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Follwing the expiry of a seven-day deadline, the Kohima administration on Saturday removed water pipes blocking drainage at Old 
Minister's Hill area in Kohima. (Report on page 2)
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 4: A 24-year 
old mother of two children 
was reportedly raped by one 
Zasituo Tsükrü, said to be 
a former Angami wrestling 
champion of Dihoma vil-
lage in Kohima district. He is 
currently in police custody, 
sources informed.

The incident report-
edly happened in the early 
hours of August 2 at the 
victim’s residence located 
at Kevoliezha, D khel in 
Kohima when she was with 
her children. The husband 

was away, available infor-
mation said. 

As recounted by the 
landowner, the victim runs 
a hotel where the accused 
came in an ‘inebriated’ 
condition and knocked on 
the door repeatedly. Since 
she knew the accused, ac-
cording to the source, she 
opened the door. 

Reportedly, Tsükrü de-
manded that the woman 
bring alcohol, which was 
denied. Later, he asked her 
to prepare an omelette for 
him. As she turned to pre-

pare, he latched the kitchen 
and ordered her to sit on a 
chair and started intimidat-
ing her and beat her with a 
broom, the source said. He 
picked up a machete and 
threatened to cut her nose 
and legs, according to the 
landowner. 

The victim sustained a 
cut in her hand while try-
ing to defend herself. She 
was reportedly raped in the 
kitchen with her children 
sleeping in the next room. 
According to the account, 
her screams were muffled 

as the accused clamped her 
mouth tightly. 

As news spread, youths 
of D khel confronted the 
accused when he came to 
the landowner’s house seek-
ing ‘forgiveness.’ It was in-
formed that he was beaten 
up by the angry mob in the 
process. The youths refused 
to hand over the accused to 
the police personnel. It was 
only when the additional 
police superintendent came 
and, after a long negotia-
tion, that the accused was 
handed over to the police. 

Sources said that he was 
admitted to the hospital for 
treatment.

The victim was also 
taken to the hospital for 
medical examination and 
treatment of injuries that 
she sustained on the arms, 
neck, and chest.

On the morning of Au-
gust 4, women organisa-
tions of D khel filed an FIR 
against Zasituo Tsükrü at the 
Women cell of north police 
station. The accused was in 
the hospital at the time this 
report was being filed.

New Delhi, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
The Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) on Satur-
day said it would decide 
on alliances and seat ad-
justment for the upcoming 
elections in states in two 
months. It recognised BJP 
as its 'number one target' in 
the national elections and 
Trinamool Congress in West 
Bengal as its key adversary.

"The party would hold a 
Politburo meeting on Sep-
tember 26 to decide who to 
ally with in the forthcoming 
state elections. The party 
will decide the possible tie-
ups in the states in accord-
ance with the party con-
gress' decision. The Central 
Committee on October 5, 6 

and 7 will finalise the tie-ups 
and seat adjustment," said 
CPI(M) General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury at a press 
conference. 

The CPI(M) politburo 
met in Delhi for two days 
beginning August 3. 

The CPI-M leader said 
his party's electoral tactics 
would be determined by 
"maximisation of the anti-
BJP vote" because the "im-
perative is to defeat the BJP 
in the coming elections." 

"Our slogan in West Ben-
gal is to defeat Modi to save 
India and defeat TMC to 
save Bengal," he said. 

Asked about the possi-
bility of his party's alliance 
with Congress, Yechury said 

it will be decided after the 
meetings of the two top 
bodies of the party.

Yechury hit out at BJP 
chief Amit Shah for terming 
over 40 lakh people, whose 
names have not figured in 
the draft National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) in Assam, 
as illegal migrants. 

"The BJP is out to polar-
ise the society for electoral 
gains. Amit Shah's state-
ment is misleading....On 
the other hand, the TMC's 
plitics is all about sub-na-
tionalism in West Bengal," 
Yechury said.

He said the politburo 
meeting also discussed 
electoral reforms. The par-
ty wants that the electoral 

bonds should be done away 
with as these "legalise cor-
ruption". 

Replying to a question 
over the authenticity of 
EVMs, he said his party has 
serious concerns over the 
fairness of these machines. 

"The CPI(M) proposed 
that every electronic voting 
machine must have a paper 
trail. The Election Commis-
sion should call all political 
parties and discuss if paper 
ballets should be contin-
ued," Yechury said. 

The Marxist leader said 
crony capitalism has in-
creased under the present 
regime. "The government is 
yet to tell us how abscond-
ing diamond businessman 

Mehul Choksi's application 
for Antigua citizenship was 
processed. The government 
has to answer how clean chit 
was given to him despite 
cases pending against him," 
he said.

He also said that the 
party will lend its support to 
the August 9 and September 
5 Bharat bandh calls given 
by dalit organisations, trade 
unions and farmers.

The politburo also de-
manded that the proposed 
higher education body 
aimed at replacing the Uni-
versity Grants Commission 
should be dropped. The par-
ty also sought withdrawal of 
National Medical Commis-
sion Bill, presented in Lok 

Sabha this week.
Pointing out that inno-

cent citizens were being 
targeted by lynch mobs, 
Yechury said a law to curb 
the evil should be brought 
in immediately.

He said incidents of 
attacks on media and at-
tempts to intimidate jour-
nalists reflected that the 
situation is even worse 
than what it was during the 
Emergency.

Yechury also demanded 
an inquiry into intrusion in 
Kerala House in the national 
capital on Saturday where 
party's politburo members 
and Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan were 
present. 

UPA deported over 80,000 Bangladeshis in 
2005-2013, NDA did 1,822 in 4 years – Congress
New Delhi, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
The Congress on Saturday 
alleged that BJP President 
Amit Shah lied on the de-
portation of foreigners, 
claiming that the UPA gov-
ernment had deported 
82,728 Bangladeshi for-
eigners between 2005-2013, 
while the count was only 
1,822 in the last four years of 
the Modi government.

On deportation, Con-
gress spokesperson Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala re-
called three replies given by 
the Home Ministry in Rajya 
Sabha on three different 
occasions in 2008, 2016 and 
2018. These replies given in 
Parliament state that 88,792 
Bangladeshi nationals were 
deported between 2005 
and 2013 (during UPA rule). 
The reply also stated that 

from 2014 to 2017, 1,822 
Bangladeshi nationals were 
deported during the NDA 
rule.

The first reply was in Oc-
tober 2008 by then Minister 
of State for Home Affairs V. 
Radhika Selvi (from DMK, 
UPA-I). She had said the 
number of deported Bang-
ladeshis in 2005 was 14,916. 
In 2006, it was 13,692 and 
in 2007, the number was 
12,135.

The second reply was 
given by minister of state 
Kiren Rijiju on March 9, 
2016 in Rajya Sabha (from 
2008 to 2014) and the third 
reply was given again by 
Rijiju on March 14, 2018 for 
the period 2013 to 2017.

Surjewala also accused 
Amit Shah and Modi gov-
ernment of duplicity, de-

ception, and double-speak. 
Daring Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and Shah 
to clarify their stance on 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, 2016, Surjewala said: 
"On one side, they are shed-
ding crocodile tears on NRC 
and claiming deportation 
of foreigners, and on the 
other, Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill, 2016 seeks to give 
citizenship to foreigners 
undoing the entire process 
of NRC."

"Instead of fooling the 
people, Modi, Shah and 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal must 
answer whether they sup-
port the NRC process or 
whether they support the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, 2016 as both are directly 
in conflict with each other. 

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya, has written to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi asking the central gov-
ernment ‘to extend all pos-
sible help’ even as Nagaland  
struggles to deal with a trail 
of destruction left by inces-
sant monsoon rain during 
the past few weeks. 

A Raj Bhavan press re-
lease on Saturday stated 
that the governor had in-
formed Modi that the gov-
ernment of Nagaland was 
exerting all efforts to restore 
the state’s damaged infra-
structure and to ensure re-
lief and rehabilitation.

“However, the state is 
unable to address the chal-
lenges due to lack of re-
sources, lack of adequate 

machineries and equip-
ment and also due to poor 
connectivity. Hence, sup-
port of the central gov-
ernment is very much re-
quired.”

Acharya informed Modi 
that landslides, floods and 
water logging in the urban 
areas have claimed sev-
eral lives besides causing 
destruction to property. 
‘He also added that due to 
heavy landslides and soil 
erosion, many districts have 
been cut off from the rest of 
the country while essential 
infrastructures like power 
supply lines, communica-
tion networks etc., have 
been damaged. Supplies of 
essential commodities to all 
the district headquarters in-
cluding petroleum products 

have not been possible and 
stocks are getting depleted,’ 
it added. 

Donation 
It was also informed that 
Acharya had arranged es-
sential commodities like 
rice, lentils, refined oil, sug-
ar, tin milk and tea leaves to 
be to distributed to needy 
members of the public in 
Kiphire district. The district 
has been completely cut off 
from the rest of the state 
due to heavy rains, it was 
informed.

“The essential com-
modities will be handed 
over to the district admin-
istration once they reach 
the targeted destination,” 
the Raj Bhavan statement 
stated. 

ANCSU demands proper verification 
of ‘indigenous and ST certificates’
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): The All Nagaland Col-
lege Students’ Union (ANCSU) has asserted 
again its stand that the Nagaland government 
verify the documents of ‘doubtful candidates 
(non-indigenous) through the electoral voters 
list of published on 5/12/1963’ with regard to 
the selection of candidates for MBBS, BDS, and 
other professional courses.

A press release from the union on Saturday 
appealed to ‘all concerned’ to understand the 
situation and cooperate accordingly ‘as the 
genuine indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland 
cannot afford to lose any seats allotted to Na-
galand state.’

“It is to be noted that issuing indigenous 
and ST certificates without proper verifica-
tion is not justified in any manner.  It is clearly 
mentioned in the latest prescribed format of 
indigenous inhabitant certificate issued by the 
P& AR department, that the concerned family 
has been entered in the electoral roll published 
on 5/12/1963 and has been paying house tax 
prior to 1963 and the family has acquired prop-
erty and ‘patta’ prior to 1963. Whereas during 
the course of verification carried out by the 
concerned districts administration, some of the 
doubtful candidates could not be authenticated 
as indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland. 

“And therefore there is no logical end to 
accept them as Indigenous Inhabitants of Na-
galand unless the concerned has fulfilled all 
the above mentioned criteria. The concerned 
doubtful candidates may prove themselves 
genuine Indigenous inhabitant by producing 
relevant documents,” the press release read.

It warned that anyone claiming seats from 
Nagaland quota ‘with fake documents shall be 
responsible for any kind of misunderstandings 
or confrontations in future.’ 

The ANCSU, it stated, ‘in good faith and 
good intention’ will not let any genuine indig-
enous inhabitant be ‘victimised and their future 
jeopardised.’ It stated that the state govern-
ment should take the matter seriously and not 
allot seats to “candidates not enrolled in 1963 
electoral roll (parents/grandparents should be 
enrolled in E-Roll published on 1963).” 

The union has appealed to the government 
of Nagaland to ‘initiate stern action on those 
erring officials issuing ST and indigenous inhab-
itant certificate without proper verification of 
documents.’ According to the ANCSU, the state 
government was yet to ensure that the district 
administrations follow the office memorandum 
of the government of Nagaland, P&AR depart-
ment dated Oct. 4 1995. 

Doyang flood: Nagaland govt. 
issued caution early this year    

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Aug. 4: The gov-
ernment of India had is-
sued a notification directing 
authorities in the country 
to strengthen alarm and 
warning systems for the 
safety of people from sud-
den release of water from 
dams. The notification was 
issued through the govern-
ment’s National Disaster 
Management Authority, in 
New Delhi on October 1, 
2015, updates had stated. 

The Neepco Ltd. au-
thority at the hydro electri-
cal project at Doyang in 
Nagaland was found lacking 
in adhering to the proce-
dures in accordance with 
the order, and despite the 
Nagaland state government 
issuing a similar notification 
to the deputy general man-
ager of DHEP at Wokha on 
Feb. 6, 2018.

This, in light of the cur-
rent crisis caused by increas-

ing levels of water at Doyang 
River, raises the question 
whether the authorities in 
concern have failed to fol-
low the guidelines putting 
in danger the lives of those 
living downstream. 

In another issue, a news 
report by the North East 
Now News on Saturday 
claimed that the Assam po-
lice had arrested a Neepco 
officer from Doyang fol-
lowing an FIR lodged by an 
Assam legislator. However, 
the head of Neepco, DHP, 
Priyabrat Das claimed that 
the news was a false report.
Wokha administration  
on alert 
The annual meeting of 
Wokha District Disaster 
Management Authority 
(WDDMA) was conducted 
here in Wokha deputy com-
missioner’s conference hall 
on Saturday where heads 
of establishments in the 

district attended. Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon questioned 
the departments about how 
effective the work being un-
dertaken in the district was.

Samoon asked the agen-
cies to be alert for any eventu-
ality. He directed the district 
administration as well as the 
subdivision administrations 
to update the authorities 
with information regularly to 
tackle any situation.

It was also informed that 
four relief camps were set 
up in the areas of Bhandari 
and Ralan, where the DC in-
formed that an immediate 
relief aid of food supply will 
be initiated through depart-
ment concerned.

Meanwhile, it was re-
ported the flood caused 
from excessive flow of water 
from the Doyang reservoir 
in the downstream area has 
affected the lives of more 
than 300 people. 

NDPP for state-
wide fund drive for 
CM’s Relief Fund   
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): The central executive 
board of the Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) held an emergency meeting with 
NDPP legislators, including the Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio, on August 4.

According to a press release from the party, 
the following resolutions were adopted: (Given 
verbatim) 

1. All NDPP expresses its deepest condo-
lences to the members of the bereaved families 
who have lost precious lives during the calamities 
that took place in different parts of the State in 
the aftermath of incessant rains. The party also 
expresses its concern towards the citizens whose 
lives have been disrupted due to landslides and 
floods that have adversely impacted the State. 

2. The NDPP extends its appreciation to the 
State Government and all the government agen-
cies for the tireless efforts in executing disaster 
management exercises and combating the forces 
of nature to ease the sufferings of the people. The 
NDPP appreciates the fact that the State Govern-
ment is alive to the situation and all agencies are 
on high alert for facing any eventuality under the 
given circumstances. 

3. The NDPP extends its appreciation to the 
Government of India for positively responding to 
the people of Nagaland by sending the Union MoS 
(Home) Mr. KirenRijiju, who is arriving in the State 
on 5th August, 2018, to take stock of the overall 
situation and review the extent of damage caused 
by the natural calamities.   

4. The NDPP shall carry out a statewide 
fund drive from all rank and file of the party to do-
nate voluntarily in order to contribute towards the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund and donate towards 
relief and rehabilitation of those people who are 
going through difficulties and are suffering due to 
the calamities. 

5. All NDPP MLAs and all NDPP members 
who have been appointed to various government 
positions will contribute one month’s salary to 
the fund drive, which will be donated to the Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund. 

6. The NDPP further appeals to all con-
cerned to come forward and contribute towards 
the CM’s Relief Fund so that the Naga family can 
collectively help each other during this difficult 
period. It is time for all sections to show our con-
cerns with deeds in whatever manner possible 
and share the burden collectively. Let us rise above 
all differences and supports each other in this 
hour of crisis. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 4: The ad-
ditional commissioner and 
secretary for Urban Develop-
ment, Abhishek Singh, took 
to twitter to offer updates 
about the status of highways 
in the state, on Aug. 4. 
1. Kohima-Wokha open to 

traffic. 
2. Wokha-Doyang open to 

buses and light vehicles 
but ‘doubtful’ for loaded 
trucks.

3. Doyang-Mokokchung 
open to traffic.

4. National Highway (NH)-
702D is open to traffic.

5. NH-702A open to traffic; 
Satakha-Chozuba sec-
tion restored and open 
to traffic.

6. NH-2 105km-240km is 
open to traffic.

7. NH-702 0-35 km Chang-
tongya to Longleng 
open to traffic.

8. Chozuba-Thevopisu road 
cleared manually and 
open to light vehicles.



State JD (U) seeks PM intervention on Indo-Naga issue 

Nchangram gets community development plan 

Orgs. flay murder; demand severe 
action against accuse persons 
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Sakuchingmak inaugurates Nchangram Community Development Plan.

KMC appeals citizens to 
minimise waste 
The Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) has informed 
all the residents under Kohima municipality that due 
to landslides many roads are closed at different loca-
tions causing untold problems and hardship to the 
public. In this connection, the council has reminded 
the citizens to minimise waste at source and restrict 
throwing of waste on roadsides as transportation of 
waste to the dumping site is facing untold hardship 
by municipal and ward sanitation committees. The 
council has requested the public to cooperate with 
Municipal in order to keep the town clean.

NTC calls consultative meeting 
The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) has called an 
urgent consultative meeting with the tribal hohos 
and civil societies on Aug. 8 Tourist Lodge in Dimapur, 
at 11 am. NTC general secretary informed that the 
meeting has been convened to discuss on preventive 
measures on the looming influx of illegal immigrants 
in the state after the draft publication of NRC in As-
sam. All the concerned tribal hohos and civil societies 
have been requested to attend with two representa-
tives without fail. 

 NGBF convenes meeting 
The Nagaland Gaon Bura Federation (NGBF) has in-
form all the district GBs association to send five repre-
sentatives each to participate in coordination meeting 
which was being invited by the Ministry of Kilo Affair, 
Government of People’s Republic of Nagaland on Aug. 
10 at 11 am at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur. 

NSBSG invites for applicants
The Nagaland State Bharat Scouts and Guides state 
headquarters training team will be conducting its sec-
ond and final basic course for scout master and guide 
captain for the year 2018. The basic course will begin 
from Sep. 11 to 17th. Anyone who is an Indian citizen 
and has completed 18 years of age with a minimum 
educational qualification of 12th standard can apply 
for the said course. Further queries one may contact 
the State Training Commissioner (Scouts) R Albert 
Solo at 7005288486.

Industrial village convenes 
emegency meeting
The Industrial Village Razhüphe Council has con-
vened an emergency meeting on Tuesday the Aug. 
7 at 1 pm at the residence of its advisor TL Angami. 
Village council members, women organisation, Ga-
onburas and village vigilance are requested to attend 
the meeting. 

Dimapur AERO and 
supervisory officers to meet
The electoral registration officer of Dimapur, Albert 
Ezung has informed all the assistant electoral regis-
tration officers (AERO) and supervisory officers of 
Dimapur district that there will be a meeting in the 
conference hall of the deputy commissioner in Di-
mapur on Aug. 6 at 1 pm.  All the concerned have been 
informed to attend the meeting positively.

NSUI appoints state president 
The National Students’ Union of India (NSUI) which 
is the student wing of Indian National Congress (INC) 
party has appointed Niloboto Sumi as the president of 
NSUI committee Nagaland. Sumi was vice president 
of NSUI Nagaland unit. 
In a press release issued by the NSUI national presi-
dent Fairoz Khan, it stated that the NSUI with the 
approval of Congress president Rahul Gandhi has ap-
pointed Sumi as the state NSUI committee president. 

Peren DC informs dept. heads 
In view of the forthcoming Independence Day cel-
ebration on Aug. 15, the deputy commissioner of 
Peren, S Tainiu, has informed that there will be mass 
social work on Aug. 8 at 9 am onwards. All the heads 
of offices under Peren district are directed to ensure 
strict compliance and attendance of all staff.  All the 
departments are requested to mobilise every available 
resource like machineries, tools, and implements at 
their disposal and also arrange necessary refresh-
ments for their respective departments. The sub divi-
sional officer (civil) Sadar is being entrusted to collect 
attendance from all departments. Failure on the part 
of any departmental staff of non-participation will be 
viewed seriously and action will be initiated.

ADC Noklak convenes on 
SDPDB meeting
The Noklak Sub-Divisional Planning and Develop-
ment Board monthly meeting has been on Aug. 8 in 
the Khiamniungan Tribal Council Hall at 11 am. All the 
board members are requested to attend the meeting.

Phek DPDB meeting postponed
The vice chairman of District Board and Development 
Board Phek, Orenthung Lotha, has informed that the 
board meeting for the month of August has been post-
poned till further date. It has been postponed as per 
the instruction of the board chairman and in the view 
of Independence Day celebration on Aug. 15. 

Wokha monitoring committee 
emergency meeting
The Wokha Maraju Monitoring cum Vigilance Com-
mittee through has convened an emergency meeting 
at 11 am on Aug. 6 in the LTC hall in Wokha. All the 
frontal organisation of Lotha and the committee 
members are requested to attend the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The inaugural programme 
of Nchangram Community 
Development Plan (CDP) 
under North East Rural 
Livelihood Project (NERLP) 
was held at the Community 
Hall at Nchangram village 
on Aug. 2. 

According to a press 
release received here on 
Saturday, the extra assistant 
commissioner of Tening, 
Sakuchingmak, lauded the 
villagers of their hard work 
and for going organic. He 
encouraged them to take 
assistance of government 
departments, NERLP and 
market their organic pro-
duce to bigger markets. He 
also urged the villagers to 
have a maintenance plan 
like pipes and constructed 
tanks within the village.

DPM NERLP Peren, Ru-
uvilie Kotsu, spoke about 
the importance of conser-
vation of water catchment 
area and briefed them of 

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
Various oegnaisations 
have condemned the kip-
nap and murder of Ku-
mugha Chishi, a15 year 
old boy for ransom  at Lo-
tovi village in Dimapur on 
June 30.
WSH: The Western Sumi 
Hoho (WSH) while con-
demning the murder of 
Kumugha Chishi,  son 
of chairman Lotovi Vil-
lage Council, who was 
kidnapped for ransom 
and murdered, demanded  
punishment of the highest 
degree on the perpetrators 
with no leniency.

In a press release is-
sued by the hoho general 
secretary received here 
on Saturday, stated “our 
compassion and forgiving 
spirit has only harvested 
more boldness and more 
crimes which have been 
taken for granted by some 
anti-socials from our com-
munity and immigrants 
residing in our land.” The 
hoho asserted that time 
has come to set things 
straight in a right perspec-
tive and a befitting ac-

tion shall be taken in due 
course of time.

The WSH has warned 
not to bail out those ac-
cused under any circum-
stances and further cau-
tioned that anyone bailing 
out the accused persons 
will be doing at their own 
risk.

KGPO: While appre-
ciating the efforts made 
by the police in coordi-
nation with the special 
branch and the public of 
Kuhuboto area in arrest-
ing the culprits involved 
in kidnapping and murder 
of Kumugha Chishi son 
of Ahokhe Chishi of Lo-
tovi village, the Kuhuboto 
Ghakhu Publiv Organisa-
tion (KGPO)has strongly 
objected the release of the 
accused persons.

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
urged to law enforcing 
agency to put all efforts 
and spare no means to 
punish the culprits as 
deemed fit . Condemning 
such heinous crime, the 
KGPO further urged the 
concerned authority to 
award exemplary punish-

ment to the culprits. 
TSUD: The Tenyimi 

Students’ Union Dimapur 
(TSUD) has condemned 
the kidnapping and mur-
der of Kumugha Chishi, 
on July 30 at Lotovi village 
in Dimapur. 

The union appealed 
to the administration, law 
enforcing agencies, and 
special investigation team 
to award the murderers a 
befitting punishment ac-
cording to the law. Further, 
the union conveyed con-
dolences to the bereaved 
families.

DDFRA: The Dimapur 
District Football Referee 
Association (DDRFA) has 
expressed sadness and 
grief over the death demise 
of Kumugha Chishi, son of 
Ahokhe Chishi, council 
chairman of Lotovi Village 
also a member of DDFRA. 
The association extended 
its sympathy to the family. 
Further, the association 
has appealed to the law 
enforcement agency to 
book the culprit as per the 
relevant section of the law 
at the earliest. 

Bhandari ADC issue 
commuters advisory 
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The additional deputy 
commissioner of Bhanda-
ri, Tiameren Chang, had 
informed the residents, 
farmers, and vehicular pas-
sengers in the downstream 
villages of Bhandari-Mer-
apani-Golaghat areas to 
avoid the Doyang River 
bank till further advisory 
for safety.

According to DIPR re-
port, there is excessive ac-

cumulation of water in the 
Doyang water reservoir due 
to incessant rain and flash 
flood in the upstream Kohi-
ma area over the past days.

The North Eastern Elec-
tric Power Corporation en-
gineers are monitoring the 
water level round the clock 
and to maintain the water 
level in the reservoir, wa-
ter is released periodically 
from the spillway gates, it 
stated.

GPRN UT-I recovers 
two wheeler
Dimapur, Aug. 3 (EMN): 
The GPRN Union Ter-
ritory-I (UT) has recov-
ered a two wheeler—Ba-
jaj Pulsar 150 cc, black 
a n d  b l u e  i n  c o l o u r 
bearing chasis number 
MD2A11C20FCH83939, 
a n d  e n g i n e  n u m b e r 
DHZCFH58294. A press 
release from the MIP to 

GPRN informed on Sat-
urday. Rightful owner has 
been informed to claim by 
producing proper docu-
ments at the UT-I office 
during the office hour 
within one week from the 
date of publication of the 
news. The concerned may 
contact the UT-I secretary 
at 8014620571.

State instates media 
accreditation committee 
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
State government has con-
stituted the Nagaland news 
media accreditation com-
mittee under the Nagaland 
News Media Accreditation 
Rules (Revised) 2017.

According to a notifica-
tion from the directorate of 
Information And Public Re-
lation, the committee would 
be headed by the state chief 
secretary as chairperson 
along with IPR commis-
sioner and secretary as vice 
chairman and Dzuvinuo 
Theunuo- IPR joint director, 

Mhalezolie Kire- editor of 
Capi, K Temjen Jamir- edi-
tor of Tir Yimyim, K Wapong 
Longkumer- editor of East-
ern Mirror, press club presi-
dents of Kohima, Dimapur, 
Mokokchung as members, 
and director of IPR as mem-
ber secretary.

The tenure, offices, pro-
ceedings and function of 
the committee would oper-
ate and exercise as incorpo-
rated in the Nagaland News 
Media Accreditation Rules 
(Revised) 2017, the notifica-
tion added.

Kohima 
admn. 
removes 
water pipes 
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN):  
With the expiry of seven 
days notice, which was 
issued on July 27 to the 
individual water drawers 
for removal of their water 
pipes from the drains, the 
district administration of 
Kohima in collaboration 
with Police, EE (PHE), EE 
(PWD) South, Old Minis-
ter Hill Panchayat and in 
presence of T Khel Youth 
Organisation of Kohima 
village on Aug. 4 cleared 
and removed of water 
pipes which were block-
ing drains and culverts at 
Old Minister Hill area be-
tween KMC Chau Parking 
and Jail Colony junction.

The ADC also ex-
pressed her apprecia-
tion to the T Khel Council 
and youth organisation 
and the Panchayat of Old 
Minister Hill for extend-
ing their cooperation and 
support towards the exer-
cise for the safety of the 
general public.

Educated unemployed union 
to check illegal activities
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
Coordination commit-
tee of Educated Unem-
ployed Union of Naga-
land (EUUN), Dimapur 
unit, in an emergency 
meeting on Aug. 4, has 
seriously taken note of 
various social evil prac-
tices such as issuing il-
legal fake certificates and 
documents by various 
individuals, institutes 
and academics.

In the interest of the 
educated unemployed 
youth, the union has 
decided to undertake 
checking of illegal prac-
tices and activities in in-
stitutes and academics 
in and around Dimapur. 
The union president, H 
Pito Yepthom further 
warned that strict action 
would be taken against 
the defaulters as per the 
law.

STATE

Senchumo Lotha, KC Tyagi and Afaque Ahmed Khan submitting the representation to the Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh in New Delhi on August 3.

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
Nagaland unit of the Ja-
nata Dal (United) has ap-
pealed the Government of 
India to urgently convene 
a special session of Parlia-
ment towards finding an 
honourable, acceptable 
and inclusive solution to 
the Indo-Naga peace proc-
ess.

In a representation 
submitted to the prime 
minister of India through 
the Home minister, state 
JD (U) president Senchu-
mo (NSN) Lotha and the 
general secretary Kitoho 
S Rotokha have sought 
immediate intervention of 
the former by citing gene-
alogy of the Naga political 
movement.

It made reference to a 
memorandum submitted 
to the British Statutory 
Commission known as 
Simon Commission by the 
Naga Club way back on 
January 10, 1929. In the 
memorandum, Naga peo-

ple strongly pointed out 
to the British government 
of India not to include the 
then Naga Hills within the 
reformed scheme of India 
citing historical and pecu-
liar socio-political system 
of the Naga people which 
is quite different from the 
rest of India and requested 
the then British Govern-

ment of India to ‘leave the 
Nagas alone.’ 

It mentioned that the 
then Naga Hill District, 
which was created by the 
then British India Govern-
ment way back in 1866 
covered all the Naga his-
torical and traditional ter-
ritories. It added that large 
track of Naga lands cover-

ing an area of approxi-
mately 12,883,07 sq.km 
were systematically trans-
ferred to the then Sibsagar 
and Nowgong districts of 
undivided Assam for ad-
ministrative conveniences, 
which are still clandes-
tinely occupied by Assam. 

JD (U) also cited in-
stance in which the Naga 

people under the banner 
of Naga National Council 
(NNC) agreed to enter into 
a ‘Nine Point Agreement’ 
with the Emissaries of the 
Government of India and 
the then governor of As-
sam, Akbar Ali Hydari, and 
Gopinath Bordoloi, the 
then Premier of Assam 
from June 27-29, 1947, 
at Kohima prior to the 
declaration of India’s In-
dependence. Besides, it 
mentioned about ‘Nagas 
Plebiscite in 1951’ and the 
’16 Point Agreement’ with 
GOI in 1962. 

The representation 
also mentioned of Jayapra-
kash Narayan, founder of 
Janata Party and one of 
the members of the Peace 
Mission formed in 1964, 
in bringing the warring 
Nagas to the Union or In-
dia under ceasefire agree-
ment. 

It stated that succes-
sive governments’ at the 
centre attempts to resolve 

the protracted Indo-Naga 
issue led to ceasefire agree-
ment in July 1997, and in 
August 2001 with various 
groups of Naga national 
leaders. It also mentioned 
of the framework agree-
ment with the NSCN (IM) 
on August 3 2015, and 
peace process negotiation 
with NNPGs on November 
17 2017. 

To expedite the Indo-
Naga peace process, state 
unit of JD (U) had staged 
a ‘dharna’ in New Delhi on 
July 9.

With no tangible out-
come as expected by the 
Naga people despite the 
prime minister’s declara-
tion to resolve the Naga 
issue within 18 months, 
JD (U) has sought his im-
mediate intervention by 
convening special session 
of Parliament for an hon-
ourable, acceptable and 
inclusive solution to the 
Naga issue without further 
delay. 

Mimi students call on governor; seek improvement of rural economy 

Mimi student leaders with PB Acharya at Raj Bhavan in Kohima on Aug. 3.

Dimapur, Aug 4 (EMN): 
The Mimi Students Union 
led by its president called 
on the governor of Naga-
land, PB Acharya on Aug. 
3 at Raj Bhavan in Kohima 
and submitted a represen-
tation for the welfare of the 
populace living along the 
international boundary. 

A press release receive 
from Raj Bhavan stated 
that the student leaders 
expressed their grateful-
ness to the Government 
of India for selection of 
Kiphire district as aspira-
tional district and hoped 
that it will be at par with 
other districts in the days 
ahead.  

Submitting a repre-

sentation to the governor 
for his intervention, the 
student leaders stated that 
equal importance should 
be given to all villages un-
der the ‘Aspirational Dis-
trict programme.’ 

The union apprised 
the governor that NST bus 
service from Pungro town 
to Mimi village was inau-
gurated on Nov. 1, 2000, 
however the buses have 
not been plying till date. 
They also highlighted that 
the International Trade 
Centre at Mimi was yet to 
take off thought the village 
has being selected for es-
tablishment of ITC along 
with Longwa, Pangsha 
and Avangkhu.  

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
sought support of the 
governor in inviting vari-
ous NGOs and human 
resource development to 
sensitize on improvement 
of rural economy to the 
people living in the area. 

G over nor  Achar ya 
called the students’ union 
to play a proactive role 
in developing their area. 
He informed them about 
various central and state 
government schemes and 
welfare programmes for 
the benefit of rural peo-
ple. He encouraged the 
union to visit villages in 
their area and identify the 
beneficiaries for all round 
development 

Dimapur, August 4 (EMN): 
Yimchungrü Tribal Council 
(YTC) has expressed grief 
over the loss of the school 
children that were swept 
away in the Dzuchru River, 
under Kohima district and 

Aghunato, under Zunhe-
boto district.  The YTC fur-
ther appreciated the locali-
ties and the Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NSDMA) for their 
swift in timely action. 

YTC mourns death of children

the activities of NERLP in 
the district. He said that 
NERLP support to the Self 
Help Groups (SHG) across 
the district as seed fund 
and livelihood funds is 14 
crores. Further, he added 
that the savings of the SHGs 
amounts to about INR 4.5 
cr. till July 2018, with bank 
credit link to 130 SHG with 
regularly repayment.

Also, Kotsu spoke about 
the producers’ group and 
producers’ organisation 

where Nchangram village 
is a part of it. He said that 
the advantages and ben-
efits the producers’ group 
is that it can avail from 
NERLP. Youth skill training 
and placement on various 
trades were also briefed to 
the villagers where unem-
ployed youths in the village 
from 18-30 years can opt 
for any trade supported by 
the project.

Gaon Bura Wingam, ap-
plauded NERLP of the vari-

ous benefits availed from 
the project and the water 
supply system scheme un-
der the CDP which was a 
long dream of the villag-
ers. He also expressed that 
NERLP is a project which 
is working closely with the 
village community in the 
grass-root level aiming to 
improve the livelihood of 
the villagers and increase 
their income by taking up 
income generating activi-
ties.

The press release men-
tioned that the total cost 
of the project was INR 11, 
88, 000 where NERLP con-
tributed INR 10, 00, 000 
and an amount of INR 1, 
88, 000 was contributed by 
the community in terms of 
labour and materials. The 
Nagaland Development 
Outreach project imple-
mented under Liangmai 
Baptist Association sup-
ported the villagers with a 
village’s reservoir tank.
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JVC speaks out on KSC land encroachment issue 

Neepco clarifies on Doyang water catchment

Food safety team detects ‘colours’ in chilli powder

Road clearance underway in Wokha dist.

GHC dismisses case against 
backdoor appointment 

Kohima town hotel union 
elects new office bearers

AR interacts with VGs and Ziphu village leaders

Vandalisim of govt. buildings in Jotsoma village jurisdiction will be dealt with seriously

state

Chilli powder added with ‘unpermitted colours’ seized at 
Supermarket, Kohima on Aug. 4.

AR officials  along with VG and village leaders of Ziphu village, Phek.

PWD staff and village council members during road clearance work along Sanis–Moilan road.

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): The Jot-
soma Village Council (JVC) today re-
sponded to the All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCUS) ultimatum 
on April 24, 2018 where the students’ 
body threatened to take ‘vigorous 
agitation against land encroachment 
in Kohima Science College, Jotsoma 
that would include vandalizing the 
three government buildings viz. DD 
Kendra, PHED and RCEMPA located 
within the acquired land of the KSC as 
an example for those encroaching the 
college land’. 

 The JVC, through an elaborate 
press statement appended by its 
Chairman, Mego Nagi and Secretary 
Pfüdolhoulie Rino, clarified on the 
historical as well as the legal aspect 
of the matter to the general public. 
The council warned all concerned 
that ‘act of vandalism as proposed by 
the ANCSU within the jurisdiction 
of Jotsoma village, even to the extent 
of breaking a single window pane or 
pelting a stone on the buildings men-
tioned by them will be taken as an in-
sult and direct challenge to the village 
and action shall be taken against the 
perpetrators of such actions individu-
ally as per Naga customary practice. 

The Council, while admitting 
that that certain pockets of the ac-
quired area of the college has been 
encroached by certain land owners, 
stated that the issue at hand is not 
simply encroaching of college land, 
but is much more intense and have 
wider implications which needs to be 
dealt in the right perspective without 
ignoring the legalities.
a brief history behind KsC land ac-
quisition 
The people of Jotsoma with a vision 
for better and higher education for 
the Nagas donated 50 acres of land 
free of costs for the establishment 
of Kohima Science College in 1962 
when some prominent Naga lead-
ers requested them. Subsequently, 
in 1967, the then government led 
by “L.Lungalung, Zopianga and T. 
Haralu” requested the villagers for 
more land telling the villagers that a 
day will come when the state will have 
to establish its own university at this 
very place. 

“The villagers accordingly allowed 
government to acquire an area of 
131.78 acres at a token compensa-
tion of INR 0.03 naya paise per sq. ft. 
Therefore, the total land acquired for 

the college was 181.78 acres including 
the donated portion,” the Jotsoma Vil-
lage Council stated. 
Genesis of the encroachment 
As the college came up, the infra-
structures and communications were 
improved. The college are attracted 
settlers which impelled rampant al-
lotment of land by the authorities to 
people of their choice. The Jotsoma 
Village Council took up the issue of 
this rampant land allotment with the 
authoirties since from the 1980s. 

In 1986 Govt. issued the first order 
banning land allotment in govern-
ment college campuses  vide Order 
NO.EDS(HTE)-23/86 dt 3/10/86; but, 
the allotment remained unabated.  

In 1990, the Council once again 
wrote to government which resulted 
in the formation of a High Powered 
Committee led by Prof. T. Chuba, the 
then Minister (Higher and Technical 
Education) and the HPC Nov. 14 1990 
determined that“land belonging to 
Science College shall not be allotted 
to any organisation/individuals other 
than for the purpose of expansion of 
Science College.  

Thereafter, the Govt. issued as 
many as 9 Notifications/OMs ban-

ning allotment of government land 
starting with OM No.GAB-2/6/87 Dt. 
15th Sept.‘92 and the last being OM 
No. LR/2-21/88 dt. 8/7/2009. Out of 
these Notifications, as many as 5 No-
tifications indicated that the officials 
who allotted government land shall 
be held responsible and disciplinary 
proceedings shall be initiated against 
the concerned officials. 

“Despite the decision of the HPC 
banning allotment of college land 
and all the subsequent Notifications, 
allotment of land at Kohima Science 
College Jotsoma remained unabated 
till 2009,” the JVC disclosed. 

  Apart from the land allotment 
to individuals and organisations, 
the government also allotted land to 
different departments - the PHED, 
DD Kendra and RCEMPA - which the 
council viewed as a violation of the 
very intent and purpose for which the 
land was acquired.  
the Jotsoma Village Council’s stance   
The Jotsoma Village Council stated 
that, as far as the encroachment of 
the land is concerned, it has time and 
again notified the Government that 
unless rampant allotment of land is 
brought to a stop, otherwise land-

owners may reclaim their land. But 
since the allotment of land remained 
unabated, some landowners were 
prompted to take back their land 
claiming that they have better title 
over the land than to let the Govt allot 
it to the public. 

“This claim, though the Council 
do not encourage is also legally in 
consonance with the existing law 
under Sec.8 of the Nagaland Land 
(Requisition & Acquisition) Act 1965,” 
the JVC stated.   In this connection, 
the release stated that the Jotsoma Vil-
lage Council through a representation 
on July, 16 2018, while pledging its un-
flinching support to the Government 
in respect of reclaiming the 181.78 
acres of the land belonging to Ko-
hima Science College, Jotsoma,  had 
requested the State Government “to 
immediately cancel all the allotment 
of land made after the HPC decision 
of 14th Nov. 1990”. 

Further, the release stated that 
the Council had also requested the 
Government to publish “the name 
of all officials who had allotted land 
in violation of all the Notifications & 
OMs banning allotment of govern-
ment land and initiate disciplinary 

action against all the erring officials 
as notified,”  The Council further ob-
served that unless these actions are 
taken, any action of eviction against 
the encroachers without cancellation 
of illegal allotment orders/pattas or 
any simultaneous action of evicting 
occupants of illegal allotments along 
with the so called encroachers will 
create law and order problems. 

The release asserted that the vil-
lage council is always ready to cooper-
ate with the government authorities 
to extend ‘the extent of taking the full 
responsibility to let the landowners 
return back the land to the college 
for future development as agreed in 
1967’. But it laid down the condition 
that the government should “cancel 
and evict all those who were allotted 
land illegally and in contravention of 
the HPC decision and the Notifica-
tions & OMs banning government 
land allotment”. 

Therefore, the JVC informed all 
concern that act of vandalism as pro-
posed by ANCSU within the jurisdic-
tion of Jostoma village will be taken as 
an insult and direct challenge to the 
village and action will be initiated as 
per Naga customary practice. 

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): The North 
Eastern Electric Power Corporation 
Ltd (Neepco) today clarified that the 
recent flood in the Golaghat District 
is due to unprecedented rainfall in the 
entire catchment of Dhansiri river of 
which the Doyang catchment is only 
a part of it. 

A press release issued by the Sr. 
Manager (CC), L.A. Kharmawphlang, 
gave a technical explanation about 
the working system of the Doyang HE 
Plant in Wokha district developed by 
NEEPCO on Doyang.  

“The Project comprises of 92 m 
high rock-fill Dam having live storage 
capacity of 216.5 MCum at EL 324.0 M 
and intercepting a catchment area of 
2606 sq.km,” the release stated while 
adding that the entire quantum of 
power from the plant has been allo-
cated to all seven states of NE Region 
where Assam has a share allocation 
of 43.8 %.

The release informed that, for bet-
ter coordination for early warning and 
flood forecast and to discuss the mo-
dalities of flood preparedness, a meet-
ing was convened on May 17 2018 by 
DDMA, Golaghat with Neepco. 

“The meeting focused mainly 
upon the early and effective warn-
ing regarding rise of water level and 
release of excess water from the 
Project. Due to Incessant rainfall 
in the upper catchment area, the 
reservoir water level started increas-
ing abruptly since 25.07.2018,” the 
release stated.  

Through the press release, Neepco 
made it understood that the inflow to 
the “Doyang reservoir was more than 
600 Cum/Sec since 27.07.2018 and 
it went more than 1150 Cm/Sec on 
31.07.2018 which is much higher than 
the normal range of inflow” which ne-
cessitated the release of excess water 
by opening the gates.  

“NEEPCO had to open the radial 
gates at 5:30 hrs of 27.07.2018 to re-
lease the excess water in controlled 
manner,” the release stated while 
adding that the excess water beyond 
the “capacity of the reservoir flows to 
the downstream area which cannot 
be absorbed by the reservoir”. 

“It is clear that the Doyang Dam 
cannot absorb the water beyond its 
capacity at any point of time and 
rather, Doyang Dam did contribute to 

flood moderation to its present water 
holding capacity upto EL 324.0 M,” 
the release stated. 

In this regard, the Neepco stated 
that the information in regard to 
“the increase of water of water level 
has been shared with the Golaghat 
District Disaster Management Au-
thority on regular basis as decided 
in the meeting held on 17.05.2018 
at conference hall of DC office, 
Golaghat”. 

“The recent flood in the Golaghat 
District is due to unprecedented 
rainfall in the entire catchment of 
Dhansiri river of which the Doyang 
catchment is only a part”, stated the 
release while adding that ‘due to the 
existence of Doyang storage reservior, 
‘the flood peak is getting moderated 
to the extent the capacity of the res-
ervoir permits’. 

It further stated that Doyang 
Project authority is maintaining a 
close contact with the concerned 
District administration and informa-
tion regarding release of excess water 
through the spillway gate is being 
shared well in advance enabling ac-
tual flood forecasting. 

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): 
Continuing on with its 
campaign for ensuring 
food safety in the society, 
the  District Food Safety 
Team carried out an in-
spection drive at T. Khel 

Market and Supermarket in 
Kohima on Sat. Aug. 4 2018. 

A press note received 
here today informed that 
during the course of in-
spection drive, the team 
tested fruits, fresh fish, KG-2716

salted dry fish and chilli 
powder. 

The team detected for-
malin in the fried fishes and 
harmful unpermitted ‘col-
ours’ in the chilli powder. 

 Chilli powder sample 
collected from local vendor 
at both the market were 
found added with ‘colours’. 
in this regard, 15 packets 
from T. Khel market and 22 
packets from Supermarket 
were seized. 

The team even took 
samples of ‘salted dried-
fish’ from Super Market 
which tested positive of 
being laced with formalin. 
Consequently, 850 grams of 
dried fish were seized, the 
press release stated.

Meanwhile, the desig-
nated officer, Dr. Ritu Thurr 
expressed appreciation to 
the Angami Youth Organi-
sation officials, reporters 
from News 18, and North-
east Live Channel for ren-
dering their presence and 
assistance throughout the 
inspection.

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): 
Road clearances have been 
undertaken at several lo-
cations in Wokha in the 
wake of major landslides 
on roadsides blocking the 
passage of vehicles. An up-
date from the department 
of Information and Pub-
lic Relations on Saturday 
informed that landslides 
clearances had been going 
on for the past one week in 
Baghty division under the 
supervision of executive 
engineer, Road & Bridges. 

According to the up-
dates, JCBs were deployed 
along with departmental 
staff to expedite the clear-
ance. 

The updates further 
mentioned that Doyang– 
Okotso road clearance 
started on August 2 and 
was supervised by junior 
engineer, Zanao.

Also, the IPR informed 
that during the clearance 
work along Sanis-Moilan 

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): The Kohima Bench of the Gauhati High 
Court on Aug. 3 dismissed the writ petition filed by the Public 
Service Aspirants of Nagaland (PSAN) and the Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation (ACAUT) against 706 backdoor appoint-
ments.   The court, in its judgment, observed that the petitioners 
(PASN and ACAUT) will have to show that they are aggrieved by 
the appointments made and ruled that they have ‘to give mate-
rial particulars to challenge the appointments made, keeping in 
mind the relevant recruitment rules’.  

The court ruled that the petition is “not maintainable in its 
present form.”  However, the petitioners - ACAUT and ACAUT 
and Nitoka V Swu (of PSAN) - have been given the liberty to 
make a fresh challenge to the appointments of the impleaded 
respondents and other persons as per law, as the present writ 
petition has not been dismissed on merit, but only on the issue 
of maintainability.  Justice Michael Zothankhuma ruled that the 
petitioners would have to show that they were aggrieved by the 
appointments and provide material particulars to challenge the 
appointments. He ruled that the petitioners had made a sweep-
ing challenge to appointments made in various grades across 
25 departments and sought to brush them aside at one go, the 
judge said it was very difficult to sift through the facts of the in 
the absence of complete material facts. 

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): Kohima 
Town Hotels’ Union (KTHU) has 
elected new team of office bear-
ers for a period of three years. 

The election of the new of-
fice bearers was taken during its 
general body meeting on Aug. 4 
in the conference hall of Hotel 
Japfü in Kohima.

The new team would be 
headed by Khrielakuo Sekhose as 
president, Tsuknungtemsu Jamir 
as vice president, Atanu Theyo as 
general secretary, Qhevili Swu as 
joint secretary, Theyiehu Rutsa 
as finance secretary, and K Sahu 
Angami as treasurer. 

The outgoing president N 
Theyo has been requested to be 
its advisor.

Other members of the ex-
ecutive body are Zasilhoulie, 
Rüüzolie Khate, John Megh, 
Akhuzo, Toki, Khriezo Suokhrie, 

Binod, Angunuo, Yongchem, and 
Ayong.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the outgoing president 
N Theyo, informed the house 
that he took over charge as 
president from Setso Usou in 
the year 2002 and was able to 
register with the government 
during his tenure.

 He also informed that yearly 
membership fee of INR100 
and registration fee of INR 500 
was yet to be cleared by many 
members. 

In his acceptance speech, 
the new president Khrielakuo 
Sekhose urged the members 
to work as a team as he said, 
“things are achieved with team 
work.” 

He looked forward to a pros-
perous team work with the new 
executive members.

Dimapur, aug. 4 (eMN): The 
Phek Battalion of Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(N) conducted a meeting on 
August 3 with village guards 
and village leaders at Ziphu 
in Phek. 

A press release from the 
IGAR (north) on Saturday has 
informed that the aim of the 
interaction was to address 
issues pertaining illegal activi-
ties which are a threat to secu-
rity and the need to be alert for 
the upcoming Independence 
Day celebration.

They were also asked to 
report any untoward incident 
resulting out of incessant rain-
fall.  The village guards assured 
of full cooperation and sup-
port in furtherance of peace 
and security in the district. 40 
people attended the meeting, 
the press release added.

Also, the Chieswema Bat-

road on August 3, the de-
partmental staff personnel 
were assisted by village 
council members from the 
adjoining villages. 

The updates informed 

that the works had been 
going on at Sanis-Moilan 
road under the supervision 
of the sub divisional officer 
M Simon Humtsoe.

In the updates, the ex-

ecutive engineer (R&B), 
Mhathung Kikon stated 
that clearance work along 
Sanis– Lakhuti–Akuk–Me-
kukla had started on Au-
gust 4.

talion of Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of HQ IGAR (north) 
conducted an interaction 
program at Pfutsero in Phek 
on Aug. 3. 

A press release from the 
IGAR (north) stated, ‘it was 
jointly resolved that the local 
population will support and 
assist to promptly report any 

event of illegal activities in 
and around Pfutsero and ad-
joining villages.’ 

21 village heads from Khe-
zakheno, Pfutsero, Zapami, 
Lesumi, Phesachudama, 
Tsupfume, Mesulumi, and 
Zelomi Village under Pfutsero 
sub-division of Phek district 
attended the event.
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Manipur University: Teachers, staffs, and 
students continue with hunger strike

Manipur steps up vigilance against 
persons displaced from Assam

Tripura’s new job policy: 
State to fill 9,424 posts

Oil India awards 
INR 20 lakh to 
sprinter Hima Das

Mizo students’ group slams govt. for not 
taking steps to prevent influx from Assam

Student bodies of Karbi Anglong visit Assam-Nagaland border

‘Ker Puja’ of Tripura’s tribal  
begins with novel traditions

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The teachers, staffs, and 
students of Manipur Uni-
versity continued to stage 
relay hunger strike inside 
the university campus on 
Saturday after the police 
reportedly removed the 
temporary shed for hold-
ing relay hunger strike 
from the main gate of Ma-
nipur University in the 

intervening night of Fri-
day and Saturday, sources 
said.

On Friday, police also 
prevented a proposed ‘si-
lent solidarity rally’ by po-
litical party leaders on the 
ground of imposing pro-
hibitory orders under Sec-
tion 144 of CrPc in the dis-
trict to prohibit any form 
of rallies or procession by 
the District Magistrate of 

Imphal West district.
It may be mentioned 

that the phase wise relay 
hunger strike was started 
from July 9, when the im-
passe in the University 
entered its 41st day.

The academic activi-
ties at the central univer-
sity have been severely 
affected since May 30 
after Manipur University 
Students Union (MUSU) 

l a u n c h e d  i n d e f i n i t e 
shutdown demanding 
removal of Pandey who 
has been charged over 
15 allegations of finan-
cial and administrative 
irregularities, including 
regular “unofficial” tours 
and violation of the uni-
versity act. 

The agitation was sup-
ported by Manipur Uni-
versity Teachers Associa-

EM Images

Agitating teachers, staff members, and students of Manipur University seen here during their hunger strike inside the campus on Saturday.

  Mirror Crossword 1899sud0ku 1739
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Employees
 6. Consumes
 10. European mountain range
 14. Earth
 15. 13 in Roman numerals
 16. Lyric writer
 17. Space at the top of a house
 18. Latin for “Bear”
 19. Skin disease
 20. Revokes
 22. Genus for Barbary ape
 24. Member of the lily family
 25. Sloped from the horizontal
 26. Clothes enclosure
 29. Instance of occurrence
 30. Unhewn pieces of timber
 31. Countable
 37. Units of area
 39. Recede
 40. Animal’s scent
 41. Mobility device
 44. ____ Alto, California
 45. Deservedly receive
 46. Heart arteries
 48. Social upstart
 52. Protects animals
 53. Sharpness
 54. Hobbies
 58. Needles
 59. Is obligated
 61. Away or apart
 62. Against
 63. Negatives
 64. Opposite of zenith
 65. Know (archaic)
 66. Lively or nimble
 67. The best 

 DOWN
 1. Celebrity
 2. French for “Head”
 3. Products of human creativity
 4. Pieces of meat in a thick sauce
 5. French for “Easy”

 6. Ooze out
 7. Manner or bearing
 8. It is (abbrev.)
 9. Breed of short-haired cat
 10. Swiftly
 11. Of the neighborhood
 12. Pennies (British) 
 13. In place of
 21. Memo
 23. Affirms
 25. Movie deer
 26. Talon
 27. Scottish for “Lake”

 28. Monster
 29. Native of Castro’s island 

country
 32. Former Indian Prime
        Minister
 33. Evaluation
 34. Ship
 35. Singer/dancer ____ Falana
 36. Greek meaning “Sexual 

love”
 38. Freezing rain 
 42. Deep gorges
 43. Slight blows

 47. Gasoline rating
 48. Papaya tree
 49. Small berry seeds
 50. Weaklings
 51. Come as a guest
 52. Impudent
 54. An equal
 55. French for “Noon”
 56. Assemble or modify 

material
 57. Withered
 60. Offensive term for an 

Italian
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tion (MUTA) and Manipur 
University Staffs Associa-
tion (MUSA).

Meanwhile granting 
leave for one-month to 
Vice Chancellor Adya 
Prasad Pandey of Manipur 
University amid demand 
for his removal over al-
leged financial and ad-
ministrative irregulari-
ties evoked sharp reaction 
from MUTA and MUSA.

On Thursday, Regis-
trar in charge of the Ma-
nipur University issued 
an order to grant leave for 
one month from August 
2, 2018 to Prof Pandey as 
authorised by the HRD 
Ministry. 

As per the statute 2(6) 
of the Manipur University 
Act, 2005, the senior most 
Professor shall perform 
the duties of the VC if the 
office of the VC becomes 
vacant, the order said.

Appreciating the move 
of the HRD ministry, Chief 
Minister M Biren had also 
appealed to the agitators 
to call off the strike in the 
interest of the students’ 
community.

Imphal, Aug. 4 (IANS): In compliance 
with the Union Home Minister’s directive, 
the Manipur government has stepped 
up vigilance against persons who will be 
displaced in Assam following the NRC’s 
publication, officials said on Saturday.

Director General of Police L.M. Khau-
te, has instructed police stations in the 
border districts to screen all suspicious 
persons entering Manipur. 

“All police stations in this district are 
alerted. We have formed five teams to 
be on the lookout of suspicious persons 
entering or leaving Manipur,” S. Ibom-
cha, Superintendent of Police or border 
district Tengoupal, said.

The police are handicapped by non-
availability of modern gadgets with the 
result that the Aadhaar cards and other 
documents cannot be examined to see if 
they are genuine. 

“Day and night, police are patrolling 
the routes the migrants may use. Some 
boats are used to patrol along the Jiri 
river,” Moirangthem Mobi, Superintend-
ent of Police of Jiribam district bordering 
Silchar district in Assam, said.

Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren 
Singh, who also holds home portfolio, 
said most of the persons whose names 
cannot be included in the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) of Assam will 
try to come to Manipur.  He had already 
instructed the Jiribam Police to be on alert 
and additional forces had been rushed. 

Joint Committee on Inner Line Per-
mit System have also started checking 
persons who are entering Manipur. Re-
cently, police dismantled over ten bam-
boo bridges across the Jiri river used by 
the illegal migrants while sneaking into 
Manipur.

Agartala, Aug. 4 (PTI): 
The Tripura government 
today said it will fill up 
9,424 vacant posts in dif-
ferent departments soon 
by strictly adhering to the 
new employment policy it 
introduced after coming to 
power in March this year.

Minister for Education 
and Law, Ratan Lal Nath 
said Tripura’s Council of 
Ministers introduced a fair 
recruitment policy replac-
ing the old flawed one to 
provide jobs to the deserv-
ing candidates alone.

We would strictly ad-
here to the new employ-
ment policy of the state. 
All new appointments 
would be made through 
examinations conduct-
ed by the Tripura Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(TPSC), he told reporters 
here yesterday. The BJP-
IPFT government headed 
by Chief Minister Biplab 

Deb imposed embargo 
on all ongoing recruit-
ment processes on March 
10, the very next day after 
it assumed office, citing 
grounds for review.

Restriction on recruit-
ments has been revoked 
recently. We sent a let-
ter to TPSC to conduct 
recruitment procedure 
for 182 Assistant Profes-
sors. Recruitment would 
also be done in over 9,000 
other posts in different 
government departments, 
Nath said. He also said 
that recruitment processes 
initiated by the previous 
Left Front government 
now stand cancelled and 
the process will be started 
shortly. Any candidate 
who has exceeded upper 
age limit for government 
service would be able to 
avail a one-time relaxation 
of age bar, the minister 
said.

Guwahati, Aug. 4 (PTI): 
Hima Das, the first Indian 
to win a gold medal in a 
tract event at the World 
Junior Athletics Champi-
onships in 2018, has been 
awarded a grant of INR 20 
lakh by Oil India Ltd.

The public sector oil 
major’s CMD Utpal Bora 
told reporters here today 
that the financial aid was 
being given to the cham-
pion sprinter, hailing from 
Assam, to help her pre-
pare for upcoming tour-
naments, including the 
Olympics.

Bora also said a schol-
arship of INR 17,000 per 
month was being paid to 
sports persons from As-
sam, including 2018 Un-
der-19 Cricket World Cup 
squad member Riyan 
Parag and promising table 
tennis player Trisha Gogoi.

Aizawl, Aug. 4 (PTI): Mizo 
Zirlai Pawl (MZP), the apex 
Mizo students body, today 
slammed Mizoram gov-
ernment for doing nothing 
to prevent possibility of il-
legal influx from Assam af-
ter publication of National 
Registration of Citizens 
(NRC) and threatened to 
erect check posts along the 
Assam border.

MZP President L Ram-
dinliana Renthlei accused 
the state government of 
remaining a mute specta-
tors while neighbouring 
state governments beefed 
up security and deployed 
additional forces along 
their borders with Assam 
in view of the NRC publi-
cation by the Assam gov-
ernment on July 30 .

“We will erect border 
check posts manned by 
students at Vairengte, Bair-
abi and Saipum if the state 
government fails to de-
ploy additional policemen 
along the Assam border 
by August 15. He added 
that the MZP wanted the 
government not to issue 
Inner Line Permit to those 
not included in the NRC .

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Aug. 4 (EMN): The lead-
ers of various student organisa-
tions of the district, who visited 
Disapur area under Sankartila 
Border Outpost (BoP) inside 
Doldoli State Reserve Forest of 
Karbi Anglong have found large 
scale encroachment of forest 
land inside Doldoli RF by people 
from neighbouring Nagaland 
state and demanded that gov-
ernment should take up eviction 
drive to flush out encroachers 
from forest land.

The leaders of various stu-
dent organisations comprising 
of Karbi Students Association 
(KSA-Inglongpho, Karbi Stu-
dents Union (KSU), All Dimasa 
Students Union (ADSU), Karbi 
Students and Youth Council 
(KSYC) and Diphu Regional Stu-
dents Union of AASU have vis-
ited the border areas of Disapur 
inside Doldoli RF and there 
were reports of fresh encroach-
ment of forest land by people 
from Nagaland.   

In a hurriedly called press 
conference in the evening at 

KSA office, here on Saturday by 
the leaders of the five student 
organisations, KSA president, Bi-
joy Bey said, “on getting reports 
that large scale encroachment is 
taking place inside Doldoli RF, 
our team comprising of leaders 
of KSA, KSU, KSYC, AASU and 
ADSU visited the place and to 
our amazement saw large scale 
of forest land being encroached 
by people from Nagaland. There 
were road constructions, per-
manent building construction, 
playgrounds and agriculture 
activities inside forest land. 

“The encroachment along 
the Assam-Nagaland border 
inside Doldoli RF is not a new 
thing for the Assam government. 
We want to know from the state 
government whether there is 
no development schemes and 
plans for protection of its border 
land, Bey questioned.

ADSU, president, Pabitra 
Nunisa told media persons that 
the last eviction drive taken up 
by Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) was in 2014, 
but during those five years there 

was no eviction drive taken up 
by government and large scale 
encroachment is taking place. 

He said the Nagaland gov-
ernment should also take con-
cern about this development in 
Doldoli RF to stop people from 
entering forest land inside Karbi 
Anglong illegally. He also said 
that the Goverment of Nagaland 
and Assam Government should 
come out with border issue. 

We want to live in peace and 
tranquility. Nunisa also said, the 
government of Nagaland should 
stop people from Nagaland to 
enter Karbi Anglong.  

One of the persons of ADSU, 
who was in the team today, told 
this reporter that in 2014 after 
the eviction drive was done and 
through a mutual understand-
ing between the government of 
Assam and Nagaland had agreed 
to erect border pillars as border 
demarcation.

 But on visiting today found 
those pillars missing. “There 
were border pillars No.1,2,3,4,5 
and 6 erected in 2014. But we 
saw Pillar No.1 laying on the 

ground, while pillars No.2,3,4 
and 5 are missing. Though pillar 
No.6 is there at the place, but 
buried under the thick bushes,” 
he said.

People from Nagaland have 
entered more than 1 k.m. inside 
Doldoli RF encroaching the 
land. They have started building 
permanent buildings and roads, 
he said.

It was also told in the me-
dia conference by the student 
leaders that in 2014 the Assam 
government has decided to 
construct road along the border. 

The DC, Karbi Anglong at 
that time told that money has 
sanctioned for constructing bor-
der road, but till today the roads 
are not seen at all. 

There is no adequate police 
force in BoP and lacking from 
other facilities.

On the other hand KSU, 
president, George Timung 
blamed the Assam police for its 
highhandedness towards the 
student leaders while visiting the 
border today. 

He said, “When we reached 

Doldoli RF, we requested the in-
charge Nath of Sankartila BoP to 
accompany us. But he refused. 
Later, the (Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer (SDPO) along with his 
men came to Lahorijan and 
questioned us why we were here. 

He asked another police 
man to take our names to ar-
rest us. This is what the police 
staying in the border are doing 
to protect the border all these 
years, Timung questioned.

The student leaders de-
manded that pillars should be 
erected and fresh eviction drive 
by State government as well as 
KAAC authority should take up 
immediately. 

There should be a proper 
border demarcation and to tell 
from the government side what 
are the schemes available for 
border development. 

They also demanded that 
border roads and fencing should 
be constructed immediately. An 
additional BoP camp as agreed 
in 2014 has not set-up and the 
Assam government should do it, 
they demanded.

Agartala, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
Tripura tribals’ traditional 
“Ker Puja” began on Sat-
urday in Tripura with un-
precedented rituals. The 
puja is conducted for the 
welfare of the people and 
to ward off evil spirits.

Sponsored by the state 
government, Ker Puja is 
one of the important holy 
events in Tripura’s tradi-
tional cultural calendar.

As per the decades old 
practice, the West Tripura 
District Magistrate and 
Collector has notified the 
Ker Puja areas this year 
on Thursday explaining 
all the binding norms and 
compulsions.

“ T h e  a re a  i n  a n d 
around the royal palace 
here as well as Puran 
Habeli, the erstwhile cap-
ital of Tripura (around 
12 km from Agartala), 
have been notified for 
the 31-hour-long ‘Ker 
Puja’. The lunar day of the 
worshiping begun at 10 
p.m on Friday night and 
it would end at 5 a.m on 
Sunday morning,” the the 
District Magistrate’s noti-
fication said.

The meaning of “Ker” 
in tribal Kokborok lan-
guage is specified area.

“Once the traditional 
formalities of Ker Puja 
start, it would continue 
uninterruptedly for 31 
hours. During the prince-
ly rule, the notified areas 
of this puja was much big-
ger, but over the years, 

the area got reduced to 
a large extent,” historian 
and writer Subhash Das 
told IANS.

Das, a former Addi-
tional District Magistrate 
and Collector of West 
Tripura district, said: 
“Pregnant women and 
sick people are to be kept 
out of the specified puja 
area before the rituals of 
worshiping start. No one 
is allowed to enter the 
notified area during the 
puja period.”

The rituals are carried 
out at the Tripura govern-
ment’s expenditure as per 
the accord between the 
Tripura government and 
the erstwhile royal family.

Besides Agartala and 
Puran Habeli, the puja is 
organised in many tribal 
villages towards the end 
of the year or at the end 
of the harvesting season.

An artistic structure 
built with green bamboo 
poles serves as the deity 
for the Ker Puja.

The Chantai, wearing 
traditional costume, is 
regarded as the “king” on 
the occasion.

At the end of the 517-
year rule by 184 kings, 
on October 15, 1949, the 
erstwhile princely state 
of Tripura came under 
the control of the Indi-
an government, in line 
with a merger agreement 
signed with Kanchan Pra-
bha Devi, then Maharani-
regent.
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Resource persons with the participants during a programme at Sitap village in Longleng district.

Villagers urged to adopt community reserve

Assam Rifles make five arrests in various parts of the state

Sangtam assigned with BJP ST Morcha 
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) national executive 
member, Thrijungliba S Sangtam has 
been assigned with the responsibili-
ties of eastern Nagaland region which 
comprises of 20 MLA segment in Naga-
land and Karbi Anglong and NC Hills 
comprising of five MLA segment in As-
sam. 

In a press note issued by national 
secretary Schedule Tribes Morcha Hay-

ithung Bill Lotha stated that ‘Sangtam 
has been assigned the responsibilities 
to strengthen the functioning of ST 
Morcha and uplifting party organisa-
tion at the grass root/booth level’. 

“He shall carry out his responsibili-
ties in full cooperation and co-ordina-
tion with the Prabhari’s of Nagaland 
and Assam and respective state presi-
dents of ST Morcha”, the press release 
issued by Hayithung Bill Lotha stated. 

Dimapur, Aug.4 (EMN): 
Forest department has 
organised an awareness 
programme in conserva-
tion of forest and wildlife 
to mitigate human-animal 
conflict and wildlife crime 
at Sitap village in Longleng 
district on July 31. 

The Chief Wildlife War-
den of Nagaland, Satya 
Prakash Tripathi, in his 
keynote address, said that 
the genesis of the human-
animal conflict prevalent 
in the state in general 
and migratory elephant 
problem in Sitap. He high-
lighted the policies of the 
state government and 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change for addressing the 
problem. 

Stressing on the im-
portance of forest and 
wildlife scenario in Naga-
land, concept of commu-
nity reserves, he appealed 
to the people to protect 
forest and wildlife by de-
claring their forest in to 
the community reserve. 
He also told them to con-
tact forest officials imme-
diately in case of damage 

STATE

of their crop, properties, 
and human life.

Wildlife Warden of 
Kiphire, Suman, spoke on 
working of a territorial and 
wildlife forest divisions. 
He explained the proce-
dure in adopting com-
munity reserves. He also 
enlightened the villagers 
about the importance of 
wildlife in the ecosystem 
with the examples, such 
as, the contributions of 
honey bees in pollination 
and communication be-

haviour among dolphins. 
Awareness was also given 
on the applicability of the 
Wildlife Protection Act of 
1972 in Nagaland.

A similar programme 
was conducted t July 31 
at the Forest Colony, Tiz-
itby, with participation 
of around 90 persons, 
officers from Forest de-
partment, chairmen and 
members of village coun-
cils of nearby villages. 
The Programme has been 
sponsored by the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change, Govern-
ment of India, New Delhi.

DFO Mon T Aochuba 
who chaired the program 
gave brief background of 
the program.

Y M Jami, conservator 
of forests, Northern Terri-
torial Circle, Mokokchung 
and director of Intanki 
National Park, Dimapur 
highlighted the existing 
human-elephant conflict 
prevalent in the area due 
to migratory elephants, 

moving between Assam 
and Nagaland. He ap-
pealed village councils to 
ban hunting throughout 
the area, not on seasonal 
basis.

Chief Wildlife Warden 
Satya Prakash Tripathi 
spoke about the genesis 
of the human-animal con-
flict prevalent in the state. 
He highlighted the policies 
of the state government 
and the MoEF& CC, GoI, 
New Delhi for addressing 
the problem.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HORTICULTURE

NAGALAND  : KOHIMA
NO.HR/GEN-1/INTRV/2017-18/1890-94  Dated Kohima the 4th August 2018

ADVERTISEMENT
Applications are invited from eligible Local/Indigenous Candidates for 
filling up of 15 (fifteen) posts of Horticulture Extension Assistant (HEA) 
under the Department of Horticulture, Nagaland in the manner prescribed 
below:- 
1.Educational Qualification : Graduate in B. Sc Horticulture/ 
    Agriculture from any recognized University.
2. Scale of Pay : Pay matrix of Level 5, ROP 2017
3. Age Limit : Minimum 21 years and maximum 35 
    years as on 30th September 2018.
4. Reservation of Vacancies : Reservation policy issued by the Government 
    from time to time shall be applied for 
    Backward Tribes.
5. Applications should be supported with self attested copies of Age 

Proof Certificate/ Indigenous Certificate/Schedule Tribe Certificate/ 
Unemployment Certificate/ Educational Qualification Certificate and 
Marksheets from HSLC onwards to be submitted in person or through 
registered post, addressed to the Director of Horticulture, Nagaland 
Kohima. 

6. Candidates are required to bring all documents in original at the time of 
Interview for scrutiny. 

7. Incomplete documents, including unsigned applications if any and 
applications including those sent through registered post received after 
the closing date shall be summarily rejected. 

8. Last date of submission of applications is on 24th August. 
Sd/- 

(DR. R. ELITHUNG LOTHA) 
Director of Horticulture

Nagaland, KohimaKG
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-320/18/3575-79           Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
K. Asola -Vrs- R. Kikum Mozer resident of Kushiabill Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 30.08.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: K. Asola
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 198
Dag No: 145, Area: 01B-00K-00Ls
North: Humit Kachari, South: Approach Road, 
East: R. Kikon, West: Main Road Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5838

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-321/18       Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Hotoka Sumi 
& Toniho Sema -Vrs- Asa Zeliang resident of Walford Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 30.08.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Hotoka Sumi & Toniho Sema
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 1155 & 1260
Dag No: 1358|1384 & 1134, Area: 00B-01K-06Ls & 00B-01K-05Ls
North: Nallah, South: Vihoto, East: Main Road, West: Nallah

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5839

I, Smti. AMENLA 
YEPTHOMI W/o. Lhomithi 
Akuto Yepthomi, resident 
of H/No.95, Ward-16, 
Lhomithi Village, Signal 
Bazar, Dimapur, Nagaland 
do hereby declare that my 
old name IMNAMENLA has 
been changed to AMENLA 
YEPTHOMI for official 
purposes.

AMENLA YEPTHOMI
D-5837

DECLARATION

I, Shri. B. Shinglei Phom 
I am applying for duplicate 
copy of Elementary School 
Living Certificate as I have 
lost it.
Name: Shri. B. Shinglei 
Phom
F/Name: H. Beau Phom
D.O.B: 29.06.1995
Year of passing: 2010
School: Govt. High School 
Longleng
Phone No: 8974144651 D

-5
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LOST NOTICE
NEUROLOGY/CARDIOTHORACIC CAMP

On  8th & 9th August 2018

• Patients who are suffering from Headache, epilepsy, 
stroke, sleeping problems, neck pain, back pain, 
neuropathy difficulty in walking, shaking hands 
& legs, to & fro nodding of head, frequent falling 
on ground, slow monotonous voice, difficulty 
in memorizing can consult Dr. A. R. Baruah, 
Neurologist from GNRC Guwahati.

• Patients with chest pain, breathing difficulty, 
Bypass surgery, Valve surgery, heart problems 
and thoracic vascular problems can consult Dr. 
Janta K.R Das, Cardiac Surgeon  

For appointment contact- 0370-2290080/2290146

OKING HOSPITAL 
   KOHIMA

K-
18

18

          This advisory is issued in view of the current heavy and incessant rain. And 
has the tendency to cause contamination of water and food sources thereby 
triggering outbreak of food/ water borne diseases.
Do’s 
 1. Use only boiled water for drinking 
 2. Get drinking water from safe source 
 3. Wash hands with soap and water 
  i)       Before eating food
  ii)     Before feeding your child
  iii)    Before cooking meals
  iv)    After using the toilets 
 4. Prevent flies from getting to food and eatables 
 5. Keep food and drinking water always covered 
 6. Avoid drinking water from ponds, lakes, and streams, if however 
  you have to depend on this source, purify by using bleaching 
  powder or boiling 
Don’t 
 1. Eat stale food and other eatables left in the open 
 2. Throw garbage near the water sources 
 3. Allow surface water to get into the well
 4. Pass stools in the open 
 5. Go for self medication 
 In the event of any illness, seek medical help from the nearest health  
 facility.
 For further enquiry, contact the office of the Chief Medical Officer/ Medical 
 Superintendent  

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

KG
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NO. DHFW/PD/MISC/2017-18                                   Dated Kma the 4Th  August 2018
A D V I S O R Y

Issued by DIPR

Directorate of Health & Family Welfare
Nagaland : Kohima

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of IGAR (N) has 
made five arrests during 
joint raids with police 
representative in differ-
ent parts of the district 
during the past week. 
Separate press releases 
from the Assam Rifles 
from different on differ-
ent occasions informed 
about the capture of five 
people from different lo-
cations in Dimapur and 
Peren districts.  

Dimapur
On Aug. 1, AR 

launched a search opera-
tion in the Supermarket 
area in Dimapur and ap-
prehended one Abdul 
Karim (32 years) son of 
Abdul Kadir, resident of 
Jalugotim Morigaon As-
sam and currently resid-
ing at Naharbari village, 
East Dimapur. He was 
caught with ‘one .32 pis-
tol with magazine and 
other incriminating doc-
uments’.

On July 24, during an 
operation at Dalai gate, 
Dimapur are, AR appre-
hended on NSCN (K), 
identified as one Asheto 
Sema (32 years) son of 
Yekhuyi Sema, resident 
of Suruhoto villiage, un-
der Zunheboto district 

and presently residing 
at New Colony, Burma 
Camp in Dimapur. One 
9mm (factory made) 
pistol with magazine 
and live ammunition 
and cash amount to INR 
2,630 was also seized 
during the search opera-
tion.

On July 26, the AR 
apprehended the ‘com-
mander of the newly 
formed outfit - Barak State 
Liberation Force’ from 

Nuton Basti, Dimapur. 
 The AR identified the 

‘commander’ as one Md 
Salim Ahmed alias Solo-
man Sheikh (34 years), 
son of Siddek Ali Shaikh, 
village Barkatpur, District 
Karimganj (Assam). One 
.22mm pistol with maga-
zine and six rounds of 
Point 22mm live ammu-

nition was seized from 
his procession.

The AR stated that 
the apprehended ‘com-
mander’, on spot ques-
tioning, admitted of be-
ing involved in extortion, 
kidnapping and purchase 
of arms and ammunition 
for raising of ‘the group 
in Silchar, Karimganj and 

Kailakandi districts of As-
sam’.    

 Jalukie
The Jalukie battalion 

of AR with police repre-
sentatives apprehended 
one NSCN (IM) cadre 
with one AK-47 assault 
rifle with magazine and 
sixty rounds and other 
incriminating items. The 

apprehended individual 
was identified as “SS Pvt” 
Pongam, age 23 years, 
son of Musho, resident of 
Thawho, Noklak town in 
Tuensang.

Athibung
On July 25, the AR and 

police, during a search 
operation one “NSCN 
(KN)” cadre with one .22 

country made pistol in 
Athibung area under Per-
en district. 

The AR identified the 
apprehended cadre as 
one Daniel (35) son of 
Tabui, residing at Mobu-
long under Peren dis-
trict. It said that the ap-
prehended person as an 
active ‘ss Sgt Major” of 

NSCN (KN) actively in-
volved in tax collection 
as chief guard duty at 
Athibung.

The Assam Rifles 
press releases, informed 
that the apprehended 
persons and the seized 
items were sent to the re-
spective police station for 
further investigation.

AR felicitates selected candidates from Phek

Selected candidates along with Assam Rifles and others during a 
felicitation programme in Phek.

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The Assam Rifle of Phek 
battalion has organised a 
felicitation programme for 
the selected candidates for 
training from Phek district 
at its headquarter in Phek 
on Aug. 3. 

A press note from the AR 
authority informed that the 
programme was organised 
to boost morale and con-
fidence of the candidates 
who in due course would 
be pursuing a career in the 
Assam Rifles on completing 
their training.

Out of the 18 candi-
dates, seven candidates 
made it to the merit list. 
There were only seven va-
cancies for the state of Na-

galand. Besides the proud 
parents, Commandant 
Phek Battalion, Vezhehu 
Vero, president of Phek 

Area People Organisation 
and secretary of Phek Town 
Chakhesang Student’s Un-
ion attended the event.
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DAILY

PATH
s my friend and I went for a walk, we talked about our love for the Bible. She surprised 
me when she said, “Oh, but I don’t like the Old Testament much. All of that hard stuff 
and vengeance—give me Jesus!”

We might resonate with her words when we read a book like Nahum, perhaps re-
coiling at a statement such as, “The Lord takes vengeance and is filled with wrath” (Nahum 1:2). And yet 
the next verse fills us with hope: “The Lord is slow to anger but great in power” (v. 3).

When we dig more deeply into the subject of God’s anger, we understand that when He exercises it, 
He’s most often defending His people or His name. Because of His overflowing love, He seeks justice 
for wrongs committed and the redemption of those who have turned from Him. We see this not only in 
the Old Testament, as He calls His people back to Himself, but also in the New, when He sends His Son 
to be the sacrifice for our sins.

We may not understand the mysteries of the character of God, but we can trust that He not only exer-
cises justice but is also the source of all love. We need not fear Him, for He is “good, a refuge in times of 
trouble. He cares for those who trust in him” (v. 7).

Father God, You are good. You are loving and You are merciful. Help me to understand  
more fully some of the mysteries of Your redeeming love today.

Hard Mysteries
BIBLE READ:  NAHUM 1:1–7   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Lord is slow to anger but great in power. 
~  Nahum 1:3

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

God’s justice and mercy intersect at the cross.

What is God’s Favour and How Do We Get It? Bad Change

G
od doesn’t have fa-
vourites…right? That 
would seem impartial 
or unfair. And yet, look 

through Scripture and you’ll 
find ordinary people whom God 
chose to get up close and person-
al with. They were individuals 
whom God used in a particularly 
powerful way and they clearly 
had His anointing, protection, 
and extraordinary blessings.

While Peter said “God is not 
one to show partiality” (Acts 
10:34), and Romans 2:11 says 
“there is no partiality with God,” 
those verses, in context, refer to 
God’s impartiality when it comes 
to saving both the Jew and the 
Greek. God is impartial when it 
comes to salvation, “not wish-
ing that any should perish” (2 
Peter 3:9). But when it comes to 
working through individuals for 
His purposes here on earth, God 
clearly singles out some over the 
rest.

Second Chronicles 16:9 tells 
us: “For the eyes of the Lord run 
to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to show Himself strong on 
behalf of those whose heart is 
loyal to Him” (NKJV). In essence, 
God is looking for a few commit-
ted, surrendered hearts so He 
may pour His favor out on them.

So what can you and I do to 
get in God’s “inner circle?” How 
can we be singled out for His 
purposes and blessings? 

By looking at 10 people in 
Scripture who were clearly fa-
vored by God, we can learn more 
about what it is that attracts the 
heart and favor of God:

1. Walk with God intimately – 
like Enoch.
Scripture says Enoch “walked 
with God” for 300 years (Gen-
esis 5:22-24). We don’t have any 
details of what Enoch did dur-
ing his life, other than that he 
“walked with God.” Enoch and 
God must have had some great 
talks as they walked. Enoch 
must have done a lot of listening, 
too. And they must have gained 
a true intimacy because God 
longed for Enoch’s presence so 
much that He “took him” home 
to heaven rather than leaving En-
och to die a natural death. I im-
agine God thought Enoch, your 
father, Jared is going to live 962 
years, your son, Methusaleh, will 
live even longer! I’m not waiting 
nearly that long to see you face to 
face. Get up here… now!

Do you want to be someone 
whom God can’t wait to be with? 
Let your life be characterized by 
a meaningful walk – not a brisk, 
hurried run – with God. Take 
the time to get to know Him, to 
recognize His voice, to hear His 
heart through His Word, and 
perhaps even take long, unin-

terrupted walks with him every 
morning or evening. Leave a leg-
acy, like Enoch, of having been 
one who “walked with God.”

2. Be His “friend” – like Abraham.
God told Abraham to leave his 
country, his people and every-
thing he knew and “go to the 
land that I will show you” (Gen-
esis 12:1). Even though Abraham 
knew very little of God at that 
time, he left everything familiar 
and went out “even though he 
did not know where he was go-
ing” (Hebrews 11:8). That is faith. 
Hebrews 11:6 says “without faith 
it is impossible to please God.” 
Furthermore, Scripture tells us 
“‘Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for right-
eousness.’ And he was called the 
friend of God” (James 2:23).

Is God asking you to take a 
step of faith even if you don’t 
have the numbers, the statis-
tics, or a “comfortable feeling” 
about it? Do you even recognize 
His voice enough to know when 
He is urging you to take a step of 
faith? Grow in your faith by grow-
ing in your knowledge of Who 
God is. Study His attributes. Be 
convinced He can be trusted. As 
you show tremendous faith in a 
tremendous God, He will likely 
call you His friend, too.

3. Strive for obedience – even 
in difficult circumstances – like 
Joseph.
Joseph, the favoured son of 
Jacob, had a life of difficult cir-
cumstances that included aban-
donment by his family, being 
sold into slavery, being falsely 
accused, and years of imprison-
ment. Yet Joseph was able to see 
the hand of God in all his suffer-
ing and declared at the end of his 
life to his brothers (who earlier 
attempted to murder him): “You 
intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accom-
plish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives” (Genesis 
50:20). Joseph’s obedience and 
continual acknowledgement of 
the sovereignty of God touched 
God’s heart so much so that God 
continued to grant Joseph favour 
in every circumstance he was 
in, ultimately promoting him 
to second in command of all of 
Egypt. On Joseph’s authority, his 
family and the entire tribe of Is-
rael was spared during years of 
severe famine in Egypt.

Are circumstances in your 
life less than perfect? Are they 
downright painful? Thank God 
in everything (1 Thessalonians 
5:18) and capture His heart by 
praising Him in spite of how you 
are being treated. Keep a hum-
ble heart that ever acknowledges 
God’s sovereign will and He will 
honor you for it.

4. Be meek and humble –  
like Moses.
In Isaiah 66:2, God said: “These 

are the ones I look on with fa-
vour: those who are humble and 
contrite in spirit, and who trem-
ble at my word.”  We also learn 
in Numbers 12:3 that “Moses 
was a very humble man, more 
humble than anyone else on the 
face of the earth.” Perhaps it was 
his meekness and humility that 
caused God to meet with Mo-
ses “face to face” and ultimately 
show him His glory – something 
He didn’t do for anyone else. In 
Exodus 33:17, God told Moses: 
“for you have found favour in My 
sight and I have known you by 
name” (Exodus 33:17).

God dwells with, provides 
for, and shows favour toward the 
humble. Not to those who want 
to share the same level of leader-
ship and glory as the Almighty. 
Be one who is humble and real-
izes that promotion comes from 
God alone, who “puts down one 
and exalts another” (Psalm 75:6-
7, NKJV).

5. Desire to do His will –  
like David.
David, the Psalmist, wrote songs 
of devotion to God. He poured 
out his heart to Him. And be-
cause of the time he spent in 
sweet devotion with his Lord 
he cultivated the kind of faith 
and loyalty to God, as a mere 
teenager, who could take down 
a giant with just a pebble and a 
slingshot. David became Israel’s 
greatest king because of his heart 
to please the Lord. And even af-
ter a season of sin (in which he 
slept with and impregnated  the 
wife of one of his “mighty men” 
who was out at war for him, and 
then had him murdered to cover 
up his sin), God still gave David 
the enduring legacy as  “‘…a 
man after My heart, who will do 
all My will’” (Acts 13:22, NASB).

How can you not fall in love 
with a God like that – one Who 
sees your heart over your hor-
rific mistakes? Study the songs 
of David in Scripture and get a 
look at the kind of heart that is 
pleased to obey God over any-
thing else. That kind of devotion 
leaves a lasting impression on 
God.

6. Seek God’s wisdom above 
anything else – like Solomon.
As a young man – possibly inse-
cure as he took the role of Israel’s 
king in the shadow of his larger-
than-life father, David – Solomon 
was humble and dependent on 
God. So much so that when God 
appeared to Solomon in a dream 
and asked Solomon what he de-
sired God to give him, Solomon 
didn’t pause to consider riches, 
fame or even success as a king. 
Solomon immediately asked 
for a discerning heart to govern 
God’s people and to distinguish 
between right and wrong. Solo-
mon’s answer to God’s “million-
dollar question” pleased God so 
much that God gave him wis-

dom, along with more riches and 
fame than any person on earth 
had ever known (1 Kings 3:5-15).

What do you want more 
than anything? To succeed in 
your business? To be known as a 
“good person”? To raise children 
who love the Lord? To be respect-
ed and admired by others? When 
God sees that your heart’s desire 
is the same as His desire for your 
life, He will be pleased to grant it 
(Psalm 37:4). 

7. Be surrendered – like  
Mary of Nazareth.
The angel Gabriel called Mary of 
Nazareth “favoured one” when 
he announced that she would 
bear the long-awaited Messiah. 
But his news also meant public 
scandal and the possibility that 
Mary would be an outcast in her 
community (because she was 
still a virgin). Yet, despite those 
legitimate concerns, she showed 
no reservation, only a humble, 
surrendered response: “Behold, 
the bondslave of the Lord; may it 
be done to me according to your 
word” (Luke 1:38, NASB).

In other words, “I’m Yours, 
Lord, for whatever You have in 
mind.”

Can you say that when God 
unfolds a path before you that 
looks uncertain, undesirable, or 
maybe even threatening? What if 
His plan, like His plan for Mary, 
means no wedding, loss of your 
reputation, and a life that will 
be misunderstood and burden-
some in a way that few will un-
derstand (Like 2:34-35)? Develop 
an obedient, surrendered heart 
like Mary and you may find 
yourself “favoured” by God.

8. Love God extravagantly – like 
Mary of Bethany.
Mary of Bethany was the woman 
who sat at Jesus’ feet, hanging 
on his every word as her sister, 
Martha, scrambled about the 
kitchen, taking care of the din-
ner preparation. Mary wasn’t 
being lazy by sitting it out when 
there was work to be done.  She 
was seizing the moment to sit 
at the feet of her Master, and Je-
sus commended her for it (Luke 
10:38-42). We read later that 
Mary, shortly before Jesus’ death, 
anointed Him with expensive 
perfume she had saved possibly 
for her own wedding. She real-
ized her “Bridegroom” was at 
hand and she spared no expense 
to honor Him. Jesus again com-
mended her, saying wherever 
the gospel was taught, the story 
would be told of what she did, 
as a remembrance to her (John 
12:1-8; Mark 14:3-9). 

Would you rather be with Je-
sus than do a bunch of things for 
Him? Can you risk the misunder-
standing or judgment of others 
for not joining in the busy work, 
but instead sitting it out to spend 
more time with God? God hon-
ors the heart that reveres and 

loves His Son without hesitation, 
without reservations, and with-
out regard for cost. Love God’s 
Son extravagantly and spare no 
expense to show Him what He 
means to you.

9. Lean in close to Him – like 
John the beloved disciple.
John, son of Zebedee, described 
himself throughout his gospel as 
“the disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
Didn’t Jesus love them all? Of 
course, He did. But John was es-
pecially close to Jesus. John was 
the one who leaned on Jesus’ 
breast as they reclined at the 
dinner table the night Jesus was 
betrayed, and John wasn’t afraid 
to ask Jesus the question every-
one else feared to ask Him (John 
13:21-25).  John, incidentally, 
was the only one of Jesus’ disci-
ples not martyred for his faith, 
but died in exile on Patmos, af-
ter seeing and recording the vi-
sion of God’s glory. John wasn’t 
perfect. Scripture calls him one 
of the “sons of thunder” (that 
tells me he was a “hot-head” 
when it came to his temper!). Yet 
John stayed close to Jesus and it 
made all the difference in sof-
tening him to become the one 
who wrote First John – the Bible’s 
book on love.

Can you stick close to Jesus, 
no matter what He says that you 
don’t understand? Can you stay 
near Him even if all your friends 
walk away? John stayed at the foot 
of the cross with the women clos-
est to Jesus on the night Jesus died 
after all the other disciples had 
scattered for fear of their lives. Be 
the one who stays close to Jesus 
no matter what. God notices.

10. Become like Jesus –  
God’s beloved Son
God clearly showed favour to His 
beloved Son. God gives us eter-
nal life when we embrace His 
Son (1 John 5:11-12). He prom-
ises to give us whatever we ask 
for on behalf of His Son (John 
16:23). He seeks to mold us into 
the image of His Son (Romans 
8:28-29).

If you want to have favour 
with God, be fully committed to 
His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
Worship and revere Him, iden-
tify with His pain, gain a heart 
like His, and display His charac-
teristics in your life. Jesus prayed 
that we would have the kind of 
unity with our Heavenly Father 
and with one another that He had 
with His own Father (John 17:20-
21). That means just as Jesus 
shared intimacy with God, you 
and I can share that intimacy with 
God, too, as we love Him like Jesus 
did – with all our heart, mind, soul 
and strength (Mark 12:30).
Cindi McMenamin is a national 

speaker and award-winning 
writer who helps women 

and couples strengthen their 
relationship with God and 

others.

Clean Nagaland?W
hile I wish to express my 
humble opinion on varied 
matters, herein, I just wish 
to touch upon the issue of 

cleanliness as it irks me the most and 
what better and realistic assessment of 
the state of affairs in Nagaland than the 
most recent 'Swachh Survekshan- 2018' 
ranking of cities. The objective of the 
survey was to encourage large scale citi-
zen participation and create awareness 
amongst all sections of society about the 
importance of working together towards 
making towns and cities a better place to 
live in.  Additionally, to foster a spirit of 
healthy competition among towns and 
cities towards creating cleaner cities.  In 
the 2017 cleanest city rankings, our cit-
ies of Kohima and Dimapur were in the 
208th and 277th spot respectively, out of 
the 434 cities. Came 2018, It was appall-
ing to learn that our state ranked Third 
last in the country and Second dirtiest 
among the North East States. Mokokc-
hung, which in Nagaland is supposedly 

the cleanest city, was in the 57th spot 
among the surveyed list of 201 Cities. 
The result, I believe, was widely read on 
25th June and subsequent days in news 
daily and presumably long forgotten too. 
Jharkhand, the state that was ranked 
last in the 2015 survey emerged to take 
the cleanest State honours in 2018. This 
probably is one progressive change in 
case our able administration as well as We 
the general public have taken cognizance 
of. While a fast track change may not be 
the immediate goal, the way Jharkhand 
took off post 2015 result, we could at least 
begin the spadework which over a period 
of time would be substantial. 

Unlike  certain departments that 
refuse to give in, the authorities in 
Mokokchung in spite of being the clean-
est city within the state of Nagaland, felt 
the urgency to convene a meeting in or-
der to scan grey areas that could have led 

to the plunge and accordingly address 
them. In Mokokchung such initiatives 
are not unheard of, and the necessity 
felt only reflects glimpses of progress. If 
a particular village, town, or city is clean, 
it is because the residents have ensured 
its upkeep. Accordingly, we Nagas are at 
liberty to choose what we want to see of 
Nagaland in times to come. 

But the dilemma lies in, Who is go-
ing to get our cities/towns cleaned for us? 
Shall we start off with a ‘Hoi Jabo’ attitude 
or should we start by challenging the sta-
tus quo ie, our complacency. We have got 
to get at it or it will cause us to stagnate 
further. Anything that is accepted as ‘The 
only way’ remains immune to change. 
Not to accuse the government alone of 
apathy, either we the residents wake up or 
get buried deeper in filth. I am convinced 
that the result of ‘Swachh Survekshan 
-2018’ did cause a share of embarrass-

ment to those individuals studying, resid-
ing or working away from home! But the 
point is whether viable lesson have been 
driven home?  Was there ever a need felt by 
them to impart valued tips based on their 
exposure and privy to changes happening 
beyond the confines of our home, within 
which, we are at ease! Literacy is not nec-
essarily education based or a representa-
tion of census based figures and percent-
ages. From a wholesome view point, it 
is how people gauge us/our homeland 
which actually shows how deep aware-
ness has permeated into our lives. As a 
matter of fact, the results declared by 
‘Swachh Survekshan’ year after year, and 
our continued laidback approach reflects 
how basic knowledge continues to elude 
us. Until learning is commensurate with 
social responsibility things will remain 
hither and thither.  Let us live upto being 
the status of being a 90% literate state and 
start the movement which benefits the 
society and generations to come.

Emilo
Saron Colony, Wokha

C
hange takes places ceaselessly. Philoso-
phies of great philosophers immensely 
impinge on and alter the minds of the 
masses of people. Change of worldviews 

result in change of lifestyles. For, our actions are 
the upshot of our thoughts. Mind conditioned 
with wrong information results in wrong action. 
The environment, traditions and cultures of a 
community have massive effect on our thoughts 
and actions. Students are enormously shaped and 
influenced by the knowledge they acquire in the 
class. The books we read indubitably indoctrinate 
us and change our perspectives. We are inclined 
to follow the ideas propagated in the books we 
read. If you read philosophical books, you become 
philosophical in your thinking. If you read books 
on social issues and social change, you become 
interested in the society. The copious information 
we get from the media such as TV, internet, news-
paper, magazine, etc., deeply sway our minds. 

Jesus Christ changed the mindset and the lives 
of many people. Those who genuinely encoun-
tered Him amazingly transformed their life. The 
fishermen gave up fishing and followed Him. The 
tax collectors, the sick and the sinners repented. 
They become better persons. Paul, who was a 
staunch Judaiser, an anti-Christian, was complete-
ly transformed after encountering Jesus. There-
after, he was driven by the ‘mind of Christ’. Jesus 
continues to transform people’s life. As we read 
the pages of history we learn that many atheists, 
skeptics, scientists, philosophers, stubborn, arro-
gant, rascals, thieves and wicked people accepted 
Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. After chang-
ing their life, they impacted others life. This is good 
change. 

Now, let’s ponder about bad change. There are 
many bad changes, but I would stress one particu-
lar type of change. There are certain people who 
change after joining a new Church or ministry or 
denomination, or after spending some days or 
months in prayer center(s). Indeed, they change in 
many ways. They give up certain bad habits. They 
become more prayerful and passionate in reading 
God’s Word and attending Church. They begin to 
fast. They become more active in certain religious 
activities. So, you may ask, if they change in these 
ways, what is bad? The bad change I notice in these 
people is the development of self-righteousness 
and spiritual pride. Here, I don’t mean the self-
righteousness people have in general, but I allude 
to only a particular group of people. 

For instance, some people, after fasting in a 
prayer center for few days become more religious. 
Thereafter, they tend to consider those who do 
not fast and pray like them or do not pray like the 
prayer warriors in the prayer center as unspiritual. 
Some, after attending some new Church begin to 
deem that all other Churches are deadly and un-
spiritual. Their understanding of spirituality is 
purely based on the religious/legalistic activities 
they do, but not on the Spiritual fruits. They pro-
claim about the number of days they fast and look 
down upon others. This is the bad change I prom-
ulgate. One day, I was in a Church in Kohima; the 
Shepherd proudly uttered many words as though 
his Church is the only spiritual and lively Church 
in Kohima. I went back home feeling sorry for that 
Church. 

Badly changed people do not become spiritual 
by praying and fasting more. They rather become 
more religious, ritualistic and legalistic. They begin 
to give more to the Church. They begin to love and 
have concern for one another only within their 
group. Among them there is no issue of tribalism, 
gender differences, race, caste – unity prevails in 
them. They think that they are true Christians and 
there is peace in them. They begin to opine that 
other churches and ministries are worldly. They 
are very inclusive within themselves but exclude 
all others. As they are very inclusive, they become 
extremely exclusive. They forget that the world is 
vast and billions of people exist. They don’t com-
prehend that the commandment to love one an-
other and to love the neighbors as yourself is not 
only about a particular group.  It is a bad change. 

According to me, this bad change occurs 
mainly because of the teachings of the leader(s) 
of the group. Their teachings are mostly done with 
comparisons – comparing their group with other 
groups. They try to glorify and applaud themselves 
by defaming others. The notion that all those who 
are not in their group are not spiritual like them is 
infused in the mind of the members. Some speak-
ers in some denominations use the method of 
attracting people by pointing out only other de-
nomination’s weakness and talking about their 
goodness. This is prevailing in many Churches 
today. “Many Church leaders sadly have forgotten 
that we are not competitors but co-workers. The 
problem lies in the fact that we forget the Church 
we work for is not our Church; the ministry we 
do is not ours, but God’s”. A bad teaching leads 
to bad change. How should we teach these badly 
changed folks? The bigger question is who would 
teach their teachers? Perhaps, those of us who pray 
lesser than them need to pray for them. 



Image from ‘The Vaccination Picture’  Tammy Salzl/Sci+Pop

EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Sunday, August 5, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

Timothy Caulfield  
| The Conversation

Dr. Imlikumba

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Career responsi-
bilities may require a temporary separation 
from a love partner today, Aries. This is apt 
to be upsetting and rather disheartening, but 

there’s likely nothing you can do about it except work as 
quickly as you can so that you can finish and get back 
to your partner. Make sure your friend knows what’s 
going on. You don’t want to cause any more upset.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Travel arrange-
ments may have to be put off because of 
unexpected developments that keep you 
where you are, Taurus. You may be worried 

about the consequences, but don’t waste your energy. 
You’ll be able to make the necessary trip, and accom-
plish whatever you’re hoping to do - just not today. 
Worry will only stress you out. The only productive way 
to deal with this is to keep moving.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may feel es-
pecially lonely, overworked, and passionate 
today, Gemini, and therefore longing for the 
company of your romantic partner. But re-

sponsibilities involving you both could well be keeping 
you apart. This could be more than frustrating - it could 
make you gloomy. Don’t let that happen. Concentrate 
on your work and finish before evening. You’ll see your 
friend then.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Upsets in 
the home could occur today, Cancer. 
You and other members of your house-
hold are on edge and liable to snap at the 

least provocation. Someone could get all flustered 
over a minor problem and storm out. Don’t worry. 
At day’s end everyone should see events in their 
proper perspective and all be friends again. Hang 
in there.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Expected calls or de-
liveries may prove more trouble than they’re 
worth, Leo. You could get involved in endless 
games of phone tag, and deliveries might 

come when you’re out. This can be avoided if you’re 
prepared. Make sure everyone knows what you’re ex-
pecting so they can watch for it. Tell people the best 
times to phone and be available at those times. Don’t 
worry. You’ll manage.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A temporary delay 
in receiving some expected funds might force 
you to postpone a much-needed purchase, 
Virgo. Don’t make yourself crazy over this. It 

isn’t worth the stress. The delay is disheartening, but it 
isn’t a cancellation. Your money will arrive and you’ll 
be able to go ahead with your plans. In the meantime, 
keep yourself busy. Hang in there.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Some older visi-
tors to your home, perhaps your parents, 
might be too vocal in their assessment of 
how you’re handling a situation, Libra. You’re 

particularly sensitive today, and far less tolerant of 
criticism than usual. Don’t lash out. Causing a rift won’t 
solve anything. Change the subject and take whatever 
course of action you feel is best.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Beware that 
creative efforts involving modern technol-
ogy, such as computer graphics, recording, 
or film, might suffer from “too many cooks.” 

Everyone has a different idea of how things should be 
handled. If this is your project, make sure everyone 
knows you’re the boss. If you have partners, discuss the 
situation rationally with them. Don’t sabotage your en-
terprise because of disagreements. Talk it over.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): In spite 
of the leaps and bounds you’ve taken over 
the last several months, Sagittarius, a slump 
could set in as you start to doubt your ability 

to attain your goals. A disheartening and unexpected 
setback may have occurred, but you’ve never let this 
sort of thing stop you before. Don’t fall into this trap 
now. Brace yourself, reassess your methods, and get 
back in the saddle.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Are you 
waiting to hear some important news, Cap-
ricorn? Significant career matters may be 
involved. This isn’t a good day to sit around 

waiting. Your call will probably come late, when you 
least expect it. Turn on your voicemail, get dressed, 
and go out and do something else for a while. Other-
wise you could well drive yourself crazy hoping for the 
news. Hang in there.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This isn’t a 
good day to travel, Aquarius, especially by 
air. Long lines at the ticket counter, end-
less delays, and lost luggage could be the 

result. This may not even be a good day to plan a trip, 
although you can consider your options. If you must 
fly today, get to the airport early, travel light, and take 
something good to read. That will make it bearable.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A friend or col-
league involved in an enterprise with you 
could be inhibited in some way by lack of 
money, Pisces. This might involve some 

unexpected adjustment on your part, perhaps find-
ing someone else to temporarily fill in. It’s a pain, but 
you and your colleagues will manage, and your friend 
should have it together in time. Find a way to work 
around the situation. Hang in there.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Mixing Science and Art to Make the Truth More Interesting Than Lies

Tamaka-Swasa (Asthma): Cure & Care By Ayurveda

S
cience communication can 
be a tough game. There is so 
much noise — and misin-
formation — circulating in 

popular culture that it can be dif-
ficult to create a message that reso-
nates.

This danger of misinformation 
is particularly true in the sphere of 
health, where celebrities and pseu-
doscience-embracing health gurus 
seem to dominate public discourse. 
Indeed, we live in world where Katy 
Perry has 110 million followers on 
Twitter, and the World Health Or-
ganization has 4.5 million.

And while belief in science-free 
health myths is nothing new, we 
do seem to be living in the golden 
age of misinformation. For exam-
ple, research on the dissemination 
of information on social media has 
found that falsehoods “diffused 
significantly farther, faster, deeper 
and more broadly than the truth” 
— likely because lies are more in-
teresting than the truth.

Also, belief in conspiracy theo-
ries and harmful health myths 
seem to be on the rise, which has 
played a role in declining vaccina-
tion rates and a rise of infectious 
disease outbreaks. We continue 
to see a massive, seemingly un-
bridgeable, disconnect between 
the science community and the 
general public on topics like 
GMOs, supplements and vaccina-
tion safety.

Of course, the reasons why indi-
viduals hold (and tenaciously hold 
onto) particular health beliefs are 
fantastically complex and include 
issues of trust and personal identity. 

The operation of various cogni-
tive biases — increasingly facili-
tated by social media — compli-
cate the situation further.

But not all is lost. Surveys of 
the general public have found 
that most have at least some in-
terest in science news. And there 
is evidence that we can improve 
our critical thinking skills at vari-
ous stages of life and that these 
skills help protect against the ac-
ceptance of pseudoscience and 
misinformation.

So, there is a need for good 
science communication, there is 
a public appetite, and it has the 
potential to make an impact.

SCI + POP: Using art to talk 
science
But what mode of communica-
tion is the most effective?  On 
their own, facts usually don’t 
change an opinion or stimulate 
dialogue.

Indeed, simply dumping 
more evidence on people can 
lead to a further polariza-
tion and cause some to 
become even more hard-
line in their views. This is 
the well-known “backfire” effect.

But there are strategies that 
have been found to be more 
effective, including, to give a 
few examples, those that invite 
critical thinking and that offer 
alternate explanations; those 
that use narratives that resonate 
with their audience; and those 
that use artistic images.

I’d like to emphasize the val-
ue of that last one, art. There are 
many reasons why collaborating 
with artists makes a ton of sense, 
now more than ever.

Art Works: Humans are 
naturally visual
We process visual informa-
tion very quickly as compared 
to text. If done well, graphic 
images can be a useful tool to 
communicate complex issues 
efficiently.

Also, evidence has con-
sistently shown that a good 
narrative will overwhelm the 
straightforward presentation of 
data. So, a visual image that tells 
a good story has the potential to 
communicate a lot of informa-
tion quickly and memorably.

In a world increasingly dom-
inated by social media and short 
attention spans, the value of an 
image-focused communication 
strategy has become even more 
indispensable. Content that 
contains images generates more 
engagement and results in more 
shares on social media.

Art invites reflection
Unlike many mediums, graph-
ic and fine arts may engage 
people in a way that invites 

reflection and the considera-
tion of unique perspec-
tives. Art can generate an 
immediate, intuitive or 

emotional response that may 
be effective at deepening en-
gagement.

The use of art may also en-
courage participation by peo-
ple that may not otherwise be 
involved in science issues.

Art is a powerful form of 
commentary
While there is a lot of great art 
that focuses solely on commu-

nication, art can also be used as 
of form of conceptual discourse. 

Art can be a powerful form of com-
mentary.

As my brother Sean Caulfield, 
an award-winning artist and art 
professor at the University of Al-
berta and frequent collaborator, re-
cently told me:

“Visual art has always played a 
vital role in fostering critical think-
ing in society. It has great power to 
communicate complex and nu-
anced ideas. This is why one of the 
first things totalitarian regimes do is 
to suppress open artistic expression 
and to heavily sensor artistic pro-
duction.”

For all these reasons, my re-
search team at the Health Law Insti-
tute has collaborated with renowned 
artists on numerous art plus science 
projects. Some of our initiatives ex-
plore genomics, stem cell research, 
international immunization policy 
and vaccination myths.

We are continuing this work with 
a new social media-focused project 
called  SCI+POP (use #SciPop to 
search Twitter and Instagram). 
Working with artists, including my 
brother and up-and-coming graph-
ic designer Tess Heinricks, we will 
regularly circulate images that com-
municate research findings, provide 
commentary on science and health 
policy issues, and, we hope, engage 
a range of new audiences.

In a pop culture environment 
that has become increasingly noisy 
and fragmented, good science com-
munication will require the use of as 
many different tools as possible. Art 
can play an important role.

While we may never rival the 
reach of Katy Perry and her 110 mil-
lion Twitter followers, communica-
tions that include intriguing images 
can be a powerful and entertaining 
way to be part of the conversation.

When I have an asthma attack I feel 
like a fish without water

-  Jessie (5 years)

B
ronchial asthma is chronic air-
way disorder by which individuals 
of all age group are affected and 
it has become a common health 

problem at global level. The prevalence of 
asthma is increasing worldwide, especially 
in children. In Ayurveda it is considered 
as Tamaka Swasa which is included un-
der one of the five types of Swasa disease. 
Prevalence of Bronchial asthma is increas-
ing globally; According to W.H.O statistics, 
bronchial asthma affects 300 million peo-
ple; and 255,000 people died of asthma in 
2005. Asthma prevalence increases globally 
by 50% every decade, especially children 
are affected by this disease. In Ayurveda it 
is known as Tamaka-swasa, a type of swasa. 
It can be treated upto a wide extent by fol-
lowing some dietary regulations, Shodhan 
and Shaman Chikitsa and by doing regular 
Pranayama and meditation.

Etiology: The causes of Asthma are divided 
in to two types.

Inducing factors: Induce Asthma in sus-
ceptible persons. These are Genetic factors, 
Obesity, Viral infections in early life and ex-
posure to tobacco smoke.

Triggering factors: Can aggravate symp-
toms in a patient who is having Asthma.
• Inhalation of Allergens: House dust, 

pollen, mold, animal dander
•	 Environment: Cold and dry climate, 

cooking gas fumes, passive cigarette 
smoking, paints, sprays

•	 Infections: Upper Respiratory Tract in-
fections, Viral infections

•	 Drugs: Aspirin, Pain killers (NSAIDs)
•	 Food: Colouring agents of food, food 

preservatives, ice creams
•	 Exercise: Vigorous exercise particularly 

on cold and dry day
•	 Psychological factor: Stress
•	 Occupation: Wood and cotton dust, 

chemicals.
As per Ayurveda the causes of Tamaka 
Swasa are as follows:
•	 Intake	of	dry,	cold	,	heavy,	incompatible	

food and irregular intake of food
•	 Excessive	 Intake	 of	 black	 gram,	 beans,	

sesame, meat of aquatic animals.
•	 Intake	 of	 cold	 water	 and	 exposure	 to	

cold climate
•	 Exposure	to	dust,	smoke	and	wind
•	 Excessive	 exercise,	 over	 indulge	 in	 the	

sexual activity
•	 Trauma	to	throat,	chest	and	vital	organs.
•	 Suppression	of	natural	urges.

Signs and Symptoms: Tamaka Swasa is of 
two types namely Pratamaka Swasa associ-
ated with fever, fainting, distention of abdo-
men and indigestion. Santamaka Swasa is 
pacified by taking of cold regimen.

Breathlessness along with forcible ex-
piration, Cough, Wheezing, Tightness of 
chest, Thick mucus sputum, Aggravation 
of above symptoms during night and early 
morning,  Fainting during the bought of 
cough, Sleeplessness, discomfort increases 
when lied down on bed, Gets comfort in sit-
ting posture, Sweating on the forehead.

Diagnostic Tests in Bronchial Asthma: 
Pulmonary function tests include spirom-
etry and peak flow which estimate the nar-
rowing of the bronchial tubes and how fast 
an individual can breathe, Chest x-ray is 
useful in differentiating the asthma from 
other lung diseases, Allergy tests helpful in 
finding the allergen causing the asthma, 
Methacoline challenge test and nitric ox-
ide tests are confirmatory tests in bronchial 
asthma.

Treatment Modalities in Ayurveda: As per 
the ayurveda bronchial asthma, it begins 
in the stomach, progresses to the lungs and 
bronchi. hence the aim of treatment is to 

move the excess phlegum back to stomach 
and then eliminate it for this purpose fol-
lowing methods are adopted.

In Ayurveda there are two types of treat-
ment for Bronchial Asthma 

Shodana Therapy: (Elimination of vitiated 
doshas from the body)

1. swedana (sudation)
2. vamana (therapeutic emesis)
3. virechana (therapeutic purgation)
These procedures will be followed as per 

the need of individual patient.
Practice of pranayama, laxatives, light 

diet in the night and use of warm water 
will helps in the treatment of asthma.These 
procedures will be followed as per the need 
of individual patient.

Management of Tamaka Swasa in Ay-
urveda is by advising a healthy life style and 
diet that are contrary to the cause of the dis-
ease and disease itself. As there is an involve-
ment of Vata and Kapha imbalance, the 
therapy is directed at correcting this imbal-
ance. In addition there are some therapies 
for controlling the acute symptoms. The 
text recommends that the patients should 
be given sudation and steaming therapy 
(Svedana) after anointing their bodies with 
oils processed with salt. With this method, 
the solidified phlegm adhering inside the 
channels gets liquefied and comes into the 
alimentary tract. The channels become soft 
and Vata attains its normal downward. The 
drugs, diet, and practices that aggravate the 
disease should be avoided. These include 
dust, smoke, residing in cold places, exces-
sive use of cold water, seasonal changes, ex-
cessive walking, excessive use of dry foods, 
astringent food, irregular dietary habits, 
indigestion, trauma to vital organs, and ha-
bitual use of lablab-bean, black gram, tila 
paste, and other Kapha-producing articles.

Shamana Therapy (Treatment With 
Drugs): The commonly used drugs are Tal-
isadi Churna, Sitopaladi churna, Somalata 
churna, Kanakasava, Shringyadi churna, 
Trikatu churna, Vasavalehyam , Kantakar-

yavalehyam ,Vyaghriharitaki Avaleha, 
Agastya Haritaki Avaleha, Lavangadi vati, 
Swasakutara ras, Mahalakshmivilas ras etc. 
Some of Useful Ayurvedic drugs for Asth-
ma: Talisadi Churna or Sitopaladi churna,  
Somalata churna,  Kanakasava,Shringyadi 
churna, Trikatu churna, Vasavalehyam,  
Kantakaryavalehyam, Vyaghriharitaki Ava-
leha, Agastya Haritaki Avaleha, Lavangadi 
vati, Swasakutara rasa, Mahalakshmivilas 
rasa, 

Useful Medicinal Plants for Asthma: Kan-
takari (Solanum xanthocarpum), Vasa (Ad-
hatoda vasica), Sunthi (Zingiber officina-
lis), Bharangi (Clerodendrum serratum), 
Pushkaramoola (Innula racemosa), Karka-
taka Shringi (Pistacia inergerrima), Haridra 
(Curcuma longa).

Diet 
Foods and drinks that restore the normal 
course are useful in treating asthma. If the 
Vata is greatly excited, syrup made up from 
old tamarind pulp is helpful. Sugar candy 
with lemon (Citrus medica) juice is benefi-
cial. Light foods should be eaten at night. 
Heavy and rich foods, which are difficult to 
digest, foods that are dry, curds, fish, and 
chillies should all be avoided. 

Lifestyle: Staying awake at night, exercis-
ing, labour, exposing oneself to the heat of 
the sun or fire, and anxieties, grief, wrath, 
and everything that disturbs peace of mind 
should be avoided. A healthy lifestyle would 
have a preventive role.

Breathing Exercises: Breathing exercises, 
particularly Pranayam, reduce the frequen-
cy and severity of symptoms, improve exer-
cise tolerance, and enhance lung function.

Meditation:  Meditation helps in reduc-
ing the stress and may check recurrence. 
Sahaja Yoga is an Indian system of medita-
tion based on traditional Yogic principles, 
which may be used for therapeutic pur-
poses. Clinical trials of this therapy in pa-
tients with asthma have found evidence of 
improvement in lung function and reduced 

frequency of exacerbations.

Do’s (Pathya):
•	 Godhuma	 (wheat),	 Old	 rice,	 Mudga	

(green gram), Kulattha (Horse 
gram),Yava (barley),Patola (snake 
gourd)

•	 Use	 of	 Garlic,	 Turmeric,	 Ginger,	 Black	
pepper

•	 Luke	warm	water,	Goat	milk,	Honey.
•	 Respiratory	exercise,	Pranayama,	Yoga

Don’ts (Apathya):
•	 Heavy,	 cold	 diet,	 Masha	 (black	 gram),	

Deep fried items, Mustard leaves, Fish
•	 Exposure	to	Cold	&	Humid	atmosphere
•	 Sweets,	Chilled	water,	Stored	food	items,	

Curd
•	 Suppression	of	natural	urges
•	 Excessive	physical	exertion
•	 Exposure	 to	 Smoke,	 Dust	 and	 fumes,	

Pollutants and Pollens

Conclusion: Hundreds of herbal drugs 
are being screened at present for better 
therapeutic principles throughout world. 
Even though very less produce convinc-
ing answers for the use at clinical level. 
Complementary and alternative system of 
medicine (CAM) or traditional system of 
medicine like Ayurveda can serve sufficient 
in this regard to find out efficacious and 
safe herb as per as asthma like condition 
is concern. Traditional system may have 
unique and time tested approach for dis-
ease care carries better therapeutic sense. 
Implementation of Ayurveda approach as 
a whole directly at clinical level is deter-
mined to demonstrate potential efficacy of 
Ayurveda therapy, which may became basis 
for justification of prescribed specifications 
employed with treatment. 

Note: Ayurvedic medicines and treatments 
should be taken under Qualified Ayurvedic 
Doctor/Physician. The drugs described in 
this article are for general information/edu-
cational purpose only. Anyone should not 
use these without consulting a qualified Ay-
urveda doctor/physician.
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Leave politics outside, focus on people’s 
welfare inside Rajya Sabha – Naidu to MPs

CBI moves request for Choksi’s extradition from Antigua 

Verification of WB migrants’ identities for 
Assam NRC to take couple of months more

Women’s representation in newsrooms has gone 
up but gender disparity still prevalent — Panel

Kiki challenge is foolish; quit smoking, 
alcohol instead — Goa police

Three HC judges appointed to SC

Intruder shot dead at 
Farooq’s house was unarmed 

Jammu and Kashmir: BJP says ready 
to debate on scrapping of Article 35A

PTI

Asom Sankhayalghu Sangram Parishad (ASAP) members protest against an alleged exclusion of Indian 
Citizen from NRC at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Saturday.

PTI

CRPF reinforcements deployed at former J&K chief minister and National Conference president Farooq 
Abdullah after an unidentified person was killed by CRPF guards wnen he tried to drove into his heavily 
fortified residence at Batindi in Jammu on Saturday.

Venkaiah Naidu

new Delhi, aug. 4 (Pti): 
Vice President and Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu today 
asked newly  e lected 
members “to leave poli-
tics outside” and focus on 
people’s welfare inside the 
House.

Naidu inaugurated a 
two-day orientation pro-
gramme for the new mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha 
here and spoke with them 
on different aspects of the 
functioning of Parliament 
for about an hour.

He made a passionate 
appeal to all MPs to ensure 
smooth functioning of 
the Rajya Sabha and Par-
liament by making good 
use of opportunities and 
improving the quality of 
debates. 

“I firmly believe in 
discipline and upholding 
rules. I do get emotional 

if rules are violated and 
the House is disrupted,” 
he said.

“Mobocracy should 
not be allowed to derail 
deliberative parliamentary 
democracy. 

A group of MPs rushing 
into the well of the House 
and disrupting the pro-
ceedings subverts democ-

racy. We need to respect 
each other irrespective 
of being in majority or 
minority. 

We need to respect the 
people’s mandate,” he told 
the members.

Naidu compliment-
ed Minister of Housing 
and Urban Affairs Har-
deep Singh Puri for at-

tending the ‘Orientation 
Programme’ despite hav-
ing piloted quite a few 
bills and answering sev-
eral questions in both the 
Houses of Parliament over 
the last one year. 

“Puri has been one of 
our leading diplomats for 
a long time and minister 
for over a year, but he is 
attending this programme 
to know more from seniors 
about the functioning of 
Parliament like a fresher. 
This shows learning never 
stops,” statement quoted 
Naidu as saying.

Puri sat through the 
day-long interaction to-
day.

Rajya Sabha member 
Derek O’Brien, one of the 
country’s most famous 
quiz masters, explained 
the role and functioning of 
the committees of Parlia-
ment and their strengths 

to the delight of all. 
Leaving the podium, 

he took a cordless mike 
and conducted a quiz 
from amidst the MPs. 

He  g a v e  t h e  f i r s t 
word of the acronym 
STRENGTHS’ and asked 
the newly elected MPs to 
indicate which function of 
the Standing Committees 
that letter suggested.

He offered chocolates 
to those who gave cor-
rect answers and his quiz 
show enlivened the in-
teraction and got a huge 
applause.

Rajya Sabha secretary 
general Desh Deepak Ver-
ma gave an overview of 
the Secretariat, including 
the support services being 
extended to members of 
the House. 

Over 40 MPs attended 
the first day of the ‘Orien-
tation Programme’.

Kolkata, aug. 4 (Pti): The 
verification of identities of 
the people, who have mi-
grated from West Bengal 
to Assam, for the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
may take another couple 
of months to be complet-
ed, a senior state govern-
ment official said here.

The process is a “long-
drawn one” and reports on 
the NRC verification from 
officers concerned are be-
ing awaited, he said.

“There is not a single 
paper lying with us right 
now.

All those which were 
not sent for updating the 
NRC are awaiting verifica-
tion. It (verification) is a 
long process and we are 
working on it. It may take 
another couple of months 
to be completed,” the of-
ficial told PTI on condition 
of anonymity.

He said that there was 
pressure from the Assam 
government in returning 
the NRC verification docu-
ments expeditiously.

West Bengal is the big-
gest defaulter in the NRC 
verification process, Reg-
istrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India 
Sailesh, who is overseeing 
the entire exercise of the 
NRC, had said last week.

“The largest number of 

new Delhi, aug. 4 (ianS): 
Several issues surround-
ing gender equality in In-
dian newsrooms were dis-
cussed at a session titled 
“Women Editors: Always 
the Bridesmaid,” at an 
ongoing two-day interna-
tional media forum here.

The panel for the ses-
sion at The Media Rum-
ble, organised by News-
laundry and Teamwork 
Arts comprised Shereen 
Bhan, Managing Editor at 
CNBC-TV18; Durga Rag-
hunath, CEO (Digital) of 
The Indian Express; senior 
political journalist and 
presently Consulting Edi-

tor at The Indian Express 
Coomi Kapoor; and Maria 
A. Ressa, CEO and Execu-
tive Editor of Rappler and 
formerly CNN’s bureau 
chief in Manila. 

Conversations ranged 
from a unanimous voic-
ing of the repeated and 
unwelcome emphasis on 
a woman’s marital status, 
the need to rethink poli-
cies and benefits extended 
to women, as well as pari-
ties in compensation to 
male and female employ-
ees to which both Shereen 
and Maria observed the 
need for women to realise 
their worth and negotiate 

with the same tenacity 
that men do. 

Coomi Kapoor, whose 
book “The Emergency: A 
Personal History” created 
quite some buzz in 2015, 
however, highlighted how 
women’s representation 
in newsrooms has gone up 
since the 1970s. 

She reminded the au-
dience that during those 
days the only women one 
would see in newsrooms 
were the secretaries. 

The panel further dis-
cussed the blatant gender 
disparity still prevalent 
in the country’s vast lan-
guage media.

Panaji, aug. 4 (ianS): In an advisory is-
sued on Saturday, the Goa Police traffic 
cell warned drivers against mimicking 
the Kiki challenge which has gone viral 
on social media, calling the act “highly 
dangerous” and instead implored peo-
ple to take up the challenge to quit al-
cohol and smoking. “People have been 
urged to stay away from such foolish 
challenges, even if some crazy celebri-
ties are doing it,” Traffic Superintendent 
Dinraj Govekar said in a statement. 

“Instead they have been asked to 
take some other good challenges such 
as clearing competitive examination, 
staying fit and healthy, helping poor and 
needy, quitting smoking or alcohol,” the 

state’s Information and Publicity divi-
sion said. 

The Kiki Challenge is “highly dan-
gerous to ones own safety and that of 
other road users”, the statement said, 
and added that strict action under the 
Motor Vehicle Act and Indian Penal 
Code, including arrest and confiscation 
of vehicle could take place for filming 
the challenge. The Kiki challenge, which 
has gone viral all over the world involves 
people jumping out of moving cars to 
dance to Canadian rapper Drake’s song 
“In My Feelings”.

Police in several Indian states have 
already issued advisories against emula-
tion of the challenge.

new Delhi, aug. 4 (ianS): 
Three High Court judges 
were on Saturday ap-
pointed to the Supreme 
Court, including K.M. 
Joseph, the Chief Jus-
tice of Uttarakhand High 
Court, ending a standoff 
between Centre and the 
judiciary.

The President signed 
the warrants of appoint-
ment of Justice Joseph, 
Madras High Court Chief 
Justice Indira Banerjee 
and Orissa High Court 
C h i e f  Ju s t i c e  V i n e e t 
Saran.

“In exercise of the 
power conferred by the 
clause (2) of the article 
124 of the Constitution 
of India, the President is 
pleased to appoint Jus-
tice K.M. Joseph, Chief 
Justice of the Uttara-
khand High Court, to be 
a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India with ef-
fect from the date he 
assumes charge of his 
office,” said the notifica-

tion of Justice Joseph.
The total number of 

judges in the apex court 
would now be 25, against 
the sanctioned strength 
of 31.

With the appointment 
of Justice Banerjee, the 
top court would have 
three female judges.

The top court colle-
gium had reiterated its 
January 10 recommenda-
tion saying it had noted 
that there was nothing 
adverse regarding suit-
ability of Justice Joseph in 
the two communications 
sent by Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad while 
returning the recommen-
dation for reconsidera-
tion.

Recommending Jus-
tice Joseph’s elevation 
to the top court, the col-
legium said: “The col-
legium considers that 
at present Justice K.M. 
Joseph is more deserv-
ing and suitable in all 
respects  than other 

Chief Justices and senior 
puisne Judges of High 
Courts for being ap-
pointed as Judges of the 
Supreme Court.”

The government had, 
however, sent the files 
back to the collegium 
to reconsider Joseph’s 
name, invoking the prin-
ciple of seniority, saying 
that he stood at number 
42 in the seniority of High 
Court Judges and that 
there were 11 Chief Jus-
tices of High Courts sen-
ior to him.

The government had 
also flagged the issue of 
non-representation of 
judges from the Sched-
uled Castes and Tribes in 
the apex court.

However, the general 
perception was that Jus-
tice Joseph had earned 
the displeasure of the 
central government after 
a bench headed by him 
ruled against the imposi-
tion of President’s rule in 
Uttarakhand.

Jammu, aug. 4 (ianS): 
The intruder who was shot 
dead by security guards 
for breaching security at 
the Jammu residence of 
former Chief Minister and 
Lok Sabha member, Dr. 
Farooq Abdullah on Sat-
urday, did not carry any 
weapon, police said.

Murfad Hussain Shah, 
26, breached the outer 
security ring at Farooq Ab-
dullah’s Bhatindi area resi-
dence in Jammu around 
9 a.m.

“He rammed his black 
SUV with the gate and 
entered the residence ran-
sacking everything that 
came his way.

“He also had a scuffle 
with one of the security 
personnel who received 

injuries.
“The intruder was fi-

nally shot by a security 
guard on the stairs leading 
to Abdullah’s bedroom,” a 
police officer said.

The intruder belonged 
to Poonch district.

The intrusion was 
definitely not intended to 
cause any physical harm 
to Abdullah as the intruder 
did not carry any weapon. 

Abdullah was not 
present at his residence 
when the intrusion oc-
curred.

“The reason for the 
extremely irresponsible 
and dangerous act by the 
intruder is still being veri-
fied,” the officer said.

Immediately after the 
death of the intruder, his 

weeping and wailing sister 
appeared at the gate of the 
VVIP.

Abdullah has Z-plus 
security and is protected 
by the National Security 
Guards (NSG).

Few other VVIPs in the 
country have the NSG de-
ployed as their personal 
security.

Former Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, tweeted: 
“I am aware of the inci-
dent that took place at the 
residence my father and I 
share in Bhatindi, Jammu. 
Details are sketchy at the 
moment. Initial reports 
suggest an intruder was 
able to gain entry through 
the front door and into 
the upper lobby of the 
house.”

new Delhi, aug. 4 (ianS): The 
extradition request for fugi-
tive diamond merchant Mehul 
Choksi, who has secured an 
Atiguan passport and is living 
there, will soon be sent to the 
Caribbean country, the CBI said 
on Friday.

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), which is probing the 
INR 13,500-crore banking fraud 
allegedly committed by the jew-
eller and his nephew Nirav Modi, 
said that its letter to get Choksi 

deported has been forwarded to 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA).

The CBI sent on Monday the 
letter to the Union Home Ministry 
which in turn forwarded it to the 
MEA, an official said.

In its request to the Home 
Ministry, the CBI said Choksi’s 
extradition was being sought “on 
grounds of principle of reciprocity 
and dual criminality”.

A source revealed that the 
MEA has received the extradition 

request from the CBI and is cur-
rently in the process of conveying 
it to the authorities in Antigua and 
Barbuda.

India and Antigua are sig-
natory to the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption 
(UNCAC) -- a multilateral treaty 
negotiated by the member-states 
of the United Nations and pro-
moted by the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime, the CBI pointed out in 
its request.

Choksi is said to have fled In-

dia on an Indian passport in the 
first week of January 2018. 

The Antiguan government 
is believed to have cleared his 
application for citizenship in 
November 2017, for which he 
may have paid around INR 1.3 
crore.

He took the oath of allegiance 
as a citizen of Antigua on Janu-
ary 15. Days later, on January 29, 
the CBI filed a case and started 
investigating Choksi and Nirav 
Modi.

Jammu, aug. 4 (Pti): The 
Jammu and Kashmir unit 
of the BJP today said the 
party was open to a de-
bate over Article 35A of 
the Constitution, which 
confers special status to 
permanent residents of 
the state, as protests con-
tinued against the August 
6 Supreme Court hearing 
on petitions challenging 
the provision.

The apex court is hear-
ing a batch of petitions in 
the matter, including the 
one filed by an RSS-linked 
NGO ‘We the Citizens’, 
seeking quashing of the 
article.

“The BJP is open to a 
debate with anyone or any 
political party on whether 
or not Article 35A is in the 
interest of the people of 
the state. We are extending 
an open invitation,” the 

state BJP chief spokesper-
son Sunil Sethi told report-
ers here.

He said over the last 
few days, the political 
climate in the state has 
heated up over Article 
35A and some political 
parties, especially those 
active in Kashmir, have 
taken an “anti-national 
and anti-people” stand on 
the issue.

Targeting the National 
Conference (NC) and the 
Congress, Sethi said peo-
ple in the Valley are being 
misled over Article 35A by 
being told that it is for their 
betterment and in the in-
terest of the state.

“The continuation of 
Article 35A will not have 
any benefit for the state. 
The central government 
has pumped crores of ru-
pees into the state over 

the last 70 years but the 
development has not been 
as it should have been,” 
he said.

“Investors do not come 
here to set up Infrastruc-
ture. The youth are not get-
ting the jobs,” he added. 

The BJP spokesperson 
alleged some politicians 
want to maintain the posi-
tion for vote bank politics.

Responding to a state-
ment by the NC’s provin-
cial president Devender 
Singh Rana that the special 
provision was introduced 
by Maharaja Hari Singh to 
safeguard the interests of 
the state, Sethi said the sit-
uation was different from 
what it was now when the 
law was enacted.

“It was a princely state 
and not a part of India 
at that time. After acces-
sion, Jammu and Kashmir 

became part of India,” he 
said.

Accusing Rana of play-
ing politics over the name 
of Maharaja Hari Singh, 
Sethi said it was the NC 
and the Congress who 
conspired to send the king 
out of the state and did 
not allow him to return till 
death.

As a result of Article 
35A, West Paksitan refu-
gees, who came to the 
state in 1947, have been 
denied the right of being 
state subjects, which was 
promised to them, and lo-
cal girls who marry outside 
the state lose their right 
over property, he said.

“Jammu and Kashmir 
is not for foreigners but 
West Pakistan refugees are 
Indians and can live any-
where in the country, but 
not Rohingyas and Bang-

ladeshi nationals,” he said.
“My appeal to the peo-

ple of Jammu and Kashmir 
is to understand the real 
purpose of Article 35A. It 
is like an iron chain which 
is keeping us from mov-
ing forward. If the state 
subject laws change, it will 
benefit the state,” Sethi 
said.

Article 35A, which was 
incorporated in the Con-
stitution by a 1954 Presi-
dential Order, accords 
special rights and privi-
leges to the citizens of 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
denies property rights to 
a woman who marries a 
person from outside the 
state. 

The provision, which 
leads such women from 
the state to forfeit their 
right over property, also 
applies to their heirs.

documents that we have 
not received among all 
states was from West Ben-
gal. We had to struggle. We 
had to follow up. But we 
have not received substan-
tial number of documents 
from West Bengal. The 
response (of West Bengal) 
in terms of results was not 
satisfactory,” Sailesh had 
said.

According to the state 
government official, near-
ly 15,000 responses were 
sent to the Assam govern-
ment out of the total about 
1.14 lakh requests and “we 
are working on the rest”.

The NRC verification is 

faster in areas like Kolkata 
but is “pretty slow” in the 
rural areas, he said.

Stating that less man-
power is a reason for the 
delay, he gave the example 
of cases which needed to 
be verified from the West 
Bengal Council of Higher 
Secondary Education.

“We had asked other 
departments to check the 
authenticity of the people 
concerned and the rest of 
the verification was done 
by our officers. So we did 
everything to speed up 
the process,” the official 
said.

In the districts, a verifi-

cation request was needed 
to be referred to the dis-
trict magistrate who would 
then send the file to the 
SDO.

“The file will move 
from the SDO to the BDO 
who will refer it to the gram 
panchayat for verification. 
The file will be returned 
through the same channel. 
So the verification is tak-
ing a long time in the rural 
areas,” he said.

Sailesh had said that 
the he had made an ex-
ception by deputing his 
own staff to assist the state 
government.

“But West Bengal was 

the only state where all 
required documents for 
the draft NRC was not re-
ceived,” Sailesh had said.

Out of about 1.14 
lakh cases sent to Bengal 
government, only 7,438 
responses have been re-
ceived, Sailesh had said.

The final draft NRC 
was published on July 30 
and it had excluded more 
than 40 lakh residents.

Most of the names 
were excluded due to 
lack of proper documents 
proving Indian citizenship, 
Assam officials had said.

Dubbing the process 
of identification for the 
Assam NRC as a ploy of 
the BJP-ruled central gov-
ernment to do vote bank 
politics, West Bengal Chief 
Minister and Trinamool 
Congress supremo Mama-
ta Banerjee has been pro-
testing against the exclu-
sion of over 40 lakh people 
from the NRC.

She had sent an eight-
member TMC team, com-
prising six MPs, one MLA 
and West Bengal minister 
Firad Hakim to Assam to 
take stock of the situation 
on August 2. 

The team of TMC lead-
ers was detained at the 
Silchar airport by state 
police. They later returned 
from Assam.
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Supporters of the Pakistani political party Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) protest the results of the re-
cently concluded general elections, on Friday, Aug. 3, 2018. Protesters condemned officials of the Election 
Commission and claimed that the polls were rigged.

Islamabad, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
About 1.67 million votes 
were excluded from the 
count in Pakistan’s July 25 
general election, surpass-
ing the number of ballots 
rejected in 2013 polls, ac-
cording to a report by an in-
dependent poll watchdog.

Free and Fair Election 
Network (FAFEN) is a coa-
lition of 30 domestic non-
governmental organiza-
tions that observe general 
election and mobilize vot-
ers.

According to the FAF-
EN report, the increase in 
the number of discarded 
ballots was a ubiquitous 
phenomenon observed in 
Pakistan’s all four provinces 

and Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT). Overall, the 
increase was recorded at 
around 11.7 per cent. 

There were more than 
100 million registered vot-
ers in Pakistan but out of 
them, only about 51 per 
cent exercised their fran-
chise, according to the 
Election Commission.

Around 40 per cent 
increase in the number 
of rejected votes was ob-
served in Balochistan, 
30.6 per cent in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa including 
Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA), 7 per 
cent in Sindh and 6.6 per 
cent in Punjab, said the 
report cited by Geo News.

In ICT, the number of 
ballots excluded from the 
count was over double the 
discarded ballots in the 
region in 2013 election. 

The report also said that 
the number of votes ex-
cluded from the count sur-
passed the margin of vic-
tory in 120 (21 per cent) of 
the 570 provincial assembly 
constituencies where polls 
were conducted. 

These included 58 con-
stituencies in Punjab, 24 in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 22 in 
Sindh and 16 in Balochistan. 

The victory margin in 
79 national and 169 provin-
cial assembly seats was less 
than 5 per cent of the total 
votes cast, FAFEN said. 

Singapore, Aug. 4 (PTI/AFP): North 
Korea today said the US was acting 
with “alarming” impatience on the is-
sue of denuclearisation, after Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo stressed the 
need to maintain full sanctions pres-
sure on Pyongyang.

The contrasting comments at a 
security forum in Singapore came after 
a new UN report showed Pyongyang 
was continuing with its nuclear and 
missile programmes and evading 
sanctions through ship-to-ship oil 
transfers. At historic talks with Presi-
dent Donald Trump in June, North 
Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un signed up 
to a vague commitment to “denuclear-
isation of the Korean Peninsula” -- a far 
cry from long-standing US demands 
for complete, verifiable and irrevers-
ible disarmament.

While US officials have publicly 
been optimistic about the agreement, 
Pyongyang appears to have made little 
substantial progress and Washington 
has become concerned that some UN 
member states are easing sanctions.

At the ASEAN Regional Forum, 

North Korea’s Foreign Minister Ri 
Yong Ho criticised US impatience on 
denuclearisation. “What is alarming, 
however, is the insistent moves mani-
fested within the US to go back to the 
old, far from its leader’s intention,” he 
said, according to a statement.

Since the June agreement, 
Pyongyang had taken “goodwill meas-
ures”, including a halt on nuclear and 
missile tests and “dismantling a nu-
clear test ground”, he said.

“However, the United States, in-
stead of responding to these measures, 
is raising its voice louder for maintain-
ing the sanctions against the DPRK,” 
he said, using the initials of the North’s 
official name.

“As long as the US does not show 
in practice its strong will to remove 
our concerns, there will be no case 
whereby we will move forward first 
unilaterally,” Ri added.

Earlier at the same forum, Pompeo 
said he was emphasizing “the impor-
tance of maintaining diplomatic and 
economic pressure on North Korea” 
but also said that he was “optimistic” 

about the prospects for progress when 
it came to North Korean denuclearisa-
tion.

At yesterday’s meeting, the US 
delegation also delivered a letter from 
Trump intended for Kim, by passing it 
to Ri, said the State Department.

On sanctions, Pompeo singled out 
Russia after reports suggested Moscow 
breached sanctions by granting work 
permits to North Korean workers.

During meetings with other for-
eign ministers in Singapore, Pompeo 
said he had called specifically for sanc-
tions to be enforced through halting 
ship-to-ship oil transfers.

Cutting off oil and fuel to the North 
would require enforcement prima-
rily by China, which supplies most of 
North Korea’s energy needs, but also 
by Russia, which delivers some oil to 
Pyongyang. 

Yesterday’s forum, hosted by the 
Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), brings together top 
diplomats from 26 countries and the 
European Union for talks on political 
and security issues in the Asia-Pacific.

Jerusalem, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
The Israeli military on Fri-
day struck a Hamas military 
post in the southern Gaza 
Strip, according to a state-
ment issued by the Israel 

Defense Forces (IDF).
The strike was carried 

out by an IDF tank after sev-
eral Palestinians infiltrated 
into Israel from southern 
Gaza, and hurled firebombs 

and an explosive device in 
the border fence area, said 
the Israeli army, Xinhua 
reported.

According to the army, 
about 8,000 Palestinians on 

Friday gathered in five loca-
tions along the Gaza Strip 
border, attempting to sabo-
tage security infrastructure.

A 25-year-old Palestin-
ian was killed and 220 oth-
ers wounded during the 
clashes on the Gaza Strip 
border, the Israeli media 
quoted the Gaza Health 
Ministry as saying.

“The troops are re-
sponding with riot disper-
sal means and operating 
according to standard op-
erating procedures,” said 
the IDF.

The Islamic Hamas 
movement, which runs the 
Gaza Strip, was consider-
ing accepting the terms of 
a long-term cease-fire with 
Israel, which was brokered 
by the United Nations envoy 
for Middle East peace and 
Egyptian officials in recent 
months, Israeli media re-
ported.

Singapore, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on Saturday an-
nounced a new $300 mil-
lion fund for security coop-
eration in the Indo-Pacific 
region where Washington 
and Beijing are competing 
for influence.

“As part of our commit-
ment to advancing regional 
security in the Indo-Pacific, 
the US is excited to an-
nounce $300 million of new 
funding to reinforce securi-
ty cooperation throughout 
the entire region,” Pompeo 
told a press briefing on the 
sidelines of a meeting of 
Foreign Ministers from the 
10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) in Singapore.

The new security as-
sistance is designed for 
maritime security, hu-
manitarian assistance and 
peacekeeping capabilities, 
and countering transna-
tional threats, Efe news 
reported.

“This new security 
assistance will advance 

our priorities, especially 
strengthening maritime 
security, developing hu-
manitarian assistance and 
peacekeeping capabili-
ties,” Pompeo said. Earlier 
this week, the US said it 
will invest $113 million in 
technology, energy and 
infrastructure initiatives.

The top US official said 
that he discussed Chinese 
militarisation of the South 
China Sea and the impor-
tance of a rules-based order 
in the region with the Asean 
nations. He also highlight-
ed US President Donald 
Trump’s commitment to 
the Indo-Pacific strategy 
as a major engine for eco-
nomic growth. Regarding 
North Korea, Pompeo said 
pressure on Pyongyang 
should be maintained as 
concerns mount about 
the Kim Jong-un regime’s 
willingness to denuclearise.

He said he discussed 
with Chinese officials the 
US decision to maintain 
sanctions on North Korea. 
“We also talked about the 

importance of enforcing 
UN Security Council reso-
lutions and they made clear 
their commitment to do 
that.”  However, Pompeo 
said the US was confident 
North Korean denucleari-
sation would be imple-
mented according to the 
accepted timeline.

The Asean meeting co-
incided with a bitter trade 
dispute between Washing-
ton and Beijing. Talking 
about the ongoing row, 
Pompeo said: “President 
Trump inherited an unfair 
trade regime where Ameri-
can workers in American 
companies are not treated 
reciprocally or fairly by 
the Chinese. Efforts of the 
Trump administration are 
to right that, to correct that, 
to adjust that.” 

Tr ump threatened 
to double tariffs on $200 
billion of Chinese goods, 
while China said it would 
impose tariffs ranging from 
5 to 25 per cent on $60 bil-
lion worth of American 
products.

Vientiane, Aug. 4 (IANS): The death toll 
in the flooding caused by a dam collapse 
in southern Laos has climbed to 30 after 
the recovery of four more bodies, rescue 
authorities said on Saturday.

Rescuers retrieved a body from Ban 
Mai Village and three from South Thahin 
Village, said Phalom Linthong, deputy 
director general of the General Political 
Department. Among the four bodies re-
trieved, two were of children, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Mai and Thahintai were among the 
six most severely-affected villages in the 
flooding.

Phalom said that the rescue work still 

relied on man power and authorities faced 
the risk of sinking into the deep mud now 
covering the disaster-hit area.

Ounla Xayasith, deputy governor of 
Attapeu Province, said a rescue team 
with advanced equipment will join the 
Lao military personnel in the rescue op-
eration starting from Sunday. At least 101 
people still remain missing, according to 
figures released by authorities.  An under-
construction saddle dam of the Xe Pian-Xe 
Nam Noy hydropower project, invested by 
South Korean, Thai and Lao companies, 
collapsed on July 23, unleashing a large 
amount of water and hitting some 13 vil-
lages of Sanamxay district.

Moscow, Aug. 4 (IANS): Eighteen people were 
killed in a Russian helicopter crash on Satur-
day in East Siberia region, authorities said.

Russia’s Emergencies Ministry said the 
MI-8 went down at 10.20 a.m., about 180 
kilometre from the town of Igarka, in Kras-
noyarsk region.

“There were three crew members and 15 
passengers abroad the Mi-8 that belonged to 
Utair airline,” an emergency services official 
told TASS news agency. The helicopter flew 2 
kilometre before it crashed. No one survived. 

According to preliminary data, the heli-
copter collided with the external cargo sus-
pension of another helicopter that took off 
earlier, before it fell, collapsed and burnt, a 
statement published by Russia’s Federal Air 
Transport Agency said.

The helicopter with cargo landed safely 
after the crew dropped the external suspen-
sion, it added. Law enforcers said that all 
possible versions were under consideration, 
including a crew error and equipment failure.

A task force was set up to establish the 
causes and conditions of the catastrophe. 
The criminal investigators of the Main Direc-
torate of Criminalistics of Russia’s Investiga-
tive Committee were sent to the scene, the 
committee said in a statement.

Both black boxes of the helicopter were 
found, a source in regional emergency serv-
ices was quoted by Sputnik news agency as 
saying, adding that the recorders were in a 
satisfactory condition. 

The Emergencies Ministry was sending 
over a group of An-74 and Be-200 aircraft 
and 25 people from regional search and 
rescue centres to the site of the crash, ac-
cording to the Krasnoyarsk region branch of 
the ministry. 

Harare, Aug. 4 (PTI/AFP): Zim-
babwean President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa has called for 
unity in the wake of allega-
tions that his election victory 
was tainted by fraud, hailing 
the vote as a fresh start for the 
country after the repressive 
rule of Robert Mugabe.

As defeated opposition 
leader Nelson Chamisa de-
cried the official results as a 
sham, Mnangagwa, a former 
Mugabe ally, defended the 
vote.

“With the eyes of the world 
on us we delivered a free, fair 
and credible election,” Mnan-
gagwa told reporters yester-
day.

He added that while “no 
democratic process is flaw-
less”, Zimbabwe’s first post-
Mugabe election was a far cry 
from the fraud-tainted polls 
seen during Mugabe’s 37 years 
in power.

His plea for unity came 
after allegations of foul play 
sparked a deadly crackdown 
on protesters in Harare on 
Wednesday when troops 
opened fire, killing six.

Mnangagwa, who is seek-
ing to end Zimbabwe’s inter-
national isolation and attract 
badly needed foreign invest-
ment, said he would set up an 
independent commission to 
investigate the bloodshed.

The United States yes-
terday said the election was 
marred by violence in the af-

termath of the vote and called 
on the winner to show “mag-
nanimity” and the opposi-
tion to show “graciousness in 
defeat”.

Final results showed 
Mnangagwa won 50.8 per 
cent of Monday’s vote against 
Chamisa’s 44.3 percent -- a 
knife-edge 0.8 per cent above 
the threshold needed to avoid 
a run-off.

But Chamisa has insisted 
he was the winner of an elec-
tion he condemned as “fraud-
ulent, illegal, illegitimate”.

“We are not accepting 
fake results,” he said, vow-
ing to challenge the results 
through the courts. Mnan-
gagwa stretched out a hand 
to Chamisa, telling him: “You 
have a crucial role to play in 
Zimbabwe’s present and in its 
unfolding future.” 

Mnangagwa was allegedly 
involved in state violence dur-
ing the 2008 elections when 
then opposition leader Mor-
gan Tsvangirai pulled out of 
the run-off after at least 200 
of his supporters were killed 
in attacks. 

Apart from Mugabe, who 
ruled with an iron fist since 
independence from Britain in 
1980 until last year, he is the 
only president that Zimbabwe 
has known.

Chosen to lead the ZANU-
PF party in November after 
the brief military intervention 
that deposed Mugabe, Mnan-

gagwa had promised a free 
and fair vote to turn the page 
on years of brutal repression.

Mugabe left Zimbabwe’s 
economy in disastrous shape, 
presiding over the seizure 
of white-owned farms and 
hyperinflation, and Mnan-
gagwa has made investment 
a priority.

“Zimbabwe is now open 
for business,” he told report-
ers. “We want to leapfrog and 
catch up with other develop-
ing countries.” 

Charles Laurie of analysts 
Verisk Maplecroft said that 
after taking over from Mugabe, 
“Mnangagwa’s task was not 

just to win the election, but 
to convince the international 
community of a new Zimba-
bwe by winning it cleanly and 
fairly.

“The killing of six protes-
tors and questions over his 
government’s conduct at the 
polls, means Mnangagwa 
drags virtually all of Mugabe’s 
baggage into his presidency,” 
he added.

President Cyril Ramapho-
sa of neighbouring South Af-
rica was the first key partner 
to congratulate Mnangagwa, 
calling on all Zimbabweans 
to accept the result. Chamisa 
has alleged flagrant vote-rig-

ging under the Zimbabwe 
Election Commission, a body 
which under Mugabe was 
frequently accused of helping 
to fix elections in favour of 
ZANU-PF. “Mr Mugabe was at 
least sophisticated,” Chamisa 
complained. ZEC officials 
have robustly denied allega-
tions of bias or rigging, and 
international observers have 
largely praised the conduct of 
election day itself.

But EU monitors said that 
Mnangagwa, who enjoyed 
tacit military support and 
control of state resources, 
benefited from an “un-level 
playing field”.

The Zimbabwe Election 
Support Network, a non-parti-
san observer group, estimated 
Chamisa could have won up 
to 47.8 percent of the vote 
based on its monitoring work. 
Chamisa urged opposition 
supporters to refrain from 
violence as he pursues the 
legal route -- though such a 
challenge appears to offer op-
position party MDC little hope 
of overturning the outcome.

Soldiers and police came 
out in Harare in force on 
Thursday after the deadly 
unrest, clearing the city cen-
tre, but by Friday the streets 
and markets were crowded 
as usual.

In the suburb of Mbare, 
jubilant ZANU-PF supporters 
waved party banners as music 
blared from a car.

“This is a new Zimbabwe, 
we are happy,” said Tendai 
Mugadzi, a 32-year-old IT 
specialist.

He was untroubled that 
Mnangagwa had won by a 
wafer-thin margin. “It just 
shows that this was a free and 
fair election,” he said.

ZANU-PF also won a large 
majority in parliamentary 
elections held alongside the 
presidential vote. 

Nearly 21 people ar-
rested today during a raid on 
MDC headquarters are due 
to appear in court in Harare 
charged with “public violence” 
during post-election protests.

Islamabad, Aug. 4 (IANS): The oath-taking ceremony 
of former cricketer Imran Khan, who is set to be the 
next Prime Minister of Pakistan, may not take place on 
August 11, as expected earlier. The swearing-in is now 
likely to be held on August 14 or 15, the media reported.

Leading daily Dawn on Friday quoted Law Minister 
Ali Zafar as saying that he, along with caretaker Prime 
Minister Nasirul Mulk, want the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief’s swearing in to take place on August 14 
(the country’s Independence Day).

Zafar said that a fresh session of the National Assem-
bly could be called on August 11 or 12.

He elaborated by saying that if the National As-
sembly meets on August 11, then Khan can take oath 
of office on August 14. But if, the Assembly session is 
called on August 12, then the swearing in will take place 
on August 15.  “We wanted that the new Prime Minis-
ter should take his oath on Independence Day so that 
the new government can start its functioning with full 
national fervour and commitment to bring progress to 
the country,” Zafar said. The caretaker Law Minister told 
the media that as per the Constitution, the first session 
of the National Assembly would have to be summoned 
within 21 days after the general election. It was necessary 
to fulfil this obligation by August 15. Khan had earlier ex-
pressed his desire to take the oath of office on August 11. 

The PTI had initially planned to invite several 
foreign personalities including Bollywood superstar 
Aamir Khan and Indian cricket legends Kapil Dev, Sunil 
Gavaskar and Navjot Singh Siddhu to the swearing-in 
ceremony. But decided against it later.

In earlier discussions with the Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice, PTI leaders were told that extending invitations to 
heads of state was “a sensitive matter”. 

Khan’s PTI emerged as the single largest party in the 
National Assembly with 115 general seats, while with 
the addition of the general and reserved seats of its al-
lies, the party claimed to have secured at least 172 seats, 
according to Dawn. 

Former Premier Nawaz Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz and Bilawal Bhutto-led Pakistan Peoples 
Party won 64 and 43 general seats, respectively.

1.67 million ballots rejected 
in Pakistan polls — Report

N Korea criticises “alarming” US behaviourIsraeli military strikes Hamas military post in Gaza

US pledges $300 mn. for security 
cooperation in Indo-Pacific

Death toll in Laos dam collapse reaches 30

Russian helicopter 
crash kills 18 in Siberia

Zimbabwe president calls for unity as opposition cries foul

Imran Khan’s oath-
taking ceremony may 
be postponed —Report

AP/PTI

Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa addresses a press conference in Harare ,Friday, Aug, 3, 2018. Zimba-
bwe’s president says people are free to approach the courts if they have issues with the results of Monday’s election, 
which he carried with just over 50 percent of the vote. 

AP/PTI

Palestinian protesters escape from teargas fired by Israeli troops during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border 
with Israel, Friday, Aug. 3, 2018. 
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Actor Michal Douglas has warned his children that they may not be as successful as him. “We 
have talked all about it. They have seen good fortune but they understand it’s really about... if 
they have that joy of performing and want to do it, then great. It’s not easy. Second generations 
are rare in terms of success. Or third generations. So we wish them well. “You are always happy to 
see someone young have something they’re interested in,” Douglas told i newspaper. However, 
he said that him and his “Spartacus” star father Kirk have spent some time reminiscing about their 
respective careers and are both excited about the youngsters carrying on the Douglas name on 
the big screen, reports femalefirst.co.uk. “I was just out in LA and I saw dad and we were kind of 
reminiscing, and I said, ‘Look at us, dad, between the two of us we’ve done over 160 movies in 80 
years, and we got four more Douglases coming up here, so this could easily be 250 movies in 100 
years!” he said. (IANS)

5.20 pm: Mission Impossible Fall Out (Eng) 2D

10 am, 3 pm: Mulk (Hindi) 

12.30, 8 pm: Fanne Khan (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320
HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

MTBA youth department XXVII MusicFest culminates

Alex Parrish cracked door open 
for women of colour, says Priyanka 
as she bids adieu to ‘Quantico’

Bruno Mars makes history in Hawaii with third stadium show in Honolulu

‘Housewives are biggest CEOs in India’

Mila Kunis not 
keen to act with 
Ashton Kutcher

Kanye West is almost a billionaire, 
thanks to his fashion brand

T
he XXVII MusicFest 
organised by the 
Mokokchung Town 
Baptist  Arogo 
(MTBA) youth de-

partment concluded on August 
3 with an aura of reminiscence 
and enthusiastic love as the 

audiences were   captivated 
by performances of various 
artistes who stole the night’s 
stage.

The event started with P 
Toshi Associate Pastor MTBA 
invoking God’s blessings.

The evening saw the amal-

gamation of different genre of 
music ranging from percussion 
to solo, from chorals to musical 
plays and from guitar recitals to 
pantomimes.

Temsuchuba, EAC Mokok-
chung exhorted the congrega-
tion through his life experi-

ences and his humble and firm 
faith in God which has brought 
him this far while stressing on 
the importance of the kind of 
music that one choose.

Apart from performances 
by members of the MTBA 
youth department and its 

neighbouring churches, special 
invitees Zhavie Whourie, Inato 
Assumi, Alpine Blues and the 
crowd’s favourite ‘Tune Up 
Channel’ mesmerised the 
spectators with their power-
packed performances.

The tradition of giving away 

‘MusicFest’ every year to four 
lucky persons added to the 
beauty of the event. 

The MTBA Youth Depart-
ment A & B youth fellowship 
closed the gala event with a 
confluence of music, dance 
and drama which moved the 

crowd leaving an exciting and 
longing imprint for next year’s 
XXVIII MusicFest.

MusicFest organised by the 
MTBA youth department is the 
longest running annual event 
of the district. 

Our Correspondent 

A
s Priaynka 
Chopra’s debut 
American TV 
series “Quanti-
co” had its finale 

last night, the actor said 
bringing Alex Parrish to life 
challenged her “physically 
and emotionally”. 

The 36-year-old Indian 
star, who made her foray 
in to the West with the ABC 
series, said getting a lead-
ing role in her debut show 
has made her hopeful 
about the future prospects 
for “female talent and 
women of colour”. 

“As the season ends, I 
am saying goodbye to Alex 
Parrish. As you’ll see, her 
story will come full circle... 
and that is the best feeling 
as an actor. Bringing Alex 
to life has challenged me 
physically and emotion-

ally, but even more 
significant it has (I hope) 
cracked the door open 
for female talent and 
women of colour to play 
leading ladies. 

“Thank you for 
opening your homes 
and hearts to me every 
week. Thank you to the 
cast and crew of ‘Quan-
tico’ for being such an 
amazing team to work 
with, for all the memo-
ries that I will cherish. 
Memories of laughter, of 
learning new things, of 
making friends for life. It 
was a pleasure working 
with each and every one 

of you, and I look forward 
to crossing paths again,” 
Priyanka posted on Twitter. 

In the series, the actor 
played Alex Parrish, an 
FBI agent who joins the 
agency after graduating 
from the FBI Academy and 
becomes a prime suspect 
of a terrorist attack on 
Grand Central Terminal. 
The thriller series, which 
had a three-season run 
at ABC, was helmed by 
Joshua Safran.

Priyanka is set to star 
opposite Chris Pratt in 
“Cowboy Ninja Viking”, 
directed by Michelle Ma-
cLaren. In India, the actor 
will be next seen along side 
Farhan Akhtar in director 
Shonali Bose’s “The Sky Is 
Pink”.

PTI

B
runo Mars will have 
quite the homecom-
ing run when his 24k 
Magic World Tour hits 
Honolulu in Novem-

ber. The Grammy-winning singer 
has added a third date to his stop 
at Aloha Stadium, Nov. 8. React-
ing to high demand, the bonus 
show comes ahead of already 
booked performances on Nov. 
10 and 11, all three of which have 
sold out.

After hitting Europe, the Far 
East and Australasia, Mars’ tour, 
produced by Live Nation, picks 

up its North American route on 
Sept. 7 in Denver, Colorado.

In booking the trio of home-
coming shows, Mars becomes 
the first artist to break the 
concert attendance records of 
U2 and Michael Jackson, both of 
whom played for two nights at 
the 50,000-capacity stadium.

Tickets moved swiftly as Mars 
offered priority sales to zip code-
restricted Hawaii residents for 
the first 48 hours.

Playing two nights in Hong 
Kong in May, Mars grossed 
$4,814,632 on ticket sales of 

27,847, according to Pollstar.
The 24K Magic trek marks 

Mars’ first full-length tour since 
his Moonshine Jungle Tour 
launched in 2013, which sold 2 
million tickets globally across 
155 sold-out dates. 

Mars next appearance will 
be at Lollapalooza tonight (Aug. 
3) on a bill that includes Post 
Malone, The National, Bebe 
Rexha, Tyler the Creator, Walk 
the Moon and Brockhampton, 
among many others. Watch the 
Lollapalooza live stream here.

variety.com

A
ctress Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan says the 
housewives are the big-
gest CEOs in the country.

This weekend’s epi-
sode of “Indian Idol 10” promises to 
be a star- studded affair 
with actors 
Anil 
Ka-

poor, Aishwarya and Rajkummar 
Rao making an appearance on the 
show. 

After contestant Indira Das’ 
performance, her mother asked 
Aishwarya about her views on the 
housewives of the country, read a 
statement.

“The housewives are the big-
gest CEOs in the country and they 

should be given utmost respect 
and appreciation 

in the country. 
I doff 

my hat off with full respect and 
appreciation to all the housewives 
of the country and the world,” said 
Aishwarya.

To which, one of the show’s 
judges Vishal Dadlani said: “Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan being one of 
the most beautiful women in the 
world is just like any other house-
wife. As I remember on one of my 
music world tours when Amitabh 
Bachchanji had invited me and the 
whole crew to his suite for a dinner 
party, the world’s most beauti-
ful lady Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
served dinner with her own hands 
to each and every member of the 

crew.
“She served them dessert as 

well, after which she had her 
meal.”

IANS

A
ctress Mila Kunis says she thinks it 
would be “weird” to act opposite hus-
band and actor Ashton Kutcher again.

They may have met co-starring on 
“That ‘70s Show”, but the experience 

of acting alongside Kutcher is not one Kunis is 
particularly keen to repeat going forward.

On “Sunday Today With Willie Geist”, Kunis 
said her playing opposite Kutcher again is “prob-
ably not going to happen”, reports dailymail.
co.uk. 

“I can’t look at him and not be like: ‘What are 
you doing?’ Like, it’s like a weird -- no! Like, no, 
it’s weird,” she said. She recalled, “In a scene with 
him, I was like, ‘Oh, I see you acting’. Like, I can 
catch it! And so -- and he looked at me and he 
was like: ‘What’s that face you make?’

“And I was like: ‘We can’t do this. We can’t be 
together in a scene’. Because we both looked at 
each other and we were like - you can catch each 
other on, like, the weird shtick, so to speak.”

Since “That ‘70s Show”, Kunis and Kutcher 
had cameos in the 2014 film of “Annie”.

IANS

M
uch like his sister-in-
law Kylie Jenner, Kanye 
West is on the cusp of 
becoming a self-made 
billionaire.

According to The Blast, the legen-
dary musician’s fashion label Yeezy, 
created in partnership with Adidas, 
just received a valuation of close to 
$1.5 billion. Seeing as West is a major-
ity stakeholder in the brand, this recent 
assessment would put the rapper’s 
personal net worth somewhere around 
a billion dollars.

A source told the website that West 
“has received several offers for invest-
ments and potential buyers of the com-
pany, but he has not decided yet how 
much, if any, he wants to part with.”

During an appearance on “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live” earlier this week, West’s 
wife, Kim Kardashian, warned fans that 
her husband would be imminently join-
ing the so-called “three-comma club.”

Asked if she was “almost a billion-
aire,” the “Selfish” author replied, “I 
would say my husband is, so that makes 

me one, right? Close by proximity.”
Back in April, West shared this 

rather prescient tweet: “Yeezy will hit 
a billion dollars this year. It is the 2nd 
fastest growing company in history. It 
is a unicorn on its way to becoming a 
decacorn.”

While many scoffed at the bombas-
tic statement at the time, it appears the 
rapper’s prediction was dead on.

Pagesix.com

Michael Douglas warns kids of lack of success
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Andy Murray

AP/PTI

England’s cricketers leave the field after their victory over India in the first test cricket match at Edgbaston in Birmingham, England on Saturday, Aug. 4.

AP/PTI

Venus Williams, right, of the United States, shakes hands with Maria Sakkari, of Greece, after Sakkari won their 
match at the Mubadala Silicon Valley Classic tennis tournament in San Jose, Calif. on Friday, Aug. 3.

EM Images

Aramban Boby Singh (second from right) with the management and staffs members of Oriental Fitness & Spa at the inauguration function on Saturday.

HOME TURF 
AR to conduct district level football 
tournament in Phek and Kohima

Inter District and State Open 
Badminton C’ship deferred

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): Kohima and Phek battalion 
of Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (North) in 
a press note stated that it will be conducting a District 
Level Football Tournament from Aug. 17 till the 22nd 
at the unit football ground in Phek and from Sept. 1 at 
the Kohima local ground. According to the note, two 
teams will be selected to represent each district in the 
forthcoming ‘Nagaland Football Tournament being 
organised in memory of Captain (late) N Kenguruse, 
Maha Vir Chakra’ which is scheduled to be conducted 
at Kohima from Sept. 10 till the 17th. Teams will not be 
charged any registration fee for participation.
The winners and runners-up will be awarded a cash 
prize of INR 25,000 and 15,000. Prizes for the golden boot 
and golden gloves will also be awarded, the note stated.

Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): The Nagaland Badminton As-
sociation (NBA) and Phek District Badminton Associa-
tion (PDBA) have postponed the schedule for the 42nd 
Inter District and State Open Badminton Champion-
ship, which will now be held from August 9 till the 12th.
According to a press statement received here on Sat-
urday, the championship has been postponed due to 
school children examinations. It will be hosted by PDBA 
at the Multi-Purpose Indoor Stadium in Pfutsero.

Fatigued Murray withdraws 
from Citi Open, Rogers Cup

Venus falls in quarter-final at Silicon Valley ClassicEsports: Reigning eWorld Cup champion ‘Gorilla’ fails to make semis

Oriental Fitness & Spa inaugurated in Kohima

Bengaluru FC go down fighting 1-2 to Atlético Saguntino

Marcelo returns to Real Madrid training

Dovizioso puts Ducati 
on pole for Czech GP

India suffer heartbreaking loss in series opener
Birmingham, Aug. 4 (PTI): 
India suffered a heartbreak-
ing 31-run loss to England 
as skipper Virat Kohli’s he-
roics went in vain amid 
yet another abject batting 
capitulation in a riveting 
opening Test at the Edgbas-
ton today.

It was virtually Kohli 
versus England and when 
the Indian captain was 
trapped lbw off Ben Stokes 
in the 47th over, the absorb-
ing game was only heading 
the home team’s way.

Resuming on overnight 
110 for five, India folded 
up for 162 in 54.2 overs 
despite Kohli’s combative 
51 off 93 balls and Hardik 
Pandya’s 31. 

All-rounder Stokes (4-
40) came to the party on 
the morning of day four 
by removing Kohli and 
Mohammad Shami in the 
same over. James Anderson 
(2-50) and Stuart Broad 
(2-43) took a brace each as 
England drew first blood in 
what promises to be an en-
grossing five-match series.

The Indian bowlers did 
their job in both the innings 
but the batsmen, with the 
exception of Kohli, let the 
team down again. 

The second Test begins 
at Lord’s on August 9.

“Glad to be a part of 
such an exciting Test match. 
There were a couple of mo-
ments when we came back. 

A team like England doesn’t 
let you do it everyday, they 
were relentless and they 
made us work very hard for 
our runs,” said Kohli. 

“It sets up the series 
nicely and gives us what 
we need to do going for-
ward. Our shot selection 
could have been better. We 
definitely need to apply 
ourselves better with the 
bat, but England came back 
superbly and we need to 
take the positives and move 
forward,” added the star 
batsman.

England skipper Joe 

Root was thrilled with the 
result.

“It is a great start for 
us in the series, we know 
there is a lot of work to be 
done, but it gives us a lot of 
confidence. It shows that 
there is so much more than 
just skills, runs and wick-
ets when it comes to Test 
cricket at this level,” he said.

The sun was out at Edg-
baston but the ball was do-
ing enough to trouble the 
batsmen. India got off to a 
poor start as Dinesh Karthik 
(20) fell on the sixth ball of 
the day, caught at second 

slip off Anderson.
It brought Pandya to the 

crease, but Kohli was not 
yet ready to farm strike and 
trusted his partner. It meant 
that Pandya hogged major-
ity of the deliveries early in 
their partnership, but the 
skipper didn’t mind.

Kohli only faced six balls 
in the first 15 minutes of 
play, but Pandya grew in 
confidence as the duo put 
on 29 runs for the seventh 
wicket as he struck some 
lusty blows off Broad. 

The skipper reached his 
17th Test half-century off 

88 balls. 
Thanks to those bound-

aries off Pandya, the bowl-
ing changes came and they 
worked for England. In 
the 47th over then, Stokes 
trapped Kohli lbw as the 
batsman moved too far for-
ward and across to counter 
the incoming delivery. The 
skipper did check for DRS 
review but it went in Eng-
land’s favour.

Surprisingly, Shami (0) 
came out to bat next and 
Stokes made it a double 
blow in four balls as the 
batsman was caught be-

Los Angeles, Aug. 4 (Re-
uters): Venus Williams suf-
fered an upset 6-4 7-6(2) 
defeat at the hands of 
Greece’s Maria Sakkari on 
Friday in the quarter-final 
of the Silicon Valley Classic.

The 38-year-old Wil-
liams held a 3-0 lead in the 
opening set and was up 5-3 
in the second but could 
not hold off a relentless op-
ponent 15 years her junior.

Williams has not ad-
vanced past the third 
round of a tournament 
since March and has yet to 
find the form that helped 
her reach two Grand Slam 
finals in 2017.

World No. 49 Sakkari 
has moved through her 
first three matches without 
dropping a set.

She needed one hour 
and 43 minutes to beat 
Williams, and saved two set 
points in the second set in 
the process.

Sakkari will now face 
American Danielle Collins 
who moved into the semis 
after former world num-
ber one Victoria Azarenka 

Valencia, Aug. 4 (IANS): Bengaluru FC 
began their pre-season tour in Spain 
with a 1-2 loss to Atlético Saguntino in 
their first friendly game at the Masia La 
Grava facility in Alboraya here.

In a fiercely contested encoun-
ter on Friday, it was Saguntino who 
took an early lead through strik-
er David Fas who capitalised on 
goalkeeper Soram Poirei’s error 
and slotted home in the seventh 
minute. 

While Bengaluru created 
chances through new signing Xis-
co Hernandez, they lacked the killer 
finish in the final third going into 
the break with a one-goal deficit.

Bengaluru returned with a re-
newed vigour in the second half 
and dominated proceedings in the 
opening quarter. 

Back-to-back saves from Poirei 
gave Bengaluru confidence who 
pushed up and got the equaliser. Play-
maker Dimas Delgado, who played his 
first game after being taken off for an 
injury in the Indian Super League (ISL) 
final in March, was on target, finishing 
off Udanta Singh’s pass to make it 1-1 
in the 53rd minute.

The visitors continued to create 

a few chances, most notably through 
Xisco who continued to impress on 
his debut. 

However, it was Saguntino who 

m a n - a g e d 
to break down the 
B e n g a l u r u defence and 
score the winner in the 84th minute 
when a cross from the left was nod-
ded home.

Bengaluru coach Carles Cuadrat 

said he was pleased with the perfor-
mance ahead of the tougher tests they 
will face the coming 10 days. 

“We’ve been working hard all these 
days and these games are an opportu-

nity for us to try on the pitch what 
we have been training for. It’s im-

portant to give an opportunity 
to all the players,” he said.

“We have a mix in the team 
where a few players have got a 
lot of game time while there are 
those who haven’t competed 

professionally. 
“I was happy with the perfor-

mance in the game against Sagun-
tino because for large periods, we 
played the football we have been 
training for, and we gave a good 

account of ourselves against a tough 
opponent.”

Apart from Xisco, Poirei and Rino 
Anto started their first games in their 
second spell as well. Meanwhile, 
Chencho Gyeltshen, Altamash Sayed, 
Asheer Akhtar, Bidyananda Singh and 
Aditya Patra came on in the second 
half along with Gursimrat Singh Gill.

Bengaluru next face UAE Pro 
League side Shabab Al Ahli Dubai FC 
on August 6.

hind.
Ishant Sharma (11), 

who has a county half-cen-
tury this summer, came 
down as low as number 
ten, and looked more com-
fortable than Shami im-
mediately. Two fours off his 
blade meant that England 
had to rethink their plans 
once again.

Adil Rashid (1-9) then 
was brought on after the 
drinks break and for the 
second time in this Test, he 
trapped Sharma lbw with 
a googly.

At nine down, it was 
but a matter of time even 
as Pandya tried to stay at 
the wicket and fight until 
the very end. He tried ro-
tating strike with Umesh 
Yadav and attacked Rashid 
as well. But Stokes, who 
might not play the sec-
ond Test owing to his court 
case, managed to nick out 
the edge England wanted. 
Pandya was caught at first 
slip to signal India’s defeat 
in a seesawing Test.

On day one, Joe Root’s 
80 runs helped England 
score 287 runs in their first 
innings. On day two, Kohli 
scored a masterful 22nd 
Test hundred to rescue In-
dia from 169-7 as they fin-
ished with 274 in reply. On 
day three, Ishant’s 5-51 saw 
England bowled out for 180 
runs and setting up a 194-
run target.

Washington, Aug. 4 (Re-
uters): Former world num-
ber one Andy Murray with-
drew from the Citi Open on 
Friday, citing fatigue.

The returning Scot also 
announced his withdrawal 
from next week’s Rogers 
Cup in Toronto. He was to 
have met Australian Alex de 
Minaur in the Washington 
quarter-finals on Friday.

“I’m exhausted after 
playing so much over the 
past four days, having not 
competed on the hard 
courts for 18 months.

I also need to be careful 
and to listen to my body as 
I come back from a long-
term injury,” Murray said in 
a statement.

“I’m gutted not to be 
playing and I’d like to thank 
the tournament and all the 
fans.

“There are lots of posi-

tives to take from this week, 
so I’ll take some time to rest 
and recover, and then head 
to Cincinnati early to pre-
pare and get ready.”

In his third tournament 
back from hip surgery in 
January, the Scot showed 
signs of improvement, 
reaching his first quarter-
final in more than a year.

The 31-year-old cap-
tured all three of his victo-
ries in three sets, the first 
time he has won three con-
secutive deciding sets at the 
same event since winning 
the 2016 Queen’s Club tour-
nament.

An emotional Murray 
broke down in tears after 
coming from behind to de-
feat Marius Copil 6-7(5) 6-3 
7-6(4) in a marathon third 
round match that lasted 
more than three hours on 
Thursday.

retired injured when trail-
ing 3-0 in the second set 
after claiming the first in a 
tiebreaker.

It will be the second 
semi-final of the year for 
Collins.

Johanna Konta was also 
sent packing after a 7-6(4) 
6-3 quarter-final loss to 

fourth seed Elise Mertens.
The Briton had opened 

the tournament with a 
bang on Tuesday when she 
shocked 23-times grand 
slam champion Serena Wil-
liams 6-1 6-0, the worst 
loss of the American great’s 
career.

Konta was unable to 

recreate the magic, how-
ever, instead squandering a 
5-2 lead in the opening set 
against the Belgian before 
bowing out meekly.

Mertens, bidding for 
her fourth title of the year, 
moves into a semi-final 
against fifth seeded Roma-
nian Mihaela Buzarnescu.

London, Aug. 4 (Reuters): 
England’s reigning FIFA 
eWorld Cup champion 
Spencer ‘Gorilla’ Ealing 
failed to make the final four 
of the 2018 tournament on 
Friday after losing to Malta’s 
Kurt ‘Kurt0411’ Fenech.

Saturday’s Xbox One 
semi-final will see Fenech 
take on Saudi Arabia’s 
Group B winner Mosaad 
‘Msdossary’ Aldossary.

Manchester City’s Dan-
ish gamer Marcus ‘Mar-

cuzo’ Joergensen, who beat 
Argentine favourite Nicolas 
‘Nicolas99fc’ Villalba, will 
play Belgian Stefano ‘Ste-
fanoPinna’ Pinna in the 
PlaySta-
t i o n 4 
semi.

T h e 
winner of the cross-console 
Grand final at London’s 
02 Arena will take home 
$250,000 and an invitation 
to the world soccer body’s 
Best FIFA Football awards in 

September and a gleaming 
new trophy.

The runner-up will win 
$50,000 while quarter-fi-
nalists get $10,000 each and 

the knock-
out stage 
qualifiers 
$2,500.

Fenech topped Group A 
with 59 goals, six wins and 
one defeat before despatch-
ing Ealing 5-3.

“I’m expecting every-
thing when I get back; red 

carpet, I can even run for 
President,” joked the Mal-
tese.

None of the countries 
represented in the eWorld 
Cup semi-finals have ever 
won the real soccer World 
Cup, although Belgium fin-
ished third in Russia last 
month.

The virtual finals kicked 
off on Thursday with 32 elite 
players who qualified out of 
a global pool of 20 million 
starters.

Madrid, Aug 4 (IANS): Real Madrid’s 
Brazilian defender Marcelo on Sat-
urday started training for the next 
season at the club sporting city, in a 
session led by new assistant coach 
Albert Celades.

Having wrapped up his vacation 
after participating in the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup, Marcelo joined his coun-
tryman, midfielder Casemiro, who 
had started training on Friday at Real’s 
facilities in Valdebebas, Spain, reports 
EFE news agency.

“Marcelo has got his pre-season 
training underway at the facilities at 
Real Madrid City,” said a statement by 
the club. “The defender worked with 
fitness coach Javier Mallo alongside 
Casemiro, all under the watchful eye 
of Albert Celades, the latest recruit for 
(Julen) Lopetegui’s coaching staff.”

French defender Raphael Varane 
- who was part of the national team 
that recently won the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup in Russia - as well as midfielders 
Luka Modric and Mateo Kovacic of 

Croatia - the World Cup’s runner-up 
- are expected to join the team train-
ing on Monday. “Following a short 
warm-up, both Casemiro and Marcelo 
completed speed-based exercises with 
and without the ball before finishing 
off with a series of running drills,” the 
Spanish squad said on its website.

Most of Real Madrid’s players are 
in the United States, where they are set 
to play the last match of their US tour 
against Italy’s AS Rome at the MetLife 
Stadium in New Jersey on August 8.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima Aug. 4 (EMN): A state of the 
art fitness and spa for Kohima citizens 
was launched at de Oriental Grand 
,Themezie High school road with in-
ternationally renowned body builder 
and  former multiple Mr. World winner 
Aramban Boby Singh from Manipur.

In the inauguration programme, 

renowned world class body builder 
Aramban Boby Singh who clinched 
the Mr World title for a record six times 
and national body building champi-
onship for 21 times, leaving aside the 
numerous international accolades, 
shared about his journey as a body 
builder.

He also encouraged the young 

fitness and body building enthusiast 
gathered at the programme about the 
importance of caring for one’s body 
if they are serious about taking body 
building and  fitness as a career and 
also for one’s personal health.

He later demonstrated some of his 
professional skills in the gym to the 
gathering.

Brno (Czech Republic), 
Aug. 4 (Reuters): Italian 
Andrea Dovizioso will start 
Sunday’s Czech Grand Prix 
on pole position for Ducati 
with compatriot and Mo-
toGP great Valentino Ros-
si qualifying his Yamaha 
alongside.

Spain’s reigning world 
champion Marc Marquez, 
making his 100th start in 
the top flight, completed 
the front row for the works 
Honda team. The pole was 
Dovizioso’s first since Ma-

laysia in 2016 and the vet-
eran beat Rossi by 0.267 
seconds with a best lap of 
one minute 54.689.

Spaniard Jorge Lorenzo, 
for Ducati, joined Britain’s 
Cal Crutchlow (LCR Honda) 
and Italian Danilo Petrucci 
(Pramac Ducati) on the 
second row.

Four-times MotoGP 
champion Marquez won 
at the Czech track last 
year and leads Rossi in the 
championship by 46 points 
after nine races.
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Participants of Dimapur District Wushu Association first Wushu summer coaching camp with the coaches posing for the lens on Sat. Aug. 4.
EM Images

Pusarla V. Sindhu of India reacts after beating Akane Yamaguchi of Japan in their women's badminton 
semifinal match at the BWF World Championships in Nanjing, China on Saturday, Aug. 4.
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Luiz Felipe Scolari

Serena Williams

Conor McGregor and Khabib Nurmagomedov

Badminton Worlds: Sindhu 
overcomes Yamaguchi to enter final

McGregor to face Nurmagomedov in UFC return

Barcelona sign Vidal from Bayern Munich

Serena Williams withdraws from Rogers Cup Scolari says Palmeiras would 
strive to win three upcoming titles

Dembele re-joins 
Barca after vacation

Dimapur district Wushu summer coaching camp concludes

Nanjing (China), Aug. 4 
(IANS): Indian women's 
singles star P.V. Sindhu 
overcame Japanese sec-
ond seed Akane Yamaguchi 
in straight games here on 
Saturday to march into the 
second consecutive final 
of the Badminton World 
Championships.

Third seed Sindhu, a 
three-time World Champi-
onships medallist, prevailed 
21-16, 24-22 in 55 minutes 
over Yamaguchi in a semi-
final to set up the title clash 
against Spanish seventh 
seed and two-time former 
world champion Carolina 
Marin.

Carolina,  the 2016 
Olympic champion, over-
came China's sixth seed He 
Bingjiao with a 13-21, 21-16, 
21-13 victory in an hour and 
nine minutes in the other 
semi-final.

The final pits Sindhu 
against Carolina, who de-
feated the Hyderabadi in 
the Rio Games 2016. Even 
though they have won six 
matches each against each 
other, Sindhu has won three 
out of four games she faced 
Carolina since the final loss 
in Rio. 

For Sindhu, it will be yet 
another great opportunity 
to become the first Indian 
to win a world title as she 
continues to drive the coun-
try's badminton to newer 
heights.

Against 2017 Asian 
Championships silver med-
allist Yamaguchi, Sindhu, 
23, was calm and composed 
even though the 21-year-old 
Japanese put her in difficult 
situations with good starts 

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

in both the games. Sindhu 
benefited a lot from several 
unforced errors on the part 
of Yamaguchi.

In the first game, Yama-
guchi raced away to a 5-0 
lead when Sindhu showed 
the urgency to win three 
consecutive points. Sindhu 
pulled level on the eight-
point mark riding on a five 
points on the trot which 
also gave her the 9-8 lead 
even though the Japanese 
went into the mid-game 
interval with a one-point 
lead.

After the break, Yama-
guchi looked rusty and 
hurried as she lacked con-
centration, hitting decent 
opportunistic shots wide 
and long. It helped Sindhu 

to race to an 18-12 lead be-
fore she won it 21-16.

In the second game, 
Ya m a g u c h i  s l i g h t l y 
changed her approach as 
she didn't give much flight 
on the shuttle to Sindhu. 
Yamaguchi played very 
quick and fast badminton 
to trouble the Indian's mo-
mentum. A very bright start 
gave Yamaguchi an 8-4 lead 
but Sindhu came closest to 
equalise at 7-8.

However, Yamaguchi 
continued her impres-
sive start by sticking to her 
sharp shuttle play. She was 
very quick on her move-
ments and the strokes flew 
rightly with her confidence. 
She made Sinfhu play back 
and forth and the Indian 

made some defensive er-
rors, especially on her left 
side. 

It seemed the match 
was going to the third and 
final game when Yama-
guchi led 19-12, only two 
points away from the win-
ning the second game.

However, despite the 
wide gap, a determined 
Sindhu refused to surren-
der, digging deep into the 
approach of a profession-
al for whom every point 
counts. She reeled off eight 
points on the trot to stun 
her younger rival who 
looked complacent.

Yamaguchi tried to 
play cunning net game 
but it didn't work for her 
as Sindhu retrieved from 

all angles. Yamaguchi and 
Sindhu then exchanged 
a point each with some 
extraordinary rallies till the 
22-point mark, with the 
Japanese earning couple of 
point on body-smashes on 
the Indian.

Afterwards, Sindhu 
forced an error before a 
drop shot hit the net and 
fell on the other side of the 
net as Yamaguchi dived un-
successfully to reach it, giv-
ing the Sindhu a 24-22 win.

With this win, Sindhu 
has taken a 7-4 lead in 
head-to-head record.

Meanwhile, the men's 
singles final will be fought 
between Chinese third seed 
Shi Yuqi and Japanese sixth 
seed Kento Momota.

Yuqi moved past com-
patriot and two-time world 
champion Chen Long 21-
11, 21-17 in 44 minutes, 
while rising star Momota 
ended the dream run of 
Malaysian Daren Liew with 
a 21-16, 21-5 victory in 38 
minutes.

In the mixed doubles 
final, Chinese top seeds 
Zheng and Huang Yaqiong 
will meet compatriot sec-
ond seeds Wang Yilyu and 
Huang Dongping.

The women's doubles 
final will be an all-Japa-
nese affair between second 
seeds Yuki Fukushima and 
Sayaka Hirota and 11th 
seeds Mayu Matsumoto 
and Wakana Nagahara.

In the men's doubles 
final, Japanese fifth seeds 
Takeshi Kamura and Keigo 
Sonoda will take on Chi-
nese fourth seeds Li Junhui 
and Liu Yuchen.  

Los Angeles, Aug. 4 (Re-
uters): Mixed martial arts 
fighter Conor McGregor will 
meet Russian lightweight 
champion Khabib Nurma-
gomedov in Las Vegas in 
October on his return to the 
Ultimate Fighting Champi-
onship (UFC).

The Oct. 6 bout will be 
Irishman McGregor’s first 
since the former two-time 
division champion plead-
ed guilty in New York last 
month to a misdemeanour 
disorderly conduct charge 
for throwing a hand truck 
at a bus full of fighters in 
Brooklyn in April.

The Nurmagomedov 
fight, part of UFC 229, is 
tipped to be the biggest in 
the championship’s short 
history and could become 
the first MMA match to hit 
two million in pay-per-view 
sales.

McGregor, 30, has not 
fought in the octagon since 
he knocked out Eddie Al-
varez in Nov. 2016 to win 
the lightweight title and 
become the first fighter to 
hold two UFC belts at the 
same time.

Since then, his only 
prize fight has been a lu-
crative boxing bout against 

Floyd Mayweather which 
he lost.

McGregor was eventual-
ly stripped of both his UFC 
belts, and in his absence 
the lightweight division has 
become one of the most 
exciting in the UFC.

The unbeaten Nur-
magomedov is currently 
at the top of the pile, hav-
ing secured the belt in an 
unanimous decision win 
over Al Iaquinta in Brook-
lyn in April. Ever since, fans 
have wanted to see how his 
smothering style would fare 
against McGregor’s punch-
ing and quick movement. 

Barcelona, Aug. 4 (Reuters): Barcelona have 
reached agreement with Bayern Munich to 
sign Chile international midfielder Arturo 
Vidal, the two European giants announced 
on Friday.

The 31-year-old, who has played 
100 games for Chile and scored 24 
goals, will sign a three-year deal 
after having a medical in the 
next few days, Barca said in a 
statement.

Bayern added: “Arturo Vidal is 
leaving Bayern Munich with 
immediate effect to 
join Spanish Liga 
champions Bar-
celona. The 
clubs reached 
agreement 
o n  t h e 
transfer late 
on Friday 
evening.”

N o 
t ra n s f e r 
fee  was 
g i v e n 
b u t 
Spanish 
m e d i a 
reports 
said Bar-
ca will pay 
18 million 
euros ($21 
m i l l i o n ) , 
r i s i n g  t o 
21 million 
e u r o s ,  f o r 
the former Bayer 
Leverkusen and Ju-

ventus player.
Vidal, who joined Bayern in 2015 from 

the Turin club, scored 22 goals in 124 ap-
pearances in Munich and won the Ger-

man title three times, the German 
Cup and two domestic Supercups.

“Thank you to FC Bayern and 
all the fans,” Vidal said. “I’d like to 
thank the club for giving me the 
chance to take on another new 
challenge with Barcelona.”

Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge added: “...I wish to 

thank Arturo with all my heart for 
three fantastic years.

“Arturo made a significant 
contribution to the great 

successes we enjoyed in 
this time. He always led 
from the front in impor-
tant matches, and we 
could always rely on him.”

Vidal also enjoyed 
success at Juventus where 
he won four Serie A titles, 
the Italian Cup and two 
domestic Supercups af-

ter joining the Turin club 
from Leverkusen in 
2011.

He played for 
Juve against Barca 

in the 2015 Cham-
pions League 

f i n a l 
where 

h e w a s 
o n t h e 
l o s i n g s i d e 
i n  a  3 - 1 defeat.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 4 (EMN): 
The Dimapur distr ict 
Wushu Association’s first 

Wushu summer coaching 
camp closing programme 
was held on Sat. Aug. 4 at 
the Government Higher 

Secondary School (GHSS) 
Dimapur. 

The 20 days Wushu 
summer coaching camp 

was held from July 16 till 
Aug. 4 at the GHSS where 
25 participants' enrolled for 
the coaching with an eight 

year-old boy as the young-
est participant. 

The participants' for 
the first summer coaching 
camp were boys but the 
sport is open for both boys 
and girls between the ages 
of 8-25 years, said the as-
sociation president Neizo 
Khusoh.

The participants were 
presented certificates of 
participation by SAI STC 
Dimapur centre in charge 
Ch. Naba Singh who also 
encouraged the Wushu en-
thusiasts to continue with 
their passion and remarked 
that organising such camps 
for a sport should be taken 
up by other sports enthusi-
ast as well.  

The association presi-
dent Khusoh informed 
that the regular classes for 
Wushu will commence on 
Mon. Aug. 6.

Sao Paulo, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
Luiz Felipe Scolari, a former 
head coach of the Brazilian 
and Portuguese national 
teams, is happy to be back 
for a third stint at local foot-
ball club Palmeiras.

He also said his squad 
would strive to win all three 
of the competitions it is 
competing in -- the Copa 
Libertadores, the Campe-
onato Brasileiro Serie A 
(Brazil's first division) and 
the Copa do Brasil.

The 69-year-old Bra-
zilian, who attended an 
introductory press confer-
ence on Friday, praised the 
club's new structure and 
said he was motivated to 
win "many more things", 
reports EFE news agency.

S c o l a r i  p re v i o u s l y 
coached Palmeiras from 
1998 to 2000, a period in 
which the club captured its 
first and only Copa Liberta-
dores title (in 1999), and 
again from 2010 to 2012.

He will be back on the 
bench for Palmeiras on Sun-
day for a Brazilian league 
contest against America 
Mineiro, while on August 9 
his squad will take on Para-
guayan club Cerro Porteño 

Montreal, Aug. 4 (Reuters): Serena Wil-
liams has withdrawn from the Rogers Cup 
in Montreal for "personal reasons", Tennis 
Canada said on Saturday, delaying the 23-
time grand slam winner's start to the North 
American hardcourt season.

Tennis Canada said Williams's decision 
to pull out was made for personal reasons 
but did not elaborate.

"Of course, we are disappointed that 
Serena will not be joining us. Fans were 
very much looking forward to seeing her 
in action,” tournament director Eugene 
Lapierre said in a statement. “But beyond 
the disappointment, the tournament, as a 
whole, remains a high-level competition.

"The entire top 10 is here, along with 22 

of the top 25. There are exciting matches in 
store from the outset.”

The tournament opens on Monday with 
world number one Simona Halep as the top 
seed and Caroline Wozniacki, who pulled 
out of the Citi Open earlier this week with a 
leg injury, number two.

Williams, who has not played since 
losing the Wimbledon final to Germany's 
Angelique Kerber last month, will have 
her place in the draw taken by Germany's 
Tatjana Maria.

The 36-year-old American has been 
making a slow but steady return to com-
petitive tennis since returning in March 
following the birth of her first child Alexis 
Olympia.

in the round of 16 of the 
Copa Libertadores, South 
America's premier club 

tournament.
" We  h a v e  ( l e a g u e 

games) until (year's end), 
the Copa do Brasil and Lib-
ertadores, where we have to 
win to keep going. You can't 
prioritize. You have win all 
of them," the veteran man-
ager said.

Scolari, who was head 
coach of the Brazilian squad 
that lost 1-7 to Germany in 
Belo Horizonte in the semi-
finals of the 2014 World Cup, 
said that crushing defeat 
was in the past and that 
he is now remembered for 
what he has accomplished 
throughout his career.

"Brazil finished fourth 
in the 2014 World Cup and 
no one is going to sugarcoat 
the loss we suffered. Life 
goes on ... and one negative 
result doesn't cancel out 99 
positive ones," he said.

A head coach for a 
quarter-century whose list 
of former teams includes 
Chelsea and most recently 
Chinese club Guangzhou 
Evergrande Taobao, Scolari 
said his time in the Asian 
nation had been a good 
learning experience and 
that he would like to return 
there some day.

Barcelona, Aug. 4 (IANS): 
French forward Ousmane 
Dembele, who was part 
of the national team that 
recently won the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup in Russia, on Sat-
urday re-joined Barcelona's 
last training session of the 
week held at its sporting city 
after cutting his vacation a 
few days short.

Dembele, who is set to 
undergo his medical ex-
amination on Monday, took 
to the field alongside Ar-
gentine star Lionel Messi, 
Spain's Gerard Pique, Jordi 
Alba and Sergio Busquets, 
as well as the injured Sergi 
Samper, reports EFE news 
agency. Meanwhile, most of 
the Catalan squad's players 
remain in the United States, 
where they are scheduled to 
play the final clash of their 

US tour against AC Milan 
on Saturday night. After the 
game, the team is expect-
ed to return to Barcelona 
to start preparing for the 
Spanish Super Cup match 
against Sevilla, scheduled to 
be held in the Moroccan city 
of Tangier on Aug. 12.

Spain's Aleix Vidal is ex-
pected to miss the game, as 
he was currently working 
on the details of his upcom-
ing move to Sevilla. Chile's 
Arturo Vidal, Barcelona's 
newest acquisition, could 
be available for the match, 
although he has yet to un-
dergo medical tests before 
joining the team.

Bayern Munich an-
nounced on Friday it had 
reached an agreement to 
transfer Vidal to Barcelona 
on a three-year contract.

Ousmane Dembele


