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In this file photo dated April 27, 2005 is seen former UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi.

PTIRescue operations being carried out at flood-affected regions, in Kochi on Saturday.
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Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): A group 
of Naga community organisations 
called the joint committee on 
prevention of illegal immigrants 
(JCPI), formed under the aegis of 
the Nagaland Tribes Council, has 
asked the government of Nagaland 
to employ a ‘comprehensive mech-
anism.’ The mechanism would see 
to effective implantation of the 
Bengal Eastern Frontier Regula-
tion Act of 1873, the Foreigners Act 
of 1946, and other relevant laws to 
curb influx of illegal immigrants 
into the state of Nagaland, the 
group stated.

In a letter to the chief secretary 
of the government of Nagaland, the 
committee urged the state to create 
a separate cell, or a separate de-
partment altogether, in the Home 
department competent enough to 
ensure strict enforcement of the 
BEFR Act of 1873 and the Foreign-
ers Act of 1946 on a day-to-day 
basis. 

The committee suggested that 
the state’s government should 
extend the coverage of the BEFR 
Act to the entire administrative ju-

risdiction of the state of Nagaland. 
“Specifically, Dimapur should be 
placed within the purview of BEFR, 
1873/ILP. As long as Dimapur dis-
trict is kept as an ILP-free zone, it 
will remain as the feeder district 
for influx of illegal immigrants into 
interior areas.

“The state government should 
strengthen the implementation 
of ILP as prevailing now and issue 
operational guidelines immedi-
ately. For instance, an ILP holder 
staying in an ILP zone cannot re-
new his permit after the expiry of 
the permit without he/she moving 
out of the ILP zone first. Again, the 
ILP should differentiate between 
tourist, transit passengers, and 
manual/skilled labourers.

“In any case, issuance/renewal 
of permit should be strict and time 
bound. Under no circumstances 
should permit holders be allowed 
to take advantage of loopholes 
and set up businesses in the state. 
The state governments of Naga-
land, Mizoram and Arunachal are 
empowered by the Act to issue 
guidelines on entry of non-indig-

enous persons into the state. The 
Mizoram government has two 
sets of guidelines, temporary ILP 
and regular ILP. Under temporary 
ILP, tourists, visitors, labourers 
and business representatives are 
issued 15 days visit permit while 
six months are allotted for regular 
ILP. However, regular ILP can be 
issued only when a local sponsor 
comes forward. Regular ILP cannot 
be renewed more than two times. 
This restricts outsiders and illegal 
immigrants from setting up busi-
nesses in Mizoram,” it read. 

The committee also urged the 
government to notify the village 
councils and urban wards/colonies 
to assist the state machineries and 
enforce the BEFR Act particularly 
along the border and vulnerable 
areas, and maintain strict vigil in 
their respective jurisdiction. 

“The state authority should 
issue notifications instructing the 
village authorities and GBs/licens-
ing authorities such as RTAs and 
municipal/town committees not 
to issue residential certificates/
permanent resident certificate/

driving license/trade license to 
anyone without establishing the 
antecedents of such applicants. For 
instance, license seekers from As-
sam will have to produce their NRC 
registration to avail licenses of any 
kind. The notification should also 
direct all concerned departments 
dealing with licensing to review all 
past issuance of licenses in order 
to weed out potential infiltrators.  

“The JCPI also urges the state 
government to tie up with neigh-
bour states to formulate cohe-
sive and collective measures for 
prevention of inter-state influx 
of illegal immigrants. Finally, the 
JCPI impresses upon the state 
government to establish Foreigner 
Tribunals under the Foreigners 
(Tribunals) Orders, 1964 and For-
eigners Act, 1946, government of 
India without which the coverage 
and the legal system for effective 
enforcement of the laws will always 
be found wanting.”

The suggestions, the organisa-
tion stated, were the outcome of 
meetings that were held on August 
8 and on August 14 in Dimapur. 

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug. 
18 (IANS): The death toll 
due to rains and floods in 
Kerala has gone up to 357 
this monsoon season, as 
22 more deaths were re-
ported on Saturday even as 
around 50,000 people were 
rescued in different parts of 
the state, and red alert con-
tinued in 11 districts follow-
ing prediction of more rains.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department forecast 
on Saturday afternoon that 
widespread rains, with 
heavy rains at isolated plac-
es, is likely to continue over 
Kerala following low pres-
sure area very likely to de-
velop over northwest Bay of 
Bengal and neighbourhood 
during the next 24 hours.

While around 50,000 
people were rescued in dis-
tricts like Ernakulam, Chen-
gannur, Pathanamthitta 
and Thrissur, there are still 
many more waiting to be 
rescued.

Barring Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kollam and 
Kasargode, the remaining 
11 districts of Kerala con-
tinued to be on red alert and 
can expect more rains.

The worst  affected 
places include Aluva, Cha-
lakudy, Chengannur, Alap-
puzha and Pathanamthitta, 
where massive rescue op-
erations were on as scores of 
persons were rescued.

Media houses contin-
ued to be flooded with re-
quests from friends and 
relatives of those stranded 
in affected areas.

Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan told Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at a review 

meeting in Kochi that the 
death toll since May 29 had 
climbed to 357. Over 3.53 
lakh affected persons had 
been lodged in over 2,000 
relief camps, he said.

Modi sanctioned Rs 500 
crore to the flood-battered 
state, apart from Rs 100 
crore announced earlier by 
the Centre on August 12, 
before returning to Delhi 
after an aerial survey of the 
affected areas.

The 22 deaths reported 
during the day were in Er-
nakulam, Thrissur, Idukki, 
Pathanamthitta and Alap-
puzha districts.

Vijayan told the media 
here the situation is "very 
serious and grave".

"The death toll would 
have been higher, but for 
the work we did. Things are 
under control," said Vijay-
an, whose government was 
flayed by Congress leader 
Ramesh Chennithala for 
failing to take up rescue and 
relief work effectively.

Food Minister P. Thi-
lothaman, camping at 
Chengannur, told the me-
dia: "The need of the hour is 
to provide food packets and 
drinking water to the peo-
ple. About 15 small boats 
of the Navy are expected to 
join rescue and relief work. 
But, after dusk, no rescues 
are possible. Helicopters 
are also needed for faster 
evacuation."

Me a n w h i l e,  a n g e r 
mounted across Kerala as 
coordination of rescue work 
went haywire due to the 
magnitude of the calamity.

"There are several peo-
ple who are waiting to be 

Accra, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Former UN Secretary-Gen-
eral and Nobel Prize Lau-
reate Kofi Annan died on 
Saturday at the age of 80, his 
family said.

Annan passed away af-
ter a short illness, with his 
wife and three children by 
his side, a statement shared 
on Twitter by the UN Migra-
tion Agency (IOM) said. 
He died in the Swiss city of 
Geneva, where he had been 
living for several years.

"It is with immense sad-
ness that the Annan family 
and the Kofi Annan Foun-
dation announce that the 
former Secretary General 
of the UN and Nobel Peace 
Laureate, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday 18th 
August after a short illness," 
his family said.

Annan was the first 
black African to take up the 
role of the world's top diplo-
mat, serving two terms from 
1997 to 2006. He later served 
as the UN special envoy for 
Syria, leading efforts to find 
a peaceful solution to the 
conflict.

His family described 
him as "a global statesman" 
who fought for fairness and 
peace throughout his life, 
as well as "a son of Ghana" 
who felt a "special respon-
sibility" to Africa. 

"He will  be greatly 
missed by so many around 
the world, as well as his staff 

Nagaland organisations 
want ILP for entire state  

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): The stu-
dents union of Kohima Science Col-
lege, the institution at the centre of 
a raging controversy, has sought to 
address what it called ‘some appar-
ent misunderstanding’ concerning 
issues of encroachment into the 
college’s land at Jotsoma village in 
Kohima. 

In a statement issued on Satur-
day, the union stated that the Jotso-
ma village council had initiated the 
move against illegal occupation and 
allotment of college land to various 
parties since four decades ago. 

From the ‘90s, the college’s stu-
dent union had ‘persisted with the 
All Nagaland College Students’ 
Union’ (ANCSU) to pursue the is-
sue, it stated. “Finally the ANCSU 
have officially tabled the land en-
croachment issue in its 2013 gen-
eral assembly, and endorsed time 
and again in subsequent assembly 

sittings. Therefore, the present 
movement has been gathering 
momentum and has now reached 
the public domain for which we are 
grateful,” the statement read. 

While admitting that ‘there have 
been some doubts due to lack of 
communications,’ the union hoped 
that the issue would be resolved 
through dialogue. “The KSCSU 
firmly believe in the constitutional 
values and the rule of law. Therefore 
we urge all the parties concern to 
amicably resolve the issue in an 
inclusive manner and at the earliest 
possible time in the greater interest 
of the students’ community.

“In order to fulfil the vision of 
the college as envisioned by the 
founding fathers and land donors 
we request the government to 
expedite the process of solving the 
present land issue at the earliest,” 
it stated. 

New Delhi, Aug. 18 (IANS): The Congress on 
Saturday said it had revoked the suspension 
of Mani Shankar Aiyar from the party fol-
lowing recommendation by its disciplinary 
committee.

Aiyar was suspended in December 2017 
after he used a derogatory word against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi ahead of the 
first phase of Gujarat Assembly elections. 

The comment had drawn criticism from 
the Bharatiya Janata Party and Modi who 
attributed the use of the word to Congress' 
feudal arrogance. After the controversial 
remark, then Congress Vice President Ra-
hul Gandhi had taken to Twitter to publicly 

censure Aiyar.
The former Rajya Sabha MP had ex-

pressed regret for his comments later. 
"Party President (Rahul Gandhi) has ap-

proved the recommendation of the Central 
Disciplinary Committee of the All India 
Congress Committee for the revocation of 
the suspension of Mani Shankar Aiyar from 
the party's primary membership with im-
mediate effect," a Congress statement said. 

In his defence, diplomat turned politi-
cian Aiyar had contended that he could not 
understand the word's implications when 
he used it since he is not a Hindi-speaking 
person.

Science College issue: Students 
union cites ‘lack of communication’ 

Congress revokes suspension of Mani Shankar Aiyar

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio has an-
nounced INR one cr. relief for flood-
hit Kerala, on behalf of the govern-
ment of Nagaland, according to a 
DIPR report on Saturday. 

“The chief minister has further 
appealed to the people of Nagaland, 
NGOs, civil societies, churches 
etc., to extend their assistance by 
contributing towards the relief fund 
and also pray to the Almighty for the 
people of Kerala who are undergo-
ing one of the worst natural calami-
ties to have hit the state in a century. 

“The rains have not only 
brought floods but also triggered 
landslides in the state, bringing 
Kerala to an abrupt halt (sic). All 
means of transportation have been 
affected by the torrential rains and 
people are experiencing extreme 
hardship besides many losing their 
lives,” the report read.

 Acharya offers INR two lakh  
Governor PB Acharya has donated 
INR two lakh to the Kerala chief 
minister’s relief fund in aid of people 
affected by flood, and the subse-
quent havoc caused by river tor-
rents in Kerala since the beginning 
of August.

A Raj Bhavan statement on Sat-
urday had the governor appealing to 
the people of Nagaland and its vari-
ous organisations to ‘donate gener-
ously to support and help people in 
the state of Kerala who have been 
badly affected by the recent flood.’

“Donation towards the chief 
minister’s relief fund can be made 
directly through account number 
37319948232, State Bank of India, 
City Branch Thiruvananthapuram, 
IFS Code- SBIN0070028, and 
Name of Donee: CMDRF,” it in-
formed. 

Nagaland donates 
INR one cr. to Kerala 

Kerala flood toll reaches 357; red alert continues in 11 districts 

Former UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan dies at 80
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rescued in areas like Pan-
danad (near Chengannur) 
and I saw two bodies float-
ing in the water. If there is 
anymore delay in, things 
will taken a turn for the 
worse. We are drinking rain 
water to keep us going...," 
said a resident of Pandanad.

O n  l a t e  S a t u r d a y 
evening, a 150-member 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) team started 
rescue operations in and 

around affected areas of 
Chengannur.

Congress legislator V.D. 
Sateeshan, who was spear-
heading the rescue opera-
tions in Paravur in Ernaku-
lam district, said that he 
stood before a rescue boat 
team with folded hands and 
they obliged and rescued 
several people.

"In the camp at my 
place, there are 7,000 peo-
ple and despite passionate 

pleas this camp has not 
received any government 
help at all. Several people 
have to take medicines for 
lifestyle diseases, but no 
medical kits have come. I 
have spoken to the Chief 
Minister down to all... All 
I got is assurances," said 
Sateeshan.

National award winning 
actor Salimkumar, after 
remaining holed up in his 
house along with 45 others 

for three days, was finally 
rescued by a fishing boat on 
Saturday evening.

"I was receiving daily 
calls from NDRF officials 
even from Delhi that rescue 
will happen very soon, but 
help came after three days," 
said Salimkumar.

Flaying the state for 
"failing in the endeavour", 
Leader of Opposition Chen-
nithala said: "I have been 
flooded with calls from 

the affected persons. Even 
now, thousands of people 
are stranded. The Chief 
Minister dismissed with 
contempt when I said this 
week that rescue and relief 
should be handed over to 
the Army. I do not want to 
blame anyone but it has 
been proved beyond doubt 
that the state government 
has failed."

A l a p p u z h a  Su p e r-
intendent of Police A.P. 
Surendran said: "Things 
are moving fast on Satur-
day. Helicopters and more 
boats have been pressed 
into service. We are confi-
dent we will be able to res-
cue more stranded people."

More fishing boats from 
various places reached the 
affected areas during the 
day.

Alappuzha District Col-
lector S. Suhas said since 
morning 150 boats includ-
ing house boats have been 
engaged in rescuing peo-
ple and "today (Saturday) 
we have by now evacuated 
about 75 per cent of peo-
ple who were waiting to be 
rescued".

"Around two lakhs 
people are now in various 
camps. This could well be 
the biggest rescue opera-
tion. At some places the wa-
ter is very rough and various 
types of boats are rescuing 
people," Suhas .

Journalist-turned-CPI-
M legislator Veena George 
on Saturday turned crit-
ical "due to the way the 
government machinery in 
Pathanamthitta has been 
working".

"None has a clue of how 

many people have been res-
cued and how many are left 
to be rescued. There seems 
to be disconnect in coordi-
nation of the operations," 
said George.

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n 
Kozhikode, Malappuram, 
Palakkad and Wayanad 
inched towards compara-
tive normalcy as rains 
slowed and water level re-
ceded, with many living 
in crowded relief camps 
awaiting to return home.

But a landslide near Nel-
liyampathy in Palakkad dis-
trict has left around 1,000 
people cut off from the 
mainland and the Army is 
working to clear the debris.

At several places in 
waterlogged areas, banks 
could not function normal-
ly since staff failed to report 
for the duty due to flooding.

Railway services be-
tween Ernakulam and 
Thrissur remained sus-
pended on Saturday with 
long-distance trains divert-
ed via the Nagercoil route.

A trial run on the Kot-
tayam sector took place 
later in the day, as all serv-
ices on this route were sus-
pended for the past two 
days.

Certain blockades on 
the Thrissur-Palakkad-Alu-
va highway was cleared 
for traffic. Army personnel 
worked hard to clear the 
roads to Munnar.

Kerala is facing the 
heaviest rains and conse-
quent widespread floods 
and destruction since 1924, 
which the state estimates 
has caused a loss of over Rs 
19,500 crore.

at the Foundation and his 
many former colleagues in 
the UN system," the state-
ment said.

The IOM said: "Today 
we mourn the loss of a great 
man, a leader and a vision-
ary: Former UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. A life 
well lived. A life worth cel-
ebrating."

Annan was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize jointly 
with the UN in 2001 "for their 
work for a better organized 
and more peaceful world". 

His tenure as the UN 
chief coincided with the 
Iraq War and the HIV/Aids 

pandemic.

Rio mourns loss of ‘great 
human being’ 
Chief Minister Neihiu Rio 
took to twitter to expressed 
sadness at the demise of An-
nan. on his twitter handle, @
Neiphiu_Rio, the chief min-
ister wrote: I'm saddened to 
hear about the death of #Ko-
fiAnnan, former UN Secre-
tary-General and recipient 
of Nobel Peace Prize for hu-
manitarian work. The world 
has lost a much-loved leader 
& a great human being. May 
his soul rest in peace.”

Related story on page 9
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Members of the newly elected executive members of the forum, and others.

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photograph after a seminar at Aboi in Mon.

Personnel of the Home Guards and Civil Defence demonstrating emergency rescue tactics at the Eastern 
Christian College on Aug. 18.

Dimapur, Aug.18 (EMN):  
The Christian Forum Di-
mapur (CFD) held its gen-
eral body meeting on Aug. 
15 at the Bethesda Chil-
dren Home at Walford in 
Dimapur. 

According to a press 
release, the meeting was 
conducted to evaluate the 

functioning of CFD and  
elect a new team for the 
next three years. 

Rev. P Dozo, Rev. Tenga 
Sep, Rev. N Paphino, Pastor 
Moses Murry, Rev. RP Murry, 
and Fr. Chacko Karinthayil, 
who were the present office 
bearers, were selected as the 
selection committee. 

After deliberation the 
committee has elected Pas-
tor Moses Murry as chair-
man; Rev. S Vitoshe Swu as 
vice chairman; Fr. Dr. CP 
Anto as general secretary; 
Rev. Wungo Chingmak as 
assistant general secretary; 
and Pastor Pekrusetuo An-
gami as treasurer.  

Dimapur-II NDPP conducts blood 
donation camp at district hospital

Members of the NDPP of 2 Dimapur-II pose for a group photograph after the blood donation camp that was 
conducted at the district hospital in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
Dimapur-II unit of the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
youth organisation con-
ducted a blood donation 
camp at Dimapur District 
Hospital on Aug. 17. 

Former NDPP can-

didate, Supu Jamir said 
that the camp was not 
for publicity stunt but 
to save fellow citizens. 
Stating that ‘no sacrifice 
is greater than donating 
blood,’ Jamir thanked all 
the donors. He further 
encouraged everyone to 

donate blood in order to 
save the lives of fellow hu-
man being. 

The unit president 
thanked all well wishers, 
NDPP central officials 
led by Lucy P Akokla and 
NDPP Dimapur region led 
by Asangla Imli. 

Clubs pay tribute to former PM
Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): The Lions and 
Leo clubs of Dimapur paid a tribute to 
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee by lighting of candle on Aug. 17.

To mark the loss, the clubs organised 

‘langar’ at Dimapur Gurudwara. Led by 
clubs presidents, Manoj Chhabra and 
Rishab Chhabr, the team reached out 
to people on street by distributed food 
items.

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
Dimapur police have ar-
rested four persons in the 
past one week for  alleged 
for engaging in various 
crimes.

According to a press 
release issued by the ad-
ditional commissioner of 
police, a person identified 
as Niuto Awomi of Kiyevi 
village under Medziphema 
sub-division was arrested 
on Aug.18 while he was try-
ing to steal money from an 
ATM booth located at 4th 
Mile, near Agri Expo site in 
Dimapur.

One crow bar used for 
opening the ATM cash 
vault was recovered by the 
police. 

Accordingly, case was 
registered at Diphupar po-
lice station for further in-
vestigation.

Also, on Aug. 17, the Di-
mapur police have arrested 
one person in connection 
with Borpathat police sta-
tion case on Aug. 17 and 
rescued one female from 
captivity. 

In this connection, the 
alleged accused identified 
as Bijoy Deka was arrested 
from Purana Bazaar in Di-
mapur. It was informed 
that both the victim and the 
accused were handed over 
to Borpathar police.

In a separated inci-
dent, the Dimapur police 
have arrested two persons 

on Aug. 13, for extorting 
money from business com-
munities.

The arrested persons 
were identified as Nitoho 
Kinimi of Kuhoxu village 
under Niuland sub-divi-
sion, presently residing at 
Half Nagarjan and Tokato 
Jimumi of Roni village un-
der Bhandari sub-division 
in Wokha district and cur-
renrly residing at Signal 
Bazaar.

Police have recovered 
32 nos. of vehicles tax infor-
mation slip, one note pad, 
one visiting card of NNC-
Non Accordist and cash 
of INR 750 from their pos-
session.  The case is under 
investigation was going on.

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
Expressing profound sad-
ness over the demise of 
former Prime Minister AB 
Vajpayee, the Naga Hoho 
described the deceased as 
a political icon who took the 
Indian society to a greater 
height. 

The Naga Hoho said 
Vajpayee was an ardent 
politician, a poet and a real 
orator with whom India 
irrespective of political af-
filiation, felt in love. 

Pointing out that Vaj-
payee was the first prime 
minister of India who ac-
knowledged the unique 
history and situation of the 
Nagas in 2002, the Naga 
Hoho said that the Nagas 

have lost a man who felt 
deeply for the Naga cause. 

Saying that the Naga 
people had great hope 
to resolve the Indo-Naga 
problem during his time as 
prime minister, the Hoho 
lamented that Vajpayee’s 
stint as the prime minis-
ter ended before the Naga 
problem could be resolved. 

While recalling his de-
termination to traverse 
the 72 km distance from 
Dimapur to Kohima and 
also the commitment to 
grant the four lane road 
between Kohima-Dimapur 
during his visit to Naga-
land, the hoho said that it 
spoke volumes of his love 
for the Naga people. The 

Naga Hoho termed it as a 
remarkable memory for the 
Nagas which will be fondly 
remembered in all years to 
come. 

“His sympathy and love 
for the Nagas was clearly 
understood when Vajpayee 
as the Prime Minister in 
2003 granted financial aid 
to Nagaland to waive out 
the entire deficit and start 
with zero deficit Budget 
by granting 1050 crores,” 
said the Naga Hoho while 
terming it as a feat which no 
Prime ministers had ever 
done for Nagaland in its 
past 55 years of statehood 
and in the history of Naga-
land Legislative Assembly.

“The Nagas have indeed 

lost a valued leader who 
could relate to the Naga 
problem,” stated the Naga 
Hoho while praying for the 
departed soul to rest in eter-
nal peace.   

BJP minority morcha: 
State BJP minority morcha 
has mourned the demise of 
a three times former prime 
minister of India Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, who passed away 
on Aug. 16. 

“He was a great states-
man and a man of principle 
who stood tooth and nail 
for party and the prosper-
ity of nation,” the morcha 
said. The state unit morcha 
expressed that it would al-
ways treasure the legacy left 
behind.

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
With an aim to enhance 
the adaptive capacity and 
skill improvement of the 
farming community, the 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra Mon 
(Aboi) organised a seminar 
on “sustainable approach 
for doubling of farmers’ 
income under changing 
climate scenario,” for the 
‘farm women’ of Ngangch-

ing and surrounding vil-
lages at the KVK Mon con-
ference hall, Aboi on Aug. 
18. 

A press release from 
the ACTO (Animal Sci-
ence), KVK Mon, informed 
that the programme was 
organised under the Na-
tional Innovations Climate 
Resilient in Agriculture- 
Technology Demonstra-

tion Component (NICRA-
TDC). 

Re s o u rc e  p e r s o n s 
KVK asst. chief techni-
cal officers (genetics and 
plant breeding) Dr. MS 
Sachan and Dr. Paihem 
Michui, (animal science), 
enlightened the partici-
pants on the various as-
pects of climate change 
and its impacts, disaster 

management, natural re-
source management for 
enhancing the adoptive 
capacity in regard to crop-
ping systems and livestock 
productions, its strategies 
for adaption and resource 
conservation technologies.  

Altogether, 72 farm 
women from different or-
ganizations participated in 
the seminar. 

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): Eastern Chris-
tian, Dimapur organised an earthquake 
evacuation  drill on Aug. 18 in the college 
premises.

The drill was conducted by an expert 
team from department of Nagaland Home 
Guard and Civil Defence headed by deputy 

commandant and chief instructor of Cen-
tral Training Institute Avinuo, sub-inspec-
tor and instructor Gwasolo Magh, along 
with 10 members from the department. 

The team demonstrated emergency 
methods of rescue and uses of fire extin-
guishers.

D i m a p u r,  A u g .  1 8 
(EMN): In a bid to im-
prove the functioning of 
the government offices 
in the area, the Chang-
tongya Sub-divisional 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board (SDPDB) 
has resolved to carry out 
random surprise check-
ing of government of-
fices and report non-
functioning offices to 
the government for dis-
ciplinary action as per 
relevant rules. 

An update from DIPR 
informed that SDPDB 
meeting was held in the 
office Chamber of SDO 
(Civil) Changtongya.

The board, while re-
viewing its last meeting 
minutes, discussed and 
resolved that ‘in view of 
reported case of total 
absence of officers and 
staffs and non-opening 
of government offices 
which is detrimental to 
mandated public service 

by salaried government 
employees, it was de-
cided to carry out ran-
dom surprise checking 
of government office 
functioning and report 
the matter to the govern-
ment for disciplinary ac-
tion as per relevant rules. 

The board also dis-
cussed about the main-
tenance of street lights in 
the town in all the light 
post, especially at police 
point, to lighten up the 
town and give a sense 
of appeal to detern un-
wanted elements from 
open movement during 
night time.  

The newly deputed 
SDO (C) Moakumzuk, 
who presided over the 
meeting, encouraged 
all members of the Sub-
Divisional Departmental 
Co-ordination Forum, 
(head of offices) to per-
form their respective 
duties at their place of 
posting and to serve the 

public and also ‘to coop-
erate with the public’. 

The chairman en-
quired from the SDO 
(Power)  regarding a 
damaged power trans-
former; to which the lat-
ter assured the house to 
look into the matter at 
the earliest. 

 Also for the beau-
tification of the town, 
the house requested the 
forest ranger to initiate 
plantation work of or-
namental and flowering 
trees; it was resolved that 
the plantation will be in-
itiated during the mon-
soon season in 2019. 

The other agenda 
discussed were about 
the continuous failure 
of mobile connectivity 
by service provide BSNL 
and Airtel and also the 
organising of the 3rd In-
ter-Departmental Foot-
ball Tournament which 
will be held in the month 
of October 2018. 

STATE

EA-Chandmari school to empower 
students with entrepreneurial skills

APO convenes meeting
The Angami public organisation (APO) has convened 
an executive council meeting on Aug. 22 at 11 am at 
APO hall in Kohima. Informing this in a press release 
received here on Saturday, the organisation general 
secretary has requested APO office bearers, executive 
council members from NAPO, WAPO, SAPO, CPO, 
AMK, and frontal organisations to attend the meeting 
without fail. 

NCD convenes councillors’ 
meeting
The Naga Council Dimapur (NCD) has called an ex-
traordinary councillors meeting on Aug. 22 in its con-
ference hall, Nyamo Lotha Road, at 2 pm. The council 
general secretary has informed that the house will 
review the resolution no. 4 adopted by the councillors 
during its general meeting on May 20, regarding the 
Naga Council Mhalie memorial market development 
project. All the councillors have been requested to at-
tend the proposed meeting.

Measles-rubella orientation 
held at Ahthibung
An orientation programme on measles-rubella for 
teachers under Ahthibung educational block was con-
ducted at EBRC Ahthibung with Dr. Azo, MO PHC Aht-
hibung, and Amen Kipgen, BPM, as resource persons. 
Altogether 52 teachers under the block attended the 
orientation programme. An update from the organis-
ers informed that a core group for the campaign at the 
block level was also formed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
The Entrepreneurs As-
sociates (EA) in collabo-
ration with Chandmari 
Higher Secondary School, 
Kohima, is conducting a 
skill programme called 
“School of Life Values 
and Entrepreneurship,” 
(Solve) with an aim to 
equip and empower the 
students with skills that 
will enable them to adapt 
to changes. 

The organisation initi-
ated Solve programme to 
reach out to students and 
potential entrepreneurs. 

The EA said in a state-
ment that it would in-
teract with the students  
during the programme 
and make them engaged 
in various initiatives that 
will help them take on 
responsibility and hone 
their communication 
skills. It also wants  to 
bring about awareness 

Training in progress at the Chandmari Higher Secondary School in Kohima.

on financial matters and 
entrepreneurship oppor-
tunities.

EA informed that it 
has been actively engaged 
in training, mentoring 

and financing young peo-
ple to take up entrepre-
neurship in Nagaland and 

Manipur for the past two 
decades. 

EA believed that the 
best way to groom stu-
dents for their life is by 
helping them experience 
a dose of reality.

Believing in the pow-
er of preparedness and 
readiness, EA hoped that 
students who enrol in the 
programme will be able 
to identify more career 
choices available to them 
when they pass out from 
school. 

The training is expect-
ed to be a ‘life saver’ for 
students who can’t pur-
sue further studies owing 
to financial constraints or 
other reasons. 

The skill programme, 
which is being carried 
out at Chandmari Higher 
Secondary School, is ex-
pected to be conducted 
in more schools and col-
leges across the state. 

D i m a p u r,  A u g .  1 8 
(EMN): The students’ 
unions of Bailey Baptist 
College and Mount Tiyi 
College of  Wokha dis-
trict have expressed their 
unconditional support 
to the land encroach-
ment and scholarship 
issues raised by the All 
Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ANCSU). 

The two students’ 
unions expressed un-
happiness on the state 
government and urged 
it to resolve the issue at 
the earliest. 

A press release is-
sued on behalf of the 
two colleges by Chon-
chithung Y Emungrui, 
president of BBC Stu-
dents’ Union, extended 
support to the issue of 
land encroachment of 
Kohima Science College, 
Jotsoma, scholarship cell 
and permanent settle-
ment of scholarship and 
demarcation and build-
ing of concrete walls in 
an around the demar-
cated land of all gov-
ernment colleges and 
polytechnics. 

The release said that 
the above issues have 
been a deterrent factor 
towards the uplift and 
welfare of the students’ 
community. 

T h e  u n i o n s  a l s o 
called upon the stake-
holder to support the 
concerns of the stu-
dents’ community as it 
compromises the wel-
fare of the students as a 
whole.  

Wokha 
students’ 
unions 
support 
ANCSU
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Paiwang Konyak interacts with officials at one of two sites that the authorities are examining to build a 
helipad, near Mon on Aug. 16.

EM Images

 Ashish Sharma with employees of Big Bazaar in Dimapur on Aug. 18.

WALKING FOR A CAUSE : An engineer’s 
quest against begging in the country

Dimapur GB passes 
several resolutions 

Salesians given journalism course  

Paiwang Konyak inspects sites for helipad at Mon Ao Students ask shop owners to 
change road’s name on billboards
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 18: Ash-
ish Sharma, a 29 year man 
from New Delhi is on a mis-
sion. He wants to eradicate 
beggary from the entire 
nation, and he has under-
taken the ardours task of 
walking through the length 
and breadth of the country 
with starting from Jammu 
spreading the message 
for a ‘beggar-free India’ or 
Unmukt India campaign. 
This determined young 
educated man after more 
than 8603 kms across 15 
states since he started his 
journey on Aug. 22, 2017 
is in Dimapur city and 
heading towards Kohima 
ready to spread his message 
throughout the northeast as 
part of the campaign.  

Sp e a k i n g  t o  E a s t -
ern Mirror, Sharma nar-
rated about an incident 
that touched his heart and 
compelled  him to start his 
mission.  

I t  a l l  s t a r t e d  o n e 
evening, Sharma narrated, 
while returning home he 
saw a malnourished child 
with bleeding hands beg-
ging around. Sharma was 
moved by the condition of 

the child, so he took him 
home, fed and clothed him 
and even enrolled the child 
in a school with the help 
of an NGO. That incident 
changed his life.  

 The incident changed 
his life. He quit his job as a 
mechanical engineer em-
ployed in an MNC com-
pany and embarked on the 
journey on foot to create 
awareness against children 
begging.

 “After doing extensive 
research, I concluded that 
the condition was going 
from bad to worse. The 
government-run welfare 
schemes were not reaching 

those who actually deserved 
them, because of lack of 
awareness,” Sharma told 
Eastern Mirror.

“We cannot make peo-
ple aware unless we meet 
them personally and a 
countrywide tour was per-
haps the best way to meet 
the masses,” he said.

But journeying on foot 
is not an easy task, he con-
ceded but firmly added, 
‘my goal is to make India a 
nation free of child begging 
kept me going’. 

Initially, his parents dis-
proved of his idea, but now 
they are proud of him and 
are supportive in his mis-

sion. 
He said he travelled 

around 30 to 40 km a day 
and met thousands of peo-
ple to make them aware of 
the welfare schemes that 
could change an individu-
al’s life.  

Also addressing child 
rights issues, Sharma said 
that taking reformatory 
measures and empowering 
either vocational or regular 
education is the need of the 
hour. “The final vision is to 
make India a child begging 
free nation” he said. 

When asked about the 
challenges he has faced so 
far, Ashish revealed that 

emotionally it was very diffi-
cult as he would have emo-
tional breakdowns while 
walking. “Apart from my 
own breakdowns, it was 
very difficult to hear my 
parents get emotional and 
be worried”, he shared.

He also made known 
of how he slowly learned to 
take care of his wellbeing 
since physiotherapists were 
not always available. “My 
diet is simple, I am pure 
veg and a simple diet of just 
rotis and daal work for me”, 
he added.

 Sharma believes that 
this movement is a psy-
chological movement and 
in a group or team, a psy-
chological movement is 
not as much as possible 
individually. 

Ashish Sharma is one of 
the core founders of Duayen 
Foundation, a grass root 
movement for child protec-
tion and development has 
so far covered 180 districts 
and over 141 cities,

When asked if  this 
walking would help in re-
ally eradicating begging, 
he replied that it will not 
directly but yet this was 
still the first phase. “As soon 

as I complete my journey 
me and my supporters 
will organise a huge rally 
in New Delhi on June 14, 
2019 for awareness and 
then we will start sending 
children to schools from 
village levels”, he informed 
adding that the change 
he was aiming for is at a 
psychological level. “Once 
people get to know that 
someone is walking 17,000 
km for a cause like child 
beggars and going through 
immense pain, they’ll also 
be touched at some level. 
This will help in getting 
them mobilised.”

He also informed that 
for the marathon he has 
programmed a mobile ap-
plication called ‘Duayen’ 
in which he is connecting 
schools, hospitals, police 
stations, administrative of-
ficials and other govern-
ment establishments to one 
another where zero toler-
ance towards child begging 
and abused children will be 
created.  

The mobile applica-
tions can be of great use in 
identifying the lost kids and 
child beggars, helping them 
reach their homes,” he said.

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
Taking a serious note of 
many issues confronting 
the society, the Dimapur 
District Gaon Burahs’ As-
sociation (DDGBA) along 
with its eight administrative 
units, and GBs of Lotha and 
Ao passed several resolu-
tions at a joint meeting in 
Dimapur on Aug 18. 

A press release received 
at Eastern Mirror informed 
that the joint meeting re-
solved to advise the respec-
titve GBs of village or town 
not to issue ‘PRC/TRC with-
out proper verification of 
documents of the persons 
concerned. 

It also resolved to ex-
tend full support to the 
“Joint Committee on pre-
vention of the illegal im-
migrants” ( JCPI) and it 
resolved to request the gov-
ernment administration 
not to entertain or honor 

any certificate certified by 
non- Naga GBs. 

Besdies, it also resolved 
to request ‘seven adminis-
trative units under the as-
sociation’  to mobilize and 
support to form a Chair-
men’s Unions in each re-
spective Units in Rural Area    
(Villages) to assist  for the 
smooth functioning of vil-
lage or colony administra-
tion.

The Association strong-
ly opposed the Aadhaar 
being made mandatory in 
all the official requirement; 
it reminded Nagaland Govt. 
that the other States like As-
sam and Meghalaya are not 
implemented but enjoying 
all the benefits of the central 
Govt. 

Moreoever, the asso-
ciation also resolved to sup-
port the ‘one government 
one, tax system’ initiated by 
ACAUT. 

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN):  A two-day journalism course was 
conducted for the first year B. Ph students of Salesian Col-
lege of Higher Education in Dimapur on Aug. 17 and 18. A 
total of 47 students attended the programme.

The chief resource person was secretary of Social Com-
munication wing of Dimapur Province Fr. Jonas Kerketta 
SDB. The aspiring journalists were highlighted on the im-
portance of newspaper, its structure and the art of writing 
news during the programme.

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
Minister for Transport, 
Civil Aviation, Railway, 
and Land Resources, P Pai-
wang Konyak, inspected 
two sites for construction 
of civil helipad near Mon 
village which is located 
about 5 km away from 
Mon headquarters on 
Aug. 16.   An update from 
the DIPR on Saturday in-
formed that Konyak vis-
ited two sites in order to 
select the best and suitable 
site for the helipad. 

During theinspection, 
the minister said, “Al-
though road connectivity 
is very important, Naga-
land being a hilly terrain, 

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
Ao Students’ Union Di-
mapur (ASUD) on Saturday 
requested all the business 
establishments along Tajen 
Ao Road to replace their 
signboards that still carry 
the old name ‘Circular Road’ 
as soon as possible, saying 
that the ‘nomenclature’ was 
changed in 2016. 

A press release issued by 
the ASUD President, Lanu-
toshi Aier and General Sec-
retary, Moayanger Jamir said 
that some shops still use the 
old name in their addresses 
though it’s almost two years 

since the name of the road 
was changed. So, it has re-
quested all the business es-
tablishments along the road 
to use the new name on the 
billboards.

Meanwhile, with regard 
to the ongoing agitation 
called by the ANCSU, the Ao 
Students’ Union Dimapur 
said that it fully supports the 
students’ community and 
genuine concerns voiced by 
the ANCSU and hoped for 
a permanent settlement on 
all pending issues brought 
to light by ‘the apex college 
students’ body’.

“Higher education is 
of paramount importance 
and when problems such 
as land encroachment and 
scholarship delays exist, 
the educational needs of 
the student community are 
compromised to a great ex-
tent,” ASUD said in a state-
ment. 

It expressed hope that 
the  s tate  gover nment 
would not only give verbal 
assurance but also come 
up with an effective mech-
anism so that the current 
problems do not recur in 
the future. 

there are often road block-
ages due to land slide and 
mudslide, especially during 
monsoon seasons.”

Taking this into con-
sideration, the Minister 
informed that the govern-
ment is planning to provide 
air connectivity to every 
district headquarters and 
additional deputy com-
missioner headquarters so 
that alternative arrange-
ments can be made during 
emergencies. The minis-
ter was accompanied by 
Mon deputy commissioner, 
superintendent of police 
(SP), additional SP, assistant 
commissioner, and party 
leaders, the DIPR informed.
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Chinese team to visit Northeast to 
study investment — Tripura Minister

Gold bars seized in Manipur

Tripura min. supports NRC revision in the state

Guwahati-based 
enterprise among top 
100 SMEs in India

Lightning kills 
cattle in West KA

12 arrested in lynching case of 
Assam’s Biswanath district

Flood affected villagers seeks assistance from state govt.

Assamese movie streaming portal ‘Movietonne’ launched

Agartala, Aug. 18 (IANS): A Chi-
nese delegation would visit Assam 
and Tripura next month to study 
the possible investment sectors in 
the resource-rich northeast India, 
Tripura Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Sudip Roy Barman said 
on Saturday.

Roy Barman, who as member 
of the Indian delegation visited 
China earlier this week, said : “A 
Chinese delegation would visit 
Assam and Tripura in September 
to study the probable invest-
ment sectors in the northeastern 
region and the region’s avail-
able resources. After visiting As-
sam, the delegation would visit 
Tripura.”

The Chinese official delega-
tion, he said, would talk to top 
officials, traders, investors and 
experts of the northeastern 

region comprising eight states 
in Guwahati, the Minister, who 
returned here on Friday, told 
IANS.

An Indian delegation led by 
Bharatiya Janata Party General 
Secretary Ram Madhav on a visit 
to the southern Chinese city of 
Guangzhou since August 11 met 
Indian and Chinese officials and 
businessmen from different parts 
of the country.

Senior Ministers from Assam, 
Tripura, Manipur, Uttar Pradesh 
and Gujarat -- the states gov-
erned by the BJP -- were the part 
of the 10-member delegation, 
which was jointly supported by 
the Union Ministry of Indus-
tries and Commerce and India 
Foundation, a NGO runs by Ram 
Madhav.

Roy Barman, who also holds 

the Information Technology, 
Science, Technology and En-
vironment Departments, said 
that the Indian delegation first 
visited a waste management 
plant in Guangzhou that gen-
erate power from garbage and 
waste materials in a very eco-
friendly process.

Surface connectivity, includ-
ing railways, has developed to 
a large extent in the northeast 
region and transportation now 
become easier between the region 
and the rest of the country via 
Bangladesh, he added.

The minister said after the 
completion of the under con-
struction bridge over river Feni 
(135 km south of Agartala) in 
southern Tripura, the region 
would be directly connected with 
the Chittagong international sea 

port in neighbouring Bangladesh.
The Chittagong sea port, 

only international port nearest 
to northeast India, is 72 km from 
southern Tripura’s border town 
Sabroom.

“The Feni bridge would turn 
Tripura into a abusiness hub’ for 
all the northeastern states,” the 
Minister said, adding the state 
government has also invited in-
vestors to set up rubber based 
industries as Tripura is the second 
largest rubber growing state after 
Kerala.

Northeast India’s only 250 
km out of 5,687 km outer perim-
eter touches India. The remaining 
5437 km represents international 
boundaries with China (1300), 
Myanmar (1643 km), Bangladesh 
(1880 km), Bhutan (516 km) and 
Nepal (98 km).

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 18: Eighteen 
contraband gold pieces in 
‘rectangular form’ weigh-
ing more than three kilo-
grams and valued around 
INR 1.06 crore were seized 
from five alleged smug-
glers in Manipur from two 
different locations around 
Imphal, customs officials 
said on Saturday.

In the first incident, 
four persons who were 
travelling to Dimapur in 
Nagaland in a passenger 
Tata Winger, were arrested 
from Koirengei bazar in 
the outskirts of Imphal 
along the Imphal-Di-
mapur highway on Fri-
day afternoon (around 
4 pm) for allegedly try-
ing to smuggle 16 gold 
pieces in rectangular form 
with a marking which read 
“Fine gold 999.9” worth 
INR 94.55 lakhs from their 
shoes and stroller bags, 
said N Meiraba, Super-
intendent of the Imphal 
customs division’s anti-
smuggling unit.

The gold pieces weigh-
ing 3206.2 grams appeared 

to be of “foreign origin” to 
be smuggled from Imphal 
to Dimapur and further to 
Mumbai by train, the of-
ficer said.

The four – identified 
as Sanjay Kumar Krish-
nani (32), Jayram Parbati 
Manglani (40), Harish 
Nanikram Shringi (44), all 
from Ulhasnagar, Thane 
district Maharashtra and 
Umesh Laxmandas Darda 
(32) from Aurangabad, 
Maharashtra were arrest-
ed on the basis of “specific 
information,” said the 
customs officer.

Simultaneously, as a 
second instance, officials 
of the same customs unit 
seized two gold pieces in 
rectangular form with a 
marking which read “Fine 
gold 999.9” weighing 399.9 
grams valued at INR 11.79 
lakhs from one alleged 
smuggler from North AOC 
area in Imphal on Friday, 
the officer said.

The arrested person 
Dilip Rajkumar Laljani( 
29) also from Ulhasnagar, 
Thane district Maharash-
tra, had concealed the two 

gold pieces in his rectums.
Stating that the collec-

tive weight of the seized 
precious metal came up 
to 3606.1grams valued at 
INR 1,06,34,389, the SP 
Customs division Imphal 
Meiraba said that the nec-
essary cases have been 
registered and investiga-
tion is going on.

With the recent sei-
zure, the Imphal customs 
division’s anti-smuggling 
unit has so far seized INR 
8 crore worth contraband 
gold weighing around 30 
kilogram and booked 22 
individuals under 21 cases 
since April 1, 2018. Be-
sides, the unit also seized 
1 lakh WY Amphetamine 
tablets worth around INR 
3.05 crore in the interna-
tional market from four 
persons during the above 
period.

On March 9, 12 Assam 
Rifles personnel seized 
97 gold bars amounting 
to INR 4.8 crore from a 
Maruti van that was ply-
ing from Moreh in Teng-
noupal district to the state 
capital.

Guwahati, Aug. 18 (PTI): 
Guwahati-based Out of 
Home (OOH) media firm’s 
Outreach Advertising has 
made it to the list of top 
100 Small & Medium En-
terprises (SMEs) in the 
country for 2017, a release 
today said.

The screening was 
made from over 33,000 
entities across the coun-
try, it said.

The selection proc-
ess to pick the top 100 
emerging SMEs involved 
a qualified and eminent 
jury’s assessments with 
the criteria considered in 
selecting included inno-
vation, scalability, busi-
ness feasibility, market 
opportunity, reach and 
revenue.

The award was pre-
sented by Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) of 
Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises Giriraj Singh 
at New Delhi on August 9, 
the release added.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug. 18: At least 
13 cows died by lightning 
strike on Aug. 15 morning 
at Singdoloi Kambura Le-
kthe village under Ching-
thong MAC constituency 
of West Karbi Anglong 
district, around 230 KM 
distance from Diphu, 
headquarter of KA.

According to sourc-
es, the incident occurred 
around 9:30 in the morn-
ing when heavy rain ac-
companied by lightning 
killed the cows. The owner 
of the cows is Hemari Le-
kthe; more than INR 2 lakh 
of rupee has been lost due 
to the accident. 

Guwahati, Aug. 18 (PTI): Twelve 
people have been arrested for their 
alleged involvement in lynching 
a man and severely injuring three 
others on suspicions of cattle theft 
in Assam’s Biswanath district, police 
said today.

Machetes, sticks and rods used in 
the August 15 attack were seized and 
police were looking for others involved 
in the incident, Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Diganta Kumar Choudhury 
told PTI.

In the attack, Deben Rajbongshi 
(35) was killed and Pujan Ghatowar 

(40), Phulchand Sahu (25) and Bijoy 
Nayak (25) were injured by a mob of 
villagers at Line Number 15 of Diplon-
ga Tea Estate under the Sootea police 
station, police had said.

“As per our probe, around 15 peo-
ple were involved in provocation and 
attack on the four persons. During the 
last two days, we have arrested 12 peo-
ple who were involved in the lynching 
incident,” the SP said today.

Police have registered two cases 
- one against the four for allegedly lift-
ing two cows and the other against the 
people for assaulting them.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 18: Floods 
become an annual phe-
nomenon in Manipur’s 
hilly terrain particularly 
in some villages under 
Senapati district bordering 
Nagaland in India’s North-
eastern region since the 
last two years as in valleys 
of Manipur where flood 
becomes a regular cycle 
every year.

A heavy downpour on 
August 12 and 13 caused 
landslide and flash flood 
in the hilly Phaibung Khul-
len village, 130 km north 
of Imphal in the district 
destroying many paddy 
fields covering more than 
300 acres, according to vil-
lage sources.

Initially the rain caused 
landslide blocking the river 
near Chingai Khullen and 
Khunou areas and subse-
quently flooding a large 
area of paddy fields of the 
village which houses more 
than 700 households, says 
Kh Benjamin, secretary of 
Phaibung Khullen village. 
Now paddy fields belong-

Guwahati, Aug. 18 (PTI): 
Movietonne, an online 
platform to stream Assa-
mese and regional films, 
was launched today with 
a platter of 16 different 
flicks.

Movietonne is  an 
online film streaming 
platform, where for the 
first time old and new 

Assamese films will be 
available for a minimum 
amount of INR 40 only, 
they added.

Movietonne’s f irst 
batch of films include Aei 
Maatite, Local Kung Fu 2, 
Chaaknoiya, Shakira Aa-
hibo Bokul Tolor Bihuloi, 
Dinabandhu, Adomya, 
Anuradha, Mriganabhi, 

Juye Poora Xoon, Sami-
ran Barua Ahi Ase, Dik-
chow Banat Palaax, Je-
eye Jurir Xubaax, Jajabor, 
Jaangfaai Joonaak and 
Bokul.

Till now, there has 
been no dedicated online 
platform to stream As-
samese or regional films, 
they said. 

Agartala, Aug. 18 (PTI): Tripura Tribal Welfare 
minister Mevar Kumar Jamatia today supported 
the revision of NRC in the state and hoped that 
his party IPFT would soon demand it like several 
other states.

Indigenous Peoples Front of Tripura (IPFT) is an 
ally of the ruling alliance headed by BJP which came 
to power after the Tripura assembly polls in Febru-
ary this year.

Jamatia, who is the general secretary of IPFT, said, 
We were always seeking NRC in our state (Tripura). 
Other states are now demanding NRC revision and 
hopefully our party will also demand it in Tripura, 
Jamatia said.

IPFT had earlier demanded NRC revision in 
Tripura claiming that the indigenous communities 
in the state were suffering identity crisis.

He said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP 
president Amit Shah had made a lot of statements on 
NRC and said talks on revising the national register is 
going on at the central level. “I think this issue (NRC) 

is a burning issue.
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb had rejected 

the demand for NRC revision saying there was no 
public demand for it and that he was unaware of any 
IPFT call for it. Meanwhile, the Indigenous Nation-
alist Party of Twipra (INPT), another tribal regional 
party, has demanded NRC revision in the north 
eastern state like in Assam.

A three-member INPT delegation of the party led 
by its president, Bijoy Kumar Hrangkhawl is slated to 
visit New Delhi and submit a memorandum on the 
issue to Prime Minister Narendra Modi this month, 
its general secretary Jagadish Debbarma told report-
ers. As a primary step we will go to Delhi on August 
28 and submit a memorandum in favour of NRC in 
Tripura to the Registrar General of Citizen Register, 
the PMO, the Home Minister and others. Other de-
cisions will be taken later,” Debbarma said.

Possibilities of filing a petition with the Supreme 
Court to allow NRC revision in Tripura would be dis-
cussed in the next party meeting, he added.
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The seized gold bars.
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 A man stands in a damaged paddy field in Phaibung Khullen village in Manipur.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1913SUD0KU 1753
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Male adult deer (plural)
 6. Beers
 10. Long upright post
 14. Fortune-telling cards
 15. Male parent of an animal
 16. Affirm
 17. Sporting venue
 18. Leg joint
 19. Habitual repetition
 20. Infatuated
 22. Formosa
 24. Female student
 25. Expressed in words
 26. On land
 29. Sediment or scum
 30. Group of governments
 31. Buildings where wealth is stored
 37. Singer/songwriter Tommy _____
 39. Portray
 40. Control mechanism motor
 41. Net-like structures
 44. Flexible covering of a body
 45. Solely or merely
 46. Causing horror
 48. Garnish herb
 52. Urinated
 53. A member of the rhododendron 

family
 54. Came before
 58. Italian currency
 59. Unusual
 61. Actress _____ Ekberg
 62. Biblical garden
 63. Something already indicated or 

named
 64. Young cod or haddock
 65. Separate and classify
 66. Witches
 67. Adolescents 

 DOWN
 1. Pierce
 2. Cornfield weed
 3. Metric units of area

 4. Bacteria that causes 
gonorrhea

 5. Stationary part of a motor
 6. Requested
 7. “Swedish nightingale” Jenny 

____ (1820-1887)
 8. Before (archaic)
 9. Resents
 10. Former NBC reporter 

_____ Shriver
 11. Confesses
 12. Stiff hairs or bristles
 13. Tendency
 21. ____er totter
 23. Giant with 100 eyes (Greek 

mythology)
 25. Canadian poet Edwin John 

_____ (1883-1964)
 26. Shortened
 27. Fruit of the blackthorn 

bush
 28. Singer/songwriter ____ 

Axton
 29. Rot
 32. Recover or revive
 33. Home
 34. Irritates
 35. Wickedness
 36. Japanese electronics 

company

 38. French for “School”
 42. Discover
 43. US writer James ____
 47. Put into a new form
 48. Wanes
 49. Containing the N3 group 

(Chemistry)
 50. More scarce
 51. Tilt
 52. Apply steady force
 54. Self-righteous person
 55. Dreadful
 56. English college
 57. Fathers
 60. Expression of triumph
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ing to around 100 house-
holds of the village have 
been completely washed 
away by the flash flood.

Four important hang-
ing bridges developed to 
reach the village paddy 
fields and all the irrigation 
canals numbering around 
50 were also badly dam-
aged.

Apart from ravaging 
large area of paddy field, 
standing crops were in-
undated in mud and peb-
bles after the flood water 
from other side entered 
while trees and posts were 

uprooted rendering tre-
mendous hardship to the 
villagers.

We could have man-
aged if the incident hap-
pened in June or July, he 
added. But the situation 
is alarming as the incident 
happened in this time 
(August). Those villagers 
who lost their standing 
crops couldn’t go for re-
plantation.

According to sources 
available here, generally 
every household of the 
village used to get 50 to 200 
tins of paddy in an average 

in a season from their re-
spective paddy fields apart 
from other seasonal hor-
ticultural and live stocks 
products.

On August 26 last year, 
as many as 22 houses 
were destroyed in Se-
napati district following 
heavy rain accompanied 
by landslide. Four days 
after rainfall with similar 
intensity washed away al-
most all the paddy fields 
of two villages-Sorbung 
and Ngatan under Tadubi 
block forcing the villagers 
to face untold miseries.
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SBI contributes INR 2 
crore for flood-hit Kerala

India clocked 10.08 % growth under 
Manmohan Singh’s tenure, shows data 

Infosys CFO Ranganath resigns, search for successor soon 

Safecrop Holdings to buy Star Health & Allied Insurance

Easing inflation, global cues lift equity 
indices; weak INR limits gains

Samsung Galaxy Note 9: Beauty meets beast in premium segment 

INR to stabilise 
very soon — Official

Mumbai, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
The State Bank of India 
(SBI) has donated INR 2 
crore for the Kerala flood 
victims and initiated sev-
eral other ground-level 
measures in the deluged 
state, an official said on 
Saturday.

The SBI has encour-
aged all its 270,000 staff-
ers to contribute to the 
Chief Minister’s Distress 
Relief Fund (CMDRF), 
and the bank would con-
tribute an equivalent 
amount.

It also announced a 
waiver of fees and charg-
es on services like loans 
for flood relief, duplicate 
passbooks, ATM cards, 
cheque books and EMI 

delays, besides making 
attempts to restore the 
working of branches and 
ATMs in the flood affect-
ed regions of the state.

Besides, the SBI has 
decided to waive all 
charges on remittance 
to the CMDRF, penalty 
on non-maintenance of 
minimum account bal-
ance from proceeds of re-
lief fund provided by the 
government and agencies 
and if already recovered, 
such charges would be 
refunded for customers 
in the state.

The bank has extend-
ed Xpress Credit to exist-
ing customers with re-
laxed norms for a month, 
deployed cash at PoS 

(Point of Sale) to enable 
people avail INR 2,000 to 
meet daily cash require-
ments across the state.

Persons who have lost 
or displaced personal 
documents can open 
small accounts with only 
photos and signature 
or thumb impressions 
and all employees of SBI 
deployed to address re-
quirements of the cus-
tomers and ensure best 
possible service. 

At least 180 persons 
have lost their lives, 
thousands displaced or 
stranded as incessant 
rains pounded Kerala 
since the past 10 days, 
causing havoc in 12 dis-
tricts.

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (PTI): 
Indian economy clocked 
a 10.08 per cent growth 
rate in 2006-07 under the 
then Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, the highest 
since liberalisation of the 
economy in 1991, accord-
ing to an official data. 

The highest ever 
growth rate since Inde-
pendence was recorded 
at 10.2 per cent in 1988-89 
when Rajiv Gandhi was 
prime minister. 

The back series data 
on GDP has been pre-
pared by the Committee 
on Real Sector Statistics, 
constituted by the Na-
tional Statistical Commis-
sion. The report has been 
released on the website of 
the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Imple-
mentation (MOSPI).

The report compares 
growth rates between old 
series (2004-05) and new 
series based on 2011-12 
prices.  

As per the old series 
(2004-05), the expansion 
in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) at constant 
prices was 9.57 per cent 
during 2006-07, when 
Manmohan Singh was 
prime minister. As per the 
new series (2011-12), the 
growth number stands re-
vised at 10.08 per cent.

This is the highest 
growth rate recorded by 
the country after launch 
of the economic liber-
alisation programme 
launched by then Prime 
Minister P V Narasimha 
Rao.

“The GDP back se-
ries data is finally out. It 

proves that like-for-like, 
the economy under both 
UPA terms (10 year avg: 
8.1%) outperformed the 
Modi Govt (Avg 7.3%),” 
the Congress party said in 
a tweet. 

“The UPA also deliv-
ered the ONLY instance 
of double digit annual 
growth in modern Indian 
history,” it said.

The GDP numbers for 
the later years too have 
been revised upwards, ac-
cording to the report. 

The National Statistics 
Commission had set up 
the Committee to recom-
mend suitable measures 
to strengthen systems and 
processes for collection, 
collation and dissemina-
tion of these statistics with 
possibility for improving 
timeliness.

Bengaluru, Aug. 18 (IANS): Info-
sys Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 
M.D. Ranganath has resigned 
and will continue in the execu-
tive post till November 16, the IT 
major said on Saturday.

“The Board of Directors ac-
cepted the resignation of Ran-
ganath as the CFO and key 
managerial personnel. He will 
continue in the post till No-
vember 16. The Board will soon 
search for the next CFO,” said 
the city-based software firm in a 
statement here.

Claiming that he resigned to 
pursue professional opportu-
nities in new areas, Ranganath 
said he had an 18-year success-
ful career in the $10.9-billion 
global firm and as its CFO for the 
past three crucial years.

“I am grateful to the iconic 
firm for giving me an opportu-
nity to serve as CFO. I am also 
proud that during its critical 
phase, we delivered strong fi-
nancial outcomes, strengthened 
its competitive position and 
enhanced the value of its stake-
holders,” said Ranganath in the 
statement.

Ranganath, 55, is the third 
CFO to leave Infosys in the 
last six years after then CFO V. 
Balakrishnan was elevated to the 
Board as a Director and head of 

the company’s back office oper-
ations (Infosys BPO) in October 
2012.

Balakrishnan left Infosys 
subsequently in December 2013.

Rajiv Bansal, who succeeded 
Balakrishnan in November 2012, 
resigned from the high-profile 
executive post in October 2015 
amid a raging controversy over 
governance issues between the 
company’s co-founders and pre-
vious Board of Directors.

Infosys co-founder N.R. 
Narayana Murthy also objected 
to the hefty severance package 
given to Bansal, who was a par-
ty to the “costly” acquisition of 
the US-based Panaya software 
firm in February under the 
company’s first non-promoter 
Chief Executive Vishal Sikka, 
who too resigned on August 18, 
2017.

According to the company’s 
37th annual report, Ranganath’s 
annual compensation in fiscal 
2017-18 was Rs 7.98 crore, in-
cluding Rs 7.03 crore as salary, 
Rs 24 lakh as retrials and 71 lakh 
shares as stock options.

Ranganath, who owned 9,256 
shares at the beginning of fiscal 
2017-18, exercised 7,662 shares 
and held 16,918 cumulative 
shares at the end of last fiscal.

Commenting on the CFO’s 

contribution, co-founder and 
Board Chairman Nandan Nile-
kani said Ranganath had played 
a pivotal role in the company’s 
growth and success.

“During his 18-year long 
stint, I have seen Ranganath in 
leadership roles and delivering 
results with distinction. With 
him as CFO, the company had 
resilient financial performance, 
implemented capital allocation 
policy and earned respect of 
stakeholders for enhanced value 
creation,” said Nilekani.

Chief Executive Salil Parekh 
said that he worked with Ranga-
nath over the past few quarters 
in shaping the company’s strate-
gic direction.

“I admire Ranganath’s fi-
nancial acumen, understand-
ing of the company’s business 
and ability to deliver results. He 
played a crucial role and provid-
ed leadership. I am confident he 
will ensure a smooth transition,” 
added Parekh.

In a separate statement, 
Narayana Murthy said that Ran-
ganath had worked with him for 
over 15 years and found him to 
him to be one of the best CFOs 
in the country.

“Ranganath’s ability to take 
tough decisions in challeng-
ing situations, his financial ex-

pertise, strong value system, 
unfailing courtesy and flawless 
execution always distinguished 
him as an exemplary leader 
and a key asset for Infosys,” said 
Murthy.

Lauding Ranganath for rais-
ing investor confidence in the 
company during the last five 
years by managing costs and 
margins, Murthy said the out-
going CFO was a rare individual 
who understood all stakehold-
ers, including clients, delivery 
teams, employee aspirations, 
finance, investors, governance, 
law and the role of an ethical 
business.

“Ranganath is everything the 
idea of Infosys has always stood 
for. His departure is an irreplace-
able loss for the company at this 
critical juncture. I wish him the 
best in his future endeavours, 
Murthy said.

As part of the leadership 
team, Ranganath has played 
key roles in consulting, finance, 
strategy, risk management and 
M&A (mergers and acquisitions) 
and worked with the board and 
its committees in formulating 
and executing the firm’s strate-
gic priorities.

Ranganath was also the com-
pany’s chief risk officer from Jan-
uary 2008 to July 2013.

Chennai, Aug. 18 (IANS): The 
first stand-alone health insur-
ance company, Star Health & 
Allied Insurance Company Ltd, 
will change hands soon will all 
its existing shareholders exit-
ing in favour of Safecrop Hold-
ings Pvt Ltd, a consortium with 
WestBridge AIF, Rakesh Jhun-
jhunwala and Madison, the 
company said.

“The existing management 
is likely to continue for some 
more time. Whether the pur-
chase price to be paid up front 
or on milestone basis is not 
known,” a company official told 
IANS.

Star Health on its website 
on Friday announced that Sa-
fecrop Holdings, a consortium 
with WestBridge AIF, Rakesh 
Jhunjhunwala and Madison 
Capital, has signed definitive 
agreements with the sharehold-
ers of Star Health to purchase 
their shares.

The existing shareholders of 
Star Health include Star Health 
Investments Pvt. Ltd. and funds 
managed/or advised by ICICI 
Venture, Tata Capital and Apis 
Partners.

The transaction is subject to 
regulatory and certain other ap-
provals, the company said.

However, it was silent on the 
purchase price.

Declining to share any fi-
nancial and non-financial de-
tails V. Jagannathan, Chairman-
cum-Managing Director, Star 
Health told IANS: “I am very 
happy with the deal.”

The health insurer has about 
11,000 employees.

He said: “We have started 
from a humble beginning and 
have come to this level with an 
excellent team work. We feel 
new investors, with their abun-
dance experience and golden 
touch, will enable the company 
to scale further heights.

“We are really excited about 
Star Health, a dominant mar-
ket leader in the retail health 
insurance industry. We believe 
the retail health insurance in-
dustry will continue to grow at a 
healthy pace in the coming dec-
ade, driven by increasing pen-
etration,” said Sumir Chadha, 
Co-Founder & Managing Direc-
tor, WestBridge Capital. 

“This aligns well with West-
Bridge’s investing philosophy 
and long-time horizon. We are 
highly confident of Star’s busi-
ness model and believe that 
Star will continue to lead the re-
tail health insurance space.”

Mumbai, Aug. 18 (IANS): Easing 
inflation data along with braodly 
positive global cues lifted the key 
Indian equity indices during the 
week with the NSE Nifty50 ending 
at a record closing level on Friday.

India’s annual rate of inflation 
based on wholesale prices eased 
to 5.09 per cent in July from a high 
of 5.77 per cent in June, official 
data showed on Tuesday. The re-
tail inflation for July released on 
Monday stood at 4.17 per cent, 
down from 4.92 per cent in June.

However, a slump in the In-
dian rupee tracking weakness in 
its global peers and a wider trade 
deficit limited the gains on the eq-
uity indices.

On a weekly basis, the S&P BSE 
Sensex closed at 37,947.88 points, 
higher by 78.65 points or 0.21 per 
cent from its previous close.

Similarly, the wider Nifty50 
on the National Stock Exchange 
made gains. On Friday, it ended at 
a record closing high of 11,470.75 
points, higher by 41.25 points or 

0.36 per cent from the previous 
week’s close.

Market breadth was negative 
in three out of the four trading 
sessions of the week, analyst said.

Markets extended winning 
streak for the third consecutive 
week as the Index of Industrial 
Production and Consumer Price 

Index data gave boost to the mar-
ket, said Rahul Sharma, Senior 
Research Analyst at Equity99. 

According to Hem Securities’ 
Director, Prateek Jain, “Traders 
and investors saw modest losses 
due to Turkish concerns in the be-
ginning of the week. But, towards 
the fag end of the week, markets 
reflected recovery.”

On the currency front, the 
rupee settled at its lowest clos-
ing level of 70.16 on Thursday, 

weakened by 1.33 paise from its 
previous week’s close of 68.83 per 
greenback. 

The rupee on Thursday also 
touched an all time low of 70.39-
40 per dollar. Globally, currencies 
depreciated against the green-
back for most part of the week 
following a plunge in the Turkish 

“Lira”. Forex trade in India was 
shut on Friday on account of Parsi 
New Year.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that foreign 
institutional investors sold scrip 
worth Rs 2,028.47 crore, while the 
domestic institutional investors 
both stocks worth Rs 893.43 crore 
in the past week.

Figures from the National 
Securities Depository (NSDL) 

showed that foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) invested Rs 159.66 
crore, or $24.67 million, in the 
equities segment during August 
13-16.

Sector-wise, pharma, IT, 
FMCG and realty gained, while 
media, PSU, infrastructure, finan-
cial services and metals fell, said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail Re-
search at HDFC Securities.

The top weekly Sensex gain-
ers were Sun Pharma (up 9.22 per 
cent at Rs 623.30); ITC (up 3.94 per 
cent at Rs 313.75); Infosys (up 3.70 
per cent at Rs 1,431.35); Yes Bank 
(up 3.07 per cent at Rs 392.95); 
and Mahindra and Mahindra (up 
2.97 per cent at Rs 961 per share). 

The major losers were Vedan-
ta (down 6.72 per cent at Rs 215); 
Tata Motors (DVR) (down 5.06 
per cent at Rs 136); HDFC (down 
4.75 per cent at Rs 1,883.60); SBI 
(down 4.57 per cent at Rs 302.00); 
and Larsen and Toubro (down 
3.58 per cent at Rs 1,240.30 per 
share).

New Delhi, Aug. 18 
(IANS): What exactly do 
you want in your smart-
phone? Is it day-long per-
formance, fast charging, 
more data storage, speed 
and power, better immer-
sive experience, or all of 
these?

There are several 
smartphones out there 
that promise to give you 
most of these features -- 
or even all -- but a true 
premium experience can 
only happen with a true 
premium device.

The 6.4-inch Sam-
sung Galaxy Note 9 -- to 
be launched in India on 
August 22 -- has focused 
equally on performance 
as well as empowering 
users’ expressions.

In India, The 
6GB+128GB variant 
will cost Rs 67,900 and 
8GB+512GB model will 
come at Rs 84,900.

With Stylus Pen (the 
company calls it S Pen), 
Note 9 becomes a piece of 
art, where you can write, 
create, draw, colour, give 
a presentation at office, 

click selfies and what not.
Let us see what Note 

9 offers in the premi-
um space where Apple 
iPhone X, Huawei P20 Pro 
and Google Pixel devices 
are its main rivals.

We tested the Ocean 
Blue variant with yellow 
S Pen (6GB+128GB vari-
ant). 

Galaxy Note 9’s Quad 
HD+ Super AMOLED In-
finity Display is the se-
ries’ largest so far that of-
fers more room for work, 
play and everything in 
between -- maintaining 
Samsung’s design legacy.

Note 9 offers a sleek 
and square form factor 
and comes with enhance-
ments that enable users 
to multitask as well as en-
joy immersive multime-
dia experiences.

To amplify immer-
sion, Samsung has 
rounded the corners of 
the display to a bare min-
imum, refining the Gal-
axy Note 9’s barely-there 
bezels to conceal its iris 
sensor.

The screen is deeper 

black, which allows it to 
blend in with the bezels 
when the device is off, 
thus enhancing the over-
all aesthetic.

The frame is sleek and 
slim and features inter-
play of glossy and matte 
finishes.

Other enhancements 
include the redesigned 
camera which now 
matches the colour of the 
device and the reposi-
tioned fingerprint sensor, 
which is now housed be-
neath the camera.

In our tests, Galaxy 
Note9 performed well on 
screen reflectance, col-
our accuracy, brightness, 
native colour gamut, 
contrast ratio and screen 
resolution -- much better 
than what iPhone X, Hua-
wei P20 Pro or Google 
Pixel would offer.

Galaxy Note 9 houses 
a 4,000mAh battery -- the 
largest ever on a flagship 
Galaxy phone. With fast-
charging technology, the 
device had full juice in a 
little bit over an hour (You 
charge it in the morning 

and it will stay put till late 
night on regular usage).

Galaxy Note 9 hous-
es a cutting-edge 10nm 
processor and support 
for the fastest network 
speeds available in the 
market (up to 1.2 gigab-

its per second) to stream 
and download without 
slowing down.

Be it with watch-
ing videos on YouTube 
or streaming Netflix se-
ries, the phone offered 
a smooth experience 
throughout.

The on-device Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI)-
based performance ad-
justing algorithm helped 
deliver the powerful yet 
stable performance.

This time, the S Pen is 
more than a tool but rath-
er a device in its own right 
-- complete with Blue-
tooth Low Energy (BLE) 
connectivity and its own 

independent functions.
Also included in the 

Galaxy Note 9’s collection 
of compatible accesso-
ries is a Wireless Charger 
Duo.

The fast-charging 
two-in-one allows a user 

to quickly charge the 
phone alongside another 
Qi-compatible (for wire-
less charging) phone or a 
smart watch.

The device that runs 
OS Android 8.1 (Oreo) 
has the latest Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 845 system-
on-chip (SoC) for the US 
customers and Samsung’s 
very own “Exynos 9 Series 
9810” chips for the Indian 
customers.

Let us talk about the 
camera.

The device sports 
dual camera system 
(12MP+12MP) with dual 
optical image stabilisa-
tion (OIS) at the rear -- 

with 2 times more power-
ful optical zoom and up 
to 10 times powerful dig-
ital zoom -- and an 8MP 
front shooter.

The “Scene Opti-
miser” technology uses 
intelligence to identify 
elements of a photo, such 
as scene and subject, to 
automatically classify it 
into one of 20 categories 
and instantly optimise it 
based on the category.

The result was a life-
like image with bold col-
ours and dynamic defini-
tion.

With “Flaw Detection” 
feature, Note 9 lets us-
ers know if there’s some-
thing wrong so that they 
can take another picture 
without losing the mo-
ment.

An immediate notifi-
cation appears if the im-
age is blurry, the subject 
blinked, smudge on the 
lens or there is backlight 
impacting the quality of 
the image.

Galaxy Note 9’s cam-
era delivered crystal-clear 
shots in almost all light 

Kolkata, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
The Indian rupee, which 
has been depreciating 
against the dollar on ac-
count of external fac-
tors, will “stabilise” soon 
with the fundamental 
equation for trade un-
changed, an official said 
here on Saturday.

“This breaching of 70 
(mark) was on account 
of external factors large-
ly on what happened in 
Turkey. 

Our fundamental 
equation for the trade 
has not been changed. 
Oil prices have not gone 
up.

“The demand-sup-
ply situation for dollars 
in the Indian economy 
has not got altered... 
our perception is that 
very soon it (INR) will 
stabilise and it might go 

back to Rs 68-69,” Un-
ion Finance Ministry’s 
Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary 
Subhas Chandra Garg 
said here. 

On Thursday, the ru-
pee had touched an all 
time low of 70.39-40 in 
the spot market and set-
tled at a record closing 
low of 70.16 against the 
greenback.

Speaking on capi-
tal outflow, Garg said: 
“There was an outflow 
of $9 billion in terms of 
portfolio investments in 
the first three months of 
the current fiscal and last 
year, we had a inflow of 
$20 billion. 

But in July, there was 
no outflow. In August, 
there is positive inflow of 
about $1.5 billion.”

“It makes it clear 

that the episode arising 
out of Turkey essentially 
does not alter FPIs’ (For-
eign Portfolio Investors) 
perception about the 
investability of India. 
I do not think that will 
change,” he said on the 
sidelines of a Merchants’ 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry’s event.

Garg also said that 
public sector banks, 
which are under Prompt 
Corrective Actions (PCA) 
imposed by the Reserve 
Bank of India, would do 
better going forward and 
there would be lesser re-
quirement for provision-
ing of bad loans. 

“Profitability of these 
banks will be coming 
back. They are expected 
to come out of PCA in 
the next 1-2 years,” he 
added.

BUSINESS

AFFIDAVIT
DECLARATION

I, Mr. Atovi Awomi, aged about 41 years, son of Late 
Khenikhu Awomi, resident of New Showuba Village, 
Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
as follows: 

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India belonging to 
Sumi Tribe of Nagaland. 

2. That I had inadvertently mentioned my name as Mr. 
Atovi, Mr. Atovi Sema and Mr. Atovi Awomi in my 
different official documents. 

3. That henceforth, I shall use Mr. Atovi Awomi as my 
official name for all records and correspondences. 

That, the statements made by me herein above are true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge, and nothing is 
concealed therein. 

PUNGBACUNG MERU 
NOTARY PUBLICD-5878

Reg No.373/18    Date: 18.08.2018 

conditions.
What doesn’t work?
Face recognition sys-

tem to unlock the device 
falters at times, especially 
in low-light conditions.

Conclusion: If you 
have been using a Note 
device, this is a real up-
grade. If you are on oth-
er premium-segment 

smartphones, Note 9 is 
definitely worth trying. 

If you opt to buy Gal-
axy Note 9 with 512GB 
internal storage option, 
insert a microSD card 
and you will have mas-
sive 1TB storage at your 
disposal -- no need to buy 
any Cloud storage as with 
iPhones.Tech Review

Market Review
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Marvelous Maker
BIBLE READ:  PSALM 104:24–34 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you 
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

~  Psalm 104:24

As an amateur photographer, I enjoy capturing glimpses of God’s creativity with my 
camera. I see His fingerprints on each delicate flower petal, each vibrant sunrise and 
sunset, and each cloud-painted and star-speckled sky canvas.

My camera’s powerful zoom option allows me to take photos of the Lord’s crea-
tures too. I’ve snapped shots of a chattering squirrel in a cherry blossom tree, a colorful butterfly 
flitting from bloom to bloom, and sea turtles sunning on a rocky, black beach. Each one-of-a-kind 
image prompted me to worship my marvelous Maker.

I’m not the first of God’s people to praise Him while admiring His unique creations. The 
writer of Psalm 104 sings of the Lord’s many works of art in nature (v. 24). He regards “the sea, 
vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number” (v. 25) and rejoices in God for provid-
ing constant and complete care for His masterpieces (vv. 27–31). Considering the majesty of the 
God-given life around him, the psalmist bursts with worshipful gratitude: “I will sing to the Lord 
all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live” (v. 33).

While reflecting on the Lord’s magnificent and immense creation, we can look closely at His 
intentional creativity and attention to detail. And like the psalmist, we can sing to our Creator 
with thankful praise for how powerful, majestic, and loving He is and always will be. Hallelujah!

God’s works are marvelous, and so is He.

Twelve Ways to Live Well and Spend Less

Nanomedicine Could Revolutionise the Way We Treat TB. Here’s How

Brain Tumours May Occur in Children 
with Common Genetic Syndrome

The Evolution of Fitness Over the Years

Y
ou don’t have to spend more mon-
ey or time to get more out of life. 
In fact, the good life isn’t about the 
state of your bank account or calen-

dar; it’s about the state of your soul.
The best things in life really are free, and 

spending less money on what you do have 
to buy can enrich your life in priceless ways. 
Pursuing the activities that matter most 
doesn’t have to overbook your schedule; 
you can enjoy them without stress.

Here’s how you can live well  
while spending less:
Define the good life accurately. Even 
though American culture tells you that 
the good life is about what you have, God 
says that it’s really about who you are. If 
you’re often consumed by a longing for 
something more (such as wealth, posses-
sion, power, or status), you won’t be able 
to enjoy the peace that’s a part of the real 
good life. Don’t define the value of your life 
by what you have (or what you wish you 
had); instead, define it by who you are as a 
person. Ask the Holy Spirit to change your 
desires so you’ll want what God offers you 
– a life that’s rich in faith, creativity, and 
relationships – more than anything lesser 

that the world offers you.
Choose to be content. You have the power 
to decide to be content, no matter what cir-
cumstances you face right now. Resist the 
cultural messages you encounter that say 
you still don’t have whatever it is you need 
to be fulfilled. Pray for the wisdom you need 
to identify what truly matters most in life in 
light of eternity, and then base your priori-
ties on those values. Stop comparing what 
you have now to what other people have. 
Avoid whatever fuels discontented feelings 
in you (such as by unsubscribing from cata-
logs and staying away from your local mall). 
Thank God often for the blessings he gives 
you; then you’ll notice more of them, and 
contentment will grow in your life.
Find your sweet spot. That’s the place 
where your passions and abilities intersect. 
Think about what you love to do most of all, 
as well as what you’re best at doing. Once 
you’ve identified those, ask God to guide 
you to specific opportunities to serve oth-
ers from your sweet spot. Make the most of 
where you are right now, learning, growing, 
and developing toward your full potential. 
Expect to make mistakes, and after you do, 
learn from them. Keep in mind that you 
can do all things through Jesus Christ, who 
strengthens you. Rely on Him to empower 
you every day.

Write down your goals. The process of writ-
ing down specific goals that will help you 
accomplish God’s purposes for your life 
makes those goals more concrete, which 
makes it more likely that you’ll act on them. 
State your objectives clearly, set specific due 
dates by which you plan to complete your 
goals, break down large goals into smaller 
ones, monitor and measure your progress, 
find a person or group to hold you account-
able, and celebrate each success along the 
way.
Manage your time wisely. Everyone gets 
the same 24 hours in a day to use. Start each 
day by giving your time to God, asking the 
Holy Spirit to show you what matters most, 
and then focusing your time first on what’s 
important so you’re not consumed by what 
seems urgent yet is actually distracting. 
Eliminate time-wasting activities and es-
tablish habits that will help you go through 
your necessary daily routines as efficiently 
as possible.
Decrease your stuff to increase your joy. 
Clearing clutter out of your home will re-
duce your family’s stress level, which will 
help you experience more joy in your lives. 
Go through every area of your home to 
evaluate the stuff that’s there. As you sort 
through things, ask yourself: “Do we cur-
rently use it, wear it, or play with it?” “If it’s 

clothing, does it still fit?” “Is it in good work-
ing condition?” “Does it enrich our lives 
in some way?” “Does it have sentimental 
value?” and “Could someone else use it 
more?” Get items out of your house as soon 
as you’ve determined that they need to go. 
Put them in your car immediately and do-
nate or sell them as soon as possible. Going 
forward, stop buying any new stuff unless 
you absolutely need something.
Realize that you need to spend less money 
than you think you do. Pray for the self-
control you need to stop overspending and 
resist impulse purchases. Do your best to 
honor God by wisely using the money that 
he has entrusted to you.
Learn to live within your means. Since sav-
ing is ultimately a state of mind, ask the 
Holy Spirit to give you peace with what you 
have right now and take away your desire to 
chase after more. Establish, and stick to, a 
realistic budget. Save money on necessary 
expenses like utility bills however you can. 
Save three to six months’ worth of income 
in an emergency fund, and save for college 
and retirement costs as well.
Cut down your grocery bill. You can save 
the most on groceries by simply shop-
ping the sales when they occur at stores 
in your area. Keep track of the best prices 
for items you normally buy, and stockpile 

those items whenever they go on sale. Buy 
less meat, since meat is expensive, and buy 
produce in season or frozen. Use coupons 
if you like, but only during sales for items 
you’d planned to buy anyway.
Organize and clean your home to create a 
better environment for your family. You all 
can enjoy your home and be most produc-
tive there when it’s clean and free of clutter. 
So establish a regular housework system for 
every area of your home in which each fam-
ily member pitches in somehow to work 
together.
Pursue the best things in life – those that 
are free. Instead of trying to purchase joy, 
create it for free by incorporating friend-
ship, hospitality, and creativity into your re-
lationships with family and friends.
Share your blessings with others. The more 
you move away from selfish greed and to-
ward generous giving, the more fulfilled 
you’ll become, because God’s love will be 
working through your life. Identify specific 
areas of your life where you could stand to 
be more generous with your time, talents, 
and money. Ask God to help you grow more 
generous in those areas by giving to others 
in specific ways.
Ruth Soukup is a writer and the founder of 

www.livingwellspendingless.com.

T
uberculosis is one of the 
world’s deadliest infectious 
disease. Worldwide, there 
are still about 10.4 million 

cases of TB and 1.7 million deaths 
every year.

One of the reasons it’s been hard 
to bring the disease under control 
is that the drugs used to treat it re-
quire a gruelling regimen and can 
be toxic. This means people very 
often don’t finish the course.

TB treatment lasts for six 
months and uses a combination 
of four antimicrobial drugs taken 
in large, daily amounts. The rea-
son for the large daily dose is that 
these drugs are poorly absorbed; 
even when a drug gets to the in-
fected site, only a portion of it will 
enter the affected tissue and fight 
the bacteria. They are also quickly 
eliminated from sites of infection 
by metabolic body functions.

These medicines also exhibit 
considerable toxicity such as liver 
damage, painful tingling in the 
hands and feet as well as joint pain. 

That’s because they don’t just target 
the infected areas of the body.

In some instances, the medi-
cines are only available as injecta-
bles into the muscle, which is a 
painful procedure – and require 
daily clinic or prolonged hospital 
stays.

All of this leads to poor adher-
ence to treatment among TB pa-
tients – and, ultimately, contributes 
to the generation and transmission 
of drug resistant TB strains. These 
are even harder to treat, with treat-
ment lasting up to two years.

But there may be hope for TB 
treatment, in the form of nano-
medicine. Tests are already be-
ing done on animals. And we are 
just two of many researchers from 
around the globe doing research 
at the nexus of nanomedicine and 
TB at the University of the Western 
Cape.

How nanomedicine works
Nanomedicine is the use of nanote-
chnology to either diagnose or treat 

a disease. Nanotechnology, simply 
put, is the creation of structures 
which are in the nanometer size 
range. One nanometer is equiva-
lent to the diameter of a strand of 
human hair that has been divided 
ten thousand times. Human DNA 
is about 2.5 nanometers in diam-
eter. Advances in science now ena-
ble scientists to engineer these tiny 
structures and load them with TB 
drugs to deliver them to infected 
sites in the human body.

Nanoparticles can be loaded 
with a variety of types of drugs such 
as proteins, DNA or even extracts 
from plants. Multiple drugs can be 
loaded in a single nanoparticle or a 
mixture of nanoparticles, each con-
taining a single type of drug, can be 
administered. Nanomedicines can 

be administered into the human 
body through swallowing, inhaling, 
injections or via the skin.

Nanomedicines are already be-
ing used by patients for the treat-
ment of cancer; examples include 
Doxil® and Abraxane®. Another 
nanomedicine, Diprivan®, is used 
as an anaesthetic.

Researchers believe that nano-
medicine could help TB patients 
enormously. They would need to 
take less medication for a shorter 
duration, with fewer side effects. 
And, hopefully, the drugs will be 
cheaper. There are already animal 
trials underway to test these hy-
potheses.

Our ongoing research focuses 
on the application of nanoparticles 
to target cells of the immune sys-
tem known as macrophages. These 
are a major harbour for the bacteria 
that causes TB; Mycobacterium tu-
berculosis.

Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
is able to multiply within the mac-
rophages and escape elimination 
by the body’s immune system. Na-
noparticles can be used to deliver 
immune-modulating signals to 

macrophages to turn these harbour 
sites into hostile environments for 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

This form of immunotherapy 
holds great promise: it could pre-
vent the generation of drug resist-
ant TB strains, since the body’s own 
immune system is used to kill the 
bacteria.

Targeting TB
The reason that nanoparticles hold 
such hope for TB treatment is that 
they can be carefully targeted. 
That’s because nanoparticles are 
able to make the drugs more avail-
able at the sites of infection by pro-
tecting them from breakdown prior 
to reaching the site. And there’s a 
greater uptake of the nanoparticles 
into infected sites.

Nanoparticles can also be local-
ised to only the sites of infection. 
This can be achieved in two ways. 
First, scientists can attach chemi-
cals to the nanoparticles’ surfaces 
which serve as “homing devices” 
and target them to desired sites. 
Second, nanomedicines can be 
inhaled so they’re localised in the 
lungs – the centre of TB infection.

The TB drugs, then, would only 
act at the necessary sites. Less med-
icine would be needed and toxic 
side effects would be reduced.

In addition, nanoparticles can 
control the rate at which the drug 
is released, extending the duration 
of the drug within the sites of infec-
tion. This would have significant 
implications for TB patients who 
have to take numerous drugs daily 
for long periods of time. Under 
these circumstances, more patients 
are likely to complete their courses, 
reducing the occurrence of drug re-
sistance.

It’s hoped that these TB-specific 
nanomedicines will make it to hu-
man trials over the next few years, 
prove to be safe and effective – and 
start doing the important work of 
tackling this debilitating disease.

Sarah D'Souza is a postdoctoral 
fellow in the Tuberculosis 

Nanomedicine Research Group at 
the University of the Western Cape.

Admire Dube is an associate 
professor of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences in University of the 

Western Cape.

P
arents, please take 
note. The frequency 
of brain tumours has 
been underestimated 

in children with the common 
genetic syndrome -- neurofi-
bromatosis type 1 (NF1), a new 
study has found.

According to the research-
ers, this disorder is character-
ised by birthmarks on the skin 
and benign nerve tumours 
that develop in or on the skin. 
Brain tumours are also known 
to occur in children and adults 
with NF1.

They estimated that only 
15-20 per cent of kids with 
NF1 develop brain tumours. 
But the study, published in 
the journal Neurology: Clini-
cal Practice, found that the 
frequency of brain tumours in 
this population was more than 
three times higher.

"I'm not delivering the 
message anymore that brain 
tumours are rare in NF1. This 
study has changed how I de-
cide which children need more 
surveillance and when to let 
the neuro-oncologists know 
that we may have a problem," 
said senior author David H. 
Gutmann from the Washing-
ton University School of Medi-
cine.

Brain Magnetic Resonance 

Imaging (MRI) scans of chil-
dren with NF1 characteristi-
cally show bright spots that are 
absent in the scans of unaffect-
ed children. Unlike tumours, 
they are generally thought to 
disappear in teenage years, the 
researchers said.

Since brain tumours can be 
confused with harmless bright 
spots, it has never been clear 
whether finding these abnor-
malities via MRI should be a 
cause for concern, they added.

For the study, the team de-
veloped a set of criteria to dis-
tinguish tumours from other 
bright spots. The researchers 
then analysed scans from 68 
NF1 patients and 46 children 
without NF1 for comparison.

All but four (94 per cent) 
of the children with NF1 had 
bright spots, and none of the 
children without NF1 did. Fur-
ther, in 57 per cent of the chil-
dren with bright spots, at least 
one of the spots was deemed 
likely to be a tumour, the re-
search team found.

Applying the new criteria to 
MRI scans will help physicians 
identify probable tumours, 
but that does not mean that 
all children with NF1 should 
be scanned regularly, the re-
searchers cautioned.

Source: IANS

W
e have grown up listening 
to the adage "Survival of 
the Fittest" -- in the con-
text of competitive sports, 

academics and even business. How-
ever, not too long ago, being fit literally 
increased our chances of survival.

A lot has changed since our hunt-
ing and foraging days though. From 
fitness being a part of our daily rou-
tine in the form of walking, cycling 
or intense physical labour during the 
pre-digital era, to becoming a fer-
vently adopted lifestyle choice, the 
evolution of fitness and its signifi-
cance in our lives has changed dra-
matically, to say the least.

Fitness has, over the centuries, 
travelled quite far from people relying 
on natural movement like walking or 
jogging, doing household chores, or 
following a fitness regime at the local 
"akhadas", to modern physical ex-
ercises that include circuit training, 
modified yoga programmes, Pilates, 
parkour workouts among other inno-
vations that have taken place in the 
industry.

Of course, the need to lead 
healthier lives has been more pro-
nounced in recent years because of 
the rise of lifestyle diseases such as 
obesity and diabetes, among others. 
Naturally, these changes have also 
provided much-needed fillip to the 
fitness industry in India which has 
been largely unorganised and frag-

mented thus far. With more people 
focused on leading healthier lives, 
looking good and feeling good in to-
day's sedentary, digitally-connected 
world, the onus lies on the fitness in-
dustry to keep pace with timely inno-
vation that can deliver better fitness 
experiences to the end user. 

Technology is bringing the "A 
Game" for fitness in India, with 
Awareness, Accessibility and Afford-
ability
Awareness: We live in an informa-
tion-fuelled world and, as a result, 
the end user is empowered with am-
ple health-related information like 
never before. With the power of infor-
mation in the hands of the customer, 

fitness initiatives such as marathons 
and yoga camps have taken centre-
stage, providing much-needed im-
petus to the rising fitness wave in the 
nation. Add to this the catalytic role 
that new age fitness start-ups have 
played, and it is now possible for in-
dividuals to make more informed 
choices that suit one's lifestyle and 
health needs, making fitness an in-
cumbent choice than ever.
Accessibility: While the fitness in-
dustry remains largely fragmented, 
technology has played a critical role 
in creating a shift in organising the 
industry over the last few years. Be 
it making it easier to discover fitness 
centres near you with suitable fitness 

choices or providing customised 
fitness solutions, there are mobile 
based apps that make the discovery 
process easier, organised, and far 
more intuitive.
Affordability: Technology has not 
only made the consumer more in-
formed and empowered but has also 
made fitness solutions more afforda-
ble than ever before. It is now possible 
to subscribe to fitness plans that suit 
one's budget and needs while sav-
ing travel time and prohibitive gym 
membership costs, which were ear-
lier only affordable for a few. Fitness 
aggregation platforms have driven 
down costs for gym memberships by 
providing a plethora of choices from 
personal trainers to special fitness 
classes, ensuring a steady supply of 
members for fitness centres and an 
endless stream of choices for the dis-
cerning end user, creating a win-win 
situation for all involved.

Further growth in the segment is 
expected at a CAGR of 9.3 per cent 
between 2018 and 2022, taking the 
total market value to a whopping 
$1,296 million in 2022. Through joint 
efforts of the government and pri-
vate players in the fitness industry, I 
am confident, that the future of fit-
ness will observe attaining a holistic 
sense of well-being in our country 
and awareness on the practical ways 
to keep the lifestyle ailments at bay.

Amaresh Ojha is Founder & CEO, 
Gympik. The views expressed are 

personal
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Aries, you’ll 
probably find that you have a ton of energy 
to put into all kinds of activities. Finish any 
work that still needs completion, consider 

doing some cleaning and organizing, or see about 
getting out for a little warm weather fun. Whatever 
you choose, make sure it’s active. You’ll need a place 
for all that energy to go and quiet activities won’t cut 
it today.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is an excel-
lent day to express your natural creativity, 
Taurus. The arts will more than likely be very 
important to you. You may find that nothing 

brings you more pleasure on days like this. Consider 
putting this to good use by painting, sculpting, or do-
ing crafts. You’ll find the perfect thing for you is engag-
ing in art activities with a focus on giving.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you feel tired, 
Gemini, you may need to close your eyes and 
listen to soothing music. You work hard most 
of the time, so do your body and mind some 

good and just relax and listen to your favorite music. 
Even a few minutes will make a difference. You can al-
ways use the quiet time to plan if you feel you need to 
accomplish something.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today could 
bring some strong feelings, Cancer. This 
may not be new, as you generally have a ten-
dency to feel things deeply. Finding a way to 

express this could sometimes be tough for you. While 
you’re creative, it isn’t always easy to find the right ac-
tivity to get you going. Visit a bookstore and look for 
some appealing craft or art books. They may spark 
ideas for expressing yourself.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Leo, consider that ar-
tistic expression can happen in many ways. It 
isn’t always about drawing a picture, singing 
a song, playing music, or acting. The way you 

arrange your home or workspace is an artistic expres-
sion, as are how you dress and do your hair. Each thing 
you do is an expression of your style. You are uniquely 
artistic. Enjoy this gift today.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may find that 
today brings great physical strength and en-
ergy, Virgo. You may want to do some really 
challenging, physical work. This is the day for 

it, so why not go to it? Do some yard work or clean out 
closets, cupboards, drawers, and filing cabinets. Con-
sider donating items that you don’t use anymore or 
plan a garage sale to make a couple bucks.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Get into doing 
things today, Libra. Activities that require fo-
cus or creativity are supported. Your physical 
strength and energy will compel you to do 

something active. If you’ve been feeling tired or under the 
weather, this can put an end to it. Consider artistic proj-
ects that take strength, such as building something out of 
wood or carving. Make something special for someone.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your active 
side may really show today, Scorpio. While 
you can be extremely focused on “think-
ing” work, you can also love keeping active 

and enjoy physical work. When you have a project like 
cleaning your home, you can be quick when you put 
your mind to it. This is a good day to get a lot accom-
plished. You’ll probably enjoy it very much and bask in 
the satisfaction afterwards.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): If you’ve 
been feeling tired or sick lately, this will prob-
ably turn around for you today, Sagittarius. 
Bouts of moodiness can be a real drain. Your 

emotional state has a pronounced effect on the way 
your body feels. Be sure to take care of your feelings 
as well as your body. If there are things that need to be 
worked out, do that now. The two really do go together.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’ll prob-
ably be busy today, Capricorn, and this may 
suit you just fine. This can really work in fa-
vor if you have some tasks to catch up on. 

Being energetic, active, and productive is natural for 
you. In fact, when you have to sit too long you probably 
feel restless or anxious. You may fidget, too. If you find 
yourself doing this, go find something active to do.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today, Aquar-
ius, your ability to stand up for your deci-
sions and not let others sway you may be 
enhanced. This will be especially strong if 

you’ve solved a problem. You may find that others of-
ten try to change your decisions, but not today. Things 
are working in your favor and you’ll feel new strength 
as a result. Follow your heart.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel a 
need to get moving today, Pisces. Almost 
everyone at times prefers quiet activities, 
books, art, and even just sitting around to 

physical activity. But your health can suffer if you’re 
too inactive. Fresh air, exercise, and sunshine are vital 
to your well-being. Don’t resist the urge to get up and 
do something active. Chances are good that you’ll re-
ally enjoy it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Concerns and probable solutionsSubhojit Dey | thewire.in

Will Ayushman Bharat Lead to Universal Health Coverage for India?
The Ayushman Bharat scheme provides support to the most deprived portion of India’s population  

and engages private insurance players, positive steps that must be welcomed.

Vital Facts of Naga Club, Its Building and Plot

I
n his speech on the 72nd Independence 
Day this year, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi remarked that India’s economy, 
once a sleeping elephant is now run-

ning. The same cannot, however be said 
about the healthcare system of India. This el-
ephant is malnourished, weak, diseased and 
lumbering at a pace which is costing India 
more than 6% GDP every year to prevent-
able diseases and premature deaths. It also 
pushes an astounding 66 lakh households 
and 55 crore people into poverty each year. 
Therefore, the declaration by Modi about 
the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Aro-
gya Abhiyaan, also known as the Ayushman 
Bharat – National Health Protection Mission 
(ABNHPM), on September 25 in the pre-
election year, underlines the importance of 
improving healthcare if India wishes to con-
tinue growing economically. But then the 
question is if ABNHPM is the tool to goad 
the healthcare elephant of India into a brisk 
walk (at least)?

ABNHPM is the world’s largest govern-
ment funded healthcare scheme in terms 
of coverage. More than 10 crore households 
and 50 crore people will be included in this 
scheme for Rs 5 lakh per year insurance that 
will be provided for secondary and tertiary 
healthcare. IT-enabled, free and cashless 
in-patient healthcare will be provided to the 
people enrolled in ABNHPM. It is expected 
to increase health insurance coverage in In-
dia from the current 34% (43.7 crore people) 
to 50% (60.2 crore people) as per IRDAI and 
CRISIL. ABNHPM is also expected to create 
an additional 200,000 jobs along with in-
crease in the number of public hospitals in 
Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities, and improve public 
health services.

As per the National Health Agency 
(NHA), the apex body for implementation 
of ABNHPM, no enrolment or payment of 
premium is necessary for households to be 
a part of it. Households have already been 
chosen as per the Socio-Economic Caste 
Census (SECC), 2011 database. The scheme 
will be merged with existing similar state 
schemes with a 60:40 contribution by Centre 
and states respectively. 28 states and union 
territories are already a part of ABNHPM. 
With the soft launch on Independence 
Day, limited pilots have already begun in 
around 80 districts across 11 states of India 
(states where phase 1 of ABNHPM will be 
launched). Around 100 hospitals, mostly 
public, have begun offering ABNHPM serv-
ices.

While the NHA has made a lot of ef-
forts to think this through, a number of is-
sues have cropped up for which ABNHPM 
is facing criticism. A list of issues along with 
probable solutions has been provided in Ta-
ble 1 below. One of the main issues is that of 
budget allocation. While initially, Rs 10,000 
crore was expected to be allocated to AB-

NHPM, as per NHA, there are no caps on 
funding and the allocation can be increased 
to as high as Rs 20,000-30,000 crores.

However, some public health experts feel 
that the actual funds needed for ABNHPM 
might be as high as Rs 2.5-3 lakh crores. An-
other issue is that of package rates for vari-
ous procedures and interventions. ABNHPM 
package rates are deemed to be too low by 
many private hospitals including the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA). As per NHA, the 
package rates have been determined from 
national level data and it might have been 
a rush job. But like many other issues with 
ABNHPM, the NHA seems to be flexible and 
realises that this will be an evolving program 
where the government will have to work 
closely with private sector. It will also be use-

ful to remember here that most of the health 
expenditure in India is not due to in-patient 
care but out-patient care and medicines. 
So, while ABNHPM might cover a person’s 
healthcare expenditure in hospital, once the 
person requires OPD services or medicines, 
the person will have to spend out of pocket 
for which ABNHPM no protection.

Another criticism is that of ABNHPM be-
ing launched without adequate preparation, 
which will give rise to more than a fair share 
of teething problems. With government in 
haste in the pre-election year, inadequate 
preparation can be anticipated. However, 
as long as the government remains respon-
sive to quickly rectify shortcomings after the 
launch of ABNHPM (like it has done to an 
extent with GST) things might still work. And 

to top all the issues, there is of course the per-
petual issues of lack of quantity and quality 
of healthcare in government hospitals where 
ABNHPM will be first launched. Hence a lot 
of public health experts’ questions – where 
are the doctors and where are the hospital 
beds? When studying all these concerns, the 
main question that arises though is: are any 
of these issues big enough or serious enough 
that ABNHPM may not work at all? The an-
swer to that might depend on how fast and 
how well the government evolves ABNHPM 
with changing and emerging needs of the 
Indians most in need of financial protection 
for healthcare.

Looking beyond the issues and concerns, 
however, there are a lot of positives that need 
to be emphasised with respect to ABNHPM. 

It is the world’s largest and most ambitious 
healthcare protection program and is the 
harbinger of change in India’s health system. 
The elephant of healthcare might be weak 
now, but it sure has taken the first step to-
wards becoming stronger and enabled. Pov-
erty due to healthcare was the sorest point in 
India’s health system and in trying to tackle 
this, the most deprived portion of India’s 
population has obtained crucial support. 
Most health experts realise that the road to 
India’s Universal Health Coverage (UHC) will 
not be straightforward or easy.

Nevertheless, taking the first step was 
most important and ABNHPM might be 
that. In most UHC discussions so far in In-
dia, quite ironically, the private sector was 
either overlooked or seen as something that 
needed to be just regulated. Private sector 
accounts for more than 70% of healthcare 
services in India and as such, the govern-
ment will fare much better in making the 
private sector a salient ally in its walk to-
wards UHC. In this, ABNHPM takes a step 
towards involving the private sector towards 
achieving its healthcare goals – be it for cre-
ating the IT backbone for ABNHPM or for 
providing insurance services and healthcare 
services. NITI Aayog must be commended 
for promoting public-private partnerships 
in healthcare and for steering ABNHPM in 
this direction.

Achieving UHC and reaching Sustain-
able Development Goals must not be just 
the government’s responsibility. Private in-
dustry and sector must take active steps, 
and must be zealously engaged and encour-
aged in working alongside the government 
in achieving the goals.

While paving the path to UHC, we can 
look at other countries that have achieved 
it already and pick up their best parts. Given 
the fact that government may not able to im-
prove the public healthcare system rapidly, 
we can create a system where most of the 
healthcare is provided by the private health 
system and funded by the government. Price 
and fee regulation, transparency, Aadhaar 
linkage, paperless and cashless transaction 
will be essential features of such a system.

Most dialogues on UHC also overlook 
AYUSH medical systems. These systems 
must be strengthened an included in a plan 
for UHC. Last but not the least, strengthen-
ing of primary healthcare system is neces-
sary. While both the government and pri-
vate sector concentrate on secondary and 
tertiary levels of healthcare, it is necessary 
to remember that effective primary health 
is the principal component of any success-
ful and affordable healthcare system. With-
out a good and low-cost primary healthcare, 
pouring money into hospitalisation of peo-
ple at secondary and tertiary levels will be a 
lost cause. And that is where the legs of our 
healthcare elephant are most weak.

Subhojit Dey is Executive Director  
at Disha Foundation.

N
aga Club was not formed 
in the style and meaning 
of European Club, but was 
formed as an organization 

for the interest of the Naga People. 
Mr. A. Kevichusa, one of the pioneers 
of the club, recorded, and I quote “It 
was for the general interest of Naga 
People that the first Naga Club was 
established by stalwarts like Hisaslie, 
Krusiehu, Dr Khosa and others, and 
the same aim should be maintained.  
The building was not constructed 
for any particular person. It was con-
structed in 1946. It does not belong 
to the Angamis in particular. Neither 
does it belong exclusively to the Ko-
hima people nor to the Christians 
but belongs to the Naga people as a 
whole.” unquote.

Naga Club, as we know, had been 
taken care of by the successive Depu-

ty Commissioners as caretakers w.e.f 
1918 to 1947, and thereafter, by some 
public leaders w.e.f 1948 to 1966. 
Mr. Kyomo Lotha Ex MP was the 
last General Secretary and caretaker 
of the erstwhile Office Bearers. Ever 
since, the Club remained dormant 
from 1967 to 1981. Realizing the need 
to revive the Club, the Naga Elders 
Conference convened a Naga Public 
Meeting on 7th January 1982 at the 
Panchayat Hall of the Kohima Village 
and there 6(six) Office Bearers of the 
Naga Club were elected headed by 
Mr Azuto Rengma as President. Their 
tenure cleared the prevalent contro-
versy over the Naga Club Building. 
However, with no guidelines or con-
stitution of the Club, the members 
in a meeting declared that the office 
bearers will shoulder the affairs of 
the club voluntarily without specific 

tenure. This must be the reason why 
there is also no record of any mem-
bership drive since its inception in 
1918. Further, all of the other Of-
fice Bearers of the Naga Club (1982- 
2007) except Mr. kewezu Mero, Joint 
Secretary cum caretaker rest of the 
other office bearers had expired be-
fore 2007. Since then, the Naga Club 
again remained dormant for almost 
a decade until February 2017.

Under this circumstance, some 
concerned Naga Elders compris-
ing of various tribes, understanding 
and realizing the sacredness and 
historical significance of the club in 
regard to the Naga National Move-
ment and Naga nationhood, came 
together and held a meeting on 27th 
March 2017 at a Hotel in Kohima 
through the initiative of Mr Pelhou-
ruo Suokhrie and discussed on the 

need of reviving the Naga Club; sev-
eral rounds of meetings followed. To 
crystallize the objective a meeting 
of concern elders was held on 14th 
May 2017 at Hotel Ozone café, Kohi-
ma which decided to hold a further 
meeting comprising all the Naga 
Tribes of Nagaland. Accordingly, the 
meeting of the representatives of 
Tribal Hohos of Nagaland was held 
on 16th June 2017 at the Naga Club 
Building which elected a Team of 
5(five) Ad-hoc Office Bearers. Re-
alizing the need to regularize the 
ad-hoc office bearers for full swing 
activities on the forthcoming cen-
tennial celebration of the Club, the 
general meeting of the Tribal Hoho 
representatives on 17th August 2018 
regularized the ad-hoc body by voice 
vote. The Naga Club has since then 
set in motion as to how to observe 

the centenary celebration by ap-
pointing an organizing Committee.

In regard to the Naga Club Build-
ing and its Plot there should be 
neither doubt nor any misunder-
standing for all concern. The follow-
ing facts should clear all mists. On 
formal return of the building by the 
State Government to the Naga Club, 
the NSF under the then President, 
Mr Vizolie Sorhie, on 4-4-1983, ap-
plied for renting some rooms of the 
Naga Club Building. In a prompt re-
sponse to the request, the authority 
of the Naga Club on 7-4-1983 allot-
ted a part of the building to NSF on 
rental basis, documents of which are 
available with the Club. However, in 
regard to receipt of rent payment, if 
any, there is no record. 

Mr Kewezu Mero, the only sur-
viving member of the defunct Naga 

Club of 1982, as per the record of the 
Naga club, spent an amount of Rs 
27,612/- for the construction of Naga 
Club Hotel. In order to adjust the 
said amount, the then Office Bearers 
of Naga club, on 13-9-1991, allowed 
Mr Kewezu Mero to run the Naga 
Club Hotel for a period 10 years w.e.f 
01-01-1992 to 31-12-2002. As per this 
record, his tenant-ship expired 16 
years ago. 

Basing on the two documents 
noted above, all doubts and misun-
derstandings whatsoever should be 
cleared and that the properties of the 
Naga Club should be brought under 
the full control of the club in a con-
genial manner before the celebra-
tion of the Centennial jubilee.

Krurovi Peseyie
Chairman
Naga Club
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PM announces immediate relief of INR 500 cr. to flood-hit Kerala

1,500 stranded in flood-hit Kodagu of Karnataka

Cabinet Secretary-led committee reviews Kerala flood situation

Cong. MPs, MLAs to donate month’s salary 

Godmother of crime in south Delhi’s Sangam Vihar caught — PoliceShelter home rapes: Opp. 
demands another Bihar 
minister’s resignation

Cong. finalises month-long, countrywide agitation against Modi govt. on corruption

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a review meeting on his arrival to take stock of the flood situation, 
in Kochi on Saturday.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aug. 18 (PTI): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced today an imme-
diate financial assistance 
of INR 500 crore to the 
rain-battered Kerala, after 
reviewing the flood situa-
tion in the state.

Modi also announced 
an ex-gratia of INR 2 lakh 
per person to the next of 
kin of the deceased and 
INR 50,000 to those se-
riously injured from the 
Prime Minister’s National 
Relief Fund (PMNRF), a 
Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) statement said

“The prime minister 
announced a financial as-
sistance of INR 500 crore 
to the state. This is in ad-
dition to Rs 100 crore an-
nounced by Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on 
August 12,” it said

After a high-level re-
view meeting in Kochi, 
the prime minister made 
an aerial assessment of 
the damage caused due 
to floods in some of the 
affected areas of the south-
ern state

He was accompanied 
by Governor P Sathasivam, 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan, Union Ninister K J 
Alphons and officials dur-
ing the aerial survey in the 
worst-hit Aluva-Thrissur 
regions

Expressing grief over 
the unfortunate deaths 
and damage caused to 
property due to floods, the 
prime minister observed 
that rescue of people who 
are still marooned remains 
the topmost priority

Vijayan later tweeted 
that the prime minister 
has sanctioned INR 500 
crore as immediate relief

“As per the initial es-
timate, the state has suf-

fered a loss of INR 19,512 
crore. The actual loss can 
be ascertained after the 
water recedes in the af-
fected areas. The state 
has sought an immediate 
assistance of INR 2,000 
crore,” he said

Modi, who reached 
the state capital last night, 
proceeded to Kochi in the 
morning and reviewed 
the flood situation during 
a meeting with Vijayan 
and the state government 
officials

The prime minister’s 
visit comes a week after 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh visited the state and 
conducted an aerial sur-
vey of the flood-hit areas

Modi also assured the 
state government that re-
lief materials, including 
food grains and medi-
cines, would be provided, 
as requested

Insurance companies 
have been asked to hold 
special camps for assess-
ment and timely release 
of compensation to the af-
fected families and benefi-

ciaries under social securi-
ty schemes and directions 
have been issued for early 
clearance of claims under 
the Fasal Bima Yojana to 
agriculturists

The prime minister 
also directed the National 
Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI) to repair the 
main national highways 
damaged due to the floods 
on a priority basis

The central public sec-
tor undertaking like the 
NTPC and the PGCIL have 
been asked to render all 
possible assistance to the 
state government in re-
storing power lines

V i l l a g e r s ,  w h o s e 
‘kutcha’ houses have been 
destroyed in the devastat-
ing floods, would be pro-
vided the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana-Gramin 
homes on a priority basis

Under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Gurantee 
scheme 5.5 crore person 
days have been sanc-
tioned in the labour budg-
et 2018-19

Any further request for 
incurring the person days 
would be considered as 
per the requirement pro-
jected by the state

Under the Mission 
for the Integrated Devel-
opment of Horticulture, 
farmers would be pro-
vided assistance for re-
plantation of damaged 
horticulture crops

The prime minister 
also complimented the 
state government for the 
efforts made in meeting 
the challenges of the un-
precedented situation, the 
PMO statement added

Meanwhile, rains lash-
ing several parts of the 
state since this morning 
is causing concern as it 
could hamper the rescue 
and relief operations

As per information 
from the control room of 
the State Disaster Man-
agement, since August 8, 
194 persons have lost their 
lives so far and 36 are miss-
ing Over 3.14 lakh people 
have been moved to relief 
camps.

Kodagu (Karnataka), Aug. 18 
(IANS): Karnataka Chief Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy on Saturday 
visited the flood-hit Kodagu district 
in the southern state, where hun-
dreds are marooned in villages and 
towns due to heavy rains.

“At least 1,500 people are strand-
ed in various parts of the district, 
but the rescue officials have not 
been able to reach them due to bad 
weather and landslides. Efforts are 
being made to rescue them,” Kumar-
aswamy told reporters here.

The Chief Minister earlier in 
the day held a meeting with district 
officials on the flood situation in 
Kodagu, and on heavy rains lashing 
coastal and south interior districts.

He made an aerial survey of the 
coffee-growing district, about 270km 
from the state capital Begaluru. THe 
district is one of the worst-hit dis-
tricts in the southern state.A

“The officials are trying to airlift 
people in the district, but the weath-
er has not been very favourable,” the 
Chief Minister said.

Heavy rains, flooding and land-
slips in the district have claimed 
six lives so far, a statement from the 
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) said.

The state has announced a com-
pensation of Rs 5 lakh to the kin of 
those who lost their lives due to the 
rains. The Chief Minister earlier an-
nounced Rs 200-crore fund to take 
up relief measures in the rain-hit 
districts.

Kumaraswamy, who also visited 
a relief camp in Madikeri in the hilly 
district in Western Ghats, told people 
that the state is taking up rescue and 
relief operations on a war-footing.

The water being released from 
Harangi reservoir in the district 
across Harangi river, one of Cau-
very’s tributaries, has been flooding 
several towns and villages in the 
region.

Over the last 24 hours, Madikeri 
received a very heavy rainfall meas-
uring up to 30 cm, while the district 
received an average rain upto 16 cm, 
according to the weather office.

About 60 Dogra Regiment sol-

diers and 12 expert naval divers 
rescued 873 marooned people in 
the flood-hit district till Friday, where 
overnight heavy rains caused land-
slides and inundated low-lying areas 
at Makkanduru.

Another 525 personnel from the 
fire services, home guards and civil 
defence teams are working on the 
rescue operations in the district.

In all, 948 specialised rescuers 
from various state and central agen-
cies are working in Kodagu district, a 
CMO statement said.

So far, more than 1,250 people 
have been rescued and shifted to 
about 30 relief camps set up across 
the district, the statement added.

Heavy rains have also been lash-
ing coastal districts of Udupi, Dak-
shina Kannada and Uttara Kannada 
over the past few weeks.

The Bengaluru division of the 
India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) predicts heavy rains will con-
tinue over the next two days in the 
coastal and south interior districts of 
the state, including Kodagu.

New Delhi, Aug. 18 (IANS): The Na-
tional Crisis Management Commit-
tee (NCMC) on Saturday reviewed 
the ongoing rescue and relief opera-
tions in the flood-affected areas of 
Kerala and sought proper coordina-
tion and distribution of the relief 
materials, as per a official statement.

Cabinet Secretary P.K. Sinha 
heads the committee, which met for 
the third time on Saturday in past 
three days, also issued direction for 
deployment of five more helicop-
ters and decided to make the Naval 
airstrip in Kochi functional for com-

mercial flights by August 20.
The meeting also reviewed vari-

ous measures to restore power lines, 
petrol pumps, LPG, health facilities, 
and to provide necessary medicines, 
food and fodder with support from 
the Central ministries concerned.

“The Cabinet Secretary directed 
that there should be proper coordi-
nation and distribution of the relief 
materials which are being offered by 
various state governments and other 
agencies,” it said.

The statement also said the com-
mittee “discussed in a video confer-

ence with the Chief Secretary of 
Kerala the current flood situation 
and deployment of rescue teams, 
motorboats, helicopters, life jackets, 
provision of food, water and medi-
cines, and restoration of power, tel-
ecom and transport links wherever 
disrupted”.

The government has already 
pressed into service 67 helicopters, 
24 aircraft, 548 motorboats and 
thousands of rescue personnel from 
Navy, Army, Air Force, National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF), Coast 
Guard and other central armed 

New Delhi, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
The Congress on Saturday 
demanded that floods in 
Kerala should be declared 
a “national calamity.”

All elected representa-
tives of the party would 
donate one month’s salary 
towards relief efforts in the 
state, it said.

The decision to do-
nate salaries was taken 
at a meeting of Congress 
general secretaries, party 
in-charges of states, leg-
islative party leaders and 
state unit chiefs, which 
was presided over by party 
chief Rahul Gandhi.

Gandhi had earlier in 
the day urged Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to 
immediately declare the 
floods in Kerala as “a na-

tional disaster.”
Briefing reporters af-

ter meeting of Congress 
office-bearers, party com-
munications in-charge 
Randeep Singh Surjewala 
said the Modi government 
should come forward to 
help Kerala where over 
180 people have died and 
property worth over INR 
3,000 crore has been dam-
aged due to floods.

“It was decided that 
all Congress MPs in Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha, 
Congress MLAs across 
India and party MLCs will 
donate one month’s salary, 
which will be sent through 
the AICC for relief meas-
ures in Kerala,” Surjewala 
said.

He said it was also de-

cided that all Congress 
governments will come 
forward to help the people 
of the state.

Surjewala said Punjab 
government has already 
donated INR 10 crore to 
the Kerala Relief Fund 
and JD-S and Congress- 
government in Karnataka 
has also donated INR 10 
crore to the relief meas-
ures. The government in 
Puducherry has also do-
nated INR 1 crore. He said 
special relief committees 
will be formed in adjoin-
ing states including Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu apart 
from Puducherry. Mate-
rial collected by Congress 
workers will be sent to the 
people of Kerala.

Surjewala said the par-

ty also noted with concern 
the grave situation due to 
floods in Karnataka and 
some other parts of the 
country. 

“Modiji should stop 
discriminating in mat-
ters of flood relief. The 
Prime Minister must rise 
above party-politics and 
come forward to help Ker-
ala, Karnataka and other 
flood-affected states. The 
Prime Minister should de-
clare Kerala floods as a na-
tional calamity,” Surjewala 
said. Overflowing rivers 
and a series of landslides 
in Kerala have resulted in 
the death of 180 people as 
of Saturday morning, with 
over 3 lakh others forced to 
move to some hundreds of 
relief camps.

New Delhi, Aug. 18 (PTI): A 62-year-old 
woman known as the “godmother of 
crime” in south Delhi’s Sangam Vihar, 
who was wanted in connection with the 
killing of a man, was arrested, police said 
today. 

The accused identified as Basiran was 
declared a proclaimed offender, they said. 

A total of 113 criminal cases includ-
ing that of bootlegging, murder, robbery, 
contract killing and snatching have been 
registered against Basiran and her family 
members, police said. 

Acting on a tip-off, the accused was 
arrested from Sangam Vihar where she 
had come to meet her family members 
to decide further strategy in connection 
with seizure of her property, said Romil 
Baaniya, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (south). 

In September 2017, a partially decom-

posed body was recovered from the jun-
gle of Sangam Vihar. A case was registered 
in connection with the murder following 
which a juvenile was apprehended in this 
case in January 2018, he said. 

The juvenile then disclosed name of 
his associates namely Aakash, Vikash, 
Neeraj, Munni Begum and Basiran, he 
added.  After the co-accused were ar-
rested, Basiran fled away and was evading 
her arrest since then, the DCP said. 

On May 25, Basiran was declared pro-
claimed offender in connection with the 
case. Subsequently, her property attached 
and sealed, he said. 

Meanwhile, the accused also filed an 
application seeking anticipatory bail at 
Delhi High Court and also sought release 
of her property at Saket Court.

However, the Delhi Police strongly 
objected to it, giving her previous crimi-

nal background following which both 
applications were then dismissed by the 
court, the senior officer said.

During interrogation, Basiran ad-
mitted that she had taken a contract of 
Rs 60,000 to kill Miraz who was a step-
brother of one of the accused Munni 
Begum, he said. 

Basiran along with her associates 
hatched a conspiracy to kill Miraz.

As per the plan, on the intervening 
night of 8 and 9 September 2017, Munni 
Begum took Miraz to Basiran’s house and 
from there her associates took Miraz to a 
jungle in Sangam Vihar’s K block where 
they intoxicated him and strangulated 
him to death using leather belt. 

The accused then burnt the body to 
hide his identity and buried it in the jun-
gle, the officer added. 

It was learnt that Basiran did not have 

any permanent source of income and 
so she started selling illicit liquor. The 
accused even motivated her eight sons 
including a minor to commit crime, the 
DCP said.

Once, she acquired dominance in 
the area, with the help of her sons, she 
captured government water borewells in 
Sangam Vihar and was running a water 
supply mafia, he said.

She was absconding since last eight 
months and was hiding in cities like Al-
lahabad, Ahmedabad, Mainpuri and 
Firozabad, he added. 

Police said a case of Maharashtra 
Control of Organised Crime Act, 1999 
(MCOCA) has been registered against her 
son Shamim. She along with other family 
members will also be booked in connec-
tion with the case for amassing wealth 
from crime proceeds, the police said.

Patna, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Opposition RJD and Con-
gress on Saturday de-
manded resignation of 
another Bihar minister 
over his alleged involve-
ment in the Muzaffarpur 
shelter home rape cases.

Without naming the 
minister, leader of Op-
position Tejashwi Yadav 
on Saturday demanded 
Chief Minister Nitsh Ku-
mar sack the minister, a 
BJP MLA from Muzaffar-
pur. Yadav held out threat 
that he would “expose” 
the minister’s involve-
ment in the case. 

Bihar Social Welfare 
Minister Manju Verna re-
cently resigned following 
outrage across the coun-
try and protests by Op-
position in the state over 
the rape of young girls at 
a shelter home in Muzaf-
farpur. The Opposition 
has now trained guns 
on state Urban Develop-
ment Minister Suresh 
Sharma, a BJP MLA from 
Muzaffarpur.

“If Nitish Kumar and 
(Deputy Chief Minister 
and BJP leader) Sushil 
Modi do not sack him, we 
will be forced to expose 
and reveal his involve-
ment like what we did in 
the case of Verma,” Tejas-
hwi told media.

The RJD leader al-
leged the minister had 
close links with jailed 
main accused Brajesh 
Thakur.

Congress spokesper-
son Premchand Mishra 

said Sharma should re-
sign on his own or Nitish 
Kumar should force him 
to quit. “We will intensify 
our protest for his resig-
nation,” said Mishra. 

However, ruling JD-U 
spokesperson Ajai Alok 
rejected the resignation 
demand, saying that the 
CBI is probing the case. 
“There is no need for the 
minister’s resignation. If 
he is found guilty in the 
CBI probe, he would be 
sent to jail,” said Alok.

The BJP is yet to react 
to the allegations against 
Sharma. 

Manju Verna had re-
signed on August 8 af-
ter media reports of call 
details revealed that her 
husband had spoken to 
the key accused Brajesh 
Thakur 17 times.

Rashtriya Janata Dal 
and Congress leaders 
have alleged that Verma’s 
husband visited the shel-
ter home run by Thakur 
“regularly.” 

The Muzaffarpur case 
came to light when the 
Bihar Social Welfare De-
partment filed an FIR 
based on a social audit 
of the shelter home con-
ducted by the Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences, 
Mumbai.

The Patna High Court 
is monitoring the CBI 
probe into the shocking 
rape of 34 minor girls at 
the Muzaffarpur shelter 
home, a horror that has 
caused nationwide out-
rage.

New Delhi, Aug. 18 (PTI): Step-
ping up attack on the Modi 
government, the Congress today 
finalised a month-long, country-
wide agitation to “expose” the 
alleged corruption under the BJP 
rule including the Rafale jet deal.

The party also demanded 
that Kerala floods be declared a 
‘national calamity’.

The final shape to the party’s 
agitational plan was given at a 
meeting of top Congress leaders, 
including party general secretar-
ies and in-charges of various 
states, state unit chiefs and leg-
islature party leaders, chaired by 
party president Rahul Gandhi.

“It was decided that corrup-
tion, scams of the Modi govern-
ment particularly the Rafale 
scam will be taken to people 
of India,” party’s chief spokes-
person Randeep Surjewala told 
reporters.

In the next 30 days, Congress 
workers will do district and state 
level demonstrations. We will 
ensure a fair probe, independ-

ent probe, a JPC is constituted 
immediately. We will not be 
deterred and pushed back,” he 
said, adding “we will push the 
government.... ensuring that 
the Rafale scam and corruption 
scams are exposed”.

The party, he said, discussed 
the Rafale deal in detail and 
claimed that the scam has cost 
the exchequer INR 41,000 crore. 
He alleged that a company be-
longing to a “friend” of the Prime 
Minister has been given a con-
tract worth INR 30,000 crore 
under the deal after snatching it 
away from Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited.

Besides, other political chal-
lenges in the election going 
states were also deliberated, 
Surjewala said.

Surjewala said the party also 
demanded that Kerala floods be 
declared as a “national calam-
ity” and asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi not to play poli-
tics in such matters.

“Dear PM, Increasing funds 

allocated for Kerala relief to 
INR.500 Cr is a good step but 
nowhere near enough. It is criti-
cal you declare the floods as a 
National Disaster. Please do not 
vacillate as the people of Kerala 
are suffering, Gandhi tweeted 
earlier.

He had also demanded in 
another tweet that Kerala floods 
be declared a national disaster 
without any delay, saying the 
lives, livelihood and future of 
millions of people is at stake.

Surjewala claimed that while 
the central government has only 
provided Rs 100 crore relief to 
the state government, there has 
been a huge loss of life and dam-
age to properties to the extent 
of INR 2,000-3,000 crore due to 
the floods.

“We believe Modiji should 
stop discriminating in the mat-
ters of flood relief between BJP 
and non-BJP governments. Only 
mere Rs 100 crore has been given 
to Kerala.

“It’s time the PM rises above 

political partisan game and 
comes forward as a nation to 
help the people of Kerala and 
Karnataka and declare Kerala 
floods as a national calamity,” 
he said.

Surjewala later tweeted, say-
ing, Tragic that PM Modi an-
nounced a pittance of ?500 Cr 
for Kerala flood relief against the 
State’s demand of ?2000 Crore. 
Painful that Modi Government is 
playing politics over flood relief 
merely because BJP has no pres-
ence in the state. 

Floods, human tragedy and 
unprecedented devastation can’t 
be subject matter of partisan 
politics as is being done by Modi 
Government in Kerala flood.

Federalism envisages hand-
holding and co-operation in 
such times. Does an autocratic 
Central Govt understand this 
foundational principle? , he also 
said in another tweet.

He said the Congress gov-
ernments in different states are 
contributing to the relief funds 

while all party MPs, MLAs, 
MLCs will donate one-month’s 
salary.

The Punjab government and 
the JDS-Congress Karnataka 
government have sent INR 10 
crore each, while the Puduch-
erry government has contrib-
uted INR 1 crore, he said.

The deadliest deluge in Ker-
ala in close to a century has 
claimed 194 lives since August 8. 
Over 3.14 lakh people have been 
moved to relief camps. We also 
noted with concern the grave 
situation arising out of floods in 
Karnataka and as also rest of the 
country. In the entire country 
324 people have lost their lives 
besides a lot of loss to property 
and other things, he said.

A Special Relief Committee 
in the adjoining states of Karna-
taka and Tamil Nadu, and Pu-
ducherry would be constituted 
wherein all material possible will 
be collected by Congress work-
ers and will be sent to people of 
Kerala.

police forces (CAPF) for rescue 
operation and distribution of relief 
materials.

The Health Ministry has made 
ready “emergency medicines and 
medical teams for deployment” as 
soon as flood waters recede. 

“More than 6,900 life jackets, 
3,000 life buoys, 167 inflatable tower 
lights, 2,100 raincoats, 1,300 gum-
boots and 153 chain saws have 
been provided as per the request of 
the state government... Additional 
motorboats have also been put on 
standby for deployment,” it said.

The Chief Secretary of Kerala 

told the committee that there was 
“some respite” from the rainfall and 
water level in the dam reservoirs 
was stabilized, said the statement, 
adding that the rainfall is expected 
to recede further barring in one or 
two districts, according to the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
forecast.

It also said the Telecom Depart-
ment has enabled intra-circle roam-
ing which will enable subscribers 
of one service provider to access 
mobile towers of other service pro-
viders.

As per the statement, various 

Central ministries have made avail-
able food, water and medicines 
which include 3,00,000 food packets, 
6,00,000 tonnes of milk, 14,00,000 
litres of drinking water and 150 
potable water purification kits with 
capacity of 1,00,000 litre each. 

Also, the Indian Railways in-
formed that trains have been run-
ning to Thiruvananthapuram via 
Erode and Madurai, and it has of-
fered to run a special food and 
medicine train from Thiruvanan-
thapuram to Ernakulam to distrib-
ute food and medicines to all the 
stations on the way.
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Geneva, Aug. 18 (PTI/AFP): There was 
an outpouring of condolences from 
leaders around the world today after 
the death of former United Nations 
Secretary General and Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Kofi Annan.

Current UN chief Antonio Guterres 
voiced deep sadness at the news, de-
scribing his predecessor as “a guiding 
force for good”.

“In many ways, Kofi Annan was the 
United Nations,” he added.

“He rose through the ranks to lead 
the organisation into the new mil-
lennium with matchless dignity and 
determination.” 

“Like so many, I was proud to call 
Kofi Annan a good friend and mentor.” 

The UN high commissioner for 
human rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
said he was grief-stricken.

“Kofi was humanity’s best exam-
ple, the epitome, of human decency 
and grace. In a world now filled with 
leaders who are anything but that, our 
loss, the world’s loss becomes even 
more painful,” he said.

“He was a friend to thousands 
and a leader of millions.” “There are 
some human beings who will seem 
irreplaceable to us, rare human be-
ings. Kofi Annan is high among them. 
Goodbye my dear friend... goodbye 
Kofi.” 

Ghanaian President Nana Akufo-
Addo declared a week of mourning, 

saying the national flag will fly at 
half-mast at home and in the coun-
try’s diplomatic missions around the 
world in honour of “one of our greatest 
compatriots”.

“He brought considerable renown 
to our country by this position and 
through his conduct and comport-
ment in the global arena,” the presi-
dent said in a statement.

“He was an ardent believer in the 
capacity of the Ghanaian to chart his 
or her own course onto the path of 
progress and prosperity.” 

South Africa’s ruling African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) said Annan was 
“an eminent and distinguished son of 
Africa”.

“Annan was a great friend of the 
people of South Africa who played 
an immeasurable role in shaping the 
global agenda in favour of the people 
of the developing south,” the ANC said 
in a statement.

“Amongst his many passions was 
silencing the guns on the African 
continent.” 

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May said her “thoughts and condo-
lences are with his family”.

“A great leader and reformer of the 
UN, he made a huge contribution to 
making the world he has left a better 
place than the one he was born into,” 
she said on Twitter.

Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro 

Sanchez said that “today we lose a 
great humanist”.

“Annan... has left us but his legacy 
remains to keep working for peace, 
security and to strengthen the de-
fence of human rights,” Sanchez 
tweeted.

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said 
he was saddened to hear the news.

“His warmth should never be mis-
taken for weakness. Annan showed 
that one can be a great humanitarian 
and a strong leader at the same time,” 
Stoltenberg wrote on Twitter. “The UN 
and the world have lost one of their 
giants.” 

EU Commissioner for Internation-
al Cooperation and Development Ne-

ven Mimica said he was “profoundly 
saddened” by Annan’s death.

“He was such a great source of in-
spiration for all of us and will be greatly 
missed!” he tweeted.

The Elders organisation -- a group 
of statesmen co-founded by Annan 
which speaks out on global issues 
-- hailed the former UN chief as “a 
voice of great authority and wisdom 
in public and private”.

“The world has lost an inspiring 
figure -- but one whose achievements 
will never be forgotten, and whose 
commitment to peace and justice will 
endure to inspire future generations,” 
deputy chair Gro Harlem Brundtland 
said in a statement.

Islamabad, Aug. 18 (PTI): Crick-
eter-turned politician Imran 
Khan struggled for 22 years to 
fulfil his dream of becoming Pa-
kistan’s Prime Minister t o 
transform the cor-
ruption affected 
country into an 
Islamic welfare 
state. 

K h a n 
took oath as 
Pakistan’s 
22nd Prime 
M i n i s t e r 
after leading 
his Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf party (PTI) to the 
victory in the elections and subse-
quently proving his majority in the 
National Assembly.

The 65-year-old flamboyant 
former captain, described 

as one of Pakistan’s great-
est cricketers who trans-
formed his shaky team 
into champions in the 
1992 Cricket World Cup, 
emerged as an inspiring 
leader in politics too.

The Oxford-educated 
Pasthun launched Tehreek-

e-Insaf, which means the 
movement for justice, in 
1996, but struggled to break 

the dominance of the 
P a k i s t a n 

Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
- the two main political parties 
that dominated Pakistan’s political 
scene when the powerful military 
was not ruling the country.

Khan became a Member of 
Parliament in the 2002 elections. 
He was again elected to the Na-
tional Assembly in the 2013 elec-
tions, when his party emerged as 
the second largest in the country 
by popular vote.

One year after elections, in 
May 2014, Khan alleged that the 
polls were rigged in favour of the 

ruling Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz led by then prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif.

In August 2014, Khan 
led a rally of his support-

ers from Lahore to Is-
lamabad, demanding 
Sharif’s resignation and 
investigation into al-
leged electoral fraud.

Within a month, 
Khan entered into an 

alliance with influential 
Pakistani-origin Canadian 

cleric Tahir-ul-Qadri with both 
pressing for dismissal of the Sharif 
government. The violent protests 
ended after Khan and Qadiri en-
tered into an agreement with the 
Sharif government to set up a 
judicial commission to probe the 
allegations of poll rigging.

During his campaign in the 
2018 elections, Khan promised 
to crackdown on corruption, en-

act anti-poverty programmes, 
improve healthcare and educa-
tion and turn his country into an 
Islamic welfare state.

Khan, who is believed to have 
the backing of the powerful mili-
tary, has vowed to make a ‘Naya 
Pakistan’ which would be an Is-
lamic welfare state. He believes 
the “most viable” policy to ensure 
peace in the region was to cooper-
ate with India, including on the 
Kashmir issue.

His party has prepared a 100-
day plan to meet serious eco-
nomic and administrative woes 
faced by the country.

In his victory speech last 
month, Khan said he was ready to 
improve Pakistan’s ties with India 
and his government would like the 
leaders of the two sides to resolve 
all disputes, including the “core 
issue” of Kashmir, through talks.

Khan also said that he wants 
balanced relations between Paki-
stan and America which should 
be mutually beneficial, not one 
sided. Additionally, Khan said he 
and his party wanted stronger ties 
with both Iran and Saudi Arabia - 
the two rival powers in the Middle 
East.

As a politician, Khan’s vision 
is to turn Pakistan into a just so-
ciety, based on humane values, 
by creating an independent and 
honest judiciary that will uphold 
democracy, protect human rights 
and ensure the rule of law and, by 
promoting a merit based system 

that provides equal opportunity 
to all, according to Khan’s profile 
on his party’s website.

Khan, once touted as Paki-
stan’s most eligible bachelor for 
his rugged Pathani good looks, 
married thrice. His previous two 
marriages ended in divorce.

His first marriage was with 
Jemima Goldsmith, daughter 
of a British billionaire, in 1995, 
which lasted 9 years. Khan has 
two sons from her. His second 
marriage with TV anchor Reham 
Khan in 2015 ended after a brief 
10 months.

Early this year, Khan mar-
ried for the third time. This time 
with his “spiritual guide” Bushra 
Maneka.

Khan was born in Mianwali 
in 1952 to Ikramullah Khan Niazi 
and Shaukat Khanum. His father 
descended from the Pashtun 
(Pathan) Niazi tribe of the Sher-
mankhel clan, his family is settled 
in Lahore, however, he still consid-
ers his background Pathan as per 
his autobiography.

He attended Aitchison College 
in Lahore and the Royal Grammar 
School Worcester in England. In 
1972, he enrolled in Keble College, 
Oxford where he studied phi-
losophy, politics and economics, 
graduating with honours in 1975. 

Khan played Test cricket for 
Pakistan between 1971 and 1992, 
and was captain of the national 
team when they won the World 
Cup in 1992.

Islamabad, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Cricketer-turned-politician 
Imran Khan on Saturday 
took oath as Pakistan’s 22nd 
Prime Minister, three weeks 
after his Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party won the 
highest number of seats in 

the general election.
Khan, who outvoted 

opposition and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) candidate Shah-
baz Sharif in the Prime 
Minister’s election on Fri-
day, was administered his 

oath by President Mam-
noon Hussain at the Presi-
dent House here, reports 
Dawn news.

Clad in a black sher-
wani, Khan was accom-
panied ny his wife Bushra 
Imran.

High-profile guests in-
cluding caretaker Prime 
Minister Nasirul Mulk, Na-
tional Assembly Speaker 
Asad Qaiser, Army Chief 
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
Air Chief Marshal Mujahid 
Anwar Khan and Naval 
Chief Admiral Zafar Mah-
mood Abbasi were in at-
tendence.

Other notable guests 
present include former 
Indian cricket star Nav-
jot Singh Sidhu, cricket-
er-turned-commentator 
Rameez Raja, legendary 
paceman Wasim Akram, 
newly-elected Punjab As-
sembly Speaker Chaudhry 
Pervez Elahi, singers Sal-
man Ahmed and Abrarul 
Haq, actor Javaid Sheikh, 
former National Assembly 
speaker Fehmida Mirza 
and senior PTI leaders.

After the PTI emerged 
as the biggest parliamen-
tary party in the wake of the 
July 25 polls, all 120 of the 
party’s parliamentary com-
mittee members rubber-
stamped Khan’s candidacy 
for the post of the Prime 
Minister.

Caracas, Aug. 18 (PTI/AFP): Ven-
ezuela’s highest court has authorised 
the government to demand the extra-
dition of exiled former state prosecu-
tor Luisa Ortega and former oil chief 
Rafael Ramirez -- both opponents of 
President Nicolas Maduro. 

The move follows a similar decision 
on Thursday by the Supreme Court 
to seek to extradite opposition leader 
Julio Borges, who is accused of being 
involved in an alleged attempt to as-
sassinate President Nicolas Maduro 
last month. 

Like Ortega before him, Borges has 
taken refuge in neighboring Colombia. 

Ramirez, the former head of state 
oil company PDVSA and a powerful 
opponent of Maduro, has fled to Spain. 

The opposition has dismissed the 
court as a tool of Maduro, who it says 
has used his power to wrest control of 
state institutions. 

Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza 
earlier this week accused Ortega of 
being an “accomplice” in the August 
4 incident, in which Maduro was seen 
reacting on live television to the first 
of two explosions as he addressed a 
military parade in Caracas. 

Maduro said the blasts were from 
explosives-laden drones sent to assas-

sinate him, though opposition figures 
accuse him of fabricating the incident 
to step up repression.

Ortega, an unwavering opponent 
of Maduro, denied any involvement. 

“My struggle against tyranny is only 
with weapons that the law gives me,” 
she replied in a tweet. 

“But you and Nicolas Maduro well 
know that when I plan things, I do 
them well. If I had been behind this 
plan, the country would be celebrating 
its freedom.” 

Ortega participated in a sym-
bolic trial of the exiled opposition-run 
supreme court in Colombia which 
sentenced Maduro to 18 years for cor-
ruption.

Ramirez, meanwhile, is accused 
of fraudulent embezzlement as part 
of a “web of corruption” for which 90 
ex-employees have been arrested, 
part of a crackdown on opponents by 
Maduro. 

Venezuela has arrested 14 people 
over the attack, including an opposi-
tion politician, a general and a colonel. 

The United States on Friday con-
demned alleged arbitrary detentions 
and forced confessions by Caracas in 
its investigation into the failed August 
4 drone “attack”.

Ankara, Aug. 18 (PTI/AFP): 
Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan declared today 
that his country would not be 
cowed by the United States, 
his latest broadside in the bit-
ter feud between Ankara and 
Washington.

The two NATO members 
are at odds over Turkey’s de-
tention of an American pastor, 
which has triggered a trade 
row and sent the local currency 
the lira into a tailspin.

“We will not surrender to 
those who present themselves 
as a strategic partner while at 
the same time trying to make 
us a strategic target,” Erdogan 
said at a congress of his ruling 
Justice and Development Party 
(AKP).

“Some people threaten us 
with economy, sanctions, for-
eign currency exchange rates, 
interest rates and inflation. We 
know your shenanigans and 

we will defy you.” At the end 
of congress, delegates unani-
mously re-elected Erdogan as 
head of the AKP, the state news 
agency Anadolu reported.

Last week, US President 
Donald Trump said he had 
doubled the tariffs on alu-
minium and steel tariffs from 

Turkey, prompting Ankara to 
sharply hike tariffs on several 
US products.

And Turkey yesterday 
threatened to respond in kind 
if Washington imposed fur-
ther sanctions, while a court 
rejected another appeal to free 
pastor Andrew Brunson, who 
has been held for almost two 
years on terror charges.

The lira has nosedived 
against the dollar, dropping 
as much as 20 percent on one 
day last week. It sunk to a low 
of well over seven to the dollar 
earlier this week but was trad-
ing at just over six to the dollar 
on Friday -- a loss of 40 percent 
since the start of the year.

The collapse of the curren-
cy has been blamed both on 
the tensions with the United 
States and Erdogan’s increas-
ing hold on Turkey’s economy 
and his refusal to allow the 
central bank to raise interest 

rates.
Meanwhile, Erdogan told 

the AKP congress that Turkey 
would press on with and ex-
pand its cross-border military 
operations.

Turkey sent troops into 
northern Syria two years ago to 
fight against the Kurdish Peo-
ple’s Protection Units (YPG).

The YPG forms the back-
bone of the Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF), the Kurdish-
Arab alliance that has received 
extensive backing from the 
US-led coalition in the battle 
agains the Islamic State group.

But Turkey accuses the 
YPG of being the Syrian branch 
of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), a rebel group blacklist-
ed by Ankara and its Western 
allies. 

The Turkish army has also 
increased its strikes against 
PKK rear bases in the north of 
Iraq in the past few months.

Seoul, Aug. 18 (PTI/AFP): 
North Korean state media 
blamed Donald Trump’s 
political opponents for the 
“deadlock” over denucleari-
sation today, urging the 
US President to act boldly 
to make progress on the 
thorny issue.

Trump and the North’s 
leader Kim Jong Un held a 
groundbreaking summit in 
Singapore in June, which 
the US leader touted as a 
historic breakthrough.

At the meeting the pair 
struck a vague agreement 
to denuclearise the Korean 
peninsula, but there has 
been little movement since.

Meanwhile the North 
has criticised Washington 
for its “gangster-like” and 
“unilateral” demands for 
the complete, verifiable 
and irreversible disman-
tling of Pyongyang’s atomic 
arsenal.

On Saturday Rodong 
Sinmun, the North’s most 
prominent daily, praised 
Trump for seeking to im-
prove US-North Korea ties 
and achieve world peace, 
which it said would be the 
“feat of the century”.

“However, he faces too 
many opponents,” it said in 
a signed commentary.

The newspaper said 
Democrats and even some 
Republicans are hamper-
ing Trump’s efforts for their 
own partisan interests while 
media hostile to Trump are 
undermining his policies.

North Korea has de-
manded that America agree 
to declare an end to the 
1950-53 Korean War, ac-
cusing the US of failing to 
reciprocate a series of its 
“goodwill measures”.

These include ending 
its nuclear and missile test-
ing, the destruction of a 
nuclear testing site and 
handing over the remains 
of US troops killed in the 
Korean War.

When Kim met South 
Korean President Moon 
Jae-in in April for their first 
summit, they agreed to 
push for a declaration of 
an end to the Korean War 
this year.

But US officials insist 
denuclearisation of the 
North should be realised 
before such an event takes 
place.

Rome, Aug. 18 (IANS): The death 
toll in a bridge collapse in the 
Italian city of Genoa climbed to 
41 even as preparations were 
underway for a state funeral for 
all the victims on Saturday.

The toll was raised after res-
cuers found a vehicle with the 
bodies of another three people 
-- a couple and their 9-year-old 
child -- from the rubble, Efe 
news reported.

Thirty eight victims have 
been identified so far, including 
three children. Two people were 
still missing, according to the 
Civil Protection Department.

Saturday’s funeral would be 
officiated by Cardinal Angelo 
Bagnasco, Archbishop of Genoa, 
and attended by Italian President 
Sergio Mattarella and Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte.

Some families were report-

edly staying away from the fu-
neral ceremony because of anger 
at the government, according to 
the BBC. They will be holding 
private burials elsewhere in Italy.

The collapse of a section of 
the Morandi motorway bridge 
and the deaths of those crossing 
in vehicles led to a fierce debate 
in Italy about the nation’s infra-
structure. The government has 
set up a commission to examine 
the causes of the disaster and 
one member speculated that a 
broken cable rod was “a serious 
work hypothesis”, the BBC said. 

Antonio Brencich, a Univer-
sity of Genoa lecturer, said there 
were “eyewitness accounts and 
videos that go in this direction”. 
The bridge, which was con-
structed in the 1960s, has cables 
running directly from the deck to 
the top of the towers.

Washington, Aug. 18 (PTI/AFP): 
The bomb that killed 40 children 
and 11 others in a Saudi-led coali-
tion air strike on a bus in rebel-held 
northern Yemen was sold by the 
United States under a State Depart-
ment deal with Riyadh, CNN has 
reported.

The numbers on shrapnel, of 
which images were taken shortly 
after the attack this month, indicate 
that it was a laser-guided Mk 82 
bomb manufactured by defence 
contractor Lockheed Martin, CNN 
said yesterday, citing munitions 
experts.

Former president Barack 
Obama banned the sale of preci-
sion-guided weaponry to Saudi 
Arabia after it used a similar bomb 
in an October 2016 attack that 
killed 140 people at a funeral in the 
rebel-held capital Sanaa.

But President Donald Trump 
overturned that ban after taking 
office in 2017.

Fifty-six children were also 
among the 79 people wounded 
in the August 9 strike on Saada 
province, a rebel stronghold that 
borders Saudi Arabia, according to 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

The coalition has promised an 
internal inquiry but analysts and 
aid groups have voiced doubt that 
it is ready to provide the transpar-
ency and accountability demanded 
by the wider international com-
munity.

It is part of the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis, a conflict that has 
killed nearly 10,000 people since 
the Saudi-led coalition intervened 
in Yemen in March 2015 as Huthi 
rebel fighters closed in on the last 
bastion of President Abedrabbo 
Mansour Hadi’s government. 

Coalition commanders have 
admitted a small number of mis-
takes, but there has been no public 
disciplinary action or changes to 
the rules of engagement. The com-
manders have accused rebels of 
using civilians as human shields.
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In this photo released by Pakistan’s Press Information Department, Pakistani President Mamnoon Hussain, 
center, administers oath to newly-elected Prime Minister Imran Khan, left, at the Presidential Palace in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, Saturday, Aug. 18, 2018. 
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“Mission: Impossible Fallout” star Simon Pegg says he is fascinated 
with India and would love to visit the country soon. “India is one of 
my ambitions. I always wanted to go to India. I am very interested in 
and kind of fascinated by the country for many reasons and I hope 
I get there soon,” Pegg told IANS.  “I have interacted with fans from 
India and it has been incredibly sweet. It is a fascinating place which I 
would love to visit,” he added.  The actor is popular for his role as Benji 
Dunn in the “Mission Impossible” world. He was also part of the sixth part 
“Mission: Impossible Fallout”, which has been helmed by Christopher 
McQuarrie. It opened in India in July. The Paramount Pictures movie 
was distributed in India by Viacom18 Motion Pictures. (IANS)

Simon Pegg fascinated with India

Taken, with all my heart 
and soul: ‘Future Mrs 
Jonas’ Priyanka Chopra

‘As human beings we should help others in need’Birthday 
Greetings

Aretha Franklin’s 
funeral on August 31

A
ctress Priyanka Chopra is 
“taken” -- with all her “heart 
and soul” -- by American 
singer Nick Jonas, who has 
introduced her to the world 

as the “future Mrs Jonas”.
“Taken... With all my heart and 

soul,” Priyanka posted on Instagram 
with an intimate photograph following 
their traditional Indian ‘roka’ ceremo-
ny at her residence here.

Nick posted the same photograph 
in which the couple looks much in 
love, and wrote: “Future Mrs Jonas. 
My heart. My love.”

With this, Priyanka, 36, and Nick, 
25, put to rest the long-standing 
speculation around their relation-
ship status.

On a fun note, Nick com-
mented on Priyanka’s post: “Wow 
congrats. He’s the luckiest guy in 
the world.” The message was ac-
companied by a heart emoji.

Several celebrities like Ran-
veer Singh, Hrithik Roshan, Alia 
Bhatt, Sonam Kapoor, Masaba 
Gupta, Shilpa Shetty Kundra, 
Diana Penty, Neha Kakkar, 
Bipasha Basu and Malaika 
Arora sent good wishes to the 

couple.
While there was a buzz that 

Nick proposed to Priyanka on her 36th 
birthday on July 18, news had followed 
that he got a Tiffany & Co. store in Lon-
don shut down to purchase an engage-
ment ring for his lady love.

Priyanka had been making efforts to 
hide the sparkler, but in the photograph 
that she has shared, the rock takes the 
limelight.

The ring is said to be a five-carat 
diamond with a price tag of around 
$300,000, according to The Hollywood 
Reporter.

Nick arrived here with his parents 
on Thursday night for the roka ceremo-
ny. They were all dressed in traditional 
Indian wear, and Nick duly performed 
the rituals.

It was a Ganesh Puja, said Kamal 
Kumar Mishra and Pradip Kumar 
Trivedi, the two priests who took care of 
the proceedings of the ‘roka’ - a pre-
wedding ritual among Punjabis.

The priests told the media here that 
Nick performed all the rituals here as 
per ‘Sanatam Dharam’, and that the 
couple was looking good and happy 
together for the occasion, which was at-
tended by their close friends and family 
members.

They said they didn’t know anything 
about the wedding date.

IANS

B
ringing about social change 
is the onus of every citizen 
of the world and not just of a 
handful of those who are in 
powerful positions, says ac-

tress Rani Mukerji, whose films “Black” 
and “Hichki” have been instrumental 
in transforming people’s outlook to-
wards those with special needs.

As a celebrity with over two dec-
ades of experience in the world of In-
dian showbiz, Rani has also immersed 
herself in philanthropic works. While 
she finds it gratifying, she feels this is 
not something for actors or 
businessmen to do alone.

“I think we all being 
citizens of the world, 
have a responsibility 
and it’s not just for 
the sake of doing 
certain things 
because I am an 
actor, socialite 
or a business 
person.

“I think 
what’s impor-
tant is that 
apart from 
the ca-
reers we 
choose, 
it is our 
basic 
duty 
as 
hu-

man beings to able to help other 
human beings... Or help in a cause 
because that’s what makes us truly 
citizens of the world,” Rani told IANS in 
a tete-a-tete here.

Her film “Hichki”, in which she 
plays a woman with Tourette Sydrome 
has been widely lauded for spreading 
awareness on a little known nervous 
system disorder involving repetitive 
movements or unwanted sounds, with 
an entertaining and emotional story at 
its core.

At the Indian Film Festival of 
Melbourne (IFFM) here, Rani was 

awarded the Best Actress for her 
role in the film. She feels when a 

film like this wins an award, it 
helps in pushing the awareness 
it sets out to spread.

When “Hichki” had re-
leased, Rani had said she won’t 

take long gaps if the movie 
works. So when do we see her 
on-screen again?

“I will be doing projects, 
and you will be getting 

to hear about them 
soon,” she said.

Will she 
pick another 

issue-based 
movie?

“Let’s 
see... I 
don’t want 
to say 
much. 
So wait 
for the 
an-
nounce-
ment,” 
the 
actress, 
looking 
re-
splend-
ent in a 

black ensemble by her forever favour-
ite designer Sabyasachi Mukherjee, 
said with a smile.

Her Melbourne trip was special. 
More so because her daughter Adira, 
who was born in December 2015, was 
travelling with her. She took the little 
one to the aquarium, zoo, a ‘bounc-
ing garden’ and amusement park to 
entertain her.

“I got her all the way to Melbourne 
and it was my duty as a mother to 
entertain her as much as I could. I took 
her to an amusement park and it was 
the first time she sat in a roller coaster. 
And she is really brave. ‘Mumma, I 
want to go again’. So, she’s quite a dare-
devil like that,” Rani said.

Is that like you?
“Yes,” said the proud mother, who 

is married to filmmaker Aditya Chopra.
As a mother, patience is one virtue 

that Rani has realised about herself.
“When you are a working profes-

sional and when you’re working round 
the clock, I think you forget the word 
patience. Also, I think we as actors are 
used to the phenomenon because a lot 
of times we are waiting for shots in the 
vanity vans and waiting, waiting, wait-
ing till the next shot comes.

“Being a mother I realised there’s 
no time to sit ideal. For me, it’s 24*7 
work and attention. The only time 
when Adira will not need attention is 
when she is in deep sleep. The rest of 
the time I have to be all attentive for 
her.”

Rani is glad she was able to break 
the cliche around actresses who 
become mothers. It was her husband 
who pushed her to work.

But what about being directed by 
him?

“I think there are some things that 
we should just leave for later... Prob-
ably Adira will make that phenomenon 
happen... I guess, all in time.”

IANS

Dear Kati
A sister like you is only 
made for people who are 
blessed and fortunate like 
us. The bond we shared is 
as cherished as it is irre-
placeable. We r so grateful 
that we have such a 
thoughtful sister like u.

On this special day, 
we wish you much joy, 
wonder and love in the 
years to come.

Once again wishing u 
‘A Happy Born Day’

From loving Sisters

Dearest Vina
Many Many happy 
returns of the day.

From love ones

L
egendary singer 
Aretha Franklin’s 
funeral will be held 
on August 31 in 
her hometown of 

Detroit.
The late singer’s publicist 

Gwendolyn Quinn on Friday 
said that the funeral, to be 
held at Greater Grace Temple, 
is limited to the family and 
friends of the ‘Queen of Soul’, 
reports hollywoodreporter.
com.

Public viewings will take 
place on August 28-29 at the 
Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History.

Franklin will be en-
tombed at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Detroit, along 
with her father C.L. Franklin, 
sisters Carolyn Franklin and 
Erma Franklin, brother Cecil 
Franklin and nephew Tho-
mas Garrett.

Franklin died on Thurs-
day at her home in Detroit 
from pancreatic cancer. She 
was 76.

In a professional career 
that spanned more than half 
a century, Franklin’s songs 
were not just chart-toppers, 
but also gave out a message.

Her song “Respect” was 
a call to arms, while “(You 
make me feel like) A natu-
ral woman” was an earthy 
expression of sexuality and 

“Think” was a rallying cry for 
women fed up with loutish 
men. She even won a Golden 
Globe award for “Never 
gonna break my faith”.

As the first woman 
admitted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame, she had 88 
Billboard chart hits during 
the rock era, the top among 
female vocalists. At the peak 
of her career -- from 1967 to 
1975 -- she had more than 
two dozen Top 40 hits.

IANS

2:00 PM, 8:00 PM: 
GOLD (Hindi)

11:00 AM, 5:00 PM
SATYAMEV JAYATE (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

KG-2744



Madrid, Aug. 18 (IANS): Real Madrid 
head coach Julen Lopetegui needs 
his side to kick off their La Liga cam-
paign with a convincing win when 
they entertain Getafe at the Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium on Sunday night.

Real Madrid’s 2-4 defeat to Atletico 
Madrid in Wednesday’s European Su-
percup final has set alarm bells ringing 
after a summer which saw Zinedine 
Zidane step down as coach to be re-
placed by the former Spain coach and 
Cristiano Ronaldo move to sign for 
Juventus, reports Xinhua news agency.

The only new faces so far in the 
Madrid squad are right back Alvaro 
Odriozoloa and 18-year-old Brazilian 
winger Vinicius Jr, who was actually 
signed a year ago. Consequently the 
pro-Real Madrid press have spent the 
past 48 hours focusing on who the 
club could sign before the transfer 
window shuts at the end of August.

Valencia striker Rodrigo, a former 

Real Madrid B-team player, could be 
the favorite, but there will be no new 
arrivals before Getafe visit the Ber-
nabeu and Lopetegui will once again 
look to Marco Asensio, Gareth Bale 
and Karim Benzema to fill his attack 
on Sunday.

Bale and Benzema combined 
well for the Frenchman to score on 
Wednesday, although Bale faded after 
halftime and Benzema tended to drop 
too deep. Meanwhile Asensio was 

unfortunate not to hit the target with 
several decent efforts.

Should their fortunes change and 
Madrid win with ease, it will ease the 
pressure on Lopetegui, while at the 
same time making his long term job 
harder by persuading club president 
Florentino Perez he doesn’t need to 
dip into the transfer market again this 
summer.

The closure of the Italian transfer 
market means Croatian midfielder 
Luka Modric will not be moving to 
Inter Milan this summer and the 
Croatian will probably start on Sun-
day, while there is a slight doubt over 
midfielder Casemiro who limped out 
of Wednesday’s game.

Lopetegui’s biggest decision this 
weekend will be whether he continues 
with Keylor Navas in goal or decides to 
give a debut to Belgian international 
Thibaut Courtois, who arrived from 
Chelsea a fortnight ago.
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Julen Lopetegui

Fernando Alonso

AP/PTI

Roger Federer, of Switzerland, acknowledges the crowd after defeating Stan Wawrinka, of Switzerland, in a 
quarterfinal match at the Western & Southern Open tennis tournament in Mason, Ohio on Fri, Aug. 17.

Eight-time Olympic champion Usain Bolt reacts as he arrives at Sydney 
Airport ahead of his trial at the Central Coast Mariners soccer club in 
Australia on Sat. Aug. 18, 2018.

The winning team with KSON officials after the final match at Ahthibung local ground on Sat. Aug. 18.

Federer wears down Wawrinka to 
maintain mastery over compatriot

Alonso move to 
IndyCar would be 
fantastic, drivers say

Bengaluru FC announce 30-man squad for AFC Cup knock-outs

Schalke beat Schweinfurt 
2-0 in German Cup

Usain Bolt arrives in Australia 
to train with football team

Kuki Students’ Organisation penalty shoot-out held

Coach Lopegegui needs goals as Real Madrid begin La Liga campaignDr. T Ao award: Union chips 
in support for football coach

Halep into semis after 
eighth straight win

Cincinnati, Aug. 18 (Re-
uters): Roger Federer con-
tinued his mastery over 
Stan Wawrinka, but not 
before getting a fright en 
route to a 6-7(2) 7-6(6) 6-2 
quarter-final victory at the 
Cincinnati Masters on Fri-
day.

Federer upped his 
career record against his 
Swiss compatriot to 21-3.

A match that started 
with a low key atmosphere 
developed into a cracking 
affair when Federer took 
the second set tiebreak as 
lightning reverberated near 
the stadium.

Play was finally halted 
two points into the third 
set. Federer was in a differ-
ent class once the match 
resumed after a short delay.

While Federer narrowly 
avoided an early exit, an-
other high seed was sent 
packing, as number four 
Juan Martin del Potro fell to 
diminutive Belgian David 
Goffin 7-6(5) 7-6(4).

Goffin closed out a tight 
match with a backhand 
winner down the baseline.

His reward is a Saturday 
evening semi-final against 
Federer, while the other 
last four clash will match 
former world number one 
Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
against Croatia’s Marin 
Cilic.

It was a busy day for 
10th seeded Djokovic, who 
came from behind to oust 
defending champion Grig-
or Dimitrov of Bulgaria 2-6 
6-3 6-4 in the conclusion of 
a third round match carried 

over from Thursday.
Only a couple of hours 

later, Djokovic stopped Mi-
los Raonic 7-5 4-6 6-3, im-
proving his career record 
to a perfect 9-0 against the 
Canadian.

“I’m very pleased with 
my fighting spirit and 
staying mentally tough to 
overcome deficits in both 
matches,” Djokovic said.

“Obviously the match 
against Dimitrov yesterday 
didn’t start so well for me. 
He started tremendously 
well. We were not the only 
ones (dealing with inter-
ruptions), but it just makes 
it harder, because you’re 
warming up, you’re cooling 

down.
“We went home around 

10.30, came back this morn-
ing again to play him, and 
then (had a) couple hours 
of rest.

“And to go back on the 
court again against Raonic, 
who was serving 140-plus 
miles (per hour) from the 
first game, that got me go-
ing, for sure, from the be-
ginning.”

Former champion Cilic 
made his way to the semi-
finals with a 7-6(5) 3-6 6-4 
third-round win over Rus-
sia’s Karen Khachanov be-
fore toppling Spaniard Pab-
lo Carreno Busta 7-6(7) 6-4.

Earlier Friday, world 

number two Federer, bid-
ding for his eighth Cincin-
nati title, outlasted Leon-
ardo Mayer of Argentina 6-1 
7-6(6) in the third round.

Playing in his first tour-
nament since Wimbledon, 
Federer lost just four first-
serve points and did not 
face a break point in the 
match.

Mayer had a chance to 
force a third set, but Fe-
derer held on to win his 
third consecutive meeting 
with the Argentine as play-
ers double up in matches 
in the rain-delayed tourna-
ment.

Wawrinka beat Marton 
Fucsovics of Hungary 6-4 

Dimapur, Aug. 18 (EMN): 
The Kuki Students’ Organi-
sation Nagaland (KSON) 
organised a one-day pen-
alty shootout tournament 
under the aegies of KSON 
Sports Committee at Aht-
hibung local ground on Sat. 
Aug. 18.

KSON issued a press 
release on Saturday.

Special guest Seilun 
Singson (Deputy Ranger, 
Ahthibung Beat) kicked off 
the tournament at 12 noon.

In the final match, 
Songlhuh Youth and Stu-
dents’ Union (SYSU) de-
feated Christian School 
Ahthibung (CSA) 3-2.

Berlin, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Schalke progressed to the 
second round of the Ger-
man Cup football competi-
tion after overcoming lower 
league side Schweinfurt 2-0, 
thanks to the goals from 
Nabil Bentaleb and Adam 
Jabiri.

Fourth division side 
Schweinfurt gave last sea-
son’s runner up Schalke a 
hard time but Nabil Ben-
taleb’s opener and Adam 
Jabiri’s own goal smoothed 
the way for the expected 
but hard earned victory on 
Friday, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Schalke assumed con-
trol from the kick off and 
were able to threaten the 
hosts through Guido Burg-
staller, who pulled wide 
from close range in the 7th 
minute.

As the match pro-
gressed Schalke lacked in 
ideas to overcome Sch-
weinfurt’s well-positioned 
defence.

Hence, the Bundesliga 
side had to wait until the 
24th minute before Sch-

weinfurt’s Arne Aarnink 
felled Amine Harit inside 
the box to cause a foul play 
penalty. Nabil Bentaleb 
stepped up and converted 
the penalty into the bot-
tom left corner to open the 
scoring.

S c h w e i n f u r t  k e p t 
Schalke at a distance but 
failed to pose any threat 
within the first 45 minutes.

After the restart, Do-
menico Tedesco’s men 
were in full control of the 
proceedings on the pitch, 
still they were only able to 
establish a narrow 1-0 lead.

Things changed in the 
75th minute when Schalke 
sealed the deal as Adam 
Jabiri deflected Matija 
Nastsic’s header into his 
own goal to make it 2-0 on 
the scoreboard.

Elsewhere, second divi-
sion side Darmstadt edged 
Magdeburg on the sole 
goal from Tobias Kempe; 
meanwhile third division 
club Wehen Wiesbaden 
eliminated second divi-
sion side St. Pauli 3-2 in 
overtime.

Sydney, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Eight-time Olympic cham-
pion Usain Bolt arrived in 
Australia on Saturday to 
train with professional Aus-
tralian football club Central 
Coast Mariners, the club 
said in a statement.

Bolt, who will be in the 
country for an indefinite 
period, was greeted by re-
porters and fans on his ar-
rival here, where the sprint 
legend said he was confi-
dent of making the jump 
to professional football, 
reports Efe.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for me. The Central 

Coast Mariners have given 
me a great opportunity and 
I’m just going to come here 
and do my best,” the Jamai-
can said.

“I always put my best 
foot forward and I’m going 
to show the world what I’m 
made of,” he added.

Bolt is scheduled to start 
training with the club on 
Tuesday, coinciding with 
his 32nd birthday.

Bolt had also trained 
with German club Borussia 
Dortmund, South African 
club Sundowns and Nor-
way’s Stromsgodset after he 
retired from athletics.

D i m a p u r,  A u g .  1 8 
(EMN): A union has de-
nounced what it stated 
was the discrimination 
meted out to a football 
coach to deny him the 
Dr. T Ao Sports Award. 

The Khughovi Local 
Students’ Union (KLSU) 
issued a press release on 
Sat. Aug. 18, through its 
president and general 
secretary, criticizing the 
state for what it stated a 
football coach Mughato 
Sumi being denied the 
award. The union stat-
ed that the coach had 
brought laurels to the 
state and the country.

The press release 
also stated that Mugha-
to Sumi is a recipient 
of the Governor’s Gold 
Medal for 2015, and 
also a recipient of other 
awards in the field of 
football at both national 
and international levels. 

The union ques-
tioned the chief min-
ister of Nagaland as to 
why Mughato Sumi 
was denied the Dr. T Ao 
Sports Award.

The union won-
dered if there were cri-
teria based on com-
munity or “Is it that in 
Nagaland, results and 
achievements are not 
recognized through 
merit but through fa-
voritism which was the 
case in respect of Mu-
ghato Sumi.” 

The KLSU has re-
quested the chief min-
ister to thoroughly in-
vestigate as to why ‘this 
type of partiality’ had 
been meted out.

The union hoped 
that the matter may be 
taken on priority ‘so 
that justice may prevail’ 
for citizens to ‘believe in 
the government.’

Bengaluru, Aug. 18 (IANS): 
Bengaluru FC announced 
their 30-man squad for the 
AFC Cup knock-out rounds, 
as they gear up to take on 
Turkmenistan’s champions 
Altyn Asyr FK in the first leg 
of the inter-zone semi-final, 
at the Sree Kanteerava Sta-
dium on August 22.

The squad, which re-
turned from a two-week 
Spanish tour, regrouped 
at the Bengaluru Football 
Stadium on Friday ahead of 
their big game next week, 
a statement from the club 
said.

“We have returned from 
a very satisfying pre-season 
tour of Spain and it all builds 
up to two important AFC 
Cup games we will be play-
ing in the span of a week,” 

said Bengaluru head coach 
Carles Cuadrat who is set to 
take charge for the first time 
in a competitive fixture for 
the southern outfit.

“The boys have done ev-
erything we asked of them 
over the last one month. 
Now it is about being com-
petitive and giving our best 
shot in these games.” 

Bengaluru who clinched 
the South Zone title for the 
second successive season 
in a dramatic fashion are 
up against Group-D cham-
pions Altyn Asyr, who in a 
similar manner toppled last 
year’s runners-up FC Istiklol 
Dushanbe from Tajikistan 
to seal their berth in the 
knockouts.

Miku, who netted a 
staggering twenty goals last 

season, was not named in 
the squads for the prelimi-
nary and play-off as well as 
the group stages of the com-
petition, but 
is set to 
feature 
f o r 
B e n -
galuru 
F C 
on the 
c o n t i -
n e n t a l 
stage for 
the first 
time. 

J o i n -
ing him are 
Juanan Gonza-
lez and Erik Paartalu 
(Asian player) who have 
been the mainstay in the 
squad along with new sign-

ing Xisco Hernandez as the 
overseas players.

While Dimas Delgado 
misses out due to an injury 

sustained in 
S p a i n , 

C u a d -
r a t  i s 
hope-
ful Xis-
co will 

provide 
the flair 
in his ab-
sence. “A 
m u s c l e 

i n j u r y 
meant  we 

had to take the 
tough decision of 

leaving Dimas out. 
Xisco, who replaces him, 

has some good qualities 
and provides a good option 

for us. He has been working 
hard during the pre-season 
and has blended in quickly,” 
added Cuadrat.

Keeping faith in youth, 
Cuadrat has also named 
thirteen boys from Bengal-
uru FC B -- twelve of whom 
played in the 2nd Division 
League last season while six 
are graduates from the U18 
side of the BFC Residential 
Academy. 

Four of those six fea-
tured for the club in the U18 
Youth League last season as 
well, while the duo of Nam-
gyal Bhutia and Naorem 
Roshan Singh plied their 
trade for Indian Arrows in 
the I-League on loan from 
the Blues before returning 
for the 2nd Division League 
campaign.

The Squad
Goalkeepers: Gurpre-

et Singh Sandhu, Soram 
Poirei, Aditya Patra

Defenders:  Juanan 
Gonzalez, Rahul Bheke, 
Harmanjot Khabra, Sairuat 
Kima, Rino Anto, Nishu 
Kumar, Asheer Akhtar, Gur-
simrat Singh Gill, Biswa 
Darjee, Rakesh Oram

Mi d f i e l d e r s :  X i s c o 
Hernandez, Erik Paarta-
lu, Robinson Singh, Bidy-
ananda Singh, Boithang 
Haokip, Kean Lewis, Al-
tamash Sayed, Ajay Chhe-
tri, Naorem Roshan Singh, 
Namgyal Bhutia, Laleng-
zama Vangchhia, Myron 
Mendes, Leon Augustine

Forwards: Sunil Chhe-
tri, Thongkhosiem Haokip, 
Miku, Udanta Singh.

World number one Simona 
Halep pulled double duty at 
the weather-hit Cincinnati 
Masters in Ohio on Friday, 
beating Ashleigh Barty then 
Lesia Tsurenko to claim a 
place in the semi-finals.

Halep will meet Aryna 
Sabalenka on Saturday for 
a place in the final after the 
unseeded Belarusian saved 
10 break points en route to 
a 6-3 6-4 victory over Ameri-
can Madison Keys.

The other semi-final 
will pit Petra Kvitova against 
unseeded Kiki Bertens of 
the Netherlands.

After beating Australian 
Barty 7-5 6-4 earlier in the 
day, Halep took her winning 
streak to eight matches with 
a 6-4 6-1 win over Tsurenko, 
who had triple break point 
to take a 5-1 lead in the first 
set but could not capitalise 
and saw the match swing 
away from her.

The top seed was un-
stoppable once she found 
her rhythm and confidence, 
winning 11 of the final 12 
games to continue her win-
ning streak stretching back 
to last week’s Rogers Cup.

“It was a tough day,” 
said the Romanian. “I’m re-
ally tired but I’m happy that 

I could win both.
“After I won Montreal, 

I said that I want to come 
here to win some more 
matches, because after win-
ning a title is always the 
feeling that ‘let’s do more.’”

Her semi-final oppo-
nent Sabalenka had staved 
off match points in her 
two previous matches and 
managed to do it again on 
Friday, using her big serve 
to wriggle out of trouble 
against 13th seeded Keys.

Eighth seed Kvitova re-
covered from going down 
an early break in the third 
set to beat Belgian Elise 
Mertens 7-5 5-7 6-3.

“Luckily I (had) good 
second serves, which was 
very important for me to 
put it back to the court and 
play some rallies,” said the 
Czech.

“I really need to play 
more aggressive. That’s how 
I made those important 
points.”

Bertens trailed 4-1 in 
the opening set against 
Ukrainian fifth seed Elina 
Svitolina but it was one-
way traffic once the Dutch 
player’s serve clicked into 
gear and she closed out the 
match 6-4 6-3.

North Carolina, Aug. 18 
(Reuters): If double For-
mula One world champion 
Fernando Alonso moves to 
IndyCar next year it would 
be fantastic for the sport, 
two of the U.S. circuit’s top 
drivers said on Friday.

The 37-year-old Span-
iard is retiring from For-
mula One at the end of the 
season and all signs point 
to him racing in the India-
napolis 500 again next year.

“I don’t think he hon-
estly has made a decision,” 
four-times IndyCar cham-
pion Scott Dixon told Re-
uters television. “But if he 
comes to IndyCar I think 
will be fantastic for the 
sport.

“For Alex (2016 Indy 
500 winner Alexander Ros-
si) and myself it’s another 
competitor that we love to 
race against,” added New 
Zealander Dixon, the 2008 
Indy 500 champion who is 
leading the IndyCar points 
race again this year.

Alonso, a double Mo-

naco Grand Prix winner 
who won the Le Mans 24 
Hours on his debut in June, 
reportedly will seek to win 
the Indianapolis 500 next 
year to complete the “Triple 
Crown of Motorsport”.

The Spaniard made his 
Indy 500 debut last year, 
leading the race for 27 laps 
and was running seventh 
with 21 laps remaining 
when his engine failed.

Rossi, who narrowly 
trails Dixon for the IndyCar 
points lead, said Alonso’s 
interest in IndyCar showed 
the validity of the series.

“It shows that there’s 
huge interest from really 
a global standpoint, from 
competitors in what is per-
ceived as the pinnacle to 
be interested in coming to 
IndyCar and obviously he 
expressed that interest and 
loved his experience in Indy 
500,” Rossi said. “I think it’s 
a really strong thing for the 
growth and just the strength 
of this series and where we 
are at right now.”  

6-3 in their third-round 
match.

Fourth seed Del Potro 
overcame Australian Nick 
Kyrgios 7-6(4) 6-7(6) 6-2.

Goffin did not face a 
break point in defeating 
sixth seed Kevin Anderson 
of South Africa 6-2 6-4 in 76 
minutes.

The winning team re-
ceived a cash prize of INR 
6000 which was handed 

over by the Vice President 
Henkhogin of KSON. 

20 teams from various 

Kuki villages in Ahthibung 
circle participated in the 
tournament.
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Sechu Zubza players celebrate after scoring their third goal through 
Shurhosul, against Khriekesa FC in Kohima on Sat. Aug. 18.

EM Images

The organising members of Dimapur Football League with advisors, DDFA and DDFRA officials at the 
DDSC Stadium on Sat. Aug. 18.

EM Images

Fireworks explode over the main stadium during the opening ceremony of the 18th Asian Games in 
Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. Aug. 18.

PTI

The Indian contingent led by javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra parade during the opening ceremony of the 
Asian Games 2018 at Gelora Bung Karno, in Jakarta on Sat. Aug. 18.

PTI

Newcastle United's Javier Manquillo, left, presses Cardiff City's Josh Mur-
phy during their English Premier League soccer match at the Cardiff City 
Stadium in Wales on Sat. Aug. 18.

Juventus' Cristiano Ronaldo warms up prior to the Serie A soccer match 
against Chievo Verona at the Bentegodi Stadium in Verona, Italy on Sat. 
Aug. 18.

Indonesia celebrates heritage, traffic and world 
peace at energetic Asiad opening ceremony

Sechu Zubza thrash Khriekesa FC 4-0 to remain on top of KFL

Dimapur Football League to commence from Sep. 14

Kenedy misses penalty as 
Newcastle and Cardiff draw 0-0

Ronaldo warms up to huge 
cheers ahead of Juventus debut

Boxing: Medics call for mandatory suspensions 
and scans to protect knocked out fighters
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Jakarta, Aug. 18 (PTI): A 
presidential dig at their traf-
fic woes, a colourful display 
of their cultural heritage 
and a message for world 
peace -- Indonesia mixed 
it up all for a vibrant and 
slick opening ceremony for 
the 18th Asian Games here 
today.

Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo was shown 
taking a motorcycle to the 
stadium after his convoy 
was stuck in one of Jakarta's 
infamous traffic jams.

The footage, played 
out on the stadium's giant 
screen, had Widodo grab-
bing hold of a motorbike to 
whiz past the stranded ve-
hicles and take the narrow 
lanes to make the stadium 
in time.

A helmet-clad biker, 
presented to be the Presi-
dent, eventually appeared 
at the stadium before 
Widodo revealed himself at 
the dignitaries stands amid 
loud cheers from the crowd.

Raising the emotional 
quotient was the unified 
Korean delegation, repeat-
ing the touching images 
from the Winter Olympics, 
to once again deliver the 
message of world peace 
amid the recent diplomatic 
breakthroughs.

The two Koreas will 
field a united team in three 
events -- lightweight row-

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Aug. 18: Sechu 
Zubza is on the verge of the 
winning the 2nd Kohima 
Football League as they beat 
5th placed Khriekesa 4-0 
during their league match 
to stay on top of the Ko-
hima Football League on 
Saturday. 

With a match remain-
ing in the league, Sechu 
Zubza will only need a draw 
against 4th placed Twenty 
XI in the last match to win 
the league. Sechu Zubza 
has 23 points and Khriekesa 
FC remained in fifth place 
with 13 points. While 2nd 
placed defending cham-
pions Ziekiezuo SC has 21 
points and New Market in 
third with 19 points.

Khriekesa FC were paid 

for the lack of finishing de-
spite the numerous chances 
that came their way as Se-
chu converted from set-
pieces to finish the game 

with a win. 
Playing at the Kohima 

local ground, Sechu Zub-
za took the lead through 
Neikhotso Nagi in the 7th 

Cardiff (Wales), Aug. 18 
(AP): Brazilian Kenedy 
missed a last-minute pen-
alty as 10-man Newcastle 
wasted the chance to beat 
Cardiff on Saturday, both 
teams picking up their first 
point of the Premier League 
season following a goalless 
draw.

Newcastle looked set to 
steal all three points when 
a penalty was awarded in 
added time, but Kenedy - 
who could have been sent 
off in the first half - couldn't 
capitalize as Cardiff goal-
keeper Neil Etheridge saved 
his second penalty in as 
many league matches.

Promoted Cardiff had 
appeared the more likely to 
win when Newcastle mid-
fielder Isaac Hayden was 
sent off midway through the 
second half.

Much of the goalmouth 
action came in the opening 
stages with Kenedy and 
Ayoze Perez testing Ether-
idge, while Perez also 
displayed his worth at 
the other end, clear-
ing a goalbound Sol 
Bamba header away 
from goal.

Kenedy was for-
tunate to avoid a red 
card when he lashed out at 
Cardiff midfielder Victor Ca-
marasa with a petulant kick 
10 minutes before halftime, 
but Newcastle's luck ran out 
after the break.

Hayden was left be-
mused as referee Craig 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 18:  The 
Dimapur Football league 
(DFL) which is organised 
by the Naga United Foot-
ball Club under the aegis of 
Dimapur District Football 
Association (DDFA) is set to 
begin from Sep. 14 till Oct. 
27 at the DDSC Stadium.

Addressing the media at 
DDSC Stadium on Aug. 18, 
the organisers said that the 
objective of the DFL was to 
“stage the most competitive 
and compelling league” 
with talented players of Na-
galand. 

An organiser also in-
formed that DFL aims to 
reshape the scenario of 
football in Dimapur district 
by providing a platform 
to fresh and experienced 
football enthusiasts and 
players and “bring back the 
lost glory.”

“The DFL aims to adopt 
the highest standards to 
promote football and we 
are committed to work un-
der the guidance of DDFA 
and Dimapur District Foot-
ball Referee Association 
(DDFRA),” the organisers 
said.

Member of DDFA, Tsen-
thungo Lotha said that the 
DDFA was ready to provide 
all possible support and as-
sistance to the organisers. 
The same support was also 
agreed by the DDFRA.

The organisers  in-
formed that the forms for 
registration have started 
and the last date of issuing 
the forms will be Aug. 25.  

Interested clubs have 
been informed to con-
t a c t  m o b i l e  n u m b e r s 
8575394092/8730003333 
or visit DDSC Stadium at 
Room no 8.

minute as Petevizo Kezieo 
assisted him to find the back 
of the net. 

Velukho Rhakho almost 
scored a goal for Khriekesa 
FC when his teammate 
latched a through ball inside 
the area and over kick the 
ball over the keeper but the 
defender was there to clear 
the ball in the 21st minute. 

Vimelie's header was 
saved by Zubza's goalkeep-
er minutes later to keep the 
team the lead.

K h i u w a n g b o 
Kaur inthah latches  a 
throughball into Shurho-
sul’s path and his shot was 
deflected by the opponent 
defender Neilabeituo Shuya 
into its own net. 

The first half ended 2-0 
in favour of Sechu Zubza. 

Khriekesa FC looked 
tired in the second half as 
they failed to make much 
impact while Sechu Zubza 
defended the score.

Vekhruto got his share of 
scoring when he came one 
on one with the keeper but 
failed to beat the keeper in 
the 61st minute.

Shurhosul Zhotso then 
scored in the 82nd minute 
and Hanglen Chang tapped 
in the fourth goal in 87th 
minute to finish the game. 

Meanwhile, the league 
will be suspended for two 
days i.e., from Aug. 20- 21 
the organisers have in-
formed while the league 
will resume on Aug. 22. The 
fixtures for the remaining 
matches will be updated 
soon.

ing, dragon boat racing and 
women's 5x5 basketball. 
The flag was a unity banner, 
a light blue representation 
of the Korean peninsula on 
a white background. It was 
first seen at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics and also at the 
Asian Games staged in the 
South Korean city of Busan 
in 2002 and in Doha in 2006.

"We are all here to cel-
ebrate diversity, we are all 
here to celebrate differ-
ences, we are all here to 
celebrate humanity," Or-

ganising Committee Presi-
dent Erick Thohir said in his 
speech.

Young Javelin thrower 
Neeraj Chopra, the flag 
bearer, led the Indian con-
tingent with players arriv-
ing in blue suits, smiling 
and with small flags in their 
hands, waving to the crowd.

Much to the relief of 
Kuwait athletes, they were 
allowed to participate in the 
athletes' parade under their 
own flag after International 
Olympic Committee lifted 

their suspension, just 48 
hours ago. The government 
interference had forced IOC 
to suspend their NOC.

The loudest cheers, 
however, were reserved for 
the host nation, who ar-
rived last, led by swimmer 
Gede Siman Sudartawa 
and basketball player Arki 
Wisnu.

Olympic Council of Asia 
President Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Sabah then addressed 
the packed stadium and 
was delighted that his own 

country Kuwait partici-
pated under country's flag. 
He also appreciated the 
harmony between the two 
Korean nations.

Widodo then declared 
the Games Open.

In Palembang, which 
will host shooting and ten-
nis disciplines among oth-
ers, the athletes watched 
the opening ceremony on 
a giant screen, installed at 
the main football arena.

A team of visual artists 
from Jakarta and Bandung, 

West Java transformed the 
stadium's front area into 
a huge stage, designed to 
look like a lush mountain 
surrounded by the coun-
try's unique plants and 
flowers.

The ceremony opened 
with the traditional 'Sa-
man' dance, which has 
been listed by UNESCO in 
its Representative List of In-
tangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity. The dance 
has its origins in the Gayo 
ethnic community of the 

Aceh province.
Performed by over 

2200 school children, it 
welcomed the athletes 
from the region for a sport-
ing extravaganza which is 
considered second to only 
Olympics in participation 
even though the countries 
involved stand at 45.

The athletes involved 
in the two-week long show 
will be over 11,000.

The musical extrava-
ganza's highlight tonight 
was Indonesian singer Ang-

gun Cipta Sasmi, whose 
popularity graph has been 
on the rise in the country.

Along with Anggun, re-
nowned local musicians 
Raisa, Tulus, Edo Kon-
dologit, Putri Ayu, Fatin, 
GAC, Kamasean and Via 
Vallen also enthralled the 
jam-packed stadium with 
their performances on a 
spectacular stage.

Legendary Indonesian 
athletes, who have been 
carrying the torch across 
the country, brought it to 
its final destination dur-
ing the ceremony which is 
believed to have cost the 
organisers USD 55 million.

The relay had begun 
on July 15 at Major Dhyan-
chand National Stadium in 
New Delhi and came to the 
Indonesian capital after 
being carried in 53 cities 
across the country in the 
past month.

Former shuttler Susi 
Susanti,  who won the 
women's singles gold for 
Indonesia at the 1992 Bar-
celona Olympics, lit the 
cauldron which marked the 
opening of the Games amid 
the trademark fireworks.

Red was the dominant 
colour of the ceremony 
where Indonesia show-
cased its origins in a spec-
tacular song and dance 
show which never lacked 
in energy.  

Verona (Italy), Aug. 18 (AP): Cristiano Ronaldo warmed 
up at Chievo Verona with crowd-pleasing ball tricks 
ahead of his competitive debut for Juventus in the Serie 
A opener on Saturday. Juventus fans cheered Ronaldo's 
every touch.

Saturday's game at the Stadio Bentegodi is sold out 
and there were long queues to get in more than three 
hours before the 1600 GMT kickoff. The team bus carry-
ing Ronaldo and his Juventus teammates was greeted by 
huge cheers, with fans crowding onto the balconies of 
the stadium. Ronaldo stunned the soccer world when he 
moved from Real Madrid to Juventus in July in a Serie A 
record 112 million euro (then $131.5 million) deal.

Pawson sent him off - 20 
minutes after he'd come on 
as a halftime substitute - for 
a tackle on Josh Murphy 
that appeared to have little 

malicious intent.
Cardiff 

w a s  u n a b l e t o 
capitalize on the advan-
tage and it was Newcastle 
who pressed late on. Japan 
striker Yoshinori Muto, a 
late substitute, won a pen-
alty when his cross struck 
the hand of home defender 
Sean Morrison.

Kenedy stepped up for 
virtually the last kick of the 
game and had his tame 
attempt kept out by Ether-
idge, who also saved Cal-
lum Wilson's spot-kick a 
week earlier during Cardiff's 

opening-day defeat to 
Bournemouth.

The penalty miss 
completed a disappoint-
ing performance from 
midfielder Kenedy, who is 

on loan from Chelsea.
Other matches

Everton 2-Southampton 1
Leicester City 2-Wolver-
hampton Wanderers 0

Tottenham Hotspur 3-Ful-
ham 1

West Ham United 1-Bour-
nemouth 2 

Stockholm, Aug. 18 (Reuters): Ringside 
doctors in combat sports such as boxing 
and mixed martial arts (MMA) have called 
for suspensions and examinations for fight-
ers who get knocked out to ensure they 
have enough time to recover before they 
fight again.

Many state athletic commissions in the 
United States already impose suspensions 
of 30, 60 or 90 days but Dr. John Neidecker 
of the Association of Ringside Physicians 
(ARP) told Reuters that more needs to be 
done to protect fighters.

"We want to increase awareness and 
educate those involved in combat sports 
about the best practices in concussion man-
agement and help bring them into combat 
sports," he said.

"These guidelines (about universal 
mandatory suspensions) could potentially 
decrease the incidence of long-term neuro-
logical problems in combat sports athletes."

The ARP also wants fighters who have 
suffered knockouts to be examined and 
cleared by specialist doctors before they 
fight again, as well as changes to how post-
fight examinations are done.

"They should take place in a quiet en-
vironment, like a dressing room, not just 
at ringside. This practice typically does not 
happen at events where there is a single 
physician covering," Neidecker said.

The ARP consensus report also calls for 

fighters to follow a gradual progression of 
activity when returning to their sport after 
a concussion or knockout.

With former American footballers suing 
the National Football League over long-
term brain damage and concerns about 
head injuries in sports such as rugby and 
soccer, the issue is a hot topic.

"Combat sports are inherently different 
then non-combat sports in both objec-
tive and head impact exposure. Therefore 
guidelines in concussion management 
should be more conservative in combat 
sports," Neidecker explained.

Professional boxer Steve Collins Junior, 
who is scheduled to fight Steven Ward for 
the Celtic light heavyweight title at Belfast's 
Windsor Park on Saturday, said he would 
welcome such a move.

"I definitely think there should be a 
mandatory suspension of at least two 
months, and then a brain scan," the 28-year-
old told Reuters.

Collins has a pro record of 12 wins, one 
draw and one loss by decision, with four of 
those wins coming by knockout or technical 
knockout.

"If you get knocked out, it should defi-
nitely be assessed and not just taken out of 
the ring - assessed by a doctor, given some 
time off to recover mentally and physically, 
and then maybe another brain scan before 
you enter the ring again," he added.  


