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Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju arriving at Dimapur airport on Aug. 5 to take stock of the disasters state is facing due 
to incessant rainfall.
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Dimapur, Aug. 5: The trail 
of destruction left by mon-
soon rains in Nagaland has 
claimed at least ten lives; 
several families have been 
evacuated and displaced 
while many homes have 
been damaged. 

Officials informed that 
103 locations in Nagaland 
have been affected. It was 
informed that roads having 
been blocked by landslides 
have made it even more dif-
ficult for the government to 
reach the affected villagers. 
According to officials, the 
state would require at least 
INR 100 cr. to repair the 
damaged roads.  

In the wake of the dev-
astation destruction across 
the state, the Union minister 
of State for Home, Kiren 
Rijiju arrived in Dimapur 
on August 5 ‘to survey and 
assess the alarming situ-
ation.’ The chief minister 
of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio, 
besides other government 
officials, received him at the 
Dimapur airport.

During a brief meet-
ing, a representative from 
the Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(NSDMA), Johnny Ruang-
mei, gave a visual presenta-
tion showing the extent of 
damage in the state due to 
the monsoon rains. Also, a 
file containing photographs 
of the destruction in several 
parts of Nagaland was pre-
sented to the minister. 

Rio expressed gratitude 
to Rijiju for the quick re-
sponse stating: “You are the 
right person. See the dam-
ages yourself and report it 
to the centre. This response 
has come immediately and 
we are very grateful.”

After a brief meeting, 
Rijiju, Rio, and NSDMA of-
ficials took a helicopter to 
Kohima to inspect Kohima, 
Meriema, Meluri, Kiphire, 

and Doyang dam, among 
others. However, they re-
turned without inspections 
as inclement weather did 
not allow landing. They 
were able to aerially survey 
only some affected areas, it 
was informed. 

Afterwards, a press 
conference was held at the 
Niathu Resort during which 
media persons were in-
formed about assurances 
said to have been given by 
the Union minister. The 
secretary of the NSDMA, 
Rovilatuo Mor, stated that 
Rijiju had assured all possi-
ble help to the state from the 
Union Home and Defence 
ministries. He mentioned 
that Rijiju had promised to 
offer helicopters; besides 
other requirements and that 
the Indian Air Force would 

be kept on standby to reach 
out to the remote areas. 

Reportedly he has as-
sured that an inter-ministe-
rial team would be consti-
tuted and sent to Nagaland 
within a week's time to pre-
pare ‘correct projection of 
financial requirements.’ 
Rijiju said that once the 
inter-ministerial team sub-
mits their report to the Cen-
tre, the central government 
would immediately release 
the funds.

Meanwhile, Ruangmei 
informed that Kiphire has 
been affected the most with 
access cut off completely. 
He mentioned that three 
attempts to drop supplies 
from the air were unsuc-
cessful due to bad weather. 
He mentioned that a diver-
sion road that was arranged 

was ‘pliable only by Shak-
timan,’ which is a sturdy 
military truck. However, he 
said that the departments of 
PWD, Roads & Bridges, and 
contractors including even 
officers, were being urged 
to give their best. He has as-
sured that they are working 
hard to ease the situation. 

He assured to raise the 
issue in the next finance 
commission for considera-
tion. Also, the minister ob-
served that hilly areas were 
more vulnerable to natu-
ral calamities than do the 
plains. 

Rijiju also expressed ap-
preciation to the state’s gov-
ernment for pressing into 
service all available state 
machineries to combat the 
devastation.

Neiphiu Rio has ex-

pressed thankfulness to 
the Union minister for as-
suring that Delhi had ‘not 
forgotten’ Nagaland. He has 
requested additional funds 
to start restoration works 
immediately. Rio also in-
formed about the decision 
of the People’s Democratic 
Alliance’s elected members 
to contribute one month 
salary; and requested party 
workers and individuals to 
donate as well to the aid of 
the people.

Meanwhile in Kohima, 
Chief Secretary Temjen Toy 
briefed the media, accord-
ing to a DIPR report. He 
was reported to have said 
that though Rijiju want-
ed to come to Kohima “to 
make an aerial view of the 
damages across the state,” 
bad weather conditions 

Rijiju, Nagaland CM fail to undertake aerial survey
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Dimapur, Aug. 5 (IANS): The minister of 
State for Home Kiren Rijiju on Sunday 
could not undertake an aerial survey to 
assess the flood and landslides-hit areas 
in Nagaland where 10 people have been 
killed and many more affected by a series 
of climactic emergencies.

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and cen-
tral and state government officials board-
ed a Mi17 Indian Air Force helicopter 
from Dimapur airport to assess damage 
in Kiphire district, bordering with Myan-
mar and Kohima town, Nagaland’s state 
capital.

They were also to inspect the Doyang 
hydro-electric project in Wokha devel-
oped by North Eastern Electric Power 
Corp Ltd to see the rise of water level 
which has been affecting downstream 
including Assam's Golaghat district.

However, a few minutes after taking 
off, the entourage returned to Dimapur 
airport as it could not land in Kohima due 
to bad weather conditions.

"The aerial survey was called off as 
the helicopter could not land in Kohima 
due to bad weather but the chief minister 
along with the Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority has briefed the 
Union minister of the disaster," Chief 
Secretary Temjen Toy told IANS.

Toy said that the Union minister 
was shown visual and photographic 
presentations of the massive devastation 
across Nagaland caused by rainfall; and 
situational reports of the most severely 
hit districts.

Promising Chief Minister Rio all pos-
sible help from the Home and Defence 

ministries, Rijiju said that an internal 
ministerial team would be sent to Naga-
land within a week to prepare a correct 
projection of the financial requirements.

"Very soon we will send the team 
to Nagaland and once they submit the 
report, relief would be released immedi-
ately," Rijiju said.

Expressing urgency that basic com-
modities must reach the far-flung areas, 
Rijiju said that the Indian Air Force shall 
be kept on standby to assist the state. He 
was visibly surprised to learn about the 
magnitude of devastation in Kohima.

"This is one of the worst natural disas-
ters Nagaland has witnessed. Ten people 
have died and lakhs have been affected. 
My government is making all efforts to 
reach out to every affected family," Rio 
told IANS over phone.

He said to have written to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi seeking immediate 
help in tackling the crisis.

"We have briefed Rijiju and showed 
him photographs of the landslides and 
affected people. We are hopeful that the 
central government will extend all its help 
to the state," the chief minister said.

Rio has also requested the minister of 
state to grant ex-gratia to the families of 
the ten who died. He said that the ruling 
People's Democratic Alliance members 
have decided to contribute a month's 
salary and that all party workers shall be 
making donations to manage immediate 
requirements.

The chief minister also sought volun-
tary contributions from all government 
servants.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 5: On Sunday 
morning, posters showing 
the photograph of Nagaland 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) 
secretary for organisation, 
Ananta Narayan Mishra, and 
allegations against him were 
found pasted on the walls near 
the Kohima War Cemetery area 
in Kohima town.

The poster had four specific 
accusations that were levelled 
against the party’s leader: “1. 
Murder of BJP Nagaland; 2. Mor-
ally corrupted; 3. We don’t need 
dictatorial vendetta go back; 
4. Don’t use divisive and par-
tisan policy in BJP Nagaland.” 
Also, caricatures of provoca-
tively dressed women were pho-
toshopped alongside Mishra’s 
image. 

Becasue the incident came 
about not long after a major 
restructuring of the party’s or-
ganisation in the state had taken 
place, it was suspected to be the 
handiwork of disgruntled party 
members.

When contacted, the BJP’s 
Vice President Peter Rutsa said 

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Taxi 
Association (Anta) has 
warned local as well as 
regional drivers not to 
take advantage of ‘the 
prevailing road condi-
tions and shortages’ 
faced by the citizens.

A press release from 
the association on Sun-
day stated that it shall 
‘execute all means of 
penalties’ on drivers 
charging fares higher 
than what has been 
prescribed. It has also 
directed the drivers to in-
sist on “valid documents 
of non-Local passen-
gers such as ILP passes 
and local proof docu-
ments etc., in view of the 
present NRC turmoil.”

Caracas, Aug. 5 (IANS): Venezue-
lan President Nicolas Maduro sur-
vived what he called an "attempt 
against his life" involving explo-
sive drones, blaming Colombia's 
outgoing President Juan Manuel 
Santos and far-right elements for 
the foiled assassination bid.

Maduro was evacuated from a 
stage on Saturday evening during 
a speech at an event to commem-
orate the 81st anniversary of the 
Bolivarian National Guard here 
after what authorities concluded 
was a "failed" and attempted 
"terrorist attack against the Presi-
dent", reports CNN. 

While he was in the middle of 
a pledge to lead the country to-
ward an economic recovery, two 
drones loaded with explosives 

went off near the podium from 
where the President was speak-
ing, Communications Minister 
Jorge Rodriguez confirmed to 
the media. Photos of the incident 
showed bodyguards jumping in 
front of Maduro with shields and 
one uniformed officer clutching 
a bleeding wound on his head. 
Videos also showed First Lady 
Cilia Flores appearing frightened.

Later in an address to the 
nation on state TV on Saturday 
night, Maduro said: "To all of our 
friends in the world, I am fine, I 
am alive...

He initially thought the explo-
sions were fireworks which were 
part of the parade.

Maduro said the investigation 
into the incident started imme-

diately and that some of those 
involved in the attack had been 
captured and charged, although 
he did not specify the charges 
against them.

"The preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that many of those 
responsible for the attack, the fin-
anciers and planners, live in the 
US in the state of Florida," Ma-
duro said. "I hope the (President 
Donald) Trump administration 
is willing to fight terrorist groups 
that commit attacks in peaceful 
countries in our continent, in this 
case Venezuela."

On blaming Colombia for 
the attack, Maduro said: "All the 
investigations point to Bogota... 
They have tried to kill me today." 

The Venezuelan government 

has long blamed Colombia for 
plotting overthrows.  In response, 
the Colombian government said 
there was "no basis" to Maduro's 
allegations.

"This is baseless. The Presi-
dent (Santos) is engaged in the 
baptism of his granddaughter, 
Celeste, and not overthrowing 
foreign governments," a source 
from the Colombian President's 
office told the media in Bogota.

Meanwhile, an unknown 
group, "Soldados de Franela" 
emerged on Twitter, claiming re-
sponsibility for the attack, which 
it termed as "Operation Phoenix", 
according to Efe news. The group 
claimed to be a group of military 
and civilian patriots "loyal to the 
people of Venezuela".

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): The 
Lotha Hoho has expressed sur-
prised at receiving a list of ‘hin-
drances’ to road works, listed 
by the NHIDCL and the Indian 
Technocrats Ltd., such as PHE 
pipes, retaining wall, house, 
market, pineapple garden, ag-
riculture land, boundary wall, 
sufari garden, plantation.’

A press release from the or-
ganisation on Sunday stated the 
list containing 29 different ‘hin-
drances.’ It was stated to have 
been submitted by the NHIDCL 
and M/S Indian Technocrats 
Ltd., to the deputy commis-
sioner of Wokha on July 18. 

“Any development work is 
done within human habita-
tions and all these so called hin-
drances are actually usual items 
that are encountered in even a 
small stretch of maintenance 
work; and as such even a non 
technical reader will find these 
so called hindrances as laugh-
able,” it stated. 

According to the statement, 
the ‘entire Lotha community’ 
was bent on seeing the road 
project be implemented as per 
specifications “as this road is the 
lifeline of the district.”

“It may be recalled that the 
no objection certificates by 
concerned land owner village 
authorities have already been 
submitted in September 2016. 
Hence the NHIDCL and the 
contractor will do well if instead 
of playing the game of hide and 
seek by submitting list of lame 
excuses to the district adminis-
tration, start the work and call 
the Lotha organisations to work 
site, wherever and whenever any 
difficulty is encountered,” the 
statement read. 

It stated that the NHIDCL 
and contractor have obtained 
written claims from owners of 

“so called hindrances” these 
must have been done with “co-
ercion and to serve their vested 
interest of extracting maximum 
profit with minimum work.”

“The Lotha organisations 
know fully (sic) well that there is 
no provision for damage com-
pensation, and the Lotha or-
ganisations are there to settle 
the issue without compensa-
tion. But the NHIDCL and the 
contractor are playing the game 
of ‘hide and seek’ so that pay-
ment may be given without 
actually implementing the work. 
The NHIDCL and the contractor 
have time and again clarified 
that there is no sub contract and 
no power of attorney given to 
any one and that the contractor 
C/S Infraconstruction Ltd is the 
sole contractor. The LH is not 
against any subletting; but that 
the specifications have to be fol-
lowed, whoever the contractor.”

According to the organisa-
tion, it was convinced that the 
ongoing road work was going 
to be another failure “as the 
NHIDCL seems to be hopelessly 
incompetent.” 

The statement declared: “For 
the last one year, since the 21st 
November 2017, when the LH 
visited the office of the NHIDCL, 
at Sivasagar, the NHIDCL and 
the contractor, M/S CS Infra-
construction Ltd have executed 
numerous MOUs and have giv-
en assurances time and again; 
but they do not honour their 
commitments. So the Lotha 
organizations would advise the 
NHIDCL and the Contractor, 
C/S Infraconstructuion Ltd to 
pack up, leave the road project 
and go away so that the project 
work can be awarded to a more 
competent contractor through 
a more efficient agency, by re-
tendering.”

prevented their helicopter 
from landing in spite of two 
attempts. 

“Almost four thousand 
families have been evac-
uated due to damage to 
habitations. Almost 400 
villages have been affected 
by the landslides, which 
bring to the fore the kind of 
works and relief measures 
involved that need to be 
taken,” the DIPR reported 
the chief secretary as hav-
ing said.  

"Not only were the rains 
and damages unprecedent-
ed but even the response of 
the various agencies have 
been unprecedented. Vari-
ous departments’ adminis-
tration and agencies have 
been working admirably 
well round the clock." 

As far as connectivity is 
concerned, the chief secre-
tary said, the worst affected 
is Kiphire district. The eight 
km patch that was washed 
away has been restored to 

some extent and essential 
commodities are being sup-
plied, it was informed. Also, 
he informed that some of 
the affected people did not 
even have enough food to 
last for a day in Kiphire. 

‘We have made success-
ful droppings of rations (sic) 
at Tening but Kiphire, Tobu 
and others were unsuccess-
ful because of bad weather. 
We hope that in the next 
few days the situation will 
improve.’

that the act was a direct attack on 
not only the party’s leader but on 
the organisation too. He informed 
that the party has filed an FIR with 
the Kohima police on the direction 
of the party’s president, Temjen 
Imna Along.

Rutsa said that the party was 
taken aback at the messages the 
posters carried. Political protests 
within a party or between different 
parties are not new to Nagaland, 
he said. But, he said, it was striking 
that the posters bore no identity of 
those behind the attack, nor had 
anyone owned up to it. He in-
formed that the posters seemed 
to have been printed from a com-
mercial printing press. The matter 
has been conveyed to the police, it 
was informed. 

The state unit’s president 
Along, the minister for Higher and 
Technical Education, could not be 
contacted. It was learnt that he was 
out of station.

However, other party leaders 
Eastern Mirror contacted remarked 
that it could be the handiwork of ri-
val party(ies). Nonetheless, they did 
not rule out that it could be the ac-
tion of disgruntled party members. 
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Judicial officers from Nagaland seen here with Justice Madan B Lokur, judge at the Supreme Court of 
India, during the 4th regional consultations in Guwahati on Aug. 4.

Members of the Northern Angami Students’ Union pose for photographs during the sanitation drive at 
Kohima town.

The 14 Catholic Sisters who took evangelical vows, at the Cathedral Church on Sunday Aug. 5, in Kohima.

Officials and participants during the training programme in Wokha.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
N a g a l a n d  j u d i c i a l 
officers has attended 
t h e   f o u r t h  r o u n d 
regional consultation 
on North Eastern states 
and Sikkim on Effective 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f 
Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) 
Act 2015 with focus on 
status of Integrated Child 
Protection Services at 
Assam Administrative 
College in Guwahati on 
Aug. 4.

A press release received 
here on Sunday from the 
legal authority informed 
that the consultation was 
organized by Supreme 
Court Juvenile Justice 
Committee and Gauhati 
High Cour t  Juveni le 
Justice Committee in 
collaboration with State 
Child Protection Society 
(SCPS) Assam, Social 
Welfare Department, 

Government of Assam 
and supported by UNICEF.

Delivering inaugural 
address, Justice Deepak 
Gupta, judge of Supreme 
Court of India pointed 
out that juvenile justice 
should focus on not only 
the juvenile in conflict 
with law but more focus 

should be on the social 
aspect for the benefit of the 
children. He said that the 
system should be in place 
to provide what is due to 
the children and it is the 
duty of the stakeholders 
as duty holders to provide 
their due. He asserted 
that institutionalization 

of children should be the 
last resort and first option 
has to be provided by the 
family / community. 

L a m e n t i n g  t h a t 
trafficking of children in 
Northeast is a concern, the 
judge said that interaction 
with the children in the 
child care centres are an 

important factor. 
He further highlighted 

that  sensit izat ion is 
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t 
aspect for successful 
implementation of child 
welfare programs and that 
in every welfare scheme or 
program for children of 0-6 
yrs, the mother also has to 
be taken into account.

Delivering the closing 
remarks,  the Just ice 
Madan B Lokur, judge of 
Supreme Court of India 
stressed that there should 
be state action plan for 
2019. He said that for 
prevention of  cr ime 
against children there 
should be vulnerability 
mapping where crime can 
be prevented. 

He also said that for 
improving quality of life 
of children is guaranteed 
under article 21, that 
e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  b e 
treated with dignity. 

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
Mu l t i p l e  l a n d s l i d e s 
a n d  s i n k i n g  o f  l a n d 
following incessant rain 
along an approximate 
30 ki lometre of  road 
between Tizu bridge and 
Ghokhuvi under Satoi 
area in Zunheboto district 
have cut off number of 
villages from the district 
headquarters.

Satoi range students’ 
union (SRSU) president, 
Ni k a t o  T  Aye m i  a n d 
the general secretary, 
Homugha Achumi stated 
that around 11 villages 
under Satoi area have 
been severely affected 
because of the landslides.

S R S U  s t a t e d  t h a t 
more than five to six 
landslides, with atleast 
two major landslides, 
have occurred between 
Ghokhuvi and Tizu bridge 

as well as between Sukhai 
village and Tizu bridge. 
The particular road is 
considered as a life line 
for 11 vil lages under 
Satoi area and with the 
occurrence of landslides 
the people in the area are 
in dire strait as there is no 
alternate route to reach 
Zunheboto, Dimapur and 
Kohima. 

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e 
unprecedented natural 
c a l a m i t y,  S R S U  h a s 
a p p e a l e d  t h e  s t a t e 
gover nment  and the 
concerned department 
to immediately look into 
the matter and redress the 
problem.

SRSU stated that apart 
from the landslides, the 
electricity consumers in 
Satoi area are not only 
face hardship due to 
frequent power black-

out but compelled to face 
the brunt of “untrained 
employee” at Satoi town 
headquarter. 

Stating that citizens of 
the area have been facing 
power cuts for the past 
days and months, SRSU 
appealed the department 
t o  d e p l oy  a  t r a i n e d 
employee to oversee the 
situation in Satoi town 
headquarters. 

SRSU cautioned that 
the department would be 
held responsible in the 
event of any unwanted 
situation if it fails to look 
into the issue.

In this connection, 
S R S U  a p p e a l e d  t h e 
concerned authority to 
undertake necessar y 
action in order to restore 
t h e  r o a d  a n d  p ow e r 
c o n n e c t i v i t y  a t  t h e 
earliest.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
Akumdong Humanity 
F u n d  ( A H F )  h a s 
committed to support the 
poor and needy persons 
suffering from debilitating 
diseases which require 
higher expenditure. 

The decision to this 
effect was taken during 
its executive meeting held 
on August 4 in Dimapur. 
Akumdong Humanity 
Fund (AHF), a non profit 
organisation, was started 
in May 2017.

The members reviewed 
the progress of one year old 
heart patient Chubamenla, 
w h o s e  t r e a t m e n t  i s 
currently supported by 
AHF. The members also 
acknowledged the support 
extended by Eden Medical 
Centre, Dimapur, since its 
inception.

A H F  e x e c u t i v e 
members included Rupin 
Sharma as patron cum 
advisor; Dr. Yan Murry, 
CEO of Pinnacle Skills 
as chairman; Azungla 
Imsong, administrator of 
Incessant Welfare Society 
as vice chairperson; Dr. I 
Sentimoa, DMC veterinary 
doctor as finance secretary; 
Hongba Phom, founder of 
Finger Prints as secretary 
(Admn). Other executive 
members included NK 
Krocha, centre head of The 
People Channel; PK Jain, 
proprietor of PK Travels; 
and Chandu Agarwal, 
businessman and social 
worker.

AHF has decided to 
support persons below 
20 years of  age from 
poor/ underprivileged 
background/ meager 
i n c o m e  f a m i l y  e t c 

suffering from debilitating 
diseases which require 
expenditures on a higher 
side. It has also resolved to 
help transport dead body 
with a meagre amount 
INR 20,000. It has further 
committed to extend 
relief to patients of natural 
disasters or accidents.

Akumdong Humanity 
Fund was formed in 
memory of Akumdong, 
w h o  f o u g h t  b r a i n 
tumour. Noticing and 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e 
notable effort by the 
Good Samaritans and 
philanthropists for their 
generously contributions 
t o w a r d  s u p p o r t i n g 
A k u m d o n g ’s  f a m i l y 
to meet the medical 
expenses, a need was 
perceived for constituting 
a  permanent corpus 
for such eventualities. 
The corpus would be 
available for assistance 
of individuals in dire 
need, who cannot himself 
overcome the problems, 
the organisation statement 
said. 

In the past one year 
AHF has helped three 
children with brain tumour 
and heart defects. 

T h e  f u n d  i s 
transparently maintained 
in  a  dedicated bank 
account. Funds into the 
corpus could be deposited 
by anyone either in cash 
or by cheque/draft or 
through online/electronic 
transfers in the following 
bank account: Akumdong 
Humanity Fund with 
Account No: 36974836235 
at State Bank of India, 
Bazaar branch, Dimapur, 
IFSC Code: SBIN0003598.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN):  The Northern 
Angami Students’ Union (NASU) during 
the sanitation drive carried out in Kohima 
town observed that the “dirtiest and 
unhygienic places” are the taxi and bus 
stands. In this regard, the union has 
requested the concerned unions to take 
necessary measures to solve the menace 
and also the public to play an active role 
in keeping the town clean.

Stating this in a press release received 

here on Sunday, the union informed 
that the sanitation drive was conducted 
with a vision ‘clean Kohima.’ Around 250 
volunteers under NASU unit participated 
in the drive.

Meanwhile, the union thanked the 
Kohima Municipal Council, Tourism 
Kohima, PHED Urban Division, CMO 
Kohima, ADC Kohima, Angami Students’ 
Union, and all the units for their support 
and participation in the cleanliness drive.

Kohima, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
Na g a l a n d  Wre s t l i n g 
Association (NWA) has 
strongly denounced the 
dastardly act of Zasituo 
Tsükrü of Dihoma village, 
who reportedly raped a 
mother of two children in 
Kohima on Aug. 2. 

“Whereas the society 
gives due respect  to 
w r e s t l e r s  a n d  t h e y 
themselves maintain 
high moral standard as 
a wrestler, this shameful 
act has brought shame 
to our society in general 
and wrestling fraternity in 
particular,” NWA general 
secretary, Vekhozo, and 
the president Neivikuolie 

Khatsü said in a joint press 
release. 

NWA has expressed 
resentment over  the 
heinous crime committed 
by one of its member, 
who was expected to be 
the guardian of fairer sex. 
While condemning the 
‘devilish and abominable 
act ,’  the association 
has  appealed to  the 
concerned authority to 
take appropriate action 
as per the law of the 
land and award befitting 
p u n i s h m e n t  t o  t h e 
culprit. 

The Gorkha public 
p a n c h a y a t  K o h i m a 
( G P P K )  a n d  G o r k h a 

Mahila Samity Kohima 
(GMSK) have condemned 
the rape of a mother of 
two children on August 
2. While condemning the 
heinous crime, presidents 
of GPPK and GMSK have 
appreciated the villagers 
for the timely intervention 
in apprehending the 
accused and handing over 
to the police.

 The two organisations 
have appealed the law 
enforcing agencies to take 
up the case seriously to 
deter recurrence of such 
incidents. Meanwhile, 
the organisations have 
sympathised with the 
victim.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
The religious profession of 
the ‘daughters of the Mary 
Help of Christians’ was 
held at Cathedral Church 
in Kohima on Sunday 
Aug. 5. Bishop of Kohima 
Diocese Most Rev. James 
Thoppil, presided over the 
Holy Eucharist celebration 
as the main celebrant. 
Priests from different 
parishes and centres of 
the diocese concelebrated 
with him. 

A  p r e s s  r e l e a s e 
received  here on Sunday 
from the diocese informed 
that during the occasion 
of the first profession, 
Novices  Basumatray 
S u m u t i ,  C h o n g l i o 
Caroline, Indwar Mirula, 
Kajiri Bibiana Tshuvivi, 
Kera Angela Vilakuonuo, 
KujurKripa, MarakKairina, 
Mar ia  Mhalo,  Pamei 
J a s m i n e ,  T a l i e 
Catherine Kikrusenuo, 
ToppoPriyanka, Toppo 
Emilia, wangpan Grace 
Nonja, and Yulhung Celina 
Chothe,  pronounced 
the three evangelical 
vows namely Poverty, 
chastity and obedience 
as a promise of religious 

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): Six-day training 
programme on beekeeping was held 
at Mass Educational Welfare Society 
Hall in Wokha from July 30 to Aug. 4. 
The programme was conducted by 
the National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD) and 
implemented in association with Mass 
Educational Welfare Society of Wokha, 
ppdates received from the organised on 
Saturday informed. 

The programme was inaugurated by 
Lipok Ozukum, branch manager of the 
Central Bank of India (CBI).

He also informed the participants 

about the role of bank in the social 
economic development of rural people. 

A total of 35 candidates from different 
villages in and around Wokha attended 
the training programme.  The training 
included both the theoretical and practical 
training for including apiary visitation. 
During the valedictory programme, 
Dr. Morothung Ezung, VAS Veterinanry 
Hospital of Wokha encouraged the 
trainee to be dedicated and sincere while 
executing any enterprises. 

He also spoke about the medicinal 
values and importance of honey in day-
to-day life.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
T h e  N i u l a n d  A r e a 
Students’ Union held 
i t s  3 rd  i n t e r- s c h o o l 
literary competition cum 
felicitation programme 

on 4th August 2018 at St. 
Joseph School Niuland.

ADC Niuland Athrila S 
exhorted the students to 
pursue “real” knowledge 
and achieve greater goals 

in life and not just study 
for the sake of completing 
or getting degree in life, 
a press release from the 
union updated.

S D E O  N i u l a n d 
Bendanglila also spoke 
on the occasion and 
handed over Academic 
Excellence Award viz. 
To l h o p u  E x c e l l e n c e 
Award to Kheholi Zhimo; 
Hezuli Excellence Award 
to Atokali Awomi; and 
Hokishe Excellence Award 
to Vini Zhimo.

Invocation prayer was 
offered by Tokivi Yeptho, 
pastor of Niuland Town 
Sümi Baptist Church, 
welcome address was 
delivered by Rev.  Fr. 
M a t t h e w  Jo h n ,  a n d 
presidential note was 
delivered by Yepeto Aye.

Special numbers were 
presented by Reginald 
Hughes Shaw Memorial 
School and Seth Shohe.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) team 
has visited St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama for 
autonomous status on  
Aug. 5. 

The team was led by 
Prof. AP  Pandey, vice 
chancellor of Manipur 
University as chairperson; 
Prof.  Ashok Sharma, 
S c h o o l  o f  C h e m i c a l 
Sciences; Devi Ahilya 
Vishwavidyalaya and Dr. 
Swami Kamalasthananda, 

principal of Ramakhrishna 
Mission Vivekananda as 
members; and  Kuholi 
Chishi, director of Higher 
Education represented 
as state nominee, Prof. 
SK Chaturvedi, dept. of 
Botany and dean of RDC, 
NU as university nominee; 
and PN Gupta, section 
officer of UGC, New Delhi 
as coordinating officer, a 
press release received here 
on Sunday informed.

R e v .  F r .  D r . 
Ousepparampil welcomed 

the officials. Short note 
from Prof. AP Pandey and 
Kuholi Chishi, welcomed 
the guests on behalf of the 
state Government. 

Principal of the college 
and various departments 
presented the reports. 
Sports faculty, Alumni 
association, teaching 
f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s , 
coordinator of IQAC Rev. 
Fr. George Anthony, and 
library in-charge, Fr. Dr. 
Joy Thomas SVD also gave 
presentations.

commitment and to the 
church.

Bishop in his homily 
said that ‘life is short and 
we are called to live that 
life commendably.’ 

He said God calls 
everyone for the specific 
purpose and each one 
responds to that his will. 
“What we are is the God’s 
gift to us and what we 
become is our gift to God,” 
he stated.

Saying that life is a 
constant response to the 
call of God, be it religious 

or laities, the bishop 
maintained that everyone 
is called to live a life to 
holiness.

 To answer to the call, 
he said one need to have 
virtue and that virtue 
needed to be strengthened 
by the knowledge and that 
knowledge is needed to 
have endurance, over all 
we need to have faith and 
Love. 

Bishop exhorted the 
new Sisters to live life 
passionately and serve the 
lord without reservation. 

Further, 
he them ‘for their 

courage to be a counter 
witness to the world that 
glorifies and glamorizes 
unbridled materialism and 
excessive consumerism 
through their religious 
vows of poverty, obedience 
and chastity.’ Bishop also 
congratulated the parents 
f o r  s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e i r 
children for the service of 
the lord. 

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t 
part of the ceremony 
was the profession of 

the Evangelical vows, 
presentation of the book 
of constitution of the 
congregation and putting 
on of the chain with cross, 
the press releases stated. 

Special prayers were 
offered during the Holy 
Eucharistic celebration 
for the newly professed 
sisters.

The newly professed 
expressed the heartfelt 
s e n t i m e n t s  t o  t h e 
congregation with a 
melodious number titled 
“I Fix my Gaze on You”. 

Athrila S exhorting students during the inter-school literary competi-
tion, at Niuland in Dimapur.
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Resource persons and health attendants pose for the lens during the continuing medical education at the School of Nursing at the district 
hospital, in Dimapur on Aug. 5.

EM Images

Members of a local sanitation initiative called the Team Clean Dimapur clear waste left by Dimapur shopkeepers, at night, in Dimapur.

A view of the newly inaugurated store, for farming tools, in Kohima.

BJP legislators to donate month 
salary to people affected by monsoon

For a clean city: Team Clean Dimapur turns into monitors 

Relief consignments to Kiphire 
in vain due to bad weather

‘Techno friendly’ farming 
tools store opens in Kohima

3STATE

Community members of Kuda village in Dimapur pose with tobacco products they seized from various 
shops in the village.

For public health

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): The state 
Bharatiya Janata Party Unit (BJP) 
legislators have announced to con-
tributing one month salary in aid 
of the affected people due the un-
fortunate natural disaster in the 
state. This is in conformity with the 
BJP leader and Dy. Chief Minister Y 
Patton and party president Temjen 
Imna Along who is stationed at 
Delhi now, the press release issued 
to media on Sunday stated.

The state BJP has expressed its 
deep concern over the continuous 
heavy rains causing immense hard-
ships all over the state causing dif-
ficulties and inconveniences to the 
people, lives lost, families displaced, 
properties damaged and infrastruc-
ture and communication facilities 
which includes both private and 
public sector.

While sharing concern with all 
the citizens of the state, the party 

appealed to all to remain calm and 
extend its cooperation to various 
machineries that are tireless battling 
the hard situation, carrying out relief 
and rehabilitation operations in the 
affected areas.

Meanwhile, appreciating the 
Minister of State (MoS)  for Home 
Kiren Rijiju representing the Central 
team for assuring all supports from 
the Centre and who  also undertook 
Aerial survey of the damaged areas 
by floods and landslides in Kohima, 
Meluri, Kiphire, and Doyang Dam 
on Aug. 5, accompanied by the Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio, the state BJP 
appealed to the Central government 
to urgently intervene with more 
assistance since the state has inad-
equate resources and machineries 
to meet the needs.

The party also appreciated the 
Central team consisting of 35 rescu-
ers from NDRF (National Disaster 

Response Force) who are already 
deployed in Nagaland to assist the 
state administration in the relief 
and rescue measures, distribution 
of essential material and providing 
medical support to the affected 
people and two Air force helicopters 
deployed in the state for the same 
purpose.

Letter for central intervention 
The state BJP has written a letter to 
the national BPJ president seeking 
Central intervention to render relief 
to the state.  

In a letter to national BJP pres-
ident, the state party president 
Temjen Imna Along stated that ‘in 
the recent past few days in Nagaland 
state, there has been a worst-hit 
natural calamity where landslides, 
mudslides and sinking of land con-
tinues to pose serious threat to the 
people of the state.’ There has been 

continuous heavy rainfall through-
out the state causing immense 
hardships all over the state causing 
difficulties and inconveniences to 
the people, with lives lost, families 
displaced, properties, infrastructure 
and communication facilities dam-
aged which includes both private 
and public sector. The letter read.

The state president apprised 
that despite the best effort of the 
state government machineries in-
dulging in combating the calamities, 
under the present situation and giv-
en the magnitude of the calamities, 
the state government is unable to 
address the issues due to its limited 
resources, inadequate machines 
equipments and expertise. 

Therefore, on humanitarian 
ground, the state president on be-
half of the state party unit requested 
the national party authority to do 
the needful at the Central level. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 5: Dimapur 
is a town of young peo-
ple who are enthusiastic 
and responsible to bring 
transformation in the city 
and as the largest city in 
Nagaland which is a home 
to diverse culture and also 
recognised as ‘mini India’, 
every Dimapur citizen has 
an important role to play 
in keeping the city clean. 
And with the same enthusi-
asm, a team who recognise 
themselves as Team Clean 
Dimapur (TCD) in the city 
are endeavouring at the 
same purpose. 

Seeing the city dull and 
dirty, TCD a vital compo-
nent of “A better Dimapur” 
project is a conglomeration 
of social media group who 
has decided to make the city 
clean. Recently they have 
taken the role of Dimapur 
night watch to ensure that 
citizens wake up to clean 
surroundings.  

Without any financial 
assistance, TCD have been 
keeping a strict vigil at night 
along the stretch of Nyamo 
Lotha Road on a regular 
basis to check on shop-
keepers and residents from 
throwing garbage and home 
wastes on the streets. 

“Rather than disposing 
the wastes at the proper 
designated places/dust-
bins installed by the TCD 

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): Landslides and 
collapse of retaining walls have been 
affecting the road connectivity across 
the state due to incessant rains for the 
last few days for which, all the agencies 
including various government depart-
ments have been pressed into service 
for relief and rehabilitation work. It is 
reported that two sorties with relief con-
signments were successful at Noksen 
and one at Tobu on Aug. 5. 

However, they could not land at 
Kiphire due to bad weather but the 

pilots and flight engineers have been 
taken care off at central police mess 
and their relief consignments are under 
the custody of 1NAP Quarter Guard in 
order to give another attempt to Kiphire 
tomorrow.

District administration and DDMA 
received 30 bags of rice, 100 kg Dal, re-
fined oil of 10 tin of 15 litres each, sugar 
100kg , milk 20 kg and tea leaf 20 kg from 
7 Assam Rifles for distribution to the 
poor and needy who have been affected 
by landslides.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): To make farm-
ing less laborious and more accessible to 
today’s techno friendly generation, a store 
dealing in agricultural/ farming tools and 
accessories was opened in Kohima on Aug. 
4 at Secretarate Road, below SBI.

The store was inaugurated by V Kashio 
Sangtam, Minister for Soil & Water Conser-
vation / Geology & Mining / NSMDC and 
dedicated by Rev. lmti, pastor Sangtam 
Baptist Church, Kohima. 

The proprietor of the store, Likhampi 
Sangtam, an MBA graduate is a certified 
dealer for STIHL, a German manufacturer 
of chainsaws and other handheld power 
equipment’s including trimmers and blow-

ers. He, along with his working partner 
Sanket Singhvi, through the store also deals 
with farming and gardening tools manufac-
tured by Green Mall, Concorde and Falcon 
companies. The store also provides after 
sales services. Wholesale service (in bulk) 
can also be availed from the store, a press 
release received here on Sunday informed.

 Mention may also be made that the 
salespersons of the store are all local 
youths, with an aim to help unemployed 
youths to carve a niche for themselves in 
the long run. 

For further details one may contact 
7005684628 or log in to farmcraftenter-
prises@gmail.com.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 5: The In-
dian Association of Physi-
otherapists Women’s Cell 
(IAPWC), Nagaland branch 
led by Dr. Tiatula Long-
kumer (MPT) Neurolo-
gy, state head of IAPWC 
organised a Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) 
on ergonomic problems, 
its treatments and preven-
tions at the School of Nurs-
ing of the District Hospital 
in Dimapur. 

Ergonomic is “relat-
ing to or designed for ef-
ficiency and comfort in the 
working environment.” 

Resource persons for 
the programme, Dr. T As-
angla Ao (MPT) and Dr. 
Wangshila Jamir (MPT) 
spoke on how one must 

adjust to the workplace ac-
cording to the individual.  

The resource person 
also spoke about the im-
portance of ergonomics in 
nursing workstations, and 
how to prevent muscu-
loskeletal injuries at work-
ing place, proper tech-
niques to lift and transfer 
patients and prevention 
aspect of it.

“There is always a mis-
match between the work 
capacity and physical ca-
pacity of the worker which 
will cause the individual to 
experience excessive strain 
and stress,” Dr. Wangshila 
said, adding that  many 
work related muscular and 
skeletal disorders will be 
faced by the individual if 
not treated on time.

The IAP women cell 
(IAPWC) was formed with 
the aim of connecting fe-
male physiotherapists all 
over India, and to empower 
the female physiothera-
pists. IAPWC created a 
job portal at IAP website 
for job seekers and also 
IAPWC will provide legal 
support to all the female 
physiotherapists all over 
India, it was informed.

The prevention and 
treatments were made 
known by Dr. T Asangla 
Ao to the attendees at the 
seminar. She elaborated on 
how one’s posture for both 
sitting and standing and 
also lifting of objects by 
patients can really hinder 
ones health. 

The main focus were 

the nurses of District Hos-
pital, Dimapur popularly 
also knows as Civil Hospi-
tal.  The two doctors gave 
a lesson on the exercises, 
stretches and positioning 
of the body for the patients.  

Dr. Ao specified that 
the goal was to provide 
a few tactics to help im-
prove the environment of 
one’s workplace while Dr. 
T Asangla explained about 
various techniques that not 
only a patient can do but 
also the nurses. 

“Stretching is a vital 
part of a healthy fitness 
regimen. Pre-shift stretch-
ing and warm-up exercises 
reduce the risk of mus-
culoskeletal injuries by 
reducing fatigue, improv-
ing muscular balance and 

and funded by Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC), 
shopkeepers and those re-
siding in that areas dump 
the wastes without any con-
cern”, said a member of TCD 
Ardo Pfukha.

“ An order was pub-
lished in the local newspa-
pers that if anybody found 
littering around Nyamo 
Lotha Road will be imposed 
a fine of INR 500 and INR 
1000 respectively, for the 
first and second offence. 
And for the third offence, 
an amount of INR 5000 
will be imposed and their 
trade licence will remain 
cancelled.

Team Clean Dimapur 
also went about distributing 
the order from shop to shop 
across the stretch issued by 
DMC,” he told to Eastern 
Mirror. 

TC D  b e l i e v e s  t h a t 
change in the mindset is 
important for a change in 
the society as a whole. It 
aims to sensitise and incul-
cate the sense of belong-
ingness and responsibility 
among each individual for 
a better, greener and cleaner 
Dimapur.

Also the team believes 
that change in a city like 
Dimapur with people from 
diverse backgrounds can-

not be brought overnight 
and was a gradual process 
but it is not impossible ei-
ther. If each single business 
establishment can maintain 
cleanliness outside its own 
shop, then Dimapur can 
see a total face-lift in a short 
span of time, shared Pfukha 
on behalf of the enthusiastic 
team.  

It was on July 9 that TCD 
took the duty of night watch 
and the vigil starts at around 
6:30 pm and they keep a 
watch till 10 pm or more. 
‘Basically, it’s to keep an eye 
and catch the habitual of-
fenders and warn them of 
stern actions if found violat-

ing in future,’ Pfukha said.
Of the few surveys 

done so far TCD observed 
that most trashes, wastes 
and garbage are contrib-
uted from the shops shared 
Pfukha of his experiences 
during the period of the 
vigil. 

Another TCD member 
Zack T Ezung giving further 
details of the team’s experi-
ences said the shopkeepers 
have no sense of belonging-
ness and their day of trans-
action ends by dumping 
their garbage outside their 
shops even if a dustbin was 
lying in front of them.   Their 
logic of “we are paying tax 

to the govt. to clean up the 
mess” was also a concern 
that needs to get rid of, la-
mented Ezung. 

The team took up this 
challenge to keep a vigil 
and instil in them a sense 
of belongingness. Most of 
the shops are closed by 6 
pm and it was difficult for 
us to accuse which shops 
are contributing to wastes 
in the city. 

However we continued 
the routine consecutively 
till those shopkeepers re-
alises their responsibility 
and their contribution for a 
clean city, Ezung asserted. 

“For them (shopkeep-

ers) Dimapur is a place to 
earn and do business with-
out a sense of belonging-
ness. But it is our collective 
responsibility to make them 
realise and cultivate a habit 
of making use of the dust-
bins available”.   

T h e  s h o p k e e p e r s 
around New Market are 
cooperating and coming 
forward in their drive in 
throwing the wastes respon-
sibly , said Ezung while the 
team are optimistic that 
the shopkeepers-who are 
the major contributor of 
wastes defying even penalty 
orders will be responsible 
with their contribution for 

a clean Dimapur.
The team have installed 

around 80-90 dustbins at 
Deluxe point-NL road-
Dhobinalla-City Tower in 
Dimapur and two waste 
trailer’s in station at NST  
colony and New Market.  

However, the team has 
their fair share of disap-
pointment as they experi-
ence unruly individuals 
who destroy the dustbins 
installed and they had re-
paired around 11 dustbins.    

Even on a rainy night, 
the team can been seen 
keeping vigil, taking the 
role of cleaner without any 
hesitation and doing their 
part in clearing the wastes 
making sure that the waste 
are in their designated dust-
bins and waste trailer.  

With humble begin-
nings of distributing port-
able dustbins around the 
commercial centre, the 
team’s Clean Dimapur 
campaign has captured the 
imagination of a younger 
demographic and has many 
cheering them on. From 
conducting cleanliness 
and plantation drives and 
fixing upgraded dustbins 
along public places, the city 
has definitely been given a 
facelift. 

This spirited team has 
become a vital component 
of the ‘Better Dimapur’ ban-
ner of the DMC.

posture, and improving 
muscle coordination,” she 
elaborated. 

The expert also encour-
aged the nurses that proper 
lifting techniques should 
be a key training objective 
in the education program. 

“With all this we can 
work efficiently and work 
productively and in turn 
prevent work injuries” she 
said. 

It was also informed 
that one way to redesign 
unsafe and unhealthy jobs 
was to restructure a job at a 
new skill level or new level 
of mechanization. 

“This may involve job 
simplification (reduction 
of complexity of the job) or 
job enlargement (broader 
use of skills or a greater 
variety of tasks); the aid of 
an ergonomist or an indus-
trial engineer often will be 
necessary,” Dr. Wangshila 
Jamir maintained.

 State head also empha-
sised that all physiothera-
pists can Practise inde-
pendently in any hospital 
setups provided that the 
Physiotherapists are regis-
tered under Indian Asso-
ciation of Physiotherapists. 

The IAP, Women’s Cell is 
informed to be concentrat-
ing on ergonomic issues, 
directing greater efforts 
in developing ergonomic 
guidelines and standards.

The seminar was at-
tended by nursing stu-
dents, tutors, physiother-
apists and the general 
public. Through this CME, 
the IAPWC aims to pro-
mote proper ergonomics 
and awareness of physi-
otherapy. 

Nurses learn ergonomics at patient care seminar
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Manipur deputy CM appeals for 
normalcy in Manipur University

Zeliangrong students allege threat by NSCN (IM)

AASU warns political parties not to politicise NRC
BJP, TMC, AIUDF doing politics on NRC — Maulana Syed A Dehlavi

Sonowal requests Sangma for smooth 
movement of people through Meghalaya

Gold biscuits seized in Mnipur

Student’s bodies express concern at continued closure of MU

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
Manipur’s High Power 
Ministerial Team led by 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar Singh 
appealed to the university 
community to restore the 
normal academic atmos-
phere in Manipur Univer-
sity in the interest of the 
students’ community.

The appeal was made 
by Deputy CM Joyku-
mar while addressing a 
press conference at his 
office chamber in Imphal 
on Sunday. Minister for 
Consumer Affairs, Food 
& Public Distribution Ka-

ram Shyam, Minister for 
Water Resource Devel-
opment Letpao Haokip, 
Minister for Public Health 
Engineering Department, 
Losii Dikho and Minister 
for Education Th Rad-
heshyam Singh attended 
the press conference.

The academic activi-
ties at the university have 
been severely affected 
since May 30 after Ma-
nipur University Students 
Union (MUSU) launched 
indefinite shutdown de-
manding removal of Vice 
Chancellor Prof AP Pan-
dey over 15 allegations of 
financial and administra-

tive irregularities, includ-
ing regular “unofficial” 
tours and violation of the 
university act. Manipur 
University Teachers Asso-
ciation and Manipur Uni-
versity Staffs Association 
supported the agitation.

Stating that bringing 
normalcy in the university 
is important to facilitate 
the Fact Finding Com-
mittee to discharge their 
duties in a free and fair 
manner as solving the 
problem of the Manipur 
University at the earliest is 
the priority of the Govern-
ment as it holds the future 
of thousands of students, 

he appealed to allow the 
fact finding committee to 
proceed with their activi-
ties. 

Assur ing that  the 
government is ready to 
take up further necessary 
steps, if the result of the 
committee is not satisfac-
tory, he also appealed to 
All Tribal Students Union 
Manipur to reconsider 
their stand in the larger 
interest of the people and 
particularly in interest of 
more than 15000 graduate 
students whose examina-
tion are yet to be declared 
in view of the ongoing 
impasse.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
An organisation has de-
nounced what it alleged 
was “unnecessary prob-
lems” reportedly created 
by the NSCN (IM).  

The All Zeliangrong 
Students’ Union (AZSU) 
issued a press release 
on Sunday condemning 
what it called ‘disturbanc-
es’ created by the NSCN/
GPRN (IM).  According 
to the AZSU, the armed 
cadres along with ‘deputy 
kilonser’ Thailik threat-
ened the students’ leaders 
and tried to disrupt the 
election process of Zeli-
angrong Students’ Union’s 
office bearers at the Cir-
cuit House in Tamenglong 
district.

The organisation stat-
ed that the ‘deputy kilon-
ser’ even strongly warned 
the students’ leaders that 
the armed cadres would 
intercept and conduct 
thorough checking. They 
were threatened stat-
ing that ‘consequences’ 
would be worse in case 
the election is held.

“Such intimidation, 
disturbances and interfer-
ence by the NSCN/GPRN 
(IM) which has been en-
gaging in peace negotia-
tion with the government 
of India but rather meddle 
into the affairs of the Zeli-

angrong students organi-
sation which is one of the 
oldest students’ body in 
the region by taking ad-
vantage of the peace talk 
is never expected of which 
deliberately act carried 
out may spoil the peaceful 
atmosphere. The NSCN/
GPRN (IM) armed cadres 
also instigated some con-
fused and irresponsible 
individuals to disrupt the 
peaceful holding of the 
said election,” the union 
stated. 

“Threatening the stu-
dents’ leaders and inter-
fering into the affairs of 
students is nothing but to 
obstruct the progress of 
education in Zeliangrong 
society and also an act to 
suppress the fundamen-
tal rights of the students 
added the statement,” the 
press release added. 

The Zeliagrong stu-
dents’ leaders stated that 
their maintain peace 
should not be consid-
ered as a sign of weak-
ness. They stated that 
they are just tolerating the 
situation just to maintain 
peace. 

The organisation has 
demanded that the au-
thorities intervene into 
the matter so that such 
disturbance from a group 
does not reoccur.

Shillong, Aug. 5 (IANS): The power-
ful All Assam Students Union (AASU) 
on Sunday warned political parties 
not to politicise and communalize 
the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC)which was published in Assam 
on July 31.

The North East Students Organi-
sation (NESO), an apex students’ 
body of all the indigenous com-
munities in the region, demanded 
to update the registry of citizens in 
other northeastern states to seg-
regate genuine and non-genuine 
citizens. “There is a propaganda 
going on by some political leaders of 
India that the NRC was anti-Bengali 
or anti-Muslim. The NRC update 
was anti-illegal Bangladeshis and 
not against any Indian,” AASU Chief 
Adviser Sammujal Bhattacharya told 
journalists. Warning political parties 
from “politicizing and communal-
izing” the NRC in Assam, the AASU 
leader said: “I want to tell such lead-
ers that India is for Indians and As-
sam and Northeast is also for Indians 
but not for illegal Bangladeshis.“The 

Trinamool Congress (TMC) must 
learn a lesson from the problem in 
the northeast and save West Ben-
gal from being swamped by illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants,” Bhatta-
charya said.

“Bangladeshis are also entering 
West Bengal. Concentrate more 
on securing your borders,” he said, 
referring to West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee. Banerjee and 
her Trinamool Congress have been 
extremely critical of the draft NRC 
in Assam that left out more than 40 
lakh people from the list and termed 
it as a BJP political strategy to drive 
out “real Indians” from the country.

But the powerful AASU leader 
maintained that the NRC was a doc-
ument to protect the identity of the 
indigenous people of the northeast.

Bhattacharya also hit out at polit-
ical parties for not raising the influx 
of illegal Bangladeshi immigrants 
in Parliament. “This is a grave situ-
ation and what’s happening in the 
northeast should be discussed in 
Parliament.”

Guwahati, Aug. 5 (PTI): An-
juman Minhaj-E Rasool, an 
Islamic organisation working 
for peace and communal 
harmony, today charged the 
BJP, Trinamool Congress and 
AIUDF of doing politics over 
the NRC issue.

“BJP and AIUDF are trying 
to do politics over the NRC 
issue. Mamata Banerjee and 
her party has own agenda. 
We do not support that and 
condemn them.  Assamese 
people have rejected them 
by remaining peaceful in this 
time,” Anjuman Minhaj-E Ra-
sool president, Maulana Syed 
Athar Dehlavi said here.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, he said the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) is being updated un-
der the direct supervision of 
the Supreme Court and the 

document is purely secular 
in nature. “NRC is linked to 
national security. It is related 
with citizen’s rights. Nobody 
should do politics with it.

If someone does it, then 
action should be taken,” Deh-
lavi said.

He alleged that BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah was trying 
to politicise the matter by 
commenting that those not 
finding their names in the 
complete draft of NRC are 
“ghusbaithiya” (infiltrators) 
and they will be deported 
from India.

“When the Supreme Court 
and NRC State Coordinator 
Prateek Hajela is saying that 
nobody can term the exclud-
ed people as infiltrators, then 
why did he say so? Now they 
are talking about doing NRC 
in every state. 

I suggest, they do it in 
Tripura first as the demogra-
phy of that state has distorted 
most,” Dehlavi said.

He said all the illegal for-
eigners living in India should 
be deported after proper veri-
fication process irrespective 
of their religious identities, 
while no genuine Indians 
should be left out of the final 
NRC. Dehlavi appealed to the 
NRC authority to correct the 
errors or mistakes detected 
in the complete draft of NRC 
while publishing the final 
document.

Altogether, 2,89,83,677 
persons were found to be eli-
gible for inclusion in the com-
plete draft of the NRC, which 
was published on July 30, out 
of a total 3,29,91,384 appli-
cants, thereby excluding the 
names of 40,07,707 people.

Guwahati, Aug. 5 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal has 
requested his Megha-
laya counterpart Conrad 
Sangma to take urgent 
measures for ensuring 
the “smooth movement” 
of people and vehicles of 
Assam passing through 
Meghalaya, an official re-
lease said.

The chief minister’s 
request to Conrad Sang-
ma yesterday came in the 
wake of reports of some 
groups setting up private 
check gates in Meghalaya 
to stop people moving to 
Meghalaya after the pub-
lication of the complete 
draft of NRC on July 30.

An official release from 
the Chief Minister’s Office 
yesterday night said that 
Sonowal sought Sangma’s 
“expeditious interven-
tion” during the telephon-
ic conversation and also 

Ultimatum 
A statement that is understood to be related to 
the issue was also received here on Sunday. The 
statement was issued by the Zeliangrong Students’ 
Union of Manipur (ZSUM); addressed to the Union 
Home minister and the chief minister of Manipur.   

The organisation stated: ‘The Zeliangrong civil 
organizations have submitted a joint memoran-
dum today and served an ultimatum giving 72 
hours dateline from 5th midnight of August, 2018 to 
the honourable Union Home minister of India and 
chief minister of Manipur to book the cadres and 
functionaries who were involved in the abduction/
picked up and subsequent captive of the youths 
and students leaders on 4th August, 2018 by the 
NSCN/GPRN (IM) at Tamenglong district.’ 

The statement alleged that the youths and stu-
dents leaders were abducted by the NSCN/GPRN 
(IM) under the directive  of one Sangailung Kamei, 
central administrative officer (CAO) Zeilad region, 
assisted by a Thailik alias Joel, ‘deputy kilonser’ and 
one Khangdi, “capt.”

The abducted youth and students’ leaders were 
allegedly held captive in a house of one Aduana 
Kamei then, also stated to be a functionary of the 
NSCN/GPRN (IM), at Tamenglong district. 

They were stated to have been released only 
when the state and central security forces “inter-
vened” into the matter and rescued the innocent 
youth and student leaders of which timely action 
is highly appreciated.  

The statement added: “In the event of failure 
to book those NSCN/GPRN (IM) cadres and func-
tionaries by the Govt. of India within the dateline 
mentioned above then the Zeliangrong civil socie-
ties shall be compelled to resort to various kinds of 
democratic agitations in collaboration with   other 
likeminded civil organizations in order to save the 
life and security of the citizens.” 

The statement was appended by the state sec-
retary of the ZSUM.

Sarbananda Sonowal
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Annual Percentage Rate
 4. Perceive sound
 8. Hebrew month
 12. Indian city
 13. Hebrew unit of volume
 14. Type genus of the Ranidae
 15. Crystalline solid used as a flux =  

sal ________
 17. A way to print
 18. Dominates
 19. Domesticated bovine animals
 21. A country in SE Asia
 23. Ragout of game in a rich sauce
 26. Behave affectedly in order to 

impress others
 29. Ridicule
 31. Government computer 

language
 32. Demeter
 33. One of the Bobbsey Twins
 34. Counts
 36. 10 10 10 10 10
 37. Attempts
 38. Large genus of erect or climbing 

prickly shrubs
 40. Chore
 42. Arrested
 46. Shag rugs
 48. Prophetic
 50. About aviation
 51. Pity
 52. Volcanic mountain in Japan
 53. Welsh underworld god
 54. Perceives 
 55. In vogue 

 DOWN
 1. Food thickener
 2. Apple, pear, quince
 3. Branches (Biology)
 4. A reddish brown dye used esp 

on hair
 5. Programs
 6. Sound of satisfaction

 7. Framework to hold things
 8. Sporting venues
 9. Determine time
 10. African National 

Congress
 11. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 16. Leer
 20. Egyptian goddess
 22. More dried-up

 24. Indicate pain or
       discomfort
 25. Hostelries
 26. Agreement or treaty
 27. A European river
 28. Hygienic
 30. Reverberate 
 32. Utter obscenities
 35. Spring or summer

 36. Forbidden
 39. Oliver ____, author
 41. Homers
 43. Nonsense (slang)
 44. Freedom from difficulty
 45. Rain____
 46. Cleaning cloth
 47. Coniferous tree
 49. Regret
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 5 (EMN): Eight gold biscuits worth 
around INR 39.53 lakhs were seized from two in-
dividuals in Manipur, customs officials said.

The seizure of the gold biscuits of ‘foreign 
origin’ was made by Anti-smuggling unit of the 
Customs Division Imphal, led by its Superintend-
ent based on specific information from two per-
sons from Waheng Leikai Jiribam Taxi parking in 
Imphal West around 7.30 am on Saturday, sources 
said. The arrested individuals have been identi-
fied as Amit Kumar Verma (40) son of Ramesh 
Kumar,Bhagalpur,Bihar and Rajat Soni (26) son of 
Mishri Lal Soni of Hooghly,West Bengal.

Assistant Commissioner RK Darendrajit Singh 
of Customs (Preventive) Division Imphal in a press 
release said that the detected gold biscuits were 
recovered from their body cavity (rectum)-four 
gold biscuits each.

“The gold biscuits were to be smuggled from 
Imphal to Silchar and further to Kolkata,” the of-
ficer said. “Seizure of the said gold biscuits was 
effected on August 4 and valued Rs 39,53,456 
(Thirty nine lakh fifty three thousand four hun-
dred fifty six).”

So far gold weighing around 200 kilograns 
worth more than INR 100 crores have been seized 
by the customs officials stationed in Manipur.

Dimapur, Aug. 5 (EMN): 
The Joint Tribal Bodies, 
Manipur expressed deep 
concern on the contin-
ued closure of Manipur 
University (MU) since 
May 30 even after the Vice 
Chancellor (VC) Pandey 
has been put on leave for 
one month to allow fair 
investigations into the 
allegations against him 
by the agitating Manipur 
University Students’ Un-
ion (MUSU) and Manipur 

University Teachers’ As-
sociation (MUTA).

In a press statement 
received here on Sunday, 
the student bodies stated 
that “if the demands of 
the agitating students and 
teachers have really been 
because of their allega-
tions against the VC then 
they should have allowed 
the university to reopen 
and function by now. But 
the fact that they continue 
to impose their indefinite 

bandh in the university 
speaks of a sinister design 
to damage the career of 
tens of thousands of stu-
dents of the state for some 
vested interest.”

“Playing politics at the 
cost of the careers of tens 
of thousands of students 
will bring no benefit to the 
society, but only harm. 
The university needs to 
be free of bad politics but 
be a place of learning, in-
clusiveness and progress” 

he added. The student 
bodies therefore appealed 
to the agitating students 
and teachers to immedi-
ately cease their agitation 
and allow the return of 
normalcy in the univer-
sity in the best interests 
of students, who do not 
need further damage to 
their careers which have 
been greatly jeopardised 
due to the prolonged agi-
tation and closure of the 
university.

informed him that the 
harassment caused to the 
people of Assam had been 
brought to the notice of 
the Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh.

Sangma, while taking 
cognizance of the seri-
ousness of the matter, as-
sured Sonowal of taking 
all necessary measures in 
this regard, the statement 

claimed.
On August 1, Khasi Stu-

dents’ Union (KSU) Presi-
dent L Marngar said that 
the KSU activists had set 
up infiltration check gates 
and sent back over 1,500 
people to Assam as they 
tried to flee to Meghalaya 
after their names did not 
feature in the complete 
NRC draft.

The KSU chief had 
expressed apprehension 
that many of those over 40 
lakh people, whose names 
were not included in the 
NRC draft, would try to 
infiltrate to Meghalaya 
that shares a 900-km-long 
border with Assam.

Altogether, 2,89,83,677 
persons were included 
in the complete draft of 
the NRC out of a total 
3,29,91,384 applicants, 
thereby excluding the 
names of 40,07,707 peo-
ple.
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Banks collect INR 5,000 cr. from customers 
in FY18 for breaching minimum balance

UIDAI rebuts scare-mongering against Aadhaar; 
says helpline number cannot steal data

Exide sees no ‘threat’ from 
Suzuki’s lithium-ion battery plans

Case against Airtel for power theft

Q1 results, global cues to 
affect markets’ moves 

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (PTI): As many 
as 21 public sector banks and 
three major private sector lend-
ers collected a whopping Rs 5,000 
crore from customers for non-
maintenance of minimum bal-
ance in their accounts in 2017-18, 
according to banking data.

India’s largest lender State Bank 
of India, which suffered a stagger-
ing net loss of Rs 6,547 crore during 
2017-18, led the pack in penalising 
its customers for not maintaining 

minimum account balance.
The government-owned SBI, 

which re-introduced the penalty 
on deposits going below monthly 
average balance basis from April 
2017, collected nearly half the 
amount raised by the 24 banks put 
together (Rs 4,989.55 crore).

But for the additional income 
of Rs 2,433.87 crore under this 
head, SBI’s losses would have 
soared further.

After SBI, the largest amount 

of charges for not maintaining 
minimum balance during 2017-18 
was collected by HDFC Bank. It 
charged its customers Rs 590.84 
crore, which is lower than Rs 619.39 
crore in 2016-17, the data revealed.

Axis Bank collected Rs 530.12 
crore in the last fiscal while ICICI 
Bank charged Rs 317.6 crore.

SBI was charging the penalty 
on failure to maintain monthly av-
erage balance requirement till 
2012 and again re-introduced it 

from April 1, 2017.
Following the criticism, SBI 

reduced charges with effect from 
October 1, 2017.

According to the RBI norms, 
banks are permitted to levy sevice/
miscellaneous charges.

Customers opening accounts 
under Basic Savings Bank Deposit 
(BSBD) scheme as well as Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna are not re-
quired to maintain any minimum 
balance.

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (PTI): 
The UIDAI today said vest-
ed interests used Google’s 
“inadvertent” act on its 
helpline number to cre-
ate fear about and tarnish 
the image of Aadhaar 
while emphasising that a 
number stored in contact 
list cannot steal data from 
a mobile phone. 

The Unique Identity 
Authority of India (UID-
AI) said rumour mongers 
attempted to tarnish the 
image of Aadhaar for an 
inadvertent mistake of In-

ternet major Google that 
led to appearance of its old 
helpline number 1800 300 
1947 in contact list of sev-
eral mobile phone users.

“UIDAI condemns the 
vested interests who tried 
to misuse Google’s “inad-
vertent” act as an opportu-
nity to spread rumours and 
go around fear-mongering 
against Aadhaar,” the au-
thority said in a statement.

Google on last Friday 
evening admitted that the 
number 18003001947 was 
added by it ‘inadvertently’ 

along with police and fire 
number 112 in 2014 and 
has since been continuing 
through sync mechanism. 

UIDAI said that it 
has earlier clarified and 
emphasised that it has 
not asked any agency 
whatsoever to include its 
helpline number in the 
mobile phones and also 
added that merely adding 
a phone number cannot 
steal data in the phone. 

“Just by a helpline 
number in a mobile’s con-
tact list the data stored on 

the mobile phone can-
not be stolen. Therefore, 
there should be no panic 
to delete the number as no 
harm will be caused. Rath-
er people may, if they so 
wish, update it with UID-
AI’s new helpline number 
1947,” the authority said.

Last week, a French 
security expert who goes 
under the pseudonym 
Elliot Alderson and de-
scribes himself as “worst 
nightmare” of the UIDAI 
had tweeted, “Hi @UIDAI, 
Many people, with dif-

ferent provider, with and 
without an #Aadhaar 
card, with and without the 
mAadhaar app installed, 
noticed that your phone 
number is predefined in 
their contact list by de-
fault and so without their 
knowledge. Can you ex-
plain why?” 

His tweet scared many 
mobile phone users on 
appearance of UIDAI old 
helpline number in their 
contact even though they 
did not add it.

Kolkata, Aug. 5 (PTI): Exide Industries Ltd, 
India’s largest automotive battery maker, 
sees no “major threat” from Japanese auto-
mobile giant Suzuki Motor Corp’s proposed 
lithium-ion battery plant in Gujarat.

The facility will make lithium-ion bat-
teries for hybrid car models in domestic 
and international markets, and will be set 
up jointly by Suzuki, Toshiba Corporation 
and Denso at a proposed investment of 
USD 180 million.

“We don’t foresee any major threat. 
The batteries are meant for engines, which 
is only a small part of the total battery re-
quirement of a vehicle. Lead acid batteries 
would continue to be used for others parts 
like doors and windows,” sources at Exide 
Industries told PTI.

Lithium-ion batteries are also costly 
compared to lead acid batteries, which 

will likely limit their use in a price-sensitive 
market like India, they said.

Exide Industries is a leading player in 
the OEM automotive battery segment, 
with about one-third of its revenue coming 
from OEM and institutional sales, while the 
rest from the retail sector. It has an annual 
capacity to produce about 42 million units 
of automotive and motorcycle batteries.

The Kolkata-based company is itself 
working on foraying into the lithium-ion 
battery market for electric vehicles and 
other larger applications in collaboration 
with a Swiss firm.

Exide Industries plans to initially source 
cells for the lithium-ion batteries, and at a 
later stage, look at manufacturing, which 
would require an investment of Rs 800 
crore, Managing Director and CEO Gautam 
Chatterjee had recently said.

Mumbai, Aug. 5 
(IANS): The ongo-
ing quarterly re-
sults season, along 
with global trade 
tensions and the 
direction of foreign fund flows, are expected 
to determine the trajectory of key Indian 
equity indices during the upcoming trade 
week.

Market analysts opined that crude oil 
prices and developments in the monsoon 
session of parliament will also affect the 
markets’ movement.

“It is expected that the market would 
continue to see volatile trade in the near 
to medium term amid weak global cues, 
especially the trade concerns,” SMC Invest-
ments & Advisors’ Chairman and Manag-
ing Director D.K. Aggarwal told IANS.

“Besides, the movement of rupee and 
crude oil prices, the next batch of quarterly 
earnings and developments in the mon-
soon session of parliament are the factors 
which will dictate the direction of the mar-
kets in the coming weeks.”

Accordingly, companies like Adani 
Ports, Britannia Industries, Mahindra and 
Mahindra, Punjab National Bank, TVS 
Motor Company, Cipla, Lupin, Bharat 
Forge, Cummins India and Jet Airways are 
expected to announce their Q1 earning 
results next week.

“The good monsoon forecast and better 
earnings would continue to further help 
the rural consumer-facing stocks, despite 
higher valuations,” Delta Global Partners 
Founder and Principal Partner Devendra 
Nevgi told IANS.

“The better quality mid-cap stocks 
would continue to attract flows given the 
narrowing of the mid-cap valuations pre-
miums over large caps as compared to the 
beginning of the year.”

Geojit Financial Services’ Head of Re-
search Vinod Nair said: “Gradual tightening 
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) with a 
focus on maintaining balance between 
inflation and growth is a welcome sign.”

“On the other hand, moderation in 

crude price in 
expectation 
of oversup-
ply and better 
quarter results 
is expected to 

extend the current positive momentum. 
Large caps and consumption-related sec-
tors which offer safety net for investors are 
likely to do well.”

According to Anindya Banerjee, Deputy 
Vice President for Currency and Interest 
Rates with Kotak Securities, the Indian ru-
pee is expected to be in a range of 68.25 to 
69 against a US dollar in the coming week.

The rupee had closed at 68.61 on Friday, 
strengthening by five paise from its previ-
ous week’s close of 68.66 per greenback.

In terms of investments, provisional 
figures from the stock exchanges showed 
that foreign institutional investors (FIIs) 
sold scrips worth Rs 403.51 crore in the 
past week.

Figures from the National Securities 
Depository (NSDL) suggested that foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) invested Rs 962.41 
crore, or $139.80 million, in the equities 
segment during the week ended August 3.

On technical charts, the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) Nifty50 remains in an up-
trend as it has closed at new life highs.

“The immediate resistance is at 11,407 
points, while downside supports are at 
11,235 points,” HDFC Securities’ Retail 
Research Head Deepak Jasani, told IANS.

Last week, both the key Indian eq-
uity indices -- S&P Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE) Sensex and the Nifty 50 -- rose on the 
back of broadly positive global cues, along 
with healthy macro-economic data and 
better-than-expected quarterly earnings.

However, weekly gains were limited as 
investor sentiments got eroded after the 
RBI hiked its key lending rates.

On a weekly basis, the BSE Sensex 
closed at 37,556.16 points, up 219.31 points 
or 0.59 per cent from the previous close. 

The wider Nifty50 on the NSE settled 
at 11,360.80 points, higher 82.45 points or 
0.73 per cent from its previous week’s close.

BlackBerry Key2: 
Dependable workhorse 
with a dash of nostalgia

‘Data protection bill deterrent for businesses who wilfully do wrong’

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (IANS): 
From being a business-
man’s assistant to a celeb-
rity’s accessory, BlackBerry 
phones -- initially manu-
factured by Canada-based 
Research In Motion (RIM) 
-- slipped into oblivion 
when big-screen Android 
smartphones and iPhones 
came on stage, eclipsing 
the all-QWERTY handsets. 

Optiemus Infracom 
Ltd -- the firm that now 
owns the rights to manu-
facture and sell BlackBerry-
branded smartphones in 
India -- attempted to break 
the jinx with BlackBerry 
“KeyOne” last year which 
did fairly well.

It has now launched 
the 6GB RAM + 64GB in-
ternal memory BlackBerry 
KEY2 in India for Rs 42,990 
-- essentially a successor 
to KEYOne and the only 
smartphone in the market 
that sports a physical QW-
ERTY keyboard.

Here is what we think 
about the efforts to resur-
rect a physical keyboard 
device in the big-screen 
era.

KEY2 has a premium 
soft leather-textured rear, 
to make sure the device 
does not slip off smooth 
surfaces and hands easily.

Above the humble 
BlackBerry logo is the 
12MP+12MP dual rear 
camera system with 2x op-
tical zoom, which makes it 
the first BlackBerry device 
to come with a dual pri-
mary camera set-up.

The dual camera set-
up can shoot up to 2X 
zoom and bokeh portrait 
shots.

We especially liked how 
the 8MP snapper churned 
out some good selfies. The 
bokeh effect was bang on 
but the colours looked a bit 
over-saturated on certain 
occasions.

Unlike its predecessor, 
the Key2 houses all the 
keys, including the volume 
rocker, BlackBerry conven-
ience key and the textured 
power button on the right 
side. All the keys had great 
tactile feedback.

The device is powered 
by a Qualcomm Snapdrag-
on 660 chipset which, hon-
estly, cannot be compared 
with the flagship smart-
phones out there that 
mostly have the powerful 
Snapdragon 845 processor.

The power manage-
ment is definitely where 

the Key2 scores.  The 
chunky 3,500mAh battery 
ensured we had enough 
power to last close to two 
days on a single charge.

Our usage included 
browsing videos, running 
social media apps and 
Twitter.

The battery also sup-
ports QuickCharge 3.0 
technology that let us fire 
up the Key2 from 0 to 50 
per cent in nearly half an 
hour.

The 4.5-inch LCD 
screen is exactly of the 
same size that we saw in 
the BlackBerry KeyOne in 
2017.

We did not have any 
problem in viewing the 
screen under direct sun-
light and it did the job for 
us. However, AMOLED 
fans are going to miss in 
this phone the punch and 
brightness they are used to.

Below the screen are 
three back-lit capacitive 
navigation keys.

A major USP of the 
Key2 is the QWERTY key-
board, which has been 
“inspired” by 2011’s Black-
Berry Bold 9900. The key-
board is a beautiful matte 
this time and larger in size, 
which would especially 
suit those with thick fin-
gers or eager mobile typ-
ists.

The smartphone ships 
with Android 8.1 Oreo Op-
erating System with its own 
little tweaks.

A nifty addition is the 
“privacy locker”, which is 
essentially a fingerprint-
protected app that lets us-
ers store sensitive files and 
even the apps that they 
want to keep away from 
prying eyes.

What does not work?
We were disappointed 

by the dynamic range of 
the primary dual camera. 
The images came out with-
out details and there was 
visible amount of noise.

Low-light photography 
results were not good ei-
ther. The camera churned 
out grainy photos in dim 
light.

Conclusion: The de-
vice stands out amid 
big-screen, glass-bodied 
smartphones but, clearly, 
this is not for everyone. 

Key2 belongs to the 
niche category and would 
definitely appeal to those 
looking for a physical key-
board with a dash of nos-
talgia.

Bengaluru, Aug. 5 (PTI): The pro-
posed data protection bill, making 
offences cognisable and non-bailable, 
is a deterrent for businesses who wil-
fully do wrong as giant corporations 
can otherwise get away with flagrant 
breaches ‘merely by throwing the fine 
monies,’ Justice B Srikrishna has said.

“Every modern statute has a crim-
inal liability clause.

That is a deterrent for those who 
will do wrong intentionally or grossly 
negligently.

Without such provision, merely 
imposing civil liabilities will make 
the law a toothless tiger as giant cor-
porations can and will get away with 
flagrant breaches merely by throwing 
the fine monies,” he told PTI.

Data privacy is a fundamental 
right emanating from Article 21, as 
held by the Supreme Court in the 
Puttaswamy case, and breach of fun-
damental right must be viewed very 
seriously, he added.

Some businesses are gripped with 
fear about making offenses cognisable 
and non-bailable under the bill by 

saying this will make it tougher for 
businesses.They have argued that it 
would force companies and execu-
tives to deal with criminal machinery, 
instead of focusing on business, he 
said.

The central government had con-
stituted the 10-member committee, 
headed by Justice Srikrishna, in July 
2017 to recommend a framework for 
securing personal data in the increas-
ingly digitised economy, as also to 
address privacy concerns and build 
safeguards against data breaches.

The committee had submitted its 
report to the government on July 27, 
suggesting steps for safeguarding per-
sonal information, defining obliga-
tions of data processors as also rights 
of individuals, and mooting penalties 
for violation.

On “right to be forgotten” provi-
sion, Srikrishna said it cannot be exer-
cised unilaterally without considering 
the consequences of one’s action on 
persons who may have bonefide and 
innocently entered into transactions 
for downstream processing of data, 

which would give rise to a series of 
legal liabilities.

The proposed legislation contains 
a provision for the ‘Right to be Forgot-
ten’, which is in line with European 
data privacy laws such as General 
Data Protection Regulation.

While the draft bill does not insist 
on personal data of residents of India 
to be stored only in India, it has made 
an enabling provision where the 
government can notify categories of 
personal data as critical data, which 
would be only stored in India.

The rule is always that the one 
who causes the ultimate liability must 
be held liable for his actions, he said.

“Again, there could be statutory 
restrictions on deletion of data as data 
may have to be maintained to meet 
legal obligations for a long time,” he 
said.

Asked why the recommendations 
on Aadhaar Act were kept outside the 
purview of the committee’s work, he 
said it would amount to contempt of 
court, since the case is pending before 
the apex court.

Srinagar, Aug. 5 (PTI): Po-
lice has registered a case 
against telecom giant Airtel 
for allegedly stealing elec-
tricity from rival BSNL in 
Kargil district of Jammu 
and Kashmir following a 
complaint by the the public 
sector company.

“On 3 August 2018, a 
written complaint was re-
ceived from BSNL authori-

ties at Kargil regarding tap-
ping and theft of electricity 
from the transformer used 
exclusively by BSNL for its 
mobile tower by Airtel tower 
at Chanigund in Kargil,” 
a police spokesman said 
today.

He said SSP Kargil T Gy-
alpo constituted a team 
headed by DySP Kargil Ish-
tyaq A Kacho and accompa-
nied by Executive Engineer 
PDD Kargil Mohammad 
Altaf.

“On visiting the spot, 
the team found that the 
Airtel tower was connected 
illegally to the BSNL trans-
former through a cable and 
Airtel was actually consum-
ing illegally the electric sup-
ply meant exclusively for 
the BSNL tower at Chani-

gund,” the spokesman said.
He said a case under 

Section 95 of the Electric-
ity Act was lodged at Kargil 
police station and investiga-
tion is under progress. 

Meanwhile, an Airtel 
spokesman said the tower 
in question does not belong 
to the telecom company 
but is operated by InfraTel, 
which is part of the Bharti 
group.

“The tower does not 
belong to Airtel and is oper-
ated by a tower company. 
We are surprised to see our 
name being dragged into 
this complaint without veri-
fying the facts. We will take 
this up with them (BSNL) 
and are also in touch with 
the authorities to clarify the 
same,” the spokesman said.

Market Outlook

Tech Review
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Fugitive Economic 
Offenders Act: 

Catching the Scooters   

T
he Fugitive Economic Offenders Act of 2018 
has received the assent of the president. The 
new legislation will prevent big economic of-
fenders like Vijay Mallya and Nirav Modi from 

fleeing the country and evading the law. 
Both Mallya and Modi, who are wanted in cases be-

ing probed by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 
are out of India. The new law allows designated special 
courts to declare persons fugitive economic offenders 
and to confiscate their property including ‘benami’ as-
sets. 

“All the rights and title in the confiscated property 
shall, from the date of the confiscation order, vest in the 
central government, free from all encumbrances,” the 
Act says. 

The Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill was passed by 
the Rajya Sabha on July 25. The Lok Sabha had cleared 
the statute on July 19. 

Justifying the financial limit of INR 100 crore to in-
voking the provisions of the new law, Finance Minister 
Piyush Goyal said in the Parliament that it was being 
done to “catch the big offenders and not to clog the 
courts”. 

“This bill is an effective, expeditious and constitu-
tional way to stop these offenders from running away. 
Legislative changes or a new law must be in place to 
confiscate assets of such absconders till they don’t 
present themselves in front of the courts. We will also 
work out what has to be done with the confiscated as-
sets,” Goyal had said in Rajya Sabha. 

The Enforcement Directorate will be the investiga-
tive agency under the Act, he had said then.

The president has also given assent to other laws: 
the Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Act of  2018, 
the State Banks (Repeal and Amendment) Act of 2018, 
and the Specific Relief (Amendment) Act of 2018. 

The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Act 
is aimed at allowing a court to try offences related to 
cheque bounce expeditiously and direct the ‘drawee’ to 
pay a minimum of 20 per cent of the cheque amount as 
interim compensation. 

The State Banks (Repeal and Amendment) Act is to 
repeal two other laws namely, the State Bank of India 
(Subsidiary Banks) Act of 1959 and the State Bank of 
Hyderabad Act of 1956, and to amend the State Bank of 
India Act of 1955 further. 

The Specific Relief (Amendment) Act of 2018 grants 
party the right to seek damages from the other side in 
case of a breach of a business contract and to reduce 
discretion of courts in such matters. Bills in this regard 
were approved by the Parliament recently.

Bhaswati Mukherjee  | IANS

Five Books to Look Forward To in August 2018
Saket Suman | IANS

W
ith the release of riveting novels such 
as “Latitudes of Longing” by Shubhangi 
Swarup and “All The Lives We Never 
Lived” by Anuradha Roy, the Indian 

bookshelf has thrown up quite a lot in recent months 
for fiction lovers to chew upon. But the coming 
month will bring cheer to readers of biographies and 
memoirs as a number of offerings from the genre are 
soon to hit the stands.

Not only are these books diverse in their themes 
and the subjects they explore, but each of these of-
ferings also stand out for the appeal that the subjects 
may have for most readers.

Here are the five books we can’t wait to read this 
August:

1. Searching for Home: Stories of Indians Living 
Abroad, by Simran Chawla (Hachette India)
The Indian migration story is not a new one; and to-
day, though the country is seen as a strong emerging 
market and a developing superpower, tens of thou-
sands of Indians still leave India each year to seek 
new lives on distant shores. This timely book is said 
to take the reader a step closer to the lives of non-
resident Indians (NRIs), and sets out to answer two 
basic questions: What are they looking for and what 
do they really find?

Billed as “a first-of-its-kind narrative,” the book 
tells the stories of people, who, though separated by 
thousands of kilometres, share experiences that con-
tinue to bind them to their homeland.
2. Anything But A Wasted Life, by Sita Kaylin 
(HarperCollins)
This book appears to be a bold and candid memoir. 
Sita Kaylin, a California-based veteran in the sex in-
dustry, has lived the pitfalls of being naked in front 
of strangers and the absurdities that arise when you 
fake intimacy for a living. She left home when she was 
16, worked hard at several jobs and eventually start-
ed college after dropping out of high school. There, 
a roommate turned her on to stripping, revealing a 
way out of the crushing financial pressures she felt 
and her struggles as a pre-law student with very little 
time or energy to study.

This is the story of the unorthodox life of a wom-
an may attract many prospective readers.

3. A God In Exile, by Raghu Rai (Roli Books)

Celebrated photojournalist Raghu Rai and Tibet’s 
iconic spiritual leader, the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, 
share a common fate. Both were destined to lose 

their homelands. While partition forced Rai to escape 
from what is now Pakistan’s Punjab province aged 
five, the spiritual leader was almost 24 when he fled 
his summer palace in Lhasa to reach freedom and 
asylum in India.

Billed as “a personal tribute to India’s most cher-
ished guest and political refugee”, the earliest images 
in the book are intimate glimpses into the private, 
everyday world of a dethroned god-king. As their 
proximity grew, the ease and affection with which 
they interacted matured into a special friendship and 
is said to be evident in the offering.

4. Divided by Partition - United by Resilience, 
by Mallika Ahluwalia (Rupa)

This book appears to be as much as a historical 
chronicle as a memoir of lives shattered during the 
mayhem of the 1947 Partition, following which lakhs 
of people lost their homes, livelihoods and lives. But 
many found the strength to look towards the future 
and focused on rebuilding their lives. This book cap-
tures stories of resilience and sheer grit of people like 
Manmohan Singh, L.K. Advani, Kuldip Nayar, Milkha 

Singh and Ram Jethmalani, among others, who were 
all caught in the vortex.

Through their first-hand accounts, they provide 
a visceral insight into the devastation of families who 
endured the migration, the camps, and the struggle 
of rebuilding their lives.

5. Notes of a Dream: The Authorised Biography of 
A.R. Rahman, by Krishna Trilok (Penguin)

High as the expectations may be from this author-
ised biography of A.R. Rahman, particularly because 
the musical maestro is known for not revealing too 
much about his life, this book will also attract close 
scrutiny as authorised biographies have long been 
known for ignoring aspects that the subject does not 
want to be featured in the book.

There may be few such aspects from Rahman’s 
life in the book, but keen readers will be looking for 
more than just the glitz and glamour that surrounds 
the subject’s life. Whether the book lives up to the 
expectations -- “with all the rhythm and melody, the 
ups and downs” -- or not, remains to be seen.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in)

The giver is the greatest recipient.

It was a dreary week. I had been feeling lethargic and 
listless, although I couldn’t figure out why.

Near the end of the week, I found out that an aunt 
had kidney failure. I knew I had to visit her—but to be 

honest, I felt like postponing the visit. Still, I made my way to 
her place, where we had dinner, chatted, and prayed togeth-
er. An hour later, I left her home feeling upbeat for the first 
time in days. Focusing on someone else rather than myself 
had somehow improved my mood.

Psychologists have found that the act of giving can pro-
duce satisfaction, which comes when the giver sees the re-
cipient’s gratitude. Some experts even believe that humans 
are wired to be generous!

Perhaps that’s why Paul, when encouraging the church 
in Thessalonica to build up their faith community, urged 
them to “help the weak” (1 Thessalonians 5:14). Earlier, he 
had also cited Jesus’s words, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 20:35). While this was said in the con-
text of giving financially, it applies as well to the giving of 
time and effort.

When we give, we get an insight into how God feels. We 
understand why He’s so delighted to give us His love, and 
we share in His joy and the satisfaction of blessing others. I 
think I’ll be visiting my aunt again soon.

Father, You have made me to give to others just as You 
have given to me. Teach me to give so that I can truly 

reflect Your character and be more like You today.

DAILY

PATH
The Joy  

of Giving

BIBLE READ:  1 THESSALONIANS 5:12–24   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be 
patient with everyone.           

~  1 Thessalonians 5:14

Washington’s Waiver: India Inches Closer to NSG Membership

A
gainst the background of intense 
speculation about US President 
Donald Trumps growing indif-
ference to Indias security needs 

and the landmark India-US Nuclear Co-
operation Agreement came the dramatic 
announcement of the “Tier 1 waiver” for 
India. This exception from the export 
control regime will allow the US to export 
sensitive technology to India without in-
dividual licences or approval from Con-
gress, where anti-India interest groups 
used to hold them up through filibusters.

The waiver is historic and marks a 
new stage in the India-US strategic part-
nership. No other country in the region 
has ever been granted such a waiver, 
normally allowed only for the US’s NATO 
partners or key allies like Japan and 
South Korea. Only 36 nations currently 
have this status. It also brings India one 
step closer to full NSG membership, a 
goal so tantalizingly close and yet denied 
because of Chinese intransigence and 
insistence on linking it with Pakistan’s 
membership.

Commonly referred to as Tier-1 of the 
US Department of Commerce’s Strategic 
Trade Authorisation licence exception, 
the waiver will not only ensure a much 
required high-tech upgrade for India’s 
lagging defence industry but will also 

promote the ‘Make in India’ initiative. It 
will bring US defence companies for the 
first time into India. The competition 
with other foreign companies already in 
India, including from France and Russia, 
will eventually translate into a win-win 
situation for the country.

US Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
described it as a “very important change” 
in India’s status, noting that “US com-
panies will be able to more efficiently 
export a much wider range of products 
to Indian high technology and military 
customers. India’s new status will ben-
efit US manufacturers while continuing 
to protect our national security”. Also, he 
added that “it finally reflects India’s sta-
tus as a major defence partner of the US”.

Ross said this new designation re-
flects India’s membership in three of the 
four multilateral export control regimes, 
as well the development of its national 
export control system. He asserted that 
US companies will be able to more ef-
ficiently export a much wider range of 
products to Indian high technology and 
military customers. He said India’s new 
status will benefit US manufacturers 
while continuing to protect its national 
security.

Speaking at a panel discussion of the 
first Indo-Pacific Business Forum organ-
ised by the US Chambers of Commerce, In-
dian Ambassador Navtej Sarna highlighted 

that the Trump administration’s decision 
acknowledges the security as well as eco-
nomic relationship between the world’s 
two largest democracies and boosts their 
defence partnership in a big way.

“It is a sign of trust not only in the 
relationship but also in India’s capabili-
ties as a valued economic and as security 
partner. It presupposes that India has 
the multilateral export control regime in 
place, which would allow the transfer of 
more sensitive defence technologies and 
dual-use technologies to India and with-
out the risk of any proliferation,” Sarna 
noted.

India is a member of three of the four 
international export control regimes 
including the Australia Group, the Was-
senaar Arrangement and the Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR). 
These developments, along with the civil 
nuclear cooperation agreement with US, 
have also strengthened India’s case for 
permanent membership of the UN Se-
curity Council. NSG membership is now 
vital for India since this group controls 
export and import of high-grade nu-
clear related technology. India has been 
repeatedly checkmated by the Chinese 
veto, cleverly disguised in the plea of 
equating India and Pakistan’s pending 
membership applications.

In September 2008, the NSG had 
approved an exemption allowing its 

members to conduct nuclear trade with 
India. Following this, India signed nu-
clear cooperation agreements with Rus-
sia, France, the United Kingdom, South 
Korea, Canada, Argentina, Kazakhstan, 
Mongolia, Namibia and Australia. India 
continues to participate in international 
nuclear trade. In arguing for NSG mem-
bership, India has portrayed itself as a re-
sponsible nuclear power, pointing to its 
positive record on non-proliferation and 
consistent support for complete nuclear 
disarmament. 

Ultimately, the Trump administra-
tion has given a timely and important 
signal that India remains a vital strategic 
partner in the region. Washington dem-
onstrated through the waiver for India 
(which remains outside the NPT regime) 
that the country is a vital ally in main-
taining international peace and security. 

This, in turn, expands India’s strate-
gic space, enabling it to leverage its en-
hanced relationship with the US in order 
to upgrade its relations with other part-
ners and bringing closer its future NSG 
membership. It puts India in a category 
of major global players and New Delhi as 
an indispensable destination for leaders 
across the globe.

(The author is a retired Indian 
ambassador. The article is through 

special arrangement with South Asia 
Monitor)

IANS
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Manash Firaq Bhattacharjee 
| thewire.in

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may be having 
a difficult time getting your opinions across to 
others, Aries. For some, your ideas may seem 
too self-centered. For others, you may come 

across as insensitive to the situation. Do your best to un-
derstand what others are telling you. Don’t be surprised 
if you don’t receive the loving strokes that you feel you 
deserve. This is a day for you to observe and learn.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The emotional 
swings that you could feel today might put a 
damper on your fantasy world, Taurus. Re-
member that it’s up to you to nurture these 

dreams. Try not to let the emotional tides of the day 
affect your long-range strategy for realizing your most 
treasured visions. Spend time by yourself if that makes 
you feel better. Don’t give up.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): People around 
you are apt to be touchy, Gemini, so be care-
ful how you interact with them. You’ll find 
that they can see beyond any sort of facade 

and easily detect dissention within the ranks. Be hon-
est about your opinion, regardless of how you think it 
will be received. This is your best approach to a certain 
situation, especially since the truth will surface no mat-
ter what.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): While other peo-
ple may be confused and distressed, you’re 
actually the one with all the answers, Cancer. 
Indeed, you’re best equipped to deal with 

the difficult situations that are likely to arise on a day 
like this. You have the ability to see through thick walls 
that others erect as barriers. Nothing will stop your pen-
etrating eyes from seeing someone else’s deceit.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Be passionate about 
the thing you love the most, Leo. Instead of 
trying to eat every single thing at the buffet 
table, just pick one or two items that you like 

the best and eat them with great enjoyment. Feel free 
to take some for later. Don’t let anyone talk you into a 
dish that doesn’t appeal to you. You’re the only one who 
knows what you truly hunger for.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may feel 
like a skipping record, Virgo. You’ve been 
scratched and mistreated, and now you con-
tinue to repeat the same thing over and over 

until you’ve driven your point home. This isn’t your 
doing, so don’t be concerned if you hear protests that 
you’re sending others over the edge. This may be the 
very thing necessary for all of you to advance to the 
next step.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): There could be 
some tough forces questioning your most 
cherished dreams, Libra. Be careful about 
confronting someone who wants to poke 

holes in your idealism. You could end up feeling like a 
punctured balloon that’s slowly deflating. Do whatever 
you can to avoid the aggression at work to bring you 
down. Don’t let others get to you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re in a 
unique position to understand all sides of 
the issues, Scorpio. While this is apt to give 
you a tremendous advantage over those who 

still have their heads stuck in the sand, this knowledge 
also gives you a greater responsibility to others. You 
intuitively know what’s best, and now you must find a 
way to bring others around and help them see it from 
your perspective.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may 
be feeling rather anxious, Sagittarius. Perhaps 
you have a big date coming up and your mind 
is buzzing with how to make the best impres-

sion. Remember that the harder you try, the further 
away you’ll push the object of your desire. The most 
important part of impressing another is having confi-
dence. Relax. Try not to get too caught up with yourself.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This could 
be one of those days in which you feel like 
you just can’t get anything right, Capri-
corn. In an effort to appease other people, 

you may think you have to make some adjustments 
that make you feel uneasy. This uncomfortable feeling 
could turn into nervousness, restlessness, and even-
tually anger. Don’t feel like you need to be the one to 
make any sacrifices at this time.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may feel a 
need to add some fantasy to your daily rou-
tine today, Aquarius. Do you have someone 
in mind you’d like Cupid’s arrow to strike? 

Well, don’t rely on a cherub to do your work for you. Get 
out and do some target practice of your own so you’ll 
be prepared when you see the object of your desire 
across a crowded room. Keep things light and cheerful.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your psychic 
sense is apt to be keen as you fill your mind 
with fanciful scenarios, Pisces. These pictures 
in your head aren’t as farfetched as you might 

think. Today would be a good day to listen to your in-
ner guidance - the aspect of yourself that’s keyed into 
hearing subtle important messages. Not everyone can 
pick up on them.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Who Wrote Gandhi’s Autobiography of Errors?
A voice wrote Gandhi’s autobiography. Others, like Mahadev 

Desai, translated it, and still others, like Tridip Suhrud, 
retranslated that voice, to prolong its debt to hearing.

R
eintroducing the English 
translation of Gandhi’s 
autobiography to read-
ers, Tridip Suhrud informs 

us in the new, critical edition of 
Gandhi’s An Autobiography or The 
Story of My Experiments with Truth 
(January 2018), published originally 
by Penguin (India) and later by Yale 
University Press (US), that the title 
of the English translation reverses 
Gandhi’s intention, and along with 
it, the precise nature of the book. 
Suhrud writes, “In the original Gu-
jarati, Gandhi introduced this dif-
ference through two forms, jivan 
vrutant (autobiography or the 
chronicle of life) and atmakatha 
(the story of a soul). What Gandhi 
wanted to write was an atmakatha 
and not a jivan vrutant. This dis-
tinction gets blurred in the English 
rendering, ‘autobiography’.”

Suhrud clarifies a further twist 
in translation, that “the title Satya 
Na Prayogo athva Atmakatha fore-
grounds the experiments with 
Truth. The order is reversed in the 
English translation, where ‘An Auto-
biography’ has primacy.” The mode 
of autobiographical writing with its 
roots in early Christianity that in-
fluenced its practitioners in India 
since the nineteenth century, took 
precedence in the book’s English ti-
tle over Gandhi’s foregrounding his 
narrative as a story-telling of truth. 
Is there any special significance that 
underlies this privileging?

The autobiography is traced 
back to Saint Augustine’s Confes-
sions. Commentators see it as a nar-
rative form where the immanent 
temporal form of the autobiogra-
phy is displaced by the scheme of 
allegory. But it is agreed that even 
when the autobiography took its 
modern, secularised form, the idea 
of the “self” always seemed to draw 
out, under autonomous garbs, cer-
tain religious and normative ideas, 
thus never really abandoning the 
allegorical influence. The autobi-
ography was always an anxious en-
terprise to describe a journey of the 
self to be recovered, examined, vin-
dicated, defended or simply guided 
in time through certain idealised 
visions. Gandhi, however, clarified 
about his project, that “it is not a 
real autobiography”. It is not about 
his life as such, but his “experiments 
with truth”, which as we shall see, is 
about documenting a life of errors.

The spirit that Gandhi borrows 
from his Christian/Western pred-
ecessors is that truth is very much 
the higher-order or master narra-
tive that orders the narrative of the 
self/soul. The English translation, 
by privileging the experimenting 
with truth over the story of the self/
soul, merely reverses the revers-
ible. In keeping with Gandhi’s own 
project of privileging truth over self, 
the translation of the title does not 
do any violence to Gandhi’s writ-
ing project. Yet, this privileging, in a 
way, does alter the central motive or 
purpose behind Gandhi writing his 
autobiography. What is it?

Gandhi’s main purpose of writ-
ing an autobiography, I would ar-
gue, beneath the declared inten-
tion of writing his experiments 
with truth, is in every respect, most 
fundamentally, a recording of (his) 
errors. Gandhi’s search for truth 
reveals at every step, his obsession 
about (not) committing errors.

Suhrud writes in his introduc-
tion:

“An experiment in Truth is an 
experiment in brahmacharya. An 
experiment with Truth cannot have 
any possibility of secrecy. As an ex-
periment, it was important and im-
perative, Gandhi felt, to record the 
unusual, uncontrolled occurrences. 
It was essential to speak of the dark-
ness within.”

For Gandhi, experimenting with 
truth opens up a necessary task of 
recording his errors. Errors are the 
“unusual, uncontrolled occurrenc-
es” that have to get faithfully, truth-
fully, without any temptation for 
“secrecy”, written on paper. The act 
of truth-seeking demands, there is 
no hiding place for errors. Gandhi’s 
autobiographical task is the confes-
sion of errors. Writing on his errors 
is the only possible (and demand-
ing) means to his experimenting 
with truth. It defines the discursive 
field of Gandhi’s autobiographical 
narrative.

The search for truth requires the 
constant (and minute) vigilance to-
wards errors.

In Gandhi’s own introduction to 
the original translation of the au-
tobiography, which he signed on 
November 26, 1925 from Sabarmati 
Ashram, he wrote:

“I hope to acquaint the reader 
fully with all my faults and errors. 
My purpose is to describe experi-
ments in the science of satyagraha, 
not to say how good I am. In judg-
ing myself I shall try to be as harsh 
as truth, as I want others also to be. 
Measuring myself by that stand-
ard.”

What is the harshness of truth? It 
can be nothing else but the most rig-
orous ordeal to harshly judge one’s 
errors. Truth-telling can thus also 
be read as error-telling, and the sci-
ence of satyagraha, the technique 
of revealing your errors to yourself 
and to the world. Gandhi’s purpose 
is obviously not to say good things 
about him, but risk the judgement 
of others in publicly recording his 
errors. Error-telling is not an attrac-
tive job. What is the “standard” for 
measuring truthfulness? It is meas-
ured by the ability to boldly record 
one’s errors.

To tell the truth is to tell one’s er-
rors.

Suhrud’s retranslation from Ma-
hadev Desai, of a crucial passage 
from the autobiography, takes us 
closer to my argument on Gandhi’s 
self-experimental project:

“I have always believed that we 
must reduce to a dust particle the el-
ephantine errors of others and view 
our own errors, small as a mustard 
seed, as large as mountains; only 
then do we get a relative estimation 
of others’ and our own errors.”

The ethical subject of truth, in 
Gandhi’s conception, will lower the 
degree of error if committed by an-
other, but enlarge the error if com-
mitted by the self. There is an un-
equal measure (and measuring) of 
error between the self and another, 
for there is a certain economy of 
intentionality involved. Those who 
are prone to enlarging small errors 
committed by others, are inclined 
to pass off their own, major errors as 
miniscule. It causes a double ethical 
imbalance, both within the self, and 
also between one self and another.

The Gandhian subject of ethics 
treats oneself more critically and 
rigorously than it treats others. What 
is the relation of truth to this une-
qual economy of error-finding, be-
tween self and another? The answer 
to this question will perhaps best il-
luminate what Gandhi understood 

as truth and truth-seeking. And the 
answer is an ethical one, where the 
other is always at a greater height 
than the self, such that his errors are 
less noticeable, less under scrutiny 
than one’s own. It is this imbalance 
between self-scrutiny and finding 
fault with others that allows Gan-
dhi’s ethical relationship with the 
world. There is no ethics without 
this primary imbalance, where the 
other is always less in question than 
you, your self/soul. You are more 
responsible than others is the first 
principle of ethics, whose roots are 
Judeo-Christian.

Gandhi adds an ontological 
twist to it: You will be held more 
responsible, you are more account-
able, for your errors than others. We 
are error-prone beings.

Apart from writing, as an act of 
confessing one’s errors in public, 
Gandhi also uses the technique of 
fasting as a mode of truth-telling, 
or its other component, self-purifi-
cation. Fasting, like writing, is a sov-
ereign act, where the subject wields 
full power over himself. In Gandhi, 
it is a declaration of the power of 
self-control. Suhrud explains the 
connection:

“If the Autobiography required 
him to dwell within himself, fasting 
was upvas, to dwell closer to Him, 
to be closer to Truth. Both the auto-
biographical act and the upvas were 
modes by which Gandhi dwelled 
closer to Truth.”

Dwelling, in this sense, appears 
to be an act. It is an act that presents 
oneself to the world. This act of 
presenting opens up the meaning 
of dwelling as a possibility of life. 
Dwelling, for Gandhi, is the materi-
al basis of experimenting with truth, 
where the body enforces concrete 
acts (of writing and fasting) upon 
itself. Suhrud expands the meaning 
of dwelling in Gandhi’s life, beyond 
the acts of writing and fasting, to 
the place where Gandhi performed 
these acts: the ashram.

Suhrud writes: “This in-dwelling 
had a physicality, not grossly in his 
body but within the Ashram and 
with the Ashram community.” The 
place of dwelling, embodied in the 
ashram, meant a larger body, that of 
the community. Suhrud lays out the 
further context of this in-dwelling: 
“This in-dwelling was not only with 
the language of experiences and 
memory, but for Gandhi it was also 
about the very form that he wished 
to give to his autobiography.” As a 
presence (and place) of the com-
munity, the ashram was a body of 
experience and memory. Gandhi 
inhabited the responsibility of this 
body where experience and mem-

The error became for me a beacon-light of warning.
~ M.K. Gandhi, An Autobiography

ory could be summoned to narrate 
its story. Gandhi’s act of dwelling 
in writing his autobiography took 
place within the larger body of the 
community. In this sense, Gandhi’s 
life and autobiography were both 
dedicated to this larger body. The 
ashram became the concrete em-
bodiment of all these debts and 
practices put together. No wonder, 
different intensities were at work 
in Gandhi’s daily life at the ashram, 
where he also wrote his autobiogra-
phy.

We come next to an interesting 
question: who is writing Gandhi’s 
error-prone autobiography of the 
self/soul? It was, we learn, a voice. 
Suhrud writes, “Gandhi’s notion of 
in-dwelling is the antaryami who 
spoke to him in a “small, still voice” 

and whose exhortations Gandhi 
submitted to.” There is a dramatic 
narration by Gandhi on how the 
voice came upon him:

“‘In the night when I retired I 
had no idea that something was 
coming up today. But after eleven 
I woke up, I watched the stars, re-
peated Ramanama but the same 
thought would persistently come 
to my mind: “If you have grown so 
restless, why don’t you undertake 
the fast? Do it?” The inner dialogue 
went on for quite some time. At half 
past twelve came the clear, unmis-
takable voice. “You must undertake 
the fast.” That was all.’”

This is a clear sign of a heterono-
mous force at work on Gandhi. The 
voice is the invisible but definitive 
author behind Gandhi’s decisions 
to act (upon himself). Listening to 
such a voice enables the Gandhian 
subject to negotiate its sovereignty 
with something other than itself. It 
breaks the monopoly of what, fol-
lowing Kant, is rather sacrosanct 
to liberal, Marxist and dominant 
strands of feminist thought: au-
tonomy. The idea of heteronomy is 
critiqued by these various schools, 
as an allegiance to a power outside 

the self, and seen as working to 
the detriment of the self’s (moral 
and political) agency and freedom. 
Autonomy is regarded as the le-
gitimate, ethical (and universally 
applicable) source or ground of a 
rational subject. The rational cult of 
autonomy treats the idea of heter-
onomy, the act of listening to (and 
acting upon) a force outside your-
self, as succumbing to unfree laws 
and temptations that compromise 
self-sovereignty.

In contrast, philosophers like 
Emanuel Levinas, challenge this 
idea of autonomy by insisting on 
the value of heteronomy, where 
the subject is posed (and willing) to 
lose her autonomy for an unnam-
able and invisible force that con-
fronts her attention. If rationality is 
supposed to singularly define the 
freedom of the subject and enable 
it to make choices, these choices 
are conditioned and limited not by 
the law of freedom but rational-
ity, which isn’t the same thing. The 
faculty of reason (and its claims 
over a moral and free subject) pri-
marily based on thinking, is found 
inadequate to address the deeper 
questions and connections that the 
self-seeks in its relationship with 
the other, a relation that predates 
and presupposes the demands of 
rational knowledge. Levinas invites 
us to imagine another origin (and 
horizon), where the self is defined 
only in relation to the other and 
the (moral) scope between them is 
more speculative and less categori-
cal.

If thinking is the ground on 
which the Kantian self-establishes 
its realm of knowledge and power, 
and defines its autonomy, Levinas 
opens up other affective (/sensu-
ous) conditions (of desire) like see-
ing and hearing as modes of open-
ing up to the other. Knowledge (of 
the other), with its history of slavery 
and colonialism, its orientalism, has 
served more as new, modern forms 
of prejudice than possibilities of lib-
eration. How does knowledge serve 
communities at war, subjugated 
people facing the colonial state and 
occupation, violence of caste and 
race, beleaguered refugees looking 
for a country? It is the rationalist 
(and by extension, nationalist) lan-
guage of the state that put this vio-
lence in place. People don’t enough 
listen to others and there is a lack 
of shelter and care. Political ideolo-
gies claiming superior knowledge of 
history have done their bit of mas-
sacres.

It is not a logical but ethical 
extension of Gandhi listening to 
his ‘small, still voice’, and opening 
his ears to the peasants of Kheda, 
to the Hindu victims of Noakhali 
riots and the Muslim victims of Bi-
har riots. It is surrender to a com-
mandment that can happen in any 
name, but occurs as an event that 
forces the self into a question, un-

answerable by reason: “I was not 
dreaming at the time when I heard 
the voice. The hearing of the voice 
was preceded by a terrific strug-
gle within me. Suddenly the voice 
came upon me. I listened, made 
certain that it was the voice, and 
the struggle ceased. I was calm.” 
The authorial voice from within 
appears from a source that comes 
from an intense state of “hearing”. 
It has no resemblance with the 
voice of reason, whose source is 
the singularity of the self. The voice 
appears as a double, where the self 
is the listener, and the voice, the 
commandment. The idea of divin-
ity, of prophecy and revelation, ex-
ists in the abiding mystery of such 
a voice.

Gandhi adds a preparatory note 
for this moment of hearing. He 
calls it “a conscious practice of self-
restraint and ever-increasing effort 
implicitly to obey the will of God 
speaking within and then known as 
the inner voice.” The voice can be 
heard only when the self is under 
restraint, when it doesn’t hear itself 
too much, and enables enough si-
lence for the other voice, the “small, 
still voice”, to speak.

The act of listening to a voice 
is not a rational act, for reason de-
mands justifications for an act, 
whereas hearing is its own justifi-
cation, its own desire. To listen re-
quires obedience to an authority, 
described by Gandhi as “the power 
which is beyond our ego”. The au-
thority/power of the voice does not 
reduce the subject’s ego to submis-
sion, for it is precisely the prior ef-
facement of the ego that makes 
hearing the voice possible. Listen-
ing to others is in no way differ-
ent from a commandment, where 
Gandhi’s seeking to “see God face 
to face” describes in exact terms 
Levinas’ ethical encounter. And the 
other commands you to listen, not 
by reason, but by her voice alone. 
But even in religious terms, Gandhi 
steers away from ascribing to god 
any specific religious sign. He sim-
ply calls god as another name for 
truth. The truth lies in the hearing, 
and not thinking. Gandhi assigns 
his own god, his own master/mak-
er, which in political and material 
terms, he finds in others.

Gandhi wrote his autobiography 
of errors, commanded by a voice 
that urged him to speak the truth. 
That voice wasn’t Gandhi’s in onto-
logical terms. It suggests a complex 
sphere of hearing the transcend-
ence within, where Gandhi grap-
pled with the idea of an author sub-
mitting to a force who wrote in his 
name. A voice wrote Gandhi’s au-
tobiography. Others, like Mahadev 
Desai, translated it, and still others, 
like Suhrud, retranslated that voice, 
to prolong its debt to hearing.

M a nash Firaq Bhattacharjee is a 
poet, writer and political science 

scholar. 

Mahatma Gandhi taking his last meal before the start of his fast, Rajkot, 1939. 
Credit: Wikimedia Commons
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Going back to paper ballots make no sense — former CECs

Leave no Indians 
out of NRC list — 
Bengal Left leaders

Changes in RTI Act’s privacy clause will allow 
corrupt babus to escape public scrutiny — IC

Nitish won’t resign, JD(U) ready 
for SC-monitored probe into 
shelter home rape case — Tyagi

                                       F o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  p u r p o s e                     P T I

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (IANS): The 
demand to bring back paper 
ballots in the next Lok Sabha 
elections in place of Electronic 
Voting Machines being pressed 
by major opposition parties 
has not found favour with two 
former Chief Election Com-
missioners, who, however, 
share their opposition to a 
proposal for simultaneous 
elections, saying it cannot be 
“coerced”.

The former CECs say that 
though both the issues are 
theoretically in the realm of 
possibility, but, in practical 
terms, they are neither feasible 
nor desirable.

They were reacting to a 
planned move by 17 parties, 
including the Congress and 
the Trinamool Congress, to 
approach the Election Com-
mission to press for restoring 
the paper ballot system in view 
of their apprehensions over the 
integrity of the EVMS and the 
possibility of their manipu-
lation and the failure of the 
VVPAT (Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail) slips in recent elec-
tions.

V.S. Sampath, who demit-
ted office in January 2015 after 
nearly three years at the helm 
of the Election Commission, 
said going back to paper bal-

lots “makes no sense”.
“Nobody will accept it,” 

Sampath told IANS.
He said with the introduc-

tion of VVPAT slips, which the 
Election Commission has said 
would be deployed throughout 
the country in all elections 
hereafter, there is already a pa-
per ballot system that is going 
to be in place.

“VVPAT is a credible sys-
tem by which the voter knows 
whom he has voted for and his 
ballot slip has gone into a box 
which can be retrieved at any 
time in case of a dispute for 
verfication. It does the job of 
paper balloting that leaves an 
audit trail,” he said.

To incorporate safeguards 
and to remove doubts in the 
minds of political parties, Sam-
path said the Commission 
could think of increasing the 
proportion of counting slips in 
consultation with parties. The 
quantity of sampling of slips 
can be increased.

Another former CEC, who 
declined to be named, said the 
EVMs have been subjected to 
criticism from the very begin-
ning on one ground or another.

“While people are talking 
of returning to the ballot pa-
pers, let’s revisit how and why 
we switched to the machines 

in the first place. There were 
many serious issues with the 
ballot papers. Firstly, it is not an 
environment-friendly method. 
So many ballot papers would 
need cutting of innumera-
ble trees. On the other hand, 
EVMs, once made, can be used 
over and over again.

“Secondly, there was the is-
sue of a large number of invalid 
votes. If a voter failed to put the 
stamp correctly, if the stamp 
touched the margins, the vote 
would be deemed invalid. This 
invariably resulted in disputes 
at the time of counting. Also, 
the counting of votes took a 
very long time, he said.

The former EC boss said 
there were also cases of booth 
capturing and ballot papers 
being forged. This led to fre-
quent countermanding of 
polls.

It was in this background 
that it was decided to hold the 
elections with machines. The 
EVMs are tamper-proof -- un-
less you get hold of one and 
change the motherboard. But 
you will need to steal a very 
large number of machines 
and then restore them back to 
the EC strong room that has 
multi-layered security, without 
anyone knowing about it, in 
order to actually influence an 

election, he said.
Asked about opposition’s 

suspicions that chips can be 
installed in EVMs that can 
make them behave in a partic-
ular way for a specific time and 
then return to normal, he said: 
“I don’t think that is possible.”

“What happens is that 
when a party has huge expec-
tations of winning the polls but 
fails, it resorts to blaming the 
EVMs. They can’t blame the 
voters because then the voters 
may teach them a more bitter 
lesson in the next elections,” 
he said.

Sampath said that, after 
the 2009 general elections too 
there were grave misgivings 
over the machines. Telugu 
Desam Party chief N. Chan-
drababu Naidu made a pres-
entation at an all-party meet-
ing convened by the Election 
Commission in 2010 in which 
42 recognised parties partici-
pated.

“Barring three or four par-
ties, all of them expressed mis-
givings. The Shiv Sena said go 
back to paper ballots. We said 
there is no question of going 
back to paper ballots. The first 
step for the VVPAT was sown in 
that meeting,” he recalled.

He said a subsequent 
CEC announced that when-

ever elections are held, VVPATs 
would be introduced to pro-
vide for an audit trail.

The other CEC said: “You 
see, in 2004, it was a differ-
ent party that questioned the 
EVMs. In 2009, it was the (cur-
rently-ruling) BJP that vigor-
ously advocated discarding the 
EVMs. But the fact is that after 
around 120 state and national 
elections with EVMs, nobody 
has been able to prove that the 
EVM used by the Commission 
can be tampered with. The EC 
has repeatedly thrown chal-
lenges. The demonstration in 
the Delhi assembly was done 
using a toy machine, not the 
actual EVM.”

He acknowledged that 
“large scale” failure of VVPATs 
in recent bypolls -- for techni-
cal reasons or whatever -- has 
created another controversy.

“Having said that, if the en-
tire system, that is all political 
parties agree, the EC can return 
to the ballot paper. 

The EC functions as per 
the law. The current law is for 
holding elections through ma-
chines, so that is being done. 
If they make a law to hold the 
elections through ballot pa-
pers, the EC would do that,” 
he said.

On the issue of simultane-

ous elections on which the 
Law Commission is holding 
consultations, Sampath said: 
“Elections are held as per law 
of the land and they cannot be 
coerced.”

“Even if simultaneous elec-
tions are held to the Lok Sabha 
and the Assemblies, there is 
no guarantee that the respec-
tive Houses would last their 
terms. And then you can’t wait 
for Parliament’s term to end to 
hold elections to Assemblies or 
vice versa, given the coalition 
era and the political instability 
the country has gone through 
since the 1990s.”

Sampath said simutaneous 
elections should come in the 
“natural course and cannot be 
coerced”.

He acknowledged that fre-
quent elections in India put 
pressure on governance be-
cause of the Model Code of 
Conduct that restrains govern-
ments from taking decisions 
and sometimes this covered 
the Central government too. It 
also puts pressure on parties 
because it becomes some kind 
of a frequent referendum.

To overcome frequent elec-
tions, Sampath suggested that 
elections, especially to Assem-
blies, can be clubbed as far as 
possible together in a year.

“Elections becoming due 
in some states in different pe-
riods can be clubbed together 
for which the Election Com-
mission should also be given 
some flexibility beyond the 
six-month period to have the 
authority to hold polls. A party 
that is in power with a huge 
majority at a given time cannot 
be sure that it will always be the 
case,” he said.

Sampath said simultane-
ous elections can theoretically 
be good but “we should be able 
to achieve the right thing for 
right reasons and not wrong 
reasons”.

He also suggested that the 
requirement of a by-election 
within six months of a con-
stituency falling vacant can 
be done away with, giving the 
Commission more leeway in 
clubbing vacancies together.

The other former CEC said 
“simultaneous polls are not 
that easy to do”.

“At least I don’t see them 
happening in 2019. You need 
Constitutional amendments 
and a legal framework for that. 
But again, if there is a consen-
sus among the political parties 
on this, even simultaneous 
elections can be done. But 
that is easier said than done,” 
he said

Kolkata, Aug. 5 (IANS): West Bengal’s 
Left Front leaders on Sunday demand-
ed that no Indian citizen should be left 
out of the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in Assam and accused the BJP 
and Trinamool Congress of trying to 
communally polarise people on the 
issue.

“We want all the Indians to be regis-
tered in the NRC list. Not a single person 
should be left out. All the Indian citizens 
among the 40 lakh persons left out of 
the draft NRC in Assam should be im-
mediately registered,” West Bengal Left 
Front Chairman Biman Bose said.

Accusing Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee of opposing the NRC 
to gain political mileage and promote 
communal polarisation, Communist 
Party of India-Marxist State Secre-
tary Surjya Kanta Misra said that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and Banerjee’s 
Trinamool Congress were on the same 
page on the citizens’ list in the past.

“Banerjee brought forth this idea 
of NRC to Bengal. We all know her 
mindset regarding the Bangladesh 
refugees since 2005. Now she is op-
posing it (NRC) to promote communal 
polarisation so that people think that 
the Trinamool and the BJP are fighting. 
But actually, their stand on this issue is 
the same,” Misra alleged.

He said that the BJP and its allies 
would not have been able to get a 
foothold in Bengal without Banerjee’s 
support.

“The BJP has been trying to do this 
for a long time. I can recall that they 
were attempting this even 40 years ago. 
But they will not get any foothold in 
West Bengal without the support of the 
Chief Minister,” he added.

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (PTI): The 
changes in the privacy clause 
of the RTI Act suggested by the 
Justice Srikrishna panel will 
allow corrupt officers to escape 
public scrutiny, an Informa-
tion Commissioner has said.

Calling the changes pro-
posed in the draft Personal 
Data Protection Bill, 2018 as 
unwarranted, Information 
Commissioner Sridhar Ach-
aryulu has written to Chief In-
formation Commissioner R K 
Mathur and all other commis-
sioners to discuss the recom-
mendations and take a stand 
to oppose “to save the Right to 
Information”.

The draft bill is based on 
the recommendations of the 
government-constituted panel 
headed by Justice B N Srikrish-
na.

“We need to emphasise 
that any proposal to amend 
provisions of the RTI Act 
shall not be taken up without 
wide ranging consultation 
with public in general and 
ICs in particular,” Acharyu-
lu said in a note circulated 
among all commissioners, a 
copy of which is accessed by 
the PTI. 

The draft bill seeks to 
amend Section 8(1)(j) of the 
RTI Act which exempts from 
disclosure personal informa-
tion subject to several condi-
tions.

Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI 
Act exempts from disclosure 
“information which relates 
to personal information the 

disclosure of which has no re-
lationship to any public activ-
ity or interest, or which would 
cause unwarranted invasion 
of the privacy of the individual 
unless the Central Public In-
formation Officer or the State 
Public Information Officer 
or the appellate authority, as 
the case may be, is satisfied 
that the larger public interest 
justifies the disclosure of such 
information.” 

The Srikrishna panel has 
suggested replacing Section 
8(1)(j) of the RTI Act as “in-
formation which relates to 
personal data which is likely 
to cause harm to a data prin-
cipal, where such harm out-
weighs the public interest 
in accessing such informa-
tion having due regard to the 
common good of promoting 
transparency and account-
ability in the functioning of 
the public authority.

“Provided, disclosure 
of information under this 
clause shall be notwithstand-
ing anything contained in the 
Personal Data Protection Act, 
2018.” 

The proposed definition of 
personal data, is very wide in 
scope, ambiguous, wide and 
unlimited, Acharyulu said.

He said in the present act, 
the larger public interest is the 
test to relax the exemption and 
PIO may decide to give infor-
mation whereas draft bill says 
the undefined ‘public interest’ 
is ambiguous and suggested to 
specify the clause. 

“But what he recommend-
ed is clad in more ambiguity 
and gave wide scope to misin-
terpret,” he said. 

He said the PIO has more 
difficult task to understand 
whether this ambiguous harm 
is going to outweigh common 
good of promoting transpar-
ency which is neither easy 
for PIO nor for applicant to 
explain this or justify, he said. 

According to Acharyulu, 
the Srikrishna panel report 
did not define common good, 
promotion, transparency, and 
accountability. 

“Another wonderful fact is: 
the report or the Bill did not 
define the ‘privacy’,” he said. 

Most important expres-
sion that can cause serious 
harm to RTI is “harm” used in 
the draft bill language, he said, 
adding that the bill gives 10 
clauses which will constitute 
‘harm’.

“Any RTI request may em-
barrass or upset or cause worry 
to ‘data principal’ i.e. public 
servant, that might be consid-
ered as mental injury. 

PIO can instantly reject 
any information calling it em-
barrassing or that can cause 
mental injury,” he said. 

He said ‘loss of reputation’ 
is another form of ‘harm’ un-
derlining that every disclosure 
about disciplinary action on 
misconduct generally is ca-
pable of causing some ‘loss of 
reputation’. 

“It does not stop with this. 
The report says even possibil-

ity of ‘humiliation’ is enough 
to deny, as the Section 8(1)(j) 
says which is likely to cause 
harm’. 

The expression likely’ is a 
general prefix for all kinds of 
harms listed in Section 3(21) 
and those not listed. Actual 
harm and likely harm could 
be grounds for rejection,” he 
said. 

He said according to the 
recommendations, if disclo-
sure of any information under 
RTI is likely to subject a corrupt 
officer to black mail or extor-
tion, PIO can refuse. 

“With this clause, every 
corrupt officer can be safe-
guarded from possible black 
mail. Corruption related infor-
mation can become his private 
information as per this report,” 
he said. 

He said the 10 clauses of 
‘harm’ given by Srikrishna 
panel “will be ten exit gates” 
from public servants to es-
cape from RTI scrutiny by the 
people. 

“The replacement of Sec-
tion 8(1)(j) is not warranted. 
There is absolutely no need to 
replace present privacy clause, 
as it has properly balanced the 
privacy rights of the public 
servants and the public inter-
est in disclosure of informa-
tion in connection with public 
activity,” he said.

He said the report and the 
bill as far as its interference 
with RTI is concerned, de-
serve to be rejected at thresh-
old.

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (PTI): 
Under fire from the op-
position over the Muzaf-
farpur shelter home rape 
case, the Janta Dal (Unit-
ed) asserted today that 
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar would not resign and 
said it was ready for a Su-
preme Court-monitored 
probe into it.

Rejecting the demand 
for Kumar’s resignation, 
senior JD(U) leader K C 
TYagi slammed opposi-
tion leaders including 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi for attending the 
RJD-organised protest in 
Jantar Mantar here yes-
terday. It was a “friendship 
day” of parties seeking 
“political mileage” from 
the “unfortunate and 
shameful” incident in the 
state, he said.

“How can rape of 
young girls which has 
shamed us could be an is-
sue for opposition parties 
to unite against the NDA 
government and the Nitish 
Kumar-led government in 
Bihar and demand his res-
ignation. This politics over 
hapless victims in Bihar 
is the most unfortunate 
thing,” Tyagi said in a press 
conference here.

Tyagi asserted that 
despite the opposition’s 
demand, Kumar would 
never step down as the 
chief minister of Bihar and 

challenged them to unseat 
him in the Assembly.

“Nitish is a sensitive 
person and felt ashamed 
over the incident which 
the opposition parties 
are trying to use to hit at 
his conscience so that he 
steps down. But, he will 
never step down, we will 
not let him do so,” he said.

Tyagi also alleged that 
the resignation demand 
was aimed at “helping” 
sand mining and bootleg-
ging that have been effec-
tively checked by the state 
government. 

Tyagi criticised Rahul 
Gandhi, saying his joining 
the RJD protest at Jantar 
Mantar was “unfortunate”. 

The JD(U) Rajya Sabha 
MP and spokesperson of 
the party said that Nitish 
Kumar had written to the 
Patna High Court for mon-
itoring the probe into the 
case and asserted that the 
party was ready for such a 
probe by even a Supreme 
Court-monitored panel.

He asserted that the 
Bihar government acted 
against the accused swiftly 
and, as per the wish of RJD 
and other opposition par-
ties, sought a CBI probe 
into the incident.

He charged that the 
opposition parties wanted 
“anarchy” and “jungle raj” 
back in Bihar by replacing 
JD(U) and Nitish Kumar.

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (PTI): 
Back in the day, Steve Jobs 
started out in a garage 
as did Bill Gates and Jeff 
Bezos. For India’s growing 
tribe of “self starters”, that’s 
a corporate legend gone 
with the winds of time in 
these days of increasing 
urbanisation.

With home spaces 
shrinking, garages and 
the like are no longer an 
option for those without 
conventional office jobs 
looking for a quiet corner 
to get a day’s work in.

En t e r  c o - w o rk i n g 
spaces -- workspaces 
where diverse groups of 
freelancers, remote work-
ers and other profession-
als work together in a 
shared, convivial setting 
the happy answer to costly 
commercial real estate 
and sky-rocketing rents in 
tier I and tier II cities.

And all this without 
hassles such as electric-
ity charges, wi-fi, main-
tenance and furniture 
costs.

Boasting plush furni-
ture, glass cabins, ornate-
themed interiors, phone 
booths, lush green plants 
and hip in-house cafete-
rias serving the best of 
coffee and the sweetest 
of muffins these offices 
are more than a match for 

any uptown restaurant in 
terms of ambience. 

On offer are com-
mon co-working spac-
es (bullpen or lounges), 
dedicated co-work spaces 
(a standalone desk) or a 
private cabin for you and 
team on daily, monthly 
and yearly basis. The plans 
are flexible and customers 
can also ask for custom 
made offices.

According to a recent 
Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) 
study, the co-working in-
dustry in India is expected 
to receive $400 million in 
investments by 2018 and 
grow to 15 million desks in 
about five years.

“We have been offering 
this platform since 1989. It 
was earlier called ‘business 
centre’, then in the early 
2000s, the term changed to 
‘serviced offices’ and now 
we have ‘co-working’. So 
it is a trend evolving since 
1989,” said Harsh Lambah, 
country manager, Interna-
tional Workplace Group 
(IWG), one of the many 
co-working companies in 
India. An established play-
er in the market, IWG has 
two brands, Spaces and 
Regus, operating across 
16 cities.

Besides IWG and other 
acclaimed international 
players like WeWork, In-

Co-working: You and they in a beautiful space 

dian companies, too, have 
dipped their feet in this 
business model and are 
making the most out of it.

Smartworks, for in-
stance, has built 15 centres 
in nine cities across India 
in just two years.

“Like Uber or Ola, co-
working today is more of 
a requirement...We are 
basically taking away all 
the hassle of running the 

entire office space from 
you, so you can focus on 
other important things at 
hand,” said Smartworks 
founder Neetish Sarda.

Clients are also happy 
to share their stories.

“Since I am the only 
person based in India, it 
is more practical for me to 
work from a co-working 
space. Renting a space, 
internet and telephone 

connectivity, plus heat and 
electricity bills and main-
tenance of a rented space 
tend to become expensive, 
said Akshay Anand from 
World Hotels. “Moreover, 
I am able to concentrate 
on my responsibilities on 
sales rather than wasting 
my time on administrative 
work,” he added.

Experts say the aver-
age cost of co-working 

spaces is around Rs 9,000 
to 12,000 per employee per 
month. “Today, the Indian 
market is open to the con-
cept of co-working space 
because we are between 
10 to 15 per cent cheaper 
than the conventional of-
fice space,” said Harsh Bi-
nani, Co-Founder, Smart-
works.

MNCs are also making 
a beeline for the trending 

co-working phenomenon.
Market players say that 

MNCs are not just recep-
tive to the idea of flexible 
office setups, some also 
flocking to co-working 
spaces in search of talent.

“A very important as-
pect of WeWork India’s 
growth story is that 50 
per cent of our members 
are large enterprises as 
compared to the rest of 
the world where they 
constitute about 25 per 
cent. Clearly, even mid-
to-large-sized companies 
in India are embracing 
this new way of working, 
not just start-ups,” said 
WeWork India CEO Karan 
Virwani. In India, WeWork 
enterprise members in-
clude brands like GoDad-
dy, TrueCaller, Discovery 
India, Jaguar Land Rover, 
Knowlarity, and Twitter, he 
added. Spaces and Smart-
works also have an im-
pressive list of enterprises 
availing their services.

According to Binani, 
70 per cent of Smartworks’ 
client base consists of en-
terprises only.

Most of these places 
also offer a virtual office.

“Virtual office is aimed 
at professional or entre-
preneurs working out of 
home who want a profes-
sional front or service, but 

not 24/7. So it starts simply 
as a mail box service or 
phone answering service... 
also they can visit a par-
ticular centre for five days 
a month and have their 
meetings in professional 
environment,” said Lamb-
ha. Big players are hoping 
to beat the competition by 
offering new services to 
their customers.

While Spaces, for in-
stance, has been organis-
ing events like ‘Tea Tast-
ing’ and ‘Office Gol Gappa 
Champs’ to build camara-
derie between the employ-
ees of different companies, 
Smartworks recently intro-
duced indigenous human 
robot ‘Mitra’ at its Hydera-
bad facility to streamline 
the visitor management 
system. “We also have 
weekend programmes by 
the name ‘Smart Week-
end’, which are designed 
differently for different 
companies. 

The events include fit-
ness classes like Yoga, art 
therapy, pet therapy and 
many more,” Sarda said.

In a bid to try some-
thing new, WeWork re-
cently launched ‘The Artist 
Point of View’ campaign, 
inviting people to re-im-
agine their workspace by 
putting their thoughts on 
canvas.
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News IN BrIef
Kasur rape and murder convict gets 
12 more death sentences in Pak
Lahore, Aug. 5 (PTI): The convict in a high-profile rape and 
murder case of a minor girl in Pakistan’s Kasur city was given 
12 more death sentences by a special anti-terrorism court 
here in another three cases of child sexual abuse. Imran Ali, 
who was already awarded four counts of the death penalty, 
one life term, 7-year jail term and Rs 4.1 million in fines back 
in February for raping and murdering the seven-year-old 
girl, had confessed sexually abusing at least another eight 
girls, Dawn newspaper reported. The anti-terrorism court’s 
(ATC) judge Sajjad Ahmed yesterday awarded 23-year-old 
Ali, currently incarcerated and on death-row for the rape and 
murder of the minor girl, the death penalty on 12 more counts 
for the rape and murder of three other girls, the report said.

Nigeria nabs wanted Boko Haram 
commander
Abuja, Aug. 5 (IANS): The Nigerian Army on Sunday 
confirmed that one of the most wanted commanders of the 
Boko Haram terror group has been nabbed. The suspect, 
identified as Maje Lawan, is believed to be number 96 on the 
list of wanted terrorists earlier published by the Army, reports 
Xinhua news agency. Army spokesman Texas Chukwu said 
the suspect was nabbed by troops in Banki neighbourhood of  
the northeastern state of Borno. He was apprehended after 
he infiltrated an internally displaced persons’ camp in Banki, 
according to Chukwu. 

Senior scientist assassinated in Syria
Damascus, Aug. 5 (IANS): Aziz Asber, the head of the 
Scientific Research Centre in Syria’s central province of  
Hama, has been assassinated, according to activists and 
pro-government reports. Asber was killed when an explosion 
targeted his vehicle in Masyaf in the western countryside of  
Hama late on Saturday, killing him and his driver, Xinhua 
news agency quoted the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights as saying. The Britain-based watchdog group said the 
man had close ties with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
and Iran. The Scientific Research Centre in Masyaf has been 
targeted by the Israelis several times and most recently was in 
last month, giving rise to reported suspect that Israel is behind 
the assassination of Asber, according to the watchdog. 

Europe delivers 5 more ATR planes 
to Iran despite US pressures
Tehran, Aug 5 (IANS): The French-Italian aircraft 
manufacturer ATR delivered five more turboprops to Iran on 
Sunday, the official IRNA news agency reported. The ATR 
72-600 passenger planes landed at Tehran’s international 
Mehrabad airport on Sunday morning, a day before the 
return of first round of US sanctions against Iran, reports 
Xinhua news agency. Flight licenses have been issued for 
the ATR passenger planes to join Iran Air’s fleet, the Iran Air 
announcement said. In April 2017, Iran Air signed a contract 
with ATR to purchase 20 short-haul passenger jets worth 
$576 million. Iran had already received eight ATR 72-600 
aircraft and deployed them in domestic flights. 

20 killed in bus-tanker collision in 
northwest Pakistan
Peshawar, Aug. 5 (PTI): At least 20 people, including 
women and children, were killed and 35 others injured when 
a passenger bus collided with a tanker in northwest Pakistan 
last night, a media report said today. The accident took place 
near Samari area of Kohat district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
while the ill-fated bus was on its way to Karachi from Buner, 
Geo News reported. Rescue members had immediately 
rushed to the site and shifted the bodies and wounded 
persons to district headquarters hospital, the channel said.
The accident killed 20 people and left 35 passengers injured, 
it added. The deceased included two women and two 
minors, police said. 

52 jihadists killed in Egypt’s Sinai — 
Army
Cairo, Aug. 5 (PTI/AFP): Egypt’s army said today its forces 
have killed over the past few days 52 jihadists in the Sinai 
Peninsula where the military is conducting a vast operation 
against militants. Egyptian forces launched operation “Sinai 
2018” in February to rid the peninsula of Islamic militants 
who have been waging a bloody insurgency. “Over the last 
few days, the operations have led to... the elimination of 52 
extremely dangerous takfiri individuals,” the military said in a 
statement referring to Sunni Muslim extremists. During these 
operations in North Sinai and the centre of the peninsula 49 
militants were also arrested in joint raids conducted by the 
armed forces and the police, the statement added.

AP/PTI

People affected by the earthquake rest at a temporary shelter in Lombok, Indonesia, Sunday, Aug. 5, 2018. 

Geneva, Aug. 5 (PTI/AFP): Twenty 
people died after a vintage World 
War II aircraft crashed into a Swiss 
mountainside at the weekend, po-
lice said today.

“The police have the sad cer-
tainty that the 20 people aboard 
perished,” police spokeswoman 
Anita Senti told a news conference.

There were 11 men and nine 
women aboard, including an Aus-
trian couple and their son, she said.

The Junker JU52 HB-HOT air-
craft, built in Germany in 1939 and 
now a collectors’ item, crashed into 
Piz Segnas, a 3,000-metre (10,000-
foot) peak in the east of the country 
on Saturday.

The crash occurred at 2,540 
metres on the mountain’s western 
flank, Senti said.

According to German-language 
newspaper Blick, the flight had 
taken off from Ticino in the south 
of the country and had been due 
to land at the Duebendorf military 
airfield near Zurich on Saturday 
afternoon. The 20 Minutes news-
paper quoted a witness who was 
on the mountainside at the time of 
the crash.

“The plane turned 180 degrees 
to the south and fell to the ground 
like a stone,” the witness said, add-
ing that the debris was scattered 
over “a very small area,” indicating 

an explosion was unlikely to have 
been the cause of the crash.

Police said earlier that five heli-
copters were involved in a search 
and rescue mission and the air-
space over the crash site was to 
remain closed until late Sunday.

The aircraft belongs to JU-Air, 
a company with links to the Swiss 
air force, the ATS news agency re-
ported. JU-Air said on its website 

that it was “deeply saddened” and 
its “thoughts were with the pas-
sengers, the crew and families and 
friends of the victims”.

The company’s flight opera-
tions were suspended, it said.

JU-Air says it runs a small fleet 
of four Junker planes, all built in 
1939, which are for hire. Its pilots 
are ex-military and professional 
pilots, all of them volunteers.

On its website, JU-Air men-
tions one past accident, in 1987, at 
the Koblenz airport in Germany in 
which no one was hurt.

In another Swiss plane crash on 
Saturday, a tourist plane carrying 
a couple and two young children 
crashed in a forest in the Nidwald 
canton and immediately burst into 
flames. No survivors have been 
found. 

Islamabad, Aug. 5 (PTI): 
Imran Khan will be named 
tomorrow as the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf party’s can-
didate for the next prime 
minister of Pakistan and he 
is set to initially form a Cabi-
net of 15 to 20, according to 
media reports today. 

The party of the 65-year-
old cricketer-turned-politi-
cian emerged as the single 
largest side in the National 
Assembly in the July 25 gen-
eral elections.

While the exact date of 
the swearing-in of Pakistan’s 
new prime minister has not 
been announced, reports 
say it could take place on 
August 14, the Independ-
ence Day of the country.

“Imran Khan will be for-
mally announced as the 
party’s nominee for pre-
mier during the meeting,” 
Chaudhry said.

Claiming that the PTI 
now has the clear support 
to form the government in 
the centre, Chaudhry said, 
“PTI’s seat tally in the Na-
tional Assembly currently 
stands at 125 after the inclu-
sion of independents.” 

Allies and reserved seats 
will take the PTI tally to 174 
seats in the National Assem-
bly, he added.

Further after the sup-

port of Balochistan National 
Party-Mengal (BNP-M), the 
party will have 177 seats, 
Chaudhry said.

Pakistan’s National As-
sembly comprises a total of 
342 members, of which 272 
are directly elected. A party 
can only form the govern-
ment if it manages to clinch 
172 seats in total.

PTI had emerged in the 
lead with 116 NA seats in 
the polls. 

All PTI candidates elect-
ed to the National Assembly 
have been directed to be 
present at tomorrow’s meet-
ing, Chaudhry said.

The PTI has also decid-
ed to form a 15-20 member 
federal Cabinet in the first 
phase of government for-
mation, Geo News report-
ed, after a high-level party 
meeting held yesterday.

Sources said the party 
has decided to induct Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan in the Cabinet. 
The MQM-P will have one 
minister in the federal cabi-
net, while an adviser would 
be inducted later, the report 
said.

Meanwhile, Khan has 
decided to not give any fed-
eral ministry to the mem-
bers of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Quaid (PML-Q). 

However, its leader Chaud-
hry Pervaiz Elahi would be 
nominated for Punjab As-
sembly speaker, the sources 
said.

They added that Balo-
chistan Awami Party (BAP) 
will be given a federal min-
istry for their support in the 
centre, whereas the PTI will 
support BAP in getting its 
chief minister elected in 
Balochistan.

The PTI is also expected 
to get two ministries in the 
Balochistan Cabinet.

On Friday, the PTI and 
MQM-P also signed a nine-
point memorandum of un-
derstanding for the forma-
tion of a new government 
in the centre.

On Thursday, however, 
the political parties aligned 
against PTI announced that 
they are fielding their own 
candidate for prime minis-
ter in Parliament.

The parties, includ-
ing the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz, the Paki-
stan Peoples Party, the Mut-
tahida Majlis-e-Amal and 
the Awami National Party, 
have decided to field their 
own consensus candidates 
for the prime minister, 
speaker and deputy speak-
er slots in the National As-
sembly.

Jakarta, Aug. 5 (PTI/AP): A strong earth-
quake struck the Indonesian tourist island 
of Lombok today, killing at least three 
people and shaking neighbouring Bali, 
one week after another quake on Lombok 
killed more than a dozen.

The latest quake, which triggered a 
brief tsunami warning, damaged buildings 
as far away as Denpasar on Bali, including 
a department store and the airport ter-
minal, where ceiling panels were shaken 
loose, authorities said.

The quake, recorded at magnitude 7.0 
by the US Geological Survey, struck early 
this evening at a depth of 10.5 kilometers 
in the northern part of Lombok.

A tsunami warning was lifted after 
waves just 15 centimetres high were re-
corded in three villages, said the head of 
Indonesia’s Meteorology, Climatology and 
Geophysics Agency, Dwikorita Karnawati.

Najmul Akhyar, district chief of North 
Lombok, told MetroTV that there was an 
electrical blackout so he was unable to 
assess the entire situation, but that at least 
three people had been killed.

National Disaster Mitigation Agency 
spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said 
the quake was felt strongly across Lombok 
and Bali and had damaged houses on both 
islands. Iwan Asmara, a Lombok disaster 
official, said people poured out of their 
homes in panic to move to higher ground, 
particularly in North Lombok and Mata-
ram, the capital of West Nusa Tenggara 
province, which includes Lombok.

The Bali and Lombok airports were 
operating normally tonight, according to 
the director general of civil aviation. There 
had been a half hour evacuation at the 
Lombok airport earlier in the evening fol-
lowing the quake.

Kabul, Aug. 5 (PTI/AFP): A suicide attack 
claimed by the Taliban killed three foreign 
soldiers on patrol in eastern Afghanistan 
today, the deadliest assault on US-led 
NATO troops for many months.

“Three Resolute Support service 
members were killed by a suicide bomber 
during a combined, dismounted patrol 
with Afghan forces in eastern Afghani-
stan,” NATO’s Resolute Support mission 
said in a statement.

A US member of the patrol and two 

Afghan soldiers were wounded, it said, 
without giving the nationality of those 
killed.

“Resolute Support has a policy of 
never publishing the nationality of victims 
before it is made public by the relevant 
national authorities,” it said.

The attack by a lone bomber on foot 
happened at 6am in the city of Charikar in 
Parwan province 60 kilometres (37 miles) 
north of Kabul, said provincial governor’s 
spokesman Wahida Shahkar.

Geneva, Aug. 5 (IANS): 
Computer science is now 
obligatory at Swiss upper 
secondary schools as the 
Alpine nation seeks to boost 
its citizens’ IT skills, the Edu-
cation Ministry announced.

Schools tailored for pu-
pils who typically go on to 
university have until the 
school year 2022-23 to in-
troduce the compulsory 
lessons under a regulation 
change that came in on 
August 1, the Swiss national 
day, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Previously, IT had 
the status of a non-oblig-
atory supplementary sub-
ject, Swiss public television 
RTS reported. Pupils will 

learn programming basics 
as well as about computer 
networks and digital com-
munication security issues.

They should also de-
velop a “well-versed under-
standing of developments 
in the information society”, 
according to an Education 
Ministry statement. 

The change was made 
due to the “rising impor-
tance in society” of informa-
tion and communication 
technologies (ICT), said the 
Ministry.

There is currently a 
strong demand for IT spe-
cialists, but those in the field 
say there are not enough 
skilled workers to fill these 

positions, reported Swis-
sinfo, the website of the 
national broadcaster.

“We don’t have any 
problem finding people 
for the helpdesk, which is 
quite easy in IT terms, but 
it’s much more complicated 
to find developers,” Lionel 
Rieder, co-founder of web-
site developer Raccoon in 
Neuchâtel, told RTS.

According to statistics 
shown in the RTS report, 
some 90,000 people were 
employed in Swiss IT pro-
fessions in 1991. 

This had risen to 210,800 
by 2015. By 2024, there is 
expected to be a shortfall of 
almost 25,000 IT specialists.

Sao Paulo/Brasilia, Aug. 4 
(PTI/AFP): Brazil’s leftist 
Workers’ Party nominated 
its charismatic founder Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva for the 
upcoming presidential con-
test today despite him being 
imprisoned for corruption.

In a message from Lula 
read to the party convention 
in Sao Paulo, he said, “Brazil 
needs to restore its democ-
racy.” Although serving a 
12-year sentence for cor-
ruption, Lula, 72, remains 
by far the frontrunner in 
opinion polls.

Three big party conven-
tions were held Saturday, 
two months before the first 
round of voting on October 
7 in Latin America’s domi-
nant economy.

In Brasilia, center-left 
environmental campaigner 
Marina Silva was crowned 
by her Rede party. Also in 
the capital, former Sao Pau-
lo governor and establish-
ment heavyweight Geraldo 
Alckmin secured the nod 
from the center-right Brazil-
ian Social Democratic Party, 
or PSDB.

“Go Brazil, Geraldo for 
president!” about 1,000 sup-
porters chanted before Al-
ckmin, 65, was nominated 
in an almost unanimous 
vote.

But while both Silva and 
Alckmin are serious con-

tenders in a likely match-up 
against controversial right-
winger Jair Bolsonaro, it was 
Lula’s highly unusual con-
vention in Sao Paulo that 
overshadowed proceedings.

Lula is in prison in the 
southern city of Curitiba, 
serving a 12-year sentence 
for corruption and likely to 
be barred from the ballot.

But his Workers’ Party 
issued a call to arms, cast-
ing Lula as a victim of a 
rigged case and vowing to 
get him back into office, fol-
lowing his largely popular 
two terms from 2003-2010.

In the Sao Paulo con-
vention center,  some 
2,000 attendees donned 
Lula masks and chanted 
his name. Then, after fiery 
speeches from Lula’s sen-
ior allies, the party faithful 
heard the leader’s words 
-- read out by an actor.

“They want to scrap the 
people’s right to choose the 
president,” the message 
said. 

“They want to create 
a democracy without the 
people. We have an enor-
mous responsibility ahead.” 
One supporter, Paulo Hen-
rique Barbosa Mateus, 27, 
said the Workers’ Party is 
confident it can somehow 
get Lula in the race.

“We’ve got even strong-
er. Our role is to reinforce his 

candidacy and make sure 
he gets his right to be in the 
campaign, because he is in-
nocent,” he told AFP.

Supporters have one 
remarkable factor on their 
side: despite his imprison-
ment and the corruption 
scandal, Lula remains far 
ahead in the polls.

Surveys show him with 
near double the support of 
all other main candidates in 
a first round, crushing any 
runner-up in the second 

decisive round two weeks 
later.

Lula is waiting for final 
court judgment on whether 
he can run and it doesn’t 
look good: under current 
law anyone losing an appeal 
of a criminal conviction is 
not allowed on the ballot.

So despite the leftist 
leader’s almost cult-like 
backing, there was close 
attention being paid to the 
Workers’ Party choice for 
vice president -- a figure 

who could end up standing 
in for the imprisoned leader.

One high-profile pos-
sibility is former Sao Paulo 
mayor Fernando Haddad. 
A powerful politician, he 
has signed on to Lula’s legal 
team, giving him easy ac-
cess to the prison, and he 
would be well placed to 
inherit Lula’s electorate.

But the party appears to 
be torn, with some fearful 
of any move that might sug-
gest giving up on the main 

goal of somehow getting 
Lula back into the presiden-
tial palace. 

Despite expectations 
that the issue might be re-
solved at the convention, no 
announcement was made.

Alckmin has already 
named Senator Ana Amelia, 
who is expected to help him 
in the south of the country 
and eat into conservative 
support for Bolsonaro.

And if Alckmin has gone 
for a female VP, Silva, 60, has 
struck a pact with a man, 
Eduardo Jorge, from Brazil’s 
Green Party.

Bolsonaro, who has 
positioned himself as a 
radical right-winger ap-
pealing to Brazilians’ fury 
over crime and corruption, 
has yet to find his run-
ning mate. Names thrown 
around in Brazilian media 
reports have included a 
former astronaut, a mem-
ber of the royal family and 
a general.

The problem facing all 
candidates is the level of 
voter disgust and apathy. 

Two polls show that 
33 or 41 percent of voters 
are undecided or not par-
ticipating in an election 
that doesn’t include Lula. If 
Lula was on the ballot, that 
number would drop but still 
account for about a quarter 
of voters.

Twenty dead in wwII vintage 
plane crash in switzerland

PTI to announce Imran Khan as PM 
candidate today — Spokesperson

Strong quake hits Indonesia’s 
Lombok island; at least three dead

Suicide attack kills three NATO 
soldiers in Afghanistan — Official

IT studies now compulsory at 
Swiss upper secondary schools

Brazil’s defiant Lula gets presidential nomination behind bars

AP/PTI

The photo provided by Police Graubuenden shows the wreckage of the old-time propeller plane Ju 52  after it went down went down 
Saturday Aug, 4 2018 on the Piz Segnas mountain above the Swiss Alpine resort of Flims, striking the mountain’s western flank about 
2,540 meters (8,330 feet) above sea level. 

AP/PTI

Supporters wear masks depicting Brazil’s former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva during the Workers Party 
national convention in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Saturday, Aug. 4, 2018. The convention confirmed the jailed Lula 
da Silva as their candidate for the country’s presidency in October’s election. 
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Sonali Bendre with Gayatri Joshi Oberoi and Sussanne Khan

Shortlisted candidates of Dimapur audition with the juries and event officials.

Actor Kurt Russell, who starred in “Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2”, has lent support to its 
director James Gunn, who got fired by Disney Studios after the filmmaker’s controversial 
tweets on paedophilia and rape resurfaced. “It’s sad. But it’s a part of our fabric now and I 
get it. But I do think we’re getting a little too sensitive on maybe some of the wrong people,” 
Russell told Variety on Saturday. Last month, Disney severed its business relationship with 
Gunn after tweets like “I like when little boys touch me in my silly place” and “The best thing 
about being raped is when you’re done being raped and it’s like ‘whew this feels great, not 
being raped!’” were unearthed. Not only Russell, other cast members of the film including 
Chris Pratt, Bradley Cooper and Zoe Saldana have defended Gunn and signed an open letter 
asking the studio to re-hire the director. (IANS)

5.20 pm: Mission Impossible Fall Out (Eng) 2D

10 am, 3 pm: Mulk (Hindi) 

12.30, 8 pm: Fanne Khan (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320
HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

I am now looking for every opportunity 
to find joy, says Sonali Bendre

How Abu Dhabi authorities 
provided C-17 military plane 
for Cruise’s HALO jump!

Insiders say Demi Lovato was 
surrounded by enablers before overdose

Audition for Fact of Nagaland 2018 held

Women shouldn’t 
forget their identity after 
turning mothers — Kajol

I
n a heartwarming post Sonali 
Bendre today said she is happy 
and staying positive by looking 
for joy in every moment. 

The 43-year-old actor, who 

is currently in New York undergo-
ing treatment for high grade cancer, 
said she does go through moments 
of “pain and low energy” but spend-
ing time with loved ones keeps her 

motivated. 
“This is me. And in this moment, 

I am really happy. People give me 
strange looks when I say that now, 
but it’s true and I’ll tell you why. I am 

Kurt Russell defends director James Gunn

now paying attention to 
every moment, looking for 
every opportunity to find 
joy and Switch On The 
Sunshine. 

“Yes, there are mo-
ments of pain and 

low energy, 
but I 

am 
doing what 
I like, spending 
time with people I love, 
and feeling very loved and 
happy,” Bendre posted 
on Instagram along side 
a picture of herself with 
good friends Sussanne 
Khan and Gayatri Oberoi, 
clicked by actor Hrithik 
Roshan. 

Sussanne and Gayatri 
visited the actor in the US 
and spent some quality 
time with her ahead of 
Friendship Day. Bendre 
thanked her friends for be-
ing her constant source of 
strength.

“I am extremely 
grateful to my friends, my 
pillars of strength, who at 

a moment’s notice, arrived 
to be with me and help me 
through this. In between 
their busy schedules they 
find time to visit, call, mes-
sage, FaceTime... basically 
never leaving a moment 
for me to feel alone. Thank 
you for showing me what 
true friendship is. Happy 

Friendship Day, 
ladies. Blessed 

to have 

you all 
in my life (in-
cluding the ones not 
in the picture... You know 
who you are),” she added. 

The actor ended her 
post with a funny post-
script.

“Nowadays I spend 
far less time getting ready 
because I don’t have to 
fuss over my hair! #Bald-
IsBeautiful #FindThePosi-
tive #OneDayAtATime”.

Bendre revealed last 
month that was diagnosed 
with a “high grade cancer”.

PTI

T
he makers of 
“Mission: Impos-
sible - Fallout” 
had a very 
specific require-

ment of a C17 aircraft for 
shooting Tom Cruise’s 
death-defying HALO jump 
and it could only be met by 
the military of UAE, says 
CEO of Abu Dhabi’s Media 
Zone Authority Maryam 
Eid AlMheiri. The produc-
tion of “Mission: Impossible 
- Fallout” in Abu Dhabi is 
a “significant moment in 
the development of our 
media industry and we are 
extremely proud to have 
been the staging ground 
for such a ground-breaking 
stunt,” she says.

Paramount Pictures 
had this requirement to 
deliver the first-ever HALO 
jump (High Altitude, Low 
Opening) for cinema. 

“For the HALO para-
chute jump, Paramount 
Pictures required a C17 
plane which was used 
during rehearsals and the 
shoot. This is a very specific 
requirement that could 
only be met by the military. 
There aren’t many places in 
the world where a C17 mili-
tary aircraft is available to a 
producer for three weeks, 
but we managed to cater 

for it,” AlMheiri told PTI.
“We worked closely 

with Paramount Pictures, 
the Armed Forces and other 
UAE entities from an early 
stage to intricately plan the 
jump. The military support 
was vital as the jump also 
required intensive train-
ing and rehearsals for Tom 
Cruise,” she says.

Directed by Christo-
pher McQuarrie, the film 
also starring Henry Cavill, 
Simon Pegg, Ving Rhames, 
Rebecca Ferguson, Alec 
Baldwin, Angela Bas-
sett, Michelle Monaghan, 
Vanessa Kirby and Sean 
Harris, released on July 27.

The production team 
spent four weeks in Abu 
Dhabi rehearsing for the 
HALO jump, which was 
eventually shot over 12 
days. Cruise jumped a total 
of 94 times to get the re-
quired footage he and Mc-
Quarrie planned for, says 
AlMheiri, who also heads 
twofour54, which is home 
to Abu Dhabi’s media and 
entertainment industry.

Cruise had shared a 
behind-the-scenes video of 
the jump on Twitter in June, 
elaborating the “high-alti-
tude, low-open” skydiving 
stunt.

PTI

A
ctor Kajol 
believes women 
need to realise 
that they have 
their own iden-

tity even after embracing 
motherhood.

Kajol, who will be seen 
as a single mother in her 
upcoming “Helicopter 
Eela”, feels motherhood 
can be so consuming that 
it can make women forget 
themselves. “It’s very nor-

mal and natural. It happens 
to everyone, who gets so 
involved in the tag of being 
a mother. You become so 
much of a mom that you 
forget that a piece of your-
self also belongs to you.” 

Kajol, who also cel-
ebrated her birthday at the 
trailer launch of “Heli-
copter Eela”, said mother-
hood is not about being a 
caretaker.

PTI

E
thnic Trendzan-
da has success-
fully conducted 
the Dimapur 
audition for the 

Face of Nagaland 2018 on 
August 4 at Tourist Lodge. 

An update issued on 
August 5 mentioned that 
altogether 10 persons 
were shortlisted including 
five male and five female 
candidates . 

Kohima audition is 
said to be held on August 
11 at Symphony Cafe from 
9 am onwards. 

EMN

D
emi Lovato is report-
edly on her way out of 
a Los Angeles hospital 
and into drug rehab 
following a July 24 

overdose.
But insiders worry that the 

hangers-on who enabled and 
facilitated her fall off the wagon may 
make their way back into the star’s 
inner circle.

Since news broke that the 
singer, 25, had OD’d, fans have been 
speculating on social media about 
who might have been a negative 
influence on the pop star. Lovato 
had allegedly been partying for 12 
hours straight before overdosing. 
(She reportedly refused to reveal 
to paramedics what drugs she had 
taken.)

Sources told The Post that, in 
recent months, Lovato has fallen 
in with a group of enablers who 
partied so hard, they kept the rescue 
drug Narcan on hand during binges.

Narcan is used to stop the ef-
fects of opioids (including heroin, 
oxycodone and fentanyl) and can be 
administered intravenously, injected 
into muscle or sprayed up the nose.

It was reportedly used by para-
medics after Lovato’s bodyguard 
found her unconscious at home. 
TMZ reported that Lovato’s body-
guard administered first aid and 
propped up the star to clear her 
 airway.

 “There’s a crew of people in 
Hollywood [that], when you want to 
party, you find yourself hanging out 
with these hanger-on friends 
and they lead you into [the 
party life] more and it’s 
a downward spiral,” 
said a music 
producer who 
has worked 
with talent 
includ-
ing Selena 
Gomez, a 
longtime 
friend of 
Lovato’s.

 “Demi was 
very vulner-
able.”

Lovato 
has been 
open 
about her 
strug-
gles for 
years — 
can-
didly 
dis-

cussing her drug and alcohol addic-
tions, bipolar diagnosis, and cutting. 
In a 2013 interview, she said she 
used to sneak drugs onto jet flights 
and couldn’t go 30 minutes with-
out cocaine. In 2017 she revealed 
that she first used coke at age 17 
while working on Disney Channel 
projects.

But in March, she celebrated six 
years of sobriety. An industry insider 
said that alcohol had been strictly 
banned during her “Tell Me You 
Love Me” tour.

 “You couldn’t have anything 
near her. She had to be out of the 
building or miles away for anyone 
to be drinking anything,” said the 
insider.

Heather Jo Clark, who trained 
Lovato last year at Unbreakable 
Performance in Los Angeles where 
Lovato boxed and did martial arts, 
told The Post that nutritionist Dan 
Leith lived with the star and would 
accompany her to the gym to help 
choose post-workout snacks.

A music source close to Lovato’s 
former manager, Phil McIntyre, said 
McIntyre had a strict policy with the 
troubled star: “He would only man-
age her if she was being healthy and 
getting help.”

Sarodj Bertin, an actress who 
works out with Lovato and has been 
to five of the singer’s house par-
ties, said  “everyone who wanted to 
drink something had to bring their 
own. She was very serious about” 

not keeping 
alcohol 

at her 

home.
Despite the seemingly impen-

etrable wall put up around Lovato, 
the substances — and the seedy 
people — sneaked in. TMZ reported 
that Lovato looked “way out of it” 
during a French Montana party held 
during the Coachella music festival 
in April.

The music producer’s friend, a 
studio engineer who recently toured 
with Lovato, told him that Lovato 
was “fully off the rails” four weeks 
ago. “He said she was a train wreck 
and . . . looked like she had been out 
drinking every night. She just wasn’t 
fully there.”

According to a Hollywood pub-
licist, two weeks before she over-
dosed, Lovato hosted a party at her 
house where she openly indulged in 
alcohol.

 “It was a game night,” said the 
publicist. “My friend was there and 
said [Lovato] had two glasses of 
wine.”

In June, Lovato released her 
single “Sober,” revealing that she 
had relapsed, singing: “Momma, I’m 
so sorry, I’m not sober anymore/
And daddy, please forgive me for the 
drinks spilled on the floor.”

Weeks later, Lovato and McIn-
tyre parted ways, and she dumped 
her sober coach, Mike Bayer. Days 
before she OD’d, Lovato forgot the 
lyrics to  “Sober” during a concert at 
the California Mid-State Fair in Paso 
Robles.

On Friday, TMZ reported that 
Lovato has agreed to enter in-
patient rehab as soon as she is dis-
charged from Cedars- Sinai Medical 
Center in LA. 

But sources say that while Lo-
vato’s health may be on the mend, 
her career may be trickier to reha-

bilitate. “I would definitely be very, 
very skeptical of working with 

her without knowing that she 
was clean and committed to 

being clean,” said the music 
source. 

“There’s a difference 
between the public Demi 
and the private Demi, 
as open as the public 

persona seems to be,” 
added a media insider. 
“And I think people 

are now realizing that.”
pagesix
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‘Rogue’ extrasolar planetary-mass object detected

Challenges to AI adoption may pose risk to business — Microsoft

Air pollution may lead to changes in heart structure

Consuming fish may reduce premature birth risk

Do better in math test by improving your posture

Older people recognize their 
mistakes less often — Study

This 3D-printed AI device identifies objects at ‘speed of light’

Heavy drinking, abstinence from alcohol may up dementia risk

WhatsApp working on picture-
in-picture mode for Android

Humans can be emotionally 
manipulated by robots — Study
London, Aug. 5 (IANS): Re-
searchers from the Univer-
sity of Duisburg-Essen in 
Germany have found that 
humans are susceptible to 
emotional manipulation 
by robots.

The findings indicated 
that humans have such a 
strong tendency to anthro-
pomorphize -- attribution 
of human traits, emotions, 
or intentions to non-hu-
man entities like robots 
-- that we can fall prey to 
emotional manipulation by 
such entities.

In 2007, a team of re-
searchers carried out a 
study called “Begging com-
puter does not want to die” 
in which volunteers were 
asked to switch off a robot 
cat but were not sure what 
to do when the cat begged 
them to not turn them off, 
Tech Xplore reported on 
Friday.

In this new effort, the 

researchers replicated this 
experiment using more 
volunteers and a different 
robot, the report said.

For the study, published 
in the journal PLOS ONE, 
the research team involved 
89 volunteers who were 
asked to interact with a 
robot under the guise of 
helping it become more 
intelligent.

At the conclusion of the 
interaction, a researcher 
would ask the volunteer to 
turn off the robot only to 
have the robot beg them 
not to do so. In addition to 
voice requests, the robot 
also displayed bodily ac-
tions meant to bolster their 
request. 

Some volunteers served 
as controls and were asked 

London, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
Middle aged people who 
abused alcohol or abstain 
from it may be at a higher 
risk of developing demen-
tia, according to a study.

However, the research-
ers warned that the results 
do not encourage people 
who do not drink to start 
drinking.

“The findings strength-
en the evidence that exces-
sive alcohol consumption 
is a risk factor for demen-
tia” and “encourage use of 
lower thresholds of alcohol 
consumption in guidelines 
to promote cognitive health 
at older ages”, said the re-
searchers including Sever-
ine Sabia from the French 
National Institute of Health 

San Francisco, Aug. 3 (IANS): One of the 
most popular instant messaging platforms 
in the world -- WhatsApp -- is working 
on a much anticipated “picture-
in-picture mode” for Android 
platform.

The feature, once rolled 
out, will allow users to con-
tinue the video call on a 
minimised screen while 
browsing through the rest 
of their conversation. 

According to WABeta-
Info, a fan site that tests 
new WhatsApp features 
early, the messaging app 
has recently submitted a new update 
through the “Google Play Beta Program”, 
bringing the version up to 2.18.234.

“WhatsApp is working very hard for past 

many months in order to add this feature, 
adding new improvements in the next up-

dates. After implementing the feature on 
WhatsApp for iOS, we can finally 

affirm it will be possible, in the 
next updates, to view You-

Tube and Instagram videos 
in WhatsApp, using the 
Picture-in-Picture mode,” 
WABetaInfo reported late 
on Thursday.

However, the feature is 
not available for develop-

ment reasons and it needs to 
get many other improvements 

before it is officially enabled for all 
WhatsApp users.

“For this reason, it’s ok if you have up-
dated your WhatsApp version and it’s not 
working for you,” the report added.

New York, Aug. 5 (IANS): As people grow 
older, they become less adept at recogniz-
ing their own mistakes, suggests a study 
that can shed new insight into how ageing 
adults perceive their decisions and view 
their performance.

“Realizing fewer errors can have more 
severe consequences because you can’t 
remedy an error that you don’t realize 
you’ve committed,” said Jan Wessel, As-
sistant Professor at the University of Iowa 
in the US and the study’s corresponding 
author.

For the study, published in the journal 
Neurobiology of Ageing, the researchers 
recruited 38 younger adults (average age of 
22) and 39 older adults (average age of 68) 
to take a series of tests that involved looking 
away from a circle appearing in a box on 
one side of a computer screen.

Older adults performed just as well as 
younger adults in the tests, but younger 
adults acknowledged more often than older 
adults when they failed to look away from 
the object.

Older adults were also more likely to be 
adamant about them not making a mistake.

“The good news is older adults perform 
the tasks which we assigned to them just as 
well as younger adults, albeit more slowly,” 
Wessel said.

“But we find there is this impaired 
ability in older adults to recognize an error 
when they’ve made one,” Wessel added.

The research offers new insight into 
how older people perceive their decisions, 
and especially how they view their perfor-
mance -- whether judging their own ability 
to drive or how regularly they believe they 
have taken medications.

London, Aug. 5 (IANS): 
Researchers have found 
that people exposed 
to even low levels of 
air pollution can have 
changes in the struc-
ture of the heart, simi-
lar to those seen in the 
early stages of heart 
failure.

For every one extra 
microgram per cubic 
metre of PM2.5 -- small 
particles of air pollution 
-- and for every 10 extra 
microgram per cubic 
metre of nitrogen diox-
ide (NO2), the heart en-
larges by approximately 
1 per cent, showed the 
findings of the Britain-
based study published in 
the journal Circulation.

“Although our study was 
observational and hasn’t 
yet shown a causal link, we 
saw significant changes in 
the heart, even at relatively 
low levels of air pollution 

exposure,” said one of the 
researchers Nay Aung from 
Queen Mary University of 
London.

For the study, the re-
searchers looked at data 
from around 4,000 partici-
pants in the UK Biobank 
study, where volunteers 

provided a range of per-
sonal information, includ-
ing their lifestyles, health 
record and details on where 
they have lived.

Participants also had 
blood tests and health 
scans, and heart MRI (mag-
netic resonance imaging) 

was used to measure 
the size, weight and 
function of the par-
ticipants’ hearts at 
fixed times.

The team found a 
clear association be-
tween those who lived 
near loud, busy roads, 
and were exposed to 
nitrogen dioxide or 
PM2.5 and the devel-
opment of larger right 
and left ventricles in 
the heart.

The ventricles are 
important pumping 
chambers in the heart 
and, although these 
participants were 
healthy and had no 

symptoms, similar heart 
remodelling is seen in the 
early stages of heart failure.

Higher exposures to the 
pollutants were linked to 
more significant changes in 
the structure of the heart, 
the findings showed.

San Francisco, Aug. 4 
(IANS): In a message to 
investors, Microsoft has 
said that the challenges to 
adoption of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI)-based solu-
tions by customers as well 
as changes to trade policy 
or agreements as a result of 
populism, protectionism or 
economic nationalism may 
pose a risk to its businesses.

In a regulatory filing on 
Friday, Microsoft said that 
the ability to convert data 
into AI drives its competi-

tive advantage, but issues in 
the use of AI in its offerings 
may result in reputational 
harm or liability.

The Redmond, Wash-
i n g - t o n -
head-
quar-
t e re d 
t e c h 
giant, 
w h i c h d o e s 
business in 200 countries, 
said inappropriate or con-
troversial data practices by 
Microsoft or others could 

impair the acceptance of AI 
solutions. 

These deficiencies 
could undermine the deci-
sions, predictions, or analy-
sis AI applications produce, 

subjecting the com-

pany to competitive harm, 
legal liability, and brand or 
reputational harm.

It also pointed out that 
some AI scenarios present 

ethical issues ranging from 
privacy, human rights, em-
ployment or other social 
issues.

Moreover, the prolif-
eration of social media may 

increase the likelihood, 
speed, and magni-
tude of negative brand 
events, it added.

The tech giant also 
warned how emerging na-
tionalist trends in specific 
countries may significantly 
alter the global trade envi-
ronment.

New York, Aug. 4 (IANS): If math tests scare 
you, then you could benefit from a simple 
change in your posture, a new study has 
found.

The findings, published in the journal 
NeuroRegulation, suggested that over half 
of the participants found it easier to per-
form in math when sitting in an upright 
position.

“For people who are anxious about 
math, posture makes a giant difference,” 
explained study co-author Erik Peper, Pro-
fessor at the San Francisco State University 
in the US.

The study involved 125 college students 
to see how well they could perform simple 
math. They were asked to fill an anony-
mous questionnaire asking them to rate 
their anxiety levels while taking exams and 
performing math.

The research team noted that 56 per 
cent of the students found it easier to per-

form math in an upright position.
While the students without math anxi-

ety did not report great benefits from a 
better posture, but they noticed that doing 
math while slumping over was somewhat 
more difficult. The participants also de-
scribed any physical symptoms of stress 
they experienced during the test-taking.

Slumping over is a defensive posture 
that can trigger old negative memories in 
the body and brain, said co-author Richard 
Harvey, Associate Professor at the varsity.

“The slumped-over position shuts them 
down and their brains do not work as well. 
They cannot think as clearly,” Peper added.

The researchers noted that these find-
ings about body posture can help people 
prepare for many different types of perfor-
mances under stress, not just math tests. 
Athletes, musicians and public speakers 
can all benefit from better posture prior to 
and during their performances.

New York, Aug. 3 (IANS): 
Eating fish or taking a fish 
oil supplement may reduce 
the risk of preterm birth 
among pregnant women 
with low level of omega-3 
fatty acids, a new study has 
found.

The findings indicated 
that pregnant women who 
had low plasma levels of 
long chain n-3 fatty acids 
-- found in fish oil -- in their 
first and second trimes-
ters were at a significantly 
higher risk of preterm birth 
as compared with women 
who had higher levels of 
these fatty acids.

The researchers sug-
gests that low concentra-

tions of certain long chain 
fatty acids -- eicosapen-
taenoic acid and docosa-
hexaenoic acid 
(EPA+DHA) -- 
may be a strong 
risk factor for 
preterm birth.

“At  a  t i m e 
w h e n  m a n y 
pregnant women 
are hearing mes-
sages, encourag-
ing them to avoid 
intake of fish al-
together due to 
mercury content, 
our results support the im-
portance of ensuring ad-
equate intake of long chain 
omega-3 fatty acids in preg-

nancy,” said lead author 
Sjurdur F. Olsen from the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School 

of Public Health in Boston.
Preterm birth, is a lead-

ing cause of neonatal death 
and is associated with 

cognitive deficiencies and 
cardiometabolic problems 
later in life among survivors.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal 
EbioMedicine, the 
research team exam-
ined 96,000 children 
in Denmark through 
questionnaires and 
registry linkages. 

They also anal-
ysed blood samples 
from 376 women 
who gave premature 
birth (prior to 34 
weeks of gestation) 

between 1996 and 2003 and 
348 women who had a full-
term birth.

All of the women gave 

blood samples during their 
first and second trimesters 
of pregnancy.

The analysis of the blood 
samples showed that wom-
en who were in the lowest 
quintile of EPA+DHA serum 
levels -- with EPA+DHA 
levels of 1.6 per cent or less 
of total plasma fatty acids 
-- had a 10 times higher risk 
of early preterm birth when 
compared with women in 
the three highest quintiles, 
whose EPA+DHA levels 
were 1.8 per cent or higher. 

Women in the second 
lowest quintile had a 2.7 
times higher risk compared 
with women in the three 
highest quintiles.

New York, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
Astronomers have de-
tected a possible “rogue” 
planetary-mass object with 
a surprisingly powerful 
magnetic field travelling 
through space unaccom-
panied by any parent star.

The extrasolar object, 
about a dozen times more 
massive than Jupiter, is 
located some 20 light-
years from Earth, showed 
the findings made using 
the US National Science 
Foundation’s Karl G. Jan-
sky Very Large Array (VLA) 
telescope.

“This object is right at 
the boundary between a 
planet and a brown dwarf, 
or ‘failed star,’ and is giving 

us some surprises that can 
potentially help us under-
stand magnetic processes 
on both stars and planets,” 
said Melodie Kao from Ari-
zona State University in the 
US.

Kao led this study while 
a graduate student at Cali-
fornia Institute of Technol-
ogy (Caltech).

T h e  s t r a n g e  o b -
j e c t ,  c a l l e d  S I M P 
J01365663+0933473, has a 
magnetic field more than 
200 times stronger than 
Jupiter’s, according to the 
study published in The As-
trophysical Journal Supple-
ment Series.

The object was origi-
nally detected in 2016 as 

one of five brown dwarfs 
the scientists studied with 
the VLA to gain new knowl-
edge about magnetic fields 
and the mechanisms by 
which some of the coolest 
such objects can produce 
strong radio emission. 

Brown dwarf masses 
are notoriously difficult to 
measure, and at the time, 
the object was thought to 
be an old and much more 
massive brown dwarf.

Last year,  an inde-
pendent team of scien-
tists discovered that SIMP 
J01365663+0933473 was 
part of a very young group 
of stars. 

Its young age meant 
that it was in fact so much 

less massive that it could 
be a free-floating planet 
-- only 12.7 times more 
massive than Jupiter, with 
a radius 1.22 times that of 
Jupiter.

The Caltech team that 
originally detected its ra-
dio emission in 2016 had 
observed it again in a new 
study at even higher radio 
frequencies and confirmed 
that its magnetic field was 
even stronger than first 
measured.

The VLA observations 
provided both the first ra-
dio detection and the first 
measurement of the mag-
netic field of a possible 
planetary mass object be-
yond our solar system.

to turn off the robot but 
did not experience begging 
from the robot.

The researchers found 
that 43 of the volunteers 
were confronted with the 
decision between comply-
ing with the researchers’ 
request and the robot’s.

They also reported that 
13 volunteers chose to heed 
the robot’s wishes and all 
others took longer to turn 
off the robot than those in 
the control group.

Each of the volunteers 
was interviewed after their 
interactions with the robot 
and those who had refused 
to turn off the robot were 
asked why.

The researchers men-
tioned that many of the 
volunteers refused simply 
because the robot asked. 
Others reported feeling 
sorry for the robot or were 
worried about doing some-
thing wrong.

and Medical Research (IN-
SERM) in Paris.

“The study should not 
motivate people who do 
not drink to start drink-
ing given the known det-
rimental effects of alcohol 

consumption for mortal-
ity, neuropsychiatric disor-
ders, cirrhosis of the liver, 
and cancer,” they added.

As people live longer, 
the number living with de-
mentia is expected to triple 

New York, Aug. 3 (IANS): Us-
ing a 3D printer, researchers 
from University of Califor-
nia Los Angeles (UCLA) 
have developed an Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)-based de-
vice that can analyse large 
volumes of data and iden-
tify objects very fast - at the 
“actual speed of light”.

To develop the device, 
the researchers created a 
physical artificial neural 
network modelled on how 
the human brain works.

The researchers be-
lieve that new technologies 
based on the device could 
be used to speed up data-
intensive tasks that involve 
sorting and identifying ob-
jects. 

For example, a driver-
less car using the technol-

ogy could react instanta-
neously -- even faster than it 
does using current technol-
ogy -- to a stop sign. 

With a device based on 
the UCLA system, the car 
would “read” the sign as 
soon as the light from the 
sign hits it, as opposed to 
having to “wait” for the car’s 
camera to image the object 
and then use its comput-
ers to figure out what the 
object is.

Technology based on 
the invention could also 
be used in microscopic im-
aging and medicine, for 
example, to sort through 
millions of cells for signs of 
disease, suggests the study 
published online in the 
journal Science.

“This work opens up 

fundamentally new oppor-
tunities to use an Artificial 
Intelligence-based passive 
device to instantaneously 
analyse data, images and 
classify objects,” said Pro-
fessor Aydogan Ozcan, the 
study’s principal investiga-
tor.

Numerous devices in 
everyday life today use 
computerised cameras to 
identify objects -- think of 
automated teller machines 
that can “read” handwritten 
dollar amounts when you 
deposit a check, or Internet 
search engines that can 
quickly match photos to 
other similar images in their 
databases. 

But those systems rely 
on a piece of equipment 
to image the object, first 

by “seeing” it with a cam-
era or optical sensor, then 
processing what it sees into 
data, and finally using com-
puting programmes to fig-
ure out what it is.

The UCLA-developed 
device gets a head start. 
It uses the light bouncing 
from the object itself to 
identify that object in as 
little time as it would take 
for a computer to simply 
“see” the object. 

Its “optical network” 
identifies an object because 
the light coming from the 
object is mostly diffracted 
toward a single pixel that 
is assigned to that type of 
object.

The researchers then 
trained the network using a 
computer to identify the ob-

jects in front of it by learning 
the pattern of diffracted 
light each object produces 
as the light from that object 
passes through the device. 

The “training” used a 
branch of AI called deep 
learning, in which ma-
chines “learn” through rep-
etition and over time as 
patterns emerge.

“This optical artificial 
neural network device is 
intuitively modelled on how 
the brain processes infor-
mation. It could be scaled 
up to enable new camera 
designs and unique opti-
cal components that work 
passively in medical tech-
nologies, robotics, security 
or any application where 
image and video data are 
essential,” Ozcan said.

by 2050.
So understanding the 

impact of alcohol con-
sumption on ageing out-
comes is important.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal THE 
BMJ, the team analysed 
data from 9,087 partici-
pants aged between 35 and 
55 years.

They were assessed at 
regular intervals between 
1985 and 1993 on their 
alcohol consumption and 
alcohol dependence.

The analysis showed 
that out of the 9,087 partic-
ipants, 397 cases of demen-
tia were recorded over an 
average follow-up period 
of 23 years.

The team found that 

abstinence in midlife or 
drinking more than 14 
units a week was associ-
ated with a higher risk of 
dementia compared with 
drinking one to 14 units of 
alcohol a week.

Among those drinking 
above 14 units a week of 
alcohol, every seven unit 
a week increase in con-
sumption was associated 
with 17 per cent increase 
in dementia risk.

The authors acknowl-
edged that this is an obser-
vational study, so no firm 
conclusions can be drawn 
about cause and effect, 
and the researchers cannot 
rule out the possibility that 
some of the risk may be 
due to unmeasured factors.



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, August 6, 2018

CM
YK

South Africa's Reeza Hendricks, right, raises his bat and helmet to celebrate scoring his maiden century 
as teammate Jean-Paul Duminy, left, walks to congratulate him during the third one-day international 
cricket match against Sri Lanka in Pallekele, Sri Lanka on Sunday, Aug. 5.

AP/PTI

Indian golfer Gaganjeet Bhullar poses with the trophy after winning 
his maiden European Tour title during the Fiji International Golf at 
The Intercontinental Gold Club in Fiji on Sunday, August 5.

PTI

Mosaad 'MSDossary' Aldossary of Saudia Arabia celebrates after defeating Stefano 'Pinna' Pinna of Belgium in the Final of the FIFA eWorld 
Cup 2018 at The O2 Arena in London, Britain on August 4.

Ducati Team's Andrea Dovizioso (C) celebrates winning the race with the trophy alongside runner up Ducati 
Team's Jorge Lorenzo (L) and third place Repsol Honda's Marc Marquez in Brno, Czech Republic on Sunday, Aug. 5.

Carolina Marin of Spain pose with her medal after beating Pusarla V. Sindhu of India in their women's 
badminton championship match at the BWF World Championships in Nanjing, China on Sunday, Aug. 5.

AP/PTI

Ducati's Dovizioso wins 
three-way Czech GP thriller

Bhullar wins Fiji International golf

Hendricks shines on debut, South Africa clinch ODI seriesSaudi gamer wins FIFA eWorld Cup final and $250,000

Badminton Worlds: Sindhu loses in final; record 3rd title for Carolina MarinKroos named German 
footballer of the year

Brno (Czech Republic), 
Aug. 5 (Reuters): Italian 
Andrea Dovizioso won a 
Czech Grand Prix thriller in 
a Ducati one-two on Sun-
day while Honda's Marc 
Marquez finished third in 
his 100th MotoGP race to 
stretch his championship 
lead to 49 points.

Spain's Jorge Lorenzo 
was second, holding off 
compatriot and future team 
mate Marquez to the line.

Four-times MotoGP 
champion Marquez now 
has 181 points after 10 races 
while Italian great Valentino 
Rossi, who finished fourth 
for Yamaha after passing 
Britain's Cal Crutchlow at 
the final corner, has 132. 
Dovizioso moves up to third 
on 113.

Dovizioso led from pole 
position in a slow-burn-
ing race that turned into 
a wheel-to-wheel thriller, 
with riders looking to save 
tyres early on and wary of 
the threat of rain before set-
ting caution aside.

The top three were split 
by just 0.368 of a second at 
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the chequered flag.
"What a weekend. I ex-

pected to be fast but not 
like this," said Dovizioso 
after his second victory of 
the season.

"Pole position and a re-
ally perfect race because ev-
erybody was struggling with 
the rear tyre and everybody 

had to ride very smoothly. I 
did everything perfectly.

"Jorge was there and 
Marc was there but I had 
the feeling they were on the 
limit like me so my strat-
egy worked," added the 
32-year-old.

Rossi led at the start 
from second on the grid but 

Dovizioso was soon back in 
front and the field ran close 
together through the early 
laps with the two Italians 
trading places without ei-
ther breaking away.

Spaniard Maverick Vi-
nales, Rossi's team mate, 
retired after a three-rider 
crash on the opening lap 

Fiji, Aug. 5 (IANS): India's 
Gaganjeet Bhullar with-
stood intense pressure and 
produced one of the best 
shots of the week on the 
17th hole which eventually 
sealed his ninth Asian Tour 
win at the Fiji International 
golf tournament here on 
Sunday.

Staring at yet another 
bridesmaid finish this sea-
son, the Indian showed he 
would not be cowed under 
pressure as he holed a mon-
strous chip from outside the 
green for an eagle-three.

That eagle provided him 
with some relief as he would 
head into the last hole with 
a one-shot advantage over 
Australia's Anthony Quayle, 
who had earlier broken the 
course record with his nine-
under-par 63 at the Nat-
adola Bay Championship 
Golf Course.

Bhullar hit his approach 
shot straight onto the green 
on 18 and left his birdie 
putt just short of the hole. 
An easy tap-in for par for a 
winning total of 14-under-
par 274 would soon con-
firm the 30-year-old as the 
newest winner of the Fiji 
International presented by 
Fiji Airways.

Quayle, who started 
the day two shots back of 

Nanjing (China), Aug. 5 
(IANS): Indian women's 
singles star shuttler P.V. 
Sindhu suffered yet another 
heartbreak in a major final 
as she lost to Rio Olympic 
champion Carolina Marin 
in straight games in her 
second consecutive final 
of the Badminton World 
Championships here on 
Sunday.

Third seed Sindhu, who 
was a three-time World 
Championships medal-
list before this edition, fell 
19-21, 10-21 against the 
Spanish seventh seed, who 
became the first women's 
singles player to win three 
world titles. It was Caro-
lina's third title in the last 
four editions.

Sindhu, who had lost 
to Nozomi Okuhara in last 
edition's final, had a nice 
opportunity to defeat Caro-
lina who had conquered 
the Hyderabadi in the 2016 
Rio Games final.

Coming into the final 
here, even though they 
have won six matches each 
against each other, Sindhu 
has won three out of four 

games she faced Carolina 
since the Rio loss.

And at Nanjing, Sindhu 
again gave ample signs 
of adjusting to the quick 
and fast shuttle play from 
Carolina, only later to face 
a harsh reality of once again 
being tamed by the Span-
iard.

In the first game, Sind-
hu was involved in long 
rallies from the beginning 
and employed few smart 
short smashes to lead 5-3 
which later became 8-5 
after Carolina hit one to the 
net and a couple went wide 
and long. 

Trailing 8-11, Carolina 
looked desperate to hit 
back at Sindhu and this 
resulted in the Spaniard 
being over-reactive. She 
went for power, instead of 
precision and a couple of 
shots went long over the 
line. Sindhu was leading 
14-9 when Carolina felt the 
urgency to arrest the slide.

The 25-year-old upped 
the ante and equalised at 
the 15-point mark. They 
exchanged a point each 
till the 18-point mark as 

along with Britain's Bradley 
Smith and Germany's Ste-
fan Bradl.

Six riders pulled away 
slightly and settled into a 
tight leading group after 10 
laps but it was still anyone's 
guess who might end up as 
race winner, with Lorenzo 
out of the podium places.

"It was a spectacular 
race, a lot of fighting at the 
end," said Lorenzo.

"This time I preferred to 
be a little bit slower at the 
beginning, to be in third or 
fourth position and to save 
a little bit the tyre and attack 
at the end. The strategy was 
OK this time.

"Unfortunately Marc 
attacked me two laps from 
the end so this meant that 
Dovi went away a little bit 
and I could not make the 
final attack."

Marquez said he usu-
ally struggled in Brno and 
his main aim had been to 
stretch the overall lead and 
he was happy to have done 
that.

"Today Ducati had a 
little bit more," he said.

Carolina launched a couple 
of body smashes to which 
Sindhu replied with sharp 
cross-court game. However 
Carolina managed to take 
the first game 21-19.

In the second game, 
Carolina didn't relent and 

managed to sustain the 
momentum gained from 
the first game. Quick in her 
movement, Carolina put up 
a super dominant game to 
race away to an 11-2 lead at 
the mid-game interval.

In the past couple of 

rounds, Sindhu had man-
aged to turn it around af-
ter the mid-game break. 
But against Carolina, she 
couldn't repeat the act as a 
17-4 lead for the European 
powerhouse meant her win 
was only a formality. 

Sindhu then was al-
ready waging a lost battle 
even though she pocketed 
10 points in total in the 
second game before sur-
rendering the contest.

The loss extended In-
dia's drought of a world 
title in the game.

Meanwhile, the men's 
singles title went to Japa-
nese sixth seed Kento Mo-
mota, who defeated home 
favourite and third seed 
Shi Yuqi 21-11, 21-13 in 49 
minutes.

In the mixed doubles 
final, Chinese top seeds 
Zheng and Huang Yaqiong 
fought off compatriot sec-
ond seeds Wang Yilyu and 
Huang Dongping with a 
21-17, 21-19 victory in 49 
minutes.

The all-Japanese wom-
en's doubles final wit-
nessed a huge upset, with 
the 11th seeds Mayu Mat-
sumoto and Wakana Na-
gahara overcoming second 
seeds Yuki Fukushima and 
Sayaka Hirota with a 19-21, 
21-19, 22-20 in a gruelling 
clash which lasted an hour 
and 35 minutes.

Bhullar, surmounted a late 
challenge when he stormed 
home with three birdies 
and two eagles in his back-
nine.

However, it was still not 
enough to catch Bhullar 
on a day when the Indian 

showed great composure 
and mental courage.

Major winner Ernie Els 
of South Africa also staged 
a late comeback by closing 
with a 65 to share the third 
place with New Zealand's 
Ben Campbell.

Kandy (Sri Lanka), Aug. 
5 (Reuters): Reeza Hen-
dricks’ sizzling century in 
his debut match helped 
set up South Africa’s se-
ries-clinching 78-run vic-
tory against Sri Lanka in the 
third one day international 
on Sunday.

The number three bats-
man took only 88 balls to 
smash the fastest ODI hun-
dred by a debutant and was 
one of the four South Afri-
can batsmen to post a 50-
plus score as they amassed 
363-7.

The tourists then re-
turned to bowl out Sri 
Lanka for 285 in the 46th 
over to record their third 
successive victory in the 
five-match series.

Put into bat on a flat 
t rack,  Hendr icks  and 
Hashim Amla, who made 
a run-a-ball 59, took South 
Africa past the 100-mark 
following opener Quinton 
de Kock’s early dismissal.

Thisara Perera (4-75) 
removed Amla and South 
Africa skipper Faf du Ples-
sis (10) but Hendricks and 
JP Duminy kept the score-
board ticking with their 
78-run stand.

Hendricks, who turns 
29 this month, hit eight 
boundaries and a six in his 
89-ball 102 before falling 
to Lahiru Kumara in the 
35th over.

Duminy clobbered four 
sixes in his 92 off 70 balls 
as he and David Miller, 
who made 51, continued 

London, Aug. 5 (Reuters): 
Saudi Arabia’s Mosaad Al-
dossary saw off Belgian ad-
versary Stefano Pinna 4-0 
on aggregate in the two-
legged FIFA eWorld Cup 
Grand Final on Saturday to 
walk away $250,000 richer.

The 18-year-old gamer, 
who competes as ‘MSDos-
sary’, also collected an in-
vitation to the world soccer 
body’s Best FIFA Football 
awards in September and a 
gleaming new trophy.

 “I’m really proud that I 
made my country proud,” 
said the Saudi after winning 
each leg 2-0 on PlayStation 
and Xbox consoles while a 
frustrated Pinna failed to 

find a way through on goal.
The two men faced each 

other on a central stage at 
London’s O2 Arena, sepa-
rated only by their screens.

“This is my second 
event in the UK and second 
win so I think this is my sec-
ond home. I hope every year 
I am the champion again,” 
said the teenager, who had 
a cousin sitting with him as 
coach.

Regarded as one of the 
best defensive players, Al-
dossary also won the FUT 
Spring Cup in Manchester 
on his way to the 32-player 
finals.

He had one glaring 
missed opportunity in the 

first leg when one-on-one 
with the goalkeeper but a 
brace from former Brazil-
ian World Cup star Ronaldo 
on the PlayStation side and 
then goals from Thierry 
Henry and Ruud Gullit in 
the Xbox leg settled matters.

Pinna also had former 
Dutch international Gullit 
in his virtual side, prompt-
ing the curious commen-
tary line: “Gullit on Gullit, 
and he’s lost out.”

“It was difficult for me, 
especially on the Xbox side,” 
said 20-year-old Pinna, who 
recently signed for PSV 
Eindhoven’s esports side. 
“On the Playstation side I 
didn’t score my chances and 

he did well.
“He didn’t let me play 

my game style because of 
his pressure. His defence is 
amazing.”

The Grand Final, live-
streamed around the world 
on Twitch, Twitter, YouTube, 
Facebook and FIFA’s own 
platform, was the culmina-
tion of a virtual champion-
ship that started out with 
a global pool of 20 million 
entrants.

Last year’s  winner, 
21-year-old Spencer Ealing 
from England who plays 
under the nickname ‘Go-
rilla’, went out in the knock-
out stages to Malta’s Kurt 
‘Kurt0411’ Fenech.

Berlin, Aug. 5 (IANS): Real 
Ma d r i d ' s  C h a m p i o n s 
League winner Toni Kroos 
has been named German 
footballer of the year for the 
first time, Kicker magazine 
said on Sunday.

A l s o ,  G e r m a n y ' s 
Dzsenifer Marozsan of 
Olympique Lyon was voted 
as German female foot-
baller of the year for the 
second straight year, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

Kroos, who won the 
Champions League with 
Real Madrid in May, stood 
out with 185 votes from 
sports journalists ahead of 
Freiburg striker Nils Peters-
en (39 votes) and Schalke's 

Brazilian defender Naldo 
(with 38).

Kroos, a rare bright 
spot in a German side that 
crashed out of the World 
Cup group stage as title 
holders, was second last 
year behind former Bayern 
Munich teammate Philipp 
Lahm.

"Footballer of the year 
-- that's a prize you do not 
get so easily -- and most 
importantly not everyone 
can win it," Kroos said in a 
statement.

Jupp Heynckes was 
voted coach of the year for 
leading Bayern Munich to 
the Bundesliga title in May 
before retiring.

Toni Kroos

to punish the hosts. The 
tourists really accelerated 
towards the end of their in-
nings, plundering 71 runs 
in the last five overs, to 
post their highest total in 
Sri Lanka.

To accomplish the 

chase, Sri Lanka needed 
their top order to fire but 
that did not happen as Lun-
gi Ngidi (4-57) removed 
both the openers in his 
successive overs.

Dhananjaya de Silva 
kept Sri Lanka alive with a 

belligerent 84 but once he 
fell in the 42nd over, a ball 
after smacking his third six, 
the contest was truly over 
for his team.

The teams stay put in 
Kandy for the fourth one-
dayer on Wednesday.


