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The only road connecting 11 villages in the Satoi area of Zunheboto district has been blocked. Paddy fields are also said to have been affected, according to updates from the Satoi Town Youth Organization, which issued the images and updates on Wednesday. The group has appealed 
for assistance and relief. (Middle) The damaged and sunken road leading to the Kohima campus of Nagaland University. (Right) The premises of two large buildings seen here inundated following a massive mudslide between Ukha village and Tobu in Mon district.
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A mother carries her son through a flooded area in Dimapur proper. A number of urban areas in 
Nagaland's business centre has been flooded after the annual monsoon rains began.
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Govt. mounts war council to repel monsoon assault in Nagaland

Dimapur struggles as flooding soaks urban areas Flood in Dimapur blamed on poor urban planning
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
On the same month of July 
the previous year, rains had 
severely affected Naga-
land’s commercial centre 
Dimapur, and displacing 
more than 100 families in 
the process. This year too, 
the July rains are inflicting 
damage on the town that 
is as bad as the previous 
year's. On July 31 and Aug. 
1 rains have flooded Di-
mapur’s urban areas. 

As per report provided 
by the Dimapur district 

administration to Eastern 
Mirror on Wed. Aug. 1 as-
sessment, the affected areas 
are- Diphupar A,B,L and K, 
Chekiye village, Midland 
colony, Purana Bazar and 
Kirha village. Netaji colony, 
Half Nagarjan, Niu colony 
Burma Camp, Dhobinalla, 
SM colony, Sachu and Bank 
colony, Walford and Burma 
Camp. 

Monsoon rain flood has 
become an annual affair in 
Dimapur and trouble for 
the residents especially for 
those in low lying areas. 

As the problems contin-
ue to recur, Dimapur Dep-
uty Commissioner Sushil 
Kumar Patel IAS told East-
ern Mirror that flood was 
expected after last night's 
downpour mainly because 
of the poor drainage sys-
tem which was manmade 
disaster. 

Given the lack of drain-
age and dumping of gar-
bage haphazardly, and with 
just one 'nullah' that con-
nects Dhansiri river there 
was no free flow of water 
and those residing in low 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): As the mon-
soon rains get more extreme, “flood-
ing” in Nagaland’s commercial hub, Di-
mapur, seems to have become a norm. 

It is believed that poor urban plan-
ning, mainly  improper construction 
of drains in Dimapur, led to water 
clogging and flooding in the area, leav-
ing one non-local  male dead at Netaji 
Colony on August 1. 

It is known that the Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC) is the principal 
body of the town and shares  responsi-
bility with the Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority (NSDMA). 

The District Project Assistant 
(DPA) of Dimapur  from the NSDMA 

said that drainage had become a big 
concern for Dimapur. 

“All the water logging is due to 
blocked drains all over Dimapur; peo-
ple need to stop disposing garbage on 
the streets,” the DPA said also adding 
that the improper construction of 
drainage is a major cause for all the 
flooding.

The NSDMA has also been tire-
lessly been working and trying to relo-
cate families in different locations who 
have been affected, in case of further  
downpour. 

“We have been trying to provide 
shelter to families in different areas of 
Dimapur by relocating them to under 
construction buildings which have 

we have already sought permission 
for,”the DPA informed. 

He also informed that the State 
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) has 
deployed a team that is on standby. An 
additional team that arrived on Aug. 1 
from the National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) will also be assisting if 
any major disaster occurs. 

Apart from the main town of Di-
mapur, warning notices to areas locat-
ed in the lower parts of Dhansiri River 
has also been issued by the NSDMA. 
The DPA informed that the inhabitants 
of the area has been asked to “evacuate 
immediately” if water level rises and to 
inform the NSDMA if the level crosses 
the danger mark. 

Summer brings another bad news: 37 
dengue cases confirmed in Dimapur 

Fire breaks 
out at City 
Kart mallEastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Aug. 1(EMN): 
The Dimapur District Hos-
pital has confirmed 37  cas-
es of dengue in the month 
of July this year. Contrary 
to the 2017 National Vec-
tor Borne Disease Control 
Programme (NVBDCP) 
report,  which was zero in 
the month of July this year, 
it happened early. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D i -
mapur’s NVBDCP, out of 
158 screenings, 37 persons  
were  found to have  the 
dengue virus. It was after 
ELISA test  confirmation at 
the Sentinel site laboratory 
in the district hospital that 

the cases were confirmed. 
Out of 37 cases, one person 
was said to have been from 
Assam, while the rest were  
from Chumukedima in  
Dimapur. 

In the month of July, 
the Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) directed  
households in the juris-
diction of the Dimapur 
municipality to conduct   
mass cleanliness from 
their homes starting from 
August and till November. 
This was to prevent mos-
quitos from breeding in 
and around compounds 
and in the locality.  

With the beginning of   

monsoon season in the 
state, such cases are ex-
pected to rise in the next 
few months. During a pro-
gramme on July 27, the 
administrator of the DMC, 
Moa Sangtam, had advised  
citizens to keep their sur-
roundings free from stag-
nant water.   

ELISA tests are free and 
available at the district hos-
pital of Dimapur, which is 
said to be the only hospital 
in the state that offers treat-
ment for dengue. How-
ever, suspected cases that 
require screening by card 
tests may  carry a fee, the 
NVBDCP added.  

Central government pitches help; Rio appeals to people to remain calm  
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Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN):  
The government of Naga-
land is mobilizing the state’s 
entire administrative front 
and redress apparatus to 
meet the unprecedented 
emergency that the mon-
soon this year has wrought 
on the state. Widespread ge-
ological emergencies from 
landslide to sinking land-
mass in the hill areas, and 
flooding in the urban areas 
have claimed several lives 
besides causing destruction 
to property, the damage of  
which is yet to be assessed. 

Updates from the gov-
ernment bulletin, the DIPR,  
informed on Wednesday 
about a number of coun-
termeasures the govern-
ment is taking to mitigate 
the devastation that the 
monsoon is wreaking across 
the state. The government is 
understood to be assessing 
the situation—one seri-
ous enough for the central 
government to call in with 
an offer to help with emer-
gency and relief action.

The chief minister of the 
state, Neiphiu Rio, is stated 
to have directed the Roads 
& Bridges department to 

‘immediately construct’ a 
Bailey bridge over Sanuorü 
and near the Naga Hospital-
Naga Bazaar-Tinpati route, 
in Kohima district. Amid 
the flurry is a small spot  
of good news though: The 
Tsiesama-Peducha road 
has been restored and fuel 
tankers and other essential 
commodities trucks are 
now being allowed to ply 
on the route, the updates 
informed. 

However, land displace-
ment continues in the 
state’s capital. A fresh bout 
of landslide is said to have 
occurred along the Science 
College road.
Wokha
In Wokha, a massive land-
slide that occurred on a 
portion of the Sanis-Moilan 
road has been cleared, the 
DIPR informed. The Baghty 
division roads have also 
been cleared. According to 
reports that were relevant as 
on Aug. 1, around 25 fami-
lies in Ruchan village, eight 
families in Liphi village and 
nine families in Renthan 
village have been affected, 
the updates stated. These 

villages are in the Bhandari  
area of the district. 
Dimapur
In Dimapur, East police col-
ony has been badly flooded, 
the DIPR informed. Casual-
ties have not been reported 
at this time. Temporary 
‘camp arrangement’ for 
families where water has 
still not receded in ‘middle 
colony Purana Bazaar,’  have 
been made, it was informed. 
Kiphire
In Kiphire district, 17 land-
slides reportedly occurred 
between Akash bridge and 
Meluri. Light vehicles are 
able to pass through. Also, 
about three km beyond 
Meluri, 25 meters of a road 
have been washed away, it 
was informed. The adminis-
tration is trying to create an 
alternative route from For-
est colony to connect to the 
highway for light vehicles. 
The district’s administration 
has also informed that the 
district is facing shortage 
of diesel. 

Further, the road from 
Kiphire to Tuensang has 
been blocked near Yahi 
Br idge;  i t  may take a 

week to clear, the updates 
said. Again, the Kiphire-
Zhuneboto road has no 
bridge over Tutha River as 
it was “washed away few 
years back,” the updates 
stated. A heavy landslide is 
reported to have occurred 
between Seyochung town 
and Sitimi town too. The 
Kiphire-Kohima road has 
been completely blocked 
at various locations due to 
landslide, it was informed. 
A week will be needed to re-
store the road, the updates 
stated. 
Centre calls in with 
assistance 
The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has reportedly called 
the chief secretary of Naga-
land to enquire about how 
the Centre may help the 
situation. It was stated that 
helicopters from the minis-
try shall be made available 
“immediately and arrange-
ments can be made for air 
lifting and dropping off of 
essential commodities in 
affected districts.” 

Personnel from the 
12Bn NDRF from Doimukh 
(Arunachal Pradesh) have 

moved out on July 31 for 
Dimapur. They are expected 
to reach by the evening of 
Aug. 1. All Nagaland Armed 
Police battalions have been 
put on standby too. 

(See details of control 
rooms inside page 3)

Rio writes to prime  
minister 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
has written to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi seeking 
urgent assistance from the 
centre. A copy of a letter to 
the prime minister was re-
ceived here on Wednesday. 
“As you might be aware in 
the last few weeks, Naga-
land has been receiving 
unprecedented heavy rain-
fall which has resulted in 
several natural calamities 
all over the state. Landslides 
and sinking zones have cre-
ated immense damage on 
public infrastructure all over 
the State as also caused loss 
to life and property,” the 
chief minister stated.

The CM offered up-
dates to Modi: National and 
state highways have been 
blocked and many district 
roads have become “unmo-

torable.” Road communica-
tion and connectivity have 
been affected and even NH 
29, which connects to Ma-
nipur, has been cut off for 
several days now. Other in-
frastructure that have been 
damaged include power 
lines and communication 
networks. Further, supply 
of essential commodities to 
the district headquarters in-
cluding petroleum products 
has not been possible and 
stocks are getting depleted. 
The district of Kiphire has 
been cut off from all direc-
tions, the chief minister 
informed.

“Precious lives have been 
lost, houses have been swept 
away and many families 
have been displaced in most 
of the districts due to land-
slides and sinking zones,” 
Rio stated. “In the foothills 
and plain areas floods have 
created enormous damage 
to life and property. Entire 
colonies and villages have 
been submerged.”

Away from the national 
media’s attention 
The chief minister also 
wondered where the na-

tional media was. “While 
the local media have ex-
tensively covered the ca-
lamities, there is hardly a 
mention in the national 
media and accordingly it is 
essential to draw your at-
tention to the calamity we 
are facing in Nagaland,” the 
chief minister.

“Government agencies 
in coordination with Naga-
land Disaster Management 
Authority have been mak-
ing all out efforts for restor-
ing damaged infrastructure 
and taking measures for 
relief and rehabilitation,” 
the chief minister stated.

Under the given circum-
stances and given the mag-
nitude of the emergency, 
the chief minister stated, the 
state’s government is unable 
to address the challenges 
due to lack of resources, ab-
sence of adequate machin-
eries and equipment and 
poor connectivity amongst 
other inadequacies, the 
chief minister stated.

“You are aware that Na-
galand is landlocked with 
only one rail head and a 
single airport. The State also 
has only one helicopter in 

service. The state govern-
ment is preparing a detailed 
report of damages and ca-
lamities but the challenges 
are ongoing and the ad-
ministration is constantly 
grappling with the problem 
on a daily basis.”

“The Nagaland govern-
ment request for immediate 
interim Central assistance 
and intervention to rescue 
the state from a crisis like 
situation,” the CM added. 

CM appeals to people to 
stand strong 
The chief minister’s office 
has appealed to the peo-
ple of Nagaland to remain 
calm and cooperate with 
the agencies that are also 
helping with battling the 
challenges the monsoon 
has brought on the state. 
Yet, even as the people go 
through this difficult, Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio stated 
in a statement to the people 
on Wednesday, it is time 
to learn from “our experi-
ences” and take collective 
steps to “improve our ap-
proaches” to prepare for 
future eventualities. 

Continued in page 3

lying areas are affected the 
most, pointed out Patel.     

At around 7 am on 
Wednesday the district ad-
ministration assessed the 
flood areas and around 
1300 families have been 
affected by the flood. By 
evening the water receded 
in most of the areas and an 
alternative arrangement 
was made for those affect-
ed families while essential 
commodities were provid-
ed, informed the DC. 

The district adminis-
tration along with the Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
and Dimapur police per-
sonnel assisted in clearing 
the clogged drains. Howev-
er the DC said if the down-
pour continues than the 
low lying areas are at threat 
but the district administra-
tion are monitoring on the 
weather forecast to avoid 
such situation. 
A merry time for 
rickshaw pullers 
Rickshaw pullers stationed 
at Dhobinalla had an event-
ful day on Wednesday as 
they were seen ferrying pas-
sengers at Dhobinalla local-
ity which was submerged 
in water. 

The rickshaw pullers-
who were having a gala 
time ferrying the stranded 
people at Dhobinalla, in 
their own admission were 
charging Rs. 20 per per-
son.  The passengers did not 
mind paying the exorbitant 
amount just for a few yard 
distances.  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
A major fire broke out at 
City Kart, a shopping mall 
located at Midland in Di-
mapur on August 1. As per 
the official sources from the 
fire department, the fire is 
said to have occurred during 
the late hours. According to 
eyewitnesses, the cause of 
the fire may be short circuit, 
believed to have been set 
off from a flood-affected 
basement. The basement of 
the mall is also said to have 
been flooded following the 
heavy rains that occurred 
on July 31.



Fisheries department vends fish in Mokokchung

State wide sanitation 
drive on August 11
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Power cut 
in Mon 
district
Dimapur, Aug. 1 
(EMN): Power sup-
ply to Mon district 
has been disrupted 
following breakdown 
of 66 kv transmission 
line between Nag-
inimora and Tizit due 
to incessant rain. In-
forming that the de-
partment is working 
on a war footing to 
restore power supply 
at the earliest, SDO 
(trans), Mokokchung 
transmission division 
has appealed to all 
the affected consum-
ers to bear with the 
inconveniences. 

NCSU appeals to members 
The Nagaland Contractors’ and Suppliers’ Union 
(NCSU) head office has informed all its members 
and the eleven district unit of NCSU to extend hu-
manitarian services to the people at the hours of situ-
ation like natural calamities. The union appealed the 
contractors, especially those who have machineries 
like excavator and dozers to provide free service, man 
power or cash and in-kind. 

KMC informs shopkeepers
Administrator of Kohima Municipal Council (KMC), 
Elizabeth Ngully, has directed all business establish-
ments within Kohima municipal jurisdiction to paint 
and white wash the front side of their respective shops 
in view of the forthcoming Independence Day on or 
before August 11.

SHFCM 3rd youth conference
Soul Harvest for Christ Ministries (SHFCM) would 
be holding its 3rd youth conference with the theme 
“Every youth for Christ” from August 10-12 at Soul 
Harvest Church, Daklane in Kohima. The speakers of 
the conference are president Soul Harvest for Christ 
Ministries Rev. Kevisede Kire, Sr. pastor of Baptist Mis-
sion Church Kohima Rev. Moa Longchari, Principal 
Christ for the Nations Bible College Kohima Khetoshe 
Chishi, and Students’ Counselor G Rio School Aphre 
Kerhuo.  

TSUD convene meeting
The Tenyimi students’ union Dimapur (TSUD) has 
convened an emergency presidential meeting on 
August 2 at 4 pm at TUD complex. The union general 
secretary has requested all the constituent unit presi-
dents to attend the meeting without fail.

76th Quit India Movement anniv.
Nagaland unit of the All India Freedom Fighters & 
Successors Organisation (AIFFSO) would be observ-
ing the 76th anniversary of the Quit India Movement 
on Aug. 8 from 9 am at its head office, PR Hill in  
Kohima. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
The department of Ur-
ban Development has 
announced that there will 
be state wide social work 
on August 11.

A press release issued 
by the department on 
Wednesday had informed 
that the decision was 
made during a meeting 
held on July 27. 

The sanitation drive 
will be conducted with an 
objective to clear drain-
age, foliage, and out-
growth to not only ensure 
clean Nagaland but to 
also prevent water logging 
which cause landslide 
and flooding especially 

in the monsoon season, it 
informed.

The department has 
informed that all mu-
nicipal bodies and block 
development officers 
of Rural Development 
department will ensure 
active participation and 
disposed-off the waste 
collected during the 
drive. Deputy commis-
sioners will coordinate 
the sanitation drive in 
their respective districts 
by giving directions to all 
village councils or ward 
councils to verify social 
work under their respec-
tive jurisdiction and Pub-
lic Health Engineering 

department will ensure 
active participation as 
a part of the cleanliness 
drive being taken by them 
under Swachh Bharat 
Mission.

All governmental de-
partments are also asked 
to maintain cleanliness in 
their office premises. Fur-
ther citizens are requested 
to join in the mass sanita-
tion drive and ensure that 
they clean their surround-
ings. Shopkeepers and 
business establishment 
are also requested to en-
sure provision of dustbins 
in their premises and to 
not litter their waste on 
the road side. 

Roads to Tobu and Satoi cut off 

JD (U) favours NRC exercise

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
Due to heavy rains the 
roads between Tobu and 
Mon and Tobu and Tuen-
sang are both totally cut 
off. The rains have also cut 
off the road leading to Satoi 
area in Zunheboto district 
from the rest of the state.

Reports received here 
on Wednesday informed 
that the people of Tobu 
sub-division are suffer-
ing from shortage of food 
items. Terrace cultivation 
fields were washed away 

and some houses were 
damaged under 55th A/C 
Tobu, the press release 
stated. 

 Meanwhile, Satoi area 
in Zunheboto distrct is also 
said to be cut off from the 
rest of the state. The Satoi 
town youth organisation 
(STYO), in a press note in-
formed that the ‘the only 
life-line connecting 11 vil-
lages in the area to other 
parts of the state has been 
washed away by landslides 
and mudslides.’ It also 

informed that the heavy 
rains have damage stand-
ing crops and paddy fields 
rendering the farmers in a 
precarious situation.

The STYO has appealed 
to the competent authority 
to expedite the clearance of 
the road. The organisation 
has also appealed the con-
cerned authority to provide 
necessary assistance to the 
farmers who were affected 
by floods and landslides as 
their livelihood depended 
on their paddy fields.

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN):  In 
the wake of massive exer-
cise undertaken in the state 
of Assam for detection and 
deportation of illegal im-
migrants from Bangladesh 
through updating the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC), Nagaland unit of 
the Janata Dal (United) has 
decided to take the issue in 
the next meeting of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) for similar exercise in 
Nagaland. JD (U), in a press 
release issued by its me-
dia cell, has announced to 
take up the issue of updat-
ing NRC on top priority in 
the next PDA meeting for a 
similar exercise in Nagaland 
in the form of thorough and 
elaborate electoral revi-
sions or any other methods 
deemed fit and appropriate 
based on December 1, 1963, 
as the cut-off year.

It mentioned that the fi-
nal draft of NRC, which was 
conducted in Assam under 
the direct supervision of the 

Supreme Court of India and 
declared on July 31, has left 
out about 40,07,707 doubt-
ful applicants.

While recalling that a 
massive electoral revision 
exercise conducted by the 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF) some decades back, 
however, JD (U) stated that a 
total successful conclusion 
could not be reached due to 
various reasons.  

JD (U) also cautioned 
that the indigenous rights 
and privileges of the Na-
gas and other rightful non-
Nagas based on the above 
mentioned cut-off date and 
year should not be misused 
by any individual or author-
ities so as to accommodate 
other non-indigenous peo-
ple in consideration of per-
sonal, social, tribal, religious 
or party affiliations. It added 
that indigenous inhabitants 
of Nagaland should not al-
low any outsiders to infringe 
upon their rights under any 
circumstances. 

Youth Resources dept. 
notifies on Dr. T Ao awards
Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
The department of Youth 
Resources & Sports has 
informed sportspersons, 
coaches, sport administra-
tors, and academy (govt./
non-govt.) that the Govern-
ment of Nagaland has re-
introduce a special scheme 
called ‘Dr. T Ao State Sports 
Awards’ to be given every 
year at the Raj Bhavan in 
Kohima on the occasion 
of Independence Day, in 
recognition of their achieve-
ments / meritorious service.

It has notified that nom-
ination for this award can be 
made to the directorate of 
Youth Resources and Sports 
by submitting supporting 

documents and certificates 
and justification papers 
through sports association 
under the signature of the 
president and general sec-
retary on or before Aug. 7. 

The concerned sports 
association or Nagaland 
Olympic Association must 
submit a report of the per-
formance of the athlete 
with detailed explanation 
and justifications on why  
the athlete deserves the 
award. If any misleading OV 
manipulated information 
is found while nominat-
ing athlete by the associa-
tion, action will be initiated 
against them, the notifica-
tion stated.

Agriculture dept. bids farewell to officer
Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
The department of Agri-
culture has organised a 
farewell programme in 
honour of its retiring addi-
tional director of statistics, 
Vilepral Aja, on July 31 in 
the directorate’s confer-
ence hall.

C h a i r i n g  t h e  p ro -
gramme, G Ikuto Zhimo-
mi, director of agriculture, 
congratulated the senior 
officer for completing 35 
years of service in vari-
ous capacities under the 
department of agriculture 
in good health. Additional 
director, N Henry Zeliang, 
read out the service pro-
file of the outgoing officer 
and wished him a happy 
retired life. 

In his farewell address, 
the outgoing additional 
director of statistics ex-
pressed happiness and 
thanked Almighty God and 
the department for giving 
their fullest support and 
co-operation throughout 

Our Correspondent
K o h i m a ,  A u g u s t  1 
(EMN): The department 
of Fisheries & Aquatic 
Resources in collabo-
ration with Zatara pri-
vate limited, a Dimapur 
agro based company 
has started selling fish in 
Mokokchung to sustain 
the demanding stock of 
fish in the town.

Speaking to Imtisunep 
Nokdir, Mokokchung’s 
district fishery officer, he 
said the department has 
extended their support 
to the incipient venture 
to local and private fish-
ery owners by providing 
logistics and materials 
such as ice and vehicular Fish from Longpayimsen village in Tsurang valley being sold in Mokokchung.

STATE

transport for the farmers 
till the market place.

He disclosed that the 
fish were transported 
from Longpayimsen vil-
lage under Tsurang valley 
in Mokokchung district 
and the rate of the fish 
were in compliance with 
the rate the Mokokchung 
Municipal Council has 
charted out.

He  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t 
more than 300 kg of the 
first stock brought to the 
mobile stall in the ongo-
ing Tsungremong mini 
hornbill at Imkongmeren 
sports complex, Mokok-
chung has been sold out 
on the first day.

He also added that the 

department was prepared 
and ready to reach out 
to fishery owners in the 
district to assist in provid-
ing logistics and finding 
marketing options in the 
district.

It may be mentioned 
that Zatara is a Dimapur 
agro based private limited 
company established in 
the year 2013 which pri-
marily deals in sourcing, 
manufacturing, packag-
ing, branding and distrib-
uting local produce and 
products. They are cur-
rently growing fishes in 50 
hectares in Longpayim-
sen village, Mokokchung 
district with future plans 
of expansion.

Along assures effort to upgrade Atoizu Polytechnic

Temjen Imna Along and officials inspecting Zunheboto Government College.

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
Minister for Higher and 
Technical Education, 
Temjen Imna Along is 
surprised that Khelhoshe 
Polytechnic Atoizu, a 46 
year old institute is still 
offering only diploma 
degree. He assured of his 
‘best possible effort to 
upgrade the institute to 
an engineering college 
and to make his maiden 
visit a fruitful one.’

The minister with his 
entourage visited Khel-
hoshe Polytechnic Atoizu 
and Zunheboto Govern-
ment College on July 31, 
DPRO report updated. 

Principal of Khel-
hoshe Polytechnic Atoi-
zu, M Nakhro highlight-
ed the grievances of the 

institute and requested 
the minister to upgrade 
the institute to a full-
fledged civil engineering 
degree college.

Advisor to School 
Education KT Sukhalu 
also spoke in the func-
tion, where he appealed 
to the citizens of Atoizu, 

land owners to be wise 
and not let go of this op-
portunity which is begin-
ning to take shape for 
the betterment of the 

institute.
M L A  P i c t o,  Su m i 

Hoho, SKK, chairman, 
and land donors also 
delivered speeches and 
assured to extend full co-
operation to the govern-
ment for the betterment 
of the institute.

The minister inspect-
ed the institute and also 
interacted with students 
and faculties.

During his visit to 
Zunheboto Government 
College, the minister said 
that the government has 
approved the introduc-
tion of science stream 
in the college, which he 
said was made it possible 
because of the advisor 
for School Education, KT 
Sukhalu.

Wokha gets new district library
Our correspondent:

Wokha, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
Wokha district got new dis-
trict library at Government 
Higher Secondary School 
Wokha compound, High 
School Colony at DIET 
building. Deputy Commis-
sioner Wokha Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Sammon (IAS) in-
augurated the library as the 
special guest on August 1.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC who is also 
the chairman of the district 
public library committee 
thanked for the unflinching 
support from the people 
and departments for mak-
ing his dream come into 
reality. 

He said after visiting 
various libraries in the dis-
trict he found the need of 
a spacious library where 
the idea of having a district 
library came into his mind 
right after he was trans-
ferred and posted as the DC 
of the district.

The vision of opening 
the library is to provide a 
space to all the readers, 
develop reading habit of 
young students and also to 
help in preparing various 
competitive exams, Sam-
mon said.

The DC sought helping 
hand in donating unused 
books towards the district 
library for building a con-
structive society, while 
he envisioned to upgrade 
the district library in the 
near future with computer, 
Xerox machine as well as 
CCTV cameras for smooth 
functioning and providing 
much excess for the benefit 

of the community.
Meanwhile, the DC ad-

vocated the habit of read-
ing books reminding the 
gathering that, ‘reading 
helps in developing our 
brain’ where the present 
generation is lacking with 
and being dependent to 
electronic devices which 
our visual has less compar-
ing to having acquainted 
from book reading.

The programme was at-
tended by Lotha Students’ 
Union and Lotha Eloe 
Hoho as well as various in-
dividual with every District 
Head of department.

Initially the district li-
brary which is temporary 
exercising was provided 
space by DIET which has 
600 books in various sub-
ject as well as magazines 
which are being donated 
by individuals where the 
district art and culture of-
fice donated 100 copies to 
the library.

It was also informed 
that registration towards 
the library is Rs. 50 for stu-
dents and Rs. 100 for gen-
eral.

Dedication prayer was 
offered by Rev. Sulumo 
Ezung Pastor WTBC 

State participates in student police cadet prog. in Haryana

Students from the government high school of Kigwema and officials at the national roll out of student police cadet 
programme at the Tau Devi Lal Stadium, Gurgaon in Haryana.

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
Twenty boys and girls 
of class VIII students 
from Government High 
School of Kigwema along 
with Pukil Kintso, Mese-
hol Khweho and Viseno 
Yakhro as escorting of-
ficials participated in 
the national roll out of 
Student Police Cadet 
(SPC) programme, held 
on July 21 at Tau Devi 
Lal Stadium, Gurgaon in 
Haryana.

The participation was 
initiated by the Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sangathan, 
Nagaland in coordina-
tion with department 
of Education and spon-
sored by department of 
Home, government of 
Nagaland, a press release 

issued by the escorting of-
ficial informed.

The programme was 
officially launched at na-
tional level by the Union 

Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh in the presence 
of minister for Human 
Resources Development 
Prakash Javadekar and 

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar.

The team also visited 
Taj Mahal, Agra and his-
torical places in Delhi with 

the special package of edu-
cational tour sponsored 
by the state Home depart-
ment.

T h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e 
mentioned that the Stu-
dents Police Cadet, a new 
scheme with “Empathy, 
Discipline, Integrity” as 
its motto, aims to build a 
bridge between the Police 
and young students by 
educating them on Crime 
Prevention and ethics 
through classes in School 
and Outdoor activities.

 It aims to aid a compre-
hensive development of 
personality and inculcate 
values of patriotism and 
services by contributing 
to police forces and help 
everyone with dedicated 
services for the society.

his service without any 
hindrance and difficulties. 

While recalling the 
good experiences during 
his service career, he im-
plored to let the friendship 
and confidence remain so 

as to deliver goods to the 
people of the state in the 
days to come.

A farewell song was 
presented by the officers 
and staff from the direc-
torate.

Retiring additional director Vilepral Aja (top) and other senior officers 
during the programme on July 31.

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Sammon inaugurating the new district public library.
 EM Images
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Mini Hornbill festival, not a waste of time — Patton 

Special camp for Persons with 
Disabilities held in Wokha district

Govt. mounts war council to repel monsoon assault in Nagaland

ABCC appeals public to 
extend helping hand 

KU puts up demand for progress of district hospital  State goverment sets up 
Emercency Control Room

state

Citizens availing the facalities during the two-day special camp for persons with disabilities at Wokha 
town hall.

EM Images

(Left) Special Guest, Deputy Chief Minister Y Patton inaugurating the Tsungremmong Mini Hornbill stalls at Imkongmeren Sports Complex on Aug. 1. (Right) Participants engaging in a traditional tug-of-war as part of 
the Tsungremmong festival celebration.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, aug. 1 
(eMN): The Deputy Chief 
Minister of Nagaland Y 
Patton on Wednesday as-
serted that Mini Hornbill 
should not be viewed as a 
waste of time, energy and 
resources but rather it is 
a visionary decision taken 
by the PDA Government 
to encourage people’s par-
ticipation during the pre-
mier festivals of different 
Naga tribes.

Patton was addressing 
the inaugural programme 
of the Tsungremmong 
Hornbill Festival Mokok-
chung 2018 as the special 
guest at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex here. 
Mokokchung district is 
among the first beneficiar-
ies from the Mini Hornbill 
Festival, a decision which 
was taken during a Cabi-
net meeting held on last 
April 16.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister disclosed that the 
PDA Government ‘s deci-
sion to organise the Mini 
Hornbill festival coincid-
ing with major festivals of 
the Naga tribes was target-
ed to give a boost to tour-
ism in all the districts and 

some sub-divisions where the 
Naga tribes are concentrated.

“This is to give equal op-
portunity to all the Naga tribes 
to promote local entrepreneurs, 
showcasing of the beautiful and 
rich cultural heritage of the re-
spective tribes,” Patton said.

He also said that that Mini 
hornbill festival will also help in 
harnessing brotherhood among 
the neighbouring districts and 
other states and also give an 
opportunity to display their rich 
cultural heritage. “Promoting 
music and sports, handicraft 
etc. are an important part of the 

festivals,” he said.
The Deputy Chief Minister 

also lauded the Ao commu-
nity for giving the Nagas a strong 
leadership both in religion, po-
litical and social life. “Aos have 
contributed well enough to lead 
the Nagas toward progress, de-
velopment, unity and harmoni-
ous co-existence,” he asserted.

Nevertheless, Patton also 
lauded the Ao Students’ Confer-
ence for setting a benchmark 
in the Naga society by initiat-
ing “Survival Mokokchung”- a 
movement where illegal im-
migrants were flushed out from 

Mokokchung and the local 
youths, men and women have 
taken up their works today. “A 
movement like Survival Mokok-
chung should be emulated in 
every district,” he commented.

However, he warned that 
the Assam Government has just 
released its National; Register of 
Citizen and there is a high appre-
hension of infiltration of illegal 
immigrants in the neighbouring 
State. 

He further added that the 
state government has put on 
high alert at all entry points from 
neighbouring Assam to check 

influx of illegal immigrants.
In this connection, Patton 

called upon the citizen of the 
state especially those districts 
neighbouring to Assam to co-
operate with the Government 
to check the influx of illegal im-
migrants.

“The Government  alone 
cannot put a complete check 
on this unless there is strong 
support from the public. In this 
where the call for the same zeal 
and initiative taken during Sur-
vival Mokokchung become per-
tinent,” Patton asserted.

Deputy Chief Minister also 

declared the Tsungremmong 
Hornbill Festival Mokokchung 
2018 opened and inaugurated 
the Tsungremmong stalls. Pat-
ton was accompanied by his 
cabinet colleagues, Advisors and 
DIG Nagaland. Earlier, Minister 
Temjen Imna Along pronounced 
the Tsungremmong greeting and 
welcome address was delivered  
by the Watsu Mungdang presi-
dent.

Even though the inclem-
ent weather played spoilsports 
to disturb the festival mood, 
the day’s activities like cultural 
dance, inter-school barefoot 

football, inter-ward Tug 
of war, indigenous games 
went on full swing as 
schedule.

Meanwhile, an evening 
of Ao traditional and mod-
ern tunes competition was 
also organized by Mokok-
chung District Arts & Cul-
ture Council (MDACC) to 
celebrate the rich cultural 
legacy as part of the Tsun-
gremmong Mini Hornbill 
Festival at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex.

 The competition was 
divided into two segments 
Modern Ao Contemporary 
solo and Omesang (A tra-
ditional Echoing tune sang 
between Lovers). 

In the  Ao Contempo-
rary solo event, Arnun-
gla was adjudged as the 
winner. She was accom-
panied by Putikokla and 
Linuknaro as the first and 
second runner-ups re-
spectively. In the Omesang 
competition, the couple 
Temsukakba & Tiajungla 
was declared as the win-
ner, while the couple Tem-
suzulu & Imlikokla bagged 
the first runner-up title 
and Opangsunep & Tem-
sulila received the second 
runner-up title.   

Dimapur, aug. 1 (eMN): A 
two-day special camp for 
Persons with Disabilities 
(PwDs) was organised by 
Wokha District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (WDLSA) 
and Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO), Office Wokha in 
collaboration with Depu-
ty Commissioner Office, 
Wokha and 28 Assam Rifle, 
Wokha at Town Hall Wok-
ha on July 31 and August 
1 2018.

The special camp was 
conducted in line with 
NALSA (Legal Services to 
the mentally ill and men-
tally disabled persons) 
Scheme, 2015. About 1000 
beneficiaries availed free 
medical treatment with 
free medicines and legal 
counselling during the 
two-day special camp, 
while about 200 PwDs 
were identified for issuing 
of disability certificate and 
for follow up actions with 
crutches, hearing aid and 
wheel chairs.

Delivering the inau-
gural address, Dr. Mana-
zir Jeelani Samoon, IAS, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha stated that the spe-
cial camp for Persons with 
Disabilities is first of a kind 
in Wokha. 

He therefore under-

Dimapur, aug. 1 (eMN): 
T h e  A n g a m i  Ba p t i s t 
Church Council (ABCC) 
today appealed all to ex-
tend ‘their helping hands 
to the affected people 
because of the incessant 
rain during this monsoon 
season. 

The ABCC Executive 
Director, Rev. Dr. V. Atsi 
Dolie, in a press state-
ment, said that that the   
incessant rain is taking a 
heavy toll on the whole 
of Nagaland and in Na-
galand and said termed 
it as unusual and devel-
oping to an ‘emergency-
like’ situation.  this is an 
‘unusual. 

In this regard, the 
ABCC stated that it is ex-
tremely painful to hear 
the loss of lives ‘some 
of which are still being 
searched’; the destruction 
of houses and properties 
by landslides, and many 
people living in uncer-
tainty.  

The ABCC Executive 
Director, on behalf of the 
Angami Baptist Church 
Council, requested eve-
ryone, ‘particularly the 
ABCC members’ to ex-
tend their helping hands 

to the affected people in 
their own neighborhood 
so that the needy ones are 
relieved in some ways. 

 Meanwhile, the ABCC 
also congratulated the 
government, NGOs, so-
cial organizations, village 
autoroties etc for respond-
ing to the crises efficiently 
and doing all to minimize 
hardship and inconven-
iences being faced by the 
affected people. 

 Saying that this seem-
ingly bad time is bringing 
villages and communities 
closer together and mak-
ing us stronger as a people, 
Rev Dr. Dolie requested 
everyone to pray for the 
bereaved families and all 
those who have been ad-
versely affected. 

He also urged the peo-
ple to pray for the gov-
ernment and leaders so 
that they can address the 
situation appropriately 
and provide the needed 
leadership 

“May we all be spir-
itually sensitive so that 
we do not miss the voice 
of God in all that is go-
ing around us,” the ABCC 
executive director,Rev Dr 
Dolie stated. 

Dimapur, aug. 1 (eMN): The Kon-
yak Union (KU) today appealed 
the state government with regard 
to the development of the District 
Hospital Mon (DHM) and listed 
out a four-point demand with re-
gard to the progress of the district 
hospital. 

A press release issued by the KU 
President, Manlip Konyak and Gen-
eral Secretary, Honang Konyak, said 
the Konyak Union had submitted 
a representation to the Minister of 
Health and Family Welfare on JUly 
27 2018 in this regard. 

Saying that their appeal is based 
on the maxim that “medicine knows 
no border’’ and therefore fervently 
appealed the ‘concern minister and 
the department to consider its plea 
with an explorative mindset and 
attitude whereby its noble form of 
health services could be rendered 
even beyond the state or the inter-
national border’.  

It therefore demanded the gov-
ernment for the ‘execution of INR 1 
crore under special state place’. 

“The Konyak Union opines that 
the sanctioned amount of Rs. 1 crore 
which was exclusively earmarked 
under Special State Plan for pro-
curement of equipment for District 
Hospital Mon (DHM) should be 
duly executed in proper and thor-
ough consultation with the Hospital 
Management Committee (HMC). 
Intensive caution should be taken so 
as to avoid any forms of anomalies 
and irregularities at the later stage,” 
the KU stated. 

 It also demanded the immedi-
ate installation of ICU for operation 
emergencies ‘in tune with the Indian 
Health Standard norms of ‘no op-
eration without ICU’. Terming it as a 
necessity, the KU requested the con-

cern department to pave a means 
out for installation of ICU service 
at DHM ‘so as to provide justice to 
health and life’. 

With regard to the improve of 
the hospital to a 100 bedded institu-
tion, the Konyak Union expressed 
some aspiration ‘for inclusive de-
velopment so as to attain its actual 
purposes in the service for the hu-
manity’. 

 In this connection, the KU asked 
for ‘tutors for nursing school’ while 
saying that ‘in accordance to the 
norms that every 100 bedded hos-
pital should have a nursing school. 
It stated that the department should 
ensure that the completed nursing 
school and hostel building should 
be accordingly manned with the 
‘requisite and sufficient tutors and 
students.’ 

  The Union also highlighted 
the requirement of an additional 
twenty-two doctors. 

It stated that the DHM is being 
sustained with only eight doctors 
and therefore strongly asserted that 
‘shifting into the 100 bedded new 
building would be illogical if the 
management is left to only eight 
doctors alone. 

“Therefore, 22 doctors should be 
stationed at DHM so as to smoothly 
deliver health services to the deserv-
ing humanity,” the release stated,  

 Besides, the KU also highlighted 
the ‘requirement of sixty nurse at the 
hospital’. 

Saying that ‘no hospital can func-
tion without sufficient nurses’, the 
union stated that present strength 
of nurses deployed will not be in a 
position to manage the 100 bedded 
hospital

“Therefore in accordance to 
the requirement list submitted, the 

department is expected to deploy 
about 60 nurses 9in total) for ef-
ficiently nursing the 100 bedded 
hospital,” the release stated. 

The KU also demanded the ab-
sorption and sanction of casual 
workers at DHM while saying that 
the cauual workers play a vital role 
in the hospital management system. 

In this regard, the Konyak Union 
appealed for the ‘absorption’ of 14 
casual workers which “was ap-
pointed during MSF period and had 
further appealed for sanctioning 
20 more additional posts for casual 
workers”. 

 The KU stated that ‘a notion’ of 
Mon district as remote had been up-
held for a long time and alleged that 
‘the state government policy makers 
had always considered such evil tag-
ging through utmost absorption and 
accordingly, half-hearted plans or 
investments were formulated and 
allocated’. 

 Saying that the ‘consequences 
of such attitude had given birth to 
the state of stagnancy whereby the 
actual purposes and avenues were 
left un-absorbed, un-explored and 
unfurnished,’ the release  stated 
that the Konyak Union “in its quest 
to shatter-off from such traditional 
tagging and misconceptions and to 
eventually upgrade the midset of 
all the concern policy makers” de-
clared that Mon district is situated 
at a strategic/advantegous location/
tri-junction bordering with Indian 
states, two district in Nagaland and 
also with Myanmar. 

 Therefore, the release stated that 
the Konyak Union “appeals before 
the competent authority to leap a 
step higher so as to felicitate in ex-
ploring out its zeal in the service and 
justice for human race”. 

Dimapur, aug. 1 (eMN): Home Commissioner R. 
Ramakrishnan IAS today informed that to moni-
tor the damages of roads, both State and National 
Highways all over Nagaland, an emergency Con-
trol Room has been set up in the ‘O/o Engineer 
-In-Chief, NPWD which will be available 24x7’. 
The Control Room will be manned by the Officers 
of the Department round the clock. 
Any individual/ Organization desiring to report 
on the road damages or status of the roads can 
contact the Control Room -9436016005 (M), 
Deputy Chief Engineer; 9436832299, Asst. En-
gineer 0370-2222827 (L) or email at encnpvvd@
gmail.com. 

The home commissioner also requested that 
the Food and Civil Supplies Department to be 
ready with be ready with sufficient stock or essen-
tial commodities for supply to far-flung districts, 
informed a DIPR news bulletin.  

Meanwhile, the Kohima district administra-
tion has activated the Incident Response System 
(IRS) Kohima for the management of various 
disasters in the district. 

A report from the DIPR informed that the IRS 
has been activated in accordance with the power 
conferred upon the District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA) of Kohima District in the 
Disaster Management Act 2005 Section 26 and 
Section 30. 

The DDMA members and departments have 
been directed to gather all resources of the con-
cerned department in terms of man-power, ma-
chineries, tools and emergency essential kits, and 
commodities, the DIPR informed.

It may be noted that many areas in Nagaland 
has be affected because of the incessant monsoon 
rains past few months.

scored the need for Per-
sons with Disabilities to 
take the opportunity to 
avail the benefits during 
such camp.

The DC lauded the 
WDLSA and CMO for col-
laborating with District 
Administration and 28 As-
sam Rifles for the services 
rendered to the marginal-
ised section of the society. 
He further encouraged the 
WDLSA to continue giv-
ing their services for the 
upliftment and welfare of 
the society. 

Delivering a short 

speech, Dr. Phyobemo 
Ngullie, Psychologist en-
couraged the beneficiaries 
to come forward and avail 
the benefits given through 
the medical camp.

 He advised the PwDs 
to come out of social stig-
ma as disability can be 
cured with proper treat-
ment and counselling. 

Summing up the two-
day camp, Nino Iralu, Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge 
and Chairperson, WDLSA 
said that the Right to Treat-
ment and to get proper 
health care is guaran-

teed under Article 21 of 
the constitution of India 
which is applicable to all, 
especially to the PwDs. 
She further acknowledged 
the help rendered by So-
cial Welfare Department, 
Lotha Eloe Hoho, Wokha 
District Pharmacy Asso-
ciation, Wokha District 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Wokha District Entrepre-
neurs Association, Team 
Metamorphosis, Lotha 
Baptist Ekhumkho San-
rhutsu, DPRO and Legal 
Literacy Club Members 
Wokha.

 From page 1

Heavy and incessant rains have 
caused immense damage across 
state causing difficulties for the 
people. 

The statement from the chief 
minister’s office (CMO) stated: “Lives 
have been lost, families have been 
displaced, properties damaged and 
infrastructure and communication 
facilities have been badly effected. 
Landslides have disrupted com-
munication and floods have caused 
suffering to the people. 

During these challenging times 
we extend our sympathies and con-
dolences to those families who have 
lost precious lives and share our con-
cern with those whose lives have been 
disrupted due to the forces of nature.”

The state government, the CM 
assured, is exerting all possible ef-
forts to meet the challenge, and 
appropriate measures have been 
put in place to ease the difficulties 
of the people. 

“The administration, police and 
other agencies including the NSD-
MA are constantly monitoring the 
situation and necessary interven-
tions are being carried out. The gov-
ernment machinery has been put 
on high alert and possible measures 
and preparedness exercises have 
been put in place. 

The government is also closely 
monitoring the availability of es-
sential commodities and making ar-
rangements to ensure maintenance 
of sufficient stock. Relief and reha-
bilitation measures will be carried 
out in every possible manner,” the 
CMO stated.

“While sharing our sincere con-
cern with all the citizens who are 
going through difficulties, we appeal 
to all sections to remain calm and 
extend cooperation to the agencies 
who are battling the challenges. Dur-

ing such challenging times, the en-
couraging aspect is the emergence of 
the strong social fabric that our Naga 
society and culture is known for. It is 
crucial that we come together as a 
family and face the difficulties jointly 
under a spirit of oneness.” 

The government is “alive to the 
situation,” the CMO stated. How-
ever, it stated, “there are situations 
where the fury of nature cannot be 
overcome but the Government ma-
chineries are monitoring the overall 
situation round the clock.”

“Even as we face the difficulties 
unitedly (sic), it is also important to 
learn from our experiences and take 
collective steps to improve our ap-
proaches so that we are prepared for 
future eventualities. 

While sharing concern with all 
sections I appeal for cooperation 
and joint efforts from all sections of 
society. It is all the more important 
that during such times, in the face of 
calamities that we come together in 
unison and we pray to Almighty God 
to guide and protect us during these 
challenging times.”
state administration writes  
to Centre 
The Home Commissioner of Naga-
land R Ramakrishnan, has written 
to the Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Ministry of Defence about the situ-
ation in Nagaland following heavy 
rain that has disrupted life in the 
state during the past few days. He 
informed that the state’s capital 
Kohima along with almost all the 
districts particularly Phek, Kiphire 
and Tuensang, have been cut off for 
two days due to many landslides 
caused by incessant rains. 

He also informed that six persons 
have been washed away in the floods 
and many have been evacuated 
from areas hit by land displacement. 

The state has sought immediate 

assistance from the Central govern-
ment and its various agencies in-
cluding the Indian paramilitary and 
military forces, the Indian Air Force 
and the National Disaster Response 
Force to assist the state. 

The Air Force has also been re-
quested to help the state govern-
ment in lifting and dropping com-
modities to far-flung districts cut off 
by the landslides. 
NDRF team arrives in Nagaland
A 35-member team of the National 
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) has 
arrived at Dimapur on Wednesday 
evening. 

The personnel, who came from 
Arunachal Pradesh, will be stationed 
at the Central Training Institute (CTI) 
Home Guards and Civil Defence, 
Toluvi in Dimapur, official sources 
informed.
search continues for  
two missing boys
The NSDMA has informed that 
search and rescue operation to lo-
cate two of the five boys who had 
gone missing in the Tsutha river 
from Tsuko area on July 29 contin-
ued till late Wednesday evening 
without any result. 

Around 1000 volunteers from 
neighbouring villages of Huker un-
der Tuensang district and Aghunato 
in Zunheboto district are said to be 
engaged in the search operations 
along with the civil administration, 
police and State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) of the two districts. 

The remains of two of the boys 
were recovered downstream on July 
30 and one on July 31, about 15 km 
away from the site of incident. 

The SDRF Tuensang was with-
drawn from the operation in view of 
severe natural calamities occurring 
in the district. However, the SDRF 
Zunheboto and volunteers will con-
tinue the search, it was informed.
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Tribal parties demand NRC in Tripura

Advance landslide warning system for Sikkim

Missing guns: Manipur 
MLA’s driver in NIA custody

Strike in Mnp. against Naga ‘pact’

Niti Aayog vice chairman holds meeting 
with M’laya CM, others on dev. issues

20 families rendered homeless in Arunachal fire

Flood relief operation by 
security forces in upper Assam

Students’ body demands NRC-
like exercise in Meghalaya

Agartala, Aug. 1 (IANS): 
Different tribal-based po-
litical parties in Tripura, 
including the ruling BJP’s 
junior partner Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT), are demanding a 
NRC in the state.

Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb, however, said 
that everyone in the bor-
der state had valid docu-
ments and there was no 
demand for a National 
Register of Citizens (NRC).

Besides IPFT, the In-
digenous Nationalist Party 
of Tripura (INPT) and the 
National Conference of 
Tripura (NCT), all tribal-
based political parties, 
have undertaken protests 
demanding a citizen’s reg-
ister on the lines of the 
NRC in Assam.

“We had earlier organ-
ised rallies in Tripura de-
manding initiation of NRC 
in the state. On August 23 
the IPFT will hold a mega 
rally in (the Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous Dis-
trict Council headquar-
ters) Khumulwng,” IPFT 
Vice-President Ananta 
Debbarma told the media 
on Wednesday.

The IPFT, which has 
eight members in the 

60-member Tripura As-
sembly, has two ministers 
in the 9-member coun-
cil of ministry headed by 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb.

INPT General Secre-
tary Jagadhish Debbarma 
told the media on Wednes-
day that a sit-in-demon-
stration was planned last 
month but the Bharatiya-
Janata Party (BJP)-IPFT 
alliance government did 
not give permission for the 
protest.

“We have filed a case 
in the Tripura High Court 
against the Tripura gov-
ernment’s rejection of per-
mission for holding the 
demonstration,” the INPT 
leader said.

NCT General Secretary 
Animesh Debbarma said: 
“His party is also strongly 
demanding commence-
ment of NRC in Tripura 
involving all stakeholders, 
not unilaterally. Politics 
on NRC must be stopped. 
We should protect our 
future generations.” The 
INPT, IPFT and NCT have 
also been demanding 
withdrawal of the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill 
2016, which is currently 
under review by a Joint 

Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC), headed by BJP MP 
Rajendra Agrawal.

The bill was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha 
in July 2016 to amend the 
Citizenship Act, 1955.

It seeks to make illegal 
migrants who are Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan eligible for 
citizenship and relax re-
quirements of naturalisa-
tion for them. These par-
ties are also demanding 
introduction of an inner-
line permit to protect in-
digenous tribals, resto-
ration of alienated tribal 
lands and inclusion of tri-
bals’ Kokborok language 
in the 8th Schedule of the 
Constitution.

According to media 
reports, Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb said eve-
ryone in the Tripura had 
valid papers and there was 
no demand for a citizen’s 
register on the lines of the 
NRC in Assam.

Deb, also the Tripura 
Pradesh President of BJP, 
expressed confidence that 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal would 
be able to handle the situ-

Shillong, Aug. 1 (PTI): The 
Khasi Students’ Union 
(KSU) today petitioned 
to the Meghalaya govern-
ment to conduct an NRC-
like exercise in the state to 
segregate genuine and en-
sure survival of the tribal 
indigenous communities.

Migrants from differ-
ent parts of the country 
besides Bangladesh and 
Nepal had made the state 
their home reducing the 
indigenous communities 
to a minority in several 
pockets in the state, KSU 
president L Marngar said.

An NRC-type exercise 
will contribute immensely 
to the continuous survival 
of the indigenous com-
munities in the state, he 
told reporters after a KSU 
delegation met Deputy 
Chief Minister Prestone 
Tynsong to put forth their 
demand.

“We proposed the state 
government to conduct 
an NRC-like exercise in 
the entire state of Megha-
laya with 1971 as the cut-
off year to segregate the 
genuine and non-genuine 
residents of the state,” he 
told reporters after the 
meeting.

The complete draft of 
the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) was re-
leased on July 30 in neigh-
bouring Assam leaving out 
the names of over 40 lakh 
applicants.

The KSU chief also ex-
pressed apprehension that 
many of those 40 lakh peo-
ple would try to infiltrate 
to Meghalaya that shares 
a 900 km long border with 
Assam.

The deputy chief min-
ister said the government 
would examine the peti-
tion and make a decision

Kolkata, Aug. 1 (IANS): Sikkim 
will soon have an advance warn-
ing system against landslides 
that would enable authorities 
to safely evacuate people before 
disaster strikes, experts said here 
on Wednesday.

The system, being installed by 
the Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, 
ranked India’s eight best universi-
ty by the ministry of union human 
resource development’s National 
Institute Ranking Framework 
for 2018 -- and co-funded by the 
ministry of earth sciences, targets 
the Sikkim-Darjeeling belt, which 
is among the world’s most promi-
nent “landslide hotspots”.

The new IoT (Internet of 
Things) system for landslides, that 
is being put in place, is custom 
developed for Himalayan geology, 
said Maneesha Sudheer, Direc-
tor, Center for Wireless Networks 
and Applications, Amrita Vishwa 

Vidyapeetham. Sudheer, Awho 
spearheads landslide research 
at the university, said the system 
consists of over 200 sensors which 
can measure geophysical and hy-
drological parameters like rainfall, 
pore pressure and seismic activity.

“It will monitor a densely pop-
ulated area spanning 150 acres 
around the Chandmari village in 
Sikkim’s Gangtok area. This area 
has seen landslides in the past, the 
first one being reported in 1997,” 
she said.

The system collects real-time, 
continuous data from the sensors, 
performs basic analysis at the 
Field Management Center (FMC) 
located on the site in Sikkim, and 
relays it to the Data Management 
Center (DMC) at the university 
centre in Kerala’s Kollam district.

“The university researchers 
are using the data to characterise 
and learn the geological and hy-

drological nature and response 
of the hill with respect to the 
dynamic and real-time metero-
logical variations to develop the 
Landslide Early Warning Model 
for that area,” she said.

To improve the system’s reli-
ability and enhance the early 
warning duration, a three-level 
Landslide Early Warning Model 
has been developed.

The first level, based on rain-
fall threshold, has successfully 
completed the testing phase and 
is ready to go live and issue alerts 
for potential landslides at the 
state level. In the second level, the 
system would generate a Factor 
of Safety (FOS) value for various 
points on the hill in real-time 
that will provide a more specific 
warning for the Chandmari region 
based on the rainfall, moisture 
and pore pressure sensor data 
from the field.

In the third level, the system 
would use data derived from the 
movement and vibrational sen-
sors to issue landslide detection 
warning, she pointed out.

“This multi-level warning sys-
tem will help disaster manage-
ment authorities to take steps to 
mitigate and manage potential 
landslide threats in a proactive 
and effective manner”, she said.

As part of the project, Several 
Acommunity engagement pro-
grams have been performed to 
disseminate knowledge regarding 
the impact of the landslides, the 
working of the proposed warning 
system and its capability to warn 
about imminent landslides,” she 
said.  The university had earlier in-
stalled a landslide warning system 
in Kerala’s Munnar district, which 
has issued several successful 
warnings till date, said university 
Vice Chancellor Venkat Rangan.

Imphal Aug. 1 (IANS): A 
driver of a Manipur Con-
gress legislator, being 
probed by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
for the missing pistols 
from Manipur Rifles’ ar-
moury, was on Wednesday 
produced before an NIA 
court which remanded 
him in the agency’s cus-
tody for three days, police 
said.

The NIA arrested T. 
Diamond, the MLA’s driv-
er, on Monday night.

The NIA raided the 
house of Congress MLA, 

Yamthong Haokip, on July 
30 and recovered five guns, 
including a 9 mm pistol, 
which is believed to be 
one of the missing hand 
guns. The four other guns 
are being verified, police 
sources said. 

Cash and gold were 
also recovered during the 
raid, the sources added.

The MLA has not been 
arrested although a case 
has been registered against 
him, police said. Haokip is 
undergoing treatment in 
a private hospital as he 
complained of chest pain. 

Some months ago, 
65 9 mm pistols and 58 
magazines were reported 
missing from the armoury 
of 2 Manipur Rifles in Im-
phal during an inventory 
check. 

The Manipur govern-
ment handed over the case 
to NIA on April 1.

Chief Minister N. Bi-
ren, who is also in charge 
of Home, has said: “It is 
a serious offence since 
it concerns national se-
curity. We hope that the 
whole truth will be un-
earthed.”

Imphal Aug. 1 (IANS): Normal life was disrupted in Ma-
nipur on Wednesday following a one-day strike called 
by three organisations demanding that any accord with 
the Naga group NSCN(IM) should not compromise Ma-
nipur’s territory and interest.

The strike was called by United Committee Manipur 
(UCM), All Manipur United Clubs Organisation and Com-
mittee on Civil Societies Kangleipak. It was supported by 
all major civil organisations. 

Sunil Karam, president of the UCM said: “The Central 
interlocutor has raised several points that go against the 
assurances that the proposed peace agreement would not 
affect Manipur’s territory, and that all stakeholders would 
be taken into confidence.” 

Chief Minister N. Biren recently led a BJP team to urge 
the central leaders to take note of people’s interests. A 
special session of the Manipur Assembly has been called 
on August 10 to discuss the framework agreement with 
Naga groups.  Congress leader and former Chief Minister 
Okram Ibobi said his party had boycotted the all-party 
meeting convened by the Chief Minister recently. 

Shillong, Aug. 1 (PTI): Niti 
Aayog Vice Chairman Ra-
jiv Kumar concluded a 
two-day brainstorming 
sessions with Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma, his cabinet col-
leagues and top officials 
here today to design blue-
print for “new Meghalaya 
2022” when the national 
games will be held here.

The Meghalaya gov-
ernment and Niti Aayog 
will work as partners to 
achieve this, Kumar told 
reporters. He said wherev-
er they find any difficulty 
they can contact us.

Kumar said the meet-
ing further discussed 
about constraints and bot-
tlenecks the state is fac-

ing in terms of education, 
connectivity and power 
issues.

We spoke about sev-
eral constrains and bot-
tlenecks the state is facing 
for example in terms of 
education sector, lack of 
trained teachers, lack of 
electricity connections in 
the schools, lack of proper 
mobile connectivity in 
border areas, the Niti Aay-
og official said.

He added Niti Aayog 
will take up the matter 
with the concerned de-
partments of the central 
government.

The Central planning 
body has also suggested 
the state government to 
look for private invest-

ments in tourism sector.
Meanwhile, chief min-

ister Conrad K Sangma 
said, Kumar has assured 
complete support to re-
solve the issues that are 
there and the challenges 
that we are facing.

Elaborating on the 
blueprint for new Meg-
halaya, the Chief Minister 
said, this blue print will 
allow us to see all the de-
partments separately, see 
the challenges associated 
to them and work in time 
bound manner and target 
based manner.

In the meeting the 
chief minister also sought 
Niti Aayogs help in several 
pending projects in the 
state.

Itanagar, Aug. 1 (PTI): At least 20 fami-
lies were rendered homeless and 35 
shops were reduced to ashes in a fire 
which broke out Roing township in 
Lower Dibang Valley district of Arunachal 
Pradesh, officials in the district said today.

However, no casualty has been re-
ported.

The fire was spotted at around 8.15 
pm yesterday at Middle Market Line 
and at least five fire tenders fought for 
several hours to douse the flame, the 

sources said.
Altogether 51 members of 11 such 

families were given shelter at the gov-
ernment Circuit House and the Anchal 
Samiti hall at Roing and food and relief 
materials provided to them.

Immediate monetary relief as relief 
has been provided to all the families by 
the administration as per norms, the of-
ficials said. Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
expressed grief and concern over the fire 
incident.

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
Joysagar army camp, un-
der Dao Division carried 
out flood relief operations 
in Sivsagar district of up-
per Assam on July 31. Ac-
cording to a press note 
from Colonel C Konwer, 
public relation officer 
(Defence), hundreds of 
marooned villagers were 
rescued due to the joint ef-
forts of the Army and civil 
administration. 

The floods occurred 
due to heavy rainfall in 
the region, due to which 
the Dikhow river, a major 
tributary of the Brah-
maputra river started 
flowing above the danger 
level. Under the pressure 
of the overflowing river 

and the incessant rain-
fall, the river embank-
ments caved in causing 
it to inundate the low 
lying villages along the 
course of the river.  This 
resulted in hundreds of 
local inhabitants includ-
ing women and children 
getting marooned in iso-
lated locations with their 
houses and belongings 
getting deluged. 

The Army in collabora-
tion with the civil admin-
istration was constantly 
monitoring the situation 
especially the water level 
of the Dikhow river and 
had kept its teams on 
standby, ready to launch at 
short notice. Moment the 
civil administration requi-

sitioned the requirement 
of Army columns, the 
teams were immediately 
launched into flood relief 
operations.  41 families 
were rescued by the army 
and assistance was pro-
vided in rescuing another 
31.  The rescued villagers 
were shifted to a secure 
location away from flood 
waters subsequently.

The Army teams will 
continue to carry out re-
lief and rescue operations 
and carry out stabilisation 
tasks like medical assist-
ance, food distribution, 
provision of shelters and 
strengthening of the riv-
er embankments as and 
when required, added the 
note.

 Security forces carrying out rescue operations in upper Assam.

  Mirror Crossword 1896sud0ku 1736
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. A liquid used for printing or writing 

or drawing
 4. Wine bottle
 8. Arabian sultanate
 12. Destroy a limb
 13. Seed coat
 14. Cornbread
 15. Sheds
 17. Current
 18. A bog
 19. Giant
 21. Mine entrance
 23. Having ears or earlike appendages
 26. Portent
 29. A person with the same name as 

another
 31. John __, English statesman (1584-

1643)
 32. Renaissance card game
 33. Drive
 34. Champleve
 36. Turfs
 37. Walking sticks
 38. Edible lily bulb
 40. Humanities
 42. Most scarce
 46. A way to confine
 48. The academic world
 50. Cain’s brother
 51. Egyptian queen of the gods
 52. Kind or sort
 53. Actor Griffith or commentator 

Rooney
 54. Sleigh
 55. Caviar 

 DOWN
 1. Muslim leader
 2. Indo-Malayan chevrotain 

somewhat larger than the kanchil
 3. __ Kristofferson, actor
 4. Having the head uncovered
 5. Used of the first or
      originating agent

 6. A social or business 
relationship

 7. As well
 8. Theaters
 9. Slow (music)
 10. Not or 11. Horse noise
 16. Niger-Congo language
 20. Odd person
 22. Counterpoises

 24. Supplemented with 
difficulty

 25. D D D D
 26. Oil cartel
 27. Tropical Asian starlings
 28. Gave forth
 30. Not extreme 
 32. Exam
 35. Just

 36. An open skin infection
 39. Fish
 41. Impudent
 43. Chieftain
 44. A cylindrical tower
 45. Seize
 46. The cry made by sheep
 47. Airborne (abbrev.)
 49. UC Berkeley

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1735

SOLUtiOnS tO CROSSWORd 1895

ation after the final draft 
of NRC was published on 
July 30.

Deb, who visited Nag-
pur on Tuesday and met 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat, said: “Everything 
is in order in Tripura and 
everyone has valid papers. 
Hence, it is not an issue in 
Tripura.”



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 1st August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-324/18/3449-50   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Tiachungba -Vrs- Lily. S. Swu  resident of  Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 01.09.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tiachungba
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1578
Dag No: 2200/2202, Area: 00-00-18
North: T.Ao, South: S.Sangtam, 
East: Amenba Ao, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-5818

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 1st August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-326/18/3452-53   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Imti 
Jamir -Vrs- X. Zhekiye Sema resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 01.09.18. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Imti Jamir
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1746
Dag No: 204/2401, Area: 00-01-15
North: Hetoi Swu, South: App Road, 
East: Rameshwar, West: Kiumung Jekhier

NOTICE

D-5819

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 1st August 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-327/18/3466-67   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Sashimong Pongener -Vrs- Lansothung Lotha resident of Duncan 
Bosti Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 01.09.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Sashimong Pongener
Village/Block No: 4, Patta No: 340
Dag No: 604, Area: 00B-02K-17Ls
North: Plot of Wati Arnok, South: Plot of Temsuwati, 
East: Plot of Temjenmeren, West: Plot of Limanungsang

NOTICE

D-5821

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 31st July 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given that  
Chang Baptist Church Dimapur resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.1921, Dag 
No.971/2202 measuring an area 00-00-12 located 
at Block No/Village.04, Mouza No.02 which has 
been located mortgage in the NSCB Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 07.08.18.

NOTICE

D-5820

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL WELFARE

NAGALAND KOHIMA
NO.SW/ICDS/CRECHE-1/2018/1060  /Dt. Kohima, the 31st July 2018

ADVERTISEMENT
NGOs/Voluntary Organisations interested in running National Creche 
Scheme for Children of Working Mothers may submit Application to the 
Director of Social Welfare, Nagaland on or before 15th of August 2018 
during office hours with the following documents. 
1. Registration Copy of the NGO/Voluntary Organization under the 

Societies Act 1860. 
2. Brief history of the Institution, its Objectives and Activities. 
3. Three years Annual Activities Report. 
4. Three years Audited Statement of the NGO/VO. 
5. Details of PAN, Aadhaar Number, Unique ID generated from NGO PS Portal. 
6. E-mail ID & Mobile Number of the functionaries. 

Sd/- 
(T. MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)  

Director KG-2708

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
PHQ(C-1)2/90(Pt)/1573  Dated Kma the 1st  Aug’2018

NOTIFICATION
With reference to this office notification of even No.PHQ(C-1)2/90(Pt)/1419 Dated 

Kohima the 24th July ’2018, the result of the Mains Examination for the post of LDA-cum- 
Computer Asst (Directorate / District) under Police Department which was conducted 
on 28/07/2018 is shown in the table below:

1. Computer Practical Exam will be held on 03.08.2018 from 0900 hrs onwards at PHQ, 
Conference Hall as per  the Shift indicated below:

2. Candidates are directed to bring their Original Registration Card during the Practical 
Examination.

3. Candidates are directed to bring their Original Registration Card alongwith all 
Original Documents submitted at the time of Registration during the Viva-Voce/
Interview which will be conducted on 04.08.2018  starting from 0900 hrs at PHQ 
Conference HAll.  

4. Candidates are advised to report timely during the Practical Exam and the Viva-
Voce/Interview. 

Sd/-
(JOSEPH HESSO) IPS

Dy. Inspector General of Police (Hqr)
Nagaland, Kohima.

(i) Sl. No. 01 to 20 : 0900 hrs to 1000 hrs.
(ii) Sl. NO. 21 to 40 : 1000hrs to 1100 hrs.
(iii) Sl. No. 41 to 60 : 1100 hrs to 1200 hrs.
(iv) Sl. No. 61 to 80 : 1200 hrs to 1300 hrs.
(v) Sl. No. 81 to 102 : 1300 hrs to 1400 hrs.

REGISTRATION NOS OF THE QUALIFIED CANDITATES

Instructions

SL.NO REG.NO
1 14
2 31
3 59
4 114
5 116
6 137
7 191
8 334
9 347
10 389
11 475
12 501
13 521
14 529
15 561
16 602
17 817
18 818
19 882
20 886
21 1026
22 1093
23 1132
24 1285
25 1293

26 1295
27 1341
28 1354
29 1415
30 1498
31 1502
32 1531
33 1560
34 1602
35 1617
36 1646
37 1695
38 1739
39 1757
40 1785
41 1787
42 1876
43 1938
44 2020
45 2027
46 2090
47 2114
48 2143
49 2216
50 2359
51 2589

52 2632
53 2787
54 2800
55 2863
56 2893
57 2899
58 2920
59 3098
60 3208
61 3243
62 3316
63 3324
64 3330
65 3331
66 3342
67 3428
68 3492
69 3513
70 3680
71 3826
72 4199
73 4452
74 4470
75 4623
76 4864
77 4911

78 5027
79 5036
80 5158
81 5428
82 5601
83 5648
84 5769
85 5888
86 6152
87 6245
88 6371
89 6381
90 6403
91 6449
92 6505
93 6628
94 6693
95 6771
96 6830
97 6889
98 6985
99 6995
100 7056
101 7057
102 7096

KG-2709

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. KHRIELIEHU THUR S/o LT. KHOKHRIE-Ü resident of 
Kitsubozou, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late Mother- Bank A/C No.10530639812 SBI Nagaland Sectt Branch. 
Who expired on 15.06.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V              Dated Kohima, the 27th July, 2018

KG-2710

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. AZIULIE W/o LT. PUIKOHANGBE, Peon, Dte of Vety & A.H. Nagaland, 
Kohima resident of Poilwa Namci Village, Peren has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband-Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & 
other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20060200760 SBI Peren. LIC Policy No.IN 
3745210 SBI Life-Smart Money Back Gold. Who expired on 10.06.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V              Dated Kohima, the 27th July, 2018

KG-2711

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. MHASIZOVO ZECHO S/O LT. VIKROSA ANGAMI, Pensioner 
resident of Kezo Town (Chakhabama) has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late father-Pension P.O. No. NL/S/11834 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank 
A/C No.08990100002988 U.C.O Bank, Kohima Branch. Who expired on 01.02.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V              Dated Kohima, the 27th July, 2018

KG-2712

Loving Children & Grandchildren

Dear Apo, 
20 years have passed since you left us on 02-08-1998 at 5:00 A.M.  

on a SUNDAY morning to be with the Lord. Your deeds gave us courage, 
strength, and opened paths for us. Your memories are still fresh in our 
hearts, especially your contributions towards your family and the Nagas 
in general, by being the - 

- First person to join the Naga National Movement as Naga Army, Roll.
No.1 (one), 2nd Lieutenant in NHG/NSG 5th Batallion Naga Army on 03-
01-1956, and took part in various other capacities for the Nagas.

-  Treasurer, Naga Kuotsu Union.
-  Judicial Member of Southern Angami in 1993.  
- Chairman, Phesama Village Council in 1988, and served in                       
- Other Organizations including Khel, Clan etc. in various capacities till 

your last breath.
Thank you

KOLEZHŰ MOTONYŰ KUOTSU
20th Death Anniversary, 02-08-2018

K-1815
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Henry Zeliang addressing trainees during orientation programme at IETC in Medziphema, on August 1.

Temjen Imna Along along with other BJP officials after the meeting in Wokha town on July 31.

State BJP president 
appeals to strengthen party

State BJP reconstitutes new team

IETC organises orientation programme

Chozuba sub-division holds coordination meeting

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): As directed 
by the central leadership, president 
of the state unit Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Temjen Imna Along, has 
reconstituted the state team by ap-
pointing new members with other 
responsibilities.

In a press release issued by the 
party general secretary, K James 
Vizo, the president has appointed 
Benjamin Yepthomi as president of 
state BJYM (Yuva Morcha), Senkat-
hung Jami as president of state kisan 
morcha, Cheong Konyak as presi-
dent of state ST morcha, Rajiv Jha as 
president of state minority morcha, 
and Nini Cheng as president of state 
BJMM (Mahila Morcha).

The state president has also 

appointed P Kavili Achumi from 
Kohima as general secretary at-
tached to BJP head office, Kohima; 
Subenthung Kithan from Wokha as 
vice president in-charge of BJYM; 
Kevidezo Peter Rutsa from Ko-
hima as vice president in-charge 
for Dimpur district; Kuputo Shohe 
from Kohima as chief spokesperson 
in-charge of Phek; and H Thong 
from Dimapur as spokesperson in-
charge of Peren.

State general secretary K James 
Vizo has been appointed in-charge 
of Kohima, while vice president 
Dr. Sukhato A Sema and secretary 
Atila Phom have been appointed in-
charge of Mokokchung, vice presi-
dent Hurui Zeliang and spokesman 

Hokaito Zhimomi in-charge of Zun-
heboto, spokesman Lanuakum Ao 
in-chrage of Tuensang, vice presi-
dent L Thsangse Sangtam and sec-
retary B Peniang in-charge of Mon, 
secretary Khiubamdi Chewang in-
charge of Wokha, secretary Zaveyi 
Kezo in-charge of Kiphire, secretary 
N Khongwang Konyak in-charge of 
Longleng, spokesman Pithrongse 
Sangtam in-charge of Noklak, and 
organising secretary Ananta Mishra 
in-charge of organisation matters.

State secretary Khevishe Sema 
has been appointed in-charge of 
BJMM, vice president Er. C Kawang 
Konyak in-charge of kisan morcha, 
and treasurer Mahesh Kotecha in-
charge of ST morcha.

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
An orientation pro-
gramme for 26th batch 
of Agricultural Extension 
Training (AET) was or-
ganised by Integrated Ex-
tension Training Institute 
(IETC), Medziphema, on 
August 1.

A detailed run through 
of the rules and regula-
tions of the training insti-
tute were imparted to the 
trainees by Dr. Watimong-
la Jamir, vice principal 
and academic in-charge, 
and Dr. Beremjungla, lec-
turer and girls’ warden 
IETC, a press release re-
ceived here on Wed nes-
day stated.

Dr. I Amenla spoke 
on the subject matters 
and explained the nature 
of each subject while ad-
ditional director of Agri-
culture, Henry Zeliang, 
department, reiterated 
the importance of tak-

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): 
In view of the forthcom-
ing Independence Day 
celebration, the addition-
al deputy commissioner 
of Chozuba, Japheth 
Woch convened a joint 
meeting on Aug. 1 at Va-
muzo Memorial Town 
Hall, Chozuba town fol-

lowed by Chozuba sub-
division head of offices 
coordination meeting. 

The meetings delib-
erated on work distribu-
tion for mass social work 
on August 11. MLA Cho-
tisuh Sazo, attended the 
meeting as speaker. The 
meeting discussed on 

STATE

Dimapur, Aug. 1 (EMN): The presi-
dent of Bharatiya Jnata Party (BJP) 
Nagaland state, Temjen Imna Along, 
has exhorted all party rank and file to 
make efforts to strengthen the party 
from top level to the grassroot level.

Addressing the party workers in 
Wokha town during a meeting on 
July 31, Imna Along cautioned the 
members against hankering for big 
post adding that their sincerity, hard 
work, dedication and integrity to-
wards the party would define them 
and gradually elevate to the higher 
positions, a press release from the 
party media cell informed.

Along said that BJP was not fa-
voured by many as they claimed the 
party to be the political wing of the 
RSS. He however stated that when 
the people voted for the party, the 
people are now eying to grab power 
by holding important posts.  

The president assured to pro-
vide monthly allowance for its office 
maintenance and added that the 
party would make assessment as to 
what could be done to improve every 
district offices. He also disclosed that 
the government is trying every possi-
bility to conduct municipal election 
smoothly in every district. 

He encouraged the gathering to 
make the habit of going to church 
and pray more. 

As a Christian BJP, he said that it 
should be the responsibility of eve-
ryone to project the image of the BJP 
as normal as any political party in a 
Christian state. He has encouraged 
to work together for peace and unity 
and let people know the love of God 
through their lifestyle, good work 
and integrity. 

Anand Narayan Mishra, BJP or-
ganising secretary, and Senkathung 
Jami, president of kisan cell, deliv-
ered short speeches. 

proxy teachers in Edu-
cation department and 
natural calamities that 
have cut off the entire 
road leading to the sub-
division. It was men-

tioned that due to the 
shortage of machineries 
it will take few more days 
to clear the roads leading 
to Kohima and district 
head quarter.

ing advantage of the two 
years training programme 
to be able to contribute 

to the department in the 
best way. He also gave a 
brief summary of the ob-

jectives of the AET which 
the trainees would have to 
adhere to. 
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Speaking Words of 
Politics, Not Wisdom   

W
ise men advise against jumping to conclu-
sions without considering issues in their 
totality. Half-knowledge is always a dan-
gerous thing. But it seems that west Ben-

gal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee is simply unaware 
about such a valuable advice. Long before the NRC 
draft was published, she had alleged that it was an at-
tempt to drive out the Bengalis from Assam and after 
the draft was published the chief minister went a cou-
ple of steps further: Talking about bloodbath and even 
civil war if the draft was not withdrawn.

Ignorance about Northeast is no crime. As well as 
being beautiful, the region is equally complex. It is not 
possible for any outsider to know about the nuances of 
the region unless one has observed it for a considerable 
period of time. Infiltration is not a new phenomenon 
in the Northeast. Outsiders have always been attracted 
to the region as it is rich in natural resources. People 
rushed into the area from all corners of the globe to 
earn their livelihood. But after years of adopting the 
outsiders with open hands, the region started feeling 
overburdened because of the abnormal increase in 
population. Job opportunities, health and education 
facilities, and land started shrinking. Such a situation 
made the youths of Assam feel the burden from the 
presence of outsiders; it began forcing the youths to 
take to the streets. Unrest gripped Assam as agitation 
against outsiders reached its peak. To restore normalcy 
the then central government led by late Rajiv Gandhi 
signed an accord with the youths which agreed to the 
NRC with August 15th, 1971 as the cut-off date.

It was not an easy task to upgrade the NRC, which 
was first published in 1951. Even before the upgrade 
began, protests were lodged from various quarters. 
Finally when the matter reached the legal authorities, 
the Supreme Court ordered that it should be done with 
a definite timeframe. Accordingly the draft was pub-
lished on the last day of the previous month. It was 
expected that many names would be missing from the 
draft. But to assure those whose names will not be in the 
draft, a person none other than Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh himself stated that no action would be 
taken on the basis of the draft. Rather everyone would 
be given enough opportunity to include their names 
in the final register. The procedures for it were also an-
nounced. More, after the draft was published, the apex 
court categorically asked the authorities not to take any 
action against those whose names are not in the draft. 
Besides, the Election Commission also announced that 
people whose names are not in the draft would be able 
to vote if their names are already in the electoral roll. So 
the allegation that the NRC draft is just a conspiracy to 
declare 40 lakh people foreigners is totally unfounded. 
On the other hand those raising the issue are indulging 
in unrest, to say the least. Unfortunately Mamata Ban-
erjee, who has emerged as the face of the opposition in 
recent times leads the pack.

Imran Khan | IANS

Amit Kapoor  | IANS

God’s power transforms.

I’ve always loved a good thunderstorm. As kids, whenever 
a storm was truly incredible—with booming thunder and 
buckets of heavy rain pounding down—my siblings and 

I would make a mad dash around the outside of our house, 
slipping and sliding along the way. When it was time to go 
back inside, we were soaked to the bone.

It was an exhilarating taste—for just a few minutes—of 
being immersed in something so powerful we couldn’t quite 
tell whether we were having fun or terrified.

This picture comes to mind when, as in Psalm 107, 
Scripture compares God’s restoration to a barren wilder-
ness transformed into “pools of water” (v. 35). Because the 
kind of storm that transforms a desert into an oasis isn’t 
a gentle shower—it’s a downpour, flooding every crack of 
parched ground with new life.

And isn’t that the kind of restoration we long for? When 
our stories feel like tales of aimless wandering because we 
are “hungry and thirsty”—starving—for healing that never 
seems to arrive (vv. 4–5), we need more than a bit of hope. 
And when deep-rooted patterns of sin leave us trapped “in 
utter darkness” (vv. 10–11), our hearts need more than a 
little change.

That’s exactly the kind of transformation our God can 
bring (v. 20). It’s never too late to bring our fears and shame 
to the One who’s more than able to break our chains and 
flood our darkness with His light (vv. 13–14).

Father, help us turn to You with our burdens, trusting 
Your love and power to write a new story of healing and 

transformation.

DAILY

PATH
Healing Flood

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 107:1–16, 35–36 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He turned the desert into pools of water and the 
parched ground into flowing springs.           

~  Psalm 107:35

Common Viral Diseases in Dog 
and Their Preventive Measures

Vulnerable South Asian Communities Gear Up to Fight Floods 

Long Road Ahead to Ending Hunger, Malnutrition Council of Nagalim 
Churches for Prayer 

on Framework 
Agreement  
Signing Day

A
mong the various causes of disease 
in pet dog, viral diseases pose a great 
threat to the dog and have significant 
impact on public health as they are 

communicable to man. Always keep the pets 
in good health with good diet. Virus usually is 
a disease of weak or immune suppressed pets.

Maintenances of an effective pet health 
schedules like timely vaccination and de-
worming are the only preventive measures for 
prevention of viral disease in dog
Some of the common viral diseases in dog 
are-

1.Rabies- it is the most dangerous and alarm-
ing viral disease of dog and is communicable to 
human being caused by Rhabdo virus. Symp-
tom includes change in normal behaviour ei-
ther over sensitive, over alert and has a tendency to 
attack and bite even without provocation, incoordina-
tion of movement, profuse salivation, inability to swal-
low.
2. Canine Distemper- is a highly contagious disease 
caused by Paramyxo virus. Incidence of the disease is 
highest in young pups. Symptom includes high fever, 
inappetance, respiratory distress, bloody diarrhoea 

and severe dehydration, watery discharge from nose 
and eyes.
3. Infectious Canine Hepatitis-caused by canine Ad-
eno virus. Symptom includes fever which fluctuates 
without returning to normal, jaundice, thirst, oedema 
of head and face.
4.Parvo virus infection –caused by a DNA virus known 
as Parvo virus. Symptom include high rise of tempera-

ture, refusal of foods, bloody diarrhoea and vomi-
tion, respiratory problem and circulatory failure
5. Canine Parainfluenza virus– caused by an RNA 
virus. Infection usually occur in upper or lower res-
piratory tract, mix infection with Bortella bacteria. 
Symptom includes cough, sneezing, nasal mucous 
discharge, lacrimation and pneumonia
Some steps to prevent and control this common 
viral disease in dog-
1. Vaccination of pups at 6-8 weeks 1st vaccina-
tion dose with multi-vaccine
2. Booster dose with multi-vaccine at 12-14 
weeks and then go for yearly vaccination
3. Anti-rabies vaccination at 2month of age and 
booster dose after 1 month if the mother is not 
vaccinated and  if the mother  is vaccinated then 
the pub can be vaccinated at 3 month of age and 
then go for yearly vaccination

4.  Deworming the dog at regular interval
5.  Regular disinfection of bedding materials
6.  Always keep your pet dog in warm, airy and hygi-

enic environment
Veterinary Hospital Kohima

(Issued in public interest)

V
ulnerable communities in four 
South Asian countries across 
the Hindu Kush Himalaya 
(HKH) region are hopeful and 

confident of fighting floods this mon-
soon, thanks to community-based flood 
early warning systems (CBFEWS).

They have joined hands with an in-
ternational organisation that set up 
CBFEWS in flood-prone Assam and Bi-
har in India, Mahotrati in Nepal, Bagh-
lan in Afghanistan and Gilgit-Baltistan in 
Pakistan.

CBFEWS is part of an international 
drive to boost resilience and adaptation 
to climate change. It aims to save lives 
and support sustainable development 
by enabling the most vulnerable to ben-
efit from effective early warning systems 
ahead of floods and flash floods. This is 
seen as a powerful and effective tool to 
reduce risks and to enhance the resil-
ience of vulnerable communities.

At the onset of the monsoon this 
year, funds were raised to repair a com-
munity-based flood early warning sys-
tem that had been damaged along the 
Ratu River near the Nepal-India border. 
The funds were raised by Yuganter, a lo-
cal NGO, and community representa-
tives led by the Mukhiya (village head) of 
Shrikhandi, Purnima Mishra. “We have 
come together as a community to take 
ahead an initiative to alert and warn us 
before flash floods,” Purnima told IANS 
on the telephone.

The system was repaired by Kath-
mandu-based International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development (ICI-
MOD) and Sustainable Eco Engineering 
(SEE), in partnership with Yuganter.

“CBFEWS provides that extra time to 
the communities, which helps them pre-

pare to save their lives and livelihoods. 
Timely preparedness is the key for a suc-
cessful CBFEWS,” Neera Shrestha Prad-
han of the ICIMOD told IANS.

She said communities are the first 
to both bear the brunt and respond to 
floods and flash floods. “However, we 
have rarely been able to provide early 
warning messages on time to the people 
who are most vulnerable.”

Pradhan, a water and adaptation 
specialist, explained how the system 
works. Its mechanics begin with a sen-
sor rod that is calibrated in consultation 
with the local communities to the specif-
ic conditions of the landscape and river 
and installed in an upstream section of a 
flood-prone river.

When water levels begin to rise dur-
ing the monsoon, the sensor sends a 
message in the form of a light and a loud 
buzzing noise to a receiver located at 
the nearby house of a resident who has 

volunteered to be the system’s local care-
taker.

“When the water is rising to danger-
ous levels, the caretaker calls or sends a 
text message to the numbers on a con-
tact list of individuals downstream as 
well as the adjacent community and 
government institutions to inform them 
of the potential flood,” said Pradhan.

A CBFEWS provides at least four 
hours of lead time for vulnerable com-
munities to respond to approach-
ing floods. The systems, which rely on 
technology and human operators, have 
saved lives and property and estab-
lished goodwill between upstream and 
downstream communities otherwise 
unknown to each other. During the 2017 
monsoon floods, CBFEWS helped save 
17 children along the Koshi River, in Ne-
pal and India.

ICIMOD provided flood monitoring 
devices and established CBFEWS with 

its partners. It will establish another 
CBFEWS in the Kabul river basin in Af-
ghanistan and provide technical support 
to Oxfam Nepal to establish a CBFEWS 
in the Mahakali River basin of Nepal

Till date ICIMOD, partners, and lo-
cal governments have come together to 
save lives from flash floods by installing 
11 such community-based flood early 
warning systems in nine tributaries of 
the Bramhaputra, Indus and Koshi riv-
ers in Afghanistan, India, Nepal and Pa-
kistan.

With climate change a reality now 
and the HKH region witnessing an in-
crease in disaster-like extreme weath-
er such as floods and flash floods, a 
community-based flood early warning 
system is the cheapest and easy way to 
adapt to the change.

(Imran Khan can be contacted at 
imran.k@ians.in)

T
he UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) incorporate 
zero hunger as one of the 17 tar-
gets to be achieved by 2030 for a 

sustainable future. The criticality of this 
goal lies in the fact that removing hun-
ger -- and malnutrition -- from the world 
is intertwined with the other goals such 
as ending poverty, providing universal 
quality education and promoting lifelong 
learning, sustainable economic growth 
and employment, good health and well-
being.

Any failure to achieve the zero hun-
ger target by 2030 will result in the other 
SDGs not being fulfilled and impede so-
cial progress in the world.

Looking at the progress the world has 
made so far on eradicating hunger, there 
has been a global decline in the number 
of undernourished people from 900 mil-
lion in 2000 to 775 million in 2013, ris-
ing to 777 million in 2015 and estimated 
to have increased to 815 million in 2016. 
This recent increase is largely due to the 
deterioration in the prevalence of under-
nourishment in Sub-Saharan Africa and 
Southeast Asia.

According to the latest estimates of 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), the proportion of population that 
is undernourished in Sub-Saharan Africa 
increased from 20.8 per cent in 2015 to 
22.7 per cent in 2016; and in Southeast 
Asia, it increased from 9.4 per cent in 2015 
to 11.5 per cent in 2016. In terms of the 
number of undernourished people, Sub-
Saharan Africa has 224 millione, account-
ing for 25 percent of 815 million under-
nourished population of the world. On 
the other side, Southeast Asia has nearly 
74 million undernourished people, ac-
counting for about 9 per cent of the total 
undernourished population of the world 
(FAO, 2017).

Other sub-regions of Asia, for in-
stance, East and South Asia, together ac-

count for nearly 51 per cent of the total 
world population of the undernourished. 
While, owing to the large population size, 
there is a predominance of the under-
nourished people in these regions, the 
countries here have also shown an im-
provement in their food security status 
which has decreased the number of un-
dernourished people from 178.4 million 
in 2010 to an estimate of 145.5 million in 
2016 in East Asia, and from 271.4 million 
in 2010 to 266.8 million in 2016 in South 
Asia (FAO, 2017).

While strong economic growth and 
low and stable inflation have resulted in 
increased food security in East and South 
Asia, and has, consequently, led to a de-
cline in the extent of undernourishment 
in these regions, factors such as climate-
related supply shocks and conflicts and vi-
olence -- and sometimes a combination of 
the two phenomenon -- have affected re-
gions like Sub-Saharan Africa and South-
east Asia, and have worsened the food se-
curity in these regions in recent years.

In Southeast Asia, since countries 
such as Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Mongolia, Timor-Leste and Vietnam suf-
fered production losses in agriculture due 
to the poor weather conditions linked to 
the El Niño phenomenon, revamping the 
agriculture sector to make it less vulner-
able to climatic extremities can minimise 
the food insecurity and prevalence of un-
dernourishment. Currently, efforts are on 
in these countries to make the agriculture 
sector more climate resilient. However, 
the vulnerability of the sector to weath-
er-related supply shocks needs to be ad-
dressed on a more urgent basis by scaling 
up programmes to mentor and educate 
farmers, improve water management sys-
tems, scale up research and development 
efforts on high-yielding crop varieties, 
and also develop food depots and storage 
facilities that can withstand typhoons.

Moreover, efforts should also be 
stepped up to bring in universal crop in-
surance and targeted safety nets. To im-

plement these programmes, public and 
private investment in climate-smart tech-
nologies must be ensured, along with an 
enabling an institutional environment.

Countries in Sub-Saharan Africa which 
have been affected by adverse weather 
conditions linked to El Niño, along with 
the increased number of violent conflicts, 
face rising food insecurity from disrupted 
food production and, consequently, in-
creasing levels of undernourishment of 
its people. The devastating effects of con-
flicts have been severe in countries such 
as Nigeria, South Sudan and Somalia, 
where 15.8 million people face severe food 
insecurity. In addition to the detrimental 
effect conflicts have on the severity of 
food insecurity, there is a growing concern 
in these countries on the conflicts which 
are triggered by the presence of food inse-
curity and malnutrition.

Though the target of zero hunger 
doesn’t seem unachievable, there is a long 
road which leads to it. Addressing the con-
cerns of distraught farmers affected by 
adverse weather conditions or by provid-
ing assistance to the population affected 
by conflicts, is very critical for achieving 
food and nutrition security. The returns 
on the investment in transforming the 
agricultural sector and in social protec-
tion systems is definitely greater than be-
ing trapped in the vicious circle of food 
insecurity and conflicts. While a strong 
economic growth potential is necessary 
for lowering the prevalence of undernour-
ished in the East Asia and South Asia sub-
regions, solutions for weather-related ex-
ternalities and conflicts are also necessary 
for achieving zero hunger in the world.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute 
for Competitiveness, India. The 

views expressed are personal. He 
can be contacted at amit.kapoor@

competitiveness.in and tweets @
kautiliya. Deepti Mathur, senior 

researcher at large with Institute for 
Competitiveness has contributed to the 

article)

1. On behalf of the program 
committee for the 3rd August 
Framework Agreement Com-
memoration Day, the General 
Secretary, CNC informs to all the 
NSCN members, Army Units 
and Commanders and Regions 
and CAOs to organise and hold 
Thanksgiving Prayer Service 
in their respective headquar-
ters and places on 3rd August 
2018 in commemoration of the 
Frame Work Agreement signed 
between India and NSCN. 

2. All the nation loving citizens are 
also requested to hold thanks-
giving prayer service on the 
same day for the same reason in 
their own respective places and 
churches.

3. NSCN members who are living 
in and around Dimapur and 
Peren Districts are requested 
to attend the service at CHQ 
Church, Hebron. Service starts 
at 9 am.
It’s time for the Nagas to pray 

for India so that they may receive 
double fold blessing and courage to 
solve the issue early.

It’s time for us to pray for our 
own people so that we all may 
come and live together as a nation 
before God and the world.

May God Gracious Bless the Na-
gas and the Indians.

Rev. Seksim Kasar
General Secretary, CNC

EM Images
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Sahar Seif and Jennifer Provencher | The Conversation

Robert Noggle | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Cool your jets 
today, Aries. This is a good time to stop 
and focus on you. Make sure to give your 
body the respect it deserves. Make sure 

you’re fostering the kind of character you wish to 
become. Base your self-image on something inter-
nal rather than an external craving for attention 
from others. Your true beauty lies within.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your brain 
and warrior instincts are in agreement 
today, Taurus. Team up with others who 
share similar thoughts and desires. Con-

versations can be extremely rewarding. You’re apt 
to learn a lot about yourself. Don’t be afraid to share 
deep thoughts and emotions. Your willingness to ex-
press yourself demonstrates how comfortable you 
are with your actions and feelings.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Something or 
someone could confront you today, Gem-
ini. Try not to assume things about the 
situation before you know all the facts. If 

a piece of the puzzle is still in question, face the is-
sue right away. Your sensitivity is precious, wheth-
er you realize it or not. Small things can slowly eat 
away at your psyche until they’re addressed and 
dealt with.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Have no fear 
today, Cancer. You have the power and 
mental capacity to cut through just about 
anything. Don’t let fear or regret hold you 

back. Clear the path and be strong in your approach 
to the new and different. Stay on target and be bold 
in your actions. You have the ability to conquer new 
literal and figurative lands. Release mental blocks 
that might hinder your success.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Don’t worry about 
not being on the right path, Leo, because you 
are. You seem to always be in the right place 
at the right time. There’s no need to feel regret 

or shame about things that have happened in the past. 
Turn negative experiences into lessons for a better fu-
ture. Even though you may not be able to change a cer-
tain situation, you can at least change your reaction to it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A war could be 
brewing in your world today, Virgo. Emo-
tionally charged arguments shoot back and 
forth with conviction. Try not to get dis-

couraged. Don’t burn any bridges either. Remember 
that your words may fall on extremely sensitive ears, 
so use them with care. There’s a very active part of 
your psyche that needs to be heard. Feel free to say 
your peace openly and honestly.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): An inner voice is 
warning you to slow down, Libra. It’s prob-
ably best if you take a break and let some-
one else take the lead. Concentrate on 

matters at home and take care of issues that crop up 
among loved ones. It’s quite possible that an argu-
ment is brewing. Whether you realize it or not, there 
are serious issues that need to be addressed.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today is a 
fantastic day to take action, Scorpio. Your 
eagerness to strike out for new territory 
is heightened by a drive to experience the 

unknown. Take an internal journey and see what 
kind of wonderful things you can discover. There’s a 
tremendous strength inside you that doesn’t always 
get to show itself. This is the perfect day to prove 
your courage to the world.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Think 
before you act today, Sagittarius. Rash 
moves are likely to get you into trouble. An 
annoying interruption in your daily routine 

could throw you off guard. Sit down and think about 
the situation before you act too hastily. Bumps in 
the road are often messages from the Universe that 
you’re moving too quickly and carelessly. It’s time to 
slow down.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today is 
a great day to act on things that have been 
brewing in your brain for quite some time, 
Capricorn. Perhaps you’ve been feeling un-

sure of yourself. It’s OK to surrender and admit that you 
just don’t have all the answers. Use this as an opportunity 
to restructure and rebuild. Embrace the unknown rather 
than fear or resist it. This is a great time to move toward it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Be a bit 
more sensitive with your words today, 
Aquarius. Your mind is apt to be especially 
active and even a bit restless. This is more 

than likely a signal to get more of your opinions out 
into the world. As you do, make sure you take into 
account the feelings of others. People might have 
quite a different reaction to the same situation. Re-
spect opposing viewpoints.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your mind is 
clear and your sensitivity focused, Pisces. 
Now is a good time to make a move. Don’t 
let insecurity or fear keep you from pursu-

ing your dreams. Realize that action you take today 
doesn’t need to be a bold outward movement in or-
der to be effective. In truth, quite the contrary is true. 
You can accomplish a great deal by turning thought 
and energy inward.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

All-You-Can-Eat Landfill Buffet Spells Trouble for Birds

How to Tell the Difference Between Persuasion and Manipulation

A
mong all the types of waste 
we generate, plastic tends 
to pose the greatest prob-
lems.

Plastic has helped save lives — 
in the form of medical equipment, 
for example. But plastic has also 
become common in places where 
it is unnecessary. Do we really need 
disposable cups, knives, straws and 
forks?

These single-use products lay 
scattered across my university cam-
pus and drift throughout the city. 
Once in the environment, plastics 
pose chemical and physical risks 
to marine and terrestrial environ-
ments — and the animals that live 
there. These risks can be seen in 
marine birds like gulls.

Gulls are common birds that are 
often found in places where there 
is also plastic waste, hence they are 
good indicators of debris. Most pre-
vious gull studies have not looked 
closely at what types of debris gulls 
ingest, and those that have were un-
clear or inconclusive.

So, last year we decided to take a 
closer look.

Urban gulls
Our research on debris ingestion fo-
cused on gull species that — despite 
being the main species at landfill 
sites and urban areas — have not 
been widely studied.

We studied the stomach con-
tents of 41 birds, belonging to three 
gull species — Great Black-backed 
gulls, Herring gulls and Iceland gulls.

The majority of the 284 pieces 
of debris we picked out of the gulls’ 
stomachs were plastic (59 per cent). 
They were larger and heavier than 
the debris seen in other studies, 
possibly due to the bird’s proxim-
ity to an urban area. Because gulls 
can regurgitate indigestible items, 
it’s possible that the birds had eaten 
more debris than we found.

The debris ranged from pellets 
the size of a needle point to whole 
pieces of plastic such as a cheese 
wrapper, or other debris such as 
glass. The majority were single-use 
items.
Plastic effects
Despite the plastic, glass and card-
board products they had ingested, 
the birds in our study appeared to 

be in reasonably good health.
However, other gull studies have 

found that eating garbage can limit 
the bird’s reproductive success. 
Among gulls, garbage consumption 
has been linked to poor egg quality 
and lower hatching and growth suc-
cess of chicks.

Even though gulls have the abili-
ty to regurgitate materials, they may 
be exposed to high levels of chemical 
contaminants such as polychlorin-
ated biphenyls absorbed by plastics 
from the environment, or bisphenol 
A an organic synthetic compound 
often in plastic products.

These compounds cause egg 
mortality, can lead to the birth of a 
greater proportion of female birds 
and contribute to decline in bird 
populations.

Other birds, including albatross, 
cannot regurgitate indigestible 
debris. The material can become 
lodged in their digestive tracts and 
obstruct the passage of food. This 
can lead to poor health, poor repro-
ductive success and even death.
Refuse, re-use
As long as waste-management fa-
cilities are readily available and ac-
cessible, debris will continue to end 
up in natural environments.

The open access aspect of land-
fill facilities allows for lightweight 
debris to spread, entering water 
bodies and causing further de-
bris exposure for marine species. 
Through this exposure, birds like 
gulls are able to swallow plastic de-
bris or become entangled in it.

Improving landfill facilities is 
only one part of several necessary 

changes. Individuals also need to 
make more environmentally con-
scious choices.

We can buy fewer plastic prod-
ucts or items in plastic packaging. 
We can also refuse single-use dis-
posable plastic items such as straws, 
plastic bags, Styrofoam containers 
and so on.

These seemingly insignificant 

decisions would collectively vis-
ibly reduce plastic waste and our 
overall garbage footprint — and put 
less waste into landfills and into the 
mouths of birds.

(Sahar Seif is an undergraduate 
student at Carleton University. 

Jennifer Provencher is a 
Postdoctoral fellow at Acadia 

University)

C
alling someone manipulative is 
a criticism of that person’s char-
acter. Saying that you have been 
manipulated is a complaint about 

having been treated badly. Manipulation is 
dodgy at best, and downright immoral at 
worst. But why is this? What’s wrong with 
manipulation? Human beings influence 
each other all the time, and in all sorts of 
ways.  But what sets manipulation apart 
from other influences, and what makes it 
immoral?

We are constantly subject to attempts at 
manipulation. Here are just a few examples. 
There is ‘gaslighting’, which involves en-
couraging someone to doubt her own judg-
ment and to rely on the manipulator’s ad-
vice instead. Guilt trips make someone feel 
excessively guilty about failing to do what 
the manipulator wants her to do. Charm of-
fensives and peer pressure induce someone 
to care so much about the manipulator’s 
approval that she will do as the manipula-
tor wishes.

Advertising manipulates when it en-
courages the audience to form untrue be-
liefs, as when we are told to believe that 
fried chicken is a health food, or faulty as-
sociations, as when Marlboro cigarettes are 
tied to the rugged vigour of the Marlboro 
Man. Phishing and other scams manipu-
late their victims through a combination 
of deception (from outright lies to spoofed 
phone numbers or URLs) and playing on 
emotions such as greed, fear or sympathy. 
Then there is more straightforward manip-
ulation, perhaps the most famous example 
of which is when Iago manipulates Othello 
to create suspicion about Desdemona’s fi-
delity, playing on his insecurities to make 
him jealous, and working him up into a rage 
that leads Othello to murder his beloved. 
All these examples of manipulation share 
a sense of immorality. What is it that they 
have in common?

Perhaps manipulation is wrong because 
it harms the person being manipulated. 
Certainly, manipulation often harms. If 
successful, manipulative cigarette ads con-
tribute to disease and death; manipulative 
phishing and other scams facilitate identity 
theft and other forms of fraud; manipula-
tive social tactics can support abusive or 
unhealthy relationships; political manipu-
lation can foment division and weaken de-
mocracy. But manipulation is not always 
harmful.

Suppose that Amy just left an abusive-
yet-faithful partner, but in a moment of 
weakness she is tempted to go back to him. 
Now imagine that Amy’s friends employ the 

same techniques that Iago used on Othello. 
They manipulate Amy into (falsely) believ-
ing – and being outraged – that her ex-part-
ner was not only abusive, but unfaithful as 
well. If this manipulation prevents Amy 
from reconciling, she might be better off 
than she would have been had her friends 
not manipulated her. Yet, to many, it could 
still seem morally dodgy. Intuitively, it would 
have been morally better for her friends to 
employ non-manipulative means to help 
Amy avoid backsliding. Something remains 
morally dubious about manipulation, even 
when it helps rather than harms the person 
being manipulated. So harm cannot be the 
reason that manipulation is wrong.

Perhaps manipulation is wrong because 
it involves techniques that are inherently 
immoral ways to treat other human beings. 
This thought might be especially appealing 
to those inspired by Immanuel Kant’s idea 
that morality requires us to treat each other 
as rational beings rather than mere objects. 
Perhaps the only proper way to influence 
the behaviour of other rational beings is 
by rational persuasion, and thus any form 
of influence other than rational persuasion 
is morally improper. But for all its appeal, 
this answer also falls short, for it would 

condemn many forms of influence that are 
morally benign.

For example, much of Iago’s manipula-
tion involves appealing to Othello’s emo-
tions. But emotional appeals are not always 
manipulative. Moral persuasion often ap-
peals to empathy, or attempts to convey 
how it would feel to have others doing to 
you what you are doing to them. Similarly, 
getting someone to fear something that re-
ally is dangerous, to feel guilty about some-
thing that really is immoral, or to feel a rea-
sonable level of confidence in one’s actual 
abilities, do not seem like manipulation. 
Even invitations to doubt one’s own judg-
ment might not be manipulative in situa-
tions where – perhaps due to intoxication 
or strong emotions – there really is good 
reason to do so. Not every form of non-ra-
tional influence seems to be manipulative.

It appears, then, that whether an influ-
ence is manipulative depends on how it is 
being used. Iago’s actions are manipulative 
and wrong because they are intended to get 
Othello to think and feel the wrong things. 
Iago knows that Othello has no reason to 
be jealous, but he gets Othello to feel jeal-
ous anyway. This is the emotional analogue 
to the deception that Iago also practises 

when he arranges matters (eg, the dropped 
handkerchief) to trick Othello into forming 
beliefs that Iago knows are false. Manipula-
tive gaslighting occurs when the manipula-
tor tricks another into distrusting what the 
manipulator recognises to be sound judg-
ment. By contrast, advising an angry friend 
to avoid making snap judgments before 
cooling off is not acting manipulatively, if 
you know that your friend’s judgment really 
is temporarily unsound. When a conman 
tries to get you to feel empathy for a non-
existent Nigerian prince, he acts manipula-
tively because he knows that it would be a 
mistake to feel empathy for someone who 
does not exist. Yet a sincere appeal to em-
pathy for real people suffering undeserved 
misery is moral persuasion rather than ma-
nipulation. When an abusive partner tries 
to make you feel guilty for suspecting him 
of the infidelity that he just committed, he 
is acting manipulatively because he is try-
ing to induce misplaced guilt. But when 
a friend makes you feel an appropriate 
amount of guilt over having deserted him 
in his hour of need, this does not seem ma-
nipulative.

What makes an influence manipula-
tive and what makes it wrong are the same 

thing: the manipulator attempts to get 
someone to adopt what the manipulator 
herself regards as an inappropriate belief, 
emotion or other mental state. In this way, 
manipulation resembles lying. What makes 
a statement a lie and what makes it morally 
wrong are the same thing – that the speak-
er tries to get someone to adopt what the 
speaker herself regards as a false belief. In 
both cases, the intent is to get another per-
son to make some sort of mistake. The liar 
tries to get you to adopt a false belief. The 
manipulator might do that, but she might 
also try to get you to feel an inappropriate 
(or inappropriately strong or weak) emo-
tion, attribute too much importance to the 
wrong things (eg, someone else’s approval), 
or to doubt something (eg, your own judg-
ment or your beloved’s fidelity) that there 
is no good reason to doubt. The distinction 
between manipulation and non-manipu-
lative influence depends on whether the 
influencer is trying to get someone to make 
some sort of mistake in what he thinks, 
feels, doubts or pays attention to.

It is endemic to the human condition 
that we influence each other in all sorts 
of ways besides pure rational persuasion. 
Sometimes, these influences improve the 
other person’s decision-making situation 
by leading her to believe, doubt, feel or pay 
attention to the right things; sometimes, 
they degrade decision-making by leading 
her to believe, doubt, feel or pay attention 
to the wrong things. But manipulation in-
volves deliberately using such influences to 
hamper a person’s ability to make the right 
decision – that is the essential immorality of 
manipulation.

This way of thinking about manipula-
tion tells us something about how to recog-
nise it. It is tempting to think that manipu-
lation is a kind of influence. But as we have 
seen, kinds of influences that can be used to 
manipulate can also be used non-manipu-
latively. What matters in identifying ma-
nipulation is not what kind of influence is 
being used, but whether the influence is be-
ing used to put the other person into a bet-
ter or a worse position to make a decision. 
So, if we are to recognise manipulation, we 
must look not at the form of influence, but 
at the intention of the person using it. For 
it is the intention to degrade another per-
son’s decision-making situation that is both 
the essence and the essential immorality of 
manipulation.

Robert Noggle is professor of philosophy 
at Central Michigan University. He is 

the author of Taking Responsibility For 
Children (2007), co-edited with Samantha 

Brennan.
Edited by Sam Dresser
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Bill to restore arrest provision 
in SC/ST act gets cabinet nod 

Don’t take up Kiki Challenge, 
says K’taka deputy CM

TMC protests in Rajya Sabha over 
NRC draft, Rajnath places statement 

Diversion of funds by builders a 
“malady”, want to stop this— SC

Goa government gone soft 
on Sanatan Sanstha — Writer

Karnataka gets Mysuru woman 
back from Shimla hospital

Kolkata police grants 
permission to Amit Shah’s rally

SC to examine whether there 
should be total ban on firecrackers

President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Lok 
Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan arrive at the Central Hall of Parliament House to attend the Best 
Parliamentarian Award function, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Personnel of the CISF, SWAT and UP Police participate in a drill against the backdrop of the Taj Mahal, 
in Agra on Wednesday.

new Delhi, aug. 1 (ianS): Under 
attack from the opposition, dalit 
groups and its allies, the Modi 
government on Wednesday de-
cided to restore a provision of 
the SC/ST Act allowing arrest of 
an accused without preliminary 
enquiry or prior approval that 
was recently struck down by the 
Supreme Court.

The Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 2018 
to amend the original law of 1989 
was approved by the Union Cabi-
net and is likely to be introduced 
in the ongoing monsoon session 
of Parliament to make it a law. 

The preamble of the amend-
ment says that the decision to 
arrest or not to arrest cannot be 
taken away from the investigat-
ing officer, a power given under 
the criminal procedure code in 
which there is no provision for a 
preliminary enquiry.

Under the new provision, 
no preliminary enquiry will be 
required for registering an FIR 
against an accused and arrest of a 

person accused under the SC/ST 
act and this will not require any 
approval. The provision of antici-
patory bail shall not be available 
to an accused notwithstanding 
any court judgement.

The cabinet decision was 
made public by Union Con-
sumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas 
Paswan, whose party Lok Ja-
nashakti Party (LJP) had virtually 
set an ultimatum of August 9 for 
making changes in the law over 
which dalit organisations have 
threatened to hold protests on 
August 9.

However at a media briefing 
on the cabinet decisions, Law 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
refused to go into details of the 
proposed bill, saying Parliament 
was in session and parliamen-
tary traditions didn’t allow him to 
speak over policy matters.

He, however, asserted that 
the government would go to any 
extent to protect the interests of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes.

The apex court on March 20 

struck down the provision that 
made immediate arrest of an ac-
cused under the 1989 law man-
datory. The court said any arrest 
would be made only after a pre-
liminary probe and prior approval 
of by an officer of the rank of 
Deputy Superintendent of Police.

The controversial judgment 
infuriated various Dalit groups, 
triggering a nationwide agitation. 
Some NDA Dalit MPs and leaders 
spoke openly against the judge-
ment which forced the govern-
ment to file for a review in the top 
court.

The opposition alleged the 
BJP-led government was anti-
Dalit and had not done enough to 
get the court order reviewed.

Paswan, the LJP chief, put the 
government on notice, saying the 
party would launch a protest if the 
law was not amended. 

Another Union minister, Ram-
das Athawale, also demanded that 
a bill be brought in to restore the 
original provisions of the Act.

The row deepened further 
when the government appoint-

ed Justice A.K. Goel, who pro-
nounced the March 20 judgment 
in the SC/ST Act case, as the chair-
man of the National Green Tribu-
nal. Paswan had also demanded 
his removal. 

Asked about Justice Goel’s 
removal, Paswan said the issue is 
settled with the proposed amend-
ment.

He said it was a historic deci-
sion taken by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“It was a challenge for us. Peo-
ple’s sentiments were negative. 
There were two options. Either to 
bring an ordinance to restote the 
orginal act or to bring a new bill.

“The bill is approved by the 
Cabinet. We will introduce the bill 
in Parliament as soon as possible. 
We expect it will be passed with 
consensus...Whoever opposes will 
be vanquished.”

“I am sad that no one from the 
opposition discusses the issue. 
(The bill) is a slap on the face of 
those who have been criticising 
the Modi government as being 
anti-dalit.”

Bengaluru/Hyderabad, aug. 1 (Pti): 
The Karnataka government today ad-
vised young people against taking on 
the ‘Kiki dance challenge’ as it would 
endanger their lives and that of others.

The advice of StateDeputy Chief 
Minister G Parameshwara, who is 
also the HomeMinister, comes on 
a day when a couple of incidents of 
peopleindulging in the ‘challenge’ 
surfaced.

Kiki is an internet challenge thrown 
by Canadian rapper Drake, which 
involves jumping out of a moving car 
and dancing alongside it to his song ‘In 
My Feelings’.

“We have nothing against social 
media fads so long as they don’t be-
come a public nuisance and put the 
lives of people at risk,” Parameshwara 
said in a tweet.

Parents should sensitise their chil-
dren to the danger and keep a close 
watch, he said, reactingto a report 
about people in the city picking up the 
Kiki Challenge.

Meanwhile, the police warned 
people againsttaking up the ‘challenge’ 
as it was a violation of traffic rules and 
an offence punishable by law.

“BCP’s Kiki: If you dance for 
#KikiChallenge on the roads, we’re 
sure of making you dance behind 
the bars!! Kiki Challenge may get 
you a KICK OF LAW not KICK OF 
DANCE #InMyFeelings or #InOurJail 
#KikiChallenge,” the police tweeted.

The Hyderabad Traffic Police 
warned that anyone indulging #ki-
kichallenge on the roads would be 
booked under section IPC section 268 
(public nuisance) and under section 
70 (b) of Hyderabad City Police Act.

Police said they have noticed that 
many young drivers under the influ-
ence of “#kikichallenge” were per-
forming dances on the roads by jump-
ing out of moving vehicles.

“Such acts draw criminal charges. 
Any untoward incident may occur 
while performing such perilous acts 
on roads,” police said in a release.

new Delhi, aug. 1 (ianS): The 
Rajya Sabha on Wednesday 
witnessed vociferous protests 
by Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
members over the Assam NRC 
issue, forcing house Chairman M. 
Venkaiah Naidu to adjourn the 
house for the day.

Due to disruptions, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh could 
not make a statement and was 
forced to table it instead whereas 
BJP President Amit Shah could 
not conclude his speech that he 
started on Tuesday.

As the upper house of Par-
liament reassembled at 2 p.m., 
Naidu asked Shah to resume his 
speech related to the discussion 
on the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in Assam that he could 
not complete due to pandemo-
nium on Tuesday.

At this, Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) leader Sukhendu Shekhar 
Roy raised a point of order and 
said that as per the rules of con-
duct of the upper house, a mem-
ber cannot speak twice on the 

same issue if he fails to complete 
his speech in the first instance.

But his point was rejected by 
the Chairman.

Naidu said that he had given 
Shah permission to complete his 
speech and asked him to con-
tinue.

As the point of order was re-
jected, the TMC members trooped 
near the Chairman’s podium and 
started raising slogans, asking 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to come to the house and make a 
statement on the issue.

Naidu urged the TMC mem-
bers to go back to their seats 
and allow Shah to continue, but 
the Trinamool members did not 
relent.

“It seems a conspiracy... not 
letting the house function by cre-
ating a controversy... You are doing 
something which is not accept-
able in parliamentary system,” 
Naidu said.

As they continued with their 
protest and sloganeering, Naidu 
appealed to Roy to ask his party 

members to return to their seats.
“You create disorder and you 

raise point of order... there must 
be some patience to hear the re-
ply,” he said.

“Are we at the mercy of one 
party?... this is unbecoming of 
Parliament members,” Naidu said 
as he requested the agitating MPs 
to go back to their seats.

Amid the din, Shah rose from 
his seat but couldn’t continue 
with his speech. He requested the 
Chair amid the din to go ahead 
with the Home Minister’s reply 
and sat down.

On Tuesday, Shah’s remarks 
that the earlier governments did 
not have the courage to imple-
ment the Assam Accord signed in 
1985 had provoked the opposition 
to protest.

Naidu then called Rajnath 
Singh to give his reply and asked 
the members to restore order. 
However, as the sloganeering con-
tinued, the Home Minister tabled 
his reply amid the din.

As Naidu’s appeals went un-

heeded by agitating TMC mem-
bers, he said: “This seems to be a 
system that you spoke, you had 
your say and now (you) come and 
disturb the proceedings. You don’t 
want to hear the reply.”

“As some of the members are 
not willing to hear the Home Min-
ister and as they are not ready to 
relent, I am adjourning the house 
for the day,” Naidu said before 
adjourning the upper house.

Earlier, when the house met 
for the day, it was adjourned till 
noon as the Congress members 
stood up to register their protest 
against Shah’s remarks.

Senior Congress leader Anand 
Sharma asked Chairman Naidu 
to expunge Shah’s comments 
wherein he said “you did not have 
the courage, but we have it to im-
plement the NRC”.

Naidu said that he would look 
into the issue and expunge any 
remarks found uncalled for.

The opposition members ob-
jected. Amid the noise, Naidu 
adjourned the house till noon.

new Delhi, aug. 1 (Pti): 
The Supreme Court today 
said diversion of funds 
collected from investors by 
real estate developers was 
a “malady” and it wants to 
stop this “nonsense” once 
and for all.

The apex court ob-
served that if builders were 
diverting money invested 
by a person in a particu-
lar housing or commer-
cial project to complete 
other projects, it, prima 
facie, amounted to misap-
propriation and criminal 
breach of trust. A bench 
comprising justices Arun 
Mishra and U U Lalit ob-
served this while it was 
hearing a matter related 
to embattled real estate 
major Amrapali Group.

The bench wondered 
as to how INR 2,765 crore 
fund was allegedly divert-
ed by the Amrapali Group 
for carrying out works in 
its other projects.

“How can they (char-
tered accountants) al-
low siphoning of money 
like this,” the bench said, 
adding “money given by 
the investor to complete 
a particular project can 
not be used for other 
projects as it amounts 
to criminal misappro-
priation.”  Referring to 
the issue of diversion of 
funds, the bench told the 
counsel appearing for the 
Amrapali Group, “Stand 
on your legs and not on 
the shoulder of investors.” 

The top court said al-
leged diversion of funds 
by the group, prima facie, 
amounted to criminal 
breach of trust and it 
would deal with the issue 
after hearing the parties.

During the hearing, the 
bench said the Amrapali 
group was “too ambitious” 
and instead of completing 
projects, they spread their 
projects.

“If there is a will, there 
is a way. But they (Amra-
pali) are not willing,” the 
bench said, adding that 
the group has also tried to 
befool the court.

“We want the results 
and if results are not forth-
coming, we may call off 
the buy,” the bench ob-
served, posting the matter 
for further hearing tomor-
row. The court ordered 
attachment of all bank 
accounts and movable 
properties of 40 firms be-
longing to the group and 
also directed it to place 
before the bench details of 
all its bank accounts from 
2008 till today. 

The company had 
earlier told the court in 
an affidavit that it was 
not in a position to com-
plete the projects and 
hand over possession of 
flats to over 42,000 home 
buyers in a time-bound 
manner.

Panaji, aug. 1 (ianS): Goa-
based Sahitya Akademi 
award-winning writer 
Damodar Mauzo, who 
was last week given po-
lice security following 
death-threats by alleged 
killers of Bengaluru-based 
writer Gauri Lankesh, on 
Wednesday said the state 
government has gone soft 
on the Sanatan Sanstha, 
headquartered in the 
coastal state.

“Why has this hap-
pened today? When in 
2009 the bomb blast hap-
pened, the government 
went soft on the accused. 
If the government had 
remained firm, this would 
not have come to this 
pass,” he said.

Eight members of the 
Sanstha were accused of 
plotting an IED blast in 
Margao town in South Goa 
in 2009, but six were ac-
quitted subsequently and 

two others died while fer-
rying the bomb towards a 
crowded Diwali function. 

The Sanstha has said it 
did not have a role in the 
blast.

A Congress-led coali-
tion government was in 
power when the blast took 
place.

Mauzo was speaking at 
a solidarity meeting con-
vened in the state capital 
to condemn the death-
threat to the writer, who 
won the Sahitya Akademi 
award in 1983 for his novel 
‘Karmelin’.

Praising India’s di-
versity, Mauzo said that 
in the name of evicting 
Rohingyas, the national 
register of citizens was be-
ing used to de-list native 
Indians.

“Do you know what 
is happening in Assam? 
In the name of evicting 
Rohingyas they have pre-

pared a National Register 
of Citizens. Please go and 
see whose names are on 
it. Please understand the 
agenda behind it and the 
thought behind it is be-
trayal of society,” Mauzo 
said, calling the contro-
versial national register of 
citizens an “unconstitu-
tional move”.

In 2016, then Chief 
M i n i s t e r  L a x m i k a n t 
Parsekar had said that the 
Goa government would 
consult the Maharashtra 
home department, which 
was probing the death of 
leftist leader Govind Pan-
sare, before deciding on a 
ban on the Sanstha.

Samir  Gaikwad,  a 
member of the Sanstha 
was arrested in 2016, for 
Pansare’s murder, even as 
Rudra Patil, another mem-
ber of the organisation, 
also linked to the same 
crime, is absconding.

Shimla, aug. 1 (ianS): It 
was an emotional mo-
ment for the family of a 
40-year-old Mysuru wom-
an, who was under treat-
ment at a rehab hospital 
in Shimla, when she was 
reunited with her family 
on Wednesday.

Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur and his wife Sadh-
na expressed happiness 
on the family reunion. 
They were present when 
the woman rejoined her 
family.

The woman was stay-
ing in a mental hospital 
and rehabilitation centre 
for two years. It was at a 
function the Chief Min-
ister came to know about 
the woman. After the fam-
ily reunion, the Chief Min-
ister said the language and 
health of the woman were 
the biggest hindrance in 
tracing her family. But the 
media played a major role 
in this family reunion.

It was reported that 
40-year-old Saraswathi 
from Makanahalli vil-
lage in Mysuru district 
went missing about two 
years ago when she came 
to Bengaluru to work in 
a garment factory. She 
had reportedly reached 
Himachal Pradesh’s Kan-
gra and was later admitted 
to the Himachal Hospital 
of Mental Health and Re-
habilitation in Shimla for 
treatment in June 2016.

“She could not contact 
her family as she faced 
language problem in 
Himachal and was unable 
to recall how she reached 
there,” the Karnataka gov-
ernment said in a state-
ment on July 23.

Chief Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy had di-
rected the Mysuru Deputy 
Commissioner to provide 
necessary treatment and 
shelter on her return to 
the state.

Kolkata, aug. 1 (Pti): The Kolkata Police 
today granted permission for BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah’s proposed rally here on 
August 11, police said.

The development came hours after 
the BJP Yuva Morcha alleged that they are 
yet to receive any communication from 
the Kolkata Police regarding permission 
for Shah’s rally.

The ruling Trinamool Congress took a 
swipe at the BJP and Shah, claiming that 
they had become nervous and wished 
them “happy journey to the land of peace 
and harmony”.

“Some unwarranted speculation in 
social media about denial of permission 
to a political party on 11 August has come 
to our notice.

 It is to clarify that on request per-
mission for meeting has already been 
granted,” the Kolkata Police said in a 
tweet.

State BJP Yuva Morcha chief Debjit 
Sarkar said he has been informed by the 
police that the permission has been given 
to hold the rally at Mayo Road in the heart 
of the city.

Sarkar had earlier told PTI that the 
organisation has submitted a formal ap-
plication to the police, seeking permis-
sion for Shah’s rally.

The Mamata Banerjee-led Trinamool 
Congress and the BJP have been locked 
in a bitter war of words amid attempts by 
the saffron party to make inroads in the 
TMC stronghold.

The latest flashpoint has been the 
issues of National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in Assam and illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants. Shah is aiming to win 22 of its 
42 Lok Sabha seats in the next elections. 

It had won two in 2014. The TMC had 
bagged 34.

“BJP & its national President have be-
come nervous, tense. Their programme 
for Aug 3 in Kolkata was promptly granted 
permission. For their Aug 11 program, 
they only just sent a letter & permis-
sion granted” (sic), TMC chief national 
spokesperson Derek O’Brien said in a 
statement.

“Happy journey to the land of peace 
and harmony #Bangla Love Your Neigh-
bour”, he said in a tweet.

new Delhi, aug. 1 (Pti): The Supreme Court today said 
it would examine whether there should be a total ban on 
use of firecrackers as it noted that air pollution reached 
hazardous proportions during Diwali. 

It said around 20-25 per cent of children in the city 
suffer from respiratory problems due to abnormally high 
levels of pollution during the festival. 

The court also noted that air pollution posed a ma-
jor threat to infants and the toxicity of the air increased 
exponentially after burning of crackers.

Senior advocate C A Sundaram, appearing for a fire-
cracker manufacturer, argued that according to studies, 
the effect of ban on crackers on air pollution has been 
meagre and that there should be a scientific study on 
the issue.

The matter was listed for hearing on August 8.
The court had refused to relax its October 9 order 

banning the sale of firecrackers while dismissing a plea 
by traders who had sought its permission to sell crack-
ers for at least a day or two before Diwali on October 19, 
2017.  It had said that its ban order during Diwali that 
year was an experiment to examine its effect on the pol-
lution level in the region.

Power walk

Armed and ready
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Military tanks in Harare, Wednesday, Aug, 1, 2018. Rioting erupted Wednesday in Zimbabwe’s capital as opposition supporters 
clashed with police and army troops over delays in announcing results from the presidential election, the country’s first since 
the fall of longtime leader Robert Mugabe.

AP/PTI

A firefighter runs while trying to save a home on Dessie Drive as a wildfire tears through Lakeport, Calif., 
Tuesday, July 31, 2018. The residence eventually burned. Firefighters pressed their battle against a pair 
of fires across Mendocino and Lake counties. In all, roughly 19,000 people have been warned to flee and 
10,000 homes remain under threat.

Washington, Aug. 1 (PTI): The 
US has designated three Pa-
kistanis linked to the LeT, the 
outfit responsible for carrying 
out the 2008 Mumbai attack, as 
global terrorists to shut down 
the militant group’s financial 
network and curtail its ability to 
raise funds to carry out violent 
terrorist attacks.

LeT commander Abdul Re-
hman al-Dakhil was named as 
a Specially Designated Global 
Terrorist (SDGT) by the Depart-
ment of State. 

Separately, the US Depart-
ment of the Treasury’s Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 
took action yesterday to disrupt 
the LeT’s fundraising and sup-
port networks by designating 

two of the group’s financial 
facilitators, Hameed ul Hassan 
and Abdul Jabbar, as Specially 
Designated Global Terrorists 
(SDGTs). 

A longtime member of the 
US designated Foreign Ter-
rorist Organisation (FTO) and 
Lashkar e-Taiba (LeT), Dakhil 
was an operational leader for 
LeT’s attacks in India between 
1997 and 2001.

In 2004, Dakhil was cap-
tured in Iraq by British forces, 
then held in US custody in Iraq 
and Afghanistan until his trans-
fer to Pakistan in 2014. 

After his release from Paki-
stani custody, Dakhil returned 
to work for the LeT. In 2016, Da-
khil was the LeT divisional com-

mander for the Jammu region.
As of early 2018, Dakhil re-

mained a senior commander 
in the LeT.

The designation seek to 
deny Dakhil the resources to 
plan and carry out terrorist 
attacks, the State Department 
said in a statement.

Among other consequenc-
es, all of his property and inter-
ests subject to US jurisdiction 
are blocked, and US persons 
are generally prohibited from 
engaging in any transactions 
with him.

“Today’s action notifies the 
US public and the international 
community that Abdul Rehman 
al-Dakhil has committed, or 
poses a significant risk of com-

mitting, acts of terrorism,” the 
State Department said. 

Designations of terrorist 
individuals and groups expose 
and isolate organisations and 
individuals, and deny them ac-
cess to the US financial system, 
it added.

Treasury Under Secretary 
for Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence Sigal Mandelker 
said Hassan and Jabbar were 
responsible for collecting, trans-
porting and distributing funds 
to support the terror group and 
provide salaries to extremists.

“Treasury’s designations not 
only aim to expose and shut 
down Lashkar-e-Taiba’s finan-
cial network, but also to curtail 
its ability to raise funds to carry 

out violent terrorist attacks,” 
he said.

As a result of the designa-
tion, all property and interests 
in property of Hassan and Jab-
bar subject to US jurisdiction 
are now blocked. US persons 
are generally prohibited from 
engaging in transactions with 
them.

As of late 2016, Hassan 
worked with Falah-e Insaniat 
Foundation, a front for the LeT, 
to collect and send funds to 
Syria. Further, as of early 2016, 
Hassan worked with his brother, 
Muhammad Ijaz Safarash, and 
Khalid Walid to transport funds 
to Pakistan on behalf of the LeT. 

The Office of Foreign As-
sets Control (OFAC) previously 

designated Safarash and Walid 
as Specially Designated Global 
Terrorists for their association 
with the LeT in March 2016 and 
September 2012, respectively. 

Additionally, Hassan has an 
active Twitter account, which 
identifies him as the leader of 
the 2008 Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind Hafiz Saeed-led 
Jamat-ud Dawah in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

According to the Treasury, 
Jabbar is a financial facilitator 
for the LeT and distributes sala-
ries for the terrorist group. He 
has worked in the LeT’s finance 
department since around 2000. 
Additionally, as of mid-2016, 
Jabbar distributed funds on 
behalf of the Falah-e-Insaniat 

Foundation.
In December 2001, the De-

partment of State designated 
the LeT as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organisation. The LeT was also 
added to the UN Security Coun-
cil’s Sanctions List in May 2005. 

Jamaat-ud Dawa was desig-
nated as an alias of LeT pursu-
ant in April 2006 and was add-
ed to the UN Security Council’s 
Sanctions List in December 
2008. In November 2010, the 
Department of State amended 
its designations of LeT to in-
clude the alias Falah-e Insaniat 
Foundation. In March 2012, 
the UN amended its Sanctions 
List to recognise the Falah-e 
Insaniat Foundation as a front 
for LeT.

Los Angeles, Aug 1 (IANS): 
California firefighters and 
emergency services contin-
ued trying to contain about 
a dozen fires still active in 
the state which have devas-
tated over 100,000 hectares, 

according to official data.
At least eight people 

have died in the fires, which 
swept through California 
due to its hot and dry cli-
mate.

State authorities on 

Tuesday said that they were 
mainly concerned about the 
Carr fire, which destroyed 
more than 45,600 hectares 
(112,888 acres) and was 30 
per cent contained, accord-
ing to the latest report from 

Islamabad, Aug. 1 (PTI): Pakistan’s 
anti-corruption body has summoned 
the beleaguered chief of the PML-N 
party and former Punjab chief min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif to appear before 
it on August 20 in a housing scandal 
case, according to a media report 
today. 

Shehbaz, the younger brother of 
jailed former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif, is already under pressure after 
his Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) party failed to return to 
power in Islamabad and looks cer-
tain to yield to Imran Khan’s Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in the crucial 
Punjab provinicial assembly.

The National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) has summoned PML-N 
President Shehbaz Sharif in relation 
to the Ashiana housing scandal, Geo 
News reported. 

He has been ordered to appear 
before the accountability bureau on 
August 20 for the hearing of Ashiana 
housing scandal as well as the power 
company case.

Shehbaz, 66, has already appeared 
before the NAB in the case while 
former Lahore Development Author-
ity chairman Ahad Cheema is on 
judicial remand after having been 
arrested over the case, the report said. 

Last month the accountability 
bureau arrested senior bureaucrat 
Fawad Hassan Fawad in various cor-
ruption cases, including the Ashiana 
Iqbal Housing Scheme case.

Quoting sources, the report said 
that Shehbaz was summoned by the 
NAB after revelations made by Fawad 
during interrogation. 

According to NAB officials, Fawad 
wrongfully awarded the Rs 14 billion 

Ashiana-e-Iqbal Housing Scheme’s 
contract to ‘favourites’, illegally or-
dered the shifting of nine Compressed 
Natural Gas stations and also worked 
in a private bank from 2005 to 2006 
without official permission.

Fawad has served as former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif’s principal 
secretary.

Sharif was sentenced by a NAB 
court to 10 years in jail in a corruption 
case over the family’s ownership of 
four luxury flats in London. 

Fawad was removed from the 
post of principal secretary on June 1 
this year and was appointed director 
general of Civil Services Academy, 
Lahore.

The accused bureaucrat was also 
being probed by the NAB for posses-
sion of assets beyond known sources 
of income, the report said.

Durango, Aug. 1 (PTI/
AFP): An Aeromexico flight 
crashed on takeoff during a 
heavy hail storm in north-
ern Mexico, engulfing the 
plane in flames and injur-
ing 97 people, officials said.

The Embraer 190 air-
craft, which was operat-
ing between Durango and 
Mexico City and crashed 
around 3:00 pm local time 
(20:00 GMT), was carrying 
“88 adults, nine minors, 
two infants, two pilots and 
two flight attendants,” the 
airline’s director general 
Andres Conesa told a news 
conference yesterday.

“It is confirmed that 
there have been no deaths 
from the flight #AM2431 
accident,” tweeted Jose 
Rosas, the governor of Du-

rango state where the crash 
occurred.

The accident did cause 
two series injuries: a pilot 
had to undergo a spinal 
operation, and a young 
girl suffered burns on 25 
per cent of her body, the 
governor said.

A total of 97 people 
were admitted for treat-
ment following the crash, 
most of them for “very 
light” injuries, according 
to Durango civil defense 
spokesman Alejandro Car-
doza.

Cardoza said the plane 
was caught in a heavy hail-
storm and the pilots tried 
to make an emergency 
landing, after which the fire 
broke out.

Conesa thanked the 

crew “for their profession-
alism” and said that the air-
craft “was perfectly main-
tained”, but did not provide 
details on the circumstanc-
es of the accident.

Brazilian aircraft man-
ufacturer Embraer an-
nounced the dispatch of 
a team to investigate the 
crash.

Dozens of lightly in-
jured passengers were seen 
leaving the plane, which 
was engulfed in gray smoke 
in a field. 

An image taken using a 
drone and obtained by AFP 
shows the aircraft immobi-
lised in a field at the end of 
the runway.

“We were on the run-
way when the visibility 
grew worse,” 47-year-old 

Jacqueline Flores, who 
was traveling with her 
16-year-old daughter, told 
AFP.

“When we were already 
aloft, up high, it felt like the 
plane was going to level 
out but just then is when 
it plunged to the ground. 
I think we fell back on the 
runway because it was a 
hard surface, then we skid-
ded on the ground until it 
stopped,” added the Du-
rango native, a housewife 
who was on a journey back 
to Colombia where she 
lives.

With the plane on the 
ground amid some bushes 
and brush, Flores said lug-
gage began sliding down 
the aisle and she started to 
smell smoke.

Paris, Aug. 1 (IANS): The French parlia-
ment rejected on Tuesday a pair of no-
confidence motions brought against 
the government of President Em-
manuel Macron in connection with 
a scandal involving his now-former 
bodyguard.

The first proposal, put forward 
by the conservative Republicans, 
garnered 143 votes in the National 
Assembly, fewer than half the 289 
required to pass, while only 74 law-
makers supported the second mo-
tion, submitted by the Socialists, 
Communists and the leftist France 
Insoumise (France Unbowed) party, 

Efe reported.
Though the conservatives and 

the left abstained on each other’s mo-
tions, even their combined total - 217 
- would have fallen far short of the 289-
vote threshhold.

The no-confidence motions were 
widely viewed as symbolic, given that 
Macron’s centrist La Republique En 
Marche (The Republic On the Move) 
has an absolute majority in the as-
sembly.

During the debate ahead of 
the votes, Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe defended the Macron gov-
ernment’s response to video footage 

published by Le Monde that showed 
presidential bodyguard Alexandre Be-
nalla, 26, beating protesters at a 2018 
May Day demonstration.

“The events of May 1 say nothing 
about the presidency of the republic,” 
Philippe told lawmakers. “Attempts to 
blame the president serve no interest 
other than political ones.” Macron 
dismissed Benalla after Le Monde 
released the video.

The Benalla affair is one of the 
biggest political challenges to face Ma-
cron since he took office in May 2017.

A parliamentary inquiry into Be-
nalla’s actions is ongoing.

Harare, Aug. 1 (PTI/AFP): Protests 
in Zimbabwe’s historic elections 
turned bloody today as a man 
was shot dead during demonstra-
tions over alleged vote fraud and 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
appealed for calm.

The man died after soldiers 
fired live ammunition during op-
position protests in downtown 
Harare, AFP reporters saw.

The polls - the first since au-
tocratic president Robert Mugabe 
was forced out by a brief military 
takeover in November - had of-
fered Zimbabwe the chance of 
turning the page on a brutal chap-
ter of its past.

But the mood quickly de-
scended into anger and chaos as 
supporters of the Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) op-
position declared they had been 
cheated.

“You said you were better than 
Mugabe - you are the picture of 
Mugabe,” shouted one young 
male protester wearing a white 
T-shirt. “We need security for the 
people.” Official results showed 
that the ruling ZANU-PF party had 
easily won the most seats in the 
parliamentary ballot - strength-
ening Mnangagwa’s prospects 
of holding onto power in the key 
presidential vote.

MDC supporters burnt tyres 
and pulled down street signs as 
protests spread from the party 
headquarters in Harare.

“Now is the time for responsi-
bility and above all, peace,” wrote 
Mnangagwa on his verified Twitter 
account.

“At this crucial time, I call on 
everyone to desist from provoca-
tive declarations and statements.” 

European Union observers 
had earlier said they found an 

“improved political climate” in the 
elections but an “un-level playing 
field and lack of trust in the proc-
ess.” It called for transparency in 
the release of results.

EU chief observer Elmar Brok 
said there were “efforts to un-
dermine the free expression of 
the will of the electors through 
inducements, soft intimidation, 
pressure and coercion... to try to 
ensure a vote in favour of the rul-
ing party.” “On many occasions, 
preparation, financing, media and 
hopefully not in the counting - it 
was advantageous for the ruling 
party,” he told AFP.

Mnangagwa, 75, had prom-

ised a free and fair vote after the 
military ushered him to power 
in November when Mugabe was 
forced to resign.

Under Mugabe’s 37-year reign, 
elections were often marred by 
fraud and deadly violence, with 
the EU observers banned since 
2002. The Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC) said Wednes-
day that of 210 parliamentary 
seats, 153 had been counted with 
ZANU-PF winning 110 and the 
MDC Alliance 41.

“The results are biased, try-
ing to give the impression that 
ZANU has won,” said Lawrence 
Maguranyi, 21, an MDC supporter 

and university student protesting 
at the party headquarters.

MDC leader Nelson Chamisa, 
40, said the presidential results 
were fraudulent.

“ZEC seeks to... reverse the 
people’s presidential election vic-
tory. The strategy is meant to pre-
pare Zim mentally to accept fake 
presidential results,” he tweeted. 
“We won the popular vote and will 
defend it!” 

The regional SADC bloc, in its 
preliminary report, said Wednes-
day that the campaign and elec-
tion had “proceeded in a peaceful 
and orderly manner and were 
largely in line” in Zimbabwean law.

It called for any aggrieved can-
didates to “refrain from any form 
of violence”.

If no presidential candidate 
wins at least 50 per cent of the 
ballots cast in the first round, a 
run-off vote is scheduled for Sep-
tember 8.

The electoral commission 
warned that final results of the 
presidential first round may not 
be known until Friday or even 
Saturday.

Commission chairwoman 
Priscilla Chigumba, a high court 
judge, has flatly denied allegations 
of bias and strongly disputed ac-
cusations of rigging.

Mugabe, 94, voted in Harare 
alongside his wife Grace after 
he stunned observers by calling 
for voters to reject ZANU-PF, his 
former party.

His attempts to position Grace 
as his successor are widely thought 
to have driven the military to 
intervene and put their favoured 
candidate, Mnangagwa, in power.

Mnangagwa, Mugabe’s former 
right-hand man, was the clear 
election front-runner, benefitting 
from tacit military support and 
control of state resources.

But Chamisa, a lawyer and 
pastor who performed strongly 
on the campaign trail, sought to 
tap into the youth and urban vote.

He has repeatedly accused 
ZANU-PF and election authorities 
of trying to use a flawed electoral 
register and fixed ballot papers 
to steal the election. Mnangagwa 
was allegedly involved in violence 
and intimidation during the 2008 
elections when then opposition 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai pulled 
out of the run-off after attacks 
claimed the lives of at least 200 of 
his supporters. 

Seoul, Aug. 1 (IANS): The 
UN Command, led by the 
US Army, on Wednesday 
held a solemn repatriation 
ceremony for the remains 
of 55 American soldiers who 
died in the 1950-53 Korean 
War.

The ceremony took 
place at Osan Air Base in 
Pyeongtaek, 70 km south 
of Seoul, five days after 
Pyongyang allowed a US 
aircraft to carry back the 
remains from Wonsan in 
North Korea to South Ko-
rea, in a move expected to 
facilitate ongoing efforts 
to promote peace on the 
peninsula, Yonhap news 
agency said.

The repatriation was 
part of the June summit 
agreement between US 
President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un, which also 
included seeking to build 
“new” ties, fostering a 
“lasting and stable” peace 
regime and pursuing the 
complete denuclearization 
of the peninsula.

“The Korean War fallen 
have never been forgot-
ten by the US nor the 16 
other states that comprise 
the UN Command. UNC 
never leaves troops behind, 
living or deceased, and 
will continue the mission 
of repatriation until every 
Service Member returns 
home,” the UNC said in a 

statement.
Around 500 people took 

part in the ceremony, in-
cluding UNC Commander 
Vincent Brooks, US Am-
bassador to South Korea 
Harry Harris and South Ko-
rean Defence Minister Song 
Young-moo.

After the ceremony, the 
remains would be taken 
to the headquarters of De-
fence POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency in Hawaii for 
identification.

Since 1990, the remains 
of 629 US soldiers, who died 
in North Korea, were re-
turned to their families, 
according to the UNC.

More than 36,000 US 
military personnel died in 
the Korean War and nearly 
7,000 disappeared, out of 
which 5,300 are believed 
to have gone missing at the 
38th Parallel North.

North Korea said it 
hopes that this gesture 
would help convince the US 
of the need for an imminent 
peace treaty to replace the 
armistice, which had ended 
the Korean War. 

However, Washington 
has not yet committed fully 
to the peace treaty, main-
taining that Pyongyang 
needs to take more concrete 
actions to show its commit-
ment to the denucleariza-
tion of the regime as agreed 
during the Singapore sum-
mit.

US designates three Pakistanis as global terrorists

California fires devastate over 100,000 hectares Shahbaz Sharif summoned by Pak anti-graft body — Report

97 injured as Mexican plane 
crashes at airport in hail storm

French President survives no-confidence motions

Man shot dead in Zimbabwe as post-election clashes eruptUN Command holds 
repatriation ceremony 
for 55 US troop remains

the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion, Efe news reported.

The fire, which gutted 
1,236 buildings, broke out 
on July 23 near the city of 
Redding, with a population 
of about 92,000, and still re-
mains active in Shasta and 
Trinity counties north of San 
Francisco. 

About 10,000 out of 
38,000 people who were 
evacuated from the area as 
a precautionary measure 
were able to return to their 
homes.

Meanwhile, several 
parts of Yosemite National 
Park, one of the country’s 
most popular nature re-
serves, remained closed 
due to the Ferguson fire, 
raging in Mariposa County 
for 19 days and destroying 
some 23,400 hectares of 
the area.

In Mendocino county, 
authorities managed to 
contain about 12 and 10 per 
cent of the River and Ranch 
fires, respectively. The two 
fires razed over 32,500 hec-
tares of the area.
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Actor Leonardo DiCaprio’s latest investment will help in making sustain-
able, eco-friendly fashion more mainstream with his sustainable footwear 
company ‘Allbirds‘. The environmentally conscious actor has been active 
towards the battle against climate and environmental changes, and has 
now invested in an eco-friendly footwear company, reports People.com 
“Creating sustainable consumer products requires a deep commitment 
from brands that understand the role they have in helping solve our en-
vironmental crisis,” DiCaprio said in an exclusive statement. DiCaprio, 43, 
donated $1 million to help protect marine life in Seychelles from his foun-
dation, and in the year 2017, he announced that his foundation would be 
donating a $20 million grant to help combat climate change. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2 pm, 8 pm: Sahib Biwi Aur 
Gangster 3 (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Mission 
impossible - Fallout (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

People recognise models 
in India only if they win 
internationally — Lara Dutta

Shah Rukh Khan 
meets survivors of 
childhood cancer 

at his home

Whitesnake have recorded 18 
tracks for new album Flesh & Blood

F
rom winning the Miss 
Universe crown in 2000 to 
paving her way in Bollywood 
and now mentoring aspiring 
models for international 

beauty contests, Lara Dutta Bhupathi 
feels that, in India, people rec-

ognise models only after they 
win a crown internationally.

Lara is currently men-
toring the candidates of 
Miss Diva, the winner of 
which will represent In-
dia at the Miss Universe 
pageant.

Citing the case of 
the reigning Miss World 
Manushi Chhillar, Lara 
told IANS: “Before 
her win, no one even 
knew anything about 
her. But when she 
won the title of Miss 
World 2017, every-
one was like ‘Oh my 
God’, and started 
appreciating her.”

According to 
the model-turned-
actress, it is very 
important for 
people to know 
the candidates 
who are repre-

senting their 
country as 

it takes 
tre-

mendous hard work to reach that 
position. 

Lara, who was the second Indian 
after Sushmita Sen to win the Miss 
Universe crown, says that “India has 
been waiting far too long to bring the 
title back home”.

“It has been 18 years since we 
have won the crown, now I want to 
pass on that crown to my successor. 
I was Miss Universe 2000, and since 
then, every year thousands of girls 
are undergoing a lot of pressure, hard 
work and training just to bring the title 
back. People should understand them 
and lend support to them,” said the 
40-year-old actress, who has been a 
part of the glamour world for almost 
two decades.

Also, to make people aware of 
what goes into the making of a beauty 
queen, Miss Diva Miss Universe is 
organising sub-contests in different 
cities.

Recalling her own modelling 
days and comparing them to the 
present day, Lara said: “Now every-
thing has changed. Earlier, we had to 
do just a few photoshoots, but now 
there is social media which dictates 
everything. It’s the social media that 
decides whether they accept a person 
or not, so now it has become tougher 
as girls have to do multi-tasking at 
each step.”

While mentoring the girls, Lara is 
not just reliving her days, but also re-
learning a lot.

“When I guide the girls, I never 
consider or look at myself as, ‘Oh, 
I was the Miss Universe, I know 
everything’. To be honest, every day 
I am learning something new from 
these young girls. It is a give-and-take 
process. Be it in terms of outlook or 
the views, I am trying to understand 
these girls and their requirements,” 
she added.

Lara finds herself “fortunate” to 
get an opportunity to mentor the 
models and prepare them for the Miss 
Universe contest as she feels there is 
no better person than her to train the 
girls as she has experienced it and 
knows what it really takes to be in that 
phase.

Asked about the negative social 
stereotyping associated with model-
ling, Lara, who is also a film producer, 
said: “Things are changing now; 
parents have become more liberal 
and are allowing their children to step 
into this field. And if there are still 
people who think that it is not a viable 
industry to be a part of, then I feel it is 
an outdated view.

“Every work comes with its own 
challenges, it depends on the person 
what choice to make and which path 
to follow. It is just that you have to be 
wise enough to decide. Also, now girls 
are breaking the stereotypical think-
ing, and are rewriting the rules.”

“Today, women have more choices 
and have a bigger voice than earlier.”

IANS

S
hah Rukh 
Khan today 
met survivors 
of childhood 
cancer before 

they left for World 
Children’s Winners 
games 2018 in Moscow 
to represent India.

The 52-year-old 
star invited the kids at 
his residence, Mannat 
to wish them for the 
upcoming champion-
ship.

Shah Rukh’s IPL 
team Kolkata Knight 
Riders along Meer 
Foundation, that he 
set up in his father’s 
memory who was a 
cancer patient, are also 
providing jerseys and 
kits to these children 
for the tournament. 

“Each kid that I 
met today has been 
a winner in his or her 
own life. It was great 
spending time with 
these rays of sunshine 
and I wish them all the 
luck not just for the 
games in Russia, but 
also for everything else 
in their life. 

“I have learnt a lot 
from them today, they 
are a source of inspira-
tion and represent the 
true spirit of sports-
manship,” the actor 
said in a statement.

Impacct Founda-
tion at Tata Memorial 
Hospital is also a part of 
the initiative to support 
these kids, who will 
participate in competi-
tive events like track, 
chess, football, table 
tennis, swimming and 
shooting.

Nearly 9-10 kids, 
along with one parent 
per child, accompanied 
by doctors and social 
workers are sent every 
year to the competi-
tion.

The five-day event 
begins tomorrow.

PTI

W
hitesnake guitarist 
Joel Hoekstra has 
given an insight into 
the band’s upcoming 
studio album Flesh 

& Blood.
It was revealed in May that the 

record’s release would be pushed 
back until 2019 due to “technical 
issues.” And while fans still have a 
while to wait to hear Whitesnake’s 
first album of new material since 
2011’s Forevermore, Hoekstra hints at 
what they can expect when it arrives 
early next year.

He tells Juice FM: “I don’t know 
exactly which songs David Coverd-
ale is going to use yet, because we 

recorded 18, so we’ll see exactly what 
gets released and what order, but 
there’s something there for every-
body – all the classic Whitesnake 
elements are there.”

Asked if any of the new material 
is reminiscent of 2015’s The Purple 
Album, Hoekstra says: “I think that 
there’s stuff on there that’s Purple-
influenced, because I think White-
snake has always had a Deep Purple 
influence.

“There’s some material that hark-
ens back to the early days of White-
snake, that’s bluesy based, and there’s 
some that sound a little bit more like 
what David refers to as the ‘Geffen 
era’ – the Slide It In, 87 album, Slip Of 

The Tongue sound.
“Then there’s some stuff that’s 

reminiscent of the most recent era, 
Good To Be Bad and Forevermore. 
And there’s some stuff that’s what 
David even says is brand new, un-
charted territory for Whitesnake. So 
we’ll see what he picks for the album. 

“Hopefully there’ll be something 
there for everybody – I really think 
there will be.”

Whitesnake are currently on 
the road with Foreigner and Jason 
Bonham’s Led Zeppelin Evening on 
the Juke Box Heroes Tour, with the 
next show taking place at Irvine’s 
FivePoint Amphitheatre tonight.

Loudersound

DiCaprio invests in sustainable footwear brand

Vivek Oberoi urges people not to 
do ‘Kiki challenge’

Actor Vivek Anand Oberoi 
has urged everyone to 
not do the ‘Kiki challenge’ 

as it can claim innocent lives. The 
‘Kiki challenge’ shows a video of 
people inspired by rapper Drake’s 
number “In my feelings”, stepping 
out of moving cars and dancing. 
“The video I had shared earlier 
turned out to be fake, but what 
was shown in it is what everyone 
doing the ‘Kiki Challenge’ is prone 
to. Please refrain from doing this 
horrible challenge that can take 
innocent lives, think about the 
ones who love you, your life is 
precious! Say no to Kiki,” Vivek 
tweeted.  The daring challenge 
even has the police on high alert 
as they sent out worried tweets and advisories.  The 
Uttar Pradesh, police sent out a tweet on Monday: 
“Dear Parents, whether Kiki loves your child or not, 
we are sure you do! So please stand by your kids 
in all the challenges in life except Kiki challenge.” 
(IANS)

Kylie Jenner now has her own 
Instagram filter

Television personal-
ity and model Kylie 
Jenner has got her 

very own custom filter on 
Instagram. Jenner’s follow-
ers can now open the appli-
cation’s front-facing camera 
and take seven of Kylie Cos-
metics’ most popular Lip 
Kit shades Candy K, Dolce, 
Posie K, Say No More, 
Shady, Boy Bye and Glitz for 
a virtual test through the 
filter, reports pagesix.com 
Jenner’s filter will also add 
false lashes, contouring and 
a softly flattering blur to 
Instagrammers’ faces. Since 
the almost billionaire‘s 
beauty products are sold exclusively online, the 
filter should prove useful for those wishing to try 
out a shade before purchasing. Since the make-up 
mogul founded Kylie Cosmetics in February 2016, 
her company has earned a revenue of $630 million. 
(IANS)

Millie Bobby Brown splits with 
singer beau

Actress Millie Bobby 
Brown, 14, has an-
nounced that she and her 

boyfriend, singer Jacob Sarto-
rius, 15, have split. The “Stranger 
Things” star took to Instagram 
to reveal her break-up, reports 
pagesix.com. Brown said it was a 
mutual decision and they remain 
friends. The “Hooked on a Feeling” 
singer shared his thoughts about 
the break-up on his Instagram 
page: “The decision with Mills was 
completely mutual and we are 
both happy and remain friends.” 
Brown and Sartorius made their 
relationship public in February 
with a Valentine’s Day post on 
social media but were rumoured 
to be dating since last December. 
Both Brown and Sartorius have 
unfollowed each other on Insta-
gram. (IANS)

Kanye West bonding with dad 
during cancer treatment

Rapper Kanya West has 
been spending quality 
time with his father Ray 

West, who is undergoing cancer 
treatment. Ray has been receiving 
treatment for prostate cancer here. 
He is surrounded by son Kanye 
and his three grandchildren, 
reports TMZ. Since Ray lives in 
Chicago, the father-son duo do not 
get much time together because 
of the distance.  Kanye dropped 
everything to get his father the 
best medical treatment possible in 
Los Angeles once he got the cancer 
news and Ray has been respond-
ing well to treatment. (IANS)

Spoke to her, she seems excited: 
Kangana Ranaut on Priyanka’s 
engagement

Bollywood actor Kangana Ranaut said 
today she spoke to Priyanka Chopra, who 
has reportedly gotten engaged to Ameri-

can singer Nick Jonas, and the “Quantico” star 
seemed “excited and happy”. Rumours of Priyanka 
and Nick’s engagement started coming in after the 
actor pulled out of Salman Khan’s forthcoming film 
“Bharat”. There were speculations that Priyanka 
who has never spoken about her relationship with 
Nick got engaged to the popstar on her birthday 
and would tie the knot this year.  Kangana, who co-
starred with Priyanka in “Fashion”, said she spoke 
to the actor and congratulated her.  (PTI)
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Virat Kohli

Rashid Khan

Lucas Digne

AP/PTI

India’s Vandana Katariya, top second left, celebrates scoring during the Women’s Hockey World Cup cross-
over match against Italy at the Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre in London on Tuesday, July 31.

Serena Williams, left, of the United States, shakes hands with Johanna Konta, right, from Britain, at the end 
of the match during the Mubadala Silicon Valley Classic tennis tournament in San Jose, California on Tuesday, 
July 31.

People thought I’d be flash 
in the pan — Virat Kohli

Serena suffers career’s worst loss to Konta
Afghan spin king Khan boosts Sussex’s T20 Blast title hopes

Everton sign defender Lucas Digne from Barcelona

MMRT all set for weekend’s Asia Road Racing ChampionshipIndia wrestlers get sponsor 
boost ahead of Asian Games

Revenge, semis spot on India’s mind in 
quarterfinal clash against Ireland in WC
London, Aug. 1 (PTI): Their 
erratic campaign back on 
track, the Indian women’s 
hockey team would now 
be aiming to secure its first 
World Cup semifinal spot 
in 44 years by extracting 
revenge from giant-killers 
Ireland in the last-eight 
stage here tomorrow. 

India registered their 
first win of the tournament 
by sailing past Italy in a 
quarterfinal play-off last 
night and if If they manage 
to beat Ireland, it would en-
sure them only their second 
appearance in the World 
Cup last-four.

The only time India had 
managed to enter the semi-
finals of the show-piece 
event was back in 1974 in 
Mandelieu, France where 
they eventually finished 
fourth.

In the last edition of the 
tournament in Rosario, Ar-
gentina India had finished 
a disappointing eighth. 

Having come second 
best in their last two meet-
ings, it would be quite a 
task for the Indians to beat 
Ireland. The Irish have been 
in ominous form having 
topped Pool B ahead of 
higher-ranked USA and 
India.

World No.16 Ireland 
have already scripted his-

tory of sorts by outclassing 
USA 3-1 and India 1-0 be-
fore slumping to a 0-1 de-
feat against hosts England. 
But they still managed to 
secure their maiden World 
Cup quarterfinal berth.

India, on the other 
hand, had to slog it out to 
make it to the quarterfinals, 
having drawn 1-1 against 
England and USA respec-
tively and losing 0-1 to Ire-
land.

The Indians would take 
heart from the 3-0 win over 

lower-ranked Italy in the 
cross-over match.

The Rani Rampal-led 
side re-discovered its scor-
ing prowess to finally end 
Italy’s World Cup adven-
ture through a field strike 
from Lalremsiami (20th 
minute) and two penalty 
corner goals from Neha 
Goyal (45th) and Vandana 
Katariya (55th) to register an 
emphatic win.

The Indians were bril-
liant with their first touch 
control and finishing last 

night and come tomorrow 
the side would look for an 
encore to outwit the gutsy 
Irish.

But it won’t be easy 
as it is the same Irish side 
which beat them in the last 
two meetings -- 2-1 in the 
Hockey World League Semi-
finals in Johannesburg last 
year and then here in the 
pool stages.

The Irish would defi-
nitely come out as a confi-
dent unit but India would 
be banking on their new-

London, Aug. 1 (AFP): Af-
ghanistan’s Rashid Khan, 
the world’s top ranked 
Twenty20 bowler,  has 
boosted Sussex’s chances 
of reaching the knockout 
stages of the English county 
T20 Blast competition by 
committing to them for all 
of their group games.

The 19-year-old leg-
spinner -- who in March 
reached the landmark of 
100 one-day international 
wickets quicker than any 
other player -- became 
available for the seven 
remaining matches after 
withdrawing from the Ca-
ribbean Premier League.

Sussex are fourth in the 
South Group ahead of their 

game in hand against lead-
ers Gloucestershire later on 
Wednesday.

“I had always wanted to 
play more than the first sev-
en games so when I heard I 
was now going to be free, I 
asked the club straightaway 
if they would like me to stay 
for the full 14 matches,” 
Khan said in a statement 
released by Sussex.

“Thankfully, they also 
wanted me to stay.

“I’m really enjoying my 
time at Sussex so far and I’m 
looking forward to the rest 
of the matches here. Let’s 
hope we can win many of 
them,” added Khan, who 
initially signed up for the 
first seven matches.

Chennai, Aug. 1 (IANS): The 
refurbished Madras Motor 
Race Track (MMRT) is all set 
to witness the cream of two-
wheeler racing talent when 
it hosts the fourth round 
of FIM Asia Road Racing 
Championship commenc-
ing here Friday.

A bunch of seasoned 
campaigners who are no 
strangers to the MMRT be-
sides a clutch of teenagers 
will be parading their talent 
over the weekend in SuperS-
port 600cc, Asia Production 
250cc and the Underbone 
150cc categories, alongside 
two support events, the 
Idemitsu Honda India Tal-
ent Cup (CBR 250, Open) 
organised by MMSC and 
the TVS One-Make Cham-
pionship (Open, Apache 
R310).

“It has been barely 11 
months since we last hosted 
an ARRC round, but during 
this period, the MMRT has 
undergone a sea change. A 
new paddock, with 20 spa-
cious garages, a viewing ter-
race, VIP hospitality suites 
to accommodate nearly 400 

people, a second 
paddock on the 
western side with 
its own circuit and 
a drag strip have 
all sprung up at 
a cost of about Rs 
20 crore,” MMSC 
president  Aj i t 
Thomas said in a 
statement.

“It is an edifice 
we all are proud 
of. Yet, these are 
just baby steps 
in our long-term 
plans to trans-
form MMRT into 
a truly world-class 
facility. I am sure, the ARRC 
family will have a far more 
comfortable stay at the 
MMRT this weekend than 
at any time in the past!”

Ron Hogg, Director, Two 
Wheels Motor Racing, the 
promoters of ARRC, said he 
was amazed at the new in-
frastructure made available 
for this weekend’s races and 
the progress made. 

He said he would be 
happy to see two rounds in 
India in the future since he 

felt most comfortable with 
the professional approach 
of the MMSC.

On the track, the spot-
light will be on the premier 
SuperSport 600cc category 
that has the familiar faces 
of veterans Anthony West 
(Australia), Decha Kraisart 
(Thailand), Azlan Shah Ka-
maruzaman (Malaysia) and 
Tomoyoshi Koyama ( Ja-
pan) apart from a clutch of 
young, hungry racers who 
have been keeping the es-
tablished stars on their toes.

Current Championship 
leader West, who competed 
in the World Championship 
for over a decade, and last 
year’s champion Karmaru-
zaman, a former Moto2 rid-
er, who trails the Aussie star 
by 12 points, will no doubt 
start firm favourites, but as 
in the previous three rounds 
in Thailand, Australia and 
Japan suggested, nothing 
is quite as straightforward. 

Also in the mix are two 
Japanese riders, 35-year old 
Koyama and Keisuke Kuri-

hara, 20, and Yuki 
Ito, 27, who won 
Race 2 in Australia.

From India’s 
perspective, Chen-
nai’s Rajiv Sethu, 
20, and Bengaluru-
based Anish Dam-
odara Shetty, 24, 
will be keenly fol-
lowed in the Asia 
Production 250cc 
category that In-
donesian Rheza 
Danica Ahrens has 
dominated with 
four consecutive 
wins in six races.

The two Indi-
ans are part of the Idemitsu 
Honda India Racing team 
along with Japan’s Taiga 
Hada, 19, who is competing 
in the 600cc class. 

Shetty, in his debut 
ARRC season, managed to 
pick up two points by finish-
ing 15th in both the races in 
Australia while Sethu is still 
in quest for his first points in 
his second season. Hada is 
13th in the 600cc class with 
24 points.

Shetty will also be figur-

ing in the two races of the 
Idemitsu Honda India Tal-
ent Cup (CBR 250, Open) 
organised by MMSC which 
he leads with 86 points from 
Coimbatore’s Senthil Kumar 
(63), both having won two 
races apiece in the previous 
two rounds.

The TVS One-Make 
Championship (Open) has 
also been very competitive 
with four races thus far over 
two rounds throwing up dif-
ferent winners. 

The top three riders -- 
Chennai duo Deepak Ravi-
kumar (70) and Vivek Pillai 
(61), and Bengaluru’s Yashas 
RL (58) -- are involved in a 
three-way battle with Hy-
derabad’s Peddu Sriharsha 
(46) and Amarnath K Me-
non (45) from Kozhikode 
not far behind.

Malaysian brave-hearts 
Md Helmi Azman (94) and 
Md Izzat Zaidi (93) are 
locked in a fierce battle in 
the Underbone 150cc cat-
egory which attracts the 
most number of entries 
and dishes out nail-biting 
finishes.

New Delhi, Aug. 1 (IANS): 
Cricket star Virat Kohli says 
in his initial days in the 
game, he was judged for 
his ‘cool’ appearance, due 
to which people had the 
perception that he would be 
a “flash in the pan”.

In an interview to the 
GQ India August 2018 issue, 
Kohli has spoken out about 
his audacious style which is 
relished by the millennials. 

“(When I started out), I 
was judged a lot. I would get 
constant feedback about 
my appearance.

The perception was that 
a person like me would only 
be a flash in the pan,” Kohli 
said.

“But the truth is if you 
work hard, the game will 
give back. The game doesn’t 
look at tattoos, it looks at 
commitment,” added the 
Indian skipper.

He also feels younger 
players have become more 
confident because there is 
no mandate anymore.

“If you have tattoos, ear-
rings or styled hair, you’re 
not stopped (at the junior 
levels) just because you’re 
flamboyant. It’s not like, if 
I style my hair or have tat-
toos, I won’t dive on the field 
because it’ll get spoiled,” 
he said.

When Kohli made his 
ODI debut, fresh off the 

U-19 World Cup victory in 
2008, he stood out.

“For me, winning is like 
an obsession. I’ve started to 
accept losses only now, but 
earlier, I would just go mad 
(when I lost).”

But now instead of ob-
sessing over winning every 
time, Kohli is learning to 
enjoy the responsibility he 
shoulders.

“I realise now this is not 
just about me working hard 
and doing something on 
the field, but also about 
seeing the larger picture. 
That I have this opportunity 
to do something special for 
my country,” added the 
29-year-old.

found confidence.
The Indian defence led 

by talismanic Savita un-
der the bar has produced 
a stellar performance 
throughout the tourna-
ment.

It was the forward-
line which was lacking 
the sting but last night’s 
performance would do a 
world of good for the strik-
ers’ confidence.

Skipper Rani feels India 
have gained confidence as 
the tournament has pro-
gressed and they would 
look to carry that forward 
going into the business-
end of the event. 

“Early in the tourna-
ment we didn’t do the one 
thing we needed to do 
score goals. But we have 
found the net now and we 
can definitely push on with 
our journey. We do not 
see that journey ending 
tomorrow,” she said.

It promises to be an ex-
citing encounter as Ireland 
have already proved that 
they are no pushovers and 
the outcome of the match 
will eventually depend on 
controlling the nerves at 
crucial stages.

Meanwhile, in the oth-
er quarterfinal of the day, 
the mighty Netherlands 
will take on hosts England.

San Jose (United States), 
Aug. 1 (Reuters): Twenty-
three times major champi-
on Serena Williams suffered 
the worst loss of her storied 
career on Tuesday, falling 
6-1 6-0 to Britain’s Johanna 
Konta in the first round of 
the Silicon Valley Classic.

After a routine hold to 
start the match, Williams 
lost the next 12 games in a 
one-sided affair that lasted 
less than an hour, stunning 
the partisan crowd of 3,000 
at San Jose State University.

Those expecting to see 
Williams continue to battle 
back after a difficult child 
birth last year were left dis-
appointed as the 36-year-
old committed 25 unforced 
errors to Konta’s nine and 
managed to put just 41 
percent of her first serves 

into play.
“I think she played 

well in the second set and 
I think I wasn’t sharp at all 
in the first set and she got 
confident and she clear-
ly ran away with it,” the 
American said after the 
loss.

Williams, who lost the 
Wimbledon final earlier 
this month to German An-
gelique Kerber, had never 
lost a match before where 
she did not win at least two 
games since turning pro 
in 1995.

As poorly as Williams 
played, the 27-year-old 
Konta was sharp, firing six 
aces and smacking 17 win-
ners to Williams’ nine while 
controlling the tempo of 
the match.

“She obviously wasn’t 

playing at her best level, 
nowhere near it, and I really 
just tried to play the match 
on my terms,” said Konta, 
who won the tournament 
two years ago.

“I tried to put aside the 
incredible champion she is 
and just play the player of 
the day,” she said.

“I felt I did better than 
her on the day but it’s still a 
humbling experience to be 
out here with her.”

With the loss Williams 
falls to 11-4 since returning 
to the tour and will look 
to bounce back when she 
competes in the Cincinnati 
Open next month, another 
hard court tune-up ahead 
of this year’s U.S. Open.

Konta will face Ameri-
can teenager Sofia Kenin in 
the second round.

Mumbai, Aug. 1 (Reuters): 
India’s wrestlers received 
a welcome boost ahead of 
this month’s Asian Games 
after the federation got au-
tomaker Tata Motors 
as their princi-
pal sponsor on 
Wednesday.

Wrestling 
has been the 
most produc-
t i ve  s p o r t  i n 
recent times at 
the Olympics 
for the coun-
try,  bringing 
in five medals 
- one silver and 
four bronze - in 
the last three 
Games.

While some wrestlers 
have received sponsorship 
in individual capacities, 
the Wrestling Federation 
of India had been looking 
for corporate support for 
its athletes’ international 
training and exposure trips.

Tata Motors, owner of 
British luxury brands Jag-

uar and Land Rover, will 
sponsor wrestling for three 
years, beginning with the 
upcoming Asian Games in 
Jakarta and will continue 
till 2021.

“I am happy with 
the adulation the sport 
has received ever since 
2008 Beijing Olym-
pics as we have been 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i n-

ning medals in three 
consecutive Olympics,” 

Sakshi Malik, who 
won a bronze at the 

Rio Olympics, 
told reporters.

“We have 
b e e n giving the best 
performances but have 
the least sponsors. This 
partnership will inspire us 
more.”

Financial details of the 
deal were not announced 
but Tata Motors said they 
will also support top per-
forming 50 wrestlers, both 
men and women, on both 
domestic and international 
circuit as part of the deal.

Sussex head coach 
Jason Gillespie greeted 
the news with undiluted 
delight. “I’m very big on 
continuity when it comes 
to tournaments and, as a 
general rule, I prefer not to 
have players dropping in 
for a few games,” said the 
43-year-old former Austra-
lian pace bowling great.

“Having said that, 
Rashid is the number one 
T20 bowler in the world 
and so having him in the 
team for any number of 
games would have added 
value -- as we have already 
seen -- but to now have 
him available for the whole 
of the group stage is abso-
lutely wonderful.”

London, Aug. 1 (Reuters): 
Everton have signed de-

fender Lucas Digne from 
Spanish champions Barce-

lona on a five-year contract, 
the Premier League club 
said on Wednesday.

The 25-year-old France 
international joins Ever-
ton after two seasons in 
Barcelona, where he made 
46 appearances across all 
competitions, as the Nou 
Camp outfit won the La 
Liga last term and retained 
the Spanish Cup.

“I want to show my best 
football here and discov-
er the best league in the 
world.

Everybody loves the 
Premier League. I am lov-
ing the fact I am coming 
here,” Digne told Everton’s 

website.
“I am not afraid, I am 

excited. For me, it is a new 
challenge to discover a 
country, a league, people 
and a great club such as 
Everton. It is fabulous.”

Digne, who missed 
out on France’s World Cup 
squad this year, previously 
played for French top-flight 
side Paris St Germain, win-
ning two Ligue 1 titles, and 
also completed a loan spell 
at Italy’s AS Roma.

Everton manager Mar-
co Silva praised Digne’s at-
tributes and welcomed the 
competition with Leighton 
Baines at left-back.

“He is a high-quality 
player, aggressive, with 
good technical ability and... 
he has demonstrated his 
clear quality in Barcelona,” 
Silva said.

“Lucas is a player who 
will add competitiveness 
in a position where we only 
had Leighton Baines last 
season and he is accus-
tomed to winning.

This is his mentality 
having captured titles in his 
career and having these on 
his resume.”

E v e r t o n  t r a v e l  t o 
Wolverhampton Wander-
ers in their opening league 
match on Aug. 11.
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Robert Lewandowski has a Bayern Munich contract until 2021 and 
club chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge has said the German giants 
will not sell the Polish star forward -- for any price.

Late Paul Rutsa’s son Thezakhrielie Levi Rutsa flagging off the Camp Chatsa programme on Wednesday, 
August 1 in Kohima.

EM Images

Velukho, second from left, celebrates with his teammate after scoring the third goal against United 16 
at the Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

Kidambi Srikanth of India plays a shot against Pablo Abian of Spain during their men's badminton 
singles match at the BWF World Championships in Nanjing, China on Wednesday, Aug. 1.

AP/PTI

Son Heung-Min

Temjen Imna Along, Minister Higher Education & Technical Education with members of Adventure and 
Motorsports Association Mokokchung (AMAM) posing for the lens at the Commissioner’s guest house in 
Mokokchung on Wednesday. AMAM led by its President Imkongmar Imchen and others paid a courtesy visit 
to the minister who is in Mokokchung for the Tsungremmong Hornbill Festival. It is to be noted here that 
Temjen Imna Along, Minister Higher Education & Technical Education is an Advisor to AMAM. During the 
visit, the AMAM gifted the minister with an AMAM t-shirt and a cap.

Srikanth, Sindhu advance at 
Badminton World Championships

A football nursery to unearth and nurture Goan talentManchester United beat 
Real Madrid in friendly

Tottenham's Son sorry to leave club for Asian Games

Velukho's hat-trick helps Khriekesa 
FC to register their first win in KFL

Northeast riders honour late Paul Rutsa

Courtesies

Chelsea target Lewandowski going nowhere, insists Bayern boss

Nanjing (China), Aug. 1 
(IANS): Indian stars Kidam-
bi Srikanth and P.V. Sindhu 
registered contrasting wins 
to enter the third round of 
the men's and women's 
singles at the Badminton 
World Championships here 
on Wednesday.

Srikanth registered a 
hard fought win over Pablo 
Abian of Spain while Sind-
hu had a much easier day 
in office, easing to a straight 
games victory over Fitriani 
of Indonesia.

The fifth seeded Sri-
kanth needed more than 
an hour to clinch a 21-15, 
12-21, 21-14 victory over 
his unseeded opponent.

He will face another un-
seeded opponent in Ameri-
can Daren Liew in the next 
round. The American de-
feated Misha Zilberman of 
Israel 21-16, 21-16 in the 
second round.

The first game was a 
closely fought see-saw 
affair  before Srikanth 
clinched four back-to-
back points to reach game 
point at 20-13. Although 
the Spaniard managed to 
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reduce the deficit, it was 
not enough to prevent the 
Indian from taking the 
opening game.

Abian made a strong 
comeback in the second 
game. He went into the 
break with a narrow 11-10 
lead and took the game 

away from Srikanth imme-
diately after the restart with 
an awe inspiring run of 
seven consecutive points.

The third and decisive 
game was also a neck-and-
neck fight, but the Indian 
held his own in the closing 
stages to clinch the issue.

Later in the day, Sind-
hu did not encounter too 
many problems, registering 
a 21-14, 21-9 victory over 
Fitriani.

The only period of the 
match when Fitriani man-
aged to match Sindhu was 
during the early stages of 

Berlin, Aug. 1 (AFP): Bayern 
Munich chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge has 
said Robert Lewandowski 
is not for sale -- at any price 
-- amid reports Chelsea are 
the latest top club chasing 
the Poland striker.

"Our door remains 
closed, the top quality we 
have at Bayern Munich will 
stay here," Rummenigge 
told Wednesday's edition of 
Munich-based newspaper 
TZ.

The UK media has sug-
gested Lewandowski, under 
contract at Bayern until 
2021, could move to Chel-
sea and the Polish striker's 
agent revealed in May that 
his client wants to leave 
Munich after four success-
ful years.

In the past, Lewan-
dowski has frequently been 
linked to Spanish giants 
Real Madrid.

However Rummenig-
ge says Lewandowski, the 
Bundesliga's top-scorer last 
season with 29 goals and 

who has a market value 
of around 85 million eu-
ros ($99 million), is going 
nowhere -- whatever the 
amount offered.

"With Robert, we clearly 
want to send a signal to 
people within and outside 
the club: Bayern Munich 
are completely different to 
other clubs who get weak 
when certain sums are 
mentioned," added Rum-
menigge.

"We are completely sat-
isfied with him, and in his 
position there are only a 
few players who are com-
parable.

"So it's not in our inter-
est to hand him over - no 
matter if someone puts 100 
or 150 million (euros) on 
the table."

Bayern have just re-
turned from a two-match 
tour of the USA, losing 2-0 
to Juventus and 3-2 to Man-
chester City without Lewan-
dowski and their interna-
tional stars, who were rested 
after the World Cup.

Miami (US), Aug. 1 (IANS): 
Manchester United beat 
Real Madrid 2-1 in a pre-
season soccer friendly as 
part of the International 
Champions Cup here.

Playing their first match 
under newly-appointed 
manager Julen Lopetegui 
on Tuesday, Real enjoyed 
more possession (66 per-
cent) but could not convert 
most of their chances, re-
ports EFE news agency.

Manchester United got 
ahead in the 18th minute 
after Alexis Sanchez scored 
on an assist from Matteo 
Darmian.

The English club dou-
bled their lead in the 27th 
minute when Ander Her-
rera netted a header by 
Sanchez.

Real scored one back in 
added time of the first half, 
in the 48th minute when 
captain Karim Benzema 
beat Manchester goalkeep-
er David de Gea on a cross 
by Theo Hernandez.

The Spaniards made re-
peated attacks on the Man 
U goal in the second half, 
but were either thwarted 
by the strong Manchester 
defence or their shots went 
wide.

Panjim, Aug. 1 (IANS): Goa 
is known for its beaches, 
churches and good life. 
But this coastal state also 
has much to offer when it 
comes to sports, particu-
larly football -- a game that 
is in the blood of most Goan 
youngsters.

A longish drive from the 
famous beaches, into the 
suburbs of Panjim, allows 
you to discover the hidden 
talent of this small state. 
This is where the SESA Foot-
ball Academy has taken on 
the responsibility of training 
around 40 state-based kids 
with world-class facilities 
in a place virtually hidden 
from the outer world.

Once a mining area, it 

has now been redeveloped 
by the Vedanta group, the 
mining giant, which runs 
the academy and helps local 
talent to fulfill their dreams.

"I had the passion but I 
lacked the support. I didn't 
had any proper playground, 
but here I feel that I have 
moved a step ahead in mak-
ing my dream come true," a 
13-year-old budding foot-
baller said.

"When your seniors go 
on to make headlines in 
newspapers, it drives us 
forward," he added.

The academy, having 
already producing several 
star footballers, of which 
eight have represented dif-
ferent Indian Super League 

(ISL) clubs, is set to create 
new stars.

And in a big boost, the 
SESA Football Academy was 
recently accred-
ited by the All 
India Foot-
ball Fed-
eration 
(AIFF), 
w h i c h 
will now 
enable it 
to partici-
pate in the 
Under-13, 
U - 1 5  a n d 
the U-18 Youth 
Leagues in the 
coming season. This 
move by the AIFF could give 
a competitive edge to the 

budding talent.
The U-13 team will be 

created purely from the 
Vedanta Football Schools 

programme, mak-
ing it  a 100 

p e r c e n t 
in-house 

t e a m 
drawn 
f r o m 
t h e 

g r a s s -
roots pro-

g r a m m e . 
T h e  U - 1 5 

t e a m  w i l l 
comprise kids 
from the resi-

dential academy in 
Sankhali which is fully made 
up of Goan talent.

The U-18 team will con-
tinue to scout talent from 
Goa, as well as from other 
states.

"In Goa, football is a 
part of the culture and a 
way of life. Being a com-
munity-oriented company, 
SESA Goa pioneered the 
emergence of a solid youth 
development project in the 
form of a residential foot-
ball academy. Since Goa 
was home to the company 
(Vedanta), the state was an 
obvious choice for us to set 
up the academy," SESA Goa 
CEO Sukhwinder Singh told 
IANS.

On the difference with 
other academies, Singh 
said: "SESA Football Acad-

emy is one of the first resi-
dential academies not only 
in Goa but also in India."

"The academy has a 
unique distinction of cre-
ating the highest number 
of players for the national 
team, the ISL teams, the I-
League teams and the Goa 
Pro League from the state 
of Goa. 

"All the top clubs in Goa 
have benefited from the 
supply chain that was cre-
ated by our academy, which 
includes seven national 
team players and more 
than 12 ISL players from 
amongst the 150 players 
who have graduated from 
the residential academy so 
far," he added.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 1 (EMN): Velukho Rhakho 
scored a hat-trick as 10-man Khriekesa 
FC thrashed United 16 FC 4-1 during their 
league match at the ongoing 2nd Kohima 
Football League at the Kohima local ground 
on Wednesday.

A send off for Kekhriengulie Usou in 
the second half didn't matter much for 
Khriekesa as they scored three successive 
goals to register their first win in the tourna-
ment. With the win, bottom side Khriekesa 
FC will move above United 16 in 6th place.

United 16 started the match brightly 
and their chance came in the 5th minute 
when the referee awarded a penalty for a 
foul inside the box, but Longkhoi missed 
the spot kick. Jonathan also almost got their 
team into the score sheet when his free kick 
was deflected by the keeper Mhasiletuo and 
hit the crossbar in 8th minute.

Khriekesa first chance came through 
Kekhriengulie Usuo when his teammate 
latched a cross into his path but he hit the 
ball wide off the target in the 6th minute.

It was Khriekesa FC who took the lead 
through a stunning free kick from Velukho 

Rhakho in the 14th minute to give the lead. 
Khrieneituo of Khriekesa hit the crossbar in 
the 27th minute.

Longkhoi then capitalised on his earlier 
mistake by scoring the first goal for United 
XI in the 37th minute with the help of the 
soggy ground to get the equaliser. The first 
half ended 1-1.

In the second half, Kekhriengulie Usou 
was sent off by the referee for a violent 
conduct in the 54th minute but that didn't 
hamper the team as United failed to seize 
the opportunity.

It was all Khriekesa side as Velukho 
scored from another free kick in the 78th 
minute after the opponent failed to clear 
the ball.

In the last minute, Khriekesa FC got 
their chance to score again as referee gifted 
a penalty for a handball inside the box. Ve-
lukho coolly converted the spot kick to com-
plete his hat-trick in 89th minute. Vimelie 
head home the fourth goal from a corner 
kick in the 92nd minute to finish the game.

Thursday's match
Ziekiezou SC vs Twenty XI FC Viswema at 

2 pm

the opening game. But 
Sindhu took charge after 
the break, taking six con-
secutive points to build up 
a comfortable lead which 
she never relinquished.

The Hyderabad shut-
tler completely dominated 
the second game, scoring 
almost at will to simply 
blow away the Indonesian's 
challenge.

But it was curtains for 
other Indians in action on 
Wednesday. In the men's 
singles Sameer Verma lost 
21-17, 21-14 to veteran Chi-
nese star Lin Dan while 
H.S. Prannoy went down 
21-8, 16-21, 15-21 to Ygor 
Coelho of Brazil. 

In  m e n ' s  d o u b l e s, 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty went 
down fighting by a 21-18, 
15-21, 21-16 margin to 
eighth seeds Kim Astrup 
and Anders Skaarup Ras-
mussen of Denmark.

In women's doubles, 
Ashwini Ponnappa and 
N. Sikki Reddy lost 21-14, 
21-15 to the second seeded 
Japanese pair of Yuki Fuku-
shima and Sayaka Hirota.

London, Aug. 1 (IANS): 
English Premier League 
side Tottenham Hostpur's 
striker Son Heung-Min 
feels sorry for having to 
leave his club to represent 
South Korea at the Asian 
Games this month.

The 26-year-old is one 
of three overage players 
who has been named in 
South Korea's Under-23 
squad for the tournament 
starting August 14.

"I feel sorry because 
Tottenham is my team and 
I feel very sorry to be leav-
ing my teammates," Son 
was quoted as saying by 
ESPNFC.

Handed a new five-year 
contract recently, Totten-
ham agreed to release Son 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Aug. 1 (EMN): Mo-
torcycle riders from Mani-
pur, Assam, Meghalaya and 
Nagaland paid rich trib-
utes to Nagaland Adven-
ture Club (NAC) founding 
member KK Paul Rutsa, 
who passed away on July 
16 last.

Adventure sports enthu-
siasts chose to pay homage 

to late Rutsa, who was a pio-
neering figure in the state’s 
adventure sports arena, 
by organising an event on 
Wednesday under the ban-
ner ‘A Celebration of Life’ 
in commemoration of his 
39th birthday which falls on 
August 1.

Family friend Pheluop-
fhelie Kesiezie and Peter 
Rutsa, elder brother of Paul 

Rutsa spoke at the service. 
In recognition of the legacy 
left behind by late Rutsa in 
the diary of the NAC, the 
NAC has inducted his son 
Thezakhrielie Levi Rutsa as 
a lifetime member of the 
association. Later, the riders 
proceeded to Camp Chatsa 
for another memorial pro-
gramme which was flagged 
off by Thezakhrielie Levi.

after their opening game 
at Newcastle on August 11.

"I am playing for my 
country and that is also 
important, but honestly I 
feel very sorry about that. 
That is what I feel," he said.

"We can talk about (the 
national service) after-
wards. We haven't won it 
already. We are going there 
to win something, and win-
ning trophies for my coun-
try is always good. I don't 

travel there for nothing."
Son and his South Kore-

an teammates would want 
to erase the pain of World 
Cup group stage exit by 
winning gold at the Games 
in Indonesia.

South Korea lost their 
opening two matches 
against Sweden and Mexico 
-- although they went on to 
beat Germany in their third 
and final game.

"It was disappointing 
but we finished well against 
Germany," said Son. 

"Our country was hap-
py because they were No. 
1 in the FIFA rankings and 
the defending World Cup 
champions. For me, the 
tournament was disap-
pointing because I always 

expect more than the group 
stage. I wanted to stay lon-
ger than we did. But it was 
a good experience to play 
at the World Cup and I look 
forward to playing in an-
other in four years."

O n  t e a m m a t e  a n d 
World Cup's Golden Boot 
winner in Russia Harry 
Kane, Son said: "Harry 
Kane is one of the best 
strikers in the world. That is 
why he has won the Golden 
Boot twice in the Premier 
League and once at his first 
World Cup.

"He deserved it as well 
because he worked really 
hard. He will come back 
with a lot of confidence and 
I think he can win another 
Golden Boot."

Several of their top play-
ers, however, are the subject 
of rumoured high-profile 
transfers.

Jerome Boateng is re-
portedly on the verge of 
joining Paris Saint-Ger-
main, while Arturo Vidal 
has been linked to Inter 
Milan, Thiago Alcantara 

could return to Barcelona 
and defender Juan Bernat is 
up for sale.

At the other end of the 
financial scale, Bayern have 
signed Robert Kovac as as-
sistant coach for a nominal 
fee of just one euro.

Robert, 44, the younger 
brother of Bayern's new 

head coach Niko, 46, has 
joined his sibling in Munich.

The brothers worked 
together at Eintracht Frank-
furt last season and Bayern 
paid a token gesture to buy 
Robert out of his Frankfurt 
contract.

"Yes, it's true," Ein-
tracht's director of sport 
Fredi Bobic confirmed in 
German daily Bild.

"It could have also been 
zero, so we agreed on a sym-
bolic gesture of a euro, also 
for legal reasons.

"It's normal practice, 
even if it sounds funny."

Bayern start their week-
long pre-season training 
camp in the idyllic Bavar-
ian resort of Tegernsee on 
Thursday.

They will attempt to 
win a seventh straight Ger-
man league title with the 
new season to kick off on 
August 24 when they host 
Hoffenheim. Bayern face 
Manchester United in their 
final pre-season friendly on 
Sunday.


