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A total INR 70,06,500 was contributed to the chief minister's relief fund by legislators and functionaries of the People's Democratic Alliance 
MLAs, who contributed a month's salary to assist and support relief and rehabilitation efforts for those affected by natural calamities.
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Dimapur, Aug. 11: The 
Nagaland government 
is looking at a colossal 
loss of lives and property 
amounting to approxi-
mately INR 300-600 cr. 
even as government agen-
cies assess the damage 
caused by the monsoon 
rains during the weeks in 
the recent past. 

The worst part as of 
now seems to be over. 
The monsoon this time, 
with its abnormally heavy 
rains, lashed the state and 
brought about massive 
landslides and caused 
floods in the low-lying 
areas. But for the people 
the worry is still not over: 
The retreating monsoon 
might once again lash the 
state in during October-
November. 

Nagaland Chief Sec-
retary Temjen Toy spoke 
with Eastern Mirror. He 
said that the state’s gov-
ernment was exerting all 
effort including restora-
tion work. He informed 
that the Pungro-Mimi 

village has been cut off, 
as was the Atoizo-Sathiza 
road. The main road lead-
ing to Kiphire district, the 
national highway, is also 
yet to be restored, it was 
informed. 

Toy informed that 
different agencies were 
currently assessing the 
damage done by the mon-
soon rains. He estimated 
that the damages both 
in terms of property and 
lives, at around INR 300-
400 crore. Apart from the 
damage to property, ten 
lives were also lost, direct-
ly related to the monsoon 
rains, in different parts of 
the state. 

The bureaucrat in-
formed that the Nagaland 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority and other 
government agencies 
were fully concentrat-
ing on restoration works. 
The state government has 
been providing immedi-
ate relief to the affected 
people during the past 
days too, it was informed. 

The chief secretary 

was appreciative of the 
government agencies for 
tackling the unprece-
dented situation the state 
faced. "Various govern-
ment agencies have prov-
en their mettle during 
this tough time," the chief 
secretary said. Likewise, 
he appreciated individu-
als and groups especially 
the Kohima Village Youth 
Organisation and others, 
for coming out to assist 
the government during 
this 'abnormal times.' 

The chief secretary 
admitted that the mon-
soon and the catastrophe 
was a good lesson for the 
state government and 
that there were lessons to 
be learned from it. In this 
regard, he said that the 
state government would 
be looking for experts so 
that the state can be more 
prepared during emer-
gencies. 

The advisor of the 
NSDMA, Pukhayi Sumi, 
told Eastern Mirror that 
the state’s government 
had submitted the es-

timate of damages. He, 
however, said that the 
state was estimating it 
to around INR 600 cr. He 
said that the government 
of India will be releas-
ing the relief during the 
months of either Novem-
ber or December.  

The state is slowly 
limping back to normalcy 
as the rains ebb. A ques-
tion remains though: How 
ready would the state be 
to face a similar problem 
in the future? 

When contacted for 
his opinion, a profes-
sor at the department of 
Geography of Nagaland 
University, Dr. Lanu Long-
kumer, simply said that 
the state’s government 
should be prepared to 
mitigate such situations 
in the future by roping 
in experts from various 
institutions and agencies. 

He said that the soil in 
Nagaland was very loose; 
when the first rains come, 
it becomes wet and finally 
gives way and collapses. 
He said that the state will 

face more such situation 
in the future because its 
soil formation was loose 
and the topography also 
ensures heavy rains. In 
this regard, he said that 
the government shall have 
to come up with certain 
guidelines especially in 
regard to construction of 
buildings, besides those in 
the towns. When formu-
lating policies, he said, the 
government and its agen-
cies should invite expert 
opinions from universities 
and institutions so that 
the government would be 
able to mitigate damage. 

"We should always 
think about how to miti-
gate such damages and 
be prepared for (it)," Prof. 
Longkumer said.  

Nagaland has faced 
what can be termed one 
of its worst monsoon sea-
sons in the recent times. 
The rains have subsided, 
and damage assessment 
is on but a question lin-
gers: How well are we pre-
pared to take on similar 
situations in the future? 

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) held a 
meeting with the Naga-
land Gaon Bura Federa-
tion (NGBF) and its district 
units on August 10 at Hotel 
Saramati, in Dimapur.  

A statement from the 
outfit on Saturday stated 
that Rh Raising, the con-
vener of the group’s steer-
ing committee, gave a brief 
description of the history 
of the Nagas and the long 
struggle with the Indian 
government. 

“The convener made it 
known to all that the sov-
ereignty of the Nagas has 
never been compromised, 
and will never betray the 
people’s trust and aspira-
tion. The NSCN survive 
the harsh attempt of the 
adversaries to annihilate 
the Naga political move-
ment because our move-
ment is a principle and 
issue based backed by the 
gaon buras besides the be-
nevolent Almighty’s will.”

The ‘kilo kilonser’ 
(‘home minister’) of the 
NSCN (IM), Hukavi Yep-
thomi, also said that the 
solution to the ongoing 
peace talk was the only 

way to settling the Indo-
Naga issue. “He further 
said that the ceasefire 
agreement between the 
NSCN and the govern-
ment of India came into 
effect in August 1997 dur-
ing the premiership of IK 
Gujral. In course of time, 
the GoI in 2002 during the 
premiership of AB Vajpay-
ee recognised the unique 
history of the Nagas which 
he officially announced on 
India’s Independence Day 
speech on August 15, 2005. 
Therefore, any settlement 
of Indo-Naga conflict will 
be based on the political 
and historical rights of the 
Nagas.”

The “longvibu” (chief) 
of the group’s Naga army 
and political commissar 
to the collective leader-
ship, ‘Lieut. Gen.’ Anthony 
Shimray also told the gaon 
bura that it was the funda-
mental right of the Naga 
people to protect and se-
cure the land. 

“He further said that 
Nagalim does not belong 
to the Nagas, but to God, 
and the Nagas are the care-
takers of the land. In order 
to safeguard the God given 

land, both the Naga deni-
zens and the NSCN needs 
a workable coordination. If 
God is with us and we are 
in Him, everything shall 
come to pass.”

The president of the 
Nagaland GB Federation, 
Shalem Konyak, said that 
the Naga leaders and fol-
lowers must unite and 
fight for the common 
cause. He extended the 
federation’s support to the 
‘framework agreement’ 
that was signed on August 
3 2015. The president said 
further that they will come 
to the aid of the ‘revolu-
tionaries even if the road 
is less travelled or difficult 
to cross,’ according to the 
statement.  

The federation’s gener-
al secreary, Shikuto Zalipu 
thanked the NSCN (IM) 
on behalf of the NGBF for 
“rendering their invalu-
able service and sacrifices 
made thus far for the Naga 
nation and endorsed the 
NSCN to wage the political 
war while they look after 
the domestic affairs. At any 
time and place, they are 
ready to respond to the call 
of the nation, he assured.”

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): While as-
serting its commitment to ‘pave the 
way for an alternative arrangement’ 
expected to come out of the Indo-Naga 
talks, the People's Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) has appealed to those engaged 
in the negotiation, particularly the 
government of India, to expedite the 
process. 

The appeal from the ruling PDA 
was made following a meeting of its 
legislators and members of the al-
liance’s coordination committee in 
the State Banquet Hall in Kohima, on 
Saturday. 

A PDA statement read: “We urge 
all sections of Naga society to come 
together under a spirit of unity and 
oneness, so that together we strength-
en the peace process and create an 
environment that is congenial for 
successful conclusion of the ongoing 
negotiations.”

It also reiterated the alliance’s deci-
sion to continue to play the role of an 

active facilitator in the ongoing po-
litical negotiations. “The PDA supports 
the desire of the Naga people for the 
integration of all contiguous Naga in-
habited areas, which has been passed 
as resolutions in the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly on four occasions. 

“The PDA has been supporting this 
legitimate and democratic right of the 
people, consistently. The PDA appeals 
to our neighbouring states to appreci-
ate the history and democratic rights 
of the Nagas under a spirit of mutual 
respect so that we can live together as 
good neighbours under an environ-
ment of harmonious coexistence and 
brotherhood.”

On the recent emergency caused 
by the monsoon rains, the PDA ex-
pressed grief and condolences with 
the families who lost lives; to all citi-
zens who had been displaced and are 
facing difficulties in different parts of 
the state.

It also conveyed appreciation to 

the government of India and the vari-
ous central agencies ‘for their positive 
response and timely interventions’ 
during the time of calamities wrought 
by the monsoon rains in Nagaland. 

The alliance acknowledged the ef-
forts of the entire state government’s 
machineries for their effort during the 
emergency. “The PDA government 
extends appreciation to all sections of 
society, who have come forward in a 
positive manner to extend assistance 
and support to the efforts of relief and 
rehabilitation. 

“The contribution of one month’s 
salary from PDA MLAs and party func-
tionaries, donations from government 
employees and individuals, who have 
contributed in a voluntary manner to 
the chief minister’s relief fund is appre-
ciated. This gesture sends out the right 
message that the larger Naga family is 
together, in support of the suffering 
citizens, in action and in deed,” the 
statement read. 

New Delhi, Aug 11 (IANS): 
Even as many areas across 
the country receive co-
pious rains, the country 
seems to face a rainfall 
deficiency of 10 per cent 
till August first week, ac-
cording to private weather 
forecaster Skymet.

"Parts of Odisha and 
Madhya Pradesh have been 
recording some heavy to 
extremely heavy rains for 
the past 2-3 days. However, 
these limited rains are not 
adequate to dent the defi-
ciency figure that remains 
stagnant at 10 per cent for 
the last four days," it said.

The forecasting agency 
stated that the low perform-
ance of monsoon rains in 
West Coast and the north-
east is primary reason be-
hind the deficit in rainfall. 
According to Skymet, both 
the regions are the two 
rainiest pockets during the 
monsoon season.

"For the last many days, 
both the regions are not 
having sufficient rains. Until 
and unless, these regions 
perform together, the rain-
fall deficiency will continue 
to mount," it added.

As per the Skymet statis-
tics, Konkan and Goa that 
were surplus by 47 per cent 
as on July 20, now stand at 
12 per cent periphery on 
August 8. 

Similarly, coastal Karna-
taka which was witnessing 
above normal rains by 13 
per cent on July 20 is cur-

Guwahati, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Union Minister for Infor-
mation Technology Ravi 
Shankar Prasad on Saturday 
said the seat capacity for the 
BPO industry in North-East 
will be raised from 5,000 to 
10,000, adding the Centre 
is also planning to open 
a Regional Data Centre in 
Guwahati.

"India's BPO centers 
are all in big cities, but now 
we have transformed small 
towns into BPO hubs. There 
are BPO centers in Kohima, 
Guwahati and Dibrugarh 
now which have opened 

multiple job opportunities 
for the youth," he said, urg-
ing the Chief Ministers to 
give the BPO sector a boost 
in their respective states.

The Union Minister said 
this while releasing the Dig-
ital North East India Vision 
2022 at a function organized 
in Assam capital and ap-
pealed to the northeastern 
states to focus so that the 
Digital India programme 
could be successful in these 
states.

The Digital India is a 
flagship programme ap-
proved by Government of 

India with a vision to trans-
form the country into a dig-
itally empowered society 
and knowledge economy. 

The Union Minister said 
that under the programme 
efforts have been made to 
bring in all the people of the 
region under digital influ-
ence. He also said that Dig-
ital India has lent transpar-
ency to the entire system.

"There will be e-class-
room facilities in the medi-
cal colleges of Shillong, Gu-
wahati, Dibrugarh, Agartala 
and Imphal. We are making 
India a digital superpower," 

he said. 
Besides opening a Re-

gional Data Centre in Gu-
wahati, 50,000 Assam gov-
ernment employees will be 
encompassed under digital 
technology, he said. 

"Digital India is a mass 
revolution. The Prime Min-
ister ensured that Delhi 
come closer to NE in terms 
of bringing all opportuni-
ties to this region," he said, 
adding the government has 
been able to save Rs. 90,000 
crore during these years by 
eliminating middlemen.

Related news on page 4

College students 
will continue to 
skip class – ANCSU 
Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): A day after it under-
took a state-wide protest, the All Nagaland Col-
lege Students' Union (ANCSU) has reaffirmed 
that no college student in Nagaland will be 
attending class until the state’s government ad-
dresses the charter of demands submitted to the 
chief minister on August 10. 

The union issued a statement on Saturday 
requesting college authorities to understand 
the ‘genuine’ demands of the college students. 
“The union also acknowledge and appreciate 
the outstanding support given by the college's 
authorities thus far. 

“As and when the state government address-
es the genuine need and demand of the college 
students positively, ANCSU through print media 
and college students union will intimate the 
students for resumption on attending classes.  
Any college students defying the call of ANCSU 
shall be dealt seriously as the volunteers will be 
vigilantly monitoring the institutions,” it stated. 

76-year old man killed 
in accident at Balijan 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 11: A 76-year 
old man was killed on the spot 
when the bicycle he was riding 
was hit by a trailer truck on Sat. 
Aug. 11.

The incident took place at 
the weekly market at 62 Ghurai, 
Balijan in Assam at around 6:45 
am, said Bhandari Sub-Divi-
sional Police Officer (SDPO) 
Yanbemo Humtsoe. The victim 
was identified as Kontsemo 
Odyuo, a resident of Chang-
pang village in Wokha district.

According to the police, the 
victim was said to have been 
riding to the weekly market on 
a bicycle when it was hit from 
behind and killing him on the 
spot by a trailer truck belonging 
to the ONGC, which was said to 
be carrying pipes then.  

The driver of the vehicle 
identified as Sapan Borah of 

Balijan fled from the scene after 
the incident but was appre-
hended from Merapani village 
by the Assam police, Humtsoe 
said. 

The dead body was brought 
to Bikajan Police outpost, 
which falls under Borhola Po-
lice station in Jorhat. After an 
inquest, the body was taken to 
Jorhat hospital for post mor-
tem. After receiving the infor-
mation, the Nagaland police 
visited the site of the incident, 
the police said.     

The trailer, bearing registra-
tion number AS 03 AC 9844, 
along with the driver was said 
to be in the custody of Borhola 
police station. 

No FIR was filed by the vic-
tim's family till the filing of this 
report but a Suo Moto will be 
registered by the Assam Police, 
SDPO Humtsoe informed.    

rently witnessing below 
normal rains at minus 3 
per cent. 

Northeast India is also 

witnessing highly defi-
cient Monsoon rains, said 
Skymet. As on August 8, 
Arunachal Pradesh is rain-

deficient by 36 per cent, 
Assam and Meghalaya by 32 
per cent and Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Tripura 
by 25 per cent. 

Skymet said the off-
shore trough that runs 
along the West Coast is re-
sponsible for showers right 
from South Gujarat coast 
to Kerala, but it remained 
weak this time.

This is a semi-perma-
nent feature and waxing 
and waning of this trough 
is normal. 

Another factor, as per 
the weather agency, is mon-
soon trough which in this 
season remained confined 
to north of its normal posi-
tion, that is foothills of the 
Himalayas, for a consider-
able time. According to Sky-
met, although there were 
scores of monsoon systems 
forming in Bay of Bengal, 
but they have been not 
very active and remained 
limited up to West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, Bihar or maxi-
mum up to East Bihar. 

"There have been no 
passage of any active West-
ern Disturbances, which 
would have interacted with 
Monsoon trough, leading to 
enhancement of rains over 
the hills of northern India," 
said the agency.

The weather agency 
also indicated that mon-
soon this year might slip 
into a week phase in the 
next few days, resulting 
more deficiency.
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Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The Eastern Sumi Stu-
dents’ Union (ESSU) has 
vehemently condemned 
what it termed as bru-
tal assault on one of its 
members on Thursday. 

Kawoto Yepthomi, a 
student of Tetso College 
Dimapur was allegedly 
assaulted by one Ajuvito, 
son of Rev. Vitovi, chaplin 
of NSCN (IM) of Unity vil-
lage, 5th mile in Dimapur 
on Aug. 9. 

“The ESSU was in-
formed that the main 
culprit Ajuvito along with 
his friends numbering 
20-30 persons came to 
the college campus of 
the victim with an in-

tention to assault him 
after a small altercation 
between the two prior to 
the incident and assault-
ed the victim grievously, 
which rendered him in 
a very critical condition 
and is admitted at CIHSR 
Hospital, Dimapur,” a 
condemnation issued 
by the union president 
stated.

While condemning 
the act, the union has 
requested the concerned 
police authority under 
Chumukedima PS, in 
which the FIR has been 
lodged to expedite the 
case and arrest the main 
culprit along with all the 
accomplices. 

                                  Hokishe Chophy      Toli H Kiba

Trainees dance during the convocation.

Students from Fazl Ali College performing a street play depicting the impact of rumors and fake news on social 
media, at the town square of Mokokchung on Aug. 10. The street performance was part of a collaborative 
event, which was themed “Don’t let social media eat away your sanity,” with the Mokokchung police and the 
college to spread a message against fake news and disinformation.

Unemployed mechanical 
engineers convene meeting
The Association of Mechanical Engineers’ Nagaland 
(unemployed) has convened an emergency meeting 
on Aug. 16 at 11 am, in the conference hall of the NSF, 
near deputy commissioner’s office in Kohima. All the 
members have been informed to attend the meeting 
without fail.

ANPWDFWA-NH calls joint 
meeting 
All Nagaland PWD Field Worker’s Association 
(ANPEDA) R&B / Housing and NH will be holding a 
joint meeting have been informed that, there will be 
a joint meeting along with the planning committee 
and history committee on Aug. 17 at LCS building 
conference hall, near Ao Baptist Church in Kohima 
at 10 am. The meeting has been called for the up-
coming silver jubilee. All the concerned committee 
members have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The Sumi Totimi Hoho 
of Zunheboto town con-
ducted a day seminar at 
Old Town Sector Church 
on Aug. 11, with Toli H 
Kiba and Hokishe Chophy 
as speakers.

Kiba spoke on the ‘role 
of women in conflict.’ 
He said one should try 
to identify the crisis that 
one is facing and not only 
discuss about the crisis of 
the world. 

Stressing on the im-
portance of empower-
ing women, she cited 
that even in times of war, 
women intervene the gov-
ernment or other bodies 
and bring peace. Like-
wise, she said if women do 
not stand for their rights 
then the society will not 
change. Even in MDGs 

importance was given on 
gender equality, children 
education and various 
programmes have also 
been set up by the UN in 
2030 sustainable goals, 
she added.

Stressing on the im-
portance of self  help 
groups (SHG), Kiba main-
tained that because of 
SHG domestic violence 
has decrease, children’s 
education has improved 
and women are taking 
part in decision making. 

She further encour-
aged the members to take 
a step forward and fight 
for women’s rights and 
also play active role such 
as visiting shelter homes, 
girls’ hostels and offices 
and meet officers and get 
to know about various 
schemes and program 

meant for women.
H o k i s h e  C h o p h y 

spoke on ‘role of women 
against HIV.’ Highlighting 
the HIV scenario in Naga-
land, he said according to 
ART Centre data that there 
are more than 15000 HIV 
patients in the state and 
212 in Zunheboto district. 
He also mentioned that 
there are more than 300 
sex workers in the district. 
He also talked about the 
role that women can play 
in prevention of HIV.

Chophy asserted that 
people should stop dis-
criminating HIV / AIDS 
patients. He also informed 
that by 2020, WHO is tar-
geting to make 90% of 
people to know about 
the HIV status, 90% to get 
ART treatment and 90% 
to have viral suppression.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
Bosco College of Teacher 
Education (BCTE) Di-
mapur, held its New Aca-
demic Year programme 
cum freshers’ day on 
Aug. 10 with Dr. Fr. Sunny 
Joseph, rector of Good 
Shepherd Seminary (GSS), 
Dimapur as chief guest 
and Fr. Vengakunnel Tho-
mas, Rector of Salesian 
College of Higher Educa-
tion (SCHE), Dimapur as 
the guest of honour. 

In all 100 new teach-
ing-trainees were ac-
corded warm welcome to 
BCTE, Dimapur.

BCTE Principal Dr.Fr. 
Joseph Thuruthel wel-
comed the gathering. Say-
ing that learning is a life-
long process, he said the 
moment a teacher stops 
learning he or she should 
forthwith stop his / her 
teaching career.

Fr. Joseph in his ad-
dress urged that teachers 
should creatively create 
an atmosphere of love 
and humour enabling the 
students to learn more 
joyfully. 

The guest of honour 
underlined the fact that 
the teacher-trainees 

should obtain, not only 
the B.Ed degree but also 
should strive to attain 
the B.U. degree (Bach-
elor of Understanding 
the students and their 
needs/difficulties) if they 
really want to help the 
students.

The newly instated 
vice principal of BCTE, Dr. 
Fr. Nicholas R Guangdiat 
referred to the motto of 
BCTE “Exemplo Docemus 
(We teach by example) 
and reminded the teach-
er-trainees that teachers 
teach more by their exam-
ple than their words. 

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
Pfutsero Government Col-
lege observed its 36th liter-
ary cum cultural day at the 
college auditorium on Aug. 
11, with the theme “Read-
ing the past, writing the 
future.”

Principal of the college 
Dr. Moanochet Longchar, 
advised the students to 
involve in co-curricular 
activities to sharpen their 
skills and discover their 
hidden talents. He said 
one’s active participation 
develops one’s leadership 
qualities and skills. 

Talking about the im-

Mokokchung, Aug. 11 
(EMN): A countrywide 
sanitation survey un-
der Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen 2018 (SSG 2018) 
or Clean Survey of Village 
2018 will be conducted in 
all districts from August 
1-31, and the results will 
be announced in the form 
of a ranking of all districts 
and states on the basis of 
quantitative and qualita-
tive sanitation (Swach-
hata) parameters.

This was made known 
at an awareness campaign 
on Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen 2018 (SSG 2018) 
for Mokokchung district 
organized by the PHED 
Mokokchung held  at 
Longkumer Kilem here on 
Aug. 10.

The programme was 
attended by village council 
chairmen, teachers and 
WATSAN representatives 
from 40 villages of Mokok-
chung district. This survey 
is an initiative of the Min-
istry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, Government 

of India and will be con-
ducted by an independent 
agency. The top-perform-
ing states and districts are 
expected to be awarded on 
October 2, 2018.

Alemjungla, WSSO & 
Consultant, PHED Mokok-
chung while highlighting 
on the aspects of SSG 2018 
said that the survey would 
be conducted on the ba-
sis of three parameters, 
namely, Direct observa-
tion of sanitation in public 
places for 30 per cent of 
the points scored, Citizen’s 
feedback on sanitation 
parameters for 35 per cent 
and Service-level progress 
on sanitation progress in 
the country as per SBMG-
MIS: 35 per cent. The third 
parameter would be solely 
responsible for the PHED 
but the other two param-
eters would depend on 
citizens’ participation and 
awareness.

Availability of toilets, 
usage of sanitation facili-
ties, hygiene and main-
tenance of sanitation 

facilities, the status of lit-
tering in public place and 
status of stagnant water 
in localities are some of 
the parameters the Min-
istry will use during the 
survey. Public places will 
include schools, Angan-
wadis, public health cen-
tres, markets and places of 
religious worship.

Earlier, guest of hon-
our,  SDO (C)  Mekala 
Chaitanya Prasad, SDO 
(C) Mokokchung chal-
lenged the gathering that 
the District can achieve 
top performing districts 
if people have the zeal to 
achieve it.

Meanwhile, the PHED 
Mokokchung has ap-
pealed to the people of 
Mokokchung to down-
load SSG 18 app from 
Google Play Store and 
submit their feedback on 
key sanitation related pa-
rameters which will help 
in the district’s ranking. 
For queries, citizens may 
contact the consultant at 
8974803033.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
A new Urban Primary 
Health Centre (UPHC) for 
Tuensang was inaugurat-
ed Aug. 10, by the deputy 
commissioner of Tuen-
sang, Jamithung Lotha, 
who is also the chairman 
of district Health society 
Tuensang. 

Speaking at the inau-
gural programme,  the DC 
told the people to avail 
medical services in UPHC. 
He also requested all ward 
presidents to cooperate for 
betterment of UPHC.  

D r. T h a n g l o i ,  S P O 
(NHM), in his speech said 

that the centre will not 
served only nearby areas 
but also everyone to avail 
the services in UPHC. 

Nodal Officer, (NUHM) 
Dr.Puse Leigesie, said that 
the approval of the UPHC 
is to provide the facilities 
and outreach activities. He 
also advised the wards in 
town to form the women 
groups, so that they can 
disseminate proper infor-
mation to the community 
in order to improve health 
system.  He also requested 
the UPHC staff to work 
sincerely for the benefits 
of the people.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The ‘We Teach’ team went 
for two days observation 
and assessment visit to 
Konjong Hr. Sec. School in 
Mon on Aug. 9 and 10th. 
The visit is a part of assess-
ment of progress (AOP) of 
the faculties who are be-
ing trained under the We 
Teach teachers training 
programme.

The AOP was carried 
out to evaluate the per-
formance of the teachers 
under the programme and 
to give assessment feed-
backs for further improve-
ment in their teaching 
skills. 

A press release received 
from the team informed 

that the assessment was 
conducted in consulta-
tion with the school board 
members,  institution 
heads and through class-
room observation, stu-
dents’ performance and 
participations in classroom 
activities. The results are 
handed to the authorized 
head of the partner schools 
for any further actions nec-
essary.

It has informed that We 
Teach is an undertaking for 
training and hand-holding 
of school faculties under 
the initiatives of Communi-
ty Educational Centre Soci-
ety. It follows four strategies 
-transformed, equipped, 
skilled, and perform. 

Students of Pfutsero Government College seen here in ethnic attires during the literature and culture event.

STATE

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
Justice LS Jamir, judge of 
Gauhati High Court who 
is also the executive chair-
man of the Nagaland State 
Legal Services Author-
ity (NSLSA), on Aug. 10 
handed over compensa-
tory award of INR 33,65,000 
to 22 recipients under the 
Nagaland Victim Compen-
sation Scheme, 2012 at the 
conference hall of Gauhati 
High Court in Kohima.

The judge awarded the 
compensation to the fam-
ily members and care tak-
ers of three victims, while 
amount for the 19 victims 
will be handed over by the 
respective district legal 
services authorities to the 
family member and care 
taker of the victims, a press 
release received here on 
Friday from the legal au-
thority informed.

Delivering a speech, 

LS Jamir handing out compensations to representatives from the Kohima 
Destitute Home.

Neiteo Koza, project co-
ordinator of the NSLSA 
appraised that Govern-
ment of Nagaland had 
sanctioned INR 33,65,000 
as compensation under the 
Nagaland Victim Compen-
sation Scheme, 2012 to the 
22 ‘rightful’ beneficiaries. 

She informed that sev-
en applicants were rec-
ommended by Dimapur 
District Legal Services Au-
thority, two by Kohima 
District Legal Services Au-
thority, two by Mon District 
Legal Services Authority, 
three by Tuensang District 

Legal Services Authority, 
two by Phek District Legal 
Services Authority, two by 
Mokokchung District Le-
gal Services Authority, one 
each by Wokha, Kiphire, 
Zunheboto, and the Naga-
land State Legal Services 
Authority.

Neiteo Koza appealed 
the state government to 
earmark and maintain sep-
arate budget as per the Na-
galand Victim Compensa-
tion Scheme, 2012 so that 
if any recommendation is 
made by the legal services 
authority, the victims can 
be given interim relief to 
meet their needs such as 
medical care, counseling, 
and other necessities re-
quired for rehabilitation. 

She pointed out that 
keeping a separate budget 
will save the valuable time, 
resource of the state gov-
ernment in as much as 

helping the victims. 

N e w  c o m p e n s a t i o n 
scheme for women

Koza has informed that 
a new scheme for women is 
introduced by the NALSA’s 
compensation scheme for 
women victims/survivors 
of sexual assault or other 
crimes, 2018. She said that 
the Supreme Court has 
given directive to all the 
state governments, union 
territories to implement it 
since May 2018, to which 
the Nagaland state govern-
ment has also given a posi-
tive feedback and given 
assurance to implement it 
in the state.

Delivering the conclud-
ing remarks, Mezivolu T 
Therieh, member secre-
tary of the NSLSA thanked 
government of Nagaland 
for the timely release of 
the compensation, the 

judges presiding over the 
cases for doing justice to 
the family of the victim, 
public prosecutors and the 
investigation agencies for 
giving their best in going 
to the bottom of the case to 
prove that justice is done to 
the victim. 

Stating that such oc-
casion are solemn mo-
ments where we remember 
the victim survivors and 
those who passed on, she 
also lauded the victims for 
braving all odds to come 
forward and speak up their 
rights. 

Registrar and deputy 
registrar of the Gauhati 
High Court, Kohima Bench 
members of Childline, 
Kohima Orphanage and 
Destitute Home, Public 
Prosector Kohima, Panel 
Lawyers of NSLSA and Ko-
hima DLSA were present at 
the programme. 

Modern College introduces 
Mandarin language

Hongfei Xing delivering a lecture, at Modern College in Kohima.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
Modern College has intro-
duced Mandarin (Chinese) 
language courseearlier this 
month, as part of foreign 
language skills initiative. 
The course is first of its kind 
in the state to create glo-
bal awareness and provide 
global perspectives and op-
portunities to the students. 

Mandarin, also referred 
to as “Standard Chinese,” 
is the official language of 
China.

Hongfei Xing, the di-
rector of English Practice 
Center, University of Sci-
ence and Technology of 
China has been conduct-
ing classes as a foreign lan-
guage faculty. Xing has a 
master degree in Cross Cul-
tural Communication and 
has teaching experiences 
in the USA apart from her 
home country, the press 
release received here on 
Saturday mentioned.

It has informed that the 
course is being conducted 
for two periods on a daily 
basis. The course has been 

well received and this is 
evident from the enrol-
ment of students and fac-
ulty and from their usage 
of Mandarin to commu-
nicate within and outside 
of the classroom settings. 
The course has sought and 
incited active participation 
from the students where 
they have posed various 
questions ranging from 
language, education sys-
tem, livelihood and culture 
of the people of China. 
“Pleco”, a Chinese diction-
ary app has been provided 
to the students to aid and 
enhance their learning of 
Mandarin.

Cooking lesson is also 
incorporated into the cur-
riculum. Students are also 
taught on paper cutting 
and handicraft skills.

The college hopes that 
such endeavours will en-
courage students to incul-
cate a global mindset and 
seek for higher education 
and career opportunities 
beyond geographical bor-
ders.

portance of culture, the 
principal reminded the stu-
dents to uphold and pre-
serve one’s culture. “When 

we abandon our culture, 
we abandon our identity,” 
he added.

Various competitions 

such as solo, duet, male 
voice, extempore speech, 
debate, hurricanes, and 
drama were conducted.

No fakes please
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World’s Indigenous People’s 
Day observed in state 

Assam Rifles rebuts NSCN (IM)

DDLSA conducts law seminarClark’s college observes 46th foundation day AR conducts 
‘hunter’s conclave’

‘Teacher guides and evaluators’ 
workshop held in Phek

First Community Responder youths check in on town

Kohima Law College conducts prog. 

STATE

Participants at the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples at the NEISSR, on August 9. (Right) Kezhokhoto Savi with other resource persons at Japfu Christian College, 
at Kigwema in Kohima district.

Participants of a workshop with officials of the NCSC.

 (Left) First Community Responders (FCR) clearing clogged drainages along NH-29. (Right) FCR inspecting documents at the Chumukedima check gate.

Members of the faculty of Clark Theological College during its 46th foundation day celebrations on August 10.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
NEISSR observed the In-
ternational Day of Indig-
enous World’s People on 
August 9 2018 at NEISSR 
Conference Hall. 

The First Semester of 
MSW NEISSR performed 
a short play highlighting 
the rights of the indig-
enous people when they 
are exposed to the out-
side world. Dr Amit Das, 
Asst. Prof. and Longngan 
Buchem, MSW III Semes-
ter student spoke on the 
relevance of the day in 
asserting the indigenous 
peoples’ rights and neces-
sities of taking responsibil-
ities towards a sustainable 
future in the face of grow-
ing threats to the land and 
natural resources and of 
the climate change related 

looming disasters.
Quoting from UN 

s o u r c e s ,  L o n g n g a n 
Buchen highlighted ap-
proximately 370 mil-
lion Indigenous peoples 
worldwide making up 
more than 5,000 distinct 
tribes, spanning over 72 
countries while the indig-
enous peoples total only 
about 6% of the world’s 
population representing 
90% of the cultural diver-
sity. Indigenous peoples 
hold 20% of the earth’s 
land mass. 

Giving his concluding 
remarks, Dr. Fr. C.P., Anto 
Principal of the Institute, 
highlighted the privileges 
of the Art. 371/A namely 
the religious or social prac-
tices of the Nagas, Naga 
customary law and pro-

cedure, administration of 
civil and criminal justice 
involving decisions ac-
cording to Naga custom-
ary law and ownership 
and transfer of land and its 
resources. It provides ade-
quate protection and safe-
guards to indigenous/trib-
al populations, their lands, 
identities and cultures. 
Ending his short speech, 
he invited the students to 
understand the Consti-
tutional provisions of Art 
371 A to make the best 
of it in advancing rights 
of indigenous peoples in 
India in the contemporary 
context. And it is the duty 
of the social workers to 
empower and enlighten 
our people about it, stated 
a press release received 
from the NEISSR

Kohima Law College con-
ducted a programme on 
“Know Your Rights and 
Entitlement” –cum-ob-
servance of International 
Day of World’s Indigenous 

Peoples 2018’ on August 
9 2018 at the Chapel Hall 
of Japfu Christian College 
on the theme “Indigenous 
peoples’ migration and 
movement”.  The resource 

person were Sepikyu J 
Sangtam, Sezulo-u Losou, 
Temsunungsang Aier, Lim-
khushi Thongliu and Yan-
grothung Lotha who had 
covered several topics like  

DP-446

‘Consumer Rights, Envi-
ronment, Food Safety and 
Standard Act 2006, Street 
Vendors Act 2014, Public 
Services delivery system, 
Lokayukta, State Consum-
er helpline Toll Free No. 
1800-345-3701,Human 
Rights and National Food 
Security Act 2013’. 

The Professor-in-
charge of Kohima Law 
College  , Kezhokhoto Savi 
highlighted on the the sig-
nificance of the day and 
the importance of recog-
nition and protection of 
the rights of indigenous 
peoples in the world and 
also the provision of Ar-
ticle 371A of Indian Con-
stitution which protects 
the Naga indigenous in-
habitants of Nagaland as 
indigenous people. A new 
legislation namely ‘Street 
Vendors(Protection of 
Livelihood and Regula-
tion of Street Vending) 
Act 2014 is to create a 
conducive atmosphere 
for street vendors to do 
their business in dignity 
and provide livelihood 
protection to street ven-

dors across the country. 
“Earlier the Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers’ 
Organisation(NVCO) 
appealed the state gov-
ernment to implement 
this Act in the state so 
as the Hon’ble Governor 
of Nagaland P.B Acharya 
had also asked the state 
government to imple-
ment the Street Ven-
dors Act in the state at 
the earliest. Support to 
Urban Street Vendors is 
one of the components 
of National Urban Liveli-
hoods Mission(NULM) 
which aims at address-
ing the vulnerabilities of 
the urban street vendors 
through a multi-pronged 
approach,” stated a press 
release received here on 
aug. 11. 

The programme was 
led Asst. Professor of Japfu 
Christian College Athili 
Hopson Kaina, the wel-
come address was deliv-
ered by the Principal of 
Japfu Christian College Dr. 
Visakhonu Hibo and the 
invocation by Dr. A. Husca, 
stated the release. 

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): The PRO, Hq 
IGAR (N) today clarified on a recent 
raid on the residence of an NSCN (IM) 
functionary and stated that the raid was 
carried out by the 32 Assam Rifles and 
Nagaland police on Aug. 9 2018 basing 
on information about the presence of ‘an 
arms dealer/arms and ammunition in the 
house of Kishore Jeedung at Dhansaripar, 
Dimapur’. 

The Assam Rifles was reacting to a 
news item that appeared in local dailies 
where the NSCN (IM) condemned the 
raid in the residence of one of its func-
tionary. 

A rebuttal from the IGAR (N) stated 
that while interacting “with Kishore Jee-
dung the individual informed the Assam 
Rifles company commander that he is 
a card holder and a member of steering 

committee of NSCN (IM)’. 
“Consequently, the operation was not 

progressed any further and no search of 
the house was carried out by AR and the 
police as has been alleged,” the AR stated 
while adding that an ‘NOC’ was also ob-
tained from the individual. 

Saying that the security forces con-
ducted themselves in the most dignified 
manner with the individual and his fam-
ily, the release stated that the ‘allegation 
of 20-30 intruders with mask without 
insignia, deliberate violation of ceasefire 
ground rules, search of the house, forced 
signing of the No Objection Certificate 
by the occupant, man-handling of the 
son etc’ are “baseless devoid of evidence 
and is a deliberate attempt by the NSCN 
(IM) to tarnish the image of the Assam 
Rifles”. 

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
A district level workshop 
for Teacher Guides and 
Evaluators, National Chil-
dren’s Science Congress 
(NCSC), 2018 was held at 
Phek Government Col-
lege (PGC) on August 10 
in Phek town. A press 
statement on Saturday 
informed that the pro-
gramme was organised 
by Nagaland Institute of 
Health Environment and 
Social Welfare (NIHESW), 
Kohima. 

According to the press 

note, the programme was 
hosted by the children’s 
science congress, which 
was a programme of the 
National council for sci-
ence and technology com-
munication, Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST), Government 
of India. 

The updates informed 
that the district academic 
coordinator, Dr. Neilhou-
sano Nakhro, who pre-
sided the session gave a 
presentation on ‘Introduc-
tion of National Children’s 

Science Congress.’ 
The principal of PGC 

Dr. Vizovol Mekro, in-
formed about how the 
p r o g r a m m e  w a s  i n -
troduced in Nagaland, 
whereas, Forchiba Kichu, 
the district coordinator, 
spoke on ‘Role of Teacher 
Guides’. The press note 
mentioned that a second 
session was also conduct-
ed. The session was pre-
sided by Forchiba Kichu, 
during which Dr. Neilhou-
sano Nakhro gave a lecture 
on ‘Role of Evaluators’.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): Dimapur Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority (DDLSA) 
conducted legal awareness program at 
Delhi Public School in Dimapur on Au-
gust 10.

A press release on Saturday stated 
that Yanbemo Ngullie, a panel lawyer of 
DDLSA spoke about the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences Act (POC-
SO) Act. The act was formulated in order 
to effectively address sexual abuse and 
sexual exploitation of children. Ngullie 
said that the act was enacted in 2012. He 
explained that there are two offences un-
der the POCSO Act. The first offence is the 
touching offence, an offence committed 
by touching someone inappropriately. 
The second offence is the non-touching 
offence, an offence caused by showing 

obscene pictures and pornography. 
The press note mentioned that Visheli 

H Yeptho, also a panel lawyer of DDLSA 
stressed on anti ragging in the school 
which is prohibited by law. She high-
lighted briefly on fundamental rights 
and duties, and also on the rights of the 
arrested person. 

Another DDLSA’s panel lawyer Roko-
vitsu spoke about cyber crime stating that 
misusing of computer and internet was 
prohibited by law. 

Ajongba Imchen, the secretary of 
DDLSA stated, “We all are a part of nation 
building; we should know our funda-
mental rights and duties, to contribute 
ourselves in building our nation and also 
know our rights and be a responsible 
citizen.”Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): Clark 

Theological College, Mokokchung 
observed its 46th college foundation 
day on Saturday with well-known 
missionary Rev. Dr. T. Alemeren as 
the main speaker. 

A press note from the college in-
formed that  Rev. Dr. T Alememeren 
was the convener of the three mem-

ber committee - the other members 
being late Rev. Lanumeren, former 
executive secretary of ABAM and 
late Rev. I. Anang, the first principal 
of the college - instituted by ABAM 
to survey the possibilities of opening 
a theological college in 1971. ABAM 
(or Abam) is the abbreviation (or ac-
ronym) for Ao Baptist Arogo Mung-

dang (Ao Baptist Church Council). 
The release informed that on Aug 

10 1972, ‘the year when Ao Baptist 
Arogo Mungdang celebrated its 
hundred years of Christianity in 
Nagaland, the college christened as  
Clark Theological College, named 
after the first American missionary 
Dr. Edward W. Clark was born’. 

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The Tuensang Battalion 
of Assam Rifles organised 
a hunter’s conclave at Ja-
kphang company operat-
ing base in Tuensang on 
Saturday.

A press release from 
the Assam Rifles informed 
that the programme was 
organised to make the 
hunters aware of security 
related issues in the op-
erationally sensitive Indo–
Myanmar Border region of 
Mon district.

The programme also 
streamlined and adopted 
safety measure consider-
ing that hunting is a way 
to meet their daily needs 
for locals residing at the 
border. A total of 19 local 
hunters participated the 
conclave

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
A team of First Commu-
nity Responder (FCR) un-
der Angami Youth Organi-
zation (AYO) carried out 
various activities, includ-
ing massive clearance of 
clogged drains, assisting 
fire victim, and checking 
of possible influx of illegal 
immigrants and zonal taxi 
within its jurisdiction on 
Saturday.

According to a press re-
lease from the team, FCR 
AYO volunteers and the 

T Khel Union of Kohima 
village conducted massive 
social work stretching be-
tween Classic Island, Ko-
hima town, and National 
Highway–29. The elders of 
T Khel Union guided the 
volunteers in identifying 
the traditional river routes 
which were clogged due 
to random construction. 
The volunteers cleared up 
the blocked drainages and 
cleared routes.

A team of FCR AYO also 
responded by assisting in 

clearing debris of houses 
ravaged by fire at T Khel, 
Kohima Village in the af-
ternoon.

Meanwhile, Chakhro 
based AYO FCR team 
conducted intensive in-
vestigation throughout 
the day by checking doc-
uments of non-Nagas 
being ferried by taxis at 
the Chumukedima check 
gate. 

It included identity 
confirmation of various 
documents of non locals, 

ferrying excess taxi pas-
sengers, hiked taxi rates/
fares, driving license, taxi 
permit etc.

The invest igat ion 
was initiated “to curb the 
possible influx of illegal 
immigrants due to the 
fall out of the National 
Register of Citizens in As-
sam while scrupulous taxi 
drivers were taking un-
due advantage by hiking 
passenger fare due to the 
prevalent precarious situ-
ation triggered by land-

slides between Dimapur 
and Kohima,” the release 
issued.

The volunteers have 
detected various anoma-
lies including those trying 
to pass the gate without 
proper documents. 

It was also observed 
that several taxi drivers 
were without driving li-
cense and taxi permits. 
The FCR AYO handed over 
the defaulters to police for 
necessary action, the press 
release added.
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Vision document for digital Northeast launched; aims to enhance the ease of living
Meghalaya CM sets agenda for digital Northeast

Sonowal’s ‘Pandit Ravi Shankar’ 
gaffe embarrasses minister

2333 ILP violators detected in Arunachal 
since NRC complete draft in Assam

Cong. serves ultimatum to Arunachal govt. on TAH scamSet up mobile towers 
along Bangla border, 
Conrad urges Centre

Bru repatriation deferred, to start from Aug. 25

Guwahati, Aug. 11 (PTI): 
Union Minister  Ravi 
Shankar Prasad today 
released a vision docu-
ment for a ‘digital North-
east’ that aims to improve 
people’s lives by capacity 
building of government 
staff, and doubling BPO 
strength in the region.

Unveiling the plans 
under the ‘Digital North 
East: Vision 2022’, he said 
the document emphasises 
leveraging digital technol-
ogies to transform lives of 
people of the northeastern 
states and enhance the 
ease of living.

A cloud hub for the 
northeast will be set up 
in Guwahati and capacity 
building for 50,000 gov-
ernment staff will be taken 
up using digital technolo-
gies, the Union electronics 
and IT minister said.

The number of seats 
planned for BPOs in the 
northeastern states will be 
doubled to 10,000 while 
the network of common 
service centres will be ex-
panded to cover all vil-
lages, Prasad said.

The minister said that 
he had asked the officials 
of his ministry to prepare 
a comprehensive digital 
plan for the entire north-
eastern region, with dig-
ital profiles of all the eight 
states, highlighting the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of each one of them.

Inaugurating a new 
BPO at world’s largest river 
island Majuli, Prasad said 
the government will pro-

vide INR 1 lakh subsidy to 
all BPO centres coming up 
in small cities across the 
northeastern states.

“We want to strength-
en the digital power of 
villages. We are now see-
ing that people are com-
ing back from big cities to 
their hometowns,” he said.

Asserting that there are 
issues related to connec-
tivity in region, the Prasad 
said enough bandwidth 
would be provided for the 
states and an “e-pragati” 
project will be launched to 
connect the region.

“I also request all chief 
ministers to identify hospi-
tals. We are going to make 
them e-hospitals. Digital 
Seva is most important in 
digital India,” he said, add-
ing the government is also 
developing e-classrooms 
in medical colleges at Shil-
long, Guwahati, Dibru-
garh, Dimapur, Imphal 
and Agartala, while a free 
space optical fibre project 
is being launched in Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

According to the vision 
document, high-speed 
broadband connectivity 
will be will be provided in 
all the uncovered villages 
in the northeastern region.

With an aim to em-
power the people of the 
northeastern region, the 
vision document identi-
fied eight digital thrust 
areas -- digital infrastruc-
ture, digital services, dig-
ital empowerment, pro-
motion of electronics 
manufacturing, promo-

pti

Ravi Shanker Prasad addressing a programme, ‘Digital Northeast: Vision Northeast 2022,’ in Guwahati on 
Saturday. 
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Wins easily
 6. Adhesive strip
 10. Highest point of achievement
 14. Cause to fire
 15. See
 16. Large marine fish
 17. Country house
 18. Vaulted room in a church
 19. “In the original place”
 20. Compounds formed from 

repeating smaller molecules
 22. Picturesque
 24. In a high degree
 25. Priest’s cassock
 26. Providing weapons
 29. Actress Deborah ____
 30. Means of control
 31. African missionary doctor Albert 

__________
 37. Genus of nut-bearing deciduous 

trees
 39. Actress Charlotte ___
 40. Sporting venue
 41. Holds ones attention
 44. Ferrous
 45. Mineral-bearing rocks
 46. Approach boldly
 48. People without skin pigment
 52. Southwestern state
 53. Laden
 54. Insurance companies
 58. Team game played on horseback
 59. Tins
 61. Sunken Italian liner Andrea 

_____
 62. Back of the foot
 63. Whale
 64. Wrong or out of order
 65. Increases
 66. Remain
 67. Plants of the onion family 

DOWN
 1. “Please respond”

 2. Midwestern state
 3. Gangster’s female 

companion
 4. A plastic
 5. Produces pollen in a 

flower
 6. Weepy
 7. Vipers
 8. An additional postscript
 9. Blemish
 10. Valuable thing
 11. Large Asian country
 12. French for “Morning”
 13. Bring out or develop

 21. Units of energy
 23. Papal court
 25. Stitched
 26. Circle fragments
 27. Harvest
 28. Swampy ground
 29. Genghis and Kublai
 32. Weeps
 33. Of 3 colors
 34. None or nil
 35. Son of Seth (Bible)
 36. Speak loudly
 38. Without company 42. 

Denver football team

 43. College entrance exams
 47. Like a tail
 48. 1st Greek letter
 49. Relieved oneself (British 

slang)
 50. Bundled
 51. False gods
 52. Retract
 54. Native of Peru
55. Great Lake
56. Possibility of loss or 

danger
57. Impudence
60. Product of creativity
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tion of IT and IT enabled 
services including BPOs, 
digital payments, innova-
tion & startups, and cyber 
security.

State-wise roadmaps 
have been developed for 
implementing digital ini-
tiatives.

The document was re-
leased in the presence of 
chief ministers of Assam, 
Meghalaya and Tripuram, 
and senior government 
officials.

Coinciding with the 
unveiling of the Vision 
Document, several other 
projects were launched for 
the Northeastern states.

Three parallel sessions 

were held in the morning, 
comprising a networking 
workshop on hub-and-
spoke model for the BPOs, 
a session on expanding the 
role and reach of common 
service centres and anoth-
er session on government 
e-market place.

Before the event, Pras-
ad and Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal 
laid the foundation stone 
for a common facilitation 
centre and smart meter 
manufacturing facility at 
the Electronics Manufac-
turing Cluster (EMC) in 
Tech City at Bongara vil-
lage, near here.

“We are trying to pro-

mote electronic manu-
facturing here. We want 
to make India big in this. 
Electronics is going to be 
an important component 
of economic develop-
ment,” Prasad said.

On India’s target of 
becoming a trillion-dol-
lar digital economy, the 
Union minister said the 
northeast will contribute 
significantly to this.

“We aim to achieve 
this target in the next five 
to seven years. This will 
give 50 to 75 lakh jobs in 
the digital sector. All big 
companies are coming to 
India, which is becoming 
big globally,” he said.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma today 
pushed the agenda of dig-
ital transformation at the 
historic launch of Digital 
Northeast 2022 in Guwa-
hati.

According to a press 
release from the chief 
minister office, Sangma 
said that the state govern-
ment has approved an 
amount of INR 35 crore 
for construction of Phase-I 
of the Shillong Tech Park 

Building. This building is 
located at the sprawling 80 
Acres Tech Park campus in 
New Shillong Township.

He said that the state 
is making life easier for its 
citizens while accessing 
government services and 
to increase transparency, 
the state government has 
implemented numerous 
e-services initiatives. “I am 
happy to inform that the 
e-District Mission Mode 
Project alone with 9 serv-
ices on offer to citizens, 

has been able to digitally 
process more that 1.5 lakh 
applications and issue 
end-to-end electronic cer-
tificates to our citizens”.

He also urged the cen-
tral government to expe-
dite the implementation 
of the “Comprehensive 
Telecom Development 
Plan” and the “Bharat-
Net” projects so that the 
citizens of Meghalaya can 
have equitable access to 
reliable and high quality 
connectivity.

Guwahati, Aug. 11 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
addressed Union minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad as 
“Pandit Ravi Shankar,”  
leaving the senior BJP 
leader embarrassed.

“I would like to spe-
cially thank Pandit Ravi 
Shankarji,” Sonowal said 
in the beginning of his 
speech at the launch of the 
“Digital North East Vision 
2022” document here.

Pandit Ravi Shankar 
was a sitar maestro, who 
passed away in 2012.

However, Prasad, who 
was sitting on the dais, 
was quick to interrupt 
Sonowal. “Ah, you made 
me Pandit!” he quipped, 

evoking a round of laugh-
ter from the audience that 
included Sonowal’s coun-
terparts from Meghalaya 
and Tripura, along with a 
host of other ministers and 
senior bureaucrats.

Rectifying himself, 
Sonowal continued with 
his speech, mentioning 
the proper name and 
designation of the Union 
information technology 
minister.

However, the chief 
minister tried to defend 
the blooper in the con-
cluding part of his speech.

“I am sorry for call-
ing you (Prasad) in that 
way. But whenever I pro-
nounce your name, I have 
the tendency to call you as 

Pandit. God has been kind 
enough to bless you with 
such wisdom, maturity 
and courage. You do every-
thing so sincerely. I always 
feel so (addressing you as 
Pandit),” he said.

In his speech, Sonowal 
highlighted Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s ini-
tiatives in developing the 
north-east, especially the 
connectivity.

W i t h o u t  n a m i n g 
former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh, he said, 
“Our representative re-
mained as prime minister 
for 10 years, but he did 
not launch any exemplary 
scheme for the north-
east.”  Singh was a Rajya 
Sabha MP from Assam.

Itanagar, Aug. 11 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
Police have detected 2,333 
Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
violators across the NE 
state since the publication 
of the complete draft of 
the National Register of 
Citizens in neighbouring 
Assam, state top police of-
ficial said.

Papum Pare district ac-
counted for the maximum 
number of 663 violators, 
the sources said adding 
Papum Pare(capital) re-
ported a total 532 cases, 
while Papum Pare (Rural) 
accounted for 131 cases, 
he said.

Remote Kra Daadi dis-
trict has not reported any 
ILP violation during the 

period. The complete list 
of the citizen’s register, 
touted to be the proof of 
Assamese identity, was 
published on July 30.

T h e  f i g u re s  w e re 
shared by the Director 
General of Police (DGP) S 
B K Singh in the state cabi-
net meeting held under 
the chairmanship of Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu on 
Friday.

West Kameng district 
occupied the second spot 
in reference to ILP viola-
tors reporting 354 such 
cases. The border districts 
of Tawang and Anjaw re-
corded four and five cases 
respectively, he said.

Ever since the publi-
cation of complete draft 

of NRC in Assam, all the 
district superintendents of 
police in Arunachal were 
directed to check thor-
oughly the entry points to 
the state, an official com-
minique informed here 
today. The SPs were also 
asked to check the ILPs at 
places like building con-
struction sites, agricultural 
fields, motor workshops, 
restaurants and dhabas.

SPs of the districts are 
personally monitoring the 
checking of ILP on daily 
basis and reports are be-
ing collected every day, 
the communique added. 
The DGP also apprised 
the cabinet about the de-
tails of action being taken 
against the ILP violators by 

the police.
The Cabinet expressed 

satisfaction over the meas-
ures taken but directed 
that ILP checking should 
continue intensively on a 
daily basis. Accordingly, 
the district SPs have again 
been instructed to pay 
personal attention to the 
ILP checking, the commi-
nique added.

The ILP is an official 
travel document issued by 
the Government of India 
to allow inward travel of an 
Indian citizen into a pro-
tected area for a limited 
period. It is obligatory for 
Indian citizens from out-
side those states to obtain 
a permit for entering into 
the protected state.

Itanagar, Aug. 11 (PTI): Arunach-
al Pradesh Congress Committee 
(APCC) president Takam Sanjoy has 
served a 10-day ultimatum to the 
state government to grant justice to 
all victims of the Trans-Arunachal 
Highway (TAH) compensation pay-
ment scam. “Our party has submit-
ted a memorandum to the state 
governor and chief minister through 

chief secretary mentioning about 
the ultimatum served yesterday 
to take follow up actions,” Sanjoy 
told reporters here. If justice is not 
granted within the given deadline, 
Congress will be forced to launch a 
series of movement till the goal is 
achieved, he said last evening.

The APCC has reiterated its de-
mand to hand over the case to the 

CBI as the Special Investigation Cell 
(SIC) of the state police is “not com-
petent” to probe the scam involving 
INR  246 crore, he said. Former Low-
er Subansiri Deputy Commissioner 
Kemo Lollen, former Land Revenue 
and Settlement Officer Bharat Ligu 
and a businessman Likha Maj were 
arrested last month in connection 
with the scam, the police said.

Guwahati, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma on Satur-
day appealed to the Central 
government to remove the 
bottlenecks for setting up 
mobile towers along the Indo-
Bangladesh border to ensure 
better connectivity in border 
areas.

“Due to network problem, 
the Border Security Force (BSF) 
deployed in Indo-Bangladesh 
border uses SIM cards of Bang-
ladesh-based mobile compa-
nies,” said Sangma, adding 
that it poses a threat to India’s 
security.

“While Indian telecom 
companies are penalised if 
their signals cross the border, 
signals from the Bangladesh 
side come to India,” Sangma 
said while speaking at a func-
tion here to mark the launch 
of Digital Northeast: Vision 
2022.

Due to the penalty im-
posed on Indian telecom 
companies, they do not set 
up mobile towers along the 
international border so the 
jawans have to unwillingly use 
mobile networks from other 
countries, which adds to their 
call costs.

Aizawl/Agartala, Aug. 11 (PTI): The 
final repatriation of 5,407 Bru refugee 
families from Tripura to Mizoram, 
scheduled to start from August 14, was 
deferred to August 25, a Mizoram home 
department official said here today.

However, the refugees have staged 
demonstrations in camps saying their 
demands for more sops were not con-
ceded.

The Mizoram official said the de-
ferment was due to unpreparedness 
of a section of the inmates of the relief 
camps at Kanchanpur sub-division in 
North Tripura district.

As per the revised plan, the repa-
triation process was expected to be 
completed by September 25 and not 
September 10, as scheduled earlier, he 
said. The decision that the repatriation 
would start from August 25 was made 
at a meeting attended by officials of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), 
governments of Tripura and Mizoram 
and others yesterday, Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate of North Tripura Aditi 
Majumder said.

However, Bru refugees demonstrat-
ed in their camps saying the MHA offi-
cials did not concede to their demands 
of of an Area Development Council 
(ADC) for them, cluster villages, one-
time cash assistance and increased 
land allotment for agriculture and 
sustenance.

“The MHA officials have straighta-
way denied these demands and said 
nothing more than the assurances 
made in the agreement with central 
government can be given,” Mizoram 

Bru Displaced Peoples Coordination 
Committee (MBDPCC) president L 
Laldingliana said.

The MBDPCC is a new organisa-
tion, while the Mizoram Bru Displaced 
Peoples Forum (MBDPF) had signed 
the July 3 agreement with Centre and 
governments of Mizoram and Tripura 
for repatriation of over 32,000 Bru 
refugees. As per the agreement, the 
refugees would be given a package of 
INR 1.5 lakh for housing assistance, 
INR 4 lakh for sustenance, free ration 
for 2 years and INR 5,000 per month.

The cash assistance would be pro-
vided after three years of uninterrupted 
stay in Mizoram and housing assist-
ance would be given in three instal-
ments. A video of people agitating in 
refugee camps at Kanchanpur against 
the repatriation offer has become viral.

Altogether 32,876 Brus belonging 
to 5,407 families are lodged in six relief 
camps in Tripura.

The Brus are in Tripura since late 
1997 in the wake of a communal ten-
sion triggered by the murder of a forest 
guard inside the Dampa Tiger Reserve 
on October 21, 1997 by Bru National 
Liberation Front militants.

The first attempt to repatriate them 
in 2009 failed and triggered another 
wave of exodus after the killing of 
a youth three days before the com-
mencement of the repatriation process.

Though some Bru families had 
returned to Mizoram during a number 
of repatriation processes and on their 
own, many of them refused to leave 
Tripura.
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Fund inflows, Q1 results lift equity 
indices to fresh benchmarks 

District planning boards hold monthly meeting

Phek, Zunheboto gear up for 
measles-rubella vaccine campaign

Renault’s new KWID 2018 
launched in Dimapur

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
District task force meet-
ing on measles-rubella 
vaccination campaign 
was held on August 10 
in the office of the dep-
uty commissioner, Phek, 
in the presence of EAC 
Phek, Luchui Fithu.

Addressing the mem-
bers, DPO RCH/ UIP, 
Dr. Kolhitso Khalo had 
briefed the status of pre-
campaign preparation 
to the members. He re-
quested the administra-
tion and allied depart-
ment officials at the block 
levels to inspect the ses-
sion sites during the MR 
vaccination campaign.

Dr. Prafull Singh, RRT 
WHO, highlighted the 
house on the upcoming 
workshop programmes 
for ANMs, ASHAs and 
Anganwadi workers. The 
allied departments and 
Assam Rifles have also 
highlighted their activi-
ties and assured of their 
full cooperation.

Dr. Vethihulu, deputy 
chief medical officer, 
and representatives from 
school education depart-
ment, medical officers, 
AR, DPM, BPM, and DCM 
attended the meeting.

In a related pro-
gramme, a one-day sen-
sitisation meeting for 
principals and nodal 
teachers on measles-
rubella vaccination cam-
paign under Zunheboto 
sadar was held on August 
9 in the CMO’s office, 
Zunheboto.

Dr. Mulasato Key-
ho, medical officer in-
charge of Asuto PHC, had 
briefed on the objectives 
of the workshop and en-
couraged all participants 
to work hand in hand. 
He motivated the partici-
pants to work with dedi-
cation and sincerity for 
the success of upcoming 
campaign. 

Shekho Sophie, dis-
trict media officer, fa-
cilitated the participants 

on the status of MR in 
the country, elimination 
strategies and basic op-
erational plans for mea-
sles-rubella vaccination 
campaign. 

He also briefed on 
the importance of advo-
cacy with the stakehold-
ers and social mobilisa-
tion. He further stressed 
on capacity building of 
community and media 
management.

Dr. Shikatoli Achumi, 
MO, RBSK, had briefed 
about the AEFI treat-
ment/ management dur-
ing MR campaign, while 
Dr. Imsongienla, MO, 
RBSK, stressed on organ-
ising vaccination sites 
including injection safety 
and waste management 
during MR campaign.

Principals, head 
teachers, administrators 
and teachers in-charge of 
government and private 
schools under Zunhe-
boto Sadar attended the 
meeting. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 11: The 
newly launched Renault’s 
KWID 2018 feature load-
ed range made its way to 
Dimapur on Aug. 11 after 
announcing its launch on 
Aug. 1 in New Delhi. 

The KWID 2018 was 
launched at its Purana 
Bazaar’s showroom by 
the relationship manager 
of Medium Enterprises, 
State Bank of India, Ab-
hay Kumar Lakra in the 

presence of Director of 
Renault Dimapur, Sameer 
Mansuri. 

In addition to the ex-
isting features, the KWID 
2018 includes segments, 
such as, integrated reverse 
parking camera, rear arm 
rest, rear 12V socket for 
passenger convenience. 
It is available at both the 
manual and automated 
transmissions with eight 
trim options.  

The warranty for this 

newly launched KWID 
2018 is four years or one 
lakh km whichever is 
sooner. The product is 
available in six colours in-
cluding – red, grey, silver, 
white, bronze, and blue. 

The price starts from 
INR 2, 90799 and goes 
upto INR 4, 77399 lakh. 

The KWID 2018 fea-
ture loaded range was 
introduced against its 
competitors, such as, Eon, 
Datsun, Alto K10, Celerio.  

Wokha, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) monthly meet-
ing of  Wokha district was 
conducted on Aug. 9 at 
deputy commissioner’s 
office. The meeting was 
presided over by its vice 
chairman, Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon.

An update from DIPR 
informed that the board 
reviewed last meeting‘s  
minutes. The board ap-
proved to upgrade the ex-
tra assistant commissioner 
headquarters to that of 
sub-divisional officer (civ-
il) Sungro administrative 
headquarter. 

The proposal submit-
ted by EAC Lotsu for con-
struction of new office 
building was deliberated 
where the chairman di-
rected Civil Administrative 
Works Division to prepare 
technical estimate and 
submit at the earliest for 
onward submission to 
higher authority for rec-
ommendation.

Chief Medical Officer 
Wokha, Dr.Robin Lotha 
informed the board of 
absence of doctor at Moi-
lan. He informed that the 
medical officer is on study 
leave and said that he had 
already discussed the mat-
ter to higher authority for 
posting of temporary doc-
tor until the concerned 
doctor completes his 
study.

Lotha also said that 
the board under Ralan 
area has only three Pri-
mary Health Centres and 
stated that one more 
centre is required. He re-
quested the villages un-
der the area to submit 
representation for on-
ward submission to the 
government for approval.

For construction and 
installation of Transmis-
sion Centres at Sanis, 
Sungro, and Lakhuti, the 
executive engineer (EE) for 
Power, Abenthung Ngullie, 
informed the board that 
Sanis Transmission Cen-
tres has already been con-
structed and operational. 
Whereas, for Sungro and 
Lakhuti, he has submitted 
the proposal to higher au-
thority which is already in 
pipeline, the report stated.

For submission of 
project estimate for water 
supply at middle range 
consisting of 15 villages in-
cluding Sungro town and 
Aree Old and New villages, 
the EE for Public Health 
Engineering department 
(PHED) apprised that the 
same estimated project is 
being submitted for ap-
proval. He appealed the 
entire villagers to extend 
support for proper water 
supply.

In regard to creation of 
a Wild Range at Sanis area, 
the Advisor for Horticul-
ture, Mhathung Yanthan, 
mentioned that maximum 
presence of wild elephant 
is at Sanis area and ex-
pressed the need to have 

BUSINESS / STATE

Khehovi speaking at the monthly DPDB meeting at Zunheboto on Aug. 10.

Abhay Kumar Lakra (L) and Sameer Mansuri (R) pose for lens with the newly launched KWID 2018 at its 
showroom in Dimapur on Aug. 11.

Mumbai, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Healthy inflow of foreign 
funds, along with do-
mestic political develop-
ments and positive global 
cues, lifted the Indian 
equity indices to fresh 
weekly record highs in 
the trade ended Friday. 

Additionally, IMF’s 
prediction of healthy eco-
nomic growth, combined 
with better-than-expect-
ed quarterly results and 
low crude oil prices, aid-
ed the two key indices 
-- S&P BSE Sensex and 
NSE Nifty50 -- to make 
substantial gains.

On a weekly basis, the 
S&P BSE Sensex closed at 
37,869.23 points, higher 
by 313.07 points or 0.82 
per cent from its previous 
close.

The positive senti-
ment pushed the ba-
rometer index to a fresh 
intra-day record high of 
38,076.23 points and a 
closing high of 38,024.37 
points during the trade 
week ended Friday.

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 on the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) 
made gains. It ended at 
11,429.50 points, higher 
by 68.7 points or 0.58 per 
cent from its previous 
close.

The Nifty50 made a 
fresh intra-day record 
high of 11,495.20 points 
a n d  c l o s i n g  h i g h  o f 
11,470.70 points.

However, the market 
breadth was negative in 
four out of the five trad-
ing sessions of the week, 
indicative of the current 
buying bias towards the 
large cap stocks.

“Markets rallied fur-
ther this week to close 
at new lifetime highs. 
Selling pressure seen 
towards the end of the 
week curbed the gains,” 
HDFC Securities’ Retail 
Research Head Deepak 
Jasani, told IANS. 

“Sectorally, top gain-
ers were metal, Bank 
Nifty, media and energy 
indices. The top losers 

were pharma and infra 
indices.”

According to Geojit 
Financial Services’ Head 
of Research Vinod Nair: 
“Consolidation in oil 
prices and in-line Q1 re-
sults were the key reason 
for a trend reversal in 
domestic market.”

“Sectors like NBFC, 
IT, FMCG were best per-
forming sectors whereas 
worst performers were 
auto and cement. We are 
likely to see continuation 
of this momentum in the 
near term supported by 
improvement in earn-
ings and reversal in FIIs 
flows.”

In addition, senti-
ments were buoyed after 
the IMF in its “country re-
port” said the near-term 
macro-economic outlook 
is broadly favourable for 
India and the election of 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) government’s 
candidate Harivansh 
Narayan Singh as the 
Deputy Chairman of the 

Rajya Sabha. 
However, on Friday 

geo-political concerns 
over global protectionist 
measures

and profit booking 
pulled both the major 
equity indices lower.

“Market has gained 
pace due to sustained 
c a p i t a l  i n f l o w  a n d 
healthy earnings,” SMC 
Investments & Advisors’ 
Chairman and Managing 
Director D.K. Aggarwal 
told IANS.

“On the flip side, the 
Indian rupee was also 
weak against US dol-
lar amid risk aversion 
spurred by geopolitical 
tensions between the US 
and other countries.”

On the currency front, 
the rupee closed at 68.83 
on Friday, weakened by 
22 paise from its previous 
week’s close of 68.61 per 
greenback.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign insti-

tutional investors bought 
scrip worth Rs 992.18 
crore, while the domes-
tic institutional inves-
tors sold stocks worth Rs 
301.43 crore in the past 
week.

T h e  t o p  w e e k l y 
Sensex gainers  were 
ICICI Bank (up 7.66 per 
cent at Rs 328.15); Axis 
Bank (up 7.19 per cent 
at Rs 615.65); Tata Steel 
(up 3.68 per cent at Rs 
575.55); Yes Bank (up 2.38 
per cent at Rs 383); and 
Mahindra and Mahindra 
(up 2.76 per cent at Rs 945 
per share). 

The major losers were 
Sun Pharmaceutical In-
dustries (down 5.34 per 
cent at Rs 553.60 ); Adani 
Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone (down 5.33 
per cent at Rs 378.45); 
Tata Motors (down 3.29 
per cent at Rs 250.25); 
Bajaj Auto (down 2.13 
per cent at Rs 2,631.25); 
and Larsen and Toubro 
(down 2.05 per cent at Rs 
1,264.90 per share).

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 11th August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-342/18   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Zachamo Ngullie -Vrs- Chenithung Ngullie resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before …………..
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Zachamo Ngulie
Village/Block No: 10, Patta No: 588
Dag No: 522/666, Area: 00B-02K-17Ls
North: Kachari Gaon, South: FSL Complex, 
East: Zachao Ngullie, West: Mhao Ngullie

NOTICE

D-5864

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 11th August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-339/18   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Yanphyo Lotha -Vrs- Y. Nchumbemo Lotha resident of Rilan 
Village Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before ………………
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Y. Nchumbemo Lotha
Village/Block No: 10, Patta No: 478
Dag No: 291/551, Area: 00B-00K-19Ls
North: Nzio Lotha, South: Khondao Lotha, 
East: Ritso Lotha, West: Forest

NOTICE

D-5865

I, SHADMA KOYA (OLD 
NAME) SHOULD BE 

KNOWN AS, SADMA 
KHAN (NEW NAME) BY 
AFFIDAVIT NO.374/18, 

DT: 08.08.2018. D
-5
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CHANGE OF NAME

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

TUENSANG: NAGALAND
(GAB/LR Branch)

No. GAB/RV-2/2018-19/ 1278  Dated Tuensang the 6th August 2018.

NOTIFICATION
Whereas this office has received related documents forwarded by Adhoc Chairman Eshou Village 
Council for recognition of proposed ESHOU Village under Tuensang Sadar of Tuensang District.
And whereas the area of the proposed ESHOU Village for recognition as per survey report is 
1002 Acres with the following boundaries:- 

1. North : Deimoubou Nallah-Khudei Village
2. South : Okthim Nallah-Nangpong Village
3. East : Naoyangkhun Nallah-Tuensang Village
4. West : Deishu Nallah-Helipong Village. 

I. Shri. L. Jamithung Lotha Deputy Commissioner, Tuensang do hereby issue this public notice 
that claim/objection if any, for recognition of the said village may be given in writing within 
30 (Thirty) days from the date of issue of this notice by any claimant to the undersigned, 
otherwise, the said village will be taken up for recognition under the procedure as laid down by 
the Government. 
The public notice will come into force wef the date of issue of this notification. 

(L.JAMITHUNG LOTHA)
Deputy Commissioner

TuensangD-5867

Zbt. DC urges police officers to be 
diligent in dealing with juveniles 

Shanavas along with district child protection unit and police officials.

Dimapur, Aug. 11 (EMN): 
The District Child Protec-
tion Unit (DCPU) Zunhe-
boto, department of Social 
Welfare, conducted a sen-
sitisation and coordina-
tion meeting with Special 
Juvenile Police Unit and 
Child Welfare officer on 
Thursday at Superintend-
ent of Police (SP) Confer-
ence Hall in Zunheboto.

An update from the 
DIPR informed that the 
programme was conduct-
ed for the improvement of 
investigation while deal-
ing with children related 
issues.

Deputy Commissioner 
Zunheboto Shanavas C, 
who is also the chairman 
of DCPU, while speak-
ing at the meeting said 
that there are four factors 
leading a child to crime 
namely: “his or her envi-
ronment, economic con-
ditions, lack of education, 

and lack of parental care 
and also social traumas 
leads to repetitive behav-
iour.” 

He requested the po-
lice officers present at the 
meeting to deal with out-
most care while dealing 
with the juveniles. He said 
that the DCPU should 
conduct similar type of 
seminars at the outposts 
and villages to sensitise 
the people.

SP Zunheboto T Uniel 
Kichu said that ‘in the past 
two or three years child re-
lated cases are on the rise 
and that Zunheboto has a 
juvenile unit and they try 
their best to handle the 
case as per the law.’

The resource person 
of the meeting J Khetoholi 
Yepthomi, probation of-
ficer DCPU, spoke on the 
roles and responsibilities 
of Special Juvenile Police 
Unit and child welfare 

officers. She apprised the 
officers on pre production 
action of police and other 
agencies under Rules 8 of 
JJ Act 2015. 

Ye p t h o m i  a l s o  re-
quested the SP and DC 
Zunheboto on the need 
of child-friendly corner 
or premises in Zunhe-
boto police station. She 
also stressed on the need 
for separate entrance for 
child, provision of toilet, 
water, and to display the 
list of police officials who 
will be dealing with the 
child related issues. 

Further, Yepthomi also 
apprised the police offic-
ers on the procedure of 
investigation while deal-
ing with ‘children in need 
of care and protection’ 
and ‘Centre of Child and 
the Law’ cases such as 
the presumption and de-
termination of age under 
section 94 of JJ Act 2015.

the office established for 
which the board agreed.

For construction of 
retaining wall for DPDB 
conference hall, the board 
decided to take up the 
construction work un-
der National Disaster Re-
sponse Force. 

The board also ap-
proved to look into the 
affairs of Doyang Hydro 
Electric Project, settle-
ment of land issues, main-
tenance of law and order 
situation, revival of ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner headquarter Doy-
ang.

The PHED and Rural 
Development were asked 
to take up the matters for 
construction of CC Cir-
cular Road and rainwater 
harvesting tank at Yonchu-
cho village.

District Programme 
Associate Mercy Kithan 
gave a brief report of 
Wokha District Disaster 
Management Authority’s 
visit to flood affected vil-
lages under Bhandari sub-
division on Aug. 5. She 
said that the visiting team 
distributed emergency re-
lief fund, relief materials, 
and basic essential com-
modities to address the 
immediate needs of those 
affected and displaced. 

Dr. Samoon also di-
rected the allied depart-
ments to visit the affected 
place and prepare assess-
ment damage report.

Further, he appealed 
all employees, colonies, 

wards, and general public 
to take part in the mass 
social work scheduled to 
be held on Aug. 11 at 8:00 
am and added that attend-
ance for all government 
employees will be taken 
on that day and action will 
be initiated against the ab-
sentees. He also requested 
all head of offices to do-
nate books for the district 
public library which was 
recently inaugurated, the 
DIPR informed.
Tuensang: Tuensang 
DPDB monthly meeting 
held on Aug. 10 at DC’s 
conference hall under the 
chairmanship of L. Jamit-
hungLotha, vice chairman 
of the borad.

After reviewing the last 
month meeting minutes, 
the board discussed and 
approved for the creation 
of Tsuthu village under 
Shamator circle, registra-
tion of Trongtsa Cultural 

Society Yakor village, 
opening of new branch 
office of printing and sta-
tionery at Tuensang. The 
house also discussed on 
the road conditions in and 
around Tuensang district. 
The department of Health 
and Family Welfare, Tuen-
sang presented the depart-
mental activities.

The board reviewed 
on road situation in and 
around Tuensang dis-
trict where Menanglep-
den, EE(R&B) informed 
that the road blocked be-
tween Noksen-Tuensang, 
Chessor-Helipong and 
Tuensang-Longleng will 
be cleared in two days. The 
Chairman also informed 
that the interested depart-
ments can come forward 
and open exhibition stall 
for the forthcoming Inde-
pendence Day. 
Zunheboto: The monthly 
meeting of the DPDB Zun-
heboto was also held on 
Aug. 10 at DC’s conference 
hall in Zunheboto with 
chairman of the board, 
Khehovi.

The board observed a 
minute of silence for the 
victims of natural calami-
ties in Nagaland along 
with a prayer said by Rev. 
Hukugha, Executive Secre-
tary SBAK Nito Mount.

Last month’s meeting 
was reviewed and finaliz-
ing of LADP 2018-19 was 
done. Up gradation of 
Town Council, Suruhuto 

from Ad-hoc Town Coun-
cil was agreed to by the 
house. Proposal for upgra-
dation of Satakha PHC to 
CHC was deliberated and 
approved for further proc-
ess by the government. 

CMO Zunheboto, Dr. 
CW Tungoe gave a Power-
Point presentation on the 
activities of the Medical 
department where he also 
highlighted the grievances 
of the department such as 
the need for a new CMO 
building at Zunheboto 
and complete electrical 
wiring of the District Hos-
pital Zunheboto. During 
the discussion, ADC Sata-
kha requested for a regu-
lar Doctor at PHC Satakha 
and he also mentioned 
that Satoi under Satakha 
has been completely cut 
off by landslides and that 
NSDMA will airdrop es-
sential commodities on 
10th August 2018.

DC Zunheboto, Shana-
vas C, informed the mem-
bers that the administra-
tion submitted a detailed 
report on the drowning of 
5 children at Aghunato to 
the government and that 
the state government is 
going to give ex-gratia to 
the victims’ family.

The chairman at the 
meeting informed that 
Tourism Day will be ob-
served on Sept. 27 under 
the theme “Tourism and 
Culture protection”.
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Help from Heaven

BIBLE READ:  JOSHUA 10:6–15
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel! 
~  Joshua 10:14

SOS, the Morse code signal, was created in 1905 because sailors needed a way to indicate extreme distress. The 
signal gained notoriety in 1910 when used by the sinking ship Steamship Kentucky, saving all forty-six people aboard.

While SOS may be a more recent invention, the urgent cry for help is as old as humanity. We hear 
it often in the Old Testament story of Joshua, who faced opposition from fellow Israelites (Joshua 9:18) 
and challenging terrain (3:15–17) for more than fourteen years as the Israelites slowly conquered and 
settled the land God had promised them. During this struggle “the Lord was with Joshua” (6:27).

In Joshua 10, the Israelites go to the aid of the Gibeonites, allies of Israel who were being attacked 
by five kings. Joshua knew that he needed the Lord’s help to defeat so many powerful enemies (v. 12). 
God responded with a hailstorm, even stopping the sun in the middle of the sky to give Israel more time 
to defeat the enemy. Joshua 10:14 recounts, “Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel!”

If you are in the midst of a challenging situation, you can send out an SOS to God. Although help will 
look different than the assistance Joshua received, perhaps help comes through an unexpected job, an 
understanding doctor, or peace in the midst of grief. Be encouraged that these are ways He is respond-
ing to your call for help and fighting for you. 

Thank You, Father, for walking with me on this difficult journey and  
hearing me when I cry out to You.

As we cry out to God for help, we can trust that He will be with us.

How to Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus 
Toward Simplicity and Dependence on God 

How a Video Game May Improve Empathy in Middle Schoolers

Risk-Taking, Antisocial Teenagers 
More Likely to Die Young — Study

Glaucoma May Be an Autoimmune Disease — Study

New AI Technique to Make Cancer Treatment Less Toxic

J
esus’ life provides an ideal model of 
what joyful simplicity and depend-
ence on God can deliver.

Scripture tells us that the invis-
ible, infinite God parted the curtain be-
tween heaven and earth and stepped into 
our neighborhood as the flesh-and-blood 
human being we know as Jesus Christ. Je-
sus was the only person in history who got 
to choose his life circumstances before he 
was born.

If you could have determined your fi-
nancial net worth before coming into the 
world, where would you have pegged it? 
Or, if a genie suddenly appeared before 
you right now and offered to increase your 
annual income to whatever you wanted, 
how many zeroes would you add? If you 
are like me, your knee-jerk reaction might 
be, “Whatever Bill Gates is making sounds 
good. Or Mark Zuckerberg. Or Oprah 
Winfrey. Adjusted for inflation, of course, 
every year.”

Curiously, Jesus—who could have cho-
sen a net worth greater than any person 
in the history of the world—chose to live 
very humbly. He was born in a borrowed 
barn and immediately became a refugee. 
When Mary and Joseph dedicated him at 
the temple, they offered two pigeons as a 
sacrifice, indicating that Jesus was born 
into a family at the very lowest economic 
bracket in Israel. Based on Joseph’s voca-
tion, we also know that Jesus may well 
have been a carpenter before he became 
a rabbi. However, the Greek word usually 
translated as “carpenter,” tekton, can also 

be translated as “day laborer.”
When I ride my bike down Ontario 

Street in our city, I regularly see a group of 
men standing at a certain corner who look 
as though they have fallen on financial 
hard times. They’re waiting to be picked 
up by some construction crew as a day 
laborer. As I ride past them, I sometimes 
imagine Jesus among them. When Jesus 
made the transition from being a blue-
collar laborer to a white-collar teacher, he 
could have leveraged his popularity for 
financial advantage. But he chose to re-
main financially poor, and he even chose 
to be homeless for part of his life (Luke 
9:58).

So why would the infinite God, who 
could have secured his income at any 
level, choose to live in the world without 
the net worth of the founder of IKEA, or 
even at a solid middle-class level? In part, 
because Jesus wanted to show us that 
God chooses to stand in solidarity with 
the poor. According to the World Bank, 71 
percent of the world lives on ten dollars 
or less a day. The Bible teaches that God 
is especially close to the brokenhearted, 
the poor, and the disenfranchised (Psalm 
34:18). By becoming one of them in the 
person of Jesus Christ, God is saying, “I 
stand with the poor.” Jesus also chose to 
be financially poor because he knew that 
money and material possessions could 
clutter and even suffocate our relation-
ship with God (Matthew 6:24), making it 
impossible for us to breathe spiritually 
and receive the gift of God’s love and con-
cern for us.

Moreover, Jesus chose to live with a 
very modest amount of money because 

he wanted to learn to depend on God. In a 
mysterious verse in the book of Hebrews, 
we see that Jesus Christ learned obedience 
to God through what he suffered (5:8). Je-
sus Christ wasn’t born into our world as a 
fully mature human being. Like you and 
me, he had to learn to eat, walk, talk, read, 
and write, and to grow in maturity. He also 
learned over time to depend on God for 
his daily needs. When Jesus taught us to 
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” he 
was teaching us his own prayer, because 
he also prayed to God, his Father, for his 
daily bread.

Choosing Simple Abundance
But what does it mean for us to walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus toward simplic-
ity and deeper dependence on God? As 
we see in the Gospels, Jesus didn’t have a 
high income, a home of his own, or many 
of our world’s luxuries, conveniences, and 
comforts (Matthew 8:20). Rather, he expe-
rienced much suffering and adversity in 
his life. And yet, Scripture tells us that he 
had a joy that surpassed his peers.

This joy came from his ever-deepen-
ing relationship with God, whose love he 
treasured. Because he felt nourished, up-
lifted by God, and truly content, he didn’t 
pine after material things that he didn’t 
need. When we grow in deeper depend-
ence on God and treasure his love and 
care, we will discover an abiding joy and 
contentment that the world around us 
does not know (John 14:27). We will also 
find ourselves craving fewer things we 
don’t really need and instead longing to 
open our hands and share from the full-
ness that we have been given.

R
esearchers have 
found that an experi-
mental video game on 
middle schoolers may 

improve an understanding of 
helping others in need, as it 
boosts connectivity in brain 
networks related to empathy 
and perspective taking.

The findings, published 
in the journal npj Science of 
Learning, suggests that some 
showed altered neural net-
works commonly linked to 

emotion regulation -- a crucial 
skill that this age group is be-
ginning to develop.

According to the research-
ers, from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in the 
US, empathy is the first step 
in a sequence that can lead 
to prosocial behavior, such as 
helping others in need.

"Our long-term aspira-
tion for this work is that video 
games may be harnessed for 
good and if the gaming indus-

try and consumers took this 
message to heart, they could 
potentially create video games 
that can change the brain in 
a ways that support virtuous 
qualities rather than destruc-
tive qualities," said lead author 
Richard Davidson, Professor at 
the varsity.

For the study, the team 
randomly assigned 150 mid-
dle schoolers into two groups 
to measured how accurate the 
players were in identifying the P

arents, please take note. A new 
study has found that adoles-
cents with serious conduct and 
substance use problems are five 

times more likely to die prematurely 
than their peers.

The findings, published in the jour-
nal Addiction, suggests that while drug 
and alcohol use among adolescents 
draws more attention, antisocial behav-
iour -- including rule-breaking tenden-
cies -- may be a more powerful predictor 
of early mortality.

"This research makes it clear that 
youth identified with conduct problems 
are at extreme risk for premature mortal-
ity, beyond that which can be explained 
by substance use problems, and in criti-
cal need of greater resources," said lead 
author Richard Border from the Univer-
sity of Colorado Boulder in the US. 

For the study, the team looked at 
death rates among 1,463 adolescents 
who had been arrested or referred to 
counselling for substance use problems 
or "conduct disorder", a mental health 

disorder characterized by rule-breaking 
aggression toward others, property de-
struction and deceitfulness or thievery.

They also followed 1,399 of the par-
ticipant's siblings and a control group of 
904 adolescents of similar age and de-
mographic background.

With an average follow-up age of 32.7 
years, the researchers found that 62 of 
the original study subjects -- more than 
four per cent -- had died, compared to 
less than one per cent of the controls. 

The team also found that siblings of 
the study subjects also had higher mor-
tality rates, with about 2.4 per cent dying.

Substance-related deaths were the 
most common, along with traffic re-
lated deaths, suicides and deaths result-
ing from assaults, the researchers said. 
When the researchers further analysed 
the data, they were surprised to discover 
that while both conduct disorder and 
substance use severity were associated 
with increased mortality risk, conduct 
disorder was a more powerful independ-
ent risk factor.                           Source: IANS

G
laucoma, an eye disease 
which affects nearly 70 mil-
lion people worldwide, may 
be an autoimmune disease, 

suggests a new research.
In a study of mice, the researchers 

showed that the body's own T cells are 
responsible for the progressive retinal 
degeneration seen in glaucoma. 

Furthermore, these T cells appear to 
be primed to attack retinal neurons as 
the result of previous interactions with 
bacteria that normally live in our body, 
said the study published in the journal 
Nature Communications.

The discovery suggests that it was 
possible to develop new treatments for 
glaucoma by blocking this autoimmune 
activity. 

"This opens a new approach to pre-
vent and treat glaucoma," said study 
co-author Jianzhu Chen, Professor of 
Biology at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT).

Glaucoma is a group of related eye 
disorders that cause damage to the op-
tic nerve that carries information from 
the eye to the brain.

One of the biggest risk factors for 
glaucoma is elevated pressure in the 

eye, which often occurs as people age, 
and the ducts that allow fluid to drain 
from the eye become blocked. 

The disease often goes undetected 
at first and patients may not realise they 
have the disease until half of their reti-
nal ganglion cells have been lost.

Most treatments focus on lowering 
pressure in the eye (also known as in-
traocular pressure).  However, in many 
patients, the disease worsens even after 
intraocular pressure returns to normal. 

In studies in mice, the researchers 
found the same effect.

"That led us to the thought that 
this pressure change must be trigger-
ing something progressive, and the first 
thing that came to mind is that it has 
to be an immune response," study co-
author Dong Feng Chen, Associate Pro-
fessor at Harvard Medical School, said.

Further studies revealed that the 
glaucoma-linked T cells target proteins 
called heat shock proteins, which help 
cells respond to stress or injury.

In human patients with glaucoma, 
the researchers found that they had five 
times the normal level of T cells specific 
to heat shock proteins.

Source: IANS

MIT researchers, includ-
ing one of Indian-origin, 
have developed novel 
machine-learning tech-
niques to improve the 
quality of life for patients 
by reducing toxic chemo-
therapy and radiotherapy 
dosing for an aggressive 
form of brain cancer.

Glioblastoma is a 
malignant tumour that 
appears in the brain 
or spinal cord, and the 
prognosis for adults is no 
more than five years. 

Patients are generally 
administered maximum 
safe drug doses to shrink 
the tumour as much as 

possible, but they still re-
main at risk of debilitat-
ing side effects.

The new "self-learn-
ing" machine-learning 
technique could make 
the dosing regimen less 
toxic but still effective. 

It looks at the treat-
ment regimen currently 
in use, and finds an op-
timal treatment plan, 
with the lowest possible 
potency and frequency 
of doses that should still 
reduce tumour sizes to 
a degree comparable to 
that of traditional regi-
men, the researchers 
said.

"We kept the goal 
where we have to help 
patients by reducing tu-
mour sizes but, at the 
same time, we want to 
make sure the quality of 
life -- the dosing toxicity 
-- doesn't lead to over-
whelming sickness and 
harmful side effects," 
said Pratik Shah, princi-
pal investigator from the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) in 
Boston, US.

The findings will be 
presented at the 2018 
Machine Learning for 
Healthcare conference 
at Stanford University in 

California, US.
In simulated trials of 

50 patients, the model 
comprising of artificially 
intelligent "agents", de-
signed treatment cycles 
that reduced the poten-
cy to a quarter or half of 
nearly all the doses while 
maintaining the same 
tumour-shrinking poten-
tial. 

Many times, it 
skipped doses altogether, 
scheduling administra-
tions only twice a year 
instead of monthly.

However, the re-
searchers also had to 
make sure the model 

does not just dish out a 
maximum number and 
potency of doses. When-
ever the model chooses 
to administer all full dos-
es, it gets penalized, so 
instead it chooses fewer, 
smaller doses. 

"If all we want to do 
is reduce the mean tu-
mour diameter, and let 
it take whatever actions 
it wants, it will adminis-
ter drugs irresponsibly," 
Shah said. 

"Instead, we need to 
reduce the harmful ac-
tions it takes to get to that 
outcome."

Source: IANS

emotions of the characters in the ex-
perimental game.

One played the experimental 
game, called "Crystals of Kaydor" -- 
which was created for research pur-
poses and intended to teach empathy. 
The second group played a commer-
cially available and entertaining con-
trol game called "Bastion" that does 
not target empathy.

In "Crystals of Kaydor", kids inter-
acted with the aliens on the distant 
planet and learned to identify the in-
tensity of emotions they witnessed on 
their humanlike faces, such as anger, 
fear, happiness, surprise, disgust and 
sadness. 

Those who played "Bastion" par-
took in a storyline where they col-
lected materials needed to build a 
machine to save their village, but tasks 
were not designed to teach or meas-
ure empathy. The team used the game 
because of its immersive graphics and 
third-person perspective.

The team obtained functional 
magnetic resonance imaging scans in 
the laboratory from both groups be-
fore and after two weeks of gameplay, 
looking at connections among areas of 
the brain, including those associated 
with empathy and emotion regulation. 

The researchers found stronger 
connectivity in empathy-related brain 
networks after the middle schoolers 
played "Crystals of Kaydor" compared 
to "Bastion".

Source: IANS
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Lilian Calles Barger | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A social event or 
group rally could put you in touch with some 
new, exciting people in interesting fields, 
Aries. You might run into an old friend you 

haven’t seen in ages. If you aren’t romantically involved, 
an attractive new person could arrive on the scene. 
This promises to be an exciting, stimulating day. Don’t 
be surprised if new doors to a great future open for you.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
could be hit with some exciting news, Tau-
rus. This could involve new people or equip-
ment coming onto the scene or an entirely 

new project or course of action that you’d never have 
dreamed of. This is likely to be a lucky break for you, as 
it probably suits your skills and talents nearly perfectly. 
Make the most of this opportunity. It could make a big 
difference to you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Information that 
you receive from others and from within your 
own heart could compel you to participate in 
some ambitious projects, Gemini. They may 

be work related, connected with a group, or your own. 
You’ll find them interesting, challenging, and gratify-
ing. New opportunities to advance and express your-
self could open for you. It’s best to move ahead now or 
they might pass you by.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You could meet 
some fascinating people, Cancer, and per-
haps learn Earthshaking information that 
impacts your life. You might consider new 

lifestyle options. A group, possibly spiritual or meta-
physical, could seem attractive. You might consider 
joining it. Expect some fascinating discussions with a 
significant other. Books and other publications could 
prove enlightening.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Group activities or 
social events in your neighborhood could put 
you in touch with new and exciting people 
who eventually become friends, Leo. Shared 

goals and interests could give rise to plans for ambi-
tious projects. Whatever enterprises you start today are 
likely to prove successful if everyone involved pitches 
in. This evening, enjoy quiet time with your partner.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Have you wanted 
to move in a new direction, Virgo? If so, this 
could be when you get the lead of a lifetime. 
You might receive unexpected information 

indicating possible new sources of income to pursue 
on your own. New opportunities are going to come 
that could make a big difference in your lifestyle and 
catapult you to a higher socioeconomic bracket. Make 
the most of it all.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Unusual circum-
stances could arise that change your creative 
orientation, Libra. It’s likely that they involve 
the gathering, sharing, and using of informa-

tion. You may consider some unusual options that in-
volve changing jobs, home, or another factor important 
to you. Think carefully first. Enjoy an intimate evening 
sharing these new developments with someone special.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you 
could decide to attend a workshop or social 
event involving people in a spiritual, meta-
physical, or intellectual field, Scorpio. Fasci-

nating talk could lead to your own insights and revela-
tions. You could explore ways to harness your natural 
healing ability, perhaps through Reiki, massage, or an-
other discipline. You’ll be preoccupied with what you 
learn today.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): New in-
formation could come at you from all sides 
today, Sagittarius. Books, magazines, TV, the 
Internet, and conversations are likely to bring 

exciting knowledge your way that reinforces some of 
your convictions. Your intuitive abilities are strong, too. 
Insights could blend well with what you learn from 
others. Write down your thoughts. You’ll want to put 
them to work for you later.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Surprising 
news about your finances and the economy 
in general could cause you to feel confident 
and secure about your financial future, 

Capricorn. An unexpected raise could be on the way, 
possibly because of sudden changes in the workplace. 
Some of the information may seem vague and uncer-
tain at first, but later news should clear it up. It seems a 
celebration is in order!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some fasci-
nating new information, possibly spiritual 
or metaphysical, could come today from pe-
riodicals, TV, or the Internet. This could set 

you on a new course of study, Aquarius. Your insights 
and revelations could prove valuable in increasing your 
understanding of what you read. This evening, expect 
a surprising message from someone you haven’t heard 
from in a while. Enjoy!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Dreams and medi-
tations could lead to insights about how best to 
handle your finances, Pisces. Your intuition is 
very strong. Also, you could receive some sur-

prising ideas from media sources. No matter how outra-
geous an idea seems, consider it well before making a de-
cision. A written plan of action for anything you do would 
be helpful. You’ll want to keep track of all your ideas.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

On God’s Side? The Challenge of Liberation Theology

Amulya Ganguli  | IANS

Will the Dravidian Movement Be Diluted with Karunanidhi’s Death?

T
here is little doubt that 
in the wake of M. Karu-
nanidhis death, Tamil 
Nadu will enter an 

uncertain, even rocky, phase. 
It may take some time for the 
sense of disquiet and forebod-
ing to become apparent. There 
may even be a period of rela-
tive calm as Karunanidhis cho-
sen heir, his younger son, M.K. 
Stalin, assumes charge of the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) party.

But the reprieve is likely to 
be the calm before the storm. 
By the time the next assembly 
election is due in 2021, the 
dark clouds of the rivalry be-
tween the two brothers, Sta-
lin and M.K. Alagiri, may well 
threaten the DMK’s smooth 
functioning. The only silver 
lining for the party will be the 
rival All India Anna DMK’s (AI-
ADMK) perceived weakness 
as a challenger. It is no secret 
that after the death of the AI-
ADMK’s guiding star, Jayala-
lithaa, the party has not been 
able to get its act together 
despite its formal hold on the 
levers of power.

Be it Chief Minister E.K. 
Palaniswami or Deputy Chief 
Minister O. Panneerselvam, 
neither has the aura of a win-
ner. They have little charisma 
and even less administrative 
capacity. Moreover, by initial-
ly denying a burial place for 
Karunanidhi in Marina beach 
where the graves of Anna-
durai, M.G. Ramachandran 

and Jayalalithaa are located, 
the two AIADMK leaders re-
vealed a petty mentality.

It is obvious that singly or 
together, they are unable to 
fill the void created by Jayala-
lithaa’s death. There is every 
possibility, therefore, that the 
AIADMK will lose the 2021 
election while the DMK will 
romp home. Before that, the 
DMK is expected to fare well 
in the parliamentary polls of 
2019, probably with the Con-
gress bringing up the rear. But 
whatever the outcome, the fo-
cus will continue to be on the 
Stalin-Alagiri rivalry.

There will also be another 
point of interest. It is about 
the extent to which the Dra-
vidian movement will be af-
fected by the deaths of the 
two stalwarts, Jayalalithaa 
and Karunanidhi, within eight 
months of one another. The 
movement is known for its 
atheistic, anti-Hindu and an-
ti-Hindi orientation. Of all the 
other major regional parties 
of south India -- the Telugu 
Desam Party and YSR Con-
gress of Andhra Pradesh, the 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
of Telangana and the Janata 
Dal-Secular of Karnataka -- 
the DMK and the AIADMK of 
Tamil Nadu have stood out, till 
now, for their uncompromis-
ing rationalism which owes its 
origin to Ramaswami Naicker, 
better known as Periyar (1879-
1973) who began his speeches 
with the invocation: “There is 
no God. He who invented God 
is a fool. He who propagates 

God is a scoundrel. He who 
worships God is a barbarian.”

There has undoubtedly 

been a dilution of this stri-
dency in recent years when 
both the DMK and the AIAD-

MK have teamed up with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
which is known for its cham-

pioning of the Hindu cause. 
The AIADMK is believed to 
be moving closer to the BJP at 
present to compensate for its 
weakness as a political force 
while the DMK has been close 
to the Congress for the last 
decade-and-a-half.

However, the question 
is whether Stalin has the ca-
pability to fill Karunanidhi’s 
shoes to keep the DMK afloat 
during the turbulence of the 
expected sibling rivalry and 
the challenge posed by a pos-
sible AIADMK-BJP combine. 
Although the BJP has always 
been a marginal player in 
Tamil Nadu, it has tested the 
political waters in the state in 
the past in the company of 
minor parties like film star Vi-
jaykanth’s Desiya Murpokku 
Dravida Kazhagam (DMDK) 
and former Union minister 
S. Ramadoss’s Pattali Makkal 
Katchi (PMK) without making 
much headway.

Even then, the BJP must be 
looking forward to making its 
presence felt in the state in the 
present uncertain scenario 
where a political vacuum has 
been created by the deaths of 
two towering personalities. 
The film stars, Rajanikanth 
and Kamal Haasan, too, have 
sensed an opportunity in the 
present situation to launch 
their political careers al-
though they appear to be un-
able to make up their minds 
as to which of the two Dravida 
Kazaghams is closest to their 
line of thinking.

Anecdotal evidence sug-

gests that Rajanikanth is tilt-
ing towards the AIADMK and 
Kamal Haasan is more favour-
ably disposed towards the 
DMK. However, they may also 
be considering forming their 
own parties with Kamal Haas-
an having already fired the 
first shot by constituting the 
Makkal Needhi Maiam. But 
their ideologies are vague and 
do not seem to have much to 
do with the kind of aggressive 
anti-Hindi worldview which 
the DMK and the AIADMK 
once espoused.

Arguably, India has 
changed from the time of the 
anti-Hindi agitation in Tamil 
Nadu in the 1960s which 
made Jawaharlal Nehru 
promise that English will con-
tinue to be used as long as the 
non-Hindi-speaking states 
want. Thanks to Bollywood, 
Hindi is now much more 
widely understood and spo-
ken although any attempt to 
push it by the pro-Hindi lobby 
in North India is bound to be 
strongly resisted as could be 
seen when Hindi signboards 
were removed from the Ben-
galuru metro stations.

But it will nevertheless be 
fair to say that the Dravidian 
movement today is far from 
what Periyar said and did. 
Tamil Nadu, therefore, can be 
said to be entering unchartered 
social and political territory.
Amulya Ganguli is a political 

analyst. The views expressed 
are personal. He can be 

reached at amulyaganguli@
gmail.com

R
eligion is a vital source for change, 
but it does not yield easily to what 
the political philosopher John 
Rawls in 1997 called the ‘public 

reason’ that enables liberal democracies. In 
the late 1960s, for example, a new group of 
radicals, known as liberation theologians, 
challenged the accommodation of religion 
to an unjust society. The Peruvian phi-
losopher and priest Gustavo Gutiérrez, the 
American feminist scholar Rosemary Rad-
ford Ruether (both Catholics) and the Prot-
estant African-American theologian James 
Cone, among others, helped to launch a 
contest over the meaning of social justice 
that we can still see today.

In the 1960s, African Americans, women 
and the poor pressed for inclusion in the lib-
eral promise of equality and freedom. Latin 
American revolutionaries questioned US 
domination in the Western hemisphere. The 
‘pie-in-the-sky’ reward offered by much re-
ligion no longer satisfied many of the mar-
ginalised and radicalised. Across the hemi-
sphere, religion was to play a prominent 
role in challenging the status quo.

Struggling to bridge the gulf between 
divine justice and so cial justice, liberation 
theologians moved to address the reality 
of human suffering and confronted their 
own discipline. Cone charged that, rather 
than universal language about God, theol-
ogy was ‘interested language’, and his fel-
low theologian, the Uruguayan priest Juan 
Luis Segundo, echoed his sentiment that 
‘every theology is political’. In A Theology of 
Liberation (1971), Gutiérrez proposed that 
the true task of theology was not to declare 
pristine abstract truth, rather ‘only by doing 
this truth will our faith be “verified”’. Doing 
truth meant joining the oppressed in their 
historical struggle for freedom. In Libera-
tion Theology (1972), Frederick Herzog, a 
white Protestant liberationist, castigating 
his liberal US peers, argued that the entire 
theological enterprise regarded the reli-
gious experience as ‘untroubled leisure in 
peaceful solitude’ available only to the priv-

ileged. The white middle-class search for 
self-actualisation produced an American 
religion impotent in addressing the social 
crisis at hand. Built on hierarchal assump-
tions, a rarefied theology had abandoned 
Jesus’ call to justice. What was needed 
was to ‘de-honkify Christ’. From this criti-
cal stance, liberation theologians offered a 
timely theology that approached the Bible 
from the perspective of the powerless.

Latin American churches were witness-
ing what the Argentine theologian José 
Míguez Bonino called the revolutionary 
challenge of those who boldly proclaimed: 
‘Jesus Christ is Che Guevara.’ In a world 
where ‘poverty means death’, Gutiérrez in 
2012 redefined salvation away from a fu-
ture heaven to an ‘integral liberation’ in 
this world, encompassing the bodily, social, 
economic and political realms of life. As re-
ligious radicals, they challenged the view of 
God as above human history, along with the 
notion of a universal humanity that ignored 
the particularity of oppression. God’s histo-
ricity in the warp and woof of revolutionary 
struggle assured a divine ‘preferential op-
tion for the poor’ into increasing freedom.

In the US, Cone saw American theol-
ogy as an edifice to white supremacy serv-
ing an idol of a white God, the ultimate 
prop for oppression. The demands of the 
Black Power movement were not the an-
tithesis to Christianity but ‘God’s central 
message to 20th-century America’. The sit-
uation required a full recognition that God 
was ‘partial’ to black people. Otherwise, 
as Cone writes in A Black Theology of Lib-
eration (1970): ‘If God is not for us, if God 
is not against white racists, then God is a 
murderer and we had better kill God.’ Black 
religion, Cone asserted, began not with an 
abstraction but with the acknowledgment 
that ‘God is Black’ and present in the experi-
ence of black people, from the slave auction 
block to the urban ghetto.

Feminists joined liberationist currents 
by asserting that a patriarchal God who 
excluded the experience of women was in-
adequate for their freedom. In Beyond God 
the Father (1973), the American feminist 

and theologian Mary Daly argued that the 
assumption of God’s maleness provided 
justification for patriarchy: ‘If God in “his” 
heaven is a father ruling “his” people, then 
it is in the “nature” of things and according 
to divine plan and the order of the universe 
that society be male-dominated.’ Identify-
ing a divine movement among New Left 
radicals, Ruether in Sexism and God Talk 
(1983) sought to redefine God and break all 
forms of hierarchical domination that used 
the Bible to sanction sexism. Feminists 
found a remedy against patriarchal religion 
in the image of the ‘Great Mother’ and the 
pursuit of an ‘ethic of love’ for the creation 
of an androgynous ‘new humanity’.

At its most persuasive, liberation theolo-
gians confronted the truce between theol-
ogy and politics that had quieted the vital-
ism of religion. The post-Second World War 

period had seen the ideals and language of 
social justice recede. A consensus had tak-
en hold that regarded the US way of life and 
its imperial reach as an unmitigated good. 
Liberationists recast the public sphere as a 
place of divine action and they reimagined 
a tradition of social justice of a socially con-
scious Christianity that went beyond con-
cern for individual spiritual salvation.

In the later decades of the 20th century, 
liberationist radical intervention rever-
berated not only among liberals but also 
among conservatives pressed by unrelent-
ing social change. The religious Right for-
warded its own vision for society in such 
issues as school prayer and campaigns for 
the traditional family. The religious Left, 
concerned with racial and economic ine-
quality, continued to press for social justice. 
Today, the pervasive language of social jus-

tice and the election of Pope Francis have 
renewed interest in liberation theology.

Divisions among religious people cast 
doubt on the possibility of sequestering re-
ligion from politics and of achieving a sani-
tised public reason. Both progressives and 
conservatives are firmly engaged in activism 
as part of their religious vision for society – a 
fruit of the liberationist challenge. Today so-
cial justice can mean divergent religious po-
sitions, such as rescuing the unborn or the 
poor people’s campaign. Competing claims 
of being on God’s side are testing the limits 
of a liberal social order straining to accom-
modate militant believers.

Lilian Calles Barger is an intellectual 
and gender historian. She is currently 

researching the history of feminist thought 
and the gender revolution, and lives in 

Taos, New Mexico.
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Shah asks Rahul to spell out his stand on NRC 

Do not hinder Durga immersion or stop 
Saraswati Puja, Shah warns Mamata

Parliament clears 20 bills in monsoon session 
‘Most productive monsoon 
session since 2000’

Govt. slams Cong. on triple talaq bill; 
appeals to women groups to fight

Defending Article 35-A not confined to one 
region, religion anymore — Mehbooba

Cong. demands Gohain’s ouster over rape charges

Naidu’s ‘effective engagement’ as vice 
president in his first year in office 

PTI

BJP President Amit Shah with BJP Yuva Morcha leader Poonam Mahajan and other leaders being garlanded by the supporters during a 
public rally in Kolkata on Saturday.

PTI

M Venkaiah Naidu (File Photo)

Kolkata, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Asking Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi to clearly 
spell out his stand on the 
NRC in Assam, BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah on Satur-
day asserted that his party 
is committed to complet-
ing the registration process 
to identify infiltrators not-
withstanding opposition 
from Trinamool Congress 
chief Mamata Banerjee.

“Mamata Di, NRC will 
not stop just because of 
your opposition. You are 
free to oppose. Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi is 
free to oppose. But it is our 
commitment that we will 
complete NRC in Assam, 
by following the due proc-
ess of law, and identify all 
infiltrators one by one,” 
Shah said at a rally here.

Banerjee has been stri-
dent in her criticism of 
the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam, 
after 40 lakh people did 
not find place in the docu-
ment’s first complete draft 
published on July 30.

Accusing Gandhi of 
not making clear his posi-
tion on the NRC for the 
sake of votebank politics, 
Shah pointed out that the 
work on the document 
was being done as per the 
Assam Accord which was 
signed in 1985 by then 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi.

Rajiv Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi’s father, headed 
the Congress government 

at the Centre from 1984 to 1989.
“The work of the NRC is being 

done as per the Assam Accord. Who 
formulated the Assam accord? It was 
formulated by then Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi.

“The Congress had no problem 
then, but now for votebank politics, 
Rahul Gandhi is not making clear 
his stand,” Shah said at the rally or-
ganised by the Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha (BJYM).

Virtually throwing a challenge to 
Gandhi and Banerjee, Shah said they 
should clarify their priority -- coun-
try’s security or votebank politics.

Reminding Banerjee that in 2005 
she had thrown papers at then Lok 

Sabha Speaker Somnath Chatterjee 
and stalled the House demanding 
removal of Bangladeshi infiltrators, 
Shah said she has changed her 
stance as the infiltrators now vote 
for her.

“See how people change. In 
2005, the Bangladeshi infiltrators 
used to vote for the CPI-M (led Left 
Front, which was in power in Bengal 
then)... Mamata Di had raised a 
ruckus in the Lok Sabha. She threw 
papers at the Speaker. She stalled 
House and shouted slogans for 
removal of Bangladeshi infiltrators.

“Today, the same Bangladeshi 
infiltrators form the Trinamool vote-
bank. And Mamata Di wants to keep 

them in India, in Assam. Mamataji, 
please clarify. Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi, pleas clarify, whether 
you give priority to the country’s 
security or your votebank poli-
tics,” said Shah at the well-attended 
rally on Mayo Road in the heart of 
Kolkata.

Shah asked the crowd whether or 
not the Bangladeshi infiltrators pose 
a threat to the country’s security, 
were involved in bomb blasts in Ben-
gal and if they should be driven out.

Once the crowd responded with 
a roaring “yes”, he said: “Mamata 
Didi, I tell you, we are Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leaders, for us the 
country comes first, votebank later.”

BJP President Amit Shah 
on Saturday warned West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee not to 
hinder Durga idol immer-
sion or the Saraswati wor-
ship in the state, saying his 
party activists will “bring 
down Banerjee’s secretar-
iat brick by brick” if such 
things ever recurred.

He said these festivals 
will be celebrated with full 
fervour if BJP formed gov-
ernment in Bengal.

“They ( Trinamool 
Congress) do not allow the 
immersion of the Durga 
idols after puja. Saraswati 
Puja has been stopped in 
many schools in Bengal. 
Should that happen? Form 
a BJP government in Ben-
gal, Durga immersion and 
Saraswat Puja will take 
place with full fervour. 
No one can stop that,” 
Shah said during his rally 
at Kolkata’s Mayo Road.

“Mamata didi, do not 
dare (to do such things) 

again. If you dare to do this 
next time, the BJP activists 
will bring down your sec-
retariat brick by brick, but 
the Durga puja will take 
place at any cost,” he said 
amid cheers from thou-
sands of party activists.

The Durga Puja im-
mersion processions were 
delayed over the past few 
years in certain parts of 
Bengal as Muharram ral-
lies and the two events co-
incided.Accusing Banerjee 
and her party of minor-
ity appeasement and vote 
bank politics, Shah asked 
the Bengal Chief Minister 
to tell the people what she 
was trying to achieve by 
stopping Saraswati Puja 
in the state and by settling 
Rohingya and Bangladeshi 
infiltrators in the state.

“There is a limit to do-
ing appeasement and vote 
bank politics... there will 
be no Saraswati Puja in 
Bengal... Rohingya and 
Bangladeshi infiltrators 

are allowed to settle here. 
What are you trying to turn 
Bengal into? Mamata must 
clarify this to the people,” 
he said. The BJP leader 
also accused the Trina-
mool Congress supremo 
of stopping a number of 
television channels from 
telecasting his speech.

“But I have full faith in 
our party activists. They 
will go to every village, 
every street and every 
household of Bengal to tell 
them about Trinamool’s 
activities,” he added.

Shah said he would 
tour all districts in Bengal 
and start an agitation to 
throw out the Trinamool 
Congress. “Turn the pages 
of history of democracy. 
Whenever anybody has 
tried to throttle the voice 
of democracy, the voice 
of protest has amplified 
to reach the masses. In 
democracy, no one can 
throttle anybody’s voice,” 
he added.

Ne w  D e l h i ,  A u g . 1 1 
(IANS): The Monsoon 
session of Parliament 
saw 20 bills being passed 
by the two Houses, out 
of which 22 were intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha 
and one in the Rajya 
Sabha, according to an 
official release.

The 20 bills passed by 
the two Houses includes 
four bills related to Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
and two appropriation 
bills, the release from the 
Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs said.

The six money bills 
have been passed by the 
Lok Sabha and have been 
sent to the Rajya Sabha. 

With both Houses 
adjourned sine die on 
Friday, the bills will not 
return to the Lok Sabha 
within the stipulated 
period of 14 days and 
will be deemed to have 
been passed by the upper 
House.

The release said that 
“passage of 20 bills is an 
achievement consider-
ing that it was a short 
session”.

Six Bills replacing the 
ordinances -- the Fugi-

tive Economic Offend-
ers Ordinance, 2018; the 
Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2018; 
the Commercial Courts, 
Commercial Division 
and Commercial  Ap-
pellate Division of High 
Courts (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2018; the 
Homoeopathy Central 
Council (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2018; the Na-
tional Sports University 
Ordinance, 2018; and the 
Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2018 -- 
were passed by both Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

Four old pending bills 
were withdrawn (three in 
the Lok Sabha and one in 
the Rajya Sabha).

These bills are the 
National Sports Univer-
sity Bill, 2017; the Micro, 
Small and Medium En-
terprises Development 
(Amendment)Bill, 2015; 
the Financial Resolution 
and Deposit Insurance 
Bill, 2017; and the Armed 
Forces Tribunal (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2012. 

The Lok Sabha passed 
21 Bills in its 17 sittings 
that lasted 112 hours.

Ne w  D e l h i ,  Au g . 1 1 
(IANS): Vice President 
M.Venkaiah Naidu, who 
completed one year in 
office on Saturday, de-
scribed the period as ‘ef-
fective engagement with 
different stakeholders 
with focus on students 
and youth, farmers, sci-
ence and research and 
culture through extensive 
visits across the country.

Marking the occa-
sion, the Vice President’s 
secretariat posted five 
tweets giving a summary 
of Naidu’s outreach during 
the last one year. 

Setting a record for any 
Vice President, Naidu vis-
ited 28 of the 29 States in 
the country during the 
period. He was also to visit 
Sikkim, but his visit had to 
be cancelled on reaching 
Bagdogra en route due to 
bad weather. 

Highlighting the focus 
of his engagements, 60 
per cent of the total of 313 
major outdoor events of 
Naidu during the last one 
year were related to stu-
dents and youth, farmers, 
science and research and 
culture. 

He has visited 56 Uni-

Shah also charged Ban-
erjee with spreading “mis-
information” in Bengal 
that along with infiltrators, 
refugees will also be driven 
out of India because of the 
NRC, and affirmed that 
it is the responsibility of 
the BJP government at the 
Centre to ensure refugees 

stay back in India.
“I assure all refugees in 

Bengal that the BJP gov-
ernment is bringing Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill, 
2016. This bill has the pro-
vision to give citizenship 
to Christians, Buddhsits 
and Hindu refugees, who 
have come from Afghani-

stan, Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh. There are no plans 
to send any refugees back.

“Mamata Di,  stop 
spreading confusion, it is 
the responsibility of the 
Indian government to 
keep the refugee broth-
ers and sisters in India,” 
he said.

versities and addressed 29 
convocations urging the 
students and youth to look 
forward to the future with 
a sense of confidence seiz-
ing the emerging opportu-
nities within and outside 
the country as complete 
individuals rooted in In-
dian cultural ethos while 
at the same time imbibing 
modern vision. 

The Vice President also 
visited 15 leading centres 
of science and research in 

the country for interact-
ing with scientists and 
researchers and urging 
them to compete with the 
best in the world and to 
aim at focussing their ef-
forts to better the lives of 
common people by taking 
the outcomes of the labo-
ratories to the lands and 
the people.

Through his 60 do-
mestic visits outside Delhi 
and 313 major outdoor 
events and daily engage-

ments of over 12, Naidu 
has reached out to over 
450 countrymen everyday 
during the last one year 
motivating them towards 
inspired actions. 

On his sole foreign 
visit, Naidu visited three 
Latin American countries 
of Guatemala, Panama 
and Peru and held wide-
ranging discussions on 
bilateral and multilateral 
issues with the Presidents 
and senior ministers of 
those countries. 

He was the first high-
level dignitary from India 
to visit Guatemala and 
Panama. He also met in 
Delhi 22 visiting foreign 
leaders including the 
Presidents of Germany, 
Switzerland, Belgium, the 
Prime Ministers of Nepal, 
Cambodia and Italy.

As Rajya Sabha Chair-
man’s ‘Moments of the 
Year’, the just-concluded 
monsoon session has 
been described as the 
‘Hope of the Year’, his pre-
siding over full-day pro-
ceedings of the House on 
July 24 as the ‘Moment 
of Endurance’ and the 
all party meeting a day 
before the start of the 

Monsoon session as the 
‘Breakthrough moment of 
the Year’. 

‘New Tidings of the 
Year’ include decision on 
disqualification of three 
members of Rajya Sabha 
in three months, quick 
decision on the impeach-
ment motion for the re-
moval of Chief Justice of 
India, setting up of a two-
member Committee to 
review Rules of the House. 
Taking up all the starred 
questions for oral answers 
one day and a record 24 
‘Zero Hour’ submissions 
on another day, making 
available simultaneous in-
terpretation facility for five 
more languages making 
such facility now available 
in all the 22 scheduled 
languages were the other 
highlights of the year un-
der his chairmanship of 
the House.

Despite persistent 
disruptions during the 
Winter session of last year 
and the Budget session of 
this year, the Rajya Sabha 
passed 27 Bills during the 
three sessions presided 
over by Naidu during his 
first year as Chairman of 
the House.

The Monsoon session of 
Parliament, which con-
cluded on Friday, was the 
“most productive” such 
session since 2000, with 
the House working 110 per 
cent of its scheduled time.

According to PRS Leg-
islative, which tracks the 
work of Parliament, the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha spent the highest 
portion of their time on 
legislative business, which 
is second-highest since 
2004.

“It was the most pro-
ductive monsoon session 
for Lok Sabha since 2000,” 
a PRS Legislative release 
said.  It said the Lok Sabha 
worked for 110 per cent of 
the scheduled hours while 
the Rajya Sabha for 66 per 
cent.

It also said this time, 
about 999 Private Member 
Bills were introduced in 
the Lok Sabha, which is 
highest since 2000.

It said 20 bills were in-
troduced during the ses-
sion and 11 were passed. 

PRS Legislative said 
only 26 per cent bills were 
referred to the Parliamen-
tary Committees by the 
present Lok Sabha com-
pared to previous Lok 
Sabha which referred 71 
per cent Bills to various 
house panels.

New Delhi-based PRS 
Legislative is an independ-
ent non-profit organisa-
tion research institute that 
aims to make the Indian 
legislative process better 
informed and more par-
ticipatory.

“Lok Sabha functioned 
for 84 per cent of its sched-
uled Question Hour time,” 
it said, adding that the 
Rajya Sabha functioned 
for 68 per cent of its sched-
uled Question Hour time.

It noted that both Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
spent the highest portion 
of their time on legislative 
business -- 50 per cent and 
48 per cent, respectively. 

The monsoon session 
of Parliament, began on 
July 18 and had 17 sittings. 

Ne w  D e l h i ,  Au g . 1 1 
(IANS): The government 
on Saturday accused the 
Congress, its President 
Rahul Gandhi and UPA 
Chairperson Sonia Gan-
dhi of betraying Muslim 
women by thwarting the 
passage of the triple talaq 
bill in the Rajya Sabha, 
and appealed to women 
organisations across the 
country to start a peaceful 
agitation against the Op-
position to create moral 
pressure to pass the law.

Addressing a press 
conference at the just-
concluded monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar said: “The 
government did three 
amendments in triple ta-
laq bill. 

The question is why 
Congress, Rahul Gandhiji 
and Soniaji are trying to 
thwart the bill. Why are 
they trying to create obsta-
cles?. By thwarting triple 
talaq bill, they betrayed 
our Muslim sisters”.

Raising questions over 
the conduct of the Con-
gress and other opposition 
parties, he asked “when 
the bill was passed unani-
mously in Lok Sabha, then 

why are they trying to cre-
ate hurdles in Rajya Sabha 
repeatedly”.

“I think, all the women 
organisations, the organi-
sations who work for gen-
der justice and crores of 
Muslim sisters should 
start a peaceful and non-
violent agitation. They 
should create a moral 
pressure on Rahul Gan-
dhi, Sonia Gandhi and 
other opposition (leaders) 
so that the triple talaq law 
could be passed expe-
ditiously and the victim 
women could get protec-
tion,” Kumar said. 

R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e 
amendments brought 
by the government in 
the bill, Kumar said only 
the victim woman and 
her blood relative can 
complain, the bail provi-
sion will be decided by 
the magistrate only after 
hearing the victim and 
the compensation will be 
decided by the court. 

Talking about the ses-
sion, he said the “most 
important thing of the 
session was that the no-
confidence motion was 
defeated and the opposi-
tion was given a befitting 
reply that BJP, NDA and 

NDA+ are united. 
This was also proved 

with the election of Rajya 
Sabha Deputy Chairman.”

His deputy Vijay Goel 
also accused the Opposi-
tion of consciously creat-
ing difficulties in passing 
the triple talaq bill. 

“We (Rajya Sabha) 
passed 14 bills in this 
session, including six or-
dinances. The triple ta-
laq bill would have been 
passed if the Opposition 
had not created hurdles 
intentionally. The Op-
position passed the bill in 
Lok Sabha but despite the 
amendments in it, they 
did not allow passage of it 
in Rajya Sabha,” he said.

Goel further said the 
session of Parliament was 
productive for the govern-
ment with 21 bills passed 
by the Lok Sabha and 14 
by the Rajya Sabha. 

Calling it a “social jus-
tice” session, Goel said 
a social justice fortnight 
will be celebrated from 
August 15-30 to mark the 
passage of the bill giving 
constitutional status to 
the National Commission 
for Backward Classes and 
the SC-ST (Prevention of 
Atrocities) bill.

Srinagar, Aug. 11 (PTI): Former chief 
minister Mehbooba Mufti today said 
defending the special status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir was not confined 
to a particular region or religion any-
more as the people of the state have 
realised its importance and sanctity.

She was referring to the reports of 
two of BJP MLAs from Jammu region 
coming out in support of Article 35-
A, which is facing a legal challenge in 
the Supreme Court.

“Heartening to know that two 
MLAs from BJP, Rajesh Gupta fol-
lowed by Dr Gagan (Bhagat), have 
raised their voice in defence of 

Article 35-A. Defending the special 
status of J-K is not confined to a 
region or religion anymore. People 
of the state have realised its impor-
tance & (and) sanctity,” Mehbooba 
wrote on twitter. The former chief 
minister said while her government 
had fought the case legally in the 
Supreme Court, she “stood alone” in 
the political battle emphasising that 
any dilution of Article 35-A would set 
the state on fire.

The Supreme Court had, on Au-
gust 6, said that a three-judge bench 
would decide whether the pleas 
challenging Article 35-A should be 

referred to a five-judge Constitu-
tion bench for examining the larger 
issue of alleged violation of the 
doctrine of basic structure of the 
Constitution.

The bench comprising Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra and Justice 
A Khanwilkar had adjourned the 
crucial hearing on as many as five 
petitions “to the week commencing 
from August 27” on the grounds that 
they pertained to the challenge to a 
Constitutional scheme and could 
not be heard as the third judge, 
Justice D Y Chandrachud, was not 
present on that day.

New Delhi, Aug. 11 (IANS): The Con-
gress on Friday demanded dismissal 
of Union Minister of State for Rail-
ways Rajen Gohain as a case of rape 
was registered against him in Guwa-
hati.

“(Prime Minister Narendra) Mod-
iji, you have failed the test not once, 
not twice, not thrice, but almost a 
dozen times. 

Again there is a rape FIR against 
one of your Cabinet colleagues, 
Gohain,” Congress leader Pawan 
Khera said addressing a press confer-
ence here.

He said that if PM Modi does not 
act now, then he would lose the moral 
authority to stay in the office even for 
a day. 

 “Remove him from his office. You 
can’t allow him to be in a position of 
power and influence during the in-
vestigation. Please remove him if you 
meant anything that you promised 
before 2014,” he said.

“We demand from this govern-
ment, from Modi, from (BJP Presi-
dent) Amit Shah to take immediate 
and strict action against rape accused 
Minister Gohain,” he said.

The Congress leader’s remarks 
came after a woman in Assam filed 
a case of rape with the Assam Police 
against Gohain.

Referring to the cases of rape in 
which Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders were allegedly involved, 
Khera mentioned the case of Unnao 
district in Uttar Pradesh and said: “We 
saw you were standing with the rap-
ists of Unnao.” ‘

 Khera was referring to BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Senger, who has been 
charged for rape by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI).  
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News IN BrIef
S Korean firms violated sanctions by 
importing from N Korea
Seoul, Aug. 11 (IANS): Three South Korean firms illegally 
imported coal and iron worth over $5.5 million from North 
Korea last year, in violation of the US-imposed sanctions 
on Pyongyang for its weapons tests. The three companies 
imported goods worth $5.8 million between April and 
October 2017, Efe quoted Korea Customs Service (KCS) as 
saying on Friday. The firms used a Russian port as stopover 
and falsified the country of origin of the goods, said the 
customs authorities. KCS said the companies were trying to 
capitalize on North Korean coal, which is available at lower 
than the market rate. 

Man kills eight relatives in Albania
Tirana, Aug. 11 (IANS): Eight persons were killed on Friday 
afternoon at Resulaj Village in Albania, where a 24-year-old 
man opened fire at his relatives over a property dispute, police 
said. According to the police, all the victims were members 
of two Zykaj families, living in the same village. Local media 
reported that the 24-year-old man Ridvan Zykaj, armed with 
Kalashnikov, first entered the home of his grandparents, shot 
them and two of their uncle’s family members. He went 
further to the other uncle’s house, 30 meters away, to kill four 
others. There are also reports for a wounded person, Xinhua 
reported. According to the police, Ridvan Zykaj quickly left 
the scene and is still being chased by police forces, from Vlora 
and Tirana. He is considered extremely dangerous and armed.

Nine dead in Japan helicopter crash
Tokyo, Aug. 11 (IANS): A Japanese government helicopter 
has crashed in the mountains of Gunma. All nine crew 
members on board have been confirmed dead, police said on 
Saturday. Two of the crew members were declared dead on 
Friday just after the crash, while seven more were confirmed 
dead on Saturday, Xinhua news agency reported. According 
to the authorities, the helicopter -- part of the regional disaster 
prevention team -- was out to observe a hiking trail, which 
spans Gunma, Nagano and Niigata prefectures, when 
contact with the air traffic control was lost around 10 a.m. 
on Friday. It was being flown by an experienced pilot who 
had logged many flying hours. The transport ministry said 
the Bell 412EP helicopter had begun operations in May 1997, 
clocking up around 7,000 flight hours.

20 Taliban militants killed in Afghan 
airstrike
Pul-e Khomri (Afghanistan), Aug. 11 (IANS): At least 
20 Taliban militants were killed and four huge insurgents’ 
weapons and ammunition depots were destroyed after US-led 
NATO coalition forces launched an airstrike in Afghanistan’s 
Baghlan province overnight, an official said on Saturday. The 
strike was conducted on a Taliban hideout near Aka Khil 
village, Dahana-i-Ghori district on Friday night, Hanif Rezai, 
spokesman of Army Corps 209 Shaheen based in the region, 
told Xinhua news agency. Among those killed was a Taliban 
local leader, who served as commander of the group’s Sara 
Ketta or Red Unit in the province, Rezai said.  In a separate 
incident, Taliban divisional commander Muwlawi Salauddin 
was killed along with his two associates after Afghan Army 
commandos launched an operation in the same district on 
Friday night. 

We reject new sanctions, Russia tells US
Moscow, Aug. 11 (IANS): Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov on Friday told US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
that Russia categorically rejects new US sanctions over 
alleged Russian involvement in the Skripal case. Lavrov 
reiterated Russia’s position that Moscow played no role 
in the alleged nerve agent attack on ex-Russian spy Sergei 
Skripal in the British city of Salisbury, Xinhua quoted the 
Foreign Ministry as saying. Lavrov stressed that neither the 
US, nor Britain, nor any other country have provided a single 
fact to support their accusations, according to a Russian 
Foreign Ministry statement. The US State Department said 
on Wednesday that Washington will impose new sanctions 
on Russia over the alleged poison attack on Skripal and his 
daughter Yulia in Salisbury in March.

California, 19 other states file motion 
to block 3D-printed guns
Los Angeles, Aug 11 (IANS): California has joined 19 
other states in the US in officially suing the government 
to block the publication of downloadable blueprints for 
so-called “ghost guns.” On June 29, the US government 
abandoned two favourable federal court rulings authorizing 
the administration to block the publication and reached 
a settlement with a Texas-based company that distributes 
blueprints for 3D-printed guns, which are called “ghost guns” 
because they are untraceable and could be manufactured on 
a 3-D printer.

AP/PTI

People shine the lights of their mobile phones during protests outside the government headquarters, seen at right, in Bucharest, 
Romania, Friday, Aug. 10, 2018. Romanians who live abroad are staging an anti-government protest calling on the left-wing govern-
ment to resign and an early election. 

Vienna/Bucharest, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Around 440 people, including 24 
police officers, were injured during 

an overnight mass demonstration 
against government corruption in 
Bucharest, emergency services an-

nounced on Saturday.
At least 65 people were hospi-

talized after police used teargas, 

water cannons and truncheons 
against 11,000 people gathered in 
the Romanian capital to protest 
against corruption and demand 
the resignation of key government 
figures, Efe news reported.

President Klaus Johannis said 
the police had acted brutally and 
demanded an explanation for what 
he considered to be a “dispropor-
tionate intervention”. However, 
security authorities insisted that it 
was state violence and they were 
only responding to attacks.

Demonstrators were demand-
ing the resignation of Parliament’s 
president Liviu Dragnea and Prime 
Minister Viorica Dancila.

The coalition government, led 
by the Social Democratic Party 
(PSD), has in the last few years 
approved a series of controversial 
measures that critics claim com-
plicate the fight against corruption 
and have led to a series of mass 
demonstrations.

Last July, Parliament approved 
a decriminalization of abuse of 
power, a legislative change that 
would benefit Dragnea, who a 
month earlier had been sentenced 
to over three years in prison for 
that very crime.  The government 
also recently fired the leading anti-
corruption prosecutor.

Islamabad, Aug. 11 (PTI): 
The Trump administra-
tion has suspended more 
than a decade-long mili-
tary training programme 
of Pakistani personnel at 
the US institutions, a media 
report said today, days after 
Islamabad and Moscow 
signed an agreement to 
allow Pakistani troops to 
receive training at the Rus-
sian defence centres.

Pakistan and Russia 
signed an agreement on 
Tuesday at their first Joint 
Military Consultative Com-
mittee (JMCC) meeting in 
Rawalpindi during which 
the two sides discussed 
the present status of the 
bilateral defence relations 
and agreed that Pakistani 
troops will receive train-
ing at the Russian military 
training institutes.

The relations between 
Pakistan and the US no-
sedived this January after 
President Donald Trump 
accused Islamabad of giv-
ing nothing to Washington 
but “lies and deceit” and 
providing “safe haven” to 
terrorists.

The US Congress also 
passed a bill to slash Paki-
stan’s defence aid to USD 
150 million, significantly 
below the historic level of 
more than USD one billion 
per year.

The US military institu-
tions are struggling to fill 
the 66 slots they had kept 
aside for officers from Paki-
stan for the next academic 
year, as the Trump admin-
istration refused to provide 
funds for their training, the 
Dawn newspaper reported, 
quoting official sources.

The fund for the train-
ing of Pakistani officers 
came from the US govern-
ment’s International Mili-
tary Education and Train-
ing Programme (IMET) but 
no funds were made avail-
able for Pakistan for the 
next academic year, it said.

The suspension of the 
training first became ap-

parent when the US Na-
tional Defence University 
(NDU) in Washington, 
which has had reserved 
seats for Pakistani officers 
for more than a decade, 
told the outgoing Pakistani 
officers that the varsity has 
been asked to fill the posi-
tions for the next year with 
officers from other nations.

The NDU is one of sev-
eral US military institutions 
that train officers from Pa-
kistan.

The Trump adminis-
tration had announced 
early this year that it was 
suspending security as-
sistance to Pakistan over 
differences on Afghanistan 
but indicated that training 
programmes for military 
officers will continue.

The cancellation of 
slots kept aside for Pakista-
ni officers, however, shows 
that the suspension now 
also applies to training pro-
grammes, the report said.

Pakistani officers have 
been receiving military 
training and education in 
the US since early 1960s, 
which were suspended in 
the 1990s but restored after 
the September 11, 2001 ter-
rorist attacks.

Previously, it was not 
just Pakistan that valued 
the training and education 
of its officers received in 
the US.

US military institutions 
also proudly owned train-
ing officers who assumed 
senior positions after re-
turning home, such as 
former Army chief General 
Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, and 
Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar, 
the current director gen-
eral of the Inter-Services 
Intelligence, the report 
said.

“This is an unfortunate 
and ultimately counter-
productive decision. There 
are certainly ways to send a 
strong message to Pakistan, 
but this isn’t the way to do 
it,” Michael Kugelman, an 
expert of Pakistan affairs 

at the Washington think 
tank ‘the Wilson Center’, 
was quoted as saying in the 
report.

“ T h i s  m ove  c o u l d 
squander what little good-
will and trust remains in 
the military-to-military 
relationship, and it reduces 
the likelihood that Pakistan 
will act in the ways that 
Washington would like it to 
act,” Kugelman said.

He said there was a long 
history of educational and 
training cooperation be-
tween the US and Pakistani 
militaries, and this coop-
eration had withstood the 
pressures and tensions of 
the relationship.

“The fact that these ed-
ucational exchanges have 
suffered this blow now sug-
gests that the relationship 
could be entering into a 
new phase where even the 
supposedly safe and pro-
tected dimensions of the 
relationship can become 
casualties of wider tensions 
and ill will,” Kugelman said.

So far there is no re-
sponse from Pakistani offi-
cial to this move by the US.

Pakistan’s defence ties 
with Russia have moved 
past the bitter Cold War 
hostilities in recent years 
and the chill in the relations 
between Pakistan and the 
US has further pushed the 
country towards Russia and 
China.

Pakistan has shown ea-
gerness to build military-
to-military level ties with 
Russia.

Earlier this year, the 
then foreign minister Kha-
waja Asif visited Moscow 
during which the two sides 
agreed to set up a com-
mission to boost military 
cooperation. 

Russia has over the past 
three years provided four 
Mi-35M combat and cargo 
helicopters to Pakistan and 
the militaries of the two 
countries also held joint 
drills codenamed ‘Friend-
ship’.

Caracas, Aug. 11 (IANS): The Venezue-
lan government has released a video 
in which legislator Juan Requesens is 
heard confessing that he helped one 
of the perpetrators of the attempted at-
tack on the country’s President Nicolas 
Maduro enter the country.

The Venezuelan Minister of Com-
munication and Information, Jorge 
Rodriguez, showed the video at a 
press conference in which Requesens, 
detained since Tuesday, “confesses 
his complicity in the frustrated as-
sassination attempt”, declaring that 
he had arranged for the entry of Juan 
Monasterios, who has been arrested, 
in the country.

Requesens also stated that he ex-
ecuted these actions after the former 
President of the Venezuelan National 

Assembly and opposition legislator Ju-
lio Borges, accused of being one of the 
masterminds behind the attack, asked 
him for a favour, Efe news reported. 

“He reports and confesses that he 
did it on the orders of Julio Borges,” Ro-
driguez emphasised, announcing that 
Venezuela has applied for Interpol’s 
Red Notice against Borges, who is in 
Colombia. The video was repudiated 
by the opposition, arguing that it was 
obtained under coercion and cruel 
treatment. Until now, at least seven 
people have been arrested and 19 
others identified for an assassination 
attempt at Maduro.  Two drones had 
exploded at an event led by Maduro 
on August 4 in which the outgoing 
Colombian President, Juan Manuel 
Santos, was accused of involvement.

Kabul, Aug. 11 (PTI/AFP): Both 
Taliban and government forces 
claimed they were in control 
of the eastern Afghan city of 
Ghazni today, after insurgents 
stormed the provincial capital, 
triggering fierce fighting. 

Afghan officials said they 
were in control of Ghazni late 
yesterday with authorities in 
Kabul saying security forces 
were conducting a clearance 
operation targeting Taliban 
fighters who had taken up posi-
tions in residential homes.

But information about who 
controlled the city was difficult 
to confirm with power and 
mobile services cut to the area 
after the Taliban destroyed a 
telecommunications tower, 
according to Ghazni MP Shah 

Gul Rezaye.
“The central government 

in Kabul said the situation in 
Ghazni was under their control, 
but we managed to contact of-
ficials in Ghazni who said that 
fighting was underway in areas 
surrounding Ghazni,” said the 
parliamentarian.

Rezaye said additional rein-
forcements had been rushed to 
Ghazni late yesterday, after US 
forces deployed attack helicop-
ters and launched at least one 
drone strike to push back the 
Taliban fighters.

The Taliban, however, 
claimed victory saying their 
fighters were now in control 
of Ghazni after routing Afghan 
forces.

“Last night, our mujahideen 

have completely conquered 
a battalion in Ghazni, seizing 
weapons and ammunition 
and four pickup trucks,” said 
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid in a message to jour-
nalists today.

Ghazni -- less than two 
hours by road from Kabul -- has 
been under increasing danger 
from massing Taliban fighters 
for months with reports sug-
gesting insurgents had already 
infiltrated the city. 

The attack, which began 
late Thursday, was the latest 
attempt by the Taliban to seize 
an urban centre and comes as 
pressure mounts on the insur-
gents to enter peace talks with 
the government to end the 
nearly 17-year-old war.

Jakarta, Aug. 11 (IANS): Indonesian au-
thorities on Saturday raised the death toll in 
Lombok island earthquake to 387, while the 
number of injured and displaced went up to 
13,688 and 387,067, respectively.

The 6.9-magnitude earthquake hit the 
island on last Sunday and was followed by 
451 aftershocks, including strong ones with 
5.9 magnitude earlier this week.

National Agency for Disaster Manage-
ment spokesperson Sutopo Purwo Nugroho 
warned in a statement that the toll could fur-
ther increase because of the ongoing search 
for victims buried under rubble and land-
slides after the temblor, Efe news reported.

The northern region of Lombok, where 
the epicentre was located, was the worst 
affected with 334 deaths. It was followed by 
West Lombok with 30, East Lombok with 10, 
Mataram with 9, Central Lombok with 2, and 
Denpasar, capital of the neighbouring island 

of Bali, with 2.
A total of 67,875 houses, 468 schools, six 

bridges, 50 oratories, 20 offices, 15 mosques 
and 13 health centres were demolished or 
damaged.

Sutopo said that conditions on the 
ground were difficult as there were still many 
victims that had not been evacuated or 
refugees who had not received adequate at-
tention, coupled with continued aftershocks.

Regional authorities extended the emer-
gency response period till August 25 given 
the conditions, which will help in providing 
assistance to victims, according to the dis-
aster agency. Hundreds of non-profits and 
community organizations were participating 
in the relief process in Lombok. Lombok, 
located next to the Flores plate, had already 
suffered the impact of a 6.4-magnitude 
earthquake on July 29 which left 16 dead, 355 
injured and 1,500 buildings damaged. 

Beijing, Aug. 11 (PTI): Chinese 
state media has defended the 
planned demolition of a mosque 
in the country’s north west, say-
ing that no religion is bigger than 
the law even as thousands of eth-
nic Hui Muslims continued sit-in 
protests against the plan.

Thousands of protesters 
thwarted attempts by officials in 
Wuzhong city on Thursday to de-
molish parts of the Weizhou Grand 
Mosque in Ningxia Hui Autono-
mous Region for alleged violations 
during its recent renovation.

The sit-in reportedly con-
tinued towards the weekend as 
the protesters stayed put in the 
mosque.

They refused to leave and 
the appearance of large cooking 
stoves and large supplies of food 
and water last evening suggested 
many of them were in for the long 
haul, the Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post reported.

“The officials have not given 
us a clear answer. And we plan 
to carry on until the government 
makes it clear that it won’t make 
any changes to the mosque,” the 
Post quoted a protester as saying.

Chinese officials say the 
mosque authorities which carried 
out a renovation in 2015 made it 
look like a typical mosque from 
the Middle East and they want its 
“Arab style” domes to be replaced 
with Chinese style “pagodas”. 
This was deemed unacceptable 
by most members of the com-

munity.
“After taking down the domes, 

the mosque can no longer be an 
icon of Islam,” said a local man 
who declined to give his name. 

“Changing it to a traditional 
Chinese style is as incongruous 
as putting the mouth of a horse 
on the head of an ox,” he told the 
Post.

While there was no official 

reaction yet to the act of defiance 
by the Hui Muslim community, 
which unlike the Uygur Muslims 
from Xinjiang province, has a 
peaceful reputation, state media 
said no religion can be above 
the law.

“Chinese people enjoy reli-
gious freedom protected by the 
Constitution of China, the coun-
try under the leadership of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC). 
No religion shall have the privi-
lege over laws and regulations of 
the country,” an op-ed in state-
run Global Times said today.

“All religious activities should 
abide by the country’s laws and all 
religions shall be treated equally,” 
it said, adding that “to effectively 
solve the issue, local authorities 
need to stick to the law and take 

local people’s feelings and inter-
ests into consideration,” it said.

Blaming local officials for 
allowing the construction, the 
report said “they need to admit 
their mistakes and inform the ar-
ea’s Muslims why it is necessary to 
take corrective actions in regard 
to the illegality of the ungranted 
(unapproved) expansion”.

“When an issue such as this 
does arise, it is important for 
Chinese citizens to uphold the 
authority of the government’s 
laws and to achieve unity in so-
ciety. They should also be vigilant 
against the intervention of foreign 
forces,” it said.

According to an official white 
paper released in April, China has 
about 20 million Muslims with 
Uygurs and Hui Muslims making 
up about 10 million each.

China is currently carrying 
out a massive crackdown against 
the militant East Turkestan Is-
lamic Movement (ETIM) in the 
volatile Xinjiang province where 
the majority Uyghurs are restive 
over increasing settlements of 
Han Chinese. 

Compared to Uygurs who 
are of Turkic origin with ethnic 
ties to Turkey, Hui Muslims are 
ethnically Chinese in origin. Most 
of them speak Mandarin, and 
apart from the white caps and 
headscarves worn by the more 
traditional members of the ethnic 
group, they are indistinguishable 
from the majority Han Chinese.

Anti-government corruption 
protests in romania injure 440

US suspends military training 
with Pakistan — Report

Venezuela releases confession 
video of Maduro attack accused

Taliban, Kabul govt both claim embattled Afghan city

Death toll in Indonesia quake reaches 387

Protests continue against mosque demolition in China

AP/PTI

Floodlights light up the Grand Mosque in Weizhou in northwestern China’s Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, early Saturday, Aug. 
11, 2018. Thousands of Muslims gathered at a mosque in northwestern China on Friday to protest its planned demolition in a 
rare, public pushback to the government’s efforts to rewrite how religions are practiced in the country. 
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Dharmendra today said he does not see himself as a superstar but as an actor. The 82-year-old actor 
said becoming the number one star was neither his nor his sons- Sunny and Bobby’s-- aim ever.  
“We are not stars, we are actors. Rajesh Khanna gave this word, superstar, because he knew that, 
we don’t know that thing and we will remain the way we are, whether we are called number one 
or not,” Dharmendra said.  He was talking at the trailer launch of his upcoming film “Yamla Pagla 
Deewana Phir Se”, which also stars Sunny and Bobby. The film is third installment in the “Yamla Pagla 
Deewana” franchise and the veteran actor said they have made the film with an intent to entertain.
“We all try to fulfil our wishes. It was our wish to make ‘Yamla Pagla Deewana Phir Se’. The first one 
worked, the second was a flop but we are Jatt and we are not someone to step back. We have made 
an attempt and hope audiences will like the film.”  (PTI)

Deols are not stars, they are actors, says Dharmendra

N
aga folk 
fusion band 
Abiogen-
esis toured 
across Tuni-

sia for five performances 
in five coastal cities from 
August 3 till the 7th.

An update issued on 
Aug. 10 mentioned that 
the band performed 
during the last day of 
the food festival at The 

Orangers Beach Resort 
and Bungalows in Ham-
mamet city.

During the tour, the 
band is said to have been 
provided with a mini tour 
AC bus with a driver and 
a guide for the entire tour. 

On Aug. 4  the band 
headed for Karkanna, an 
island city in Tunisia. The 
5 hours trip included an 
hour of ferry across the 

Mediterranean sea while 
heading for Hotel Monas-
tir Center in Monashir 
city which was the band’s 
base camp till the last 
day. 

On Aug. 5 the band 
performed  at Ksour Essaf 
city and on August 6 they 
performed at Hammen 
Ezzriba city. 

The band’s last con-
cert took place at Gabes 

city. 
The festival of India in 

Tunisia was said to have 
been arranged and co-
ordinated by the Embassy 
of India at Tunis and  the 
Tour was sponsored by 
the Government of India 
while the tour bus and 
stay was provided by the 
Ministry of Culture, Gov-
ernment of Tunisia.

EMN

2.30 pm: Mission Impossible 
Fallout (Eng) 2D

12 pm, 5:30 pm, 8 pm: The 
Meg (Eng) 2D

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Justin Timberlake to release 
book on his career, artistry

Fusion band Abiogenesis plays in Tunisia

S
lash says that 
he thinks that 
everyone in the 
Guns N’ Roses 
camp would 

like to make a new 
studio album, but due 
to their touring com-
mitments, they haven’t 
had the chance to sit 
down and plan it out 

yet.
The reunited 

lineup featuring Slash, 
Axl Rose and Duff 
McKagan have been 
on the road almost 
constantly on the Not 

On This Lifetime tour 
since getting back 

together in 2016, 
leaving fans 

wondering 
if a studio 
return was 

on the 
cards.

And while Slash says “there’s 
no shortage of ideas from eve-
rybody involved” they still have 
to properly plan out their future 
movements.

He tells the upcoming issue 
of Classic Rock magazine: “When 
Guns N’ Roses started doing its 
thing on the Not In This Lifetime 
tour, then the kind of writing I was 
doing was actually more tailored 
towards Guns, because that was 
the environment I was in. 

 “But, then we took the break 
and I started thinking about doing 
the Conspirators record.

 “When it comes down to it, a 
riff is a riff. It could work in either 
context. But with The Conspira-
tors, anything I come up with, 
Myles Kennedy will come up with 
something – and that’s why it’s 
such a diverse record.  

 “With Guns, you have no idea 
where that’s going to go either, 
so it’s really hard to focus on one 
or the other, but I feel like while 
I’m out with Guns I’m thinking 
about Guns stuff. When I’m out 
with Conspirators I’m thinking of 
Conspirators.

 “I’ve been doing The Con-
spirators for eight years now, so 
there’s a certain kind of rhythm 
that I’ve gotten into with doing 
that.  

 “With Guns, we’ve just started 
to touch the surface of what that’s 

going to all be, so I haven’t really 
fallen into that groove yet. Right 
now, there’s more of a question 
mark around that than with Con-
spirators.”

Asked if he’s started to write 
material for a new Guns N’ Roses 
album, Slash replies: “Well, it’s not 
been announced because there’s 
nothing official, so there’s nothing 
to talk about.

 “I think everybody thinks it’s a 
good idea, and everybody would 
like to do it. There’s no shortage 
of ideas from everybody involved, 
but we’ve been so busy on the 
road there hasn’t really been 
time to go in and sit down and 
go, ‘Okay, we’re going to make a 
record.’”

Slash is the cover star of the 
upcoming issue of Classic Rock 
magazine, which will go on sale 
from August 21. 

In June, Guns N’ Roses revis-
ited their classic debut album 
Appetite For Destruction and 
reissued it on various formats, 
including the massive Locked N’ 
Loaded vinyl box set. 

Slash featuring Myles 
Kennedy & The Conspirators, 
meanwhile, will launch their new 
album Living The Dream on Sep-
tember 21 via Slash’s own label 
Snakepit Records and Roadrun-
ner Records.

Loudersound

T
he Los Angeles District 
Attorneys office says that 
it has declined to pros-
ecute sexual assault cases 
levelled against musician 

Marilyn Manson and “Girls” writer 
Murray Miller.

According to documents from 
the District Attorney’s office, the 
charges levelled against Manson, 
whose real name is Brian Warner, 
in 2011 have been dismissed due 
to expired statute of limitations on 
two charges and an absence of cor-
roboration for a sexual assault claim, 
reports variety.com.

Miller’s charges were declined 
due to expired statute of limitations 
and for “inconsistencies which can-
not be overcome” based on the evi-
dence presented. Miller was accused 
last year of sexual assault by actress 
Aurora Perrineau.

Manson’s lawyer, Howard E. King, 

said in a statement: “Under cur-
rent policy, the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney must investigate 
any claim of sexual abuse, no matter 
how outlandish. It is not surpris-
ing that the District Attorney, after 
investigation, summarily rejected the 
claims made in a police report filed 
by a former acquaintance against 
Brian Warner (also known as) Marilyn 
Manson.” 

The statement further read that 
the allegations made to the police 
were and are “categorically denied” 
by “Mr. Warner and are either com-
pletely delusional or part of a calcu-
lated attempt to generate publicity 
for the claimant’s business of selling 
Manson memorabilia.”

“The police report that spurred 
the investigation was accompanied 
by the woman’s press release and 
other attempts to generate publicity 
that fraudulently claimed she was 

held captive by Mr. Warner for 48 
hours in 2011. Any claim of sexual 
impropriety or imprisonment at that, 
or any other, time is false.”

The District Attorney’s office also 
released declination forms for ASAP 
Bari, co-founder of ASAP Mob and 
streetwear clothing label VLONE. The 
rapper was accused of sexual assault 
in 2017, but will not be prosecuted af-
ter the victim decided not to proceed 
with the criminal case, according to a 
court filing.

Fitness entrepreneur Michael 
Torchia will also not be prosecuted 
due to insufficient evidence.

The charges were levelled dur-
ing the #MeToo movement. Sev-
eral high-profile cases are still being 
investigated, including that against 
the disgraced former movie producer 
Harvey Weinstein, who is facing accu-
sations from more than 40 women.

IANS

S
uperstar Sal-
man Khan, who 
is currently in 
Malta shooting 
for his upcoming 

film “Bharat”, on Saturday 
shared a fitness video 
after he was nominated 
in an online challenge by 
Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju.

The “Dabangg” star 
shared a video of him 
cycling and working out 
in the gym. At the end of 
the video Salman is heard 
saying “Hum fit toh India 
fit” (“If we are fit then India 
is fit”.) 

Calling it a “fabulous 
campaign”, Salman cap-
tioned the video: “Fabu-
lous campaign by sports 
minister Rajyavardhan 
Rathore on ‘Hum fit toh 
India fit. I accept fitness 
challenge of Kiren Rijiju. 
Here is my video.”

The online fitness cam-
paign was initiated in May. 
Several personalities like 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, cricket captain Virat 
Kohli and actor Hrithik Ro-
shan among many others 
were seen posting videos of 
their fitness regimes.

IANS

Slash: Everyone would like to 
make a new Guns N’ Roses album

Salman Khan 
accepts Kiren Rijiju’s 
fitness challenge

Assault cases 
against Marilyn 
Manson, Murray 
Miller declined

S
inger-actor Justin Timber-
lake announced that he will 
release his book “Hind-
sight: & All the Things I 
Can’t See in Front of Me” 

on October 30.
The singer revealed the cover of 

the book on Friday, and told fans 
the finished product will be full of 
photographs and stories. 

Timberlake took to Instagram 
to share the news, reports hol-
lywoodreporter.com.

“I’ve been working on this 
for a while now and I am happy 
to finally give you a first look 

at my first book,” the singer wrote 
accompanied by a photograph of 
him pointing at the book. 

“I am looking forward to sharing 
these pictures and stories with you,” 
he added.

The book will feature a collec-
tion of personal images and anec-
dotes that reflect on his 

lasting career 
in the music 

industry 
and the 

inspiration he has found that helps 
continue his career.

“Working on this book was 
an amazing process for me. My 
story has been filled with so many 
amazing people that have helped 
me become the artist I am today,” 
Timberlake said in the press release. 

He added: “Reflecting on those 
moments, spotlighting some of 
the important people and places 
that have informed my music, and 
getting the opportunity to share my 
story is something I am very grateful 
for.” 

The book begins with a look into 
Timberlake’s childhood in Memphis, 
Tennessee. It will then reflect on his 
life as a member of ‘NSYNC and his 
transition into becoming a success-
ful solo artist. 

The book will also give an inside 
look at Timberlake’s career as an ac-
tor, including the formation of many 
of his memorable Saturday Night 
Live skits.

While the book will mainly focus 
on Timberlake’s career and artistry, 
it will also touch on his personal life. 
The press release announced that 
tributes to his wife Jessica Biel and 
their son Silas will be featured in the 
book.

IANS
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Ante Rebic 

Ajay Jayaram 

Stefanos Tsitsipas plays a shot against Alexander Zverev during their 
quarter-final match at the Rogers Cup in Toronto on Aug. 10.

AP/PTI

Manchester United’s Paul Pogba, center, celebrate with teammates after scoring the opening goal of the 
game from the penalty spot during the English Premier League soccer match against Leicester City at Old 
Trafford, in Manchester, England on Friday, Aug. 10.

A penalty shoot-out tournament for the youths of Pelhang, Inbung, and Songlhuh villages was held at 
Songlhuh public ground. Songlhuh village emerged the champion of the tournament. The event was 
sponsored by the Assam Rifles. The security force provided sports materials to all the participating teams.

Croatia forward Rebic extends 
contract with Frankfurt

Jayaram enters Vietnam Open final

Setting goals

Tsitsipas stuns Zverev to keep dream run alive in Toronto

Brazilian forward Barbosa turns down Valencia offer

Halep defeats Garcia to reach semi-final

Man United beat Leicester 
2-1 in Premier League opener

Asian Games: Ministry clears 804-member contingent; will pay for 755

Manchester (England), 
Aug. 11 (Reuters): World 
Cup winner Paul Pogba’s 
third minute penalty and 
a late goal from Luke Shaw 
gave Manchester United a 
2-1 win over Leicester City 
at Old Trafford in the open-
ing game of the Premier 
League season on Friday.

Pogba, fresh from his 
triumph in Russia with 
France but also the subject 
of recent transfer specula-
tion, was named captain 
by manager Jose Mourinho 
and took responsibility for 
the penalty after a handball 
by Daniel Amartey, slowly 
shuffling up before beating 
Kasper Schmeichel.

Leicester responded 
well though with new 
signing James Maddison 
forcing a fine save out of 
United keeper David De 
Gea as the visitors gave 
Mourinho’s side plenty to 
think about.

L e i c e s t e r  s h ow e d 
that even without Riyad 
Mahrez, who has joined 
Manchester City, they re-
main a team with plenty of 
creativity.

But Claude Puel’s side 
were unable to maintain 
that level in the second 
half and Juan Mata should 

New Delhi, Aug. 11 (PTI): 
The Sports Ministry has 
cleared a 804-member In-
dian contingent, including 
572 athletes, for the Asian 
Games but said it will bear 
the expense of 755 mem-
bers with 49 out of 232 of-
ficials allowed at no cost to 
government.

The ministry cleared 
all the athletes and officials 
recommended by the In-
dian Olympic Association 
with the only rider being 
that only 49 officials can 
be part of the contingent at 
the cost of their respective 
federations.

The government will 
bear the cost of 572 athletes, 
183 officials, 119 coaches 
and 21 doctors and phys-
iotherapists and 43 other 
extra officials. Out of the 
572 athletes cleared to take 
part in 36 sports, 312 are 
men while the rest 260 are 

women.
The government re-

fused to bear the cost of all 
the 26 managers named 
in the list submitted by the 
IOA. Three coaches and 20 
other extra officials were 
also cleared at no cost to the 
government.

The long protracted 
process of naming of the 
Indian contingent and 
subsequent clearance by 
the ministry thus came to 
an end without any major 
tussle between the govern-
ment and the IOA, which 
had submitted its list on 
Monday.

In fact, in a somewhat 
surprising move, the sports 
ministry cleared a 12-mem-
ber IOA contingent, which 
includes the Chef de Mis-
sion and his four deputies, 
at government cost without 
the list even being present-
ed before it.

The IOA had said that 
its 12-member contingent, 
which includes office staff-
ers and medical team, need 
no clearance from the gov-
ernment as they would be 
sent at its own cost. It had 
not submitted the list to the 
ministry which had earlier 
raised objections to Raj Ku-
mar Sacheti being named as 
one of the four deputy Chefs 
de Missions.

“...convey the approval 
of the government for par-
ticipation of 804 members 
(572 athletes, 122 coaches/
high performance directors, 
)26 managers, 21 doctors 
and physiotherapists and 
63 other officials including 
the IOA contingent and 
medical team) of the Indian 
contingent to participate in 
the Asian Games,” said the 
official letter from the sports 
ministry to the IOA.

“The participation of 

these 755 members of the 
Indian contingent has been 
approved at cost to gov-
ernment. Actual 
air passage cost 
( e c o n o m y 
class) inclu-
sive of visa 
fee, airport 
tax in respect 
of 572 sport-
spersons, 119 
coaches/high 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
director,  21 
doctors and 
physiothera-
pists and 43 
other officials 
c l e a r e d  a t 
cost to gov-
ernment,” it 
added.

Three out 
of the 122 coaches submit-
ted by the IOA has been 
cleared at no cost to govern-
ment as P-Card category.

The ministry letter said 
that the 43 other officials 
“includes 12 members of 

IOA contingent and one 
extra official on fenc-

ing team. Actual 
number of other 

officials cleared 
at cost to gov-
ernment will de-
pend on the de-

tails received from 
IOA”.

Athletics, which 
had given the 
highest number 
of medals (13) 
in the last Asian 

Games 
i n 
2 0 1 4 , 

h a s 
most number of partici-

pants (50) and its contin-
gent is the biggest at 75. 
Surprisingly, canoe-kayak is 
second in terms of number 
of players (49) and number 

of contingent members 
(60). Hockey is third with 36 
players forming a 51-strong 
contingent.

Shooting, which had 
yielded second highest 
number of medals (9) in the 
last edition, will have 28 par-
ticipants out of 36-strong 
contingent.

Athletics is the worst 
hit in terms of number of 
officials, with seven of them 
being told to bear their own 
cost. Besides two manag-
ers, five officials have been 
cleared at no cost to govern-
ment.

Four personal trainers, 
including coach of sprinter 
Dutee Chand -- N Ramesh 
Singh -- have been cleared 
as P-Card category. 400m 
coach Basant Singh is the 
other official cleared at no 
cost to government.

All the six team officials 
of kurash have been cleared 

at no cost to government 
with one being given P-Card 
category. For handball also, 
five team officials out of 10 
submitted will have to bear 
their own cost.

Unlike the Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games 
contingent in April, the IOA 
has not allowed any parents 
of the players to be named 
as extra officials. However, 
badminton stars Saina Ne-
hwal and P V Sindhu’s per-
sonal physios have been 
included in the contingent 
and they have been cleared 
at government cost. Bad-
minton will go to Jakarta 
with four physios.

The two foreign coaches 
of the badminton contin-
gent -- Dwi Kristiawan and 
Edwin Iriawan -- have also 
been cleared at no cost to 
government. The lone nom-
inated coaches of golf and 
karate have also been asked 

to bear their own cost.
Shooter Heena Sidhu’s 

husband-cum-coach Ron-
ak Pandit and star gymnast 
Dipa Karmakar’s personal 
coach Bishweshwar Nandi 
have also been cleared at 
government cost.

The 572 athletes and 
119 coaches will get an 
out of pocket allowance of 
USD 50 per day while USD 
25 per day will be given to 
the 21 doctors and physio-
therapists and the 43 oth-
er officials, including the 
12-member IOA contingent 
which will have the Chef 
de Mission and his four 
deputies.

The out of pocket allow-
ance will be given for the 
period not exceeding the 
total duration of the Games 
plus actual number of days 
before the Games (for ac-
climatisation) and one day 
after the event.

have scored for United af-
ter good work from Pogba 
and Alexis Sanchez.

Leicester came close to 
an equaliser though when 
substitute Jamie Vardy 
robbed Shaw and found 

Demarai Gray whose flick 
forced another good save 
out of De Gea.

A t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d , 
United’s Belgian forward 
Romelu Lukaku, who like 
Vardy began on the bench, 

should have done better 
when he shot straight at 
Schmeichel after Sanchez 
found him alone in the box.

But seven minutes from 
the end full-back Shaw 
scored his first goal in pro-

Toronto, Aug. 11 (Reuters): 
Greek tyro Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas’ dream run at the Rog-
ers Cup continued on Fri-
day as the teenager toppled 
defending champion Al-
exander Zverev 3-6 7-6(11) 
6-4 to reach the semi-finals 
in Toronto.

The win over world 
number three Zverev 
looked unlikely when the 
19-year-old dropped the 
first set and fell behind 2-5 
in the second.

But Tsitsipas managed 
to save two match points 
and shifted the momen-
tum after edging Zverev 
in a marathon second-set 
tiebreak.

Extending the match 
paid off for Tsitsipas as 
Zverev made a number 
of uncharacteristic errors 
in a tight third set and he 
handed the world number 
27 victory with a double 
fault on match point.

The win was the Greek’s 
third straight over a top 
10 opponent after he dis-
patched Dominic Thiem 
and Novak Djokovic in the 
previous two rounds.

“I’m confused now, is 

Berlin, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Croatian forward Ante Re-
bic has extended his run-
ning contract with German 
football club Eintracht 
Frankfurt until June 2022.

“Ante is certainly one of 
the most positive surprises 
of the World Cup and we 
must make no secret of the 
fact that his performances 
aroused desires. It speaks 
for Eintracht Frankfurt 
that we have managed to 
keep such a strong player,” 
Frankfurt’s sporting direc-
tor Fredi Bobic said in a 
statement on Friday.

Rebic joined Frankfurt 
in summer 2016 and made 
57 appearances, providing 
12 goals and five assists, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

“Ante fits perfectly 
into the system of our 
new trainer Adi Huetter. 

fessional football, firing 
home after a exchange 
with Juan Mata.

Vardy pulled a goal 
back for Leicester in stop-
page time to give them 
some reward for a good 
performance against last 
season’s runners-up.

A f t e r  t h e  g a m e , 
Mourinho, missing several 
midfield options due to 
injury, praised Pogba for 
his willingness to start the 
game after only recently 
returning from his post-
World Cup break.

“He was a monster. We 
thought he would manage 
maximum 60 minutes and 
he went much longer,” said 
Mourinho.

The Frenchman, who 
had been linked with a 
possible transfer window 
move to Barcelona, said he 
remained hungry for more 
success.

“I won’t be full from a 
World Cup. I know it’s a 
great cup, it will stay in my 
mind, but I want to win 
all the trophies. I haven’t 
won the Premier League, I 
haven’t won the Champi-
ons League, I haven’t won 
the European Champion-
ship so there are more to 
win,” he said.

It was important to us 
that we keep his qualities 
in our ranks. Everyone 
who is keeping their fin-
gers crossed for Eintracht 
Frankfurt can look forward 
to this great news,” Bobic 
added.

The 24-year-old played 
a big part in Frankfurt beat-
ing Bayern Munich in the 
German Cup final in May.

Frankfurt will  face 
Freiburg for their Bundes-
liga season opener on Au-
gust 25.

Ho CHi Minh City, Aug. 11 
(PTI): India’s Ajay Jayaram 
stood a step away from his 
first title of the season as he 
made it to the finals of the 
Vietnam Open after defeat-
ing Japan’s Yu Igarashi in 
straight games here today.

The 30-year-old Indian, 
who is making a come-
back after recovering from 
a hamstring injury he suf-
fered last year, saw off sev-
enth seed Igarashi 21-14 21-
19 in a 34-minute match.

Ja y a ra m ,  w h o  h a d 
reached the finals at White 
Nights last month, will face 

Indonesia’s World No. 79 
Shesar Hiren Rhustavito in 
the finals of the USD 75,000 
BWF Tour Super 100 tour-
nament.

Shesar, who had won 
four consecutive Indonesia 
International tournament, 
outwitted India’s Mithun 
Manjunath 21-17 19-21 21-
14 in a match that lasted 59 
minutes here.

This is the third time 
in as many weeks that an 
Indian will be fighting for a 
title in a badminton event. 

Last Sunday, Olympic 
silver medallist P V Sind-

this real?” Tsitsipas said. 
“This shows that with dedi-
cation and work, dreams do 
come true.”

Zverev, 21, was accused 
of poor sportsmanship after 
he failed to congratulate his 
opponent when speaking to 
reporters after the match.

“I don’t think he played 
that well. I think the match 
was absolutely pathetic on 
all levels,” the German said.

 “I’m very honest with 
you guys. Today was an 
absolute pathetic match I 
don’t even think he played 
well.”

Next up for Tsitsipas is a 

showdown with big-serving 
South African Kevin Ander-
son, who thrashed Bulgar-
ian Grigor Dimitrov 6-2 6-2 
earlier on Friday.

Fourth seed Anderson, 
runner-up at Wimbledon 
last month, was never bro-
ken and won 81 percent of 
his first serves.

Top seed Rafa Nadal 
came from behind to send 
hard-hitting Croatian 
Marin Cilic packing with 
a 2-6 6-4 6-4 win in their 
quarter-final match.

The world number one 
was far from his best but 
took advantage of 43 un-

forced errors by Cilic, who 
converted just three of his 
14 break-point opportuni-
ties.

“It is a very important 
victory. The match became 
so difficult,” Nadal said.

“It’s a very good victory 
against a big opponent. It’s 
confidence and another 
chance to play again tomor-
row and that’s great news. 
I’m excited about it.”

Nadal will face Russian 

Karen Khachanov, who de-
feated Dutchman Robin 
Haase 6-3 6-1 earlier in the 
day behind 11 aces in a 
match that lasted less than 
an hour.

Nadal has won all three 
of his prior meetings with 
Khachanov including 
a straight-sets win in the 
round of 16 at the Monte-
Carlo Masters in April, a 
tournament the Spaniard 
went on to win.

Sao Paulo, Aug. 11 (IANS): Bra-
zilian forward Gabriel Barbosa 
has rejected an offer to join Va-
lencia, committing himself to 
Santos until the end of the year, 
the Brazilian club’s coach said.

Gabriel has scored 13 goals 
for Santos since rejoining his 
original club in January on 
a year-long loan from Inter 
Milan, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Santos coach Alexi Stival 
revealed on Friday that the 

21-year-old has received offers 
from Valencia and an unspeci-
fied club in the Middle East.

“He is very important to us. 
He has a proposal from Valen-
cia and from the Arab world, 
but he does not want to go be-
cause he doesn’t think it would 
be fair to leave his teammates 
like that,” Stival, who is better 
known as Cuca, told reporters.

“I wasn’t supposed to say 
anything about it but fans have 
to understand who is paddling 

Top seed Simona Ha-
lep sent Caroline Garcia 
packing for the second 
consecutive year at the 
Rogers Cup in Montreal 
on Friday with a 7-5 6-1 
win to set up a semi-final 
showdown with Ashleigh 
Barty on Saturday.

The French Open 
champion showed no 
signs of fatigue following 
her marathon three-set 
win over Anastasia Pav-
lyuchenkova on Wednes-
day, running down balls 
to extend points and wear 
down the slower Garcia.

After a shaky start Ha-
lep won three straight 
games to take the first 
set and dominated the 
second set behind pin-
point serving and stout 
defense.

Next up for Halep is 
Australian Barty, who 
strolled to a 6-3 6-1 win 
over Kiki Bertens in their 
quarter-final match ear-
lier in the day.

T h e  1 5 t h - s e e d e d 
Barty won 80 percent of 
her first serve points and 
broke Bertens four times 
as she cruised to victory.

hu had settled for a silver 
medal after losing to Spain’s 
Carolina Marin in the sum-
mit clash at Nanjing, China.

A week before that, In-
dia’s Sourabh Verma had 
won the men’s singles title 
at Russia Open Tour Super 
100 tournament.

Jayaram, a  former 
World No. 13, was clinical 
in the opening game as he 
kept distancing himself 
from his rival after opening 
up a slender 3-1 lead at the 
start. He held a 11-8 advan-
tage at the interval.

After the break, Jayaram 
jumped to a 15-8 lead by 
reeling off five straight 
points. Igarashi tried to 
make a comeback but the 
Indian continued to march 
ahead to pocket the first 
game. In the second game, 
Igarashi opened up a 4-1 
lead initially but Jayaram 
clawed his way back with 
three points. The duo went 
neck and neck after that 
before Jayaram held a 11-10 
advantage at the breather.

After the break, Jayaram 
collected five points on 
the trot to jump to a 16-11 
lead. The Japanese again 
recovered to 18-19 but the 
Indian shut the door on his 
opponent.

in the same direction as the 
rest of the team.”

Meanwhile Cuca ruled 
out losing Lucas Verissimo 
during the European sum-
mer transfer window amid 
reports linking the centre-
back with Torino and Zenit 
Saint Petersburg.

Santos are currently 
15th in Brazil’s 20-team 
Serie A standings with the 
season nearly at its halfway 
point.

Gabriel Barbosa 
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Teams and DYA officials after the first penalty shootout tournament at Mokokchung village ground on Aug. 11.
EM Images

Riku Khape (blue) and Leihong in action during their semi-final match at the ongoing inter-district and 
state badminton championship in Pfutsero on Saturday, Aug.11.

EM Images

Dele Alli (R) celebrate with teammates after scoring a goal against Newcastle in their Premier League 
opener on Saturday, Aug. 11.

Visitors try gym equipments during the 6th edition of the International Sporting Expo, in New Delhi on 
Saturday, Aug. 11. 

PTI

Rene Mihelic 

Marc Marquez was once again the fastest when it mattered on Saturday, 
grabbing pole for the Austrian MotoGP.

Chelsea, Spurs off to winning 
Premier League starts

Leihong stun defending champion Rika to enter final
Nagaland Inter-district and Open Badminton Championship

Marquez denies Ducatis for Austrian 
MotoGp pole as Rossi struggles

ISL: Dynamos sign Mihelic from Chennaiyin FC

International Sporting Expo concludes in Delhi

Dilong Youth Association penalty shootout tournament held

London, Aug. 11 (AFP): 
Chelsea manager Maurizio 
Sarri got off to a winning 
Premier League start as new 
signing Jorginho slotted 
home coolly from the pen-
alty spot in a 3-0 win at Hud-
dersfield on Saturday.

Tottenham also made 
light of discontent over their 
lack of summer transfer ac-
tivity by resisting a late New-
castle onslaught to win 2-1 
at St. James's Park thanks to 
goals from Jan Vertonghen 
and Dele Alli.

Watford, Bournemouth 
and Crystal Palace also 
picked up 2-0 wins on the 
opening weekend of the 
season.

Chelsea have endured a 
turbulent pre-season with 
Sarri sworn in to replace 
fellow Italian Antonio Conte 
less than a month before the 
campaign got underway.

The Londoners also 
smashed their transfer re-
cord and set a new world re-
cord fee for a goalkeeper in 
splashing 80 million euros 
(£72 million, $92 million) 
on Kepa Arrizbalaga this 
week after Thibaut Courtois 
departed for Real Madrid.

But the young Basque 
'keeper was rarely troubled 
in recording a clean sheet 
as the visitors' greater qual-
ity told at the John Smith's 
Stadium after a slow start.

Crucially Chelsea have 
held onto Eden Hazard, but 
while the Belgian was only 
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deemed fit enough for a 
place on the bench follow-
ing his World Cup exertions, 
N'Golo Kante was thrown 
straight into the side after 
starring in Russia for world 
champions France.

Kante has been de-
ployed in a more advanced 
role due to Jorginho's ar-
rival and was on the end of 
Willian's cross to open the 
scoring 11 minutes before 
half-time.

Moments later Marcos 
Alonso was upended in-
side the area and Jorginho 
cheekily slotted home after 
a hop in his run up wrong-
footed Ben Hamer.

Hazard was introduced 

for the final 15 minutes and 
looked keen to make up 
for lost time as he teed up 
Pedro Rodriguez to round 
off the scoring.
Pochettino pleads for unity
Tottenham have had a 
much quieter summer after 
becoming the first Premier 
League side since the trans-
fer window was introduced 
in 2003 to not make a single 
signing.

Supporters' groups have 
demanded answers from 
chairman Daniel Levy af-
ter paying increased sea-
son ticket prices for a first 
season in the club's new 
stadium.

But manager Mauri-

cio Pochettino has insist-
ed his happy just to have 
retained a host of players 
who excelled at the World 
Cup and it was two of them 
who handed Spurs all three 
points at Newcastle.

Vertonghen and Alli 
struck either side of Joselu's 
equaliser for the Magpies 
with all three goals coming 
in the first 18 minutes.

"It is important to be 
strong from the beginning 
and have belief and convey 
a positive message," Po-
chettino said.

"It is important the fans 
know the players need their 
help."

Harry Kane was one of 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 11: Legend of 
Damnation won the first Penalty 
shootout tournament organised 
by Dilong Youth Association (DYA) 

at Mokokchung village ground on 
Saturday, Aug. 11.

Legend of Damnation defeated 
the Unexpected Friends at the final 
to clinch the championship title and 

the Golden Glove was awarded to 
Bendangsunep from team Legend 
of Damnation.

The penalty shootout was pure-
ly based on knock-out format where 

14 teams participated.
Earlier, Deacon of MTBA Puti-

yanger, pronounced the invocation 
and convener of the tourney Wa-
pang Walling welcome the players.

Spielberg bei Knittelfeld 
(Austria), Aug. 11 (AFP): 
Spaniard Marc Marquez 
(Honda) grabbed pole posi-
tion on Saturday in qualify-
ing for the Austrian Mo-
toGp, edging the Ducatis 
of Italian Andrea Dovizioso 
and Spaniard Jorge Lorenzo 
as Valentino Rossi toiled.

"What a fight! What 
a pole!" the Honda team 
tweeted After a dominant 
performance a week ago in 
the Czech Grand Prix, the 
Ducatis arrived in Austria 
hoping to further trim the 
huge points lead Marquez 
has built with five victories 
in 10 races this season.

Instead, Marquez, the 
reigning world champi-
on, delivered a fastest lap 
of 1min 23.241sec in the 
second and final qualify-
ing session, just two thou-
sandth of a second faster 
than Dovizioso, the winner 
in Brno, with Lorenzo, the 
runner-up a week earlier, 
third, 0.135sec back.

"It's the same gaining 
pole positions by a thou-
sandth as by a second," 
Marquez said. Spielberg 
has been a happy hunting 

New Delhi, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Indian Super League (IPL) 
franchise Delhi Dynamos 
on Saturday announced 
the signing of Slovenian 
playmaker Rene Mihelic on 
a one-year contract.

Rene played a pivotal 
role in the title-winning 
campaign of Chennaiyin FC 
last season as he notched up 
two goals and four assists in 
his 14 appearances with the 
franchise. The Slovenian's 
ability to cause havoc from 
dead-ball situations made 
him a vital cog in the South 
Indian side's impressive run 
till the very end.

"Mihelic is a player we 

have identified from the 
start because he offers a lot 
both from dead ball situa-
tions and from open play. 
His creativity from the mid-
field will add extra quality 
for us going forward," Dy-
namos head coach Josep 
Gombau said.

"He is a motivated play-
er who wants to build on his 
past success," he added.

A graduate of the youth 
academy of NK Maribor, 
Mihelic, at the age of 19 
became the youngest player 
to feature for Slovenia at the 
international level.

After leaving Maribor in 
2010, Mihelic spent three 

seasons with Portuguese 
top tier side Nacional and 
in that period, he also had 
a loan spell with Bulgarian 
giants Levski Sofia. 

The midfielder has also 
featured for Hungarian gi-
ants Debrecen and Israeli 
outfit Hapoel Ra'anana.

"I want to thank Dyna-
mos and coach Gombau for 
believing in me and giving 
me this opportunity. I've 
played against them in the 
past and this is a team that 
is determined and hard 
to break so I am excited 
to have joined a fantastic 
group of players and staff," 
Mihelic said.

Our Correspondent
Pfutsero, Aug 11:  18 year 
old Leihong of Mon dis-
trict defeated defending 
champion Riku Khape in 
direct sets in the semi-final 
match to enter the final of 
the ongoing 42nd Inter-dis-
trict and State Badminton 
championship organised 
by Nagaland Badminton 
Association here at the 
Multi Purpose Indoor Sta-
dium in Pfutsero on Sat-
urday. 

Leihong made a come-
back to win the first set by 
18-22. In the second set, 
Leihong took the advan-
tage as Riku failed to seize 
the opportunity with the 
pressure and lost the sec-
ond set 21-11.

W h i l e  i n  a  c l o s e l y 
fought encounter between 
Ankur Sangpang Rai of Ko-
hima and Bentilo Kath of 
Dimapur, Rai won 21-18 
26-24 to set up a final clash 
against Leihong in the 
men's single final match.  

For women's single cat-
egory, Ekumyala of Kohima 
beat defending champion 
Bendangnaro of Nagaland 
Police 21-19, 21-19. She will 
either take on Shekhotolu 

Tottenham's many World 
Cup stars to start despite 
having just a few days' pre-
season training in their legs.

The Golden Boot win-
ner was unable to break 
his hex of failing to score 
in August and, like the rest 
of his side looked far from 
his best, but Pochettino 
was impressed by his side's 
commitment and energy 
levels.

"I am so proud of the 
performance in the cir-
cumstances," added Po-
chettino.

"We can do better, of 
course, and be more con-
sistent but it was a mas-
sive challenge to connect 
everything and prepare in 
the few days we had."

P r o m o t e d  F u l h a m 
earned rave reviews for 
their summer business, 
outspending Manchester 
United and Manchester 
City, in signing 12 new play-
ers.

But there was no in-
stant return on that invest-
ment as Jeffrey Schlupp 
and Wilfried Zaha scored 
either side of half-time to 
give Palace a 2-0 win at 
Craven Cottage.

Roberto Pereyra scored 
twice as Watford were too 
good for Brighton.

Bournemouth were 
also comfortable victors 
over promoted Cardiff 
thanks to goals from Ryan 
Fraser and Callum Wilson.

or Yashikala in the final as 
the match was yet to begin 
till the filling of this report. 

For boys single for 
U-19, Leihong will take on 
Bentilo Kath in the final 
match.

Leihong beat Paramaisi 
Zeliang 21-1, 21-7 and Ben-

tilo Kath defeated Lanu-
kum Imsong 21-11, 21-17.

For men's doubles, 
Joseph Sumi and Raju 
of Nagaland Police beat 
Imsurenba Jamir  and 
Medemnochet 21-12, 21-
15 in the semi-final match. 
They will take on Riku 

Khape and Taliakum Yaden 
or Imliwapang Tzudir and 
Imnatoshi Longkumer in 
the final. 

While for girls single 
for U-19, Merenjungla of 
Dimapur beat Erenbeni 
Lotha of Wokha 10-21, 21-
14, 24-26.

New Delhi, Aug. 11 (IANS): 
Organised under the ae-
gis of India 'Exhibition 
Services' and 'India Trade 
Fair Academy', the 6th edi-
tion of 'India International 
Sporting Goods Show con-
cluded here on Saturday.

The three-day expo, in-
tended to bring the leading 
sportswear manufacturers, 
buyers, and dealers under 
one roof, managed to gain 
a footfall of 12000.

Overwhelmed with the 
phenomenal response, 
India Exhibition Services 

CEO Swadesh Kumar said: 
"We recognised the poten-
tial that our sports industry 
holds at the National as 
well as International level, 
and hence decided to take 
it a step ahead."

"Besides sports profes-
sionals and sports fanatics, 
the expo proved to be a 
great platform for everyone 
involved in the business 
to exchange ideas, learn 
new things, buy a variety of 
products at best prices and 
a lot more," he added.

Concurrent event like 

Sports India Forum Meet, 
Sports India Conference, 
Sports India Dealer Meet, 
Sports Rehab (Sports Semi-
nar) and Sports India Fash-
ion Show managed to at-
tract the audience but the 
highlight of the event was 
PEFI awards.

The awards were given 
to felicitate all those Physi-
cal Education teachers who 
have contributed to devel-
oping the sports in India, 
in association with Physical 
Education Foundation of 
India.

Yaom of Mon beat Im-
nuksungla of Mokochung 
22-20, 16-21, 21-17.

Merenjungla will take 
on Yaom in the final for 
U-19 category.

In boy’s doubles for 
U-19, Chunglitong and 
Kilangkumba Kichu of 
Mokochung defeated Max 
Lama and Serichem Sang-
tem 21-14, 21-5. With the 
win, they will face Ruvezo 
and Wekhrope of Phek who 
earlier beat Vikhietuo and 
Zhakuo Seyie 21-10, 21-14.

In mixed doubles for 
50+, I Temjen and N Wati 
will take on Step Ao and Y 
Sema in the final.

In mixed doubles for 
40+, Rhovise Nyumi and 
Tajenkaba will clash against 
Aochumba Pongen and 
Aomolung Sort in the final. 

Joseph Sumi and Raju 
of Nagaland Police will face 
Moatemjen and Tajenkaba 
in the final of mixed dou-
bles 35+ final.

The organisers  in-
formed that the finals 
matches for the veterans 
and junior matches for 
both boys and girls will be 
played on Saturday eve-
ning.

ground for Ducati since the 
track returned to the Mo-
toGP calendar in 2016.

That year, Ducati swept 
the top places and last sea-
son the lead changed hands 
twice on the final bend as 
Dovizioso edged Marquez 
to win.

This week, over the first 
three free practice sessions, 
Ducati again held the up-
per hand with Dovizioso 
fastest, Lorenzo second and 
Marquez only fourth, more 
than half a second slower 

than the Italian.
"They struck first in the 

free practice," said Mar-
quez. "This was returning 
like Nadal, now we'll see 
tomorrow how we take ad-
vantage, but all weekend 
I've felt good,

Marquez gained an 
even bigger advantage over 
his closest pursuer in the 
standings, Italian Valentino 
Rossi (Yamaha), was not fast 
enough to make Q2 and will 
start from 14th on the grid 
on Sunday.


