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Displaced families of Pezielietsie Colony, Kohima line up for lunch arranged by the colony council.
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 31 (EMN): 
While the government has 
admitted to Kohima being 
the worse hit district by 
heavy monsoon rains so far, 
more than 60 families had 
to be evacuated from their 
residences due to landslides 
triggered by inclement 
weather. Around 40 house-
holds in Pezielietsie and 
26 in Hospital colony were 
necessitated to vacate their 
houses on Monday evening 
and early Tuesday as the 
houses where they resided 
were affected by slides.

The DDMA is said to 
be ready to provide the dis-
placed families with tempo-
rary shelters but the latter 
have so far made their own 
arrangements. Emergency 
relief have been extended to 
the affected families.

News of evacuation of 
houses at other localities 
including Paramedical and 
Jotsoma were also doing the 
rounds but this could not 
be confirmed at the time of 
filing of this report.

Meanwhile, NHAK-Tin-
patti bypass road was com-
pletely cut off since Tuesday 
morning due to severe sub-
sidence occurring near Soul 
Harvest Church.

There were reports 
of blockade on Peducha-
Chesema-Kohima road 
earlier, but the DDMA of-
ficials have informed that 

the route was partially 
open and traffic was be-
ing regulated.The worst 
affected area in Kohima is 
the Pezielietsie Colony, Tin-
patti where more than forty 
families have been affected 
and rendered homeless. 
Colony residents were seen 
dismantling houses and 
shifting their belongings to 
safer places.

Talking to mediaper-
sons, Keduolhoulie Chiese, 
chairman Pezelietsie Colony 
said more than 40 families 
residing in 26 houses were 
evacuated and 16 houses 
were severely damaged. He 
said a temporary makeshift 
has been arranged to enable 
the residents to store their 
belongings till a proper ar-
rangement is made.

Chiese said the youth 
and the council is doing is 
best in locating and arrang-
ing rented house for the 
displaced families, while 
some are shifting to relatives 
for the time being. 

Attributing the land-
slides to the unfinished 
drainage construction in 
the colony in three places, 
which has been left un-
attended for the past few 
years, Chiese said with the 
onset of the monsoon rains 
the landslides in the now 
affected area started since 
June.

For Dzühüvolü Swuro 
who stays with her three 

small children in their re-
cently constructed home, 
it was devastating, shock-
ing and painful. Talking to 
Eastern Mirror, Swuro said 
she has and her children 
shifted to this house seven 
months back – ‘a home of 
their own’ constructed with 
years of saving. 

With a distraught look 
on her face, Swuro said as 
her husband is an army and 
deputed outside, this inci-
dent left her shocked and 
helpless as she has to take 
care of her three small chil-
dren and also to shift their 
belongings to a safer place.

People were seen help-
ing her with her things and 
dismantling whatever is left 
of their newly constructed 
home. On being enquired, 
she said their belongings 
have been shifted to the 
makeshift put up by the 
colony and that they would 
be temporarily residing at 
relative’s place for now.

The drainages con-
structed under the AMRUT 
scheme 2013-14 with only 
35% of the works done was 
left unattended and un-
checked by the government. 
The accumulated water in 
the said drainages is said 
to have overflowed to the 
residential areas leading to 
the major landslides.

The district, it was in-
formed has been extending 
help to the displaced fami-

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The 
chief secretary of Nagaland, 
Temjen Toy on Tuesday called 
an emergency meeting of the 
state government’s top officials 
‘to take stock of the alarming 
situation arising out of unre-
mitting monsoon rain.’

According to a DIPR re-
port, Toy told the officers that 
Nagaland was facing an emer-
gency-like situation and many 
district headquarters including 
Kohima were being threatened 
to be cut off completely due to 
damages caused to roads.

He instructed the officers 
to take measures to ensure that 
‘major roads connecting all 
district headquarters are not 
completely cut off.’ 

The chief secretary said 
that the department concerned 
should ensure that at least one 
lifeline connecting towns is 
‘maintained’ during the period.  

He also discussed with the 
officers about what the report 
stated was ‘impending danger 
of shortage of essential com-
modities and fuel.’

While reviewing the ‘road 
connectivity’ between Kohima 
and Dimapur, Toy told the of-
ficer of Public Works Depart-
ment to deploy adequate man-
power and machineries ‘to fight 
against fury of the nature such 
as landslides and sinking of the 
roads caused by the incessant 
rains.’

If the situation worsens, Toy 

informed, he was in touch with 
top army officers and other 
agencies to get their assistance. 

According to him, they were 
willing to assist the state gov-
ernment’s agencies.      

If the situation should 
worsen, essential commodities 
will be airlifted to those areas 
that have been completely cut 
off for days, he said.

Toy also expressed worry 
at the situation at Sidzü River 
where a major landslide has 
blocked the river ‘completely.’ 

Describing it as an ‘immi-
nent threat to the habitations 
downstream’, Toy told repre-
sentatives from the Nagaland 
State Disaster Management 
Authority to ‘do necessary ac-
tion to see that there is no loss 
of live or to at least minimise 
the damage by way of taking 
adequate pre-emptive measure 
in the event of the worse hap-
pening.’

Nagaland commissioner, 
M Patton told the meeting that 
reports from deputy commis-
sioners have described the 
situation across the state as 
‘very alarming.’ He urged coor-
dinated action from among the 
departments/agencies. 

 The director general of Na-
galand police, John Longkumer 
informed that information has 
been seen to all SPs and bat-
talion headquarters to be at the 
ready to extend all assistance 
when called for. 

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The Kohima village 
youth organisation (KVYO) has issued what it 
stated was a directive on “public road safety and 
free vehicular movement” in Kohima and sur-
rounding areas.

A press release from the organisation listed 
nine suggestions/measures: (produced verba-
tim)   

1. KVYO volunteers will be regulating vehicu-
lar movements and parking under its jurisdic-
tion indefinitely.

2. KVYO will also be assisting the traffic po-
lice at various critical locations affected by land-
slides in the capital and its surrounding areas.

3. KVYO directs all vehicles users to park, in 
such a manner that it doesn’t cause inconven-
ience to other road users be it under city limits, 
municipal wards, and colonies or in the village.

4. The KVYO will not be tolerating any misbe-
haviour on public roads by drivers and owners.

5. All vehicles be it private, commercial, gov-
ernment or military are reminded to abide traffic 
rules and fellow common driving etiquette’s/
Rules.

6. No Vehicular overtaking will be tolerated 
except for medical emergencies.

7. KVYO advices commuters, especially 
those carrying school children to be prepared 
for prolonged traffic jams by carrying basic food 
and water in their vehicles.

8. To park or halt all vehicles with caution and 
after visually checking terrain and objects stabil-
ity both above and below the road.

9. The BRO/GREF and the state government 
is seriously requested to check and maintain 
the damaged roads within their jurisdiction at 
the earliest. Natural calamities are unavoidable 
but negligence on the part of authorities will 
not be tolerated. Any untoward incident(s) aris-
ing out of government apathy will be of serious 
repercussions.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
A tripartite agreement on 
augmentation of water sup-
ply to Kohima was signed 
on Tuesday at the State 
Banquet Hall in Kohima. 
The agreement was signed 
among Poilwa village, 
Khonoma village and the 
government of Nagaland, 
according to a DIPR report. 

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio said it was a ‘red-letter 
day for all.’ he expressed 
gratitude to the two villages 
“for being large hearted 
and showing support and 
cooperation to give water 
supply from Teupuiki river 
and Dzupfu river.”

He said that it will set 
an example to the whole of 
Nagaland to be cooperative 
and supportive; and con-
tribute and participate in 
developing the state. ‘The 
first need of life is water and 
without water nothing can 
exist on earth,’ Rio said. 

He stated that in 1977 
the population of Kohima 
was around 21547 and in 
2011 it increased to 123114; 
by 2050 it is expected to 
cross 3 lakhs. Likewise, the 
need for water will continue 

to increase ‘and after twenty 
years 30 million litres per 
day will be required.’

‘I am happy that the two 
villages had buried their 
difference and signed the 
agreement. It is now the 
responsibility of the govern-
ment to find the resource 
to bring water supply to 
Kohima,’ Rio said. 

Also stressing on con-
servation of the rich biodi-
versity of Nagaland, he said 
once we start conserving the 
forest it will be the main at-
traction for tourists and such 
initiative will leave a legacy 
to the next generation.

The chief  minister 
thanked the two villages for 
resolving their differences 
and signing the historic 
agreement to help the peo-
ple living in Kohima.

The chairman Poilwa 
village council, I Daniel Ze-
liang shared optimism that 
the agreement will see a 
new beginning of prosperity 
and ‘faster development.’

He added that today’s 
event did not come easy 
but because of some broad-
minded Intellectuals from 
both the villages, and for the 
greater interest of the both 

the villages in particular and 
the Nagas in general, the 
agreement was signed.

He stated that the Poimi 
Baudi Nagaland and Poilwa 
Village Council signed the 
agreement to bury the dif-
ferences between Poilwa 
and Khonoma and use the 
water resources for the 
‘greater cause and interest 
of the state of Nagaland.’  

Speaking on behalf of 
Khonoma village council, 
Huzo Meru thanked God 
for the ‘momentous occa-
sion where they could come 
together in unison to create 
a history.’ He said that since 
becoming the chief minister 
earlier, Neiphiu Rio had ini-
tiated and pursued tapping 
of water from Dzupfu River.

‘And Khonoma people 
had no objection for water 
supply to Kohima and did 
not ask anything in return 
but due to some undesir-
able factors and resurgence 
of boundary dispute the 
proposal was (at) stalemate 
for quite some time,’ he said. 

Meru also mentioned 
that attempts have been 
made during the tenure 
of TR Zeliang and Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu.

After receiving the pro-
posal again, several meet-
ings were held at different 
levels and they were not 
without hiccups, obstacles 
and opposition, he shared. 
But the final consent was 
achieved on July 28 at the 
panchayat hall of Khonoma 
village. 

Meru thanked Rio for 
his persistence, bold deci-
sion and magnanimity in 
making the occasion pos-
sible. He also thanked advi-
sor to the chief minister of 
Nagaland, Viketol Sakhrie 
for taking great care of the 
logistics and carrying out 
all preparations and com-
munications pertaining to 
this water project.

The deputy chief min-
ister of Nagaland, Y Patton 
expressed gratitude to two 
villages. Expressing happi-
ness over the agreement, 
he said, several attempts 
at water supply to the state 
capital had failed but hoped 
the tripartite agreement 
would turn into a reality. 

He asked the state gov-
ernment to be firm and 
stand on the assurances 
that they have committed 
to the two villages.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The Khonoma 
village council on Tuesday informed that it 
has ‘looked into the reported incidence of 
vandalism’ of the monument of Khrisanisa 
Seyie, the first president of the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nagaland. 

A press release from the council stated 
that a “party of six young men was sent 
earlier last month by the village council to 
paint the sign boards and the view point 
waiting- shed on the edge of the monument 
premises.

“A small amount of left-over paint was 
left in a corner of the area painted. We have 
found that the paint in the container left be-
hind and the light paint of the heart-shape 
artwork are identical. The painting done on 

the reverse side of the historic monument 
was totally wrong, uncalled for and we con-
demn the irresponsible act,” it stated. 

However, the council stated that it was 
‘inclined to take the view that we do not 
sense malicious intention on the part of the 
unknown graffiti artist to show disrespect or 
worse to anyone.’

“The heart-shape painted probably sug-
gests stirring emotions he or she felt after 
seeing the memorial stone and reading the 
solemn words inscribed on the front, rather 
than malice or ill will. The matter therefore 
is closed. Should the person speculated 
about respond by simply owning the error 
to us, the matter will be closed with no room 
for any possible misgivings.”

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 31 (EMN): Two days after five boys 
drowned in a sweeping current of the Tsutha river 
between Huker under Tuensang district and Ag-
hunato in Zunheboto district, search and rescue 
volunteers retrieved one more body on Tuesday 
morning, taking the number of this monsoon’s 
casualties to four. The remains of two of the boys 
were recovered downstream on Monday while a 
young girl’s body was found at Dzücharü at Phe-
sama in Kohima district on the same day.

Over a thousand volunteers from neighbour-
ing villages of Huker and Aghunato along with the 
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) personnel 
were said to be engaged in the search operations 
to find the other two boys whom the authorities 
fear could be dead. Due to inclement weather, 
official sources said the operation was suspended 
Tuesday evening, but it would resume at day break 
on August 1.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The 
governor of Nagaland, PB Ach-
arya as well as the chief minis-
ter, Neiphiu have wished the 
Ao community on the occa-
sion of Tsüngremong.

According to a Raj Bha-
van statement on Tuesday, 
Acharya was of the view that 
Tsüngremong should ‘provide 
opportunities for budding 

generations and other villag-
ers to display their skills and 
physical strength. He also en-
couraged the Ao’s to safeguard 
and promote their rich culture 
and traditions through the 
festival.’

Rio wished that the festival 
will ‘foster peace, brotherhood 
and goodwill’. The chief minis-
ter tweeted his greetings. 

Eastern Mirror wishes the best to all the readers 
especially the Ao community on the occasion of 
Tsüngremong. May this festival usher in peace and 
blessings for all.

New Delhi, July 31 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said the publication of the 
complete draft NRC of As-
sam cannot be the basis of 
any coercive action against 
anyone since it is merely a 
draft.

It also directed the Cen-
tre to formulate standard 
operating procedure (SOP) 
to deal with claims and ob-
jections.

The apex court directed 
the Centre to place the SOP 
before it for approval and 
said it should be fair and giv-
ing reasonable opportunity 
to contest exclusion.

A bench of justices Ran-
jan Gogoi and R F Nariman 
said the Centre should place 
the SOP before it by August 
16 and that a local registrar 
has to give notice to those 
who have filed claims and 
objections, and give them 
reasonable opportunity for 
hearing.

At the outset, Assam Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) coordinator Prateek 
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Hajela placed before the 
court its status report giving 
details of publication of the 
draft NRC yesterday.

To this the bench asked 
what was the future course 
of action.

Hajela told the court 
that the claims and objec-
tions with regard to inclu-
sion and exclusion in the 
NRC could be filed from 
August 30 to September 28.

He said till August 7, the 
draft NRC is being made 
available to the people to 
see whether their names are 

there or not.
Attorney General K K 

Venugopal , appearing for 
the Centre, said the minis-
try concerned is willing to 
formulate modalities of the 
SOP to deal with the proc-
ess of claims and objections 
and that courts should di-
rect that no coercive action 
shall be taken till equal op-
portunity is given to all.

T h e  b e n c h  a s k e d 
Venugopal to place the SOP 
before it for approval.

The second and final 
draft of the NRC, which is 

a list of the state's citizens, 
was published yesterday 
with over 2.89 crore names 
out of 3.29 crore applicants 
in Assam. Names of around 
40.07 lakh applicants did 
not figure in the document.

The first draft of the NRC 
for Assam was published in 
December end as per the 
top court's direction. It was 
published on the interven-
ing night of December 31 
and January 1 where names 
of 1.9 crore people out of the 
3.29 crore applicants were 
incorporated.

Assam, which had faced 
influx of people from Bang-
ladesh since the early 20th 
century, is the only state 
having an NRC, which was 
first prepared in 1951.

The top court had earlier 
said that the claims of those 
citizens, whose names do 
not figure in the draft NRC 
for Assam published by De-
cember 31 last year, would 
be scrutinised and included 
in the subsequent list, if 
found genuine.

lies. The NSDMA rescue and 
operation team were also 
seen at the affected site.

Panic over closure of  
fuel outlets
As the rains continue to 
create havoc and with most 
of the fuel outlets remain-
ing closed today, citizens 
of Kohima were in a kind 
of frenzy and seen rush-
ing from one fuel outlet to 
another. 

When contacted, Kohi-
ma Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (KCCI) presi-
dent, Jabou Sekhose assured 
the people not to panic un-
necessarily. He said the fuel 
outlets remain closed as the 
fuel tankers are stranded 
and lined near Meeriema 
due to the massive land-
slides at Meriema.

Sekhose said the fuel 
tankers will reach Kohima 
as soon as the road is clear 
for the tankers to pass by, 
and added that there will be 
enough for all.

Despite  the assur-
ance by the chief secretary, 
Temjen Toy on July 30 on 
the availability of adequate 
stock of essential commodi-
ties, fearing the worst, there 
is an underlying fear and 
panic among the populace 
to store adequate essential 
commodities and supplies.

Secretariat road cut off
The arterial road that leads 
to the state’s power cen-
tre - the Civil Secretariat, 
Assembly Secretariat, and 
most of the state’s directo-
rates- via Sanuorü stream, 
was cordoned off after se-
vere subsidence occurred 
in the area.

The Kohima District 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA) informed 
that the part of the road 
had sunk about three feet 
till Tuesday due to which, 
vehicular passage had to 
be stopped. The neigh-
bouring Working Women’s 
Hostel was also reported to 
be evacuated late Monday 
evening as a precautionary 
measure. Residents of the 
area and office goers were 
required to take alternative 
routes.
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Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The Naga People’s Front, 
Central Youth Wing today said that the “issue of Il-
legal Immigrants should not be subjected to mere 
political debate”. The NPF Central Youth Wing, 
while defending the words of its ‘leader’  TR Ze-
liang, asserted “the appeal of our leader, TR Zeliang 
stands firm and the Naga peoples’ Front once again 
fervently call upon the people of Nagaland to fight 
against the influx of illegal immigrant into the State”. 

Saying that the ‘issue of Illegal Immigrants 
should not be subjected to mere political debate’, 
the release stated  that the ‘Leader of Opposition’ 
raised the pertinent issue as this was  necessitated 
due to the release of National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in  Assam which would very likely endanger 
the State of Nagaland since huge  influx cannot be 
controlled by checking of Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
alone. 

It expressed surprise over what it termed, ‘the 
immaturity of the ruling Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP)  voiced out by their Youth 
Organisation through its press release appeared in 
the local dailies on 30 July 2018, regarding ahead 
of the publication of Assam’s National Register of 
Citizens (NCR) final draft, in which Leader of  Op-
position expressed his concerned and appealing all 
the Nagas particularly  the Government of the day to 
ponder upon for the preventative measures  against 
the influx of the illegal immigrants into the state’. 

“It is highly essential on the part of the Govern-
ment to place additional  administrative officers 
and forces to border areas of the State,” stated the 
release. 

The NPF Youth Wing lamented that the NDPP 
‘as usual’ deviated from the core issue and turned 
the appeal of the Leader of Opposition, TR Zeliang 
into an irrelevant personal issue.  

In this regard, the release stated that it is s highly 
essential on the part of the Government to place ad-
ditional  administrative officers and forces to border 
areas of the State.  

The NPF Central Youth Wing urged the state 
government to come out with clear cut road-map 
on how to uproot the chronic problem of illegal 
immigrants in the Naga society instead of taking it 
to the arena of political parties at this crucial time. 

“The Government of the day should act instead 
of simply issuing advisories. We should look at the 
prevailing burning situation and hammer out a 
solution instead of adding more fuel to the burning 
house,” the NPF Youth Wing stated. 

Therefore, the release stated that the appeal of 
TR Zelaing stands firm and “once again fervently 
call upon the people of Nagaland to fight against the 
influx of illegal immigrant into the State”. 

 “The time to play the devil’s advocate and mud-
slinging should be put to rest as crying over spilled 
milk will not yield result far less curb the issue of 
IBIs,” the release stated. 

Gov. greets Chang community 
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya, has extended 
his greetings to the Chang 
community on the occasion 
of Naknyulüm festival. 

In a message, governor 
stated that ‘Naknyu Festival 
symbolises the conquest 
of light over darkness.’ He 
urged the people to resolve 
and to eradicate evils in so-
ciety and celebrate the fes-

tival with traditional peace, 
unity and harmony.

T h e  g ove r n o r  a l s o 
opined that Naknyulüm 
should provide opportuni-
ties for budding generations 
and other villagers to dis-
play their skills and physical 
strength. He encouraged 
the Chang community to 
safeguard and promote 
their rich culture and tradi-
tions through the festival. 

Phek additional SP issues 
advisory to commuters
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
The additional superin-
tendent of Police, Phek, 
Tokavi Achumi has in-
formed commuters cross-
ing Phek district that due 
to landslides caused by 
incessant rain, the road be-
tween Meluri and Kiphire 
has been blocked at 3km, 
8km, and 16 km from Me-
luri town.

According to DIPR re-
port massive landslide has 
occurred between Meluri 
and Lanezho at two lo-
cations; between Lanye 

check gate and BSF camp 
and between Aksah Bridge 
and Meluri. The road be-
tween Chakabama and RD 
Block, Kikruma has also 
been blocked due to heavy 
landslide. 

It has informed that res-
toration work is on but due 
to the continuous rainfall, 
work is being hampered. 
Police personnel along with 
the departments in con-
cern, the SDRF team, Phek 
district as well as volun-
teers are said to have been 
deployed.

Mokokchung DPDB meeting 
on Aug. 7
The Mokokchung District Planning and Development 
Board (DPDB) monthly meeting has been scheduled 
on Aug. 7 in the ADC’s (Planning) conference hall from 
11 am. All the board members have been requested to 
attend the meeting.    
 

Sale of firecrackers banned 
Mokokchung 
To maintain peace and tranquility during the upcom-
ing Tsungremmong Hornbill Festival, the deputy 
commissioner of Mokokchung, Sachin Jaiswal, has 
informed all the denizen of the town that sale and 
use of firecrackers are totally banned in and around 
Mokochung town. The district administration has 
warned defaulters with punishment according to the 
provision of the law. 

GPF 2017-18 available online
The office of Accountant General, Kohima has in-
formed GPF subscribers of the state government that 
annual GPF statement for the year 2017-18 has been 
uploaded on office website on July 31. Therefore, 
subscribers are informed to log in to agnagaland.gov.
in with individual confidential PIN received on the 
registered mobile number. In case of any problem, 
subscribers may contact the helpdesk for assistance 
and guidance. 

Leo Club to organize 
Friendship Day prog
The Leo Club of Dimapur will be organizing a Friend-
ship Day programme on August 5 from 1 pm onwards 
at the Lions Club Park, Midland in Dimapur. The club 
informed that renowned artists from Northeast will 
be performing during the programme and contest 
for Mr. and Miss Friendship” which is open to all. 
For passes or any other queries one may contact the 
following numbers: +917005634418, +919862765244, 
+919774351044, or +917005224733.

NEWS IN BRIEF

NPF lauds Parliamentary 
Standing Committee
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
The Nagaland People’s 
Front Legislature Par-
ty has appreciated the 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee for acknowl-
edging “the uniqueness 
of Naga history and the 
eagerness and desire of 
the Naga people for a per-
manent early solution” in 
its recent report.   

A press release from 
the party on Tuesday ex-
pressed further apprecia-
tion to the committee for 
demanding an early solu-
tion to the Naga political 
issue. 

It urged the Parlia-
ment to discuss the report 
in both the Houses at the 

earliest.  
‘Aliens’ into Nagaland 

According to the party 
there was a possibility of 
large scale migration of 
what it termed “aliens” 
into Nagaland as fallout 
of the Assam NRC results 
declared recently. 

“While appreciating 
the stand taken by certain 
NGOs who have voiced 
concern on the issue, 
the NPF legislature party 
urges the government 
to immediately deploy 
more administrative and 
police forces to the border 
areas to assist the existing 
ones to tackle the issue 
and also keep in place 
an exigency system to 

prevent influx of illegal 
immigrants till a sustain-
able system can be put in 
place,” it stated. 
Solidarity

The party also ex-
pressed its solidarity with 
the people of Nagaland 
in the light of the natural 
calamities the state is fac-
ing; and sorrow at the loss 
of lives.  

It claimed that the 
‘government has failed its 
promise to repair the HQ 
roads in sixty days but, 
at least it should give full 
effort to mitigate the suf-
ferings of the commuters 
due to natural calamities 
and also compensate loss 
of lives.’

PAC condemns multiple taxes levied on public
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The Public 
Action Committee (PAC) under the 
aegis of Naga Council Dimapur (NCD) 
has condemned the multiple taxes 
being levied on the public both by the 
Naga political groups, welfare unions / 
societies and st ate government agen-
cies. A press release received from PAC 
convener, Vekhosayi Nyekha and NCD 
vice president, K Ghoketo Chophy 
informed that the committee held a 
discussion on this issue on July 26.

The committee has condemned 

the “activities of Naga Political Groups 
serving demand notes and intimidat-
ing the business community with 
arms within Dimapur.” It called upon 
Naga political groups to stop all such 
activities immediately and maintain 
their commitment to shun away from 
various tax collections with true spirit 
and not in words alone. 

The meeting agreed that 19 tribal 
hohos, NCD, DUCCF, DCCI, NWHD 
and the Senior Citizens Forum would 
conduct consultative meetings with 

their respective members / tribes 
and deliberate on how to streamline 
the burden of multiple taxation, syn-
dicates, lease systems and various 
taxes by Naga political groups, unions/
organizations etc; including state gov-
ernment agencies. The PAC stated this 
added to the burden of the public and 
affecting economy.

The reports from these meetings 
are to be submitted to the PAC on or 
before August 18, the press release 
stated.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
With the abnormal rise in 
reserve water level (RWL) 
of Doyang dam due to 
incessant rain in the up-
stream catchment areas 
of Doyang hydro electri-
cal project (DHEP), the 
district disaster manage-
ment authority (DDMA), 
Wokha, has alerted villages 
in downstream Doyang 
river to remain vigil.

A DDMA press release 
informed that NEEPCO 
is maintaining constant 
supervision and is trying 
to maintain the reserve 
water level at EL 324 m 
in the dam. It stated that 
water level in the dam is 
also being monitored con-

stantly and excess water is 
released from all the four 
spillway radial gates in 
a phase-wise manner to 
control flash flood in the 
downstream areas. 

It added that due to 
the constant discharge of 
huge volume of water from 
the DHEP reservoir, the 
Doyang river in the down-
stream is flowing above the 
normal mark.

In this regard, adjoining 
villages along the course 
of downstream Doyang 
river (Potinakup) are ad-
vised not to venture to the 
riverside either for fish-
ing, camping or for any 
other purpose till further 
advisory. It has also asked 

the village councils in Poti-
nakup area and the village 
development manage-
ment authority (VDMA) to 
inform the villagers about 
the dangers of flash floods 
and to deploy youth volun-
teers for alerting the people 
to stay away from the river.

T h e  d e p u t y  c o m -
missioner  and chair-
man DDMA has further 
instructed the SDRF and 
all administrative officers 
under Sanis, Bhandari, 
Englan and Chukitong cir-
cles to be on high alert and 
to constantly monitor the 
situation in consultation 
with the VDMA and village 
councils and be prepared 
to meet any eventualities.

NNC ‘parent body’ suspends gen. secy. 
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The Naga Na-
tional Council (NNC) ‘parent body’ in an 
emergency meeting of the Central Execu-
tive Council (CEC), and regional authori-
ties on July 30 in Dimapur, unanimously 
resolved to suspend general secretary, 
V Nagi, indefinitely for breach of NNC 
‘Yehzabo’.

This was informed in a press release is-
sued to media on Tuesday by NNC ‘parent 
body’ media cell.

Nagi has been suspended for ‘utilizing 
local media, brazenly insulted and dishon-
ored the office of the NNC president in 
particular and NNC as a national political 
institution of the Nagas.’ His tirade against 
president Z Royim Yimchunger breached 
the NNC principle and hurt the senti-
ments of all committed national workers, 
the communiqué stated.

“Abusing the power and authority be-
stowed upon him by the national workers 
through the Yehzabo, Mr. V Naga issued 
media statements mentioning names and 
lifting signatures of co-workers many of 
whom were not informed. Thus, the safety 
and security of many national workers 
were put at risk,” the press release stated. 

When the official letter reporting the 
“childish” and “reckless” behaviour of Nagi 
reached the office of the president, the 
NCC ‘parent body’ said a prompt request 
was made to other Naga leaders plead-
ing for him to continue as co-convener 
in the Indo-Naga dialogue. “Although he 
departed for New Delhi yet he remained 

hidden from other Naga leaders and did 
not join the Naga delegation in the dia-
logue,” it stated.

Going against the president’s order, the 
NCC said that Nagi continued to claim the 
co-convenership of the working commit-
tee (WC) of NNPGs when Toshi Walling 
had replaced him in the WC as co-con-
vener endorsed by the central executive 
meeting on May 6 2018.

“WC, NNPGs, and GoI have under-
stood the core issues and significant steps 
have been taken without compromising 
our basic historical rights. Mr.VNagi has 
pointed an accusatory finger at all Naga 
leaders presently in Delhi. In the process, 
he has failed to inspire us as a leader. He 
has fallen short of our expectations. There-
fore, by the power and authority of the 
National Yehzabo of NNC, the president, 
in consultation with the Central Executive 
Council members, Mr. V Nagi, General 
Secretary has suspended indefinitely on 
30th July 2018,” the press release stated.

All rank and file of NNC ‘parent body’ 
has expressed confident that Nagi will “in-
trospect on his personality traits, cultivate 
a positive outlook, create space for love 
understanding, acceptance and com-
radeship in his heart thereby re-establish 
himself as a leader of men.”

Meanwhile, it has informed that Toshi 
Walling, CEC member shall continue 
to represent NNC ‘parent body’ as co-
convener and assist WC, NNPGs in the 
ongoing political dialogue with the GOI.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN):  The 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF) on Tuesday stated that 
the foundation of NSF had 
been ‘deeply rooted’ in the Naga 
freedom struggle apart from the 
students’ welfare, and main-
tained that the group have been 
consistently voicing its stance 
for the integration of the entire 
Naga contiguous (ancestral) 
areas. 

The federation stated that 
they were only claiming for 
‘what belongs to the Nagas’ as 
far as the ancestral land was 
concerned and that they were 
not trying to infringe the rights 
of others. The NSF called upon 
the people to understand the 

Nagas dilemma, while men-
tioning that the historically 
once holistic Naga people now 
lay divided which, they alleged, 
was the making of outside in-
vaders who did so for their at-
tainment of geographical and 
administrative gain.

Claiming that the Naga peo-
ple have a justified right to 
claim the integration of its land 
and people, the  federation said 
that it was the ‘birth-right of 
every Naga to reach for re-con-
solidation of the Nagas sense 
of identity and live under one 
administrative roof that governs 
with complete understanding 
of the needs of the Nagas as a 
distinct indigenous tribal com-

munity.’ 
The NSF asserted that they 

are aware of the apprehensions 
that the neighbouring com-
munities have to the outcome 
of the ongoing political talks 
between the Naga National 
Workers and the GoI. However, 
the NSF maintained that the 
present peace process and its 
outcome would ease the pre-
vailing tension in the entire 
North-East region. 

The NSF opined that neigh-
bouring communities should 
be more sensible in its utteranc-
es and actions as provoking will 
only lead to hatred and animos-
ity rather than strengthening 
the long cherished neighbourly 

relationship. They asserted that 
it was time the neighbouring 
communities realised the suf-
ferings of the Nagas and as such 
any interference and hindrance 
to the protracted Naga political 
issue does not go down well 
with the Naga people. 

Stating that Nagas had un-
dergone enough sufferings and 
that the Naga people were now 
longing for an honourable and 
peaceful solution to the long 
drawn Naga political issue, the 
NSF urged upon the neighbour-
ing communities to be mag-
nanimous in their approach 
and support the integration of 
Naga contiguous areas. The NSF 
asserted that no matter how 

long it takes Nagas aspiration to 
live together as one will persist.

Meanwhile, the NSF also 
expressed dissatisfaction over 
the slow progress in the ongoing 
political talks stating that it has 
taken more than two decades 
ever since the talks started. 
Therefore, the NSF impressed 
upon both the Naga National 
Workers and the GoI to come to 
a logical conclusion.

Further, the federation im-
pressed upon the Naga National 
Workers and the Government 
of India (GoI) to be more prag-
matic and sensitive to the grow-
ing anxieties of the Nagas and 
urged them to come to a logical 
conclusion at the earliest. 
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Check in

The minister for Higher & Technical, Temjen Imna Along, centre, accompanied by Wokha district’s Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, second from left, and other officers visited the government 
polytechnic in Wokha on July 30. 

Agriculture training centres 
bid farewell to retiring officer

Ansta suggests criteria for teachers’ award

The retiring officer T Imsu Ao delivering a speech during the programme.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The 
Integrated Extension Train-
ing Centre along with State 
Agriculture Management 
and Extension Institute (Sa-
meti) Medziphema organ-
ised a farewell programme 
on Tuesday for outgoing of-
ficer T Imsu Ao, SMS (Jr.) for 
IETC, department of Agri-
culture.

A press release from the 
director of Sameti on Tues-
day had informed that the 
vice principal and in-charge 
of Agri. Chemistry Lab, Dr. 
Watimongla Jamir, read out 
the service profile of the re-
tiring officer. He mentioned 
that Ao was a trainee of the 
14th batch of Agriculture Ex-
tension Training at IETC and 
joined as an agriculture field 
assistant on July 11 1983. He 
was then promoted on merit 
to agriculture inspector on 
November 26 2015 and to 
as SMS (Jr.) on September 
29 2016. He is the only of-
ficer from IETC till date to be 
awarded with the “state level 
award for commendable 

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland School Teach-
ers’ Association (Ansta) has 
recommended the criteria to 
be considered while selecting 
the teachers for the Teachers’ 
Day award. The association 
stated that the awards for 
teachers have been instituted 
with the sole purpose in hon-
ouring the teachers for their 
sacrificial and meritorious 
services rendered to human-
ity. Hence, they asserted that 
the award be given only to the 
deserving teachers. 

In a press release issued 
by the association on July 
31, mentioned eligibility cri-
teria to be considered while 
selecting teachers for the 
prestigious award. Since the 

selection process for 2018 is 
underway, the association 
reminded all the recom-
mending authorities to fol-
low the criteria for fair selec-
tion. 

The Ansta recommended 
that heads such as DEO / 
SDEO / principal / HM / AHM 
etc. should recommend only 
the name of the deserving 
teachers; academic perform-
ance of the student in par-
ticular subject of the teacher 
to be recommended for the 
award should be satisfactory 
for atleast three consecutive 
years; all necessary formats 
relating to award should be 
filled-up by the concerned 
heads and not by the teachers 
concerned; the award should 

be a surprised gift to the 
teacher concerned; teachers 
of the nil results should not be 
recommended for it; proxy/
substitute/attached teachers 
should not be recommended; 
any teacher(s) found cam-
paigning/lobbying in the 
any form whatsoever either 
politically/ through any other 
influence for his/her selec-
tion should be disqualified; 
one has to serve for atleast 10 
years on continuous service;  
the teacher awardee should 
be a role model and a source 
of inspiration for others; and 
any teacher(s) being recom-
mended without fulfilling the 
aforesaid criteria should be 
dropped/rejected from the 
final state level selection.

works in the field of Agricul-
tural extension.”  

Speaking on behalf of 
the department the direc-
tor of Sameti, Dr. Amenla, 
remarked that ‘Ao was one 
the most dedicated and out-
standing officers in the de-
partment, who was always 
ready to go beyond the call 
of duty for the betterment 
of the department.’ She also 
said that he is an exemplar 
for the department staff and 
his release from official duty 
would leave a huge gap in the 
department. She concluded 
by saying that his contri-
bution to the department 
with utmost sincerity and 
dedication is something to 

be emulated by all, the press 
release added.

In his farewell speech, the 
outgoing officer thanked the 
staff of the department for 
giving him a good working 
environment and coopera-
tion in all spheres of work. He 
also thanked his wife for 
her ceaseless prayers which 
allowed him to complete 
35 years of service in good 
health. He gave a brief his-
tory of his service and con-
cluded his speech by encour-
aging all the staff to do justice 
to their service by working 
sincerely for the department 
in particular and the state 
government in general, the 
press release issued.



The Zeliangrong Baudi (Assam Ma-
nipur and Nagaland) has made its 
stands on ‘the Zeliangrong people’s 
position’  and stated that  the Baudi 
is the apex body of the Zeliangrong 
people representing the Zeliangrong 
people in various Naga platforms. 
This was informed in a press release 
appended by the AZSU Vice presi-
dent, Z Hulangbou, the Asst. Gen. 
Secy. of ZYF G Gaiganglung and 
Gen. Secy. of Zb - AMN, Gainithoi 
Gonmei. 

“...the NSCN/GPRN (IM) claimed 
that the separate tribe recognition 
granted to Zeme, Liangmi and Rong-
mei was based on the request of the 
three apex bodies for about ten years 
are complete lies and also an at-
tempt to cover up their wrongdoing 
for there is no apex body other than 
the Zeliangrong Baudi that repre-
sented the Zeliangrong people in 
alll the Naga platforms which is well 
known by the NSCN/GPRN (IM)”, 
the release stated. 

It questioned whether the NSCN 
(IM)’s ‘arbitrary decision of March 
23 2018’ trifurcated the Zeliangrong 
people into three separate tribes 
interference into the internal affairs 
of the Zeliangrong family, the release 
questioned “why the NSCN/GPRN 
(IM) did not consulted the leaders 
of the Zeliangrong Civil Organiza-
tions on such sensitive identity issue 
prior to the so called separate tribe 
recognition? Why did the NSCN/
GPRN (IM) which claimed to uphold 
the uniqueness of the Naga history 
distorted the Naga history when it 
come to Zeliang tribe?” 

“Zeliangrong tribe has unique 
history of its own therefore, any po-
litical groups distorted the unique 
history of the Zliangrong people is 
not acceptable,” the release stated.  

“Regarding the reconciliation 
of the ZUF, is it not the bounden 
responsibility of the Zeliangrong 

Civil organization to play the role of 
facilitator to reconcile between the 
members of the ZUF so that peace-
ful atmosphere prevails for safety 
and security of the people which is 
similar to the role played by the Fo-
rum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) 
initiating between the various Naga 
political groups to reconcile? Is it 
reconciliation role justifiable to con-
sider as anti national and criminal 
activities?,” the release stated.

It stated that ‘Memorandum 
basing on the strength of the Zelian-
grong people’s consultative meeting 
resolution regarding ‘the tribe trifur-
cation giving dateline to revoke the 
23 March 2018’ Tatar Hoho decision 
to separate tribe trifurcation was 
submitted to Vice-president, NSCN/
GPRN (IM) “but failed to honour the 
voice of the Zeliangrong people”. 

“In the situation the NSCN/
GPRN (IM) convened meeting on 
11th and 18th May 2018. The situ-
ation has created an atmosphere 
which is not conducive to attend 
the meeting hold at Hebron and 
Dimapur.” 

The release stated, “it is also 
to clarify that the leaders of the 
Zeliangrong Civil Organization 
was conveyed by one of the senior 
most functionary and collective 
leadership members that the col-
lective leaderships NSCN/GPRN 
(IM) would like to meet the leaders 
of the Zeliangrong Civil Organiza-
tions anytime and meeting can be 
held at Delhi for which the leaders of 
the Zeliangrong Civil Organizations 
went to Delhi in the month of May, 
2018. But the leaders of the Zelian-
grong Civil Organizations came back 
without holding meeting which is an 
insult to Zeliangrong people”. 

Regarding the statehood/home-
land issue, it is to clarify that that it is 
not a new thing but deeply embed-
ded in the mind of the Zeliangrong 

people where the statehood demand 
movement was at its great height in 
the 1980’s with Govt of India rec-
ognized the movement and even 
assured the Zeliangrong people 
that Central Development Author-
ity (CDA) model be arranged by the 
central government. 

“However, considering the larger 
interest of the Naga people and 
conceding to the appeal made from 
the Naga revolutionary group, the 
Zeliangrong statehood issue has 
been kept in low key all these years. 
Therefore, the Zeliangrong people 
decided to take up the issue is not 
anti national no unconstitutional 
neither to sabotage the peace proc-
ess and framework agreement rather 
it should be construed that it is the 
genuine aspiration o  the Zelian-
grong people to live together under 
one administrative unit.  

“It is to make known to all that 
the Zeliangrong people being the 
founder of the Naga raj under the 
leadership of Haipou Jadonang who 
was hanged to dead by the mighty 
British in the year 1931 have contrib-
uted maximum in whatever ways for 
the Naga National movement with 
maximum number of people were 
killed while pursuing the common 
cause of the Naga national move-
ment. The Zeliangrong people being 
the majority group with owning vast 
and large areas of land among the 
Nagas have contributed maximum 
resources and our land are being 
allowed to utilize the sustain the 
Naga national movement hence the 
present status of the Naga national 
movement have reached thus far,” 
the release stated. 

Therefore, the NSCN/GPRN (IM) 
trying to project the Zeliangrong 
people in the wrong light while at-
tempting to cover up their misdeed 
is unfortunate and uncalled for,” the 
release asserted. 

ZB reacts to NSCN (IM) on ‘trifurcation’ issue
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 NSCN (IM) derecognises three Zeliangrong orgs. 

Ungma celebrates culture but with a call to adaptation

Cleanliness survey for rural areas launched in Kohima

Mon district gears up for 
measles-rubella campaign 

state
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(Left)The General Manager of Eastern Mirror  Sharingain Longkumer being felicitated at the 33rd Longtrok Senden at Ungma village on July 31.(Right) A group of children performing a cultural dance.

EM Images

Vineet Kumar along with the officials of PHED and the village representatives after the programme in Kohima.

The Naga Bazaar road just above the Soul Harvest road was completely washed away on Tuesday 
morning. It was reported that till Monday, light vehicles were allowed to pass. However, the road has 
been totally blocked for passage of any vehicle.

Dimapur, July 31 (eMN): 
The NSCN (IM) today 
declared that it has,‘after 
thorough deliberation’, 
unanimously resolved to-
derecognised three Ze-
liangrong organisations 
viz. Zeliangrong Baudi (As-
sam, Manipur and Naga-
land), Zeliangrong Youth 
Front (Assam, Manipur 
and Nagaland), All Zeli-
angrong Students’ Union 
(Assam, Nagaland and 
Manpur) with immediate 
effect. 

An MIP press release 
received here today in-
formed that the decision 
was reached after thor-
ough deliberation at the 
“Joint council of the Steer-
ing Committee, Kilonsers 
and Heads of the Depart-
ments held on July 19 at 
the CHQ Hebron. 

T h e  N S C N  ( I M ) 
through its MIP listed out 
the reasons for the dere-
cognition of the It stated 
that the is: that the dere-
cognition is for the “for 
challenging the Yaruiwo’s 
Order of 2011”; “for de-
manding seperate home-
land of the Zeliang peo-
ple in collbaoration with 
the Zeliang United Front 
(ZUF); for challenging the 
Tatar Hoho decision on 
March 23 2018 which ap-
proved the recognition 
of three Naga tribes as 
separate  tribes  viz, Zeme, 
Liangmai & Rongmei”.  

The NSCN (IM) stat-
ed that the above three 
organizations “will not 
represent the voice of the 
Zeliangrong people any 
longer”.  The organization 
also made mention with 

regard to a news report on 
July 29 in the local dailies 
which about the threat on 
the life of the leaders of Ze-
liangrong Baudi (Assam, 
Manipur & Nagaland), 
Zeliangrong Youth Front 
(Assam, Manipur & Na-
galand) & All Zeliangrong 
Students’ Union  (Assam, 
Manipur & Nagaland) 

It stated that the al-
legation of threat on the 
life of the leaders of “the 
leaders of these three or-
ganizations and attempt 
to break up the unity of the 
Zeliangrong community 
leveled by the ZB (AMN) 
at the Ministry of Home 
Affairs office, Government 
of India and to the media 
is totally baseless, unwar-
ranted and devoid of any 
truth”. 

 It made it known to the 
public “that the leaders of 
the ZB (AMN), ZYF (AMN) 
& AZSU (AMN) were in-
formed & invited twice 
for a co-ordination meet-
ing with the Hon’ble Kilo 
Kilonser on the 11th May, 
2018 at the CHQ Hebron 
& on the 18th May, 2018 at 
the CFMC office, 4th Mile, 
Dimapur to discuss the 
matter pertaining to the 
recognition of the three 
Naga tribes, namely, Zeme, 
Liangmai & Rongmei”. 

Instead, the MIP stat-
ed, the leaders of the three 
organizations went to New 
Delhi to meet the ‘Ato Kil-
onser’ without the knowl-
edge of the ‘Kilo Ministry’ 
and submitted a memo-
randum on May 16 2018 
regarding the inclusion of 
Zeliangrong areas in the 
united Naga fold, as the 

ZB (AMN) was ‘alarmed 
by false rumor that the Ze-
liangrong areas of Assam 
are to be left out as and 
when solution comes’. 

 In this connection, the 
MIP, while asserting that 
the “Framework Agree-
ment” encompasses the 
entire Naga-inhabited ar-
eas, stated that the ‘ZB 
(AMN) has made a moun-
tain out of molehill’. 

It stated that the ‘Ze-
liangrong community 
was trifurcated into three 
distinct Naga tribes on 
the request of the three 
apex bodies of the Zeme, 
Liangmai and Rongme 
tribes for nearly about 
ten years back, following 
which the GPRN granted 
due recognition on  March 
23 2018 and accorded the 
thre tribes into full status 
of Naga tribes’.  It however 
stated that the recogni-
tion of the three tribes 
does not mean that “the 
Zeliangrong organizations 
should break up or that 
the nomenclature ‘Zeli-
angrong’ is banned. The 
NSCN does not wish to 
interfere in the internal 
matter of the Zeliangrong 
community”.

 It stated that the “then 
warring Zeliangrong Unit-
ed front (ZUF) factions in 
May, 2018 held a meet-
ing in the presence of ZB 
(AMN) & AZSU (AMN) for 
reconciliation of the two 
groups that led to the sign-
ing of a cease fire between 
the two ZUF factions and 
to oppose the Framework 
Agreement in their own 
wisdom”.

 The members present 

at the signing of the cease 
fire were Nchaheing Kom-
pong (President, AZSU), 
Merhu (Former President, 
AZSU), Raitu Chawang 
(Former President, ZB), 
Jenchui Kamei (Army 
Chief,  ZUF),  Hemsin 
(Leader, Kamson faction of 
ZUF), Arei Chiru (Deputy 
Chief, ZUF) & Aihong R 
(Leader, ZUF), the MIP 
stated. 

“After some days, they 
elected Mr. Raitu Cha-
wang, the former ZB 
(AMN) President as the 
new Chairman of the ZUF. 
The ZUF & the ZB (AMN), 
ZYF (AMN) & AZSU (AMN) 
who work in collusion 
with one another are very 
apprehensive & therefore, 
hell bent on maligning 
the image of the NSCN & 
sabotage the Indo-Naga 
peace process,” the release 
stated.  IN this connection, 
the release stated, “The  
Nagas are left to wonder 
how the ZB (AMN) could 
be so concern about the 
welfare of Zeliangrong 
people in the event of In-
do-Naga solution by sub-
mitting a memorandum 
to the most Hon’ble Ato 
Kilonser on May 16, 2018 
& at the same time propa-
gate a unified Zeliangrong 
homeland with the ZUF. 

The ZUF declared on 
May 3, 2018 demanding 
a separate homeland for 
Zeliangrong people & the 
ZB (AMN) on June 29, 2018 
resolved to demand a Zeli-
angrong homeland again, 
as released to the media. 
The ZUF & ZB (AMN) are 
the two sides of the same 
coin.” 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 31 (eMN): 
The 33rd Longtrok Senden of 
Ungma’s “Sobaliba Sayu,” which 
is Ao for ‘cultural showcase,’ 
was held at the Babu Tzubo 
Amphitheater in Ungma vil-
lage in Mokokchung district 
on Tuesday evening. The event 
was organized by the Longtrok 
Senden Club. 

The general manager of East-
ern Mirror, Sharingain Long-
kumer, was the chief guest of the 
programme. 

Addressing the gathering, 
the chief guest congratulated 
the organizers for their notable 
efforts to promote the cultural 
heritage of the community and 
preserving the sacred traditions 

and custom of the forefathers.
Longkumer asserted that 

showcasing culture was like pre-
serving tradition and custom. 
He reminded the gathering that 
the rich tradition and customs 
that have been passed downed 
from generation to generation 
were the community’s inherit-
ance and its way of life.

“Tradition and customs, it 
is our identity and that is who 
we are, “ Longkumer said. He 
advised however that with the 
changing times and era some 
of the sacred traditions and 
customary practices also need 
to change accordingly; this is to 
build an adapting bridge with 
the present age.

Altogether 10 clubs around 

Ungma village participated in 
the annual cultural dance com-
petition. 

This year Lenyong Club 
emerged the champion of the 
event while Mangkuterong 
Club bagged the runners-up 
position. 
Mokokchung gears up for  Tsun-
gremong
Mokokchung is all set to cel-
ebrate Tsungremmong Horn-
bill Festival from August 1-3 at 
Imkongmeren Sports Complex, 
Mokokchung.Tsungremmong, 
which is the premier festival of 
the Aos, is a festival of thanks-
giving and blessing. The essence 
of Tsungremmong is sanctifica-
tion of the self and society for 
obtaining blessings from God, 

which is practiced since the 
time of forefathers. The festival 
is celebrated through songs and 
dance and community life is 
enhanced through sharing.

A DIPR report stated that 
this year’s celebration of Tsun-
gremmong Hornbill Festival is 
initiated by the state govern-
ment and the people of Mokok-
chung district.

On August 1, the programme 
would begin at 1 pm where the 
state deputy chief minister, Y 
Patton, would be the special 
guest. The evening programme 
at 5 pm to celebrate Ao tradi-
tional and modern times would 
be grace by the advisor of tour-
ism, art and culture, Khehovi 
Yepthomi, as the special guest.

On August 2, state chief min-
ister, Neiphiu Rio, would grace 
the programme at 1 pm and 
the evening programme for 
showcasing traditional attires 
and ornaments would be held 
from 5 pm where the advisor 
of industries and commerce, 
Imnatiba, would be the special 
guest.

Minister of public works de-
partment, Tongpang Ozukum, 
would be the special guest at the 
final day programme on August 
3 at 10 am. 

The evening programme 
which would feature rock bands 
and dance crews would be 
graced by the deputy commis-
sioner, Mokokchung, as the 
special guest.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 31 (eMN): 
The Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen-2018 launching 
programme-cum-aware-
ness program for Kohima 
district was held at Ura 
Academy Hall, Kohima on 
July 31.

Vikienyu Zutso, execu-
tive engineer, PHED in his 
keynote address said the 
ministry of Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation, Gov-
ernment of India will go 
about with cleanliness 
survey for villages through 
an independent survey 
agency to develop ranking 
of 698 districts covering 
6980 villages on their ru-
ral sanitation status and 
34,000 public places in 
these villages from August 
1 to the 30th. 

The ranking will be 
based on a comprehen-
sive set of quantitative 
and qualitative sanitation 
parameters including data 
from Swachh Bharat Mis-

Dimapur, July 31 (eMN): 
The first meeting of Mon 
block task force on immu-
nisation (BTFI) on measles 
– rubella (MR) vaccination 
campaign was held in the 
DC’s conference hall, Mon 
town, on July 30.
 The meeting was held 
under the chairmanship 
of Chumlamo Humtsoe, 
SDO Mon sardar and 
chairman of BTFI for MT 
campaign.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Chumlamo informed 
that it should be every-
one’s responsibility to give 
proper vaccination to all 
the children. He requested 
all concerned to ensure 
MR vaccine to every child 
from 9 months to 15 years 
of age.

He also urged the 
members to pass prop-
er information to all the 
families in their respective 
wards and villages and 
to ensure immunisation 
of all children against the 
dreadful diseases. 

He  re q u e s t e d  t h e 
members to support and 
co-operate for the success-
ful conduct of the cam-
paign which would start 
from October 3. 

Dr. Elizabeth, medical 
officer, CMO office, Mon, 
explained that measles 
is an acute viral infection 

spread via respiratory se-
cretion or aerosols adding 
that mortality is highest in 
children. 

She also explained that 
rubella is a mild and self-
limiting viral illness which 
is infected during early 
pregnancy and could re-
sult in spontaneous abor-
tion and serious birth de-
fects. 

She also pointed out 
that vaccination would 
be given by trained health 
workers. Besides, some of 
the key vaccination facts 
were also explained in de-
tails.

Mewang, SHP co-or-
dinator, spoke on roles 
and responsibility of vari-
ous departments in MR 
campaign through power 
point presentations.

Village council chair-
men under Mon block, 
presidents of eleven wards 
of Mon town, SIS of educa-
tion department, CDPOs 
of social welfare depart-
ment and information as-
sistant from district public 
relations office attended 
the meeting.

It may be noted here 
that the state health de-
partment has been under-
taking vigiorous campaign 
on measeles-rubella in all 
the districts tfor the past 
months.

When it rains

sion (Gramin), district level surveys 
of public places and citizen’s percep-
tion on cleanliness and their recom-
mendations for improvement of the 
program. 

As part of the survey, states and 
districts will be ranked for their 
sanitation and cleanliness status fol-
lowing which top performing states 
and district will be awarded on 2nd 
October 2018, he informed.

“This survey is to instil a spirit of 

healthy competition by appealing to 
people’s sense of pride in their village 
and district’s sanitation and cleanli-
ness aspect” said Zutso

While speaking on the occa-
sion, Vineet Kumar, IAS, Assistant 
Commissioner, the special guest in 
his speech called upon the involve-
ment of the common people in 
implementing for such campaign. 
He further encouraged the gathering 
present to take the opportunity to 

create a clean and healthy environ-
ment.   

Thepfulie Theunuo, consultant, 
DSWM PHED said the inspection 
team of survey agency will be ar-
riving on Tuesday evening to Na-
galand. 

 He also informed that the teams 
will be visiting the villages for evalu-
ation of cleanliness and asked the 
representative to extend the coop-
eration during such visits.
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Names of members of same family missing in NRC final draft
Mamata draws flak from Assam leaders over NRC remarks

No consent given to AMD for 
exploratory drilling — Meghalaya govt.

Bomb planted 
near Assam Rifles 
camp defused

Meghalaya CM files nomination papers

Manipur MP demands completion 
of Imphal-Jiribam sector of NH 37

NF Railway punctuality figure touches 81% in July

Guwahati, July 31 (PTI): Exclu-
sion of names of family mem-
bers in the final draft of the NRC 
published in Assam on Monday 
has emerged as a major concern 
for many among the over 40 
lakh applicants whose names 
do not figure in it.

Many of them whose names 
did not figure in the final draft of 
the NRC have pointed out that 
they had submitted the same 
set of documents as their fam-
ily members to establish their 
legacy date, but were left out.

Prominent personalities in 
Barak Valley whose names are 
missing from the draft include 
Archana Paul, the wife of BJP 
MLA from Cachar Dilip Paul, 
former Congress MLA Ataur 
Rahman Mazarbhuiya and 
AIUDF’s Cachar unit president 
Samimul Islam and family.

“This is not the final list and 
there is no need to panic. My 
wife’s name is not in the list and 
she will file her claim in due 
process. We should wait for the 
final NRC”, Paul said.

C o n g r e s s  M L A  f r o m 
Karimganj(N), Kamalakhya 

De Purkayastha said while it 
is true that claims, objections 
and corrections can be made, 
exclusion of the names of some 
family members is “very unfair” 
and the NRC process has caused 
“immense harrassment” to the 
poor.

“The draft is full of errors 
and is aimed at harassing peo-
ple, particularly the poor who 
mostly work as daily wage earn-
ers and lack the necessary re-
sources to travel to NRC Seva 
Kendras”, Purkayastha said.

Forty-year-old Saira Begum, 
who hails from Bilasipara but 
works as a domestic help in 
Guwahati, said that her name 
along with that of her daughter’s 
has appeared in the draft but 
excludes the name of her hus-
band, who was declared as the 
head of the family during appli-
cation and that of her two sons.

“We were shocked to find 
that his name is missing from 
the draft. My husband and sons 
have to now go again to the vil-
lage where they had applied to 
get their names included.

Our documents were the 

same and in fact I had to es-
tablish my marriage to my hus-
band,” she said.

Congress leader Bobbeeta 
Sharma pointed out that at least 
those names for which there 
were no doubts should not have 
been left out.

“The names of many, both 
common and prominent per-
sonalities have been left out 
and that is why we have a huge 
excluded list of 40 lakh. My 
husband’s name was missing 
from the first list and has been 
included in the final draft but 
with spelling mistakes. These 
are irritants,” she said.

The work has been done 
carelessly and should not have 
happened in such an important 
matter, she added.

The head of Bengali depart-
ment of Cotton State Univer-
sity, Prasanta Chakraborty said 
that the names of his two elder 
brothers have been included in 
the final draft but those of their 
wives and children are missing.

“Names of my family - mine, 
my wife and and my son’s names 
were in the first list. The names 

of my brothers in the final draft 
but the names of other family 
members are missing though 
we have the same legacy,” he 
said.

This is probably due to lack 
of competence of the people 
working at the ground level and 
maybe also due to the pressure 
under which they had to work 
to complete the draft within the 
stipulated period, he added.

“The huge number of 40 
lakh excluded will definitely 
come down and we hope that 
the claims and objections are 
checked impartially so that gen-
uine citzens are not harrassed”, 
Chakraborty added.

There are many more who 
are facing the same plight and 
are now waiting for the authori-
ties to inform them of the rea-
son behind the ommission of 
their names.

The next step will be to 
file their claim in another pre-
scribed form which will be 
available from August 30 to 
September 28. These claims 
will be finally disposed of after 
proper hearing, officials said.

 A day after publication of the draft National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam, political 
parties and organisations in Assam slammed 
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
for trying to politicise the issue, terming her 
criticism unjustified as the NRC is neither 
against Bengalis nor Muslims.

Former Chief Minister and Asom Gana 
Parishad leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta con-
demned Banerjee for criticizing the NRC and 
said that the historical document which was 
updated and published on Monday was not 
against the Bengalis and the Muslims.

“Mamata Banerjee is trying to use the 
issue for political gains, which is not justi-
fied,” said Mahanta, who had led the six year 
long students’ movement from 1979 to 1985, 
known as Assam movement that sought to 
detect and deport illegal foreigners in Assam.

He also said that the Assam model of NRC 
updation can also be used in other states.

Also opposed to granting long term visa 
to Bangladeshis in India, Mahanta said that 
as the NRC updation process is on track now 
and the draft NRC is already published, there 
is no need for the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act, 2016.

Congress leader and former Assam Chief 
Minister Tarun Gogoi slammed Banerjee for 
her statements on the NRC, advising her to 

rather concentrate on West Bengal politics.
“Mamata Banerjee should not worry 

about what happens in Assam. She should 
be bothered with the politics of West Ben-
gal. There is no question of harassment of 
genuine Indian citizens in the name of NRC 
updation. We are here to protect each genuine 
Indian citizens from harassment,” he said.

Assam Health and PWD Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma also attacked the West Bengal 
Chief Minister over her criticism of the NRC, 
saying those who know the process would not 
object to it.

“The people of Assam irrespective of 
caste, creed and communities have under-
stood the process and that is why there is no 
protest across the state despite having over 
40 lakh names out of the draft NRC. Mamata 
Banerjee has no right to comment on the NRC 
in Assam,” said Sarma while adding that the 
West Bengal government did not cooperate 
with the Assam government with updating 
the NRC.

“Every state has a responsibility as Assam 
government had sought verification of docu-
ments of those people who migrated from 
other states. The West Bengal government did 
not even cooperate. She is now aware about 
the process which has been done under the 
monitoring of Supreme Court,” he added.

Shillong, July 31 (PTI): Meghalaya Deputy 
Chief Minister Prestone Tynsong today 
said his government has not given its con-
sent to Atomic Mineral Division(AMD) 
for exploratory drilling of minerals in 
uranium-rich Wahkaji village in South 
West Khasi Hills district.

The statement came in the wake of 
three AMD officials, including a scien-
tist, being assaulted last week at Wahkaji 
where they were involved in exploratory 
drilling of minerals.

The state government has instructed 
district deputy commissioner I Laloo to 
seek clarification from the AMD in this 
regard, Tynsong told PTI.

Stating that no consent was given to 
AMD for exploratory drilling of uranium 
deposits, he said the state cabinet has 
unanimously decided to stop all such 
activities in South West Khasi Hills 
district.

The Khasi Hills Autonomous District 
Council, a tribal council under which the 
village falls, too denied giving permission 

to AMD for exploratory activities in sensi-
tive Wahkaji area.

No the Council has not given permis-
sion for such exploratory drilling, Council 
chief executive member H S Shylla said.

AMD regional director Sandeep Ham-
ilton when contacted did not reply to que-
ries whether the body had by-passed the 
state government and the tribal council. 
He advised that queries be sent officially 
to the offices.

Laloo claimed that the AMD had 
admitted that the assaulted officials were 
sent to study geological formations and 
collect mineral samples from Wahkaji-
Mawthabah area and maintained that no 
mining had taken place.

The AMD had got the permission 
from the land owner and drilling activities 
started on July 21, she said quoting the 
AMD regional director.

On July 25, the three AMD officials 
were injured after a group of protest-
ers stormed the organisation’s office at 
Wahkaji and assaulted them.

Imphal July 31 (IANS): A 
powerful bomb planted 
near an Assam Rifles camp 
at Manipur’s border town 
Moreh was defused on 
Tuesday morning.

A police officer said 
the bomb stuffed inside 
a black bag was found in 
front of a shop at 7 p.m. on 
Monday. Police and Assam 
Rifles personnel cordoned 
off the area.

S. Ibomcha, the Su-
perintendent of Police of 
Tengnoupal district, said 
the bomb was packed 
with RDX and weighed 
1.1 kg. The spot where the 
bomb was planted was 
100 metres from a police 
station and about 200 me-
tres from the camp of 11 
Assam Rifles.

Shillong, July 31 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
and National People’s Par-
ty (NPP) president Con-
rad K Sangma today filed 
nomination papers from 
South Tura assembly con-
stituency, the by-election 
to which would be held on 
August 23.

Agatha K Sangma, his 
sister, vacated the seat 
earlier this month allowing 
Conrad K Sangma to con-
test from the seat in West 
Garo Hills district.

Conrad K Sangma, 
who is the MP from Tura 
Lok Sabha seat, was sworn 
in as the chief minister on 
March 6 after the NPP-led 
coalition came to power in 
the state.

As he did not contest 
the February 27 assembly 
polls, his election to the 
state assembly is manda-
tory before September 6. 
The result of the by-poll 
will be declared on August 
27. “I am excited about the 
elections. Every election 
is tough and I hope that 
people of South Tura will 
give me an opportunity 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 31 (EMN): 
Manipur’s Lok Sabha 
Inner Manipur MP Dr 
Thokchom Meinya has 
demanded the immediate 
completion of the con-
struction of RCC bridges 
and make Imphal-Jirib-
am sector of the National 
Highway (NH) 37 at least a 
two-lane all weather road, 
and the establishment of 
dedicated National High-
ways Protection Security 
Forces; to regulate flow 
of passenger and goods 
vehicles round the clock, 
according to a press com-
muniqué by PS to MP.

“Without blaming 
monsoon, the deplorable 

condition of NH 37 (Im-
phal-Jiribam road) always 
haunts the mind of the 
people and the govern-
ment of Manipur. With 
frequent bandhs and 
blockades along NH 2 
(Imphal-Dimapur road) 
the need for improving 
Imphal-Jiribam road as an 
all-weather second lifeline 
has always been felt,” MP 
Dr Meinya was quoted 
as saying in the day’s Lok 
Sabha session according 
to the press communiqué.

Stating that the then 
prime minister had as-
sured that development 
w o rk  a l o n g  Im p h a l -
Jiribam road would be 
completed by 2013, the 

MP also added that the 
present prime minister 
had also assured that this 
work would be completed 
within 100 days of the for-
mation of his new govern-
ment in 2014.

Claiming that the con-
dition of NH 37 remains 
non-serviceable as usual, 
he said, “I demand for the 
immediate completion of 
the construction of RCC 
bridges and make this NH 
37 at least a two-lane all 
weather road. 

I also request the es-
tablishment of dedicated 
National Highways Pro-
tection Security Forces to 
regulate flow of passenger 
and goods vehicles round 

the clock.”
Manipur MP Dr Mein-

ya’s move in the day’s par-
liament session came a 
day after the massive land-
slide at Phesama area in 
neighbouring Nagaland’s 
Kohima district which 
block the movement of 
Manipur bound good 
trucks on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Earlier in the interven-
ing night of July 7 and 8, a 
highway stretch measur-
ing around 100 metres 
near Kohima town in Na-
galand sank following in-
cessant rain and it strand-
ed hundreds of Manipur 
bound good trucks along 
the highway in Nagaland.

Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): N.F. Rail-
way has been steadily improving its 
punctuality performance.

The chief public relation officer 
NF Railway/Maligaon, P.J. Sharma in 
a press note stated that figures from 
April to July indicate that punctuality 
has improved from 67.21% in April to 
69.46% in May to 76.3% in June and 
finally to 81% in July.

N.F. Railway has taken up 
number of steps to improve punc-
tuality of trains. Noticeable among 
them are starting and ending ter-
minals of nine pairs of trains that 
have been interchanged between 
Guwahati and Kamakhya station. 
This has been done with the purpose 

of decongesting the section between 
Kamakhya and Guwahati stations. 
18 pairs of conventional passen-
ger trains have been converted to 
DEMU trains. 

Composition of 28 pairs of long 
distance trains leaving from Di-
brugarh, Guwahati and Kamakhya 
station have been standardised. 
Five trains have been speeded up by 
reducing running time ranging from 
15 mts to 25 mts. Sharma also stated 
that stoppage times of 33 passing 
trains at Guwahati station and 50 
passing trains at New Jalpaiguri have 
been rationalised. 

Re-routing of Siliguri – New Bon-
gaigaon DEMU via Siliguri – Gulma 

section. 
Timings of three trains have 

been revised and three stations 
namely Balurghat, Rampurbazar 
and Gazole have been upgraded to 
“B” class.

N.F. Railway being a terminal 
railway suffers from some inherent 
disadvantages like late arrival of link 
trains from other Zones resulting 
into re-scheduling. Trains becom-
ing out of path due to excessive late 
taken over from other railways and 
frequent bandh / agitation etc.

However by strict monitoring of 
trains at the highest level, the railway 
has achieved the recent milestone 
the statement added.

PTI

Conrad K Sangma leaves after filing nomination papers for the by-election at South Tura constituency, in 
Tura on Tuesday.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Greek first letter
 6. Millisecond (abbrev.)
 10. Forms on a sore
 14. Birthplace of Apollo (Greek 

mythology)
 15. Car
 16. El ____, Texas
 17. _____-garde
 18. Rip
 19. Reflected sound
 20. Having less than half the votes
 22. Chatters
 24. Running competition
 25. Holidayer
 26. Desecrate
 29. Eastern European people
 30. American flyers
 31. One who makes a formal 

announcement
 37. Latin for “Dog”
 39. 1/1000th of an inch
 40. A New York agricultural 

cooperative company
 41. City in Alabama
 44. Liturgy
 45. Small mountain lake
 46. Loyalties
 48. Resembling a soft, plush fabric
 52. Pace
 53. Heroine of children’s books by 

Kay Thompson
 54. Mr. Fix-it
 58. Midday
 59. Regrets
 61. Mammalian liquid waste
 62. Vaulted room
 63. Gorillas or chimpanzees
 64. _____-Rica, Central America
 65. Wine sediment
 66. Plant with trumpet-shaped 

flowers
 67. Go in 

 DOWN

 1. Biblical first man
 2. A tribe of Israel
 3. Design or system
 4. Implying respect
 5. Starry
 6. Having a dull surface
 7. Chop ____ = “Chinese” 

food
 8. 7th Greek letter
 9. Latin for “Bodies”
 10. Throwing weapon
 11. Desert plants
 12. Burnt residues 
 13. Increase or assist

 21. Frozen
 23. Latin meaning “Red”
 25. Expresses verbally
 26. Channel for air
 27. Jacob’s brother
 28. Supporters
 29. Descendant
 32. University in Atlanta
 33. Wheat grass or dog 

grass
 34. Foolish person
 35. Solemn promise
 36. Whiskeys
 38. Satisfies 

 42. To or from the side
 43. Attention (abbrev.)
 47. Make smaller
 48. Corrupt
 49. Secretly marry
 50. Not tight
 51. Grape plants
 52. Impudent
 54. Back of the foot
 55. Fog
 56. Initial wager
 57. Close by
 60. United Press 

International
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to be their MLA,” he told 
reporters after filing the 
nomination papers.

He highlighted the 
need to improve infra-
structure of Tura town, 
which he said is the “de-
facto headquarters” of 

Garo Hills division.
Before coming to the 

office of the deputy com-
missioner to file nomina-
tions, Conrad K Sangma 
visited the grave of his 
father, Purno A Sangma, to 
pay his respect.

The Election Commis-
sion has announced that 
bye-polls to South Tura 
and Ranikor assembly 
seats in the state will be 
held on August 23 and the 
results will be declared on 
August 27.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-236/18/2568-69   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti MUGHALHO 
ACHUMI -Vrs- SHIKHALI  A. ACHUMI  resident of SAMAGURI Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 5.8.2018. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: MUGHALHO ACHUMI
Village/Block No: BAMUNPUKHURI-2, Patta No : 192
Dag No: 132/328,134/329,133/330, Area: 04B-04K-10Ls
North: HARALAL, South: APPROACH ROAD, 
East: SAMPAI KHIAM NIUNGAN, West: MUKHEM KHIAMNIUNGAN

NOTICE

D-5813

I, KHANRIN ZINGKHAI D/o 
HONPAM ZINGKHAI, am 
applying for Registration 
Certificate from NBSE, 

which is lost on the way 
Super Market to Patkai 

Collage.
Roll No: 1686076

School - HSLC - 2016
Patkai Hr. Sec School

Chumukedima
Contact No: 9366043187

LOST NOTICE

D-5814

TVS Jupiter Scooty (Red 
Colour)

Name: Mr. Ajay Kumar Jain 
Regd. No: NL07M 3476

Chassis No: 
MD626BG4XE1K806000

Engine No: BG4KE1277104
Mfg. Date: 09/2014

Address - Eros Line, Aman 
Bo-mart Building,

Lost on 12/07/18 at night
Contact No: 8732087269

LOST NOTICE

D-5815

I, Shri. Ason 
Kips have lost my 

Marksheet
Name: ASON KIPS

F/Name: AKUM KIPS
Year: B.Com 3rd Year 

of 2015
Roll. No: C12460001

Regd. No: 
2012460001  
of 2011-12

College: Kros College

LOST NOTICE

K-1813

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 31st July 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/      /Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. T. Thangsai Shiu resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to 
Patta No.439, Dag No.38/582 measuring an area 00-02-
19 located at Block No/Village. Nagarjan, Mouza No.03 
which has been located mortgage in the Thezhokevi 
Society LTD Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may 
be submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned 
on or before 07.08.18.

NOTICE

D-5816

Interviews on:
23rd, 24th & 25th August in Dimapur 

27th & 28th in Kohima
For details Call or WhatsApp +91 8618473834

Free accommodation, food, conveyance expenses
Qualification – NO BAR; Age – 18+ 

100% Job Guarantee as healers
Bliss Hospitalities Pvt. Ltd., (SPA.ce the Spa)

CERTIFICATION COURSE IN BEAUTY & SPA
2 months free & 1 month paid on the job training

K-1814

Adv. S.D.Dudhgundi, Adv. S.V. Gentyal
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No. 125 OF 2017

 Exh._______
Anuradha Govardhan Putta
Age-45 years, Occu: Vidi Worker,
R/o. House No.998 (A) } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
 V/s.
1. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001 } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) etc. (2)
To,

Opponent Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition U/s.166 
and 140 of M.V.Act, 1988 against Opponents. Several attempts 
have been made by the applicant to serve the notice on opponent. 
But, the same has returned unserved with respect to the opponent. 
After taking sufficient attempt to serve the notice to you-opponent, 
the said attempt has been failed, hence this public notice has been 
issued to you opponent.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to 
remain present and defend the case in person or through advocate. 
The said matter is now fixed for your appearance and for further 
steps on 28/08/2018 at 11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per 
the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law 
in your absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5805

Adv. S.D.Dudhgundi, Adv. S.V. Gentyal
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No. 126 OF 2017

 Exh._______
Rekha Ramesh Aaratla
Age-44 years, Occu: Vidi Worker,
R/o. House No. 599/2 (B) } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
 V/s.
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001 } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) etc. (2)
To,

Opponent Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition U/s.166 
and 140 of M.V.Act, 1988 against Opponents. Several attempts 
have been made by the applicant to serve the notice on opponent. 
But, the same has returned unserved with respect to the opponent. 
After taking sufficient attempt to serve the notice to you-opponent, 
the said attempt has been failed, hence this public notice has been 
issued to you opponent.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to 
remain present and defend the case in person or through advocate. 
The said matter is now fixed for your appearance and for further 
steps on 28/08/2018 at 11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per 
the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law 
in your absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5806

Adv. S.D.Dudhgundi, Adv. S.V. Gentyal
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No. 132 OF 2017

 Exh._______
Kamalabai Venkappa Pobattai
Age-57 years, Occu: Vidi Worker,
R/o. House No. 650/3 (B)  } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
                V/s.
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001    } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) etc. (2)
To,

Opponent Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition U/s.166 
and 140 of M.V.Act, 1988 against Opponents. Several attempts 
have been made by the applicant to serve the notice on opponent. 
But, the same has returned unserved with respect to the opponent. 
After taking sufficient attempt to serve the notice to you-opponent, 
the said attempt has been failed, hence this public notice has been 
issued to you opponent.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to 
remain present and defend the case in person or through advocate. 
The said matter is now fixed for your appearance and for further 
steps on 28/08/2018 at 11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per 
the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law 
in your absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5807

Adv. S.D.Dudhgundi, Adv. S.V. Gentyal
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No.133 OF 2017

 Exh._______
Balaji Nagesh Pobatti
Age-19 years, Occu: Tailor,
R/o. House No. 650/3 (B) } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
             V/s.
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001    } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) etc. (2)
To,

Opponent Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition U/s.166 
and 140 of M.V.Act, 1988 against Opponents. Several attempts 
have been made by the applicant to serve the notice on opponent. 
But, the same has returned unserved with respect to the opponent. 
After taking sufficient attempt to serve the notice to you-opponent, 
the said attempt has been failed, hence this public notice has been 
issued to you opponent.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to 
remain present and defend the case in person or through advocate. 
The said matter is now fixed for your appearance and for further 
steps on 28/08/2018 at 11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per 
the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law 
in your absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5809

Adv. S.D.Dudhgundi, Adv. S.V. Gentyal 
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No.134 OF 2017

 Exh._______
Naresh Nagesh Pobatti
Age-21 years, Occu: Tailor,
R/o. House No. 650/3 (B)  } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
                V/s.
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001    } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) etc. (2)
To,

Opponent Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition U/s.166 
and 140 of M.V.Act, 1988 against Opponents. Several attempts 
have been made by the applicant to serve the notice on opponent. 
But, the same has returned unserved with respect to the opponent. 
After taking sufficient attempt to serve the notice to you-opponent, 
the said attempt has been failed, hence this public notice has been 
issued to you opponent.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to 
remain present and defend the case in person or through advocate. 
The said matter is now fixed for your appearance and for further 
steps on 28/08/2018 at 11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per 
the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law 
in your absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5810

Adv. S.D.Dudhgundi, Adv. S.V. Gentyal
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No. 135 OF 2017

Exh._______
Venkappa Dattatraya Pobatti
Age-62 years, Occu: Worker,
R/o. House No. 650/3 (B)    } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
              V/s.
1. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001    } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) etc. (2)
To,

Opponent Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition U/s.166 
and 140 of M.V.Act, 1988 against Opponents. Several attempts 
have been made by the applicant to serve the notice on opponent. 
But, the same has returned unserved with respect to the opponent. 
After taking sufficient attempt to serve the notice to you-opponent, 
the said attempt has been failed, hence this public notice has been 
issued to you opponent.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to 
remain present and defend the case in person or through advocate. 
The said matter is now fixed for your appearance and for further 
steps on 28/08/2018 at 11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per 
the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law 
in your absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5811

Adv. S. V. Gentyal
BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

(Shri.S.S. Gosavi), AT: SOLAPUR
M.A.C.P. No. 136 OF 2017

 Exh._______Laxmi Nagesh Pobattai
Age-38 years, Occu: Vidi Worker,
R/o. House No. 650/3 (B)    } Applicant
Godutai Vidi Gharkul, Solapur
               V/s.
1. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Age-46 years, Occu: Business,
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001    } Opponent
(Owner of the container truck No. NL-01/AA-7821   
involved in the accident) 
2. Nammal Isaque Khan
Age-40 years, Occu: Driver
R/o. Dhimari, Tal. Pahadi, Dist. Bharatpur - Rajasthan
(Driver of above truck container)
3. Reliance General Insurance Company
Insurance Company of above container truck
Covering period from 05/10/2015 to 04/10/2018
(Summons be served on its Branch at Lucky Chowk, Solapur).

To,
Opponent No.1 Mr. Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
R/o. NST Colony, Kohima Nagaland, India-797001

WHEREAS, above Applicant has filed Claim Petition against 
Opponents. Several attempts have been made by the applicant to serve 
the notice on opponent no. 1. But, the same has returned unserved with 
respect to the opponent no.1. After taking sufficient attempt to serve the 
notice to you-opponent no.1, the said attempt has been failed, hence this 
public notice has been issued to you opponent no.1.

By this public notice the Hon’ble Court called upon you to remain 
present and defend the case in person or through advocate. The said matter 
is now fixed for your appearance and for further steps on 28/08/2018 at 
11:00 a.m. and onwards thereafter as per the convenience of the court.

If, you fail to appear the Tribunal will proceed according to law in your 
absence.

This Public Notice dated: 11/7/2018.
By order

 Clerk Court Seal Supt. M.A.C.T., Solapur
 D-5812

Affidavit of Mrs. IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER, Adult, wife of Shri. 
Toshiyanger Sangpi Resident of Mokokchung Compound, House No.165, 
Mokokchung Town, District Mokokchung, Nagaland. 
I, the above named Affiant do herby solemnly declare and state as under:- 
1. I said that my real name is Mrs. IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER, which is 
also called as Mrs. IMLIMENLA or as Mrs. I. AMENLA LONGKUMER 
or as Mrs. I. AMENLA LKR and that the word “Longkumer” prefixing my 
name stands for my father’s clan and the letter “I” suffixing my name 
stands for my father’s name Shri. IMSUNUNGSANG. 
2. I further state that my original birth name is Mrs. IMLIMENLA 
LONGKUMER, and that the name Mrs. IMLIMENLA or as Mrs. I. AMENLA 
LONGKUMER or as Mrs. I. AMENLA LKR relate to the same person. 
3. I further declare that my name Mrs. I. AMENLA LONGKUMER, was 
inserted in my Service Book cover page, where as in first page my name 
was recorded as Mrs. I. IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER, and the name 
Mrs. I AMENLA LONGKUMER is in the SBI, Main Branch, Mokokchung 
bearing A/C No.30575595908, and the name Mrs. IMLIMENLA is 
recorded in my Birth Certificate, and the name Mrs. I. AMENLA LKR 
in my appointment Order and Mrs. IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER in my 
Service Identity Card and IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER in other documents 
which in fact are the same person. 
4. I also state that this Affidavit is sworn for the purpose of declaring that 
for all my practical and official purpose, I ‘will be using my name as Mrs. 
IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER (Real Name), for and on behalf of myself and 
my relatives and children and remitter issue wholly the use of my name 
as Mrs. IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER (Real Name).
5. I FURTHER DECLARE that for the purpose of evidencing any mater 
I Shall at times hereafter in all records, deeds and writings and in all 
proceedings, dealings and transactions, private as well as official upon 
all occasions whatsoever use and sing the name of Mrs. IMLIMENLA 
LONGKUMER (Real Name). 
6. I expressly authorize and request all persons in general and relatives 
and friends in particular, at all times hereafter to designate and address 
me, my relatives, my children and remitter issue by such name as Mrs. 
IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER accordingly. 
7. I further state that the contents of this affidavit from paragraphs, 1 to 6 
of this affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge and nothing material 
has been conceal there therein, and no part of it is false.
8. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribe my name as Mrs. 
IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER (Real Name), and affix my signature on this 
Affidavit this 10th day of September 2014. 

Solemnly sworn and declare before me on this 10th day of September 2014.
N.K. ASSUMI 
Notary Public, Nagaland

Mrs. IMLIMENLA LONGKUMER
Deponent 

AFFIDAVIT
Regd. No.11275  Date 10.09.2014

D-5817

Acknowledgement

Words are inadequate to express our gratitude to all those who 
have contributed financially, materially and charitable service 
during the brief illness and untimely demise of our beloved Late. H. 
THSUCHEMONG who left us to be with the Lord on 22nd July 2018. 
May the Almighty God bless you richly. We regret our inability 
to mention each individual for your help however we would like 
mention inclusively in groups as follows:-

Loving Wife & Children, Mom & Dad, Siblings, and relatives

1. Penkim Village Baptist Church
2. Penkim Village Council
3. Penkim Village Jankhiungrü Betsürü
4. Penkim Village B, Khel
5. Penkim Mihkhong Mission Pungro Town
6. Khongsa Town Baptist Church (Boru, Women Dept. Youth 

Department)
7. Khongsa Town Council
8. Pongro Town Baptist Church
9. Community Health Centre Pungro town
10. All citizens of Penkim Village
11. Fakim Villagers
12. Vongtsüvong Villagers
13. Zanger Villagers
14. Khonsa Villagers
15. Every individuals far and near
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A section of gathering seen attending a community awareness 
ptogramme at Chumukedima

Lithrongla Tongpi Rutsa presiding over a meeting in the deputy commissioner’s conference hall in Kohima.

Kohima admn. meets for 
Independence Day prog.
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
A meeting in connec-
tion with work distri-
bution and ground 
arrangement for the 
ensuing Independence 
Day celebration in Ko-
hima was held at the 
deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall, Kohi-
ma on July 31.

The additional depu-
ty commissioner of Ko-
hima, Lithrongla Tongpi 
Rutsa, presided over the 
meeting.

The meeting re-
viewed the meeting 
minutes of the state 
level coordination 
meeting that was held 
earlier on July 12 at the 
Secretariat, where vari-
ous departments and 
organisations were 
present and confirmed 
their participations for 
the 2018 Independence 
Day celebrations.

On the school con-
tingents for Independ-
ence Day 2018 and Re-
public Day 2019, the 
ADC has informed the 
department in concern, 
private and government 
schools that there would 
be a roster system for 
schools contingents 
this time. The selected 
schools would be divid-
ed into two groups- the 
first half of the group 
would be participating 

Dengue: Community awareness prog. at Chumukedima 
Dimapur, July 31 (EMN): 
A community awareness 
campaign on Dengue 
was conducted at Chu-
mukedima Town Hall on 
July 31. The programme 
was attended by the ward 
leaders and the business 
community of Chumuke-
dima.

A press release in-
formed that Dr. Rohan, 
who is a community health 
consultant at Christian In-
stitute of Health Sciences 
and Research in Dimapur 
attended the programme 
as the resource person. 
According to the updates, 
Rohan oriented the par-
ticipants on the causes, 
signs and symptoms, 
and diagnosis of Den-
gue. He further informed 
that Aedes mosquito that 
causes Dengue was a fear-
less daytime biter and its 

STATE

in the Independence 
Day ceremonial parade 
and the other half listed 
schools will participate 
in the Republic Day cel-
ebration 2019. 

The main idea of 
listing out the schools 
was to inform the 
schools authority to be 
aware and be prepared 
to participate in the 
Republic Day ceremo-
nial parade 2019. She 
also informed that the 
Independence Day pa-
rade rehearsal would 
start from Aug. 7 from 
7 am at the Secretariat 
plaza and the final re-
hearsal will be held on 
Aug. 13. The participat-
ing schools were asked 
to tie up with sub divi-

sional officer (sadar) of 
Kohima for transporta-

tion of school children 
during rehearsal.

peak biting periods are 
the early mornings and in 
the evening before dusk. 

The updates informed 
that M Ezewe enlight-
ened the gathering on 
the prevention and con-
trol measures of Dengue. 
Ezewe emphasised on the 

importance of sanitation. 
The updates mentioned 
that Ezewe urged the par-
ticipants to follow the 4S 

to control dengue. The 4S 
include Search and de-
stroy mosquito breeding 
laces, Secure self-protec-
tion, Seek early consul-
tation, and Support fog-
ging or spraying only in 
hotspot areas.

Extra assistant com-
missioner of Chumuke-
dima, Thejavizo Nakhro 
led the participants in 
making a resolution to 
conduct social work in 
their respective locali-
ties to control mosquito 
breeding and prevent the 
spread of dengue in Chu-
mukedima. He further 
urged them to keep their 
own surrounding clean 
on a daily basis.
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Politics-Business 
Friendships: The 

Other Affair   
A 

storm is brewing over the prime minister’s re-
cent remarks about relations with business-
men. While attending a business summit in 
Uttar Pradesh, where nearly 80 development 

projects worth over Rs. 60, 000 crore were being dedi-
cated to the people of the state Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi remarked that there was nothing wrong in 
being friends of businessmen. The remarks came in the 
presence of noted industrialists like Kumar Mangalam 
Birla, and Gautam Adani, among others, He didn’t stop 
there. He went on to add that even Mahatma Gandhi 
was a friend of the Birla.

Narendra Modi’s remark has virtually divided the 
opinion makers. While one section is of the view that 
the prime minister was simply replying to his critics 
who for long had been accusing his government of be-
ing businessmen-friendly, the other group feels that 
Mr. Modi is on a counter-offensive to hide the fact that 
during his tenure businessmen benefitted most than 
ordinary people did. The people of the country will 
decide which version is correct. The fact remains that 
the utterances of the prime minister raised a couple of 
important questions that were never answered before.

Before getting in to the original debate, let us exam-
ine some important facts: There is no law in the coun-
try which bars politicians from having close contacts 
with businessmen. It was not only the close relations 
between Mahatma Gandhi and Birla. The country has 
also witnessed many such friendships because there is 
nothing wrong in having a businessman as friend. But 
here an aspect of it which requires priority is that such 
friendships will never fetch any undue favour. If today 
people are apprehensive about such friendships it is 
because of the fact that by virtue of being the friend of a 
top level politician, many businessmen have knowingly 
violated the law and got away easily. 

For example, the rise of a famous businessman in 
the country is attributed to his friendship with one of 
the most powerful political figures in the seventies and 
eighties. Many a time, charges were levelled against 
the businessman for various malpractices. But the said 
businessman dodged the law-enforcers every time due 
to his proximity with that particular politician. Another 
instance of such friendship that is still fresh in the minds 
of every citizen was between a prime minister and his 
foreign friend. Many believe that the foreign friend may 
have managed to leave the country easily, even after be-
ing accused of taking bribe in an arms deal because of 
his proximity with that particular political family.

So today if the people of the country are sceptical 
about such friendships it is because of such facts. Even 
now two fugitives namely Nirab Modi and Mehul Chok-
si are known to be close with the ruling class of the day. 
All these incidents have made the people suspicious. 
Everyone realises that Mr. Modi made this comment 
to silence his critics who for long had been describing 
his government as ‘suit-boot ki sarkar’ which means a 
government which looks only after the interests of the 
rich and the affluent, especially businessmen. Mr. Modi 
may have succeeded in that. But the original question 
still remained unanswered: How long shall the politi-
cian-businessmen nexus continue?

There is never any variation in God’s 
enduring love for us all.

A wise friend advised me to avoid using the words 
“you always” or “you never” in an argument—espe-
cially with my family. How easy it is to criticize others 

around us and to feel unloving toward those we love. But 
there is never any variation in God’s enduring love for us all.

Psalm 145 overflows with the word all. “The Lord is 
good to all; he has compassion on all he has made” (v. 9). 
“The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all 
he does. The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all who 
are bowed down” (vv. 13–14). “The Lord watches over all 
who love him” (v. 20).

A dozen times in this psalm we are reminded that God’s 
love is without limit and favoritism. And the New Testament 
reveals that the greatest expression of it is seen in Jesus 
Christ: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Psalm 145 declares that “the Lord is near to all who call 
on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the desires 
of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them” 
(vv. 18–19).     

God’s love for us always endures, and it never fails!

Father in heaven, we are awed by Your love for us that 
never changes, never fails, and never ends. We praise 

You for demonstrating Your limitless love for us through 
Jesus our Savior and Lord.

DAILY PATH
Love  Without  Limits

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 145:8–21  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Lord is good to all; he has compassion  
on all he has made.           

~  Psalm 145:9

An analysis of crowd counting, and its estimation in Dimapur

Dimapur and its Crowds!

Air Pollution Causing Lung Cancer Among Youths — Study

...from previous issue

Chairs
To measure the area occupied by chairs, a 
sample of chairs such as the ones used by 
a rental firm AKA tent house in Dimapur 
was used. It was found that to accommo-
date 50 chairs in five rows of ten chairs 
each, the area needed is about 245 sq ft 
(Figure 3) or 4.9 sq ft per chair in loose 
arrangement. In a very tight congested 
arrangement of the same 50 chairs in 
five rows of ten chairs, the area it would 
require is approximately 192.5 sq ft. or 
3.85 sq ft per chair (Figure 3). An area of 
81/2 inches in length was kept between 
chairs to include a scenario of loose seat-
ing; and 7 inches for tight seating.

Further, two scenarios were con-
structed to explain how many chairs 
would accommodate an area that is a 
popularly chosen setting for events.

In the first scenario, an area of 60x45 
ft rectangular, enclosed space was as-
sumed as the size of a regular tent meas-
ures 15x15 ft.  An area covered by 18 ft at 
one end of the rectangle was subtracted 
to accommodate a stage area and space 
between the stage and the first row of 
chairs. A gangway of 3 ft between the 
rows of chairs was again subtracted for 
the whole length of the rectangle (Figure 
4.1). Therefore, the effective remaining 
area is 42x42 ft, giving an area of 1,764 sq 
ft. The rest of the area can therefore ac-
commodate approximately 360 chairs 

that are loosely place and 458 that are 
placed tighter.  

In the second scenario, the same rec-
tangular enclosure of 60x45 ft was con-
sidered but fully this time without any 
loss of space for stages. The same gang-
way of 3 ft between two columns of rows 
of chairs was considered (Figure 4.2). The 
effective remaining area where chairs can 
be set is 60x42 ft or 2520 sq ft of space. 
When the same average area covered by 
a chair (4.9 sq ft and 3.85 sq ft) is con-
sidered, it can accommodate about 515 
chairs in a spacious setting and a maxi-
mum of 655 chairs in a tight setting. 

Standing Crowds
Many rallies in Dimapur and in Naga-
land held in the open usually have peo-
ple who stand. Unlike the methods used 
for spaces where there are designated 

seating areas, counting crowds who are 
in open spaces require photographic evi-
dences. The entire area of study can then 
be sub-divided into smaller squares. 
This might ensure almost near accurate 
counting. 

According to Prof. Dr. G Kieth Still, 
author of ‘Introduction to Crowd Sci-
ence,’ the ‘upper safe limit’ for standing 
crowds is maximum five people stand-
ing in an area of one sq m. The one sq m 
in the metric scale converts to 10.7639 
sq ft in the imperial scale. The imperial 
scale is the measurement used popularly 
in land measurements in Nagaland. In 
other words, in the recommended upper 
safe limit a person might occupy is about 
2.15 sq ft. 

A case study for a standing crowd was 
undertaken by assessing it with a photo-
graph that was taken at a rally that was 
held in Dimapur a few years ago. (Figure 
5) The road in the picture is the Circular 
Road starting from Clock Tower to Holy 
Cross Hr. Sec. School. An area of about 
400 sq ft was scaled out using real mark-
ing points on the street. It was found out 
that there were around 150 people on 
the higher side. It can be safely assumed 
that around four people occupied a 
space of 10.7639 sq ft. This is one person 
short from the assumed upper safe limit 
probably because of the warm climatic 

conditions of Dimapur. In other words, a 
person at a rally in Dimapur uses about 
2.7 sq ft to stand, according to assess-
ment from photographs of rallies. 

Therefore, assuming that measure-
ments from the previous instance would 
continue i.e., the area taken by a person 
standing according to the safe upper lim-
it, a 10 X10 ft (100sq ft) of space may ac-
commodate maximum 46.5 persons. In 
Dimapur, the same space would be filled 
only by 37.03 persons. 

For the second case study, the 300 ft 
stretch of road at Clock Tower starting 
from Big Bazaar to the Eastern Mirror 
office was selected. The total area that 
it covers, according to Google Map, was 
25,000 sq ft (Figure 6). Based on the find-
ings, in this space approximately 9,615 
persons can be accommodated for a 
usual Dimapur crowd but 9,660 persons 

on the higher si de.
Likewise, a stretch of 225 ft was se-

lected for Tajen Ao Road. The area is 
about 14,000 sq ft. After being calculated 
on averages it was found that the area 
can accommodate about 5,384 persons 
for the usual Dimapur crowd, and 5,577 
on the higher side. 

Further, a length of 200 ft of the I 
Vikeshe Sema Road was selected. It cov-
ers an area of about 17,000 sq ft. It can 
accommodate about 6,538 persons and 
6,772 persons on the higher side.

If the total area of 56,000 sq ft cov-
ering the three roads is considered, the 
space would be filled by approximately 
21,537 persons with comfortable space 
between each person. If the upper limit 
of five persons in a square metre is cal-
culated, the same space may accommo-
date approximately 26,046 persons.

Concluded
Reyivolü Rhakho, Muzhaba Jamir, 

and Haichikambe Pame are currently 
trainee reporters at Eastern Mirror. This 

study was done as a field work as part 
of Eastern Mirror’s continued effort on 

correct reporting based on factual data. 
The team was mentored by K Wapong 

Longkumer. 

Edited by Al Ngullie and  
Temjenrenba Anichar.

A
ir pollution has emerged as a 
major factor for lung cancer in 
India, especially among those 
below the age of 40, suggests a 

new study.
The study, conducted by Sir Ganga 

Ram Hospital (SGRH), Delhi, along 
with Lung Care Foundation, found that 
50 per cent of cancer patients are non-
smokers.

Of the 150 patients who were suc-
cessfully treated from March 2012 to 
June 2018, 74 were non-smokers, while 
76 were smokers.

“Pollution is contributing a lot to the 
rise in lung cancer cases. Industrial and 
vehicular emissions and stubble burn-
ing are some major reasons for lung 
cancer. Young people and women are 
victims of lung cancer mostly due to 
pollution,” Neeraj Jain, Chest Physician, 

Ganga Ram Hospital said.
According to Arvind Kumar, Chair-

man, Centre for Chest Surgery, SGRH, 
children are being exposed to bad air 
quality since their birth and therefore 
even before one starts smoking, the 
lungs are infected due to pollution.

“PM 2.5 level pollution in air is 
equivalent to smoking one cigarette a 
day. And therefore, newborns inhal-
ing this bad air have higher chances of 
being diagnosed for lung cancer. That 
is why we recommend check-ups,” he 
said.

It is also found that 30 per cent of 
the patients, studied for the report, had 
been initially misdiagnosed as tubercu-
losis and were treated for the same for 
many months before starting cancer 
treatment.

Source: IANS
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Figure 4: An enclosure of 45 ft x 60 ft (1) with stage and (2) without stage
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Figure 3: 50 chairs laid in five rows of 10 chairs each in two different settings

Reyivolü Rhakho, Muzhaba Jamir, and Haichikambe Pame
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Figure 5: A still photograph of a section of a crowd during a rally in Dimapur 
that was used for the study. It was found that a 20x20 ft area of the crowd has 
around 150 people.  

Figure 6: Sections of the streets (shaded) from the three roads that connects 
to the Clock Tower intersection in Dimapur. The total area of the selected 
space is about 56000 sq ft that was calculated using Google Earth. 
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Prabhat Kumar | IANS

Stephen Law |Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Whether you ac-
knowledge it or not, Aries, creation is the cen-
tral theme of your life. If you aren’t an artist 
or writer, you should be. There are plenty of 

creative ideas in your head clamoring to be expressed. 
Why not give it a try? You have nothing to lose, and you 
may be astonished by what you’re able to produce. Your 
brain does have two sides. It’s time to use both.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You seem to be 
filled with questions, Taurus. Some of them 
are big, some trivial. All you know is that they 
preoccupy you, and the answers aren’t readily 

apparent. Don’t fret. All that will change by day’s end. The 
planetary configurations are such that all the confusing 
events of recent days will begin to make sense. Your world 
will once again seem calm and orderly. Enjoy it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re an individ-
ual, Gemini, but sometimes it’s hard for you to 
suppress your uniqueness in order to get the 
job done. It may not be you. The problem may 

be your job. If you’re feeling like you don’t have enough 
fun in your life or you aren’t using the full potential of 
your creativity, this might be a good time to make a 
change - a big change. You’re ready to take on new chal-
lenges.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your ego may 
be bruised by events from a few days back. 
Has it occurred to you that it’s within your 
power to right the wrong you feel was done 

to you? It isn’t a matter of confrontation but of conver-
sation. The person in question is probably unaware of 
what they did or said. An expression of your dismay 
might elicit an apology. You’ll both feel better for having 
cleared the air.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today’s planetary 
configurations are pushing you to get some 
perspective on your life and the lives of peo-
ple closest to you, Leo. You must admit that 

you’ve been rather selfish lately. You aren’t the center of 
the universe, so why do you sometimes act like you are? 
This is a day to make amends with friends and loved 
ones. They’ll welcome you back with open arms.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): This is a day to 
be up front with your partner, Virgo. It’s 
possible that your relationship has reached 
some sort of stalemate. It’s up to you to 

get that fire burning brightly once again. How? You 
know the drill - romantic time alone is all it takes. A 
nice outfit, a reservation at the best restaurant, and 
you and your mate are back in business.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This is a day of un-
told opportunity, Libra. If you’ve been con-
cerned that you haven’t been using your full 
creative potential, you can put that concern 

to rest today. Your creativity is boundless and you’ll fi-
nally realize it. Be on the lookout for any unusual op-
portunities. Someone or something you encounter 
could have meaningful ripple effects on you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There’s ten-
sion in the air today, Scorpio. Even though it 
isn’t your doing, you may want to keep a low 
profile, especially if you need to work. Try to 

avoid any discussions. Just because someone is con-
frontational doesn’t mean you have to rise to the bait. It 
would be better if you didn’t. Keep to yourself and all of 
this will blow over by tomorrow when it will be safe to 
mingle again.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re a 
dreamer at heart, Sagittarius. You prefer not 
to think about material things. That explains 
why you tend to forget groceries or dry clean-

ing. You’re happiest if things get done for you. But cir-
cumstances today will force you to handle some of these 
mundane chores. You’ll feel better by day’s end just know-
ing you can be self-sufficient even if you don’t want to be.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): If you fol-
low your instincts and dare to take some 
risks, Capricorn, you’ll be handsomely re-
warded. You have the capability to make a 

good project great. Do your best not to get distracted 
today. Keep your eye on the big picture rather than let 
yourself get bogged down in details. You’ll find that 
when you take care of the big issues, the little ones take 
care of themselves.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Finally, Aquar-
ius, you’ll be able to breathe a long overdue 
sigh of relief. It’s likely that you’ve been wor-
ried about your finances for some time. Well, 

you need worry no longer. The events of today either 
put you back in the black or show you a clear path to get 
there. You’ve been working hard to resolve these finan-
cial matters. You can now start working smarter.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Separate the 
wheat from the chaff today. Look at your re-
lationships and decide who your true friends 
are. You’re loyal, which is to your credit, but 

why be loyal to people who don’t return it? You’ve given 
these so-called friends plenty of chances to demon-
strate their affection. It’s time to let them fall by the way-
side and free up time to spend with your real friends.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

‘Civil Services Need Substantial Reforms, 
Not Trivial, Knee-Jerk Reactions

Do You See a Duck Or a Rabbit: Just What is Aspect Perception?

A 
proposal from the prime 
minister’s office to allocate 
cadre of civil servants after 
taking into account their 

performances in the Foundation 
Course has raised several eyebrows.

Experts believe that the ill-
conceived decision-in-the-making 
will have an adverse impact on the 
overall morale of the civil servants.

There is a consensus among 
scholars and public administration 
professionals that the Indian Civil 
Services in the state and union gov-
ernments need an urgent overhaul. 
Hundreds of committees and com-
missions have addressed the issues 
in the past and made considered 
recommendations, which have 
generally been overlooked by suc-
cessive governments. 

The feeling is that politicians, 
and even bureaucrats, are not in-
terested in such administrative re-
forms.

On May 17, various ministries 
and departments were asked by De-
partment of Personnel and Training 
(DoPT) to examine “if service al-
location or cadre allocation to pro-

bationers selected on the basis of 
Civil Services examination be made 
after the Foundation Course. Ex-
amine the feasibility of giving due 
weightage to the performance in 
the Foundation Course and making 
service allocation as well as cadre 
allocation based on the combines 
(sic) score.”

Instead of getting it examined 
by domain experts, the matter has 
been referred to all the depart-
ments. The rationale is difficult to 
fathom. And to make it even more 
intriguing, it has been done in a 
very cryptic manner, without even 
mentioning the context, as if it was 
a routine matter of little signifi-
cance. 

In my view, at least a short ex-
planatory note on the subject 
should have been provided eluci-
dating the present position with 
possible ramifications.

I believe that Civil Service re-
forms are not synonymous with 
sprucing up civil servants. That’s 
the least part of it. Civil Service re-
forms should be seen as an integral 
component of administrative re-
forms and not isolated from them.

It should also not be forgot-

ten that good politics is essential 
for good governance. Now, let us 
assume that the present political 
executive unreservedly wants to 
initiate steps for good governance. 
The first priority then for effective 
reforms should be to ensure that 
the institutions deliver public goods 
to the citizens, rather than to tinker 
with the recruitment process of the 
primary delivery agents of public 
goods.

Another hypothesis of adminis-
trative reforms, according to us, is 
the emphasis on reforms on the de-
mand side. It has been the practice 
of most political leaders to decide 
on reforms with a notion of being 
a guardian. It pre-supposes that the 
people in government are the best 
judge of the needs of the people. 
The concerns and aspirations of the 
people are of no consequence, be-
cause it is presumed that the people 
do not know what is good for them. 

Ideally, good administrative 
decisions should evolve through a 
process of negotiation between the 
state and the recipients of reforms. 
The wishes of the people could be 
ascertained through organised 
groups in the society. 

Most reforms in government 
fail. They fail not because once im-
plemented, they yield unsatisfac-
tory outcomes, but because, they 
never get past the implementation 
stage. Sometimes they fail because 
the wishes of the people have not 
been taken into consideration.

What should be the approach 
to reforms often is more impor-
tant than the content of the re-
form. Successful reforms require 
a combination of political com-
mitment, technical capacity and 
gradual implementation, aided by 
high dedication of the civil servants. 
For introducing any change in civil 
servants, their commitment is es-
sential. 

The proposal to change the 
rules for allocating services and 
cadres appears to be too trivial and 
a knee-jerk response. 

Curiously, the reaction of the 
main opposition party came in 
great haste, accusing the govern-
ment of tampering with the UPSC 
structure in order to appoint offic-
ers of choice from the RSS in cen-
tral services. There couldn’t have 
been a more absurd criticism of a 
plain legitimate statement. Others 

too joined the chorus. They called 
it a “dangerous move by the PMO” 
which “must be nipped in the bud”. 

As it is, the relative ranking, and 
therefore inter-se seniority, of those 
selected through UPSC examina-
tion for a particular all India service 
(say IAS) undergoes minor changes 
on account of the assessment in the 
Foundation Course. Even the first 
position in the IAS has occasionally 
altered. Extending the argument 
further, to determine the cadre 
within a particular service on the 
basis of final grading seems feasi-
ble, if not desirable.

However, the service allotment 
in an analogous manner appears 
completely untenable. Different 
training institutions with diverse 
methods of assessment, risk of fa-
vouritism and eclectic groups of 
probationers are likely to generate 
avoidable antagonism among them 
when we need intellectually intense 
and effective civil servants in every 
service. 

Besides, just think about the per-
sons who having qualified through 
the most rigorous examination sys-
tem is demoted to a lower position 
after the Foundation Course. Some 

see this proposal as another meas-
ure for demoralising civil servants. 
They ask whether enough had not 
already been done in successive 
governments. 

Finally, we should ask the DoPT 
to answers the following questions: 
A. Why is their an urgency to tinker 
with an established system without 
considering numerous recommen-
dations of hundreds of committees 
and commissions? B. Is it likely to 
result in better selection for serv-
ices? C. Is it part of a larger reform 
package or an isolated idea? D. Did 
any research paper produced by 
a think-tank associated with the 
ruling party form the basis of the 
present idea? and E. Has the idea 
been considered in the past and re-
jected? 

The difficulty with a proposal 
of reforms is that people do not 
appreciate that the problem is not 
to demonstrate whether it’s possi-
ble or not but whether it’s going to 
work.
(In arrangement with gfiles, which 

covers the government and the 
bureaucracy. Prabhat Kumar is a 

former cabinet secretary. Feedback 
at: editor@gfilesindia.com)

T
he duck-rabbit image above 
is one of the most iconic in 
philosophy – so iconic that 
a former undergraduate of 

mine had it tattooed on his leg. So 
what’s philosophically significant 
about this dot and wavy line?

The Austrian philosopher Lud-
wig Wittgenstein used a duck-rab-
bit image in his posthumous Philo-
sophical Investigations (1953) to 
illustrate what philosophers call as-
pect perception. The image can be 
seen in two ways – as either a duck 
or as a rabbit. Most of us can flip at 
will between these two ways seeing 
it. We might say: ‘Now it’s a duck, 
and now it’s a rabbit.’

Wittgenstein provides many 
other examples of this kind of 
‘change of aspect’. For example, 
you can see the four dots below as 
either two groups of two dots, or as 
one group of two dots flanked by 
a dot on either side. Try switching 
between seeing the dots in each of 
these two ways.

You can also see the arrange-
ment of lines below as a cube orien-
tated one way, then the other:

What’s philosophically signifi-
cant about this sort of experience? 
One interesting question such im-
ages raise is: what happens when 
the aspect changes? What happens 
when we shift from seeing a box ori-
entated one way to a box orientated 
another? Clearly, it’s neither the im-
age on the page, nor indeed on the 
back of your retina, that changes. 
The change, it appears, is in you. 
What sort of change is that? 

One way in which we might be 
tempted to explain this change is in 
terms of a change to a private, in-
ternal image. Yes, the image on the 
page remains unchanged; it’s your 
internal image – the one before 
your mind’s eye, as it were – that has 
changed. But Wittgenstein rejects 
this explanation.

I might use the Necker cube im-
age above to capture exactly how 
the cube looks to me when I see 
it one way, but also exactly how it 
looks when I see it the other way. 
In that case, it seems as if my visual 
impression – and thus my ‘private’ 
inner image, if I have one – must be 
the same in each case. But then it 
can’t be a change in any image – be 
it on the page or on my private, in-
ner stage – that explains the change 
of aspect.

Another reason why changes in 
aspect perception might be thought 
philosophically significant is that 

they draw our attention to the fact 
that we see aspects all the time, 
though we don’t usually notice we’re 
doing so. In the essay ‘Imagination 
and Perception’ (1971), the English 
philosopher P F Strawson writes:

the striking case of the change of 
aspects merely dramatises for us a 
feature (namely seeing as) which is 
present in perception in general.

For example, when I see a pair 
of scissors, I don’t see them as a 
mere physical thing – I immediately 
grasp that this is a tool with which 
I can do various things. Seeing the 
object as a pair of scissors is some-
thing I do unthinkingly and indeed 
involuntarily.

On the other hand, someone en-
tirely unfamiliar with the concept of 
a pair of scissors not only won’t but 
can’t see the object that way. They 
might see a pair of scissors lying on 
the table, of course – but they can-
not see them as a pair of scissors. 
‘Seeing as’ is concept-dependent.

You are ‘seeing as’ right now. You 
are looking at these squiggles on a 
white background and seeing them 

as letters, words and sentences, and 
indeed as meaning something. This 
is the unthinking response of some-
one who understands written Eng-
lish – you don’t have to infer what’s 
meant by these lines (as you might 
if you were a non-English speaker 
using a phrase book, say). What I 
mean is immediately, transparently 
available to you.

And we don’t just ‘see as’, we ‘hear 
as’. What goes for written English 
goes for spoken English, too. When 
I hear another person speak Eng-
lish, I don’t hear mere noises I must 
then decode – I hear those noises as 
meaning (eg, shut the door!).

ne particularly interesting ex-
ample of a change of aspect percep-
tion involves our ability to suddenly 
‘get’ a tune or a rule, so we are then 
able to carry on ourselves. Suppose 
that, in a game of Name That Tune, 
I hear a series of musical notes. 
Suddenly, I hear them as the open-
ing bars of ‘Ode to Joy’, say, which I 
can then carry on confidently whis-
tling myself. This too, seems to be 
an example of a change of aspect. 

I switch from hearing the notes as 
mere notes to hearing them as the 
opening bars of a melody – a melo-
dy I can then continue myself.

Or consider the moment that 
we suddenly grasp an arithmetical 
rule. Suppose someone starts to ex-
plain a rule by gradually revealing 
a series of numbers – first 2, then 
4, then 6, then 8. I might suddenly 
‘get’ the rule they’re explaining (call 
it ‘Add 2’), so that I can then confi-
dently continue myself: ‘10, 12, 14’. 
What happens when I have that 
flash of insight? The numbers be-
fore me haven’t changed, and yet 
suddenly I see them differently: as a 
segment of an infinite series – a se-
ries I can now continue myself.

Wittgenstein was particularly 
interested in what happens when 
we suddenly grasp a rule in this way 
– when we ‘flip’ from seeing just a 
series of numbers to seeing them as 
the manifestation of a rule that ex-
tends over the horizon.

In short, ‘seeing as’ is a philo-
sophically rich topic that connects 
with – and can help to shed light on 

– many central questions in philos-
ophy: questions about the nature of 
perception, about what it is to grasp 
meaning, and about rule-following.

However, the notion of ‘seeing as’ 
also provides a more general think-
ing tool with potentially all sorts of 
applications. Consider, for example 
the question of what makes an or-
dinary object – Marcel Duchamp’s 
upturned urinal or Tracey Emin’s 
unmade bed – a work of art? Is what 
makes such an object an artwork 
the fact that we see it as such?

The idea of ‘seeing as’ also crops 
up in religious thinking. Some reli-
gious folk suggest that belief in God 
doesn’t consist in signing up to a 
certain hypothesis, but rather in a 
way of seeing things. What distin-
guishes the atheist from the believ-
er, it’s argued, is not necessarily the 
ability to recognise the cogency of 
certain arguments for the conclu-
sion that God exists. Rather, what 
the atheist misses out on is the abil-
ity to see the world as God’s handi-
work, to see the Bible as the word of 
God, and so on.

Just as some suffer from a kind 
of aesthetic blindness – they can’t 
see a particular painting by Pablo 
Picasso as a powerful expression of 
suffering – so, some suggest, athe-
ists suffer from a kind of religious 
blindness that means they’re un-
able to see the world as it really is: as 
a manifestation of the divine.

This last example brings me to 
a word of warning, however. Seeing 
something as a so-and-so doesn’t 
guarantee that it is a so-and-so. I 
might see a pile of clothes in the 
shadows at the end of my bed as a 
monster. But of course, if I believe 
it’s a monster, then I’m very much 
mistaken. And I can be shown to be 
mistaken.

Stephen Law is a reader in 
philosophy at Heythrop College, 

University of London, and editor 
of the Royal Institute of Philoso-

phy journal THINK. He researches 
primarily in the philosophy of 
religion. His books include The 

Philosophy Gym: 25 Short Adven-
tures in Thinking (2003) and (for 

children) The Complete Philosophy 
Files (2011). 

Edited by Nigel Warburton
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Opposition voices concern over NRC; Shah’s remarks disrupt RS 

Mamata slams Modi govt. over NRC; warns of civil war

Editors Guild welcomes 
draft data protection bill

India’s fiscal deficit in June 
touches 68.7% of year’s target

Journalists covering Rafale 
deal being threatened – Rahul

CBSE announces 
UGC-NET results

24 persons provided Z-plus security — RTI answer

‘Assam list excludes government 
employees, former MPs’

BSF, Assam Rifles sensitised to 
prevent entry of Rohingyas — Rajnath

PTI

Rajnath Singh (File Photo)

PTI

Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu tries to pacify the opposition members who were protesting 
in the well of the House, during the Monsoon session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

new Delhi, July 31 (ianS): 
BJP President Amit Shah’s 
remarks accusing the op-
position of allegedly try-
ing to protect the illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants 
on Tuesday caused disrup-
tion in the Rajya Sabha and 
subsequent adjournment 
of the House for the day, as 
the opposition expressed 
concern over the Assam 
NRC draft that leaves out 
over 40 lakh people.

The matter led to re-
peated disruptions in the 
upper House of Parlia-
ment where opposition 
leaders asked the govern-
ment to address the issue 
on humanitarian basis.

Discussion on the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in Assam -- whose 
draft was released on 
Monday -- was taken up 
suspending the Question 
Hour on the request of the 
House members.

Leaders of all parties 
briefly expressed their 
views on the issue. To-
wards the end, just before 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh was to reply, Shah 
spoke.

“The Assam Accord 
was signed by your (Con-
gress) Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi on August 14, 
1985. And he announced 
it from the Red Fort in his 
speech the next day. The 

spirit of the Accord was 
the NRC that would help 
identify the Bangladeshi 
infiltrators,” Shah said.

“You did not have the 
courage to implement it. 
We had the courage and 
we are doing it. Everybody 
here (in the opposition) 
is concerned with the 40 
lakh people. How many 
Bangladeshi infiltrators 
are there among these 40 
lakh? Who do you want 
to protect? You want to 
protect the Bangladeshi 
infiltrators?” Shah said.

The opposition MPs 
loudly objected to Shah’s 
remarks and came towards 
the Chairman, shouting 
slogans against the gov-
ernment and the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP). Chair-
man M. Venkaiah Naidu 
first adjourned the House 
for 10 minutes. 

But as the House re-
convened at 1.10 p.m, the 
opposition MPs were on 
their feet again. Naidu 
then adjourned the House 
for the day.

Earlier, the opposi-
tion MPs raised concern 
over Assam’s draft NRC, 
with Trinamool Congress 
leader Sukhendu Shekhar 
Roy pointing out that sev-
eral government employ-
ees and former MPs were 
among the 40 lakh persons 
left out of the draft list of 
citizens.

“Even the names of 
people belonging to the 

armed forces, government 
offices and even former 
MPs have been omitted. 
The name of a former 
Deputy Speaker has also 
not been included. This 
is a motivated attempt 
to render lakhs of people 
homeless,” Roy said.

“The UN Convention 
on human rights, which 
India is a signatory to, is 
being violated here. That 
is why, (West Bengal Chief 
Minister) Mamata Ban-
erjee has demanded that 
this (the list) be withdrawn 
immediately,” he added.

He said they had no 
problem if illegal inhabit-
ants were deported, but 
no genuine citizen must 
be harassed.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday attacked the 
Narendra Modi government over 
the NRC in Assam, saying people 
are being victimised to win elections 
and it would lead to a bloodbath and 
civil war.

Addressing a conclave by the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of In-
dia here, Banerjee took several digs 
at the Modi-led Central government 
and accused it of interfering with the 
judiciary. 

She alleged that names of people 
having valid documents were not 
included in the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) and the exercise was 
being carried out with a political mo-
tive which will be opposed. 

Banerjee also accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of try-
ing to divide people. “The situation 
cannot be tolerated. There will be a 
civil war, bloodbath in the country,” 
Banerjee said. 

Over 40 lakh people were ex-
cluded in the final draft list of the 

NRC released on Monday (July 30). 
“What is going on and what can 

be, it is more alarming. Only to win 
the election, only to win the battle, 
people cannot be victimised. Now 
they say these people cannot vote 
also. If they don’t vote, if their list 
doesn’t exist, don’t you think they will 
lose their identity,” Banerjee said. 

“Where they will get food, how 
they will go to school. How they 
will go for employment, nobody 
will allow them. Nobody will allow 
them to go to office. Where will they 
go, where their children will go. We 
will not let them die. We want they 
should survive,” she added.

The Trinamool Congress leader 
said whoever came from Bangladesh 
up to March 1971 “is very much an 
Indian citizen”. 

She said there were also people 
from Bihar, Rajasthan and Tamil 
Nadu whose names are not in the 
NRC. 

The Trinamool Congress leader 
said the name of a family member 

of former President Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed was not in the final draft of 
the NRC. 

She accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of being a megalo-
maniac. “We know India is a secular 
country. But only I came in power 
for a few years and I will destroy eve-
rything, it cannot be. It is like being 
megalomaniac,” she said. 

“I am saying with heavy heart, 
this situation cannot continue. The 
judiciary, you know how they inter-
fere. In every institution, you cannot 
work impartially.” 

She also referred to St. Stephens 
College cancelling an address by her 
and took a dig at the BJP. 

“I don’t know whether you got 
threatening or not... that’s why 
Mamata Banerjee is coming. I do 
not know. Wherever I am going, 
they are cancelling the programme. 
I don’t mind. Because they think that 
convention hall is enough for me. 
For me, the road is better. I can go to 
the road and meet people,” she said.

new Delhi, July 31 (ianS): 
Opposition MPs on Tues-
day raised concern over 
Assam’s draft National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
with a Trinamool Con-
gress leader alleging that 
government employees 
and former MPs were 
among 40 lakh applicants 
dropped from the draft 
list.

The matter led to re-
peated disruptions in the 
Rajya Sabha where op-
position members asked 
the government to address 
the issue on humanitarian 
basis.

Sukhendu Sekhar Roy 
of the Trinamool accused 
the government of violat-
ing human rights as the list 
of 40 lakh people includes 
those who are citizens of 
India.

“Even the names of 
people belonging to the 
armed forces, government 
offices, and even former 
MPs have been omitted. 
The name of a former dep-
uty speaker has also not 
been included. 

This is a motivated at-
tempt to render lakhs of 
people homeless,” Roy 
said.

“The UN Convention 

on human rights, which 
India is a signatory to, is 
being violated here. That 
is why, (West Bengal Chief 
Minister) Mamata Ban-
erjee has demanded that 
this (the list) must be with-
drawn immediately.

“We have no problem 
if illegal inhabitants are 
deported. But no genuine 
and legal citizen must be 
touched. 

This should be super-
vised by a human rights 
body. We will not accept 
any other organisation.”

The Trinamool de-
m a n d e d  t h a t  P r i m e 
Minister Narendra Modi 
come to the House and 
make a statement on the 
issue.

Earlier, Leader of Op-
position Ghulam Nabi 
Azad urged Rajya Sabha 
Chairperson M. Venkai-
ah Naidu to suspend the 
Question Hour for a dis-
cussion on the “sensitive” 
issue.

Naidu agreed, saying 
he was making an excep-
tion because the House 
was unanimous and “the 
issue is serious and sensi-
tive”.

Azad said the issue re-
lated to human rights and 

not to any specific caste, 
religion or a party.

“Onus to prove citizen-
ship is only on persons but 
it lies with the government 
also,” he said.

He suggested that the 
government provide legal 
assistance to those ex-
cluded but strictly adhere 
to 16 provisions to prove 
the citizenship.

Samajwadi Party’s 
Ramgopal Yadav said no 
one should be deprived 
of his fundamental rights.

“It needs utmost care 
to deal with the issue. No 
name should be deleted 
from the list in a hurry,” 
he said.

Assam MP Bishwajit 
Daimari of the Bodoland 
People’s Front said no In-
dian will be dropped out 
of the list.

When some of the op-
position members ob-
jected to his speech, he 
shouted “leave Assam”. 
This led to a ruckus in the 
House.

Trinamool’s Roy ob-
jected to his remarks, say-
ing it was against the con-
stitution.

Naidu said the mem-
ber said the word as he was 
provoked.

new Delhi, July 31 (Pti): The 
Editors Guild of India today wel-
comed the draft data protection 
bill, noting that the provisions 
for journalists in it broadly al-
low media professionals to use 
sensitive as well as non-sensitive 
personal data while discharging 
their duties. Amid a sharp rise 
in data breaches, a new legisla-
tion last week proposed taking 
explicit consent of individuals 
before sensitive personal infor-
mation such as religious or po-
litical beliefs, sexual orientation 
and biometric information, is 
processed.

The draft of the Personal 
Data Protection Bill, 2018 -- 
which is based on the recom-
mendations of the government 
-- constituted high-level panel 
set up last year and headed by 
Justice B N Srikrishna -- restricts 
and imposes conditions on the 
cross-border transfer of person-
al data, and suggests setting up 
of the Data Protection Authority 
of India to prevent any misuse of 
personal information.

The Editors Guild of India, 
in a statement, said it welcomes 
the specific provisions for jour-
nalists in the draft Personal 
Data Protection Bill 2018 as they 
broadly allow media profes-
sionals to use sensitive as well 
as non-sensitive personal data 
while discharging their duties.

“By placing data gathered 
for ‘journalistic purposes’ in the 
exempt list under the proposed 
law, the committee, headed by 
Justice B N Srikrishna, has also 
allowed journalists to collect, 
review and preserve personal 
data for use in news reports 
without seeking the consent of 
individuals.

“However, the Srikrishna 
draft says journalists will have 
to adhere to the code of ethics 
prescribed by the Press Council 
of India or ‘any media self-regu-
latory organisation,” it said.

The Guild’s Code of Ethics 
provides for broad norms and 
it will also be amended soon 
for greater clarity, the statement 
said.

The Guild also endorses the 
Srikrishna Committee’s sugges-
tion that the Press Council of In-
dia and other media watchdogs 
should incorporate provisions 
for data privacy in their code 
of ethics so that the exemption 
provided to journalists does not 
lead to undue violation of the 
data protection rights of indi-
viduals, it said.

The Srikrishna panel sub-
mitted its report on data protec-
tion as also the draft of the bill 
to Union Minister for Informa-
tion Technology Ravi Shankar 
Prasad, wrapping up nearly one 
year of deliberations.

new Delhi, July 31 (ianS): india’s 
budgetary fiscal deficit rose further in 
June and stood at INR 4.29 lakh crore 
touching 68.7 per cent of the current 
year’s target, official data showed on 
Tuesday.

The government has budgeted a 
fiscal deficit target of INR 6.24 lakh 
crore for the financial year 2018-19. 

As per data from the Controller 
General of Accounts (CGA), the fiscal 
deficit up to the like period of the pre-
vious fiscal had stood at 80.8 per cent.

The 2018-19 deficit -- the differ-
ence between revenue and expendi-
ture -- has been pegged at 3.3 per 
cent of the country’s gross domestic 
product, or INR 6.24 lakh crore, as 
compared to the revised estimates of 
INR 5.94 lakh crore for the previous 
fiscal.

According to the CGA data, net tax 
revenue during the period under re-
view was INR 2.37 lakh crore, or 16 per 

cent of the budget estimated target.
The total receipts -- from revenue 

and non-debt capital -- during the 
fiscal’s first quarter (April-June) were 
INR 2.68 lakh crore, or at 15.5 per 
cent of the estimates for the current 
financial year.

The data revealed that total ex-
penditure -- incurred on revenue and 
capital -- during the April-June pe-
riod was INR 7.08 lakh crore, or at 29 
per cent of the entire fiscal’s estimate.

In this connection, American rat-
ings agency Moody’s said on Monday 
that the recent cut in Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST) rates effected by the 
GST Council on 88 consumer goods 
will weigh on the Central govern-
ment’s revenue collections and fiscal 
consolidation efforts. “We estimate 
revenue loss from the most recent tax 
cuts to be about 0.04 per cent-0.08 per 
cent of GDP annually,” Moody’s Inves-
tor Service said in a research note. 

new Delhi, July 31 (ianS): Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Monday slammed Prime Minister, 
saying the journalists reporting the Rafale scam 
are being threatened.

“Supreme leader’s minions are now sending 
threatening messages to journalists reporting 
on the #RafaleScam asking them to ‘back off or 
else...’,” wrote Gandhi in Twitter.

“I’m really proud of the few brave press peo-
ple who still have the guts to defend the truth 
and stand up to Mr 56 (a reference to Modi),” he 
tweeted.

 Gandhi on Saturday claimed that owing to 
the Rafale fighter jet deal, the Indian taxpayers 
will have to pay the “Prime Minister’s friend’s 
joint venture INR 1 lakh crore over five decades to 
maintain the aircraft”.

The Congress has earlier accused Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman of “lying” on Reli-
ance Defence Ltd -- which, he claimed, did not 
have experience in manufacturing fighter jets 
-- for having secured an offset contract from Das-
sault Aviation for INR 30,000 crore and a conse-
quent Lifecycle Cost Contract of INR 1 lakh crore 
in the Rafale deal.

new Delhi, July 31 (ianS): 
The Central Board for Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
on Tuesday declared UGC-
National Eligibility Test 
(NET) results, the test for 
which was conducted on 
July 8 across 91 cities in the 
country.

According to a state-
ment issued by the CBSE, 
a total of 11,48,235 can-
didates had registered for 
the examination, out of 
whom over 85,000 ap-
peared and 55,872 quali-
fied to be eligible to apply 
for the post of Assistant 
Professor.

A total of 3,929 candi-
dates emerged eligible to 
apply for both Assistant 
Professor and Junior Re-
search Fellowship. The ex-
amination was conducted 
in 84 subjects. 

There was a change 
this time in the number of 
papers, where instead of 
three there were only two 
papers. 

As per the Universi-
ty Grants Commission 
(UGC) policy, six per cent 
of those who appear in 
both papers and obtain 
minimum qualification 
marks in both papers’ ag-
gregate are declared NET 
qualified.

Lucknow, July 31 (ianS): The 
Central government has pro-
vided categorized security 
cover to 308 persons, out of 
which 24 have been provided 
the highest Z-plus cover, ac-
cording to the answer to an 
RTI query.

As per information pro-
vided by S.C.L. Das, Joint Sec-
retary in the Union Home 

Ministry to city-based activist 
Nutan Thakur, two dozen per-
sons have been given Z-plus 
security, 59 persons have been 
given Z security, 109 have 
been given Y-plus, 34 have 
been given Y and 82 persons 
have been given X category 
security. 

The ministry however de-
clined to provide other in-

formation sought by the RTI 
activist, including the number 
of security persons and other 
paraphernalia provided un-
der each of these security 
covers, as per the fixed norms 
as also the total monthly re-
munerations given to these 
security personnel who have 
been assigned to various per-
sons with different security 

covers.
“He refused to provide 

other information under sec-
tion 8(1)(g) of RTI Act deal-
ing with threat to life and 
safety along with section 8(1)
(j) dealing with personal in-
formation and section 24 
dealing with exemptions from 
the RTI Act, Thakur told IANS 
on Tuesday.

n e w  D e l h i ,  Ju l y  3 1 
(ianS): The Centre on 
Tuesday said the Border 
Security Force (BSF) and 
Assam Rifles have been 
sensitised to ensure that 
members of the Rohingya 
Muslim minority do not 
enter the country and 
states have been asked to 
enumerate and confine 
those who have immi-
grated illegally.

Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh told the Lok 
Sabha during Question 
Hour that his Ministry had 
issued an advisory to the 
states in February con-
cerning the Rohingya.

“The BSF and Assam 
Rifles have been fully sen-
sitised to ensure that Ro-
hingyas are not able to en-
ter,” Rajnath Singh replied 
to a query posed by a Shiv 
Sena member. 

He said Rohingyas 
have, however, entered 
the country in “large num-
bers”.

“It should not happen 
that the Rohingyas spread 
out and stay wherever they 
want,” he said, adding that 
the states have been ad-
vised to prepare their “bi-
ography” (profiles) and 

The Trinamool demanded that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
come to the House and make a state-
ment on the issue.

Leader of Opposition Ghulam 
Nabi Azad said the issue was related 
to human rights and not to any spe-
cific caste, religion or a party.

“Onus to prove citizenship is 
only on persons, but it lies with the 
government also,” he said.

He suggested that the govern-
ment provide legal assistance to 

those excluded but strictly adhere 
to 16 provisions to prove the citizen-
ship.

Samajwadi Party’s Ramgopal Ya-
dav said no one should be deprived 
of his fundamental rights.

“It needs utmost care to deal with 
the issue. No name should be de-
leted from the list in a hurry,” he said.

Assam MP Bishwajit Daimari of 
the Bodoland People’s Front said 
no Indian would be dropped out of 
the list.

When some of the opposition 
members objected to his speech, he 
shouted “leave Assam”. 

This led to a ruckus in the House 
with opposition MPs calling his 
remarks as against the Constitution.

Naidu said the member uttered 
the words as he was provoked.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
could not make a statement on the 
issue in the Rajya Sabha for second 
consecutive day due to disruptions 
and adjournments.

take biometrics.
“The advisory also 

says that their movement 
should also be monitored 
and the states should be 
fully alert,” the Minister 
added. 

Rajnath Singh said the 
state governments have 
the right to deportation 
under the Foreigners Act.

“We have requested 
the state governments that 
after identification and 
enumeration of the Ro-
hingyas, they should send 
the information to the 
Central government. Once 
we get this information, 

we will share it with the 
External Affairs Ministry. 
The ministry will talk to 
the Myanmar authorities 
and try to deport them,” 
the minister said.

Earlier, Minister of 
State for Home Kiren Ri-
jiju said Rohingyas were 
illegal migrants and there 
was no question of the 
government giving them 
any facilities.

“We will first take care 
of Indian citizens, take 
care of their rights. We are 
not here to take care of 
illegal migrants,” he said.

Answering another 

query, Rijiju said Jammu 
and Kashmir has the larg-
est number of Rohingyas 
followed by Hyderabad. 
They were also present 
in Delhi, Haryana, Ra-
jasthan and some other 
places.

“We have taken firm 
steps that they do not be-
come a threat to the coun-
try’s security and become 
a burden in the future,” he 
added.

Referring to the issue 
of ration cards, he said 
the government has not 
allowed the move and 
“if registration has taken 
place in a fake manner, 
action will be taken”.

He said every state and 
union territory should en-
sure that Rohingyas do not 
get a legal document.

Regarding border fenc-
ing, Rijiju said: “There is 
no fencing with Myanmar, 
Nepal, Bhutan, China. We 
have a different agreement 
with every country.” 

The minister  said 
about 10 lakh Rohingyas 
in Bangladesh have not 
been able to enter India 
due to steps taken by the 
government.

Trinamool Congress 

member Sugata Bose said 
he was saddened by the 
reply of the Home Minister 
and noted that India has 
40,000 Rohingya refugees 
while there were over 9 
lakh in Bagladesh. 

Noting that the gov-
ernment was carrying 
out “Operation Insaniyat” 
(Operation Humanity) 
in Bangladesh, he asked 
if Centre will give shelter 
to all persecuted people, 
especially refugees. 

Rijiju said he was “sur-
prised and saddened” by 
Bose’s remarks, saying 
that despite India not be-
ing a signatory to the UN 
convention on refugees, 
millions of them were still 
staying in the country.

The minister said India 
has a tradition of receiving 
persecuted people but 
that does not mean that 
“we cannot regulate our 
system”.

“Does that mean that 
you can allow anybody to 
walk into this nation and 
claim the rights of this 
nation. We have to have 
a system. We have to take 
care of our people first and 
then other people,” Rijiju 
added.
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Trump willing to meet Iran’s 
Rouhani without preconditions

Flames race across a hillside as firefighters monitor a backfire during the Carr fire in Redding, California, on 
July 27.

Residents fleeing for dry ground with their belongings by means of makeshift rafts in southeastern Myanmar.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and South Korean Maj. Gen. Kim Do-gyun shake their hands during the 
high-level military talks on Tuesday.

Hikers descending from Mount Rinjani (C in black and pink) arrive at a post in Sembalun, West Nusa Tenggara 
on July 30 after an earthquake struck Lombok the previous day. 

UN chief calls for efforts 
to end human trafficking

Volcano hikers tell of terror after Indonesia quake

California wildfires toll reach 8

Nearly 120,000 displaced in Myanmar floods 

Cambodian PM hails ‘free, fair’ elections despite criticism

N Korea developing new 
missiles — report

North and South Korea hold military talks 

United Nations, July 31 
(IANS): UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
on Monday called for 
global efforts to end the 
scourge of human traf-
ficking.

In a message on World 
Day Against Trafficking 
in Persons, which falls on 
July 30, Guterres said that 
human trafficking knows 
no borders.

“Human trafficking 
takes many forms and 
knows no borders. Hu-
man traffickers too often 
operate with impunity, 
with their crimes receiv-
ing not nearly enough 
attention.  This must 
change.”

Human trafficking is 
a vile crime that feeds on 
inequalities, instability 
and conflict. Human traf-
fickers prey on the vul-
nerable and rob them of 
their fundamental rights, 
Xinhua quoted the UN 
chief as saying.

Children and young 

people, migrants and 
refugees are especially 
susceptible. Women and 
girls are targeted again 
and again, he said. “We 
see brutal sexual exploi-
tation, including involun-
tary prostitution, forced 
marriage and sexual slav-
ery. We see the appalling 
trade in human organs.”

Guterres said the UN 
is committed to advanc-
ing action to bring traf-
fickers to justice while 
protecting and support-
ing their victims.

The rights of victims 
must come first -- be they 
the victims of traffickers, 
smugglers, or of modern 
forms of slavery or ex-
ploitation, he stressed.

“On this World Day 
Against Trafficking in Per-
sons, let us come togeth-
er around the key issues 
of prevention, protection 
and prosecution to build 
a future where this crime 
cannot exist,” said Gu-
terres.

Mataram, July 31 (AFP): 
More than 500 hikers and 
guides stranded by land-
slides on an Indonesian 
mountain after an earth-
quake have returned to 
safety, with some recalling 
their terror when tonnes 
of rock cascaded down.

The shallow 6.4-mag-
nitude quake,  which 
struck early Sunday on 
Lombok island and was 
followed by scores of af-
tershocks, triggered ma-
jor landslides on Mount 
Rinjani, blocking the hik-
ing routes that criss-cross 
it.

Some 800 trekkers 
and their guides were on 
the mountain when the 
quake struck including 
citizens from the United 
States, France, the Neth-
erlands, Thailand, Germa-
ny and 21 other countries, 
according to search and 
rescue officials.

Hundreds managed 
to find a way down on 
Sunday and over 500 more 
reached safety Monday 
night.

San Francisco, July 31 
(IANS): The toll in the 17 
wildfires that were cur-
rently blazing in California 
has increased to eight, ac-
cording to authorities.

The Carr fire - in Shasta 
County, some 400 km north 
of San Francisco - began a 
week ago near the town of 
Redding and has been the 
most deadly of the blazes 
with six fatalities, including 
a 70-year-old woman and 
two of her grandchildren.

That fire has forced au-
thorities to evacuate more 
than 38,000 people and has 
destroyed 723 residential 
structures but is only 20 per 
cent contained at present, 
California’s forestry and 
forest fire prevention de-
partment, CalFire, told Efe 
news.

CalFire also said that 

seven people are missing 
in the Carr fire.

CalFire spokesman 
Chris Anthony said the 
fires are “explosive” and 
the situation is beyond 
“extreme”.

Two other people were 
found dead near the Fer-
guson fire, which is 30 per 
cent contained, one of 
them a firefighter who died 
after being hit by a falling 
tree in Mariposa County, 
where his contingent of 
firefighters were working 
to quell the blaze.

T h e  U S  N a t i o n a l 
Weather Service said that 
excessive heat combined 
with low relative humidity 
and dry vegetation were 
setting up ideal conditions 
for the numerous fires.

Currently, there are 
17 active - albeit isolated 

- wildfires in California, 
ranging from blazes in the 
southern part of the state 
all the way to the northern 
border with Oregon.

Some 12,000 firefight-
ers are battling the flames 
around California, along 
with 800 members of the 
California National Guard, 
backed up by hundreds of 
fire trucks, some of which 
have come from as far 
away as Florida.

Mendocino County is 
the site of two other un-
controlled fires that have 
burned more than 12,000 
hectares (30,000 acres) and 
forced hundreds of resi-
dents to evacuate.

California Governor 
Jerry Brown has declared 
a state of emergency for 
Riverside, Shasta and Mari-
posa Counties.

Yangon, July 31 (AFP): 
Nearly 120,000 people have 
been displaced after floods 
submerged a vast swathe 
of southeastern Myanmar, 
killing 11 people and send-
ing panicked residents 
fleeing for dry ground with 
children perched on their 
shoulders and few belong-
ings in tow.

An official told AFP 
Tuesday over 118,000 peo-
ple have taken refuge in 
285 camps so far, as the 
toll climbed to 11 dead - in-
cluding three solders - with 
more deaths feared.

Swirling, muddy waters 
reached thatched-roofed 
homes and wiped out 
farmland in four provinces 
as officials scrambled to 
set up rescue centres amid 
continued torrential rains 
on Tuesday.

Rescuers in boats tried 
to pluck people from flood-
waters in Hpa-an in Karen 
state while other residents 

tried to escape by any 
means possible, balancing 
on makeshift rafts or wad-
ing out carrying children 
and plastic bags of goods.

“There could be a few 
more casualties but we 
are still collecting the in-
formation,” Social Welfare 
Ministry Director Phyu Lei 
Lei Tun said.

“Water is going down in 
some places. But we do not 
know how long the disaster 
will last.”

Meanwhile five others 
were confirmed killed in 
a landslide triggered by 
heavy rains in Kawthaung 
township in Myanmar’s 
southern tip.

Eva c u a t i o n  o rd e r s 
are still in place for many 
flood-stricken areas with 
a number of rivers exceed-
ing danger levels by several 
feet and 36 dams and res-
ervoirs overflowing, state-
backed Global New Light 
of Myanmar newspaper 

reported.
The Mekong region 

has been battered by par-
ticularly heavy monsoon 
rains this year, causing dev-
astating floods that have 
forced thousands to flee 
and wiped out homes and 
farmland.

Heavy rains caused a 
massive dam in southern 
Laos to collapse last week, 
wiping out entire villages 
and killing at least 11 - 
though earlier official tolls 
initially put the number as 
high as 27.

Floodwaters from that 
catastrophe seeped into 
Cambodia and forced 
thousands from their 
homes.

R e s c u e r s  a r e  s t i l l 
searching for survivors in 
southern Laos more than 
a week after the dam col-
lapse, with Thai, South Ko-
rean and Chinese special-
ists joining efforts to find 
scores still missing.

Phnom Penh, July 31 
(AFP): Cambodia’s strong-
man leader Hun Sen on 
Tuesday hailed this week’s 
elections as “free, fair and 
just” after a controversial 
vote with no viable op-
position drew criticism 
from Washington and the 
European Union.

Hun Sen’s ruling Cam-
bodian People’s Party 

(CPP) is set to win all 125 
parliamentary seats - ce-
menting the country’s sta-
tus as a one-party state 
- after the main opposi-
tion party was barred from 
contesting Sunday’s poll.

But the prime minis-
ter, who has ruled for 33 
years, swept aside ques-
tions over the ballot’s le-
gitimacy in a celebratory 

Facebook post on Tues-
day.

“Cambodia decided 
the fate of the nation 
through a free, fair and just 
election,” he wrote.

Rights groups accused 
Hun Sen of wiping out his 
political opposition, chok-
ing free press and stamp-
ing out activism in the lead 
up to the poll.

Opposition figures had 
called for a voting boy-
cott with a “clean finger” 
campaign, which election 
authorities said failed with 
an estimated 82 percent 
turnout and 6.3 million 
votes cast.

But in a sign of push-
back from unhappy voters, 
around 600,000 ballots 
were spoiled.

In his post Tuesday, 
Hun Sen said citizens 
cast their ballots “without 
pressure or being forced”, 
thanking voters for sup-
porting the CPP.

A CPP spokesman told 
AFP this week the party 
is expected to take all 125 
parliamentary seats across 
the country. Official results 
are expected on August 15.

Washington, July 31 (AFP): 
US intelligence agencies 
have found that North 
Korea is building new mis-
siles, based on satellite 
photographs taken in re-
cent weeks and other new 
evidence, The Washington 
Post reported Monday.

Just weeks after a high-
stakes summit between 
President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, Pyongyang 
appears to be developing 
at least one or two liquid-
fueled intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, the Post 
said, citing officials famil-
iar with the intelligence.

The factory outside 
Pyongyang in Sanumdong 
where the work is under-
way produced the North’s 
first ICBMs capable of 
reaching the United States.

The reported new mis-
sile construction follows 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo’s testimony last 
week in which he told 
senators Pyongyang con-
tinues to make nuclear 

fissile material, without 
indicating whether the 
hermit state was building 
new missiles.

Imagery from the Na-
tional Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency suggests 
ongoing work on at least 
one Hwasong-15 ICBM at 
the Sanumdong plant, the 
Post said.

“We see them going 
to work, just as before,” a 
US official told the news-
paper.

But at the Sohae Satel-
lite Launching Station on 
North Korea’s west coast, 
workers can be seen dis-
mantling an engine test 
stand, in line with a prom-
ise made to Trump at the 
summit, though the move 
is seen as more symbolic 
since the facility can easily 
be rebuilt.

An image taken on July 
7 shows a bright-red cov-
ered trailer in a loading 
area that appears to be 
identical to those vehicles 
the North has previously 
used to transport ICBMs.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ju l y  3 1 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump announced 
that he was willing to meet 
his Iranian counterpart 
Hassan Rouhani without 
preconditions and “when-
ever they want”, a sharp 
departure from his threats 
against Tehran last week.

“I would certainly meet 
with Iran if they wanted to 
meet,” Trump said on Mon-
day during a joint news 
conference at the White 
House alongside Italian 
Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte. 

“I do believe that they 
will probably end up want-
ing to meet. I’m ready to 
meet whenever they want 
to.

US President Donald Trump during a joint press conference with Italian 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte.

“No preconditions... 
They want to meet, I’ll 
m e e t ,  w h e n e ve r  t h e y 
want,” the President added.

Trump also appeared 
to hedge the possibility of 
a meeting on an ability to 

“work something out that’s 
meaningful”.

Hamid Aboutalebi, an 
adviser to President Rou-
hani, tweeted in response 
to Trump that “returning 
to the nuclear deal” and 

“respecting the Iranian na-
tion’s rights” would pave 
way for talks, reports the 
BBC.

Such a meeting would 
be the first between US 
and Iranian leaders since 
the 1979 Iranian revolution.

Monday’s olive branch 
from Trump marks an 
abrupt shift in tone. The 
President has been a stri-
dent critic of Iran, threat-
ening Tehran with “conse-
quences” on July 22, CNN 
reported.

The President  and 
his senior officials have 
ramped up the rhetoric 
against Tehran, promising 
to “crush” its economy with 
international sanctions 
and accusing it of foment-

ing terrorism and regional 
instability, while telling the 
country’s citizens that their 
leaders are corrupt.

Washington is prepar-
ing to re-impose sanctions 
on Tehran within days - de-
spite objections from the 
UK, France, China, Rus-
sia and Germany, which 
also signed the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action.

Iran insists its nucle-
ar programme is entirely 
peaceful, and its compli-
ance with the deal has been 
verified by the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), which has said Iran 
is honouring its commit-
ments.

While most were able 
to pick their way down the 
mountain on foot, at least 
three arrived at Sembalun 
village on the lower slopes 
by helicopter, according 
to officials.

Some returned with 
harrowing tales of being 
caught out by the quake, 

which killed 17 people 
across the holiday island 
including one on the 
mountain.

A u s t r a l i a n  h i k e r 
Stanley Yu said the ground 
began to shake about 20 
minutes after his group 
reached Rinjani’s peak.

“The earthquake last-

ed about 10-20 seconds. 
After that everybody was 
rushing down,” he told 
AFP.

“On the way down 
there was another earth-
quake and that made eve-
ryone panic - it was pretty 
scary.”

One Thai tourist, who 

reached the foot of the 
mountain Tuesday morn-
ing, felt the ground shake 
beneath her sleeping bag.

“I got out of my bed 
and then I saw a landslide 
(with) rocks falling down.”

A male friend said he 
watched parts of Rinjani’s 
slopes collapse.

The last three trekkers 
- two porters and a guide 
- are expected to arrive at 
the base of the mountain 
by 7 pm local time, said 
Agus Hendra Sanjaya, a 
spokesman for the search 
and rescue agency on the 
island’s main city of Ma-
taram.

“We have searched 
the (Rinjani) area, there 
are no more hikers,” he 
told AFP.

Most of the trekkers 
reached the base of the 
mountain by late Monday 
evening, according to I 
Gusti Lanang Wiswanan-
da, another spokesman 
from the Mataram search 
and rescue agency.

H e l i c o p t e r s  a n d 
search teams had been 

deployed to scour the 
mountain’s slopes and 
drop food supplies for 
those stranded on it.

Thousands of build-
i n g s  w e re  d e s t r oy e d 
across Lombok, including 
a health clinic.

National disaster miti-
gation agency spokesman 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho 
said more than 220 people 
suffered serious injuries.

A Malaysian tourist 
was among the dead, with 
another six citizens in-
jured, the foreign ministry 
in Kuala Lumpur has said.

A total of 7,593 people 
are staying in temporary 
shelters, according to of-
ficials.

T h e  3 , 7 2 6 - m e t r e 
(12,224-feet) Rinjani is the 
second-highest volcano 
in Indonesia and a favour-
ite among sightseers.

The epicentre of the 
earthquake was 50 kilo-
metres (30 miles) north-
east of Mataram, far from 
the main tourist spots on 
the south and west of the 
island.

Seoul, July 31 (IANS): 
North and South Korea 
held high-level military 
talks on Tuesday to con-
tinue implementing the 
measures agreed at their 
historic leaders’ summit in 
April and to reduce cross-
border tension.

A South Korean De-
fence Ministry spokesman 
told Efe news that the two 
delegations began their 
meeting at around 10 am 
at the Peace House, in the 
Joint Security Area (JSA).

This  is  the second 
high-level military meet-

ing since the April 27 sum-
mit between North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un and 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, during which 
both countries agreed to 
improve bilateral ties and 
work for peace and the 
“complete denucleariza-
tion” of the Korean pe-
ninsula.

“Through the April 27 
Panmunjom Declaration, 
I think seeds have already 
been planted. By putting 
our heads together for 
earnest deliberations de-
spite the sweltering heat, 

I think we can definitely 
secure a good harvest this 
fall,” South Korean Maj. 
Gen. Kim Do-gyun, who 
headed the South Korean 
delegation, said at the be-
ginning of Tuesday’s talks.

Experts said the sides 
may exchange positions 
on the issue of easing the 
military presence in the 
JSA, a proposal that the 
South Korean Defence 
Ministry brought forward 
a week ago before a parlia-
mentary committee.

They might also dis-
cuss the idea of withdraw-

ing forces and their equip-
ment from border guard 
posts on the militarized 
border in stages on a “trial 
basis”.

On the possible agen-
da of the meeting is also 
a joint programme with 

the US to unearth the re-
mains of fallen soldiers 
during the Korean War 
(1950-1953) or a possible 
plan to designate the tense 
Northern Limit Line, the 
western maritime border, 
as a joint fishing zone.
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TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2 pm, 8 pm: Sahib Biwi Aur 
Gangster 3 (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Mission 
impossible - Fallout (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

‘Face of Nagaland 2018’ 
audition on Aug 4 and 11 

Demi Lovato too ill to discuss rehab plans

Hey Baby winner of ABCD Season -2  

Mark Wahlberg open to work 
with Leonardo DiCaprio again

Music saved Ellie 
Goulding’s life

Excel School of Music ‘Summer Concert’

Priyanka Chopra’s 
new Hollywood 
role opposite 
Chris Pratt

E
thnic Trendzanda, after two 
glorious seasons of hosting Face 
of Dimapur in 2016 and 2017 
providing a perfect platform for 
young and tal-

ented men of Dimapur, 
has decided to step-up 
in its effort and give an 
equal chance to young 
model talents across 
the state who aspire to 
pursue modelling career 
to hone their talent by 
hosting Face of Nagaland 
2018. 

Face of Nagaland will 
showcase both male and 
female categories with 
attractive cash prizes and 
gift hampers. Winners 
of the event will get a 
lifetime opportunity to 
represent Nagaland at 
bigger arenas, main-
tained a press note from 
the organisers.  

Ethinic Trendzanda is convinced that 
there is immense potential in fashionable 
younger generations of Nagaland and Face 
of Nagaland is the right platform that can 
accommodate those youngsters to bring 
out their best before the world. 

Interested participants may appear for 
the auditions to be held at Tourist Lodge in 
Dimapur on Sat. Aug. 4 from 10:30 am to 
12 noon and at Symphony Cafe in Kohima 

on Sat. Aug. 11 from 
9 am to 12 noon, in-
formed the organisers. 

Individuals be-
tween 18-25 years of 
age with a height of 5’6 
& above (male) and 5’4 
& above (female) are 
eligible to participate. 

Dress code for both 
genders will be white 
tee and denim. 

Interested candi-
dates may send in their 
particulars through 
faceofnagalandof-
ficial@gmail.com and 
are asked to submit 
two photographs (full 
length &, close-up) 
at the time of audi-

tion. For further queries one may contact 
9774661316/7005617143. 

Entry forms are available at World of 
Titan, Nyamo Lotha Road Dimapur and 
Fusion Store, (Hotel Acacia complex), 
Dimapur.

EMN

S
inger Ellie Gould-
ing says she owes 
her life to music 
because it saved 
her from dark 

depression.
“From a very young 

age, music 
was absolutely 
everything 
to me. It was 
the ultimate 
companion - 
the strongest 
remedy for 
any kind of 
pain or sad-
ness. Often 
it was the 
only way 
I’d be able 
to say what I wanted to 
say or describe how I was 
feeling... So to not have it in 
my life, I don’t even know if 
I’d be with you guys today,” 
Goulding told The Sun 
newspaper.

Goulding had earlier 
said her anxiety peaked 
when she shot into the 
limelight in 2010.

She said: “My life 
completely changed when 
my career started taking 
off in 2010. I was thrilled, 
of course - sharing my 
music with the world was 
a dream I’d been working 

toward for years -but it was 
a lot all at once. Suddenly, I 
was living alone in London 
and everything was hap-
pening so fast.

“I started having panic 
attacks, and the scariest 
part was it could be trig-

gered by 
anything. 
I used to 
cover my 
face with 
a pillow 
whenever I 
had to walk 
outside from 
the car to 
the studio. 
My new life 
as a pop star 
certainly was 

not as glamorous as all 
my friends from home 
thought.”

She says she was 
“secretly” struggling physi-
cally and emotionally.

“I think part of what 
sparked my panic attacks 
was not feeling confident 
enough to believe in my-
self - I was scared I was not 
as good of a singer as eve-
ryone thought I was. And 
as the stakes grew, I was 
afraid of letting everyone, 
including myself, down.” 

IANS

R.N.Grover  of Kamala Pasand Delhi 
the main sponsor of the event was the 
chief guest and Anup Das of Kamala 
Pasand Guwahati was the guest of 
honour along with  Queen of North East 
2nd Runner up 2018 Mrs. Sunita Bhagat. 
Femina Miss India Nagaland 2017 Kaheli 
Chophy was the special guest.  

The competition was judged by 
Dance India Dance Lil Masters season 1 
winner Jitu Moni. 

EMN

M
urti Films Pvt. Ltd. 
ABCD season 2 summer 
dance competition was 
held on July 29 at Town 
Hall in Dimapur where 

Hey Baby dance group was declared as 
the winner, Suraj as the first runner’s up 
and Jetu Pathar the second runner’s up. 

Out of 57 participants for the com-
petition, 27 participants were selected 
for the grand finale, informed a press 
note from the organisers. 

A
ctor Mark Wahl-
berg who had 
recently spoken 
about his feud 
with Leonardo 

DiCaprio, is open to work-
ing with ‘The Revenant’ 
star in an another film.

The 47-year-old actor 
and DiCaprio had disliked 
each other during the mak-

ing of “Basketball Diaries”.
In an interview with 

Extra, Wahlberg elabo-
rated on his spat, saying 
they became “fast friends” 
afterwards.

“It wasn’t a disagree-
ment. It was just, like, 
I think we both had a 
specific opinion about 
each other, certainly. I was 

E
xcel School of Music Summer Concert 
was held on July 28 under the theme 
“Your child performs” at TBC at Medz-
iphema. The idea behind the concert 
was to create a platform to encourage the 

students together with their parents and loved ones 
stated a press release. 

The program was chaired by Excel School of 

Music chairman Khriephreo Chatsu and invoca-
tion was pronounced by Pastor Keviuchülie Mezhü. 

At present the school imaprts music in piano, 
guitar, vocal, and violin in col-
laboration with Trinity College 
London which is recognised 
by the Govt. of Nagaland.

EMN

S
inger-songwriter Demi 
Lovato is too ill to 
discuss going to a reha-
bilitation centre.

Those close to Lo-
vato, however, believe that it is 
crucial for her to go to a rehabili-
tation centre to save her life after 
she became severely ill due to a 
drug overdose, reports TMZ.

The singer is suffering from 
extreme nausea and high fever 
among other things. The doctors 
are not even predicting when 
she might get out of the hospital.

TMZ said that multiple peo-
ple who have had contact with 
the “Here we go again” singer 
have claimed they have no idea 
how she will receive the mes-
sage that she desperately needs 
rehabilitation.

Lovato was rushed to a 
hospital after suffering a drug 
overdose. Paramedics had found 
the singer unconscious when 
they arrived at her home.

IANS

A
ctress Priyanka 
Chopra’s Holly-
wood kitty is on an 
expansion spree. 
She will play the 

love interest of Chris Pratt in 
“Cowboy Ninja Viking”.

The role in Universal’s 
big-budget tentpole was 
one of the more highly 
coveted, and Priyanka 
beat out a slew of talent 
after a chemistry test with 
Pratt went extremely well, 
reports variety.com.

Priyanka, who shot to 
fame in American show-
biz with “Quantico”, is 
coming off the series’ 
final season. She most 
recently appeared 
in “A Kid Like Jake”, 
opposite Jim Parsons 
and Claire Danes, 
and the Dwayne 

Johnson-starrer “Bay-
watch”.

She can next be seen in 
the comedy “Isn’t It Roman-
tic” with Rebel Wilson.

Priyanka was due to 
star in Indian period drama 
“Bharat” opposite Salman 

Khan, but opted out of it for 
“a very special reason” -- as per the 

film’s director Ali Abbas Zafar -- just 
last week. It fuelled speculations that 

she may have been engaged to singer-
songwriter Nick Jonas.

“Cowboy Ninja Viking, which is in pre-
production, is being directed by “Game of 
Thrones” fame Michelle MacLaren from 
a screenplay by Dan Mazeau, Ryan Engle, 
Craig Mazin, Paul Wernick and David 
Reese.

Based on the Image Comics graphic 
novel by A.J. Lieberman and illustrator 
Riley Rossmo, the story revolves around a 

counter-intelligence unit formed by psycho-
therapist Sebastian Ghislain, who transforms 
agents known as Triplets, a reference to 
multiple personalities.

Pratt is playing a formidable agent with 
the fighting skills and personalities of a cow-
boy, a ninja,and a viking.

The film, currently in pre-production, is 
slated for a June 28, 2019, release, according 
to The Hollywood Reporter.

IANS

Singer Mika Singh robbed 
of INR 300,000 cash, jewels

Birthday Greeting

We may not be perfect parents but we 
are lucky to have a perfect son. Happy 
birthday Kengdunbo Rentta!

~ Loving parents and sister

Bollywood playback singer Mika Singh has reported a theft of cash 
and jewellery worth Rs 300,000 from his house in the Oshiwara 
area of Andheri west here, police said on Tuesday. Singh’s manager 
lodged the complaint on his behalf alleging that Rs 100,000 in cash 
and jewellery worth Rs 200,000 was stolen from his flat on Monday 
afternoon. No arrests have been made so far, but the police said that 
an employee of the singer, who was seen leaving the building in the 
CCTV footage, is the prime suspect in the case.

just, ya know, as a rapper, 
I was just kinda out-there 
and loud and crazy and all 
this stuff, and it was a very 
serious movie and this very 
serious part, and so the 
director of the film, he had 
made all my music videos, 
he felt like I was more than 
capable to play the part,” 
he said.

“But no one had seen 
me act in a film, so I had 
to really kinda just go out 
there and prove myself. 
Once I finally got to the 
point where I was able to 
audition and read with 
him, then we just both 
kinda looked at each 
other, we were like, Wow!’ 
We were literally out that 
night and we became fast 
friends,” he added.

Wahlberg replied in 
the affirmative when asked 
whether he would act with 

DiCaprio in another film 
and said, “We’ve talked 
about it.” 

The actor had revealed 
during his address at the 
2018 LEAP Foundation 
Conference that DiCaprio 
was not keen on having 
Walhberg in the 1995 film, 
which led to a brief dispute 
between the two.

“He didn’t want me 
for the part, and I didn’t 
think he was right for the 
part,” Wahlberg had said. It 
was the second feature for 
Walhberg, who had played 
the role of Mickey, after he 
had switched from music 
to acting. After the film, 
Walhberg went on to star 
in features such as “Boogie 
Nights”, “Planet Of The 
Apes” and “The Departed”, 
where he once again acted 
alongside DiCaprio.

PTI
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Bacteria too can become extinct, says study

WhatsApp rolls out group calling for voice, video

Experimental drug to reverse hair loss, skin wounds developed

Smaller plates may not help you eat less

Gene linked to hair loss may 
improve cancer treatment

How carbon leak may have 
led to human civilisation

Common workout 
mistakes to be avoided

Robot hand learns real world 
moves in virtual training

Decoded: How ginger reduces bad breath

Humans outlived other species 
by adapting to ‘extreme’ climate
Berlin, July 31 (PTI): The 
unique ability of homosa-
piens to adapt to ‘extreme’ 
environments around the 
world - where other species 
such as the Neanderthals 
perished - may have helped 
us become the last surviving 
hominins on the planet, a 
study has found.

Scientists from Max 
Planck Institute for the Sci-
ence of Human History in 
Germany and the Univer-
sity of Michigan in the US 
reviewed datasets relat-
ing to the Middle and Late 
Pleistocene (300-12 thou-
sand years ago).

The study, published in 
the journal Nature Human 
Behaviour, shows unique 
environmental settings and 
adaptations for Homo sapi-
ens relative to previous and 
coexisting hominins such 
as Homo neanderthalensis 
and Homo erectus.

“Our species’ ability 
to occupy diverse and ‘ex-
treme’ settings around the 

world stands in stark con-
trast to the ecological ad-
aptations of other hominin 
taxa, and may explain how 
o u r  s p e c i e s 
became the 
last surviving 
hominin on 
the planet,” re-
searchers said.

Research-
e r s  s u g g e s t 
that investiga-
tions into what 
it means to be 
human should 
shift from at-
tempts to uncover the earli-
est material traces of ‘art’, 
‘language’, or technological 
‘complexity’ towards under-
standing what makes our 
species ecologically unique. 
In contrast to our ances-
tors and contemporary 
relatives, our species not 
only colonised a diversity of 
challenging environments, 
including deserts, tropical 
rainforests, high altitude 
settings, and the palaeoarc-

tic, but also specialised in its 
adaptation to some of these 
extremes.

Although all hominins 

that make up the genus 
Homo are often termed ‘hu-
man’ in academic and pub-
lic circles, this evolutionary 
group, which emerged in 
Africa around three million 
years ago, is highly diverse.

So m e  m e m b e r s  o f 
the genus Homo (namely 
Homo erectus) had made 
it to Spain, Georgia, China, 
and Indonesia by one mil-
lion years ago.

Yet, existing informa-

tion from fossil animals, 
ancient plants, and chemi-
cal methods all suggest that 
these groups followed and 

exploited environ-
mental mosaics of 
forest and grass-
land.

It has been ar-
gued that Homo 
erectus and the 
‘Hobbit’, or Homo 
floresiensis, used 
humid, resource-
scarce tropical 
rainforest habitats 
in Southeast Asia 

from one million years ago 
to 100,000 and 50,000 years 
ago, respectively.

However, the research-
ers found no reliable evi-
dence for this.

It has also been argued 
that our closest hominin 
relatives, Homo Neander-
thalensis - or the Nean-
derthals - were specialised 
to the occupation of high 
latitude Eurasia between 
250,000 and 40,000 years 

ago.
The base for this in-

cludes a face shape poten-
tially adapted to cold tem-
peratures and a hunting 
focus on large animals such 
as woolly mammoths.

Nevertheless, a review 
of the evidence led the re-
searchers to conclude that 
Neanderthals primarily ex-
ploited a diversity of for-
est and grassland habitats, 
and hunted a diversity of 
animas, from temperature 
northern Eurasia to the 
Mediterranean.

In contrast to these oth-
er members of the genus 
Homo, our species - Homo 
sapiens - had expanded 
to higher-elevation niches 
than its hominin predeces-
sors and contemporaries by 
80-50,000 years ago, and by 
at least 45,000 years ago was 
rapidly colonising a range 
of palaeoarctic settings and 
tropical rainforest condi-
tions across Asia, Melane-
sia, and the Americas.

Toronto, July 31 (IANS): 
Bacteria do become extinct 
at substantial rates, finds a 
new study, contradicting 
widely held scientific think-
ing that the microbes rarely 
die because of their very 
large population.

For the study, published 
in Nature Ecology and Evo-
lution, the team used mas-
sive DNA sequencing and 
big data analysis to create 
the first evolutionary tree 
encompassing a large frac-
tion of Earth’s bacteria over 
the past billion years.

“Bacteria rarely fossil-
ise, so we know very little 
about how the microbial 
landscape has evolved over 
time,” said lead author 
Stilianos Louca, from Uni-
versity of British Columbia 
(UBC) in Canada.

“Sequencing and math 
helped us fill in the bacte-
rial family tree, map how 
they have diversified over 
time, and uncover their ex-

tinctions,” she added.
Despite the frequent, 

steady extinction of individ-
ual species, the study shows 
that overall bacteria have 
been diversifying exponen-
tially without interruption. 

The team estimated 1.4-
1.9 million bacterial lin-
eages exist on Earth today. 
However, 45,000 to 95,000 
extinctions occurred in the 
last million years.

“While modern bacte-

rial diversity is undoubtedly 
high, it’s only a tiny snap-
shot of the diversity that 
evolution has generated 
over Earth’s history,”Louca 
said.

The researchers sus-
pected that competition 
between bacterial species 
drive the high rate of mi-
crobial extinctions, leaving 
them less prone to sudden 
mass, multi-species extinc-
tions.

New York, July 31 (IANS): If 
you think that serving food 
on a smaller plate can trick 
your brain into eating less, 
think twice.

According to a study, 
when people are food de-
prived, they are more likely 
to consider a portion size 
accurately, irrespective of 
how it’s served.

The new study debunks 
the popular diet trick based 
on the Delbouef illusion 
that predicts people will 
identify sizes differently 
when they are placed within 
a larger or smaller object. 

“Plate size doesn’t mat-
ter as much as we think it 
does,” said Tzvi Ganel, from 
the Ben-Gurion University 
(BGU) in Beersheba, Israel.

“Even if you’re hungry 
and haven’t eaten, or are 

trying to cut back on por-
tions, a serving looks similar 
whether it fills a smaller 
plate or is surrounded by 
empty space on a larger 
one,” Ganel added, in the 
paper published in the jour-
nal Appetite. 

In the study to exam-
ine the way food depriva-
tion affects perception of 
food in different contexts, 
the researchers found that 
people who had not eaten 
for at least three hours were 
more likely to identify the 
proportions of pizza placed 
on larger and smaller trays 
correctly than people who 
had eaten recently.

However,  this only 
worked when it applied 
to food. Both groups were 
similarly inaccurate when 
asked to compare the size 

of black circles and hub-
caps placed within different 
sized circles. 

This indicates that hun-
ger stimulates stronger ana-
lytic processing that is not 
as easily fooled by the illu-
sion, the researchers said.

“Over the last decade, 
restaurants and other food 
businesses have been us-
ing progressively smaller 
dishes to conform to the 
perceptual bias that it will 
reduce food consumption,” 
Ganel said. 

“This study debunks 
that notion. When people 
are hungry, especially when 
dieting, they are less likely 
to be fooled by the plate 
size, more likely to realise 
they are eating less and 
more prone to overeating 
later.”

New York, July 31 (IANS): Scientists have 
found that a gene associated with autoim-
mune hair loss disorder may also help im-
prove cancer immunotherapy -- treatment 
that uses body’s own immune system to 
fight cancer.

The findings showed that a gene named 
IKZF1 recruits T cells in alopecia areata -- a 
condition in which immune cells attack and 
destroy hair cells -- that gets switched off 
during several types of cancer. 

Switching off IKZF1 protects the tumour 
cells from the immune system. But activat-
ing this gene may expose the cancer cells to 
the immune system and help the immune 
cells to attack the invading cancer cells. 

“We showed that a gene that recruits T 
cells in alopecia areata is turned off in vari-
ous types of cancer, protecting them from 
the immune system. But if we turn that 
gene back on, we can make those cancers 
vulnerable to the immune response,” said 

Angela M. Christiano from Columbia Uni-
versity in New York City, US.

For the study, published in the journal 
Cell Systems, the team examined mouse 
models with melanoma cancer, in which 
the tumours were genetically modified to 
express IKZF1.

The results showed that the gene helped 
the immune system infiltrate the tumours 
causing them to lose at least some ability to 
escape the immune system.

While prostate cancer could also be 
made more responsive to immunotherapy, 
colorectal and kidney tumours would not 
respond to immunotherapy if IKZF1 ex-
pression was increased, because the gene 
was found to be inactive in these tumours, 
the researchers found.

Further, analysis of data from previous 
study of melanoma patients with disabled 
IKZF1 gene showed higher recurrence rates 
and worse survival.

July 30  (Reuters): Researchers backed by 
Tesla Inc founder Elon Musk and Silicon 
Valley financier Sam Altman have found 
a novel way to use software to teach a 
human-like robotic hand new tasks, a dis-
covery that could eventually make it more 
economical to train robots to do things that 
are easy for humans.

Researchers at OpenAI, a nonprofit ar-
tificial intelligence research group founded 
in 2015, said on Monday they had taught 
a robotic hand to rotate a lettered, multi-
colored block until a desired side of the 
block faces upward.

The task is simple. But the advance was 
in how the hand gained the skill: All the 
learning happened in a software simulation 
and was then transferred to the physical 
world with relative ease.

That solves a challenge for robotic 
hands, which look like the fist of a robot 
from the 1980s “Terminator” science fiction 
film. The hands have been commercially 
available for years but are difficult for en-
gineers to program. Engineers can write 
specific computer code for each new task, 
which requires a pricey new program each 
time. Or robots can be equipped with soft-
ware that lets them “learn” through physical 
training.

Physical training takes months or years 
and has problems of its own - for example, 
if a robot hand drops a workpiece, a human 
needs to pick it up and put it back. That is 
expensive as well. Researchers have sought 
to chop up those years of physical training 
and distribute them to multiple computers 
for a software simulation that can do the 

New York, July 31 (IANS): Scientists 
including one of Indian-origin have 
developed an experimental drug 
that could successfully reverse hair 
loss, hair whitening and skin in-
flammation -- all previously linked 
to diets heavy in fat and cholesterol 
-- in mice.

Treatment with D-threo-1-phe-
nyl-2-decanoylamino-3-morpho-
lino-1-propanol (D-PDMP) halts 
the production of certain fats called 
glycosphingolipids, or GSLs.

GSLs are major components of 
skin and other cell membranes and 
could reverse hair discolouration, 

extensive hair loss and inflamma-
tion of skin exhibited by multiple 
wounds which result due to high 
fat diets, the researchers explained.

“Our findings show promise 
for someday using the drug we 
developed for skin diseases such 
as psoriasis, and wounds resulting 
from diabetes or plastic surgery,” 
said Subroto Chatterjee from the 
Johns Hopkins University in Mary-
land, US.

In the study, published in the 
journal Scientific Reports, the team 
fed Western diet high in fat and 
cholesterol, and standard chow to 

two groups of mice who had ath-
erosclerosis -- a disease in which 
arteries are clogged by fat deposits.

The analysis said that mice 
who had Western diet had lost hair, 
formed skin lesions and suffered 
from hair whitening as compared to 
those who ate standard chow. 

These results became more se-
vere when the mice continued eat-
ing a Western diet for 36 weeks, with 
75 per cent of the mice having skin, 
hair loss and multiple skin lesions.

But, mice who also received 
1 mg and 10 mg of D-PDMP in a 
capsule per kilogram of body weight 

started regaining hair and hair co-
lour, and their skin inflammation 
reduced.

The drug also significantly re-
duced the number of neutrophils, 
implying reduced skin inflamma-
tion and wounding.

However, the researchers cau-
tioned that the results in mice do 
not mean that the same effects 
would occur in people.

But the findings do shed light 
on possible pathways for address-
ing hair loss and skin wounds in 
humans with oral or topical medi-
cations, they noted.

New Delhi, July 31 (IANS): Facebook-
owned WhatsApp on Tuesday rolled out its 
group calling feature -- for both voice 
and video options -- on iOS and 
Android devices for its 1.5 bil-
lion users.

The group calling feature 
supports up to four people 
simultaneously.

“You can make a group 
call with up to four peo-
ple total -- anytime and 
a n y w h e re.  Ju s t  s t a r t  a 
one-on-one voice or vid- e o 
call and tap the new “add participant” 
button in the top right corner to add more 
contacts to the call,” WhatsApp said in a 

statement.
WhatsApp users currently spend over 

two billion minutes on calls per day.
“Group calls are always end-

to-end encrypted, and we’ve 
designed calling to work reli-
ably around the world in dif-
ferent network conditions,” 
WhatsApp added.

At Facebook’s F8 de-
veloper conference in May, 

WhatsApp had announced to 
bring group calling support on its 

platform.
The instant messaging service unveiled 

video chatting in 2016 and voice calling in 
2014.

London, July 31 (IANS): 
Ever thought how ginger 
helps reduce bad breath? A 
pungent compound pres-
ent in the spice may be an 
answer to it, a new study 
suggests.

The study found that 
the pungent compound 
-- 6-gingerol -- stimulates 
enzymes contained in sa-
liva that breaks down foul 
smelling substances in 
the mouth ensuring fresh 
breath and better aftertaste.

The pungent principle 
of ginger makes the level of 
the enzyme sulfhydryl oxi-
dase 1 in saliva increase 16-
fold within a few seconds, 
the researcher said. 

The saliva and breath 

analyses carried out on hu-
man volunteers showed 
that the enzyme breaks 
down malodorous sulpher-
containing compounds. 

“As a result, our breath 
also smells better,” said lead 
author Thomas Hofmann 
from the Technical Univer-
sity of Munich in Germany.

The researchers men-
tioned that many food 
components contribute 
directly to the characteristic 
taste of food and beverages 
by means of contributing 
their own particular taste, 
scent or spiciness.

To find out more about 
food components, the re-
search team investigated 
the effects of food com-

ponents on the molecules 
dissolved in saliva.

The study, published in 
the Journal of Agricultural 
and Food Chemistry, also 
suggested that citric acid 
increases the sodium ion 
content of saliva, making 
salty foods taste less salty.

Citric acid influences 

our perception of taste 
through a completely dif-
ferent mechanism, the re-
searchers said.

As everyone knows 
from personal experience, 
sour foods such as lemon 
juice stimulate salivation. 
The amount of minerals 
dissolved in saliva also in-

New Delhi, July 30 (IANS): 
If done correctly, exercises 
can improve your phy-
sique, body movement, 
joint strength and much 
more. But people tend to 
make minor mistakes in 
their body posture while 
working out which can even 
cause harm to health, say 
experts. Aashish Chaudhry, 
Managing Director and Or-
thopaedic Surgeon, Aakash 
Healthcare Super Speciality 
Hospital has pointed out 
some of the mistakes:
* Letting your knees cave in: 
This can cause knee injury 
due to stress on knees usu-
ally when doing weight lift 
exercises like squats. The 
knees must bend outwards 
to avoid stress. Also clench 
the side muscles of your 
hips to keep the knees from 
buckling under the weight.
*Raising elbows too high 
on the bench press: Do-
ing so puts stress on your 
shoulders and causes in-
jury. It also makes the exer-
cise harder as the bar has to 
travel longer distance. It’s 
better to keep the elbows 
close to the chest to reduce 
some stress from shoulders 
and improve chest and tri-
ceps.
* Taking small steps when 
lunging: This puts the knee 
ahead of the front foot plac-
ing pressure on the knee. 
You should instead take 
wider steps and push your 
heel into the ground to 
ensure your knee doesn’t 

move ahead of your heel.
* Jogging on your heels: This 
tires you out easily. It also 
shakes your ankles, knees 
and hips which over time 
could develop into shin 
splinters, knee pain and 
other leg injuries. It’s better 
to run on the balls of your 
feet to absorb the shock.
* Bad neck positions: Peo-
ple tend to look down or 
straight ahead when doing 
squats, push ups or dead-
lifts. This strains the cervi-
cal spine. It’s better to pack 
the neck, point chin down, 
make a double chin and 
keep it that way while you 
do your squats.
Archana, trainer, Anytime 
Fitness, has a few sugges-
tions:
* Always take light breakfast 
half an hour before exercis-
ing as empty stomach may 
make you feel dizzy and 
lethargic.
* Stretching and warm-up 
is must before exercise to 
avoid any injury. 
* During exercise, heavy lift-
ing is advisable with train-
er’s instructions only. 
* Exercising has to be in 
limit and as per capacity. 
* After exercise, warm-up 
and stretching is advisable.
* Take shower to avoid 
spreading of infection/or 
to avoid smelly body after 
workout. 
* Keep yourself hydrated 
to maintain water level in 
your body before and after 
workout.

New York, July 31 (IANS): 
An increase in the activity of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) in the 
Southern Ocean could ex-
plain the mysterious growth 
of human civilisation 11,000 
years ago, says a study.

The researchers found 
that an increase in the 
Southern Ocean’s upwell-
ing could be responsible 
for stabilising the climate of 
the Holocene -- the period 
reaching more than 10,000 
years before the Industrial 
Revolution -- critical to the 
development of human 
civilisation. 

The Holocene was an 
“interglacial period,” one of 
the rare intervals of warm 
climate that have occurred 
over the ice age cycles of 
the last million years. 

T h e  re t re a t  o f  t h e 
glaciers opened a more 
expansive landscape for 

humans, and the higher 
concentrations of CO2 in 
the atmosphere made for 
more productive agricul-
ture, which allowed people 
to reduce their hunter-
gathering activities and 
build permanent settle-
ments, the researchers ex-
plained.

“Increased circulation 
in the Southern Ocean 
allowed CO2 to leak into 
the atmosphere, working 
to warm the planet,” said 
Daniel Sigman, Professor at 
Princeton University.

For the study, published 
in the journal Nature Geo-
science, the team investi-
gated three types of fossils 
from several different areas 
of the Southern Ocean: 
diatoms and foraminifers, 
both shelled microorgan-
isms found in the oceans, 
and deep-sea corals.

The fossil-bound ni-
trogen isotope measure-
ments indicate that during 
the Holocene, increasing 
amounts of water, rich in 
nutrients and CO2, welled 
up from the deep ocean to 
the surface of the Southern 
Ocean. 

The absorption of car-
bon by the ocean is slow-
ing the rise in atmospheric 
CO2 produced by fossil fuel 
burning, and the upwelling 
of the Southern Ocean is 
still allowing some of that 
CO2 to vent back into the 
atmosphere.

The findings about 
ocean changes could also 
have implications for pre-
dicting how global warm-
ing will affect ocean cir-
culation and how much 
atmospheric CO2 will rise 
due to fossil fuel burning, 
the researchers said.

creases in proportion to 
the amount of saliva, they 
added. The sodium ion 
level in saliva rises rapidly 
by approximately a factor 
of eleven after stimulation 
with citric acid. This effect 
makes us less sensitive to 
table salt, the researcher 
said.

“Table salt is nothing 
other than sodium chlo-
ride, and sodium ions play 
a key role in the taste of 
salt,” Hofmann said.

“If saliva already con-
tains higher concentrations 
of sodium ions, samples 
tasted must have a signifi-
cantly higher salt content 
in order to taste compara-
tively salty,” he added.

training in hours or days, without human 
help.

Ken Goldberg, a University of California 
Berkeley robotics professor who was not in-
volved in the OpenAI research but reviewed 
it, called the OpenAI work released Monday 
“an important result” in getting closer to 
that goal.

“That’s the beauty of having lots of com-
puters crunching on this,” Goldberg said. 
“You don’t need any robots. You just have 
lots of simulation.”

A key advance in the OpenAI research 
was transferring the robot hand’s software 
learning to the real world, overcoming what 
OpenAI researchers call the “reality gap” 
between the simulation and physical tasks. 
Researchers injected random noise into 
the software simulation, making the robot 
hand’s virtual world messy enough that it 
was not befuddled by the unexpected in 
the real world.

“Now we’re looking for more compli-
cated tasks to conquer,” said Lilian Weng, 
a member of the technical staff at OpenAI 
who worked on the research.
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England captain Joe Root, left, and India captain Virat Kohli hold the Test match trophy during a media 
event at Edgbaston, Birmingham in England on Tuesday July 31.
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Saina Nehwal of India plays a shot against Aliye Demirbag of Turkey 
during their women's badminton singles match at the BWF World 
Championships in Nanjing, China on Tuesday, July 31.

AP/PTI

Shurhosul Zhotso, second from right, scoring the fourth goal against Ziekezou SC at the Kohima local 
ground on Tuesday.

EM Images

Cristiano Ronaldo

India eye perfect start to English 
summer in home team's 1000th Test

Buying Ronaldo not smart move 
by Juventus — Napoli president

KFL: Shurhosul's hat-trick put Sechu Zubza on topManchester United hopeful of making 
one more signing, says Mourinho

New Zealand refuse to tour 
Pakistan citing security reasons

Saina, Srikanth advance at Badminton World Championships

Birmingham, July 31 (PTI): 
India would be driven by 
the desire to shed the poor 
travellers' tag, while Eng-
land would be desperate 
to arrest the recent slide at 
home when the two teams 
clash in a five-match Test 
series, starting here tomor-
row.

The English side will be 
celebrating its 1000th Test at 
Edgbaston, and it will be up 
to world No.1 India to spoil 
the home party. 

India last won a Test 
series in England in 2007 
under Rahul Dravid, and it 
will be no easy task ahead 
of the Virat Kohli-led side to 
duplicate that feat.

Under Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni, India failed in 2011 
and 2014, losing by heavy 
4-0 and 3-1 margins, respec-
tively. In fact, India have 
only won six out of the 57 
matches on English soil.

England's Test form 
coming into this series is 
also a cause of concern. 
Since September 2017, Eng-
land have only won one 
out of nine Tests against 
Australia, New Zealand and 
Pakistan.

They have been beaten 
twice in their last five home 
Tests by West Indies and 
Pakistan, with both sides' 
pace attack exploiting the 
weaknesses in a batting 
line-up heavily dependent 
on Root, Jonny Bairstow and 
seasoned opener Alastair 
Cook.

The visitors, meanwhile, 
will be buoyed by the fact 
that three out of their six 
wins here have come since 
2002. India's assistant coach 
Sanjay Bangar was part of 

the Test squad as Sourav 
Ganguly's team won at 
Leeds.

Wicket keeper Dinesh 
Karthik was part of the 2007 
series-winning squad. Skip-
per Virat Kohli and Ishant 
Sharma toured here in 2011 
and 2014 and seven other 
players in the current side 
have also featured during 
that last trip.

But India's record at 
Edgbaston is exceptionally 
poor with five losses in six 
Tests here stretching back 
to 1967. 

The visitors must pick 
an optimal playing eleven 
and avoid the mistakes 
made on their previous 
overseas trip to South Af-
rica. There, the team man-

agement had backed an 
in-form Rohit Sharma over 
Ajinkya Rahane.

This time around, an in-
form KL Rahul is bidding for 
a spot. Both Kohli and coach 
Ravi Shastri have main-
tained that as third-choice 
opener, Rahul must wait for 
his chance. But the fit-again 
batsman's fine form might 
just compel them.

Rahul scored a fluent 58 
in the first innings against 
Essex followed by a second 
innings 36 not out off 64 
balls.

In contrast, Shikhar 
Dhawan faced a total of 
four balls in two innings 
and scored a pair. Four years 
ago, the left-hander was un-
able to come to terms with 

the moving Duke ball and 
scored 122 runs in three 
Tests before being dropped.

Cheteshwar Pujara's 
form is a worry too.

He is yet to get a half-
century in this first-class 
summer and managed only 
172 runs in six matches 
at 14.33 for Yorkshire. He 
scored a mere 35 against 
Afghanistan in Bengaluru 
and in the practice game at 
Chelmsford, he managed 1 
and 23.

In 2014 too, Pujara had 
endured a poor series scor-
ing 222 runs in five matches 
at 22.20. It didn't grab much 
attention because of Kohli's 
own struggles (134 runs in 
10 innings in 2014) as well.

For India to win the se-

Auckland, July 31 (IANS): 
Citing security concerns, 
New Zealand Cricket (NZC) 
on Tuesday turned down a 
request from the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) to tour 
the South Asian country for 
a T20I series.

According to an ES-
PNCricinfo report, the 
Black Caps are scheduled 
to travel to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to play 
Pakistan for a full tour 
that is likely to comprise 
three Tests, three One-
Day Internationals (ODI) 
and as many Twenty20 In-
ternationals (T20I) in Octo-
ber-November.

The fixtures are not 
announced yet. The PCB 
hoped to host the T20I leg 
of the tour.

"At the end of the day it 
came down to following the 
advisory and the security 
reports we had obtained," 
NZC chairman 
Greg 

Bar-
c l a y 

told New-
shub. 

"There's 

n o 
doubt they (Pakistan Cricket 
Board) are disappointed. I 
think they saw a tour by a 
country like New Zealand 
as being a great precedent 

for them to start to build an 
international programme 
back in Pakistan. So they're 
disappointed but they're 
good guys, we get on really 
well with Pakistan, and I 

think they're fully accepting 
of the decision that we've 
reached."

Since the 2009 terror at-
tack on the Sri Lanka team 
bus, Pakistan have made 
UAE their home. 

In May 2015, Zimba-
bwe became the first team 
since the ghastly incident 
to go to Pakistan for a short 
limited-overs series, which 
was marred by a blast near 
the Gaddafi Stadium.

Recently, a depleted 
West Indies squad toured 
Pakistan for three T20Is in 
as many days.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 31 (EMN): 
Shurhosul Zhotso scored a 
hat-trick as league leaders 
Sechu Zubza outclassed 
second place Ziekezou SC 
4-2 in their league match 
to stay on top of the ongo-
ing 2nd Kohima Football 
League on Tuesday.

Debutant team Sechu 
Zubza is the only team in 
the league to remain un-
beaten in five matches with 
three wins and two draws in 
their league matches.

The win will keep Sechu 
Zubza on top of the table 
with 11 points and Ziekezou 
SC temporarily in second 
place with 7 points.

Playing at the Kohima 
local ground in the first 
match, rain halted the 
match for more than half 
an hour. But it was the four 
goals after the rain that 
made the difference in de-
ciding the match.

In the match, it was the 
2nd place team Ziekezou 
SC who opened the account 
through Punuru Nienu in 
the 20th minute from a free 
kick.

But within a minute, 
Sechu Zubza got back the 
equalising goal through 
Shurhosul as Petevizo 
Kezieo passes a through ball 

ries this time around both 
batsmen will have to turn a 
corner in form and applica-
tion. While the team man-
agement is singing praises 
for Pujara, it is believed that 
Rahul could bat at number 
three, if the Dhawan-Vijay 
opening combination is 
retained.

In bowling, with R Ash-
win and Ishant Sharma also 
having county experience, 
the general feeling is that 
this Indian squad is better 
prepared to face the English 
challenge this time around.

India's other selection 
conundrum pertains to 
Ashwin and the number 
of spinners will define the 
visitors' bowling strategy in 
this first Test. The heat wave 
seems to be over and there 
is a chill in the Birmingham 
air.

The city has received 
heavy rainfall from Saturday 
through Tuesday, and the 
outfield was quite wet on 
Monday.

But the ground should 
be dry enough at toss time 
tomorrow. However, the 
pitch isn't a dry one and 
there is an underlying hint 
of moisture beneath the 
surface.

The ground staff heav-
ily watered the outfield and 
rain has further allowed 
moisture to be retained. On 
Monday, the ground staff 
were seen using a pitch 
comb to brush up the fine 
green grass.

It should mean that 
Kohli will pick only one 
spinner and in terms of 
seniority and experience, 
Ashwin is expected to make 
the cut ahead of Kuldeep 

Yadav, with Ravindra Jadeja 
relegated to a third choice.

Yesterday, the two were 
seen practising on an ad-
jacent wicket to the match 
strip. Three pacers, Hardik 
Pandya and Ashwin should 
also allow for a deeper bat-
ting line-up. 

England continue to 
prepare for the eventu-
ality of Kuldeep playing 
in the first Test. Unlike in 
the ODIs, their current top 
order -- barring Joe Root 
-- hasn't faced the left-arm 
spinner and they are wary 
of the surprise factor.

It remains to be seen 
if Adil Rashid, whose se-
lection has sparked mas-
sive debate, will make the 
cut ahead of Moeen Ali, 
who picked up 19 wick-
ets against India in 2014. 
Essex pacer Jamie Porter 
could be in line for a debut 
if England decide to field an 
all-pace attack.
Teams: 
India: Virat Kohli (c), Shi-
khar Dhawan, Murali Vi-
jay, KL Rahul, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Di n e s h  Ka r t h i k  ( w k ) , 
Rishabh Pant, Karun Nair, 
Hardik Pandya, R Ashwin, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Ishant Sharma, 
Umesh Yadav, Shardul 
Thakur, Mohammed Sha-
mi, Jasprit Bumrah.
England: Joe Root (c), 
Alastair Cook, Keaton Jen-
nings, Jonny Bairstow, Jos 
Buttler, Ben Stokes, Da-
wid Malan, Moeen Ali, Adil 
Rashid, Jamie Porter, Sam 
Curran, James Anderson, 
Stuart Broad.
Match starts at: 3.30 pm 
IST.

Turin, July 31 (IANS): Sign-
ing veteran Portuguese for-
ward Cristiano Ronaldo is 
a risk that Juventus took, 
Napoli President Aurelio 
De Laurentiis said, adding 
he would not be doing the 
same.

The 33-year-old Portu-
gal captain left Real Madrid 
to join Juventus this sum-
mer for an Italian record 
transfer fee of 112 million 
euros ($131.4 million). 

The five-time World 
Player of the Year has 
signed a four-year contract 
with the record Italian foot-
ball champions and will 
reportedly earn a net salary 
of 31 million euros ($36.38 
million) per season.

"Spending so much 
money for a player at the 
end of his career is danger-
ous," De Laurentiis was 
quoted as saying by Media-
set's Canale 5 on Monday.

"Let's not forget, (Ron-
aldo) has a certain age and 
in terms of the club's bal-
ance sheet, they have taken 
a gamble," he added.

To date, Ronaldo has 
won in total five league 

titles, five domestic cups, 
five Champions Leagues, 
four Club World Cups, two 
European Super Cups, two 
domestic Supercups, in ad-
dition to winning the Balon 
d'Or five times.

Napoli were first offered 
the chance to sign Portugal 
star Ronaldo but De Lau-
rentiis said the accounting 
did not make sense for his 
club.

"Let's see if in the end, 
the commercial success of 
the group will be greater 
than their sporting suc-
cess," he said.

In the 2017-18 Serie A 
season, Napoli came clos-
est to topple Juventus but 
the Turin powerhouse 
managed to win the league 
title for the record seventh 
consecutive time.

And Ronaldo's move 
is expected to be a major 
boost for Juventus, who 
have dominated the Ital-
ian league in recent years. 
They have also reached the 
Champions League final 
twice in the last four years, 
finishing runners-up on 
both occasions.

inside the box for Shurhosul 
Zhotso to head home the 
equaliser.

Zubza team could have 
taken the lead again as 
Shurhosul fetched the ball 
for Petevizo to score but his 
shot was inches away in the 
37th minute.  Vilhoubeituo 
Yhome of Ziekezou SC was 
culpable as he missed two 
chances in the first half. 
The first half ended in a 1-1 
draw.

After seven minutes 
into the second half, the 
match was suspended due 
to the inclement weather. 

The match resumed after 
44 minutes of delay, but it 
didn’t take time for Zubza 
team to settle as they took 
the lead, with Kekhrieletuo 
Tsira scoring the second 
goal in the 56th minute 
from a spot kick conversion 
after the referee handed a 
penalty for a foul inside the 
area.

Zeikezuo captain Neik-
ethozo got his chance to 
equalise in the 78th minute 
when his teammate passed 
a through ball into his path 
but the ball was shot wide 
off the target.

Shurhosul Zhotso went 
on to score his second goal 
in the 81st minute to give 
the advantage for Zubza 
team. 

Ziekezou got a goal back 
through Keneinguze Pi-
enyu; he scored from a re-
bound after the ball hit the 
bar in the 84th minute to 
make it 2-3.

Ziekezou looking for an 
equaliser was dented with 
a defensive blunder and 
soggy ground as Shurhosul 
seized the opportunity to 
score his hat-trick in the 
93rd minute. Khriekethozo 

Nanjing (China), July 31 
(IANS): Indian stars Saina 
Nehwal and Kidambi Sri-
kanth won their respective 
matches at the Badminton 
World Championships here 
on Tuesday.

Saina defeated Aliye 
Demirbag of Turkey in 
straight games to enter the 
third round of the women's 
singles category.

Saina fought off a brave 
effort from her Turkish op-
ponent to cruise to a 21-
17, 21-18 victory in just 39 
minutes.

The opening game saw 
a tough battle in the early 
stages before Saina pro-
duced a four-point burst to 
lead 14-10. She held on to 
the advantage till the end to 
win the game.

Saina showcased her 

London, July 31 (Reuters): Manchester 
United manager Jose Mourinho says he is 
confident that the club will sign at least one 
more player before the Premier League’s 
transfer window closes on Aug. 9.

The Portuguese boss expressed his 
hopes of signing two new recruits after 
United’s 4-1 defeat by Liverpool in the 
pre-season International Champions Cup 
last weekend in the United States but 
now says one addition seems more 
probable.

“I am confident I will get one, 
but I think two I am not going 
to get which is not a drama,” 
Mourinho told beIN SPORTS. “In 
every pre-season it happens the 
same with every club which is the 
manager wants more.

“It’s our nature, you 
always want more for 
your team but then 
club decisions are 
different and nor-
mally you don’t 
get what you want 
which happened 
during all my ca-
reer.

“So if I get one 
player until the end 
of the market, that’s 
fine.”

United have struggled 
to impress in pre-season 
with a patchy squad that 

has been depleted through injuries and key 
players resting after the World Cup in Rus-
sia. Their sole pre-season win came against 
AC Milan last week.

The club’s inconsistent performances 
has led Mourinho to express his frustration 
on multiple occasions throughout the U.S. 
tour, including criticising individual players 
and United’s lack of transfer activity.

Goalkeeper Lee Grant, however, has 
dismissed the notion that Mourinho 

is unhappy with the squad.
“From what we’re getting from 

the inside it (the atmosphere around 
the camp) has been nothing but 
positive,” Grant told Sky Sports. 

“The messages we are getting from 
the manager are positive ones and 

that is important for us going 
forward.

“His attitude and de-
meanour around the 
place is great and that is 
helpful for us especially 
when we are under-
manned and we are 
working our hardest.”

United play Cham-
pions League holders 
Real Madrid and Ger-
man champions Bayern 
Munich in their next 

two friendlies before host-
ing Leicester City in the 
opening league fixture on 
Aug. 10.

Keretsu of Ziekezou FC was 
sent off in the 94th minute 
for unsporting behavior as 
the match ended in favour 
of Sechu Zubza team 4-2.
New Market come from 
behind to beat Vanguard 
FC 2-1
New Market FC made a late 
comeback in the second 
half 2-1 against Vanguard 
FC to get their three points 
in the match. With that, 
New Market moved to the 
fourth place with six points 
and Vanguard below New 
Market in fifth place with 
five points of the league 
table.

Vanguard FC opened 
the account from goal-
keeping error for Yhun-
shalo Kemp to snatch the 
ball and shoot the ball into 
the empty net.

But in the second half, 
it was all New Market as 
they came back stronger 
to score two goals in the 
last quarter of the match.  
Kethozhapu Meru scored 
the equaliser in the 71st 
minute and Neiphivilie 
Seyie scored the winning 
goal in the 90th minute to 
help New Market win the 
match.

Wednesday's match
Khriekesa FC vs United 16 

FC at 2 pm

class in the second game, 
scoring at ease as she 
romped to a win.

The Hyderabad-based 
Indian is expected to face 
a tougher challenge in the 
next round where she will 

meet an experienced oppo-
nent in fourth seed Ratcha-
nok Intanon of Indonesia.

Ratchanok staged a 
strong comeback to win a 
tough encounter against the 
impressive Mia Blichfeldt of 

Denmark.
The nail-biting see-saw 

battle, which lasted an hour 
and 16 minutes, saw Ratch-
anok carve out a 16-21, 22-
20, 21-10 victory.

In the men's singles cat-
egory, Srikanth took 37 min-
utes to defeat Nhat Nguyen 
of Ireland in straight games. 

The Indian, who ad-
vanced to the second 
round, did not have to sweat 
too much on his way to a 
21-15, 21-16 victory over his 
unseeded opponent.

Srikanth forced the early 
advantage, taking four con-
secutive points to open up 
a 7-2 lead before increasing 
the gap to 11-5. Nguyen 
staged a strong fight back 
with two four-point streaks 
of his own to level the scores 
at 13-13.

He subsequently took 
a slender lead at 15-14, but 
the Indian came up with 
an impressive run of seven 
back to back points to take 
the opening game.

The second game saw a 
neck and neck battle till the 
halfway stage when the two 
players went into the break 
with Srikanth in possession 
of a 11-9 lead.

The Indian came out 
all guns blazing after the 
resumption, taking six con-
secutive points to open up 
a comfortable 17-10 ad-
vantage. Although Nguyen 
closed the gap to within two 
points, Srikanth produced 
another late burst to wrap 
up the match.

Srikanth will be up 
against Pablo Abian of Spain 
in the next round.
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