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A view of the Sanuorü bypass, on the verge of collapse, during 
the recent monsoon rains in Kohima.
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Mirror Takes

I hope they don't make the 
roads, or else I'll have nothing 

else to do. I'm only good at 
complaining.

EntErtainmEnt

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 23 (EMN): Former 
Angami wrestling champion of 
Dihoma village in Kohima dis-
trict, Zasituo Tsükrü, who was 
accused of raping a 24-year old 
mother of two children, has been 
granted bail by the court for a pe-
riod of one month on grounds of 
medical treatment on August 23.

It was learned that lawyers 
representing the accused had 
applied for bail, which previ-
ously was denied by the court 
the previous week. However, on 
the second time the bail was put 
forward, the court is said to have 
granted the bail for a period of 
one month. 

Further, it was learned that 
the bail was applied on medi-
cal grounds recommended by 
a board of doctors who are said 
to have stated that the accused 
needed to undergo medical treat-
ment at the Neigrihms in Shil-
long. The accused is said to have 
sustained internal injuries and 
fractures as he was beaten by an-
gry youths on the night he was ap-
prehended by the D-Khel youths.

The accused was in police 
custody following the FIR filed 
against him by a women organi-
zation of D Khel on August 4, at 
the women cell of north police 
station.

It may be mentioned that 

40-year old Zasituo Tsükrü was 
accused of raping a 24-year old 
mother of two children in the 
early hours of August 2 at the vic-
tim’s residence located at Kevo-
liezha, D Khel, in Kohima when 
she was alone with her children 
as her husband was away.

The accused reportedly came 
into the victim’s residence in 
an ‘inebriated’ condition and 
threatened and tortured the 
woman, and subsequently rap-
ing her. He was confronted by 
youths of D khel when he came 
seeking for forgiveness from the 
landowners of the victim. In the 
process, he was beaten up by 
angry youths.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Construction of the two-
lane Sanuorü Bridge, an 
important project that 
would connect urban pas-
sages to the Nagaland Sec-
retariat in Kohima, is slated 
to commence in a month 
or two.

Speaking exclusively 
with Eastern Mirror, the 
additional chief engineer 
for Roads and Bridges K 
Theunu disclosed that 
construction of the bridge 
about 97 ft across stream, 
would start right after 
monsoon and would take 

about tentatively a year to 
complete.

The officer divulged 
that funds amounting to 
INR 20 cr. have been re-
leased from the central 
road fund (CRF) for the 
construction of a two-lane 
bridge across Sanuorü. 

"Constructing a bridge 
across the river will only be 
the viable choice to bring a 
permanent solution to this 
area since the introduc-
tion of other engineering 
tactics will be a burden for 
maintenance for one in-
stance," he said. He added 
that dumping waste into 

Former wrestling 
champion accused 
of rape gets bail

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 23:  The 
11 gaon bura (GB) of the 
Diphupar Village Council 
(DVC) have issued a state-
ment denying allegations 
that funds amounting to 
INR 1,10,50,000 was "mis-
used." They claimed that 
the money had already 
been refunded to the extra 
assistant commissioner 
of Chumukedima, in Di-
mapur, on "several occa-
sions" and that “we do not 
have any liability against 
the said fund.” 

Lanutoshi, a village 
council member, said that 
the INR 1,10,50,000 was re-
funded to ‘bring tranquilli-
ty and peace’ in the village 
and not "to admit" that the 
funds were misused. 

The group of GB stated 
in a press release that the 
‘convergence fund’ was 
received and distributed 
to pay "accumulated wag-
es" amounting to INR two 
lakh each to 33 members, 
which was claimed to be 
‘permitted’ as ‘skilled la-
bour wages’ under the act, 
and one which was due for 
the past two years.

The members also stat-
ed that the RD block had 
directed that 20% was to 
be retained by Diphupar 
village while 80% was to 
be returned to the de-
partment as ‘convergence 
fund.’ 

'In regard to this, we 
had constituted 7 mem-
bers to hand over the re-
maining amount to the 
assistant project officer 
u n d e r  t h e  c o n c e r n e d 
RD-block. However the 7 
members requested the 

department and had re-
tained INR 44,50,000 and 
shared among 8 members 
for themselves,' the press 
release stated. 

Further,  a separate 
press release from the head 
GB of Diphupar village 
has claimed that the ‘gaon 
bora are a judicial board/
body and hence there is 
no financial discretion or 
power over the funds that 
are being allocated and or 
sanctioned from the state 
government to a particular 
village.’

The press release men-
tioned that they have ‘no 
knowledge or idea about 
any fund that are being 
sanctioned and deposited 
from both the state and 
central agencies into the 
village development board 
(VDB) account of the vil-
lage.’ Therefore, it stated, 
alleging that the GB mis-
used the funds is ‘highly 
misconstrued.’ 

When contacted, the 
extra assistant commis-
sioner of Chumukedima 
confirmed on Thursday 
the complete recovery of 
INR 1,10,50,000 in compli-
ance with an interim order 
that the authorities had 
earlier served to the group 
of GB. 

However,  the issue 
seems to be far from over 
as the deputy commis-
sioner of Dimapur is yet 
to receive a call of action 
from the Commissioner's 
office, not just for the GB 
but also for some of the vil-
lage council members and 
village development board 
members of Diphupar 
village. 

Diphupar GB 
respond to allegation 
of financial misuse  

INR 20 cr. released for construction of Sanuorü Bridge 

Kohima, Aug. 23 (EMN): The 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF) will be undertaking a 
public rally on August 24 in 
Kohima protesting the influx 
of illegal immigrants in Naga-
land; and to demand inclusion 
of Dimapur district within the 
purview of the Inner Line Per-
mit (ILP).

According to the general 
secretary of the federation, Imti-
yapang Imsong, the rally would 
be held outside the NSF’s of-
fice at 10.30 am, where NSF 
President Kesosul Christopher 
Ltu, and Neichüte Doulo of 
the Entrepreneurs Associates, 
will be addressing the gather-
ing. This will be followed by a 
public procession to the chief 
minister's official residence to 
submit a memorandum to the 
chief minister.

NSF to rally 
against influx 
of illegal 
immigrants today

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): The 
government of Nagaland has 
constituted a cabinet sub-com-
mittee to examine the issue of 
urban local body elections vis-
a-vis women reservation, and 
other related issues and to make 
recommendations.

According to a DIPR report 
on Thursday, the government 
has appointed G Kaito Aye the 
chairman of the sub-committee, 
and CM Chang, NeibaKronu, 
P Paiwang Konyak, Metsubo 
Jamir, and the principal sec-
retary of Municipal Affairs, as 
members.

“The committee shall sub-
mit its report/recommenda-
tions within 2 (two) months 
from the date of issue of this 
notification,” it read. 

Kaito to head 
committee on 
ULB related 
recommendations   

Rhythm of Love: In conversation with 
Dohan Yimchunger |  P10

Vihan wins Asiad silver in 
men's double trap |  P12

Trump says impeachment would 
‘crash’ economy | P9

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 23 (EMN): The dis-
trict court of Kohima has sen-
tenced a 53-year old man to 16 
years jail term for raping a minor 
girl.

The convict, identified as one 
Khwushopra, was sentenced by 
a special judge of the Protection 
of Children from Sexual Offences 
(Pocso) Act, Khesheli Chishi, on 
August 16 under different sections 
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
the Pocso Act of 2012. 

According to special public 
prosecutor (PP) Kathu Rengma, 
Khwushopra was accused of rap-
ing a 12-year old girl at Choto Bosti 
area in Kohima. The incident was 
said to have happened in the later 
part of 2015 but the family of the 
victim came to know of it only in 
2016. The victim’s mother report-
edly lodged a complaint at the 
North Police Station in the town in 
June 2016.

On the basis of the complaint, 
the accused was arrested and the 
police registered a case. The PP 
informed that investigation was 
taken up by UBSI Levinuo Nyuwi, 
who later submitted a charge sheet 
after establishing a prima facie 
case. The court is stated to have 
examined 10 witnesses in the trial 
and subsequently found the ac-
cused guilty of the offence as was 
alleged.

Accordingly, the rapist was 
convicted under section 376 of 
the IPC for which he was awarded 
10 years imprisonment; section 
6 of the Pocso Act, for which he 
was given 14 years; and two more 
years for offence under section 506 
(criminal intimidation) of the IPC. 
However, it was learned that the 
first two sentences would run con-
currently, therefore, the convict will 
be serving a total of 16 years in jail.

As per the court’s order, a com-
pensation of INR one lac has been 
paid to the victim through the 
Nagaland State Legal Services 
Authority.

Rapist sentenced to 16 
years imprisonment

Two get life term 
for 2015 murder
Two persons were sentenced 
to life imprisonment for the 
murder of a 39-year old busi-
nessman from Viswema village, 
Tepumecie ‘Meciebo’ Lcho in 
March 2015. In a delayed re-
port received here, the accused 
persons namely Kruse Terhüja 
of Khonoma and Vilalhoulie 
Rupreo of Nachama were con-
victed earlier in February under 
IPC section 302 and sentenced 
to undergo life imprisonment 
by the then principal district 
and sessions judge of Kohima, 
Maongkaba Imchen.

Mention may be made that 
Lcho was found brutally mur-
dered on March 30 in 2015 
with his hands and legs tied, 
and strangulation marks on his 
neck, while his body and face 
bore extensive injuries that 
even his family members re-
portedly failed to identify him.

It has been learned that 
four persons including Terhüja 
and Rupreo initially were ac-
cused of the crime. During the 
trial, one of the accused was 
found unrelated to the case 
while the other, despite being 
present at the time when an 
altercation between the con-
victs and the victim happened, 
was found to be ‘not actually 
involved in beating to kill’ the 
victim. He was stated to have 
been drunk and had gone to 
sleep in the vehicle they used. 
However, the court is stated to 
have convicted him under IPC 
section 325. 

The two convicts are re-
ported to have a disturbing 
criminal history and one of 
them had earlier served six 
years in jail after being con-
victed for murder in 2006.

A portion of the landslide-hit area near Soul Harvest Church, at Daklane colony, 
in Kohima.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 23 (EMN): The 
Public Works department has 
stated on Thursday that the by-
pass route from Naga Hospital 
Kohima to Tinpatti would likely 
to be completed in the month of 
October. The authorities are opti-
mistic that light vehicles would be 
able to ply on it by the first week 
of October. 

In an interaction with Easter 
Mirror, additional chief engineer 
(R&B) K Thenu said that the road 
would be ready for the public 
from the month of October. The 
officer said that the department 
was using the ‘piling technique’ 
for ring wells to construct the 
road. But because piling machin-
ery cannot be used due to the 
terrain condition, they are doing 
it manually, the officer said.

Avolu Novolu Venyo, subdivi-
sion officer of the PWD (R&B) 
for south division, also said in a 
telephonic conversation that the 
excavation process was going 
on for ‘pile foundation’ and was 
hopeful that by Sept. 30, light ve-
hicles would be able to pass.

‘At least half of the work will be 
done by last week of September 
and by first week of October, light 
vehicle will be able to ply (one-
way). By October, the whole thing 
will be completed,’ she said.

Lanutoshi, a section assistant 
at the PWD, who was assisting at 
a spot of the landslide-hit area, 
said they are unable to complete 
the work on time because of the 
inclement weather. The assistant 

asserted that they were nonethe-
less doing their best to make it 
functional soon. He cited loose 
soil as the main challenge as a 
foundation cannot be laid. 

Keviside Kire, pastor of Soul 
Harvest Church of the living God, 
whose church adjoins the land-
slide area, said dumping soil 
and improper drainage systems 
caused the landslide.

The church is at risk as a por-
tion of it has been affected by the 
landslide. The department has 
not provided any help and instead 
a drain built by the church was 
destroyed by a ‘JCB’ of the depart-
ment nor has the department 
paid heed to appeals to repair the 
drain. “We are surviving by the 
grace of God,’ the pastor said.

A government official who 
used to travel everyday from 
Merhülietsa colony to the Naga-
land Civil Secretariat via NHAK-
Tinpati said: “The route takes 
me around 20-25 minute without 
traffic.  Now that the said diver-
sion road has been closed for 
vehicles, I have to move out from 
home earlier than usual for fear 
of traffic in the adjoining resi-
dential colonies and in the main 
town. While I take another one 
and a half hour to reach home, 
which drains me of all energy to 
even cook myself a healthy din-
ner. Happily going back home 
after office has become a thing 
of the past.”

The road connecting Naga 
Hospital-Tinpatti bypass road was 
blocked on the morning of July 31.

NHAK-Tinpatti bypass road 
likely to open by October 

Eastern Mirorr Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 23: The Naga 
Hoho and United Naga Coun-
cil (UNC) have expressed dis-
appointment over the de-
lay in finalising the “historic” 
Peace Accord, a framework 
agreement that was signed 
between the government of 
India and NSCN (IM) three 
years ago in an attempt to 
end the long-standing Nagas' 
struggle for self determination. 
They passed several resolu-
tions in connection with the 
Indo-Naga political issue at a 
joint review meeting on Indo-
Naga Peace Process held on 
Thursday at TNK Community 
Hall, Senapati.

The United Naga Council 
(UNC) organised the joint re-
view meeting under the aegis 
of the Naga Hoho to assess the 
progress of Indo-Naga peace 
talk. UNC President Gaidon 
Kamei addressed the gather-
ing of over 500 Naga delegates 
coming from across Manipur 
state and Naga Hoho President 

Chuba Ozukum spoke on Indo-
Naga Peace Process. Two min-
utes of silence was observed 
before the meeting started to 
pay homage to late former 
prime minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, who acknowledged the 
“unique identity” of the Nagas.

The Naga Hoho and UNC, 
in a joint declaration, expressed 
“discontentment for inordinate 
delay in finalising the Historic 
Indo-Naga Framework Agree-
ment” and “strongly urged the 
negotiating parties to bring an 
acceptable and honourable 
political settlement on time 
bound manner.” They urged 
the people to remain unit-
ed and support the on-going 
peace talk at the centre till “we 
achieve our cherished political 
aspiration.”

Kamei told Eastern Mirror 
over phone the phone that 
Naga Hoho and UNC execu-
tives had conveyed the senti-
ments of the people to the Naga 
collective leadership, who are 
engaging in the Indo-Naga 

peace talk in Delhi, during their 
recent visit to the city.

“We have told them (Naga 
collective leadership) to come 
back home and lead the people 
if there is no scope of solving 
the Naga political issue even 
after 21 years of talk with the In-
dian government,” said Kamei.  

He added that they have 
told them to come back home 
and discuss the issue if things 
don’t work out in Delhi because 
“people have to decide” at the 
end of the day.

The joint declaration by 
Naga Hoho and UNC said that 
“Naga people will not compro-
mise our inherent rights under 
any circumstance.” It said Na-
gas have been “living in a vil-
lage republic free from external 
forces since time immemorial” 
with every village “governed 
by a set of traditional and cus-
tomary laws, and justice was 
delivered accordingly.”

It went on to say that cease-
fire was signed between the 
government of India and the 

NSCN (IM) on July 25, 1997 af-
ter decades of arms struggle for 
self determination before the 
Indo-Naga framework agree-
ment was signed on Aug. 3, 
2015 in the hope of solving the 
Indo-Naga political issue.

The joint declaration also 
cautioned Naga elected rep-
resentatives, political leaders, 
political parties, unauthorised 
Naga individuals or groups not 
to “participate in any assembly 
or meeting that will sabotage 
the Indo-Naga peace process” 
and those who defy would be 
treated as anti national and 
banned from entering the Naga 
territory.

About 500 delegates, in-
cluding leaders from four dis-
tricts — Chandel, Senapati, 
Tamenglong and Ukhrul – and 
executives of several civil soci-
ety organisations like All Naga 
Students Association Manipur, 
Naga Women’s Union, and 
Naga People’s Movement for 
Human Rights attended the 
joint review meeting.

Demand acceptable and honourable political settlement on time bound manner

Naga tribe leaders upset over delay 
in finalising framework agreement

the streams, drains and 
culverts has to be checked 
because it leads to block-
ing drains, which result 
in water stagnation in the 
river. 

It should be men-
tioned that the Sanuorü 
road was washed away 
during the monsoon of 
2015. Subsequently, a 
narrow subway was con-
structed at an estimated 
cost INR 2 cr. However, 
this year’s monsoon rains 
washed away the subway 

in several locations.
Few residential houses 

including the YWCA hostel 
were evacuated as a pre-
ventive measure due to the 
continuous sinking aggra-
vated by the construction 
of this subway/diversion. 

From which INR 1 cr. 
was sanctioned from the 
Urban Development de-
partment. The remain-
ing INR 1 crore was sanc-
tioned by the Nagaland 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Agency.

~ Arien



Former PM Vajpayee’s ashes brought to Dmr. 

Pungro orgs. to start road 
repairing from Aug. 27

MR vaccination prog. held in Kiphire, Mon 

Awareness programme on human-animal conflict held
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Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
As a tribute to the former 
Prime Minister and Bharat 
Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, the Nagaland BJP unit 
brought the urn contain-
ing the ashes of the former 
prime minister from New 
Delhi to Nagaland on 
Thursday. 

A press release issued 
by the BJP Dimapur Unit 
General Secretary, Sen-
timeren informed that 

the BJP Nagaland Presi-
dent, Temjen  Imna Along 
Longkumer received the 
urn from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Un-
ion Home minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Wednesday 
morning at the BJP head-
quarters in Delhi.

It informed that BJP 
party workers led by Di-
mapur district President, 
L. Bendang Ao and  State 
Yuva Morcha  President 

B e n j a m i n  Ye p t h o m i 
received the urn at Di-
mapur Airport  from the 
party president. The urn 
was subsequently taken 
by the party workers in 
a huge procession to the 
BJP Dimapur District 
party office at super mar-
ket where ‘a brief prayer 
programme’ was held in 
honour of the deceased 
former prime minister, 
the release added. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): With an aim 
to alleviate the hardships faced by the 
public travelling on the Kiphire-Pungro 
Hq stretch of road, several organisation 
in Pungro sub-division have decided to 
repair the stretch of road from Aug. 27 so 
that the NST and night service buses can 
travel between the district headquarter 
and the sub-division.  

A press release informed that the 
organizations viz. Public Forum Pungro 
Sub-Division (PFPSD), GBs Union, YTC, 
PACSU, YBA, Timber Union and Business 

community have come together to repair 
the road collectively. 

The PFPSD President, S. Kiusumew 
Yimchungru welcomed any kind of con-
tributions, be it financial or logistical, 
from any organisation, union, society or 
individual and said that such donations 
would be much appreciated by the fo-
rum. He requested those willing to make 
free-will contributions to contact the of-
ficials so that their aids can be used in the 
most judicious manner for the welfare of 
the public. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): More reports 
about the ongoing intensive Measles-
Rubella vaccination campaign held in 
different district reached Eastern Mirror 
on Aug. 23. 
Kiphire: The Block Task Force meet-
ing on Measles-Rubella vaccination 
campaign (MRVC) for Seyochung and 
Sitimi block under Kiphire district was 
conducted on Aug. 22.

According to a press release from 
the board, the meeting was presided 
over by the chairman of the block Seyo-
chung Nchumbemo. He briefed on the 
aims and objectives of the campaign 
and how to go about with the plans and 
implementations for the campaign and 
stressed on the orientation and sensi-
tisation of teachers and parents to be 
initiated in all schools and villages under 
the block.

During the meeting, medical officer 

of Seyochung Primary Health Centre 
(PHC), Dr. Keviyani Chucha, highlighted 
on the roles and responsibilities of vari-
ous departments and urged for full co-
operation during the campaign.

Medical officer of Sitimi PHC, Dr. 
Holiba Anar, asked for quality data to 
be provided in order to achieve 100% 
coverage during the campaign.

The next block task force meeting 
has been scheduled on Sept. 13, the 
press release added.
Mon: An orientation/workshop on 
Measles-Rubella campaign was held at 
Council Hall, Mon for Aboi block where 
22 vaccinators, 85 Teachers (headmas-
ter/nodal person) and 89 ASHAs/AWWs 
attended the training. Dr. Shokwang MO 
PHC Chen, Dr. Elizabeth, MHT and Me-
wang Konyak coordinator SHG were the 
resource persons at the orientation pro-
gramme, a DIPR news bulletin stated. 

Dimapur crime update 
NSCW welcomes opening of 
women PS in all districts

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Dimapur police on Aug. 23 
updated on the different 
crime cases that happened 
during the past three days 
which was provided by the 
Addl. Dy. Comm. of Police/
PRO through a press note. 
Child molestation: Po-
lice arrested one Rafikul 
alias Rifiq Islam (27) from 
Nagaon, Assam and pres-
ently residing at Saturday 
Bazaar, Ward - 4, Chu-
mukedima for sexually 
assaulting his own minor 
daughter of 2 and half 
years of age. A case has 
been registered in Women 
Police Station for further 
investigation.
Two arrested: On Aug. 22, 
Dimapur police appre-
hended one Akato Awomi 

and recovered one coun-
try made .22 pistol alone 
with one magazine and 
one live round. A case has 
been registered at East PS 
for further investigation. 
Another person identi-
fied as one  Pappu Singh 
(43) from Bihar was also 
apprehended for illegal 
possession of 55 packets 
(7920) capsules of spasmo 
proxyvon drug. A case has 
been registered with at the 
GRPS in this connection. 
IMFL seized: On Aug. 21, 
Dimapur police seized 
500 cases of IMFL after 
conducting raids in dif-
ferent parts of Dimapur 
town. 4 cases related with 
the NLTP Act have been 
registered in East and West 
Police stations.

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Com-
mission for Women wel-
comed the decision of the 
state government to estab-
lish Women Police Stations 
in all the districts by the 
end of the year. This will 
be in addition to the ones 
already established in Di-
mapur and Kohima.

In a press statement , 

the NSCW chairperson , Dr. 
Temsula Ao appreciation 
the government taking up 
a pro-active measure to 
empower Naga women. 
The commission further 
extended co-operation and 
gratitude to the state gov-
ernment, particularly the 
Home Minister, Y Patton for 
his initiative in opening up 
the  Women police stations.

KMC informs on trade licence 
Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Kohima Municipal Coun-
cil (KMC) on Aug. 23 di-
rected those business 
establishments running 
without or expired trade 
license to renew the same 
by Aug. 31. 

The KMC adminis-
trator, Elizabeth Ngully 
informed that during a 
recent inspection by the 
municipal staff, some 
business establishment/
institution/shop especially 
in the ward/colony un-
der KMC jurisdiction have 
been found to be operating 

without proper license. 
Reminding all con-

cerned to make or renew 
trade license within Aug. 
31, Ngullie warned that 
during the 2nd round 
of inspection to be car-
ried out by the 1st week 
of Sept., the KMC would 
initiate necessary action/
closure of shops will fol-
low as per the Municipal 
Act 2001. 

Ngullie further direct-
ed all the shops to dis-
play signboard along with 
trade license registration 
number without fail.

ILP defaulters deported 
Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
The Kohima Police, dur-
ing routing ILP checking, 
detained 25 ILP defaulters 
from various locations in 
Kohima district. After ob-
serving the legal formali-
ties, the detainees were 
duly deported, informed 
the ASP and PRO of Ko-
hima police in a press note. 

Meanwhile, the mobile 
unit of the Kohima police 
recovered 16 cases of IMFL 
from 10 Mile Zhadima and 
arrested two persons in 
this connection. A case has 
been registered and the 
arrested accused persons 
forwarded to court, in-
formed the Kohima police 
PRO. 

STATE

Charitable org. launches Printing and 
Publishing House in Mokokchung

ANCSU convenes meeting 
An emergency executive council meeting of the All 
Nagaland College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has been 
convened on August 25 from 12:00 noon at ANCSU 
Office Naga Club Building Kohima.  All the executive 
members, assembly department and tribunal mem-
bers are asked to attend the meeting positively, in-
formed ANCSU General Secretary, Vimeyiekho Vitso. 

Dimapur GB convenes 
emergency meeting on Aug. 25
The Dimapur Gaon Burahs’ Association has convene 
an emergency meeting at 10 am on Aug. 25 at Sadar 
office, Super Market in Dimapur. All the office bearers 
and the president of different units are requested to 
attend the meeting.

WCYO to conduct joint 
meeting on Aug. 25
The Western Chakhesang Youth Organization (WCYO) 
will be conducting its joint meeting at 11 am on Aug. 
25 at Western Chakhesang Hoho Conference Hall. The 
meeting will deliberate over the forthcoming ‘biennail 
sports week.’ The secretaries and representatives are 
requested to attend the meeting. For more information, 
one may contact the WCYO president at 7085287904.

Workshop on pension adalt 
on Sept. 5
The Personnel and Administrative Reforms (P and AR) 
department will be conducting a ‘workshop on pen-
sion adalat’ on Sept. 5 at the Administrative Training 
Institute (ATI), Kohima for the nodal officers of various 
departments who have been nominated to liaise with 
Accountant General’s Office on pension matters. All 
departments have been requested to furnish the list 
of nodal officers along with their designation, mobile 
number and residential address, on or before August 
29. Further, nodal officer to Accountant General’s Of-
fice must be a gazetted officer henceforth. Those de-
partments whose nodal officers are not in the level of 
a gazetted officer are advised to replace those officers 
accordingly, a DIPR news bulleting updated. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Members of the WDD team and participants pose for the lens, at Hovukhu village.

Dimapur, August 23 (EMN):  
The Wildlife Division Di-
mapur (WDD) conducted 
awareness programmes 
about Human-animal con-
flict (HAC) mitigation at 
Zukihe village in Kuhuboto 
on August 18, and Hovukhu 
village in Niuland on August 
21. 

An update from the 
WDD on Thursday in-
formed that Forest Ranger 
Kikavi Chophi, while ad-
dressing a gathering at 
Zukihe village lamented 
about the growing wants of 
humans that have led to the 
destruction and fragmenta-
tion of wild habitats across 
the country. He said that hu-
man actions have depleted 
resources available for wild 
elephants which compelled 
them to venture outside 
their natural habitat.  

The updates mentioned 

that demonstration on how 
to repel wild elephants was 
exhibited so as to contain 
the creatures within their 
historical migration cor-

ridors, so that village areas 
and agricultural lands are 
not affected.

The updates mentioned 
about the other event that 

was held at Hovukhu village, 
in which adjoining villages 
including Hovishe, Hezul-
ho, and Ghutovi attended 
the programme.  Wildlife 

Warden, K Caroline Angami 
, during the keynote ad-
dress, highlighted the exist-
ing forest cover in Nagaland 
and stressed on conserving 
forest and wildlife. Angami 
said that human and ani-
mal have to coexist because 
human, animal, and forest 
have intrinsic relationship, 
affecting one another. She 
asked the gathering to con-
tact forest officials in case of 
damage to their properties 
by wild animals. 

The updates informed 
that the gathering was en-
lightened about the appli-
cation of the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act, 1972 in Nagaland, 
during which booklets of 
the WL (P) Act 1972 were 
distributed to all the vil-
lage representatives. Books 
and bookmarks were also 
distributed to all the par-
ticipants.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 23 
(EMN): A charitable or-
ganization called Trib-
a l  De ve l o p m e n t  a n d 
Communication Cen-
tre (TDCC) Mokokchung 
launched its TDCC Print-
ing and Publishing House 
adjacent to NCC office at 
Arkong Ward on Thur.

The new Printing and 
Publishing House was 
formally inaugurated by 
W. Manpai Phom, ADC 
Mokokchung and Rev 
Ponen Longchar, Pas-
tor MTBA offered the 
dedicatory prayer in the 
presence of prominent 
writers, scholars, church 
leaders and well-wishers 
of the town. 

TDCC began way back 
in 1994 when around 15 
scholars, church lead-
ers, social activists, media 
practitioners and com-
munication experts from 
different parts of Naga-
land and few from Assam 
and Manipur came to-
gether with a mind to start 
a charitable organization. 

The main focus of 
the organisation was to 
involve in research and 
publication, and promote 
young scholars to provide 
a platform to publish their 
research work with Inter-
national Standard Book 

Number (ISBN).
Even though the cen-

tre was operating with-
out a printing press of its 
own, it has published 40 
books and supplied ISBN 
without any charges till 
now. TDCC as a publisher 
has also participated in 
international book Fear-
Frankfurt Book Fair and 
a similar programme in 
Malaysia.

Phom in his speech 
congratulated the TDCC 
for launching its Printing 

and Publishing House on 
the eve of its 25th anniver-
sary to be celebrated next 
year. He also maintained 
t h a t  T D CC  h a s  g o n e 
through all these years 
consistently towards ca-
tering the need of intel-
lectuals and writers in the 
State.

He also asserted that 
the publishing house 
should not only cater to 
the needs of the district 
but to be the nerve centre 
where local writers across 

the state can publish their 
books.

As an indigenous pub-
lishing house, he further 
encouraged TDCC to do 
research and document 
the oral history, custom 
and tradition of the Naga 
tribes which is vanishing 
rapidly.   

‘This Centre will def-
initely become a good 
source where Naga folk-
lores, tradition and cus-
tomary practices and 
artefacts are preserved 

and recorded in written 
format to pass down to 
future generations,’ Phom 
asserted.  

The ADC Mokokchung 
also released the 40th 
TDCC publication titled 
‘Tribal Cultural Imagina-
tion and Theological Con-
versations’ authored by 
Dr L Imsutoshi Jamir and 
Zulunungsang Lemtur.

R e v  D r  M a r  A s t -
songchanger, Executive 
Secretary ABAM, in his 
keynote address about the 

TDCC, said that the basic 
tenets of this publishing 
house are to nurture the 
young writers of the soil 
and to explore into the 
area which has not been 
discovered by the outside 
writers and also to pub-
lish books with ISBN.

There are many books 
published by the outsid-
ers on Nagas in regards 
to politic, church and 
social concern but from 
a scholar point of view 
the best book of the land 
must be published by 
the native writers, said 
Atsongchager.

While defining what 
a book is, the ABAM Ex. 
Secy. asserted that ‘a book 
written and published 
by self is actually not a 
book; any book must be 
published by publish-
ing house, further a book 
published without an 
ISBN legally is not a book’.

Therefore, he encour-
aged the young writers 
and prominent writers to 
bring their manuscripts 
to the TDCC Printing and 
Publishing house, since 
the TDCC has been one 
of the pioneers in allo-
cating ISBN, and also to 
enable their works to be 
prepared and published 
in the shortest possible 
time in fine quality. 

Acharya interacts with NITTE students in Mangalore

PB Acharya with students and members at the NITTE University in Mangalore.

D i m a p u r, Au g u s t  2 3 
(EMN): The governor of 
Nagaland, PB Acharya has 
called on the students to 
return to their native towns 
and villages and work for 
the benefit of their society 
once they complete their 
education. The governor 
was addressing the stu-
dents from Nagaland at 
NITTE University in Man-
galore on August 23.  

A statement from the 
Raj Bhavan mentioned 
that Acharya urged the stu-
dents to take keen interest 
in learning local languages 
and also take active part 
in cultural exchange pro-
grammes. The updates 
informed that Acharya 
met with the Chancellor 
and academic heads of the 

University.
According to the up-

dates, NITTE University 
has been offering seats in 

various courses for stu-
dents from Nagaland for 
the past few years, with 
the initiative of the gov-

ernor. The University has 
exempted tuition fees and 
hostel fees in full for the 
courses. 

Temjen Imna Along Longkumer holding an urn containing the ashes of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee after it arrived, at the Dimapur Airport on Aug. 23.

 W Manpai Phom, second from right, releasing the 40th TDCC publication ‘Tribal Cultural Imagination and Theological Conversations,’ during the 
inauguration of the TDCC Printing and Publishing House at Arkong ward, in Mokokchung, on Aug. 23. 
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Day 2 in Kerala: Nagaland state BJP 
delegation visits relief and medical camp  

DENGUE OUTBREAK : 
Weekly cleaning along 
NH-29 area till Sept. 30 

Emporium training centre partners with 
DABA for youth training and ‘employability’  

Mission director cautions 
underperforming officers 

Health minister visits IMDH, Mkg. Nagaland unit of NPP 
campaigns for Conrad Sangma 

Villages in Thonoknyu 
of Tuensang still cut off

Diversion ordered for NH 702D

STATE
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Members of the DABA’s care ministry and of the ETCPL at Dimapur show copies of a MoU they signed, 
on Aug. 23. 

Conrad Sangma speaks during a campaign, as NPP MLA Imnatiba and L Khumo Khiamniungan, second and 
third from right, looks on.

Y Patton, centre, along with some of the affected people at a relief camp. The dy. chief minister is leading a BJP delegation to the flood ravaged 
state of Kerala.  

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland Dy. Chief Minis-
ter Y. Patton, who is lead-
ing a Nagaland BJP delega-
tion to the flood ravaged 
state of Kerala, met with 
representatives from the 
‘Society for Naga Students’ 
Welfare, Kerala’ and en-
quired about the wellbe-
ing of the Naga commu-
nity living in the state and 
also visited several relief 
camps and interacted with 
the displaced people and 
the patients. 

The deputy chief min-
ister accompanied by 
BJP legislators -- Minis-
ter Kashiho Sangtam and 
Advisor Longrineken Ao 
-- landed at Kerala on Aug. 
22 and met with the Kerala 
BJP party leaders and ahd 
also called on the Kerala 
chief minister. 

A press release issued 
by the media cell attached 
with the dy. cm informed 
that Patton, while in-
teracting with the Naga 
community in Kerala, en-
couraged them to act as 
ambassadors of the Naga 
people and proactively 
involve in the relief and 
rescue operation and to 
demonstrate the mag-
nanimity by exhibiting 
the good Samaritan spirit 
of the Nagas’ in times of 
need such as this. It is 

In Loving Memory of
Late Dominic Yazokie Mera

God saw you getting tired and a ‘rest’ in need.
So He put His arms around you and whispered, 

“Come to Me”.
A golden heart stopped beating, hard working 

hands at rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to us He only 

takes the best.

You will forever remain alive in our hearts and memories.
Though we are learning to live without you

we still miss you so much. Loved onesK-1835

learned that there are over 
400 Naga populations 
presently at Kerala, the 
release informed. 

Updating on the activi-
ties of the state delegation, 
the release informed that 
the team visited several 
relief and medical camps 
to personally witness the 
actual condition on the 

ground. Patton interacted 
with the inmates at the 
camp and expressed sym-
pathy and solidarity with 
all the population affected 
by the calamity. 

 Sharing the pain and 
agony of the people, Pat-
ton made a fervent appeal 
to one and all to come 
forward and help in the 

relief and rescue operation 
of the flood devastated 
stated. Patton assured the 
affected people that he 
will personally take up the 
concern with the central 
government for all neces-
sary  assistance in rebuild-
ing and restructuring the 
State. 

 The deputy chief min-

ister also extended finan-
cial aid for immediate 
medical and other relief 
materials at all the plac-
es the state team visited 
viz. Aranmula at Pathan-
amthitta, Kozhencheri 
Church, Thiruvalla Model 
Girls High School, Eramal-
likkara at Allapuzha, Seva 
Bharatiya at Chengan-

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
The mission director of 
the National Health Mis-
sion (NHM) Dr. Kevichusa 
Medikhru cautioned the 
department officials who 
were not performing their 
duties and were irregular 
in their work that they 
would be strictly moni-
tored and action initiated 
against them.

 The mission director, 
Kevichusa urged the de-
partment officials to pull 
up their socks and be at 
their posting place. 

The mission director 
said this during the visit 
to the office of the chief 
medical officer, in Wokha 
on August 23. 

He was accompanied 
by the state monitoring 
team from the Directo-
rate of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

A press statement on 
Thursday informed that 
during the meeting, Kevi-

chusa reflected on the 
Nagaland Health Status 
report at the National 
level and said that health 
workers need to take their 
job responsibly and de-
liver better health status 
report, which includes 
proper health service de-
livery, report, and docu-
mentation. 

The release stated that 
Kevichusa encouraged all 
the vertical programme 
officers to work together 
and monitor activities 
both at the district and 
block level.

 Kevichusa informed 
that  monthly review 
meetings would be con-
ducted to improve the sta-
tus of health care service 
in the district. 

The mission director 
further spoke about the 
ongoing Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush and 
the upcoming Measles 
Rubella Campaign which 

is set to be launched on 
October 3 in the state 
and requested all the 
programme officers and 
staff to work together 
and achieve the immu-
nisation target of the 
district. 

The updates added 
that the State Programme 
Officer, Dr. WN Ezung 
spoke about the new 
APAR rules and regula-
tions pertaining to trans-
fer and posting of medi-
cal officers, which will 
be adhered strictly from 
now on. 

He emphasised about 
the Non-communicable 
Diseases (NCD) pro-
gramme implemented 
by the GoI for creating 
health awareness and 
prevention relating to 
blindness, cancer, high 
blood pressure, cardio-
vascular diseases and 
stroke health care for eld-
erly persons. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): Minister for 
Health and Family Welfare S. Pangyu 
Phom paid a surprise visit to Imkongliba 
Memorial District Hospital (IMDH) 
Mokokchung on last week and expressed 
satisfaction with the upkeep of the hospi-
tal and also with the progress of the works 
relating to the upcoming Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) at the hospital. 

 A Directorate of Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR) news bulletin, 
while informing that the minister visited 
the hospital on Aug. 18, said that Pangnyu 
Phom interacted with the officers and 

staff of the hospital. 
Stressing on the importance of the 

IMDH as the referral hospital espe-
cially for the neighboring districts like 
Longleng, Tuensang and Zunheboto, 
Phom expressed deep appreciation for 
the services rendered so far by the doctors 
and the nurses of the hospital in attend-
ing to the needs of the poor patients of 
these districts. 

He urged them to continue providing 
the good services so that the IMDH would 
become a model hospital in the state, the 
DIPR news updated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
The Nationalist People’s 
Party (NPP) Nagaland 
State Unit led by its state 
President, Ato Yepthomi, 
its top party officials and 
its two legislators -- MLA 
Imnatiba and  L Khumo 
Khiamniungan -- cam-
paigned for Conrad K 
Sangma, the Chief Min-
ister and MP of Megha-
laya and, to seek people’s 

mandate for ensuring by-
election in Meghalaya. 

A press release from 
the NPP Nagaland State 
Unit informed that the 
state delegation cam-
paigned in different lo-
calities in the state. Conrad 
K Sangma is contesting in 
51/ South Tura Constitu-
ency.  It informed that a 
delegation of youth lead-
ers from Arunachal, Ma-

nipur and Nagaland has 
also converged in Tura to 
drum up support for the 
NPP candidate, Conrad K 
Sangma. 

“ T h e  Yo u t h  l e a d -
ers along with State and 
district unit have been 
campaigning in differ-
ent pockets under south 
Tura constituency,” the 
NPP press release further 
stated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Some vi l lages under 
Thonoknyu Hq in Tuen-
sang district still remains 
cut off after many bridg-
es, roads and fields were 
washed away by the heavy 
rains recently. 

A directorate of Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) news, while 
updating about the situ-
ation in the sub-division, 
informed that the SDO 
(C) Thonoknyu, Anoka 
Assumi distributed relief 

materials to those affected 
by recent monsoon rains 
at Thonoknyu HQ on Aug. 
22. 

It informed that the 
SDO (C), while distrib-
uting the relief material, 
also thanked the Royal 
Enfield Motor Cycle Club 
Dimapur for donating 
12 bags of rice,10 kgs tea 
leaves and 30 kgs Dal as re-
lief and also other friends 
for donating blankets and 
other relief materials to af-
fected villagers. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): Mokokchung Deputy 
Commissioner on Thur. directed all the heavy vehi-
cles to take the Amguri-Mariani road while travelling 
to Mokokchung. The Mkg. DC stated that the order 
was passed in view of the land sinking at 9.8 km 
(Mkg-Mariani) road, NH-702 D. Therefore, all the 
heavy vehicles are directed not to ply on NH-702D 
till the repair work on the highway is done. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 23: Di-
mapur Ao Baptist Arogo 
(DABA) and Emporium 
Training and Consultancy 
Pvt. Ltd (ETCPL) have 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
for a period of three years 
on Thur. Aug. 23 with an 
emphasis on the empow-
erment of youths in line 
with employment.  

The MoU signed in 
the presence of DABA 
Care Ministr y  mem-
bers and ETCPL opera-
tions manager Anirbhan 
Mukherjee at the DABA 
office will see Empori-
um Skill Training Insti-
tute Dimapur provide 
placement linked skill 
development training 
for the unemployed Ao 
community youths in the 
aviation and hospitality 
sectors. 

The duration of the 
training will be for three 
months and the students 
will be trained for Cabin 
Crew/Airhostess, Air-
port Management, Five 
Star Hotel Management 
and Cruiseline Manage-
ment job roles, it was 
informed. 

As per the MoU, in-
terested Ao communi-
ty candidates who are 
members of DABA will be 

nur, Lohia Memorial High 
School at Venmony, Mar 
Thoma High School at 
Venmony among other 
places.

 Pattong also addressed 
the media persons at the 
Press Club, Pathanamthit-
ta where he shared the 
sympathy and solidarity 
of the people of Nagaland 
to the Keralite people and 
offers condolences to the 
families of those who lost 
their loved ones in the 
catastrophe. 

Nonetheless, he also 
praised the resilient spirit 
of the Malayalee people 
for braving the unimagi-
nable nature’s fury of re-
cent memories. 

W h i l e  e x p re s s i n g 
gratitude to the central 
government for declaring 
Kerala floods as a “ca-
lamity of severe nature”, 
Patton made fervent ap-
peals to the centre for all 
possible assistance to the 
ntate.  

“Along with the entire 
Nation, Patton assure that 
the people of Nagaland 
stands with the people of 
Kerala during this trying 
times, and to extends all 
possible co-operation to 
help  recover from this dis-
astrous natural calamity,” 
the release from the media 
cell stated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): Taking stock of the 
reported outbreak of dengue in areas along the 
National Highway 29, the EAC of Chumukedima 
Thejavizo Nakhro NCS on Thur., in the interest of 
public health and safety, ordered a weekly social 
works in the entire area till Sept. 30 so as to control 
the spread of the disease. 

The EAC Chumukedima ordered that a weekly 
mass social work at the colony/khel level in all vil-
lages along the NH-29 from Sovima/Sodzulhou 
to Tenyiphe/7th Mile Model village till 30th Sep-
tember, 2018. All the residents should clean their 
own colony/kehl and take necessary measures to 
address both man-made and natural mosquito 
breeding sites. 

A weekly individual house/compound level 
social work in all the villages will also be organised 
till Sept. 30 2018 during which all residents should 
clean their own house/compound and take neces-
sary measures to remove/destruct/sanitise mos-
quito breeding sites such as wells, unused tyres, 
drums, flower pots/vase, tanks, solid waste etc.

Nakhro ordered that emphasis should be given 
to removal of man-made/natural mosquito breed-
ing sites, cleaning of clogged drains, emptying/
covering of domestic water storage containers 
and other measures for destruction of mosquito 
breeding habitats should be taken during the social 
work. 

While asking the village authorities to activate 
the participants of TOT held at Sovima village and 
utilize their services during the conduct of the so-
cial work, the EAC directed the village authorities 
to prepare and execute a weekly social work plan 
and submit it to the office of EAC Chumukedima 
without delay.  

The EAC also requested all the residents to 
cooperate with the village authorities and execute 
the social works as per the village social work plans 
for their own safety as well as for the safety of the 
neighbourhood. 

It is worth mentioning here that there has been 
a rise in dengue cases in an around the NH 29 area 
during the past few weeks.

jointly screened by the au-
thorities from DABA and 
Emporium on Monday 
Aug. 27 and the selected 
candidates will get the 
privilege to undergo free 
of cost placement linked 
skill training at Empo-
rium Skill Training Centre 
sponsored by DABA.  

DABA Associate Pastor 
and member of Care Min-
istry Rev. Lima Jamir said 
DABA will be sponsoring 
30 candidates exclusively 
for DABA members for 
the first batch and both 
DABA and ETCPL will 
jointly target to skill and 
provide employment to 
these candidates. 

During an interaction, 
the Reverend stressed on 
the unemployment issue 
in the state and pointed 
out that it was the per-
ception of Naga society 
for the state govt. to pro-
vide employment. As-
serting govt. job was not 
the only scope that one 
should look for employ-
ment, Jamir opined that 
churches should play a 
vital role in addressing 
such issue.

DABA Care Ministry 
has six members and the 
ministry provides short 
term skill development 
trainings to youths of 
DABA members at least 

for a period of three 
months. The church has 
so far trained around 400 
members of DABA spon-
sored by the church,said 
Jamir.     

ETCPL operations 
manager Mukherjee who 
was accompanied by the 
ETCPL Dimapur centre 
director Temjenkala Aier 
said ETCPL was com-
mitted with state govt 
and DABA and with the 
signing of MoU, it will 
be the accountability of 
the training centre that 
the trainees are provided 
employment.   

DABA Care Ministry 
member S. Moatemsu 

Walling observed that 
in the state people has a 
concept that the church 
should confine within the 
church and consequently 
church fail to address 
other social issues.  

He articulated that 
church plays a greater 
role in addressing social 
issues and such initiative 
should be practised by 
other churches as well.   
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Tripura tribal parties press 
for separate state, NRC

Voting ends in Meghalaya, CM confident of victory

Manipur pays homage to former PM Vajpayee

Manipur University formally reopens

Security forces nab 
one NSCN (K) cadre 

14 lakh fake children registered 
with Anganwadi centres

Agartala, Aug. 23 (IANS): The In-
digenous People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT), the junior partner of ruling 
BJP, on Thursday organised a public 
gathering to spearhead its demands 
for a separate state and introduc-
tion of National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in Tripura.

Opposition Congress also on 
Thursday observed the ‘6th Sched-
ule Day’ to mark amendment to the 
Constitution setting up the Tripura 
Tribal Areas Autonomous District 
Council (TTAADC) under the 6th 
schedule of the Constitituion for the 
all-round socio-economic devel-
opment of the tribals, comprising 
one-third of Tripura’s four million 
population.

The IPFT, a tribal based party, 
has been agitating since 2009 for a 
separate state to be carved out by 
upgrading the TTAADC, which has 
jurisdiction over two-thirds of the 
state’s 10,491 sq km area, home to 
over 12,16,000 people, mostly tribals.

Ruling BJP, opposition Congress 
and Communist Party of India-
Marxist led Left Front have been 
strongly opposing the IPFT’s state-
hood demand.

The IPFT, the Indigenous Na-
tionalist Party of Tripura (INPT), the 

state’s oldest tribal based party and 
few other tribal dominated parties 
have been demanding introduction 
of the NRC in Tripura and withdraw-
al of the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016, which was introduced in 
the Lok Sabha in July 2016 to amend 
the Citizenship Act, 1955.

IPFT President and Revenue 
Minister Narendra Chandra Deb-
barma and party’s Vice-President 
Ananta Debbarma though earlier 
reiterated their demands on many 
occasions but on Thursday avoided 
the media to talk on these issues.

The IPFT leaders while address-
ing the gathering in tribal Kokborok 
language at TTAADC headquarters 
in Khumulwng, 25 km north of here, 
reiterated their demands including 
creation of separate state and intro-
duction of NRC.

The IPFT forged alliance with the 
BJP before the February 18 Assembly 
polls and secured eight seats in the 
60-member assembly.

IPFT President Narendra Chan-
dra Debbarma and General Secre-
tary Mevar Kumar Jamatia are cabi-
net ministers in the nine-member 
council of ministry headed by Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb.

INPT President Bijoy Kumar 

Hrangkhawal on Thursday sepa-
rately said they would also organise 
a demonstration within a week in 
support of their 3-point demands, 
including introduction of the NRC 
in Tripura and withdrawal of the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016.

Opposing the IPFT separate 
state demand, the INPT has been 
demanding more power to the 
TTAADC which is a constitutional 
autonomous body first set up in 
1982 under the seventh schedule of 
the constitution and later upgraded 
in 1985 under the sixth schedule of 
the constitution.

The Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill 2016, introduced in the Lok 
Sabha in 2016, seeks to enable Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis 
and Christians who have fled to 
India from Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh without valid travel 
documents or those whose valid 
documents expired in recent years to 
acquire Indian citizenship through 
the process of naturalisation.

Many parties in the northeast-
ern region are also opposing the 
Citizenship Bill, which is now under 
scrutiny of a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee.

Shillong, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
Voting ended peacefully 
on Thursday in the As-
sembly by-elections in 
South Tura and Ranikor in 
Meghalaya, with National 
People’s Party (NPP) can-
didate Conrad Sangma 
saying he was confident of 
winning and retaining his 
Chief Minstership.

“By and large the polls 
were held in a smooth 
manner,” Chief Elector-
al Officer Frederick Roy 

Kharkongor told journal-
ists.

The polling percent-
age till 5 p.m. was 72.89 
per cent in South Tura and 
85.89 per cent in Ranikor, 
he said.

Election officials have 
deployed at least 10 sprint-
ers including marathon 
national champion Bin-
ning Lyngkhoi to act as 
messengers to collect in-
formation including vot-
ing percentage from the 

polling stations.
There were technical 

glitches during the voting 
but these were quickly 
sorted out, the officials 
said.

The by-election in 
South Tura was necessi-
tated after Agatha Sangma 
resigned to pave the way 
for her brother Conrad to 
contest.

C o n r a d  i s  p i t t e d 
against Congress candi-
date Charlotte W. Momin, 
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Manipur chief minister, N Biren Singh, along with other officials are seen submerging the urn containing 
ashes of the former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaypayee in Imphal River on AUgust 23.

PTI

NPP candidate and Meghalaya  chief minister, Conrad K Sangma, accompanied by his mother Soradini K 
Sangma and sister Agatha K Sangma after casting their vote at Walbakgre polling station under South Tura 
Constituency on August 23.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1918SUD0KU 1758
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Expresses satisfaction
 4. Medium-sized mackerel
 8. Spanish for “For”
 12. French for “No”
 13. Not closed
 14. Three-banded armadillo
 15. Being rhinal
 17. Convey on a vehicle
 18. People who have been expelled 

from a country
 19. Bantu people
 21. Native American people
 23. Dorsal surfaces
 26. A strong cord
 29. A way of reasoning out
 31. Old World vine with lobed 

evergreen leaves
 32. Demeter
 33. Institute legal proceedings 

against
 34. Small soft-furred S and C 

American monkey
 36. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
 37. T.S. _____, British poet
 38. Italy’s capital (in Italian)
 40. Accomplishes
 42. From Nicaea
 46. Expect eagerly
 48. Gave forth
 50. Skin disease
 51. Church court
 52. An accountant certified by the 

state
 53. Marsh plant
 54. Away from the wind
 55. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked) 

 DOWN
 1. Queen Elizabeth’s daughter
 2. Fraud
 3. Body that defines computing 

protocols

 4. John _____, English 
scholar and theologian 
(l467-l5l9)

 5. Programs
 6. A way to drench
 7. Chalcedony
 8. Astronomical unit of 

distance
 9. A farmer who keeps bees 

for their honey
 10. Radioactivity unit
 11. Metric unit of area
 16. Herbaceous plant

 20. Giant killed by Apollo 
(Greek mythology)

 22. More dried-up
 24. Antelopes
 25. Worn by exposure to the 

weather
 26. Frost
 27. Egg-shaped
 28. A toxic colorless 

flammable liquid organic 
base with a disagreeable 
odor

 30. Explode

 32. Sheep shed 
 35. Disputed
 36. Large burrowing rodent 

of South America
 39. Starlings
 41. Liquid body substances
 43. Engrave
 44. Scorpion bug
 45. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
 46. Armed conflict
 47. One of four cards having 

a single spot
 49. Metric weight unit
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John Leslee K. Sangma 
and Kris Kabul A. Sangma 
(independents).

The Ranikor seat fell 
vacant after former Public 
Works Department Min-
ister and five-time Con-
gress legislator from Ran-
ikor constituency Martin 
Danggo quit the Assembly 
and joined the ruling NPP 
after the government an-
nounced the creation of 
Ranikor Civil Sub-Divi-
sion.

Danggo is facing three 
candidates in his bid to get 
re-elected: Congress’ Jac-
quish A. Sangma, United 
Democratic Party’s Pius 
Marwein and People’s 
Democratic Front’s P.N. 
Syiem.

“The NPP is confident 
of winning both (South 
Tura and Ranikor) seats 
since the electorate has 
faith in us,” Conrad told 
IANS over phone.

The Congress was 
equally confident of vic-
tory.

The counting of votes 
will be held on August 27 
at Tura, the district head-
quarters of West Garo 
Hills, and Mawkyrwat, the 
district headquarters of 
South West Khasi Hills.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Manipur governor, Dr. 
Najma Heptulla, and the 
chief minister, N Biren 
Singh, led the people in 
paying homage and offer-
ing floral tributes to the 
former prime minister of 
India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
in a public prayer meeting 
organised in his honour in 
Imphal.

Speaking at the prayer 
meeting, Dr. Najma Hep-
tulla said paying tribute to 
the former prime minister 
would be meaningful only 
when people follow his 
path – the path of true 
democracy and tender 
heart.

The governor said, 
“I think if we really want 
to pay tribute to him, we 
should follow his path to 
serve the nation without 
any expectation. He died 
without any property or 
land.”

Heptulla also remem-
bered her long association 
with the former prime 
minister especially when 
she was the deputy chair-
person of the Rajya Sabha. 
The governor expressed 
her desire to write a book 
on how the democracy 
worked when a deputy 
chairperson and an op-
position leader, belonging 
to different political back-
grounds, shared views on 
the matters relating to the 
nation.

She said Vajpayee was 
a true human being and 
a true Indian, who be-
lieved in his commitment 
throughout his life add-

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 23 (EMN): Manipur 
University (MU) has been formally 
reopened on Thursday with the 
temporary suspension of 85 days old 
shutdown strike, which had para-
lysed the functioning of university 
and many affiliated colleges.

Many students and teachers 
including students from affiliated in-
stitutions turned up at MU campus 
at Canchipur, about 7 km south of 
Imphal for their respective academic 
activities this morning.

Though some of the depart-
ments resumed their classes, the 
University authority is yet to make 
any announcement for reschedul-
ing the suspended semester exami-
nations of around 32 departments.

The vice chancellor in-charge 
and other concerned parties of the 
University are expected to hold 
meetings for the restoration of the 
academic atmosphere in the univer-
sity sooner or later, a senior official 
of the examination section of the 

University said.
President of Manipur University 

Students’ Union, M Dayaman, also 
shared a similar sentiment when 
this reporter visited the University 
campus this afternoon.

However, some university stu-
dents including the PG students of 
Regional Institute of Medical Sci-
ences, who turned up to collect the 
certificates for their final examina-
tions held in May 2018, went back 
empty handed as the university 
authority was yet to prepare things 
in order.

The vice chancellor in-charge of 
the University, Prof W Vishwanath, 
could not be contacted for his com-
ment.

On Wednesday, the Manipur 
University community announced 
to “temporarily suspend” its shut-
down strike after the ministry of hu-
man resource development (HRD) 
approved the joint Memorandum 
of Agreement (MoA) signed among 
the community, HRD and the state 

on August 16 besides considering 
the sufferings of the students com-
munity.

However, the president of Ma-
nipur University Students Union 
(MUSU) stated that the university 
community would stick on to the 
demand for removal of the vice 
chancellor, Adya Prasad Pandey.

MUSU had launched an indefi-
nite shutdown on May 30 demand-
ing for removal of the vice-chancel-
lor Pandey accusing him of financial 
and administrative irregularities, 
which the latter hasd denied.

As per MoA, the three-member 
fact finding committee would be 
reconstituted as an ‘independent 
two member enquiry committee’ 
led by T Nandakumar Singh, former 
acting chief justice of High Court of 
Meghalaya. 

It also agreed that Pandey would 
be on leave during the period of 
inquiry and until follow-up action 
is taken, preferably within a period 
of 15 days.

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): In a coordinated 
operation, Khonsa battalion of the Assam 
Rifles has arrested on alleged NSCN (K) 
cadre in Khogla village under Tirap district, 
Arunachal Pradesh, on August 22 while car-
rying out extortion.

According to the defence release, the 
cadre was identified as ‘ss’ private Haejam 
Wangsa of NSCN (K). He was arrested in 
possession of a pistol, live ammunition, 
extortion notes, opium and other incrimi-
nating evidence.  The accused person di-
vulged that he has been an active part of 
the outfit since 2014 and had undergone 
three months weapon training in a NSCN 
(K) camp in neighbouring country, the 
statement said.

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
Around 14 lakh fake children 
have been found registered 
with Anganwadi centres in As-
sam, drawing benefits from the 
POSHAN Abhiyaan (National 
Nutrition Mission), the Women 
and Child Development (WCD) 
Ministry said on Thursday.

“The data was provided by 
the Assam government on chil-
dren aged 0-6 years, which is our 
cap for the scheme. We (WCD) 
have sent out instructions to all 
the other states to cut out fake 
children registered at Angan-
wadi centres,” WCD Secretary 

Rakesh Srivastava said during 
an orientation programme on 
the nutrition scheme held here.

According to the Ministry, 
there are more than 10 crore 
children registered with the 
Anganwadi centres across the 
country.

Speaking at the event, Union 
WCD minister Maneka Gandhi 
too highlighted the issue of fake 
children getting benefits of the 
scheme and requested the states 
to monitor it. Gandhi said the 
POSHAN Abhiyaan is a great 
step towards eradicating malnu-
trition and stunting.

ing that he would be ever 
remembered for his works 
towards the service of the 
nation.

In his speech, chief 
minister Biren Singh re-
membered Vajpayee as 
a warm hearted leader 
and a good parliamentar-
ian, who never differenti-
ated people on the basis 
of caste, creed, rich or poor 
and opposition or ruling 
parties.

Biren recounted his 
visit to the national capital 
to attend the cremation of 
the former prime minister 
last week and had partici-
pated in the funeral pro-
cession covering around 6 
km on foot from BJP Head-
quarters to Smriti Sthal.

Biren stated that a per-
son’s greatness and con-
tribution to the nation is 
visible more clearly only 
when he/she passes away. 
He was astonished by the 
huge turnout of people 
comprising noted person-
alities and senior leaders 
in the procession.

He lamented that the 
country has lost a great 
leader in his demise. He 
also urged the people of 
the state to share grief with 
the bereaved family.

Manipur legislative as-
sembly speaker, Y Khem-
chand, cabinet ministers, 
MLAs, senior politicians, 
high ranking civil and po-
lice officers and a large 
number of people also 

attended the prayer meet-
ing and paid floral tribute 
to the photograph of Va-
jpayee.

Later, ashes of the 
former prime minister 
were immersed in Imphal 
River by the chief minister. 
Earlier, the urn contain-
ing ashes of the former 
prime minister arrived at 
Imphal Airport from Delhi 
at around 12:30 pm. 

A procession was tak-
en out from the Airport to 
the BJP Manipur Pradesh 
office located at Nityaipat 
Chuthek, where the chief 
minister joined the peo-
ple in paying floral trib-
utes to the Bharat Ratna 
awardee and the veteran 
leader.



OFFICE OF THE
TRAGOPAN CLUB VISWEMA KOHIMA : NAGALAND

CONGRATULATES
With pride and joy the TRAGOPAN CLUB, Viswema convey its heartiest congratulation to our two 

member, former President Dr. HOVITHAL SOTHU, Deputy Director (Training) ATI, Nagaland for being 
awarded Governor’s Gold Medals 2018 and Miss. PULENO NEIKHA, fixed pay coach, Sapaktatraw, 
Department of Youth Resources & Sports Nagaland, who is participating in the 18TH Asian Games 
2018, Indonasia as COACH.

The Club acknowledges them for bringing laurels to the club and the community as a whole.
The club also congratulate Mr. HOLSHE KHRIEO, Sapaktakraw coach, being awarded Dr. T. Ao 

Sports Award 2018 and Mr. VIKEHIETO KENNAO, Inspector, OC Kiphere, Police Station, awarded 
Governor’s award 2018.

The club pray that God bless with good health and guide them to greater heights of success as 
they continue to serve the people.
 VIRASETO NEIKHA VITHWEL KWEHO 
 President  Info.& Publicity Secretary K-

18
36

NEWS ITEM
The Tsütuonuomia Khel, Kohima Village, will be organizing a ‘Social 
Work-cum-Get Together’ on the 25th of August, 2018. The Social 
Work will commence at 8:00AM onwards and thereafter the ‘Get-
Together’ at Rüzie, T. Khel, Kohima Village, at 2:30PM. Therefore, 
in this regard, all Khel members are requested to participate 
without fail. Furthermore, Tsütuonuomia Youth Organization 
(TYO) and Tsütuonuomia Students’ Union (TSU)at the behest of 
Tsütuonuomia Council informs its Khel members not to coincide 
any of its programme(s)on this very important day. In addition, 
any information or clarification pertaining to the said event can 
be reached at 8794239145 (Ruokuosietuo Whuorie, TYO Social 
& Cultural Secretary) and 9436434667 (Neizovolie Nigel Solo, TSU 
Social & Cultural Secretary).   Sd/-

(Kevichütuo Solo)
Info. & Publicity Secretary, TYOK-1834

I, VIJAY KUMAR JAIN resident 
of  Marwari Patti, Dimapur 
herebty declare that I have 
changed my name from BIJOY 
KUMAR JAIN to VIJAY KUMAR 
JAIN vide Affidavit No./353/18.
•	That BIJOY KUMAR JAIN &           

VIJAY KUMAR JAIN is of one 
and same person
•	That	 henceforth	 II	 will	 be	

using my new name as VIJAY 
KUMAR JAIN in all records 
and transaction.

D-5885

CHANGE OF NAME

NO.M-341/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Imlitongzuk 
-Vrs- Kekhangulo Zhiemi resident of Padumpukhuri Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 23.09.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Imlitongzuk
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 1043
Dag No: 355|1470, Area: 00B-01K-09Ls
North: Akumtemjen Aier, South: Aienla, 
East: Tayong, West: Approach Road

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd August 18

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

NOTICE

D-5886

K-1837

LOST NOTICE
I, Mr. Bijamo Kithan 

has lost my class 8 
(Eight) ESL passed 

Certificate.
Name: BIJAMO KITHAN

Father’s Name:  
B. MALAMO KITHAN

Mother’s Name:  
M. NYIMBENI KITHAN

D.O.B: 22.10.2000
Certificate Regd. No: 

J130396
School: Govt. High 

School, Sungro

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KEVILENUO W/o LT. KHRIEZOLIE ANGAMI, Mechanic Gd-I, Deptt, 
N.ST. Nagaland, Dimapur resident of Chiephobozou Town, Kohima has applied 
for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave 
encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20059291945 
SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 24.07.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II  Dated Kohima, the 23rd Aug, 2018

KG-2752

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. KEZEVILHOU MERE S/o LT. MHIELIEZHÜ MERE, Peon Dte. Of 
Higher Education N/L Kma resident of P. Khel Kohima Village has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Father- GIS, Leave encashment & N.P.S 
Pram N.110032757512. Who expired on 12.08.2014.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II  Dated Kohima, the 23rd Aug, 2018

KG-2753
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Infinix’s first 
Android One 
smartphone 
in India

Equity indices close positive 
note, capital goods stocks rise

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS):  
Infinix, the online smart-
phone brand of China-
based Transsion Holdings, 
on Thursday launched its 
first Android One smart-
phone Note 5 in India.

The smartphone will 
be available on Flipkart 
from August 31 in 3GB 
RAM+32 GB storage for 
Rs 9,999 and 4GB RAM 
+64GB storage for Rs 
11,999.

Google’s Android One 
is the unmodified Android 
operating system with a 
promise of improved se-
curity through frequent 
updates.

“Following the brand’s 
debut in India last year in 
2017, Infinix’s momentum 
has continued to grow 
in the region due to its 
strong product portfolio,” 
Benjamin Jiang, Manag-
ing Director of Infinix Mo-
bile, said in a statement.

“We are taking a gi-
ant leap in our journey 
towards becoming a top 
e-commerce smartphone 
brand in India. With the 
launch of Note 5 -- an 
Android One powered 
smartphone, we are confi-
dent that this will set new 
benchmarks,” he added.

The new Infinix Note 
5 has a 5.99-inch FHD+ 
screen with 18:9 aspect ra-
tio, 16MP AI selfie camera, 
4500mAh battery coupled 
with 18W fast-charging.

Mumbai, Aug. 23 (IANS):  
The key Indian equity in-
dices - S&P BSE Sensex 
and the NSE Nifty50 - 
closed on a flat-to-posi-
tive note on Thursday, af-
ter scaling fresh intra-day 
highs.

According to analysts, 
healthy buying was wit-
nessed in capital goods, 
IT and healthcare stocks. 
However, selling pressure 
in banking, metal and fi-
nance stocks limited the 
gains.

At 3.30 p.m., the wid-
er Nifty50 provisionally 
closed at 11,582.75 points, 
higher by 11.85 points or 
0.10 per cent from its pre-

vious close of 11,570.90 
points.

The 30-scrip BSE 
Sensex which had opened 
at 38,416.65 points, 
provisionally closed at 
38,336.76 points (3.30 
p.m.), higher by 51.01 
points or 0.13 per cent 
from the previous close 
38,285.75 points. It 
touched an intra-day low 
of 38,227.36 points.

The top gainers on 
the Sensex were NTPC, 
Larsen and Tubro, Reli-
ance, Adani Port, Maruti 
Suzuki, while the major 
losers were Tata Steel, 
Tata Motors(DVR), Vedan-
ta, Tata Steel, Bajaj auto.

Railways to launch Ramayana Yatra Express

Men dominate LinkedIn ‘Power Profiles’ list for India 

Liberty General to pay 70% amount post 
survey to ease Kerala auto-garages’ woes

No intent to put blanket ban on 
messaging apps — Secretary
New Delhi, Aug. 23 
(IANS): The government 
has no intention of im-
posing a blanket ban on 
messaging applications 
and is looking for other 
“technical solutions” to 
curb instances of fake 
news and misuse of these 
apps, a senior official said 
on Thursday.

Speaking to report-
ers on the sidelines of a 
conference here, Depart-
ment of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) Secretary 
Aruna Sundararajan said 
that “technical solutions” 
would be worked out 

based on technologies 
such as metadata and ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) to 
address the concerns.

According to earlier re-
ports, the Department had 
asked telecom operators 
to look for ways to block 
messaging applications in 
the wake of increasing fake 
news on social media.

Responding to the re-
ports, the Cellular Opera-
tors Association of India 
had said it would be very 
difficult for telecom op-
erators to block individual 
mobile applications and 
suggested that the govern-

ment should look at “more 
effective” steps to curb 
fake news and maintain 
public order.

On Tuesday, Electron-
ics and IT Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad met What-
sapp CEO Chris Daniels 
and asked the visiting offi-
cial to comply with Indian 
laws and take “suitable” 
steps to prevent the mis-
use of the instant messag-
ing platform.

According to Prasad, 
Daniels assured him that 
the Facebook-owned plat-
form will soon take steps 
in this regard.

GSI discovers 72,000 mt of high 
grade limemud off West Coast

Indian economy expected to grow 
by 7.5% in 2018 — Moody’s

Kolkata, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
The Geological Survey of 
India (GSI) has delineat-
ed 72,000 million tonnes 
of high grade limemud 
off the Gujarat and Ma-
harashtra coasts, which 
can work as an alterna-
tive of chemical grade 
limestone, scarcely avail-
able in the country so far, 
an official said here on 
Thursday.

The offshore limemud 
has been located in an 
area covering 6,603 sq.km 
at a water depth of 55-
120 meters in the Arabian 
Sea, around 80-100 km off 
the coastline, and con-
tains significant amount 
of chemical compounds 
that have high require-
ment in the glass and 
steel smelting industries.

“It is a significant dis-
covery by the GSI’s ma-
rine and coastal survey 
division as the values of 
‘Calcium-Oxide’ (CaO), 

which is accounted for 
the quality of limestone, 
is reasonably high in the 
found limemud (46-52 
per cent). Also the mate-
rial is light, free flowing 
and situated at a min-
able depth. So the mining 
would be easy. It has the 
potential to become an 
alternative of high grade 
limestone that is scarcely 
available in India,” Di-
nesh Gupta, Director 
General of GSI, told the 
reporters here.

“The total consump-
tion of limestone was 
242.45 million tonnes 
in India during the year 
2016-17. About 97 per 
cent of the total produc-
tion of lime stone in India 
is cement grade, while 
just two per cent of it is 
iron and steel grade and 
one per cent is of chemi-
cal grade. So India’s in-
dustrial requirement for 
steel, blast furnace and 

chemical grade limestone 
are met from imports so 
far,” he pointed out.

The official revealed 
that though the quantum 
of the limemud deposit 
was assessed before, the 
chemical content found 
in the deposit has been 
identified recently.

“It has also been 
found during testing that 
the quantity of hazardous 
materials like Silica and 
Alumina in the limemud 
is within permissible lim-
its of around one per cent. 
So the entire material of 
limemud can be utilised 
as it would generate zero 
waste,” Gupta said.

He said 12 blocks of 
limemud, discovered 
within the Indian Ex-
clusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) is within the mining 
limits and the cement and 
iron industries can take 
the lease and mine the 
region to use the material.

Mumbai, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
Global credit ratings, re-
search, and risk analysis 
firm Moody’s Investors 
Service expects the In-
dian economy to grow 
by around 7.5 per cent in 
2018 and 2019.

However, the com-
pany expects the coun-
try’s economy to grow at 
a higher rate of 7.7 per 
cent in the first quarter of 
2018.

“We expect the Indian 
economy to grow around 
7.5 per cent in 2018 and 
2019. Economic activity 
grew by 7.7 per cent in 
the first quarter of 2018,” 
Moody’s Investors Service 
said in its Global Macro 
Outlook: 2018-19 (August 
2018 Update) report.

“High frequency indi-
cators suggest a similar 
outturn for the second 
quarter. Growth is sup-
ported by strong urban 
and rural demand and 
improved industrial ac-
tivity.”

According to the firm, 
PMI (Purchasing Manag-
ers Index) and the index 
of eight core industries 
(ECI) shows robust activi-
ty in the industrial sector. 

“A normal monsoon 
together with the in-
crease in the minimum 

support prices for kharif 
crops, should support ru-
ral demand,” the report 
said.

“Thus, despite exter-
nal headwinds from high-
er oil prices and tighten-

ing financing conditions, 
growth prospects for the 
remainder of the year 
remain in line with the 
economy’s potential.” 

Besides, the agency 
said that the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) is ex-
pected to continue on a 
steady monetary policy 
tightening path into 2019. 

It pointed out that a 
rise in core inflation and 
vulnerability to tighten-
ing external financial 
conditions as the main 
concerns behind the 
trend. 

“Retail inflation in In-
dia has risen as per our 
expectations since mid-
2017, but remains stable 
around 5 per cent. But 
core inflation has moved 

up in recent months to 
6.2 per cent,” the report 
said.

“The run up in energy 
prices over the past few 
months will raise head-
line inflation temporar-

ily. The impact on food 
inflation from increased 
procurement prices to 
farmers, will be mitigated 
somewhat by the expect-
ed rise in farm output be-
cause of a good harvest.”

In addition, the com-
pany said that the upside 
to inflation comes from 
strengthening demand, 
which is reflected in ris-
ing core inflation. 

“We therefore expect 
the RBI to continue on 
a steady tightening path 
into 2019,” the report 
said.

In July, the RBI had 
raised the benchmark 
repo rate by 25 basis 
points for the second 
time in two months to 6.5 
per cent.

BUSINESS

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS):  In a 
reflection of the power equation 
in the society, men outnumber 
women by a large margin in the 
fifth edition of LinkedIn’s Power 
Profiles list for India released on 
Thursday.

In the list divided in eight 
categories, women have the up-
per hand only in two categories 
-- “Human Resources” and the 
newly introduced “Social Im-
pact” - areas where women are 
traditionally thought to be good 
at.

In the rest of six categories 
-- Technology, CEOs, Finance, 
LinkedIn Influencers, Internet, 
and Marketing & Advertising -- 
representation of women pale in 
comparison to men.

Out of the 73 professionals in 
the list, which is a showcase of 
the “most-viewed” professionals 
in India, 28 are women (38 per 
cent).

In the previous year’s Linke-
dIn Power Profiles list, women’s 
representation was 16 per cent. 

According to a Deloitte report 
last year, women hold just 12.4 
per cent of board seats in India.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, actor Priyanka Chopra, 
Paytm Founder Vijay Shekar 

Sharma, Microsoft India Presi-
dent Anant Maheshwari and Xi-
aomi India Managing Director 
and Global Vice President Manu 
Kumar Jain are among those who 
are featured in this year’s Linke-
dIn Power Profiles list. 

This year, the “CEO”, “Inter-
net”, and “Technology” categories 
feature new names such as Flip-

kart CEO and Co-Founder Binny 
Bansal, H&M India Country Man-
ager Janne Einola, Myntra and 
Jabong CEO Ananth Narayanan 
and Nearbuy.com Co-Founder 
and CEO Ankur Warikoo.

Women leaders Debjani 
Ghosh, President at NASSCOM; 
Nisaba Godrej, Chairperson, Go-
drej Consumer Products; and Su-
chita Salwan, CEO and Founder, 
Little Black Book are also some 
of the new entrants to this year’s 
edition.

“LinkedIn Power Profiles 
2018 is a celebration of the most 

viewed professionals in India, 
those who are great examples of 
strong professional brands that 
inspire our 50+ million members 
across the country,” Srividya Go-
pani, Director, Brand and Con-
sumer Marketing, Asia-Pacific 
and China, said in a statement.

“These Power Profiles have 
not only had exciting journeys, 
but they participate in meaning-
ful dialogue, offer perspectives, 
and continue to engage all our 
members, including young career 
starters,” Gopani added.

The “Marketing and Advertis-
ing” list features veterans from 
some of the most talked about 
trendsetting brands of the year 
including Apple (Parul Mattoo, 
Apple India Head), Nykaa.com 
(CMO Hitesh Malhotra) and Jio 
(Satyarth Priyedarshi, Head of 
Product Marketing for JioChat).

Reliance Jio’s Vice President 
of HR, Harjeet Khanduja has also 
been a LinkedIn Power Profile in 
the ‘HR’ category in 2016, and 
now once again in 2018.

Chennai, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
In order to ease the pain of 
the flood-affected motor 
insurance policyholders 
and also the garage owners 
in Kerala, private non-life 
insurer Liberty General In-
surance Ltd has decided to 
release about 70 per cent of 
the claims payable to ga-
rage owners upfront, said a 
top company official.

“It is not only the mo-
tor policyholders who are 
affected, even the vehicle 
repair garages are affected 
and they may not have the 
necessary working capital 
to buy the vehicle spares 
when large number of au-
tomobiles come for repair 
in Kerala as the flood wa-
ters are receding,” Roopam 

Asthana, CEO and Whole 
Time Director, told IANS 
on Thursday.

He said the company’s 
exposure under the motor 
insurance portfolio in Ker-
ala is largely limited to two-
wheelers and not highly 
priced four-wheelers.

“We have drawn a 
customer-centric claims 
processing plans for our 
policyholders in Kerala. 
There is rush of two wheel-
ers for repairs at garages in 
Kerala. We are looking at 
three-hour time frame to 
assess the loss and allow 
the garages to start their 
repair work,” Asthana said.

According to him, the 
company has decided not 
to insist on submission of 

driving licence for motor 
claims for vehicles affected 
by floods as the damage 
was not due to a road ac-
cident.

He said the company 
has hired yards to park the 
vehicles taken over after 
settling the claims on total 
loss basis.

“We auction off such 
vehicles. We do reverse 
auctions,” Asthana said.

Asthana said it is early 
days to estimate the to-
tal amount of insurance 
claims that general insurers 
may have to face in Kerala.

As regards Liberty Gen-
eral Insurance, he said the 
company has got about 170 
motor claims -- two and 
four-wheelers.

He said 85 per cent of 
the motor claims lodged 
with the company are 
surveyed by in-house sur-
veyors which in turn cuts 
down the claims turna-
round time and also poli-
cyholder’s complaints.

The Insurance Regula-
tory and Development Au-
thority of India (IRDAI) has 
asked the insurers to sim-
plify the claims procedures 
while dealing with claims 
from Kerala.

The insurance regula-
tor has asked the insur-
ers to appoint a nodal 
officer for Kerala. The of-
ficer should ensure claims 
are surveyed fast and the 
claim amount is paid 
quickly.

New Delhi, Aug. 23 
(IANS): The Railways will 
run a Shri Ramayana Yatra 
Express from Madurai in 
Tamil Nadu on Novem-
ber 14 on the Ramayana 
circuit to cover the major 
spots related to the Hindu 
epic, it was announced on 
Tuesday.

The Indian Rail Tour-
ism and Catering Corp 
(IRCTC) said the 800-seat-
er train will depart Ma-
durai and complete its 
journey at Rameswaram, 
also in Tamil Nadu, in 15 
days.

“The train will cover 
all important destina-

tions associated with the 
life of Lord Shri Ram in a 
16-day all inclusive tour 
package,” it said. This will 
be spread in India and Sri 
Lanka. 

The package will cover 
all meals, accommoda-
tion and wash and change 
facilities in dharmashalas, 
all transfers, sight-seeing 
arrangements and dedi-
cated tour manager of 
IRCTC who will travel with 
the tourists. 

The pilgrimage will 
have two components 
- one each in India and 

Sri Lanka. 
The Shri Ramayana 

Yatra Express departing 
from Madurai will have 
several boarding stations 
including Dindigul, Karur, 
Erode, Salem, Jolarpet, 
Katpadi, Chennai Cen-
tral and Renigunta with 
the first stopover being at 
Hospet to visit the Ramay-

ana sites of Kishkindha 
Kandam. 

“Further the train will 
proceed to Nasik Road 
for visiting the temples at 
Panchavati (Aranya Kan-
dam), followed by Chi-
trakoot Dham (Ayodhya 
Kandam), Darbhanga 
(Bala Kandam), Sita 
Marhi, Janakpur (Nepal), 

Ayodhya and Nandigram 
(Ayodhya Kandam), Al-
lahabad and Shringvern-
pur (Aranya Kandam) and 
Rameshwaram,” it said.

The Sri Lanka leg has 
been planned prior to the 
train journey with depar-
ture from Chennai on No-
vember 2. Tne tour will be 
charged separately.
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Time to Act
T

he dismissal of the case filed by the Acaut 
and PSAN against the government of Naga-
land concerning irregular appointments in 
the state that were made after April 10 2006 

is not the end of the issue. It is surely not the end of 
hope for the thousands of unemployed youths in the 
state. Although the case was dismissed, the court 
showed in a way how best the case can be filed again 
following proper procedure. It kept the door open 
for a fresh case to be filed.  On the other hand, it has 
instead taught the many aspiring youths of the state 
some very basics of law that governs the state.

The court was very specific when disposing the 
case that the case was not dismissed on grounds of 
merit. Instead it pronounced that the case was not 
maintainable because it involved 25 government de-
partments against which the allegation of irregular 
appointments were made. The court maintained that 
all the irregular appointments in the departments 
cannot be taken up in entirety.  The other ground 
for dismissal was that the petitioners were unable to 
prove how they were the aggrieved parties because 
of the alleged irregular appointments.  Had the case 
been a Public Interest Litigation the outcome of the 
case may have been quite different.

Although the present case has been dismissed, it 
is only a matter of time that the issue returns to the 
courts again. Moreover, the court directed the state 
respondents not to regularise irregular appointments 
according to the office memorandums of 11/8/16 
and 4/8/16 as it is against the Supreme Court’s order.  
This is a very strong direction to the state government 
for future appointments that needs to be adhered to.  
It is time for the government to streamline the re-
cruitment process. Once the recruitment process is 
made just and transparent it would bring an end to 
the many disgruntled anti-establishment voices. Sanu George | IANS

Paul Reilly and Ioanna Tantanasi | The Conversation

We can see Jesus in the lives of 
His followers.

As I looked down at the pulpit where I was 
sharing prayers at a funeral, I glimpsed a 
brass plaque bearing words from John 
12:21: “Sir, we would see Jesus” (kjv). 

Yes, I thought, how fitting to consider how we 
saw Jesus in the woman we were celebrating with 
tears and smiles. Although she faced challenges 
and disappointments in her life, she never gave up 
her faith in Christ. And because God’s Spirit lived 
in her, we could see Jesus.

John’s gospel recounts how after Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem (see John 12:12–16), some 
Greeks approached Philip, one of the disciples, 
asking, “Sir, . . . we would like to see Jesus” (v. 
21). They were probably curious about Jesus’s 
healings and miracles, but as they weren’t Jew-
ish, they weren’t allowed into the inner courts of 
the temple. When their request was passed along 
to Jesus, He announced that His hour had come 
to be glorified (v. 23). And by that, He meant that 
He would die for the sins of many. He would fulfill 
His mission to reach not only the Jews but the 
Gentiles (the “Greeks” in verse 20), and now they 
would see Jesus.

After Jesus died, He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell 
in His followers (14:16–17). Thus as we love and 
serve Jesus, we see Him active in our lives. And, 
amazingly, those around us too can see Jesus!

Lord Jesus Christ, I am humbled and 
amazed that You would come and live in 

me. Help me to share this amazing gift with 
those I meet today.

Problems and Solutions to Protection and Preservation of Forests in Nagaland - My Perspective

F
orests play a natural multi-func-
tional auto-balancing role in the 
ecosystem and are indispensa-
ble for survival and continuity 

of human race on planet earth. “The 
Lungs of the planet”, forests are a huge 
carbon sinks arresting major portion of 
greenhouse gas and helps to combat, 
address and stabilize climate change. 
Besides providing us with various in-
tangible and tangible benefits, forests 
serves as an ecosystem, and sustains 
life for thousands of birds and animals.  

But unfortunately, mankind has 
been a menace and threat to forests 
and thereby to “OWNRACE”. In the 
past, exploitation of forest was limited 
to personal and community uses. But 
in recent year, we are a witness to in-
sensate abuse and exploitation of forest 
resources due to ever insatiable greed 
of human. This has led to loss of biodi-
versity, rise in temperature, increase in 
frequency of floods, extinction of sev-
eral species of plants and animals and 
hence ecological imbalance. 

As per India State of Forest Report 
(ISFR) 2017, whereas, most other states 
of the country witnessed an increase in 
forests cover, Nagaland has been ranked 
second among the north eastern states 
for a wrong reason, with reported loss of 
forest cover by over 2.5% of forest area 
measuring 450 sq km since 2015. But, 
with 88.3% of forestlands being private-
ly owned; by individuals, communities 
or villages, who have absolute legal 
rights over the use of their ancestral in-
herited land, the government has little 
or no control over what the individuals, 
communities or villages decides to do 
with their forestlands other than advice-
giving, and raising awareness about the 
importance of protection and preserva-
tion of forests. As such, effective man-
agement, protection and preservation 
of forests and wildlife in Nagaland, will 
definitely be ‘never possible’ without 
strong cooperation, active participa-
tion, involvement and contribution of 
local communities.  And for this,

1. The concerned department 
and the government should promote 
the conservation of forests and wildlife 
outside PAs (Protected Areas), by en-
couraging, and creating facilitating and 
enabling environment for the commu-
nities and villages, to come forward to 
declare their forestlands as community 
reserves.

2.  The government should bring 
in regulations in a way that makes it 

mandatory to all the recognised villages 
receiving grant-in-aids and various oth-
er development funds from the govern-
ment to commit to keep and maintain 
some minimum percentage of area/s of 
forestlands under their respective vil-
lage jurisdiction as reserved. This way 
protection and preservation of forest-
lands outside PAs (Protected Areas) 
could be achieved.

3. There should be delegation of 
powers/authorities to the local com-
munities to manage, protect and pre-
serve their forests and wildlife outside 
PAs (Protected Areas) as they know 
their forests best and are the better cus-
todian for the best keep of their forests 
and wildlife. By delegation of authority 
to the local communities for the man-
agement, protection and preservation 
of forests and wildlife, they shoulder the 
three basics elements of delegation of 
authority i.e. responsibility, decision-
making power and accountability. 

4. For CRs (Community Reserve 
Areas), the chairmen and executive 
members of the management Commit-
tees should be elected from among the 
permanent residents of the village/s. 
Government servants or those not per-
manent residents of the village/s should 
not be allowed the membership of such 
committees as they cannot manage 
and protect the forests in absentia.

5. The chairmen and executive 
members of Community Reserves For-
ests Committees should have a fixed 
tenure say one year, for a management 
plan of 5 years and not permanent ten-
ure for the entire period of plan. So that, 
more others get the opportunity to par-
ticipate, involve and contribute in the 
management, protection and preser-
vation efforts. By this, the success and 
failure of management plan can also be 
monitored, evaluated and assessed an-
nually. 

6. Considering the fundamental 
importance, the forest resources have, 
in the livelihood of the people that 
meets and addresses the very basic and 
subsistence needs of fuel wood, timber, 
fodder and other forest produce of the 
rural populace, particularly the poor 
living in villages; alternative livelihood 
measures on a sustained basis to im-
prove the living conditions of forests 
dependent families should be the focus.

7. The success of any scheme, 
project, programme, be it international, 
national or local with regard to protec-
tion, preservation and development of 

forest resources in Nagaland will de-
pend largely on whether the alternative 
livelihood measures have been effec-
tively addressed. Without addressing 
this issue, the success if any claimed, 
will be only on papers. This is so be-
cause, for the agencies, department and 
the government, it is development, pro-
tection and preservation for the future 
but for the poor, it is about their daily 
subsistence needs for survival. “As such, 
financial assistance, forests develop-
ment funds/schemes etc should focus 
more on alternative livelihood and less 
on other forest development activi-
ties as forests and wildlife will flourish 
if leave it be, with nil human interfer-
ence”.

8. With complicated procedure 
of compensation for crop damage by 
wild animals, most often the affected 
families turns to exploit forests re-
sources (cutting and selling of firewood, 
hunting, killing and selling of wild birds 
and animals etc) for immediate in-
come source to sustain their family’s 
daily needs. And so, the grant of com-
pensation/financial assistance for crop 
damaged by wild animals should be 
quick, easy and commensurate to loss. 
We just cannot add to the loss and rub 
salt to their wound letting them (poor 
illiterate aggrieved farmers) run from 
pillar to post to apply for compensa-
tion. By this, they expense more than 
they will receive as compensation. The 
concerned department and the gov-
ernment should therefore; streamline 
the existing complicated procedure of 
compensation for crop damage by wild 
animals to facilitate easy and prompt 
redressal of grievances.

9. Continuous awareness crea-
tion on the importance of forests and 
wildlife, awareness on Wildlife Protec-
tion Acts and its implication as far as 
possible covering all rural areas and vil-
lages. 

10. Strengthening of Wildlife 
Crime Control agencies of the state in 
terms of manpower, mobility and re-
sources to efficiently and effectively 
deal with wildlife crimes.

11. Setting-up of Wildlife Crime 
Control Unit in all district headquarters 
under respective Divisional Forest Offic-
er to control and monitor Wildlife Crime.

12. Financial assistances, recog-
nition, commendation to registered 
NGOs working in the field of forest and 
wildlife.

13. Yearly award/recognition/ci-

tation/commendation to district/area/
village/individuals by the department/
government for best conservation and 
protection efforts.

14. Soliciting the support and co-
operation of press, media etc for crea-
tion of awareness on importance of for-
ests and wildlife.

With the bulk of forestlands being 
privately owned, these above men-
tioned few among other things are 
critical for the success of any efforts on 
management, protection and preserva-
tion of forest and wildlife in our state. 

That said, the appeal of the govern-
ment, agencies, bodies, NGOs etc for 
protection and preservation of forests 
and wildlife should not be misconstrued 
as being covetous of the forestlands, 
the ownership of which is undisput-
able. Protection and preservation of 
own forests resources should be with or 
without government’s financial aid, as-
sistance or support. It should be in true 
altruistic spirit of saving for the future 
generations and not for the sake of gov-
ernment schemes and financial assist-
ances. While many villages have been 
protecting and preserving their forests 
and wildlife for ages, with “Zero” finan-
cial assistance from the government, it 
is unfortunate that some are ‘more-only’ 
concerned of the amount of financial as-
sistance/grants rather than the success 
of protection and preservation efforts.

What is even more unfortunate 
and disappointing is the lackadaisical, 
apathetic, not my concern attitude of 
the many so called “the educated, the 
influential, the intellectual, the well-
informed, the enlightened and the 
learned” when it concerns the cause of 
forests, wildlife and nature. Their-this 
Indifferent disposition I say, does much 
more damage than those actually doing 
it harm. The mindset that protection 
and preservation is the responsibil-
ity of the government agencies should 
change. We are all individually respon-
sible for protection and preservation of 
forests, “The Commonwealth”. And so, 
every individual should contribute and 
do whatever little his/her part towards 
protection and preservation of this, 
“Earth’s Key Life Support System”, to en-
sure its sustenance for the survival and 
continuity of human race on earth.

 “We don’t inherit the earth from our 
ancestors; we borrow it from our chil-
dren”   - Native American proverb

Hukai H. Zhimo

A Treacherous Canoe Ride That Saved a Baby Girl in Kerala

M
inha’s parents are still thanking God for 
sending most unexpected help when 
they decided to leave their flooded home 
in Kerala with their seven-month-old girl 

amid a menacing sea of water.
The girl’s mother, Helen Mobin, a pharmacist by 

profession, said it had been raining in her village Me-
pral unceasingly, the situation turning from bad to 
worse on the night of August 16.

“When we woke up the next morning, water was 
all around our house. We knew we had to leave,” Helen 
told IANS.

Wrapping up tiny Minha in plenty of clothes, the 
parents placed her in a small make-shift aluminium 
‘vessel’. 

“We then started wading through the waters which 
was coming up to our hips. Seeing the rising waters, 
our only hope was God,” said Helen.

There was water everywhere. It was a frightening 
scenario. The parents had to hold the ‘vessel’ carefully 
so that the girl, weighing just 3 kg, suffered no harm.

The area they were passing through had been hit 
hard after the worst flooding in a century enveloped 
large parts of Kerala, claiming hundreds of lives and 
leaving more than one million people homeless.

After wading through the waters for almost a kilo-
metre, two locals who were passing by in a small wa-
ter canoe spotted them. They agreed to take them on 
board.

Initially the family wanted to go to Helen’s parents’ 
home but decided against it as more rains had been 
predicted. Instead, they decided to head to her aunt’s 
home at Thiruvalla.

“When we said this to our helpers, they readily 
agreed although it meant they will have to go in the ca-
noe for almost five kilometres.

“They asked us all to sit in the canoe. Since there 
was heavy current, they said they will not be able to 
row. Instead would push it all the way. They did that,” 

said Helen.
On numerous occasions during the trip, she felt 

God was protecting the small canoe amid the rising 
waters and strong currents.

Finally, after almost two hours, they reached Ka-
vumbaghom where the tarred roads were partially vis-
ible. That’s where they got out of the canoe, profusely 
thanking the men who had helped them although they 
were strangers.

“As we started to walk towards my aunt’s house 
about 2 kilometres away, a car stopped and gave us a lift. 

“Since then, we are at my aunt’s home. Our baby is 
fine and is presently sleeping,” said Helen, wiping her 
tears. “It is God who saved us and our baby.” 

Minha’s first tryst with life came when she was born 
90 days ahead of schedule, weighing a mere 960 grams. 
For 70 long days, she was in the neo-natal intensive 
care unit of a hospital.

“In just seven months, she and we have undergone 
several trying moments. If not for God’s mercy, I do not 
know what would have happened,” said Helen.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
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PATH
We Would  
See Jesus

BIBLE READ:  JOHN 12:20–26    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

They came to Philip . . . with a request. “Sir,” they 
said, “we would like to see Jesus.”

~  John 12:21

Social Media’s Not All Bad – It’s 
Saving Lives in Disaster Zones

S
ocial media was recently cred-
ited with reducing the number 
of casualties caused by air strikes 
in the Syrian civil war. The early 

warning system, developed by tech star-
tup Hala Systems, uses remote sensors 
to detect aircraft flying over the oppo-
sition-held northern province of Idlib. 
Alerts are then sent via Facebook and in-
stant messaging apps such as WhatsApp 
to civilians and aid workers in affected 
areas. These messages give relevant in-
formation such as the areas likely to 
come under heavy bombardment and 
the duration of these raids.

Since its launch in 2016, the system 
has reportedly reduced the number of 
casualties in the region caused by air 
strikes by as much as 27%. The system 
also triggers traditional air raid sirens 
that might actually be more effective 
than social media in reaching key de-
mographics in affected areas. Neverthe-
less, this example shows why social me-
dia has become big news for emergency 
managers seeking to provide accurate 
and timely information to people af-
fected by disasters.

Incidents such as Hurricane Sandy 
in September 2012 have shown how dis-
aster response teams can leverage the 
“power of collective intelligence” given 

by social media. Members of the public 
use these platforms to share critical in-
formation that helps build a bigger pic-
ture of the situation. They also play a key 
role in correcting misinformation and 
dispelling rumours that have the poten-
tial to hinder efforts to restore critical 
services in affected areas.

Twitter hashtags in particular func-
tion as “fire spaces”, transforming data 
generated by citizens into information 
that helps first responders allocate re-
sources to the people who need them 
most. Emergency managers frequently 
use information-gathering platforms 
such as Ushahidi and Twitcident to help 
them sift through the large volume of 
data available on these sites at each 
stage of the incident.

They have also mobilised “digital 
volunteers” who offer their time without 
having to leave home to assist with this 
task. Groups such as the Virtual Opera-
tions Support Teams and the Digital Hu-
manitarian Network helped analyse the 
social media data generated during nat-
ural disasters such as Hurricane Harvey, 
as well as terrorist incidents such as the 
November 2015 Paris terrorist attacks.

Social media can also be used by citi-
zens to provide emotional and material 
support to those living in disaster-affected 

areas. Our research projects CascEff and 
IMPROVER found several examples of 
such citizen-led social media campaigns. 
These included #hasselthelp, which pro-
vided shelter to those festival goers who 
had fled the 2011 Pukkelpop festival dis-
aster. And #PorteOuverte, which fulfilled 
the same function for those caught up in 
the Paris terrorist attacks.

These hashtags appeared to empow-
er local communities to join in disaster 
response, theoretically increasing their 
resilience towards such incidents in the 
future. Yet social media users typically 
disengaged from these online groups 
once their questions about the incident 
had been answered. And we found that 
they didn’t necessarily show a stronger 
commitment to responding to the dis-
asters. What’s more, emergency man-
agement organisations are likely to 
remain the most influential and reputa-
ble sources of crisis information for the 
foreseeable future.

The problem with relying on digital 
media for disaster response is that not 
everyone has access to it. Many people 
are still sceptical about the trustwor-
thiness and reliability of information 
posted online. Research shows that 
members of the public are still more 
likely to perceive traditional media such 
as newspapers, radio and television as 
more credible than social media.

Mixing old and new
Because there’s always a risk of mobile 
networks also going down, any com-
munication strategy has to involve a mix 
of traditional and digital media. Our re-
search found that radio was still seen as 
the most resilient communication chan-
nel that could help reach large numbers 
of people when power supplies were 
disrupted.

Our work also suggests there aren’t 
any ways social media is used that make 
it indispensable to emergency manag-
ers. Instead, they need to assess how 
people are behaving and the informa-
tion they need to work out the best way 
to communicate in any scenario, includ-
ing by learning lessons from previous 
disasters.

Overly optimistic views of social 
media as a panacea for the problems 
in crisis communication often ignore 
the importance of a mix of traditional 
and digital tools. Perhaps that’s why the 
Syrian air strike warning system, which 
sounded conventional alarms based 
on data gathered by social media, has 
proved so successful.

Paul Reilly is a senior lecturer in Social 
Media and Digital Society at the 

University of Sheffield.
Ioanna Tantanasi is a research 

associate at University of Sheffield
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today your physi-
cal and mental energy should be operating 
at a very high level, Aries. You probably won’t 
spend much time inside if you can avoid it. 

Expect get-togethers with friends and colleagues, and 
some stimulating, animated discussions. You may 
want to go for a workout. This is a great day to go out in 
the evening, perhaps to a concert, play, or movie. Have 
a great day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your intuition is 
likely to be very keen today, Taurus. Accurate 
psychic insights could come to you thick and 
fast. Your imagination is also strong, and you 

might come up with ideas to enrich your home, work, 
or anything else on your mind. Don’t be surprised if 
you seem to know what others will say before they even 
think of it. Write down any premonitions to verify later.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Get-togethers 
with friends or meetings with a group should 
prove informative and enlightening today, 
Gemini, although some of it may be a bit per-

plexing. You may have useful information to share, but 
you’ll probably spend as much time listening as talk-
ing. Your friends may have happy news. Don’t be sur-
prised if day’s end finds you more tightly bonded than 
before. Enjoy!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today things 
could be rather hectic at work, Cancer. 
You’ll probably be very busy and happy with 
whatever results you produce. You could tire 

yourself out, so be sure to take occasional breaks, and 
certainly don’t forget to eat. Don’t be surprised if col-
leagues pay you a lot of compliments. In the evening, 
go out to dinner and unwind. You deserve it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Some new infor-
mation about an interesting field could 
have you browsing the web and looking 
through books to learn more, Leo. This 

could involve law, philosophy, history, or spirituality. 
You could find so much that you want to take notes 
or make a lot of photocopies. Don’t tire yourself out, 
and try to keep track of time. You might miss dinner 
or get to bed very late.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you might 
learn about new and creative ways to increase 
your income, Virgo, possibly involving tech-
nology in some way. So much new informa-

tion could come your way that you find it hard to keep 
track of it, so make sure you take note of where you 
found it so you can consult the source later. Your mind 
could be going so fast that you need to take a walk to 
clear your head.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Social events could 
put you in touch with interesting people in 
intriguing professions, Libra. You might get 
involved in some fascinating conversations 

that provide you with a lot of useful information. Some 
of what you hear could be so bizarre that you find it dif-
ficult to believe. New friendships or groups could result 
from this interaction, so get contact information. Enjoy!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A friend or 
colleague could recommend some books 
that you want to read right away, Scorpio. Be 
sure you take breaks and rest your eyes from 

time to time to avoid eyestrain and headaches today. 
It’s also important to remember to get out and go for a 
walk, weather permitting. Your body needs stimulation 
as much as your mind, and a walk will clear your head. 
Enjoy your day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today your 
mind will be quick, insightful, and inspired, 
Sagittarius. Your creative impulses should go 
a thousand miles an hour and ideas should 

pop in and out of your head like crazy. Most likely you’ll 
want to drop everything else and write down all your 
ideas. Make use of this inspiration while you can, as it 
may come in fits and starts. You could be surprised by 
what you produce.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Visitors 
could pop in and out during the day, Cap-
ricorn, and you’ll be in the right frame of 
mind to enjoy their company. Expect inter-

esting news and stimulating conversation. At the end of 
the day, your mind may be going like a house afire, so it 
might be a good idea to take a walk or get some other 
form of exercise or else you might not be able to sleep.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t be sur-
prised if your inbox fills with email or your 
phone rings off the hook, Aquarius. Friends, 
relatives, and colleagues could have great 

news and useful information. One or more of these 
messages could inspire you to send a few of your own 
or even pay some visits. Most of what you learn should 
be positive and exciting, although some things may be 
confusing.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Inspiration is the 
word for today, Pisces. Your creative talent 
should blossom and motivate you to work on 
wonderful ideas. This could involve music, 

painting, decorating, or cooking. Relax and have fun 
with it. Whatever you do, you’ll probably be pleased 
with the results. Feedback from others should be en-
couraging. Make notes of ideas you don’t use today to 
remember them later.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Anandita Thakur and Karan Saini | thewire.in

Selling Aadhaar: What the UIDAI’s Advertisements Don’t Tell You

Air Pollution Shortens Life By More Than One Year in India

F
or the last four years, the 
Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI), the 
bureaucratic machine that 

governs India’s biometric authen-
tication programme, has been ex-
tremely defensive. The authority’s 
CEO regularly uses one of the coun-
try’s most-respected newspapers 
as a platform to unilaterally dis-
miss the security and privacy con-
cerns emanating from the Aadhaar 
project as “Luddite paranoia”. He 
has also dismissed concerns raised 
over reports of large-scale exclu-
sion, especially in welfare schemes, 
as anecdotal evidence and a narra-
tive pushed forth by corrupt people 
looking to “demonise Aadhaar”.

Where carefully-crafted op-eds 
don’t work, police cases do. The 
UIDAI has filed three FIRs against 
critics who have documented secu-
rity flaws and data breaches within 
the larger Aadhaar ecosystem, 
two of them being journalists. The 
original tech architect behind the 
initiative staunchly believes that 
most Aadhaar critics are part of an 
“orchestrated campaign” to malign 
the biometric authentication pro-
gramme.

It is unsurprising, therefore, that 
the advertisements the UIDAI has 
commissioned over the last few 
years come from a moralistic high-
ground, where nothing is wrong in 
Aadhaar-land and everything works 
as it’s supposed to. As we show be-
low, these advertisements mas-
querade under the guise of serving 
a public good while conveniently 
sidestepping legitimate concerns 
regarding failures of the project.

An advertisement titled ‘Aad-
haar – the most trusted ID in India’ 
was uploaded to the UIDAI’s official 
YouTube channel in May 2018. The 
advertisement features three sub-
jects, of which two are upper-class 
women of the same household, and 
the other a domestic help which 
they are looking to hire. One of the 
women in the ad questions the 
domestic help on matters such as 
her identity, her past employment, 
whether she possesses a voter ID 
card, PAN card or any other forms 
of identification, to which the help 
responds by saying “How would I 
have one of those?”.

The advertisement goes as far 
as to portray Aadhaar as being ‘the 
most trusted ID’ in the country due 
to the ease and perception of se-
curity presented by the prospect of 
being able to verify the validity of a 
card online, something which, ac-
cording to the advert, no other ID 
available in India offers.

While this claim in itself is not 
entirely true – as PAN card and 
voter ID details too can be verified 
online – this message of a trusted, 
spotless ecosystem is portrayed de-
spite the widely known instances of 
false entries in the database, as well 

as reports of rampant misuse due 
to cracked enrollment software and 
abuse by fraudulent operators.

In September of 2014, The Hin-
du published an article about an 
Aadhaar card being issued in the 
name of the Hindu god Hanuman. 
The card and its relating informa-
tion had undergone the enrollment 
process, and had even been dis-
patched to the listed address. How-
ever, before the card was delivered 
to the address provided during en-
rolment, the postal worker respon-
sible for its delivery caught on and 
alerted senior officials, who had the 
card sent back to Bangalore on the 
basis of that there was no recipient 
available to whom the card could 
be delivered.

While the fact that someone at-
tempted to enroll the Hindu god 
may seem innocuous at first, sev-
eral other individuals who might 
not be as innocuous were issued 
real and valid Aadhaar cards – in-
cluding an Uzbek national by the 
name of Zeboo Asalina, who was 
involved in the illegal sex trade in 
Bhubaneshwar. She was found 
possessing an Aadhaar card bear-
ing her picture, a New Delhi ad-
dress and the name ‘Duniya Khan’. 
To this date, the Aadhaar number 
for Asalina’s card is still valid, ac-
cording to the UIDAI website and 
is registered under the same phone 
number which was seized by the 
police. These are not one-off in-
stances either, as a man who was 
suspected to be a Pakistani high 
commission official planted in In-
dia to spy and commit acts of espio-
nage was found possessing a valid 
Aadhaar card bearing his picture 
under the name ‘Mehboob Rajput’. 
The individual’s identity was later 
confirmed as Mehmood Akhtar, a 
Pakistani national and an officer of 
the ISI.

In all three of the above men-
tioned instances, the recovered 
Aadhaar cards were not cases of 
forged identity documents, but 
rather cases of real entries in the 
database itself, with the cards being 
issued by the UIDAI.

Ration deception

In another instance, an adver-
tisement for Aadhaar which was 
uploaded on the UIDAI’s official 
YouTube channel in June 2018 de-
picts an elderly woman attempting 
to avail her rations, but her biomet-
ric identifiers are not recognised by 
the machine. This is followed by the 
ration shop owner telling her that 
there is nothing that could be done 
in the case, essentially denying the 
woman her rations. An onlooker 
chimes in to let the elderly woman 
know that rations cannot be denied 
for want of Aadhaar or inability to 
properly authenticate it using one’s 
biometrics.

This advertisement completely 

ignores the reality that Aadhaar has, 
in fact, cost many their rations due 
to mandatory linking as well as a 
spate of glitches, errors and faults 
in the system. It even ignores the 
grain-pilfering scam which took 
place in Gujarat and was in-part 
enabled by Aadhaar and the avail-
ability of fingerprints of beneficiar-
ies. Additionally, it also ignores the 
tragic starvation deaths of at-least 
five people in Jharkhand, which 
were caused due to the mandatory 
integration of the Public Distribu-
tion System (PDS) with Aadhaar.

These ads intentionally omit 
any aspect which could be deemed 
negative or unsavoury, and in do-
ing so utilise a deceptive tactic seen 
usually in cases of false or mislead-
ing advertisements. Additionally, 
since these advertisements are not 
restrained by regulations applicable 
to advertisements for products such 
as life insurance or mutual funds, 
we do not hear a ‘speed-talker’ list-
ing disclaimers which any reason-
able consumer, or in this case, user, 
would consider relevant.

Aadhaar is shown as a unidi-
mensionally beneficial identity 
document. A necessity to living life 
in India, a hurdle that need only 
be crossed once to avail benefits 
for a lifetime. However, this pros-
pect is presented to the public only 
through tantalisingly veiled indica-
tions. Never asserted, merely sug-
gested.

Take, for instance, an advertise-
ment from June  2017, which por-
trays a series of incidents which are 
seemingly commonplace. A line at 
the bank shows a clerk confidently 
proclaiming that a bank account 
has been opened for the client she 
is addressing, and this step is de-
picted to the viewer as being com-
pleted only once a scan of the bio-
metrics is taken.

Similarly, another instance in 
the same advertisement depicts the 
principal of a school congratulating 
the mother of a young girl on her 
child receiving a scholarship. What 
is this doing in an Aadhaar adver-
tisement, you might ask?

The question that begs to be 
asked in both these instances in-
volves considering a paradigm 
where having an Aadhaar does not 
automatically permeate and satu-
rate the fictional ad universe as a 
pre-made success story. What hap-
pens when the young girl is un-
able to receive her scholarship due 
to the lack of an Aadhaar? What 
consequences would this hold for 
economically underprivileged indi-
viduals who are dependant on that 
very scholarship for their educa-
tion?

In the cushy universe of the 
ever-happy bank clerks and ration 
shop owners, questions such as 
these remain unanswered. In ad-
dition to this, an article written by 
Sukriti Dwivedi of NDTV points to 
the difficulties which were encoun-

tered by over 25,000 people in the 
National Capital Region when at-
tempting to obtain their guaranteed 
rations – caused simply due to the 
mandate of requiring an Aadhaar 
card – whether due to mismatch 
of fingerprints, internet connec-
tivity issues in Aadhaar biometric 
machines or dubious ration shop 
owners pilfering subsidised grains. 
In Uttarakhand, more than 53,000 
people were denied their pension 
for lack of Aadhaar.

If the advertisements espoused 
by the UIDAI were to be believed, 
the prospect of biometric failures 
and internet connectivity issues do 
not even figure in to the day-to-day 
business of the coercive practice of 
making Aadhaar an unsubstitut-
able instrument of citizen life in 
India.

Another important aspect 
to note is the use of children as 
mouthpieces, or promoters of Aad-
haar. In an advertisement released 
in October of 2016, we see a school 
child, no older than six years, run 
up to his mother and ask about his 
Aadhaar card. He states that his 
teacher had said it was important 
for him to have an Aadhaar, as well 
as his younger sister, who is an in-
fant. The visibly alarmed mother 
listens on and the next scene cuts 
to an Aadhaar registration centre, 
ending with the mother confidently 
asserting, “Mera Aadhaar, Meri Pe-
hchaan”, the Aadhaar slogan. The 
figure of the child is utilised here 
dubiously – as a force for conveying 
the critical importance of having an 
Aadhaar card, valid because of their 
vulnerability.

In the advertisement from July 
2017, the concern of the two vis-
ibly upper class women is shown to 
stem fundamentally not from their 
class-ridden tendency of assum-
ing an inherent lack of security and 
safety that the idea of a lower class 
domestic help represents to them, 
but  instead a displacement to the 
very idea of vitality, security and the 
critical nature of taking care of an 
innocent and helpless child.

The act of verifying identity 
melds with the critical importance 
of the life of the child being in safe 
hands, ridding the subject matter 
of the advertisement into a broader 
version of a , transparent, digitally 
connected India, where problemat-
ic classist tendencies are first justi-
fied, subsequently left unaddressed 
and ultimately forgotten as identity 
is now available at one’s fingertips.

Speaking of children, until a few 
months ago, schools in the National 
Capital Region were demanding 
Aadhaar numbers of children seek-
ing new admissions – that was until 
the Delhi High Court revoked the 
‘No Aadhaar, No Admission’ rule in 
late July. This was a matter of relief 
for parents who did not possess the 
identity document for their kin. In 
several other states, however, both 
private as well as state-run schools 

are still demanding students’ Aad-
haar numbers as one of the grounds 
for admission.

If one is in a situation where 
they have either lost or misplaced 
their mobile phone while their Aad-
haar biometrics were set to ‘locked’, 
they essentially face a deadlock 
scenario where they lose the ability 
to reclaim their phone number (as 
telecom operators demand to au-
thenticate customers through their 
Aadhaar and biometric identifiers, 
which, since they are locked, would 
not allow successful authentica-
tion), thus also meaning that they 
lose out on the ability to re-enable 
biometric authentication for their 
Aadhaar, as that requires receiv-
ing a one-time-pin to the linked 
phone number. A situation such as 
this could be described as the ‘civil 
death’ of an individual, wherein 
services that mandate Aadhaar au-
thentication are rendered inaces-
sible.

American whistleblower and 
former CIA employee Edward 
Snowden used the term when dis-
cussing Aadhaar remotely during a 
recent event held in Jaipur. Senior 
advocate Shyam Divan had also 
argued that project could cause the 
civil death of an individual during 
the Supreme Court case regarding 
the project as all power rested with 
the state, describing it as “tethering 
every resident of India to an elec-
tronic leash”.

Teleological certainty
The idea of Aadhaar being conven-
ient stems fundamentally from the 
systematic exclusion of all other 
forms of identity and access. How-
ever, by making Aadhaar mandato-
ry – and with it rendering the use of 
all other forms of identity a doubly 
time-consuming, torturous affair – 
the metaphorical equivalent to this 
could only be forcefully destroying 
all routes surrounding a destina-
tion, barring one, and subsequently 
declaring that it is the best of all 
possible routes.

Perhaps the most sinister of all 
propositions is that the advertise-
ments espoused by the UIDAI all 
contain within themselves a curi-
ous trait. A cursory glance reveals a 
noticeable similarity between these 
advertisements and those made for 
popular consumer products such 
as Colgate. Much like an ad for Col-
gate, these advertisements situate 
themselves within the space of the 
homely and domestic; featuring 
subjects which arguably fall into a 
pan-India demographic. This in-
cludes rural India, invoked in the 
advertisement of the six year old 
child and his mother, urban class 
dynamics conveyed in the adver-
tisement about the two upper-class 
women and their domestic help 
and the advertisement featuring 
the bank clerk and the school girl 
with the scholarship.

The question arises, do these 

advertisements fulfill the purpose 
of serving a public good, or are they 
merely attempts at public-serv-
ice-propaganda being paid for by 
taxpayer money? (Rs 30 crore was 
spent for an ‘image makeover’ of 
Aadhaar in the fiscal year 2014)

The marginal figure of the old 
lady at the ration shop, the concern 
of children, infants and Aadhaar, all 
conveniently and enticingly teeter 
on the edge of definite and con-
clusive allocation to a single, over-
riding demographic placeholder. 
In invoking Aadhaar as an almost 
apolitical entity spanning so many 
different demographics and ‘situ-
ations’ seemingly faced by almost 
everyone, the advertisements ulti-
mately convey to the public an im-
age of a wide and voluntary accept-
ance of a ‘product’ that could (and 
has), in cases, led to non-payment 
of MGNREGS wages in Telangana, 
non-receipt of government subsi-
dies in Gujarat as well as starvation 
deaths in Jharkhand and curtail-
ment of the constitutionally guar-
anteed Right to Education in areas 
such as the National Capital.

While Aadhaar has always been 
insisted upon as a proof of identity 
and not of citizenship, in conveying 
the image of a pan-Indian acces-
sibility and progress that magically 
open up upon the procurement of 
an Aadhaar, the document itself be-
comes a necessary institution to the 
acts that constitute citizen life.

The idea of one’s own identity is 
sold to them through perfectly cu-
rated advertisements where inclu-
sion, identity and access become 
tangible realities that are condi-
tionally granted to one through the 
Aadhaar and not by default. Aad-
haar and its various tools of propa-
ganda attempt to create a cultural 
foreground that does not forge the 
entity of a individual as somehow 
separate from his or her 12 digit 
unique identification number.

The portrayal of ness regarding 
the steps surrounding Aadhaar seek 
to diminish its mandatory status 
in everyday life – just as much as it 
dissolves the demographic specifi-
cities of its perilous lapses in a solu-
tion that is as opaque as much as it 
is anthemic.

Aadhaar, through these adver-
tisements, becomes a force of cul-
tural and social acceptance and not 
as much a socio-economic funda-
mental that could, for all practical 
purposes, and never in an adver-
tisement, render one stateless.
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I
f air pollution were removed 
as a risk for death, people in 
the world could live at least 
a year longer and in India, 

which is battling a severe air pol-
lution, the benefit would be even 
more -- about 1.5 years, says 
study.

“Here, we were able to sys-
tematically identify how air pol-
lution also substantially shortens 
lives around the world,” said lead 
researcher Joshua Apte from The 
University of Texas at Austin in 
the US.

“What we found is that air 
pollution has a very large effect 
on survival -- on average about a 

year globally,” Apte added.
For the study, published in 

the journal Environmental Sci-
ence and Technology Letters, the 
researchers looked at outdoor air 
pollution from particulate matter 
(PM) smaller than 2.5 microns. 

These fine particles that can 
come from power plants, cars 
and trucks, fires, agriculture and 
industrial emissions can enter 
deep into the lungs, and breath-
ing PM2.5 is associated with 
increased risk of heart attacks, 
strokes, respiratory diseases and 
cancer.

The team used data from the 
Global Burden of Disease Study 

to measure PM2.5 air pollution 
exposure and its consequences 
in 185 countries. 

They then quantified the na-
tional impact on life expectancy 
for each individual country as 
well as on a global scale.

“A body count saying 90,000 
Americans or 1.1 million Indians 
die per year from air pollution is 
large but faceless,” Apte said. 

“Saying that, on average, a 
population lives a year less than 
they would have otherwise -- 
that is something relatable,” he 
added.

In the context of other sig-
nificant phenomena negatively 

affecting human survival rates, 
Apte said this is a big number.

“For example, it’s consider-
ably larger than the benefit in 
survival we might see if we found 
cures for both lung and breast 
cancer combined,” he said. 

“In countries like India and 
China, the benefit for elderly 
people of improving air qual-
ity would be especially large. 
For much of Asia, if air pollution 
were removed as a risk for death, 
60-year-olds would have a 15 per 
cent to 20 per cent higher chance 
of living to age 85 or older,” Apte 
said.

Source: IANS
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Modi’s new slogan ‘Saaf Niyat, Sahi 
Vikas’; gifts women Rakhi homes 

Rafale exposed how Modi allowed 
crony friends to loot — Cong.

Senior journalist Kuldip Nayar dead UGC paves 
way for more 
accreditation 
agencies

BJP accuses Rahul of denigrating India from 
foreign soil; Cong. says statement twisted

‘No chance at all’, says CEC on possibility of 
simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly polls

India ‘may’ accept foreign 
donations— NDMA document

PTI

Kuldip Nayar (File Photo)

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits an exhibition on the occasion of collective e-Gruhpravesh of 
beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana, at Jujwa village, in Valsad on Thursday.

Valsad/Gandhinagar, Aug. 
23 (IANS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday set rolling a new 
slogan, ‘Saaf Niyat, Sahi 
Vikas’, about his govern-
ment as he gave away over 
1 lakh houses to women 
under the flagship Prad-
han Mantri Awaas Yojana 
(rural) scheme, calling it a 
Rakshabandhan gift.

The Modi govern-
ment’s oft-mentioned slo-
gan has been ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas’ right from the 
BJP’s election campaign 
ahead of the 2014 Lok Sab-
ha elections.

The Prime Minister 
was speaking at an event 
in Jujwa village in the trib-
al-dominated regions of 
Valsad district in South 
Gujarat after he ushered 
in ‘e-Gruh Pravesh’ in the 
houses to women. Over 
1.15 lakh residential units 
have been built at a cost 
of Rs 1,727 crore under the 
scheme. 

Modi also spoke on 
video to women across 26 
districts who are the ben-
eficiaries of these houses.

“Our government is 
marching ahead on the 
commitment of ‘Saaf Ni-
yat, Sahi Vikas’ and this is 
why I can ask you all here 
in everyone’s presence 
if anyone has cheated 
you,” the Prime Minister 
said.

Modi went on: “I got 
an opportunity to talk to 
women across the state 
today who got their homes 
under the PM Awas Yo-
jana. It’s a Rakshaband-
han gift to my sisters in 
Gujarat.

“Providing over 1 lakh 
houses to them before the 
occasion of Rakshaband-
han is really a satisfying 
moment for me,” he said. 
The houses were “won-
derful” because no mid-
dlemen were involved in 
there allotment, he added. 

The Prime Minister 
said: “It is my dream, it is 
our endeavour to ensure 

that every Indian has his 
own house by 2022.”

Modi even took a jibe 
at Congress by indirectly 
retorting a statement of 
former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, who had 
said that only a fraction 
of a rupee sent by Delhi 
reaches beneficiaries.

“Now, for every rupee 
we send from Delhi, 100 
paise reaches the benefici-
aries directly,” he said.

Modi also laid the 
foundation stone of Rs 
586 crore Astol group wa-
ter supply scheme for the 
benefit of tribal villages 
tucked away deep into 

forests of Dharampur and 
Kaprada talukas in Valsad 
district.

“There might have 
been several Adivasi Chief 
Ministers in the country 
in the past but it is our 
government that is work-
ing to reach water to every 
nook and cranny in the 
tribal areas.”

He said the Astol Group 
Water Supply Scheme, of 
which he laid the founda-
tion stone, was “glaring 
evidence of our commit-
ment to provide drinking 
water to smallest villages 
with 200 to 300 houses in 
the tribal regions”.

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
To increase the number of 
accreditation and assess-
ment agencies (AAAs) for 
higher education insti-
tutes in the country, the 
University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) has decid-
ed to appoint an Accredi-
tation Advisory Council 
(AAC) which will help the 
commission set up more 
such agencies.

“To enhance the ex-
isting capacity of ac-
creditation for meeting 
the requirement of higher 
education institutes, it 
has been decided to al-
low more accreditation 
agencies to come into this 
sphere of activity,” UGC 
told the university VCs in a 
letter on Thursday. 

The UGC has also noti-
fied a ‘University Grants 
Commission (Recognition 
and Monitoring of AAAs) 
Regulations-2018’, which, 
it said, was published in the 
official Gazette of India on 
August 20. 

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
The BJP on Thursday came 
down heavily on Rahul 
Gandhi for “denigrating” 
the country on foreign soil, 
accusing him of justify-
ing Islamic State (IS) and 
making comparisons with 
India.

The Congress said 
Gandhi’s statement has 
been twisted and he was 
only speaking about the 
pressing issue of unem-
ployment in different 
parts of the world and that 
its fallout leads to anger 
among the youth.

Addressing a press 
conference, BJP spokes-
person Sambit  Patra 
sought an explanation 
from Rahul Gandhi on his 
remarks during an event in 
Hamburg in Germany on 
Wednesday, and charged 
him with presenting the 
country in bad light while 
touching upon issues that 
had “wider and dangerous 
ramifications”.

“You tried to justify ter-
rorism. You tried to justify 
IS (Islamic State). There 
can be nothing more ig-

nominious and perturbing 
than this. It is very sad. You 
call yourself a leader of the 
country. You are a parlia-
mentarian and you mock 
India from a foreign soil. 

“You are giving an 
excuse for ISIS. This is a 
mockery of our minorities. 
You have tried to denigrate 
the minorities of the great 
country. You have ques-
tioned them. Your submis-
sion that if jobs are not 
available for minorities of 
the country, they will sell 
thier soul to an alternative 
idea of IS, which is deplor-
able and for which you 
have to explain before the 
country. We cannot forgive 
you,” Patra said.

The BJP leader was re-
acting to Congress chief’s 
criticism of the govern-
ment by citing the exam-
ple of IS to say that exclu-
sion of a large number of 
people from the develop-
ment process could lead 
to the creation of terrorist 
groups in the world.

Co ng re ss  s po k e s-
person R.P.N singh said: 
“When Rahul Gandhi was 

asked a question about 
a certain mindset devel-
oping in the country, he 
clearly replied that be it in 
the US, a few countries in 
Europe or India, employ-
ment is the biggest prob-
lem. Joblessness leads to 
growth of anger among 
people and some forces 
and organisations take 
advantage of it and try to 
influence them and lead 
them astray. His words 
have been twisted. Gandhi 
had said the US while in-
vading Iraq, had stopped a 
tribe, Tikriti network, from 
getting government and 
army jobs and later the 
tribe linked up with other 
groups. He referred to in-
cidents of lynching and 
attacks on Dalits, saying 
people in India were an-
gry and the ruling alliance 
was weakening “support 
structures” meant for the 
weaker sections.

Rebutting Gandhi’s 
charge, Patra said instead 
the Modi government has 
strengthened the struc-
tures meant for the weaker 
sections.

“You have false esti-
mate of India and its po-
tential. You are saying that 
India’s role will remin only 
to balance between US 
and the China. Is this what 
is your estimate for India? 
Is this what you estimate 
the potential of 125 crore 
Indians?,” he asked.

Responding to Ra-
hul Gandhi’s charge that 
the level of violence has 
increased in India and 
for his call for a change 
in the attitude of Indi-
an men at the way they 
treated women, Patra 
hit out at Gandhi saying, 
“On women’s safety issue 
you blamed the Indian 
culture. You could have 
blamed some mindset but 
how can you blame the 
Indian culture for it? 

“You have tried to den-
igrate the Indian culture. 
This country accepted So-
nia Gandhi, who headed 
the Congress party for 19 
long years and remain 
proxy prime minister for 
10 years . How can they 
point out at India’s great 
culture?”

Aurangabad, Aug. 23 (PTI): Putting 
to rest all speculation, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner O P Rawat 
today emphatically ruled out the 
possibility of holding simultaneous 
elections to the state assemblies 
along with the Lok Sabha polls any-
time soon.

Rawat also said a legal frame-
work is needed to be in place for 
holding simultaneous polls.

There has been some specula-
tion in the recent weeks that As-
sembly polls in Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Mi-
zoram due this year end may be 
deferred and held simultaneously 
along with the Lok Sabha elections, 
scheduled for April-May 2019.

While the term of the Mizoram 
Assembly ends on December 15, 
the terms of Chhattisgarh, Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan assemblies 
will end on January 5, January 7 and 
January 20, 2019, respectively.

“Koi chance nahi” (no chance at 
all), Rawat told a select media meet 
in Aurangabad when asked if it was 
feasible to hold simultaneous Lok 
Sabha and state Assembly elections 
in the near future.

His  comments also come 
against the backdrop of BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah’s recent call for a 

“healthy and open debate” among 
stakeholders for simultaneous 
elections to the Lok Sabha and the 
state Assemblies.

“The lawmakers will take at 
least a year to frame a law that can 
be enforceable. This process takes 
time. As soon as the Bill to amend 
the Constitution is ready, we (the 
Election Commission) will know 
that things are now moving),” Ra-
wat said.

The Election Commission com-
mences preparations for the Lok 
Sabha elections 14 months before 
the scheduled timeframe of polling, 
Rawat said.

“The Commission has a staff 
strength of just 400 but deploys 1.11 
crore people on poll duty during 
elections,” he said.

To a query on complaints of 
“failure” of the Electronic Voting 
Machines(EVMs), Rawat lamented 
that in many quarters in India, the 
understanding of the EVM system 
“isn’t comprehensive enough”.

“There is just a 0.5 to 0.6 per 
cent rate of failure and such a rate 
of machine failure is acceptable, “ 
he said.

Rawat also said the Voter Veri-
fied Paper Trail(VVPAT) usage is 
a new concept which was put in 

place after the Commission made 
a commitment to have 100 per cent 
VVPATs following “political pres-
sure”, he said.

In Meghalaya assembly bypolls 
today, there were complaints of 
VVPAT malfunctioning but that 
could have been avoided had the 
authorities there used a high hu-
midity paper, keeping in view that 
there is high rainfall in the state, 
he said.

“You all know that Cherrapun-
jee, which records the highest rain-
fall, is in that state,” Rawat said.

To a query, he said the percent-
age of NOTA option in elections is 
normally between 1.2 and 1.4 per 
cent.

Replying to another query, Ra-
wat said the Election Commission 
enjoys full autonomy as can be seen 
from the manner in which poll of-
ficials didn’t budge under political 
pressure in the Rajya Sabha polls in 
Gujarat last year.

The Congress had then said two 
of its MLAs had cross-voted and 
showed their ballot papers to BJP 
president Amit Shah. The EC ruled 
in Congress’ favour, declaring that 
the two MLAs had violated poll-
ing procedures and secrecy of the 
ballot.

Under the scheme, wa-
ter would be lifted from 
the Damanganga dam 
and supplied to these vil-
lages through a pipeline 
network.

Meanwhile, addressing 
students graduating from 
the Gujarat Forensic Sci-
ence University in Gandhi-
nagar at its fourth convo-
cation function, the Prime 
Minister said the role of 
forensic science assumed 
significance as fear of de-
tection and prosecution in 
courts helps contain crime 
in a big way.

Referring to the DNA 
Technology (Use and Ap-
plication) Regulation Bill 
2018, Modi spoke about 
the need to use latest tech-
nology to detect and solve 
crime. 

He dedicated a newly 
built Civil Hospital and 
inaugurated a slew of 
projects in Junagadh dis-
trict in Saurashtra region, 
where he stressed on the 
need for good doctors and 
paramedical staff. 

Before leaving for New 
Delhi later in the evening, 
Modi attended the meet-
ing of Somnath Trust in 
Gandhinagar. The meet-
ing, among others, was at-
tended by former Gujarat 
Chief Minister Keshubhai 
Patel, the Chairman of the 
Trust, and BJP President 
Amit Shah.

Ne w  D e l h i ,  A u g . 2 3 
(IANS): Congress  on 
Thursday said Rafale 
scam has exposed how 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi allowed his crony 
friends to loot the nation 
and noted that there is 
an atmosphere of fear, 
which is curbing freedom 
of speech in the country, 
apart from the “unprec-
edented lynching move-
ment”.

It also took a dig at the 
government for compro-
mising India’s national 
security citing how three 
policemen in Jammu and 
Kashmir were killed by 
terrorists.

Congress spokesper-
son R.P.N. Singh said: “An 
agenda-less, aimless and 
achievement-less BJP is 
trying to clutch at straws 
by covering its massive 
failures by building a des-
perate narrative.” said 
Singh. 

“Mood of the nation 
reflects that Modi’s popu-
larity is dipping. There 
are no jobs for the youth. 
Disaster of demonetisa-
tion has spelt doom for 

our economy. GDP figures 
testify that. 

The leader said: “Beti 
Bachao’  has become 
‘Bhajpa Se Beti Bach-
ao’. Naliya, Unnao and 
Kathua are stark exam-
ples how BJP leaders are 
involved in such grue-
some incidents. 

“Girls and women in 
the country are far from 
secured. We have seen 
the heart wrenching in-
cidents which happened 
in home shelters in BJP-
ruled states - Muzarffar-
pur, Patna, Deoria, Pratap-
garh, Hardoi and Bhopal,” 
he added.

“Under the Narendra 
Modi government, there 
is an atmosphere of fear, 
which is curbing the free-
dom of speech. 

“Editors are being re-
moved. The fourth es-
tate is being damaged. 
Fre e d o m s  a re  b e i n g 
curbed,” he said.

“Nothing will deter the 
Congress to seek Modi 
Govt’s accountability and 
expose who are indulg-
ing in looting of public 
money,” he added.

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS): Senior journalist, 
author and human rights activist Kuldip Na-
yar died at a hospital here, his family said on 
Thursday. He was 95.

Nayar breathed his last at the Escorts 
Hospital at 12.30 a.m. The cremation will take 
place at 1 p.m. on Thursday afternoon.

Born on August 14, 1923, in Sialkot (Paki-
stan), Nayar was among the country’s first syn-
dicated columnists and wrote several books.

He was appointed High Commissioner to 
the UK in 1990 and nominated to the Rajya 
Sabha in 1997.

Nayar started his journalistic career with 
the Urdu daily “Anjam” in 1948. He worked in 
the Press Information Bureau as a Press Of-
ficer to then Home Ministers Govind Ballabh 
Pant and Lal Bahadur Shastri.

He was the editor and General Manager 
of United News of India (UNI) and also the 
editor of The Statesman. He also worked with 
the Indian Express, The Times, The Spectator 
and the Evening Star.

He was also the author of 15 books includ-
ing “Beyond the Lines”, “India after Nehru” 
and “Emergency Retold”.

Senior journalist H.K. Dua, who knew 
Nayar for 54 years, described him as a “good 
friend”, a “great journalist” and said his death 
was a loss to the profession.

“Till the last, he was working. At the age of 
94, he kept his interest alive in the news world. 
He was a great chaser of news and broke many 
stories in his life. He knew much more of what 
was happening behind the news than many 
other journalists and got lots of inside infor-
mation. Essentially, he remained a thorough 

journalist,” Dua told IANS.
He said Nayar also made efforts for peace 

between India and Pakistan and organised 
candle-light demonstrations.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Ram Nath Kovind were 
among the leaders who condoled Nayar’s 
death.Modi termed him an intellectual giant 
and recalled his role as a staunch opponent 
of the Emergency.“Kuldip Nayar was an intel-

lectual giant of our times. Frank and fearless 
in his views, his work spanned across many 
decades. 

His strong stand against the Emergency, 
public service and commitment to a better 
India will always be remembered. Saddened 
by his demise. My condolences,” Modi said 
in a tweet.

Kovind described him as a determined 
champion of democracy.

“Sad to hear of the passing of Kuldip Nayar, 
veteran editor and writer, diplomat and par-
liamentarian, and a determined champion of 
democracy during the Emergency. His readers 
will miss him. Condolences to his family and 
associates,” he said in a tweet.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said Nayar 
will be best remembered for his struggle 
against the Emergency.

“Saddened by the death of the veteran 
Journalist Sh. Kuldip Nayar. His contribution 
to the cause of free speech is unparalleled. He 
is credited with breaking some of the most 
exclusive news stories. Will be best remem-
bered for his struggle against the Emergency,” 
Jaitley said.

Congress communications incharge 
Randeep Singh Surjewala also expressed his 
condolences and described Nayar as a role 
model for his profession.

“My deepest condolences on the passing 
away of veteran journalist, political commen-
tator and human rights activist, Sh. Kuldip 
Nayar ji. A role model for many in his pro-
fession and beyond, his demise ends an era 
of journalism of courage, ethics and values, 
Surjewala said.

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (PTI): 
As the row over accept-
ing funds from foreign 
governments for flood-
hit Kerala continues, a 
2016 document prepared 
by the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) on how to handle 
an emergency situation 
suggests that assistance 
offered by any other coun-
try as a goodwill gesture 
“may” be accepted by the 
central government.

The National Disas-
ter Management Plan 
(NDMP), a publication of 
the NDMA, on planning 
framework for disaster 
situations, has noted that 
as a matter of policy, the 
government of India does 
not issue any appeal for 
foreign assistance in the 
wake of a disaster.

“However, if the na-
tional government of an-
other country voluntarily 
offers assistance as a good-
will gesture in solidarity 
with the disaster victims, 
the central government 
may accept the offer,” the 
NDMP says.

The handbook carries 
messages of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh.

The NDMP says the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
is required to coordinate 
with the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, which is 
primarily responsible for 
reviewing foreign offers of 

assistance and channelis-
ing the same.

In consultation with 
the state government con-
cerned, the MHA will as-
sess the response require-
ments that the foreign 
teams can provide.

The document says in 
case of an offer of assist-
ance from UN agencies, 
India will accept it only if 
the government considers 
it necessary, based on vari-
ous factors.

If accepted, the gov-
ernment of India will issue 
directions to the respective 
ministry or state govern-
ment to coordinate with 
the concerned UN agency.

“Any financial assist-
ance offered by UN finan-
cial institutions involving 
foreign exchange will re-
quire the approval of the 
Department of Economic 
Affairs. India will allow 
UN agencies and inter-
national NGOs already 
operating in the country 
at the time of the disaster 
event to continue their 
humanitarian assistance 
to people in the affected 
area in coordination with 
the relevant central min-
istries/departments and 
the state government as 
per applicable norms and 
protocols,” it says.

When asked for  a 
comment on the NDMP, a 
home ministry spokesper-
son said: “At this stage, the 
ministry of home affairs 
has no comment to offer”.

Yesterday, External 
Affairs Ministry Spokes-
person Raveesh Kumar 
had said India will not ac-
cept any assistance from 
foreign governments for 
flood-ravaged Kerala in 
sync with an existing pol-
icy.

He said the govern-
ment was committed to 
meeting the requirements 
for relief and rehabilitation 
in Kerala through domes-
tic efforts.

A number of countries 
have announced assist-
ance for flood relief opera-
tions in Kerala. While the 
United Arab Emirates has 
offered USD 100 million 
(around Rs 700 crore), Qa-
tar has pledged around Rs 
35 crore and Maldives has 
announced a donation of 
USD 50,000 (Rs 35 lakh).

The Kerala govern-
ment is keen to accept the 
donations from the UAE. 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan had said the state 
government would ap-
proach the Prime Minister 
to clear hurdles, if any, in 
receiving the aid offered 
to the state by the United 
Arab Emirates.

Vijayan and Kerala Fi-
nance Minister Thomas 
Isaac yesterday said In-
dia, by law, could accept 
financial aid voluntarily 
given by a foreign govern-
ment in times of a severe 
calamity. They cited the 
National Disaster Man-
agement Plan.



Rohingya refugee children wearing new clothes to celebrate Eid al-Adha in Kutupalong refugee camp in Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh, on 
August 22. 

Australia’s Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull gestures during a press 
conference at Parliament House in Canberra on August 23.

Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi.
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Washington, Aug. 23 (AFP): 
US President Donald Trump 
warned Thursday the US 
economy would collapse 
if he were impeached, as 
legal chaos roiling the White 
House has experts saying 
his presidency is under 
threat.

Days after Trump’s for-
mer fixer Michael Cohen 
told a federal judge he made 
illegal campaign contri-
butions at the president’s 
request - to silence women 
alleging affairs with Trump 
- the Republican leader told 
Fox News that an impeach-
ment would only cause 
more turmoil.

“I will tell you what, if I 
ever got impeached, I think 
the market would crash. I 
think everybody would be 
very poor,” Trump said on 
Fox and Friends. 

“You would see - you 
would see numbers that you 
wouldn’t believe in reverse.”

The US president then 
launched into a rambling 
statement on job creation 
and other economic prog-
ress he said had been made 
during his presidency.

“I don’t know how you 
can impeach somebody 

AP/PTI
President Donald Trump waves as he arrives to speak during a rally Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2018, in Charleston.

who has done a great job,” 
Trump said.

Trump was dealt se-
vere back-to-back blows on 
Tuesday when Cohen pled 
guilty to illegal campaign fi-
nance violations and former 
Trump campaign chair-
man Paul Manafort was 

convicted of tax and bank 
fraud within minutes of 
each other.

The Manafort convic-
tion was the first case sent 
to trial by the special prose-
cutor probing Russian med-
dling in the 2016 election.

But an unchastened 

Trump appears intent on 
riding out the storm as 
Washington grapples with 
the latest upheaval in his 
tumultuous presidency.

The president has in-
sisted he did nothing wrong 
after Cohen, his long time 
private lawyer and fixer, 

implicated him in the il-
licit hush payments made 
before the 2016 election to 
two women who claimed 
to have had affairs with the 
Republican presidential 
candidate.

Although Cohen did not 
name them, the women 

Sydney, Aug 23 (AFP): 
Defiant Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
vowed not to “give in to bul-
lies” Thursday in the face of 
a new leadership challenge, 
but said he will quit politics 
if his party no longer sup-
ports him.

Former home affairs 
minister Peter Dutton, an 
ex-police officer and right-
wing conservative, said 
he was confident he now 
had the numbers to un-
seat Turnbull, considered a 
moderate.

And with senior min-
isters defecting, Turnbull’s 
near three-year grip on 
power is tenuous despite 
surviving a snap ballot on 
his leadership on Tuesday, 
winning the vote 48-35.

He said Dutton had yet 
to prove he has majority 
backing from the Liberal 
Party - a requirement for 
him to force another meet-
ing to have a second crack 
at the top job ahead of na-
tional elections due by the 

middle of next year.
If the petition arrives 

showing this, the meeting 
will be held at midday on 
Friday and Turnbull will not 
stand as a candidate and 
leave parliament.

Turnbull accused Dut-
ton and his supporters of 
intimidation with the crisis 
snowballing quickly since it 
began unfolding on Mon-
day after months of poor 
opinion polls and a revolt 
by fellow Liberal politicians 
over plans to embed carbon 
emissions targets in law.

“What began as a mi-
nority has by a process of 
intimidation persuaded 
people that the only way 
to stop the insurgency is to 
give in to it,” he said.

“I do not believe in that. 
I have never done that. I 
have never given in to bul-
lies, but you can imagine 
the pressure it’s put people 
under.”

He added that what 
Australia was witnessing 
was “a very deliberate ef-

were believed to be porn 
star Stormy Daniels and 
Playboy model Karen Mc-
Dougal.

Because the hush pay-
ments were intended to in-
fluence the outcome of the 
elections, they violated US 
laws governing campaign 
contributions.

In entering a guilty plea, 
Cohen said the payments 
were made “in coordination 
with and at the direction of 
a candidate for federal of-
fice,” in clear reference to 
Trump.

Trump was evasive 
when asked in the Fox 
News interview if he had 
instructed Cohen to make 
the payments, saying that 
his former lawyer “made 
the deals,” and insisted that 
Cohen’s actions were “not a 
crime”. 

“Campaign violations 
are considered not a big 
deal, frankly,” he said.

Trump then said the 
hush payments were fi-
nanced with his own money 
- to which Cohen had access 
- and that while he had no 
knowledge of them at the 
time, he had since been fully 
transparent.

London, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
The UK government will 
begin advising people, busi-
nesses and other groups 
about how to plan for the 
possibility of leaving the 
European Union (EU) with-
out a deal.

Ministers have said that 
publication of the first batch 
of 25 documents will tackle 
what they call “hair-raising 
scare stories” about a no-
deal Brexit, the BBC report-
ed on Thursday.

About 80 notices are 
expected to be released in 
the coming weeks. This first 
batch will cover areas in-
cluding medical supplies, 
financial services, nuclear 

safeguards, farming and 
organic food production.

The EU has already pro-
duced 68 notices on “Brexit 
preparedness”.

The UK is due to leave 
the EU on March 29, 2019, 
but the future relationship 
between the two sides is yet 
to be agreed.

In recent weeks, there 
have been more warnings 
about what might happen if 
the UK and the EU have not 
reached a deal by Brexit day.

These have ranged from 
health bodies’ concerns 
about medical supplies 
crossing borders to the im-
pact of trade barriers on UK 
farmers.

Washington/Beijing Aug. 
23 (IANS): The US and Chi-
na implemented 25 per 
cent tariffs on $16 billion 
worth of each other’s goods 
on Thursday, ratcheting up 
the trade war between the 
world’s two largest econo-
mies. The latest trade es-
calation came as officials 
from both the countries 
met for tariff negotiations in 
Washington. So far, both the 
countries have taxed each 
other’s goods worth $100 
billion in total.

The US imposed 25 per 
cent tariffs on another $16 
billion of Chinese goods 
just after midnight. The 
tax targeted 279 Chinese 
products, including chemi-
cal products, motorcycles, 
speedometers and anten-
nas, the US media reported.

Beijing responded im-
mediately with 25 per cent 
tariffs on an equal amount 
of American goods such as 
chemical products, diesel 
fuel, medical instruments, 
cars and buses.

The Chinese Commerce 
Ministry said in a statement 
that it “has no other alter-
natives but to take counter 
measures”.

It added that it will file 
a complaint with the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 
Beijing filed an initial com-
plaint at the WTO in July 
during the imposition of 
Washington’s first round of 
tariffs.

China’s Vice Commerce 
Minister Wang Shouwen is 
already in Washington for 
low-level talks, but hopes 
are not high that they will 
bring the dispute to an end, 
reports said.

US President Donald 
Trump initiated the trade 
spat in July in an effort to 
punish China for what he 
says were unfair trade prac-
tices, such as stealing intel-
lectual property. 

In the first round of tar-
iffs that month, Washington 
imposed taxes on Chinese 
goods worth $34 billion. 
Beijing had responded in 
kind.

The second round of 
tariffs came despite testi-
mony to the US Trade Rep-
resentative’s Office by doz-
ens of US companies and 
industry groups. 

Many said the new tax 
would hurt their businesses 
and warned that they would 
not be able to absorb anoth-
er tax without raising prices 
for US consumers.

Earlier, Trump indicated 
that he was ready to impose 
duties on over $500 billion of 
Chinese goods exported an-
nually to Washington unless 
China agrees to sweeping 
changes in its intellectual 
property practices, indus-
trial subsidy programmes 
and tariff structure. Beijing 
denies Washington’s allega-
tions and insists it adheres 
to WTO rules.

Geneva, Aug. 23 (IANS): The 
UN Children’s Fund (Unicef) 
has warned that the children 
from the Rohingya Muslim mi-
nority are facing the danger of 
becoming a “lost generation”.

 “We’re talking about risk-
ing the loss or potential loss of 
a generation of Rohingya chil-
dren,” Unicef spokesperson 
Simon Ingram told the media 
here on Wednesday.

“If we don’t make the in-
vestment in education now, 
we face the very real danger 
of seeing a lost generation of 
Rohingya children,” UNICEF 
Bangladesh Representative 
Edouard Beigbeder said, add-
ing “who lack the skills they 
need to deal with their current 
situation, and who will be in-
capable of contributing to their 
society whenever they are able 
to return to Myanmar”, reports 
Efe news.

Since August 25, 2017, 
around 700,000 Rohingya peo-
ple have had to escape from 
what the UN described as 
“ethnic cleansing” unleashed 
by the Myanmar security forc-
es, fleeing to neighbouring 
countries, especially to Ban-
gladesh.Long-time victims of 
religious segregation in Bud-
dhist-majority Myanmar, the 

fort to pull the Liberal Party 
further to the right”.

Dutton earlier told 
reporters he had advised 
Turnbull by phone that “it 
was my judgement that the 
majority of the party room 
no longer supported his 
leadership”.

“As such, I asked him 
to convene a meeting of 
the Liberal Party at which 
I would challenge for the 
leadership of the parlia-
mentary Liberal Party,” he 
added.

In a major blow, Turn-
bull’s influential Finance 

Washington, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
The Islamic State (IS) terror 
group has released what it says 
is a new audio message from its 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, for 
the first time in almost a year, a 
media report said on Thursday.

In the message published 
by IS’ media wing al-Furqan on 
Wednesday, the man admits that 
IS groups were losing and that it 
was a test from Allah, saying they 
needed to stick together, CNN 
reported.

The man says his followers 
were being tested with “fear and 
hunger” but says “glad tidings” 
will be given to those who “pa-
tiently persevere”.

The speaker also makes refer-
ence to recent events, including 
tensions between the US and 
Turkey. 

He also says that Russia 
and Iran were seeking to revolt 
against sanctions and avoid a 
similar situation to North Korea. 

America is using “the gang 

policy” and it is a “sign of weak-
ness”, the man says.

However, the voice on the re-
cording has not been confirmed 
to be al-Baghdadi’s. The record-
ing runs for about 55 minutes.

If it is from Baghdadi, this 
is the first audio message from 
him to be released since the fall 
of Raqqa in October 2017, as IS-
held land in Syria continues to 
dwindle.

“US Central Command is 
aware of the alleged audio re-

cording,” CNN quoted Central 
Command spokesperson Capt. 
William Urban said. 

“I am not going to comment 
on our assessment of the record-
ing. We do not know where Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi is at this time, 
but he continues to be someone 
that we are interested in remov-
ing from the battlefield.

“I do not believe that any of-
ficial US government source has 
ever claimed that he is dead.” 

Urban said that US officials 

believe that the IS leader is still 
alive.

Baghdadi has made only one 
public appearance, in July 2014, 
in the al-Nuri Mosque in Mosul, 
which was retaken by Iraqi secu-
rity forces in June 2017.

IS has since released various 
audio messages that it claims are 
from Baghdadi -- most recently, 
one in September 2017 that 
appeared to make reference to 
news events that happened after 
Russia claimed he was dead.

Islamabad, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
on Thursday said he is 
hopeful that the country 
will win the case against 
alleged Indian spy Kulb-
hushan Jadhav in the In-
ternational Court of Justice 
(ICJ).

“We have solid evi-
dence against Jadhav and 
are hopeful we will win the 
case in the ICJ,” Qureshi 
told the media in Multan 
city. “We will try our best 
to present our stance in an 
effective manner before 
the ICJ.

Qureshi’s comments 
came a day after the ICJ 
announced that it will hear 
Jadhav’s case for a week in 
February 2019.

“We will try to move 

forward under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. The nation 
should be ready as we will 
have to take some bitter 
decisions,” he said.

Jadhav was sentenced 
to death by a Pakistani 
military court for espio-
nage in April 2017 follow-
ing which India moved 
the ICJ. A 10-member ICJ 
bench restrained Pakistan 
from executing Jadhav till 
the case was adjudicated 
on.

He was apprehended 
on March 3, 2016 after ille-
gally crossing into Pakistan 
from Iran, according to 
Pakistani officials. Indian 
officials deny he was a spy 
and allege he was seized 
and taken forcibly to Paki-
stan.

Minister Mathias Cormann, 
along with the employment 
and education ministers, 
then said he no longer had 
their backing.

They joined at least 10 
other ministers who have 
either resigned or offered 
to.

“It is in the best interests 
of the Liberal Party to help 
manage an orderly transi-
tion to a new leader,” said 
Cormann, who used to be a 
trusted ally.

Dutton, described by 
supporters as a pragmatic 
legislator who gets things 
done and by detractors as a 
racist who demonises refu-
gees, has said he has legal 
advice that he is in the clear.

He quit his cabinet po-
sition after his first failed 
leadership bid on Tuesday 
and has said that if he be-
came prime minister, he 
would focus on cutting im-
migration to ease popula-
tion pressures and boosting 
water investment to help 
drought-stricken farmers.

Paris, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
At least one person 
was killed and two 
others were injured in 
a knife attack in a Paris 
suburb on Thursday, 
police said.

Officials said the 
suspected assailant 
was neutralized dur-
ing an operation in 
Trappes, a commune 
in the Yvelines depart-
ment to the southwest 
of the French capital, 
Efe news reported.

“Police operation 
on Camille Claudel 
street over. Individual 
neutralized. 

Please avoid the 
area, respect the se-
curity perimetres to 
let the police do their 
job,” the police said in 
a tweet.

Rohingya people have been 
considered illegal immigrants 
by the government and were 
denied citizenship, and have 
lived for decades as stateless 
persons.

Having spent several weeks 
in the rudimentary camps 
in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar 
where the refugees currently 
live, Ingram said that despite 
improvements that have been 
made to the camps, the Ro-
hingya now “are starting to 
look forward, they’re starting 
to wonder, ‘What next?’”

“They are starting to think, 
you know, what sort of future 
that they really have, and this 
is where a new level of anxiety 
and fear starts to come in,” he 
added.

Unicef is currently negoti-
ating with the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment for new programmes 
for the Rohingya children, with 
the aim of improving the qual-
ity of education, increasing the 
number of hours spent in class 
and hiring teachers with the 
appropriate training.

The agency has also called 
on Myanmar allow the half a 
million of Rohingya children 
in its territory to have equal ac-
cess to compulsory education 
as the rest of the communities.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror Actor Varun Dhawan, who plays a tailor in upcoming 

entertainer “Sui Dhaaga - Made in India”, says that he 
gave three months to learn tailoring to ensure he gave his 
best to the role. He says the experience of learning how 
to tailor wasn’t easy at all. “It was frustrating because 
initially I wasn’t getting it right. The needle pierced by 
fingers multiple times. (But) I’m so glad that I went 
through the drill because I have picked up a new skill in 
the process. 

Varun learnt tailoring for 3 
months for ‘Sui Dhaaga’

‘N
agaland4Kerala’, a 
relief concert for the 
victims of the dev-
astating floods in 
Kerala will be held at 

The Heritage (Old DC’s Bungalow) in 
Kohima on Friday evening at 5 pm. The 
event, being organised by the Rattle & 
Hum Music Society of Nagaland in col-
laboration with the government of Na-
galand, calls for support and help from 
the citizens of Nagaland to reach out to 
the people of Kerala who are suffering 
from monsoon related catastrophe.

The concert will feature renowned 
Naga artistes-Lords or Rock, Colored 
Keys, Tetseo Sisters, Rattle & Hum 
Band, Ethnic Future and Muno Shiu.

Talking to media persons this after-
noon at Dream Café in Kohima, Rattle 
& Hum Music Society president Theja 
Meru said considering the enormity of 
devastation happening in Kerala, the 
organisation made a spontaneous deci-
sion to reach out to the people of Kerala 
by putting together a concert to raise 
funds for the affected people there.

“The amount we collect might be 
negligible but we’re doing it with a big 
heart,” says Dr. Tolto Metha, the secre-
tary (administration) for Rattle & Hum 
Music Society.

Responding to the criticism from 
various quarters as to their decision 
to organise the event for the disasters 
in Kerala while Nagaland was facing 
its own share of calamities, Neingulie 
Nakhro, secretary finance of the society 
stated that they were not neglecting 
their own people by organising the 
concert for Kerala but the ‘humane side 
of it did not come out as intended’.

Acknowledging that many people 
may have misconstrued the inten-
tion of the organisation, he said the 
donations were not being solicited to 
increase the bank balance of anyone 
but to give out to the affected people 
in Kerala as a small gesture that the 
people of Nagaland were in solidar-

ity with them. He also clarified that 
the proceedings of the donation drive 
would be handed over to the proper 
authorities in Kerala not on behalf of 
the Rattle & Hum Music Society, but 
as a contribution from the people of 
Nagaland reaching out with a message 
of love.

On people questioning the society 
why they were taking to the platform 
of music, which is a form of entertain-
ment, to appeal help for people who 
were in distress, he simply asserted 
that music was a medium that can 
connect people. He apologized to 
the people who felt the Rattle & Hum 
Music Society was being insensible 
to the Nagaland situation. He further 
welcomed suggestions and ideas to do 
more for the victims of natural disasters 
in Nagaland.

Meru supplemented to this by say-
ing Rattle & Hum Music Society was 
a body that promotes music, art and 
culture, and through this event, he 
hoped other organisations and artistes 
would be inspired to do more for those 
suffering in different parts of Nagaland 
as well. He expressed appreciation that 
all the artistes as well as the event part-
ners have stepped forward voluntarily 
to participate in the event without any 
charge.

Meanwhile, Nakhro said the 
society was encouraged by the dona-
tions which were already being made 
towards Nagaland4Kerala since August 
22 and he appealed to all who cared to 
contribute to the cause.

He informed that there will be free 
will donation at the concert venue 
while for direct contribution, one can 
contact him at 8837346067. Bank and 
online contributions can also be made 
to Rattle & Hum Music Society, A/C No: 
1147102000001748 IFSC-IBKL0001147, 
IDBI Bank Ltd, Kohima Branch. He 
added that contributions would be 
received till August 30.

Our Correspondent

A
erosmith singer Steven 
Tyler has asked Presi-
dent Donald Trump to 
stop using the band’s 
songs for his rallies and 

political campaigns.
The 70-year-old singer accused 

Trump of wilful infringement in 
broadcasting the song “Livin’ on 
the Edge”, which was played at the 
President’s Rally held at Charleston 

Civic Center in West Virginia on 
August 21, reports variety.com.

Tyler has also sent a “cease and 
desist” letter through his attorney 
Dina LaPolt for the same.

“As we have made clear numer-
ous times, Mr. Trump is creating 
the false impression that our client 
has given his consent for the use of 
his music, and even that he endors-
es the presidency of Mr. Trump.

“By using the song without our 
client’s permission, Mr. Trump is 
falsely implying that our client, 
once again, endorses his cam-
paign and/or his presidency, as 
evidenced by actual confusion 
seen from the reactions of our 
client’s fans all over social media,” 
LaPolt wrote in a letter to the White 
House.

Later, Tyler took to Twitter to 

express concern over the matter.
He wrote: “This is not about 

Democrats vs Republicans. I do not 
let anyone use my songs without 
my permission. My music is for 
causes, not for political campaigns 
or rallies. Protecting copyright and 
songwriters is what I have been 
fighting for even before this current 
administration took office.”

IANS

Eastern Mirror: How would you like to intro-
duce yourself to those who haven’t heard of 
you yet?
Dohan Yimchunger: Hello everyone my 
name is Dohan Yimchunger a student of Sale-
sian College of Higher Education Dimapur. I 
am a struggling artist planning to leave a mark 
with my music someday.

Eastern Mirror:  What is your debut ‘One Day’ 
all about?
Dohan Yimchunger: My debut single ‘One 
Day’ is all about my ups and downs and how 
I dream of living all the things I dreamt about. 
It’s about all the pain we have to go through 
to achieve those dreams but everything will 
be worth it in the end. It also encourages the 
listeners not to give up on their dreams and 
have hope and faith till the end.

Eastern Mirror: How would you describe your 
music?
Dohan Yimchunger:  Well every time when 
I compose a song I prefer the music to be 
cleaner with not so much of rock and roll so I 
would describe it as acoustic pop.

Eastern Mirror: When and where was you 
first stage performance? And how was the 
experience like?
Dohan Yimchunger: Well I have been singing 
in groups from my early age but the first time 
I ever took in a solo was in 2016 it was a talent 
night event in our church (Yimchunger Bap-
tist church Dimapur). Well I was so nervous 
but my friend who was to sing along with me 
was very supportive so I was able to overcome 
it and it was amazing. 

Eastern Mirror: Your favourite musician in 
town and worldwide. 

Dohan Yimchunger: Well my favourite musi-
cian in town is not only one but three actually, 
they are Dizie Sothu,Kubanglong Pamai and 
Tsali Sangtam not only are they talented in 
music but  their humble attitude has taught 
me a lot . And in world wide it would be Ed 
Sheeran his music never fail to amaze me.

Eastern Mirror: Top 5 tracks in your playlist.
Dohan Yimchunger: The top five tracks in my 
playlist are.
      1. How would you feel -Ed Sheeran
      2. Thunder -Imagine Dragons
      3. Not a bad thing-Justin Timberlake
      4. In case you didn’t know-Brett Young
      5. Can’t help falling in love -Elvis Presley

Eastern Mirror: If you had to give up music at 
some point in life– what would you do to be 
creative?
Dohan Yimchunger: Well it started as a hobby 
but it turned out to be my passion so if it 
ever happened for me to give up my music at 
some point of life than for me music is much 
more than people think it is so I don’t have 
to be a successful musician to sing songs. So 
even if I ever stop my musical career someday 
I won’t stop signing.

Eastern Mirror: If you are asked to compose 
a song for someone who 
would it be and why?
Dohan Yimchunger: Well 
I wouldn’t mention her 
name but it would be 
about one girl because 
she has taught me what 
life actually is-hard, 
difficult and sometimes 
you just want to quit but 
what she say with a 

smile on her face that it is life, if there weren’t 
any obstacles in life than it would not be 
interesting to live. So I really love her courage 
which I thought of writing it someday sooner.

Eastern Mirror: Favourite quote.
Dohan Yimchunger: There are two quotes 
that I really love and look up to it. It was my 
friend Dizie Sothu who encouraged 
me with this quote “don’t 
leave spaces for regrets” 
and the other one was 
from one of the movie  
“no dream too big and no 
dreamer too small” these 
two quote really 
helps me 
when I 
feel like 
giv-
ing up 
some-
thing.

Steven Tyler asks Trump to stop using Aerosmith’s music‘Nagaland4Kerala’ 
concert in Kohima today

5.30 PM ALPHA (Eng) 2D

12:00 PM,  8:00 PM
HAPPY PHIR 

BHAGJAYEGI (Hindi) 

3:00 PM
GENIUS (Hindi) 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Little did we know
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



San Francisco, Aug. 23 (IANS): Global 
chipset-maker Qualcomm’s next flagship 
processor, which is likely to be Snap-
dragon 855, will be built on the same 7nm 
process technology like its rival Apples 
powerful A12 and Huaweis in-house Kirin 
980 processors.

“The 7nm SoC can be paired with the 
Qualcomm Snapdragon X50 5G modem, 
which is expected to be the first 5G-ca-
pable mobile platform for premium tier 
smartphones and other mobile devices,” 
the company said in a statement.

“Qualcomm Technologies has begun 
sampling of its upcoming flagship mobile 

platform to multiple OEMs developing 
next-generation consumer devices. 

“The upcoming platform will trans-
form industries, encourage new business 
models and improve the consumer expe-
rience as operators come online with 5G 
services later in 2018 and through 2019,” 
Qualcomm added.

The Snapdragon 855 processor is 
widely expected to provide better per-
formance, improved battery efficiency 
and on-board artificial intelligence (AI) 
processing. 

However, the company has not shared 
much details about the upcoming chipset.
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Children participating in quiz during Sci-Connect in Gangtok this week

Researchers at IIT Madras

Making science education 
fun for schools kids in NE

Biomass of invasive weed 
can help treat toxic waste

Facebook goes back 
to old technologies to 
connect the next billion

LG’s human-centric 
wearable robot at IFA 2018

New NASA app clicks selfies in ‘out of the world’ locations

Gangtok, Aug. 23 (India 
Science Wire): How do in-
sects fly? Why does ginger 
have wrinkles? Why does 
chilli cause so much pain? 
Questions like these often 
crop up in the minds of 
young school children, but 
they may not find answers 
to such questions in their 
textbooks. Addressing such 
questions not only satisfies 
their curiosity but also sen-
sitises them about science 
in everyday life.

In order to promote sci-
entific temper and original 
thinking in school kids, a 
programme is underway in 
remote areas of the North-
east. Children are shown 
a series of short films on a 
range of subjects, and then 
a quiz competition is held 
along with hands-on ac-
tivities. The initiative called, 
Sci-Connect, has been un-
dertaken in all the states in 
the region by VigyanPrasar. 

Sixty students from 
four northeast states par-
ticipated in the level two of 
Sci-Connect programme 
which concluded here on 
Thursday. The three-day 
programme was attended 
by students from Nagaland, 
Tripura, Manipur and Sik-
kim. The children were from 

upper primary to secondary 
levels of 42 government and 
private schools. The quiz 
included questions from 
school curriculum as well.

 The students were regis-
tered through the respective 
State Science and Technol-
ogy Councils, which were 
provided the resource ma-
terial produced by Vigy-
anPrasar. In the first level, 
9000 students participated 
and out of them 60 were 
selected for level two. Then 
15 students from each state 
were selected to participate 
in level three, according to 

SandeepanDhar, resource 
person for the programme. 
After competing in level 
four, students will be invited 
for the final round to be held 
in Tripura in September.Top 
three winners will be award-
ed cash prize and trophy.

Along with the quiz, 
parallel sessions were held 
for hands-on activities on 
different topics such as bio-
diversity, earthquake, phys-
ics and chemistry.A nature 
walk was also orgnanised for 
students where they went 
out and learnt more about 
biodiversity.

There was a lecture on 
career prospects in science 
by Dr ShibajiRaha, former 
director, Bose Institute, 
Kolkata.

“Though the competi-
tion is tough, I am enjoy-
ing both the quiz as well 
as hand-on activities, talk 
with scientists and nature 
walk. This program came 
as a full fun package with 
lots of learning,” said Bipa-
sha Chakraborty, a student 
from Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
VidyaMandir, Tripura.Brik-
chanaKarki from Govern-
ment Girls Senior Secondary 

School, Sikkim said, “it is a 
good exposure and a great 
learning experience.”

 “The programmehas 
been designed keeping four 
components in mind - ex-
citement, entertainment, 
knowledge and orientation-
towards science,” explained 
Sachin C Narwadiya, sci-
entist, VigyanPrasar. Last 
year, he said, 6000 students 
had participated while the 
number has gone up to 9000 
this year. Thisshows thatthe 
northeast is responding well 
to the programme and to 
science education. 

“Sikkim is spending 30 
per cent of its budget on 
education despite various 
challenges. We are com-
mitted to give quality ed-
ucation to students with 
special focus on science 
education. We are educating 
teachers also under various 
programmes,”said K Jay-
Kumar, Principal Secretary, 
Sikkim State Council of Sci-
ence and Technology, while 
speaking with India Science 
Wire. 

He also said students 
need to go for experimental 
learning. Text books can be 
seen as framework to arouse 
curiosity but the learning is 
more out of books.

Cuttack, Aug. 23 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Prosopis Juliflo-
ra is an invasive weed with 
abundant spread in India. 
Called Seemai Karuvelam in 
Tamil andVilayati Babul in 
Hindi, it hasoutstanding ca-
pability to survive and grow 
on dry arid and saline lands. 

Scientists at the Indi-
anInstituteof Technology, 
Madras have developed a 
method to make a low-cost 
adsorbent using the weed 
and apply that to treat toxic 
effluents.The technology 
converts the weed into ac-
tivated carbon, which, in 
turn, removes organic com-
pounds, phosphate and 
nitrate from polluted water.

“Synthesis of activated 
carbon using ProsopisJuli-
flora biomass is economi-
cal, and can be used to re-
duce the overall cost of the 
treatment process. This can 
improve management of 
the invasive plant and si-
multaneously protect the 
environment,”explained 
DrS. Mathava Kumar, As-
sociate Professor in the De-
partment of Civil Engineer-
ing at IIT Madras, while 
speaking to India Science 
Wire.

The team collected the 
weed from within the in-
stitute campus, where it is 
available in plenty. They 
cleaned, shredded the twigs 
to onecentimeter size and 
allowed it to dry. They then-
processed this feedstockand 
converted it into carbon at 
500 degree temperature, 
and further activated it with 
sulfuric acid. 

The researchers studied 
surface characteristics of the 
prepared activated carbon 
using scanning electron 
microscopywith electron 
diffraction analysis. They 
also analysed itscarbon, 
hydrogen, nitrogen, and 
sulphur compositionusing 
CHNS analyser. 

They confirmed the 
presence of functional 
groups using Fouriertrans-
formation-infrared radia-
tion (FTIR) analysis, and the 
structure of the productby 

X-ray diffraction (XRD) 
analysis. 

It was found that the 
ProsopisJulifloraactivated 
carbon was effective in re-
moving traces of organic 
substance like metronida-
zole, nutrients like phos-
phates and nitrates inboth 
single-component and mul-
ti-component adsorption 
systems.In addition, septic 
tank effluents containing 
trace organics such as an-
tibiotics and essential soil 
nutrients are trapped onto 
the surface of the activated 
carbon, thereby preventing 
pollutants from entering 
into the groundwater or sur-
rounding aquifers. 

The adsorbentcan be 
used in tertiary treatment 
of wastewater at the sew-
age treatment plants and 
in soak-pits connected to 
septic tanks of residential 
houses, apartments, schools 
and hospitals, said the sci-
entists.

“After the adsorption 
process for nutrient remov-
al, the recovered Prosopis-

juliflora activated carbon, 
which is rich in nutrients, 
can be applied to the ag-
ricultural fields, which in 
turn will improve the soil 
nutrients, thereby increase 
the crop production and re-
duce the usage of chemical 
fertilizers”, commented co-
researcher S.V. Manjunath.

 According to the United 
Nations World Water Devel-
opment Report 2017, over 
80 percent of wastewater is 
discharged without treat-
ment globally.

The conventional treat-
ment systems designed are 
observed to be under-per-
forming in the removal of 
these trace organics.The 
new research assumes im-
portance in this context. 

The team is carrying out 
further investigations for the 
surface modification of the 
new activated carbon mate-
rial to see if its adsorption 
capacity could be further 
improved.The results of the 
research have been pub-
lished in the journal Chemi-
cal Engineering.

Washington, Aug. 23 (IANS):  
NASA has rolled out a new 
app that allows you to take 
a picture of yourself in a 
virtual spacesuit, posing in 
front of gorgeous cosmic 
locations, like the Orion 
Nebula or the centre of the 
Milky Way galaxy.

Along with the “NASA 
Selfies” app, the US space 
agency also launched an 
exoplanet excursions virtual 
reality (VR) app that takes 
VR users on a guided tour of 
the TRAPPIST-1 planetary 
system.

These digital products 
were created to celebrate 
the 15th anniversary of the 
launch of the Spitzer space 
telescope, NASA said in a 
statement on Wednesday. 

The simple interface of 
the Selfies app means you 
just snap a photo of yourself, 
pick your background, and 
share on social media.

The app, available for 
both iOS and Android de-

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS): After abandoning its plan to de-
velop a solar-powered drone called Aquila and grounding a 
helicopter drone project to connect people in remote areas, 
Facebook has gone back to the basics, working on technolo-
gies like mesh Wi-Fi and Express Wi-Fi in partnership with 
equipment manufacturers and operators.

“Our team has been developing software that simplifies 
network management for operators and enables them to de-
ploy mesh Wi-Fi networks along with working on new rout-
ing framework, optimised to manage 50 or potentially even 
more access points,” Vish Ponnampalam, Wireless Systems 
Engineer at Facebook wrote in a blog post on Wednesday.

A wireless mesh network (WMN) is a communi-
cations network made up of radio nodes. A 
mesh refers to rich interconnection 
among devices or nodes.

T h e 

s o c i a l 
networking gi-

ant is running a pilot pro-
gramme for mesh Wi-Fi networking 

in Tanzania and has also put teams to ex-
pand its Express Wi-Fi programme in Dubai, 

Israel and Ireland. 
“The technology we are developing is pushing the 

boundaries of what’s possible for Wi-Fi networks,” Pon-
nampalam added.

The Express Wi-Fi initiative, that offers Internet facility 
through public hotspots, was first launched in five countries 
-- India, Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria and Indonesia.

“We’re excited to continue improving the technology 
with the goal of sharing it with more partners around the 
world,” said Ponnampalam.

The Express Wi-fi initiative reached India last year in 
partnership with telecom operator Bharti Airtel, local ISPs 
and over 500 local entrepreneurs.

In June this year, Facebook announced it has decided to 
abandon the Aquila project that was aimed to deliver Inter-
net to nearly four billion people in remote parts of the world. 

Facebook also discontinued a small helicopter drone 
project that could temporarily replace cellular services in 
emergency situations.

New Delhi, Aug. 23 (IANS): Aiming to become a lead-
ing developer of service robots, South Korea-based 
LG Electronics on Thursday said it will unveil its first 
“human-centric” wearable robot at the upcoming IFA 
2018 in Berlin, Germany.

“CLOi SuitBot” -- the company’s first human-centric 
robot designed for industry and healthcare -- supports 
and enhances a user’s legs to allow for more mobil-
ity and lower limb strength unlike LG’s previously an-
nounced robots such as Guide Robot, Cleaning Robot 
and Serving Robot.

The robot does not navigate airport lounges and ho-
tel hallways by itself, the company said in a statement.

The wearable robot was designed in collaboration 
with a startup named SG ROBOTICS, who has been 
studying how wearable robots can improve the quality 
of life. 

“It is just one example of a wide range of revolu-
tionary AI products designed to interact with users to 
dramatically elevate user convenience and create new 
opportunities to advance our robotics initiative into a 
next-gen growth engine,” Song Dae-hyun, President of 
LG’s Home Appliance and Air Solution Company, said 
in a statement.

This wearable robot can connect to the firm’s 
other service robots, which w e r e 
announced at C E S 2 0 1 8 , 
to become part of 
a  s m a r t w o r k -
ing net- w o r k 
to de- liver in-
f o r - mation and 

tools. 
“A comfort-

able fit and natu-
rally rotating joints 

allow the CLOi Suit-
Bot to move in a more 

relaxed and natural 
way to enhance the 
lower body while 

walking, standing or 
working. 

“Its sandal-type 
shoes and automatic 
adjustment feature 

allow the wear-
er to get in 
and out of the 

suit more easily, 
differentiating LG CLOi 

SuitBot from many 
other exoskeletons,” 
the company added.

CLOi service 
robots are be-

i n g developed as 
part of the com- pany’s larger 
artificial intelligence (AI) initiatives for the commercial 
sector.

New York, Aug. 23 (IANS): A new 
interactive robot, programmed to 

be an interested listener, may serve as a 
reading companion for your kid, a new 
study suggests. The new robot named 
“Minnie” can react, cajole and appear 
thoughtful, said the researchers from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
in the US, who have developed the 
robot.

For the study, the research team 
designed a two-week reading pro-
gramme including 25 books represent-
ing a range of reading skills and story 
complexities.

According to the team, the children 
grew more excited about books and 
more attached to the robot over two 
weeks of reading together. “After one 
interaction, the kids were generally 
telling us that, sure, it was nice to have 
someone to read with,” said co-author 
Joseph Michaelis from the varsity.

“But by the end of two weeks, they 
were talking about how the robot was 
funny and silly and afraid, and how 
they’d come home looking forward to 
seeing it again,” he added.

The number of children who told 
the robot has a personality or emotions 
increased more than four-fold over the 
two weeks they spent with the robot, 
the researchers said. The number 
reporting they were motivated to read 
also spiked -- and surpassed a control 
group following a paper-based version 
of the reading programme. And kids 
who read with the robot said they felt 
like they understood and remembered 
more about the shared books, they 
added.

Social learning -- pairing up with 
a peer to complete math problems 
or read a chapter in a textbook -- is a 
powerful way to help students develop 
skills and interests, suggests the find-
ings published in the journal Science 
Robotics.

“This robot supports an engaging 
reading activity, but it’s not a social 
companion to the extent that you 
could have an open conversation with 
it. If you had a much more capable 
robot, that picture might change,” co-
author Bilge Mutlu, Professor at the 
varsity noted.

vices, also provides infor-
mation about the science 
behind the images, all of 

which are taken by Spitzer.
The exoplanet excur-

sions virtual reality app in-

troduces for VR users the 
TRAPPIST-1 planetary sys-
tem.

TRAPPIST-1 is the only 
known exoplanet system to 
host seven roughly Earth-
size planets. 

Spitzer played a major 
role in detecting these plan-
ets and providing informa-
tion that has helped scien-
tists learn about the planets’ 
likely compositions. 

The TRAPPIST-1 system 
is too far away for telescopes 
to directly observe these 
planets, but this VR experi-
ence features artists’ im-
pressions of what the plan-
ets might look like, NASA 
said.

These impressions are 
based on data from Spitzer 
and other telescopes that 
have studied the TRAP-
PIST-1 system.

Users of the app are 
navigated around five of 
the seven planets, sur-
rounded by the blackness 
of space and the faint lights 
of distant stars.

The VR app will be avail-

able for Oculus and Vive 
through the Spitzer mission 
website and will soon be 
available through the Ocu-
lus store, NASA said.

A 360-degree video is 
also be available on the 
Spitzer Youtube page 
that allows viewers 
to explore the virtual 
TRAPPIST-1 system on 
their desktop, smart-
phone or with a smart-
phone-based 360-viewer 
like Google Cardboard, it 
added.

Considered a cousin of 
the Hubble space telescope, 
the Spitzer space telescope 
was launched on August 
25, 2003, to study the early 
universe in infrared light.

New Qualcomm flagship chip 
to take on Apple A12 processor

New interactive robot can be your kid’s reading buddy
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Shardul Vihan celebrates after winning the silver medal in 
Men's Double Trap event during the 18th Asian Games Jakarta 
Palembang 2018, in Indonesia on August 23.

Bronze medalist India's Roshibina Naorem poses for photographs 
during the medal ceremony for the women's Sanda (60kg) event of 
wushu at the 18th Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia, on August 23.

Saina Nehwal plays a shot against Iran's Aghaei Hajiagha Soraya  
during the women's singles round match at the 18th Asian Games 
2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on August 23.

PTI

Shooter Vihan, tennis stars shine; historic loss in kabaddi

Dimapur veterans lose 
to Golaghat in friendlies

Kohli regains top spot in ICC Test rankings

KFL: Khriekesa FC beat New Market Wozhuro FC claims Wokha district football tourney

DDFA informs members
Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): Dimapur district football as-
sociation (DDFA) has announced to conduct refresher 
course for its members on August 31 at DDSC stadium. 

In this regard all the members are requested to report 
at the venue at 6:30 am sharp. It added that practical class 
would begin at 7 am followed by theory class. 

Stating that the training is mandatory, the association 
cautioned that failure to attend could compel the associa-
tion to initiative appropriate action as deemed fit.

Dimapur, Aug. 23 (EMN): Dimapur district veteran foot-
ball association (DDVFA) lost to Gokaghat district veteran 
football club (GDVFC) 2-1 in a friendly football match 
palayed on August 18.

Superintendent of police and chief patron of the match 
stated that Golaghat and Dimapur must maintain good 
relationship through sports and keep alive the spirit as a 
good neighbour. This was stated in a press release issued 
by DDVFA secretary, G Apan. 

Dubai, Aug. 23 (IANS): In-
dia skipper Virat Kohli on 
Thursday regained the No.1 
ICC Test batting spot af-
ter notching 200 runs (97, 
103) in the just-concluded 
Trent Bridge Test against 
England, that India won by 
203 runs.

According to an Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC) statement, Kohli's 
feats took him to 937 rating 
points -- the highest he has 
reached so far -- and that 
helped push him back atop 
Steve Smith in the charts.

The 29-year-old had 
reached the No.1 spot after 
totalling 200 runs in the 
first Test at Edgbaston, but 
scores of 23 and 17 in the 
second Test at Lord's meant 
he slipped back down to 
the second spot.

The Indian skipper is 
now only one point outside 
the top 10 of an all-time 
rating points list: Don Brad-
man (961 points), Steve 
Smith (947), Len Hutton 
(945), Jack Hobbs and Ricky 
Ponting (both on 942), Pe-
ter May (941), and Gary So-
bers, Clyde Walcott, Vivian 
Richards and Kumar San-

gakkara (all on 938 points).
He  i s  f o l l ow e d  by 

banned Australian Smith 
while New Zealand's Kane 
Williamson occupies the 
third spot in the charts.

Among other Indians, 
Shikhar Dhawan, who re-
turned to the side after 
being dropped at Lord's, 
and Ajinkya Rahane, who 
found much-needed form 
again with a crucial 81 
in the first innings, both 
moved up four places. 
Dhawan now sits at No.22 
in the batsmen's rankings, 
three places below Rahane 
at No.19.

England skipper Joe 
Root and Jonny Bairstow, 
however lost two places 
each to be positioned at 
No.5 and No.11, respec-
tively.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Wozhuro FC clinched 
the championship of the 
Wokha district level foot-
ball tournament by de-
feating Tsdumang-A FC 
in the final match which 
concluded today at lo-
cal ground, Wokha. The 
champion team bagged 
c a s h  r e w a r d  o f  I N R 
25,000, while the runners-
up team won INR 15,000.

The running trophy 
was organised by the 28 
Assam Rifles with an aim 
to select players from the 
district to represent in the 
forthcoming inter-dis-
trict football competition 
scheduled tentatively in 
third week of September 
2018 at the state capital 
Kohima.

Wozhuro FC defeat-
ed Tsumang-A FC by a 
solitary goal which came 
through the boots of 

Jakarta, Aug. 23 (IANS): 
Teenage shooter Shardul 
Vihan bagged silver while 
tennis players took two 
medals even as the In-
dian men's kabaddi team 
failed to enter the final 
at the 18th Asian Games 
here on Thursday.

Vihan gave the Indi-
an campaign a superb 
start early in the day by 
finishing second in the 
men's double trap final. 
The 15-year-old shot 73 
to claim the silver medal, 
while Korea's 34-year-old 
Shin Hyunwoo clinched 
gold scoring 74. 

Qatar's Al Marri Ha-
mad Ali settled for bronze 
after shooting 53.

Vihan has emerged as 
one of the leading double 
trap shooters in India and 
had clinched four gold 
medals at the Shotgun 
Nationals Championship 
last year.

At the tennis courts, 
the Indian men's doubles 
team of Rohan Bopanna 
and Divij Sharan regis-
tered a hard fought vic-
tory to enter the final.

Bopanna and Sharan 
were made to work hard 
for an hour and 12 min-
utes by the Japanese duo 
of Kaito Uesugi and Sho 
Sh i m a b u k u ro  b e f o re 
grinding out a 4-6, 6-3, 
10-8 win. 

This is the fifth succes-
sive Asian Games, when 
an Indian pair has made 
it to the final of the men's 
doubles. Leander Paes 
and Mahesh Bhupathi 
won the gold in 2002 
and 2006, while Somdev 
Devvarman and Sanam 
Singh won gold in 2010. At 
Incheon Saketh Myneni 
and Sanam Singh lost in 
the 2014 final.

For Divij, the entry 
into the final is one step 
better than his bronze 
medal in 2014, when he 
paired with Yuki Bhambri. 
In 2014, India had one 
gold in mixed doubles 
(Saketh Myneni and Sania 

Mirza) besides one silver 
and three bronze.

In other matches on 
the day, Ankita Raina had 
to settle for bronze after 
losing in the women's 
singles semi-final. Pra-
jnesh Gunneswaran also 
ensured a medal from the 
men's singles category by 
entering the semi-finals.

Despite not being at 
full fitness, Ankita gave a 
spirited fight to a much 
higher rated opponent in 
top seed Zhang Shuai of 
China who is placed more 
than 150 places above her 
in the WTA rankings.

Despite losing the 
first set, Ankita fought 
back and almost won the 
second set before going 
down 4-6, 6-7 in a tough, 
long drawn battle that 
lasted two hours and 11 
minutes.

Later in the day, Pra-
jnesh edged out Kwon 
Soonwoo of South Korea 
in a long, bitterly fought 
three-set battle which 
also saw a lengthy rain 
interruption.

The two players fought 

a see-saw battle for more 
than four hours before the 
Indian clinched a 6-7, 6-4, 
7-6 verdict.

In the mixed doubles 
quarter-finals, Bopanna 
and Ankita lost 4-6, 6-1, 
6-10 to Indonesia's Chris-
topher Rungkat and Aldila 
Sutjiadi.

But what really over-
shadowed the day for In-
dia was the fact that the 
men's kabaddi team suf-
fered a shock defeat at 
the hands of Iran in the 
semi-finals.

Iran scripted history 
in the annals of world 
kabaddi by stunning India 
27-18 in the semi-finals. 
Pakistan lost 24-27 to a 
much improved South 
Korea in the other last 
four clash.

The two Sub-conti-
nental powers -- reigning 
world champions India 
and once formidable Pak-
istan -- will thus have to 
be satisfied with a bronze 
medal each. 

This is the first time 
since the traditional rural 
sport was included in the 

Asian Games in 1990 that 
the Indian men's team will 
not take home the gold. 

Apart from ending In-
dia's 28-year run as de-
fending champions at the 
Asiad, Thursday's defeat 
was also Indian men's 
first at any major tour-
nament. Along with the 
Asian Games, India have 
won every World Cup, 
Asia Cup and South Asian 
Games till now. 

This is also Iran's first 
victory over India in the 
knock-out stages of any 
tournament. For the Ira-
nians, this is also revenge 
of sorts for their defeats to 
India in the finals of the 
last two Asian Games.

But the women's team 
restored some lost pride 
for India, overwhelming 
Chinese Taipei 27-14 to 
enter their third consecu-
tive final. The two-time 
champions will meet Iran 
in the final.

In the women's semi-
finals, Chinese Taipei 
could not repeat their 
first half performance in 
the next half against India 

and got eliminated from 
the semis.

In rowing, India's Mal-
keet Singh and Gurinder 
Singh missed out on a 
medal by a fraction of a 
second in the men's pair 
category.

The Indian duo regis-
tered a time of 7 minutes 
and 10.86 seconds to fin-
ish fourth. Japan's Yoshiro 
Otsuka and Yuta Takano 
(7:10.53) got the bronze 
after a closely fought bat-
tle with the Indians in the 
final stages.

China (7:04.07) won 
the gold medal while Uz-
bekistan (7:06.11) took 
silver.

Indian rower Dattu 
Bhokanal also missed a 
medal in the men's single 
sculls competition.

The 27-year-old did 
get off to a good start and 
after a timing of 8 minutes 
and 28.56 seconds, Dattu 
found the sixth spot in the 
finals.

China's Liang Zhang 
clinched gold after timing 
7:25.36, while South Ko-
rea's Dongyong Kim and 

Japan's Ryuta Arakawa 
bagged silver and bronze 
respectively.

In  m e n ' s  d o u b l e s 
sculls, India's Om Prakash 
and Sawarn Singh clocked 
6:50.91 to finish fourth 
in the final. Uzbekistan 
registered 6:48.19 to win 
gold while China (6:48.65) 
and Thailand (6:49.82) 
took silver and bronze 
respectively.

In women's double 
sculls, Sayali Shelake and 
Pooja finished sixth and 
last in the final with a time 
of 8:21.76. China (7:33.55), 
South Korea (7:34.73) and 
Iran (7:35.45) got gold, 
silver and bronze respec-
tively.

In men's lightweight 
four, the Indian team 
of Bhopal Singh, Jagvir 
Singh, Tejash Shinde and 
Ganesh Naukarkar fin-
ished fourth with a time 
of 6:43.20. China (6:28.07), 
Indonesia (6:31.08) and 
Uzbekistan (6 :38.40) 
clinched gold, silver and 
bronze respectively.

I n d i a ' s  C h a m p a 
Mourya finished at the 

seventh place in the final 
of the women's canoe 
single category after scor-
ing 161.63.

C h i n a ' s  Sh i  C h e n 
clinched the yellow metal 
with a score of 110.32, 
while Taiwan's Weihan 
Chen and Thailand's 
Atcharaporn Duanglawa 
settled for the silver and 
bronze medal respec-
tively.

Earlier on Thursday, 
Champa had qualified for 
the canoeing final after 
finishing seventh in the 
semi-finals with a score 
of 176.14.

In badminton, top 
shuttlers Saina Nehwal 
and P.V. Sindhu regis-
tered contrasting victo-
ries in the first round of 
women's singles matches 
while the mixed doubles 
team crashed out of the 
18th Asian Games here on 
Thursday.

While Saina swept 
aside Soraya Aghaeiha-
jiagha of Iran 21-7, 21-9 
in less than half an hour, 
Sindhu snatched a 21-10, 
12-21, 23-21 victory from 

the jaws of defeat against 
Vietnam's Thi Trang Vu.

The mixed doubles 
team of Ashwini Ponap-
pa and Satwik Ranireddy 
lost 25-27, 16-21 to Thai-
land's World No. 15 pair of 
Dechapol Puavaranukroh 
and Sapsiree Taerattana-
chai.

Soon after, Pranaav 
Jerry Chopra and Sikki 
Reddy also lost to Ma-
laysia's Liu Ying Gho and 
Peng Soon 15-21, 21-23 
to end India's mixed dou-
bles campaign.

In men's  doubles, 
Satwik, Chirag Shetty and 
Manu Attri, Sumit Reddy 
qualified for the Round 
of 16.

While Satwik and Chi-
rag recorded a facile 21-
12, 21-14 win over Hong 
Kong's Chun Hei Tam and 
Yonny Chung; Manu and 
Sumit were more severe 
with Maldives' Mohamed 
Rasheed and Thoif Ahmed 
Mohamed, brushing them 
aside 21-10, 21-8.

The women's doubles 
pair of Rutaparna Panda 
and Arathi Sunil, mean-
while, went down to Thai 
pair Chayanit Chalad-
chalam and Phataimas 
Muenwong 11-21, 6-21.

Earlier,  the Indian 
men's and women's dou-
bles teams got off to win-
ning starts in their respec-
tive round of 32 matches.

The women's pair of 
Ponappa and Sikki Reddy 
registered a convincing 
21-16, 21-15 win over 
their Hong Kong counter-
parts Yeung Nga Ting and 
Wing Yung Ng.

The Indians gave little 
quarter to their coun-
terparts and used their 
experience to see off late 
surges in both sets.

L a t e r,  Sa t w i k  a n d 
Chirag eased past the 
Chun Hei Tam and Yonny 
Chung 21-12, 21-14 using 
their superior physical 
power to good effect.

The Indian duo looked 
superior from start to fin-
ish, wrapping up the tie in 
32 minutes.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 23 (EMN): 
Vimelie scored two goals 
as Khriekesa FC team beat 
the third place New Market 
2-1 at the ongoing Kohima 
Football League season 
played at the Kohima local 
ground on Thursday.

Despite the defeat, New 
Market FC remained in 3rd 
place with 19 points in 12 
matches, while Khriekesa 
FC is placed at 5th place 
with 16 points after Twenty 
XI beat Vanguard FC in the 
second match to take the 
4th position.  

Lacklustre New Market 
team failed to light up the 
game as they missed a 
penalty and hit the cross 
bar in the game to end 
their KFL-2 with a defeat.

Khriekesa opened the 
scoring through Vimelie 
Chasie in 28th minute. 
New Market also got their 
share to equalise after a 
clumsy challenge by the 
keeper Mhasiletuo on 
Rhitsho Mero inside the 
area was awarded a pen-
alty but Salu Kulim missed 
the spotkick in the 32nd 
minute.

Talisman for New Mar-
ket’s Gideon Leo tap-in a 
deflection after Rhitsho 
shot was initially blocked 
by the keeper Mhasile-
tuo in the 53rd minute to 
equalise the scoreline.

New Market failed to 
seize the opportunity as 
Vimelie scored from a 
goalkeeper error in the 
71st minute. The goalkeep-
er Lhiwete Koza failed to 
clear the ball of Velukho 
Rhakho free-kick as Vime-
lie was in the right position 
to thump home the win-
ning goal.

New Market also hit 
the crossbar in the 90th 
minute. Khriekesa won 
the match 2-1 to end their 
KFL-2 season with a win.

Debutant team Twenty 
XI FC Viswema defeated 
the 6th place Vanguard FC 
Tseminyu 2-1 to book their 
fourth place of the Kohima 
Football League table.

Twenty XI still have a 
match against league lead-
ers Sechu Zubza on Sat-
urday, a defeat would still 
keep them in fourth place. 
Should they win against 
league leaders, they can 
move above New Market in 
the league standing. Sechu 
Zubza needed only a draw 
to win the league.

Twenty XI FC with the 
win will remained in 4th 
position with 19 points and 
debutant team Vanguard 
end their season in 6th 
place with 11 points.

In the match, Metol 

Neikha scored in the 22nd 
minute for Twenty XI to 
take the lead, while Viho 
Kin added the second goal 
in the 69th minute.

Vanguard fought back 
to get a goal through their 
captain Yhunshalo Kemp 
through a penalty in 73rd 
minute but Twenty XI de-
fended the score till the 
end of the match to win 
the match and book their 
fourth place in the league.

It may be mentioned 
that Twenty XI FC Viswema 
are the only playing team 
participating in the league 
with full 18 local players 
without any loan player.

Friday’s Fixture 
United 16 FC vs 
Ziekiezou SC at 2 pm

Twenty XI Viswema win 
to book fourth place

Players of Khriekesa FC, in white, and New Market in action 
during their league match on Thursday.
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Players of Tsumang-A FC, in red, and Wozhuro FC, in yellow, with officials of the 28th Assam Rifles, the organisers, during the prize 
distribution programme at the Wokha local ground.
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Chonbenthung.
Yibenthung Ezung of 

Tsumag-A FC and Meri-
bemo Ezung from Proxi-
mos FC claimed the gold-
en boot award and golden 
glove award respectively 
along with certificates and 
cash prize of INR 2,500.

Twenty four teams 
from 11 districts will vie 
for the upcoming Captain 
N Kenguruse memorial 
football trophy, informed 
Naik Subidar Nitish at the 
closing award ceremony.

Captain Hirenbura of 
28 AR has congratulated 

the players for the suc-
cessful conduct of the 
tournament in a true 
sportsman spirit  and 
wished the players all 
success in their future 
endeavours.

The final match was 
witnessed by officials 

from the district admin-
istration represented by 
ADC Wokha, Mhathung 
Tsanglao, representa-
tives from NGOs of Lotha 
Hoho, Lotha Eloe Hoho, 
Lotha students’ union 
as well as GBs from the 
district.

Virat Kohli

Asiad 2018


