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A view of the flood affected area in Kochi, Kerala on Sunday. PTI
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724,649 people in relief camps – Kerala CM 
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
We can send a lot of workers to 
Kerala but most of them don't 
have proper IDs and proofs.

ENtErtaiNmENt

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aug. 19 (IANS):  As the 
rain fury finally abated on 
Sunday, 724,649 people 
remained in 5,645 camps 
in Kerala following "one of 
the worst ever floods" that 
has left about 370 dead and 
caused unprecedented de-
struction.

"Our prime concern 
was to save lives. It appears 
it has been met," Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
told the media amid signs 
that the most destructive 
phase of the floods had 
ended and that water over-
flowing numerous towns 
and villages had started to 
recede.

"It is perhaps one of the 
worst ever tragedies. Hence 
the loss caused is so huge. 
So we will accept all help," 
he said, revealing the extent 
of a tragedy which has not 
hit the state since 1924.

But even as Vijayan 
maintained that the last 
stage of rescue act was go-
ing on, various WhatsApp 
groups continued to be 
flooded with requests for 
help, especially from Alap-
puzha.

On Sunday morning, 
the authorities withdrew 
the red alert issued in the 
last of the three districts: 
Idukki, Ernakulam and 
Pathanamthitta. 

There were only moder-
ate rains in a few districts.

Naturally, with fisher-
men, NCC, Navy and Air 
Force continuing to rescue 
the marooned, Sunday saw 

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug. 
19 (PTI): Braving inclement 
weather and risky conditions, 
a young Air Force officer dra-
matically winched up a toddler 
to safety from the roof-top of a 
marooned house in rain-bat-
tered Kerala where thousands 
of people are battling all odds 
to survive as the death toll has 
touched 197 in the past 10 days 
in the second spell of monsoon 
fury since August 8.

Wing Commander Prashan-
th slid down a rope to the terrace 
of the two-storey house which 
seemed from above like a toy 
floating on the yellowish murky 
waters.

TV visuals showed the of-
ficer airlifting the two-year-old 
boy with care, pressing him to 
his body and winching him to 
safety.

The proud officer later hand-
ed over the baby to his anxious 
mother waiting inside the chop-
per.

The woman, who was almost 
in tears, was all gratitude and 
smiles as she received her bun-
dle of joy in her hands.

Prashanth is one among 
many unsung heroes who have 
brought smiles to the faces of 
anxious and panic-stricken peo-
ple of Kerala, reeling under the 
worst floods of a century.

Another TV grab showed 
some girls, trapped in their hos-
tel room for days without food 
and water, making a lucky es-
cape after an IAF helicopter 
came to their rescue.

They cried and hugged each 
other after all the stranded were 
safely pulled up into the copter 
yesterday.

Commander Vijay Varma, 
who saved a pregnant woman 
in labour by winching her up 
in a helicopter from a stranded 
building, was later happy to 
hear that she had successfully 
delivered a baby boy.

"This was a very challeng-
ing task. We got an SOS and 

we traced them out...There is 
tremendous satisfaction, both 
professionally and personally," 
the officer said later.

The social media was all 
praise for the exceptional cour-
age shown by the Indian Navy's 
Captain P Rajkumar who air-
lifted over 25 persons battling 
challenging conditions.

The visual of a man kneeling 
down in muddy waters to help 
women step on to him to get into 
rescue boats went viral today.

The man in a blue shirt was 
seen kneeling, with his face 
hardly a few inches above the 
flood waters, and women step-
ping onto his back to climb up 

to a rescue boat.
The act of IAS officers M G 

Rajamanikyam and N S Umesh 
who unloaded rice sacks at the 
Wayanad Collectorate for distri-
bution at relief camps was also 
celebrated by netizens.

As soon as news of the dev-
astating floods and the plight 
of the stranded came out, 600 
odd fishermen immediately 
turned up with their country and 
mechanised boats to help rescue 
those marooned in various parts 
of the state.

Thousands of people, in-
cluding women, children and 
college students are tedious-
ly working at various centres 

across the state free of cost to 
gather essential materials, in-
cluding food, medicines, cloths 
to send to relief camps.

Union Tourism minister K J 
Alphons, who visited some relief 
camps here today, said they are 
the 'unsung heroes'. 

M a n y  p e o p l e  a re  s t i l l 
stranded in their homes with 
no food and sheaths of water 
around them at various places in 
Alapuzha, Thrissur and Ernaku-
lam districts.

The maximum death toll has 
been reported from Idukki dis-
trict, where 43 people have lost 
their lives so far, as per official 
estimates.

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) will appeal in the 
Delhi High Court against an 
appellate tribunal's order 
to release flats attached as 
part of an ED probe against 
fugitive liquor baron Vi-
jay Mallya and Karnataka-
based UBHL, the agency 
said on Sunday.

The Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act (PMLA) 
Appellate Tribunal in Delhi 
on Saturday ordered the 
release of flats owned by 
NRI Vivek Mathias and Bio-
con CMD Kiran Mazumdar 
Shaw in Kingfisher Towers, 
a housing project of Mallya 
in Bengaluru. 

"The ED will soon ap-
peal against the tribunal 
order regarding attachment 
of United Breweries Hold-
ing Limited (UBHL) assets 
in (about Rs 9,000 crore) 
bank fraud case against 
Kingfisher Airlines Ltd (now 
defunct) and its owner Vijay 
Mallya," an ED statement 
said.

The ED said "it had at-
tached UBHL's properties 
after proper verification". 

During investigation 
before the attachment, 
the ED clarified, UBHL 
had stated, with respect 
to the flats at Kingfisher 
Towers, that "no sale deed 

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Tribes 
Council (NTC) is dis-
pleased that in spite of 
their objections and the 
‘clear instruction’ given by 
the chief secretary of the 
government of Nagaland, 
the department of Techni-
cal Education could not 
rectify a notification con-
cerning the Joint Entrance 
Examination for 2018.

A statement from the 
NTC on Sunday stated 
that there were several 
applicants with ‘doubt-
ful’ documents who were 
allowed to appear for the 

JEE for 2018 and were 
placed in the merit list as 
well, all due to a loophole 
‘created by inconsistent 
rules and guidelines.’ 

“The irregularities as 
detected by the parents 
are of serious nature with 
far reaching consequences 
once precedent is created 
and the department pro-
ceeds with counselling and 
nomination along with the 
doubtful candidates. 

“We are made to un-
derstand that the admin-
istration had issued in-
digenous certificates to 
several candidates who 

are not qualified under 
the criteria laid down in 
the notification No. AR-
8/8/76 dated 28th of April, 
1977,” the statement read. 

It has requested the 
department to ‘keep the 
cases of those doubtful 
candidates in abeyance till 
the administration rectify 
its indigenous certificates 
through standard proce-
dures to establish the ante-
cedents of the candidates 
in question.’ The NTC cau-
tioned the administration 
not to play with the rights 
of the indigenous citizens 
of the state.

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): In affirm-
ing its stands for ‘inclusive, peaceful, 
honourable and acceptable’ political 
solution to the vexed Indo-Naga issue, 
the Nagaland GBs’ Federation (NGBF) 
has appealed to the NSCN (K) and the 
NNC (Adinno) to join the political ne-
gotiation with the government of India 
(GoI) for peace.

The organisations, in a joint press 
statement, made their stand clear to 
all in concern the current political 
negotiation of the GOI with the NSCN 
(IM) and the working committee (WC) 
consisting of six Naga national political 

groups (NNPG) to resolve the Indo-
Naga political issue.

It stated that the NGBF representa-
tives have met with both the WC of the 
NNPG and the NSCN (IM) concerning 
the Indo-Naga issue. It acknowledged 
the historic signing of the ‘framework 
agreement’ on August 3 2015, with 
the NSCN (IM) and a preamble for 
political dialogue with the NNPG on 
November 17 2017.

Stating that all the entities engaged 
in political dialogue with the GoI are 
for the good of the Naga people, the 
NGBF has urged all in concern not to 

interpret the meeting as a support to 
one or the other group. As a ‘traditional 
and customary’ body, the federation 
stated that it would not hesitate to cor-
rect erroneous reports in the media or 
by the media.

Further, the federation has ap-
pealed to the GoI to lift the ban on the 
NSCN (K), remove bounties on some 
leaders and officially invite the NSCN 
(K) and the NNC (Adinno) to the ne-
gotiation table.  At the same time, it 
appealed to the NSCN K and the NNC 
(Adinno) “to come forward and initiate 
peace and unity.”

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug. 19: Two schoolchil-
dren drowned in Patradisha River 
in Bokolia Police Station in Diphu, 
Assam on Sunday. The incident 
occurred around 10 am when 
a group of eight students went 
to take bath in the river ‘to beat 
the scorching heat,’ according to 
sources.

The victims have been identi-
fied as a Songja Ronghang and 
one Songsar Engti of Bakalia 
Hills Academy, both students 
of class-10. The body of Songja 
Ronghang was yet to be recovered 
till the filing of this report. 

A total of 724,649 people 
are sheltering in 5,645 
camps following "one of 
the worst ever floods" in 
Kerala that has claimed 
some 370 lives and caused 
widespread destruction, 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan said on Sunday.

"Our prime concern 
was to save lives. It ap-
pears it has been met," 
Vijayan told the media 
amid signs that the most 
destructive phase of the 
floods had ended and 
that water overflowing 
numerous towns and vil-
lages had finally begun to 
recede.

"The tragedy is per-
haps one of the worst ever. 
Hence the loss caused is 
so huge. So we will accept 
all help," the Chief Min-
ister said, revealing the 
extent of a tragedy which 
has not hit the state since 
1924.

He said a total of 
22,034 people had been 
rescued from flooded 
homes and other build-
ings with the help of vari-
ous agencies, including 
the Navy and Air Force.

The death toll began 
on May 29 when Kerala 

got the first of the mon-
soon rains but the bulk of 
the fatalities were report-
ed after August 9, when a 
tragedy of unprecedented 
proportion gripped the 
state after sluice gates of 
several rain-filled dams 
were opened.

Vijayan said the big-
gest challenge now was 
to provide adequate 
compensation to those 
who had lost virtually 
everything they had as 
the swollen rivers simply 
washed away countless 
homes and left a trail of 
destruction.

At the start of the press 
conference, the Chief 
Minister put the number 
of people in relief camps 
at 846,680 but scaled 
down the figure later.

He said the next task 
would be to help people 
get back to normal life, for 
which a plan was being 
worked out.

"Rehabilitation will 
be done by various agen-
cies." 

The Marxist leader 
pledged that all towns 
and cities hit by the floods 
would be cleaned on a 
war footing.

Kerala toll at 370; over 7 lakh in camps

Unsung heroes bring smiles to stranded in rain ravaged Kerala

ED to move HC against appellate 
tribunal order in Mallya case

JEE 2018: NTC repeats call to 
scrutinise applicants’ document

Invite NSCN (K) and NNC (Adinno) 
to peace talks – Nagaland GBs 

Two students 
drown at 
Diphu 

Farhan urges West Bengal to correct 
‘glaring error’ in school book |  P10

England tormentor Mitchell Johnson 
retires from all cricket |  P12

the maximum evacuation 
of people from Chengan-
nur, Pandalam, Thiruvalla, 
several areas in Pathan-
amthitta district and in 
Aluva, Angamaly and Para-
vur in Ernakulam.

The Chief Minister said 
22,034 people had been 
rescued from flooded 
homes and buildings.

The death toll began 
on May 29 when Kerala got 
the first of the monsoon 
rains. But the bulk of the 
fatalities were reported 

after August 9, when a 
tragedy of unprecedented 
proportion gripped the 
state after sluice gates of 
several rain-filled dams 
were opened.

Vijayan said the next 
task would be to help peo-
ple get back to normal life.

"Rehabilitation will be 
done by various agencies," 
he said, and pledged that all 
towns and cities would be 
cleaned on a war footing.

Vijayan paid special 
tributes to Kerala's famed 

fishermen who played a key 
role in rescuing hundreds 
and navigating through 
dangerous waters. 

Every fisherman who 
took part in the rescue act 
would be given Rs 3,000 
each, he said. "We will al-
ways be grateful for their 
support and help."

Students who lost their 
educational materials and 
uniforms would get new 
replacements.

Rains in the catchment 
areas of the big dams in 

Idukki district have sub-
sided and the authorities 
have shut two of the five 
floodgates at the Idukki 
dam. The outflow of water 
from both the Mullaperiyar 
and Idukki dams has also 
reduced.

As a result, the water 
flow into the Periyar and 
its tributaries that flow 
through Ernakulam and 
Thrissur has come down.

On Sunday, the Kot-
tayam sector operated 
special passenger trains. 

The state-run Kerala State 
Road Transport Corp also 
restarted operations on the 
MC Road to Kottayam.

But it is not as if all was 
going on smoothly.

Health Minister K.K. 
Shailaja admitted that al-
though the water level had 
fallen in many areas, medi-
cal facilities might not have 
reached certain regions 
due to the magnitude of 
the crisis.

"This is because medi-
cal professionals found it 
difficult to reach the af-
fected areas... We need a 
huge quantity of medi-
cines. A major health drive 
is being planned to prevent 
communicable diseases," 
she said.

And with the water level 
coming down, it might not 
be possible to operate the 
big boats, forcing rescuers 
to rely on small or rubber 
boats. 

But even as help poured 
into Kerala from all over 
the country and abroad, 
some vendors made a kill-
ing because of food short-
ages. Green chillies, even 
after police intervention, 
was selling at Rs 120 a kg 
in Kochi.

Onions, potatoes and 
cabbage were sold at Rs 90 
a kg. The retail cost of rice 
and sugar shot up by Rs 15. 

S o m e  p e o p l e  w h o 
reached their homes in 
central Kerala were stunned 
after seeing mud and dirt 
accumulated on furniture, 
with practically all their 

possessions destroyed.
Communist Party of 

India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
General Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury said the central as-
sistance of Rs 500 crore was 

too little. "The Prime Minis-
ter should declare this crisis 
as a national disaster."

The Kerala government 
has estimated the loss at Rs 
19,500 crore.

was executed nor regis-
tered" with the registrar of 
properties. 

"Thus, all the proper-
ties vest with UBHL. Ac-
cordingly, the same was 
attached provisionally and 
the adjudicating authority 
went through the evidences 
and confirmed provision-
al attachments," said the 
statement.

The ED said that King-
fisher Airlines was a 100 per 
cent subsidiary of UBHL 
which had given corporate 

guarantee on behalf of the 
airline for obtaining loan. 

"Investigations also 
revealed that substantial 
portions of loans obtained 
by Kingfisher Airlines was 
siphoned overseas under 
various pretexts. Therefore, 
UBHL being a corporate 
guarantor, its properties 
were attached under PMLA 
which allows for such at-
tachments on the basis 
of value equivalent if pro-
ceeds of crime are not avail-
able," the statement added. 

The ED in 2016 regis-
tered an FIR against Mallya 
-- currently holed up in 
the United Kingdom -- 
UBHL and others under 
the PMLA. Consequently, 
the agency attached some 
properties belonging to 
Mallya and UBHL, includ-
ing under-construction 
flats in Kingfisher Towers. 

Mathias -- a Monaco-
based businessman -- and 
Shaw, who heads one of 
the Bengaluru-based pre-
mier biopharmaceutical 
companies, had purchased 
some flats in the Kingfisher 
Towers, way back in 2012.

After ED seized their 
flats, they had approached 
the appellate tribunal seek-
ing release of their flats.

The ED, however, had 
alleged before the tribunal 
that certain persons, in-
cluding Mathias and Shaw, 
who were friends of Mallya, 
had helped him in money 
laundering by purchasing 
the flats.

But the tribunal on Sat-
urday pulled up the ED for 
not complying with its stat-
utory duties, slamming it 
for its failure in establishing 
any collusion of Mathias 
and Shaw with Mallya, and 
any evidence on record to 
show money laundering 
in the purchase of the flats.

3,500 rescued in Kodagu, 
rains hit rescue work | P8



Kohima district planning board 
approves LADP Scheme 2018–19

Chümukedima organisations, 
Chakhroma students flay assault

Peren honours its young achievers 

Songlhuh St. Joseph school host workshop 

AR organises ‘national 
integration tour’ for students

Orgs. mourn member’s demise
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An millitary officer being felicitated by a students.

Students and teachers at the Regional Science Centre in Guwahati during the tour.

Chairman of the Kohima DPDB Zhale Neikha, legislator Keneizhakho Nakhro, and Kohima’s Deputy Commisisoner Rajesh Soundararajan at 
the DPDB meeting at on August 18.

Winners of the 42nd inter-district and state open badminton championship from Peren district pose for 
a group photograph after a reception, on Aug. 15.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
The Kohima Distr ict 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board meeting for 
the month of August was 
conducted at the deputy 
commissioner’s (DC) con-
ference hall in Kohima on 
Aug. 18. 

An update from DIPR 
informed that the board 
vice chairman, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, reviewed 
the last meeting minutes. 

On the agenda of Local 
Area Development Pro-
gramme Scheme 2018–19 
for all the constituencies 
under Kohima district, the 
house decided to approve 
it for onward submission 
to the government.

The convenors and 
representatives of vari-
ous adoption commit-
tees highlighted on the 
progress report in regard 
to their respective adopted 
villages and wards, where 
DC requested all the com-
mittees to expedite their 
course of action immedi-
ately.

Highlighting the mon-
soon calamity, the DC said 
that Kohima district had 
been badly affected where 

Members of the Wokha unit of the All Nagaland Taxi Association seen here with the district jail 
superintendent and staff during their visit to the district jail in Wokha. The team contributed food 
items to the inmates, it was informed.

The National Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) youth organization’s Secretary Meyisanger 
Lemtur and the NDPP’s Mokokchung region’s youth unit officials posing for the lens after a meeting 
in Mokokchung on Aug. 18. This was the first joint meeting between the NDPP central youth unit and 
its Mokokchung youth unit, updates said.

Charity

First meet 

many families were dis-
placed and also the lifeline 
road between Dimapur 
and Kohima has been cut 
off, the DC appreciated the 
tireless efforts rendered 
by the line departments 
for restoration works and 
encouraged them to con-
tinue their works. 

He further requested 

them to be alert for any 
untoward incident that 
may arise. 

Informing that the In-
cident Response System 
(IRS) has been activated 
since August 1, the DC 
requested all the District 
Disaster Management 
Authority members and 
line departments to be 

ready when required and 
to execute their roles and 
responsibilities as per the 
IRS structure.

Presenting the depart-
mental activities report, 
joint director of Kohima 
District Agriculture of-
fice, Vizonyu Liezie, high-
lighted on the ongoing 
programmes under Rash-

triya Krishi Vikas Yojana, 
Paramparagat Krishi Vi-
kas Yojana, and major 
schemes under Agricul-
ture department, Nation-
al E-Governance Plan, 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojana, and 
National Adaptation Fund 
for Climate Change, the 
DIPR stated.

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
New Chümoukedima 
Youth Society (NCYS) and 
New Chümoukedima 
Village Students’ Union 
(NCVSU) have condemned 
the alleged high-hand-
edness of the state police 
personnel manning the 
check-gate at Chümouke-
dima for what it termed as 
‘senseless attack on three of 
its members.’

A joint press release 
issued by NCYS general 
secretary, Nourhengul-
ie Chiese, and the vice 
president, Ketoulhoutuo 
Hama, alleged that three 
of its members namely 
Rokovi Kruse, president of 
Chakhroma students’ un-
ion, president of New Chü-
moukedima youth society, 
Keneingukho Hama, and 
wrestling secretary She-
zovil Kera were assaulted 
on the night of Aug. 17.

The organisations have 
questioned the intentions 
of the belligerent jawans 
for preying upon innocent 
citizens without any provo-
cation. It has termed the 
brutal assault meted upon 
the president and his two 
colleagues as a ‘neat, pre-
planned act’ as the victims 
were attacked repeatedly 

without any interrogation 
or enquiry under the pre-
text of false information. 

The organisations were 
appalled by the sinister 
designs held against the 
Chümoukedima people by 
the IC and his jawans.

Although the matter 
had been amicably set-
tled due to the sagacity 
and good faith of the New 
Chümoukedima Village 
Council and the timely 
intervention of the assist-
ant commissioner of po-
lice, the youth organisa-
tion and students’ union 
cautioned that the goodwill 
and mutual relationship 
bestowed on the police 
department manning the 
check gate should not be 
taken for granted. It added 
that should any irrespon-
sible law enforcing officer 
harbour evil designs to 
target the innocent citizens 
would be reciprocated be-
fittingly.  

Also, the Chakhroma 
Students’ Union con-
demned the alleged as-
sault meted out on its pres-
ident, Rokovi Kruse and 
two friends, on Aug. 17 at 
the Chumukedima Police 
check gate by the police 
personnel.

A statement issued by 
the union general secre-
tary, Kevisese Krose and 
information & publicity 
secy. Mhalevilie Medoze, 
while expressing resent-
ment at what it term as 
‘brutal, senseless assault’ 
on its president, by a “co-
hort of police personnel” 
and two officers.

It stated that the inci-
dent had occurred follow-
ing a minor altercation 
between a constable on 
duty and the three. 

The constable is said to 
have reported to the one 
of the officers, labeling the 
three as extortionists, levy-
ing tax of INR 100 from a 
commercial-bound vehi-
cle, which the union said is 
baseless. On the pretext of 
false report by the consta-
ble, it stated that the officer, 
“showing no sensibility 
in his approach, directly 
confronted one of the boys, 
inflicting physical blows.” 

Sating that such kind 
of incident ‘is not new at 
the Police Check gate,’ the 
union pointed out that 
had been multiple times 
where neighboring villag-
ers and general public were 
manhandled by the police 
personnel.

Dimapur, Aug 19 (EMN): The Progressive 
Peren (P2) has honoured winners of the 
42nd inter-district and state open bad-
minton championship which concluded 
in Pfutsero under Phek district.

The felicitation programme was held 
on August 15 at DC Park, Peren town.

The programme was attended by 
Chubawati Chang, additional deputy 
commissioner, Peren, who encouraged 
the young winners to take their winning 
strides on a positive aspect. He had cited 
examples of Mike Tyson and Maradonna, 
who in spite of the earlier prospect and 
popularity, had to ultimately bow down 
to their own human folly and weakness. 

The ADC encouraged the winners to 
keep up the momentum of a true sports-
manship saying, ‘one must live a disci-
pline life and strife towards greater goals.’

Words of encouragement and appre-
ciation were also delivered by Asembe 
Mbung, on behalf of Peren District Bad-
minton Association; Alum Zeliang, presi-
dent of Peren District Sports Association 
and Slut Kwetrie Teilia, team coach. 

DRDA project director, Peren, 
Keyirangding Hegui, felicitated the seven 
winners with a certificate and cash. 

The programme concluded with a 
prayer delivered by Haiku Nza, pastor of 
Peren Town Baptist Church. 

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
St. Joseph Catholic School 
Songlhuh in collaboration 
with the Ahthhibung post 
of Assam Rifles conducted 
a workshop for the stu-
dents aimed at nurturing 
patriotic roots at an early 
age in their lives.  

The youth and stu-
dent’s union of Songl-
huh, informed that 115 
students along with their 
teachers and security per-
sonnel gave the Rashtriya 
salute to the tri-colour 
during the programme. 

 A representative of the 
Ahthibung post delivered 
a lecture to the school kids 
and urged them to study 
hard, take part in sports 
and build our nation 
strong, the release stated. 
The AR also donated a 
portable water-filter and 
an electric kettle for the 
staff of the school.   

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
The Jalukie battalion of 
Assam Rifles organised 
a national integration 
tour to Guwahati and 
Shillong from Aug. 6-10 
for 17 students and two 
teachers of Jalukie and 
neighbouring areas of 
Peren distrsict.

During the tour, stu-

dents had an opportunity 
to meet and interact with 
the governor of Megha-
laya, Ganga Prasad and 
Director General Assam 
Rifles of Shillong, Lt. Gen. 
Sukhdeep Sangwan.

The students also vis-
ited to various institutes 
and sites historical pal-
ces.

During the flagging in 
ceremony organised at 
battalion Headquarter on 
Aug. 11, the commandant 
of the battalion encour-
aged the students to utilize 
the experience they have 
gained during the tour 
and imbibe positive values 
of people from different 
states of India.

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN):  Organisations 
have mourned the demise of Tapash Paul 
who was reportedly drowned in a river at 
Tinsukia on Sun. Aug. 19. 
HYS: Hindu Yuva Sangh (HYS) has 
mourned the demise of its former presi-
dent and founding member, Tapash Paul, 
who passed away on August 19.

In a condolence message, HYS has 
described as one who nurtured and 
moulded the organisation. Besides, it also 
described him as a gem, who was always 
present in times of need.

The union lamented that his demise 
was a loss for the organisation in particu-
lar and the society in general. The organi-
sation has conveyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members and prayed for 
the departed soul to rest in peace.
DBSU: The Dimapur Bengali Students’ 
Union (DBSU) has mourned the untimely 
demise of Tapash Paul on August 19 in 
Tinsukia, Assam.

DBSU general secretary, Rajat Ghosh, 
has termed Tapash Paul as an asset to the 

society for his zeal to impact the lives of 
people in a positive way and particularly 
for his affable nature towards everyone.

DBSU has conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved family members and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest in eternal 
peace.
NPF Minority Wing: The NPF Minority 
Wing has extended its deepest condo-
lence to the bereaved family members of 
Tapash Paul and prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace. 

Tapash Paul was said to have drowned 
in a river at Tinsukia on Sun. Aug. 19. He 
was 26 years of age at the time of his last 
breathe as per a release from the NPF 
Minority Wing. 

Tapash Paul was the former presi-
dent of Hindu Yuva Sangh and founder 
member of Dimapur Bengali Students 
Union. The NPF Minority Wing remem-
bered Paul as a dedicated youth leader 
from the Bengali community who was 
actively involved in social activities in 
Dimapur. 
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Lezo Putsure and Nzan Kikon during the launch of the book ‘The Starry Night,’ on Aug. 18 in Kohima.

Member of Parliament KG Kenye handing over a copy of a report on 
‘Disha week’ that was observed in Nagaland to the Union Minister of 
Rural Development Narendra Singh Tomar in New Delhi.

Members of the NSFM along with dignitaries pose for the lens at a students’ event in Mangalore on Sun. Aug. 19.

Participants pose for the lens after an MSME session at the Tourist Lodge in Dimapur.

MSME plans employment 
opportunities for 20 cr. citizens 

PCA takes step to eliminate 
syndicates, multiple ‘taxation’

Union Minister Tomar assures 
assistance for rural development

Anglers welcome renaming 
of Fisheries department

Jalukie youths displeased at 
irregular power supply

Naga forum in Mangalore welcome new students 

A book ‘The Starry Night’ releasedDDGBA directs 
members not to issue 
PRC without verification

3STATE

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
The Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSME) 
India Forum National Com-
mittee member, Bharatendu 
Mohapatra on Sunday said 
that MSME is undertaking 
an enterprise to create 2 cr. 
successful business plat-
forms across the country. To 
achieve this, he said MSME 
will loan entrepreneurs upto 
INR 10 cr.   

 “We want to create jobs 
for at least 20 cr. people in 
India as soon as possible; 
for that MSME is the best 
way to achieve,” Mohapatra 
said  during an interaction 
with Eastern Mirror at Tour-
ist Lodge in Dimapur on 
August 19.

He mentioned that the 
MSME team will undergo a 
selection process to choose 
an eligible candidate for the 
enterprise. Once a person 
is selected he/she will un-
dergo training on the project 
of his or her choice.

Mohapatra maintained 
that once a person starts an 
enterprise it will give em-
ployment opportunities to 
others to work in the project. 

MSME will assist through-
out the process of establish-
ing a business and also help 
maintain them, he said. The 
MSME will assist individuals 
from the first stage after the 
selection.

He added the three 
points that MSME is focused 

about: it will support indi-
vidual to start an enterprise, 
for which it will provide 
training too; it will assist 
individuals from processing 
raw materials to production 
and to marketing; and it will 
also provide raw materials if 
needed.

Asserting that the MSME 
will eradicate the problems 
of unemployment in India, 
Mohapatra revealed, “We 
are trying to implement 
MSME Committee all over 
the country in various lev-
els: National, state, district, 
block, and panchayat.

He informed that any 
person in the country can 
register for this scheme 
through an MSME portal 
online. The portal will fa-
cilitate the candidates with 
effective entrepreneurship 
learning tools for creation of 
business plans.

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): The 
Anglers Association Nagaland 
(AAN) has welcomed the re-
naming of fisheries department 
to department of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources.”

AAN has appreciated the 
department particularly the 
director Kevise Kense for un-
dertaking and supporting vari-
ous conservation initiatives on 
natural water bodies and rivers.

AAN felt fortunate to have 
toured the state with the fish-
eries department under the 
guidance of Kevise Kense, who 
has been giving equal impor-
tance for conservation as well 
as playing a vital role for state’s 
economy through conservation 
of fishes. 

the association lauded the 
initiative of the department in 
developing the state’s natural 
streams and rivers for fishery 
activities as well to protect the 
natural habitat of rare local 
endangered species and at the 
same time spreading awareness 
against the unethical practice of 
fishing in the state.

AAN has extended its full 
cooperation to the department 
and expressed believe that the 
department would continue the 
good work for the local people 

under the leadership of Kevise 
Kense, director of the fisheries 
and aquatic resources.

AAN also thanked the de-
partment for supporting the 
conservation and awareness 
activities as well as the angling 
as a sport, which is indirectly 
benefiting the recreational local 
fishery pond owners and other 
fish farmers in the state.

AAN also thanked I Himato 
Zhimomi, commissioner of 
food safety, for his commend-
able job on cracking down on 
supply and sale of formalin 
laced fish and use of Calcium 
Carbide for ripening fruits, res-
taurants, medicine dealer and 
most importantly banning of 
such produce from the market. 

AAN has appealed the local 
fish farmers to take advantage 
of present opportunity of ban 
on fish import and get into the 
market. It further suggested 
the government to form a fish 
auction house monitored by 
the government or concerned 
authorities and not syndicates 
for equal participation of local 
fish farmers.

AAN general secretary, Ricky 
Ozukum, has further congratu-
lated I Himato Zhimomi and his 
team for their dedicated work.

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
With rampant collections 
of multiple taxes by national 
workers in the form of syn-
dicates and lease systems 
along with taxes by different 
agencies and unions which 
has been adversely affecting 
the citizen, the group called 
Public Action Committee 
(PAC) under the aegis of 
Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) decided to meet the 
district administration and 
concerned groups to elimi-
nate such syndicate and 
lease system and multiple 
taxations in the state.

The decision was taken 
during the meeting held 
under the aegis of Naga 

Council Dimapur (NCD) 
comprising 19 tribal hohos 
under Dimapur, NWHD, 
DUCCF, GB Union Di-
mapur, DCCI, and NCD 
held a meeting on Aug. 
18 at Tourist Lodge in Di-
mapur. 

The meeting was con-
ducted in pursuance to the 
resolution adopted in the 
previous meeting held on 
July 26 with tribe / organi-
sation on multiple taxation, 
syndicate and lease system. 

A press release issued 
by the committee conven-
or, Vekhosayi Nyekha and 
co-convenor, K Ghokheto 
Chophy, informed that dur-
ing the meeting, reports 

of tribes / organizations 
were tabled in the house 
for deliberation. First-hand 
information on various col-
lections in the form of taxes, 
fees and others were also 
tabled by the ‘fact finding 
committee.’

Further, all the tribal 
hohos/ organisations ex-
pressed their solidarity for 
“One Government, One 
Tax” and the desire for an 
early settlement of the Naga 
political struggle. 

The members present 
at the meeting endorsed 
its fullest support and co-
operation to the PAC team 
working under the banner 
of the NCD.

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): 
Nagaland’s lone Rajya Sab-
ha MP KG Kenye who is 
also the chairman of District 
Development Coordination 
& Monitoring Committee 
(Disha) called on Union 
Minister of Rural Devel-
opment Narendra Singh 
Tomar and handed over 
a copy of brief report on 
nationwide ‘DISHA Week’ 
which was successfully ob-
served in the state level and 
in all the 11 districts of the 
state from June 25 to 29.

 The Union Minister ap-
preciated the initiative of 
the Nagaland Disha Board 
and assured to extend all 
possible help for rural de-
velopment in the state, PRO 
to the chairman of Disha 
Nagaland stated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): The 
Naga Students’ Forum of Man-
galore (NSFM) organised its 
11th fresher’s meet to welcome 

the new batch of Naga stu-
dents’ to Mangalore at Roshni 
Nilaya, School of Social work 
in Mangalore on Sun. Aug 19.  

The event was attended 
by Advocate Praveen Pinto as 
the chief guest. Pinto in his 
address to the Naga student 

community in Mangalore ac-
centuated on the importance 
of using the power of law in-
stead of brute force and vio-

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Aug. 19 (EMN): A novel titled, 
‘The Starry Night’ written by Nzan 
Kikon, was released by the director of 
YouthNet, Lezo Putsure at Hotel Ura 
in Kohima on Saturday afternoon, 
Aug. 18. 

The book is a work of fiction and 
the first novel to be published under 
the imprint of PenThrill Publication 
House. The 245-page novel is about 
the life of Ben, who the struggle to 
maintain a healthy relationship with 
his father which ensue every day. His 
obsession with a Van Gogh’s painting 
keeps him occupied while trying his 
best to save his hurting family from fall-
ing apart. When a tragic event occurs in 
the family, Ben runs away from home 
but decides to return after seven long 
years only to discover the painful truth 
about his flawed father.

The author of the book, Nzan 
Kikon is a counseling psychologist by 
profession but a philosopher at heart 
and a scientist from the head. He holds 
a master’s degree in Divinity and cur-
rently lives in Kohima. His spare time 
is utilized in blogging, contemplating 
on the depths of life and learning vo-
cabularies. He loves reading and a big 
believer in making the world a better 
place.

Addressing the launch programme, 
Director YouthNet Lezo Putsure com-
mented that writing and implementa-
tion is the hardest thing while stating 
that it takes intelligence, critical think-
ing, grammar, and everything. He said 
that writing is such an important and 
critical skill which many people don’t 
have and congratulated the author for 
achieving this feat.

He commended PenThrill for 

opening doors for many 
people both young. Observ-
ing that writing and reading 
is a culture that the world is 
losing, he said it is impor-
tant for everybody to con-
tinue to support publication 
houses and writers.

The publisher, Vishü 
Rita Krocha said ‘The Starry 
Night’ is not devoid of sim-
ple joys and shared mo-
ments of happiness, but 
Nzan has also so creatively 
captured a painful real-
ity, experienced by many 
homes and families across 
the state, if not beyond. 

She hoped that this nov-

el will reach out to many 
people and make an impact 
in the lives of our society 
because the book carries 
lessons we can learn from, 
as much as it carries the 
message of hope while not 
depriving the reader from 
enjoying the pleasures of 
reading.

Krocha appreciated the 
young writer who is said to 
be already halfway through 
his second book, and said 
she is really encouraged to 
see the passion he has for 
writing and was optimistic 
that the enthusiasm with 
which he writes will spark 

more interest for aspiring 
writers to zealously pursue 
their inherent gifts.

“Writing, like everything 
else requires a great amount 
of dedication and Nzan has 
proved that nothing is im-
possible if you set your heart 
to it. Literature, I believe, 
is a stark reflection of any 
society,” Krocha said.

A review of the book
Giving a review of the book 
‘The Starry Night’, Fabian 
W Marbaniang, HoD, Eng-
lish department, Martin 
Luther Christian Univer-
sity, Shillong (read out by 

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): Taking serious 
concern of the illegal immigrant issue and 
other pertinent matters in the society, the 
Dimapur District Gaon Burahs’ Associa-
tion (DDGBA) in consonance with its eight 
administrative units along with Lotha and 
Ao GBs, after a joint meeting in Dimapur on 
Aug 18, has  directed GB of respective village 
or town not to issue Permanent Residential 
Certificates (PRC) or Temporary Residential 
Certificates (TRC) without proper verifica-
tion of documents of those applying for 
the same. 

A press release received here, informed 
that the association has resolved to extend 
full support to ‘joint committee on preven-
tion of the illegal immigrants.’

It also resolved to request govt. admin-
istration ‘not to entertain or honour any 
certificate certified by non-Naga GB’.

The meeting resolved to request the 
seven administrative units under the as-
sociation to mobilise and support to form 
a chairmens’ unions in each respective 
units in rural areas to assist in the smooth 
functioning of the village or colony admin-
istration. 

While reminding the Nagaland govern-
ment about other states like Assam and 
Meghalaya ‘not implementing (aadhaar) 
but enjoying all the benefits of the central 
govt.’, the meeting resolved to strongly op-
pose the use of aadhaar card being made 
mandatory in the entire official require-
ments of the state. 

 Further, the meeting resolved to extend 
support to the call for ‘one govt. one tax 
system’ initiated by the Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation (ACAUT).

Dimapur, Aug. 19 (EMN): The Jalukie 
Youth Organisation has expressed 
resentment over irregularity of power 
supply in town which is affecting the 
activities of citizens and business es-
tablishments.

A statement from the union presi-
dent and general secretary appealed 
the Power department to improve 
power supply, which has been ne-
glected in the area, at the earliest pos-
sible time.

Mimi Suohu, KROS College, 
Kohima) said ‘The Starry 
Night’ delves deeply into 
the psyche of people living 
under one roof, being af-
fected by each other’s tem-
perament other than the 
outcome of a psychological 
condition of the one who 
has been entrusted with the 
responsibility of ensuring 
that the family functions as 
one. The family is shattered. 
The roles are reversed. The 
psychological condition is 
passed on to the next gen-
eration.

It is a journey of seven 
long years, a journey of 
strength and courage, of 
remorse and sadness, of 
success and failure. Each 
feeling had a sound reason 
behind it.  Each reason was 
revealed and discovered 
over the period of seven 
years. Each thought and 
emotion resulted in unin-
tentional behaviour. Liv-
ing with these outcomes 
came with a price and it 
was a heavy price to pay. 
The death of Zee and Ben 
running away into the un-
known shattered the family.  
It was Adi alone who stood 
strong, yet helpless, while 
her family crumbled. She 
kept her sanity. She found 
hope in something.

To survive through years 
of brokenness requires a 
very deep level of aware-
ness of self, strength and 

courage. But are these fac-
tors, enough to survive, 
when one is crippled by a 
psychological condition? 
Nzan, presents to his read-
ers, these factors for survival 
at different levels through-
out his work, revealing 
who grows, who survives, 
who sinks, and who is real 
among his chosen charac-
ters. The events in the life 
of Tem’s family continue to 
unfold.

At the end of the day, 
the only escape from the 
harsh realities is the change 
of a mindset and of one’s 
heart. Ben chose to escape 
from the known into the 
unknown. Often, it was an 
escape into the world of Van 
Gogh or into his world of a 
plethora of colours spread 
across a canvass, an out-
come of deep thoughts and 
emotions. It was under the 
‘starry night’ of Van Gogh, 
his muse, that Ben found 
his escape. It was this muse 
that helped him find a way 
to ‘kindnesses.’ Some found 
death as an escape.

The Starry Night, as the 
name depicts, is inspira-
tional. Through the dark-
est of times, one can get a 
glimpse of the stars allow-
ing it to add value to one’s 
life. The glimpse becomes 
a source of strength and 
composure to carry on and 
find meaning in everything 
that the journey offers.

lence and advised the students to 
inculcate a sense of discipline. 
He wished the students success 
in their future endeavours and 
reminded them that there was no 
shortcut to success.

Advocate Girish, Time of India 
Reporter Kevin Medonsa and All 
People’s Church Pastor Paul also 
attended the programme.

Principal K Pandyarajah Ballal 
College of Nursing and the advisor 
to Naga Student Forum Mangalore, 
Kaini Cecilia introduced the chief 
guest to the congregation. Christy 
Shimray D’Souza  exhorted  to the 
students committee and the presi-
dential address was delivered by. 
Elishan Yanthan.

The day was marked with per-
formances by the students. 

The Mr. and Miss Fresher’s 2018 
NSFM were bagged by Thanpam 
Kasomhung from St. Aloysius Col-
lege and Imlisenla Imchen from 
Nitte University. 
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Discourse on NRC held in Manipur Manipur Univ. community 
cancels suspension of agitation

Manipur ministers campaign for Conrad Sangma in Meghalaya

CPI-M urges Tripura government to help flood-hit Kerala
Mnp. donates INR 2 crore to Kerala

Assam announces INR 3 crore for flood-hit Kerala

Adil Hussain dedicates Norwegian 
film honour to Assam’s Goalpara

Heart goes out to those left out of draft NRC — Mamata

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 19: In an ef-
fort to bring deeper un-
derstanding and justify 
the necessity of NRC (Na-
tional Register of Citizens) 
updation in Manipur and 
also to find out ways and 
means for early updation 
of NRC as part of checking 
illegal immigrants, a day-
long discourse on ‘NRC 
updation in Manipur: 
Problems & Prospects’ 
was held in Imphal on 
Sun. Aug. 19.

The discourse was or-
ganised by the Ethno Her-
itage Council (Hericoun), 
a civil society organisation 
based in Manipur and 
panel discussion session 
was moderated by cul-
tural activist Ningthouja 
Lancha.

Sharing his view dur-
ing the discourse which 
was attended by repre-
sentatives of various civil 
society organisations, stu-
dents’ organisations lead-
ers, intellectuals, women 

EM Images

 A panelist speaks at the public discourse that was organised to discuss the NRC, in Imphal on Sun. Aug. 19.

Conrad Sangma

Sarbananda Sonowal

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1914SUD0KU 1754
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Persona _____ = acceptable person
 6. Intercollegiate athletic association
 10. Hit
 14. Afflicted
 15. Cartoon character ____ Bear
 16. Figure skater ____ Lipinsky
 17. Burn with hot liquid
 18. Attach a boat to a fixed object
 19. Line about which something 

rotates
 20. Type of screwdriver
 22. Woods
 24. Technician (abbrev.)
 25. Kiss the _______ Stone
 26. Covered walk lined with shops
 29. Entrance
 30. Slab of wood at the foot of a 

window
 31. Inert mass
 37. Nap
 39. Regret
 40. Less moist
 41. Journal kiosks
 44. Heavily spiced stew
 45. Historical (abbrev.)
 46. French for “Duck”
 48. Obscene
 52. Paddles
 53. Refreshes
 54. Opinion or behavior
 58. Overthrow
 59. Bring forth
 61. Regretful
 62. Millisecond (abbrev.)
 63. Vein of metal ore
 64. Follow
 65. 3rd son of Adam and Eve
 66. Celebrity
 67. Lines where 2 edges join 
 
 DOWN
 1. Sharp intake of air
 2. Wealthy
 3. Jai ____, sport

 4. Automated monitoring 
devices

 5. Confused
 6. Beautiful young woman 

(poetic)
 7. Soft, murmuring sounds
 8. In the past
 9. Air currents
 10. Beatle Ringo _____
 11. Smooth like wax
 12. Get up 
 13. Yummy
 21. Frozen

 23. Paddled
 25. Was an omen
 26. Association (abbrev.)
 27. Anger
 28. Ball of yarn
 29. Discourage
 32. Delete
 33. Hard white pottery
 34. Venomous lizard
 35. Inheritor
 36. Stepped
 38. Snort of derision 
 42. Glittering metallic strips

 43. Style of jazz singing
 47. Comes up
 48. School dances
 49. Utilize again
 50. Beginning
 51. Retrieve
 52. Flesh-eating marine 

mammal
 54. Opera set in Egypt
 55. Bear
 56. Percussion instrument
 57. Visual organs
 60. French for “Word”

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1753
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leaders and others, Prof RK 
Narendra who is the head 
of department of Bio-Sta-
tistics, RIMS Imphal ex-
pressed the need to have 
constitutional protection 
to protect the interest of 
the native people of Ma-
nipur.

Speaking as a resource 
person in the day’s dis-
course on ‘Exigency of 

NRC updation in Ma-
nipur’, Prof Narendra said 
that the state also needs 
a population policy apart 
from instituting a state 
population commission.

Sharing his view on 
‘NRC in Assam and its 
implications from Ma-
nipur perspective,’ Fac-
ulty member Dr Chinglen 
Meisnam of Department 

of economics of Manipur 
University informed the 
gathering to have a think 
tank on the issue besides 
establishing a study cen-
tre on migration in the 
region. Dr Chinglen also 
emphasised the need to 
have time to time skill de-
velopment programmes 
for the local population 
and develop work culture 

among the youths.
Participating on the 

discussion as a pan-
elist, former social activ-
ist turned farmer Artax 
A Shimray expressed his 
desire that the present 
system in the state should 
be revamped in order to 
protect the native people 
of the region. For this there 
has to be a political will 
and the people should also 
raise their voice,he felt.

Retired police officer P 
Sonamani who had served 
in the Nagaland police also 
appealed to the concerned 
parties for the smooth im-
plementation of the public 
decisions in the interest 
of the future generation. 
At the end the gathering 
has recommended NRC 
updation as a step to pro-
tect the native people and 
establishment of Manipur 
state population commis-
sion in the state to create 
policy and programme 
to control inflow of illegal 
immigrants.

Imphal, Aug. 19 (PTI): 
The Manipur Universi-
ty community has been 
“compelled” to cancel its 
temporary suspension 
of agitation, after a fresh 
order by the HRD minis-
try “failed to uphold the 
commitment” on which 
stakeholders had reached 
a mutual agreement.

Manipur University 
Teachers’ Association 
spokesperson N Debanan-
da told reporters yesterday 
that it has been forced to 
resume the over 76-day 
long agitation, as the new 
order by the ministry does 
not mention critical points 
agreed upon.

He said it does away 
with the “most important 
point” discussed in the 
August 16 Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) that 
“during the period of in-
quiry and until follow-up 
action on the inquiry re-
port by the competent au-

thority, preferably within 
of 15 days, (Vice-Chancel-
lor) Prof A P Pandey will be 
on leave.” 

The fresh directive, 
however, does mention 
that Pandey will have to 
appear before the fact-
finding committee when 
necessary.

The students of the 
university have been de-
manding the removal of 
Pandey and constitution 
of an independent inquiry 
committee to look into the 
allegations of administra-
tive and financial lapses 
made by the VC.

The agitation, that 
began on May 30, is be-
ing spearheaded by the 
University community 
functioning under the ae-
gis of Manipur University 
Students Union, Manipur 
University Teachers Asso-
ciation and Manipur Uni-
versity Staffs’ Association.

Debananda said that 

the agreement reached 
on Thursday to temporar-
ily suspend the protest 
from August 17 onwards 
was in public and student 
interest to facilitate the 
pending declaration of 
examination results.

According to the HRD 
Ministry order, former act-
ing Chief Justice of Megha-
laya High Court T Nanda-
kumar Singh and Prof M 
K Choudhury, former VC 
of Tejpur University, will 
comprise the Committee.

It will have to submit a 
report within one month 
beginning August 17, and 
can visit the varsity offices 
to inspect documents and 
record statements.

The impasse, which 
began from May 30 last, 
has affected the academic 
activities in the Central 
varsity, as well as prevent-
ed the declaration of the 
exam results for final year 
college students.

Shillong, Aug. 19 (PTI): 
Manipur ministers are 
campaigning in Megha-
laya to drum up support 
for NPP candidate and 
Meghalaya chief minister 
Conrad K Sangma for the 
upcoming August 23 As-
sembly bye-election.

Besides South Tura 
seat, senior BJP leaders of 
Manipur are also camping 
in areas under Ranikor 
constituency, which will 
also witness a bypoll on 
August 23.

Speaking at an election 
meeting in Tura yesterday, 
Manipur Health minister 
Jayantakumar Singh said, 
Conrad Sangma has fol-
lowers across Northeast 
region as he is interested in 
voicing the concern of the 
people and he is also the 
voice of the people of the 
region at the Centre.

Seeking mandate of 
the people, Singh urged 
the voters of South Tura 
not to get carried away by 
any false propaganda of 
the opposition parties or 
get lured by their prom-

ises.
“We look up to the 

people of Tura to come 
and vote in favour of Con-
rad. North East and India 
is keeping a watch on the 
prestigious constituency. 
We are sure that people 
will come out and repose 
their faith in Conrad Sang-
maji,” Manipur Sports 
Minister Letpao Haokip 
told PTI.

Both the Manipur 
ministers will be in South 
Tura till tomorrow.

National People’s Party 
(NPP) president Conrad K 
Sangma is pitted against 
Independent candidate 
and former South Tura 
MLA John Leslee Sangma 
in South Tura constitu-
ency.

The bypoll has been 
declared to fill up a vacan-
cy caused by the resigna-
tion of former Union min-
ister Agatha K.Sangma.

Agatha Sangma, who 
is also Conrad Sangma’s 
sister, had resigned from 

the seat on July 2. Conrad 
Sangma was sworn in as 
chief minister on March 6.

According to rules, 
Conrad Sangma has to 
become a member of the 
state Assembly within six 
months from the date of 
taking over as chief min-
ister.

Conrad Sangma is 
heading the Meghalaya 
Democratic  Al l iance 
(MDA) government, which 
is a coalition consisting of 
the NPP, UDP, PDF, HSPDP, 
BJP, NCP and Independ-
ents.

Manipur Deputy Chief 
Minister and another cabi-
net minister will also be 
camping at South Tura 
till Tuesday along with 
several ministers of the 
BJP-backed Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance.

At Ranikor, NPP leader 
and Meghalaya deputy 
chief minister Prestone 
Tynsong is leading the 
campaign for party can-
didate Martin M Danggo.

Danggo, a former As-
sembly speaker and five 

times Congress MLA re-
signed from the Assembly 
in June and has joined 
the ruling NPP following 
which the bypoll became 
necessary.

Campaigning at vari-
ous villages in the con-
stituency, Tyngsong and 
party workers urged the 
people to vote for Danggo 
who recently joined the 
NPP with the hope that a 
new era of development 
will take place in the con-
stituency.

The NPP Leader also 
assured the people that 
tourism will be used as a 
vehicle to generate em-
ployment in the region.

While the BJP and the 
other partners in the MDA 
government are support-
ing Conrad Sangma as the 
common candidate for 
South Tura constituency, 
Danggo on the other hand 
faces opposition from a 
candidate of the United 
Democratic Party and the 
Peoples Democratic Front, 
both of which are partners 
of the ruling MDA.

Agartala, Aug. 19 (IANS): The CPI-M on 
Sunday urged the BJP government in 
Tripura to contribute funds to the flood-
hit people in Kerala, pointing out that 
no BJP-ruled state has yet donated any 
amount to the southern state.

“Though no BJP (Bharatiya Janata 
Party) ruled state in the country has con-
tributed any amount to Kerala, we urge 
upon the Tripura government to help 
the state (Kerala) and its hapless people,” 
Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-
M) central committee member Bijan 
Dhar told the media.

He said: “Some non-BJP ruled states 
and many organisations and individu-
als have come forward to help the state 
(Kerala), which was hit by one of the 

worst natural catastrophes of the cen-
tury.”

Dhar, also the secretary of the Tripura 
state committee of the Left party, said that 
the CPI-M would launch an 11-day long 
fund collection drive on August 21 across 
the state to help the affected people of 
Kerala.

“We do not know whether we would 
be able to collect funds in the state as 
a massive political violence has been 
unleashed by the ruling BJP activists to 
destroy the democratic activities of the 
opposition parties. 

Everyday, two-to-three attacks are 
being carried out on the opposition 
parties, especially the Left parties,” he 
added.

Imphal, Aug. 19 (PTI): 
The Manipur govern-
ment today donated INR 
2 crore as flood relief 
for the victims of Kerala 
hit by days of incessant 
rainfall  and massive 
floods.

“People of Manipur 
stand in solidarity with 
the people of Kerala, 
may you find comfort in 
knowing that the rest of 
India stand with you. 

The people of Ma-

nipur pray for you and 
extending a sum of INR 2 
crore to relief funds from 
the state, Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh said.

At least 197 people 
have been killed in Ker-
ala in the last 10 days in 
the second spell of mon-
soon fury since August 8 
as floods and landslides 
triggered by incessant 
rain have wreaked hav-
oc in many parts of the 
state.

Guwahati, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
The BJP-led government 
in Assam will extend a fi-
nancial aid of INR 3 crore 
to the flood-ravaged Ker-
ala, Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal said on 
Sunday.

Sonowal also directed 
the state Revenue and 
Disaster Management 
Department to open a 
helpline to extend help to 
the people of Assam who 
are trapped in the deluge 
and by expediting their 
rescue and providing relief 
to them.

The Department has 
opened two helpline num-
bers and a control room to 
help the people from the 
state affected by the floods 
in Kerala.  The helpline 
numbers are 0361-2237219 

and 0361-2237460.  The 
control room can be ac-
cessed through dialling 
9401044617.

A large number of peo-

ple from the state, particu-
larly youths, go to south 
Indian states like Kerala, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 
in search of jobs.

Mumbai, Aug. 19 (IANS): Actor Adil Hus-
sain, who has won the Best Actor award 
at the Amanda Award or the Norwegian 
National Awards -- the Scandinavian 
countrys top national film honour, has 
dedicated it to Goalpara in Assam.

Adil, who won the award for the film 
“What Will People Say” by Iram Haq, on 
Sunday took to Twitter and said that the 
award is for all those who believe that art 
can break boundaries. 

“Grateful to have Received the Aman-

da Awards Norwegia National Awards for 
Best Actor in a leading role for, brilliantly 
directed by Iram Haq. This award is for 
Goalpara, Assam, India for all those who 
believe that art can break all boundaries 
of all kinds,” Adil, who grew up in the 
small town of Goalpara, wrote. 

“What Will People Say” is set in Pa-
kistan and Norway and traces how a 
Pakistani immigrant family deals with its 
teenage daughter’s affair with a local boy 
in Norway.

Kolkata, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, 
on World Humanitarian 
Day, tweeted that her heart 
goes out to those 40 lakh 
people left out of the draft 
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in Assam.

“Today is World Hu-

manitarian Day. Respect-
ing human rights is one 
of the basic tenets of our 
constitution. On this day, 
my heart goes out to the 
40 lakh people who have 
become refugees in their 
own country because of 
#NRCAssam. 

The complete draft 

NRC that was published 
on July 30 had the names 
of 2,89,83,677 and left 
out 40,70,707 people on 
grounds of being ineligible 
for inclusion. 

O f  t h e  4 0 , 7 0 , 7 0 7 
names, 37,59,630 were 
rejected and the claims of 
2,48,077 were put on hold.
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No ATM to be replenished with 
cash after 9 pm from next year

Walmart acquires 77% stake in Flipkart Group

Global cues, rupee to chart 
course of equity indices 

Green chilli sold for 
INR 400 a kg in Kochi

Indian aviation market posts highest 
growth in May in Asia Pacific region — ACI

BSE, NSE to suspend trading 
in up to 9 firms from Sep. 10

Engine issues ground new IndiGo Airbus A320 neo aircraft

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (PTI): No ATM 
will be replenished with cash after 
9 pm in cities and 6 pm in rural 
areas from next year even as two 
armed guards will accompany 
crisp notes in transit as per a new 
directive issued by the Home 
Ministry.

The deadline for putting mon-
ey in the ATMs located in Naxal-hit 
areas is 4 pm while private cash 
handling agencies must collect 
money from the banks in the first 
half of the day and transport notes 
only in armoured vehicles.

In a notification, the Home 
Ministry said the new Standard 
Operating Procedures (SoPs) 
would come into effect from Feb-
ruary 8, 2019 in view of the spurt 
in incidents of attacks on cash 
vans, cash vaults, ATM frauds and 
other internal frauds leading to 
increased sense of insecurity.

There are over 8,000 privately 
owned cash vans plying across the 
country, operated by non-bank 
private agencies, and they handle 
over Rs 15,000 crore daily on behalf 
of banks.

Some times, the private agen-
cies keep currency overnight at 
their cash vaults.

“No cash loading of the ATMs 
or cash transportation activities 
shall be done after 9 pm in urban 
areas, after 6 pm in rural areas and 
before 9 am or after 4 pm in the 
districts notified by the central 

government as Left Wing Extrem-
ism affected areas,” the notifica-
tion said.

The agencies shall provide pri-
vate security for the cash transpor-
tation with the requisite number 
of trained staff, every cash van 
shall have one driver, two armed 
security guards, two ATM officers 
or custodians.

One armed guard must sit in 
the front along with the driver and 
another in the rear portion of the 
van while in transit.

During loading or unloading, 
nature’s call, tea or lunch break, 

at least one armed security guard 
shall remain present with the cash 
van all the time.

The ex-serviceman, otherwise 
eligible, may preferably be ap-
pointed for providing security for 
cash transportation.

Every cash transportation shall 
be carried out only in secured 
cash vans fitted with GPS tracking 
device and it must be ensured that 
no cash van carries cash of more 
than Rs 5 crore per trip.

No private security agency 
shall appoint anyone for the cash 
transportation unless the person 

has undergone thorough anteced-
ent check like police, Aadhaar and 
residence verifications, previous 
employer check, credit history 
check and fidelity insurance.

Each of the cash boxes shall 
be secured to the floor with sepa-
rate chains and locks that can be 
opened only by using separate 
keys kept with different custodi-
ans.

The cash van shall be provided 
with a small CCTV system with 
at least five days recording facil-
ity and three cameras installed in 
front, rear and inside of the cabin.

A security alarm with GSM 
based auto-dialer shall be pro-
vided with a motorised siren.

The cash van shall be equipped 
with hooter, fire extinguishers and 
emergency lights to ensure quick 
reaction in case of an attack.

The private security agency 
will ensure that all cash handling, 
including counting, sorting, and 
bundling activities shall be carried 
out in secured premises in accord-
ance with specific guidelines. 

The premises shall be designed 
to include two physically inde-
pendent areas, one for general of-
fice purpose and other for secured 
cash processing and handling ac-
tivities and it shall accommodate 
space for cash deposit, collection, 
sorting, counting and delivery 
and dispatch of cash on secured 
cash vans.

Bengaluru, Aug. 19 (IANS): Retail 
giant Walmart Inc. on Saturday 
acquired approximately 77 per 
cent stake in e-commerce major 
Flipkart.

According to a statement, 
Walmart now holds approxi-
mately 77 per cent of Flipkart, 
while the remainder of the busi-
ness is held by other sharehold-
ers, including Flipkart co-founder 
Binny Bansal, Tencent, Tiger Glo-
bal and Microsoft Corp. 

Walmart’s investment in-
cludes $2 billion of new equity 
funding to help accelerate the 
growth of the Flipkart business 
and both companies will retain 
their unique brands and operat-
ing structures in India.

“Walmart and Flipkart will 
achieve more together than each 
of us could accomplish separately 

to contribute to the economic 
growth of India, creating a strong 
local business powered by Wal-
mart,” Walmart International 
President and CEO Judith McK-
enna was quoted as saying in a 
statement. 

“Our investment will benefit 
India by providing quality, afford-
able goods for customers, while 
creating new skilled jobs and 
opportunities for suppliers. As a 
company, we are transforming 
globally to make life even easier 
for customers, and we are delight-
ed to learn from, contribute to 
and work with Flipkart to grow in 
India, one of the fastest-growing 
and most attractive retail markets 
in world.”

As per the statement, struc-
ture and financial details of Flip-
kart’s existing management team 

will continue to lead the business. 
“Tencent Holdings Ltd and 

Tiger Global Management LLC 
will remain represented on the 
Flipkart board, in addition to in-
dependent board members, and 
will be joined by new members 
from Walmart,” the statement 
said. 

“The board will work to main-
tain Flipkart’s core values and 
entrepreneurial spirit while en-
suring it has strategic and com-
petitive advantages.”

Flipkart’s financials will now 
be reported as part of Walmart’s 
International business segment.

“We are poised and ready 
to deliver the full value of this 
partnership for India,” Flipkart’s 
Co-founder and Group Chief 
Executive Officer Binny Bansal 
was quoted as saying in the state-

ment. 
“By combining Walmart’s 

omni-channel retail expertise, 
supply-chain knowledge and 
financial strength with Flipkart’s 
talent, technology and local in-
sights, we are confident that to-
gether we can drive the next wave 
of retail in India.”

The statement added that 
as Walmart scales in India, the 
company will continue to partner 
to create sustained economic 
growth across agriculture, food 
and retail. 

“Future investments by Wal-
mart will support national ini-
tiatives and will bring sustainable 
benefits in jobs creation, sup-
porting small businesses, sup-
porting farmers and supply chain 
development and reducing food 
waste,” the statement added.

Mumbai, Aug. 19 (IANS): Fears over a 
rise in global protectionist measures, 
along with rupee movement and direc-
tion of foreign funds, are likely to chart 
the course of major domestic equity 
indices during the week starting on 
August 20.

“Global risk will drive the market 
sentiments next week. The news on 
US-China talks to resolve trade dis-
putes later in the year will boost the 
sentiment,” Devendra Nevgi, Delta 
Global Partners Founder and Principal 
Partner, told IANS.

“The news emanating from Jack-
son Hole Symposium, where the US 
Fed Chairman is expected to comment 
on the policy rates, will be watched 
next week,” Nevgi added.

Consequently, investors will re-
main cautious over the possibility of 
any impending hike in the US interest 
rates which can potentially drive away 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) from 
emerging markets such as India. 

“Besides, rupee movement and 
crude oil price movements along with 
inflow and outflow by the foreign and 
domestic players will dictate the trend 
of the market going ahead,” SMC In-
vestments & Advisors’ Chairman and 
Managing Director D.K. Aggarwal told 
IANS. According to Anindya Banerjee, 
Deputy Vice President for Currency 
and Interest Rates with Kotak Securi-
ties, the Indian rupee is expected to 
range from 69.50 to 70.50 against the 
US dollar in the coming week.

In recent days, geo-political ten-
sions between the US and Turkey, 
wider trade deficit, along with outflow 
of foreign funds have pulled the Indian 
rupee to fresh record intra-day and 
closing lows.

On Thursday, the Indian rupee 
plunged to an intra-day level of 70.39-
40 -- its lowest-ever mark -- against the 
greenback, prompting some automo-

bile manufacturers and other import 
dependent sectors to raise prices.

It settled at a record closing low of 
70.16 against the US dollar on Thurs-
day.

Besides the rupee, foreign fund 
inflows into the country might get 
impacted due to “global risk aversion”.

In terms of investments, provision-
al figures from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign institutional in-
vestors sold scrips worth Rs 2,028.47 
crore during August 13-16.

“Emerging market sentiment re-
mains negative which is reflected in 
the net selling by FPI, and the DII sup-
port is vital for the continued momen-
tum in the markets,” Nevgi said.

On technical levels, the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) Nifty50 remains 
in an uptrend. 

“Technically, with the Nifty surging 
to new highs, its intermediate trend 
remains up,” Deepak Jasani, Head - 
Retail Research, HDFC Securities, told 
IANS. 

“The intermediate uptrend is likely 
to continue once the immediate resist-
ance of 11,495 points is taken out. Cru-
cial supports to watch for resumption 
of weakness is at 11,340 points.” 

Last week, both key Indian equity 
indices -- S&P BSE Sensex and NSE 
Nifty 50 -- rose on the back of easing 
inflation data along with broadly posi-
tive global cues.

However, a slump in the Indian ru-
pee limited the gains on equity indices.

On a weekly basis, the S&P BSE 
Sensex closed at 37,947.88 points, 
higher 78.65 points or 0.21 per cent 
from its previous week’s close. 

Similarly, the wider NSE Nifty50 
made substantial gains. On Friday, 
it ended at a record closing high of 
11,470.75 points, higher 41.25 points 
or 0.36 per cent from the previous 
week’s close.

Kochi, Aug 19 (IANS): The worst floods to batter Kerala since 
1924 have fuelled shortages and sent prices of vegetables 
zooming, with green chilli selling at Rs 400 a kg in Kochi and 
surrounding areas.

Very few shops are open at the first place. Those which are 
are making a killing, complain residents.

After the retail price of green chillies went through the roof, 
angry locals sought police intervention and the cost came 
down. But even now it is costing Rs 120 a kg.

Onions, potatoes and cabbage were being sold at Rs 90 a kg 
before police told the vendors to put up a price display board.

The retail cost of rice and sugar has shot up by Rs 15. Frus-
trated residents organised a noisy protest at a shop in Kaloor 
near here, forcing again the police to intervene.

The shop owner argued that he had no choice but to jack 
up the prices as he was paying more on transport.

Officials have promised tough action against all those who 
make a killing at a time of misery.

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (PTI): 
India led the Asia Pacif-
ic region in posting the 
highest growth in air pas-
senger traffic in May at 
13.3 per cent, said a global 
body representing airports 
worldwide. 

The growth in China 
in comparison stood at 8.3 
per cent and South Korea 
at 8.1 per cent, said the 
Airports Council Interna-
tional in its latest study 
released this month.

It said the impressive 
growth showed by the 
Asian gaints has led a situ-
ation of “disparity” in the 
region if compared with 
passenger traffic growth of 
Japan and Australia. 

Japan, for example, 
posted a more subdued 
figure of 2.8 per cent and 
Australia at 2.3 per cent.

“. . . the f lourishing 
middle class in populous 
countries such as India 
and China have certainly 
helped to boost traffic es-
pecially in their respective 

domestic markets,” the 
report said.

The Asia-Pacific mar-
ket as a whole posted a 
growth rate of 6.3 per cent, 
slightly higher than Europe 
where the figure stood at 
6.2 per cent. North Ameri-
ca, on the other hand, saw 
the traffic grow by 5.6 per 
cent. 

The report said that the 
“presence of the low-cost 
business model among 
carriers coupled with his-
torically low jet fuel prices”, 
have certainly acted as 
catalysts to stimulate air 
transport demand through 
lower fare offerings on cer-
tain market segments.

Oil prices have, how-
ever, shown a steady rise 
in the succeeding months.

As per the report, in 
May, the global passenger 
traffic grew by 5.6 per cent 
in May on a year-over-year 
basis.

“While this was close 
to one percentage point 
below its year-to-date 

growth figure, it remains 
a robust demonstration of 
resilience considering the 
global climate of increas-
ing geopolitical tension,” 
it said.

The ACI’s month-by-
month passenger and 
freight statistics are based 
on sample of airports that 
provide regular reports.

The ACI’s report comes 
against the backdrop of 
studies by other global 
bodies, saying that the 
growth of the aviation in-
dustry remained the high-
est worldwide last year.

As per the Interna-
tional Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA), India’s 
civil aviation market will 
become the world’s third 
largest aviation market by 
2025. 

The domestic carrier, 
put together, are expected 
to add about 1,100 aircraft 
in the Indian skies in the 
next 10 years. At present, 
they are operating about 
600 aircrafts.

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (PTI): Leading ex-
changes BSE and NSE will suspend trading 
in shares of as many as nine firms, includ-
ing banking fraud accused Mehul Choksi’s 
Gitanjali Gems, from September 10 for not 
complying with listing norms pertaining to 
submission of financial results. 

However, if any company complies 
with the provisions of the LODR (Listing 
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 
Regulations on or before the date pre-
scribed by the exchanges, the trading in its 
security will not be suspended, according 
to separate communications dated August 
17 from the exchanges.

In case of the BSE, the date is Septem-
ber 4, while for the NSE, it is September 5.

While both the exchanges will together 
suspend Gitanjali Gems, Amtek Auto, 
Easun Reyrolle and Panoramic Universal, 
the BSE will suspend Thambbi Modern 
Spinning Mills, Indo Pacific Projects, 
Haryana Financial Corporation, Noble 
Polymers and Samruddhi Realty as well.

Trading in securities of the nine com-
panies will be suspended from September 
10, 2018 on account of non-compliance 
with Regulation 33 of LODR Regulations 
for two consecutive quarters -- December 

2017 and March 2018, the BSE said in a no-
tice. Regulation 33 pertains to submission 
of financial results.

With regard to Samruddhi Realty and 
Noble Polymers, the BSE said that both the 
firms have submitted the financial results 
but “not paid the applicable fines”.

Also, the entire promoter shareholding 
of the firms have been frozen from August 
17 till further notice, the exchanges said.

In a circular, the NSE said if the com-
panies fail to comply with the provisions of 
LODR Regulations on or before September 
5, then trading in their equity shares will 
be suspended from September 10 and the 
suspension will continue till the time they 
comply.

Also, 15 days after suspension has been 
effected, trading in the shares of non-com-
pliant companies will be allowed on trade-
for-trade basis in Z group only on the first 
trading day of every week for six months. 

The Z group includes companies 
which have failed to comply with its list-
ing requirements and/or have failed to 
resolve investor complaints and/or have 
not made the required arrangements with 
the depositories -- CDSL and NSDL -- for 
dematerialisation of their securities.

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (PTI): A 
new Airbus A320 neo aircraft 
of budget carrier IndiGo, 
which was inducted into its 
fleet barely a couple of weeks 
ago, has been grounded due 
to Pratt and Whitney engine 
issues.

“An IndiGo A320 neo has 
been grounded and is un-
dergoing a routine engine 
change. There is no impact 
on our flight operations,” 
the airline said in a state-
ment when reached out to 

confirm the grounding.
According to sources, 

the aircraft had flown less 
then 50 hours after it was 
delivered to the airline on 
July 31 this year, raising con-
cern over grounding of a new 
plane.

The flight was inducted 
for regular commercial oper-
ation in the first week of this 
month. On August 10, after 
operating from Indore to 
Bengaluru (flight no 6E708), 
it was grounded. Reportedly 

an oil/magnetic chip was 
found in the engine.

Sources said IndiGo had 
to seek special permission 
from aviation watchdog 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation to fly this aircraft 
from Bengaluru to New 
Delhi on August 12 as a 
“ferry aircraft” to undergo 
engine replacement. Ferry 
aircraft does not carry pas-
sengers.

No comments were 
available from the airline 

about the other six A320 neo 
planes which were grounded 
by it between July and the 
first week of this month.

P&W had in a statement 
said that the grounded air-
craft could be back in air 
from this month onwards. 
The sixth aircraft  was 
grounded on August 6 due 
to P&W engine issues.

P&W engine woes had 
forced the airline to ground 
some of the A320 neo aircraft 
on earlier occasions also.

On August 10, Inter-
Globe’s Chief Operating 
Officer Wolfgang Prock-
Schauer had expressed full 
confidence in A320 neo 
planes. InterGlobe operates 
IndiGo.

At present, IndiGo has a 
fleet of more than 170 air-
crafts, including 40 A320 neo 
planes.

During February and 
March this year, 14 planes 
- 11 of IndiGo and three of 
GoAir - were taken out of op-
erations due to P&W engine 
issues on the directions of 
the aviation regulator after a 
series of mid-air shut downs 
were reported by the two 
carriers.

The grounding of the 
IndiGo flights during this 
period had hit 1.08 lakh pas-
sengers.

In the 2017 June quarter, 
IndiGo grounded nine A320 
neo planes due to engine 
issues. The grounding had 
also resulted in the airline 
cancelling 84 flights on a 
particular day last year.

Market Outlook
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The Wrong Kind of Right 
is India’s New Malady

P
atriotism has acquired in the recent years a 
new definition in our country. A few people, 
who claim to be more patriotic than others, 
are engaged in large scale violence across the 

country on the pretext of teaching their detractors a 
lesson. Strangely, the law enforcing agencies are not 
taking cognizance of these people who are taking the 
law in their hands, which serves only narrow personal 
interests. Rather the agencies are busy framing charges 
against those who are resisting the so-called followers of 
‘neo patriotism.’ We have mentioned in this very space 
that democracy is not all about winning elections. It is 
all about providing justice to citizens including the last 
one standing in the queue. Unfortunately in our coun-
try these “neo patriots” are getting all the advantages 
including legal protection, while the protesting voices 
are being silenced by coercive means.

Many such incidents of silencing people who refuse 
to dance to the tunes of the ‘neo patriots’ have taken 
place in the recent times. Famous personalities, places 
of worships, and some communities, have been at-
tacked even on the slightest pretext, and termed trai-
tors. Yet, anyone of them has yet to be punished for the 
crimes they committed. Take the example of the person 
who killed a migrant labour, filmed the entire incident, 
and termed the act as a protest against ‘love jihad.’ The 
fact is that the poor migrant labour was not even dis-
tantly connected with any incident of ‘love jihad.’ The 
killer was a frustrated man: In an effort to hog limelight, 
he did it; that fact is well-established by an enquiry 
that was conducted after the incident. But the man, 
who was put behind bars for such a horrific and bar-
baric crime, received much support from his friends, 
who are also willingly violating the Indian Constitution. 
Even more, the offender, who is in jail since committing 
the crime, is issuing regular sermons — and it is being 
circulated widely through social media. If a murderer 
receives such a support, it is not difficult to realise that 
something is seriously wrong with the society.

Patriotism is not a weapon to suppress the opposi-
tion. Patriotism is not for people to come into promi-
nence. Patriotism is not a tool to win elections. Patriot-
ism is unquestioned love for the motherland. Patriotism 
means being ready to sacrifice everything for the sake 
of motherland. Patriotism is love for fellow citizens and 
stand beside them during times of need. We have seen 
many patriots. They are known to be patriots by virtue 
of their love for the country and compassion for fel-
lowmen and countrymen. They sacrificed everything, 
even their lives, to make our nation stronger. They were 
against draconian and oppressive laws. They were nev-
er against their own people, no matter whether or not 
they supported their views. Nowadays though, we are 
seeing just the opposite. Creating divisions among the 
people appear to be the mantra of these ‘neo patriots.’ 
Fratricidal killings appear to be the shortest route to 
fame. Clearly, these acts will spell doom for our tolerant 
and pluralistic society, which has earned a unique place 
for India in the world. If these ‘neo patriots’ are not pun-
ished at the earliest, India will definitely lose its place of 
glory among the progressive nations of the world.

Hardeep S. Puri | thewire.in

Thomas Schmittgen | The Conversation

The Not-So-Raunchy Side of the World of Spies
Sarwar Kashani | IANS

God is at work to make us who He 
intends us to be.

It’s satisfying to finish a job. Each month, for instance, 
one of my job responsibilities gets moved from one cat-
egory to another, from “In Progress” to “Completed.” I 
love clicking that “Completed” button. But last month 

when I clicked it, I thought, If only I could overcome rough 
spots in my faith so easily! It can seem like the Christian life 
is always in progress, never completed.

Then I remembered Hebrews 10:14. It describes how 
Christ’s sacrifice redeems us totally. So in one important 
sense, that “completed button” has been pressed for us. Je-
sus’s death did for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves: He 
made us acceptable in God’s eyes when we place our faith 
in Him. It is finished, as Jesus Himself said (John 19:30). 
Paradoxically, even though His sacrifice is complete and 
total, we spend the rest of our lives living into that spiritual 
reality—“being made holy,” as Hebrews’ author writes.

The fact that Jesus has finished something that’s still be-
ing worked out in our lives is hard to understand. When I’m 
struggling spiritually, it’s encouraging to remember that Je-
sus’s sacrifice for me—and for you—is complete . . . even 
if our living it out in this life is still a work in progress. Noth-
ing can stop His intended end from being achieved eventu-
ally: being transformed into His likeness (see 2 Corinthians 
3:18). 

Jesus, thank You for giving Your life for us. Help us trust 
You as we grow into followers whose lives look more 

and more like Yours, knowing that You are the one who 
makes us complete.

Kofi Annan’s Life and Work Epitomises the Power of Possibility
At the same time, the former UN chief’s legacy also brings out how the major powers 

have managed to limit the effectiveness of the secretary general.

Approval of First ‘RNA Interference’ Drug – Why the Excitement?

K
ofi Annan, UN secretary general 
from 1997 to 2006, passed away 
in his sleep at his home in Ge-
neva on August 18. He was 80.

How will his legacy be defined? A 
rock star Nobel Laureate who dedicated 
himself to the cause of peace, or some-
one on whose watch genocide took 
place in Rwanda and Bosnia and who 
then went on to rationalise a doctrine 
of intervention to stop and prevent such 
mass atrocities from taking place?

The first black African to head the 
United Nations, he was, in many re-
spects, a secretary general with a dif-
ference. He rose to the highest position 
from within the ranks of the UN itself. 
Prior to being elected secretary gen-
eral, he was undersecretary general for 
peacekeeping having served in his early 
career on the human rights and human-
itarian side of the UN.

He firmly believed that the UN 
should use its position to provide cover 
for ‘interventionism’. In fact, there is a 
view that had Annan not been acting 
secretary general, the authorisation for 
military action in Bosnia may not have 
been forthcoming. His own book, in fact, 
is interestingly entitled Interventions – A 
Life in War and Peace. It is, however, use-

ful to recall, that he sought intervention 
because he wanted to use the external 
stimulus to stop gross and egregious 
violations of human rights and avoid 
large-scale killings in the form of mass 
atrocities.

The doctrine that later came to be 
known as responsibility to protect or 
‘R2P’ then came to be misused. When it 
was used in the case of Iraq, Kofi Anan 
had the following to say in April 2002:

‘The decision to go to war without 
specific authorisation by the Security 
Council has created a deep division that 
will need to be bridged if we are to deal 
effectively, not just with the aftermath of 
Iraq, but with other major challenges on 
the international agenda.’

Noting that threats to international 
peace and security may require a search-
ing review of the adequacy of existing 
instruments, with a view to coming up 
with a collective response, he added:

“I say ‘collective response’ because 
I remain as convinced as ever that we 
are all safer – the large and powerful as 
well as the small and weak – in a system 
where all are governed by the interna-
tional rule of law and principles set out 
in the United Nations Charter.”

Emphasizing the obligations of the 
occupying powers, he continued:

“In the first instance, I hope the 

coalition will set an example by mak-
ing clear that they intend to act strictly 
within the rules set down by the Geneva 
convention and the Hague Regulations 
regarding the treatment of prisoners of 
war and by demonstrating through their 
actions that they accept the responsi-
bility of the occupying power for public 
order and safety and well-being of the 
civilised population.”

Just as Marx and Lenin should not 
be blamed for atrocities committed by 
Stalin in the name of what came to be 
characterised as communism, the doc-
trine of R2P went on to be misused by 
the Security Council in the military ac-
tion in Libya in 2011. The problem is not 
with the doctrine per se because its pil-
lars one and two call on every individual 
to do all that is possible to prevent the 
occurrence of mass atrocities. The prob-
lem lies in its pillar three and the use 
of outside force. Since it is the Security 
Council that has to make that determi-
nation, it has to do so with a sense of 
responsibility. In the case of Iraq, the 
UNSC authorisation was not forthcom-
ing. In the case of Libya, the unravelling 
of the country took place with the coun-
cil’s authorisation.

The genocide in Rwanda and Bos-
nia took place on his watch. It was the 
traumatisation from these genocides 

that prompted him to intellectually and 
politically prepared for the use of force 
from the outside to prevent such atroci-
ties.

The jury is still out on Annan’s legacy. 
He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2001. 
He will also be remembered with admi-
ration for the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) which came under his 
watch. He will continue to be admired 
for the emphasis he placed on human 
rights and humanitarian law and for 
standing up to the West when force was 
used without authorisation. He cannot 
be blamed for the misuse of the R2P 
doctrine being put to use in the case of 
Libya. The Security Council must accept 
full responsibility for that.

He also held high profile mediation 
roles in Kenya and Syria. He complained 
that discussions among world powers at 
the Security Council had termed his job 
as Syria envoy into Mission Impossible.

Kofi Annan’s life and work epitomise 
the power of possibility that an extraor-
dinary secretary-general can exercise but 
at the same time clearly brings out the 
limitations enforced by major powers in 
the discharge of that responsibility.

Hardeep S. Puri is a diplomat and 
the author of Perilous Interventions, 

Harper Collins, 2016.

S
mall interfering RNA sounds like something 
from a science fiction novel rather than a 
revolutionary type of medicine. But this odd-
sounding new drug offers a novel strategy for 

treating disease by targeting the root cause rather 
than just the symptoms. This is an exciting approach 
because it enhances the effectiveness of the treatment 
and reduces side effects.

The Food and Drug Administration recently ap-
proved the very first therapeutic small interfering RNA 
(siRNA), Onpattro (patisiran), to treat nerve damage 
caused by a rare disease called hereditary transthyre-
tin-mediated amyloidosis (hATTR). Hereditary tran-
sthyretin-mediated amyloidosis affects about 50,000 
people worldwide. The major cause is the buildup of a 
protein called amyloid in the peripheral nerves, heart 
and other organs. Small interfering RNA was first de-
scribed in 1998 and its discoverers were awarded the 
Nobel prize in physiology or medicine in 2006. Twenty 
years later the discovery has been translated into a 
new form of medicine.

Proteins make up the largest structural and func-
tional portion of our cells and tissues. The instruc-
tions to make a particular protein is encoded in our 
DNA. In order for the protein to be made, DNA must 
first be transcribed into an intermediate molecule 
called messenger RNA, which is then translated into a 
protein. Simply put, DNA makes RNA makes protein.

A disease such as hATTR is caused by excessive 
amyloid protein. One solution to overcoming these 
defects is to limit the protein from being made in the 
first place.

That’s where siRNA comes in.
The beauty of RNA drugs like Onpattro lies in its 

specificity. Onpattro is a small stretch of RNA that 
“interferes” with its counterpart mRNA. If the Earth 
represents a cell and all of the train tracks on Earth 
represents the RNA within that cell, Onpattro works 
by inhibiting a specific sequence of RNA; disrupting 
a stretch of train track that connects Pittsburgh and 
Cleveland. After Onpattro binds to its target, molecu-
lar scissors within the cell precisely cut the RNA pre-
venting production of the amyloid protein.

Although this siRNA strategy seems elegant and 

precise, it is not without challenges. Delivering the 
drug to the proper location within the body and the 
high costs associated with producing these complex 
therapeutics are hurdles that must be overcome be-
fore these drugs are widely adopted.

To improve the delivery of the drug to its target in 
patients, it must be protected from destruction in the 
blood stream. To accomplish this, Onpattro has been 
encapsulated in a protective fatty nanoparticle. The 
cost of treating hATTR with Onpattro is estimated at 
US$450,000 per patient per year.

There is also continued research and development 
of RNA-based therapies to treat disorders caused by 
changes in the cell triggered by a close cousin of siR-
NA, called microRNA. RNA drugs offer a new weapon 
in the arsenal to treat disease by blocking the produc-
tion of specific cellular proteins. With the approval 
of Onpattro, one can anticipate applying RNA thera-
peutics to treat other genetic diseases such as cancer, 
which is partly caused by excessive or hyperactive 
proteins.

Thomas Schmittgen is a professor of  
pharmaceutics at the University of Florida
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In Progress or 
Completed?

BIBLE READ:  HEBREWS 10:5–14   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy.           

~  Hebrews 10:14

Title: “The Unending Game: A Former 
R&AW Chief’s Insights into Espionage”, 

Author: Vikram Sood; 
Publisher: Penguin Random House; 

Pages: 304; Price: Rs 599

W
hat do you expect from a book that 
promises insights into the world of 
espionage? Ian Fleming’s James Bond 
picking up beautiful women during 

his mission to serve national interests? Or maybe 
flame-haired female Russian spies using their sen-
suality to gain access to the American national se-
curity establishment?

No! That happens only in the world of fantasy.
The real world of espionage is drab but none-

theless thrilling. The real-life characters don’t drive 
flashy sports cars, unlock safes, wear jazzy clothes 
or are masters of martial arts. They are anything 
but 007s. They are the antitheses of Bond. They 
look unassertive in their demeanor. But behind the 
unnoticeable and poker-faced expression lives a 
cunning, ruthless agent. The real spy.

“James Bond is fantasy, George Smiley is real-
ity,” says Vikram Sood -- a career intelligence of-
ficer for 31 years who retired in 2003 after heading 
India’s external intelligence service, the Research 
and Analysis Wing (R&AW) -- in his debut work of 
non-fiction “The Unending Game: A Former R&AW 
Chief’s Insights into Espionage”, published by Pen-
guin Random House.

George Smiley is a fictional character by nov-
elist John le Carré. Smiley, a career intelligence 
officer with “The Circus”, the fictionalised British 
overseas intelligence agency, is a central character 
in le Carré novels -- the latest one being “A Legacy 
of Spies”.

“In the strictest sense, a spy who completes a 
productive career without being discovered and 
settles down to quiet retirement is a successful spy,” 
defines Sood, who is now a not-so-quiet adviser at 
the Observer Research Foundation where he writes 
on India’s strategic affairs and national security.

Sood’s 300-plus page book about the tradecraft 
of intelligence largely explodes the prevalent per-
ception about the “second oldest profession but 
just as honorable”. This includes a mystique or 
even a glamourised aura that the worlds of fiction 
and cinema have created around it.

The book is not a former spy’s personal memoir, 
nor is it merely about the R&AW. It is an attempt to 
throw light on the practice of espionage in war-rav-
aged 20th Century and the differently tumultuous 
21st Century and tells us a bit about the security 
challenges India has faced or may face in the future 
-- more so in the virtual world of cyber space.

The retired spymaster, of course, talks about the 
issues he faced as the head of R&AW but the main 
purpose of the book apparently is to deal with the 
theory of espionage -- mysteriously shrouded or 
unduly glamourised.

Sood may have retired as an Indian spy but the 
anti-Pakistan flame he has kept alive all his ca-
reer has not been snuffed out. It is evident in an 
elaborate account of Pakistan’s quest for the “Is-
lamic” nuclear bomb. In fact, the prologue, which 
sets the pace and the narrative of the book, details 
how Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto famously said “we will eat 
grass or leaves, even go hungry but we will get one 
(nuclear bomb) of our own (because) we have no 
other choice” if India went ahead with its nuclear 

weapon programme.
Sood recalls a recorded event at Cafe du Tro-

cardo in Paris in November 1978 when the Paki-
stanis were shopping for the nuclear bomb across 
Europe.

“’Forget chasing the plutonium route. Uranium 
is the real McCoy,’ he said to the other man. The 
two had met for coffee that Sunday morning and 
then drifted away together towards Avenue Poin-
care to their cars. As one of them unlocked his car, 
the other slipped him an envelope.”

It was after R&AW’s years of a furious hunt all 
over Europe to lay hands on any evidence of Paki-
stan’s pursuit of nuclearisation as the agile Pakista-
nis kept moving from Germany to the Netherlands, 
then to Belgium, France, Switzerland and the UK.

Until then the R&AW officers had scoured the 
globe to find out how and from where the Pakista-
nis were acquiring material and technology.

“The envelope contained a document that 
clearly indicated that Pakistan had obtained 20 
high-frequency inverters essential for enriching 
uranium. The first order had been placed through 
a West German firm -- Team Industries.”

The intelligence was passed on to the civilian 
government in India to alert the world about Paki-
stan’s clandestine nuclear programme.

But Sood, little short of disparaging, says the 
R&AW, after navigating the labyrinth path to Paki-
stan’s bomb, “had no support or sympathy from the 
Prime Minister of the day, Morarji Desai, an acerbic 
Gandhian who did not want to have anything to do 
with intelligence collection about threats to the 
country, much less with matters relating to nuclear 
weapons acquisition”.

Desai “went about systematically decimat-
ing” the agency. Stations were shuttered, budgets 
slashed and “sensitive operations that had taken 
years to build” were also closed.

“Intelligence agencies,” Sood writes, “are the 
sword arm of the nation” and perhaps that is why 
“external intelligence, espionage and covert opera-
tions are a country’s first line of offence and de-
fence”.

The book is a must-read for intelligence practi-
tioners, security or strategic affairs experts or even 
academics -- for those who are interested in know-
ing about the the real, not-so-raunchy or glamor-
ous side of the world of espionage. It is full of action 
sans drama. But then facts are facts, and they need 
not be dramatic. To read this not-so-simmering ac-
count is to come in from the cold -- the “Cold War”, 
I mean.

Sarwar Kashani can be contacted  
at sarwar.k@ians.in



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Monday, August 20, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Step out of your 
usual role, Aries. Doing this every now and 
then can add knowledge and expand your 
life. The day’s planetary aspects favor such 

growth. Your willingness to walk a different path can 
give you far more than you imagine. Try something 
you’ve never considered before. Go to a new place. 
Change your desk around. See what you can discov-
er about yourself and the world.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Are you satisfied 
with your current career, Taurus? If not, start 
by making a plan. There are specific steps 
that you can take to give you the greatest ad-

vantage in the opportunities available. Consider visit-
ing online career sites. There are wonderful articles and 
tips for the taking. Don’t settle for less than you deserve. 
See what’s out there and find a more fulfilling career.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Don’t fear 
change, Gemini. Even if you think you don’t 
adjust well, you have far more adaptability 
than you realize. Without change, life would 

become stagnant and lifeless. It wouldn’t be long be-
fore you grew unsatisfied and bored with the same old 
thing. Try to see change as an adventure and a gateway 
to greater happiness and fulfillment. Trust in your ver-
satility, too.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Make your 
dreams valuable tools for insight, Cancer. 
Back in the old days, great rulers believed so 
strongly in the insight of dreams that they 

employed interpreters. Whether you think dreams are 
mystical insights or random thoughts, you can gain a 
lot from them. Reoccurring dreams are significant and 
can point to something that needs addressing. Con-
sider exploring this area.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Follow your instincts, 
Leo. Even if you have a tendency to listen 
more to your reason, put that aside. While 
your ears can hear words, your intuition can 

hear what’s between the lines and provide you with a 
much bigger picture. If something sounds right but 
feels wrong, you’ll be better off trusting your feelings. 
Act with careful consideration and caution.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Feed your mind 
with new knowledge, Virgo. Visit a book-
store or read some interesting information 
online. If you have more time, visit the li-

brary or explore courses that you might like. There is 
knowledge to be had everywhere you look, provided 
you’re open to receiving it. People are often the best 
resource. Ask someone to explain something, if that’s 
what you need.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Try to see night-
mares as safe ways to understand feelings, 
Libra. No one likes to experience them, and 
we’d sooner forget them once awake, the 

quickest way to ensure they don’t return is to under-
stand what they’re saying. Fear, pain, and anxiety are 
the most common ingredients of nightmares. What 
frightens you? Do you feel insecure? Consider the 
questions and probe for answers.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Are you living 
your dreams, Scorpio? Are you still in touch 
with them? The energy from today’s planetary 
aspects can lend strength and encourage-

ment to this part of your life. Take hold of the things you 
want most of all. Ask yourself, “What do I want people to 
say about me when I’m gone?” Get back on the road to a 
fulfilled life by taking steps toward your desires.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today’s a 
good day to check into advancing your ca-
reer or education, Sagittarius. The energy 
favors expansion and growth. When was the 

last time you learned a new skill? It doesn’t have to be 
work related, either. If arranging flowers, skydiving, 
or proramming websites is something that appeals to 
you, go for it. Never stop looking for ways to expand 
your knowledge.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Do you 
recognize your intuition as a valuable as-
set, Capricorn? Some people do and some 
don’t. Which group are you in? It can be easy 

to trust more in concrete, factual reality than in the 
things you can’t touch, yet your intuition can serve you 
more than you may realize. That gut feeling you experi-
ence can guide you toward greatness and alert you to 
danger. Trust it more.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Use your 
creativity to make things happen today, 
Aquarius. This doesn’t have to take the form 
of a finished product. You can come up with 

new and innovative ways to approach a task, project, 
or problem. Trust your ability to discover such things. 
You’re known for your sharp thinking and creative 
abilities. Combining them can make you unstoppable 
when finding solutions to almost any problem.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Find new ways to 
expand your horizons, Pisces. The web has an 
infinite number of resources and information 
to explore. Not only that, but your community 

and local colleges offer various courses to choose from. 
Think about what you’d enjoy learning - perhaps a new 
job skill or craft. Whether it’s judo or Italian or wood-
working that strikes your fancy, it’s out there. Find it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Rejimon K. | thewire.in

As Kerala Continues to Face Dark Days, Thousands Await Rescue

L
ast Wednesday, Joseph Roy, a techie 
working in Thiruvananthapuram, 
travelled to his home town 
Chenganoor to volunteer himself 

as a flood relief worker.
“When I was travelling, I was think-

ing I would help by distributing food to 
those affected by the rain. But hours after I 
reached my village, the rain worsened and 
when the Pamba river started to overflow, 
following the opening of dams in the dis-
trict, the flood waters started to rise. With-
in hours, there was no difference between 
road and river,” Joseph told The Wire.

“After I started to hear that people 
are stuck in their homes, I realised that I 
should join the rescue efforts. I called my 
friends, hired a boat and started rescue op-
erations from Thursday morning onwards. 
We were able to rescue a couple of fami-
lies, transport food and drinking water to 
camps on our boats and coordinate rescue 
operations with government rescuers and 
others,” Jospeh added.

For the last two weeks, Kerala has been 
witnessing the worst rainfall in a century. 
The incessant rainfall forced the govern-
ment’s hand to open 80 dams, leading to 
the flooding of major cities in the state.

Record rain after 1924
According to Indian Meteorological De-
partment, Kerala has witnessed an average 
rainfall of 2091.1 mm between June 1 and 
August 15, which is 30% above the normal.

This is a record rainfall since the deluge 
in Kerala in 1924, which was called Great 
Flood 99, where the average rainfall was 
around 3000 mm. 

Following the continuous rain, for the 
first time in the history, Idukki dam, Asia’s 
largest arch dam, opened all five of its 
shutters, leading to overflowing of rivers. 
Munnar, Thrissur, Ernakulam, Aluva, Kot-
tayam, Alappuzha and Idukki were flood-
ed in the aftermath.

While rain has caused landslides in 
Idukki and Kannur, overflowing rivers have 
cut off roads in many places and flooded 
many cities.

30,000 stranded in Chenganoor
Meanwhile, in Chengannoor, one of the 
worst hit areas in the state, Saji Cherian, 

the MLA from the area, said that around 
30,000 people are still waiting to be res-
cued.

“Navy boats and helicopters are help-
ing a lot. However, the fishermen boats 
are successful in entering every nook and 
cranny in the area. We were able to rescue 
thousands today. But there are around 
30,000 people still stranded on rooftops 
waiting for help,” the MLA said.

In addition to government rescue 
forces, help has been sought from fisher-
men from different coastal areas. In Chen-
gannoor itself, 65 fishermen boats, four 
helicopters, five military boats and four 
100-member strong army teams that have 
been deployed.

Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports from 
Chengannoor claim that several dead bod-
ies have been sighted floating in the area.

On Friday night, Cherian while talking 
to a TV channel, said that if the situation 
worsens, the death toll could be in the 
thousands in Chengannoor alone. As of 
now, food is being deployed by using heli-
copters. 

Relief materials stuck
The situation is similar in other cities in 
Kerala. With the roads cut off, volunteers 
and government agencies are not being 
able to distribute relief materials.

“We have collected relief materials for 
thousands of rupees. We want to distribute 
the materials in Alappuzha where there are 
no proper roads. But the road to reach the 
nearest town itself is cut off, so we are un-
able to reach out to them,” Ajaykumar V.B., 
a social activist, said.

Alappuzha is a district with backwa-
ters, lakes, lagoons, and canals. During the 
first phase of monsoon itself, many parts 
of Alappuzha were cut off from other ar-
eas. “Now, the second phase has put many 
people’s life in danger. We are afraid that 
some may die due to hunger,” Ajay added.

According to a senior official in Kerala 
State Disaster Management Authority, as 
per latest data, there are 3,177 camps shel-
tering around 846,250 people in different 
parts of the state.

Adarsh Kumar, a resident of Aluva, 
who is now in a camp in a school, said that 
there is a shortage of food, drinking water, 
medicine and even clothes.

“Women do not have sanitary napkins. 

And those who are sick are struggling a lot. 
It is a scary situation,” Adarsh said.

324 dead
In a press conference held on Friday night 
in Thiruvananthapuram, a few hours be-
fore Prime Minister Narendra Modi landed 
in Kerala, chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
revealed that from May 29 till August 17 
morning, 324 people have died in the del-
uge.

After a meeting with the prime minis-
ter on Saturday morning, the chief minis-
ter tweeted that he has informed Modi that 
the initial estimate of loss the state has suf-
fered is Rs 19,512 crore.

In another tweet, expressing Kerala’s 
thanks to the Centre, he wrote that the 
prime minister announced an assistance 
of Rs 500 crore. He added that he had re-
quested immediate assistance of Rs 2,000 
crore.

On August 12, Union home minister 
Rajnath Singh and minister of state (inde-
pendent charge) for tourism K.J. Alphons, 
visited the flood and landslide-affected ar-
eas of Kerala and announced a release of 
Rs 100 crore in advance from the National 
Disaster Response Fund.

According to a statement from PMO 
office, the prime minis-
ter has also announced 
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh per 
person to the next kin 
of the deceased and Rs 
50,000 to those seriously 
injured from PM’s Na-
tional Relief Funds (PM-
NRF).

Around Rs 2,900 crore 
(unaudited) is lying as 
balance in Prime Minis-
ter National Relief Fund.

The PMNRF was 
set up in 1948 by then 
prime minister Jawaha-
rlal Nehru using public 
contributions to assist 
displaced persons from 
Pakistan. However, the 
resources of the PMNRF 
are now utilised prima-
rily to render immediate 
relief to families of those 
killed in natural calami-
ties like floods, cyclones 
and earthquakes, etc. 
and to the victims of the 
major accidents and ri-
ots.

The fund consists 
entirely of public contri-

butions and does not get any budgetary 
support. The corpus of the fund is invested 
with scheduled commercial banks in vari-
ous forms. Disbursements are made with 
the approval of the prime minister.

Insufficient funds
Even though the chief minister has not 
expressed his displeasure at the Centre’s 
response openly, many across India have 
alleged that the Centre’s support thus far 
has been insufficient.

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
general secretary Sitaram Yechury tweeted 
that the funds the Modi government has 
released are grossly insufficient.

“Kerala has suffered a loss of nearly 
₹20,000 cr in these floods. The state had 
sought an *immediate* assistance of ₹2000 
cr from the Centre. What Modi has given is 
grossly insufficient for urgent rescue, relief 
and rehabilitation work,” the tweet read.

When The Wire got in touch with 
Yechury, upon being asked if the Centre is 
playing politics, the general secretary re-
plied in a text message: “We are not alleg-
ing that. But people are not fools!”

Meanwhile talking to The Wire over 
phone from Chengannur, Joseph C. Math-
ew, a former IT advisor to the Kerala gov-
ernment, said that the government should 
simply give back the Rs 500 crore.

“I am stranded in the worst flooded 
area. My parents-in-law are stuck in a 
building for the last four days. Many like 
them are still stuck. Rescue operations are 
not efficient. People are dying due to lack 
of medicine and food. Rescuers are retriev-
ing dead bodies. Do you think that Rs 500 
crore is enough?” Joseph asked.

The Rs 500 question
Interestingly, it has been noted that no 

matter what disaster hits any part of India, 
the Modi government only announces Rs 
500 crore as relief each time.

On July 25, 2017, while chairing a meet-
ing in Ahmedabad on the Gujarat floods, 
Modi announced an immediate additional 
assistance of Rs 500 crore under the State 
Disaster Response Force. According to re-
ports, around 200 people died and 4.5 lakh 
were displaced in Gujarat floods.

On August 1, 2017, for the relief, re-
habilitation, reconstruction and flood 
mitigation measures in the flood-affected 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Na-
galand and Mizoram, Modi announced 
a relief package of over Rs 2,000 crore. 
Around 80 people died during the disaster.

On August 26, 2017, for the Bihar floods, 
which claimed 440 lives, Modi announced 
Rs 500 crore only.

Other states
However, other states have also made 
contributions towards easing the situa-
tion in rain-battered Kerala. Maharashtra 
has announced Rs 20 crore, Uttar Pradesh 
Rs 15 crore, Jharkhand Rs 5 crore and Gu-
jarat, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh have an-
nounced Rs 10 crore each.

Even though Tamil Nadu has been at 
loggerheads with Kerala on lowering the 
water level of the Mullaperiyar dam, the 
state has announced Rs 10 crore in assist-
ance in two phases.

Situation worsening
Meanwhile, Kerala had issued red alert 
again in 11 districts. Heavy rainfall is pre-
dicted for the day in all districts except 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Kasara-
god.

With no end in sight to the deluge, peo-
ple are still making panic-stricken appeals 
on social media for help, saying they can-
not contact rescue services.

Flood water from the Periyar river 
and its tributaries have submerged many 
towns in Ernakulam and Thrissur.

An alarming situation has developed 
in Alapuzha, Ernakulam, Thrissur and 
Pathanamthitta districts, where roads 
have become completely submerged.

Thousands of people are still perched 
on trees and rooftops. Water has even 
started entering relief camps. Other mes-
sages have been sent from people trapped 
inside temples and hospitals as well as 
their homes.

Hundreds of fishermen from coastal 
villages have joined the rescue efforts at 
Pathanamthitta, where helicopters are air-
lifting people to safer places.

Currently, 57 Teams of National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF) involving 
about 1,300 personnel and 435 Boats are 
deployed for search and rescue operations.

Five Companies of Border Security 
Force, Central Industrial Security Force 
and Rapid Action Forces have been de-
ployed in the Kerala to carry out rescue 
and relief measures.

The army, air force, navy and coast 
guard have also been deployed for assist-
ing Kerala in search and rescue operations.

A total of 38 helicopters have been de-
ployed. In addition, 20 aircraft are being 
used for ferrying resources.

The army has deployed 10 columns and 
10 teams of the Engineering Task Force in-
volving around 790 trained personnel. The 
navy is providing 82 teams.

The Coast Guard has provided 42 
teams; two helicopters and two ships.

The Centre and various states have pledged help 
to flood-hit Kerala where 324 people have died 
and lakhs have been relocated to relief camps. 

But critics have hit out at the Centre for its 
delayed response.
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Back series GDP data not official estimates — Statistics Ministry

Sidhu’s hug to Pakistan Army chief not nice gesture — Punjab CM3,500 rescued in Kodagu, rains hit rescue work
Centre keeps eye on 
disease outbreak in 
Kerala, sets up camps

Muslim man, who converted to Hinduism, moves SC for custody of his wifeVajpayee’s 
ashes immersed 
in Haridwar 

India successfully tests 
smart anti-airfield weapon

Animal markets bustling in Kashmir Valley ahead of Eid

PTI

Indian Army members conduct rescue and evacuation drive in flood-affected regions on Sunday.
PTI

Volunteers of Pagdi Sambhal Jatta stage protest against Punjab minister Navjot Singh Sidhu for visiting 
Pakistan for Prime Minister Imran Khan’s swearing-in ceremony and meeting with Pakistani officials, in 
Attari on Sunday.

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (IANS): In 
the light of a controversy over 
back series GDP numbers 
published this week showing 
that the Indian economy per-
formed better during previous 
UPA rule, the government said 
on Sunday that these are “not 
official estimates” and that the 
official data would be released 
later.

Referring to the data pub-
lished in the media, the Minis-
try of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI) said 
in a statement that “these are 
not official estimates”.

“The estimates in the re-
port are not official estimates 
and are meant only to facilitate 
a decision on the appropriate 
approach,” it said. 

The MoSPI has revised the 
base years of the Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) and the 
Index of Industrial Production 
(IIP) to 2011-12 and for the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), or 
retail inflation, to 2012.

According to the back se-
ries data on Gross Domestic 
Product based on the report of 
the Committee on Real Sector 
Statistics, the Indian economy 
clocked a 10.08 per cent growth 
rate in 2006-07 under the UPA 
regime led by then Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh, the 
highest since liberalisation of 
the economy in 1991. 

The National Statistical 
Commission (NSC) also said 

in a separate statement on 
Sunday that the methodology 
for back-casting of GDP series 
is a “work in progress” and yet 
to be finalised. 

The NSC had constituted 
a Committee on Real Sector 
Statistics under the Chairman-
ship of Sudipto Mundle in April 
2017 for improvement and 
modernisation of the real sec-
tor database. 

“It is clarified that the 
methodology for back-casting 
of GDP series has not yet been 
finalised and various alterna-
tive methods are being ex-
plored,” the Ministry said. 

“The methodology, as also 
the series using the methodol-
ogy, will be worked out using 
the suggestions made by the 
Committee on Real Sector 
Statistics and other sugges-
tions that emanate during the 
consultancy process.”

According to the statement, 
the committee also looked at 
the issue of data challenges in 
bringing out the Back Series of 
GDP (Base 2011-12) as several 
new sources had been used 
in the current series, which 
were not available, or not reli-
able, in the earlier series (Base 
2004-05). 

The MoSPI also said that 
the committee approached the 
data challenges using different 
approaches. Three possible 
approaches were considered 
for generating the back series. 

The recommendations of 
the NSC Committee will be 
examined by MoSPI and other 
experts for deciding on the 
appropriate methodology to 
be adopted for generating the 
back series estimates for each 
sector. 

“The Advisory Committee 
on National Accounts Statistics 
will be deliberating on the Back 
Series estimates before finalis-
ing the same for continuity, 
consistency and reliability,” the 
MoSPI said. 

It said that the statistical 
processes involved in produc-
ing such estimates are open, 
transparent and in line with 
the best international practices 
and standards. 

“The processes and esti-
mates are evolved after de-
tailed deliberations in various 
technical committees and 
the recommendations placed 
in the public domain. Efforts 
have also been made to in-
crease the sample size and use 
of high frequency data released 
by various agencies,” the Min-
istry said. 

In a Facebook post, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley, 
who is currently convalescing, 
pointed to the global factors 
which helped a high rate of 
growth during the period in 
question. 

Besides this, the UPA-I 
government had the benefit 
of a continuous incremental 

reforms from 1991 to 2004, 
he said. 

“2003-04 witnessed the 
boom period for the global 
economy. The result was that 
global growth picked up. Most 
economies were doing well 
and all emerging economies 
started showing a high growth 
rate. This period continued 
till 2008 when the global crisis 
started. 

“Since demand was high, 
exports were growing, and, 
therefore, for an emerging 
economy like India it was a 
great opportunity. However, 
when this honeymoon ended, 
growth started slipping down 
and to ensure that growth is 
maintained, two significant 
steps were taken. 

“Firstly, fiscal discipline 
was compromised and the 
banking system was advised 
to go in for reckless lending, 
notwithstanding the fact that 
it would eventually put the 
banks at a risk,” he added.
UPA I, UPA-II delivered 
highest decadal growth – 
Chidambaram
Former Union Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram on Sunday 
said that back series calcula-
tion of GDP proved that UPA 
I and II governments led by 
the Congress (2004-2014) de-
livered the highest decadal 
growth of 8.13 per cent since 
independence.

He said that there was a de-

termined effort by the present 
BJP-led government to run 
down the record of the Man-
mohan Singh government 
through distortions. 

The senior Congress leader 
said that the Modi govern-
ment, in its fifth year in power, 
can’t match the average growth 
rate of UPA-I, but hoped that it 
could catch up with the aver-
age growth rate of the UPA-II 
regime.

He said that the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had inherited 
an economy that was on the 
upswing. 

“Unfortunately, after the 
first two years, the government 
stumbled and the momentum 
was lost. The main reasons 
were demonetisation, flawed 
implementation of Goods and 
Services Tax and tax terrorism,” 
he added.

Chidambaram said: “The 
back series data is now avail-
able. The numbers prove the 
dictum that truth cannot be 
suppressed forever, and that 
the truth has a way of emerg-
ing amid a torrent of lies and 
distortions.”

“Since this government 
came to power in May 2014, 
there has been a determined 
effort to run down the record 
of two UPA governments un-
der Dr Manmohan Singh from 
2004 to 2014,” he added. 

Quoting figures from 

Ministry of Statistics’ data, 
Chidambaram said that the In-
dian economy’s growth under 
NDA-I (A.B. Vajpayee) govern-
ment was 5.68 per cent, it was 
8.36 per cent during UPA-I, 
7.68 per cent in UPA-II and 
7.33 per cent growth in NDA-II.

“A lot of confusion was 
sown and the Modi govern-
ment added to the confusion 
by changing the base year 
from 2004-05 to 2011-12,” the 
Congress leader added.

Chidambaram said: “The 
Congress had repeatedly 
pointed out that when the base 
year was changed, the govern-
ment should follow a healthy 
international practice and 
revise the numbers for the 
previous years too. 

“We had demanded that 
the back series data of Gross 
Value Added and GDP should 
be calculated and released so 
that meaningful comparisons 
can be made,” he added.

He said that UPA-I and 
UPA-II delivered the highest 
decadal growth (8.13 per cent 
at factor cost) since independ-
ence. 

“It is also a matter of record 
that during this period, 140 
million people were lifted out 
of poverty. The three best years 
were 2005-06, 2006-07 and 
2007-08. Dr Arvind Subrama-
nian called them the ‘boom 
years’,” the former Minister 
said.

The former Minister said 
that the golden run would have 
continued but for the global 
financial crisis in September 
2008.

“When the UPA govern-
ment demitted office, eco-
nomic growth had recovered to 
6.39 per cent (at market prices) 
in 2013-14. Besides, the fiscal 
deficit had been reduced to 
4.48 per cent and the current 
account deficit had been con-
tained at 1.7 per cent.”

Chidambaram said there 
were other reasons why the 
economy stumbled during 
Modi government, including 
stagnation in investment. 

“The peak Gross Fixed 
Capital Formation as per cent 
of GDP was 34.3 per cent in 
2011-12. Even in 2013-14 it 
was 31.3 per cent. However, 
in the last three years, it has 
remained constant at 28.5 
per cent. At that level of in-
vestment (GFCF), it is not 
possible to achieve higher 
growth rates. 

“Yet another reason is slug-
gish credit growth. In 2013-14, 
it was 14.0 per cent. The aver-
age of four years under the 
Modi government is 8.27 per 
cent.” 

Chidambaram said the 
Congress was a passionate 
advocate of high growth with 
equity and social justice. “All 
three have suffered under the 
Modi government,” he said.

Chandigarh, Aug. 19 
(IANS): Punjab Chief Min-
ister Amarinder Singh on 
Sunday said his Cabinet 
Minister Navjot Singh Sid-
hu’s hug to Pakistan Army 
chief Qamar Javed Bajwa 
in Islamabad was “not a 
nice gesture and was com-
pletely avoidable”.

Sidhu should have 
avoided indulging in such 
a gesture when Indian 
soldiers are getting killed 
every day on the borders, 
the Chief Minister told 
reporters here.

“After all, it is the Army 
chief who gives orders to 
kill, with soldiers merely 
following the order,” the 
Chief Minister said.

“Bajwa is responsible 
for the deaths of our sol-
diers and Sidhu should not 
have shown such niceties 
towards him,” Amarinder 
Singh said.

As for Sidhu sitting 
next to Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) Presi-
dent Masood Khan at 
the swearing-in of Imran 
Khan as Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, Amarinder 
Singh said that the former 

The Centre has set up 
3,757 medical camps in 
flood-battered Kerala to 
prevent epidemic dis-
eases even though no 
outbreak of any commu-
nicable disease has been 
reported there so far, the 
Health Ministry said on 
Sunday.

“While no outbreak of 
any communicable dis-
ease has been reported, 
health experts opine that 
once floodwaters start to 
recede, the environment 
will become conducive for 
epidemic diseases. 

The state has been 
asked for daily surveil-
lance to detect early 
warning signs of any out-
break,” a Ministry state-
ment said.

Health advisories on 
infectious diseases, their 
prevention and control, 
safe drinking water, hy-
giene steps, vector con-
trol and others have been 
shared with the state. 

“Following the state’s 
request, the first batch of 
90 types of medicines in 
requested quantity will 
reach Kerala on Monday.” 

“We are extending all 
support and continuously 
monitoring the flood situ-
ation.

 The Health Secretary 
is in touch with the state’s 
health functionaries and 
monitoring the situation 
daily through the disease 
surveillance network,” the 
statement quoted Union 
Health Minister J.P. Nadda 
as saying.

Kodagu (Karnataka), Aug. 
19 (IANS): About 3,500 
marooned people were 
rescued in Karnataka’s 
worst flood-hit Kodagu 
district even as incessant 
rains hampered relief 
work, the government said 
on Sunday.

“The Indian Army, 
Navy and other state and 
central agencies have 
rescued more than 3,500 
people so far,” a statement 
from Chief Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy’s office 
said.

O f  t h e  h u n d r e d s 
stranded across this flood-
hit hilly district, about 270 
km from Bengaluru, the 
3,500 rescued till Sunday 
noon have been shifted to 
30 relief camps and efforts 
were on to reach the others 
held up on hilltops.

The exact number 
of people still stranded 
across the district could 
not be ascertained from 
the officials.

Located in the Western 
Ghats mountain ranges, 
the coffee-growing district 
is the worst-hit due to the 
south-west monsoon rains 
since June first week.

The incessant rains 
have been causing flood-
ing and landslips across 
the region, damaging the 
arterial roads.

Over 60 people have 
been stranded in Muk-
kodlu village of the district, 
but airlifting them has not 
been possible due to bad 
weather, Kumaraswamy 
said on Saturday.

About 300 people 
were rescued on Satur-
day, including more than 
30 senior citizens and 50 
children.

About 60 Dogra Regi-
ment soldiers, 12 naval 
divers, National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
officials, 525 fire service 
personnel and Home 
Guards are among those 
working on rescue opera-
tions. In total, over 1,000 
rescuers from state and 
central agencies have been 
engaged in the rescue op-
erations.

Hundreds of volun-
teers from state capital 
Bengaluru and across the 
state have been gather-
ing relief material, includ-
ing dry food, water, milk, 
clothing and medicines, 

and distributing them to 
those in the temporary 
shelters in the district.

The water being re-
leased from Harangi res-
ervoir in the district across 
Harangi river, one of Cau-
very’s tributaries, has been 
adding to the flooding of 
towns and villages in the 
region.

Over the last 24 hours, 
the district received an 
average rainfall of 5.4 cm, 
according to the India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD). Few parts of the 
district received rain upto 
11.5 cm. Revenue Minister 
R.V. Deshpande has been 
overseeing the rescue and 
relief operations.

The state-run Karna-
taka State Road Transport 
Corp (KSRTC) on Sun-
day resumed all its intra-
state bus services towards 
Kodagu and Mangaluru 
and inter-state services 
towards Kerala.

The bus services were 
suspended over the past 
few days towards Kodagu, 
Mangaluru and flood-hit 
Kerala due to the land-
slips and damaged roads 
caused by the rains.

New Delhi, Aug. 19 (PTI): A 
33-year-old Muslim man, 
who converted to Hindu-
ism to marry a 23-year-old 
Hindu girl in Chhattisgarh, 
has moved the Supreme 
Court seeking the release 
of his wife from her par-
ents’ custody.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justice D 
Y Chandrachud sought re-
sponse from Chhattisgarh 
government and asked for 
a copy of the petition to be 
served to the state govern-
ment counsel.

“The superintend-
ent of police of district 
Dhamtari, Chhattisgarh, 
is directed to keep An-
jali Jain, daughter of Ashok 
Kumar Jain, respondent 
No.4 herein, present be-
fore this court on August 
27, 2018,” the bench said 
and directed court officials 
to communicate a copy of 
the order to the SP.

Mohd Ibrahim Sidhiq-

ui, who had converted to 
Hinduism and taken the 
name of Aryan Arya, chal-
lenged the Chhattisgarh 
High Court order, saying it 
had erroneously declined 
to direct his wife’s family to 
release her to him.

He said there was a 
threat to his and his wife’s 
life and she was being 
deprived of her liberty 
against her wishes by her 
family members.

Arya said he was being 
threatened by his wife’s 
family and some other 
orthodox members of the 
society.

He said his wife had 
told the high court that 
she was a major of 23 years 
of age and got married to 
him by her own choice.

The high court had giv-
en her choice to either live 
with her parents or be ac-
commodated in a hostel.

According to the peti-
tioner, both he and his wife 

are residents of Dhamtari 
district and have had the 
relationship for the past 
2-3 years.

In February 23, 2018, 
he converted to Hinduism 
and took the name Aryan 
Arya to marry the woman. 
They subsequently got 
married at the Arya Samaj 
Temple at Raipur, Chhat-
tisgarh, on February 25, 
2018, as per Hindu tradi-
tions.

In his petition, he 
said his wife Anjali Jain 
returned to her parents’ 
home at Dhamtari but did 
not immediately inform 
her parents about the mar-
riage.

He said his wife’s par-
ent’s somehow came to 
know about their mar-
riage and the couple then 
planned for her to move 
out of her parents’ home 
without informing them.

She left her home on 
June 30, but policemen 

found her before she could 
meet Arya and took her to 
a police station and then 
to a Sakhi Centre shelter 
home for women.

Arya alleged that po-
lice recorded a wrong 
statement that the wom-
an wanted to stay with 
her parents and handed 
over her custody to her 
father.

Challenging her custo-
dy to her father and inac-
tion of police, Arya moved 
the high court, which pro-
ceeded to direct Anjali 
Jain and her father to be 
produced in the court on 
July 30.

The high court, after 
interacting with Anjali 
Jain, held that she had de-
nied of any illegal deten-
tion by her parents’ and it 
recorded that her parents’ 
have serious reservations 
with regard to the relation-
ship, or the so called mar-
riage between her and the 

appellant.
The petition said the 

court had ruled that “cer-
tain breathing space and 
time is required to be given 
in a free atmosphere to 
Anjali to make up her own 
independent mind”.

The case is similar to 
Hadiya case of last year 
where a Hindu girl from 
Kerala converted to Is-
lam to marry a Muslim 
man and the apex court on 
April 9, set aside the Kerala 
High Court verdict and re-
stored the inter-faith mar-
riage of Hadiya and Shafin 
Jahan, saying the former 
had “absolute autonomy 
over her person.” 

Observing that the 
faith of a person was in-
trinsic to a person’s mean-
ingful existence, the top 
court had said that “choos-
ing a faith is the substra-
tum of individuality and 
sans it, the right of choice 
becomes a shadow.”

Srinagar, Aug. 19 (IANS): As Eid-ul-
Zuha approaches, animal markets 
across the Kashmir Valley were 
bustling with shoppers on Sunday 
who were looking to buy sacrificial 
animals to mark the festival on 
Wednesday.

Muslims all over the world offer 
animal sacrifices to commemorate 
the sacrifice made by Prophet Abra-
him. It is for this reason that Eid-ul-
Zuha is also known as Bakr Eid.

Makeshift animal shops have 
come up in all cities and towns al-
though the Eidgah grounds in Srina-
gar continues to remain the biggest 

such market. The sacrificial animals 
being sold at the Eidgah market were 
sheep, goats and also a few camels.

State government has fixed rates 
for these sacrificial animals, but the 
official order determining the price 
seems to be nobody’s priority.

A well fed sheep can cost 
anything between INR 5,000 to 
INR12,000 as buyers and sellers 
engage in hectic haggling over the 
prices.

Once they have bought a sacri-
ficial animal or two, Kashmiris are 
seen lined up outside bakeries.

Buying bakery items for the fam-

ily around the Eid festival has almost 
become a ritual in the Valley.

Well known bakeries in Srina-
gar sell cakes, pastries and biscuits 
worth millions of rupees on Eid.

Other priority items on the Eid 
shopping list are new clothes and 
firecrackers for children.

In sharp contrast to Eid-ul-Fitr, 
very few locals are seen hanging 
around butcher shops on Eid-ul-
Zuha. This is because gifts of mutton 
of sacrificial animals reach homes 
of neighbours, relatives and friends 
in every locality of the Valley on Eid-
ul-Zuha.

Haridwar, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
The ashes of former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee were immersed by 
his foster daughter Na-
mita in the Ganges here 
on Sunday.

Among those who were 
present at the immersion 
ceremony in Har-Ki-Pauri 
ghat were Vajpayee’s foster 
grand-daughter Niharika, 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) President 
Amit Shah, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath and Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Trivendra 
Singh Rawat.

Earlier in the day, Na-
mita and Niharika col-
lected his ashes from the 
Smriti Sthal in New Delhi 
where he was cremated 
on Friday with full military 
honours. 

Ne w  D e l h i ,  A u g . 1 9 
(IANS): India has suc-
cessfully test-fired indig-
enously designed and 
developed long-range 
precision-guided anti-
airfield bomb that was 
dropped from an Indian 
Air Force (IAF) aircraft, 
the Defence Ministry said 
on Sunday.

The Smart Anti-Air-
field Weapon (SAAW ) 
system was successfully 
tested at the Chandan 
firing range in Rajasthan. 

A total of three tests 
with different release con-
ditions were conducted 
from August 16 to 18, a de-
fence spokesperson said.

“The weapon system 
was integrated with live 
warhead and destroyed 
the targets with high pre-
cision. 

The telemetry and 
tracking systems captured 

all the mission events. All 
the mission objectives 
have been achieved.”

T h e  1 2 0 - k g  c l a s s 
smart weapon is capa-
ble of destroying ground 
targets using precision 
navigation up to a range 
of 100 km. It is capable 
of destroying runways, 
bunkers, aircraft hang-
ers and other reinforced 
structures.

The bomb, which is 
said to have higher preci-
sion and much cheaper 
compared with missiles, 
can be carried on IAF’s 
various aircraft like Jaguar 
and MiG.

The weapon has so 
far undergone eight de-
velopmental trials and 
performance of the sys-
tem for different ranges 
under multiple launch 
conditions has been dem-
onstrated.

cricketer “possibly did not 
know who he was and in 
any case the seating ar-
rangement was not in his 
hands”. The Chief Minister, 
however, dismissed oppo-
sition’s demand for Sidhu’s 
resignation.

As for Sidhu’s visit to 
Pakistan for the swearing-
in ceremony, Amarinder 
Singh said it was in his per-
sonal capacity due to his 
close relations with Imran 

Khan from their cricketing 
days. The Chief Minister 
said he will meet his coun-
terparts from Haryana 
and Himachal Pradesh on 
Monday to discuss and 
draw a joint strategy to 
combat drug abuse.

He had accepted the 
invite for the meeting from 
Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Saturday.

Underlining the need 

for collective efforts to 
counter the drug menace, 
Amarinder Singh said that 
he had initiated the proc-
ess several weeks ago with 
a letter to the Chief Min-
isters of the neighbouring 
states.

“No state can afford to 
ignore the drug abuse is-
sue, which has extremely 
dangerous implications 
for our future genera-
tions,” he added.
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News IN BrIef
8.2-magnitude quake strikes off Fiji
Suva, Aug. 19 (IANS): A massive earthquake measuring 
8.2 on the Richter scale on Sundat struck in the middle of  
the Pacific Ocean, roughly 200 miles off Fiji and almost the 
same distance from Tonga, according to the US Geological 
Survey. The earthquake struck just after midday Sunday 
and was almost 560 km deep, the USGS said. The Pacific 
Tsunami Warning Centre said based on the data available, a 
destructive Pacific-wide tsunami was not expected, and there 
was no threat to Hawaii. There were no immediate reports 
of damage or injuries.
 

US seeks to overthrow Iranian 
regime — Tehran
Tehran, Aug 19 (IANS): The US move to roll out an Iran 
Action Group (IAG) is aimed at toppling the Islamic regime, 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said on Sunday.
“The US overthrew the popularly elected democratic 
government of  Mossadegh 65 years ago, restoring the 
dictatorship and subjugating Iranians for the next 25 years,” 
Zarif  said on his Twitter account, reports Xinhua news 
agency. “Now an ‘Action Group’ dreams of  doing the 
same through pressure, misinformation and demagoguery. 
Never again,” he said. The US State Department on 
Thursday announced the creation of the IAG to execute the 
administration’s Iran strategy and pressure the country to 
change its behaviour.

Israel shuts Gaza crossing following 
violence
Jerusalem, Aug. 19 (IANS): Israel said on Sunday it has 
closed its crossing with the Gaza Strip following violence 
along the fence during the weekend. Defense Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman said in a statement he decided to 
temporarily shut down the Erez Crossing, except for 
humanitarian cases, reports Xinhua news agency. On Friday, 
Palestinians renewed the protest near the border between 
Israel and Gaza. Molotov cocktails and explosives were 
hurled towards Israeli forces during the rally. The Israeli 
army responded with tear gas and live fire, killing two people 
and injuring 60 others. The violence occurred amidst stalled 
Egyptian-brokered ceasefire between Israel and the Hamas, 
the Palestinian organization that runs the besieged enclave.

Kim again slams international 
sanctions on N Korea
Pyongyang, Aug. 19 (IANS): North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un, for the second time in less than a week, slammed 
international sanctions on his country, state media reported 
on Sunday. “The hostile forces’ persistent sanctions and 
obstructive moves come as a serious setback to the advance 
of our socialism,” Kim Jong-un said during the inspection 
of a reconstruction project in the Samjiyon district, where 
his late father and former leader, Kim Jong-il, was born. The 
North Korean leader, who was accompanied by his wife 
Ri Sol-ju and senior officials of the ruling Workers’ Party, 
said that despite the sanctions, the country was making 
history with “legendary miracles despite the most difficult 
conditions”, reports Efe news.

Mataram, Aug. 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Multiple earthquakes -- including 
a powerful and shallow 6.9-mag-
nitude tremor -- struck Indonesia’s 
Lombok today, sending fresh panic 
coursing through the already bat-
tered island.

Three significant quakes were 
recorded by seismologists today, 
the first a 6.3 shortly before mid-
day which triggered landslides and 
sent people fleeing for cover.

It was followed nearly twelve 
hours later by a late evening quake 
measuring 6.9 and an aftershock 
soon after of 5.9 strength according 
to the US Geological Survey.

The picturesque island is al-
ready reeling from two devastating 
quakes on July 29 and August 5 that 
killed nearly 500 people and made 
hundreds of thousands homeless.

There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties or damage from 
the late evening quakes on an 
island where many have chosen 
to sleep in tents in recent weeks 
because of regular aftershocks.

One local resident said the 
powerful tremor jolted him awake.

“The earthquake was incred-
ibly strong. Everything was shak-
ing,” Agus Salim told AFP.

“We were all sleeping in an 
evacuation tent. I had just fallen 
asleep when suddenly it started 
to shake.... Everyone ran into the 
street screaming and crying.” Na-

tional disaster agency spokesman 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho tweeted 
that blackouts had hit much of the 
island after the evening quakes.

“Aftershocks are still happen-
ing across Lombok,” he tweeted. 
“It’s pitch black.... We are still co-
ordinating with officials on the 
ground.” - Landslides and col-
lapsed buildings - 

Sutopo Purwo Nugroho had 
earlier said that the morning quake 
caused panic but no widespread 
reports of damage. One person 
died from a suspected heart attack 
and there were reports of localised 
damage.

Landslides were reported in a 
national park on Mount Rinjani 
where hundreds of hikers had 
been briefly trapped after the 
quake in late July. The park has 
been closed since then.

Local disaster mitigation agen-
cy spokesman Agung Pramuja said 
several houses and other struc-
tures in the district of Sembalun, 
on the slopes of Mount Rinjani, 
collapsed on Sunday after being 
damaged by the previous two 
quakes.

The structures included 
checkpoints once used by trekkers 
climbing the mountain, Pramuja 
said, adding that the exact number 
of damaged buildings was still be-
ing checked.

Residents said the latest earth-

quake was felt strongly in East 
Lombok.

“I was driving to deliver aid to 
evacuees when suddenly the elec-
tricity pole was swaying. I realised 
it was an earthquake.

“People started to scream and 
cry. They all ran to the street,” East 
Lombok resident Agus Salim told 
AFP.

The tremor was also felt in the 
island’s capital Mataram and on 
the neighbouring resort island of 
Bali.

“Everybody ran outside their 
house. They’re all gathering in 
an open field, still terrified,” said 
Endri Susanto, a children’s rights 
activist in Mataram.

“People are traumatised by the 
previous earthquakes and after-
shocks never seem to stop.” 

The latest tremor comes two 
weeks after a shallow 6.9-mag-
nitude quake on August 5 dam-
aged tens of thousands of homes, 
mosques and businesses across 
Lombok.

At least 481 people died and 
thousands were injured.

The hardest-hit region was in 
the north of the island, which has 
suffered hundreds of aftershocks.

A week before that quake, a 
tremor surged through the island 
and killed 17.

The August 5 quake left more 
than 350,000 displaced, with many 

sleeping under tents or tarpaulins 
near their ruined homes or in 
evacuation shelters, while make-
shift medical facilities were set up 
to treat the injured.

Badly damaged roads, particu-
larly in the mountainous north of 
the island, are a headache for relief 
agencies trying to distribute aid.

The economic toll of the quake 
is estimated to be at least five tril-
lion rupiah ( 348 million).

Dubbed “The Island of a Thou-
sand Mosques”, Muslim-majority 
Lombok is a less popular destina-
tion than its neighbour Bali, the 
Hindu-majority island that is the 
backbone of Indonesia’s 19.4 bil-
lion tourist sector.

But Lombok had been ear-
marked as one of Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo’s “10 new 
Balis”, with the regional govern-
ment hoping to develop it into a 
major destination -- especially in 
the booming halal tourism sector.

Indonesia sits on the so-called 
Pacific “Ring of Fire”, where tec-
tonic plates collide and many of 
the world’s volcanic eruptions and 
earthquakes occur. 

In 2004 a tsunami triggered by 
a magnitude 9.3 undersea earth-
quake off the coast of Sumatra in 
western Indonesia killed 220,000 
people in countries around the 
Indian Ocean, including 168,000 
in Indonesia.

Geneva, Aug. 19 (PTI/AFP): From his native 
Africa to the United States, tributes contin-
ued to pour in from around the world today 
after UN chief, Nobel peace laureate, and 
“diplomatic rock star” Kofi Annan died at 
the age of 80.

The Ghanaian national was a career 
diplomat who projected quiet charisma and 
was widely credited for raising the world 
body’s profile in global politics during his 
two terms as head of the UN from 1997 to 
2006.

The first secretary general from sub-Sa-
haran Africa, Annan led the United Nations 
through the divisive years of the Iraq war 
and was later accused of corruption in the 
oil-for-food scandal, one of the most trying 
times of his tenure.

Annan “astutely guided the United 
Nations organisation into the 21st cen-
tury defining an ambitious agenda that had 
made the UN truly indispensable to peace, 
prosperity and human dignity around the 
world,” Annan’s successor as UN secretary 
general, Ban Ki-moon, said in a statement.

Annan’s family said he had passed away 
peacefully on Saturday after a short illness.

Annan, who lived not far from the UN 
European headquarters in Geneva, died in 
a Bern hospital, Swiss media reported.

His foundation told the ATS news agen-
cy Sunday his funeral would be a private 
event, but did not provide further details. It 
said a separate UN ceremony would be held 
at a later date.

Current UN chief Antonio Guterres de-
scribed his predecessor as “a guiding force 
for good”.

“In many ways, Kofi Annan was the 
United Nations,” he said.

“He rose through the ranks to lead the 
organisation into the new millennium with 
matchless dignity and determination.” The 
UN said it would fly flags at half mast at all 
of its locations around the world through 
Tuesday.

And Ghana’s President Nana Akufo-
Addo announced a week of mourning for 
“one of our greatest compatriots”.

In 2001, as the world was reeling from 
the September 11 attacks in the United 
States, Annan was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize jointly with the world body “for 
their work for a better organised and more 
peaceful world”.

Another Nobel laureate, retired South 
African archbishop Desmond Tutu, de-
scribed Annan as “an outstanding human 
being who represented our continent and 
the world with enormous graciousness, 
integrity and distinction.” - ‘Diplomatic 
rock star’ 

Born in Kumasi, the capital city of 
Ghana’s Ashanti region, Annan devoted four 
decades of his working life to the UN and 
was the first chief to rise from within the 
organisation’s ranks.

In 1993, he took over as peacekeeping 
chief -- a position he held through two of 
the UN’s darkest chapters: the Rwandan 
genocide and the Bosnian war.

His tenure as UN chief was tarnished by 
a 2005 investigation of Annan and his son 
over the oil-for-food scandal, seen by some 
as payback for his comments that the 2003 
US-led invasion of Iraq was “illegal”.

An inquiry cleared Annan of any seri-
ous wrongdoing, but found ethical and 

management lapses linked to his son Kojo’s 
ties with a Swiss firm that won lucrative 
contracts in the oil-for-food scheme.

Annan later admitted the scandal had 
sorely tested his mettle not only as secretary 
general, but as a father.

Despite the lows, he left the post as one 
of the most popular UN leaders ever, and 
was considered a “diplomatic rock star” in 
international diplomatic circles.

After ending his second term as UN 
chief, he kept up his diplomatic work, taking 
high-profile mediation roles in Kenya and in 
Syria, and more recently leading an advisory 
commission in Myanmar on the crisis in 
Rakhine state.

He enjoyed some success in ending 
post-election turmoil in Kenya in 2007, and 
on Saturday the two main players in that 
crisis, former president Mwai Kibaki and 
his opposition rival Raila Odinga celebrated 
his efforts.

Annan resigned from the peace mission 
for Syria in 2012 after just a few months, say-
ing a Security Council stalemate had turned 
it into a “mission impossible”.

He also set up his foundation devoted 
to conflict resolution and joined the Elders 
group of statesmen which speaks out on 
global issues.

But he had recently spoken of his de-
spair at the state of global leadership and 
the lack of will to engage in resolving crises.

“Honestly speaking, we are in a mess,” 
he told AFP last December, warning that 
“today, leaders are going in the wrong direc-
tion... leaders are withdrawing.” Despite his 
criticism, current and former world leaders 
voiced their admiration for Annan.

Russian President Vladimir Putin hailed 
his “wisdom and courage”, while German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel celebrated the 
“exceptional statesman in the service of 
the global community.” President Donald 
Trump had yet to comment, but his Sec-
retary of State, Mike Pompeo on Sunday 
hailed a life spent “advocating for peace and 
human dignity”.

And US ambassador to the UN Nikki 
Haley said Annan “never stopped fighting 
for the dignity of every person”.

Former US president Barack Obama 
earlier said Annan “embodied the mission 
of the United Nations like few others”.

Lahore, Aug. 19 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
candidate Usman Ahmed 
Khan Buzdar was elected 
as chief minister of Punjab 
today, ending the 10-year 
rule of the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz party in the 
country’s politically power-
ful and the most populous 
province.

Buzdar got 186 votes 
while his rival and PML-N 
nominee Hamza Shahbaz 
bagged 159 votes, Punjab 
Assembly Speaker Pervaiz 
Elahi said, announcing the 
result after the voting in the 
house.

Hamza is the son of 
PML-N chief Shahbaz 
Sharif, who was the chief 
minister of Punjab from 
2008 till 2018.

Chief Minister-elect 
Buzdar was a member of 
Sharif’s team in the past.

PTI dominates Punjab 
Assembly with 179 seats, 
whereas PML-N has 164 

seats in the house. There 
are a total of 173-seats Na-
tional Assembly seats from 
Punjab.

A support of 186 mem-
bers, in the 371-members 
House, is needed for a party 
to form a new government 
in the province. 

Seven members of the 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
remained present in the 
house but did not cast vote. 

The newly-elected chief 
minister comes from one 
of the most backward areas 
of Punjab, the tribal area of 
Dera Ghazi Khan division, 
some 400-km from Lahore, 
the provincial capital.

In his maiden address 
to the provincial assembly, 
49-year-old Buzdar vowed 
to focus on neglected areas 
of the province.

“I belong to an under-
developed area myself. Our 
priority is good governance 
and ending corruption,” 
he said, adding that he will 
take forward Imran Khan’s 

vision.
He thanked Prime Min-

ister Khan for nominating 
him for the top post.

“There has been no 
electricity in my area. We 
will try to break the status 
quo. I will bring forth the 
best time to fight corruption 
and poverty. We will bring 
reforms in police,” he said.

The voting for the top 
post was delayed by nearly 
three hours as the session 
was scheduled to be started 
at 11am. Shortly after the 
speaker commenced the 
session, PML-N lawmak-
ers staged a protest raising 
slogans “rigged polls”, refer-
ring to the July 25th general 
elections.

Prime Minister Khan 
h a d  s t ro n g l y  b a c k e d 
Buzdar’s candidature, say-
ing the candidate under-
stands the problems of the 
people of neglected areas 
and will strive to ensure 
their uplift as chief min-
ister.

Kabul, Aug. 19 (IANS): Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani 
on Sunday announced a conditional three-month ceasefire 
with the Taliban starting on Monday.

“As we approach Eid-ul-Adha... we announce a ceasefire 
that would take effect from Monday, the day of Arafa, till 
the day of the birth of the prophet (PBUH), Milad-un-Nabi, 
provided that the Taliban reciprocate,” Ghani told a gather-
ing celebrating the Independence Day, Xinhua reported. 

The Afghan leader also called on Taliban leadership 
to welcome the wishes of Afghans for a long lasting and 
real peace. “We urge the Taliban leadership to get ready for 
peace talks based on Islamic values and principles,” Ghani 
said, adding that the Afghan government has removed “all 
obstacles for a long lasting peace through these unprec-
edented steps.” However, the Taliban group, which has 
repeatedly rejected an offer for peace talks with the Afghan 
government, has yet to react to President Ghani’s offer for 
ceasefire. In June, the Afghan government announced a 17-
day ceasefire to encourage the Taliban group to support the 
national reconciliation process. Reciprocating the govern-
ment step, the Taliban announced a three-day truce during 
Eid-ul-Fitr which marked end of fasting month.

Mecca, Aug. 19 (PTI/AP): 
More than 2 million Mus-
lims from around the 
world, including India, 
today began the annual 
hajj pilgrimage at first light 
in Saudi Arabia, circling 
the cube-shaped Kaaba in 
Mecca that Islam’s faithful 
face five times each day 
during their prayers.

The five-day hajj pil-
grimage represents one of 
the world’s biggest gath-
erings every year, and is 
required of all able-bodied 
Muslims once in their life.

The hajj offers pilgrims 
an opportunity to feel clos-
er to God amid the Muslim 
world’s many challenges, 
including the threat of vio-
lence and extremists in the 
Mideast and the plight of 
Myanmar’s Muslim Ro-
hingya minority.

“We are very blessed by 
Allah to be in this place, and 
we pray to Allah to make 
the Islamic nations from 
the West to the East in a bet-
ter situation,” said Essam-
Eddin Afifi, a pilgrim from 
Egypt. 

“We pray for the Islamic 
nations to overcome their 
enemies.” 

Muslims believe the 
hajj retraces the footsteps 
of the Prophet Muham-
mad, as well as those of the 
prophets Ibrahim and Is-
mail Abraham and Ishmael 
in the Bible. 

Muslims believe God 
stayed the hand of Ibrahim 
after commanding him to 
sacrifice his son, Ismail. In 
the Christian and Jewish 
version of the story, Abra-
ham is ordered to kill his 
other son, Isaac.

The Kaaba represents 
the metaphorical house 
of God and the oneness of 
God.

Muslims circle the 
Kaaba counter-clockwise 
seven times while reciting 
supplications to God, then 
walk between the two hills 
traveled by Hagar, Ibra-
him’s wife. Mecca’s Grand 
Mosque, the world’s largest, 
encompasses the Kaaba 
and the two hills.

Before heading to Mec-
ca, many pilgrims visit the 
city of Medina, where the 
Prophet Muhammad is 
buried and where he built 
his first mosque.

After prayers in Mecca, 
pilgrims will head to an 
area called Mount Ara-
fat tomorrow, where the 
Prophet Muhammad de-
livered his final sermon. 

From there, pilgrims will 
head to an area called Muz-
dalifa, picking up pebbles 
along the way for a sym-
bolic stoning of the devil 
and a casting away of sins 
that takes place in the Mina 
valley for three days.

At the hajj’s end, male 
pilgrims will shave their 
hair and women will cut 
a lock of hair in a sign of 
renewal for completing 
the pilgrimage. Around the 
world, Muslims will mark 
the end of hajj with a cel-
ebration called Eid al-Adha. 

The holiday, remem-
bering Ibrahim’s willing-
ness to sacrifice his son, 
sees Muslims slaughter 
sheep and cattle, distribut-
ing the meat to the poor.

Maj. Gen. Mansour al-
Turki, the spokesman of 
the Saudi Interior Ministry, 
told journalists yesterday 
that over 2 million Muslims 
from abroad and inside the 
kingdom would be taking 
part in this year’s hajj.

Saudi Arabia’s ruling Al 
Saud family stakes its le-
gitimacy in part on its man-
agement of the holiest sites 
in Islam. King Salman’s of-
ficial title is the “Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques,” 
at Mecca and Medina. 

Other Saudi kings, and 
the Ottoman rulers of the 
Hijaz region before them, 
all have adopted the honor-
ary title The kingdom has 
spent billions of dollars of 
its vast oil revenues on se-
curity and safety measures, 
particularly in Mina, where 
some of the hajj’s deadliest 
incidents have occurred.

Berlin, Aug. 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin called on Europe to 
financially contribute to the 
reconstruction of Syria to 
allow millions of refugees to 
return home. 

“We need to strengthen 
the humanitarian effort 
in the Syrian conflict,” he 
said yesterday ahead of a 
meeting with his German 
counterpart Angela Merkel 
at the government retreat of 
Meseberg castle 70kms (45 
miles) north of Berlin. 

“By that, I mean above 
all humanitarian aid to the 
Syrian people, and help the 
regions where refugees liv-
ing abroad can return to.” 

There are currently one 
million refugees in Jordan, 
the same number in Leba-
non, and three million in 
Turkey, Putin said. 

Germany has accepted 
hundreds of thousands of 
migrants since 2015 -- the 
height of the migration cri-
sis -- which has weakened 
Angela Merkel politically 
and split the European Un-
ion. 

“This is potentially a 
huge burden for Europe,” 
Putin said.

“That’s why we have to 
do everything to get these 
people back home,” he add-
ed, emphasising the need to 
properly restore basic serv-
ices such as water supplies 
and healthcare. 

Merkel said the prior-
ity in Syria was “to avoid a 

humanitarian catastrophe”, 
but did not give any further 
details.

Also on the agenda 
for the two leaders is the 
Ukraine crisis, which “un-
fortunately does not ad-
vance at all”, Putin said. 

The Minsk agreements, 
a peace process sponsored 
by Germany and France 
aimed at ending the con-
flict in eastern Ukraine, is 
at a standstill, Merkel said, 
pointing at the absence of a 
“stable ceasefire”.

A United Nations mis-
sion on the ground, which 
will be discussed during the 
talks, “could perhaps play a 
pacifying role” in the region, 
she said. 

Earlier, Germany’s for-
eign minister Heiko Maas 
said he was “relatively opti-
mistic about the chances of 
a United Nations mission”, 
telling the Die Welt news-
paper: “We want to give a 
new dynamic to the Minsk 
process.” 

Russia is accused by 
Kiev and Westerners of mili-
tarily supporting the sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine, 
which it denies. 

Economic cooperation, 
particularly over energy, 
was also billed as a central 
theme in the discussions. 

Russia and Germany are 
partners in the Nord Stream 
2 gas pipeline, a project 
criticised by US President 
Donald Trump due to Ber-
lin’s reliance on Moscow. 

fresh 6.9 magnitude quake 
rocks Indonesia’s Lombok island

Tributes pour in for former UN chief 
and Nobel laureate Kofi Annan

Usman Buzdar elected chief 
minister of Pak’s Punjab province

Afghan president announces 
3-month ceasefire with Taliban

Over 2 mn. Muslims begin annual hajj pilgrimagePutin calls on Europe 
to rebuild Syria so that 
refugees can return

AP/PTI

Muslim pilgrims pray at the Grand Mosque, ahead of the annual Hajj pilgrimage in the Muslim holy city of 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Saturday, Aug. 18, 2018. 

PTI

FILE - In this Sunday, May 14, 2006 file photo U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan waves as he gets into 
a car upon his arrival at the Incheon International 
Airport, west of Seoul, South Korea. 
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TV anchor Matt Lauer’s divorce with estranged wide Annette Roque is nearing its finalisa-
tion and with it comes a multi-million dollar settlement. According to Page Six, Lauer, 60, 
has agreed to pay Roque, 51, up to $20 million in their divorce, which will soon be final. The 
outlet also reports that the couple, who married 20 years ago, has agreed to share custody 
of sons Jack, 17, and Thijs, 11, and daughter Romy, 14. “Lauer finally decided it was time to 
finalise everything and move forward and focus on the kids. He has a lot of guilt about how 
things went down and he wants to make sure Annette is taken care of,” a source told Enter-
tainment Tonight.  Now, “there is a noticeable difference in their attitude toward this entire 
process”, the source said.  “They seem happier and their family and friends are thrilled to see 
they are both moving forward.” (IANS)

Matt Lauer to pay estranged wife $20 mn.

Big B, SRK contribute to Kerala relief work

Lovato’s backup 
dancer denies 
supplying her drugs

Ben Hardy ‘lied’ to get ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’

Farhan urges West Bengal to correct 
‘glaring error’ in school book

New season of ‘Koffee With Karan’ to premiere on Oct. 21

We’ve cleared 
our dues, says 
Kangana on real-
estate controversy

2:00 PM, 8:00 PM: 
GOLD (Hindi)

11:00 AM, 5:00 PM
SATYAMEV JAYATE (Hindi)
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

C
elebrities like Amitabh 
Bachchan, Shah Rukh 
Khan, Dulquer Salmaan 
and Jacqueline Fernandez 
have contributed to relief 

work in flood-ravaged Kerala. They 
have also urged others to donate.

“The devastation caused by 
incessant rain in Kerala is frightening. 
Hundreds and thousands of our sisters 
and brothers are in deep anguish! We 
must do all we can to contribute as 
much as we can towards the needs of 
the people of Kerala. I have. You must 
too,” Amitabh tweeted.

The death toll due to rains and 
floods in Kerala increased to 370.

Shah Rukh’s Meer Foundation has 
donated Rs 21 lakh to a relief group 
working amongst flood victims. 

Jacqueline committed to 
donate Rs 5 lakh to 
NGO Habitat 
for Humanity 
India’s Kerala 
Flood Relief 
Programme.

She said 
in a state-
ment: “I 
am deeply 
pained 
to 

see the devastation caused by the 
floods in Kerala. My heart goes out 
to the people in need and in order to 
help them, I have decided to donate to 
Habitat for Humanity India. 

“I am happy that they 
have undertaken their 
disaster response work 
in Kerala. I appeal to 
all my friends, fans 
and peers from the 
film industry to 
come and support 
our flood relief work 
for the people of 
Kerala.”

Filmmaker Priya-
darshan has already 
handed over his and 
actor Ak-

shay Kumar’s cheque to Kerala Chief 
Minister’s Distress Relief Fund. “Let’s 
together build back Kerala back 
to its glory again. No politics, 
no religion only humanity. 

Let’s stand together to save 
Kerala,” he tweeted.

Actress Chi-
trangda Singh has 
also urged people 
to “join hands 
and hearts” and 
“help our coun-
trymen. Stand for 
Kerala”.

Oscar winner 
Resul Pookutty has 

thanked all the celeb-
rities like Vidya Balan, 

Sonam Kapoor and Alia 
Bhatt who 

have con-
tributed 
to the 
cause.

IANS

D
emi Lovato’s 
long-time 
backup 
dancer and 
friend Dani 

Vitale is denying rumours 
that she provided drugs to 
the singer.

In an emotional essay 
shared on Vitale’s Insta-
gram, the dancer made 
it clear that she was not 
responsible for “Échame 
la Culpa” singer’s relapse, 
reports variety.com.

“I have never touched 
nor even seen a drug in 
my entire life. I do not do 
drugs nor would I ever 
encourage or supply them 
to anyone I love,” Vitale 
wrote. Vitale, 28, went on 
to recount how she had 
been out celebrating her 
birthday with friends on 
July 23. The next morn-
ing, she woke up to a call 
about Lovato’s overdose. 

“My whole being was 
ridden with sadness, con-
fusion, love and hopeless-
ness,” she said.

Later rumours that Vi-
tale had supplied Lovato 
with drugs sent Vitale into 
turmoil.

“I wound up not leav-
ing my house nor my bed 
for 3 weeks. Ridden with 
severe depression, fear, 
anxiety, sadness, anger, 
disgust, numbness and 
many more adjectives 
that I’ve been feeling that 
I sadly can’t even put into 
words,” she wrote on 
Instagram.

“After days of count-
less nights not being able 
to sleep, or waking up in 
a full sweat and soaking 
in my own tears, I was 
forced to put my phone in 
a dresser drawer. Terrified 
to open a blind or to get 
out of bed, my house re-
mained just as dark as my 
mind daily,” she added. 

Vitale thought if she 
stayed asleep, “that was 
the time I did not have to 
be conscious living in this 
hell that was being forced 
upon me. 

“And there were nights 
I would honestly hope I 
would not wake up the 
next morning so I did not 
have to live through this 
any more and it would all 
go away,” she added.

IANS

A
ctor Ben Hardy says he 
lied about his drumming 
skills to play former Queen 
band member Roger Taylor 
in the upcoming movie 

“Bohemian Rhapsody”.
He said he had reached out to di-

rector Bryan Singer after learning that 
his “X-Men: Apocalypse” filmmaker 
was taking charge of the new biopic.

“He had reservations based upon 
the fact that he wanted the person 
who played Roger Taylor to be able 
to play the drums, because you can 
cheat the other instruments with 
camera angles, but in the wide shots 
you can see if the drum is out of 
sync,” Hardy told people.com. 

He added: “So I told him I could 
play the drums - which I could not at 
the time. I wanted the job really bad. 
Who does not want to play a rock ‘n’ 
roll star? So I told him a little white lie/
big lie, that I could play the drums. So 
he was like, ‘Great, can you put this 
song on film for me to show to the 
producers?’”

Hardy flew into “a massive panic” 
and quickly hired a music teacher to 
put him through a drumming crash 
course, playing for 10 hours a day to 
perfect the new talent.

“There was not enough time - I 
bought the cheapest drum kit I could 
find and found a drum teacher locally 
and was like, ‘Look, here’s the deal: 
I need to learn to play this song as 
soon as possible, what can you 
do?’”

Hardy recalled Singer chasing 
him up for the video recording.

“I was like, ‘Here is the mo-
ment, going to have to do it.’ So I 
put it on film and just prayed,” he 
said.

His intense training paid off, 
and he was added to the line-up of 
“Bohemian Rhapsody”, which stars 
Rami Malek as Queen frontman 
Freddie Mercury.

IANS

F
ilmmaker-actor-
singer Farhan Akhtar 
pointed out a “glar-
ing error” made in a 
West Bengal school 

book and urged the West Ben-
gal Education Minister Partha 
Chatterjee to rectify it.

Farhan, who played the 
title role in the Indian track 
and field legend Milkha Singh’s 
biopic “Bhaag Milkha Bhaag”, 
pointed out that a Bengali 
school textbook carried his im-
age instead of the athlete.

“To the Minister of School 
Education, West Bengal. 
There is a glaring error with 
the image used in one of the 
school text books to depict 
Milkha Singhji. Could you 
please request the publisher to 
recall and replace this book? 
Sincerely,” Farhan tweeted on 
Sunday.

On the work front, he will 
be next seen in director Sho-
nali Bose’s “The Sky Is Pink”, 
alongside Priyanka Chopra 
and Zaira Wasim.

IANS

K
aran Johar will 
be back with the 
sixth season of his 
celebrity chat show, 
“Koffee With Karan” 

from October 21.
The 46-year-old filmmaker, 

who hosts the Star World show, 
took to Twitter to make the an-

nouncement.
“And here it is! #KoffeeWith-

Karan, premieres 21 Oct, Sun-
days 9 PM. @StarWorldIndia,” 
Johar wrote.

The “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil” 
director also revealed on social 
media that the shoot of the 
show is underway.

Johar had earlier teased 
that the show will return with a 
bang.

“Time to wake up and 
smell the... COMING SOON,” 
he tweeted, along with his 
photograph from the sets of 
the show. 

The last installment of 

the show, which premiered 
on November 6, 2016, was in 
news after Kangana Ranaut 
called Johar the “flag-bearer of 
nepotism” in one of the epi-
sodes, kick-starting the debate 
about Bollywood’s favouritism 
towards industry kids.

PTI

R
ejecting the 
claims of a real 
estate broker, 
Actress Kanga-
na Ranaut says 

she has cleared all her 
dues and despite this 
she is being harassed.

Last year, Kangana 
bought a bungalow in 
Pali Hill, and the com-

plainant was instrumental 
in making the deal happen 

but now the real estate bro-
ker has approached the 

Khar Police complain-
ing against her sister 
Rangoli Chandel and 
other staff members.

“I paid the 
agency who 
made the 
deal for me... 

One percent 
brokerage which 
adds to Rs 22 
lakhs, their dues 
have been paid 
many months 

ago. The said 
person is one of 

the brokers who 
offered this deal to 
me,” Kangana said. 

The “Queen” 
actress says she is be-
ing harassed for more 
money. 

“My finance team 
never dealt with him 
directly but now he is 
harassing us for Rs 22 
lakhs more, he is claim-
ing two percent of the 
transaction made from 
my end... which was 
never promised to him 

before or after the deal... 
So, this does not make 

sense and we have made 
it clear to the cops as well. 
We have all the evidence,” 
Kangana added.

The property in question 
has a total area of 3,075 sq. ft, 
Kangana paid Rs 1.03 crore 
as stamp duty. Along with the 
bungalow, she has also got a 
car parking of area 565 sq. ft.

IANS
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Water-rich planets outside our 
solar system common — Study

Permafrost carbon leak could 
peak within a few decades — Study

This AI system could make lip sync dubbing accurate

Researchers develop new 
way to grow blood vessels

Resistance training boosts 
exercise motivation Printable tags can convert plain objects into ‘smart’ devices

Mothers’ pesticide levels linked to autism risk in kidsHubble captures dazzling 
image with 15,000 galaxies

NASA’s Parker Solar Probe operating as planned — ScientistsMexican astrophysicist discovers 
first galaxies in universe

Higher BMI may increase your BP as well

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 1 9 
(IANS): Elevated pesticide 
levels in pregnant wom-
en are associated with an 
increased risk of autism 
among their children, says 
a study.

Autism is a complex 
neurodevelopmental dis-
order with largely unknown 
causes. It is characterised 
by problems with commu-
nication, difficulty relating 
to people and events, and 
repetitive body movements 
or behaviours. 

“These findings provide 
the first biomarker-based 
evidence that maternal 
exposure to insecticides 

is associated with autism 
among offspring,” the re-
searchers said.

The study, published 
online in the American 
Journal of Psychiatry, ex-
amined whether elevated 
maternal levels of persistent 
organic pollutants are asso-
ciated with autism among 
children. 

Persistent organic pol-
lutants are toxic chemicals 
that adversely affect human 
health and the environment 
around the world. 

The researchers, includ-
ing Professor Alan Brown 
from Columbia University 
Medical Centre in the US, 

analysed levels of DDE, a 
breakdown product of the 
pesticide DDT (dichlorodi-
phenyltrichloroethane). 

Although DDT and oth-
er persistent organic pol-
lutants were widely banned 
in many countries decades 
ago, they persist in the food 
chain, resulting in continu-
ous exposure among popu-
lations. 

These chemicals trans-
fer across the placenta, re-
sulting in potential prena-
tal exposure among nearly 
all children.

The researchers eval-
uated levels of DDE in 
maternal serum samples 

drawn from more than 750 
children with autism and 
matched control partici-
pants from a national birth 
cohort study, the Finnish 
Prenatal Study of Autism. 

The odds of autism 
among children were sig-
nificantly increased in 
mothers whose DDE lev-
els were elevated (defined 
as the 75th percentile or 
greater). 

In addition, the odds 
of children having autism 
with intellectual disability 
were increased more than 
twofold with maternal DDE 
levels above this threshold, 
the study said.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 1 9 
(IANS): Water is likely to 
be a major component of 
those exoplanets which are 
between two to four times 
the size of Earth, suggests 
new research that may have 
implications for the search 
of life in our galaxy.

Water has been im-
plied previously on in-
dividual exoplanets, but 
this work, presented at the 
Goldschmidt conference 
in Boston, Massachusetts, 
concludes that water-rich 
planets outside our solar 
system are common. 

The new research, 
based on data from the 
exoplanet-hunting Kepler 
Space Telescope and the 

Gaia mission, indicates that 
many of the known planets 
may contain as much as 
50 per cent water, which is 
much more than the Earth’s 
0.02 per cent (by weight) 
water content.

“It was a huge surprise 
to realise that there must 
be so many water-worlds,” 
said lead researcher Li Zeng 
of Harvard University.

Scientists have found 
that many of the 4,000 con-
firmed or candidate exo-
planets discovered so far 
fall into two size categories 
-- those with the planetary 
radius averaging around 
1.5 times that of the Earth, 
and those averaging around 
2.5 times the radius of the 

Earth.
For this study, the sci-

entists developed a model 
for internal structures of the 
exoplanets after analysing 
the exoplanets with mass 
measurements and recent 
radius measurements from 
the Gaia satellite.

“We have looked at how 
mass relates to radius, and 
developed a model which 
might explain the relation-
ship”, said Li Zeng. 

“The model indicates 
that those exoplanets which 
have a radius of around 
x1.5 Earth radius tend to be 
rocky planets (of typically 
x5 the mass of the Earth), 
while those with a radius 
of x2.5 Earth radius (with a 

mass around x10 that of the 
Earth) are probably water 
worlds,” he added.

“Our data indicate that 
about 35 per cent of all 
known exoplanets which 
are bigger than Earth 
should be water-rich,” he 
said, adding that surface 
of these exoplanets may 
be shrouded in a water-
vapour-dominated atmo-
sphere, with a liquid water 
layer underneath.

The researchers believe 
that these water worlds 
likely formed in similar 
ways to the giant planet 
cores (Jupiter, Saturn, Ura-
nus, Neptune) which we 
find in our own solar sys-
tem.

New York, Aug. 18 (IANS): If you have 
a higher body mass index (BMI) then 
there are chances that you may have 
increased blood pressure (BP) too, a 
new study has found.

The findings, published in the 
journal JAMA Network Open, showed 
a strong correlation between the 
degree of obesity and high blood 
pressure.

Uncontrolled high blood pressure 
can lead to several cardiovascular dis-
eases such as heart attack, stroke and 
heart failure.

For the study, the research team 
involved 1.7 million Chinese men 
and women aged between 35 and 80 
years and recorded the participants’ 
blood pressure from September 2014 

to June 2017.
They observed an increase of 0.8 

to 1.7 mm Hg (kg/m2) in blood pres-
sure per additional unit of BMI in 
individuals who were not taking anti-
hypertensive medication.

Overall, the population had a 
mean BMI of 24.7 and a mean systolic 
blood pressure of 136.5, which quali-
fies as stage-I hypertension, accord-
ing to American Heart Association 
guidelines.

“If trends in overweight and obe-
sity continue in China, the implica-
tion of our study is that hypertension, 
already a major risk factor, is likely to 
become even more important,” said 
senior author Harlan Krumholz from 
Yale University in the US.

“This paper is ringing the bell that 
the time is now to focus on these risk 
factors,” he added.

“The enormous size of the dataset 
-- the result of an unprecedented effort 
in China -- allows us to characterise 
this relationship between BMI and 
blood pressure across tens of thou-
sands of subgroups, which simply 
would not be possible in a smaller 
study,” said author George Linderman 
from the varsity.

This research has been supported 
by grants from the Chinese Academy 
of Medical Sciences Innovation Fund 
for Medical Science, the Ministry of 
Finance of China and the National 
Health and Family Planning Commis-
sion of China to name a few.

New York, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
Researchers, including one 
of Indian-origin, have de-
veloped a clay-based plat-
form to deliver therapeutic 
proteins to the body to as-
sist with the formation of 
blood vessels.

The formation of new 
blood vessels -- a process 
also known as angiogen-
esis -- is one of the ma-
jor clinical challenges in 
wound healing and tissue 
implants.

The technology, de-
tailed in the journal Ad-
vanced Biosystems, in-
troduces a new type of 
two-dimensional clay -- 
also known as nanosili-
cates -- that delivers mul-
tiple specialised proteins 
called growth factors into 
the body to stimulate new 
blood vessel formation.

London, Aug. 19 (IANS): Lack of motivation 
is a big factor for many people not following 
an exercise regime that they initially planned. 
But a few months of resistance training can 
change that by instilling in people an intrinsic 
interest in pursuing physical activity, suggests 
new research.

Resistance training can maintain and in-
crease muscle strength and functional capacity 
when ageing and it is recommended for older 
adults at least twice a week.

It also improves exercise motivation and 
contributes to making exercise planning 
among older adults, according to the study 
published in the Scandinavian Journal of Medi-
cine and Science in Sports.

The study investigated the effects of a nine-
month supervised resistance training interven-
tion on exercise motivation, exercise planning 
and exercise self-efficacy. 

In addition, it was examined whether these 
factors predict the continuation of resistance 
training for the next year following the inter-
vention. 

The study involved 104 healthy 65-75-year-
olds who did not meet physical activity guide-
lines for endurance exercise at baseline and 
did not have previous resistance training 
experience.

“Nine months of regular resistance train-
ing increased the intrinsic motivation for both 
training and physical activity in general: the 
subjects started to enjoy exercising,” said one 
of the researchers Tiia Kekalainen from the 
University of Jyvaskyla, Finland.

Additionally, exercise planning increased, 
indicating that the participants started to 
think about how to start and maintain a physi-
cally active lifestyle, Kekalainen said.

After completing the supervised resistance 
training intervention, nearly half of the par-
ticipants (46 per cent) continued resistance 
training independently. 

Approximately half of them participated 
in resistance training on average once-a-week 
during the following year and the other half 
twice-a-week. 

The results suggest that finding intrinsic 
motivation for exercise and increasing confi-
dence to maintain a physically active lifestyle 
contribute to continuing resistance training 
independently.

Washington, Aug. 17 (IANS): In 
one of the largest panoramic 
views of star birth, astronomers 
using the ultraviolet vision of 
NASAs Hubble space telescope 
have assembled an image that 
features approximately 15,000 
galaxies, about 12,000 of which 
are forming stars.

This image is a portion of the 
GOODS-North field, which is 
located in the northern constel-
lation Ursa Major, NASA said in 
a statement Thursday. The image 
straddles the gap between the 
very distant galaxies, which can 
only be viewed in infrared light, 
and closer galaxies, which can be 

seen across a broad spectrum. 
The light from distant star-

forming regions in remote galax-
ies started out as ultraviolet, but 
the expansion of the universe 
shifted the light into infrared 
wavelengths. By comparing im-
ages of star formation in the 
distant and nearby universe, as-
tronomers glean a better under-
standing of how nearby galaxies 
grew from small clumps of hot, 
young stars long ago, NASA said. 

Because Earth’s atmosphere 
filters most ultraviolet light, Hub-
ble can provide some of the most 
sensitive space-based ultraviolet 
observations possible.

New York, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Researchers have developed 
printable metal tags that 
can be attached to everyday 
objects and turn them into 
‘smart’ Internet of Things 
(IoT) devices by reflecting 
WiFi signals.

The metal tags named 
“LiveTag”, made from pat-
terns of copper foil printed 
onto thin, flexible, paper-like 
substrates, are designed to 
only reflect specific signals 
within in the WiFi frequency 
range.

“Our vision is to expand 
the IoT to go beyond just con-
necting smartphones, smart-
watches and other high-end 
devices,” said senior author 
Xinyu Zhang, Professor at 
the University of California 
San Diego.

“We’re developing low-
cost, battery-free, chipless, 
printable sensors that can 

include everyday objects as 
part of the IoT,” Zhang added.

The tags can be tacked 
onto plain objects that people 
touch and interact with every 
day, like water bottles, walls 
or doors. These plain ob-
jects then essentially become 
smart, connected devices 
that can signal a WiFi device 
whenever a user interacts 
with them. 

The tags can also be fash-
ioned into thin keypads or 
smart home control panels 
that can be used to remote-
ly operate WiFi-connected 
speakers, smart lights and 
other IoT appliances.

As a proof of concept, the 
team used “LiveTag” to create 
a paper-thin music player 
controller complete with a 
play/pause button, next track 
button and sliding bar for 
tuning volume. 

The buttons and sliding 

bar each consist of at least 
one metal tag so touching 
any of them sends signals to 
a WiFi device, suggests the 
study presented at the recent 
USENIX Symposium on Net-
worked Systems Design and 
Implementation Conference.

The researchers also 
adapted “LiveTag” as a hy-
dration monitor and at-
tached it to a plastic wa-
ter bottle and showed that 
it could be used to track a 
user’s water intake by moni-
toring the water level in the 
bottle.

On a broader scope, 
the team envisions using 
“LiveTag” technology to 
track human interaction 
with everyday objects. For 
example, “LiveTag” could 
potentially be used as an 
inexpensive way to assess 
the recovery of patients who 
have suffered from stroke.

Mexico City, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
A Mexican astrophysicist 
has identified some of the 
first galaxies in our universe 
together with a team of 
researchers.

The National Autono-
mous University of Mexico 
on Saturday said that the 
newly-identified galaxies 
are: Segue-1, Bootes I, Tu-
cana II and Ursa Mayor I. 
All were formed more than 
13 billion years ago, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The Mexican scientist 
Carlos Frenk Mora is one 
of the world’s best known 
astronomers for his theories 

on dark matter and its role 
in the formation of galaxies.

His discovery backs a 
current evolutionary model 
of the universe, called the 
Lambda Cold Dark Matter 
Theory, which maintains 
that the elementary parti-
cles that make up dark mat-
ter drive cosmic evolution.

The most weak galaxies 
near the Milky Way were 
considered unworthy sub-
ject for study by scientists 
a decade ago, but new re-
searches have revealed trea-
sures for us to learn about 
the primitive universe, said 
Mora.

Washington, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
NASA’s historic mission to 
solve the mysteries of the 
Sun which was launched 
aboard a United Launch Al-
liance Delta IV Heavy rocket 
on August 12 is operating 
according to plan, mission 
controllers have said.

As of 12 p.m. EDT on 
August 16, the Parker Solar 
Probe was 4.6 million kms 
from Earth, travelling at 
62,764 kms per hour, and 
heading toward its first Ve-
nus flyby scheduled for Oc-
tober 3, 2018, Geoff Brown 
of Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Lab, or APL, 
in Maryland, wrote in a 
NASA blog post on Friday.

The spacecraft will use 
Venus to slightly slow itself 
and adjust its trajectory for 
an optimal path toward the 
first perihelion of the Sun 
on November 5 this year. 

“Parker Solar Probe is 
operating as designed, and 
we are progressing through 
our commissioning activi-
ties,” said Project Manager 
Andy Driesman of APL. 

This solar probe is hu-
manity’s first-ever mission 
into the Sun’s atmosphere, 
called the corona. Here it 
will directly explore solar 
processes that are key to un-
derstanding and forecasting 
space weather events that 
can impact life on Earth.

The mission has already 
achieved several planned 
milestones toward 
full commis-
sioning and 
o p e r a -
tions, ac-
cording 
t o  t h e 
m i s -
s i o n 
con-
trol-
lers.

O n 
August 13, 
the high-
g a i n  a n -
tenna, which Parker Solar 
Probe uses to communicate 
high-rate science data to 

Earth, was released from 
locks which held it stable 

during launch. 
Con-

trol-
l e r s 

h a v e 
a l s o 
b e e n 
m o n i-
t o r -

ing the 
spacecraft 

as it auton-
omously uses 

its thrusters to 
remove (or “dump”) mo-

mentum, which is part of 
the flight operations of the 

spacecraft.
Managing momentum 

helps the spacecraft remain 
in a stable and optimal 
flight profile.

There are four instru-
ment suites on board Parker 
Solar Probe, which will each 
need to be powered and 
readied for science data 
collection. 

The FIELDS investiga-
tion, which consists of the 
most elements, went first. It 
was powered up on August 
13 for two activities, Brown 
said. 

First was the opening of 
the clamps which held four 
of the five FIELDS antennas 
stowed during takeoff. 

These antennas will be 
deployed roughly 30 days 
after launch, and they will 
stick out from the corners of 
the spacecraft’s heat shield 
called the Thermal Protec-
tion System and be exposed 
to the harsh solar environ-
ment. 

Second, the spacecraft’s 
magnetometer boom was 
fully deployed. This boom 
contains three magnetom-
eters and a fifth, smaller 
electric field antenna, all 
part of the FIELDS suite. 

Further instrument 
check-outs and deploy-
ments are scheduled in the 
coming days for the space-
craft, Brown said.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 1 9 
(IANS): Arctic permafrost’s 
expected gradual thaw-
ing due to climate change 
and the associated influx 
of greenhouse gases to the 
atmosphere may actually 
happen within a few de-
cades, much earlier than 
previously thought, warns 
a new NASA-funded study.

For centuries, a massive 
store of carbon has been 
locked underground in the 
Arctic’s permanently frozen 
soil known as permafrost. 

As Earth’s climate con-
tinues to warm and perma-
frost thaws, soil microbes 
in the permafrost can turn 
that carbon into the green-

house gases carbon dioxide 
and methane, which then 
enter into the atmosphere 
and contribute to climate 
warming.

This release of green-
house gases to the atmo-
sphere may actually be sped 
up by instances of a rela-
tively little known process 
called abrupt thawing, said 
the study published in the 
journal Nature Commu-
nications. Abrupt thawing 
takes place under a certain 
type of Arctic lake, known 
as a thermokarst lake that 
forms as permafrost thaws.

“The mechanism of 
abrupt thaw and thermo-
karst lake formation mat-

ters a lot for the perma-
frost-carbon feedback this 
century,” said first author 
Katey Walter Anthony from 
University of Alaska Fair-
banks in the US.

“We don’t have to wait 
200 or 300 years to get these 
large releases of perma-
frost carbon. Within my 
lifetime, my children’s life-
time, it should be ramping 
up. It’s already happening 
but it’s not happening at a 
really fast rate right now, 
but within a few decades, 
it should peak,” Walter An-
thony added.

Using a combination 
of computer models and 
field measurements, Walter 

Anthony and an interna-
tional team of US and Ger-
man researchers found that 
abrupt thawing more than 
doubles previous estimates 
of permafrost-derived 
greenhouse warming. 

They found that the 
abrupt thaw process in-
creases the release of an-
cient carbon stored in the 
soil 125 to 190 per cent 
compared to gradual thaw-
ing alone. 

The research suggests 
that even in the scenario 
where humans reduced 
their global carbon emis-
sions, large methane re-
leases from abrupt thawing 
are still likely to occur.

Toronto, Aug. 19 (IANS): Dodgy lip 
sync dubbing could soon become a 
thing of the past as researchers have 
developed an Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)-based system that can edit the fa-
cial expressions of actors to accurately 
match dubbed voices.

The system, called Deep Video 
Portraits, can also be used to correct 
gaze and head pose in video confer-
encing, and enables new possibilities 
for video post-production and visual 
effects, according to the research pre-
sented at the SIGGRAPH 2018 confer-
ence in Vancouver, Canada.

“This technique could also be 
used for post-production in the film 
industry where computer graphics 
editing of faces is already widely used 
in today’s feature films,” said study 
co-author Christian Richardt from the 
University of Bath in Britain.

The researchers believe that the 

new system could help the film in-
dustry save time and reduce post-
production costs. 

Unlike previous methods that are 
focused on movements of the face 
interior only, Deep Video Portraits can 
also animate the whole face including 
eyes, eyebrows, and head position in 
videos, using controls known from 
computer graphics face animation. 

It can even synthesise a plausible 
static video background if the head is 
moved around.

“It works by using model-based 
3D face performance capture to re-
cord the detailed movements of the 
eyebrows, mouth, nose, and head 
position of the dubbing actor in a 
video,” said one of the researchers 
Hyeongwoo Kim from the Max Planck 
Institute for Informatics in Germany.

“It then transposes these move-
ments onto the ‘target’ actor in the 

film to accurately sync the lips and 
facial movements with the new au-
dio,” Hyeongwoo added. 

The research is currently at the 
proof-of-concept stage and is yet 
to work at real time, however the 
researchers anticipate the approach 
could make a real difference to the 
visual entertainment industry.

“Despite extensive post-produc-
tion manipulation, dubbing films 
into foreign languages always pres-
ents a mismatch between the actor 
on screen and the dubbed voice,” 
Professor Christian Theobalt from the 
Max Planck Institute for Informatics 
said.

“Our new Deep Video Portrait 
approach enables us to modify the 
appearance of a target actor by trans-
ferring head pose, facial expressions, 
and eye motion with a high level of 
realism,” Theobalt added.

“Sustained and pro-
longed release of physi-
ologically relevant doses 
of growth factors are im-
portant to avoid problems 
due to high doses, such as 
abrupt tissue formation,” 
said study co-author Akh-
ilesh Gaharwar, Assistant 
Professor at Texas A&M 
University in the US.

To allow blood vessels 
time to form, the clay is 
designed to prolong the 
release through its high 
surface area and charged 

characteristics, he added.
“Clay nanoparticles 

work like tiny weak mag-
nets that hold the growth 
factors within the poly-
meric hydrogels and release 
very slowly,” Gaharwar said.

By establishing clay 
nanoparticles as a plat-
form technology for deliv-
ering the growth factors, 
the research will have a 
significant impact on de-
signing the next generation 
of bioactive scaffolds and 
implants, he added.
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Players of Kohima Press Club and Kohima Town Club before the exhibition match at the Kohima local ground on Saturday evening.

EM Images

Indian shooters Ravi Kumar and Apurvi Singh Chandela celebrate after winning the bronze medal in the 
Final 10m Air Rifle Mix Team event during the 18th Asian Games Jakarta Palembang, in Indonesia on 
Sun. Aug 19.

PTI

India's Bajrang Punia poses with his gold medal after winning in the 
finals of the men's freestyle wrestling (65kg) against Japan's Daichi 
Takatani at the Asian Games 2018, in Jakarta on Sun. Aug. 19.

PTI

Manchester City's Sergio Aguero scores his side's third goal of the game during the English Premier League soccer match against 
Huddersfield Town at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England on Sun. Aug. 19.
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Mitchell Johnson

India opens medal count at Asiad 
with bronze in rifle mixed team

England tormentor 
Mitchell Johnson 

retires from all cricket

Local journalists and footballers play match in tribute to departed journalist 

Aguero bags treble as rampant City hit Huddersfield for six

Wrestler Bajrang opens India's gold account

East Bengal footballers collect 
funds for Kerala flood victims

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Palembang, Aug. 19 (PTI): 
India opened its account 
in the 18th Asian Games 
with a bronze medal after 
Apurvi Chandela and Ravi 
Kumar cracked under pres-
sure to finish third in the 
rifle mixed team shooting 
event here today.

The Indians aggregated 
429.9 after 42 shots in the 
48-shot final and were in 
second spot for major part 
of the 48-shot finals before 
China overtook them to 
take the silver.

The strong Chinese 
pairing of Ruozhu Zhao and 
Haoran Yang ended with 
a score of 492.5. Chinese 
Taipei's Yingshin Lin and 
Shaochuan Lu claimed the 
gold, scoring 494.1.

Korea and Mongolia 
finished fourth and fifth 
respectively in the event 
held for the first time at the 

Games.
It was a maiden Asian 

Games medal for Chandela, 
who will be aiming for a 
better colour medal in the 
10m air rifle. Chandela is 
also a multiple time World 
Cup winner and had bagged 
gold at 2014 Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow.

World Cup bronze med-
allist Kumar, who is men-
tored by the great Abhinav 
Bindra, had won a men's 
10m rifle team bronze at last 
the edition at Incheon.

Chandela, having won 
the first Games medal for 
the country, was satisfied 
with her performance.

"Our best finish to-
gether was fourth at the 
World Cup and we have 
improved on that. My first 
Asian Games medal and 
my first medal for India 
here. I am really happy 

about that but my focus is 
on main event (10m rifle) 
tomorrow," Chandela told 
PTI.

Asked about slipping 
to third from second in the 
elimination stage, Chan-
dela added: "This happens 
in shooting. I think we shot 
alright." 

Ku m a r  s a i d ,  " T h i s 
bronze has come only be-
cause of apurvi. The final 
was a disappointment after 
a decent qualification. We 
didnt get enough time to 
train together." 

After the first series, 
India were second with 
102.9 while Korea led with 
103.4. Indian remained in 
that position even after the 
third series but the Chinese 
improved drastically to 
steal the second spot. 

Mongolia were the first 
to be eliminated, followed 

by Korea.
Earlier,  Kumar and 

Chandela had finished 
second in the qualification 
with a total score of 835.3. 
Both shooters fired 40 shots 
each in the 50-minute ses-
sion.

South Korean pair of 
Hyeonjun Kim and Eun-
hea Jund had topped the 
session with 836.7. Mon-
golia were third with 832.1, 
China fourth with 831.1 
and Taipei sealed the fifth 
and final qualification spot 
with 829.8.

There was disappoint-
ment in store for pistol 
mixed team of teen sen-
sation Manu Bhaker and 
Abhishek Verma, who failed 
to qualify for the finals after 

being tied with Kazakhstan. 
Both teams were tied 

at 759 points after 80 shots 
but the Kazakh sealed the 
fifth and final qualifying 
spot with more inners 10s 
than India (25 to India's 
14).

"Manu did not shoot 
to her potential. She was 
angry and agitated towards 
the end. She needs to work 
on controlling her anger. 
Abhishek needs to learn 
how to cope up with pres-
sure in big events. It is new 
for him. They both will 
learn," said pistol coach 
Jaspal Rana.

Bhaker had raised ex-
pectations after becom-
ing the youngest Indian 
women to win a gold at the 

Commonwealth Games in 
Gold Coast. The 16-year-
old had also won two gold 
medals at the Guadalajara 
World Cup earlier this year.

In the men's trap quali-
fication, the seasoned 
Manavjit Singh Sandhu 
topped the first day chart 
with 72 out of 75, while Lak-
shay Sheoran was placed 
fifth with 71 after three out 
of five rounds. 

In the women's trap, 
Commonwealth Games 
gold medallist Shreyasi 
Singh was second with 71 
out of 75, while Seema To-
mar was at fourth place 
with 71. 

The top six qualify for 
the finals, slated for tomor-
row.

Wrestler Bajrang Punia 
today clinched India's first 
gold medal in the 18th Asian 
Games after defeating Taka-
tani Daichi of Japan in the 
men's 65 kg freestyle title 
bout here today.

Bajrang, who came into 
the Asian Games as favou-
rite to win the gold in this 
category, beat his Japanese 
opponent 11-8 in the final 
bout.

The 24-year-old Indian 
had won three consecutive 
gold medals -- CWG (Gold 
Coast), Tbilisi Grand Prix 
(Georgia) and Yasar Dogu 
International (Istanbul) -- 
ahead of the Asian Games.

En route to his gold 
medal bout, Bajrang de-
feated Khasanov Sirojid-
din (Uzbekistan), Fayziev 
Abdulqosim (Tajikistan) 
and Batchuluun Batmagnai 
(Mongolia).

Kolkata, Aug. 19 (IANS): 
In a show of solidarity for 
the flood-ravaged Kerala, 
city soccer giants East Ben-
gal raised funds from the 
spectators after their Cal-
cutta Football League game 
against Aryan Club on Sat-
urday night.

Striker Joby 
Ju s t i n ,  w h o 
h a i l s  f r o m 
Kerala, was at 
the fore front 
as the red and 
gold brigade 
players held a 
banner which 
read 'Save Kerala, 
save humanity' and went 
around the entire ground to 
collect funds after the game 
which they won 3-0.

East Bengal's Laldan-
mawia, who was named 
Man of the Match, for his 
superb all-round show, also 
dedicated the award to the 

flood victims.
"I will remember this for 

my entire life. When I will 
become a former footballer 
and sitting in Kerala, this is a 
story I will tell my grandchil-
dren," said Justin.

The death toll due to 
the devastating rains 

and floods in-
creased to 370, 
as two more 
deaths were 
reported on 
Sunday with 
rescue opera-

tions continu-
ing in the worst 

affected districts of 
Alappuzha, Ernakulam and 
Thrissur.

Kerala is facing the 
heaviest rains and conse-
quent widespread floods 
and destruction since 1924, 
which the state estimates 
has caused a loss of over Rs 
19,500 crore.

Manchester (United King-
dom), Aug. 19 (AFP): Sergio 
Aguero hit a hit-trick as 
Manchester City's record-
breaking forward inspired a 
6-1 demolition of Hudders-
field on Sunday.

Pep Guardiola's cham-
pions opened their home 
campaign with a pre-match 
display of ticker tape and 
exploding fireworks and 
Aguero continued the pyro-
technics on the field.

Aguero, who turned 30 
in the close-season, has 
now scored 14 times in his 
last eight Premier League 
games at City's Etihad Sta-
dium. The Argentina star 
-- City's all-time leading 
scorer -- joins former Liver-
pool forward Robbie Fowler 
on nine Premier League 
hat-tricks.

Only ex-Newcastle and 
Blackburn star Alan Shearer 
has scored more in the com-
petition's history with 11.

City's rampant display 
underlined why they are 
such strong favourites to 

retain their title.
Such is City's strength 

in depth, Guardiola was 
able to leave Kyle Walker, 
Riyad Mahrez and Raheem 
Sterling on the bench.

And even though City 
learned this week that play-
maker Kevin De Bruyne 
will be out for up to three 
months with a knee injury, 
the fact Guardiola was able 
to name substitutes which 
cost his club £230 million 
($293 million) in transfer 
fees, was a sobering thought 
for their rivals.

After relentless City 
pressure, which featured 
Guardiola's team having 
80 percent possession, the 
champions finally took the 
lead on 25 minutes, the start 
of a three-goal blitz inside 
10 minutes.

Ederson, Guardiola's 
ball-playing goalkeeper, 
struck a magnificent pass 
over 60 yards, isolating 
Aguero against defender 
Christopher Schindler.

The Argentine skilfully 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 19: The Ko-
hima Town Club and Ko-
hima Press Club played a 
football exhibition match 
as a tribute to the two clubs’ 
colleague late Xavier Rutsa 
on Aug 18 evening at the 
Kohima local ground.

Rutsa, a senior journal-
ist for the Times of India 
passed away at the age of 
42 in June this year. He was 
serving as the president 
of Kohima Press Club and 
the media officer of the Ko-
hima Town Club. He was a 
founding member of both 
the clubs.

Kohima Town Club de-
feated Kohima Press Club 
2-1 in the exhibition match. 
Vesupra Kezo scored two 
goals for Kohima Town 
Club, while Ketouvilie Kire 
scored the lone goal for 
KPC.

Both the teams wore 
black ribbons on their wrists 
as a special homage to Rut-
sa.

Melbourne, Aug. 19 (Re-
uters): Former Australia 
paceman Mitchell Johnson, 
who terrified England dur-
ing the 2013/14 Ashes series 
and captured 313 test wick-
ets through a roller-coaster 
career, has retired from all 
cricket, the bowler said on 
Sunday.

Left-armer Johnson re-
tired from internationals in 
2015 but remained a useful 
bowler in Twenty20 compe-
titions, including for Perth 
Scorchers in the Australian 
‘Big Bash’ tournament.

He struggled with a 
back injury while playing 
for Kolkata Knight Riders in 
this year’s Indian Premier 
League, however, and said 
in a column on Sunday that 
he felt his body was starting 
to give way.

“It’s over. I’ve bowled 
my final ball. Taken my final 
wicket. Today I announce 
my retirement from all 
forms of cricket,” Johnson 
said on the Perth Now web-
site (perthnow.com.au).

 “I had hoped to contin-
ue playing in various Twen-

ty20 competitions around 
the world until perhaps the 
middle of next year. But the 
fact is my body is starting to 
shut down.”

An express pace bowler 
capable of conjuring men-
acing bounce and swing, 
Johnson struggled for con-
sistency through much of 
his career but was a human 
wrecking ball in the 2013/14 
whitewash of England, cap-
turing 37 wickets in a lega-
cy-defining series.

He also amassed 239 
wickets in one-day interna-
tionals and was more than 
a handy tail-end slogger, 
scoring a century and 11 
fifties in his 73 tests.

Johnson said he hoped 
to remain involved in the 
game and would look to 
take up coaching roles.

“My competitive urge 
hasn’t left me and hopefully 
that’s something I can use 
to channel into a coaching 
or mentoring role in the 
future,” he said.

“I’m a believer in stick-
ing to your strengths and 
cricket is my strength.”

During the prize dis-
tribution ceremony, Alice 
Yhoshü general secretary 
KPC handed over the trophy 
to Viketoulie Pienyu, the 
captain of KTC. The best 
player was awarded to An-
gulie of KTC while Zhovezo 
Resu of KPC was named the 
best goalkeeper.

E a r l i e r  b e f o re  t h e 
match, a brief yet solemn 
tribute programme was 
held where Vikholie Yiese, 

member of KTC delivered 
a moving eulogy for Rutsa.

“The KTC is finding it 
very difficult in coming to 
terms that death has tip-
toed quietly and quickly 
for Xavier Rutsa. For we still 
believe that our journey 
together does not end here; 
still there are promises to 
fulfill together and miles to 
go together,” he stated.

Speaking on behalf of 
the Kohima Press Club, gen-

eral secretary Yhoshü said 
although Rutsa’s demise has 
left the clubs devastated, 
they were ‘gathered today’ 
to celebrate his life.

She said Rutsa has 
immensely contributed 
to both journalism and 
sports, and considering the 
keen interest he had to-
wards football, she felt it apt 
that he was remembered 
and honoured through the 
game.

“Xavier Rutsa was not 
just one of us, he was the 
best of us,” Yhoshü asserted. 
She lauded the initiative of 
the KTC for organising the 
football exhibition match 
to honour his memory and 
acknowledged the club for 
the opportunity.

She concluded her 
speech by throwing a chal-
lenge to the gathering to 
ponder on the thought: if 
anyone from the two clubs 

which he helped establish 
and had closely been asso-
ciated with till his last could 
come out in his footprints, 
perhaps his death will not 
be a total loss.

Rutsa’s family members 
attended the event as spe-
cial guests. KTC president 
handed over a KTC jersey 
with Rutsa’s name to his 
younger brother Domi-
nic Rutsa during the pro-
gramme.

held off his marker, twisting 
and turning before lobbing 
the ball over keeper Ben 
Hamer, who had advanced 
to the edge of his area, from 
the edge of the area.

Six minutes later, Benja-
min Mendy attacked down 
the left, exchanging passes 
with Gabriel Jesus, who en-
joyed a fortunate ricochet 
off a defender before drilling 

the ball home.
And the rout continued 

when Hamer fumbled a 
routine Mendy cross and 
Aguero pounced, tapping 
in from six yards.

Majestic City
David Silva had set the tone 
with a majestic opening 
half-hour, torturing the 
Huddersfield defence and 
allowing the City support-

ers to forget about the ab-
sence of De Bruyne.

But, incredibly, Hud-
dersfield scored from their 
first attack of the game, 
three minutes before the 
interval. Philip Billing's 
long throw-in was helped 
on by Steve Mounie and 
Jon Gorenc Stankovic re-
sponded quickly, forcing 
the ball in from six yards.

If that gave Guardiola 
something to ponder at 
the interval, it required just 
three minutes of the sec-
ond half for Silva to restore 
City's three-goal cushion.

The former Spain in-
ternational, who this week 
announced his retirement 
from his national team, 
curled a magnificent 25-
yard left-foot free-kick into 
the top right-hand corner 
of the Huddersfield goal.

Silva, who became the 
third City player after Joe 
Hart and Richard Dunne 
to appear in 250 Premier 
League games for the club, 
made way for Mahrez after 

64 minutes but there was 
no let-up for the visitors.

Aguero might have 
claimed his hat-trick ear-
lier, with a 56th minute 
shot that struck the Hud-
dersfield post, while Hamer 
also turned around his shot 
around a post after 70 min-
utes. Five minutes later, 
Aguero had his third -- and 
his 31st league game in 
which he has scored mul-
tiple goals.

The striker met yet an-
other dangerous left-wing 
cross from Mendy, twist-
ing acrobatically to shoot 
across his body and into 
the goal from six yards.

That allowed Guardiola 
to take off Aguero, replac-
ing him with Leroy Sane 
who helped wrap up the 
scoring after 84 minutes 
with a run and shot which 
took a fortunate rebound 
off Terence Kongolo on its 
way into the net.

Other matches
Burnley FC 1- Watford 3

Brighton 3- Man United 2 


