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Students in Dimapur participating in a peaceful protest organised by college students across Nagaland on Friday.  
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Governor Acharya with editors of local newspapers and reporters after a meeting at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima on Friday. EM Images
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Students from 42 colleges 
skip classes on day one of 
ANCSU-led peaceful agitation 
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 10 : Thou-
sands of college students in 
Nagaland under the aegis 
of the All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
staged rallies in their respec-
tive district headquarters on 
Friday, demanding immedi-
ate intervention from the 
state government to settle 
the issues of students’ schol-
arships and land disputes at 
various district colleges and 
polytechnic institutions.

“Until the state govern-
ment addresses the genuine 
demands of the colleges 
(sic) students, the ANCSU 
as per the ultimatum of 
the colleges students will 
abstain from attending 
classes from this day dated 
10th August 2018,” stated 
an ANCSU memorandum 
addressed to the chief min-
ister which was submitted 
to respective district dep-
uty commissioners today. 
It warned that the college 
students would be forced 
to adopt severe course of 
actions against the non-
commitment of the state 
government in addressing 
the core issues.

There are currently 42 
colleges across different 
districts of the state that are 
affiliated to the ANCSU.

“ We  w i l l  n o t  s e t -
tle for verbal assurances 
anymore,” stated Katho P 
Awomi, the president of 
the union, during the rally 
in Kohima which was at-
tended by students from 15 
colleges in the district.

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  h i m , 
there are several scholar-
ship schemes sponsored 
by different ministries at 
the centre but yet unknown 
to the students. “These 
scholarship funds are being 
manipulated and are just 
vanishing,” he told media-
persons on the sidelines of 
the rally. He said when ANC-

SU sought information on 
the matter, it was brought 
to light that there were some 
scholarship schemes which 
were never brought to the 
notice of the public includ-
ing the students. 

Post-matric scholarship 
is the only one that is known 
and sought for by the stu-
dents, he pointed out, add-
ing that the state was having 
a problem in implementing 
the scheme for degree and 
higher secondary students 
as there was no particular 
date specified to disburse 
the amount to the students. 
“We are not even sure how 
much is sanctioned and 
how much each student 
should be getting,” he add-
ed.

He said the union had 
earlier suggested the state 
government to set up a 
scholarship cell consisting 
of officials from the different 
departments which have 
scholarship schemes, with 
the sole responsibility to 
implement the scholarship 
schemes by sensitising and 
informing the people abut 
the schemes and disbursing 
the scholarships on time. 

If the government can 
sanction crores of rupees 
with the slogan that ‘change 
is coming’ for buying VIP ve-
hicles, why can’t they build 
retaining a wall to demar-
cate and protect the land 
that belong to the colleges, 
the student leader ques-
tioned.

Remarking on the re-
cent creation of the Invest-
ment and Development 
Authority, he said it may 
have its merits but felt that 
students’ scholarship issue 
was sidelined. He said the 
previous DAN government 
had accepted and acknowl-
edged the ANCSU’s demand 
for a separate scholarship 
cell. 

But the new govern-

ment, according to the stu-
dent organsiation, ‘came 
out with another compli-
cated department which is 
really confusing.’

On land disputes in vari-
ous government institu-
tions, Awomi said ANCSU 
has been pursuing for in-
frastructure and other de-
velopment matters in those 
institutions but on many 
occasions, land issues have 
posed problems. 

He elaborated that the 
government would say it 
was not able to go ahead 
with further development 
activities because of prob-
lems from landowners. He 
was of the view that what-
ever the conditions, these 
issues should be settled for 
the welfare of the student 
community.

Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) representative, 
Kesosul Christopher Ltu, 
in his brief address at the 
rally, stated that the land 
encroachment issue at KSCJ 
has been a long pending 
issue. He expressed dismay 

over the complacency of the 
government which has led 
the students to come to the 
streets to protest.  

With regard to the schol-
arships issue, Ltu said the 
NSF was in solidarity with 
the demand of the students. 
He however underscored 
the need for students to 
‘rethink and retrospect’ as 
to whether they were genu-
inely eligible to avail the 
scholarship schemes.

The NSF leader also 
criticised the lack of infra-
structure development in 
Nagaland University (NU), 
which he observed was 
worse than the infrastruc-
tures of private colleges and 
universities despite receiv-
ing more funding.  

“The University is not 
able to accommodate even 
fifty students in a depart-
ment per year. Where will 
our remaining students go? 
All of us are not wealthy 
enough to go and study out-
side. Universities should en-
hance the human resource 
centres as these are some of 

our basic rights,” Ltu said.
He cited the Tezpur Uni-

versity in Assam which was 
established in the same 
year as NU in 1994, but now 
has better infrastructure 
and faring better than most 
universities. “We are still in 
the same old buildings with 
roofs leaking where water 
comes inside the classroom 
during monsoon season,” 
he lamented. He also called 
upon the students to be 
responsible while asserting 
their rights.

The president of An-
gami Students’ Union (ASU) 
and officials of KSCJ stu-
dents’ union and St. Joseph’s 
College Jakhama students’ 
council also delivered soli-
darity messages at the rally.

The ANCSU demands 
include: setting up of a sep-
arate nodal cell for scholar-
ships as assured by the gov-
ernment and bring about 
a ‘permanent settlement’ 
on the scholarship issue. 
It stated in the memoran-
dum that the creation of 
such cell would facilitate 

efficient implementation 
and timely disbursing of 
scholarships to benefici-
aries within a stipulated 
time/month annually. As 
per the union, many stu-
dents rely on their scholar-
ship amount for academic 
needs; therefore, the same 
should be disbursed to 
beneficiaries by the month 
of August every year.

The ANCSU also sought 
the chief minister’s inter-
vention to settle all land 
disputes and encroach-
ment issues in the district 
colleges and polytechnic 
institutions. It stated that all 
such issues should imme-
diately be recommended 
for proper land survey and 
land belonging to those col-
leges should be retained ‘at 
any cost’. It demanded for 
a proper wall demarcation 
for all the government col-
leges to protect and prevent 
any kind of encroachment 
in future.

In this connection, the 
union cited the land en-
croachment issue at Kohi-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 10: The commissioner and sec-
retary for Health and Family Welfare, I Himato 
Zhimomi on Friday issued a suspension notice 
to M/S Drug Wholesalers Dimapur, over what 
was declared as “highly improper storage of es-
sential drugs.”

The commissioner served the notice after 
an inspection in Dimapur on August 10. He 
informed that the M/S Drug Wholesalers were 
judged to have been using improper storage fa-
cility – ‘even the cold storage was old and rusted.’

Zhimomi told Eastern Mirror over the 
phone: “Medicines are more important than 
food items.” But if pharmacies were to supply 
such drugs, it cannot be tolerated, he asserted. 

According to him, similar inspections con-
ducted at other pharmacies were ‘satisfactory.’ 
However, he assured that such inspections will 
be conducted time and again. 

Zhimomi denied that the surprise inspec-
tion was a result of complaint from patients. 
He said that he wants his drug inspectors to be 
more ‘proactive’ and monitor closely the quality 
of medicines sold. 

The samples collected on Friday have been 
sent to the regional drug lab at Guwahati to 
check for adulteration, as there is no such facility 
in Nagaland. The result might take two to three 
weeks to arrive due to the technical process of 
testing, confirmation invloved, he said.

‘In any case, I hope the medicines are fine as 
we don’t want any adulterated medicines,’ he said. 

Further, he informed that the M/S Drugs 
Wholesalers’ licence will remain suspended 
for a couple of weeks till full report is submit-
ted from their end. ‘If medicines are found to 
be misbranded, adulterated or containing any 
other banned subtances, the particular whole-
salers will be dealt with as per the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Rules of 1945, with penalty up to life 
imprisonment,’ he informed.

According to Zhimmomi, ‘cancelling their 
license is not an issue, but it is a matter of some-
one else’s life.’

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 10: The gov-
ernor of Nagaland, PB Ach-
arya on Friday encouraged 
Nagaland-based newspa-
pers to play a “dominant-
pivotal role” in changing the 
mindset of Naga people. He 
made this challenge while 
adressing editors and re-

ma Science College Jotsoma 
(KSCJ), pointing out that 
it was an age-old dispute 
which the ANCSU has been 
repeatedly raising with the 
government for settlement. 
However, it alleged that the 
state government has ‘mis-
erably failed to understand 
and ignored the gravity of 
the matter’ for which, the 
issue remained unsettled. 
ANCSU demanded that the 
state government should 
immediately expedite the 
process on priority so that 
the college was not affected 
by the issue anymore.
Dimapur: The Dimapur 
unit of ANCSU held a peace-
ful dharna at DC court junc-
tion today. According to the 
assistant general secretary 
of ANCSU, Imnameren N 
Jamir: ‘we will continue the 
dharna if the government 
does not respond to our 
demands.’

He said the students 
participating in the rallly 
would not attend class un-
til the government repos-
nds to the demand. Repre-
sentatives from Dimapur 
Government College, SM 
College, Pranabananda 
Women's College and SD 
Jain Girl's College spoke in 
solidarity of the students’ 
demands. Eighteen colleges 
participated in the protest 
in Dimapur. 
Peren: Students from three 
higher secondary schools 
and a government college, 
and few Nagaland univer-
sity students, turned up at 
the protest. Consequently, 
the Peren Students Union 
and the Peren Government 
College Students Union 
submitted a memorandum 
to the additional deputy 
commissioner of Peren.
Phek: At Phek, the ANSCU’s 
dharna was held outside the 
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice. The president of Phek 
Town Chakhesang Students 
Union, vice presidents of 
both the Phek and Pfüt-
sero Government Colleges 
gave solidity speech in sup-
port of ANCSU demands. 
Educational secretary of 

ANCSU, Kruto Tetseo, read 
out the charter of demands. 
The memorandum was 
submitted to deputy com-
missioner of Phek signed 
by both the vice presidents 
of Phek Governemt College 
Student Council and the 
Pfütsero Government Col-
lege Student Council. 
Mokokchung: More than 
one thousand students from 
four colleges in Mokokc-
hung district particiapted 
in a protest against and en-
croachment in two govern-
ment colleges. Students 
from Jubilee Memorial Col-
lege, People’s College, Tuli 
College and Fazl Ali College 
took part in the protest. 

 “The student commu-
nity will abstain from at-
tending regular classes from 
tomorrow (Saturday) until 
the state government gives 
a positive answer,” accord-
Ing to the vice president of 
ANCSU. 
Wokha: More than 500 stu-
dents from Mt. Tiyi College 
and Bailey Baptist College 
in Wokha assembled at thew 
local ground to participate 
in the state-wide rally. The 
speaker of ANCSU, Pit-
hungo Shitio stated that 
the state government has 
turned a deaf ear to the 
genuine demands of the 
students.
Zunheboto: The Zunhe-
boto Government College 
Students’ Union and Khel-
hoshe Polytechnic Kohi-
ma also held a peaceful 
dharna. “Along with the 
land encroachment issue 
of Kohima Science College, 
separate nodal cell and 
permanent settlement for 
scholarship and demarca-
tion wall for district gov-
ernment colleges, it also 
asked the government to 
intervene and settle the 
Zunheboto and Khelhoshe 
polytechnic land encroach-
ment issue,” informed a 
press release. 

The protestors also 
demanded that the Khel-
hoshe Polytechnic Institure 
at Atoizu be upgraded to a 
degree course institution.

porters at the Raj Bhavan in 
Kohima.

Citing his travels to the in-
terior parts of Nagaland, Ach-
arya reminded the group of 
journalists that some parts of 
Nagaland receive newspaper 
copies ‘only after two to three 
days of publication’ rendering 
its values ‘lost’ by the time it 
reaches the subscribers. 

A strong media, he said, 
was needed for a healthy de-
mocracy. “We are very weak 
in strengthening democracy. 
To strengthen democracy we 
need to have a strong media; 
it is the most essential part of 
the democracy.”

According to Acharya, 
people have the mindset 
about ‘Nagaland as an insur-

gency-state, which is anti-
India.’ However, he informed 
that Nagaland had supplied 
3000 ex-servicemen to vari-
ous security forces in the 
country. 

Banks for economic 
development 
Aside Kohima and Dimapur, 
he said, there were hardly 
any bank branches in other 
districts. “People in rural ar-
eas are unaware of the bank-
ing facilities and schemes 
provided by the government 
through banks. A meeting 
with twenty bank representa-
tives was held on 9th Feb-
ruary 2018 at Raj Bhavan 
Kohima to discuss about 
opening branches in the oth-

er districts of Nagaland.
“Following the meeting 

only five banks including 
Nagaland Rural Bank, Naga-
land State Co-operative Bank 
Ltd, UCO Bank Central Bank 
of India and United Bank of 
India responded to the call. 
I have written to these banks 
to open up new bank branch-
es in strategic rural areas to 
enable people of the area to 
avail banking facilities and 
for implementation of central 
and state flagship welfare 
programmes,” he said. 

Unrecognised villages 
Citing government records, 
he informed that there are 
120 unrecognised villages in 
Nagaland as of July this year. 

Those villages, he reminded, 
were without polling stations. 

Connecting NRC and ILP 
The governor underscored 
that the ‘sensitive issue of il-
legal immigrants’ should be 
tackled properly in light of 
the Assam government pub-
lishing its National Register 
of Citizens recently. “If some 
are sent out stating that they 
are not Indians, it is possible 
that they could come to the 
borders of Nagaland and Aru-
nachal Pradesh, so this issue 
has to be tackled carefully. 
Even the ILP is not properly 
working out. So many peo-
ple have come to Mon. They 
have to come with a proper 
visa,” he said. 

Monsoon fury and SOS 
Achraya also appealed to the 
citizens of the state to donate 
generously towards the re-
lief fund set up by the state 
government. “People should 
stand in solidarity with the 
distressed, affected people 
in the state and be part of the 
effort to support them in this 
hour of crisis.”

Tharoor should apologise
Commenting on the contro-
versy over Shasho Tharoor’s 
remark on Naga headgear, 
Acharya said the senior Con-
gress leader should apoligise 
to the Naga people. “Such a 
statement from a highly qual-
ified person, who also repre-
sented the people of India, 
is extremely regrettable and 
unacceptable. The respected 
Member of Parliament must 
apologise to the people of 
Nagaland in particular and 
the nation in general.”  

To enable the disabled 
According to the governor the 
total number of persons with 
disabilities in the state of Naga-
land was approximately 29631; 
whereas disability certificates 
were issued only to 6392 (in 
both old ans new formats). 

“There is a need to organ-
ise special camps for certifica-
tion and issuance of disability 
certificates to eligible persons 
so that they are able to avail 
the schemes, programmes 
and benefits meant for them. 
I appreciate Kiphire for organ-
ising the differently able as-
sessment camp under Rash-
triya Vayoshri Yojana scheme 
in fifteen different locations 
over the district,” he said. 
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Municipal Affairs informs 
BSUP beneficiaries 
The directorate of Municipal Affairs has reminded all 
the BSUP beneficiaries of K Badze, Kohima, who have 
been selected by the 42 sector committee, to occupy 
the flats within Aug. 24. The in-charge persons are 
directed to complete necessary formalities during of-
fice hours. If the selected beneficiaries do not occupy 
the flats within the specific period, it will allot to the 
EWS applicants in the wait list or those who are will-
ing to occupy and the Directorate shall not entertain 
any complaint whatsoever, the notification informed.

Highway traders’ union 
informs members
Highway Traders’ Union Kohima (HTUK) has requested 
its members (traders/ trading community) to participate 
in the mass social work on Aug. 11 from 7 am to 9 am in 
compliance to the directive of the district administration 
in Kohima. Members are directed to clean the drainage 
to prevent from clogging, besides their respective areas.

Dimapur DPDB meeting 
Monthly meeting of the Dimapur district planning 
and development board (DPDB) cum finalisation of 
LADP-2018-19 has been convened on Aug. 14 in the 
conference hall of the deputy commissioner at 1 pm. 
The district planning officer has requested all elected 
members to attend the proposed meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

PDA distributes relief materials to 
landslides affected families

Fitness instructor imaprting training to the trainees at  the newly opened centre $th Mile in Dimapur.
PDA volunterrs with the landslide affected people in one of the colonies in Kohima during the distribution of relief materials. 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
With the initiative of the 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, 
relief materials were dis-
tributed to the landslides af-
fected families at Peraciezie 
and Pezielietse colonies in 
Kohima by the members of 
Peoples Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) led by its con-
vener Chingwang Konyak 
on Aug. 9.

The objective of the ini-
tiation was not only to dis-
tribute relief materials to the 
affected families or individu-
als but also to ascertain the 
actual problems faced by the 
people due to unprecedent-

ed natural calamities such 
as landslides and collapse 
of retaining walls thereby 
caused a havoc across the 
state owing to incessant rains 
for the last few days, said the 
advisor to the chief minister, 
Abu Metha. 

In addition, Metha said 
the idea of distributing relief 
materials is being carried 
out at the landslides affected 
places in order to ensure 
that government assistance 
percolates down to the grass-
roots level. 

The administration, po-
lice, disaster management 
agency, army and para mili-

tary forces have been actively 
helping the public to the best 
of its efforts for the last few 
days, he added. 

Metha further requested 
the residents to maintain 
records of damages and sub-
mit to their respective chair-
men for onward submission 
to administration or con-
cerned authority. 

Relief materials were 
handed over to the colo-
nies in the presence of ADC 
Kohima Lithrongla T Rutsa 
and SDPO (N) Kohima Ke-
toukhrielie Metha. The team 
also visited landslides areas 
at Peraciezie and Pezielietse. 

KLC observes 
World’s Indigenous 
Peoples Day
Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN):  Kohima Law Col-
lege has observed the International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous Peoples 2018 at the 
college on Aug. 9 under the theme, “Indig-
enous peoples’ migration and movement.” 

According to a press release received 
here on Thursday, professor-in-charge, 
Kezhokhoto Savi highlighted the signifi-
cance of the day and recognition of in-
digenous peoples’ rights. The indigenous 
peoples made up less than 5% of the world’s 
population, but account for 15% of the 
poorest. 

Savi said indigenous peoples are in-
heritors and practitioners of unique cultures 
and ways of relating to people and the en-
vironment. They have retained social, cul-
tural, economic and political characteristic 
that are distinct from those of the dominant 
societies in which they live and they are the 
most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups. 

In Naga context, he said the provision of 
Article 370A of the Constitution of India pro-
vides special protection to the indigenous 
people where only the indigenous inhabit-
ants of Nagas in Nagaland are allowed to 
own the land.

The civil societies meeting convened 
by Naga Tribe Council on Aug. 8 recently 
coming forward to combat with illegal im-
migrants and illegal entry into the state and 
also to effectively implement the Bengal 
Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) Act 1873 
throughout the district in Nagaland includ-
ing Dimapur is simply contributing towards 
protecting the rights of the Naga indigenous 
inhabitants in the state, Savi said.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
Minister for Health & Family 
Welfare, Pangnyu Phom, on 
Aug. 9 officially launched 
the first health and well-
ness center in Nagaland 
at Urban Primary Health 
Centre (UPHC) Seikhazou 
in Kohima.

Addressing the function, 
the minister said the UPHC 
of Duncan colony and Bur-
ma Camp in Dimapur will 
function as Health & Well-
ness center.

The minister said this 
landmark project was in line 
with the partnership of gov-
ernment of India with their 
commitment to upgrade 

the entire sub center to 
health and wellness center 
by December 2022. He also 
enlightened the gather-
ing that the main objec-
tive of Health and wellness 
center under “Ayushman 
Bharat” was to treat a host 
of communicable and non-
communicable diseases so 
as to provide comprehen-
sive primary health care 
to the community. Phom 
advised the medical work-
ers to utilize the service and 
requested the health center 
management committee to 
give full support to the staffs 
by taking ownership of the 
project and work towards a 
healthy community.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 10: In a 
bid to promote tribal 
handicraft and handloom 
products of Northeast re-
gion, the Tribal Coopera-
tive Marketing Develop-
ment Federation of India 
Ltd. (Trifed), Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs is hosting 
the Nagaland’s first Aadi 
Mahotsav in Dimapur.

The Aadi Mahotsav, a 
celebration of the tribal 
culture, craft, cuisine and 
commerce being organ-
ised by Trifed Guwaha-
ti was inaugurated on 
Fri. Aug. 10 by Nagaland 
Marketing Cooperative 
Federation Limited (Mar-
cofed) Managing Direc-
tor T Vikuto Zhimo. 

Addressing a press 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 10: A well 
k n ow n  f i t n e s s  s t u d i o 
known by the name Per-
forming Art with Fitness 
(PAWF) had opened its cen-
tre at 4th Mile, opposite 
Diphupar Police Station in 
Dimapur on Friday. 

The PAWF fitness team 
started offering various 
fitness programmes since 
on October 2015 in Na-
galand.

Founded by Talitemjen, 
master trainer of PAWF Na-
galand certified by Strong 
by Zumba and Les Mills 
body combat, and Tainla 
Temjen, a certified Zumba 

fitness instructor, the fit-
ness centre aims at giving 
world class experience to 
the people of Nagaland. 

“We select people and 
then teach them. After the 
course ends, trainees are 
certified so that they can 
teach other people. We cer-
tify them so that they can 
also earn their living by 
doing what they love,” said 
Talitemjen.

He added that PAWF 
would soon be internation-
ally certified and that sever-
al fitness GX studios would 
be opened in Dimapur in 
the near future.

PAWF centre offers an 

assortment of fitness serv-
ices namely Zumba fit-
ness, strong by Zumba, 
PAWF hardcore, body bal-
ance, body combat, mix 
martial art workout, urban 
hip-hop, and Bollywood. 
The fitness services focus 
mainly on group exercises 
rather than individuals. 

Classes will be con-
ducted from Monday to 
Saturday except on second 
and fourth Saturdays, and it 
will commence on Aug. 13 
Monday. Those interested 
in the fitness programme 
may visit the centre’s offi-
cial website www.pawfna-
galand.com. 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
The Japfüphi Thenuko 
Block Level Federation 
( JTBLF) with 17 Village 
Level Organizations (VLO) 
and 224 Self Help Groups 
(SHG) observed its 2nd 
foundation day at Jakha 
Town Hall in Jakhama. 
The federation promoted 
by the Nagaland State Ru-
ral Livelihoods Mission 
(NSRLM) was formed on 
August 10, 2016 and is one 
of the first federations to be 
formed under the Mission, 
a press release received 
here on Friday mentioned.

Re s o u rc e  p e r s o n , 
Menuoneituo Chadi, chief 
operating officer (Skills 
and Youth Intervention), 
NSRLM reminded that the 
Jakhama RD block being a 
resource block for Kohima 
district for implementa-
tion of NRLM programs 
needs to show the way for 
others to emulate since 

STATE

T Vikuto Zhimo inaugurating the ten-day Tribes India Aadi Mahotsav at Durga Mandir Hall in Dimapur on Fri. 
Aug. 10.

conference after the in-
auguration of the festival 

at Durga Mandir Hall, 
Trifed regional manager, 

MR Singh said five states 
from Northeast - Assam, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Sikkim and Nagaland are 
participating and arti-
sans from other states 
are also expected to ar-
rive soon. The Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs aims to 
promote the tribal mar-
ket of Northeast through 
such events, he said. 

Altogether 35 partici-
pants have confirmed, he 
informed.      

“The Aadi Mahot-
sav aims to improve the 
livelihood of indigenous 
communities by creating 
a sustainable market and 
business opportunities 
for our tribal’s based on 
their culture, knowledge 
and traditional skills 
while ensuring fair and 
equitable remuneration 

through marketing of 
their products all over 
India,” Vikuto Zhimo 
said. 

Zhimo was optimistic 
that through this Aadi 
Mahotsav mela will help 
tribal’s celebrate the spir-
it of tribal culture, craft, 
cuisine and commerce, 
and also provide tribal 
artisans to exhibit their 
products cum sale and 
channelise tribal natural 
skills and provide them 
source of income.   

The ten-day ‘Tribes 
India’ Aadi Nahotsav is 
being held at the Du-
rga Mandir Hall, old dai-
ly market in Dimapur 
which will be open from 
10 am to 8 pm from Aug. 
10-19. 

National Deworming Day launched across the state 

Dr. Atoshe Sema spaeking at the National Deworming Day in Kohima on 
August 9.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
The second phase of na-
tional deworming was 
officially launched by 
the principal director of 
Health & Family Welfare 
Dr. Vikeyie Losu, at Dr. 
Neilhouzu Kire, GHSS, 
Seikhazou in Kohima.

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
g ra m m e,  Dr.  At o s h e 
Sema, state program of-
ficer RMNCH+A, Dte of 
Health & family Welfare 
stated that the national  
de-worming day was a 
fixed day to target all chil-
dren between 1-19 years 
of age. He also reminded 
that the programme will 
be carried out in coor-
dination amongst three 
departments namely; 

Health& Family Welfare, 
Dept. of School Educa-
tion, school teachers and 
anganwadi workers with 
supervisors to check their 

progress.
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 

District Health Society 
Longleng commemorat-
ed National Deworming 

Day atPhomLempong 
School, Longleng on Aug. 
10. 

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, DPO (RCH/UIP) 
Dr. Imnameren Phom 
highlighted about the 
National DeWorming 
Day. He said the day is to 
deworm all children and 
to improve the digestive 
system. Dr. Phom also 
spoke on harmful health 
issues because of worm 
infection such as anemia, 
nutritional impairment, 
stomach ache, nausea, 
vomiting etc. He request-
ed the school children to 
keep themselves.

Tialemba, executive 
secretary of the Phom 
Baptist Christian Asso-
ciation Longleng was 

the special guest. In his 
speech he encouraged 
the students to maintain 
good.

Later, the National 
Dewor ming Day was 
launched in the school 
where CMO Dr Abhishek 
who was the special 
guest of the event. Dr. 
Imnameren administered 
the deworming tablet to 
the students. 

Also, the day was ob-
served by PHC Tamlu, 
Yachem, and Yongnyah 
and sub-centers. On ac-
count of National De-
worming Day, deworming 
tablets were distributed 
to all the schools in the 
district, both government 
and private and also in 
the anganwadi centres. 

Resource person with the members  of JTBLF during the foundation day at Jakhama. 

most pilot interventions 
are being done here. He 
said the celebration of a 
foundation day is a time 
to move forward to im-
prove not only the lives of 
individual SHG families 
but the community as a 
whole. 

Talking about  the 
various programs under 
NRLM especially the Start-
up Village Entrepreneur-

ship Program (SVEP), he 
urged the community 
to avail such opportu-
nities for the benefit of 
the youths. He also men-
tioned that programs such 
as the MKSP to improve 
the status of women in 
agriculture and enhance 
opportunities available 
and DDU-GKY. A skilling 
program for the youth is 
also being implemented 

for which, ample train-
ing would be provided to 
the community service 
providers and implement-
ing agencies to take these 
programs forward, he in-
formed. 

He further spoke about 
innovations in the field of 
branding and promotion 
of SHG products that is in 
the process which would 
greatly improve market 

opportunities in coming 
years.

Chadi said that oth-
er ministries under the 
Government of India are 
coming forward to work 
with NRLM SHGs and 
therefore, community in-
stitutions such as the block 
level federations need to 
be strengthened further 
through continued coop-
eration and coordination.

Dimapur 
police 
rescues four
Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
Dimapur police has rescued 
one female victim Aug. 8 
and arrested one Amir Hus-
sain of Chaudhary Bazar, 
Hojai, currently residing at 
Toluvi village in Dimapur. 

According to an update 
from the police, the accused 
person had illegally con-
fined the victim after be-
friending the female victim 
through Facebook using a 
fake profile.  Both the victim 
and the accused were hand-
ed over to Longding Police 
in Arunachal Pradesh.

Meanwhile, the Di-
mapur police on July 27 
rescued one woman and 
two children from Signal 
area in Dimapur who were 
reportedly missing from 
Ledo, Tinsukia. The victims 
were handed over to the As-
sam Police.

Former Indian Ambassador to South Korea Vikram Doraiswami  with Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio at his official 
residence in Kohima on Friday Aug. 10.

Hello
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(Left) Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio. (Right) Graduates of St. Joseph’s College Jakhama during the annual graduation day on Friday Aug. 10.
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The Uni-Vibes members during a press conference in Kohima.   

Students of G.Rio participating in the painting competition commemorating World Biofuel Day at the 
school premises, Kohima on Friday. 

EM Images

AKM volunteers conducting ILP verification at Watiyongpang 
Nagaland Checkgate in Tuli on Friday.

Entrepreneurs Associates members with Vikram Doraiswami , Jt. Secy. Ministry of External Affairs for Myanmar and Bangladesh at Hotel 
Japfu, Kohima on August 9.

Be ready to face life – Rio to students NSCN (IM) condemns AR 

Consultative meeting on mega 
legal services camp held in Mon

APO lauds health department

More than 120 ILP defaulters 
detained in Mokokchung 

Kohima mega dance fiesta audition underway ‘Ethanol blending in petroleum 
increased to 141 cr. in 2017-18’ 

EA deliberates about trade 
relations with Vikram Doraiswami 

Therie criticises 
choosing of state 
BJP president to 
represent NLA in AICF 

3STATE

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio today congratulated 
St. Joseph’s College, Jakhama with 
regard to the accreditation that   the 
college has achieved especially with 
regard to the  recent grading of the 
college by the AAAC under Hr. Edu-
cation, Govt. of Nagaland with A++ 
grade. 

A press release received here to-
day informed that the annual gradu-
ation day was held on August 10  2018 
at the College Indoor Stadium.  

The chief minister, while congrat-
ulating the fresh graduates, appreci-
ated the college and commented 
on the beautiful campus of the col-
lege, and praised the SJC as being 
‘extremely good’ which induces the 

parents to send their children to the 
college .  

The CM said that not every-
one gets opportunity to get quality 
education, therefore he exhorted the 
students to have confidence in life, 
and added that ‘real life begins after 
graduation’. He challenged the stu-
dents to be ready to face life, which 
he termed is, exciting but also full of 
challenges.  

Saying that the government is 
addressing the immediate issues in 
the state, the chief minister  listed 
out some of the main priorities that 
his government like the grant for  the 
VDBs, household schemes, releasing 
teachers’ salary and disbursing stu-
dents scholarship. 

Terming the unemployment over 
70.000 unemployed youth of the state 
as a huge problem, Rio said that his 
government is attending to the needs 
of the people concerned. He said that 
the society is living under pressure 
because many ‘Nagas do not earn but 
spend’; he therefore, called for chang-
ing the trend. 

In this connection, he said that 
there should be a way for private sec-
tors to grow; not only always looking 
for the white collar jobs in the state. 

The chief minister cited the ex-
ample of Japanese footballers and 
their fans who clean the stadium 
and their hostels,  and said that right 
attitude, work ethics, responsibili-
ties, respecting laws, good manners 

1.	 Governor’s	Gold	Medal	 :	 Miss	Neha	Chettri
2. Chikrophuyo Memorial Award : Miss Bolito K Achumi
3. Avica Achumi Memorial Award : Miss Neetu Singh
4. Best BBA Student : Mr. Khyojamo Ngullie
5.	 Alumni	Association	Award	 :	 Mr.	Thupuphi	Rakho
6. Best Science Award : Miss Avitoli Achumi
7. APJ Abdul Kalam Award : Miss W. Elanbeni Kikon
8.	 Dr.	Talimeren	Ao	Award	 :	 Mr.	Vishasiiho	Khatso
9.	 Mahatma	Gandhi	Award	 :	 Miss	Thejasenuo	Kire

The annual awards winners

should become the habit of the 
people.  Awards to meritorious 
students were also given at the 
programme. The award car-
ried a medal, a trophy, citation 

and a personal gift. Other rank 
holders in the university ex-
aminations were also awarded, 
stated a press release received 
here from the college. 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) today 
strongly resented the ‘reck-
less act’ of the 32nd Assam 
Rifles personnel who raided 
the residence of its ‘steer-
ing committee member’ 
Kishore Jeedung at Dhan-
siripar, Dipmapur on Agu. 
9. 2018. 

The NSCN (IM), though 
its MIP, stated that  stated 
that the ‘intruders’ wearing 
masks and without ‘insig-
nia’, intruded and made 
him sign “a NOC which 
stated that the intruders 
returned from his house 
without conducting any 
form of intrusion or raid 
at his residence”, the MIP 
stated. 

“However, right after 
he signed the paper, the in-
truders unleashed their real 
motive to raid and abuse 
(physically and verbally) 
his family. They tried to loot 
the family’s possession, but 
could only seize his Identity 

Card. The ordeal lasted for 
more than one and half 
hour until the Cease Fire 
Monitoring Cell (CFMC) 
intervened,” the release 
stated

Saying that the ordeal 
which lasted for more than 
one and half hour until 
the CFMC officials inter-
vened, the MIP stated that 
the whole incident was wit-
nessed by the village goan 
buras and the village elders. 

 In this regard, the NSCN 
(IM) highly condemned, 
what it termed, the repeat-
ed Assam Rifles offensive 
against NSCN members,  
at the same time warned of 
any possible confrontation’. 

“REalizaing the Nagas 
and Indians will co-exist, it 
is best if the Indian security 
forces retrain from indulg-
ing in violent acts that will 
hamper the understanding 
that is being built on the 
basis of shared sovereignty,” 
the MIP stated. 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): Consultative meeting with district 
administration, government departments, stakeholders 
and NGOs was held on 10th August 2018 at DC conference 
Hall, Mon.

The meeting was conducted in connection with Mega 
Legal Literacy Camp which is going to be held on 25th 
August 2018 at Local Ground, Mon under the aegis of Na-
galand State Legal Services Authority in collaboration with 
the Mon District Legal Services Authority.

During the meeting, DC Mon Thavaseelan K, IAS gave a 
short speech, W.V. Patton, NJS Judicial Magistrate First Class  
and Secretary DLSA Mon presented keynote address and 
LimasenlaLongkumer, Project Coordinator MLSC NSLSA 
briefed on Mega Legal Services Camp. Brief presentation 
on departmental activities under Mon was given by the de-
partmental heads.The Consultative meeting was organised 
by Nagaland State Legal Services Authority in collaboration 
with the Mon District Legal Services Authority.

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): The Angami Public Organisation 
(APO) has lauded the department of Health and Family Wel-
fare for taking up proactive initiatives to provide food safety 
for the citizens of the state.

While lauding the noble initiatives, APO urged the de-
partment to strictly adhere to the “Food Safety and Standard 
Act, 2006 and Rules and Regulations 2011,” while carrying 
out the mammoth task. The APO has assured the depart-
ment of support or assistance at any point of time.

On the burning issues of inner line permit, illegal im-
migrants and NRC, it stated that APO is having a sustained 
discussion as to arrive at a determined action by the people 
and all its organisations keeping in view that thrust of action 
should come from the people.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 10 (EMN): Kohima 
Mega dance fiesta (workshop and 
competition) organized by Uni-
Vibes in collaboration with Ineffable 
Quive dance Crew began its two 
–day open audition at Cafe Caffeine 
Razhii point kohima.

During a press conference, Kevi 
Shuya, managing director of The 
Uni-vibes and other core team 
members said informed that the 
sole objective of kohima mega 
dance fiesta was to create a com-
mon platform for the upcoming 
young generation to explore and 
expand their potentials in the field 
of dance and music in the society.

They also said the event would 
bring about more joyful atmos-
phere, sparkled with more dances, 
Cosplay. Songs, beatbox and rap 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 10: The state 
level coordinator of Indian 
Oil Cooperation (IOC), Na-
galand has informed that 
the interventions of the 
Government of India have 
shown positive results and 
ethanol blending in petrol 
has increased from 38 cr 
litres in the ethanol supply 
year 2013-14 to an estimated 
141 cr litres in the year 2017-
18.

Informing this on the 
ocassion of World Biofu-
el Day observed at G. Rio 
School in Kohima on Aug. 
10, tyhe coordinator said 

GoI has taken a number of 
initiatives to increase blend-
ing of biofuel since 2014, 
one of the major interven-
tions include administra-
tive price mechanism for 
ethanol blending in petrol. 

The programme was or-
ganised under the initiative 
of the Ministry of Petroleum 
& Natural Gas. The resource 
persons at the event encour-
aged the students to con-
serve and use “sparingly” 
the petroleum.  The benefit 
of bio fuels in reducing im-
port dependency on crude 
oil, cleaner environment, 
and additional income to 

farmers and employment 
generation in rural areas 
was also imparted on the 
students.

The student’s of the 
school from class 3-12 num-
bering to 700 participated 
in quiz, essay and painting 
competitions. 

It may be mentioned 
that World Biofuel day is 
observed every year to cre-
ate awareness about the 
importance of non-fossil 
fuels as an alternative to 
conventional fossil fuels 
and to highlight the various 
efforts made by the govern-
ment in the biofuel sector.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 10 
(EMN): The Ao Students’ 
Conference (AKM), dur-
ing the two-day surprise 
checking on infiltration of 
illegal immigrants at two 
check gates viz. Tsutapela 
at Tzurang valley and Wati-
yongpang Nagaland at Tuli,  
detected more than 120 
ILP defaulters. Few of them 
were deported immediately 
for not possessing legiti-
mate documents.

This was informed at a 
press conference at AKM 
president chamber here on 
Aug. 10. He said the check-
ing was carried out as a 
response to the clarion call 
made by the Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF).

The AKM felt that the 
exercise was necessary be-
cause Mokokchung is the 
gateway for some districts, 
especially Longleng, Zunhe-
boto, and Tuensang.

After consultation with 
the district administration, 
around 70 AKM volunteers 
were dispatched.

Alongside the checking, 
the AKM also conducted 
awareness campaign and 
verification drive of ILP, 
aadhaar card, voter ID and 
NRC documents. During 
the campaign, it was found 
many loopholes in the veri-
fication process conducted 
at the gates.

The AKM said without 
proper verification docu-
ments from district admin-
istration, people are allowed 
to enter the state which 
causes an influx of illegal 
immigrants in the state.

“Some company letter 
requesting to allow manual 
labours to enter the state 
in the border area become 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN):  Team of 
Entrepreneurs Associates called on 
Vikram Doraiswami, joint secretary 
of Ministry of External Affairs for My-
anmar and Bangladesh at Hotel Japfu 
in Kohima on Aug. 9.

According to a press release re-

ceived from the EA, the team deliber-
ated on the opportunities and chal-
lenges of trade between India and 
Myanmar, particularly pertaining to 
the North eastern states of Nagaland, 
Manipur and Mizoram and the North 
West region of Myanmar and Bang-

ladesh border regions which offers 
huge international potentials for ex-
panding trade relations in the Act East 
Policy pursuits.  The joint secretary is 
on two-day visit to Nagaland. He will 
be visiting Manipur and Mizoram 
states in the following days.   

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): The 
president of the Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(NPCC) K Therie has criticised 
the speaker and chief minister 
of the state for choosing the 
state Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) president, Temjen Imna 
Along Longkumer to represent 
NLA in the All India Christian 
Federation (AICF), organised by 
the All Party Parliamentarians 
Conference on Christians from 
Scheduled Caste background in 
New Delhi.

While condemning the ap-
pointment, Therie alleged that 
“it is a deliberate action of the 
Speaker and Chief Minister to 
embarrass and symbolically 
insult Nagaland Society which 
is proud of its 95% Christian 
make up.”

“The action is an unforget-
table act of adding salt to inju-
ries,” Therie stated.

battles.
They also informed that the 

verbal and empirical workshop 
would include Bboying, pop-

ping, krumping, contemporary, 
lyrical, acrobatic, choreography, 
K-pop, workshop dance, ex-
treme suicide freeze. Open dance 

competition category include solo,duo, 
group.

The group also announced that 
there would be prizes in cash and gift 
packs for the winners including best 
audience award, best social media 
award, best team award, most Elegant 
dancer and best costume and certifi-
cates to all the participants.

Members of The Uni-Vibes said 
is a non-profit organization working 
towards building a platform for all 
channels of life and was founded with a 
vision to expand and create a platform 
to empower the intellectual hearts of 
people from all aspects of life. They said 
their mission is to discover and instill 
the love for learning and innovative 
values in today’s generation.

The grand finale of the Mega dance 
fiesta will be held at kohima on October 
20,2018. 

the legitimate documents 
instead of ILP documents 
issued by district adminis-
tration,” the AKM said.

“In Tuli alone around 
1000 labour entered the 
state every-day without 
proper permission or docu-
ments, taking advantage of 
such company letter illegal 
immigrants infiltrate the 
state,” the union informed.

The AKM maintained 
that policies like mini horn-
bill festival to be celebrated 
coinciding with premier 
tribal festival is good initia-
tive of the present govern-
ment to preserve and pro-
mote custom and tradition 
of the Naga tribes. However, 
it opined that how Naga 
can preserve and protect 
those custom and tradition 
if the government does not 
protect its borders from the 
influx infestation illegal im-
migrants.

In this connection, AKM 
appealed the state govern-

ment to set-up separate 
ILP branches/ section in 
all check-gates for proper 
verification of documents.

The AKM urged the 
state government to device 
a rigid mechanism for ILP 
to the tackle infestation of 
illegal immigrants in the 
state which would become 
the greatest for the people 
of Nagaland.  

The student leaders said 
that’ Survival Mokokchung’ 
initiated 2007 to flash out 
illegal immigrants from the 
district is currently confined 
to Mokokchung but felt the 
district cannot be secured 
unless its neighbouring dis-
tricts and brethren tribes 
are safe.

In this regard, they con-
veyed that AKM is con-
cerned and is willing to 
extend outraged policies to 
help other tribes to tackle 
the influx of illegal immi-
grant to at least safe Na-
galand.
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Pineapple business: Backbone 
of many farmers in Manipur

DRI seize 6.3 kg of gold valued 
at INR 1.93 crore at Siliguri

Arunachal Pradesh CM reviews 
status of highway projects

Four policemen suspended for 
death of undertrial in Assam

Illegal liquor valued at INR 
168 crore destroyed in Assam

Meghalaya rights panel orders 
probe into death of 5 workersThousands excluded from NRC throng Seva Kendras in Assam

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 10 (EMN): Pineap-
ple has become the economy 
backbone of a sizeable section 
of farmers who have been culti-
vating it as their major source of 
income in Manipur.

The plus point of Manipur 
variety pineapples –kew (big size) 
and queen (small size) are suit-
able soil for its cultivation and 
its distinctive taste and flavour 
when sold in market.

This can be seen at Angtha, a 
village in Andro constituency in 
Manipur’s Imphal East district 
where more than 200 families are 
taking up pineapple cultivation 
for their livelihood part from tra-
ditional paddy cultivation round 
the year.

L Sanahanbi of Angtha Man-
ing Leikai said that they have 

started pineapple cultivation in a 
small area but after the demand 
in the market and its sustain-
able production they’re pres-
ently cultivating it in an area 
covering more than a pari (one 
hectare) annually. “One Sangam 
area (equivalent to a quarter of 
a hectare) can produce around 
5000 pineapples in season if we 
protect the plants,” 51 year old 
Sanahanbi said.

Thus Sanahanbi’s family 
which once faced a lot of hard-
ship due to the lack of financial 
support to run the family now 
managed to acquire a small piece 
of paddy field for them not only 
getting regular income from the 
pineapple cultivation in their 
village. 

Another housewife K Ibeyai 
(40) of the same Angtha Mamang 

Leikai village who cultivates pine-
apple only recently after observ-
ing others atan area measuring 
around a Sangam also shared 
a similar sentiment. Presently 
Ibeyai who is a mother of three 
children is presently maintaining 
500 pineapple plants in her field.

According to M Babu, advisor 
of Development Organisation, 
Andro Kendra (DOAK), there are 
200 pineapple farmers in Angtha 
village alone and they produce 
a good number of pineapples 
annually. Thus almost all the 
families who cultivate pineapple 
have improved their economy in 
a big way as they can sustain their 
livelihood by doing only pineap-
ple cultivation in a year.

As a result DOAK had been 
organising state level annual 
pineapple festival since 2007 on-

wards to increase the production 
of pineapples. The festival was 
organised for a week from July 14 
this year with a target to produce 
3000-4800 metric tonnes against 
the production of just 150 metric 
tonnes in 2007.

Interestingly Manipur organic 
mission agency, a society under 
state horticulture department 
has been promoting 600 pineap-
ple farmers -400 from Imphal 
East, Kangpokpi, and Thoubal 
districts belts and 200 others 
from Churachandpur district 
belt, covering 600 hectares. The 
authority also reportedly pro-
vides INR 7500 to each farmer 
annually.

Thoubal and Imphal East 
mainly produce queen variety 
while remaining areas produces 
kew variety.

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
Close on the heels of a big 
haul of 23 kgs of smuggled 
gold coming from Siliguri 
to Kolkata by buses from 
five persons last weekend 
and  8.5 kgs of gold seized 
at Aizwal besides another 
10.5 kgs of gold Haul in 
Bura Bazaar in Kolkata, 
officers of Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
searched one room at a 
hotel located at Pradhan 
Nagar area of Siliguri on 
Aug. 9 and seized around 
6.3kg of foreign origin gold 
bars amounting to INR 
1.93 crores from the pos-
session of two youth from 
Mizoram.

According to a press 
release from the ministry 
of Finance, DRI stated that 
in the 23 kgs case four per-
sons from Mizoram were 
placed under arrest, while 
one juvenile was handed 
over to Mizoram House 
in Kolkata. Likewise, in 
the Aizawl case also, a 
Mizo origin person was 
arrested. 

The two persons in 
Itanagar, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu has 
urged government officials 
to fast track execution of 
all highway projects in the 
state by speeding up land 
execution and forest clear-
ance processes.

The chief minister, who 
reviewed the status of the 
projects in the state at a 
meeting here yesterday, 
also expressed concern 
over delay in the execu-
tion of road projects, par-
ticularly the Potin-Pangin 
stretch of the Trans-Aru-
nachal Highway project, 
an official statement said.

“The state government 
is drawing flak from the 
people for the Potin-Pan-
gin stretch of the TAH and 
the four-lane road in the 
state capital. We should 
take these criticisms in the 
right sense and tighten our 
belts.

“Citizens cannot be al-
lowed to suffer for no fault 

of theirs,” the chief minis-
ter was quoted as saying in 
the statement.

Khandu also requested 
the representatives of the 
Union Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways 
(MoRTH) and National 
Highway Infrastructure 
Development Corpora-
tion Limited (NHIDCL) to 
convey the urgency of the 
highway projects to their 
higher authorities so that 
approvals and sanctions 
are granted as early as pos-
sible.

While discussing on 
the four-lane Hollongi to 
Banderdewa road, Khandu 
asked the highway depart-
mental officials to contin-
uously follow up with the 
higher authorities so that 
Phase A of the sanctioned 
project is completed on 
time.

He also requested the 
MoRTH to complete the 
sanctioning process for 
the Phase B and C as soon 

as possible, the statement 
said.

To the delay caused 
in some portions of the 
highway projects due to 
land acquisition problem, 
Khandu said that work 
must begin on the stretch-
es, where 80 per cent ac-
quisition has already been 
done.

He said the entire 
project should not get 
stuck due to problems in 
few stretches.

The chief minister di-
rected the deputy commis-
sioners to resolve all issues 
faced by them in executing 
the projects.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Chowna Mein, who 
was also present at the 
review meeting, expressed 
concern over the delay on 
the Potin-Pangin stretch, 
particularly in Lower Sub-
ansiri district and asked 
the deputy commissioner 
to submit his assessment 
report at the earliest.

Guwahati, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
Fo u r  p o l i c e m e n  we re 
suspended and six home 
guards discharged from 
service in connection with 
the death of an undertrial 
who had allegedly escaped 
from police custody and was 
found hanging from a tree 
near Panikhaiti outpost, the 
police said today.

The action against 
the policemen and home 
guards of Panikhaiti outpost 
in Kamrup metropolitan 
district in Assam was taken 
yesterday with immediate 
effect, they said.

Guwahati City Com-
missioner of Police Hiren 
Nath suspended the four 
policemen of Panikhaiti 
outpost where the incident 
had occurred in the night 
of August seven, a police 
spokesman said.

Kamrup metropolitan 
district magistrate has al-
ready ordered an enquiry on 
August eight and directed 
the Circle Officer, Chan-

drapur Revenue Circle, Pal-
lab Jyoti Nath to find out the 
circumstances leading to 
the death of the 23-year old 
prisoner.

Nath has been directed 
to submit his report within 
15 days for submission to 
the National Human Rights 
Commission and Assam 
Human Rights Commission, 
mandatory for the death of 
any undertrial prisoner.

Chandan Bharali was 
arrested on August seven for 
allegedly harassing a girl on 
social media and was taken 
to Panikhaiti outpost after 
being remanded to police 
custody for three days by 
the chief judicial magistrate.

The accused was found 
missing the same night 
and the police claimed that 
he had escaped with his 
handcuffs on. A search was 
launched and he was found 
hanging from a tree in a jun-
gle, about 150 metres away 
from the Panikhaiti outpost, 
the police said.

Guwahati, Aug. 10 (IANS): 
The Assam government 
on Friday destroyed over 
six lakh bottles of illegal 
liquor and beer valued at 
Rs 168.55 crore with Excise 
Minister Parimal Shukla-
baidya crushing these un-
der a roadroller. The Excise 
Department had seized the 
liquor in the state in 2016.

The destroyed con-
traband includes over six 
lakh bottles of Indian Made 
Foreign Liquor and 17,410 
cases of beer. 

A joint team of excise 
and police officials seized 
the consignment at four 
locations in Khatkhati in 
Karbi Anglong district while 

efforts to transport these to 
Guwahati by 14 trucks were 
on. Police had arrested 13 
persons, all of whom have 
been charge-sheeted.

“After a green signal 
from the court, we de-
stroyed the illegal consign-
ment in public in Gorchuk 
area to send a strong mes-
sage to those involved in the 
supply and transportation 
of illegal liquor,” the Minis-
ter said.

According to  state 
records, 39,085 litres of for-
eign liquor is sold daily on 
an average in Assam. There 
are 1,448 licensed wine 
shops that sell IMFL across 
the state.

Shillong, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya Human 
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(MHRC) today directed 
Chief Secretary Y Tsering 
to institute a high-level 
inquiry into the elec-
trocution of five men at 
North Garo Hills district, 
an official statement said.

Five labourers were 
killed last month when 
a cememnt-mixing ma-
chine at a road construc-
tion site came in touch 
with a low-lying high-
tension wire at Miapara 
village of the district.

Taking a suo moto 

cognisance of the case, 
the commission asked 
the chief secretary to car-
ry out an investigation 
into the July 25 incident, 
the statement said.

“A high-level inquiry 
needs to be conducted to 
unearth the actual truth 
about the incident. The 
investigation should be 
conducted by an officer 
not lower than the rank of 
secretary,” commission 
secretary Aldous Maw-
long said in its order, add-
ing that the probe report 
should be submitted to 
MHRC in 45 days.

Guwahati, Aug. 10 (IANS): Thou-
sands of persons on Friday visited 
the 2,500 NRC Seva Kendras across 
Assam to ascertain the reason for 
non-inclusion of their names in 
the draft National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC).

Chaos prevailed at most of 
these Seva Kendras with people 
queuing up and a few staff being 
present to handle the huge rush. 
People complained that they were 
not able to collect the forms for fil-
ing claims and objections despite 
waiting for hours in the queue.

The draft NRC list, published 
in Assam on July 30, had excluded 
over 40 lakh persons.

NRC authorities had earlier 
said that the Seva Kendras will 

open on August 7 to enable per-
sons whose names did not ap-
pear in the draft NRC to know 
the reason for rejection of their 
applications and to file claims and 
objections.

The filing of claims and ob-
jections, the forms for which are 
available at the Seva Kendras, will 
start on August 30 and continue till 
September 28. 

Each of these Seva Kendras are 
supposed to cater to 10 villages 
each across the state.

While the draft NRC included 
the names of 2,89,836,77 persons, 
the names of 40,07,707 persons 
were missing due to some ‘dis-
crepancies’. A total of 32,991,384 
persons had applied for inclusion 

of their names.
“The names of four of my 

family members are not in the list 
while those of three have been 
included. I came to know the rea-
son for this situation. However, 
the Seva Kendra officials failed to 
come out with clear answers. They 
only told me that my documents 
are alright and the final draft will 
include their names,” said Abdul 
Razzak of Jalukbari area in the city.

The Supreme Court, monitor-
ing the updation of the NRC, has 
ordered the state government, 
in consultation with State NRC 
Coordinator Prateek Hajela, to 
frame a ‘fair’ standard operating 
procedure to deal with claims and 
objections on the draft NRC.

The NRC authorities in Guwa-
hati refused to comment, citing 
apex court orders against mak-
ing any comments in the media 
on NRC updation and on the 
modalities to include the names 
of genuine Indian citizens in the 
final NRC.

The Assam Police has reviewed 
security at the Seva Kendras, con-
sidering the rush from Friday 
onwards, and arranged for setting 
up of pickets wherever required.

The Central government had 
rushed 220 companies of security 
forces to the state ahead of the 
July 30 publication of the NRC. 
Although nothing untoward hap-
pened in Assam, the forces are 
likely to stay for a few days more.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1905SUD0KU 1745
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Stores
6. Large marine fish
10. A short humorous piece of 

writing
14. Relating to a node or point
15. Note or pitch
16. ____ of Green Gables
17. Similar
18. Not artificial
19. Spanish for “Life”
20. Smart people
22. Advantageous gain or benefit
24. Cease
25. “In as much as”
26. Lack of interest or concern
29. Knife (slang)
30. Priest
31. Free of germs
37. Granular masses (anatomy)
39. European Economic Community
40. Monastery of cells or huts for 

monks
41. Silk-screen printing
44. Cut or trim
45. Scandanavian form of the name 

“Lawrence”
46. Estimate value or significance
48. One-eyed monster
52. A slope or hillside
53. Prostitute
54. Colleague
58. “Inter ____” = among other 

things
59. On to
61. Large sea duck
62. A single article
63. Elegant (slang)
64. Scornful expression
65. Sentiment or emotion (Hindu)
66. Nature of being
67. Large storage containers for 

liquids 

DOWN
1. Catch or tear
2. Cavity
3. Norse god
4. Native of an Asian muslim 

country
5. Detective
6. Infection of the throat
7. Gardening implements
8. Collection of anecdotes
9. Oracles
10. Taste with pleasure
11. Piece of cutlery
12. Large Asian country

13. Nipples
21. Soybean
23. Take great pleasure or 

delight
25. What particular one?
26. “Oh my!”
27. Walk impatiently
28. Chieftain
29. Stairs
32. Approaches
33. North American finches
34. Melody
35. Colored part of an eye
36. Hats

38. Snow hut 
42. Ecstasy
43. Tall tale
47. Most secure
48. Seat
49. Ukrainian seaport
50. Bawls
51. Andes mountain animal
52. Buddhist priests
54. Folding canvas beds
55. Paradise
56. Stink
57. Goes astray
60. Private Investigators
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The seized golds

this case have been identi-
fied as Ngindosianmang 
age: 29 years and Kapli-
ansanga, age: 20 years, 
both residents of Mizoram. 
38 pieces of gold biscuits 
weighing 6.3 kgs were re-
covered from their posses-
sion. The gold was cleverly 
concealed in “waist pads” 

of their trousers. The ac-
cused have admitted that 
the gold had been smug-
gled into India through 
Indo-Myanmar border at 
Champhai, Mizoram and 
that they were carrying 
the same for delivery at 
Kolkata. The persons have 
been arrested by the DRI.

‘Digital North 
East Vision 2022’ 
to be released 
tomorrow
Guwahati, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
The Union Information 
Technology (IT) Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad will 
release the ‘Digital North 
East Vision 2022’ here to-
morrow.

According to an official 
release, the ‘Vision Docu-
ment’ emphasises leverag-
ing digital technologies to 
transform lives of people 
of the North East and en-
hance the ease of living.

“The document identi-
fies eight digital thrust areas 
namely, digital infrastruc-
ture, digital services, digital 
empowerment, promotion 
of electronics manufactur-
ing, promotion of IT and 
ITes including BPOs, dig-
ital payments, innovation 
& startups, and cyber secu-
rity,” the release said.

The ‘Vision Document’ 
aims to empower the peo-
ple of the North Eastern 
region and state-wise road-
maps for implementing 
digital initiatives have been 
developed, it added.

The ambitious docu-
ment will be released in 
the presence of chief min-
isters and IT ministers of all 
North Eastern states along 
with senior officials govern-
ment officials.

“Three parallel sessions 
have also been planned 
tomorrow preceding the 
event for the release of the 
Vision 2022. 
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The resource persons and officials of DHS pose for lens along with the trainees after the programme held at District Hospital in Tuensang.

No retrenchment 
after merger of 
associate banks 
with SBI — Govt.

KCSU to organises HIV/
AIDS awareness program 

Taxes commissioner notifies on GST

Dakshata training underway in Tuensang

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Piyush 
Goyal today said there was 
no retrenchment of em-
ployees after the merger of 
five associate banks and the 
Bhartiya Mahila Bank with 
the State Bank of India.

SBI had a total  of 
1,56,964 employees as on 
March 31 this year.

Goyal told the Lok 
Sabha that there was no 
retrenchment after the 
merger of the associate 
banks and the Bharatiya 
Mahila Bank with the SBI.

During the Question 
Hour, he said that 6,950 
branches have merged with 
SBI post amalgamation of 
banks.

State Bank of Bikaner 
and Jaipur, State Bank of 
Mysore, State Bank of Patia-
la, State Bank of Travancore 
and State Bank of Hydera-
bad along with Bharatiya 
Mahila Bank have been 
merged with SBI.

The total number of 
branches, employees and 
officers of SBI as on March 
31, 2017 were 17,170, 
1,28,526 and 81,041, re-
spectively.

As on March 31, 2018, 
the count of branches rose 
to 22,414.

The number of employ-
ees and officers increased 
to 1,56,964 and 1,07,077, 
respectively, the minister 
said. 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): The Kohima Chakhesang Stu-
dent’s Union will be organising awareness programme 
on HIV / AIDS at Mount Sinai Higher Secondary School 
on Aug. 11 from 10:30 am onwards. Sentimongla Tzudir,  
district programme officer of District AIDS Prevention 
And Control, Kohima unit will be the resource person. 
The president of the union has invited all the interested 
students and union members to attend the programme. 
He also informed that the Mobile ICTC will be present for 
spot HIV testing free of cost.

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): 
In exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-section 
(6) of section 39 read with 
section 168 of the Nagaland 
Goods and Services Tax 
Act/2017 (4 of 2017) (herein 
after referred to as the said 
Act) and in supersession 
of notification-10/2018, 
dated May 31 2018, except 
as respects things done 
or omitted to be done be-

fore such supersession, 
the commissioner of state 
Taxes has  extended the 
time limit for furnishing 
the return by an Input Serv-
ice Distributor in Form 
GSTR-6 under sub-section 
(4) of section 39 of the said 
Act read with rule 65 of 
the Nagaland Goods and 
Services Tax Rules of 2017, 
for the months of July to 
August till Sep. 30.

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN):  
A training programme on 
‘Dakshata’ organised by 
the District Health Society 
(DHS) Tuensang was start-
ed on Aug. 9 at its District 
Hospital. 

An update from the 
hospital establishment is-
sued on Aug. 9 mentioned 
that the ongoing training 
focuses on strengthening 

technical skills and stand-
ardisation and to improve 
Maternal and Newborn 
Health (MNH) care during 
deliveries.

In the update, the chief 
medical officer of Tuen-
sang Dr. T Pangjung Sang-
tam stated that the train-
ing seeks to update the 
skills of the health workers 
for performing essential 

practices during child-
birth.

The resource persons 
for the ongoing training 
are said to be Dr. I Tem-
su Longchar, the deputy 
chief medical officer, Tu-
ensang; and Dr. Yarent-
hung, a gynaecologist at 
District Hospital in Tu-
ensang. 

Dakshata is said to be 

CHANGE OF NAME
Old Name: M IMTI WALLING
New Name: IMTINUNGSANG 
WALLING
Vide AFFIDAVIT No: 
1450/2018
Date: 09/08/2018 D-5855

CHANGE OF NAME
Old Name: 
I TEMJENLEMLA IMTI
New Name: 
ALEMLA WALLING
Vide Affidavit No: 1449/2018
Date: 09/08/2018 D-5856

CHANGE OF NAME
ANIL KUMAR PATNI AND 
ANIL KUMAR JAIN REFERS 
to My Name or one and the 
same person only. 
REGISTRATION NO.1229/18 
Date: 9.9.18. D-5860

CHANGE OF NAME
KISHORE KUMAR PATNI 
AND KISHORE KUMAR JAIN 
REFERS To My Name or one 
and the same person only.
REGISTRATION NO.1237/18 
Date: 9.9.18. D-5863

APOLOGY LETTER
I, Mhabemo T. Humtsoe S/o. Lt. Tsemomo Humtsoe of MTC 

Colony Wokha, Nagaland declare that I have fully understood the 
gravity and consequences of the libel nature and violation of cyper 
space because of my write up in social media against Dr. Chumben 
Murry MLA, defaming him with malice as he could not give me 
a post of teacher in 2008-13 when he was Agriculture Minister. I 
hereby tender my unconditional apology in front of my relatives, 
Wokha Village Council and WVYO leaders. I also hereby vow that, 
I will undo damage done has through social media and local dailies 
insertion of the fact.

I also vow that in future, I will not indulge in any such libel 
action or malicious post in social media against any person and for 
such action, I will hold myself accountable in the eye of the Law.

DP-445

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF WOMEN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

DWRD/DEV/IDRC-1/2016        Dated Kohima the 9th Aug. 2018
ADVERTISEMENT FOR FREE TRAINING

Female candidates from in and around Dimapur area are invited to apply for Free Training 
Programmes at the Integrated Development cum Resource Centre, Purana Bazaar, Dimapur 
under the following programmes:
Soft Doll Making (Preciousmelove): Seating Capacity: 10
Training Period: 20th Aug to 20th Oct. 2018 (2 months)
Eligibility:
Education: Class 5 Passed
Age: 18 years and above
2 seats reserved for the differently-abled
Paper Crafts (Quirky Qrafts): Seating Capacity: 10
Training Period: 20th Aug to 20th Oct. 2018 (2 months)
Eligibility:
Education: Class 6 Passed
Age: 18 years and above
Cutting & Tailoring (Rolong’s Creations): Seating Capacity: 10
Training Period: 20th Aug to 20th Nov. 2018 (3 months)
Eligibility:
Education: Class 6 Passed
Age: 18 years and above
All applications are to be addressed to the Director, Women Resource Development Department 
and submitted along with attested copies of educational qualification, birth certificate and 2 
passport size photographs latest by 16th Aug. 2018.
Applications may be submitted to Smt. Asano Peseyie, Training Coordinator at the IDRC, 
Purana Bazaar, Dimapur.
Interview will be held on 17th Aug. 2018
Issued by DIPR

Sd/- (R. Khrienuo Tachü)
DirectorKG-2728

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE 

NAGALAND ::: KOHIMA
NO.SW/PwD/TMSC-8/2015/1120    Dated, Kohima the 9th Aug. 2018

EMPANELMENT OF TRAINING PARTNERS
The Department of Social Welfare invites applications from Training Partners, 

possessing the required criteria for Empanelment of Training Partners to implement the 
Skill Development training to Persons with Disabilities. The Department of Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities in collaboration with the Ministry of skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship launched the National Action Plan for Skill Development of Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs) for the PWD Act, 2016.

The criteria for Empanelment of Training Partners: 
• The organization must be registered as Society or a Trust or a Company, which 

are recognized for Skill Training by Central/ State Government Department or 
Subordinate bodies there under.

• It should have adequate infrastructure facility, human resources (trainers) for 
imparting Skill Training of PwDs, mechanism for tracking placement of the trained 
PwDs .

• The organization need to submit Expression of interest in a given format with 
supporting documents. The form can download from www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in .

• Every Expression of Interest is evaluated on the basis of 100 point index to judge 
the capability of the organizations.

• Once an organization is found suitable taking into account all the above conditions, 
it is empanelled as a training partner with this Department.

• This process is also applicable for Government Organizations.

The duly filled application should be submitted by 31st August 2018 to the Director 
Social Welfare, Nagaland, Kohima.

(T.MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)
 Director    KG-2732

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE 

NAGALAND ::: KOHIMA
NO.SW/PMS-1/2018/1101    Dated, Kohima the 8th Aug. 2018

SUB:  INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR Dr. AMBEDKAR POST-MATRIC 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR ECONOMICALLY BACKWARD CLASSES (EBCs) 
STUDENTS DURING 2018-19

Applications are invited from Economically Backward Classes (EBCs) Students 
studying in Institutions within Nagaland who are not covered under the SC, ST 
and Other Backward Classes for availing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Dr. 
Ambedkar Post-Matric Scholarship during 2018-19 whose total income from all 
sources in case of the employed candidate and in case of unemployed candidate, 
his/her parents/guardians shall not exceed Rs.1.00 lakh per annum. Complete 
details of the Scheme including the Forms are available on the Government of 
India, ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment,(Department of Social Justice 
& Empowerment) website http ://socialjustice.nic.in/post-matric.php.
Students should submit their Applications to the undersigned Office on or before 
30th September, 2018 during Office hours. All relevant documents in support of the 
candidature including Aadhaar, Bank Account No., Passports, Income Certificate 
duly attested by Magistrate and NOC from the School Authority should be 
included in the application. Incomplete applications shall be summarily rejected.

Yours faithfully,
(T.MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)

 Director     
KG-2733

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE 

NAGALAND ::: KOHIMA
NO.SW/PMS-1/2018/1101                 Dated, Kohima the 8th Aug. 2018

SUB:  INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR Dr. AMBEDKAR PRE-MATRIC & 
POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR DNT STUDENTS DURING 2018-19

Applications are invited from DNT Students studying in Institutions within 
Nagaland who are not covered under the SC, ST and Other Backward Classes 
for availing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Dr. Ambedkar Pre-Matric & 
Post-Matric Scholarship during 2018-19 whose total income from all sources 
in case of the employed candidate and in case of unemployed candidate, his/
her parents/guardians shall not exceed Rs.1.00 lakh per annum. Complete 
details of the Scheme including the Forms are available on the Government 
of India, ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, (Department of Social 
Justice & Empowerment) website www.socialjustice.nic.in.
Students should submit their Applications to the undersigned Office on or 
before 30th September, 2018 during Office hours. All relevant documents in 
support of the candidature including Aadhaar, Bank Account No., Passports, 
Income Certificate duly attested by Magistrate and NOC from the School 
Authority should be included in the application. Incomplete applications shall 
be summarily rejected.

Yours faithfully,
(T.MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)

 Director     
KG-2734

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 9th Aug, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. MAMTA PRADAN W/o LT. JAGDEEP PRADHAN, 

Halvildar, P.H.A. Police Deptt Nagaland, Kohima resident of New Reserve 
Phesama, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, NPRIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & 
other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.30020372563 SBI Bazar Branch, 
Kohima. LIC Policy No.35096884908 SBI Life Insurance. Who expired on 
27.06.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2729

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 9th Aug, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. AYODHYA DEVI W/o LT. RAM NARESH THAKUR, 

Constable, (Barber) NPTO Police Deptt, N/L, Kohima resident of Upper 
Chandmari, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity, NPRIS & 
other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.10276985942 SBI Bazar Branch, 
Kohima. LIC Policy No.442110822 Money Back Policy, Kohima Branch. Who 
expired on 08.07.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2730

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 9th Aug, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. NEIKETOU W/o LT. KETOUSIELIE SEMOU, A.T.I 
Kohima Municipal Council, Kohima N/L resident of Bayavü Hill, Kohima has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- One 
Time Pension. Bank A/C No.810101011003137 Vijaya Bank, Kohima Branch. 
Who expired on 27.06.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2731

CHANGE OF NAME
Old Name  : AHIAM
New Name: SOIHIAMLIU 
                        THAIMEI
Vide Affidavit: 1130/18
Date: 10-8-2018

D-5859

CHANGE OF NAME
SUNIL KUMAR PATNI AND 
SUNIL KUMAR JAIN REFERS 
to My Name or one and the 
same person only. 
REGISTRATION NO.1231/18 
Date: 9.9.18. D-5861

CHANGE OF NAME
PRAMOD KUMAR PATNI 
AND PRAMOD KUMAR JAIN 
REFERS to My Name or one 
and the same person only.
REGISTRATION NO.1235/18 
Date: 9.9.18. D-5862

AT 
NAGA UNITED VILLAGE

3 BIGAS
CONT: 9383024848

NO BROKER

LAND FOR SALE

D-5854

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COMMISIONER 

PFUTSERO: NAGALAND 
No. Jud-4/SC/2014/                               Dated Pfro, the 16th July 2018 

NOTICE
Whereas, Smti. KHAZU DUKRU W/o Lt. AUGUSTINE DUKRU, LDA 

PWD(R&B), Pfutsero under Phek District has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925 to draw the service benefits, 
Family Pension, Bank A/C etc. belonging to Lt. AUGUSTINE DUKRU, LDA. 
PWD(R&B) of Menyitsuda Colony, Pfutsero Town, Phek: Nagaland, who 
expired on 3rd July 2018. 

Therefore, notice is hereby issued inviting any claims and objections from 
the public pertaining to the above mentioned property and the same to be 
submitted to the office of the Additional Deputy Commissioner Pfutsero, within 
a period of 30 days from the issue of this notice. In the event of this office 
not receiving any claims and objections within the stipulated time, Succession 
Certificate will be issued to the applicant as prayed for 

D-5858

Sd/- 
(ZENEIKHONUO VIMERO) 

Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Pfutsero 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 17th July 18
NOTICE

NO.M-288/18 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Sanyi Dukru 
-Vrs- Neichiite Doulu resident of Circuit House Colony Town/Village in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this court 
in writing on or before 8.9.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Sanyi Dukru
Village/Block No: 01, Patta No: 183
Dag No: 24/227, Area: 00B-03K-13Ls
North: N.Chakhesang, South: Nungang, 
East: Sanyi Dukru, West: Approach Road

D-5857

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

As per the revised ‘Salary, Allowances and 
Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954’, Ex-
Members of Lok Sabha are hereby informed that 
pension of Ex-MPs and family pension have been 
revised w.e.f. 1 April, 2018. For details and how to 
apply for revised pension, Ex-MPs are requested to 
visit Lok Sabha Website: https://loksabha.nic.in/. 

PARLIAMENT OF INDIA
LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT

REVISION OF PENSION OF EX-MEMBERS OF LOK SABHA

Director(MSA) 
7.8.2018 Davp 31201/11/0008/1819

an initiative of the Govern-
ment of India which was 
introduced to improve 
the quality of maternal 
and newborn care during 
the intra-and immediate 
postpartum period.

The training is said to 
conclude on Aug. 25
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PATH
A Hopeful Lament

BIBLE READ:  LAMENTATIONS 3:49–58   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I called on your name, Lord, from  
the depths of the pit. 

~  Lamentations 3:55

To visit Clifton Heritage National Park in Nassau, Bahamas, is to revisit a tragic era in history. Where 
the land meets the water, stone steps lead up a cliff. Slaves brought to the Bahamas by ship in the 
eighteenth century would ascend these steps, often leaving family behind and entering a life of in-
humane treatment. At the top, there is a memorial to those slaves. Cedar trees have been carved into 

the shapes of women looking out to sea toward the homeland and family members they’ve lost. Each sculpture 
is scarred with marks of the slave captain’s whip.

These sculptures of women mourning what they’ve lost remind me of the importance of recognizing the 
injustices and broken systems in the world, and lamenting them. Lamenting does not mean that we are without 
hope; rather, it’s a way of being honest with God. It should be a familiar posture for Christians; about forty 
percent of the Psalms are psalms of lament, and in the book of Lamentations, God’s people cry out to Him 
after their city has been destroyed by invaders (3:55).

Lament is a legitimate response to the reality of suffering, and it engages God in the context of pain and 
trouble. Ultimately, lament is hopeful: when we lament what is not right, we call ourselves and others to be 
active in seeking change.

And that’s why the sculpture garden in Nassau has been named “Genesis”—the place of lament is recog-
nized as the place of new beginnings. 

We can trust God to bring something new out of our seasons of lament.

Civic Education Can Enhance Democracy in India 

Hothouse Earth: Seven Things You Can Do To Stop It

Frontal Lobe Paradox: Where People Have Brain Damage But Don’t Know It

A
s India approaches Independence 
Day on August 15, it is an appropri-
ate time to celebrate the past and 
Indian democracy. It is also a time 

to contemplate the future and the democ-
racy that India should become. India has 
the opportunity, the responsibility, and the 
capacity to be a global beacon of hope for 
democracy. There is a critical need for India 
to become that beacon.

Freedom House, the organisation that 
looks at the quality of freedom in countries 
around the world, titled its 2018 Annual 
Report, Democracy in Crisis. The open-
ing sentence of that report reads: "Political 
rights and civil liberties around the world 
deteriorated to their lowest point in more 
than a decade in 2017, extending a period 
characterised by emboldened autocrats, 
beleaguered democracies, and the United 
States withdrawal from its leadership role 
in the global struggle for human freedom."

There is a vacuum. And, India -- which 

is by-far the world's largest democracy with 
a democratic system that is still young and 
maturing -- is positioned to fill that vacu-
um.

India's democracy is far from perfect, 
however, The Economist acknowledged 
many of India's deficiencies in an article 
in its June 2 issue, pointing out numerous 
attempts recently to "game the system" 
through "horse trading and bald-faced in-
fluence peddling". Combine this with un-
democratic actions such as the recent spate 
of mob lynchings across the country and it 
becomes obvious that India has much work 
to do.

There are three key areas in which ac-
tion must be taken for India to be able to 
shine its light of and for democracy world-
wide:

* Ensure effective civic education for 
younger students.

* Pursue an intensified agenda of inclu-
siveness and economic equality and oppor-
tunity for all.

* Free the free press.

Of all the the most critical, in my opin-
ion, for enhancing Indian democracy is 
universal and effective civic education for 
youth.

I put this at the top of the list because a 
2017 Pew Research Center survey of citizens 
in 38 nations revealed that only eight per-
cent of the Indian respondents were fully 
committed to a representative democracy. 
This response ranked at the very bottom for 
the nations studied.

A strong democracy demands a full-
throated commitment to democracy and 
a complete understanding of one's obliga-
tions as a citizen. That commitment and 
those obligations are learned through ef-
fective civic education in the younger years. 

The youth of today are the citizens of 
tomorrow. There is something that can be 
learned from the US about the impact of 
the presence or absence of that education 
for youth.

Historically, for much of the 20th cen-
tury, the US placed emphasis on civic edu-
cation for school students in the earlier 

school years. This emphasis has declined 
substantially in the 21st century and the 
focus has been placed on science-technol-
ogy-engineering-math (STEM) education 
and teaching to the test on those subjects. 
This shift and its negative impact on sup-
port for American democracy -- especially 
among youth -- has troubled both citizens 
and academics alike.

That is why nearly 90 percent of poll 
respondents to a national survey con-
ducted recently by The Democracy Project 
reacted favorably to a proposal to "ensure 
that schools make civic education a bigger 
part of the curriculum". In the US, in March 
of this year, the National Council of Social 
Studies issued a positioning statement rec-
ommending that effective civic education 
"should target the knowledge, skills and 
dispositions necessary to ensure that young 
people are truly capable of becoming active 
and engaged participants in civic life".

An educational initiative in India that 
has this targeted focus is the Children's 
Movement for Civic Awareness (CMCA). 

Its programmes are designed to "empower 
children and youth with knowledge, skills 
and competencies for active citizenship". 

India's political, business, civic and 
educational leaders should collaborate in 
looking at CMCA and similar programmes 
in India to develop an effective civic educa-
tion approach to be implemented in class-
rooms across the country to prepare all its 
youth to discharge their civic responsibili-
ties. A comprehensive programme of this 
type could be transformative.

The Sage Handbook of Education for 
Citizenship and Democracy, published in 
2008, titled its chapter on India, "Citizen-
ship Education in India: From Colonial 
Subjugation to Radical Possibilities". If In-
dia is to become a global beacon of hope 
for democracy, imagining will not make it 
so. But failing to imagine it will make it im-
possible.
Frank F. Islam is an entrepreneur, civic and 

thought Leader based in Washington, DC. 
The views expressed are personal. He can 

be contacted at ffislam@verizon.net

I
f global temperatures are allowed to 
rise by 2˚C, we face creating a “Hot-
house Earth” that would shift the 
planet to an irreversible state, a recent 

research paper warns. This has provoked a 
global frenzy in social, news and print me-
dia reminiscent of the planetary emergency 
professed by Al Gore a decade ago. Only this 
time climate scientists, and not politicians, 
are the ones causing the storm.

The research is compelling, but the ar-
guments are hardly new. We’ve long known 
that Earth systems require extensive hu-
man intervention, that nature will not re-
dress the balance itself. We already know 
of the planetary boundaries and, thanks 
to our unsustainable practices, how cross-
ing certain thresholds of natural resources 
(fresh water, land use, and biodiversity loss) 
and environmental variables (atmospheric 
aerosols, biochemical flows and ozone de-
pletion) could lead to tipping the Earth’s 
systems out of balance.

Nonetheless, the idea of Hothouse 
Earth has taken off. This is a good thing in 
terms of raising awareness and triggering 
global concerns and subsequent actions 
for integrated climate governance. But such 
accounts often fail to consider the political 
climate of the day.

Ongoing austerity measures in the af-
termath of the 2007-08 financial meltdown 
mean that states are divesting from their 
responsibilities on welfare, making way for 
supposedly “caring” forms of market-based 
mechanisms. Short-term policies of “doing 
more with less” have also affected civil soci-
ety as many organisations that rely on gov-
ernment funding are either disappearing or 
struggling to sustain their causes.

Meanwhile, this research could not have 
come at any better (or worse) time with the 
prolonged spells of heatwaves around the 
world. And studies suggest that public per-
ceptions of environmental hazards fluctu-
ate with the proximities and experiences of 
climatic events.

But if not carefully interpreted, claims 
of doom and gloom scenarios can polarise 
public and political opinions. Much scien-
tific research of this ilk, and certainly the 

vast majority of the media coverage about 
it, fails to appreciate the potential of indi-
vidual people in tackling environmental is-
sues. The same is true of many politicians, 
who consider environmental sustainability 
too serious a task to be trusted to people.

As a result, communities - although 
recognised as vulnerable to the effects of 
disappearing forests, warming oceans and 
melting ice sheets - remain absent from 
the decision-making processes and the 
proposed solutions. But community-based 
actions can be incredibly powerful, when 
harnessed.

There are various meaningful actions 
and initiatives that can be spearheaded by 
people in their communities. And in this 

time of political disengagement from the 
issue, it’s more important than ever that we 
do so.

While 1% of us may be able to consider 
their options for relocating to more hospi-
table places on Earth (Silicon valley billion-
aires are buying up property in New Zea-
land), or relatively less hospitable locations 
on the moon and Mars, the others will have 
to do something, now.

Among the steps that can be taken 
immediately, you could consider:

1. Change your lifestyle
Not just attitudes and behaviours, we need 
to reconsider how we live our everyday 
lives. As we become more knowledgeable 

about the state of nature in our surround-
ings with deteriorating air, soil and water 
conditions, we need to think about chang-
ing the way we our families and our friends 
are contributing to the environment. Opt 
for an organic or vegetarian diet, support 
Fairtrade, and opt for locally sourced stuff.
2. Sow a seed or two
Growing fruit or vegetables in your front or 
back gardens, or in pots indoors, will not 
only liven up your living space and provide 
you with fresh, local produce. The increased 
photosynthesis increases carbon sink and 
contributes to reducing greenhouse gases. 
Even more so, do it as a community. Many 
local authorities are now encourage the 
greening of the abandoned lands and der-

elict areas.
3. Join a local collective
Or better still, start one. Transition Network 
is a good example of actions based on vol-
untary individual and collective participa-
tion. It began as a permaculture movement 
to reduce fossil fuels dependence, growing 
own food, sourcing locally, promoting so-
cial inclusion. Today it is one of the largest 
community-based networks, with presence 
all over the world.
4. Use public transport or cycle
Many towns and cities are now promot-
ing different kinds of bike ride or sharing 
schemes. Sustainable transport solutions 
can help decrease car dependence besides 
reducing carbon footprint.
5. Help scientists with their research
Citizen science is increasingly becoming a 
valuable way of community-sourced and 
voluntary participation and research in all 
scientific disciplines. Contributions from 
everyday lives of citizens help scientists get 
out of their silos and find better solutions to 
complex and wicked problems.
6. Engage with your local and national 
politicians
Most of the political parties on a broad 
range of spectrum now understand and 
support the need for sustainable and 
healthy lifestyles to make our places bet-
ter in social, economic and environmental 
terms. But political agendas are a reflection 
of what people demand. And what better 
way to empower ourselves than to use our 
voting rights responsibly?
7. Check out what the government is doing
Local and national governments are com-
mitted to improving the environment. 
Many towns and cities have signed up for 
the Covenant of Mayors, voluntarily agree-
ing to reduce emissions and using sustain-
able energy sources. Surprisingly, not many 
countries have sufficient legal structures in 
place for climate action. Among national 
strategies, the Well-being of Future Genera-
tions Act in Wales is often quoted as an ex-
emplar of good policy and practice.

Abid Mehmood is a research fellow at 
Sustainable Places Research Institute, 

Cardiff University.

H
umans have big brains 
and our frontal lobes, 
just behind the forehead, 
are particularly huge. In-

juries to this part of the brain often 
happen after blows to the head or a 
stroke. Paradoxically, some people 
with frontal lobe injuries can seem 
unaffected – until they’ve been 
carefully evaluated.

The frontal lobes are sometimes 
described as the executives of the 
brain, or conductors of the orches-
tra. Among other things, they con-
trol and organise our thinking and 
decision-making processes. You 
rely on your frontal lobes when you 
do things like make plans, switch 
from one activity to another, or re-
sist temptation.

Some people with frontal lobe 

injuries seem completely normal 
in short one-to-one conversa-
tions, but they actually have great 
difficulty with everyday tasks, 
such as cooking, organising their 
paperwork or remembering to 
take medication. This is called 
the frontal lobe paradox because, 
even though these people seem 
unimpaired when assessed, they 
have significant difficulties in eve-
ryday life.

Without specialist expertise in 
acquired brain injuries, it can be 
almost impossible to spot frontal 
lobe paradox because, in many cas-
es, people will still be able to speak 
normally and seem remarkably un-
impaired. They may be unaware of 
their difficulties and deny that they 
need any help or support.

Insight issues
People affected by the condition 
are not lying when they say they 
don’t need help or support. Instead, 
they may lack knowledge of their 
own condition because areas of the 
frontal lobes that are responsible 
for self-monitoring and developing 
insight have been affected by their 
brain damage.

A second reason for the frontal 
lobe paradox is that the skills need-
ed for an assessment interview are 
different from those needed in eve-
ryday life. The structure and routine 
of an environment, such as a reha-
bilitation ward, can, in effect, play 
the role of someone’s frontal lobes. 
This can mask the difficulties people 
experience in less structured, open-
ended environments. For this rea-
son, a person’s level of ability needs 
to be assessed in a situation that re-

sembles everyday life. A seemingly 
simple task, such as going shopping, 
can reveal difficulties in people who 
appear unimpaired on standard 
tests of memory and attention, and 
have normal intelligence.
Lack of specialist training
Neuroscientists and doctors have 
known about the frontal lobe para-
dox for at least 50 years, but it is not 
always understood by non-special-
ists. This situation can lead to peo-
ple not receiving help they desper-
ately need.

For example, in England and 
Wales, social workers and care 
managers are usually responsible 
for deciding whether a person has 
the capacity (under the Mental Ca-
pacity Act 2005) to decline support 
or care. These are hardworking pro-
fessionals who are motivated to act 
in the best interests of those under 

their care, but many receive little or 
no specialist training in brain injury.

These professionals tend to 
base their decision about a person’s 
mental capacity on a short face-to-
face interview. This is exactly the sit-
uation that can lead to people with 
frontal lobe damage being denied 
the care that they need.

The assessment provides the 
support needed for a person to 
sound competent and able, but 
only for the duration of the assess-
ment. In one example, a woman 
persuaded a series of professionals 
that she could safely live alone after 
a significant brain injury. In reality, 
she could not make meals for her-
self or remember to take her lifesav-
ing medication. Sadly, she died at 
home shortly afterwards.
Support needed
We don’t know exactly how com-

mon the condition is, but the fron-
tal lobe paradox is probably found 
in a much higher number of peo-
ple than you might first imagine. 
As well as those who have suffered 
blows to the head and strokes, it 
can affect people with certain infec-
tions, some forms of dementia and 
even poorly controlled diabetes.

It is vital that social workers 
and care managers are trained on 
brain injury to protect the interests 
of people with frontal lobe injuries. 
People with these injuries are in 
particular need of support, but they 
are often the least likely to receive it.

Sam Gilbert is an associate 
professor in Institute of Cognitive 

Neuroscience, UCL.
Melanie George is a Consultant 

Clinical Neuropsychologist 
at Canterbury Christ Church 

University.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your telepathy 
and intuition are at an all-time high today, 
Aries. You should find it easier than usual to 
tune in to others’ thoughts and feelings. It 

might be a good idea to control your reactions. Don’t 
tell others what you’re picking up unless you’re sure 
they want to know. Your imagination and creative abil-
ities are also operating at a very high level. Make the 
most of them.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today a deep 
concern for others’ feelings could have you 
lending a sympathetic ear to those in need 
of some understanding. It’s more important 

to listen than talk now, Taurus, even though your prac-
ticality might want to express itself. Your affairs should 
go smoothly, bringing you a lot of satisfaction. Don’t be 
surprised if you shed a few tears of joy at some point.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you might 
complete a difficult project that’s impor-
tant to your career. Acknowledgement of 
your dedication and hard work could find 

you more emotionally overwhelmed than makes you 
comfortable. You may have to make a special effort to 
control your feelings. You’ve moved mountains to get 
where you are, Gemini, so it’s nice to be recognized. 
You deserve to celebrate tonight.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A long-awaited 
social event, perhaps a wedding or christen-
ing, could have you moved to tears, Cancer. 
As you’re naturally a person who doesn’t like 

to show your feelings, you might need to be by your-
self until the urge to cry has passed. This should be a 
very happy day for you as well, and your contentment 
could seem almost too good to be true. It’s real. Relax 
and enjoy it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): An intense, emo-
tional dream could move you so powerfully 
that you awaken with the odd sense that the 
dream was real. Write it down, Leo. Maybe it 

is. Efforts to overcome obstacles and advance in busi-
ness could finally pay off. You could walk around in a 
daze asking yourself if it really has happened. It has. 
Make the most of it, and don’t be afraid to show your 
feelings.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Emotional discus-
sions with your partner could move you to 
tears, Virgo. You’ve overcome any difficulties 
and probably reached a new understanding. 

Any relationship or friendship started or advanced 
now shows promise of being strong and lasting. Your 
basic inclination will be to control your feelings, but 
don’t be afraid to show them. It’s OK at times like this.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you may 
feel the need to do a lot of work around your 
home, Libra. Perhaps you expect visitors or 
simply want to spruce up the place for your-

self. You may need to pace yourself and not try to do 
everything at once. You could run into difficulties that 
require help from others who may be unavailable. 
Control the urge to steamroll through your chores.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some intense 
communications with a close friend or lover 
could reveal wonderful things about your re-
lationship. Perhaps you have more in com-

mon than you thought. Maybe your fears and insecuri-
ties prove groundless. As a result, you two could grow 
closer and discover a new mutual sense of purpose. 
Enjoy the positive feelings that come your way and 
have a great day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Ancient 
social traditions could be a powerful part of 
today, Sagittarius. An emotional event con-
cerning your family, perhaps a wedding or 

other milestone, could have you feeling especially 
moved. In the rush of events, you’ll probably keep a 
tight rein on any expression of emotion. Keeping up 
appearances could be more important to you than 
usual today. Do it, but also be yourself.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You usually 
place a lot of importance on self-control. To-
day this skill will come in handy when you 
receive some wonderful news that might 

otherwise move you to tears. Don’t carry it too far. Un-
der these circumstances, it’s OK to let it out a bit. Your 
hard work and dedication to your career are paying off. 
News about possible advancement could arrive. It’s a 
very eventful day.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Expect some 
great news regarding money, possibly pro-
fessional advancement. You may have to 
control the urge to break into tears of joy, 

Aquarius. A female friend could be going through some 
heavy changes and might want your support. Your best 
course of action would be to listen rather than offer ad-
vice. You may have to try hard to control yourself, how-
ever. The situation could defy all reason.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Happy events 
involving a close female relative might have 
you feeling emotional, Pisces. A marriage or 
birth could be involved. Your projects, par-

ticularly those with other people, could proceed well 
despite difficulties you’ve had to overcome. The results 
could move you to tears. You may feel the need to con-
trol yourself, but don’t be afraid to show how you feel.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Democracy Eats its Parents!
“If a principled yet 

powerful leader 
does emerge, he 
can only come 

from yesterday’s 
disempowered 

classes.”

T
he Brexit referendum and 
the follow-up debates have 
highlighted a trend relevant 
to the nature of democracy 

not just in Great Britain but other 
countries including America and 
India. These show how differently 
the common people think from the 
creative community and intellectu-
als.

The referendum favoured Brit-
ain’s leaving the European Union 
because workers and the unem-
ployed felt that the immigrants 
and other foreigners were respon-
sible for their economic woes and 
joined disillusioned middle classes 
who wanted to “take back control”. 
Banking on the economic insecu-
rity of the British working class, the 
“leavers” fuelled fear and resent-
ment and won the referendum.

The campaign widened the gulf 
between the working class and in-
tellectuals including scientists and 
the creative community. Scientists 
and artistes see foreigners serv-
ing British interests in the fields of 
research, innovation, arts and cul-
ture. They favour a freer movement 
of people and oppose tighter immi-
gration controls. They also benefit 
from EU funding.

So, the British scientists make 
statements that are liked by those 
who want Britain to remain in the 
European Union, notwithstanding 
the referendum’s result. The Eu-
rosceptics do not see scientists as 
their allies.

Royal Society President No-
bel Laureate Venkatraman Ram-
akrishnan and two of his predeces-
sors alerted the government about 
the Brexit’s adverse impact on sci-
ence and innovation in Britain. 
“Trashing relationships with the EU 
and member states will jeopardise 
scientific progress and damage in-
novation and the economy.” Con-
tinued cooperation and mobility 
are vital for the advancement of sci-
ence, they say. A scientist laments 
that his community has neither the 
resources nor the place of promi-
nence to mould public opinion.

Similarly, musicians and opera 
houses will face difficulties because 
of Brexit. The classical music sector 
feels unsettled. Brexit will result in 
the stoppage of EU funding. Mu-
sicians will have to apply for the 
visas. Thousands of students from 
EU countries in the British music 
schools will face problems. The 
pan-European regulations on intel-
lectual property will create a com-
plex situation. The European Youth 
Orchestra is shifting its administra-
tive headquarters from the UK to 
Italy. “You can’t ask for EU funding 
and then not be in the EU.”
Town vs. Gown?
The issues of culture and science 
do not concern the English masons, 
carpenters, plumbers, electricians 
and factory workers. They are eas-
ily made to resent the cheap foreign 
labour. The interests of workers 
and intellectuals diverge. In times 
of economic insecurity, a popu-
list leader encourages the working 
class to hate “foreigners”. The intel-
lectuals and the working class can 
hardly converse with each other 
when mutual antipathy is created. 

A Town vs. Gown kind of situation 
develops!

Earlier, intellectuals were not 
distant from the people and govern-
ance. The concept of philosopher-
king was prevalent in the ancient 
India, Greece and Rome. Much later 
in India, the king with no preten-
sions of being a philosopher, had a 
scholar as his official teacher-advis-
er with the designation of Rajguru.

In old Europe, artisans used to 
be radicalised by intellectuals who 
prepared them for a political role. 
This interaction led to “levelling up”. 
A paper on the “political shoemak-
ers” of Britain co-authored by Eric 
Hobsbawm quotes a verse that was 
popular in the 18th century. “A cob-
bler once in days of yore /Sat mus-
ing at his cottage door. /He liked to 
read old books, he said. /And then 
to ponder, what he’d read.”

The paper lists a number of 
shoemaker-intellectuals and says 
that the shoemaker’s reputation 
as popular philosopher and politi-
cian predates the era of industrial 
capitalism. It cites the example of 
a shoemaker holding classes in 
Marxism. It recalls that the shoe-
maker uncle of Lloyd Gorge taught 
his nephew the elements of radi-
cal politics in a Welsh village of the 
1880s. The artisan communities de-
clined but after leaving their mark 
on history.

So, there was a time when the 
gulf between intellectuals and the 
common people could be bridged 
and the two together managed to 
change the political course of their 
country.

Even during the last century, 
intellectuals enjoyed a privileged 
status in society and exercised con-
siderable influence in politics. Their 
theoretical work paved the way for 
the emergence of regimes commit-
ted to ideologies, good or bad. The 
earlier ideological revolutions apart, 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
derived her inspiration from a cer-
tain school of economists to imple-
ment her economic development 
and social engineering plans.

Intellectuals interacted in-
tensely with the commoners in an 
era marked by inter-class empa-
thy and concern. In India, Prime 
Minister Nehru used to address 
mass meetings on topics such as 
democracy, development, secular-
ism and scientific temper. Another 
westernised law graduate, Mahat-
ma Gandhi, successfully conveyed 
his thoughts to millions of Indians 
most of whom were not literate.
Aggressive populism
The intellectuals’ interaction with 
the commoners had started to de-
cline even before the rise of aggres-
sive populism. Some other factors 
weakened the intellectuals’ capac-
ity to sway public opinion or influ-
ence political trends.

Capitalism is essentially anti-
democratic and in collusion with 
political power it suppresses dis-
sent and disrupts the dialogue be-
tween the intellectual and her or 
his audience. The government does 
not have to come into the picture at 
all. Hired hooligans or advertisers 
can do the job. A new book by an 
eminent intellectual can be pulped 
by the publisher threatened by a 
mob. Or it can disappear from the 
shelves because of poor sales as 
compared to the bazaru (mass mar-
ket) fiction. The market becomes a 
barrier as the intermediaries such 
as the publishing giants come to 
play a big role.

Faced with market realism, an 
intellectual may imbibe the spirit 
of the new times and tailor his 
thoughts accordingly. He fears mar-
ginalisation and may harbour ma-

terial aspirations that distance him 
from the ordinary folks. Thus, an 
intellectual’s enthusiasm to interact 
with public gets dampened and his 
communication skills decline.

Intellectuals in India are being 
told not to confine their activity to 
academia. A student leader, Kan-
haiya Kumar, makes this point in 
his powerful speeches as he draws 
attention to the crisis created by the 
Modi Government. He attributes 
the rise of populism and bigotry 
to the lack of communication be-
tween intellectuals and the masses.

Intellectuals write papers 
on “othering” that a 
few people read and 
hold seminars on the 

“outsiders” that only like-
minded academics attend. 

An intellectual comes 
to public attention only 
when he says something 

that hurts a community’s 
religious sentiments!

In a politically surcharged at-
mosphere, intellectuals hesitate 
to create a controversy. Politicians 
have dragged universities into ver-
bal battles over nationalism, patri-
otism and the display of national 
flags and discarded battle tanks in 
the campuses.

When dissenters get threatened, 
some resort to self-censorship and 
some fall silent. Unlike Britain’s 
Royal Society, the Indian National 
Science Academy does not release 
papers to influence government 
policies on controversial issues 
lest such statements displease the 
powers that be. It maintains silence 
even when political leaders make 
ridiculous anti-science statements.

Intellectuals may have discreet-
ly redefined their role, opting for 
discretion instead of valour. Thus, 
they falter in promoting public in-
terest even when not threatened 
by the mobs or the government. 
Some decide to become sarkari (of-
ficial) intellectuals in order to prove 
their nationalism and to defend the 
leader.
“Carnival of Democracy”
On the other side, some of the recip-
ients of information and knowledge 
are now mentally less equipped for 
such an interaction thanks to the 
falling standards of school educa-
tion. They are too distracted by the 
entertainment media of the lowest 
kind. Social media, captured by un-
ethical political activists, turns an 
assertion of democratic rights into 
a farcical exercise. It diminishes de-
mocracy. Newspapers report elec-
tions under the banner: “Carnival of 
Democracy”.

A populist leader with auto-
cratic instincts unleashes a vicious 
campaign to widen the gulf be-
tween the intellectual class and hoi 
polloi. He gathers mass support by 
spraying simple slogans. He makes 
false promises. He fuels hatred by 
popularising false history. He wins 
the common man’s sympathy by 
promising to clip the wings of the 
“elite”. He can come from a remote 
town to challenge the Washington 
elite or New Delhi elite!

The current atmosphere in 
many countries has turned favour-
able for leaders fuelling hatred by 
invoking cultural nation identity 
and using immigration and religion 
for polarisation. They thus widen 
the gulf between the intellectual 
elite and the commoners.

The political establishment in 
country after country has devalued 
the intellectual elite. A new kind 
of leader regales the people with a 
vulgar political discourse, running 

down the intellectual elite. Burkean 
logic or an indigenous tradition of 
argumentation has vanished from 
parliamentary debates. What was 
unsayable in public has become 
sayable. Threats to writers and art-
ists keep growing.  

A populist leader co-opts the 
financial elite who care little about 
sectarian strife and do not have the 
guts to oppose an oppressor. It is 
ever ready to support a strong lead-
er who offers financial incentives. 
Since most intellectuals cannot be 
recruited as accomplices, a popu-
list leader ridicules them to make 
them fall in public esteem. He tar-
gets writers, poets and independ-
ent journalists because they breed 
dissent.

The names of “anti-Indian intel-
lectuals” are available for all to see 
as a media organ has put their list 
on the web. There are biographi-
cal details and extracts from their 
books or speeches to show how they 
defame India and Hinduism. Those 
named and shamed can even read 
what the hate-mongers say about 
them in the comments section. 
An intellectual wanting to win dig-
ital applause must leave Hinduism 
alone and point a finger at Islam.

Some years ago, when eminent 
historian Romila Thapar got a Con-
gressional fellowship in the US, 
some right-wing people of Indian 
origin circulated email messages 
criticising her. It so happens that 
India suffers from a grave deficit 
in right-wing intellectuals and the 
current regime is seeking ‘thinkers’ 
who can malign left-leaning intel-
lectuals.

It so happens that India 
suffers from a grave deficit 
in right-wing intellectuals 

and the current regime 
is seeking ‘thinkers’ who 
can malign left-leaning 

intellectuals.

Intellectuals face graver dangers 
under dictatorships. When the Paki-
stan army committed a genocide in 
East Bengal, its prime targets were 
university professors and students. 
The option of getting intellectuals 
shot is not available in a democracy. 
So, they are terrorised with the help 
of the ruling party’s storm-troopers.

The numbers of brave dissent-
ers shrink. Speaking truth to power 
calls for sacrifice. And not many in-
tellectuals are prepared to be physi-
cally harmed or be marginalised. 
Thus, the intellectual elite invites 
the charge of cowardice. However, it 
is not fair to expect a writer, an aca-
demic or a journalist to lay down 
her life for principles, though some 
Indians in the recent years did court 
that destiny. But why should a writ-
er cross the road if he sees a mob on 
the other side baying for his blood? 
A semiotician suffering from tooth-
ache goes to a dentist! That is why at 
times the literary fists are not raised 
and the literature festivals and 
prominent universities and colleg-
es ditch the principle of freedom of 
speech and disinvite speakers.

The populist leader, the biggest 
beneficiary of social media, leads an 
army of trollers and commands mil-
lions of devotees ever ready to hit out 
at any critic. Populism curtails the 
power of reason by silencing intel-
lectuals. An elected populist leader 
establishes a Republic of Unreason.
Republic of Unreason and the 
progress of democracy
A populist in power breeds chil-
dren of absolutism. He distorts his-
tory, modifies school text-books and 
through social media creates a fake 
reality in the minds of the young as 
well as the old. Trained historians 

with academic rigour and research 
experience are made redundant by 
the army of trollers circulating pages 
and pages of “history” to validate the 
leader’s rhetoric. This massive fraud 
polarises the voters. They are incited 
to take revenge for the alleged atroc-
ities suffered by their forefathers!

A populist leader comes to pow-
er by fuelling the people’s dissatis-
faction with the traditional elites. 
He masquerades as one of “them”, 
the ordinary folk, raising a ban-
ner of revolt against the politically 
privileged lot who failed to solve the 
problems of the common man.

This leader finds even scholarly 
criticism galling. He sees the critic 
as an enemy. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, whose claim of a college 
degree is being doubted, ridicules 
Harvard University. A Nobel Laure-
ate teaching in Harvard University 
criticised India’s economic policies. 
Modi shot back: Hard work vs. Har-
vard! Such leaders are suspicious 
of the public universities which are 
currently under attack in India. The 
Republican Party in the US too is 
not favourably disposed towards 
the institutes of higher learning.

Once the masses are swayed by 
post-truth rhetoric, fake news and 
calls for hating the others, a brave 
intellectual finds himself crying in 
the wilderness. The recent develop-
ments in India, Great Britain and 
America, have further diminished 
the intellectual elite’s role in politics.

Of course, one must note that 
it is the progress of democracy that 
made possible the emergence of 
semi-literate leaders who ignore or 
confront the intellectual elite. The 
transition signals the transfer of po-
litical power from those blessed with 
higher education and leadership 
qualities to those who took time to 
learn the ropes of climbing to the 
top in the political pecking order.

As mentioned earlier, once the 
working classes were led not by 
one among them but by those well-
versed in theories that explained 
their interests. These thought lead-
ers mobilised workers and organised 
their struggles. Some such leaders, 
because of their class background, 
were called “champagne socialists”.

A semi-literate populist leader 

displeases some among the elite 
and the mutual antipathy gets ex-
pressed at times. Narendra Modi, 
during his poll campaign, showed 
off his humble origins, hitting out 
at a privileged dynasty. Referring 
to Modi’s claim that as young man, 
he used to serve tea in a shop, a 
Cambridge-educated politician in 
the opposite camp derisively called 
him a chaiwallah (tea boy, not fit for 
a high office). This was a God-sent 
remark for Modi and he used it to 
win over more unprivileged voters.

It is inherent in the logic of de-
mocracy that those who cannot 
dream of wielding political power 
will assume it one day, irrespec-
tive of their social status, academic 
qualifications or criminal record. 
Utopian intellectuals, now unable 
to influence the common people, 
had dreamt of the democratic proc-
ess leading to a “levelling up”. What 
we see today is “levelling down”. 
There are few role models in a poli-
tics that has come to be dominated 
by political entrepreneurs who grab 
power by playing to the basest in-
stincts of the common people.
Champagne socialists
The credit for introducing and pro-
moting democracy goes to the in-
tellectual elite. They prepared the 
theoretical framework and then 
popularised the principles by inter-
acting with the people. Some aristo-
crat-intellectuals joined the mission 
risking their status and privileges. 
They even influenced those poten-
tial beneficiaries who were initially 
indifferent to a democratic order.

But now a government in India 
is unlikely to be led by a highly edu-
cated “champagne socialist”, who 
devoted his life to working for the 
poor and made them conscious of 
their rights. Partly because he can-
not compete in telling tales during 
the poll campaign. Nor can he fol-
low a cynical sinister scheme to 
influence the voters. If a principled 
yet powerful leader does emerge, he 
can only come from yesterday’s dis-
empowered classes.

It is said that a revolution eats 
its children. With democratisation 
coming such a long way, one might 
say that democracy eats its parents!
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UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi along with other opposition parties’ 
leaders raises slogans during a protest against the Union govern-
ment over Rafale deal issue, at Parliament House in New Delhi on 
Friday, Aug 10.

Sonia leads Congress protest on Rafale deal  

Triple talaq bill stalled in Rajya Sabha India, Afghanistan review development cooperation

Dalai Lama regrets remarks on Nehru

India, Nepal agree to 
enhance cooperation on 
border issues

Shah rejects scam charge 
against NDA govt in Rafale deal

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (IANS): 
On the last day of Par-
liament’s monsoon ses-
sion, UPA Chairperson 
and Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi on Friday led her 
party MPs in their protest 
against the Narendra Modi 
government on the con-
troversial Rafale deal, and 
demanded a JPC probe 
into it.

Holding  placards, 
the Congress leaders as-
sembled near the Gandhi 
statue in Parliament lawns 
where they shouted slo-
gans denouncing the gov-
ernment and demanded a 
JPC probe into the fighter 
jets’ deal.

Leader of Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, former De-
fence Minister A.K. An-
tony, Ambika Soni and 
senior party lawmakers 
participated in the protest.

Among the other par-
ties which also joined the 
protest included Trina-
mool Congress, Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI) 
and Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP).Earlier, the Congress 
members in the Lok Sabha 
raised slogans during the 
Zero Hour demanding a 
JPC probe into the Rafale 
deal and entered the well 
of the House. Later, they 
staged a walkout.

The Congress MPs also 
protested in the Rajya Sab-
ha, disrupting the House 
proceedings briefly.

“This is the biggest 
scam of the world. We de-
mand formation of a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
to investigate the Rafale 
deal,” Azad said in the 
Rajya Sabha.

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (IANS): 
The proposed law to crimi-
nalise the practice of instant 
divorce by Muslim hus-
bands will not see the light 
of the day for at least four 
more months as the Rajya 
Sabha on Friday decided to 
defer the consideration of 
the bill till the next session 
due to lack of consensus.

Chairman M. Venkai-
ah Naidu said the Mus-
lim Women (Protection of 
Rights on Marriage) Bill, 
2017, has been deferred 
till the next session even as 
Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad demand-
ed that the bill be taken 
up. The Chairman said he 
would not proceed without 
a consensus.

The minister blamed 
the Congress for the delay.

“Sir, whatever is hap-
pening is unfair. Should the 
Muslim women not get jus-
tice? The Congress is delay-
ing it in the name of select 
committee,” Prasad said as 
Opposition MPs protested 
loudly and Naidu asked the 
Minister to stop.

The Union Cabinet on 
Thursday cleared amend-
ments to the bill, which was 
passed by the Lok Sabha, 
with the fresh version allow-
ing a magistrate to give bail 
to the men found instantly 
divorcing their wives.

According to the new 
provisions of the bill, in-
stant divorce will continue 
to be illegal and void, at-
tracting a jail term of three 
years for the guilty. But if 
the wife and the husband 
desire to settle their differ-

ences, then a magistrate 
can compound the offence 
on appropriate terms and 
conditions and grant bail 
after hearing the wife.

The amended bill was 
listed for consideration 
and passing in the day’s list 
of business of the Upper 
House. However, the Oppo-
sition members objected to 
its listing on a Friday, which 
is reserved for the private 
members’ bills.

In the afternoon, as the 
House reconvened at 2.30 
p.m., Chairman Naidu said: 
“We are taking up private 
members’ bills now and af-
ter that we will take up two 
government bills. And the 
bills are on which there is 
consensus. We are not tak-
ing up the other bill (triple 
talaq bill).”

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (IANS): India 
and Afghanistan reviewed the 
development projects in the war-
torn country being implemented 
with Indian aid, including secu-
rity of Indian personnel, during 
a meeting of the Joint Working 
Group on Development Coop-
eration (JWG-DC) in Kabul, the 
External Affairs Ministry said on 
Friday.

According to a ministry state-
ment, during the meeting on 
Thursday, both sides had an 
exhaustive review of the large 
number of ongoing develop-
ment projects spread over varied 
areas of cooperation such as 
capacity building, infrastructure, 
education, healthcare, good-
governance and human resource 
development.

India is a leading develop-
ment aid partner of Afghanistan 
having successfully implemented 

a large number of infrastructure 
projects, including the Afghan 
Parliament building, Afghan-
India Friendship Dam, the first 
phase of the Chabahar port in 
Iran among others. 

The Chabahar port on the 
southeastern coast of Iran is 
being jointly developed by In-
dia, Iran and Afghanistan and 
is aimed at giving access to Af-
ghanistan bypassing Pakistan.

According to the statement, 
the Afghan side appreciated In-
dia’s timely assistance of 170,000 
tonne of wheat and 2,000 tonne 
of pulses during this year when 
large parts of the country were 
suffering from drought. 

“Both sides also expressed 
satisfaction that these larges-
cale deliveries were made from 
India to Afghanistan via Chaba-
har, highlighting the viability of 
Chabahar as a route for trade and 

commerce,” it stated. 
“Both sides underscored the 

importance of access through 
Chabahar port for strengthening 
trade and economic relations.” 

The two sides also decided to 
take up several small, medium 
and largescale projects for im-
plementation in the near future. 
including the Shahtoot dam, low 
cost housing for the returning 
refugees in Nangarhar province 
of Afghanistan, a polyclinic in 
Mazar-e-Sharif, and construc-
tion of a road connecting Band-
e-Amir in Bamyan province with 
the Bamyan-Yakawlang Highway.

The Shahtoot dam is a pro-
posed dam in the Kabul river 
basin that is expected to supply 
irrigation water for about 10,000 
hectares of agricultural land and 
drinking water to around two 
million people in Kabul city.

“Both sides underscored the 

importance of safety and secu-
rity of Indian personnel involved 
in development projects in Af-
ghanistan,” the External Affairs 
Ministry statement said. 

“The Afghan side assured 
their cooperation in ensuring the 
security of the Indian personnel.”

India also accepted the re-
quest for consideration of new 
projects, shared by the Afghan 
side, which will be examined and 
considered for implementation, 
“based on the priorities of the 
people and the government of 
Afghanistan”

At the JWG-DC meeting, the 
Indian side was headed by T.S. 
Tirumurti, Secretary (Economic 
Relations) in the External Affairs 
Ministry, while the Afghan side 
was led by Ismail Rahimi, Deputy 
Minister of Policy and Technical 
Affairs, Ministry of Economy.

Bengaluru, Aug. 10 (IANS): 
The Tibetan spiritual leader 
Dalai Lama on Friday re-
gretted blaming former 
Prime Minister Jawahar-
lal Nehru for the partition 
of India and Pakistan in 
1947 and thanked him for 
sheltering thousands of 
exiled Tibetans after they 
fled from their motherland.

“My statements (on Ne-
hru) have created a contro-
versy. I apologise if I said 
something wrong,” the 
83-year-old Nobel laureate 
told reporters on the side-
lines of an event here.

Speaking to the stu-
dents at the Goa Institute 
of Management at Sanque-
lim in north Goa on August 
8, the Dalai Lama had said: 
“Mahatma Gandhi wanted 
to give the prime minister-
ship to (Mohammad Ali) 
Jinnah. But Nehru refused. 
He was self-centred. He 

said, ‘I wanted to be Prime 
Minister’. India and Pa-
kistan would have been 
united (had Jinnah been 
made Prime Minister at the 
time)”. 

The Dalai Lama, how-
ever, apologised for the 
remarks on Friday and 
thanked Nehru for sup-
porting the Tibetans’ cause 
when thousands of them, 
including monks, fled their 
motherland after China an-
nexed the mountain coun-
try in 1950. “I had a close re-
lationship with Nehru, who 
suggested to have separate 
schools to preserve the Ti-
betan thought. He (Nehru) 
supported the Tibetans’ 
cause,” the 14th Dalai Lama 
said.

He was addressing 
“Thank You Karnataka” 
event here, a part of “Thank 
You India - 2018”, organ-
ised by the Central Tibetan 

Administration to mark its 
community’s 60 years of 
exile in the country.

The Dalai Lama, who 
was recognised at the age 
of two as the reincarna-
tion of the 13th Dalai Lama 
Thubten Gyatso, fled to In-
dia from Tibet after a failed 
uprising against the Chi-
nese rule in 1959.

Since then, India has 
been home to over 100,000 
Tibetans majorly settled 
in Karnataka, Himachal 
Pradesh among other 
states.

The Tibetans, who were 
demoralised after turning 
into refugees in India, grew 
confident over the years 
with the help they got from 
the country to make their 
living, the Dalai Lama said.

Eventually, Tibetans 
found support from other 
countries like the US, Can-
ada and others, he added.

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (IANS): India and Nepal have 
agreed to enhance cooperation and coordination 
between their border guarding forces and em-
phasised timely sharing of information between 
their forces on trans-border crime and criminal 
activities, a statement from Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB) said on Friday.

The decision was taken at a three-day 3rd 
India-Nepal Coordination meeting that began 
on August 8. The Indian delegation was led by 
SSB Director General Rajni Kant Mishra and a 
seven-member Nepalese team was headed by 
Shailendra Khanal, Inspector General of Nepal 
Armed Police Force. 

The meeting was held at the south Delhi-based 
headquarters of the SSB -- the 94,000-strong para-
military force mandated to guard 1,751 km India-
Nepal and 699 km India-Bhutan borders. 

“The main aim of the meeting was to enhance 
mutual cooperation and coordination between 
the border guarding forces. Both sides discussed 
various issues covering prevailing border situa-
tion, trans-border crimes, human trafficking for 
maintaining sanctity and security of the interna-
tional border,” said the statement. 

Both sides agreed to continue holding regular 
coordination meetings at all levels, it said.

“The two forces discussed security scenario 
along the border and emphasized timely sharing 
of information between them on trans-border 
crime and criminal activities,” said the statement.

The Nepalese delegation was on official visit 
from August 7 to 10. 

On the first day, the Nepalese delegation 
met Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba and 
discussed joint patrolling, common training of 
armed forces’ officers and regular border meet-
ings. 

Appreciating the coordination between India 
and Nepal, the visiting delegation emphasised 
the need for periodic coordination meetings and 
common training courses for armed police offic-
ers of the two countries.

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
BJP president Amit Shah 
today brushed off allega-
tions of corruption levelled 
by former union ministers 
Arun Shourie and Yashwant 

Sinha in the Rafale deal, 
saying credence should be 
given to the defence min-
ister’s statement and not 
what those “who did not 
get jobs” say.

Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs Vijay 
Goel, however, dimissed 
the allegations, saying the 
opposition MPs need to 
have substantial proof 
if they accuse the Prime 
Minister of graft.

The Congress mem-

bers had earlier boycotted 
a breakfast meeting by 
Vice President and Rajya 
Sabha Chairman Venkaiah 
Naidu in protest against 
the government’s move 
to pass three bills in the 
House without any discus-
sion.

Kerala flood situation worsens as dams release water

An aeriel view of the flooded locality of Aluva after heavy rains, in Kerala on Friday, Aug 10.
PTI

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aug. 10 (IANS): The flood 
situation in Kerala wors-
ened on Friday as all the 
five gates of the Idukki 
hydel project were opened 
and shutters of over two 
dozen dams were lifted, 
inundating various parts 
of the state which reeled 
under the unprecedented 
downpour in decades. The 
floods have claimed 27 
lives so far.

Army was deployed 
in the worst-affected dis-
tricts of Idukki, Erankulam, 
Malappuram, Kozhikode, 
Wayanad and Kannur and 
thousands of people were 
evacuated to safe places 
along the banks of the riv-
ers as rain alert has been 
sounded in many districts 
till Monday.

While one shutter of 
the Cheruthoni dam of 
the Idukki hydel project 
was opened on Thursday, 
two more were lifted this 
morning and another by 
the afternoon as the wa-
ter level reached 2,400 
feet against its full capac-
ity of 2,403 feet. The gates 
of the Cheruthoni dam 
have been opened after 
26 years. 

With all the five flood-
gates of the Idukki dam 
opened, water is rushing 
down the Periyar river 
causing huge loss to crops 
and properties. The worst 
affected is the Cheruthoni 
town, located close to the 
dam. The situation wors-
ened with the shutters of 
the Idamalayar dam also 

being opened adding to 
the swelling of the river.

Since the dam was last 
opened in 1992, a lot of 
encroachment have taken 
place across the banks of 
the river. Agricultural ac-
tivities and houses have 
come up in the area.

Rains in the rest of the 
flood-ravaged state have 
come down, a Met official 

said.
Chief Minister Pinarayi 

Vijayan is closely moni-
toring the situation after 
cancelling all his engage-
ments. He is staying put in 
his office in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, coordinating 
with the various district 
authorities and the Kerala 
State Electricity Board, 
which controls the dam. 

He appealed to the people 
to avoid travel to the hilly 
areas in the dark. 

Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, who 
will be visiting the state to 
the worst-affected areas, 
talked to Vijayan on tel-
ephone. Both took stock of 
the situation as the Centre 
assured the state of all pos-
sible assistance.

Around 200 families 
who live on the sides of 
the river have already been 
evacuated to safety as a 
matter of abundant cau-
tion.

The waters are set to 
reach parts of Ernaku-
lam and Thrissur districts 
and authorities in these 
two districts are on a high 
alert. The authorities have 
decided to keep open all 
the five floodgates of the 
Idukki dam for a specified 
period of time.

The army is already in-
volved in rescue-relief and 
damage control exercises 
in several districts in the 
state. 

Nine columns of per-
sonnel have been deployed 
in rescue and rehabilita-
tion work and reaching 
food to the needy.

There were some anx-
ious moments for around 
60 tourists, including for-
eigners who were holed 
up at a resort near Idukki 
as the roads to the resort 
were damaged following a 
landslide.

State Tourism Minister 
Kadakampally Surendran 
wrote on Facebook that all 
the tourists have been res-
cued with help from army 
personnel.

While the rains con-
tinued in Idukki, the re-
m a i n i n g  d i s t r i c t s  o f 
Malappuram, Kozhikode, 
Palakkad and parts of Kan-
nur , which received heavy 
rains on Wednesday and 
Thursday heaved a sigh 
of relief on Friday as the 

downpour reduced in in-
tensity. 

According to the Kerala 
government, as on Friday 
evening over 23,000 people 
have been put up in 254 
relief camps.

The total death toll on 
account of the heavy rains 
that stood at 24 yesterday 
went up with three more 
deaths reported on Friday.

Kerala Power Minis-
ter M.M. Mani, who hails 
from Idukki, told the me-
dia there that the decision 
to open more shutters of 
the Idamalayar dam was 
taken to prevent the water 
level from reaching its full 
strength of 2,403 feet.

Mani also said: “This 
is not going to create any 
issue as we are soon plan-
ning to close down the 
shutters. We are confident 
that things can be control-
led.”

State Revenue Minister 
E. Chandrasekheran, who 
is camping in Ernakulam 
and coordinating the ac-
tivities, said five teams 
of the army were taking 
part in disaster manage-
ment exercise in Idukki, 
Wayanad, Kozhikode and 
Malappuram.

“The central team is 
also here to assess the 
damages that were caused 
by the rains in July. Now 
that they are witness to the 
current situation -- wide-
spread destruction of crops 
and property, we are hope-
ful that they will be able to 
speed up their reports,” 
said Chandrasekheran.

Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman has said 
that the base price of Rafale 
fighter aircraft negotiated 
by the Modi government is 
less than what was finalised 
by the UPA, he said, add-
ing that the government 
has already clarified on the 
matter following the oppo-
sition’s charges.

He was speaking in an 
interview after releasing a 
book “Blue print for an eco-
nomic miracle” authored 
by Pradeep Gupta, CMD of 
Axis My India.

He was responding to a 
question about allegations 
of scam levelled by Shourie 
and Sinha, both ministers 
in the NDA government 
headed by Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, and activist lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan in the 
aircraft deal.

“Will you give credence 
to the defence minister’s 
statement or those who did 
not get jobs,” he asked.

BJP leaders have often 
hinted that Shourie’s and 
Sinha’s relentless attack on 
the Modi government over 
various issues is because 
they were sidelined by it 
after it came to power in 
2014.

They had claimed on 
Wednesday that the alleged 
scam involving the Rafale 
deal is much bigger than 
the Bofors scandal.

Shah also asserted that 
the BJP will return to power 
in 2019 with a bigger man-
date than 2014 . “People 
have already made up their 
mind. We have no doubt 
about it,” he said.

He also claimed that his 
party will return to power 
in three poll-bound states 

of Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 
as there is an overall “pro-
incumbency” sentiment 
there due to the works of 
governments there.

A day ahead of his rally 
in West Bengal, Shah said 
his party will win more 
than 22 of 42 Lok Sabha 
seats.

To a question about 
escape of businessmen 
Mehul Choksi and Nirav 
Modi, he said the Modi gov-
ernment’s relentless action 
against them would ensure 
that there will be “fewer 
thieves” now.

He said the government 
cannot give a deadline 
about when these fugitives 
will be brought back to 
India to face trial as it is a 
judicial process.

There will not be any 
laxity in our government’s 
efforts, he asserted. 

He also rejected sugges-
tions that some of the BJP’s 
allies are not happy with 
the party and said all NDA 
constituents are together. 

He referred to the NDA’s 
decision to field JD(U) lead-
er Harivansh in the election 
to the post of the Rajya 
Sabha deputy chairman to 
make his point.

For the first time in over 
four decades years, the post 
has gone outside the main 
party in the government, he 
said, underlining the BJP’s 
accommodative stand to 
its allies.

The BJP is not like the 
Congress which dumped 
its allies when they were 
not needed, he said, refer-
ring to its treatment of the 
Samajwadi Party when the 
UPA was in power.

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama presents a traditional Tibetan memento to  Karnataka Chief Min-
ister H D Kumaraswamy during a programme in Bengaluru on Friday, Aug 10.

PTI



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, August 11, 2018

United Nations, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
Former Chilean president Michelle 
Bachelet was appointed today by 
the UN General Assembly as the 
world body’s next top human rights 
official to replace Jordanian diplo-
mat Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein . 

UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres had this week nominated 
Bachelet to be the next UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 
Her name was forwarded for con-
sideration by the 193-member UN 
General Assembly, which today ap-
proved her appointment. 

Al Hussein warmly welcomed 
the UN General Assembly’s ap-
pointment of Bachelet to succeed 
him when his mandate comes to an 
end on 31 August 2018.

“I am truly delighted by the ap-
pointment of Michelle Bachelet as 
the next UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights,” Zeid said. 

“She has all the attributes cour-
age, perseverance, passion, and a 
deep commitment to human rights 
to make her a successful High Com-
missioner. The UN Human Rights 
Office looks forward to welcom-
ing her and working under her 
leadership for the promotion and 
protection of all human rights, for 
everyone, everywhere.” 

Bachelet most recently served 
as President of Chile (from 2014 to 
2018, and 2006 to 2010). She was 
the first Executive Director of UN-
Women between 2010 and 2013. 
She has also served as Minister of 
Defence and Minister of Health in 
Chile. The UN General Assembly 
today approved the UN Secretary-

General’s appointment of Bachelet 
for a four-year term as High Com-
missioner.

Bachelet will be the seventh 
High Commissioner since the Of-
fice was created in 1993. Zeid Ra’ad 
Al-Hussein has been in office since 
1 September 2014. His predecessors 
are: Jos Ayala-Lasso (1994-97); Mary 
Robinson (1997-2002); Sergio Vieira 
de Mello (2002-03); Louise Arbour 
(2004-08); and Navi Pillay (2008-14). 

Following consultations with 
the Chairs of the regional groups 
of Member States, Guterres had in-
formed the General Assembly of his 
intention to appoint Bachelet as the 
next United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights. Bachelet, 
66 will succeed al-Hussein, who had 
been one of the most outspoken 
critics of abuses by governments 
in many countries. Her name now 

goes forward for consideration and 
approval by the 193-member UN 
General Assembly. 

The UN Human Rights High 
Commissioner is the principal of-
ficial who speaks out for human 
rights across the whole UN system, 
strengthening human rights mech-
anisms; enhancing equality; fight-
ing discrimination in all its forms; 
strengthening accountability and 
the rule of law; widening the demo-
cratic space and protecting the most 
vulnerable from all forms of human 
rights abuse. 

Al-Hussein will step down from 
his role at the end of this month. He 
served a single term, beginning in 
2014. During his tenure, Al-hussein 
had been outspoken in his criticism 
of abuses in dozens of countries 
from Myanmar and Hungary to the 
United States. At a farewell news 

conference at UN headquarters 
this month, he had said he does not 
regret speaking out against human 
rights abuses, saying “silence does 
not earn you any respect none.” 

In June this year, he had released 
a first ever report on Kashmir in 
which he had called for a commis-
sion of inquiry by the Human Rights 
Council to conduct an independ-
ent, international investigation into 
the human rights situation in Kash-
mir and PoK. India had rejected 
that report, terming it as “fallacious, 
tendentious and motivated and 
a selective compilation of largely 
unverified information. 

Headquartered in Geneva, the 
Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) is 
mandated to promote and protect 
the universal exercise and full re-
alization of human rights, across 
the world, as established in the UN 
Charter.  Bachelet’s nomination has 
received cautious reactions from 
diplomats and human rights organ-
izations. US Ambassador to the UN 
Nikki Haley said the United States 
had withdrawn from the UN Hu-
man Rights Council in part because 
of the Council’s consistent failure 
to address extreme human rights 
abuses in the Western Hemisphere, 
in Venezuela and Cuba in particular. 

Haley added that the Human 
Rights Commissioner can have a 
strong voice on these critical is-
sues, even when the Human Rights 
Council fails to live up to its name. 
It is incumbent on the Secretary-
General’s choice, Bachelet, to avoid 
the failures of the past.

Islamabad, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister-
in-waiting Imran Khan 
today tendered an uncon-
ditional written apology to 
the election commission 
for violating the secrecy of 
the ballot, removing the 
last possible hurdle in his 
swearing-in next week.

The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP), in 
a 3-1 vote, accepted the 
apology submitted by the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairperson.

It also ordered the issu-
ance of notification for his 
victory in Islamabad’s NA-
53 constituency where he 
stamped the ballot paper 
publicly instead of going 
behind the voting screen.

Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) retired 
Justice Sardar Muhammad 
Raza disagreed with the 
ECP’s Sindh, Balochistan 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
members, who were in fa-
vour of accepting the apol-
ogy.

Khan’s counsel Babar 
Awan submitted the un-
conditional written apol-
ogy before the commission 
on behalf of the PTI chief 
during the hearing held 
by a four-member bench 
headed by Raza as the ECP 
had sought a signed apol-
ogy from Khan for violat-
ing the electoral code of 
conduct.

In his written reply, 

Khan mentioned that he 
values the ECP as well as 
the electoral rules. He said 
that on July 25, he entered 
an overcrowded polling 
station, without any com-
panions, to cast his vote, 
Dawn news reported.

“I was told to put my 
ballot on a table and stamp 
it when I asked the staffers 
present there about where 
to mark the ballot,” the re-
port quoted Khan as telling 
the ECP.

He added that the me-
dia recorded footage of him 
without his consent while 
he was casting his vote, and 
that he had not intended to 
violate the law.

The commission yes-
terday rejected the re-
sponse submitted by his 
counsel Awan who had 
sought an end to the case 
and requested the ECP to 
issue the notification for 
Khan’s victory from NA-53 
Islamabad constituency.

The suo motu case 
against Khan was heard 
after the ECP took notice 
of him publicly stamping 
the ballot paper in NA-53 
Islamabad constituency, 
instead of going behind 
the voting screen to cast his 
vote in secrecy.

According to the reply 
by Khan’s counsel, photos 
of Khan’s ballot were taken 
without his permission and 
the curtain, used around 
the ballot for secrecy, had 

fallen due to the crowd in-
side the polling booth.

Imran won the NA-53 
seat by defeating former 
prime minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi, bagging 
92,891 votes in contrast 
to the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz leader’s 
44,314 votes.

The electoral body has 
withheld the notification 
of his success from the con-
stituency in view of the 
pending case.

According to the elec-
tion act, a person can be 
given a six-month jail sen-
tence and/or fine of Rs 
1,000 for not casting his/
her vote in secrecy.

On July 30, the ECP had 
sought a written reply from 
Khan, who has been nomi-
nated by the PTI as the 
next Prime Minister after 
the party emerged as the 
largest in the National As-
sembly in the election.

He is expected to take 
oath of office of the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan some-
time next week. 

The 65-year-old crick-
eter-turned-politician had 
contested from five con-
stituencies and had won 
from all of them. But the 
ECP has only granted him 
temporary permission to 
take oath as a Member of 
the National Assembly, 
pending the outcome of the 
case of violation of electoral 
code of conduct.

Kathmandu, Aug. 10 (IANS): 
Nepal and Bangladesh on Fri-
day signed a memorandum of 
understanding to work togeth-
er in the development of the 
energy sector for the first time.

Nepali Minister for Energy, 
Water Resources and Irrigation 
Barsha Man Pun and Minister 
of State for Power, Energy and 
Mineral Resources of Bangla-
desh, Nasrul Hamid, signed the 
agreement.

Bangladesh had been 
showing interest in joint in-
vestment in the energy sector 
in Nepal since long.

As per the MoU, a joint 
executive committee at the 
Energy Secretary level and the 
joint technical group at the 
Joint Secretary level would be 
formed for bilateral collabora-
tion. 

The two bodies would con-
vene their meetings within 
the coming two months to 
determine the future course 
of action.

According to statement is-
sued by Nepal’s Ministry of En-
ergy, Bangladesh will purchase 
500 megawatts power from the 
Himalayan country.

Bangladeshi Minister of 
State for Electricity, Energy 
and Mines Hamid said that his 
country had come up with the 
move to cherish the dream of 
his people and address grow-

ing energy needs in his country.
The government and pri-

vate sector of both the coun-
tries will work together to tap 
Nepal’s umpteen potential in 
hydropower, he said, terming 
the agreement signing a matter 
of “historic importance”.

Informing that his country 
has set a target to graduate to 
the league of developed coun-
tries by 2041, he said that they 
would need around 60,000 
MW power. Nepal is an ap-
propriate alternative source for 
this, he added.

“We require 24,000MW 
electricity by 2021. Now, Bang-
ladesh has the economic 
growth rate of 7.2 per cent and 
has set the target to increase 
this to 10 per cent by next year,” 
Hamid said.

In a press meet after sign-
ing the MoU, Pun and Hamid 
said that they will hold talks 
with India on the issues of a 
transmission line.

It is expected that Oli and 
his Bangladeshi counterpart 
Sheikh Hasina will hold talks 
regarding the issue with Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in BIMSTEC meeting in Kath-
mandu on August 30. 

Pun further expected that 
the electricity generated in 
Nepal could be exported to 
Bangladesh by developing a 
SAARC level grid.

Montreal, Aug. 10 (PTI/AFP): A 
suspect has been arrested after 
four people were killed today 
in a shooting in the eastern 
Canadian city of Fredericton, 
police said.

Authorities urged people in 
the Brookside neighborhood, 
where residents reported wak-
ing to the sounds of dozens of 
shots, to remain in their homes, 
describing it as an “active inci-
dent” on Twitter.

Around an hour after giving 
first word of the killings, a sec-
ond message from police said: 
“At this time, we can confirm 
that we have one suspect in 
custody.” The circumstances 

of the shooting in the capital of 
New Brunswick province were 
not immediately known.

The Canadian broadcaster 
CBC said that the shooting 
happened in a residential area 
of the city north of downtown, 
and that heavily-armed police, 
paramedics and firefighters 
were on the scene.

Police were seen escorting 
people from their homes.

CBC quoted Robert DiDi-
odato, who lives in the area, as 
saying he heard a series of “fire-
cracker” sounds around 7 am.

“ Wi t h  t h e  t e m p o,  i t 
might’ve been a gunshot,” he 
said. “It was sort of like a pop, 

pop, pop, pop.” He said that 
about five minutes later he 
could hear similar sounds near 
his home.

“Doors are locked and 
everybody’s inside,” he said, 
according to CBC. A nearby 
daycare was also on lockdown.

On July 22, a man opened 
fire in a bustling nightlife dis-
trict of Toronto, killing an 18 
year old woman and a 10 year 
old girl and wounding 13 other 
people. 

The Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility but Ca-
nadian police said they had no 
evidence the group was behind 
the shooting. 

Tokyo, Aug. 10 (PTI/AFP): Japan 
today launched an unprecedented 
probe into gender discrimination 
at all the nation’s medical universi-
ties after a Tokyo medical school 
admitted to altering the entrance 
test results of female applicants to 
exclude them.

The education ministry has 
asked all 81 private and public med-
ical schools to check their admission 
procedures for possible discrimina-
tion against female applicants.

Authorities said they would also 
check the gender ratio of successful 
applicants for the past six months, 
and confirmed it was the first ever 

such nationwide investigation.
“If their answers are judged as 

not reasonable, we will ask addition-
al questions or visit them directly,” 
a ministry official said, adding that 
the results of the probe would be 
published as early as next month.

The investigation came after 
a Tokyo medical school admitted 
it routinely altered entrance test 
scores for female applicants to keep 
women out, in a scandal that has 
sparked outrage in Japan. The al-
terations reportedly stretched back 
as far as 2006 and apparently aimed 
to keep the ratio of women in the 
school at 30 per cent or lower.

Kabul, Aug. 10 (PTI/AP): Tali-
ban fighters tried to overrun a 
provincial capital in Afghanistan 
early today, hiding inside homes 
before slipping into city streets in 
the night to attack security forces 
and killing at least 14 policemen 
before being pushed back, of-
ficials said.

The overnight attack in the 
southeastern city of Ghazni, the 
capital of a province with the 
same name, also wounded at 
least 20 members of the secu-
rity forces, said Baz Mohammad 
Hemat, the administrator of the 
Ghazni city hospital.

Another Taliban attack, this 
one last night in western Herat 

province, left six policemen dead 
in the district of Obe, according 
to the governor’s spokesman, 
Gelani Farhad.

The brazen assaults by the 
Taliban, who have been gaining 
more ground in their annual 
spring offensive and who have 
shrugged off the government’s 
latest offers of a cease-fire and 
negotiations, underscore the 
difficulties Afghan forces face in 
battling the relentless insurgency 
on their own in efforts to end the 
nearly 17-year war.

In Ghazni, the attack began 
around 2 am (local time) with in-
tense gunbattles raging and fires 
burning in several shops in the 

city’s residential areas, provincial 
police chief Farid Ahmad Mashal 
told The Associated Press.

After repulsing the daring 
assault, police conducted house-
to-house searches for any re-
maining Taliban fighters. An 
investigation as also underway 
on how the insurgents had man-
aged to infiltrate so deep into the 
city, barely 120 kilometers (75 
miles) south of the Afghan capi-
tal of Kabul. Hemat, the hospital 
administrator, said two wounded 
civilians were also brought to the 
hospital but that the city was shut 
down and that ambulances were 
not being sent out.

Mashal said there were more 

than 100 other casualties but he 
could not give a breakdown of the 
dead and wounded. Most of the 
casualties were Taliban, he said.

Several bodies of dead Tali-
ban fighters remained on the 
street after government forced 
pushed the insurgents from 
Ghazni, the police chief said. 
Bodies of 39 Taliban fighters were 
recovered from beneath a bridge 
in the southern edge of the city.

Airstrikes called in to quash 
the offensive also killed dozens 
of Taliban, Mashal said. Defense 
Ministry spokesman Moham-
mad Radmanish said the army 
had helped the police and that 
the city was brought under con-

trol of government forces.
Lt Col Martin O’Donnell, a 

spokesman for US forces in Af-
ghanistan, said American forces 
and U.S. attack helicopters assist-
ed Afghan troops in pushing back 
the Taliban during the night’s 
multiple attacks in Ghazni.

Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid claimed parts 
of Ghazni had been seized and 
scores of people killed.

After dawn Friday, Ghazni’s 
residents were staying indoors 
and all shops in the city remained 
closed. The road from Kabul to 
Afghanistan’s southern provinces 
was also closed because it runs 
through Ghazni.

Former Chilean president appointed UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights

Imran Khan apologises  to election 
commission for voting in open

Nepal, B’desh sign MoU 
for energy cooperation
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Officials: Taliban tries to take Afghan city, kill at least 14
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

T
his could be his greatest 
role ever.

Actor Richard Gere’s 
name is being floated as 
a potential candidate for 

Congress in the northern suburbs, 
The Post has learned.

The current representative of 
the 18th Congressional District, 
Sean Patrick Maloney, is running in 

September’s Democratic primary for 
state attorney general and, if he’s suc-

cessful, his House seat would be open.
And that’s where Gere comes in.
The 68-year-old activist, who lives in 

Pound Ridge, Westchester, with-
in the district, is being talked 

up in Democratic circles 
as a possible replace-

ment for Maloney.
 “Richard 

Gere’s name is 
being whis-

pered about 
among 

Demo-
crats. 

We’ll 

see what he’s made of,” said Middletown 
Mayor Joe DeStefano, an influential Demo-
crat in Orange County, which makes up 
much of the district.

The mayor joked that his wife, Linda, 
was excited about the potential of a Gere 
candidacy.  “She met him when she attended 
NYU. She said he’s a nice guy,” recalled 
DeStefano, who emphasized he is support-
ing Maloney for attorney general. If Maloney 
loses that race, he intends to run for re-elec-
tion for his current seat.

 “The bottom line is I want to elect a 
Democrat to kill the Trump agenda,” DeSte-
fano said. The actor, a registered Democrat, 
already glad-hands like a political pro.

 “Richard is real fun. On Election Day 
he comes up to each election inspector and 
personally thanks us for our work,” said Ellen 
Kearns, assistant secretary of the Westchester 
County Democratic Party.

While known for his heartthrob roles in 
movies like “Pretty Woman” and “An Officer 
and a Gentleman,” Gere is also politically 
active and is one of the leading voices for hu-
man rights in Chinese-held Tibet. 

Neither Gere nor his publicist could im-
mediately be reached for comment.

Pagesix

Democrats talking up Richard Gere 
as potential candidate for Congress

ENTERTAINMENT

Michelle Bachelet of Chile, newly-nominated as the next UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights by Secretary-General António Guterres.                 (UN Photo/Jean-Marc Ferre)
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Neeraj Chopra 

PTI

Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore felicitates hockey player Sardar Singh 
during the send-off ceremony for India’s contingent for the Asian 
Games 2018, in New Delhi on Friday, Aug 10. 

EM Images

Women’s doubles match in progress at the ongoing Nagaland inter-district and open badminton championship in Pfutsero on Friday.

EM Images

Medo Yokha with the organisers and players before the kick off on Friday.

Cristiano Ronaldo, who has left Real Madrid for Juventus, will pay the 
Spanish authorities a reduced sum for dodging taxes on image rights. 

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp has great 
expectations his expensively-assembled side will be 
genuine title challengers this season.

Neeraj named India’s flag-bearer 
for Asian Games opening ceremony

Klopp has great expectations 
Liverpool will deliver

Spain taxman knocks 2 million euros 
off Ronaldo tax settlement — Report

Nagaland inter district and open badminton championship 

Inter-school Kho-Kho 
championship from Aug. 11

Nothing less than hockey gold 
will do for India’s Sardar

Defending champion Riku Khape enters quarter-final

KFL: Twenty XI FC Viswema beat 
New Market FC by one goal

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 10: Twenty XI striker, 
Metol Neikha’s lone goal in the 62nd 
minute was sufficient to thump their 
rival New market FC despite playing 
with a man down at the ongoing Ko-
hima Football League.

In an equally contested match, 
both teams were playing cautiously 
with less risk taken but the tempo of 

the match changed after the halftime 
after the all important goal was slotted 
by Metol for Twenty XI in the second 
half.

New Market had a chance to draw 
parity when Vizhii Neikha of Twenty 
XI was sent off for receiving a yellow 
card for the second time during the 
match for handling the ball inside the 
D box in the 88th minute and thereby 

awarded a penalty kick. But Achamo 
Shitio of New Market failed to con-
vert the chance in their favour Medo 
Yokha, PRO to the Speaker of Nagaland 
was the match patron for the day.

Saturday’s matches
1st match - Ziekiezou SC vs Khriekesa 

FC Meriema at 12 noon
2nd match - Sechii Zubza FC vs Van-

guard FC Tseminyu at 2 pm

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (PTI): 
Star javelin thrower Neeraj 
Chopra was today named 
the Indian contingent’s 
flag-bearer for the Asian 
Games opening ceremony 
to be held on August 18 in 
Jakarta.

Indian Olympic As-
sociation (IOA) president 
Narinder Batra made the 
announcement today dur-
ing the send-off ceremony 
organised for the contin-
gent. 

The Games will be held 
from August 18 to Septem-
ber 2 in the Indonesian 
cities of Jakarta and Palem-
bang.

The 20-year-old Neeraj 
is the reigning Common-
wealth Games champion 
and junior world record 
holder in javelin. He is one 
of the bright gold medal 
prospects in this edition of 
the Asian Games.

“I am thrilled to be cho-
sen as flag bearer of the 
Asian Games. It is a huge 
honour to be leading the 
Indian contingent in such 

London, Aug. 10 (AFP): Jurgen Klopp says 
he has high expectations for Liverpool’s 
ability to challenge for the Premier League 
title after spending the most of any of his 
rivals in the close season.

Liverpool spent a reported £176million 
($225million, 196million euros) bringing 
in, among others, Brazilians goalkeeper 
Alisson and midfielder Fabinho and Klopp 
hopes to deliver Liverpool’s first league title 
in the Premier League era, with the last of 
their 18 champions crowns coming in 1990.

In his pre-match press conference on 
Friday, ahead of Liverpool’s season opener 
against West Ham on Sunday, Klopp said 
Liverpool spent so much to build a squad 
with the depth necessary to be genuine title 
contender.

“It was pretty normal there would be 
one season when we would spend more 
money,” Klopp said. “We had to create a 
squad which is strong enough and wide 
enough to cope with the Premier League.”

Klopp, who took over at Liverpool job 
in 2015 after guiding Borussia Dortmund 
to two Bundesliga titles, says he expects 
his players to fight to the last breath for the 
league title.

“We have to be in the championship 
mode,” he said. “Let’s go for it until we have 
no more air or oxygen, really go for it.”

We need more luck
Klopp, whose longtime number two 

Zeljko Buvac left abruptly towards the end 
of last term, fell back one of his favourite 
analogies saying Liverpool were Sylvester 
Stallone’s fictional boxer Rocky Balboa 
rather than his Soviet opponent Ivan Drago.

“The champions are Manchester City, 
they did not lose any players and brought 
in Riyad Mahrez, that does not make them 
weaker, we saw the Chelsea game and saw 
and they were impressive,” he said.

“We are still Rocky Balboa and not Ivan 
Drago, we are the ones who have to do more 
and fight more, that must be our attitude.

“We did not reach anything yet, we have 

New Delhi, Aug. 10 (Re-
uters): Anything less than 
the gold medal will be a dis-
appointment for the Indian 
men’s hockey team at the 
Asian Games in Indonesia, 
veteran midfielder Sardar 
Singh said on Friday.

Former hockey giant 
India won the last of their 
eight Olympic golds in 1980 
but remain a strong conti-
nental force who won the 
men’s title at the 2014 Asian 
Games in Incheon.

Australia denied them 
via shoot-off in the final of 
this year’s Champions Tro-
phy but India’s strong run 
in the elite tournament has 
convinced Sardar of their 
Asiad credentials.

“Gold medal,” the for-
mer India captain told re-
porters when asked about 
the team’s prospects in In-
donesia.

“I’ll be absolutely disap-
pointed if it’s anything else. 
And I believe (being a senior 
player), I have a bigger role, 
to make sure the team fights 
together and we win the 
medal.”

Harendra Singh was ap-
pointed coach of the men’s 
team following their fourth 
place finish at the Com-
monwealth Games and 
Sardar admitted it was not 
easy adapting to a new style.

“It’s never easy because 
every new coach brings 
new ideas, new style. I 
have worked with several 
coached in the last 10-12 
years and each of them pre-
ferred a different strategy,” 
said the 32-year-old.

“But now we have a new 

coach, who knows the Indi-
an culture. He has grown a 
lot as a coach and has done 
well with the women’s team. 
He knows the strength and 
weakness of this team.

“Besides, I believe com-
munication in that two-
minute period after every 
quarter is crucial and he 
speaking to the players in 
Hindi easily gets the mes-
sage across. It’s a clear ad-
vantage.”

Sardar did not hide his 
disappointment at being 
dropped from the Com-
monwealth Games squad 
but insists he has moved on.

“They pointed out cer-
tain areas they wanted me 
to improve on. I took it 
positively and worked on 
it. I thank the selectors for 
showing trust in me again.”

Having played 300 
matches for India since 
making his international 
debut in 2006, Sardar is now 
looking forward to drive 
India’s campaign for their 
fourth hockey Asiad gold in 
the men’s competition.

“I have received certain 
instructions about my role 
in the midfield,” he said. 
“We need to keep it simple. 
We have some outstanding 
forwards, who are real fast 
and eye contact is impor-
tant.

“The aim is to feed them 
long passes, which is my 
strength, as quickly as pos-
sible. That would help the 
team. I have to ensure we 
don’t easily lose the ball to 
opponents. These are small 
areas but we need to work 
on them.”

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug 10: Defend-
ing champions Riku Khape 
of Dimapur district beat 
Tiayanger Pongen in the 
second round to enter the 
quarterfinals of men’s sin-
gles at the 42nd State Open 
Badminton championship 
as it entered the second at 
Pfutsero on Friday. 

The championship is 
organised by Nagaland 
Badminton Association 
(NBA) and hosted by Phek 
District Badminton Asso-
ciation (PDBA). 

Riku beat Pongen in 
two direct sets by 21-13, 21-
11. While Montu Mullick of 
Kohima defeated Nehutso 
of Phek 21-13, 21-13. Riku 
will now take on Montu 
Mullick in the quarter final 
match of the men’s single 
category. 

Leihong of Mon beat 
Thungbemo Odyuo of 
Wokha 21-7, 21-4. Pulei 
Konyak of Nagaland Police 
beat 

Akshay Sangpang of 
Kohima 21-15 and 21-11. 
Leihong will now take on 
Pulei Konyak in quarters. 

Bentilo Kath of Di-
mapur overcame Sonu Gu-
rung of Tuensang 21-17, 

21-16. 
While Salanger Jamir of 

Dimapur will take on last 
year’s runners-up Ankur 
Sangpang Rai of Kohima in 
round two. 

For women single cate-

gory, defending champions 
Bendangnaro of Nagaland 
Police will face Watinaro 
Pongen of Mokochung dis-
trict in the quarter final 
match after both the players 
got bye in the first round.

While last year’s runners 
up Deepika of Mon district 
will take on Yashikala of 
Dimapur in the quarterfinal 
match. 

For women double and 
mixed doubles category, the 

matches will take place on 
Saturday.

For U-13, U-15, U-17 
and U-19 for both boys and 
girls, till now the quarterfi-
nals are being played. 

NBA has introduced 

Dimapur, Aug. 10 (EMN): Nagaland Kho Kho Association 
(NKKA) in a press release informed that it is organising the 
first national inter school Kho-Kho championship from 
Aug. 11-12 in Dimapur in partnership with the Lions Club 
of Dimapur at Lions Club ground.

Kho-Kho is an indigenous game of India which is 
played both at national and international level and NKKA 
is affiliated to the Kho-Kho Federation of India since 2004.

The inaugural function will be attended by Manoj Bhat-
tacharjee, Educationist and Social Worker and Secretary, 
NDPP, Nagaland at 9 am on Aug. 11.

The organising committee requests all the players, 
both past and present and all sport lovers especially in and 
around Dimapur to come and witness the games.

U-9 and U-11 for both boys 
and girls for the first time 
with the aim to provide 
opportunity to the young 
players at the grass-root 
level. 

In the single category 
for girls U-9, Eva Teto-e 
Khutso of Kohima will clash 
with Imnasenla of Dimapur 
in the final match. 

For boys U-9, Mutum R 
Singh of Kohima will play 
against Heloka Swu of Di-
mapur in the final match. 

For girls U-11, Imsusen-
la Longkumer of Mokoc-
hung will face Kipangwala 
Longkumer of Dimapur in 
the final match.

While the other match-
es for Veterans 35+, 40+, 
45+, 50+, 55+ for individual 
categories were still go-
ing on till the filling of this 
report. 
Nagaland Police win team 
championship 
Nagaland Police emerged 
as the team champions 
for senior category in in-
ter district championship 
while Kohima district was 
adjudged as the runners up. 

For junior category, 
Mon district emerged as 
the champions and runner-
up was Mokochung district.

a big event,” Neeraj told 
PTI from his training base 
in Finland.

“I did not know this as 
I was not told earlier about 
this. This is going to be my 
first (to be a flag bearer) and 
it’s happening in the Asian 
Games,” he added.

Former Hockey cap-
tain Sardar Singh was In-
dia’s flag-bearer at the 2014 
Asian Games.

Neeraj had won a gold 
medal in the Asian Ath-
letic championships in 2017 
with a throw of 85.23 me-
ters. He had also bagged a 
gold in the 2016 IAAF World 
U-20 Championships in 
Bydgoszcz, Poland.

The reigning Asian 
champion will, however, 
have to change his earlier 
plan of reaching Jakarta a 
few days before the start of 

Madrid, Aug. 10 (AFP): Af-
ter ordering football su-
perstar Cristiano Ronaldo 
to pay 18.8 million euros 
($21.6 million) to settle a 
tax fraud claim, Spanish 
authorities have reduced 
the sum by two million 
euros, the El Mundo daily 
reported Friday.

Spain’s taxman and 
Ronaldo’s advisors made 
the deal to settle claims the 
33-year-old, who has since 
moved to Italy’s Juventus, 
hid income generated from 
image rights while he was 
playing for Real Madrid.

The agreement also 
includes a two-year jail 
sentence which he won’t 
serve. Sentences of up to 
two years are generally not 
enforced in Spain for first-
time offenders in non-vio-
lent crimes.

According to El Mundo, 
who had access to docu-
ments of the settlement, tax 
authorities realised he paid 
two million euros too much 
last year for image rights he 
sold in 2014.

That means he only has 
to pay 16.7 million euros, 
the report said.

It added that Ronaldo 
has already paid 13.4 mil-
lion euros.

Spain’s finance ministry 
would not comment on the 
report.

The newspaper said 
the tax agreement also 
means that the court near 
Madrid investigating the 

his event on August 27. But 
he is happy to be on time 
for the opening ceremony.

“My javelin final is on 
August 27 but now I have 
to be there in Jakarta before 
August 18 when the open-
ing ceremony is being held. 
But it is not an issue and I 
am happy,” he said.

Athletics Federation of 
India Secretary C K Valson 
said Neeraj will reach Ja-
karta on August 17.

“He will be in Jakarta on 
August 17 for the opening 
ceremony next day. After 
him, the first Indian ath-
letics contingent will land 
in Jakarta on August 21,” 
Valson said.

Track and field events 
start on August 25 in the 
Asian Games. 

India had won 57 med-
als, comprising 11 gold, 10 
silver and 36 bronze medals 
in the previous edition at 
Incheon, South Korea.

The IOA has named a 
contingent of 572 athletes 
for the Asian Games this 
time.

been in finals and if we get there again we 
should try to win it.

“The league is exactly the same.”
Klopp is yet to win any silverware at 

Liverpool despite reaching the finals of the 
2016 League Cup and Europa League and 
last season’s Champions League, believes 
Liverpool need some good fortune.

“We need more luck,” he said.
“Somebody told me we were the un-

luckiest team.
“We have to be more consistent to be 

there and more clinical and aggressive in 
the right moments.”

Klopp said the team needed to im-
prove at both ends of the pitch if they are 
to make a genuine title challenge and not 
end up as last season -- finishing fourth 25 
points adrift of City.

“We can improve our offensive and 
defensive play but it is nothing to do with 
City,” he said.

“It is difficult to win every game, if we 
see how Wolves, Fulham or Everton act, 
they are all ambitious.

“It is difficult for us and the other teams 
too.”

case had dropped charges 
against Ronaldo’s agent 
Jorge Mendes.

The court was not im-
mediately available for 
comment.

Had the case gone fur-
ther, without the player 
offering a settlement, Ron-
aldo could have faced a 
reported fine of 28 millions 
euros and a three-and-a-
half-year jail term, accord-

ing to the Spanish tax office 
union Gestha.

Ronaldo’s big rival, Bar-
celona’s Argentinian star 
Lionel Messi, paid a two-
million-euro fine in 2016 in 
his own tax wrangle and re-
ceived a 21-month jail term.

The prison sentence 
was later reduced to a fur-
ther fine of 252,000 euros 
equivalent to 400 euros a 
day of the original term.
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