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A grader working on a portion of NH 29 near Padumpukhri in 
Dimapur. 
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Will the slow work rein in the public’s complaint?

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
No, I don't want to marry a 

woman just because she's rich 
or has a government job... 

EntErtainmEnt

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 22: The 
Nagaland government’s 
decision to build a multi-
disciplinary sports complex 
(MDSC) in Dimapur dis-
trict, as was announced by 
the then Nagaland Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio in 
2003, had brought cheers to 
the public, especially from 
the sporting fraternity. But 
the sports centre, which 
was spoken of then as a 
'dream project' for CM Rio, 
looks a distant dream now 
with the contractor facing 
fund hurdles from the state’s 
government during the past 
five years.

The MDSC is the first 
major sports project in the 
state and the largest of its 
kind to date. It was pro-
posed to be constructed 
on a sprawling 64-acre site 
with an approved master 
plan envisaging a National 
Games-level sporting cen-
tre—one with a sitting ca-
pacity of approximately 

30,000. Out of the 64 acres, 
the provision would include 
15 acres for the Sports Au-
thority of India (SAI), and 
a special area games (SAG) 
centre for outdoor-indoor 
sports training to be estab-
lished and maintained by 
the SAI.   

It is more than a decade 
now since construction of it 
started in 2006, but there is 
no sign of the project being 
completed. It was for this 
issue that on Wednesday 
Aug. 22 the Against Corrup-
tion and Unabated Taxation 
(Acaut) decided to act as a 
‘facilitator.’ The organisa-
tion felt so to see 'where it 
has gone wrong' with the 
project, as per the assertion 
of Acaut’s Chairman Tia 
Longchar. The team led by 
Longchar and Co-chair-
man Simon Kelio visited the 
MDSC on Wed.   

During a meeting with 
the MDSC’s contractor Nei-
bu Nagi in Dimapur, it was 
established that the initial 

project provision was INR 
60 cr. in line with special as-
sistance from the Planning 
Commission, with a provi-
sion of INR 10 cr. per year. 
The comm. has released its 
share of INR 57 cr. while the 
state govt. is yet to release its 
share, it was informed. 

According to Nagi, the 
last running bill he received 
was on Dec. 20 2013 after 
which he had to shell out 
from his own pocket the 
funds; it included having to 
sell two plots of his land in 
Dimapur so that the project 
would not be stalled. Ac-
cording to the contract, the 
contractor shall have to be 
paid monthly for all work 
estimated to cost more than 
INR 1, 000, but provided 
that a completion-certif-
icate is submitted as ap-
proved and passed by the 
engineer-in-chief.  

"This type of project 
is called as 'specialised 
project' which needs special 
workers and I could not af-

ford to stall the project and 
lose the workers," Nagi told 
media persons and Acaut 
members. The project, ac-
cording to the contract, was 
supposed to be a three-
year project. However, due 
to lack of funds from the 
state’s govt., the project 
was being renewed every 
year. It would take another 
three years for the MDSC to 
complete if the state govt. 
releases the funds properly, 
the contractor said.  

There is available online 
a presentation by CM Rio on 
the Annual Plan for 2011-
12 in New Delhi, stated to 
have been given on May 18 
2011, under the 'special as-
sistance sought from Plan-
ning Commission': For the 
MDSC project of the Youth 
Resources & Sports, the ap-
proved estimate cost was 
mentioned to be INR 96.43 
cr.; the expenditure up to 
March 31 2011 was INR 
61.93 cr.; and the balance 
amount required was stated 

Dimapur’s multi-disciplinary sports 
arena rolls into fund constraints
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Twin bypolls in Meghalaya today; CM's fate to be decided
Shillong, Aug. 22 (IANS): 
The stage is set for Thurs-
day's twin assembly by-
elections to South Tura and 
Ranikor in Meghalaya with 
four companies of Cen-
tral armed forces being de-
ployed in both the constitu-
encies.

Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma, who is also the na-
tional chief of the National 
People's Party (NPP), is con-
testing the by-election and 
is hopeful to win the South 
Tura assembly seat in order 
to retain the post of chief 
minister.

Agatha Sangma re-
signed as member from 

South Tura Assembly seat to 
pave the way for her brother 
Conrad to contest the by-
election.

Conrad is pitted against 
Congress candidate Char-
lotte W. Momin, John Leslee 
K. Sangma and Kris Kabul A. 
Sangma who are contesting 
as independents.

The Ranikor assembly 
seat fell vacant after former 
Public Works Department 
Minister and five-time Con-
gress legislator from Ran-
ikor constituency, Martin 
Dango, resigned as member 
of the State Assembly and 
joined the ruling NPP after 
the government announced 

Looking like something from a Steam Punk movie, the half-built multi-disciplinary sports complex in Dimapur is reported to have run into 
funding problems.

Basic provisions for 
stadium:
•	 30,000-seat	capacity	

(Four wings)
•	 VIP	 gallery,	 terrace,	

and a lobby
•	 Space	for	players'	fa-

cilities
•	 SAI-approved	 inter-

national-size football 
pitch

•	 Ground	designed	for	
major athletics and a 
professional track

•	 Additional	 facilities:	
Gym, sports science 
centre, spaces for of-
ficials, media centre 
with commentators’ 
bays

•	 A	conference	centre	
with a lounge, pantry, 
and a cafeteria 

•	 Other	 utilities	 and	
services 

Dimapur’s improvement 
of NH 29 finally starts

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 22: The much 
publicised launch of the ‘im-
provement of city portion of 
Dimapur city project’ along 
the NH29 starting from the 
New Field Check Gate till 
the Chathe Bridge at Chu-
mukedima has finally start-
ed, although slow-paced 
and seven months after the 
foundation was dedicated. 

A semblance of the 
project taking off after 
months of waiting was no-
ticed since Aug. 7, when 
piles of sand and gravel were 
seen on the sides of the road 
between Purana Bazaar and 
Darogapathar while a stretch 
of it near Padumphukri was 
seen metalled. 

Former chief minister 
of Nagaland TR Zeliang had 
inaugurated the project as 
part of the Special Acceler-
ated Road Development 
Programme (SARDP) on 
Jan. 17 2018. He said during 
the foundation dedication 
programme for the project 
that the minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
had sanctioned INR 509.08 
cr. out of which INR 279.39 
cr. was for the stretch of road 
from New Field Check Gate 
to the Chathe Bridge. 

Eastern Mirror con-
tacted officers of the gov-
ernment department in 
concern, the Public Works, 
National Highway (PWD-
NH) division, to seek infor-
mation about the project 
but it was in vain. Kito An-
che, an engineer working at 
the PWD (NH) in Dimapur 
on Wednesday responded to 
this newspaper’s query but 
provided only some details 
that ‘his superior was willing 

Conrad Sangma

at INR 34.45 cr. 
A document provided 

by Nagi to media persons 
states that the total provi-
sion was increased to ap-
prox. INR 100 cr., which 
would be to cover basic civil 
work as would be required. 

'As per the original con-
cept, starting with a proper 
stadium, the MDSC will not 
only encourage sports in the 
state at a high professional 
level but also enable the 
state to bag major sporting 
events. I have a hope with 
the present CM Rio as the 
project was his initiation 
and his dream project, al-
though no funds have been 
released by the state govt.,'  
Nagi said.

The contractor pointed 
out that he had requested 
the state govt. not to call for 
tenders if the govt. was un-
able to pay the contractors. 

The SKK provided this image, understood to be a portion of a major highway that connects Nagaland 
University at Lumami in Zunheboto to Mokokchung district. The SKK has demanded ‘quality work’ while 
also warning inspection officers against 'compromising' their assessment of the roads. 

Down the road to ruin: Mokokchung-Zunheboto NH bumps on
Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
A students’ organisation 
has demanded from the 
authorities ‘quality’ work 
along the stretch of National 
Highway 702A, which con-
nects Nagaland University 
at Lumami in Zunheboto to 

Mokokchung district. 
The All Sumi Students' 

Union (SKK) issued on Wed.  
a statement appealing to 
the Public Works depart-
ment (national highways) 
to intervene and ensure 
quality work as prescribed, 
and without delay. 

A letter from the SKK 
addressed to the chief en-
gineer stated that the 'im-
provement of riding quality 
to NH 702A from km 5/460 
to 16/000 under NH Mokok-
chung division,’ which was 
stated to have completed 
recently, showed no sem-
blance of work ever being 
carried out 'except for some 
patches of blacktopped por-
tions.' 

Stating that the un-
ion had verified the entire 
stretch of the road recent-
ly, the SKK stated that the 
blacktopped layers have 'all 
eroded away and only the 
soil remains with potholes 
and muddy water.' 

 "That the quality of 
works carried out on a NH 

could be totally damaged 
within two-three months of 
completion has taken the 
SKK by unbelievable shock 
and aggravated at the poor 
workmanship quality," the 
SKK complained. 

The organisation re-
minded that the pathetic 
condition of the road is 
causing much inconven-
ience to the local popula-
tion, and university staff 
and students. The SKK 
pointed out that the road 
connects Nagaland Uni-
versity and neighbouring 
villages to Mokokchung, the 
nearest town. 

Given the importance 
of the road and ‘verified 
deplorable condition’ of 
the completed work, the 
SKK has asked the chief 
engineer to intervene and 
ensure ‘quality work,’ in 
accordance with stipulated 
specifications, and without 
delay. 

"The SKK also main-
tains its strong position that 
failure to deliver quality 

road as per specifications 
would compel us to adopt 
other alternative measures, 
much to the displeasure 
of the department and the 
contractor, to see that the 
public are given quality 
roads commensurate with 
the amount released," the 
SKK cautioned. 

‘Will strictly monitor roads 
projects in Sumi areas ‘
In a separate press state-
ment, the SKK on Wed. as-
sured that it would strictly 
monitor all ongoing road 
construction/repair works 
being undertaken as part of 
the PMGSY phase-IX batch-
I for 2017-18. It has strongly 

demanded that the govern-
ment officials and contrac-
tors ensure quality works. 

The organisation stated 
that there were eight ongo-
ing road projects from the 
PMGSY’s phase-IX batch-I 
for 2017-18. The SKK ap-
pealed to contractors to sin-
cerely ensure quality work 

Muslims celebrate Eid in Nagaland
Kohima, Aug. 22 (PTI): Mus-
lims in Nagaland celebrated 
Eid ul-Adha with religious 
fervour and with sacrificial 
offerings on Aug. 22.

Thousands from the 
Muslim community re-
siding in and around the 
state capital Kohima and 
commercial hub Dimapur 
marked the day by perform-
ing special ‘namaz’ at idgahs 
in the two districts.

Nagaland Governor P B 
Acharya and Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio greeted the 
people during the occasion.

Eid ul-Adha is also 
known as the festival of 
sacrifice or Bakrid and Eid 
ul-Azha.

The governor conveyed 
warm greetings to the peo-

People from the Muslim community offer prayers during Id-ul-Zuha 
on Wednesday at the local ground in Kohima. 

ple of Nagaland and wished 
for harmony and brother-
hood in the society.

Acharya hoped that the 
sacred occasion would ush-
er in goodwill and harmony 
besides strengthening the 

values of composite society 
everywhere.

"May this Eid bring you 
cheer, peace and happiness 
and may it foster goodwill 
and brotherhood," Chief 
Minister Rio tweeted. 

and in accordance with 
work specifications. The 
union said that it would 
continually monitor the 
work to see that they are 
undertaken satisfactorily. 
It appealed to the depart-
mental officers entrusted 
with inspecting the work 
to insist on the prescribed 
specifications and not to 
compromise when ensur-
ing work of good quality. 

 "Bigger blame for all 
sub-standard works fall on 
the inspection officers who 
often connive with the con-
tractors on the quality of 
works eventually leading 
to wastage of public money 
and giving the citizens de-
ficient development," the 
SKK stated. 

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
warned that if at any point 
of time they are found con-
niving with the contractors 
leading to sub-standard 
work, the union would not 
hesitate to take appropri-
ate action as deemed fit, 
either by traditional means 

or legally. 
L i k e w i s e,  t h e  S K K 

warned that the contrac-
tors would be held equally 
responsible for any poor 
quality work and would 
initiate stringent steps to 
blacklist their firms. 
PMGSY phase-IX batch-I 
for 2017-18 projects being 
undertaken
1. Satakha to Momi (4.2 

km) at the cost of Rs 
222.98 lakh

2. Satoi to Ikiye to Itovi 
(11.60 km) at the cost of 
Rs 429.5 lakh

3. Niuland to S. Hetoi (9 
km) at the cost of Rs 
612.22 lakh

4. Achikuhu to Yevishe via 
Yeshito (12 km) at the 
cost of Rs 768.10 lakh

5. Yeshito to Kikhevi via 
Khatara (18 km) at the 
cost of Rs 1127.52 lakh

6. Satoi to Tsuruhu (5.20 
km) at the cost of Rs 
351.58 lakh

7. Tokiye to Thokihimi (12 
km) at the cost of Rs 
730.67 lakh

the creation of Ranikor Civil 
Sub-Division.

Dango is facing three 
candidates in his bid to get 

re-elected  — Congress' Jac-
quish A. Sangma, United 
Democratic Party's Pius 
Marwein and People's 
Democratic Front's P.N. 
Syiem.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), which is part 
of the NPP-led Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment, has decided not to 
contest the by-elections and 
support the NPP candidate 
Conrad from South Tura as-
sembly seat.

However, the saffron 
party remained neutral for 
the Ranikor by-poll.

South Tura assembly 
constituency in West Garo 

Hills district has around 
30,230 voters spread across 
36 polling stations.

Ranikor assembly con-
stituency in South West 
Khasi Hills district border-
ing Bangladesh has 65 poll-
ing stations with a total of 
29,685 voters.

In both constituencies, 
electronic voting machines 
and	VVPATs	will	be	used.

Conrad, the lone NPP 
Lok Sabha member from 
Tura constituency, who was 
sworn as the 12th Chief 
Minister of Meghalaya on 
March 6, is a non-elected 
member to the 60-member 
assembly.

to share.’ He said that the 
department was not able to 
furnish the complete infor-
mation as it was currently 
engaged in repairing roads 
affected by landslides.

According to the informa-
tion provided by Anche, the 
project was part of the EPC 
(engineering, procurement 
and construction) mode 
sanctioned during 2016-2017 
and the contract was awarded 
to Chaitnaya Projects Consul-
tancy Pvt. Ltd.

The first 2.9 km of the 
road starting from the New 
Field Check gate to Zion 
Hospital junction would 
be a two-lane then from 
there up to Chumukedima 
it would be a four-lane road 
of 12.9 km. The last 1.5 km 
till Chathe Bridge would 
again be two-lane. 

The proposed thickness 
of the crust of the road is 
580 mm, according to the 
information provided by 
Anche. The road project 
stretching 17.30 km long is 
supposed to be completed 
in 18 months as long as it is 
encumbrance-free. 

The project being in EPC 

mode it is perceived that 
work should have been in 
full scale by now since its 
launch in January. However, 
the query to the depart-
ment that whether any more 
demolition on the structures 
along the road would be 
needed was not replied to. 

When queried,  the 
department also did not 
divulge if there were any 
problems with regard to 
landowners. Likewise, the 
query about the number 
of phases the road project 
would require was also not 
replied to. 

Now, the big question 
is this: Will the government 
and the department in 
concern be able to make 
the contractor quicken the 
process, keeping in mind 
constant complaints from 
the public in all forums 
against bad roads? 

The Chumukedima GB 
Union has expressed ap-
preciation that the project 
has begun. The organisa-
tion has requested village 
councils in the area to assist 
so that the work would not 
be hindered. 



7 labourers injured as under 
construction bridge collapses

Top USRA militant shot 
dead in Manipur

CM mourns Dolie’s demise

ENPO mourns Phom’s demise

CIHSR clarifies on viral video of a child

MGM school conduct parents-teachers meet

NSCN (IM) condoles

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263
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Rakshit Tandon delivering lecture on cyber crime and security at Pilgrim Higher Secondary School in Dimapur, on Aug. 22.

Principal of the school addressing the parents-teachers meet in the school auditorium.

Imphal, Aug. 22 (PTI): Sev-
en labourers were injured 
when an under construc-
tion bailey bridge collapsed 
in Manipur’s Jiribam district 
today, police said.

The bailey bridge was 
being constructed over 
Gorkhale river to connect 
Borberkra village to Jat-
tarpur. At around 8 am this 
morning the bridge col-
lapsed injuring seven la-
bourers, they said.

The injured labourers 

were rushed to Borbekra 
health centre from where 
they were referred to a hos-
pital in Silchar in neigh-
bouring Assam, the police 
said.

District officials said the 
160 feet long bailey bridge 
was being constructed by a 
private contractor and the 
project was being funded 
by the Rural Development 
Ministry under the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana.

Imphal, Aug. 22 (PTI): A top 
leader of the militant outfit 
United Socialist Revolution-
ary Army (USRA) was today 
shot dead by unidentified 
persons in Manipur’s Chu-
rachandpur district, police 
said.

Lalminthang Vaiphei, 
the self styled ‘commander-
in -chief’ of USRA was shot 
dead in front of zonal edu-
cation office, Churachand-
pur town, they said.

Motive behind killing 
of the USRA leader was not 
known, police said adding 
that a case has been filed 
at Churachandpur police 
station for further investi-
gation.

The body of Vaiphei was 
sent to Churachandpur Dis-
trict Hospital for postmor-
tem, they added.

The USRA is active in 
Churachandpur district, 
they said.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
Nagaland chief minis-
ter,  Neiphiu Rio, has 
mourned the demise of 
Visebi Dolie, who passed 
away at the age of 91 
years in Kohima.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Rio described Dolie 
as a well known senior 
citizen and one of the 
most revered patriarchs 
from Khonoma village. 
Rio said Dolie was re-
nowned for his simplic-
ity and wisdom, which is 
evident from the fact that 
people used to seek his 
advice on various issues 

of importance. Rio added 
that he was known to be 
honest in all his dealings 
and also strove to imbibe 
the same in his family. 

Rio lamented that in 
his demise, Nagas have 
lost a visionary and a guide 
whose absence would be 
felt tremendously. While 
conveying condolence 
to the bereaved family 
members, Rio prayed that 
they might find solace 
and comfort in the di-
vine love of Almighty God. 
He further prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Wakching students lend 
support for good road
Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
The Wakching area students’ 
union (Wasu) has extended 
solidarity over the memo-
randum submitted by Nag-
inimora unit of the KU, KNSK 
and NKSU against poor road 
conditions in Naginimora 
town (sub-division). 

In a statement, the union 
president, Chinge M Konyak, 
has appealed to the state gov-
ernment and the department 
of PWD and R&B to take up 
the matter on utmost prior-
ity as the said road has been 
neglected for the past two 
decades.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland Peo-
ples’ Organization (ENPO) has 
mourned the demise of Long-
kei Phom, mother of S Pang-
nyu Phom, minister for Health 
and Family Welfare and ENLU 
chairman. 

“Longkei Phom was a bless-
ed mother of the family and for 
the people of Eastern Nagaland. 
Her blessings displayed towards 

the people as God fearing lady 
and the compassion and sym-
pathy she once held for the peo-
ple would be ever cherished,” a 
condolence message read. 

The ENPO conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved fam-
ily members and prayed to the 
Almighty to give strength and 
comfort at this hour of grief and 
also prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in eternal peace.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
Reacting to a viral video of 
a crying child with a huge 
eye tumour carried by its 
distraught mother’ being 
circulated in the social 
media WhatsApp and the 
background voice of a fe-
male implicating the CIHSR 
ophthalmology (eye) de-
partment as the cause for 
the misery of the child, the 
Christian Institute of Health 
Science and Research (CIH-
SR) has termed the im-
plication by the unknown 
female as ‘false’ and said 
and a complaint has been 
lodged with the police. 

The CIHSR, in a press 
statement, clarified that 
the child, with a cancerous 
tumour in the right eye, was 
brought by the nuns from 
the Missionaries of Charity, 
Assam on the Aug. 6 and 7 
of 2018 to the Ophthalmol-
ogy department of CIHSR 
for the first time.

It said that the tumour 
was not treated for a very 
long time and the hospital 
was doing several investi-
gations and discussion of 
further treatment was going 
on when this video was cre-
ated and circulated by the 
third party. 

Saying that the hospital 
does not know the inten-
tion behind the claim of 
the female who was com-
menting that the child was 
brought to CIHSR and after 
instilling eye drops, the 
child developed this grossly 
abnormal situation, the 
release said that the words 
of the unknown female as 
‘baseless and uninformed’. 

It stated that it has 
lodged a complaint with 
the police and expressed 
hope that the culprit and 
the source of the video will 
be found out soon. The 
institute hoped that the 

police will to be strict in 
tracking these videos and 
imposed penalties to deter 
“frivolous people” from 
creating chaos in society. 

The CIHSR further ap-
pealed the public not to be 
misled by the fake video 
and cautioned that such 
similar videos are likely 
to continue in the future 
through social media to 
malign individuals or or-
ganisations. Therefore, the 
CIHSR said that the public 
have to be vigilant and be 
responsible and restraint 
themselves from forward-
ing such videos.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): The 
MGM Higher Secondary School 
has conducted a parents-teachers 
meeting recently at its audito-
rium. The meeting was to review 
the teaching-learning progress 
and assessment of learning out-

come from class 1 upto 8.
During an interaction, the 

principal of the school explained 
the importance of the parents’ 
teachers meeting for proper as-
sessment of the child.  Parents 
were also given guidelines to 

monitor their studies and dis-
cipline at home. The parents 
were also informed that there 
will be similar meetings after the 
midterm examination of class 
11 and 12 in the third week of 
September.  

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has ex-
pressed pain to learn the 
demise of Moatemjen 
from Mangmetong vil-
lage (Ao region), ‘deputy 
kilonser’ on Aug. 22, after 
a prolonged illness at his 
residence in Dimapur. 

The MIP, in a condo-
lence message, stated that 
Moatemjen joined the na-
tional service on Oct. 30 
2016. 

Saying that late Moat-

emjen was a commit-
ted national worker who 
served the nation faithful-
ly capacity of ‘deputy kil-
onser’ till his last breath, 
the release stated that his 
sacrifice for the national 
cause will always be cher-
ished. 

The release further 
conveyed its condolences 
to the bereaved family 
members and prayed God 
to grant eternal peace and 
rest to the departed soul.  

STATE / REGION

Cyber expert advises students 
on proper usage of social media

NBA convenes committees 
meeting
The Nagaland Bar Association (NBA) has convened a 
meeting of planning committee and sub-committees 
of its golden jubilee celebrations on Aug. 24 in the Bar 
room, Dimapur, at 2:30 pm. The committee member 
secretary has informed that the house would review 
the current assignments and also discuss on issues 
relating to the year-long golden jubilee celebrations. 
All the members have been requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

NDPP Dimapur convenes 
meeting
The Dimapur region of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) has convened a consultative 
meeting on Aug. 24 at Town Hall in Dimapur at 11 am. 
The party has informed all the office bearers, women 
organisation, youth organisation, assembly unit office 
bearers, women organisation and youth organisa-
tion under assembly units, and minority wing under 
Dimapur region to attend the meeting respectively.

SNUNS to hold ‘motivation day’
The South Nagas Union of Nagaland State (SNUNS) 
has announced to organise a special “motivation day” 
for the South Naga students of Classes X and XII of all 
Dimapur based schools on Aug. 25 at DBiDL training 
centre, Don Bosco complex in Dimapur. Parents are 
informed to send their children of classes X and XII 
(both NBSE & CBSE) to the programme. Students are 
also advised to keep to their respective school sched-
ules. They are asked to attend only if the school is a 
holiday on Saturday. The organisers would realise INR 
100 per student. Students are also asked to confirm 
their participation to its president and general secre-
tary at 9436004219 and 9612167979 in line.

GPRN/NSCN discharges 
member
The office of the secretary, Ministry of Kilo Affairs, 
as per the recommendation of the chairman GPRN/
NSCN ‘union territory-1’ has discharged Tohika Swu, 
Khapur under UT-1 from the active national service 
with immediate effect on health ground. The GPRN/
NSCN has conveyed best wishes on his future en-
deavour and prayed for his early recovery. This was 
informed by the secretary to GPRN MIP, R Sangtam.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
Rakshit Tandon, who is 
popularly known as ‘cyber 
security evangelist,’ ad-
vised students to be care-
ful about online chatting, 
posting and forwarding of 
photos and feeds in social 
media.

Tandon spoke on the 
advantages and proper us-
age of internet, safe surf-
ing and online gaming, cy-
ber hygiene, netiquettes, 
implications of flouting 
cyber laws. He said crimes 
according to cyber laws 
included creating fake ac-
count, cyber bullying and 
online sexual abuses.

While relating his per-
sonal experiences with 
young people confronting 
with cyber crime across 
the country, Tandon cau-
tioned the parents against 
providing mobile phones 
to children below 13 years. 

Rakshit Tandon is an 
ethical hacker, microsoft 
certified professional, 
computer forensic ex-
pert, advisor, trainer, 
member and consultant 
of various police acad-
emy and state police 
forces of India.

Keeping in mind the 
threat of social media and 
cyber for children in dig-
ital world which has be-
come a reality, the parents, 
teachers, and students of 
Pilgrim Higher Second-
ary School at Kuda B in 
Dimapur, were sensitised 
on the benefit and harm-
ful effect of social media, 
an update from the school 
stated.

The programme was 
jointly organised by the 
Pilgrim Higher Secondary 
School and the Harper 
Collins Publication on 
Aug. 22

3D Lipo treatment for fat removal 
launched in Dimapur

Alobo Naga share in a photograph with therapists of Clinical Spa, Family Health Clinic, after the launch of 3D Lipo 
treatment services on Aug. 22 in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
In what could be termed 
as good news for obese 
people, especially those 
who want to slim down on 
their midsection, the Clin-
ical Spa of Family Health 
Clinic launched 3D Lipo 
treatment on Wednesday 
in Dimapur which was 
formally inaugurated by 
renowned artiste and mu-
sician Alobo Naga as the 
chief guest. 

In a press note, the 
proprietor of the clinic, Dr. 
Kahuka Sema, said that 
Lipo is a procedure that 
helps to get rid of fat in 
the body and 3D Lipomed 
is a powerful and revolu-
tionary new approach to 
liposuction which does 
not involve surgery. 

“3D Lipomed reduces 
body fat by destroying fat 
cells instead of merely 
breaking them up and 
releasing them into the 
body,” stated Dr. Sema 
while adding that 3D Lipo 
is specified for ‘fat remov-
al, skin tightening and 
cellulite reduction’. 

 “3D-lipo has achieved 
awards for Best Treat-

ment, Best British Based 
Manufacturer, and Best 
Equipment Supplier in 
the Prestigious Aesthetic 
Awards, as well as is being 
actively endorsed by nu-
merous celebrities, doc-
tors and surgeons,” stated 
Dr. Sema.  He added that 
3D-lipo is now available 
in over 600 clinics in the 
UK as well as having a vast 
network of distributors 

in countries such as Pa-
kistan, Dubai, Germany, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
many more.

Giving a brief high-
light about the treatment 
procedure, Dr. Kahuka 
Sema said that the treat-
ment requires several 
weekly settings for up 
to 2-3 months and that 
results are seen after one 
months; however, the 

best results are seen after 
two months.

He also said that the 
‘minimum circumferen-
tial reductions from few 
centimetres to few inches 
are seen’ and no medica-
tion are required by sug-
gested as a healthy life-
style for best results. The 
treatment packages starts 
from INR 6000 excluding 
‘consumables’, he said.  
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NRMSATA 2016 seeks clarification 
on office memorandum

Live Laparoscopic Surgical and Gynaecological 
Workshop cum CME underway at Mokokchung 

Chumoükedima 
GBs support 
improvement of 
NH 29

New Reserve youths 
organise literary day 

Identification camp for PwDs

Marso Enterprises opens outlet in Dimapur

Nagaland BJP delegation lands in 
Kerala, offers financial assistance 

ANHTU Peren appeals to release salary

STATE

EM Images
Dr. Tathagat Chakraborty seen snipping the ribbon as a part of the inaugural ceremony.

EM Images

Dr Kezevituo Keditsu, President IMA, Nagaland Chapter delivering his welcome address during the 
inaugural programme of live Laparoscopic Surgical and Gynaecological Workshop cum CME at IMDH, 
Mokokchung on Aug. 22. 

Nagaland BJP delegation led by Dy. CM Y. Patton along with BJP legislators, Minister V. Kashiho Sangtam 
and Advisor law and justice Dr. Longriniken with Kerala BJP Officials on Aug. 22 at Thiruvananthapuram.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
Nagaland education de-
partment is in the news 
again, and this time too, 
for the wrong reasons. The 
Nagaland RMSA Teachers 
Association 2016 batch 
(or NRMSATA 2016) on 
Wed. accused the state 
government of ‘betrayal’ 
in connection with an of-
fice memorandum (OM) 
regarding deduction in 
their salary and sought 
immediate revocation of 
the office memo dated 
the 17th of August which 
directed the teachers to 
sign a bond and accept a 
reduced salary. 

A press release issued 
by the NRMSATA 2016 
President, Sao Venuh 
and General Secretary, 
Haisoliabe Ndang, while 
narrating the whole se-
quence of event, stated 
that a tripartite consulta-
tive meeting was called 
by the principal secretary, 
school education com-
prising of NRMSATA ex-
ecutives, RMSA officials 
and the government of 
Nagaland represented by 
the principal secretary on 

Aug. 20. 
 It stated that, in the 

meeting, the principal sec-
retary and the mission 
director of RMSA main-
tained that the controver-
sial office memorandum 
notifying the reduction 
of “RMSA Teachers salary 
of 6315/- basing on the 
Directive from the MHRD 
following the merger of 
SSA and RMSA” into Sa-
magra Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) was “unofficial” and 
assured the association 
that “their best efforts 
would be given to ensure 
that the teachers’ salary is 
not reduced.  

“However, the very 
next day i.e. 21st August 
2018, contrary to their 
statement, RMSA Teach-
ers from different districts 
were served the OM which 
was dated the 17th of Au-
gust and were asked to 
personally go to their re-
spective DEOs and sign 
the bond agreement for 
accepting the reduced sal-
ary with the threat that 
their services will be ter-
minated if not accepted 
within a month’s time,” the 

release stated. 
Strongly condemning, 

what it termed as, “such 
betrayal policy by the 
government, the release 
sought clarification from 
the government “on their 
statement through press 
media” and also sought 
immediate revocation of 
the office memorandum. 

Also while reaffirming 
its earlier stand on the 
‘inhumane office memo-
randum’, the association 
asserted that it will never 
accept the reduced sal-
ary at any point time and 
warned all its members 
to refrain from signing the 
bond agreement and said 
that the members who 
sign it would be doing so 
at their own risk.  

Besides, questioning 
why the office memoran-
dum was served only to 
RMSA 2016 batch if it is 
based on the merger pol-
icy into Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan, the association 
pointed out that according 
to the Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan Draft Document, 
‘it is clearly mentioned 
that the salary structure 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 22 (EMN): Live Lapar-
oscopic Surgical and Gynaecological 
Workshop cum CME organized by Indian 
Medical Association (IMA), Nagaland 
Chapter in collaboration with ABAM got 
underway at Dr. Imkongliba District Me-
morial Hospital (IMDH), Mokokchung on 
Wednesday evening.

The President of IMA, Nagaland 
Chapter Dr. Kezevituo Keditsu, in his wel-
come address, highlighted that IMA has 
more than three lakhs MBBS doctors as 
members. He added that the object of the 
workshop is to render help to the people 
of Mokokchung who needs medical help 
and also to popularize laparoscopy. 

The president, while expressing ap-
prehension about the National Medical 
Commission (NMC) Bill proposed by the 
Centre, said that it was against the inter-
ests of the medical profession and would 
cause injustice to the public.

Therefore, he made a clarion to the 
member of Indian Medical Association 

(IMA), Nagaland Chapter to be vigilant 
about the bill which would reduce regu-
latory mechanism to ‘a puppetry’ with its 
strings attached to the government. 

Later, Dr. Temsula Alinger, Surgeon 
CIHSR Dimapur spoke on the topic 
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy,  Dr. 
Kezevituo Keditsu, Gynaecologist from 
Putuonuo Nursing Home,  Kohima on 
topic Laparoscopic hysterectomy and 
Dr. Victo A Wotsa, Gynaecologist, NIKOS 
Hospital and Research Centre, Dimapur 
on topic  Guideline of safe Laparoscopy 
and prevention of complication.

Three-day workshop will include ex-
clusive live surgery workshop, guidelines 
for safe laparoscopic surgery, Gynaeco-
logical and General Surgical laparoscopic 
surgeries, prevention and management 
of Laparoscopic complication.

On Aug. 23-24, live laparoscopic sur-
geries will be run concurrently in IMDH 
and Impur Christian Hospital, Mokokc-
hung by medical specialists from reputed 
hospitals in the state.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
Chumoükedima Area 
GBs’ Union (CAGBU) 
has expressed delight to 
note that the work for im-
provement of NH 29 from 
New Field Check Gate to 
Chathe bridge had com-
menced. It stated that this 
improvement work on the 
said portion of the road is 
much needed step for the 
welfare of the public.

Construction of two 
lane from Newfield Check 
Gate to Zion Hospital 
Junction and four lane 
from Zion Hospital Junc-
tion via Purana Bazaar 
to Chumukedima are in-
dispensable for devel-
opment of the area and 
needs to be taken up on 
priority basis, the union 
general secretary, Atso 
Gwizan, and the presi-
dent, Tokishe Achumi, 
stated in a press release.

While assuring full 
support to the initiative, 
the union appealed all 
the citizens to cooper-
ate with the government 
in the project to ensure 
timely completion of the 
work as the project is for 
the welfare of all the peo-
ple. 

The union also made 
an earnest request to 
all the village councils 
along the NH 29 to assist 
in the project so that the 
works is executed unhin-
dered. 

It further appealed the 
government to execute 
the project earnestly so 
that the project is com-
pleted on time and with 
quality workmanship. 

Dimapur, Aug 22 (EMN): The New 
Reserve Youth Organization (NRYO), 
Kohima organised literary day at New 
Reserve Police Drill Shed on Aug. 22 
with the Sr. SP of Kohima, Vekhosa 
Chakhesang as a special guest. 

An update received the origina-
tion informed that the literary day 
was held on the theme ‘For a better 
tomorrow’. 

Speaking at the opening ceremo-
ny, Vekhosa Chakhesang exhorted 
the youths to lead an exemplary and 
dignified life. He further encouraged 
the youths to approach the elders 
for advices and grab the opportunity 
at their disposal and seek their wise 
counsel. 

Essay writing, debate, spell bee, 
extempore, mascot making, story-tell-
ing, quiz and painting competition for 
different categories were conducted.

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): The 
managing director of the Care 
and Support Society, Mokok-
chung has informed that the 
National Institute for Locomo-
tors Disabilities (DIVYANGJAN), 
department of Empowerment 
of PwDs, Ministry of Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment, Govt. 
of India, in collaboration with 
the Care and Support Society, 
Mokokchung will be organising 
an ‘identification camp for PwDs’ 
at Mangkolemba town for Man-
gkolemba block on September 
5 at Town Hall and at Mokokc-
hung town on September 6 at 
Imkongliba Memorial District 
Hospital (IMDH). 

The time has been scheduled 
from 9 am onwards for both the 
venues.A press release issued by 
the Care and Support Society in-

formed the beneficiaries to report 
with two copies of photographs, 
photocopy of residential proof 
(voter ID card/ration card/aad-
har card), disabilities certificate, 
and family income certificate 
from competent authority (MP/
ML A/DM/ADM/SDO/BDO/
Counsellor/Gram Pradhan- in 
original or photocopy of MGN-
REGA card/disabilities pension 
card)

Aids and appliance for the 
PwDs like blind stick, hearing 
aids, wheel chairs, artificial limb, 
tricycle (hand use), walking stick, 
and crutch will be provided one 
month after the camp.  

For further information one 
may contact CBR coordinators 
Imchawati Kichu and Arenlila at 
8731927025, the release further 
stated.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 22: Marso 
Enterprises, an outlet for 
Oriens Global Marketing 
Pvt. Ltd., was inaugurated 
at K&K Complex, next to 
TVS bike showroom at 

Purana Bazaar in Dimapur 
on Wednesday.

The outlet sells varie-
ties of food supplements, 
cosmetics, and house-
hold products based on 
Ayurveda, Siddha, and 

Yunani research sourced 
from Chennai.

The proprietor of the 
enterprises, Imkongy-
anger Longkumer, while 
interacting with Eastern 
Mirror said that people 

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): Peren unit of the All Naga-
land Hindi Teachers’ Union (ANHTU) has questioned 
the District Education Officer (DEO), Peren, for the 
delay in releasing the salary whereas the government 
had sanctioned the amount for March and April on 
June 16.

In a press release, the unit president Rangwam 
Zeliang stated that the union officials had met the 
concerned DEO/ SDEO on the issue and also put up 
an appeal letter to both establishments stating that 
the salary should be release on time as sanctioned. 
The union also requested the concerned authority to 
take the matter seriously.

While alleging that the government had sanc-
tioned the same for March - April on June 16, the 
union stated that the DEO had not release the salary 
of Hindi teachers till date. It, therefore, questioned 
the DEO for the delay in releasing salary of the Hindi 
teachers. The union also remind the SDEO/DEO to re-
lease the salary of Hindi teachers on time in the future.

Adding that other teachers of the same district un-
der SDEO have received their salary, it stated salary of 
Hindi teachers under DEO, Peren, is yet to be released.

will be determined by the 
state norms for salaries 
and all teachers are ulti-
mately and responsibility 
of the state. 

Therefore, the asso-
ciation asserted that all 
teachers recruited through 

the same mode of ap-
pointment i.e. through 
‘free and fair’ competi-
tive exam should be given 
equal treatment regardless 
of the year of appointment 
or erstwhile scheme,” the 
release stated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): Extending soli-
darity with the affected people of Kerala 
who are going through their worst flood 
situation in the last 100 years, a state BJP 
delegation led by Nagaland Dy. Chief 
Minister, Y. Patton accompanied by two 
state BJP legislators landed at  Thiru-
vananthapuram, Kerala on Aug. 22 and 
offered condolences to the affected fami-
lies and also financial assistance towards 
the flood relief. 

A press release issued by the media 
cell BJP Nagaland informed that Patton, 
on arrival at Kerala, visited the BJP Kerala 
party state office and met with the party 
officials. Patton was accompanied by 
Nagaland BJP legislators -- V. Kashiho 
Sangtam, Minister for Soil and Water 
conservation , Woman and child devel-
opment; and Dr Longriniken, Advisor 

for Law and Justice, Border Affairs, and 
Treasuries and Accounts. 

The release stated that the state BJP 
delegation was warmly received by the 
BJP Kerala added that the delegation 
would be officially meeting their counter-
parts on Thur. Aug. 23.  The release stated 
that Patton, speaking on behalf of the gov-
ernment of Nagaland and also on behalf 
of the BJP Nagaland, expressed his deep-
est condolences to the families of those 
who lost their lives in the catastrophe. 

The Nagaland BJP delegation also met 
with the Kerela Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan on Wed. evening. 

“The BJP delegation from Nagaland 
was warmly received by the BJP Kerala 
and the delegation will be officially meet-
ing their  counter parts tomorrow (Aug. 
23),” the BJP Nagaland media cell stated. 

opt for products treated 
with natural medicinal 
system of medicines such 
as ayurveda. “There have 
been my testimonies of 
people that have been 
cured from several illness-
es by opting for ayurvedic 
based products,” he as-
sured, while adding that 
the outlet will help more 
people to live a healthy 
life in the future.

Oriens is a research 
based Nutraceut ical 
Company with a blend 
of skill set and resources, 
fostering growth in to-
day’s rapidly evolving 
health and wealth envi-
ronment.

Longkumer narrated 
that Oriens is a global net-
working company and 
said that it will soon spread 
its outlets in London and 
Bangladesh. 

Earlier, the outlet was 
inaugurated by Master of 
Doctor, Russia, Dr. Tath-
agat Chakraborty.
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M’laya election office ropes in runners 
for carrying poll related messages today

MU communities to 
temporarily suspend strike

Brus cancel protest rally

Eid-Ul-Zuha celebrated in Manipur

Climate Change:  Lack of action may 
impact NE’s maize production 

KAMSFC organises academy meet in Diphu

Vajpayeee’s ashes brought to Assam

Eid celebrated across Tripura

Shillong, Aug. 22 (PTI): 
The Election office has en-
gaged runners for tomor-
row’s bypoll in Ranikor 
assembly seat for carrying 
messages to and fro from 
booths located in far-flung 
areas in view of bad road 
connectivity and unreli-
able mobile networks, of-
ficials said today.

Ranikor assembly con-
stituency in South West 
Khasi hills, close to the 
Indo-Bangladesh border, 
will go to by-election to-
morrow along with South-
Tura seat in West Garo 
Hills district from where 
Chief Minister Conrad K 
Sangma is in the fray.

At least 10 runners 

from villages within the 
Ranikor constituency, 
known to produce many 
long distance runners in-
cluding former marathon 
national champion Bin-
ning Lyngkhoi, have been 
roped in to carry messages 
to and from the office of 
the district election of-
fice and far flung polling 
stations, chief electoral 
officer F R Kharkongor 
told PTI.

He  s a i d  t h e  r u n -
ners have been engaged 
to make four trips first 
around 9 am from the re-
mote polling stations and 
to report to the election 
officer on whether the 
polling has begun or not 

or whether there was any 
emergency situations.

The second around 
at about 11 am, the run-
ners will report to the con-
cerned officer on the poll-
ing trends and turnouts 
while the third and the 
last will be at around 1 
pm and 4 pm respectively, 
Kharkongor said.

South West Khasi Hills 
district deputy commis-
sioner Isawanda Laloo, 
who is also the district 
election officer, reasoned 
that the deployment of 
runners has been made as 
a contingency plan.

She said the road con-
nectivity to some of the 
polling stations have been 

washed off due to heavy 
rainfall during the mon-
soon and that the mobile 
connectivity is equally 
bad.

She also said that some 
of these polling stations 
are located at over 20 km 
away from the district 
headquarters and one will 
take at least 3 hours to 
reach on foot.

Mawkyrwat and its ad-
joining areas are known to 
produce some of the most 
talented runners. Some 
of the runners from these 
villages are registered with 
RunMeghalaya, an organi-
sation that promotes their 
raw talent.

Meghalaya officials 

expressed satisfaction 
that the engagement of 
runners on official duties 
such as the election duty 
will further promote the 
cause.

Brenning Lyngkhoi, 
a native of Mawkyrwat 
himself and now running 
for the Army, expressed 
happiness that the state 
government has given his 
young friends opportunity 
to run.

He  t o l d  P T I  I  a m 
happy that runners from 
Mawkyrwat gets the op-
portunity. I hope they get 
the attention of concerned 
authorities and I hope that 
someday they will do the 
nation proud.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 22 (EMN): The 
Manipur University com-
munity has announced to 
temporarily suspend its 
shutdown strike which has 
paralysed the functioning 
of university and the col-
leges affiliated with it since 
May 30 after the ministry of 
human resource develop-
ment (HRD) approved the 
Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MoA) signed among 
the community, the HRD 
and the state.

President M Dayaman 
of Manipur University 
Students Union (MUSU) 
made an announcement 
in this regard during a press 
conference at the univer-
sity campus at Canchipur, 
7 km south of Imphal.

The said MoA was 
signed on Aug. 16 at the 
end of the three-day meet-
ing which was attended 
by representatives of the 
MUSU, the Manipur Uni-
versity Staffs’ Association 
(MUSA) and the Manipur 
University Teachers’ As-
sociation (MUTA) on one 
side and GC Hosur, joint 
secretary, HRD, on the 
other, in the presence of 
Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh, among 
others. As per the MoA, 
the three-member Fact 
Finding Committee will 
be reconstituted as an ‘In-
dependent Two Member 
Enquiry Committee’, led 
by former acting chief jus-
tice, High Court of Meg-
halaya, T Nandakumar 

Singh. 
The other members 

of the enquiry committee 
include former vice chan-
cellor of Tezpur University 
MK Choudhary. 

It also agreed that Pan-
dey will be on leave during 
the period of inquiry and 
until follow up action is 
taken, preferably within a 
period of 15 days.

It may be recalled that 
MUSU had launched an 
indefinite shutdown on 
May 30, demanding the 
ouster of vice-chancellor 
Adya Prasad Pandey, ac-
cusing him of financial 
and administrative irregu-
larities, which the latter has 
denied. Later MUTA and 
MUSA extended support 
to the strike.

Aizawl, Aug. 22 (PTI): Bru people lodged in 
relief camps in Tripura today cancelled their 
proposed protest rally in Mizoram’s Mamit 
district as the administration did not give them 
permission to hold the rally, police said.

The inmates of the relief camps in North 
Tripura district, under the aegis of a newly-
formed Mizoram Bru Displaced People’s Co-
ordination Committee (MBDPCC) had asked 
for permission for holding a rally between 
Kanhmun an Zawlnuam villages, but the per-
mission was not given by the Mamit district 
administration, police said.

The agreement stipulated that Rs four lakh 
for each repatriated Bru family would be de-
posited in the bank account of the head of the 
family which would mature after three years 
and payment of INR 1.5 lakh as housing as-
sistance. Each repatriated Bru family would be 
given INR 5,000 through Direct Benefit Trans-
fer every month and a free ration for two years.

Thousands of Brus are lodged in the 
Tripura relief camps since late 1997 in the 
wake of a communal tension triggered by the 
brutal murder of Lalzawmliana, a forest guard 
inside the Dampa Tiger Reserve on October 21, 
1997 by Bru National Liberation Front (BNLF) 
militants.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 22 (EMN): Cli-
mate change and lack of miti-
gation strategies is likely to 
give a great impact on maize 
production in the North East 
region considering its geo-
graphical location, according 
to experts.

Being the 3rd important 
cereal crop in the world next 
to rice and wheat, it is culti-
vated by hill farmers of the 
North Eastern region both as 
kharif and rabi crops. Despite 
the high demand for Maize as 
it is consumed by the humans 
and live stocks, the productiv-
ity of the crop in north east 
is reported to be very low as 
compared to the national 
average (2.5 metric tonnes 
per hectare).

According to a scientific 
paper “Climate change in 

North East and its likely im-
pact on maize production” 
by S Hazarika of Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) for NEH Region Umi-
am, Meghalaya, maize pro-
duction of Northeast is largely 
dependent on the monsoonal 
rainfall as the region falls 
under high rainfall zone and 
is characterised by having 
difficult terrain, wide range of 
slopes and elevations, varied 
land tenure system, ethnic 
diversity, diverse food habit, 
and cultural practices.

In his paper which was 
presented in a seminar here 
last month, S Hararika said 
that the shift in the climatic 
scenario and lack of mitiga-
tion strategies with the farm-
ers makes the challenges in 
agriculture further complex. 
“Since 80 percent of the crop 

area is under rain fed, future 
climate change and variabil-
ity will potentially impact ag-
ricultural production pattern 
in the region,” he added.

Climate change and vul-
nerability profiles for North-
east India show that in Tripu-
ra, Mizoram, Manipur, parts 
of Meghalaya, and Nagaland, 
the flood magnitude is likely 
to increase by about 25 per 
cent in the future compared 
to the present. Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Sikkim, and 
parts of Meghalaya are likely 
to experience floods of lower 
magnitude in future. 

A normal maize crop re-
quire 700 mm rain to com-
plete the life cycle with good 
production and increase in 
water beyond 700 mm and 
lower than that reduces the 
crop growth and yield.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug. 22 (EMN): Sports culture 
should be promoted among the upcom-
ing youths so talented sports persons 
from the district gets a place to play in 
state and national levels in various sports 
competitions. Chief Executive Member 
(CEM), Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC), Tuliram Ronghang said 
in an academy meet of Karbi Anglong 
Morning Star FC (KAMSFC) held at the 
club office in Diphu on Wed. Aug. 22 with 
a resolution to produce at least one qual-
ity player from every academy.

Ronghang who is a sports lover him-
self said through KAMSFC, football can 
be developed in Karbi Anglong. KAMSFC 
is the club for the people of Karbi An-
glong and everyone should support the 
club. CEM also suggested that the acad-
emies of KAMSFC can be introduced in 
remote areas to promote football. He 
said sports should be developed in a 
professional way so that talented sports 
persons among the youths get proper 
platform.

CEM further stated that in four areas 
like protection of border land, culture, 
literature, and games and sports should 
not be separated from politics as they are 
separate entity.

Earlier, administrative as well as ad-
viser, KAMSFC, Mizi Kro informed coach 
and managers of different academies for 
development of ‘on the field as well as off 
the field’.

The KAMSFC should be playing pro-
fessional football if it wants to compete 
in higher levels and for that it is de-
manded from each academy to produce 
at least one quality player. “If there are 

more quality players then only we can 
compete in various state and national 
level football competitions. Also our 
players can get chance to play in big 
clubs,” Kro said. All technical supports 
including honorarium to coaches and 
game materials will be provided by the 
club to the academies, provided quality 
players should come out, Kro asked the 
coaches. 

Kro also informed that there are 720 
children (students) already enrolled in the 
28 academies.

During the interactive session, coach-
es and managers from different acad-
emies shared their problems, needs, 
and difficulties. The coaches have told 
KAMSFC that in each academy there are 
more than 50 children, but no sufficient 
football for them. 

It is also found that in villages there are 
talented children who can play well, but 
as their parents are poor, the child cannot 
afford to have a pair of boots, the manag-
ers and coach said. Playground is another 
problem as many academies are lacking 
proper field to coach children. Workshop 
for coaches should be conducted from 
time to time; it was demanded from the 
academies.

Honourary general secretary Bikram 
Teron said game materials like football, 
bibs, nets, and cones will be provided by 
the club, but the academies themselves 
should also find ways to manage other 
things by their own. 

The club’s vision is to produce good 
quality players so that in the coming 
days players from the district can also 
play in Indian Super League and in other 
big clubs.

Guwahati, Aug. 22 (IANS): 
The Assam unit of the BJP 
brought the urns contain-
ing ashes of former Prime 
Minister late Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee from New Delhi 
to Assam on Wednesday 
and placed them at the 
party headquarters at 
Hengrabari in Guwahati 
to enable people to pay 
their tributes.

President of the As-
sam unit of the BJP, Ranjit 
Kumar Dass, received the 
urns from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Un-

ion Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Wednes-
day morning at the BJP 
headquarters in New 
Delhi and brought those 
to Assam.

Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal received 
the urns at Lokapriya 
Gopinath Bordoloi In-
ternational Airport near 
Guwahati from the party 
president and the urns 
were brought to the BJP 
headquarters here in a 
huge procession.

“We have received 

four urns of ashes from 
the party headquarters 
in New Delhi to enable 
thousands of party lead-
ers, workers and common 
people to pay their last 
respect to the departed 
leader,” said Ranjit Kumar 
Dass.

He said that while one 
of the urns will be taken to 
the Barak Valley for paying 
respect and immersion 
in Barak river, one of the 
urns will also be taken to 
western Assam districts, 
said Dass.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
Muslim community in 
Manipur on Wednesday 
celebrated Eid-Ul-Zuha. 
Prayers were held at the 
mosques across the state. 
Manipur Governor Najma 
Heptulla, Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh and many 
others have extended their 
greetings to the people 
of Manipur, specially the 
Muslim brethren on the 
auspicious occasion of 
Eid-Ul-Zuha.

In her greeting to the 
people, Governor Heptulla 
said that Eid-Ul-Zuha is 
one of the most important 
festivals of the Muslims 
and is celebrated with 
dedication and enthusi-
asm throughout the world. 
She conveyed that the fes-
tival commemorates the 
willingness of prophet 
Ibrahim to sacrifice his 

beloved son Ismail as an 
act of obedience towards 
God.”Let us forget our dif-
ferences and usher in an 
era of peace and harmony 
in Manipur,” said Najma.

The festival signifies 
the spirit of sacrifice rising 
above the narrow barriers 
of one’s ego and self-inter-
est for the larger good of 
all, she added. The festival 
also promotes tolerance, 
harmony and goodwill 
amongst different com-
munities.

Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh and Deputy 
Chief Minister Y Joykumar 
also separately greeted 
the people on the occa-
sion with the message to 
spread love, harmony, 
brotherhood, and peace-
ful coexistence.

In his message Biren 
wished for unity for all the 
people in a spirit of com-

mon brotherhood to serve 
the cause of humanity for 
a more peaceful and pros-
perous Manipur.

Assembly Speaker 
Yumnam Khemchand also 
wished the people on the 
occasion of Eid-Ul-Zuha, 
also called “festival of sac-
rifice” and extended his 
best wishes.

Works Minister Th 
Biswajit Singh also greeted 
the Muslim brethren and 
prayed for the dawn of 
harmony, prosperity and 
everlasting peace in the 
state.

Forest and environ-
ment minister Thounao-
jam Shyamkumar also 
extended his wishes and 
greetings to the people of 
the state on the occasion. 
Many organisations also 
conveyed their wishes to 
the Muslim brothers and 
sisters on the occasion.

A g a r t a l a / So n a m u ra , 
Aug. 22 (PTI): Eid ul-Ad-
ha was celebrated across 
Tripura today in an at-
mosphere of communal 
harmony, officials said 
today.

People from the Mus-
lim community participat-
ed in the morning prayer 
in different mosques of 
the state including the ac-
claimed Gedumia Masjid, 
state Wakf Board president 
Baharul Islam Majumder 
said.

“Many cattle and cow 
markets were organized 
at Sonamura before the 
Eid and the BJP workers 
set up camps there and 
distributed cold water to 
the buyers and sellers in 
the scorching heat, Ma-
jumder, who is also the 

state committee member 
of BJP said.

Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb extended his 
best wishes to the people 
in the state on the occa-
sion.

Eid ul-Adha is also 
known as the festival of 
sacrifice or Bakrid and Eid 
ul-Azha.

Jailer of the district jail 
at Kailashahar in Unakoti 
district, Prasenjit Das said 
the prisoners in his jail also 
performed namaz in the 
morning.

According to the 2011 
census, Tripura has 8.6 
per cent Muslims most of 
whom are in Sonamura 
subdivision of Sipahijala 
district and Kailashahar 
subdivision of Unakoti 
district.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1917SUD0KU 1757
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Scottish for “Possess”
 4. Beginning military rank
 7. Card games
 12. Airborne (abbrev.)
 13. A people of Nigeria
 14. Cognizant
 15. Software engineers
 17. Wrap
 18. Flowering tree
 19. A pituitary hormone
 21. Not divisible by two
 22. Breezy
 24. Rodent
 25. 1 1 1 1 1
 26. Prefix indicating “Before”
 27. Activate
 29. Ductless gland
 31. More unhappy
 35. Deleted
 37. International Astronomy Union
 38. Geological vein angle
 41. ___ Angeles
 42. Carry bag
 43. Black tropical American cuckoo
 44. Sound unit
 45. Golf score
 46. Italian lawn game
 48. Staking
 52. Type genus of the Elopidae
 53. Spy agency
 54. Japanese fish
 55. Tie once more
 56. Just south of due east
 57. The outward flow of the 

tide 
 
 DOWN
 1. Expresses derision
 2. A fabric woven from goat and 

camel hair
 3. Demands a repeat
 4. Look furtively
 5. Longest serving president

 6. Appear with
 7. A band of material over 

the shoulder
 8. Niger-Congo language
 9. Moses’ elder brother 

(Bible)
 10. The practice of a 

practical occupation
 11. Causes to be delivered
 16. K
 20. Conditions of balance
 22. Disposed or inclined
 23. Wrath

 24. Merchandising
 25. Oxford English
        Dictionary
 27. Atmospheric gases
 28. Small amount
 30. Drive
 32. Igneous rock
 33. Take in solid food
 34. Regret 
 36. Moral or emotional 

strength
 38. _____ Dashery
 39. American chameleon

 40. Flowering plant
 42. Scottish for “To”
 44. A dry cold north wind in 

SE France
 45. Pesetas
 47. An index of the cost of 

all goods and services to 
a typical consumer

 49. Horny projecting jaws 
of a bird

 50. Take hold of
 51. Hold machine parts 

together
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INS Vikramaditya to be have marine hydraulic systems

US to step up pressure on Russia with more sanctions

Xiaomi 
revenue 
soars 
68% in 
Q2 2018

Book on business growth hacks 
launched, targets startups

India to now ‘make for the world,’ watch Samsung this Diwali — CEO DJ Koh

Invest kerosene subsidy savings in solar lighting — Study

New Delhi, Aug. 22 (IANS):  INS 
Vikramaditya, Indias only aircraft 
carrier, is going to be fitted with 
marine hydraulic system for the 
first time as part of its upgrade that 
will give an edge to the air-capable 
wing of the ship.

The systems would be fitted by 
Russia’s Rostec State Corporation 
through its subsidiary, Technodi-
namika. 

While the preparation for as-
sembling is now being conducted, 
assembling will start in October 
this year and complete by May 
2019, Technodinamika CEO Igor 
Nasenkov said in an interaction 
with IANS.

The GS-1MF and GS-3 marine 

hydraulic systems are used for re-
fuelling, cleaning and pressuriza-
tion of hydraulic systems of air-
craft and helicopters which form 
part of the air-capable wing of INS 
Vikramaditya.

GS-1MF hydraulic system are 
used for helicopters while GS-3 are 
used for aircraft. The upgradation 
would take place in India only and 
would include installation super-
vision, commissioning and sea tri-
als of the ship.

“Installation supervision of 
marine hydraulic systems at Vikra-
maditya is an important step in the 
upgrade of what is currently the 
most powerful aircraft carrier of 
the Indian Navy,” Nasenkov said.

“The Vikramaditya project is 
extremely promising taking into 
account the long-term develop-
ment programme of the Indian 
aircraft fleet, under which by 2027 
it will acquire two more ships,” he 
said.

Technodinamika specializes in 
development, manufacture and 
after-sale servicing for systems 
and equipment for civil and mili-
tary airplanes and helicopters.

“This project is another step 
towards the development of mil-
itary-technical cooperation be-
tween India and Russia,” he said 
while refusing to divulge details 
about the costs involved in the up-
grade.

Washington, Aug. 22 (IANS):  US 
Under Secretary of Treasury Sigal 
Mandelker has said Washington 
will impose “much more eco-
nomic pain” to Russia if it does 
not change its global behaviours 
significantly.

Speaking on Tuesday before 
the US Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, Mandelker said that “though 
Russia’s malign activities con-
tinue, we believe its adventurism 
undoubtedly has been checked 
by the knowledge that we can 
bring much more economic pain 
to bear using our powerful range 
of authorities - and that we will 
not hesitate to do so if its conduct 
does not demonstrably and signif-
icantly change,” Xinhua reported.

“The significance of our ac-
tions and other financial meas-
ures must ultimately be measured 
in terms of their strategic im-
pacts,” she added. 

In a separate hearing, Assist-
ant Treasury Secretary Marshall 
Billingslea told the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations that 
“Treasury has made countering 
Russian aggression a top priority” 
and “will continue to do its part to 
impose costs in response to Rus-
sian malign activity, leveraging all 
of the tools and authorities that 
we have.”

Since January 2017, the Trump 
administration has sanctioned 
217 Russian-related individuals 

and entities for a broad range of 
conduct.

Earlier on Tuesday, the Treas-
ury announced to sanction sever-
al Russia-related individuals and 
entities over their involvement in 
actions against the US sanctions.

The US State Department said 
earlier this month that the coun-
try will impose new sanctions on 
Russia in two phases, and the first 
batch will take effect around Au-
gust 22.

However, Billingslea said in 
the hearing that considering the 
size of the Russian economy and 
its deep integration into the global 
economy and financial system, 
US “sanctions are not and cannot 
be the only tool on which we rely.”

He listed the engagement with 
foreign governments and private 
sector at home and abroad, and 
cooperation with international 
organizations and domestic and 
foreign media.

A. Wess Mitchell, assistant sec-
retary of state, also told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that 
“Russia has evolved beyond being 
simply an external or military one; 
it includes influence operations 
orchestrated by the Kremlin in the 
very heart of the Western world.”

He added that US Russia policy 
is based on the recognition that 
“to be effective, US diplomacy 
must be backed by military power 
that is second to none and fully in-
tegrated with our allies and all of 

our instruments of power.”
Mitchell noted that “even as 

we have imposed unprecedented 
penalties for Russian aggression, 
we have been clear that the door to 
dialogue is open” if Russia makes 
changes as Washington wants.

Russia and the US have been 
waging sanctions against each 
other as bilateral relations con-
tinue to worsen over recent years.

Moscow has repeatedly said 
that it reserves the right to take 
additional countermeasures 
against US diplomatic properties 
in Russia if Washington continues 
hostility.

US President Donald Trump 
indicated on Monday that he 
would consider lifting US sanc-
tions on Russia if Moscow took 
some actions in such areas as Syr-
ia or Ukraine.

Trump has been widely at-
tacked after his Helsinki meeting 
with Putin, due to his reconciliato-
ry remarks that many saw as a sign 
of siding with Moscow against the 
US intelligence community’s con-
clusion that Russia meddled in the 
2016 US elections.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov also said Monday that the 
upcoming US sanctions are “un-
friendly” and “illegal,” and will 
hurt broader international trade.

Nevertheless, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin remains ready 
to resolve the problems facing the 
two countries, he said.

IOC to invest over INR 37,000 cr. in TN
Chennai, Aug. 22 (IANS): 
Energy major Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) will be 
investing about Rs 7,112 
crore in infrastructure fa-
cilities in Tamil Nadu over 
the next three years, said a 
senior official.

At the IOC group level 
-- IOC and group com-
pany Chennai Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd -- will be 
investing about Rs 37,112 
crore in Tamil Nadu.

“The investments will 
be in pipeline expansion, 
construction of captive 
jetty, additional facili-
ties for petrol and diesel 

handling, POL (petro-
leum, oils and lubricants) 
terminals at an outlay of 
Rs,7,112 crore in the next 
three years,” R. Sitharthan, 
Executive Director - Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry, 
told IANS.

He said, group compa-
ny Chennai Petroleum will 
be expanding its refinery 
capacity at Narimanam to 
nine million ton per an-
num at an outlay of about 
Rs 30,000 crore.

These apart, the com-
pany will be investing in 
the city gas distribution 
network in Coimbatore 

and Salem where it has 
won the distribution bids 
recently, Sitharthan said.

Sitharthan said pipe-
lines are being laid down 
at various places to carry 
the gas from the Ennore 
LNG terminal to indus-
tries and also to carry carry 
other petroleum products.

On the other hand, 
IOC’s joint venture for the 
five million ton per an-
num (tpa) liquified natu-
ral gas (LNG) terminal at 
Ennore has an investment 
of Rs 5,151 crore and is ex-
pected to be ready by De-
cember this year.

Hong Kong, Aug. 22 
(IANS):  Driven by strong 
smartphones sales in 
pirce-sensitive markets 
such as India, Chinese 
handset maker Xiaomi 
Corp. on Wednesday re-
ported a revenue of ap-
proximately $6.6 billion, 
representing an increase 
of 68.3 per cent year-on-
year. The results for the 
quarter ending June 30 
marked the first set of 
quarterly earnings report 
for Xiaomi since its $4.7 
billion initial public offer-
ing in Hong Kong in July.

The group’s interna-
tional revenue grew 151.7 
per cent year-on-year, ac-
counting for 36.3 per cent 
of its total revenue, accord-
ing to unaudited consoli-
dated results for the com-
pany’s second quarter.

“Xiaomi will continue 
building on its unique 
and powerful ‘triathlon’ 
business model to further 
penetrate the high-end 
smartphone market, in-
troduce more IoT (Inter-
net of Things) products to 
international markets, and 
expand our range of Inter-
net services, laying strong 
foundations for our rev-
enue growth in the future 
ahead,” Xiaomi Founder, 
Chairman and CEO Lei Jun 
said in a statement. 

In the second quarter 
of 2018, Xiaomi’s smart-
phones segment recorded 
revenue of approximately 
$4.46 billion, represent-
ing year-on-year growth 
of 58.7 per cent, which 
was driven by an increase 
in both smartphone sales 
volume and the average 
selling price (ASP). 

New Delhi, Aug. 22 
(IANS): A book spelling 
out strategies to grow 
new businesses, “Master 
Growth Hacking”, was 
launched at the India 
Habitat Centre (IHC) here 
on Wednesday.

Written by investor 
Apurva Chamaria and 
digital marketer Gaurav 
Kakkar, the book (Pen-
guin/ Rs 599/ 307 pages) 
is a compilation of the 
growth case studies of 10 
startups and their trade 
secrets.

Chamaria, who is the 
Chief Revenue Officer 
of hospitality and travel 

technology solutions 
company RateGain, told 
IANS the book “tells you 
how to grow fast, without 
spending a lot of money”.

“The mantra is how 
you use analytics, crea-
tive marketing and dig-
ital engineering to drive 
growth,” he explained.

The book offers ad-
vice on the “dos, don’ts, 
whys and hows” of growth 
hacking, and the tools and 
techniques associated 
with it.

According to Chamar-
ia, the book has been 
written as a handy, inspi-
rational guidebook for an 

aspirational crowd, and 
paints it as a “combina-
tion of both stories of star-
tup founders and what 
someone new could do”.

In response to “what 
goes into making a pub-
lishing decision”, Pen-
guin Random House In-
dia Editor-in-Chief Milee 
Ashwarya replied that 
concept of the book and 
profile of the author are 
the key factors.

Chamaria has previ-
ously authored “You Are 
The Key”, which he said is 
about building a personal 
brand through social me-
dia.

BUSINESS

New Delhi, Aug. 22 (IANS): A 
part of kerosene subsidy sav-
ings in India could be invested 
in helping the vulnerable section 
of society access clean lighting 
through off-grid solar lighting 
technologies, a new study has 
suggested.

The study by leading think 
tanks International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) 
and The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) explored the 
business model for a ‘kerosene-
solar subsidy swap’.

It says a shift to solar lighting 
will reduce the need for ongoing 
expenditure on subsidies be-
cause any government support 
would help cover one-off capital 
costs, not consumption costs.

Their report released on 
Tuesday said since 2013-14 the 
central government has cumu-
latively saved Rs 26,470 crore 

by gradually reducing kerosene 
subsidy expenditure.

This makes sense fiscally 
and environmentally but leaves 
some households with high 
lighting costs.

Can a share of the savings be 
used to finance solar lighting for 
poor households? This could fast 
track access to clean lighting for 
households with no electricity 
or low-quality electricity supply, 
complementing the govern-
ment’s other drives towards uni-
versal electrification.

From an initial 200, the re-
port shortlists 15 pico solar PV 
products like solar lanterns, ba-
sic solar home systems that can 
provide an affordable, reliable 
and direct replacement for kero-
sene, approximately compara-
ble to the cost those households 
spend on subsidized kerosene to 
meet their lighting needs.

The report also reviews the 
suitability of Uttar Pradesh and 
Odisha to host a subsidy swap 
pilot study, assessing the real-
world impact of increased adop-
tion of solar energy and a reduc-
tion in kerosene consumption.

“A kerosene-solar subsidy 
swap is a zero-net cost policy 
that would fast track electricity 
access to some of the most vul-
nerable homes in India,” report 
co-author and IISD Associate 
Shruti Sharma said in a state-
ment.

“It will also help smoothly 
transfer responsibility from the 
central to state governments for 
financing affordable lighting.”

Kerosene is not an ideal fuel. 
Its fumes are a health hazard and 
kerosene subsidies are an expen-
sive way to help the poor.

Moreover, almost 51 per cent 
of subsidised kerosene is lost 

and marketed for other pur-
poses. Policy makers are aware 
of these problems, and the gov-
ernment has been winding down 
kerosene subsidy expenditure 
through increased prices, re-
duced allocation of subsidised 
fuel to states and by encouraging 
cities such as Chandigarh and 
New Delhi to voluntarily give it 
up.

“A kerosene-solar subsidy 
swap can effectively support 
prompt transitions to cleaner 
and more efficient options for 
lighting, but also has the poten-
tial to aid reliable power solu-
tions that go beyond lighting, 
such as mini-grids.

“A pilot to generate evidence 
on the structure and value of 
such a swap would be worth-
while,” report co-author and 
TERI Associate Fellow said Big-
sna Gill said.

NEWS ITEM
The Tsütuonuomia Khel, Kohima Village, will be organizing a ‘Social 

Work-cum-Get Together’ on the 25th of August, 2018. The Social Work 
will commence at 8:00AM onwards and thereafter the ‘Get-Together’ at 
Rüzie, T. Khel, Kohima Village, at 2:30 PM. Therefore, in this regard, 
all Khel members are requested to participate without fail. Furthermore, 
Tsütuonuomia Youth Organization (TYO) and Tsütuonuomia Students’ 
Union (TSU)at the behest of Tsütuonuomia Council informs its Khel 
members not to coincide any of its programme(s)on this very important 
day. In addition, any information or clarification pertaining to the said 
event can be reached at 8794239145 (Ruokuosietuo Whuorie, TYO 
Social & Cultural Secretary) and 9436434667 (Neizovolie Nigel Solo, 
TSU Social & Cultural Secretary). Sd/-

(Kevichütuo Solo) 
Info. & Publicity Secretary, TYO
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF POWER

 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER : PEREN ELECTRICAL DIVISION
PEREN : NAGALAND

No. PEL/G-1/ 2018-2019/71-74     // Dated, Peren, the 22nd August 2018.
PRESS RELEASE

This is to inform all the esteemed consumers of Peren district with much regret 
that the power supply to the district has been very erratic since 31st July 2018 due 
to massive landslides near Old Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) dumping site and 
power shutdown from time to time due to shifting and erection of 132 KV tower at the 
4-laning site, between Kohima and Dimapur. In-spite of the department’s best effort to 
restore stable power supply, owing to long 33 kv  sub-transmission line from 132/33 KV 
Receiving End Sub-Station (RESS) Kohima to Tening Town and difficult terrain, the 
power restoration during faulty period takes a longer time than usual, thereby affecting 
the stability of the system. However, the department is working to restore the original 
power supply source ie from 132/66/33 KV Extra High Voltage Sub-Station, Nagarjan 
Dimapur via Ganeshnagar as early as possible.

Therefore, the esteemed consumers under Peren district are requested to kindly bear 
with the Department for the inconvenience caused.
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(Er. N. MYINGTHUNGO NGULLIE) 
Executive Engineer (E), 

Electrical Division,
Peren: Nagaland.

Gurugram, Aug. 22 (IANS):  
Hellbent on preparing India 
to “make for the world”, DJ 
Koh, President and CEO of 
IT and Mobile Communi-
cations Division, Samsung 
Electronics, said here on 
Wednesday that the com-
pany is once again refresh-
ing its mid-price segment 
smartphones with flagship 
premium features for the up-
coming festive quarter.

According to Koh, the 
fourth quarter (October-
December) in India, which 
is a key market for the com-
pany, will see some exciting 
launches that will completely 
alter the course of the mid-
segment market -- a space 
that is currently flooded with 
Chinese variants.

“Since February this year, 
I have changed my strategy 
for the Indian market as the 
competition got tough and 
terrain harsh. We dominated 
in some areas while struggle 
in some during the course. 

“You will see devices 
coming from us in the mid-
segment space with flagship 
features and functionalities 
that will delight our custom-
ers in India,” Koh announced 

during a media round-table 
after unveiling Samsung Gal-
axy Note 9 here -- his first flag-
ship launch in the country.

Note 9 is being manufac-
tured at the world’s largest 
mobile factory by Samsung 
in Noida. “India is already 
making smartphones for the 
country. Now we are pushing 
India to make for the world,” 
Koh noted.

Samsung is currently mak-
ing 67 million smartphones in 
India. With the new 35-acre 
plant, it is expected to man-
ufacture nearly 120 million 
mobile phones.

Not just smartphones, 
Koh said the company is go-
ing to offer a wide range of 
smart devices for its evolving 
Indian fans.

“I am building a complete 
ecosystem of smart devices 
for the millennials in India. 
We are not concerned about 
the sales numbers but focus 
on creating a trust bond with 
our customers and partners 
in the country where we are 
the leader for years,” Koh em-
phasised.

Samsung dominated the 
premium smartphone seg-
ment in India in the first half 

of 2018 with almost half the 
market share, said a Cyber-
Media Research (CMR) report 
last week.

Samsung (48 per cent) was 
followed by Chinese smart-
phone player OnePlus, which 
grabbed the second spot with 
25 per cent share, and Apple 
with 22 per cent share. One in 
two premium smartphones 
shipped in the first half of 
2018 was a Samsung device.

“Unlike others, Samsung 
is a full-range player and of-
fers a complete range of de-
vices. We have more to offer 
across the segment than any 
other vendor. This momen-
tum will continue for the In-
dian market for the rest of the 
year,” said Asim Warsi, Senior 
Vice President, Mobile Busi-
ness, Samsung India.

Samsung made a come-
back to the top in the overall 
Indian smartphone market 
and surpassed Xiaomi with 
29 per cent share in the sec-
ond quarter of 2018, said 
a recent Counterpoint Re-
search report, adding that 
the refreshed Galaxy J series 
helped the South Korean gi-
ant achieve the leading posi-
tion.

“With the Note series, 
Samsung has managed to 
lock in a user base which are 
hooked onto the flagship ex-
perience revolving around S 
Pen, which acts a focal point. 
Additionally, Note 9 can help 
Samsung target enterprise us-
ers and it is a significant up-
grade over previous Note 8,” 
Tarun Pathak, Associate Di-
rector at Counterpoint, told 
IANS.

Samsung India sold over 
20 lakh units of Galaxy J8 and 
J6 mid-segment smartphones 
in India, attracting nearly 
50,000 consumers a day, the 
company said in July. Galaxy 
J6 was launched on May 22 
while Galaxy J8 was intro-
duced on July 1.

“Our philosophy of keep-
ing our ears to the ground 
and incorporating consumer 
feedback into our products 
paid off,” Warsi added.

According to Anshul 
Gupta, Research Director at 
Gartner, Galaxy Note 9 push-
es further Note series with 
some innovative features and 
enhancements. “This device 
will drive loyal Note users to 
upgrade and raise brand vis-
ibility,” Gupta told IANS.

Samsung Electronics IT & Mobile Communications Division President DJ Koh launches Samsung Galaxy Note 9 at an 
event, in Gurugram on Wednesday, Aug 22, 2018. 

PTI
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Respect 
Sentiments  

of Fellow  
Human Beings

T
he Supreme Court of India has asked the me-
dia – the print, electronic, and the social me-
dia – to not publish pictures of sexual abuse 
victims even in blurred and morphed formats 

in the wake of the alleged rape of over 30 girls at a shel-
ter ran by a state-funded NGO in Muzaffarpur, Bihar, 
which shook the country. It has also restricted the me-
dia from interviewing minor victims of sexual abuse to 
ensure that they don’t relive the trauma again. The di-
rective came a few months after the Delhi High Court 
slapped a fine of Rs 10 lakh each on 12 media houses 
in the country for disclosing the identity of the Kathua 
gang rape victim.

Well, the media shouldn’t publish photographs 
of people in their daily lives that could offend them, 
forget about the victims of rape and violence. It’s a 
basic journalism ethic, but some overzealous publi-
cation houses still cross the line failing to understand 
the pain and trauma their callous act may cause. The 
emergence of the internet and mobile phone tech-
nology has completely changed the way information 
is being disseminated to the public. It has enabled 
people to access news around the world in real time 
but it also has caused much chaos. Overwhelmed by 
the freedom of sharing content, many share pictures 
of gross violence, even dead bodies at accident sites, 
casually on social media like Facebook and WhatsApp. 
However, such irresponsible action can hurt the near 
and dear ones of the victims. Nobody would like to 
see their loved ones in such circumstances. The sen-
timents of fellow human beings should be respected. 
This is the virtue that the apex court wants the people 
to imbibe. It needs to be followed by both the main-
stream media and the public alike.

Those who do not abide by the order of the court 
shall face consequences: Revealing the identity of 
minor victims is punishable by a minimum of six 
month-imprisonment under Section 23 (Procedure 
for media) of the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act. Anyone who reveals the iden-
tity of a rape and sexual violence victim can be jailed 
for a minimum of two years under Section 228A of the 
Indian Penal Code.

Happiness is doing the right thing.

Often we hear that happiness comes from doing 
things our own way. That, however, is not true. 
That philosophy leads only to emptiness, anxi-

ety, and heartache.
Poet W. H. Auden observed people as they at-

tempted to find an escape in pleasures. He wrote of 
such people: “Lost in a haunted wood, / Children afraid 
of the night / Who have never been happy or good.”

The psalmist David sings of the remedy for our 
fears and unhappiness. “I sought the Lord, and he an-
swered me; he delivered me from all my fears” (Psalm 
34:4). Happiness is doing things God’s way, a fact that 
can be verified every day. “Those who look to him are 
radiant,” writes David (v. 5). Just try it and you’ll see. 
That’s what he means when he says, “Taste and see 
that the Lord is good” (v. 8).

We say, “Seeing is believing.” That’s how we know 
things in this world. Show me proof and I’ll believe it. 
God puts it the other way around. Believing is seeing. 
“Taste and then you will see.”

Take the Lord at His word. Do the very next thing 
He is asking you to do and you will see. He will give 
you grace to do the right thing and more: He will give 
you Himself—the only source of goodness—and with 
it, enduring happiness.

Lord, sometimes we must simply pray: “I believe. 
Help my unbelief.” Help us trust You by doing what 

You have given us to do today.

Augmenting Local Economy Through Indigenous Intervention

How Teachers Can Help Increase Physical Activity in Kids

T
he statement of the incumbent 
Rajya Sabha Member from Na-
galand hold water when he as-
sumptively ascribed high prev-

alence rate of cancer in the Northeast 
region to the unchecked inflow of fruits 
and fishes treated with toxic chemicals. 
Of the commonly applied chemicals 
detected, calcium carbide and forma-
lin had been identified as highly car-
cinogenic and these two agents were 
reported to be widely used in imported 
horti and aquatic products in the state. 
The former is used as artificial ripening 
agent in fruits including apple, mango, 
pomegranate, et al whereas the latter is 
prominently found injected in aquatic 
products especially in fishes to pro-
long their shell life. Besides, colorants 
had been reported to be present in un-
packed chilli powder openly vending.

Fish markets in the state run near 
dry subsequent to the detection of for-
malin-treated fishes first by Dimapur 
District Food Safety Authority, followed 
by other District Food Safety Authori-
ties under the common umbrella of 
the State Food Safety and Standards 
Authority. As the ban on importation of 
fish into the state was temporarily im-
posed, price of the local fish skyrock-
eted even as the fish lovers thronged 
the few markets ready to splurge dou-
ble-the-existing rate. Flatly, supply-
demand equilibrium was further dis-
turbed in spite of the unofficial hike in 
price for local fish.

Fruit is the next highly regular sector 
to have been tested positive for calcium 
carbide. Though not hardly hit as much 
the fish sector had been, fruit vendors 
largely disappeared from the scene un-
til the time local women vendors par-
tially took the front in meeting the mar-
ket demand with local fruits (with their 
limited means). Uncovering the pres-
ence of carcinogens in fishes, fruits and 
foods did moderately have an effect on 
the market and bear an influence on the 
behaviour of the consumers. Closely 
happening result is the underline ideal 
that few dedicated farmers did, though 
inadequate, sustain the core demand 
of the consumers by networking their 
produce to the market. Ensuring con-
tinuity of market by the concerted ef-
fort of the hardworking farmers merit 
our reconsideration on the feasibility of 
reviving principally ignored traditional 
knowledge system as well as propaga-
tion of indigenous crops and fruits in 
regaining our lost battle in trade and 
commerce.

Traditionally, wet terraced fields 
were developed in close proximity to 
the perennial water sources to funda-
mentally serve two reasons – (a) to en-
sure the supply of rice and (b) for inland 
culture fisheries. No incident of import-
ing snails and fishes from urban market 
to meet the consumption requirement 
of the rural inhabitants was heard un-
til recently. On the reverse, rural areas 
had been playing host to commonly 
consume aquatic products in the state 
whereby people flocked to such areas 
during vacation to relish these special 
gifts. Sadly, overall productivity was 
not augmented even after Fisheries 
Department intervened with assist-
ance for development of fishery ponds, 
supported by distribution of species of 

fish deemed favourable to our climate. 
The rationale for such low production 
is twofold. Firstly, the flow of peren-
nial rivers and streams or other water 
sources is drastically reduced to the ex-
tent of drying up, partly due to anthro-
pogenic activity including mismanage-
ment of water sources and partly due to 
the effect of climate change. Such have 
direct ramifications on the wet terraced 
fields and fishery ponds as they suf-
fered loss of its fertility. Secondly, exces-
sive trawl for waterborne edible insects 
and bugs, apart from fishes and snails, 
has denuded sparsely available wa-
ter bodies of its rich diverse resources 
beneath. Despite facing conspicuous 
limitations due to the combined effects 
of climate change and utter misman-
agement of water sources, the Naga-
land State Water Policy, 2016 gave an 
insignificant importance in rejuvenat-
ing drying up erstwhile flourishing wet 
terraced fields that sustained the need 
of our people (especially of indigenous 
aquatic product requirements) for cen-
turies. Traditional ecological knowl-
edge in double management of rice by 
simultaneously culturing and harvest-
ing water-based edible bugs, fishes and 
snails need restoration. It is a two-way 
traditional approach in reinforcing our 
local economy. Local knowledge, in this 
attempt, may have to synergize with 
government initiatives.

Apiculture is another area in which 
the principles of Native Science may be 
invoked. The hives of bees and hornets 
are collected following an adventurous 
hunt in unearthing the nests, and are 
then reared in the backyard. In spite 
of the insufficient systematic database 
on the exact number of species of bees 
and hornets endemic to our state, In-
digenous Knowledge on apiary has 
names of upto 27 bees and hornets in 
Sakraba Village under Phek District. It 
is stated that apiculture requires less 
labour as the bees themselves provides 
80 per cent of the labour service leaving 
a mere 20 per cent manual work for the 
owners. A larvae-full big hornet’s (local-
ly called fide) hive may cost anywhere 
between rupees five to ten thousand in 
the market or, so to say, a full-set nest 
may fetch close to rupees fifty thou-
sand. Investing time and energy on 
apiary may not only prove adventurous 
for the off-work youths but it also pos-
sess a high potential to generate hand-
some income in strengthening rural 
economy. According to the Nagaland 
Bee and Honey Mission (NBHM), more 
than 3000 beekeepers in 502 villages 
produced 402 metric tonnes of honey 
in 2014, generating a total income of 
Rs 10 crores. The State Government 
need to upgrade the existing policy on 
escalating honey production so as to 
also accord primary importance to the 
propagation as well as ensuring the 
availability of hornets and bees round-
the-year with local knowledge and sci-
entific intervention.

The State has a large collection 
of plants as well as wild vegetables. 
Almost all wild leaves /stems in our 
widely-spread forests possess either 
nutritional, medicinal, aromatic and 
aesthetic values or for other domestic 
applications. For instance, the Japa-
nese Knotweed, or simply knotweed, 

that grows aplenty in jungles is locally 
known for its unique characteristic 
as fat-reducing agent. Wood worms 
grow near to the settlement areas can 
be collected, dried and clubbed to be 
used during sanitation drive. Flowering 
plants like orchid, blumbego tibetica, 
cherry et al have dual benefits – as flo-
ral bed in the wild and as pollination 
ground for bees. Neem, gooseberry, 
castor, etc. have both medicinal and ar-
omatic values. All the above mentioned 
plants neither need much tending nor 
much labour as they can survive and 
carry as much distinct value naturally 
existing in the wild.

The state has high demand for hor-
ticultural products. Presently, most 
fruits available in the market are being 
supplied from other states. Years of ef-
forts have, nevertheless, resulted in 
continuous poor yield excepting few 
and far bountiful harvest in between. 
Off late, it is observed that our farm-
ers have been stealthily switching over 
to the horticultural crops alongside 
jhuming, supplying primary require-
ments of fruits to the people whilst 
generating stable income as freelance 
vendors. Local fruits such as pineapple, 
pear, peach, guava, cucumber, banana, 
mango, orange, apple, lemon, etc. can 
comparatively result in higher harvest 
locally and can simultaneously have 
an advantage as well as competitive 
market price over the imported fruits 
treated with toxic chemicals. Floricul-
ture is other sector that registered a 
booming development whereby most-
ly local women edifice their income by 
primordially culturing varied species 
of flowers as private growers purely for 
aesthetic purpose of beautifying their 
residences, and thereafter as suppliers 
by channelling the surplus to the mar-
ket flow. Nurturing green vegetables 
and cultivars in our backyards is also an 
emerging trend. Previously, gardening 
was largely confined to the rural dwell-
ers. A healthy model that reverses the 
previous trend is the practice of garden-
ing even pervasively invading deep into 
the urban spheres. Equally worth men-
tioning is the attitude and behaviour of 
the citizens in choosing organic prod-
ucts over chemical-based vegetables. 
There is a note of positivity by seeing 
organic horticultural produce flooding 
our markets with corresponding con-
sumers’ leaning towards local products 
whose combined consequence is the 
gradual increase of local women ven-
dors frequenting the full stretch of the 
pavement in our towns. However, local 
women vendors need to be supported 
by easy access to credit and loan, right 
to safe vending outlets as well as se-
curity of their consignment. Excess 
production of tomato with almost nil 
government intervention in dispos-
ing of the surplus in a village under 
Mokokchung District recently serves as 
a perfect instance of government’s apa-
thy towards the plights of our humble 
entrepreneurs. Farmers in Nagaland do 
need help from the government in en-
suring low transportation cost, secured 
networks of market, better storage fa-
cility and a sound capital by virtue that 
they don’t claim for loan waivers as 
their counterparts have been doing in 
the mainland.

It has been reported that antibiotic 
drugs are being administered on live-
stock population, especially chicken, 
to gain weight. China and India are two 
international markets that have records 
for high use of antibiotics in chicken. 
According to the Bureau for Investiga-
tive Journalism, chickens raised in In-
dia have been dosed with some of the 
strongest antibiotics known to medi-
cine. Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
are two identified destinations from 
where chickens are then destined to 
other prospective markets throughout 
India. Consuming antibiotic injected 
chickens ensure continual existence 
of antibiotics in our body which even-
tually blunts the effectiveness of drugs 
designed to cure or prevent infection in 
our body. This renders ineffectual treat-
ment for serious illnesses like pneu-
monia and tuberculosis, and hampers 
recovery in post-operative surgery. We 
cannot rule out the presence of anti-
biotics in fowl population that packed 
our markets posing a direct threat to 
our overall health. Rearing chickens 
(including wild birds), raising livestock 
in a humble farm attached to our fields 
and in our backyard had previously 
been exercised by our predecessors as a 
part-time job by almost all; and savings 
on consumption of poultry products 
and less spending on healthcare were 
its celebrated dividends. Therefore, 
indigenous practice of poultry, rais-
ing livestock such as cattle, pig (local 
breed) et al may generate supplemen-
tary revenue while concurrently com-
bating the risk of exposing ourselves to 
antibiotic resistant bacteria.

Reinforcing the hypothetical state-
ment of the Hon,ble MP (Rajya Sabha), 
it may be iterated that by way of con-
suming carcinogenic-coated fishes 
and fruits imported from other states, 
we not only contract deadly disease 
in due course but have been conse-
quently incurring a huge loss by spend-
ing our hard savings for consumption 
combined with the cost of medication 
as a result of our preferred lifestyle. For 
once, we use to utter boastful state-
ment that we have been independent 
and remaining self-reliant through-
out the historical stages. This need to 
be instantly decoded into deeds. The 
present scenario depicts an immedi-
ate need for an alternative intervention 
as we are presented with a collateral 
opportunity to re-monopolise trade 
and commerce (with indigenous solu-
tions) that we casually let outsiders fre-
quented our commercial spaces. In the 
process, application of the Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge on dual man-
agement of rice and waterborne bugs /
fishes/snails in wet terraced fields, aug-
menting existing apiary by propagating 
species of bees, hornets and flowering 
plants, management of horticultural 
crops alongside jhuming, raising live-
stock, and sustainable harvesting of 
ecosystem services including fresh-
water for domestic, agricultural and 
commercial uses, exploitation of Con-
sumptive Use Value, aesthetic, medical 
and aromatic plants, timber, faunal re-
sources and other non-forest produce 
may bail our state out of the present di-
lemma we encumbered ourselves with.

 Nukhosa Chüzho

I
nvolvement of teachers as participants in school 
recess — leading games, monitoring play and 
ensuring conflicts — may boost kid’s physical 
activity, a new study has found.

Recess is seen by educators and policymakers as 
a valuable part of a child’s school day, in part because 
physical activity plays an important role in helping 
to curb high child obesity rates.

The findings, published in the journal Preventive 
Medicine Reports, suggested that students are more 
likely to be active and engaged during longer recess 
periods.

“While recess is often perceived as a break for 
students and teachers alike, it can also be an oppor-
tunity for teachers and students to interact in more 
informal settings, for teachers to model healthy be-

haviour and appropriate social skills and for students 
and teachers to develop stronger relationships,” said 
lead author William Massey, Assistant Professor at 
the Oregon State University in the US.

For the study, the team outfitted 146 children in 
grades 4-6 from seven schools with fitness tracking 
devices to monitor their physical activity during the 
school day, including recess.

They examined several variables that affect both 
a child’s engagement in recess activities and the 
amount of physical activity they netted during recess 
periods.

The researchers also observed recess activity 
for 8,340 students at nine schools and analysed the 
quality of the recess environment and the students’ 
engagement in activities.

They found that the average recess period was 
nearly 23 minutes and that students averaged just 
under 42 steps per minute during recess. The re-
searchers also found that boys averaged about 10 
more steps per minute than girls in each recess pe-
riod.

Overall, recess contributed to 27 per cent of the 
students’ daily step count average, even though it 
made up just 5.6 per cent of the children’s school day. 
The researchers also found that boys were more en-
gaged in recess than girls.

“This study underscores the importance of a high 
quality recess experience for children, including the 
need for adults who are actively engaged with the 
children on the playground,” Massey noted.

Source: IANS

Foot and Mouth Disease in Cattle 
and its Preventive Measures
O

f the various viral diseases in 
cattle, Foot and Mouth dis-
ease poise a devastating dis-
ease in nature as it has a di-

rect bearing on the animal health and 
the farmer economy. In short Foot and 
Mouth disease is also termed as FMD. It 
is an acute infectious highly contagious 
viral disease of cattle and all other clo-
ven hoofed animals. Although it does 
not result in high mortality there is 
higher morbidity. The disease is zoonot-
ic in nature as human beings are also 
susceptible through contact with in-
fected diseased animal, contaminated 
milk and milk products.
Common Signs and Symptoms of 

FMD in Cattle
1. Vesicular eruption in the epithe-

lium of the buccal cavity, tongue, 
muzzle, feet, teat and udder

2. High body temperature
3. Reduce feed intake resulting in 

body weight loss
4. Lameness of fore and hind feets
5. Decrease in milk production
6. Excessive  salivation from the 

mouth
Steps for Prevention and  
Control of FMD

1. Timely vaccination with FMD vac-
cine

a) 1st vaccination before onset of 

monsoon season
b) 2nd vaccination just after mon-

soon season  
Twice vaccination yearly i.e after 

every 6 month 
2. Deworming medication should be 

followed for the entire herd in the 
farm before vaccination for effec-
tive vaccination result

3. Feed well balance concentrate diet 
and sufficient green fodder daily

4. Immediate isolation of any diseased 
animals from the rest of the healthy 
herd

5. Discharge or any secretion from in-
fected diseased animal should be 
disposal off properly

6. Animal infected with any diseases 
condition and under treatment and 
medication, the milk should be dis-
carded

7. The cattle shed should be always 
kept clean, dry and airy

8. Farm workers shouldwash 
theirhands thoroughly after clean-
ing the shed, handling, feeding, and 
milking with soap and water

The farmer should immediately 
consult a veterinarian or visit the near-
est Veterinary Health Centre in case any 
animal in the dairy farm showing any of 
the above mention signs and symptoms 
for early detection and propertreatment

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
An Enduring 
Happiness

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 34:1–14   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many 
good days . . . . Turn from evil and do good.

~  Psalm 34:12,14
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Take hold of this 
day as if it’s your own and use it to grow 
your dreams, Aries. You’ll find a great deal of 
power and dynamism in the air urging you 

to take the adventurous route. There’s no need to hold 
back. The door is open and waiting for you to take the 
leap of faith to the other side. Don’t even worry about 
consequences now. Your good luck will pull you safely 
through.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There’s a fiery 
tone to the day that can’t be ignored, Taurus. 
You may find that adjustments need to be 
made in your own plan of attack in order to 

get on the same page with other people. Don’t worry if 
things don’t go according to your plans. In fact, the best 
route to take is the one that wasn’t even planned. Do 
something that you’ve never done before.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): There’s an extra 
spark in your eye that people won’t be able to 
ignore. Today’s a good day to get your point 
across, because you’ll find people more open 

and receptive to new things than usual. Speak with 
confidence and you’ll go far. It’s important for you to 
say what you feel. If you don’t, others will find reasons 
to walk all over you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Take yourself 
on a mental adventure today in which you 
explore new aspects of your world. Dis-
cuss philosophy and religion. Get to the 

core of a matter that seriously interests you. Now is a 
good time to consider taking classes or engaging in 
some form of higher learning. Your emotions come 
from a point of great power and you should use this 
energy wisely.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today is your day, 
Leo, so live it up! If it seems like things have 
been rather intense lately, don’t worry, they’re 
apt to lighten up quite a bit today. Feel free to 

be your usual jolly self, the one who adds humor to the 
group. Your laughter will be appreciated. Come into the 
forefront. Bring things up to your level and you’ll find 
that others willingly join you there.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Be careful that you 
aren’t acting in a way that you dislike in oth-
ers, Virgo. You could find that you’re slowly 
taking on the traits of the people you despise. 

Lighten up a bit and put a smile on your face. If you 
continue to see the negative side of everything, it’s 
likely that other people will only see the negative side 
of you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): The day’s general 
mood should fit quite well with your agenda, 
Libra. There’s no need to fixate on the nega-
tive. Keep things light and upbeat and worry 

about the consequences later. This is the time to be 
adventurous and explore. Don’t let anyone else tell you 
how to run your show. You have a strong will and strong 
opinions, so don’t be afraid to express either.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may need 
a translator to get through to people today, 
Scorpio. It could be hard to make decisions, 
but not impossible. Today’s tip is to err on 

the side of adventure. Trust that good luck will pull you 
through if you take risks. You may feel unappreciated. 
Ask for help when you need it, but don’t rely on others to 
heal you. Most of this work needs to come from within.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Use your 
power resources today, Sagittarius, as you 
have a great deal of dynamic energy at your 
disposal. You have the ability to transform 

and conquer anything now. Note that your spirit of ad-
venture is apt to be more acute than normal, and you 
may be feeling quite anxious to get things rolling in a 
new direction. Don’t hold back. Now is the time to do 
things full force.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
be asked to make some spontaneous deci-
sions today that you might not feel entirely 
comfortable making, Capricorn. You could 

feel you don’t have enough facts to make an educated 
decision about what to do next. Realize that some-
times it’s necessary to bite the bullet and make the best 
choice based on the knowledge you have. Be adventur-
ous and trust your judgment.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Emotionally, you 
may feel as if you’re running up against a brick 
wall, Aquarius. It could be that your first reac-
tion is to drown your sorrows in drink. Escap-

ism is only a temporary remedy. If things slam in your face 
today, use this as an indication that you need to take nec-
essary action. Don’t keep bouncing around from one thing 
to the next in order to avoid the obvious. Face the music.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your emotions 
could be extra powerful today, Pisces, al-
though something may not feel as if it’s sitting 
right. It could be a feeling of manipulation. 

Perhaps you’ve misjudged someone else’s sensitivity 
and now they’re working to get back at you in a subtle 
yet harmful way. Attend to your feelings and spend time 
alone if it helps you get more in tune with your emotions.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Jean Twenge | The Conversation

Consumption Economy & Infrastructure: Two Sides of Same Coin 

The Great Divide: How Inclusive Growth Still Eludes India

Why it Matters that Teens Are Reading Less

D
riven by rising incomes and 
steady growth, consumption 
patterns of e-commerce, mobile 
data, entertainment and con-

sumer goods will see an uptick in India. 
World-class infrastructure is needed to en-
able these rising levels of consumption.

Essentially, consumer-driven business-
es and infrastructure are two sides of the 
same coin and have a symbiotic relation-
ship.

As mobile data usage increases and the 
data-dependent economy gathers mo-
mentum, the corresponding infrastructure 
must keep pace to ensure seamless tran-
sition into a more digital world. Growth 
in the digital world implies the growth of 
both wireless and fibre infrastructure to 
eventually enable a hassle free 5G ecosys-
tem in India.

Better and faster data speed that can 
allow digital services requires better con-
nectivity through both a greater number 
of telecom towers and more fibre infra-

structure.
This need for more telecom towers 

and fibre in India will require significant 
infrastructure investments from the vari-
ous players in the telecom ecosystem. 
Incumbent companies in the tower and 
fibre space may not always be able to use 
their capital-constrained balance sheets to 
fund the infrastructure expansion. Thus, a 
funding gap emerges.

This funding gap creates an opportu-
nity for capital-rich investors to tap into 
a growing and dynamic investment op-
portunity through innovative financing 
mechanisms. There are the three main 
components of the Indian telecom market 
where investors can make fortunes: (1) The 
consumer-facing telecom business, (2) the 
telecom tower business and (3) fibre busi-
ness. And these three different markets of-
fer investment opportunities for a diverse 
group of investors.

Beyond the financial aspects of tower 
and fibre expansion, policies such as the 
“Right of Way” rule that enables expedited 
infrastructure creation deserve attention. 

Laying fibre requires telecom operators to 
deal with a myriad set of rules and charges 
that can at times be a severe impediment 
to infrastructure creation. Greater clarity 
around such policies for greater consist-
ency and rational pricing which makes 
economic sense are required to promote 
investments in fibre and telecom tower 
expansion, investments so critical for the 
data consuming customer.

Beyond data speeds, e-commerce in 
India needs greater connectivity through 
the integration of backend infrastructure 
with front-end businesses. For e-com-
merce to realise its full potential one can-
not view e-commerce as being distinct 
from data speed, logistics, transportation 
and data storage.

For e-commerce to reach the next 200 
million active users we require greater lo-
gistics infrastructure (independent from 
the e-commerce vendors), more fulfilment 
centres, efficient and modern warehous-
ing, and more cost-effective transporta-
tion. The entire ecosystem needs to be de-
veloped and financed effectively.

It may be underscored that creating 
the entire consumption economy driven 
ecosystem requires different kinds of bal-
ance sheets at play. For instance, investors 
who undertake technology risk to drive the 
front-end e-commerce businesses aren’t 
focused on creating infrastructure at the 
backend and vice versa.

In general, investors looking to invest 
in telecom towers or logistics infrastruc-
ture are very different from those investing 
in consumer-facing technology business-
es. It is essential to create an environment 
that allows different balance sheets to in-
vest, operate and exit investments.

A financial ecosystem that provides 
investors with the right financial instru-
ments, secondary market liquidity and 
high corporate governance will be vital. 
For great consumer-facing companies to 
be created, exceptional infrastructure is 
required.

For infrastructure businesses to be fi-
nancially sustainable and for investors 
to be willing to invest for long periods of 
time, the Indian consumer-driven growth 

story must deliver results. Therefore, both 
consumer-driven businesses and infra-
structure must develop in tandem.

For both investors and policymak-
ers, it is essential to keep in mind that the 
quantity of infrastructure is vital but so is 
its quality. For example, while high-speed 
data is crucial to enable a digital economy, 
it is also critical that there is the consisten-
cy of data speed. Only when quantity and 
quality with regards to infrastructure con-
verge can the end-consumer get access to 
high-quality services.

As consumption and incomes grow in 
India, the coming decades have the po-
tential to unleash significant economic 
growth. To truly maximise the economic 
value of the consumption-driven boom, it 
is essential that both front-end companies 
and back-end infrastructure get attention.

Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development 
Tracks, an infrastructure advisory firm. 

The views expressed are personal. He can 
be contacted at taponeel.mukherjee@

development-tracks.com or @Taponeel on 
Twitter

I
nequality and lack of access to public goods and 
services has been the bane of Indian society for 
centuries. But never has it been as stark as it is to-
day, with 10 per cent of India’s richest families own-

ing 56 per cent of the total national income, according 
to the World Inequality Report.

But even more disturbing is the fact that this eco-
nomic inequality is prevalent not only among the vari-
ous states of the country, but also within a state itself. 
Intra- and inter-state variations are not just restricted to 
economic parameters but are equally applicable to so-
cial indicators like proper nutrition, basic medical care, 
personal safety, water and sanitation, personal rights, 
to name just a few, collectively categorised under the 
Social Progress Index (SPI).

It only strengthens the belief that even after over 
70 years of independence, inclusive growth has re-
mained elusive, calling for a serious policy rethink in 
terms of redistribution of wealth, equal opportunities 
for all and proper distribution of goods and services in 
the country.

Take the case of a rich and progressive state like 
Maharashtra with the greatest nominal GDP among all 
states. It too harbours a district like Nandurbar, which 
can easily be grouped with some of the poorest districts 

of the country.
For instance, the difference between the economic 

density, which is the GDP per square kilometer as de-
fined by the World Bank report of 2011, between Nan-
durbar and Pune is 317. While Pune has a rank of 39 
Nandurbar is way down the ladder at 356 among all 
districts in the country.

The great divide within and among states in SPI too 
points to the urgent need for reforms in policy meas-
ures to put the house in order. 

How to provide access to health and wellness to its 
ordinary citizens is something that successive govern-
ments have struggled with, without finding a ready an-
swer. Even a progressive district like Chennai in Tamil 
Nadu (ranked third in the SPI) suffers from poor access 
to health and wellness with a score of 49.6. Kancheep-
uram district in Tamil Nadu too has a poor record in 
terms of access to advanced education (36.8) despite 
ranked 14 on the SPI. It is equally true for the industrial 
district of Ludhiana in Punjab.

Setting up more and more primary health centers 
and local government hospitals with doctors from out-
side, have not really helped. The hub-and-spoke model, 
where primary centres treat simple diseases and refer 
the more serious ones to multi-specialty hospitals, has 
failed to take off in India because of absence of trained 
doctors in the districts and villages. 

The Chinese model of barefoot doctors -- local 
youths trained in basic healthcare services and servic-
ing community hospitals, and specialists taking care of 
the major hospitals -- could be a ready solution.

Even high economic density and a decent SPI 
rank is not enough to lure top universities to a district. 
Nashik in Maharashtra is a case in point. It has an eco-
nomic density of 110 and an SPI of 122, but still has a 
poor score of 32.2 on the issue of access to advanced 
education. 

The best way to attract top academics to such dis-
tricts is to provide them not just with a decent pay 
package and perks -- comparable to their peers in the 
metros -- but also quality research facilities that will 
help them write papers in international journals and 
make a name for themselves.

Delhi’s case seems to be rather unique. While one 
can perhaps explain its poor economic density to the 
government’s and Supreme Court’s decision to move 
polluting industries out of the capital, but there is little 
to explain its poor personal safety score. 

Will greater policing -- in terms of greater power to 
the police force -- and more punitive and timely pun-
ishments in these districts solve the problem of per-
sonal safety, especially of women, or is there a need to 
change the mindset of the people through large-scale 
counseling? These are issues that administrators or 

policymakers will need to grapple with. 
Why should a district like the diamond capital of In-

dia, Surat, in Gujarat, suffer from lack of access to infor-
mation and communication (score: 51.38), especially 
in this digital age, when all information should be avail-
able at the click of a button? More so, when the district 
has a high economic density of 92 but also an SPI of 71.

Many of these issues like access to information is 
likely to be resolved once the government’s Bharat Net 
Project -- connecting nearly 2.5 lakh gram panchayats 
through broadband -- is completed. Proper internet 
connectivity will not only help those living in far-flung 
areas to keep abreast of what is happening nationally, 
but internationally too. 

The reason for pointing out such stark contrasts is 
not just to highlight the miseries of various districts but 
to point out the massive differences among districts of 
the same state. Inequality breeds social tensions and 
hence constrains the growth of a nation. Hence, equity, 
equal opportunities for all, inclusiveness and well-be-
ing of all should be the government’s motto rather than 
having islands of affluence in a sea of poverty.

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for Competitiveness, 
India. He can be contacted at amit.kapoor@

competitiveness.in and tweets @kautiliya. Nirvan 
Gupta, researcher, Institute for Competitiveness has 

contributed to the article

M
ost of us spend much more time with 
digital media than we did a decade ago. 
But today’s teens have come of age with 
smartphones in their pockets. Compared 

to teens a couple of decades ago, the way they interact 
with traditional media like books and movies is 
fundamentally different.

My co-authors and I analyzed nationally 
representative surveys of over one million U.S. teens 
collected since 1976 and discovered an almost seismic 
shift in how teens are spending their free time.

Increasingly, books seem to be gathering dust.
It’s all about the screens
By 2016, the average 12th grader said they spent a 
staggering six hours a day texting, on social media, 
and online during their free time. And that’s just three 
activities; if other digital media activities were included, 
that estimate would surely rise.

Teens didn’t always spend that much time with 
digital media. Online time has doubled since 2006, and 
social media use moved from a periodic activity to a 
daily one. By 2016, nearly nine out of 10 12th-grade girls 
said they visited social media sites every day.

Meanwhile, time spent playing video games rose 
from under an hour a day to an hour and a half on 
average. One out of 10 8th graders in 2016 spent 40 
hours a week or more gaming – the time commitment 
of a full-time job.
With only so much time in the day,  
doesn’t something have to give?
Maybe not. Many scholars have insisted that time online 
does not displace time spent engaging with traditional 
media. Some people are just more interested in media 
and entertainment, they point out, so more of one type 
of media doesn’t necessarily mean less of the other.

However, that doesn’t tell us much about what 
happens across a whole cohort of people when time 

spent on digital media grows and grows. This is what 
large surveys conducted over the course of many years 
can tell us.
Movies and books go by the wayside
While 70 percent of 8th and 10th graders once went to 
the movies once a month or more, now only about half 
do. Going to the movies was equally popular from the 
late 1970s to the mid-2000s, suggesting that Blockbuster 
video and VCRs didn’t kill going to the movies.

But after 2007 – when Netflix introduced its video 
streaming service – moviegoing began to lose its 
appeal. More and more, watching a movie became a 
solitary experience. This fits a larger pattern: In another 
analysis, we found that today’s teens go out with their 

friends considerably less than previous generations 
did.

But the trends in moviegoing pale in comparison to 
the largest change we found: An enormous decline in 
reading. In 1980, 60 percent of 12th graders said they 
read a book, newspaper or magazine every day that 
wasn’t assigned for school.

By 2016, only 16 percent did – a huge drop, even 
though the book, newspaper or magazine could be one 
read on a digital device (the survey question doesn’t 
specify format).

The number of 12th graders who said they had 
not read any books for pleasure in the last year nearly 
tripled, landing at one out of three by 2016. For iGen 
– the generation born since 1995 who has spent 

their entire adolescence with smartphones – books, 
newspapers and magazines have less and less of a 
presence in their daily lives.

Of course, teens are still reading. But they’re reading 
short texts and Instagram captions, not longform 
articles that explore deep themes and require critical 
thinking and reflection. Perhaps as a result, SAT reading 
scores in 2016 were the lowest they have ever been since 
record keeping began in 1972.

It doesn’t bode well for their transition to college, 
either. Imagine going from reading two-sentence 
captions to trying to read even five pages of an 800-
page college textbook at one sitting. Reading and 
comprehending longer books and chapters takes 
practice, and teens aren’t getting that practice.

There was a study from the Pew Research Center a 
few years ago finding that young people actually read 
more books than older people. But that included books 
for school and didn’t control for age. When we look at 
pleasure reading across time, iGen is reading markedly 
less than previous generations.
The way forward
So should we wrest smartphones from iGen’s hands 
and replace them with paper books?
Probably not: smartphones are teens’ main form of 
social communication.

However, that doesn’t mean they need to be on them 
constantly. Data connecting excessive digital media 
time to mental health issues suggests a limit of two 
hours a day of free time spent with screens, a restriction 
that will also allow time for other activities – like going 
to the movies with friends or reading.

Of the trends we found, the pronounced decline in 
reading is likely to have the biggest negative impact. 
Reading books and longer articles is one of the best 
ways to learn how to think critically, understand 
complex issues and separate fact from fiction. It’s 
crucial for being an informed voter, an involved citizen, 
a successful college student and a productive employee.

If print starts to die, a lot will go with it.

Jean Twenge is Professor of Psychology in San 
Diego State University
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Let’s accept UAE aid, says Vijayan; 1.2 mn pack relief camps 

Cochin airport to 
open on Aug. 29

Ambani asks Cong. leaders to ‘cease & desist’ from 
speaking on Rafale; Party says won’t be cowed down

Congress leader Gurudas 
Kamat dead, funeral today

Vajpayee’s ashes reach Jharkhand J-K Governor: Malik to 
take oath of office today

Saradha scam: CBI plans to 
question four Bengal IPS officers

Muslims gathered for Eid prayers contribute to funds for flood-affected people of Kerala, being 
collected by SUCI members, in Kolkata on Wednesday

PTI

PTI

BJP party leaders and others pay tribute to former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee as his ashes are 
being taken for immersion, in Ranchi on Wednesday.

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug. 22 
(IANS): Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on Wednes-
day pressed the Modi gov-
ernment to accept the $100 
million aid offered by the UAE 
for flood relief as the numbers 
sheltered in over 3,000 camps 
in the state rose to 1.2 million.

Vijayan’s comments came 
as Congress leaders too, in a 
rare show of political unanim-
ity, urged the central govern-
ment not to reject the Rs 700 
crore offered by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), home 
to hundreds of thousands of 
Keralites.

There were no rains for a 
second day in Kerala. Thou-
sands returned to their flood-
hit homes to clean up and start 
life anew. But many more were 
simply dazed on seeing what 
remained of their homes.

A labourer, Rocky, com-
mitted suicide after seeing 
his flood-battered house near 
Eranakulam, police said. He 
is survived by his wife and two 
children. 

It was the third such suicide 
since the waters began to re-
cede after the century’s worst 
flooding in Kerala. Health 
Minister K.K. Shailaja said 
people were distressed and an-
nounced counselling sessions 
at relief camps.

Vijayan said that over 1.2 
million people were still in 
3,314 relief camps across the 
state after having all or most of 
their possessions.

“Today there was none to 
be rescued. It shows that our 

first phase of operations - res-
cue - has been successful,” he 
said.

Vijayan said that according 
to the National Disaster Policy 
of 2016, funds from foreign 
governments can be accepted.

“As soon as this (UAE) aid 
was announced, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi tweeted 
that this was an indeed wel-
come gesture. 

“Now with media reports, 
if need be, we will speak to the 
Prime Minister,” he said.

India has refused to accept 
overseas donations for flood 
relief in Kerala, Thailand’s Am-
bassador to India Chutintorn 
Sam Gongsakdi said.

Vijayan said the UAE “can-
not be considered any other 
nation”. “Indians, especially 
Keralites, have contributed im-
mensely in their nation build-
ing,” he said.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Za-
yed Al Nahyan had telephoned 
Modi and made the offer of 
assistance, the Chief Minister 
had said earlier.

Two former Congress Chief 
Ministers, A.K. Antony and 
Oommen Chandy, urged the 
Modi government to rewrite 
rules so that financial sup-
port from abroad could be 
accepted.

The central government’s 
offer of help to Kerala was “dis-
appointing”, Chandy added.

Even as the number of peo-
ple in the relief camps has gone 
up, people were seen returning 
to their homes in Kozhikode, 
Malappuram, Pathanamthitta, 

parts of Thrissur and Ernaku-
lam.

A large number of vol-
unteers was seen engaging 
in cleaning up operations of 
houses that had been sub-
merged in water for days.

Earlier, Congress leader 
Ramesh Chennithala told the 
media that the flood tragedy 
was caused by lack of coor-
dination between the Power 
Minister, the Water Resource 
Ministers and the Kerala State 
Electricity Board (KSEB).

“This monsoon, Kerala re-
ceived 41.44 per cent more 
rains and all the (sluice gates of 
the) dams were opened with-
out proper analysis or impact 
studies... People were totally 
unaware that the dams were 
being opened,” he said.

“This is nothing but a man-
made disaster.”

Vijayan hit back, saying 
this was not the time for fault-
finding. In any case, he ac-
cused Chennithala of speaking 
without knowing the facts.

“What one should realise 
is that from August 14 to 17, in 
Idukki alone 811 mm of rain 
was received, which is more 
than double of what it nor-
mally gets. 

“It was just not the dam 
waters but rain water added 
to the flooding... In some areas 
where floods occurred there 
are no dams.”

Dam Safety Authority 
Chairman Justice (retd) C.N. 
Ramachandran Nair added: 
“Things are being exaggerated 
and I do not believe all the al-

legations that have been raised 
are true.
INR 600 cr. damage in floods 
in  East& West  Godavar i 
districts;CM
Floods in the river Godavari 
in East and West Godavari 
districts in the last one week 
caused damage to the tune of 
Rs 600 crore, Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu said here today.

He announced a compen-
sation of Rs 25,000 per hectare 
to the crops damaged in the 
flood.

The Chief Minister stated 
this after conducting an aerial 
survey of the affected areas.

Paddy crop in about 11,000 
hectares in the two districts

considered the rice bowl 
of Andhra Pradesh remained 
submerged, though agriculture 
department officials see some 
chance of revival once the wa-
ter in the fields dries up.

Cotton too suffered exten-
sive damage in about 1,300 
hectares, but there is no chance 
of any revival, the officials said.

Official sources said the 
state government would sub-
mit a report on the flood dam-
ages to the Centre, seeking 
financial assistance, after a 
complete assessment in the 
next few days.

The two districts have been 
ravaged by the floods for the 
past six days.

The Chief Minister re-
viewed the situation with Col-
lectors of the two districts and 
other officials in Rajamahen-

dravaram airport and later told 
reporters that steps would be 
taken to overcome the submer-
gence problem of Erra Kalava 
(red canal) on a permanent 
basis.

“This canal caused the ma-
jor damage in West Godavari 
district,” he pointed out.

Causeways damaged in the 
flood would be rebuilt while 
roads in the region would be 
repaired at a cost of Rs 35 crore, 
he added.

Meanwhile, the Godavari 
continued to be in spate with 
the flood discharge cross-
ing 15.24 lakh cusecs at Sir 
Arthur Cotton Barrage in Dow-
aleswaram by this evening.

The discharge that was 
14,34,636 cusecs late last night, 
rose to 15,24,268 cusecs this af-
ternoon and remained steady.

On the other hand, flood 
discharge in river Krishna at 
Prakasam Barrage in Vijaya-
wada fell by half to just about 
75,107 cusecs this evening 
from a high of 1.50 lakh cusecs 
last evening.

Inflow into the Srisailam 
reservoir, however, witnessed 
a sharp increase today with the 
level almost touching the Full 
Reservoir Level (FRL).

Srisailam now holds 206.1 
tmc ft of water at 883.3 feet as 
against the FRL of 215 tmc ft 
(885 ft), and as such, 2,12,365 
cusecs was being released 
into the Nagarjuna Sagar dam 
downstream.

Copious inflows of 1,83,579 
cusecs from Srisailam has re-
sulted in Nagarjuna Sagar 

slowing inching towards the 
FRL, with the storage now at 
216.88 tmc ft (553.2 feet).

However, about 100 tmc 
ft more water is required for 
Nagarjuna Sagar to fill to its 
capacity of 312 tmc feet. 
Centre’s help to Kerala disap-
pointing — Chandy
The Modi government’s of-
fer of help to Kerala in the 
wake of the worst flooding in 
a century is “disappointing”, 
former Chief Minister Oom-
men Chandy said on Wednes-
day. The Congress leader also 
expressed unhappiness that 
the Centre had reportedly re-
fused to accept monetary help 
offered by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), which is home 
to hundreds of thousands of 
Keralites.

“I am sorry that the finan-
cial assistance announced by 
the government of India is 
quite disappointing as far as 
the magnitude of the crisis is 
concerned,” Chandy said in a 
letter to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.  He said Kerala was 
expecting reasonable mone-
tary help to overcome the crisis 
caused by the floods that have 
claimed some 370 lives since 
monsoon rains began on May 
29 and forced a million people 
to take shelter in relief camps 
this month.

“It is a great relief to the 
people of Kerala that so many 
kind hearted persons and so-
cial organisations across the 
country and abroad consider 
this disaster as their own mat-

The Cochin Interna-
tional Airport, shut on 
August 15 due to floods, 
will reopen on August 
29, it was announced on 
Wednesday.

The airport had said 
on Tuesday that it would 
resume operations on 
August 26.

The airport  was 
closed on August 15 af-
ter it was flooded when 
various dams in Idukki 
district opened their 
sluice gates in the wake 
of torrential rains. Of-
ficials said the open-
ing had been put off 
by three days as 90 per 
cent of the staff had 
been affected by Kera-
la’s worst flooding in a 
century and they need-
ed to report to work.

The airport was first 
closed on August 9, for a 
few hours, and then on 
August 15. The Cochin 
airport is one of three 
airports in Kerala and 
also the busiest.

New Delhi/Chandigarh, 
Aug. 22 (PTI): Facing al-
legations of getting undue 
benefits from the multi-
billion dollar Rafale deal, 
Anil Ambani-led Reliance 
Group has sent legal no-
tices to several Congress 
leaders asking them to 
“cease and desist” from 
levelling such charges, 
which was promptly 
dubbed by the party as evi-
dence of a “nexus between 
the BJP and the corporate 
world”.

The Congress leaders 
said they will not be scared 
or silenced by such notic-
es, which have been sent 
to several spokespersons 
and other leaders of the 
party.

The notices have been 
served amid a month-long 
offensive planned by the 
Congress on the Rafale 
deal under which top 
party leaders will be hold-
ing press conferences and 
demonstrations across the 
country targeting Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
and his government.

Reliance Group has 
denied the allegations re-
lating to the deal under 
which France’s Dassault 
is supplying the fighter 
jets and has entered into 
a joint venture with a Anil 
Ambani-led group firm 
to meet its offset require-
ment of the contract.

Ambani recently wrote 
to Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi on the deal 
saying his party has been 
“misinformed, misdirect-
ed and misled” by “mali-
cious vested interests and 
corporate rivals” on the 
issue.

Gandhi has been at-
tacking the government 
for allegedly inking the 
deal at a much higher 
price than the one the 
previous UPA regime had 
negotiated to benefit “one 
businessman”.

Speaking to reporters 
in Chandigarh, Congress 
MP Sunil Jakhar said he 

has received the notice 
asking him to refrain from 
“making allegations” on 
the Rafale deal.

Jakhar, however, as-
serted that the Rafale mat-
ter was a serious national 
security issue for his par-
ty and alleged the legal 
notice was the result of a 
“nexus between the BJP 
and the corporate world”.

The Punjab Congress 
chief and Lok Sabha mem-
ber, who had raised the 
issue in Parliament as well, 
said, “I reiterate, my aero-
plane making skills (as 
demonstrated in Lok Sab-
ha) are better than yours”, 
as he tweeted a picture of 
a paper plane made from 
the notice.

“It is a dark day for the 
democracy. An industrial-
ist serving legal notice to 
an elected representative 
is a serious issue,” Jakhar 
said while asserting that 
the Congress will continue 
to fight the nexus between 
capitalists and BJP.

The Congress leaders 
said the notices have been 
issued by Mumbai-based 
advocates on behalf of 
Reliance firms to Randeep 
Surjewala, Ashok Chavan, 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
and Sunil Jakhar among 
others, saying they were 
making “derogatory and 
defamatory statements in 
the press and electronic 
media in relation to the 
purchase of 36 Rafale 
fighter aircraft by India 
from France in a govern-
ment-to-government con-
tract.”

The notices have come 
days before a series of 
press conferences lined 
by the Congress across the 
country from August 25 
to September 6 on Rafale 
deal. The party has also 
planned district and state-
level agitations starting 
September 7.

The cautionary ‘cease 
and desist’ notice as been 
served on behalf of three 
group firms -- Reliance 

Infrastructure, Reliance 
Defence and Reliance Aer-
ostructure Ltd.

“As a cautionary meas-
ure, our clients strongly 
urge you to avoid, cease 
and desist from making 
any unverified, specu-
lative, incorrect, false, 
frivolous, misleading de-
rogatory and defamatory 
statements against them 
on such a sensitive subject 
relating to national secu-
rity,” one Congress leader 
quoted from the notice.

“At the same time our 
clients reserve the right to 
take recourse to all rem-
edies available to them 
under the law of land for 
the protection of their 
name, brand, reputation 
and goodwill in case of 
any scurrilous statements 
being made against them,” 
the notice further said.

Asked about the no-
tice, Congress spokesper-
son Shaktising Gohil said 
at an AICC briefing that 
he has received two such 

notices. 
He said one was re-

ceived earlier and the an-
other one was received 
yesterday, which claim 
he has caused loss to the 
company to the extent of 
Rs 50,000 crore.

Gohil said Congress 
leaders are placing on 
record information al-
ready in public domain 
and are speaking out in the 
national interest against 
alleged corruption in the 
deal.

Congress spokesper-
son Priyanka Chaturvedi 
said she has been served a 
notice too.

“My reply - I am a 
Congress soldier, a proud 
Punjabi who does not get 
scared with such notices 
- taxpayer of this country 
deserves to know why they 
paid extra Rs 42000 crore. 
The fact that Anil Ambani 
sent us a notice exposes 
that there is something 
fishy in the Rafale deal,” 
he said.

Mumbai/New Delhi, Aug. 
22 (IANS): Former Un-
ion Minister and senior 
Congress leader Gurudas 
Kamat died in New Delhi 
on Wednesday following 
a massive heart attack. He 
was 63.

According to a family 
friend, Kamat complained 
of severe chest pain while 
having his morning tea at 
his home. He called out his 
driver who rushed him to a 
hospital in Chanakyapuri 
where he died within min-
utes.

Kamat, 63, is survived 
by wife Maharookh and 
son Sunil.

His body will be flown 
to Mumbai on Wednesday 
night and the funeral shall 
be held in Chembur on 
Thursday afternoon, said 
a party official.

Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi, former 
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and Nationalist 
Congress Party President 
Sharad Pawar and Mahar-
ashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis, among 

other leaders, condoled 
the death.

UPA Chairperson So-
nia Gandhi visited the hos-
pital where Kamat passed 
away and placed a wreath 
on his body.

Respected across par-
ty lines, the late Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee had picked Kamat 
as part of a four-member 
official delegation to the 
UN in 2003 along with 
former Prime Minister 
I.K. Gujral and former 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah.

A five-time Lok Sab-
ha member from Mum-
bai, Kamat served as 
Union Minister of State 
for Home in 2009 but 
abruptly resigned in 2011 
citing “personal reasons” 
after his appointment 
as Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for 
Drinking Water and Sani-
tation.

He served as Union 
Minister of State for Com-
munications and IT.

Ranchi, Aug. 22 (PTI): 
An urn containing the 
ashes of Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee was today brought 
to Jharkhand, the state 
created during his prime 
ministership.

The ashes, collected 
by BJP’s Jharkhand unit 
president Laxman Gilua in 
New Delhi, are likely to be 
immersed in five rivers of 
the state tomorrow, party 
sources said.

The urn was brought 
from the airport here in 
a procession to an audi-
torium where Governor 
Droupadi Murmu, Chief 
Minister Raghubar Das 
and others remembered 
Vajpayee at a programme.

“I have only a few 

words to pay tribute (to 
Vajpayee) because his 
character, ability and wis-
dom cannot be defined in 
words,” Murmu said.

Stating that she came 
to public life seeing Vaj-
payee’s ideology, Murmu 
said he worked for con-
necting village to village, 
panchayat to panchayat, 
district to district, state 
to state and individual to 
individual.

Jharkhand was created 
on November 15, 2000, on 
the birth anniversary of 
iconic tribal leader Birsa 
Munda, she said adding 
that a separate tribal af-
fairs ministry was also cre-
ated during the time when 
Vajpayee was the prime 

minister.
In his address, Chief 

Minister Raghubar Das 
said he believed that even 
now Vajpayee was among 
the people and would re-
main with them as his 
ideals give inspiration to 
them.

“A person like Atal ji 
takes birth in ages, (he 
was) a karma yogi, orator, 
successful political leader 
and a poet,” Das said.

Besides Jharkhand, Va-
jpayee created two others 
states - Uttarakhand and 
Chhattisgarh, he said.

Assembly Speaker Di-
nesh Oraon, Leader of Op-
position Hemant Soren 
and others also spoke on 
the occasion.

New Delhi, Aug 22 (PTI): 
Satyapal Malik, the newly 
appointed governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir, will 
be administered the oath 
of office tomorrow, ending 
the five-decade-long prac-
tice of retired bureaucrats 
being appointed to the 
post, officials said today.

Malik (72) has the ex-
perience of working with 
almost all political hues 
of the country, and will be 
the first career politician to 
assume the position after 
Karan Singh, who held the 
office from 1965 to 1967.

Malik, former governor 
of Bihar, arrived in Srina-
gar in a chartered plane 
today.

Outgoing Governor N 
N Vohra, who was at the 
helm of affairs for the last 
10 years, today called on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on a courtesy visit.

He also met Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh. 

The militancy-hit state 
is at present under the 
Governor’s rule after the 
BJP withdrew support 
from its alliance partner 
PDP in June this year.

Vohra, a 1959-batch 
Punjab cadre IAS officer, 
had remained the choice 
of the central government 
irrespective of the party in 

power due to his knowl-
edge, expertise and nego-
tiation skills.

Just as he saw Jammu 
and Kashmir through its 
worst crises, including the 
Amarnath agitation row in 
2008, Vohra also witnessed 
the rise and fall of mili-
tancy in Punjab.

He was the home sec-
retary of Punjab after Op-
eration Blue Star in 1984 
when the state was in the 
thick of a bloody strug-
gle for Khalistan, and the 
Army stormed into the 
Golden Temple.

In 1993, soon after the 
serial bombings in Mum-
bai, Vohra was appointed 
the Union home secretary. 
From 1990 to 1993, he was 
the defence secretary.

After his retirement in 
1994, he had submitted 
a report of a committee, 
which studied the prob-
lem of criminalisation 
in politics and examined 
the criminal-politician-
bureaucrat nexus in In-
dia.

Malik, who will be tak-
ing over the reins tomor-
row, is a career politician 
who started as a student 
leader in Meerut Univer-
sity and became an MLA 
of Charan Singh’s Bhartiya 
Kranti Dal from Baghpat, 
in Uttar Pradesh, in 1974.

Kolkata, Aug. 22 (IANS): 
The CBI has written to 
the West Bengal police 
chief wanting to question 
four senior IPS officers in 
the state, including Kolk-
ata Police Commissioner 
Rajiv Kumar, in connec-
tion with the multi-crore 
Saradha chit fund scam, 
an agency official said on 
Wednesday.

The letter sent to state’s 
Director General of Police 
Virendra by the Central 

Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) mentions city police 
chief Rajiv Kumar, Ad-
ditional Commissioner 
Vinit Goel, IG (Rail) Tamal 
Bose and former state CID 
chief Pallav Kanti Ghosh 
for questioning.

All three of them were 
members of the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
formed to probe the ponzy 
scam before the CBI took 
over the case.

“CBI is probing the 

case under the direction 
of the Supreme Court. 
The agency has already 
questioned many people 
directly or indirectly asso-
ciated with the case. 

“It is possible that 
the slueths might need 
to talk to these officers 
for certain clarifications 
required to take the inves-
tigation forward as they 
were part of the initial 
investigating team,” the 
CBI official said.

One for Kerala

ter (and) offered unbeliev-
able help to us for manag-
ing this tragedy,” added 
Chandy. He urged Modi to 
remove obstacles against 
acceptance of foreign fi-
nancial aid.
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Jerusalem, Aug. 22 (AFP): 
US President  Donald 
Trump’s national security 
adviser warned Wednes-
day that the United States 
would  respond “ver y 
strongly” if Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad uses 
chemical weapons in an 
offensive to retake Idlib 
province.

“We now see plans for 
the Syrian regime to re-
sume offensive military 
activities in Idlib province,” 
John Bolton told a press 
conference during a visit to 
Jerusalem.

“We are obviously con-
cerned about the possibility 
that Assad may use chemi-
cal weapons again,” he said.

“Just so there’s no con-
fusion here, if the Syrian re-
gime uses chemical weap-
ons we will respond very 
strongly and they really 
ought to think about this a 
long time.”

The northern province 
of Idlib is home to the last 

US national security adviser John Bolton adjusts his spectacles as he gives a press conference in 
Jerusalem on August 20.

People wait in the streets after evacuating from buildings in 
Caracas, following an earthquake that struck the Venezuelan north 
eastern state of Sucre.

major rebel bastion in Syria.
In April the United 

States, France and Brit-
ain launched joint missile 
strikes on Syrian targets 
in response to an alleged 

chemical weapons attack 
in the town of Douma that 
left scores dead.

Bolton also said that 
the Trump administration 
was not seeking to oust 

Iran’s leadership with its 
reimposition of sanctions 
on Tehran.

“Regime change in Iran 
is not American policy but 
what we want is massive 

Rabat, Aug. 22 (IANS): Moroccan King Mo-
hammed VI has pardoned 160 people con-
victed in connection with the protests that 
rocked the Rif region in northern Morocco 
in late 2016, the media reported.

Citing sources at the Moroccan Justice 
Ministry, Le360.ma news site on Tuesday 
mentioned that the pardoning of these pro-
testers came on the occasion of Eid.

The ministry said in an official state-
ment earlier that the king had pardoned 
889 inmates on the occasion of Eid, but did 
not specify their background, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The list of the freed people did not in-
clude any of the leaders of the protests, who 

were sentenced to up to 20 years in prison 
in June. In late June, a Moroccan court 
sentenced Nasser Zefzafi, figurehead of the 
protests, along with three other leaders, to 
20-year imprisonment.

Another 49 people were sentenced to 
15-year jail term, along with fines, by the 
Casablanca Court.

The sentences given to the Rif protest-
ers sparked outrage in Morocco, and many 
rallies and sit-ins were staged to call for the 
release of the jailed activists. The protests 
broke out in October 2016, when fish ven-
dor Mouhcine Fikri was crushed to death 
after climbing into a rubbish lorry to retrieve 
his swordfish confiscated by police.

New York, Aug. 22 (PTI): Donald Trump 
has suffered a double blow after his former 
campaign chief Paul Manafort was found 
guilty of fraud and his ex lawyer Michael 
Cohen admitted to paying hush money 
to porn star Stormy Daniels ahead of the 
2016 US election, potentially leaving the 
US president in legal jeopardy. 

In a stunning admission that implicates 
Trump, his former lawyer Cohen pleaded 
guilty to buying the silence of two women 
about their alleged affairs with Trump. 

Cohen (51) pleaded guilty in the South-
ern District of New York to charges of 
tax evasion, making false statements to 
a federally-insured bank, and campaign 
finance violations. 

The most-stunning admission he made 
in court before US District Judge William 
Pauley was that in 2016, Cohen had made 
payments of USD 280,000 to silence two 
women, who otherwise planned to speak 
publicly about their alleged affairs with a 
presidential candidate, thereby “intending 
to influence the 2016 presidential election”.

The presidential candidate here is 
Trump and the payments were to adult 
film actress Daniels and a former Playboy 
playmate, a clear implication of the presi-
dent. Cohen’s sentencing is scheduled for 
December 12. 

Cohen told the judge that the payments 
to the women were made “in coordination 
with and at the direction of a candidate 

tial election. Yesterday’s events represent 
a significant victory for Mueller, who has 
been under pressure from Trump’s sup-
porters to wind up what the president calls 
a “witch hunt”.

The Virginia trial of Manafort did not 
delve into the nature of Trump campaign 
contacts with Russia, which is the focus of 
the Mueller investigation. But the convic-
tion of a figure as prominent as Manafort, 
who ran the Trump campaign for a crucial 
five-month period in 2016, was a blow to 
the White House and a boost for the special 
counsel.

Prosecutors presented evidence that 
Manafort had lied in seeking personal 
loans and lied to the Internal Revenue 
Service in reporting income related to his 
political consulting work in Ukraine and 
elsewhere.

The outcomes of the two cases also 
raised grave questions about Trump’s judg-
ment. Since his election, his national se-
curity adviser, personal lawyer, campaign 
chairman, deputy campaign manager and 
a foreign policy aide have all admitted or 
been convicted of crimes. 

With two former aides to the president 
facing jail time, observers said the outcome 
of the separate, high-profile prosecutions 
could represent a turning point in Trump’s 
presidency in which the months-long in-
vestigations into his former dealings begin 
to leave a mark.

for federal office and “for the principal 
purpose of influencing the election” for 
president in 2016.

Trump has not been named by federal 
prosecutors in the charges against Cohen 
but has been identified as “Individual 1.”

The extraordinary admission came 
minutes after Trump’s former campaign 
chairman, 69-year-old Manafort, was 

convicted of five counts of tax fraud, two 
counts of bank fraud and one count of 
failure to disclose a foreign bank account. 
The jury was unable to reach a verdict on 
the remaining 10 counts, and the judge 
declared a mistrial on those charges.

The two cases arose from special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into 
Russian interference in the 2016 presiden-

Seoul, Aug. 22 (AFP): Cling-
ing to each other for every 
last second, elderly North 
and South Korean family 
members allowed to meet 
for the first time in nearly 
seven decades bid tearful 
farewells on Wednesday, 
probably forever.

Millions of people were 
swept apart by the 1950-53 
Korean War, which left the 
peninsula split by the im-
penetrable Demilitarized 
Zone (DMZ) and sepa-
rated brothers and sisters, 
parents and children and 
husbands and wives.

Over the years most 
have died, and fewer than 
60,000 South Koreans 
remain alive who have 
registered to meet their 
Northern kin at the oc-
casional cross-border re-
unions - this week’s are the 
first for three years.

Those survivors lucky 
enough to be chosen to 
take part - 89 families this 
time, with a similar num-
ber to follow later this week 
- must cram a lifetime’s 
relationship into just three 
days.

When they come to an 
end, the realities of age and 
the nuclear-armed North’s 
isolation mean they are 
unlikely ever to see each 
other again.

The relatives burst into 
tears when a loudspeaker 
announcement in a ban-
queting hall at the North’s 
scenic Mount Kumgang 
resort declared: “The re-
union is over.”

One of the oldest peo-
ple taking part, 99-year-old 
Southerner Han Shin-ja, 
was ushered towards the 
door but refused to take a 
step further, hugging her 
two Northern daughters 
and crying.

Han was the last South-
erner to leave the room, 
where North Koreans re-
mained scattered, dazed 
and in tears, with wait-
resses also crying as they 
removed the used plates.

Southerner Lee Ki-
soon (91) held his North-
ern son tightly in his arms, 
smiling broadly and telling 
him: “I’m not fake. You 
have a father.”

Others could not bear 

change in the regime’s be-
haviour,” he said.

Bolton arrived in Israel 
on Sunday for three days 
of talks expected to focus 
mainly on Iran and its pres-
ence in Syria.

Israel and Syria share a 
border and Iran is backing 
Assad in his country’s civil 
war, along with Russia and 
Iranian-backed Lebanese 
Shiite militant group Hez-
bollah.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
pledged to prevent Iran 
from entrenching itself mil-
itarily in Syria, and a series 
of recent strikes that killed 
Iranians there has been at-
tributed to Israel.

“Every time that Iran 
has brought missiles or 
other threatening weapons 
into Syria in recent months 
Israel has struck those tar-
gets,” Bolton said.

“I think that’s a legiti-
mate act of self-defence on 
the part of Israel,” he added.

San Francisco, Aug. 22 (IANS): Face-
book has removed 652 fake accounts for 
“coordinated inauthentic behaviour” 
that originated in Iran and Russia and 
targeted people across multiple Inter-
net services in the Middle East, Latin 
America, Britain and the US.

According to Facebook, some of the 
fake Pages, groups and accounts origi-
nated in Iran and some in Russia.

“We’re still investigating, and we 
have shared what we know with the US 
and UK governments. Since there are 
US sanctions involving Iran, we’ve also 
briefed the US Treasury and State 
D e p a r t - ments,” Nathaniel 
Glei- cher, Head 

of Cyber- security Policy 
at Facebook, said in a statement on 
Tuesday.

These sanctions allow companies 
to provide people Internet services for 
personal communications, including the 
government and its affiliates.

“But Facebook takes steps to prevent 
people in Iran and other sanctioned 
countries from using our ad tools,” said 
Gleicher.

Facebook also removed Pages, 
groups and accounts that can be linked 
to sources the US government has previ-
ously identified as Russian military intel-
ligence services.

“While these are some of the same 
bad actors we removed for cybersecurity 
attacks before the 2016 US election, this 
more recent activity focused on politics 
in Syria and Ukraine,” Facebook said.

For example, these accounts are as-
sociated with Inside Syria Media Centre, 
which the Atlantic Council and other 
organisations have identified for covertly 

spreading pro-Russian and pro-Assad 
content.

“We’re working closely with US law 
enforcement on this investigation, 
and we appreciate their help. These 
investigations are ongoing - and given 
the sensitivity we aren’t sharing more 
information about what we removed,” 
Facebook added.

Facebook acted on these accounts 
after FireEye, a global cybersecurity firm, 
gave it information in July about “Lib-
erty Front Press”, a network of Facebook 
Pages as well as accounts on other online 
services.

Based on FireEye’s tip, Facebook 
started an investigation into “Liberty 

Front Press” and identified additional 
accounts and Pages from their network.

“We are able to link this network to 
Iranian state media through publicly 
available website registration informa-
tion, as well as the use of related IP ad-
dresses and Facebook Pages sharing the 
same admins,” Facebook informed.

The first “Liberty Front Press” ac-
counts were created in 2013. Some of 
these attempted to conceal their loca-
tion, and primarily posted political con-
tent focused on the Middle East, as well 
as the UK, US, and Latin America.

Beginning in 2017, they increased 
their focus on the UK and US.

Accounts and Pages linked to “Lib-
erty Front Press” typically posed as news 
and civil society organisations sharing 
information in multiple countries with-
out revealing their true identity, said 
Facebook.

Facebook recently deleted 32 Pages 
and accounts attempting to influence 
the US mid-term elections.

Caracas, Aug. 22 (IANS): 
An earthquake measuring 
7.3 on the Richter scale has 
jolted Venezuela’s northeast 
coast, with no immediate 
reports of casualties.

The Venezuelan Seis-
mological Research Foun-
dation (Funvisis) said the 
quake occurred on Tuesday 
evening at 5:31 p.m., with 
the epicentre located 19 
km southeast of the town 
of Yaguaraparo, in Sucre 
state, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The quake was felt in 
surrounding regions, in-
cluding the states of Nueva 
Esparta, Monagas, Bolivar, 
Delta Amacuro, Aragua and 
Carabobo, and the capital 
Caracas, Interior Minister 
Nestor Reverol said. People 
were forced to evacuate 
buildings in the capital.

The strong tremor, 
which cracked walls and 
streets, was also felt in near-
by Trinidad and Tobago, 
and as far as Colombia’s 
capital Bogota, where the 
international airport was 
briefly closed.

The US Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Centre earlier is-
sued a warning saying de-
structive tsunami waves 
were possible, but later re-
vised its forecast, saying 
that there was no tsunami 
threat from the quake.

“No victims have been 
reported as yet,” the min-
ister said in a televised ad-
dress, adding officials were 
monitoring the situation to 
assess any damage.

“We are calling for the 
utmost calm and patience,” 
Reverol said.

The central government 
was in contact with state 
governors to coordinate 
monitoring efforts, the 
minister added.

According to the US 
Geological Survey, which 
monitors earthquake activ-
ity around the world, the 
quake was the largest to 
strike Venezuela since 1900, 
with a magnitude of 7.3 on 
the Richter scale, but it hit 
at a depth of more than 
123 km below the ground, 
appearing to have caused 
limited damage.

to look each other in the 
eyes.

The intensely emotion-
al meetings symbolise the 
pain of the division of the 
Korean peninsula.

Wartime hostilities 

ceased with an armistice 
rather than a peace treaty, 
leaving the two Koreas 
technically still at war and 
with all direct civilian ex-
changes - even mundane 
family news - banned.

The meetings have 
long been subject to the 
vagaries of politics and are 
often used as a negotiating 
tool by Pyongyang, which 
constantly stresses the im-
portance of unification, 

despite the two countries’ 
now wildly different societ-
ies and economies.

The reunions were 
halted for three years as 
relations worsened with 
the North accelerating its 

pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons and ballistic missiles.

But after a rapid dip-
lomatic thaw the North’s 
leader Kim Jong Un and 
the South’s President Moon 
Jae-in agreed to restart 
them at their first summit 
in April in the DMZ.

Kim and US President 
Donald Trump also held a 
landmark summit in Sin-
gapore in June, but Pyong-
yang has yet to make clear 
what concessions it is will-
ing to make on its nuclear 
arsenal.

The UN’s  nuclear 
watchdog said on Monday 
it had not seen any indica-
tions nuclear activities had 
stopped in the North, and 
Washington is looking to 
maintain sanctions pres-
sure on Pyongyang.

As the morning session 
began, South Korean Kim 
Byung-oh (88) started to 
sob as soon as his younger 
sister joined him at the 
table.

“Brother, don’t cry. Do 
not cry,” she said, squeez-
ing his hands hard, but his 
tears kept flowing, before 

his sister - who had bitten 
her lips to try to stay calm - 
also broke down.

They squeezed each 
other’s hands, without say-
ing a word, for nearly 10 
minutes.

“I didn’t know my fa-
ther would cry this much,” 
said Byung-oh’s son.

Many drew family trees 
on pieces of paper and ex-
changed relatives’ names 
and photos, according to 
South Korean pool reports.

After the South Ko-
reans boarded buses to 
take them back across the 
DMZ, their Northern rela-
tives - all wearing the ubiq-
uitous badges of the coun-
try’s leaders, and many of 
the women in traditional 
Korean dresses - were al-
lowed out to wave them 
goodbye.

Some pressed their 
hands to the coach win-
dows and others ran along-
side the vehicles, straining 
for a final glimpse of their 
loved ones.

“Let’s meet in Pyong-
yang after unification,” 
said one.
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Actor Idris Elba will not be the next James Bond. Speaking on 
the red carpet at the premiere of his new film “Yardie” here 
on Tuesday night, he squashed fans’ hopes that he might be 
taking over as the popular fictional character James Bond from 
actor Daniel Craig, reports dailymail.co.uk. The actor was asked 
if he preferred “shaken or stirred”, in a nod to the spy character’s 
favourite drink - a martini. Elba replied: “Stir fried actually.” He was 
then asked: “Am I looking at the next 007?” The actor responded 
with a firm “no”.

IANS 

Idris Elba will not play James Bond
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A
ctor Kunal Kapoor’s 
crowd funding 
platform Ketto has 
raised Rs 1.2 crore for 
rehabilitation work 

in flood-hit Kerala. He says it 
is overwhelming to see people 
come forward and support a 
cause.

Kerala has been hit hard by 
the worst floods in a century, 
leaving hundreds dead and 
thousands displaced and home-
less.

“Besides the incredible work 
being done by the army, there 
are a number of organisations 
and NGOs that are working tire-
lessly to rescue and rehabilitate 
people. We want to provide as 
much support as we can for 
these organisations so that they 
can effectively carry out their 
work,” Kunal said in a statement. 

“It’s so heartening to see so 
many people come forward to 

contribute and support this 
cause. We have raised Rs 1.2 
crore, but the work has just 
begun. There is an urgent 
need for food, medical 
and basic supplies. My 
appeal to people is 
to come forward 
and contribute as 
much as they can. 
Every donation will 
go a very long way,” he 
added. 

On the 
film front, the 
actor was last 
seen in “Gold”, 
a historical 
sports drama 
inspired by In-
dia’s first Olym-
pic gold medal. It 
also stars Akshay 
Kumar and Mouni 
Roy.

IANS

T
he Faith in Ac-
tion team from 
Nagaland has 
entered the next 
round of “India’s 

Got Talent” Season-8 in the 
Kolkata Audition which 
was held on Aug. 18 at Am-
ity University, New Town in 
Kolkata.

The 18 member team 
is headed by Deep Kumar, 
Founder/Coach of Faith 
in Action Taekwondo 
Academy and its members 
are: Alice, Elina Yepthomi, 
Diana, Irene Pokharel, Alito 
Sumi, Vinivi Swu, Monika 
Rai, Liike Kibami, Sunep 
Imsong, Kevin, Asa V. 
Chishi, Sanjay, Lokivi Aye, 
Altab,  Tiayanger, Anguvi, 
Kabo Yepthomi and Imna-
toshi Longkumer.  

The “India’s Got Tal-
ent” reality show which 
is telecast by Colors TV 
Channel provides platform 
to the talented people of 
all ages who dare to dream 

A
ctress Natalie 
Portman has 
closed a deal to 
direct and star 

in an untitled biopic 
about the identical twin 
sisters who wrote advice 
columns as Abigail Van 
Buren and Ann Landers.

The sisters were born 
in 1918. The Dear Abby 
column was launched in 
1956 by Pauline Esther 
Friedman in the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 
Her twin sister was born 
Esther Pauline Friedman 
and won a contest in 1955 
to take over the Ask Ann 
Landers advice column in 
the Chicago Sun-Times.

Both used straightfor-
ward styles in dispensing 
common sense advice. 
The competing columns 
led to the sisters having a 
bitter professional rivalry 
that lasted the rest of their 
lives.

Portman will play 
both sisters for the 
project, reports variety.
com.

Katie Robbins, a pro-
ducer and staff writer on 
the TV series “The Affair”, 
wrote the script. No start 
date has been set for the 
production. 

Portman made her 
directorial debut with the 
2015 Israeli drama “A Tale 
of Love and Darkness”.

IANS

24 
year-old Lindi Nienu released his new single 
“Chasing the New” produced by A StillFilms 
production on Wed. Aug. 22 in Kohima. 

At the release of his new release single, 
Nienu said “I just turned 24 today along with 

my release. So basically, this song is about moving on from my 
past, feeling more hopeful mentally and spiritually. The concept 
of the video is from darkness to light, dusk to dawn and at a bet-
ter place “.  

Kohima based Neinu recently completed his Master’s 
degree from Ambedkar University in Delhi. This is his first 

composed song and mentioned that another single is 
also on the way. 

“I was feeling pretty down with myself and 
where my life was heading starting from my 

2nd year in BA till my MA. I wrote this song 
last summer. I finally felt like I understood 
myself, my goal and where I wanted to go 
in life, all thanks to God. I was feeling pretty 
up until last summer during my Master’s. 
But then with God’s grace, I started reading 
books which helped to finally chase what 
I always wanted to in my heart-music and 
also spiritually “shared Nienu. 

His video is available on YouTube chan-
nel. 

Our correspondent 

S
inger Madonna responded to the 
backlash following her tribute to Aretha 
Franklin at the MTV Video Music Awards, 
saying she did not intend to do a tribute 
to her, but was asked by MTV to “share 

any anecdotes” she had about the late singer.
In an Instagram post congratulating video of 

the year winner Camila Cabello, Madonna ad-
dressed the controversy and offered some context 
as to why she spoke about Franklin, reports variety.
com.

“Just to clarify: I was asked to present video of 
the year by MTV,” she wrote.

She added: “And then they asked me to share 
any anecdotes I had in my career connected to 
Aretha Franklin. 

I shared a part of my journey and thanked 
Aretha for inspiring me along the way. I 
did not intend to do a tribute to her.

“That would be impossible in two 
minutes with all the noise and tinsel 
of an award show. I could never do her 
justice in this context or environment. 
Unfortunately most people have 
short attention spans, and are so 
quick to judge. I love Aretha!”

Many took to Twitter 
to criticise Madonna on 
Monday night for her 
words about Frank-
lin, who died at age 
76 last week. 

Madonna 
gave the 
widely criti-
cised speech 
while presenting 
the most coveted award 
of the night - Video of 
the Year - which went to 
Cabello.

IANS

and work hard to turn their 
dreams into reality.

Eight girls from the 
academy are taking part 
in this reality show for 
the first time to showcase 
their talent and will send 
across a message on the 
importance of self-defence 
for girls for their safety. The 
next round of competition 

for Faith in Action team 
will be held in Mumbai and 
the show will be aired next 
month.

The team has ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to Naga Christian Fel-
lowship Kolkata Pastor 
Hetovi Ayemi and Teaching 
Faculty of Kolkata Bible 
Seminary Pangpen Phom 

along with the parents and 
well wishers of Faith in Ac-
tion team for their constant 
support all the way through 
the audition. The team has 
appealed the people of 
Nagaland to support them 
and uphold them in their 
prayers for the team’s up-
coming round of audition.

EMN

“S
tar Wars: The Last Jedi” 
actress Kelly Marie 
Tran, the first woman 
of colour to play a lead 
role in “Star Wars”, has 

spoken out for the first time about the 
online harassment that caused her to 
wipe her social media accounts earlier 
this year.

Tran deleted all of her Instagram 
posts in June after being subjected to 
sexist and racist online abuse for her 
role as Rose Tico, reports variety.com.

“It wasn’t their words, it’s that I 
started to believe them,” Tran wrote in 
an essay for The New York Times.

“Their words seemed to confirm 
what growing up as a woman and a 
person of colour already taught me: 
that I belonged in margins and spaces, 
valid only as a minor character in their 
lives and stories,” she added.

She went on to explain that the 
ruthless criticism from trolls rein-
forced a narrative that she wasn’t good 
enough.

“Their words reinforced a narrative 
I had heard my whole life: that I was 
‘other’, that I didn’t belong, that I wasn’t 
good enough, simply because I wasn’t 
like them. And that feeling, I realise 
now, was, and is, shame, a shame for 
the things that made me different, a 

shame for the culture from which 
I came from. And to me, the 
most disappointing thing was 
that I felt it at all,” she said. 

She continued: “I be-
lieved those words, those 
stories, carefully crafted by 
a society that was built to 
uphold the power of one 
type of person - one sex, 
one skin tone, one exist-
ence.”

After Tran left 
social media last 
summer, “The 
Last Jedi” direc-
tor Rian John-
son and Tran’s 
co-stars Mark 
Hamill and 
John Boyega 
were among 
those who came 
to her defence.

Tran, who 
was born in Amer-
ica, is the daugh-
ter of Vietnamese 
refugees. She said she 
grew up feeling like she 
didn’t belong because 
she was different.

IANS

A fitness regime session was conducted for the Miss Dimapur 2018 contestants at Anytime Fitness in Dimapur on Wed. Aug. 22. The resource speaker was Senior Inspector of State Taxes, 
Dimapur Yanrenthung Yanthan.  The Subtitle for Fitness Icon will be judged from the fitness regime performance.
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Serena Williams

Johanna Konta 

Lewis Hamilton

Lionel Messi

AP/PTI

PSV’s Jorrit Hendrix, left, and BATE’s Jasse Tuominen head the ball 
during their Champions League play-off round, 1st leg soccer match at 
the Borisov-Arena stadium in Borisov, Belarus on Tue. Aug. 21.

Coach keeps Argentina 
guessing about Messi’s future

Serena tops Forbes list of 
highest paid female athletes

Konta out of final U.S. Open 
tune-up with viral illness

Woods surprised by overwhelming fan support

PSV poised to qualify for Champions League

Mkg. district inter-school 
football tourney from Sep. 5

Indian Open postponed 
due to Kerala floods

West Ham’s Wilshere out to prove a point at Arsenal

Hamilton leads F1 back from a busy August break

Buenos Aires, Aug. 22 
(PTI/AFP): Argentina’s in-
terim coach Lionel Scaloni 
refused to be drawn on Li-
onel Messi’s international 
future after leaving the 
five-time World Player of 
the Year out of his squad 
for upcoming friendlies 
next month.

L o c a l  m e d i a  h a d 
claimed the Barcelona star 
asked to be excused from 
international duty for Ar-
gentina’s four remaining 
friendlies in 2018, starting 
with a trip to the United 
States in September to play 
Guatemala and Colombia.

“I’ve spoken with Messi 
and from that conversa-
tion I picked my squad,” 
said Scaloni, who took 
over from the sacked Jorge 
Sampaoli after Argentina’s 
underwhelming World 
Cup last-16 elimination 
to eventual champions 
France.

“We didn’t speak about 
what could happen in 
the future. We know what 
Messi represents for us and 
we’ll see for the future.” 

Messi, 31, has retired 
from international duty 
once before after miss-
ing a penalty in Argen-
tina’s shoot-out defeat by 

Chile, for the second year 
running, in the 2016 Copa 
America final.

That lasted little more 
than a month, though, be-
fore Messi returned to the 
blue and white shirt for 
Argentina’s 2018 World Cup 
qualifying campaign.

As it turned out, the 
twice former world cham-
pions were on the brink of 
elimination until a Messi 
hat-trick in their final qual-
ifier earned a 3-1 come-
from-behind victory away 
to Ecuador and a place at 
the global showpiece in 

Russia.
He failed to dazzle 

there, though, and hasn’t 
spoken publically since 
the South Americans beat 
Nigeria in the group stage 
to earn a spot in the knock-
out rounds.

Messi wasn’t the only 

Argentine star to be left off 
Scaloni’s list as Manchester 
City forward Sergio Ague-
ro, new AC Milan signing 
Gonzalo Higuain and Par-
is Saint-Germain winger 
Angel Di Maria were also 
missing.

“No player has told 
me he doesn’t want to be 
picked,” said Scaloni.

“It’s clear that we must 
include new people in this 
adventure. I’ve spoken to 
most players and they’re 
available.

“It’s the time to freshen 
things up. We’re convinced 
it’s the right time to call up 
these lads, they have huge 
potential.” 

In form domestic-
based pair Cristian Pavon 
of Boca Juniors and Matias 
Vargas of Velez Sarsfield 
were called up alongside 
young Inter Milan forward 
Lautaro Martinez and his 
recalled club team-mate 
Mauro Icardi.

Argentina play Guate-
mala on September 7 in 
Los Angeles before taking 
on Colombia in New York 
four days later.

They will  play two 
more friendlies in October 
and November against as 
yet unnamed opponents.

Toronto, Aug. 22 (Reuters): 
Serena Williams was the 
highest paid female ath-
lete for a third consecutive 
year in 2018, according to 
an annual list published 
by Forbes on Tuesday that 
was dominated by tennis 
players.

Williams, who returned 
to competition in March af-
ter giving birth last Septem-
ber, earned $62,000 in win-
nings over the past year but 
received $18.1 million from 
an endorsement portfolio 
unmatched among women 
in sports, Forbes said.

Williams, who will try 
to equal Margaret Court’s 
record of 24 grand slam 
titles when she competes 
at the Aug. 27-Sept. 9 U.S. 
Open in New York, earned 
twice as much off the court 
as any other female athlete, 
according to Forbes.

Dane Caroline Woz-
niacki, who captured her 
maiden grand slam title at 
this year’s Australian Open, 
was second on the list with 
combined earnings of ($13 
million) while reigning U.S. 
Open champion Sloane 
Stephens ($11.2 million) 
was third.

Spaniard Garbine Mu-
guruza ($11 million) and 
Russian Maria Sharapova 
($10.5 million) rounded out 

the top five.
Indian badminton play-

er P.V. Sindhu ($8.5 million) 
and retired race car driver 
Danica Patrick ($7.5 mil-
lion) were the only non-
tennis players to crack the 
top 10, filling up the seventh 
and ninth spots, respec-
tively.

In June, Forbes issued 
a ranking of the world’s 100 
highest-paid athletes and 
it did not feature a woman.

Serena Williams, who 
was the only woman on 
the list the previous year, 
dropped out of the chart 
while taking time off to have 
a baby.

Toronto, Aug. 22 (Reuters): 
British number one Johan-
na Konta withdrew from 
the final U.S. Open tune-up 
event in Connecticut with 
a viral illness, tournament 
organisers said on Tuesday.

Konta, who beat Ger-
man Laura Siegemund in 
the first round of the Con-
necticut Open, was due to 
face Spaniard Carla Suarez 
Navarro on Tuesday in New 
Haven.

Paramus, Aug. 22 (Re-
uters): Fourteen-time ma-
jor winner Tiger Woods says 
the support he has received 
from the galleries this year 
shows how “appreciative” 
fans are of his latest come-
back effort.

The 42-year-old un-
derwent a fourth back sur-
gery in April last year that 
caused him to question 
whether he would ever play 
competitive golf again.

But since his return 
to the sport in Novem-
ber, Woods has gradually 
played his way into form 
and looked close to his best 
when he finished second 
at this month’s PGA Cham-
pionship.

London, Aug. 22 (Reuters): West Ham Unit-
ed midfielder Jack Wilshere is determined 
to show Arsenal what they missed out on 
when he visits his former club for the first 
time in the Premier League on Saturday.

Wilshere left Arsenal at the end of last 
season following the expiry of his contract, 
ending a 17-year stay at the North London 
side since joining the club’s academy at the 
age of nine.

“It’s down to me to prove a point to Ar-
senal that they were wrong to get rid of me,” 
the 26-year-old Wilshere told West Ham’s 
match-day programme.

Wilshere struggled with injuries and loss 
of form at Arsenal and spent their 2016-17 
campaign on loan at Bournemouth. He 
forced his way back into the team last 
season but was allowed to leave after Unai 
Emery replaced Arsene Wenger as manager.

“It’ll be a strange one for me as I was 

The world number 46 
is currently the only British 
woman with direct entry 
into the main draw of the 
Aug. 27-Sept. 9 U.S. Open, 
where last year she was 
seeded seventh and suf-
fered a shock defeat in the 
first round.

Konta, who last year 
became the first British 
woman to reach the Wim-
bledon semi-finals, was 
enjoying an encouraging 
North American hardcourt 
campaign after reaching 
the quarter-finals in San 
Jose and round of 16 in 
Montreal.

Three weeks ago in San 
Jose, Konta handed 23-time 
Grand Slam champion Ser-
ena Williams the worst de-
feat of her career in her 
most impressive win of the 
season.

Spa-Francorchamps, Aug. 
22 (Reuters): Lewis Ham-
ilton has reasons to be 
cheerful as Formula One 
regroups in Belgium with 
plenty of developments to 
digest after an August break 
punctuated by headline-
grabbing moves and an-
nouncements.

Spa has been good to 
the Mercedes man in recent 
years and last season the 
Briton took a record pole 
position before celebrating 
a win that set him on a run 
of success that culminated 
in a fourth title.

This time he returns 
with a 24-point lead over 
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, 
compared to a 14-point 
deficit last time around.

Even if the weekend 
turns out to be cold and 
wet, as is so often the case at 
the historic track in the Ar-
dennes forests, Hamilton’s 

spirits are unlikely to be 
dampened after a refresh-
ing few weeks away.

“The second half (of the 
season) is always exciting, 
it’s always intense, particu-
larly when we go to the long 
hauls,” Hamilton said after 
winning in Hungary at the 
end of July.

“The second half is usu-
ally ... it gets a bit better on 
our side,”

With nine races to go, 
the championship could 
still swing either way and 
Mercedes team boss Toto 
Wolff is making no predic-
tions.

“If  this season has 
taught us one thing, it’s that 
there are no clear favourites 
for specific tracks anymore 
and that it’s not always the 
fastest car that wins,” he 
said in a team preview for 
Sunday’s race.

 “Instead, the competi-

tive balance seems to swing 
back and forth from circuit 
to circuit. What is clear is 
that our competitors are 
pushing extremely hard 
and put up a very tough 
fight.”

Ferrari will also fancy 
their chances, with their car 
showing plenty of pace and 
Kimi Raikkonen standing 
on the brink of a milestone 
100th podium after finish-
ing in the top three in his 

Dimapur, Aug. 22 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung Dis-
trict Football Association 
(MDFA) issued a press re-
lease through its general 
secretary stating that the as-
sociation will be organising 
the 2nd Edition of Mokokc-
hung District Inter- School 
Football Tournament for 
boys, from Sep. 5 till the 8th 
at the Imkongmeren Sports 

Complex.
The tournament is 

organised under the ae-
gis of District Education 
Office, Mokokchung and 
Co-sponsored by Nehru 
Yuva Kendra, Mokokchung. 
Registration of forms will 
be available at 3Kit Photo 
House (AM. Road) from 
Aug. 22, and the last date for 
submission will be Sep. 1.

Bengaluru, Aug. 22 (Re-
uters): World snooker has 
postponed next month’s 
Indian Open in Kerala due 
to severe flooding that has 
claimed nearly 400 lives.

The event was sched-
uled to be held in Kochi 
from Sept. 18-22 but the 
World Professional Billiards 
and Snooker Association 
(WPBSA) said they would 
explore alternative dates.

The worst floods in 
the state in a century has 
claimed 383 lives, razed 
tens of thousands of homes, 
and washed away roads and 
bridges.

Around 1.3 million are 

sheltering in thousands of 
relief camps.

“Among the tragic 
events I have witnessed 
through the media during 
the past few days, we’ve 
been moved by the resil-
ience of those affected and 
I am looking forward to 
returning to the area soon,” 
WPBSA chairman Jason 
Ferguson said in a state-
ment.

“On behalf of the play-
ers I’d like to say that our 
thoughts are with all of the 
people affected,” Shaun 
Murphy, the chairman of 
the WPBSA players com-
mission, added.

last five races.
The 38-year-old Finn is 

a four-times winner at Spa, 
including Ferrari’s most 
recent victory at the long, 
sweeping high-speed cir-
cuit that represents one of 
the greatest challenges for 
any racing driver.

Raikkonen’s future is 
also in the spotlight after 
a summer flurry of driver 
moves, including double 
world champion Fernando 
Alonso’s decision to leave 
Formula One at the end of 
the year.

Sauber’s Monegasque 
rookie Charles Leclerc is 
strongly tipped to step up to 
Ferrari but Raikkonen could 
still find a home elsewhere.

Despite the August fac-
tory shutdowns, the break 
was less of a lull than usual 
with Australian Daniel Ric-
ciardo triggering a shock-
wave with his decision to 

leave Red Bull for Renault 
in 2019.

That  was fol lowed 
by Spaniard Carlos Sainz 
switching from Renault to 
McLaren, following that 
team’s Alonso announce-
ment, and Red Bull con-
firming Pierre Gasly this 
week as Ricciardo’s suc-
cessor.

The situation at Force 
India, who will come out 
of administration after a 
takeover led by the billion-
aire father of Williams’ Ca-
nadian driver Lance Stroll, 
means the driver merry-go-
round has some spinning 
to do yet.

One of those who could 
feature in that is McLar-
en’s teenage British reserve 
Lando Norris, who will be 
making his Friday practice 
debut in Alonso’s car before 
returning to his Formula 
Two duties.

never able to go there and play when I went 
out on loan as you can’t play against your 
parent club,” Wilshere added. “But it’s one 
I’m looking forward to... I quite fancy our 
chances.”

West Ham and Arsenal have made 
tough starts to the new campaign, losing 
both their matches.

Jack Wilshere 

“I think people are 
more appreciative,” Woods 
told reporters ahead of a 
practice round at Ridge-
wood Country Club on 
Tuesday. “They’ve all gone 
through it - when you get 

to your forties you’re feel-
ing it.

“They know I’m at 
the tail-end of my career. 
I don’t know how many 
years I’ve got left but I’m 
certain I’m not like I was 

Eindhoven (The Nether-
lands), Aug. 22 (IANS): PSV 
Eindhoven defeated hosts 
BATE Borisov 3-2 in the 
first leg of their Champi-
ons League qualifier, while 
Benfica could manage only 
a 1-1 draw at home to PAOK 
Salonika.

Red Star  Belgrade, 
meanwhile, deadlocked 
0-0 with visiting Salzburg in 
the Tuesday’s other match, 
reports Efe news.

PSV, who won Europe’s 
elite club competition 30 
years ago, fell behind early 
in Borisov, conceding a goal 
to Jasse Tuominen in the 
9th minute, but pulled level 
in the 35th minute as Gas-
ton Pereira converted from 
the penalty spot.

The visitors took a 2-1 
lead just after the hour mark 
on a strike by Hirving Lo-
zano and seemed assured 
of victory until the 88th 

when I was 22. At 42, it’s a 
different ball game.”

Woods, who is eligible 
for the FedEx Cup playoffs 
for the first time since 2013, 
will tee off on Thursday at 
the Northern Trust, the first 
of the four events.

He is undaunted by the 
prospect of having to play 
three consecutive tourna-
ments for the first time 
in more than five years to 
qualify for the season-end-
ing Tour Championship.

“That’s a lot of golf 
(coming up),” he added. 
“It’s about pacing myself 
and making sure I don’t 
practice too much and 
don’t overdo it and making 
sure my training schedule 

goes well.
“One of the hardest 

things from this year is 
trying to find the right bal-
ance, but as the summer 
has went on I’ve gotten 
better.”

Woods finished 11th 
in the U.S. standings, out-
side the eight players who 
qualified automatically for 
the U.S. Ryder Cup team af-
ter the PGA Championship, 
but is a strong contender 
to be named as one of Jim 
Furyk’s four captain’s picks.

The former world num-
ber one is on the team as a 
vice-captain, a role he filled 
at the 2016 Ryder Cup and 
2017 Presidents Cup while 
out with his back injury.

Tiger Woods 

minute, when veteran Al-
exander Hleb equalized 
for BATE, a minute before 
PSV’s Donyell Malen scored 
to nail down the win.

Benfica, trying to get 
back to the Champions 
League after an absence of 
eight years, created a ton 
of chances against PAOK, 
yet their only success came 
from the penalty spot: a 
conversion by Pizzi Fer-
nandes in first half stop-
page time.

The Greek side, who 
eliminated the likes of Ba-
sel and Spartak Moscow 
to reach the final qualify-
ing round, are in pursuit 
of their first experience of 
Champions League foot-
ball.

With less than 15 min-
utes left in regulation, PA-
OK’s Amr Warda pounced 
on the rebound after a shot 

by teammate Fernando 
Varela hit the cross-bar and 

put the ball in the net to 
make it 1-1.
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Players of United 16 FC (in green) and Vanguard FC, fights for the ball during their league match at the ongoing Kohima Football League at 
the Kohima local ground on Wed. Aug. 22.

EM Images

Gold medalist shooter Rahi Sarnobat poses for photographs after the presentation ceremony of women's 
25m pistol event during the 18th Asian Games at Palembang, in Indonesia on Wed. Aug. 22.

PTI

Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli, third from left, congratulate teammates after they won the third cricket test match against England by 
203 runs at Trent Bridge in Nottingham, England on Wed. Aug. 22. 

AP/PTI

Stuart Broad 

Poland forward Robert Lewandowski says the support of fans has given 
him motivation to help Bayern Munich win titles this season despite 
expressing a desire to leave in May.

Rahi Sarnobat becomes first Indian female 
shooter to win gold at Asian Games

Lewandowski breaks silence on wish to leave Bayern Munich

KFL: Ketholetuo's brace help Vanguard FC beat United 16 FC 2-1

Broad found guilty of breaching ICC code of conduct

Japan dethrone China for 1st time in 
two decades in women's badminton

Indians create history in men's hockey Clinical India outclass England in 3rd Test
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Palembang, Aug. 22 (PTI): 
Rahi Sarnobat today be-
came the first Indian female 
shooter to win a gold at the 
Asian Games, achieving 
the rare feat after a nerve-
wracking 25m air pistol fi-
nals here today.

The 27-year-old held 
her nerve to pip Thailand's 
Naphaswan Yangpaiboon 
in a heart-stopping contest 
after both were tied at 34 
points following 10 series of 
five shots each, taking it to a 
shoot-off.

Both found the target 
four times in the shoot-off, 
leading to another shoot-off 
where Rahi shot three and 
the Thai two, ensuring a his-
toric gold for the Kohlapur-
born shooter. 

The bronze went to 
South Korea's Kim Minjung.

Rahi was in the lead for 
the major part of the final 
and her first 10 shots were 
on target. She got a five out 
five even in the sixth series.

With her stellar effort, 
Rahi became the second 

gold medallist from the In-
dian shooting contingent 
after 16-year-old Saurabh 
Chaudhary had shot a gold 
in the 10m pistol finals yes-
terday. 

She is also the sixth In-
dian to shoot a gold at the 
Games, joining Chaudhary, 
Jaspal Rana, Randhir Singh, 
Jitu Rai and Ronjan Sodhi. 
Her 34 in the finals also 
ended up as a joint Games 
Record.

The talented Manu 
Bhaker cracked under pres-

No t t i n g h a m , Au g . 2 2 
(IANS):  India staged a 
stunning comeback in the 
five-match Test rubber on 
Wednesday by thrashing 
England by 203 runs in the 
third Test at Trent Bridge 
here.

In their pursuit of 521 
runs for victory, England 
resumed their innings at 
311/9 on the final morn-
ing and lasted a little over 
two overs before losing the 
final wicket of James An-
derson (11) to off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin. Eng-
land's innings closed at 317.

Earlier on day 4, In-
dia pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
wrecked the English line-up 
to return with five wickets. 
He was complimented well 
by the senior pro Ishant 
Sharma (2/70) while fellow 
quicks Mohammed Shami 
and Hardik Pandya contrib-
uted with one wicket apiece.

England will have to 
blame themselves as the 
top order flopped against 
a disciplined Indian attack.

England's  opening 
conundrum continued 
to haunt them with both 
Alastair Cook and Keaton 
Jennings failing in both the 
innings while skipper Joe 

Berlin, Aug. 22 (AFP): Bay-
ern Munich's star striker 
Robert Lewandowski has 
broken his silence about 
w a n t i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e 
Bundesliga giants in May 
-- but insists he is ready to 
win titles again this season 
with the Bavarians.

"In April, May, almost 
everyone took a shot at 
me," Lewandowski, who 
turned 30 on Tuesday, told 
German magazine Sport 
Bild.

"I felt no protection 
from the club and felt alone 
in the situation.

"I didn't score in two or 
three important games and 
suddenly it was 'fire at will 
against Lewandowski'.

"I didn't see anyone 
behind me at the time.

"Neither of the bosses 
defended me," he add-
ed referring to Bayern's 
president Uli Hoeness and 
chairman Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge.

This is the first time the 

Jakarta, Aug. 22 (IANS): Chi-
na failed to snatch its sixth 
consecutive gold medal in 
women's badminton team 
event after losing to top-
seeded Japan 1-3 in the 18th 
Asian Games final here on 
Wednesday.

Top singles player Chen 
Yufei propelled China to a 
leading position through 
her 21-15, 21-12 victory over 
Yamaguchi Akane, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Yufei took charge from 
the start with her high-
quality smashes to build a 

4-0 lead, and from an 11-all 
draw at the changeover, 
she pulled away the game. 
The proceedings became 
easier for Chen in the sec-
ond game, as she stood firm 
to earn China a morale-
boosting opening victory.

In response, Japan's Fu-
kushima Yuki and Hirota 
Sayaka marched past Chen 
Qingchen and Jia Yifan 21-
12, 21-17.

The second singles 
match had greater impor-
tance. He Bingjiao of China 
lost 16-21, 21-19, 15-21 to 

Japanese Okuhara Nozomi. 
Bingjiao survived an injury 
scare in defending a stroke 
during the second game. 
She returned to court after 
a medical check, and went 
on to savour the victory of 
21-19.

In their debut at the 
tournament, Huang Dong-
ping and Zheng Yu lost to 
Olympic champions Matsu-
tomo Misaki and Takahashi 
Ayaka 21-16, 21-11 as Japan 
clinched the final 3-1. Hosts 
Indonesia and Thailand 
bagged the bronze medals.

Jakarta, Aug. 22 (IANS): The Indian men's 
hockey team scripted history by thrash-
ing minnows Hong Kong 26-0 in a Pool A 
encounter at the 18th Asian Games here on 
Wednesday.

This is the highest ever victory margin 
by India, breaking an 86-year-old record. 
The previous highest victory margin was 
24-1 against the US at the 1932 Los Angeles 
Olympics.

India were off to an explosive start with 
Akashdeep Singh (2nd minute) Manpreet 
Singh (3rd), Rupinder Pal Singh (4th, 5th) 
and S.V. Sunil, who scored twice in the 

seventh minute giving their team a 6-0 lead 
within the first seven minutes. Vivek Sagar 
Prasad scored with a deflection from a close 
range in the 13th minute to put India 7-0 
ahead by the end of the first quarter.

The Indians continued their rampage 
as Lalit Upadhay (17th, 18th, 35th, 55th) 
Mandeep (20th, 22nd), Amit Rohidoss 
(27th), Manpreet (28th), Varun Kumar 
(28th), Akashdeep (32nd, 39th), Sunil (45th), 
Dilpreet Singh (47th), Chenglensana Singh 
(51st), Harmanpreet Singh (52nd, 53rd, 
55th), Simranjeet Singh (53rd) and Rupin-
der (59th) finding the target.

No t t i n g h a m , Au g . 2 2 
(IANS): England fast bowler 
Stuart Broad has been fined 
15 per cent of his match fee 

for breaching Level 1 of the 
ICC Code of Conduct dur-
ing the second day of the 
third Test against India at 

striker has commented on 
his desire to leave Bayern, 
whose senior figures have 
repeatedly said there is no 
possibility of him leaving 
before his contract expires 
in 2021.

He has won eight titles 
in four years with Bayern, 
but Lewandowski was 
widely criticised in April 

and May after failing to 
score in the quarter and 
semi-finals of the Champi-
ons League, against Sevilla 
and Real Madrid respec-
tively, in two-legged ties.

L e w a n d ow s k i ,  l a s t 
season's top-scorer in the 
Bundesliga with 29 goals in 
30 league games, shocked 
the club in May when his 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Aug. 22 (EMN): Ketholetuo 
scored twice for Vanguard FC Tsemi-
nyu to beat bottom side United 16 
FC 2-1 at the ongoing 2nd Kohima 
Football league on Wed. Aug. 22 at the 
Kohima local ground. 

Despite the win, Vanguard FC will 
remain in 6th place with 11 points and 
bottom side United 16 FC will have 4 
points at the end of the 11th round.

United 16 FC winless streak con-
tinued as they failed to beat Vanguard 

FC in the encounter. United last win 
came in July 28 against New Market 
2-1.

With a match remaining, United 
will remain in the bottom with just 
four points of the 11 matches being 
played. 

Ketholetuo scored in the 16th 
minute for Vanguard FC to take the 
lead in the first half. 

United 16 came back stronger 
in the second half with talisman 
Longkhoi, restoring some parity as 

he scored the equaliser in the 61st 
minute.

But it didn't matter much as Keth-
oletuo scored again in the 80th min-
ute to win the match for Vanguard FC.

During the match, Kamiirang of 
Vanguard FC and Hriizhiio of United 
16 FC were both cautioned with a yel-
low card each.

Thursday's fixture
New Market FC vs Khriekesa FC at 

12 noon 
Twenty X1 vs Vanguard FC at 2 pm

agent Pini Zahavi revealed 
the Poland star's desire to 
seek "a new challenge".

Now he says support 
from Munich fans has given 
him fresh motivation to win 
titles when Bayern kick-off 
the new German League 
season on Friday by hosting 
fellow Champions League 
side Hoffenheim.

"I'm back putting my 
heart into Bayern. I noticed 
here in Munich how the 
fans are behind me and 
I realised, they still want 
me," he said.

A n d  L e w a n d ow s k i 
played down the signifi-
cance of working with 
Zahavi, one of the most 
powerful agents in world 
football, after parting ways 
with his previous agent on 
10 years in late February.

"That does not mean 
that he has to fix a transfer 
for me - there are enough 
things that a consultant 
can take care of," said Le-
wandowski.

Trent Bridge, a statement 
said.

Broad was found to 
have breached Article 2.1.7 
of the ICC Code of Con-
duct for Players and Player 
Support Personnel, which 
relates to "using language, 
actions or gestures which 
disparage or which could 
provoke an aggressive reac-
tion from a batsman upon 
his/her dismissal during an 
International Match".

In addition to this, one 
demerit point has been 
added to the disciplinary 
record of the fast bowler, 
for whom it was the first 
offence since the introduc-
tion of the revised Code in 
September 2016.

The incident occurred 
in the 92nd over of India's 
first innings on Sunday, 
when following the dis-

missal of Rishabh Pant, 
Broad walked towards the 
batsman and spoke in an 
aggressive manner, which 
had the potential to provoke 
an aggressive reaction from 
the dismissed batsman.

Broad admitted the 
offence and accepted the 
sanction proposed by Jeff 
Crowe of the Emirates Elite 
Panel of ICC Match Referees 
and, as such, there was no 
need for a formal hearing.

The charges were lev-
elled by on-field umpires 
Marais Erasmus and Chris 
Gaffaney and third umpire 
Aleem Dar.

Level 1 breaches carry 
a minimum penalty of an 
official reprimand, and a 
maximum penalty of 50 
per cent of a player's match 
fee, and one or two demerit 
points. 

sure to finish sixth in the 
finals. The 16-year-old had 
a remarkable morning as 
she had shot 593 to equal 
the Games qualification re-
cord. Rahi had sneaked into 
the finals in seventh place, 
shooting 580.

Rahi, who had become 
India's first pistol shoot-
er to win a gold in World 
Cup back in 2013, had suf-
fered a serious elbow in-
jury last year. Realising that 
she needed a tweak in her 
technique, Rahi roped in 
Munkhbayar Dorjsuren, a 
two-time world champion 
and Olympic medallist from 
Germany.

"I had to change her 
technique and I also worked 
on her a lot on the mental 
aspect of the game. She was 
already a high-level shooter 
and needed some tweak in 
her game. It was a close final 
but I had prepared her for 
the shoot-off," Dorjsuren, 
who moved to Germany 
from Mongolia, told PTI.

The Mongolian-Ger-
man coach also knows the 
legendary Gabriele Buhl-
mann well. Buhlmann had 
coached Abhinav Bindra 
to India's only individual 
Olympic gold in 2008.

Rahi is a double gold 
medallist at the 2010 Delhi 
Commonwealth Games 
and had a bronze in the 25m 
pistol pairs event at the 2014 
Incheon Asian Games.

In the women's Rifle 
3 Positions event, Anjum 
Moudgil and Gayathri 
Nithyanandam failed to 
qualify for the final. Moudgil 
had a great start to the quali-
fication but flopped in the 
standing series to bow out 
of the competition.

Root and No.4 Ollie Pope 
also had a poor outing.

The home side's innings 
would have folded up on 
Tuesday itself, but the in-
form duo of Jos Buttler (106) 
and Ben Stokes (62) delayed 
the inevitable with a 169-
run fifth wicket stand.

Bumrah however ended 
their partnership with the 
wicket of Buttler before Pan-
dya sent back the injured 
wicketkeeper-batsman Jon-
ny Bairstow for a duck.

With the team tottering 
at 231/6 and more than 
three sessions to spare, it 

was only a matter of time for 
the visitors to clean up the 
English tail that wagged a 
bit in the form of Adil Rashid 
(33 not out) and Anderson 
(11) taking the game to the 
final day.

India now trail the five-
match rubber 1-2 as they 

proceed to Hampshire for 
the fourth Test, starting Au-
gust 30.

Brief Scores: India 329, 
352/7 decl. beat England 
161, 317 (Jos Buttler 106, 
Ben Stokes 62; Jasprit Bum-
rah 5/85, Ishant Sharma 
2/70) by 203 runs.


