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Members of the NSCN-IM pray during the group’s 72nd Independence 
day celebrations at the outfit’s headquarter at Hebron near Dimapur, 
on Tuesday. 

Viyalie Metha during the unfurling of Naga flag at the Peace Camp,at Chedema.
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Naga groups celebrate 72nd independence day 
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Our Correspondent
Kohima Aug. 14: The Nagas 
are not demanding any-
thing from India nor is their 
stand a political movement 
but an act of defending their 
country, according to Adin-
no Phizo, the president of 
the Naga National Council 
(NNC). 

In her presidential 
speech during the occasion 
of the 72nd Naga Independ-
ence day at the Peace Camp 
at Chedema, Adinno said 
that many Nagas suffered 
and died during the war 
with India but their sacri-
fices shall not go in vain as 
the Nagas will ‘overcome 
the struggle with persever-
ance.’ She said that the only 
statement of the Nagas to 
India is that the latter leave 
Nagaland in peace.

According to the NNC 
leader, the foundation of 
the Naga cause was laid 
by the NNC, and with that 
foundation in place, the 
people had been able to 
uphold their rights till the 
present times. Addressing 
the gathering comprising 
delegates from various Naga 
tribes, she asserted that the 
conflict between the Nagas 
and India was a case of ‘clear 
illegal invasion’ by India. 

"The invasion and oc-
cupation of Nagaland by 
India started in 1954 and 
the war was fought till 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 14: The Na-
tionalist Socialist Council of 
Nagalim (IM) observed its 
72nd Independence Day at 
its headquarter, Hebron, on 
August 14. The outfit’s ‘kilo 
kilonser,’ Hukavi Yepthomi 
hoisted the Naga flag dur-
ing the programme, which 
saw the attendance of rep-
resentatives from the Naga 
Students’ Federation, and 
Khasi Students’ Union too. 

Yepthomi read out the 
‘presidential speech’ of ‘gen. 
(retd.)’ Kholi who could 
not attend the programme. 
Kholi paid homage to mar-
tyrs who sacrificed their 
lives for the freedom of the 
Naga people. He stated that 
the declaration of ‘Naga in-
dependence’ on August 14 
from the British colonialists 
was because of the ‘timely 
decision of the Naga leaders 
of the time.’

Kholi urged every ‘na-
tional worker’ to rededicate 
to the revolutionary spirit 
and with efficiency.

“The NSCN’s political 
struggle began with our 
people and it shall end with 
the people,” Kholi stated 
while cautioning that the 
Nagas must be aware of 
false organisations and in-
dividuals trying to barter 

 ‘Let contentious issues, extraneous 
debates not distract us’ — 

President | P8

the international cease-
fire agreement was signed 
between the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nagaland and 
the Government of India. 
This ceasefire commenced 
on September 6, 1964. But 
till today, India's armed 
force are still occupying 
Nagaland with the power 
of so-called Armed Force 
Special Power Act, 1958," 
she told the gathering. She 
has asked the Indian gov-
ernment not to blame the 

American Baptist mission-
aries or Great Britain for the 
troubles in Nagaland as the 
Nagas were mature enough 
to deal with ‘outsiders.’

Placing her trust in the 
young Naga people, Adinno 
said there are many edu-
cated Naga people who can 
to do their part in develop-
ing the Naga country. She 
expressed confidence that 
they would not spoil the 
country but develop it into 
a beautiful land.

Nagas are not secession-
ists or insurgents – Viyalie 
Metha
‘Gen. (retd.)’ Viyalie Metha, 
the ‘kedahge’ of the Federal 
Government of Nagaland 
(FGN) has said that the 
Nagas are neither seces-
sionists nor insurgents but 
simply defending the Naga 
nation as a result of inva-
sion by India and Myan-
mar.

He said that the long-
drawn Indo-Naga conflict 

Traders oppose 
parking tax at 
Nyamo Lotha Road 

ANCSU calls off 
class boycott 

SC to hear plea against AFSPA dilution on August 20 

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): An association of 
businesspersons has objected to the Transport 
department’s recent decision to charge parking 
tax at the Nyamo Lotha Road in Dimapur. 

According to a statement from the Nyamo 
Lotha Road Business Association the levy will 
‘definitely affect’ trading activities. “At the mo-
ment, autorickshaws which are the main mode 
of public transport are allowed entry only for 
specific hours thus making it difficult for com-
mon man to shop at NL Road. 

“On top of that, if vehicles are charged INR 
10 per hour for parking then it will definitely 
affect the business along the stretch since it will 
discourage shoppers on vehicles to shop along 
the road stretch. For businessmen who come 
on vehicles, reach early morning and park their 
cars until late evening, they will have to pay at 
least INR 120-150 per day for parking tax which 
will take a toll on their daily expenses,” the state-
ment read. 

It explained that for a commuter ‘who might 
stop only for few minutes will have to shell out 
INR 10 and this will obviously discourage the 
commuter to make a stopover along the stretch 
and opt for charge-free parking area elsewhere 
and shop there.’

According to the association, the transport 
authority’s reasoning that the levy was necessi-
tated to streamline random parking and ensure 
smooth flow of traffic was irrational ‘since traf-
fic personnel are deployed all over the town to 
ensure smooth traffic and regularised parking.’

“If at all parking tax is to be levied, why not the 
whole of Dimapur but only NL Road?” it asked. 

It urged the transport authority to cancel the 
order “and to rather appeal the traffic person-
nel to ensure smooth traffic and proper parking 
without creating unnecessary monetary burden 
on the public.”

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): The All Nagaland 
College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has called 
off their boycott of classes across the state but 
with the rider that the Nagaland government 
address the union’s demands, submitted to 
the chief minister, within this week. 

A statement from the ANCSU on Tuesday 
informed that its meeting with the chief min-
ister was ‘inconclusive’.  However, it asked 
the students to attend classes, and that the 
authorities in concern conduct all ‘examina-
tions and activities’ within this week. 

The union has asked the government to 
address its demands within the period too 
‘to avoid further confrontations.’ The union 
warned that ‘all the students shall openly 
confront’ government vehicles from Monday 
and restrict their movement if the government 
would fail to meet the deadline. 

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court will hear 
on August 20 a plea by a 
group of serving army offic-
ers against the dilution of the 
Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA), which gives im-
munity to military personnel 
from prosecution for actions 
in disturbed and insurgency-
hit areas.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra agreed to 
hear the plea after advocate 
Aishwarya Bhati sought an 
early hearing.

The petitioners have 
sought specific guidelines to 
protect military personnel 
from criminal proceedings for 
bona-fide actions done in the 

discharge of official duties in 
areas infested with insurgents 
and witnessing proxy wars 
against India.

The petitioners range from 
section commanders to com-
manding officers who lead 
section, platoon, company, 
battalion made of 10 to 1,000 
men each.

They contended that the 
protection provided by the 
AFSPA  does not confer any 
special right to a soldier for 
himself, but facilitates his 
functioning and operations in 
extraordinary circumstances of 
proxy war, insurgency, armed 
hostility, ambushes, and covert 
and overt operations.

They contended that abso-

lute protection for bona-fide 
actions of soldiers in extraor-
dinary situations is imperative 
to enable them to carry out 
their duties effectively and 
efficiently.

This protection from crim-
inal prosecution for bona-
fide actions of a soldier in the 
course of military operations 
in disturbed areas, the peti-
tion says, is sine qua non for 
the protection of the country's 
sovereignty and integrity.

The officers sought a court 
direction that "protection of 
persons acting in good faith 
under the AFSPA is sacrosanct 
with the sovereignty and integ-
rity of the nation" and that "no 
prosecution, suit or other legal 

proceeding shall be instituted, 
except with the previous sanc-
tion of the Central govern-
ment...."

They further averred that 
it was the Army alone which 
is familiar with the dynamics 
of these operations, and was 
capable of probing into alle-
gation of criminality, misuse, 
abuse, or of excessive use of 
power by men in uniform.

The petition by Col Amit 
Kumar and others is rooted in 
a spate of complaints and FIRs 
against military personnel 
deployed in disturbed areas 
of the northeast and trouble- 
torn Jammu and Kashmir and 
the same being entertained 
by courts.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 14: The International 
Youth Day, which is observed on Aug. 
12 worldwide, was observed in Ukhrul 
on Aug. 13. It was the first of its kind 
to be observed in Ukhrul. Most of the 
event’s activities were conducted in 
Ukhrul town hall. 

The event’s organisers informed 
that youths dressed in traditional at-
tires and costumes took part in observ-
ing the day, which was held with the 
theme ‘safe spaces for youth.’ 

“The youths need a space where 
they can come together and partici-
pate in decision-making processes and 
freely express themselves,” said a rep-
resentative of the ihao, Ukhrul. 

The objective of the event was for 
the youths to have a platform to come 
together and engage in creative activi-

ties related to their diverse interests, it 
was informed. 

Some of the activities were a dis-
play of football skills; and street dance 
perfromance. 

There were also performances by 
local artists and a parade, which com-
menced from the Mission ground at 
Alungtang, before culminating at the 
town hall. 

The parading youths shouted slo-
gans for change along with banners 
that expressed messages of concern 
about ‘the system’ failing the youths, 
or that youths being in need of role 
models ‘not critics, and so on. 

The event was informed to be a 
collective effort of the URA Trust and 
Indo Global social service Society 
(IGSSS).

The organisers and representa-

tives of ihao have 
expressed gratitude 
to Alfred Arthur, 
representative of 
44-Ukhrul assem-
bly constituency for 
attending the occa-
sion and joining the 
youths by strumming 
a cover of ‘Dead flow-
ers,” originally sung 
by The Rolling Stones. 

Speaking briefly 
at the event, Arthur 
e n c o u r a g e d  t h e 
youths to strive to-
gether for progress. 
Declaring that the future was in the 
hands of the youths, he encouraged 
them to “strive together in progress.”

International Youth Day was desig-

nated by the United Nations in 1999 as 
a means of opportunity for the govern-
ment and others to draw attention to 
youth issues worldwide.  

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (PTI): 
Prolonged negotiations 
without any solution to the 
seven-decade-old Naga is-
sue have made the commu-
nity members "restless" and 
they are gradually "losing 
faith" in the central gov-
ernment, some Naga civil 
society members said today.

At a conference con-
vened by the Naga Peo-
ples Movement for Human 
Rights, leaders of several 
Naga organisations said 
that the dialogue between 
the NSCN-IM and the cen-
tral government was going 
nowhere.

Leaders of Naga Hoho, 
United Naga Council, Naga 
Women Council, Naga Stu-
dents Federation, All Naga 
Students Association of 
Manipur and Naga Moth-
ers Association said that 
the Naga people were be-
coming restless as there 
had been no solution to the 
Naga issue even though the 
talk started in 1997 and a 
‘framework agreement’ was 
signed three years ago.

People are gradually los-
ing faith in the central gov-
ernment, they said.

A framework agreement 
was signed on August 3, 
2015 by NSCN-IM gener-
al secretary Thuingaleng 
Muivah and the govern-

ment's interlocutor R N Ravi 
in the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

The framework agree-
ment came after over 80 
rounds of negotiations 
spanning 18 years, with the 
first breakthrough made 
in 1997 when the ceasefire 
agreement was sealed after 
decades of insurgency in 
Nagaland which started 
soon after India's Inde-
pendence in 1947.

The NSCN-IM's key 
demand is to integrate 
Naga-inhabited areas of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam 
and Manipur. But the BJP 
governments in the three 
states have strongly op-
posed it.

Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh had announced on 
December 8, 2017 that the 
territorial integrity of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam and 
Manipur would not be com-
promised while inking the 
final Naga peace accord.

However,  the Isak-
Muivah faction of the Na-
tional Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN-IM) had 
in a statement on July 1 said 
the integration of all the 
Naga inhabited areas in the 
northeast was an integral 
part of the ongoing peace 
talks with the central gov-
ernment.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): In the 
midst of the BJP's push for "one na-
tion, one poll", the Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday appeared to rule out 
simultaneous polls to assemblies and 
the Lok Sabha given the present lo-
gistics and constitutional provisions.

Chief Election Commissioner O.P. 
Rawat said, however, the commission 
would continue to deliver its respon-
sibility of conducting polls whenever 
the term of a state assembly comes 
to an end.

"On the issue of One Nation, One 
Poll, the commission had given inputs 
and suggestions in 2015 itself. Logis-
tics arrangements with reference to 
100 per cent availability of voter veri-
fied paper audit trail (VVPATs) will be 

a constraint," Rawat told the media.
He also said if the term of some 

state assembly needed to be curtailed 
or extended then a constitutional 
amendment would be required. Other 
requirements of additional police force 
and polling personnel was also needed.

"The commission will continue to 
deliver its responsibility of conducting 
elections whenever the term of state 
assembly comes to an end," Rawat 
said.

The Chief Election Commission-
er's remarks come amidst the push by 
the BJP for simultaneous parliament 
and assembly elections over which 
the party President, Amit Shah, wrote 
a letter to the Law Commission on 
Monday.

City bus service in 
Dimapur from September
Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): The Dimapur Dis-
trict Planning and Development Board has 
approved introduction of city bus services 
in the district starting from the first week of 
September. 

According to a DIPR report, the board on 
Tuesday decided that four buses would be 
introduced initially to operate between Di-
mapur and Chumukedima. Later on, a fleet of 
10 more buses, said to be under ‘renovation’ at 
present, would be in operation to extend the 
coverage to Medzhiphema, Niuland, Doy-
apur, and more. 

It also quoted the AGM of the Nagaland 
State Transport, Thomas, as saying that two 
pink buses exclusively for women would be 
introduced to ply between Dimapur and 
Kohima. 

was not an internal law 
and order problem but an 
‘international conflict.’ He 
said that the conflict can be 
resolved only at an interna-
tional level.

Further, he claimed 
that the NNC and FGN 
were the only two nation-
ally mandated institutions 
and established ‘govern-
ment of the Naga people’ to 
uphold their historical and 
political rights.

Metha asserted that 
the NNC and FGN do not 
and shall not recognise any 
other faction or organisa-
tion that may commit Naga 
citizenship to any other 
country.

On the issue of integra-
tion of Naga territories in 
one political administra-
tion: He stated that the 
Naga people were an inte-
grated nation even before 
the official proclamation of 
federal republic on March 
22, 1956. The Nagas, he 
said, have always been an 
integrated nation occupy-
ing a contiguous Naga ter-
ritory throughout history. 
These two aspects form 
the basis of Naga nation-
hood, he said. He asserted 
that the NNC and FGN 
shall consider any act of 
integrating Naga territory 
under the constitution of 
any foreign country as acts 
of treason.

Nagas’ rights for personal 
fame. He said that they had 
done what they could in 
the negotiation with the 
government of India. “Final 
solution will come as and 
when God is pleased with 
us,” he maintained.

Kholi asserted that the 
Nagas’ position in terms of 
history and political rights 
had been recognised by 
New Delhi. However, he 
warned that the ‘greatest 
enemy’ was within the Naga 
people and that was what 
they need to overcome to 
survive as a nation.

Kholi added that the 
Nagas shall honour and 
respect the rights of other 
peoples, nations, and neigh-
bours provided they also 

have a ‘realistic approach 
and appreciate the history 
and the rights of the Naga 
people.’ “The Naga political 
solution will be beneficial to 
them too,” he maintained. 

Earlier, Eustar Chi-
shi Swu, wife of the late 
Isak Chishi Swu, and the 
president of the Council of 
Nagalim Churches led the 
gathering in a minute’s si-
lence as a tribute to martyrs 
who laid down their lives for 
the Naga cause. She also led 
a group of widows, known 
as the Widows Welfare Fo-
rum, in singing a song. 

The organisation’s cad-
res performed a drill. Chil-
dren from an orphanage 
also sang a song during 
the event.

A young woman getting her face painted at Ukhrul in Manipur on 
Tuesday. ~ Arien



Mokokchung medical staff 
introduced to ‘Kayakalp’

District task force meets for 
measles-rubella campaign Students trained in skill development 

ICFAI Univ. observes ‘Swachhta Pakhwara’ 

Seyochung admin. hands out relief materials

Social issues must be resolved creatively and scientifically — Dimapur 

Gov. mourns demise 

Rostrum inaugurated 
in Mangkolemba

Tseminyu planning 
board holds meeting

Two state
police officers 
to receive 
Police Medal

Landslide at Kigwema distresses farmers, students
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People push a vehicle that was caught in mud following a landslide, at Kigwema.

Shops in Kohima to be remain 
closed from 7 am
In view of the Independence Day celebration and as 
per the directives of the deputy commissioner of Ko-
hima, the Kohima Municipal Council has directed all 
shops and business establishment under its jurisdic-
tion to remain closed from 7 am till the programme 
gets over.

Home dept. informs employees
The Home department has informed all the offices 
and staff of Nagaland Civil Secretariat to attend the 
Independence Day celebration mandatorily on Aug. 
15. The officials are also directed to attend the evening 
programme of the National Day. All administrative 
heads of departments have been requested to take 
attendance of their respective staff and submit the 
attendance sheet for necessary action. Supervisors 
have been informed to take attendance for the grade-
IV staff. Further, it informed that Secretariat staff buses 
will pick up the employees from respective bus stop 
by 8 am.

Kohima, Mon DPDB meeting 
The monthly meeting of Kohima District Planning 
and Development Board has been scheduled on Aug. 
18 at 10 am in the conference hall of deputy commis-
sioner in Kohima. All the board members have been 
requested to attend. Also, Mon DPDB meeting has 
been scheduled on Aug. 21 at 11 am in the conference 
hall of deputy commissioner. 

Dma. GB Union informs members
The GBs’ Union Dimapur (GBUD) has informed all its 
members to report at DDSC stadium at 8 am in uni-
form for the celebration of 72nd Independence Day 
on Aug. 15. The union president and general secretary 
have informed that attendance would be taken for all 
the members. 

GPRN/NSCN expels cadre 
The office of the General Staff Officer GSO-1 GPRN/
NSCN has terminated one of its cadres from the active 
service ‘for breaching the Azha of the nation and com-
mitting anti-national activities’. 
A press release received from R Sangtam informed 
that “L/corpl.” Mankai, son of Lemkai of Totok village, 
Konyak region, bearing A/No 19125 has been termi-
nated with immediate effect. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
expressed shock at the de-
mise of Balram Das Tandon, 
the governor of Chhattis-
garh who passed away on 
Aug. 14 at the age of 91. 

 In a condolence mes-
sage, Acharya described 
Tandon as a close friend 
who was associated with 
him for the last 40 years. 

 He said that the con-
tributions of Tandon as a 
public leader  for the people 
of the country, especially for 
the state of Punjab, will be 
ever remembered. 

Acharya said that Tan-
don attracted the attention 
of all with his understand-
ing of public issues, his ear-
nest interest in social works, 
his administrative ability 
and his wide knowledge. 
Tandon’s tenure as governor 
of Chhattisgarh was marked 
by efficiency and dedica-
tion, he added.

Acharya further con-
veyed heartfelt sympathy 
to the bereaved family and 

prayed to God to grant them 
strength. 

Meanwhile, the Gover-
nor also expressed sadness 
over the death of former Lok 
Sabha speaker, Somnath 
Chatterjee, on Aug. 13. 

The governor said Chat-
terjee is a distinguished 
parliamentarian and vet-
eran politician who firmly 
stood by the principles he 
believed in. 

Acharya offered condo-
lences to the family of writer 
and Nobel Prize winner for 
Literature, VS Naipaul who 
passed away at his home in 
London at the age of 85.  

Saying that the passing 
away of Naipaul as a major 
loss to the literary world, 
Acharya expressed that Nai-
paul will be remembered 
as a writer who enthralled 
and influenced the world 
with his creative who had 
inspired the whole genera-
tion of writers. 

The governor conveyed 
condolences to the be-
reaved families.

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
The long felt need of a ros-
trum in Mangkolemba, 
constructed with the ini-
tiative of additional dep-
uty commissioner (ADC) 
Mangkolemba, Razouvolie 
Dozo, was inaugurated on 
Aug. 13.

After unveiling of the 
platform, the ADC who is 
inaugurated the same as 
the chief guest lauded the 

stakeholders and the public 
leaders for the successful 
completion of the rostrum. 
He said that the construc-
tion was made possible 
because of the cooperation 
of various sections of the 
community. 

The ADC also requested 
the people of Mangkolemba 
to support and cooperation 
for all round development 
in the sub-division.

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
The Tseminyu Sub-Divi-
sional Planning and Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) con-
ducted its monthly meeting 
at Dobashi Customary 
Court building on Aug. 10. 

The advisor to Veteri-
nary and Animal Husband-
ry, R Khing, presided over 
that meeting.

The meeting reviewed 
the last meeting minutes 
and discussed on the forth-
coming Tseminyu town 
golden jubilee, scheduled to 
be held  in Nov.  

ADC Nokchasashi Ao, 
reminded the sub–commit-
tee members of the jubilee 
to start their assignments at 

the earliest.
Sub-divisional Agricul-

ture officer, Viwheto Thorie 
highlighted the activities of 
the dept. He also briefed on 
the National Food Security 
Mission, seed production 
under “Rashtriya Krishi Vi-
kas Yojana.”

Thorie informed that 
under the given programme 
“Women in Agriculture,” 42 
women were taken to Aliba 
village under Mokokchung 
for training cum exposure 
tour on May 5.

S M O  o f  Ts e m i n y u 
Health and Family Welfare, 
Dr. Tinenlo James, informed 
about measles and rubella 
vaccination campaign. 

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
Nagaland Armed Police 
Training Centre (NAPTC) 
Chumukedima Comman-
dant Ben Longkumer and 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Dimapur P Send-
ongmeren will be receiving 
the Police Medal for meri-
torious service rendered on 
the occasion of India’s 72nd 
Independence Day.

The officers have been 
selected from Nagaland for 
the award among the 675 
police personnel who will 
be receiving the award on 
Aug. 15 in the category of 
Police Medal for meritori-
ous service.  

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
On e - d a y  o r i e n t a t i o n 
training on “Kayakalp,” 
an initiative to promote 
cleanliness, hygiene, and 
infection control practices 
in public health facilities 
was conducted at Chief 
Medical Office (CMO) in 
Mokokchung on Aug. 14.  

Resource person for 
the training, medical of-
ficer from Alongkima 
PHC, Dr.  Aonungdok 
spoke on participation in 
Kayakalp.

D e p u t y  C M O  D r. 
Kibangkumba, briefed 
about “Kayakalp 2018- 
2019” and its objectives.

The orientation pro-
gramme was followed by 
discussion among the par-
ticipants. 

The programme was 
attended by medical su-
perintended IMDH, dy. 
C M O,  S M O,  M O  a n d 
representatives from 19 
health units.

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN):  
The District Task Force 
Committee on malaria and 
measles-rubella vaccina-
tion campaign conducted 
a meeting on Aug. 14 in 
the conference hall of the 
deputy commissioner in 
Longleng.

During the meeting, 
the chairman of the com-
mittee, John Tsulise Sang-
tam highlighted about the 
importance of having the 
meetings.

The chairman who is 
also the deputy commis-
sioner of the district, laud-
ed the efforts of doctors, 
medical professionals and 
the DTF committees for 
their efforts towards elimi-
nate malaria in the district 
which has nil mortality 
rates for the last few years 
in Longleng. 

Sangtam suggested the 
medical professionals to do 
more research and investi-
gation for total elimination 

of malaria in the district. 
The chairman also laud-

ed the team of doctors and 
DTF committee on measles 
and rubella for conducting 
sensitization and training 
at various levels in creating 
mass awareness to ensure 
cent percent vaccination in 
the district. 

He suggested for organ-
izing meetings with ad-
ministrative officers along 
with leaders of religious 
community, heads of edu-
cational institutions, wards 
and colony and NGO for 
accurate collection of data 
for the campaign.  

DV B O  Dr.  Ma n y a u 
Phom gave power point 
presentation on malaria 
elimination programme in 
India, its vision, goal, ob-
jectives, strategies, vector 
control measures, scope of 
DTF committee, role and 
responsibility of the govern-
ment agencies and depart-
ments, and activities of the 

NVBDCP to prevent, control 
and eliminate malaria. 

Dr. Meren, DIO & DPO 
(RCH & UIP), Longleng 
highlighted on sensitiza-
tion, training and other re-
lated activities carried out at 
various levels in the district 
for all sections of the society. 
He also shared problems 
and grievances faced while 
carrying out such events 
in the district and blocks 
and suggested measures to 
redress the issues.

Role and responsibility 
of government agencies, di-
rection for cleaning of stag-
nant water in the surround-
ing area and cleaning of 
water harvesting tank in the 
schools during the malaria 
season, inclusion of new of-
ficers in the DTF committee 
and utilization of angawadi 
workers, government of-
ficers and NGO in the data 
collection for MR campaign 
were discussed during the 
deliberation hour. 

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), in collaboration 
with the Indian Council 
of Agriculture Research 
(Icar), Medziphema, or-
ganised a three-day skill 
development training pro-
gramme on “crop diversi-

fication for food security 
and rural employment,” at 
St. Xavier College, Jalukie, 
for a group of selected 
students.

The training was con-
ducted by Dr. Patu K Ze-
liang along with Imliakum 
Pongener, James Kikon, 

Dr. Ebebeni, Gogoi and 
Amos Newme. 

A press release re-
ceived here informed that 
the students were empow-
ered by the knowledge and 
skills acquired and looking 
forward to follow-up pro-
grammes for practical. 

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): The NSS unit 
of ICFAI University Nagaland observed a 
Swachhta Pakhwara’ campaign from from 
Aug. 1-5 in the college.

The cleanliness drive was conducted 
at the adjoining areas of the university 
campus and neighbourhood of Sovima 
village. 

A press release from the university, 
while informing about the programme 
was held as part of the Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s nationwide campaign, 
Swachhta Pakhwara’ (fortnight cleanli-
ness) campaign, informed  that the drive 
was carried out as per the directive of the 
department of Youth Resource.

 The campaign was observed under 
the supervision of Dr. Imtinungsang 
Jamir, programme officer of the unit. He 
emphasised on the importance of the 
campaign and urged the public to keep 
their surroundings clean. 

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): Seyo-
chung administration under 
Kiphire district distributed relief 
food items, which were air-
dropped at Seyochung. The food 
items were distributed to the 
town dwellers at the Office of 
the Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Seyochung, on Aug. 12. 

According to a press release 
received from ADC Seyochung, 
Nchumbemo, altogether 338 
persons including widows, or-
phans, school students and 
needy people from neighbour-
ing villages were benefitted. 

The administration and citi-
zen of Seyochung town have 
expressed gratitude to the state 
government particularly NSD-
MA, Supply department, and 
Indian Air Force for their timely 
assistance.

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel on Tuesday said with 
the increasing social prob-
lems and issues in the Naga 
society, it must be dealt 
‘creatively and scientifi-
cally’. 

To do away with the 
issues, DC said it is pos-
sible with the committed 
students working hand in 
hand with different disci-
plines for resolutions. 

Patel was speaking at 
the 5th fresher’s day of 
North East Institute of So-
cial Sciences and Research 
as the special guest. A press 
release received here on 
Tuesday informed about 
the event.

DC encouraged the so-
cial work trainees to have 
positive approach and find 
solutions to social issues 
professionally. He also 
urged them to get con-
nected with people in the 
villages.

While expressing de-
lights to know that the 
NEISSR is having students 
from different parts of 
Northeast and from South 
India, he suggested the 
students to have exchange 
programs with other insti-
tutions. 

Director of CIHSR Dr. 
Sedevi Angami, who also 
attended the programme 
as the special guest, en-
lightened the students with 
his personal testimony. 

Organisers, administration, and students of St. Xavier’s College at Jalukie pose for a photograph after the 
training programme.

An official of the Seyochung administration handing over relief materials to affected families.

Sushil Kumar Patel, Dr.Sedevi, and Thomas Kikon with the facuty and students of NEISSR at the institute, in Dimapur.

STATE

Kohima, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
A massive landslide has 
occurred at Kigwema vil-
lage along the road con-
necting the Jakhama and 
Sakhabama army camps, 
affecting travellers, near-
by villagers, farmers and 
students. 

According to the vil-
lagers, the landslide had 
occurred a few weeks ago 
but had worsened as a 
result of the inclement 
weather.

On Tuesday, the village 
authorities of Kigwema 
including youth leaders 
inspected the affected 
area to take stock of the 
situation. There are two 
separate roads after cross-
ing the NH-2 that connect 
below Makhuma Khel of 
Kigwema: one that goes 
below the village and an-

Angami spoke about 
the importance of inter-

disciplinary approach to 
heal the social diseases. 

He advised the students 
to imbibe with values and 

principles of life. 
“Social workers need to 

other which goes through 
it, a press release  received 
here on Tueday informed.

Landslide occurred 
from above the latter, 
pushing debris down and 

completely blocking the 
other road below. Village 
authorities said the there 

was erosion on the road 
which cuts through the 
village and was gradually 
sinking, making it impos-
sible for medium to heavy 
passenger vehicles to ply. 
On Tuesday, the road was 
almost cut off completely, 
it informed.

Those who are affect-
ed the most are stated 
to be the farmers from 
neighbouring villages 
who regularly ferry their 
produce to sell in the lo-
cal markets of Kohima, as 
well as students of educa-
tional institutions in Kig-
wema and Mima villages.

It has informed that 
the district disaster man-
agement authority has 
been alerted but other 
than a site inspection, 
no other steps have been 
initiated yet.

be extra humble when they 
approach the communi-
ties that people will free 
to come to them for help”, 
he said.

He appreciated institu-
tion for introducing Peace 
and Conflict Transforma-
tion Studies which he said 
is the much needed course 
for the region.

Citing some social work 
activists Malala, Mother 
Teresa, Mahatma Gandhi, 
and Nelson Mandela, he 
encouraged the trainees to 
be the change makers in 
the society.   

Another guest of the 
event, chairman of Lotha 
Hoho Dimapur, Thomas 
Kikon, in his speech em-
phasized on the scope of 

social work in both the 
govt. and non-govt. sec-
tors. He motivated trainees 
to work for better. 

Principal of the insti-
tute, Dr. Fr. CP Anto, high-
lighted the core value integ-
rity and teaching methods 
and experiential learning of  
the the NEISSR. He wished 
the freshers a very happy 
and academically fulfilling 
journey ahead. 

Tumchobeni Kithan, 
projected the glimpses of 
NEISSR activities, achieve-
ments and potentials of the 
institute. 

On the occasion, the 
newly inducted students 
were officially welcomed by 
the final year students with 
souvenirs. 
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Dr Kilangsungla Yanger (L) with Nobel Prize Laureate Sir John Gurdon (centre) during a symposium in honour 
of Gurdon in 2014. 

Officials of NSF and Khasi Students Union pose for picture after 
commemorating the 72nd Naga Independence Day on August 14.

No dream too big in the story of life NSF commemorates Naga Independence Day

Nagas in Manipur ask for expediting Naga political issue
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug 14 : The sky 
is the limit for those who 
dream and strive for excel-
lence.  Dr. Kilangsungla 
Yanger, is one who is living 
her dreams, as a biologist 
and also as an ambassador 
of the Naga people in the 
field of biological science. 
She is one among the very 
few Naga scholars involved 
in the intricate study of cell 
and molecular regener-
ation in one of the most 
prestigious institution - The 
Harvard Medical School 
and Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston.  

In an interaction with-
Eastern Mirror, the young 
scientist shared an insight 
into her life and career. 

“I was always an inquisi-
tive kid and I had never con-
sidered pursuing biology,” 
says Yanger while saying 
that she always thought  
she would get into the field 
of engineering but fate had 
something else in store for 
her.

While giving full credit 
to her teachers and mentors 
who shaped her life, Yanger 
shared her inspiration to go 
for biology not just because 
she received a full scholar-
ship but also because of her 
father ill. 

 “I saw an interest and 
potential after my dad got 
sick after which I wanted 
to pursue medicine,” said 
Yanger. She received a full 
scholarship to study Bach-
elors Degree in Biology as a 
major at Carleton College, 
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Minnesota.
 She said that her phys-

ics teachers recommended 
her  recommended me to 
go for a fellowship at the 
Howard Hughes Medical 
Institution .

The HHMI fellowship 
ensured Dr. Yanger was to 
be an undergraduate re-
searcher who could per-
form any research in any 
lab in America. She chose 
Columbia University in New 
York where she conducted 
‘fate mapping studies’ to 
determine neural areas of 
vocal pattern generation 
in Xenopus laevis or com-

monly known as the African 
clawed frog.

 While expressing her 
experiences in the United 
States and the people that 
she met, Yanger  said that 
she was  “exposed to bril-
liant minds and people” and 
adding that as scientists you 
can have ideas but you need 
to put time and effort. 

 “You need to convince 
yourself of the research you 
are doing, if you are not con-
vinced yourself, others will 
not believe in your work,” 
she said. 

On being asked about 
one of her greatest experi-

ences in life, Dr Yanger said 
that it came it the year 2014 
when she was invited for 
a symposium to honour 
Nobel Prize winner Sir John 
Gurdon/ 

She said that it hap-
pened while she was at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
working on her PhD thesis 
on cellular and molecular 
mechanisms of liver regen-
eration and cancer. 

 She was the only stu-
dent invited to present 
her work alongside the fa-
mous ‘ Gurdon and New 
York Times’ science writer 
Nicholas Wade., said Dr. 

Yanger. 
Dr. Yanger said that 

the symposium on cellular 
reprogramming gave her 
a chance to present her 
experiment and (Patho) 
physiological reprogram-
ming in the adult liver. 

 On being asked about 
the health care scenario in 
Nagaland, Dr. Kilangsungla 
Yanger said that more re-
search institutes are needed 
in the state. 

 “Through these re-
search institutes we will 
get to know more about the 
genes of the Naga’s which 
can help a lot in the medi-
cal treatments we seek,” 
she said. During her short 
break  in her hometown, 
Dr. Yanger was also invited 
to speak at the Kohima Sci-
ence College. 

“I was encouraged to 
see student’s actively inter-
ested in science and would 
love to see these students 
catering to health care of the 
Naga’s in future, “she said 
while commenting about 
her interaction with the KSC 
students.  

 Apart from attaining 
a Ph.D at the University 
of Pennsylvania (Perel-
man School of Medicine), 
Philadelphia majoring in 
Cell and Molecular Biology, 
Cancer Biology, Yanger’s 
endless achievements  and 
contribution in the world 
include her thesis titled ‘Cel-
lular mechanisms of liver 
regeneration’ has received 
recognition and positive 
reviews. 

Dimapur,Aug. 14 (EMN): 
The Naga Students Fed-
eration (NSF) celebrated the 
72nd Naga Independence 
Day at the office of Dimapur 
Naga Students’ Union on 
Tuesday during which, Naga 
national flag was unfurled. 
The Social and Cultural 
secretary of the NSF, Deivi 
informed that the Khasi 
Students’ Union (KSU) gen-
eral secretary, Donald V 
Thabah, who was the guest 
speaker.
Affirmed that the NSF 
and KSU will continue to 
strive for brotherhood and 
strengthen its existing bond .

Referring to the Naga 
struggle for independence, 
he said that he was sad-
dened at the ignorance of 
the present generation who 
knows nothing about the 
history of the Naga struggle. 
He also suggested that Naga 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 14: To commemo-
rate the Naga Independence Day 
on Aug. 14, representatives from 
33 villages in the Western Tang-
khul Naga Region participated 
in a walkathon today at Somdal 
village in Manipur. About 700 par-
ticipants turned up at the rally with 
on theme “Expedite Framework 
Agreement”. 

The walkathon was organised 
by the Naga Youth Locomotion 
for Peace (NYLFP), a platform for 
the Tangkhul Naga where they can 
come together and voice out the 

aspiration in unison. 
Speaking to Eastern Mirror over 

telephone, the co-convener of 
NYLFP, Ningkhanngam Khamrang, 
said, “Since time immemorial, Na-
gas have their own unique history 
and rights. However, these rights 
have been suppressed by India for 
such a long time. And today, we 
should stand up and fight for our 
rights.”

 The president of Tangkhul Naga 
Long, Weapon Zimik, spoke at the 
event. He said: “we (Nagas) hope 
the conclusion will come very soon”.  
He added, “we want to live and walk 

with India together; that is why 
Framework Agreement is in the 
process and we need to expedite the 
solution”.  Further, he recounted the 
years when the British divided the 
Naga boundary into many parts. 
He stated that “the Britishers were 
the greatest enemy of the Nagas be-
cause they divided us into Myanmar 
Nagas, Arunachal Nagas, Assam 
Nagas, and Manipur Nagas.”   

Meanwhile, the NYLFP said in a 
statement that the main objective of 
the rally was to re-affirm to live as a 
Naga Nation under one administra-
tive umbrella and to show solidarity 

with the ongoing Indo-Naga peace 
process. 

“While extending support to 
the historic Framework Agreement 
signed between the GOI and the 
Nagas, we prayed that the final 
solution be brought at the earliest,” 
it said.

The prticipants of the walka-
thon pledged to live in peace and 
harmony with their neighbouring 
communities and urged upon 
them to support the political 
aspiration of the Nagas, keeping 
in view the long suffering of the 
Nagas and its inherent rights. 

struggle should be a part 
of the school curriculum 
and be studied as a history 
subject.  

Speaking about the 
indifferent attitude of the 
mainland towards the 
Northeast, Thabah lament-
ed  that they hardly know 
the culture of the Northeast 
people. “They want us to 
assimilate and that is unac-
ceptable,” he maintains. 

Encouraging the Naga 

nationalism, he said, “log 
drums were beaten earlier 
to announce new develop-
ments like an attack from 
the enemy, now they are 
being beaten to echo in the 
ears of the people and to 
invoke in them the spirit of 
Naga nationalism, broth-
erhood amongst various 
tribes, sacrifice for the sake 
of the homeland, and to 
etch a better future genera-
tion.” 
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‘Development of North East 
Circuit’ inaugurated in Manipur

Karbi organisations to 
boycott Independence Day

Parl. secys in Arunachal lose posts after guv. order

Tripura CM 
urges people to 
shun narcotics

Gogoi slams Modi for silence 
over rape case against minister

Railway staffs to be awarded 
on Independence Day 

Security beefed up in Assam, Nagaland, 
Meghalaya for Independence Day

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 14:  The 
‘Development of North 
East Circuit: Imphal and 
Khongjom’, the first project 
under centre’s Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme, was in-
augurated at the historic 
Kangla in the heart of Im-
phal town on Tuesday.

Manipur Governor Dr 
Najma Heptulla, Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh 
and Union Minister of 
state for Tourism (Inde-
pendent Charge) KJ Al-
phons and Manipur min-
isters Th Biswajit, Karam 
Shyam, Letpao Haokip, 
Th Shyamkumar, Losii 
Dikho, V. Hangkhanlian, 
Nemcha Kipgen, Tourism 
Corporation of Manipur 
Ltd Chairman Dr Sapam 
Ranjan attended the inau-
gural function.

MLAs and high ranking 
officials of the government 
of India and government 
of Manipur also attended 
the function.

In her speech at the 
function, Governor Dr 
Heptulla maintained that 
thousands of tourists vis-
it France to witness the 

Manipur Governor Dr Najma Heptulla unveiling the monolith of ‘Development of North East Circuit: Imphal 
and Khongjom’ along with Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh and others on Tuesday, Aug. 14 in Imphal.

(DIPR)
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Leaders of various associations and committees seen during a press conference on Tuesday.

  Mirror Crossword 1909suD0ku 1749
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Spelling or bumble
 4. Daybreak
 8. Dissipate
 12. A slight but often persistent 

bodily disorder or disease
 13. A slight elevation where the 

malleus attaches to the eardrum
 14. At the peak
 15. More bubbly
 17. The chief solid component of 

mammalian urine
 18. Plaintive cries of sheep
 19. Spanish for “Hand”
 21. Come to the surface
 23. Athletic competitions
 26. Thick piece of something
 29. Having a sharp cutting edge
 31. Chest muscle (slang)
 32. Skirted
 33. The bill in a restaurant
 34. Flowers
 36. “Auld lang ____”
 37. Infections
 38. Tear down
 40. Strong woody fibers
 42. Most scarce
 46. Sir in Asia
 48. Engluts
 50. Spanish for “This”
 51. Missing soldiers
 52. A shag rug made in Sweden
 53. Bambi was one
 54. Bolivian river
 55. Prefix denoting “in a” 

 DOWN
 1. Supports trestletree
 2. Month of the Hebrew calendar
 3. Czech River
 4. Many
 5. Negligence
 6. Relative Biological Effectiveness
 7. Convention
 8. Animals

 9. Cruelty
 10. Female deer
 11. Environmental 

Protection Agency 

 16. Makes an object hard to 
remove

 20. Dry
 22. Go in
 24. Welsh for John
 25. The compass point that 

is one point east of 
southeast

 26. Resorts
 27. Tonight Show host Jay 

____
 28. Embitter
 30. Assisted baby delivery
 32. An Indian unit of length
 35. More nasty
 36. Withered
 39. Athapaskan

 41. Grave
 43. Wyatt ____ of the OK 

Corral
 44. An infection of the 

sebaceous gland of the 
eyelid

 45. Czar
 46. ___ Turner of CNN
 47. An established custom or 

practice
 49. Engage in a contest

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1748
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war memorials. Similar 
number of tourists would 
also come to Imphal if the 
the capital city of Imphal 
is made a tourist destina-
tion. In World War-II, two 
fiercest and significant 
battles were fought - one 
in France where Hitler was 
defeated and another in 
Imphal/Kohima, she said. 
Moreover, Indian National 

Army flag was hoisted for 
the first time on the Indi-
an soil at Moirang during 
World War-II.

At the same time Ma-
nipur is the birthplace of 
modern polo and Nat San-
kirtana had been included 
in the UNESCO’s Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, she said. Ima 
market, which has around 

4000 women vendors, is 
the largest women’s mar-
ket in the world. 

In terms of connectiv-
ity, the governor said that 
several airline companies 
had introduced direct 
flights between Imphal 
and New Delhi.

On the other hand 
Tourism Minister Alphons 
said that the North East 

Guwahati/Kohima, Aug. 
14 (PTI): Security has 
been beefed up in Assam, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya 
to ensure peaceful and 
violence free Independ-
ence day celebrations to-
morrow.

Assam Director Gener-
al of Police Kuladhar Saikia 
today said a multi-layer 
security arrangement has 
been put in place across 
parade grounds after re-
ceiving inputs of militant 
movements on the eve of 
Independence Day.

“We have got inputs of 
militant movements in few 
districts, mostly the border 
ones with other states. 
The district SPs have been 
asked to give organised 
multi-layered security sys-
tem in and around the pa-
rade grounds in the state,” 
Saikia told PTI here.

The police has identi-

fied the vulnerable areas 
and extra emphasis have 
been given on those loca-
tions, he added.

“I have also spoken 
to my counterparts in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Na-
galand and Manipur on 
possible militant move-
ments along the inter-
state borders.

We have decided to 
carry out joint patrolling 
by forces of the states in 
the border districts on 
both sides,” Saikia said.

The Independence 
Day will be centrally cel-
ebrated in Assam at the 
Veterinary College Play-
ground, Khanapara in the 
state capital. 

In Nagaland security 
has been beefed in the 
state for the peaceful cel-
ebration of the Independ-
ence Day tomorrow.

We have made ade-

quate security arrange-
ment throughout the state 
for the peaceful celebra-
tion, Additional Director 
General of Police (Law 
and Order), Nagaland, R P 
Kikon told PTI today.

He said security along 
inter-state and Indo-My-
anmar border, especially 
in Mon district sector have 
also been enhanced in 
coordination with the se-
curity forces to restrain 
the movement of armed 
underground cadres.

“We are not taking 
any risk, but sensitised 
all the Superintendent 
of Police of the districts 
and sounded high alert 
along the inter-state and 
international border to 
prevent any move to sab-
otage the celebrations,” 
the ADGP said. Megha-
laya’s officiating Direc-
tor General of Police Ra-

ghavendra Awasthi said, 
“We have made necessary 
security arrangements 
for the peaceful celebra-
tion of Independence Day 
throughout the state.” 

In the Meghalaya cap-
ital, elaborate arrange-
ment has been made to 
make the Independence 
Day celebration a grand 
success, East Khasi Hills 
Deputy Commissioner P S 
Dkhar said.

District SP Davis Ma-
rak said security has been 
beefed up in the entire 
state capital and addi-
tional forces have been 
deployed as per require-
ments. Special check 
points have also been 
set up across the 10-km 
city diameter with police 
erecting check points ‘na-
kas’ at various entries and 
exits from the city centre, 
he said.

Itanagar, Aug. 14 (PTI): All 23 par-
liamentary secretaries in Arunachal 
Pradesh have lost their positions 
with Governor Brig (Retd) Dr B D 
Mishra yesterday issuing an order in 
this direction, a senior official said 
today.

The governor, in its order, said 
“23 members of Arunachal Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly shall cease to 
be parliamentary secretaries”, in line 
with the directions of the Itanagar 
Permanent Bench of Gauhati High 

Court, Chief Secretary Satya Gopal 
said.

A High Court bench comprising 
Justice Monojit Bhuyan and Jus-
tice Rumi Kumari Phukon, while 
closing a PIL filed by one Kyoda 
Ram, pronounced the Arunachal 
Pradesh Parliamentary Secretaries 
(Appointment, Salaries, Allowanc-
es and Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2007 as ‘unconstitutional’ on 
July 25, citing a Supreme Court 
judgment of 2017.

The apex court, while disposing 
of a writ petition filed in 2006 by Bi-
malangshu Roy against the passage 
of Assam Parliamentary Secretaries 
(Appointment, Salaries, Allowances 
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
by the then Congress government 
in the state, had stated that Article 
194 “does not expressly authorize 
the state legislature to create such 
an office, and that the Assam legis-
lature lacks the competence to make 
the act”.

Guwahati, Aug. 14 (IANS): Former Assam 
Chief Minister and Congress leader Tarun 
Gogoi on Tuesday questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on his silence 
over the rape case against Union Minister 
Rajen Gohain.

“The Prime Minister talks about ‘Beti 
bachao’. However, we need to save our 
daughters from BJP leaders. 

How can the railway passengers feel 
safe when the Minister of State for Rail-
ways (Gohain) is involved in rape,” Gogoi 
told the media.

“A case stands registered against the 
Minister but Modi and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party are silent over the issue,” Gogoi 
said, adding that crime against women 
had increased across the state during the 
two-year BJP rule in Assam.

Why does the Minister not deny 
that the voice on an audio clipping of a 
phone call is not his,” Gogoi tweeted on 
Tuesday. A woman from Nagaon district 
had on August 2 lodged an FIR against 
Gohain for allegedly raping her and her 
sister on the pretext of providing them 
jobs.  The woman had later submitted a 
letter to police that she wanted to with-

draw her complaint. The case against 
Gohain was however registered.

An audio recording had later gone 
viral on Whatsapp, wherein the Minister 
reportedly threatened her husband with 
dire consequences.

Lok Sabha MP from Silchar and All 
India Mahila Congress chief Sushmita 
Deb also slammed the Minister.

“How can he continue as the Union 
Minister? He (Gohain) must resign till the 
inquiry is over. 

The audio clipping also makes it clear 
that he has misused his powers to silence 
the complainant and her family,” Deb 
said while appealing to Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal to take action as the 
state Home Minister in the matter.

Deb also warned of a statewide agita-
tion against Gohain if the victims were 
not given justice. 

“For now, we are not undertaking 
any major protest since work related to 
the National Register of Citizens is on 
and Section 144 of the CrPC has been 
imposed.  However, if no action is taken 
against Gohain, we will launch a mass 
agitation,” the Congress leader added.

has been neglected for a 
long time. However, the 
North East States and par-
ticularly Manipur is finally 
taking off towards devel-
opment with the coming 
of new governments at 
the centre and the state. 
Stating that 2017 was a 
very good year for tourism 
sector of the country, the 
Minister said that India 
is now one of the fastest 
growing tourism econo-
mies of the world.

In his speech, Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh 
appealed to the people of 
the state for creating an 
environment conducive 
for the growth of tourism 
sector.

Biren also expressed 
hope that completion of 
the project would attract 
more visitors and cater to 
the needs of travellers who 
wish to learn more about 
the history of the old king-
dom of Manipur, inform-
ing that the State Govern-
ment had submitted new 
proposals for potential 
projects which can be 
taken up under Swadesh 
Darshan 2018-19.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug. 14: Hills State Demand 
Committee (HSDC), Karbi Students 
Association (KSA-Simeon Rongphar), 
Students Youth for Justice (SYJ), Karbi 
Nimso Chingthur Asong (KNCA) and 
United Karbi Youth Association (UKYA) 
have opposed the 72nd Independence 
Day celebration on August 15, as without 
granting the Autonomous State for Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao under Article 
244 (A) of the constitution the celebration 
will be incomplete.

In a press conference held here at 
the HSDC office on Tuesday, the HSDC 
general secretary Laichan Engleng said, 
“Without granting Autonomous State for 
the people of the hill districts of Karbi An-
glong and Dima Hasao under Article 244 
(A) of the constitution, it would be incom-
plete and the HSDC including the KSA, 
SYJ, KNCA and UKYA have boycotted the 

celebration on August 15.”
Laichan further told that the constitu-

tion has given equal rights and oppor-
tunities for all communities and tribes, 
but for Karbis and Dimasas the hill tribes 
living in Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao 
are still being deprived. 

The Article 244 (A) enshrined in the 
constitution for granting of Autonomous 
State has been provided, but still after 
more than three decades of mass move-
ment for achieving the Autonomous State 
it has not been granted. This is neglect by 
parties in power at the central govern-
ment.

While KSA President Simeon Rong-
phar also said it’s a constitutional right 
and should be made for the hill tribes of 
Assam. Until the Autonomous State is 
granted or fulfill will get full freedom for 
the hill people and Independence Day 
will be meaningful for them.

Agartala, Aug. 14 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb today 
urged the people of the 
state to shun narcotics.

“Our slogan of nesha 
mukt (addiction free) 
Tripura can be realised 
if people dont use drugs 
and adopt Rabindra San-
geet, modern songs, dance 
competition, boat race, 
football, sports competi-
tion,” he said while ad-
dressing a gathering at 
a blood donation camp 
here.

He alleged that the pre-
vious Left Front govern-
ment led youths towards 
addiction and drugs in 
their 25 years of rule in 
Tripura.

Deb claimed most 
road accidents in Tripura 
are due to drug addiction 
as police reports suggest 
many youths had used eu-
phoric drugs before driv-
ing vehicles.

The chief minister said 
his government would 
change the state capital 
Agartala into a smart city 
in next two years.

Deb stressed on timely 
completion of projects 
under Agartala Smart City 
Mission including public 
WiFi services, smart bus 
stops, pump houses, four 
lane roads and asked of-
ficials to engage expert 
agencies from other states.

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
Railway staffs whose out-
standing performance 
led to avoidance of train 
accidents during the 
last few months will be 
awarded by the General 
Manager Sanjive Roy, N.F. 
Railway on Independ-
ence Day. 

According to a press 
release issued by the chief 
public relations officer, 
N.F. Railway in Maligaon, 

Dwarika Gupta, Ka-
ran Das, Robin Chandra 
Nath, Rupak Nath, Jay 
Ram, Hari Prasad Roy, 
Keshav Kaushik, Mith-
un Biswas, Rupesh Roy, 

Kaushal Kumar, Randhi 
Linga Raju, Bablu Kumar, 
and Iswar Rao will be 
awarded on Independ-
ence Day for their valu-
able service in prevent-
ing major accidents and 
helping in apprehending 
culprits involved in vari-
ous crimes.



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

PFUTSERO: NAGALAND
No. Jud-4/SC/2014/896  Dated Pfro, the 13th August 2018

NOTICE 
Whereas, KAVINE DENUH D/o Lt. NGUCHULO, Mali, Horticulture 

Research Farm, Pfutsero Town has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925 to draw the 
Family Pension, Service benefits, etc belonging to Lt. NGUCHULO, 
of Tsuphume Village, Phek District residing in 5th Mile Model Village, 
Dimapur who expired on 07.01.2018. 

Therefore, notice is hereby issued inviting any claims and 
objections from the public pertaining to the above mentioned property 
and the same to be submitted to the office of the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Pfutsero, within a period of 30 days from the date of 
issue of this notice. In the event of this office not receiving any claims 
and objections within the stipulated time, Succession Certificate will 
be issued to the applicant as prayed for Sd/- 

(ZENEIKHONUO VIMERO) 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 

Pfutsero D-5872

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRA 
(SILVER COLOR)

Name: Manoj E. Prabhakar
Regd. No: NL 07 M 2200

Engine No: U3S5COEE464560
Chassis No: 

ME3U3S5CEE464560
Address: H.No.434, TL 

Building Razhuphe Industrial 
Village

D.C. Court in Dimapur
Lost Date: 19/07/2018
Phn No: 9436275461

LOST NOTICE

D
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D-5870

AFFIDAVIT
(FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF WIDOWS OF DISEASED SOLDIERS AND CHANGE OF 
NAME OF WIVES OF VETERANS AND SERVING SOLDIERS.
1. I, Luheli Sema is legally wedded spouse on 4367855M Rank L/Hav Name Hekuto 

Sema presently residing at Xuivi Sumi, H/No.322, Ward.10, Chumukedima, 
Dimapur-797103, Nagaland. do hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as 
follows:- 

(a) That I have change my name from Luheli Sema to Luheli Sumi due to service record 
name. That my date of birth is 10th Oct 1989 (Ten October Nineteen Eighty Nine).

(b) That, I am producing this affidavit for the purpose of evidence for name.
(c) That both names Luheli Sema and Luheli Sumi pertain to one and the same 

person.
(d) That, I shall at all times hereafter in all records, deeds and writing and in all 

proceeding dealing with transactions, private as well as under all occasion what so 
ever be known as only Luhheli Sumi.

(e) That what is stated above is true and correct to best of my knowledge information 
and belief. Nothing material had been concealed there from.

Deponent
VERIFICATION

I, the Deponent above named, do hereby solemnly declare and verify that the 
contents of the above Affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and nothing has been concealed or suppressed there from.
D.K. NAGI
NOTARY PUBLIC

Regd. No.585/18 Dt: 13.8.18

D-5871

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti NUPALI SUMI, W/o Army No. 4371819, L/Nk. TUNAVI .X. SUMI 
presently residing at Vill. Surumi, P.O. Zunheboto, Dist Zunheboto, State Nagaland, 
do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:-
1. That, I am a bonafide and law abiding citizen of India and resident of the above 

mentioned address.
2. That, I use my name in various ways and is entered and recorded in several 

ways as such “NUPALI SWU” in my husband Official records, whereas my 
correct and official name is “NUPALI SUMI”.

3. That, the aforesaid names are my names only and are referred to one and the 
same person.

4. That, I have sworn this affidavit to declare that “NUPALI SUMI” and “NUPALI 
SWU” are my name only and further to declare that I shall use my name as 
“NUPALI SUMI” in my future correspondence and records.

5. That the content of this affidavit from para (1) to (4) are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed 
therein.

All I have signed this affidavit on this 6th day of August 2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland
Deponent

Solemnly affirmed and declared before me
KIMONGTHUNG LOTHA
NOTARY PUBLIC

Regd. No. M 219   Date: 06.08.2018

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(HIGH COURT OF ASSAM: NAGALAND: MIZORAM & ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
I.A.No.71 (K)/2018

arising out of
MAC Appeal No.17 (K)/2018

Oriental Insurance Company Limited ………… Appellant
           -Versus -
Shri Imkongtemsu & 2 Ors  ........... Respondents
To,

(1) Shri Imkongtemsu,
    Resident of Lengrijan,
 West P.S
 Dimapur, Nagaland

(2) Shri Chrielezo Bio,
 Nagabazaar
 Kohima, Nagaland.
 (Owner of  Maruti Car No.NL-01-1969)

(3)Shri B.Nungsang Ao,
 S/o Moasangba,
 Changtia Village,
 Mokokchung, Nagaland.
 (Driver of  Maruti Car No.NL-01/1969)

    …….. Respondents
Notice

Please, take notice that the above appeal has been filed by the 
Appellant (Oriental Insurance Company Limited), wherein you 
have been impleaded as Respondents No.1, 2 & 3.

You are therefore requested to appear before this Hon’ble 
Court on 07/09/18 in person or by YOUR pleader fully 
instructed and able to answer all materials proceedings relating 
to the appeal

Take Notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned above, the appeal will be heard and determined in 
your absence

Signed and sealed by Order of this Court on this 03rd day of 
August, 2018

Deputy Registrar (Judl.)
Gauhati High Court

Kohima Bench

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(HIGH COURT OF ASSAM: NAGALAND: MIZORAM & ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
I.A.No.72 (K)/2018

arising out of
MAC Appeal No.18 (K)/2018

Oriental Insurance Company Limited ………… Appellant
           -Versus –
Shri Subongmeren & 2 Ors                ……….. Respondents
To,

(1)  Shri Subongmeren,
      Resident of Lengrijan,
      West P.S
      Dimapur, Nagaland

(2)  Shri Chrielezo Bio,
      Nagabazaar
      Kohima, Nagaland.
      (Owner of Maruti Car No.NL-01-1969)

(3)  Shri B.Nungsang Ao,
      S/o Moasangba,
      Changtia Village,
      Mokokchung, Nagaland.
      (Driver of Maruti Car No.NL-01/1969)
       

…….. Respondents
Notice

Please, take notice that the above appeal has been filed by the 
Appellant (Oriental Insurance Company Limited), wherein you 
have been impleaded as Respondents No.1, 2 & 3.

You are therefore requested to appear before this Hon’ble 
Court on 07/09/18 in person or by YOUR pleader fully 
instructed and able to answer all materials proceedings relating 
to the appeal

Take Notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned above, the appeal will be heard and determined in 
your absence

Signed and sealed by Order of this Court on this 03rd day of 
August, 2018

Deputy Registrar (Judl.)
Gauhati High Court

Kohima BenchDG-765 DG-764

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NOTIFICATION

NO. DTE/ ESTT-2/ 1/ 2016/17: This is to notify to all the candidates who were selected 
based on NEET-2018 merit for undergoing MBBS & BDS courses and decided to wait 
for Central Pool seats are hereby informed that the spot counseling will be held on 
21st August, 2018 at 11:00 A.M. in the Conference Hall of the Directorate of Technical 
Education. The Department has received 30 MBBS & 3 BDS seats under Central Pool 
(GOI). Furthermore, since the Department have received 2 more additional seats of 
MBBS over and above the anticipated 51 seats, 2 (two) more candidates against the 
Central Pool seats are selected based on NEET-2018 merit and invited for the Spot 
Counseling on account of 2 (two) candidates who have opted against the two MBBS 
seats allotted under Directorate of Medical Education, Govt. of Assam.
The two additional selected candidates based on NEET Merit 2018 are given below:
Name Course NEET Marks Tribe
1.  VIPITOLI H KIHO MBBS 212 SUMI
2.  IMLIBENLA T LONGKUMER MBBS 212 AO
1. Candidate failing to attend the Spot Counseling on the said date shall forfeit His/ 

Her candidature and the seat will be allotted to the next candidate based on NEET 
merit 2018.

2. Candidates whose documents are under re-verification by District Administrations 
must submit a report to the office of the undersigned on or before 20th August, 
2018, failing which they will not be allowed to attend the Spot Counseling.

3. The list of Medical Institutes on the seats allotted under central Pool may be seen in 
the website of dte.nagaland.gov.in and Office Notice Board.

 (ER. ARJUN SINGH)
Director
Issued by DIPRKG-2731

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER  

KOHIMA : NAGALAND
Dated, Kohima the 10th Aug .2018

NO.PER/MISC/18/2012//1758   In partial modification to the 
notification NO.PER/MISC/18/2012//941, Dated, Kohima the 9th Oct. 2017 and 
with a view to further strengthen the ILP system and check the movement of 
illegal Immigrants, the following documents and criteria will be followed in 
issuing ILP with immediate effect.
1. Recent Colour Passport Size photograph of the Applicant and Guarantor - 2 

nos.
2. l.D Proof (Required from both Applicant and Guarantor) - Indian Passport, 

Aadhaar Card, PAN Card, EPIC, Govt. l.D Card.
3. PRC issued by Deputy Commissioners Office of the respective Home 

Districts for residents of Assam.
4. Character Antecedent Certificate issued by the Superintendent of Police of 

respective Home District for residents of Assam.
5. Photocopy of Page from the Draft NRC Roll showing the particulars of the 

applicant, duly certified and attested by the concerned Area Administrative 
Officer, for residents of Assam.

6. Renewal of ILP will require surrender of previous ILP issued by this office.
7. ILP applications without required documents, detailed address and mobile 

contact of both Guarantor and Applicant will be rejected.

(RAJESH SOUNDARARAJAN) IAS
Deputy Commissioner

Kohima : Nagaland
KG-2738
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Lower food prices ease 
India’s WPI to 5.09% in July 

Flipkart shuts 
eBay India 
operations

New concession model for greenfield airports proposed

Workshops on measles-rubella campaign

Equity indices end in green as 
wholesale inflation eases India’s tea production fell by around 4% in June

Bengaluru, Aug.  14 
(IANS):  Leading e-tailer 
Flipkart on Tuesday shut 
its eBay India operations, 
three months after US re-
tail giant Walmart bought 
a 77 per cent stake in it for 
$16 billion.

Announcing the end 
of its operations, the eBay 
India website read: “Sorry, 
you can no longer transact 
on eBay.in. But not to wor-
ry, Flipkart will introduce a 
brand-new shopping ex-
perience soon.”

While eBay has closed 
its India website for taking 
any new orders, it has set 
August 30 as the last date 
for buyers to raise claims 
for transactions done to 
date.

Earlier on July 26, eBay 
India, which allows both 
businesses and consumers 
to sell their goods through 
the site, had asked all its 
sellers to delist products 
which were worth less 
than Rs 250 and more than 
Rs 8,000.

Flipkart, however, did 
not respond to questions 
by IANS on the details 
of the new website to be 
launched.

The Bengaluru-based 
Flipkart in 2017 acquired 
eBay India’s operations in 
a $1.4 billion fund-raising 
deal from several inves-
tors, including eBay, which 
invested $500 million 
and received $200 million 
worth stocks in Flipkart.

With Walmart acquir-
ing a majority stake (77 per 
cent) in Flipkart in a $16 
billion (Rs 1,07,662 crore) 
deal in May this year, Cali-
fornia-based eBay had an-
nounced that it would sell 
its stake in Flipkart back 
to the company for about 
$1.1 billion and relaunch 
its India business soon.

“The company plans to 
relaunch eBay India with a 
differentiated offer to fo-
cus initially on the cross-
border trade opportunity,” 
eBay had said in a state-
ment earlier.

Founded in 1995, eBay 
forayed into the Indian 
market in 2004.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS):  In a bid to 
make the airport sector more attrac-
tive to investors, the government on 
Tuesday proposed shifting from the 
current revenue sharing model to a 
fixed aeronautical yield model based 
on the number of passengers for 
greenfield airports.

“The present model is revenue 
sharing... The new model will be 

based on passengers entering the air-
port. This will be the most transparent 
method. With new technology, the 
headcount is far more easier,” Civil 
Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu said.

Sharing the draft of the new Mod-
el Concession Agreement (MCA) for 
greenfield airports which will be open 
for public consultation till September 
14, Prabhu said the government was 

trying to remove regulatory hurdles 
and make the system transparent and 
predictable. 

“We want the model extremely 
transparent and something which will 
not be subject to any controversy... 
The new regime would mean that the 
successful dealer will have to provide 
facilities which will be pre-deter-
mined in terms of quality,” he added.

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
A workshop about Mea-
sles-Rubella (MR) vac-
cination campaign was 
conducted on Monday at 
Council Hall in Mon.

Resource persons 
spoke on the importance 
of vaccination, role of 
auxiliary nurse midwife-
ry (ANM), anganwadi 
workers, and accredited 
social health activists 
(ASHA).

Zunheboto:  Sensiti-
sation training for ASHAs 
and AWWs on measles-
rubellavaccination cam-
paign under Zunheboto 
Sadar and Pughoboto 

block was held on Aug. 
13.

Dr. Alemwabang Aier, 
DPO (RCH & UIP), Zun-
heboto, highlighted the 
objectives of the work-
shop and motivated the 
participants to work with 
dedication and sincerity 
for the campaign. 

He explained about 
the AEFI treatment/ 
management during MR 
campaign. He talked on 
vaccination sites includ-
ing injection safety and 
waste management dur-
ing the campaign.

District Media Officer 
Shekho Sophie, informed 

the participants on 
country update, elimina-
tion strategies and basic 
strategies operational 
plan the campaign and 
communication plan. 

Importance of advo-
cacy with the stakehold-
ers and social mobilisa-
tion, capacity building of 
community and media 
management were also 
discussed.

Dr. Visavotuo Sachu, 
MO (dental surgeon), 
and Vihuto Wotsa, BPM 
Pughoboto block, were 
the resource persons 
during the workshop in 
Pughoboto CHC.

Mumbai, Aug . 14 (IANS):  
Easing wholesale infla-
tion lifted the key Indian 
equity indices on Tues-
day with the benchmark 
S&P BSE Sensex rising 
over 200 points.

According to mar-
ket observers, healthy 
buying activity was wit-
nessed in healthcare, 
banking and auto stocks.

India’s annual rate 
of inflation based on 
wholesale prices eased 
to 5.09 per cent in July 
from a rise of 5.77 per 
cent in June, official data 
showed on Tuesday.

At 3:30 p.m, the wider 
Nifty 50 on the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) 
provisionally closed at 
11,435.10 points, higher 
79.35 points or 0.70 per 
cent from the previous 
close.

Kolkata, Aug.  14 (IANS):  
India’s estimated tea pro-
duction fell by around 4 
per cent to 142.7 million 
kg in June from 148.4 mil-
lion kg produced in the 
year-ago month, data 
from the Tea Board India 
showed on Tuesday.

According to the pro-
visional data, tea exports 
during the January-June 
period were up by about 
4.5 per cent to 112.05 mil-
lion kg as against 107.19 
million kg exported in the 
year-ago period. In value 
terms, exports during the 
first half of the current 
calendar year were at Rs 
2,177.08 crore as com-
pared to Rs 2,091.75 crore 
in the corresponding pe-
riod last year.

Estimated production 
data suggested that the 
fall in absolute terms dur-
ing June was due to a drop 
in crop production both 
in north and south India.

In north India, Assam’s 
estimated production for 
the month, however, in-
creased to 76.73 million 

kg as compared to 70.48 
million kg produced in the 

corresponding month of 
2017 while West Bengal’s 
production for the month 
stood at 40.86 million kg, 
down from 47.79 million 
kg produced in the same 
month of last year.

Taking Assam, West 
Bengal and the others to-
gether, the estimated crop 
production during June 

in north India decreased 
marginally to 120.18 mil-

lion kg as against 121.39 
million kg produced in 
June 2017.

In south India, includ-
ing Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Karnataka, the tea 
production was at 22.52 
million kg in June as 
against 27.01 million kg 
produced in the same 
month last year.

However, on the ex-
port front, tea shipments 

to the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) 
countries, including Rus-
sia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan 
and others, were at 28.74 
million kg in the January-
June period of 2018, down 
from 31.22 million kg in 
the same period of last 
year.

Exports to the UK at 

4.69 million kg remained 
stagnant in the period un-
der review, as against 4.68 
million kg exported in the 
year-ago period while ex-
ports at 4.12 million kg to 
Germany during the peri-
od were down marginally 
from 4.28 million kg ex-
ported in the correspond-
ing months of 2017.

However, tea exports 
to Iran went up to 12.11 
million kg in the period 
under review, up by about 
11 per cent from 10.91 
million kg in the year-ago 
period.

As much as 6.69 mil-
lion kg of tea was shipped 
out to Egypt during the 
first six months of the cur-
rent year, up from 4.03 
million kg in the year-ago 
period.

Tea exports to neigh-
bouring Pakistan stood at 
7.19 million kg in the peri-
od, as against 4.82 million 
kg exported in the corre-
sponding months of 2017.

India’s tea exports to 
China during the period 
were up at 4.41 million kg.

BUSINESS / STATE

New Delhi, Aug.  14 (IANS): 
Lower prices of food items 
and primary goods deceler-
ated the rise in India’s an-
nual rate of inflation based 
on wholesale prices to 5.09 
per cent in July from 5.77 
per cent in June, official data 
showed on Tuesday.

The data on Wholesale 
Price Index (WPI) furnished 
by the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry showed 
that the rate of inflation had 
increased to 1.88 per cent 
during the corresponding 
month in 2017.

“Build up inflation rate 
in the financial year so far 
was 2.92 per cent compared 
to a build up rate of 0.62 per 
cent in the corresponding 
period of the previous year,” 
the Ministry said in its re-
view statement.

On a sequential basis, 
the expenses on primary 
articles, which constitute 
22.62 per cent of the WPI’s 
total weightage, inched up 
by 1.73 per cent, from an 
increase of 5.30 per cent in 
June 2018.

Similarly, the prices of 

food articles dipped. The 
category has a weightage 
of 15.26 per cent in the WPI 
index. It deflated by (-) 2.16 
per cent from a rise of 1.80 
per cent.

However, the cost of 
fuel and power category, 
which commands a 13.15 
per cent weightage in the 
index, increased at a faster 
pace of 18.10 per cent from 
a growth of 16.18 per cent.

In addition, expenses 
on manufactured products 
registered a rise of 4.26 per 
cent from 4.17 per cent.

On a year-on-year (YoY) 
basis, onion prices soared 
higher by 38.82 per cent 
and for potatoes by 74.28 
per cent.

In contrast, the over-
all vegetable prices in July 
declined by 14.07 per cent, 
against a rise of 22.01 per 
cent in the same month a 
year ago.

Further, the data re-
vealed that wheat became 
dearer by 6.31 per cent on 
a YoY basis and the prices 
of pulses came down by 
17.03 per cent, but paddy 

became expensive by 3.96 
per cent.

The prices of protein-
based food items such as 
eggs, meat and fish became 
marginally higher by 0.87 
per cent during the month.

The sub-category of 
manufactured food prod-
ucts registered a rise of 1.74 
per cent.

Fuel-wise, the price of 
high-speed diesel rose by 
22.84 per cent on a YoY basis 
while that of petrol climbed 
by 20.75 per cent and LPG 
by 31.68 per cent.

The 30-scrip BSE 
Sensex provisionally 
closed at 37,852 points, 
higher 207.10 points 
or 0.55 per cent from 
the previous close of 
37644.90 points.

It touched an intra-
day high of 37,932.40 
points and a low of 

37,689.71 points.
The top gainers on 

the Sensex were Sun 
Pharma, Yes Bank, ICICI 
Bank, Axis Bank and Re-
liance Industries, while 
the major losers were 
Hero Moto Corp, L&T, 
Adani Ports, Tata Motors 
(DVR) and Bharti Airtel.



6

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DIMAPUR, WEDNESDAY ,  AUGUST 15 ,  2018 

EastErn Mirror

Celebrating Independence  
From What?

W
ithin a few hours from now India will turn 
72. It is surely a moment of joy and pride, 
and one to cherish. At the same time, it is 
a moment for introspection too. At least on 

Independence Day we should think about how much 
we have progressed and what we shall have to improve. 
This is necessary because without proper introspection, 
the nation will not be able to march forward. That is real 
patriotism. Patriotism does not mean sweeping every 
problem under the carpet.

There is no denying that the problems in the country 
are many even after seven decades of having attained 
independence. A horrific incident was reported from 
Maharashtra, on the eve of Independence Day that a girl 
had died after taking iron pills, which was given to her 
by her school. What is more worrying is that 129 other 
girls, also from the same school, took ill along with the 
girl. They had to be taken to the hospital. Some of them 
were discharged after treatment while some others are 
still being treated. It is evident from the happenings that 
the iron pills that were given to the girls to ‘strengthen 
their health’ were poison actually. 

It is not difficult to understand what went wrong. As 
usual, keeping the nature of a ‘welfare state’ in mind, the 
Maharashtra government had launched a programme 
to provide iron pills to schools to counter malnutrition. 
In accordance with government regulations, tenders 
were called. Some iron pill manufacturers and middle-
men expressed their willingness to supply it. Everything 
was right till that point. The problem occurred when, 
after being asked to supply the pills, the unscrupulous 
businessman adopted unfair means to double his prof-
it. So, he bribed dishonest officials, and the quality of 
the pill was not at all checked. The desire to make more 
money snatched the girl from us.

Our leaders often talk about Indian pluralism, cor-
ruption or accuse other countries of bloodshed and un-
rest. Yet, even after 24 hours of the girl’s death, not a sin-
gle leader from any political party visited the girl’s home. 
Not a single statement was issued expressing grief with 
the family; no compensation was announced. From the 
reaction of our political parties and its leaders, it would 
seem that no such incident happened. Did the little girl 
deserve such a treatment from her own countrymen?

So, when the National Flag is unfurled from the 
ramparts of the historic Red Fort, the prime minister 
will be making a lengthy statement about the progress 
the country has made since its independence—but the 
parents of the girl will not be able to connect with the 
festivities. While the entire nation will be celebrating 
freedom, the family members of the girl will be weeping 
in a corner of their hut. No one will enquire about them. 
No one will take note of their suffering.

Questions should be raised: Why should we cel-
ebrate Independence Day after failing to save the girl? 
Are we not responsible for her death? Is it not our re-
sponsibility to atone for it? Is it not time to take a vow 
that no such deaths should take place in India? Is it not 
our duty to stand beside the girl’s family and ensure ad-
equate punishment for the culprits? Instead of joining 
the celebrations, let us remember the little girl who lost 
her life due to our negligence.

No calamity is beyond God’s sovereignty.

We can find nearly every argument in the book of 
Job about why there is pain in the world, but the 
arguing never seems to help Job much. His is a 
crisis of relationship more than a crisis of doubt. 

Can he trust God? Job wants one thing above all else: an ap-
pearance by the one Person who can explain his miserable 
fate. He wants to meet God Himself, face to face.

Eventually Job gets his wish. God shows up in person 
(see Job 38:1). He times His entrance with perfect irony, just 
as Job’s friend Elihu is expounding on why Job has no right 
to expect a visit from God.

No one—not Job, nor any of his friends—is prepared for 
what God has to say. Job has saved up a long list of ques-
tions, but it is God, not Job, who asks the questions. “Brace 
yourself like a man,” He begins; “I will question you, and you 
shall answer me” (v. 3). Brushing aside thirty-five chapters’ 
worth of debates on the problem of pain, God plunges into a 
majestic poem on the wonders of the natural world.

God’s speech defines the vast difference between the 
God of all creation and one puny man like Job. His presence 
spectacularly answers Job’s biggest question: Is anybody out 
there? Job can only respond, “Surely I spoke of things I did 
not understand, things too wonderful for me to know” (42:3).

Lord, we have so many questions about life and its 
unfairness. You have shown Yourself good to us. Help us 

to trust You for what we cannot understand.

In Search of Outlandishness

Independence Day Message of Governor of 
Nagaland PB Acharya 

O
n reflection, Mr Tharoor was not quite off the 
mark when he called Naga headgear outland-
ish. Naga headdresses on the head of a non-
Naga do not belong; they do not fit. Even if the 

non-Naga was the personable, aquiline featured Rajiv 
Gandhi in his day, or his grandfather Nehru, or today’s 
Mr Modi, they could not help but look outlandish. They, 
not the headgear. Before we flew off the handle and 
made our demands for apologies, I wish we had taken a 
step backward and considered this: Naga costumes are 
specifically and intrinsically made for the Naga race.

A non-Naga friend always preferred Nagas to wear 
traditional clothes. In his great admiration he said, ‘It 
makes your people look like elevated human beings.’ 
That is high praise indeed, but with a ring of truth to it. 
I am fully convinced that our traditional costumes were 
designed with that effect in mind. The aesthetic sense 
of the Naga costume makers was highly developed. 

Our ancestors used to clearly define ordinary days 
from festival days. In preparation for festivals, the village 
elder would shout: ‘Heiiwe are going to celebrate our 
harvest festival. Let the people make festival clothes.’ 
After all, people always looked better when they turned 
out in their brightly coloured festival clothes and all of 

that added to the festive atmosphere. 
Traditional clothing was also used to lend dignity 

when one appeared before one’s enemies. The war-
riors of Khonoma who went to meet General Nation 
to enact a treaty between the British and the village, 
came dressed in their good clothes. Native narrations 
put stress on that fact. One of them carried a spear. The 
only man who did not dress up was a leader who was in 
mourning for his relatives killed by the British. General 
Nation was suitably impressed by the dignity of his foes 
and rose to his feet to receive and acknowledge them. 

Coming back to the question of Naga costumes, it’s 
a race thing, let’s admit it. What looks good on an In-
dian man or woman won’t look half as good on a Naga 
without Indian features. Never tried this before, but I 
am sure our body-cloths would look splendid on Na-
tive Americans. So would our headgear. Because we are 
much closer racially and can even go back in time and 
claim a common ancestor!

Here is a good lesson for our leaders who are so 
quick to present our traditional whatevers to non-Naga 
dignitaries. A non-Naga may not be capable of appreci-
ating the meaning of our various costumes in our cul-
tural context; what each geometric pattern represents, 

or the significance of a particular feather and so on. I 
know a horror story from the sixties that a non-Naga 
officer, presented with a beautiful white Chokri cloth, 
proceeded to use it as a tablecloth in his dining room. 
His Naga guests were appalled to find dal and curry 
stains on the white cloth. Sacrilege of a very high order 
indeed! Listen up: stop gifting our traditional cloths, 
spears, headgear, anything traditional to visiting dig-
nitaries. If people genuinely like our artefacts, let them 
buy them. Paying a good price for them will help the 
buyer to appreciate and accord the respect due to them 
when he transfers them to his house. 

MrTharoor was insensitive when he made his 
stereotypical statement on Naga headgear. He would, 
I doubt not, look just as outlandish in one. But this in-
cident sheds light on an area where we have possibly 
been ignorant before. It is about the very real fact that 
what we see as valuable may not be seen as valuable by 
the other person. In that case, the object will immedi-
atelyundergo devaluation when it passes hands. Avoid 
all that and simply buy dried beef chutney with the 
equivalent amount of money from the state exchequer 
and gift them that instead. After all it is not available in 
other parts of India so it would surely be appreciated 
and valued as much as we value it. 

Easterine Kire
easterine.kire@gmail.com

Dear Brothers, Sisters and beloved Children, 
Namaskar, 
I greet you all on the 72nd Independence Day of our 
great country, Bharat i.e. INDIA.  As we celebrate our 
71 years of Independence, I fondly remember the sacri-
fices made by our Freedom Fighters who gave up their 
entire life for our well-being.   Today is not just freedom 
that we celebrate, but the rare inner strength and unity 
of people that enabled our country to emerge as one of 
the fastest developing nations in the world.  

I express my appreciation and gratitude to the 
Armed Forces, Paramilitary Forces, State Police and 
other Security Agencies for their concerted efforts in 
securing the lives and properties of the people.  We are 
proud that North East has also contributed equally for 
the freedom of our Country.  

Now, every Indian, whichever country and wher-
ever he may be, is proud that he is an Indian.  Hon’ble 
Modiji has made India proud.

India’s reputation has improved worldwide. The 
common man has been given better privileges which 
have led to his social and economic empowerment. 
Government of India has introduced a number of 
welfare projects that have empowered the people of 
our country.  It is a wonderful journey of transform-
ing India, delivering good governance & transparent, 
corruption free system for New India.  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modji created transparent systems through 
legislative and institutional changes which have given 
this country scam-free governance. Mudra Yojana 
has made credit available to budding entrepreneurs. 
The biggest beneficiaries of this have been women, 
scheduled castes & tribes, minorities and other weaker 
sections. The educated young people coming out of 
University have also taken up entrepreneurship and 
created wealth for the society with the help of Mudra 
Yojana.   

The quality of life in villages has improved with bet-
ter roads, electricity, affordable rural housing, toilets 
and gas connections. Government of India is develop-
ing market architecture in the country’s agricultural 
sector. The farmers can benefit even more if the centre 

and the state governments come up with joint deci-
sions upholding the spirit of cooperative federalism.   

Our farmers with the organic produce have an op-
portunity to be a member of cooperative movement 
and to be empowered financially and get a better price 
for their Agri produce. Nagaland has indeed progressed 
in the last 54 years. The agro-climatic conditions in our 
state provide commercial opportunities for agro-based 
and forest-based industries, medicinal and aromatic 
plants, horticulture, food processing, mining, tourism, 
handlooms and handicrafts sectors. 

Healthcare delivery in India is now uniquely poised 
to undergo a change at all its stages — prevention, di-
agnosis, and treatment with the launch of Ayushman 
Bharat/National Health Protection Mission.  I am hap-
py that with my initiative, our State Government and 
Tata Trusts, Mumbai singed a Memorandum of Under-
standing recently to implement a programme for pro-
viding comprehensive cancer care in the State.

The Central Government is committed to raising 
the living standards of its citizens and ensuring in-
clusive growth for all – Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas. The 
new idea of Rajyapal – Vikas Ke Rajdoot- Catalytic 
role of Governors as agents for change in society– in 
the recently concluded Conference of the Governors 
discussed how Governors can be catalytic agents for 
change in the society. 

Accordingly, I have continued to motivate all the five 
Universities, Indian Red Cross Society, Bharat Scouts & 
Guides, Rajya Sainik Board and North East Zone Cul-
tural Centre - of all these five organizations, I am ex-
officio head.  They have to outreach to strengthen the 
society with changed ‘Silos’ and be the Nodal agents to 
identify and motivate the beneficiaries of Central and 
State Government Flagship Programmes.  I had inter-
action with these organizations wherein I called upon 
them to adopt villages and constitute a team to visit 
identified villages to interact with targeted beneficiar-
ies of Flagship Welfare Schemes/Projects.  The need 
of the hour is to outreach the unempowered sections 
along with our constitutional responsibilities.

A noble idea of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modiji to identify and bring development 

equally with other Districts, so that fruits of Independ-
ence should reach equitably to all the places and peo-
ple, Government of India has indentified 115 backward 
districts in the country under Aspirational Districts 
Programme.  Under this programme Kiphire has been 
selected and the programme is being implemented 
there.   I, on behalf of the State Government, have re-
quested our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modiji to 
include Mon district also. 

I am pained to note that incessant rains have 
wreaked havoc in our State over the past few weeks re-
sulting in a lot of damage to roads and a large number 
of houses.  Government machineries are making sin-
cere efforts for restoring damaged infrastructure and 
providing relief and rehabilitation.  Our Hon’ble Chief 
Minister Shri Neiphiu Rio has appealed for help from 
the public for flood relief fund.  

I appeal to all to contribute liberally for our broth-
ers and sisters the victims of natural disaster.

Our Hon’ble President of India, Shri Ram Nath Ko-
vindji has appealed to all to come out of Silos – closed 
mindsets.  We have to change our self-centered mind-
set.  Education is the foundation for prosperity.  We 
have five Universities in Nagaland. Out of 20 lakhs pop-
ulation in Nagaland at present there are three hundred 
thousand graduates in different faculties, including 
medicine, engineering, education etc.  Let our Youth 
take up entrepreneurship and make Nagaland a Gold-
en Nagaland by proper use of our natural resources 
and convert into wealth by their educational empow-
erment.  We are second to none.

It is my fervent hope that our people’s efforts would 
scales to new heights to our State, for overall develop-
ment, and contribute significantly to the progress and 
prosperity of the Nation. 

On this momentous occasion of the 72nd Inde-
pendence Day, I appeal to all sections of the Naga peo-
ple, particularly the Tribal Hohos, Civil Society Groups, 
NGOs, youth and hard working women folk and farm-
ers to come forward and support the peace process 
with a spirit of understanding, brotherhood and unity.                

Kuknalim, Bharat Mata Ki Jai

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
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The Lord Speaks

BIBLE READ:  JOB 38:1–11   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Will the one who contends with the  
Almighty correct him?           

~  Job 40:2

Amit Kapoor | IANS

India Needs to Drastically Reform Higher 
Education in Rapidly Digitising World

A
s India gets ready to celebrat-
ing its 71st Independence Day, 
concerns over honing its hu-
man capital come to the fore. 

These must be addressed if the nation 
is to seize the opportunity offered by a 
demographic dividend for sustainable 
and inclusive digital growth.

The growing working population, 
which is expected to increase by 1.3 
million every month between now and 
2025 (World Bank, 2018) demands a 
focus on higher education and skilling 
to create a pool of human capital in the 
ongoing digital revolution and take In-
dia on a higher growth trajectory. While 
India already lags behind its peers in 
terms of employment generation ow-
ing to various socio-economic reasons, 
growing digitalisation can further ac-
centuate the frictions in the job market 
if the country doesn’t align the skills of 
its rapidly growing workforce to the de-
mands of the new digital economy.

It is, thus, essential to adapt to the 
new technology to tap the full poten-
tial of digital disruption and reduce in-
equality in the society.

This could be achieved in part by 
transforming the higher education 
system in India in a way that it enables 
students to prepare for the challenges 
of future jobs. This, however, requires 
an understanding of the way innova-
tions are going to impact the coun-
try’s labour market. There seems to 
be a likely increase in the demand for 
the high skilled workers who use non-
routine cognitive and ICT skills and the 
low skilled workers who use non-rou-
tine manual skills, while the mid-level 
skilled workers who are in their routine 

occupations are more likely to expe-
rience a decline in demand for their 
skills because of the automation of 

the repetitive tasks.
A 2017 OECD study, “Future of 

Works and Skills”, points out that em-
ployment in high skilled occupations 
in India experienced a 6.3 percentage 
point increase over 2002- 2014, while 
employment in medium skilled rou-
tine occupations declined 5.3 percent-
age points over this period.

Sectoral analysis of the Indian 
economy reveals that the manufactur-
ing sector has a high potential for auto-
mation, with an estimate of 69 percent 
of the tasks that could be automated 
in organised manufacturing in India 
(World Bank Group Foresight Report, 
2016).

The automobile sector is expect-
ed to buy 60 per cent of all industrial 
robots sold in India (ET Auto, 2015), 
which could be used for doing a large 
number of routine tasks such as weld-
ing, polishing and painting in the man-
ufacturing plants, leading to a conse-
quent decline in such jobs.

Further, looking at the services sec-
tor, e-commerce provides an example 
of India’s industry where technology-
enabled innovations, such as digital 
payments, hyper-local logistics, ana-
lytics driven customer engagements 
and digital advertisements are expect-
ed to support the growth of the sector. 
While the sector is set to grow from 
$38.5 billion in 2017 to $200 billion by 
2026 and, consequently, expected to 
generate employment in e-commerce 
and the allied industries such as logis-
tics, transport and warehousing, there 
is a greater likelihood of displacement 
of small to medium retail enterprises 
and shop floor salespersons they have, 

because of the increasing demand for 
the automation skills in the industry.

The IT sector has been undergoing 
a huge technology transformation and 
has seen tremendous growth over the 
last 20 years. Its contribution to India’s 
GDP rose to approximately 9.5 per-
cent in 2015 from 1.2 percent in 1998. 
However, the sector is expected to ex-
perience a 14 percent decline in its 
workforce by 2021 on account of appli-
cation of machine learning and Cloud 
computing technologies which will au-
tomate the routine and backend tasks.

Thus, IT sector workers need to 
upskill themselves on the SMAC (So-
cial, Mobility, Analytics and Cloud) 
technologies to overcome the labour 
market frictions arising out of the dig-
ital transformation. The SMAC market 
is expected to grow to $225 billion by 
2020 and create employment opportu-
nities in related capabilities.

The impact of automation technol-
ogies has also been felt in the financial 
sector, where there is already an exten-
sive use of chatbots and internet bank-
ing at the customer services end. While 
there will be some job displacements 
for the digital transactions which are 
non-risky in nature, there will always 
be a requirement for human inter-
vention when it comes to risky trans-
actions and investing money. In fact, 
digital finance is expected to create 21 
million new jobs by 2025.

A review of the future of work in In-
dia across various sectors on account 
of the ongoing digital revolution ne-
cessitates the need for transforming its 
system of higher learning to deliver a 
workforce which is industry ready. This 
could be achieved by learning from 
the success stories of countries such 
as Russia, Singapore and Switzerland, 

which have developed special indus-
try-specific programmes to prepare 
their people for future jobs, and also 
analysed the in-demand future skills to 
provide appropriate skill-based train-
ing to young people. 

Further, encouraging more private 
sector participation in setting up high-
er education institutes catering to the 
needs of industry can bridge the skill 
gap experienced by the Indian econo-
my.

However, the government needs 
to ease the regulatory requirements 
for setting up universities to encour-
age greater private investments. In 
addition, emphasis should be laid on 
outcome-based indicators, such as the 
number of students who get employ-
ment after graduating from the univer-
sity, instead of input-based measures, 
such as the gross enrollment ratio for 
a university. Moreover, online courses 
from platforms such as Coursera, edX 
and Udacity, which have emerged as 
the online solution to the demand sup-
ply skill gap, should be awarded credits 
in the undergraduate/graduate stud-
ies, to encourage greater student par-
ticipation.

At this juncture in the global eco-
nomic scenario, India must make 
significant revisions to its higher 
education system to make their fu-
ture workforce industry ready. While 
change is difficult, it is also inevitable.

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India. The views 

expressed are personal. He can be con-
tacted at amit.kapoor@competitive-

ness.in and tweets @kautiliya. Deepti 
Mathur, senior researcher at large, 

with the Institute has contributed to 
the article)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This is a terrific 
time to start some physical activity that takes 
you outside and gets your blood pumping, 
Aries. Don’t think this means you have to 

become the star player at a tennis club. A simple walk 
around the block every morning may be all you need 
to feel a boost in physical and mental energy. Note also 
the clarity of mind that comes when you get your body 
moving.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may feel 
like you’re being tested in some way and 
must prove that what you’re doing is val-
id and correct, Taurus. Fortunately, you 

should feel an emotional boost that will help you be 
confident about who you are, regardless of what other 
people think. The biggest tests are those that you give 
yourself. You are your toughest critic. Take concerted 
steps to go easier on yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re able to 
assert yourself with more confidence than 
usual, Gemini. You should have a grounded 
perspective regarding your emotions. You 

aren’t afraid to speak your mind in a situation where 
normally you’d only say anything that helps keep the 
peace. Other people may prefer that you keep things 
on an even keel, but you aren’t working for them. You’re 
working for yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Just when you 
feel like you’ve come to a point of emotional 
stability and calm, Cancer, something hap-
pens to throw you off balance. You may be 

uneasy with the notion of stability and feel what you 
really want is risk, action, and excitement. This inner 
conflict makes it hard for you to operate. Try not to 
overanalyze every piece of the equation. The solution 
will come to you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You have lots of en-
ergy and self-confidence, Leo. That’s won-
derful, but it may also put you at greater risk 
for dangerous experiences and accidents. 

You could find that you’re much more aggressive, 
especially if someone crosses you. An emotional ir-
ritation could manifest in physical ways like reckless 
driving or arguments with people who don’t deserve 
your anger.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Be happy with 
yourself and others, Virgo. Stop trying to 
find fault with everyone you interact with. 
By criticizing what they do and how they do 

it, you could wake up one morning and find that you 
have no friends. By only seeing the bad in people, you 
may talk yourself out of relationships with them. Be 
careful about coming across as a know-it-all. It isn’t 
your job to dictate or judge.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may be burst-
ing with energy and yearning to travel, Libra. 
At the same time, your emotions could find a 
way to block these thoughts. You may feel like 

there’s some sort of weight holding you down, making it 
difficult to act freely. This could cause you to act fitfully, 
leaving you frustrated and defeated. Calm down and take 
things one step at a time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may feel 
a bit blue due to a nagging weightiness that 
pins you down to reality instead of being free 
to fly, Scorpio. You may act out in an effort 

to prove to yourself and others that you’re somehow 
above Earthly things. Get over the mental block that 
says being grounded is a bad thing. Plant your feet 
firmly on terra firma. That’s how you find balance and 
attain your goals.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
able to work much more efficiently and 
effectively, Sagittarius. Your energy is 
strong and you don’t need to fight in or-

der to get your voice heard. Attend to details and 
don’t get discouraged by any discomfort that 
might arise. As long as you approach things with a 
positive attitude, everything should work out fine. 
You shouldn’t have to put in any special effort to 
be successful.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Different 
people measure success by different scales. 
You shouldn’t get discouraged if your ac-
complishment today seems small com-

pared to what others have done in the same period. 
Comparisons will make it difficult for you to feel like 
you’re getting anywhere. Someone else will always do 
more. Be content with what you do today, even if it’s 
something simple.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You could feel 
as if the battle has begun and you’re the tar-
get, Aquarius. If you don’t have a solid force 
behind you, this period could be difficult. 

Emotionally, this may not be your best day. Instead of 
feeling your feelings, you examine them in a methodi-
cal, rational manner. It may seem like you’re dealing 
with them when you’re really trying to talk yourself out 
of feeling them at all.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It could be scary 
for you to do anything risky for fear of con-
flict or failure, Pisces. Perhaps you’ve tried 
to become invisible in different situations so 

you can avoid being noticed. These defense mecha-
nisms may serve you for a while, but acting out of fear 
or guilt won’t get you where you need to go. To achieve 
what you want, you must act with confidence, love, 
and faith.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

How the Red Fort Became the Site for India’s Independence Day Celebrations
At the Red Fort, on August 15, 1947, the past and the present had coalesced to mark a newly independent nation’s step towards the future.

K
nown by different names at differ-
ent points of time, such as Qila-i-
Mubarak (the Fortunate Citadel), 
Qila-i-Shahjahanabad (Fort of 

Shahjahanabad) or Qila-i-Mualla (the Ex-
alted Fort), the Red Fort remains one of the 
most iconic representations of anti-colonial 
resistance and India’s Independence Day 
celebrations. Since 1947, on every Inde-
pendence Day, successive prime ministers 
have hoisted the national flag here and ad-
dressed the nation from the rampart adja-
cent to the Lahori Gate, which now forms 
the public entrance to the fort.

Constructed by the Mughal emperor 
Shah Jahan between 1638-1649, the Red 
Fort, which derives its name from its mas-
sive red sandstone walls, represented 
the political and cultural grandeur of the 
Mughal empire. It was designed as the fort-
palace of the new Mughal capital, Shahja-
hanabad, literally ‘the abode of Shah Jahan’.

After the reign of Aurangzeb, Shah Ja-
han’s son and successor, the fortunes of 
this bastion started dwindling as the later 
Mughals proved to be very vulnerable. Nadir 
Shah, the Turk ruler of Iran, attacked Delhi 
in 1739. He plundered the fort as well as the 
city and carried away a massive booty, in-
cluding Shah Jahan’s iconic Peacock Throne 
and the Koh-i-noor (Mountain of Light) dia-
mond. Subsequently, raids by the Marathas, 
Sikhs, Jats, Gurjars, Rohillas and Afghans 
from mid to later 18th century further weak-
ened the Mughal stronghold. In fact, during 
the time of Shah Alam (1759-1806), it is said 
that Mughal rule extended from the Red 
Fort to Palam in Delhi.

Az Delhi to Palam
Badshahi Shah Alam
(From Delhi to Palam
Is the realm of Shah Alam)
The early 19th century saw the British 

influence growing in the region. After the 
capture of Delhi in 1803, the British started 
taking control of the fort and the city. The 
early half of the 19th century was relatively 
quiet for the city, dubbed as years of ‘English 
peace’.

These were also years of the ‘Delhi Ren-
aissance’, marked by the presence of Ghalib, 
Momim and Zauq, and the Delhi College, 
and soon to be overtaken by the rebellion 

of 1857. In the circumstances that unfolded, 
Red Fort gained a new identity as the most 
important symbol of resistance to the might 
of the British. Once again the Mughal em-
peror found himself being referred to as the 
‘Emperor of Hindustan’.
The 1857 rebellion
The year 1857 witnessed an armed rebellion 
in parts of central India and northern India 
leading to the loss of British control over 
these regions for a while (new research sug-
gests that the uprising was far more wide-
spread than hitherto believed). Red Fort and 
its occupant, Bahadur Shah Zafar, became 
the most important symbol of the rebellion.

Historian Eric Stokes writes that the 
rebel soldiers showed a “centripetal im-
pulse to congregate at Delhi”. Pressured by 
the rebels, a reluctant 82-year-old Mughal 
emperor became the leader of the rebellion 
while real power was exercised by rebel sol-
diers, princes and nobles.

The fall of Delhi sparked off mutinies and 
uprisings; the rebellion acquired a civil and 
popular character in parts of north India. 
With the coming of the rebel troops from 
Bareilly to Delhi, led by Muhammad Bakht 
Khan, a government was formed combining 
civil and military administration.

Muhammad Bakht Khan was nominat-
ed Sahib-i-Alam Bahdur (governor general) 
and he functioned with the help of an ad-
ministrative court. Historian K.N. Panikkar 
points out that the court conducted the af-
fairs of the state in the name of the emper-
or. He was recognised as an emperor by all 
rebel leaders. Coins were struck and orders 
were issued in his name.

A retreating British army took refuge in 
the Delhi Ridge area while waiting for the 
reinforcements from Ambala. Historian 
Rudrangshu Mukhjee writes that their aim 
was to regain control of Delhi which had 
become the focal point of rebellion. Other 
centres of revolt were soon suppressed.

After gaining control of Delhi around 
September 1857, the British resorted to 
harsh reprisals marked by summary court 
martial and hangings, blowing rebels from 
the cannon and indiscriminate shootings. 
Bahadur Shah Zafar, who had escaped by 
the Yamuna river route to take refuge in Hu-
mayun’s tomb, was caught along with three 
princes. The arrested emperor was brought 
back to the Red Fort as a prisoner while the 

three princes were killed by Major William 
Hodson near Delhi Gate. Bahadur Shah Za-
far was tried in the Diwan-i-Khas (Hall of 
Special Audience) and exiled to Rangoon 
(now Yangon) on October 7, 1858.
The aftermath of 1857
British officials were not just content with 
deporting the emperor and killing his de-
scendants, they also unleashed their anger 
on the fort which been the citadel of power 
during the ‘Great Indian Rebellion’. More 
than two-thirds of Red Fort’s inner struc-
tures were destroyed.  The palace was con-
verted into quarters for the British garrison 
and the famed Diwan-i-Aam (Hall of Pub-
lic Audience) into a hospital. The buildings 
south of the Diwan-i-Khas were allotted to 
the troops.

Precious stones, jewels and artworks 
adorning the palaces were looted. Sev-
eral existing Mughal structures, including 
the harem courts, the gardens to the west 
of Rang Mahal, the royal store rooms and 
kitchen were demolished. British buildings 
such as army barracks, hospitals, bunga-
lows, administrative buildings, sheds and 
godowns came up in the former Mughal 
bastion.

The suppression of the rebellion was ac-
companied by major administrative chang-
es. The rule of East India Company came to 
an end and Queen Victoria was made the 
sovereign head of British India. The office 
of the Secretary of State was created to rule 
India.

The new power equations were rein-
forced by imperial durbars held in Delhi 
in 1877, 1903 and 1911. The Coronation 
Durbar of December 1911 also marked 
the visit of the British King George V and 
Queen Mary. After the event at the Corona-
tion Park, the royal couple decided to make 
an appearance from a jharoka (balcony) of 
the Red Fort on December 13. The jharokha 
darshan (Audience from the Balcony) was a 
symbolic appropriation of a practice which 
only the emperors of Hindustan were enti-
tled to.

The 1911 durbar also saw a surprise an-
nouncement – the transfer of British India’s 
capital from Calcutta to Delhi. Mukherjee 
points out that the decision to shift the capi-
tal to Delhi was also motivated by the sym-
bolic importance of the city and the hold the 
Mughals had over the minds of the people 

of north India.
While the British appropriated the im-

perial symbolism related to the Red Fort, 
they did everything to prevent any news 
about Bahadur Shah Zafar coming out in 
public. Historian Amar Farooqui writes that 
the exiled emperor and his family lived in 
complete obscurity till the end of the 19th 
century, with the colonial state ensuring 
that no definite account of the Mughal fam-
ily became available to the public.

Nevertheless, the rebellion and its he-
roes continued to remain in public memory 
and later in the nationalist imagination. As 
Panikkar writes, even in failure, the rebellion 
of 1857 served as a source of inspiration for 
the freedom struggle in later decades.
Rangoon, the Indian National Army  
and the Red Fort
Almost a century after 1857, the Red Fort 
emerges on the horizon in the years preced-
ing Independence, with the circumstances 
of the freedom movement in the 1940s re-
kindling interest in the lives of the seeming-
ly-forgotten Mughal emperor and his family.

Farooqui, however, argues that the 
choice of the Red Fort as the site for India’s 
principal public event “was not directly the 
outcome of a desire to set right, symboli-
cally, the historical wrongs of 1857” – rather 
it was “indirectly that latent memory of the 
suppression of the uprising (that) deter-
mined the selection of what was the most 
prominent non-colonial structure in the 
capital of the British India Empire”.

According to the historian, what trig-
gered this memory in the 1940s was the set-
ting up of the headquarters of the Azad Hind 
Fauj or the Indian National Army (INA) pro-
visional government at Rangoon in Burma. 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the ‘Netaji’ of INA 
reportedly visited the shrine that had come 
up around the unmarked grave of Bahadur 
Shah Zafar and his famous call Chalo Dilli 
(March to Delhi) invoked both the emperor 
and the Red Fort and was also linked to the 
idea of the recapture of the fort –”(O)ur task 
will not end until our surviving heroes hold 
the victory parade on the graveyard of the 
British empire, at the Lal Quila, the Red Fort 
of ancient Delhi”.

Netaji’s intervention, writes Farooqui, 
played a decisive role in “overcoming the 
forced collective amnesia about the history 
of the brutal reconquest of the city”.

The INA trials (1945-1946) put the spot-
light on the Red Fort once again. After the 
Second World War, the captured officers 
of the INA were put on public trial at the 
Red Fort in December 1945. Three officers, 
namely Colonel Shah Nawaz Khan, Colonel 
Prem Kumar Sahgal and Colonel Gurbaksh 
Singh Dhillon, were housed there for the du-
ration of the trial. The chambers within the 
baoli, or step-well, believed to pre-date the 
Red Fort, were converted into a prison.

There was a “mass upheaval” of cam-
paigns, protest meetings and all-party dem-
onstrations showing signs of remarkable 
communal harmony. “Never before in Indi-
an history,” Nehru admitted, “had such uni-
fied sentiments been manifested by various 
sections of the population.”

According to historian Sekhar Bandyo-
padhyay, there were many factors behind 
the mass upsurge, including the fact that 
the trial took place at the Red Fort, which 
appeared to be the “most authentic symbol 
of British imperial domination” – it was the 
place where the last Mughal emperor and 
the acclaimed leader of the 1857 revolt was 
tried and exiled.

Farooqui writes that the nation-wide 
campaign for the release of the INA officers 
further reinforced the public perception of 
the former Mughal fort-palace as the sym-
bol of anti-colonial resistance.

Finally, in August 1947, the first Prime 
Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru raised 
the Indian national flag above Lahori Gate. 
Nehru’s speech made a special mention of 
Netaji, regretting his absence on the occa-
sion. Farooqui argues that the act of replac-
ing the British flag with India’s national flag, 
a day after the swearing in of the first cabi-
net on August 15, amounted to reclaiming 
this contested site for the nation.

It is a site where the past and the present 
coalesced to mark a newly independent 
nation’s step towards the future. On every 
Independence Day, as the prime minister 
speaks from the rampart of the Red Fort in 
what is a formal, choreographed event, the 
site itself shimmers with the sheen of an in-
clusive memory, like a talisman.

Shashank Shekhar Sinha has taught 
history in undergraduate colleges at the 

University of Delhi. He does independent 
research on tribes, gender, violence, culture 

and heritage.

Naga I-Day Speech of GPRN/NSCN PresidentBeloved Naga Brothers and sisters, I give all 
Glory and Honour to our Heavenly Father, 
the Author of Naga Nation and our sustain-
er, in Him alone shall we place our faith and 
future of our people.

 14th August 1947 shall eternally be 
etched in our history as this day marked the 
Nagas as a politically conscious entity and 
a decisive people. This day distinctly sepa-
rated us from of our neighbours who were 
mostly immersed in social, economic and 
spiritual pursuits while we Nagas, in uni-
son, blew a trumpet of political freedom 
from colonial powers. This fact of history 
must be acknowledged by our friends and 
neighbours. I pay homage to all the depart-
ed freedom fighters and salute their indom-
itable sprite. We celebrate this triumphant 
declaration because of their valour.

 A prolonged conflict like ours cannot be 
resolved through piecemeal solution. There 
have been agreements in the past which 
did not have the approval and consent of 
the Naga people. 9 point Hydari Agreement 
1947, 16 point memorandum, Shillong Ac-
cord 1975 etc. all failed to silence the Naga. A 
political problem cannot be solved through 
economic considerations. All agreements 
of the past ere one dimensional and did not 
fulfil the political aspiration of the Nagas.

 The last four decades has turned Nag 
homeland into a feuding land as a result of 
division and fratricidal conflict. In the last 
ten years the Naga civil societies, Churches, 
Tribal Hohos, Nagaland GBs, Mothers, Stu-

dent bodies etc.  have played a crucial role 
in bringing a sense of normalcy in our land.

Today, a positive breeze is blowing 
in our land. The Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs).as desired by the Naga, 
have formed a working Committee (WC) 
and having been officially invited by the 
GOI for a political dialogue, the 17th Nov. 
2017 Agreed position document bears testi-
mony that the two entities, firmly retaining 
the essence of Naga plebiscite of 1951, are 
determined to take the Indo-Naga issue to a 
logical conclusion.

The political world is constantly evolv-
ing the geo-political landscape is con-
stantly changing and so are the spheres of 

influences and relationship among nation. 
The very definitions of independence and 
sovereignty have taken new meanings.

WC, NNPGs has made it clear to the 
GOI that 1947 remains a historic day. The 
Naga Plebiscite of May 1951 will be the ba-
sic foundation of any political solution. It is 
with this strength that we signed an Agreed 
position with the GOI on 17th Nov 2017. 
The essence and spirit of Naga plebiscite is 
duly acknowledged by GOI. The right to self 
determine our future is entrenched while 
on our part due consideration must be giv-
en to contemporary political realities.

GPRN/NSCN believes in equality and 
brotherhood among the NNPGs. It is our en-

deavour that future Naga generations would 
build on what we achieve today. The GOI 
and WC have in principle agreed that there 
would be clear definitions over competen-
cies where neither Indian parliament or 
constitution shall infringe upon. This means 
there is no ambiguity in the present negotia-
tions between the WC, NNPGs and the GOI.

We are confident that WC, NNPGs and 
GOI are in a right path. We will not go for 
publicity stunt. Fact, truth and practical 
pursuit give us confidence that we can give 
our younger generation a political future 
and identity that they can be proud of. At 
this hour, I urge our people to remain posi-
tive and stay strong in our resolve.

God Bless Nagaland!
Gen. (Retd.) MB Neokpao

C. Uday Bhaskar | IANS

I-Day Musing: Does Not the Law and its Protecton Apply to All?

A
ugust 15 this year marks the 71st anniversary of 
Indian independence. As the Prime Minister un-
furls the national flag at the Red Fort, it is a cele-
bratory moment; yet, a certain sense of bleakness 

and despondency is palpable. There is a deeply ingrained 
perception that anarchy is spreading in the country and 
that the state has abdicated in its primary responsibility of 
ensuring the safety and security of every citizen, irrespec-
tive of religion, caste, class and gender. Recent events bear 
testimony to this mood.

In an unprecedented development, the Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) of India K.K. Venugopal informed the Supreme 
Court in an anguished manner that there was an incident 
of major rioting every week in different parts of the country 
and that they often go unpunished. The AG noted: “Kan-
warias (a sect of Hindu pilgrims) are overturning vehicles 
in Delhi…There is an incident of major rioting every week, 
even by educated groups. Marathas in Maharashtra, SC/

ST (scheduled caste/scheduled tribe)… nothing is done.”
Earlier, a former Chief Justice of India, T.S. Thakur, 

asked a very pertinent question: “When we see day in and 
day out, mobs lynching people, it’s a complete failure of 
rule of law. If a mob can take the law into its hands and ad-
minister summary justice, what kind of rule of law is this?” 

The sub-text in both cases is that the Indian State has 
become selective in how it applies the law and that there is 
a tacit indifference to the safety and welfare of the minor-
ity citizenry.

Thus what is disturbing is the pattern that emerges in 
the disaggregation of the violence that is ostensibly spon-
taneous -- be it the rioting mob, the beef-lynchings or now 
the Kanwarias, the annual north Indian ritual of carrying 
water from the Ganga to one’s home.

Thousands of Hindu devotees walk long distances in 
July-August to collect the sacred water and, over the years, 
the numbers have been swelling and the entire event has 
acquired a huge carnival profile with music, dancing, et 
al. Given the religious significance attached to the event 

and the majority Hindu sentiment nurtured by the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Kanwaria pilgrimage also 
has an electoral relevance. This has clearly become more 
acute in the run-up to the 2019 national election.

Indian politics and the gradual absorption of the reli-
gious leader to high office is exemplified by the election 
of Yogi Adityanath, a Hindu monk, as the Chief Minister 
of India’s most populous state of Uttar Pradesh in March 
2017. This was a significant development at the time for 
South Asia, for not even Pakistan, which was created on 
the basis of religion, had appointed an Islamic cleric to 
such office.

Thus, in August, India witnessed an unusual spectacle 
-- that of Kanwarias being showered with rose petals from 
a helicopter by none less than the Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister and senior police officials. That some of these 
Kanwarias have become a law unto themselves has been 
brought to the attention of the courts - but as the AG not-
ed, “nothing is done”.

The ascendancy of religious orientation in Indian poli-

tics and the BJP’s empathy for unbridled Hindutva (Hindu 
nationalist) fervour has an electoral dimension to it. Uttar 
Pradesh is the swing state that will shape the outcome at 
the in 2019 elections. Thus the pandering to the majority 
community is predictable -- but this comes with a very 
heavy price. 

Citizenship in India is no longer equal and the law, 
alas, is not applied equitably. On its 71st independence 
anniversary, one cannot ignore the conjecture that India, 
which had determinedly rejected the two-nation theory in 
August 1947, is now moving towards it in a visible man-
ner. The question whether the silent Indian majority, that 
is Hindu, subscribes to the ugly manifestation of Hindutva 
and the violence associated with it, remains moot. But the 
state cannot abdicate and the exhortation of the Attorney 
General should not be ignored.

The author is Director, Society for Policy Studies, New 
Delhi. The article is in special arrangement with South 

Asia Monitor
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PRESIDENT’S I-DAY MESSAGE Congress, BJP in video 
war over Rafale deal

‘Let contentious issues, extraneous debates not distract us’

Unlike politburo, Bengal CPI-M state committee refers Chatterjee as ‘comrade’

File ATRs on abuse 
of children in shelter 
homes, SC tells 
Centre, states

Odhisa CM Patnaik 
puts state on flood alert

CS ‘assault’: Court 
seeks Delhi Police 
response on AAP plea

Hackers siphon INR 94 cr. from Pune’s 
Cosmos Bank via ATMs in 28 countries

New concession model for greenfield airports proposed

942 Police Medals to be given on I-Day; CRPF tops 

PTI

Ram Nath Kovind (File Photo)

PTI

Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu (R) addresses a 
press conference on ‘New Model Concession Agreement for Greenfield Airports’, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind today asserted that 
contentious issues and ex-
traneous debates should 
not be allowed to distract 
us at a “pivotal moment” 
when the country is at the 
cusp of achieving many 
long-awaited goals.

In his televised ad-
dress to the nation on the 
eve of India’s 72nd Inde-
pendence Day, Kovind re-
called Mahatma Gandhi’s 
“most noble mantra” on 
the power of ‘ahinsa’(non-
violence) being far greater 
than the power of ‘hinsa’ 
(violence), remarks that 
come against the back-
drop of incidents of lynch-
ing and mob violence in 
some parts of the country.

“The power to stay 
your hand is far greater 
than the power to strike 
with your hand and ‘hin-
sa’ has no place in the 
society”.

To u c h i n g  u p o n  a 
range of issues, the presi-
dent also said women 
were entitled to a life of 
their choice and secu-
rity to fulfil their potential, 
amid concerns over their 
privacy and safety.

“We are at a juncture 
in our history that is very 
different from any pe-
riod we have so far experi-
enced. We are at the cusp 

of achieving many of our 
long-awaited goals.

Universal access to 
electricity, the elimination 
of open defecation, the 
elimination of homeless-
ness, the very elimina-
tion of extreme poverty 
is achievable and attain-
able. We are at a pivotal 
moment. Let contentious 
issues and extraneous 
debates not distract us,” 
Kovind said.

The president said that 
every Indian who does 
not jump the queue and 
respects the civic space 
and rights of those ahead 
in the line lives up to the 
principles of the country’s 
freedom struggle.

“It’s a very small ges-
ture. Let us try and abide 
by it,” Kovind said.

Highlighting the role 
of farmers in providing 
food security to fellow 
citizens and the contri-
bution by the country’s 
armed and police forces 
in battling terrorism and 
ensuring law and order, 
he said every Indian who 
does his or her job with 
sincerity and commit-
ment is upholding the 
principles of our freedom 
struggle.

He said the decisions 
the country takes today, 
the foundations we lay, 
the projects we under-

take, the social and eco-
nomic investments we 
make today whether for 
the immediate future 
or for the medium term 
will determine where we 
stand.

“The pace of change 
and development in our 
country is rapid and ap-
preciable. And as per our 
civilisational traditions, 
it is driven by our people, 
by civil society and by 
a partnership between 
citizen and government. 
Its focus, again in keeping 
with the essence of Indian 
thought, is on a better life 
for the less fortunate,” the 
president noted.

Stressing that women 
have a special role in the 
society, he said the expan-
sion of freedom in our 
country in many senses 
amounts to the expansion 
of freedom for women in 
our country. “This is true 
whether we see them as 
mothers, sisters, daugh-
ters or simply as women 
who are entitled to a life 
of their choosing and de-
serving of the opportunity 
and the security to fulfil 
their potential”.

The president said 
women could do this as 
sheet-anchors of families 
or as absolutely critical 
entrants to institutions 

of higher learning and 
India’s workforce.

“The choice is theirs; 
as a nation and as a soci-
ety we must ensure that 
they have the right and 
the ability to exercise that 
choice,” the president 
said.

Kovind said the real-
ity is that every Indian 
who does his or her job 
with sincerity and com-
mitment, who contrib-
utes to society by being 
true to a professional 
ethic, be it the doctor’s 
ethic, the nurse’s ethic, 
the teacher’s ethic, the 
public servant’s ethic, 
the factory worker’s ethic, 
the business-person’s 
ethic, the ethic of those 
who have to care for age-
ing parents who brought 
them up with love and 
sacrifice -each of these 
and many others are in 
their own way upholding 
the values of freedom.

He said Independence 
Day is always special, but 
this year there is an unu-
sual significance attached 
to it as in a few weeks, on 
October 2, India will be-
gin the commemoration 
of the 150th birthday of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

“Mahatma Gandhi 
Everywhere, across con-
tinents, Gandhiji is men-
tioned, cherished and 

remembered as an icon 
for all humanity. He is the 
embodiment of India,” 
the president said.

Kovind said Gandhi 
spoke of swadeshi with 
an uncommon zeal and 
to him Indian civilisa-
tion was defined by open 
windows and not closed 
doors.

“This was his con-
cept of swadeshi and it 
is still relevant to us as 
we engage with the world 
whether for our economy, 
our health, education and 
social aspirations, or our 
policy choices,” the presi-
dent said, and asked all to 
adapt Gandhi’s ideas and 
maxim to everyday’s work 
to celebrate our freedom 
and Indianness.

He said this Indian-
ness is not for us alone. “It 
is part of what our coun-
try and our civilisation 
bring to the global stage.” 

Kovind said the out-
come of education is not 
merely a degree or a di-
ploma, but the commit-
ment to help improve the 
life of another in a way 
that is sustainable.

“This is empathy and 
fraternity in action. This 
is the Indian spirit. This 
is India, because India 
belongs to the people of 
India not just to the gov-
ernment,” he added.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
The war of words between 
the Congress and the BJP 
over the Rafale deal does 
not seem to be ending. 
They have now entered a 
video war.

The Congress released 
on Tuesday a video ex-
plaining the deal, counter-
ing the explanation offered 
by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Monday.

“What ‘really’ is the Ra-
fale deal? NOT for dum-
mies. Here’s the teaser, 
stay tuned for more later 
today...,” said the official 
Twitter handle of the Con-
gress party as it shared a 
teaser of the video.

Later, releasing the 
video, it said: “Trapped 
in the web of lies on #Ra-
faleDeal? Watch this ‘real’ 
explanation. P.S. To the BJP 
‘mitrogen’ is clearly getting 
to your head.”

The video released by 
the BJP on Monday had 
featured National Film 
Award winner actress Pal-
lavi Joshi. 

Joshi, in a monologue, 
gave an example of how 
the former secretary of 
her housing society failed 
in purchasing safety locks 
from a French company 
despite negotiating for a 
decade.

She, after becoming 
the secretary of the soci-
ety, renegotiated the entire 
deal with the top boss of 
the same company for a 

lower price and also got 
additional services and 
security.

Joshi, at the end of two 
minute 19-second video, 
said a similar thing hap-
pened with the Rafale deal 
and through it, India had 
saved about INR 12,500 
crore. In the counter video 
released by the Congress, 
an unidentified woman 
spoke about her experi-
ence and thoughts on the 
safety locks for the society 
as the former secretary.

In an apparent refer-
ence to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, she said 
the “watchman” of the 
building said he would 
take care of security of the 
building.

“The watchman said 
he only needs one-fourth 
of the locks we ordered 
because less security is 
better than more security, 
right?” she said with a note 
of sarcasm.

She a lso  said  the 
“watchman” called the 
French company and said 
one of his friends, who he 
claimed was an expert in 
making keys, will make 
the keys for the locks as 
he has some debt to pay. 
Later, she said, it was re-
vealed that the ‘friend’ 
never made any key ever.

At the end of the two-
minute 26-second Con-
gress video, the woman 
said: “Fooling the public is 
not easy.”

Ne w  D e l h i ,  A u g . 1 4 
(IANS): A court here on 
Tuesday asked Delhi Po-
lice to file response on a 
plea by AAP legislators, 
including Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
seeking to restrain the 
force from leaking infor-
mation in the case related 
to the alleged assault of 
Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash in February.

The court has asked 
the Delhi Police to file 
response on the plea and 
listed the matter for fur-
ther hearing on August 25.

The Chief Secretary 
had alleged that he was 
beaten up by AAP MLAs in 
the presence of Kejriwal at 
the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence here on the night 
of February 19, where he 
had been called for a late-
night meeting.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday asked Centre 
and state governments to 
file action taken reports 
(ATRs) on the abuse of 
1,575 children living in 
shelter homes across the 
country.

After the Additional 
Solicitor General (ASG) 
Pinky Anand, appearing 
for Centre, informed the 
court that 1,575 children 
were sexually and physi-
cally abused in shelter 
homes, a bench headed 
by Justice Madan B. Lokur 
asked about the names of 
shelter homes and action 
taken by the governments.

The ASG said as per 
data collected by the Na-
tional Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) and social audits 
conducted by the Centre, 
1,575 children were sexu-
ally and physically abused, 
including 286 boys.

The court also ques-
tioned the Bihar govern-
ment for not making Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences 
(TISS) report public. The 
report mentions incidents 
of rapes of minor girls in 
the Muzaffarpur shelter 
home and elsewhere in 
the state. The Muzaffarpur 
horror came to light when 
the Bihar Social Welfare 
Department filed an FIR 
based on the TISS social 
audit.

Bhubaneswar, Aug. 14 
(IANS): Odisha Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik on 
Tuesday directed all the 
district collectors to re-
main prepared for a pos-
sible flood situation as the 
Met Office has predicted 
heavy rains in the next 
two days.

Holding a review meet-
ing, Patnaik directed the 
district collectors to meet 
any eventuality in view of 
the incessant rains.

“Odisha Disaster Rapid 
Action Force (ODRAF), 
Fire Services and National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) have been kept 
in readiness for eventual 
deployment,” Special Re-
lief Commissioner (SRC) 
Bishnupada Sethi said.

Sethi said all major riv-
ers are flowing below the 
danger level in the state.

However, the India Me-

teorological Department 
(IMD) in its forecast said 
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely to occur at a 
few places with extremely 
heavy rainfall at one or two 
places in the next two days 
under the impact of a low 
pressure formed over the 
Bay of Bengal.

The cumulative aver-
age rainfall of the state 
from June 1 to August 14 
comes to a surplus of 6.5 
per cent over the long-
term average rainfall.

Six districts have re-
ceived surplus rainfall of 
more than 19 per cent 
whereas 21 more districts 
have received normal 
showers during this pe-
riod.

The average rainfall of 
the remaining three dis-
tricts Sundargarh, Balangir 
and Deogarh districts has 
remained deficit.

Kolkata, Aug. 14 (IANS): Contrary to 
the party politburo, the CPI-M West 
Bengal state committee paid trib-
utes to veteran Communist leader 
and former Lok Sabha Speaker 
Somnath Chatterjee, who died 
here on Monday, detailing his long 
association with the party and ad-
dressing him as “comrade” on four 
occasions.

Refering to the veteran leader 
as a former party central commit-
tee member, the state committee 
in a condolence resolution traced 
“Comrade” Chatterjee’s three and 
a half decade-long parliamentary 
career as a party MP, lauding him as 

a “parliamentarian of unmatched 
ability”. “The CPI-M state commit-
tee meeting has condoled the death 
of former party central committee 
member and eminent parliamen-
tarian Somnath Chatterjee,” the res-
olution read. Describing Chatterjee 
as an eminent lawyer, the resolution 
said: “He was a parliamentarian 
of unmatched ability. Many of his 
speeches in the Lok Sabha are re-
garded as exemplary.”

The statement noted that Chat-
terjee served as Lok Sabha Speaker 
from 2004 to 2009, but avoided any 
reference to his expulsion from the 
party in 2008. However, it pointed 

out that even afterwards, “comrade” 
Chatterjee had continued to join 
forces with the Leftists in raising his 
voice for democracy, secularism 
and human rights.

“The state committee pays its 
respect to the memory of Comrade 
Somnath Chatterjee, an orator and 
a charming personality,” it added.

Hours before the state commit-
tee resolution, the CPI-M politburo 
had issued a brief condolence mes-
sage that conspicuously avoided 
any reference to Chatterjee’s long 
association with the party. It also 
did not address him even once as 
“comrade”.

Pune, Aug. 14 (IANS): The 
banking sector was rat-
tled again when hack-
ers siphoned off a whop-
ping Rs 94.42 crore from 
the Cosmos Cooperative 
Bank Ltd - the second 
oldest and second biggest 
cooperative bank in India 
- to foreign and domestic 
bank accounts, officials 
said on Tuesday.

Shockingly, the Cos-
mos Bank admitted that 
it was “cyber-attacked 
twice, first on Saturday 
and again on Monday” 
- with ATM withdrawals 
taking place in at least 28 
countries, according to 
an FIR lodged by a senior 
official with Chaturshringi 
Police Station.

The police complaint 
said the first attack took 
place on August 11 be-
tween 3 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
and the second on August 
13 around 11.30 a.m., af-
fecting its headquarters 
on Ganeshkhind Road.

“We have appointed 
a professional forensic 
agency to investigate this 
malware attack. It will 
submit its report in the 
next few days regard-
ing the modus oper-
andi of this and the ex-
act amounts involved,” 
Chairman Milind A. Kale 
told the media.

He said that normally, 
the Core Banking System 
(CBS) receives debit card 
payment requests via its 
‘Switching System’. But 
during the Malware at-

tack, a proxy switch was 
created and all the fraud-
ulent payment approvals 
were passed through the 
proxy switching system.

On Saturday, around 
INR 78 crore was with-
drawn through ATMs 
located in 28 countries 
through 12,000 Visa Card 
transactions, Kale added. 

These were trans-
ferred out of the country, 
including bank accounts 
in Hong Kong.

Another amount of 
INR 2.50 crore from 2,849 
transactions was trans-
ferred within India, de-
tails of which were being 
investigated by the police.

The cyber attack came 
to light on Saturday when 
the bank noticed “unu-
sual repeated transac-
tions taking place through 
its Visa and Rupay Debit 
Card Payment System”, 
Kale said.

As soon as these sus-
picious transactions 
were reported, the bank 
reacted by clamping a 
shutdown on its Visa and 
Rupay debit card pay-
ment systems pending 
investigation.

A police officer said 
that during those hours, 
some unknown persons 
hacked into the ATM 
Switch (servers) at the 
bank’s headquarters and 
acquired the sensitive 
data of its Visa and RuPay 
debit card customers.

However, in a fresh 
attack on Monday (Au-

gust 13), the hackers initi-
ated SWIFT transactions 
and transferred INR 13.92 
crore to the accounts of 
a company, ALM Trading 
Ltd, with Hang Seng Bank, 
Hong Kong. The amounts 
were soon withdrawn 
from that bank.

Kale pointed out that 
since the Malware attack 
was on the Switch System 
which is operative for the 
payment gateway of Visa/
Rupay debit cards and 
not on the Cosmos Bank’s 
CBS, “the customers’ ac-
counts and their balances 
are not at all affected.

“None of the fraudu-
lent transactions is deb-
ited to any customer ac-
counts and will not be 
debited in future too. The 
Savings, Term Deposits 
and Recurring accounts 
of the depositors are to-
tally safe,” Kale assured, 
urging customers not to 
panic.

He said the Bank’s 
servers and other systems 
were inspected annually 
by the RBI Audit and Sys-
tem Audit. 

The Cosmos Bank was 
ensuring all the measures 
for data security and this 
security system was fully 
operational.

Established in 1906, 
the Pune-headquartered 
Cosmos Bank is the sec-
ond oldest and second 
biggest cooperative bank 
in the India, enjoying the 
status of a multi-state 
scheduled bank.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
In a bid to make the airport 
sector more attractive to 
investors, the government 
on Tuesday proposed 
shifting from the current 
revenue sharing model 
to a fixed aeronautical 
yield model based on the 
number of passengers for 
greenfield airports.

“The present model 

is revenue sharing... The 
new model will be based 
on passengers entering 
the airport. 

This will be the most 
transparent method. With 
new technology, the head-
count is far more easier,” 
Civil Aviation Minister 
Suresh Prabhu said.

Sharing the draft of 
the new Model Conces-

sion Agreement (MCA) for 
greenfield airports which 
will be open for public 
consultation till Septem-
ber 14, Prabhu said the 
government was trying to 
remove regulatory hur-
dles and make the system 
transparent and predict-
able. 

“We want the model 
extremely transparent and 

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): The 
Central Reserve Police Force’s 
(CRPF) constable Sharief-ud-
Din Ganaie and Head Constable 
Mohammad Tafail, who lost 
their lives in 2017 while fighting 
militants in Jammu and Kash-
mir, have been posthumously 
selected for the President’s Police 
Medal for Gallantry (PPMG) -- 
the highest police medal.

Their names are among the 
942 Central and state police per-
sonnel whom the government 
has selected for ‘Police Medals’ 
on the 72nd Independence Day 
on Wednesday. 

Ganaie and Tafail succumbed 
to their bullet injuries while fight-
ing three Jaish-e-Mohammed 
militants who, on December 
30, 2017 midnight, attacked the 
CRPF’s South Kashmir-based 
Lethpora camp, one of the largest 
security establishments. Both the 
personnel were deployed in the 
CRPF’s 185 Battalion.

Of the medal winners, 117 
personnel have been selected 
for the Police Medal for Gal-

lantry (PMG), 88 for President’s 
Police Medal for Distinguished 
Services (PPM) and 675 for 
Police Medal for Meritorious 
Services, the Union Home Min-
istry announced on Tuesday, 
adding that the list of awardees 
was approved by President Ram 
Nath Kovind. 

The 3.5 lakh strong para-
military force bagged the highest 
number of 154 police medals. It is 
the only force whose two person-
nel were chosen for the PPMG 
awards posthumously. 

The force also bagged a record 
89 PMG awards among all armed 
forces and 58 PM awards. The 
CRPF is in the fourth place in 
bagging PPM awards.

This is the highest-ever gal-
lantry medals tally for the CRPF, 
a senior official said.

In the PMG awards list, the 
CRPF is followed by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police (37), Odisha 
Police (11), Border Security Force 
(10), Maharashtra Police (8), 
Chhattisgarh Police (6), five each 
from Delhi and Meghalaya Police, 

Assam Police (3); and one each by 
Bihar, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 
Police. 

The Intelligence Bureau 
bagged the highest eight PPM 
awards followed by six each by 
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the Uttar Pradesh 
Police; CRPF (5); four each by 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and 
Odisha Police and the Border 
Security Force; three each by the 
Central Industrial Security Force, 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police and 
Delhi, Maharashtra, Rajasthan 
and Tamil Nadu Police forces; 
two each by Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur, Punjab, Tel-
angana, Uttarakhand and West 
Bengal Police; and one each by 
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Meghalaya, Mizoram 
and Tripura, Chandigarh and 
Lakshadweep Police. 

The Sashastra Seema Bal, the 
National Investigation Agency, 
the National Disaster Response 
Force, Ministry of Home Affairs 
and Railways also bagged one 

award each. 
Besides police medals, the 

President has approved Correc-
tional Service Medals to 36 prison 
personnel. 

The list of awardees includes 
five President’s Correctional Serv-
ice Medal for Distinguished Serv-
ice and 31 Correctional Service 
Medal for Meritorious Service. 

A total of 59 personnel have 
been selected for Fire Service 
Medals. Of these, President’s Fire 
Service Medal for Gallantry will 
be awarded to one, Fire Service 
Medal for Gallantry to three, 
President’s Fire Service Medal for 
Distinguished Service to five and 
Fire Service Medal for Meritori-
ous Service to 50 personnel.

Fifty-five personnel have also 
been bestowed with Home Guard 
and Civil Defence Medals. Of 
these, President’s Home Guard 
and Civil Defence Medal for 
Distinguished Service have been 
awarded to five personnel and 
Home Guard and Civil Defence 
Medal for Meritorious Service to 
50 personnel.

something which will not 
be subject to any contro-
versy... The new regime 
would mean that the suc-
cessful dealer will have to 
provide facilities which 
will be pre-determined 
in terms of quality,” he 
added.

As per the new (pro-
p o s e d )  t r a n s a c t i o n 
structure, the Maximum 
Blended Aeronautical 
Yield (MBAY) for 2018-19 
is proposed to be INR 400 
per passenger, the maxi-
mum amount an airport 
operator can expect to 
earn from passengers for 
its aeronautical services.

The proposed bid pa-
rameter for airport op-
erator is ‘Concession fee 
per passenger’ payable to 
concessioning authority 
in terms of rupees per pas-
senger.  Bids will differ for 
each airport in line with 
projected traffic, financial 
returns and risk profile.
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Turkey to ‘boycott’ US 
electronic goods — Erdogan

A large section of the Morandi viaduct, upon which the A10 motorway runs, collapsed in Genoa, Italy, on 
August 14.

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen speaking during her visit to Los Angeles, 
California, during a stopover en route to allies Paraguay and Belize.

President Donald Trump signs the $716 billion defense policy bill named for Sen. John McCain at Fort Drum, N.Y., Mon-
day, Aug. 13.

Italy highway bridge collapses in Genoa

Taiwan leader makes rare US speech

Trump says “Space Force” to 
dominate foes, cites China

Rome, Aug. 14 (AFP): At 
least 22 people were killed 
on August 14 after a mo-
torway bridge collapsed in 
the northwestern port city 
of Genoa, Italy’s deputy 
transport Minister said.

“Unfortunately, I can 
confirm that 22 are dead 
and it’s a number that’s 
likely to rise,” Edoardo Rixi 
told TV channel Sky TG24. 

“It’s not acceptable that 
such an important bridge... 
was not built to avoid this 
kind of collapse,” Rixi said 
on SkyNews24, speaking 
from Genoa. “The central 
section came down.”

A section of the bridge 
crashed down from a 
height of about 50 metres 
over a river and some rail 
tracks and buildings. It 
collapsed at about 11.30 
a.m. (3 p.m. IST) during 
torrential rainfall, the local 
fire brigade said.

Transport Minister 
Danilo Toninelli said in a 
tweet that he was “follow-
ing with great apprehen-
sion what seems like an 
immense tragedy”.

The office of Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte 
said he was heading to 
Genoa in the evening and 
would remain there on Au-
gust 15. Defence Minister 
Elisabetta Trenta said the 
Army was ready to offer 
manpower and vehicles 
to help with the rescue 
operations.

Earlier, the head of 
the ambulance service 
said there were “dozens of 
dead”. At least 10 people 
were killed and 20 vehicles 
were involved, local police 
sources had said.

Helicopter footage 
on social media showed 
trucks and cars strand-
ed on either side of the 

roughly 80-metre long 
collapsed section of the 
bridge, which was built on 
the A10 toll motorway in 
the 1960s.

Restructuring work on 
the bridge, which was 1.2 
km long in total, was car-
ried out in 2016. The high-
way operator said work to 
shore up the foundation 
of the bridge was being 
carried out at the time of 
the collapse, adding that 
the bridge was constantly 
monitored.

The highway is a major 
artery to the Italian Rivi-
era and to France’s south-
ern coast. Train services 
around Genoa have been 
halted.

A witness told Sky Italia 
television he saw “eight 
or nine” vehicles on the 
bridge when it collapsed 
in what he said was an 
“apocalyptic scene.”

Los Angeles, Aug. 14 (AFP): 
Taiwan’s president has giv-
en a speech in the United 
States - the first time in 15 
years that a leader of the 
island has spoken publicly 
on American soil - prompt-
ing a rapid response from 
Beijing.

During a stopover en 
route to Paraguay, Tsai Ing-
wen, whose government 
refuses to endorse Beijing’s 
view that Taiwan is part of 
China, vowed to defend 
democratic values.

“We will keep our pledge 
that we are willing to jointly 
promote regional stability 
and peace under the prin-
ciples of national interests, 
freedom and democracy,” 
she said on Monday.

China views Taiwan as 
part of its own territory - to 
be reunified by force if nec-
essary - even though the 
two sides split in 1949 after 
a civil war.

Tsai made her speech 
at the Ronald Reagan Presi-
dential Library, whose 
namesake she praised for 
his contribution to Taiwan-
US relations, including a 
commitment not to pres-
sure Taipei to negotiate with 
Beijing.

“Everything was negoti-
able except two things: our 
freedom and our future,” 
she quoted from Reagan’s 
remarks in her talk, adding 
that this is also the senti-

Washington, Aug. 14 (AFP): 
US President Donald Trump 
signed an almost $750 bil-
lion defense spending bill 
Monday, while vowing a new 
“Space Force” would give 
America dominance over ri-
vals in China and elsewhere.

“Our competitors have 
begun weaponising space,” 
Trump warned troops at Fort 
Drum in New York state, as 
he signed a National Defense 
Authorisation Act passed by 
Congress earlier this month.

“It’s not enough to have 
American presence in space. 
We must have American 
dominance in space,” Trump 
said, as he warned of the 

threat from China and else-
where.

“Look at what they’re do-
ing, they have given me run-
downs,” he said in reference 
to security briefings. “I’ve 
seen things that you don’t 
want to see what they’re do-
ing and how advanced they 
are.”

“They want to jam trans-
missions which threaten our 
battlefield operations and so 
many other things”

“We’ll be catching them 
very shortly,” he said. “We 
will be so far ahead of them 
in a very short time, your 
head will spin.” 

He specifically men-

tioned a “new” Chinese mili-
tary division that oversees 
space operations.

The spending bill con-
tains a number of important 
provisions, including a pro-
hibition on delivering F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter aircraft 
to Turkey, a NATO ally unless 
they ditch Russian technol-
ogy.

Trump has spared with 
the country’s leaders over 
the detention of a Christian 
pastor.

It also extends a restric-
tion on US-Russian military 
cooperation, something the 
White House vociferously 
opposed.

Car crashes outside 
British Parliament

Al Qaeda seeking ‘opportunistic attacks’ — UN

Taliban militants overrun Afghan Army base

London, Aug. 14 (PTI): A car today crashed into 
security barriers outside the UK’s Parliament at 
speed, injuring two persons, Scotland Yard said as 
its counter-terror unit arrested a man on suspicion 
of  terrorism offences.

Police have put up a Terrorism Act cordon, a 
reaction to incidents of  this nature near any high-
security hotspots in the city.

“At 0737 hrs (1207 IST) today, a car was in 
collision with barriers outside the Houses of  Par-
liament. The male driver of  the car was detained 
by officers at the scene,” the Metropolitan Police 
said in a statement.

The vehicle crashed into the large steel barriers 
erected around the Houses of  Parliament complex 
in Westminster in central London.

The car was seen wedged into flap-style bar-
riers that allows vehicles access to the House of  
Lords, giving the impression that the driver may 
have been trying to gain access to the Parliament 
building.

Armed officers from Scotland Yard were at the 
scene instantly and one man, in his late 20s, was 
arrested on suspicion of  terrorism offences.

Prime Minister Theresa May said: “My 
thoughts are with those injured in the incident in 
Westminster and my thanks to the emergency serv-
ices for their immediate and courageous response.” 

The eyewitnesses said that a man, who looked 
calm, was led away in handcuffs from the car by 
officers after the crash.

London Ambulance Service said in a state-
ment that it had “treated two people at the scene 
for injuries that are not believed to be serious and 
have taken them to hospital”. The police added 
that they do not believe any of  the injuries are 
“life-threatening”.

The incident occurred at peak rush hour, re-
sulting in major travel disruptions as Westminster 
tube station was shut down and road closures put 
in place.

Streets around Millbank, Parliament Square 
and Victoria Tower Gardens have been cordoned 
off.

Heavy armed police presence could be seen in 
the area as the incident unfolded.

Parliament is currently not sitting.

United Nations, Aug. 14 
(IANS): The Al Qaeda in 
the Indian Subcontinent 
(AQIS) is looking to carry 
out opportunistic attacks, 
but has low operational ca-
pability in India, according 
to a UN report.

“AQIS is relatively iso-
lated owing to increased 
security measures within 
the wider region, but the 
group continues to seek 
security gaps for oppor-
tunistic attacks,” according 
to the report by the Ana-
lytical Support and Sanc-
tions Monitoring Team for 
Al Qaeda and the Islamic 
State (IS) released on Mon-
day.

“The group, Al Qaeda’s 
newest affiliate, is ideologi-
cally inclined to carry out 
attacks inside India but its 
capability is believed to be 
low,” the report said.

AQIS was formed in 
2014 and was led by Asim 
Umar, who is said to be 
an Indian belonging to the 
Pakistan-based Harkat-ul-
Jihad al-Islami, which was 
itself  an Al Qaeda spon-
sored organisation.

Al  Qaeda  in  Arab 

Peninsula (AQAP) was 
entrusted with carrying 
out propaganda for AQIS 
along with other Al Qaeda 
groups, the UN team’s re-
port said.

For the South Asia re-
gion, the report said that Al 
Qaeda posed a longer-term 
threat, even though the IS 
was seen as an immediate 
threat.

It said: “Al Qaeda still 
maintains a presence in 
South Asia. It adapts to the 
local environment while 
trying to embed itself  into 
local struggles and com-
munities. It is closely allied 
with the Taliban.”

Quoting a UN member 
nation it did not identify, the 
report added that although 
the IS “posed an immedi-
ate threat, Al Qaeda was 
the ‘intellectually stronger 
group’ and remained a long-
er-term threat.”

It also said that Al Qae-
da leader Ayman al-Zawa-
hiri and Osama bin Laden’s 
son, Hamza, were reported 
to be in the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border areas.

But the report asserted 
that Islamabad had taken 

steps to reduce terrorism-
related activities near the 
border.

“In Pakistan, extensive 
counter-terrorist operations 
are reported to have led to 
a reduction in the number 
of  terrorists and terrorist 
training facilities, and in the 
quantity of  locally available 
explosive material in the 
Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas. Some of  the 
terrorists were displaced 
across the border into Af-
ghanistan,” it said.

The report said that 
members and leaders of  the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
have joined the IS and make 
up a majority of  its cadres 
in Afghanistan estimated 
to number between 3,500 
and 4,500.

Globally it noted that 
“while there was as yet little 
evidence of  a re-emerging 
direct global threat from Al 
Qaeda, improved leader-
ship and enhanced com-
munication will probably 
increase the threat over 
time, as will any rise in the 
tendency, already visible in 
some regions, of  ISIL sup-
porters to join Al Qaeda”.

The UN team’s assess-
ment of  the AQIS capabil-
ity in India was similar to 
that made separately in 
2017 by an independent ter-
rorism expert, Mohammed 
Sinan Siyech of  the Inter-
national Centre for Politi-
cal Violence and Terrorism 
Research in Singapore.

In a paper published 
online by the Washington-
based Middle East Insti-
tute last September, Siyech 
wrote: “Al Qaeda’s pres-
ence in India was modest, 
at best - comparable to that 
of  its rival the Islamic State, 
which, despite its remark-
able worldwide propaganda 
and networks, did not man-
age to accomplish any large-
scale attacks and whose 
very limited appeal among 
Indian Muslims, according 
to official accounts, further 
dwindled.”

He attributed it to “the 
rigorous scrutiny of  In-
dian security agencies, the 
influential role of  the fam-
ily- oriented Indian Muslim 
community, along with the 
vehement opposition by the 
country’s major madrasas 
and movements.”

Maimana, Aug. 14 (IANS): At least 
17 Afghan soldiers were killed after 
Taliban militants overran an Army 
base in the northern part of  the 
country following a three-day intense 
fighting, officials said on Tuesday.

The clashes started last Saturday 
after hundreds of  Taliban militants 
stormed and besieged Camp-e-
Chenayeeha base in remote Ghor-
mach district of  Faryab province 
in which about 106 Army soldiers 
were stationed, Xinhua news agency 

reported.
The Taliban attack in the north 

coincided with clashes in southeast-
ern province of  Ghazni, which lies 
on the main highway linking Kabul 
with the south. Hundreds of people 
have been killed or injured during 
clashes there since last week. Heavy 
clashes and airstrikes were reported 
on Tuesday as fighting in the city 
entered the fifth day.

The UN Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs has 

warned that residents of  Ghazni 
were struggling to access basic serv-
ices and medical care.

“The besieged soldiers showed 
stiff  resistance and fought back the 
attackers for the past three days but 
the base was captured by militants as 
the soldiers received no help or sup-
plies despite repeated requests,” said 
Sebghatullah Selaab, an official from 
the provincial council.

He said 15 soldiers were injured 
and five others were captured by the 

militants while several soldiers fled to 
nearby villages or mountains.

The Taliban seized 14 armoured 
military vehicles, heavy guns, weap-
ons and ammunition after the seizure 
of the base in the province, 425 km 
northwest of Kabul. 

The Taliban-led insurgency has 
been on the rampage since the be-
ginning of  2015 when the Afghan 
security forces assumed full respon-
sibilities of security from the US and 
NATO troops.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan has been repeatedly photographed with Apple 
products including the iPhone and iPad.

Istanbul, Aug. 14 (AFP): 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Tuesday said 
Turkey would boycott 
US electronic goods in 
retaliation for punitive 
sanctions by Washington 
against Ankara over the 
detention of an American 
pastor.

“We will boycott US 
electronic goods,” Er-
dogan said in a televised 
speech, raising the stakes 
in a spat that has seen 
the Turkish lira plunge to 
record lows.

“If (the United States) 
have the iPhone, there’s 
Samsung on the other 
side,” he said, referring 
to US giant Apple’s iconic 

phone and the top South 
Korean brand.

“We (also) have our 

Venus and Vestel,” he said 
about homegrown Turkish 
electronics brands.

Relations between 
the two NATO allies have 
plummeted in one of their 
worst crises in decades 
after the detention of US 
pastor Andrew Brunson 
on terror-related charges, 
sending the Turkish lira 
into free fall against the 
dollar.

Erdogan has been re-
peatedly photographed 
with Apple products in-
cluding the iPhone and 
iPad.

He also made his now 
famous speech on the 
night of the July 2016 
failed coup calling citizens 
out into the street through 
Facetime, an iPhone app.

Erdogan said Turkey 

was facing an “econom-
ic attack” and a “bigger, 
deeper operation” but 
showed no sign of making 
concessions to the United 
States.

“They don’t hesitate 
to use the economy as a 
weapon,” he said. “What 
do you want to do? What 
do you want to achieve,” 
he added, referring to the 
US.

Erdogan admitted the 
Turkish economy had 
problems - including a 
widening current account 
deficit and inflation of 
almost 16 per cent but 
added: “Thanks to God, 
our economy is function-
ing like clockwork.”

People display a large national flag during a rally to mark the country’s Independence Day in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, on August 14

Pakistan celebrates Independence 
Day with patriotic zeal, fervour
Islamabad, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
People all across Pakistan 
on Tuesday celebrated the 
country’s 72nd Independ-
ence Day with traditional 
zeal and fervour.

As the clock struck 
midnight, fireworks began 
across the county while 
buildings were lit up to cel-
ebrate Independence Day.

The day-long festivities 
began with thanksgiving 
prayers and the hoisting 
of the national flag at all 
important public build-
ings in the country, which 
had been decorated with 
bunting and lights ahead 
of August 14, reports Dawn 
online.

The day began with a 
31-gun salute in the capi-
tal, followed by 21-gun 
salutes in all four provincial 
capitals.

Pakistan Rangers of-
ficials at the Wagah border 
crossing exchanged sweets 
with Indian Border Secu-
rity Force personnel.

The main ceremony 
will be hosted at the Islam-

abad’s Convention Centre, 
where President Mam-
noon Hussain is expected 
to hoist the national flag. 
Caretaker Prime Minister 
Nasirul Mulk, the three 
chiefs of the armed forces 
and other notable person-

alities will be in attend-
ance.

Change-of-guard cer-
emonies were also held at 
the mausoleums of Quaid-
i-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and Allama Iqbal 
in Karachi and Lahore, re-

spectively.
People across the coun-

try flocked to stalls that 
lined up streets to purchase 
national flags in different 
sizes, t-shirts, badges and 
other merchandise to dis-
play their national pride.

ment of Taiwanese people 
at the moment.

Her transit in Los An-
geles was the most high-
profile since former Taiwan 
president Chen Shui-bian’s 
2003 stopover in New York, 
where he accepted a human 
rights award and delivered 
several public speeches.

Washington switched 
diplomatic recognition to 
Beijing from Taipei in 1979, 
but it remains the island’s 
biggest arms supplier and 
most important unofficial 
ally.

Ties have warmed fur-
ther since Donald Trump 
came to power, and were 
further bolstered by the 
passage this week of the 
National Defense Authori-
zation Act, which includes 
a commitment to support 
Taiwan militarily.

China’s Taiwan Affairs 
Office on Tuesday reiterated 
its opposition to any at-

tempt to promote Taiwan’s 
independence when asked 
to comment on Tsai’s US 
transit.

“Taiwan is an inalien-
able part of China. We firmly 
oppose any attempt to cre-
ate ‘two Chinas’, ‘one China, 
one Taiwan’ and ‘Taiwan 
independence’ in the inter-
national arena,” it said in a 
statement responding to a 
question from AFP.

Tsai’s trip to Paraguay 
comes as Taiwan seeks to 
firm up ties with its dwin-
dling band of diplomatic 
allies, whose number fell to 
18 after Burkina Faso and 
the Dominican Republic 
switched recognition to 
Beijing in May.

Under pressure from 
Beijing, a growing number 
of international airlines and 
companies have also edited 
their websites to refer to the 
territory as “Taiwan, China” 
or “Chinese Taipei.”

PTI
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ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror Actor Akshay Kumar has urged people to maintain road safety 

and follow traffic rules. The brand ambassador of the Indian 
government’s Road Safety Campaign, Akshay on Tuesday 
along with Minister for Road Transport and Highways 
Nitin Gadkari launched a Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) about road awareness. The “Airlift” star on 
Twitter said he immediately joined the campaign when 
he got to know the shocking facts and figures related 
to road accidents which can be prevented.

Akshay Kumar urges 
people to follow traffic rules

T
he 25-year-old pop star only 
proposed to the ‘Baywatch’ 
actress last month following 
just two months of official 
dating, but he’s wasting no 

time merging the two families ahead of 
their romantic nuptials as he’s taking his 
loved ones to the brunette beauty’s home 
country for a “get together” with her 
mother Madhu and brother Siddharth.

A source told PEOPLE.com: “He and 
his family are going to India to meet 
her family.”

This 
isn’t the first 
time Nick 
has flown 
over to India 
to meet the 
36-year-old 
star’s relatives 
as the pair 
jetted over there in June to 
attend her friend’s wedding.

The ‘Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle’ 
hunk also took Priyanka along as his guest 
when his cousin Rachel Tamburelli got 
married in New Jersey last month.

A source said at the time: “It’s a huge 
deal that Nick brought Priyanka to his 
cousin’s wedding. He’s dated a lot over 
the last couple years but it’s never been 
anything serious, so this is a big step. Nick 
and Priyanka really like each other, and 
his family enjoyed getting to know her as 
well. She fit right in!”

Nick proposed to Priyanka during 
a romantic trip to London for her 36th 
birthday and the pair reportedly celebrat-
ed their news with the Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex.

A source said: “They are very happy. 
His friends and family have never seen 
him like this, and they’re all really excited 
for him. He’s definitely very serious about 
her.”

Speculation mounted about an en-

gage-
ment after 
director Ali 
Abbas Zafar 
announced 
Priyanka was 
leaving the 
Indian film 
‘Bharat’ and 
hinted that 
Nick had some-
thing to do with 
the decision.

He tweeted: “Yes 
Priyanka Chopra is no 
more part of @Bharat_
TheFilm & and the reason 
is very very special , she 
told us in the Nick of time 
about her decision and 
we are very happy for her 
... Team Bharat wishes @
priyankachopra loads of 
love & happiness for life 
(sic).”

femalefirst.co.uk

B
ackstreet Boys is among the 
list of celebrities who will be 
presenters at the 2018 MTV 
Video Music Awards.

Along with the pop group, 
“Night School” co-stars Tiffany Haddish 

and Kevin Hart will be handing out 
trophies, as will Millie Bobby Brown, 
who is featured in Maroon’s star-
studded music video for the song 
“Girls like you” with Cardi B, reports 
ew.com.

Other presenters include actress 
Amandla Stenberg, singer Bebe 
Rexha, actress Blake Lively and rap-
per G-Eazy.

Singer-actress Rita Ora, who 
received two nominations for her 
collaboration with late DJ Avicii on 
“Lonely together”, and singer Liam 

Payne, 
nominated for his “Get low 

(street video)” with Zedd, are slated to present.
The VMAs will take place here on August 20.

IANS

S
ingers Beyonce and Jay-Z 
paid tribute to legendary 
singer Aretha Franklin 
who is medically critical.

During their On the 
Run II Tour, the couple took a mo-
ment out of their performance 

and gave a nod to Franklin, 
reports metro.co.uk.

The “Love on the top” 
star said: “We love you 
and thank you for all the 
beautiful music.”

The 76-year-old singer 
was diagnosed with 
cancer in 2010, and is 
now facing serious health 
problems.

DJ Khaled also paid 
tribute to the singer, asking his 

fans during his gig to “send some 
love to Aretha Franklin” before he 
played “Respect”, one of her popu-
lar songs.

Roland Martin, a journalist 
who frequently covers Franklin, 
broke the news of Franklin’s health 
condition in a tweet which stated: 
“Many of you are asking me to 
confirm the health status of Aretha 
Franklin. Folks, I’ve known for 
several months. The Queen is sur-
rounded by loved ones. That’s all I 
will say for now.”

IANS

T
he estranged 
couple had been 
working out the 
legalities of their 
split behind closed 

doors with a private judge, 
but, after the 43-year-old 
actress ditched her celeb-
rity divorce attorney Laura 
Wasser and hired a new legal 
team, the details of their 
court battle have been made 
public and the Hollywood 
hunk thinks it’s “terrible” for 
their children Maddox, 16, 
Pax, 14, Zahara, 13, Shiloh, 
12, and twins Vivienne and 
Knox, nine.

A source told The Blast 
that Brad thinks their divorce 
battle should remain private 
and the fact that it’s now out 
in the pubic eye is “disgust-
ing” because some of their 
children are now old enough 
to read about it on social 
media and on the internet.

The insider has told the 
publication that Brad is hop-
ing Angelina will eventually 
see how their bitter battle is 
hurting the kids and stops 
the public fighting.

Last week, Angelina 
claimed Brad hadn’t paid 
enough child support to 
her since their split almost 
two years ago and that she 
intends to file a request for a 
court order.

Her lawyer Samantha 
Bley DeJean said: “[Pitt] has 
a duty to pay child support. 
As of present, [Pitt] has paid 
no meaningful child support 
since separation.

“Given the informal 
arrangements around the 
payment of the children’s 
expenses have not been 

regularly sustained by [Pitt] 
for over a year and a half, 
[Jolie] intends to file an RFO 
[request for a court order] for 
the establishment of a retro-
active child support order.”

The public remark led 
to the ‘Fight Club’ star filing 
his own papers, in which 
he called Angelina’s claim 
“a thinly veiled effort to ma-
nipulate media coverage.”

Brad’s lawyer Lance 
Spiegel has claimed in the 
papers that the 53-year-old 
actor “loaned” his estranged 
wife $8 million to help her 
purchase her current house 
and has contributed over 
$1.3 million “in bills for the 
benefit of [Angelina] and the 
minor children.” Brad also 
“adamantly disputes the con-
tention that he has not paid 
child support.”

The divorce proceedings 
were kick started immedi-
ately after their split, but 
the former couple are not 
“even close” to settling things 
because they can’t agree on 
anything.

A source said recently: 
“Brad and Angelina are not 
even close to settling their 
divorce. They are so hung up 
on dealing with the custody 
issues that they haven’t even 
exchanged any financial doc-
uments yet, which is routine 
in divorces and one of the 
first steps people take in the 
filing process. There will be 
no settlement or resolution 
anytime soon. They are kind 
of at an impasse at this point 
because the focus has been 
on custody; nothing else has 
been hashed out yet.”

femalefirst.co.uk

A
lia Bhatt said she doesn’t believe in 
reacting to rumours about her marriage 
but feels she is in a happy place, both 
personally and professionally.

The “Raazi” star is currently dating 
Ranbir Kapoor and there have been speculations 
that the couple might tie the knot next year.

When asked about the same, Alia told reporters 
last night, “I don’t react to rumours. Rumours are 
not meant to be reacted upon. As long as you aren’t 
entering my bathroom, I am fine because if you are 
not talking about me then maybe I am not relevant 
enough.

“But honestly, I am in a very good place both 
personally and professionally so no issues whatso-
ever,” she added.

In an interview to a fashion magazine earlier 
this year, Ranbir had opened up about his relation-
ship with Alia. The duo will share screen space for 
the first time in “Brahmastra”.

When asked if it adds to the 
performance if one is dating 

their co-star, Alia said, “When 
you’re an actor, your job is 
to act. When you’re in front 
of the camera, it doesn’t 
matter who you are dating, 

not dating, whether you’re tall 
or short or fat or unhappy or 
very happy.

“Sometimes, there have 
been days when I’ve 

been very upset 
but I had to dance 
around and feel 
very excited. So 
that’s the proc-
ess of being 
an actor.” 

Alia was 
speaking at 
the launch 
of the new 
collection 

of Caprese 
bags, for which 
she also walked 
the ramp.

PTI

R
apper Travis Scott’s 
“Astroworld” has topped 
the Billboard 200 Chart.

“From a critical 
standpoint, this is per-

haps the Album of the Year. Travis 
Scott has proven himself to be a 
creative force with this collection of 
songs and his overall vision for ‘As-
troworld’,” Arjun Sankalia, Director 
International Music, Sony Music 
India, said in a statement.

“This is one of those albums 
that transcends music and be-
comes art. Its success in India is 
extremely gratifying too, no doubt 
stemming from the increasing ac-
ceptance of hip-hop fuelled by the 
vibrant local scene.”

The set -- which was released 
on August 3 via Cactus Jack/Grand 
Hustle/Epic Records -- earned 
537,000 equivalent album units in 
the week ending August 9, accord-

ing to Nielsen Music. 
The Billboard 200 Chart ranks 

the most popular albums of the 
week in the US based on con-
sumption as measured in equiva-
lent album units. 

“Astroworld” grants Scott 
his second number one on the 
Billboard 200 Chart, following his 
previous release, 2016’s “Birds in 
the Trap Sing McKnight”.

IANS

2:00 PM, 8:00 PM 
GOLD (Hindi)
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SATYAMEV JAYATE (Hindi)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150, Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Beyonce, Jay-Z dedicate 
concert to Aretha Franklin

Brad Pitt angry 
with Angelina Jolie’s 
public divorce

No need to react to 
marriage rumours 
says, Alia Bhatt

Backstreet Boys to be presenters at VMAs

Nick Jonas has decided to 

take his close family across 

to India to meet his fiancee 

Priyanka Chopra’s relatives 

ahead of their wedding

Travis Scott’s ‘Astroworld’ tops Billboard 200 Chart

Nick Jonas 
to take family 
to India to 
meet fiancee’s 
parents



11SCIENCE & TECH
EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Wednesday, August 15 , 2018

Representational image

Google storing location data has 
strong potential for abuse — Experts

Super-insulating gel could help build Mars habitats

Earth’s oldest known evolved 
rocks result of asteroids

Cycling can reduce your loneliness, boost mental health

VR technology helps amputees feel prosthetics as part of body

Earth mini-moons may provide 
testing grounds for space missions

NASA to send submarine to 
seafloor next week — Report
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Sydney, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
The oldest evolved rocks 
on Earth are the conse-
quence of asteroids col-
liding with the the planet 
4 billion years ago,an Aus-
tralian research released on 
Tuesday revealed.

The study by the Curtin 
University suggests that the 
rocks, part of the Acasta 
Gneiss Complex in north-
west Canada, are the result 
of asteroids smashing into 
the Earth and melting its 
crust, allowing evolved, or 
granitic, rocks to form, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 

What led scientists 
to suggest that they were 
formed in this way was 
firstly, the composition of 
the rocks is different from 

the those typical of the 
Earth’s ancient crust.

“ T h e  o n l y  k n ow n 
evolved rocks from the 
Hadean eon are those in 
northwest Canada, which 
have chemical composi-
tions clearly distinct from 
those that dominate an-
cient continental crust 
worldwide, suggesting they 
were formed in a different 
way,” research co-author 
professor Phil Bland said. 

Secondly, the rocks 
were melted at very low 
pressures, equivalent to the 
uppermost few kilometres 
of crust, meaning the event 
happened closer to the 
Earth’s surface. 

“The melting of these 
rocks at such shallow levels 

is most easily explained by 
meteorite impacts, which 
would have supplied the 
energy to attain the ex-
treme temperatures re-
quired for melting,” lead 
researcher Tim Johnson 
said.

This period, around 
4 billion years ago, was 
dominated by a barrage of 
asteroid impacts that would 
have caused widespread 
melting and recycling of the 
Earth’s surface.

“Consequently, there 
are almost no rocks pre-
served from Earth’s forma-
tive Hadean eon,” Bland 
said.

Meaning these rocks 
were rare survivors from a 
very different time on Earth.

London, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
Feeling lonely? Riding your 
bicycles may not only im-
prove your general and 
mental health, but also in-
crease social interaction, 
says a study.

The study showed that 
cycling is the healthiest 
mode of transport and is 
associated with better self-
perceived general health, 
better mental health, greater 
vitality, lower self-perceived 
stress and fewer feelings of 
loneliness.

“The findings suggest 
that active transport --es-
pecially cycling-- should 
be encouraged in order to 
improve health and increase 
social interaction,” said lead 
author Avila Palencia from 
the Barcelona Institute for 
Global Health (ISGlobal) in 
Barcelona, Spain.

The second most benefi-
cial transport mode, walk-
ing, was associated with 
good self-perceived general 
health, greater vitality, and 
more contact with friends 
and/or family.

“Ours is the first study to 
associate the use of multiple 
urban transport modes with 
health effects such as mental 
health and social contact. It 
also allowed us to highlight 
the positive effect of walk-
ing, which in previous stud-
ies was not very conclusive,” 
she added.

The study, published in 
the journal Environment 
International, was carried 
out in seven European cities: 
Antwerp, Barcelona, Lon-
don, Orebro, Rome, Vienna 
and Zurich and included 
more than 8,800 people.

The transport modes as-

sessed in the study were car, 
motorbike, public transport, 
bicycle, electric bicycle and 
walking.

Driving and public-
transport use were associat-
ed with poor self-perceived 
general health, while cars 
were linked with fewer feel-
ings of loneliness.

“This result is most likely 
due to the fact that the study 
population drove very infre-
quently and most journeys 
by car were probably for 
social purposes, such as 
visiting a family member 
or a friend,” the researchers 
explained.

The study stressed on 
the need for “an integrated 
approach to urban planning, 
transport planning and pub-
lic health is needed in order 
to develop policies that pro-
mote active transport, such 

London, Aug. 14 (IANS): In a break-
through approach that combined 
virtual reality and artificial tactile 
sensations, amputees felt as though 
their prosthetic hand was part of their 
own body.

In the study, scientists from the 
Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lau-
sanne (EPFL) in Switzerland, used an 
astute combination of two senses -- 
sight and touch, to convince amputees 
that the prosthetic hand belonged to 
their own body. 

The results, published in the Jour-
nal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and 
Psychiatry, also showed that the phan-
tom limb grows into the prosthetic 
hand.

Many amputees often opt out of 
prolonged use of their prosthetic limb 
because their own perception of the 
missing limb does not match up with 
what they see of the prosthesis.

“The brain regularly uses its senses 

to evaluate what belongs to the body 
and what is external to the body. We 
showed exactly how vision and touch 
can be combined to trick the ampu-
tee’s brain into feeling what it sees, 
inducing embodiment of the pros-
thetic hand with an additional effect 
that the phantom limb grows into the 
prosthetic one,” said Giulio Rognini 
from the EPFL. 

“The setup is portable and could 
one day be turned into a therapy to 
help patients embody their prosthetic 
limb permanently,” Rognini added. 

For the study, the team provided 
artificial tactile sensations at the tip 
of the index finger -- of the phantom 
limb -- by stimulating the patient’s 
nerve in the stump, in two hand am-
putees.

At the same time, the patient wore 
virtual reality goggles which showed 
the index finger of the prosthetic limb 
glowing in synchrony with the admin-

Washington, Aug. 14 (PTI): 
Scientists have developed a 
transparent heat-resistant 
gel using beer waste that 
may one day be used to 
build greenhouse-like habi-
tats for humans on Mars.

The “aerogel,” which 
looks like a flattened plastic 
contact lens, could also be 
used on buildings on Earth 
to help make huge savings 
on energy costs.

The is so resistant to 
heat that you could put a 
strip of it on your hand and 
a fire on top without feeling 
a thing, researchers said. 
However, unlike similar 
products on the market, 
the material is mostly see-
through.

“Transparency is an en-
abling feature because you 
can use this gel in windows, 
and you could use it in ex-
traterrestrial habitats,” said 

Ivan Smalyukh, a professor 
at University of Colorado 
at Boulder (CU Boulder) in 
the US.

“You could harvest 
sunlight through that ther-
mally-insulating material 
and store the energy inside, 
protecting yourself from 
those big oscillations in 
temperature that you have 
on Mars or on the moon,” 
said Smalyukh.

The group’s gel is also 
cheaper to produce be-
cause it comes from beer 
waste.

Aerogels are at least 90 
per cent gas by weight, but 
their defining feature is air. 
Their thin films are made 
up of crisscrossing patterns 
of solid material that trap air 
inside billions of tiny pores, 
similar to the bubbles in 
bubble wrap. It is that trap-
ping capacity that makes 

them such good insulators.
Most currently avail-

able aerogels, however, are 
opaque. To make a differ-
ent type of gel, researchers 
began with the common 
plant sugar cellulose.

By carefully controlling 
how cellulose molecules 
link up, the team is able to 
orient them into a lattice-
like pattern.

That pattern is so uni-
form that it allows light to 
pass through unbothered, 
giving the gel its transparent 
appearance.

Researchers can make 
cellulose by adding special-
ized bacteria to a wide range 
of food waste. The team has 
been driving to breweries 
across the Boulder area to 
collect tubs of beer wort, or 
the waste liquid produced 
during the brewing process.

“So not only are we re-

cycling and saving this valu-
able material from entering 
the landfill, but we’re also 
producing this raw mate-
rial cheaply,” said Andrew 
Hess, a PhD student at CU 
Boulder.

The final product of the 
team’s efforts is a thin, flex-
ible film that is roughly 100 
times lighter than glass.

Researchers envision 
a peel-and-stick film that 
would available at depart-
mental stores and could 
simply be attached to home 
windows.

“Our approach so far 
has been around windows,” 
Hess said.

“However, we also see 
our technology being en-
abling for so many other ap-
plications, including smart 
clothes, for insulating cars 
and protecting firefighters,” 
he said.

Hyderabad, Aug. 13 (India Science 
Wire): Japanese Encephalitis, a lead-
ing form of viral encephalitis is a 
major problem in India. It is caused 
by mosquito-borne JE virus which 
belongs to the same genus as dengue 
and yellow fever.

In a new study, a team of research-
ers led by scientists of the National 
Brain Research Centre (NBRC) has 
identified proteins that facilitate entry 
of JE virus inside the brain cells. Two 
brain cell proteins - PLVAP (Plasma-
lemma vesicle-associated protein) 
and GKN3 (Gastrokine3) - facilitate 
the entry of the virus into brain cell. 
The study has been done in labora-
tory mice.

JE infection occurs when viral at-
tachment proteins interact with cellu-
lar membrane proteins of host cells. In 
their study, scientists synthesized JEV 
E-glycoprotein (viral attachment pro-
tein) in bacteria followed by its collec-
tion and purification. The purified E 
protein was made to interact with cell 
membrane fraction of mouse brain to 
find out interacting partners from cell 
membrane. Following the binding of 
E protein with cellular partners, the 
interacting proteins were identified 
using two-dimensional gel electro-
phoresis and mass spectrometry.

“Amongst the identified proteins, 
PLVAP and GKN3 were shown to be 
present on neuronal cell surface which 
means they have a role in viral entry 
into neurons. We reconfirmed their 
presence on the surface of neurons 
isolated from mouse cerebral cortex, 
which validates their identity as neu-
ronal proteins. In addition, PLVAP 
protein was found to be upregulated in 
human autopsy tissue of JE infection,” 
explained Dr Anirban Basu, senior 
scientist at NBRC who led the study.

Researchers also found that re-
ducing PLVAP receptor in neurons 
decreased JEV entry and upregulating 
(increasing) them increased viral entry 
on the other hand. It shows the two 
proteins are important for viral inva-
sion. “Identification of host proteins, 
important for viral entry into neurons 
provides us with candidates, whose 
targeting may be useful to block viral 
infection thus reducing disease sever-
ity,” added Dr Basu.

Now the team is planning to col-
laborate with some pharmaceutical 
companies to identify potential drug 
which may be able to block this recep-
tor proteins. According to Dr. Basu, 
these receptors may be common for 
other viruses which target cells of the 
nervous system, like Zika, West Nile 

and even dengue. However, extensive 
research is needed for the confirma-
tion.

“This research is highly significant 
and will advance the field towards 
development of therapies against JE”, 
commented Dr. Manjula Kalia, a sci-
entist from Faridabad-based Transla-
tional Health Science And Technology 
Institute, who is not associated with 
this study.

Dr. Milind Gore, a former scientist 
from National Institute of Virology, 
Pune, said “this is one step further in 
understanding how 10-day old mice 
are sensitive for JE multiplication and 
hopefully some good work will come 
out in future”.

The research team included Dr. 
Anirban Basu, Sriparna Mukherjee, 
Nabonita Sengupta, Irshad Akbar, 
Noopur Singh (National Brain Research 
Centre, Manesar); Amol Ratnakar 
Suryawanshi (Institute of Life Sciences, 
Bhubaneswar); Ankur Chaudhuri and 
Sibani Chakraborty (West Bengal State 
University); and Arindam Bhattacha-
ryya (University of Calcutta). The study 
has been published in journal Scientific 
Reports. The research was funded by 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 
and Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR).

Washington, Aug. 14 (PTI): Earth’s 
mini-moons - small asteroids tem-
porarily captured in the planet’s orbit 
- could used as test-beds for research 
and commercial space activities in the 
future, say scientists.

These small and fast-moving visi-
tors have so-far evaded detection by 
existing technology, with only one 
confirmed mini-moon discovery to 
date.

The Large Synoptic Survey Tele-
scope (LSST), which is currently under 
construction will verify their existence 
and track their paths around our plan-
et, presenting exciting scientific and 
commercial opportunities, according 
to study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Astronomy and Space Science.

“Mini-moons can provide interest-
ing science and technology testbeds in 
near-Earth space. These asteroids are 
delivered towards Earth from the main 
asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter 
via gravitational interactions with the 
Sun and planets in our solar system,” 
said lead author Robert Jedicke, based 
at the University of Hawaii in the US.

“The challenge lies in finding these 
small objects, despite their close prox-

imity,” Jedicke said.
“At present we don’t fully under-

stand what asteroids are made of,” 
said Mikael Granvik, affiliated with 
Lulea University of Technology in 
Sweden and University of Helsinki in 
Finland.

“Missions typically return only tiny 
amounts of material to Earth. Meteor-
ites provide an indirect way of analys-
ing asteroids, but Earth’s atmosphere 
destroys weak materials when they 
pass through,” said Granvik.

“Mini-moons are perfect targets 
for bringing back significant chunks of 
asteroid material, shielded by a space-
craft, which could then be studied in 
detail back on Earth,” he said.

Predicted to be up to 1-2 metres 
in size, mini-moons are temporar-
ily gravitationally bound in the Earth-
Moon system.

They may just fly-by the Earth or 
make at least one revolution around 
the planet, eventually escaping the 
gravitational tug of our planet or enter-
ing our atmosphere.

Reviewing the last ten years of 
mini-moon research, researchers 
showed that existing technology can 

only detect these small, fast moving 
objects by chance.

“Mini-moons are small, moving 
across the sky much faster than most 
asteroid surveys can detect,” said 
Jedicke.

“Only one mini-moon has ever 
been discovered orbiting Earth, the 
relatively large object designated 2006 
RH120, of a few metres in diameter,” 
he said.

Expected to become operational 
in a few years, LSST hopes to confirm 
the existence of mini-moons and help 
track their orbits around Earth.

The review highlights the oppor-
tunities that the detection of mini-
moons will bring, to capitalise on 
LSST’s capabilities once it begins 
operations.

“Once we start finding mini-
moons at a greater rate they will be 
perfect targets for satellite missions,” 
said Jedicke.

“We can launch short and there-
fore cheaper missions, using them as 
test-beds for larger space missions 
and providing an opportunity for the 
fledgling asteroid mining industry to 
test their technology,” he said.

New Delhi, Aug. 14 (IANS): 
A day after reports surfaced 
that certain Google apps 
track your whereabouts 
even when you turn off 
location data, experts on 
Tuesday expressed con-
cerns about the practice, 
stressing that location and 
identity data can be used for 
both good and bad.

The Associated Press 
on Monday ran a story say-
ing an investigation found 
that many Google services 
on Android devices and 
iPhones store users’ loca-
tion data even if the users 
explicitly used a privacy 
setting forbidding that. 

Researchers from Princ-
eton University confirmed 
the findings.

According to Tim Mack-
ey, Technical Evangelist at 
the US-based tech com-
pany Synopsys, it has been 
widely understood for some 
time that tech giants like 
Google use data supplied 
through the use of their ser-
vices as part of their efforts 
to personalize the experi-

ence.
“There is a basic say-

ing when it comes to most 
technology -- ‘Just because 
you can, doesn’t mean you 
should’. For practical pur-
poses, this supply of per-
sonal data has been part 
of the virtual f e e s  w e 
p a y  t o c o m -
panies 
i n  e x -
change 
for ‘free’ 
access to the s e r -
vices provided,” Mackey 
told IANS. 

“With General Data Pro-
tection Regulation (GDPR) 
in the EU now in effect and 
regulations like the Cali-
fornia Consumer Privacy 
Act (CCPA) on the horizon, 
companies collecting per-
sonal data need to reassess 
their use of personal data,” 
he noted.

In a statement given to 
IANS, Google said that “Lo-
cation History is a Google 
product that is entirely opt 
in, and users have the con-
trols to edit, delete or turn it 

off at any time. 
“As the (AP) story notes, 

we make sure Location His-
tory users know that when 
they disable the product, 
we continue to use loca-
tion to improve the Google 
experience when they do 
things like perform a Google 
search or use Google 

for driv-
i n g 
d i r e c -
t i o n s , ” 

said Google.
But just turning off Lo-

cation History doesn’t solve 
the purpose. In Google Set-
tings, pausing “Web and 
App Activity” may do the 
trick.

However, according to 
the information on Google’s 
Activity Control page, “Even 
when this setting is paused, 
Google may temporarily 
use information from re-
cent searches in order to 
improve the quality of the 
active search session”.

According to Mackey, 
since we’re talking about 
consumer-level services, 

the expectation of the con-
sumer for an “off switch” is 
what matters most. 

“Users wishing their 
location be kept private 
indicate this preference 
through the ‘Location histo-
ry’ setting. If vendors placed 
themselves in the shoes of 
a consumer and respected 
the setting, managing con-
sent under regulations like 
GDPR would be simpler 
and the user’s expectations 
would be met,” Mackey 
emphasised. 

According to Jesse Vic-
tors, Software Security Con-
sultant at Synopsys, when 
Google builds a control into 
Android and then does not 
honour it, there is a strong 
potential for abuse. 

“It is sometimes ex-
tremely important to keep 
one’s location history pri-
vate. Other times, you may 
simply wish to opt out of 
data collection. It’s disin-
genuous and misleading 
to have a toggle switch that 
does not completely work,” 
Victors said.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Au g . 1 4 
(IANS): NASA is set to send 
a submarine to the seafloor 
near Hawaii on August 20 in 
an effort to find an environ-
ment analogous to water 
worlds like Jupiter’s moon 
Europa and Saturn’s moon 
Enceladus, the media re-
ported on Tuesday.

Taking a closer look at 
the Earth’s seafloor might 
help the space agency to 
send a submarine to the 
outer solar system to ex-
plore the waters of other 
worlds for life, the popular-
mechanics.com reported.

On August 20, NASA will 
send the submarine SUB-
SEA, short for Systematic 
Underwater Biogeochemi-
cal Science and Exploration 
Analog, to a volcanic vent 
Loihi -- a seamount off the 
coast of the Big Island of 
Hawaii. 

At Loihi, the submarine 
it will take observations at 
subcentimeter resolution 

of the topography, envi-
ronment, and inorganic 
chemistry. 

Vents on the seafloor 
can reach hundreds of 
degrees as upwelling vol-
canic material meets 
the ocean water. Al-
though this dark, 
o x y g e n - p o o r 
environment 
might seem 
like a harsh 
place for life, 
o r g a n i s m s 
from bac-
terial colo-
nies to ther-
mophilic worms 
to heat-tolerant 
crustaceans can 
thrive by these 
volcanic vents, something 
scientists once thought was 
impossible.

In space, it’s possible 
to find little volcanic vents 
on the ocean floor of Eu-
ropa, which is larger than 
Pluto, or Enceladus, which 

is a small moon believed to 
have a porous core of hot 
rock. 

The rocky cores of these 
worlds heat up due to grav-

itational 
inter-

ac-
t i o n s 

with their 
much larger home planets, 
possibly producing volca-
nic activity on the ocean 
floor similar to Earth. Both 
moons are prime targets for 
future NASA missions and 
eventual ocean exploration.

“Everything that we 
do has bearing on how we 
think and how we design 
these future missions,” Dar-
lene Lim, principal inves-
tiga- tor of SUBSEA and 

scientist at NASA, 
was quoted as say-

ing.
“We’re interested 

in developing models to 
determine what we might 
expect in Enceladus,” Lim 
added.

The actual biological 
work will take place mostly 
through sample retrieval. 
The mission will be divided 
between an on-site team 
monitoring from the ocean 
above and a collaboration 
of laboratories across the 
US.

Currently, the subma-
rine is not testing out new 
instruments but giving a 
dry rehearsal for future mis-
sions that will use primar-
ily off-the-shelf technology, 
the report said.

istered touch sensations.
This combination of virtual reality 

with artificial tactile sensations took 
the rubber-hand illusion to another 
level.

Both patients reported feeling as 
though the prosthetic hand belonged 
to their own body.

as adding more segregated 
cycle lanes for a better en-

vironment for cyclists,” the 
researchers noted.
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Punuru Nienu, in orange, of Ziekezou SC vies for the ball with 
Nighato Sumi of Vanguard FC during a match at the Kohima local 
ground on Tue. Aug. 14.  

EM Images

Merang Jamir, middle, with Sesou Nuh on the right, and Vipeto 
Shohe.

Players of team Argentina and Japan pose for a photograph with organisers of the event, among others, at St. Paul School’s ground in 
Phesama on Tue. Aug. 14.

EM Images

Jasprit Bumrah and Virat Kohli

HOME TURF 

‘Argentina, Spain and Japan’ 
qualify for Phesama’s World Cup

Bumrah, Ashwin fit; Kohli in race 
to get fully fit for third Test

KFL: Ziekiezuo beat Vanguard to put pressure on league leaders

Merang Jamir wins gold at Northeast shooting championship

Chelsea agree to loan midfielder Bakayoko to AC Milan

Governor offers his best wishes to 
Naga athletes

NCA gets new president

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): The governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya offered his best wishes to Jwensinle Kesen 
and Puleno Neikha and the Indian athletes represent-
ing India at the upcoming 18th Asian Games to be held 
in Jakarta and Palembang, Indonesia from Aug. 18 till 
Sep. 2, according to a press release issued by the PRO 
to the governor. Stating that they were fortunate to be 
representing the country and to be playing under the 
tri-colour, Governor Acharya called on the duo to enjoy 
the game and participate with the spirit of the game. 
“Every Naga is cheering for you,” he added.

Kohima, Aug. 14 (EMN): Neiba Kronu, minister for Plan-
ning and Coordination has taken over as the president 
of Nagaland Chess Association (NCA). In his acceptance 
speech at the Red Cross Building Kohima on Tuesday, 
Kronu expressed his keenness and love for the sports, 
the nature and pace at which the game have progressed 
since his early playing days.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 14: Nestled 
along the national high-
way-2 in the southern 
part of Kohima district lies 
Phesama, a small village 
that has been regularly or-
ganising a post World Cup 
festival every fourth year for 
the last 28 years.

It was in 1994 that some 
enthusiastic young football 
fans of the village came up 
with the idea to put together 
a miniature event replicat-
ing FIFA’s World Cup, taking 
the love of soccer to a whole 
new level.

Dubbed as ‘Phesa World 
Cup: A Replica’, the 7th edi-
tion of the event got under-
way on Tuesday at St. Paul 

School Ground, Phesama 
with senior Superintendent 
of Police Kohima, Vekho-
sa Chakhesang officially 
declaring the tournament 
open.

According to the organ-
isers, the event was a plat-
form to celebrate the love 
for the game and a time of 
get-together for the villagers 
through which they renew 
their ties while strengthen-
ing friendship among fellow 
fans of a particular nation 
from different khels of the 
village.

This edition, fans of six 
countries are taking part in 
the tournament, namely, 
Argentina, Japan, Brazil, 
Spain, England and Italy. 

Despite Italy not qualifying 
for the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup, Phesama’s post World 
Cup festival had a place for 
the team.

The organisers said 
there was a huge follow-
ing of Italian football and a 
strong team among the fans 
from the village, and they 
had qualified to play in the 
replica event.

Interestingly, the Italian 
flag was smaller than the 
others, signifying the failure 
to qualify for the recently 
concluded FIFA World Cup.

The special guest in his 
brief speech lauded the 
initiative of the football 
enthusiasts. He expressed 
hope that the players would 

replicate the techniques 
and skills displayed by the 
international players and 
represent the state in the 
national and beyond.

While reminding the 
players the need to exhibit 
the spirit of true sports-
manship, the police officer 
encouraged them to give 
their best in the tourna-
ment.

Vizokho Zashumo, the 
convenor of the organis-
ing committee highlighted 
the genesis of ‘Phesa World 
Cup’.

Besides the first and 
second place winners, 
there are also individual 
awards such as golden 
boot, golden glove, golden 

London, Aug. 14 (PTI): The 
beleaguered Indian team 
today received a boost with 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah being 
declared fit and available for 
selection for the third Test 
against England starting in 
Nottingham on Saturday.

England lead the five-
match series 2-0 after con-
vincing wins. Bumrah had 
injured his left hand whilst 
playing in the first game of 
the long tour against Ireland 
in Dublin back in June. He 
didn't feature in the T20Is 
or ODIs against England 
since then, and also missed 
the first two Tests thanks to 
a fracture on his left thumb.

He underwent surgery 
in Leeds on July 4 and un-
derwent rehabilitation back 
in India, before being called 
up for the Test series. 

Throughout the second 
leg of this tour, Bumrah 
has been keenly working in 
the nets, from Chelmsford, 
to Birmingham, to Lords, 
although the team manage-
ment was waiting for the 
plaster to come off finally.

During one of the net 
sessions while the rain in-
tervened during the sec-
ond Test, Bumrah was seen 
bowling without his plaster 
and thus his availability for 
the next match has now 
been confirmed.  Even so, it 
remains to be seen whether 
he will be included in the 
playing eleven without hav-
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ball, youngest player award 
etc.

The local crowd also 
turned up in the respective 
jerseys of the countries 
they supported. The tour-
nament is being played 
on league basis on a 60 
minutes per match dura-
tion and will conclude on 
Wednesday evening.

The matches are being 
officiated by the Kohima 
District Football Referees' 
Association.

Meanwhile, the organ-
isers have expressed ap-
preciation to the special 
invitee, senior SP Kohi-
ma Vekhosa Chakhesang 
and his wife, comman-
dant 10th IRB Zhadima 
VZ Angami and his wife, 
Southern Angami Sports 
Association, Angami Stu-
dents Union, Kimipfüphe 
Youth Organisation, PRO 
to Speaker Medo Yhokha, 
St. Paul School Phesama, 
Ketoupuzo Lhoushe, Beizo 
M Kuotsu and Metekhrielie 
Mejura for their support 
towards the event.

As per updates from the 
organisers, team Argen-
tina, Spain and Japan have 
qualified for the semi-finals 
till Tuesday evening. Italy 
and England will play on 
Wednesday morning and 
the winner would fill the 
fourth slot in the semis.

ing any proper match time.
In other good news, 

both Ravichandran Ash-
win and Hardik Pandya 
have also been declared fit. 
Both suffered blows to their 
bowling hands while bat-
ting in the second innings 
at Lord's. Ashwin was hit 
twice, in fact.

Meanwhile, skipper Vi-
rat Kohli is in a race against 
time to get completely fit for 
the third Test. He had con-
firmed his availability albeit 

with the rider that he might 
not be able to field or run 
between the wickets up to 
a 100 percent of his ability.

There was a gym session 
for the entire Indian team 
today, with the players as 
well as the skipper taking 
part. Kohli is also undergo-
ing rehabilitation to improve 
his chances of attaining total 
fitness, even as these various 
issues put a spotlight on the 
heightened workload of In-
dian cricketers.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 14: Second 
placed Ziekiezou SC beat 
6th place Vanguard FC 3-2 
to keep pressure on the 
league leaders Sechu Zubza 
as Ziekiezuo level the points 
(20) with the league lead-
ers with a win at the ongo-
ing 2nd Kohima Football 
League on Tuesday.

But Zubza team re-
mained on top with better 
goal difference (+16) and a 
game in hand. Sechu Zubza 
has just tasted a defeat in 
nine matches with six win, 
a loss and a draw.

Wednesday's match be-
tween Sechu Zubza and 

New Market could be the 
deciding match for the 
league, a win for league 
leader will put three points 
above the second place in 
10 matches with two match-
es remaining. They will play 
their last two matches of the 
league with Khriekesa FC 
and Twenty XI.  

A win or draw for New 
Market will help the other 
teams in the top four to 
regain some faith to win 
the league. Third place New 
Market has 15 points in nine 
matches and fourth place 
Khriekesa have 13 points in 
10 matches. 

In the second match of 

Dimapur, Aug. 14 (EMN): 
The 6th North East Zone 
Shooting Championship 
was held in Aizawl and 
Mizoram from Aug. 6 till 
the 13th.

Nagaland Rifle Asso-
ciation (NRA) issued a press 
release on Tuesday stating 
that 225 shooters from As-
sam, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram and Nagaland 
participated at the champi-
onship. Assam walked away 
with the team champion-
ship followed by Manipur. 

The press release stat-
ed that six shooters from 
NRA represented the state. 
Merang Jamir secured gold 

in 50 meter .22 peep sight ri-
fle prone veteran individual 
and also received the Gajen 
Chandra Kalita Memorial 
Running Trophy, North East 
Zone Shooting Champion-
ship (Officials) best rifle 
shooter along with a cash 
prize of INR 5,000.

Sesou Nuh, a 13 year old 
from G Rio School, Kohima 
Scored 366/400 under the 
youth women individual 
and Vipeto Shohe, 13 Years 
old also from G Rio School, 
Kohima Scored 365/400 
under the youth men in-
dividual to qualify for the 
62nd National Shooting 
Championship Competi-

London, Aug. 14 (IANS): Chelsea 
FC agreed on Tuesday to loan mid-
fielder Tiemoue Bakayoko to AC 
Milan for one football season, with 
the Italian football club having an 
option to buy the young French in-
ternational in the summer of 2019.

Bakayoko leaves the London 
club 12 months after his arrival from 
AS Monaco and after learning that 

Chelsea's new coach Maurizio Sarri 
had decided not to include him in 
next season's team, reports Efe.

"The 23-year-old now makes 
the temporary switch to the Serie A 
side who are managed by Gennaro 
Gattuso and are competing in the 
Europa League this season," the 
English club confirmed in a brief 
statement.

Bakayoko played 43 games in 
all competitions with Chelsea, in-
cluding 34 as a starter, and scored 
three goals.

He helped Chelsea win the FA 
Cup final, when he played for 90 
minutes against Manchester United 
at Wembley. He was part of Mo-
naco's side which won the French 
Ligue 1 title in the 2016-17 season. 

They also reached the Champions 
League semi-finals in the same 
season.

Bakayoko was not at Chelsea's 
league opening 3-0 victory over 
Huddersfield Town and his depar-
ture was virtually certain after the 
arrival of midfielders Jorginho from 
Napoli and Mateo Kovacic on loan 
to Chelsea from Real Madrid.

the day, Ziekiezuo SC con-
ceded twice in the second 
half but managed to hold on 
for a win and get the three 
points deserved against 
Vanguard FC.

Ziekiezou opened the 
scoring through Kenein-
guzei Pienyu in the 24th 
minute.  Punuru Nienu ini-
tial shot was deflected by 
the opponent defender but 
went straight to Pienyu as 
he controlled the ball and 
thumped a shot into the net.

With four  minutes 
into the lead, a goalkeep-
ing error for Vanguard FC 
side helped Vilhoubeituo 
Yhome to tap-in the second 
goal following a poor ball 
clearance from the goal 
keeper Tesisen Kath. Pun-
uru's shot was deflected 
but Yhome was in the right 
place to score in the 28th 
minute.

Punuru finally scored 
in the 36th minute as 
his teammate latched a 
through ball into his path 
for him to curl the effort 
into the net. The first half 
ended 3-0 in favour of 
Ziekiezuo SC.

In the second half, 
Kezhose Mathew solo ef-
fort and brilliance helped 
the team to score. He was 
bought down inside the 
area as referee handed a 
penalty and Yhunshalo 

Kemp scored from a spot 
kick in the 50th minute to 
make it 1-3.

Ziekiezou's Khrieketh-
ozo Keretsu should have 
scored but his shot hit the 
crossbar in the second half.

In the 90th minute, 
Yhunshalo converted a 
cross from a corner kick 
through Kezhose but it was 
too late as Ziekiezuo held 
on for a win.
Khriekesa and Twenty XI 
settle for a draw
Khriekesa FC and Twenty 
XI FC match ended in 2-2 
draw to share a point each 
during their encounter.

Khriekesa FC opened 
the scoring through Puran-
kum in the 12th minute but 
Zevito Khizo of Twenty XI 
scored the equaliser in the 
26th minute.  Khrieneituo 
Kezieo scored in 37th min 
to make it 2-1 in the first 
half for Khriekesa FC.

Viho Kin came to res-
cue in 60th minute to score 
the equaliser again to make 
it 2-2. With both teams fail-
ing to make much impact, 
the match ended in a draw.

Diana Ayemi, Elona Ay-
emi, and Ayetoli Ayemi, the 
joint proprietor of KAPRAA, 
Kohima were the match 
patrons.

Wednesday's match
New Market FC vs Sechu 

Zubza at 2 pm

tions (NSCC) 2018 to be 
held at the Dr. Karni Singh 

Shooting Ranges, New Delhi 
from Nov. 16 till the 30th.


