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Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the 

readers especially the 
Sangtam community 
on the occasion of  

Hunapongpi. 
May this festival usher 
in peace and blessings 

for all.

PTI
Namita Kaul, daughter of former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, during his cremation with full state 
honour, at Rashtriya Smriti Sthal in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI
Rescue workers search for the bodies of missing persons after a landslide, triggered by heavy rains and 
floods, at Nenmara in Palakkad on Friday. 
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Kerala flood death toll 174; red alert in 12 districts
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Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aug. 17 (IANS): The death 
toll in rain-battered Kerala 
touched 174 on Friday as 
a red alert continued in 12 
districts, with the authori-
ties continuing rescue op-
erations after rains subsided 
and evacuated more survi-
vors to relief camps.

Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan had on Friday 
morning confirmed the 
death toll to be 164, but the 
figure was revised to 174 
later. 

He told the media that 
the situation arising out of 
unprecedented floods and 
subsequent havoc caused 
by turgid rivers and gushing 
waters in Kerala continues 
to be "grave".

Since August 8 when 
the rains began pounding 
the southern state, around 
2.40 lakh persons have been 
lodged in 1,568 relief camps 
across Kerala.

"The worst affected dis-
tricts include Pathanamthit-
ta, Alappuzha, Ernakulam 
and Thrissur," Vijayan said 
after a review meeting with 
state officials.

Hundreds of defence 
personnel, National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF) 
teams, helped by more than 
20 helicopters, mounted 
search and rescue opera-
tions. Fishermen along with 
their motorboats too joined 
the humanitarian efforts. 

More helicopters were 
pressed into service on Fri-
day to fly sorties for rescue 
and relief.

Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman sanc-
tioned the extra choppers, 
as people marooned in 

Neiphiu Rio sends 
Hunapongpi greetings 

Zeliangrong organisations demand arrest 
of NSCN (IM) members within 96 hours  

Imran Khan is Pakistan's new prime minister

Coup in NSCN 
(K): Chairman 
Khango 
Konyak 
impeached 

Won’t accept 
scholarship in 
instalments – 

ENCSU 

Vajpayee cremated with full military honours 

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio has greeted the Sang-
tam community on the 
occasion of Hunapongpi 
festival. 

On Friday, the chief 
minister tweeted on his 

twitter account @Neiphiu_
Rio: “Happy Hunapongpi 
to the people from Sang-
tam community. May the 
festivity bring cheer, good-
will and foster unity and 
brotherhood. #Nagaland 
#LandOfFestivals.”

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
Civil organisations from the 
Zeliangrong community 
have served yet another ul-
timatum to the government 
of India as well as the state 
government of Manipur to 
arrest three members of the 
NSCN (IM). 

According to a statement 
from the Zeliangrong Baudi 
(Assam, Manipur and Naga-
land), the organisations gave 
96 more hours for the central 
and Manipur government to 
make the arrests. The ulti-
matum was submitted to the 
Union Home Minister and 
the chief minister of Manipur 
on August 17, it informed. 

Earlier the organisa-
tions had served a 72-hour 
deadline demanding the 
arrest of Sangailung Pamei, 
CAO, Zeilad Region; Thailik 
@ Joel, deputy kilonser; and 

Khangdi, capt in the NSCN 
(IM) who were allegedly in-
volved in the ‘abduction of 
youth and student leaders 
on  August 4’ and also in the 
‘obstruction and disruption’ 
to a students’ union election 
at Tamenglong district head-
quarters on August 3.

After the expiry of the 72-
hour deadline, the organisa-
tions had imposed a 24-hour 
bandh, from August 15 to 
16th, preventing movement 
of vehicles and construction 
activities of national projects 
in Zeliangrong areas.    

According the statement, 
the government of India 
should now allow the NSCN 
(IM) – currently engaged in 
talks with New Delhi – “to 
commit such criminal activi-
ties upon the citizen taking 
advantage of the peace ne-
gotiation.”

It alleged that the cen-
tral as well as the Manipur 
government was not ‘initiat-
ing any action against those 
functionaries even after 24 
hours democratic agitation 
was launched’ which points 
to their ‘lack of seriousness 
and sincerity’ and care for 
the citizens.

“In the event of failure 
to book those functionaries 
of NSCN/GPRN (IM) within 
the 96 hours ultimatum (sic) 
shall compel the Zelian-
grong civil organisations 
to launch different intense 
forms of democratic agita-
tion particularly indefinite 
ban of national projects con-
struction works in Zelian-
grong areas for which the 
government of India and 
government of Manipur 
shall bear the entire respon-
sibility,” the statement read. 

Islamabad, Aug. 17 (IANS): Cricketer-
turned-politician Imran Khan was on 
Friday elected Pakistan's 22nd Prime 
Minister in a vote in the country's Na-
tional Assembly, three weeks after his 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party won 
the highest number of seats in the general 
election.

Khan, 65, secured 176 votes out of 
the total 272 cast in polling in the lower 
house, while his opponent Shehbaz 
Sharif of the Pakistan Muslim League-Na-
waz (PML-N) got 96 votes, according to 
National Assembly Speaker Asad Qaiser.

Khan will take the oath of office on 
Saturday. The announcement of his elec-
tion came amid protests from opposition 
lawmakers who shouted slogans de-
nouncing alleged electoral fraud during 
the general elections. 

The Pakistan People's Party (PPP), 
the third largest party in the house that 
joined the PML-N and others in an op-
position alliance, withdrew its support for 
Shehbaz Sharif's candidature as Premier 
days before the election and abstained 
from voting, Dawn online reported. 

One member of the Jamaat-e-Islami 

(JI), which contested elections under the 
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) ban-
ner, also abstained from voting for either 
candidate.

According to Geo News, among the 
first steps the PTI-led government aims 
to take is a reshuffling of the top fed-
eral and provincial bureaucracy under 
its first 100-day plan. The strategy was 
finalized in a top-level huddle attended 
by Khan and the senior party leadership 
on Thursday. 

The reshuffle includes changing the 
chiefs of federal and provincial state insti-
tutions and officers previously appointed 
under political pressure. 

Geo News cited sources as saying 
that Khan has also decided to change the 
heads of the Federal Board of Revenue, 
Railways, Pakistan International Airlines 
and a few other institutions.

Earlier, PTI leaders spoke about the 
merger of the Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
the creation of South Punjab province 
and giving greater authority to the 
government in Balochistan, as a part of 
their plan.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 17: The 
NSCN (K) on Friday im-
peached its chairman 
Khango Konyak and re-
placed him with Yung 
Aung – the nephew of the 
late SS Khaplang – as the 
new ‘acting chairman’ of 
the organisation, accord-
ing to a Times of India 
report. 

It cited Indian intel-
ligence agencies view of 
this development “as a 
bloodless coup by Myan-
mar-origin Naga mem-
ber of NSCN (K) to throw 
out an Indian-origin Naga 
leader.”

The report also quoted 
a statement from the outfit 
that Khango was unani-
mously resolved to be im-
peached “to save the party 
from further breakdown 
and confusion.” The outfit 
has given Khango a safe 
passage to go wherever he 
likes without any harm, it 
reported.

Aung, 45 years old, 
studied in Manipur till his 
graduation and is known 
to be an expert in martial 
arts and polo.

“Khango has left the 
NSCN (K) headquarters in 
Sagaing region of Myan-
mar along with some of his 
loyalists. Few top leaders of 
Indian-origin are believed 
to have gone with Khango. 
When Khaplang, a Hemi 
Naga from Myanmar, died 
in June last year and the 
leadership was passed 
on to Khango Konyak, a 
Naga from India, it gave 

Indian government hopes 
of breakthrough with the 
outfit, the only Naga outfit 
which is outside the peace 
process, as it tries to work 
out an all-inclusive solu-
tion to the Naga political 
problem. 

“Indian security forces 
believed that would al-
ways be easier to talk to 
the leadership of Indian 
origin than that of My-
anmar. NSCN (K) abro-
gated the ceasefire with 
the Indian government in 
2015. Apart from Khango, 
the outfit’s powerful army 
commander, Niki Sumi, 
is also an Indian-origin 
Naga,” the report read. 

NSCN (K) has a cease-
fire agreement with Myan-
mar since April 2012 and 
has refrained from clashes 
since 2000, according to 
the report. Recently the 
Myanmar government 
has made it clear that it 
would not allow NSCN 
(K) to sign the national 
peace agreement if does 
not give up its demand for 
separation.

“The NSCN (K) im-
peachment statement said 
that Khango was found 
guilty of grabbing abso-
lute control of powers and 
functions without col-
lective leadership, non-
distribution of powers 
and functions exposing 
a one-man-government 
policy, which was com-
pletely in violation of the 
party’s constitution and 
discipline,” according to 
the report. 

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland Col-
lege Students' Union (ENC-
SU) has stated that it will 
not accept the post-matric 
scholarship in instalments 
unless the state government 
and the department of High-
er Education could produce 
an ‘official notification’ from 
the Union Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs stating the same. 

In a statement issued on 
Friday, the union recalled 
that the scholarship was 
‘misused by the state gov-
ernment and delayed for 
many months’ in 2016-17. It 
was only after its interven-
tion, the ENCSU stated, that 
the then state government 
could disburse the scholar-
ship in instalments.  How-
ever, this year the union will 
not accept the scholarship in 
instalments, it stated. 

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
Former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who 
passed away here at AIIMS 
on Thursday at age 93, was 
on Friday cremated with full 
military honours at Rash-
triya Smriti Sthal, where 
people turned out in tens of 
thousands to pay their final 
tributes.

Va j p a y e e ' s  f o s t e r-
daughter Namita lit the 
funeral pyre amidst the 
chanting of vedic hymns 
and firing of a 21-gun salute 
by soldiers.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind, Vice President M. 
Venkaiah Naidu and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
led a galaxy of political 
leaders cutting across party 
lines and foreign dignitar-
ies joined the rest of the 
nation in bidding adieu 
to the departed leader at 
the Rashtriya Smriti Sthal, 
a designated spot for the 
last rites of Presidents, Vice 
Presidents and Prime Min-
isters, on the banks of Ya-

muna river.
In keeping with the mili-

tary honours, three service 
chiefs placed wreaths on 
the body of Vajpayee be-
fore leaders paid their floral 
tributes. 

The tricolour that was 
wrapped around Vajpayee's 
body was removed and giv-
en to his foster granddaugh-
ter Niharika after which the 
body was handed over to 
the family for last rites.

Former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Sumitra Ma-
hajan, veteran BJP lead-
ers and Vajpayee's long-
time associates L.K. Advani 
and Murli Manohar Joshi, 
RSS Chief Mohan Bhag-
wat, Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj, 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi 
were present at the funeral.

Bhutan King Jigme Khe-
sar Namgyel Wangchuk and 
former Afghanistan Presi-

Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
case: SC to hear convict's plea 

in October | P8
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Make sure you learn well 
ok... And after you come 

home, you can teach us too.

~ Arien

dent Hamid Karzai led for-
eign dignitaries including 
Nepal's Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Pradeep Kumar Gya-
wali, Sri Lanka's Acting For-
eign Minister Lakshman Kiri-

ella and Bangladesh Foreign 
Minister Abul Hassan Mah-
mood Ali in paying homage.

Former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister and 
PDP leader Mehbooba Muf-

ti, Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar, Congress leaders 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Anand 
Sharma, Lok Sabha Deputy 
Speker M. Thambidurai, 

former Union Minister A. 
Raja, MDMK chief Vaiko 
and TMC leader Dinesh 
Trivedi were among who 
witnessed the performance 
of the last rites.

A few thousand people, 
some of whom chanted slo-
gans hailing the late leader, 
thronged the Smriti Sthal as 
the last rites took place.

Earlier, tens of thou-
sands of commoners joined 
Modi and BJP President 
Amit Shah in the final jour-
ney to bid adieu to Vajpayee 
as the former Prime Minis-
ter's body was being taken 
to Rashtriya Smriti Sthal.

Vajpayee, who passed 
away at AIIMS on Thursday 
evening, had a pan-India ap-
peal and his flair for foreign 
policy and initiatives were 
acknowledged globally. 

The country observed a 
seven-day state mourning 
as a mark of respect for the 
leader was decorated with 
Bharat Ratna and was very 
popular. The tricolour is fly-
ing half-staff.

Chengannur and Cha-
lakudy could only be air-
lifted to safety.

Waters from the Periyar 
river and its tributaries kept 
many towns in Ernakulam 
and Thrissur districts sub-
merged. The worst affected 
include Paravur, Kalady, 
Chalakudy, Perumbavoor 
and Muvatupuzha.

"We have no food. There 
are 150 persons waiting to 
be rescued," rued a group 
of people who sent a video 
clip to TV channels from 
Chalakudy.

Thousands of people 
are still perched on high-
rise buildings waiting to be 
rescued and taken to relief 
camps. Over 50,000 people 
are lodged in the Ernakulam 
and Thrissur camps alone.

Intensity of rains, how-
ever, decreased in several 
districts since Friday morn-
ing, leading to decrease in 

water level in three big dams 
in Idukki district.

The red alert in Kasar-
gode and Thiruvanan-
thapuram districts was 
w i t h d ra w n  o n  Fr i d a y 
though the warning con-
tinued in other 12 districts 
in Kerala. 

"The only good news is 
that intensity of rains has 
come down in certain areas. 
We plan to rescue all those 
awaiting help, preferably 
by the day's end," the Chief 
Minister said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi discussed the 
flood situation with Vijayan 
over phone and told about 
his impending visit to the 
state in the evening. He will 
take an aerial survey of the 
affected areas on Saturday.

As of Friday, 16 teams 
of the Army, 28 of Coast 
Guard, 39 of NDRF and 42 
of Navy were engaged in 

rescue operations. Four-
teen more National Disaster 
Response Force teams will 
reach Kerala during the day, 
said Vijayan.

Waters in Idukki and 
Wayanad areas and certain 
areas of Pathanathitta has 
receded, he said.

"One big problem that 
rescue teams are facing is 
that some people are un-
willing to move to the relief 
camps. This is not good for 
their safety," the Chief Min-
ister added.

Many people, especially 
in Kuttanadu area, refused 
to move to the camps, Fi-
nance Minister Thomas 
Issac said. Rising waters 
though forced them to 
change their plan. 

Idukki's senior revenue 
official M.P. Vinod said that 
with lesser rains, water level 
in various dams in Idukki 
had come down.

"The biggest problem is 
disruption in telecommuni-
cation facilities... We are un-
able to communicate freely. 
All relief camps are func-
tioning well and none has 
any complaint. In Munnar, 
I am given to understand 
that the Army is restoring 
damaged roads. Another 
huge problem is spread of 
fake news, which has to be 
tackled," Vinod said.

Helicopters loaded 
with food packets took off 
from the state capital and 
dropped these in central 
districts.

Authorities in worst-
affected districts took help 
of big lorries to navigate 
flooded roads to reach those 
marooned in small pockets.

Amid the grim scenario 
in the state, there was good 
news: a pregnant woman 
Sajitha Jabeel airlifted on 
Friday morning by a Navy 
rescue team from a water-
logged place near Aluva 
delivered a baby boy at the 
Kochi Naval Base hospital 
soon after she was admit-
ted.

Meanwhile, authori-
ties in Ernakulam faced 
problems as a camp set up 
at U.C. College at Aluva, 
was overcrowded with over 
8,000 people.

Aluva legislator Anwar 
Sadat said shortage of fuel 
was hampering rescue 
as only boats were being 
pressed into service.

"Things are very bad. 
Aluva is completely ma-
rooned. People have no 
food or water. Our only sol-
ace is the numerous fisher-
men who are rescuing us.

"But now even their 

families are asking them to 
return. More defence per-
sonnel are required to speed 
up the rescue and relief," 
Sadat said while pleading 
for help.

The central district of 
Pathanamthitta is also fac-
ing destruction as overflow-
ing Pamba river has inun-
dated several towns. Ranni, 
Kozhenchery continue to be 
completely submerged.

Hundreds of fisher-
men from coastal villages 
of Thiruvananthapuram 
arrived at Pathanamthitta 
and began rescue even as 
helicopters too began to 
airlift affected persons to 
safer places.

On Friday, Achenkovil 
river overflowed into Pan-
dalam town. A boat over-
turned while carrying out 
the rescue work, but luckily 
all on board were saved.

The MeT office forecast 
lesser rains in Kerala till Sat-
urday, which should bring 
some relief to the embattled 
authorities.

Rescue operations are 
progressing well in Malap-
puram, Kozhikode and 
Wayanad. In the last two 
districts, over 20,000 camps 
have been set up. 

Major national and 
state highways, as well as 
rail traffic, continued to be 
disrupted in various parts 
of the state though more 
government buses were op-
erated from various depots 
on Friday.

Kerala is facing the 
heaviest rains and conse-
quent floods and destruc-
tion since 1924, which the 
state estimates has caused 
a loss of Rs 8,000 crore.



ASUD to construct recreational 
space at supermarket 

Bridge linking more than 
50 villages swept away  

Gov. appoints NE Swachh 
Bharat Mission ambassador

CORRECTIONS
News report under caption “Coach resents selection 
mode for Dr. T Ao Sports Award,” published in this  
daily on Aug. 16, the 10th paragraph should be read 
as ‘selection for the award should be based on achieve-
ments and not on seniority’ and not as rendered.
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Jacob Zhimomi accompanied by ADC Niuland and executive engineer PWD, Dimapur inspecting the Balijan 
Bridge that was swept away following heavy downpour at Vihokhu village.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Ao Stu-
dents Union (ASUD) will 
be constructing a rec-
reational space at Su-
permarket area in the 
coming months as part 
of projects being under-
taken in commemoration 
of the ASUD’s Golden 
Jubilee celebration which 
is scheduled to take place 
in November of this year.

Lanutoshi Aier, presi-
dent and Moayanger 
Jamir, general secretary, 
ASUD in a press release 
said that the union in 
collaboration with the 
DMC has been carrying 
out renovation works 
along the 190 metre long 
sidewalk located near 
PWD office and the site 
will soon be transformed 
into a beautiful stretch 
of modern artwork by 
a team of five talented 
artists.

They also shared their 
appreciation to DMC un-
der Moa Sangtam for pro-

viding the opportunity 
to contribute something 
worthwhile for Dimapur. 
In this regard, the Union 
also requested the good 
wishes and moral support 
of friends and volunteers 
from different communi-
ties to make this upcom-
ing project a reality for the 
people.

Extending their ut-
most gratitude to the 
DMC for doing its best 
to bring about all-round 
upliftment of the city, 
the union reposed their 
full faith in DMC under 
their administrator Moa 
Sangtam that Dimapur 
will continue to achieve 
greater milestones in days 
to come under his able 
management as he has 
proved himself as one of 
the finest administrators 
Dimapur has seen.

“Ever since he as-
sumed office, visible de-
velopments have been 
taking place in various 
parts of town. His innova-

tive and proactive leader-
ship qualities are com-
mendable in every way 
and continues to inspire 
the denizens to do our bid 
in transforming Dimapur 
into a liveable, breathable 
urban space”, they stated. 

Challenging the Di-
mapurians to take the 
lead in preserving natu-
ral resources and public 
property, the union said it 
was very disheartening to 
see damage towards basic 
amenities around town 
which have been con-
structed for public use. 

Ur g i n g  t h e  e d u -
cated young people to 
come forward and lend 
a helping hand to ini-
tiatives such as A Bet-
ter Dimapur, the Team 
Clean and Team Green, 
the ASUD encouraged 
them to contribute and 
volunteer in this cause 
as these endeavours will 
provide them a chance to 
put their years of educa-
tion to good use.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The Balijan Bridge at Vi-
hokhu village linking to 
more than 50 villages and 
also the only ‘proper’ road 
leading to Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (ADC), 
Headquarter at Niuland, 
was swept away following 
heavy downpour. 

According to a press 

release received here on 
Friday, the PHED Min-
ister Jacob Zhimomi on 
receiving information, 
rushed to the spot and 
took stock of the situation 
on Aug. 16. 

Accompanied by ADC 
Niuland and executive en-
gineer PWD of Dimapur, 
the minister inspected the 

affected areas.
The minister assured 

temporary measures so 
that light vehicles can ply. 

Zhimomi also said to 
have interacted with the 
residents of the nearby 
villages. Villagers hared 
their grievances and how 
it would affect their daily 
livelihood. 

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The national brand am-
bassador for Swachh 
Bharat Mission, PB Ach-
arya, who is also the gov-
ernor of Nagaland, ap-
pointed four members 
and a convener for the 
“North East Namaste 
States Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion” (NENSSBM). A press 
release from Raj Bhavan 
informed on Thursday.

The governor has ap-
pointed Neelam Dutta of 
Assam, Ihohal Singh of 
Manipur, Ram Pada Jama-
tia of Tripura, and Shoupen 
Phom of Nagaland as the 
brand ambassadors of 

NENSSBM while Sotai Kri 
of Arunachal Pradesh has 
been appointed as the con-
vener of the committee.

The newly appointed 
members will send quar-
terly report of their activi-
ties and initiatives along 
with photographs to the 
governor. Further, Acharya 
stated that the brand am-
bassadors for other North 
East Namaste states will 
be nominated shortly. The 
appointed members of 
NENSSBM committee will 
work in coordination with 
state committee appointed 
by respective state govern-
ment.

STATE

ENSF demands setting up inter-district check gate Livestock census from Aug. 20 
The Department of Animal Husbandry and Veteri-
nary Services (AH&VS), will be conducting a livestock 
census on Aug. 20 all over the state. The director of 
AH&VS, Dr. Aomayang Walling has informed that the 
census is in consonance with the launch of the 20th 
quinquennial livestock census all over the country. 
This census report shall reflect breed-wise popula-
tion count of livestock and poultry including fisher-
ies activities in the state and more importantly the 
economy of the farmers. In this connection, all the 
district administration, sub-divisional heads, village 
leaders, ward authorities and the general public have 
been requested to extend their cooperation to the 
departmental staff for pragmatic information. 

T-Khel to organise social 
work-cum-get together 
The Tsütuonuomia Khel of Kohima Village, will be or-
ganising a ‘social work-cum-get together’ on Aug. 25. 
The social work will commence from 8 am onwards 
and thereafter the get-together will be conducted 
at Rüzie, T Khel, Kohima Village at 2:30 pm. All the 
members are requested to participate. Tsütuonuomia 
Youth Organization and Tsütuonuomia Students’ 
Union informed its members to avoid coinciding 
any of its programmes on the particular day. For any 
queries one may contact 8794239145 and 9436434667.

Gorkhas in Kohima to observe 
Bhasa Diwas
The Gorkha Sahitya Kala Sanstha (GSKS) of Kohima 
will be observing the 27th Bhasa Diwas  on Aug. 20, 
at the Gorkha Public Panchayat  hall, Chandmari 
in  Kohima. Former president of the Gorkha Public 
Panchayat Kohima, BB Gurung will be the chief 
speaker while the former president of Gorkha Hills 
Club Kohima, Pradeep Lama will be the speaker. In 
commemoration of the occasion, the GSKSK will 
be organizing a traditional dress competition and 
extempore speech competition on the same day.  All 
president and executives of all Gorkha NGOs, GBs, 
students, public and well wishers have been invited 
to attend the programme.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug 17 (EMN): 
The Eastern Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation on Fri-
day raised serious con-
cern over the issue of the 
final draft publication of 
the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam 
and raised alarm over the 
absence of inter-district 
check post in eastern Na-
galand and said that the 
matter calls for immedi-
ate action to prevent the 
entry of any suspected 
person entering the area. 

The ENSF in a press 
release issued by its presi-
dent, Sepili Sangtam and 
social and cultural secre-
tary, Luntsuba Merr, while 
mentioning about the ab-
sence of the check posts, 
appealed the state gov-
ernment to set up inter-
district check post imme-
diately along with CCTVm 
to monitor the movement 
of any unknown persons. 

Besides, the federa-
tion also appealed the 
district administration to 
suspend issuing of fresh 
ILP other than renew-
ing and also to maintain 
a separate ILP registrar 
cell so as to curb entry of 
illegal immigrants who 
are not listed in the NRC 

published by the govern-
ment of Assam.  

Meanwhile, the ENSF 
appreciated the district 
administration of Mon, 
Tuensang, Kiphire and 
Longleng for their efforts 
in ‘strictly’ checking and 
monitoring the influx of 
illegal immigrants in the 
eastern Nagaland juris-
diction. 

The ENSF called upon 
its six federating units to 
assist and monitor the 
district administration 
within the eastern juris-
diction. 

 Saying that the issue 
have become a serious 
concern for which all the 
stakeholders should come 
together for the future 
of the Nagas, the ENSF 
stated that it has been 
working tirelessly to check 
the influx of illegal im-
migrants. 

It also mentioned that 
it federation has endorsed 
and empowered the fed-
erating units viz. Konyak 
Students’ Union, CCSU, 
YAA, USSC, PSC and KSU 
to monitor and coordi-
nate with the district ad-
ministration for effective 
implementation and ex-
ecution of the same. 

The ENSF also direct-
ed all its units to imme-
diately crosscheck all the 
Non-Local Registration 
Card (NLRC) holders with 
ILP in order to identify the 
genuine cardholders.

The federation made it 
clear that its stand is not 
against or to harass the 
genuine Indian citizens 
‘but to monitor and check 
the influx of illegal foreign 
immigrants in the inter-
est of our security and 
survival’.   

“In d i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
North-Eastern States have 
been known for the high-
est importer of foreign 
illegal foreign immigrants 
especial ly  the i l legal 
Bangladeshi immigrants 
(IBIs). The recent NRC 
drive carried out by the 
Assam Government has 
shown an alarming rise of 
IBIs in these North-East-
ern States,” the release 
stated. 

The ENSF reiterated 
its strong stand against 
the influx of the illegal for-
eign immigrants into their 
land and asserted that it 
will be committed as ever 
to defend their homeland 
tooth and nail. 

The federation warned 

that it will not hesitate to 
take extreme and coer-
cive measures if the state 
government machineries 
fail to protect its land and 
people from these illegal 
foreign immigrants. 

Saying that the eastern 
Nagaland in particular 
has been and is a safe 
corridor for influx of il-
legal immigrants, the fed-
eration stated that the 
area requires continuous 
protection of the land, 
towards which the gov-
ernment must respond to 
the current issue practi-
cally and effectively be-
fore it becomes a state 
wide problem.

The ENSF maintained 
that the Nagas should 
be ever ready to defend 
its land, rich culture and 
traditions while adding 
that the ‘Nagas cannot af-
ford to extinct in its own 
land with the rise of illegal 
foreign immigrants in the 
state’. 

“The State Govern-
ment therefore need to 
seriously and vigorously 
pursue to eradicate this 
threatening IBIs influx 
in the state,” the ENSF 
stated. 

While appealing the 

Warns of coercive measures if state govt. fails to protect its land and people
district administration 
and the government to 
immediately initiate pro-
tective mechanism, the 
federation asserted that 
it is taking the infiltration 

of IBIs in the state very 
seriously especially since 
there is imminent pos-
sibility of more inflow of 
the IBIs who missed their 
names in the NRC. 

ILP defaulters deported 
from Wokha district 

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Aug. 17: The Wokha Special Task Force (STF) 
Lotha Students’ Union conducted a surprise verifica-
tion of Inner Line Permit (ILP) holders in the district 
on Aug. 13, where 37 people without valid ILP cards 
were detained. 

The surprise verification drive was initiated af-
ter reports of many non-local citizens living in the 
town without ILP card. The defaulters were taken to 
the district prison. The judicial magistrate SDO (C) 
Wokha, Chonben Ezung, who is ILP Cell in-charge, 
informed that twenty out of the 37 defaulters could 
produce valid documents and were released after 
paying a fine as per Section 4 of the BERF Act 1873. 

The deportation of the 17 ILP defaulters was 
initiated on Aug. 14, however, due to the hectic Inde-
pendence day celebration arrangements being done, 
the detainees could be deported only on Aug. 16. 

 They were escorted to the nearest ILP free zone 
(nearest border) by the district police and Dobashis 
and accompanied by officials from the Lotha Stu-
dents’ Union. 

 Meanwhile, it was informed that the district ad-
ministration will occasionally conduct such surprise 
checking in the district so as to eradicate as well as to 
authenticate the genuineness Indian citizens resid-
ing in the district as per the ILP guidelines. 

Scholars talk on ‘A Naga Odyssey: Visier’s Long Way Home’

‘Book discussion’ session being held at the Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi.

D i m a p u r, Au g u s t  1 7 
(EMN): The Naga Scholars’ 
Association (NSA) con-
ducted a session on ‘book 
discussion’ titled ‘A Naga 
Odyssey: Visier’s Long Way 
Home’ on Aug. 16 at the Ja-
waharlal Nehru University 
campus in New Delhi. 

According to a press re-
lease from the association 
informed that president 
of the NSA, Dr. Zuchamo 
Yanthan opened the ses-
sion by introducing the au-
thor of the book Dr. Visier 
Sanyu to the participants.  

Sanjoy Hazarika, a 
journalist and a Human 
Rights activist during his 
address informed the au-
dience that Visier is an 
advisor of NSA and also 
the founder of Naga yoga 
in Australia. He remarked 
that the book might aston-
ish many with the author’s 
honesty. He appreciated 
the courage of Visier for 
returning home and set-
ting up the ‘Healing Gar-

den’ in Medziphema. In 
the Healing Garden Visier 
keeps different types of 
birds and animals and also 
constructed an apartment 
perched on a tree 30 feet 
above the ground!

The author, Visier nar-
rated how his grandfather 
had to run to the jungle 
in 1879 when the British 
burned down his village 
Khonoma. Two genera-

tions and almost a century 
later, Visier also experi-
enced the same fate when 
he had to run to the jungle 
when the Indian Army 
razed his village in mid 
1950s. He disclosed that 
he was reluctant to tell his 
story for many decades be-
cause he was unsure of the 
reception but he decided 
to master the courage and 
tell it for few reasons – that 

he doesn’t want to let his 
jungle days be forgotten, 
that telling is a therapeutic 
experience and that there 
are ways to forgive. 

Dr. Visier said that this 
book is not about anti In-
dia but rather it’s about an 
indigenous community 
people called Nagas who 
are trying to survive in the 
post colonial era trying to 
preserve its culture and 

identity. Therefore, the 
book is all about friend-
ship, hope, forgiveness, 
and making a difference 
and finding new and better 
ways rather than fighting. 

The discussant, Dr. Par-
mod Kumar noted that the 
book was not just an indi-
vidual story but of a larger 
society’s experience. He 
said that the book would 
serve the academic needs 
on diverse disciplines such 
as history, sociology, and 
cultural studies among 
others. He commended 
the book for its balanced 
view and not being melo-
dramatic. Kumar under-
lined the fact that Naga 
Odyssey book can be in-
strumental in resolving all 
‘understanding problems’ 
facing us in the context of 
the Naga society. 

The discussion con-
cluded with a question 
round from the audience 
which was answered by 
Visier.

NSCN (IM) appoints new cabinet secy. Satsupen Yankho bans intoxicants TR Zeliang, orgs. mourn Vajpayee’s demise 
Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): The 
NSCN (IM) has appointed M Dan-
iel Lotha as the new cabinet sec-
retary with effect from Aug. 16 
replacing DG Robert, who com-
pleted his tenure on July 31.

A press release received its MIP 
informed that the farewell-cum-
handing and taking over of charge 
programme was held on Aug.16 at 
CHQ Hebron in the presence of 
senior functionaries of the GPRN.

Apart from gift presentation as 
a token of honour to the outgoing 

cabinet secretary and incom-
ing cabinet secretary by various 
ministries of the government, 
words of gratitude and appre-
ciation to the two senior officials 
were shared by the ‘kilo kilonser’ 
and ‘co-convener’ of the steering 
committee on behalf of the gov-
ernment. 

The congregation prayed for 
the predecessor and the successor 
of the cabinet secretariat. GPRN 
wished both of them the best in 
their future endeavours.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): Satsu-
pen Yankho (khel) has resolved 
to strictly prohibit consumption 
of liquor, narcotic drugs, immoral 
activities and causing public nui-
sance within its jurisdiction.

The resolution was taken dur-
ing a joint meeting  held on Aug. 
11. The meeting was attended 
by Longsachung, Okhye, Longsa 
Kandinu, Sishunu, K Station, 
Tsonsa, Ekunu, and Ekhanu, 
Kandi Group Chairmen Forum, 
and Kandi Women Association .

The house resolved to impose 
a fine of INR 1000 along with 
necessary action against any in-
dividual violating the resolution.

A joint statement issued by 
the khel general secretary, and 
the chairman informed that the 
house also resolved to ban im-
port and export or sale of liquor, 
narcotic drugs in and around 
Satsuphen area.

It has warned to impose a fine 
of INR 5000 against any individual 
or group violating the resolution.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
More condolences poured 
in over the demise of 
former Prime Minister 
and Bharat Ratna awar-
dee, Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
who passed away on Aug. 
16 at AIIMS, New Delhi at 
the age of 93.  
TR Zeliang:  Former chief 
minister and leader of op-
position, TR Zeliang has 
expressed grief and pain 
over the demise of the 
former prime minister.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the leader of oppo-
sition regarded Vajpayee 
as a brilliant statesman 
who dedicated his serv-
ice to the nation. He re-
membered the former 
prime minister as a lead-
er who understood the 
pain and suffering of the 
Naga people and said 
that his love and concern 
for the Naga people in 
particular will ever be 
remembered. 

“He was the first In-
dian Prime Minister who 
declared that ‘Naga his-
tory is unique’ and this 
very declaration became 
the foundation stone for 
the Indo-Naga Peace talks 
leading to the signing of 
the Framework Agree-
ment on 3 August 2015,” 
Zeliang said. “Conse-
quently, this declaration 
created a new hope for 
both GOI and the Naga 
people that final agree-
ment could be secured 
based on the unique his-
tory of the Nagas.”

Zeliang mentioned 
that it was Vajpayee who 

opened a new window 
for development of road 
connectivity in the north-
east region by creating 
a new head of account 
under Special Acceler-
ated Road Development 
Program for North-East 
region (SARDP-NE) which 
was incorporated in the 
Union budget. 

Under this head of ac-
count, important road 
projects are now being 
implemented in the re-
gion and for which, he 
deserves appreciation 
from the people of North-
East region and Nagaland 
in particular, Zeliang said.

Saying that the de-
mise of Vajpayee is a great 
loss to the nation and the 
Naga people in particular, 
Zeliang on behalf of the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
extended deepest condo-
lences and prayed to God 
to grant peace and sol-
ace to the bereaved fam-
ily members, friends, col-
leagues, and his near and 
dear ones. He also prayed 
for the departed soul to 
rest in eternal peace. 
Northeast JDU: The North 
East Executive Council 
(NEEC) Janata Dal Unit-
ed ( JDU) has expressed 
shock at the demise of 
Atal Biharii Vajpayee, the 
former prime minister of 
India at the AIIMS today. 

The council said, Va-
jpayee was one of the 
most  dynamic pr ime 
ministers of India who 
had served the country 
with unflinching love for 
democracy and utmost 

grace for the people of 
India. He was selfless and 
unpartisan in his stint as 
the head of the country. 
He had unwavering sup-
port for secularism, the 
council said.

“He fondly loved the 
people of NE and took up 
various initiatives for the 
welfare of its people. For 
Nagaland, he is greatly 
remembered for having 
journeyed by road from 
Dimapur to Kohima de-
spite medical conditions 
which were against such 
travels braving the pot-
holes at the risk of his knee 
ailments. He was the only 
PM who had announced 
the biggest numbers of 
various packages for Na-
galand,” the condolence 
message read.

The NEEC expressed 
its deepest condolence 
to his dear and near ones 
and prayed for his soul to 
rest in peace.
Seva Bharati: The Seva 
Bharati of Nagaland has 
mourned the passing 
away of Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and conveyed the 
heartfelt condolences to 
family members and well 
wishers across the world.

Vajpayeej  was ad-
mired and respected by 
his opponents because he 
worked for the nation not 
for his party’s interest, the 
Seva Bharati said.

Saying that in Vaj-
payeej’s demise the na-
tion has lost a great son, 
the Seva Bharati offered 
prayer for the soul to rest 
in peace.
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Says land encroachment issue taken up ‘in total coordination with ENCSU officials’

EM Images

Bhandari Police station personnel and ‘A’ Coy 28 Assam Rifles 
Bhandari with the arrested persons and the seized liquor.

Participants at the programme. (Inset) Resource persons pose for lens along with faculty members of the college.

Resource persons along with the Kohima Law students during the programme at Don Bosco College in 
Kohima.

A demonstration of a doctor and patients video conferencing during the launch of Nagaland Telemedicine Service (NTS) 
under UPCHAR SEVA, Hq. Delhi at Ungma village in Mokokchung District on Aug. 17. 

Eastern Naga college students endorse ANCSU initiative 
13 Dimapur-based colleges 
express unhappiness with govt.

Two arrested with IMFL 
worth INR 4 lakh 

Law students receive insights on Lokayukta

Mercy Society distributes rice to widows

Advocacy prog. on HIV/AIDS held

Nagaland Telemedicine Service launched in Ungma

NCSU Peren 
conducts social work 
in Peren district 

AMEN (U) reshuffles office bearers 

3STATE

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN):  The 
Eastern Nagaland College Stu-
dents Union (ENCSU) has de-
clared its unanimous decision 
to back the ‘students movement 
initiated by the All Nagaland Col-
lege Students Union (ANCSU) 
and said that the genuine griev-
ances raised by the ANCSU is for 
the interest of students’ com-
munity and the state of Nagaland 
at large. 

A press release issued by the 
ENCSU media cell, while en-
dorsing the ANCSU’s initiative, 
expressed deep anguish over 
the current imbroglio involving 
the students’ community and 
termed ANCSU’s stand as genu-
ine which should be pursued ‘in 
all circumstances for the sake of 
students’. 

Saying that the future of the 
students’ community and the 
fate of Nagaland cannot and 
will not be allowed to be com-
promised, the union expressed 
dissatisfaction at the manner in 

which the state government has 
handled the whole issue. 

It also regretted, what it 
termed as, some people -- gov-
ernment officials and politicians 
-- with vested interests toiling to 
divert the actual cause, the union 
‘reminded those people to look 
beyond their lofty tables for once 
and act morally’. 

In this connection, the 
ENCSU stated that the land en-
croachment issue was  taken up 
“in total consensus and coordi-
nation with the ENCSU officials 
as we are equally concerned over 
the issue since it is not only hap-
pening with Kohima Science col-
lege, Jotsoma alone but the same 
case has also been a matter of 
concern for the ENCSU in vari-
ous colleges across the Eastern 
Nagaland”. 

“...as such, ANCSU and 
ENCSU will raise the land en-
croachment issues of all the 
government institutions. It had 
to be started with Kohima Sci-

ence College, being the premier 
institute in the state,” stated the 
release. 

In regard to this, the union 
expressed its feeling that the 
education sector, particularly 
the state owned segment, has 
been taken for granted for too 
long and therefore, demanded 
the government to protect the 
land of all the government col-
leges in Nagaland to avoid any 
future untoward consequences 
on the same.  

Meanwhile, the ENCSU ex-
pressed shock and dismay over 
‘the ultimatum served’ on the  
President of ANCSU, Katho P. 
Awomi by the Jotsoma Village 
Council (JVC)  that appeared in 
some leading local dailies.

While expressing respect for 
the people of Jotsoma village, 
the union mentioned that as 
much as the issue of Kohima 
Science College land encroach-
ment issue concerns the people 
of Jotsoma village, the larger 

interest is the students of Naga-
land who are the future of the 
Nagaland.

“ANCSU/ENCSU has never 
been against a particular group/
village or community in the past 
and similarly it cannot afford to 
be so now or in the near future. 
It has always been about the 
students community and for the 
students community including 
the students from Jotsoma vil-
lage,” the ENCSU stated. 

While lamenting that the 
JVC, being an elderly and ma-
tured platform instead of using 
elderly wisdom to correct/guide/
advice the students’ commu-
nity even if we are wrong’, the 
union said that the council has 
‘resorted to cheap intimidation 
and threats siding with vested 
interest individuals and parties’. 

“Therefore, such unqualified 
statement is totally uncalled for 
and definitely not in tune with 
the past actions of the JVC,” the 
ENCSU stated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): Col-
lege students’ union of thir-
teen Dimapur-based colleges 
today expressed unhappiness 
with the state government, 
over what they termed as, ‘for 
being adamant over the genu-
ine demands of the students’ 
community’.   

The 13 college students’ 
unions, in a single press re-
lease, also condemned a press 
statement issued by the Jot-
soma Village Council (which 
was published in the local 
dailies recently) that “directly 
or indirectly threatening the 
president of ANCSU and hurt-
ing the sentiments of the stu-
dents’ community”. 

 “We the students will not 

remain silent if anything/any 
damages that may prevail 
or caused to the President 
of ANCSU and his executive 
members,” stated the release 
and sought “clarification on 
why the President of ANCSU 
is namely mentioned (sic) on 
this matter as he speaks on 
behalf of the students com-
munity”. 

The release stated that the 
students, hereby, “resolves 
and declares any action to be 
initiated by the office of the 
ANCSU, the Dimapur based 
colleges students are ever 
ready for any consequences 
for the students right”. 

It further appealed the 
civil societies and different 

organizations to come out 
and support the cause of the 
students welfare and for the 
‘future generation’. 

The thirteen Dimapur col-
leges are: Tetso College, Mount 
Mary College, Pranabananda 
Women’s College, Eastern 
Christian College, Public Col-
lege of Commerce, City College 
of Arts and Commerce, MGM 
College, St. John College, Yem-
hi Memorial College, Dimapur 
Government College, Sakus 
Mission College, Unity College 
and Cornerstone College. The 
release was appended by the 
officials, of different designa-
tions, of the said colleges; how-
ever, the names of the officials 
were not mentioned. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 17 : The 
Bhandari police personnel 
in a coordinated effort with 
the 28 Assam Rifles seized 
Indian Made Foreign Liquor 
(IMFL) worth INR 4 lakh 
and arrested two persons in 
this connection. 

According to Bhandari 
SDPO Yanbemo Humtsoe, 
the two were arrested with 
147 cases of IMFL when 
the 28 AR were conducting 
Mobile Vehicle Check Post 
(MVCP) between Merapani 
and Bhandari  around 9.30 
pm on Thur. Aug. 16. 

The two arrested person 
were said to be travelling in 
one Mahindra pick-up truck 
bearing registration no. 
AS03 D3814 with the IMFL 
and tried to speed away. 

However, the vehicle was 
intercepted near Bhandari 
with the assistance of state 
police personnel. 

One person identified as 
Ashumtei (23), a resident of 
Tsumang colony in Wokha 
town, was apprehended 
on the spot. The driver, 
identified as Yanpothung 
Lotha (32) from Tsumang 
‘A’ colony in Wokha town, 
fled from the scene. But, he  
was apprehended by the 
police on Fri. Aug. 17 from 
Bhandari town.   

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused at 
Bhandari police station vide 
BDI PS case no. 0010/18 
under section 44 (a) of Na-
galand Liquor Total Pro-
hibition (NLTP), informed 
SDPO Humtsoe. 

Our Correspondent
Ungma, Aug. 17: In a bid to pro-
vide easy access to affordable 
healthcare in the rural areas, Na-
galand Telemedicine Service 
(NTS) was officially launched 
under ‘UPCHAR SEVA, Hq. Delhi’ 
at Ungma village under Mokokc-
hung District on Fri. Aug 17. 

T h e  N T S  w a s  f o r m a l l y 
launched with a dedicatory prayer 
offered by Rev. Dr. Noklen, the 
Pastor of Ungma Baptist Church 
in the presence of Ungma Vil-
lage Council members and well-
wishers.

Temsutula Imsong, recipient 
of Swarajya Magazine’s Shree 
Narayana Guru Award for social 
work (SBM) highlighted in her 
keynote address that UPCHAR 
SEVA was by founded by like-
minded doctors, NGOs and busi-
nessmen to provide telemedicine 
services in remotes area where 
access to health care is difficult.

She said that NTS here was 
started at Ungma as a pilot pro-
gramme in April 2018 and so 
far, more than 150 patients have 
been provided consultation on 
various health problems through 
telemedicine services such as tel-

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
Kohima Law College con-
ducted an awareness pro-
gramme on the topic “Know 
Your Rights & Entitlement” 
at Don Bosco College, Ko-
hima, on Aug. 16.

The Nagaland Volun-
tary Consumer Oganisation 
President, Kezhokhoto Savi 
spoke about Lokayukta. He 
stated that he had appealed 
the state government to 
honour the Supreme Court 
direction given to the Govt. 
of Nagaland to set up Lokay-
ukta in Nagaland. 

Speaking about Lokay-
ukta, he said that it is a sort 
of anti-corruption act that 
looks into the complaints 
of the people and suggest 
measures to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency 
of the government. 

The establishment of 
this institution in the state 
was to provide clean, trans-
parent, and accountable 
government of the peo-
ple. The Lokayukta Bill was 
passed by the Parliament to 

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Contrac-
tor and Suppliers’ Union 
(NCSU) Peren Unit con-
ducted social work earlier 
this week in Peren district. 
The social work was con-
ducted in view of the road 
damage caused by incessant 
rain and the much-needed 
road maintenance on the 
stretch between Peren and 
Jalukie town, a distance of 
20 km. 

The union removed 
the road blockage caused 
by landslide, filled up the 
sinking areas, cleared the 
drainage, and filled the pot-
holes with sand-gravels. Five 
backhoes (JCB) were used 
for clearing of landslide ar-
eas and six dumper trucks 
for carrying sand gravels 
for filling up potholes from 
Mungleuki river, a press 
note from NCSU said. 

President NCSU Peren 
Unit Pausap Ndang has 
thanked all the partici-
pants, especially those who 
provided machineries and 
sand-gravel for the work 
and helped financially. The 
work, which started at 7 am 
and continued till 5:30 pm, 
was conducted as social 
service with concerns for 
the denizens plying through 
the KJP road (i.e. Peren to 
Jalukie).

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): The Association of Mechani-
cal Engineers Nagaland (unemployed), at a meeting on 
Wednesday, reshuffled its office bearers for the upcoming 
tenure. 

A press release informed that Vikuto Kitho was appoint-
ed as its president (7567946547) and Keresoto Hibo as vice 
president (8258863503). The association further appealed 
to all the mechanical engineers (degree) to take note of it 
and requested the unregistered members to immediately 
register with membership free of INR 400 for new members 
and INR 200 for the old members. For further queries, the 
members are requested to contact the given numbers.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
Legislators’ Forum on AIDS 
(LFA) organised a one day 
advocacy programme on 
HIV & AIDS with Orien-
tal Theological Seminary 
(OTS) in partnership with 
Foundation for Church and 
Society on Tue. Aug. 14.  

LFA State Consultant 
Dr. Vinito L. Chishi gave 
a presentation on HIV/
AIDS scenario of Nagaland 
and highlighted the issues 
and concerns related to 
increasing number of HIV 
infection in the state par-
ticularly in districts like Di-

mapur, Kohima, Tuensang, 
and Kiphire. 

Chishi also made a 
presentation on Global Re-
sponse on HIV/AIDS and 
encouraged the students, 
who are preparing to enter 
Christian ministry, to make 
use of their leadership op-
portunity by taking positive 
initiatives in addressing the 
issues related to HIV/AIDS.

While urging the stu-
dents to address the is-
sue regarding stigma and 
discrimination on PLHAs, 
Chishi  asked them to work 
towards prevention meas-

ures aimed towards creat-
ing an AIDS free generation 
in the days to come. Hu-
katoli from LFA also made 
a presentation on ‘Risk 
Factor and Social concern 
and Responsibility’ with 
particular emphasis on its 
consequences, challenges 
and importance of respon-
sible living. Earlier the pro-
gramme was chaired by 
Principal OTS Dr. Joshua 
Lorin, opening prayer by 
Academic Dean OTS Dr. 
James Kalong, and closing 
prayer by Associate Profes-
sor Rev. Dr. Ellen C. Jamir.

fight against corruption, the 
press release added. 

The main objective of 
Lokayukta was to curb the 
menace of corruption with-
in states. When individual 
or a citizen have complaints 
against any public servant 
relating to corruption, mal-
administration, favoritism, 
illegal deduction of public 

fund etc, the grievance per-
son can approach Lokayuk-
ta to looks into such matters 
and carry out investigation. 

Lokayukta is considered 
to be one of the most power-
ful institutes in the country. 
Its function largely depends 
upon jurisdiction being 
vested, the press stated.

Some of the other top-

ics being discussed during 
the programme included 
Consumer Rights, Food 
Safety and Standard Act, 
Lokayukta, National Food 
Security Act, Environment, 
Human Rights, State Con-
sumer Helpline Toll Free 
No. 1800-345-3701, Street 
Vendors Act 2014, and Pub-
lic Services Act. 

ephonic and video-conferencing 
means and also by ways of shar-
ing patients’ data through online 
services with specialists from 

renowned hospitals and research 
institutes across India.

Imsong also asserted that in 
the cities just for doctor’s con-

sultation, the registration free 
costs INR 500 or more, ‘but here 
the services are provided for free’; 
therefore, she and urged the vil-

lagers to avail the ‘priceless services’ 
for better health.

Dr Nungtok, another well-wish-
er, pointed out setting up a tele-
medicine service is costly; however, 
it has improved the access to health-
care in the rural areas and has made 
cost efficient to have consultations 
with specialists for various health 
problems.

He further, encouraged NTS to 
expand its wings to other remote 
areas which would further enhance 
better health care for the people in 
the state.

The Chairman of the Ungma 
Village Council, Alemtoshi Imsong 
and Tatar Imlikokba Imsong also 
spoke at the event. On behalf of 
the Council, they appreciated the 
benevolent healthcare service pro-
vided by the centre and added that 
it was ‘just a starter’.

They further encouraged the 
staff to continue their work with 
consistency and zeal to provide bet-
ter healthcare service to the people.

Meanwhile, a power-point was 
presented by one of the staff and a 
live Telemedicine Service through 
video-conference with a patient 
was also demonstrated by a doctor 
in NTS. 

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): In a noble 
gesture, a Dimapur-based group called 
Mercy Society with the guidance of 
the NDPP Women Organisation in Di-
mapur region, distributed free rice to 
poor and needy widows in Medziphe-
ma town from August 15 to 17. A press 
note informed that around 30 genuine 
beneficiaries received the gift from 
NDPP office located at 5 Ghaspani-II 
A/C. 

In a press release, the president, 
Megozomeü Khate and secretary, 
Chinnu Chongloi, of the women organi-
sation, NDPP 5 Ghaspani-II A/C, con-
veyed gratitude to Mercy Society and 
NDPP Women Organisation, Dimapur 
for the gesture to uplift the lives of wid-
owed mothers. It further noted that kind 
deeds will never go unrewarded and 
requested other citizens to embark on 
such projects in their neighbourhood 
in order to propagate love for humanity.  Beneficiaries pose for a photograph with officials.
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One dead in wall collapse in Diphu 

Kayakalp: Phek health workers ask to promote cleanliness

I-T collection at record INR 
10.03 lakh crore — CBDT

Former PM remembered in Diphu

BJP Manipur Pradesh 
organise condolence service 

ANPETA Dmr. elects 
executive members 

GPRN/NSCN mourns Chophy’s demise

NFR recovers INR 5 crore 
from ticketless travellers 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug.17 (EMN): 
With the collapse of a re-
taining wall cum bound-
ary wall at the resident 
of former MAC, KAAC, 
Kanjang Terang, here at 
Rongtharve due to heavy 
down pour, a 12 year old 
girl Serdihun Teronpi was 
buried under the debris. 
She was pulled out with 
the help of earth mover 
and her dead body was 
taken to Diphu Civil hos-
pital this morning for 
postmortem.

Terang said it might 
be around 12:30 am that 
the wall collapsed.

Deceased Serdihun 
Teronpi was the d/o of 
Babu Teron and Kaham 
Kropi of Tuluhi Engleng 
village, Chomna Parai, 
Longchap under Bakulia 
PS. She was studying in 
class-IV Ove Chari LP 
School, Rongjangphong, 

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
A daylong orientation pro-
gramme about Kayakalp, 
an initiative for award to 
public health facilities was 
conducted on Aug. 16 at 
the Chief Medical Officer’s 
Conference Hall in Phek. 

The programme was 
conducted for the medical 
officers, nurse and staffs of 
the Public Helath Centre 
(PHC) in Phek district. Up-
dates on Friday informed. 

Dr. Nungotso Vero, the 
resource person of the 
day spoke about the main 
objectives of the work-

shop. He said that Kay-
akalp scheme focuses on 
promoting cleanliness, 
hygiene, and infection 
control practices in PHC. 
He informed that an award 
in the form of facilities 
and cash will be given to 
those facilities PHCs that 
demonstrate high levels 
of cleanliness, hygiene 
and infection control. 
He urged health facility 
in-charge to constitute a 
cleanliness and Infection 
Control committee at the 
earliest.

Vero also spoke about 

the criteria for application 
of the awards scheme. He 
also stated that record 
maintenance by the health 
facility is one of the impor-
tant criteria for applying 
the award scheme.

The deputy chief med-
ical officer of Phek, Dr. 
Vethihulu called on health 
workers of all units to par-
ticipate in Kayakalp. She 
added that such scheme 
is an opportunity and a 
challenge for the health 
units to uplift and improve 
the health facility system. 
The officer encouraged 

the health workers to give 
the best of efforts. Further, 
she urged the staffs from 
all units to coordinate as 
that can help achieved the 
said criteria.

A practical session was 
conducted during which 
the participants were take 
taken to DH and inspect-
ed the hospital upkeep, 
maintenance of sanita-
tion, bio-waste manage-
ment, infection control 
system, hospital support 
services and hygiene pro-
motion which are the im-
portant award criteria.

Guwahati, Aug. 17 (PTI): 
Income Tax collection 
in the country stood at a 
record Rs 10.03 lakh crore 
during 2017-18, the Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) today said.

Addressing a two-day 
conference of Income Tax 
Administrators of Eastern 
Zone here, Shabri Bhat-
tasali, Member of CBDT 
said that during 2017-18, 
a record number of 6.92 
crore I-T returns were filed, 
which was 1.31 crore more 
than 5.61 crore returns 
filed in 2016-17.

The I-T Department 
added 1.06 crore new re-
turn filers during 2017-18 
and aims to add 1.25 crore 
new filers for the current 
year. In the North East re-
gion, this number was 1.89 
lakh, she said.

L C Joshi Ranee, Princi-
pal Chief Commissioner of 
Income Tax, North Eastern 
Region said that Rs 7,097 
crore tax was collected 
from the region during 
2017-18.

This is 16.7 per cent 
higher than Rs 6,082 crore 
collected in the preceding 

year, Ranee said.
He said the target in 

the region for 2018-19 
has been fixed at Rs 8,357 
crore, 17.75 per cent more 
than last years collection.

Stating that the depart-
ment is committed to meet 
the target tax collection, 
increase taxpayer base and 
deliver superior services, 
‘Aaykar Seva Kendras’ have 
already been opened in 22 
out of 29 stations in NER.

New offices are being 
opened in far-flung areas 
to deliver taxpayer serv-
ices, he added.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug.17: The people 
of Karbi Anglong joined the 
nation in mourning the de-
mise of former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
by organising a condolence 
meeting, while the national 
flag was flown at half mast 
in all government offices 
and at BJP district office. 
All schools, colleges, uni-
versity, government offices 
remained closed.

In East Karbi Anglong 
District Committee, BJP 
office a condolence meet-
ing was organised by the 
party, where CEM, Tuliram 
Ronghang, EMs and MACs, 

East Karbi Anglong District 
Committee, BJP, president 
and EM, KAAC Ratan Ter-
on including party leaders 
and workers paid floral 
tribute.

CEM said, “We pray 
for the soul of Atal Bihari 
Vajpee for the eternal rest. 
The national flag in all 
government offices will 
be flown at half mast and 
national day of mourning 
till Aug. 22. At 5 p.m. prayer 
and condolence will be 
taken up, he said. From 
Thur. till Aug. 22 all govern-
ment offices will be half.

In the evening a condo-
lence meeting was held at 

the office of Karbi Anglong 
Chamber of Commerce 
(KACC) here. In the con-
dolence meeting KAAC 
Chairman,  Augustine 
Kramsa, general secretary, 
Muna Lal Gupta, secretary 
Bijon Das and other mem-
bers present lighted candle 
at the portrait of Vajpayee. 
A one minute silent prayer 
was also observed.

Assam Chamber of 
Commerce instructed 
shops and other business 
establishments in Diphu 
town to remain close from 
morning 5 am to evening 
5 am on the demise of Va-
jpayee.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 17: Bharati-
ya Janata Party Manipur 
Pradesh observed a condo-
lence service on the sudden 
demise of former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpa-
jyee at the party’s state head 
office at Keishampat in Im-
phal on Friday. Bharat Ratna 
Vajpayee passed away on 
Thursday. He was 93.

Paying floral tribute to 
the photographs of the late 
former MLA and party’s 
national executive member 
Meinam Bhorot shared the 
great leader’s visit to the 
state and his unforgettable 
moment with him in the 
eighties. A two minute si-
lence also observed to show 
respect to the departed 
soul.

State social welfare min-
ister Nemcha Kipgen,MLA 
Dr Y Radheshyam, party’s 
key functionary includ-
ing former speaker Dr 
Haobam Borababu, Sh 
Shantikumar,Dr RK Ranjan 
and other party karyakartas 

also attended the condo-
lence meeting.

Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh has deeply 
condoled the sad demise of 
former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee. In his con-
dolence message, Biren said 
that Vajpayee was one of the 
leading and longstanding 
politicians of the country, 
who had left a mark of his 
own during his long public 
life.

A statesman and tower-
ing figure in Indian politics, 
Vajpayee was a Member 
of Parliament for over four 
decades - 10 times in the 
Lok Sabha and twice in the 
Rajya Sabha, he said. Vaj-
payee was one of the found-
ers of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party in 1980. He became 
the prime minister of the 
country three times as well, 
he added.

In a condolence mes-
sage, State forest minis-
ter Th Shyamkumar said 
that Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was a great human being, 

orator, poet, a leader par 
excellence, and a visionary 
statesman. His death has 
created a vacuum in the po-
litical circle of the country.

“The BJP is saddened 
by the sudden demise of 
the late veteran politician 
and deems of the demise 
Atalji as a great lost for the 
country,” says General Sec-
retary N Nimbus Singh of 
BJP Manipur Pradesh in a 
condolence message. “His 
lost is not only significant in 
the country but also to the 
entire universe.”

Lok Jana Sakti party Ma-
nipur unit also observed 
condolence meeting with 
its state leaders including 
consumer affairs and food & 
public distribution minister 
Karam Shyam in the chair.

The Janata Dal (U) also 
observed a similar condo-
lence meeting at its office 
in Imphal. Former Rajya 
Sabha MP BD Behring and 
others also condole the sud-
den demise of former prime 
minister.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): In a relentless drive 
against ticketless travelling in mail express and pas-
senger trains, Northeast Frontier Railway detected 
74432 ticketless travellers and recovered INR 5.33 
crore during July.

The detection and recovery was 6.25 % higher 
than the corresponding figure of 70057 persons 
detected during July last year. An amount of INR 
5.33 crore was also realised from the ticketless 
passengers, which was about 9.5 % higher than the 
corresponding figure of INR 4.84 crore collected 
during July last year, chief PRO PJ Sharma stated.

It mentioned that during the period from April 
to July this year, as many as 280443 passengers were 
detected travelling with irregular ticket or without 
ticket on the trains. This was about 14% more than 
the corresponding period of last year. The amount 
realised during the period was INR 19.24 crore, 
which is about 22.00% more than last year. 

It stated that NF Railway officials have been 
conducting regular surprise ticket checking drive 
in mail express and passenger trains. As per section 
137 of the Indian Railway Act of 1989, travelling 
without ticket, improper ticket, or un-booked lug-
gage is an offence punishable by imprisonment or 
fine or both. 

To discourage ticketless travelling, NF Railway 
has put systems in place whereby surprise ticket 
checking drive is conducted by flying ticket check-
ing squads of divisions as well as Headquarters. It 
added that fortress checks were also conducted in 
stations.

The collapsed wall.

People gather to pay respect to former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee during a condolence service 
in Diphu.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1912SUD0KU 1752
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. In motion
6. Food thickener
10. Storage structure
14. Thick slippery substance
15. Part of an organ
16. Story
17. Metrical feet
18. Burden
19. Leave out
20. Pre-meal drink
22. Large transparent-winged insect
24. Lyric poems
25. Small informative publication
26. Highest point in an orbit
29. Modern day Persia
30. Physicist ____ Sagan
31. Novices
37. Characteristic
39. Scottish for “Own”
40. Spanish for “White”
41. Bartender
44. Voyage
45. Starts moving
46. ______tone = imitation diamond
48. German mathematician Georg 

Friedrich _______ (1826-1866)
52. ____etry = a certain mathematical 

science
53. Carve or decorate
54. Leguminous plants
58. Lessens or fades
59. Knock out
61. Central courts in a Roman house
62. Perceives visually
63. Hotels
64. Winding devices
65. Circular movement of water
66. Small freshwater fish
67. Garbage 
DOWN
1. Largest continent
2. Smack
3. A linear continuum of events

4. A confused heap
5. Inhabit
6. European shad fish
7. Buffoon
8. Camel-hair fabric
9. 18th century British soldier
10. Inventory
11. A porter (Middle East)
12. Omit in pronounciation 

13. Coup _____ = Overthrow 
of the government

21. Adolescent
23. Of a certain order of Greek 

architecture

25. Salt water
26. Portrays
27. Prefix indicating “Beside” or 

“Beyond”
28. By mouth
29. Climbing evergreen shrubs
32. Made of oak
33. Indicates altitude
34. Small mountain lake
35. Great Lake
36. Weakens
38. Ancient Roman garments 

42. Slip-resistant
43. Victim

47. City in Australia’s island state
48. Actress/singer Della _____
49. Fix firmly within something 

else
50. Subsided
51. Boggy
52. Large water bird
54. ____linal = sloping downward 

from opposite directions
55. District
56. Swedish form of “Nicholas”
57. Loop of cloth worn over a 

shoulder
60. Collection of anecdotes
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Diphu.
The room Serdihun 

was staying was com-
pletely crushed. Only 
with the help of torch 
lights we could search for 
things.

Former MAC Kang-

jang Terang said the con-
tinuous rain and water 
has percolated making 
the earth loose leading 
to collapse of the wall. 
“There were no cracks 
but due to continuous 
rain it collapsed. It was 

an unfortunate incident 
and I express grief to the 
family of Millik for losing 
Serdihun,” Terang said.

E a r t h  m ov e r  w a s 
called in to pull out the 
body of Serdihun. In the 
morning her dead body 

was taken to Diphu Civil 
hospital, Terang told.  Po-
lice was informed about 
the incident.

Former MAC Terang 
further informed that as 
it was a natural calam-
ity, which could not be 
stopped. But on humani-
tarian ground has ex-
tended all possible help 
needed to Millik’s family. 
“From taking the body of 
Serdihun to Diphu Civil 
Hospital, arranging ve-
hicle to take her body 
home to Chomna Parai 
including cash and kinds 
required for performing 
rituals was given. Ration 
was also given,” Terang 
told. This afternoon DC, 
Karbi Anglong Mridul 
Kr. Mahanta along with 
magistrate visited the 
place. Police complaint 
has not been made by 
victim family members.

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): The AN-
PETA ot Dimapur district unit has 
selected new  executive members 
for the period of three years. 

A press release from the unith-
as informed that the members 
were selected during the general 
meeting convened at GHSS con-
ference hall, Nagarjan in Dimapur 
on Aug. 16

The team will be headed by  
Thepfungunyu Solo as president, 
T. Supongbenli as vice president, 
Thejalelhou K Kuotsu as general 
secretary,  Apang Phom as joint 
secretary, and Thepfuzolie as treas-
urer were selected as the executive 
body of the

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): GPRN/NSCN 
has mourned the demise of Khekiho 
Marcel Chophy. 

A condolence message received 
from its MIP said that Chophy had 
served as the secretary of public relations 
and NGOs, chaplee secretary, kilo secre-
tary, and chief secretary. He was elevated 
to national tatar hoho in 2015 and was 
the deputy kilonser in the chaplee min-
istry at the time of his demise.

It said that Chophy possessed genu-
ine humane feelings and expressed 
them in almost heart warming way and 
was blessed with multiple gifts which 
enabled him to mingle with all classes 
of people

It said that the leaders found him 
intelligent and well versed in national 

affairs, adding youngsters found him to 
be a thoroughly efficient administrator 
full of life and vigour. 

“Cutting across Naga political 
groups, he was known and highly re-
spected for his efficiency. He was a stu-
dent leader at his hometown Atoizu in 
Zunheboto district and later at Shillong 
as president of Naga Students’ Union. He 
joined the national service in 1998,” the 
message read.

The GPRN/NSCN, led by the col-
lective leadership and all rank and files, 
has mourned the loss of Khekiho Marcel 
Chophy. It prayed to the God Almighty to 
comfort his wife Tokheli Khekiho Cho-
phy, their children and relatives in their 
hour of grief. It has further prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.
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Samsung tops India premium 
smartphone market in 2018 first half 

Global cues lift equity indices; 
Nifty closes at record level

Airlines advised to keep air fares in check for Kerala flights

Epson sold 30 mn. 
InkTank Inkjet 
printers globally

Will invest in technologies, target 
small town hotels — MakeMyTrip

Jet Airways 
board to meet 
on Aug. 27 to 
consider June 
quarter results

Rupee weakens in forward trade 
to INR 70.10 per dollar

Hundreds of smart homes in India 
at risk of leaking data — Avast

Gold eases, silver recovers on 
subdued demand

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
South Korean giant Sam-
sung dominated the pre-
mium smartphone seg-
ment in India in the first 
half of 2018 grabbing 
almost half the market 
share, a new report said on 
Friday.

According to Cyber-
Media Research (CMR) 
India’s “Mobile Handset 
Review”, Samsung with 48 
per cent topped the premi-
um market (Rs 30,000 and 
above), followed by Chi-
nese smartphone player 
OnePlus with 25 per cent 
share and Apple at third 

with 22 per cent share.
“The premium smart-

phone segment, though 
small, is driven by aspi-
rational, tech-savvy mil-
lennials and in the com-
ing years, will continue to 
grow significantly. Sam-
sung’s flagship S9 helped 
it garner a lion’s share of 
the premium smartphone 
segment,” Prabhu Ram, 
Head-Industry Intelli-
gence Group, CMR, said 
in a statement. 

One in two premium 
smartphones shipped in 
the first half of 2018 was a 
Samsung device.

“The success of OneP-
lus 6 can be traced to the 
intelligent brand strategy 
of packing the best specs at 
competitive price points, 
contributing to the emer-
gence of a new ‘budget 
premium’ smartphone 
segment under sub-Rs 
30,000,” added Ram.

During the first half of 
2018, OnePlus introduced 
its “OnePlus Experience 
Stores” and is planning to 
embrace offline in a big 
way, to complement its 
strong online presence.

The iPhone-maker suf-
fered a decline in demand 

for its iPhones due to pric-
ing challenges on account 
of post-duty increase.

“Apple is reworking its 
India strategy for the all-
important second half of 
2018, with new retail part-
nerships, first-party stores 
and service overhauling 
with India-focused apps 
and services, including 
refreshed Apple Maps,” 
said Narinder Kumar, Lead 
Analyst-Industry Intelli-
gence Group, CMR.

Samsung led the first 
half on the back of its part-
nerships with telcos and 
e-commerce players, and 

aggressive promotional 
push, including attractive 
cash back offers and ex-
change benefits contribut-
ing to consumer demand 
remaining high.

“Going forward, the 
new ‘budget premium’ 
segment will see an ag-
gressive competition from 
market players, includ-
ing ASUS, Huawei, Vivo, 
OPPO and likely new en-
trants, such as POCO from 
Xiaomi, taking the fight to 
established market lead-
ers like Samsung, Apple 
and OnePlus,” added Pra-
bhu.

Mumbai, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
Investor sentiments in 
the Indian equity market 
firmed up on Friday with 
the NSE Nifty50 ending at a 
record closing level, follow-
ing broadly positive cues in 
the global markets.

The benchmark S&P 
BSE Sensex breached the 
38,000-mark during the 
day before closing slightly 
below the psychological 
mark. 

Index-wise, the Nifty50 
on the National Stock Ex-
change closed at 11,470.75 
points, up 85.70 points or 
0.75 per cent from its previ-
ous close.

The S&P BSE Sensex, 
which had opened at 
37,898.60 points, closed 
at 37,947.88 points, up 
284.32 points or 0.75 per 
cent from previous close of 
37,663.56 points.

It touched an intra-day 
high of 38,022.32 points 
and a low of 37,840.16.

In the broader markets, 
the S&P BSE Mid-cap rose 
by 0.88 per cent and the 

S&P BSE Small-cap ended 
higher by 0.94 per cent 
from the previous close. 
The BSE market breadth 
was bullish with 1,629 ad-
vances and 1,076 declines.

“The gains came on the 
back of positive Asian mar-
kets as investors seemed 
to cheer Washington and 
Beijing’s decision to hold 
trade talks next week,” said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of 
Retail Research, HDFC 
Securities.

I n v e s t m e n t - w i s e , 
provisional data with ex-
changes showed that for-
eign institutional inves-
tors bought scrip worth 
Rs 147.31 crore and the 
domestic institutional in-
vestors purchased stocks 
worth Rs 151.89 crore.

Sector-wise, the S&P 
BSE Banking index rose 
398.95 points, FMCG in-
dex was up 219.19 points 
and the metal index ended 
higher 216.43 points from 
its previous close.

In contrast, the S&P 
BSE oil and gas index was 

the only losing index with 
a decline of 22.55 points.

In a major develop-
ment, share price of FMCG 
major ITC on the BSE 
touched a 52-week high of 
Rs 315.20 on Friday. It set-
tled at Rs 313.75 per share, 
higher Rs 6.95 or 2.27 per 
cent from the previous 
close.

The major gainers 
on the Sensex were Yes 
Bank, up 3.76 per cent at 
Rs 392.95; State Bank of 
India, up 3.18 per cent at 
Rs 302; Vedanta, up 3.09 
per cent at Rs 215; Hin-
dustan Uniliver, up 2.63 at 
Rs 1,780.80; and Tata Mo-
tors, up 2.47 per cent at Rs 
257.35 per share.

The major losers were 
Hero Motocorp, down 1.14 
per cent at Rs 3,248.60; 
ONGC, down 0.61 per cent 
at Rs 163.10; Maruti Su-
zuki, down 0.58 per cent 
at Rs 9,148.30; Coal India, 
down 0.44 per cent at Rs 
281.20; and HDFC, down 
0.39 per cent at Rs 1,883.60 
per share.

N e w  D e l h i / T h i r u v a n a n -
thapuram, Aug. 17 (IANS): The 
Central government has asked 
domestic airlines to keep a check 
on air fares for flights operating to 
and from Kerala.

The advisory comes as the 
state suffers from one of the worst 
bouts of floods in the recent past.

“We have advised airlines to be 
more sensitive to situation arising 
out of #KeralaFlooding & keep air-
fares in check. It’s a humanitarian 

cause. Thx to all for agreeing with 
my suggestions to carry free of 
charge the #KeralaFloodRelief re-
lated material. All efforts ongoing 
for relief,” Minister of Commerce 
and Industry and Civil Aviation 
Suresh Prabhu tweeted. According 
to the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
airfare on 18 domestic routes are 
being monitored. 

“Spike in airfare on few routes 
have been observed. Concerned 
airlines have been advised to cap 

the airfare on these flights,” the 
Ministry said in a statement on 
late Thursday.

Echoing the general mood, 
Minister of Statistics & Programme 
Implementation D.V. Sadananda 
Gowda tweeted: “Private Airlines 
are at a money making Shame!! 
Today Mangalore to Bengaluru 
ticket rate sky-rocketed to Rs 
18,000. This route’s average rate 
is never more than Rs 4,000. It’s 
time to introduce more flights @

jayantsinha.” 
The monsoon fury has hit 

different parts of Western Ghats 
including districts of Kerala and 
adjoining areas in Karnataka. 

The grime situation has left 
the state with only two opera-
tional civil airports at Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Calicut, as opera-
tions at the Cochin airport have 
been suspended till August 26, 
2018 on account of rising water 
levels in the operational area.

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
The cumulative global 
sales of Japanese electron-
ics company Epson’s high-
capacity InkTank inkjet 
printers have crossed 30 
million units, the company 
announced on Friday.

In India, Epson has 
sold over 2.5 million Ink-
Tank printers since its 
launch in 2011. 

“This achievement is a 
huge milestone for Epson. 
We have been consistently 
leading the InkJet printer 
market in India. Our in-
depth understanding of 
the Indian market and cus-
tomers have helped us de-
liver the best products and 
solutions,” Siva Kumar, 
General Manager, Inkjet 
Printers at Epson India, 
said in a statement.

Epson plans to sell 
9.5 million high-capacity 
InkTank products glo-
bally in the financial year 
2018-2019 -- an increase 
of 20 per cent compared 
to the previous fiscal year. 
This is expected to ac-
count for about 55 per 
cent of total Epson inkjet 
printer sales. 

“Epson will further 
accelerate the shift from 
conventional ink cartridge 
models to high-capacity 
InkTank models with the 
aim of establishing the 
latter as the inkjet print-
er mainstream,” said the 
company.

Chennai, Aug. 17 (IANS): Nasdaq-listed 
India’s leading online travel company 
MakeMyTrip Limited will be investing in 
technologies such as artificial intelligence, 
voice, chatbots and others and target 
hotels in smaller Indian towns to grow its 
hotel reservations business, said a senior 
official on Friday.

He said the company will be focusing 
on hotels in South East Asian countries, 
the Middle East and European countries 
where Indians largely travel.

“We will be investing in artificial intelli-
gence, chatbots, voice and other technolo-
gies to grow the hotel reservation business. 
As per our study only 15 per cent of the ho-
tel bookings are done online which shows 
there is a huge potential,” said Parikshit 
Choudhury, Chief Business Officer-India 
Hotels, Holidays and Alternate Accom-
modation.

According to Choudhury, about 
60,000-70,000 hotel rooms are booked 
(net of cancellations) per day through the 
company’s website.

Agreeing that a room let vacant per 
day/night is a loss for the hotels, Choud-

hury said the company has designed 
package for hotels in Tirupati in Andhra 
Pradesh on day-use basis.

He said based on the results it would be 
expanded to other places.

Choudhury also said the company 
would be offering GoStay certificates to 
budget hotels to meet certain minimum 
quality criteria so that a guest can expect 
some uniformity in services.

“As regards our overseas expansion 
plans, we are looking at countries where 
Indian travellers largely go such as South 
East Asian nations, Europe, Middle East 
and the like,” Choudhury said.

In a recent equity research report on 
MakeMyTrip, Jefferies India said: “The 
Indian travel market remains a significant 
long-term growth opportunity with air 
travel still under-penetrated due to low 
income levels and online booking of ho-
tels and packages still much below global 
averages.”

Jefferies said Make My Trip is the 
dominant player with 60 per cent market 
share in air ticketing and over 50 per cent 
in hotel booking.

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (PTI): 
Jet Airways today said a 
meeting of the board of 
directors will be held on 
August 27 to consider and 
approve the unaudited 
financial results for the first 
quarter ended June 30. The 
board of directors of Jet 
Airways at its meeting held 
on August 9 had deferred 
the matter of considera-
tion of the unaudited fi-
nancial results for the June 
quarter.

“The meeting of the 
board of directors of the 
company shall be held on 
27 August 2018, inter a/ia, 
to approve the unaudited 
financial results for the 
first quarter ended 30 June 
2018,” Jet Airways said in a 
regulatory filing today.

The filing further noted 
that “the trading window 
for dealing in the securi-
ties of the company will 
remain closed till Wednes-
day, August 29 2018”.

Shares of the company 
were trading in the positive 
territory at Rs 307.05, up 
2.20 per cent, over its previ-
ous closing price.

Mumbai, Aug. 17 (IANS): Rupee weakened 
marginally in the Non-Deliverable Forward 
or the overseas markets on Friday.

According to analysts, the trend may 
play out in the domestic currency spot 
market next week.

However, other important develop-
ments on the geo-political scale as well 
as direction of foreign fund flows will also 
determine the rupee’s trajectory in the spot 
market.

Around 12.45 p.m., rupee traded at 
around 70.10 per US dollar, against the 

previous close 70.01 per dollar. An earlier 
IANS story had mistakenly given forward 
rates abroad as spot delivery price in do-
mestic market.

The domestic spot currency market is 
closed on Friday on account of the Parsi 
New Year. On Thursday, rupee had touched 
an all time low of 70.39-40 in the spot mar-
ket and settled at a record closing low of 
70.16 against the greenback.

Off late the Indian currency has been 
under pressure due to weakness in its glo-
bal peers and higher trade deficit.

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
Hundreds of smart homes 
and businesses in India are 
at risk of leaking data due 
to misconfiguration of a 
protocol used to intercon-
nect and control smart 
home devices via smart 
home hubs, warns 
n e w r e -

search from glo-
bal cybersecurity 
company Avast.

The researchers 
found more than 49,000 
Message Queuing Telem-
etry Transport (MQTT) 
servers publicly visible 
on the Internet due to a 
misconfigured MQTT pro-
tocol. 

This includes more 
than 32,000 servers -- 595 

from India -- with no pass-
word protection, putting 
them at risk of leaking 
data, said the report on 
Friday. 

“It is frighteningly easy 
to gain access and control 
of a person’s smart home, 
because there are still 

many poorly secured 
protocols dating back to 
bygone technology eras 

when 
security was not a 
top concern,” said 
Martin Hron, security 

researcher at Avast. 
“Consumers need to 

be aware of the security 
concerns of connecting 
devices that control inti-
mate parts of their home 
to services they don’t fully 
understand and the im-
portance of properly con-
figuring their devices,” 
Hron said. 

When implementing 
the MQTT protocol, users 
set up a server. In the case 
of consumers, the server 
usually lives on a PC or 
some mini-computer 
such as Raspberry Pi, to 
which devices can con-
nect to and communicate 
with.

While the MQTT 
protocol itself 

is secure, severe security 
issues can arise if MQTT is 
incorrectly implemented 
and configured. 

Cybercriminals could 
gain complete access to a 
home to learn when their 
owners are home, ma-
nipulate entertainment 
systems, voice assistants 
and household devices, 
and see if smart doors and 
windows are opened or 
closed. 

Mumbai, Aug. 17 (PTI): 
Gold prices fell by INR 55 
per 10 grams at the bul-
lion market here today fol-
lowing subdued demand 
from stockists and local 
jewellers.

However, silver prices 
recovered modestly by Rs 
85 per kg due to renewed 
demand from industrial 
units.

Standard gold (99.5 
per cent purity) prices fell 
by INR 55 to end at INR 
29,315 per 10 grams from 
Thursday’s level of INR 

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, 

MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)
KOHIMA BENCH

MAC APPEAL No.4 (K) OF 2018
THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. Ltd

………. Appellant
-Vrs-

1. Shri. C.K. Shikahoto khulu
S/o Shri Chekiye
R/o New Colony, Zunheboto
District Zunheboto, Nagaland.
Police Station-Zunheboto
District-Zunheboto, Nagaland
(Owner of vehicle B/R No.NL-06-A-4023)

2. Shri. Jengki Singha
S/o Ranabhir Singha
Permanent resident of Jilubigiper Village,
P/S-Kailasour
District-Kailasour, Tripura and 
Present resident of
Zunheboto Town,
Police Station, Nagaland
(Driver of vehicle B/R No. NL-06-A-4023)

…………Respondents

NOTICE
Please take notice that the above referred case has been 

filled by the appeliant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd), 
wherein you have been implead as party respondents No. 3&4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this court on 
21.08.18 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed by order of this Court on this the 31st 
day of July, 2018

Deputy Register (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench,

Kohima, NagalandDG-767

AFFIDAVIT DECLARATION
Regd.No.585/18                                                                                                                    Dt: 13.8.18

(FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF WIDOWS OF DISEASED SOLDIERS AND CHANGE OF 
NAME OF WIVES OF VETERANS AND SERVING SOLDIERS.
1. I, Luheli Sema is legally wedded spouse on 4367855M Rank L/Hav Name 
Hekuto Sema presently residing at Xuivi Sumi, H/No.322, Ward.10, Chumukedima, 
Dimapur-797103, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as follows:- 
(a)  That I have changed my name from Luheli Sema to Luheli Sumi due to service 

record name. That my date of birth is 10th Oct 1989 (Ten October Nineteen 
Eighty Nine).

(b) That, I am producing this affidavit for the purpose of evidence for name.
(c) That both names Luheli Sema and Luheli Sumi pertain to one and the same 

person.
(d) That, I shall at all times hereafter in all records, deeds and writing and in all 

proceeding dealing with transactions, private as well as under all occasion what 
so ever be known as only Luheli Sumi.

(e) That what is stated above is true and correct to best of my knowledge information 
and belief. Nothing material had been concealed there from.

DEPONENT
VERIFICATION

I, the Deponent above named, do hereby solemnly declare and verify that the contents 
of the above Affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge and belief and nothing has 
been concealed or suppressed there from.
D.K. NAGI
NOTARY PUBLIC

D-5875

Old Name : Kaputo Kinimi
New Name: Kaputo Vikato 
   Kinimi
Vide Affidavit No. : 
1525/2018
Date: 17.08.2018

NAME CHANGE

D-5877

Old Name: Evangeline
New Name: Evangeline 
Vikato Kinimi
Vide Affidavit No. : 
1524/2018
Date: 17.08.2018

NAME CHANGE

D-5876

DG-768

29,370.
Pure gold (99.9 per cent 

purity) also moved down 
by a similar amount to 
finish at INR 29,465 per 10 
gram as against Rs 29,520 
earlier.

However, silver (.999 
fineness) rose by INR 85 
per kg to conclude at INR 
36,875 as compared to INR 
36,790, previously.

Globally, gold recov-
ered to some extent as 
weakening dollar relieved 
pressure on prices, but 
the metal remained near 
19-month lows.

Spot gold was up at 
USD 1,175.89 an ounce in 
an early European trade.

In other precious met-
als, silver was up at USD 
14.62 an ounce.

Under certain condi-
tions cybercriminals can 
even track a user’s wherea-
bouts which can be a seri-
ous privacy and security 
threat, the report said. 
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BIBLE READ:  PSALM 102:1–2, 18–28 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He looked down from His holy height. 
~  Psalm 102:19 nasb

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Role of D.El.Ed. Teachers in Imparting Quality Education

K
eeping in view the exigency of 
trained teachers in educational 
institutions, the national govern-
ment has recently implemented 

Diploma in Elementary Education (D.EI.
ED.) course for untrained teachers at 
Primary Level and Upper Primary Level 
as obligatory with immediate effect in 
order to meet all the challenges related 
to teaching and development of educa-
tion qualities throughout the country. 
Consequently innumerable prospective 
teachers hurriedly enrolled themselves 
in the last part of the month of Sept. 2017 
through internet for the said course of two 
years duration under the guidance and 
supervision of National Institute of Open 
Schooling (NIOS)

The implementation of D.EI.ED 
course may sound excellent in theory but 
it may not be so much in practise. On the 
other hand, we cannot precisely come to 
the conclusion how much it will be ef-
fective or acclaimed as suitable as well as 
feasible catering for the needs of students 
and teachers alike. Something lacking im-
perfect as well as controversial issues are 
not far to seek.

1. Non-availability  of study mate-
rials mainly, the prescribed books for the 
course, lack of proper and authentic in-
formation from time to except internet, 
ill-equipped scattered study centres with-
out well-qualified instructor/staff, hap-
hazard time-table, performing and sub-
mission of written assignments simply 

by collecting readymade answers from 
Internet – the only source of store house 
of our knowledge, PCP classes conducted 
simply as per norms without giving much 
attention and proper importance. On the 
whole there was no scope to develop and 
nurture the potentialities of teachers even 
to acquire minimum knowledge. How 
can we advocate them as trained teachers 
when they themselves are bereft of the ac-
quired qualities.

2. Some of the aims and objectives, 
title of the course for Evolution scheme of 
D.EI.ED Programme are no longer con-
sidered imperative as they are not directly 
linked with teaching and learning proc-
ess. Some are impracticable too in class 
room teaching.

3. Even before the end of First Year 
Exam. and announcement of the result, 
teachers have been asked to submit their 
fees for the admission in second year 
course. It clearly reveals that there will be 
no detention policy. All will be declared 
qualified and trained. Whenever some 
kinds of training is imparted for the great-
er interest of the nation, mainly for the 
teachers, the govt must take the decision 
cogently, otherwise it may have detrimen-
tal effects also.

4. The course is meant to some ex-
tent a Refresher Course over the subjects 
to be taught. It does not help to enhance 
abilities, knowledge and skills to teachers 
to harness their works.

5. The right qualifications for the 

teaching jobs rests on to a certain levels of 
knowledge and ability, irrespective of so 
called trained and untrained, which can 
be attained in slow degrees.

6. The success in teaching depends 
primarily on the adequate knowledge of 
the subject a teacher is going to teach. Se-
lecting or giving preference to a teacher 
merely on the basis of training may cause 
confusion and ever mar. How can a stu-
dent learn a particular subject and expect 
better performance from a teacher who 
himself is not qualified for the same?

7. Methods of teaching are contin-
uously changing. They are dynamic with 
the passage of time and changing situa-
tions. A good teacher must keep pace with 
the progress of methodology.

8. To evaluate the progress or 
measuring intelligence, abilities and ca-
pabilities of pupils solely depend on the 
performance of exam results in different 
subjects. It further evaluates the perform-
ance of the teachers and the efficacy of 
the school as a whole. We want our chil-
dren to score high marks, without trying 
to find out where their talent and their 
teaching methodology lie.

9. In private institutions, some ad-
ministrators are autocrats. They give sole 
importance to the academic performance 
of the children. Poor performance of the 
children may cause impending danger 
to the concerned teachers-insecurity of 
services.

10. In a crowded class, the teachers 

whether trained or untrained are always 
under great strain-conducting class-tests, 
periodical test, evaluating answer-scripts 
etc. Paying individual attention and car-
ing is not feasible.

11. The Schools are pre-occupied 
with preparing for the final examination 
which will entitle them to admission to 
the next class. The teachers sometimes 
fail to cover the loaded course and heavy 
syllabus from the prescribed text –books. 
The end-results of the system may be lit-
eracy but it is certainly not education.

12. There is always a cut-throat 
competition mainly among the private 
schools of repute. Most of them follow 
their own methodology including teach-
ing aids or visual aids at the Junior and 
Senior Primary stage to make the lesson 
interesting, attractive and effective.

13. There is a general tendency with 
the school authorities to prescribe more 
and more books for various types of study 
to the young students. Everyone com-
ments adversely on the sight of the school 
going boys and girls carrying bulky loads 
of books on their backs and usually their 
backs bent by the load. How can we ex-
pect to expedite the process of gaining 
knowledge by prescribing lots of books 
for study with no time for these growing 
children?

14. The present education policy 
only ensures that students attend classes 
regularly, more and more children get ad-
mitted and there be less drop-out. Here 

also the stress is on the quantity of stu-
dents in school, not the quality.

15. The courses and structures of 
studies should provide the best possible 
educational preparations for making job-
oriented.

16. When we look into the problems 
of education, we see wide scale disparities 
in the educational development in the 
urban and rural areas which affects the 
standard and quality of education. Can 
the train teachers do something in order 
to minimise the wide disparity?

In fine, we can come to the conclu-
sion that there is a crying need to stop 
such commercialisation of education at 
all level . Unless we are able to put an end 
to all such unhealthy trends in education, 
and evolves a comprehensive system of 
education at all levels, we cannot provide 
both quality and help in achieving the 
universialisation of education or mass 
education in this country. Neither can we 
make education an expensive item far 
from the access of common – man, nor 
can we afford to provide good and quality 
education to the millions of this country 
free of cost. A middle path has to be found 
very soon so as to protect the common 
children from the prevailing crisis of ed-
ucation  lest they should be the ultimate 
sufferer in the whole process. The fissipa-
rous tendencies that we notice today are 
the outcome of the lack of a definite edu-
cation policy followed by the nation,

Shibdas Ghose

While in London, a friend arranged for my wife Marlene and me to visit the Sky 
Garden. On the top floor of a thirty-five-story building in London’s business dis-
trict, the Sky Garden is a glass-encased platform filled with plants, trees, and flow-
ers. But the sky part captured our attention. We gazed down from a height of over 

500 feet, admiring St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London, and more. Our views of the capital 
city were breathtaking—providing a helpful lesson on perspective.

Our God has a perfect perspective of everything we experience. The psalmist wrote, “For 
He looked down from His holy height; from heaven the Lord gazed upon the earth, to hear the 
groaning of the prisoner, to set free those who were doomed to death” (Psalm 102:19–20 nasb).

Like the hurting people pictured in Psalm 102, we are often locked into the present with its 
struggles, “groaning” with despair. But God sees our lives from beginning to end. Our Lord is never 
caught off guard by the things that can blindside us. As the psalmist anticipated, His perfect per-
spective will lead to an ultimate rescue that sets free even those “doomed to death” (vv. 20, 27–28).

In difficult moments, remember: We may not know what is coming next, but our Lord does. 
We can trust Him with every moment that stretches before us. 

Focusing on Christ puts everything else into perspective.

Marginalised Adolescent Girls Must Have Safe Access to Education

Recycling Human 
Wastewater Can Promote 
Agricultural Sustainability

Can Autoimmunity Cause Lung Disease?

A
lmost half of India's 1.25 billion 
people are aged under 25, making 
it the youngest nation in the world. 
This can be India's biggest asset if 

the energies of the youth are channelised in 
the right direction.

This is reflected in India's policy com-
mitment. The government has made efforts 
to ensure that its youth are healthy, educat-
ed and skilled through a number of innova-
tive schemes. Particular efforts are made to 
ensure education is available to marginal-
ised communities and girls. 

However, inequitable gender norms, 
early/forced marriage, engagement in sib-
ling care, poor delivery of education, and 
lack of a safe and secure environment in 
schools, community and at home prevent 
girls from fulfilling their full potential. Girls' 

voices are unheard, they have very low aspi-
rations and don't have the courage to take 
decisions for themselves and pursue life 
opportunities. 

As per a UNICEF report, in India, one 
in three (34 per cent) adolescent girls (aged 
15-19) who are married or in union have ex-
perienced physical, sexual or emotional vi-
olence by their husband or partner. Among 
these, more than one in 10 (13 per cent) 
have experienced sexual violence by their 
partner. A recent study conducted in six 
Indian states by Save the Children, reveals 
that due to lack of safe spaces like school, 
work place and markets, many bright girls 
are forced to drop out of school. They do 
not pursue higher education and restrict 
themselves from engaging in decent work 
due to fear, and force themselves to remain 
inside their homes. 

The solution to many of these problems 

lies in empowering the girls and working 
with communities and the public educa-
tion system to make it more welcoming. In 
India, we have worked to create collectives 
of girls, bringing together 20-25 adolescents 
in selected villages, to provide them with 
a safe space to empower them by building 
their leadership skills. This helps them to 
acquire skills, knowledge, experience and 
confidence, and of course have fun by ex-
pressing themselves. This safe space pro-
vides them with opportunities to break the 
silence, reflect, think logically, critically re-
view issues, challenge deep-rooted gender 
and patriarchal norms, and emerge as ef-
fective agents of change. 

This process of Participatory Action Re-
search is an innovative, yet simple way, to 
train collectives to identify their safety and 
security issues, recognise the proliferation 
of such threats, understand provisions (le-

gal and cultural) to deal with such acts, and 
come up with concrete plans to improve the 
conditions of safety and security in their ge-
ographies by engaging with powerholders. 
Through this process, girls in India and Ne-
pal have addressed difficult issues like eve 
teasing, early and forced marriage, brought 
dropped-out girls back to school, and im-
proved sanitation and hygiene in schools. 

They have used legal avenues, including 
accessing the women's helpline when they 
were abused by boys in the community, as 
well as in cases of their friends getting mar-
ried. The cross-border discussion amongst 
the girls of the collectives has made them 
aware of the powerful actions taken on the 
identified issues. By doing so, they are cre-
ating a safe space for themselves and for 
others. 

This intervention is not unique. Many 
organisations across the country work with 

adolescent girls, build their capacities and 
enable them to fight for their rights. More 
efforts are, however, needed to tap into the 
enthusiasm and optimism of the youth 
to create a strong network to push for the 
agenda of safe spaces and safe education. 
While young people themselves can be at 
the vanguard of change, their efforts need 
to be supported through a combination of 
mass level awareness and sensitisation of 
teachers, government officials and elected 
local self-governments to address the dif-
ferent dimensions of safety and security. 

It is critical that everyone comes to-
gether to ensure that all children, especially 
marginalised adolescent girls, have safe ac-
cess to education to become confident and 
motivated individuals. 

Seema Rajput is Technical Specialist 
- Education, CARE India. The views 

expressed are those of CARE India

H
uman waste, 
which is full of 
nutrients, can 
be recycled into 

valuable products that could 
promote agricultural sus-
tainability and even better 
economic independence for 
some developing countries, 
says a new study.

The researchers, from the 
University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign in the US, 
noted that cities around the 
world produce huge quanti-
ties of wastewater.

This water when treated 
becomes an option for plac-
es where crops grow close to 
cities, such as many parts of 
Africa, Asia and Europe.

However, because of its 
weight and relatively low nu-
trient content, water is chal-
lenging to transport. 

These areas may benefit 
most from re-circulation of 
human-waste-derived nitro-
gen, potassium and phos-
phorus from cities and back 
into farm fields, said the re-
searchers.

"We grow our crops in the 
field, apply nutrient-rich fer-
tilizers, eat the crops, excrete 
all of the nitrogen, phospho-
rus and potassium and then 

those nutrients end up at the 
wastewater treatment plant," 
said Jeremy Guest, Professor 
at the varsity.

"It is a very linear, one-
directional flow of resources. 
Engineering a more circular 
nutrient cycle would create 
opportunities that could ben-
efit the environment, econo-
my and agriculture," he added.

The team's exploratory 
exercise examined 56 of the 
largest cities across six conti-
nents to assess the feasibility 
of human-waste-derived nu-
trient recirculation.

They looked at factors 
like transport distance, pop-
ulation and cropland density, 
crop nutrient requirements 
and what types of products 
would do best where.

"In some cities, we would 
need to use more advanced 
technology to recover a more 
concentrated product suit-
able for longer transport dis-
tances," said Guest.

"These are similar to the 
crystalized fertilizers that 
we are accustomed to and, 
in most cases, the technol-
ogy to produce these from 
human waste is well estab-
lished," he noted.

Source: IANS

A
utoimmunity 
plays a key role 
in the develop-
ment of chronic 

obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD), a new 
study has shown.

COPD is a group of 
lung diseases that cause 
airflow blockage and 
breathing related prob-
lems, which includes 
emphysema and bron-
chitis.

Genome-wide asso-
ciation studies have al-
ready identified several 
genes that contribute 
to the development of 
COPD, but scientists still 
lack a complete under-
standing of the pathogenesis 
of this disease.

"Our findings suggest that 
future research should target 
the role of the immune system 
in the pathogenesis of COPD. 
Understanding this relation-
ship may help to elucidate the 
biological mechanisms that 
contribute to the develop-
ment of COPD," the research-
ers reported in the paper pub-
lished in the American Journal 
of Respiratory Cell and Molec-
ular Biology.

They found that single 
nucleotide polymorphisms 
(SNPs) that represent a differ-
ence in a single DNA building 
block, called a nucleotide, and 
are the most common type of 

genetic variation among peo-
ple with COPD.

A specific SNPs rs2074488, 
is positively associated with 
COPD and is linked to the 
HLA-C gene, which presents a 
protein to B or T immune cells 
to kill bacteria or viruses, mak-
ing COPD similar to autoim-
mune disease, the researchers 
explained.

"This SNP is also associ-
ated with several autoimmune 
diseases, like Type-1 diabe-
tes and rheumatoid arthritis, 
which suggests a genetic link 
between autoimmune disease 
and COPD. Many years ago, 
people believed that one of 
the causes of COPD is because 
the autoimmune system at-
tacks its own lungs. We kind 

of confirmed that by our big 
data," said Xiangming Ji, As-
sistant Professor at Georgia 
State University.

"People are genetically 
very similar, a major differ-
ence is because of this SNP. 
This could be changed by the 
environment also. So some 
people with a specific SNP 
are more prone to get this dis-
ease," Ji added. 

In the study, the team per-
formed a phenome-wide as-
sociation study (PheWAS) of 
16 previously reported COPD-
associated SNPs and included 
data from 18,335 adults of Eu-
ropean descent.

The researchers identified 
1,805 COPD cases.

Source: IANS

Moderate Carbohydrate Intake 
May Lower Mortality Risk

I
f you are looking forward 
to boost your longevity, 
start consuming carbo-
hydrates in moderation. 

A new study has found that it 
is associated with lower risk of 
mortality.

The study found that diets 
-- both low (less than 40 per 
cent energy) and high (more 
than 70 per cent energy) in 
carbohydrates -- were linked 
with an increase in mortality, 
while moderate consumers of 
carbohydrates (50-55 per cent 
of energy) had the lowest risk 
of mortality.

"These findings bring to-
gether several strands that 
have been controversial. Too 
much and too little carbohy-
drate can be harmful but what 
counts most is the type of fat, 
protein, and carbohydrate," 
said co-author Walter Willett, 
Professor at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health 
in Boston.

For the study, published 
in The Lancet Public Health 
journal, the team involved 
15,428 adults aged between 45 
and 64 years. The participants 
reported consuming 600-4200 
kcal per day for men and 500-
3600 kcal per day for women.

The researchers estimated 
that from age 50, the average 
life expectancy was an addi-
tional 33 years for those with 

moderate carbohydrate intake 
-- four years longer than those 
with very low carbohydrate 
consumption (29 years), and 
one year longer compared to 
those with high carbohydrate 
consumption (32 years). 

However, they highlight 
that since diets were only 
measured at the start of the 
trial and six years later, dietary 
patterns could change over 
25 years, which might make 
the reported effect of car-
bohydrate consumption on 
lifespan less certain.

The researchers also per-
formed a meta-analysis of 
data from eight prospec-
tive cohorts involving data 
from 432,179 people in North 
American, European, and 
Asian countries. 

This revealed similar 
trends, with participants 
whose overall diets were high 
and low in carbohydrates hav-
ing a shorter life expectancy 
than those with moderate 
consumption.

It also showed that low-
carb diets that replace carbo-
hydrates with proteins and 
fats from plant sources asso-
ciated with lower risk of mor-
tality compared to those that 
replace carbohydrates with 
proteins and fat from animal 
sources.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You might find 
that someone close to you needs a hand to-
day, Aries. They could be too proud to ask 
for help. Don’t let that stop you. If you see a 

situation in which you can help, do it. Don’t wait for an 
invitation or request. Simply assess the situation and 
do what you can. Your efforts will be appreciated and 
you’ll feel good about making a difference.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): When was the 
last time you used a pen and paper, Tau-
rus? The keyboard has all but replaced these 
wonderful tools. In the same way that walk-

ing provides more than fresh air, the kinesthetic value 
of writing’s rhythmic motion is far more soothing and 
healing than people realize. Moving your hand across 
the page can feel good. It unlocks places within that 
typing can’t access. Try it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today could 
bring a keen sense of empathy and under-
standing, Gemini. Verbal communication is 

likely to be enhanced. Take advantage of this by talking 
through any problems or issues with important people 
in your life. Go to visit or call to work things out. Most 
importantly, express your affection for those closest to 
you by telling them straight out what they mean to you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t be surprised 
if your mind goes a thousand miles a second 
today, Cancer. Slowing down will be difficult, 
and you’ll have to find a way to express what’s 

in your head. The planetary aspects lend strength to 
communication. Perhaps talking out your ideas or writ-
ing to someone whose insight you value will help. Even 
doodling can give you a place to put your thoughts.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Welcome to another 
great day, Leo! The energy from the plan-
etary aspects is positive and encouraging, 
especially when it comes to communicating 

and interacting with others. Take advantage of this. Get 
together with friends and family for a pleasant visit. 
Consider inviting people over for games or dinner. A 
potluck can be fun. You work hard all the time, so play 
gently today.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might be really 
interested in getting out and doing something 
with the special people in your life, Virgo. You 
can thank the day’s planetary aspects, which 

are conspiring to make this a perfect time to get to-
gether. Is there a place you’re curious about and want 
to visit? Go today. Pack up the family or friends, and go 
for a fun day to check it out.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Libra, consider 
channeling your philosophical inspirations 
into creative writing, Libra. It’s probably 
something you’ll enjoy. Even if you haven’t ex-

pressed yourself in this way before, there’s no better day 
than today to give it a whirl. Try your hand at poetry or 
fiction. If that seems too daunting, start a journal. This 
will give you a place to collect your thoughts and insights.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You might need 
to be alone today, Scorpio. You’re probably sur-
rounded by people most of the time. It can be 
unhealthy if you can’t occasionally be alone 

with your thoughts and feelings. It’s critical to take care of 
your emotional well-being, since you have a deeply sen-
sitive nature. With all the continuous activity around you, 
make time to connect with this important part of you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
you may want to go your own way regard-
less of what anyone else wants, Sagittarius. 
Your independence is important to you, but 

compromise might be needed in order to avoid con-
flict. Consider splitting your time between those close 
to you and yourself. Explain to your loved ones why 
you need alone time. If it’s done with grace and humor, 
they’ll undoubtedly support you.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today may 
find you in the mood for an adventure or a 
visit, Capricorn. When was the last time you 
took a day for something like this? It’s prob-

ably been too long. Not only will you enjoy it but others 
will be thrilled to spend time with you, too. Whether 
you invite a friend along or go alone, seize the opportu-
nity to visit people or see someplace new.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Serious think-
ing and communication are enhanced to-
day, Aquarius. They’re already strong quali-
ties in you, and with this added boost, you’ll 

need an outlet for expression. A journal is an excellent 
vehicle. Talking is another. If you have issues or worries, 
consider getting together with all involved and airing 
your thoughts. It’s a perfect day to resolve problems.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might feel cor-
nered into doing something you don’t want to 
do today, Pisces. Perhaps you made a promise 
to handle a project. Maybe someone decides 

it’s the day to call in an I.O.U. Either way, say so if you 
aren’t comfortable following through. Today’s energy 
enhances your ability to express yourself and be under-
stood. Rescheduling may be far better than potential re-
sentment.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Prajwal Bhatt | thewire.in

Leah Kardos | The Conversation

In Relief Camps, Survivors Recount Their 
Escape From Floods in Karnataka’s Kodagu

Aretha Franklin: Sublime Soul Diva Whose 
Voice Inspired the Civil Rights Movement

Roads have been cut off in many places due to landslides, and the incessant rains and mist are making rescue operations by air difficult.

A
s the mist clears on 
Friday morning in 
Madikeri, the people 
of the town are com-

ing to grips with the devastation 
caused by incessant rains in Kar-
nataka’s Kodagu district for the 
past one week.

Three relief camps have been 
set up in Madikeri – near the 
Omkareshwara Temple, Gen-
eral Thimmaiah Public School 
and Maitreyi Hall – where over 
200 people have camped af-
ter leaving behind their homes. 
“We decided to leave Makkan-
dur yesterday afternoon after 
there was a landslide. There is 
no road connectivity to our vil-
lage for a week, so we packed our 
bags and trekked in the forest for 
over an hour before reaching the 
Makkandur school where a camp 
was set up,” recounts Kaveri (35), 
a survivor from Makkanduru vil-
lage which was washed away on 
Thursday.

“We were there for a few 
hours and we were asked to 
move again by the police, this 
time to Madikeri,” she says.

Kaveri reached the relief 
camp at General Thimmaiah 
Public School in Madikeri on 
Thursday night along with her 
husband Subramani and three 
daughters – Premkala (13), Ma-
nasvi (11) and Chandana (15). 
“Our village is washed away. We 
packed our bags and left our 
house not knowing if we will sur-

vive,” she says.
When TNM visited relief 

camps in Madikeri, people from 
several areas including Makkan-
dur, Udayagiri, Yemmethalu, 
Kotagiri and Thanthipala were 
housed there, with each family 
revealing a gut-wrenching story 
of leaving their belongings and 
homes behind.

Scores of people are still 

trapped in Makkandur, Haleri, 
Doddanekundi Betta and Ka-
takeri, where fresh rescue op-
erations are underway to bring 
people stranded to safety. Roads 
have been cut off in many places 
due to landslides, and the inces-
sant rains and mist are making 
rescue operations by air difficult.

“We still don’t know where 
many of our friends in the village 

are. Some have come with us 
but some are still trapped there 
and we can’t reach them over the 
phone. There are hills on all sides 
of Makkandur and the landslides 
and the rains have completely 
flooded fields in the village,” 
Kaveri adds.

Like Kaveri, Pushpalatha (42) 
and her daughter Sahana (21) de-
cided to leave Chamundeshwari 

Nagar after the rains escalated 
on Thursday. “We have not seen 
rains like this for decades. Both 
Chamundeshwari Nagar and In-
dira Nagar residents decided to 
leave their homes for safer plac-
es,” she says.

Officials at the Kodagu Dis-
trict Collector’s office admitted 
that scores of people are still 
trapped in the district. A relief 
camp at the Hiriya Prathamika 
Shale (Higher Primary School) 
in Makkandur was cut off from 
Madikeri on Thursday evening 
and efforts are underway to shift 
hundreds of people stranded to 
relief camps in Madikeri. Peo-
ple from several villages around 
Makkandur are making their way 
to the school in the village in the 
hope of being rescued to safety.

The relief operations restart-
ed on Friday morning after heavy 
mist led to the operations ending 
much before sunset on Thurs-
day. “The visibility was affected 
yesterday so we are figuring out 
ways to conduct the relief opera-
tions early in the day today. Civil 
defence, NDRF officials, air force 
officials, police and emergency 
services like ambulance and fire 
control have been pressed into 
service,” said Praveen Kumar, an 
official at the DC office.

However, officials are wary 
of further landslides, especially 
on the state highway connecting 
villages in the district. “If we pass 
an area and there is a landslide 
there, then we are trapped. It is 
almost like we are landlocked 

from all sides. We were headed 
to Makkandur but en route we 
changed plans to go to Mukkod-
lu for rescue operations,” says 
Nagendra, a civil defence official. 
This, after 50-60 people were 
seen waving from the hilly area 
of Mukkodlu awaiting rescue.

The rains, meanwhile, 
showed no signs of slowing 
down. According to the Kar-
nataka State Natural Disaster 
Monitoring Centre (KSNDMC) 
146.4 mm rain was recorded in 
Madikeri taluk, which is 253% 
more than the normal rainfall 
of 41.5 mm. Somwarpet taluk 
recorded 87.6 mm rainfall and 
Virajpet taluk recorded 115 mm 
rainfall bringing life to a halt in 
several places in the district.

“Everyone  has seen the  scary 
visuals aired on television yester-
day. People of Madikeri are not 
new to rains but if you see the 
landslides in different parts of 
the town, we have seen nothing 
like this in decades”, says Sud-
heesh, a volunteer helping out 
those in need of relief.

The residents of the district 
are coming together to help peo-
ple stranded by the rains. In addi-
tion to relief camps set up in gov-
ernment schools in the district, 
several residents and home-stay 
owners  have opened their doors 
and are taking in strangers. The 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) has also set up a camp 
near the Omkareshwara Temple 
in Madikeri, where food is being 
served.

I
t is no coincidence that two of 
Aretha Franklin’s celebrated 
contemporaries who trav-
elled to Detroit to see the 

singer in the last stages of her ill-
ness were Stevie Wonder and Jesse 
Jackson. It is hard to overestimate 
Franklin’s importance to both mu-
sic and the civil rights movement – 
and the presence of one of music’s 
greatest figures alongside Martin 
Luther King Jr’s right-hand man 
at her bedside in the final days of 
her life is a fitting tribute to one of 
the true greats of Black American 
culture.

Aretha Franklin was the 
“Queen of Soul”. One of the be-
stselling recording artists of all 
time, she became famous in the 
1960s as a singer with a uniquely 
expressive voice possessing great 
passion and control. Her hit songs 
in the late 1960s tapped into the 
spirit of the civil rights movement 
while her hit cover (and gendered 
re-authoring) of Otis Redding’s 
Respect was an anthem of black 
female empowerment.

The first woman to be induct-
ed into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 1987, Franklin’s voice was 
declared one of Michigan’s im-
portant “natural resources” two 
years before. She won 18 Grammy 
Awards including the Lifetime 
Achievement Award (in 1994) and 
presided over a rich recorded mu-
sical legacy preserved in 42 studio 
albums, 131 singles, six live al-
bums and more. Her iconic per-
formances and productions came 

to define the term “soul music” 
in the 20th century, setting the 
standard for black female vocal 
excellence.
Gospel origins
The daughter of celebrity Detroit 
minister CL Franklin, Franklin 
was born in Memphis in 1942 and 
raised in Detroit, starting her sing-
ing career in the choir at her fa-
ther’s New Bethel Baptist Church. 
She belonged to a generation of 
African American artists who mi-
grated from the south during a 
time when segregation and Jim 
Crow law was still in effect, who 
then went on to participate in 
mainstream American culture.

Her deep connection to the 
southern freedom movement was 
familial and spiritual as well as 
musical – her father was actively 
involved with Democratic party 
politics and the civil rights move-
ment. Politicians and activists – 
along with many of the gospel su-
perstars of the day – were a fixture 
in the family home. As a result, 
Franklin received formative musi-
cal mentoring from stars such as 
Dinah Washington and Mahalia 
Jackson in addition to inheriting 
a strong commitment to social 
justice. She was to support pro-
gressive politics throughout her 
career.

For people stuck in political 
struggles for equality and respect, 
Franklin’s voice came to articulate 
the collective emotion, frustra-
tion, strength and depth of their 
experiences. Her voice rang out at 

historical political milestones – at 
the 1968 Democratic party con-
vention in Chicago that shortly 
followed the assassinations of 
Martin Luther King Jr and Robert 
F Kennedy, and at the inaugura-
tion of the first African American 
president Barack Obama in 2009. 
She also performed at pre-inau-
guration concerts for Democratic 
party presidents Jimmy Carter 
and Bill Clinton.

Inspired to follow in the foot-
steps of Sam Cooke, Franklin be-
gan her solo singing career in 1960 
performing on the gospel circuit 
and signing a record deal with Co-
lumbia Records. Her first secular 
albums in the early 1960s blended 
R&B styles with pop and jazz and 
achieved only modest success. It 
wasn’t until her move to Atlantic 
records and a deliberate return to 
gospel music stylings in 1967 that 
Franklin made her commercial 
breakthrough.

Recording at FAME studios in 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama, working 
in partnership with Atlantic co-
owner and producer Jerry Wexler 
and the legendary Muscle Shoals 
rhythm section, Franklin’s debut 
for Atlantic, I Never Loved a Man 
the Way I Love You, was certi-
fied gold in the same year of its 
release. Her work with Wexler at 
Muscle Shoals during this period 
spawned many well-known hits 
such as Chain of Fools, (You Make 
Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman, 
Respect, and I Say A Little Prayer.
Great interpreter
While she recorded and per-
formed her own compositions 

from time to time (hit 1968 single 
and feminist anthem Think is an 
original song of hers), Franklin 
earned a great part of her fame 
as a unique interpreter of other 
people’s songs. Through gospel-
influenced musical rearrange-
ment, and her striking changes to 
melodic content, she effectively 
re-authored material written by 
others, asserting a sense of crea-
tive ownership through spirited 
and dynamic vocal performance.

Franklin often altered the con-
text of the existing lyric through 
her inflection and emphasis or by 
introducing call and answer inter-
play with her background singers. 
These voices of sisterly support 
were often provided by her very 
own siblings, Erma and Carolyn 

Franklin or The Sweet Inspirations 
(a girl group founded by Cissy 
Houston and Lee Warwick, the 
mothers of Whitney and Dionne). 
Using these techniques, as she did 
with Respect, lyrics could be repo-
sitioned to reflect the black female 
perspective. Another later exam-
ple of this can be found in her in-
terpretation of the Rolling Stones’ 
Jumpin’ Jack Flash in 1986, which 
was used as the theme tune for the 
Whoopi Goldberg film of the same 
name.

Music culture owes Franklin a 
debt for bringing ecstatic pente-
costal fervour to popular music, 
pushing the expressive bounda-
ries of the contemporary sing-
ing voice. She was one of the first 
true great divas of soul (alongside 

Diana Ross) – fusing gospel and 
African American spiritual mu-
sic traditions with the blues, pop 
and R&B to create the template of 
vocal expressiveness and authen-
ticity that artists aspire to still. In 
doing so she set the stage for the 
technical virtuosity of Whitney 
Houston and Mariah Carey.

A fierce musical talent not only 
in sensitive and dynamic vocal in-
terpretation but also as a skilled 
pianist and arranger, Franklin 
demanded respect from us. And 
because of her many great artistic 
and cultural achievements, it will 
forever be given.

Leah Kardos is a Senior Lecturer 
in Music at the Kingston 

University.
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868 dead due to rains, floods in 
seven states during monsoon

New Mineral Policy in two 
months – Mines Ministry

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (PTI): 
As many as 868 people 
have lost their lives, 247 
of them in Kerala, due to 
rains, floods and land-
slides in seven states dur-
ing the monsoon season 
so far, the Home Ministry 
said today.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Home Ministry’s Nation-
al Emergency Response 
Centre (NERC), 247 peo-
ple have died in Kerala, 
where 2.11 lakh people 
in 14 districts have been 
badly hit by the rains and 
floods and over 32,500 
hectares of crops dam-
aged.

As many as 191 peo-
ple have died in Uttar 
Pradesh, 183 people in 
West Bengal, 139 in Ma-
harashtra, 52 in Gujarat, 
45 in Assam and 11 in 
Nagaland.

A total of 33 people 
have also been missing, 
28 in Kerala and five in 
West Bengal, while 274 
have been injured in rain-
related incidents in the 
states.

The deluge and rains 
have hit 26 districts in 
Maharashtra, 23 in As-
sam, 23 in West Bengal, 
14 in Kerala, 13 in Uttar 
Pradesh, 11 in Nagaland 
and 10 in Gujarat.

Nearly two lakh peo-
ple have been living in 
relief camps in Kerala 
and 43 teams of National 

No change in Rahul’s itinerary during 
UK, Germany visits — Congress
Ne w  D e l h i ,  A u g . 1 7 
(IANS): The Congress 
clarified on Friday that 
there has been no change 
in the engagements of 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi during his sched-
uled visits to Germany 
and the UK and accused 
the BJP of trying to un-
dermine the visit because 
“it is getting popular”.

Congress spokesper-
son Priyanka Chaturvedi 
said there is “absolutely 
no change in Gandhi’s 
itinerary”.

“He will  go as per 
schedule of the itinerary 
decided by the Indian 
Overseas Congress (IOC). 
He will engage and in-
teract with various sec-
tions of people as per 
the schedule. There is no 
change in the plans,” she 
said.

“BJP is trying to un-
dermine the entire visit 

because they know how 
popular it is getting and 
how people wish to hear 
Rahul Gandhi and want 
to reach out to him,” she 
added.

Chaturvedi said if the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) was attempting to 
get any invite withdrawn, 
it exposes “its pettiness 
and its shortsightedness” 
at a time when leaders 
from across the politi-
cal spectrum were ap-
preciating the demo-
cratic norms followed by 
former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Co n g re s s  s o u rc e s 
said IOC Chairman Sam 
Pitroda had conveyed 
that there had been no 
change in the proposed 
visit of Gandhi to the UK 
Parliament.

A media report said 
on Friday that Indian-or-
igin millionaire Dr Rami 

Ranger, co-chairman of 
the Conservative Friends 
of India, and Tory peer 
Baroness Verma have re-
scinded an invitation to 
Rahul Gandhi during his 
trip to London saying 
the event had been can-
celled.

It also said Labour MP 
Keith Vaz has sponsored 
a room elsewhere in the 
Parliament and Indian 
Overseas Congress (IOC) 
has taken over running 
the event.

Rahul Gandhi will be 
visiting Germany and 
London next week to 
meet businessmen, poli-
ticians, academics and 
Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs).

Sam Pitroda said in a 
tweet on Thursday that 
Gandhi will be visiting 
Germany on August 22 
and 23 and London on 
August 24 and 25.

Rajiv Gandhi assassination case: SC 
to hear convict’s plea in October
New Delhi, Aug. 17 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said it would hear in Oc-
tober a plea by one of the 
convicts in former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination case, regard-
ing the status of probe 
by the CBI-led Multi 
Disciplinary Monitor-
ing Agency (MDMA) into 
conspiracy behind the 
murder.

The MDMA, set up in 
1998, has been investigat-
ing the larger conspiracy 
behind Rajiv Gandhi’s 
assassination on the 
night of May 21, 1991 at 
Sriperumbudur in Tamil 
Nadu by a woman sui-
cide bomber, identified 
as Dhanu, at a poll rally. 
Fourteen others, includ-
ing Dhanu herself, were 
also killed in the blast. 

Gandhi’s assassina-
tion was perhaps the first 
case of suicide bomb-
ing which had claimed 
the life of a high-profile 
leader.

The MDMA, which 
was established on the 
recommendations of Jus-
tice M C Jain Commis-
sion of Inquiry that had 
probed the conspiracy 
aspect of Gandhi’s assas-
sination, is headed by a 
CBI official and compris-
es officers from IB, RAW 

and Revenue Intelligence 
and other agencies.

The matter  today 
came up for hearing be-
fore a bench of Justices 
Ranjan Gogoi, Navin Sin-
ha and K M Joseph.

“We will have to hear 
it,” the bench said, add-
ing that the case would 
be listed for hearing in 
October.

45-year-old A G Per-
arivalan, who is serving 
life sentence, had ear-
lier moved the apex court 
seeking suspension of his 
jail term till the comple-
tion of the probe by the 
MDMA.

The MDMA, in its 
report filed in the apex 
court earlier, had said 
that probe was still open 
and Letters Rogatory 
were issued to various 
countries, including Sri 
Lanka, where some of the 
persons required to be in-
vestigated were residing. 

On March 14,  the 
top court had dismissed 
Perarivalan’s plea seek-
ing recall of the May 11, 
1999 verdict upholding 
his conviction in the case.

The court had asked 
the MDMA to file a report 
with regard to the status 
of a letter rogatory sent to 
Sri Lanka for examining 
one of the accused Nixon 

alias Suren, who is lodged 
in Colombo jail.

Recently on August 
10, the Centre had told 
the apex court that it does 
not concur with the Tamil 
Nadu government’s pro-
posal to release seven 
convicts in the Rajiv Gan-
dhi assassination case, 
saying remission of their 
sentence will set a “dan-
gerous precedent” and 
have “international rami-
fications”.

On January 23, the 
apex court had asked the 
Centre to take a deci-
sion within three months 
on a 2016 letter by the 
Tamil Nadu government 
seeking its concurrence 
on releasing the seven 
convicts.

The letter, written on 
March 2, 2016, had said 
the state government has 
already decided to re-
lease the seven convicts, 
but it is necessary to seek 
the Centre’s concurrence 
as per an apex court order 
of 2015.

The convicts, V Sri-
haran alias Murugan, T 
Suthendraraja alias San-
tham, A G Perarivalan 
alias Arivu, Jayakumar, 
Robert Payas, P Ravi-
chandaran and Nalini, 
have been in jail for 25 
years.

CBI raids former Bihar minister’s residence in shelter home case

Row over Panchayat polls has led to constitutional crisis – WB govt. to SC
New Delhi, Aug. 17 (PTI): The West 
Bengal government today told the 
Supreme Court that the row over 
the recently concluded panchayat 
polls in the state has led to a “con-
stitutional crisis” since the tenure 
of several Panchayats were over 
and new bodies have not been 
made functional.

The apex court had earlier 
stayed the Calcutta High Court 
order asking the state election body 
to accept the nomination papers 
filed through e-mail for panchayat 
elections and directed the poll 
panel not to declare in the gazette 
the names of those candidates who 
had won unopposed.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra and Justice D Y Chandrachud 
was told that a constitutional crisis 
has emerged as tenure under Arti-
cle 243(E) (duration of Panchayat) 
of the Constitution of several pan-
chayats is over.

“The funds allotted to pan-
chayats will go back. There is a 
constitutional crisis under Article 
243(E) of the Constitution. The de-
velopment in the villages has come 
to a standstill,” the counsel for the 
state government said.

The top court, said that it is a 
part heard matter by a three-judge 
bench and only when the bench is 
in appropriate combination, it will 
be taken up for hearing.

It listed the matter for further 
hearing on August 20.

The top court had on August 
13 asked the West Bengal State 
Election Commission (WBSEC) as 
to whether it conducted any probe 
into the fact that a large number of 
seats in the local body elections in 
the state went uncontested.

Out of a total 58,692 posts 
for gram panchayat village, zilla 
parishad and panchayat samiti, 
20,159 had remained uncontested 
in the violence-marred local polls 
in the state held in May this year.

It had said the state poll panel 
that the issue of huge number of 
uncontested seats has been both-
ering it. The poll panel had argued 
that 33 per cent of nearly 50,000 
panchayat seats going uncontested 
in the state was not “an alarming 
situation”. 

It had cited Uttar Pradesh 
where almost 57 per cent pancha-
yat seats went uncontested and the 
figure was 51, 67 and 27.6 per cent 

in Haryana, Sikkim and Andhra 
Pradesh respectively.

The panel had said that it can-
not persuade political parties to 
field candidates and, moreover, it 
took prompt actions when it re-
ceived complaints about panchay-
at elections and even held re-polls.

The West Bengal government 
had said that the panchayat polls 
cannot be set aside on the basis 
of “conjecture and surmises” of 
some political parties as no indi-
vidual candidate has approached 
the court with the claim that he or 
she has been restrained from filing 
nomination papers.

The ruling All India Trinamool 
Congress party had contended 
that not a single candidate has 
approached any court with the 
grievance that he or she has been 
stopped from filing nomination 
papers. The opposition parties 
CPI(M) and BJP, who have opposed 
the contention of the state govern-
ment, poll panel and the TMC, 
alleged that West Bengal did not 
witness a free and fair election and 
the candidates hailing from these 
two parties were stopped from fil-
ing nomination papers.

During the previous hearings, 
the apex court had expressed shock 
at the fact that “thousands and 
thousands” of seats in the recent 
West Bengal panchayat polls had 
remained uncontested, observ-
ing that these figures showed that 
grass root-level democracy was not 
working.

It had directed the state elec-
tion commission to provide exact 
statistics about such contested 
posts by tomorrow.

Elections were held in phases 
for 48,650 posts in Gram Panchay-
ats, 825 posts in Zilla Parishads and 
9,217 posts in Panchayat Samitis 
and it has been alleged that around 
34 per cent seats were uncontested.

The apex court had earlier 
refused to stay the poll process 
observing that there were a pleth-
ora of judgements which have 
held that once the poll process has 
begun, it cannot be interfered into 
by any court.

The court was hearing an ap-
peal filed by the state election 
panel against the High Court order 
asking it to accept the nomination 
papers filed through e-mail for the 
panchayat elections.

Patna, Aug. 17 (PTI): The 
CBI today raided nearly a 
dozen properties in four 
districts of Bihar, including 
residences of former state 
minister Manju Verma in 
Patna and in her native 
place Begusarai, in con-
nection with the Muzaf-
farpur shelter home sex 
scandal case, officials said.

Properties at seven lo-
cations in Muzaffarpur 
were raided, including 
a hotel belonging to the 
main accused Brajesh 
Thakur and residences of 
a few of his friends and 
relatives, they said.

The central probe 
agency also raided the 
residence of Madhu Ku-
mari, said to be closely 
involved with Thakur’s 
NGO activities. She has 
been absconding.

The agency raided 
Thakur’s home in his an-
cestral village Panchdaha 
in Muzaffarpur district.

The residence of Ravi 
Raushan, an accused in 
the case and who was 
posted as district child 
protection officer in Mu-
zaffarpur, was also raided 
in Motihari in East Cham-
paran district. Raushan 
has been arrested.

During investigation, 
Raushan’s wife had tak-
en the name of former 
minister Verma’s husband 
- Chandeshwar Prasad 
Verma - in connection 

Ne w  D e l h i ,  A u g . 1 7 
(IANS): The government 
is giving final touches to 
the draft National Min-
eral Policy and is likely to 
announce it within two 
months, a Mines Ministry 
official said on Friday.

“The new policy aims 
to give a big boost to ex-
ploration activities. In 
three to five years, the 
exploration of minerals 
should gather momen-
tum and double every 
year,” Mines Joint Secre-
tary Bipul Pathak said.

Pathak was speaking 
at a National Summit 
on Mineral Exploration 
and Sustainability, or-
ganised by industry body 
Ficci and International 
Institute of Corporate 
Sustainability and Re-
sponsibility (IICSR).

Responding to indus-
try’s concern over high 
taxes, the new policy will 
take cognisance of the 
recommendations on 
royalties and other levies 
to put a liberal regime in 
place, he said.

Pathak urged the pri-
vate sector to step up 
investment in mineral 
exploration and assured 
industry that the govern-
ment will extend finan-
cial and other support to 
junior exploration com-
panies developed by the 
private sector.

Explaining the rea-
sons for the lack of pri-

vate investment in the 
sector, Vedanta Director 
Kishore Kumar called 
for  making explora-
tion blocks sustainable 
through offer of larger 
blocks and mining rights 
to companies doing re-
connaissance work.

Making available 
technology and equip-
ment developed indig-
enously to explorers and 
benchmarking of taxa-
tion with international 
norms were the other 
requests made by Ku-
mar.

Essel Mining and In-
dustries MD and Ficci 
Mining Committee Chair 
Tuhin Mukherjee stressed 
the need to develop a sus-
tainability framework at 
the planning stage itself 
and called for introspec-
tion on the need to open 
mines wherever minerals 
were available.

Advocating for sus-
tainable mining, IICSR 
Founder Harsha Mukher-
jee said the day is not 
far when the country’s 
progress will be meas-
ured in terms of sustain-
able domestic produc-
tion rather than its Gross 
Domestic Product.

Geological Survey of 
India Director General 
Dinesh Gupta spoke of 
the opportunities and 
challenges in expediting 
mineral exploration in 
the country.

Officials conduct a raid at a property of Brajesh Thakur, the prime accused in the Muzaffarpur shelter home sex scandal, in Patna on Friday.
PTI

Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) consisting of 
nearly 2,000 rescuers and 

163 boats have been de-
ployed in the state.

The IAF has deployed 

23 helicopters and 11 
transport aircraft. Some 
of the aircraft are being 

flown in from Yelahanka 
(Karnataka) and Nagpur 
(Maharashtra).

The Indian Navy has 
deployed 51 boats along 
with diving teams and 
1,000 life jackets and 
1,300 gumboots are being 
rushed to Kerala today. 
It has flown 16 sorties in 
last two days in rescue 
operations and it will air-
drop 1,600 food packets 
today.

The Coast Guard has 
deployed 30 boats along 
with rescue teams, 300 
life jackets, seven life rafts 
and 144 life buoys.

The Army has pressed 
into service 10 columns, 
10 Engineering Task Forc-
es (ETFs), 60 boats and 
100 life jackets.

One unit of the Terri-
torial Army has also been 
deployed in Kerala.

In Assam, 11.45 lakh 
people have borne the 
brunt of the rains and 
floods, which have also 
hit crops in 27,600 hec-
tares of land.

Altogether 14 teams 
of the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), 
comprising 357 rescuers, 
are engaged in rescue and 
relief operations in As-
sam, the NERC said.

In West Bengal, 2.27 
lakh people have been 
affected by the floods and 
crops in 48,550 hectares 
have been damaged.

In Uttar Pradesh, 1.74 
lakh people are affected 
by the monsoon rains 
which have also damaged 
33,855 hectares of crops.

Nine NDRF teams 
are deployed in Uttar 
Pradesh, eight in West 
Bengal, seven in Gujarat, 
four in Maharashtra and 
one in Nagaland.

Modi to visit flood-
battered Kerala

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who talked to 
Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on the 
flood situation on Friday, 
will travel to the state for 
an aerial of the affected 
areas on Saturday.

“Later this evening, I 
will be heading to Kerala 
to take stock of the un-
fortunate situation due to 
flooding,” Modi tweeted.

“Had a  te lephone 
conversation with Kerala 
Chief Minister just now. 
We discussed the flood 
situation across the state 
and reviewed rescue op-
erations. “

Mo d i  i s  e x p e c t e d 
to land in Thiruvanan-
thapuram by 9 p.m. and 
will be staying at the Raj 
Bhavan. He will take an 
aerial survey of the flood-
hit areas on Saturday.

Torrential rains, over-
flowing rivers and a series 
of landslides have result-
ed in the death of nearly 
100 people in the state.

with the sexual abuse of 
34 girls lodged at the state-
funded shelter home run 
by Thakur’s NGO in Muz-
affarpur city.

She alleged that Ver-
ma’s husband was a fre-
quent visitor to the shelter 
home.

Verma resigned as so-
cial welfare minister last 
week after it was disclosed 
that Thakur had spoken 
to her husband 17 times 
between January and June 
this year.

Speaking to the media 
from a prison van inside 

a court complex, Thakur 
last week admitted he had 
been speaking to Verma’s 
husband but maintained 
they talked about political 
issues mainly.

In two cars, CBI offi-
cials arrived at Verma’s 
residence on Strand Road 
in Patna this morning and 
carried out an intensive 
search there.

The residence of her 
in-laws under Cheria 
Bariarpur assembly seg-
ment in Begusarai, which 
she represents, was also 
raided.

Other places raided in 
Patna included the office 
of Thakur’s Hindi daily 
‘Pratah Kamal’ on Bud-
dha Marg and the home 
of a counsellor attached 
to the state social welfare 
department in Pataliputra 
Colony.

After the scandal broke 
out nearly two months 
ago, opposition parties in 
the state demanded a CBI 
probe into the case and 
its monitoring by the high 
court.

Under pressure, the 
state government conced-

ed both the demands and 
requested the high court 
to monitor the probe and 
ensure a speedy trial of the 
accused by appointing a 
special judge.

The matter had come 
to light earlier this year 
when the Bihar Social Wel-
fare Department filed an 
FIR based on a social audit 
of the shelter home by 
Mumbai-based Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences.

The audit report stated 
that girls at the shelter 
home had complained of 
sexual abuse.
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News IN BrIef
Sisi, Macron voice support for 
political settlement in Libya
Cairo, Aug. 17 (IANS): Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah 
al-Sisi and his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron on 
Thursday called for a political settlement in Libya. The 
call was issued in a phone conversation held by the two 
leaders, Egyptian presidential spokesman Bassam Rady 
said in a statement, Xinhua reported. “Noting that the two 
countries are keen to restore stability and security along 
the Mediterranean region, the two presidents discussed the 
recent developments in Libya and means of pushing the 
political settlement forward in the north African country,” 
the statement said. The two leaders agreed that a national 
consensus among different Libyan parties would be the 
solution and the Libyan crisis can only be resolved by Libyan 
people, it said.

Kim Jong-un slams international 
sanctions on N Korea
Seoul, Aug. 17 (IANS): North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
slammed international sanctions against Pyongyang during 
a visit to an under-construction tourist complex, state media 
reported on Friday. Kim denounced the sanctions in a 
meeting with construction workers in the Wonsan-Kalma 
tourist area, along the eastern coast of the Asian country, 
lashing out at “hostile forces trying to stifle the Korean 
people through brigandish sanctions and blockade”, reports 
Efe news Kim, who was accompanied by his wife, Ri Sol-
ju, and senior party officials, said that the completion of  
the project, despite international sanctions, would show the 
world the unity of the North Korean people.

Saudi Arabia says it contributed 
USD 100 mn. for northeast Syria
Dubai, Aug. 17 (PTI/AP): Saudi Arabia says it has 
contributed USD 100 million to northeast Syria for 
“stabilisation projects” in areas once held by the Islamic State 
group. A statement early today from the Saudi Embassy in 
Washington says the money “will save lives, help facilitate 
the return of displaced Syrians and help ensure that ISIS 
cannot reemerge to threaten Syria, its neighbours, or plan 
attacks against the international community,” using an 
alternate acronym for the militant group. The statement says 
the money will go toward agriculture, education, road works, 
rubble removal and water service for the region, which 
is now largely held by the US-backed Syrian Democratic 
Forces.

US sanctions Myanmar military 
commanders over Rohingya ‘ethnic 
cleansing’
Washington, Aug. 17 (PTI/AFP): The US government 
today hit four Myanmar military commanders and two 
military units with punitive sanctions, accusing them of  
“serious human rights abuses” and “ethnic cleansing” in 
violently expelling minority Rohingya from their homes. 
Military and border guard commanders Aung Kyaw Zaw, 
Khin Maung Soe, Khin Hlaing, and Thura San Lwin were 
accused of leading violent campaigns against the Muslim 
Rohingya in Rakhine state as well as minorities in Kachin 
and Shan states. 

Pompeo announces new team for 
Iran strategy
Washington, Aug. 17 (IANS): US Secretary of  State 
Mike Pompeo has unveiled a new team to coordinate 
the administrations post-nuclear deal approach to Iran 
and bolster support for the strategy abroad. The Iran 
Action Group will be helmed by Brian Hook, Pompeo’s 
senior policy adviser, who will receive the title of special 
representative for Iran, reports Politico news.  Pompeo told 
reporters on Thursday that the coalition is charged with 
“directing, reviewing and coordinating all aspects of the 
State Department’s Iran-related activity” and will report 
directly to him. The main objective of the new US strategy 
is to change the behaviour of the Iranian regime by applying 
economic pressure and diplomatic isolation to squeeze 
Tehran.

Afghan president visits violence-hit 
Ghazni city
Kabul, Aug. 17 (IANS): Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
visited Ghazni city on Friday to assess the security situation 
following a Taliban offensive to capture the city last week. 
Last Friday, hundreds of Taliban fighters had launched an 
attack on Ghazni, the capital of the Ghazni province, leading 
to five days of clashes between the rebels and the security 
forces that killed nearly 500 people, including 326 Taliban 
fighters, and over one hundred members of the security 
forces. “President Ashraf Ghani arrived in Ghazni province 
to visit and evaluate the security situation of Ghazni,” the 
presidential palace said in a statement.

Washington/Moscow, Aug. 17 
(PTI): Leaders from a number of 
countries including the US and 
Russia have expressed grief over 
the death of former prime minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and recalled 
his contributions in strengthening 
bilateral relations and maintaining 
regional peace.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin sent a message of condo-
lences to President Ram Nath Ko-
vind and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the demise of Vajpayee.

Putin termed the former 
prime minister as “outstanding 
statesman”.

“Atal Bihari Vajpayee rightly 
commanded great respect around 
the world. He will be remembered 
as a politician who made a ma-
jor personal contribution to the 
friendly relations and privileged 
strategic partnership between our 
countries.

“The President of Russia con-
veyed words of sincere sympathy 
and support to the family of the 
deceased, the Government and 
the people of India,” the message 
reads.

US Secretary of State Michael 
Pompeo said Vajpayee recognised 
early on that the US-India part-
nership would contribute to the 
world’s economic prosperity and 

security and the two democra-
cies continue to benefit from his 
vision.

“On behalf of the people of the 
United States of America, I extend 
my heartfelt condolences to the 
people of India on the recent pass-
ing of former prime minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee,” Pompeo said in 
a statement yesterday.

He recalled Vajpayee’s address 
to the Congress in 2000, when he 
had famously characterised US-
India ties as a “natural partnership 
of shared endeavours”.

“Today, our two countries and 
our bilateral relationship continue 
to benefit from Prime Minister 
Vajpayee’s vision, which helped 
promote expanded cooperation,” 
Pompeo said. He said the Ameri-
can people stand with the people 
of India “as we mourn Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee’s passing”.

Nepal Prime Minister K P 
Sharma Oli took to Twitter to 
express his grief and said: “I am 
deeply saddened to learn of the 
passing away of Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, former Prime Minister 
of India. May the departed soul 
rest in eternal peace!” 

In his message to Modi, Oli 
said: “Late Vajpayee was a vision-
ary statesman with impeccable 
integrity and dedication. He will 

be remembered for his sagacity 
and exemplary selfless service to 
the people of India.

“In his demise, India and the 
world lost a towering political 
figure and Nepal a true friend and 
well-wisher. His contribution to 
strengthening Nepal-India rela-
tions will be remembered forever”.

May the departed soul rest in 
eternal peace! Oli said.

Sri Lankan President Maithri-
pala Sirisena and Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe have con-
doled the death of Vajpayee and 
said he played a vital role in ensur-
ing stability of the island nation.

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina has expressed 
“deep shock” at Vajpayee’s death 
and said he was “our great friend 
and highly respected” in the coun-
try.

Pakistan government and top 
leaders including Prime Minister-
in-waiting Imran Khan and PML-
N chief Shahbaz Sharif have paid 
respects to Vajpayee and said he 
contributed to bringing “a change” 
in bilateral ties and remained a key 
supporter of regional cooperation 
for development.

“Mr Vajpayee was a renowned 
statesman who contributed to 
bringing a change in India-Paki-
stan relations and remained a key 

supporter of SAARC and regional 
cooperation for development,” the 
Foreign Office said in a statement.

Maldives President Abdulla 
Yameen Abdul Gayoom has sent 
a message of sympathy and con-
dolences to President Ram Nath 
Kovind following the demise of 
Vajpayee.

“It was with deep sorrow that 
I learned of the demise of Former 
Prime Minister of India, Mr. Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, who would not 
only be remembered for his distin-
guished service and leadership for 
his country but also as a scholar 
who has made immense contribu-
tion to literature and art.

“We would fondly remember 
the Former Prime Minister Vaj-
payee for his contribution to hu-
man resource development in the 
Maldives, and for the memorable 
visit that he made to the Maldives 
during his tenure as the Prime 
Minister of India,” he said in the 
message.

“At this time of national loss, 
the Government and the people of 
the Maldives joins me in extend-
ing our profound sympathy to 
Your Excellency, the government 
and the people of India,” the mes-
sage reads.

Mauritius Prime Minister 
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth con-

veyed his condolences in a letter 
addressed to Modi.

“Shri Vajpayee shaped the 
destiny of India through his bold 
leadership and his deep rooted 
empathy for the common man...,” 
the message reads.

The Government of Mauritius 
has decided that both Indian and 
Mauritian flag will fly half-mast 
on government buildings today 
as a mark of respect following the 
demise of Vajpayee. 

Israeli Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs’ Director General Yuval Ro-
tem said he was “deeply saddened 
to learn of the death of a giant - 
India’s former prime minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee”.

“I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to the people of India at 
their loss,” he said in a tweet which 
also features a picture of Vajpayee 
shaking hands with former Israeli 
prime minister Ariel Sharon.

Bhutan’s former prime minis-
ter Tshering Tobgay said in a tweet: 
“Heartfelt condolences to the 
Government and people of India 
on the passing of #AtalBihariVa-
jpayee. The world will celebrate 
him as an exemplary statesman.” 

Vajpayee, one of India’s most 
charismatic leaders and inspira-
tional orators, died yesterday at 
the age of 93 in New Delhi.

New York, Aug. 17 (PTI): A Sikh man 
has been stabbed to death at his store 
in the US state of New Jersey, the third 
incident targeting the minority Sikh 
community in the country in three 
weeks. Terlok Singh was discovered 
dead by his cousin yesterday in his 
store with an apparent stab wound in 
the chest.

The Essex County Prosecutor’s of-
fice is calling the incident a homicide, 
according to a report in ABC7NY. The 
motive behind the killing was not im-
mediately known.

Singh, described as a very kind 
person, is survived by his wife and chil-
dren who live in India. He owned the 
store to support his family. His family 
closed the store as a deeply-saddened 
community watched in horror. The 

news report said Singh ran his store for 
at least six years and a neighbour said 
he should not have had to worry about 
being attacked in his work place.

Civil rights organisation the Sikh 
Coalition, in a Facebook post, ex-
pressed condolences to Singh’s family, 
friends and local community.

Simran Jeet Singh, a visiting scholar 
at New York University’s Center for Re-
ligion and Media and a Senior Religion 
Fellow for the Sikh Coalition, tweeted 
about Singh’s tragic death, saying “this 
is the third attack on a Sikh in the last 
three weeks. So tired of all this sadness.” 

On August 6 in Manteca, California, 
71-year-old Sahib Singh was brutally 
attacked by Tyrone McAllister and a 
juvenile when the elderly man went on 
a morning walk.

McAllister, who is this son of a lo-
cal police chief, and the juvenile were 
charged with attempted robbery, 
elder abuse and assault with a deadly 
weapon.

On July 31, 50-year-old Surjit Malhi 
was attacked while putting up cam-
paign signs in support of incumbent 
Republican Congressman Jeff Denham 
and other local Republican candidates.

While beating Malhi, the attack-
ers yelled “Go back to your country!” 
and spray painted the same message, 
along with hate symbols, on his truck. 
Following the two incidents, the Sikh 
Coalition had urged members of the 
community to know their rights, re-
main vigilant and report cases of bias, 
bigotry and backlash in the wake of 
the attacks. 

United Nations, Aug. 17 (IANS): Children 
deported from Mexico and the US to Central 
America face violence, stigma and deprivation, 
worsening the root causes of irregular migration, 
the UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF) warned in a 
Child Alert issued on Thursday.

The alert shows that dangerous journeys 
and deportations intensify poverty, extreme 
violence and lack of opportunity, Deputy UN 
Spokesman Farhan Haq said. “It is common that 
children who are sent back to their countries of 
origin have no home to return to, end up deep 
in debt or are targeted by gangs.”

“Being returned to impossible situations 
makes it more likely that they will migrate 
again,” he told reporters at a regular briefing, cit-
ing the alert report, Uprooted in Central America 
and Mexico, Migrant and Refugee Children Face 
a Vicious Cycle of Hardship and Danger, Xinhua 
reported. More than 68,000 migrant children 
were detained in Mexico between 2016 and April 
2018, 91 percent of whom were deported to Cen-
tral America, the 25-page report said.

“In the countries of northern Central Amer-
ica, El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras - and 
in Mexico, gang-related violence, organized 
crime, extortion, poverty and limited access to 
quality education and social services are part of 
daily life for millions of children,” the report said.

“Each day, families facing these harsh con-
ditions make the painful decision to leave their 

homes, communities and countries in search of 
safety and a more hopeful future,” it said. “Some 
move within the region, while others head north 
to Mexico and the United States.”

“Yet many of the families trying to escape 
their desperate circumstances experience a host 
of new problems and traumas once they turn to 
irregular migration routes,” UNICEF said. These 
families must navigate a long, uncertain journey 
in which they risk being preyed upon by traffick-
ers or other criminals, or losing their bearings.”

“They may be apprehended in transit or 
upon reaching their destinations, only to be 
detained and then returned to their countries 
of origin,” the report said. “If they are sent back, 
they are likely to experience an intensification of 
the factors - violence, poverty, lack of opportuni-
ties, stigmatization, social exclusion and internal 
displacement - that drove them to migrate in the 
first place.”

UNICEF urged governments to work to-
gether in implementing solutions shown to help 
alleviate the root causes of irregular and forced 
migration and safeguard the well-being of refu-
gee and migrant children along the journey. 

“The report also outlines a series of recom-
mendations to keep refugee and migrant chil-
dren safe and reduce the factors that push fami-
lies and children to leave their homes in search 
of safety or a more hopeful future via irregular 
and dangerous migration routes,” Haq said.

Jerusalem, Aug. 17 (PTI/
AFP): Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu went 
through a new round of 
questioning today over one 
of several graft cases that 
have threatened to topple 
him, media reports said.

Investigators arrived at 
the premier’s Jerusalem res-
idence in the morning to in-
terview him over allegations 
of corruption involving local 
telecoms giant Bezeq and its 
largest shareholder, Shaul 
Elovitch, according to Israeli 
media reports.

Israeli police and Netan-
yahu’s office do not confirm 
that such hearings have 
taken place until they are 
over.

It would be the 12th 
time Netanyahu has been 
questioned in various cases, 
either as a suspect or a wit-
ness.

In the Bezeq case, 
Netanyahu is alleged to 
have sought favourable cov-
erage from another Elovitch 
company, the Walla news 
site, in exchange for gov-
ernment policies that could 
have benefited the mogul’s 
interests to the tune of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

After a previous round of 
questioning in July, Netan-
yahu’s office said there was 
no such trade-off.

“Prime Minister Netan-
yahu has never made a deal 
with Elovitch in exchange 
for supportive coverage,” it 
said, adding that the Walla 
site had consistently cov-
ered the premier “in a hos-
tile manner.” 

Elovitch was arrested 

in February along with six 
other people including Nir 
Hefetz, a former media 
adviser to the Netanyahu 
family.

In addition to the pre-
miership, Netanyahu also 
held the communications 
portfolio between Novem-
ber 2014 and February 2017, 
covering the run-up to the 
March 2015 elections, when 
he is alleged to have made 
the deal with Elovitch.

Netanyahu was inter-
rogated for more than five 
hours in July, reportedly 
over the same affair.

In a separate case, his 
wife Sara was charged in 
June with misusing state 
funds to buy catered meals 
costing USD 100,000 (85,000 
euros) by falsely declaring 
there were no cooks avail-
able at the premier’s official 
residence.

In February, police rec-
ommended the premier 
be indicted in two cases, 
though the attorney general 
has yet to decide whether 
to do so.

Netanyahu, prime min-
ister for around 12 years in 
total, has maintained his 
innocence in all of the cases, 
talking of a “witch hunt” and 
saying he was determined 
to stay in his job.

He would not be legally 
obliged to resign if charged. 

So far his coalition part-
ners have stood by him de-
spite the allegations, but the 
investigations have gradu-
ally ratcheted up specula-
tion over whether he will 
eventually be forced from 
office.

La Libertad, Aug. 17 (PTI/AFP): 
Since being returned to his par-
ents in Honduras, 16-month-old 
Johan has suffered from stomach 
problems and sleepwalking.

They say the symptoms 
come from the trauma of being 
separated as a result of the US 
government’s “zero tolerance” 
policy against migrant families 
who illegally cross the country’s 
southern border.

Rolando Bueso, 37, and Jo-
han, then aged 10 months, were 
intercepted by US Border Patrol 
officers on March 17 after cross-
ing from Mexico into Texas with 
the help of a people-smuggler, 
who was paid USD 6,000.

They were soon split up and 
sent to detention centres in dif-
ferent states, with the infant be-
coming just one of 2,000 Central 
American and Mexican children 
that US authorities forcibly re-
moved from their parents be-
tween April 19 and May 31 this 
year.

Bueso ended up being de-
ported back to Honduras on 
April 5 -- but his son remained in 
US custody until he was finally 
returned to his family on a flight 
that landed on July 20.

His parents discovered that 
Johan, who had grown his first 
teeth, taken his first steps and 
spoken his first word -- “aqua” 

(water) -- while away, had been 
badly affected by his months of 
detention.

“Everything we give him to 
eat he has problems with. And he 
gets up and sleepwalks at night,” 
said his mother Adalicia, 21, who 
is eight months pregnant with 
another child.

She added bitterly that US 
authorities had sent him back 
without all his papers, which 
included his birth certificate and 
vaccination record.

She was speaking in their 
modest home in La Libertad, 
a village north of the capital 
Tegucigalpa. Johan had been 
flown back to the northern city of 
San Pedro Sula, the main arrival 
point for deportees from the US.

According to the Honduran 
government, most Honduran 
children taken away from their 
parents inside the US have still 
not been returned.

The foreign ministry said 
only 146 children had been reu-
nited with their families as of Au-
gust 10, and 313 were still being 
held by US authorities.

So far this year, again up to 
August 10, Honduras has ac-
cepted 17,573 Hondurans de-
ported from the United States 
and 27,334 from Mexico.

Johan “might be traumatised 
for life,” Bueso said, watching 

over his son who was playing 
with a black and white cat.

He said the experience had 
convinced him to give up on try-
ing to illegally enter the United 
States. The Americans, he said, 
“are too rough.” 

He and his son were caught 
on his fourth attempt to reach 
what Central Americans call 
“the American dream”: a land 
where work is relatively well paid 
and easy to come by and violent 
gangs don’t rule the neighbour-
hoods. 

Each time, Bueso was de-
ported.

Honduran officials admit 
that many of their citizens risk 
the voyage into the US with 
young kids because they believe 
it enhances their chances of be-
ing legally allowed to stay.

Bueso’s two brothers, who 
live in the US state of Maryland, 
had shown that it was possible 
to make it.

But Trump, with his embrace 
of policies designed to make the 
US look as inhospitable as possi-
ble to migrants and his ambition 
to build a wall along the border 
with Mexico, is changing some 
calculations.

In Bueso’s case, it was a harsh 
readjustment. As an assistant on 
a bus servicing the La Libertad-
San Pedro Sula route he can hope 

to earn USD 8 on a good day. 
In the US, as a labourer, he 

could expect to make USD 10 per 
hour. The small, concrete-block 
and tin-roofed home he and his 
wife live in is owned by one of 
his brothers who lives in the US, 
Adrian, who also supplied the 
USD 6,000 to pay the smuggler.

Bueso said he won’t try again 
to reach the US, “but no matter 
how many walls they put up 
there are always people who are 
going to try because they are 
looking to survive”. 

Bueso acknowledged that La 
Libertad was a relatively peaceful 
village that didn’t suffer from the 
corrosive gang violence or drug 
trafficking that blighted so much 
of Honduras. But he pointed out 
that the country’s economic situ-
ation was dire -- something he 
blamed on government corrup-
tion. More than a million Hon-
durans live in the United States. 
Most of them lack documents 
to legally stay, yet they represent 
a pillar holding up Honduras’ 
economy. Each year USD 4 bil-
lion in remittances are sent to 
Honduras, accounting for 20 per 
cent of gross domestic product. 

This year, thanks to a strong 
dollar and taut US labour market, 
remittances have grown nine per 
cent, according to the central 
bank.

Global leaders condole Vajpayee’s death

Sikh man stabbed to death in his store in US

Children deported from Mexico 
and US face violence, stigma — UN

Netanyahu questioned 
again over alleged graft

Honduran families traumatised by Us-imposed separations

AP/PTI

Indonesia’s women play the traditional music instrument “angklung” during the celebration of the 73rd anniversary of the country’s Indepen-
dence at Merdeka Palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Friday, Aug. 17, 2018. Indonesia gained its independence in 1945 from the Dutch colonial rule. 

In harmony 
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Rapper Travis Scott has donated USD 800 to one of his fans to help cover the cost of his mother’s 
funeral. Peter Valdriz reached out to Scott earlier this week when the rapper was offering to give 
away USD 100,000 to a select group of fans.  Valdriz tweeted that he would use the money to 
help pay for the service. In response, Scott sent USD 800 via Cash App with the message, ‘For not 
much but hope can help. Your mom looking down on you (sic).’  Valdriz posted a screenshot of 
the transaction on Twitter. According to TMZ, Valdriz’s mother died last week after a battle with 
a brain virus. He received the money on what would have been his mom’s 52nd birthday. “Know-
ing that someone is out there trying to help us during this difficult time means the world to us,” 
Valdriz told TMZ. “I personally want to thank Travis Scott for really making a tough day for my 
family into a day we can cherish. (PTI)

Travis Scott helps pay for fan’s mother’s funeral

Forbes: Scarlett 
Johansson is the 
highest paid actress 
with USD 40.5 mn.

Body-shaming isn’t cool, 
says Sushmita Sen

Slash ft. Myles Kennedy & The Conspirators premiere new track

Nick Jonas, parents in Mumbai to 
meet Priyanka Chopra’s family

Singer Jil Janus commits suicide

Director Steve McQueen 
to get BAFTA honour

H
ollywood star Scarlett 
Johansson has become 
the best-paid actress in 
the world, according to 
Forbes magazine.

Johansson, 33, made USD 
40.5 million in pre-tax earnings 
from June 1, 2017, to June 1, 2018, 
quadrupling her income from the 
previous year.

She played Black Widow in this 
year’s hit Marvel movie “Avengers: 
Infinity War” and will return to the 
role in the 2019 installment from 
Walt Disney Co’s Marvel Studios.

Johansson beat out Angelina Jo-
lie, who ranked second with USD 28 
million thanks mainly to her upfront 
pay for “Maleficent 2”. 

Jennifer Aniston came in third 
with USD 19.5 million, making the 

bulk of her profits from Emirates 
airlines, Smartwater, and Aveeno 
promotions, Forbes reports.

Jennifer Lawrence, 28, was fourth 
on the list with continued earnings 
from her role in the “X-Men” series 
and an endorsement contract with 
fashion brand Christian Dior. Her 
USD 18 million income was USD 6 
million less than the prior year. 

Reese Witherspoon, 42, is at 
number five with USD 16.5 million.

The rest of the top 10 were Mila 
Kunis, Cate Blanchett, Melissa Mc-
Carthy and Gal Gadot.

The combined earnings of the 
top 10 women this year is USD 186 
million.  Last year’s highest-paid 
actress, Emma Stone, was not part of 
the top 10.

PTI

A
ctress and former Miss 
Universe Sushmita Sen, 
considered as one of 
the fittest celebrities in 
Hindi film industry, said 

on Thursday that body-shaming is 
not a cool concept.

Asked whether she had ever 
gone through weight gain issues, 
she told the media at an event 
here: “I had this thing... because I 
was one of those brilliant people 
who put on weight and then go 
on national television. Did a show 
with Wasim Akram (Ek Khiladi Ek 
Haseena in 2008). I was superbly 
overweight and it became national 
news where news channels were 
discussing my weight...” “...I think 
body-shaming is not a cool con-
cept. I have never liked it.”

On how people judge a person 
going through weight gain issues, 
Sushmita said: “It is important to 
recognise that you are going to 
have the ups and downs in your 
life and you are never going to be 
consistently perfect. There are peo-
ple in this world who have genetic 
issues and people with health con-
ditions. So, to judge people is easy 
but to let them enjoy the moment 
is difficult.”

The actor said that because 
of the fact that Bollywood actors 
are in the limelight and are being 
judged every day, “I didn’t feel 
nice about it at all, but it brought 
to realisation of the fact that I am 
a strong woman but my strength 
can’t be seen. So, I got into gymnas-
tics and now here I am.”

As for the advice to those aspir-
ing to be actors and beauty pageant 
winners like her, she said: “If you 
want to be an actor or a Miss Uni-
verse, it should not be your dream 
that fades away. You have to pursue 
it, and then pursue it till you believe 
you have given it your all.”

Sushmita said that Bollywood 
actor Tiger Shroff is the fitness 
icon of Hindi film industry. “This 
generation of actors and people in 
the industry are all moving towards 
fitness rather than achieving a thin 
body.” “There is big difference be-
tween being thin and being fit. I am 
very happy that this entire genera-
tion of actors is doing that.” 

Sushmita Sen was last seen 
onscreen in Bengali film “Nirbaak” 
which released in 2015.

IANS

S
lash ft Myles Kennedy & 
The Conspirators have 
released a stream of their 
brand new single titled 
Mind Your Manners.

It’s the latest track taken from 
their upcoming album Living The 
Dream, which is set to arrive on 
September 21 via Slash’s own label 
Snakepit Records and Roadrun-
ner Records. The group previously 
revealed Driving Rain from the 
follow-up to 2014’s World On Fire.

Slash says: “I wrote this song 
on the spot to help the band get 
up and running once we got back 
in the studio this past January. It’s 
just a go-for-it type of song. Pretty 
straightforward rock and fun to 
play.” 

Kennedy adds: “Mind Your 
Manners was something I didn’t 
hear until the guys had started 
jamming together. It’s a cool, up-
tempo sort of thing and I knew 
immediately it would have its own 
place on this record. 

 “Lyrically, it’s about how when 
things are going well there always 
tends to be someone who tries to 

A
ctor Priyanka 
Chopra’s boy-
friend Nick 
Jonas and his 
parents -- Denise 

Miller-Jonas and Paul Kevin 
Jonas -- are in the city amid 
reports the couple will throw 
a bash to celebrate their 
engagement with family and 
close friends. 

Clad in black pants and 
a full-sleeve T-shirt, the 
25-year-old American singer 
and his parents were re-
ceived by Priyanka, 36, at the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Interna-
tional Airport here.

Nick’s brother Kevin, Joe 
and Frankie Jonas have also 
arrived in the city.

The couple will report-
edly be throwing a party 
for their friends and family 
at Priyanka’s residence in 
suburban Juhu to celebrate 
their July engagement.

At the airport, Jonas 

senior was holding a Tif-
fany & Co bag, the famous 
jewellery brand from whose 
London store the American 
singer bought the engage-
ment ring. 

Priyanka, who is current-
ly in Mumbai to shoot for 
Shonali Bose’s film “The Sky 
is Pink”, was spotted wearing 
the ring at designer Manish 
Malhotra’s party recently.

Nick had met Priyanka’s 
family in June and even 
spent quality time with her 
family in Goa. The couple 
had also posed for the shut-
terbugs during the the en-
gagement party of Mukesh 
Ambani’s son Akash.

But it is for the first time 
that parents from both the 
sides are meeting. 

Nick has already intro-
duced the actor to his family 
members when she attend-
ed the wedding of his cousin 
in the US.

The duo sparked dating 
speculations early in June 
when they were photo-
graphed enjoying multiple 
dates over Memorial Day 
weekend.

They first came together 
when they posed for photos 
on the red carpet together in 
Ralph Lauren designs at the 
2017 Met Gala.

Priyanka has not com-
mented on her relationship, 
saying her personal life is 
not for “public consump-
tion”.

The first clue about their 
rumoured engagement 
came after filmmaker Ali 
Abbas Zafar tweeted about 
Priyanka’s exit from Salman 
Khan starrer film “Bharat”. 
He had said that the actor 
opted out from the film in 
the ‘Nick of the time’, a refer-
ence that everybody knows 
about by now.

PTI

J
il Janus, lead vocalist of rock 
band Huntress, took her own 
life after battling with mental ill-
ness for a long time. She was 43.

Janus killed herself outside 
Portland, Oregon, on Tuesday, her 
relatives and bandmates said in a 
statement released through publicist 
Alexandra Greenberg, reports The 
New York Times.

Blake Meahl, the founding mem-
ber of Huntress, made a Facebook 
post about the singer’s suicide on 
Thursday.

He wrote: “I hope you have found 
the peace that you couldn’t find on 
this planet.”

Starting her career at a young age, 
Janus was co-composer and crea-
tor of an upcoming rock opera with 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra’s Angus 
Clark and had a decade-long career as 
NYC DJ Penelope Tuesdae.

Janus had been open about her 
struggles with mental illness, and was 
diagnosed with bipolar disorder when 
she was 20.

She had also been an advocate for 

mental health and encouraged fans 
who were suffering to seek help. Her 
struggles with bipolar disorder nearly 
brought an end to the band in 2018, 
but they returned for another album 
and more tours.

IANS

B
ritish director Steve McQueen will receive 
BAFTA’s John Schlesinger Britannia Award.

BAFTA Los Angeles on Thursday 
announced that McQueen, who won an 
Oscar for “12 Years a Slave”, would be this 

year’s recipient of the John Schlesinger Britannia 
Award for excellence in directing at the group’s 2018 
Britannia Awards, reports hollywoodreporter.com.

The award’s previous recipients include Ava DuV-
ernay, Sam Mendes, Danny Boyle, Christopher Nolan, 
Quentin Tarantino and Kathryn Bigelow.

The honour will be presented to McQueen by 
Viola Davis, the lead star of his much-anticipated 
“Widows”, which is yet to have its world premiere. 

The 2018 Britannia Awards will take place on 
October 26 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.

IANS

2:00 PM, 8:00 PM: 
GOLD (Hindi)

11:00 AM, 5:00 PM
SATYAMEV JAYATE (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

rain on your parade and knock you 
down. You have to keep people like 
that in check and not let them get 
to you.”

Slash ft Myles Kennedy & The 

Conspirators have also announced 
that they’ll play an extra show at 
The Palladium in Los Angeles on 
October 16. They’ll head out on the 
road from September 13. 

Slash is the cover star of the 
upcoming issue of Classic Rock 
magazine, which will go on sale 
from August 21.  

Loudersound
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Welshman Geraint Thomas will make his first official race appearance 
since his stunning Tour de France victory next week when the Tour 
of Germany returns after a ten-year hiatus.

Nasir Jamshed 

Simona Halep returns a shot against Ajla Tomljanovic in the Western and Southern tennis open at 
Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason Ohio.

Melak house leader receiving the championship trophy.

Simona Halep through but 
Stephens exits in Cincinnati

Former Test opener Jamshed 
banned for ten years over spot-fixing

Sainik School Punglwa badminton c’ship held

NFL players continue silent protests

Spanish teams granted right to 
water break in extreme heat

Delhi Dynamos sign striker Kaluderovic

Ban Lifted: Kuwaitis compete under own flag at Asian Games

Tour de France winner Thomas to lead Tour of Germany fieldFIFA threatens four clubs with points 
deductions for failing to pay players

Mason (Ohio), Aug. 17 (Re-
uters): Top seed Simona 
Halep returned to sew up 
victory over Ajla Tomlja-
novic on Thursday after 
their second round match 
at the Cincinnati Open had 
been suspended the previ-
ous day due to rain, while 
reigning U.S. Open cham-
pion Sloane Stephens was 
knocked out in the third 
round by Elise Mertens.

Stephens, seeded third, 
fell to the 15th seeded Bel-
gian 7-6(8) 6-2 and failed to 
reach the quarter-finals for 
the third time in her past 
four events. German fourth 
seed Angelique Kerber was 
also upset, going down 
2-6 7-6(3) 6-4 to American 
Madison Keys, while Aryna 
Sabalenka beat sixth seed 
Caroline Garcia 6-4 3-6 7-5.

Keys recorded 55 win-
ners to beat Kerber, a rare 
victory over the German 
who has come out on top 
in seven of their nine meet-
ings.

“Considering the last — 
what was it, six times? — it 
didn’t go so hot, this victory 
feels good,” Keys said.

“More than anything, 
it was just how I handled 
being down and not letting 
the previous results kind of 
spiral in my head for me. I 
think that’s what I’m hap-
piest with.”

Halep had been two 
games away from reach-
ing the third round when 
rain interrupted her match 
against Australian Tomlja-
novic on Wednesday, and 
while the conclusion was 

delayed again for about 
four hours on Thursday 
the Romanian wasted little 
time wrapping it up when 
she got the chance, sealing 
it 4-6 6-3 6-3.

Halep had been due to 
play her third-round match 
on Thursday against an-
other Australian, Ashleigh 
Barty, but that has been 
postponed until Friday.

Halep owns a 1-0 ca-
reer record against Barty, 
with the win coming last 
week in the semi-finals at 
Montreal where the French 
Open champion went on 

Lahore (Pakistan), Aug. 
17 (AFP): Pakistan cricket 
banned former Test opener 
Nasir Jamshed for ten years 
Friday on multiple charges 
of spot fixing, wrapping up 
a 16-month investigation 
into a wide-ranging scandal 
that rocked the Pakistan 
Super League.

Jamshed, 28, is the sixth 
player to be banned follow-
ing the scandal that tainted 
the Twenty20 tournament 
in only its second year, and 
was described by cricket 
authorities as its lynchpin.

“ To d a y ’s  d e c i s i o n 
against Jamshed wraps 
up the fixing saga and 
the tribunal has banned 
him for ten years on mul-
tiple charges,” said Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) legal 
adviser Taffazul Rizvi in 
footage shared by the PCB 
on Twitter.

Spot-fixing refers to ille-
gal activity in a sport where 
a specific part of a game is 
fixed, unlike match-fixing, 
where the whole result is 
fixed.

Ja m s h e d  w a s  f i r s t 
banned for 12 months in 
December last year after he 
was found guilty of non-co-
operation with the tribunal 
investigating allegations of 
spot-fixing.

This year, he faced five 

Dominant Del Potro 
into third round 
Juan Martin del Potro 
quickly dispatched South 
Korean Chung Hyeon 
6-2 6-3 on Thursday in a 
Cincinnati Open second-
round match carried over 

to capture her third title of 
the season.

Kiki Bertens and Anett 
Kontaveit had their match 
suspended due to rain. 
Bertens took the first set 
6-3 and Kontaveit led 4-1 
in the second when play 
was halted.

from the previous day be-
cause of inclement weath-
er.

Bad weather continued 
to play havoc with the eve-
ning schedule as second 
seed Roger Federer’s match 
against Leonardo May-
er and Kevin Anderson’s 
match against David Goffin 
failed to get underway.

Several of Thursday af-
ternoon’s matches were 
suspended in progress, with 
Novak Djokovic leading 
fifth seed Grigor Dimitrov 
2-6 6-3 2-1 and Marin Cilic 
tied with Karen Khachanov 

at 7-6(5) 3-6 1-1.
Wild-card entrant Stan 

Wawrinka was up 2-1 in 
the first set against Marton 
Fucsovics.

In third round action, 
big-serving Milos Raonic 
beat fellow Canadian Denis 
Shapovalov 7-6(6) 6-4 while 
Spanish 13th seed Pab-
lo Carreno Busta topped 
Dutchman Robin Haase 
6-4 6-2.

“I think I got myself into 
more points on his serve 
than he did on mine,” said 
Raonic.

“It was the thing I strug-
gled with most last time we 
played, so I definitely made 
sure to focus on that and 
sort of try to change that a 
little bit.”

Del Potro and Chung 
were delayed from taking 
the court because of rain 
and then had to endure 
another weather-related 
suspension just six minutes 
into their match.

Del Potro was not rat-
tled by the delays, how-
ever, and did well to attack 
Chung’s forehand through-
out the 81-minute encoun-
ter that determined the 
final entry into the last 16.

“I am happy to beat 
these young players,” del 
Potro said. “He has a big fu-
ture, and he is a nice player. 
I am glad to go through.”

This marks Del Potro’s 
fourth consecutive last-16 
appearance in Cincinnati, 
where the Argentine ap-
pears to be in fine form 
right in time for the Aug. 
27-Sept. 9 U.S. Open.

further charges related to 
fixing, all of which were 
proven said Rizvi, who said 
it was “a matter of sadness 
that another player has 
spoiled his career.”

Swashbuckling opener 
Sharjeel Khan, Khalid Latif, 
Mohammad Irfan, Moham-
mad Nawaz, and Nasir Jam-
shed have also been given 
bans of varying lengths.

Regarded as a talent-
ed left-hander, Jamshed 
played two Tests, 48 one-
day and 18 Twenty20 in-
ternationals for Pakistan. 
He hit three consecutive 

one-day hundreds against 
India in 2012.

His career nosedived 
during the 2015 World Cup 
where he was found over-
weight and mocked at dur-
ing fielding, managing just 
five runs in three matches.

Jamshed and his lawyer 
Hasan Warraich had re-
jected the charges.

Rizvi said Jamshed will 
not be allowed to hold any 
office even after the ban 
expires.

“His name will be put 
on the list of avoided peo-
ple,” he said.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The Sainik School Punglwa, 
Inter-House Badminton 
Championship which be-
gan of Aug. 8 culminated on 
Thur. Aug. 16.

The championship was 
organised with a motive 
to inculcate physical flex-
ibility, endurance and self 
confidence in cadets and 
was played in four catego-
ries: junior singles, junior 
doubles, sub-junior singles 

and sub-junior doubles ac-
cording to a press release.

Melak House emerged 
as the champion where-
as Tizu House and Patkai 
House secured the first and 
second runners-up.

The championship was 
also organised for the staff 
on the same scheduled 
dates along with the cadets. 
It was conducted as men’s 
doubles only.

Gp Captain Sharad R 

Keskar, principal of the 
school attended the event 
as the chief guest on the 
final day. The chief guest 
presented trophy, med-
als and certificates to the 
winning cadets and staff. 
While speaking on the 
occasion, the chief guest 
congratulated all the win-
ners. He appreciated all the 
participants for exhibiting 
excellent team spirit and 
coordination. 

New Delhi, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
Delhi Dynamos on Friday 
announced the signing 
of Serbian striker Andrija 
Kaluderovic for the upcom-
ing Indian Super League 
(ISL) football season.

The 31-year-old joins 
the ISL capital side on the 
back of finishing as the top 
scorer for Wellington Phoe-
nix in the Australian League 
last season.

Kaluderovic’s signing 
takes the Dynamos foreign 
quota to four players, ac-

cording to a release.
Kaluderovic has previ-

ously had stints in Serbia, 
China, Spain, Switzerland, 
Lithuania and Australia and 
has scored more than 100 
goals in 236 club appear-
ances.

The striker has also 
been capped thrice by the 
Serbian national team.

He a d  c o a c h  Jo s e p 
Gombau is confident that 
Kaluderovic can replicate 
his past form in the ISL.

“Andrija is a very intel-

Jakarta (Indonesia), Aug. 
17 (AP): Athletes from Ku-
wait will be able to compete 
under their own flag in the 
Asian Games after the In-
ternational Olympic Com-
mittee provisionally lifted 
the country’s suspension, 
which had been in place for 
nearly three years.

The Asian Games open 
on Saturday in Jakarta.

The Olympic Council 
of Asia, the governing body 
of Olympic sports for the 

region, said in a statement 
Friday it was ‘’delighted 
with today’s deci-
sion’’ taken by the 
IOC’s executive 
board.

T h e  O C A 
statement said 
this will  al low 
‘’Kuwaiti athletes 
to take part in the 
18th Asian Games un-
der the flag and anthem of 
Kuwait.’’

The suspension was im-

posed after the IOC accused 
Kuwait’s government 

of interfering in 

Olympic sport in the 
country.

The IOC says Kuwait’s 
government has promised 

‘’fresh elections’’ for sports 
organization boards and 
also given a ‘’clear under-

taking ... not to obstruct 
the work’’ of the Kuwait 

Olympic Commit-
tee. The suspen-
sion can be re-im-
posed in October if 

the IOC board isn’t satisfied 
with the changes.

The suspension meant 
Kuwaiti athletes at the 2016 
Olympics in Rio de Janei-
ro had to compete under 

the title of ‘’Independent 
Olympic Athlete.’’ When Fe-
haid Al-Deehani won a gold 
medal in double trap shoot-
ing, the Olympic anthem 
played and the Olympic flag 
was raised.

There was no repeat at 
this year’s Winter Olympics 
because no Kuwaitis com-
peted.

Kuwait said its delega-
tion at the Asian Games 
consists of 40 athletes and 
officials.

Washington, Aug. 17 (IANS): Several players 
from the National Football League (NFL) 
did not take the field during the playing of 
American national anthem as they contin-
ued to stage silent protests 
against racial injustice and 
police brutality in the US.

Philadelphia Eagles 
safety Malcolm Jenkins and 
cornerback De’Vante Bausby 
stood in the tunnel during 
the playing of the anthem 
for Thursday night’s game 
against the New England Pa-
triots, reports The Hill maga-
zine.

They ran onto the field af-
ter the song ended and were 
soon joined by defensive end 
Michael Bennett, who reportedly stayed in 
the locker room during the song.

Last week, Jenkins and Bausby both 
raised their fists during the national anthem 
at a game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in 

protest.
Meanwhile, President Donald Trump 

took to Twitter to renew his attacks on NFL 
players, claiming they just “wanted to show 

their ‘outrage’ at something 
that most of them are unable 
to define”.

The NFL sought to end 
the controversy over national 
anthem protests by impos-
ing a policy earlier this year 
that would prevent players 
from protesting during the 
national anthem. 

The policy was later 
placed on hold after drawing 
a wave of complaints from 
players and fans.

On-field demonstrations 
began last year with former NFL player 
Colin Kaepernick, who gained notoriety 
after he knelt during the national anthem 
to protest the treatment of people of colour 
in the US.

Berlin, Aug. 17 (AFP): Ger-
aint Thomas said on Fri-
day that he will make his 
first stage-race appearance 
since his stunning Tour 
de France victory in next 
week’s Tour of Germany.

Team Sky Welsh star 
will lead the 132-strong 
field for the four-day race, 
which starts on Thursday 
in Konlenz, in his first stage 
race since completing his 
stunning victory in Paris 
last month.

Thomas’s presence will 
boost the profile of the Tour 
of Germany, which is back 
on the cycling calender 
after a ten-year hiatus.

“I ’ve  won Bayern-
Rundfahrt (Tour of Bavaria) 
twice and I really enjoy rac-
ing in Germany,” said the 

32-year-old Welshman.
“It’s a lovely country and 

I really enjoy going there.
“It will be great to race 

the Deutschland Tour.
“I went to see my coach 

Tim Kerrison after the 
Tour and we outlined the 
Deutschland Tour as a great 
race to make my comeback.

“I’m looking forward 
to it.”

Zurich, Aug. 17 (Reuters): 
Four clubs — two in Qatar, 
one in the United Arab 
Emirates and one in Iran 
— have been fined and 
threatened with points 
deductions for ignoring 
orders to pay “overdue” 
amounts to players, FIFA 
said on Friday.

World soccer’s govern-
ing body said in a state-
ment that Qatar Sports 
Club and Al-Shamal Sports 
Club, both based in Qa-
tar, Shabab Al Ahli Dubai 
(United Arab Emirates) and 
Saba Qom (Iran) had been 
given deadlines of between 
30 and 90 days to pay up.

Any club which did not 
meet its deadline would 

be deducted six points in 
its domestic league and 
banned from signing play-
ers for the next one or two 
transfer periods, FIFA add-
ed.

The four had failed to 
comply with previous or-
ders, either from FIFA or 
following appeals to the 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS), FIFA said. The 
fines ranged from 15,000 
($15,054) to 30,000 Swiss 
francs.

FIFA said the decisions 
marked a “new framework” 
for debtor clubs.

In a separate decision, 
FIFA announced that La 
Liga side Atletico Madrid 
had been fined 52,000 eu-

ros ($59,192) for a deal with 
a player which involved 
“third-party influence”.

FIFA said the Spanish 
club entered into a con-
tract which “enabled a third 
party to influence the club’s 
independence in employ-
ment and transfer-related 
matters”, which breached 
transfer and players’ status 
rules.

FIFA policy on third-
party ownership bans ei-
ther clubs or players from 
entering into economic 
rights agreements with 
third-party investors.

Frequently such deals 
involve outside investors 
retaining or gaining a share 
in ownership of a player.

T h o m a s  h a s  g o o d 
memories of racing in Ger-
many.

He was fastest in the 
opening individual time-
trial in Duesseldorf when 
the 2017 Tour de France 
started in Germany and he 
won the Tour of Bavaria in 
both 2011 and 2014.

The rest of this year’s 
Tour of Germany field will 
be announced on Monday, 
but the presence of Thomas 
is a big coup for race organ-
isers.

“ The best  German 
young riders will ride to-
gether with the winner of 
the Tour de France. This 
only happens at the Tour of 
Germany,” said organiser 
Claude Rach.

“This is a dream debut 

for the new Deutschland 
Tour.

“During the four days, 
we will create Germany’s 
biggest natural stadium.”

The Tour of Germany is 
being held for the first time 
since organisers cancelled 
the 2009 race after a series 
of high-profile doping cases 
damaged cycling’s reputa-
tion.

It was traditionally a 
nine-day event, but organ-
isers hope to extend it in 
the future.

Thomas and Chris 
Froome, a four-time Tour de 
France winner, announced 
on Thursday that they will 
compete in next month’s 
Tour of Britain rather than 
the final Grand Tour of the 
season, the Vuelta a Espana.

ligent player who is quick 
and a good finisher. I have 
seen him play in the Aus-
tralian league and he has 
performed consistently 
well both in the league 
and the continental cups 
as well. He has a great 
mentality and experience 
which will really help the 
side,” he said.

The former Racing 
Santander forward won 
the Lithuanian League and 
Cup double in 2016 with 
Zalgiris, where he was also 
the golden boot winner in 
the league.

“I am excited to have 
joined a new league and a 
new team in Delhi Dyna-
mos. The popularity of ISL 
is for everyone to see and 
a lot of foreign players are 
here so I am no stranger 
to this competition. I want 
to give my best and hope-
fully we will have a good 
season,” a delighted Kalu-
derovic said.

Madrid, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
The Royal Spanish Foot-
ball Federation (RFEF) 
has granted teams the 
right to request water 
breaks when playing in 
temperatures exceeding 
30 C (86 F) in the months 
of May, June, July, August 
and September.

RFEF Circular No. 
12 regarding “cooling 
breaks” allows teams to 
ask the referee for two 
water breaks, to be given 
in the 30th and the 75th 
minute of a hot game, 
reports EFE news agency.

The new rule states 
that a water break re-
quest should be submit-
ted from a team at least 
30 minutes before the 
match starts, and that the 
referee will then consult 
on whether or not to al-
low the water break with 

an authority from the 
opposing team.

Should the two teams 
have opposite positions 
regarding the “cooling 
break,” the referee will 
be the one to decide if 
the break will be given or 
not, bearing in mind the 
health and security of the 
players and referees.

If a water break is to 
be given, the referee shall 
communicate this de-
cision before the game 
starts.

The referee has the 
right to change his de-
cision amid changing 
weather conditions.

Each “cooling break” 
is to last for a maximum 
of three minutes, during 
which the referee will 
add the break time to the 
end of each half’s stop-
page time.

Andrija Kaluderovic
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Players of Ziekiezou SC (in yellow) and New Market in action during their match at the ongoing 2nd 
Kohima Football League here at the Kohima local ground on Friday.

EM Images

Members of Legend Club posing with the trophy.

Kevin De Bruyne

Keeping warm: Kohli prepares for India's must-win Test against England at Trent Bridge.

KFL: Ziekiezuo SC settles for a draw 
with New Market in six goal thriller

City star De Bruyne to miss 
three months with knee injury

Klopp willing to let Liverpool's fringe players leave

'Little Prince' Marchisio calls 
time on 25-year Juventus career

District level football 
tournament held in Kiphire

KGSA puts weight 
behind state coach

India aiming to keep Test series alive against England at Tent Bridge

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug 17:  Second 
placed Ziekiezou SC came 
from two goals down to 
take the lead but Gideon 
Leo came to rescue in the 
second half for New Market 
and snatch a point here at 
the Kohima local ground 
on Friday. 

A draw means Ziekie-
zuo SC temporarily moved 
to the top of the Kohima 
Football League table with 
21 points, while New Mar-
ket remained in third place 
with 19 points with a game 
remaining in the league. 

Khriekesa FC’s match 
against Sechü Zubza FC 
could decide the fate of the 
Kohima Football League as 
Zubza team will take a two 
point lead with the win or 
a draw will put them above 
Ziekiezuo on better goal 
difference. 

But 5th placed Khrieke-
sa FC’s win will also put 
some faith for New Market 
and Ziekezou to win the 
league again. 

Gideon Leo scored 
two and created one for 
New Market but it was not 
enough for the team as Vil-
houbeituo Yhome’s brace 
and Punuru goal for Ziekie-
zuo SC snatched a draw in 
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the six-goal thriller.  
In the match, it was New 

Market FC who took the 
deserving lead through tal-
isman Gideon Leo in the 
9th minute. A through ball 
from Kethozhapu Meru for 
Gideon to seize the oppor-
tunity to score for the team.  

A defensive error from 
Ziekiezuo SC handed the 
second goal through Salu 

Kulim for New Market in the 
19th minute. The defender 
failed to clear the ball and 
Gideon was pulled down by 
the keeper inside the area. 
Kulim coolly converted the 
spot kick. 

However New Market 
failed to defend the score 
as brilliant solo effort from 
Keneinguzei Pienyu edged 
passed the defenders and 

assited Vilhoubeituo Yhome 
to score in the 23th minute 
to make it 1-2 for Ziekiezuo 
SC. 

Yhome was also culpa-
ble as he missed two golden 
opportunities in the first 
half. Punuru then scored 
the equaliser from a goal-
keeping error in the 36th 
minute. A long range kick 
was deflected back into its 

Nottingham, Aug. 17 (IANS): 
A desperate Virat Kohli-led 
Indian team will be hungry 
to keep themselves alive in 
the five-match Test cricket 
series against hosts England 
when they square-off in the 
third Test at the Trent Bridge 
starting here on Saturday.

After losing the first two 
matches, the visitors face a 
must-win situation. India 
gave a very good fight be-
fore losing the first Test by 
31 runs in Birmingham. In 
the second Test, they were 
outplayed by an innings 
and 159 runs at Lord's, suc-
cumbing within three days.

The Indian team man-
agement's major responsi-
bility on Saturday morning 
would be to find a perfect 
team combination as play-
ers are going through fitness 
and out of form issues. 

India's playing eleven is 
likely to witness few chang-
es with Delhi wicketkeeper-
batsman Rishabh Pant all 
set to make his Test debut 
replacing Dinesh Karthik, 
who has failed miserably so 
far in the tour, with scores 
of 0, 20, 1 and 0 in his four 
innings.

Meanwhile, media re-

own net by the keeper Sede-
vituo Seretsu to make it 2-2.  

In the second half, Vil-
houbeituo Yhome headed 
home the third goal as his 
teammate Khriekethozo 
Keretsu latched a long cross 
who met Yhome to head 
home and bring much joy 
to Zeikiezuo team. 

There was no stopping 
from Gideon as he rose up 
on the occasion again to 
score in the 72nd minute to 
score the equaliser. 

With both the team fail-
ing to seize the opportunity 
to find the winning goal, the 
match ended in a draw. 

N a r e n d r a  S i n g h , 
Lt.Colonel of the 3rd Assam 
Rifles was the match patron. 

Exhibition match 
Due to varied techni-

cal issues, the exhibition 
match scheduled for August 
8 in memory of late Xavier 
Rutsa between KTC and 
KPC has been rescheduled 
to 4 pm. All concerned and 
well-wishers are requested 
to take note of the change 
in time and be part of the 
memorial match.

Saturday's match
Khriekesa FC Meriema vs 
Sechü Zubza FC at 2 pm

Kohima Press Club vs Ko-
hima Town Club at 4 pm

ports suggest skipper Kohli 
has more or less recovered 
from his back problem and 
is expected to lead his side 
once again. Also, if opening 
batsman Shikhar Dhawan 
returns on Saturday, either 
Lokesh Rahul or Murali Vi-
jay will be axed from the 

playing eleven.
Coming to the bowling 

department, with pacer 
Jasprit Bumrah having fully 
recovered from a finger in-
jury and coach Ravi Shastri 
admitting his side should 
have dropped chinaman 
spinner Kuldeep Yadav at 

Lord's, the Gujarat right-
armer is likely find a place 
in the team.

And with the forecast 
being a cloudy first four 
days, it seems difficult for 
Kuldeep to make a cut be-
cause of the seam-friendly 
condition.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
The (late) Captain N Ken-
guruse, Mahavir Chakra, 
Memorial district level foot-
ball tournament organised 
by the Kiphire Battalion of 
Assam Rifles concluded at 
the DC ground, Kiphire on 
Aug. 16. 

The football tourna-
ment was formally inau-
gurated by Longdiba L 
Sangtam, NCS, SDO (Civil), 
Kiphire on Aug. 8.

According to a press re-
lease, the tournament was 
aimed at fusing the indomi-
table Naga spirit and the 
passion of Naga youth for 
football, so that the young 
sporting talent of the state 
can get an avenue to rise 
and shine as professional 
footballers.

After a tough league 
cum knock out rounds, 
among 11 equally poised 
teams, Legend Club de-

feated defending champion 
Abide FC to lift the maiden 
title. With this win, Legend 
Club pocketed a cash prize 
of INR 25000 along with the 
winner’s trophy. Runners-
up Abide FC team bagged a 
prize money of INR 15000. 
Throngjumong of Abide FC 
team was adjudged the best 
goal keeper and Ahocho of 
United Viking was declared 
best player. Both were given 
a cash prize of INR 2500 
each. Alem Tep of Legend 
FC team who was adjudged 
the best goal scorer was also 
presented with a cash prize 
of INR 2500.

Legend Club and cham-
pion Abide FC will now rep-
resent Kiphire district in 
the forthcoming state level 
Captain (late) N Kenguruse, 
Mahavir Chakra, Memo-
rial tournament scheduled 
to be held from Sept. 10 
onwards.

Dimapur, Aug. 17 (EMN): 
Rallying behind the coach 
of Nagaland State Sports 
Academy, Mughato Sumi, 
Kuhuboto Ghakhu Sports 
Association (KGSA) stated 
that selection of deserving 
candidate for any award 
should be based on achieve-
ments and performances.

The association has 
termed as ‘impartial, injus-
tice and discrimination’ in 
denying the Dr. T Ao Sports 
Award to Mughato Sumi. To 
substantiate its claim, the 
association stated that Mu-
ghato Sumi was conferred 
two times best coach award 
(international), one time 
best coach award (national), 
best coach (Royal Gold Cup) 
2009, state coach award 
2013, Governor’s Gold med-
allist in the field of sports 
2015.

Besides, it stated that 
twelve players have repre-

sented India in various cat-
egories under his guidance 
till date.

The association presi-
dent, Kakheto Assumi, and 
the general secretary, Xush-
eto Zhimo, stated that Mu-
ghato Sumi is a role model 
not only for Sumis but Na-
gas in general. It stated that 
Mughato Sumi had pro-
duced one and only ISL 
player from Nagaland in the 
personality of Kivi Zhimo-
mi, who also happens to be 
from the Sumi community.

Taking into account of 
all the factors, the asso-
ciation has questioned if the 
awards are only meant for 
some few particular tribes?

KGSA has appealed to 
the state chief minister to 
deliver justice if at all the 
government is really serious 
for a change and transpar-
ency without any ‘ism or 
partiality.’

London, Aug. 17 (AFP): Bel-
gian star Kevin De Bruyne, a 
pivotal figure in Manchester 
City's title-winning cam-
paign, will be out of action 
for three months because 
of a knee injury, the club 
said Friday.

The 27-year-old mid-
fielder -- who scored eight 
goals and provided 16 as-
sists as City romped to the 
title last season -- will not 
have to undergo surgery on 
the injury which he suffered 
in training on Wednesday.

But his recovery will 
mean he misses the Pre-
mier League clash with the 
team many think will be 
City's main title rivals, Liv-
erpool, on October 7 and 
the Manchester Derby on 
November 11 as well as part 
of the Champions League 
group stage.

"Manchester City can 
confirm Kevin de Bruyne 
has suffered a lateral collat-
eral ligament (LCL) lesion in 
his right knee," the club said 
in a statement.

"No surgery is required, 
and the midfielder is ex-
pected to be out for around 

Milan, Aug. 17 (AFP): Italian international 
midfielder Claudio Marchisio has called 
time on his Juventus career after 25 years 
spent with the Turin giants.

The 32-year-old, nicknamed The Little 
Prince, joined his hometown club at the age 
of seven and won seven Serie A titles and 
four Italian Cups.

Juventus agreed to terminate the 
55-times capped Italian international's 
contract by "mutual consent" before Fri-
day's transfer deadline in Italy.

"A thousand thoughts and a thousand 
images accompanied me throughout the 
night," wrote Marchisio in an Instagram 
post accompanied by a photo that showed 
him playing for a Juventus youth team as 
a child.

"I can't stop looking at this photograph 
and those stripes on which I wrote my life 
story as a man and a player.

"I love this jersey to such a degree that, 
despite everything, I am convinced that 

what is best for the team comes first. Al-
ways. On a tough day like this, I cling tight 
to that principle.

"You are the most beautiful part of this 
marvellous story, so for that reason, in a few 
days we'll be able to say goodbye in a more 
special way.

"After all, 8 (his jersey number) is noth-
ing but an infinity sign looking upwards."

Marchisio's only time away from Juven-
tus was a season's loan to Empoli in 2007-
2008, but he had been increasingly sidelined 
after a serious knee injury in 2016.

"Having had the opportunity to ac-
company him on this path, to discover a 
homegrown champion, day by day, was 
quite simply a privilege and an honour. 
Thanks for everything Claudio," Juventus 
said in a statement.

Marchisio made his first-team debut 
for Juventus in August 2006 and scored 37 
times in 389 appearances in the black and 
white jersey.

However, with Umesh 
Yadav, who was dropped 
at Lord's Test for Kuldeep, 
the skipper would have to 
make a choice between him 
and Bumrah. Pacers Ishant 
Sharma and Mohammed 
Shami, along with off-spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin 
are guaranteed to feature 
in the bowling department.

On the other hand, Eng-
land captain Joe Root on 
Friday confirmed that all-
rounder Ben Stokes will 
return to the side replacing 
young seamer Sam Curran.

"It was one of the most 
difficult decisions I've had 
to make as captain. It's 
about us as a squad de-
livering over five games 
and on this occasion Sam 
is unfortunate to miss out," 
Root was quoted as saying 
by England Cricket Board 
(ECB).

"Ben is desperate to get 
back playing cricket. He's 
desperate to get out there, 
put in performances and 
concentrate on his cricket 
now. He feels ready to play," 
he added.

Significantly Stokes, 
who returned with figures 
of 6/113 at Edgbaston Test, 

had missed the second Test 
owing to a court case. In his 
place, Chris Woakes played, 
scoring a 137 not out and 
picking four wickets. Based 
on these performances, 
Woakes has been given an-
other opportunity.

Both seam-bowling 
all-rounders, Stokes and 
Woakes, will operate along 
with specialist seamers 
James Anderson and Stuart 
Broad -- who have picked 13 
and 7 wickets respectively in 
the first two Tests.

Stokes' inclusion will 
add more steel to batting 
of England, who have seen 
their opener Alastair Cook 
and KEaton Jennings failing 
regularly with cheap scores.

The last time these two 
sides clashed here was back 
in 2014 when India scored 
457 and 391/9 on a bat-
ting friendly surface, while 
England, who batted once, 
scored 496 as the match 
ended in a draw.

However, with the pitch 
condition different from 
the last time and conditions 
too, the visitors' first task 
will be to find a balanced 
team combination in a do-
or-die situation.

Claudio Marchisio 

three months."
De Bruyne, who enjoyed 

a superb World Cup as Bel-
gium reached the semi-
finals, suffered a similar 
injury in a league game with 
Everton in January 2016 
although that kept him out 
of the team for two months.

He came on for a cameo 
role of half an hour in the 
2-0 opening Premier League 
victory over Arsenal last 

Sunday.
While the loss of such a 

player would be a blow to 
most clubs, City have more 
depth than most thanks 
to their Abu Dhabi owners 
spending generously on 
players. The likes of Ber-
nardo Silva, David Silva, 
Ilkay Gundogan or even the 
home grown teenage talent 
Phil Foden are capable of 
filling the vacuum.

London, Aug. 17 (AFP): Ju-
rgen Klopp admits he is 
willing to allow some of 
Liverpool's fringe players to 
leave before the end of the 
August.

R e d s  b o s s  K l o p p 
splashed out £160 million 
($203.8 million) on Naby 
Keita, Fabinho, Alisson 
Becker and Xherdan Shaqiri 
before the Premier League 
transfer window closed last 
week.

Those deals mean Liv-
erpool are open to 
off-load- i n g 
p l a y - e r s 
likely t o  b e 

s q u e e z e d 
o u t  o f  t h e 

m a t c h - d a y 
squad on a reg-

ular basis.
Estonia defender 

Ragnar Klavan is expect-
ed to join Cagliari, while 
Simon Mignolet, Lazar 
Markovic, Sheyi Ojo, Mar-
ko Grujic and Dominic 
Solanke might all attract 
interest.

A l t h o u g h  E n g l i s h 
teams can't buy players 
until January, they can still 
sell to European clubs for 

the rest of August and Klopp 
says business could be done 
at Anfield -- but only at the 
right price.

"I said before, in gen-
eral, that it's possible play-
ers could leave the club and 
that will happen if it's good 
for everyone," Klopp told 
reporters on Friday.

"The transfer window 
closed in England and the 
whole of the world -- the 
whole of Europe at least -- 

was wait-
i n g  f o r 

t h a t 
m o -
m e n t 
a n d 
t h e y 
s t a r t 

now trying, dumping (low-
er) prices to get good foot-
ball players.

"That will not happen. 
We are not in a financial 
need. No player would leave 
the club if I would not allow 
it. First the situation is, 'How 
is the offer, how is the need 
for us?'.

"I really think we could 
give a few players the op-
portunity but we have to 
see how many. I have no 
number in my mind at the 
moment."

Liverpool are regarded 
as the team most likely to 
challenge champions Man-
chester City.

They kicked off their 
campaign with a 4-0 win 
against West Ham, but 
Klopp is not getting carried 

away.
" P e o p l e  a r e 

still not used to 
enough good 

f o o t b a l l 
f ro m  u s, 

because 
i f we are 
g o o d we are 
' u n b e - l i e v -
ably good'. B u t 
we didn't g e t 
anything for it so 
f a r , "  h e said.

" W e 
need to stay positive, very 
good, but stay angry as well. 


