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Eastern Mirror extends 
warm greetings to our 

readers, especially 
the Yimchungrü 

community on the 
occasion of   
Metümneo. 

May this festival usher 
in peace and blessings 

for all. 

Source: Internet
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Rahul questions Modi’s silence 
on rape cases, atrocities 

against women  | P8

Iconic politician Karunanidhi dies at 94

Headgear controversy: Nagaland BJP burns Tharoor's effigy
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Had a lot of fears but just 
got through the gate with 

no problem...it felt so 
outlandish.
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Ao Naga Choir Performs at the 
World Peace Choral Festival, 

Vienna |  P10

Courtois on verge of Real 
Madrid move – Reports 
|  P12

Chennai, Aug. 7 (IANS): Former 
Tamil Nadu chief minister and 
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhag-
am’s (DMK) president M. Karu-
nanidhi, who was one of the two 
poles in the state and who was 
in public life for 80 long years, 
died on Tuesday evening after 
waging a grim battle for life in 
a city hospital, leaving a void in 
the Dravidian politics and trig-
gering nationwide mourning for 
an essentially regional leader.

"With deep anguish, we 
announce the demise of our 
beloved Kalaignar M. Karuna-
nidhi at 6.20 p.m.," said a state-
ment from Kauvery Hospital 
in the heart of Chennai where 
thousands of DMK cadres and 
fans have been camping for 
days hoping for a miraculous 
recovery.

"Despite the best possible 
efforts by a team of doctors 
and nurses to resuscitate him, 
he failed to respond. We pro-
foundly mourned the loss of 
one of the tallest leaders of India 
and we share the grief of family 
members and fellow Tamilians 
worldwide."

The news of the 94-year-old 
mass leader's death cast a pall 
of gloom across the sprawling 
state which he had enticed all 
his political career through 
powerful oratory and script 
writing that changed the course 
of politics and the way Tamil 
cinema was made and helped 
the DMK's growth. He was just 
14 when he became a student 
activist.

Men and women, who had 
been praying for their leader's 
recovery, wailed outside the 
hospital as news of his death 
broke. By then, Chennai was 
already tense, with residents 
stocking essentials like milk and 
vegetables anticipating a state-
wide shutdown. 

The mortal remains of the 
DMK President will be taken 
to his home in Gopalapuram 
here and then to Rajaji Hall 
for people to pay their last re-
spects. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment announced a week-long 
mourning.

A DMK leader said Karuna-
nidhi's mortal remains will be 
laid to rest on Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, a host of Chief Minis-
ters, Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and several others from 
across the country are expected 
to fly to Chennai on Wednesday.

Karunanidhi leaves two 

wives -- Dayalu and Rajathi, 
three sons including DMK 
Working President M.K. Stalin 
and former Union Minister 
M.K. Alagiri, daughter Kani-
mozhi (MP) and several grand-
children.

The DMK patriarch, who 
had faded from public life for 
nearly two years, had been in 
and out of hospital on account 
of age-related ailments. His ad-
mission to the Kauvery Hospital 
early on July 28 followed a sud-
den dip in blood pressure.

Occasionally, the hospital 
claimed improvement in his 
condition. But on Monday it 
said there has been a decline in 
his health and that maintaining 
his vital organ functions con-
tinued to remain a challenge. 
It also said that his response to 
medical interventions over the 
next 24 hours would determine 
the prognosis.

Even on Tuesday evening, 
the hospital came out with a 
bulletin saying there had been 
a significant decline in the con-
dition of Karunanidhi "over 
the last few hours". It said: "His 
condition is extremely critical 
and unstable."

Even before the grim bulle-
tins were issued, Karunanidhi's 
family and the state appeared to 
be preparing for the inevitable.

Stalin accompanied by Ala-
giri and Kanimozhi and top 
leaders of the party met Chief 
Minister E. Palaniswami and 
pressed for Karunanidhi's body 
to be interred on the Marina 
Beach near DMK stalwart C.N. 
Annadurai's mausoleum. But 
the government declined the 
request. 

Ahead of his death, the 
Tamil Nadu Police mobilized all 
its personnel across the state.

Karunanidhi, who only 10 
days ago completed 49 years 
as DMK chief, led his party 
through various ups and downs 
against charismatic rivals M.G. 
Ramachandran, who had ban-
ished him to the opposition 
ranks till his own death in 1987, 
and J. Jayalalithaa, who died in 
2016. 

From 1967, when the DMK 
ousted the Congress for ever 
from power in the state, Tamil 
Nadu has been ruled either by 
the DMK or AIADMK.

Succeeding his mentor An-
nadurai in 1969 as Chief Minis-
ter, Karunanidhi maintained a 
strong hold over the party and 
government.

Though he didn't aspire for 
politics beyond Tamil Nadu, the 
multi-faceted leader played key 
roles in national politics start-
ing from when he aligned with 
Indira Gandhi in 1969 on issues 
like bank nationalisation and lat-
er in the formation of coalition 
governments under V.P. Singh, 
H.D. Deve Gowda, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh.

Once the ethnic conflict 
erupted in Sri Lanka in 1983, 
Karunanidhi became a cham-
pion of the Tamil cause and, 
later, the Tamil Tigers, often 
putting pressure on New Delhi 
to change its course vis-a-vis 
Colombo. But the LTTE's as-
sassination of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991 
almost wiped out the DMK, 
leaving him as the sole winner 

in Assembly elections.
It was one of the 13 Assem-

bly elections he never lost and 
which helped him rule Tamil 
Nadu five times.

As Chief Minister, he had 
pioneered several welfare 
schemes and introduced free-
bies in the country's politics. 
An avowed atheist, Karunanidhi 
was known for his trademark 
dark glasses as well as a yellow 
stole. The latter, critics felt, be-
trayed his hidden superstitious 
feelings.

Controversy erupts over burial 
site for Karunanidhi
Chennai, Aug. 7 (PTI): A con-
troversy erupted tonight after 
the Tamil Nadu government 
rejected the opposition DMK's 
demand for allotting space on 

the Marina beach for the burial 
of its leader M Karunanidhi and 
offered space near the memori-
als of former chief ministers C 
Rajagopalachari and K Kamraj.

DMK working president M K 
Stalin, recalling the long public 
life of Karunanidhi, had written 
to Chief Minister K Palaniswami 
seeking space inside the mauso-
leum complex of the departed 
leader's mentor C N Annadurai 
at the Marina.

Stalin had also met the chief 
minister hours before his fa-
ther's death.

A government statement 
said it was "unable to allot space 
at Marina beach owing to sever-
al pending cases in the Madras 
High Court and legal complica-
tions." 

Hence, the government is 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 7: The Na-
galand unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) held a 
protest rally at its office in 
Dimapur on Tuesday to 

Rio mourns passing of an icon  
The chief minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio said he was ex-
tremely sad to learn of the demise of the iconic leader. "He was 
one of the tallest leaders who made significant contributions 
to the development of Tamil Nadu and towards the progress of 
the country. He has few parallels and was an iconic leader of a 
regional party that achieved recognition even at the national 
level and was an inspiration to the entire political class, espe-
cially to regional parties all over the country. 

"His demise is a great loss for Tamil Nadu and the country 
is poorer with his absence. We pray to Almighty God to let his 
soul rest in peace and we convey our deepest condolences to 
the members of the bereaved family," he said in a statement.

Modi expresses anguish 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday expressed his an-
guish over the death of DMK President M. Karunanidhi. In a 
series of tweets, Modi said: "Deeply saddened by the passing 
away of Kalaignar Karunanidhi. He was one of the senior most 
leaders of India.

"We have lost a deep-rooted mass leader, prolific thinker, 
accomplished writer and a stalwart whose life was devoted to 
the welfare of the poor and the marginalized.

"Kalaignar Karunanidhi stood for regional aspirations as 
well as national progress. He was steadfastly committed to the 
welfare of Tamils and ensured that Tamil Nadu's voice was ef-
fectively heard," Modi said.

Modi said he had the opportunity of interacting with Karu-
nanidhi on several occasions. "His understanding of policy 
and emphasis on social welfare stood out. Firmly committed 
to democratic ideals, his strong opposition to the Emergency 
will always be remembered."

India is poorer today - Kovind
Describing former Tamil Nadhu Chief Minister M. Karunani-
dhi as a doyen of public life, President Ram Nath Kovind on 
Tuesday expressed grief over his death, saying the country is 
poorer today.

"Extremely sad to learn of the passing away of M. Karunani-
dhi. A doyen of our public life, as a contributor to the develop-
ment of Tamil Nadu and of India, he has few peers. Our country 
is poorer today. My condolences to his family and millions of 
well-wishers," Kovind tweeted.

Rahul says India lost a great son
Congress President Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday expressed grief 
over the death of DMK veteran leader M. Karunanidhi, saying 
India has lost a great son, who strode the stage of Tamil politics 
like a colossus for over six decades.

"Loved by the Tamilian people, Kalaignar strode the stage of 
Tamil politics, like a colossus, for over 6 decades. In his passing, 
India has lost a great son. My condolences to his family as also 
to the millions of Indians who grieve for their beloved leader 
tonight," Gandhi said in a tweet. 

prepared to allott a two-acre 
site on Sardar Patel Road near 
the memorials to Rajaji and 
Kamaraj, it said.

Some reports said the gov-
ernment was reluctant about 
allotting space for Karunani-
dhi's burial at the Marina as he 
was not a sitting chief minister.

Former chief minister M G 
Ramachandran and his prote-
gee J Jayalalitha were buried 

at the Marina beach and me-
morials to them were erected 
there. Both were bitter foes of 
Karunanidhi in politics.

Karunanidhi's predecessor 
Annadurai was also in office 
when he died.

DMK cadres held im-
promptu protests and engaged 
in sloganeering demanding a 
place for Karunanidhi's burial 
at the Marina beach.

SC asks print, electronic, social 
media not to publish in any form 
photos of victims of sexual abuse
New Delhi, Aug. 7 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court, which 
expressed concern today 
over incidents of rape in the 
country by observing that 
women are being raped 
"left, right and centre", has 
asked all the print, elec-
tronic and social media not 
to publish or display photos 
of victims of sexual abuse 
even in blurred or morphed 
form in any case across the 
country. 

The apex court also 
warned against interview-
ing minor victims of sexual 
abuse saying it has serious 
mental impact.

It asked the Centre to 
apprise it on steps pro-
posed to be taken to pre-
vent sexual abuse of minors 
in shelter homes across 
country. 

It said that victims of 
child sex abuse can only be 
interviewed by members of 
National Commission For 
Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) and State Com-
missions For Protection of 
Child Rights in presence of 
counsellors.

The apex court also 
pulled up the Delhi Com-
mission for Women for try-
ing to intervene in the Bihar 
shelter home case and said 

that no politics should be 
involved in the matter. 

Earlier in the day, a 
bench comprising justices 
M B Lokur, Deepak Gupta 
and K M Joseph came down 
heavily on the Bihar gov-
ernment for funding the 
NGO which ran the shel-
ter home in Muzaffarpur 
where girls were allegedly 
sexually abused.

The bench, during the 
hearing in the morning, 
referred to National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) 
data and said that every six 
hours, a woman is raped in 
India.

It referred to the NCRB 
data and said 38,947 wom-
en were raped in India in 
2016.

Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS), which con-
ducted an audit of shelter 
homes, told the court that 
out of 110 such institutions 
in Bihar, "grave concerns" 
have been raised about 15.

To this, the Bihar gov-
ernment told the apex court 
that nine cases of sexual 
abuse have been lodged in-
volving these 15 institutions 
run by various NGOs.

Over 30 girls were al-
legedly raped at the shel-
ter home run by Brajesh 

Thakur, the chief of the 
state-funded NGO.

The alleged sexual ex-
ploitation of the girls was 
first highlighted in an audit 
report submitted by TISS 
to the state's social welfare 
department in April.

An FIR was lodged 
against 11 people, includ-
ing Thakur, on May 31. The 
probe has now been taken 
over by the CBI.

In all, sexual abuse of 
34 inmates out of 42 was 
confirmed in their medi-
cal examination, while two 
others who were unwell 
were yet to undergo medi-
cal tests.

The TISS audit report 
stated that many girls at 
the shelter home had com-
plained of sexual abuse. A 
special investigation team 
was formed to probe the 
complaints.

The NGO running the 
shelter home in Muzaffar-
pur was blacklisted and the 
girls were shifted to shelter 
homes in Patna and Mad-
hubani.

Women staff members 
of the shelter home and 
Thakur were among those 
who were arrested by the 
police in connection with 
the case.

condemn senior Congress 
leader Shashi Tharoor over 
his reported statement 
about the Nagas’ traditional 
headgear. The unit’s mem-
bers burned his effigy. It said 
that Tharoor’s statement 
manifested his ‘disdain’ for 
the Nagas, for which the 
party sought an apology for 
‘hurting the sentiments of 
the people.’

The 62-year old MP of 
Thiruvananthapuram re-
ceived flak from the peo-
ple of Northeast and the 
BJP for describing the Naga 
headgear to be “outlandish” 
and “hilarious” during his 
criticism of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for not 
wearing a Muslim skullcap. 
He made the controversial 
statement while addressing 
a seminar in Kerala’s state 
capital on Sunday.

“In his overzealous hate 
for the prime minister and 
BJP, Tharoor doesn’t mind 
insulting the rich heritage 
and culture of the Nagas,” 
the general secretary of the 
BJP, James Vizo, said adding 
that it was ‘shameful for a 
person who represented the 
country at the United Na-
tions to mock the traditional 
attires of the native tribal 
people.’ 

Mentioning that the cul-
tural and traditional values 
and beliefs play a vital role 
in the lives of the tribal peo-
ple, Vizo questioned the 
state Congress if they would 

support Tharoor or defend 
the dignity of the Nagas. 

At the receiving end 
of some stinging criticism 
from all quarters, Tharoor 
responded on his twitter 
account on Tuesday. “I ap-
prove entirely. I said PMs 
should wear all sorts of out-
landish headgear when of-
fered with respect, but why 
decline one specific one?”

Patton and NPF  
demand apology
The deputy chief minister 
of Nagaland, Y Patton, also 
issued a statement contain-
ing a demand for apology 
from Tharoor 'for insulting 
the people of Northeast, 
particularly the Nagas.'

"It was quite unbe-
coming for a person of his 
stature to make such ir-
responsible remark which 
had irrevocably hurt the 
sentiments of the Nagas and 
the Northeast in general," 
the statement read. 

Before making such re-
mark, Patton stated, Tha-
roor should have known the 
Naga traditional headgear 
'depicts the patriotic valour 
and the rich cultural herit-
age' of the people. "No one 
has the right to ridicule or 
make fun of any traditional 
and cultural heritage of the 
country.

"Shashi Tharoor, should 
clarify whether the remark 
was in his own personal ca-
pacity or the opinion of the 

Congress party as a whole, 
for which he should tender 
unconditional apology to 
the people of the region in 
the public domain," Patton 
demanded. 

In a separate statement, 
the Naga People's Front 
(NPF) demanded Tharoor 
take back his words. Term-
ing Tharoor's remark ridicu-
lous, the NPF stated it was 
tantamount to 'discredit-
ing the traditional values 
and practices of the Nagas 
which is different from the 
rest of the world.'

It stated that the party 
detests the idea of 'tagging 
and dragging the Naga 
headgear  into the crossfire 
of the BJP and the Congress 
party.' 

"While respecting the 
views of the Congress vet-
eran Mr. Shashi Tharoor 
on his stand about the PM 
reluctance to accept or wear 
the Muslim skullcap which 
has serious ramifications on 
the religious sentiments of 
the Muslims, the NPF would 
like to point out that Na-
gas have their own unique 
traditional practices. And 
unlike the skullcap that rep-
resents the Muslim religion, 
or the cow that represents 
the Hindu religious beliefs, 
the Naga headgear does 
not represent any religion 
for the Nagas. Rather, it is a 
symbol of respect and status 
accorded to an honoured 
guest or revered persons of 

a certain community," the 
party stated.

BJP hyper-active,  
says NPCC  
The Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) 
also stated that it disap-
proves Tharoor's "fleeting 
reference to Naga Headgear 
during a seminar at Kerala."

In a statement that was 
issued on Tuesday, the party 
stated that it was however 
unfortunate that the BJP 
had chosen to ignore 'the 
bigger issue' raised by Tha-
roor against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

"The concern shown by 
BJP ministers and central 
leaders, followed by our CM 
and some of his cabinet col-
leagues in trying to extract 
maximum political mileage 
is understandable but equal 
concern should be shown 
to the plight of the Nagas 
reeling under miserable ex-
istence owing to 16 years of 
misrule perpetrated by the 
same set of leaders. 

"The hyper activism of 
BJP and their paid cohorts 
will not wash away the sins 
of the state government that 
is fully responsible for the 
current state of crumbling 
infrastructure and a myriad 
of socio-economic prob-
lems in which there seems 
to be no permanent solu-
tion but a knee-jerk reaction 
to every situation at hand," 
the statement read.



Kohima police 
arrests three people

ANCSU endorses NSF on 
illegal immigrants’ issue 

Children are the asset of nation – Awan Konyak

Kohima DC assigns departments for mass social work

Lotovi village orgs. condemn murder

Blocked river forms artificial lake 

CORRECTION
With regard to the Ministry of  Minority Affairs pre-
matric scholarship portal that appeared on Aug. 7 
edition of  this paper, the URL link should be read as 
http://scholarships.gov.in and not as rendered.
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Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The mobile unit under 
DEF Kohima while con-
ducting MVCP (Mobile 
Vehicle Checking Post) at 
High Court junction, Mer-
iema in Kohima ‘recovered 
14 cases of MC Rum and 
1 case of Kingfisher beer 
from the possession of two 
persons on Aug. 7  early 
morning. 

 The ASP and PRO of 
Kohima police, in a press 
note, identified the two 
persons as Kanga alias 
Mary (26 yrs) and Lucy ali-
as Lungsanga (25 yrs) both 
hailing from Senapati dis-
trict, Manipur. A case has 
been registered at North 
PS for conducting further 

information, it informed. 
Meanwhile,  on the 

same day, at around 3 
pm, the mobile unit while 
conducting MVCP at 10 
mile - Zhadima road - 
intercepted one Maruti 
car bearing registration 
number AS-01s-08 and 
recovered 4 cases of IMFL 
and 800 bottles of banned 
cough syrup concealed in 
the vehicle and arrested 
one person in this con-
nection. Police identified 
the accused as one Shu-
nato Zhimo (25 yrs) hailing 
from Zunheboto district. A 
case has been registered at 
to Chiephobozou PS in this 
connection, the release 
informed. 

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): The All Nagaland College Students’ 
Union (ANCSU) has extended its solidarity with the Naga 
Students’ Federation (NSF) over the influx of illegal immi-
grants in the state. 

In a press release issued by the union president and 
general secretary, lauded the NSF for taking up the matter 
seriously, stating that ‘this measure would ultimately ensure 
a better tomorrow for Nagaland.’ 

The union extended its fullest cooperation and sup-
port to the NSF in the mission for segregating the genuine 
citizens from the illegal immigrants. Meanwhile, the union 
also appealed the general public to extend cooperation.   

Image of a blocked Sedzü River in Phek district forming an artificial lake due to massive landslide.

Peren ADC informs villages 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Peren, Sarita Yadav, 
has directed, all the villages under Peren district to 
organize mass social work in their respective village 
jurisdiction and keep village clean and tidy, especially 
public places like schools, Anganwadi center, PHC, 
market area and religious places. Meanwhile, ADC also 
informed that Ministry of Drinking Water, Govern-
ment of India, will be conducting ‘Swachh Surveksha 
Grameen 2018’ (SSG-2018) through Independent Sur-
vey Agency to develop ranking of the districts on rural 
sanitation status. The survey has been announced on 
July 13. Further, she informed that the inspection team 
will be visiting the villages for surprise checking and 
award the top performing village/district on Oct. 2.

ANHTU convenes meeting 
The All Nagaland Hindi Teachers Union (ANHTU) has 
called for a meeting on Aug. 10 at 11 am at Hindi Ma-
havidyalay near Govt. Hr. Sec. School, Burma Camp in 
Dimapur. The union chairman and general secretary, in 
a press release, informed that the meeting has been con-
vened to discuss on matters related to the silver jubilee 
programme. The silver jubilee committee members, dis-
trict representatives, all unit presidents and secretaries 
have been requested to attend the meeting without fail. 
Further, the union also requested all its unit presidents to 
submit the collected amount for the jubilee fund along 
with the list in the meeting without fail. It stated that the 
last date of submission for the respective unit history and 
‘soft copy photo of office bearers’ is Aug. 10 after which 
date, the souvenir committee would not accept it as it 
would cause inconveniences in the publication tasks.  

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN):  
A massive landslide that 
took place on July 30 at 
Sarumu has blocked the 
Sedzü River between 
North Kikrüma village 
and Kezoma village in 
Phek district resulting in 
the formation of an arti-
ficial lake.

In a press release re-
ceived here on Tuesday, 
the secretary of Kikru-
ma village development 
board and disaster man-
agement committee, Ve-
zohu Tunyi, stated that 
the formation of water 
body stretched about 1 

km and had extensively 
damaged several paddy 
fields and plantations 
due to accumulation of 
water.

He expressed appre-
hension that it could have 
devastating effects on 
the downstream habita-
tions especially the paddy 
fields and plantation on 
the bank of Sedzü River if 
the dam-like water body 
gives way due to continu-
ous torrential rainfall.

He also stated that the 
village disaster manage-
ment committee had as-
sessed all the affected 

areas within its jurisdic-
tions and roughly esti-
mated the losses from the 
calamity amounting to a 
few crore of rupees.

He added that the vil-
lage disaster committee 
along with the Kikrüma 
village council have ap-
pealed to the concerned 
authority to compensate 
the poor farmers at the 
earliest. Meanwhile, he 
has expressed profound 
gratitude to the district 
administration and dis-
aster management forces 
for their advice and sup-
port.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): In view of 
the social work to be conducted on 
Aug. 11, the deputy commissioner 
of Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan 
has assigned the following depart-
ments to conduct social work at 
the under mentioned designated 
locations. All the unassigned de-
partments have been asked to 
conduct social work at their re-
spective office permises and ad-
joining areas. 

Lirie to Mohankhola by Power 
- Employment, Soil & Water Con-
servation; Dzuvuru Bridge to 
Mohankhola - DEF Kohima, Fire 
& Emergency Service and Labour; 
Classic Island to Box Cutting - 
PHED (Urban), CAWD, Social 
Welfare (DWO); Box Cutting to 
Naga Hospital - Department of 
Water Resources, Supply, Health 
& Family Welfare; Keziekie to Cen-
sus Office Junction - DRDA, BDO 

Kohima, AH & Vety; Census Office 
junction to Bao Sekhose Petrol 
Pump - Agriculture, Art & Culture, 
School Education (DEO); Bao 
Sekhose Petrol Pump to Working 
Women Hostel - Land Resource 
& Survey, Forest, Tourism; High 
School Junction to DUDA Rest 
House - NST, Urban Develop-
ment and Youth Resources (DSO); 
Razhu Point to TCP Traffic Point 
via Assam Rifle Camp - DUDA, 

Treasuries & Accounts, Economics 
& Statistics.

The order also stated that the 
main focus of the social work 
should be on clearing drainage 
and “nallahs” etc. and care should 
be taken to reduce green waste by 
abstaining from cutting down of 
trees and decirative plants. The 
main social work is to be super-
vised by district administration in 
coordination with KMC.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
Lovito Village Council 
today vehemently con-
demned what it termed 
as ‘cruel and barbaric’ 
act of kidnap for ransom 
and subsequent cold-
blooded brutal murder 
of one of its ‘innocent’ 
member, Kumgha Chis-
gi, son of Ahokhe Chishi, 
chairman of the village 
council.

A press note signed 
by five members of the 
council, strongly urged 
the executive and the 
judiciary to award befit-
ting punishment to the 
criminals without leni-
ency as per the law of the 
land.

The council  while 
urging the law enforce-

ment agencies not to 
grant bail to the crimi-
nals in any form till jus-
tice is served, it further 
appealed for thorough 
investigation into the 
case so that the accused 
receive exemplary pun-
ishment according to 
their deeds.

Also, the Lotovi stu-
dents’ union (LSU) has 
vehemently condemned 
t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  a n d 
murder of a 15 years old 
boy, Kumugha, son of 
Ahokhe Chishi, on July 
30 allegedly by Baharul 
Islam (21); Odyothung 
Odyuo @ Vikai (42); Ki-
yeka Assumi (28); and 
Abdul Kalam (33).

W h i l e  e x p re s s i n g 
solidarity with KGPO, 

WSH, WSYF and other 
organisations, the un-
ion president, Kaito H 
Chishi and the general 
secretary, Monica Mech, 
have appeal to the law 
enforcing agency to give 
all out effort and spare 
no stone unturned to 
punish the culprits as 
deemed fit.

LSU stated that such 
‘blood thirsty criminals’ 
should not be allowed 
to go scot free without 
being dealt with accord-
ing to the law. The un-
ion further conveyed 
condolence to the be-
reaved family  mem-
bers and prayed to the 
Almighty God to grant 
them strength and peace 
in their hour of grief.

NDPP mourns Karunanidhi’s demise
Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
expressed sadness at the 
demise of Karunanidhi, a 
veteran political leader from 
Tamil Nadu who passed 
away today at the Kauvery 
Hospital in Chennai. 

A condolence mes-
sage from the party presi-
dent, Chingwang Konyak 
said “Karunanidhi’s illus-
trious journey as an ac-
complished writer and as 
five-time Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu and ten-time 

president of the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam won 
him the hearts of many 
Tamilians as well as peo-
ple of other regions of the 
country. His vocal self-as-
sertion in numerous issues 
made him a leader to be 
reckoned with and he was 
an iconic figure in Indian 
politics.”

Saying that as one of the 
tallest regional leader who 
was acknowledged even 
at the national level, the 
NDPP added that ‘Karuna-
nidhi was and will remain 

an inspiration to all regional 
parties.’ 

The president on behalf 
of the NDPP and all its rank 
and file mourned the de-
mise and extended deepest 
condolences to the people 
of Tamil Nadu and Tamil-
ians around the word in this 
hour of grief.

“The country is poorer 
today due to the passing 
away of a great leader,” the 
message added. 

The NDPP prayed for 
the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace. 

STATE

Awan Konyak and Dr. Manzir Jelani Samoon with participants during the district level consultation meet in Wokha.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The chairperson of the 
State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 
Nagaland (SCPCRN), 
Awan Konyak has said 
that children are the asset 
of the nation and there-
fore called upon all to en-
sure the children to have 
dignity and meaningful 
life in a safe environment. 

A press release issued 
by the District Child Pro-
tection Officer of Wokha, 
Sekho Sawhuo, stated 
that Awan Konyak was 
speaking at a district lev-
el consultation on child 
rights and protection at 
Wokha which was organ-
ized by the SCPCRN and 
the District Child Protec-
tion Unit, Wokha.                                                                                                                    

The chairperson, in 
her address, highlighted 
that the commission was 
set up in October 2013 
for better and effective 
implementation of the 

Integrated Child Protec-
tion Scheme in the state. 
She informed that the 
commission, at present, 
is working for the chil-
dren who are in conflict 
with laws and also with 
children in need of care 
and protection in collab-
oration with the various 
stakeholders in the re-
spective district. Konyak 

said the Commission was 
set up in October 2013 
for better and effective 
implementation of the 
Integrated Child Protec-
tion Scheme in the State. 

She asserted that it is 
the collective responsi-
bility of everyone to en-
sure that children have a 
dignified and meaningful 
life in a safe environment 

since the children are the 
asset of the nation. 

Meanwhile, the re-
lease also stated that the 
deputy commissioner of 
Wokha, Dr. Manzir Jelani 
Samoon, who was the 
special guest at the pro-
gramme, stressed on the 
importance of protect-
ing the children by the 
society, community and 

village since children are 
the most vulnerable sec-
tion in the society. 

W h i l e  u r g i n g  t h e 
stakeholders to give due 
care, due attention and 
due dignity towards the 
children and for the psy-
chological development, 
the deputy commissioner 
also shared his concern 
about some social issues 

that are detrimental to 
the welfare and well-be-
ing of the child. 

 T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
was attended by the lo-
cal church pastor, youth 
leaders, student leaders, 
colony chairman, Spe-
cial Juvenile Police Unit 
(SJPU) and women lead-
ers, the release further 
informed.   

ANTA Wokha bans transportation of inflammable items in taxis

ANTA Wokha unit officials.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Taxi 
Association (ANTA) of 
Wokha unit has reiterated 
its previous resolutions 
that restricted transporta-
tion of inflammable items 
(LPG, alcohol etc.) in taxis 
and luggage limit of 20 
kg per passenger, issuing 
an order to this effect for 
strict implementation of 
the resolutions.

A press release re-
ceived here on Tuesday 
stated that a press confer-
ence was held at its unit’s 
office on Aug. 7. Unit of-
ficials led by its president, 
Hayithung Odyuo and 
general secretary, Lipen-
thung Ovung addressed 
various issues pertaining 
to its activities and wel-
fare of commuters.

The unit said that the 

resolutions were adopted 
solely with an aim to en-
sure passengers’ safety 
and highlighted past inci-
dents where overloading 
of vehicles has resulted 
in loss of human lives. To 
this effect, the unit also 
directed the taxi counters 
to implement the same.

Against the backdrop 

of the NRC publication in 
neighbouring Assam, the 
unit also expressed con-
cern over the unchecked 
influx of illegal immi-
grants into the state espe-
cially via Merapani-Wok-
ha route. In this regard, 
the unit while assuring 
to do its part, appealed 
its members to stay vigil 

and the law enforcement 
agency to strictly imple-
ment ILP laws.

Among other things, 
ANTA Wokha also direct-
ed its members to abide 
by the government order 
regarding conversion of 
zonal taxis to regional tax-
is, the press note stated. 

On the issue of ‘rate 

review’ and its implica-
tions on commuters, the 
unit has appealed all con-
cerned to approach its 
office for redressal or to 
lodge their grievances.

Meanwhile, the ANTA 
Wokha has informed that 
it would be conducting 
mass social work at the 
counter area on Aug. 11 
and has therefore direct-
ed all its members to take 
part in the social work 
positively.

Further,  the ANTA 
has informed that the 
union has opened its fa-
cebook account- “All Na-
galand Taxi Association 
(ANTA) Wokha Unit” and 
can also be reached at 
antawokhaunit@gmail.
com. ANTA Wokha has in-
formed that 24/7 helpline 
was in the pipeline.

Soil minister meets department officers

V Kashiho Sangtam addressing the co-ordination meeting with the departmental officers.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
Minister for Soil and Water 
Conservation, and Geol-
ogy and Mining, V Kashiho 
Sangtam held an infor-
mal co-ordination meet-
ing with the departmental 
officers to deliberate on 
the working of the depart-
ment and to explore fur-
ther horizons in which the 
department can contribute 
towards development of 
the state. 

According to a press 
release received here on 
Tuesday from the depart-
ment’s director, the min-
ister deliberated on the 
present working of the de-
partment and encouraged 
the officers to work effi-
ciently towards the uplift 
of the state.

Principal Secretary and 
Agriculture Production 
Commissioner, Imkon-
glemba Ao, who was also 
present during the meet-
ing, expounded on the 
role the department had to 
play in development of ag-
riculture in the state. En-
couraging the department 
officers to strengthen the 
department, the principal 
secretary deliberated on 
the larger role the depart-
ment could play with clear 
vision and dedication to-
wards the mandated ac-
tivities of the department.

Director Agriculture 
Dept. Ikuto Zhimomi, ad-
dressed the gathering and 
highlighted on the Kiphire 
aspirational district under 
NITI Aayog.

Dihoma village 
orgs. condemn rape
Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The Dihoma Village Women 
Organisation and Dihoma 
Village Youth Organisa-
tion have vehemently con-
demned the alleged rape 
of a woman by one Zasituo 
Tsükrü on Aug. 2

“We bow our heads in 
shame for the dastardly 
and abominable act of one 
of our members,” a press 
release received from the 
chairperson and the presi-
dent of the oeganisations 
stated.

 The two organisations 
urged the concerned au-
thority to give befitting and 
exemplary punishment to 
the culprit according to the 
law of the land.
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Monsoon Woes: Humanity triumphs amid devastation 
Individuals reaching out to those in need touch the hearts of strangers

55 scouts and guides honoured with Governor’s AwardMinister directs officers to 
ensure quality construction 

STATE

Residents of Piezielietsie colony in Kohima who were affected by landslides dismantle their houses while others help one another move belongings.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 7: Monsoon 
rains have played havoc in 
Nagaland, rendering hun-
dreds of people homeless 
and causing irreparable 
damage to properties, but 
there is light in the midst of 
this catastrophe and chaos 
with people braving the 
erratic weather to help the 
victims get back on their 
feet.

Civil organizations, 
churches and individuals 
have come forward to help 
the victims of the monsoon 
rains by providing mon-
etary assistance, help build 
temporary houses and dis-
tribute relief materials.

Overwhelmed by the 
generosity and kindness 
shown by some people 
in the midst of disaster, 
Thejangulie Zao, District 
Disaster Management Of-
ficer Kohima, wrote “There 
still are good people alive in 
this world” on social media 
which went viral. 

 Zao wrote that two 
‘Good Samaritans’ -- Sunep 
and Metekhriele Mejura 
-- voluntarily came forward 

Our correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 7 : A total of 55 
scouts and guides from across 
the state were awarded Rajya 
Puraskar or the Governor’s 
award in a glittering ceremony 
at Durbar hall, Raj Bhavan, by 
Nagaland governor P.B Ach-
arya, chief patron of NSBSG, 
in the presence of Zale Neikha, 
Advisor, Youth Resources and 
Sports and president NSBSG 
and other dignitaries.

The governor,  in  his 
speech, said empowerment 
through education is not only 
to get degree certificate but 
should also imbibe life skills 
in the students’ life during 
their academic years. 

He further added that 
the scouts and guides move-
ment for young people comes 

into the picture to fill this 
gap where young people are 
taught self empowerment 
by tapping in their physical, 
intellectual, social and spirit-
ual potentials for the positive 
growth of the society.

Encouraging the stu-
dents, he said the empower-
ment attained through their 
active participation with the 
scouts and guides movement 
should not be left to wither 
but utilize it for the better-
ment of their tribe, their vil-
lage, state and the nation as 
a whole.

Coming to the unemploy-
ment problem in Nagaland, 
the governor stated that there 
are five universities with barely 
20 lakhs population in the 
state, which was adequate 

enough to churn out many 
enlightened young people to 
be self reliant and be in the 
service of the state.  

While commenting that 
the Nagas are disciplined, 
loyal and hard working - a 
trait instilled from the lifestyle 
and customs of the land; the 
governor, however lamented 
that of late, all these fine char-
acteristics are slowing waning 
as they cannot come out from 
the mentality of serving under 
the government and the jobs 
it entails.

“With three lakhs gradu-
ates in the state and with that 
rich human resources, we 
should be able to serve the 
state through entrepreneur-
ship and make Nagaland an 
economically stable state and 

become a job giver, not a job 
seeker”, he added.

Zale Neikha, Advisor, Youth 
Resources and sports and 
president, NSBSG in his presi-
dential address said the Bharat 
Scout and Guides is a social 
service educational organiza-
tion open to all young people 
in accordance with the pur-
pose, principles and method 
conceived by the founder Lord 
Baden Powell in 1907 with the 
purpose to develop young 
people as responsible citizens 
and as members of the local, 
national and international 
communities.

He congratulated all the 
award winners and encour-
aged them to strive for the 
president’s medal, which is the 
highest recognition a scouts 

and guides member can get in 
the country. 

He also shared his hope to 
see the growth of the move-
ment in the state so that re-
spectable, humble and strong 
willed personalities will come 
forward to take the Nagas to a 
better position.

It may be mentioned that 
the Rajya Puraskar is an award 
for a scout or guide who have 
qualified for the said award 
by undergoing a series of tests 
conducted at the state level 
under the guidance of expe-
rienced and qualified exam-
iners.

 Altogether, 32 guides 
and 21 scouts from Di-
mapur, Kohima and Mokok-
chung were awarded for the 
year 2018.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): Taking 
immediate action over the com-
plaint raised by the Naga Coun-
cil of Dimapur regarding the 
quality of footpath construction 
in Dimapur, the minister for 
Urban Development and Mu-
nicipal Affairs, Metsubo Jamir,   
inspected the ongoing works 
in Dimapur, on Tuesday,  and 
issued directives to the depart-
ment’s officers  to ensure  good 
quality of the works being done. 

A press note received here at 
Eastern Mirror, while informing 
about the minister’s inspec-
tion, stated that Metsubo Jamir 
instructed the department offi-
cials to inform the contractor to 
follow the design specification 
of the work. 

The minister also instructed 
the department officials to over-
see and to do timely inspection 
of the work to main the quality 
of workmanship.  

The release stated that the 
minister, while appreciating 
the Naga Council Dimapur for 
ensuring good quality works, 
also directed the department 
officers for quality and timely 
execution of work so that the 
citizens can benefit through 
the developmental works initi-
ated by the Municipal Affairs 
Department.  

The minister also directed 
the department officials to 
clean up the area after the 
work is completed, the release 
stated. 

KG-2716

to provide accommodation for 
the displaced families. While the 
former has volunteered to pro-
vide three rooms with running 
water and basic facilities free of 
cost for a month to the victims, 
the latter has assured to provide 
food items and basic necessities 
free of cost for three months.

“I was taken aback. I sud-

denly felt myself too small in 
front of this man I never met in 
my life” wrote Zao in his post, 
referring to the two individuals 
who have come forward to help 
those in need. 

He went on to say that “con-
cerned humans are still alive in 
spite of all the criticisms in social 
media. This had me thinking, 

‘There still are Good people alive 
in this world.’”

Talking to Eastern Mirror, 
Zao said that mobilisation for re-
lief work wasn’t needed as Nagas 
are a closely-knitted community. 

He added that he was in-
spired with the way people came 
forward to extend their selfless 
services in whatever way they 

could.
When asked if the rooms 

offered by the two gentlemen 
have been occupied, Zao said 
that victims have already oc-
cupied some.  He said that some 
churches and organizations are 
still coming forward with mon-
etary assistance and other forms 
of help for the displaced people.

Nagas as a community is 
doing great when it comes to 
helping one another in times of 
need though the government is 
doing its best, he added.

Appealing the public to help 
the monsoon rain victims, Zao 
wrote: “kindly do your bit to en-
courage our brothers and sisters 
who are trying and sacrificing to 

Help our fellow brethren. Kindly 
help each other by not criticising 
people or the government at this 
juncture. 

We are trying our level best 
to deliver peace of mind and 
all possible help to our people 
through our own small ways. 
People like Sunep and Metekhri-
elie encourage us to do more.” 
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Violence erupts at embattled 
Manipur University, cops fire tear gas

Mission to help artisans and craftsman 
to be launched soon in Manipur

Meghalaya to popularise and market jackfruit

NF Railway installs CCTVs in base kitchens 

Work underway to repatriate 
Reang tribal refugees to Mizoram

AGP urges 
authorities to 
ensure NRC is  
without foreigners

Imphal, Aug. 7 (PTI):  A 
clash broke out between  
protesting students and a 
group of people that were 
demanding “resumption 
of classes” at Manipur 
University, in Imphal West 
district, where prohibitory 
orders of Section 144 CrPC  
are in force since July 25, a 
senior official said.

Police had to f ire 
tear gas shells and mock 
bombs to disperse the 
mob, he said.

“A group of people, 
with no possible affilia-
tion, entered into a heated 
altercation with the stu-
dents, who were hold-
ing silent protests at the 
institute yesterday under 
the aegis of Manipur Uni-
versity Students Union 
(MUSU). 

The altercation soon 

led to a clash, prompting 
police to take action,” the 
official said.

Academic activities at 
the central university have 
been under suspension 
for over two months as 
teachers, students and 
staff members there have 
been demanding the re-
moval of Vice Chancellor 
AP Pandey over allega-
tions of administrative 
negligence and financial 
irregularities.

The district adminis-
tration, last week, issued a 
separate order preventing 
demonstrations in and 
around the university.

Despite the prohibi-
tory orders, the agitators, 
after the altercation, tried 
to take out a rally from 
the main gate of the insti-
tute yesterday, the officer 

said.
“The police officers 

had to fire tear gas shells 
and mock bombs to dis-
perse the local people as 
well as the students, who 
turned violent after they 
were stopped from taking 
out the rally,” he added.

A MUSU functionary 
said four students have 
sustained injuries in the 
clash, a claim refuted by 
the police officers.

He also said that simi-
lar rallies were taken out 
yesterday at Senapati, 
Kangpok and Churach-
andpur districts by the 
students’ bodies.

“In Senapati district, 
which has a predominant 
Naga population, at least 
2000 protesters partici-
pated in a rally yesterday. 
At Churachandpur and 

Kangpok districts, too, 
the students took to the 
streets, seeking redressal 
of their grievances,” the 
MUSU member added.

L  D e b a n a n d a ,  a 
spokesperson of Manipur 
University Teachers Asso-
ciation (MUTA), said the 
situation at the university 
changed for worse after 
the police last week dis-
mantled a makeshift camp 
of the agitating bodies at 
the entrance gate of the 
university.

Additionally, the de-
tention of a MUSU func-
tionary over charges that 
he defaced the images 
of the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and tore 
posters of his flagship 
programmes also infu-
riated the students, he 
claimed.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Y Joykumar had on 
Sunday appealed to the 
protesting students and 
teachers to cooperate 
with the HRD Ministry 
and the state government 
in restoring normalcy at 
the university.

He also urged the agi-
tators to keep faith in the 
administration, which has 
the “best interests of the 
students” in mind.

Pandey was sent on a 
month’s leave on August 
2 on the advice of Un-
ion HRD Ministry. He was 
replaced by professor W 
Vishwanath Singh.

An inquiry committee, 
constituted by the minis-
try last month, is currently 
looking into the allega-
tions of negligence and 
irregularities.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 7 : A Mis-
sion for Economic Em-
powerment of Traditional 
Artisans/Craftsman will 
be launched soon in Ma-
nipur. The project is to 
further the goal of self-
employment, inclusive 
development and eco-
nomic empowerment of   
artisans/craftsman in the 
state besides providing  a 
market place for finished 
products. 

Textiles, Commerce 
and Industry Minister 
Thongam Biswajit Singh 
said this while speaking 
at the 4th National Han-
dloom Day celebration 
held under the aegis of 
Directorate of Handlooms 
and Textiles, Government 
of Manipur in Imphal on 
Tuesday.

Highlighting the sig-
nificance of observing the 

National Handloom Day 
which commemorates 
the Swadeshi Movement 
of 1905, Minister Biswajit 
said the day is observed to 
promote the products of 
the weavers, artisans and 
craftsman of the state.

Informing that there 
are 3.09 lakhs weavers in 
the state, he announced 
that the central govern-
ment will start giving in-
tegrated cluster scheme 
from this year, acknowl-
edging the activities of our 
weavers.

Stating that central 
schemes Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana - Gramin 
(PMAY-G) and Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
(PMUY) were launched 
to empower the women, 
he assured that the hand-
loom industry will not be 
declined with the launch 
of power loom because 

both are different items. 
Appealing to promote 
natural dye in the state to 
boost our income, he also 
announced that the gov-
ernment will give design 
and excellence awards 
from the next year.

Besides launching a 
logo of Handloom and 
Handicrafts, a reference 
book ‘Manipur Handloom 
Development Programme’ 
and a book authored by 
Mutua Bahadur were also 
released in the day’s func-
tion.

Three National awar-
dees were also honoured 
with cash prize of INR 4.40 
lakhs each while two state 
and two merit awardees 
were given INR 1 lakh 
and INR 50,000 each. A 
documentary film ‘Chara 
Lyong – Looms & Life’ was 
also released and screened 
during the function.

Shillong, Aug. 7 (PTI): The Meg-
halaya government, which is keen 
on marketing jackfruit in the state, 
has entrusted a hotel management 
institute here to popularise it, a 
government official said. 

Popularising the fruit will also 
create livelihood opportunities for 
jackgruit growers in rural and urban 
areas, the official said.

Meghalaya is the second state 
after Tripura in the North East re-
gion to have taken the initiative to 
explore the potential of the largest 
tree-borne fruit seriously, accord-
ing to Additional Chief Secretary K 
N Kumar.

The government-aided Insti-
tute of Hotel Management (IHM) 
recently displayed their products 
at the jackfruit festival here and 
all their food items were liked by 
visitors and state government rep-
resentatives.

“The IHM is the first and only 
institute of repute to try out over 100 
recipes using jackfruits,” its director 
Vijay Kumar told PTI.

He said the institute is guided 
by the state government, which 
intends to market the fruit.

At the jackfruit festival held 
recently, the IHM team displayed 
and sold various products made 
of jackfruit, such as cupcakes, pas-
tries, chips, juice, wines, biscuits, 
jackfruit pickles, curry and other 

culinary items.
According to Kumar, the jack-

fruit biryani was adjudged the best 
and the item can even make up for 
chicken.

He hoped the item is accepted in 
the food outlets in the state.

The tourism department is in 
contact with leading hotels in the 
state and has floated the idea of 
serving jackfruit dishes by them 
and other food outlets, an officer 
said.

“This way the demand of the 
fruit, which generally is a pig feed, 
will go up,” she said.

Often ignored for its bulkiness 
and strong aroma, the jackfruit has 
been declared an important fruit in 
the state and the government has 
come up with a policy document for 
a five year intensive mission with 
an aim to generate employment 
opportunities for nearly over 80,000 
farmers.

Meghalaya Chief Minister Con-
rad K Sangma had launched the 
draft policy for the mission and the 
Rs 79 crore mission is likely to be 
launched before Independence Day 
this year.

Kumar said that the state loses 
about Rs 500 crore a year due to 
underutilisation of the “low input 
and low cost fruit”.

He said that roughly 75 per cent 
of the produce is wasted resulting in 

a vast economic waste and hoped 
that due to the mission mode inter-
vention, the value addition of the 
fruit’s products will cut down the 
waste vastly.

Ku m a r,  u n d e r  w h o s e  s u -
pervision the mission has been 
launched, said if the fruit is pro-
moted the vegan market would 
specially be attracted as it is grown 
organically and in a natural way in 
the state.

The market is increasing by 
about 600 per cent in the US, 350 
per cent in the UK in the past dec-
ade and about 17 per cent annually 
in China, he said.

The market for jackfruits is in-
creasing by about 17 per cent and 
600 per cent annually in China and 
the US respectively, he said. It had 
risen to 350 per cent in the UK in the 
past decade, he said.

There are at least one million 
jackfruit trees in the state spread 
across the Garo Hills and the bor-
der areas of the Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills region in the state, Kumar said 
adding the Centre would conduct a 
diversity study on the fruit.

Governor Ganga Prasad had 
personally sought the setting up of 
a national research centre for jack 
fruit at Tura during his meeting 
with the union agriculture minister 
earlier this year, the additional chief 
secretary said.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): In order to 
ensure greater supervision of the 
quality of food served in trains, N.F. 
Railway is installing CCTVs in base 
kitchens.

In a press release received here 
on Tuesday, the chief public rela-
tions officer of N.R. Railway in Mali-
gaon stated that already three of the 
eight base kitchens in N.F. Railway 
has been fitted with CCTVs and the 
rest are to be provided with CCTVs 
by end of this month.

Live feed from the base kitchens 
will be available in divisional com-
mercial control rooms for constant 

monitoring.  By this the official 
will be able to monitor whether 
basic hygiene standards are being 
adhered to and that the kitchens 
are free from pests, stated the press 
release.  CCTVs have also been in-
stalled in four food plaza stalls and 
three fast food units.  Thus out of 26 
fixed catering units, 11 have been 
fitted with CCTVs till date.

The press release also stated that 
in order to do away with complaints 
of over changing IRCTC has started 
price tagging of all meals available 
aboard trains and static units in 
stations.

Provision of digital payment has 
also been started in 34 static units 
and 27 trains of N.F. Railway where 
customers and passengers can pay 
through credit/debit card, paytm 
and BHIM app, instead of cash.  
N.F. Railway plans to facilitate dig-
ital payment of catering cast in all 
trains and all static units by the end 
of this financial year.  To sensitise 
the public about the need for ask-
ing for proper bill against payment, 
a slogan saying “NO BILL – FOOD 
IS FREE” has also been printed on 
tickets all over the zone, the press 
release added.

Agartala/Aizawl, Aug. 7 
(IANS): The Tripura and 
Mizoram governments,  
along with the Centre. 
are arranging  repatria-
tion of 32,876 tribal refu-
gees to Mizoram starting 
next week, officials said 
on Tuesday.

“A meeting of Central, 
Mizoram and Tripura gov-
ernment officials would 
be held on Thursday at 
Damchanra (in north-
ern Tripura) to finalise a 
‘road map’ to repatriate 
the Reang tribal refugees 
to Mizoram immediately 
after Independence Day,” 
Kanchanpur Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate Sajal 
Biswas told IANS.

“District Magistrates 
of three Mizoram districts 
(Mamit, Lunglei and Ko-
lasib), north Tripura dis-
tricts and a joint secretary 
level officer of the Union 
Home Ministry would 
attend the meeting to de-
cide the strategies,” he 
added.

After a series of meet-
ings, an agreement to re-

patriate the tribals and 
look to their settlement 
was signed on July 3 in 
New Delhi.

Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh,  Tr ipura 
Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb and his Mi-
zoram counterpart Lal 
Thanhawla along with of-
ficials of the Mizoram Bru 
Displaced People’s Forum 
(MBDPF) were present 
during the signing.

As per the agreement, 
the tribals, comprising 
5,407 families, would start 
returning to their homes 
from August 16 or 17. 

The multi-phase repa-
triation process would be 
completed by September 
30.

The agreement also fi-
nalised a six-point benefit 
package for each family.

However, two weeks 
after the signing, refugee 
leaders said the tribals 
were unwilling to return 
unless their old demands, 
including the formation 
of an Area Development 
Council, were met.

The MBDPF is the 
apex organisation of the 
refugees, locally known as 
“Bru”, who have been liv-
ing in six makeshift camps 
in Kanchanpur and Panis-
agar sub-divisions adjoin-
ing Mizoram, for the past 
21 years.

The tribals fled their 
homes in October 1997 
after a Mizo forest official 
was killed.

Meanwhile, Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
Lok Sabha Chief Whip Ji-
tendra Chowdhury urged 
the Centre not to repatri-
ate the refugees without 
settlement of the land and 
other issues.

“Without settling the 
basic and genuine issues 
of the tribals including 
land, livelihood and secu-
rity, the refugees should 
not be repatriated. I raised 
the issue in Lok Sabha last 
week. 

But the government is 
yet to respond,” Chowd-
hury told IANS on Tues-
day over phone from 
Delhi.

Guwahati, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
The Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) leaders have urged  
the state coordinator for 
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC), Prateek Haje-
la, to ensure that not a 
single foreigner’s name is 
included in the final NRC, 
said AGP chief Atul Bora 
on Monday. 

Addressing the me-
dia, Bora said that only 
an error-free NRC can 
safeguard the indigenous 
people of the state.

“We are going to op-
pose any move which is 
inimical to the interest of 
the people of Assam. We 
are not going to accept 
any move which helps 
settlement of the illegal 
foreigners in Assam at 
any cost,” said the AGP 
president, who is a Minis-
ter in the Cabinet of Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal.

“The Centre has been 
trying to bring in certain 
things which go against 
the Assam Accord and 
NRC. The soul of NRC 
must be protected,” he 
added.  Some govern-
ment officials have, on 
record, admitted that the 
NRC included names of 
declared foreigners in dif-
ferent places while it had 
excluded several mem-
bers of tribal communi-
ties, who, are the sons of 
soils here.

The draft NRC pub-
lished on July 30 included 
the names of over 2.89 
crore people of the state 
but left 40 lakh people out 
of the document for some 
discrepancies.

EM Images

The logo of Handloom and Handicrafts that was released during the national handloom day in Imphal on 
Tuesday, Aug. 7.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1902SUD0KU 1742
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Doctor of Education
 4. Strip
 8. Wading birds
 12. Hawaiian dish of taro root
 13. Prevent from being seen or 

discovered
 14. Father
 15. Phone assistant
 17. Employee Stock Ownership Plan
 18. East Indian annual erect herb
 19. Athletic competition
 21. French for “Towards”
 23. Bush
 26. A specific calendar day
 29. Daring
 31. Actresses Madigan or Irving
 32. A bacterial infection of the 

throat
 33. French for “No”
 34. Any of numerous small slender 

long-tailed parrots
 36. ____sylavania
 37. Beach
 38. Thorny flower
 40. Drinks small amounts
 42. Had small sleeps
 46. French for “Friends”
 48. Cantata
 50. Affliction
 51. Burbot
 52. Electrical conduction through a 

gas in an applied electric field
 53. Ones
 54. Be obedient to
 55. One of three states of 

matter 
 
 DOWN
 1. Epic or heroic poem
 2. The dried leaves of the hemp
       plant
 3. Becomes deceased
 4. Bring dishonor upon
 5. Having information or

      understanding
 6. Rapid bustling movement
 7. ____orist = violent rebel
 8. Induces vomiting
 9. The lines a baseball 

player must follow while 
running the bases

 10. A corporation’s first 
public offering 

 11. Drain of resources
 16. Jabber
 20. As fast as can be done

 22. More certain
 24. Egyptian sun god
 25. ____ Redgrave, actress
 26. Bounces over water
 27. An oriental female 

domestic
 28. Amino acid
 30. Explode
 32. Beehive 
 35. Comes up
 36. Melon, cucumbers, 

pumpkin

 39. Thai dish
 41. A musical composition 

for one performer
 43. ____matic = practical
 44. Mammal genus
 45. Medical men
 46. A fabric woven from 

goat and camel hair
 47. A waterproof raincoat 

made of rubberized 
fabric

 49. Take by force
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I, Shri. C Tinglise 
Sangtam under 

Regd.No: 3014/18 
Date: 6/08/18 

declared that my 
wife correct name 

is C Laldinfeli 
instead of Floria 
and her correct 
date of birth is 

25.10.1984 instead 
of 12.04.1985.

AFFIDAVIT

K-1822

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. NOULENUO BELHO W/o LT. ZAKIEVOZO BELHO, U.D.A Dte 
Health & F.W. Nagaland, Kohima resident of Kitsubozou Colony, Kohima  has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, 
Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, 
GIS, Leave Encashment, Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No. 
31043396058 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 22-06-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                  Dated Kohima, the 6th Aug, 2018

KG-2721

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. LUCY MERRY W/o LT. P. JACOB TUNGOE, Photographer, Dte Information & 
Public Relation, N/L, Kma resident of Seikhazou Colony, D. Khel Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ 
transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave Encashment, Gratuity & other Service 
Benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No. 20026776484 SBI Chedema Branch, SBI Wokha Branch A/C No. 
30402255406 & SBI Rangapahar Branch A/C No. 30528976296. Who expired on 08-07-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) month from 
the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                  Dated Kohima, the 6th Aug, 2018

KG-2722

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND  
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND
Dated Dimapur, the 6th August2018

Sd/- SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL, IAS
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

No-REV-6/2000-D      /Notice is hereby given that Shri 
Senti Jamir resident of Half Nagarjan, United Colony, 
Dimapur, has applied for issue of duplicate allotment order 
for his patta land covered by Patta No.129, Dag No.6/149, 
measuring an area 00B-01K-08Ls, suited at Block.2
The said land is bounded as under:-
North: Subongriba, South: Govt, 
West: Nizuto Chishi, East: Vitoshe

Therefore, any claims/objection concerning to the 
said land may be submitted to this office in writing on or 
before 6.9.18.

NOTICE

D-5845

LAND FOR SALE
AT 

NAGA UNITED VILLAGE
3 BIGAS

CONT: 9383024848
NO BROKER

D-5846

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA.
NO. PHQ (C-I) 2/90 (Pt)/1700 Dated, Kohima, the 7th Aug’2018

NOTIFICATION
In pursuance of this Office Advertisement No. PHQ (C-I) 2/90 (Pt)  Dated, 10/03/2018, 
the list of selected candidates along with the waiting list, for the post of LDA-cum-
Computer Assistant under the Police Department, based on merit are shown as under:

The selected candidates including those in the Waiting List are required to submit 
in writing their acceptance to PHQ, on or before the 14th of August’ 2018, failing 
which it will be deemed that the selected candidates have not accepted the offer, 
and the posts shall be offered to the candidates in the waiting list being maintained 
by this Office.

Sd/-
(T. JOHN LONGKUMER) IPS

Director General of Police
Nagaland, Kohima.

SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO
1 1757 8 5027 15 191 22 5158 (BT) 29 6152 (BT)
2 334 9 7056 16 3098 23 4452 (BT) 30 2090 (BT)
3 347 10 3330 17 6693 24 1617 (BT) 31 3208 (BT)
4 59 11 3513 18 475 25 886 (BT) 32 1531 (BT)
5 5888 12 4199 19 2632 26 31 (BT) 33 6995 (BT)
6 114 13 6245 20 1739 27 2899 (BT)
7 2114 14 4911 21 4864 28 3826 (BT)

SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO SL.NO REG NO
1 5648 5 5428 9 5769 13 6381 (BT) 17 1560 (BT)
2 4623 6 1785 10 2863 14 2027 (BT) 18 1093 (BT)
3 2589 7 1787 11 14 (BT) 15 3492 (BT) 19 1876 (BT)
4 6505 8 529 12 817 (BT) 16 6371 (BT) 20 1354 (BT)

MERIT LIST

WAITING LIST

KG-2720

VACANCY
 M.Sc (Maths) for Higher Secondary

*Plus yearly increments & other incentives.
Additional amount of Rs. 1,000/- for B. Ed.
Applications with Resume, 2 passport size photos, contact 
number and necessary documents from HSLC onwards should 
reach the undersigned on or before Friday, 17th August, 2018.

Principal 

             Salary  : Rs. 25,000/-*

Midland, Dimapur
www.littlestardimapur.com

Phone No:- 03862-248507/9077849026

Little Star Hr. Sec. School

D-5847
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Public, govt. should work together 
to combat vector borne diseases

Districts planning boards meet for Aug. month 

Independence Day visitation assignments 
Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The deputy commission-
er of Dimapur, Sushil Ku-
mar Patel  has informed 
about the different de-
partment, institutions, 
NGOs under Dimapur 
district that are to make 
necessary arrangement 
for providing charitable 
feeding of patients, or-
phanages and inmates 
on Independence Day, 
Aug. 15. 
•	 DDSC	 Stadium	 (pub-

lic gallery) - Rotaract 
Club.	Dimapur

•	 Civil	 Hospital-	 Naga-
land Bhojpuri Samaj  

•	 Central	 Jail-	Dimapur	
Press	Club		

•	 Mother	Teresa	Charity	
Home-	Dimapur	Ben-
gali Samaj

•	 Sub-Jail	 -	 Jain	 Com-
munity 

•	 Orphanage/Dumb/
Deaf	 School-	 Chu-
mukedima Town 
Council	

•	 St.	 Joseph	Orphanage	
Home	 Vety	 Colony,	
Burma	Camp	-	Rotary	
Club

•	 Bethesda	 Youth	 Cen-
tre-	Red	Cross	Society,	
Dimapur branch 

•	 Prodigal’s	 Home-	
Muslim	 Council	 Di-
mapur 

•	 Orphanage	 Home	
Diphupar - Business 
Association of Nagas 

•	 Mother’s	 Hope-	 Mar-

wari	Ccommunity	
•	 CHSIR	 (4th	 Mile)	 -	

Dimapur	 Municipal	
Council	

•	 Multi-Specialty	 Hos-
pital,	Police	Complex,	
Chumukedima-	 Na-
galand Bricks Kiln 
Union, Dimapur  

•	 Holy	 Redeemer,	 Chu-
mukedima- Gorkha 
Union, Dimapur

•	 Wondangki	 Orphan-
age	 Home	 (Supply	 &	
River	 Belt	 Colony)	 -	
Dimapur	District	Citi-
zens Forum  

•	 Spastic	 Society-	 Leo	
Club	Dimapur	

•	 Sharon	 Home	 of	
Hope,	 Burma	 Camp-	
DCC	&	I,	Dimapur

•	 Ehenezeer	 Orphan-
age,	 DC	 Court	 Area	 -	
Lions	 Club,	 Dimapur	
Also, the additional 
deputy commissioner 
of	Kohima,	Lithrongla	
Tongpi Rutsa has in-
formed that the fol-
lowing organization, 
clubs and NGOs have 
volunteered to visit 
the under mentioned 
homes and institu-
tions on the occasion 
of the 72nd Inde-
pendence	 Day	 Cele-
brations on Aug. 15.

•	 Kohima	Orphanage	&	
Destitute	 Home	 -Li-
ons	Club,	Kohima

•	 District	 TB	 &	 Chest	
disease	 Hospital,	

Khuzama – Kohima 
Press	Club

•	 Eden	 Garden	 Or-
phanage, Khuzama – 
Voluntary	Women	As-
sociation, Nagaland

•	 Naga	 Hospital	 Ko-
hima – Angami Stu-
dents Union

•	 State	 Mental	 Insti-
tute,	 Aradura	 Hill	 –	
Angami Students Un-
ion

•	 Old	 Age	 Home	 (Near	
REILIT)	 –	 Nagaland	
Adventure	Club

•	 Leprosy	 Colony,	 Na-
gabazar	–	IRCS	(Naga-
land State Branch)

•	 District	 Jail	 Kohima	 –	
Nagaland	Contractors	
&	Suppliers	Union

•	 Bright	 Morning	 Star	
Orphanage	 –	 Classic	
Club

•	 Differently	 Abled	 of	
Cherry	Blossom,	Lerie	
– Gorkha Panchayat

•	 Tabitha	 Enabling	
Academy – Nagaland 
Association for Ad-
venture,	 Mountain-
eering	&	Education

•	 Children	 with	 Special	
Needs	of	Joe	Founda-
tion,	 Agri	 Colony	 –	
Nagaland	 Motorcycle	
Club

•	 Kripa	Centre	–	Hindu	
Kalyan Samithi

•	 Spastic	 Society	 –	 Ker-
ala	Club,	Kohima

•	 Distribution	of	Sweets	
–	Royal	Club

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The Dimapur district 
review meeting on the 
National	 Vector	 Borne	
Disease	 Control	 Program	
(NVBDP)	 activities	 was	
held	in	the	CMO’s	confer-
ence hall on Aug. 7, where 
the role of the public 
in assisting the depart-
ment in controlling vec-
tor borne diseases was 
emphasised by the joint 
director	and	SPO	of	NVB-
CDP,	Dr.	Talitemsula.				

A press release re-
ceived here from the Dis-
trict	 Programme	 Man-
agement	 Unit	 (DPMU),	
while highlighting about 
the meeting stated that 
the Dr. Talitemsula urged 
the public to take own-
ership and follow the 
simple control measures 
disseminated by the de-
partment. 

Emphasising	 on	 the	

STATE

Yangli College welcomes new students 

Mr. and Miss Fresher 2018 of Yangli College.

Mokokchung DPDB meeting for the month of August being held in the ADC conference hall in Mokokchung.

Dr. Talitemsula, health workers and others pose for the lens after the district review meeting in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Aug. 7 (EMN): 
Yangli	Colleg,	Longleng	held	
its	 26th	 freshers’	 day	 in	 the	
college’s	 Borgohain	 Hall	
on	 Aug.	 4,	 with	 the	 deputy	
commissioner	 of	 Longleng,	
Tsulise Sangtam as the spe-
cial guest. 

A press release issued 
by	 convener	 of	 the	 Yangli	
College	Freshers’	Social,	 in-
formed	 that	 the	 freshers’	
day was held on the theme 
‘transcending	new	horizon’.	

During the programme, 
principal of the college, K 
Hokheto	 Sumi	 welcomed	
the audience while the BA 
3rd semester students pre-
sented the welcome song. 

A special prayer for the 

role of the citizens in as-
sisting the department 
to control the menace of 
vector borne diseases, 
Dr. Talitemsula assert-
ed that the department 
alone should not be held 
responsible instead the 
public should be more 
proactive and prevent 

mosquito breeding plac-
es in and around their vi-
cinities. 

“The only way to 
control and prevent 
Dengue and other vec-
tor borne diseases is for 
the Department and the 
public to work together,” 
the release quoted Dr. 

Talitemsula. 
It also stated that joint 

director reviewed the per-
formances of field work-
ers	 under	 NVBDCP	 and	
also reoriented them on 
their roles and responsi-
bilities. She also reviewed 
the performance of Di-
mapur	 District	 NVBDCP	

activities	 from	 January	
to	 July	 2018	 and	 com-
mented that the Dimapur 
NVBDCP	 was	 doing	 all	
the necessary activities to 
control and prevent the 
outbreak of dengue and 
other vector borne dis-
eases in the district, the 
release stated. 

Dimapur,Aug. 7 (EMN): 
The District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB)	of	Peren,	Mokok-
chung, and Pughoboto 
conducted the board 
meeting for the month of 
August.

Mokokchung:  The 
Mokokchung	 DPDB	
meeting was held under 
the chairmanship of its 
vice chairman, Sachin 
Jaiswal	 on	 Aug.	 in	 the	
ADC	 conference	 hall	 in	
Mokokchung.

An update from 
DPRO stated that the vice 
chairman who is also the 
deputy commissioner of 
the district thanked all 
the departments, NGOs 
and all agencies involved 
on the grand success of 
Tsungremmong	 Mini	
Hornbill	 Festival	 held	
in the district from Aug. 
1-3.

SDO	 (C),	 M	 Chaid-
anya Prasa, briefed the 
house in detail regarding 
parking of government 
funds with Nagaland Ru-
ral	 Bank.	 He	 requested	
all the departments to 
give priority to Rural 
banks whenever parking 
of funds regarding any 
new schemes and pro-
grammes comes up in 
future.

ADC	 Tuli	 Imsong-
meren briefed the house 
on the present Naga-
land-Assam problem 
which flared up due to 
setting up of a border 
outpost by Assam in the 
disputed area Nagaland-
Assam	 border.	 He	 also	
suggested and proposed 
the house to ask gov-
ernment for creation of 
an Independent Border 
Magistrate	at	Tuli.

The	 DC	 also	 supple-
mented on the border 
issue saying that it is se-
rious not only at Tuli but 
also	in	Mariani,	Tsurang-
kong	 and	 Longchem	
block.	 He	 requested	 all	
the members to be more 
vigilant and also educate 
the villages in the border 
area not to flare up issue 
unnecessarily and create 
problematic situation 
but to maintain peaceful 
atmosphere in the bor-
der area.

The meeting includ-
ed a power point pres-
entation	 from	 Childline	
Mokokchung.

Peren: The monthly 
meeting of the Peren 
DPDB was held on Aug. 

6 in the conference hall 
of deputy commissioner 
in Peren, presided over 
by advisor to Irrigation 
&	 Flood	 Control	 depart-
ment, Namri Nchang.

According to an up-
date from DPRO, the 
vice chairman of DPDB 
Peren, S Tainiu wel-
comed the newly posted 
officer	ADC	Jalukie	Tino	
Chang.

The board reviewed 
the previous meeting 
minute regarding estab-
lishment of foundation 
centre for differently 
abled	 persons	 at	 Jalukie	
and was approved and 
recommended. 

The proposal for up 
gradation of Ikiesingram 
GMS	 to	 GHS	 and	 Ram-
zie primary school to el-
ementary was differed to 
the	next	DPDB	meeting,	
it informed. 

The board also stated 
to have approved the for-
mation of officers club at 
Peren, considering the 
need of the officers post-
ed in the district to have 
a common platform and 
to promote coordination 
and mutual understand-
ing in the district. The 
club will be formed un-
der the chairmanship of 

deputy commissioner.
The board also dis-

cussed and reviewed to 
adhere to the standing 
order for banning of log-
ging, hunting and fish-
ing within the District.  
The department of Tour-
ism highlighted their 
departmental activities 
through power point 
presentation. 

Pughuboto: The Sub 
Divisional	 Planning	 &	
Development Board 
Pughoboto meeting was 
held under the chair-
manship of SDPDB and 
MLA,	 Y.	 Vikheho	 Swu	
at the DB court hall in 
Pughoboto on Aug. 7.

ADC	 Pughoboto,	
Phuleshe	K	Yepthomi	re-
viewed the meeting min-
utes on measles-rubella 
vaccination campaign. 
In his address, he urged 
officers to be in station 
to give assistance to the 
public. 

MO	 Dr.	 Alvis	 A	
Chikheh	 while	 giving	
power point presenta-
tion	said	in	the	24	village	
covered by nine sub-
centres,	 three	 PHC	 	 and	
one	CHC.	Responding	to	
the	medical	official,	MLA	
requested him to create 
“Doctor	 Help	 Line”	 in	

Pughoboto sub-division 
and also directed the 
medical officials to be 
in station. After deliber-
ating the difficulties of 
the patient in the divi-
sion, the house decided 
to write a letter to the 
concerned department 
to immediately post the 
doctors for the replace-
ment when transferred 
from their posting place. 
Swu also requested the 
Medical	 department	 to	
give another power point 
presentation	 in	 the	 next	
meeting.

Regarding the roads 
in different localities 
affected by the flood, 
funds for fuel will be 
provided,	 said	 MLA.	 He	
added that normal al-
location of fund should 
reach the division to 
maintain	 the	 roads.	 He	
urged the Administra-
tion	 and	 the	 R&B	 de-
partment Pughoboto 
to submit the landslide 
area with photos to the 
engineer- in-chief and 
also workout the esti-
mates and send letter to 
the	 NSDMA	 for	 their	 re-
quirements through the 
DC	 Zuheboto	 for	 disas-
ter management, as the 
Union	 MoS	 for	 Home,	

Kiren Rejiju has assured 
during his visit recently.

The board decided 
and agreed to request 
the	DPDB	Zunheboto	to	
relieve	 or	 exempt	 from	
the	‘Common	Pool’	fund	
so as to develop Pugh-
oboto division like other 
sub-divisions. The board 
also	 approved	 the	 LADP	
2018-19.

The board also dis-
cussed about the drain-
age in town, headmas-
ter and maths teacher 
in	 GHS,	 health	 centers	
in Pughoboto and water 
source.	 SDPDB	 Chair-
man and his team Kani-
ho Swu also reviewed all 
LADP	project.

college was offered by the 
PBCA	 Executive	 Secretary,	
N Tialemba while a special 
song and a musical piece 
were presented by BAth se-
mester students and and 
Nganom respectively.  

The programme also 

witnessed the crowning 
of	 Chingmei	 M	 as	 the	 Mr.	
Fresher	and	Chingkamtenla	
as	the	Miss	Fresher	2018.		

In the second session, 
cultural	 extravaganza	 was	
organised	by	the	Yingli	Col-
lege	Students’Union.
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India’s Untapped Gold 
Medals in the Northeast 

A
mid hue and cry over the draft of the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), two important an-
nouncements, which would immensely ben-
efit the Northeast, went unheralded. The first 

one is obviously the setting up of a sports university in 
Manipur, which got the Parliament’s nod the previous 
week. Around the same time, the Board for Control of 
Cricket in India (BCCI) also allowed the north-eastern 
states to participate in the Ranji Trophy, all on the ba-
sis of recommendations made by the Justice Lodha 
Committee. There is no need to say that the north-
easterners were waiting to hear the news for a long 
time. Experts too, and not only the people of the region, 
have opined time and again that to become a sporting 
nation India needs to make the Northeast its sporting 
hub. But so far not much has happened. One can still 
remember when Manipur offered to host the National 
Games; people at the top squarely rejected the proposal 
citing the geographical distance from the mainland to 
Manipur. Their argument was that the long travel and 
schedule would prevent the sportspersons from per-
forming their best. After a lot of effort and lobbying, 
Manipur finally got the chance to host the games. But 
the detractors didn’t stop—they cried foul when the 
games’ date was postponed for unavoidable reasons. 
Quite strangely these people were absolutely quiet 
when Jharkhand postponed the games thrice. Finally 
in successfully organising the games Manipur gave all 
its detractors a befitting reply.

On the field and off the field, the north-easterners 
have always given strong reply to those who dared to 
challenge their love and passion for sports. The Indian 
sporting arena today is not complete without the pres-
ence of north-eastern sportspersons. But in one disci-
pline, which is undoubtedly the most popular game in 
the country, the north-eastern region has no presence. 
It is not that the north-easterners do not love cricket. It 
will not be harsh to say that the region was kept out of 
the country’s cricketing scene. In football the cash-rich 
Indian Super League (ISL) is dominated by the north-
easterners. But in cricket the picture is completely dif-
ferent. In the Indian Premier League (IPL) there is no 
representation from the Northeast. Forget about repre-
sentations, there is no team from the region in this an-
nual tournament although small cities like Kochi, Pune, 
and Amhedabad are part of the IPL. Does someone 
need any more evidence to believe that step-motherly 
treatment was given to the region by the BCCI? 

We know that this is not the moment to discuss such 
bitter truths. This is the moment to cherish. This is the 
moment of happiness. The mission is accomplished. 
So it will not be wise to start the blame game afresh. 
We can only pray that in the future budding sportsper-
sons shall get modern education about sports. Today’s 
budding cricketers from the region will get a chance 
to represent the country soon. No sportspersons will 
face a similar situation as Dingko Singh or M. Mary 
Kom faced. If that happens, India is certain to get more 
champions such as Hima Das soon.

C. Uday Bhaskar  | IANS

Alan Cooper, Alan N Williams and  
Nigel Spooner  | The Conversation

Hiroshima Aftermath, cropped version with writing of Paul Tibbets. (wikipedia)

Atomic bomb mushroom clouds over Hiroshima (left) and Nagasaki (right). (wikipedia)

We must love those for whom Christ died 
as well as those in whom Christ lives.

As a convert to Jesus Christ, Nabeel Qureshi has 
written books to help his readers understand the 
people in the religion he left. His tone is respectful, 
and Qureshi always displays a heart of love for his 

people.
Qureshi dedicated one of his books to his sister, who 

has not yet put her faith in Jesus. The dedication is brief, but 
powerful. “I am begging God for the day that we can wor-
ship him together,” he wrote.

We get a sense of that kind of love as we read Paul’s 
letter to the church in Rome. “My heart is filled with bitter 
sorrow and unending grief,” he said, “for my people, my 
Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be for-
ever cursed—cut off from Christ!—if that would save them” 
(Romans 9:2–3 nlt).

Paul loved the Jewish people so much that he would 
have chosen separation from God if only they would accept 
Christ. He understood that by rejecting Jesus, his people 
were rejecting the one true God. This motivated him to ap-
peal to his readers to share the good news of Jesus with 
everyone (10:14–15).

Today, may we prayerfully dedicate ourselves to the love 
that aches for those close to us!

Father, we ask You to fill our hearts with Your love for 
others. We hold ______ up to You and beg for them to 

see the truth about Your Son Jesus.

DAILY

PATH
Dedicated to Love

BIBLE READ:  ROMANS 9:1–5    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
My heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites 

is that they may be saved.           
~   Romans 10:1

Remembering Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 
Whither Nuclear Disarmament?

When Did Aboriginal People First Arrive in Australia?

A
ugust 6 is etched in an apoca-
lyptic manner on the global 
consciousness given the nu-
clear enormity that engulfed 

the unsuspecting residents of Japan’s 
Hiroshima on that day in 1945. Three 
days later Nagasaki met the same fate, 
though tragically August 9 receives even 
lesser attention from a jaded world 
whose attention span often oscillates 
from one tweet to another.

The “national herd” in every major 
demographic cluster is episodically led 
from one sensational but banal event to 
another and the collective danger that 
the nuclear weapon poses to humanity 
is glossed over, with a fleeting reference 
on Hiroshima Day when platitudes are 
dutifully mouthed by the political lead-
ership across the world.

The year 2018 is a bit different, but in 
an alarming way. Prickly nuclear nation-
alism now rules the roost and the charge 
has been led by the world’s oldest and 
most powerful democracy. On July 23, 
US President Donald Trump tweeted 
— as is his wont — to Iranian President 
Rouhani, and this one was in all caps:

NEVER, EVER THREATEN THE 
UNITED STATES AGAIN OR YOU WILL 
SUFFER CONSEQUENCES THE LIKES 
OF WHICH FEW THROUGHOUT HIS-
TORY HAVE EVER SUFFERED BEFORE. 
WE ARE NO LONGER A COUNTRY 
THAT WILL STAND FOR YOUR DE-
MENTED WORDS OF VIOLENCE & 
DEATH. BE CAUTIOUS!
Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump)

To be fair to Trump, this tweet was in 
response to what the Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani had said the previous 

day (July 22) when he warned Wash-
ington that provoking Tehran over the 
nuclear deal could lead to the “mother 
of all wars”. The Iranian reference was in 
no doubt — it was invoking the spectre 
of WMDs — long-range missiles fitted 
with nuclear warheads.

Over the last year, the global nu-
clear arsenal has increased in numbers 
among the nine nations in the world 
that are nuclear-weapon capable. This 
apocalyptic club that holds the world to 
ransom includes the original five - the 
US, Russia, UK, France and China. Post-
1964, the other four who have joined 
this “club” are Israel, India, Pakistan and 
now North Korea. Today the most seri-
ous national security threat to the US is 
deemed to be a mix of the nuclear weap-
on and terrorism as posed by non-state 
entities — often with state support.

Paradoxically, over the last year, Pa-

kistan, often referred to as the cradle 
and nursery of global terrorism, has the 
distinction of possessing the world’s 
fastest-growing nuclear weapon arse-
nal. Much of this capability has been 
enabled by a deep and opaque partner-
ship with China and North Korea.

Furthermore, Pakistan is the only 
nation among the nuclear nine wherein 
the command and control of the nu-
clear button rests with the Pakistan mili-
tary and the civilian leadership is only 
notionally in the loop. Whether Imran 
Khan, if he becomes the Prime Minis-
ter, will be able to assert civilian control 
remains moot. There are many voices 
even within Pakistan that believe a mer-
curial Khan may not be the most pru-
dent choice, when it comes to nuclear 
weapons.

However, on the other hand, such 
prudence at the very top of national 

political leadership, 
while desirable, went 
out of the window 
with the election of 
Trump as US Presi-
dent, a leader who 
recently boasted 
about the size of his 
“button” apropos his 
North Korean coun-
terpart.

The deeper con-
cern in 2018 is that 
nuclear weapons are 
being brandished 
in a far more vis-
ible manner and 
the leaders of the 
US, Russia, Iran and 
North Korea are 
cases in point. Each 
of them has justi-
fied this posture as a 
case of safeguarding 
their national secu-
rity, sovereignty and 
integrity. The con-
sequences that will 
follow by way of an 
apocalyptic regional 

nuclear fallout with millions — yes, mil-
lions — killed receive little or no atten-
tion.

The greater anguish is that the global 
political leadership remains indifferent 
to such nuclear sabre-rattling and has 
done an ostrich act by treating these 
statements as political rhetoric (bluff 
and bluster?) and devoid of substance. 
And civil society, which in the 1960s and 
1970s was alert to the gravity of the nu-
clear threat, is now cynical. The nuclear 
threat joins the cluster of many lost 
causes — global warming, ocean pollu-
tion, the plastic peril and shrinking bee 
population among other amber lights 
that are flashing.

One slender sliver that followed the 
focus put by former US President Barack 
Obama on the nuclear threat is the ef-
fort by the ICAN — the International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
— that was launched in 2007. This global 
NGO comprising almost 500 partners 
from 100 countries has pushed for an 
international treaty on the prohibition 
of nuclear weapons. Elimination of the 
global nuclear arsenal is the Holy Grail 
and in 2017 ICAN successfully negotiat-
ed and concluded this treaty at the UN.

ICAN was awarded the 2017 Nobel 
Peace prize for its effort but the major 
powers, including India, have distanced 
themselves from this advocacy. Thus the 
ICAN initiative, while laudable, remains 
ineffective.

Ironically, India, which has legiti-
mately claimed a distinctive nuclear 
status in the global order, has ceded the 
disarmament space it once led from 
1960 to 2010. India is a non-signatory 
to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) and demonstrated its nuclear-
weapon capability in May 1998. Paki-
stan followed and South Asia exudes a 
nuclear prickliness that is disquieting.

Based on its nuclear profile that 
combines nuclear restraint and respon-
sibility, India was admitted to the global 
nuclear order in late 2008, thanks in 
large measure to the political resolve of 
then US President George Bush.

While New Delhi remains commit-
ted to “universal, non-discriminatory 
and verifiable nuclear disarmament”, 
it has made no significant effort in the 
last few years to demonstrate its status 
as a “different” kind of nuclear-weapon 
power. ICAN is a case in point.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
brought commendable traction to the 
challenge of global terrorism since as-
suming office in May 2014 but has re-
mained relatively reticent on the nuclear 
issue. One hopes that the Indian leader-
ship will address the nuclear issue at the 
global level with the urgency it warrants, 
so that Hiroshima-Nagasaki remain the 
tragic exception.

The author is Director, Society for Policy 
Studies, New Delhi.  

The article is in special arrangement 
with South Asia Monitor

M
any Aboriginal Australians would say with 
conviction that they have always been 
here. Their ancestors and traditional learn-
ings tell them of this history, and their pre-

cise place within it.
Our review of the scientific evidence, published to-

day in Proceedings of the National Academy of Scienc-
es, suggests that for all practical purposes, this is indeed 
the case.

Their ancestors arrived shortly after 50,000 years ago 
– effectively forever, given that modern human popula-
tions only moved out of Africa 50,000-55,000 years ago.
Long connection to country
Earlier genetic analysis of historic Aboriginal hair sam-
ples confirmed the incredibly long and deep relation-
ships between individual Aboriginal groups and their 
particular country. The small locks of hair were collect-
ed during anthropological expeditions across Australia 
from the 1920s to the 1960s.

Analysis of maternal genetic lineages revealed that 
Aboriginal populations moved into Australia around 
50,000 years ago. They rapidly swept around the west 
and east coasts in parallel movements - meeting around 
the Nullarbor just west of modern-day Adelaide.

Archaeological sites and dates (shown above) close-
ly match the genetic estimates. This indicates a very 
rapid movement throughout Australia 48,000-50,000 
years ago.
Out of Africa
It was only a few thousand years earlier that a small 
population of modern humans moved out of Africa. As 
they did, they met and briefly hybridised with Neander-
tals before rapidly spreading around the world.

They became the genetic ancestors of all surviving 
modern human populations outside of Africa, who are 
all characterised by a distinctive small subset of Nean-
dertal DNA – around 2.5% – preserved in their genomes.

This distinctive marker is found in Aboriginal popu-
lations, indicating they are part of this original diaspora, 
but one that must have moved to Australia almost im-
mediately after leaving Africa.
How to get to Australia 50,000 years ago
The movement from Africa to Australia culminated in a 
series of hazardous sea voyages across island southeast 
Asia.

Recent studies suggest the last voyage, potentially 
between Timor/Roti and the northern Kimberley coast, 
would have involved advanced planning skills, four to 
seven days paddling on a raft, and a total group of more 
than 100 to 400 people.

The possibility that earlier waves of modern human 
populations might have moved out of Africa before 
50,000 years has also been raised.

But in our review of these events, we point out that 
there is no convincing fossil evidence to support this 
idea beyond the Middle East.

One of the most important claimed potential early 
sites is in northern Australia, at Madjedbebe, a rock 
shelter in Arnhem Land. Human presence here was re-
cently declared at more than 65,000 years ago.

This 65,000-year date has rapidly become accepted 
as the age for colonisation of Australia. It has appeared 
widely in the media and elsewhere, in political state-
ments and comments by the Prime Minister.

But there is good reason to question a 65,000-year 
date, and the extent to which this contrasts with the 
sudden wave of archaeological sites that sweep across 
Australia shortly after 50,000 years ago.

These sites include Barrow Island and Carpenters 
Gap in the Kimberley, Devils Lair south of Perth, Wil-
landra Lakes in NSW, and Warratyi rockshelter in the 
Flinders Ranges.

This rapid archaeological manifestation at 50,000 
years is a perfect match for the genetic evidence from 
Aboriginal maternal, paternal, and genomic lineages, 
and a far better fit with the extinction of Australia’s meg-
afauna around 42,000 years ago.
An age limit for human migration
One of the most interesting ways we can date the dis-
persal of modern humans around the globe, including 
Australia, is through that original interbreeding event 
with Neandertals as we left Africa.

About a decade ago, an ancient human leg bone 
was found on the banks of a Siberian river by an ivory 
hunter. Radiocarbon-dated at 43,000-45,000 years ago, 
the entire genome of this individual, named Ust’-Ishim 
after the site, was sequenced using the latest ancient 
DNA technology.

The genomic sequence revealed the bone contained 
the standard 2.5% Neandertal DNA signal carried by all 
non-Africans. But it was still present in large continuous 
blocks and had yet not been dispersed into fragments 
around the genome as we see in more recent ancestors 
and ourselves.

In fact, the size of the blocks showed that the 

43,000-45,000-year-old Ust’-Ishim specimen could only 
be a maximum of 230-430 generations after that initial 
Neandertal liaison, dating our movement out of Africa 
to no more than 50,000-55,000 years ago.
50,000 years, or more than 65,000 years?
Given the evidence is so strong that the ancestors 
of modern human populations only started moving 
around the world 50,000-55,000 years ago, could the hu-
man activity at Madjedbebe really be more than 65,000 
years old?

One of the major limitations of the Madjedbebe 
study is that the stone artefacts themselves weren’t dat-
ed, just the surrounding sand layers.

As a result, over time, even the slightest downward 
movement of the artefacts within the unconsolidated 
sand layers at Madjedbebe would make them appear 
too old.

We identify a range of factors which are common 
around the site, such as termite burrowing and heavy 
rainfall, that could cause stone artefacts to sink.

Many archaeological signs suggest activity at Mad-
jedbebe is actually much younger than 65,000 years, 
and overall, the extent to which the site is an outlier to 
the rest of the Australian record should raise a red flag.
Connection to country
Either way, Aboriginal Australians have effectively been 
on their country as long as modern human populations 
have been outside of Africa.

How does this help us better understand Aboriginal 
history? By appreciating the enormous depth of time 
that Aboriginal groups have been on their own partic-
ular country, and the extent to which all their history, 
knowledge, and ancestors form part of that country.

It is this gulf between a European history of constant 
migration and global dispersal, and the profoundly 
deep Aboriginal connection to one particular part of the 
world, that leads to failures to comprehend why being 
on country is not simply “a lifestyle choice”, but a funda-
mental part of their identity.

Dr Graham Brown, a research associate from the 
Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, was 

a contributor on this article.
Alan Cooper is a Director in Australian Centre for 

Ancient DNA at University of Adelaide.
 Alan N Williams is an Associate Investigator in ARC 
Centre of Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and 

Heritage at UNSW.
Nigel Spooner is an Adjunct professor at University of 

Adelaide.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): If you’re single, 
you could feel a very powerful attraction to 
someone unusual and perhaps a little wacky. 
If you’re already in a relationship, you could 

glimpse a silly and rather insane side of your beloved 
you’ve never seen before. This could be a bit disconcert-
ing but also make you laugh. That’s part of the appeal of 
love - continuously learning about that special one.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Have you been 
looking for a new job, Taurus? If so, you 
might hear of an opportunity from an unex-
pected source, perhaps at a social gathering. 

This could mean that someone unexpected brings it to 
your attention, or it could be a job in a new and un-
usual field. One way or another, as weird as it seems, it’s 
worth consideration. Look into it and get all the facts 
before acting.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you’re single, 
Gemini, love may come to you completely 
out of the blue today. The person could be 

standing behind you in line at the store or sitting at 
the next café table. Wherever you connect, don’t be too 
cautious. Move ahead carefully, but at least get to know 
something about this person before giving in to inse-
curity and running the other way.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Some unex-
pected but very welcome visitors could ar-
rive today, Cancer. They might bring some 
people you don’t know but should connect 

with right away. Expect interesting news, fascinating 
information, and a lot of laughs. Even though you don’t 
know for sure that these people are coming, have a sup-
ply of drinks and snacks on hand. You’ll want them to 
settle in and stay a while.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Leo, who’s that in-
triguing new person in your neighborhood? 
What is it about this new neighbor that 
makes it impossible for you to stop wonder-

ing about them? Quit obsessing. Get your courage up 
and go over and introduce yourself. Welcome him or 
her to the neighborhood. Maybe you’ll find this person 
likable, maybe not, but give it a shot anyway. Enjoy.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): An unexpected 
letter could arrive today, Virgo, with a check 
enclosed, perhaps a gift, bonus, or offer to 
make more money. This might be a welcome 

break, possibly coming at a time when you really need 
it. If it’s work, don’t worry about the time involved. 
You’ll be able to finish it quickly and efficiently. It 
might lead to more offers in the future.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If you’re in the arts or 
sciences, Libra, sudden inspiration could cause 
you to start or continue a project that means 
a lot to you. Some friends or group members 

could help out with useful information. Your mind may 
generate new ideas throughout the day. Once you’ve fin-
ished your work, take a walk and clear your head. Watch a 
video. If you don’t, it could be hard to sleep tonight.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Meditation, 
dreams, or visions could bring amazing insights 
your way, Scorpio. You might find them too bi-
zarre to believe, at least at first, but follow-up re-

search could reveal that what you’ve come up with is quite 
credible. Keep a journal of these revelations, because you 
might remember the gist but forget the details. They could 
be useful later when you pass your ideas on to others.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re an 
adventurous soul, Sagittarius. Are you think-
ing about a little mischief today? Are you go-
ing to propose that you and a friend or per-

haps your partner skip town for a day and forget about 
work, chores, and other routine matters? You’ve been 
bored lately, so who could blame you? If you decide to 
do this, make sure everyone knows what’s up. You don’t 
want to burn any bridges.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): An unex-
pected communication may come today 
from someone connected with your career, 
Capricorn. This is good news, but it may be 

so off the wall that you could walk around in a daze for 
a while trying to make sense of it all. Don’t agonize too 
much. You’ve worked hard for and deserve whatever it 
is that’s suddenly coming to you. Think of it as a karmic 
reward. Go celebrate!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): An unexpect-
ed chance to fly to a faraway place, perhaps 
at someone else’s expense, could come to you 
today, Aquarius. A group might be involved, 

perhaps one connected with education. Do you lecture 
or teach? If so, this might be a chance to give a lecture in 
an exciting place you’ve never been to before. Get your 
materials together, pack your bag, and go. Have fun!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Some bizarre 
and rather silly dreams might come to you 
tonight, Pisces. They may be the sort that is 
so crazy that you actually wake up laughing. 

Don’t dismiss them. Silly or not, these dreams are try-
ing to tell you something. Write them down the way you 
would any other vivid dream, and analyze the symbols 
in the same way - even if they cause a few giggles.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Why Secularism is in Crisis Today

Here’s How Many Times You Actually Need to Reuse Your Shopping Bags

There is need to secularise 
secularism in India. This we can 

best do by interpreting it as a 
companion concept of democracy.

H
ow do people who be-
long to different religious 
persuasions, speak dif-
ferent languages and 

hold different conceptions of the 
‘good’ live together in a plural so-
ciety with some degree of civility? 
This question has tracked the heels 
of political thinkers in India since 
the beginning of the 20th century. 
We have still not found an answer, 
because the empirical proposition 
that India is plural does not auto-
matically lead to the proposition 
that plurality is of value. The two 
have to be connected.

We can think of at least three 
reasons why civil coexistence is 
of value. One, citizens who have 
neither broken a law nor harmed 
someone have been in contem-
porary India subjected to brutality 
because their community has been 
stigmatised or typed as the ‘other’. 
Unless a society learns to respect 
different religions, their members 
will always be vulnerable to acts 
that maim and kill. Two, individu-
als are social beings and realise 
sociability through membership of 
different associations. Undeniably, 
however, the community we are 
born into shapes our personalities 
in significant but different ways. It 
is from here we learn the first al-
phabet of a language that enables 
us to make sense of ourselves and 
of our relationships with others. 
Communities are of value. Three, 
pluralism is valuable because a mo-
nocultural society is soulless and 
bare. Stripped of the excitement of 
learning new languages, acquaint-
ance with new values, familiarity 
with new cuisines, literature, mu-
sic, art, sculpture and ways of con-

ceiving the world, monochromatic 
societies are dull, predictable and 
tedious. Where would Bollywood 
music be without Urdu, the lan-
guage of love and longing? Life in a 
plural society promises adventures 
and novel ways of understanding 
ourselves.

Therefore, the gap between the 
two propositions on pluralism has 
to be closed. What concept other 
than secularism can bridge the 
chasm? In India, today, secularism 
seems to has vanished from the 
political scene. Whatever remains 
of the concept is subjected to con-
temptuous remarks, some ribaldry 
and rank dismissal by the religious 
Right. The marginalisation of secu-
larism is short-sighted, for the bi-
nary opposite of the concept is ma-
joritarianism at best, and theocracy 
at worst.

At the same time, we need to 
recognise that secularism is in cri-
sis because it has been overbur-
dened. Secularism is not robust 
like democracy, or justice, it is a 
thin, limited and procedural con-
cept. In India, this fragile concept 
has shouldered the onerous task of 
national integration, and of man-
dating the need for a uniform civil 
code, bearing responsibility for the 
eradication of the caste system, and 
standing in for democracy. Unable 
to bear the weight of too many po-
litical projects and ambitions, it is 
bound to implode.

Yet, moments of crisis prove 
productive because they propel 
reconsideration of a concept, and 
rescue it from its enemies and 
friends. We have to put concepts in 
their place. Secularism is not a stan-
dalone concept. In modern Europe, 
it rode to prominence on the shoul-
ders of the secularisation of soci-
ety or the privatisation of religion. 

In India, secularism was adopted 
against the background of, and had 
to coexist with, politicised religion, 
sometimes uneasily sometimes not 
so uneasily.

Every story has a beginning, 
even if the end is left to the vicissi-
tudes of history. The politicisation 
of religion in India was initiated 
in the 19th century. The colonial 
power set out to control not only 
the political and the economic des-
tiny of Indians, but also the way 
they thought about themselves, 
the way they interpreted their his-
tory and the present, and how they 
conceived of the future. Towards 
this end, European Indologists or 
Orientalists, missionaries, admin-
istrative officers of the East India 
Company, and intellectuals in 
prominent European universities, 
began to investigate the culture and 
the belief system of a people that 
were brought under the sway of the 
British Empire.

Colonial officials seeking to un-
derstand a society they planned to 
control and govern, set about re-
ducing its bewildering complexities 
to manageable proportions. The 
first move towards homogenisation 
was the codification of, to use A.K. 
Ramanujan’s terminology, ‘context-
dependent’ laws into a uniform 
system. The second legacy of co-
lonialism that continues to profile 
waves of political mobilisation and 
strategies till today, is the unifica-
tion of the plural traditions of Hin-
duism through the selection of and 
privileging of religious texts.

The bias in favour of an ab-
stract, intensely metaphysical, and 
Brahmanical version of the religion 
is clear in the selection, translation 
and privileging of texts that were 
considered representative of Hin-
duism by Orientalists. The problem 
is that these texts were abstracted 
from the social context, as well as 
from internal debates and discus-
sion. Colonialists gave importance 
to a highly metaphysical tradition 
within Hinduism and failed to con-
sider and incorporate within the 
canon critical, rationalist philoso-
phies and oppositional movements 
– Buddhism, Jainism, Carvaka phi-

losophies for instance.
Public intellectuals and nation-

alists adopted the Vedantic tradi-
tion as the anchor of collective 
identity, and as public policy. The 
philosopher Bimal Matilal reminds 
us that Western scholars were fas-
cinated by the highly speculative 
metaphysical system that occu-
pied the overlap between religion 
and philosophy. And Indian intel-
lectuals, after centuries of foreign 
domination, were looking for an 
identity that could help them assert 
themselves. Prominent national 
leaders sought an escape in the 
mythical aura of Indian spirituality. 
As a result, philosophy remained 
identified with mysticism and was 
regarded as inseparable from reli-
gion.

By the middle of the 19th cen-
tury, political practices were linked 
to a regenerated religion, through 
for example the Ganesh festival in 
western India. The yoking of reli-
gious identity to nation-building 
projects lent a new edge, and a new 
assertiveness to the politicisation of 
religion. By the first two decades of 
the 20th century, we see the erup-
tion of competitive nationalism, 
the making of a two-nation theory, 
and the demand for a state of ones’ 
own through the use of violence.

In the shadow of a massive 
communal riot between Hindus 
and Muslims in Kanpur in 1931, the 
Indian National Congress drafted 
the Karachi Resolution on Funda-
mental Rights. The declaration em-
phasised the right to religion, and 
the freedom to profess and prac-
tice any religion. The list of minor-
ity rights included the right to cul-
tural autonomy and equal access 
to educational facilities. On March 
31, 1931 M.K Gandhi moving the 
resolution on fundamental rights in 
the open session of the Congress at 
Karachi, argued that though Islam-
ic and Aryan cultures are not mutu-
ally exclusive, we must recognise 
that Mussalmans look upon Islamic 
culture as distinctive from Aryan. 
We should therefore cultivate toler-
ance. Independent India will favour 
Hinduism no more than Islam, nor 
Islam more than Hinduism. Let us 

from now on, he concluded, adopt 
the principle of state neutrality in 
our daily affairs.

The deliberations of the con-
stituent assembly, which met in 
December 1946 to chart out a 
constitution for an independent 
India, took place in the shadow of 
the breakdown of life in large parts 
of northern, western and eastern 
India in the middle of 1947. It is 
surprising that though the term 
secularism was often used in the 
pre-independence period, the con-
cept was not spelt out or elaborated 
as a principle of state policy. Nor 
did it form part of the preamble to 
the constitution till 1976, vide the 
forty-second amendment. On bal-
ance, members of the constituent 
assembly agreed that the preamble 
to the constitution should not con-
tain any reference to God. Beyond 
that, no one was quite sure what 
secularism stood for.

It was in 1961, in a preface to 
a work on secularism, Dharam 
Nirpeksh Raj by Raghunath Singh, 
P.M. Nehru elaborated the concept 
of secularism. We, he said, call our 
state a secular state. There is no 
good Hindi word for secular. Some 
people think it means opposed to 
religion. But this, he wrote, this is 
not the correct notion of secular-
ism. It means a state that honours 
all faiths equally and gives them 
equal opportunities; that as a state 
it does not allow itself to be attached 
to one faith or religion, which then 
becomes the state religion. This is 
a modern conception. In India, we 
have a long history of toleration, 
but that’s not all that secularism is 
about.

Strictly speaking, we do not 
need to proclaim secularism in 
order to grant religious freedom. 
This freedom can emerge from, 
and form part of Article 19 guar-
anteeing the fundamental right to 
liberty. The principle of secularism 
goes further and establishes equal-
ity between all religious groups. The 
generic right to equality, granted 
by Article 14 of the fundamental 
rights chapter, can protect equal-
ity among religious communities. 
Secularism extends beyond equal-

ity and freedom. As a companion 
concept of democracy, secularism 
extends individual rights to equal-
ity to religious communities. Two, 
the state is not aligned to any reli-
gion.

The Supreme Court took up the 
task of defining secularism in the 
sense of equality in 1993, in the case 
of S.R. Bommai vs Union of India. 
This exercise was in response to the 
challenge mounted by the counsel, 
Ram Jethmalani. Secularism, he 
said, is a vague, ill-defined concept, 
a vacuous word, a phantom con-
cept that will not bear the weight of 
the actions undertaken in its name.

The set of judgements in the 
Bommai case ruled that secularism 
is part of the basic structure of the 
constitution and cannot be amend-
ed, that it is derived from the Hindu 
principle of tolerance Sarva Dhar-
ma Sambhava ensuring the equal-
ity of religions, that no religion will 
be at risk in a secular India because 
the government should not be 
aligned to religion, and finally that 
there is an essential connection be-
tween secularism and democracy.

Bhikhu Parekh has argued that 
commitment to the principle of 
Sarva Dharma Sambhava is inap-
propriate for two reasons. One the 
Hindu belief that all religions are 
inherently partial and limited, is 
not shared by every religion. Two, 
different religions entertain differ-
ent conceptions and also different 
concepts of God, and some even 
dispense with the notion of God. 
There is need to secularise secular-
ism in India. This we can best do by 
interpreting it as a companion con-
cept of democracy. This does not 
mean that that secularism can be 
collapsed into democracy. Demo-
crats have the responsibility of re-
organising vertically unequal, and 
unjust communities on the norm 
of freedom, equality, rights and 
justice. The principle of secularism 
is intended to ensure equality be-
tween religious communities. To-
gether these companion concepts 
assure Indians justice.

Neera Chandhoke is former 
professor of political science, Delhi 

University.

T
he plastic bag ban by the major supermarkets 
(and Coles’ pivot away from its ban after back-
lash, then pivot back to the ban after a back-
lash to the backlash) has left plenty of people 

scratching their heads.
What are the best replacements for single-use plas-

tic bags? Given that reusable bags are much sturdier, 
how many times must we use them to compensate for 
their larger environmental impact?

The simple answer is that there is no simple answer. 
However, a kind of research called “life cycle assess-
ment” can help us work out the impact of common 
types of reusable bags.
Life cycle assessments
I am not aware of any Australian studies of plastic-bag 
substitutes. Research conducted overseas can offer a 
basic guide.

Life cycle assessments consider a wide range of fac-
tors, including raw materials, manufacturing, trans-
port, and eventual disposal.

Looking at all of these elements, researchers calcu-
late greenhouse gas emissions, waste disposal, water 
and energy consumption and a variety of other im-
pacts.

To complicate the decision further, if you choose a 
plastic bag, is it made from virgin resin or from recycled 
plastic? Even if the bag is recycled, transport is an issue 
– where was it made? Printing on the bag also adds to 
the environmental burden.

Finally, what happens to the bags when they can no 
longer meet their purpose? Are they recycled, reused as 
bin liners, or thrown away immediately?
How many times must a bag be reused?
Once all of this information has been distilled, scien-
tists can usually offer a fairly straightforward guide: the 
number of times a given bag should be reused when 

compared to the standard supermarket plastic bag.
A 2018 Danish study, looking at the number of times 

a bag should be reused before being used as a bin liner 
and then discarded, found that:

• polypropylene bags (most of the green reusable bags 
found at supermarkets) should be used 37 times

•  paper bags should be used 43 times

• cotton bags should be used 7,100 times.
Another UK study, which only considered the cli-

mate change impact, found that to have lower global 
warming potential than single-use plastic bags:

• paper bags should be used three times
•	 low-density polyethylene bags (the thicker plastic 

bags commonly used in supermarkets) should be 

used four times
•	 non-woven polypropylene bags should be used 11 

times
•	 cotton bags should be used 131 times.

Note, however, that if a plastic bag is reused (even as 
a bin liner) the number of times an alternative needs to 
be used increases.

It’s worth noting that, according to the 2018 Danish 
study, using organic cotton has a greater environmen-
tal impact than non-organic due to higher production 
costs. Our assumptions about what is environmentally 
friendly don’t always stand up to scrutiny.

A 2014 study in the United States found that reus-
able LDPE and polypropylene bags do have a lower en-
vironmental impact than the usual plastic bags found 
in supermarkets – but only if they are reused enough 
times. This study found that about 40% of shoppers for-
got to bring their reusable bags and therefore end up 
using the plastic bags. This then adds to the environ-
mental burden of shopping.

One final consideration is how many bags you 
need. The Danish researchers equalised the volume of 
the bags so that evaluations were made on the same 
volume of space (this meant that for some assessments 
it was necessary to consider the impact of two bags).

As with all matters environmental, it’s essential that 
we have the right knowledge to make informed deci-
sions. After looking at all this data, here are the things 
I’d like you to remember:
1. whatever bag type you use, use it as many times as 

possible
2. choose bags made from recyclable materials
3. avoid bags that have printing or decorations – these 

alone can add significantly to the environmental 
burden of the bag

4. never allow a bag to become litter – recycle, reuse 
and repurpose your bags.

Trevor Thornton is a lecturer in School of Life and 
Environmental Sciences at Deakin University
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Karunanidhi: The script writer who wrote TN destiny

Rahul questions Modi’s silence on rape cases, atrocities against women 

Gujarat to name and shame 
around 6,500 erring teachers

Amy major, three 
soldiers killed in 
Kashmir

SC slams Bihar for funding NGOs involved in sexual abuse

SC raps NRC officials; says focus 
on error-free list of citizens

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi and President of All India Mahila Congress, Sushmita Dev, unveil the 
flag of (AIMC) during ‘Mahila Adhikar Sammelan’, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Chennai, Aug. 7 (PTI): As a 
script writer he would have 
lived a life of obscurity in the 
shadows of film stars who en-
joy cult status in Tamil Nadu.

But sharp-tongued, quick-
witted M Karunanidhi had 
other plans. He outshone 
many a celebrity, as he pre-
sided over the destiny of the 
Dravidian state along with 
his tinsel town co-travellers 
and arch rivals in politics--M 
G Ramachandran and his 
protegee J Jayalalithaa-- for 
decades.

That art and politics blend-
ed seamlessly in Karunanidhi 
was manifest from the so-
briquets of ‘Thalaivar’ (The 
Leader) and ‘Kalaignar’ (The 
Artist) he earned from ardent 
followers.

A masterful practitioner 
of modern-day politics, he 
wielded considerable influ-
ence beyond his own state, in 
the corridors of power in New 
Delhi, for a long time, sewing 
up alliances with both the 
Congress and the BJP, often 
drawing criticism from his 
rivals, who called him an op-
portunist.

Muthuvel Karunanidhi, 
who became the chief minis-
ter five times, cut his teeth in 
politics as a 14-year-old when 
he participated in the anti-
Hindi agitation in 1938 at his 
native Tiruvarur.

Hugely influenced by the 
rationalist and egalitarian ide-
ology of E V Ramasamy ‘Peri-
yar’ and DMK founder and the 
state’s first chief minister C N 
Annadurai, Karunanidhi be-

came one of the most endur-
ing mascots of the Dravidian 
Movement, which aimed at 
seeking equal rights for the de-
pressed sections and women, 
and was against Brahminism.

Elected to the Legislative 
Assembly 13 times, Karunani-
dhi, a political artiste, outma-
noeuvred V R Nedunchezhian 
to become the chief minister 
for the first time following the 
death of Annadurai in Febru-
ary 1969.

M G Ramachandran, his 
junior and one of the most 
charismatic actors of his time, 
supported Karunanidhi in 
his endeavour to edge past 
Nedunchezhian, who was the 
number two in the Annadurai 
cabinet.

Years later, the two were 
to part ways, with MGR, as 
Ramachandran was popularly 
called, forming the AIADMK, 
the party which was to be-
come a perennial thorn in 
Karunanidhi’s side.

Karunanidhi was a legisla-
tor for six decades since 1957, 
when he won for the first time 
from Kulithalai constituency, 
till 2016, when he emerged 
victorious from Tiruvarur as 
a 92-year-old, barring the pe-
riod between 1986 and 1989.

In 1984, he was elected to 
the Legislative Council, which 
was abolished by the MGR 
government in 1986. He had 
resigned as MLA in 1983 over 
the Srilankan Tamils issue.

After assuming the reins of 
the government, Karunanidhi 
became the DMK chief in July 
1969, a post that he held till 

death.
He again became the chief 

minister in 1971, 1989, 1996 
and 2006. When he lost power 
to friend-turned-foe MGR’s 
protegee Jayalalithaa in 2011, 
he famously quipped “people 
have given me some rest”.

Addressed as Mu Ka, Tamil 
abbreviation of his name, by 
his peers, Karunanidhi’s let-
ters to DMK cadres in party 
mouthpiece Murasoli and his 
autobiography-cum-com-
mentary on contemporary 
politics Nenjukku Needhi, are 
the favourite reading material 
for his supporters.

Karunanidhi’s famous line 
“En uyirinum melana kazhaga 
udanpirappugaley (my dear 
brothers in party who are are 
above my life),” in his unmis-
takable baritone, used to send 
DMK workers into raptures.

Alongside Annadurai, who 
also had film and theatre back-
ground, Karunanidhi used 
the medium for furthering his 
political ideology.

Incidentally, the screen-
play and dialogue for MGR’s 
debut movie as hero ‘Rajaku-
mari’ was written by him. He 
also wrote the dialogues for 
‘Parasakthi’, the debut film 
of another tinsel town icon 
Sivaji Ganesan. The movie 
propagated the socialist and 
rationalist ideals of the Dravid-
ian Movement.

While MGR rose to be-
come one of the most popular 
public figures in Tamil Nadu’s 
history, Ganesan dabbled in 
politics but faded from the 
scene quickly.

Karunanidhi  penned 
screenplays and dialogues for 
over 50 movies. He also wrote 
the stories of some of them 
like Marudanattu Ilavarasi 
(1950) Mandiri Kumari (1950), 
Tirumbipar (1953), Arasilang-
kumari (1961).

A big political jolt for Karu-
nanidhi came when MGR 
rebelled against him in 1972, 
accusing him of corruption 
and demanding details of the 
party’s finances. MGR was 
expelled from the party the 
same year, and he floated 
the AIADMK, an event that 
marked the advent of bipolar 
politics in Tamil Nadu.

MGR led AIADMK to vic-
tory in the party’s debut As-
sembly polls in 1977, and in 
1980 and 1985. He was the 
chief minister till his death in 
1987, forcing Karunanidhi to 
cool his heels in the opposi-
tion as long as he helmed the 
state.

Karunanidhi was back in 
power in 1989, only to lose to J 
Jayalalithaa, MGR’s protegee, 
in 1991. He led DMK to victory 
in 1996, but AIADMK under 
Jayalalithaa trumped his party 
once again in 2001.

The Thalaivar struck back, 
wresting power from her in 
2006, but the DMK lost suc-
cessive Assembly polls in 2011 
and 2015 to the AIADMK un-
der a charismatic Jayalalithaa.

Proving true the adage 
that there are no permanent 
friends or foes in politics, 
Karunanidhi, who denounced 
the Emergency imposed by 
Indira Gandhi in 1975, formed 

alliances with the Congress 
several times, and the UPA 
government had several min-
isters from the DMK. The 
DMK was also a constituent 
of the BJP-led NDA and had 
ministers in the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee cabinet.

The DMK had walked out 
of the UPA 2 in 2013 over its 
“soft stand” on the atrocities 
on Sri Lankan Tamils in the 
United Nations.

The Dravidian par ty 
wanted a strongly-worded 
resolution to be passed at the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council, with inclusion of ex-
pressions like “genocide” and 
“war crimes”, while seeking 
an international probe against 
Sri Lanka over persecution of 
Tamils in that country.

The UPA government, 
however, survived with the 
outside support of the Sama-
jwadi Party and Mayawati’s 
BSP.

Karunanidhi suffered a 
personal jolt when his MP 
daughter Kanimozhi got em-
broiled in the 2G spectrum 
scam along with union min-
ister and DMK leader A Raja.

In 1980, when he joined 
hands with the Congress, he 
exuded warmth for Indira 
Gandhi with his remark, “Ne-
hruvin Magale Varuga, Nilay-
ana atchi tharuga (welcome, 
the daughter of Nehru, give us 
good governance).” 

The comment encapsu-
lated the intrinsic resilience of 
the master political craftsman 
who saw opportunity in every 
adversity.

New Delhi, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Tuesday 
attacked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for his 
“silence” on the cases of 
rapes in the country, espe-
cially in shelter homes in 
Muzaffarpur in Bihar and 
Deoria in Uttar Pradesh, 
and said that the atroci-
ties against women have 
pushed the country be-
hind by 3,000 years.

He also taunted the 
Modi government over its 
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ 
(save daughters, educate 
daughters) programme 
and questioned as to 
from whom the daughters 
should be saved.

“In Uttar  Pradesh 
when women are raped, 
the Prime Minister cannot 
speak a single word,” Gan-
dhi said while addressing 
the Mahila Adhikar Sam-
melan organised by his 
party here. 

“In Jharkhand, he goes 
and speaks on issues like 
bullet train, toilets, aero-
planes and other issues 
but he does not speak a 
line about women.

 H e  r e m a i n s  s i -
lent when there are any 
number of atrocities 
against women or cases of 
rape,” he said.

Slamming Modi for 
his silence on Bihar’s Mu-
zaffarpur shelter home 
rape case, Gandhi said, 
“a number of minor girls 
were raped in Bihar. 

But he cannot speak 
a single word condemn-
ing the incident, while his 
party members defend the 
accused.”

“In UP, their MLA is 
a rape accused but the 
Prime Minister and the 
BJP President do not speak 

New Delhi, Aug. 7 (IANS): Ex-
pressing concern over the spurt 
in rape cases, the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday came down heav-
ily on the Bihar government for 
misusing tax payers’ money to 
fund NGOs like the Muzaffarpur 
shelter home. “People are paying 
taxes. People’s money is going into 
funding these kinds of activities...
Money has been given to these 
NGOs without looking into their 
credentials,” a bench of Justice 
Madan B. Lokur, Justice Deepak 
Gupta and Justice K.M. Joseph 
remarked.

“What’s to be done? Girls get-
ting raped left, right and centre,” 
the Bench noted citing the 2016 
National Crime Research Bureau 
data available on the Internet. Ac-
cording to the data, 38,947 rapes 
were reported in 2016. 

In Madhya Pradesh, girls are 

being sold openly for prostitu-
tion and the state leads in the 
number of rapes, followed by 
Uttar Pradesh, the court added. 
Slamming the Bihar government 
for funding NGOs involved in 
sexual abuse cases, the top court 
questioned how the state could 
provide them funds without 
knowing their credentials.

As the bench asked the Bihar 
government since when the state 
was providing funds to these 
NGOs, it was told “since 2014.”

“For at least 3-4 years, the 
Bihar government is giving them 
money without purpose. Doesn’t 
the law require to check?” 

The court has taken suo motu 
cognisance of the Muzaffarpur 
shelter home rapes after a Patna 
resident wrote to the court. The 
CBI is probing the case. The court 
also imposed a blanket ban on the 

publication of images of victims 
of sexual offences even by putting 
black bars on part of face/blurred 
form on the electronic, print and 
social media. It asked the Bihar 
government to take action against 
the wife of one of the accused for 
disclosing the names of minor 
rape victims by posting their 
names on her Facebook page. The 
court suggested that proper moni-
toring of NGO-run shelter homes 
must be done on a daily basis and 
CCTVs be installed to prevent 
recurrence of incidents like the 
Muzaffarpur shelter home rapes.

The apex court was told that 
the Muzaffarpur-based NGO was 
not the only one facing allegations 
of rape and that a social audit 
report by Tata Institure of Social 
Sciences had flagged grave con-
cern over 15 such state-funded 
institutions in Bihar.

Nine of the 15 NGOs have 
been flagged for sexual abuse, 
the bench was told. At this, the 
bench said: “It’s not about this 
one incident which is horrible. It’s 
happening everyday, you must go 
down to the grass-roots level.”

The Bihar government coun-
sel told the court that of the 15 
NGOs, FIRs have been registered 
against nine, and that all accused 
have been arrested except one 
absconding. Some officers were 
suspended and are facing action, 
the court was told. 

When the Delhi Commission 
for Women wanted to file an in-
tervention application, the bench 
slammed it for interfering and 
said it doesn’t want any politics 
in the matter. “The DCW has no 
concern with this (case) and there 
is absolutely no politics in it,” the 
Supreme Court said.

TN CM anguished over Karunanidhi’s death
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. Palaniswami on Tuesday ex-
pressed his grief over the death of DMK President M. Karu-
nanidhi.

The AIADMK leader said in a statement that he was an-
guished on hearing about the demise of the former Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, a very senior politician and a leader 
of the DMK for 50 long years.

Karunanidhi fought for social justice, the Chief Minister 
said. His death is a great loss to the state. He offered his con-
dolences to the late leader’s family members.

Karunanidhi’s death is great loss — Kejriwal
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday described the 
death of former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and DMK leader 
M. Karunanidhi as “a great loss to the nation”.

The Aam Aadmi Party leader said he will fly to Chennai on 
Wednesday to pay his tributes to the DMK stalwart who died 
on Tuesday evening at age 94.

“Feel very sad to hear about the demise of this great leader. 
May his soul rest in peace. It is a great loss to the nation,” Ke-
jriwal tweeted.

India has lost one of its greatest sons - Mamata
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday 
mourned the death of DMK stalwart M. Karunanidhi, saying 
the country has lost one of its greatest sons.

“Today India lost one of its greatest sons. And Tamil Nadu 
lost its father figure. Farewell Kalaignar. My deepest condo-
lences to the people of Tamil Nadu, DMK and family. India 
mourns your loss,” Banerjee wrote on her Twitter handle.

A former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Karunanidhi, 94, 
died on Tuesday evening at the Kauvery Hospital

Telangana CM condoles Karuna’s demise
Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao today con-
doled the death of DMK president M Karunanidhi, saying the 
demise of the veteran leader is a great loss to the country’s 
politics.

Karunanidhi, who died today aged 94, was among a few 
leaders who made commmon people politically aware, a 
release from the Chief Minister’s Office quoted him as saying.

Rao expressed his condolences to the bereaved family 
members. He would attend the funeral of Karunanidhi, the 
release said.

a word against it,” he said, 
referring to the BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar, 
who has been arrested by 
the CBI in a rape case in 
April this year.

“It has become a trend 
that every woman in India 
comes out of her home 
with fear. When, in front 
of the Prime Minister, it 
is said that your country 
is not safe for women and 
your government is unable 
to provide security to the 
women, he cannot speak 
a word,” he said.

He can go around the 
world and hug the lead-
ers but he cannot explain 
why women are not safe in 
India. He has talked about 
changing India. He talked 
about 70 years of Congress 
rule. 

He was correct be-
cause what is happen-
ing to women in the last 
four years did not happen 
in last 3,000 years, leave 
alone 70 years,” he said. 

Gandhi also said that 
the Modi government 
brought a programme 

named ‘Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao’. We could not un-
derstand from whom they 
were trying to save the 
daughters. We have to save 
the daughters from the BJP 
MLAs,” Gandhi remarked. 

“You would be sur-
prised that only Rs 40 
lakh per district is given 
to save women under the 
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 
programme. It is shame-
ful. They ended MGN-
REGA. Lakhs and crores 
of women were benefited 
by the scheme.  They said 
that there is no benefit of 
MGNREGA,” he lamented. 

The Congress leader 
also slammed Modi for not 
bringing the Women’s Res-
ervation Bill in Parliament.

“If they bring the Wom-
en’s Reservation Bill in 
Parliament, then Congress 
will support it. And if the 
government fails to bring 
the Bill in the House and 
if we come to power we 
shall get it passed in Parlia-
ment,” Gandhi said.

He also said that Con-
gress was working with 

other opposition parties to 
fight the ideological battle 
against the “purely male-
chauvinist” BJP and RSS.

Making a stinging at-
tack on the saffron parties, 
Gandhi said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) par-
ent organisation Rash-
triya Swayamsewak Sangh 
(RSS) was so male domi-
nated ideologically that it 
had no place for women.

Blaming the BJP-led 
Central government, he 
said there was no institu-
tion or minority commu-
nity in the country which 
was not under attack un-
der its rule. 

Gandhi said the Con-
gress was committed to 
protecting all institutions 
and communities and was 
working with all opposi-
tion parties on ideological 
basis to fight the BJP and 
RSS. 

“The BJP is devastating 
our country and damaging 
our institutions. There is 
no institution in the coun-
try which is not under at-
tack. 

Ahmedabad, Aug. 7 (PTI): 
The Gujarat government 
will publish in its month-
ly magazine the names 
of around 6,500 school 
teachers who committed 
errors while evaluating 
board examination an-
swer sheets.

The teachers had com-
mitted more than one 
mistake in evaluating the 
answer sheets of students 
of classes 10 and 12, who 
appeared for the board 
exams held in March-
April this year, an official 
of the Gujarat Secondary 
and Higher Secondary 
Education Board (GSH-
SEB) said.

The names of the err-
ing teachers would be 
published in the board’s 
monthly magazine ‘Mad-
hyamik Shikshan ane 
Parikshan’, circulated in 
around 17,000 second-
ary and higher secondary 

schools in the state, GSH-
SEB Chairman A J Shah 
said today.

At present, the board 
charges a penalty of Rs 50 
for each mistake in Class 
10 board exam paper and 
INR 100 for Class 12 paper.

“Out of the nearly 
25,000 school teachers 
tasked with evaluating 
the answer sheets of 
both classes 10 and 12 
students, around 6,500 
teachers were found to 
have committed more 
than one mistake, such as 
wrong totalling of marks,” 
Shah said.

“Apart from the fine 
that we collect from teach-
ers, we have now decided 
to publish their names in 
our magazine. 

We hope that such an 
action will prompt teach-
ers to be more accurate,” 
he said.

Shah said the Gujarat 

education department 
had in 2002 floated the 
idea and a Government 
Resolution (GR) was is-
sued back then.

“However, we never 
implemented it.  This 
time, the board’s exami-
nation committee has de-
cided to start publishing 
names of erring teachers 
in our in-house maga-
zine,” he said.

The move has been 
welcomed by the Gujarat 
State Higher Secondary 
Teachers Federation.

“During our semi-
nars, we urge teachers to 
pay more attention while 
checking the answer 
sheets. 

However, some teach-
ers fail to do their work 
properly. Due to these err-
ing teachers, the entire fra-
ternity gets a bad name,” 
the federation’s president, 
Pankaj Patel, said.

Srinagar, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
An Indian Army Major 
and three soldiers were 
killed in a gun battle that 
also left two militants 
dead on Tuesday when 
an incursion bid from 
Pakistan was foiled on 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir, a 
defence official said.

D e f e n c e  M i n i s -
try spokesman Colonel 
Rajesh Kalia said a group 
of militants tried to in-
filtrate to this side of the 
LoC in Bandipora’s Gurez 
sector, some 180 km north 
of Srinagar.

“They were challenged 
when they were seen at-
tempting to infiltrate into 
our side of the LoC. 

In the ensuing en-
counter, two terrorists 
were killed while two 
others are still trapped in 
the cordon laid around 
them.

“Four soldiers includ-
ing a major and three 
other ranks were mar-
tyred in this operation,” 
Kalia said.

Sources said para 
c o m m a n d o s  w e r e 
rushed to augment the 
troops engaged in the 
gunfight on the border 
sector that usually re-
mains peaceful.

The identities of the 
dead soldiers were being 
withheld till their families 
are informed.

The spokesman said 
the militants were given 
cover fire by the Paki-
stan Army by resorting 
to ceasefire violation to 
divert the attention of the 
troops on the LoC.

New Delhi, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday told Assam’s Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) Coordinator Pra-
teek Hajela to ensure an 
error-free final NRC, in-
stead of giving interviews 
to the media.

The bench of Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi and Justice 
Rohinton Fali Nariman 
warned Hajela, and Reg-
istrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India 
(RGCC) Sailesh to be “cau-
tious in future”. 

Hajela had told the 
media that any valid docu-
ment would be accepted 
as proof of citizenship dur-
ing the hearing on com-
plaints and objections by 
those left out in the draft 
NRC.

Taking suo motu cog-
nizance of Hajela’s inter-
view to a national daily, 
Justice Gogoi said: “Where 
is the necessity, scope and 
authority in you to make 
such a statement? Your 
job is to carry on with the 
draft and prepare the final 
NRC.”

Displeased over the 
action of Hajela, Justice 
Nariman said: “Speaking 
for myself, I was appalled 
by your action... And don’t 
forget you are an officer of 
the court.”

Telling Hajela that 
“whatever you say, reflects 
on us”, the bench asked: 

“Should we send you both 
(including RGCC) to jail for 
contempt?”

The court told Hajela 
that he was first an officer 
of the court and should 
not have spoken to the 
media about the NRC.

“It is most unfortunate 
on your part as well as the 
RGCC. Your job is to pre-
pare the final NRC. Your 
job is not to go to press 
holding brief for some-
body,” the bench said.

The court reminded 
RGCC Sailesh that on an 
earlier occasion, too, he 
was warned by the court 
on his actions vis-a-vis 
preparation of the NRC.

“And you,  we had 
warned you before,” Jus-
tice Gogoi told Sailesh.

At the outset of the 
hearing, Justice Gogoi, 
holding the copy of the 
newspaper in which Haje-
la had given the interview 
about ongoing exercise for 
preparing final NRC for 
Assam, asked him “what 
is this?

“Are you in any man-
ner concerned with the 
claims and objections? 
What is this question of 
new documents”, Justice 
Gogoi asked Hajela telling 
him that his job was only 
to carry on with the draft 
NRC and prepare final 
citizens register.

Justice Gogoi also read 
out the order passed by the 

court in its last hearing on 
July 31.

In its last order, the 
court had said: “... what 
has been published is only 
the Complete Draft NRC 
which naturally being a 
draft cannot be the basis 
of any action by any au-
thority.”

The court had also 
recorded the statement 
of Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal that the Cen-
tral government was in 
the process of “preparing 
modalities in the form of 
standard operating proce-
dures” to deal with claims 
and objections through a 
fair process.

Having hauled up 
Hajela and RGCC Sailesh 
for exceeding their brief 
and speaking to the me-
dia, the court said that 
next hearing on the matter 
would take place on Au-
gust 16 when court would 
consider the standard op-
erating procedures being 
prepared by the Centre 
for dealing with claims 
and objections to the draft 
NRC.

In pursuance to July 2 
top court’s direction, the 
draft NRC was published 
on July 30.

It will also pass further 
orders with regard to the 
time schedule and differ-
ent steps that would be 
undertaken for preparig 
the final NRC.
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US re-imposes unilateral 
sanctions against Iran

A resident, in yellow, wishing not to be identified, is comforted after seeing her fire-ravaged home for the 
first time in Redding, California.

This undated picture released by North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) via KNS shows 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (centre) inspecting the Samchon Catfish Farm in South Hwanghae Province.

US President Donald Trump

California wildfire explodes in 
size, largest in state’s history

UN backs plan to unblock 
humanitarian aid to N Korea

San Francisco, Aug. 7 
(IANS): Catastrophic 
wildfires continue to rav-
age California, as one 
blaze nearly doubled in 
size over the last three 
days, making it the larg-
est in the US state’s his-
tory, according to au-
thorities.

No  o n e  h a s  b e e n 
injured in the Mendo-
cino Complex Fire, which 
consists of two fires - the 
Ranch Fire and the River 
Fire - burning around 
Clear Lake, in several 
counties in Northern 
California, reports CNN.

Combined, they form 
the biggest blaze that 
California firefighters are 
currently battling. 

Altogether, the Men-
docino Complex Fire has 
burned 283,800 acres 
- growing about 80 per 
cent since August 3. 

As of Monday evening, 

it was 30 per cent con-
tained and had destroyed 
75 residences.

The Mendocino Com-
plex Fire has now sur-
passed last year’s Tho-
mas Fire, which burned 
281,893 acres in Ventura 
and Santa Barbara coun-
ties, as the largest fire in 
Cal Fire history.

Exhausted firefighters 
across the state are trying 
to contain 16 major fires 
that are burning in hot, 
dry and windy condi-
tions.

On Monday, another 
fast-moving fire ignited 
in the state - this time in 
Orange County, where 
firefighters battled the 
Holy Fire that expanded 
to more than 4,000 acres. 

That fire started in 
the Cleveland National 
Forest and evacuations 
in the nearby areas have 
been ordered, according 

to the Orange County Fire 
Authority.

In Northern Califor-
nia’s Shasta County, the 
devastating Carr Fire 
claimed its seventh vic-
tim on August 4 when a 
Pacific Gas and Electric 
worker died while work-
ing with a crew to restore 
power, CNN reported.

Over the weekend, the 
White House approved a 
disaster declaration for 
Shasta County, allow-
ing affected residents to 
apply for federal assist-
ance including tempo-
rary housing and home 
repairs.

Currently, more than 
14,000 firefighters are 
battling the wildfires 
across California.

Fire crews from Aus-
tralia and New Zealand 
arrived in the state on 
Monday to provide as-
sistance.

United Nations, Aug. 7 
(AFP): The UN Security 
Council on Monday ap-
proved US-drafted meas-
ures aimed at ensuring 
that tough sanctions on 
North Korea do not impede 
deliveries of humanitarian 
aid to the isolated country.

Nearly half of North 
Korea’s population - 10 
million people - are un-
dernourished, according 
to UN officials, who have 
reported a drop in food 
production last year.

UN resolutions specify 
that sanctions should not 
affect humanitarian aid, 
but relief organisations 
argue that strict trade and 
banking measures are cre-
ating bureaucratic obsta-
cles and slowing down the 

flow of vital supplies.
The United States last 

month proposed new 
guidelines to allow aid 
groups and UN agencies to 
quickly obtain exemptions 
from the council commit-
tee that oversees imple-
mentation of sanctions.

After weeks of negotia-
tions, the proposal was ap-
proved on Monday.

Dutch Deputy UN Am-
bassador Lise Gregoire-van 
Haaren, whose country 
chairs the sanctions com-
mittee, said the guidelines 
will hopefully “provide 
clarity on delivering hu-
manitarian aid to the North 
Korean people without 
violating sanctions.”

“Our ultimate goal is 
the denuclearisation of the 

Korean Peninsula, and the 
sanctions are very impor-
tant to that end,” she said.

A notice will be sent 
to the UN’s 193 member-
states by the committee 
“to provide a clear expla-
nation” of the procedure 
for exemptions which will 
“improve the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance” 
to North Korea, a commit-
tee document said.

The United States has 
rebuffed calls from China 
and Russia to ease sanc-
tions, urging instead that 
maximum pressure be 
maintained to compel 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un to follow through 
on his pledge to denu-
clearize the Korean pe-
ninsula.

50 killed in Afghan fighting
Kabul, Aug. 7 (IANS): Fifty 
people, including security 
personnel and civilians, were 
killed in fighting in Afghani-
stan’s Logar province, au-
thorities said on Tuesday.

The clash started late 
Monday night after Taliban 
militants stormed Azra dis-
trict and surrounding areas, 
Xinhua news agency report-

ed.  “The militants were clos-
ing in on the district centre 
and fierce gun battles were 
underway in different parts 
of  Azra, sharing a border 
with Nangarhar province,” an 
informed official said. 

Several militants were 
also killed or wounded in the 
fighting. But their numbers 
were not disclosed.

Washington, Aug. 7 (AFP): 
The United States re-im-
posed a wave of tough, 
u n i l a t e r a l  s a n c t i o n s 
against Iran on Tuesday, 
bringing back into effect 
harsh penalties that had 
been lifted under a his-
toric, multi-party nuclear 
agreement that President 
Donald Trump aban-
doned in May.

The first of two rounds 
of US sanctions kicked in 
at 0431 GMT (12:31 pm 
Singapore time), target-
ing Iran’s access to US 
banknotes and key indus-
tries, including cars and 
carpets.

Iranians are already 
seeing the effects of the 
sanctions, with Iran’s rial 
currency losing around 
half its value since Trump 
announced the US would 
withdraw from the 2015 
nuclear accord.

Trump’s contempt for 
the nuclear deal dates 
back to his time as presi-
dential candidate and on 
May 8, he made good on 
a pledge to pull America 
out of the international 
agreement.

He blasted the agree-
ment yet again Monday, 

calling it a “horrible, one-
sided deal (that) failed to 
achieve the fundamental 
objective of blocking all 
paths to an Iranian nu-
clear bomb.”

The unilateral with-
drawal came despite other 
parties to the agreement 
- Britain, China, France, 
Germany, Russia and the 
EU - pleading with Trump 
not to abandon the pact 
aimed at blocking Iran 
from acquiring a nuclear 
weapon, and highlights 
the US leader’s go-it-alone 
style and his distaste for 
multilateral agreements.

In an executive order 

Monday, Trump said the 
sanctions seek to pile 
f inancial  pressure on 
Tehran to force a “com-
prehensive and lasting so-
lution” to Iranian threats, 
including its development 
of missiles and regional 
“malign” activities.

The European Union’s 
diplomatic chief Federica 
Mogherini said the bloc, 
as well as Britain, France 
and Germany, deeply 
regretted Washington’s 
move.

“We are determined 
to protect European eco-
nomic operators engaged 
in legitimate business 

with Iran,” she said in a 
statement.

Many large European 
firms are leaving Iran for 
fear of US penalties, and 
Trump warned of “severe 
consequences” against 
firms and individuals that 
continued to do business 
with Iran.

The impact  of  the 
return of sanctions has 
ramped up tensions inside 
Iran, which has seen days 
of protests and strikes in 
multiple towns and cities 
over water shortages, high 
prices and wider anger at 
the political system.

Severe reporting re-
strictions have made it 
impossible to verify the 
swirl of claims coming 
through social media.

Trump said he was 
open to reaching a more 
comprehensive deal with 
Iran “that addresses the 
full range of the regime’s 
malign activities, includ-
ing its ballistic missile 
program and its support 
for terrorism.”

But Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani was un-
impressed by the offer.

“If you’re an enemy 
and you stab the other 

person with a knife, and 
then you say you want 
negotiations, then the first 
thing you have to do is 
remove the knife,” the Ira-
nian leader said in an in-
terview on state television.

“They want to launch 
psychological warfare 
against the Iranian na-
tion,” Rouhani said. “Ne-
gotiations with sanctions 
doesn’t make sense.”

The second phase of 
US sanctions, which takes 
effect November 5 and will 
block Iran’s oil sales, is due 
to cause more damage, 
though several countries 
including China, India 
and Turkey have indicat-
ed they are not willing to 
entirely cut their Iranian 
energy purchases.

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif 
told reporters the global 
reaction to Trump’s move 
showed that the US was 
diplomatically “isolated,” 
but acknowledged the 
sanctions “may cause 
some disruption.”

Rouhani’s government 
has taken emergency 
measures to stem the col-
lapse of the rial ahead of 
the return of sanctions.

Imran khan

Imran Khan questioned by Pakistan’s anti-graft body
Peshawar, Aug. 7 (PTI): 
Imran Khan, who is set 
to become Pakistan’s 
new prime minister, was 
questioned today by the 
country’s anti-graft body 
and asked to respond to 
a questionnaire within 
15 days in connection 
with the misuse of heli-
copters of the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa government 
which allegedly caused 
Rs 2.17 million loss to the 
exchequer.

T h e  Na t i o n a l  Ac -
c o u n t a b i l i t y  Bu re a u 
(NAB) on August 3 had 
summoned 65-year-old 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) chairman in the 
case.

I n  K h y b e r  P a -
khtunkhwa, Khan’s PTI 
has led the provincial 
government since 2013.

The NAB wanted to 
question Khan as part of 
the preliminary probe 
into allegations that the 
cricketer-turned-politi-
cian caused Rs 2.17 mil-
lion loss to the provincial 
exchequer by using the 
government’s helicopter 
for over 72 hours.

Officially he was not 

allowed to use the aircraft 
for personal purpose.

The NAB had pre-
pared a questionnaire 
with 15 queries for Khan 
and his lawyers.  The 
questionnaire has to be 
completed within 15 
days, according to the 
NAB officials.

Security around the 
NAB’s Peshawar office 

was tightened as Khan 
appeared before the 
body.

Former chief minister 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Pe r v e z  K h a t t a k  a n d 
former speaker of pro-
vincial assembly, Asad 
Qaiser accompanied Im-
ran to the NAB Peshawar 
office, where he stayed 
for an hour. 

Khan has denied any 
wrongdoing and said the 
case was politically mo-
tivated.

Khan was earlier sum-
moned on July 18, but he 
failed to appear before 
the panel sighting elec-
tions. His lawyer had filed 
an appeal requesting the 
accountability watchdog 
to fix the date for case af-
ter the general elections, 
“preferably on August 7”.

NAB chairman Justice 
(retired) Javed Iqbal in 
February directed the 
bureau to launch a probe 
against the PTI chief and 
then-KP chief minister 
Pervez Khattak over the 
unofficial use of two gov-
ernment helicopters by 
misusing authority.

Some government of-
ficials and Khattak have 
already appeared before 
the combined investiga-
tion team in the same 
inquiry.

Khan’s Pakistan PTI 
has emerged as the single 
largest party in the elec-
tions held on July 25. He 
is expected to take oath 
as prime minister around 
August 14.

Foreign tourist and residents wait outside a hotel in Bali’s capital Denpasar on August 5 after a major earth-
quake rocked Indonesia’s Lombok island.

Indonesia earthquake death toll reaches 105 
Tanjung, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
The death toll in the 6.9 
magnitude Indonesia 
earthquake climbed to 
105 on Tuesday while 
rescue teams continued 
to search for survivors 
under the rubble.

The earthquake shook 
Lombok Island over the 
weekend. Indonesian Na-
tional Board for Disaster 
Management spokes-
person Sutopo Purwo 
Nugroho said that among 
the dead, 78 were from 
the northern Lombok 
regency, 15 from western 
Lombok, four from Ma-
taram, three from east-
ern Lombok, two from 
central Lombok and two 
from Bali’s capital Den-
pasar.

About 236 people 
were reported to be in-
jured and 20,000 people 
displaced by the disas-
ter. Thousands of houses 
were damaged, CNN re-
ported.

All the 105 people 
killed were Indonesians, 
while the injured includ-

ed seven foreigners - one 
each from Denmark, the 
US, the UK, France, Bel-
gium, Czech Republic 
and South Korea, accord-
ing to Efe news.

Sutopo said that the 
death toll was expected to 
rise as the search opera-
tions continued, mainly 
in the most affected re-

gions of northern and 
eastern Lombok.

Thousands of tour-
ists were being gradu-
ally evacuated from Lom-
bok on boats or delayed 
flights taking off from 
Mataram’s international 
airport where many for-
eigners spent the night 
in the terminal and in 

corridors.
Some 7,000 tourists 

were evacuated from 
the popular Gili archi-
pelago - which includes 
the islands Air, Meno 
and Trawangan - off the 
coast of northeast Lom-
bok, near the epicentre 
of the earthquake, which 
was followed by 250 af-

tershocks.
Faik Fahmi, direc-

tor of Angkasa Pura, the 
company that operates 
the airport on Lombok, 
said there were about 
1,000 people staying 
overnight at the airport 
and that they were go-
ing to increase traffic so 
travellers can reach their 
destinations, including 
Bali and Jakarta.

On Monday, many 
flights to and from the 
island were cancelled and 
others delayed. Lombok, 
dominated by the Rinjani 
volcano, is located east 
of Bali, Indonesia’s main 
tourist destination.

Indonesia sits on the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, an 
area of intense seismic 
and volcanic activity that 
experiences about 7,000 
tremors a year, mostly 
moderate.

The devastation came 
exactly a week after the 
region was hit by a 6.4 
magnitude quake that left 
at least 15 people dead 
and 162 injured.
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Members of the Ao Naga Choir inside the famous Musikverein 
concert hall during the World Peace Choral Festival in Vienna during 
July 27-29.

Ao Naga Choir Performs at the World Peace Choral Festival, Vienna

Dimapur Humanity 
Foundation charity 
concert held

Demi Lovato out of 
hospital, checks into rehab

T
he Ao Naga 
Choir was 
invited to attend 
the World Peace 
Choral Festival 

(WPCF) in Vienna, Austria 
on July 26th – 29th to pro-
mote world peace through 
music and enhancing 
intercultural understand-
ing and communication in 
order to produce mutual 
respect and harmony. The 
event was supported and 

sponsored by the Austrian 
federal government au-
thorities, the city govern-
ment of Vienna, the Vienna 
Boys’ Choir, the United 
Nations Headquarters in 
Vienna, NGOs, enterprises 
and a series of personali-
ties.

The choir is informed 
to have given exhilarat-
ing performances at the 
Universitätskirche on July 
27 followed by the concert 

Singer-actress Demi Lovato is out of a hospital where she was 
admitted two weeks ago following a drug overdose and is currently 
undergoing treatment at a rehabilitation centre. The 25-year-old got 
discharged from the hospital on August 4 and was flown to outside 
California in a private plane for her treatment, reports Tmz.com. A 
source close to Lovato said the singer’s team has a plan set in place 
to scrub the negative people and “yes men” who contributed to her 
downhill spiral and fuelled her addiction for months before the 
overdose that almost killed her.

T
eam Dimapur 
24/7, a social 
networking 
page that up-
dates constant 

news in and around from 
Nagaland organised a 
charity concert under the 
banner “Dimapur Human-
ity Foundation” on August 
5 at the Christian higher 
secondary school chapel 
hall. 

The objective for 
organising the charity 
concert was to raise funds 
to help Pinaki Saha who 
is believed to undergo a 
liver transplant surgery in 
Hyderabad. 

The concert saw more 
than 20 music artists 
from Dimapur, most of 
who were teenagers and 
youTube artists.

Kiniho Zhimomi, press 
secretary to PHED Minis-
ter Jacob zhimomi, graced 
the event as special invitee.

 He applauded and ap-
preciated the participants 
of the event for being 
positive towards the noble 
initiative. He also encour-
aged the youths to come 
out of their comfort zones 
and help the society “prac-
tically in every possible 
action” one can contrib-
ute. He also briefed about 
the Government trying “it’s 
best to tackle problems” 
to which cooperation and 
contributions of youths 
are the need of the hour.

Team Dimapur 24_7 
has extended their appre-
ciation to all sponsors and 
well wishers. 

Eastern mirror Desk

M
eghan Mar-
kle‘s future 
is so bright, 
she has to 
wear shades  

very expensive, gold-plated 
shades.

While celebrating her 
birthday at a friend’s wed-

ding on Saturday, the Duch-
ess of Sussex accessorized 
her Club Monaco dress 
(and brushed off a mini 
wardrobe malfunction) 
in a pair of Linda Farrow 
sunglasses made from 
18-22 carat gold-plated 
Japanese titanium.

The price for Markle’s 
sold-out, statement-

making sunnies? A cool 
$750.

Still, in news 
sure to relieve 

Prince 
Charles 
(who 
picks up 

the tab for 
Mar-

kle’s royal 
wardrobe), 
the Duchess’ 

pair is a relative 
steal compared 

to the white-gold 
version of the 

same Linda Farrow 
style. Those feature 
platinum lenses and 

cost $1,215.
Pagesix.com

Meghan Markle 
wears 22-karat gold 
sunglasses worth $750

on July 29 at the famous 
Musikverein concert hall in 
Vienna.  The Musikverein 
is considered one of the 
finest concert halls in the 
world, along with Berlin’s 
Konzerthaus, the Concert-
gebouw in Amsterdam, 
and Boston’s Symphony 
Hall.

Together with the 

Vienna Boys Choir, the 
Ao Naga Choir performed 
pieces which showcased 
traditional Naga cultural 
heritage at the concert hall.

The choir also had 
the opportunity to attend 
special master classes with 
Professor Gerald Wirth, 
President and Artistic Di-
rector of Vienna Boys Choir 

at Universität für Musik 
und Darstellende Kunst 
Wien also known as The 
University of Music and 
Performing Arts Vienna.

 Members of the Ao 
Naga Choir were awarded 
diplomas by the WPCF in-
cluding the United Nations 
and the “Angel of Peace” 
Award for their spirit, 

excellent artistic and social 
contribution.

 The Ao Naga Choir has 
the distinction of having 
performed three times for 
the President and Prime 
Minister of India in the 
past as well as having col-
laborated with the Ministry 
of Culture and Ministry of 
Tourism for the Incredible 

India Series of the Govern-
ment of India.

They have also repre-
sented India Internation-
ally at the 1st Salzburg 
International Choral Festi-
val in June 2017 in Austria 
and the 5th  Asia Pacific 
Choral Championship in 
October 2017 in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka.

 The Ao Naga Choir 
has also been invited to 
be part of a major music 
festival known as the “As-
tana - Voice of the World” 
organised by the Ministry 
of Culture and Sports and 
the Republican Public As-
sociation of Kazakhstan’s 
Choir Conductors.

Eastern Mirror Desk
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Chinese astronomers discover lithium-rich giant star

Turmeric extract can be used to kill cancer cells – Study

This novel app may help your kids eat vegetables

Can technology hamper kids’ early communication skills?NASA Curiosity rover completes 6 years on Mars

Google releases AI-packed Android 9 Pie

Earth at risk of falling into irreversible greenhouse stateHow hi-speed internet can affect your sleep

New compounds to reverse 
human ageing developed
London, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
British researchers have de-
veloped new compounds 
that can potentially reverse 
key aspects of the ageing of 
human cells.

For the study, the team 
targeted the compounds -- 
AP39, AP123 and RT01 -- on 
mitochondria (the ‘power 
stations’ of cells).

The compounds se-
lectively delivered min-
ute quantities of the gas 
hydrogen sulphide to the 
mitochondria in cells and 
helped the old or dam-
aged cells to generate the 
‘energy’ needed for survival 
and to reduce senescence 
-- the condition or process 
of deterioration with age.

The study, conducted 
by researchers from the 
University of Exeter in the 
UK, found that the number 
of senescent cells was re-
duced by up to 50 per cent.

“The newly developed 
compounds have the po-
tential to tweak the mecha-
nisms by which this ageing 
of cells happens... and our 
compounds have poten-
tially opened up the way 
for new therapeutic ap-
proaches in the future,” said 

Lorna Harries, Professor at 
the varsity.

The findings raised the 
possibility of future treat-
ments not only for blood 
vessels, which become 
stiffer as they age, but also 
for other cells.

“This may well be the 

Washington, Aug. 6 (IANS): NASA’s Cu-
riosity rover is celebrating its sixth an-
niversary on Mars which is currently 
experiencing a global storm.

“I touched down on #Mars six 
years ago. Celebrating my 6th landing 
anniversary with the traditional gift 
of iron… oxide. (It puts the red in Red 
Planet.),” said a tweet sent out by the 
rover on Sunday.

Curiosity, which landed on Mars in 
2012, was designed to assess whether 
Mars ever had an environment able 
to support small life forms called mi-
crobes. In other words, its mission is to 
determine the planet’s “habitability.”

The rover is currently keeping its 
“eyes” on a dust event that had gone 
global by June 20.

Most of NASA’s spacecraft are 
studying the dust storm from above. 
But the Curiosity rover has a unique 
perspective: the nuclear-powered 
science machine is largely immune to 
the darkened skies, allowing it to col-
lect science from within the beige veil 
enveloping the planet. 

Curiosity has a number of “eyes” 
that can determine the abundance 

New York, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
Are you a tech buff and 
have filled your house with 
latest technologies from 
Amazon’s Alexa and Apple’s 
Siri to the Google Assistant? 
If so, it may affect your tod-
dler’s early communication 
skills.

Researchers found that 
if a toddler asks these voice 
activated devices a ques-
tion, he or she will in reply 
get a silence, or the famil-
iar, default robot apology, 
representing “broken” or 
uncommunicative device. 

Children communicate 
with technology differently 
than adults do, and a more 
responsive device -- one 
that repeats or prompts the 
user, for example -- could be 
more useful to more people, 
the study suggested.

“There has to be more 
than I’m sorry, I didn’t 
quite get that,” said Alexis 
Hiniker, Assistant Professor 

at the University of Wash-
ington . 

“Voice interfaces now 
are designed in a cut-and-
dried way that needs more 
nuance. Adults don’t talk to 
children and assume there 
will be perfect communica-
tion. That’s relevant here,” 
he added.

The study was present-
ed at the 17th Interaction 
Design and Children Con-
ference, in Norway.

The team conducted a 
two-week test in the homes 
of 14 preschoolers of a tab-
let game that included a 
broken voice-driven mini-
game. They collected 107 
audio samples of these 
children’s (unsuccessful) 
attempts to communicate 
with the mini-game. 

In all, children persist-
ed in trying, without any 
evidence of frustration, to 
get the game to work more 
than 75 per cent of the 

London, Aug. 6 (IANS): If your child 
does not like to eat vegetables, a new 
gaming app may be of help. Research-
ers have developed the app designed 
to entice kids to healthy eating op-
tions through exposure to various 
vegetables.

Named Vegetable Maths Masters, 
the app unveils the world of vegetables 
for children between the ages of 3 and 
7 years via a maths gaming app where 
children can practise core maths skills.

Depending on the child’s age they 
can count with vegetables, draw num-
bers with vegetables, add/subtract 
with vegetables and practise multipli-
cation and division.

“We have developed an app which 
draws on psychological research to 
integrate different methods known 
to increase interest in vegetables and 
eagerness to try them,” one of the 
researchers Claire Farrow from Aston 
University in Britain said in a state-
ment.

“Social norms also influence food 
preferences, for example if child char-
acters in the game like and enjoy eat-
ing vegetables, research suggests that 
children are more likely to try them,” 
Farrow added.

In order to play, the kids need to 
choose a character, then feed it 10 
different vegetables after which, the 

character gives a positive feedback. 
They earn stars as they complete prob-
lems which can be traded for props to 
decorate an animated vegetable.

Parents get a say in the game too, 
by selecting the vegetables (from a 
choice of 10) they want their children 
to play with.

“The game is based around psy-
chological research which suggests 
that children become less weary of 
vegetables and more willing to taste 
them the more that they are repeatedly 
exposed to them,” Farrow added.

The free app is available for down-
load from iTunes and Android, the 
Aston University statement added.  

San Francisco, Aug. 7 (IANS): Google 
has released its latest version of An-
droid Operating System -- Android 
9 Pie, which harnesses the power of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) to predict 
how users would like to experience 
their devices while offering a smoother 
navigation system and an easier way 
to track and limit usage of apps.

It comes with features like Adap-
tive Battery, which learns the 
apps you use most and pri-
oritises battery for them, 
Google said in a statement 
on Monday.

Another interesting fea-
ture that Android 9 Pie brings 
is Adaptive Brightness, which 
learns how you like to set the bright-
ness in different settings, and does it 
for you.

“Android 9 aims to make your 
phone even smarter by learning from 
you and adapting to your usage pat-
terns,” said Sameer Samat, Vice Presi-
dent of Product Management, An-
droid and Google Play. 

“It also helps you get things done 
faster, like predicting what you will 
want to do next based on your context 
and displaying that action right on 
your phone,” Samat said, adding that 

the company was working to add key 
capabilities right into Android to help 
people achieve the balance with tech-
nology they are looking for.

At Google developers conference 
in May, Google previewed digital well-
being features for Android including a 
new Dashboard that shows time spent 
on the device; an App Timer that lets 
users set time limits on apps and greys 

out the icon on the home screen 
when the time is up.

Google said “Digital 
Wellbeing” is now available in beta for 
Pixel phones running Android 9, and 
will be officially available in the next 
few months. 

It will be coming to Android One 
and other devices later in 2018, the 
tech giant added.

Android 9 features a new system 
navigation featuring a single, clean 
home button. Users can swipe up to 
see a newly designed “Overview”, the 
place where you have at-a-glance full-

screen previews of your last used apps. 
The “Smart Text Selection” feature 

is designed to make switching be-
tween apps easier. 

Google said Android P also brings 
a redesigned Quick Settings that offers 
among other things a better way to 
take and edit screenshots, simplified 
volume controls, and an easier way to 
manage notifications. 

“With Android 9 we have made 
software more secure from Code-

reuse attacks, and installed 
features which add a layer 
of security to biometrics,” 
Google said. 

Android 9 also has 
features to improve your 

pri- vacy and security of sensitive 
data like credit card information, ac-
cording to Google.

“Starting today, an over-the-air 
update to Android 9 will begin rolling 
out to Pixel phones,” Google said on 
Monday. 

Devices that participated in the 
Beta programme from Sony Mobile, 
Xiaomi, HMD Global, Oppo, Vivo, 
OnePlus, and Essential Phones, as well 
as all qualifying Android One devices, 
will receive this update by the end of 
2018, it added.

London, Aug. 7 (PTI): Access to highspeed 
internet may reduce the duration and qual-
ity of your sleep, according to a study.

The research, published in the Journal 
of Economic Behaviour and Organisa-
tion, found that individuals with Digital 
subscriber line (DSL) access tend to sleep 
25 minutes less than their counterparts 
without DSL internet. DSL is a technology 
for bringing high-bandwidth internet to 
homes and small businesses over ordinary 
copper telephone lines.

The researchers from Bocconi Univer-
sity in Italy and the University of Pittsburgh 
in the US conclude that access to high-
speed Internet reduces sleep duration and 
sleep satisfaction in individuals that face 
time constraints in the morning for work 
or family reasons.

“Individuals with DSL access tend to 
sleep 25 minutes less than their counter-
parts without DSL Internet,” said Francesco 
Billari, a professor at Bocconi University. 
“They are significantly less likely to sleep 
between seven and nine hours, the amount 
recommended by the scientific community, 
and are less likely to be satisfied with their 
sleep,” Billari said.

The effect that the researchers find is 

largely driven by individuals that face time 
constraints in the morning and by the use 
of electronic devices in the evening, and not 
by their use throughout the day.

“Digital temptations may lead to a delay 
in bedtime, which ultimately decreases 
sleep duration for individuals who are not 
able to compensate for later bedtime by 
waking up later in the morning,” Billari said.

Among teenagers and young adults 
(aged 13-30), there is a significant asso-
ciation between insufficient sleep and time 
spent on computer games or watching TV 
or videos in the evening, researchers said.

Sydney, Aug. 7 (IANS): The 
Earth is at risk of falling into 
an irreversible greenhouse 
state due to global warming, 
which would make several 
regions of the planet unin-
habitable for humans, an 
international study revealed 
on Tuesday.

The study led by Will 
Steffen from the Australian 
National University (ANU) 
warned that this situation 
could result in temperatures 
rising to approximately five 
degrees over pre-industrial 
levels and sea level rising up 
by 10-60 metres in the long 
term, reports Efe news.

Currently, the global av-
erage temperature is slightly 
one degree higher than that 
of the pre-industrial era and 
increases 0.17 degrees each 
decade.

Steffen said that if the 
temperatures increased 
two degrees due to human 

activities, a process known 
as feedback would be acti-
vated in the Earth’s system, 
which could 
a g g r a v a t e 
global warm-
ing even i f 
greenhouse 
gases are no 
longer emit-
ted.

The feed-
b a c k s  e f -
fects include 
permafrost 
thaw, loss of 
methane hy-
drates from 
t h e  o c e a n 
floor, weak-
ening land 
a n d  o c e a n 
carbon sinks 
and increas-
ing bacterial 
respiration in the oceans.

They also include Am-
azon rainforest dieback, 

boreal forest dieback, re-
duction of northern hemi-
sphere snow cover, loss of 

Arctic summer sea ice, and 
reduction of Antarctic sea 
ice and polar ice sheets.

“These tipping elements 
can potentially act like a 
row of dominoes. Once 

one is pushed 
over, it pushes 
Earth towards 
another. It may 
be very diffi-
cult or impos-
sible to stop the 
whole row of 
dominoes from 
tumbling over,” 
Steffen said in a 
statement.

T h e  r e -
searchers be-
lieve that the 
feedback ef-
fects could also 
led to uncon-
trollable emis-
sions of carbon 
that have been 
stored on Earth.

Steffen warned that cur-
rent efforts, which are not 
sufficient to meet the objec-

tives of the Paris Agreement, 
will not help humans avoid 
this dangerous situation, 
in which many parts of the 
planet could become unfit 
for living.

The Paris Agreement, 
signed in 2015 by some 200 
countries, seeks to contain 
the increase in global aver-
age temperature below 2 
degrees Celsius with respect 
to the pre-industrial level, 
and to continue efforts to 
limit this increase by 1.5 
degrees.

Steffen also urged the 
international community 
to accelerate the transition 
towards an emission-free 
world economy.

This study was pub-
lished in the PNAS scien-
tific journal and involved 
scientists from Switzerland, 
Denmark, the UK, Belgium, 
US, Germany and the Neth-
erlands.

Beijing, Aug. 7 (IANS): Chi-
nese astronomers have dis-
covered the most lithium-
rich giant star ever known, 
which could shed new light 
on the evolution of the uni-
verse.

With 3,000 times more 
lithium than a normal star, 
it was found in the direction 
of Ophiuchus, on the north 
side of the galactic disk, at a 
distance of 4,500 light years 
from Earth, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

The star has a mass al-

most 1.5 times our sun.
A research team, led by 

astronomers from National 
Astronomical Observatories 
of China (NAOC), made the 
discovery with the Large 
Sky Area Multi-Object Fibre 
Spectroscopic Telescope 
(LAMOST), a special quasi-
meridian reflecting Schmidt 
telescope located in NAOC’s 
Xinglong Observatory, in 
Hebei province.

The telescope can ob-
serve about 4,000 celestial 
bodies at one time and has 

made a massive contribu-
tion to the study of the 
structure of the galaxy.

Lithium is considered 
one of the three elements 
synthesised in the Big 
Bang, together with hy-
drogen and helium. The 
abundance of the three 
elements was regarded as 
the strongest evidence of 
the Big Bang.

The evolution of lithi-
um has been a key subject 
in the research of the evo-
lution of the universe and 

stars. However, giant stars 
rich in lithium are very rare, 
with only a few found over 
the past three decades. This 
makes their study remark-
ably challenging, said Zhao 
Gang, a lead astronomer at 
NAOC.

“The discovery of this 
star has largely increased 
the upper limit of observed 
lithium abundance,” said 
Zhao.

The results of the study 
were published in the latest 
issue of Nature Astronomy.

Washington, Aug. 7 (PTI): 
Extracts of turmeric - a con-
diment commonly used in 
Indian cuisine - can be ren-
dered soluble and delivered 
to tumours to kill cancer 
cells, scientists say.

Turmeric is known for 
its therapeutic effect and as 
a way to kill germs present 
in raw meat.

Recently, scientists 
have also discovered that 
curcumin, a naturally oc-
curring substance isolated 
from turmeric, is an effec-
tive agent for killing cancer 

cells.
“Until now, however, 

curcumin is what we call in 
pharmaceutical science as a 
‘false lead’ - it is therapeutic, 
but the full effect can’t be 
utilised because it’s poorly 
soluble in water,” said Di-
panjan Pan, an associate 
professor at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign in the US.

“When you try to de-
liver a drug, it requires solu-
bility in water, otherwise 
it won’t flow through the 
bloodstream,” said Santosh 

Misra, a post-doctoral re-
searcher working with Pan.

Researchers including 
those from the University 
of Utah in the US created a 
sophisticated metallocyclic 
complex using platinum 
that enabled curcumin’s 
solubility.

The study, published in 
the journal PNAS, showed 
that the complex was 100 
times more effective in 
treating various cancer 
types such as melanoma 
and breast cancer cells than 
using curcumin and plati-
num agents separately.

Curcumin has shown to 
prevent the phosphoryla-
tion of STAT3, a well-known 
signalling pathway that trig-
gers the growth of cancer 
cells and allows them to 
survive, in in vivo studies.

The platinum-curcum-
in combination kills the 
cells by fragmenting its 
DNA.

Although the research-
ers have only tested the 
method in delivering cur-
cumin, its contribution to 
cancer treatment will ul-
timately also come from 
the likelihood the method 
will work with other drugs 
as well.

“In cancer therapy, one 
of the measures that con-
strains a number of the 
drugs is their poor solubil-
ity,” Pan said.

“Viability only becomes 
prominent when the drug 
becomes soluble in water. 
So, no matter how the drug 
is given, intravenously or 
orally, it needs to eventually 
be absorbed by the organs 
in the body,” he said.

Pan’s team also hopes to 
prove that this method will 
be effective in killing cancer 
stem cells, in effect cancer’s 
root system, preventing the 
diseases from recurring in 
patients.

basis for a new genera-
tion of anti-degenerative 
drugs,” Harries said.

Moreover, the goal was 
to help people stay healthi-
er for longer. “This is about 
health span and quality 
of life, rather than merely 
extending lifespan,” she 
noted. 

In the study, published 
in the journal ‘Ageing’, the 
team used novel chemicals, 
and were able to very spe-
cifically target two splicing 
factors (SRSF2 or HNRN-
PD) that play a key role in 
determining how and why 
our cells change with ad-
vancing age.

“Many disease states 
can essentially be viewed 
as accelerated ageing, and 
keeping mitochondria 
healthy helps either pre-
vent or, in many cases us-
ing animal models, reverse 
this,” Lorna noted.

time; frustration surfaced 
in fewer than one-fourth of 
the recordings and in only 
six recordings, children 
asked an adult to help.

Parents were happy to 
help, but they were also 
quick to determine some-
thing was wrong. Only 
when they pronounced 
the game to be broken, 

the children agreed to stop 
trying.

“Adults are good at 
recognising what a child 
wants to say and filling in 
for the child,” Hiniker said. 
“Artificial Intelligence is 
getting more sophisticated 
all the time, so it’s about 
how to design these tech-
nologies in the first place.”  

and size of dust particles based on how 
they scatter and absorb light, NASA 
said in a statement in July. 

That includes its Mastcam, Chem-
Cam, and an ultraviolet sensor on 
REMS, its suite of weather instru-
ments. 

NASA lost contact with its Oppor-
tunity rover due to the storm.

Based on the longevity of a 2001 
global storm, NASA scientists estimate 
it may be September before the haze 
has cleared enough for Opportunity 
to power up and call home.
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All Nagaland Shaolin Kungfu Association (ANSKA) deputy grand master and chief general, Neivo-o 
Nicholas Sorunuo presenting a photo frame of ANSKA activities to the Governor of Nagaland P B 
Acharya on Tuesday Aug. 7 at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima. The deputy grand master met the governor 
to discuss matters relating to opening of martial arts institute in the state, the press release stated.

Players of New Market FC celebrate after Rhitsho Mero scored the second goal against Vanguard FC at the Kohima local ground on Tuesday.

EM Images

Jerome Boateng

Thibaut Courtois could be on his way back to Spain in the coming hours, 
according to reports in Madrid.

Joe Hart

KFL: Rhitsho’s brace put 
New Market in third place

Man United, Arsenal, and PSG battle it out for Boateng

Bolt to train with Aussie football side Central Coast Mariners

Marin says Princess of Asturias Award will be dream come true T10 League gets ICC's approval

Thibaut Courtois on verge of Real Madrid move — ReportsOne for the governor

Manchester City goalkeeper Hart signs for BurnleyPakistani cricketer Hafeez considers retirement in protest

Berlin, Aug. 7 (IANS): Three 
top European football clubs 
are said to be in the running 
to sign Bayern Munich de-
fender Jerome Boateng. Ar-
senal and Manchester Unit-
ed of the English Premier 
League are said to be in-
terested in the 29-year-old, 
as are Paris Saint Germain, 
with the French champions 
appearing to be leading the 
race to sign the 2014 World 
Cup winner.

Time is running out for 
Arsenal and Manchester 
United to complete a deal as 
the English transfer window 
closes this Thursday. Mean-
while, PSG and their Ger-
man coach Thomas Tuchel 
are reportedly Boateng's 
first choice, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Bayern chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge said 
Boateng would be allowed 
to leave if a club was pre-
pared to match their fig-
ure on the player who has 
a contract that runs until 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 7: Rhitsho Mero scored 
a brace as New Market FC defeated 
Vanguard FC 2-0 to move above 
Khriekesa FC in third place at the 
2nd Kohima Football League table 
on Tuesday.

With the win, New Market FC is 
now in 3rd place with 12 points and 
Vanguard in 5th position with 8 points 
in 7 matches.

Two woodworks and a missed 
penalty denied Vanguard FC the 
chance to move above New Market 
FC as Salu Kulim assisted two goals 
for Rhitsho to score a brace and finish 
the game for their team.

In the first half, Vanguard FC dom-
inated the game in the midfield area 

but failed to breach the defensive line.
Vanguard’s best chance came 

through Nyithong as his shot hit the 
bar in the 18th minute. Mathew Ke-
zhose was culpable for not scoring in 
the first half.

Before the end of the first half, 
a brilliant crossed from Salu Kulim 
inside the area gave New Market the 
lead in the 40th minute as Rhitsho 
seized the opportunity to score the 
first goal. The first half ended 1-0 in 
favour of New Market.

In the second half, Vanguard try-
ing to get back into the game got their 
chance through a penalty in the 64th 
minute.

It was the skipper Yhunshalo 
Kemp who took the penalty but failed 

to convert as goalkeeper Lhiwete 
Koza managed to tap the ball out.

Achamo Shitio should have scored 
when Salu Kulim passed him a cross 
but he shot the ball wide in the 82nd 
minute.

Salu Kulim was the man behind 
the score again as assisted Rhitsho 
Mero to head home the second goal 
in the 89th minute to make sure New 
Market get the three points.

Dr.Vilatuo Rutsa, Jt.Director, Ani-
mal Husbandry & Veterinary Services 
was the match patron of the day.

Wednesday's matches
1st match - Twenty XI FC Viswema vs 

Ziekiezou SC at 12 pm
2nd match - Sechii Zubza FC vs 

United 16 FC at 2 pm
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2021. The defender is re-
portedly valued at more 
than 50 million euros ($57.9 
million).

The Bavarian club has 
regularly announced that 
it intends to rejuvenate its 
aging squad. After signing 
23-year-old German in-
ternational Leon Goretzka 
from Schalke 04, Chilean 
midfielder Arturo Vidal was 

allowed to depart, with the 
30-year-old having joined 
FC Barcelona in Spain.

According to several 
media reports, a decision 
regarding Boateng's future 
is expected shortly, and may 
happen by the end of this 
week.

While Arsenal have not 
commented on the matter, 
both Tuchel and United 

Madrid, Aug. 7 (AFP): Chel-
sea goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois is closing in on a 
move to Real Madrid in a 
deal worth around 35 mil-
lion euros ($41 million), 
Spanish media reported on 
Tuesday.

"Courtois, decision im-
minent", Madrid sports dai-
ly Marca ran as its headline, 
claiming that the record 
13-time European cham-
pions are "confident of his 
signing".

"The Courtois soap op-
era is coming to its end. The 
target, who yesterday did 

not attend Chelsea training 
despite being at the end 
of his holidays, speeds up 
the process to sign for Real 
Madrid, an announcement 
that could become offi-
cial in the coming hours," 
Marca wrote.

Real will pay 35 million 
euros to bring the Belgium 
international, voted the 
best goalkeeper at the World 
Cup, to the Bernabeu, ac-
cording to Marca.

"Courtois doesn't come 
to Chelsea training", not-
ed Catalan daily Mundo 
Deportivo, for whom "his 

destination will be Real Ma-
drid".

AS, another Madrid-
based sports daily, said 
"Chelsea give Courtois up 
for lost and want (Athletic 
Bilbao's) Kepa Arrizabalaga 
to be his replacement".

It added the Premier 
League club "are willing 
to pay the 80 million euro 
release clause to Athletic" 
for the 23-year-old Spain 
international.

There is also specula-
tion that Chelsea could try 
to sign Atletico Madrid's 
Jan Oblak.

New Delhi, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has officially 
sanctioned the second edi-
tion of the T10 League to 
be held from November 23 
in Sharjah, the tournament 
organisers said on Tuesday.

The apex body's valida-
tion comes as a shot in the 
arm for the league that will 
have two new teams taking 
them to a strong eight teams 
and a ten-day competition, 
according to a release.

The T10 League is the 
evolution of cricket, from 
50-over games to 10-over 
games. The ICC, last season, 
had given the go ahead to 

the organisers to run the 
first 10 overs format league 
in the world. The Eoin Mor-
gan-led Kerala Kings won 
the inaugural edition last 
year.

"This sanction 
from ICC for T10 
League gives our 
partners, stakeholders 
and more importantly 
the players a 
much-needed 
boost. Having 
said that, it ad-
ditionally gives us respon-
sibility to ensure we keep 
growing year-on-year and 
make this format globally 
acceptable," Shaji Ul Mulk, 

Chairman, T10 League, said 
in a statement.

The second edition of 
the tournament will have 

the player draft in Sep-
tember. Afghanistan 
spin wizard Rashid 
Khan (Maratha Ara-
bians), Pakistan's 
Shahid Afridi (Pak-

h t o o n s )  a n d 
Shoaib Malik 
(Punjabi Leg-
ends) ,  Eng-
l a n d ' s  E o i n 

Morgan (Kerala Kings), New 
Zealand's Brendon McCul-
lum (Rajputs), West Indies' 
Sunil Narine (Bengal Tigers) 
and Darren Sammy (North-

ern Warriors) and Austra-
lia's Shane Watson (Kara-
chians) have already been 
roped in as Icon players for 
their respective franchises.

"The sanction from the 
ICC will only add further 
shine to the global appeal 
of the event. We believe 
that value creation for the 
new teams will see a posi-
tive growth from year one. 
From four-day league to a 
ten-day league with more 
teams and larger pool of 
international players is a 
testament of faith shown by 
fans and stakeholders," said 
Salman Iqbal, President, 
T10 League.

Madrid, Aug. 7 (IANS): 
Spanish badminton star 
Carolina Marin said early 
on Tuesday that she hoped 
to win the Princess of As-
turias Award, after becom-
ing the badminton player 
with the highest number 

of world championships in 
history.

"I wish I have enough 
support, it would be anoth-
er dream to get the Princess 
of Asturias," Marin said 
upon arrival at the Ma-
drid airport after her latest 

Melbourne, Aug. 7 (IANS): Legendary 
Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, known 
for his love for football, will join Austra-
lian club Central Coast Mariners for an 
"indefinite training period".

"I am very excited about coming to 
Australia," Bolt was quoted as saying 
by the BBC on Monday.

"It has been my dream to play pro-
fessional football and I know that it will 
involve a lot of hard work and training 
to get to the level required to play and 
make an impact in the A-League.

"I always say that 'anything is 
possible, don't think limits' and I look 
forward to the challenge," he added.

The 31-year-old Jamaican, an 
eight-time Olympic champion and 

the 100m and 200m world record 
holder, has already trained with Ger-
man Bundesliga giants Borussia Dort-

mund, South African outfit Sundowns 
and Norway's Stromsgodset.

"I hope I can make a positive con-
tribution to the club and look forward 
to meeting the other players, staff and 
fans in the coming weeks," said Bolt 
who called it a day from athletics last 
year.

Shaun Mielekamp, chief execu-
tive at the Central Coast Mariners, 
said Bolt would be welcomed "with 
open arms", but that the club remains 
"grounded and focused on the job in 
hand".

"Our goal is to be the most inno-
vative, entertaining and community 
minded sports brand in Australia, this 
is our competitive edge," he added.

London, Aug. 7 (AFP): For-
mer England goalkeeper Joe 
Hart has signed for Burn-
ley from Manchester City, 
with City chairman Khal-
doon Al Mubarak hailing his 
enormous contribution to 
the success of the Premier 
League champions.

The 31-year-old, who 
failed to make the England 
squad for the World Cup, 
has signed a two-year con-
tract with Burnley for an 
undisclosed fee, the club 
said on Tuesday.

The arrival of Hart 
strengthens Burnley's im-
pressive goalkeeping ranks 
following a dislocated 
shoulder sustained by Nick 
Pope at Aberdeen that will 
keep him on the sidelines 
for a time.

Hart will be competing 
with Tom Heaton and An-
ders Lindegaard for a start-
ing spot under manager 

coach Jose Mourinho say 
the German international 
would add quality to their 
defenses.

"My boss knows about 
my wishes and demands," 
Mourinho commented. 
United are said to have con-
tacted Bayern while playing 
a friendly in Munich last 
Saturday.

Other reports speak 
about a meeting between 
Tuchel and Boateng a few 
weeks ago.

While some have sug-
gested that joining the star-
studded PSG side would 
enhance the image-con-
scious Boateng's market-
ing appeal, others say that 
playing in the English Pre-
mier League would result 
in more global exposure for 
the German international.

Several newspapers 
have spoken about signs 
coming from the player's 
entourage that Boateng is 
very interested in opening 
a new chapter in his career.

Sean Dyche, with a Europa 
League qualifier looming 
against Istanbul Basaksehir 
on Thursday and a Premier 
League match with South-
ampton on Sunday.

Both Pope and Heaton 
are also England interna-
tionals.

Hart was at City for 12 
years but Pep Guardiola 
made clear he would no 
longer be number one 
when we took over in 2016.

"Joe Hart's contribu-
tion to Manchester City 
cannot be overstated," Al 
Mubarak said in a state-

Lahore, Aug. 7 (IANS): Paki-
stan's senior batsman Mo-
hammad Hafeez is report-
edly considering retirement 
in protest against his recent 
demotion in the players' 
categories by the Pakistan 
Cricket Board, local media 
reported on Tuesday.

Local media quoting 
sources close to the right-
hand all-rounder said that 
Hafeez considered the de-
motion an insult to him 
because he had been per-
forming up to the mark to 
win several honours for the 
country, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Hafeez, 37, had been 
a regular recipient of the 
PCB's top category contract, 
but the board on Monday 
replaced him with a young 
rising star, Babar Azam.

T h e  P C B  d r o p p e d 
Hafeez from category A to 
category B in the annual 

ment on Manchester City's 
website.

"His 12 years at the club 
has seen him produce some 
remarkable performances 
and heart-stopping saves 
that will live in the memory 
for a long time to come.

"His passion for and 
commitment to this club, 
evidenced by a remarkable 
tally of 348 appearances, 
means he will rightly be 
regarded as a City legend in 
perpetuity."

Hart joined City in 2006 
from Shrewsbury for a fee 
of just £600,000 ($778,000) 
after catching the eye of 
then-goalkeeping coach 
Tim Flowers.

The goalkeeper, who 
won the first of his 75 Eng-
land caps in 2008, was a 
pivotal member of the City 
sides that won Premier 
League titles in 2012 and 
2014.

central contact given to 
players for a period of one 
year.

Hafeez has played 50 
Tests, 200 One-day Inter-
national and 83 Twenty20 
International matches for 
Pakistan during his career 
which started in 2003.

"Hafeez felt upset over 
the decision, and now he 
is disillusioned due to dis-
criminatory treatment and, 
as a result, cannot continue 

to keep on playing. Moham-
mad Hafeez will not sign 
the central contract," local 
media quoted the sources 
as saying.

During a five-match se-
ries against Zimbabwe last 
month, Hafeez refused to 
play the fifth match of the 
series after he was included 
in the team for the first four 
matches of the series.

According to sources, 
Hafeez has expressed strong 

reservations over the new 
contract which demoted 
him to the second tier cat-
egory.

On Monday, the PCB 
had announced new central 
contracts for the upcoming 
year July 2018- June 2019 
by including a total of 33 
players across five catego-
ries of the central contract. 
National team captain Sar-
fraz Ahmed, Shoaib Ma-
lik, Mohammad Amir, Yasir 
Shah and Babar Azam were 
included in Category A.

Ahmed Shehzad, who 
was provisionally suspend-
ed for testing positive for a 
banned substance, failed to 
get a central contract.

The PCB also announced 
25 to 30 per cent increase in 
the monthly payment for 
each of its categories and 
also raised its players' match 
fees by 20 percent across all 
categories.

Mohammad Hafeez

World Badminton Champi-
onship conquest on August 
5, reports EFE news agency.

Marin beat India's P.V. 
Sindhu (21-19, 21-10) in 
the final round, a player 
who was also her opponent 
in the final of the Rio 2016 
Olympic Games.

The Spanish athlete 
also noted that the key to 
winning her third world 
championship was to re-
cover mentally having been 
out of action in the last year 
and a half.

"I still don't believe it, 
I am going to take two or 
three days to recover and 
get back on my feet and 
assimilate everything I've 

done," Marin said at Ma-
drid airport.

"Having won in China 
(...) for me has been very 
important," she added.

Marin also urged to 
support the sport for both 
women and men, so that 
Spain can win more titles: 
"Yes it is true that we girls 
are the ones winning more 
lately, but in the end we 
always have the support 
of the boys and we always 
have to go together," she 
stressed.

The badminton star 
also said that before setting 
her next goal she will take a 
few days off to absorb her 
latest championship win.

Carolina Marin

Courtois, who spent 
three seasons at Atletico 
from 2011 to 2014, has re-

peatedly stated his desire to 
move closer to his two chil-
dren in the Spanish capital.


