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Atal Bihari Vajpayee, charismatic statesman, is no more

Rio tells Kma. administration to complete 
survey of Science College land in six weeks 

Reservation in promotions: Minorities 
faced social exclusion, Centre tells SC

Power cuts across Dimapur 
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New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): 
Former Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, whose politics of 
moderation in a hardline party 
propelled the BJP to power for 
the first time in the 1990s, died on 
Thursday after a long illness.

The 93-year-old leader, who 
had faded from public life for 
more than a decade following 
health complications and was ad-
mitted to AIIMS with urinary tract 
infection on June 11, breathed his 
last at 5.05 p.m., the hospital said 
in a statement.

"It is with profound grief that 
we inform about the sad demise 
of former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee.

"Unfortunately, his condition 
deteriorated over the last 36 hours 
and he was put on life support 
system. Despite the best of efforts, 
we have lost him today," the state-
ment said.

Vajpayee, a diabetic, was un-
dergoing treatment at All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS). He was said to be stable 
for the last nine weeks but his 
health suffered a setback on Sun-
day and worsened on Wednesday.

That things were getting 
worse could be gleaned from the 
fact that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi made two visits to AIIMS in 
the last two days.

Rich tributes poured from 
across the political spectrum for 
Vajpayee who had the reputation 
of having no enemies in politics.

Modi described the passing 
away of Vajpayee as "the end of 
an era" and every Indian and the 
BJP worker would continue to be 
guided by his vision.

President Ram Nath Kovind 
said Vajpayee was a "true Indian 
statesman".

"His leadership, foresight, 
maturity and eloquence put him 
in a league of his own."

Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi said Vajpayee was loved 
and respected by millions. "Today, 
India lost a great son."

Earlier, as news of deteriora-
tion of his health spread, na-
tional leaders, including Vice 
President M. Venkaiah Naidu, 
BJP brass -- party President Amit 
Shah, veterans L.K. Advani and 
Murli Manohar Joshi, and Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, cabinet 
ministers, chief ministers and 
opposition leaders Rahul Gandhi 
and Mamata Banerjee visited the 
hospital during the day.

The body was taken to Vaj-
payee's house on Krishna Menon 

Marg in Lutyen's Delhi for the 
public to pay last respects to the 
departed leader.

The former Prime Minister, 
whose birthday on December 25 
is celebrated as Good Govern-
ance Day, was honoured with the 
Bharat Ratna in 2014 at his home.

Vajpayee, whose more than 
six-year term was marked by 
peace initiative with Pakistan and 
the 1998 Pokhran nuclear test 
that invited US sanctions, was 
a bachelor and leaves behind a 
foster family.

Though his long-time associ-
ate L.K. Advani, credited for the 
rise of the BJP from the last 1980s 
on the Ayodhya temple issue 
with his hardline politics, it was 
Vajpayee's moderate stance that 
took the party close to power.

He was the Prime Minister for 
13 days in mid-1996 at the head 
of the first short-lived BJP gov-
ernment. He was forced to resign 
ahead of the confidence vote as 
he failed to muster the numbers.

However, Vajpayee again be-
came the Prime Minister in March 
1998 with improved numbers and 
new allies like the TDP, the AI-
ADMK, the National Conference 
and the Samta Party.

But his government fell 13 
months later on the floor of the 
Lok Sabha losing by one vote 
in the confidence motion af-
ter AIADMK headed by the late 
J.Jayalalithaa withdrew support 
to the BJP.

The BJP government led by 
Vajpayee returned to power in 
1999 and completed almost its full 
term until 2004 when the party 
lost in the polls that was called 
earlier than was scheduled.

Vajpayee was known for his 
lavish praise of Indira Gandhi 
as Durga on India's victory over 
Pakistan in the 1971 war of Bang-
ladesh independence.

He had a flair for foreign poli-
cy issues and the then Prime Min-
ister Narasimha Rao chose him to 
lead an Indian delegation to the 
UN Human Rights conference to 
counter Pakistan's campaign for 
Kashmir. 

Vajpayee had a long associa-
tion with the RSS and the Bhartiya 
Jana Sangh which merged to form 
the Janata Party in the post Emer-
gency period when he was jailed 
along with numerous opposition 
leaders.

And in 1980, he, Advani, Joshi 
and other leaders founded the 
BJP of which he was the first 
President.

Vajpayee to be 
accorded state 
funeral; flag 

to be flown at 
half-mast

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (PTI): 
The government today an-
nounced seven-day state 
mourning as a mark of re-
spect for former prime min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee who 
passed away today.

In a circular, the Home 
Ministry also said national 
flag would be flown at half 
mast from today for seven 
days across India and a state 
funeral would be accorded to 
Vajpayee.

"As a mark of respect to 
the departed dignitary, it has 
been decided that seven days 
of state mourning will be 
observed throughout India 
from August 16-22, both days 
inclusive. 

"During this period, the 
national flag will be flown at 
half mast throughout India 
where it is regularly flown 
and there will be no official 
entertainment during the 
period of the state mourn-
ing," the Home Ministry said.

The government has also 
decided that the state funeral 
would be accorded to the 
former prime minister.

The national flag would 
also fly half mast on the day 
of the funeral in all Indian 
missions abroad.

Nagaland declares 
seven-day mourning 

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
The government of Naga-
land has announced a sev-
en-day period of mourn-
ing, from August 16 to the 
22nd, as a mark of respect 
to former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee who 
passed away on Thursday.

According to a DIPR 
report, all government of-
fices, educational institu-
tions, both government 
and private, will remain 
closed on August 17. “The 
national flag would be 
flown at half-mast for sev-
en days and there will be 

no official entertainment 
during the period of the 
state mourning,” the report 
read. 

ANCSU keeps agitation  
on hold  
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANC-
SU) has kept in abeyance 
its proposed agitation in 
view of the seven days of 
mourning declared by the 
Nagaland government fol-
lowing the death of Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee. This was 
informed thorough a press 
release on Thursday.   

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
Following the August 14 
meeting with representatives 
of the All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU), 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
has directed the deputy 
commissioner of Kohima 
to complete survey work of 
the lands of Kohima Science 
College. The authorities are 
to submit a report of it within 
six weeks to enable the gov-
ernment to take necessary 
action as deemed fit. 

With regard to the re-
lease of scholarship for the 
year 2017-18, he has di-

rected disbursement of the 
first instalment immedi-
ately, and that the utilisa-
tion certification should be 
submitted to the central 
government to release the 
‘balance instalments.’ 

 “Further, possibilities of 
releasing scholarship from 
state's resources pending re-
lease of scholarship money 
be explored especially in 
view of the poor financial 
position of the state. With an 
objective to streamline the 
system of disbursement of 
scholarships through a com-
mon scholarship cell — a 

report may be obtained from 
all departments who dis-
burse scholarships to work 
out a suitable mechanism. 

“Government is setting 
up a cell for the implementa-
tion of the insurance scheme 
for students studying out-
side Nagaland under which 
the government will provide 
a sum of INR 5 Iakh in case 
of unfortunate death of any 
such student. Possibilities 
of entrusting the same cell 
for managing scholarships 
of all departments may be 
explored,” according to a 
government statement.

Rio has also directed all 
the district deputy commis-
sioners to submit a status 
report within three months 
any case of encroachment 
of land belonging to govern-
ment colleges/institutions. 

“Further necessary 
steps may be taken to en-
sure that there is no disrup-
tion of academic activity in 
colleges and strong action 
be taken against anyone 
who disrupts normal life or 
takes law in his or her own 
hands. All possible action 
be taken for maintenance of 
public order,” it read. 

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): The Centre 
on Thursday pushed for reservation 
in promotions in government jobs for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
as it told the Supreme Court that mem-
bers of these communities had suffered 
social exclusion for centuries and can't 
be excluded from the benefit as they 
are backward.

Referring to their social status, At-
torney General K.K. Venugopal said: 
"They don't have inter-caste marriage. 
They have to marry within their own 
caste. They can't ride a mare for their 
wedding."

The Centre's stand was made be-
fore a five-Judge Constitution Bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
which is hearing a plea for the recon-
sideration of a 2006 top court judgment 
that said that reservation in promo-

tion for SCs/STs can take place only 
if there is a quantifiable data showing 
inadequacy of their representation, 
coupled with overall efficiency of the 
administration.

The court had upheld in 2016 the 
validity of Constitution's 85th Amend-
ment by which Article 16 (4A) - provid-
ing for reservation in promotion with 
consequential seniority - was inserted 
in the Constitution.

The reservation in promotions was 
to come into effect retrospectively from 
June 17, 1995.

Seeking its reconsideration, the 
Attorney General referred to constitu-
tional provisions and said that if any 
change has to be made in the Presiden-
tial list showing them as backward caste 
or to carve out a creamy layer among 
them it can only be done by Parliament 

and not the court, a point accepted by 
Justice Nariman.

Even as Justice Joseph asked if there 
could be some limit to benefits of reser-
vation for SCs/STs so that others within 
the community could take advantage, 
The Attorney General said that "it is a 
great stigma, it can't be erased" by hav-
ing the benefit of reservation for two or 
more generations.

The bench was told that a Sched-
uled Caste person converting to Chris-
tianity carried along with him the caste 
baggage, as Justice Joseph observed: 
"Conversion is a matter of faith, but it 
does not erase caste."

Senior counsel P.S. Patwalia, ap-
pearing for Tripura and Bihar, sup-
ported the Centre's stand. He will 
continue his submission on August 22 
when hearing resumes.

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): The department of Power has informed that due to work on the 
'132/33kV 100MVA' and ‘bus bar modification’ at the Nagarjan sub-station in Dimapur, 
there will be power cuts from 4 am to 8 am in a number of localities. See Table

Eastern Mirror Desk
Former Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee was supposed to travel from Dimapur 
airport to Kohima by helicopter during his first 
visit to Nagaland in 2003. But as fate would 
have it, inclement weather forced his entou-
rage to take the only road that barely existed. 
He didn’t complain but sympathised with the 
harsh reality that the Nagas had had to face 
every day, which the then chief minister of 
the state, Neiphiu Rio, referred to as a sign of 
“concern and care” for the people. 

Vajpayee kept his promise to meet the 
people of Nagaland in person by braving the 
rough 74-km road to Kohima, which most 
people in his position would have called off 
citing security reasons. He won the hearts of 
the people from the very moment he set his 
foot on Nagaland.

“Ami laga bhai aru boyni-khan. Aami Naga-
land-te matiye karone besi khusi paise dei. (‘My 
dear brothers and sisters. I am very happy that I 
have been invited to Nagaland’),” Vajpayee said 
while addressing the public in Kohima. 

He announced a four-lane highway be-
tween the state’s capital, Kohima town, and 
commercial hub Dimapur after experiencing 
the roller-coaster ride. It’s almost 15 years 
since he made the announcement. It may take 
some years before the project is completed 
but he will be remembered when it is done.

Vajpayee also introduced the BSNL mo-
bile phone service in the state by directly 
speaking to the then Union Communications 
Minister Arun Shourie in New Delhi over the 
phone in the presence of the then Chief Minis-
ter Neiphiu Rio and Governor Shyamal Datta.

“Let the dialogue proceed. Let distances be 
removed and let confidence be built and let us 
together create peace and accelerate the devel-
opment," said Vajpayee during the launch of 
the mobile phone service in the state.

Before he would leave for Delhi, the 
former prime minister announced an INR 
1,050 crore economic package for the state 
with the aim to accelerate development, 
including construction of the road between 
Dimapur and Kohima towns; create jobs for 
the youth, and for employment generation 
programmes for the rural population. It came 
a few months after he had announced INR 
365 crore “peace bonus” for the state to help 
recover from its deficit.

Vajpayee also touched on the political 
aspiration of the Nagas in his speech by ac-
knowledging their “unique identity.” 

Over 8,000 delegates from Naga-dominat-
ed districts -- Senapati, Ukhrul, Tamenlong 
and Chandel -- of Manipur came all the way 
to Kohima to welcome the prime minister 
and express their solidarity with the rest of 
the Nagas in Nagaland, Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Myanmar in their demand for 
integration of all Naga-inhabited areas, and 
for early settlement of the Naga political issue.

Special place in our hearts – Rio  
Referring to Vajpayee as a ‘towering 
personality of modern India,’ Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio has expressed 
deep sadness at the demise of the 
former prime minister.

A condolence message from Rio 
stated that Vajpayee would be re-
membered as one of the most popular 
prime ministers of India. “The people 
of Nagaland have a special place for 
the former PM in our hearts. In Oc-
tober 2003, during his three-day visit 
to Nagaland, the then prime minister 
made a historic statement at Kohima, 
which was a defining moment in the 
relationship between Nagas and the 
rest of the country. 

Rio quoted the former PM: “He stat-
ed that, ‘It is true that, of all the states in 
India, Nagaland has a unique history. 
We are sensitive to this historical fact.’ 
He further said, ‘We do not wish to 
impose any external customs on you. 
India has a long tradition of tolerat-
ing diverse customs and ways of life. 
You have nothing to fear.’ In the same 
address he said, ‘I wish to assure you 
on another score, India is a secular na-
tion, both because of our constitution 
and, more importantly, because of our 
civilisational ethos. As you know, India 
is home to all faiths in the world. India 
has respected and protected all faiths.’”

Rio recalled how Vajpayee had said 
then that there were many good things 
others could learn from Nagaland. 

“For example, the practice of broad-
based debate and consensual decision 
making in your Naga Hohos is the very 
kernel of democracy. It deserves to be 
emulated at all levels, from the village 
level to the global level. Yours is indeed 
a model for others to follow and Naga-
land is a proud and honoured member 
of the Indian family." 

According to the chief minister, 
such approach and reassuring state-
ments won the hearts of the Naga peo-
ple and greatly contributed towards 
taking the peace process forward. 
“He also had a serious concern for the 
development of Nagaland with the 
announcement of the prime minister's 
package for development of Nagaland 
and for empowerment of the youth. 

“Prime Minister Vajpayee spent 
three days in Nagaland during his visit 
and interacted with all sections of the 
people late into every night. His visit 
is still remembered in a fond manner 
and I can say with confidence that late 
Vajpayee was largely responsible for 
making Nagas have trust and confi-
dence with the rest of the country at a 
crucial juncture.”

True Indian leader – Acharya 
Governor PB Acharya recalled the late 
Vajpayee as a ‘statesman, great human 
being, a poet at heart, an extraordinary 
orator and an outstanding parliamen-
tarian’ who personified ‘a true Indian 
leader.’

“I am fortunate and blessed as 

party worker to have close contact and 
had guidance for a long period of 20 
years with Late Vajpayeeji,” Acharya 
said in a statement. He recalled that 
it was Vajpayee who first introduced 
Hindi to the United Nations.  

“He was a renowned poet, and 
with regard to his poetry he wrote, ‘My 
poetry is a declaration of war, not an 
exordium to defeat. It is not the de-
feated soldier's drumbeat of despair, 
but the fighting warrior's will to win. It 
is not the dispirited voice of dejection 
but the stirring shout of victory.’

“In his passing away, the nation 
has lost a statesman, a great human 
being, a poet, tall leader and above all, 
a patriot. I on behalf of the people of 
Nagaland as governor and on my own 
behalf, offer our homage to the great 
soul and condole his death.”

NSCN (IM) pays ‘profound homage’
Describing Vajpayee as a ‘great leader 
who could understand the Nagas’, the 
NSCN (IM) also remembered that it 
was during Vajpayee’s tenure when 
the ‘unique history and situation of the 
Nagas’ was officially recognised by the 
government of India on July 11 2002. 

“We pay our profound homage 
to the departed soul. He will be ever 
remembered for his valuable contri-
bution towards resolving the political 
problem of the Nagas. It is indeed a 
great loss not only for India but also 
for Naga people and the world,” read a 
statement from the outfit.

Kim Jong-nam murder: ‘Enough 
evidence’ for women to go on 
trial | P9

Mirror Takes

Shesshhh we don't have 
terrorist here... It's only our 
people fighting against our 

people.

~ Arien

Date Locality/Colony

18th August 2018 Metha, Thahekhu, Dobhinalla, PWD, Forest, Duncan, Town 
Area, Signal.

19th August 2018 Kuda, Walford, Rajbari & Adjoining Areas.

20th  August  2018 Ganeshnagar, Doyapur, Dhansiripar, Razhaphe & Rangapahar 
Army Cantonment, Industrial Estate, Sub Jail, Referral, 
Lengrijan, DC Court, Chekiye, Naharbari, Thilixu, Full 
Nagarjan, Power Grid.

21st August  2018 Metha, Thahekhu, Dobhinalla, PWD, Forest, Duncan, Town 
Area, Signal.

22nd August  2018 Kuda, Walford, Rajbari & Adjoining Areas.

23rd August  2018 Ganeshnagar, Doyapur, Dhansiripar, Razhaphe & Rangapahar 
Army Cantonment, Industrial Estate, Sub Jail, Referral, 
Lengrijan, DC Court, Chekiye, Naharbari, Thilixu, Full Nagarjan, 
Power Grid.

How Vajpayee won 
the hearts of Nagas

EM Graphics



More Independence Day celebration reports from across Nagaland  

ADDENDUM 
This is to add to a photo story on page-three, Aug. 16 
edition of  the Eastern Mirror. The leaders and members 
of  the Nagaland Women Voluntary Association, led 
by their President Kaisa Rio, and not she alone, visited 
Eden Gardens at Khezama in Kohima as part of  the 
Independence Day celebrations.
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Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
More reports about the suc-
cessful celebration of 72nd 
Independence Day in differ-
ent parts of the state have 
been reaching the Eastern 
Mirror desk from the DIPR. 

Noklak: Advisor Printing and 
Stationary, H Haiyang graced 
the Independence day cel-
ebration at Noklak public 
ground and took salute from 
10 parade contingents from 
the 3rd NAP, village guards, 
schools students from the 
government high school and 
others. 

The chief quest also in-
spected the stalls put up by 
Agri. Department and SHG, 
Noklak. 

The 45th AR also demon-
strated arms and ammuni-
tions of various types. 

The Indian Red Cross So-
ciety, Noklak branch visited 
CHC Hospice Noklak and dis-
tributed food items to the 
patients. Other highlights 
included choreography by St. 
Paul and Holy Angels School, 
cultural dance by VG Noklak.  

Pfutsero: Advisor, Rural De-
velopment, Dr. Neikiesalie 
Kire was the chief guest at 
Pfutsero sub-division 

The Phek horticulture de-
partment in coordination 
with the district administra-
tion organized the first flower 
show cum competition and 
sale where thirty people par-
ticipated in the competition 
which was held under four 
categories viz. annuals/bien-
nials, succulents/cacti, per-
ennials and others. 

The 1st prize under ‘an-
nual/biennials category was 
bagged by Kuhukrulu Khamo, 
‘perennials’ category by Nut-
solu Kronu, ‘succulents/cacti’ 
category by Talirenla Tunyi 
and the ‘others’ category by 
Aneile Krome. The prizes for 
winners were sponsored by 
the Phek DHO. Cash incen-
tives to all the participants 
were sponsored by the Min-
ister for Planning and Coordi-
nation, Land Revenue, Neiba 
Kronu. 

Aboi: Advisor, IPR, SCERT 
and VG, Toshi Wungtung was 
the chief guest at Aboi. He 
took salute from the parade 
contingent comprising of 
DEF Aboi, VG, Scout and 
Guide, various schools under 
Aboi town and also read out 
the independence speech.  

The highlights of pro-
grammes included cultural 

dance by KU, KWA and drill 
display by Aboi public school. 
All heads of office, DB, GB, 
public leaders and general 
attended programme peace-
fully.

Tseminyu:  Advisor for Law 
and Justice, Border Affairs, 
Treasury and Accounts, Dr. 
Longriniken graced the Inde-
pendence day celebration at 
Tseminya sub-division. The 
chief guest took salute and 
also inspected the parade 
contingents. 

The Chief Guest also took 
salute from nine parade con-
tinents from the 4th NAP ‘B’ 
Coy, DEF, 1st Naga Girls BN 
NCC 31 Cadre, GHSS, DBS, 
AG School, Christian School 
Tseminyu.  

Presentations of  folk 
songs and dances, special 
group and solo presentations, 
choreography, tug-of-war 
between Tseminyu SDPDB 
Members and DBs/GBs were 
the highlights of the celebra-
tion. The Chief Guest inau-
gurated the Exhibition Stalls 
made by various agri. and 
allied Department and SHGs 
during the celebration.

Jalukie: Advisor for Irrigation 
and Flood Control Namri 

Nchang was the chief guest 
who inspected the parade 
contingents comprising of 
seven contingents.   

The highlights included 
special presentation by col-
lege of Vety. Science Jalukie, 
Christian school and JNV 
Jaluki, cultural dance by art 
and cultural club New Jaluk-
ie, Presbyterian young star 
Samziuram and Samziuram 
‘A’ Block. 

Chiephobozou:  Chairman 
NKVIB, Dr. Neiphrezo Kedit-
su unfurled the tri-colour 
at Chiephobozou and read 
out the Independence Day 
speech. Six contingents took 
part in the parade ceremony 
and Baptist Church Women 
Society gave a special pres-
entation.

Longkhim: Advisor, Indus-
tries and Commerce, NIDC 
Imnatiba was the chief guest 
who took salute from eight 
parade contingents.  

The highlights of the day 
included presentation of cul-
tural dance by Tsadang and 
Kiding dancing troupes. The 
chief guest also inaugurated 
the Sub Division Education 
Office at Longkhim town. 

Sanis: Advisor for Horticul-

ture MhathungYanthan was 
the chief guest. He also inau-
gurated the exhibition stall 
put up by different villages 
and groups.

Presentation of folk song, 
choreography, poem recita-
tion and sweet distribution 
were the highlights of the 
programme. 

Medziphema: Advisor to Vet-
erinary & Animal Husbandry, 
Women Resources, R. Khing 
was the chief guest. He in-
spected the parade ten con-
tingents. The highlight of the 
programme included special 
presentation by Rivenburg 
School Medziphema, Patrotic 
Dance SFS Medziphema, 
martial Arts Display by Taek-
wando Club, Medziphema 
and Tug of war between La-
dies Govt. Employees and 
Medziphema Town women 
Organisation. 

Tizit:  Advisor, School Educa-
tion K.T Sukhalu unfurled 
the national flag at the local 
ground, Tizit.

The highlight of the pro-
gramme were the singing of 
national anthem by M. John 
School, talent display by Trin-
ity School, drill by Hope Plant 
School and St. Francis School. 

Traditional folk Dance was 
presented by Longting Union 
and KNSK. Various depart-
ments took part in the exhi-
bition stalls put up for the 
occasion.

Tobu: Advisor for DUDA N. 
Bongkhao Konyak hoisted 
the national flag and read 
out the independence day 
speech. The highlights of the 
day were sweet distribution 
by Social Welfare depart-
ment, entertainment presen-
tations by Newman Higher 
Secondary School, Bejing 
High School, Tobu Town Stu-
dent’s Union, Business Com-
munity, Cultural Dance KNSK 
Tobu Town.

An exhibition match was 
also played between Tobu 
Town Student’s Union and 
government employees. 
Seyochung: Advisor for Fish-
eries and Aquatic Resources, 
Evaluation, Economics and 
Statistics, L. Khumo was the 
chief guest. The parade con-
tingents included St Mary’s 
high school, Village Guard 
Phisami. 

Highlights of the day in-
cluded song presentations, 
drill  display by St.  High 
School, cultural dance by 
Sangtam woman community 

Seyochung town Sumi com-
munity etc. 
Tuli: Advisor, Tourism, Art 
and Culture,  K h e h o v i -
Yepthomi was the chief guest. 
He unfurled the national 
flag and took salute from the 
parade contingents and also 
read out the Independence 
Day message. National An-
them was presented by GHSS 
Tuli. Altogether five parade 
contingents took part in the 
march past. Watsu Talen Tuli 
presented cultural song and 
TongpangRuju cultural so-
ciety Tuli presented cultural 
dance.

New Delhi: The staff of Na-
galand House celebrated 
the 72nd Independence Day 
at Nagaland House 29-Dr. 
APJ Abdul Kalam Road and 
R.K.Puram Sector 12, New 
Delhi. The tri-colour National 
Flag was unfurled by Jyoti Ka-
lash IAS, Principal Resident 
Commissioner Nagaland 
House New Delhi in the pres-
ence of all the staff. The lunch 
was hosted by Dr. D.K. Bhalla 
Chief Resident Commis-
sioner, JyotiKalash Principal 
Resident Commissioner and 
Kethosituo Sekhose, Deputy 
Resident Commissioner, Na-
galand House New Delhi.

STATE

Paiwang Konyak launches ‘improved web portal’ of Mon district  Kohima DEO informs 
DEO, Kohima today informed all the heads of educa-
tional institutions, both government and private, un-
der Kohima district jurisdiction to compulsorily col-
lect the ‘Teachers Day Tokens and Car Flags’ from the 
office of the District Education Officer, Kohima during 
office hours.  The Kohima DEO Piholi Swunetho, in a 
circular, said that the fund collection of ‘Teacher’s Day 
Tokens/Car Flags’ should be submitted to the DEO on 
or before Sept. 10 2018 for onward submission to the 
higher authority. 

Dmr. SDEO informs 
Meanwhile, the Sr. SDEO Dimapur also also direct 
all the government and private schools under the Sr. 
SDEO Dimapur to collect the teachers token from the 
office from 20th Aug 2018. The Sr. SDEO directed all 
the headmaster, head-teacher, or teacher in-charge 
to bring their respective school seals during the col-
lection. 

CMO notifies on obtaining 
FSS license
Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Wokha Dr. Robin Lotha 
has informed all the business enterprises operating 
in the district to get the FSS License or registere their 
Food Business establishment (Food manufacture/dis-
tributor/stockiest/agencies/departmental/ supplies/ 
wholesaler/ retailers/ hotels/ resturants/ canteens/
pharmacy selling food items/all petty food business 
operations etc.) from the office of the Designated Of-
ficers (Chief Medical ) on or before September 15 2018.
The CMO, Wokha further informed that  operating Food 
Business without the FSS License or registration will 
attract up to 5 lakhs and imprisonment upto 6 months. 

Delhi Ao Students’ Union informs 
The Delhi Ao Students’ Union today informed that 
it has started its registration  process for Ao students 
currently residing and studying in Delhi for the session 
2018-19.  The union in a press note informed all the Ao 
community students enrolled in any institution in 
Delhi and NCR to contact the Statistics Secretaries -- 
Satemmenla (Statistics Secretary) 919871147468 and 
Chubayanger (Asst. Statistics Secretary) 918131062784 
-- to get registered in the union.  

NEWS IN BRIEF

Paiwang Konyak and other officials seen here during the launch of what was informed to be a web facility, on 
Thursday in Mon.

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
Minister of Transport, Civil 
Aviation, Railways and 
Land Resources, P Pai-
wang Konyak, launched 
the newly improved web 
portal of Mon district on 
Thursday.

The web portal is based 
on Secure, Scalable, and 
Sugamya Website as a Serv-
ice (S3WaaS) framework.

An update from the 
DIPR informed that the 
website has been devel-
oped on S3WaaS by Mon 
district informatics officer 
(DIO) of National Infor-
matics Centre (NIC), Ravi 
Ranjan Kumar, under the 
guidance of S3WaaS Team 
NIC Head Quarters, New 
Delhi. The website can be 
accessed viz  https://mon.
nic.in .

While launching the 
website, Konyak expressed 
his appreciation to the 
DIO for developing the 
district website which will 
make Mon district acces-
sible to different parts of 
the country and the world. 
“Even the tourist can ac-
cess and get the informa-
tion before hand while vis-
iting the district,” he said.

Emphasising on the 
network connectivity 
problems in the district, 
Konyak informed that 
he had proposed for set-
ting up of satellite based 
internet  connectivity 
mechanism to the central 
government during his 
last tenure as minister for 
Information Technology; 
as in a hilly terrain, the 

optical fibre based inter-
net connectivity does not 
work properly.

Stating that many of-
ficers posted at far places 
like Mon, he urged upon 
all the government serv-
ants posted at such places 
to work sincerely and to 
take it as an opportunity 
to work for the uplift of 
the people, as they are 

appointed by the govern-
ment to serve the people.

In his power point 
presentation, the DIO 
informed that the re-
vamped website provides 
enhanced user-friendly 
functionalities and inter-
faces. It has responsive de-
sign and can be accessed 
through any internet ready 
device and is in compli-
ance with “Guidelines for 
Indian Government Web-
sites” standard web site 
norms and robust secu-
rity standards. The web-
site can now be accessed 
by visually impaired per-
sons by using the aural 
software, which is easily 
installable on any system. 
Special feature has been 
added for colour blind 
users; they can change 

the contrast of website for 
easy access.

The DIO further in-
formed that many new 
features have been in-
corporated in the new 
version which includes 
information about deputy 
commissioner’s office, 
subscriber trunk dialling 
codes, PIN codes and tel-
ephone directory, Tourism 
information, schemes, 
documents, helpline no., 
link of important offices 
etc.

The launching pro-
gram was presided over 
by deputy commissioner 
Mon, which was attended 
by all administrative of-
ficers, heads of district 
departments, and other 
staff members of National 
Informatics Centre, Mon.

JCC appoints V Nyekha acting convener
Committee iterates stand against 33% women reservation

PHED minister inaugurates new department office in Longleng

Jacob Zhimomi and department officers during the inaugural programme on Aug. 15 at Longleng. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 16: The Joint 
Coordination Committee 
(JCC) of Nagaland on Thurs-
day informed that it has ap-
pointed the Naga Council 
Dimapur’s (NCD) Convener 
Vekhosayi Nyekha as  acting 
convener of the committee. 

The appointment was 
made in their previous 
meeting that was conduct-
ed on Aug. 15 when the 
former JCC Convener Supu 
Jamir  voluntarily resigned 
from his position on po-
litical grounds. The change 
of guard was announced 
at a press conference on 
Aug. 16,  at the Chakhesang 
Western Hoho’s office in 
Dimapur. 

Speaking about the 
committee’s stance against 
33% women reservation in 

the state, Nyekha said, “We 
want government to bring 
amendment in the Naga-
land Municipal Act (NMA) 
of 2001 by withdrawing the 
women reservation” and 
that “we will continue to 
pressure government for 
the amendment.” So far the 
government is yet to bring 
any concrete solution to this 
problem, he pointed. 

He maintain that, ‘We 
are in no way against any 
women leader. In fact, any 
leader should be elected 
irrespective of genders but 
not through reservation.’ 
Further, he added, ‘We will 
tie up with the Nagaland 
Tribes Action Committee 
to pursue our demands 
jointly’. 

Nyekha also spoke  
about the objectives of 

the Naga Council of Di-
mapur. He said: “NCD is 
against multiple taxation 
by the Naga political  groups 
(NPGs)” and that “we follow 
the system of one govern-
ment, one tax.” Thus, the 
NCD appealed to the NPGs 
to streamline the system of 
“rampage” tax collection. 
Further, the council urged 
the NPGs to come under 
one umbrella to bring about 
an  early settlement of the 
Naga political issue. 

Keeping all these in 
view, the NDC has sched-
uled a meeting on Aug. 18 
at 11:00 am at the Tourist 
Lodge in Dimapur. Rep-
resentatives from various 
Dimapur apex tribal groups  
and organisations  have 
been asked to attend the 
meeting, it added.   

Dimapur Aug. 16 (EMN): 
The minister for Public 
Health and Engineering 
Department (PHED) Jacob 
Zhimomi has inaugurated 
the new office building of 
executive engineer PHED 
at Longleng on Aug. 15 
during his visit to the dis-
trict as the Independence 
Day celebration special 
guest. A press release 
from the Department of 
Information and Public 
Relations informed on 
Thursday. 

In his inaugural speech, 
Zhimomi said that no gov-
ernment has a magic wand 
to transform the state over-
night and redress all its 
problems. He informed 
that People’s Democratic 
Alliance is a new govern-
ment and it will take time 
like any other government 
to plan and execute to pro-
vide proper facilities to the 
people. He added that the 
government and the peo-
ple are equally responsible 
for the progress of the state 

Y Patton mourns 

BJYM 

NPCC 

NDPP

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): Deputy Chief 
Minister, Y Patton today expressed deep 
sadness at the demise of former Prime 
MInister, A.B Vajpayee on Aug 16 at 
AIIMS, New Delhi. 

A condolence message from the 
deputy chief minister, made available by 
the media cell, stated that late Vajpayee 
won the hearts of the Nagas when he 
recognised the “unique history” of the 
Nagas during his visit to Kohima in 
October 2003. 

“An outstanding parliamentarian, 

master orator, poet and a liberal, Shri 
Vajpayee is also remembered for an-
nouncing special package for Nagaland 
and launching mobile services in the 
state. Vajpayee will be fondly remem-
bered by the Naga people,” said Patton 
while adding that his contributions to 
the BJP is immense and the party feels 
the deep void left by his demise. 

“I join the nation in mourning the 
demise of a respected leader and pray 
for the departed soul to rest in peace,” 
stated the deputy chief minister. 

The Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) Nagaland president Benjamin 
Yeputhomi along with its party mem-
bers has expressed sadness over the 
demise of former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee.  A message from BJYM 
president said Vaypayee was a great hero 
of Indian political arena, a great political 
thinker who never reacted sharply on 
his critical political opponents and who 
was never tired of serving the great na-

tion.  With his demise, the nation and 
the BJP family ‘the biggest political party 
in the world’ bids adieu to Vaypayee, the 
message read.  

The party workers are saddened over 
the demise of former Prime Minister 
and Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and the party extended its heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved family 
and prayed for the departed soul to rest 
in peace. 

The Nagaland Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) has mourned the demise 
of former Prime Minister of India Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee. The NPCC in their con-
dolence note remembered former PM 
Vajpayee as ‘a gifted orator, poet and a 
statesman’.   

“His recognition of Naga history as 
unique gave a new added dimension 
towards finding solution to the Indo 
Naga peace talks”, the NPCC remem-
bered. The state Congress prayed for the 
departed soul and expressed that the 
nation will miss him.  

NDPP today expressed sadness over 
the demise of former Prime Minister, 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

A condolence message from the 
NDPP President, Chingwang Konyak 
described the late leader as a veteran 
political leader, freedom fighter, states-
man and an orator. 

“Late Vajpayees illustrious jour-
ney as a poet, writer, politician and 
as three-time Prime Minister of India 
culminated with the Nation’s highest 
civilian award, the Bharat Ratna be-
ing conferred on him in 2015,” stated 
Konyak. Terming the late leader as 
a ‘shrewd politician who minced no 
words, yet at the same time behaved 

with impeccable discipline, giving 
respect and due regard to all the ad-
versaries, both inside and outside 
the parliament, Chingwang said that 
personality ‘won him the hearts of the 
entire nation’. 

Beside, Chingwang said that late 
Vajpayee was a dear friend of the Naga 
people who understood the unique-
ness of our history and never hesitated 
to ensure that the Nagas were never left 
wanting. 

“His demise is a loss for all Nagas as 
we have lost a friend, a mentor and a 
leader,” said Konyak while adding that 
his passing away has created a void 
which may never be filled again.

CONDOLENCES

and appealed the gather-
ing to stop pressurising the 
government and extend 
full cooperation and sup-
port to ensure peace and 
progress in the state. He 
stated “together we will 
change the system and 
strive forward for a better 
Nagaland”. 

The minister  a lso 

spoke about financial sta-
tus of the state, he said 
that ‘we have no resources 
of our own we have no 
trade and commerce and 
industries to provide job 
opportunity to the people 
in the private sector.’ That 
is the reason; Nagaland is 
dependent on the central 
government and the state 

government for providing 
jobs to the people. 

Zhimomi also spoke 
about the Eastern Naga-
land Peoples Organisation 
(ENPO). He informed that 
despite financial constrain 
the PDA government is 
committed to prioritised 
the development of the 
ENPO area to redress 

their grievances. Also, he 
urged people to protect 
and have ownership of 
the public properties. 
Further, he informed that 
water supply connection 
for Longleng headquarter 
is under process and he 
had apprised the central 
government for considera-
tion and approval at the 
earliest. 

The deputy commis-
sioner of Longleng, John 
Tsulise Sangtam, has con-
gratulated officers and 
staffs of the PHED depart-
ment for completing the 
new executive engineer 
office successfully. He 
stated that it was a proud 
moment for the district 
and the Phom community 
to have such a beautiful 
building in Longleng.  He 
is hopeful that it will bear 
more fruits, render best 
service, and cater to the 
needs of the people. Sang-
tam also raised concerns 
on the matter of water 
scarcity in the area.
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Supreme Court seeks views of
stakeholders on Assam NRC SoP

Four detained on charge of drugging people

Manipur University likely to reopen

India and China hold BPM in Arunachal Two trucks 
torched in 
Manipur

Manipur gov. inaugurates orchid production unit

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): 
The process for receiv-
ing claims and objections 
from the public, including 
40 lakh ineligible people 
who were not included in 
the complete draft NRC, 
would begin from August 
30, as the Supreme Court 
on Thursday sought views 
of AASU, AAMSU and Ja-
miat-Ulama-E-Hind on 
the Standard Operating 
Procedure prepared by the 
Centre.

The Centre had, on Au-
gust 14, submitted to the 
court the detailed SoP for 
the disposal of claims and 
objections in the updation 
of the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam. 

The top court had, on 
July 31, permitted the Cen-
tre to prepare the details of 
the modalities to deal with 
the claims and objections 
following publication of 
the draft final NRC.

Besides All Assam Stu-

dents Union (AASU), All 
Assam Minorities Students 
Union (AAMSU), Jamiat-
Ulama-E-Hind, the bench 
of Justice Ranjan Gogoi 
and Justice Rohinton Fali 
Nariman also asked the 
petitioners, Assam Public 
Works and Assam Sanmili-
ta Mahasangha, to submit 
their views on the SoP.

All of them were direct-
ed to submit their views by 
August 25.

While seeking the 
views of AASU, AAMSU, 
Jamiat-Ulama-E-Hind, 
and the three petitioners, 
the court ruled out involv-
ing the political parties in 
the exercise.

The bench asked who 
the stakeholders are for 
ascertaining views on the 
SoP. The state coordina-
tor for preparing NRC, 
Prateek Hajela, said in the 
past political parties were 
involved in the consulta-
tion process.

The court said that SoP 
would be finalised on Au-
gust 28, the next date of 
hearing. The court also 
asked Prateek Hajela to 
give in a sealed cover the 
district-wise percentage of 
the people have not been 
included in the draft NRC.

The complete draft 
NRC that was published 
on July 30 found the 
names of 2,89,83, 677 and 
left a total of 40,70,707 
being ineligibles for in-
clusion. Of the 40,70,707 
names, 37,59,630 names 
were rejected and 2,48,077 
names were kept on hold.

The SoP says that 
during the course of the 
hearing of claims and ob-
jections, which accord-
ing to existing schedule 
would commence from 
December 15, the Assam 
government along with 
the Unique Identification 
Authority of India will un-
dertake the process of bio-

metric enrolment of all the 
NRC applicants.

The biometric enrol-
ment of persons, who 
would be making claims 
for inclusion and those 
who are objected to will be 
distinctive. Separate IDs 
will be generated for those 
individuals.

The SoP prepared by 
the Centre says that while 
a claim for inclusion can 
only be made by the per-
son concerned, the objec-
tion to inclusion of a name 
in the draft NRC could be 
made by any person.

Also there is no restric-
tion on filing any number 
of objections to the names 
for inclusion in the draft 
NRC.

The SoP further says 
that there would be “no 
penalty for rejection of 
an application made in 
respect of objection for 
inclusion of a name in the 
draft NRC.”

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
Acting on information re-
ceived on August 11 about 
drugging of a constable 
of Assam Police travel-
ling on train No. 55803 
UP bound for Kamakhya, 
Crime Prevention and 
Detection Squad (CPDS) 
team of Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) swung into ac-
tion arrested four persons 
along with some drugs 
from their possession.

In a press release, chief 
public relations officer, 
Pranav Jyoti Sharma, stat-

ed that CPDS team com-
prising of head constables 
Sujit Mazumdar, Nur Is-
lam, LM Thakuria, consta-
ble Ajay Kumar and head 
constable of crime intel-
ligent branch RC Kumar 
conducted checking of the 
train at Kamakhya railway 
station and arrested one 
person identified as Sukur 
Ali (38), son of Belal Seikh 
of Povesti Salmara village 
in Dhubri district.

On the same night, 
CPDS team also appre-
hended one person on 

suspicion identified as 
Hakim Ali (58), son of As-
mot Ali of Gabardhanpara 
village in Dhubri district 
from the circulating area of 
Kamakhya railway station 
whose physical descrip-
tion matched with that 
given by one lady victim 
on earlier date (later iden-
tified by the lady).

As per confession of 
the arrested Hakim Ali, 
two more associates 
namely Anuar Hussain 
(30), son of Md. Jahorud-
din of 19 Jharnarchar Part- 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
Manipur governor, Dr. Na-
jma Heptulla, on Thursday 
inaugurated the facility 
for mass production of or-
chids and a farmers’ hostel 
inside the bio-resources 
park of the Institute of 
Bio-resources and Sus-
tainable Development 
(IBSD), a national institute 
of department of biotech-
nology, located at Hara-
rou village, 16 km north of 
Imphal under Imphal East 
district.

Dr. Heptulla lauded 
the initiative of IBSD to 
promote high value bio-
resources for the socio-
economic development 
of the region and also in 
having created a model of 
sustainable development 

at its bio-resources park in 
Manipur. 

In her address, Dr. 
Heptulla expressed the 
need to take up cash crops 
cultivation besides taking 
up valued addition ac-
tivities to realise the Prime 
Minister’s initiative to dou-
ble the farmers’ income 
by 2022.

She further expressed 
her happiness saying 
that the plastic flowers 
especially orchids would 
be soon be replaced by 
the natural ones. She in-
formed that orchids have 
become a status symbol 
in Delhi- a luxurious item 
of decoration during wed-
dings because of its high 
cost. She encouraged the 
people to treat plants 
kindly for they can feel 

like human beings. 
While expressing her 

concern over jhum cul-
tivation, she appealed to 
the people to engage in 
multi-cropping system for 
soil preservation.

Director of IBSD, Prof. 
Dinabandhu Sahoo, said 
the hi-tech facility would 
provide lakhs of cut or-
chid flowers per annum 
and would be a boon to 
farmers and unemployed 
youth of the entire North-
east region. He said IBSD 
has already setup 10 such 
units in farmers’ fields 
adding training had been 
imparted to over 750 un-
employed youth and farm-
ers. 

With the high rate of 
unemployment in the re-
gion, he said biotechnol-

Imphal, Aug. 16 (IANS): The Ma-
nipur University, which has been 
closed for 78 days following a 
demand for the removal of the 
Vice Chancellor, is likely re-open 
following an agreement on Thurs-
day. Students and teachers have 
sought the VC’s removal for alleg-
edly administrative and financial 
irregularities.

A Memorandum of Understand-

ing (MoU) was signed following a 
series of talks between the state gov-
ernment and the varsity community. 
The government agreed to replace 
two members of the fact finding 
committee that has been constituted 
to look into the charges against Vice 
Chancellor AP Pandey.

However, the independent in-
quiry committee will continue to be 
headed by T Nandakumar, formerly 

of the Meghalaya High Court, and 
submit its report within 15 days. 
During this period, Pandey will be 
on leave.

The Manipur University Teach-
ers’ Association has levelled charges 
of serious administrative and finan-
cial irregularities against Pandey and 
demanded an independent inquiry 
committee under the Inquiry Com-
mission Act, 1952.

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): A Border Per-
sonnel Meet (BPM) between the Indian 
Army (IA) and People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) of China was held at Kepang La in 
Siyang valley of Arunachal Pradesh on 
August 15 marking a historic day in Indo-
China relationship. The IA delegation 
was led by Col. Manish Joshi, while PLA 
delegation was led by Col. Chen Sau Feng.

According to defence release issued 
by PRO Col. C Konwar, IA and PLA del-
egations had eight members each and 
both sides welcomed the opportunity for 
opening of a new location allowing for a 
better contact process to resolve any is-
sues in times to come. 

After the initial welcome address from 
both sides, gifts were exchanged. Both 
sides affirmed their resolve to enhance 
mutual understanding and cooperation 
for maintaining peace and tranquillity 
along the Line of Actual Control, the state-
ment said.

Meanwhile, another BPM was held at 
Kibithu, on the Indian side of the LAC, to 
celebrate the 72nd Independence Day of 
the country. The Indian delegation was 
led by a Brigadier of the Dao Division, 
while the Chinese delegation was led by 
Sr. Colonel Liwen Jian. The two delega-
tions comprised of military officials from 
each side.  

The Kibithu-Damai Border Meeting 
mechanism was started as a confidence 
building measure to resolve local bound-
ary issues and has been instrumental in 
maintaining peace and tranquillity along 
the LAC since 2014, it added. 

The Indian counterpart expressed 
hope that coming together of troops from 
both side would facilitate development 
of mutual cooperation. The Indian side 
also presented a cultural programme in 
the honour of the Chinese delegation 
showcasing the rich culture and heritage 
of the country.  

Imphal, Aug. 16 (PTI): Two 
loaded trucks carrying es-
sentials were torched by 
unidentified miscreants 
at a village in Tamenglong 
district of Manipur today, 
police said.

The incident was re-
ported during a 24-hour 
‘Zeliangrong area’ bandh 
called by Zeliangrong 
Baudi and its allies since 
yesterday midnight.

T h e  t r u c k s  w e r e 
torched at Tupul area 
along the NH-37 (Imphal-
Jiri Road) at around 2 am, 
said a senior police officer.
Tupul is located at least 54 
km from the state capital.

Reinforcements have 
been sent to the area from 
Keithalmanbi police sta-
tion, the officer said.

The bandh has been 
called to protest the al-
leged move by the NSCN 
(IM) to create divisions 
in the Zeliangrong com-
munity, settled mostly in 
the Tamenglong district 
of Manipur and adjoin-
ing areas of Assam and 
Nagaland.

Zeliangrong civil or-
ganisations have called 
a bandh from August 15 
midnight to August 16 
midnight.

EM Images

Dr. Najma Heptulla inspecting orchids at the IBSD bioresource park in Haraorou village in Imphal East 
district on Thursday.

The four persons accused of drugging passengers seen here in the custody of the RPF in Kamakhya Railway 
Station on August 11.

Members of the Indian delegation presenting gifts to their Chinese counterparts during the ‘border 
personnel meet’ at Kepang La in Siyang valley of Arunachal Pradesh on August 15.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Collision followed by a rebound
6. Inlets of water
10. Narrow strip of wood
14. Small oval hard-stoned fruit
15. US writer James ____
16. Unconvincing or feeble
17. Stiffened with whalebone
18. Stiff hair or bristle
19. Arabian sultanate
20. Smears
22. Turn to ice
24. Complain strongly
25. French for “Falsetto”
26. Sperm fluids
29. Not quite hot
30. Operatic solo
31. Launch sites
37. Smidgen
39. Lyric poem in exalted style
40. Spoon-shaped object
41. 6 babies
44. Persian gazelle
45. Author of “Wide Sargasso Sea” 

Jean ____ (1894-1979)
46. Makes delighted
48. Dilapidated dwelling
52. French for “But”
53. Academic compositions
54. Small window over a door
58. As Soon As Possible
59. Egyptian goddess
61. Left turn (old slang)
62. Protection or concern
63. Religious sisters
64. Prefix meaning “Within”
65. Snake sound
66. Unit of heredity
67. S S S 

DOWN
1. Baseball Hall-of-Famer Ty ____
2. Found in skin lotion
3. Wedding band
4. Respond more forcibly than justified

5. Middle value
6. City in Switzerland
7. Matures
8. Until
9. Travel by sea
10. Fruits of the blackthorn 

bush
11. Disables
12. Astound 
13. Belief
21. Fail to hit or achieve
23. Buttocks
25. Aspect

26. Drains or weakens
27. Great Lake
28. Sly girl
29. Walks through water
32. Benign growth
33. Special events
34. Source
35. Ripped
36. Resorts
38. Hasten 
42. Carrying out in stages
43. Actor ____ Penn
47. 19th century British actress 

______ Langtry
48. Get or attain
49. Very (musical term)
50. Emperors
51. Records
52. Billiards trick shot
54. Citizen of Finland
55. Determination or 

fearlessness
56. Employ
57. Earl Grey and orange 

pekoe
60. Litigate

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1750
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ogy based enterprise is 
one of the best options for 
the socio-economic devel-
opment of the Northeast 
region as establishment 
of heavy industries would 
damage the environment.

While highlighting ac-
tivities of the institute in 
transforming the existing 
bio-resources park from its 
previous conditions, Prof. 
Sahoo said the park locat-
ed at the foothill fields of 
Haraorou village measur-
ing around 40 acres could 
be a hub for orchids in the 
near future considering 
the requirement of the 
population.

The idea of developing 
mass cultivation of orchids 
was necessitated when 
people started to use im-
ported plastic orchids for 
the social gatherings etc, 
he said.

Prof. Sahoo also in-
vited the people from all 
over the country to visit 
the national bio-resources 
park, where state-of-the-
art facilities have been 
installed including com-
mercial orchid produc-
tion facility, aromatic plant 
cultivation as well as a 50 
bedded farmers’ hostel. 

He felt that these initia-
tives were launched in line 
with the national mission 
to double farmers’ income 
by 2022 and to showcase 
a model of sustainable 
development, which could 
be replicated in other parts 
of the country.

4 village in Dhubri district, 
and Foyjal Haque (30), 
son of Suboruddin of 19 
Jharnarchar Part- 4 village 
in Dhubri district were 
also arrested from train 
No. 15418 (Rajya Rani Ex-
press), who were planning 
to drug passengers.

The release also stated 
that about 99 numbers 
Ativan tablets (2 mg each) 
were recovered from them. 
It added that the four ar-
rested persons were hand-
ed over to In-charge of 
GRP/Kamakhya on August 
12. In a separate incident 
on August 11, RPF team 
recovered 10 kgs of Ganja 
from Agartala – Habibganj 
Express.

In this connection, 
one person namely Sumit 
Yadav (23), son of Vinod 
Yadav of Yadav Tola vil-
lage in Katihar district 
(Bihar) was arrested. On 
checking the bag, 10 kgs 
of Ganja containing two 
packets (5 kgs each) were 
recovered. The recovered 
Ganja was seized by OC of 
GRPS, Badarpur, and took 
the person under custody. 
Value to the recovered 
contraband goods was 
estimated INR 50,000 ap-
proximately.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 16th August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-338/18   Notice is hereby given that Smti Naomi 
Zeliang -Vrs- Smti Viyili  resident of United North Block A Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 16.9.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Smti Naomi Zeliang
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 931
Dag No: 26|1084, Area: 00B-01K-06 Ls
North: Dibo Gongmai, South: Sato Kuchu, 
East: Manem Ao, West: Hainkieng

NOTICE

D-5873

2 Months Free Training!!
CERTIFICATION COURSE IN BEAUTY & SPA

Free Hostel, Food & Travel
Qualification – NO BAR; Age– 18+ 

as Healers
Bliss Hospitalities Pvt. Ltd., (SPA.ce the Spa)

100% Job Guarantee

Counselling & Registration on 23rd, 24th & 25th August 
in Dimapur; 27th & 28th in Kohima

For details Call or WhatsApp +91 8618473834
Training Location: Ooty, Tamil Nadu

K-
18

27

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, 

MIZORAM, ARUNACHAL PRADESH)
KOHIMA BENCH

MAC APPEAL No.4 (K) OF 2018
THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. Ltd

………. Appellant
-Vrs-

1. Shri. C.K. Shikahoto khulu
S/o Shri Chekiye
R/o New Colony, Zunheboto
District Zunheboto, Nagaland.
Police Station-Zunheboto
District-Zunheboto, Nagaland
(Owner of vehicle B/R No.NL-06-A-4023)

2. Shri. Jengki Singha
S/o Ranabhir Singha
Permanent resident of Jilubigiper Village,
P/S-Kailasour
District-Kailasour, Tripura and 
Present resident of
Zunheboto Town,
Police Station, Nagaland
(Driver of vehicle B/R No. NL-06-A-4023)

…………Respondents

NOTICE
Please take notice that the above referred case has been 

filled by the appeliant (The New India Assurance Co. Ltd), 
wherein you have been implead as party respondents No. 3&4.

You are therefore directed to appear before this court on 
21.08.18 in person or by pleader duly instructed to answer all 
material questions relating to the case.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the case will be heard and determined in your 
absence.

Signed and sealed by order of this Court on this the 31st 
day of July, 2018

Deputy Register (Judicial)
Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench,

Kohima, NagalandDG-766

DECLARATION 
I, Smt. WIRIANGSUILIU, D/o. Hucham, R/o House No.83, Jalukie Town B, Sector-II, 
Village Jalukie B, TEH-Jalukie, District Peren: Nagaland do hereby solemnly declare 
as follows 
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the above mentioned address. 
2. That my actual name is WIRIANGSUILIU as entered in my Aadhaar Card bearing 

No.822083757679 and PAN Card bearing No.ACCPW2411K. 
3. That my name has been entered/recorded as P WIRIANGSUILIU ZELAING in my 

Indian Passport bearing No.G9549554.  
4. That my Father’s actual name is HUCHAM as entered/recorded in my PAN Card 

bearing No.ACCPW2411K. 
5. That my Father’s name has been entered/recorded as P HUCHAMANG ZELIANG in 

my Indian Passport bearing No.G9549554. 
6. That the name WIRIANGSUILIU, P WIRIANGSUILIU ZELAING, HUCHAM, 

P HUCHAMANG ZELIANG refers to same and one person and henceforth, I 
shall use my name WIRIANGSUILIU and HUCHAM in all my future and official 
correspondences. 

7. That this affidavit is made to aver the above made statements. 
VERIFICATION

I, hereby verify that the statements made in para 1 to 7 are true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and that nothing material is concealed therein.

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me

Sonile Seb
Notary Public D-5874

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. BINA THAPA W/o LT. PRITAM THAPA, Jugali, P.W.D (H) N.C.C.D Kohima 
Nagaland resident of Officer’s Hill Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, G.P.F.,GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & 
other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20061857034 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. 
LIC Policy No.09012020404 SBI Life Swadhan. Who expired on 15.07.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 9TH Aug, 2018

KG-2742

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. ROKOSIENO THOU W/o LT. NEIPHREZOTUO ZENYÜ-U resident 
of Keruphema Basa Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late husband-.  Bank A/C No.08990100007337 U.C.O Bank, Kohima Branch, 
SBI Dimapur Evening Branch, A/C No.35810123206 & U.C.O Bank K.Y.D Scheme A/C 
No.08990310066386. Who expired on 14.03.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V               Dated Kohima, the 3RD Aug, 2018

 KG-2743

All Industrial units registered under North East Industrial 
& Investment Promotion Policy (NEIIPP), 2007 are hereby 
informed that, if any claims of Central Capital Investment 
Subsidy (CCIS), Central Interest Subsidy (CIS), Transport 
Subsidy Scheme (TSS), Freight Subsidy Scheme (FSS) 
pending for submission to the department are hereby 
requested to submit the claims along with all relevant 
papers to the concerned District Industries Centre (DIC) on 
or before 24th August, 2018. No claims will be accepted after 
the stipulated date.

Sd/-
(Er. S. Temsulong Jamir)

Director of Industries & Commerce

ADVERTISEMENT

KG-2739
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NIELIT KOHIMA
Ministry of Electronics & IT, Govt. of India 

Meriema, New High Court Road, Kohima 
Email:kohima@nielit.gov.in 

Website:www.nielit.gov.in/kohima 
Ref.NIELIT/KMA/01/22/04-ADMN                         Dated: 17thAug 2018 

ADMISSION NOTICE 

Sl Courses Duration Eligibility Criteria 
1 DCAN(Diploma in Computer Application & Networking) 6 months 10+ Knowledge of English
2 CCC (Course on Computer Concepts) 2 months Knowledge of English
3 Audio & Video Editing (Sound Forge, Audition, Premiere) 2 months 10+2 (any stream)

4 Graphics Designing (Photoshop, CorelDraw, Illustrator, 
InDesign) 2 months 10+2 (any stream)

5 Information Security & Cyber Law (Windows 
Security, Network Security, Web Security etc.) 2 months 10+2 with Knowledge 

of Computer
6 ITE & SS (IT, English & Soft Skills) 2 months 10+2 (any stream)
7 PCAM (PC Assembling & Maintenance) 2 months 10 passed
8 Mobile Handset Repairing & Maintenance 2 months 10 passed
 

* Free Admission & Tuition fees for ST/SC candidate sponsored by Ministry of 
Electronics & IT, Govt. of India.  General candidate’s fees are chargeable.  

 Last date of form submission : 31st Aug 2018 
 Orientation Programme : 1st Sep 2018 (10:30 am) 
 Commencement of classes : 4th Sep 2018 

 

Application forms & prospectus can be collected from admin section or can be 
downloaded from our website. 

For further details, contact: 9436215243 
Follow us on https://www.facebook.com/KHM.NIELIT
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Tuensang business community interacts with MCCI 

No threat to vandalise any institution was made — ANCSU DTF conducts free medical 
camp at Longleng and Tamlu

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
A 9-member delegation of 
the Tuensang Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(TCCI) led by its president 
L. Dorothy visited Mokok-
chung today and held a 
marathon interactive ses-
sion with the Mokokchung 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (MCCI) at Ho-
tel Whispering Winds. 

A press release issued 
by the MCCI General Sec-
retary, Limalenden Long-
kumer informed that the 
TCCI leadership, during 
the course of the meeting 
shared some of the major 
problems and issues faced 
by the business commu-
nity in Tuensang, including 
‘taxation’ by eight factions.

It informed that the 
TCCI also inquired about 

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANC-
SU) has denied allega-
tions that it had issued 
threats to ‘vandalise’ 
private or government 
buildings should the au-
thorities fail to resolve 
issues as being demand-
ed by the students. The 
Jotsoma Village Council 
had issued a statement 
on Aug. 15 to the news-
papers, seeking a clarifi-
cation from the college 
organisation for the re-
ported threat. 

The ANCSU issued 
a response on Thursday 
expressing shock at what 
it stated was an ultima-
tum to its president by 
the council. The union 
has been demanding 
from the Nagaland gov-
ernment early resolution 
of issues concerning land 
encroachment at Kohima 
Science College Jotsoma 
and other institutions 
across the state; and 
scholarship. 

“The ANCSU openly 
reiterates that the issue in 
no matter should be per-
sonalized  and therefore 
the union  is constraint to 
put on record a clarifica-
tion to the JVC that the 
union in no occasion or 
statement has asked for 

vandalizing of any private 
or government build-
ings,” the group stated. 
In fact, the press release 
read, the ANCSU had 
asked the government to 
take action against three 
government institutions 
‘as an example’ of evict-
ing land-encroaching 
individuals/parties af-
ter proper survey; if the 
institutions cannot be 
evicted then the govern-
ment should “acquire 
more land to Kohima Sci-
ence College” with the 
condition that the exist-
ing government institu-
tions should not occupy 
more land of the college. 

The union stated sur-
prise about what may 
have “conspired in the 
chief minister’s office 
(CMO) to spread untold 
comments of the ANCSU 
to those not present in 
the meeting.” 

The union “flatly re-
jects the claim that it has 
demanded to shift Kohi-
ma Science College out of 
Jotsoma village jurisdic-
tion,” the ANCSU stated. 

Instead, according to 
the ANCSU, it was on the 
day of the meeting with 
the chief minister that 
a government official 
‘openly challenged the 
union to go and remove 

the three government in-
stitution instead, which 
is totally uncalled for.’

Due to ‘such unwel-
coming circumstances,’ 
the union lamented, the 
meeting was inconclu-
sive. ‘The ANCSU being a 
intellect (sic) union in no 
manner neither had nor 
will take any steps that 
will insult any individual 
or group,’ the press re-
lease stated. 

The union stated an-
other clarification: Dur-
ing the meeting at the 
CMO, the union had only 
mentioned that should 
the government be un-
able to settle the issue 
‘then it may be shifted to 
place where Kohima Sci-
ence College will grow 
and become a university 
soon.’

“However, the state-
ment is off the record and 
could only be taken as a 
debating means to pres-
sure the government. The 
president ANCSU there-
fore stands clarified and 
that the Jotsoma Village 
Council may understand 
the delay tactic played by 
the state government,” 
the union added. 
Union notes officer’s 
threat 

The union issued an-
other statement noting 

what it called a comment 
of a government officer, 
“who did not wish to be 
named,” and whose com-
ment was published on 
Thursday, August 16. The 
ANCSU termed the offic-
er’s statement ‘immature’ 
and ‘irresponsible’. 

“Reacting to student’s 
movement in such man-
ner is uncalled for and 
is unexpected from a re-
sponsible government 
officer. The ANCSU also 
terms the meeting with 
honourable chief minis-
ter on 14th August as ‘in-
conclusive’ because there 
is no written assurance or 
record from the govern-
ment. The ANCSU shall 
not accept/acknowledge 
mere verbal assurances, 
which is an old school 
tactics of delaying,” the 
union stated. 

The union expressed 
dismay that the officer 
would even threaten the 
students with how ‘they 
would come under police 
registry, which become a 
blotch in their records.’ 
Calling it a mockery and 
uncalled for, the union 
expressed shock that the 
students’ community 
was being threatened not 
to allow protests for is-
sues confronting the stu-
dents’ community. 

“The concerned (sic) 
openly challenged the 
integrity of the office of 
the ANCSU. The state-
ment from the irrespon-
sible government official 
who is behind the curtain 
intends to plot and cre-
ate doubts in the minds 
of the general public,” it 
stated. 

The union accused 
the government of failing 
to address the ‘chronic 
land issue of Kohima Sci-
ence College’ for many 
years. “The issue has 
been neglected by the 
successive state govern-
ment over the years. The 
ANCSU is anguished to 
ascertain the delay in the 
part of the state govern-
ment for not being seri-
ous enough in bringing 
out a proper land survey 
report till date.”

“The student’s com-
munity has every right 
to protest/confront the 
state government in its 
own democratic means 
to fulfil its genuine de-
mands,” the ANCSU re-
minded. “The state gov-
ernment shall be held 
responsible for any kind 
of untoward situations 
that may cause damage 
or harm to any students 
concerned.”

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
In connection with the 
Independence Day cel-
ebration, the District 
Task Force, Beti Bachao 
Bati Padhao (BBBP) con-
ducted a one day free 
medical camp exclusively 
for women and girl child 
at Mt. Carmel School in 
Longleng and at local 
ground in Tamlu Sub-Di-
vision.

According to the DIPR, 
998 patients were regis-
tered in Longleng and free 
medical facilities were 
provided. Ultra sound 
tests were conducted 
to 30 pregnant women. 
Meanwhile in Tamlu, 161 
female patients availed 

the facilities provided by 
the camp.

The activities during 
the medical camp were 
baby show (0-6 months); 
vaccination drive; aware-
ness and sensitization on 
Sukhunya Samriddhi Ac-
count Yojana (Hindi for 
‘girl child prosperity ac-
count’); display of movies 
and videos on BBBP; dis-
tribution of information, 
education, and commu-
nication materials; and 
free medical check-up.

The medical team 
was led by Longleng chief 
medical officer Dr. Kongy-
an Phom and medical su-
perintendent of Longleng 
district hospital Dr. To-

shirenla.  In Tamlu, the 
medical camp was con-
ducted under Dr. Baun-
gan and Dr. James Prima-
ry Healthcare, Tamlu.

The minister for 
Health and Public Health 
Engineering department, 
Jacob Zhimomi, inaugu-
rated the medical camp at 
Longleng. He also inspect-
ed the camp and interact-
ed with the doctors, nurs-
es, and other health works 
during his visit. The medi-
cal camps were conducted 
under the supervision of 
the district administration 
of Longleng led by chair-
man of District Task Force, 
John Tsulise Sangtam, the 
DIPR informed.

STATE

Jacob Zhimomi inaugurating the medical camp in Longleng.

Tizit students demand 
construction of school building

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
The Tizit Area Students’ 
Union appealed to the 
department of School 
Education and submit-
ted a memorandum to 
its advisor, KT Sukhalu, 
for the construction of 
higher secondary school 
building.

According to a DIPR 
report, the demand was 
made when the advisor 
conducted a visit at Gov-

ernment Higher Sec-
ondary School (GHSS) at  
Tizit on Aug. 15.

Sukhalu was accom-
panied by the additional 
director and deputy di-
rector of School Educa-
tion and the sub-divi-
sional education officer 
of  Tizit.

The Tizit Area Stu-
dents’ Union appraised 
the advisor about the 
condition of the lone 

GHSS in Tizit which was 
constructed in 1981. It 
was upgraded to higher 
secondary in 2011.

Sukhalu assured to 
look into the matter and 
do the required work at 
the earliest. 

He lauded the school 
for the good results that 
it has produced and fur-
ther encouraged them to 
do better, the DIPR in-
formed. 

KT Sukhalu inspecting the government higher secondary school in Tizit

the working system of 
MCCI, its functions and 
duties and its relationship 
with Assam counterparts. 
MCCI members present 
in the meeting also shared 
their ideas and experiences 
with the visitors from Tuen-
sang.

Price regulation of es-
sential commodities, ‘mo-
nopoly business’, system of 
issuing of trade permits by 
the competent authorities 
in the two districts and im-
portance of building strong 
relationship between the 
two chambers were some 

of the other topics dis-
cussed in the meeting.

The meeting also 
mulled the formation of 
an inter-district chamber 
of commerce and, industry 
comprising of the districts 
of Mokokchung, Tuensang 
and other districts whose 

major chunk of trade and 
business is linked to upper 
Assam. Further, MCCI as-
sured its support to TCCI 
in all ways possible and 
conveyed its goodwill and 
best wishes to the new and 
revamped TCCI .
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Loose Cannon or 
Correctly Aimed

J
ust when everyone was relieved that there was some 
sort of thaw in the relations between the All Nagaland 
College Students Union (ANCSU) and the govern-
ment after a recent meeting with the chief minister, 

another bombshell hit the headlines. The latest issue per-
tains to alleged threat from the leaders of the students’ 
union that they would resort to vandalism in case the gov-
ernment does not settle the issue of land encroachment in 
government colleges, especially Kohima Science College 
at Jotsoma. The alleged threat was made known earlier 
too which was stated to have been repeated at the meet-
ing with the chief minister. The demands of the students’ 
community are genuine and it is the duty of the present 
government to look into it. However, untoward utterances 
and intimidation are unbecoming of the student leaders 
and it needs to be checked immediately. 

It has now also become quite suspicious whether all 
the demands, although genuine, are backed by some hid-
den hands. A government official rightly said that the stu-
dents cannot be led by rogue leaders and that the citizens 
and the state should not be held to ransom for a demand 
that was already in the process of being addressed. It was 
in the month of May 2018 that the same organisation gave 
a threat that about 1 lakh college students would abstain 
from voting during the Lok Sabha by-election if its de-
mands were not met.  No law would be broken if such an 
action were a voluntary abstention by an individual. How-
ever, if it is an action forced by an organisation, then such 
organisations need to be blacklisted and banned because 
it would be against the law and the democratic norms of 
the country. Although the present government had hardly 
completed two months at that time, it was able to diffuse 
the situation.  

Even in the recent case, the union had warned in a 
press release on Aug. 11 that “any college students defying 
the call of ANCSU shall be dealt seriously as the volunteers 
will be vigilantly monitoring the institutions.” The audac-
ity of the organisation and its leaders has reached beyond 
limit. The young minds are being led astray and it is not a 
healthy situation. 

It is agreed that in Nagaland, with its long history of 
the Naga political issue, the brand of civil society in the 
local context is different from other places in the country. 
Some are political in nature but apolitical when comes to 
electoral politics of the state and the country. Some were 
needed to act as the voice of the people although a popu-
lar government had always been present since statehood. 
The evolution of many of the organisations that originated 
from the villages and the tribes is a case in point. However, 
it is time that such organisations with political motives are 
not made to function at centres of learning. 

It is time now that parents must ponder whether a 
union is needed in our society at present. Why cannot it 
be just an association of colleges with learning as its main 
objective, and not political?  Every college in Nagaland has 
a student’s council through which students get oppor-
tunities to hone their leadership skills and to experience 
community welfare. It also acts as a body that speaks out 
the concerns of students. This right is actually given by the 
college authority to students. The problem in the country 
and in Nagaland is that students under the leadership of 
vested interests at times try to eclipse the very authority 
that empowered them.  It is to ask whether a union is re-
quired for their college-going children. What are its ben-
efits? What good does it do to the college students by being 
associated with an organisation that preaches violence?

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Tarun Basu  | IANS

‘Who’s Going to Listen to the Voice of Sanity?’ 

Iron Deficiency in Piglets and Its Preventive Measures

Controversy: Naga Headgear Or Modigear?

I
t was the summer of 1996. The Congress govern-
ment of Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao had 
lost the general election and, for the first time, 
there was an opportunity for the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP), headed by the moderate and well-liked 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, to take power.

He lacked parliamentary majority but neverthe-
less made the bid to form a government and become 
Prime Minister -- an ambition that he had long nur-
tured but which seemed elusive despite being in pub-
lic life as a popular leader for long.

The moment it became clear that Vajpayee would 
be the man to lead the next government in India, I 
made a beeline to his house at 5 Raisina Road which 
was almost a stone’s throw from the Press Club of 
India. Vajpayee was a people’s man and security was 
light around him those days. I and a colleague, May-
ank Chhaya, opened the gates of his bungalow and 
walked in to his secretary’s office. I asked his aides if 
he was busy. One of them pointed outside the window. 

There, standing all by himself, in an inconspicu-
ous corner of the bungalow, seemingly staring into 
space, was the man of the moment -- in his trademark 
starched white dhoti and collarless kurta -- who would 
be the Prime Minister of India in a few days.

We congratulated him. He smiled and ushered us 
in. Vajpayee had often wondered aloud whether he 
would forever remain prime minister-in-waiting as 
the BJP, with its hardline Hindu nationalist ideology, 
was not a popular favourite of the country then. 

But Vajpayee, with his affable personality, rivet-
ing oratory, an image of moderation and with friends 
across parties was one name that was being talked 
about as an acceptable alternative for those who were 
getting increasingly disillusioned with the corruption-
tainted Congress.

Vajpayee, then 71, and the BJP, did form the gov-
ernment, but it lasted only 13 days in his first stint at 
governance. He never had the numbers and made his 
resignation announcement almost offhandedly after 
two days of divisive debate on a confidence motion. 
The motion was never put to vote as its result was fore-
gone.

Even the BJP’s opponents then paid tribute to the 
party for not attempting any horse-trading. The vol-
untary resignation improved the BJP’s, and Vajpayee’s, 
stock among the people and the party returned to 
power in 1998 for a longer term of 13 months, but with 
some non-BJP support, its first shot at forming a coali-
tion government with parties whose ideologies were 
not necessarily aligned with the BJP’s.

“If you want to form a government leaving us out, I 
don’t see any signs of its stability,” Vajpayee told Parlia-
ment presciently. “The birth is difficult, and after the 
birth, survival is difficult. For everything, you have to 
run to the Congress.”

But in the short 13-month term of the second Vaj-
payee government, he made his mark by making India 

a declared nuclear weapon power, authorising a series 
of five nuclear tests in the Pokhran desert of Rajasthan, 
a shock event that was followed by tit-for-tat tests by 
Pakistan.

Vajpayee’s best years were no doubt his third gov-
ernment of 1999-2004, when he formed the first Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) coalition, carrying 
parties with disparate ideologies along under the um-
brella of a progressive, market-oriented, pro-US, po-
litically moderate agenda that the party hardliners did 
not like but which made its mark internationally and 
raised India’s stock in the global order.

I made several trips with Vajpayee, as part of his 
media delegation, from the Caribbean to China, from 
the US to Pakistan, and he always found time to meet 
leading editors in his cabin on board Air India One and 
get feedback on his trip and on his policies.

But the most unforgettable experience with Vaj-
payee would be, no doubt, in the winter of 1992, a few 
days after the apocalyptic Babri Masjid demolition by 
Hindu zealots in Ayodhya.

Sitting in an inner room of his Raisina Road resi-
dence, a visibly anguished Vajpayee, in one of his life’s 
most candid interviews, called the Ayodhya action as 
the “worst miscalculation” and a “misadventure” and 
conceded that voices of moderation were overruled by 
hardliners.

Vajpayee admitted -- much against the claims of 
his own party -- that the BJP had failed to honour “sol-
emn assurances” to the Supreme Court, Parliament 

and Prime Minister Narasimha Rao that the mosque 
would not be touched during the December 6 “kar 
seva” by Hindu activists. 

“Moderates have no place,” he lamented to IANS, 
adding with a resigned air, “Who’s going to listen to the 
voice of sanity?” However, he ruled out quitting the 
party, saying he had a lifelong association with it and 
“when the ship is facing a storm, you don’t desert”. 

Asked how, despite having been projected as a 
prime ministerial candidate as far back then, he had 
chosen to compromise on his convictions, Vajpayee 
replied, “I have waited too long (to be Prime Minis-
ter).”

Many of his party people, and even journalists, 
had decried the headline-grabbing interview and had 
even slyly suggested that it may have been contrived. 
But Vajpayee kept a dignified silence on the issue and, 
when I confronted him at the party’s National Execu-
tive meet in Kolkata some weeks later about what peo-
ple were saying, he cryptically shot back: “Have I said 
anything?”

That said it all.
Vajpayee was a man of values, who decried the di-

visive ideology of sections of his partymen; he had a 
vision for the country and sought its rightful place in 
the comity of nations; but he remained till the end -- 
as his opponents often taunted -- the right man in the 
wrong party for India.

(Tarun Basu can be contacted at  
tarun.basu@spsindia.in)

A 
piglet is usually born with limited supplies 
of iron which can sustain them for about 3-4 
days only. Further, inadequate supply of iron 
from sow milk as well as rapid growth of piglet 

in comparison to other animals leads to iron deficien-
cy in piglets. Therefore for their survival it is essential 
iron supplement is provided either orally,through in-
jection, in the diet of the sow or by external swabbing 
on sow udder. Iron deficiency in piglet is also termed 
as Piglet anemia.
Some Common Iron Deficiency Symptoms in Piglets:

1. Roughness of body hair coat
2. Palecolour of mucous membranes 

 due to anaemia
3. Skin becomes wrinkled
4. Drooping of head and ears
5. Loss of appetite and reduce body weight
6. Labored breathing
7. Subcutaneous edema in the neck, 
 shoulder and limb
8. Diarrhoea

Steps for Prevention and Control of 
Iron Deficiency inPiglets:

1. Provide the sow with well balance nutritious diet 
and Iron supplement specially during late stage 
of pregnancy and during lactation period

2. Iron supplement to be injected to the piglet 
shortly after birth

3. Provide clean dry soil to the piglet frequently
4. Swabbing iron solution to the sow udder daily 

during lactation period
5. Deworming of the sow and the piglet at regular 

intervals
But if the piglet becomes very weak, off-feed and 

emaciated then the owner should immediately con-
sult a Veterinarian or visit the nearest Veterinary 
Health Centre for further treatment.

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

I
t does not surprise me when the 
honorable Prime Minister of India, 
Mr. Modi wear Naga headgear. He 
is the political head of the country. 

The head can wear any hat. But it sur-
prised me more as to why Nagas treat 
their own traditional attires so casu-
ally that it can be given to any person 
anyhow in any place. The recent con-
troversy that arose with the remark of 
Mr. ShashiTharoor must find its root 
cause in Nagaland. The Nagas are kind 
enough to present all their traditional 
items to outsiders. The constant giver 
must equally bear the responsibility.

Is it necessary to give Naga headgear 
or other traditional attires to political 
leaders (Non-Nagas) all the time?Is it 
obligatory to transport Naga’s tradition-
al attires to outsiders (outside the State) 
to appease different political gods? The 
amount of Headgears, Spears, Shawls, 
etc. that most Naga politicians and 
leaders take along with them to Delhi 
are good enough to prove the worth 
of our identity. They are not wrong in 
themselves. But we need not make it a 
habit. Adding to this bundle, the long 
and numerous Naga political talks are 
often accompanied with Naga head-
gears, Shawls and other traditional at-
tires. Ask the central ministers as to how 
many Naga traditional items they have 
received so far. This will tell the worth of 
our culture and identity. The fruit of our 
foolish actions is almost ripening. The 
one who sows should be courageous 
enough to face even bad harvest.

Who brings about desecration of 
our sacred attires? We have become 
the first cause with the latter bringing 
greater disaster upon it. We need not 
blame others for the wrong usage or 
silly remarks if we cannot keep sacred 
what belongs to us. What is sacred can 
lose its value due of its casual usage and 
unceasing presentation as gifts. Most 

traditional items are more commercial 
than sacred. This has brought about 
certaindegree of profanity to our cul-
turing and traditional setting. 

The Nagas strongly assert that our 
tradition and customs are our identity. 
We believe that traditional attires are 
the marks of our identity. Great occa-
sions like Students’ conferences and 
religious conventions held across the 
State are marked by the beautiful color-
ed traditional attires. The beauty of Na-
gas is not only physical appearance; it 
also residesin the traditional dresses.

Non-Nagas can either appreciate or 
despise our traditional attires. Mr. Modi 
may have the highest appreciation for 
it. There were days when traditional at-
tires and ornaments were taken cared 
of sacredly. Lots of ‘taboos’ were laid 
upon to preserve its sanctity. Women 
were asked not to touch certain orna-
ments worn by men. Young boys were 
refrained from wearing certain attires 
reserved for elders. Such sacredness 
kept the community alive. We take 
pride in wearing what should be worn. 
And we bring condemnation by wear-
ing what should not be worn.

Most Christians think that tradi-
tional practices or attires are animistic 
or paganistic in nature. To be Christian 
does not mean that traditional sacred-
ness should be outdone. We can find 
Christian God even in our traditional 
practices. Our God does not reside 
only in the traditional practices of the 
Israelites.He is fully in our Naga cul-
ture. He does not take pleasure only in 
foreign dress, He is found in the sacred 
traditional attires of the Nagas. God is 
present in Nagaland as well.

The Naga headgear on the head 
of the honorable Prime Minister, Mr. 
Modimay look awesome or hilarious. It 
depends on the onlookers. Beauty de-
pends on the beholder. It may be out-

landish and hilarious for Mr. ShashiTh-
aroor. The same can be magnificent for 
others. What if the Chief Minister of Na-
galand appears on the stage with dhoti 
and turban? Will it be glorious? It may 
be awful to many Nagas. The same was 
with those who saw Mr. Modi in Naga 
Headgear. Today, some Nagas con-
demn the remark of Mr. ShashiTharoor 
not because they truly love their tradi-
tion and culture but because of political 
affiliation. And this is ‘more outlandish 
and hilarious’ than the remark itself.

Did Mr. Modi become a Naga at 
an instant by wearing Naga headgear? 
Even if he wants to become a Naga, I am 
sure no Naga tribe will take him because 
Nagas are very strict with illegal immi-
gration and ILP. Can Mr. Modi wear 
Naga headgear as per the Naga cus-
toms? Article 371a (i and ii) which speak 
about religious or social practices, and 
Naga customary law and procedure re-
spectively may have better implication. 
Implications speak better than explana-
tion. Those Nagas who strongly assert 
the rights and privileges contained in 
Article 371a should know who Nagas are 
rather than interpreting them fancifully 
from time to time. We cannot please 
people all the time in all the places. Na-
gas are too kind and generous. But gen-
erosity can diminish our true identity 
and kindness can turn us to slaves.

Recollect the great battle of ULB 
election in Nagaland. It was so bitter 
because some Nagas want to be more 
Nagas than the rest of the Nagas. They 
want to preserve Nagas’ culture and tra-
dition at the cost of others life (not their 
own life). Most people strongly object 
the interference of central Govern-
ment in the traditional practices and 
customs of the Nagas. Yes, we must pre-
serve our cultural heritage. But when it 
came to the issue of Naga headgear on 
the head of Mr. Modi, the protectors of 

Naga customs and traditions became 
speechless. They found it difficult to say 
anything against Mr. Modi for whoever 
is not with him is against him. We even 
interpret our rights and privileges with 
numerous colours.

Many wolvesput on sheep’s cloth-
ing to survive under the mercy of the 
central Government. The same wolves 
will change their cloths when another 
party take over the central government. 
We change from time to time because 
we believe in ‘Change.’ For Nagas, the 
statement of ‘Change’ is really chang-
ing. “Change was coming, change is 
coming, and change will be coming till 
the end of the world.” This is why Naga 
headgear can be worn by a Non-Naga. 
This is the change which is not wrong 
by itself. In the course of years, it will 
be worn by masons and carpenters to 
protect themselves from heat and rain.
Vegetable vendors will wear the same 
for safety because there are less market-
ing sheds. Only then Nagas will realize 
that Mr. Modi gave the best example for 
all Indians. The sheep has the right to 
follow the Shepherd. 

Some Nagas suddenly became cul-
turally sensitive overnight. It is so en-
couraging to see protestors demand-
ing apology from Mr. ShashiTharoor. If 
Nagas could truly continue this sense 
of protecting their customs and tradi-
tions, I believe Nagaland will become 
truly a ‘Heritage State.’ All the same, let 
us not pretend to be the sole protector 
of our rich culture. We need to be true to 
our culture and tradition before prov-
ing our worth in front of others.

(The article is a collection of opinions 
and comments from the social media 

– The Naga Blog with regard to the 
controversy of Naga headgear. The 

Author thank all those who contributed 
ideas and actions)
Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

God is waiting for us to turn to Him so He 
can reach out and help.

Sometimes life gets busy—classes are hard, work is 
exhausting, the bathroom needs to be cleaned, and 
a coffee date is on the day’s schedule. It gets to the 
point where I force myself to read the Bible for a 

few minutes a day and tell myself I’ll spend more time with 
God next week. But it doesn’t take long before I’m distracted, 
drowning in the day’s tasks, and forget to ask God for help 
of any kind.

When Peter was walking on water toward Jesus, he 
quickly became distracted by the wind and waves. Like me, 
he began to sink (Matthew 14:29–30). But as soon as Pe-
ter cried out, “immediately Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him” (vv. 30–31).

I often feel as if I have to make it up to God after being 
so busy and distracted that I lose sight of Him. But that’s not 
how God works. As soon as we turn to Him for help, Jesus 
reaches out without hesitation.

When we’re unsettled by the chaos of life, it’s easy to for-
get that God is standing in the middle of the storm with us. 
Jesus asked Peter, “Why did you doubt?” (v. 31). No matter 
what we’re going through, He is there. He is here. Next to 
us at that moment, in this moment, ready to reach out and 
rescue us.

Lord, help me to turn to You in the midst of my busyness 
and life’s distractions. Thank You for always being here, 

ready to catch me.

DAILY
PATH

Jesus Reached Out

BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 14:22–33  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Immediately Jesus reached out his  
hand and caught him.            
~  Matthew 14:31
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The influence of 
the planetary aspects will bring an end to 
any lethargy you’ve been feeling, Aries. It’s an 
excellent day to head outside and do some-

thing active. Gardening or landscaping can make great 
use of your energy and creativity. Fresh air and physi-
cal exertion will benefit your health. Even if you have to 
work today, there’s always the evening to enjoy.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Take charge of 
your health today, Taurus. You’ll likely wake 
up feeling energetic. Take advantage of the 
energy boost from the planetary movements 

to actively do things that maintain your sense of well-
being. Consider emotional and spiritual aspects of your 
health. Sit outside in the fresh air. Take a walk, do some 
gardening, engage in something creative and physical.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you saw some-
thing in a craft shop or art studio that you’d 
like to buy but can’t afford, consider making 
it, Gemini. Even if you don’t think you’re ar-

tistic, you could surprise yourself if you try. There are 
resources for novice crafters. They can give you the 
needed support and instructions. Don’t dismiss your 
ability. Explore this avenue and see about finding a cre-
ative niche.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s the perfect 
day to head outside, Cancer. You’ll likely be 
feeling positive and energetic, and the fresh 
air, sunshine, and physical activity may be 

long overdue. Even if this is a workday, make the most 
of your breaks and lunch hour by walking. This eve-
ning could be the opportune time to get together with 
friends.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It won’t be surprising 
if you’re frustrated with a close friend or part-
ner who’s far less ambitious than you, Leo. 
The energy in the air can emphasize your 

dynamic ways of reaching goals and achieving success. 
Others who are passive or fearful may be difficult for 
you to understand. Yet people have to do things in ways 
that are best for them. Try to be patient.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): See about using 
your good relationships with friends and 
loved ones to get group activities going today, 
Virgo. You’re probably feeling great, and the 

idea of socializing appeals to you. See about inviting 
people over for supper or cards. If you’re feeling espe-
cially lively, some sports may be just the ticket to get 
you moving. Do whatever it takes to have fun and get 
some fresh air.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If you lack a regu-
lar exercise routine, Libra, today’s a great day 
to remedy that. Exercise doesn’t have to ex-
haust you or hurt. Even activities like walk-

ing or yoga are excellent ways to stay healthy. Play a 
sport that appeals to you and you combine fun with 
exercise. Even dancing is a fantastic means of exercise. 
Find something that works for you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Put your am-
bition into action today, Scorpio. The day’s 
planetary aspects should find you feeling en-
ergetic and positive, so take steps to achieve 

your goals. Nothing will happen if you don’t actively pur-
sue them. The years can pass quickly. You don’t want to 
be sitting in a rocker wondering “what if.” Trust yourself 
and do what it takes. Everything starts with that first step.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Don’t hesi-
tate when it comes to taking on a project or 
making plans today, Sagittarius. Extra energy 
will complement your organizational skills, 

making a perfect combination for handling almost 
anything. Write down your plans and goals to help 
stay focused. Get rid of things you never use. Consider 
donating these items, since there’s probably someone 
who needs them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
should go well for you, Capricorn. Expect to 
feel a renewed energy and fresher perspec-
tive, especially concerning anything work 

related. Make the most of this by finishing projects that 
have been stalled or organizing your desk or closets. 
Feel confident that you can handle any task quickly. 
When everything is taken care of, make plans for a little 
recreation. You deserve it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
may feel very creative and ambitious, Aquar-
ius. You might want to use this energy to work 
on an artistic project, or you may choose to 

channel it into such activities as organizing your home 
or workspace. If you plan for it, there should be plenty 
of time to do both if you have a mind to. Make the most 
of the day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Don’t be surprised if 
you feel super today, Pisces. Chances are good 
that you’ll enjoy renewed physical strength, 
with energy to spare. It might be a good day 

to tackle any projects that require muscle. Perhaps there 
are household repairs that need tackling or furniture to 
move. You might want to go to the gym. Whatever the ac-
tivity, this is a good day to go for it with gusto.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Steven Hales | Aeon

The Unreality of Luck
Optimists believe in good luck, pessimists in bad. But if it’s all a matter of perspective, does luck even exist?

T
sutomu Yamaguchi was 
a technical draughtsman 
for oil tankers when in 
the summer of 1945 his 

employer Mitsubishi Heavy In-
dustries sent him to the Japanese 
city of Hiroshima for a lengthy 
business trip. His visit ended 
abruptly when the B-29 bomber 
Enola Gay dropped the Little Boy 
atomic bomb on 6 August, and 
the equivalent of 15 kilotons of 
TNT exploded less than two miles 
away. Even though Yamaguchi 
was inside the ‘instant death 
zone’, he managed to escape with 
only burns, temporary blind-
ness and ruptured eardrums. He 
headed back home to Nagasaki 
and, despite his injuries, was able 
to report to work on 9 August. 
Yamaguchi’s supervisor couldn’t 
believe his wild story about a sin-
gle bomb that instantly destroyed 
a city and, just as he was telling 
Yamaguchi that his tale was crazy 
talk, the room filled with an un-
earthly, solar-white light as the 
Fat Man bomb detonated over 
Nagasaki. Yamaguchi somehow 
survived that blast too, and lived 
until 2010, when he died at the 
ripe old age of 93. 

Was Yamaguchi lucky or un-
lucky? On the one hand, he was 
a simple businessman who was 
nuclear-bombed twice, which 
sounds about as unlucky as 
someone could possibly be. On 
the other hand, he was a survivor 
of the two deadliest bombs ever 
used in war, and still lived to old 
age, facts that make him seem 
wondrously lucky.

Or consider another wartime 
tale. A rocket-propelled grenade 
(RPG) is a small rocket with a 
charge of explosives. Designed 
as a tank-killer, it can punch a 
two-inch hole through a foot of 
armour, and has become a handy 
and commonplace battlefield 
weapon. In 2006, Private Chan-
ning Moss got to know one in a 
personal way. Moss was on patrol 
with an Alpha Company platoon 
in eastern Afghanistan when their 
convoy started taking fire. One 
enemy RPG exploded a soft-skin 
pickup truck, another shredded 
the protective armour of a Hum-
vee, and a third hit Moss, lodging 
in his abdomen. Although Moss 
was still alive, the unexploded 
grenade inside his body could 
blow at any time. In the view of 
one commentator, ‘Moss was 
either the luckiest or unlucki-
est soldier in the entire US army, 
and no one knew for sure.’ The 
platoon commander called for 
emergency medical pickup, and 
a very nervous Blackhawk heli-
copter flight crew ferried Moss to 
the nearest medical outpost. The 
doctors and an explosive ord-
nance-disposal technician man-
aged to remove the RPG, patch 
up Moss and safely detonate the 
weapon outside the bunker. Sev-
eral surgeries later, he went back 
home to his family.

Individuals such as 
Yamaguchi and Moss show up 
on internet lists of the world’s 
unluckiest people and also of the 
world’s luckiest people; whether 
they are lucky is ambiguous. Pick 
up any newspaper and you’ll find 
similar stories – survivors of terri-
ble plane or automobile crashes, 
or patients with dread diseases 
who live past their predicted ex-
piration date. Invariably they 
are described as hugely lucky. 
That’s puzzling on the face of it; 
you’d think that somebody really 

lucky wouldn’t have got cancer or 
been in a terrible wreck to start 
with. Such cases raise interest-
ing questions about the nature 
of luck. Is it something real or is 
it purely subjective, just a matter 
of how we happen to feel about 
the things that happen? It might 
be that Yamaguchi and Moss are 
neither lucky nor unlucky. Luck 
might not be a genuine quality of 
the world at all.

Luck judgments are a mat-
ter of perspective. What’s going 
on in these cases isn’t a matter 
of exposition. It’s not that if the 
story of Yamaguchi or Moss were 
presented in one way, they’d look 
lucky, and if presented another 
way, they’d look unlucky. Rather, 
there is a clear sense in which 
something happened to them 
that had both a definitely un-
lucky component and a definitely 
lucky one. Overall, though, what 
should we think? Was Moss the 
luckiest or the unluckiest soldier 
in the US army? Was Yamaguchi 
the luckiest or the unluckiest per-
son in the world?

It turns out that there is a 
simple variance in personality 
that determines one’s perspec-
tive on luck. In a forthcoming 
paper for the journal Philosophi-
cal Psychology, the experimental 
psychologist Jennifer Johnson 
and I hypothesise that people 
who tend to be optimists would 
see cases such as Yamaguchi’s 
and Moss’s as instances of good 
luck, and that those who tend to 
be pessimists would see them as 
examples of bad luck. We con-
ducted a study to compare what 
optimists thought about ambigu-
ous cases of luck with what pes-
simists thought about the same 
cases. Study participants were 
first given a well-known psycho-
logical test – the Life Orientation 
Test (Revised) – to determine 
where they fell on the pessimism-
optimism continuum. Then we 
provided them with five real-life 
stories of ambiguous luck, in-
cluding the tales of Yamaguchi 
and of Moss. Finally we asked 
them whether Yamaguchi and 
the others were unlucky, some-
what unlucky, somewhat lucky, 
or lucky. It turned out that there 
was a significant positive correla-
tion between their level of opti-
mism and what luckiness rating 
they gave those scenarios. That 
is, the more optimistic someone 
was, the more likely she was to 
judge people in the example vi-
gnettes as lucky. Likewise, the 
more pessimistic someone was, 
the more likely she was to judge 
the people in the vignettes as 
unlucky. One of the things this 
means is that the more optimistic 
you are, the more you think oth-
ers are lucky. If you are more of 
a pessimist, you’re likelier to see 
others as suffering bad luck.

Pretty much everyone recog-
nised the good part in the sto-
ries of Yamaguchi and of Moss 
– their survival – as being lucky, 
and the bad part – their being 
bombed – as unlucky. Optimists 
and pessimists can clearly agree 
upon what constitutes good 
versus bad luck. However, opti-
mists and pessimists varied in 
their judgments of the severity 
of the bad-luck components. The 
more pessimistic the person, the 
more unlucky she considered 
the bad-luck component. The 
more optimistic the person, the 
less unlucky she considered the 
bad-luck component. In other 
words, if you’re an optimist, you 
just don’t see the cruel or miser-

able parts of life as being all that 
terrible. When Moss had an RPG 
embedded in his abdomen, that 
was unlucky. When he survived 
the whole ordeal, that was lucky. 
However, for optimists, getting 
impaled with an RPG was not all 
that bad, so it made the getting-
impaled-and-surviving event a 
luckier one than the pessimists 
believed. For pessimists, his get-
ting skewered with an RPG was 
so unlucky that it diminished the 
good fortune of his survival.

Brains really dislike bad 
news. Anything presented 
negatively is seen as a risk 

that must be avoided
Personality traits, then, help 

to determine whether one sees 
ambiguous-luck cases as good 
luck or bad luck. That’s one way in 
which the quirks of our psychol-
ogy guide our judgments about 
luck, but it’s not the only one. In 
another study, Johnson and I ex-
plored the effect of framing on 
luck assessments. Framing is one 
of the irrational decision-making 
heuristics of our subconscious 
minds first described in 1981 by 
the psychologists Daniel Kahne-
man and Amos Tversky. Here’s 
one of their examples: 
 • Would you accept a gam-

ble that offers a 10 per cent 
chance to win $95 and a 90 
per cent chance to lose $5?

 •  Would you pay $5 to partici-
pate in a lottery that offers 
a 10 per cent chance to win 
$100 and a 90 per cent chance 
to win nothing?
Far more people are ready to 

say yes to the second question 
than to the first one, despite the 
fact that the two cases are identi-
cal – you have to decide whether 
to accept an uncertain prospect 
that will leave you richer by $95 
or poorer by $5. Furthermore, the 
odds are the same both times. 
Why? Well, the second version 
talks only about winning, never 
about losing anything. Pay $5 
to have a 10 per cent chance at 
winning $100? Sure, that sounds 
good. But accepting a gamble 
with a 90 per cent of losing $5? 
No way.

In another Kahneman and 
Tversky experiment, physicians 
were given statistics about two 
outcomes of two treatments for 
lung cancer: surgery and radia-
tion. In the short term, surgery is 
riskier than radiation, although 
the five-year survival rates are 
better with surgery. Half the par-
ticipants were told about survival 
rates, and the other half got the 
same information in terms of 
mortality rates. Here’s how the 
short-term outcomes of surgery 
were described: 
•  The one-month survival rate 

is 90 per cent.
 •  There is 10 per cent mortality 

in the first month.
Surgery was much more pop-

ular when the outcomes were 
presented in terms of survival (84 
per cent of physicians preferred 
it) than when framed latterly as 
mortality rates (in which case 
50 per cent favoured radiation). 
Here is the exact same scenario, 
evaluated by medical profession-
als, and yet they give very dif-
ferent recommendations based 
solely on the wording. Brains re-
ally dislike bad news. Anything 
presented negatively in terms of 
mortality, loss or death is auto-
matically seen as a risk that must 
be avoided. Conversely, good 

news is always welcomed. Our 
subconscious intuitions are hap-
py to sign on for actions when 
they are sold as winning survival 
and success; it doesn’t matter if 
the positive and negative ver-
sions are extensionally equiva-
lent or not.

To test whether luck attribu-
tions are affected by framing, we 
designed a series of positively 
and negatively framed vignettes. 
While we used hypothetical cas-
es, obviously real-life versions 
occur with some regularity. Here 
are two of them:

The scenarios on the left and 
right are exactly the same; they 
are merely delivered in psycho-
logically different packaging. 
Even though that packaging var-
ies only slightly, when these vi-
gnettes were given to a group of 
test subjects, they reacted very 
differently to the two variants 
as a result. Study participants 
read each vignette and then de-
cided how lucky the subject of 
the story was. For example, in 
the first one, participants were 
provided with the prompt ‘Tara 
Cooper was: unlucky, somewhat 
unlucky, somewhat lucky, lucky. 
Circle one.’ There were similar 
instructions for the winter storm, 
and other examples. The positive 
and negative frames were scram-
bled so that everyone got some of 
each, but no one participant read 
both a positive and a negative 
version of the same case.

The results were striking. 
When Tara Cooper hit five out 
of six numbers in the lottery, 
practically everyone thought 
she was lucky to do so. But when 
she missed one out of six num-
bers in the lottery, that was uni-
versally judged to be bad luck, 
even though, of course, it was the 
identical event. The same pattern 
held for the other vignettes we 
provided. Two ways of describing 
equivalent things produced ex-
tremely different opinions about 
luck. Overall, when events were 

presented positively, participants 
considered the event ‘lucky’ 83 
per cent of the time. The very 
same events when cast nega-
tively were considered ‘lucky’ 
only 29 per cent of the time. The 
statistical p-value was < .001. 
Manipulating the words describ-
ing an event manipulates how 
people react to those events and 
whether they see them as lucky 
or unlucky.

There’s a serious possibility 
that ‘luck’ is no more than 
a subjective point of view 

taken on certain events
If luck is real, a genuine prop-

erty of persons or events, then 
there must be an objective fact 
as to whether Yamaguchi and 
Moss were truly lucky. Sure, the 
optimists say that, taken all in, 
they were lucky, whereas the 
pessimists insist that they were 
unlucky. But which is it? Who is 
right? Likewise, we need a justi-
fiable verdict about Tara Cooper 
and the residents of the winter-
storm town; setting framing 
aside, are they in fact lucky or 
not? This is the point where a 
theory of luck should ride to the 
rescue. When we have perplex-
ing experiences or inconsistent 
perceptions, that’s exactly when 
we want a theoretical explana-
tion to sort everything out and 
set the world aright. A kayak pad-
dle half in the water looks bent, 
and out of the water it does not. 
Parallel train tracks disappearing 
into the distance appear to con-
verge. A decent theory should (1) 
tell us that, in fact, the paddle is 
not really bent and that the tracks 
do not truly converge, and (2) ex-
plain away the competing per-
ceptions. A theory of optics that 
couldn’t do those things would 
be rejected as inadequate for that 
very reason.

Generally, when people think 
about luck (good or bad), they 
think of improbable events that 

have some kind of significance 
or impact. So winning the lottery 
is a matter of luck, but losing the 
lottery is not – winning was very 
improbable and losing was very 
probable. Or luck is thought to 
be a matter of what’s outside of 
our control, in which case both 
winning and losing the lottery 
are due to luck, since neither 
outcome was within anyone’s 
control. Unfortunately, neither 
conception of luck is any help 
at all with the cases at hand. The 
improbability and control ideas 
might distinguish between luck 
and non-luck, but tell us noth-
ing about good luck vs bad. They 
are unable to show whether 
Yamaguchi and Moss were over-
all lucky or overall unlucky, and 
explain why the competing in-
tuition is mistaken. Likewise in 
the framing cases, neither un-
derstanding of luck (improbabil-
ity or lack of control) can tell us 
which frame prompts the truth 
and which obscures it.

What all this shows is that our 
judgments about luck are incon-
sistent and changeable, the pre-
dictable result of framing effects 
and idiosyncratic personality 
traits. They raise the serious pos-
sibility that ‘luck’ is no more than 
a subjective point of view taken 
on certain events, not a genuine 
property in the world that we 
discover. It might well be that at-
tributing luck is a mere façon de 
parler, or turn of phrase, and not 
something we should take seri-
ously – an outcome that would 
come as a real surprise to gam-
blers, athletes, job seekers and 
stockbrokers, all of whom see 
their histories as saturated with 
luck. Their luck might well be, in 
a very strict psychological sense, 
entirely of their own making.

Steven Hales is professor 
and chair of philosophy at 
Bloomsburg University in 

Pennsylvania.

Edited by Nigel Warburton
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Pragmatist, orator and statesman 
who went beyond the party agenda

Vajpayee will be remembered for first stable non-Congress coalition government — Advani

Vajpayee was ‘shikhar purush’ of Indian politics — Amit Shah Vajpayee did not allow BJP to swing 
to extreme right — Chidambaram

Delhi to remain closed today

‘Great man’ strove for 
resolution of issues concerning 
Kashmir, say separatists

India lost a great son — Rahul Gandhi

Among tallest leaders of modern 
India — Manmohan Singh

‘I will miss Atalji immensely’

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (PTI): Statesman 
and pragmatist, orator and poet, a man 
of peace and conviction. Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee was a towering nationalist who 
softened the often sharp edge of his 
party’s politics with a gentle sophistry of 
words, earning him the sobriquet “ajaat 
shatru” or the man with no enemies.

The first prime minister from a non-
Congress party to complete a full term in 
office, Vajpayee began shakily -- his first 
stint as prime minister in 1996 lasted 
only 13 days when his unlikely coalition 
government failed to get support from 
other parties. 

The BJP-led coalition government 
came back to power in 1998, and this 
time Vajpayee stayed in office for 13 
months before losing a no-confidence 
motion by one vote.

The National Democratic Alliance 
returned to power in October 1999 with 
Vajpayee as prime minister once again. 
This time he lasted the entire term, cap-
ping a glorious career that saw him go 
from student activist to journalist, Rash-
triya Swayamsewak Sangh pracharak, 
Member of Parliament, foreign minister, 
opposition leader and finally a much-
loved leader of the nation.

Like many of his generation, Vaj-
payee _ who died today at age 93 _ came 
into politics as an 18-year old during the 
Independence movement in 1942 when 
the Quit India movement was going on.

A lifelong bachelor, Vajpayee was 
first elected to Lok Sabha in 1957 from 
Balrampur in Uttar Pradesh in India’s 
second general elections. 

His maiden speech in Parliament so 
impressed his peers and colleagues that 
the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
introduced Vajpayee to a visiting foreign 
dignitary thus: “This young man one day 
will become the country’s prime minister.” 

He remained a member of Parlia-
ment for 47 years -- elected 10 times to 
the Lok Sabha and twice to Rajya Sabha.

Vajpayee’s signature in politics was 
achieving pragmatic consensus, and in 
this process he earned the respect of his 
party, allies and opponents.

 Abroad, he projected a harmoni-
ous image of India and connected it 
to the world through his foreign policy 
outreach.

Fluent in English, his oratory was at 
its best in Hindi. With his well-timed wit, 

and carefully-chosen words delivered 
with trademark long pauses, Vajpayee 
immediately connected with all those 
who came in contact with him -- the 
common man, politicians, bureaucrats, 
students and world leaders.

As foreign minister under the Janata 
Party government headed by Morarji De-
sai in 1977, Vajpayee was the first leader 
to deliver a speech to the United Nations 
General Assembly in Hindi.

He was awarded India’s highest civil-
ian award, the Bharat Ratna, in March 
2015. 

While his six years in office were 
defined by several crises _ including the 
hijacking of an Indian Airlines jetliner to 
Kandahar, Afghanistan in 1999, an attack 
on the Parliament building in 2001, com-
munal riots in Gujarat in 2002 _ he also 
left a mark with peace initiatives and in-
frastructural projects. Chief among them 
is the Golden Quadrilateral Highway 
network, connecting India’s four major 
metropolises with 5,846 kilometers of 
roads. 

During his second term as prime 
minister, Vajpayee ordered nuclear tests 
in May 1998 in a strategic masterstroke 
to blunt Pakistan’s nuclear ambitions 
while at the same time announcing a 
moratorium on future testing. 

He followed this up with peace over-
tures to Pakistan, riding on the first 
direct bus from India to Pakistan in 
February 1999.

Undeterred by party hawks, Vajpayee 
arrived in Lahore on the bus, accompa-
nied among others by legendary actor 
Dev Anand. Vajpayee met with then 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in what 
was hailed as the dawn of a new era in 
India-Pakistan relations.

However, then army chief Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf did not turn up to greet 
him at the Wagah border. It soon became 
clear why.

Only months later, in June 1999, 
Pakistan began hostilities in Kargil that 
took the two countries to the brink of a 
full-scale war. Vajpayee felt betrayed and 
never hid his bitterness whenever Kargil 
was mentioned.

 He tried again to build peace with 
Pakistan -- which people close to him say 
was the mission of his life -- by holding 
a historic summit in Agra with Mushar-
raf in 2001, who by then had become 

the president. But the summit too failed 
spectacularly.

Another historic event that he ex-
pressed anguish about was the post-
Godhra communal riots in Gujarat in 
2002 when Prime minister Narendra 
Modi was the chief minister.

Unwilling to hide his feelings over the 
riots, Prime Minister Vajpayee said the 
government must follow “raj dharma”. 
In his autobiography, former President 
Pranab Mukherjee wrote that the Gujarat 
riots were “possibly the biggest blot” on 
Vajpayee’s government that could have 
cost the Bharatiya Janata Party the 2004 
Lok Sabha elections.

After the NDA was routed in the elec-
tions, Vajpayee announced his retire-
ment from politics in 2005 and slipped 
into relative political oblivion. He was 
rarely seen in public after suffering a 
stroke in 2009, and subsequently devel-
oped dementia. However, his influence 
loomed large over the party, which often 
quoted him and his policies. 

In his Independence Day speech 
yesterday, Modi said he wants to resolve 
the Kashmir issue through Vajpayee’s 
doctrine of “Insaniyat, Kashmiriyat, Jam-
hooriyat”, which seeks to preserve the 
composite Kashmiri culture while en-
suring democracy in a humane manner. 

When he assumed office for the 
second time in 1999 as the head of a 
more stable coalition, Vajpayee had to 
abandon some of the cornerstones of 
BJP’s policies to get the backing of more 
secular groups. 

This included the BJP’s demands for 
scrapping the special status for Jammu 
and Kashmir, building a Hindu temple 
on the site of the Babri mosque in Ayo-
dhya and abolishing the separate civil 
code for Muslims.

The demolition of Babri Masjid by 
kar sewaks in December 1992, when he 
was the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sab-
ha, was an acid test for Vajpayee’s secular 
agenda and his stand within the party. 
Vajpayee’s trusted lieutenant L K Advani 
and most BJP politicians supported the 
demolition but Vajpayee condemned the 
attack unequivocally.

At times he tried to appeal to Mus-
lims and other minority groups, and 
was seen as a reassuring figure for India’s 
mainly secular establishment.

His personal integrity was never seri-

ously questioned but arms 
bribery scandals exposed 
corruption in his govern-
ment and at times cast 
doubts on his judgment.

A romantic at heart, 
Vajpayee wrote poetry 
in his spare time, and 
was a connoisseur of 
good food.

Va j p a y e e  w a s 
born on December 
25, 1924 in Gwalior, 
Madhya Pradesh to a 
schoolteacher, Krish-
na Bihari Vajpayee, 
and Krishna Devi. 
Today,  his birth-
day is celebrated as 
Good Governance 
Day’.

After schooling, 
he graduated from 
Victoria College in 
Gwalior, now known 
as Laxmi Bai Col-
lege. He did his M.A. 
in political science 
from DAV College in 
Kanpur. 

Following a brief flir-
tation with communism, 
he became a full-time worker of 
RSS in 1947.

Vajpayee subsequently en-
tered journalism and was edi-
tor of Rashtradharma, a Hindi 
monthly, the Panchjanya Hindi 
weekly and the dailies, Swadesh 
and Veer Arjun.

He became a close follower 
of Syama Prasad Mookerjee, the 
founder of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
the precursor to Jana Sangh and later 
the BJP. Under Mookerjee’s tutelage, 
Vajpayee’s right-wing philosophy 
shaped. 

Vajpayee accompanied Mookerjee 
to Kashmir in early 1950s during the 
BJS leader’s fast-unto-death to protest 
the identity card requirement for Indian 
citizens visiting the state. 

It was Vajpayee’s first insight into the 
Kashmir problem, which decades later 
he addressed in 2003 with the “Insaniyat, 
Kashmiriyat, Jamhooriyat” doctrine. 

Vajpayee is survived by his adopted 
daughter, Namita Kaul Bhattacharya.

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): 
BJP veteran L.K. Advani, 
who had a long associa-
tion with Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and had jointly built 
the party from scratch, on 
Thursday expressed grief 
over his death, observ-
ing that the former Prime 
Minister will be remem-
bered as the pioneer of 
the first-ever stable non-
Congress coalition govern-
ment at the Centre.

“I am at a loss for 
words to express my deep 
grief and sadness today as 
we all mourn the passing 
away of one of India’s tall-
est statesmen, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. To me, Atalji was 
more than a senior col-
league. In fact, he was my 
closest friend for over 65 
years,” Advani said in a 
statement.

Vajpayee and Advani, 
who had been the best of 
friends, were also political 
partners and colleagues 
for more than six decades 

of the shaping up of India’s 
political landscape.

Remembering his long 
association with Vajpayee, 
Advani recalled that right 
from their days as volun-
teers of the RSS (Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh), to 
the inception of Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh, the struggle of 
the “dark months” during 
the Emergency that led to 
the formation of the Janata 
Party and later the emer-
gence of the BJP in 1980.

“As my senior, he al-
ways encouraged and 
guided me in every pos-
sible manner,” said Ad-
vani, who first was the 
Home Minister and later 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
in the cabinet of Vajpayee.

The BJP veteran said 
Vajpayee had unmatch-
able leadership qualities, 
mesmerising oratory, 
soaring patriotism and 
above all, his sterling hu-
mane qualities like com-
passion and humility.

Vajpayee and Advani 
worked together in the 
1980s to build the BJP as 
a national political force. 
Due to their devotion and 
efforts, the BJP bounced 
back from its 1984 tally of 
two to achieve an impres-
sive 86 seats in 1989. 

Under their leadership, 
the party position moved 
up to 121 seats in 1992 and 
161 in 1996 making the 
1996 elections a watershed 
in Indian democracy. The 
Congress was dethroned 
from power and the BJP 
became the single largest 
party in the Lok Sabha.

In 1996, Vajpayee was 
sworn in as the Prime Min-
ister of the country but 
only for 13 days. His sec-
ond term came on March 
19, 1998, and lasted 13 
months, a period during 
which India stunned the 
world by undertaking a 
series of nuclear tests that 
invited global reproach 
and sanctions.

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): BJP 
President Amit Shah on Thursday 
described former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee as “shikhar 
purush” (topmost leader) of In-
dian politics who devoted every 
“second of his life to the country 
and the party”.

In a blogpost, Shah said Vaj-
payee was an ideal swayamsevak, 
a dedicated worker and an effec-
tive speaker. 

“It is not easy to give every 
second of your life to the coun-
try, the party and its ideology. 

We have seen Atalji as an ideal 
swayamsevak, dedicated worker, 
poet, strong orator and a unique 
political leader.”

Shah said Vajpayee was BJP’s 
founding member, its first presi-
dent and made the party grow 
into a banyan tree through his 
hard work and dedication.

“He emerged as a popular 
leader who treated power as an 
instrument of service to people 
and led a spotless political life 
without any compromise with 
national interests. And this is the 

reason that people gave him love 
and respect beyond their political 
and social limitations.

“As the supreme leader of 
the party born in opposition, 
he played an exemplary role 
in Parliament and outside and 
provided a decisive leadership to 
the country as prime minister,” 
Shah said. 

The BJP President said Vaj-
payee left an indelible mark on 
the Indian polity with his thoughts 
and principles. 

“As a swayamsevak dedicated 

to ideology and as a disciplined 
worker, his life is an inspiration 
for us. As a unique politician, an 
effective speaker, poet, devoted 
patriot, Bharat Ratna, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s death is an irrepa-
rable loss to the party and the 
country. 

His thoughts, his poems, his 
vision, his political sagacity will 
always inspire us and provide 
us guidance. I bow before such 
shikhar purush of Indian politics 
and pray for peace to his soul,” 
Shah said. 

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): 
Delhi Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia on 
Thursday announced that 
all the schools and offices 
in the national capital will 
remain closed on Friday as 

a mark of respect to former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee.

“All Delhi govt. offices, 
schools and other institu-
tions shall remain closed 
tomorrow, as a mark of 

respect for our dear de-
parted Sh Atalji (sic),” 
Sisodia said in a tweet. 
In another tweet, he said: 
“All schools including 
private schools shall also 
remain closed.”

Srinagar, Aug. 16 (PTI): A section of separatist leaders 
here today said former Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee was a “great man” and a rare leader with 
“humaneness” who sought a resolution of the issues 
related to Kashmir.

“I am sad to hear about the demise of A B Vajpayee 
ji. Atalji was indeed a rare Indian leader who had the 
humaneness to seek the resolution of the festering 
Kashmir dispute in the wide ambit of humanity and 
not within the confines of a constitution,” chairman 
of moderate faction of Hurriyat Conference Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq told PTI.

“He was also a man of peace for his neighbours, 
especially wanted cordial and peaceful relations with 
Pakistan and was ready to address all issues including 
the core issue of Kashmir through dialogue. May his 
soul rest in peace,” he added.

Former Hurriyat chairman Professor Abdul Gani 
Bhat said Vajpayee was “a great man in more than 
many cases”.

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): Senior Con-
gress leader P Chidambaram on Thursday 
described former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee as a man of wisdom, tol-
erance and compassion and who did not 
allow the party to swing to the extreme 
right of the political spectrum.

“Vajapyee ji was a man of great wis-
dom, tolerance and compassion. He led 
his party to its first victory in national 
elections and established the credentials 
of the BJP to run the central government.

“He will be remembered for many 

things but above all for his genuine ef-
forts to resolve the decades-long hostility 
between Pakistan and India,” he said in a 
series of tweets.

Chidambaram said as long as he was 
at the helm, he resolutely anchored the 
BJP close to the middle and did not allow 
the party to swing to the extreme right of 
the political spectrum.

“It is not the fact that Vajpayee ji had 
many friends, it is the fact that he had 
no enemies that was his distinguishing 
hallmark,” he said.

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): Senior Congress 
leader Manmohan Singh on Thursday said 
that former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee stood among the “tallest leaders” of 
the modern India and spent his whole life 
serving the country.

“I have learnt with profound sorrow 
about the sad demise of Bharat Ratna Atal 
Bihari Vajpayeeji,” former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh said condoling the de-
mise of Vajpayee in a statement. 

“An excellent orator, an impressive 
poet, an exceptional Public Servant, an 
outstanding Parliamentarian and a great 
Prime Minister, Vajpayeeji stood among the 
tallest leaders of modern India, who spent 
his whole life serving our great country,” 
Singh said.  Leader of Opposition in Rajya 
Sabha, Ghulam Nabi Azade also expressed 
his condolence over the death of Vajpayee 
saying he was a “true statesman”. 

“I am deeply saddened by the sad de-
mise of Vajpayeeji who was a great human 
being and a true statesman,” Azad said 
in a statement.  Azad said that Vajpayee 
never hesitated in giving full credit to his 
opposition party leaders whenever due. “I 
distinctly remember when he praised then 
Prime Minister Late Indira Gandhi after 
Indo-Pak war of 1971 and referred to her as 
‘Durga’,” Azad said. 

Recalling his meeting with the former 
Prime Minister, the Congress leader said: “I 
had occasions of interacting with him over 
the long period of his parliamentary career 
and had very close interaction with him 

when I was looking after the Parliamentary 
Affairs portfolio and he was the Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha.”

Azad expressed his deepest sympathies 
for his near and dear ones and prayed to 
the Almighty to give strength and courage 
to his family in this moment.

Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mal-
likarjuna Kharge said India’s first Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru had predicted 
that Vajpayee would become the Prime 
Minister in the future and he rose to the 
post.

Kharge said that Vajpayee was “Ajat-
shatru” who never made any enemies. 
“Though our ideologies were different, we 
used to go to listen to his speeches to know 
what he had to say.”

Congress MP and treasurer Motilal Vora 
also condoled the demise of Bharat Ratna 
Vajpayee.

Congress Spokesperson Randeep 
Singh Surjewala also condoled the death of 
former Prime Minister and said in a tweet: 
“Saddened by the demise of Vajpayeeji. 
Indian political landscape has lost a stal-
wart and a statesman. Differences never 
prevented Vajpayeeji from walking across 
the aisle nor did ideological commitments 
deter him from upholding India’s liberal 
values. We pray for his soul.”

Vajpayee, a founder member of the BJP 
and the first non-Congress Prime Minister 
to complete a full term in office, died in 
Delhi on Thursday after prolonged illness. 
He was 93.

New Delhi, Aug. 16 (IANS): Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Thursday condoled the death of former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee calling him a 
“great son of India”.

“Today, India lost a great son. Former PM, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayeeji, was loved and respected by millions. 
My condolences to his family and all his admirers. We 
will miss him,” Gandhi said in a tweet.

The release from the hospital said that his condi-
tion deteriorated over the last 36 hours and was put 
on life support system.

VAJPAYEE: 1924-2018 
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News IN BrIef
Mass overdose at US park, 1 arrested
New York, Aug. 16 (IANS): Over 40 individuals had 
overdosed in a Connecticut park in US on a drug suspected 
of being laced with an opioid. A suspect has been taken into 
custody, police said. There have been no fatalities reported 
over the incident, but some of the individuals are in critical 
condition, the BBC reported. Police arrested the man on 
Wednesday who is suspected of  being connected to the 
overdoses first reported near the Yale University on Tuesday 
night, NBC News Connecticut reported. It is believed they 
may have taken doses of K2 -- a synthetic drug marketed as 
being similar to marijuana. Dr Kathryn Hawk, an Emergency 
Department physician at Yale New Have Hospital, said the 
drug was laced with fentanyl, but police were yet to confirm, 
the BBC report said.

Pakistan presidential election to be 
held on September 4
Islamabad, Aug. 16 (IANS): The presidential election in 
Pakistan will be held on September 4, the country’s poll body 
announced on Thursday. According to the schedule issued 
by the Election Commission, nomination papers for the 
presidential polls can be filed with the presiding officers in 
Islamabad and the four provinces by August 27, Geo News 
reported. President Mamnoon Hussain’s five-year term is 
set to expire on September 9.  The President is elected by an 
electoral college comprising members of the Senate, National 
Assembly and four provincial assemblies. Voting is held 
through a secret ballot. Scrutiny of the nomination papers will 
be conducted on August 29. Candidature can be withdrawn by 
12 noon on August 30. The list of validated candidates will be 
published the same day at 1 p.m., the poll body said. 

Suu Kyi to visit Singapore
Yangon, Aug. 16 (IANS): Myanmar State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi will go on a working visit to Singapore soon, it 
was announced here on Thursday. Suu Kyi will undertake 
the visit at the invitation of Singaporean Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong. However, no date of her visit was specified, 
according to the announcement cited by Xinhua news agency. 
She earlier visited Singapore in November-December 2016, 
during which she held talks with Lee on negotiation between 
the two countries on an investment treaty, the avoidance of  
double taxation agreement signed in 1999 and a three-year 
extension of the MoU on Myanmar-Singapore vocational 
training. 

British billionaire launches renewable 
plan in Australia
Canberra, Aug. 16 (IANS): India-born British billionaire 
Sanjeev Gupta has launched a $1 billion, one-gigawatt 
renewable energy plan based in South Australia’s mid-north 
that he says will lead the country’s industry transition to more 
competitive power. In the first of a number of projects slated 
for the upper Spencer Gulf region, will include a 120MW 
lithium-ion battery bigger than the 100MW battery built by 
Elon Musk’s Tesla in South Australia in 2017, according to 
details released by Gupta’s energy company Simec Zen of its 
Cultana Solar Farm. The project will produce 280 megawatts 
of power and feature 780,000 solar panels, generating enough 
electricity for 96,000 homes. The Cultana Solar Farm will 
begin construction in early 2019, employing 350 workers 
during construction, reported ABC News.

N Korea sanctions: Russia ponders 
retaliatory measures against US
Moscow, Aug. 16 (IANS): Russia was considering its 
response on Thursday to the US’ expansion of sanctions 
against Moscow companies over their links to North Korea, 
the country’s deputy Foreign Minister said. Sergey Ryabkov 
told the state news agency Interfax that the new sanctions 
imposed on the Russian company Profinet and its general 
manager Vasily Kolchanov for allegedly facilitating the 
delivery of  illicit shipments to the North Korean regime 
“lacked any basis”. “Regarding Profinet and Kolchanov, the 
restrictions were applied as the US tends to do now, without 
presenting any evidence and on the basis of  empty and 
groundless accusations,” Ryabkov said. 

Trump revokes security clearance of 
ex-CIA director John Brennan
Washington, Aug. 16 (PTI): US President Donald Trump 
has revoked the security clearance of former CIA director 
John Brennan, one of his staunchest critics, accusing him 
of “lying” and attempting to “sow division and chaos” in 
the country.  The 62-year-old former top intelligence official 
served in the previous Obama administration. He was the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) director from 2013 to 
2017. Brennan tweeted that his security clearance being 
revoked is part of a broader effort by Trump to “suppress 
freedom of speech and punish critics. It should gravely worry 
all Americans, including intelligence professionals, about the 
cost of speaking out. My principles are worth far more than 
clearances. I will not relent.” 

AP/PTI

Relatives pray near to the dead bodies of civilians after Wednesday’s deadly suicide 
bombing that targeted a training class in a private building in the Shiite neighborhood 
of Dasht-i Barcha, in western Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018.

AP/PTI

Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong, left, is escorted by police as she arrives 
for a court hearing at Shah Alam High Court in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018. 

New York, Aug. 16 (PTI/AP): The 
nation’s newsrooms are pushing 
back against President Don-
ald Trump with a coordinated 
series of newspaper editorials 
condemning his attacks on “fake 
news” and suggestion that jour-
nalists are the enemy.

The Boston Globe invited 
newspapers across the country 
to stand up for the press with edi-
torials today, and several began 
appearing online a day earlier.

Nearly 350 news organisa-
tions have pledged to participate, 
according to Marjorie Pritchard, 
op-ed editor at the Globe.

In St Louis, the Post-Dis-
patch called journalists “the tru-
est of patriots .” The Chicago 
Sun-Times said it believed most 
Americans know that Trump is 
talking nonsense.

The Fayetteville, NC Observer 
said it hoped Trump would stop, 
“but we’re not holding our breath 
.” “Rather, we hope all the presi-

dent’s supporters will recognize 
what he’s doing - manipulating 
reality to get what he wants,” the 
North Carolina newspaper said.

Some newspapers used his-
tory lessons to state their case. 
The Elizabethtown Advocate 
in Elizabethtown, Penn., for in-

stance, compared free press in 
the United States to such rights 
promised but not delivered in the 
former Soviet Union.

The New York Times added 
a pitch.

“If you haven’t already, please 
subscribe to your local papers,” 
said the Times, whose opinion 
section also summarised other 
editorials across the country.

“Praise them when you think 

they’ve done a good job and criti-
cize them when you think they 
could do better. We’re all in this 
together.” That last sentiment 
made some journalists skittish.

The Wall Street Journal, which 
said it was not participating, 
noted in a column by James Free-

man that the Globe’s effort ran 
counter to the independence that 
editorial boards claim to seek. 
Freeman wrote that Trump has 
the right to free speech as much 
as his media adversaries.

“While we agree that label-
ling journalists the ‘enemy of the 
American people’ and journalism 
‘fake news’ is not only damaging 
to our industry but destructive 
to our democracy, a coordinated 

response from independent dare 
we say ‘mainstream’ news or-
ganisations feeds a narrative that 
we’re somehow aligned against 
this Republican president,” the 
Baltimore Sun wrote.

Still, the Sun supported the 
effort and also noted the deaths 

of five Capital Gazette staff mem-
bers at the hands of a gunman in 
nearby Annapolis, Maryland.

The Radio Television Digital 
News Association, which repre-
sents more than 1,200 broad-
casters and web sites, is also 
asking its members to point out 
that journalists are friends and 
neighbours doing important 
work holding government ac-
countable.

“I want to make sure that it 
is positive,” said Dan Shelley, the 
group’s executive director. “We’re 
shooting ourselves in the foot if 
we make this about attacking the 
president or attacking his sup-
porters.” 

It remains unclear how much 
sway the effort will have. Newspa-
per editorial boards overwhelm-
ingly opposed Trump’s election 
in 2016.

Polls show Republicans have 
grown more negative toward the 
news media in recent years: Pew 
Research Center said 85 per cent 
of Republicans and Republican-
leaning independents said in 
June 2017 that the news me-
dia has a negative effect on the 
country, up from 68 per cent in 
2010.

Still, newsrooms are trying to 
convince them otherwise. 

“We are not the enemy,” de-
clared the Mercury News in San 
Jose, California.

Kuala Lumpur, Aug. 16 
(IANS): A Malaysian court 
on Thursday ruled that 
the evidence against two 
women accused of mur-
dering the half-brother 
of North Korea’s leader is 
strong enough for the case 
to go to trial.

Kim Jong-nam died at 
the Kuala Lumpur’s Inter-
national Airport in 2017 
after a toxic VX nerve agent 
was rubbed on his face.

Vietnamese Doan Thi 
Huong and Indonesian Siti 
Aisyah, accused of smear-
ing Kim Jong-nam’s face, 
could face the death pen-
alty if convicted of the mur-
der. The women pleaded 
not guilty and said they 
thought they were taking 
part in a TV prank show, the 
BBC reported.

In a statement, Judge 
Azmi Bin Ariffin of the High 
Court Shah Alam said: “I am 
satisfied that all the ingredi-
ents of the charge against 
the accused persons that 
need to be prove(n) has 
been established by the 
prosecution.”

He ruled that the ac-
tions of the two women, 
captured on security cam-
era footage, were enough to 
infer that they had intend-
ed to kill him. The pros-
ecution also maintained 
the argument that the pair 
were trained to commit the 
crime.

The Malaysian police 
pointed to four North Ko-
rean suspects -- Ri Ji-hyon, 
Hong Song-hac, O Jong-gil 
and Ri Jae-nam -- as the 
masterminds of the assas-
sination and said that the 
group introduced them-
selves with other names 
and nationalities when 
they hired the pair. 

Kim died on February 
13, 2017, about half an hour 
after the two suspects ap-
proached him at the airport 
departure terminal, where 
he was going to take a flight 
to Macau.

Experts from the Malay-
sian chemical department 
identified the poison as a 
colourless and odourless 
chemical substance listed 
by the UN as a weapon of 
mass destruction.

The deceased half-
brother of Kim Jong-un was 
once considered the heir 
apparent to his father’s re-
gime, but fell out of favour 
in 2001. He spent most of 
his time overseas in Macau, 
mainland China and Sin-
gapore. 

He had spoken out in 
the past against his family’s 
dynastic control of North 
Korea and in a 2012 book 
was quoted as saying he 
believed his half-brother 
lacked leadership qualities. 

North Korea has denied 
any involvement in the 
killing.

Kabul, Aug. 16 (IANS): The Islamic 
State terror organization on Thurs-
day claimed responsibility for an 
attack on an educational centre in 
the Afghan capital, which killed at 
least 34 people and wounded 56.

The government revised the 
number of deaths reported in the 
Wednesday terror attack from 48 to 
34. “The coordinated and corrected 
information we got from our re-
sponsible departments now show 
that 34 people had been martyred 
and 56 injured,” said the Ministry of 
Public Health in a statement. 

It said some casualties were 
double counted in the process of 
evacuation to hospitals.

The Amaq agency, linked to 
the IS, identified the perpetrator 
as Abdulrauf al-Khorasani, in a 
statement over Telegram whose 

authenticity was yet to be verified.
The attacker detonated his ex-

plosive belt inside the centre where 
hundreds of students were prepar-
ing for university exams.

The IS statement claimed the 
attack led to more than 200 casu-
alties.

This is not the first time a mi-
nority Shia centre has been target-
ed by militants. In the past, attacks 
on cultural and religious buildings, 
especially of the minority Hazara 
community, have taken place.

An attack on private schools, 
the majority of which do not have 
security guards, is unusual. 

The last suicide attack against 
the Shia community took place in 
a mosque in early August in eastern 
Afghanistan’s Paktia province, leav-
ing 30 dead and 81 wounded.

London, Aug. 16 (PTI): Dr Sudha Sundar, 
a leading Indian-origin cancer woman 
expert was today named as President-elect 
of the prestigious British Gynaecological 
Cancer Society.

Sundar, the first female gynaecological 
oncologist to be elected to the prestigious 
post at the British Gynaecological Cancer 
Society (BGCS), is Senior Lecturer in Gy-
naecological Oncology at the University 
of Birmingham’s Institute of Cancer and 
Genomic Sciences.

The surgeon-cum-academic is work-
ing with partners across India and Africa 
to establish matched cohort studies that 
will help investigate ethnic diversity in 
women’s cancer genomics.

“This is an exciting time to be elected 
as President-Elect of the BGCS; we have a 
vibrant multidisciplinary society working 
together and engaging with patients. This 
is a real opportunity to improve outcomes 
for women with gynaecological cancer 
and I look forward to contributing to this,” 
said Sundar, who is the third BGCS Presi-
dent to be elected from the University of 
Birmingham.

The BGCS described itself as a society 

of professionals dedicated to improving 
the care provided to patients with gynaeco-
logical cancers. It develops guidelines, ad-
vocates for advances in care, helps improve 
training and education for gynaecological 
cancer professionals and works in partner-
ship with charities and patients.

In addition to her clinical and teaching 
work, Sundar’s research programme inves-
tigates clinical challenges in patients with 
ovarian and endometrial cancer, using a 
combined clinical trials and translational 
research approach, the University of Bir-
mingham said.

She is Chief Investigator for the ROCK-
ETS project, which aims to achieve earlier 
diagnosis of ovarian cancer a collaboration 
between international experts from KU 
Leuven (Netherlands), University College 
London and the University of Birming-
ham. Translational research in genomics, 
steroidomics, and metabolomics is also 
underway, the university added.

As cancer surgery work package lead 
for the NIHR global health research unit on 
Global Surgery, she is carrying out surgical 
research across sub-Saharan Africa, India 
and other countries. 

Bamako, Aug. 16 (PTI/AFP): 
Malian President Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita has been 
re-elected for a five-year 
term after winning 67.17 per 
cent of the vote in a runoff, 
the government announced 
today.

Opposition challenger 
and former finance min-
ister Soumaila Cisse, who 
also ran against Keita in 
2013, won 32.83 per cent on 
Sunday, Local Government 
Minister Mohamed Ag Erlaf 
said on national television, 
giving provisional figures.

Turnout was low, at 
34.5%.

Violence, low public en-
thusiasm and accusations 
of fraud marred the vote. 
Cisse, 68, on Monday said 
he would reject the results.

Keita, 73, will take office 
on September 4, with hopes 
he can strengthen a 2015 
peace accord between the 
government, government-
allied groups and former 
Tuareg rebels.

Mali, a landlocked na-
tion home to at least 20 
ethnic groups where the 
majority of people live on 
less than USD 2 (1.76 euros) 
a day, has battled jihadist 
attacks and intercommunal 
violence for years.

Islamist attacks have 
spread from the north to 
the centre and south of the 
vast country and spilled into 
neighbouring Burkina Faso 
and Niger, often inflaming 
communal conflicts.

Yesterday, the opposi-
tion claimed a technician 
working for Cisse was tor-
tured while detained by se-
curity forces for three days. 

Internet access was 
cut on mobile networks in 
Bamako today ahead of the 
announcement, AFP jour-
nalists witnessed. 

Genoa (Italy), Aug. 16 
(PTI/AFP): Rescue workers 
toiled through a second 
night today in a desperate 
bid to find survivors in the 
rubble of a Genoa bridge 
which caved in during a 
heavy rainstorm, killing at 
least 39 people and injuring 
16 more.

A vast span of the Mo-
randi bridge collapsed in 
the northern port city on 
Tuesday, sending about 
35 cars and several trucks 
plunging 45 metres (150 
feet) onto railway tracks 
below.

Italy’s government has 
blamed the firm that oper-
ated the collapsed bridge 
for the disaster and an-
nounced a state of emer-
gency in the region.

Children aged eight, 
12 and 13 were among the 
dead, Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini said, adding 
that more people were still 
missing. Sixteen people 
were injured.

The driver of a green 
lorry left precariously close 
to the edge told Italian me-
dia how he had escaped 
the “hell” of the bridge col-
lapse.

“It was raining very 

hard and it wasn’t possible 
to go very fast,” he told the 
Corriere della Sera daily.

“When a car overtook 
me I slowed down... (then) 
at a certain moment eve-
rything shook. The car in 
front of me disappeared 
and seemed to be swal-
lowed up by the clouds. 
I looked up and saw the 

bridge pylon fall,” he said.
“Instinctively, finding 

myself in front of the void, I 
put the van into reverse, to 
escape this hell,” he added.

Three Chileans, who 
live in Italy, and four French 
nationals were also killed.

The tragedy has fo-
cused anger on the struc-
tural problems that have 

dogged the decades old 
Morandi bridge and the 
private sector firm Auto-
strade per l’Italia, which 
is currently in charge of 
operating and maintaining 
swathes of the country’s 
motorways.

Deputy prime minis-
ter Luigi Di Maio said the 
tragedy “could have been 

avoided”.
“Autostrade should 

have done maintenance 
and didn’t do it,” he alleged.

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Giuseppe Conte also con-
firmed that his government 
would push to revoke the 
company’s contract for 
the A10 motorway, which 
includes the bridge, while 
Transport Minister Danilo 
Toninelli said the company 
should be fined up to 150 
million euros ( 170 million).

The firm, which said 
the bridge had been under-
going maintenance work, 
however, released a state-
ment refuting accusations 
of underfunding of motor-
way infrastructure.

“In the last five years 
(2012-2017) the company’s 
investment in the security, 
maintenance and strength-
ening of the network has 
been over one billion euros 
a year,” it said.

Survivors recounted the 
heart-stopping moment 
when the bridge buckled, 
tossing vehicles and hunks 
of concrete into the abyss.

Da v i d e  Ca p e l l o,  a 
former goalkeeper for Ital-
ian Serie A club Cagliari, 
plunged with his car but 

was unscathed.
“I was driving along the 

bridge, and at a certain 
point I saw the road in front 
of me collapse, and I went 
down with the car,” he told 
TV news channel Sky TG24.

As cars and trucks tum-
bled off the bridge, Afifi 
Idriss, 39, a Moroccan truck 
driver, just managed to stop 
in time.

“I saw the green lorry in 
front of me stop and then 
reverse so I stopped too, 
locked the truck and ran,” 
he told AFP.

While around a doz-
en apartment blocks that 
stand in the shadow of the 
viaduct were largely spared 
the impact of the falling 
concrete, the Liguria re-
gional government said 
some 634 people had been 
evacuated.

Interior Minister Mat-
teo Salvini said the homes 
would have to be pulled 
down.

The incident is the lat-
est in a string of bridge 
collapses in Italy, a coun-
try prone to damage from 
seismic activity but where 
infrastructure generally 
is showing the effects of a 
faltering economy.

Us newsrooms to Donald Trump: 
we’re not enemies of the people

Kim Jong-nam murder: 
‘Enough evidence’ for 
women to go on trial

IS claims Afghan education centre attack that killed 34

Indian-origin cancer expert elected 
president of UK medical society

Keita re-elected 
Mali president 

second night of rescue efforts after deadly Italy bridge collapse

Nearly 350 news organisations have pledged to participate, 
according to Marjorie Pritchard, op-ed editor at the Globe.

AP/PTI

Rescuers work among the rubble of the Morandi highway bridge that collapsed in Genoa, northern Italy, 
Wednesday, Aug. 15, 2018. A large section of the bridge collapsed over an industrial area in the Italian city 
of Genova during a sudden and violent storm, leaving vehicles crushed in rubble below. 
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Rapper Cardi B thinks her feet have shrunk since she gave birth to her daughter Kulture four 
weeks ago. Taking to her Twitter account, Cardi said: “This might sound crazy but I feel like my 
feet are getting smaller. I already have small a** feet. I can’t never change, find designer shoes 
my size and I got to do kid size in sneakers. They never have s**t. Because know I am like a size 
three.” The “Bodak yellow” rapper was forced to pull out of joining singer Bruno Mars on his ‘24K 
Magic’ tour last month because she did not think she would be fit enough to get back on stage 
and she did not like the thought of leaving her baby with other people while she performed, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk. However, Cardi is adamant that she is still working on stuff behind 
the scenes and has promised fans that she will be back bigger and better than ever in the near 
future. (IANS)

Cardi B’s feet are ‘shrinking’

Aerosmith announces Las Vegas residency

‘Queen of Soul’ Aretha Franklin dead at 76

A
merican rock band Aerosmith 
has announced the launch of 
its new show “Deuces are wild”, 
which will take place on April 6, 
2019 here.

The rock band on Wednesday an-
nounced 18 shows for April, June and July 
which will be held at Park MGM’s Park 
Theater, where Lady Gaga will launch her 
residency in December, reports usatoday.

com.
Aerosmith has also teamed with THX 

and L-Acoustics, who will deliver “the 
world’s first THX Certified live perform-
ance presented in L-ISA Immersive Hyper-
real Sound”.

The “I don’t want to miss a thing” band 
includes members Tom Hamilton, Joey 
Kramer and Brad Whitford.

IANS

L
egendary singer 
Aretha Franklin, 
who got the epi-
thet ‘Queen of 
Soul’, died here 

on Thursday after battling 
serious health conditions. 
She was 76.

Franklin died at 9:50 
a.m. at her home here, 
surrounded by family 
and friends, according to 
a statement on behalf of 
Franklin’s family from her 
longtime publicist Gwen-
dolyn Quinn, reported 
CNN.

The “official cause of 
death was due to advance 
pancreatic cancer of the 
neuroendocrine type”, the 
family statement said.

Franklin, a 17-time 
Grammy Award-winner, 
was diagnosed with can-
cer in 2010, and delivered 
her last performance 
at the Elton John AIDS 
Foundation party in New 
York last November.

“In one of the darkest 
moments of our lives, we 
are not able to find the ap-
propriate words to express 
the pain in our heart. We 
have lost the matriarch 
and rock of our family. 
The love she had for her 

children, grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, and 
cousins knew no bounds,” 
Franklin’s family said.

“We have been deeply 
touched by the incredible 
outpouring of love and 
support we have re-
ceived from close friends, 
supporters and fans all 
around the world. Thank 
you for your compassion 
and prayers. We have felt 
your love for Aretha and it 
brings us comfort to know 
that her legacy will live on. 
As we grieve, we ask that 
you respect our privacy 
during this difficult time.”

Funeral arrangements 
will be announced in the 
coming days, the state-
ment said, according to 
CNN.

The singer had been 
reported to be in fail-
ing health for years and 
appeared frail in recent 
photos.

In February 2017, 
Franklin announced she 
would stop touring, but 
she continued to book 
concerts. Earlier this year, 
she cancelled a pair of 
performances, including 
at the New Orleans Jazz 
Fest, on doctor’s orders, 

according to Rolling 
Stone.

The singer’s final 
public performance was 
last November, when she 
sang at an Elton John 
AIDS Foundation gala in 
New York.

Franklin released her 
first album, “Songs of 
Faith,” in 1956, scoring 
regional hits with two 
gospel songs and occa-
sionally touring with The 
Soul Stirrers, whose star 

was Sam Cooke.
In a professional 

career that spanned more 
than half a century, Fran-
klin’s songs were not just 
chart-toppers, but also 
gave out a message.

Her song “Respect” 
was a call to arms, while 
“(You make me feel like) 
A natural woman” was an 
earthy expression of sexu-
ality and “Think” was a 
rallying cry for women fed 
up with loutish men. She 

even won a Golden Globe 
award for “Never gonna 
break my faith”.

As the first woman 
admitted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, she 
had 88 Billboard chart 
hits during the rock era, 
the top among female 
vocalists. At the peak of 
her career -- from 1967 
to 1975 -- she had more 
than two dozen Top 40 
hits.

IANS
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EASTERN MIRROR: For readers who 
might not be familiar with you, can you 
give us a run-through about yourself, 
your current engagement and what got 
you into singing in the first place? 

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: Hello, I 
am Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger a struggling 
singer, songwriter and composer. Cur-
rently I am a student of MGM College 
in Dimapur. I am blessed with a happy 
family- Dad, Mom, two younger sisters 
and one younger brother. 

Well, I am fond of almost every music 
but I am mostly into acoustic music. 
During my early days music was just my 
hobby but now it has become my passion 
and I believe that with the support of the 
people around me and your kind sup-
port would help me achieve my dreams. 

EASTERN MIRROR: If 
you could categorize 
your music, what genre 
would you identify it 
with?

Toshi Kip’s Yimc-
hunger: If I categorise 
my music it would 
definitely be Indie as I 
am more into acoustic 
music.

EASTERN MIRROR: 
Being in a praise and 
worship team, is the 
music you make gospel 
or do you make other 
kinds as well?

Toshi Kip’s Yim-
chunger: I listen to 
almost all kinds of music 
excluding hard rocks. I 
do not make purely gos-
pel but also other kinds 
of music like ballads and 
motivational music.

EASTERN MIRROR: 
What efforts do you 
make to learn music?  

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: As I don’t 
have any formal education in music, I 
make my own effort to get on well with 
my skills at home with my acoustic 
guitar. I am self trained but I cannot 
deny the fact that various YouTube guitar 
tutorials help me to improve more and 
learn more. 

EASTERN MIRROR: You are yet to 
officially make a mark in the state’s 
music scene. What is keeping you from 
launching with your music?

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: As I’m 
not a professional or a trained musician, 
I have a long way before launching my 
songs. Being a student I have my own 
priorities and I still feel like I’m too young 
for it as I am only a beginner in the field 
of music. I have lots to learn and moreo-
ver I don’t have any guide or formal 
education in music. I don’t want to make 
any slip-up or compromise with music 
so I decided to get on with my music after 
I’m good enough and confident.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the chal-
lenges and rewards that come from 
being a musician?

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: As a 
struggling musician I feel music is 
something which should not be taken 
lightly. So far I have managed to write 
5-6 songs which include gospel, ballads 
and motivational songs. When it comes 
to writing songs my intention doesn’t 
only fall upon myself but also emphasise 
on reaching the emotions of the listeners 
which indeed is the toughest challenge 
for me. But that isn’t the only challenge. 
As a student I have to manage my time 
and schedule in such a way that I get 
enough time for both my academic and 
music. But getting back to appreciation 
and encouragement for my works, I real-
ise that all the challenges that I face are 
worth every reward.

Eastern Mirror: How does the song 
writing process work for you? Do you 

have any influence?

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: Just like 
the authors and poets I feel a musician 
depends on the experiences and imagi-
nations around us. Things around me 
influences the most, it can be anything 
and from anywhere. I mostly make mu-
sic when I am alone at home, free from 
noise and other times I get distracted 
from siblings (laughs). All the experiences 
that I go through compel me to connect 
them with the life I live and so I bring 
them out in my songs. 

Eastern Mirror: As a new musician 
name three issues that you strongly feel 
about the music industry in Nagaland.

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: The 
present music scenario of Nagaland is to 
a certain extent growing but we cannot 
ignore the limited opportunities provid-
ed to the rapid growing rate of musicians 
in the state. Adding to the problem some 
parents also play a role in pulling back 
the future artists because some parent are 
of the opinion that music will not take 
you to any. Another setback is the lack of 
facilities, but despite all these problems, 
if one is determined I feel he can surely 
achieve his/her goals.

EASTERN MIRROR: If you could col-
laborate with any musician from the 
state who would that be, and why?

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger: There are 
many successful musicians in the state 
who I look up to. But if I get a chance to 
collaborate with any of them without 
a doubt I would go with Tsali Sangtam 
(Smiles). He is my brother from another 
mother (smiles) more like my best friend 
and a mentor when it comes to music 
.We share the same genre of music and 
I enjoy singing with him and I love the 
music that he makes. It was always a 
pleasure to listen to his songs and living 
in the same neighbourhood we enjoy 
sharing our time talking about music 
which helps me to learn more. 

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Toshi Kip’s Yimchunger, 
a student of MGM College in 
Dimapur, is a young musician 
with a number of songs written 
and ready for breakthrough. 
Although he is yet to release 
the songs and launch himself 
into the music scene, he is 
determined to take his passion 
higher. The young lad says to 
launch his music only when he 
is ready as his lack of formal 
education in music had been 
holding him back. 

The excited Toshi shares 
with us his love for music and 
the expectations he has from 
music in Nagaland.   
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Handpainted spectrum (left) observed by Pogson (right), Photo credit : Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics Archives.

Janssen (left) and James Francis Tennant (right) in later years. (Portrait by Biman Nath).
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London, Aug. 16 (IANS): Sophisticated 
embalming treatments were developed by 
ancient Egyptians 1,500 years before the 
classic Pharaonic period, and across a wider 
geographical area than had been previously 
known, a new research has showed.

Forensic tests on a well-known prehistoric 
mummy, housed in the Egyptian Museum in 
Turin since 1901, revealed that embalming 
was taking place 1,500 years earlier than pre-
viously accepted.

Dating from c.3700-3500 BC, the mummy 
has been housed in the Egyptian Museum in 
Turin since 1901, but unlike the majority of 
other prehistoric mummies in museums, it 
has never undergone any conservation treat-
ments, providing a unique opportunity for 
accurate scientific analysis.

“There are very few mummies of this ‘nat-
ural’ type available for analysis. Our radiocar-

bon dating shows it dates to the early Naqada 
phase of Egyptian prehistory, substantially 
earlier than the classic Pharaonic period, 
and this early age offers us an unparalleled 
glimpse into funerary treatment before the 
rise of the state,” said Professor Tom Higham, 
from Britain’s Oxford University.

“By combining chemical analysis with 
visual examination of the body, genetic 
investigations, radiocarbon dating and mi-
croscopic analysis of the linen wrappings, 
we confirmed that this ritual mummifica-
tion process took place around 3600 BC on a 
male, aged between 20 and 30 years when he 
died,” added Jana Jones, from the Macquarie 
University in Sydney. 

The Turin mummy was previously as-
sumed to have been naturally mummified by 
the desiccating action of the hot, dry desert 
sand.

However, the new study, appearing in the 
Journal of Archaeological Science, uncovered 
evidence that the mummy had in fact under-
gone an embalming process, with a plant oil, 
heated conifer resin, an aromatic plant extract 
and a plant gum/sugar mixed together and 
used to impregnate the funerary textiles in 
which the body was wrapped.

This ‘recipe’ contained antibacterial 
agents, used in similar proportions to those 
employed by the Egyptian embalmers when 
their skill was at its peak some 2,500 years 
later, said researchers.

Moreover, the study found that the mum-
my came from Upper (southern) Egypt, 
offering the first indication that the embalm-
ing recipe was being used over a wider geo-
graphical area at a time when the concept of 
a pan-Egyptian identity was supposedly still 
developing, the researchers noted.

New York, Aug. 16 (IANS): The 
open water nearest to the sea 
ice surrounding Antarctica 
releases significantly more car-
bon dioxide in winter than 
previously believed, showed a 
study conducted using an array 
of robotic floats.

The robotic floats diving 
and drifting in the Southern 
Ocean around the southern-
most continent made it pos-
sible to gather data during the 
peak of the Southern Hemi-
sphere’s winter from a place 
that remains poorly studied, 
despite its role in regulating the 
global climate.

“These results came as a 
really big surprise, because 
previous studies found that the 
Southern Ocean was absorbing 

a lot of carbon dioxide,” said 
lead author Alison Gray, Assist-
ant Professor at the University 
of Washington. 

In the Southern Ocean 
region, carbon atoms move 
between rocks, rivers, plants, 
oceans and other sources in a 
planet-scale life cycle. 

It is also among the world’s 
most turbulent bodies of water, 
which makes obtaining data 
extremely difficult. 

According to the study 
published in the journal Geo-
physical Research Letters, the 
floating instruments collected 
the new observations. The in-
struments dive down to 1 km 
and float with the currents for 
nine days. 

Next, they drop even far-

ther, to 2 km, and then rise back 
to the surface while measuring 
water properties.  After surfac-
ing they beam their observa-
tions back to shore via satellite.

Unlike more common Argo 
floats, which only measure 
ocean temperature and salinity, 
the robotic floats also moni-
tor dissolved oxygen, nitrogen 
and pH -- the relative acidity 
of water. 

The study analysed data 
collected by 35 floats between 
2014 and 2017.

The team used the pH 
measurements to calculate the 
amount of dissolved carbon di-
oxide, and then uses that to fig-
ure out how strongly the water 
is absorbing or emitting carbon 
dioxide to the atmosphere.

New York, Aug. 16 (IANS): Are 
you a chain smoker? Besides 
harming your own life, you 
may also be exposing your kids 
to second-hand smoke, which 
can increase their risk of death 
due to chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD) in 
adulthood, researchers have 
warned.

The study found that those 
who have lived with a regular 
smoker throughout their child-
hood have 31 per cent higher 
mortality from chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease.

While second-hand smoke 
exposure (10 or more hours/
week) as an adult was associat-
ed with a 9 per cent higher risk 
of all-cause mortality, a 27 per 
cent higher risk of death from 
ischemic heart disease, a 23 per 
cent higher risk of death from 
stroke, and a 42 per cent higher 
risk of death from COPD.

Second-hand smoke is 
known to have diverse effects 
on the lung and vascular sys-
tems in both children and 
adults.

“This is the first study to 
identify an association be-
tween childhood exposure 

Canberra, Aug. 16 (IANS): Australian researchers on 
Thursday said they have developed a software tool to 
predict when a building will crack or its foundation 
will move, even when a dam could break or a mudslide 
occur.

The tool uses applied mathematics and big data ana-
lytics to analyse intricate ground motion patterns and 
track location and time of landslides to forecast them up 
to two weeks in advance, Xinhua news agency reported.

The new software focuses on turning algorithms and 
big data into risk assessment and management actions.

There are always “warning signs” in the lead-up to a 
collapse or slope “failure” but the tricky part is identify-
ing what they are, University of Melbourne researcher 
Professor Antoinette Tordesillas said in a statement.

The early clues include motion patterns that change 
over time and become synchronised. They are subtle. 
Identifying them requires fundamental knowledge of 
failure at the microstructure level -- the movement of 
individual grains of earth, said Tordesillas. The scientists 
are trying to identify the properties that characterise 
these failures in the small-scale, so as to shed light on 
how failure evolves in time. 

“Our model decodes this data on movement and 
turns it into a network, allowing us to extract the hidden 
patterns on motion and how they are changing in space 
and time. 

This technology was just unimaginable in a math-
ematical sense 30 years ago, he said.

New Delhi, August 16 (India Science 
Wire): Air pollution is a serious problem 
in Delhi and vehicular traffic is gener-
ally thought to be the main culprit. 
But a new study done in the national 
capital has found that traffic density 
alone doesn’t have much impact on the 
amount or intensity of air pollution in 
the city. There are other environmental 
factors which play a vital role. 

The study, conducted during im-
plementation of traffic rationing pol-
icy - popularly known as `Odd-Even 
Scheme’ - implemented from January 1 
to 15, 2016, found that there was hardly 
any impact on the characteristics and 
concentration of major air pollutants 
- particulate matter 2.5 (PM 2.5) and 
black carbon. 

The average mass concentration 
of PM 2.5 and black carbon during the 
traffic rationing campaign was found 
to be much higher than expected. The 
concentration of PM 2.5 was higher 
than before the scheme was imple-
mented. The average concentration 
of black carbon was found to be more 
than before the scheme came into ef-
fect as well as after the scheme ended. 
Both the cases show results, which are 
against the expectation of a decrease. 

The PM 2.5 concentration was 
163.51 microgram per cubic meter 
before, 186.98 microgram per cubic 
meter during and 197.45 microgram 
per cubic meter after the campaign. 
The concentration of BC was 14.01 mi-
crogram per cubic meter before, 19.87 
microgram per cubic meter during and 
17.79 microgram per cubic meter after 
the scheme ended. The unexpected 
results seem to be on account of lack of 
wind, low humidity and probable rise 
in the use of non-maintained vehicles 
during the campaign period. 

“The daily variation in meteorologi-
cal parameters makes it very difficult 
to delineate the effect of traffic density 
on PM concentration. Although there 
may be a reduction in the level of few 
pollutants, the decrease in the number 
of vehicles was not sufficient to make 
a visible change in PM characteristics 
over Delhi,” the study has concluded.

The positive impact was seen in 

terms of reduction in concentration 
of some harmful chemical elements 
like arsenic, copper, lead, phosphorus, 
magnesium, calcium, silica, sodium, 
chlorine, potassium, chromium and 
iron. These elements when inhaled for 
very long periods are known to cause 
many diseases in both humans and 
animals. Lead, for instance, is a known 
neurotoxin and is believed to cause 
adverse effects on pregnant women 
and children. 

“An important aspect of the study is 
that it has highlighted the significance 
of surface winds in controlling air qual-
ity. The fact that winds do not blow 
much in Delhi means that we might 
need to rethink our urban construction 
planning. More extensive studies are 
needed in this direction to understand 
the dynamics and patterns of air pollu-
tion in local as well as broader context,” 
Prof A.P. Dimri, a member of the re-
search team, explained while speaking 
to Indian Science Wire.

Delhi particularly suffers from 
high levels of particulate matter (es-
pecially PM 2.5) and black carbon. PM 
2.5 refers to atmospheric particulate 
matter, which have a diameter of 
less than 2.5 micrometers - about 3% 
the diameter of a human hair. Such 
extremely small sized particulate mat-
ter tends to stay longer in the air than 
heavier particles, thereby increasing 
the chances of humans and animals 
inhaling them.

The PM 2.5 directly enters living 
tissues through lungs, causing several 
respiratory and cardiovascular diseases. 
Black carbon is the sooty black material 
emitted from diesel engines of vehicles 
and holds a large portion of particulate 
matter in itself. 

The research team included Vi-
kas Goel, Sumit Kumar Mishra, Ajit 
Ahlawat, N. Vijayan and R.K. Kotnala, 
Chhemendra Sharma and S.R. Rad-
hakrishnan (Environmental Sciences 
and Biomedical Metrology Division, 
National Physical Laboratory), besides 
Dr. Dimri, who is from School of Envi-
ronmental Sciences at JNU. The study 
results have been published in journal 
Current Science. 

New York, Aug. 16 (IANS): A 
new intravenous HIV drug 
has shown to be effective in 
reducing virus, boost im-
munity among patients with 
advanced, multi-drug resist-
ant HIV infection, results of 
a phase-III trial has showed.

As the first monoclonal 
antibody approved by the US 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) in March 2018 
to treat HIV, ibalizumab is a 
promising option for indi-
viduals who have tried several 

other drug therapies.
Ibalizumab targets the 

primary receptor for HIV en-
try into immune cells known 
as CD4-T cells. This novel 
mechanism of action pre-
vents HIV from entering tar-
get cells and interacting nega-
tively with other medications. 

It is delivered intrave-
nously every two weeks and 
lasts longer than current HIV 
drugs, which has to be taken 
orally each day.

“The result represents a 

much-needed new mecha-
nism of action for patients 
who have highly resistant 
HIV,” said Brinda Emu, Assist-
ant Professor at the Yale Uni-
versity in Connecticut, US.

“It’s ushering in a whole 
class of medicine and a new 
mode of delivery for the treat-
ment of HIV,” Emu added.

The trial, published in 
the New England Journal of 
Medicine, showed that after 
one week on ibalizumab, the 
majority of the 40 patients (83 

per cent) with multi-drug-
resistant HIV, experienced 
decrease in viral load, which 
refers to the amount of HIV 
detected in the blood.

After 25 weeks, nearly half 
of patients saw viral load sup-
pression dip below the level 
of detection as well as an in-
crease in CD4-T cells, which 
are a marker for immune 
strength, the researchers said. 
“These patients had extreme-
ly advanced HIV and resistant 
virus with limited options. 

To see viral suppression in 
a significant percentage of 
these patients at six months is 
heartening,” Emu said. 

However, since “ibalizu-
mab was approved with a 
smaller number of patients 
treated than other medica-
tions due to the rarity of pa-
tients with multi-drug resist-
ant HIV. As such, patients 
and providers must remain 
vigilant for side effects and 
adverse events,” Emu cau-
tioned.

Bangalore, Aug. 16 (India Science 
Wire): Machilipatnam is one of the 
oldest port towns on the Andhra coast. 
Very few Indians would know that 
it was also the site of a landmark 
discovery 150 years ago that laid the 
foundation of a new branch in science 
– astrophysics. 

It was in Machilipatnamthat the 
world caught the first glimpse of light 
from a new material - helium. Though 
helium balloons may be common-
place today, helium was not known 
back then. The first sign that it existed 
came not from a chemistry laboratory 
but from looking at the Sun’s corona or 
outer layer during a total solar eclipse.

The total solar eclipse that oc-
curred on August 18, 1868 caused 
much excitement among astronomers. 
It offered them a chance to look at the 
outer part of the sun. It made it pos-
sible for them to detect the presence 
of helium in the Sun. That is why the 
newly discovered element was named 
after the Greek word ‘helios’ for sun. 

The eclipsewas visible from the 
southern part of India for 6 minutes 47 
seconds. During a total solar eclipse, 
the moon comes between the Earth 
and the Sun and blocks our view of 
the Sun (rather, the brightest part of 
the Sun). The most spectacular part 
of the event is the sighting of the 
coronawhich is otherwise not visible to 
us. The corona dazzles in the sky when 
the main disc is blocked.

Astronomers were hoping to study 
the corona during the 1868 solar 
eclipse. There were reasons to do so. 
We know that a prism ‘breaks down’ 
sun rays into different colours. If one 
looked closely, one would find nu-

merous dark lines superposed on the 
background rainbow colours. It wasn’t 
clear where these dark lines came 
from. Darkness in a spectrum means 
a missing portion of light.Some light 
from the Sun was being robbed, and 
one didn’t know the culprit.

The path of totality of the eclipse 
cut across present-day Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh. A team of astron-
omers from the Royal Astronomical 
Society set camps in Guntur under the 
leadership of Major James Francis Ten-
nant. A French astronomer, Pierre Jules 
Janssen, too came to Guntur. He had 
designed a ‘spectroscope’ with which 
one could distinguish lines of adjacent 
colours in a spectrum. Then there was 
the Government Astronomer of Ma-
dras Observatory, Norman Robert Pog-
son, who had cobbled together a team 
of engineers from the Railways and the 
newly founded Telegraph Department 
for the expedition.He had camped in 
the nearby port town of Masulipatnam 
(present day Machilipatnam).

They were trying to validate a 
theory proposed in 1859 by German 
scientists - Gustav Kirchhoff and Rob-
ert Bunsen - that all materials radiate in 
characteristic colours when hot—like 
sodium burns with a yellow flame 
and copper with a bluish-green flame. 
When you look at the hot glowing gas 
through a prism you won’t see all the 
rainbow colours but a few discrete 
bright ‘lines’, shining at the character-
istic colours of the material.Now let 
the gas cool and put it in the path of 
some background white light (which 
shines in all the colours). The cold gas 
would then absorb light of precisely 
those colours that it would have itself 

radiated when hot. And you would 
see dark lines in the spectrum of the 
background white source.

Kirchhoff-Bunsen’s theory implied 
that dark lines in the solar spectrum 
arose from cooler atoms in the solar 

to bright lines. Not only that, they also 
sawbrand new bright line they could 
not identify with any existing terrestrial 
element. 

August is not a particularly favour-
able month for viewing solar eclipses 
from India because of monsoons. The 
eclipse was supposed to begin slightly 
before 9am. Light clouds in the eastern 
sky made the astronomers wait with 
bated breath. Luckily the sky cleared, 
letting Janssen and Tennant witness 
the confirmation of Kirchhoff’s idea—
the dark lines indeed turned bright. 
There was a bright yellow line that they 
thought was the signature of sodium. 
But Pogsonin Masulipatnamhad some 
doubts if it really coincided with the 
signature wavelength of sodium.

Back in England, Norman Lockyer 
had a different idea. He did not want 
to chase eclipses around the world. 
He thought he could isolate the light 
of the outer layer of the Sun somehow 
by blocking out everything in the view 

of the telescope except a carefully po-
sitioned small slit. Lockyer confirmed 
Pogson’s doubt that the errant yellow 
line might not be due to sodium, and 
coined the name ‘helium’. Much later, 
in 1895, William Ramsay isolated an 
element from a radioactive material, 
which had the same spectral signa-
ture, and so could be identified as 
helium.

It is the only element that was 
discovered by astronomers and not by 
chemists. We now know that helium 
makes up a quarter of the universe. But 
it is a very light element—the second 
lightest element of all. Its lightness 
made it escape the gravity of the Earth 
since its formation and now all the he-
lium that we can get from mines comes 
from the decay of radioactive material 
deep inside the Earth. Its absence from 
the Earth ensured that chemists won’t 
be able to find it here, but astrono-
mers could. And that revolutionized 
astronomy. 

Egyptian mummification ‘recipe’ existed 
1,500 years before Pharaohs — Study

Antarctic seas emit higher CO2 levels 
than previously thought — Study

Smoking parents may increase kids’ 
risk of lung disease-related deaths

Tool to predict building 
collapse, landslides 2 
weeks in advance

Odd-Even scheme had little 
impact on air pollution – Study

New HIV drug effectively reduces virus, boosts immunity –  Study

How Machilipatnam became site of a pioneering discovery in 19th century

atmosphere, which absorbed the white 
light coming from the core of the sun. 
It also meant that we could identify the 
material in the solar atmosphere, from 
the ‘colour’ of light it absorbed, be-
cause we could make the material hot 
in laboratory and check if it radiated in 
the same colour. In other words, having 
known that sodium radiates in yellow 
when hot, if one spots a dark line in 
the yellow part of the solar spectrum, 
one might guess that it was sodium 
atom at work.

It gave astronomers a handle to 
probe chemical and physical proper-
ties of the sun and other stars. Not 
satisfied with the studies of mere posi-
tion and motion of stars, they became 
interested in the new field of spectros-
copy. There was a promise of a whole 
new exciting field of science—that 
would be called ‘astrophysics’ one day. 

Who had ever thought that one could 
find out what was inside the Sun or the 
distant stars? 

But it was still an unproven model. 
Luckily, like all good theories, it came 
with a testable prediction. The outer 
layer of the sun is relatively cooler than 
the core, but it is quite hot (now we 
know the temperature to be roughly 
6000 Celsius). So if one could look at 
the outer layers through a prism—and 
only the outer layer—then one should 
be able to see it radiate and not just 
absorb. One should see bright lines in 
place of the dark lines, precisely in the 
same places (or colours) of the dark 
lines.

This was what the astronomers 
were hoping to confirm during the 
total solar eclipse on 18 August 1868. 
And they were handed with a bonanza. 
They indeed saw the dark lines ‘reverse’ 

to second-hand smoke and 
death from chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease in 
middle age and beyond,” said 
W. Ryan Diver, epidemiolo-
gist at the American Cancer 
Society in the US. 

“The results also sug-
gest that adult second-hand 
smoke exposure increases 
the risk of chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease death. 
Overall, our findings provide 
further evidence for reduc-
ing second-hand smoke ex-
posure throughout life,” he 
added.

For the study, the team in-
cluded 70,900 never-smoking 
men and women aged 50-
74 years who were followed 
for 22 years.  The increase in 
COPD mortality corresponds 
to about seven additional 
deaths per year per 100,000 
never-smoking participants, 
Diver said. 

Although the study count-
ed only deaths, the increase in 
fatal COPD implies that living 
with a smoker during child-
hood could also increase the 
risk of non-fatal COPD, the 
researchers said. 
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Atletico sink Real Madrid to win Super Cup Djokovic through in Cincinnati

Muguruza out of Cincinnati Masters

Leihong wishes for badminton academy 

Coach resents selection mode for Dr. T Ao Award Twenty XI win to go on fourth place Rival 7 win SNC penalty 
shoot-out tournament 

Team Italy beats 'Spain' to lift Phesa World Cup KPC, KTC to 
play tribute 
football match

Members of ‘Italy’ pose with their citations and trophy at the Phesa World Cup at the St. Paul stadium on August 15. 
EM Images

H Leihong Konyak
EM Images

Apoto Rhetso (28) of Twenty XI fights for the ball against Temjenmeren 
(78) during their league match on Thursday.

EM Images

Zale Neikha inaugurating the penalty shoot-out 
tournament at the public ground of Pungro town on 
August 15.

Atlético Madrid’s Diego Costa lifts the trophy in celebration of his team’s winning the Super Cup.

Tallinn (Estonia), Aug. 16 
(IANS): Atletico Madrid 
came from behind on a 
goal by Diego Costa in 
the 78th minute and then 
scored twice in extra time 
to defeat crosstown rival 
Real Madrid 4-2 here in the 
UEFA Super Cup.

The setting was an 
intimate one for the an-
nual match-up between 
the reigning Champions 
League and Europa League 
winners, but the 12,500 
spectators at Lillekula Sta-
dium on Wednesday were 
treated to an intense battle 
between two sides that 
played with pace, energy 
and desire from the open-
ing whistle, reports Efe.

Atletico struck first in 
the very first minute of the 
match when Costa headed 
on a long pass by Diego 
Godin, outraced two de-
fenders to the ball further 
upfield and then rifled a 
shot from a tight angle past 
Real Madrid netminder 
Keylor Navas.

Real Madrid did not 
take long, however, to 
show it has plenty of of-
fensive firepower even in 
the post-Cristiano Ronaldo 

era, nearly getting a goal 
on a back-heeled shot by 
Marco Asensio that forced 
Jan Oblak to come up with 
a save before coming up 
with the equaliser at the 
27-minute mark.

On the play, Gareth Bale 
sent in a perfectly placed 
long cross from the right 
side that left Oblak out of 
position and unable to stop 
a close-range header by 
Karim Benzema.

After tying the score, 

Real Madrid appeared to 
have the edge over the re-
mainder of the first half 
but was unable to stretch 
its lead.

That changed 15 min-
utes after the start of the 
second half, when Juanfran 
was called for a hand ball in 
the area on a Real Madrid 
corner kick.

Sergio Ramos did the 
honors from the 12-yard 
mark, using a couple of 
hesitation moves before 

confidently slotting the 
shot inside the right up-
right to give the Blancos a 
2-1 lead.

A half-hour remained 
until second-half stoppage 
time, but Atletico's attack 
needed a kickstart.

That came from an un-
likely source when Real 
Madrid defender Marcelo 
got too cute with the ball 
and gifted it to Juanfran, 
who found Angel Correa 
further upfield.

After some nifty work 
along the sideline, Correa 
set up Costa for his second 
goal of the match in the 
78th minute.

The contest then came 
down to two 15-minute 
periods of extra time, but 
Atletico only needed the 
first one to turn the match 
decisively in its favor.

Saul Ñiguez blasted a 
stunning left-footed volley 
past Navas off a pass in the 
98th minute to give the 
Colchoneros the lead for 
the second time.

They then got an in-
surance goal in the 104th 
minute when Koke scored 
on a pass from Vitolo.

Afterward, Atletico Ma-
drid head coach Diego 
Simeone, who was serving 
a touchline ban, said after-
ward that this was a day to 
celebrate.

"Today you have to 
enjoy, there's no doubt, 
because when we lost we 
suffered, we cried, we were 
angry, we shut ourselves 
off," Simeone, whose 
teams lost the 2014 and 
2016 Champions League 
finals to Real Madrid, 
added.

Mason (Ohio), Aug. 16 
(IANS): Serbia's Novak 
Djokovic has moved a step 
closer to winning the only 
ATP World Tour Masters 
1000 event that has eluded 
him in his career, rallying to 
defeat Frenchman Adrian 
Mannarino 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 in 
the second round of the 
Western & Southern Open 
here.

The reigning Wimble-
don champion not only 
had to adjust to his oppo-
nent's flat here on Wednes-
day,  skidding ground 
strokes on a slick hard court 
but also needed to receive 
treatment for a stomach 
ailment during the second 
set, reports Efe.

But the Serbian start-
ed dominating the match 
once he found his groove 
from the baseline and over-
came his physical issues.

Djokovic, who has lost 
five finals at this Masters 
1000 hard-court event in 
Mason, a suburb of Cincin-
nati, ran his career record 
against Mannarino to 4-0 
with Wednesday's victory.

Djokovic has won all 
of the other eight Masters 
1000 events at least once. 
He also has won all four 
Grand Slam titles (six Aus-
tralian Opens, one French 
Open, four Wimbledons 
and two US Opens) and is a 
five-time winner of the elite 
season-ending ATP Finals.

"I really want to win this 
tournament, and I have 
been trying. I'm still in the 

Defending champion and 
seventh seed, Spain's Garb-
iñe Muguruza lost to Ukrai-
nian Lesia Tsurenko at the 
Cincinnati Masters tennis 
tournament here.

Tsurenko, ranked 44th, 
overturned a first set deficit 
to send Muguruza, ranked 
9th, packing 2-6, 6-4, 6-4 in 
two hours on Wednesday, 
reports Efe.

With this victory, the 
Ukrainian progressed to 
the round of 16 where she 
will face Russia's Ekaterina 
Makarova, who defeated 
France's Alize Cornet in 
straight sets 6-2, 6-0.

In other matches, world 
number two, Denmark's 
Caroline Wozniacki re-
tired with a left knee injury 
during her second round 
match against the Nether-
lands' Kiki Bertens, after 

the latter won the first set 
6-4.

Earlier, the American 
third-seed Sloane Ste-
phens, finalist in Montreal 
last week, easily defeated 
Germany's Tatjana Maria 
6-3, 6-2, and will face Bel-
gium's Elise Mertens.

Mertens, seeded 14th, 
came back from a set down 
to beat Sweden's Rebecca 
Peterson 3-6, 6-2, 7-6 (1).

Belarus' Aryna Sabalen-
ka eliminated Czech ninth-
seed Karolina Pliskova 2-6, 
6-3, 7-5 and will now face 
France's Caroline Garcia, 
seeded sixth in the tourna-
ment.

Prize money worth $2.9 
million is distributed in 
the women's section of 
the Cincinnati Masters, 
according to the WTA web-
page.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 16 (EMN): Eighteen years old 
H Leihong Konyak has emerged winner 
in the men’s category during the recently 
concluded 42nd Nagaland inter-district 
and state open badminton championship 
2018 held in Pfutsero under Phek district. 
He defeated last year runners up Ankur 
Sangpang Rai by 21-9, 21-13 in the final 
match. Konyak also won the Under-19 boy’s 
single category during the championship.

According to the official website of 
Badminton Association of India, Konyak is 
ranked 48th for junior Under-19 players in 

Kohima, Aug. 16 (EMN): Four-time 
World Cup champions Italy’s absence 
this year might have left loyal fans dis-
heartened but there was no stopping 
for team Italy at the Phesa World Cup, 
who were tough contenders against 
the Spaniards. Italy team took home 
the trophy of the Phesa World Cup de-
feating Spain 3-1 via penalty here at St. 
Paul Stadium on August 15 evening.

The match ended in a stalemate 
after Kedikhrie Zashumo managed 
to strike for the team Italy in the last 
30 seconds during the second half.  
Earlier, Neisaleto scored a goal for 
Spain during the first half in the 25th 
minute. In the penalty shootout, Ital-
ians won via tiebreaker 3-1.

Earlier in the semi-finals, Spain 
beat Japan and Italy beat Argentina 
to reach finals both matches via tie 
breaker.

The golden glove was awarded to 
Vimetsito Motonyii of Japan team, 
while the golden boot was conferred 

to Neisaleto Kuotsu of Spain team 
with six goals. Neikehiezo Khale from 
Spain team was awarded the young 
player award and the golden ball was 
given to Kevi Chuse from team Italy. 
The trophies along with cash prizes 
were given away by the special guest.

The World Cup trophy replica 
made out of the Plaster of Paris was 
sculptured by Sekrese Mejura, an 
artist from Phesama village costing 
around INR 17000 thousand, an offi-
cial in the organising team informed.

Speaking at the closing func-
tion, special guest and president of 
Phesama youth organisation, Vito-o 
Kuotsu, said football is one of the 
most expensive and highest paid 
games internationally. He encouraged 
the players to passionately practice 
and advanced in the game to reach 
greater platforms.

He also said that aftermath the 
tournament would be a good time to 
select the best players from different 

teams to represent the village for oth-
er tournaments in the coming days.

While pointing that the village in 
the past and present has continually 
produced good sportspersons in dif-
ferent fields and football in particular, 
he lamented on the lack of a spacious 
and quality playground. He, therefore, 
urged the elders, educated persons, 
and concerned villagers to take stock 
of the same.

Encouraging the players to keep 
the game spirit alive, Koutsu exhorted 
the players to learn from the tourna-
ment while leaving the place consid-
ering oneself as winners.

The closing function was chaired 
by Thejanguzo Zashumo and the 
benediction was pronounced by 
Rokolhoubei Chuse. Neisalie Mejura 
from the organising team delivered 
the vote of thanks. VZ Angami, Com-
mandant of 10 IR Bn, and his wife 
along with other sponsors and village 
elders attended the closing function.

tournament this year, and 
hopefully I can get a shot at 
the title," the Serbian said 
afterward.

The world No. 10, who 
missed the latter part of 
the 2017 season with an 
elbow injury that required 
surgery but captured his 
13th Grand Slam title last 
month at Wimbledon, will 
next take on either fifth-
seeded Bulgarian Grigor 
Dimitrov or Germany's 
Mischa Zverev.

In other second-round 
men's action Wednesday 
afternoon, Canada's Milos 

Raonic defeated Turkey's 
Malek Jaziri 6-3, 7-5, 13th 
seeded Spaniard Pablo Car-
reño Busta topped Ameri-
can Bradley Klahn 6-4, 6-4, 
sixth-seeded South African 
Kevin Anderson defeated 
Frenchman Jeremy Chardy 
7-6 (8-6), 6-2 and 11th seed-
ed Belgian David Goffin ral-
lied to defeat Frenchman 
Benoit Paire 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.

The Netherlands' Robin 
Haase pulled off the upset 
of the tournament thus far, 
defeating German world 
No. 4 Alexander Zverev 5-7, 
6-4, 7-5 on Wednesday.

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
Kohima Town Club (KTC), 
the organisers of the on-
going Kohima Football 
League, and the Kohima 
Press Club (KPC) will be 
playing a football exhibi-
tion match in memory of 
the two clubs’ colleague 
late Xavier Rutsa on August 
18 at Kohima local ground 
(Khuochiezie) at 12 noon. 

Rutsa, a senior journal-
ist for the Times of India, 
passed away at the age of 
42 on June 10 while serv-
ing as the president of KPC 
and the media officer of 
KTC. He was a founding 
member of both the clubs. 

The two clubs remem-
ber late Rutsa as someone 
who had invaluably con-
tributed to both journal-
ism and sports. Taking into 
consideration the keen in-
terest he had towards foot-
ball, KPC and KTC have 
decided to come together 
to honour him through 
the game.

On August 18, a brief 
programme would pre-
cede the exhibition match 
where the two clubs will 
pay tributes to their de-
ceased colleague. Abu 
Metha, advisor to the chief 
minister of Nagaland, will 
speak on the occasion as a 
special invitee. 

boy’s single category of All India ranking.
In an interaction with Eastern Mirror, 

Konyak said, “I feel happy to be the cham-
pion; this is one of my aims in my badmin-
ton career. As a kid when I started playing, 
I always wanted to win this tournament. 
This is just a beginning and I am looking 
forward to win in bigger tournaments as 
well.

“I am determined to work harder and 
represent the country at the international 
level and I want to achieve every big title 
and to be world No.1,” he said with deter-
mination.  

Konyak is from Mon town, the young-
est of the six siblings with a brother and 
four sisters. He is currently pursuing BA 
first semester under Gauhati University. 
He is also being trained at Assam Badmin-
ton Academy under Coach Edwin Iriawan 
since 2016.

He started playing badminton at the 
tender age of 10 when his dad Honshong 
Konyak introduced him to the game during 
an inter-district tournament that was held 
in Mon district (2010).

“From that day onwards this game fas-
cinated me and I took it as my hobby. And 
gradually I started liking this game a lot and 
I give my best to this game, said Konyak.  

Konyak started participating in the 
inter-district tournaments at the age of 11 
and has won many titles to his name.  

He wished for a badminton academy 
in the state in order to train young talented 
players as he observed that there are a lot 
of young raw talented players in the state.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 16: Barely 24 
hours after Dr. T Ao Sports 
Award was given away to 
sportspersons of the state in 
recognition of their contri-
bution in the field of sports, 
resentment has been raised 
against the selection com-
mittee for not including 
persons from football.

Addressing media per-
sons this afternoon, coach 
of Nagaland State Sports 
Academy, Mughato Aye has 
expressed disappointment 
over the process in selection 
of nominees for the award.

While congratulations 
the three coaches for win-
ning the award, Mughato 
however pointed out that 
Dr. T Ao, being a footballer, 
the award should at least be 
conferred to someone from 
the football category.

Recipient of the 2015 
Governor’s Gold Medal, Mu-
ghato said that he was one 
of the highest award win-
ners in the state and that he 
deserved to get the award. 
Also mentioning that he had 
won the best coach awards 
in the state even at the na-
tional and international lev-
el, Mughato wondered what 
were the criteria required by 
the selection committee for 

the Dr. T Ao Sports Award.
Mughato Aye has already 

produced three I-League 
players and one Indian Su-
per League player, including 
12 players who represented 
Indian team in various cat-
egories under his guidance. 
Aye has also led a national 
team to Bangkok and South 
Korea as a head coach in 
2007 and 2015 respectively. 

In 2015, he was awarded 
the Team Coach award in 
South Korea. The same year, 
he was awarded with the 
Governor’s medal in the 
state. Aye is also the only 
person from sports’ depart-
ment to be included in the 
NBSE syllabus in higher 
secondary level.

Gaon Bura of Midland 
colony, Dimapur, Khehuto 
Zhimomi, also voiced out 
his disapproval against the 
award selection commit-
tee stating that he strongly 
condemned their decision. 
“Justice was not done,” he 
stated. Zhimomi expressed 
appreciation to Mughato 
Aye for sacrificing his time 
for the development of foot-
ball in the state.

Advisor of Nagaland 
Kickboxing Association, 
Akihito, also expressed dis-
appointment stating that 

the award was given with-
out going through proper 
channel. 

While questioning the 
wisdom of the selection 
committee, Akihito asserted 
that their duty was to en-
courage persons who have 
done the state proud and not 
to discourage them. Akihito 
maintained that Mughato 
Aye has contributed im-
mensely for the state and the 
country and added that jus-
tice was not served to him. 

Mughato Aye opined 
that selection should be 
based on achievements and 
on seniority. 

The football coach fur-
ther mentioned that be-
cause of manipulations, 
coaches and players are dis-
couraged in the state. “Look 
at Manipur and Mizoram, 
they are transparent in these 
matters and that translate 
into their rise in the national 
scene,” he accentuated.

It may be mentioned 
that Dr. T Ao Sports Award 
was conferred on Sepak-
takraw coach Holshe Khrie-
o; archery coach Hunezo 
Thisa; athletics coach Khrie-
hutuo Tsira; and sports ad-
ministrator I Bendang at 
Raj Bhavan, Kohima, on 
August 15.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Aug. 16 (EMN): 
Twenty XI Viswema beat bot-
tom side United 16 FC 2-0 to 
go on the fourth place of the 
ongoing 2nd Kohima Football 
League table at the end of 
the 10th round played here 
at Kohima local ground on 
Thursday.  Twenty XI has now 
15 points with four win, three 
draws and three losses in 10 
matches. United 16 remained 
in the bottom of the table with 

4 points.
Twenty XI dominated in 

the first half but failed to con-
nect with the striker as they 
failed to break the deadlock in 
the first half.

Bashang of United 16 got 
the best chance to score but 
failed to finish as he hits the 
crossbar. Zevito Khizho of 
Twenty XI also hits the wood-
work in the first half. 

In the second half, United 
16 was wasteful as they failed 

to convert their opportuni-
ties. Bashang was culpable 
for not scoring despite the 
numerous opportunities that 
came his way. United striker 
Temjenmeren had his share 
for not scoring as he shoots 
the ball directly to the keeper 
Neithongulie when he got the 
chance to score. 

Viswema team got their 
lifeline when Metol Niekha 
scored in the 67th minute 
from a crossing as he control 
the ball inside the area and 
thumped home the first goal 
for Twenty XI. 

Viho Kin, who came in 
as a substitute, scored after 
the goalkeeper Neithongulie 
Kuotsu feed him a long-range 
through ball to seize the op-
portunity and score in the 
85th minute. Twenty XI with 
two goals lead defended the 
score at the end of the match 
to get the three points.

At the end of the 10th 
round, Sechu Zubza remained 
on top with 20 points on bet-
ter goal difference (+13) and 
second place Ziekiezou SC 
with 20 points (+4), New Mar-
ket in third position with 18 
points.

Friday's match 
Ziekiezuo SC vs New Market 

FC at 2pm 

Dimapur, Aug. 16 (EMN): Rival 7 won the 4th 
edition penalty shoot-out tournament by de-
feating Faith Ballers team which was played at 
Pungro town public ground commemorating 
the 72nd Independence Day celebration on 
August 15.

The penalty shoot-out tournament or-
ganised by Saramati Nexus Club (SNC), 
Pungro, was inaugurated by advisor of youth 
resources and sports, Zale Neikha.

In a tight contest among 23 teams from 
the entire Pungro sub-division, Rival 7 out-
played other teams to clinch the champion-
ship. Faith Ballers were declared runners-up 
of the tournament.    

The event was culminated with the ex-
hibition match between the Wards 1 and 9.  
Meanwhile, the Saramati Nexus Club, Pungro, 
has expressed gratitude to all the participants, 
well wishers, and all individuals for their sup-
port and contribution toward the success of 
the event.


