
    

EastErn Mirror

Jwensinle Kesen and Puleno Neikha

WWW.EASTERNMIRRORNAGALAND.COM

SportSWorld

Opposition unity a ‘failed idea’; NDA 
will break records in 2019 – Modi

Nobel laureate VS Naipaul dead; admirers say legacy will live on

Two Naga women in India’s Sepaktakraw team for Asian Games

Naga Hoho preaches unity 
among Nagas in Arunachal  
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New Delhi, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
Debunking opposition 
plans for a grand alliance 
as "political adventurism" 
and a "failed idea", Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
expressed confidence that 
the BJP-led NDA will get 
more seats than ever and 
break all records in the 2019 
Lok Sabha battle.

He ruled out cracks in 
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), say-
ing the coalition was in tact 
as evidenced by the govern-
ment's victory in the no-
confidence motion in the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha Deputy Chairman's 
election.

In a wide ranging in-
terview with The Times of 
India, Modi condemned in-
cidents of mob lynching as a 
crime whatever the motives.

"We will definitely get 
more seats than we got the 
last time and I am confident 
that we will break all records 
of the seats won by the NDA 
in the past."

He said India's status 
had improved globally since 
the BJP took power, giving 
the country "a performing, 
strong and stable govern-
ment" after 30 years. 

"People have bitter ex-
perience of coalition gov-

ernments burdened by 
politics of compulsions. 
A mahagathbandhan or 
whatever you may call it 
cannot create a gathband-
han of the electorate.

"Indian electorate has 
always kept national inter-
est paramount. I have faith 
it will not compromise its 
vote for a disparate group 
that has nothing more to 
offer that a single ideology - 
that is to remove Modi."

He said a non-ideolog-
ical alliance of "desperate 
and disparate groups" was 
not a 'mahagathbandhan' 
"but political adventurism... 
a failed idea that has never 
succeeded" be it in 1979, 
1990 and in 1996.

Asked about unease 
among NDA partners, Modi 
said the Rajya Sabha Deputy 
Chairman's election, "I am 
sure, will put the apprehen-
sions of sceptics to rest".

Asked what the govern-
ment can do to reassure 
minorities and backward 
classes amid repeated in-
cidents of lynching in the 
name of cow protection, the 
Prime Minister said even a 
single incident made him 
"very sad" and needed to be 
condemned in the "strong-
est voice".

"I want to make it clear 

that mob lynching is a 
crime, no matter the mo-
tive. No person can, under 
any circumstances, take 
the law into his or her own 
hands and commit vio-
lence."

He, however, put the 
onus of stopping such inci-
dents on state governments 
who need to "take stringent 
action as per law against 
the perpetrators of such 
violence".

The Prime Minister said 
fake news and incidents 
arising due to rumour-
mongering were also con-
demnable and the govern-
ment was actively engaging 
with digital media platforms 
and other stakeholders.

Modi said the allega-
tions of a scam in Rafale 
jet deal was an attempt by 
the Congress to exorcise its 
Bofors ghost. "It is an honest 
and transparent deal."

On Pakistan and the re-
lations with the new gov-
ernment-led by Imran Khan 
that is set to take charge in 
Islamabad, Modi said: "We 
hope Pakistan would work 
for a safe, secure, stable 
and prosperous region, free 
from terror and violence."

On the government's 
initiatives to promote the 
ease of doing business, he 

said emphasis was on sim-
plifying processes, be it in-
corporation of a company, 
induction of a director, or 
payment of income tax or 
GST.

On the initiatives to curb 
black-money and bring to 
book unscrupulous ele-
ments, Modi said the gov-
ernment had already struck 
off the names of around 2.6 
lakh shell companies and 
3.09 lakh directors.

"Names of 55,000 com-
panies more will be struck 
off this month."

He dismissed criticism 
that there hasn't been much 
movement on strategic 
sale of PSUs and labour 
law amendments, saying 
"nothing can be farther 
from truth".

Asked about the bur-
geoning NPAs in public sec-
tor banks, Modi said one 
needed to understand why 
the percentage of non-per-
forming assets had gone up.

"There was an increase 
in disbursement of loans 
during UPA-II. The credit 
goes to an important inno-
vation known as 'telephone 
banking' where telephonic 
instructions used to go di-
rectly to banks and loans 
would get sanctioned."

On allegations that his 

government had failed to 
create jobs, Modi said he 
believed the shortcoming 
lied in the absence or lack 
of a streamlined database 
of jobs. "Naturally, in the 
absence of information, 
our opponents will exploit 
this situation and blame 
us."

About Assam's National 
Register of Citizens, he said 
preventing illegal migrants 
was a commitment in the 
Indira-Mujib Accord of 1972 
and the Rajiv Gandhi-AASU 
Accord of 1985.

"Though the Congress 
accepted it, vote bank poli-
tics - that the party is adept 
at - prevented it from actu-
ally implementing the proc-
ess. The Congress lacked 
political will and courage. 
It is guilty of criminal neg-
ligence."

On the chances of bring-
ing absconding industrial-
ists like Vijay Mallya, Nirav 
Modi and Lalit Modi back 
to India, Modi again blamed 
policies of the previous gov-
ernment that made it easy 
for people to borrow and 
scoot.

"I would like to reaffirm 
(our) stand... Anyone who 
fraudulently takes public 
money and absconds will 
not be spared."

London/New Delhi, Aug. 
12 (IANS): Nobel Prize-win-
ning writer V.S. Naipaul, 
known for his celebrated 
works like "An Area of Dark-
ness" and "A House for Mr 
Biswas", has died at age 
85. The literary fraternity 
mourned his passing and 
said his rich legacy will live 
on for generations to come.

No sooner did Lady Na-
dira Naipaul confirm on 
Sunday morning that her 
husband had died peace-

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): Two 
Naga women have been selected 
to represent the Indian Women 
Sepaktakraw team at the com-
ing 18th Asian Games scheduled 
for August 8-September 2 at the 
Indonesian cities of Jakarta and 
Palembang. 

According to an update 
on Sunday, Jwensinle Kesen, 
daughter of Nyenlo Kesen from 
Phenshenyu village in Tseminyu 
sub-division, has been selected 
for the Asian Games. She is a 
product of the State Sports Girls’ 
Hostel in Dimapur; and currently 
a constable in the Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB).

The other Naga woman is 
Puleno Neikha, who will ac-
company the team as its coach. 
Daughter of Eyongol Neikha 
from Viswema village in Kohima 
district, she is currently a Sepa-
ktakraw instructor of Nagaland’s 
department of Youth Resources 
and Sports. 

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): The Naga Hoho 
has appealed to the Naga populace resid-
ing in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tirap, Chang-
land, and Longding (TCL) area to support 
the Arunachal Naga Students’ Federation 
(ANSF) and the TCL People’s forum as – ac-
cording to the Naga Hoho – “they are foster-
ing for a brighter future.”

In a statement that was issued on Sun-
day, the Naga Hoho stated: “As laid down 
in the constitution, the Naga Hoho was 
formed as the apex body of socio-political 
organisation. It is committed to devot-
edly function to bring all Nagas under the 
same roof with the spirit of oneness and to 
integrate all Naga homeland. Keeping this 
in mind, we are upset to see the present 
political scenario currently encountered by 
the Nagas in Arunachal Pradesh created by 
different Indian agencies. 

“Recently, the Arunachal Naga Students’ 
Federation organised a programme for 
public consultation with the consent of 
the joint secretary of Home Ministry, govt. 
of India in order to elucidate the flaming 
issue of Indo-Naga peace talk vis-à-vis the 
recognition of unique identity of the Nagas. 
The programme was arranged for the Naga 
people in Tirap, Changlang and Longding 
(TCL) which could have benefited im-
mensely and would have given a detailed 
idea on the inclusion of TCL areas in the 
ongoing peace talk. Unfortunately, on 9th 
August, the meeting at Deomali could not 

be held owing to warning letter served to 
the ANSF leaders by Eastern Naga National 
Government (ENNG) and various agencies 
that have been working against the interest 
of the Nagas to sabotage such programme.”

It expressed regret that the ‘keen initia-
tives and efforts of ANSF for the well-being 
of TCL areas have been discouraged and 
subdued many a times.’ However, accord-
ing to the organisation, the government of 
India could be entirely blamed “as many of 
our own people are found to be working 
for petty personal interest leaving aside the 
Naga national interest.”

It stated that time has come for Nagas 
to take a stand and decide the best option, 
forgoing selfish interests, ambition and op-
portunity. “Under the circumstances, we 
fervently appeal to the Naga people in TCL 
areas to lend fullest support to ANSF and the 
TCL people’s forum as they are fostering for 
a brighter future.    

“Simultaneously, the Naga political 
groups who are working in Arunachal 
Pradesh may have to strategise with re-
newed vision towards bringing the people 
together and to make them understand 
the essence of our inherent political rights 
for self determination. Political groups or 
cadres should not be an obstacles or terror 
for our own brothers and sisters, rather we 
must learn to live and work together on the 
basis of give and take in the interest of Naga 
people as a whole,” the statement read. 

PTI
Members of first all-women SWAT team perform during a programme for their launch, and inauguration 
of newly constructed building of DCP South West District office, Police Station Delhi Cantt. and Delhi 
Police Residential Complex, in New Delhi.

Delhi Police's SWAT women 
commandos don designer uniforms

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
For fashion designer Ashish 
N Soni, designing uniforms 
for the "first all-women 
SWAT team" of the Delhi 
Police has been a journey 
full of excitement and pride.

On August 10, the 36 
women commandos of the 
Delhi Police's Special Weap-
ons And Tactics (SWAT) 
unit, were formally induct-
ed and also displayed their 
blue-coloured uniforms.

The northeastern wom-
en, who form the SWAT, 
were happy to don the de-
signer uniform that would 
help them in shattering 
the various misconcep-
tions about people from the 
northeast.

Soni said the entire 
process of designing the 
uniform took him four to 
five months of research and 
brainstorming.

"It was quite a process 
from start to finish -- from 
small small things like buck-
les, to getting the right man-
ufacturers involved, getting 
approval from the officers in 
the force," he said.

Soni also interacted 
with the women in the run-
up to designing the uniform 
and sought their inputs on 
what they wanted.

"It has been a matter of 
pride for me. I have been 
getting a lot of congratula-
tory messages. This is some-
thing you feel good about as 
a citizen of Delhi," he said.

He said he had two ob-
jectives while designing the 
uniform -- to make them feel 
good about what they are 
wearing and to help in their 
identification as an entity in 
case of a crisis situation.

"The idea of having blue 
colour in their uniform was 
by the police commission-
er (Amulya Patnaik). It is 
a colour that works in all 
seasons and we worked it 
into the SWAT team's uni-
form. We wanted to make 
the uniform at par with the 
uniforms abroad so a lot of 
research went into it. i also 
wanted to keep it vibrant," 
the designer told PTI.

The material of the uni-
form is polyviscose, and 
is different from the tradi-
tional polyester.

"It is different from the 
material of your khaki uni-
forms. It is easy to wear, 
comfortable and does not 
stick to the body during 
summers. I had to ensure 
that the uniform was easy 
to put on, durable and con-
ducive for both winter and 
summer," he added.

Sanjeev Yadav, Depu-
ty Commissioner of Po-
lice (Special Cell) said the 
Delhi Police commissioner 
wanted a new uniform for 
the SWAT team and they 
researched on the internet 
but did not find anything 
appealing. 

"Then we called Ashish 
to help us. He gave us many 
proposals and finally we 
selected this," he said.

The all-women SWAT 
personnel are equipped 
with AK-47 rifles, MP5 ma-
chine guns, Glock 17 or 26 
pistols and corner shot de-
vices for enhanced night 
vision. The women com-
mandos were also trained 
in Krav Maga, which is a 
self-defence system devel-
oped for the Israel Defence 
Forces, the police said.

The women comman-
dos were trained to under-
take complex operations 
during terrorist attacks at 
crowded markets, residen-
tial complexes or govern-
ment premises. 

Sonira, a member of the 
SWAT team, who belongs to 
Sikkim said, "It feels good 
that I was chosen for this. 
I have been in Delhi from 
2016 and I have felt that we 
get strange looks when we 
step out while we are not in 
uniform. 

"Once I had gone to the 
market with my friends and 
some one called us 'Chinky'. 
I gave him a stern look and 
he fled. I hope to change the 
perception of people." 

Devika Kshetri, who be-
longs to Sikkim, concurred 
with Sonira and said she has 
been cat-called by men on 
motorcycles while not being 
in uniform.

"Many people used to 
ask me 'Are you from Ne-
pal?' But now when they 
see me in this uniform they 
are like, 'We could not do 
anything while being in 
Delhi, but you have done so 
much despite coming from 
the northeast'." 

She said that she wants 
the people to know that the 
northeast is part of India 
and and they are not out-
siders.

Tulika, who belongs to 
Assam, and underwent a 
rigourous training to be-
come a SWAT commando, 
said, "It is a feeling of pride 
to don the uniform. Even 
though it is difficult task to 
change people's set notions 
but we can try that through 
our uniform."

fully in London, condolence 
messages from readers and 
admirers flooded the social 
media.

"He was a giant in all 
that he achieved and he 
died surrounded by those 
he loved, having lived a life 
which was full of wonderful 
creativity and endeavour," 
Lady Naipaul said. 

Indian President Ram 
Nath Kovind and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
led the nation in saluting 
the writer who shared deep 
ancestral ties with - and 
love for - India. Also paying 
homage were prominent 
faces from the literary arena 
including Salman Rushdie 
and Paul Theroux who were 
often critical of Naipaul's 
works. 

Notwithstanding their 
differences with Naipaul, 
both were confident that 
his works would be read by 
generations to come. 

Rushdie, who himself 
has Indian roots, said he 
had disagreed with Naipaul 
on politics and literature 
but felt sad "as if I just lost a 
beloved older brother". 

Added writer-historian 
William Dalrymple: "Even 
if you disagreed with much 
that he wrote, particularly 

about India, you couldn't 
help be stimulated, influ-
enced and catalysed by the 
brilliance of his laser sharp 
vision." 

Vidiadhar Surajprasad 
Naipaul was born in 1932 
in Chaguanas on the island 
of Trinidad and Tobago to a 
family that had arrived from 
India in the 1880s. His life 
was one of many discoveries 
and Naipaul captured what 
he saw around him in his 
writings. 

But even as his highly 
acclaimed books like "India: 
A Wounded Civilization" 
and "A Bend in the River" 
will live to tell his stories to 
future readers, his death 
brings an end to a rather 
fascinating literary journey 
with few parallels. 

In a career spanning 
over five decades, Naipaul 
penned some 30 books, 
across literary genres, and 
established himself as a 
prominent voice among the 
writers of his time. 

The early inspiration, as 
he had expressed on several 
occasions, came from his 
father, who was a journalist 
and, as Naipaul said, "a man 
of letters". His readings from 
literature was an important 
part of Naipaul's education. 

However,  the  then 
would be writer-extraordi-
naire did not have "great 
things" to write about dur-
ing his early days. He left 
Oxford University, where he 
had bagged a scholarship, 
and went to live in a cousin's 
flat, hoping to train himself 
as a writer. But he had no 
knowledge of what it was to 
be a writer. 

His first book was so bad 
that a London-based pub-
lisher told him: "You should 
give this up, forget this work, 
do something else." And 
so he did, starting work as 
a presenter for the BBC on 
their programme Caribbean 
Voices. 

But he had one powerful 
ace up his sleeve.

"I believed in my own 
talent. I thought whatever I 
did would be alright in the 
end. If I wasn't true to my 
talent, that would be the end 
of me as a person. So I kept 
on writing despite draw-
backs and lack of encour-
agement," Naipaul revealed 
at the Jaipur Literature Fes-
tival in January 2015, his last 
public appearance in India. 

Sure enough, he had a 
breakthrough at the BBC. In 
a room on the second floor 
of the Langham Hotel, then 

part of the BBC, there were 
two or three typewriters. 

"Out of sheer idleness, I 
began to write the first short 
story of ‘Miguel Street'. I said 
to myself, you will only leave 
this sheet of paper when 
you have finished what you 
are writing. That was the 
great breakthrough, finish-
ing in that way," Naipaul 
recalled. 

In the months to come, 
he published a number of 
novellas. 1961 saw "A House 
for Mr Biswas", thrusting 
him into the limelight. Nai-
paul took smaller steps - by 
publishing novellas - before 
setting on to write what he 
called "a bigger book". 

As decades rolled by, 
there was no stopping the 
writer in Naipaul. He went 
on to bag some of the most 
coveted honours bestowed 
on writers. He was awarded 
the Booker Prize in 1971 for 
"In A Free State". 

Three decades later, 
in awarding Naipaul the 
2001 Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture, the Swedish Academy 
praised his work "for having 
united perceptive narrative 
and incorruptible scrutiny 
in works that compel us to 
see the presence of sup-
pressed histories".

According to the update, this 
would be the third time that 
Nagaland would be sending rep-
resentations to the Indian Sepa-
ktakraw teams at Asian Games. 
“Previously, in the year 2010 at 
the 16th Asian Games held at 
China, Mr Viseyie Koso, currently 
of Nagaland Police was the first 
(sic) Naga sportsman to partici-
pate and represent our state and 
country. 

“Also in the 17th Asian Games 
2014 held at Korea, Mr Koso and 
Miss Keneileno Nakhro along 
with Nagaland Sepaktakraw 
coach Mr Holshe Khrieo repre-
sented the Indian Sepaktakraw 
team. Naga Olympian Chekro-
volu Swuro had represented India 
and our state in the 14th and 
15th Asian Games at Busan and 
Doha. It is indeed a proud matter 
that our state sportspersons have 
consistently been representing 
our country in the Asian Games,” 
it stated. 

Erdogan warns US risks losing 
Turkey as strategic partner  | P9



Kohima 2nd highest HIV/AIDS 
prevailing rate at 2.25% in state

DHEP land owners condemn 
arrest of project head 

Kohima police issue traffic regulations

   State-wide cleanliness drive conducted sucessfully 
NSCN (IM) to 
mark its 72nd 
independence day

Dy. CM mourns 
Kithan’s demise

Institution heads sensitised on measles-rubella campaign KCCI gets new executive team

Pungro students conduct inter-
school spelling bee competition 
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Sentimongla Tzudir with the student leaders and participants at Mount Sinai Higher Secondary School 
on Aug. 11.

The winners of the 2nd inter-school spelling bee competition posing with their citations.

Citizens of Wokha participating in the state-wide cleanliness drive (Right) Dr Manazir Jeelani Samoon inspecting the community work being 
carried out in Wokha.

Principals, head teachers, administrators and teachers in-charge of schools in Zunheboto after the 
meeting.

The newly elected members  of KCCI posing for the lens.

Kohima, Aug. 12 (EMN): 
Kohima is rated as second 
highest HIV/AIDS prevail-
ing district with 2.25% of 
the total tested. Accord-
ing to the Kohima district 
analysis of HIV/AIDS from 
April 2017 to March 2018, 
out of 11,829 general cli-
ents tested, a total of 266 
clients were tested HIV 
positive i.e. 2.25%. 

This was informed 
by the district program 
officer of District AIDS 
Prevention Control Unit 
of Kohima, Sentimongla 
Tzudir, during the aware-
ness programme on HIV/
AIDS held at Mount Sinai 
Hr. Sec School in Kohima 
on Saturday Aug. 11. 

The programme was 
organised by the Kohima 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Head of offices, awardees informed 
to collect pass   
The deputy commissioner of Kohima, Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan has informed all the head of the departments, 
administrative heads and awardees to collect invitation 
cards/car pass from the Establishment branch of Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office in Kohima from Aug. 13 onwards 
during office hours.

Adhoc govt. teachers convene meeting
All Nagaland state adhoc government teachers (only state 
cadres under fixed pay) has convened a general meeting on 
Aug. 17 at Kuda youth hall, opposite Essar petrol pump, 
Nagarjan, at 12 noon. Kevithal Clement, a teachers’ rep-
resentative, has requested all adhoc graduate teachers and 
adhoc primary teachers, who have not appeared the suit-
ability test, to attend the meeting without fail. He further 
warned that action would be taken against the absentees.

Kohima DPDB meeting postponed
The monthly meeting of the Kohima District Planning and 
Development Board (DPDB) for the month of August has 
been postponed till further notice. The district planning of-
ficer and DPDB member secretary has informed that the 
meeting has been postponed as the department officials are 
engaged in various activities for Independence Day celebra-
tion programme.

Chakhesang Students’ Un-
ion. 

He also mentioned 
that out of 2382 ANC client 
tested, a total of 34 clients 
were tested HIV+ve, which 
is 1.43% of the total tested. 

Out of 300 HIV +ve 

patients, 68% are of 15-
35 age groups. 95.67% of 
transmission is through 
the sexual route, said the 
district programme of-
ficer. 

According to the Na-
tional AIDS Control Or-

ganisation (NACO) Tech-
nical report, in Nagaland 
an adult HIV prevalence is 
0.78% and 0.82% among 
ANC clinic attendees ac-
cording to the HIV Senti-
nel Surveillance of 2016-17 
by NACO, which shows 

that it is higher than the 
national average of 0.28%.  

Tsudir talked on how 
HIV is transmitted from 
one person to another. She 
advised the students to be 
aware about the status of 
their blood.

Emphasising on pre-
vention, she said HIV/
AIDS cannot be cured 
but preventable through 
proper medication from 
concern department.

HIV can be detected 
only through blood test 
and not through one’s 
physical appearances, 
he said. Once a person is 
tested HIV positive he/she 
is referred and registered 
at the research Anti Ret-
roviral Theraphy Centre 
(ARTC). 

Dimapur, Aug.12 (EMN): 
The office of the Land 
Owners’ Union, Doyang 
Hydro-Electric Project 
(DHEP), North Eastern 
Electric Power Corporation 
(NEEPCO) Ltd. Doyang, 
Wokha has condemned 
the “random” arrest of 
the head of Plant, DHEP, 
NEEPCO, PB Das by Assam 
police led by DSP Golaghat, 
Partha Saikia, at the project 
site on Aug. 4. 

A press release from 
the Land Owners’ Union 
media cell convener, Yan-
chumrhumo W Jami, al-
leged that the Assam police 
intruded into the land of 
Nagaland to arrest PB Das 
without arrest warrant and 
proper communication 
with the counterpart dis-
trict since it was an inter-
state issue. 

Also while condemning 
the statement of Mrinal 
Saikia, MLA of Khumtai 
assembly constituency, 
Assam who alleged that 
the Doyang Hydro Electric 

Project management has 
released water from Doy-
ang dam without notifying 
either Golaghat adminis-
tration nor Assam Govern-
ment on July 27, the union 
alleged that the statement 
was totally baseless, un-
expected, and ridiculous.  
The union clarified that 
the DHEP, NEEPCO Ltd. 
had informed the District 
Disaster Management Au-
thority of Golaghat, and 
it was in touch with the 
administration since July 
21 about the water level 
of Doyang dam, the union 
maintained. 

“It is fact that on 26th of 
July 2018, the management 
passed a circular informing 
the District Management 
Authority, Golaghat, Assam 
for the release of water,” the 
press release stated. 

The union said ‘the un-
precedented increase in 
water level was due to the 
incessant rainfall and it was 
beyond the control of the 
head of Plant.’

 ‘PB Das was picked 
by Assam police on Aug. 
4 at the project area but 
was stopped at Bhandari 
check gate in Wokha by the 
Nagaland Police as Assam 
police failed to produce 
any relevant documents 
authorising them to take 
PB Das into their custody,’ 
it stated. The union after 
examining the sequence 
of the issue concluded that 
the action of Partha Saikia 
and his team attempted 
kidnap but was foiled by 
the Nagaland Police as per 
the law of the land.

The union on behalf 
of the 17 affected villages 
of Doyang Hydro Electric 
Project, Wokha expressed 
appreciation to the Gov-
ernment of Nagaland, 
Home department and 
Wokha District Adminis-
tration, including the SP 
of Wokha, ADC Bhandari, 
and SDPO Bhandari for 
their active intervention 
and prompt action against 
the intruders.

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): In view of the 
72nd Independence Day celebration at 
Secretariat Plaza, Kohima, on August 15, 
Kohima police has issued traffic regula-
tions as part of the security arrangement.

In a press release, additional super-
intendent of police informed that only 
vehicles with car pass ‘Z’ (red) and car pass 
‘Y’ (blue) would be allowed entry to the 
Secretariat Plaza.

 It stated that vehicles with Car Pass 
‘X’ (green) would drop their respective 
officers at the main gate and should park 
outside the Secretariat complex. It said 
parking outside the main gate of the Sec-
retariat Plaza would be free for all public.  
No vehicle including two wheelers would 
be allowed parking by the roadside from 
6 am onwards on Aug. 15 from BSNL tel-
ephone exchange till Classic Island; from 
Raj Bhavan till Classic Island; and from 
Classic Island till Assembly Secretariat via 
Razhü Point.

The stretch from High School junc-
tion to Assembly Secretariat via Sanuoru 
subway would be made pliable for light ve-
hicles only for down traffic. All up vehicles 
would continue to take the Billy Graham 
road till further notice.Heavy vehicles 
would not be allowed to ply from High 
School junction to Assembly Secretariat 
via Sanuoru subway. All heavy vehicles 
including government department buses 
should take Tinpatti-DBS-Billy Graham-
Secretariat road.

It also informed that heavy vehicles will 
not be allowed to ply in Kohima town till 
the programme is over. All loading and un-
loading of goods in Kohima town should 
be completed by 6 am. Heavy vehicles 
would not be allowed parking along the 
“D” Block road. While anticipating positive 
co-operation from the public, it cautioned 
that police would tow away the defaulting 
vehicles adding charges would be borne by 
the vehicle owners.

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): 
As part of the state-wide 
social work, administra-
tions of various district 
headquarters and sub-
divisions successfully con-
ducted the social work 
on August 11 by cleaning 
government offices and 
town areas.
Kohima: In Kohima, dis-
trict administration along 
with the Kohima munici-
pal council (KMC) carried 
out the social work in and 
around the town including 
all the 19 wards by involv-
ing various government 
departments, ward pan-
chayats and other organi-
sations.

The district admin-
istration led by deputy 
commissioner, Kohima, 
Rajesh Soundararajan, 
inspected the social work 
in and around the town. 
The deputy commissioner 
acknowledged all the gov-
ernment departments, 
KMC, AYO and ward pan-
chayats for extending their 
cooperation and support 
in the social work. He also 
acknowledged the Naga-
land Contractor Suppliers 
Union (NCSU) for assist-
ing in the social work by 

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): 
The Government of the 
People’s Republic of Na-
galim has informed all its 
members (both in the civil 
and military) other than 
those on duty at battalions, 
brigades, region offices and 
on command missions 
to join in commemorat-
ing the 72nd Independ-
ence Day of Nagalim at 
the council head quarters, 
Hebron on Aug. 14. 

The MIP informed that 
the programme will com-
menced from 10 am. Presi-
dential speech will be read 
out by the ‘kilo kilonser,’ 
who will unfurl the Naga 
national flag. Special fea-
tures of the program in-
cluded the Naga army drill 
display by the General Field 
Training headquarters and 
special numbers by chil-
dren from the Orphanage 
school and mothers from 
the Widows’ Federation 
(NFFWWF) of the GPRN. 

Meanwhile, the NSCN 
(IM) wished every peace 
and freedom loving Naga 
brethren spread across 
120,000 Km Naga abo-
riginal habitat in the tri-
junction of India, China 
and Myanmar a Happy 
Independence Day.

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Y Patton, has mourned 
the demise of Womomo 
Kithan, general manager 
of Nagaland Handloom & 
Handicraft Development 
Corporation Limited (NH-
HDC), who passed away 
on Aug. 12 in Dimapur. 

Pa t t o n  d e s c r i b e d 
him as a simple, sincere 
and humble officer and 
a cheerful man. He la-
mented that his demise is 
not only a lost for the fam-
ily but for the Lotha Naga 
society in general.  He fur-
ther conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family and 
prayed for the decease to 
rest in peace.

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN):  
A meeting for principals 
and nodal teachers on 
measles-rubella vaccina-
tion campaign under Zun-
heboto Sadar was held on 
Aug. 9 at the Chief Medical 
Office in Zunheboto.

During the workshop, 
Dr. Mulasato Keyho, MO 
i/c Asuto PHC briefed the 
objectives of the work-
shop and encouraged the 
participants to work hand 
in hand with the health 
workers.

 He motivated the 
participants to actively 
participate for the cam-
paign. 

Dr. Keyho apprised 
them on the micro plan-
ning, recording, reporting 
and monitoring tools and 
also the rollout plan with 
timelines and other guide-
lines, planning of schools 
and outreach vaccination 

Kohima, Aug. 12 (EMN): The Kohima 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI) has informed that it has selected a 
new team office bearers for the year 2018 
to 2021.

In a press release, the trading body 
informed that the new team would 
be headed by Medozhatuo Rutsa as 
president and Thejasetuo Keretsü, 
Ruokuoneilie Kesezie and Ketholekho 
Kenna-o as vice presidents. The other 
officer bearers include Akhrie Mor as 
general secretary, Ruokuohetuo Mechül-

ho as assistant general secretary, joint 
secretaries - Kevibeinuo Mere (women 
and liaisoning), Neiphrezo Shokhrie 
(administration), Razouzekuo Sekhose 
(grievances), Visakholie Zatsu (domes-
tic/state) and Ketouneilhoulie Khezhie 
(foreign/national), Neingulie Nakhro 
as spokesperson, Tseilievinuo Sale as 
treasurer, Shürho-o Chadi as finance 
secretary, Kaihrü Chisüte as information 
& publicity secretary, Among Jamir as as-
sistant information & publicity secretary 
and Jabou Sekhose as advisor of the body.

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): 
The Pungro Town Students’ 
Union conducted the 2nd 
inter-school spelling bee 
competition on Aug. 11 
at Cultural Hall in Pungro 
Town, under the theme 
“The thinker builder.” The 
president of the union, 

Pentsumong Wilson in his 
address enlightened the 
gathering about the impor-
tance of conducting such 
events.

The guaest speaker for 
the event, Sanjay Prasad, 
teacher of GHSS elabo-
rated on the importance of 

phonetic English. 
He said conducting 

such events for students 
is important as it gives ex-
posure to learning. Besides 
spelling bee competition, 
painting, essay writing, 
and prepared speech were 
conducted for the students.

providing seven dumpers 
and five JCBs and other 
logistics and making it a 
success.
Medziphema: In Medz-
iphema, the social work 
began at 7 am with the 
participation of all the gov-
ernment departments, 
public organisations and 
individuals.

Par t ic ipants  have 
cleared the drainage, foli-
age and dirt in the ward 
and colonies assisted by 
the Gaon Buras and Do-
bashis. Offices were also 

cleaned by the staff of de-
partments. Mini trucks of 
Medziphema town coun-
cil helped in disposing the 
garbage.
Peren: All villages and 
towns in Peren district 
conducted mass social 
work. The programme 
was organised as directed 
by the state government 
to keep the district clean. 
During the mass social 
work, all the residents both 
government servants and 
general public participat-
ed.

Kiphire: People in 
Kiphire district actively 
participated in the mass 
social work by clean-
ing their respective of-
fice premises and private 
residences. Guest house 
colony in Kiphire town 
had also actively involved 
in the mass social work by 
collecting the garbage on 
the road side and dispos-
ing them off. 
Zunheboto: Mass social 
work was successfully 
conducted in Zunheboto 
district under the supervi-

sion of district administra-
tion. The public have par-
ticipated by cleaning their 
colonies and surroundings 
while the government staff 
in the district also cleaned 
their respective office 
premises.

Wokha: In Wokha, gov-
ernment employees and 
public have participated 
in the social work in large 
number conducted un-
der the supervision of the 
district administration led 
by deputy commissioner 
(DC), Wokha, Dr. Manazir 

Jeelani Samoon. The DC 
visited almost all the offic-
es, colleges, schools, colo-
nies and wards to monitor 
the progress of the work.

The main objective 
of the social work was 
to clear the drainages, 
foliage for a clean Wokha. 
Mechanical department 
and PWD (R&B) provided 
one JCB, while Wokha 
town council provided 
dumper trucks and pick-
up, and both PHED and 
DEF Wokha provided 
trucks to dispose off the 
waste materials.

Students from schools 
and colleges took part in 
cleaning their respective 
premises and roads lead-
ing to their institutions.

Police and SDRF as-
sisted the department of 
fisheries and aquatic re-
sources in cleaning and 
beautification of Tsumang 
Lake. Garbage pickup 
spots were identified at 
different locations in all 
colonies.

Meanwhile, DC Wok-
ha has thanked all govern-
ment employees, public, 
GBs, NGOs and all con-
cerned involved in the 
mass social work by turn-

ing up in large number 
despite incessant rain. 
He appealed to all the 
public to discourage use 
of plastic bags and not to 
throw plastic materials 
as it blogs the drainage 
system.

The DC also stated 
with the declaration of 
2018 as ‘Year of cleanli-
ness’ on the theme “Clean 
Wokha-Beautiful Wokha,” 
cleanliness drive/ social 
work would to be con-
ducted from time to time 
in the days to come. 

Bhandari: Bhandari 
sub-division conducted 
a mass social work un-
der the supervision of 
ADC Bhandari, Tiameren 
Chang.

During the social work, 
blocked roadside drainag-
es, water logged areas and 
minor landslides within 
the town were cleared by 
the public.

Besides filling up pot-
holes and clearing jungle 
along the road, garbage 
disposal in the colonies 
were also carried out. 
Head of offices along with 
GBs were assigned with 
specific areas to supervise 
the work.

campaign.
District Media Officer 

Shekho Sophie, informed 
the participants on coun-
try measles-rubella up-
date, elimination strate-
gies and basic strategies 
operational plans for the 
campaign.  

He also spoke on the 
objectives of the campaign 
communication plan. He 

briefed about the impor-
tance of advocacy with 
the stakeholders and so-
cial mobilization and on 
capacity building of com-
munity and media man-
agement.

M O  o f  R B S K  D r. 
Shikatoli Achumi, talked 
on AEFI treatment and 
management during the 
campaign while Dr. Im-

songienla stressed on or-
ganising vaccination sites 
including injection safety 
and waste management 
during the campaign.

The training was at-
tended by principals, head 
teachers, administrators 
and teacher in-charge of 
government schools and 
private schools under 
Zunheboto Sadar. 
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Toshi Sanglir delivering a sermon during the inter-tribal youth 
fellowship at Sungkomen Baptist Church in Mokokchung on Aug. 12.

Surrounded by his shoe repairing materials, Toyi Swuro seen here at his home in Phek town.

A house on fire at a locality at Duncan Basti in Dimapur on August 12. 

Fire erupts at Duncan: 
No casualty reported

AR busts NSCN (IM) 
temporary camp

NNC/FGN affirms on sovereignty of Naga nation

ARKD condemns assault on member

Mkg. hosts inter-tribal youth fellowship 

Left Handed? Celebrate it today because you 
are just one among 10% of the world’s population 

Dignity of a cobbler: No job too menial 
3STATE

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 12: Dignity 
of labour emanates from 
within and Toyi Swuro -- a 
24 year old graduate -- is 
taking the lead in showing 
the Naga contemporaries 
what it takes to be a pro-
fessional. Of all the jobs, 
Swuro took up the profes-
sion as a cobbler, his choice 
of job earned him the re-
spect -- especially in the 
social media -- and today 
his venture has inspired his 
here of his school dropout 
friends - Thuputayi Chizo, 
Mutsikhoyi and Kudengoyi 
Lohe - who have been help-
ing him for the past two 
months.  

“Let us not mince words 
in articulating that manual 
labour is not received well 
in the state although the 
state is facing severe short-
age of Naga workers while 
we employ non-Nagas for 
manual works giving them 
an employment opportu-
nity,” said the Toyi Swuro to 
Eastern Mirror. 

“Nagas’ expect too much 
in government sector and 
not through self employ-
ment. Since my early days I 
have noticed that ‘dignity of 
labour’ was missing in our 
culture and instead of re-
maining self reliant by trying 

our hands in manual and 
domestic works, we employ 
non-Nagas killing our trade”, 
accentuated the young man 
to Eastern Mirror.       

Toyi Swuro might not 
be known to many, but he 
was recently trending in 
social media when a photo 
of him surrounded with 
shoe repair materials in his 
room started circulating 
on social media platforms. 
The comments, admiration 
encouraging words from 
different social media users 
also caught the attention of 
Eastern Mirror. 

During an interaction 
with the enterprising youth, 
Swuro disclosed that he 
has a graduate degree from 
Phek Government College. 
Besides, he has a diploma in 
computer application from 
IIHT Dimapur, a diploma in 
hotel management. He has 
also worked as a reception-
ist at the Seb tower Hotel in 
Dimapur. 

 Highly educated, but 
one among the thousands 
of educated unemployed 
Nagas, Swuro took the road 
which most would not take 
- - mending shoes in the 
small confines of his room 
to support himself. 

 “We do not realise that 
there is income in such 

trade as well.  Domestic 
work can also be dignified 
and I chose to try my hands 
mending shoes in Phek to 
bring dignity to labour,” 
says Swuro. 

When queried on how 
he was inspired to take up 
the profession, Swuro said 
that he came across some 

school children in tattered 
shoes, children of parents 
who could not afford new 
pair of shoes; he likened his 
own childhood with those 
children and decided to 
take up mending shoes as 
his profession. 

 He found the joy in 
mending shoes, the profits, 

and the dignity of labour 
that entails and entered the 
profession.  

With the help of his 
friends, news of him mend-
ing shoes was spread out 
and the supportive com-
munity flocked at his home 
with shoes for repair. 

Swuro disclosed that he 

does not have any fixed rate 
for repairing the shoes; for 
those who are not finan-
cially well-off, Swuro said 
that he is happy to mend 
their shoes free of cost. 

 Four months since he 
took to repairing shoes, 
Swuro has moved from the 
four corners of his room 

to a INR 500 per month 
rented shop in Phek town 
recognised as ‘Fine Cob-
bler’. He has three of his 
friends-Thuputayi Chizo, 
Mutsikhoyi and Kudengoyi 
Lohe all of them school 
dropouts helping him for 
the past two months.  

He procures the materi-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug 12: Mon-
day, Aug.  13 is ‘Interna-
tional Left-Handers Day’ 
and though many might 
not know about the signifi-
cance of the day, yet from a 
psychological point of view, 
the day gains significance 
because it deals with the 
personality of the person. 

It is said that only about 
ten percent of the world’s 
population are left-handed; 
however, psychologists are 
still undecided on the ques-
tion of who is better; the 
right handed person or the 
left handed person. 

But like the saying every 
dog has its day, the left hand-
ed people also celebrates 
their ‘left handedness’ on 
August 13 every year. 

The International Left 
Handers Day is observed 
annually on Aug. 13 to cel-
ebrate the uniqueness and 
differences of the left hand-
ed persons. The day was 
first observed in the year 
1976 by Dean R. Campbell, 
founder of the Lefthanders 
International, Inc.

The day was created to 
celebrate certain people’s 
distinctiveness and raise 
awareness of the advantages 
and disadvantages of being 
left-handed in a predomi-
nantly right-handed world.

Coming back home, the 
day will have no signifi-
cance since everything has 
been conditioned where 

als from Dimapur or Kohi-
ma and charges minimum 
rates from his customers 
while making sure that 
their rates are affordable.  
The four of them share the 
amount earned just to suf-
fice them and are contented 
instead of depending on 
their parents.  

Swuro gave all parise 
to his father, a havildar in 
the police department, for 
this advices that “earning 
through one’s labour is 
more respectable no matter 
the line of work than steal-
ing and living a luxurious 
life”. He said that his father’s 
words encouraged him to 
focus and reach out to peo-
ple. He also credits his Phek 
town community for en-
couraging him, reaching out 
to him and supporting him. 

Swuro expressed his 
deep belief that entrepre-
neurship is accommo-
dating and giving leaving 
room for job opportuni-
ties. Saying that his greatest 
achievement would be, if 
he could motivate at least 
one person, Swuro storngly 
expressed that the Naga 
youths should not to shy 
away from picking up a 
manual or domestic work 
and bring dignity to such 
profession. 

the right hand ‘has to do 
the good things’ like eat-
ing and writing etc while 
the left hands are left to do 
the seemingly ‘bad or dirty 
things’. Most of the Naga 
youths who grew up dur-
ing the nineties would nar-
rate how their teachers or 
their parents forced them to 
write with their right hands 
instead of the left hands. 
Fortunately, the trend is 
changing now; the modern 
enlightened parents are 
giving a free hand to their 
child (or children) to choose 
whichever hand they like 
to write. 

Looking from an educa-
tional psychological point 
of view, it has been proven 
that the human brain which 
comprises of a ‘left and 
right’ and each individual 
-- apart from those mentally 
deranged or having psy-
chotic problem -- are either 
left rained or right brained 
w h i c h  i s  p ro n o u n c e d 
through the use of either 
their left or right hands.  

Unfortunately, many 
parents remained ignorant 
of this issue for many years 
while simply holding the 
thought that using the right 
hand is the ‘right’ thing. 

And unfortunately, many 
left handed Naga youths 
are also conditioned to use 
their right hands. An associ-
ate prof. at the department 
of Psychology, Nagaland 
University also conceded 
that a thorough study has 
not been conducted espe-
cially with regard to children 
in the schools in Nagaland. 

An academician, who 
has a master in psychology, 
when contacted, said that 
a study of such kind -- like 
the importance of using the 
left or right hands -- has not 
been conducted in the state 
and therefore failed to give 

any insight into the whole 
issue. Other academicians 
also could not offer much 
information about the psy-
chological implications of 
being a left or a right hand-
ed person. 

As the ‘International 
Left-Handers Day’ is ob-
served across the world, 
the Naga society, especially 
the those in the education 
department to explore the 
psychological implications 
of the simple things like 
being ‘left or right handed’; 
who knows, such simple 
things might determine the 
future of the children and 
also the state. 

Famous and  
influential lefties
There have been countless 
number of both right- and 
left-handed artists and for-
ward thinkers in history 
and currently. But in honor 
of Left-Hander’s Day, it’s 
worth it to explore the most 
notable lefties of all time. 
Some researchers believe 
lefties are capable of more 
complex reasoning, which 
is why there’s a particularly 
high number of lefty Noble 
Prize winners, artists, writ-
ers, architects, musicians, 
and mathematicians. Oth-
ers theorize that lefties are 
forced to find solutions in 
order to survive in a right-
dominated world, which 
means they experience ex-
tra mental resilience. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 12: Af-
ter a gap of years, an in-
ter-tribal youth fellowship 
was conducted at Sung-
komen Baptist Church in 
Mokochung, on the theme 
“Perfectly united -- 1st 
Cor.1:10,” with Toshi Sang-
lir, youth secretary of ABAM 
as the main speaker on 
Sunday.

The fellowship, organ-
ized by the Sungkomen 
Baptist Church Youth Min-
istry, was attended by more 
than 350 members from 
youth ministries of Khia-
mniungan, Lotha, MTBA, 
Sangtam, Tenyimei, Cha-
khesang, Konyak, Phom, 
Artang, Kumlong, Yimc-
hunger, Alempang and 
Evangelical Union FAC 

The speaker lament-
ed the present scenario 
of the Naga society and 
said that the Naga people, 
after receiving the gospel 
stopped headhunting, but 
still cannot stop the culture 
of nepotism and tribalism. 

Saying that the present 
Naga generation has inher-
ited such negative culture, 
Sanglir called upon the 
congregation to do away 
with ‘consumer culture in 
the churches, where mem-
bers attend the service only 
for the sermon of a par-
ticular preacher because 
it satisfies their needs’. He 
termed it as a ‘spiritual 
consumer culture’ which 
divides the people’. 

The secretary, while 
pointing out that individ-
ualist culture is another 
disease which destroys the 
unity of the society and 
the churches alike, strong-
ly urged the youths to do 

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): Jalukie 
battalion of Assam Rifles claimed 
to have busted a temporary camp 
and destroyed in New Ngaolong 
village under Peren district on 
Aug. 8.

In a delayed report, Assam Ri-
fles informed that it has launched 
an operation based on specific 
intelligent information regarding 
presence of armed NSCN (IM) 
cadres in New Ngaolong village. 

During search operation, it 
stated that the personnel noticed 
the presence of a group of 10 to 15 
NSCN (IM) cadres in a temporary 
camp, which was in gross violation 

of ceasefire ground rules.
It stated that the column ap-

proached the camp and asked the 
NSCN (IM) cadres to surrender 
peacefully as per CFGR guide-
lines on the morning of August 8. 
However, the cadres responded 
by bringing down heavy volume 
of automatic fire on the security 
force column. 

The NSCN (IM) cadres aban-
doned the camp and fled taking 
cover of the thick jungle and foli-
age, the press release stated.

Later, the temporary camp was 
said to have been destroyed by the 
Assam Rifles. 

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): The Naga 
National Council, Federal Government 
of Nagaland (NNC/FGN) has resolved to 
steadfastly maintain the dignity, integ-
rity and sovereignty of the Naga nation.

The resolutions to these effects were 
taken during the general meeting of 
the NNC/FGN national workers held 
on Aug. 11 at Urra Academy hall in Ko-
hima. Various dignitaries including its 
president Adinno Phizo; ‘Kedahge Gen.’ 

(Retd.) Viyalie Metha; and ‘killo kilonser’ 
Shevohü Keyho spoke on the occasion. 

A press release issued by Capt. 
(Retd.) Yirei Lungleng, ‘rali wali kil-
lonser,’ informed that the house had 
discussed on various issues including 
the international objective of the Naga 
nation to work out. 

After thorough deliberation, the 
house resolved to reaffirm the follow-
ing historical events such as the Naga 

memorandum to Lord John Simon, 
British statutory commission on Janu-
ary 10, 1929; formation of the Naga 
National Council (NNC) on February 2, 
1946; Naga independence declaration 
on 14th August, 1947; voluntary plebi-
scite of May 16, 1951; Lakhuti resolution 
of 27th April, 1955; proclamation of the 
Federal Government of Nagaland (FGN) 
on 22nd March, 1956; international 
ceasefire agreement between the Fed-

eral Government of Nagaland (FGN) 
and the Government of India (GOI) on 
6th September, 1964. 

Apart from these historical events, 
the Naga National Council and the Fed-
eral Government of Nagaland resolved 
not to recognise all devised events. 
Further stating that NNC and FGN 
have always maintained non-violence, 
it resolved to continue to do so even in 
the days to come. 

Dimapur, Aug. 12 (EMN): 
T h e  A g h u n a t o  Ra n g e 
Kuposhukulu, Dimapur 
(ARKD) has strongly con-
demned the alleged as-
sault on one of its membes, 
Kawoto Yepthomi, son of 
Nixuto Yepthomi, head GB 
Akuba village by fellow stu-
dents numbering between 
20-30 people inside Tetso 
College campus in Dimapur.  

In a press release issued 
by the organisation presi-

dent and secretary, stated 
that it is highly condemna-
ble for a student to arrange 
a group of arrogant mobs 
with the intention to cause 
physical assault to fellow 
students just because of 
some minor altercation in-
side the campus. 

The ARKD questioned 
the management of Tetso 
College for its negligence 
for allowing the crowd to 
enter inside the institute to 

intimate on a student who 
is a hosteller. 

“Such a poor manage-
ment of the highly reput-
ed college will become an 
unprecedented,” the press 
note stated. The organisa-
tion urged the police and the 
administration to follow due 
process of law so that justice 
is delivered to the victim, 
‘who is said to have been 
admitted in a surgery ward 
and is in serious condition.’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, August 12 : A fire ac-
cident erupted at Duncan Basti 
in Dimapur near Dimapur Ao 
Baptist Arogo in the afternoon 
on Aug. 12. However, no casualty 
was reported at the time this 
report was filed.

According to an official from 
the Dimapur Fire and Emergen-
cy Services, two fire trucks were 
rushed to the spot where the fire 

was averted in 30 minutes.
The official said that the 

exact time as to when the fire 
erupted was not known but it 
informed that they received a 
phone call at 1:40 pm. 

Two fire tenders from the 
Dimapur Fire station were used 
to douse off the flames. The fire 
was suspected to have erupted 
from short circuit, incinerated 
four rooms and two shops. 

away with such mentality. 
He also cautioned 

about what he called ‘celeb-
rity culture in the churches’ 
and said that ‘if spirituality 
is dragged towards celeb-
rity lifestyle then it would 
be dangerous’.  

Referring from the book 
of John Chapter 17, “if you 
look at Jesus and accept 
him then he will look dif-
ferent but without Jesus, 
you will see only the differ-
ence,” Sanglir said the most 
beautiful thing in the King-

dom of God is when differ-
ent tribes who speak differ-
ent dialects come together 
perfectly unity under one 
roof to have fellowship and 
served God.

 “Regardless of the dif-
ference we have one Christ 
and if you truly accept 
him than we are one,” the 
preacher asserted.

The participants from 
different churches present-
ed choral, duet, choreogra-
phy and special numbers 
during the programme.   
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Tarun Gogoi claims updating NRC 
his ‘baby’, BJP failed to ‘nurse’ it

ASDC, KSA and KNCA 
oppose ST (H) status to Bodos

Kakching ranked the cleanest 
district headquarter of Manipur

Community groups announce 
strike across Zeliangrong areas

Tripura camps housing Bru families 
to close by September 25 — Centre

Don’t remain mute 
spectator to street 
violence — Assam DGP

Guwahati, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
Former Assam chief min-
ister Tarun Gogoi has 
claimed that the initiative 
to update the NRC was his 
“baby” and the BJP has 
failed to “nurse” it properly 
due to which a defective 
draft was published with 
names of over 40 lakh peo-
ple missing. 

The three-time chief 
minister alleged that the 
BJP was not interested in 
solving the problem of in-
filtration, but to use it as a 
poll agenda in the next Lok 
Sabha and state elections.

“The BJP has always 
played politics with the 
foreigners issue on com-
munal lines and is just not 
interested in solving the 
problem,” Gogoi told PTI 
in an interview.

The infiltration issue 
always crops up before 
elections, then subsides 
to emerge again before the 
next polls. The BJP does 
not want to solve it as is 
evident from their intro-
duction of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 
which is primarily aimed 
at bringing in more for-
eigners, he said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi “will not drive 
out the foreigners, but is 
interested in bringing in 
more. The BJP wants to 
keep the issue alive and so 
does its alliance partner 
AGP,” Gogoi, who occu-
pied the office for 15 years 
from 2001 to 2016, said.

The importance of a 
correct and updated NRC 

PTI

Tarun Gogoi (File Photo)
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
 1. South American prairie
 6. Splendor
 10. Fault
 14. Operatic solos
 15. Inter-____
 16. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
 17. 10th
 18. Small
 19. Wagged by a dog
 20. Female hormone
 22. Wooly South American 

ruminants
 24. Ferrous
 25. Highly-seasoned Hungarian stew
 26. Where you hang clothes
 29. Bric-a-____
 30. Is not (slang)
 31. Genetically-transmitted 

characteristics
 37. Memento
 39. Piece of unhewn timber
 40. Fragrance
 41. Study of the human mind
 44. Invented the safety elevator
 45. Mimicked
 46. Totals
 48. Bullhead fish
 52. Smear
 53. Missionary nun in India
 54. Proclaimed or declared
 58. Margarine
 59. Siamese
 61. Hangman’s knot
 62. ____ Bator, Mongolia
 63. Hearing organs
 64. City in Oklahoma
 65. Assume a certain position
 66. Propelled self through water
 67. Plant with bright daisy-like 

flowers 

 DOWN
 1. Head
 2. Metric units of area

 3. Where they stamp coins
 4. Relating to the writings of 

early church fathers
 5. On land
 6. Communion bread plate
 7. Actor Ken or actress Lena
 8. Minute (abbrev.)
 9. Rocket cargo
 10. Pertaining to unborn 

offspring
 11. Andes beast of burden
 12. Also known as 
 13. Director Raoul _____
 21. A Teutonic people
 23. Saint ____ = a Caribbean 

island

 25. Shorthand inventor John 
Robert _____

 26. Find fault or complain
 27. Untruths
 28. Sole
 29. Worry or ponder 

resentfully
 32. Actresses Barkin, Burstyn 

or Corby
 33. Turbulent or annoying
 34. Small amount
 35. First Best Actor Oscar 

winner ____ Jannings
 36. Back talk
 38. Fellows
 42. Drugs

 43. 365 days
 47. Discrete bundles of 

electromagnetic radiation
 48. Basin or pail
 49. Large stringed  

instrument
50. Compounds found in 

urine
 51. African country Sierra 

_____
52. Reasoned belief in a god
54. ____ kiri = ritual suicide
55. Fool or idiot
56. Nature of being
57. Salutation
60. Pause or hesitation
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cannot be denied as in 
the future, the people de-
tected as foreigners can 
be declared stateless or 
second grade citizens who 
will be denied land rights 
and for whom the taxation 
rates will be high, he said.

“The whole idea was 
conceived and given birth 
during my term in office. 
After I demitted office, 
the BJP failed to nurse my 
baby properly and as a 
result, a defective NRC 
draft was published with 
the names of over 40 lakh 
people missing,” Gogoi 
said commenting on pub-
lication of NRC by the BJP 
government in Assam on 
July 30.

The BJP will use the 

NRC and infiltration as 
a poll issue. They have 
already started doing it in 
the northern part of the 
country and will repeat it 
in the rest of the nation. 

“We will have to tell 
the people that this is the 
BJP’s poll strategy to divert 
attention from their all-
round failure,” Gogoi said.

“ T h e  B J P  a l w a y s 
blamed the Congress for 
giving protection to the 
Bangladeshis, but the ini-
tiative to detect foreigners 
by updating the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
was taken by me with the 
core objective to deter-
mine genuine Indian citi-
zens,” he said.

The BJP has always 

tried to divide the country 
on communal lines and 
they are doing the same 
in the case of identifying 
foreigners, he added.

“We do not play poli-
tics with such a sensitive 
issue. For the Congress, 
detection of foreigners is 
the primary objective and 
the persons religion does 
not come into the picture 
at all,” he said.

The introduction of 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016 was done 
with the aim of bringing in 
foreigners of a particular 
religion from Bangladesh 
and exclude those belong-
ing to another faith, the 
former chief minister said.

“The Bill, if passed, will 
be like giving a red car-
pet welcome to foreign-
ers of a particular religion 
and nullify the objective 
of NRC with the whole 
exercise being a complete 
waste of money, energy 
and resources,” he said.

Gogoi asked why the 
issue of deportation of the 
foreigners was not being 
taken up with Bangladesh 
and “this too points out 
that the BJP and AGP want 
to keep the issue alive for 
their political gain”.

The ongoing NRC in 
Assam will be the second 
one in the country after 
1951.

He pointed out that the 
NRC was being prepared 
under the Assam Accord 
clause of including peo-
ple who have entered the 
country before March 25, 

1971 and this was the only 
way it could be done.

“I am also demanding 
that the names of those in 
the 2014 voters list must 
also be added so that 
objections can be raised 
against those people who 
may be suspected as for-
eigners but have found a 
place in the voters list,” the 
veteran Congress leader 
said.

“Objections cannot be 
raised in voters list but it 
can be done in the NRC 
and if this is included, the 
detection of more foreign-
ers may be possible,” he 
said.

“The authorities now 
must concentrate on pre-
paring an error free NRC 
as directed by the Supreme 
Court and ensure that gen-
uine Indian citizens whose 
names are missing from 
the draft are not harassed 
further,” he said.

The Congress will al-
ways stand by genuine In-
dian citizens and provide 
help legally and politically, 
he added.

Gogoi alleged that the 
number of cases sent to 
the Foreigners Tribunal 
during the BJP govern-
ment’s rule had been 
much less than that of the 
Congress rule.

“During my tenure as 
chief minister, the work 
of border fencing, bor-
der lighting and patrol-
ling by riverine police was 
stepped up considerably 
to restrict entry of illegal 
foreigner,” he said.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug. 12: Autonomous State De-
mand Committee (ASDC), Karbi Students 
Association-Suren Hanse and Karbi Nimso 
Chingthur Asong (KNCA) have jointly 
opposed the move by the government 
to confer ST (H) status to Bodos living in 
Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao.

In a joint statement by ASDC, KSA, 
and KNCA have stated that ST (H) status 
is given to backward tribes like Karbis, 
Dimasas and others, who cannot make 
progress and advancement in respect of 
political, social and economic. Therefore, 
there is no justification in the decision to 
confer ST (H) status to Bodos who are al-

ready an advanced plan tribe. On the other 
hand the Karbis, Dimasas and other hill 
tribes were given ST (H) status that has a 
long political and historical background. It 
would be totally wrong to confer the ST (H) 
status to Bodos without proper and deep 
assessment of their political and historical 
background, the statement said.

The ASDC, KSA and KNCA therefore 
demanded upon the KAAC authority, 
MLAs and MPs from Karbi Anglong and 
Dima Hasao to convince both the state 
and central government to stop the proc-
ess of granting ST (H) status to the Bodos 
as it will have a wide ranging social, politi-
cal and economic ramification, it said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 12: Kakch-
ing becomes the cleanest 
district headquarters of 
Manipur. This came to 
light when the Municipal 
administration, housing 
& urban development 
(Mahud) announced the 
result of second state level 
swacchhata award 2018 
on cleanliness and sani-
tation in all the district 
headquarters of Manipur. 
Secretary Mahud Mong-
jam Joy Singh issued an 
official notice in this re-
gard on Saturday, reports 
said.

As per the notice, 
with 306 scores, Kakch-
ing bagged the cleanest 
district headquarters title 
while Imphal West district 
second cleanest district 
headquarters title with 298 
scores. 

Thoubal district head-
quarters became the third 

cleanest title with 297 
scores.

C h u r a c h a n d p u r 
bagged the 6th rank with 
a score of 253; Senapati 
bagged 8th rank with 234 
scores while Tamenglong 
12th ranked with 161 
scores. Pherzawl bagged 
the 16th rank with just 57 
scores.

Meanwhile 27 urban 
local bodies of the state 
were declared Open Def-
ecation Free (ODF). Heirok 
under Thoubal district 
is the last to be declared 
ODF whereas Bishnupur 
was the first to be declared 
ODF.

The 27 urban local 
bodies which are declared 
ODF are Andro Nagar, 
Bishnupur, Heirok, Im-
phal, Jiribam, Kakching, 
Kakching Khunou, Kumbi, 
Kwakta, Lamlai, Lam-
shang, Lilong-I, Lilong-II, 
Mayang Imphal, Moirang, 

Nambol, Ningthoukhong, 
Oinam, Samurou, Sek-
mai Bazar, Sikhong Sek-
mai, Sugnu, Thongkhong 
Laxmi, Thoubal, Wangjing 
Lamding, Wangoi and 
Yairipok.

The Public Health En-
gineering Department 
(PHED) which is imple-
menting Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM)-Gramin, a 
flagship programme of the 
central government and 
under this 4,46,401 rural 
individual households, 
3919 government schools, 
1201 Angawadis of the 
state are to be provided 
sanitary latrine by Oct. 2, 
2019, has been reportedly 
directed to achieve ODF 
by August 15, 2018. 

Following the direc-
tives, even if the whole 
state cannot be covered, 
the urban local bodies 
(ULBs) have been declared 
ODF.

D i m a p u r,  A u g .  1 2 
(EMN): Various organi-
sations have decided to 
launch a 24-hour strike 
in the Zeliangrong areas 
in Manipur due to the 
governments of India 
and Manipur failing to 
book the cadres of the 
NSCN-IM, who were al-
legedly involved in the 
abduction of leaders of 
the Zeliangrong Youth 
Front and Zeliangrong 
students.

The Zeliangrong Baudi 
and the Zeliangrong Youth 
Front of Assam, Manipur, 
and Nagaland; and the All 
Zeliangrong Students’ Un-
ion (AZSU) issued a press 
release on Sunday. 

The statement said 
that they have decided to 
launch a 24-hour ‘bandh’ 
in the Zeliangrong areas 
after what was stated to 
be the “failure on the part 
of both the government 
of India and Manipur to 
comply with the demand 
of the Zeliangrong apex 

bodies.”
In their joint meet-

ing, the ZB, the ZYF, and 
the AZSU have decided 
to launch the ‘bandh’ as 
its first phase agitations, 
from the midnight of Aug. 
15 till the midnight of Aug. 
16. During the 24-hour 
strike, the National High-
way 37, district highway 
and all national projects 
within the jurisdiction of 
Zeliangrong areas, would 
be within the purview of 
the strike, it stated.

All frontal organisa-
tions of the Zeliangrong 
community are appraised 
to enforce the 24-hour 
strike. 

Schools, govt. offices, 
business activities, reli-
gions, medical/health, 
water supply, and electric-
ity are exempted from the 
purview of the strike. 

The press release fur-
ther stated that any people 
or organisation who vio-
late the ‘bandh’ would be 
doing at own risk.

Agartala, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
The Centre today as-
serted that all the six ref-
ugee camps in Tripura 
North district, sheltering 
Bru families from neigh-
bouring Mizoram, will be 
closed down after Septem-
ber 25.

The final phase of re-
patriation of Bru refugees 
is scheduled to commence 
from August 25 and end on 
September 25.

“After discussion with 
the Bru refugee leaders, 
we have come to an agree-
ment that repatriation of 
32,876 people sheltered 
in the camps will begin on 
August 25 and the proc-
ess will be completed by 
September 25. After that, 
we will close down the 
camps,” Satyendra Garg, 
Joint Secretary of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs, told 
reporters.

“If anybody wants to 
stay, they can stay back, 

but we will close the 
camps and stop distribu-
tion of relief,” he said. 

A team of MHA offi-
cials, including Special 
Secretary (internal secu-
rity) Rina Mitra, Adviser 
Mahesh Kumar Singla and 
Joint Secretary Satyendra 
Garg has been camping 
in Tripura for the past few 
days to oversee the imple-
mentation of the repatria-
tion agreement signed on 
July 3 between the Centre, 
state governments of Mi-
zoram and Tripura, and 
Bru refugees.

Speaking to report-
ers at Assam Rifles sector 
headquarters here, Garg 
said the repatriation was 
being continued as per 
agreement.

“ The repatr iat ion 
agreement was proposed 
by the Mizoram govern-
ment in 2015 and 32,876 
refugees from over 5,000 
families were identified 

by it and the repatriation 
is being executed after 
discussion and agreement 
with Bru refugee leaders,” 
the official said.

The MHA officials 
met the Bru refugees for 
two days at Damcherra in 
Kanchanpur, close to the 
Tripura-Mizoram border, 
till Friday.

The Bru refugees had 
expressed discontent at 
the package and demand-
ed a host of other benefits, 
including Area Develop-
ment Council (ADC), clus-
ter villages and increased 
land entitlement. 

The refugees have 
been offered a package 
of Rs 1.5 lakh for housing 
assistance, Rs 4 lakh for 
sustenance, free ration for 
two years and Rs 5,000 per 
month as cash assistance.

The cash assistance 
will be provided after three 
years of uninterrupted stay 
in Mizoram and housing 

assistance would be given 
in three installments.

Around 39,000 refu-
gees fled Mamit, Kolasib 
and Lunglei districts in Mi-
zoram after ethnic clashes 
broke out in 1997.

“I have visited those 
villages where the refugees 
returned to Mizoram in 
previous phases of repa-
triation. I do not feel there 
is any security threat per-
ception. Still, the refugees 
will be accommodated in 
their home villages. In case 
there is shortage of land, 
they will be accommo-
dated in villages of close 
proximity,” Garg said.

 However, the amount 
will be released as bank 
loan, he said.

Identity-related docu-
ments like Aadhaar, ration 
card, bank account details, 
documents of land set-
tlement will be updated 
for all returning refugees, 
Garg added.

Guwahati, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
People should not remain 
mute spectators to inci-
dents of street violence 
but take proactive steps 
to stop it, Assam Director 
General of Police Kuladhar 
Saikia has said.

The violence does not 
remain confined to the 
street but spills over to 
one’s home if a person 
continues to remain a 
mute spectator, the DGP 
said in his address at the 
Fourth Yamin Hazarika 
Woman of Substance 
Award, conferred on noted 
wildlife activist Purnima 
Devi Barman here yes-
terday.

If people become im-
mune to violence and does 
nothing to stop it, it will 
trickle to one’s home with 
children assuming that 
there was nothing wrong 
with the situation, he said.

In this context, the 
DGP also stressed on in-

stilling the right values in 
the younger generation.

Stating that it takes an 
entire community to nur-
ture and bring up a child, 
Saikia said, “There is a say-
ing in China that it takes a 
village to bring up a child. 
Earlier it was followed in 
our society too but unfor-
tunately in recent times it 
is not so, leading to many 
problems.”

The DGP conferred 
the award on Barman who 
was honoured with the 
Whitley Award, popularly 
called the Green Oscars, 
last year for her efforts to 
conserve the endangered 
Greater Adjutant Stork in 
Assam.

The Award has been 
instituted by an Assam-
based collective ‘Women’s 
Hub’ in memory of North 
East’s first IPS officer 
Yamin Hazarika, who died 
of leukaemia at the age of 
43 in 1999.
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Adani walks away with gas rights 
for 21 cities; BPCL bags 11 cities

Over 70 lakh jobs created in 
formal sector last year — Modi

Company secy. not required to 
disclose non-filing of previous 
year’s annual return — Court

Moderate improvement in Q1 
growth trends — CII-ASCON survey

Glitch-ridden GST was due to lack of time — GSTN CEO

Inflation rate, rupee, results 
to steer equity indices 

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (PTI): Billionaire 
Gautam Adani’s group has bagged 
licences to retail gas in 21 cities in 
the latest city gas distribution bid 
round that saw state-owned Bharat 
Petroleum Corp Ltd’s unit and Tor-
rent Gas emerging as the other big 
winners. 

Adani Gas won rights to retail 
CNG to automobiles and piped 
cooking gas to households and in-
dustries in 13 cities on its own and 
another nine, including Allahabad, 
in joint venture with state-owned 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC), according 
to results of 78 out of the 86 cities 
that were bid out in the country’s 
biggest city gas distribution (CGD) 
bid round.

According to the Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PN-
GRB), IOC on its own won rights to 
seven cities, including Coimbatore 
and Salem in Tamil Nadu and Guna 
in Madhya Pradesh.

Bharat Gas Resources Ltd, a 
unit of state-owned BPCL, won 
licence for 11 cities like Amethi 
and Rai Bareli in Uttar Pradesh and 
Ahmednagar in Maharashtra, while 
Torrent Gas Pvt Ltd made nine 
winning bids that included ones 
for Alwar in Rajasthan, Moradabad 
in Uttar Pradesh and Karaikal in 
Puducherry.

State gas utility GAIL’s retailing 
arm, GAIL Gas, managed rights for 
four cities, including Dehradun.

Indraprastha Gas Ltd, the firm 
that retails CNG in the national 

capital, won city gas rights for 
Meerut and Muzaffarnagar in Uttar 
Pradesh.

“As per the commitment made 
by the various entities in the 78 
Geographical Areas (GAs) approved 
for issuance of Letter of Intent 
(LoI) in 9th CGD Bidding Round, 
1.53 crore domestic piped natural 
gas connections and 3,627 CNG 
(compressed natural gas) stations 
for transport sector would be in-
stalled largely during a period of 8 
years up to September 30, 2026,” 
PNGRB said.

When the bid round closed last 
month, IOC, BPCL and Adani Gas 

Ltd were the top bidders. 
Of the 86 cities offered for re-

tailing of CNG to automobiles and 
piped cooking gas to households in 
the 9th CGD bid round, IOC bid for 
34 cities on its own and another 20 
in partnership with Adani Gas Ltd.

Adani Gas on its own bid for 
32 cities.

Bharat Gas Resources Ltd bid 
for as many as 53 cities while GAIL 
Gas Ltd put in offers for 34 cities. 

Gujarat-based Torrent Gas Pvt 
Ltd bid for 31 cities while Gujarat 
Gas Ltd put in offers for 21 areas.

Petronet LNG Ltd, India’s larg-
est liquefied natural gas (LNG) 

importer, sought to foray into CGD 
business by bidding for licence in 
seven cities. 

Indraprastha Gas Ltd had put in 
bids for 11 cities.

In a statement, PNGRB said 
the 9th CGD Bidding Round was 
launched on April 12 for develop-
ment of city gas networks for the 
86 Geographical Areas (GAs) which 
includes 174 districts (156 complete 
and 18 part), spread over 22 states 
and Union Territories (UTs) in 
India. “Based upon the bids evalua-
tions PNGRB approved issue of Let-
ters of Intent (LoI) to the successful 
bidders for 78 GAs,” it said. 

The regulator said bids for re-
maining GAs are being evaluated 
and outcome of the same will be 
announced shortly.

“At present, CGD authorisation 
has been given by PNGRB for 92 
GAs covering 124 districts spread 
over 23 States and UTs. These cover 
20 per cent of India’s population 
and 11 per cent of its geographical 
area. In addition, CGD operations 
are being carried out in 5 districts, 
authorisation for which is either 
under consideration of PNGRB or 
is sub-judice. 

“With the completion of 9th 
CGD Bidding Round, CGD would 
be available in 178 GAs comprising 
280 districts spread over 26 States 
and UTs covering more than 50 per 
cent of India’s population and 35 
per cent of its geographical area,” 
PNGRB added.

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
Calling the opposition 
claims on rising unemploy-
ment a “political gimmick”, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said that over 70 lakh 
jobs were created in the 
formal sector alone in the 
last one year.

Based on Employees 
Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO) data, more than 
45 lakh formal jobs were 
created between Septem-
ber 2017 to April 2018, Modi 
said in an email interview 
with Times of India pub-
lished on Sunday.

“According to our study 
based on the EPFO data, 
more than 70 lakh jobs were 
created in the formal sector 
alone last year.” 

Attacking the opposi-
tion, he said that rather than 
the so-called failure of this 
government to create jobs, 
“I believe the shortcoming 
lies in the absence or lack 
of a streamlined database 
of jobs. 

“Naturally, in the ab-
sence of information, our 
opponents will exploit this 
situation and blame us for 
not creating jobs”. 

Modi also called the op-
position’s claim of rising 
unemployment a “propa-
ganda”. 

“If you look at claims 
made by the state govern-

ments -- Bengal says it cre-
ated 68 lakh jobs and the 
previous Karnataka govern-
ment claimed it created 53 
lakh jobs -- are we saying 
that all the country’s jobs 
are being created in some 
states and that other states 
and the country as a whole 
are not creating jobs? This 
propaganda on jobs by the 
opposition is nothing but a 
political gimmick,” he said.

Modi said that informal 
sector accounts for around 
80 per cent of all jobs and 
creation of jobs in the for-
mal sector has a spin-off 
effect on job creation in the 
informal sector.

“There are close to three 
lakh village-level entrepre-
neurs who run common 
service centres across the 
country and create em-

ployment. More than 12 
crore loans have been given 
under MUDRA Scheme,” 
he said.

Modi said that in the 
last four years there has 
been massive construction 
activities like roads, railways 
or housing -- all these gen-
erate jobs. 

“All reports, whether 
national or international, 
show that poverty in India 
is on the decline. Can we 
think of such a possibil-
ity without people having 
jobs?” he asked. Assert-
ing that tourism provides 
maximum employment, 
Modi said that the country’s 
tourism sector has been 
growing rapidly with for-
eign tourist arrivals in India 
in 2017 registering a growth 
of 14 per cent over 2016.

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (PTI): A company 
secretary of a private firm is not man-
dated to disclose non-filing of balance 
sheet, profit and loss account and annual 
return for the previous financial year in 
his compliance certificate, a Delhi court 
has said. 

Additional Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate Pawan Singh Rajawat acquitted a 
company secretary of the charges of filing 
fake certificate, while accepting the sub-
missions of his advocate Sanjay Kumar 
Singh that the law does not provide any 
format for indicating the ‘non-filings’ by 
the company secretary in the compliance 
certificate.

Singh had told the court that accused 
Kapil Saluja, who was the company secre-
tary of Infolance Software Solutions Ltd, 
was not “duty bound” under the provi-
sions of Companies Act to indicate the 
non-filings by the firm in his compliance 
report.

According to the complaint filed by 
then Deputy Registrar of Companies NCT 

of Delhi and Haryana, the accused being 
the company secretary had not mentioned 
in compliance certificate for the year 2012-
13 that the firm was in default in filing of 
the balance sheet, profit and loss account 
and annual return for the previous finan-
cial year 2011- 12.

“The law only provides for declara-
tion of the forms and returns as filed by 
the company and it does not provide any 
format for indicating the ‘non filings’,” the 
defence counsel had told the court.

In its order, the judge said, “In view 
of the above discussion and evidence on 
record, I am satisfied that the complainant 
has not proved the documents as per law 
being admissible evidence.” 

“Even otherwise, the allegations of 
false statement against the accused are not 
made out. I am satisfied that complainant 
has failed to prove the allegations against 
the accused beyond reasonable doubt. 
Hence, accused Kapil Saluja is acquitted 
of allegation levelled against him,” the 
judge said.

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
The Indian economy wit-
nessed a moderate im-
provement in growth trends 
in terms of production dur-
ing the first quarter ending 
June over the corresponding 
quarter a year ago, industry 
chamber CII said on Sunday 
citing its joint survey con-
ducted with ASCON.

The Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII)-AS-
CON survey tracking the 
performance of 70 sectors in 

the April-June quarter said 
domestic demand and in-
vestment will be supported 
by better consumption pat-
terns due to the favourable 
monsoon, moderation in 
inflation and the onset of 
the festive season, a state-
ment said.  Fewer sectors 
are anticipating negative 
growth trends, which clearly 
points towards improve-
ment in the economic envi-
ronment, he said. 

The survey classifies 

growth trends across four 
broad categories - Excellent 
(over 20 per cent), High (10-
20 per cent), Moderate (0-10 
per cent) and Low (below 
0 per cent), the statement 
said.  “While the growth 
trends remain concentrated 
in the ‘moderate’ category, a 
deceleration in the pace of 
de-growth suggests firm-
ing of the recovery in the 
economy,” it said. 

The survey showed a 
sharp increase in the sec-

tors witnessing ‘excellent’ 
growth during April-June 
2018, over the same period 
a year ago, with the share 
of such sectors improving 
to 14.3 per cent in the first 
quarter, from 5.7 per cent 
earlier. The share of sectors 
recording ‘high’ and ‘moder-
ate‘ growth improved mar-
ginally during the quarter 
in review, while the share 
of sectors witnessing ‘low’ 
growth (below) has come 
down substantially.

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
The IT backbone of the 
Goods and Services Tax 
was not given enough time 
to prepare a system to the 
satisfaction of the GSTN 
which led to the glitches 
in the implementation of 
the new tax regime, a top 
official said.

However, he added, 
the system had now sta-
bilized and the policy-
makers had also acknowl-
edged the need to give 
enough time to the GSTN 
to implement any fur-
ther changes to the sys-
tem and that there should 
be smooth sailing in the 
days ahead despite major 
changes in the offing like 
complete overhaul of the 
return filing system.

From day one of GST 
rollout on July 1 last year, 
glitches and teething prob-
lems were experienced 
which were magnified 
when the e-Way Bill was 
rolled out on February 1.

Goods and Services 
Tax Network (GSTN) CEO 
Prakash Kumar said that 
the original date for roll-
out of e-Way Bill was April 
1 and preponing it to Feb-
ruary “on a whim” was a 
mistake.

“If the date was April 1, 
we should have adhered to 
April 1. Required time was 
not given and it is known. 
Everyone knows that,” Ku-
mar told IANS in an inter-
view.

“The Group of Minis-
ters (GoM) on Information 
Technology examined it 
and said it should not have 
been done (preponed). 
They said go back to April 
1. Not only that, (GOM 
Chairman) Sushil Modi 
said it should be imple-
mented in a staggered 
manner - give time to both 
the system as well as the 
users,” he said.

Even before the e-Way 
Bill, the system was marred 
with glitches which Kumar 

attributes to lack of time.
“No one can challenge 

that time was less. There 
were glitches and stag-
gered delivery of modules 
and functionalities. That 
was because of the time 
constraint and the way the 
law was drafted and it was 
made available - the rules 
and the (return) forms,” 
he said.

The GSTN prepared all 
its systems based on the 
draft law but in March last 
year, the laws were modi-
fied.

“So we had the law in 
March. Rules were final-
ized in April and May. And 
we had majority of forms 
in June and July. It’s be-
cause of that. No one can 
be held accountable,” he 
said.

Kumar said that even 
the government was on a 
deadline as the constitu-
tional amendment to bring 
in the new tax regime was 
only for one year.

“After September 8 or 
9, there would have been 
anarchy. No government 
- state or Centre - would 
have been able to levy any 
tax. And if you don’t levy 
tax, how will you run the 
government?

“It’s easy to lay blame 
and say there was no prop-
er planning, but we have 
implemented it and it has 
stabilised. Now our focus 
should not be on what 
happened but how to im-
prove it further and make 
it more user-friendly,” he 
said adding that was on 
agenda of the GSTN for 
this year.

However, Kumar ac-
knowledged that better 
sense has prevailed and 
policymakers have under-
stood that GST’s IT-arm 
needed to be given enough 
time to make changes to 
the system if there was any 
change in GST laws and 
procedures.

This was the reason 

that while the GST Coun-
cil in its July 21 meeting 
decided to overhaul the 
return filing process, it also 
gave six months time for 
the IT system to be ready.

“This time, they have 
agreed to my point of view 
that IT will be given suf-
ficient time to develop, 
test and integrate,” Kumar 
said.

He added that since the 
goof-up with the e-Way bill 
- which was later success-
fully rolled out on April 1 
as originally planned - the 
system has now stabilized 
and people are now filing 
on an average 20 lakh re-
turns every day.

Kumar is also confi-
dent that the rollout of the 
new return forms will be 
smooth. 

“They have given us 
six months time which is 
sufficient. I am confident 
this time it will be smooth 
as we have learnt from our 
experience,” he said.

Mumbai, Aug. 12 (IANS): Key macro-
economic inflation data points, 
combined with the last of first quarter 
earning results and the direction of 
foreign fund flows, are expected to 
drive the Indian equity indices next 
week.

Analysts opined that the move-
ment of the Indian rupee against 
the US dollar as welll as global crude 
oil price volatility and high stock 
valuations will also affect investor 
sentiments.

“The domestic markets are likely 
to witness another eventful week, 
with more quarterly earnings, trends 
in global markets, 
investment by for-
eign and domestic 
investors,” SMC 
Investments & Ad-
visors’ Chairman 
and Managing Di-
rector D.K. Aggar-
wal told IANS.

In terms of global cues, Delta 
Global Partners Founder and Prin-
cipal Partner Devendra Nevgi told 
IANS: “The risk emanating from a 
potential Turkey-centred contagion 
spreading to EU banks will domi-
nate the risk sentiment in the EMs 
(emerging markets) and Indian 
markets next week.”

“The USD is higher and the yields 
lower, indicating a risk-aversion 
scenario. The Indian rupee’s moves 
need to be closely watched, since 
it is already closer to an all-time 
low. The Turkish Lira’s steep fall and 
USD’s appreciation would negate the 
sentiment towards EM currencies in 
general, including the rupee.”

According to Anindya Banerjee, 
Deputy Vice President for Currency 
and Interest Rates with Kotak Securi-
ties, the Indian rupee is expected to 

range from 68.70 to 69.30 against a 
US dollar in the coming week.

“We should be prepared for a 
devaluation. However, lower crude 
oil prices and the Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI ) invention in defending 
the Indian rupee against the USD will 
mitigate the magnitude of devalua-
tion,” Banerjee told IANS.

On the currency front, the rupee 
closed at 68.83 on August 10, weak-
ened by 22 paise from its previous 
week’s close of 68.61 per greenback.

Besides the rupee, foreign fund 
inflows into the country might get 
impacted due to “global risk aver-

sion”.
In terms of investments, pro-

visional figures from the stock ex-
changes showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors (FIIs) bought 
scrips worth Rs 992.18 crore in the 
last week.

Apart from foreign funds, macro-
economic inflation data points such 
as the consumer price index (CPI) 
and wholesale price index (WPI) 
for July will set the tone for the key 
indices.

Company-wise, Abbott India, 
Cadila Healthcare, Godrej Indus-
tries, Greaves Cotton, Oil India, Tata 
Chemicals, Tata Steel, Allahabad 
Bank, GMR Infra, Grasim Industries 
and Sun Pharma are expected to 
announce their Q1 earning results 
next week.

On technical charts, the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) Nifty50 re-

mains in an uptrend as it has closed 
at new life highs.

“Technically, while the Nifty has 
corrected from life highs, the under-
lying trend of the Nifty remains up,” 
HDFC Securities’ Retail Research 
Head Deepak Jasani told IANS.

“The intermediate uptrend is 
likely to continue once the immedi-
ate resistance of 11,495 points is 
taken out. Crucial supports to watch 
for any further weakness is at 11,329 
points.”

Last week, both the key Indian 
equity indices -- S&P Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) Sensex and the NSE 

Nifty 50 -- rose on the 
back of healthy inflow 
of foreign funds, along 
with domestic politi-
cal developments and 
positive global cues.

Additionally, pre-
diction of healthy eco-

nomic growth by IMF combined 
with better-than-expected quarterly 
results and low crude oil prices aided 
the two key indices in making sub-
stantial gains.

Consequently, the S&P BSE 
Sensex closed at 37,869.23 points, 
higher by 313.07 points or 0.82 per 
cent from its previous close.

The positive sentiment pushed 
the barometer index to a fresh intra-
day record high of 38,076.23 points 
and a closing high of 38,024.37 points 
during the trade week ended August 
10.

Similarly, the wider Nifty50 on 
the NSE made gains. It ended at 
11,429.50 points, higher by 68.7 
points or 0.58 per cent from its previ-
ous close. 

The Nifty50 made a fresh intra-
day record high of 11,495.20 points 
and closing high of 11,470.70 points.

PTI

A file picture of Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani.

PTI

A file picture of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Building India 
from the Northeast
T

he Northeast has added another feather to 
its cap: 36 north-eastern women have been 
included in the first ever all-women combat 
force, the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT). 

The strength of this elite force is 40. So the north-eastern 
dominance in this newly constituted force is unques-
tionable. If one takes into account the tough selection 
process and rigorous training regime that goes into con-
stituting such elite forces, it is not a mean achievement. 
It clearly shows that women from the north-eastern 
region are well ahead in physical fitness, stamina, and 
sharpness than generally those from other regions of 
the country. Hope SWAT will earn laurels in the future 
and make the Northeast proud. Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh is hopeful about the new force. The Un-
ion minister is of the view that the force would perform 
its assigned tasks with ease, and successfully. The SWAT 
has been specially trained to thwart terror strikes besides 
engaging in jungle warfare. Besides, the new combat 
force has been trained to handle VVIP security and hos-
tage rescue. SWAT members have been trained in India 
and abroad. Out of the 36 personnel from the Northeast 
in the force, 13 are from Assam, while five each are from 
Arunachal, Manipur, and Sikkim; Meghalaya (four), Na-
galand (two), Mizoram (one) and Tripura (one). It’s a 
pity that the region has had to wait for more than seven 
decades after Independence to show its might to the na-
tion. It is not because that the north-easterners lacked 
courage or talent. There was no dearth of such strength 
in the region’s character. The truth lies in the fact that 
north-easterners never had proper opportunities. As a 
matter of fact no one informed the people of the region 
that such scopes were available. Many may blame the 
geographical distance or even lack of communication 
as the reasons for the failure to ensure opportunities for 
the people of the region. The bitter truth is that the so-
called ‘mainlanders’ never thought of involving the re-
gion in the nation building process. They never failed to 
talk about the unrest in the region and never recognised 
the fact that the apathy itself was causing trouble in the 
Northeast. Delhi has always tried to solve the problems 
of the region by force than by development. It has nev-
er tried to create employment avenues for the youths 
of the Northeast. Delhi was never sincere in checking 
infiltration from across the border, which effectively 
made the region more backward. Delhi’s policy toward 
the Northeast all these years was confined to mere lip-
service and knee-jerk reactions. In this context, credit 
should be given to the north-easterners that they have 
taken everything in to their stride and came out victori-
ous in a battle, which heavily favored the ‘mainlanders.’ 
These days it is next to impossible to ignore the region in 
any sphere be it in education, culture, sports and even 
politics. The north-easterners are visible everywhere. 
But at the same time, people of the region should keep 
in mind that this is only a partial victory. The real victory 
is still to be achieved. The real victory will come the day 
when the mainlanders ask the region to take the lead 
in nation building. North-easterners will be an integral 
part of every decision that would be taken in the interest 
of the country. The tag of ‘trouble makers’ has success-
fully been removed. From now onward, the fight will be 
to earn the reputation of a ‘nation maker.’

Saeed Naqvi | IANS

Life and Times of Gauri, Victim 
of the Rising Tide of Unreason  

Bhavana Akella | IANS

Sometimes our to-do list needs to wait.

I headed into the post office in a big hurry. I had a number 
of things on my to-do list, but as I entered I was frus-
trated to find a long line backing up all the way to the 

door. “Hurry up and wait,” I muttered, glancing at my watch.
My hand was still on the door when an elderly stranger 

approached me. “I can’t get this copier to work,” he said, 
pointing to the machine behind us. “It took my money and 
I don’t know what to do.” Immediately I knew what God 
wanted me to do. I stepped out of line and was able to fix 
the problem in ten minutes.

The man thanked me and then left. As I turned to get 
back in line, it was gone. I walked straight to the service 
counter.

My experience that day reminds me of Jesus’s words: 
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you” (Luke 6:38).

My wait seemed shorter because God interrupted my 
hurry. By turning my eyes to others’ needs and helping me 
give of my time, He gave me a gift. It’s a lesson I hope to 
remember, next time I look at my watch.

Heavenly Father, all of the time I have is in Your hands, 
a gift from You. Please show me how to use it to bring 

glory and honor to You.

Left-Hander’s Day: Celebrating Uniqueness and Difference 

Karunanidhi: Scratches on My Mind Firm Five Years in Chennai

I
nternational Left-Hand-
er’s Day observe every 
year on August 13 to pro-
mote awareness of the 

inconveniences faced by left-
handers in a predominantly 
right-handed world. Roughly 
ten percent of the world’s pop-
ulation are left handed people 
who in today’s society adapt 
to use tools and objects made 
for righties. The inventors ap-
parently made those things 
forgetting the fact that not all 
people in this world are right-
handed. One may look at right-
handers and lefties as more-or-
less the same, but left-handed 
people still face problems on 
a daily basis. The plight of left-
ies’ struggle living in a world of 
right-handed majority is real. 

Lefties most oftenly experi-
ence worse time in schools as 

most desks are biased toward 
right-handed people forcing 
lefties to contort themselves 
uncomfortably, suffer neck 
cramps to take note in their 
left-to-right writing  in awk-
ward position. Another place 
where lefties encounter prob-
lems is that when the meal be-
gins, sometimes unconscious-
ly drink someone else’s drink 
that served for those seated on 
his left side which makes his 
meal time embarrassing. 

Zippers of a trouser are 
placed for the easy conven-
ience of right-handed folks by 
placing the covering fabric in 
zippers on the left hand side. 
Lefties finds hard to find mu-
sical instruments designed 
for them as most instruments 
are designed to favour the 
right handed individuals. Left-

handed people need to request 
for a customized one to suit 
their needs. Medical equip-
ments and tools most if not 
all, have designed with right-
handers in mind making life 
difficult to use for those in this 
profession.. 

Tape measures indicate 
number unfavourable to the 
lefties. Left-handed people are 
compelled to read the num-
bers upside down if they use 
it according to how they sup-
posed to use. 

Again, shooting guns are for 
the convenience of right hand-
ed people and for that matter, 
mostly, left handed soldiers ex-
perience the scary thing of see-
ing empty shells coming out 
of the side chamber of the gun 
flying past his face. 

We use dao as daily tool 

yet for lefties, it’s hassle to 
hone and cut as the design of 
a dao’s metal blade is such to 
whet from right side and han-
dle with right-hand but lefties 
cutting from right side with left 
hand is so challenging. 

A new set of problems aris-
es when we use computers as 
the mouse is set up on the right 
side. Even if we extend the ca-
ble to get it on the left side of 
the desk, our mouse is still in-
dented for the right hander’s 
thumb. 

The world is moving on to 
the most convenient and easy 
method of cash withdrawal 
from the nearest ATM; paying 
cash slowly becomes a thing of 
the past. But unfortunately, for 
the lefties, these ideas are not 
so friendly since cash dispens-
ing and credit card payment 

machines are still designed for 
the dominant righties. Card 
need to be swiped on the right 
hand side, causing an awkward 
situation for the lefty shoppers. 

As lefties we goes through 
many difficulties and aggra-
vations that only us can un-
derstand; so this day is made 
specified to tell the world that 
we are right to be left-handed 
and how unique and difference 
we are of being left-handed. 
We cann’t train ourselves to be 
right-handed. Though being 
left-handed is frustrating, the 
only thing we can do is to pow-
er through it all, and be the best 
lefty we can be. 

Happy Left-Hander’s Day to 
all the left-handed folks! 

Bausha Paüwüng

M
uthuvel Karunanidhis pass-
ing away has brought back 
disparate images of my five 
unlikely years in Chennai 

as regional editor of the Indian Express. 
I use the term “unlikely” because some-
one born in Mustafabad, raised in the 
Urdu ambience of Lucknow would gen-
erally be expected to expire from culture 
shock in the four storeyed office in which 
every forehead was decorated with ver-
tical, horizontal even circular designs. It 
was a riot of vermillion, ashen and tur-
meric. The sight stoked my curiosity but 
it did not repel me.

Karunanidhi, an atheist like his gurus, 
E.K. Ramaswamy Periyar and C.A. Anna-
dorai, had an amusing take on ‘namams’. 
So long as Brahmins were busy with the 
shape of ‘namams’ on the forehead of 
the temple elephants, the Dravida move-
ment had nothing to worry about. In his 
gruff, theatrical voice what he had drawn 
my attention to was a 200-year-old litiga-
tion on what should be the shape of the 
‘namam’ on the forehead of the elephant 
at Kanchipuram (Devarajaswamy) tem-
ple. One set of Ayyangars (Vaisnavites) 
called Vadagalai insisted on the U de-
sign. But the Thengalai sect would invite 
the elephant to walk over them unless it 
was a Y. If the lower court permitted one 
design, the opposite side would throw a 
ginger fit. The case zig zagged from one 

court to the next, but it was not resolved. 
Eventually the matter went to the Privy 
Council.

If both the sides were defying court 
orders, why were they or their office 
bearers not sent to jail? As De Gaulle 
told the cabinet considering sedition 
charges against Jean Paul Sartre for sup-
porting freedom fighters in Algeria - “No” 
boomed De Gaulle, “you don’t send Vol-
taire to jail”.

Likewise, all the judges including the 
ones on the Madras High Court bench 
hearing the case in 1976, refrained from 
punishing religious ardour. How can an-
yone complain against the Uttar Pradesh 
Police for showering rose petals on the 
rioting ‘kawarias’? ‘Aastha’ is ‘aastha’ af-
ter all.

For Karunanidhi all of this would 
be amusing. The things he felt strongly 
about he proceeded to take up as themes 
around which he wove his transforma-
tional politics. The way Karunanidhi 
burst upon the political scene in 1953 
required political imagination. He pulled 
together several ideas that were dear 
to him and which moved the people to 
their core. The slogans were: my land is 
sacred to me and no one will appropri-
ate it; my language will not be supplant-
ed by another; capitalists from the north 
should be resisted if they come with he-
gemonic intent.

Karunanidhi put his finger on the 
pulse. When industrialist Ramakrishna 

Dalmia set up his cement factory, he 
sought to change the name of the town 
ito Dalmianagar. Students led by Karu-
nanidhi came out in large numbers. The 
town reverted to its original name. Ka-
llakudi. Brian Friel wrote Translations, 
a powerful play on a similar situation in 
Ireland in the 19th century.

This agitation set the scene for the 
much bigger agitation in 1965 against 
the imposition of Hindi. Two year later, 
the DMK came to power and soon abol-
ished the three-language formula - Tamil 
and English would suffice.

It was only proper that he should 
have found a resting place beside his 
mentor ‘Anna’.

Relations between Karunanidhi and 
M.G. Ramachandran were strained since 
‘Anna’s’ death in 1969. Karunanidhi’s 
much greater organizational control was 
being undermined by MGR’s cinematic 
glamour.

I never got to know either well: my 
inability with Tamil stood in the way. But 
with journalists MGR was both inacces-
sible and vindictive, if crossed. Meeting 
him, however, was both, a gastronomi-
cal treat and psychedelic show. The inte-
rior of his residence was a series of criss 
crossing, cavernous passages until you 
came to what in racing terms is called the 
‘straight’, a 30-feet dimly-lit narrow hall, 
at the end of which, like a deity, sat MGR, 
with his trademark cap and dark glasses. 
He gestured that I sit on the sofa beside 

him. Suddenly a trolley materialized 
which heralded the beginning of elabo-
rate hospitality, an endless procession of 
delicacies which served a twin purpose: 
they titillated the palate and discouraged 
conversation.

For me, raised on different aesthet-
ics, MGR remained an enigma. And yet, 
by every yardstick, he had shot into the 
charismatic stratosphere by projecting 
an inexplicable persona. Jayalalitha per-
formed the impossible: she amplified 
charisma.

We have seen the mess the AIADMK, 
the two charismatic leaders mindlessly 
left behind. DMK, however, has always 
more real in its politics. Not only was 
Karunanidhi more intellectually agile, 
he had his feet firmly on the ground. The 
cadres are in place. The next line of lead-
ership (Stalin for instance) have been 
in the drill for quite some time. But the 
transition may be problematic.

The MGR-Jayalalitha charisma had 
obscured the Dravida movement’s ear-
lier anti-Hindi, anti-north, anti-Brahmin 
edge. In the absence of Karunanidhi’s 
hardnosed pragmatism, the second line 
of leadership may fall back on more radi-
cal regionalism indeed, parochialism, to 
score points over each other.

(A senior commentator on political and 
diplomatic affairs, Saeed Naqvi can be 
reached on saeednaqvi@hotmail.com. 

The views expressed are personal.)
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The Gift of Time

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 6:37–38   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 
others will be refreshed.           

~  Proverbs 11:25

Title: Illiberal India - Gauri Lankesh and the Age of 
Unreason; Author: Chidanand Rajghatta; Publisher: 

Context by Westland; Pages: 242; Price: Rs 499

T
he brutal murder of veteran journalist-cum-
activist Gauri Lankesh at her home in Ben-
galuru, 11 months ago on September 5, 2017, 
shocked the nation and stirred the people’s 

conscience on the safety of men and women of ideas 
in the country.

Gauri, 55, was Editor of “Gauri Lankesh Patrike”, a 
Kannada weekly tabloid launched by her late father and 
firebrand writer P. Lankesh in the 1980s in Bengaluru.

“Gauri took on directly and daringly all issues that 
disproportionately put women, dalits and minorities 

under pressure and in the crosshairs of upper caste or-
thodoxy,” say noted foreign correspondent and Gauri’s 
former husband Chidanand Rajghatta, aiming to pro-
vide an insight into her heart and mind. 

Gauri’s murder evoked a fast spreading sense of 
sadness and anger across the country. Sporting head-
bands that read “I am Gauri”, hundreds of college stu-
dents -- including many who did not know Gauri or had 
read her prolific writings -- joined activists, journalists 
and liberals in staging protest demonstrations, seeking 
justice for her by bringing the suspected killers to book.

Though they had lived as a couple for only five 
years (1985-90) in Bengaluru and New Delhi, Rajghatta 
recalls that Gauri was not so much of a public persona 
than a person with a quicksilver temper who took up 
the struggle in her socio-politico life as a liberal woman 
and a journalist-activist.

In spite of divorcing in 1990 due to circumstances 
filled with “youthful carelessness” as he describes it in 
the book, they both remained friends for life.

Gauri inherited the magazine after the death of her 
father in 2000 and ran it with single-minded fastidious-
ness. According to Rajghatta, for her there were no half-
measures and ambiguities, no ‘get both sides’ or ‘bal-
ancing of views’ in the traditional journalism matrix.

“To those critics (yes, me too) who argued that her 
paper and her stance, lacked nuance in reporting an in-
credibly complex country and society, she’d snap, ‘Save 
that homily for journalism schools’...” writes Chidan-
and. To many, her aim was to mould opinion against 
the rising tide of unreason which was engulfing the na-
tion on many aspects.

A section of the hindutva followers considered Gau-
ri to be “anti-right wing, radical and a Maoist sympa-
thiser”. But many would extoll her for raising her voice 
for the marginalised and in support of dalit and minor-
ity rights. She was in favour of rehabilitating Maoists.

The author admits that he was not much aware of 
Gauri’s recent life and activities. On being prodded to 
write a book by publishers Rajghatta notes: “Although 
we remained in touch and spoke often or more fre-
quently than divorced couples do, I did not have a 
complete awareness of her recent life. I was full of self-
doubt, particularly after seeing the outpouring of emo-
tions after her death.”

In the political backdrop of the late 1970s when he 
met Gauri and till recent years, Rajghatta portrays an 
account of his relationship with her, what journalism 
meant to her and the duo’s disagreements over several 

aspects of politics, society and life at large.
Having met Gauri during under-graduation at Na-

tional College in Bengaluru, where she studied jour-
nalism and history, Chidanand recounts their con-
versations as students, then as a couple and fellow 
journalists who loved a good argument on political, 
ideological and religious issues.

While reminiscing about his many conversations 
with Gauri -- mostly through phone calls and e-mails -- 
the journalist-writer delves into the history of the times 
they lived through post India’s Emergency (1975-77) till 
before her death.

The book features political past of not only Karna-
taka, from where they hailed, but also India and the 
thoughts and lives of their contemporaries and like-
minded people, like Kannada rationalist M.M. Kalbur-
gi, who was shot dead in August 2015 by unidentified 
men at his house in Karnataka’s Dharwad city.

The author explains why he chose “Illiberal India” 
for the title of the book pointing to instances of intoler-
ance manifesting in the country, with vigilantes killing 
people for what they eat or speak. 

Gauri’s talks on Veerashaivas and Lingayats, sects 
who worship Hindu god Shiva and constitute the larg-
est community in the southern state, and her opposi-
tion to the emergence of right-wing fundamentalism in 
Karnataka earned her more foes, the author notes.

While Lingayats, followers of the 12th century social 
reformer Basava, oppose idol worship and the caste 
structure, Veerashaivas follow the Hindu “peethas” 
(religious centres), Vedic texts and caste systems pre-
scribed in them.

“A riled-up conservative gathering had shouted her 
down during a speech she was delivering on Lingayat-
ism...which, she and few scholars argued, was a sepa-
rate religion,” Rajghatta writes.

Recalling a conversation Gauri had with him on 
what Kalburgi, who also wrote on Lingayats being 
separate from Hindus, once told her, the author writes: 
“’What you said is correct, don’t be afraid to voice your 
ideas.’ ‘He encouraged me’, Gauri would write later. 
What she didn’t know at that time was that voicing their 
ideas would cost them both their lives,” Rajghatta said.

“The fundamental message in Gauri’s life was that 
any disagreement should be agreeable; it is not worth 
taking anyone’s life over a difference of opinion, no 
matter how strongly held,” Rajghatta writes.

(Bhavana Akella can be contacted at  
bhavana.a@ians.in)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A friend who lives 
far away might call or email you today, Ar-
ies. Your friend may be planning to visit your 
area and want to get together with you. This 

should make you very happy, although at first you may 
worry that job responsibilities will interfere. You can 
work around it. Mark the date of your friend’s arrival on 
your calendar and look forward to it. Enjoy your day!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Does your job 
have a good profit-sharing plan, Taurus, or 
do you own company stock? If so, expect to 
hear that its value has skyrocketed beyond 

what anyone had hoped. This is worthy of celebra-
tion. You and your colleagues should do just that. A 
romantic interest might offer congratulations. This 
trend is likely to continue. You might be a millionaire 
some day.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Romance should 
be going beautifully for you today, Gemini. 
Your romantic partner looks especially at-
tractive and probably is in a great mood. 

You might decide to attend a lecture together or plan 
a weekend getaway. Communication between you is 
open, honest, supportive, and loving. Don’t let this day 
pass you by. Make sure you get together. This could end 
up being a day to remember.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’ve worked 
hard for your money, Cancer, and today 
you should reap the benefits of your efforts. 
Earnings, investments, property values - all 

should be worth considerably more than they were a 
year ago. Love, sex, and romance should also be going 
well, although you might have a few difficulties coor-
dinating your schedule with your partner’s. Bask in the 
glow of your success.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A love partner may 
have heard some great career news today 
and want to take you out to celebrate, Leo. 
Go - no matter what you have to reschedule. 

Your friend is in a great mood, looks wonderful, and is 
feeling very passionate and sexy. If you want a night to 
remember, don’t let this chance pass you by. Also make 
sure you look your very best.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Relations with 
family and other household members 
should be at their very best today, Virgo. If 
you see colleagues outside of work, they 

could also be congenial and supportive. This might 
stem from the fact that the lines of communication 
between you are wide open and you’ve reached a new 
understanding. Keep this going. It can only benefit 
everyone involved.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Words of love could 
be exchanged between you and your roman-
tic interest today, Libra. Obstacles to open and 
honest communication have been cleared 

away in the past few weeks. You’ll both be more apt than 
usual to express your feelings. The only caveat is to not lay 
it on too thick. Even now, getting too mushy could be off-
putting for your partner. Be discreet and enjoy your day.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Money mat-
ters should be going well for you now, Scor-
pio, so today you might decide to make a 
long-desired expenditure for your home. 

You might decide to buy furniture, do some redecorat-
ing, or even purchase a new home. Land investments 
might also warrant some consideration. Whatever you 
do, you’ll enjoy it. The results could make a very posi-
tive difference in your home life. Enjoy.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
should look especially good today, Sagittari-
us, and feel outgoing and charming. Friends, 
neighbors, and strangers may comment on 

how great you look. Communication is apt to be warm, 
informative, and supportive. Relationships of all kinds 
should strengthen. If you can schedule a date for to-
night with your partner, you may get an especially en-
thusiastic and gratifying response. Enjoy your day!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your imag-
ination should be flying high today, Capri-
corn, and your creative juices flowing freely. 
Exceptional ideas for projects involving 

writing, music, or painting could pop into your head 
during the day. Start on one and list the others so you 
can refer to them later. Don’t be surprised if you find 
your intuition increasing as well. Make the most of it 
all, and have fun.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A social event 
could take place today involving a number 
of friends you may not have seen for a long 
time, Aquarius. You’ll feel good about catch-

ing up and meeting exciting new people, too. Interest-
ing information could come your way. Someone might 
be upset about something and want a shoulder to cry 
on. But this should be mostly a happy and gratifying 
day for you. Enjoy.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Have you been 
pursuing a career involving the creative arts, 
Pisces? If so, news of an upcoming success 
could come your way today. This is a grati-

fying day for you. Friends could phone or come by to 
congratulate you. Ideas for new projects could fill your 
head. Go out to dinner tonight with friends or your ro-
mantic partner. You deserve it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Taj Mahal is Wasting Away, and It May 
Soon Hit the Point of No Return

Trevor Noah is Right. People Can Be Both French and African

T
he saying goes that the Taj Mahal 
is pinkish in the morning, milky 
white in the evening, and golden 
when the moon shines. Though 

this may once have been true for the fa-
mously pristine marble monument, a mix-
ture of pollution and poor management 
has now burdened the Taj with a 24-hour 
layer of yellowy-brown. Condemning the 
“lethargy” of restoration efforts, India’s Su-
preme Court recently told the government 
to restore the Taj  or demolish it.

Located in Agra, in the northern Indian 
state of Uttar Pradesh, the Taj Mahal is one 
of the most iconically beautiful buildings in 
the world. Built by Mughal Emperor Shah 
Jahan as a testament to his grief, following 
the death of his first wife Mumtaz Mahal, 
Rabindranath Tagore called it “a tear run-
ning down the cheek of time”.

The Taj was constructed of translucent 
white marble, brought to Agra from the 
north-west Indian region of Rajasthan. It 
was then inlaid with semiprecious stones, 
including jasper, jade, turquoise, lapis la-
zuli, sapphire and carnelian. The whole riv-
erside complex, including the gardens and 
surrounding sandstone walls, was finished 
in 1653.

A mausoleum in need of new life
Over the last four centuries the Taj has aged 
and darkened as a result of natural oxida-
tion processes – the marble equivalent of 
rust – but it has been given no help by its 
hostile surroundings. It has been drenched 
in acid rain, coated in soot from industrial 
and domestic chimneys, and eroded by at-
mospheric pollutants.

Air pollution in Indian cities is legen-
dary, and Agra is no exception. As in many 
Asian cities, increasing car ownership has 
caused traffic to surge, while dirty air seeps 
from Agra’s oil refinery and tannery chim-
neys. These pollutants – sulphur dioxide, 
Nox gases, and mainly carbon-based par-
ticulates – have steadily weathered and 

eroded the Taj’s brilliant white façade, giv-
ing it a yellow sheen. Despite the estab-
lishment of a 4,000 square mile protective 
area around the site, (the Taj Trapezium 
Zone), within which emissions are suppos-
edly strictly controlled, photographs show a 
marked deterioration in the Taj’s condition 
over the last few years.

Legal emission limits have been long 
contested by developers, and are widely ig-
nored. Smoky funeral pyres are lit, and piles 
of rubbish are regularly burned very close 
to the buildings. Pollution from the Yamuna 
River presents a further challenge. Untreat-
ed sewage and industrial waste pours in 
from the city, creating nutrient-rich waters. 

These nutrients are then picked up by the 
wind and deposited in the Taj’s increasingly 
porous stonework, allowing river-derived 
microorganisms to thrive on its surfaces, 
colouring them green.

Allegedly, excrement from the many in-
sects that thrive in the contaminated river 
water has hastened the damage, but the 
effect is surely negligible compared to that 
of fossil fuel-derived sulphur dioxide and 
nitrogen dioxide.

Since 1998, a range of Indian research 
institutes have explored restoration meth-
ods, and millions have been spent trying 
to reverse the discolouration. One attempt 
involved smothering the Taj with damp clay 

poultices similar to face packs. It was hoped 
they would draw the damaging acids out 
of the surface layers of marble, but, if any-
thing, they seem to have made the situation 
worse.

A template for renewal
In London, some 50 years after the com-
pletion of the Taj Mahal, Sir Christopher 
Wren designed a structure of comparable 
ambition. St Paul’s Cathedral was finished 
around 1711, a resting place for the na-
tion’s great and good, and was built from 
the light-coloured, calcerous rock, Portland 
Stone.

St Paul’s has suffered many of the same 

problems as the Taj Mahal – acid rain, soot, 
atmospheric pollutants, darkening with 
age. But after 40 years of monitoring by 
teams of university geographers, employ-
ing scientific techniques such as repeated 
observation with microerosion meters, the 
extent of the weathering is far better under-
stood

Older British readers may recall the in-
famous smogs that engulfed Britain’s cities 
in the 1940s and 50s. Four hundred years of 
coal-powered domestic heating, and latter-
ly the fumes emanating from vehicles and 
coal-fired power stations, allowed sulphur 
dioxide and fine particles of carbon to reach 
toxic levels in London’s air.

On cold, still autumn evenings, dense 
chemical smog can do as much damage to 
calcerous or chalky stone as it can to peo-
ple’s lungs. Combined with rainfall it cre-
ates weak sulphuric or nitric acid, which 
over centuries can erode calcareous stone. 
When St. Paul’s was closely examined in the 
1980s, some of the parapets and carvings 
had crumbled away completely leaving 
stone surfaces held together by black sooty 
crusts, hiding the voids beneath.

The worst excesses of soot and sulphur 
dioxide have been curbed by environmen-
tal legislation, though the atmospheric 
nitrogen produced by traffic, particularly 
diesel vehicles, still causes problems. Like 
Agra, London regularly breaks the World 
Health Organisation limits on air pollution.

However, the rate of weathering on St 
Paul’s seems to have halved with the fall 
in atmospheric sulphur dioxide. Concerns 
remain over microflora growing on stone 
surfaces, but sensitive cleaning and the odd 
replacement stone have largely protected 
Wren’s legacy. It remains to be seen whether 
the Taj can be similarly restored.

The Taj Mahal is a wonder of the mod-
ern world, but this national and interna-
tional treasure needs swift and decisive ac-
tion if it is not to lose its legendary lustre.

Carolyn Roberts is an entrepreneur in 
Residence in Mercia Centre for Innovation 

Leadership at Keele University.

T
he afterglow of France winning the 2018 
World Cup tournament on July 15 should 
be gone by now. But the arguments over 
France’s 23-man squad, with as many as 

15 players with African roots, rage on. The victory 
has ignited social commentaries on race, immi-
gration and national identity across the interna-
tional terrain.

But it was a joke that set the cat among les pi-
geons. Two days after the final, Trevor Noah – host 
of the late-night American TV talk programme, 
“The Daily Show” – jokingly alluded to France’s 
World Cup triumph as an indisputable bilateral 
“win-win” for Africa(ns):

Africa won the World Cup… I get it, they have to 
say it’s a French team, but look at those guys. You 
don’t get that tan by hanging out in the South of 

France, my friends.
As a British Nigerian – and as such part of the 

worldwide, transnational African diaspora com-
munity – I, along with multiple other Africans, 
both continental and diasporan, basked in the re-
flected glory of Noah’s sentiment as we congratu-
lated the French team from afar.

However, the French Ambassador to the US, 
Gérard Araud, didn’t think the South African-born 
comedian’s joke was funny. He sent an indignant 
official letter to Noah the very next day saying that 
nothing could be less true than his quip about “an 
African victory”. He added:
Unlike the United States of America, France does 

not refer to their citizens based on their race, 
religion or origin. To us, there is no hyphenated 

identity, roots are an individual reality. By 
calling them an African team, it seems you are 

denying their Frenchness. This, even in jest, 
legitimises the ideology which claims whiteness 

as the only definition of being French.
That evening on his show, Noah stood by his 

satirical comments. He argued that Araud was 
in fact tippexing out the African identities of the 
French players:

Why can’t they be both? What they’re arguing 
here is: in order to be French they have to erase 

everything that is African.
It’s this dual identity argument where the crux 

of the tension lies – an issue I’ve explored in my re-
search on the identities of African diaspora com-
munities.

Identity boundaries
In his letter Araud said this to Noah about the Afri-
can-rooted French players:
By calling them African, it seems you are denying 

their Frenchness.
As such, both ambitious and irrational, Araud’s 

comments suggest that national identity tran-
scends and supplants the assumed limitations of 
racial and ethno-cultural heritage. That it renders 
their heritage wholly irrelevant and unreconciled.

A person is simply French – and unequivocally 
so. Within this speculative proposition, and un-
solicited moral evaluation of the veracity of one’s 
identity, are we to assume that forward Kylian 
Mbappé’s Algerian and Cameroonian roots are 
annulled? Or, that midfielder Paul Pogba’s “Gui-
nean-ness” is a mere figment of his “undiluted 
French” imagination?

No. It would be utterly naïve and ill-advised to 
arrive at such conclusions.

If there is one thing that my research on the 
identities of African diaspora communities has 
taught me, it is that they are seldom tethered to 
the extremities of irreconcilably divided loyalties 
of “you’re either this”, or “you’re that”. Rather, iden-
tity boundaries for African minorities are neces-
sarily blurred, inconsistent, situationally-driven, 
provisional, dynamic and transformational. They 
often lend themselves to progressive hyphenation 
in strategic and unconscious ways.

These convoluted identity configurations are 

appropriated and remastered by black and brown 
folk in their daily attempts to make “meaning” leg-
ible in their lived and racialised realities. Within 
this frame, it is important to understand that the 
African diaspora constitutes complex and multi-
plicitous identities. It is not for others then – es-
pecially white privileged others – to provide the 
unsolicited space within which their identities are 
defined, confined and deemed as comprehensi-
ble.

Ultimately, this removes the agency of choice 
in African “Self”-definition. It also renders all 
French-situated diaspora as a vast horde of undif-
ferentiated masses devoid of individual intent. It 
begs the question, if it is true that “roots” are “in-
dividual reality” as Araud proclaims, then why im-
plicate the French African players in all-inclusive 
assimilationist narratives? Where’s the individual-
ity in that?

Suffice to say, it is this hybridity that has affixed 
my “British” to “Nigerian”, “English” to “Yoruba”, 
and the “Afro” to my “European” – all coexisting 
in their complementary contradictions.

If anything, the argument between Noah 
and Araud implores a rethinking in how France 
engages with identity, especially for African 
diaspora communities. It should go from 
treating it as a conspiratorial affront to its 
nationalism, and aspirations of a common 
peoplehood, to conceiving it instead as an 
enrichment.

By doing this, we consciously engage 
with African-descended minorities and their 
hybrid identities in ways that are as multiple 
and diverse as the football players that com-
pose them.

So yes, Noah is right. The players, and many 
other people, can indeed be both French and 
African.

Dr Edward Ademolu is a Dr of 
International Development in Global 

Development Institute at the University of 
Manchester
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Kerala situation very serious; says 
Rajnath Singh after aerial survey 

Flood-hit Kerala 
seeks INR 8,316 
cr for relief, 
rehabilitation

Advanced low-vision aid can help 
around 6 mn people in India — Expert

NIA arrests two Hyderabadi 
youths for ISIS links

Naipaul’s death major loss to 
world of literature — Modi 

Remembering VS Naipaul: A flawed and controversial genius

Glitch-ridden GST was due to lack of time — CEO Two women inmates of Bihar shelter home die; two staff detained 

PTI

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh conducts an aerial survey of flood-affected areas of Kerala on Sunday.

PTI

V S Naipaul (File Photo)

PTI

Police personnel investigate the site of Aasra Shelter Home after the death of two women inmates under 
mysterious circumstances, in Patna on Sunday.

Kochi/Idukki, Aug. 12 
(IANS):  Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Sunday described the situ-
ation in the flood-affected 
areas of Kerala as “very 
serious” and assured the 
state of all possible help 
from the Centre.

Rajnath Singh, who 
arrived here on Sunday 
afternoon, made the state-
ment after an aerial survey 
of Idukki and Ernakulam 
districts. He was accom-
panied by Union Tourism 
Minister K.J. Alphons and 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan.

“ T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s 
very serious in Kerala. 
The Centre will extend 
all necessary support to 
the state in all respects,” 
Rajnath Singh told the 
inmates of a relief camp 
near Kochi.

Vijayan said the af-
fected persons need not 
worry as the state govern-
ment will do everything to 
ensure them relief.

“Every loss that has 
been suffered will be ad-
dressed, including loss of 
houses, other properties 
and crops. Once you re-
turn to your homes, you 
will face a lot of problems. 
Necessary steps will be 
taken to clean up your 
homes,” Vijayan said.

On the other hand, of-
ficials in Ernakulam and 
Thrissur said on Sunday 
that the flood situation 
was under control even as 
parts of both districts still 
remained submerged. The 
Periyar river water level 
had come down to en-
able some of the affected 

persons to return home, 
they said.

Idukki district, which 
recorded 90mm rainfall 
over 24 hours till Satur-
day morning, witnessed 
lesser rainfall at 40mm on 
Sunday morning, weather 
officials said.

Water level in Idukki 
dam had decreased by 
three feet in the past 48 
hours to stand at 2,398.66 
feet on Sunday even 
though rain was record-
ed at a few places in and 
around the dam area dur-
ing the day.

The situation in the 
hilly district of Wayanad 
-- which saw destruction 
to crops and properties 

-- looked grim on Sunday 
as intermittent heavy rains 
pounded the area, forcing 
authorities to ask those 
lodged in relief camps to 
stay back due to possibili-
ties of landslides.

Idukki district authori-
ties said that the decision 
to close down all five dam 
floodgates, opened after a 
downpour, will be taken 
on the basis of rainfall 
witnessed in the coming 
days.

Power Minister M.M. 
Mani said the closing of 
dam sluices will be taken 
after detailed discussions 
with officials concerned.

The Army’s ‘Opera-
tion Sahyog’ continued 

in Kerala, with two Army 
columns undertaking re-
lief and rescue operations 
in rain-battered areas of 
Aluva in Ernakulam dis-
trict, and one column in 
Adimali in Idukki district.

A team of approxi-
mately 80 personnel of 
Madras Regiment from 
Pangode Military Station 
in the state capital com-
pleted a makeshift bridge 
in the Virinjapara-Manku-
lam area in Idukki district, 
since a concrete bridge 
there had been washed 
away in the floods.

The temporary bridge 
restored road connectivity 
to around 800 families liv-
ing in the area.

Kerala Chief Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan on Sunday 
submitted a memoran-
dum to the visiting Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh seeking Rs 8,316 
crore as a special package 
for dealing with the situa-
tion arising from unprec-
edented floods following 
heavy monsoon rains.

The central minister 
had earlier conducted 
an aerial survey of the 
flood ravaged Idukki and 
Ernakulam districts.

“As it requires more 
time to make a detailed 
assessment of the dam-
age that has been caused, 
we require an immediate 
assistance of Rs 1,220 
crore from the National 
Disaster Relief Fund,” 
said Vijayan’s memoran-
dum.

The Chief Minister 
has pointed out that this 
round of calamity comes 
close on the heels of the 
damages that was caused 
due to the heavy rains 
last month and for that a 
sum of Rs 820 crore was 
already cleared by the 
central team.

The memorandum 
states that since Thurs-
day till Sunday 37 people 
died while five others 
have been reported miss-
ing.

Kolkata, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
Almost nine million peo-
ple in India are now visu-
ally impaired, which is 
the highest number over 
the past two decades, but 
six million of them can 
be helped with advanced 
low-vision aids, according 
to an expert

“For the visually im-
paired people, the world is 
a blur. Almost six million 
out of nine million visu-
ally impaired people can 
benefit from advanced 
hi-quality telescopic low 
vision aids (bioptics),” 
Henry A. Greene, attached 
to the department of oph-
thalmology at the School 

of Medicine, University of 
North Carolina said dur-
ing a conference, ‘Eye Tech 
2018’ here.

Greene said low vision 
cannot be totally rectified 
even after treatment. So 
the devices prescribed to 
such individuals should be 
such that these enhance 
their confidence and make 
them feel “connected”.

According to an op-
tometr ist  Subhshish 
Chaudhuri, it is peo-
ple’s constant ignorance 
of low vision symptoms 
that leads to complete 
blindness. One should 
not ignore symptoms like 
blurred vision, headache 

or glare sensitivity.
Macular Degenera-

tion, Glaucoma, Diabetic 
Retinopathy are some of 
the common causes of 
low vision. Optical de-
vices like magnifiers and 
spectacles are common 
visual aids.

Non-optical aids like 
additional illumination 
can be helpful for some 
and for some cases indi-
viduals may need hats to 
cut out the glares.

A study shows that al-
most 30 per cent of visu-
ally impaired becomes de-
pressed as they stop doing 
things. Hence, counselling 
may be of great help.

Hyderabad, Aug. 12 (IANS): The Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) on 
Sunday arrested two youths here for al-
leged links with the international terror 
outfit ISIS. Mohammed Abdullah Basith, 
24, and Mohammed Abdul Qhadeer, 19, 
were arrested after searches by NIA at 
seven places in the city on August 6.

According to NIA, the initial ques-
tioning brought out the involvement 
of Basith, Qhadeer and others pledging 
their allegiance to the proscribed terror-
ist organization ISIS to carry out terror 
activities in India.

The agency arrested the two to ascer-
tain the details of the ongoing conspiracy 
and also their role played in furthering the 
ISIS ideology to carry out terrorist acts in 
India. The accused are residents of Hafiz 
Baba Nagar and Chandrayangutta areas 
of the old city.

The arrests were made as part of 
the investigation into an earlier case 
registered in New Delhi in 2016 against 
Sheikh Azhar ul Islam, Mohammed 
Farhan Shaikh and Adnan Hassan for 
the allegations that they and their other 

unknown associates were members of 
ISIS.  They were allegedly involved in a 
conspiracy to identify, motivate, radi-
calize, recruit and train Indian Muslim 
youths on behalf of ISIS to carry out terror 
activities, NIA said in a press release.

All the three accused were sub-
sequently arrested by NIA. A special 
court later sentenced Azhar ul Islam 
and Farhan Shaikh to seven years of 
imprisonment, while trial against ac-
cused Adnan Hassan was still going on. 
Further investigation continued against 
other accused.

“During further investigation, a fresh 
input was received from reliable sources 
that one Abdullah Basith resident of 
Hyderabad, who was connected with 
accused Adnan Hassan and some of his 
associates, are in regular touch with each 
other and conspiring to further the activi-
ties of ISIS,” NIA said

During the searches in Hyderabad, a 
lot of incriminating material was recov-
ered and seized. The same has been sent 
to CFSL Hyderabad for analysis and data 
extraction, the agency added.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sun-
day condoled the death of Nobel Prize-winning 
author V.S. Naipaul, who shared ancestral roots 
with India.

“Sir V.S. Naipaul will be remembered for his 
extensive works, which covered diverse subjects 
ranging from history, culture, colonialism, politics 
and more. 

“His passing away is a major loss to the world 
of literature. Condolences to his family and well 
wishers in this sad hour,” Modi tweeted. 

Lady Naipaul confirmed that her husband (85) 
had died peacefully in London on Saturday. 

“He was a giant in all that he achieved and he 
died surrounded by those he loved having lived 
a life which was full of wonderful creativity and 
endeavour,” she said in a statement.

President Ram Nath Kovind tweeted that he 
was saddened to learn about the passing of Nai-
paul, “whose books are an penetrative exploration 
of faith, colonialism and the human condition, in 
his home in the Caribbean and beyond”. 

“A loss for the world of letters and for the 
broader school of Indo-Anglian literature,” Kovind 
tweeted.  Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
said that “the world of words” has lost “an artful 
master. She pointed out in a tweet that people 
could agree or disagree with Naipaul but he “wrote 
beautiful prose”. 

Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul was born in 
1932 in Chaguanas on the island of Trinidad and 
Tobago, to a family that had arrived from India in 
the 1880s.

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (PTI):  
Celebrated for his exten-
sive commentary on both, 
colonisers and colonised, 
in fiction and non-fiction, 
V S Naipaul walked the 
controversy tightrope, ad-
mired for his prose but 
scorned by those who per-
ceived him as an apologist 
for imperial powers. 

Vidiadhar Surajprasad 
Naipaul, or Sir Vidia, as 
he was sometimes known 
died at his London home 
at the age of 85 today, 
leaving behind a legacy of 
lucid prose and unapolo-
getic narratives strewn 
across dozens of works 
that earned him both ap-
plause and brickbats, say 
experts.

Looking back at the 
Nobel Laureate’s elaborate 
literary career of over five 
decades, Patrick French, 
the author of his biogra-
phy “The World is What It 
Is”, remembered him as 
a “very funny and witty” 
person who was “always 
conscious of his Indian 
family background”.

Born to an Indian fam-
ily in Trinidad, Naipaul’s 
portraits of Africa, India, 
West Indies and the Is-
lamic faith brought him 
hostility for his views.

“In his books, he tried 
to describe the best and 
the worst of India as it 
changed between the 
1960s and the 1990s. His 
conclusions were insight-
ful, even when they were 
harsh,” French told PTI.

After his first three co-
medic novels, he explored 
the questions of identity 
and belonging to a fam-
ily, a place in “A House of 
Mr Biswas”, which was 
inspired by his father’s life.

While the book won 
him accolades in the liter-
ary world, the novel “de-
stroyed some memories”, 
according to the biogra-
phy.

Naipaul’s prose were 
strung around the themes 
of loss, identity, oppres-
sion and exile, said author 
Chanchal Sanyal, describ-
ing him as an “unapolo-
getic author” who was 
not writing to please an 
audience.

“Naipaul, not only in 
his writings but also in 
whatever he said, was 
completely unapologetic. 
For example, his views on 
Islam, on colonisation, 
immigration, or even his 
writings about his visits 
to prostitutes, he was 
his own man. We all are 

New Delhi, Aug. 12 (IANS): The IT 
backbone of the Goods and Services 
Tax was not given enough time to 
prepare a system to the satisfaction 
of the GSTN which led to the glitches 
in the implementation of the new tax 
regime, a top official said.

However, he added, the system 
had now stabilized and the poli-
cymakers had also acknowledged 
the need to give enough time to the 
GSTN to implement any further 
changes to the system and that there 
should be smooth sailing in the days 
ahead despite major changes in the 
offing like complete overhaul of the 
return filing system.

From day one of GST rollout on 
July 1 last year, glitches and teething 
problems were experienced which 
were magnified when the e-Way Bill 
was rolled out on February 1.

Goods and Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) CEO Prakash Kumar said 
that the original date for rollout of 
e-Way Bill was April 1 and prepon-
ing it to February “on a whim” was 
a mistake.

“If the date was April 1, we should 

have adhered to April 1. Required 
time was not given and it is known. 
Everyone knows that,” Kumar told 
IANS in an interview.

“The Group of Ministers (GoM) 
on Information Technology exam-
ined it and said it should not have 
been done (preponed). They said 
go back to April 1. Not only that, 
(GOM Chairman) Sushil Modi said 
it should be implemented in a stag-
gered manner - give time to both 
the system as well as the users,” he 
said. Even before the e-Way Bill, the 
system was marred with glitches 
which Kumar attributes to lack of 
time.

“No one can challenge that time 
was less. There were glitches and 
staggered delivery of modules and 
functionalities. That was because 
of the time constraint and the way 
the law was drafted and it was made 
available - the rules and the (return) 
forms,” he said.

“So we had the law in March. 
Rules were finalized in April and 
May. And we had majority of forms 
in June and July. It’s because of that. 

No one can be held accountable,” 
he said. “After September 8 or 9, 
there would have been anarchy. No 
government - state or Centre - would 
have been able to levy any tax. And if 
you don’t levy tax, how will you run 
the government?

 Now our focus should not be on 
what happened but how to improve 
it further and make it more user-
friendly,” he said adding that was on 
agenda of the GSTN for this year.

However, Kumar acknowledged 
that better sense has prevailed and 
policymakers have understood 
that GST’s IT-arm needed to be giv-
en enough time to make changes to 
the system if there was any change 
in GST laws and procedures.

This was the reason that while 
the GST Council in its July 21 meet-
ing decided to overhaul the re-
turn filing process, it also gave six 
months time for the IT system to 
be ready. “They have given us six 
months time which is sufficient. I am 
confident this time it will be smooth 
as we have learnt from our experi-
ence,” he said.

Patna, Aug. 12 (IANS): Two 
officials of a Patna shelter 
home were detained on 
Sunday for questioning 
after two women inmates 
died in a hospital, police 
said.

Patna Senior Super-
intendent of Police Manu 
Maharaj said that a Spe-
cial Investigation Team 
has been constituted to 
probe the death of the two 
‘Aasra’ inmates, aged 40 
and 18, on Friday night at 
the Patna Medical College 
and Hospital.

The cause of the death 
was not immediately 
known. Though shelter 
home officials said the two 
died at the hospital, the 
latter’s officials on Sunday 
denied it and said that the 
inmates were “brought 
dead”. 

Neither police nor the 
Bihar Social Welfare De-
partment officials were 

pleasing an audience, he 
was courageous and un-
apologetic,” he said. 

Sanyal’s “The Glass 
House” can be compared 
to “A House for Mr Biswas”, 
both following the theme 
of a man aspiring to own 
a home.

“Ho n e s t l y,  I  h a ve 
read a lot of Naipaul, but 
I don’t think anything 

moved me as much as 
House for Mr Biswas. 
But I did read with great 
interest his writings on 
America’s deep south. 

In some of his short 
stories in his early writings, 
there was a certain style 
they were not completely 
finished and you could 
make out the writer was a 
bit raw, but you certainly 

felt he showed promise,” 
he added.

Naipaul’s views against 
the commonplace percep-
tion towards colonised 
countries and their people 
were not the only thing 
controversial about the 
famed author.

In an interview in 2011, 
Naipaul raised eyebrows 
when he said he did not 
consider any female au-
thor to be his equal. And 
then there were also re-
ports of him physically 
abusing his mistress Mar-
garet Gooding.

Looking at him as a 
“flawed genius”, interna-
tional publishing consult-
ant Jaya Bhattacharji Rose 
said Naipaul will nonethe-
less be “remembered as a 
giant among writers”.

“V S Naipaul was a ti-
tan of 20th century English 
literature, who made vis-
ible a landscape beyond 
the canon that held sway 
when he began writing. 
His life experiences fre-
quently appeared as thinly 
disguised vignettes in his 
writing, and his references 
to Trinidad added diversity 
and depth to his oeuvre,” 
Rose said.

His 1971 book, “In a 
Free State”, won him the 

Man Booker prize. In “An 
Area of Darkness”, “In-
dia: A Wounded Civiliza-
tion”, and “India: A Million 
Mutinies Now”, Naipaul 
commented extensively 
on subjects varying from 
politics to religion, from 
business to films in the 
country. 

According to Sauga-
ta Bhaduri, professor at 
School of Language Litera-
ture and Culture Studies, 
JNU, his critics loved him 
too despite the general 
perception of his writing 
as a “problematic rightist 
kind of politics”.

“He has been some-
what of a trigger in making 
Indian writing in English 
become so global, and all 
Indian writers in English, 
in spite of him not be-
ing an Indian technically, 
looked up to him.

“His writing style, gen-
eral mode of characterisa-
tion was so good and it 
often has been perceived 
as problematic rightist 
kind of politics. So he tran-
scended it, and his great-
ness is mocked by that. His 
art is so good, his craft is so 
good that even his harsh-
est critique would read 
him with lot of love and 
passion,” Bhaduri said.

told about the incident on Friday by the 
shelter home authorities.

A police team along with departmen-
tal officials visited the shelter home in the 
city’s Rajiv Hagar area and questioned the 
staff.  The two deaths at the Bihar shelter 
home have come after the revelations 
about the rape of at least 34 minor girls 
at a similar home in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur 

district. 
The case came to light in July when 

the Social Welfare Department filed an 
FIR on the basis of a social audit by the 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mum-
bai. Twenty-four girls were rescued from 
a shelter home in Uttar Pradesh’s Deoria 
last week after one of them told the police 
that they were being sexually abused.
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News IN BrIef
Bomb explosion at Biratnagar 
Metropolitan office
Kathmandu, Aug. 12 (PTI): An improvised explosive 
device (IED) went off in front of the Mayor’s office in the 
eastern Nepal’s Biratnagar city today, but no one was injured, 
the police said. The explosion occurred this afternoon at the 
passageway in front of the Mayor Bhim Parajuli’s office in 
the Biratnagar Metropolitan City Corporation. The bomb 
went off during the lunch hour when most of the office 
staffs and common people were not in the building, they 
said, adding that no casualty or injury have been reported 
in the explosion but the window panes of the office building 
were smashed. However, Deputy Mayor Indira Karki and 
chairpersons of some wards were present in the building 
when the bomb went off.  The police said the area has been 
cordoned off and CCTV footage were being scanned to find 
any clue. A probe has been launched to find those involved 
and their behind the explosion, they said.

Verbal duel between relatives turns 
into gunfight; two women among 
six killed
Peshawar, Aug. 12 (PTI): Six people, including two women, 
were killed when a verbal duel between relatives over some 
petty issue turned into a gunfight in northwest Pakistan’s 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, the police said. Two persons 
were also injured in the incident that took place in Charsadda 
district of the province, they said. Someone opened fire 
during the heated exchange of words between the relatives 
over some petty issue, they said, adding six people were 
killed in the firing. Injured were rushed to a hospital, the 
police said.

50 militants surrender in Afghanistan
Kabul, Aug. 12 (IANS): Fifty militants, including a Taliban 
key commander, surrendered to Afghan authorities in 
Badghis province on Sunday, a police spokesman said. “A 
total of 50 Taliban insurgents under Taliban key commander 
Mullah Toofan laid down arms and surrendered to the 
authorities in Qadis district today,” the spokesman told 
Xinhua news agency. Mullah Toofan commanded 300 
fighters in Qadis over the past few years. His surrender 
would prove a major setback to the Taliban in the province 
and adjoining areas.

Eight killed in small plane crash in 
Indonesia
Jakarta, Aug. 12 (IANS): Eight people were killed and 
one other person injured after a small plane crashed in 
Indonesia’s Papua province, an official said on Sunday. The 
wreckage of the plane was recovered on Sunday morning 
in an area where it failed to communicate with the air 
traffic controller, Xinhua news agency quoted Transport 
Ministry spokesman, Bambang Ervan as saying. The plane, 
a PAC750, was operated by Marta Buana airlines, according 
to the official.

Egypt charges defrocked monk for 
killing bishop
Cairo, Aug. 12 (IANS): Prosecutors in Egypt have 
charged a defrocked monk with the murder of a Coptic 
Christian Bishop at a desert monastery, the media reported. 
Bishop Epiphanius, 64, was found dead at Saint Macarius 
Monastery in Wadi Natroun, north-west of Cairo, on July 
29, reports the BBC. Wael Saad, who had been a monk at 
the monastery, told prosecutors on Saturday he used an iron 
pole to bludgeon the bishop to death. The possible motive is 
not yet clear. The murder of Bishop Epiphanius shocked the 
Coptic Church, whose adherents make up about 10 per cent 
of Egypt’s population. Saad, who as a monk was known as 
Isaiah al-Makari, was stripped of his religious title following 
the bishop’s death.

Beirut, Aug. 12 (PTI/AFP): 
An explosion at a weapons 
depot in a rebel-held town 
in northwest Syria killed at 
least 39 civilians including a 
dozen children on Sunday, a 
monitor said. 

An AFP correspondent 
at the site in Sarmada in 
Idlib province near the Turk-
ish border said the explosion 
of unknown origin caused 
two buildings to collapse. 

Rescue workers used 
bulldozers to remove the 
rubble and extract trapped 
people from the flattened 
buildings, the correspond-
ent said. 

Rami Abdel Rahman, 
head of the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights 
monitoring group, said a 
previous death toll of 12 
increased after more bod-
ies were retrieved from the 

rubble. 
“The explosion oc-

curred in a weapons depot 
in a residential building in 
Sarmada,” said the head of 
the Britain-based monitor, 
which relies on a network of 
sources inside Syria. 

But the cause of the blast 
was “not yet clear”, Abdel 
Rahman added. 

He said most of those 
killed were family members 
of fighters from Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham (HTS), an alliance 
led by jihadists from Syria’s 
former Al-Qaeda affiliate, 
who had been displaced to 
the area from the central 
province of Homs. 

A rescue worker carried 
the motionless body of a 
small child from the wreck-
age to an ambulance, the 
AFP correspondent said. 

White Helmet rescue 

workers attempted to lift 
part of a floor of one of the 
buildings with a tall crane. 
Nearby three young boys 
watched on in silence, 
perched on a rock. 

Behind mounds of rub-
ble, the facade of a building 
was scorched black, due to a 
fire after the blast. 

A civil defence source 
told AFP that women and 
children were among the 
dead. But rescue workers 
had pulled out “five people 
who were still alive”, the 
source said. 

Most of Idlib is control-
led by rebels and HTS, but 
the Islamic State jihadist 
group also has sleeper cells 
in the area. The regime holds 
a small slither of southeast-
ern Idlib.

In recent months, a se-
ries of explosions and assas-

sinations -- mainly targeting 
rebel officials and fighters 
-- have rocked the province. 

While some attacks have 
been claimed by IS, most 
are the result of infighting 
since last year between oth-
er groups.

In recent days, regime 
forces have ramped up their 
deadly bombardment of 
southern Idlib and sent rein-
forcements to nearby areas 
they control. 

On Friday, 12 civilians, 
three of them children, were 
killed in regime bombard-
ment of the towns of Khan 
Sheikhun and Al-Tah. 

President Bashar al-
Assad has warned that gov-
ernment forces intend to 
retake Idlib, after his Russia-
backed regime regained 
control of swathes of rebel-
held territory in other parts 
of Syria. 

On Thursday, govern-
ment helicopters dropped 
leaflets over towns in Idlib’s 
eastern countryside urging 
people to surrender. 

The United Nations ap-
pealed the same day for 
talks to avert “a civilian 
bloodbath” in the province. 

Jan Egeland, head of the 
UN’s humanitarian task-
force for Syria, said: “The 
war cannot be allowed to go 
to Idlib.” 

Around 2.5 million peo-
ple live in the province, half 
of them displaced by fight-
ing in other regions of the 
country.

More than 350,000 peo-
ple have been killed and mil-
lions displaced since Syria’s 
civil war started in 2011 with 
the brutal repression of anti-
government protests.

Jerusalem, Aug. 12 (PTI/AFP): Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
today demanded a “total” ceasefire 
from Gaza’s Hamas rulers in his first 
public comments on another deadly 
flare-up between the two sides.

There have been efforts by UN 
officials and Egypt to secure a long-
term truce between Israel and Hamas, 
though Israeli officials have not com-
mented on them.

Since July, there have been three 
major flare-ups of violence.

“We are in the midst of a campaign 
against terror in Gaza,” Netanyahu said 
at the start of a cabinet meeting. “It will 
not end with one blow.” 

“Our demand is clear: a total cease-
fire. We shall not be satisfied with less 
than that,” he added.

“Until now we have destroyed hun-
dreds of Hamas military targets and 
with every round of attacks the Israel 
Defence Forces exact another heavy 
price from Hamas.” 

Netanyahu has come under po-
litical pressure to act more strongly 
against Hamas, though both sides are 
reluctant to start a fourth war between 
them since 2008.

Israel has also sought an end to 
kites and balloons carrying firebombs 
over the Gaza border fence to burn 
Israeli farmland.

An informal truce reached on 
Thursday night has largely held despite 

the deaths of three Palestinians since 
then from Israeli army fire during bor-
der protests and clashes.

Thursday saw extensive Israeli air 
strikes in retaliation for the launching 
of more than 180 rockets and mortar 
rounds by Hamas and its allies begin-
ning on Wednesday night.

Three Palestinians were killed in 
the Israeli strikes, including a mother 
and her 18-month-old daughter, while 
seven Israelis were wounded by Pal-
estinian rocket fire as hundreds took 

refuge in bomb shelters.
It was one of the most serious es-

calations since the 2014 Gaza war and 
followed months of rising tensions.

At least 168 Palestinians have been 
killed since Gaza border protests and 
clashes began on March 30, with 
most succumbing to Israeli fire during 
demonstrations. Others have died in 
air strikes. 

Over the same period, one Israeli 
soldier has been shot dead by a Pales-
tinian sniper.

Ankara, Aug 12 (IANS): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Satur-
day warned the US that it 
risked losing a “strategic 
partner” due to demands 
made by the US govern-
ment that Turkey release 
an American pastor who 
was arrested on terrorism 
charges.

“We only bow before 
God. It is wrong to try to 
punish Turkey for a priest 
who is here. I am address-
ing the US once again: it is a 
pity that you chose a pastor 

over your strategic partner 
in NATO. We will only do 
what justice demands,” Efe 
quoted Erdogan as saying 
during a rally in the north-
ern province of Ordu.

Turkish authorities are 
seeking a 20-year prison 
sentence for US pastor An-
drew Brunson, who was 
arrested two years ago and 
is accused of being linked 
to the PKK Kurdish guer-
rilla organization and to 
cleric Fetullah Gulen, who 
lives in exile in the US and 
whom Ankara blames for 

the failed coup against Er-
dogan in 2016.

Last week, the US gov-
ernment imposed eco-
nomic sanctions against 
two Turkish ministers in-
volved in Brunson’s arrest.

In addition, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump an-
nounced on Friday he 
would increase tariffs on 
Turkish steel and alumi-
num by up to 50 and 20 
percent, respectively, at a 
time when Turkey’s lira is at 
an all-time low.

Ankara has ruled out re-

leasing Brunson, although 
he was granted house ar-
rest in July.

A delegation from Tur-
key’s Ministry of Foreign 
affairs travelled this week 
to the US to attempt, to no 
avail, to reduce tensions 
between the two countries.

Regarding the situation 
of the Turkish currency, Er-
dogan once again called on 
his fellow citizens to back 
the lira, which depreciated 
18 percent on Friday, by 
selling their dollars and 
euros.

Islamabad, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has been allot-
ted 28 reserved seats for 
women and five for non-
Muslims by the election 
commission, taking the 
party’s tally to 158 in the 
National Assembly -- just 
14 short of the number re-
quired for simple majority. 

The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan yesterday 
distributed the reserved 
seats among the parties on 
the basis of their final tally 
of elected members. There 
are 60 seats reserved for 
women and 10 for minori-
ties in the NA.

Prime Minister-in-
waiting Imran Khan’s party 
was allotted 16 reserved 
seats for women from Pun-
jab, four from Sindh, seven 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and one from Balochistan, 
Dawn reported.

The party, which looks 
set to form its government 
at the Centre, also bagged 
five of the total 10 seats 
reserved for non-Muslims. 
Of the rest of the five, two 
were allotted to the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N), two to Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) and 
one to Muttahida Majlis-e-
Amal (MMA).

Khan’s party, which is 
just 14 short of the number 
required for simple major-
ity, will depend on smaller 
parties to prove its majority 
in the House.

The party has already 
claimed to have crossed 
the magical figure of 172 
required to secure simple 
majority in the 342-seat 
National Assembly.

Khan, the 65-year-old 
former cricketer, is set to 
become Pakistan’s new 
prime minister this week. 

The PTI’s current tally of 
158, however, is likely to be 
trimmed as Khan, who won 
on five NA seats in the July 

25 polls, will have to vacate 
four of them, the paper said.

Jailed former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif ’s 
PML-N’s tally in the NA now 
stands at 82 after the party 
was allotted 15 reserved 
seats for women from Pun-
jab and just one from Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, it said.

The PPP has 53 seats in 
the NA with the addition of 
11 reserved seats -- nine for 
women and two for non-
Muslims, the paper said.

The MMA now has 15 
seats after the addition of 
three reserved seats two for 
women and one for non-
Muslim it added.

London, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
Hundreds of people turned 
out at Trafalgar Square here 
today in support of a pro-
Khalistan rally as well as 
to counter the event with 
an Independence Day cel-
ebration.

The “We Stand With 
India” and “Love My India” 
events were organised by 
Indian diaspora groups as 
a reaction to the pro-Kha-
listan “London Declaration 
for a Referendum 2020”. 

The pro-India group, 
confined to a demarcated 
area of the square away 
from the anti-India rally, 
waved the Indian tricolour 
and placards reading “India 
Jai Ho” and “Vande Mata-
ram” and beat their dhols 
in an attempt to drown 
out some of the speeches 
in favour of the so-called 
Referendum 2020.

“Indian Sikhs don’t 
want this Referendum 
2020, they don’t even know 
what this Referendum is 
about, who is organising 
and why,” said Navdeep 
Singh, one of the organisers 
being the pro-India dem-
onstration.

On the other end, the 
pro-Khalistani supporters 
shouted slogans such as 
‘Khalistan Zindabad’ and 
waved anti-India placards.

Pakistani-origin House 
of Lords peer Lord Nazir 
Ahmed was among the key 
speakers for the group.

Scotland Yard, which 
had confirmed that an “ap-
propriate and proportion-
ate policing plan” will be in 
place for the demonstra-
tions at Trafalgar Square, 

maintained a watchful 
eye over the proceedings, 
which remained largely 
peaceful with no face-offs 
being allowed to get out of 
control by vigilant police 
officers.

A  U K  g ove r n m e n t 
spokesperson had earli-
er allowed the rally to go 
ahead, saying that “in the 
UK people have the right 
to gather together and to 
demonstrate their views, 
provided that they do so 
within the law”.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) had is-
sued a statement express-
ing its disappointment at 
the stance.

“We have said that it 
seeks to propagate vio-
lence, secessionism and 
hatred and we expect them 
to take into account the 
larger perspective of the re-
lationship when they take 
a decision on such mat-
ters,” MEA spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar had said.

Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) 
said its rally is intended 
to raise awareness for a 
non-binding referendum 
in 2020, calling for the Sikh-
majority state of Punjab to 
be granted independence. 

Organisers believe a 
high turnout will put pres-
sure on the United Nations 
to ask India to hold a plebi-
scite. 

Rami Ranger, Chair-
man of the British Sikh 
Association, dismissed the 
rally as a move by a “hand-
ful of unelected and self 
appointed Sikhs” and that 
Sikhs at large remained 
“against disunity”.

Amman, Aug. 12 (IANS): A security 
officer was killed in an exchange of fire 
with terrorists in the Jordan’s capital 
Amman, government officials said late 
on Saturday.

Minister of State for Media Affairs 
Jumana Ghunaimat said the terror-
ists hiding in a building in Al Salt city 
opened fire on security forces who 
were chasing them. The terrorists, the 
Minister said, were behind an attack on 
Friday by an explosive device that killed 
a security officer in Fuheis in Amman.

“When the police forces entered 
the building, the terrorists blew up the 
building,” Xinhua quoted her as saying 
in a statement.

The terrorists refused to surrender 
and started opening heavy fire.

At least 16 other civilians and offic-
ers were injured, according to security 
sources who preferred to be anony-
mous. The security operations are 
still ongoing until late Saturday while 
three terrorists were arrested, said the 
Minister. Medics at Salt Public Hospital 
called for blood donation.

“We have many injuries... Many of 
the injured are in serious conditions. 
We need blood donations,” one of the 

medics at the hospital said.
On Friday, a Jordanian officer was 

killed and six others were injured when 
a primitive explosive device detonated 
in Fuheis area near Amman, accord-

ing to a news release from the Interior 
Ministry.  The Ministry said that in-
vestigations were underway and no 
group claimed responsibility for the 
attack yet.

Dhaka, Aug. 12 (PTI): Bangladesh’s 
Supreme Court today upheld the 
High Court decision granting a six-
month interim bail to imprisoned 
former prime minister Khaleda 
Zia in an arson case relating to the 
attack on a passenger bus in 2015, 
media reports said. 

The 72-year-old three-time 
former premier, however, will have 
to stay in jail as other cases are 
pending against her.

Eight people were killed after 
the bus was petrol bombed in 
Chittagong on February 3, 2015 
during protests by the Bangladesh 
Nationslist Party (BNP)-Jamaat 
alliance.

Two separate cases one for 
murder, the other under the Ex-
plosives Act were filed in Comilla 
against Zia, who is also the chair-
person of the opposition BNP. 
The case was later changed to the 

Special Powers Act.
The Appellate Division of 

the Supreme Court upheld the 
High Court order granting the six-
month bail to Zia, Dhaka Tribune 
reported.

The four-member Appellate 
Division bench, led by Chief Justice 
Syed Mahmud Hossain, passed the 
“no order” on a government peti-
tion seeking stay on the High Court 
order, the report said.

The High Court granted the 
bail to Zia on August 6 in the arson 
case. Next day, the state filed a 
petition seeking a stay on the bail 
order.

She has been in jail since Feb-
ruary 8, after a special court found 
her guilty of corruption in the 
Zia Orphanage Trust case. She is 
lodged in a 200-year-old prison 
in Dhaka.

Zia was jailed for five years in 

February in connection with the 
embezzlement of 21 million taka 
(about USD 250,000) in foreign 
donations meant for the Zia Or-
phanage Trust, named after her 
late husband Ziaur Rahman, a 
military ruler-turned-politician.

The charges against her has al-
ready led to her boycotting polls in 
2014, which triggered widespread 
protests at the time. The BNP had 
termed the elections as “farcical”.

Children among 39 civilians 
dead in syria arms depot

Netanyahu demands ‘total’ Gaza ceasefire

Erdogan warns US risks losing Turkey as strategic partner

Imran Khan’s party bags 33 reserved 
seats; PTI NA tally stands at 158

Hundreds turn out to 
support and counter 
pro-Khalistan rally in UK

Officer killed, 16 injured in Jordan terror attack

Bangladesh apex court upholds ex-PM Zia’s bail in arson case

AFP

Destroyed buildings are seen on August 12, 2018 following an explosion that reportedly killed 39 people 
at an arms depot in a residential area in the Syrian town of Sarmada, Idlib province. 

PTI/AP

File Photo: A Palestinian protester wears a plastic bag on his head as a protection from teargas, 
waves a national flag during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, Friday, Aug.10, 2018. 

PTI/AP

Jordanian soldiers and relatives of Sergeant Hisham al-Agarbeh, who was killed during an attack 
in the predominantly Christian town of Fuheis yesterday, lower his body into the ground during 
his funeral in Zarqa, Jordan, Sunday, August 12, 2018. 
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Miss Dimapur 2018 contestants along with the organisers posing for a photograph after the photo shoot.   

“Star Wars” actor Mark Hamill once advised Austrian-American actor Arnold Schwarzenegger to lose 
his accent and last name. “Arnold Schwarzenegger asked me for advice when he was just starting 
out,” Hamill tweeted on Saturday, reports eonline.com. “I told him to lose his accent for a wider 
range of roles and to change his last name since no one could pronounce it. He did the opposite 
and became one of the biggest stars ever.”  Still, Schwarzenegger didn’t seem to have any hard 
feelings towards Hamill for his recommendation.  “Your advice was absolutely correct under any 
normal circumstances, and those were the rules back then. I just happen to be a rule-breaker,” said 
Schwarzenegger. (IANS)

Hamill once advised Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to lose his accent

2.30 pm: Mission Impossible 
Fallout (Eng) 2D

12 pm, 5:30 pm, 8 pm: The 
Meg (Eng) 2D

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

17 Miss Dimapur hopefuls set for title 

Renpi Kikon to release his latest 
song ‘I run to you’ on Aug. 14 

Demi Lovato temporarily checks out of rehab

Liev Schreiber 
charged with 
harassing 
photographer

Kohima to witness 3rd August rush

IFFM Awards: Rani, Manoj named 
Best Actors, ‘Sanju’ wins Best Film

17 
girls 
from 
Chu-
muke-

dima and Dimapur 
hailing from various 
institutions have been 
shortlisted for the 
upcoming Miss Di-
mapur 2018. An official 
photo shoot for the 17 
contestants was held 
at Tribal Inn by 3D 
Photography on Sun. 
Aug. 12. 

The photos will 
be uploaded on 
Instagram where one 
among the contestants 
a favourite among the 
viewers will be voted 
as ‘Miss Multimedia’. 

Anju Sharma and 
team was the squad 
behind the makeup of 
the contestants for the 
photo shoot.  Former 
Miss Dimapur 2005 Vili 
Chophi is the cho-
reographer for Miss 
Dimapur 2018. The 
photoshoot was spon-
sored by Tribal inn, 
Notun Bosti, Dimapur.  

EMN

R
enpi Kikon 
an upcoming 
solo artist from 
Nagaland will be 
releasing his third 

single “I Run To You” Featur-
ing Soyingo Kikon. The artist 
is set to release my third sin-
gle at the anticipated event 
‘August Rush’ to be held at 
The Heritage in Kohima on 
Aug. 14.

Kikon has already 
released ‘Let Love’ and “Oyo 
Mhonden’’ (‘Good Mother’) 
in Lotha dialect earlier. 

EMN

A
ctress Demi Lovato checked out 
of her rehabilitation center to 
seek temporary treatment from 
a specialist in Chicago.

Lovato and her mother 
landed in Chicago at 2 a.m. on Friday on a 
private jet, reports tmz.com.

A source confirmed to Variety that the 
singer is continuing her rehabilitation with 
a specialist in Chicago who focuses on 
mental health and sobriety and will return 
to the facility she was in before shortly. Lo-
vato had been in rehab since last Saturday.

Lovato was hospitalized in July when 

she overdosed following a relapse after six 
years of sobriety. She spent several weeks in 
Cedars-Sinai hospital, here recovering with 
her family before checking into rehab last 
weekend, following encouragement from 
her family and team.

Lovato has been open with her fans 
about the most recent relapse, revealing 
it in her June single, “Sober,” which has 
seen a newfound popularity on streaming 
platforms and has returned to the Billboard 
charts following the initial news of her 
overdose. 

IANS

M
ovie star 
Liev 
Schreiber 
must 
appear 

Tuesday in a Rockland 
County court to answer 
charges of harassing a 
photographer.

The 50-year-old, who 
plays the title role on the 
Showtime crime drama 
“Ray Donovan,’’ did not 
make physical contact 
with the photographer, 
according to his lawyer, 
Jonathan Ripps.

Schreiber only 
pushed his camera away 
after a flash went off in 
his face in June, Ripps 
told the Journal News.

 “The allegation does 
not rise to the level of 
any law being broken,’’ 
said Ripps, adding he’ll 
seek to get the charge 
dismissed.

If he can’t, his client 
will plead not guilty to 
second degree harrass-
ment, a violation.

Pagesix

T
he third edition of August rush, 
an annual fete organised by 
Richa production will be held 
on August 14 and 15 at The 
Heritage in Kohima.

Addressing a press conference on 
August 11 at The Heritage, Manag-
ing Director or Richa production, Dr. 
Teputo Richa stated the main objective 
of hosting the event was to provide 
platform for the talented and Naga 
artists and entrepreneurs to dislpay and 
exhibit their talents and products.

A major attraction for this year’s 
August Rush will be workshops on 
music production with Rainbow Bridge 
from Bangalore as  facilitators; bamboo 
products to be trained by Zynorique, 
baking and cooking skills with Joel 
Basumatari as the resource person. 
YouthNet Nagaland will be facilitating 
the workshop on employment and skill 
development, he added.

However, the main attraction of 
this year’s chapter will be the introduc-
tion  of a new initiative known as ‘Disco 
Soup’.

Asato Paphino, Coordinator of the 
Slow Food Youth Network Nagaland 
said that the Disco Soup is a global 
event and it will be the first such event 
to be held in India.

Highlighting about the event, she 
said disco soup is an international 
grassroot movement started in 1986 
to raise awareness on food waste and 
preservation and educate the people 
about food sustainability and recycling. 
She said renowned chef Joel Basumatri 
will oversee the event on 15 August.

Other events geared up for the 

event will be fashion fest where three 
new designers work will be displayed. 
The show director of the event will be 
choreographed by Theja Sekhose.

Another crowd puller of the festival 
will be an event,” best of August Rush 
contest” which will be held on August 
15 where four final contestants will 
perform at the show. The final contest-
ants were selected from two audition 
rounds. The first audition was judged 
on the participants performance of 
Medo Kense’s award winning song ‘But 
I’ in Facebook based on the highest 
number of likes. In the second audition 
the selected participants performed live 
and selected by three judges.

Inviting talented Naga artists  and 
entrepreneurs to showcase their skills 
and products, the team members asked 
willing participants to take the oppor-
tunity to avail the stalls and exhibition 
booth for  photography, handicrafts, 
literature, fine arts and food. The 
organisers have informed interested 
candidates to contact the number 
8413937854/7005305708.

August Rush is organised in col-
laboration with The Heritage, Decibel, 
Pusa Printing Press, Innovations, the 
Saccharide, Automation Services, Naga 
Street Style, Theja Sekhoses, Jubal Store, 
Campsite Yedikha, QSC Audio Products 
Corporation, Kadence, and Tshetsholo 
Naro Photography & Videography. 
Besides its annual event August Rush, 
Richa Productions works in music 
production, video production, event 
management, artist management, and 
sound systems.

Our Correspondent

R
ajkumar Hirania’s “Sanju” 
on Sunday walked away 
with the Best Film honour 
here at the Westpac IFFM 
Awards night, where Manoj 

Bajpayee won the Best Actor for his 
yet-to-release “Gali Guleiyan” and 
Rani Mukerji was named Best Actress 
for her performance in “Hichki”.

Rani, who impressed with her 
performance as a woman faced with 
Tourette’s Syndrome in “Hichki”, 
walked away with two honours at the 
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 
(IFFM) as she was also bestowed an 
‘Excellence In Cinema’ award.

Veteran actress Simi Gare-
wal, looking elegant as ever in her 
trademark pristine white, gave away 
the honour to Rani, who has been a 
part of the film industry for over two 
decades.

Overwhelmed by the honour, 
Rani thanked her fans world over for 
loving her and her work through the 
years.

Hirani 
won the 
Best 
Di-

rector for “Sanju”, a biopic on the life 
of Bollywood actor Sanjay Dutt, while 
the IFFM Vanguard Award went to 
actor Ranbir Kapoor for his “break-
through performance” in bringing 
alive Sanjay’s tumultuous life journey 
on-screen.

The director told IANS here that 
he is happy with the recognition for 
the movie and is excited about show-
casing the movie at La Trobe Universi-
ty here, with “Sanju” co-writer Abhijat 
Joshi and actor Vicky Kaushal.

Vicky won the supporting actor 
honour for his well-deserved per-
formance as Kamli in “Sanju”, and 
Richa Chadha won it too as she 
won the jury’s heart with her power-
packed role as a brothel owner in 
“Love Sonia”.

The jury members for the fest, 
launched by Mitu Bhowmick Lange, 
comprised Simi Garewal, Sue Maslin, 
Jill Bilcock, Nikkhil Advani and Geof-
frey Wright.

Wright, known for the Russell 
Crowe-starrer “Romper Stomper”, told 
IANS that he was mighty impressed 
by the variety that Indian cinema 
currently has on offer. He said he feels 
that “perhaps it has gone from recrea-
tion to being serious cinema”.

India’s colourful and diverse 
culture was very much a part of the 

awards celebration as there were 
the beats of the 
dhol, perform-
ers dressed in 
traditional 
Indian clas-
sical attires, 
Odissi 
dance, 

Bhangra and more.
Composers Sachin-Jigar added 

the chutzpah with some of their Bol-
lywood tracks.

The inclusion-themed ninth edi-
tion of the gala gave a Diversity Award 
to Freida Pinto, who shot to fame 
and prominence first with her role in 
Oscar-winning drama “Slumdog Mil-
lionairea. In her upcoming film “Love 
Sonia”, Freida is seen in a never-seen-
before avatar.

Tabrez Noorani-directed “Love 
Sonia”, which opened the IFFM gala 
and left the audience moved with a 
story around sex trafficking, won the 
Best Indie film. A special mention in 
this space went to “Gali Guleiyan”, 
which marks Dipesh Jain’s debut as a 
director.

The Equality In Cinema Award 
was given to “Mahanati”, the widely 
acclaimed Telugu and Tamil film on 
the life of south Indian actress Savitri, 
who made a mark in the 1950s and 
1960s.

Actor Ali Fazal, who was the jury 
of the short film competition, chose 
“To-let” as the Indian winner and the 
Australian winner was “Found”, which 
is on Islamophobia.

Richa also gave away the IFFM 
Heroes Award, which celebrates 
real life heroes who have done good 
deeds.

IFFM began on Friday, as 
part of the celebrations, 

Rani on Saturday hoisted 
the Indian flag at the 
Federation House, 
which also became 
a stage for a dance 
competition, bringing 
the huge and diverse 
Indian community of 

Melbourne together 
-- denoting the unifying 
power of cinema.

The fest will end on 
August 22.

IANS
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In this photo provided by NASA, The United Launch Alliance Delta IV Heavy rocket launches NASA’s Parker 
Solar Probe to touch the Sun on Sunday, Aug. 12 from Launch Complex 37 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, 
Florida.

Expecting work emails after 
hours may harm health — Study

What generates pessimistic mood?

New AI technique to make cancer treatment less toxic

Facebook tightens noose 
around fake accounts

Why Homo Erectus went extinct? Scientists develop clothing that can communicate

India’s 2nd lunar mission on Jan. 3 with lander, rover

NASA launches world’s first 
mission to ‘touch’ the sun
Washington, Aug. 12 (PTI): 
NASA’s Parker Solar Probe, 
mankind’s first mission to 
‘touch’ the Sun, was suc-
cessfully launched today on 
an unprecedented, seven-
year long journey to unlock 
the mysteries of the star’s 
fiery outer atmosphere and 
its effects on space weather.

Liftoff of the USD 1.5 
billion mission took place 
from Space Launch Com-
plex 37 at Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station in the US 
at 3:31 am EDT (1:01 pm 
Indian Standard Time).

“3-2-1... and we have 
liftoff of Parker #SolarProbe 
atop @ULAlaunch’s #Del-
taIV Heavy rocket,” the 
US-based space agency 
tweeted.

The launch of the Unit-
ed Launch Alliance Delta IV 
Heavy rocket carrying the 
spacecraft was scrubbed 
yesterday due to a violation 
of a launch limit, resulting 
in a hold.

“The spacecraft is in 
good health and operating 
on its own. Parker Solar 
Probe has begun its mis-
sion to ‘touch’ the Sun,” 
NASA said in a blog post.

The spacecraft success-
fully separated from the 
carrier rocket and deployed 
its solar arrays shortly after 
launch.

The mission is the first 
to be named after a liv-
ing scientist -- 91-year-old 
Eugene N Parker, who first 
predicted the existence of 
the solar wind in 1958.

The solar wind is a 
stream of charged particles 
and magnetic fields that 
flow continuously from 
the Sun.

The car-sized probe will 

travel directly into the Sun’s 
atmosphere, about 3.8 mil-
lion miles from its surface - 
and more than seven times 
closer than any spacecraft 
has come before, thanks 
to its innovative Thermal 
Protection System.

At closest approach, 
when the probe will hurtle 
around the Sun at approxi-

mately 700,000 kilometres 
per hour, the front of the so-
lar shield will face tempera-
tures approaching 1,377 
degrees Celsius.

The probe will perform 
the closest-ever observa-
tions of a star when it trav-
els through the Sun’s outer 
atmosphere, called the co-
rona. It will make 24 passes 

through the corona.
In order to unlock the 

mysteries of the Sun’s atmo-
sphere, the probe will use 
Venus’ gravity during seven 
flybys over nearly seven 
years to gradually bring its 
orbit closer to the Sun.

The findings will also 
make critical contributions 
to our ability to forecast 

Sydney, Aug. 11 (IANS): Laziness could 
explain the reason why Homo Erectus -- a 
species of primitive humans -- went extinct, 
a new research has shown.

The findings, based on an archaeologi-
cal excavation of ancient human popula-
tions in the Arabian Peninsula during the 
Early Stone Age, showed that Homo Erectus 
used the “least-effort strategies” for tool 
making and collecting resources.

“To make their stone tools they would 
use whatever rocks they could find lying 
around their camp, which were mostly 
of comparatively low quality to what 
later stone tool makers used,” said lead re-
searcher Ceri Shipton, from the Australian 
National University (ANU).

According to Shipton, this ‘laziness’ 
paired with an inability to adapt to a chang-
ing climate likely played a role in the species 
going extinct.

“They really don’t seem to have been 
pushing themselves,” Shipton noted, in the 

paper published in the journal PLoS One.
The excavation at the site of Saffaqah 

near Dawadmi in central Saudi Arabia, 
showed “no signs of any activity, no arte-
facts and no quarrying of the stone”.

This is in contrast to the stone tool mak-
ers of later periods, including early Homo 
sapiens and Neanderthals, who were climb-
ing mountains to find good quality stone 
and transporting it over long distances, 
Shipton said.

Moreover, a failure to progress techno-
logically, as their environment dried out into 
a desert, also contributed to the population’s 
demise.

“The sediment samples showed the en-
vironment around them was changing, but 
they were doing the exact same things with 
their tools,” Shipton said.

“There was no progression at all, and 
their tools are never very far from these now 
dry river beds. I think in the end the environ-
ment just got too dry for them,” he added.

New York, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
Researchers have, for the 
first time, produced fibres 
with embedded electronics 
that are so flexible they can 
be woven into soft wash-
able fabrics and made into 
wearable clothing.

Embedding high speed 
optoelectronic semicon-
ductor devices, includ-
ing light-emitting diodes 
(LEDs) and diode photode-
tectors, into washable fab-
rics also makes it possible 
to produce clothing that 
communicates optically 
with other devices.

This discovery, de-
scribed in the journal Na-
ture, could unleash a new 
‘Moore’s Law’ for fibres, in 
other words, a rapid pro-
gression in which the capa-
bilities of fibres would grow 
rapidly and exponentially 
over time, said researchers 
from the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT) 
in Boston.

The key breakthrough 
San Francisco, Aug. 11 
(IANS): The world’s larg-
est social media network 
Facebook on Friday took 
measures to make it more 
difficult to run fake or com-
promised accounts on its 
platform as it demanded 
authorization from its users 
who have a large number of 
followers in the US.

“Today we’re introduc-
ing Page publishing au-
thorization starting with 
people that manage a Page 
with a large audience in the 
US,” Facebook said.

People who manage 
these Pages will be required 
to complete an authori-
zation process in order to 
continue to post, making it 
harder for people to admin-

ister a Page using a fake or 
compromised account, said 
the California-based social 
media company.

The new measures will 
ask administrators of Face-
book pages to secure their 
account with two-factor 
authentication and con-
firm their primary home 
location.

Facebook said people 
will see more details in the 
Info and Ads section of 
Pages after a new section is 
added to show the primary 
country locations where 
those Pages are managed 
from. Facebook said the 
requirement will be en-
forced soon this month, 
which will be applied to 
other Facebook platforms 

such as Instagram in the 
next few weeks.

The new measures are 
part of Facebook’s recent 
campaigns to prevent orga-
nizations and individuals 
from creating accounts that 
mislead its users before 
the US mid-term elections 
are going to take place in 
November.

Last week, Facebook de-
leted 32 Pages and accounts 
from its platform and Ins-
tagram for being “involved 
in coordinated inauthentic 
behavior”.

It said its security unit 
has found a coordinated 
campaign on its platform 
aiming to exert political 
influence ahead of the No-
vember US elections.

New York, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
MIT researchers, includ-
ing one of Indian-origin, 
have developed novel ma-
chine-learning techniques 
to improve the quality of 
life for patients by reducing 
toxic chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy dosing for an 
aggressive form of brain 
cancer.

Glioblastoma is a malig-
nant tumour that appears in 
the brain or spinal cord, and 
the prognosis for adults is 
no more than five years. 

Patients are generally 
administered maximum 

safe drug doses to shrink 
the tumour as much as pos-
sible, but they still remain 
at risk of debilitating side 
effects.

The new “self-learning” 
machine-learning tech-
nique could make the dos-
ing regimen less toxic but 
still effective. 

It looks at the treatment 
regimen currently in use, 
and finds an optimal treat-
ment plan, with the lowest 
possible potency and fre-
quency of doses that should 
still reduce tumour sizes to a 
degree comparable to that 

of traditional regimen, the 
researchers said.

“We kept the goal where 
we have to help patients by 
reducing tumour sizes but, 
at the same time, we want 
to make sure the quality of 
life -- the dosing toxicity -- 
doesn’t lead to overwhelm-
ing sickness and harmful 
side effects,” said Pratik 
Shah, principal investigator 
from the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT) 
in Boston, US.

The findings will be pre-
sented at the 2018 Machine 
Learning for Healthcare 

conference at Stanford Uni-
versity in California, US.

In simulated trials of 50 
patients, the model com-
prising of artificially intel-
ligent “agents”, designed 
treatment cycles that re-
duced the potency to a 
quarter or half of nearly all 
the doses while maintaining 
the same tumour-shrinking 
potential. 

Many times, it skipped 
doses altogether, schedul-
ing administrations only 
twice a year instead of 
monthly.

However, the research-

ers also had to make sure 
the model does not just dish 
out a maximum number 
and potency of doses. When-
ever the model chooses to 
administer all full doses, it 
gets penalized, so instead 
it chooses fewer, smaller 
doses. 

“If all we want to do is 
reduce the mean tumour di-
ameter, and let it take what-
ever actions it wants, it will 
administer drugs irrespon-
sibly,” Shah said. 

“Instead, we need to re-
duce the harmful actions it 
takes to get to that outcome.”

Bengaluru, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
India will launch its second 
lunar mission on January 
3 next year to land on the 
moon with a lander and 
rover, a top space official 
said on Sunday.

“We are aiming to 
launch the mission on 
January 3 next year, but 
the window to land on the 
lunar surface is open till 
March 2019,” Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO) Chairman K. Sivan 

told reporters here.
The Rs 800-crore lunar 

mission named “Chan-
drayaan-2” comes over a 
decade after India went 
up to the lunar orbit in 
November 8, 2008 after 
“Chandrayaan-1” launch 
on October 22 onboard a 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle (PSLV) rocket from the 
spaceport in Sriharikota in 
Andhra Pradesh.

The 3,890-kg Chan-
drayaan-2, which will be 

launched onboard the 
Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV ) 
Mk-3, will orbit around the 
moon and study its lunar 
conditions to collect data 
on its topography, mineral-
ogy and exosphere.

A lander with rover 
which will separate from 
the spacecraft will orbit the 
moon, and then gradually 
descend on the lunar sur-
face at a designated spot. 
The rover’s instruments 

will observe and study the 
lunar surface.

The lander has been 
named “Vikram” as a trib-
ute to the pioneer of India’s 
space programme and for-
mer ISRO chairman (1963-
71), Vikram Sarabhai, Sivan 
said.

This is the first time In-
dia will have a rover land-
ing on the moon nearly 
50 years after American 
astronaut Neil Armstrong 
walked on the eerie lunar 

surface in 1969.
The Indian space agen-

cy, which was eyeing at the 
second lunar mission this 
year, has had to make de-
sign and functional chang-
es to Chandrayaan-2, caus-
ing the delay and pushing 
the mission to January next 
year, Sivan said.

For its Chandrayaan-1, 
ISRO had carried a moon 
impact probe vehicle to 
crash land on the surface 
from the lunar orbit.

Washington, Aug. 12 (PTI): Are you expect-
ed to monitor your work email even after 
office hours? Such an ‘always on’ organisa-
tional culture can be detrimental to your 
health and well-being - even if you do not 
actually en-
g a g e  i n 
w o r k i n g 
off-hours, 
a  s t u d y 
has found.

T h e 
s t u d y 
shows that 
such ex-
pectations 
result  in 
a n x i e t y, 
w h i c h 
adversely 
affects the 
health of 
employees and their families.

“The competing demands of work and 
nonwork lives present a dilemma for em-
ployees, which triggers feelings of anxiety 
and endangers work and personal lives,” 
said William Becker, an associate professor 
at Virginia Tech in the US.

Previous studies have shown that the 
stress of increased job demands leads to 
strain and conflict in family relationships 
when the employee is unable to fulfil non-
work roles at home - “such as when some-
one brings work home to finish up.”

The new study demonstrates that em-
ployees do not need to spend actual time 
on work in their off-hours to experience the 
harmful effects.

The mere expectations of availability 

increase strain for employees and their sig-
nificant others - even when employees do 
not engage in actual work during nonwork 
time.

Unlike work-related demands that 
deplete employ-

ee resources, 
physical and 
psychological, 
by requiring 
time away from 
home, “the in-
sidious impact 
of ‘always on’ 
organisational 
culture is often 
unaccounted 
for or disguised 
as  a  benef i t 
-  i n c r e a s e d 
convenience, 
for example, or 

higher autonomy and control over work-life 
boundaries,” Becker said.

“Our research exposes the reality: ‘flex-
ible work boundaries’ often turn into ‘work 
without boundaries,’ compromising an 
employee’s and their family’s health and 
well-being,” he said.

“Employees today must navigate more 
complex boundaries between work and 
family than ever before,” said Becker.

“Employer expectations during non-
work hours appear to increase this burden, 
as employees feel an obligation to shift roles 
throughout their nonwork time,” he said.

“Efforts to manage these expectations 
are more important than ever, given our 
findings that employees’ families are also 
affected by these expectations,” he added.

changes in Earth’s space 
environment that affect life 
and technology on Earth.

The spacecraft will fly 
close enough to the Sun 
to watch the solar wind 
speed up from subsonic 
to supersonic, and it will 
fly though the birthplace 
of the highest-energy solar 
particles.

To perform these un-
precedented investiga-
tions, the spacecraft and 
instruments will be pro-
tected from the Sun’s heat 
by a 4.5-inch-thick carbon-
composite shield, which 
will need to withstand 
temperatures outside the 
spacecraft.

The primary science 
goals for the mission are to 
trace how energy and heat 
move through the solar 
corona and to explore what 
accelerates the solar wind 
as well as solar energetic 
particles.

Scientists have sought 
these answers for more 
than 60 years, but the inves-
tigation requires sending 
a probe right through the 
heat of the corona.

Today, this is finally 
possible with cutting-edge 
thermal engineering ad-
vances that can protect the 
mission on its dangerous 
journey, the space agency 
said.

A Sun-skimming mis-
sion like Parker Solar Probe 
has been a dream of scien-
tists for decades, but only 
recently has the required 
technology - like the heat 
shield, solar array cooling 
system, and fault man-
agement system - been 
available to make such a 
mission a reality, it added.

New York, Aug. 12 (IANS): 
Scientists have identified 
a brain region that could 
generate pessimistic moods 
in disorders such as anxiety 
or depression that leads 
people to focus more on the 
possible downside than the 
potential benefit in a stress-
ful situation.

In a study tested on 
animals, researchers at the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) have 
found that stimulating cau-
date nucleus -- a brain re-
gion linked to emotional 
decision-making --induced 
animals to make negative 
decisions. 

The caudate nucleus, 
has within it regions that are 
connected with the limbic 
system, which regulates 
mood, and sends input to 
motor areas of the brain as 
well as dopamine-produc-
ing regions. 

The study showed that 
the animals gave far more 
weight to the anticipated 

drawback of a situation 
than its benefit, compared 
to when the region was not 
stimulated. 

This pessimistic deci-
sion-making could con-
tinue through the day after 
the original stimulation.

“We feel we were see-
ing a proxy for anxiety, or 
depression, or some mix of 
the two,” said Ann Graybiel, 
a professor at the MIT. 

In the study, which ap-
peared in the journal Neu-
ron, the team wanted to 
see if they could reproduce 
an effect that is often seen 
in people with depression, 
anxiety, or obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder. 

The team stimulated 
the caudate nucleus with 
a small electrical current 
as animals were offered a 
reward (juice) paired with 
an unpleasant stimulus (a 
puff of air to the face). 

The results showed that 
the cost-benefit calcula-
tion became skewed, and 

the animals began to avoid 
combinations that they 
previously would have ac-
cepted.

This continued even 
after the stimulation ended, 
and could also be seen the 
following day, after which 
point it gradually disap-
peared. This result suggests 
that the animals began to 
devalue the reward that 
they previously wanted, and 
focused more on the cost of 
the aversive stimulus. 

“This state we’ve mim-
icked has an overestimation 
of cost relative to benefit,” 
Graybiel noted.

The researchers also 
found that brainwave activ-
ity in the caudate nucleus 
was altered when decision-
making patterns changed.

“There must be many 
circuits involved,” she said. 

“But apparently we are 
so delicately balanced that 
just throwing the system 
off a little bit can rapidly 
change behaviour.”

for producing these new 
fibres was to add to the pre-
form light-emitting semi-
conductor diodes the size of 
a grain of sand, and a pair of 
copper wires a fraction of a 
hair’s width. 

When heated in a fur-
nace during the fibre-draw-
ing process, the polymer 
preform partially liquifies, 
forming a long fibre with 

the diodes lined up along 
its centre and connected by 
the copper wires.

“We are anticipating 
the emergence of a ‘Moore’s 
law’ analogue in fibres in 
the years ahead,” said Yoel 
Fink from the varsity.

“It is already allowing us 
to expand the fundamental 
capabilities of fabrics to 
encompass communica-

tions, lighting, physiologi-
cal monitoring, and more. 
In the years ahead, fabrics 
will deliver value-added 
services and will no longer 
just be selected for aes-
thetics and comfort,” Fink 
added.

In this case, the sol-
id components were two 
types of electrical diodes 
made using standard mi-

crochip technology: LEDs 
and photosensing diodes. 

The resulting fibres 
were then woven into fab-
rics, which were laundered 
10 times to demonstrate 
their practicality as pos-
sible material for clothing.

One of the advantages 
of incorporating function 
into the fibre material itself 
is that the resulting fibre is 
inherently waterproof. 

To demonstrate this, 
the team placed some of 
the photodetecting fibres 
inside a fish tank.

A lamp outside the 
aquarium transmitted mu-
sic through the water to the 
fibres in the form of rapid 
optical signals. 

The fibres in the tank 
converted the light pulses 
-- so rapid that the light ap-
pears steady to the naked 
eye -- to electrical signals, 
which were then convert-
ed into music. The fibres 
survived in the water for 
weeks.
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Officials of Nagaland Badminton Association with the winners of the championship and others after the prize distribution ceremony in Pfutsero on Sunday evening.
EM Images

Leihong of Mon, left photo, and Shekhotolu Puro receiving the award from Kezhienyi Khalo during the prize-distribution ceremony at the indoor multipurpose stadium in 
Pfutsero on Sun. Aug. 12.

EM Images

Keisuke Honda 

Mohamed Salah, second from right, celebrate with teammates his first goal of the season against West Ham at 
Anfield in London on Sun. Aug. 12.

Jorge Lorenzo celebrates on the podium after winning a thrilling Austrian MotoGP with Ducati teammate Andrea 
Dovizioso.

Lorenzo holds off Marquez 
to win Austrian MotoGP

Liverpool live up to title hype 
by hitting West Ham for four

Japan's Honda to coach Cambodian national team

Nagaland Inter-district and State Open badminton championship concludes

Spielberg bei Knittelfeld 
(Austria), Aug. 12 (AFP): 
Jorge Lorenzo struck the 
final blow in a dog fight with 
fellow Spaniard Marc Mar-
quez, overtaking at the start 
of the final lap on Sunday 
to win the Austrian MotoGP.

Ducati's Lorenzo and 
Marquez, on a Honda, 
traded first place over the 
closing laps before Lorenzo 
powered past on the home 
straight and then held off 
Marquez on the next corner 
to pull away to win.

Lorenzo, who will be 
moving to Honda next sea-
son, said he made an effort 
to conserve his tyres in the 
early part of the race.

"Ten laps to the end, I 
decided to attack," Loren-
zo said immediately after 
the race. "I was stronger in 
some areas, like uphill, he 
was stronger on the second 
corner. When I passed him, I 
gave everything and pushed 
to the limit. One of my best 
victories."

Marquez could afford to 
savour the battle because 
his closest rival in the stand-
ings, Italian veteran Valen-
tino Rossi, started from 14th 
on the grid and could only 
climb to sixth.

The Red Bull Ring re-
mains the only circuit in 
the championship where 
Marquez has not won, with 
Ducati taking all three races 
since MotoGP returned to 
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the track in 2016.
"This race I enjoyed," 

Marquez said. "There was 
a moment when I thought I 
could lose the two Ducatis, 
but they came back.

"I gave everything, ev-
erything. I would try to de-
fend my position but he 
did it to me on the straight. 
Great show."

Marquez now leads the 
standings by 59 points as he 
closes in on a fifth top-class 
world title.

Lorenzo jumped to third 

overall, one point ahead 
of Andrea Dovizioso who 
finished third on the other 
Ducati. The Italian, who 
won last week in Brno, 
could not quite keep up 
with the pace of the two 
leaders.

"I  was  third  and I 
couldn't ride in the way I 
wanted," Dovizioso said. 
"Three riders using three 
different tyres and I used a 
little too much tyre. I don't 
know maybe it was the 
wrong tyre. But anyway, 

another Ducati won."
In Moto2, Italian Fran-

cesco Bagnaia overtook Por-
tuguese Miguel Oliveira on 
the final corner to regain 
first place in the standings.

Oliveira (KTM) started 
two points ahead of Bag-
naia (Kalex) and grabbed 
an early lead.

The pair pulled clear of 
the field with Bagnaia on 
Oliveira's rear wheel trying 
to find a way past.

The Ita l ian br ief ly 
grabbed the lead with five, 

Phnom Penh, Aug. 12 (Re-
uters): Former Japan midfielder 
Keisuke Honda has signed a 
two-year contract to coach Cam-
bodia’s national football team 
without pay, Honda and the 
country’s soccer chief said on 
Sunday.

“Honda has volunteered to 
help coach Cambodian national 
football team,” Sao Sokha, presi-
dent of the Football Federation 
of Cambodia (FFC), told a news 
briefing in Phnom Penh on 
Sunday.

Sao Sokha said that the for-
mer AC Milan player won’t re-
ceive a salary but that the federa-
tion would pay for his travel and 
accommodation.

“I hope that the experience 

of the international star will help 
improve the technique of our 
national team players and the 
match results will be better than 
before,” Sao Sokha said.

Honda said he would man-
age his time between Cambodia 
and Australia after signing with 
A-League club Melbourne Vic-
tory for the 2018/19 season last 
week.

“I would like to help the 
Cambodian team to have one 
clear style of playing and pro-
mote the country to the outside 
world,” Honda said through an 
interpreter.

Honda said he would hold a 
meeting with the team via video 
conference once a week but did 
not provide details of how often 

Liverpool, Aug. 12 (AFP): 
Mohamed Salah opened his 
account for the new cam-
paign as Liverpool backed 
up pre-season hype they 
can challenge champions 
Manchester City for the Pre-
mier League title by sweep-
ing aside West Ham 4-0 at 
Anfield.

Sadio Mane scored 
twice and Daniel Sturridge 
added a late fourth in an im-
pressive display by Jurgen 
Klopp's men as £65 million 
($83 million) goalkeeper 
Alisson Becker kept 
a clean sheet on 
debut.

Liverpool 
haven't been 
c r o w n e d 
champions of 
England since 
1 9 8 9 / 9 0  a n d 
finished 25 points 
behind City last season.

But after reaching the 
Champions League final 
last season and spending 
more than anyone else in 
the Premier League in the 
off-season, there is palpable 
belief that near three-de-
cade wait can come to an 
end in May.

Midfielder Naby Keita 
and Alisson were the only 
debutants to start from a 
reported £170 million sum-
mer splurge in the trans-
fer market as Fabinho and 
Xherdan Shaqiri had to 
make do with a place on 
the bench.

However, there was little 
tinkering for Klopp to do up 

front after Salah, Mane and 
Roberto Firmino combined 
for 91 goals last season, and 
they again provided the 
firepower to outclass a sorry 
West Ham despite their own 
near £100 million outlay on 
nine new players.

Salah and Mane's pain 
at international level was 
Liverpool's gain as early 
exits at the World Cup with 
Egypt and Senegal meant 
they could join the club's 
pre-season tour of the 
United States, unlike a host 

of Premier League stars 
who returned 

to training just last 
week after their exertions in 
Russia.
Salah starts over
A revelation in his first sea-
son at Anfield with 44 goals 
in all competitions, Salah is 
now a marked man.

Yet, he was given the 
simplest of tasks to tap 
home the opener into an 
empty net on 19 minutes 
from Andy Robertson's pin-
point cross after he was 
freed down the left by the 
impressive Keita.

Salah should have had 
more as he was well picked 
out by a bursting run by 
Firmino only to place his 
shot too close to Lukasz 
Fabianski, who also made 

a brilliant save to turn Trent 
Alexander-Arnold's free-
kick behind.

Fabianski was by far the 
busier 'keeper with Alisson 
making just one comfort-
able save and impressing far 
more with his feet to launch 
a series of Liverpool attacks.

The hosts finally dou-
bled their lead to give the 
score the half-time reflec-
tion it deserved when an-
other teasing Robertson 
cross was pulled across goal 
by James Milner and Mane 
left unmarked to side-foot 

home.
Mane pro-

duced a fine 
finish for his 

s e c o n d  e i g h t 
minutes after 
the break after 
good work by 

Firmino, but had the lines-
man to thank just as much 
for the assist as he some-
how wasn't flagged offside 
before firing past Fabianski.

Former City and Real 
Madrid boss Manuel Pel-
legrini is used to competing 
at the top of the table.

Yet, despite the vast in-
vestment in the East Lon-
doners, on this evidence 
Pellegrini will do well to 
better West Ham's 13th-
placed finish last season as 
the visitors were happy to 
limit the damage after the 
break.

Sturridge inflicted the 
final blow two minutes 
from time with his first 
touch after replacing Salah.

Our Correspondent
Pfutsero, Aug 12: The four-day long 
event of the 42nd Nagaland Inter 
District & State Open Badminton 
championship concluded here at 
the Multi Purpose Indoor Stadium 
in Pfutsero on Sunday evening.

18 year old Leihong of Mon and 
Shekhotolu Puro of Phek district 
emerged as the champions of their 
respective men and women singles 
category. 

Leihong easily beat last year 
runners up Ankur Sangpang Rai 
of Kohima 21-9, 21-13 in the final 
match to claim the men's champi-

onship title.
While Leihong also took the 

U-19 title by beating her rival Ben-
tilo Kath in the final match. 

Shekhotolu Puro beat Eku-
myala of Kohima in the women's 
single to claim the title.

A home advantage with the 
crowds behind gave Shekhotolu 
her confidence to win the first set 
21-17. 

Yala made a comeback in the 
second set winning 21-11 as she 
regained some momentum.

But a hard fought Puro man-
aged to come back in the third set 

to win 21-17.
In the women's doubles, Ben-

dangnaro and Imlirenla of Naga-
land Police earned their title by a 
hard fought 19-21, 21-18, 21-17 win 
over Dimapur's duo Chubanungla 
and Yashikala to emerge as the 
champions.

While veterans Joseph Sumi 
and Raju of Nagaland Police over-
powered Imliwapang Tzudir and 
Imnatoshi Longkumer of Kohima 
in the third set 21-16, 25-27, 21-15 
to win the men's doubles. 

In the mixed doubles final, 
Nagaland Police's Raju and Uma 

overcame Ankur Sangpang Rai and 
Ekumyala of Kohima in the final 
match to take the title by 18-21, 
21-19, 22-20. 

Heoka Swu, eight years (10 
months and 26 days) of Dimapur 
was the youngest player and Ben-
dangnukshi of Dimapur the oldest 
in the championship. 

413 players from 11 districts in-
cluding Nagaland Police turned up 
for the championship. The tourna-
ment was organised by Nagaland 
Badminton Association (NBA) and 
hosted by Phek District Badminton 
Association.

four and two laps to go, but 
each time the Portuguese 
rider struck back on the 
next corner.

The same thing hap-
pened on the last lap, but 
Bagnaia then conjured one 
last attack, and this time 
Oliveira could not reply.

"When it was possible 
to overtake him and when 
I did on the last corner it 
was amazing," Bagnaia 
said.

The victory means Bag-
naia leads Oliveira by three 
points in the standings.

"It sucks a little bit to 
lose like this," said Oliveira.

In Moto3, Italian teen-
ager Marco Bezzecchi won 
to extend his lead over 
injury-stricken Jorge Mar-
tin at the top of the riders' 
standings.

KTM rider Bezzecchi, 
19, who started from pole 
for the first time in his 
career, held off Enea Bas-
tianini and Martin to move 
12 points clear of the Span-
iard in the championship 
race.

Martin, despite racing 
with a broken wrist, fin-
ished third in a brave ride 
to keep his hopes of a first 
world title alive.

It was an incredible 
podium finish from the 
20-year-old Honda man, 
who missed the Czech 
Grand Prix last weekend 
after crashing in practice.

Results
UNDER - 9

Boys single
1st - Heloka Swu  (Dimapur)
2nd-Mutum R. Singh (Kohima)

Girls single
1st: Imnasenla (Dimapur)
2nd: Eva Teto-E Khutso (Kohima)

UNDER -11
Boys single 
1st: Methuithun Namdau (Peren)
2nd: Keyicetlube (Peren)

Girls single 
1st: Imsusenla Longkumer (Mkg) 
2nd: Kipangwala Longkumer (Dimapur)

UNDER -13
Boys single 
1st: Noel Chetri (Dimapur)
2nd: Kiran Chetri (Dimapur) 

Girls single 
1st: Imlikumla (Mkg)
2nd: Repatula Longkumer (Mkg)

Girls doubles
1st: Imlikumla & Repatula Longkumer (Mkg)
2nd : Imlirenla & Imsusenla Longkumer (Mkg) 

Boys doubles
1st: Heibagongbe & Nchatu Herie (Peren)
2nd: Pochietho & Sechi (Phek) 

UNDER -15
Boys single 
1st: Lungningpeuwg (Peren) 
2nd: Raliba T Thong (Tuensang)

Girls single
1st: Anjana Limbu (Dimapur)
2nd: Toli V (Zuneheboto) 

Boys doubles
1st: Nungsangmanen Aier & Nungshijung 
Aier (Dimapur)
2nd: Ankit Rai & Thejasetuo Phira (Kohima)

Girls doubles 
1st: Hekali & Toli V (Zunheboto)
2nd: Angelica Swe & Anjana Limbu (Dimapur)

UNDER -17
Boys single 
1st: Lothu Akiu (Dimapur)
2nd: Teichang Herie (Peren)

Girls single
1st: Lydia (Zunheboto)
2nd: Toli A (Zunheboto)

Boys doubles
1st: Igongneung & Teichang (Peren)

2nd: Shemon & Wangshak (Mon)
UNDER -19

Boys single
1st: Leihong (Mon) 
2nd: Bentilo Kath (Dimapur) 

Girls single 
1st: Yaom (Mon) 
2nd: Merenjungla (Dimapur) 

Boys doubles 
1st: Vikhietuo Kense & Zhakuo Seyie (Kohima)
2nd: Chunglitong Jamir & Kilangkumba Kichu (Mkg)

Mixed doubles
1st: Lothu Akiu & Merenjungla (Dimapur)
2nd: Shimon & Unice (Mon) 

Girls doubles
1st: Erenbeni P Lotha & Nsungbeni L Tungoe (Wokha)

2nd: Unice & Yaom (Mon) 
Men doubles (55+)
1st: Ruzhukhrie Khape & Thepuvekho Tetseo (Phek)
2nd: C.T. Jamir & N. Wati (Kohima)

Mixed doubles (50+)
1st:  Arep Ao & Y Sena (Kohima)
2nd: I Temjen & N Wati (Kohima)

Mixed doubles (45+)
1st: Bengdangnochet & Lipok Jamir (Mkg)
2nd: Arep Ao & I Temjen (Kohima) 

Mixed doubles (40+)
1st: Rhovise Nyuwi & Tajenkaba 
(Nagaland Police)
2nd: Aochuba Pongen & Aomolung Aier (Kohima) 

Mixed doubles (35+)
1st: Joseph Sumi and Raju (Nagaland Police)

2nd: Moatemjen and Tajenkaba (Nagaland Police)

he would coach them.
The former AC Milan player 

bowed out of international soccer 
after Japan’s exit from the last 16 
at the World Cup in Russia, having 
represented the nation 98 times 
and scored 37 goals.

Sao Sokha said that Honda 
would help bring fans back to Cam-
bodian football and improve young 
players as the country prepares to 
host the 2023 Southeast Asian (SEA) 
Games.

Cambodian soccer was show-
ing signs of improvement in the 
1960s before a brutal civil war, 
which included genocide under the 
Khmer Rouge regime, curtailed the 
sport’s progress and led to their 23-
year absence on the international 
stage.


