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Tchutumdan area of Moilan village on the bank of river Doyang has been inundated. Moilan village is in the establishment of the extra additional commissioner of Lotsu. The village is known for large scale 
production of oranges. A large area of orange farms has been destroyed, according to reports. 

Neiphiu Rio with a bust presented to him in Mokokchung on Thursday. 
Tongpang Ozukum is also seen in the picture. 
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Our Correspondent
Wokha, Aug.2 (EMN): The 
unceasing monsoon down-
pour across Nagaland has 
left a trail of destruction in 
its wake and, now, authori-
ties in Wokha have sounded 
an alert concerning the rise 
in the water levels of Doy-
ang River, the state’s biggest 
water body. 

The authorities of North 
Eastern Electric Power Cor-
poration (Neepco) Ltd., sta-
tioned at Doyang in Wokha 
have issued a press release 
containing a warning to 
people residing down-
stream Doyang River. They 
have asked the locals to be 
cautious and avoid going 
for fishing and any other 
activities by the river’s side.

Meanwhile, it was also 
reported that water that 
was being released through 
a spillway from the reservoir 
had caused havoc result-
ing in damage of crop and 
plantations alongside the 
river downstream. 

Officials could not as-
certain the extent of dam-
age or the areas due to bad 
weather conditions, which 
was stated to have prevent-
ed them from visiting the 
affected locations.

Reports also claimed 
that damage has been 
caused in some parts of As-
sam along the border areas 
by the water released from 
the Doyang reservoir.

Following the Neepco 
alarm, the deputy com-
missioner of Wokha, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon, 
who is also the chairman of 
the Wokha District Disaster 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio has said that the 
People’s Democratic Alliance  
government has made a policy 
to hold mini-Hornbill festivals 
coinciding with Naga tribal 
festivals in all the districts, and 
tribal headquarters to boost 
tourism, while also promoting 
the state’s culture and tradition. 
He was of the view that the 
Hornbill Festival in Nagaland 
had become an international 
festival but had been concen-
trated on Kohima alone.

The chief minister was ad-
dressing a mammoth gather-
ing of people at Mongsenyimti 
village and Mokokchung town 
in Mokokchung district, dur-
ing the celebration of the Ao 
Naga people’s premier festival, 
Tsungremmong, on Thursday.

Earlier, the ‘road show’ 
events showcased Naga cul-
tural traditions, cuisine, and 
handloom and handicrafts. 
However it was discontinued, 
but this time the mini-Hornbill 
festivals will be celebrated on 
a bigger scale to promote the 
culture of the Naga tribes to 
promote tourism throughout 

the state, he said.
Rio expressed gratitude 

to the Ao Senden for hosting 
the festival in a grand manner 
in the district. “Nagaland is 
not only known for Hornbill 
festival but it is the land of 
festivals,” Rio asserted. 

Also, Rio informed that 
information concerning the 
premier festivals of the tribes 
would be uploaded in the 
Tourism department’s web-
site. That way tourists visiting 
the state during any month 
of the year can experience the 
culture of the Naga tribes. If the 
Naga people do not preserve 
their heritage and culture but 
embrace modern western cul-
tures, he said, it will be a loss 
of their culture and identity. 
He has urged the people to 
ponder upon this issue seri-
ously and to promote and 
preserve the culture, traditions 
and identity of the Naga com-
munity.

He informed that the dia-
logue between the GoI and the 
NNPG was now in the ‘advance 
stage’ after the central govern-
ment termed that Naga issue a 
political issue.

“We don’t want to fight 

with our neighbouring states 
but they should respect the 
right of the Nagas and we too 
should respect the rights and 
history of their in order to 
coexist together. All problems 
should be solved through 
peaceful means and strength-
en the brotherhood and rela-
tionship of good neighbours,” 
Rio said.

Due to the climactic 
emergencies in the state, Rio 
said, many precious lives and 

property have been lost and 
the state government’s nodal 
agency NSDMA is trying its 
best to provide assistance.

“The government is active, 
all machinery in its disposals 
—PWD, NSDMA and other 
agencies are doing their part. 
We have informed the deputy 
commissioner to notify alert-
ness, prevention measures 
and dispatch relief assistance 
struck by the disaster,” he said.

The CM said to have in-

formed Delhi that connectiv-
ity across Nagaland, which is 
a landlocked state, had been 
damaged and that it was fac-
ing shortage of essential com-
modities. “I have requested 
prime minister and Union 
minister to provide assistance 
to the state,” he said.

Rio provided a hint that the 
state government was pursu-
ing the ministry to resume 
work on the foothill road, 
which will be declared a trans-
Nagaland highway and will 
cross six districts covering a 
distance of 428 Km.

He said that the project had 
been divided into three phases 
namely Tizit to Longtho (170 
km); Longtho-Niuland (126 
Km); and Niuland to Khelma.

However, Rio said that the 
Union minister has informed 
him ‘that the project can be 
sanctioned if there is no land 
compensation problem.’ “If 
the sanction is passed, it would 
be two-lane road and it will 
free the bordering districts if 
some troubles happen in As-
sam,” he said.

The CM also talked about 
the Tizit-Dimapur-Khelma 
railway project which could 

not be because of ‘non-sub-
mission of land clearance’ 
even though it was approved 
in the railway budget during 
Mamata Banerjee’s tenure.

In this connection, Rio 
urged the tribal organisations 
to consult with village councils 
and landowners to give way to 
the railway project, which will 
benefit the people of Nagaland.  

“This belt is an economic 
belt, where there are miner-
als deposits and rice bowl 
which will promote commer-
cial activities for the young 
generation in the foothill,” he 
asserted.

Saying that the year marks 
the birth centenary year of 
Olympian Dr T Ao, he said that 
the Dr T Ao Regional Sports 
Academy foundation stone 
has been dedicated at Di-
mapur, which will be funded 
by the NEC and the Tata Trust, 
among other agencies. He 
added that the Dr T Ao Sports 
Award will resume from Inde-
pendence Day and by Aug. 15 
the state will declare itself to be 
Open Defecation Free.

The Tsungremmong cele-
bration was marked by cultural 
activities and a feast. 

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): Even 
as August 3 this year marks 
the third year of the “frame-
work agreement” having been 
signed between the govern-
ment of India and the NSCN 
(IM), the Naga Hoho has stated 
that the Naga people’s hopes 
have been ‘crushed once again.’

“Different Indian agen-
cies have been claiming that 
Indo-Naga peace deal is very 
much in advanced stage and 
the pact is likely to be signed 
any time. Our last bet for sign-
ing the agreement is during 
the ensuing monsoon session 
of Parliament, however we are 
fretting that it is likely to vanish 
into thin air again,” read a press 
release from the organisation 
on Thursday. 

Restiveness exhibited by 
neighbouring communities, it 
stated, should not be a stum-

bling block to signing the final 
agreement. “Naga people shall 
not react to such destructive 
forces from both within and 
outside unless it is going to 
be costly for the Nagas as we 
are crystal clear that our Naga 
problem is an issue which 
involves both the national and 
international arena.

We have clearly stated from 
time and again that India must 
strike at the right opportune 
time to resolve the Indo-Naga 
imbroglio and  we wonder 
what more better opportunity 
the GOI  want other than the 
present political scenario,” the 
statement read.

According to the Naga Hoho, 
Naga people will not expect any 
political solution in many more 
years to come if it goes beyond 
September, 2018 considering 
the forthcoming parliamentary 

elections in India. 
“We are also fully con-

vinced that enough of nego-
tiations and agreement have 
been done during the last 21 
years of formal and informal 
political dialogues between 
the Naga political negotiators 
and the different Interlocutors 
on behalf of GoI. Even then, 
the GoI is unable to sign the 
peace Agreement, but is rather 
exhibiting an uncompromis-
ing attitude and flexibility on 
symbolic issues which are very 
dear to the Nagas.”

It is time for the Naga po-
litical negotiators to rethink 
whether to go ahead with the 
present system of negotiation 
or continue sitting in their cosy 
confinements in Delhi ‘as we 
believe that India is not pre-
pared for honourable political 
solution,’ it stated. 

CBI books Major for 2009 Manipur 'encounter' death
New Delhi, Aug. 2 (IANS): The 
CBI has registered a murder 
case against Army Major Vijay 
Singh Balhara and seven oth-
ers in the killing of a 12-year-
old boy in Manipur in an al-
leged "encounter" in 2009, the 
agency said on Thursday.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) named Bal-
hara in an FIR it filed on Tues-
day against the accused in the 
death of Azad Khan. Balhara 
was attached with the Assam 
Rifles and was heading a team 
when the alleged 'encounter' 
took place. 

The CBI's move comes 
after the Supreme Court on 
July 14 directed the agency to 
go through the records of the 
case, lodge necessary FIR and 
complete the investigation on 
the basis of a report submitted 
by the Justice Santosh Hegde 
Commission. 

Khan's father Wahid Ali, a 

resident of Phoubakchao vil-
lage in Manipur, had deposed 
before Justice Hegde Commis-
sion that his son was killed by 
the personnel of Manipur Po-
lice Commando in a staged en-
counter after picking him from 
his home on March 4, 2009. 

Besides Balhara, Broason 
Thanga (Havaldar), Suresh 
Meitei (then Havaldar) and 
Thangjapo Toithang (a driver) 
are named along with four 
other unidentified security 
persons in the CBI FIR. 

All the accused allegedly 
took Khan, a Class VII student 
with no criminal anteced-
ents, from his home before his 
death, the Commission said in 
its report. 

The evidence given by the 
security forces revealed that 
the deceased was a suspected 
member of the Peoples Unit-
ed Liberation Front (PULF) 
and that the group was not a 

banned organisation as per 
the Manipur government.

Khan's family had said 
that at 11.50 a.m., about 30 
security personnel came to the 
house and dragged Khan to a 
nearby field where he was se-
verely beaten up amid protests 
from parents. 

On the Supreme Court's 
July 14 direction, the CBI reg-
istered another FIR on Tues-
day naming two then Army 
Havaldars -- Laisram Prem-
kumar Singh and L. Romesh 
Singh -- and three other secu-
rity personnel in the death of 
Khumbongmayum Orsonjit 
Singh on March 16, 2010 in an 
alleged "encounter", which 
has also been investigated by 
Justice Hegde. 

The two cases were termed 
as "fake encounter" by the 
Supreme Court-appointed 
Justice Santosh Hegde Com-
mission.

Urban Dimapur 
wants census 
on ‘tenants from 
outside the state’  
Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): In light of the 
Nagaland government’s recent order 
to village/colony authorities to check 
‘influx of people from outside the state 
in violation of the existing rules’, two 
organisations whose jurisdiction cov-
ers urban Dimapur have issued notices 
to all the gaonburra (GB) and chairmen 
of colonies.

A joint statement from the GB 
union of Dimapur and the Dimapur 
Urban Council Chairmen Federation 
(DUCCF) informed on Thursday that 
they have convened a meeting of 
colony councils, GBs ‘along with youth 
and women bodies within two weeks’ 
of this news being published. The 
leaders will be ‘sensitised about the 
advisory/directive issued by the state’s 
Home department.’

The colony authorities have been 
directed to undertake a census of all 
tenants from outside the state, with 
proper verification; instruct ‘house 
owners’ not to allot space to any new 
tenant without the consent and ap-
proval of the colony council and GBs 
otherwise the ‘house owners shall be 
held responsible and answerable.’

The colony authorities have also 
been directed to undertake verification 
drives frequently to ensure that ‘unreg-
istered tenants’ are not given shelter. 
They are not to issue no-objection 
certificates to ‘outsiders of suspected 
origin’ and are to report immediately 
to the authorities about any suspicious 
activities. 

Power cuts in parts 
of Dimapur today
Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): The de-
partment of Power has informed on 
Thursday that there would be a power 
shutdown on August 3 in localities 
supplied by the following feeders: 
Purana Bazaar feeder, Airport feeder, 
Veterinary feeder, Town feeder and 
Power house feeders. 

The duration will be from 5 am to 
9.30 am, according to a press release 
from the department. The shutdown 
has been necessitated by a ‘preventive 
maintenance work’ at the 66/11 KV, 2 
x 10 MVA sub-station, control room, 
Burma Camp power house. 

Source: Soil & Water Conservation Department Nagaland

State receives excess rainfall of 72.68 % during January to July 2018
Observatory wise excess /deficit rainfall w.e.f Jan to July 2018

Sl. 
No

N/Observatory Actual rainfall in mm 
(Jan to July 2018)

Normal in mm  
(Avg of many years)

Departure 
Percentage 
(%)

1 Kohima 1387.3 633.8 118.9
2 Sechü 1242 402.5 208.6
3 Mangkolemba 1156.6 542.2 113.3
4 Wokha 1470.4 328.4 347.8
5 Dimapur 299.3 625.3 -52.1
6 Bhandari 1013.8 885.1 14.5
7 Shamator 1388.6 393.8 252.6
8 Longleng 940.5 808.9 16.3
9 Mokokchung 1574.5 824.8 90.9
10 Jalukie 867.7 566.9 53.1
11 Phek 1130 725.5 55.8
12 Tseminyu 887 577.1 53.7
13 Mon 1388.6 550.4 152.3
14 Zunheboto 1073.6 819.0 31.1
15 Tuensang 1472.7 624.4 135.8
16 Meluri 793.3 895.8 -11.4
17 Kiphire 704.2 677.7 3.9
 AVERAGE 1105.3 640.1 72.68

Minister Authority (WD-
DMA), inspected the site.  
WDDMA authorities and 
staff of the State Disaster 
Response Force are keeping 
vigil, it was informed.
73% excess rainfall  
this year 
Since the turn of this year 
till July 31, Nagaland has 
registered an excess rainfall 
of 72.68 %, according to the 
state’s Soil and Water Con-
servation department. 

A press release from the 
department on Thursday 
informed that its data on 
rainfall indicated Nagaland 

as having received an aver-
age rainfall of 1105.3 mm 
against the normal (long 
term average) of 640.1 mm 
during those seven months. 

“Except Dimapur and 
Meluri observatories, the 
rest 15 meteorological ob-
servatories of Nagaland 
recorded excess rainfall 
during this period. Wok-
ha district recorded the 
maximum excess rainfall 
(departure of + 347 per 
cent from normal) while 
Mokokchung received the 
highest amount of rainfall 
i.e., 1574.5 mm in Naga-

land during this period,” it 
informed. (See table above)
Kohima damage count: 
118 houses since July 
Statistics from the District 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA) of Kohima 
has shown that 118 houses 
have been damaged and 
167 families in the district 
affected by a series of cli-
mactic emergencies since 
July 8 this year, according to 
a DIPR report. Many roads 
have been washed away or 
damaged too. 

“The Kohima DDMA in 
collaboration with various 

line departments have been 
monitoring the affected 
places round the clock till 
date to assess the dam-
ages; spot verifications and 
distribution of immediate 
relief to the affected families 
in cash or in kind. The line 
departments have been 
involved in restoration and 
repairing of the damaged 
roads along with their ma-
chineries, manpower and 
equipments,” it reported.

Citizens have been asked 
to call the numbers 1070 
and 0370-2291120/2291122 
for cases of emergency. 

Indian Air Force to airlift 
supplies 
The Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity (NSDMA) has issued a 
‘tentative’ schedule for ‘air-
dropping of essential com-
modities’ by the Eastern Air 
Command of the Indian Air 
Force to four districts hit by 
the recent monsoon rains.

A press release from the 
agency on Thursday in-
formed that operation will 
begin at 9.30 am (subject 
to weather conditions) ten-
tatively on Aug. 3 for the 
following districts:

Yepthomi seeks Centre’s 
attention 
The Lok Sabha Member from 
Nagaland, Tokheho Yeptho-

mi, has informed the House 
on Thursday about the mon-
soon crisis in Nagaland.  

According to a press re-
lease from the public rela-
tions officer at Nagaland 
House in New Delhi, Yeptho-
mi informed the Parliament 
that the situation in Naga-
land had worsened from 
July 26 due to heavy rain and 
thunderstorm ‘disrupting 
normal life in the state.’  

“The state capital along 
with all districts particularly 
Phek, Kiphire and Tuensang 
districts have been cut off 
due to numerous landslides. 
It is also reported that six 
persons have been washed 
away in floods and many 
families have been evacu-
ated from the damaged col-
lapsed houses in the land-
slides areas.

“Again due to major land-
slide from one hill top, the 
River Sidzü in Phek district 
has clogged the flow of river 
and an artificial dam has 
been formed stretching more 
than 1 km in upstream. The 
dam may burst any moment 
which will cause massive 
damage in the downstream 
villages and paddy fields in 
Nagaland and the district of 
Golaghat and Jorhat of As-
sam state,” he said. 

Tokheho also apprised 
the House that Nagaland 
does not have railways, wa-
terways, and airlines within 
the state for communica-
tion; it is dependent on road 
transport services. He has 
requested the Union Home 
minister to ‘kindly send an 
officer to Nagaland to visit the 
affected areas in the state.’

Airdropping at 
Tening and 36 
AR Coy Camp, 
Peren

Airdropping at 
Tobu
Airdropping 
at Kiphire Hq. 
and Pungro
Airdropping 
at Noklak and 
Noksen

•	Peren

•	Mon

•	Kiphire

•	Tuensang

Naga Hoho says time for negotiators to ‘rethink’ 
INDO-NAGA TALKS  



St. Joseph’s College 
gets A++ Grade 

‘Dimapur flood a man-made disaster’ 

Indigenous Naga suggests on ILP 

‘Educated people should learn to live together as a people’

St. Joseph’s College conducts rights and entitlement seminar 
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Dimapur, Aug. 3 (EMN): The Academic and Administrative 
Audit (AAA) Committee has placed the St. Joseph College, 
Jakhama with a CGOA of 3.64 on a ‘Four Point Scale at A++ 
Grade’. 

A press release received here informed that the AAA 
committee, through its exercise on July 17 2018 to the 
college processed and approved by the Higher Education 
placed the grade. 

 It also informed that the Director of Higher Education, 
Kohima, Kuholi Chishi, in a letter to the principal of the 
college, “assured that the institution would be enabled to 
initiate further quality enhancement measures. 

In this connection, the release stated that the manage-
ment members of the college expressed happiness and 
thanked all the stakeholders of the institute for the achieve-
ment. 

Kuholi Chishi speaking at the ANCSU’s 39th foundation event in Kohima 
on August 2.

Municipal workers in Dimapur clear a drain where non-recyclable waste had accumulated. Citizens being irresponsible with waste materials and 
Dimapur’s lack of proper waste disposal systems and drains are perceived to be the main contributors to flooding, and early degradation of roads in 
the town. 

Nagaland DGP informs 
The director general of Police of Nagaland, T J Long-
kumer, has called on all officers under the Nagaland 
Police, especially the Armed Wing, to be ready with 
volunteer force to help the administration in cases of 
landslides and other emergencies in their area of re-
sponsibilities. Further, all the officers are also directed 
to co-ordinate with the superintendents and district 
administration and to assist them with proper plan-
ning, briefing, and to aid the domain experts. 

Kma. DC orders immediate 
removal of abandoned vehicles, 
construction materials
In view of the recent occurrence of various disasters 
in Kohima district and with a view to ease and miti-
gate the damages caused, the deputy commissioner 
Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, has ordered for im-
mediate removal of all the off-road and abandoned 
vehicles, construction materials, etc., dumped on the 
roadside by the concerned authorities, if not removed 
by the owners. The order also stated that ‘any person 
violating the same shall be prosecuted as per relevant 
provision of law.’ The order has been issued in the 
interest of public safety and to effectively manage 
various disasters in the district.

Zeliang People’s Organisation 
convenes meeting
The Zeliang People’s Organisation Dimapur has con-
vened an emergency meeting on Aug. 4 at 10 am at 
Zeliang Welfare Building at Eros Lane in Dimapur. The 
meeting will be conducted with its executive, advisors, 
Zeliang Women Organisation Dimapur, the two unit 
councils Verne and Liangmai frontal and the Zeliang 
Students’ Union Dimapur, to discuss an important 
issue. All the members are requested to attend the 
meeting.

Rengma Chairmen Forum 
meeting rescheduled to Aug. 3
The Rengma Chairman Forum has informed that the 
previous meeting for July 31 has been rescheduled to 
August 3 at Rengma Hoho Hall Tseminyu. All the vil-
lage council and chairman are requested to attend as 
election of new team of office bearers will be held on 
the day. The earlier scheduled July 31 meeting could 
not be conducted due to unavoidable circumstance.

Zunheboto DC cautions public
The deputy commissioner of  Zunheboto, 
Zunheboto,Shanavas, in an advisory notice has in-
formed the public to avoid going for fishing, hunting, 
picnic, and such., during the monsoon season as the 
level of streams and rivers may have increased over 
the past few weeks leading to increase in the volume 
of water flow and debris flowing under the current. 
The deputy commissioner also informed to exercise 
precautionary measures so that threat to life and 
properties are mitigated.

Meeting in connection with 
Independence Day held at Mon
A coordination meeting for work distribution in con-
nection with the celebration of Independence Day 
for Mon HQ was conducted on Aug. 2 at deputy com-
missioner’s (DC) conference hall in Mon. The DC, K 
Thavaseelan, has requested all departments under 
Mon district to coordinate with each other for the 
successful conduct of the occasion. 

Noklak ADC informs on mass 
social work
In view of the forthcoming Independence Day cel-
ebration, the additional deputy commissioner of 
Noklak, Theodore Yanthan, has announced that there 
will be a ‘mass social work’ on Saturday Aug. 11 in all 
the sectors under Noklak town and all governmental 
offices’ compound from 6 am onwards. All the sectors 
gaon burahs and chairmen are directed to inform 
their respective sectors to participate in the ‘mass 
social work.’ The administration, DBs will supervise 
during social work.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
‘Indigenous Naga’, a Di-
mapur based organization, 
today suggested to the state 
government for formulat-
ing ‘Inner Line Permit regu-
lation in Nagaland’. 

In a letter to the Home 
Commissioner, Nagaland, 
the Indigenous Naga Con-
venor, Keneiletuo Zumvu 
suggested the extension of 
ILP regulation to the entire 
Dimapur district and to ap-
point a Nodal Officer under 
the home department to 
monitor the ILP regulation 

and implementation. 
it also suggested the 

constitution of special ILP 
cells at the airport, train 
station, ISBT and all the Na-
galand Houses. It also sug-
gested the establishment 
of more ILP check gates at 
border areas and to install 
CCTV in all the ILP cells 
and check gates for proper 
monitoring.

It also suggested the 
introduction of barcode 
in the ILP card and bar-
code reader in all the po-
lice station and check post 

and empower every village 
council for authentication 
and verification. Moreover, 
it suggested the hiking of 
the existing ILP fee to sup-
port and assist the set said 
of regulation effectively. 

In this connection, 
the release stated that the 
Indigenous Naga express 
hope that the government 
and the home department 
will ‘act without any fur-
ther delay as directed by 
the cabinet in submitting 
the proposals on the issue 
of ILP’. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug 2 (EMN): 
An educationist has ob-
served that students to-
day are running for easy 
life and not willing to sac-
rifice for people at large 
and isolating themselves 
so much that they are not 
developing themselves 
and others as well.

This was said by di-
rector, Higher Education, 
Kuholi Chishi at the All 
Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ANCSU) 
39th foundation day cum 
felicitation of degree top-
pers this morning, Aug 
2 at Ura Academy Hall, 
Kohima.

Emphasising on the 
need for the educated 
people to learn to co-
exist and live together as 
a people, Chishi encour-
aged the students to go 
out, scatter and learn 
from wherever they are 
placed and educate peo-
ple as well.

Pointing out that there 
is a right time to achieve 
something and attain 
success, she advised the 
students to make the best 
use of their time and let 
every day be an experi-
ence to learn something 
new.

Every experience – 
good or bad, she said, is 
an experience to sharpen 

Dimapur, August 2 (EMN): 
The Alumni Association of 
St. Joseph’s College Jakhama 
conducted an awareness pro-
gramme on “Know Your Rights 
and Entitlement” at the college’s 
Indoor Stadium on August 2. A 
press note from the Alumni As-
sociation on Thursday informed 
that Kezhokhoto Savi, who is an 
advocate and also the president 
of Nagaland Voluntary Con-
sumers’ Organisation (NVCO) 
attended the programme as the 
resource person. 

The updates stated that the 
principal of the college Rev. Fr. 
Dr. Sebastian Ousepparamil 
welcomed the past pupils and 
expressed his appreciation to 
the alumni association for con-
stantly supporting the college.

According to the updates, 
several topics such as environ-
ment, food safety, human rights, 
food security, consumer rights, 
RTI, Public Services Delivery, 
and Lokayukta were covered by 
the resource person during the 
programme. Savi said that the 
air that we breathe, the water 
that we drink, the food that we 
eat, all come from the environ-
ment but humans have done 
loads of damages to the earth by 
cutting down trees, stone quar-
ry, and deforestation among 
others. The updates mentioned 
Savi as saying land was one of 
the world’s most important nat-
ural resources and that human 
need to protect land, rivers, and 
mountain among other things. 
Savi stated that slavery, poverty, 

physical torture, killing, hunger, 
sex exploitation, forced labour, 
child labour, commercial sex, 
and illiteracy were against hu-
man rights. 

In the updates Savi stated 
that human right was a symbol 
of hope. He added that Naga-
land was yet to have a State Hu-
man Rights Commission. The 
Food Safety and Standard Act 
2006 was being implemented 
in the state in which the com-
missioner and secretary to the 
department of health and fam-
ily welfare was designated as 
food safety commissioner with 
the chief medical officer in 
the district designated as food 
safety officer.

The updates further men-
tioned that Savi added the ab-

sence of Food Commission, 
which the state government 
should set up as per the es-
tablishment of National Food 
Security Act 2013. He said that 
Ministers and MLA including 
senior officers and rich people 
were not entitled to avail any 
food grains under the Act. 

According to the updates, 
consumers are also protected 
under the Consumer Protec-
tion Act 1986 and that dissemi-
nating this awareness in the 
society especially in rural areas 
was very important. The traders 
take advantage of consumer’s 
ignorance. Savi mentioned that 
NVCO had received complaints 
from citizens about the courier 
service and speed post in which 
the service providers call up the 

consumers to come and col-
lect at their counters despite of 
the consumers having paid for 
home delivery. In these cases, 
he advised that consumers can 
call up Nagaland State Con-
sumer Helpline.

The updates informed that 
through RTI several corrupt 
practices could be exposed 
including backdoor appoint-
ments, deduction of public 
fund, etc. Earlier the NVCO had 
launched the Public Services 
Delivery Campaign with an ap-
peal to the state government to 
introduce similar legislation for 
effective public service delivery 
to its citizens in the state which 
would also curb corruption in 
the state government function-
aries.

CRPF sets up help centre ANGCTA joins rest of the country to protest Higher 
Education Commission of India Act of 2018Dimapur, Aug. 3 (EMN): 173 BN 

CRPF today informed that it is set-
ting up ‘help centre’ to assist those 
interested candidates who want to 
help Centre for flinging up the on-
line application of upcoming SSC 
Constable (GD) Recruitment 2018 
in CRPF, BSF, CISF ITBP and SSB.   

The centres are located at Head 
Quarter 173 Bn CRPF, Airfield, 
Dimapur Nagaland (Helpline No. 
03862-242666); F/173 BN, Referral 
Hospital, Dimapur (OC-F Coy- 
9436874307); and Transit Camp, 
CRPF Industrial village Razhuphe 
Dimapur (OC-TC-9472107763). 

A press release from the 178 BN 
CRPF informed that the Govern-
ment of India, Ministry of Home 
affairs through Staff Selection Com-
mission has invited application 
for the post of constable (General 
Duty) (Pay Scale - Rs 21,700 -69,100) 

in Central Armed Police forces 
(CAPFs), NIA and SSF and rifleman 
(GD) in Assam Rifles (AR) for 54, 953 
vacancies (male 47, 307 and female 
7636). The last date for submission 
of application is Aug. 24 2018. 

Those who are recruited 
through SSC will be further allotted 
to ITBP, BSF, CISF, CRPF SB Assam 
Rifles, NIA and SSF. Eligible and 
interested candidates may apply 
through the authentic website 
www.ssc.mic.in of SSC, informed 
the release. 

The mode of selection will be 
through computer based online 
examination, physical efficiency 
test/physical measurement and 
medical examination. For detailed 
information, interest candidates 
may go through notification pub-
lished in employment news date 
July 2 2018. 

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): At 
the call of the All India Fed-
eration of University and Col-
lege Teachers Organisation 
(AIFUCTO), the All Nagaland 
College Teachers Association 
(ANGCTA) with more than 
six lacs university and college 
teachers across the country 
will remain on mass casual 
leave on Aug. 3.  A press release 
from the ANGCTA informed on 
Thursday.

The main reason for the 
mass casual leave was to pro-
test against the proposed High-
er Education Commission of 
India Act of 2018 and other 
issues affecting the future of 
higher education and hurting 

the interest of teaching and 
teachers community in the 
country. 

At the call of Aifucto, the 
university and colleges teach-
ers will observe a simultaneous 
massive dharna and rally on the 
same day at Delhi at 10:30 am. 
Thousands of teachers from 
across the country will congre-
gate at Parliament Street in New 
Delhi, to voice their demands 
and grievances. All other teach-
ers associations and organisa-
tions have extended full sup-
port to the Aifucto movement, 
the association informed.  

Some of the main demands 
of Aifucto are immediate with-
drawal of Higher Education 

Commission of India (HECI) 
Act of 2018; Cent per cent cen-
tral assistance to the states for 
simultaneous and uniform 
implementation of the sev-
enth UGC pay scale across the 
country; uniform pay scale 
and service condition for ad 
hoc, part time, contractual, 
guest and block grant teachers; 
permanent appointments in 
all vacant post in universities 
and colleges; to maintain the 
democratic, secular and pub-
lic funded higher education 
system in India; and to stop 
privatisation and commer-
cialisation and corporatisation 
of education, the press release 
stated.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
After the late July mon-
soon flood that severely 
affected Dimapur which 
was as bad as the previ-
ous years, has unmasked 
the lackadaisical attitude 
of the people and the ad-
ministration. 

Floods are entirely 
manmade with poorly 
maintained drains, ran-
dom throwing of wastes 
in open spaces and drains 
contributing to amass-
ing of water after a heavy 
downpour, says Dimapur 
Revenue Officer (RO) 
Mhalo Lotha. 

On being quer ied 
over land encroachments 
which was the main cause 
for poor town planning, 
the RO acknowledged 
that land encroachment 
was one concern that was 
contributing to floods in 
Dimapur. It is the collec-
tive responsibility of the 
concern colony councils 
and ‘gaon buras’ to see 

STATE

that their respective col-
ony was planned respon-
sibly  and see that the 
land are not encroached 
more than the issued land 
patta, asserted Lotha.    

Individuals are re-
sponsible including citi-
zens and officials as well; 
habitation is growing at 
a fast pace in Dimapur 

and the Dhansiri river is 
running in the middle of 
the town which gives an 
idea about haphazard 
town planning , pointed 
out Lotha. 

Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) adminis-
trator Moa Sangtam said 
a range of factors includ-
ing land encroachment 

and lack of civic sense 
were among the issues 
that was contributing to 
Dimapur flood every year. 

“Drains are not dust-
bins it was designed for 
easy flow of water but 
we are contributing for 
floods every monsoon by 
throwing and accumulat-
ing wastes in the drains”, 

said Sangtam.
DMC has a separate 

‘drainage cleaning team’ 
that cleans drains around 
Dimapur which falls un-
der DMC every morning 
and they are monitored 
everyday to see if they 
have missed a day he said.  

Planning has to have 
a long-term perspective 

but in Dimapur houses 
are built even on top of 
drains which are an ap-
parent result of land en-
croachment.  The drains 
are not in uniform and 
narrower because of 
encroachment. But the 
land owners cannot be 
questioned as they are in 
possession of land patta, 
pointed out the DMC ad-
ministrator.  

“Flood is a disaster 
that could be controlled 
to some extent but with 
collective efforts and re-
sponsibility and we can-
not wait for monsoon 
and flood disaster to take 
place only at the time 
when it occurs.   “. 

He said the issue of 
land encroachment has 
been raised with the Di-
mapur district admin-
istration on Wed. Aug. 1 
meeting and also pointed 
out that the narrow drains 
are not able to take the 
pressure of huge water 
accumulated. 

 EM Images

a person to be better, de-
velop one’s personality 
and emerge courageous. 
Besides excelling in aca-
demics, Kuholi main-
tained that  students 
should learn to be a hu-
man.

While congratulating 
the toppers, Chishi at the 
same time advised that 
they should not be com-
placent and be satisfied 
with only a component 
of their lives. Rather, she 
said they must strive to 
achieve qualitative in all 
aspects of their lives by 
making the effort to take 
a small step differently – 
“an extra step out of an 
ordinary to be an extraor-
dinary”.

Meanwhile, in a first 

of its kind since ANCSU 
was established in the 
year 1979, the union has 
constituted an award for 
the 54 degree toppers 
from various disciplines, 
inclusive of students 
from university, autono-
mous and technical col-
leges.

‘Nothing much has 
changed in Naga society’

Reminiscing the ear-
ly years when ANCSU 
was formed in the year 
1979, one of the found-
ing members, Neingulo 
Krome observed that 
Naga society is caught 
in all kinds of upheavals 
because of the modern 
environment.

Though the Naga so-
ciety has become very 

advanced along with the 
rest of the world, he said 
the problems still re-
mains the same as noth-
ing much has changed. 

Stating that Naga so-
ciety has its shares of trail 
and tribulations, Krome 
recalled that ANCSU was 
formed not only to look 
into the welfare of the 
college students, but at 
that point of time, the 
intrusion and inflow of 
the IBIs was its main con-
cern.

“Our concern was if 
this flow continues Na-
galand will be sold to 
outsiders” said Krome 
and recalled that at that 
point of time there were 
no strong organisations 
to take stock of the situ-
ation.

Making a compari-
son of the bygone years 
and the present day, 
Krome noted with regret 
that nothing much has 
changed and that Nagas 
are too proud and lazy to 
do petty jobs. Sounding 
a note of cautioned, he 
said “today we are over-
whelmed by the influx of 
illegal immigrants. The 
dimension of the prob-
lems has changed.”

“How are we going to 
face this problem?” asked 
Krome and asserted that 
unless every individual 

of the society inculcate 
‘dignity of labour’, this 
problem will multiply.

Citing the example 
of NRC exercise taken by 
the Assam government, 
Krome posited “what 
if half of those come to 
Nagaland, where will be 
your future and the future 
of your children?”

 Also stat ing that 
Nagas comprised of all 
Nagas in 120,000SqKm 
and not only confined 
to 16,000 SqKm, Krome 
pointed out that most of 
them are in Burma.

Asserting that Naga 
lands are filled with oil, 
gold, gemstones, dia-
mond, jade stones etc, 
he recalled how in the 
earlier years, Nagas solely 
because of its resistance 
could stopped the In-
dian government from 
exploiting our rich re-
sources.

However,  he  cau-
tioned that the Indian 
government could sur-
prised ‘us’ by signing 
any kind of agreement 
which some will support 
and some will oppose. 
Towards this end, he 
cautioned the students 
“many will influence you 
as students to oppose or 
support. Don’t listen to 
them. Listen to your con-
science and your heart.”

NSDMA informs 
on state 
emergency 
number
Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management authority 
(NSDMA), Home Depart-
ment today informed that 
the general public that the 
State Emergency Opera-
tion Centre (SEOC) toll free 
number is 1070.This toll 
free number is an emer-
gency helpline for any kind 
of natural disasters and is 
functional 24/7. The pub-
lic may also call on 0370-
2291120/22 the land line 
number of the SEOC. 
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NBCC appeals to churches to 
set aside Aug. 5 for prayers 

State BJP declares party’s unflinching support to the peace talks  

Mesulumi GHS conducts measles-
rubella sensitisation program

Horticulture dept. to promote dragon fruit cultivation 

Nagaland PWD 
orders staff to stay put 

173 Bn CRPF 
celebrates Raising Day 

St. Xavier College, Jalukie takes 
learning out of the four walls on bicycles 

STATE

Lucy Ngullie Thomas interacting with beneficiaries during the programme.

Students and teachers attending the measles-rubella program at the 
government high school of Mesulumi.

Students of St. Xavier College pose for a photograph during a trip, on bicycles, to Phajang village in Jalukie in Peren district.  

A cultural troupe performing during the Tsüngremong festival celebration at Mongsenyimti village on 
Aug. 2, in Mokokchung.

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
In the wake of the unprec-
edented bad weather and 
heavy rainfall for the last 
couple of weeks, the Na-
galand Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) today 
requested all the churches 
to set aside this weekend, 
especially Sunday Aug. 
5 2018 ‘to intercede and 
seek God’s intervention 
and deliverance and bring 
healing to our people and 
the land.   

An NBCC press com-
muniqué stated that the 

heavy monsoon rains 
have caused loss of lives 
and properties, dam-
age to agriculture and 
infrastructure, caused 
landslides and blockages 
making life inconvenient 
and uncertain for many 
people. 

 In this connection, the 
NBCC asked the people to 
extend any possible help 
to those who are working 
hard to bring the situa-
tion to normal and said 
that ‘we need each other 
when things are beyond 

our control. 
Saying that we need to 

extend support in any pos-
sible way to bring comfort 
to those who are affected, 
the NBCC solicited the 
people to join hands and 
overcome this situation 
‘seeking God’s interven-
tion and mercy upon us so 
that he will be gracious to 
our land’.  

 Therefore, it requested 
all the churches to set aside 
this weekend, especially 
this Sunday, to intercede 
and seeks God’s interven-

tion and deliverance.   It 
solicited the believers to 
extend their hands freely 
to those in need and also 
to pray for those who have 
lost their loved one in the 
water, landslides and other 
related accidents during 
this unfortunate period. 

“We, therefore, urge 
the believers and the 
church as a community 
of people to turn to our 
neighbours and extend 
any possible help to the 
families and the suffer-
ing community that need 

help,” the communiqué 
stated.  

It also asked the peo-
ple to pray for those in 
authority so that God may 
grand them wisdom and 
guidance as they seek to 
address the situation now 
and also in the days to 
come.  

 It further called upon 
all the people to exercise 
extreme care in the face of 
the fragile infrastructures 
of road and bridges and 
heavy soil erosion leading 
to landslides. 

Dimapur, Aug 2 (EMN): On the 
eve of the 3rd anniversary of the 
signing of the Framework Agree-
ment signed between the Gov-
ernment of India and the NSCN 
(IM) on August 3 2015, the Naga-
land State BJP President, Temjen 
Imna Along declared the ‘party’s 
unflinching support to the talks 
held between the Government of 
India and the various Naga politi-
cal groups.  

A press release issued by 
the Media Cell, BJP Nagaland, 
quoted its state chief as saying, 

“I would like to congratulate 
as well as reiterate my party’s 
unflinching support to the talks 
held  between the Government 
of India and the Various Naga 
political groups. 

The people of Nagaland and 
other Naga inhabited areas are 
eagerly waiting for a final and 
peaceful settlement of the dec-
ades-old Naga issue” .

The Nagaland BJP recalled 
former Prime Minister, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee accepted the unique-
ness of Naga history and situation 

‘which is one of the underlined 
principles of the agreement. 

In this regard, the release 
stated that the decisiveness of 
the current BJP government at 
the centre in signing of the peace 
accord is a landmark decision 
and is welcomed by the Naga 
people. 

Therefore, the party expressed 
appreciation  to all the various 
Naga political groups for coming 
together in the interest of “our 
yearning by recognizing each 
other’s contribution towards the 

common cause of the Nagas”. 
 Meanwhile, the BJP Naga-

land, while sharing wholehearted 
concern with the people under-
going losses and hardships due 
to unceasing rains and natural 
calamities, appealed all to remain 
calm and extend cooperation to 
the various government agencies 
and NGOs who are undertaking 
various relief efforts throughout 
the state. 

It further prayed the almighty 
‘to protect and guide’ during these 
troubled times. 

Our correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The government high 
school, Mesulumi, Phek 
conducted a sensitisation 

program on measles and 
rubella disease with the 
parents and students of 
the school on 27 July at the 
school premises.

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Horticulture depart-
ment organised a two day 
training programme on 
‘package and practice of 
dragon fruit cultivation’ 
on Thursday Aug. 2 at the 
State Horticulture Nursery 
at Green Park in Dimapur.

An update from the 
DIPR has informed that 
the director of Horticul-
ture, Dr. RE Lotha, while 
a d d re s s i n g  t h e  p ro-
gramme, informed that 
the training was being or-
ganised for sensitising the 
farmers and beneficiaries 
for cultivation and promo-
tion of dragon fruit owing 
to its multiple health ben-
efits as well as high market 
returns. 

Informing that the 
government of  India 
(GOI) has extended sup-
port for cultivation of 
dragon fruits covering 100 
hectares of land, Dr. Lotha 
advised the first batch of 
beneficiaries to take up 
the venture seriously in 
order to enable the pro-
gramme to move forward 
in the first venture for 
promoting dragon fruit 
cultivation in Nagaland. 

Explaining that the 
GOI expects beneficiar-
ies for investing 50%, Dr. 
Lotha said that the de-

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Chief Engineer, PWD 
(Roads and Bridges) Na-
galand, Limadondang 
today directed all the Field 
Officers and staff of the 
PWD (R&B) Divisions to 
remain stationed in their 
place of posting, so as to 
oversee the restoration 
works on the roads, and 
be prepared to face any 
kind of eventuality.

A DIPR news bulletin 
stated that the CE, PWD 
issued the directive in 
view of the unprecedent-
ed damages to the road 
infrastructure caused due 
to the incessant rains dur-
ing the last few weeks

Besdies, Comm. Secy, 
Works and Housing Dept.
has also directed the of-
ficers and staff of the de-
partment that any report 

of emergency nature with 
regard to the status of 
roads should be reported 
to the “Control Room 
and R and B Correspond-
ence WhatsApp without 
fail”. Any officer or staff 
neglecting his/her duty 
shall be viewed serious-
ly, the Comm. and Secy. 
warned. 

Through another cir-
cular issued by the Chief 
Engineer, PWD (Works & 
Housing), H. Kahuto Sumi 
has all the PWD (W&H) 
Divisions are to stay alert 
and be ready to face any 
kind of emergency situa-
tion in the state. Further, 
all the Divisions are di-
rected to assist the Roads 
and Bridges Divisions in 
their respective jurisdic-
tions, ‘as and when called 
for’, the DIPR informed.

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
In what can be termed as 
a novel effort of seeking 
education beyond the four 
walls of the classroom, the 
students of St. Xavier Col-
lege, Jalukie has started a 
‘bicycle outreach program’ 
where the students visit 
villages and communities 
on bicycles ‘to learn, inter-
act and teach depending 
on the occasion’. 

A press release issued 
by Wizol of the Sociol-
ogy Dept. of the college, 
termed the new outreach 
program as a new track 
reaching out to village on 
bicycles and an effort to-

wards ‘education beyond 
the four walls’. 

 She stated that the 
trips have been many and 
the most recent visit was 
to Phajang village by the 
Sociology students who 
were led by Asst. Prof. 
Seboi. 

Saying that the stu-
dents spent quality time 
through these activities, 
the release stated that the 
students visited the vil-
lage making a survey and 
‘finding for themselves a 
lot to learn’.

The release also stated 
that the students, apart 
from the academic trips, 

make efforts to reach out 
to the students in the vil-
lages on Sundays using the 
opportunity of the trips to 
train and teach the chil-
dren. 

Saying that such ac-
tivities make the students 
of the college to grow 
with a sense of responsi-
bility, the release stated 
that the students have re-
alised with joy that these 
are genuine ways to com-
pliment the classroom 
learning with experiential 
learning. 

This makes them grow 
with a sense of responsi-
bility and usefulness as 

part of the society. 
The students have re-

alised with joy that these 
are genuine ways to com-
pliment the classroom 
learning with experiential 
learning.  

It further maintained 
that ‘the initiative’ comes 
very much in response to 
the repeated demand of 
the educationists to make 
learning in the context of 
social reality, and therefore 
with the success of the 
initial trips, the students 
are determined to make 
it regular to visit different 
villages in groups in the 
days to come.
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partment will provide the 
planting materials and 
logistics for irrigation but 
will not be able to give 
total support for proper 
establishment. 

He said, ‘INR 2 lakh per 
hectare will be given per 
hectare in three phases in 
the ratio of 60: 20: 20.’

Stating that dragon 
fruit, a cactus vine grows 
suitably in the tropical 
countries, Dr. Lotha said 

that the cultivation will 
cover 57 hectares in Di-
mapur, 17 hectares in Per-
en, 16 hectares in Wokha, 
and the rest in Mokokc-
hung district. 

Lotha observed farm-
ing as knowledge driven, 
intellectually self satisfy-
ing, and income generat-
ing enterprise, the update 
stated.

The proprietor  of 
Dream Dragon Fruits, 

Lucy Ngullie Thomas, was 
the resource person. She 
described the benefici-
aries as the selected few 
lucky ones and encour-
aged them to be passion-
ate as they embarked in 
their venture of dragon 
fruit cultivation.

Highlighting on the 
health benefits of dragon 
fruits, Ngullie said, ‘the 
fruit is very popular for 
reducing sugar level, for 

controlling high and low 
blood pressure, and can-
cer patients.’ Further, she 
informed that the fruit 
has high anti oxidant pro-
teins. 

“We have everything 
like land, good climate and 
hard working people, so 
why can’t we grow?” She 
challenged. 

She dubbed farming 
as a noble profession by 
considering the fact that 
the population are be-
ing fed and therefore en-
couraged the farmers to 
continue farming with 
passion and dedication, 
the update read. After 
the formal training ses-
sion, the beneficiaries, 
numbering more than 70, 
were taken for field visit to 
the Dream Dragon Fruit 
Farm at Shitovi Village in 
Dimapur.

In the farm, the re-
source person explained 
about the processes, 
ways, and varieties of 
methods of dragon fruit 
cultivation. 

The district Horticul-
ture officer, Temsu Long-
kumer, presided over 
the formal training pro-
gramme and also accom-
panied the farmers during 
the field visit, the DIPR 
informed.

The sensitisation pro-
gramme started after a 
parents-teacher meeting, 
which was also followed 
by literary program where 
Kekhronyi Krome, a nodal 
teacher gave a keynote 
address on the said topic. 
She also highlighted that 
the government was going 
to take up necessary vac-
cination program in the 
coming days and that the 
parents and public should 
be aware of the necessity 
arising for the welfare of 
the community.

P. Lohe Chachie, Asst 
Head Master in his speech 
also thanked the village 
chairman, Wenyilo Venuh 
and the council members 
and the parents for their 
co-operation throughout 
the program.  

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The 173 Bn CRPF, airfield 
celebrated its 14th Rais-
ing Day on August 2 in 
Dimapur. The celebration 
was held at the battalion’s 
HQ Airfield Dimapur and 
also in all the company’s 
locations in the country. 

A press release in-
formed that the celebra-
tion began with a visit 
to quarter guard which 
was followed by sainik 
sammelan and cultural 
programme.

The press note men-
tioned that various dig-
nitaries like DIG CRPF, 
Commissioner of Police, 
Dimapur; DC Dimapur; 
CGM BSNL; GM SBI; 
Commandant of CRPF/
Assam Rifles; including 
the Officers, Jawans, and  
families  participated in 
the function.                  
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Drive to oust illegal 
migrants from Arunachal

Army brings relief to flood-affected victims 

Manipur constitutes comm. 
to monitor immigrants influx

Congress to contest 
Meghalaya by-polls

Meghalaya CM felicitates SSLC toppers 

Assam TMC chief resigns over 
Mamata’s opposition to NRC

Itanagar, Aug. 2 (PTI): Three days 
after the complete draft of National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) was pub-
lished in Assam, the apex students’ 
body in Arunachal today asked “un-
documented migrants” to leave the 
state within 15 days.

Apprehending that people from 
neighbouring Assam may “sneak 
into their territory” in the wake of 
NRC publication, the All Arunachal 
Pradesh Students’ Union (AAPSU), 
in a statement, said it would launch 
‘Operation Clean Drive’ to evict “il-
legal migrants” and assist district 
authorities to keep vigil at the entry 
points of the state.

Large number of illegal migrants, 
who did not find a mention in As-

sam’s draft NRC, might try to en-
ter the state to evade deportation, 
AAPSU general secretary Tobom 
Dai said.

“A committee has been consti-
tuted with AAPSU member Tatung 
Taga as its chairman to spearhead 
‘Operation Clean Drive’ across the 
state. It will assist the district au-
thorities to conduct spot verification 
of people at all entry points along the 
inter-state boundary,” he stated.

Dai also urged people living here 
to keep their Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
and other documents ready to avoid 
“unnecessary harassments” during 
the drive.

“The operation will also help 
in weeding out illegal immigrants, 

who have been residing here without 
valid documents,” he added.

Last week, the Arunachal govern-
ment launched a drive in various 
districts to identify people, who do 
not have the necessary permits.

Around 15 persons have been 
apprehended at Khonsa in Tirap 
district of the state as they did not 
have valid ILPs.

In the state capital, too, more 
than 20 persons were sent back after 
they were found to have entered the 
state without valid ILPs.

The AAPSU, in its statement, ap-
pealed to the Pema Khandu-led Aru-
nachal government to come out with 
strong anti-influx measures by erect-
ing more outposts across the state.

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
Joysagar army camp un-
der Dao division has em-
barked upon rescue and 
relief operations in the 
flood hit region of Sivsagar 
district in Upper Assam 
and rescued hundreds of 

beleaguered villagers in-
cluding farm animals. 

A defence release is-
sued by PRO Col. C Kon-
wer, stated that Desang 
and Dikhow rivers in Up-
per Assam continues to 
flow above the danger 

mark, thereby flooding 
vulnerable low lying areas 
along the  course of the 
river. 

It added that a total of 
52 villages covering 1800 
hectares of land and ap-
proximate 18000 inhabit-

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
Meghalaya chief minister, 
Conrad K Sangma, today 
felicitated toppers of the 
Secondary School Leaving 
Certificate (SSLC) exami-
nation under Meghalaya 
Board of School Education 
(MBoSE) at a programme 
organised by University 
of Science and Technol-
ogy, Meghalaya (USTM) 
in Shillong in presence of 
education minister, Lahk-
men Rymbui.

Speaking at the felicita-
tion programme, Sangma 
stated that universities 
should play an important 
role through research and 
collaborate with the gov-
ernment.

“Ou r  u n i v e r s i t i e s 
should be involvement 
at the highest level of re-
search to assess the im-
pact of different policies 
of the government. They 
should play a bigger role 
and report to the govern-
ment with constructive 
suggestions so that the 
government is able to take 
an informed decision for 
the greater interest of the 
society,” a CMO press re-
lease has stated quoting 
Sangma.

He enlightened the 
gathering that Meghalaya 
has envisaged a mission 
to transform education 
system. 

“The education policy 
conceived by the govern-
ment is in final stage of 

Guwahati, Aug. 2 (PTI): Assam Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) president 
Dwipen Pathak and two other party 
leaders resigned today in protest 
against party supremo Mamata Ban-
erjee’s opposition to the final draft of 
the NRC, which has evoked a sharp 
reaction from different parties and 
organisations in the state.

Pathak’s resignation came within 
hours of a TMC delegation arriving 
at the Silchar airport in the Bengali-
dominated Barak valley at Banerjee’s 
instructions and being stopped from 
exiting it by the police.

Diganta Saikia, a TMC leader 
from Golaghat and who was among 
the three to resign, even threatened 
to file a case against Banerjee for tak-
ing an anti-Assamese stand.

The ruling BJP as well as other 
parties in Assam said the TMC had 
no existence in the Barak valley.

Pathak, a former MLA from Hajo, 
told reporters here that he had 
apprised the party leaders of the 
“ground realities” in Assam after the 
publication of the final draft of the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
and urged Banerjee not to send the 
delegation to the north-eastern state 
now.

“The party did not pay heed to 
my suggestion and refused to un-
derstand the ground situation here. 
In this backdrop, it is not possible 
for me to remain in a party that does 
not value the Assamese sentiment,” 
Pathak, who was a TMC MLA from 
2011 to 2016, said.

“The TMC has no existence in 
Assam,” he added.

TMC leader Pradip Pachani of 
Sibsagar and Saikia resigned, saying 
they could not remain members of 
a party that wanted to compromise 
the identity of the indigenous Assa-
mese people.

The TMC delegation that arrived 
at Silchar had to return from the 
Kumbhirgram airport as the district 
administration did not allow the 
leaders to enter the town, where pro-
hibitory orders under section 144, 
CrPC were in force since last night.

Effigies of Banerjee were burnt in 
Charaideo and Sonitpur districts in 
the Brahmaputra Valley by students’ 
organisations, who warned the TMC 
supremo and her party not to “med-
dle in Assam”.

Banerjee’s effigies were burnt by 
the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva Parishad, 
Asomiya Yuva Sanmilani and All Tai 
Ahom Students’ Union, the police 
said.

Congress MLA from the Karim-
ganj (North) constituency in Barak 
valley Kamalakhya De Purkayastha 
spoke against the turning away of 
the TMC delegates at the airport.

“The TMC has many wrong no-
tions about the NRC and they (del-
egates) should have been allowed to 
come here, so that their misconcep-
tions about the draft were cleared,” 
he told PTI.

“We do not want the prevailing 
peace in Barak Valley to be disturbed 
at any cost. But turning the TMC del-

egates away from the airport was not 
a right thing to do,” he said.

Most political parties in the Bar-
ak valley too maintained that there 
was no sense of panic among the 
people and that Banerjee was “try-
ing to use the issue to gain a political 
entry to Assam”.

State Forest Minister Parimal 
Suklabaidya, who represents the 
Dholai constituency in the valley, 
said Banerjee was trying to “mislead 
and create confusion here, but the 
people have ignored it”.

“She has no idea about the 
ground realities in Assam and is 
trying to complicate the issue...The 
TMC has no existence in Barak Valley 
and they are trying to use the NRC to 
make an entry as well as gain politi-
cal mileage,” he added.

Former BJP MP Kabindra Purka-
yastha said, “We are at a loss to un-
derstand why the TMC delegation 
wants to come to Assam when the 
people are not complaining.” 

There was no confusion or panic 
among the people as they were 
aware that they could make claims 
and seek corrections to the NRC, he 
said, adding that moreover, the TMC 
should be aware that the NRC was 
updated under the Supreme Court’s 
supervision and the government 
had no hand in it.

A senior police officer said the 
situation in the Barak Valley and the 
rest of Assam was peaceful and no 
NRC-related incident was reported 
so far.

Conrad Sangma giving away commendations to SSLC toppers during a programme in Shillong on August 2.

Millitary personnel evacuating flood-affected people to dry land in upper Assam.

  Mirror Crossword 1897suD0ku 1737
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Bet
 6. German for “Ballot” or “Choice”
 10. Mild exclamation
 14. _____ in Wonderland
 15. Found in skin lotion
 16. Spanish for “Payment”
 17. Strip of leather
 18. Enclosure
 19. Colored part of an eye
 20. Cod-like marine fishes
 22. Sound made by moving leaves
 24. Greasy
 25. Got a tight grip
 26. Scant
 29. Alley
 30. Indian dress
 31. Immoral people
 37. Model rocket company
 39. The self
 40. Base 8 number system
 41. Pauses
 44. ____ Cola
 45. French for “Lakes”
 46. Thick and substantial
 48. Secrecy
 52. Singer/composer Billy ____
 53. Small village
 54. Supposed
 58. Abbot or priest
 59. Temporarily give
 61. Entangle
 62. One who accomplishes
 63. Assemble or modify material
 64. Reeked
 65. Class by kind
 66. “Que ____, ____”
 67. Temporary accomodations 

 DOWN
 1. Stinging insect
 2. Singing range
 3. Young female
 4. Environmental interactions
 5. Fix

 6. Zany
 7. “Oh my!”
 8. Pig
 9. Looking lasciviously
 10. _____opacy = 

government by bishops
 11. Country singer _____ 

Brooks
  12. Nimble 
13. Gave a prescribed amount 

of medication
 21. Ball of yarn
 23. Latin for “Strawberry 

tree”
 25. Church decree
 26. Millisecond

 27. Effortlessness
 28. Products of human 

creativity

 29. Corporate symbols
 32. The German state
 33. The state of having a 

celestial body pass in 
front of another

 34. English college
 35. Framework for holding 

things
 36. Kill
 38. French for “Room” 
 42. Snitches
 43. Person from the north of 

Britain
 47. Newspaper baron William 

Randolph ______
 48. Large edible marine fishes
 49. Forbidden
 50. Small piece of glowing 

coal
 51. Heightened awareness
 52. Military clique
 54. Twosome
 55. ____ the Terrible
 56. Outlet (for air)
 57. Large members of the 

deer family
 60. Lyric poem in exalted 

style
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completion and will be 
out soon. We are com-
mitted that the policy will 
guide us in our mission 
to enhance education fa-
cilities and services for the 
student community,” he 
added.

He said the govern-
ment has collaborated 
with institutions in the 
state to ensure that stu-
dents from Meghalaya 
qualify in Indian Civil 
Service Examination. 
“Lack of coaching facilities 
poses hindrance for our 
students to qualify in civil 
service examination. It is 
our responsibility that we 
channelise our resources 
in finding a way forward 

to empower our student 
for such examinations,” 
he said.

He has lauded initia-
tive of USTM in creating 
an enabling environment 
for higher studies for the 
students of Meghalaya 
and rest of Northeast In-
dia.

Congratulating the 
toppers of SSLC examina-
tion, he motivated them to 
soar higher in life. “In our 
journey, we will have to 
face success or failure. Our 
failure should not dither 
our spirit. We have to chal-
lenge ourselves and rise 
up. Failure is when we give 
up. Failure is a mindset,” 
he said, while urging the 

students to be prepared 
with all situations.

Talking at length on 
entrepreneurship, Sang-
ma said potential of the 
youth has to be harnessed 
through entrepreneur-
ship. 

“We are trying to cre-
ate an environment for 
our youth to be engaged 
in meaningful livelihood 
opportunities by promot-
ing entrepreneurship,” he 
added.

Others who spoke on 
the occasion were former 
chief minister, Dr. DD La-
pang; chancellor of USTM, 
Mahbubul Haque; and 
vice chancellor USTM, 
Prof Alaka Sarma.

ants have been affected. 
The release stated that 

incessant rain has further 
compounded the matter 
and hampers rescue op-
erations. 

It added that army 
teams are carrying out 
rescue and relief opera-
tions undaunted by the 
challenging conditions. 

Stating that over 200 
villagers were rescued in 
Disangmukh and Nazira 
areas, the release said a 
medical camp was also es-
tablished in Disangmukh, 
where army doctors along 
with the medical team 
have provided timely pro-
phylactic medical support 
and advice to prevent the 
spread of water borne dis-
eases. It added that a total 
of 118 villagers including 
64 women, 48 males and 
6 children were provided 
preliminary medical at-
tention and care.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Aug. 2 (EMN): Manipur 
government has constituted two 
committees including a state and 
district level committee to monitor 
the entry or presence of illegal im-
migrants besides creating public 
awareness to effectively counter the 
situation post publication of final 
draft of National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in Assam.  Announcing this 
in a hurriedly called press confer-
ence here this evening, chief min-
ister Nongthombam Biren Singh 
said the committees are state and 
district level committees.

Biren said the special secretary 
(Home) of the state government will 
be the chairman of the state level 
committee while all the deputy 
commissioners (DCs) and superin-
tendents of police (SPs) will be the 
members. The DC of the district 
concerned will be the chairman of 
the district level committees, con-
cerned SPs, sub-divisional officers, 
sub-divisional police officers, sub-
divisional collectors and officers in 
charge will be the members.

Both the committees will initi-

ate steps for checking and verifica-
tion accordingly with immediate 
effect in every locality or village, 
he said. The committees may also 
invite representatives of civil society 
organisations etc for participation 
in its proceedings as and when 
required, he added.

Considering the situation, state 
government has also opened a po-
lice check post at the Imphal Inter-
national Airport since the last three 
days to prevent possible influx of il-
legal migrants into the border state, 
he informed. 

He said similar steps had al-
ready been taken up at important 
entry points including Jiribam, 
Mao gate and Tamenglong district 
rail head as well as along Manipur-
Mizoram border besides routine 
boat patrolling at Jiribam areas.

Ahead of the publication of final 
draft of NRC, the state government 
had already taken up necessary 
steps by deploying extra security 
personnel at Jiribam area border-
ing Assam’s Cachar district besides 
border areas of Tamenglong and 
Mao gate area bordering Nagaland.

Shillong, Aug. 2 (IANS): The Congress 
on Thursday announced its candidates 
for the two Meghalaya assembly by-
elections from South Tura and Ranikor 
to be held on August 23.

But the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
which is part of the National People’s 
Party (NPP)-led Meghalaya Democratic 
Alliance government, has decided not 
to contest the by-elections and support 
the NPP candidate and Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma from South Tura as-
sembly seat.

The Congress is fielding former 
Garo Student’s Union leader Jackuish 
K Sangma as party candidate for the 
Ranikor by-poll, while retired Principal 
of Tura Government Public School, 
Charlotte W Momin will contest the 
South Tura by- election against Chief 
Minister Conrad.

The two seats fell vacant following 
the resignation of NPP legislator Agatha 
Sangma from South Tura Assembly seat 
to pave way for her brother Conrad 
Sangma to contest the by-election in 
order to retain the chief ministership. 
Former PWD minister Martin Danggo 
resigned as member of the state assem-
bly and joined the ruling NPP.
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Children seen here after attending the ‘reading workshop’ that was organized by the education ministry of Kumlong Baptist Church on August 1. 

Wokha DFO encourages students  
to take care of the environment

Swachhhta  Pakhwada 2018 
launched at DBC in Kohima

Bangjak Phom Council 
organises relief camp

Sainik School hosts  
quiz competition 

Kiruphema youth undertakes mass 
social work to let commuters pass safely

AYO empathises with families affected by rain

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Kiruphema Youth Or-
ganisation (KYO) carried 
out a mass social work 
along by-pass road within 
Kiruphema jurisdiction 
on July 31. 

According to KYO in a 
press release on Wednes-
day, the social work was 
carried out to facilitate 
safe passage of vehicles 
plying through Kiruphe-

ma jurisdiction.
The organisation 

has asked the commut-
ers and travellers plying 
along Kiruphema road 
to contact them as and 
when any assistance is 
required. Commuters can 
contact at 8730953383/ 
9436400772/ 8730877857/ 
9862926505.

The organisation 
appreciated the Gay-

atri Project Limited for 
putting their best effort 
towards the restoration 
work of the cut-off stretch 
of National Highway-29 
along Peducha under 
Kiruphema jurisdiction. It 
also lauded the perform-
ance of the police person-
nel at the road diversion 
point and requested the 
commuters to cooperate 
with them.

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Angami Youth Organ-
isation (AYO) on Thursday 
expressed sympathy over 
the loss of lives and dis-
placed of families caused 
by the incessant rain. In 
a press release from the 
organisation, it condoled 
with the affected and be-
reaved families who have 
lost their loved ones.

With a view to aid in 
times of natural calam-
ity, the AYO in collabora-
tion with Nagaland State 
Disaster management 
Authority (NSDMA), De-
partment of Homeguards 
and Civil Defence and 

Department of Forest, En-
vironment and Climate 
change trained around 
100 Angami youths. These 
volunteers included from 
four Angami ranges- Cha-
khro Youth Organisation, 
Northern Angami Youth 
Organisation, Southern 
Angami Youth Organisa-
tion, and Western Angami 
Youth Organisation. This 
initiative is called ‘First 
Community Responder’ 
or ‘Khriekesa pelikro’ in 
the year 2017.

AYO has directed 
Community Responder 
Team of four ranges to 
coordinate with the gov-

ernment several mecha-
nisms that have been 
put in place. Further, it 
directed the team to ex-
tend all possible help to 
the people who are facing 
difficulties at this current 
crisis.

The organisation 
thanked the First Com-
munity Responder who 
have been continously 
assisting the people at 
their respective area. AYO 
also expressed gratitude 
to those persons who re-
trieved the drowned body 
at Dzucharü River at Phe-
sama village on July 30’, 
the press release. 

STATE

I, Smt. SUNITA MITTAL W/O BHAGWATI 
PRASAD MITTAL residence of Nagaland 
paint house church road Dimapur, hereby 

declare that I have changed my name 
from SUNITA DEVI MITTAL TO SUNITA 

MITTAL. Vide Affidavit No.756/18.
- That SUNITS MITTSL & SUNITA DEVI    
   MITTAL refers to one and same.
- That henceforth I will be known as SUNITA   
  MITTAL in all records and transaction.

D
-5826

DECLARATION

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 1st August 18
NOTICE

No.M-325/18/3454-55   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. M. Mmhao 
Ngullie -Vrs- Myingthungo M. Ngullie resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 01.09.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: M. Mmhao Ngullie 
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 522
Dag No: 199/665, Area: 00-02-8 ½ 
North: Approach Road, South: V. Sema, East: Road Nyambamo, 
West: Approach Road Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5822

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 31st July 18
NOTICE

No.M-322/18/3410-11   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Late. T. 
Senti Amer -Vrs- Temjenkumzuk  resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 31.08.18.  
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Late. T. Senti Amer 
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 266
Dag No: 380, Area: 02-00-09 
North: Approach Road & Gohin, South: Kunchulal, 
East: Main Road, West: Dhansiri River Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5824

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 2nd August 18
NOTICE

No.M-330/18-334/18   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Chophathung 
Lotha -Vrs- 1. Shri. Nchumthung Shitiri Area 00B-01K-04Ls 2. Shri. 
M. John Lotha Area 00B-03K-01Ls 3. Shri. Nhongo M. Humtsoe Area 
00B-01K-14Ls 4. Shri. M. Zachamo Ezung Area 00B-04K-13Ls 5. 
Shri. M. Chonbemo Area 00B-04K-12Ls.

Resident of  Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 2/9/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Chophathung Lotha  
Village/Block No: Dubagaon, Patta No: 815
Dag No: 195/566 Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5827

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 2nd August 18
NOTICE

No.M-328/18/3512-13   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. HUKAVI S. 
MURRU -Vrs- NEWKE H. MURUMI   resident of DAROGAPATHAR  
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 02.09.18.  
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: HUKAVI S. MURRU 
Village/Block No: DAROGAPATHAR, Patta No: 350
Dag No: 90/506, Area: 02B-00K-11Ls
North: WATI KHAR, South: APP ROAD, 
East: WATI KHAR, West: SHIKUTO ACHUMI 

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5825

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 2nd August 2018
NOTICE

No. REV-1/90-D/      /   Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Ahoni Sumi resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to 
Patta No.1035, Dag No.1242 measuring an area 00-01-
04 located at Block No/Village.04, Mouza No.02 which 
has been located mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on 
or before 09.08.18. Sd/-  

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5823

KBC hosts workshop to teach children reading habits

Dimapur, Aug 2 (EMN): 
With an aim to promote 
the reading habits among 
the children and also to 
explore the children to 
the world of reading and 
writing books, the Chris-
tian  education ministry of 
Kumlong Baptist Church 
organized a “Reading 
Workshop” on August 1, 
2018 where the EAC of 
Medziphemma, Sentilong  
Ozukum was the resource 
person.

The Associate Pastor of 
KBC, Children Education 
Ministry, Moanaro Imchen 
said that the church iden-
tifies reading as an impor-
tant aspect in a child’s life 
for  self development and 
give them insight into dif-
ferent cultures ,  ways of 
living and accumulate in-
formation. Moanaro Im-

chen, who is also a writer,  
who has already authored 
two books, said that the 
‘reading workshop’ was 
conceptualised by the 
Ministry since the children 
in this present time do not 
find much interest in read-
ing books. She lamented 
that the children are more 
into computer games and 
using the smart phones, 
whereas if the children, if 
they could find the joy and 
cultivate the reading habit 
would enable them to ex-
plore the wonderful world 
of the diverse thoughts 
and imagination of the 
great writers. 

She expressed that the 
parents should encourage 
the children to be exposed 
to other books which are 
beneficial apart from aca-
demic lessons .She further 

stated that the church will 
be organizing such pro-
grammes in the days to 
come with well-known 
writers,  readers as re-
source persons so that the 
children would be inspired 
to read and also to write 
books.

The resource person at 
the workshop, Sentilong 
Ozukum, EAC Medziphe-
ma and also an author, 
enlightened the children 
on the joy of reading books 
and urged them to take 
up reading as a hobby. He 
further added  if one wants 
to be successful and grow, 
one has to read as read-
ing makes a person wiser 
and smarter and keep one 
tuned with information. 
However, he urged them 
to be careful while choos-
ing the kind of book to 

read. He further explored 
the children to varieties of 
books including fiction, 
nonfiction, educational, 
adventures, motivational, 
history, health related, au-
tobiography, biography 
and so forth. He added 
that reading is the best 
amongst all source of in-
formation. The children 
were allowed to partici-
pate in  independent read-
ing and conferring as prac-
tical.

 Around forty children 
from the junior level (aged 
12-15) attended the work-
shop. The Associate Pastor, 
disclosed that the ministry 
would be holding similar 
workshop for the senior 
levels also in the months 
to come. The programme 
was graced by Rev. I. Lima 
Jamir,Pastor KBC.

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Wokha Forest Divi-
sion organised a capacity 
building programme for 
teachers-in-charge and 
students of Eco-Clubs 
under the National Green 
Corps, Wokha on the 
July 31 at Forest Colony 
Community Hall, Wok-
ha. A press release from 
the DFO informed on 
Wednesday.

The divisional forest 
officer of Wokha, Zuthun-
glo Patton, spoke about 
the roles and responsibil-
ities of the teachers-in-
charge and students. She 
encouraged the teachers 
to motivate students to 
care for the environment 
by engaging them in en-
vironmental activities 
such as planting of trees, 
trekking and nature study 
to nearby forests like Mt. 
Tiyi or exposure visits 
to Doyang Dam, Amur 
Falcon roosting site at 
Pangti in November. She 
also urged them to con-
duct rallies to spread en-
vironmental awareness 
and take up activities 
like debates, quiz, paint-

ing competition, speech, 
essay writing, etc. about 
Jhum cultivation, forest 
and wildlife conserva-
tion, biodiversity and so 
on. 

Patton iterated teach-
ers to submit reports 
of all activities carried 
out by the Eco-clubs 
along with high resolu-
tion photographs in the 
prescribed format. She 
also asked them to fill 
the Eco-club Biodiver-
sity Register. Registration 
in turn will encourage 
students to understand 
nature better, help them 
to form a baseline data 
for future management 
strategies required for 
sustainable utilisation 
of biodiversity as well as 
to serve as a means to 
record traditional knowl-
edge and conservation of 
species.

The students were 
encouraged to partici-
pate in all activities con-
ducted by their schools.  
They were briefed on 
reducing, reusing, and 
recycling plastic and gen-
eral awareness on civic 

sense as well as forest 
and wildlife conserva-
tion. Further, she also 
briefed about individu-
als contributions towards 
a healthy, hygienic and 
clean environment. 

During the pro-
gramme, a special skit 
was presented by the 
field staff of Wokha Range 
portraying a typical 
childhood scene where 
people go to the forest to 
sit, chat, eat, and have a 
good time but littering at 
the same time and trying 
to use catapults to shoot 
animals and birds. The 
skit ended with one of 
their friends appearing 
on the scene and telling 
them that those were not 
the right things to do and 
that their eco-club teach-
ers told them not to do so 
as it was harmful to their 
environment.

Around 40 schools 
from Wokha Town, 
Chukitong Range and 
Nyiro Range attended the 
programme which began 
with invocation by Shri 
Zurenthung Lotha and 
welcome address by Shri 

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The Phek unit of Nagaland 
Contractors and Suppliers 
Union (NCSU) has express 
shock at the demise of Cho-
sanyi Rose, who passed 
away on July 30. 

In a condolence mes-
sage, the union that Rose 
had made huge contribu-
tions as a senior member 
during his association with 
the union. He was a source 
of inspiration and guidance 
and the gap created by him 

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The National Service 
Scheme (NSS) unit of Don 
Bosco College in Kohima 
has launched the Swach-
hhta  Pakhwada 2018 
on Aug. 1 at the college’s 
premise. A press release 
from the college informed 
on Wednesday. 

The State’s NSS officer 
C Theyo addressed the 
volunteers about various 
issues of Swachhta. He 
said that NSS focussed on 
the personality develop-
ment and given oppor-
tunities to grow as future 
leaders. Theyo encour-
aged the volunteers to be 
part of this change by tak-
ing active part in Swach-
hta Pakhwara. At present 
there are 40 lakh NSS vol-
unteers in India, he added. 

In his speech, the of-
ficer mentioned that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has urged the peo-
ple of India to keep their 
surroundings clean dur-

ing his first address to the 
nation on the eve of In-
dependence Day. Accord-
ing to that, the NSS units 
in Nagaland have been 
conducting various activi-
ties under the cleanliness 
drive. 

Further, the activities 
that can be carried out 
in the coming forthnight 
are as follows; four days 
of campus cleaning, visit-
ing the adopted village, 
door-to-door campaign 
to make the local masses 
aware about the impor-
tance of cleanliness in 
their surroundings, visit-
ing health centres, old age 
homes, orphanages, caen-
tre for disabled, rehabilita-
tion centre, bus stations, 
and dedicate services in 
cleaning the area. 

It will also organise ral-
lies by spreading cleanli-
ness awareness in banners 
and placards and declar-
ing the institution as ‘clean 
institution’. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, August 2 
(EMN): The Bangjak 
Phom Council,with 
its Chairman, Pongtei 
Phom and members  
organised a relief camp 
at the Chairman’s resi-
dence in the colony.

Phom informed 
that in the early morn-
ing hours of Aug. 
2, due to the heavy 
downpour, water clog-
ging and flooding took 
place.  The council 
along with the help 
and aid of the district 
administration and 
the District Disaster 
Management force or-
ganised a relief camp 
where the residents of 
the affected area are 
being provided shelter 
in homes that were not 
affected. Apart from 
shelter food is also be-
ing provided. 

It was informed 
that around 400 house-
holds were affected by 
the rains that occurred 

in the areas of Block 1 
and Block 2 of Bangjak 
Phom Colony. 

The chairman also 
shared the grievance of 
the colony in regard to 
the drainage pipe that 
runs through parts of 
Dimapur and is also 
adjacent to Bangjak 
Phom colony. 

“We have com-
plained to the con-
cerned administration 
to fix the drainage, if 
it was fixed, the flood-
ing and clogging will 
not occur,” Phom said 
adding that they are 
the “victims” of the 
drainage pipe.

A member of the 
council also main-
tained that the Bang-
jak Phom colony has 
proper concrete drain-
age and regular clean 
up is done to the drain 
but it was only because 
of the above said drain-
age that runs adjacent 
that all the water flows 
into the colony. 

Phek’s NCSU mourns  
will be difficult to fill in, the 
message added.   The union 
prayed to the God to give 
solace to the bereaved fam-
ily and prayed for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace. 

 Trainees at TVTC, in Padumphukhri, pose for a picture.

Cutting and tailoring prog underway at Padumphukhri 
Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): A 
six month course on cut-
ting and tailoring train-
ing program sponsored 
by VDB (Women) Pa-
dumphukhri village is cur-
rently underway at TRGU 
Vocational Training Cen-
tre (TVTC), Dimapur. 

A press release re-
ceived at Eastern Mirror, 
while informing about 
the program, stated that 
the proprietor of TVTC, 
Aienla Jamir ‘shared about 
the development and en-
trepreneurship that has 
come through by skill 
training for ‘for better 
and secured pronged  ap-
proach’ to improve em-
ployability and income-
earning opportunities, 
security and promoting 
sustainable development 
and livelihood’. 

Saying that “its various 
schemes and initiatives 
is working to reinforce 
equality via skill develop-
ment,” Jamir encouraged 
the all the participants to 

be self dependent, to be 
able to look after one fam-
ily, to be punctual and be 
responsible. 

She said that the 
stitching and sewing train-
ing program is to enable 
women to earn an income 
and be self reliant and 
added that after complet-
ing the course, the train-
ees can take an advance 
course for mastering in 
their ‘domain course’. 

Meanwhile, the release 
also stated that a member 
of Village Development 
Board (Women Wing), 

Apokla, while speaking at 
the programme, encour-
aged the trainees on de-
veloping their skills which 
will be vital in gender 
equality and access.    

Apokla Member of Vil-
lage Development Board 
Women Wings gave an 
inherent and encouraging 
talk on  Women skill train-
ing will be vital in gender 
equality and access. 

“When women are 
restricted to housewife 
and preventing from 
leaving home, they can’t 
contribute to the family 

income, making it diffi-
cult for families to escape 
the cycle of poverty,” said 
the VDB (Women WIng) 
member. 

As women, one should 
fight ‘their rights to be a 
self reliant’; Apokla there-
fore, advised the trainees 
to work hard in master-
ing their trade to serve the 
community in the nearby 
future .

 A number of candi-
dates and  tribal commu-
nity from Padumpukhuri 
village  attended the pro-
gram, the release added. 

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
Sainik School Punglwa 
organized an ‘inter-house 
quiz competition on Aug. 
1 2018’ at the Arjan Singh 
Indoor Sports Complex. 

A press release re-
cieved here today in-
formed that the competi-
tion was held to inculcate 
the habit of quizzing and 
examine the general 
knowledge on current is-
sues and the presence of 
mind in the cadets. 

It informed that the 
quiz competition com-
prised of seven rounds 
covering topics such as 
‘current affairs, science 
and technology, sports, 
literature, audio, visual 
and rapid fire’. 

Saying that the event 
provided the audience 
and enriching knowledge, 
the release informed that 
the event was interest-
ing and interactive and it 
kept the contestants fully 

engaged throughout the 
session. 

After a tough com-
petition, ‘Japfu house’ 
emerged as the cham-
pion, while Doyang and 
Melak houses secured the 
second and third position 
respectively. 

Post tough fight from 
the six competing houses 
Japfu house emerged 
as the champion of the 
competition. Doyang and 
Melak house secured sec-
ond and third position re-
spectively.

The principal of the 
school, “Gp Capt Sharad 
R Keskar”, who attended 
the event as the chief 
guest addressed the ca-
dets and complemented 
all the participants as well 
as the winners and later 
gave away the prizes and 
trophy to the winning ca-
dets of the different hous-
es, the release further in-
formed. 
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A Parliament Without its 
Once Glorious Decorum 

D
istressed by constant disruption of the Par-
liament, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
claimed that “Government has the least to 
lose due to din in Parliament. It is the coun-

try which loses the most.” The Parliament is a forum to 
debate and even criticise the government, he said in 
pointing to the need for legislative institution to func-
tion. Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu echoed the sen-
timent and called upon the opposition to be responsi-
ble — for the government to become “more responsive”.

It is now the time for all our law makers to introspect 
their roles in Parliament. It is not only the prime min-
ister or the vice president. The parliamentarians have 
become that unruly that it is hurting the dignity of the 
‘Temple of Democracy.’ Instead of transacting busi-
ness, the Indian Parliament these days has become (in)
famous for disruptions, adjournments. The ruling side 
blames the opposition for such a sorry state of affairs. 
On the other hand, the opposition parties maintain 
that that the responsibility of the government is to run 
the Parliament smoothly. Meaning, it is the government 
which is to be blamed if the Parliament does not func-
tion properly.

However, both the sides should realise that by blam-
ing each other the situation will not improve. It is not 
a case of win or loss. For the Parliament to work, both 
shall have to cooperate. Ask any parliamentarian of the 
yesteryears: all of them will inform that they did not 
have the courage to defy the Chair those days. They 
were duty-bound to finish their speeches within the 
time stipulated for their speeches. Crossing the time 
limit used to be considered a blot on the parliamen-
tarian. To avoid such an embarrassing situation they 
rehearsed speeches. But now it has almost become a 
rule to continue speeches well beyond what has been 
stipulated for speeches. Repeated appeals to finish 
their speeches on time have virtually no effect on cur-
rent politicians. Our parliamentarians should realise 
that being undisciplined, they are actually bringing dis-
repute to Parliament.

The best example of how blame games affect the 
functioning of the Parliament was the impasse during 
the previous Budget session over the No Confidence 
Motion. Due to the confrontational attitude from both 
the sides, it became the least productive session of the 
past 18 years. It is difficult for anyone to understand 
why the Parliament was stalled during the budget ses-
sion and how it would solve things at the very begin-
ning of the Monsoon session? Further, curtailing the 
Parliament session for other reasons such as state elec-
tions has also made it largely insignificant. Not so long 
ago, the Parliament session was delayed for almost a 
month due to the Gujarat assembly elections as Union 
ministers were busy in campaigns.

So, no one is in a position today to blame others for 
the parliament not functioning. Everyone is responsi-
ble for such a sorry state of affairs. The prime minister 
or the vice president cannot skip their responsibilities 
by talking about the disease only. They will have to sug-
gest remedies too. Similarly, senior leaders of all the po-
litical parties should sit together to decide that they will 
be ruthless in punishing their members if their actions 
bring disrepute to the house. Only then shall the Indian 
Parliament regain its lost glory.

Sanjay Bahl | IANS

Anita Katyal | scroll.in

People wait in a queue to check their names on the final draft of the Assam’s National Register of Citizens after it was released on Monday. (PTI)

Encouraging words bring hope to the 
human spirit.

What the apostle John did for his friend Gaius in the 
first century is a dying art in the twenty-first cen-
tury. John wrote him a letter.

One writer for the New York Times, Catherine Field, said, 
“Letter-writing is among our most ancient of arts. Think of 
letters and the mind falls on Paul of Tarsus,” for example. 
And we can add the apostle John.

In his letter to Gaius, John included hopes for good 
health of body and soul, an encouraging word about Gaius’s 
faithfulness, and a note about his love for the church. John 
also spoke of a problem in the church, which he promised to 
address individually later. And he wrote of the value of doing 
good things for God’s glory. All in all, it was an encouraging 
and challenging letter to his friend.

Digital communication may mean letter-writing on paper 
is fading away, but this shouldn’t stop us from encouraging 
others. Paul wrote letters of encouragement on parchment; 
we can encourage others in a variety of ways. The key is not 
the way we encourage others, but that we take a moment to 
let others know we care for them in Jesus’s name!

Think of the encouragement Gaius experienced when he 
opened John’s letter. Could we similarly shine God’s love on 
our friends with a thoughtful note or an uplifting call?

Lord, help us know how to encourage others who need a 
spiritual boost from us.

DAILY PATH
To My Dear Friend

BIBLE READ:  3 JOHN  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The elder, to my dear friend Gaius, whom  
I love in the truth.           

~  3 John 1

Technology Allows Flexibility in Learning, 
Creates Collaborative Work Environment

With NRC Controversy, BJP Has Found Another 
Issue To Try To Corner the Trinamool – and Congress
Since the process of updating the National Register of Citizens was initiated by 

Manmohan Singh, the Congress cannot distance itself from the exercise.

I
ndia seems to be in a space where technology is a 
big favourite. Digital marketing and digital auto-
mation are among the top-searched words. This 
is making organisations look for and adapt smart 

technology-aided training interventions to rationalise 
training costs while enhancing effectiveness and sav-
ing time.

New technologies like Cloud computing, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and similar such innovations are con-
stantly changing and evolving the workplace environ-
ment. Leveraging this technology is the appropriate 
approach to enable flexibility in learning. Corporate 
training need not be delivered entirely based on tra-
ditional methods. It can be merged with e-learning 
methods to make a great L&D (learning and develop-
ment) tool.

Technology-enabled Blended Learning (TeBL) is 
an appropriate solution for imparting customised 
training programmes which save time. When blended 
with instructor-led training programmes, e-training 
solutions produce remarkable results in terms of 
training retention, overall productivity enhancement 
and a better training ROI (return on investment). Cor-
porates are quickly realising that if they want to stay 
competitive in business, it’s time to get serious about 
customised training solutions.

Customised smart solutions are also lithe because 
they have the added benefit of learners being able to 
access content anytime, anywhere and even specify 
the extent to which they need it. This also allows fa-
cilitators to impart training specifically aimed at every 
individual’s needs. A blended learning approach max-
imises the effectiveness of instructor-led and virtual 
training programmes in a format that is highly scal-
able and measurable.

These types of technology-enabled blended learn-
ing models cater to the needs of employees stationed 
in remote areas. With this, an organisation gets the 
best out of each employee that they retain.

Corporate training sessions can be attended on 
Cloud-based frameworks on all devices, including 
tablets and smartphones. The training has now be-
come engaging as both the parties contribute equally 
to the session. There are several features to facilitate 
communication with groups and individuals. Pre-
workshop online material can be shared with the 
learners even before the training session. The trainer 
and participants have ongoing access to training ma-
terials both during and after the workshop.

The option of observing one’s learning through 
performance assessments make these sessions more 
fruitful. AI-enabled chatbots play a crucial role here, 
as they take on the job of the trainer when he or she is 
not around to lead the training-related FAQs. In addi-
tion to this, Augmented Reality (AR)- and Virtual real-
ity (VR)-based training simulators are also being used 
to deliver training at various levels.

For example, VR is widely being used by manu-
facturing-based companies to train workers on shop-
floor safety. AR and simulation-based trainings have 

been employed by auto companies to explain off-road 
functionalities of SUVs inside the showroom itself so 
that the sales staff can understand key features with-
out spending on out-bound training interventions.

Through VR, an employee can easily learn how to 
use complex machinery in a non-physical environ-
ment resembling real life. The mistakes made in the 
virtual environment cause no harm to the employee 
or the equipment. AR can also be used for specialised 
training like full-scale visualisation of machines and 
products without physically building them.

Digital transformation is also happening in train-
ing for the retail, tourism and hospitality, FMCG, ap-
parel and furnishing sectors, as it is easy to upskill and 
scale the employees’ performance by assessing them 
on their actions to a virtual sales floor. So, it is evident 
that technology allows flexibility in learning and gives 
a collaborative environment to work in, irrespective of 
the sector and the geography.

(Sanjay Bahl is CEO and MD of Centum 
Learning. The views expressed are personal)

B
haratiya Janata Party president 
Amit Shah addressed a hurried-
ly-convened press conference 
on Tuesday to accuse opposi-

tion parties of protecting Bangladeshi 
infiltrators following their protests over 
the draft report of Assam’s National Reg-
ister of Citizens.

Shah’s press meet was preceded by a 
short intervention in the Rajya Sabha in 
response to Opposition protests about 
the absence of 40 lakh names from the 
citizens register, when he declared that 
it is only the BJP that had the courage 
to go ahead with this exercise. The Con-
gress had dithered over it, Shah said, 
even though the 1985 Assam Accord 
had been signed by Rajiv Gandhi. The 
BJP president’s aggressive stance and 
his reference to Rajiv Gandhi led to a 
predictable uproar in the Upper House, 
resulting in an early adjournment.

Shah’s double bill was part of the 
BJP’s well-crafted strategy to place the 
controversy generated by the Assam 
citizens’ list at the centre of a national 
debate to ensure that this issue is not 
confined to Assam alone but resonates 
across the country.

Mamata’s warning
Claims of undocumented migrants 
from Bangladesh making their homes in 
India is a sensitive and emotional issue 
as the people in Assam believe that the 
demography of their state has changed 
following this influx from across the 

border. This controversy will also figure 
high in neighbouring West Bengal in the 
run-up to next year’s Lok Sabha election, 
as was evident from its chief minister 
and Trinamool Congress chief Mamata 
Banerjee’s warning that the BJP’s move 
to divide people would lead to a “blood-
bath and civil war”.

Having emerged as the Trinamool’s 
chief political rival in West Bengal, the 
BJP is all set to draw political mileage 
from Banerjee’s campaign by accusing 
the chief minister of indulging in minor-
ity appeasement.

However, the BJP’s game plan is to 
extend this debate beyond these two 
states as it seeks to send out multiple 
messages. By taking a firm and clear 
stand on this matter, the BJP wants to 
live up to its reputation of being a tough 
party that is headed by a decisive leader 
who is not afraid of taking difficult deci-
sions. Coming at a time when the Modi 
government has been in the firing line 
over the poor state of the economy, the 
agrarian crisis, growing unemployment 
and the Rafale deal, the publication of 
the citizens’ list in distant Assam has 
provided an opportunity to the BJP to 
change the national political discourse 
and return to its communal agenda.

“Though the names of Hindus have 
also been left out of the citizens’ list, the 
BJP basically wants to play the Hindu-
Muslim card by treating all the 40 lakh 
people as Bangladeshis,” said a senior 
Congress leader.

BJP leaders indicated that it will be 
happy to see that this controversy lin-

gers on. In fact, it is in no hurry to go 
beyond the stage of detection of undoc-
umented migrants and resort to their 
deportation as it can create a fresh set 
of problems with Bangladesh. The BJP 
can, however, disenfranchise them and 
deprive them of voting rights, which will 
also serve its purpose. It, therefore, suits 
the BJP to keep this issue simmering in 
the hope that it will boil over in the com-
ing months.

Cornering the Congress
While Mamata Banerjee is on its radar, 
the BJP is particularly keen to corner the 
Congress on the issue. This was clear 
from Shah’s line of attack when he ac-
cused the Congress of dragging its feet 
over the implementation of the Assam 
accord for the several decades and asked 
Rahul Gandhi to clarify his party’s stand. 
“If you talk about human rights, what 
about the rights of people of Assam?” 
Shah thundered. “Their rights of educa-
tion, jobs were being taken away... This 
step has been taken for protecting the 
rights of the people of India. Every party 
should make their stand clear whether 
rights of Indians are important or not.”

On its part, the Congress found itself 
in a spot. Since the process of updating 
the National Register of Citizens was 
initiated by Manmohan Singh when 
he was prime minister, the party could 
not distance itself from this exercise. At 
the same time, it had perforce to take 
note of the fact that 40 lakh names were 
missing from this list. It chose to limit its 
objections to the manner in which the 

exercise had been undertaken.

Rahul Gandhi statement
In a Facebook post, Congress president  
Rahul Gandhi said:

“The NRC was initiated by the [Con-
gress-led] UPA [United Progressive Al-
liance government] under Manmohan 
Singh Ji to fulfill the commitment made 
in the Assam accord of 1985. However, 
the manner in which this exercise has 
been undertaken by the BJP govern-
ments at the Centre and in the state of 
Assam leaves much to be desired. Clear-
ly, after spending close to Rs 1,200 crore, 
the execution of this critical and highly 
sensitive exercise has been tardy. The 
government must move swiftly to re-
solve this crisis.”

Gandhi also took care to avoid any 
reference to the harassment of minori-
ties but instead described those ex-
cluded as Indian citizens. Stating that 
reports were pouring in from Assam of 
“Indian citizens finding their names 
missing from the draft NRC”, he ap-
pealed to Congress members to “help 
all those against whom an injustice has 
been done in the draft NRC, no matter 
what their religion, caste, gender, lin-
guistic group or political affiliation”.

While Congress leaders are be-
moaning the fact that its wish-washy 
stand has handed a political advantage 
to the BJP, which was on the look-out 
for issues that are in sync with its ideol-
ogy, the saffron party believes it has cot-
toned on to an issue that helps it set the 
political agenda.
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Pyroclastic activity at Mount Sinabung, on 24 June 2016 in Karo, Indonesia. Photo by Getty Images
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Jan Freedman | Aeon

Jason von Meding, Giuseppe 
Forino and Tien Le Thuy Du 

| The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You probably 
should settle down a bit today in the love 
and romance department, Aries. Realize that 
your relationships with others aren’t a show 

or stage act to perform. This is a day when you should 
listen to feedback from your partner and think about 
restructuring certain elements of your relationship in 
order to make things flow more smoothly.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Sit back and ob-
serve others’ behavior today, Taurus. Take a 
look at the people around you and figure out 
what makes them tick. You’ll find that you 

can learn a great deal from their actions and mistakes. 
Consider your role models and people you wish to em-
ulate. Think about the traits that attract you to certain 
people and work to adopt those traits yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your love life 
might be a little fragile, and you’ll find that 
your partner is more sensitive than usual, 
Gemini. A more caring, emotional approach 

to a situation will help you form a better connection 
with your partner. Today you’ll find that clear boundar-
ies need to be established in order to keep things run-
ning smoothly between you and your loved ones.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Things in the 
love and beauty department should be go-
ing rather well for you now, Cancer, so it’s a 
good time to make a move toward the object 

of your desire. Make sure that you’re being completely 
realistic in your actions. Realize that you may need 
some discipline in this area. Maintain a healthy struc-
ture within which you can work.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Slow down and take 
a more reserved, sensitive, and calculated 
approach to things today, Leo, especially 
when it comes to matters involving love and 

beauty. You’ll find a greater level of sensuality waiting 
for you when you’re willing to open up the door even 
wider. Go after the object of your desire, but make sure 
that your approach is sensitive and disciplined.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may be at a 
rather climactic point now in the department 
of love and beauty, Virgo. Your creative levels 
are peaking and you might feel a strong urge 

to create something on a giant canvas. Realize that dis-
cipline is needed to get those artistic juices flowing. 
Don’t let fear stop you. Initiate your dreams and let the 
details fall into place later.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Pieces of your life 
that you’ve tried to avoid for some time may 
come to the surface today and cause you a bit 
of trouble, Libra. That which isn’t organized 

or structured is getting more and more chaotic just to 
teach you a lesson. Take care of things now. Put things 
in order and become more aware of the ticking of the 
clock. There’s a reason you need to take care of business.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Cupid has 
fired his arrow into your heart today, Scorpio, 
so snuggle up with the object of your desire. 
You’ll feel more sensual and romantic than 

usual. Gourmet foods and fine wines should grace your 
plate tonight. Realize that there may be an element of 
restraint that needs to get worked into the equation, but 
don’t let this stop you from having a good time.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may 
feel a bit of a creative block now, Sagittarius, 
but don’t view this as a signal to stop pursuing 
your artistic goals. The truth of the matter is 

that discipline is all that’s needed to manifest the things 
you really want. Don’t let other people’s energies get in 
the way of where you are now and where you want to 
be. Get back in the flow.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today is 
an important day in which you can breathe 
creative energy into a structured situation, 
Capricorn. You’ll find that bolstering the 

aesthetics of your surroundings will help inspire you to 
be more disciplined and eager to keep things neat and 
tidy. Take your time and don’t let other people’s anxiety 
cause you to rush into anything you aren’t ready for.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Be a bit more 
selective in terms of where you put your en-
ergy today, Aquarius. Don’t waste your time 
with situations that aren’t healthy or condu-

cive to your aims. You may find it hard to get motivated, 
but this is fine. This is a good day to lay low. Your energy 
is apt to feel rather sluggish, so be conservative with 
how you use it. Pace yourself throughout the day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Love and romance 
are coming your way today, but it’s important 
to be practical, Pisces. Don’t take your relation-
ships for granted. Realize that love doesn’t nec-

essarily mean that everything is perfect. Structure and dis-
cipline are often required in order to maintain a healthy 
partnership. You should be able to incorporate these ele-
ments rather well, so make the most of this energy.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

What Kills You When a Volcano Erupts? It’s Not What You Think

The Laos Disaster Reminds Us that Local People Are Too Often Victims of Dam Development

T
he blockbuster movie 
Jurassic World: Fallen King-
dom (2018) involves more 
than just dinosaurs wreak-

ing havoc. Humans are sent in to 
rescue some prehistoric critters on 
the volcanic island of Isla Nublar, 
and chaos soon begins. The volcano 
erupts, and everyone runs away as 
a roiling cloud called a pyroclastic 
flow approaches. At one point the 
main character disappears into the 
cloud. Luckily, some dinosaurs and 
humans in a strange glass ball fall 
over a cliff into the sea, and our hero 
splashes in not long after.

But would anyone have really 
survived? What is it like to live and 
die in the shadow of a volcanic 
eruption? Illustrations that depict 
jelly-like lava slowly moving down a 
mountain don’t tell the whole story. 
Even those beautiful photographs 
of the eruptions in Hawaii in June 
2018, featuring fountains of irides-
cent, yellow-orange goop, give a 
rather romantic impression.

Some volcanoes do erupt in 
a relatively ‘calm’ way. Known as 
shield volcanoes, they form when 
an enormous bubble of molten rock 
(magma) rises from deep within 
the planet and oozes out like blood 
from a wound. This river of lava 
(magma that’s reached the surface) 
can still be devastating, wiping out 
homes with ease, but at least you 
can outrun it.

However, the destruction of the 
Roman city of Pompeii in 79 CE 
provides a glimpse of a much more 

menacing kind of volcano. The 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius pro-
duced ‘a black and dreadful cloud, 
broken with rapid, zigzag flashes 
[that] revealed behind it variously 
shaped masses of flame: these last 
were like sheet-lightning, but much 
larger,’ said Pliny the Younger years 
later in a letter to his friend Tacitus. 
This suffocating cloud, rather than 
great tributaries of lava, is what 
killed most of the villagers of Pom-
peii.

Mount Vesuvius is what’s called 
a composite volcano. Here the 
magma is made from lots of dif-
ferent types of rocks, liquids and 
gases, forced deep underground by 
plate tectonics. Under pressure and 
heat, this volatile mixture melts, 
and then rises back up to lurk in-
side a large magma chamber just 
below ground. Unlike shield volca-
noes, these chambers contain a lot 
of gas – a bit like a bottle of Pros-
ecco – which can’t escape because 
of the volcano’s solid-rock lid. As 
more magma and gas bubble up 
from below, the pressure builds and 
builds, as if the bottle is being shak-
en. Finally it bursts, releasing a thick 
cloud of vapour, ash and rocky de-
bris that hovers above the volcano 
before collapsing into a pyroclastic 
flow. This is what makes composite 
volcanoes so dangerous.

Imagine living in Pompeii, be-
fore volcanologists could monitor 
the telltale signs of an imminent 
explosion, such as tremors, fumes, 
heat and ground elevation. First, a 
violent eruption blasts away a lot 
of the volcano itself, sending huge 

rocks and boulders flying through 
the air to land a good few hundred 
metres away. Lava (magma that’s 
reached the surface) runs down 
the slopes. Earthquakes make the 
ground shudder for up to five min-
utes, bringing you to your knees, 
but at least you still have time to get 
away. 

As this is happening, ash is be-
ing thrust into the air, turning day 
into night. A thick cloud of it hov-
ers above the volcano for several 
minutes, sometimes longer. Finally 
it collapses and careens down the 
slopes, carrying deadly boulders 
and fumes, and building speed as it 
goes. The killer cascade can achieve 
speeds between 80 and 700 km per 
hour, so fast it can travel uphill. You 
cannot outrun it. If you were one 
kilometre away, the flow would 
reach you in just five seconds. The 
ash in the air will scald your lungs 
and make it almost impossible to 
breathe. Temperatures in the flow 
can reach up to 1,000oC, so your 
flesh would start burning before the 
cloud even touches you, because 
it heats the air in front of it. If the 
cloud smothers you, you’re done 
for.

These terrifying avalanches 
have killed thousands of people in 
recorded history. Aside from Pom-
peii, almost the entire 30,000-strong 
population of the town of St Pierre 
in the Caribbean was killed when 
Mount Pelée erupted in 1902. 
Mount St Helens, in Washington 
State, killed dozens when it erupted 
in 1980.

However, it’s possible to survive 

a pyroclastic flow – rare, but possi-
ble. One of the survivors of Mount 
Pelée was ensconced in a prison 
cell without windows, safe from 
the outside world. Another hid in a 
cave on the edge of the island and 
was washed out to sea, only to be 
rescued days later. Some creatures 
survived because they were in their 
burrows underground, protected 
from the deadly temperatures 
above. Dave Crockett, a reporter 
who stayed out of its main path 

during the Mount St Helens erup-
tion, described making his way off 
the slopes as ‘hell on Earth’, with 
roads washed away by mudslides, 
the air covered in hot ash, and the 
day turned to pure blackness. 

Pliny the Younger was lucky. He 
lived in a small town on the oppo-
site side of Mount Vesuvius. Had the 
pyroclastic flow swept down that 
side of the volcano, it’s unlikely that 
we would have any letters from him 
at all, or any understanding of what 

it was like to watch one of the great 
cities of antiquity be consumed by a 
cloud of death.

Our hero and the dinosaurs in 
Jurassic World were lucky. If the py-
roclastic flow had been real, none 
of them would have left the island 
alive.

Jan Freedman is curator of natural 
history at Plymouth City Museum 

and Art Gallery.
Edited by Sally Davies

O
n July 22, the Xepian-Xe Nam 
Noy hydropower dam under con-
struction in Laos’ Attapeu Prov-
ince collapsed. Flash flooding 

inundated eight villages, killing at least 29 
people and leaving 131 officially reported 
missing. The final number of casualties 
could be much higher.

Disaster response activities are ongo-
ing. The deputy secretary of the province 
claimed that more than 1,100 people were 
still unaccounted for, as of July 27. Laotian 
authorities are investigating whether the 
collapse was caused by heavy rainfall, inad-
equate construction standards, or a combi-
nation of the two.

The dam is part of a larger joint venture 
between Laotian, Thai and South Korean 
companies, which are reportedly helping 
with the rescue and restoration effort. The 
companies are also sending experts to as-
sess the damage and investigate the cause 
of the disaster.

This is not the first time that a hydro-
power project in Southeast Asia has been 
in the spotlight. It again raises questions 
about the benefits of such projects for lo-
cal communities, considering the risks to 
which local people are exposed.

Not only do large developments inter-
fere with ecosystems, but they often affect 
local communities even in the absence of 
catastrophe. This was indeed the case for 
the Xepian-Xe Nam Noy project, which had 
already cost many villagers their land and 
livelihoods before disaster struck.

As much as we tend to focus on the 
“natural” triggers for disaster – in this case 
heavy rain – the reality is more nuanced. 
These incidents are often also the result of 
flawed development, and as such they are 
social and political disasters too.

So, was this disaster just a terrible acci-
dent? Or is it emblematic of a development 
agenda that is out of sync with the needs of a 
healthy environment and local community?

The impacts of hydropower
Hydropower projects in Southeast Asia, and 
particularly in the Mekong catchment, have 

long exposed vulnerable communities to 
risk while developers reap the rewards. Mil-
lions of people depend on the Mekong river 
for water, fish, transport and irrigation.

Dam developers promise that their 
projects will deliver a wide array of benefits: 
renewable energy, bountiful reservoir fish-
ing, profitable reforestation, harmonised 
water allocation, and better flood control. 
But these controversial projects often dra-
matically change local livelihoods for the 
worse.

We have seen this before, both in Laos 
and in its neighbouring countries. The Nam 
Song Diversion Dam, completed in 1996, 
affected more than 1,000 Laotian families 
– first by removing their access to produc-
tive agricultural land and causing a severe 
decline in fish stocks. Since then, deliber-
ate water surges – for electricity generation 
– have been blamed for three deaths and 
widespread loss of boats and fishing equip-
ment.

The Nam Theun 2 Hydropower Project 
boasted rigorous social and environmental 
safeguards – but these soon became bro-
ken promises. This project also followed 
a disturbing trend relating to hydropower 
development in Southeast Asia: the dispos-
session of already marginalised ethnic mi-
norities.

In neighbouring Cambodia, the Kam-
chay Dam displaced thousands of people, 
jeopardised their livelihoods, and caused 
irreparable damage to the environment. 
The Pak Chom Dam in Thailand similarly 
put local livelihoods at risk.

So despite providing clean renew-
able energy, many hydropower projects 
in Southeast Asia have also deepened in-
equality and marginalisation.

People vs profit
This latest disaster should therefore be seen 
in the context of broader criticism concern-
ing damming the Mekong and its tributar-
ies.

Some analysts have argued that local 
communities in the Mekong delta are be-
ing caught in the middle of a cross-border 
water grab. Private and state-backed ac-
tors from China, Thailand, and Laos profit 
handsomely from hydropower projects, but 
critics argue that all too often the negative 
impacts of dams are ignored.

Local protests against development 

projects are often suppressed, and govern-
ments regularly align with private interests 
to maximise profit and protect developers 

from any repercussions. In recent years, 
affected communities have made some 
gains, but displacement and disempower-

ment are still rife.
The exploitation of the Mekong river is 

only likely to increase. China has a clear en-
ergy agenda and Laos aspires to be the “bat-
tery of Southeast Asia”. But while exporting 
much of its hydroelectric power to Thai-
land, Vietnam and Cambodia, the Laotian 
government imports the same power back 
at increased cost from Thailand. Local peo-
ple feel that something is amiss.

Communities from the Mekong villages 
of Mo Phu and Pak Paew villages  have been 
told to prepare for resettlement due to the 
planned construction of the Phou Ngoy 
Dam. They face uncertainty as to the living 
conditions at their new location.

Development isn’t always positive
The World Bank ranked Laos as the 13th 
fastest growing economy of 2016, and the 
Asian Development Bank predicts that its 
economy will grow at 7% a year for the re-
mainder of this decade.

Hydropower is a major contributor to 
this economic growth. But hydropower 
projects promote displacement, put liveli-
hoods and food security at risk, and destroy 
biodiversity and ecosystems. Without con-
sidering both international and local social 
and environmental costs, hydropower de-
velopment exacerbates everyday struggles 
for many people in Southeast Asia.

Many of the destructive projects on the 
Mekong are supported by the World Bank 
and the Asian Development Bank. These 
powerful international stakeholders should 
not be above criticism.

The kind of development that is prima-
rily concerned with profits for corporations 
always occurs at the expense of the most 
marginalised communities and individu-
als. All too often their voices are silenced 
and political accountability is absent.

The evidence indicates that it may not 
be so simple to decouple economic growth 
from environmental harm.

Jason von Meding is a senior lecturer in 
Disaster Risk Reduction at University of 

Newcastle.
Giuseppe Forino is a PhD Candidate in 

Disaster Management at University of 
Newcastle.

Tien Le Thuy Du is a PhD Candidate in 
Geosensing and water management at 

University of Houston.

A map of dams on the lower Mekong. (ICEM)
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SC/ST amendment bill to be 
introduced in Parliament — HM 

BJP will get ‘demonetisation-like’ jolt in 2019 — Shiv Sena

Niti Aayog launches global hackathon 
to crowdsource mobility solutions

8-month pregnant woman gang-
raped by 8 men in Maharashtra

Rajya Sabha MPs voice concern 
over attacks on journalists

Left-sponsored bandh evokes mixed response in Bihar

Goa to lift fish 
import ban

Culture of banning books 
impacts free flow of ideas — SC

‘Forget the past, Sahitya Akademi will 
not hesitate to speak up for writers’ 

PTI

Samajwadi Party activists protest during ‘Bihar Bandh’ against the alleged exploitation of women and 
dalits, in Patna on Thursday.

Rajnath Singh

New Delhi, Aug. 2 (IANS): 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday said a 
bill to amend the SC/ST 
Atrocities Prevention Act, 
approved by the Cabinet 
on Wednesday, will be in-
troduced in Parliament in 
the ongoing session for 
consideration and pas-
sage.

The Leader of Con-
gress in the Lok Sabha, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, asked 
why the ordinance route 
was not adopted in this 
“important” case when 
the government brought 
six ordinances in several 
other bills.

“I am surprised... I 
don’t know why the mem-
bers are raising this is-
sue now. I think they are 
aware and they have the 
knowledge that the Union 
Cabinet under the chair-
manship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi approved 
The Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) 
Amendment Bill,” Rajnath 
Singh said in the Lok Sab-
ha during Zero Hour.

He said the country 
knew that the Supreme 
Court had diluted the SC/
ST Act through its ruling 
that a preliminary enquiry 
was required to arrest any 

person even under the SC/
ST Act meant for prevent-
ing atrocities against those 
covered under the Act.

“The Prime Minister 
had said if there is any 
dilution in the Act, we will 
bring a bill. And there is no 
if and but in it, he (Modi) 
had promised. He also 
said the government will 
not allow dilution of SC/
ST Act,” Singh said.

“We will introduce the 
Bill in this session of Par-
liament to make it a law.”

Kharge, who raised the 
issue during Zero Hour 
in Lok Sabha, said: “Four 
months have passed but 
no action has been taken 
by the government to nul-
lify the Supreme Court 
order, which was a dilution 

of the SC/ST Act. They 
brought six ordinances, 
but why no ordinance in 
such an important mat-
ter.”

Kharge pointed out or-
dinances were brought in 
Insolvency and Bankrupt-
cy Code (Amendment) bill, 
National Sports University 
bill, Homeopathy Central 
Council (Amendment) 
bill, Fugitive Economic 
Offenders bill, Criminal 
Law (Amendment) bill 
and Commercial Courts, 
Commercial Division, 
Commercial Appellate 
Division of High Courts 
(Amendment) bill.

“Atrocities against SC/
ST are increasing in the 
country. Bring a bill to-
morrow, and we will pass,” 

said Kharge.
“The government has 

not done anything to nul-
lify the Supreme Court or-
der. You bring ordinances 
for every small issue, why 
didn’t you bring an ordi-
nance for this issue,” he 
said. The Home Minister’s 
remarks come a day after 
the Union Cabinet de-
cided to restore a provision 
of the SC/ST Act allowing 
the arrest of accused per-
sons without a preliminary 
enquiry or prior approval 
that was struck down by 
the Supreme Court.

The preamble of the 
amendment says that the 
decision to arrest or not 
to arrest cannot be taken 
away from the investigat-
ing officer, a power given 
under the Criminal Proce-
dure Code in which there 
is no provision for a pre-
liminary enquiry.

Under the new provi-
sion, no preliminary en-
quiry will be required for 
registering FIRs against 
the accused and arrest of 
persons accused under the 
SC/ST Act and this will not 
require any approval. 

The provision of an-
ticipatory bail shall not be 
available to the accused 
notwithstanding any court 
judgment.

Mumbai, Aug. 2 (IANS): The Shiv 
Sena on Thursday predicted that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will get 
a ‘demonetization-like’ shock in the 
2019 Lok Sabha elections.

It said that winds of changed in 
favour of the opposition alliance 
were blowing in almost all the 
states and that people had “made 
up their minds since one-and-half 
years” to give a big jolt to the BJP.

“A major obstacle has come up 
on the ‘Delhi route’, via Uttar Pradesh 
with the coalition of the Congress, 
Bahujan Samaj Party and Sama-
jwadi Party.  There are similar reports 
emerging from Bihar where Con-
gress and Rashtriya Janata Dal are 
forging alliances with other parties. 

There are strong signals of 

change of power at the Centre,” the 
Sena said.

Political pundits are already 
speculating that in the next parlia-
mentary elections, the tally in Uttar 
Pradesh may be reversed compared 
to 2014 when the BJP swept with 71 
of the 80 Lok Sabha seats.

“For now, the bouquet of ‘jumlas’ 
(falsehoods) has now wilted. 

The last resort is to create caste 
divisions and polarization,” the 
Sena said in an editorial in the party 
mouthpiece ‘Dopahar Ka Saamana’.

Disillusionment with the BJP 
was now evident in every state and 
when people demand answers to 
past promises, the best option was 
to confound them in caste politics.

The rulers (BJP) seem to have 

realized this and have already 
launched their poll campaign, it 
said. “In normal circumstances, 
such haste has never been witnessed 
ever when the government and its 
head have plunged into full-fledged 
canvassing almost a year before the 
elections.”

The people have elected you to 
do their work, not carry out your 
party’s duties.

 The people who feel cheated 
know too well how to teach them a 
lesson, similar to the ‘demonetiza-
tion’ bombshell,” the Sena warned.

The editorial said there was 
growing unrest in all parts of the 
country including Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat and 
Rajasthan.

New Delhi, Aug. 2 (IANS): 
Envisaged to be one of 
the largest hackathons in 
the world, the NITI Aayog 
on Thursday launched a 
global mobility hackathon 
“Move Hack” to crowd-
source future mobility so-
lutions for India.

Focused on 10 themes 
and open to individuals 
from all nationalities, the 
hackathon will have an 
online leg, followed by 
a Singapore leg, and the 
finals in New Delhi. 

“Move Hack is the 
first platform in the world 

which has enmeshed 
public transport, private 
transport, road safety, 
multimodal connectiv-
ity and new age transport 
technologies such as zero 
emission vehicles and 
intra-city aerial transport 
in a hackathon platform 
spearheaded by a govern-
ment,” NITI Aayog CEO 
Amitabh Kant said. 

ndia has some of the 
most diverse problem 
contexts in the world. If 
you can solve for India, 
you can solve for the world 
and we will help you get 

there,” he added.
The top 30 solutions 

emerging out of the on-
line leg will be mentored 
in Singapore and the top 
20 teams from Singapore 
leg will participate in the 
final round to be held in 
New Delhi on September 
5 and 6, an official state-
ment said.

Awards for the hacka-
thon include recognizing 
top 10 winners with total 
prize of more than Rs 2 
crore, it added. The win-
ners will be announced 
during the Move Summit 

2018, which is also organ-
ised by the NITI Aayog on 
September 7 and 8. 

“Rapidly  evolving 
technologies and busi-
ness models for delivering 
mobility services have dra-
matic potential to trans-
form the global transpor-
tation sector. 

Mobility that ranges 
from pedestrian and per-
sonal transport to public 
transit and freight move-
ment is extremely critical 
and impacts rural and ur-
ban daily lives,” the state-
ment said.

Mumbai/Sangli, Aug. 2 
(IANS): A shocking case of 
an eight-month pregnant 
woman from Satara being 
gang-raped by eight men 
in Sangli has come to light. 
Taking serious note, the Ma-
harashtra State Commission 
for Women on Thursday 
sought a report from the lo-
cal police.

The incident occurred 
around 6 a.m. on Tuesday 
when the 20-year-old wom-
an, along with her hotelier 
husband, had gone to Turchi 
Phata in Tasgaon for a busi-
ness meeting.

An official of Tasgaon po-
lice station told IANS that the 
hotelier and his wife were on 
the lookout to hire a couple 
for their hotel business.

One of  the accused, 
Mukund Mane, had called 
him (the hotelier) to Turchi 
Phata claiming such a couple 
was ready to work for them 
and asked him to bring INR 
20,000 as advance payment 
for them.

When they reached the 
location, Mane and his men 
pounced on the hotelier 
couple, assaulted them with 
pipes and sticks, robbed them 

of the cash besides the wom-
an’s gold ornaments.

Then they tied up the hus-
band, gagged and locked 
him inside his vehicle and 
then allegedly gang-raped the 
woman.

They ignored her repeated 
pleas to let her go since she 
was eight months pregnant 
and after committing the 
crime escaped from there.

The attackers threatened 
them against informing the 
police claiming “they were 
locally very influential and 
nobody would listen to them”.

Later, the couple man-
aged to reach the Tasgaon 
police station and registered 
a complaint. The woman has 
named four of the eight ac-
cused - Mukund Mane, Sagar, 
Javed Khan and Vinod - in 
her FIR.

Nearly 48 hours after the 
incident, the police have yet 
to make arrests.

Intervening in the matter, 
Maharashtra State Commis-
sion for Women Chairperson 
Vijaya Rahatkar has written 
to the Sangli Superintendent 
of Police to personally look 
into the case and submit a 
detailed report on the case.

New Delhi, Aug. 2 (IANS): 
At least a dozen MPs on 
Thursday expressed con-
cern in the Rajya Sabha 
over the unabated attacks 
on journalists in different 
parts of the country.

The issue was raised by 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) member 
Jharna Das Baidya during 
the Zero Hour in Rajya 
Sabha. 

A number of MPs in-
cluding Derek O’Brien of 
the Trinammol Congress; 
P.L. Punia, Raj Babbar and 
Hussain Dalwai of the 
Congress; Tiruchi Siva of 

the DMK; Manoj Kumar 
Jha of Rashtriya Janata Dal 
and Independent mem-
ber Ritabrata Banerjee 
among others seconded 
Baidya.

“In 2018, three journal-
ists have lost their lives, 
the latest of them being 
veteran Kashmiri journal-
ist Shujaat Bukhari. This 
is one short of the four 
journalists who were killed 
in 2017,” she said.

“If it’s his work that led 
to the killing, Bukhari may 
become the 48th journalist 
who has been killed be-
cause of his work in India 

since 1992, the year when 
the Committee to Protect 
Journalists started keep-
ing records of journalist 
deaths. 

“Bukhari’s murder is 
the second high-profile 
killing in the last two years, 
the last one being Gauri 
Lankesh,” she added.

She further said that 
after the election in 2018 
in Tripura, many publica-
tions have been stopped 
particularly “Daily Desher 
Kotha”, which earlier cir-
culated 52,000 copies but 
now it has come down to 
only 6,000 copies.

Patna, Aug. 2 (PTI): About 
600 persons were today 
rounded up across Bihar 
during a day-long bandh 
called by the Left organi-
sations to protest against 
Muzaffarpur shelter home 
sex scandal and alleged 
atrocities against dalits. 

The bandh evoked a 
mixed response with ar-
rests being reported from 
four districts.

Supported by other 
opposition parties like the 
RJD and the Congress, the 
bandh resulted in disrup-
tion of rail and road traffic 

in several districts.
S m a l l e r  p a r t i e s 

like Hindustani Awam 
Morcha, Loktantrik Janta 
Dal (floated by former JD-
president Sharad Yadav) 
and NCP also lent support 
to the bandh, seen by po-
litical observers as com-
ing together of non-NDA 
parties ahead of the 2019 
general elections.

According to a release 
issued by state police 
headquarters, a total of 
598 persons were arrested 
across the state. Notably, 
arrests were reported from 

only four districts.
T h e  m a x i m u m 

number of arrests took 
place in Saran (328), fol-
lowed by Madhubani 
(210), Nawada (35) and 
Katihar (25).

CPI(ML) state secre-
tary Kunal, in a statement, 
thanked the people of Bi-
har for what he termed 
“success” of the dawn-to-
dusk shutdown.

He also demanded 
resignation of Union Min-
ister for Women and Child 
Development Maneka 
Gandhi over the issue of 

Panaji, Aug. 2 (IANS): The Goa govern-
ment on Thursday announced that it 
would lift the ban on import of fish. 
The 15-day ban till August 5 had been 
imposed following a scare that toxic for-
malin was used to preserve fish.

The state Health Ministry warned 
fish traders against importing contami-
nated fishes and announced the setting 
up of vetting mechanisms on two border 
check-posts -- Polem, South Goa and 
Patradevi, North Goa -- where the fishes 
would be first examined by Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) officials 
before entering the state.

An order issued by the Under Sec-
retary (Health) Maria Desouza said the 
inspection of consignments at the state 
borders would be carried out for a pe-
riod of one month from August 5.

“The FDA team shall be deputed at 
these check-posts for inspection and 
checking the quality of fish brought 
from outside the state,” the order said, 
asking fish traders to obtain proper 
licenses within 15 days of the issuance 
of the order.

Last month, Chief Minister Manohar 
Parrikar banned all import of seafood, 
after a FDA raid last month revealed 
traces of formalin in fish consignments. 
Parrikar in a statement made in the state 
legislative assembly last week however 
maintained that the formalin scare was 
driven by hype and a misinformation 
campaign.

New Delhi, Aug. 2 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Thursday said that the culture 
of banning books impacts the free flow of 
ideas and should not be taken recourse to 
unless they are hit by Section 292 of the 
IPC that prohibits obscenity.

The bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud reserved its order 
on a plea seeking to omit certain excerpts 
from the controversial Malayalam novel 
“Meesha” written by author S. Hareesh.

“You are giving undue importance to 
this kind of stuff. In the age of Internet, 
you are making this an issue. It is best 

forgotten,” said Justice Chandrachud.
The court gave expression to it’s ap-

parent reluctance to interfere with the 
passage being sought to be taken off as 
counsel Gopal Shankarayanan told the 
court that the passage they were seek-
ing to be expunged makes insinuations 
against the priestly class.

Reserving the order, the court asked 
the newspaper which had carried the 
controversial passages to submit a note 
within five days - giving the theme of 
the book and the three parts of the book 
carried by the newspaper translated into 
English.

New Delhi, Aug. 2 (IANS): 
At a time when at least 26 
well known writers have 
written a letter to the Sa-
hitya Akademi President 
Chandrashekhar Kambar, 
urging the National Acad-
emy of Letters to condemn 
the attacks against writers 
like S. Hareesh and Damo-
dar Mauzo, the Akademi 
president, speaking to IANS, 
vociferously expressed that 
the Akademi was on a cusp 
of revival and that it will 
not hesitate to speak for the 
fraternity.

“I must make it clear that 
the Akademi condemns all 
attacks against writers and 
I am saddened by the news 
of Mauzo and Hareesh. I 
condemn these threats in 
strongest of words. 

I wrote a letter to the 
people and sent it to my 
office yesterday,” Kambar, 
a recipient of the Jnanpith 
Award, the Sahitya Akademi 
Award and the Padma Shri 
told IANS over telephone 
from Bangalore. 

The 81-year-old said that 
he will be writing to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 

draw his attention to the 
“pressures and attacks” writ-
ers like Hareesh are facing.

“I am also trying to speak 
to the concerned minister 
(Culture Minister Mahesh 
Sharma) but he is not avail-
able. I have already written a 
letter to my secretary in Delhi 
as well and I will do every-
thing possible to protect the 
rights of writers. 

“The Akademi is meant 
to uphold free speech and I 
will not hesitate. I will talk,” 
he said. 

On being reminded that 
the same body took as many 
as 54 days to publicly con-
demn the killings of rational 
thinkers and writers M.M. 
Kalburgi, Govind Pansare 
and Narendra Dabholkar 
that had triggered massive 
protests by writers bringing 
the Akademi to a standstill 
in 2015, Kambar said that 
the past should be left be-
hind as the Akademi was on 
a cusp of revival. 

“Forget the past, we are 
doing everything in our ca-
pacity and we have taken a 
stand already, that we con-
demn these attacks against 

S. Hareesh and Damodar 
Mauzo,” he said. 

In a statement released 
Thursday afternoon, the 
Akademi said that it “con-
demns all attacks on writ-
ers, thinkers and poets, not 
only in India but all over the 
world”. 

It said that the Akademi 
received “the news of threat” 
to writers with “great pain”. 

“ S a h i t y a  A k a d e m i 
strongly condemns these 
attacks and stand behind 
the writers’ community of 
India,” read the one-para-
graph press statement from 
the Sahitya Akademi, signed 
by Kambar.

In what seems to be a 
reminder of the awardwapsi 
campaign in 2015, a col-
legium of heavyweight and 
multiple award winning 
writers such as Nayantara 
Sahgal, Keki Daruwalla, K. 
Satchidanandan, Ritu Me-
non, Jerry Pinto and, among 
several others, Meena Alex-
ander have written to the 
akademi, urging it to con-
demn such instances. 

“It is with a sense of con-
siderable anxiety and dis-

may that we who belong to 
the community of writers, 
a community which holds 
fast to democratic and secu-
lar values enshrined in our 
constitution, have noticed 
recent developments relat-
ing to writers,” said the letter 
to Akademi president under 
the banner of Indian Writers’ 
Forum. 

The writers’ forum point-
ed out that the Akademi 
failed to take a “bold, public 
stand” in 2015. 

“We hope this would not 
happen in your dispensation 
and that this big literary insti-
tution will take a brave stand 
now,” the letter read. 

Malayalam novelist S. 
Hareesh and his publisher 
DC Books have received 
numerous threats and mes-
sages of intimidation from 
some right wing outfits in 
the wake of his novel “Mee-
sha”. 

Mauzo, a Goa-based 
Konkani novelist and short 
story writer, has been pro-
vided with police security in 
the wake of threats to his life 
from the Sanathan Sanstha, a 
right-wing organisation.

“disappearance” of 11 
women from a “Sva Ad-
har Grih” (home for self 
dependent women) at 
Muzaffarpur, which was 
run by the same NGO 
that controlled the shelter 
home for girls.

He said “Sva Adhar 
Grih” was set up as part of 
a central scheme and the 
alleged disappearance of 
inmates was because of 
“ineffective laws and poor 
monitoring”.

He also welcomed the 
Supreme Court’s suo motu 
cognizance of the shelter 
home sex scandal and de-
manded the resignation 
of state minister Suresh 
Sharma, who is also the 
local MLA. 

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Sushil Kumar Modi 
criticised the bandh and 
tweeted: “the opposition 
has fallen short of issues.

Earlier, RJD leader Te-
jashwi Yadav, who is also 
the leader of the opposi-
tion in the state assembly, 
had tweeted against Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar on 
the Muzaffarpur episode.

The bandh was marked 
by clashes between pro-
testers and police in Patna 
and Muzaffarpur and dis-
ruption of movement of 
trains in West Champaran, 
Sheikhpura, Darbhanga 
and Jehanabad.

I n  M u z a f f a r p u r , 
CPI(ML) workers staged a 
protest in front of the resi-
dence of Brajesh Thakur, 
patron of the state-funded 
NGO, which was running 
the girl shelter home that 
has landed in a major con-
troversy over alleged sex-
ual assault of its inmates. 
Thakur has been arrested 
in connection with the 
scandal.

After the Left activists 
left the place, a group of 
RJD workers were seen 
moving towards Thakur’s 
r e s i d e n c e  b u t  w e r e 
stopped by police.

Opposition leaders 
have alleged that Thakur 
enjoyed patronage of the 
chief minister.

The alleged sexual ex-
ploitation of more than 
30 girls at the centre first 
came to light in an audit 
report submitted by the 
Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ence (TISS) to the state’s 
social welfare department 
in April.

An FIR was lodged 
against 11 people, includ-
ing Thakur on May 31. 

The probe has now 
been taken over by the 
CBI and the NGO running 
the shelter home has since 
been blacklisted and the 
girls have been shifted to 
other shelter homes in 
Patna and Madhubani.
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Bangladeshi students shout slogans as they block a road during a protest in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, 
Aug. 2, 2018.

Islamabad, Aug. 2 (PTI): Pakistan 
said today that no foreign leader will 
be invited to the oath taking cer-
emony of Imran Khan as the prime 
minister in-waiting wants to keep the 
event very simple and dignified.

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) emerged as the single largest 
party in the elections held on July 25. 
The 65-year-old leader is expected to 
take oath on August 11.

Foreign Office spokesman Dr 
Mohammad Faisal said a simple cer-
emony will be held at the President 
House for which no date has been 
fixed.

“No dignitary from abroad ex-
cept a few close friends of Chairman 
PTI Imran Khan would attend the 
simple and dignified oath-taking at 
Aiwan-e-Sadar (President House),” 
said Faisal.

President Mamnoon Hussain 
will administer Khan the oath of the 
office.

Khan’s party had initially planned 
to invite several foreign leaders and 
personalities, including Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. However, in an 
apparent change of heart today, Khan 
has opted against a fancy ceremony.

Faisal said that the PTI also an-
nounced that no foreign leaders 
would attend the oath-taking cer-
emony.

In a tweet, the PTI announced 

that the oath taking will be a simple 
and dignified ceremony and “it has 
been decided not to invite foreign 
dignitaries”.

Earlier, PTI leaders had said that 
the Foreign Office was consulted to 
invite foreign leaders which may in-
clude leaders from SARRC nations as 
well as from China and Turkey.

PTI spokesman Fawad Chaudhry 
said that FO was approached to seek 
advice on the issue of inviting foreign 
leaders. 

According to reports, initial 
arguments from the FO suggested 
that it believes Pakistan would 
face a bigger embarrassment if the 
Indian Prime Minister declined the 
invitation.

“There will be no show of extrava-
gance at the event,” Chaudhry said.

“A few of Imran’s friends are the 
only foreign nationals being invited 
to the event,” he said. 

On Monday, Prime Minister Modi 
telephoned Khan to congratulate 
him on his party’s victory in the 
general elections and hoped that 
“Pakistan and India will work to open 
a new chapter in bilateral ties”.

Khan thanked Modi for his wish-
es and emphasised that disputes 
should be resolved through dialogue. 

The India-Pakistan ties nose-
dived in recent years with no bilateral 
talks taking place.

Vatican City, Aug. 2 (IANS): Pope Francis 
has decided to change the Roman Catho-
lic Church’s teaching on death penalty, 
by declaring it as “inadmissible” and en-
couraging his Bishops across the world 
to push for its abolition, the Vatican said 
on Thursday.

The Catechism of the Church, which 
sums up the teachings, previously stated 
that death penalty could be used in some 
cases. But it now called the death term 
“inadmissible because it is an attack on 
the inviolability and dignity of the per-
son”, the BBC reported.

The Holy See communicated the 
Pope’s revision of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church on the death penalty to 
Bishops worldwide in an official letter.

The church previously viewed the 
death penalty, carried out by a legitimate 
authority after a fair trial, as an “appro-
priate response to the gravity of certain 
crimes and an acceptable, albeit extreme, 
means of safeguarding the common 
good”, according to the Vatican state-

ment.
“This development centres prin-

cipally on the clearer awareness of the 
Church for the respect due to every hu-
man life,” it said.

Pope Francis has previously spoken 
out against the death penalty, saying last 
year it “heavily wounds human dignity” 
and is an inhuman measure. Capital pun-
ishment was “in itself, contrary to the 
Gospel”, he had said.

But on Thursday the Pope went fur-
ther by making a formal change to the 
universal catechism.

The move puts the Pope at odds 
with US President Donald Trump, who 
in March advocated the death penalty 
for drug dealers. Trump had also called 
for terrorists and “perverts” to be put to 
death. 

According to Amnesty International, 
1,032 people were executed in 23 coun-
tries in 2016. Four countries account for 
87 per cent of global executions: Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Pakistan.

Dhaka, Aug. 2 (PTI/AFP): Bangladesh shut 
down high schools across the country today 
as tens of thousands of students protested 
for a fifth straight day after two teenagers 
were killed by a speeding bus.

Bangladesh’s transport sector is widely 
seen as corrupt, unregulated, and danger-
ous, and as news of the teenagers’ deaths 
spread rapidly on social media, they be-
came a catalyst for a massive outpouring 
of anger.

Authorities have pleaded with students 
to call off the protests that have near-para-
lysed Dhaka and spread beyond the capital, 
with vehicles vandalised and clashes with 
police in some parts.

The demonstrators, mostly students in 
their mid-teens, chanted “we want justice” 
on Thursday as they defied pouring rain to 
march in Dhaka for another day, bringing 
traffic to a standstill.

The education ministry shut down high 
schools Thursday in an effort to quell un-
rest, promising students their demands for 

reforms to road safety would be considered.
But anger has not subdued since a bus 

racing for passengers killed a boy and a girl 
on the roadside on Sunday, igniting the 
protests.

Protesters are blaming the government 
for failing to enforce traffic laws, and an 
insensitive comment by Shajahan Khan, a 
government minister with ties to powerful 
transport unions, triggered fresh outrage.

Khan questioned why there was such an 
uproar over the two Dhaka children but no 
reaction when 33 people were killed in an 
Indian bus crash the day before.

There have been widespread social 
media demands for his resignation even 
though the minister later apologised.

Authorities say more than 300 vehicles 
have been vandalised since the protests 
started.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan 
yesterday promised that the government 
would launch a public transport safety cam-
paign and urged the protesters to go home.

Lahore, Aug. 2 (PTI): A senior govern-
ment officer has become approver 
against former chief minister Shah-
baz Sharif, the younger brother of 
jailed former Pakistan prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif, in a multi-billion cor-
ruption case.

Shahbaz, 66, who was the chief 
minister of Punjab province from 
June 2013 to June 2018, was elected as 
PML-N president in March after elder 
Sharif was disqualified as the party 
president following a Supreme Court 
verdict in the Elections Act 2017 case.

Pakistan’s top anti-graft body, 
National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB), is investigating Shahbaz in 
three multi-billion corruption scams 
Punjab Saaf Pani Company, Punjab 
Power Development Company and 
Ashiana Housing Society.

The NAB has also summoned 
Shahbaz on August 20 in the three 
scams directing him to bring a rel-
evant record to present before a com-
bined investigation team of bureau.

Today, former chief executive 
officer (CEO) of Punjab Saaf Pani 

Company Waseem Ajmal turned ap-
prover against the alleged corruption 
of Shahbaz.

“In the NAB’s custody Waseem 
Ajmal disclosed that Shahbaz had 
pressured him to award contracts to 
his (Shahbaz) favourite firm in viola-
tion of rules. Ajmal said most of the 
board of directors also opposed it but 
we had to follow Shahbaz’s direction,” 
a NAB official told PTI today. 

The official said Ajmal, who is in 
NAB’s custody, has agreed to become 
approver against Shahbaz and is 
ready to testify in the court. 

The Saaf Pani Company scam is 
worth over Rs 4 billion. 

Prime minister in-waiting Imran 
Khan has already declared that he 
would not let Shahbaz go off the hook 
in the alleged corruption of billions 
of rupees in different development 
projects in Punjab province. 

Nawaz Sharif and his daughter 
Maryam Nawaz are facing a 10 and 
7 year imprisonment respectively at 
Adiala Jail Rawalpindi in Avenfield 
corruption case.

Washington, Aug. 2 (IANS): A 
Roman Catholic diocese of the 
US state of Pennsylvaniaunveiled 
a list of 71 clergy members and 
seminarians, some of them de-
ceased, “accused” of sexual abuse 
of minors since 1940.

The list was posted on Wednes-
day on the Harrisburg diocese’s 
website. It includes 37 priests, 
three deacons and six seminarians 
of that diocese, as well as nine cler-
ics from other Catholic districts 
and 16 members of “religious 
communities”, reports Efe news.

The list features cases linked 
to allegations of indecent and in-
appropriate behaviour, including 
kissing, child pornography and 
“inappropriate communications” 
with minors, among others.

The diocese of Harrisburg cov-
ers most of central Pennsylvania.

None of the men on the list 
are currently teaching or in the 
ministry.

Harrisburg Bishop Ronald 
W. Gainer said in a letter that the 
church was releasing a list of all 

allegations made against clergy 
members from the diocese since 
1940 that had not been proven 
false. He also said that the diocese 
had wanted to make the list public 
in 2016, but the Pennsylvania At-
torney General’s Office had asked 
them not to do so, so as not to 
disrupt its own grand jury investi-
gation of abuses by Pennsylvania 
Catholic clergy.

Gainer said that abuses by 
clergy members constitute a “dark 
(and) ... very sad chapter”, and 
apologised in the name of the dio-
cese, also noting that clergy mem-
bers are doing good work for many 
“in a very tough environment” 
and adding that Catholic Charities 
spent $8.4 million on programs to 
help those in need in 2017.

On June 27, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court ordered the re-
lease of a report by a grand jury re-
garding alleged abuse by clergy in 
six of the state’s Catholic dioceses, 
including Harrisburg, and it is 
expected that it will be published 
this month. 

Riverside (US), Aug. 2 (PTI/
AP): Immigrants sued the 
US government over condi-
tions at a federal prison in 
California used to house 
detainees since the Trump 
administration stepped up 
arrests on the US-Mexico 
border. 

The lawsuit filed in 
federal court in Riverside 
alleges that harsh prison 
conditions at a medium-se-
curity facility in Victorville, 
California, are too restrictive 
for detainees awaiting their 
immigration court hearings, 
many who are seeking asy-
lum. It also alleges they’ve 
been deprived of religious 
rights by being denied ac-
cess to a Bible and use of a 
Sikh turban.

“As a result of the un-
constitutional treatment of 
these civil detainees, many 
have expressed a desire to 
be returned, immediately, 
to their countries of ori-
gin -foregoing their claims 
for immigration relief alto-
gether - because they would 
rather face the dangers back 
home than be imprisoned 
in these abysmal condi-
tions,” according to the law-
suit, which alleges inade-
quate medical care and food 
and seeks to have detainees 
removed from the prison.

Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement declined 
to comment on pending 

litigation. The agency says 
about 700 detainees are cur-
rently at the facility.

Immigration authori-
ties began sending detain-
ees to prisons in Oregon, 
Washington and elsewhere 
in June to deal with over-
crowding at immigration 
facilities. The Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons set aside 
up to 1,600 beds to house 
immigration detainees as 
the Trump administration 
sought to stem illegal border 
crossing and take a stricter 
approach to asylum cases.

Since then, immigrant 
advocates have filed a sepa-
rate lawsuit to gain access 
to detainees held in Victor-
ville, who they said were 
deprived access to lawyers 
and phone calls and placed 
on lockdown for days at a 
time.

In yesterday’s lawsuit, 
plaintiffs said the prison 
didn’t issue detainees a 
change of clothing for the 
first two to three weeks. 
They only have a few hours 
of outdoor exercise time 
each week and no educa-
tional or other program-
ming, the suit said. 

In Oregon, similar litiga-
tion has been filed over con-
ditions at a federal prison in 
rural Sheridan. Lawyers for 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union are involved in both 
cases. 

Islamabad, Aug. 2 (IANS): The 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MQM-P) has decided 
to join Imran Khan’s Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to form the 
federal government, the media 
reported.

MQM-P convener Khalid 
Maqbool Siddiqui confirmed the 
news on a Geo TV programme on 
Wednesday. “Yes, we have agreed 
to cooperate with them (the PTI) 
for the formation of (a coalition) 
government at the Centre,” he 
said.

On Thursday, the PTI also 
sought the support of Balochistan 
National Party-Mengal (BNP-M). 

MQM-P’s Siddiqui added that 
after a series of past experiences, 
the party does not want to side 
with the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP). “The PPP does not need 
anyone in Sindh. The MQM-P will 
sit alongside the PTI on govern-
ment benches.” 

“We have decided to sit on 
treasury benches instead of the 
opposition. Sitting with the oppo-
sition would have created doubts 
about our stance and because of 
this, the MQM-P has arrived at a 
consensus on this move.”

“We respect everyone’s man-
date and want everyone to respect 
ours,” said the MQM-P convener.

He also said that the MQM-P 
will not be attending the All Par-
ties’ Conference on Thursday. It 
will be a meeting of opposition 
parties led by the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) to hold 

talks on alleged rigging in the July 
25 general election.

MQM-P MNA and coordina-
tion committee member Aminul 
Haq said though MQM decided to 
support Khan for the Prime Min-
ister slot, they were yet to decide if 
they will take any ministries. The 
final decision in this regard will be 
taken in a few days, he added.

Meanwhile, a PTI delegation 
led by leaders Naeemul Haque 
and Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind 
met BNP-M chief Sardar Akhtar 
Jan Mengal in Islamabad to seek 
their backing.

After the meeting, Mengal 
said: “I am thankful to the PTI 
leadership for extending us an 
invite to be part of the federal 
government.” Talking about the 
demands he put forth, the leader 
said that “we want missing per-
sons to be recovered as well as im-
plementation of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor”.

“If we are given a satisfactory 
response to our demands then we 
are ready to support the party,” 
he said.

Geo News quoted sources as 
saying that the PTI also invited 
Mengal for a one-on-one meeting 
with Khan. 

The BNP-M secured three 
seats in the National Assembly 
during the polls while the MQM-P 
won six seats -- four in Karachi and 
two in Hyderabad. The PTI needs 
support of smaller parties as it is 
short of numbers to form its gov-
ernment independently.

Honolulu, Aug. 2 (PTI/AP): The 
US military is beginning the 
painstaking process of analysing 
remains from the Korean War 
now that they are back on Ameri-
can soil after having been handed 
over by North Korea last week.

Vice President Mike Pence 
and the top commander of US 
forces in Asia, Adm. Phil David-
son, received the remains con-
tained in 55 caskets during an 
emotional and solemn ceremony 
Wednesday after the caskets ar-
rived by military cargo jets from 
South Korea.

“They were husbands and 
fathers, brothers and neighbors 

long gone, but never lost to the 
memory of their loved ones,” 
Pence said during the ceremony 
at a military base in Hawaii.

The homecoming comes 65 
years after an armistice ended the 
conflict and after President Don-
ald Trump received a commit-
ment from North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, at their June sum-
mit in Singapore, for their return.

Trump, in a tweet last night, 
thanked Kim “for keeping your 
word & starting the process of 
sending home the remains of our 
great and beloved missing fallen! 
I am not at all surprised that you 
took this kind action.” 

Each container was covered 
in an American flag and carried 
off the aircraft by one Marine, 
one sailor, one soldier and one 
airman. 

The troops carefully set each 
box on risers inside a hangar as 
Pence stood watching with his 
hand over his heart. Davidson sa-
luted. Some of the invited guests 
wiped tears from their eyes dur-
ing the procession.

The homecoming comes 65 
years after an armistice ended the 
conflict and weeks after President 
Donald Trump received a com-
mitment from North Korean lead-
er Kim Jong Un for their return.

The Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency will take the 
remains to a lab on the base 
where forensic anthropologists 
will study bones and teeth to 
identify their race, gender and 
age. Scientists will extract DNA 
and compare it to DNA samples 
collected from families of troops 
still missing from the war.

The agency usually also re-
lies on any items that may have 
been found with remains like 
uniforms, dog tags and wed-
ding rings to identify remains. 
But North Korea only provided 
one dog tag with the 55 boxes it 
handed over last week.

It could take months or years 
to determine their identities.

“Some have called the Korean 
War the ‘forgotten war.’ But today, 
we prove these heroes were never 
forgotten,” Pence said. “Today, 
our boys are coming home.” The 
U.S. military believes the bones 
are those of U.S. servicemen 
and potentially servicemen from 
other United Nations member 
countries who fought alongside 
the U.S. on behalf of South Korea 
during the war.

Australia, Belgium, France 
and the Philippines have yet to 
recover some of their war dead 
from North Korea.

“Whosoever emerges from 
these aircraft today begins a new 
season of hope for the families of 
our missing fallen,” Pence said. 
“Hope that those who are lost 
will yet be found. Hope that after 
so many years of questions, they 
will have closure.” There are 7,699 
U.S. service members listed as 
unaccounted for from the 1950-
53 Korean War, of which about 
5,300 are believed to have died on 
North Korean soil. 

The remainder are those who 
died in South Korea but have not 
been recovered; those who died 
in air crashes at sea or on ships 
at sea, as well as a number who 
are believed to have been taken 
to China.

During his summit with 
Trump, Kim also agreed to “work 
toward complete denucleariza-
tion of the Korean Peninsula” in 
return for Trump’s promise of 
security guarantees. Trump later 
suspended annual military drills 
with South Korea which North 
Korea had long called an invasion 
rehearsal.

But Trump now faces criti-
cism at home and elsewhere that 
North Korea hasn’t taken any se-
rious steps toward disarmament 
and may be trying to buy time to 
weaken international sanctions 
against it.

North Korea halted nuclear 
and missile tests, shut down its 
nuclear testing site and began 
dismantling facilities at its rocket 
launch site. But many experts say 
those are neither irrevocable nor 
serious steps that could show the 
country is sincere about denu-
clearization. 

North Korea may want to 
use the remains’ return to keep 
diplomacy with the United States 
alive and win a reciprocal U.S. 
concession. Experts say the North 
likely wants a declaration of the 
end of the Korean War as part of 
U.S. security assurances. 

An armistice that ended the 
Korean War has yet to be replaced 
with a peace treaty, leaving the 
peninsula in a technical state of 
war. North Korea has steadfastly 
argued its nuclear weapons are 
meant to neutralize alleged U.S. 
plans to attack it. (AP) PMS
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AP/PTI

Vice President Mike Pence, left, Commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command Adm. Phil Davidson, center, and Rear Adm. Jon Kreitz, 
deputy director of the POW/MIA Accounting Agency, attend at a ceremony marking the arrival of the remains believed to be 
of American service members who fell in the Korean War at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018. 
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Singer-actress Demi Lovato, who allegedly nearly died following a drug overdose last week, is doing 
a lot better now and is expected to be released from the hospital this week. Sources told tmz.com 
that Lovato has stabilised from her overdose and her team is making plans to send her to a reha-
bilitation centre.  The decision is ultimately the singer’s, and it is said that the people closest to her, 
along with some of the people who work for her, are going to draw a line in the sand -- either go 
to a facility for help or lose their number. One key person who works for Lovato told tmz.com they 
will quit if she doesn’t check herself in.  The source said: “She could die if she doesn’t, and that’s 
not going to be on my watch that we did nothing.” According to sources, she fell off the wagon 
months ago and refused help, so everyone around her is nervous. They believe, however, that the 
overdose and the subsequent complications in the hospital have sufficiently scared her that she’ll 
go to a live-in facility for extended treatment. (IANS)

5.20 pm: Mission Impossible Fall Out (Eng) 2D

10 am, 3 pm: Mulk (Hindi) 

12.30, 8 pm: Fanne Khan (Hindi)
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Charlie Sheen ‘blacklisted’ 
in Hollywood

A
ctor Charlie 
Sheen has filed 
paperwork 
to reduce the 
child support 

he has to pay his former 
wives Denise Richards 
and Brooke Mueller, say-
ing that he can no longer 
afford it as he has been 
blacklisted in Hollywood.

The actor claims he 
is nowhere near Hol-
lywood’s A-list anymore 
following his very public 
bust-up with Chuck Lorre, 
the creator of his hit TV 
show “Two and a Half 
Men”, and his big AIDS 
diagnosis revealation, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

He says he has been 
“blacklisted” and few 
people want to work with 
him these days.

“I have been unable 
to find steady work, and 
have been blacklisted 
from many aspects of the 
entertainment industry,” 
he wrote in his bid to 

modify his support pay-
ments. According to the 
documents, obtained by a 
publication The Blast, he 
currently pays Richards 
$20,000 per month to 
cover the expenses of their 
daughters Sam and Lola, 
and Mueller $55,000 per 
month for their twin sons 
Bob and Max.

Sheen was married 
to Richards from 2002 
to 2006 and he divorced 
realtor and reality TV 
star Mueller in May, 2011 
following three years 
of marriage. Both splits 
were acrimonious. In the 
paperwork, Sheen claims 
he is in a “dire finan-
cial crisis”, and says his 
fortune has substantially 
dwindled in recent years.

He also states he owes 
millions to lawyers and 
the tax man, as well as 
bank mortgage payments.

A hearing has been 
scheduled for next month.

IANS

Demi Lovato may be released from hospital soon

Yanger Imchen 
is a self-taught Christian 
artist who has been in 
the local music scene for 
more than a decade. It 
was only recently though 
that he released a debut 
single “Fly,” officially an-
nouncing himself in the 
state’s musical hubris. 

Imchen found a love 
and passion for music 
when he committed his 
life to the Lord. The artist 
channels his love for 
God through music.

In today’s 
Rhythm of Love 
the Christian 
artist takes us 
through his 
musical journey as 
he clears people’s 
misconception that 
Christian artist do 
music for “fame 
and mon-
ey”. 

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell 
us about the moment when 

you decided that worship was 
something that you wanted to do 

in your life?
YANGER IMCHEN: There 
is no specific moment I 

remember, but when 
I first gave my life to 
Jesus Christ, the first 

thing I asked God was 
“I want to become a 

worship leader”. After just a 
few months I was given opportu-
nity to lead worship in my local 
church. Then as I continued to 
do, I realised that this was where I 

was called to for. So I decided to be 
here.

EASTERN MIRROR: What life skills 
have you learnt from being part of a 
worship team?

YANGER IMCHEN: Being in a wor-
ship team has changed my life com-
pletely. First of all, I learned to keep 

God above everything else, I 
learned self-control, how to 

communicate with peo-
ple, how to honor people 
around me, and so on. It 
has changed the course of 
my life.

EASTERN MIRROR: Is the 
music you make primarily 

Gospel or do you do other genres 
as well?

YANGER IMCHEN: I choose 
to stick with gospel songs and 

music. There are hardly even any 
other songs in my playlist other than 

Gospel music. I want to write more songs 
on the love of Jesus Christ and what He 
has done for us. Some may not agree 
with me but I follow this, “why seek God 
and listen to gospel songs only when we 
go through hard times and difficulties, 
but sing and listen to worldly songs when 
everything is fine?” If Jesus has done so 
much for me, let me also do whatever I 
can with the talents and gifting I have, 
when I am alive.

EASTERN MIRROR: You have been do-
ing music for more than a decade. What 
took you long to officially come into the 
music scene with your debut single? 
Talk us through your debut single ‘Fly’.

YANGER IMCHEN: (Laughs) It’s a 
long story. I’ve been into Worship leading 
with my ministry and church for so long 
in different revivals, camping’s, crusades, 
conferences and seminars and I always 
longed to make my own music and vid-
eos but never had confidence in myself. 
It is through the encouragement of my 
friends and my dear ones that even this 
idea came up and into reality. I thank all 
my mentors and friends. And now I am 
more confident to do more.

This song “FLY” has come up with 
the revelation during my personal wor-
ship time, on how Jesus saved and gave 
me freedom. When I was lost and in a 
hopeless situation, He saved me and 
set me free from all my darkness, bond-
ages, spiritual blindness, and through 
His grace placed me upon His righteous 
throne with Him. So When Jesus has 
done so much for me, how can I stay 
silent? His goodness and His saving grace 
should be heard by all. Thus this song 
came up.

Eastern Mirror: How is the song writ-
ing process works for you? And who are 
your influences?

YANGER IMCHEN: Honestly I’ve 
never been to any Music institute for 
learning music nor song writing sessions. 
All the songs I wrote so far came out dur-
ing my personal worship time and while 
leading worship on the stage. I thank 
God for the Holy Spirit. 

As for musical influences, Tali Angh 
is someone I look up to when it comes 
to the music scene in Nagaland. So pure 
and so committed with his calling as a 
Christian music artiste.

EASTERN MIRROR: What do you think 
is the biggest misconception people 
have about gospel artists?

YANGER IMCHEN: That we do this 
for fame and money.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are some of 
the challenges that you face from other 
settings as a music artist who works 
with churches as well?

YANGER IMCHEN: Managing per-
sonal time with family and loved ones as 
I travel most of the time.  

Eastern Mirror: What’s coming up for 
you? What are you working on now 
and where do you feel your music is 
headed?

YANGER IMCHEN: Our ministry 
(Sinai Ministry) is working on a Wor-
ship album, which will be coming out 
very soon. This album will have original 
songs from team members Tali Angh 
and Imtirenla Sayer, besides mine, too. I 
pray that people will love our music and 
songs and exalt the name of Jesus.
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London, Aug. 2 (IANS): Scientists 
have identified a group of exo-
planets -- located outside our solar 
system -- where the same chemical 
conditions that may have led to life 
on Earth exist.

The chances for life to develop 
on the surface of a rocky planet like 
Earth are connected to the type 
and strength of light given off by 
its host star.

The study, published in the 
journal Science Advances, pro-
poses that stars which give off suf-
ficient ultraviolet (UV) light could 
begin life on their orbiting planets 
in the same way it likely developed 
on Earth. 

On Earth, the UV light powers 
a series of chemical reactions that 
produce the building blocks of life.

In the newly identified range 
of planets, the UV light from their 
host star is sufficient to allow the 
chemical reactions to take place, 
and that also lie within the habit-
able range where liquid water can 
exist on the planet’s surface, the 
researchers said.

“This work allows us to narrow 
down the best places to search for 
life,” said lead author Paul Rimmer, 
postdoctoral researcher at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. 

“It brings us just a little bit 
closer to addressing the question 

of whether we are alone in the uni-
verse,” he added.

The team performed a series of 
laboratory experiments to measure 
how quickly the building blocks of 
life can be formed from hydrogen 
cyanide and hydrogen sulphite 
ions in water when exposed to UV 
light.  While the experiment under 
the lights resulted in the neces-
sary building blocks, the same 
experiment in the dark resulted in 
an inert compound which could 
not be used to form the building 
blocks of life. 

The researchers then com-
pared the light chemistry to the 
dark chemistry against the UV light 

of different stars. 
They found that stars around 

the same temperature as our sun 
emitted enough light for the build-
ing blocks of life to have formed on 
the surfaces of their planets. 

Cool stars, on the other hand, 
do not produce enough light for 
these building blocks to be formed, 
except if they have frequent power-
ful solar flares to jolt the chemistry 
forward step by step. 

Planets that both receive 
enough light to activate the chem-
istry and could have liquid water 
on their surfaces reside in what the 
researchers have called the abio-
genesis zone.

New Delhi, Aug. 1 (IANS): In re-
sponse to reports that Google is 
developing a search engine that 
complies with strict Chinese cen-
sorship rules, a China-based re-
searcher at the 
Am-

nesty 
International on Wednesday 
said that such measures would 
amount to an attack on freedom 
of information and Internet.

Google is planning to launch 
a censored version of its search 
engine in China that will blacklist 
websites and search terms about 

human rights, democracy, reli-
gion, and peaceful protest, The 
Intercept reported.

“It will be a dark day for In-
ternet freedom if Google has 
acquiesced to China’s extreme 
censorship rules to gain market 
access,” said Patrick Poon, Chi-
nese Researcher at the Amnesty 
International.

“It 

is impos-
sible to see how 
such a move is com-
patible with Google’s 
‘Do the right thing’ motto, and 
we are calling on the company to 
change course,” Poon added.

The report also said that the 

project has been underway since 
last year, and accelerated follow-
ing a December 2017 meeting 
between Google’s CEO Sundar 
Pichai and a top Chinese govern-
ment official.

“For the world’s biggest search 
engine to adopt such 
e x t r e m e  m e a s u r e s 
would be a gross attack 

on freedom of 
information 
and Inter-
net freedom. 
In putting 
profits be-
fore human 

rights, Google 
would be setting a chilling prec-
edent and handing the Chinese 

government a victory,” Poon said.
Google’s search service cannot 

currently be accessed by most In-
ternet users in China because it is 
blocked by the country’s so-called 
Great Firewall.

New Delhi, August  2 (India Science Wire):In a 
promising development in the area of targeted treat-
ment of cancer, a team of researchers at the Indian 
Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), 
Bhopal, have developed a new method to synthesize 
antibody-drug conjugates (ADC) using the chemical 
route. 

Antibody-drug conjugatescombine drugswith 
antibodies that specifically target tumour mark-
ers in cancer cells.When administered to patients, 
antibodiesin a conjugate tracktumour markersand 
attach themselves to the surface of cancer cells. The 
antibody-market reaction triggers a signal in tumour 
cells which absorbs antibodies together with the 
drug. 

However, the difficulty is that several amino 
acid residues in antibodies like lysine, tyrosine, 
tryptophan, cysteine, and histidinecompete dur-
ing installation of drugs. Amino acid residues also 
have multiple copies, each having different level of 
reactivitymaking it difficult to identify the right one.  

The researchers at IISERhave now demonstrated 
that it was possible to synthesize an effective con-
jugate with lysine without much of a problem. The 
process makes use of 4-acetylbenzaldehyde, an 
electron-rich aromatic aldehyde and triethylphos-
phite, which is an organo-phosphorous compound 
used as a reagent.

“We had earlier demonstrated that it was pos-
sible to differentiate various copies of lysine for level 
of reactivity and to selectively pick up the desired 
one, but we still could not develop a conjugate as 

we had used a metal-complex. Now the reaction is 
metal-free. A sequential formation of C-N bond and 
a C-P bond results in the labeling of lysine which 
is followed by installation of the drug,” explained 
Dr.Vishal Rai,leader of the team, while speaking to 
India Science Wire.

The team has developed conjugate of breast can-
cer drug, Trastuzumab, and anti-cancer drug Doxo-
rubicin and tested its anti-proliferative effect on a 
HER2 over-expressing cancer cell line. After two days 
of treatment, the conjugate showed significant inhi-
bition of SKBR3 breast cancer cell proliferation. For 
evaluating selectivity of the conjugate, the research-
ers compared its anti-proliferative effect against a 
direct dose of Doxorubicin for effect on SKBR3 breast 
cancer cells and on the non-pathogenic HER2 nega-
tive MDA-MB-231 cells.

“The anti-proliferative activity towards breast 
cancer cells holds promise for further pre-clinical 
evaluation,” commented Dr. S. Chandrasekaran from 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, who wasnot 
associated with this study.  Dr.T. Govindaraju from 
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre forAdvanced Scientific 
Research, Bangalore, said,“specific advantage of this 
bio-conjugation technique is that it is metal-free.”

The technology is being transferred for com-
mercial use through the IISER Bhopal based startup, 
Plabeltech. The research team included M.Chilamari, 
NeetuKalra, and Sanjeev Shukla besides Dr. Vishal 
Rai.The results of the study, funded by the Science 
and Engineering Research Board (SERB), have been 
published in journal Chemical Communications.

New York, Aug. 2 (IANS): US scientists 
have developed a novel soft, flexible 
and customisable sampling device 
that can help in the collection of dif-
ferent types of organisms from the sea 
without harming them.

The “soft gripper” device that has 
two to five “fingers” made of poly-
urethane and other squishy materials 
that open and close via a low-pressure 
hydraulic pump system that uses sea-
water to drive their movement.

Studying the underwater ma-
rine organisms required specialised 
equipment mounted on a remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV), as any other 
type of equipment could crack under 
pressure.

“Many of the animals we encoun-
ter in the deep-sea are new species 
and these soft robots allow us to 
delicately interact and study a more 
diverse suite of fauna,” said David 
Gruber, Professor at the City Univer-
sity of New York.  The grippers were 
attached to a wooden ball that was 
held and manipulated using ROV’s, 
hard claw-like tools, controlled by a 
human operator on the ship to which 
the ROV was tethered.

In the study, published in the jour-
nal PLOS ONE, the team put the latest 
version of their soft grippers to the 
test on a voyage aboard R/V Falkor in 
the remote Phoenix Islands Protected 
Area in the South Pacific.

The soft grippers were able to 
collect sea slugs, corals, sponges, and 
other marine life much more effec-
tively and with less damage than tra-
ditional underwater sampling tools. 

Based on input from the ROV op-
erators, the team 3D-printed “finger-
nail” extensions that could be added 
to the gripper’s fingers to help them 
get underneath samples that were 
sitting on hard surfaces. 

A flexible mesh was also added 
to each finger to help keep samples 
contained within the fingers’ grip. 

Another, two-fingered version of 
the grippers was also created based 
on ROV pilots’ familiarity with con-
trolling existing two-fingered grasp-
ers, and their request that the two fin-
gers be able to hold samples with both 
a “pinch” grasp (for small objects) and 
a “power” grasp (for large objects).

Washington, Aug. 2 (IANS): NASA’s 
Parker Solar Probe, which is human-
ity’s first mission to the Sun, has 
cleared the final procedures ahead of 
its launch on August 11.

“NASA’s Parker Solar Probe has 
cleared the final procedures in the 
clean room before its move to the 
launch pad, where it will be integrated 
onto its launch vehicle, a United 
Launch Alliance Delta IV Heavy,” the 
space agency said in a statement. 

The mission termed as historic 
“will revolutionize our understanding 
of the Sun, where changing conditions 
can propagate out into the solar sys-
tem, affecting Earth and other worlds”, 
it added. 

The Parker Solar Probe will travel 
through the Sun’s atmosphere, closer 
to the surface than any spacecraft be-
fore it, facing brutal heat and radiation 
conditions and ultimately providing 
humanity with the closest-ever obser-
vations of a star.

In addition to using the largest op-
erational launch vehicle, the Delta IV 
Heavy, the Parker Solar Probe will use 
a third stage rocket to gain the speed 
needed to reach the Sun, which takes 
55 times more energy than reaching 
Mars. 

The spacecraft will travel directly 
into the Sun’s atmosphere, about 4 

million miles from its surface and 
more than seven times closer than 
any spacecraft has come before, due 
to its innovative Thermal Protection 
System. 

The mission will perform the clos-
est-ever observations of a star when it 
travels through the Sun’s outer atmos-
phere, called the corona. 

The mission will rely 
on measurements 
and imaging to 
revolutionize 
our under-
standing 
o f  t h e 
corona 
a n d 
h o w 
proc-
esses 
there 
ulti-

mately 
a f f e c t 
near-Earth 
space, NASA 
said.

Washington, Aug. 1 (IANS): Engineers 
have now assembled the first major 
piece of core stage hardware for NASA’s 

Space Launch System (SLS) rock-
et which is designed to 

herald a new era 
of exploration 

beyond 

low-Earth orbit, launching crew and 
cargo on deep space exploration mis-
sions to the Moon, Mars and beyond.

It now is ready to be joined with 
other hardware for Exploration 

Mission-1, the first integrated 
flight of SLS and the Orion space-

craft, NASA said in a statement on 
Wednesday. 

The 212-foot-tall core stage, re-
ferred to as the “backbone” of the 
rocket by NASA, will contain the SLS 
rocket’s four RS-25 rocket engines, 
propellant tanks, flight computers and 
much more. 

Though the smallest part of the 
core stage, the forward skirt will serve 
two critical roles. It will connect the up-
per part of the rocket to the core stage 
and house many of the flight comput-
ers, or avionics.

“Completion of the core stage 
forward skirt is a major step in NASA’s 
progress to the launch pad,” said De-
borah Bagdigian, lead manager for the 
forward skirt at the agency’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

“We’re putting into practice the 

steps and processes needed to assem-
ble the largest rocket stage ever built. 
With the forward skirt, we are improv-
ing and refining how we’ll conduct 
final assembly of the rest of the rocket,” 
Bagdigian said.

As part of forward skirt testing, the 
flight computers came to life for the 
first time as NASA engineers tested 
critical avionic systems that will con-
trol the rocket’s flight.

Located throughout the core stage, 
the avionics are the rocket’s “brains,” 
controlling navigation and communi-
cation during launch and flight. 

It is critical that each of the avion-
ics units is installed correctly, work as 
expected and communicate with each 
other and other components, includ-
ing the Orion spacecraft and ground 
support systems.

“It was amazing to see the comput-
ers come to life for the first time,” said 
Lisa Espy, lead test engineer for SLS 
core stage avionics. 

“These are the computers that will 
control the rocket as it soars off the 
pad for Exploration Mission-1,” Espy 
added.

San Francisco, Aug. 1 (IANS): Goog-
le is rolling out a new feature to 
enable users to connect music 
streaming service Spotify to the 
Google Clock app and wake up to 
their favourite playlists and songs.

“This works for both free 
and premium Spotify users. You 
can browse recently played mu-
sic, choose from Spotify’s curated 
morning playlists or search for a 
specific soundtrack,” Rui Song, 
Product Manager, Pixel Essential 
Apps, Google, wrote in a blog post 
late on Tuesday. 

To avail this feature, the latest 
versions of Spotify and Clock apps 
should be installed on user’s devices.

“This feature will be rolling out 
globally this week on the Play Store 
and will be available on all devices 
running Android 5.0 Lollipop and 
above,” Song added.

Additionally, according to a re-
port in 9to5Google, a spokesperson 
of the search giant said that YouTube 
Music would add similar Google 
Clock integration in the future.

New York, Aug. 2 (IANS): Researchers 
have found that computer simulations 
can accurately predict the transmission 
of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
across populations, aiding in preventing 
the disease.

The study, published in the journal 
Nature Microbiology, found that the 
simulations were consistent with actual 
DNA data obtained from a global public 
HIV database.

“We looked for special genetic pat-
terns that we had seen in the simulations, 
and we can confirm that these patterns 
also hold for real data covering the entire 
epidemic,” said lead author Thomas 
Leitner from the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in the US.

HIV is particularly interesting to study 
in this manner as the virus mutates rap-
idly and constantly within each infected 
individual, the researcher said.

The changing “genetic signatures” of 
its code provide a path that can be fol-
lowed in determining the origin and time 

frame of an infection, the study found.
The rapid mutational capability of 

the virus is useful for the epidemiological 
sleuthing, but is also one of the features 
that makes it so difficult to tackle with a 
vaccine.

For the study, the researchers used 
phylogenetic methods, examining evolu-
tionary relationships in the virus’s genetic 
code to evaluate how HIV is transmitted. 

The research team found that certain 
phylogenetic “family tree” patterns cor-
related to the DNA data from 955 pairs 
of people, in which the transmitter and 
recipient of the virus were known.

“These HIV transmissions had known 
linkage based on epidemiological infor-
mation such as partner studies, mother-
to-child transmission, pairs identified by 
contact tracing, and criminal cases,” the 
researchers said.  The researchers also 
plan to develop public health computa-
tional tools to help the agencies track the 
disease and allocate resources for targeted 
prevention campaigns.

Sydney, Aug. 2 (IANS): Platelets -- found 
in the blood -- are the first line of defence 
in patients with malaria, killing up to 60 
per cent of the malaria parasites circulat-
ing in the bloodstream, finds a study.

The study found that platelets bind 
to and kill parasites in patients infected 
with each of the major malaria parasite 
species which infect and kill humans 
-- Plasmodium falciparum, P. vivax, P. 
malariae and P. knowlesi. 

“These are important findings and 
are the first direct evidence of protection 
by platelets in any human infectious 
disease,” said the lead author, doctoral 
student Steven Kho from the Menzies 
School of Health Research, an Australia-
based non-profit organisation.

“We found that platelets may kill 
around 20 per cent of circulating Plasmo-
dium parasites in clinical malaria, and 
in P. vivax this may be as high as 60 per 
cent,” Kho added.

The study, published in the journal 
Blood, involved 376 people, with and 
without malaria, from Papua, Indonesia 
and Sabah, Malaysia.

The process of killing the parasites 
is triggered by a toxic platelet peptide 
called PF4.

The platelets bind to the human red 
cells, containing the malaria parasites, 
and kill the parasites by releasing into the 
red cell PF4. 

The findings suggest PF4-based 
peptides could be potential candidates 
for malaria treatment in the future, the 
researchers said.

“Given platelets show activity in the 
test-tube in killing many other microbes 
that infect humans, and low platelets 
are a risk for infection in other human 
diseases, we should consider platelets 
to be an important first-line defence in 
how humans protect themselves from 
microbes,” said Brendan McMorran, 
Associate Professor at The Australian 
National University. 

“Previous studies in laboratory mice 
infected with malaria parasites have 
shown conflicting results, but the find-
ings in human malaria are now clear 
- platelets kill parasites,” the researchers 
noted.

Toronto, Aug. 2 (IANS): Women, please 
take note. New mothers exposed to 
cigarette smoke in their homes may stop 
breastfeeding sooner as compared to 
those who are not exposed to second-
hand smoke, a new study suggests.

The study, published in the journal 
Breastfeeding Medicine, found that 
exposure to household smokers had a 
substantial negative effect on breastfeed-
ing practices.

“Our study showed that just being in 
a smoking household -- whether it was 
the husband, mother or member of the 
extended family -- reduced the time that 
a child was breast fed,” said lead author 
Marie Tarrant, professor at the University 
of British Columbia’s Okanagan Campus 
in Canada.

“In fact, the more smokers there were 
in the home, the shorter the breastfeeding 
duration,” Tarrant added.

For the study, the research team in-
volved more than 1,200 women from four 
large hospitals in Hong Kong.

The researchers found that more than 
one-third of participants had partners or 
other household members who smoked. 

And fathers who smoked were significant-
ly less likely to prefer breastfeeding when 
compared with non-smoking partners.

“Our study did show that smoking 
partners may affect the mother’s decision 
to stop breastfeeding and that paternal 
and household smoking exposure is 
strongly associated with a shorter breast-
feeding duration,” Tarrant said.

According to the researchers, nico-
tine is transmitted in the breastmilk to 
the child and it may reduce the overall 
quantity of the breastmilk. There is also 
the concern regarding the environmental 
exposure of second-hand smoke on the 
child

“We know the effects of environmen-
tal tobacco smoke on young babies is very 
detrimental as babies who are around 
smoking are more like to get respiratory 
infections and other experience other res-
piratory problems,” Tarrant said. 

“However, if a mother is breastfeeding, 
the benefits of her doing that still out-
weigh the negative effects of the smoking 
as long as she maintains good smoking 
hygiene and doesn’t expose the baby to 
tobacco smoke.”

Exoplanets where life could 
develop as it did on Earth identified

‘Dark day for Internet freedom if 
Google accepts Chinese censorship’

Scientists develop new method 
to synthesize bio-conjugates

Novel 
underwater 
robot may 
boost research 
on marine life

NASA’s Parker Solar Probe ready for launch next week
NASA’s SLS rocket gets major hardware boost

Google Clock to 
wake up Spotify 
users with songs

Computer simulations can predict 
the spread of HIV — Study

Platelets kill up to 60% of 
malaria parasites — Study

Smoking can affect breastfeeding habits — Study
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Kohima Football League
Punuru brace puts Ziekezuo in second place 

Gritty Virat Kohli stands tall 
amid ruins as India score 274

World Badminton championship
Saina, Sindhu sail into quarters; Srikanth loses

Zeliangrong sports meet concludes in Chennai 

State open badminton C’ship deferred

Neymar rejoins 
PSG on China tour

Throttle Thrust-III underway in Mokokchung

Juventus top MLS All-Stars on penalties
Birmingham, Aug 2 (PTI): 
Virat Kohli took a giant 
stride towards exorcising 
the ghosts of 2014 with a 
masterful century as he 
singlehandedly pulled In-
dia out of the woods against 
England on an eventful 
second day of the first Test.

Kohli's 149, which will 
rank amongst one of the 
finest hundreds by an In-
dian batsman on English 
soil, enabled the visitors to 
reach 274 thereby bringing 
down the first innings defi-
cit to only 13 runs. England 
had scored 287 in their first 
essay.

Interestingly, Kohli's 
149 in a single innings is 
15 runs more than his ag-
gregate of 134 runs in 10 
knocks during the disas-
trous tour of 2014.

At stumps, England 
were 9 for 1 in their second 
innings with an overall lead 
of 22 runs.

The day certainly be-
longed to Kohli, whose 
dogged determination for 
a course correction was 
evident during an innings 
where he scored more than 
fifty percent of his team's 
runs even as he was booed 
by England fans for his ver-

sion of 'mic drop' celebra-
tions on the first day.

He got a couple of re-
prieves early in his innings 
but his intent to scrap it out 
under overcast conditions 
with an incisive Sam Curran 
(4/74), wily James Anderson 
(2/41) and relentless Ben 
Stokes (2/73) asking prob-
ing questions, stood out.

His 22nd Test hundred 
had 22 boundaries and a 
six and the unbridled joy 
on competing the coveted 
hundred was palpable as 
he let out a wild roar and 
kissed his wedding ring.

Kohli's innings is worth 
its weight in gold simply 
because of the situation 
the team was in. Dhawan 
and Murali Vijay (20) did 
the hardwork of seeing off 
the new ball with a 50-run 
stand but it all went awry 
after that.

Ajinkya Rahane (15) and 
Dinesh Karthik (0) joined 
the procession to make 
it 100 for 5 before Hardik 
Pandya (22) added 48 with 
his skipper.

But the most effective 
support came from NOs 
10 and 11. Ishant Sharma 
(5) added 35 with his skip-
per running those cheeky 

singles while Umesh Yadav 
(1) blocked 15 deliveries 
only to find his skipper cut 
loose at the other end.

In the morning, Curran 
had taken three wickets 
in the space of eight balls 
to reduce India to 76-3 at 
lunch. 

Curran hit the per-
fect length as first-change 
bowler and immediately 
trapped Vijay lbw in the 
14th over. Umpire Aleem 
Dar turned it down, but 
DRS overturned the deci-
sion as England finally got 
their breakthrough.

It became 54-2 in three 
balls as number three bats-
man KL Rahul (4) played a 
loose shot and diverted a 
thick inside edge onto his 
stumps. 

Curran made it a quick 
triple blow as Dhawan was 
caught at second slip in the 
16th over.

Anderson improved his 
length and troubled Kohli 
for the next two overs, be-
fore Rashid brought things 
to a close in this session.

This was after India 
quickly wrapped up the 
English innings, who lost 
their last seven wickets for 
a mere 71 runs.

Nanjing, Aug. 2 (PTI): Olym-
pic medallists Saina Nehwal 
and PV Sindhu sailed into 
the women’s singles quar-
terfinals with straight-game 
wins but it was curtains 
for Kidambi Srikanth at 
the BWF Badminton World 
Championships here today.

Saina, who had clinched 
a silver and a bronze at the 
2015 and 2017 editions, 
downed 2013 champion 
Ratchanok Inthanon of 
Thailand 21-16 21-19 to set 
up a meeting with Olympic 
champion and two-time 
world champion, Carolina 
Marin of Spain.

Later in the day, last edi-

tion’s silver medallist Sind-
hu, seeded third, eased past 
ninth seed Ji Hyun Sung of 
Korea 21-10 21-18 in an-
other third round clash.

Sindhu will next play 
eight seed Nozomi Oku-
hara of Japan, a rival against 
whom she lost in the sum-
mit clash of the tournament 
last year.

B Sai Praneeth also 
eased into the men’s singles 
quarterfinals with a com-
fortable 21-13 21-11 win 
over Denmark’s Hans-Kris-
tian Solberg Vittinghus. He 
will next take on sixth seed 
Kento Momoto.

The Indian mixed dou-

bles pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Ashwini 
Ponnappa also stood one 
step away from a medal 
after pulling off a stunning 
20-22 21-14 21-6 victory 
over the Malaysian world 
no.7 combination of Goh 
Soon Huat and Shevon 
Jemie Lai.

However, fifth seed Sri-
kanth’s dream of winning a 
medal came crashing down 
after he was outwitted 18-21 
18-21 by the experienced 
Malaysian Daren Liew in a 
41-minute clash.

Saina showed amazing 
retrieving skills against In-
thanon, who is on a come-

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): With the 
objective to promote the spirit of 
oneness amongst Zeliangrong peo-
ple living Chennai, Tamil Nadu, Ze-
liangrong students’ union, Chennai 
(ZSUC) has organised a sports meet 
and Home.

Altogether, 29 teams with pa-
triotic Zeliangrong identity namely 

Haipou Jadonang FC, Rani Gaidim-
liu, Same Partly FC, Khoupum Youth 
Club, Tousem FC, United Brothers 
FC and Real Boys Zeliangrong FC 
have actively participated in all the 
events.

Besides Zeliangrong people liv-
ing across Tamil Nadu state, a team 
from Coimbatore district also par-

ticipated in the sports meet.
ZSUC president, Jangdim Gon-

daimei stated that almost 800 people 
have witnessed the events. He added 
that 50 new members have been reg-
istered with ZSUC.

He further stated that more 1500 
Zeliangrong people are living in 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

Dimapur, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
The proposed 42nd inter-
district and state open bad-
minton championship un-
der the aegis of Nagaland 
Badminton Association 
scheduled from August 7 

to 10 in Pfutsero has been 
postponed to August 21-24.

According to NBA, the 
reschedule has been ne-
cessitated following the 
unprecedented natural ca-
lamities across Nagaland.

Shenzhen, Aug. 2 (AFP): 
Dozens of screaming fans 
welcomed Brazil star Ney-
mar on Thursday (Aug 2) as 
he flew in to China to rejoin 
Paris Saint-Germain after 
his disappointing World 
Cup.

The world's most ex-
pensive player, wearing 
a canary-yellow hoodie, 
posed for pictures with air-
port staff before his noisy 
welcome in the arrivals hall.

Neymar's arrival, ahead 
of Saturday's French Super 
Cup game against Monaco 
in Shenzhen, comes more 
than five months after his 
last appearance for PSG fol-
lowing a foot injury in late 
February.

The flamboyant for-
ward then endured a tur-
bulent World Cup as Brazil 
were stunned by Belgium 
in the quarter-finals and he 

Mo k o k c h u n g , A u g . 2 
(EMN): The third edition of 
Throttle Thrust got under-
way with roaring engines 
and thrilling speed as racers 
rode through the tarmac 
road between Alichen and 
Longkhum in the Hillclimb 
category at Longkhum vil-
lage in Mokokchung dis-
trict.

The Hillclimb category 
was flagged off at Alichen 
2nd Gate by H Khuhovi 
Sema, Commandant 2nd 
Battalion NAP, Alichen. 

In a short inaugural 
programme, president of 
Spearhead Motorsports 
welcomed all participants 
and guests, while Alemwati, 
tatar of Longkhum village 
council gave short festive 
greetings.

Al together  50  par-
ticipants from Nagaland, 
Assam, Meghalaya and 
Delhi participated in the 

Washington, Aug. 2 (AFP): 
Serie A champions Juven-
tus got the best of Major 
League Soccer's All-Stars 
in a penalty shootout on 
Wednesday (Aug 1) after an 
entertaining 1-1 draw in the 
North American league's 
mid-season exhibition.

Before a crowd of 72,317 
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
- home of MLS's Atlanta 
United - Juventus prevailed 
5-3 in the shoot-out after 
New York Red Bulls forward 
Bradley Wright-Phillips 
missed his penalty attempt.

After Wright-Phillips' 
effort bounced off the post 
to leave Juventus up 4-3, 
Mattia De Sciglio fired into 
the upper left corner past 
Columbus goalkeeper Zack 
Steffen to settle it.

Andrea Favilli had put 
Juventus ahead in the 21st 
minute, heading in a curling 
cross by Matheus Pereira.

The MLS All-Stars, se-
lected from around the 
league through fan vot-
ing, pulled level in the 26th 
minute through Atlanta 
United's Josef Martinez - the 
Venezuela star and former 
Torino forward who leads 
MLS with 24 goals in 23 
matches.

J u v e n t u s  k e e p e r 
Wojciech Szczesny saved 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 2 (EMN): 
Ziekezou SC overcame 
Twenty XI FC 2-1 to reclaim 
second spot of league 
match at the ongoing Ko-
hima Football League here 
at Kohima local ground on 
Thursday.

Ziekezou SC was waste-
ful and almost made to pay 
for their lacklustre play but 
it was Punuru who came to 
rescue for the team in the 
second half to register their 
third win in six matches in 
the league.

In the first half, Neik-
ethozo Yhome of Ziekezou 
was culpable as he wasted 
numerous chances failing 
to find the back of the net. 
While Twenty XI failed to 
connect with their strikers 
as the first half ended in a 
goalless draw. 

Punuru Nienu came to 
rescue in the second half 
as he scored a controversial 
goal in the 55th minute for 
Ziekezou. Punuru Nienu 
then set up for Vilhoubeituo 
Yhome to score in the 63rd 
minute inside the D box but 
fail to convert as he shot the 

H Khuhovi Sema flagging off the third edition of Throttle Thrust at Alichen 2nd Gate on August 2 in 
Mokokchung. (Courtesy: Meren Pongen)Saina Nehwal plays a shot during a World Badminton Championship match in Nanjing.

Players of Ziekezou SC (in yellow) and Twenty XI FC in action during their league match on Thursday.

Diego Valeri of the MLS All-Stars scores the third penality kick against Juventus during their 2018 MLS All-Star Game, at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia, on August 1.

ball wide off the target.
Twenty XI best chances 

came through a spot kick 
after the referee awarded 

penalty for a handball in-
side the area but Visekhol 

Mekro missed the spot kick 
as the keeper Keneiphrezo 

Kire got the right direction 
to tap out the ball out of the 
danger zone.

It was Kelengoto James 
Kechu who equalised the 
score line from another 
spot kick in 76th minute for 
Twenty XI. 

Zevito Khizho free kick 
was inches away from giv-
ing the lead for Twenty XI 
as the goalkeeper Kenei-
phrezo Kire managed to 
tap-out the ball in the 76th 
minute to ease the pressure 
for Ziekezou.  

Punuru then scored 
from a goalkeeping blun-
der in the 80th minute as 
Ziekezou team hold on for a 
win against Twenty XI.

At the end of the fifth 
round, Sechu Zubza re-
mained on top of the league 
at the end of the fifth round 
with 11 points, Ziekezou SC 
in second with 10 points, 
Twenty XI in third with 7 
points and New Market 
FC in fourth place with 6 
points of the Kohima Foot-
ball League table.
Friday match
United 16 FC vs Sechu Zub-
za @ 2 pm

Neymar

was widely lampooned for 
his play-acting.

"I didn't want to see 
a ball, or to see any more 
f o o t b a l l  p l a y e d , "  t h e 
26-year-old told AFP last 
month in an interview, de-
scribing his World Cup dis-
appointment.

However, Thursday's 
enthusiastic welcome indi-
cated that his popularity in 
China remains very much 
intact.

an initial effort, but after a 
scramble in the area, Mar-
tinez bundled the ball in to 
score in front of his home 
crowd.

"It's been a moving 
week here," Martinez said. 
"I have to thank all the fans 
in Atlanta for the way they 
support us all the time and 
the wonderful experience in 
this game."

It marked the second 

straight year that the All-
Star Game ended in a 1-1 
draw to go to a shoot-out. 
Last year, Real Madrid beat 
the All-Stars 4-2 on penal-
ties at Soldier Field in Chi-
cago.

The crowd was the larg-
est ever for the MLS All-
Star game, surpassing the 
70,728 for the 2010 edition 
in Houston.

The game was one of 

four matches for Juven-
tus on their North Ameri-
can tour, but they haven't 
brought off-season acqui-
sition Cristiano Ronaldo, 
the five-time Ballon d'Or 
winner whose 100 million-
euro (US$117 million) move 
from European champi-
ons Real Madrid was an-
nounced in July.

With three wins from 
three matches, Juventus 

will look to make it a clean 
sweep of the tour on Sat-
urday night against Real 
Madrid at FedEx Field in 
Washington, DC.

The All-Stars were with-
out Los Angels Galaxy for-
ward Zlatan Ibrahimovic, 
who was voted into the 
contest against his former 
club by fans but would have 
been playing in his third 
game in seven days.

Hillclimb category.
A press release issued 

by event convenor Li-
masenla Jamir stated that 
cash prizes worth INR 3 
lakhs would be won with 
trophies and certificates.

The event is hosted at 
Longkhum village, which 
is one among the many 
tourist villages in Mokok-
chung. There would also 
be indigenous food and 
drink stalls, which is being 

managed by the people 
of Longkhum village, the 
release stated.

They participants will 
race again tomorrow in 
the Autocross category at 
Longkhum Village ground. 

back trail after recovering 
from an injury.

Talking about her next 
match against Marin, Saina 
said: “I have played her at 
Denmark Open last, she is 
quick and aggressive and 
it would be a challenging 
match for me and I will just 
look to give my best.”

Earlier, Ashwini and 
Satwik showed great com-
posure as they recovered 
from a game down to pre-
vail over their higher ranked 
opponents.

It was an even battle in 
the opening game in which 
the Malaysian pair man-
aged an 11-8 lead at the 
break and though Ashwini 
and Satwik clawed back at 
14-14 and even held a slen-
der 18-16 lead at one stage, 
their rivals were more com-
posed to pocket the game.

In the second game, 
Goh and Shevon opened 
up a 5-2 lead but this time 
Ashwini and Satwik drew 
parity at 9-9 and then broke 
off to bounce back into the 
contest.

In the decider, the In-
dian pair was brilliant as it 
aggressively dominated the 
proceedings. They led 11-4 
at the interval and contin-
ued in the same vein after 
the breather to storm into 
the quarters.


