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 Individuals alleged to be ILP defaulters being taken into police custody during an enforcement activity against illegal immigrants, in Nagaland.

From left: Temjen Imna Along, Neiphiu Rio, and Prakash javadekar.
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Dimapur, Aug. 8: Civil Soci-
ety in Nagaland including 
tribal organisations and stu-
dents’ groups have begun 
mounting what is reported 
to be initiatives to prevent 
illegal immigrants from en-
tering the state after Assam 
published the National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC).

The Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) on Wednes-
day put its foot down on the 
state government’s exist-
ing Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
alleging that it had many 
loopholes. The NSF states 
that a proper mechanism 
should be in place to not 
only issue permits but to 
monitor and check validity, 
which the group alleges is 
lacking. 

The NSF launched on 
Wednesday what it called 
‘the first phase of exercise 

to prevent influx of illegal 
immigrants to Nagaland.’ It 
undertook a major verifica-
tion drive to check docu-
ments of non-Naga per-
sons, after Assam published 
the NRC. 

In the Kohima town, 
17 persons were caught 
without ILP and 18 others 
who allegedly had expired 
permits. Nine more persons 
were caught at the Chu-
mukedima check-gate for 
not possessing valid docu-
ments, NSF president Keso-
sul Christopher Ltu told 
reporters this evening. He 
said it was a matter of great 
concern that if that many 
defaulters could be identi-
fied, how many more illegal 
entries could be made in a 
week or a month’s time. 

It was learnt that al-
most all the defaulters had 
claimed to be coming from 

Dimapur, which is the only 
district in Nagaland to be 
excluded from the Bengal 
Eastern Regulation (BEFR) 
Act of 1873. The students’ 
group is concerned that 
one of the biggest threats 
that the Nagas face today is 
the number of illegal immi-
grants settled in Dimapur. 

During the course of the 
day, the NSF officials said, 
some persons who were 
detained at Chumukedima 
had people from Dimapur 
delivering documents 
so that they could pass 
through. This, they said, 
indicated that there was a 
network of locals who were 
helping illegal immigrants.

Also, upon verification, 
it was reportedly found that 
the ILP records, names in 
the voter ID, and names 
in the documents issued 
by the panchayats did not 

tally. The NSF leaders al-
leged that such clerical er-
rors were being created by 
the district administration, 
which only goes on to show 
that there is ‘no seriousness 
at all on the part of the dis-
trict administrations.’ 

The NSF also ques-
tioned the procedure that 
was followed in permit re-
newals. “We are ready to 
provide them (district ad-
ministration) with proof 
that there are loopholes in 
the issuing of ILP,” Ltu said. 
He pointed out that another 
problem was the existence 
of ‘middlemen’ or ‘dalals’ 
who were running such 
rackets, collecting ILP cards 
and renewing them at the 
DC office for immigrants. 
The maximum number of 
ILP defaulters were said to 
be labourers engaged in 
construction work with big 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 8: Nagaland may soon have 
another fully operational airport, Ciethu 
airport, 50 km away from the state’s capital 
Kohima by 2021 —provided that the tech-
nical survey and feasibility reports goes as 
planned. The site of the proposed airport, 
measuring 350 acres, has already been pro-
cured by the state government at the cost of 
INR 6.45 crore. 

As was assured by the Union minister 
for Commerce and Industry and Civil 
Aviation Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, a seven-
member team from the Centre has arrived 
in Kohima to survey the site.

The government of Nagaland had re-
proposed a Greenfield airport at Ciethu 
near Kohima for large aircrafts, which origi-
nally was proposed in 2004 and a survey 
carried out in 2006.

It was during a meeting with the chief 
minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio, on June 
18 at New Delhi that the Union minister 
gave the assurance that the Centre would 
send a technical team to undertake as-
sessment prior to approving the proposed 
airport.

During a press briefing on the morning 
of Aug. 8 at the Assam Rifles helipad in Ko-
hima, the state’s minister for Transport, Rail-
ways and Civil Aviation P Paiwang Konyak 
said that the purpose of the officials from 
the Centre was to undertake survey about 
the feasibility of said airport.

A similar survey was carried out at the 
proposed site in 2006 by the Airport Author-

ity of India (AAI), which had completed the 
‘techno-economic’ feasibility work. It was 
informed that the North East Council (NEC) 
had sanctioned INR 90 lakh while the state 
government sanctioned INR 10 lakh, taking 
the total to INR one crore for the survey.

Konyak informed that the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) that was submitted in 
2006 was nullified as the feasibility report 
was found to be ‘unclear.’ He said that a 
fresh DPR would be prepared after the day’s 
survey, for final approval.

Saying that the central government was 
emphasising on air connectivity, Konyak 
said that ‘almost all the states’ in the coun-
try had a Greenfield airport. He informed 
that the government was proposing for an 
airport in Kohima because, according to 
him, the only airport in the state located in 
Dimapur had 'insufficient runway.’  

The team of surveyors will carry see 
what kind of plane can be landed; the ca-
pacity and area etc., of the site, he said. 

When queried whether or not the vis-
iting team would be coming for another 
survey before the final approval, SD Tiwari, 
a joint general manager of the AAI was op-
timistic that another survey might not be 
required as the team had all the experts the 
task requires.  

When queried about how soon the state 
can expect the Ciethu Airport to be fully op-
erational, if the survey goes well, Tiwari said 
it would depend on the time of completion 
of logistic groundwork by 2021; by then the 
airport should be operational.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): The cen-
tre is said to have ‘considered’ an 
engineering college for Nagaland, 
as was reportedly told to Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio during his 
meeting with central government 
leaders in Delhi recently.  

Rio and the minister for High-
er Education & Technical Educa-
tion Temjen Imna Along called 
on Union minister for Human 
Resource Development, Prakash 
Javadekar, at New Delhi. Accord-
ing to a press release the chief 
minister’s office (CMO) issued 
on Wednesday, Rio thanked Ja-
vadekar for ‘considering’ a pro-
fessional engineering college for 
Nagaland for the ‘first time in the 
history of the state.’

Rio is also said to have ap-
praised the minister about dif-
ficulties in implementing the SSA 
and the RMSA. “The gap between 
the overall approved estimated 
outlay of the project approval 
board (PAB) and the fund com-
mitted for release by the govern-
ment of India which is short by 
Rs.194.00 crores for the year 2018-
19 and Rs.179 crores for the year 
2017-18 was also highlighted,” the 
CMO stated.

Further, the updates stated, 
they discussed matters pertain-
ing to 1, 379 Hindi teachers who 
were recruited during the 12th 

Washington, Aug. 8 (PTI): The 
IMF today described the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) as a "mile-
stone reform" in India's tax pol-
icy, but pushed for a simplified 
structure, saying the multiple 
rate structure and other features 
could give rise to high compli-
ance and administrative costs.

In its annual country report, 
the International Monetary Fund 
also said that a dual rate structure 
with a low standard rate and an 
additional higher rate on select 
items can be progressive and 
preserve revenue neutrality.

The GST is an indirect tax 
levied on the supply of goods and 

services in India. It came into ef-
fect on July 1, 2017.

The IMF said that GST is a 
milestone reform in India's tax 
policy, taking the important step 
of unifying and harmonising nu-
merous indirect taxes across all 
states of the federation and the 
central government.

"Yet, the GST has a complex 
structure with a relatively high 
number of rates (and exemp-
tions), which could be simplified 
without sacrificing progressivity 
of the current GST and with po-
tentially significant gains from 
lower compliance and adminis-
trative costs," it said.

A dual rate structure with a 
low standard rate and an addi-
tional higher rate on select items 
can be progressive and preserve 
revenue neutrality, while stream-
lining exemptions would further 
contribute to progressivity and 
reduce compliance and admin-
istrative costs, the IMF recom-
mended.

The IMF said that with the 
consumption basket of the rich 
taxed at higher rates than that 
of the poor, the GST as presently 
designed has an effective tax rate 
rising with household consump-
tion. A revenue-neutral reduction 
in the number of rates would 

raise the effective rates for poorer 
households while reducing those 
for richer households. This is the 
key cost of moving to a simpler 
system, it argued.

In its report the IMF said the 
implementation of the GST led 
to the key step of harmonising 
indirect tax rates on goods and 
services that previously differed 
across different states and the 
centre, and brought services into 
the state tax net.

However, India belongs in a 
small group of five countries hav-
ing four or more GST rates: four 
non zero rates of five per cent, 12 
per cent, 18 per cent, and 28 per 

cent; special low rates of three 
per cent on gems and jewelry and 
0.25 per cent on rough diamonds; 
and a GST "cess" levied on de-
merit goods. In comparison, 
among 115 countries with VATs, 
49 have a single rate, and 28 have 
two rates, it noted.

"The multiple rate structure 
and other features of India's GST 
environment could give rise to 
high compliance and administra-
tive costs, it said.

The goods and services tax 
created a unified national mar-
ket for the first time by lowering 
internal barriers to trade - ef-
fectively establishing a free trade 

agreement for a market of over 
1.3 billion people, said Ranil 
Salgado, IMF mission chief for 
India.

The tax is also expected to 
increase the amount of economic 
activity taking place in the formal 
sector of the economy - leading 
to better quality and more reli-
able jobs, he added. 

"As a result, the goods and 
services tax should improve pro-
ductivity and boost medium 
term potential growth, while also 
creating room for the govern-
ment to increase much needed 
social and infrastructure spend-
ing," Salgado added.

Govt., and Tata Trusts to 
collaborate on cancer care 
Kohima, Aug. 8 (EMN): The 
government of Nagaland and 
the Tata Trusts have signed on 
Wednesday a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to imple-
ment a programme to provide 
‘comprehensive cancer care in 
the state.’ The memorandum 
was signed by Himato Zhim-
omi, commissioner-secretary 
for Health and Family Welfare, 
and BurzisTaraporevala, senior 
advisor to Tata Trusts, accord-
ing to a press release that was 
received here on Wednesday. 
“The collaboration will build on 
the public healthcare system to 
make cancer care accessible and 
affordable,’ it stated. 

The two will establish a ‘joint 
entity’ called the ‘Nagaland can-
cer care foundation’, the updates 
stated. “The programme will 
integrate with the existing plans 
of the state on aspects related to 
cancer screening, palliative care, 
and tobacco control.  It proposes 
a three-tiered model of treat-
ment delivery,” the copy stated. 
‘In addition to developing the 
Naga Hospital Authority in Ko-
hima, the model envisages build-
ing capabilities in select district 
hospitals at Mon, Mokokchung, 
Phek, and Tuensang by equip-

ping it to offer confirmatory 
diagnostics and follow-up treat-
ment including palliative care, 
so that patients do not have to 
travel more than a few hours for 
accessing the full suite of cancer 
care services.’” 

The model will be centred on 
the use of technology and build-
ing capabilities of the existing 
workforce to aid operations in 
the remote areas, among others, 
to provide a “good in-hospital 
experience” to patients and car-
egivers, the updates stated. 

“Latest medical equipment 
will be installed to ensure that 
prevalent evidence based treat-
ment can be provided as per 
latest globally accepted treat-
ment standards which will be 
ably supported by an extensive 
awareness, screening and early 
detection programme.”

Himato Zhimomi was quot-
ed in the copy as having said 
after signing the memorandum: 
“Today is an important day for 
healthcare in Nagaland. I look 
forward to this programme tak-
ing off as envisaged and creating 
much needed services closer to 
patient’s homes so that cancer is 
no longer thought of as a termi-
nal disease.”

RBI to transfer INR 50,000 cr. surplus to govt.

Body of fifth 
boy found 

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
The body of one of the five 
boys, who were reported to 
have been carried away by 
torrential current in Tsutha 
River in Aghunato subdivi-
sion of Zunheboto district 
on July 29, has been found.

The mortal remains of 
the fifth drowned boy was 
recovered on Wednesday 
at around 9:00 am in the 
river, below Khuza town of 
Phek district, some 70 km 
away from Zunheboto town, 
updates from the APRO of 
Aghunato informed on 
Wednesday night.

It was informed that the 
deceased was identified to 
be one Kiutoba. The victim 
stated to be among four 
other persons torrential cur-
rents carried away in Aghu-
nato subdivision.

The deceased was bur-
ied around 8:00 on Wednes-
day evening, on a wayside at 
Khuza town in the presence 
of the local administration 
and police, besides commu-
nity leaders and members 
of the public, the APRO’s 
updates informed.

Mumbai, Aug. 8 (IANS): The 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
on Wednesday said that 
it will transfer INR 50,000 
crore as surplus to the cen-
tral government for the year 
ended June 30, 2018.

The Central Bank which 
follows the July-June year 
had transferred INR 30,659 
crore to the government's 
coffers for the year ended 

June 30, 2017.
According to RBI, the 

decision to transfer the sur-
plus was taken by its Central 
Board which met here on 
Wednesday.

The Reserve Bank's in-
come comprises of earnings 
from foreign and domestic 
sources, with the major por-
tion being contributed by 
interest receipts, comple-

mented by relatively small 
amounts of income from 
discount, exchange, com-
mission, etc.

The RBI Act stipulates 
that after making provi-
sions for contingencies and 
corpus funds as defined 
therein, the balance profit 
of the apex bank is to be 
transferred to the central 
government.

contractors and firms in-
cluding those engaged with 
the construction of the four-
lane Dimapur-Kohima road. 

Another major the NSF 
pointed out was that only a 
few records of people who 
entered the gate were being 
maintained but there were 
no records of those leaving. 

“It is necessary to check 
the documents of both: 
those who are entering and 
those who are exiting,” Ltu 
said. He said some persons 
were even caught in pos-
session of documents that 
did not belong to them. 
Moreover, as per informa-
tion from NSF volunteers at 
Chumukedima check-gate, 
he said most of the drivers 
of regional taxis did not pos-
sess work permits.

Also, the NSF’s General 
Secretary Imtiyapang said 
that some of the ILP default-
ers had even commented 
that they could easily pass 
through check-gates merely 
by ‘giving some amount of 
money’ to the personnel at 
the check-gates. Stating that 
that bribery was alarming, 
he pointed out that strict ac-
tion must be taken against 
the officials. 

The president of the An-
gami Students’ Union, Vi-
sako Rino, also said that the 
union caught two persons 
who had no documents 
except ILP registered with 
bogus names. He said it was 
found that contractors were 
helping them acquire ILP 
even without supporting 
documents. He questioned 
how the persons could even 
access permits from the 
district administration.

The persons who were 
caught were handed over to 
Kohima police later in the 
evening.

Continued on page 3

Five Year Plan period, which 
ended during March 31 2017. 
“The other issue discussed was 
for maintenance of status quo 
in the funding of the teachers’ 
salary for the CSS (centrally 
sponsored scheme) teachers of 
the SSA and RMSA programs 
which is causing imbalances in 
the state’s finances,” the CMO 
added.

Rio twits updates after  
Delhi meeting 
Neiphiu Rio met with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 

Aug. 7 in New Delhi to discuss 
matter concerning the devas-
tation the monsoon caused to 
the state following heavy rains 
this year. Rio twitted updates 
on Tuesday: “Positive meeting 
with Hon'ble @narendramo-
di today. Discussed calami-
ties faced by #Nagaland due 
to rains & developmental 
issues. Also requested GoI 
to expedite the Naga peace 
process for an early solution.”  
He thanked Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh too: “@
rajnathsingh for positively 

responding to the difficulties 
being faced by #Nagaland 
and appreciate his commit-
ment to extend all possible 
assistance.” Likewise, Rio met 
with Union Railways Minister 
Piyush Goyal. Rio tweeted: “@
PiyushGoyal &discussed rail-
ways development in #Na-
galand. Appreciate his con-
cern towards development. 
Thankful for his assurance 
for Railways CSR to assist 
#Nagaland towards combat-
ing natural calamities due to 
heavy monsoons.”
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Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
has informed that union 
will be staging a ‘peaceful 
dharna’ on Aug. 10 at 11 
am outside its office, in 
resentment against the 
state government failing 
to address the genuine de-
mands of the ANCSU such 
as the Kohima Science 
college land encroach-
ment issue, scholarship 
issues, etc.

A press release ap-
pended by  the  union 
president Katho P Awo-
mi and general secretary 
Vimeyiekho Vitso, stated 
that “the ANCSU is totally 
against any government 
authority / officials to 
be attending programs / 
functions on the same day 

of the dharna in any of the 
colleges.”

The ANCSU has di-
rected college authorities 
to cancel / postpone if 
there is any scheduled 
programme on the men-
tioned day. Also govern-
ment officials are asked 
to abstain from attending 
such program to avoid any 
kind of consequences. 

“Any college failing to 
comply with the direc-
tive will be considered as 
a movement against the 
popular demand of the 
students’ community and 
will be dealt seriously,” the 
ANCSU warned.

Further, all the Kohima 
based college students are 
asked to assemble outside 
the ANCSU office Kohima 
latest by 11 am. 

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): Na-
galand coffee private lim-
ited has announced to open 
the first Nagaland coffee 
shop in Dimapur on Aug. 
18. The shop is located in 
Clock tower next to Domino 
pizza on the second floor.

Informing this in a press 
release, managing director 
of Nagaland Coffee Private 
Limited, Pieter Vermeulen 
said it would be the first 
coffee shop of the global 
franchise of Nagaland Cof-
fee to be opened.  

Stating that more than 
100000 foreigners have tast-

ed the flavour of Nagaland 
coffee so far, he said the 
company now wanted the 
Nagas also to taste their own 
wonderful coffee. 

As promotion to launch 
the coffee shop, he has an-
nounced giving a free cup 
of coffee to the first 500 
people visiting the shop 
on the opening day, fol-
lowed by first 50 people vis-
iting the first week . Besides 
bringing an international 
flavour with opening of the 
coffee shop, he stated that 
there would be exciting food 
menu as well.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) of 
Pfutsero unit has expressed 
grieve at the demise of Ve-
satsü Puro, vice president 
of NDPP Youth Wing of Pfüt-
sero town unit on Aug. 6. 

The unit said Puro was 
a trust-worthy party worker 
and his untimely death has 
created a void which will 
take a long time to fill.

The unit prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in eter-
nal peace and solace for 
deceased loved ones.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): A bridge in Tsem-
inyu subdivision Nzu bridge connecting Ru-
misinyu was washed away by heavy rainfall 
on July 30 night. Bringing the plight of the 
Rumisinyu villages to the state government, 
a press release from Phenshunyu Lowjvu 
Union (PLU) stated that the Nzu bridge was 
constructed in 2012 by three village councils 
under the initiative of PLU.

The bridge it stated serves as the only 
lifeline of the Phenshunyu Lowjvu people 
and the road which has been damaged by 
the landslide in six locations during the 
monsoon season has caused immense 
hardship to the villagers.  The large number 
of terrace fields has also been affected by the 
landslide. The PLU has requested the state 
Government to take stoke of the situation 
and extend help in every possible way.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
Claiming as the traditional 
landowner, Zelu (Yankhul-
len) Council has strongly 
opposed the signing of tri-
partite agreement between 
Poilwa village, Khonoma 
village, and the government 
of Nagaland on July 31 for 
augmentation of water sup-
ply to Kohima from Teipuiki 
river without its consent 
and knowledge.

Stating this in a press re-
lease, the council chairman 
Rangom Hau pointed out 
that state government and 
Poilwa village had made 
similar mistake in signing 
MoU in 2008 by ignoring 
the traditional landowner 
for the same project.

The council has also 
opposed the proposals for 
construction of approach 
road to Dzukou valley from 
45 km point (Maram- Peren 
road) submitted to the Ma-
nipur government by Ma-
nipur based NGO namely 
Dzukou valley committee 
signed by its chairman Oin-
am Shyamchand and the 
secretary Peter Kashing if 
it is within Ze (Yankhullen) 
village jurisdiction.

The council has af-
firmed to oppose tooth and 
nail to any agreement and 
proposals for any devel-
opmental activities within 
its jurisdiction without the 
consent of the traditional 
landowners.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
The executive engineer 
of Transmission Division, 
Kohima has informed 
power supply to Peren 
district and Medziphe-
ma area has been dis-
rupted disrupted due to 
landslides near KMC old 
dumping site affecting 
33kV AP-1 feeder.

“Though the depart-
ment had restored the 
line several times dur-

ing the last 2-3 days it 
is still unpredictable for 
resumption of normal 
power supply to the area 
due to the landslide which 
is still continuing,” the 
notification stated.

Informing that the de-
partment has been mak-
ing efforts for restoration 
of the line, it has request-
ed all the concerned to 
bear with the inconven-
ience.

Members of World Vision India of Mon  branch with villagers after the programme at Wangla in Mon district 
on August 7.

NHM to launch health & 
wellness centre 
The National Health Mission will be launching a 
Health & Wellness Centre (HWC) under Ayushman 
Bharat in Nagaland at 8:30 am on Aug. 9 at UPHC 
Seikhazou in Kohima. An update from DIPR informed 
that minister for Health & Family Welfare, S Pangnyu 
Phom will launch the centre. 

DoSE informs govt. schools
The Directorate of School Education (DoSE) has in-
formed all the principals / headmasters of govt. higher 
schools and high schools which do not have sufficient 
number of functional toilets and drinking water facili-
ties in the schools to collect the Baseline survey format 
and guidelines by sending request to the email id 
‘director.se.nagaland@gmail.com from the registered 
email ID of their establishment. Informing this in a 
press release to media director of School Education 
has informed that SDEOs shall initiate to collect the 
format for GMS and GPS under their respective juris-
diction and emails received from personal mail ID will 
not be entertained

DDPETA convenes meeting
The Dimapur District Physical Education Teachers As-
sociation (DDPETA) has convened its general meeting 
on Aug. 16 at 11 am at Government Higher Secondary 
School at Nagarjan in Dimapur. All the physical edu-
cation teachers are requested to attend the meeting.
Kiphire DPDB meeting on Aug. 13
The Kiphire District Planning and Development 
Board (DPDB) monthly meeting has been scheduled 
on Aug. 13. All the members are requested to attend 
the meeting.

Zbt. task force meeting 
postponed
The deputy commissioner of Zunheboto, Shanavas 
C, has informed that the meeting of the District 
Task Force Committee for selection of beneficiaries 
under Prime Minister’s Employment Generation 
Programme year 2018-19 which was scheduled to be 
held on Aug. 13 at 12 noon in the office chamber of the 
deputy commissioner in Zunheboto has been post-
poned to Sept. 5 and 6. All concerned are requested 
to attend the meeting. 

National Deworming Day on 
Aug. 9 
The department of Health and Family Welfare will 
be organising a state level launching programme 
of National Deworming Day on Aug. 9 at 9:15 am at 
Dr. Neilhouzhu Kire Govt. Higher Secondary School, 
Seikhazou in Kohima. The principal director of the 
department, Dr. Vikeyie Losu, will launch the pro-
gramme.

Sumi Council Dimapur 
convenes meeting
Sumi Council Dimapur has convened a general meet-
ing on Aug. 9 at its office, Supply colony in Dimapur, at 
3:30 pm. The council chairman has requested all the 
office bearers, Sumi GB, Sumi chairmen of colonies, 
advisors and executive members to attend the same 
positively.

Peren’s NCSU to organise 
social work
The Nagaland Contractors And Suppliers’ Union 
(NCSU) of Peren unit will be conducting social work 
on Aug. 13 along Peren – Jalukie road. The union presi-
dent and the vice president have invited all its mem-
ber and well wishers to participate and assist in any 
possible matter. All the members have been asked to 
report at Jalukie by Aug. 12 evening. The union further 
informed the public to bear with the inconveniences 
that might arise due to repairing of road.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
To spread the message 
about the importance of 
optimal breast feeding 
in the target communi-
ties, World Vision India of 
Mon, Longkei Cluster ob-
served World Breastfeed-
ing Week in collaboration 
with the church and vil-
lage council at Wangla on 
Aug. 7.

Accoeding to a press 
release received here 
o n  We d n e s d a y,  C D F 
Temjen Sangtam shared 
on breastfeeding and its 
linkage with foundation 
and nourishment for life 
vis-a-vis nutrition and 
progress.

The participants were 
also sensitized on sanita-

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): A 
four-day orientation pro-
gramme of the district and 
block staffs on sub-program 
under NRLM Mahila Kissan 
Sashaktikaran Pariyojana 
(MKSP) is underway at AIDA, 
DB Tech in Dimapur. The 
programme which started 
on Aug. 8 will conclude on 
Aug. 10. 

A press release received 
here on Wednesday, while 
informing about the pro-
gram, stated that the MKSP 
is a sub-component of Day-
NRLM which seeks to im-
prove the present status of 
women in agriculture and to 
enhance the opportunities 
available to empower her. 

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(NSDMA), Home depart-
ment has lauded the effort 
of agencies in reaching out 
to the affected districts.

The NSDMA appreci-
ated the Indian Air Force 
(IAF), Ministry of Defence, 
director Airport Authority 
of India (AAI), Dimapur, 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authorities (DDMAs) 
and all the agencies for 
putting their best to contain 
the crisis.  Meanwhile, the 
disaster management au-
thority has informed that in 
collaboration with the IAF, 
Ministry of Defence and 
AAI, Dimapur, the NSDMA 
together with Food & Civil 
Supplies (F&CS) depart-

ment accomplished total 
19 sorties out of which, 13 
sorties were successful in 
seven locations across the 
state. The essential com-
modities as organised by 
the department of F&CS 
totalling 14,044 kilos has 
been supplied to the af-
fected districts.

On Aug. 8, while drop-
ping essential commodities 
in Seyochung sub-divi-
sion and Kiphire HQ, it 
was informed that the IAF 
choppers also evacuated 
14 patients, attendants and 
Assam Rifles personnel 
from Kiphire HQ and Seyo-
chung sub division. 

Depending on the situ-
ation the emergency op-
erations shall continue, the 
NSDMA informed.

STATE

Athel O Lotha addressing the orientation  
programme in Dimapur on August 8.

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon addressing the workshop for village council 
chairman and village development board members Aug. 8  at Town Hall 
in Wokha

R Ayim Longkumer (middle) along with members of Dilong Yimden after the inauguration of the new Salang Ki 
on August 7.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeel-
ani Samoon said “we are 
not doing justice to our re-
sponsibilities if we (village 
council and VDBs) don’t 
perform our assignments 
with sincerity.” Therefore, 
he urged them to act as per 
the guideline of the govt. 
programmes and schemes 
so that the village will wit-
ness development. 

Dr. Samoon was speak-
ing as the special guest 
at the workshop organ-
ised for the village council 
chairmen and village de-
velopment board on Aug. 
8, by the department of 
Rural Development Agen-
cy (DRDA) Wokha.

A DIPR news bulletin, 
while updating about the 
workshop, informed that 
the Dr. Samoon, exhorted 
the audience about their 

duties and responsibilities. 
Saying that the district 

will fail to see develop-
ment unless schemes are 
monitored, Dr. Samoon 

warned that ‘from now on’, 
schemes will be seriously 
monitored. 

 Besides, while pointing 
out that the government is 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 8 
(EMN): The Dilong Ward 
Yimten (Dilong Ward Au-
thority) inaugurated a 
‘Salang Ki’ - Customary 
Law court - at its com-
munity hall in Mokok-
chung town which was 
formally inaugurated by 
All Ward Union Mokokc-
hung (AWUM) president, 
R Ayim Longkumer and 
dedicated by the MTBA 
associate pastor, Rev. P. 
Chuba Jamir on Aug. 7. 

 The AWUM presi-
dent, R Ayim Longkum-
er, while speaking at the 
inaugural programme, 
underscored the impor-
tance of unity and said 
that unity and harmony 
are prerequisites for a 
society to march forward. 

 He also highlighted 
numerous achievements 
initiated by the AWUM 
which has benefitted the 
citizens of Mokokchung 
municipality to a large 
extend especially with 
regard to water and elec-
tricity supply in the town.

In this connection, 
Longkumer also added 
that there is much more 
work left to be done for 
the welfare of the people 
and opined that every-
thing would be possible 
if there is unity among 
the 18 Ward Authorities in 
Mokokchung Town.

H o w e v e r,  AW U M 
president expressed ap-
prehension over, what he 
termed as, some external 
forces were at work con-
templating to disrupt the 

very existence of unity 
among the 18 wards; he, 
therefore, called upon all 
the concerned citizens 
to be aware of such de-
velopments and urged 
them to tackle such forc-
es through unity.  

Longkumer further 
called upon the offic-
ers and executives of the 
‘yimden’ to work sacri-
ficially and with a zeal 
for the betterment of the 
society during their short 
tenure.

Earlier, welcome ad-
dress was delivered by 
Imdong Longchar GB, 
and the construction 
committee also gave their 
report. The vote of thanks 
was delivered by I. Tia 
Soyah, Chairman Dilong 
Ward Yimden.

providing and introduc-
ing many programmes 
to uplift the living stand-
ards of the community, 
Dr. Samoon appealed the 
villagers to extend their 
cooperation to the depart-
ment and the village func-
tionaries so that change 
can be brought about in 
the right manner. Moreo-
ver, while maintaining that 
responsibilities lie with the 
villagers, Dr Samoon ap-
pealed for keeping aside 
‘party lines’ while selecting 
the ‘VCC and VDBs’ and 
appoint the best leader.  

 The Wokha deputy 
commissioner also gave 
a brief history as to how 
communitisation was con-
ceptualised with an aim 
for proper implementa-
tion of schemes and pro-
grammes and utilization 
of funds to bring about 
development in the village. 

In this regard, he called 
for a retrospection into 
whether communitisation 
has benefitted the Wokha 
district or not, and also 
the need for strengthen-
ing of the VCC and VDBs 
activities for prosperity of 
the district.   

 Meanwhile, the DIPR 
reported that the DRDA 
Project Director, Thungde-
no Mozhui, while giving 
the key note address, high-
lighted about the various 
activities, programmes 
and schemes undertaken 
by the department in the 
district. 

BDO, RD Block Chang-
pang enlightened the par-
ticipants on PMAY  and 
said that the programme 
was launched in 2016; 
however, he lamented that 
till date identification of 
beneficiaries has not been 
completed. In this regard, 

he urged the VDBs to work 
in coordination with the 
concern officials for prop-
er implementation of the 
programme.

 During the function, 
Assistant Programme 
Coordinator, DRDA pre-
sented on the topic MIS, 
Geotag and DBT; BDO, RD 
Block Ralan, Ekonthung 
stressed on the necessity of 
having Aadhaar card.  

B l o c k  P r o g r a m m e 
Manager, RD Block Wokha 
Nzanbemo presented on 
NRLM, while BDO, RD 
Block Tsenlumi Murry 
highlighted on grant-in-
aid. 

Short speeches were 
delivered by Chairman 
Wokha District Village 
Council Chairman Associ-
ation and President Wokha 
District Village Develop-
ment Board Association, 
the DIPR bulletin reported. 

tion and hand washing 
demonstration by Lor-
ence Soy CDF.

Delivering keynote 
address, CSAM David 
Konyak, highlighted the 

quarterly nutritional sta-
tus of the children less 
than five years. He urged 

the community to give 
first priority to nutrition 
of the children.

ANM Pongben Kon-
yak shared about the im-
portance and benefits of 
optimal breast feeding. 
The participants were 
sensitized on three main 
components of optimal 
breast feeding.

Also, to mark the oc-
casion and encourage 
the community, a quiz 
competition was con-
ducted and winners were 
acknowledged with gifts 
which were facilitated by 
CF Shilu Jamir.

T h e  p re s s  re l e a s e 
mentioned that World 
Vision India is a Christian 
grassroots humanitar-

ian organisation working 
through development, 
relief and advocacy, to 
create lasting change in 
the lives of children, their 
families and communi-
ties living in poverty and 
injustice. World Vision 
India serves all people re-
gardless of religion, caste, 
race, ethnicity or gender.

Meanwhile,  World 
Breastfeeding week was 
observed at project lev-
el in Town Hall, Mang-
kolemba on Aug. 7, under 
the theme “Breastfeeding: 
foundation of life.”

Resource person for 
the event, ASHA coordi-
nator, Arenla highlight-
ed on the aims of World 
Breastfeeding Week.

Lhoungu said that the 
objective of the orientation 
programme is to prepare a 
training module for the com-
munity service providers and 

come out with Package of Prac-
tices (PoP) for the SHG mem-
bers involved in agriculture and 
livestock practices as means of 
livelihoods. 

 The programme aims at 
reducing drudgery for women 
farmers, reducing their input 
costs and improving their pro-
ductivity in a sustainable manner, 
Lhoungu stated. 

Giving a brief highlight of the 
programme, Lhoungu said that 
the mission director of NSRLM 
emphasised on the need for con-
certed effort in bringing about 
change in the current farming 
practices and encouraged the 
participants to work with dedica-
tion towards improving the liveli-
hoods of the rural poor. 



  We, the family members of Late Rev. Huzubo wishes 
to acknowledge to all who showed great kindness and support 
during his illness and in time till he left us on 11th July 2018. 
We offer our heartfelt thanks to the many friends, neighbours 
and well-wishers who visited our home, attended the burial 
service and provided emotional & practical support for us at 
this difficult time. 
  A special word of thanks to the three Associations :  
1. LBA    2. ZBCC    3. ZBA 
  To those who have helped in various ways, your 
contribution made our loss more bearable. As it would be 
impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept 
this acknowledgement as an expression of our deepest 
gratitude. 

“Fare thee well grandpa. We love you and miss you”
Wife, daughters, grandchildren & great grand children.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
2nd Timothy 4:7

“ I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” 

1915 – 2018
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Stranded Kiphire distirict runs short of rice 

Nagaland Statehood has destroyed 
Nagas’ mindset — Neichute Duolo

NRC: Community sounds ILP clarion

SASRD assists local farmers in onion cultivation 

STATE

 Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 8 : Kiphire 
district on the eastern part 
of Nagaland remains cut 
off from the rest of the state 
with the main national 
highway that connects the 
district with the rest of the 
state remains completely 
cut-off. Essential commodi-
ties, especially rice, are run-
ning scarce. Reports from 
different sources reaching 
here at Eastern Mirror said 
that essential commodi-
ties are being rationed in 
the district as the National 
Highway 202, especially a 
‘Tuensang to Akashi bridge’ 
has been washed off. 

Kiphire Deputy Com-
missioner, Md. Ali Shihab 
IAS, speaking with Eas                             
tern Mirror, informed that 
rice is running scarce in 
the district. “What we want 
right now is more rice,” said 
Shihab. He said that some 
trucks carrying essential 
commodities are plying 
through the ‘Meluri by-pass 

road” and if the rains don’t come, 
then it would be ‘pliable’ for the 
trucks transport the essential 
goods.  But it hangs on the ques-
tion ‘if?’

He informed that the district 
administration is expecting three 
truckloads of rice on Thursday, 
Aug. 9, which will be distributed 
to the citizens of the town. How-

ever, the deputy commissioner 
said that even if the three truck-
loads make it through, it won’t 
support or be able to feed the 
citizens.  

“I request everyone, the gov-
ernment, or organizations and 
even the IAF also, if they are plan-
ning to provide or bring in relief, 
then I would request for more 

rice for the people here,” said the 
Kiphire DC, Shihab.

The district administration 
and the DDMA distributed rice 
to 450 widows of eleven wards of 
Kiphire town in the deputy com-
missioner’s conference hall in the 
presence of their respective ward 
chairman on Aug. 8. 

The relief -- donated by the 

governor of Nagaland and the 
NSDMA and the 7th Assam Rifles 
Kiphire -- was handed over by the 
SDO (C), Reny Wilfred IAS as part 
of the immediate relief due to the 
shortage of essential commodities 
in the district.  The IAF has been 
airdropping essential commodi-
ties for the past few days, but with 
the main economic lifeline cut 

off, the efforts of the IAF still and 
would not suffice. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
maintained that except for rice, 
there is other food supplements 
from the fields and also from 
the support of the community; 
however, rice being the stable 
food, it is running short and in 
demand. 

However, apart from the 
need for more rice, other 
essential commodities are 
in stock.

 The Deputy Commis-
sioner informed that fuel 
reserve in the district is suf-
ficient enough with 14,000 
litres of diesel and 8000 litres 
of petrol in the district; and 
the medicines for emer-
gency cases are available as 
of now. He informed that 
a woman, a patient, was 
airlifted through an IAF 
helicopter for treatment. 
Shihab informed that the 
district administration is 
coordinating with all the 
government agencies; he 
expressed heartfelt appre-
ciation to the community 
for their support in tackling 
the emergency situations. In 
this regard, he said that the 
district administration, with 
the support of the different 
government agencies and 
the support from the com-
munity, is ready to face any 
eventuality. 

Our Correspondent

Kohima, Aug. 8:  Speaking at the opening 
of the 2nd skill festival at Oriental College, 
Kohima, Neichute Duolo, Indian social 
entrepreneur, 2016 and CEO Entrepreneur 
Associate, Kohima opined that easy living 
have destroyed the mindset of the Nagas 
as a whole.

Interacting with the students of Ori-
ental College, the outspoken and young 
entrepreneur said that Nagas have been 
spoilt with the creation of Nagaland as a 
state in India as everyone was after an easy 
life of getting government job in one way 
or another.

He opined that the mentality of the 
young Nagas should come out of this 
cocoon as everyone was not entitled nor From page 1

Resolutions
The NSF has registered the 
following demands to the 
state authorities: to thor-
oughly scrutinise ILPs. For 
those coming from Assam, 
their NRC document should 
be made mandatory 

•	 CCTV	 cameras	
should be installed 
at check-gates at en-
try and exit points to 
monitor persons enter-
ing or leaving the state; 
monitor the personnel 
manning check-gates 
whether they are per-
forming their duties.

•	 Organise	a	pub-
lic rally and submit a 
memorandum to the 
government of Naga-
land to bring Dimapur 
within the ambit of the 
BEFR.

•	 Appeal	to	public	
for feedback if there is 
any case of harassment 
during the verification 
drive.

•	 Persons	caught	as	
middlemen or ‘dalal’ 
renewing ILP shall be 
dealt very seriously. 

NTC mobilizes community 
groups 
The Nagaland Tribes Coun-
cil (NTC) also informed on 
Wednesday that it convened 
a meeting recently with 
leaders from a wide range 
of apex tribal organisations, 
including students’ groups.  
The date of the meeting 
was not mentioned. A copy 
of a press release that the 
organisation issued on Aug. 
8 placed a number of de-
mands before the state’s ad-
ministration: “The meeting 
once again fervently urged 

upon the state government 
to gear up the state ma-
chineries and bring out a 
comprehensive action plan 
to check illegal immigrants 
without wasting any more 
time...extend BEFR coverage 
to the entire administrative 
jurisdiction of the state and 
to bring out a comprehen-
sive mechanism to regulate 
and monitor BEFR Act, 1873 
and Passport Act...for effec-
tive checking and deporta-
tion and extradition.” 

Likewise, the govern-
ment was asked to create a 
separate cell in the Home 
department to monitor and 
strictly enforce the border 
control statutes ‘on day to 
day basis.’ Govt. agencies 
including the Nagaland Po-
lice need to be “reoriented 
and equipped with legal 
aspects,” the statement as-
serted. 

Further, the organisa-
tions have decided on con-
stituting a joint committee 
‘on prevention of Illegal Im-
migration’ under the su-
pervision of the NTC. It will 
devise a “logistic coordina-
tion and to assist the state 
government to formulate 
standard operation proce-
dure for effective implemen-
tation of BERF Act, 1873 /ILP 
in the state of Nagaland,” the 
press release stated. 

 The organisations have 
urged apex tribal organisa-
tions, and villages and urban 
communities particularly 
those in Dimapur, to strictly 
monitor their respective ju-
risdiction “on 24X7 alarm.” 
The village authorities are 
urged not to issue residence 
certificates to anyone “ran-
domly without ascertaining 
antecedents of any such 

applicant.” 

‘Time for govt., community 
to act’ 
The Naga Hoho has also 
issued a statement calling 
for action from the com-
munity and the Nagaland 
government. The organisa-
tion issued a press release on 
Wednesday stating that “the 
implementation of NRC in 
Assam has become a matter 
of great concern. In a short 
while this over populated 
migrant prone state of Na-
galand is also bound to be 
severely affected.”

The latest development 
that over forty lakh non In-
dian citizens may have to 
leave Assam is a warning bell 
for the entire north-eastern 
states, the Naga Hoho stated 
‘We further like to impress 
upon the state government 
to urgently bring Dimapur 
district under ILP zone and 
term the current situation 
as an emergency state crisis.’ 

While acknowledging 
the initiative of the NSF 
and the administration, the 
Naga Hoho has requested 
the authorities to ‘strictly 
man’ check posts, railway 
stations and the roads con-
necting to Assam.

“Most importantly, it 
has become imperative for 
every tribe hoho to seriously 
take action on the issue of 
influx of illegal immigrants 
particularly to urban ar-
eas as we cannot depend 
on government alone,” the 
organisation stated. “It has 
become the responsibility 
of every Naga citizen to be a 
contributing factor towards 
eradicating this menace. 
In this regard, every house 
owners/ land owners should 
not provide shelter to those 

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN):  The De-
partment of Horticulture, SAS-
RD NU, Medziphema, under a 
programme sanctioned by ICAR-
Directorate of Onion and Gar-
lic Research, Rajgurunagar (Ma-
harashtra), is assisting the local 
farmers in growing onion with the 
objective of meeting the farmers’ 
requirement and also to encour-
age other farmers to take up onion 
cultivation for the uplift of their 
livelihood. 

A press release received here 
on Aug. 8, while informing about 
the programme, stated a farmers 
training on  “Nursery Manage-
ment and Production Technology 

of Kharif Onion” was conducted at 
New Socünoma village under TSP-
Onion	by	AICRP	(VC)	Department	
of Horticulture, SASRD, NU, Medz-
iphema towards the promotion of 
this programme. 

The programme is aimed 
to popularise onion cultivation 
among tribal farmers in Nagaland 
and is being conducted under the 
supervision of Prof. Akali Sema, De-
partment of Horticulture, SASRD, 
NU, as the Principle investigator. 

In this connection, the release 
stated that various villages were 
surveyed and monitored under 
Dimapur district which has po-
tential for kharif onion cultivation 

after which interested farmers were 
selected from different villages 
as beneficiaries viz. Hekheshe, 
Zhuikhu, Socünoma, Khehokhu, 
Niuland and Medziphema, and 
10 demonstration units were initi-
ated, i.e. 3 from Socünoma, 2 from 
Hekheshe, 1 from Zhuikhu, 1 from 
Khehokhu, 2 from Niuland and 1 
from Medziphema as a start off of 
the mandate of the programme. 

 The selected farmers from the 
different villages are being assisted 
in growing onion, which will not 
only meet their requirement but 
encourage the fellow farmers to 
take up onion cultivation and fur-
ther uplift their livelihood. 

EM Images
Neichute Duolo speaking at Oriental College 

Kohima.

Participants of the farmers training “Nursery Management and Production Technology of Kharif Onion” at New Socünoma village.

(Left) WRATH OF THE RAIN GODS: A section of the road leading to Kiphire district severely damaged by the monsoon rains.(Right) Kiphire district administration distributing rice to widows.

programmed to become a government job 
holder.

Challenging the gathering, he said life 
is not all about the money and resources at 
hand but rather the will of an individual to 
overturn the scenario in their favour through 
hard work.

He also emphasized on the syllabus of 
the current Indian scenario by stating that 
the present Indian education system does 
not encourage young people to unlearn 
what they have learnt to accommodate 
and adjust with the demands of the world.

Avowing his support for the young stu-
dents in their endeavour towards making a 
contribution to the society, he asked them 
to be wary of the present trend and plan ac-
cordingly as everyone was not destined to be 
a government employee.

He further congratulated the college for 
introducing and starting the life skill pro-
gram for the students in order to prepare 
them with the basic life skills in their forma-
tive years and thus enabling them to think 
and prepare for their future.

It may be mentioned that the 2nd Skill 
fest of Oriental College ,Kohima was graced 
with many a expert and professionals in 
their fields to interact and inculcate their 
working experience to the students such as  
Dr. Menuoseittuo Tseikha, District Project 
Officer, Land resource: Neithu-o Kuotsu, Dy. 
Director, directorate of fisheries: Dr. Haibe 
Zeliang,	Dy.	Director	of	Vety.	and	Animal	
Husbandry and Neichute Duolo as resource 
persons.

Other than the main highlights of the 
day, there were also resource persons who 
imparted their skills on various programs 
like painting and framing, food processing, 
baking, ornament making, electrical fittings, 
knitting, floriculture, mushroom cultivation, 
carpentry and handicrafts.migrants just for the sake of 

cheap labor or otherwise.” 
The Naga Hoho has ap-

pealed to all the Naga citi-
zens to “face the challenges 
together so as to make our 
state illegal migrants free.”  

Two persons detained at 
Chumukedima 
The Chumukedima police 
on Wednesday detained 
two persons who were al-
legedly trying to cross the 
check gate “without” legiti-
mate documents. The NSF, 
the Chakhroma Students’ 
Union, and the police on 

Aug. 8 began checking ILP, 
Aadhar card, and voter 
identity card of passen-
gers at the Chumukedima 
Check Gate.  

According to the police, 
one of the detained persons 
is from Nagaon district in 
Assam and the other from 
Diphupar in Dimapur. 

They claimed to have 
proper documents  at 
home, but the police de-
tained them for further in-
vestigation. Further, a First 
Information Report was 
filed against them.  

Giving a brief highlight of the 
training programme, the release 
stated that Dr. Waluniba, Scientist, 
AICRP	(VC)	&	Co-Principle	inves-
tigator chaired the programme, 
while a brief remark was given by 
the village council secretary, New 
Socünoma on behalf of the vil-
lage and the participants. The re-
source person for the training was 
Dr. Azeze Seyie, Scientist, ICAR-
NEH Jarnapani, who emphasised 
mainly on how to cultivate onion 
organically starting from nursery 
till harvest; how to store and how 
to market the product. She also 
highlighted on pest and diseases, 
its management.

 In this regard, she encouraged 
the farmers to use locally avail-
able materials as it is cheap and 
easily accessible. The programme 
ended with input distribution to 
the farmers. 

The training was attended by 
farmer participants from Hek-
heshe, Zhuikhu, Socünoma and 
Khehokhu. The villagers expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude to AICRP-
VC,	Dept.	of	Horticulture,	SASRD:	
NU for selecting their villages and 
encouraging them by organizing 
such a program to benefit the 
farmers. The programme was co-
ordinated by Dr. Moakala Chang-
kiri, Dr. Aastik Jha, Dr. Waluniba 
and Yongkongtula

Vote	of	thanks	was	proposed	
by Dr. Moakala Changkiri, Scien-
tist,	AICRP	(VC)	and	Co-Principle	
investigator, TSP-Onion.
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Manipur Startup Conclave 
inaugurated by CM

Mizoram to start Bru repatriation from Aug. 14

Zeliangrong bodies to launch agitation

TTAADC initiative for skilling 425 tribal people in 2018-19State troopers to attend 
neighbouring state’s I-Day parades

Utmost importance given to 
development of edu. in tea 
garden areas — Sonowal

Inquiry ordered into death of an accused after escaping from police

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 8: In a move 
to unleash the potential, 
talents and entrepreneur-
ship skills of Manipur, 
state Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh on Wednesday 
inaugurated the Manipur 
Startup Conclave 2018 
held at the City Conven-
tion Centre in Imphal.

The scheme is pro-
posed to be implemented 
with a financial assistance 
of INR 150 crores in the 
next five years starting 
from 2017.

Out of the total 334 
start-up/beneficiaries, 29 
start-ups were selected 
under Revenue Stage 
Start-Up, 200 in benefi-
ciaries in Idea Stage and 
105 beneficiaries in Entre-
preneur Support Scheme 
category.

Addressing the con-
clave, Singh assured that 
the government would ex-
tend every possible help to 
nurture and support those 
promising entrepreneurs 
of the state. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
would always be there to 
hear the grievances of the 
people and ready to solve 
any problem in the state, 
he added. 

He mentioned that 
every state has its own 
problem/issue and there 
is no state or country with-
out having a single prob-
lem.

Appealing to refrain 
from the culture of calling 
bandhs and blockades in 

EM Images

N Biren Singh accompanied by cabinet colleagues inaugurating the Startup Conclave 2018 in Imphal on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1903SUD0KU 1743
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Having negative qualities
 4. Adam and Eve’s third son
 8. Except
 12. ___ Dhabi, Arabian capital
 13. Spanish for “Celery”
 14. Container
 15. Base-forming
 17. British school
 18. Oozed
 19. Abnormal breathing
 21. Purposes
 23. Divisions of Spartan army
 26. Columnist Adolph Simon ____
 29. About the sea
 31. Own (Scottish)
 32. Helped
 33. Scottish county
 34. Hair on the lip
 36. Spanish cooking pot
 37. More guileful
 38. Put forth
 40. Asian unit of weight
 42. Bursts
 46. Overgarments
 48. A puzzle where you fill a square 

grid with words reading the  
same down as across

 50. Entrance
 51. A public display of a (usually 

written) message
 52. Alias
 53. In bed
 54. In a way, works the soil
 55. Monetary unit 
 
DOWN
 1. Blats
 2. Having sufficient skill
 3. Sovereign prince
 4. Trade
 5. Developing and spreading rapidly 

as if by contagion
 6. Airtight sealed metal container
 7. One who tills

 8. Wildcat
 9. Readily perceived by the 

senses
 10. Prefix indicating “Equal” 

 11. 10
 16. Type genus
 20. Surrounded by
 22. The 18th letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet

 24. From pentane 
(Chemistry)

 25. Liquid body substances
 26. Units of electrical 

resistance
 27. Fetal membrane
 28. Hold back
 30. Reappear 
 32. Swiss river
 35. Feeling mild pleasurable 

excitement
 36. Bird genus
 39. Metal shackles
 41. Whip
 43. Pesetas (abbrev.)
 44. Small person
 45. Look over quickly
 46. Honorable title (Turkish)
 47. Founder of Babism
 49. Data executive

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1742

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1902

the state, Singh urged the 
people of the state to give a 
chance to the present gov-
ernment to take Manipur 
to new heights.

Mentioning about 
the frequent bandhs and 
blockades in the last few 
months, he said that pres-
ently, many are reluctant 
to set up their business in 
the state due to the situ-
ation. 

Everyone has the right 
to protest in a democratic 
and systematic way in 
this country; however it 
shouldn’t affect the lives of 
the common people.

Stating that the Su-
preme Court of India had 
declared bandhs as ‘un-
constitutional’, he stated 
that the state govern-
ment will discuss the pos-
sible way of taking up 

the legal course of action 
against those who are 
responsible of imposing 
bandhs and blockades in 
the state.  

Highlighting that it is 
a historic day for the state 
of Manipur as we witness 
the roll out of an ambitious 
program “Start-Up Policy” 
and opening of road route 
for immigration flow be-
tween India and Myan-
mar at Moreh, he stated 
that the Manipur Start-Up 
Policy would nurture and 
encourage start-ups and 
Entrepreneurs in job crea-
tion and economic growth 
in the state.

In his presidential ad-
dress, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Y Joykumar Singh 
stated that today is in-
deed a watershed in the 
history of Manipur. He 

mentioned that the fu-
ture economy of the state 
depends on the entrepre-
neurs of the state. 

Cabinet Ministers, 
Chairman Manipur Pol-
lution Control Board L 
Radhakishore, Deputy 
Chairman Manipur Plan-
ning Board S Rajen Singh, 
MLAs, Chief Secretary, 
Head of departments of 
various Departments, of-
ficials of Bank of Baroda 
attended the function 
wherein a brief presenta-
tion of six selected suc-
cessful Start-up were 
showcased. 

The dignitaries also 
distributed the grants and 
sanction letter to be borne 
by the state government to 
the selected start-ups and 
entrepreneur under the 
scheme.

Aizawl, Aug. 8 (PTI): Mizoram gov-
ernment today said it would go 
ahead with the plan as agreed dur-
ing talks held in Delhi last month for 
final repatriation of the Bru families 
lodged in six relief camps in North 
Tripura district.

At a meeting here, Home Minis-
ter R Lalzirliana informed political 
parties and civil societies of the state 
that the repatriation would begin 
as per schedule on August 14 and 
was expected to be completed by 
September 10.

Lalzirliana said the state govern-
ment recently received instructions 
from the Election Commission to 
conduct revision of voters’ lists in the 
relief camps, while its earlier order 
had asked conducting the revision 
in Mizoram after completion of the 
physical repatriation process.

“We have to implement the in-
structions of the Election Com-
mission of India by conducting the 
electoral roll revisions in the relief 
camps,” he said.

The civil societies and the politi-
cal parties, however, were not happy 

with the latest instruction of the EC.
“We decided that the Election 

Commission would be approached 
again so that the entire electoral 
process should be conducted with-
in the state,” said TA Vanlalruata, 
president of central committee of 
the Young Mizo Association, a civil 
society organisation. The Centre, 
state governments of Mizoram and 
Tripura and the Mizoram Bru Dis-
placed People’s Forum (MBDPF), 
the apex body of the Bru community 
in the relief camps, have on July 3 
signed an agreement for repatriation 
of all the Bru refugees from Tripura 
before September 30.

According to the agreement, INR 
4 lakh would be deposited in the 
account of the head of each repatri-
ated Bru family, which would mature 
after three years, and a payment of 
INR 1.5 lakh as housing assistance.

Each repatriated Bru fam-
ily would also be given INR 5,000 
through Direct Benefit Transfer 
every month and free ration for two 
years.

Altogether 32,876 Brus belonging 

to 5,407 families are lodged in six 
relief camps in Tripura.

While 4,199 Bru families would 
be resettled in 48 villages in Mamit 
district, 824 and 384 families would 
be resettled in 10 villages Kolasib 
and four villages in Lunglei districts 
respectively, Mizoram Additional 
Secretary for Home Lalbiakzama 
had said on Monday.

However, a section of the Bru 
refugees were not happy with the 
repatriation process.

The Brus are in Tripura since late 
1997 in the wake of a communal 
tension triggered by the murder of a 
forest guard inside the Dampa Tiger 
Reserve on October 21, 1997 by Bru 
National Liberation Front militants. 
The first attempt to repatriate them 
in 2009 failed and triggered another 
wave of exodus after the killing of 
a youth three days before the com-
mencement of the repatriation 
process. Though some Bru families 
had returned to Mizoram during a 
number of repatriation processes 
and on their own, many of them 
refused to leave Tripura.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): 
Zeliangrong civil organi-
sations encompassing the 
states of Assam, Manipur 
and Nagaland including 
the Zeliangrong Baudi 
(ZB), Zeliangrong Youth 
Front (ZYF), and Zelian-
grong Students’ Union 
Manipur (ZSUM) have 
threatened to launch 24 
hours bandh from August 
15 midnight to August 16 
midnight.

The bandh has been 
called to press the state 
government as well as 
the Government of India 
to book the persons in-
volved in the abduction of 

students and youth lead-
ers on August 4. The or-
ganistaions have alleged 
that the NSCN (IM) have 
carried out the crime. 

The organisations 
have announced bandh 
on National Highway 37 
and to cease all construc-
tion works of national 
projects undergoing in 
Zeliangrong areas.

Zeliangrong civil or-
ganisations had served 72 
hours ultimatum to the 
chief minister of Manipur 
and union home minister 
regarding threat and in-
timidation meted to the 
leaders of the Zeliangrong 

community by the NSCN 
(IM) which expired on 
August 8 midnight.  

However, the joint 
meeting of the civil or-
ganisations, which met 
in Imphal on August 8, 
had decided to postpone 
the proposed agitation 
considering the plan of 
various civil organisations 
in Manipur to launch dif-
ferent kinds of agitation.

In view of the above 
stated proposed agita-
tions by different organi-
sations, the Zeliangrong 
civil organisations have 
decided to launch its first 
step democratic agita-

tions beginning from 
August 15 midnight to 
August 16 midnight. It has 
informed all concerned to 
extend fullest support and 
cooperation in the inter-
est of peace and tranquil-
lity in Zeliangrong areas 
adding any eventuality 
arising out of the demo-
cratic agitation would be 
at their own risk.

This was stated in a 
joint press release issued 
by ZB (AMN) general sec-
retary, Gainithoi Gonmei; 
ZYF (AMN) assistant gen-
eral secretary, G Gaigan-
glung; and ZSUM chair-
man, Alunbou Newmai. 

Agartala, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
An autonomous district 
council for tribals in 
Tripura has taken the ini-
tiative to train 425 tribal 
people in five districts to 
create better job oppor-
tunities for them, a sen-
ior member of the tribal 
council said.

The All India Society for 
Electronics and Computer 
Technologies (AISECT), a 
skill development service 
provider, has been given 
the responsibility of train-
ing the people, Chief Ex-
ecutive Member of the 
Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Council 

(TTAADC), Radhacharan 
Debbarma said.

The training would be 
held in Dhalai, Khowai, 
West Tripura, North Tripu-
ra and South Tripura dis-
tricts.

The exercise will be 
held in the trades of rod 
binding and motor me-
chanic at the district level 
as per the National Skills 
Qualification Framework 
(NSQF) standards, he said.

T h e  A I S E C T  h a s 
been associated with the 
TTAADC since 2016.

In the last two years of 
its partnership with the 
TTAADC, the AISECT has 

trained 450 and 120 candi-
dates in FY 2016-17 and FY 
2017-18 respectively.

The TTAADC is an au-
tonomous body that aims 
to devote attention to all 
aspects of improvement 
of the tribal people, who 
constitute one-third of 
Tripuras 37 lakh popula-
tion.

The AISECT, which 
is associated with the 
TTAADC since 2016, has 
trained 450 and 120 can-
didates in FY 2016-17 and 
2017-18 respectively.

AISECT Director Sid-
dharth Chaturvedi said, 
“The 5th Annual Employ-

ment-Unemployment 
Survey (201516) says that 
Tripura has the highest 
unemployment rates in 
the country.

“These are worrying 
figures and require full 
attention of the public as 
well as private organiza-
tions.” 

Initiatives like the ones 
being taken by TTAADC 
were a positive step in the 
direction of solving the 
crisis, he said.

The AISECT will be re-
sponsible for at least 50 
per cent students getting 
placed in wage-based jobs, 
he said.

Agartala, Aug. 8 (IANS): For 
the first time in India, secu-
rity personnel of each state 
in the country will attend 
the main Independence Day 
function in the neighbouring 
state to strengthen the co-
operation among the armed 
forces, a top police officer 
said here on Wednesday.

“Following the advice of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, security personnel 
of each state in the coun-
try would participate in the 
Independence Day parade 
of the neighbouring state,” 
Inspector General of Police 
G.S. Rao told IANS.

He said: “The Prime Min-
ister has suggested this to 
make the inter-state coop-
eration among the armed 
forces stronger.” 

His advice came during 
the annual conference of 
Director General of Police 
(DGPs) and Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGPs) of states 
held in Tekanpur in Madhya 
Pradesh in January.

Rao said that in line with 
that arrangement, a contin-
gent of 45 troopers of Tripura 

State Rifles (TSR) would at-
tend the main function of the 
Independence Day of Mi-
zoram and similar number 
of Mizoram Armed Police 
would participate in Tripura.

“Now the troopers of 
Tripura and Mizoram secu-
rity wings are jointly con-
ducting rehearsal of the 
parade at the Assam Rifles 
ground here where the In-
dependence Day function 
would be held.” 

Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb for the first time 
would be hoisting the tri-
colour at the event.

Assam Director General 
of Police (DGP) Kuladhar 
Saikia told IANS over phone 
from Guwahati that a pla-
toon of Assam police would 
participate in Meghalaya’s 
Independence Day parade 
and security personnel of 
Meghalaya will join Assam’s 
function next week. 

Saikia said that such joint 
participation of the security 
forces among neighbouring 
states’ celebrations was good 
for improving the security 
situation.

Guwahati, Aug. 8 (PTI): Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today said his government has 
attached utmost importance to the development 
of education, particularly in the tea garden areas.

The CM was speaking after distributing awards 
to meritorious students belonging to tea commu-
nity and tea garden areas.

‘’Giving quality education to the students of 
tea garden areas is the fundamental duty of our 
government as education is the key to ensure im-
proved quality of life’’, Sonowal said.

Sonowal said that right from distributing free 
text books and free admission to colleges provid-
ing scholarships, his government been taking 
several steps for educational development of the 
students of the state, including students belonging 
to tea garden areas.

The recent success of students belonging to 
tea community in different fields has inspired 
the state government to look for both micro and 
macro level intervention for the development of 
tea communities.

The awards contain cash reward, citation and 
dictionary and were given to meritorious students 
belonging to three categories namely worker cat-
egory, sub-staff category and staff category.

Organized by Assam Tea Employees Provident 
Fund Organisation, the programme was an at-
tempt to recognize the good results of the students 
belonging to tea garden areas and to motivate 
them in their further studies.

Guwahati, Aug. 8 (PTI): The Dis-
trict Magistrate of Kamrup Metro-
politan District today ordered an 
inquiry into the death of a person, 
who had allegedly espaced from 
the police custody and was found 
hanging from a tree in Chandrapur 
area.

District Magistrate Virender Mit-
tal directed Circle Officer, Chan-
drapur Revenue Circle, Pallab Jyoti 
Nath to conduct an inquiry to find 
out the circumstances leading to the 

death of the 23-year old man, official 
sources said here.

Nath has been directed to sub-
mit his findings within 15 days for 
onward submission to NHRC/AHRC 
(Assam Human Rights C Commis-
sion).

The person, identified as Chan-
dan Bharali, was arrested yesterday 
for allegedly harrassing a girl on 
social media and was taken to Pan-
ikhaiti outpost after being remanded 
to police custody for three days by 

the Chief Judicial Magistrate.
The accused was found missing 

last night and the police claimed 
that he had escaped with his hand-
cuffs.

A search was launched to find 
him and the police found him early 
this morning hanging from a tree in 
the jungle area, about 150 meters 
behind Panikhaity outpost.

The person had allegedly com-
mitted suicide, according to the 
police.
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Markets scale new peaks on RIL 
push; IMF forecast buoys sentiment

Don’t play smart or we will make you 
homeless — SC to Amrapali Group directors

Rupee gains further, up 5 
paise at 68.63 a dollar

Samsung launches new 
tablet in India at INR 29,990

Global cues, healthy Q1 results 
lift indices to record highs

Accepted RBI directorship in public 
interest — Swaminathan Gurumurthy

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (IANS): Samsung In-
dia on Wednesday launched a new tab-
let “Galaxy Tab A 10.5” that features new 
entertainment options and enhanced 
audio at Rs 29,990.

The device with a 10.5-inch display 
is equipped with quad speakers pow-
ered by Dolby Atmos. It sports 8MP rear 
camera with flash and a 5MP front cam-
era.

“Featuring a refreshed design, 
larger display, thinner bezels, quad 
speakers with Dolby Atmos and en-
hanced 7,300mAh battery, the recently 
launched device makes it a complete 
family entertainment device,” Aditya 

Babbar, General Manger, Samsung In-
dia, said in a statement.

With ‘Galaxy Tab A 10.5’, users can 
easily control their home appliances via 
Samsung’s SmartThings with just the 
touch of a button, the company said.

The device also features “Kids 
Mode” that is designed to make learn-
ing and entertainment simple, safe and 
fun for kids. 

“Kids Mode” gives parents the con-
trol that is needed to manage usage 
time and ensure content.

The device will be available from 
August 13 on Flipkart, Samsung’s online 
store and leading offline retail stores.

Mumbai, Aug 8 (IANS): 
Positive global cues, 
along with expectations 
of healthy quarterly re-
sults, lifted the key In-
dian equity indices to 
their record intra-day and 
closing high-levels on 
Wednesday.

According to market 
observers, the inflow of 
foreign funds and healthy 
buying in consumer du-
rables, banking and oil 
and gas stocks pushed 
the key indices higher.

The 30-scrip Sensi-
tive Index (Sensex) closed 
the day’s trade at a fresh 
high of 37,887.56 points, 
up 221.76 points and 0.59 
per cent from its previous 
close.

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) 
made gains during the 
session. It closed on 
a fresh high of 11,450 
points, up 60.55 points or 
0.53 per cent from its pre-
vious close.

On Tuesday’s previous 
trade session, profit book-
ing, along with concerns 
over global protectionist 
measures, subdued both 
the key indices.

Consequently, the 
barometer had closed at 
37,665.80 points, down by 
26.09 points and 0.07 per 
cent on Tuesday. 

In contrast, the Nif-
ty50 closed on a flat-to-
positive note at 11,389.45 
points, up by just 2.35 
points or 0.02 per cent.

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
The government has ap-
pointed Chartered Ac-
countant Swaminathan 
Gurumurthy, who is as-
sociated with the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak 
Sangh affiliate Swadeshi 
Jagran Manch, on the 
board of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

The Appointments 
Committee of the Cabi-
net has approved his 
appointment as non-of-
ficial director on the cen-
tral board of the RBI for a 

period of four years, an 
order issued by the Per-
sonnel Ministry said.

“This is the first di-
rectorship ever. Never 
accepted any private or 
PSU directorship. Not 
even audit of PSUs or Pvt 
cos. Wanted to be free to 
speak. But when pres-
sure built up I am needed 
to do something in pub-
lic interest I had to ac-
cept,” Gurumurthy said 
in a tweet.

He is also the editor of 
Tamil magazine Thuglak.

Besides him, the gov-
ernment has also ap-
pointed businessman 
Satish Kashinath Mar-
athe as another non-of-
ficial director on the RBI 
board for four years, the 
ministry said.

Mumbai, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
Benchmarks rallied to 
fresh lifetime highs to-
day on persistent inves-
tor appetite for market 
heavyweight RIL, while 
the broader buying mo-
mentum got a fillip after 
IMF underlined India’s 
role as a source of global 
growth. 

The BSE Sensex 
vaulted 221.76 points to 
close at a new peak of 
37,887.56. The broader 
NSE Nifty extended its 
record-setting run for the 
fourth session and fin-
ished above the 11,400-
mark for the first time.

Sentiment was bu-
oyed after the IMF said 
India will be a source 
of growth for the global 
economy for the next few 
decades and it could be 
what China was for the 
world economy, even as 
it suggested more struc-
tural reforms.

Sustained FII inflows 
and fresh spell of buying 
by domestic institutional 
investors fuelled the rally, 

brokers said.
Encouraging first 

quarter earnings and 
mixed trend in global 
markets, with US stocks 
approaching fresh all-
time highs, too bolstered 
sentiment, they added.

Reliance Industries 
witnessed heavy buying 
and spurted 2.85 per cent 
to close at a fresh high of 
Rs 1,217.25.

The 30-share Sensex, 
after a cautious start, 
gathered momentum 
and rallied to 37,931.42, 
before finally ending at 
37,887.56, a rise of 221.76 
points, or 0.59 per cent.

It broke its previ-
ous closing record of 
37,691.89 hit on August 6.

The broader NSE Nif-
ty advanced 60.55 points 
or 0.53 per cent to 11,450, 
surpassing its previous 
closing high of 11,389.45 
hit yesterday. 

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) bought 
shares worth a net Rs 
314.83 crore, while do-
mestic institutional in-

vestors (DIIs) sold equi-
ties worth Rs 319.90 crore 
yesterday, provisional 
data showed.

“After a muted start, 
market scaled a new high 
on account of increase 
in FII inflow and in-line 
quarter earnings. Strong 
domestic triggers will 
continue to add room to 
outlook, whereas factors 
like volatility in oil price 
and rupee may delay the 
pace of rally. 

“Global markets were 
mixed as investors con-
tinue to stay cautious due 
to lingering concerns on 
US trade tensions.” said 
Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Financial 
Services.

ONGC was the top 
performer among the 
Sensex constituents, ris-
ing 2.87 per cent, fol-
lowed by RIL. 

Other gainers were 
ICCI Bank 1.63 per cent, 
SBI 1.53 per cent, HUL 
1.33 per cent, Tata Mo-
tors 1.25 per cent and 
Bharti Airtel 0.85 per 

cent, among others.
On the other hand, 

Maruti Suzuki declined 
1.99 per cent, Bajaj Auto 
0.96 per cent, Vedanta 
0.90 per cent, NTPC 0.57 
per cent, Infosys 0.47 per 
cent, ITC 0.22 per cent 
and Hero MotoCorp 0.12 
per cent.

Among sectoral in-
dices, the BSE energy 
index rose 1.86 per cent, 
followed by telecom 1.71 
per cent, consumer dura-
bles 1.25 per cent, bankex 
0.78 per cent, oil and 
gas 0.72 per cent, capi-
tal goods 0.38 per cent, 
FMCG 0.33 per cent, 
metal 0.30 per cent, PSU 
0.21 per cent and teck 
0.06 per cent.

Healthcare, power, 
auto, IT, infrastructure 
and realty indices ended 
in the red, falling up to 
0.33 per cent.

In the broader mar-
kets, the BSE mid-cap 
and small-cap indices 
gained 0.16 per cent and 
0.03 per cent, respec-
tively.

Mahindra & Mahin-
dra rose 0.19 per cent af-
ter the company yester-
day posted a 67 per cent 
rise in net profit at Rs 
1,257 crore for the June 
quarter.

Coming to the global 
markets, Asian equities 
ended mixed as investors 
looked past protection-
ism tussles and focused 
on US stocks approach-
ing fresh all-time highs.

Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng moved up 0.39 per 
cent, Taiwan rose 0.84 
per cent, while China’s 
Shanghai Composite In-
dex fell 1.27 per cent and 
Japan’s Nikkei shed 0.08 
per cent.

In the Eurozone, 
Frankfurt’s DAX fell 0.10 
per cent and Paris CAC 
declined 0.09 per cent in 
their late morning deals.

London’s FTSE, how-
ever, gained 0.69 per 
cent. 

US stocks closed 
higher yesterday as in-
vestors focused on posi-
tive corporate earnings.

New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): Don’t play 
smart or we will render you home-
less. 

This was Supreme Court’s cate-
gorical warning to real estate major 
Amrapali Group which is accused 
of delaying its projects to the detri-
ment of homebuyers’ interest.

The top court said it would 
not allow the company to collect 
money from the hassled home-
buyers and warned that “each and 
every property” of the managing 
directors and directors of the firm 
would be sold to recover the cost of 
construction of its pending real es-
tate projects. “The real problem is 
that you have delayed giving pos-
session of homes. Don’t try to play 
smart or we will sell each and every 
property of yours and render you 
homeless. You (directors) will have 
to look for your houses like you 
are making others wait for their 
homes. We will sell each and every 
thing of yours,” a bench of Justices 

Arun Mishra and U U Lalit said.
The bench got annoyed after 

the Amrapali Group submitted a 
proposal to sell commercial prop-
erties worth Rs 400 crore, as against 
the expected cost of Rs 4,000 crore 
to be incurred in completing its 
pending projects.

“You are giving us a proposal 
of just Rs 400 crore against the ex-
pected cost of Rs 4,000 crore for 
completion of pending project. You 
are actually acting smart. When 
you are before the court, you have 
to be sincere and upright. The day 
is not far when you will compel us 
to sell your properties,” the bench 
said. It observed that people who 
had invested Rs 50 lakh in 2008 for 
a property was now valued at Rs 2.5 
crore and those who invested Rs 
one crore, that property was now 
worth Rs 4 crore.

It sought details of immovable 
and movable properties of manag-
ing directors and directors of the 

company along with their valua-
tion report within 15 days.

The top court asked the real es-
tate firm to file a concrete proposal 
by August 14, for raising Rs 4,000 
crore by selling its properties for 
completion of pending projects by 
National Buildings Construction 
Corporation India Ltd (NBCC).

It asked the Amrapali Group to 
furnish on affidavit the details of all 
bank accounts of each director and 
the group companies operational 
since 2008, the names of directors 
who are serving or have left the 
company, names of two compa-
nies whose accounts do not reflect 
any business transaction, within 
15 days. During the hearing, Advo-
cate Gaurav Bhatia, appearing for 
Amrapali, said it can raise Rs 6,119 
crore, including Rs 5,112 crore dues 
from home buyers and remaining 
from its unsold inventories.

To this, the bench said it 
would not allow the Group to col-

lect money from the homebuyers 
and it was actually the firm which 
should pay them for delayed pos-
session of flats.

“We have already given the 
pending projects to NBCC and we 
will not go back on that decision. It 
will start work by next month. You 
to have submit a concrete proposal 
for selling of the properties for rais-
ing funds. NBCC can’t construct 
from air,” the bench said. Bhatia 
said the commercial properties in 
its Silicon City project and others 
and can generate around Rs 406 
crore. Advocate M L Lahoti, ap-
pearing for home buyers, submit-
ted a note giving details of projects 
of Amrapali and said the group has 
shopping malls at Bareilly in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Purnia in Bihar, ho-
tels and resorts at Muzaffarpur in 
Bihar, Deoghar in Jharkhand and 
Udaipur in Rajasthan which could 
be sold and funds raised for con-
struction of the pending projects.

Mumbai, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
The rupee today further 
consolidated its gains by 
5 paise to end at 68.63 
against the US currency, 
extending its recovery mo-
mentum for the second-
straight day as the dollar 
weakened on worsening 
US-China trade war. 

A record-setting rally 
in domestic equities too 
weighed on the forex trad-
ing front.

The rupee confined 
in a narrow range of 68.57 
and 68.71 most part of the 
day.

Though, the local cur-
rency gave back some of its 
early strong gains following 
renewed dollar demand 
from state-run oil market-
ing companies (OMCs).

The vertiginous ascent 
in the Indian stock market 
showed no signs of slowing 
down with the key bench-
mark indices ending at 
fresh life-time highs pow-
ered by a rally in frontline 
heavyweights amid earn-
ings optimism.

The BSE Sensex vault-
ed 221.76 points to close at 
37,887.56, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced 
60.55 points to finish above 
the 11,400-mark for the 
first time. On the energy 
front, crude prices retreat-
ed after a brief overnight 
surge after China reported 
relatively weak import 
data, though the market 
remained well supported 
by falling US crude inven-
tories and the introduction 
of sanctions against Iran.

The Benchmark brent 
for September settlement 
is trading weak at USD 
74.45 a barrel in early Asian 
session. In the meantime, 
IMF said India’s growth 
to rise to 7.3 per cent in 
FY2018/19 and 7.5 per cent 

in FY2019/20, on strength-
ening investment and ro-
bust private consumption.

Meanwhile, fears of a 
full-blown trade war be-
tween the world’s two big-
gest economies are set to 
intensify after the Trump 
administration announced 
another round of tariffs on 
Chinese products on Tues-
day.

Earlier, the rupee 
opened a tad higher at 
68.66 from Tuesday’s close 
of 68.68 at the Interbank 
Foreign Exchange (forex) 
market on sustained dol-
lar selling by exporters and 
bank.

It later strengthened to 
hit a session high of 68.57 
in mid-morning deals, but 
eventually halted the sharp 
upmove and settled at 
68.63, showing a gain of 5 
paise, or 0.07 per cent.

Overnight, the domes-
tic currency had appre-
ciated by sharp 20 paise 
against the US dollar.

The Financial Bench-
marks India private limited 
(FBIL), meanwhile, fixed 
the reference rate for the 
dollar at 68.6465 and for 
the euro at 79.7169.

The bond markets, 
however, staged a strong 
rebound and the 10-year 
benchmark bond yield sof-
tened to 7.78 per cent.

Globally, the US dollar 
edged lower against a cur-
rency basket on Wednes-
day. Against a basket of 
other currencies, the dollar 
index is trading higher at 
95.23. In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee continued 
to rally against the pound 
sterling to finish at 88.30 
per pound from 89.00 and 
the euro bounced back 
against the euro to end at 
79.58 as compared to 79.60 
earlier.

BUSINESS

Bourses should reconcile regulatory, 
market interests — NITI Aayog

Former prime minister Manmohan Singh, Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari, Lt Governor Anil Baijal, 
NSE Chairman Ashok Chawla (L) and NITI Aayog vice-chairman Rajiv Kumar release a publication during the 
silver jubilee celebrations and unveiling of new brand identity of NSE, in New Delhi on Wednesday, Aug 8.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                                      Dated Kohima, the 6th Aug, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. BOTOLI SEMA W/o LT. VIKIYE SEMA, Pensioner 

resident of Phezoucha, New Sectt. Area, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension P.O. No. 
NL/V/13084 of Treasury, Dimapur Bank A/C No.20345002144 SBI Kohima 
Personal Banking Branch. Who expired on 14.05.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2723

AT 
NAGA UNITED VILLAGE

3 BIGAS
CONT: 9383024848

NO BROKER

LAND FOR SALE

D-5848

K-1823

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (IANS): Indian stock 
exchanges need to further reconcile their 
regulatory functions with market interests 
in order to protect and promote the inter-
est of retail depositors, NITI Aayog Vice 
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said on Wednes-
day.

Speaking at the National Stock Ex-
change of India (NSE)’s silver jubilee cel-
ebrations here at which the NSE unveiled 
its new logo, Kumar also urged domestic 
capital markets to bring about better rec-
onciliation between the Indian spot and 
derivative markets so as to win the confi-
dence of small investors.

“Our exchanges perform regulatory 
functions and here they need to consider 
if there is a trade-off between that and 
profit maximisation,” he said.

“This is required to protect the inter-
ests of retail depositors, so that the mar-
kets can go ahead with the work of inor-
ganic growth.”

The NITI Aayog Vice Chairman said 
that a reflection of the situation is seen 
in the fact that despite best efforts of the 
NSE, only two per cent of Indian house-
holds have come into the capital market.

“In the common Indian mind, the 
stock market is still a ‘satta’ (gambling) ba-
zaar over which they have no control ... a 
place controlled only by the big players,” 
Kumar said.

“The NSE should aim like it is in the 
US, for instance, where 40 per cent of the 
households are involved in the capital 
market.”

Kumar noted in this regard that the 
size of derivatives trading in India is more 
than 40 times the “underlying equity trad-
ing” and called for better reconciliation 
between the two to boost retail investors’ 
confidence in the stock markets.

“While the stock exchanges have done 
a great deal to bring the SME segment of 
the economy into the capital markets, the 
bourses need to do more to integrate more 
small and medium enterprises with the 
capital market,” Kumar said.

Former Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who was the Finance Minister when 
the NSE was established in 1994, was also 
present on the occasion, along with Union 
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari and Del-
hi Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal.

As per the World Federation of Ex-
changes, the NSE is 3rd largest exchange 
in the world in terms of volume of trades, 
while it is ranked No. 1 on index options 
contracts and No. 2 on currency deriva-
tives contracts.

The NSE’s new logo is a reworking of its 
earlier one with the addition of marigold, 
yellow, red and blue, symbolising integrity, 
excellence, trust and commitment. 

“The multiple colours capture the 
multifaceted nature of the business, with 
red denoting NSE’s strong foundation, 
yellow and orange being inspired by the 
marigold flower that signifies prosperity 
and auspicious ventures, and the blue tri-
angle is a compass, always future-oriented 
and helping us find our true North,” an ex-
change statement said. 
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Respect Sentiments  
of Fellow  

Human Beings

T
he Supreme Court of India has asked the me-
dia – the print, electronic, and the social me-
dia – to not publish pictures of sexual abuse 
victims even in blurred and morphed formats 

in the wake of the alleged rape of over 30 girls at a shel-
ter ran by a state-funded NGO in Muzaffarpur, Bihar, 
which shook the country. It has also restricted the me-
dia from interviewing minor victims of sexual abuse to 
ensure that they don’t relive the trauma again. The di-
rective came a few months after the Delhi High Court 
slapped a fine of Rs 10 lakh each on 12 media houses 
in the country for disclosing the identity of the Kathua 
gang rape victim.

Well, the media shouldn’t publish photographs 
of people in their daily lives that could offend them, 
forget about the victims of rape and violence. It’s a 
basic journalism ethic, but some overzealous publi-
cation houses still cross the line failing to understand 
the pain and trauma their callous act may cause. The 
emergence of the internet and mobile phone tech-
nology has completely changed the way information 
is being disseminated to the public. It has enabled 
people to access news around the world in real time 
but it also has caused much chaos. Overwhelmed by 
the freedom of sharing content, many share pictures 
of gross violence, even dead bodies at accident sites, 
casually on social media like Facebook and WhatsApp. 
However, such irresponsible action can hurt the near 
and dear ones of the victims. Nobody would like to 
see their loved ones in such circumstances. The sen-
timents of fellow human beings should be respected. 
This is the virtue that the apex court wants the people 
to imbibe. It needs to be followed by both the main-
stream media and the public alike.

Those who do not abide by the order of the court 
shall face consequences: Revealing the identity of 
minor victims is punishable by a minimum of six 
month-imprisonment under Section 23 (Procedure 
for media) of the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act. Anyone who reveals the iden-
tity of a rape and sexual violence victim can be jailed 
for a minimum of two years under Section 228A of the 
Indian Penal Code.

Madhur Singh  | IANS

Hiren Gohain  | thewire.in

Remembering God’s works, which reveal 
His character, reassures us of His love.

When our son, Xavier, was younger, business 
trips often pulled my husband away from 
home. Though his father called often, there 

were rough nights when the calls alone didn’t comfort 
Xavier. To help soothe our son when he felt he needed 
his dad, I’d pull out our photo albums as he prepared 
for bedtime. I’d point out the images that showed them 
spending time together and ask, “Do you remember 
this?”

Memory after memory encouraged our son, who of-
ten said, “I have a good daddy.”

I understood Xavier’s need to be reminded of his 
father’s love when he couldn’t see him. Whenever I’m 
going through tough or lonely times, I too long to know 
I’m loved, especially by my heavenly Father.

David proclaimed his deep yearning for God as he 
hid from his enemies in the desert (Psalm 63:1). Re-
membering his personal encounters with God’s limitless 
power and satisfying love led him to praise (vv. 2–5). 
Through his most difficult nights, David could still re-
joice in his dependable Father’s loving care (vv. 6–8).

During our dark times, when we feel as if God’s not 
there for us, we need reminders of who God is and how 
He’s demonstrated His love. Reflecting on our personal 
experiences with Him, as well as His actions recorded in 
Scripture, can affirm the countless ways our good Abba 
Father loves us.

Lord, thanks for demonstrating Your endless love to 
Your people, in our lives and through the words You 

preserved in Scripture.

An Appeal To 
ACAUT and PSAN

Sir, 
Through this column,as a layman ,i would to 

liked draw the kind attention of the Convener Public 
Liaison of Against Corruption And Unabated Taxa-
tion (ACAUT),President of Public Service Aspirant of 
Nagaland (PSAN) and its Media Cell to kindly clarify 
on the following points (1)what course of action is 
the ACAUT and PSAN, planning to take up for those 
contract/backdoor government servants, whose 
service had been regularized after 10/04/2006 till 
date?.(2) Can the 1116 contract teachers, now pro-
ceed for their service regularization? since the fight 
against backdoor appointment by the ACAUT and 
PSAN is only against the 706 posts which were sup-
posed to be sent to the NPSC .(3)Does the ACAUT 
and PSAN means to imply that there are only back-
door appointments in only 35 government depart-
ment i.e 706 post out of more than 60 government 
departments.

 Akavi Naga

READERS’
MIRROR

VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
A Good Daddy

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 63  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

On my bed I remember you; I think of you through 
the watches of the night.            

~   Psalm 63:6

Common Milk Borne Diseases From 
Milch Cow –A Public Health Concern

With 4 Years To Go, Just 6% of 
Solar Rooftop Target Installed

It’s Important To Know the History of the NRC Before Passing Judgment on It

D
iseases that are transmitted from animals to 
man and vice versa are called zoonotic dis-
eases. Milk borne diseases are also zoonotic 
in nature as the diseases from infected cows 

are transmitted to man.Various agents like virus, bac-
teria and protozoa are responsible for milk borne dis-
eases. The source of infection in milk may be due to 
diseasedmilch cow, unhealthy habit of milking attend-
ant, contaminated vessels, water, flies, dust, dirt etc. 

Common milk borne diseases are-

1. Tuberculosis- caused by Mycobacteriumbovis. 
Infection to man may be directly by contacted with 
infected cow or indirectly by consumption of raw milk 
or milk products

2. Brucellosis- caused by Brucellaabortus. Infec-
tion to man is through consumption of milk from in-
fected cow

3. Streptococcal infection– caused by Streptococ-
cusagalactiae.Source of infection in man is through 
consumption of raw milk, insufficient heat treatment 
of milk. Milk products prepared from contaminated 
raw milk

4. Foot and Mouth disease- caused by RNA virus. 
Diseases may be transmitted to man by contact with 
diseased animal or ingestion of infected cow milk. The 

infection in man produces symptoms like fever, diffi-
culty in swallowing , blisters in mouth and hands
Some steps for prevention and control of  
milk borne diseases

1. Milk should be properly heated before con-
sumption

2. Milch cow infected with any diseased condition 
and under medication and treatment, the milk should 
be discarded

3. Isolation of the affected cow from the rest of the 
herd

4. Carry out routine milk test in your dairy farm for 
ruling out any abnormality in milk

5. Timely vaccination and deworming schedules 
to be followed for the entireherd in the farm

6. Discharge or any secretion from infected dis-
eased cow to be disposed off properly

7. Regular health check –up of the farm workers
8. Prevent contamination of milk from flies, dirty 

water and vessels
 Immediately consult a veterinarian if your ani-

mal in the farm are showing any abnormal signs and 
symptoms because early detection and treatment 
help the farmer a lot of inconvenience and economic 
lost.

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

W
ith less than four years left to 
meet its target of installing 
40,000 megawatt (MW) of 
rooftop solar power capac-

ity by 2022, India has installed just about 
2,538 MW as of March 2018, a full 94 per 
cent short of target.

At this rate, missing the target is a 
foregone conclusion, which also jeop-
ardises the country’s overall solar target 
of 100 gigawatt (GW, equal to 1,000 MW) 
by 2022.

Rooftop solar has been a key part 
of the recent renewables revolution 
around the world, and its appeal is clear 
-- residential, commercial and industrial 
buildings can generate their own elec-
tricity, which is green and potentially 
less expensive than the power they draw 
from the grid. What’s more, they can in-
ject excess power back into the grid and 
get paid for it.

India’s ambitious target, in fact, is 
backed by a 30 per cent subsidy for resi-
dential buildings. But this has failed to 
enthuse home owners, the majority of 
whom pay small electricity bills and find 
the cost of solar equipment prohibitive 
in comparison.

Commercial and industrial building 
owners have shown more enthusiasm as 
their large power bills justify the expense 
of solar power systems, even though they 
get no subsidy. But here, policy and regu-
lation are blocking the way, say a range 
of industry participants, including instal-
lation businesses, consultants and power 
distribution companies (discoms).

“The government needs to do much 
more if it is serious about the 40 GW tar-
get,” Sanjeev Agarwal, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of Amplus Solar, one of the 
largest rooftop solar installations com-
panies in India, told IndiaSpend.

After India announced the Jawaharlal 
Nehru National Solar Mission in 2010, 
rooftop installations went from zero to 
grow annually at a compound annual 
rate of 117 per cent between 2013-14 and 
2017-18.

In 2015, the Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy announced its 40 GW 
target and subsidy for home-owners, and 
began to urge state governments to an-
nounce policies to enable net-metering, 
a billing mechanism that enables power 

consumers to be paid for injecting re-
newable power into the grid.

The segment has since grown to in-
stall 2,538 MW as of March 31, according 
to the consultancy Bridge to India. This 
gives rooftop solar a 10 per cent share in 
India’s overall solar capacity installation, 
with large-scale and off-grid solar instal-
lations cumulatively nearing 22,000 MW 
during the same period.

On the plus side, the industry is at 
“an inflection point” right now, Agarwal 
of Amplus Solar said. “Rooftop solar is a 
well-established, well-understood sub-
sector now, not the hard sell it was when 
we started four years ago,” he said. “The 
technology is well established, and cost-
ing has come down 40-50 per cent to a 
level where adoption is quick.”

The earliest and most eager adopters 
of rooftop solar have been commercial 
and industrial users, accounting for 544 
MW and 1,088 MW of capacity installa-
tion, as per Bridge to India. “They have 
large rooftops and large consumption, 
and are able to break even in 3-4 years,” 
Kanika Khanna, Director, SunkalpEn-
ergy, which brings together rooftop own-
ers and solar system installers, told Indi-
aSpend.

Across India, grid power tariffs vary 
by state, but generally, residential tariffs 
are subsidised and quite low for small us-
ers (roughly Rs 5 per kilowatt-hour), but 
get progressively higher for larger users 
(around Rs 7.75 per kilowatt-hour).

That makes the wealthier home-
owners also interested. For the vast ma-
jority of home-owners, however, the sub-
sidised power from the grid is so cheap 
that it does not make economic sense to 
spend on expensive solar power systems. 
This is why only 503 MW have been in-
stalled on private homes.

As an inducement, the renewables 
ministry gives home-owners a 30 per 
cent subsidy on the cost of equipment. 
“But the process is long-winded and 
involves many permissions,” Khanna 
said, which can take up to four months, 
“Though in some states you could wait 
for up to a year and a half!” For small re-
tail consumers such as households, that 
is too long a wait.

For this reason, “Nobody is look-
ing at subsidy anymore”, Agarwal said, 
“[Businesses] don’t want to get into the 
residential sector because the subsidy is 
not enough, the paperwork is too much, 

you are forced to use domestic equip-
ment that is not the best in the market, 
and then get an inflated invoice because 
companies want to claim more subsidy.” 

Installation businesses instead want 
to focus on commercial and industrial 
rooftops. But here, too, the government 
must urgently improve the ease of doing 
business, Agarwal said.

In addition to the various approvals 
mentioned before, commercial and in-
dustrial customers are held back by other 
regulatory hurdles. For one, most states’ 
net-metering policies allow a roof owner 
to inject into the grid only a proportion 
of their sanctioned off-take from the grid.

So, facilities such as warehouses, for 
instance, which need power only for 
lighting purposes and hence have small 
“sanctioned loads”, are prevented from 
installing greater rooftop generation ca-
pacity and using the full potential of their 
vast rooftops.

Perhaps the biggest challenge the 
rooftop solar segment faces is opposi-
tion from discoms. To keep residential 
tariffs low, utilities charge higher tariffs 
from commercial and industrial cus-
tomers to cross-subsidise residences. As 
high-paying commercial and industrial 
customers begin to use rooftop systems, 
their bills shrink, reducing discom rev-
enues and forcing them to further raise 
commercial and industrial users’ tariffs, 
setting off an adverse cycle.

In theory, utilities would gain as more 
users moved to rooftop systems because 
it would cut down their transmission 
and distribution losses -- recorded at a 
whopping 19 per cent in 2014. All rooftop 
capacity installed in their license areas 
also goes towards offsetting their renew-
able purchase obligations, under which 
discoms must source a portion of their 
power use from renewable sources.

However, at the moment, these ben-
efits are dwarfed by the drawbacks.

“In the current scenario, there is 
no incentive for discoms,” Vinay Rus-
tagi, Managing Director, Bridge to In-
dia, told IndiaSpend. “Not only do they 
lose their high tariff paying customers, 
they also have to undertake extra efforts 
to upgrade distribution infrastructure 
and provide free metering and banking 
services to rooftop solar projects.” Bank-
ing means injecting excess energy into 
the grid which can be later claimed at a 
charge.

Utilities need financial and opera-
tional support to encourage the rooftop 
segment, Rustagi said, and new business 
models must be devised which give dis-
coms the role of a service provider that 
gets compensated for its efforts of facili-
tating installation and use of rooftop so-
lar systems, as well as the loss of its busi-
ness.

To this end, the renewables ministry 
in December 2017 proposed a scheme, 
called Sustainable Rooftop Implemen-
tation for Solar Transfiguration of In-
dia (SRISTI), to make utilities the cen-
tral agencies responsible for installing 
rooftop solar power plants in the resi-
dential sector while offering them a sub-
sidy on installation costs in addition to 
incentives based on capacity added.

Some utilities support this scheme, 
saying their existing interface with con-
sumers can be put to good use. The trust 
that exists between the consumer and 
the utility is absent between the installer 
or the developer, Jitendra Nalwaya, Ad-
ditional Vice-president at the private 
utility BSES Delhi, told IndiaSpend. He 
said commercial and industrial rooftops 
account for larger volumes of capacity 
installation, but the residential segment 
is important to create a culture that gives 
renewable rooftop installations primacy 
in the interest of long-term sustainability. 

However, critics point out, a one-time 
subsidy is not enough. A June 2018 study 
by Council on Energy, Environment and 
Water (CEEW), BSES and Shakti Sus-
tainable Energy Foundation suggested 
several alternative business models that 
give utilities a central role in installing 
rooftop systems as well as in collecting 
user fees, from which they would earn 
revenue, while eliminating the need for 
rooftop owners to make any upfront ex-
penditure.

“Whichever models are eventually 
approved, effective implementation is 
the key as past moves have suffered 
from bureaucratic glitches,” Rustagi said, 
“Also, as electricity is a concurrent sub-
ject, buy-in from state governments is 
crucial for growth of this market.”

(In arrangement with IndiaSpend.
org, a data-driven, non-profit, public 

interest journalism platform, with 
whom Madhur Singh is a contributing 

editor. The views expressed are those 
of IndiaSpend. Feedback at respond@

indiaspend.org)

W
e in Assam acutely feel that some stake-
holders in the dispute over the National 
Register of Citizens in India are getting 
looked at from the wrong end of the tel-

escope. They are being reviled as brutal chauvinists. 
Some might fit that description, not everybody.

Does anybody care that the indigenes also have a 
serious problem with the Indian ruling classes and the 
so-called national media? Since the late 1970s, they 
have been protesting against being marginalised and 
turned into a powerless lot in their own homes. True, 
the saffron brigade has infiltrated the Assam Movement 
and introduced a toxic communal element to it. But 
that does not negate the fact that the Centre and state’s 
askew relationship had increasingly robbed indigenes 
of their power to decide how many guests they could 
welcome to their home.

While natural resources from the state were being 
furiously exploited and sometimes wasted for decades 
(natural gas, for example), a huge backlog of develop-
ment built up in this mockery of a federal state.

There is now rampant unemployment and landless-
ness. Natives are ill-equipped to deal with challenges of 
the modern economy, having been in the backwoods 
too long. On top of it, they have to compete with people 
more adept in meeting such challenges, but whose right 
to be here itself is under a cloud.

Agreed, that not everyone among them is an alien 
and the aggressive approach of the state and some fringe 

elements must be condemned. But such distortions of 
a legitimate constitutional exercise monitored by the 
Supreme Court cannot be dismissed as rank atrocities. 
It should be obvious that the governments at the Centre 
and the state have a lot to do with the distortions. But 
can anyone in their senses claim there has been no infil-
tration at all? There have to be proper but fair inquiries.

Some people are pontificating that all Assamese 
officials employed in checking proof of citizenship are 
biased and blind, and so people from Haryana or Tamil 
Nadu had better be employed. This is absurd. They will 
be quite at sea in the conditions here, unable to judge 
matters of utmost importance. Rather like Lord Rad-
cliffe deciding boundaries between East Pakistan and 
India by drawing a rough line on the map to the grief 
and harm of millions. Not neutrality, but blindness.

The call for human rights is an ideal goal, not a re-
ality during a period of transition. One cannot abolish 
national rights and entitlements at one stroke and re-
place them with human rights. A friend has pointed out 
that usually what happens is, first human rights lobbies 
kick up a row about abuse of human rights and paves 
the way for international gendarmes intervening and 
reducing countries to a heap of ruins. Lack of democ-
racy and human rights was the excuse for the Iraq war, 
which reduced Iraqis to desperate beggars squatting on 
foreign soil. So a bit of caution is needed on this issue.

The indisputable fact is that the democratic space 
for the rights of Muslims has been shrinking in India 
ever since independence. Today, they may be mur-
dered in broad daylight with impunity. This seems to 
have affected some Muslims during the preparation of 

the NRC. But that does not ipso facto prove the whole 
exercise bogus and mala fide. Millions of Muslims 
have found their names in it. Besides, people in Assam 
are still not hooked to the kind of venomous hatred of 
Muslims that seems to be thriving in North India. They 
should be helped to maintain this attitude and not 
pushed to the atrocious Hindu-Muslim hostility by mis-
guided concern.

The real history of the NRC is that it is not actually a 
diabolical plot by AASU, though they probably mooted 
it first. Lack of a consensus on the implications of the 
Assam Accord had actually thrown Assam into one of 
the darkest periods of her history. A variety of armed 
militants and the blind and brutal repression by the 
Army played havoc with normal life in Assam for three 
decades. Murders, abductions, deadly physical assaults 
and scores of massacres occurred during this period. 
Let it not be forgotten that Muslims bore the full brunt 
of it. In the 1990s, it was common for armed militants 
raiding camps of hapless refugees, gunning down 100 
people. The government could not provide any security.

It was at that time that Muslim clerical leaders, saner 
political elements and civil society groups came togeth-
er to reach an understanding. It was then that the Mus-
lims in Assam firmly committed to 1971 as cut-off year 
to verify citizenship to end the strife. The demand for an 
NRC gained traction only since then. It will be a danger-
ous precedent to renege on it and slowly push Assam 
back into bloody anarchy. Only the saffronista will gain 
from it and all others suffer. The media reported selec-
tive events while blacking out historic developments. 
That history needs to be recalled.
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Calli Tzani Pepelasi | The Conversation

Taponeel Mukherjee  | IANS

Louise Dunford  | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This could be a 
challenging day, Aries. You might receive a 
call that brings disconcerting news, making 
you angry or upset. You could be tempted 

to take it out on the caller, but don’t. He or she is just 
the messenger. Short trips in the neighborhood could 
find you in impossible traffic. If you have to go out to-
day, you might reach your destination more quickly by 
walking.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Vivid dreams 
are likely to cause you to wake up feeling 
angry for no clear reason, Taurus. You might 
want to take a close look at your dreams and 

try to analyze them so you can understand the source 
of your anger and how best to get over it. Later today, 
some disconcerting news about money is likely to 
prove groundless, so don’t get stressed out.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Either your lover 
or a colleague is likely to be irritable today, 
Gemini, which you might find upsetting. Bear 
in mind that this person’s mood probably has 

little, if anything, to do with you or anything you’ve 
said or done. Just stay out of the way until your friend 
gets over it. This isn’t a good day to host or attend social 
events or even accept invitations. Wait until tomorrow.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Too many unfin-
ished tasks may have you feeling pressured, 
Cancer, creating unnecessary stress. Pace 
yourself and don’t panic if you have to let some 

go for now. You’re probably feeling more sensitive than 
usual, so you might also pick up stress from the people 
around you. Take periodic breaks and go for a walk. This 
should clear your head and make things easier for you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Emotions run high 
as disagreements turn into quarrels among 
members of a group you’re affiliated with, 
Leo. Stay out of it. It won’t do you any good 

to get involved. Write your impressions and share them 
after tempers have cooled. You might want to make 
one final push toward reaching a personal goal, but 
forces beyond your control could block you. Try to re-
main patient.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Pressure to get 
unfinished tasks completed and new ones 
begun causes emotions to run high, Virgo. Ev-
eryone, including you, is likely to feel tired and 

stressed, and quarrels may erupt. It might be best if you 
focus on the tasks at hand and ignore the petty squab-
bles that crop up around you. This will keep your blood 
pressure down and reassure those you want to impress.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If you’re involved 
in a class or any kind of group activity or 
social situation, be prepared for quarrels to 
break out among people there, Libra. You 

could find this counterproductive and useless. You 
might be tempted to try to break in and put a stop to 
it. It’s best to stay out of it. Work out your frustration by 
walking home. You’ll feel better.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Frustration could 
tempt you to release that energy by spending a 
lot of money, Scorpio. You might overindulge in 
food or drink or resort to impulse buying. Treat 

yourself a little, but don’t go overboard. You don’t want to 
get an upset stomach, and you won’t want to have to take 
unwanted items back to the store. Get some exercise or 
throw your passion into creative pursuits.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Frustrated 
energy resulting from an inability to put plans 
into action could have your nerves on edge 
today, Sagittarius. You might be tempted to 

get into petty quarrels with those around you. Try to 
find other outlets for your energy in order to avoid this 
trap. There’s also the danger that you might take im-
pulsive action. Stop and think before you act or your 
efforts might be wasted.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Overwork 
and the resulting stress and nerve strain 
could result in tension headaches today, 
Capricorn. It might be a good idea to start 

the day pacing yourself and concentrating on the most 
pressing tasks. Don’t worry if you have to leave some 
for later. There’s a chance that others around you might 
get into some rather heated arguments. Stay out of it. 
This would only make you feel worse.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re prob-
ably feeling especially energetic but with 
little if any outlet for your energy, Aquarius. 
Increased irritability and frustration could 

tempt you to take it out on friends, children, or your 
significant other. On days like this you might want to 
consider jogging, yoga, or aerobics. These can produce 
endorphins that override the stress. Go for it.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A conflict be-
tween career and home obligations could 
arise today, Pisces. You may feel powerless, so 
it could make you feel irritable. Try to think 

clearly and find a solution for your conundrum, then 
act on it. Avoid the temptation to quarrel with others. 
Go for a good workout in the evening. Whether danc-
ing or jogging, just work off some of that frustration.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Childhood Bullying Can Cause Lifelong Psychological 
Damage – Here’s How to Spot the Signs and Move On

Auctions and Interest Rates in the Times of Renewable Energy Can Food Have Negative Calories? 
Nutritionist Debunks the Idea

C
hildhood bullying is so common 
that it may not seem like a big 
deal. Up to 35% per cent of people 
are estimated to have experienced 

it at some point. By adulthood, we are gen-
erally expected to have “got over” it. But the 
mental health effects of being bullied can 
be serious and last a lifetime. One study 
has even suggested that, when it comes 
to mental health, bullying is as harmful as 
child abuse, if not worse.

Approximately 20% of people who have 
been bullied experience some kind of men-
tal health problems later in life, even at the 
age of 50. While some of these, such as post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), are easy 
to spot, others may be more difficult to rec-
ognise. These can range from inexplicable 
bouts of anger to a lifetime of feeling infe-
rior to other people.

Although there has been an immense 
amount of research on bullying, most of it 
has focused on immediate effects, inter-
vention and prevention. So we need more 
research on long-term effects and new 
forms of bullying, such as online abuse.

That said, severe long-term effects of 
bullying are relatively well documented. 
Research has shown that victims of bully-
ing report more severe anxiety symptoms 
than others. Being bullied is also linked to 
social anxiety, which often lasts into adult-
hood and increases the risk of developing 
personality disorders.

Depression is another negative conse-
quence of bullying , which might lead to su-
icidal ideation and even suicide attempts. 

So if you are strug-
gling with depres-
sion or anxiety and 
have a history of 
being bullied, there 
may be a link.

One of the 
most severe con-
sequences is post 
traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD). 
Research has 
shown that 40.5% 
of girls and 27.6% 
of boys show PTSD 
symptoms at the time of being bullied. 
These individuals’ torment can sometimes 
follow them into later life. This can be trig-
gered by just remembering the bullying in-
cident or by related stimuli, such as visiting 
their school as adults or by encountering 
their bully in a different environment.

Trust and self-esteem
While people with severe depression, anxi-
ety or post traumatic stress disorder may 
actually seek help and uncover that bully-
ing could have played a part in their mental 
health problems, for many other people the 
signs are more subtle.

Self-esteem is an aspect that is both a 
risk factor and a consequence of bullying. It 
is not hard to see that children who are suf-
fering from repetitive bullying at school, at 
a time when they are still in the process of 
developing their personalities, could suffer 
a serious and lasting decline in self-esteem.

On the other hand, high self-esteem has 
been linked to bullying others. However, 
this effect seems to be moderated by other 

factors – high self-esteem is only linked to 
high bullying rates in schools which the 
students perceive to have a poor climate.

Another distinctive example is anger, 
which is a prerequisite of aggression and 
has been associated with both victimisa-
tion and perpetration of bullying. For the 
bullies, it is well recognised that, behind 
their abusive behaviour, lies the intention 
to hurt another individual – usually mo-
tivated by negative emotions such as ag-
gression, anger and hostility. But repeated 
bullying can also make victims more angry, 
which in turn maintains the cycle of bully-
ing. The main difference between bullies 
and victims is that bullies exhibit higher 
levels of proactive aggression (behaviour 
that anticipates a reward), whereas victims 
exhibit higher levels of reactive aggression 
(anger in response to a threat).

Bullying can also lead to health prob-
lems, alcohol and drug abuse, social with-
drawal and severe trust issues. For many 
victims who are trying to overcome the 
experience, the loss of trust is perhaps the 

most challenging 
consequence. But 
if nobody stands up 
for you at the time 
of being bullied, 
you begin to lose 
trust in your peers 
– and that may be 
for life.

It is also impor-
tant to note that 
bullying effects are 
often related. In 
other words, low 
self-esteem is re-

lated to depression, depression is related to 
suicidal ideation, and so on. Such relation-
ships lead victims to experience not one, 
but multiple bullying effects during their 
victimisation period and in their adult-
hood.

Dealing with the past
So what should you do if you suddenly re-
alise that bouts of anger or low self-esteem 
may have resulted from bullying that hap-
pened decades ago? One option is talking 
therapy or cognitive behavioural therapy. 
The latter involves training yourself to 
change your thinking and behaviour, tack-
ling for example negative thinking, social 
phobia or low self-esteem.

When it comes to anger, various studies 
have indicated that restorative justice tech-
niques – a mediation between the victim 
and the offender while promoting discus-
sion and forgiveness – could help. However, 
such practices can only benefit victims and 
bullies respectively if applied in a control-
led environment, such as the school, by a 

trained member of staff.
Some individuals take their own ini-

tiative to face their bully or victim in adult-
hood and either apologise for their past 
behaviour or seek answers for their victimi-
sation. However, they must keep in mind 
that such an encounter might have the ex-
act opposite results. Research shows that 
bullies often maintain an aggressive behav-
iour in adulthood. Therapy or counselling 
are usually therefore much better ways to 
deal with the consequences.

Perhaps the most important thing in 
order to get over traumatic bullying expe-
riences is to stop blaming yourself. There 
have been numerous studies indicating 
that this is very common and a result of 
wrongfully developed perceptions. For ex-
ample, it is well established that overweight 
children suffer higher levels of bullying 
than others. Such individuals may view 
their body mass or inability to “stand up for 
themselves” as the reason they were picked 
on. If these victims do not accept their in-
dividuality and stop self blaming, it can be 
very hard to heal the wounds.

Being bullied as a child in school, which 
is such a huge part of an individual’s world, 
is clearly a traumatic experience – it should 
come as no surprise that it may leave last-
ing scars. Luckily, there is plenty of help out 
there. And even if you don’t want to embark 
on getting therapy, just identifying the neg-
ative thinking patterns and behaviour that 
the bullying may have triggered can ulti-
mately help you change them and move on.

Calli Tzani Pepelasi is a lecturer in 
Investigative Psychology at University of 

Huddersfield

N
ews about the cancellation of renewable 
energy auctions demands urgent attention. 
Renewable energy generation and toll roads 
have primarily driven India’s infrastructure 

push in the recent past, especially to attract private in-
vestors. It is essential to tackle the current issues on an 
urgent basis to ensure that these two sectors continue 
to be a template for others to emulate.

The growth seen in India of renewable energy gen-
eration over the last five years has been driven to a large 
extent by a well-designed and transparent reverse-auc-
tion mechanism in utility-scale solar. One can gauge 
the importance of the auction process from the fact 
that utility-scale solar has contributed more than 90 
per cent of total solar energy capacity addition over the 
last eight years (according to Mercom India). An effec-
tive auction mechanism has improved investor confi-
dence and kick-started infrastructure creation.

While a competitive auction process and an ad-
equate number of bidders are essential for price dis-
covery in solar auctions, it is also vital that the auction 
results stay relevant. Indian solar auctions have seen 
participation from a multitude of developers.

This fact and the declining auction tariffs reflect the 
inherently competitive nature of the industry. The fact 
that the decline in solar panel and module prices over 
the last few years is reflected in declining auction tariffs 
demonstrates that project developers do not exhibit 
monopolistic behaviour and competitive prices are be-
ing passed on to consumers.

The fundamental issue with cancelling auctions, 
to re-auction projects, is it reduces faith in the auction 
mechanism itself. The market should be capable of 
pricing an asset knowing well that the contract is en-
forceable and will be enforced. Financiers fear chang-
ing regulations, and re-auctioning projects contrib-
utes significantly towards reducing the bankability of 
projects.

A higher risk-perception leads to a higher cost of 
capital, which in turn renders relatively lower return 
projects unfeasible. Therefore, tinkering with the auc-
tion mechanism such that the tool itself loses some 
credibility has a domino effect further down the chain. 
A market participant unsure of auction results might 
have a higher risk-perception of long-dated power pur-
chase agreements in the renewable energy projects. 
This spill-over effect will make it more challenging to 
plug the infrastructure financing gap in India.

Additionally, financiers and investors view regu-
latory regimes through the lens of a country. Just like 

a well-functioning toll road auction helps drum up 
interest across infrastructure, a poor experience in a 
segment in the infrastructure sector may dissuade in-
vestors from investing in the entire infrastructure eco-
system.

While both a large number of renewable energy de-
velopers and the consistently lower tariffs in auctions 
provide ample proof of the competitive nature of the 
renewable energy generation sector, the government 
can take additional measures to ensure that auctions 
meet their expectations going forward. For instance, if 
the government thinks a bid level is the highest “opti-
mum” bid, then it can set a cap on what the highest bid 
in the auction must be. While such tariff caps must be 
used sparingly, this mechanism can potentially avoid 
re-auctioning projects as tariff expectations are com-
municated.

The fact that, as market conditions change, renew-
able energy developers shift the auction bids, shows 
rationality and prudence on the part of the develop-
ers. For instance, it is possible that changing regulatory 
requirements such as safeguard duties on solar panels 
and modules may have had an impact through higher 
tariffs quoted at the auctions.

Besides modules and panels, interest rates are a sig-
nificant factor in determining the tariff auction rates. 
Interest rates determine the cost of debt, which in turn 
determines what the tariffs should be. The last five 
years have in general been a period of declining inter-
est rates. An interest rate regime with declining rates 
dramatically enables lower tariffs at auctions as the 
cost of financing declines.

With monetary policy tightening globally one can 
expect more volatility regarding interest rates moving 
forward. It would be reasonable to assume that a more 
volatile and higher interest rate regime will lead to in-
creased volatility around auction tariffs. A rational and 
long-term sustainable market must be one where de-
velopers do price in the required risk-premium.

In summary, we must ensure that robust auction 
mechanism continues to function in renewable energy 
generation. While it is essential to ensure a competi-
tive market, one must also allow for volatility in auction 
tariffs enabling developers to earn sustainable profits. 
Technological advancement may still lead to lower so-
lar auction tariffs, but a straight-line decline maybe a 
bit too much to expect.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development Tracks, 
an infrastructure advisory firm. Views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at taponeel.
mukherjee@development-tracks.com or @Taponeel 

on Twitter)

D
iets are everywhere, but could eating “nega-
tive calorie” foods, such as celery and grape-
fruit, help to boost weight loss?

A calorie is a unit of energy, usually ex-
pressed as kilocalories (kcal) for the energy content in 
food. The theory behind negative calorie foods is that 
some foods have lower calorie (energy) content than 
the amount of energy it takes to digest and absorb the 
food into the body. This sounds plausible, in theory. But 
in reality, even the lowest calorie foods, such as celery, 
contain more calories than it takes to break down and 
absorb them in the body.
Our energy needs are made up of three components:

• The energy needed to maintain a body at rest, 
which is the energy needed for our body to carry out its 
basic processes so we can live.

• The thermic effect of eating, which is the increase 
in metabolic rate after eating, while food is digested and 
absorbed.

• Additional energy needed for activity and exercise.

Of these, the thermic effect uses the fewest calories 
– about 10% of the energy we take in. In other words, 
about a tenth of the calories we eat are used to proc-
ess our food – this includes chewing our food, moving it 
through the digestive system, absorbing nutrients and 
storing excess energy.

Foods such as celery, grapefruit, broccoli, tomatoes 
and cucumber have all been touted as negative calo-
rie foods, but there is no scientific evidence to support 
this idea. Although they are very low calorie foods, with 
seven to 30 kcal per 100g, it still takes less energy than 
this to process them. This is because they contain large 
amounts of water and fibre, which have a very low en-
ergy cost.

Replace, don’t add
These foods are very useful for people who are trying to 
lose weight, as they contain a low number of calories. By 
replacing the food in your diet with some of these – for 
example, replacing a side portion of chips with a side 
salad – it is possible to lower your calorie intake consid-
erably. As an extra boost, they are full of nutrients, such 
as vitamins and minerals, and also contain a lot of fibre, 
which also has many benefits for your health.

It’s important to replace higher calorie items on 

a plate rather than add these fruit and vegetables to 
meals, as by simply adding healthy items you increase 
the overall calorie content. For example, a cheeseburger 
plus a salad contains more calories than a cheeseburger 
alone.

In order to lose weight, people need to use up more 
energy than the energy (calories) they eat and drink, 
but this is difficult. Research has shown that people 
tend to underestimate the calorie content of the food 
they consume, and they underestimate it by more if 
they are obese rather than normal weight.

Researchers have also shown that when people visit 
fast food chains with a healthier image, they underesti-
mate the calorie content of their meals, compared with 
the same meals at a restaurant with a less healthy image 
and may end up consuming more calories overall.

Another difficulty is keeping weight off in the long 
run. Many studies have shown the short-term benefits 
of diets to help with weight loss, but over 80% of people 
put the weight back on again over time. In many mod-
ern societies, there is easy access to cheap high-calorie 
foods, so it is difficult to resist high fat/sugar options on 
a permanent basis.

Unfortunately, negative calorie foods are a myth, 
and there is no easy way to lose weight and keep it off 
in the long run. Changing your food and drink options 
for healthier ones on a permanent basis is more likely 
to lead to sustained long-term weight loss than short-
term dieting alone.

Louise Dunford is a director of the Institute of Allied 
Health Sciences Research at De Montfort University
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Bihar minister quits over Muzaffarpur 
horror, defends husband 

SC seeks J-K govt’s reply on plea alleging 
custodial torture of Kathua case witness

Cong. to repay loan of Raj. 
farmer who committed suicide

Karunanidhi laid to rest on Marina by his mentor’s side 43 injured in fire at BPCL’s Mumbai plant

Had Nehru not been self-centered, partition 
wouldn’t have happened — Dalai Lama 

What public good law on adultery serves, asks SC

Unregistered shelter homes face closure, says Centre 

PTI

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama waves before his interaction 
with students and faculty at the Goa Institute of Management, in 
Panaji on Wednesday.

PTI

The main accused in the Muzaffarpur shelter home case Brajesh Thakur, seen here after a woman 
allegedly threw ink on him while he was being taken to a special POCSO court, in Muzaffarpur on 
Wednesday.

Patna, Aug. 8 (IANS): Bihar 
Social Welfare Minister 
Manju Verma on Wednes-
day resigned over the rape 
of young girls at a shelter 
home in Muzaffarpur but 
strongly defended her hus-
band despite his alleged 
friendship with a key ac-
cused.

“My husband was in-
nocent yesterday, he is 
innocent today and will be 
proved innocent tomor-
row,” an unfazed Verma 
told the media.

“But I resigned on 
moral grounds after me-
dia reports of call details 
revealed that my husband 
had spoken to Brajesh 
Thakur 17 times,” she said.

She quit after being 
asked to by Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, according 
to an official in the Chief 
Minister’s Office.

“Manju Verma visited 
the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence and met Nitish Ku-
mar for over 30 minutes. 
After that she resigned,” 
said the official.

Ma n j u  Ve r m a  e x -
pressed her anger over 
repeated demands for 
her resignation by the op-
position and the media 
and insisted that her hus-
band Chandrasekhar alias 
Chandeshwar Verma was 
innocent. 

The Patna High Court 
is monitoring the CBI 
probe into the shocking 
rape of 34 minor girls at 
the Muzaffarpur shelter 
home, a horror that has 
caused nationwide out-
rage.

Although Chief Min-

Chennai, Aug. 8 (IANS): DMK 
patriarch and former Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi 
was buried beside his mentor 
C.N. Annadurai on the sands of 
Marina beach here on Wednes-
day after his party clinched a 
midnight legal battle as lakhs of 
commoners wept, pushed and 
jostled for space to bid adieu to 
their leader, causing a stampede 
that killed two mourners and 
injured many.

After a two-hour funeral pro-
cession covering a distance of 
less than 3 km headed by the late 
leader’s son and DMK Working 
President M.K. Stalin wound its 
way from Rajaji Hall to the Marina 
shores, the tri-colour wrapped 
body with his trademark black 
shades and yellow stole still in tact 
was interred in a freshly dug grave 
with soldiers giving him a state 
funeral with full military honours.

A military band played “Hon-
ouring Those Who Served” as the 
casket was taken from the cortege 
to the grave. Buglers sounded the 
last post and gunners fired a 21-
gun salute after the body of the 
94-year-old five-time Chief Min-
ister was lowered at 7 p.m. amid a 
crescendo of slogans. 

As Karunanidhi’s body on a 
flower-decked military vehicle 
began its last journey from Ra-
jaji Hall, tens of thousands of 
emotionally-charged men and 
women lined up on both sides of 
the road to Marina, shouting slo-

gans hailing the departed leader 
for his services to the poor and the 
downtrodden.

In keeping with his rationalist 
beliefs, Karunanidhi’s body in a 
sandalwood casket was lowered 
into the earth without religious rit-
uals. As per his wish, the wordings 
-- “The person who had worked 
without rest is resting here” -- 
were sculpted on the casket.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and a galaxy of national 
opposition leaders joined the 
sea of mourners from across 
Tamil Nadu who swelled outside 
Rajaji Hall where the body was 
kept since morning for public 
homage.

Some of the leaders, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi, Naidu, former 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gow-
da, Azad and Trinamool Con-
gress leader Derek O’Brien joined 
the top party leaders, including 
95-year-old DMK General Secre-
tary K. Anbalagan, and members 
of Karunanidhi family at the burial 
site. 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee flew into Chen-
nai on Tuesday night and vis-
ited the Gopalapuram residence 
to pay her last respects. Stalin 
greeted them as the procession 
reached its destination. Union 
Ministers Pon Radhakrishnan 
and Ramdas Athawle were also 
present. Tamil Nadu Fisheries 
Minister D. Jayakumar repre-

sented the AIADMK government.
Stalin and his sister Selvi broke 

down and cried inconsolably at 
the Marina beach before the body 
of the patriarch was interred. Sta-
lin had wept in the morning too 
after the DMK won the legal battle 
for a burial place space.

Tamil Nadu Governor Ban-
warilal Purohit, Chief Minister 
E. Palaniswamy, his deputy O. 
Panneerselvam and a number 
of cabinet ministers also placed 
wreaths and paid homage at Rajaji 
Hall in the morning even as a legal 
battle was on against the AIADMK 
government’s order allotting a 
burial place for Karunanidhi on 
Sardar Patel road.

After a long, midnight hearing, 
a two-judge bench of the Madras 
High Court headed by acting Chief 
Justice H. Ramesh rejected the 
government’s contention and per-
mitted the burial on the Marina 
beach. It also asked the govern-
ment to take all steps to assist in 
the process.

A bevy of personalities from 
the entertainment world, includ-
ing superstars Rajinikanth and 
Kamal Haasan and yesteryear 
stars, paid their respects to a lead-
er who was long associated with 
the cinema through his powerful 
dialogue writing and screenplay 
scripting.

Chaos struck near Rajaji Hall, 
the British-built banquet hall in 
the sprawling government estate, 
where lakhs gathered eager to 

have a last glimpse of the leader. 
Their attempts to get near the 
casket resulted in commotion. 
Police used force to bring the 
situation under control but two 
people, including a 60-year-old-
woman, lost their lives in the 
stampede. At least 35 people were 
injured.

Modi, who flew from Delhi 
in a special plane in the morn-
ing, laid a wreath on the body at 
Rajaji Hall. After going around the 
casket, the Prime Minister patted 
Stalin and Karunanidhi’s daughter 
Kanimozhi, an MP, and comforted 
them with words of solace. The 
Prime Minister later tweeted that 
though Karunanidhi “is dead, 
he lives in the heart of crores of 
people.”

In Delhi, as the two Houses of 
Parliament paid homage to the 
last link of the Dravidian era and 
adjourned for the day, the central 
government observed a day of na-
tional mourning. The national flag 
flew half-mast and all government 
functions were cancelled.

The leader of the DMK for 50 
long years and without doubt one 
of India’s most experienced politi-
cians, Karunanidhi breathed his 
last owing to age-related ailments 
in a private hospital here on Tues-
day evening. 

There was a complete shut-
down in the city and across the 
state. The government declared a 
public holiday as a mark of respect 
to Karunanidhi.

Mumbai, Aug. 8 (IANS): At least 43 
persons were injured in a massive 
fire that erupted in Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) refin-
ery here on Wednesday afternoon, 
officials said.

The incident took place in the 
BPCL refinery located at Mahul in 
Chembur, in the eastern Mumbai 
suburbs.

According to locals and eyewit-
nesses, the fire, which was followed 
by a loud explosion, with thick black 
smoke emanating, was visible from 
several kms away, while the blast 
was heard in places as far as Powai 
and Sion.

A BPCL spokesperson later 
said that the fire erupted in the 
compressor shed of a hydrocracker 
plant within the plant complex after 
a leakage of an oil-water mixture in 
an adjoining plant.

“The incident, which occurred 
around 2.45 p.m and the resultant 
raging fire, was initially handled by 
the BPCL’s inhouse firefighters. 

The affected plant has been 
shut down, though other opera-
tions in the complex are function-
ing normally,” the spokesperson 
told IANS.

Later, nearly two dozen fire ten-
ders and five jumbo tankers were 
also rushed to the site by the Mum-

bai Fire Brigade to help battle the 
blaze.

Fire tenders were also sent by the 
BMC, HPCL, BARC, RCF and MDL 
to help combat the conflagration 
which was brought under control by 
late evening.

The BPLC said that 20 of the in-
jured persons were attended by the 
BPCL Medical Centre and allowed 
to go while the remaining 23 were 
shifted to the private Inlaks Hospital 
for further treatment.

At least four were under obser-
vation by the medical teams and 
the condition of one was described 
as serious by the police. A majority 
have suffered fractures or lacera-
tions following the blast.

There are several residential col-
onies and slums around the BPCL 
plant besides sensitive installations 
like a HPCL plant, Tata Power unit 
and Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilis-
ers plant.

This is second major incident 
involving a BPCL establishment in 
the past 10 months in the Mumbai 
region.

Last year, on October 7, a light-
ning strike had caused a major fire 
in a a massive oil storage tank on 
Butcher Island, off Mumbai shore, 
which was extinguished after four 
days.

Panaji, Aug. 8 (IANS): Had 
Jawaharlal Nehru not been 
self-centred, India and 
Pakistan would have been 
one country, the Dalai 
Lama said on Wednesday, 
adding that while Nehru 
was gifted with experi-
ence, mistakes do occur.

“Mahatma Gandhi 
wanted to give the prime 
ministership to (Moham-
mad Ali) Jinnah. But Ne-
hru refused. He was self-
centred. He said, ‘I wanted 
to be Prime Minister’. India 
and Pakistan would have 
been united (had Jinnah 
been made Prime Minister 
at the time). Pandit Nehru 
is very experienced.

 But mistakes do hap-
pen,” the Dalai Lama said 
in response to a question 
from a student during an 
interaction held at the 
Goa Institute of Managa-

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
asked the Centre “what 
public good” the penal 
law on adultery served 
as it provides that no of-
fence would be made if 
the husband of a woman 
approves the adulterous 
relationship.

A five-judge constitu-
tion bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
which is hearing peti-
tions challenging Section 
497 of the IPC, was told 
by the Centre that adul-
tery is a crime because it 
damages marriage as an 
institution and family.

Additional Solicitor 
General Pinky Anand, 
appearing for the Cen-
tre, commenced her ar-
guments by saying that 
adultery has been made 
an offence by keeping 
in mind the sanctity of 
marriage as an institu-
tion.

“What is the sanctity 
of marriage here. If con-
sent of husband is taken 
then there is no adultery,” 

the bench said.
“What is this consent. 

There will be no offence 
if the husband consents 
to this relationship. What 
is this? What is the collec-
tive public good in sec-
tion 497 to hold that this 
(adultery) is an offence,” 
the bench, also compris-
ing Justices R F Nariman, 
A M Khanwilkar,  D Y 
Chandrachud and Indu 
Malhotra, said.

The observation came 
when the Centre said that 
adultery should continue 
as penal offence as it pos-
es a threat to sanctity of 
marriage.

Anand also said that 
judgement of foreign ju-
risdictions which had set 
aside adultery as a crimi-
nal offence should not be 
taken into account and 
the instant matter has 
to be decided on social 
conditions prevalent in 
India.

Referring to the in-
consistencies in the pe-
nal provision, the bench 
said that the burden of 

maintaining the sanc-
tity of marriage rests only 
with the woman and not 
the husband.

The advancing of ar-
guments by the ASG will 
continue in the after-
noon.

Section 497 of the 
158-year-old IPC says: 
“Whoever has sexual in-
tercourse with a person 
who is and whom he 
knows or has reason to 
believe to be the wife of 
another man, without the 
consent or connivance 
of that man, such sexual 
intercourse not amount-
ing to the offence of rape, 
is guilty of the offence of 
adultery.” 

On January 5, the apex 
court referred to a five-
judge constitution bench 
the plea challenging the 
validity of the penal law 
on adultery.

The court had taken 
a prima facie view that 
though the criminal law 
proceeds on “gender neu-
trality”, the concept was 
absent in Section 497.

The Women and Child 
Development Ministry 
has directed child care in-
stitutes (CCIs) and shelter 
homes across the country 

to register themselves with 
the government within 
two months and get a so-
cial audit done, ministry 
sources said.

“The institutes not reg-
istered within two months 
will be shut down and the 
girls living there will be 
shifted to a better and reg-

ister Nitish Kumar earlier 
defended Manju Verma, 
he promised at the same 
time that no one would be 
spared if found guilty.

“I demand through you 
(media) to the High Court 
to bring out CDR (call de-
tails record) of Brajesh 
Thakur and make it clear 
whether my husband was 
the only one who was talk-
ing to him or there were 
other people too.”

According to reports, 

the Minister’s husband 
and Brajesh Thakur, a 
journalist, spoke over the 
phone 17 times between 
January and May this year.

The CBI is reportedly 
looking into the CDR of 
Brajesh Thakur’s three mo-
bile numbers he was using 
before being arrested in 
the case.

Brajesh Thakur has ad-
mitted that he used to talk 
to Chandeshwar Verma on 
telephone regularly.

Rashtriya Janata Dal 
and Congress leaders have 
alleged that Manju Verma’s 
husband used to visit reg-
ularly the shelter home of 
Brajesh Thakur where the 
rapes took place. 

The Muzaffarpur case 
came to light when the Bi-
har Social Welfare Depart-
ment filed an FIR based on 
a social audit of the shelter 
home conducted by the 
Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ences, Mumbai.

istered centre. The min-
istry has already started 
closing unregistered cen-
tres,” an official of the Min-
istry told IANS.

The government move 
comes in the wake of al-
leged rape of members 
of a girls’ home in Bihar’s 
Muzaffarpur and another 
in Deoria, Uttar Pradesh. 

The Ministy also said 
it has issued notice for a 
social audit of over 9,000 
CCIs across the country 
within 60 days. The social 
audit will be conducted by 
the National Commission 
for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR).

“The new pro forma 
of the audit will have total 
assessment of the condi-
tion in which the children 
are living. It will not be 
a mere counting of ba-
sic facilities,” the official 
added.

Last week, Women 
and Child Development 
Minister Maneka Gandhi 
had asked for setting up 
Child Welfare Committees 
(CWCs) at the state and 
district levels for regular 
monitoring of the Special-
ised Adoption Agencies 
(SAA) and CCIs.

The minister had also 
said the district magis-
trates and district collec-
tors should take respon-
sibility of monitoring the 
adoption programmes 
which are implemented at 
the district level. 

She also directed the 
officials to streamline the 
adoption process and en-
sure its completion within 
the stipulated time.

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
sought response from the 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment on a plea by Talib 
Hussain, a key witness in 
the sensational Kathua 
gang rape-and-murder 
case, alleging custodial 
torture by the state police 
in an alleged fake rape 
case.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
considered the submis-
sion of senior advocate 
Indira Jaising that Hussain 
had been brutally tortured 
in police custody and ju-
dicial intervention was 
needed.

The bench also com-
prising Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chan-
drachud asked the senior 
lawyer to explain as to how 
a writ of habeas corpus 
(produce the body) can 

be filed in the present case 
as the accused, Hussain, 
is in lawful custody of the 
police.

Jaising referred to a Su-
preme Court judgement 
and said that such a peti-
tion can be filed even in 
case of custodial torture.

The bench asked the 
state government to file 
the response in a week and 
asked the lawyers to serve 
a copy of the petition on 
the advocate general of 
the state.

It also permitted the 
woman, who had lodged 
an FIR against Hussain 
alleging rape, to file an 
application seeking to in-
tervene in the matter.

The bench posted the 
matter for further hearing 
on August 21.

The court was hearing 
the submission of a close 
relative of Hussain, seek-

ing urgent hearing on the 
plea. 

The relative of Hussain 
sought his protection in 
police custody and alleged 
that he had been brutally 
beaten up in the alleged 
fake rape case.

The habeas corpus writ 
petition, filed by a cousin 
of the witness, alleged that 
Hussain had been kept in 
illegal detention and was 
being subjected to custo-
dial torture.

Hussain is a key wit-
ness in the Kathua case, 
in which an eight-year-
old girl from a minority 
nomadic community was 
abducted and gang-raped 
in January.

The state police’s crime 
branch, which probed the 
case, filed the main charge 
sheet against seven peo-
ple and a separate charge 
sheet against a juvenile.

Jaipur, Aug. 8 (PTI): Congress today an-
nounced that it will settle all dues of a 
debt-ridden farmer in who had commit-
ted suicide in Rajasthan’s Nagaur district.

Manglaram Meghwal, 36, had taken 
a loan of INR 2.98 lakh from a bank and 
had repaid a part of it. Upon receiving a 
seizure notice from the bank, informing 
him that his land will be auctioned to re-
cover the dues, he hung himself from the 
ceiling of his house on Sunday.

After visiting the family of the 
Dalit farmer, Rajasthan Congress chief 
Sachin Pilot lashed out at Chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje and accused her of ig-
noring the plight of small and marginal 
farmers.

A marginal Dalit farmer who was 

differently-abled committed suicide due 
to debt burden. The government is ignor-
ing the plight of the farmers and is not 
helping them,” he said in Nagaur.

“After visiting the family, I decided that 
Congress will pay all the dues that the 
family owes to the bank, he added.

Pilot also slammed Raje’s ‘Gaurav 
Yatra’ saying that the CM was busy in 
taking out a rally promoting herself not 
bothered by the plight of the state’s poor 
farmers.

Here the shav yatra (funeral proces-
sion) of a Dalit farmer is being taken out 
and the chief minister is busy with her 
Gaurav Yatra. This is unfair and the chief 
minister should see what is happening on 
the ground, the PCC chief said.

ment in North Goa’s San-
quelim village, located 
nearly 30 km from Panaji.

The Dalai Lama gave 

the Nehru analogy, in re-
sponse to a question from 
a student who sought to 
know from the Tibetan 

leader, about how one 
can be sure-footed about 
one’s decisions and how 
to avoid committing mis-
takes in life.

The Dalai Lama was 
a key note speaker on the 
subject “Today’s Relevance 
of India’s Ancient Knowl-
edge” organised as part 
of the celebrations hosted 
by the Goa Institute of 
Management, which is 
completing 25 years of its 
existence.

Preceding the inter-
action, the Dalai Lama 
spoke extensively on In-
dia’s ability to merge its 
rich traditional knowledge 
with modern facets of edu-
cation.

“India has a culture 
deeply rooted in tradition 
and knowledge. The land 
of ahimsa is a cauldron 
of traditional knowledge 

includes the art of medita-
tion, compassion, secular-
ism and more” the Dalai 
Lama said.

While acknowledging 
that the British sowed the 
seeds of the modern style 
of education as we know 
it today, he remarked that 
India is probably the only 
country which can find the 
right balance between its 
traditional knowledge and 
modern education.  

He also emphasised 
the need to create dialogue 
and debate on a range of 
subjects which can aid 
aspiring B-school students 
to learn, analyse and gain 
new experiences. 

“We need more people 
to come together and talk 
and debate on aspects 
linked to India’s ancient 
knowledge such as ahimsa 
and compassion. 
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Colombia’s President Ivan Duque receives the presidential sash from Congress President Ernesto Macias 
during his inauguration ceremony in Bogota, Colombia, Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2018. 

Bogota, Aug. 8 (IANS): Ivan Duque has been 
sworn in as the Colombian President in a 
ceremony held on the Plaza de Bolivar here.

The Conservative political newcomer, 
who at 42 is the youngest Colombian 
President ever, was elected in June after 
a divisive election campaign where he 
saw off left-wing rival Gustavo Petro, BBC 
reported. 

After taking his oath, Duque, who suc-
ceeds two-term President Juan Manuel 
Santos, administered the oath of office to 
his Vice President, Marta Lucia Ramirez, 
the first woman in Colombia’s history to 
take that office.

In his inaugural address on Tuesday, the 
former lawyer pledged to tackle corruption 
and invigorate the economy and said that 
he wants to overcome the ideological divi-
sions and the social fragmentation existing 
in the country. 

“I want to govern Colombia with un-

breakable values and principles, overcom-
ing with popular dialogue, the divisions of 
the left and the right and the prickly feelings 
that invite social fracture. I want to govern 
Colombia with a spirit to build, never to 
destroy,” President Duque said.

He also vowed to change the peace deal 
with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (Farc) rebel group.

His political platform is considered 
business-friendly after he pledged to cut 
taxes and boost investment in Colombia’s 
economy.

The new President assumes power at a 
time of heightened tension with neighbour 
Venezuela. Earlier this week, Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro accused the out-
going Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos of an assassination attempt at a 
military event in Caracas. 

The allegation was described as “base-
less” by Bogota.

Geneva (Switzerland), Aug. 8 
(IANS): The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
on Wednesday urged Myanmar to 
take back the Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh.

On June 6, the UNHCR and 
UNDP signed a memorandum of 
understanding to create favourable 
conditions for Rohingya refugees to 
return to their places of origin or of 
their choice.

“Two months since the signing 
of the tripartite MoU between UN-

HCR, UNDP and the government of 
Myanmar, both UN bodies are urg-
ing Myanmar authorities to make 
tangible progress to improve condi-
tions in Rakhine State,” the agen-
cies said in a joint statement. “The 
Myanmar government’s willingness 
to take the lead in the implementa-
tion of this agreement is critical to 
creating conditions conducive for 
the voluntary, safe, dignified and 
sustainable return of Rohingya 
refugees,” said the statement cited 
by Efe news.

The UN agencies earlier said 

that the MoU was the first step in 
helping the government create safe 
conditions by supporting develop-
ment projects in Rakhine, home of 
majority of the 800,000 people who 
fled their homes to escape sectarian 
violence in Myanmar.

“The government has taken 
some encouraging steps since the 
MoU was signed (...) However, sub-
stantial progress is urgently needed 
in three key areas (...) granting effec-
tive access in Rakhine State, ensur-
ing freedom of movement for all 
communities; and addressing the 

root causes of the crisis,” the state-
ment said.

The agencies said their officials 
should be granted unrestricted 
access to all parts of the state and 
be able to interview local com-
munities.

They also requested for basic 
services to be provided to all state 
communities, regardless of religion, 
ethnicity or nationality.

The UN reported that members 
of the Rohingya community still do 
not have freedom of movement, 
cannot work, neither go to school 

nor have access to health services, 
largely due to Myanmar authorities’ 
refusal to grant them citizenship 
rights.

The Rohingya exodus began on 
August 25, 2017, following an attack 
by a Rohingya rebel group to which 
the Myanmar Army retaliated with 
a violent military campaign in Ra-
khine against this mostly Muslim 
ethnic minority. 

The UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights had described the 
crackdown as “ethnic cleansing” 
with elements of genocide.

Tehran, Aug. 8 (IANS): Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani on 
Wednesday told North Korea’s 
Foreign Minister not to trust 
the US, following the US de-
cision to impose economic 
sanctions on the Islamic Re-
public.

The sanctions on Iran 
came into force on Tues-
day, three months after US 
President Donald Trump an-
nounced that his country had 
pulled out from the 2015 nu-
clear accord signed by Iran 
and the G5+1, made up of 
Russia, China, the UK, France, 
the US and Germany plus the 
European Union.

“The US administration’s 
performance in these years 
has led the country to be 
considered untrustworthy 
and unreliable around the 
world that does not meet 
any of its obligations,” Rou-
hani said in his warning to Ri 
Yong Ho.

“In the current situation, 
friend countries should de-
velop their relations and co-
operation in international 
communities alongside each 
other,” he added.

Rouhani explained that 

his country and North Korea 
had “supported each other 
in many critical international 
points and the global commu-
nity,” referring to the pressures 
both countries have gone 

through to dismantle their 
nuclear weapons.  

Ri started his visit to Te-
hran on Tuesday and met his 
Iranian counterpart Moham-
ed Javad Zarif.

Karachi, Aug. 8 (PTI): Two more 
girls’ schools have been burnt 
down by unidentified persons 
in Pakistan amid a spate of 
such incidents that have raised 
concerns over the safety of edu-
cational institutions which are 
often attacked by the militants 
opposing women’s education, a 
media report said today.

This is the second major 
incident of attack on educa-
tional institutions in Pakistan 
in a week. On Friday, unknown 
militants had set 12 schools, 

half of them all-girls’, on fire 
in the country’s north Gilgit 
Baltistan. Yesterday’s attack 
took place in Pishin district of 
the restive Balochistan prov-
ince. No casualty was reported 
in the incidents as nobody was 
in the school in the night time, 
Duniya News reported. 

Girls’ schools are often at-
tacked in the northern areas of 
Pakistan.

In December 2011, at least 
two girls’ schools were partially 
damaged in low-intensity ex-

plosions in Chilas.
In 2004, girls’ schools in 

Chilas came under a string of 
attacks. Nine schools of which 
eight were girls’ schools were 
attacked and destroyed in five 
days in the area in February.

Terrorists have also blown 
up educational institutions in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Fed-
erally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA). According to a report, 
about 1,500 schools have been 
destroyed in the tribal belt dur-
ing the last 10 years. 

Caracas, Aug. 8 (IANS): The Venezuelan government has 
released several videos as evidence of the August 4 assassi-
nation attempt on its President Nicolas Maduro, claiming 
that $50 million were offered to the attackers.

The videos were broadcasted on the state radio and 
television network during a statement by President Nicolas 
Maduro on Tuesday, Efe news reported.

According to the Venezuelan government, the perpe-
trators had received training in drone control and explo-
sives in the Colombian Department of Norte de Santander.

Maduro said that the “terrorists” had received orders to 
fly two drones with explosives to make an attempt on his 
life as well on the political and military leaders accompa-
nying him on stage during the 81st anniversary celebration 
of the Bolivarian National Guard (GNB).

The Venezuelan Prosecutor’s Office notified that it had 
identified all the authors of the attack and the government 
revealed the identities of five of the perpetrators.

Among them were retired sergeants of the GNB and 
an immigration official who was in charge of facilitat-
ing free passage to the attackers between Venezuela and 
Colombia.

Maduro claimed that all of them were also implicated 
in the violent attacks during the 2014 and 2017 anti-gov-
ernment protests. 

“I am sure they will get the toughest sentence. They all 
are part of the (violent) group Guarimberos, participants 
in the political organisations of the Venezuelan right,” he 
added.

Kuala Lumpur, Aug. 8 (PTI/AP): 
Former Malaysian Prime Minister 
Najib Razak pleaded not guilty 
today to three new money-launder-
ing charges related to the alleged 
multibillion-dollar looting of a state 
investment fund that led to his stun-
ning electoral defeat three months 
ago.

Dressed in a grey suit, Najib was 
calm and spoke softly as he entered 
his plea in the High Court. He has 
previously accused Malaysia’s new 
government of seeking political 
vengeance and vowed to clear his 
name in his trial.

Najib, 65, had pleaded not guilty 
last month to abuse of power and 
three counts of criminal breach of 

trust.
All of the charges against him in-

volve the transfer of 42 million ringgit 
( 10.3 million) into his bank accounts 
from SRC International, a former unit 
of the 1MDB fund that international 
investigators say was looted of bil-
lions by Najib’s associates.

Abuse of power and breach of 
trust carry a maximum penalty of 20 
years in prison for each count. Each 
money-laundering count carries a 
penalty of up to 15 years in prison 
and a fine of not less than five times 
the sum laundered.

Najib set up 1MDB when he took 
power in 2009 for the stated purpose 
of promoting economic develop-
ment, but the fund amassed billions 

in debts and is being investigated in 
the U.S. and several other countries 
for alleged cross-border embezzle-
ment and money laundering.

After leaked documents exposed 
the scandal, Najib sacked critics in his 
government, muzzled the media and 
quashed investigations. Public anger 
led to the defeat of Najib’s long-ruling 
coalition in May 9 elections and ush-
ered in the first change of power since 
Malaysia gained independence from 
Britain in 1957.

The new government reopened 
the investigations stifled under Na-
jib’s rule and barred him and his wife 
from leaving the country. Police also 
seized jewelry and valuables valued 
at more than 1.1 billion ringgit ( 270.2 

million) from properties linked to 
Najib.

His case Wednesday was heard by 
a new judge after the previous judge, 
who is the brother of a senior official 
in Najib’s Malay party, was transferred 
to another court.

Najib’s lawyer Muhammad Shafee 
Abdullah questioned why the previ-
ous judge was suddenly transferred 
out even though there were no ap-
plications to remove him. Prosecu-
tors said the transfer of judges was a 
normal procedure. 

The court will resume Friday to 
hear a bid by Shafee for a gag order 
to bar the media from reporting on 
the merits of the case. The judge is 
expected to set trial dates then. 

Islamabad, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
Taking a swipe at Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Justice 
(retd) Sardar Muhammad 
Raza, Pakistan’s Chief Jus-
tice Saqib Nisar said that 
he called him thrice on the 
polling day but he didn’t 
pick up and was likely sleep-
ing.

Chief Justice Nisar made 
the comments during the 
hearing of a case regarding 
the rejection of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) can-
didate Abida Raja’s nomina-
tion papers for a reserved 
seat, The News reported.

During the hearing, the 
chief justice said that he was 
astonished at the current 
state of the Election Com-
mission.

Chief Justice Nisar said 
that he called the chief elec-
tion commissioner thrice 
on the polling day but he 
didn’t pick up and was 
likely sleeping, the paper 
reported.

Pakistanis voted on July 
25 in a tense election to 
choose a new government. 
At least 35 people were 
killed in an Islamic State sui-
cide attack and poll-related 
violence on the polling day.

The chief justice said it 
was a smooth sailing on the 
election day, until the Elec-
tion Commission messed 
up.

He expressed displeas-
ure over the failure of the 
Result Transmission System 
during the elections, saying 
the election commission 
spent millions on the tech-
nology yet it failed. 

He wondered how the 
election commission was 
being run.

Jakarta, Aug. 8 (IANS): The 
death toll from Sunday’s 
devastating earthquake 
on the Indonesian island 
of Lombok climbed to 347 
on Wednesday as rescu-
ers continued searching 
through the rubble, still 
hoping to find survivors, 
the National Disaster Man-
agement Agency said.

The agency’s spokes-
man Sutopo Purwo Nu-
groho confirmed the toll. 
The majority of people died 
in Kayangan, on the north 
side of the island, accord-
ing to the state-run Antara 
news agency. 

Another 1,447 people 
were injured and 165,003 
were displaced by the 6.9 
magnitude quake, Nugro-
ho told the news agency 
earlier.

Around 200,000 people 
live in northern Lombok, 
a mountainous region, ac-
cording to the 2010 cen-
sus. On Tuesday, the gov-
ernment estimated that 
20,000 people were in need 
of assistance, with around 

80 per cent of buildings 
destroyed, as aid workers 
struggled to reach those af-
fected by the disaster.

“We are concerned aid 
trucks can’t get through 
because of the debris and 
there are also landslides 
happening,” Husni Husni, 
a Jarkarta-based represent-
ative for the Red Cross, told 
CNN.

“A lot of people are 
displaced and many have 
migrated to the hilly and 
mountainous areas be-
cause of fear of a tsunami.”

Meanwhile, the disas-
ter management agency 
said on Tuesday that all 
of the 2,000 tourists on 
the Gili Islands had been 
evacuated.

Dramatic video tweet-
ed by authorities showed 
hundreds of people, many 
believed to be foreign va-
cationers, crammed onto a 
beach on the island of Gili 
Trawangan as evacuation 
measures got underway.

Dozens of injured peo-
ple were being treated in 

tents temporarily set up in 
the northwest of the island, 
as the centre was damaged 
by the quake.

Aid reached many of 
the survivors, but there was 
still a lack of food, water 
and tents in areas difficult 
to access.

Lombok is known for 

Mount Rinjani volcano 
and comprises about 4,500 
sq km of land area. It is 
located east of the popular 
tourist destination island 
of Bali.

A week earlier, on July 
29, another magnitude-6.4 
earthquake hit Lombok 
and left 16 people dead, 355 

injured and 1,500 buildings 
destroyed. 

Indonesia is situated 
within the so-called Pa-
cific Ring of Fire, an area 
known for heavy seismic 
and volcanic activity, which 
cause about 7,000 tremors 
a year, mostly of moderate 
intensity.

New York, Aug. 8 (PTI): A US Navy veteran has 
been sentenced to three consecutive life sentences 
on hate crime charges for killing Indian engineer 
Srinivas Kuchibhotla and wounding two others 
after he thought they were Iranians at a suburban 
Kansas City bar last year.

Adam Purinton of Olathe shot and killed 
Kuchibhotla, and wounded two others Indian 
national Alok Madasani and Kansas resident Ian 
Grillot at Austins Bar & Grill in Olathe, Kansas, in 
February 2017.

Earlier this year, he pleaded guilty in federal 
court to hate crime and firearm offenses arising 
out of the shooting.

At his federal guilty-plea hearing, Purinton 
admitted in open court that he targeted and shot 
Kuchibhotla and Madasani because of their race, 
colour, and national origin, and that he shot Grillot 
during an attempt to flee the scene of the crime.

Purinton had also pleaded guilty in state court 
to charges of murder and attempted murder, and 
has been sentenced to a term of life imprisonment 
in state prison.

The sentences handed down in federal court 
yesterday will run consecutively to another life 
sentence 53-year-old Purinton previously received 
for first-degree murder in Johnson County District 
Court.

“The crimes at issue in this case are detest-
able,” Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in a 
statement.

“The defendant acted with clear premedita-
tion in murdering one man, and attempting to 
murder a second man, simply because of their 
race, religion, and national origin. As a result, a 
promising young life has been tragically cut short, 
and other lives have been filled with suffering.” 

Sessions said that while the “irreparable harm” 
that Purinton has done cannot be undone, “some 
measure of justice for the victims’ families has 
been achieved.” 

The widow of Kuchibhotla told the US Navy 
veteran that her husband was always “respectful 
to others” and would have helped him understand 
that not every brown-skinned person is evil but is 
contributing to America’s growth.

“My husband was more than what you chose 
to address him as. Always kind, caring, and re-
spectful to others. Srinu and I came to the US of 
America full of dreams and aspirations...Now, my 
American Dream - and that of Srinu’s - is broken,” 
Sunayana Dumala said in the statement read out 
in court today as Purinton was sentenced, calling 
her husband by his informal name.

Addressing Purinton in her victim-impact 
statement, Dumala said if Purinton could have 
kept his anger inside and spoken to her husband 
softly, “Srinu would have been more than happy 
to share his background and help you understand 
that not every brown skinned person is suspi-
cious or evil, but kind, smart and contributing to 
America.”  She said Purinton instead chose to rage 
and bully in anger and when he was stopped, he 
decided to take their lives.

“...(U)se the time that is being given to you to 
educate yourself and inform others who are still 
out in the open and stop them from killing in-
nocent people as you did - choosing violence over 
kindness,” she added.

US Attorney Stephen McAllister for the Dis-
trict of Kansas said a person should be able to live 
without fear of becoming a victim of hate crimes 
irrespective of “who you are, what you believe, or 
how you worship.” 

The killing of Kuchibhotla had shaken the 
Indian community and led to heightened fear 
and anxiety among the South Asian population in 
general and the Indian community in particular, 
about their safety. Concerns grew in the com-
munity about misplaced perceptions among 
individuals over immigration status and ethnicity 
of Indians and South Asians in America.

Purinton, yelled, “Get out of my country,” 
before shooting Kuchibhotla, who later died from 
injuries sustained in the attack.

Kuchibhotla and Madasani worked as engi-
neers at Garmin, a tech company that makes GPS 
devices. Hours after the shooting, Purinton stated 
over the phone to a friend, and later in person to 
a bartender, that he had just killed some Iranians. 

Purinton admitted that he shot Kuchibhotla 
and Madasani, attempting to kill both men, be-
cause of their race, colour, religion, and national 
origin.

Duque sworn in as 
Colombian President

Myanmar urged to implement Rohingya repatriation plan

Rouhani warns N Korea not to trust US

Two more girls’ schools burnt down in Pak

$50 million offered 
for Maduro murder 
attempt, says Venezuela

Malaysia ex-PM pleads not guilty to money laundering chargesCEC ‘slept’ 
through polling 
day, says Pak 
chief justice

Indonesia quake toll climbs to 347, thousands await aid 

US Navy veteran gets 
three life sentences for 
killing Indian engineer

AP/PTI

Rescuer teams continue to search for victims in the collapsed Jamiul Jamaah Mosque in Bangsal, North 
Lombok, Indonesia, Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2018. 

AP/PTI

 In this photo released by an official website of the office of the Iranian Presi-
dency, President Hassan Rouhani, right, greets North Korean Foreign Minister 
Ri Yong Ho at the start of their meeting, at the presidency office, in Tehran, 
Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2018.
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Veteran Chinese director Zhang Yimou will be honoured with the lifetime achievement award 
-- the Jaeger-LeCoultre Glory prize -- at the Venice International Film Festival. The “Ju Dou” fame 
director will be given the award on September 6, reports hollywoodreporter.com. Yimou will also 
present his latest movie, the martial arts period drama “Ying” (Shadow), in an out-of-competition 
slot at the festival. Venice International Film Festival director Alberto Barbera said: “Yimou is 
not only one of the most important directors in contemporary cinema, but with his eclectic 
production, he has represented the evolution of global language of film, and at the same time, 
the exceptional growth of Chinese cinema.”  Yimou, who made his debut with “Red Sorghum” 
in 1987, has won many awards and recognitions including Best Foreign Film nominations for “Ju 
Dou” in 1990, “Raise the Red Lantern” in 1991 and “Hero” in 2003. The festival will take place 
from August 29 to September 8. (IANS)

5.20 pm: Mission Impossible Fall Out (Eng) 2D

10 am, 3 pm: Mulk (Hindi) 

12.30, 8 pm: Fanne Khan (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320
HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Director Zhang Yimou to get lifetime achievement award

A
ctress Angelina Jo-
lie has accused her 
estranged husband 
Brad Pitt of not 
paying “meaning-

ful” child support since their 
separation.

Almost two years after 
the Hollywood power couple 
separated, Jolie is trying to 
kickstart the process so that 
it can be finalised by the end 
of the year, reports telegraph.
co.uk. 

Jolie’s lawyer filed papers 
in Los Angeles Superior Court 
on Tuesday saying the actress 
wanted a judgment “returning 
the parties to single status dur-
ing calendar year 2018.”

The document also said 
that Pitt had “paid no mean-
ingful child support since 
separation” and said that 
although informal arrange-
ments had been made with 
him, payments “had not been 
regularly sustained.”

Jolie filed for divorce in 
September 2016, ending two 
years of marriage and a 10-
year romance. The two have 
six children -- Maddox, Shiloh, 
Pax, Vivienne, Zahara and 
Knox -- for whom she is seek-
ing primary custody.

Mindy Nyby, a spokes-
woman for the actress, said 
on Tuesday that the court 
filing was intended “to provide 
closure to the marriage in a 
way that clears a path towards 
the next stage of their lives and 

allows her and Brad to recom-
mit as devoted co-parents to 
their children.”

Pitt’s representatives 
declined to comment. 

A source familiar 
with the matter, who was 
not authorised to speak 
publicly, said that “Brad is 
someone who fulfills his 
commitments.”

The divorce filing, cit-
ing irreconcilable differenc-
es, triggered a bitter custody 
dispute during which Pitt 
was investigated and cleared 
of child abuse. Final custody 
arrangements have yet to be 
agreed. 

Pitt has kept a low profile 
in the past two years, while 
Jolie has recently been 
filming a sequel to 
fairytale drama 
“Maleficent” 
in London 
and directed 
a 2017 film 
about the 
1970s 
Khmer 
Rouge 
regime 
in 
Cam-
bodia 
in 
which 
more 
than one 
million peo-
ple died.

IANS

N
ick Mason has admit-
ted that re-learning 
early Pink Floyd mate-
rial for his Saucerful 
Of Secrets project was 

“challenging.” 
Mason, along with Gary Kemp, 

former Floyd bassist Guy Pratt, The 
Blockheads guitarist Lee Harris and 
The Orb’s Dom Beken, got together 
for four intimate performances in 
London in May and will head out 
on the road next month for further 
dates in the UK and Europe.

And in a new interview, Mason 
has given an insight into the project 

and reveals that the band would like 
to bring Saucerful Of Secrets to a 
wider audience.

Mason tells Billboard: “Being an 
eternal optimist, I thought it would 
just come straight back to me. Sadly, 
I was wrong. Once you start examin-
ing Syd Barrett’s work carefully, it’s 
quite often more complex than you 
expect. 

 “It’s not necessarily written like 
so many pop songs with an eight-bar 
section and the middle eights and 
whatever. It’s quite often a complete-
ly different set of bar counts to what 
you’re expecting. 

 “And that in a way was fun and 
challenging to get at the feel of the 
song, but not necessarily feel that we 
had to sound exactly like Syd or like 
David Gilmour or whatever.”

As for the audience reaction to 
the project, Mason adds: “I think 
we found a niche for ourselves, 
which is to do something that is 
not being done by everyone else, 
by the tribute bands or by Roger 
Waters or David. 

 “It’s a real return to some of 
the improvised sections and the 
atmosphere of the songs. The 
tendency in this day and age is to 
try and recreate things perfectly. 
We bring imperfection.”

Following the European live 
dates, Mason says they’d like to 
explore further afield – including 
possible shows in the US.

He says: “What I underesti-
mated was the enthusiasm, not of 
the audience, but of the band. Pink 
Floyd was always enthusiastic, but 
not like this lot is now. 

“Everyone wants to do every-
thing. ‘We want to go to America. 
We want to go to South America. 
What about Peru?’ It’s like a travel 
agency.”

Loudersound

E
stranged AC/DC mem-
bers Brian Johnson and 
Phil Rudd have been 
photographed together 
in Vancouver.

Johnson was forced to stop 
touring with the band back in 
2016 under the threat of per-
manent deafness, with AC/DC 
bringing in Guns N’ Roses front-
man Axl Rose to complete their 
Rock Or Bust world tour.

Rudd, meanwhile, was kicked 
out of the Aussie band the same 
year after being found guilty of 
drugs possession and making 
death threats and subsequently 
served an eight-month home 
arrest sentence. Drummer Chris 
Slade was recruited for AC/DC’s 
live dates.

But now the pair have been 
photographed together, with the 
snap appearing on The Geor-
gia Straight – the same website 
which recently claimed that 
Rudd and AC/DC guitarist Stevie 

Young were spotted in the city.
The picture of Johnson 

and Rudd has reportedly been 
snapped outside Vancouver’s 
Warehouse Studios where AC/
DC have recorded their last three 
albums, and shows the pair 
laughing over a cuppa.

Is something else brewing in 
the AC/DC camp?

Johnson has been working 
with with audio experts Asius on 
a solution to his hearing prob-
lems, with Beano taking to the 
stage following his departure 
from AC/DC with Muse, Paul 
Rodgers and, most recently, with 
Mick Fleetwood at the Fleetwood 
Mac drummer’s restaurant in 
Lahaina, Maui.

Speaking in 2016, Rudd said 
he still believed he had a future in 
the band, adding: “I’d dearly love 
to play on anything that Angus 
does. Anything that might be – it’s 
never over.”

Loudersound

E
ssence magazine will honor cat-
walk legend Naomi Campbell dur-
ing New York Fashion Week, Page 
Six has exclusively learned.

The mag will toast Campbell’s 
storied career at its annual Street Style festival 
at Duggal Greenhouse in Brooklyn on Sept. 9.

The fashion icon will be honored along 
with singer Kelis and fashion influencer Kellie 

Brown. Amanda 
Seales, of HBO’s 
“Insecure,” will 
host the event, 
and Teyana Taylor 
and Afropop star 
Yemi Alade will 
perform.

This will be 
the publication’s 
first festival since 
defunct publisher 
Time Inc. sold it to 
cosmetics mogul 
Richelieu Dennis 
earlier this year.

Pagesix
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honor Naomi Campbell 
at NY Fashion Week

Have changed for the better with 
motherhood — Sunny Leone

S
unny Leone, who started off as 
an adult film star and ventured 
into Bollywood with “Jism 2” in 
2012, is right now in love with 
her life as it is unfolding. She 

is not just managing a career, but also 
enjoying her time being a mother of three 
-- something that has helped her change 
and evolve. 

The Canadian-born Indian-American 
actress was named Penthouse Pet of 
the Year in 2003 and shifted her focus to 
mainstream acting in Hindi films with 
“Jism 2”, following it up with “Ragini MMS 
2”, “Ek Paheli Leela”, “Kuch Kuch Locha 
Hai”, “Mastizaade” and “Tera Intezaar”.

Asked if she feels content when she 
looks back at her journey from Karenjit 
Kaur Vohra to Sunny Leone, she told IANS 
in an e-mail interview from Los Angeles: 
“Yes, because I love my life now.”

Her life has inspired a digital platform 
series titled “Karenjit Kaur: The Untold 
Story of Sunny Leone”.

Did she have 
any 

ini-

tial apprehensions about putting her 
entire life out for the world to know?

“Yes, many. But what swayed me to 
do it is that the story would be told in a 
way that I was comfortable with... the 
true story and not something that people 
believe it to be,” said Sunny, who entered 
Indian showbiz via a stint in the reality TV 
show “Bigg Boss 5”.

Last year, the actress, who is mar-
ried to Daniel Weber, took everyone by 
surprise when she announced that she 
and her husband had adopted girl child 
named Nisha from a village in Latur. An-
other surprise came in March, when she 
shared that the two had extended their 
brood by including two more children -- 
sons Noah and Asher -- via surrogacy.

Sunny, who is currently seen hosting 
season 11 of youth-based reality show 
“Splitsvilla” on MTV, says motherhood 
has changed her.

“I have changed and evolved but I 
believe (it has happened) for the better. I 
look at all three of them and am com-
pletely, utterly in love with them,” she 
said.

With three toddlers to give attention 
to, will her career slow down?

“I believe I am the best mother I can 
be if I am working and spending time 
with them. I love my job and I hope my 
children grow up to be just as hardwork-

ing as my husband and I,” said Sunny.
The 37-year-old actress says 

Daniel and she have scheduled their 
“time carefully so that our children 
do not ever feel a lack of attention, 
care or love”.

Ever since her debut in Bol-
lywood, Sunny has faced flak, 
trolls and criticism. She finds it 
immature and not necessary.

“I try to brush it off and 
move past the hate always. I 

believe myself not to be a negative 
person so I have to find the posi-

tives in life and in people to 
do my job. That will never 

change in me. But I am 
affected and more 

annoyed from time 
to time at the non-

sense the media 
comes up with 
or random 
groups come 
up with. It is 
immature 
and not 
necessary,” 
she said.
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HOME TURF 
Nagaland Sport Climbing 
Association meeting held

SON represents state at National 
Games

Quasar inter-school TT tournament 
deferred

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): The Nagaland Sport Climbing 
Association (NSCA) held its 2nd executive meeting on 
August 1 at Hotel Arora in Kohima.
According to a press release from the association, 
the meeting began with invocation prayer by pastor 
Langshukyu Sangtam. The house unanimously resolved 
to take initiative in every sport activities in the state 
which is a first priority to uplift the youths to represent in 
both state and national level. As laid down in the consti-
tution and memorandum of NSCA, the president asked 
all the members and officials to take up responsibility in 
order to promote the association. The association also 
stated that there will be a selection camp from August 23 
to 25 at the training institute in Dimapur. The selected 
candidates will be given one month course to represent 
at the upcoming northeast zonal competition.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): Special Olympics Nagaland 
(SON) represented the state at the National Games in 
Gujarat. SON in a press release stated that 29 members 
participated in the National Games under the Ministry 
of Youth affairs & Sports at Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 
July 5 to 9. Coach Imliwapang Jamir led the special ath-
letes from the districts of Kohima, Peren, Zunheboto, 
Mokokchung, Wokha, and Dimapur.
The team won seven medals in football and badminton-
five gold medals by Aripong, Berimong, Aosanen Jamir, 
Joseph Jakha, and Suchamo; gold medal in badminton 
by Tumchobeni and silver medal in badminton by Ke-
hesul Kin, added the press release.

Dimapur, Aug. 8 (EMN): The 2nd Quasar Inter School TT 
Tournament has been postponed.
According to a press release received here on Wednes-
day, the 2nd Quasar Inter- School TT tournament which 
was supposed to be held from August 23 till the 24th has 
been postponed to September 13 to 14 due to some un-
avoidable circumstances. The club regrets the inconve-
nience caused and looks forward to active participation 
from all the schools.

Force India secure future with 
rescue deal; Mallya’s reign ends

Chanu’s withdrawal latest setback 
for India ahead of Asian Games

Clamour grows for Cheteshwar 
Pujara’s inclusion in Lord’s test

Hometown favourite Bouchard falls in Montreal

Joachim Loew facing severe striker problem

IAAF mourns Kenyan athlete 
Nicholas Bett’s death

Very less time to prepare but hope 
to do better at Asiad — Sindhu
Hyderabad, Aug. 8 (PTI): 
P V Sindhu believes Indi-
an shuttlers haven’t got 
enough time to prepare 
for the Asian Games but 
expects the team to de-
liver more than just the one 
bronze medal claimed in 
the 2014 edition.

Indian women’s team 
had won a bronze medal 
at Incheon four years ago 
and Sindhu hoped they 
can change the colour of 
the medal this time when 
the multi-sport event gets 
underway on August 18.

“Definitely, it is going to 
be very different. Because, 
we have the team events 
and also the individuals. 
Very less time to prepare. 
But, as a team, last time we 
got bronze. This time, we 
would expect a better one,” 
said Sindhu, who clinched 
her second silver at the 
World championships last 
Sunday.

“Also, individuals, I 
hope that I do well. Taking 
the World Championship 
silver, taking it as a confi-
dence, I hope that I move 
forward and do well.” 

India  haven’t  won 
a medal in women’s sin-
gles at the Asian Games. 
Eight-time former national 
champion Syed Modi is the 
only individual medallist 
for India at the Asiad, hav-
ing won a bronze at the 

1982 New Delhi edition.
Sindhu defeated top 

Asian players such as Japa-
nese duo of Nozomi Oku-
hara and Akane Yamaguchi 
and Korea’s Sung Ji Hyun 
en route to her second suc-
cessive final at the World 
Championship.

Given her impressive 
form, chief national coach 
Pullela Gopichand is hope-

ful of another successful 
outing at the Asian Games.

“I think to beat Okuhara 
in the quarter-finals and 
Yamaguchi in the semi-
finals is something very 
good. Beating both of them, 
the way she (Sindhu) did, I 
think it has been fantastic. 
We are hopeful for anoth-
er successful event at the 
Asian Games in the coming 

10 days,” he said yesterday.
Talking about her per-

formance at the World 
Championship, Sindhu 
said: “I am really very happy 
for the silver. It’s been a 
good week. As you all know 
the draw was compara-
tively tough. From the first 
round, there were good 
tough matches. It’s good 
that from my side, I gave my 

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (Reuters): India’s bid 
to win their first Asian Games gold medal 
in weightlifting suffered a major jolt with 
women’s 48kg world champion Mirabai 
Chanu pulling out of the competition with 
a back injury.

Expectation has been high since the 
Manipuri lifter added Commonwealth 
Games gold in April to her 2017 world 
championship triumph but a spinal spasm 
will keep the 24-year-old out of the Games 
in Indonesia beginning on Aug. 18.

“Owing to the severe back pain, entry... 

Berlin, Aug. 8 (IANS): The 
International Association 
of Athletics Federation 
(IAAF) expressed grief on 
Wednesday over the death 
of Kenyan athlete Nicholas 
Bett in a car accident.

In 2018, Bett had a sea-
son’s best record of 48.88 

Berlin, Aug. 8 (IANS): Joachim 
Loew is facing problems galore 
after Germany’s early World 
Cup exit. While still in charge 
of the 2014 world champions, 
the 57-year-old is the subject of 
heated debates among fans and 
media.

In advance of the vital home 
and away games in the newly-
formed Nations League against 
the 2018 World Cup winners 
France and the Netherlands, Loew 
will soon have to present a con-
vincing strategy as to how he in-
tends to lead the German national 
team back to success, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Rumours say that the out-
come of both duels could affect 
the coach’s future despite having 
a contract until 2020. To make up 
for the poor World Cup showing, 
Loew not only needs convincing 
results but he has to solve a new 
problem in German football.

As one of the most successful 
football powers, Germany is facing 
a striker problem after having won 
four World Cups (1954, 1974, 1990 
and 2014).

Germany no longer seems to 
be able to rely on top-class strik-
ers like Gerd Mueller, Juergen 

Klinsmann, Rudi Voeller and 2014 
World Champion Miroslav Klose.

Looking at  the German 
Bundesliga, the striker problem is 
becoming evident as the task of 
spearheading the leading clubs 
in the last few years has been 
occupied by foreign players 
such as Polish Robert Lewan-
dowski (Bayern Munich).

Also, Mario Gomez (VfB Stutt-
gart), the last remaining center 
forward, has announced his 
retirement from the national 
team.

After the recent 
tournament in 
Russia ,  Loew 
admitted mod-
ern football 
doesn’t work 
w i t h o u t 
a  k e y 
striker 
doing 
t h e 
d i f -
f i c u l t 
job up front 
trying to gain space 
for midfielders and 
converting crosses or 
set-pieces.

Now German foot-

ball is looking for suitable can-
didates to succeed Klose and 

Gomez to support the 
growing number 

of dynamic drib-
blers, football 
is developing 
in midfield and 
along the flanks.

While Loew 
is working on re-

booting the national 
team, the U-21 

coach 
Stefan 
Kuntz 
is  de-
mand-
i n g 
greater 
e f f o r t 
to pro-
d u c e 

y o u n g 
s t r i k e r s. 
The for-

mer international striker said Ger-
man football needs to concentrate 
imparting traditional values to its 
forwards.

It is apparent that fans of the 
national team will have to get 
used to new names yet to prove 
heir quality.

Next to the established strikers 
such as Leroy Sane (Manches-
ter City), Serge Gnabry, Thomas 
Mueller (Bayern) and Timo Wer-
ner (RB Leipzig), all of whom are 
far from being center forwards, 
candidates such as Nils Petersen 

(SC Freiburg) , 

Mark Uth (FC Schalke 
04), Maximillian Philipp (Borus-
sia Dortmund), Niclas Fuellkrug 
(Hannover 96), Davie Selke (Her-
tha BSC) and Kevin Volland (Bayer 
Leverkusen) will have a chance to 
stake their claim. Besides Volland 
(10 caps), Loew has to select out 
of a bunch of newcomers. Re-
cently the national tabloid “Bild” 
demanded Loew should talk to 
Sandro Wagner (Bayern Munich) 
who was left out of the 2018 World 

Cup squad. Wagner retired from 
the national team accusing Loew 
of being prejudiced when it comes 
to players with a strong opinion.

Wagner’s return to the national 
team seems out of the question as 
Loew doesn’t seem to be the type 
of coach to forgive critics.

The coach is expected to pres-
ent his rescue plan on as soon as 
August 24 when the 2018 German 
Champion plays the opening 
game of the 2018-19 Bundesliga 
season against TSG Hoffenheim.

F o r m e r  G e r -
man international 

Oliver Kahn 
s a i d  G e r -
man foot-

b a l l  h a s  t o 
find answers, and 

quickly. 
“The national team is to a large 

extent a reflection of the perfor-
mances in the national league,” 
Kahn commented.

He and several other pundits 
are demanding that clubs turn to 
young talents soon.

As far as Joachim Loew is con-
cerned, time is running out. The 
German national coach can’t wait 
for talents to develop. He has to 
find quick answers.

London, Aug. 8 (PTI): The 
future of the Force India 
Formula One team was se-
cured after its administrator 
accepted a bid backed by 
a consortium of investors, 
effectively ending Vijay Mal-
lya’s 10-year-old reign at the 
midfield squad.

The team was put into 
administration ahead of 
the Hungarian Grand 
Prix last month follow-
ing the legal action 
taken by its Mexi-
can driver Sergio 
Perez.

According to a 
statement issued on behalf 
of administrator Geoff Row-
ley, all 405 jobs at Force In-
dia will be saved following a 
deal with the team manage-
ment, joint administrators 
and consortium of investors 
led by Canadian billion-
aire Lawrence Stroll, who 
happens to be the father of 
Williams driver Lance Stroll. 

Commenting on the 
deal, Force India Chief Op-
erations Officer Otmar Szaf-
nauer said: This outcome 
secures the future of the 
Force India team in For-
mula 1 and will allow our 
team of racers to compete 
to our full potential.” 

I am delighted that we 
have the support of a con-
sortium of investors who 
believe in us as a team and 
who see the considerable 
business potential that 
Force India has within F1 
now and in the future. 

He also acknowledged 
Mallya’s contribution in the 
success of the team.

At Force India, our ex-

pertise and commitment 
has meant that we have 
always punched above our 
weight and this new invest-
ment ensures that we have 
a bright future ahead of us. 
I also would like to thank 
Vijay, the Sahara Group 
and the Mol family for all of 

their support and 
taking the team 
as far as their cir-

cumstances would 
allow, added Szafnauer.

Mallya and Sahara had 
a 42.5 percent stake each in 
Force India while Mol Fam-
ily owned 15 percent.

India is currently seek-
ing Mallya’s extradition 
from the UK over unpaid 
loans linked to his defunct 
Kingfisher Airlines.

Since their first season 
in 2008, Force India have 
gone on to become a strong 
midfield team, finishing 
fourth in the past two sea-
sons.

100 per cent.
“Definitely, I will have 

to try more harder and 
harder until I get that gold. 
I hope, one day, I will get 
that.” 

Sindhu finished sec-
ond after losing to Olympic 
champion Carolina Marin 
in the title clash. It was her 
second defeat in the sum-
mit clash as she had lost an 
epic final against Okuhara 
at Glasgow last year.

Asked about the perfor-
mances of other players in 
the World Championship, 
Goichand said: “I think we 
had four quarter-finalists 
at the world champion-
ships more than it has ever 
been. But, I think there 
were areas which could 
have improved definitely. 
(Kidambi) Srikanth and 
(HS) Prannoy could have 
done better,” he said.

“The conditions were 
a little tricky at the World 
Championship as some 
days were slow and some 
days were fast and it was a 
learning experience for the 
players.

“We had the Com-
monwealth this year, we 
did well. We had the World 
Championships relative-
ly good. Hopefully, at the 
Asian Games, if we do well, 
this year will be a successful 
year for Indian badmin-
ton,” he said.

and reached the 400-meter 
hurdles finals at the Com-
monwealth Games on the 
Gold Coast, as well as the 
African Championships in 
Asaba, reports Efe.

“The IAAF is deeply 
saddened and shocked 
to hear that Kenya’s 2015 
world 400m hurdles cham-
pion Nicholas Bett, 28, died 
in a car accident on Tues-
day,” IAAF posted on its 
Twitter account.

As he returned home 
after taking part in the Af-
rican Championships held 
in Nigeria, the car Bett was 
travelling in near Nandi, 
Kenya, veered off the road 
after hitting a pothole on 
Tuesday.

Bett earned a gold med-
al at the 2015 Beijing World 
Cup with a Kenyan record 
of 47.79.

New Delhi, Aug. 8 (Re-
uters): Cheteshwar Pujara’s 
ability to wear down bowl-
ers with his obdurate de-
fence should earn him a 
place in India’s playing XI 
for the second test against 
England, according to sev-
eral former players.

Skipper Virat Kohli’s 
sublime display in the se-
ries opener failed to gloss 
over India’s top order frail-
ties with the trio of Shikhar 
Dhawan, Murali Vijay and 
KL Rahul making a com-
bined 82 in their 31-run loss 
in the Edgbaston test.

Pujara may not have set 
alight county cricket with 
his Yorkshire stint but many 
believe the time he spent 
in the country gives him a 
distinct advantage over his 
team mates.

“When batsmen are 
struggling with the moving 
ball, it might be a good idea 
to induct Cheteshwar Pu-
jara into the side,” former 
test player Mohinder Amar-
nath wrote in a column that 
appeared in Wednesday’s 
Times of India newspaper.

“I know he is not in 
great form but he has the 
ability to occupy the crease 
and just needs time in the 
middle to rediscover his 
touch,” added the 69-test 
veteran whose own gutsy 

batting remains an inspira-
tion for the likes of Pujara.

His former team mate 
Sunil Gavaskar also sees 
sense in bringing back Pu-
jara for the Lord’s test begin-
ning on Thursday.

“I will play one more 
batsman at Lord’s in the 
form of Pujara,” Gavaskar 
told India Today television 
channel.

“He has the technique 
and patience required for 
a test match. Whose place 
he’ll take will depend on the 
pitch. If the wicket isn’t that 
green then I will play him 
in place of (pacer) Umesh 
Yadav and stay with (all-

rounder) Hardik Pandya.”
India’s bowling coach 

Bharat Arun appeared scep-
tic of the move to play an 
extra batsman in the sec-
ond test despite the poor 
batting display in the series 
opener.

“Playing an extra bats-
man here, I would consider 
that as a very conservative 
move,” Arun told reporters 
at Lord’s.

“Everything depends 
on the conditions. And if 
the conditions are not as 
friendly as it was during 
the first test it would make 
more sense to play five 
bowlers.”

Montreal, Aug. 8 (Re-
uters): The vocal support 
of the home crowd was not 
enough to carry Canadian 
Eugenie Bouchard into the 
second round of the Rogers 
Cup in Montreal on Tues-
day as she fell 6-2 6-4 to 
Belgian Elise Mertens.

Mertens, the 14th seed, 
won five break points to dis-
patch Bouchard, who has 
fallen to 129th in the world 
after reaching a career-high 
of fifth in 2014 — the year 
she reached the Wimbledon 
final.

Home hopes now rest 
on 21-year-old Francoise 
Abanda, who defeated 
qualifier Kirsten Flipkens 
of Belgium 6-3 6-2.

British number one Jo-
hanna Konta fired eight 
aces en route to a 6-7(6) 6-1 

6-2 upset win over 11th-
seeded Latvian Jelena Os-
tapenko.

Konta, who handed Ser-
ena Williams the worst loss 
of her career at the Silicon 
Valley Classic last month, 
will face former world num-
ber one Victoria Azarenka 
in the second round on 
Wednesday. Azarenka was 
in complete control as she 
strolled to a 6-0 6-1 win 
over Kristina Mladenovic 
of France in a match that 
lasted less than an hour.

Daria Kasatkina, seeded 
12th, beat rising Greek tal-
ent Maria Sakkari 6-4 4-6 
6-1 to set up her first ca-
reer meeting against fellow 
Russian Maria Sharapova 
in the second round on 
Wednesday.

Other players to ad-

has been withdrawn,” Indian Weightlifting 
Federation secretary general Sahdev Yadav 
said in a statement, adding the lifter was 
undergoing a rehabilitation programme.

Chief national coach Vijay Sharma has 
advised the federation against rushing 
Chanu’s return and risk aggravating the 
injury.

In her email to the federation, Chanu 
said she wanted to focus on November’s 
world championship in Turkmenistan in-
stead as it would double up as a qualifying 
event for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

“Since there is no provision for replace-
ment, we’d be sending four lifters, instead 
of five,” Yadav told Reuters over telephone.

Chanu’s withdrawal is a latest setback 
for the federation following the provisional 
suspension of two-time Commonwealth 
Games gold medallist Sanjita Chanu whose 
A sample tested positive for an anabolic 
steroid in May.

Sanjita has denied charges of any 
wrongdoing and wants an inquiry into the 
matter.

Rakhi Halder, who will compete in 63kg, 
will be the lone woman Indian lifter at the 
Games. In men’s competition, Sathish Ku-
mar and Ajay Singh will compete in 77kg, 
while Vikas Thakur will participate in 94kg.

vance from the first round 
on Tuesday included Span-
iard Carla Suarez Navarro 
and Russian Anastasia Pav-
lyuchenkova, who will face 
top-seeded Simona Halep 
on Wednesday.

Sixth seed Caroline Gar-
cia of France and eighth-
seeded Czech Petra Kvi-
tova advanced to the third 
round with wins over Slo-
vak Magdalena Rybarikova 
and Estonian Anett Kon-
taveit.
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Players of United 16 FC (in green) and Sechu Zubza vying for the ball during their match at the Kohima 
local ground on Wednesday, Aug. 8.

EM Images

Benfica's Pizzi (R) in action with Fenerbahce's Elif Elmas during their Champions League third qualifying round first leg in Lisbon on Aug. 7.

Kepa Arrizabalaga 

Pep Guardiola

Pogba keen to leave United 
for Barcelona —- Reports

KFL: Sechu Zubza thrash bottom 
place United 16 FC; Ziekezou SC draw

Guardiola prefers improving 
performance over points record

Ajax stumble, Benfica win in Champions League qualifiers

Chelsea target Kepa Arrizabalaga 
pays Athletic Bilbao buyout clause

Root confirms Pope to make England debut against India at Lord's

London, Aug. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
France World Cup star Paul 
Pogba is determined to end 
his fractious relationship 
with Manchester United 
manager Jose Mourinho 
and move to Barcelona, 
according to British media 
reports on Wednesday.

The 25-year-old -- who 
scored in the 4-2 World 
Cup final win over Croatia 
-- has agreed terms with 
Barcelona for a deal worth 
?89.5 million ( 115 million, 
100 million euros) over five 
years, according to the Daily 
Mail.

The reported agree-
ment would see him pick 
up ?346,000 a week, almost 
double what he earns at 
United.

The Sun claims the for-
mer Juventus star -- who 
joined United for a then 
world-record fee of ?89 mil-
lion in 2016 -- has demand-
ed the Premier League side 
increase his wages from 
?180,000 to ?380,000 a week 
so he is paid almost on a 
par with Chilean star Alexis 
Sanchez, otherwise he will 
leave.

United, though, would 
be most reluctant to sell 
him, with the Daily Mail 
reporting they have already 
rejected a bid by Barcelona 
of ?44.5 million plus Co-
lombian central defender 
Yerry Mina and Portuguese 
midfielder Andre Gomes.

Mo u r i n h o  h a s  e x -
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pressed his frustration over 
the club's transfer policy, 
and Pogba's departure 
would leave little time for 
executive chairman Ed 
Woodward to find a suit-
able replacement with the 
Premier League transfer 
window due to close on 
Thursday.

The club has had to 
deny the claim that Pog-
ba sent a text message to 
Woodward demanding he 
be allowed to leave.

The Frenchman is keen 

to move to Barcelona -- the 
Spanish transfer window 
does not shut till the end of 
the month -- to play with 
Argentina superstar Lionel 
Messi, while his close friend 
and former Juventus team-
mate Arturo Vidal also re-
cently moved to the Catalan 
giants.
'Pogba needs to play his 
part' 
Essentially, though, Pogba's 
unhappiness stems from 
the deterioration in his re-
lationship with Mourinho, 

who not only does he blame 
for his muted performances 
for United since his move 
but also for his qualified 
praise of his performances 
for France at the World Cup.

"Paul  was  l ike  the 
(France) team. He started 
average and ended top," 
Mourinho told beIN Sports 
on United's unhappy tour of 
the United States last week.

Pogba, though, is be-
lieved to have been more 
upset by what followed in 
the interview as Mourinho 

London, Aug. 8 (Reuters): 
Standard Liege fought back 
from two goals down to 
draw 2-2 with Ajax Amster-
dam, while Benfica edged 
Fenerbahce 1-0 in Cham-
pions League third qualify-
ing round, first-leg ties on 
Tuesday.

After going in 2-0 down 
at halftime, Medhi Carcela 
pulled one back for Liege 
before Renaud Emond 
scored a 94th minute pen-
alty to equalise after Ajax 
striker Klaas-Jan Huntelaar 
and Dusan Tadic put the 
four-time Dutch European 
Cup winners ahead.

Visitors Ajax had looked 
comfortable after former 
Southampton winger Tadic 
set up the first goal with a 
swerving cross before drill-
ing home the second him-
self.

However Belgian side 
Liege clawed their way back 
into the game and Emond 
struck the woodwork before 
slotting home from the spot 
after Noussair Mazraoui 
fouled substitute Moussa 
Djenepo.

The winners of the tie in 
Amsterdam next week will 
face either Slavia Prague or 
Dynamo Kiev in the playoff 
round for a place in the 
group stage of Europe’s elite 

London, Aug. 8 (Reuters): Manchester City 
will aim to improve their performance rath-
er than beat last season’s record-breaking 
Premier League tally of 100 points, manager 
Pep Guardiola has said.

Defending champions City became the 
first side to reach 100 points in a Premier 
League campaign and finished last season 
19 points above their closest rivals Man-
chester United.

“People ask ‘can you improve on 100 
points’ and I say no because we are not here 
to do that. However, individually the players 
can improve,” Guardiola said during the Sky 
Sports Premier League launch.

“Of course we can improve. If I felt we 
could not improve the team I would call my 
chairman and say: ‘I leave’. But still, we be-
lieve we can do better and dominate more. 
Will it happen? I don’t know but we believe 
we can do it.”

City begin the new season with a trip to 
Arsenal on Sunday and Spaniard Guardiola 
suggested the London side could pose a 
serious challenge this season under new 
manager Unai Emery.

“Arsenal I think are going to be more 
consistent as a team,” Guardiola added. 
“It will be tough like it has to be. It’s nice 

Madrid, Aug. 8 (AFP): Ath-
letic Bilbao said on Wednes-
day that Kepa Arrizabalaga 
has paid his 80-million-euro 
($93 million) buyout clause, 
paving the way for the Spain 
international to join Chel-
sea as the world's most ex-
pensive goalkeeper.

" At  1 2 : 0 2  p. m .  o n 
Wednesday, August 8, La 
Liga informed our club that 
the player Kepa Arrizabala-
ga had filled the conditions 
to unilaterally break his 
contract tying him to Ath-
letic Club," the Spanish club 
said in a statement.

The 23-year-old is ex-
pected to replace Thibaut 
Courtois at Stamford Bridge 
for a fee that would surpass 
the 72.5 million euros Liver-
pool paid Roma for Brazil-
ian Alisson last month.

Belgium number one 
Courtois has been strong-
ly linked with a move to 
Real Madrid and has not 
returned to Chelsea training 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 8:  League leaders Sechu 
Zubza thrashed United 16 FC 6-0 as Shurho-
sul Zhotso scored a brace to make sure the 
team get the three points in the ongoing 2nd 
edition of Kohima Football League at the 
Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

Ziekezou SC failed to seize the oppor-
tunity to close the gap behind the league 
leaders after they conceded a goal in the last 
minute to gift Twenty XI a point during their 
league match.

The win puts Sechu  Zubza three points 
above Ziekezou SC at the league table with 
17 points and second place Ziekezou SC 
with 14 points in eight matches.

A brilliant effort from Khiuwangbo 
Kaurinthah helped Sechu Zubza to regis-
ter their fifth win in the league matches. 
Shurhosul’s brace and a goal each from 
Kekhrieletuo Tsira, Aloumei Panmei, Noune 
Medoze, Zeaneikho Miasalhou completed 
the riot against United 16 FC.

Zubza team dominated the game and 
Khiuwangbo Kaurinthah created the first 
chance for Shurhosul Zhotso to score but 
his header was inches away from giving 
the lead.

Minutes later, Sechu Zubza opened the 
account through Shurhosul Zhotso in the 
17th minute as Khiuwangbo Kaurinthah 
crossing found Zhotso inside the area and 
he made no mistake to score the first goal.

United came close from scoring through 
Temjenmeren’s long range kick but the shot 

was inches away from giving United 16 the 
equaliser in the 20th minute.

Khiuwangbo then assisted Kekhrieletuo 
Tsira to score in the 44th minute to make it 
2-0 at the end of the first half.

Within the introduction of the second 
half, Aloumei Panmei score from a deflec-
tion in the 46th minute after Kekhrieletuo 
shot was deflected by the keeper but Pan-
mei bounced the ball to score the third goal.

United 16 FC were made to pay for their 
defensive lapses as playmaker Khiuwangbo 
corner kick met with Noune Medoze for 
him to score in the 52nd minute. Shurhosul 
scored from a free kick in the 59th minute 
to make it 5-0. United 16 couldn’t register 
a goal in target as Zeaneikho Miasalhou 
headed home the sixth goal to finish the 
game in the 91st minute.

Ziekezou SC and Twenty XI FC settle 
for a draw

Twenty XI FC, Viswema came from be-
hind to snatch a point against second place 
Ziekezou SC during the encounter.

Ziekezou SC took the lead in the 11th 
minute through their captain Neikethozo 
Yhome. But the team again conceded a pen-
alty in the 93rd minute for Metol Neikha to 
convert the spot kick and share a point each 
at the end of the match.

Teisovise Metha, Commandant of 4th 
NAP was the match patron.

Thursday's match
Khriekesa FC Meriema vs Vanguard FC 

Tseminyu at 2 pm

London, Aug. 8 (AFP): Ollie Pope will make 
his England debut batting at the number 
four position for the second Test against 
India at Lord's, captain Joe Root announced 
Wednesday.

The 20-year-old Surrey rising star is a di-
rect replacement for Middlesex left-hander 
Dawid Malan, dropped after two low scores 
in England's 31-run win in the first Test at 
Edgbaston last week.

Uncapped Essex paceman Jamie Porter 
has been omitted from a 13-man squad, 
with England yet to decide whether Chris 
Woakes or spinner Moeen Ali will replace 
all-rounder Ben Stokes, who misses out due 
to his ongoing court case.

"We've got a 12. Jamie Porter is the 
unlucky one to miss out," Root told a 
pre-match press conference at Lord's on 
Wednesday.

"With the surface as it is, having looked 
at it today, we're going to leave it another 
24 hours and then make a decision in the 
morning.

"Ollie will come in and bat at four. He's 
obviously batted at six for Surrey this season 
-- but having seen him play a little bit, and 
the way his game is set up, I think it's very 
much transferable to bat at number four in 
Test cricket."

Root, who will be batting in the pivotal 
number three position, added: "I know that 

might be seen as quite a big jump. But he's 
obviously an exciting talent and, with the 
guys around him, I think he fits nicely into 
that position in our team."
Mature
Pope only made his first-class debut in 
March last year and has been called into 
the Test squad on the back of a mere 15 
matches, while he has never batted in the 
top five in County Championship cricket.

Yet this season has seen Pope make 684 
runs for Championship leaders Surrey at an 
average of 85.5, including three centuries.

"He's very mature for a young man," 
said Root.

"I can see that he thinks about the game 
a lot and has a very good understanding of 
where he's at within his own game -- which 
is a really good sign in a young man, coming 
into this environment. I hope that will stand 
him in really good stead."

And having seen one 20-year-old from 
Surrey in Sam Curran star with both bat and 
ball at Edgbaston, Root said he hoped Pope 
would have the confidence to play his own 
game at Lord's.

"I think he's performed exceptionally 
well this season in County Championship 
cricket," Root said.

"He's played some very important 
knocks under pressure for Surrey, and he's 
got a very good all-round game.

implied being in an en-
closed environment over six 
weeks ensured he focused 
just on football and not on 
outside matters such as 
commercial contracts.

Pogba's super agent 
Mino Raiola -- who was 
also instrumental in bring-
ing Romelu Lukaku to 
United last summer -- has 
remained out of the fray, re-
fusing to comment on links 
with Barcelona.

"I will never make decla-
rations about Paul," said the 
Dutch-Italian agent, who 
is reported to have earned 
just over ?40 million when 
Pogba moved to United.

"You have to speak to 
Manchester United," added 
Raiola.

Former United star Rio 
Ferdinand told Wednes-
day's edition of the Daily 
Mail that Mourinho need-
ed to fit the team around 
Pogba's sublime talent, but 
accepted the player needed 
to adapt too.

"It's down to the man-
ager to get the best out of 
him, setting the team up 
and setting Pogba up in 
the right way to achieve the 
best," said the former Eng-
land central defender.

"But Pogba needs to 
play his part in that.

"It's a case of the player 
and manager getting an un-
derstanding for each other 
and getting the best out of 
the player.

Paul Pogba

"I'm looking forward to him, more than 
anything, just going out there and being 
himself -- and playing exactly as he has 
done throughout this summer."
Good enough, old enough
England have often been wary of picking 
young players but new national selector 
Ed Smith has overseen what Root termed 
some "bold decisions" since taking charge 
this season.

"If you're good enough, you're old 
enough," said Root.

"These guys, Sam and Ollie, have come 

in because they have done some special 
things for Surrey in their recent past.

"A lot of the selections of late have been 
quite bold on occasions. We're not shy of be-
ing a little bit brave and doing things slightly 
differently. It's worked out for us so far."

Meanwhile India captain Virat Kohli 
welcomed Pope to the world stage by saying: 
"It is going to be a big occasion for him. I am 
happy for him, as a cricketer, I understand 
how important it is.

"I I will tell him to enjoy the occasion, and 
not get too many runs," Kohli jokingly added.

Ollie Pope

because every season the Premier League 
is tougher and tougher.

“Unai is a work ethic guy. He knows ev-
erything about the opponents. He achieved 
something unique in European football 
in three Europa Leagues in a row and he 
handled himself well at PSG. He’s a top, top 
manager and it will be tough.”

following the World Cup.
Kepa has played 53 

times in La Liga for Bilbao 
over the last two seasons, 
and made his international 
debut in a 5-0 friendly win 
over Costa Rica in Novem-
ber 2017.

He was also in the Spain 
squad for the recent World 
Cup in Russia as back-up to 
David De Gea, but did not 
see any playing time.

club competition.
Those teams drew 1-1 in 

the Czech capital after Josef 
Jusbauer’s 95th minute pen-
alty for a dominant Slavia 
cancelled out Benjamin Ver-
bic’s 82nd minute opener.

In Lisbon,  Benfica 
earned a narrow victory in 
a match they controlled 
as Franco Cervi’s deflect-
ed strike after 69 minutes 

handed them the advan-
tage over Fenerbahce, with 
both teams entering in this 
round of the qualifying 
process.

When the teams played 
in the European Cup first 
round in 1975 Benfica won 
7-0 but this time the Turk-
ish side can hope to stage 
a second-leg comeback 
to secure a playoff against 

Thessaloniki-based PAOK 
or Spartak Moscow who 
meet on Wednesday.

Stanis lav  Dragun’s 
header earned Belarusians 
BATE Borisov a 1-0 win at 
last season’s Champions 
League group qualifers Qa-
rabag, with the eventual 
winners facing PSV Eind-
hoven.

Dinamo Zagreb won 

2-0 at Astana, who reached 
the group stage in 2015, 
with goals from Mario Bu-
dimir and the impressive 
Dani Olmo to put one foot 
in the playoffs where Young 
Boys await.

E l s e w h e re,  Ma l m o 
drew 1-1 with Vidi and Red 
Star Belgrade were held by 
Spartak Trnava with the 
same scoreline.


