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Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 29 (EMN): 
Authorities have informed 
that debris from the land-
slide that occurred above 
the National Highway-2 at 
Phesama in Kohima dis-
trict on Saturday was con-
tinuously being cleared to 
enable vehicular passage. 
The highway connects Na-
galand with neighbouring 
Manipur.

Heavy vehicles that were 
stranded on either side of 
the landslide the previous 
evening were allowed to 
ply with caution, by Sunday 
afternoon, it was informed.

Members of the district 
administration, the police, 
Kohima district disaster 
management authority, and 
Phesama villagers are said 
to be monitoring the area 
for immediate clearance of 
any more debris that might 
fall onto the highway.

Girl still missing 
at Dzüchrü river; 
mother rescued 
Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): A woman 
was rescued from a cliff by a team from 
the State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF) after she and her daughter 
were swept away by the Dzüchrü 
River, Phesama in Kohima district. 

A press release from the Nagaland 
State Disaster Management Authority 
on Sunday informed that the duo had 
slipped into the river while collecting 
‘pig fodder’. The incident occurred 
around 2.30 pm.

A rescue team consisting SDRF, 
the Kohima District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority and the local commu-
nity members combed the area. The 
woman was sent to Bethel Hospital 
with multiple injuries, it informed.

“Inclement weather hampered 
the rescue operation tonight but 
will resume early tomorrow for the 
daughter.”

Mentally-challenged girl raped 
repeatedly for two months in M'laya
Tura (Meghalaya), July 29 (PTI): Ten 
persons, including two minors, alleg-
edly took turns to rape a 13-year-old 
mentally-challenged girl over a period 
of two months in Meghalaya's North 
Garo Hills district, police said today.

The incident came to light after an 
FIR was lodged by the girl's family at 
the Resubelpara police station yester-
day. Police arrested nine of the accused 
today, while one is absconding.

The mentally-challenged girl was 
repeatedly raped over the last two 
months, the police said, adding that 
the wife of one of the accused had wit-
nessed the dastardly act and informed 
the village elders about it.

The village heads called the family 
members of the girl to a meeting on 
July 25 to arrive at a compromise. How-
ever, the girl's family did not relent and 
lodged the FIR, the police said.

They added that two of the ac-
cused were minors, while most of the 

others were married and hailed from 
the same village of Haluapara under 
Resubelpara police station.

"It appears that they took turns to 
rape the girl at various times and at 
various locations in the village. The 
accused even confessed to their crime 
at the meeting held in the village," 
Circle Inspector of Resubelpara police 
station G K Sangma said.

Social activists flayed the villagers 
for trying to suppress the incident.

"The villagers also need to be 
docked for trying to hide the heinous 
crime committed against a 13-year-
old girl. There cannot be a compro-
mise for what the culprits have done 
and for attempting to do so, the elders 
should be taken to task for trying to 
circumvent the law," social activist 
Dardy G C Marak said.

It may be noted that kangaroo 
courts decide the fate of most crimi-
nals in the remote parts of Meghalaya.

Kochi, July 29 (PTI): Union Minister Al-
phons Kannanthanam has urged Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to reject the 
National Commission for Women's recom-
mendation that confessions in churches be 
banned over fears they could lead to black-
mailing of women.

Observing that confession is the fun-
damental belief of Christian churches, the 
Minister of State for Tourism, in a letter to 
Modi, termed the NCW's recommendation 
to the government, seeking a ban on confes-
sion in churches, "immature".

"I have written to the prime minister 
and also to the home minister. I met the 
home minister and had a discussion with 
him. I told him this must be rejected", Al-
phons said here yesterday.

He said Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
has assured him that he would look into 
the matter.

Alphons said NCW chairperson Rekha 
Sharma's remarks, while submitting a recom-
mendation to ban confession, was her per-
sonal view and she has no mandate to give it.

Sharma, while referring to incidents 
of rape and sexual assault in churches in 
Kerala, had alleged that priests pressure 
women into revealing their secrets and 
exploit them.

The NCW's recommendation came 
following an allegation by the husband of a 
homemaker that four priests of an Orthodox 
Syrian Church in Kerala used her confession 
to blackmail and sexually exploit her.

The case is being investigated by the 
local police.

The minister said confession is the fun-
damental belief of Christian churches and it 
has been there for 2,000 years.

He said police should take action if there 

is a violation of secrecy.
"And therefore to take up one allegation 

and then submit a report saying that confes-
sion, which is a fundamental belief of the 
Christian churches, should be abolished, it 
should be banned, I think that is absolutely 
unacceptable.

"This is beyond the mandate of the Na-
tional Womens Commission. Its immature", 
he said. Alphons, a Christian, said interfer-
ing in religious beliefs is not the policy of the 
Modi government.

"Prime Minister Modi has made it 
very clear in Parliament and outside... You 
believe in whatever religion you want to 
believe in and we will ensure that you are 
allowed to lead that life. We will protect you. 
And he has stood by that word. Therefore, 
there is no question of anybody ever accept-
ing this recommendation", he said.

The Kerala Catholic Bishop's Council 
(KCBC) had termed as "shocking" the 
NCW's recommendation to the Union 
Home Ministry to ban the "Sacrament of 
Confession" among Christians.

"The chairperson has ventured into 
something which is totally out of her pre-
rogative, and without any consultation with 
Christian churches, and communities and 
without considering the moral, theologi-
cal or psychological aspects of confession 
among Christians," KCBC had said in a 
statement in Kochi.

The church in Kerala is facing a string of 
sleaze allegations.

In a complaint to the Kottayam district 
police chief last month, a nun had alleged 
that Jalandhar Bishop Franco Mulakkal 
raped her and had unnatural sex with her 
multiple times at a small town near Kot-
tayam between 2014 and 2016.

INR 15,167 cr. unclaimed money lying with insurance companies
New Delhi, July 29 (IANS):  
A staggering amount of Rs 
15,167 crore amount be-
longing to policyholders 
is lying unclaimed with 23 
life insurance companies, 
according to latest regula-
tory data.

On the basis of this infor-
mation, the Insurance Regu-
latory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) 
has asked the companies 

to disburse old insurance 
claims after identifying the 
concerned policyholders or 
beneficiaries.

As per the data released, 
of the total unclaimed 
amount of Rs 15,166.47 crore 
as on March 31, 2018, state-
run Life Insurance Corpora-
tion towers over other com-
panies in the unclaimed list 
with Rs 10,509 crore, while 
the 22 private sector insurers 

account for the remaining Rs 
4,657.45 crore.

Among private compa-
nies, ICICI Prudential Life 
Insurance has Rs 807.4 crore 
of unclaimed insurance 
claims, followed by Reliance 
Nippon Life Insurance (Rs 
696.12 crore), SBI Life Insur-
ance (Rs 678.59 crore) and 
HDFC Standard Life Insur-
ance (Rs 659.3 crore).

Insurance companies 

are required to update infor-
mation regarding unclaimed 
amounts on their websites 
on six-monthly basis.

IRDAI has earlier asked 
the life insurance compa-
nies to provide a search fa-
cility on their website to 
enable policyholders or 
beneficiaries ascertain any 
unclaimed amounts due to 
them that are still lying with 
the firms.

New Delhi, July 29 (PTI): A 
joint parliamentary com-
mittee, which is examining 
a controversial bill seeking 
to amend the six-decade-
old Citizenship Act, will not 
submit its report during the 
ongoing Monsoon Session 
of Parliament.

It will table it in the 
Winter Session to be held 
in November-December, 
sources privy to the devel-
opment said.

They said a motion 
seeking permission to sub-
mit the report of the com-
mittee on the first day of 
the last week of the Winter 
Session is expected to be 
moved in the Lok Sabha 
this week.

The multi-party com-
mittee, headed by BJP MP 
from Meerut Rajendra 
Agrawal, will seek the per-

mission of the House as 
it wants to conduct more 
"study visits", interact with 
civil society members and 
individuals in view of the 
larger interests involved in 
the proposed amendments 
in the Bill, they said.

T h e  C i t i z e n s h i p 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha to amend the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955.

Among others,  the 
amendment bill seeks to 
grant citizenship to peo-
ple from minority com-
munities — Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians — from Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh and Paki-
stan after six years of resi-
dence in India instead of 12 
even if they do not possess 
any proper document.

A large section of people 

and organisations in the 
northeast have opposed 
the bill, saying it will nullify 
the provisions of the Assam 
Accord of 1985, which fixed 
March 24, 1971, as the cut 
off date for deportation of 
all illegal immigrants ir-
respective of their religion.

The Meghalaya and Mi-
zoram governments have 
strongly opposed the Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill 
and adopted resolutions 
against it.

The Joint Committee on 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016, was con-
stituted on August 23, 2016, 
to examine The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016.

It was to report to the 
House by the last day of 
the first week of the 2016 
Winter Session as per the 
motion adopted in the Lok 

Sabha on August 11 and 
concurred by the Rajya 
Sabha on August 12 of the 
same year. 

The committee ob-
tained extension of its ten-
ure five times, the latest 
being the first day of the last 
week of the 2018 Monsoon 
session, for presentation of 
the report.

During the course of 
its examination and study 
visits, the committee met 
a cross section of people in 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Assam 
and Meghalaya and heard 
views of organisations, indi-
viduals, experts and others.

The committee also 
heard the views of the chief 
secretaries and directors 
general of police of Assam, 
Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand, 
Maharashtra and West 
Bengal.

New traffic 
advisory for 
Kohima town 
Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
The Kohima police have 
informed that the road near 
Soul Harvest Church has be-
come narrow after the road 
sank, leading to the collapse 
of a retaining wall nearby.

A press release from 
the authorities on Sunday 
informed that only light 
vehicles would be allowed 
to move through the Naga 
Hospital-Daklane road until 
further notice. The meas-
ure has been implemented 
to ‘ease the traffic conges-
tion in Kohima town,’ it 
informed. 

Temshinaro 
Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
Many women in Naga-
land who wish to follow 
their aspiration have to be 
'stubborn' to overcome 
the struggles of being in-
dependent entrepreneurs. 
In a field dominated by 
men, the refusal to quit 
their entrepreneurial pur-
suits may be what defines 
some women who engage 
in business activities.

O n e  s u c h  w o m a n 
is Ajung Imchen, whose 
childhood passion was to 
bake. She refuses to give up 
on it today. 

Calling the society ‘un-
friendly,’ Imchen told East-
ern Mirror that women in 
Nagaland struggle to suc-
ceed because it is more 
often than not that a per-
son’s capabilities are un-
dermined. 

Imchen grew up in a 
family of bakers. She said to 
have found a love of baking 
from her grandfather. Al-
though her grandfather had 

given up baking as a profes-
sion, her love of baking was 
passed on to her courtesy 
Christmas visits when the 
grandfather used to bake 
cakes on his customised 
oven made of tins.

Her grandfather is said 
to have learned baking 
from the British rulers. 

Imchen is a daughter 
of a retired government 
employee, and the fourth of 
five children. While all her 
siblings are married, she 
said that she was married 
to her job and was nurtur-
ing a dream ‘to prosper 
and achieve bigger and 
better.’ She describes to be 
a ‘stubborn person’ and has 
no plans to give up on her 
passion ‘no matter what.’

Ajung Imchen started a 
home-based baking busi-
ness a decade ago. Realising 
the ‘need to have a name 
and a brand identity,’ she 
opened an outlet called 
'Grand Baker' at Notun 
Basti in Dimapur in April 
this year. With the money 
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she saved, she took a bak-
ing course in Singapore in 
2011. 

The baker entered the 

baking business during 
her early 20s. Interestingly, 
Imchen is not a big fan of 
cakes. She spoke about 

starting her own diabet-
ic-friendly ice cream pro-
duction in few years. Her 
dream, she said, was to 

become an independent 
entrepreneur and not a 
government employee un-
like many Naga persons 
who dream of having gov-
ernment jobs. 

Life was not always a 
bed of roses for Imchen. 
While there were always 
ups and downs, the hardest 
blow came when she was 
diagnosed to have ‘pituitary 
gland’ in 2012. For Ajung 
this left her shattered.

Pituitary gland is said 
to be a tiny organ, the size 
of a pea, found at the base 
of the brain that causes 
hormonal imbalances. And 
because of this, she said, 
she gets weak and exhaust-
ed after work. Although 
the case is not malignant, 
Imchen is said to be under 
medication.

Commenting on the 
current enforcement steps 
being taken by the food 
safety authorities of the 
Health and Family Wel-
fare department, Imchen 
proudly said that the kitch-

en at Grand Baker was open 
to all customers who wish 
to pay a visit. 

Grand Baker has a five-
member team with Im-
chen as the cake designer 
and her niece, Awoli as the 
baker. She credited Awoli 
as the backbone of her ac-
complishments. Awoli is 
also said to have undergone 
a baking course in New 
Delhi. 

With the products rang-
ing from INR 50 up to a few 
thousands, Imchen said 
that her products are of 
good quality. 

Interestingly, Ajung Im-
chen said that she was not 
into competition but has 
plans to go with market  
demands. Admitting that 
the response has not always 
been positive, the baker still 
is optimistic. 'One learns 
from mistakes and failures,' 
she said.

Grand Baker has tied 
up with a Dimapur-based 
home delivery app 'Food 
Safari.' 
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Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
Reminding the senior po-
lice officers of their prima-
ry duty and responsibility 
which was to maintain law 
and order in the society, 
the deputy chief minister 
of Nagaland, Y Patton said 
maintenance of law and 
order is equally important 
to that of the prevention of 
its violation. 

Patton was addressing 
the senior police offic-
ers’ conference at Police 
Headquarter (PHQ) in 
Kohima on July 27. 

He urged the PHQ and 
all its units to maintain the 
highest level of discipline. 
A press release received 
from the Deputy CM of-
fice media cell informed.

Patton congratulated 
TJ Longkumer for taking 
over as the chief of the 
state police force while 
stating that the Nagaland 
police was second to none 
and that they have shown 
exemplary courage and 
dedication. Patton ex-
pressed happiness to be 
associated with the Na-
galand Police Force don-

Get set
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The district administration of Tuli along with volunteers from departments and community 
organisations undertook a cleanliness drive at Tuli town, in Mokokchung district, on July 28. The 
cleanliness drive was conducted as part of upcoming Tsungremmong festival in August first week 
and the Independence Day celebrations.

ning Khaki to achieve its 
motto, “Security, Service 
& Sacrifice.” 

The updates informed 
that the PHQ had recently 
procured 18 Gypsy vehi-
cles to help in mobilis-
ing the field officers and 
outpost police stations, 
which the deputy chief 
minister would be hand-

ing over by the first week 
of August. Patton advised 
the department to avoid 
unreasonable proposal for 
procurement of vehicles 
that can be reasonably 
avoided. 

Meanwhile, Patton ex-
pressed concern about 
police personnel report-
edly on attachment with 

ex-ministers, MLAs, and 
other retired police offic-
ers and directed the DGP 
to look into the matter and 
to withdraw unauthorised 
attachment with immedi-
ate effect. 

The minister urged 
the police to take up 
cleanliness drive across 
the police stations and 

police reserves and ad-
vised them to avoid using 
plastic within the police 
area. 

Patton assured of his 
support and co-operation 
towards the department. 

The minister was ac-
companied by the Home 
Commissioner R Ram-
akrishnan.

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
Ten-day annual training 
camp of the 24 Naga-
land (Indep) Coy NCC 
held under aegis of NCC 
group HQ, Kohima has 
concluded on July 29 at 
Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School 
in Dimapur.

According to a press 
release, the culmination 
programme was marked 
by cultural programme. 
Highlight of the ten-day 
programme included 
dance and music, martial 
arts, group discussion, 
quiz competition and drill 
etc.

Lt. Col. Vivek Shukla, 
camp commandant pre-
sided over the programme 
while camp adjutant gave 

camp report and gave 
away the prizes to the win-
ners of various events or-
ganized during the camp. 
The overall ‘Best Com-
pany Trophy’ was bagged 
by the Bravo Company. 

The main focus of the 
camp was all round de-
velopment of NCC ca-
det’s personality includ-
ing imparting military 
training on subjects like 
physical training, drill, 
weapon training and na-
tional integration, moti-
vation, career planning 
and general health and 
hygiene. Besides these, 
various professional and 
sports competitions were 
held like inter-coy drill 
competition, inter coy 
firing competition, inter 

coy tent pitching compe-
tition, guard of honour 
competition, best cadet 
competition, inter coy 
tug of war, inter coy foot-
ball match, inter coy bas-
ketball match, the press 
release stated. The camp 
commandant expressed 
gratitude to LFHSS, 32 As-
sam Rifles, Spear Corps, 
DG NDFR, 12th Battalion 
NDFR, District Comman-
dant Home Guards and 
Civil Defence Dimapur, 
Nagaland Pollution Con-
trol Board, Office of Chief 
Wildlife Warden, District 
AIDS Prevention and Con-
trol Unit (DAPCU), Di-
mapur under ageis Naga-
land AIDS Control Society, 
Youth Resource Services, 
and CMO office Dimapur. 

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN):  
The Naga Scholars’ Asso-
ciation (NSA) conducted a 
second research scholars’ 
discussion on July 27 to 
mark the resumption of 
scholarly activities. 

The event was held 
at Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity’s campus in New 
Delhi. 

Delivering welcome 
address, the president of 
the association Dr. Zucha-
mo Yanthan said that the 
main objective for con-
ducting a colloquium was 
to enable the young Naga 
scholars to get positive in-
puts and constructive crit-
icism before submitting 
any research papers either 
in a form of PhD thesis or 
in research journals and 

books. Yanthan added that 
it was conducted to aug-
ment the confidence level 
of the young scholars.

 A press release re-
ceived from the associa-
tion on Sunday informed 
about the event.

Ngonamai Holang, a 
PhD scholar from JNU, 
spoke on the existing dy-
namics of power relations 
between the dominant 
power and the rising pow-
ers.   His paper was titled 
‘China, India and United 
States: A Theoretical Cri-
tique,’ in which he made 
a critical assessment to 
capture the dynamics of 
shifts in balance of power 
between the three states.

According to the up-
dates, Holang’s paper 

highlighted that the main 
reason for the failure to 
capture the power rival-
ry between the United 
States, and the rising pow-
ers, India and China was 
because of the failure to 
take into account the al-
ternative narrations, par-
ticularly theories that are 
emerging from the side of 
the rising powers. 

It was also mentioned 
that the role of India with 
China or US, goes beyond 
the proverbial role of pow-
er balancing, but finds 
little or no mention except 
for the balance of power 
theory 

Meanwhile, another 
PhD scholar from JNU, 
Makan Yaoreipam spoke 
about the transforma-

tion of rituals and cultural 
practices among the Tang-
khul Nagas. 

Hi s  d i s s e r t a t i o n , 
“Death and personhood: 
Exploration on Mortuary 
Rituals, Transformation 
and Ontology of Tangkhul 
Nagas,” focuses on the 
transformation brought 
about by the Christian 
missionaries in terms of 
rituals and cultural prac-
tices, particularly on dead 
practices. 

It is an exploratory 
study on how result of 
transition from the pre-
Christian to the current 
practices informed by a 
Christian belief gives rise 
to a transmutation in the 
very idea of a Tangkhul 
personhood.

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
The Naga National Coun-
cil (NNC) ‘parent body’ 
has clarified the press 
statement reportedly is-
sued by one CY Lotha on 
July 24 and the 25th ‘using 
the name of NNC (parent 
body).’ 
The council has alleged 
that the press statement 
was ‘dubious and without 
any sanctity.’ 

In a press release is-
sued by the NNC ‘par-
ent body’ to the media 
on Sunday, clarified that 
Toshi Walling, CEC mem-
ber of the NNC ‘parent 
body’ was unanimously 
chosen to replace V Nagi, 
general secretary as the 
co-convener of the work-
ing committee (WC) of 
the Naga National political 
Groups (NNPG) on June 6. 

It has stated that ‘the 
central executive coun-
cil meeting held at Di-
mapur gave its consent 
and approval for the same 
and president of the NNC 
parent body, Z Royim 
Yimchunger ordered the 
change.’

Presently, the coun-
cil mentioned that ‘Toshi 

Walling is ably assisting 
other WC members in the 
ongoing dialogue with the 
GOI.’ 

The NNC clarified that 
the change was necessi-
tated not for any political 
reason because V Nagi is 
a signatory of ‘agreed po-
sition’ between GOI and 
WC of NNPG, which in es-
sence captured the spirit 
of Naga plebiscite of 1951. 

Nagi was recalled be-
cause of ‘fundamental 
flaw’ in his personality 
and character as a leader, 
it added.

“When the first report 
of volatile temper of Mr. 
V Nagi, as co-convener, 
reached the National 
workers back home, Presi-
dent Z Royim and sen-
ior leaders requested WC 
to allow him to continue 
represent NNC (parent 
body) as co-convener. The 
next round of negotia-
tions were fixed but Mr. V 
Nagi, General Secretary 
NNC (parent body) who 
was still the co-convener, 
neither joined WC mem-
bers in New Delhi nor 
participated in the politi-
cal dialogue,” the council 

clarified.
“In the interest of the 

Nagas in general and the 
NNC National workers in 
particular, the President 
in consultation with CEC 
members, unanimously 
endorsed Mr. Toshi Wall-
ing and Mr. Liangkebo 
Zeliang to represent NNC 
(Parent Body) as co-con-
vener and member re-
spectively in the ongoing 
political negotiation with 
the GOI. 

This is the present 
status,” The press release 
stated.

NNC ‘parent body’ 
said it is a political institu-
tion of the Naga and not a 
private property. 

At this stage, the coun-
cil said leaders and follow-
ers must understand that 
finding solution to Naga 
problem is more impor-
tant than any leader or few 
misguided men. 

“It is useless to occupy 
a misplaced high moral 
ground, accusing other 
comrades when WC of 
NNPGs and GOI are work-
ing towards an acceptable 
and honourable political 
solution.”

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN):  
A state-wide campaign 
on “Fight against Human 
Trafficking” was conduct-
ed by the Nagaland State 
Legal Services Authority 
(NSLSA) with Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council, 
Nagaland Christian Re-
vival Church, Catholic 
Churches and Pentecos-
tal Churches in more than 
100 churches in the state 
of Nagaland on July 29. 

The state-wide cam-
paign is in line with NAL-
SA (Victim Trafficking and 
Commercial Sexual Ex-
ploitation) Scheme 2015, 
an update from legal au-
thority informed.

Panel lawyers and 
para-legal volunteers of 
NSLSA, district legal serv-
ices authorities, and social 
workers spoke on the legal 
provisions for trafficking. 

According to the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau report, 8132 cases of 
human trafficking were 
reported from the country 
in 2016, out of which West 
Bengal state was recorded 
as the highest number of 
human trafficking with 
3,579 registered cases. 
However, as per NCRB, 
there is no case of traffick-
ing reported for Nagaland 
in 2016, the press release 

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Taxi 
Association (ANTA) of 
Wokha unit has informed 
all commuters that the 
Regional Transport Au-
thority, Wokha has re-
vised taxi on July 25. 

Fare from Wokha-Ko-
hima has been revised 
to INR 250 and Wokha-
Pongidong village to INR 
80. Informing this in a 
press release received 
from the unit secretary 
informed that the order 
will come into force from 
August 1. 

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
The Chakhroma Students’ 
Union (CSU) has organ-
ised a career guidance 
seminar on the theme 
“Engage, Enthuse, Em-
power” for Chümouke-
dima unit in Tenyiphe-I 
council hall on July 28, 
with more than 50 student 
participants.

Resource persons 
Kevinguto Khate, asst. 
professor of NIT and 
Lhoukuo Chüsi, asst. mis-
sion director of RMSA 
spoke on career options 
with engineering degree 
and scope of science edu-
cation respectively. 

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
Phek Town Youth Society 
(PTYS) carried out a quar-
terly cleanliness drive on 
July 28 in all thecolonies 
in Phek town. A press note 
from the PTYS informed 

that the drive was initiated 
under the “Clean Green 
Operation.” 

The press note in-
formed that the youth 
clean the town by saniti-
zation, picked scattered 

plastics, polythene, wrap-
pers, and other waste ma-
terials in drainage and 
road side.  The Phek Town 
Youth Society urged upon 
every citizen to keep their 
surrounding clean. 

stated.
The legal authorities 

has mentioned that “the 
offence will attract for traf-
ficking one person, the 
punishment is minimum 
seven years, but may go 
up to ten years, and fine, 
for trafficking more than 
one person- the punish-
ment is minimum ten 
years, but may go up to 
life imprisonment, and 
fine. For trafficking one 
minor, the punishment 
is minimum ten years, 
but may go up to life im-

prisonment, and fine, for 
trafficking more than 1 
minor- the punishment 
is minimum 14 years, but 
may go up to life impris-
onment, and fine and if 
public servant or police 
officer involved in traf-
ficking, the punishment is 
life imprisonment (rest of 
natural life), and fine.” 

As per the NSLSA 
Victim Trafficking and 
Commercial Sexual Ex-
ploitation Scheme 2015, 
the objective is to provide 
legal services to victims of 

trafficking at every stage: 
prevention, rescue, reha-
bilitation, applicable to 
transgender persons as 
well. 

The trafficked women 
or children could be reha-
bilitated through access-
ing entitlements ICDS 
(Childcare Development), 
food security, ration cards, 
educational schemes 
(midday meal, scholar-
ships, residential schools 
under Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan, etc. livelihood, skill 
development, housing 

subsidy etc. while, vulner-
able could be mapped for 
trafficking and conduct 
awareness programmes, 
the NSLSA informed. 

The NSLSA scheme 
underlines on organising 
meetings between state 
legal services authority 
and district legal serv-
ices authorities with sex 
worker to understand 
their issues, public hear-
ings on problems faced 
by sex workers/victims 
with police, lawyers and 
legal service authorities 
as jury. 

The legal official team 
can advise on legal action 
that can be taken by the 
victims engage with in-
tegrated child protection 
scheme and village level 
child protection commit-
tees (VLCPC), teachers, 
Anganwadi workers, Asha 
workers. 

To focus on children, 
missing children, PLVS 
from VLCPC and Angan-
wadis to particularly focus 
on trafficking problems 
should be given effective 
mentors and full support 
in dealing with such cases. 

The NSLSA claimed 
that more than 40,000 
people were benefitted 
through the state-wide 
campaign. 
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The students who were selected to form as cabin crew members for SpiceJet.
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Members of the design team of Quirky Qrafts and its proprietor Asano Peseyie (centre) showcase one of 
their handmade birthday props.

EM Images
Rev. Ponen Longchar releasing the composition sung by alcohol users at the MTBA on Sunday.

Not for glamour but employment encourage 
Naga youths to join aviation industry    

Seyochung students want govt. 
to address schools’ problems

Ao vernacular gospel song released 

Appointments: Acaut and PSAN demand answers for ‘false claims’ 

Quirky Qrafts: Uplifting underprivileged ‘Myki’ in the state
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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 29 (EMN):  
More than 70,000 govern-
ment jobs are required in 
Nagaland because there are 
more than 70,000 youths 
registered as ‘unemployed’ 
at the Directorate of Em-
ployment (2017) and there 
are additional unaccounted 
numbers of unregistered 
unemployed youths.

The prospect for youths 
in the govt. sector looks 
bleak because the govt. sec-
tors in the state is saturated 
and unemployment is a 
major challenge as termed 
by state legislators and lead-
ers as well.   

It was during the in-
auguration of Emporium 
Training & Consultancy Pvt. 
Ltd. in Dimapur recently, 
the advisor to the state chief 
minister for Skill Develop-
ment Kazheto Kinimi as-
serted “with less scope for 
employment opportunity in 
the state and with no big fac-
tories, companies or indus-
tries to give employment to 
the many number of youths, 
the Peoples’ Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) govt was com-
mitted to impart and em-
power the youths with the 
skills training and help in 
self employment and other 
employment opportunities”. 

The Emporium Train-
ing & Consultancy Pvt Ltd 
mandated to skill a quar-
ter of 220 with the targeted 
880 candidates in a year 
is a leading registered Vo-
cational Training Provider 
(VTP) under Directorate 
General of Training (DGT), 
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment & Entrepreneurship, 
Government of India, said 
its operations manager, Ani-
rbhan Mukherjee to Eastern 
Mirror. 

The emporium con-
ducts skill development 
and capacity building pro-
grams for the unemployed 

youth and provides world 
class employment oppor-
tunities in the field of Hos-
pitality, Aviation, Tourism, 
Retail and other customer 
service sectors in India and 
overseas, Mukherjee ex-
pounded. 

“We are a training in-
stitution having a mission 
to train unemployed youth 
of India in the field of avia-
tion and hospitality and 
place them with the world’s 
most eminent brands. We 
have trained and placed 
more than 5000 Naga can-
didates from various dis-
tricts of Nagaland under 
Skill Development Initiative 
Scheme (SDIS) successfully 
and are currently training 
candidates under other na-
tional scheme called Prad-
han Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojna (PMKVY)” Anirbhan 
informed. 

Yo u t h s  c o m e  w i t h 
dreams in their eyes, with 
hopes and expectations at 
the emporium but stimu-
lating skill was critical to 
ensure that all candidates 
are placed with jobs be-
cause it was skill that will get 

them jobs, Anirbhan said. 
It is also the responsibil-
ity of the institution that we 
provide 100% placement, 
maintained the operations 
manager.

On the economy front, 
Anirbhan opined that a state 
or country can go ahead 
with private sectors and 
which he said was the major 
contributor for a country’s 
economy. This can happen 
in Nagaland with visionary 
leaders who are committed 
in bringing private sectors 
which can pave way for the 
educated unemployed or 
the unemployed youths 
who need not go out of the 
state looking for job.

Not of perks and glamour 
It was not only because of 
the perks and glamour of 
aviation or hospitality sec-
tors that Naga youths are 
turning to such industries 
but the idea of being em-
ployed to support families 
and oneself are encourag-
ing them to follow the sec-
tor. And it was not only the 
women but men as well who 
are turning to such indus-

tries for employment. 
Students at the empo-

rium who were waiting for 
video interview -most of 
them from Dimapur shared 
that even though some have 
faced resistance from family 
they are satisfied now tak-
ing into consideration the 
number of educated unem-
ployed youths in the state.  

Chusenle Kemp, a post 
graduate from Dimapur 
said it was frustrating to re-
main unemployed after her 
post graduation and it was 
then she decided to join the 
emporium with a hope to 
getting employed.

Another student La-
nusenla Jamir from Mokok-
chung sacrificed coming 
out of her comfort zone 
and getting enrolled at the 
institute so that she can 
secure herself for future and 
her family back home. She 
observed that Nagas men-
tality was stuck with the age 
old tradition of educational 
system without skills.

 Holito Yeptho and Nitu 
Devi share the same senti-
ment with Jamir as they say 
“Nagas’ need to come out 

Esther Verma
Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
George Bernard Shaw, the 
celebrated writer once said, 
“Happy is the man who 
can make a living by his 
hobby”. Today, a Naga girl, 
with a mass communica-
tion degree, is living her 
life as a successful entre-
preneur and also creating 
employment opportunities 
for other women, showing 
what it means to venture out 
of your comfort zone and 
explore one’s talent.

 Asano Peseyie is the 
proprietor of ‘Quirky Qrafts’ 
based in Dimapur.  The pe-
tite and talented Peseyie was 
a government employee be-
fore she decided that it was 
time to start her very own 
craft business from home.  

Unlike most Naga’s that 
value a government job as 
the only source of a steady 
income and having a sense 
of ‘dignity’ in society, Peseyie 
felt otherwise and consid-
ered her job working on 
designing logos and work-
ing on Photoshop in the 
government sector as hav-
ing no scope in exploring 
her creativity.

 So, Asano Peseyie, in 
the year 2014, took a huge 

risk. After identifying the 
lack of ‘artsy’ and unique 
merchandise in the local 
market, she gave up her job 
as a government employee 
and saw that her talent in 
designing could meet that 
demand in the local market.

 Peseyie, with just a mea-
gre amount of savings and ‘a 
zero balance in her bank ac-
count’, undertook the seem-
ingly unimaginable and 
started taking small orders 
for packaging, gift boxing, 
invitations, logo designs, 
wedding cards, personalised 
items and many others.

Four years down the 
line, perseverance and hard 
work sustained her dreams.   

Speaking with Eastern 
Mirror, Peseyie stated that 
she later moved up to a large 
variety of stationery items as 
well. By the end of 2014, the 
year she started her venture 
which she christened as 
‘Quirky Qrafts’ started get-
ting orders for weddings 
which kept her busy all 
through the year.

“Every order was paying 
for the next; it was the cycle 
initially” she said with a 
sense of satisfaction.

By 2017 Peseyie was 
caught in between how to 

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): The Seyoc-
hung Area Students’ Union (SASU) has 
appealed to the government to address 
issues of infrastructure and facilities in 
schools in Kiphire. The union issued a 
press release on Sunday lamenting that 
there is “no drinking water, no electrifica-
tion, no staff quarter, no white board, no 
toilet, no fencing and no provision fund 
for furniture reparation,” among others, 
in the schools in the Seyochung area of 
Kiphire district. 

The students stated that the area in its 
being a backward and remote place had 
no proper facilities for the schools.

Further, the union informed that the 

govt. high school at Longya has ‘no head-
master, assistant headmaster, language 
teacher, and office personnel besides 
“peon, Chowkidar and draughtsman.’ The 
school is without a drawing teacher ‘due 
to the attachment with SDEO, Kiphire 
and also the only knitting helper who was 
transferred at Yangphi school, Kiphire.’ 

Also, the union informed about an 
‘educational tour’ to a number of villages 
during which they met with leaders of vil-
lage councils, and teachers among others 
“for the reformation of quality education.” 
The group has assured that it shall never 
compromise on the issue of “proxy teach-
ers” in the union’s jurisdiction.

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , Ju l y  2 9 
(EMN): Alcoholics Anony-
mous or AA Fellowship of 
Mokokchung Town Baptist 
Arogo (MTBA) released an 
Ao vernacular gospel song, 
“Ku takum nung na Chuba-
sang” (May you reign in my 
life), on Sunday.

The song was composed 
by Changsen Pongen, a 
recovering alcoholic and 
was released by Rev. Ponen 
Longchar, pastor of MTBA 
in the presence of AA fam-
ily members and church 
workers at MTBA church 
premises.

The song was sung by 
more than more than 40 
AA members under the age 
group from 20-60 and can 
be view at Youtube soon.

Sentiyanger, while high-
lighting about the song, said 
that the song is a testimo-
ny for the AA member for 
bringing light into their life. 
The song is dedicated to 
alcoholics conveying a mes-
sage of hope and redemp-
tion through Christ.

On behalf of the AA, he 
thanked the church for be-
lieving in them and their 
counsellor Moatoshi for 
guiding them to recovery 
their addiction.

In an interaction with 
Rev. Longchar, he expressed 

his concerned for the alco-
holics. He said in Nagaland, 
especially in Ao area alco-
holism is a serious concern.

“How will the church 
play a role in this issue was 
seriously pondered upon 
and prayed about. At such a 
time, to conduct a detoxifi-
cation camp by MTBA was 
resolved and held its camp 
for the first batch of alcohol-
ics in 2011,” the Rev. said.  

 “Having lived many 
years enslaved by alcohol-
ism, now their lives are 
change; giving up drink-
ing, transformed their 
family….,” Longchar ex-
pressed his joy about AA 
programme.

The programme in-
volves a huge investment, 
however, the objective of 
the camp is not only about 
letting them give up drink-
ing but involves a holistic 
approach to let them have 
a total change in social and 
family life too, said Long-
char.

Follow-up programme 
amongst the AA peers and 
visitation of the counsellor is 
mass to find a way for their 
problems for the recovering 
alcoholics, he said while giv-
ing credit to the counsellor 
for his sincere dedication 
to bringing joy and happi-
ness once again in the life of 

many families.
Rev. Longchar expressed 

joy sharing the success story 
of many alcoholics, who 
are now serving as church 
volunteers, Sunday School 
teachers and also in local 
governance.

A wife of a recovering 
alcoholic recalled the hard-
ships and miseries that their 
family used to face while her 
husband was an alcoholic. 
She shared that her husband 
is a better husband and a 
father after joining AA.

 “Now my family re-
spects me and my relation-
ship with my children, wife 
and others has improved,” 
one of the recovering alco-
holic said.  

Alcoholism does not 
stick to one gender alone, 
they are many female 
drinkers as well but does 
not reveal because of social 
stigma, it is Church another 
problem to ponder upon to 
bring those enslaved drink-
ers, Associate Pastor Ben-
dang said.

After AA was formed 
under the wings of MTBA 
Mission Board in 2011 every 
Sunday at 3 pm they have 
fellowship to encourage 
one another and share the 
words of God. AA fellow-
ship is growing strength to 
strength.

quickly deliver the products 
on time to her clients in the 
face of the fund constraints 
and the limited space at 
home.

She then approached 
the department of women 
resources for assistance. As 
providence would have it, It 
was more like the meeting of 
a buyer and seller between 
Peseyie and the government 

as the entrepreneur was 
in need of funds and the 
department also wanted to 
impart skill development 
trainings for one of their 
programs called ‘Myki’ ca-
tering to underprivileged 
women. 

“The department want-
ed me to train the women 
from the ‘Myki’ programme 
with a salary after the train-

ing if they stayed and in 
return I too will get help, so 
we signed an MOU,” she in-
formed adding that Quirky 
Qrafts help the women as 
young as 20, in providing 
their household income.

Peseyie then informed 
that after linking with ‘Myki’, 
women entities like Quirky 
Qrafts and others were al-
lotted space for production 

purposes. “This is rent free 
and in return we conduct 
trainings throughout the 
year and the women train-
ees are interviewed and se-
lected by the department 
officials” she said.

Traditionally, as wage 
employment for women 
in the agricultural sector 
is higher than men in the 
State, the industrial and 
service sectors like ‘Quirky 
Qrafts’ are seeing a growth of 
only female workers too. In 
the present socio economic 
scenario, women are still 
treated as second class citi-
zens especially in terms of 
employment opportunities.

According to the Gender 
Vulnerability Report 54.5% 
of women are illiterate and 
only 33.3% have had 10 or 
more years of schooling in 
Nagaland. 

 Peseyie believes there 
are just too many responsi-
bilities a woman has on her 
hands and is of the notion 
that as women, one must 
uplift other women and 
provide within their poten-
tial to help other women 
in society, especially the 
underprivileged.  Peseyie 
maintained that as a woman 
entrepreneur she does feel 

an emotional attachment 
and a sense of responsibility 
to help by employing other 
girls and women.

In Nagaland, it is report-
ed that only 34.7% of wom-
en own land or property 
whether it is individually or 
with other people. The cus-
tomary law that land inher-
itance should always favour 
the male has kept women at 
bay to move forward for a 
long time.

In this regard, the pro-
prietor of Quirky Qrafts also 
had a difficult time in at-
taining loans. “When I was 
initially applying for loans, 
many women get asked 
for land ‘patta’ (legal docu-
ments) and for me to start 
with nothing pushed me to 
do more and proved hum-
bling” she recalled.

Quality and deliverance 
of Quirky Qrafts proved to 
be very popular throughout 
the years of its existence as 
customers from day one still 
come back.

“We like to remain con-
sistent and retain the quality 
of each craft and design; up 
to the minute of work done 
by my girls” said Peseyie and 
proudly adding that friends 
that have their own printing 

press still come to her for 
work.

Right now Quirky Qrafts 
has a 50% order demand 
from not only outside the 
State and country but also 
abroad like France, UK, Du-
bai and Bhutan. The busi-
ness that started with zero 
budget, has now delivered 
its products across 23 states 
in India and has generated 
employment to over a dozen 
women since its inception.

 Peseyie plans on em-
ploying more women after 
training since the paper 
bag making and stationary 
product line has become 
full time.

“Our main goal and pur-
pose is to provide unique, 
high quality affordable 
products with a mission in 
generating employment op-
portunities to local women 
and underprivileged girls”, 
said the self taught entre-
preneur that learned the art 
of almost everything Quirky 
Qrafts stands for, through 
studying and watching vid-
eos online.

Quirky Qrafts can be 
contacted through their 
Instagram and Facebook 
page @quirkyqrafts and at 
7085932797, 9862533668.

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): The 
Against Corruption & Unabated 
Taxation (Acaut) and the Public 
Service Aspirants of Nagaland 
(PSAN) have demanded answers 
from the government of Nagaland 
for what the two organizations said 
was false claims in the court by the 
govt. representative over the issue of 
appointments.

The two organizations issued a 
press release on Sunday. The press 
release read: ‘On 26.7.18, when the 
additional advocate general of Na-
galand claimed before the packed 
court that the 706 NPSC posts 
questioned in the writ petition 
were all non-sanctioned posts, 
the Acaut and PSAN members 
were shocked by the false claims. 
Therefore, we call for immediate 
clarification from the government 

to Acaut and PSAN and most im-
portantly to the people of Nagaland 
in order to not complicate the issue 
any further.’

If the 706 posts were “non-sanc-
tioned posts,” the organizations 
queried, “why were 11 doctors and 
46 PGTs who were respondents in 
the court case considered for regu-
larization in the Cabinet agenda on 
11-11-17.” 

Even after the high court stayed 
the ‘office memorandums’ dated 
“4.8.11 & 11.8.16 ordering regulari-
zation after three years of service,’ 
the Cabinet was about to regularize 
304 posts without requisitioning the 
vacancies to the NPSC in the first 
place, the statement said. 

According to the press release, 
the posts are 99 BDO, RDO, RDA 
posts in the RD department; 181 

(134 for extension and 47 for regu-
larization) in the Higher Education 
department; six in the DUDA; 11 
medical officers in the Health and 
Family Welfare department; four 
planning assistants in the Planning 
and Coordination department; and 
three foremen in the Printing and 
Stationery department

 “The regularization of the 304 
mentioned posts were kept in abey-
ance due to the intervention of 
ACAUT and PSAN,” the press release 
stated.  

Another matter that the press 
release stated was that the govern-
ment had questioned the “locus 
standi of PSAN members before 
the court that they do not fulfill the 
required qualifications (post gradu-
ation and NET) to challenge the 
appointment of assistant professors 

before the court.” 
But, the Acaut and the PSAN 

stated, ‘Even among the respond-
ents, a good number of them were 
found to have been appointed 
without the requisite qualifications 
(without clearing NET) and that the 
government is randomly appointing 
those without the requisite qualifi-
cations in all the State-run colleges 
on contractual basis.’

The Acaut and the PSAN have 
demanded that the posts be requisi-
tioned to the NPSC and recruitment 
be made through open competition. 

The organizations have in-
formed the “backdoor appointees 
and those standing against the fight 
against corruption” that the two are 
fighting for the future of the Naga 
people, which also includes their 
‘sons and daughters.’

of our comfort zone and 
preoccupying over govt.jobs 
and wasting time”. 

Montoli Sema from Mon 
and Enibeni Ngullie from 
Dimapur packed their bags 
with a hope to get a job and 
it is working for them at 
the emporium as they are 
getting skilled-free of costs-
instead of remaining idle 
like the many youths who 
are waiting for govt. jobs  
which Naga considers as the 
only ‘noble job’.   

At Emporium the train-
ing modules are aligned 
with National Skills Qualifi-
cation Framework (NSQF) 
and are registered under 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana, 
North East Rural Livelihood 
Project, Tourism and Hos-
pitality Sector Skill Coun-
cil, Aviation and Aerospace 
Sector Skill Council and 
National Skill Development 
Corporation. 

With the help and sup-
port of the Dimapur Airport 
director, M Zhimo, the train-
ees receives the privilege to 
undergo airport familiariza-
tion training, highlighted 
Anirbhan. He said that with-
in the first month of training 
the institute have placed 
more than 71 candidates 
through direct walk in in-
terviews conducted by The 
Oberoi Mumbai, Jet Airways 
and Spicejet for cabin crew. 

At the inauguration of 
Emporium on June 5 this 
year, legislator Kinimi com-
mitted and uphold the vi-
sion of the PDA govt to-
wards the uplift and overall 
progress of Naga society 
especially the youths and 
as the advisor to chief min-
ister for Skill Development, 
Labour And Employment 
assured to extend all pos-
sible help in implementing 
and executing govt. plans 
and policies for empowering 
the youths.
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Cong. slams AGP for misguiding 
people on illegal migrants issue

Police, VDF personnel clash in Mnp. ‘Low morality behind rising 
sexual offence against children’

Union min. urges farmers to engage in organic farming

Assam Organic, PKVY awarded 2nd best 
display at World Organic Expo in Delhi

Outreach programme on Childline held in Diphu

Meghalaya CM inaugurates science 
programme at Loyola College

Guwahati, July 29 (PTI): Leader of 
Opposition in the Assam Assembly, 
Debabrata Saikia, today criticised 
the AGP, a coalition partner of the 
ruling BJP, for having “misguided” 
the people of the state by using the 
illegal migrants issue for achieving 
their political objectives for over 30 
years.

After the Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) had formed the government 
in Assam in 1985 following signing of 
the Assam Accord, an ‘intensive revi-
sion’ of the electoral rolls of Assam 
was undertaken under the supervi-
sion of the Election Commission, 
Saikia said in a press release.

The EC enumerators recorded 
every adult member in two separate 
lists, List-I for those whose names 
could be traced directly or by parent-
age to the 1971 electoral rolls and 
List-II for the rest, he said in the re-
lease on the eve of publication of the 
final draft of the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC).
The state election authorities 

carried out a second ‘special revision’ 
of the electoral rolls in 1990 under EC 
guidelines and the then AGP Chief 
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta 
said in 1990 that he was “satisfied” 
with the corrected electoral rolls. De-
spite Mahanta’s “satisfaction” with 
the electoral rolls of 1990, in 1997 it 
was deemed necessary by the United 
Front government at the Centre and 
the AGP government in the state to 
undertake yet another ‘intensive re-
vision’ of the electoral rolls of Assam, 
Saikia said.

Initially, about 3,70,000 ‘D’ voter 
cases had been referred to the For-
eigners Tribunals, but the number 
came down to 1,45,227 by 2014, he 
said.

Saikia pointed out that accord-
ing to the White Paper published by 
the Home and Political Department 
of the Assam government in 2012, 

61,774 people, including 6,590 ‘D’ 
voters, were declared as foreigners 
by several Foreigners Tribunals be-
tween 1985 and 2012.

More than half of these persons 
who were declared as foreigners 
were those who came to Assam 
between 1966 and 1971 and ac-
cording to provisions of the Assam 
Accord, such people are eligible for 
registration as Indian citizens after a 
stipulated waiting period.

He said that the concept of ‘D’ 
voters which started during the 
AGP’s tenure has now become a 
source of misery for not only bona-
fide citizens belonging to the linguis-
tic and religious minority communi-
ties but also to groups such as the 
Koch-Rajbongshis.

Saikia appealed to the people 
not to panic if their names did not 
appear in the final draft of the NRC 
and urged them to maintain peace 
and harmony in the coming days.

Imphal, July 29 (PTI): A clash 
broke out between police and 
agitating Village Defence Force 
(VDF) personnel in Imphal West 
district. No one was injured in 
the incident, police today said. 
The VDF personnel, numbering 
around 500, took out a protest 
rally along the Tiddim Road in 
Imphal West district yesterday 
under the aegis of All Manipur 
VDF Welfare Association de-
manding service security and 
pay hike, among others.

The rally was taken out de-
spite the imposition of Section 
144 of CrPC (Criminal Proce-
dure Code) in the district which 
prohibits assembly of more 
than four persons.

VDFs were raised by the 
state government in 2009 to 
fight against militants but were 
later incorporated to maintain 
law and order situation in the 

state.
All Manipur VDF Welfare 

Association spokesperson Am-
uthoi said that VDF personnel 
have been on strike from July 
11 to express resentment over 
unfulfilled demands prompting 
them to take out the Saturdays 
rally. A clash broke out as the 
VDF personnel tried to over-
power the police who retaliated 
with tear gas shells to disperse 
the protesters.

During the confrontation, 
one 9mm pistol, two magazines 
and a radio set were snatched by 
the protesting VDF personnel 
from police but were returned 
in the evening, a top police 
officer said. The Association, 
representing 10,050 personnel 
had earlier warned the govern-
ment that they would intensify 
their agitation if their demands 
were not met.

Agartala, July 29 (PTI): Supreme Court Judge 
and former Tripura High Court Chief Justice 
Deepak Gupta today said falling morality 
in society, degenerating family values and 
pornography were behind the series of sexual 
assaults on children.

Earlier in the day, he called for an action 
plan to deliver juvenile justice and appealed 
legal services authority to ensure proper im-
plementation of social welfare schemes.

Addressing a symposium on What 
Plagues Juvenile Justice System in Tripura: 
Towards Renewed and Coordinated Action 
here, Gupta, who served for three years as 
first Chief Justice of Tripura High Court till 
2016, said he preferred to term himself as an 
activist judge. 

Referring to cases he heard at the apex 
court, Justice Gupta said that over INR 40,000 
crore meant for welfare of contract labour-
ers were lying with different welfare scheme 
implementing committees and were not 
distributed to rightful beneficiaries.

Shillong, July 29 (PTI): Union Minis-
ter Radha Mohan Singh today visited 
an organic farm at Lawsohtun area 
of the city and assured all possible 
help to the farmers.

The minister, who was here on 
a two-day visit, interacted with 
members of around 20 families who 
practice organic farming here and 
encouraged them to expand their 
activities in other parts of the state.

The Union agriculture minister 
also asked the state government offi-
cials to extend possible assistance to 

farmers in this regard and promised 
to support the promotion of organic 
farming in the state.

Last evening, Singh reviewed the 
activities of the departments of agri-
culture, animal husbandry and allied 
sectors at Raj Bhawan here.

“If the farmers receive their dues 
on time, the government will be able 
to achieve the goal of doubling their 
income by 2022,” he said.

The minister also asked the 
officials to submit utilisation cer-
tificate of funds to the Centre on 

time to avoid delay in the flow of 
resources.

In response, the state govern-
ment officials told the minister that 
the state has provided 40,000 hec-
tares for organic farming, covering 
all districts of Meghalaya.

The review meet at the governor’s 
house yesterday was attended by Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary K N Kumar, 
Commissioner and Secretary of 
Agriculture Department, Sampath 
Kumar and Agriculture secretary M 
N Nampui among others.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 29 (EMN): As-
sam organic, Parampara-
gat Krishi Vikash Yojana 
(PKVY) Assam, Depart-
ment of Agriculture has 
awarded the 2nd position 
in Best Display Award dur-
ing the three days World 
organic expo-2018 which 
was held at Pragati Maid-
an, New Delhi from July 
27 till the 29th organised 
by NNS. During the expo 
different organic agricul-
ture products items from 
different region has put up 
the stalls.

Talking to this reporter, 
Dr. I.H Takuria, Agricul-
ture Development Officer 
(ADO) Nagoan district 
has informed that Assam 
Organic, PKVY Assam was 
awarded the second Best 
Display Award during 
the expo; it is matter of 
proud for whole of Assam. 
From Assam, two farmers 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 29 (EMN): An outreach 
programme of Childline, Kabi An-
glong was held at the Believers 
Eastern Church, Rongjangphong, 
Diphu here on Friday, July 27, with 
the purpose of creating awareness 
among the staffs and members of 
the church as well as the general 
public on child care.

The programme was jointly or-
ganised by Bridge of Hope, Diphu 
diocese and Childline, Karbi An-
glong. Childline is a project sup-
ported by Union Ministry of Women 
and Child development. In Karbi 
Anglong Childline has its head office 
at Jirsong Asong. 

The Believers Eastern Church 
is a parent organisation supporting 
the Childline project being imple-
mented in Karbi Anglong district. 
Free toll number of Childline, Karbi 
Anglong is 1098.

Centre Coordinator, Childline, 
Karbi Anglong, Bulu Terang explain-
ing about the importance of child-
line in the district said it is a helpline 
through which the various issues 
and  problems of children can be ad-
dressed and also help those children 
in need.

In othe parts of India Childline 
has been introduced from before, 
but Karbi Anglong is late. 

But never the less the care and 
protection of children can be taken 
through the Childline, he said.

Terang said child trafficking is 
very prevelant in India and in terms 
of child labour the county is second 
after Africa in the world. Children 
between the age of 14-16 being 
forced to earn from physical labour 
is a crime. 

If a child has attained above the 
age of 16 and want to earn, but then 
he/she has to register in labour un-
ion, the Centre Coordinator, Child-
line said.

Terang also mentioned about 
the cases of rape of minors and child 
molestation that are prevelant. But 
under various child protection acts 
and introduction of new laws in the 
country has become more stringent 
in awarding punishment to the of-
fenders. 

Deprivation of education under 
Right to Education by the Govern-
ment of India is also enforcing child 
labour on children as every child is 
entitled to get the free and compul-
sory education.

Terang also said that engaging 
in phycial labour as domestic help 
among children is included in child 
labour. 

“There are many instances, 
where due to poverty and other 
reasons the child do not get proper 
education at primary level and when 
she/she comes to Diphu staying in 
relative or known family for going 
to school. 

The child due to acquire in age, 
but her/his knowing is below stand-
ard slowly feels hasitate to go to 
school. 

According to International La-
bour Organiastion an estimate of 2.5 
million children between the ages of 
5-7 are child labour working under 
hazardous and extremely exploita-
tive condition, Terang stated.

The causes of increase of child 
labour are due to illiteracy, poverty, 
ignorance and expolation. 

Through Childline, Karbi An-
glong can help children in of care 
and protection and giving them 
dignity to live like others, Terang 
explained. 

Terang also brought out few cas-
es of child labour and exploitation, 
which he has documented.

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad K. Sangma 
on Saturday inaugurated 
the Science Stream of the 
prestigious Loyola College, 
Williamnagar in presence 
of Williamnagar MLA Mar-
cuise Marak and Bishop 
of Tura Rt. Rev. Andrew R. 
Marak and laid the foun-
dation for Loyola Boy’s 
Hostel. This was stated in 
a press statement received 
here on Sunday.

“Education is very im-
portant for me and my 
government and we have 
to do a lot. We are accord-
ing top priority to ensure 
better educational facili-
ties in the state and have 
embarked on a mission 
to finalise the education 
policy for the state,” he 
said. He enlightened the 
gathering on one of the 
important agenda of late 
Purno Agitok Sangma, 
who always dreamt for a 
better future for the stu-
dents of Meghalaya.

“I am very happy that 
Loyola College William-
nagar is creating infra-
structure for the welfare 
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A stall showcasing products from Assam during the World Organic Expo at the Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.
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Conrad K. Sangma inaugurating a science program for Loyola boy’s hostel at Loyola College in Williamnagar, 
East Garo Hills. 

  Mirror Crossword 1893sud0ku 1733
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Swiss theologian Karl _____ (1886-

1968)
 6. European nuclear research 

organization
 10. Left by a wound
 14. Hawaiian greeting
 15. Fine open fabric
 16. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
 17. Make use of
 18. Jacob’s brother
 19. Wise men
 20. Consecrate
 22. Formerly Formosa
 24. Retained
 25. Squeezes
 26. Earthy pigments
 29. Scorch
 30. MASH actor ____ Alda
 31. Overburdened
 37. Compels (archaic)
 39. Black cuckoo bird
 40. Destitute
 41. Hostile
 44. Fury
 45. ____day
 46. Loves intensely
 48. Native medicine men
 52. Fills with wonder
 53. Capital of Lesotho
 54. Chromosome pair fusion (Biology)
 58. Largest continent
 59. Quote
 61. Not true nor genuine
 62. Comedian ____ Laurel
 63. 60 minutes
 64. French for “School”
 65. Female chickens
 66. Stars
 67. More recent 

 DOWN
 1. Sheep sounds
 2. Thomas ____ Edison
 3. Horse of different colors

 4. Agar
 5. Strap around the neck
 6. Split
 7. Not difficult
 8. Radio Corporation of 

America
 9. Impartial
 10. Tractor-trailer trucks
 11. Talons
 12. Seaweeds 
 13. Periods of precipitation
 21. “____ facto” = by that 

very fact
 23. _____autics = science of 

flight
 25. Danger
 26. Hawaiian island
 27. Tribe
 28. 1/2
 29. Bestows or propels
 32. Blades of a windmill
 33. Aviation and  astronautics
 34. Beloved
 35. Meeting of two surfaces
 36. Colors
 38. Indian stringed 

instrument 42. 
Castrated men

 43. Action noting boredom or 
fatigue

 47. Overpower with noise
 48. Shatter
 49. Hurry
 50. Pertaining to the largest 

continent
 51. Averages
 52. _____ Rock, Australia
54. Render senseless
55. Not fast
56. Small island
57. Fortune teller
60. Debt
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of the student community 
of Garo Hills in particular 
and Meghalaya. Loyola has 
provided a platform for the 
growth and development 
of education sector in the 
region, which is very im-
portant for a progressive 
society,” he said, while 
lauding Loyola College for 
initiating intervention for 
growth of education in the 
region.

He urged the students 
to develop competitive 
spirit and strive for excel-

lence.
“Education has been a 

priority for us and we have 
budgeted close to 2000 cr. 
All these year, almost 90 
percent funds were spent 
for administrative pur-
poses, while only 10 per 
cent for development of 
infrastructure.  “The sci-
ence programme of Loy-
ola is a significant step 
towards science educa-
tion in Garo Hills with a 
plan for research in higher 
secondary, undergradu-

ate, master’s and doctoral 
levels. It has been the ex-
pressed desire of the peo-
ple of this land to have 
a science stream in Loy-
ola to promote scientific 
knowledge and temper in 
students. Loyola promotes 
Mathematics, the queen of 
science that cuts across all 
the streams of science. The 
inauguration of the Sci-
ence programme of Loyola 
by the chief minister is the 
beginning of a research 
mission”, Fr. Sunny added.

from each district out of 
the 10 districts of Assam 
took part in World organic 
Expo-2018, the farmers 
have carried out the or-
ganic agriculture products 
such as paddy, black rice, 
pineapples, vegetables, 
ginger, turmeric, mustard, 
potato, Joha rice and dis-
played in the stall. These 
products are free from 
using any fertiliser. Prod-

ucts from Assam had huge 
demands in the expo, each 
Assam lemon cost at the 
rate of INR 10 and each 
Pineapple at INR 150. 

Dr. Takuria also in-
formed, there were more 
than 300 stalls displayed 
in the expo. Products from 
Karbi Anglong such as gin-
ger, turmeric, black rice 
and chilly (bhoot jolikia) 
were displayed in the stall 

these are very unique and 
special in quality, that is 
why we get a good de-
mand and price from the 
buyers, the farmers has 
sold morethan 10-20 times 
morethan their local mar-
ket still the farmer could 
not fulfill the demands of 
the buyers.  Pineapples 
from Boko area of Assam 
is the best, the farmer sold 
per piece at INR 150. 
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RBI to maintain status quo in 
August policy meet — Experts

PM lays foundation of Mobile Open 
Exchange Zone at WTC Noida

‘International brands will set quality standards for India’

New Delhi, July 29 (PTI): The 
Reserve Bank is likely to maintain 
status quo on the key interest rate 
on Wednesday notwithstanding 
elevated oil prices and govern-
ment’s announcement to steeply 
hike minimum support price for 
kharif crops, opined experts. 

The central bank had increased 
the benchmark short term lending 
rate(repo rate) by 0.25 per cent to 
6.25 per cent in its last monetary 
policy review in June on inflation-
ary concerns.

Reserve Bank Governor Urjit 
Patel-headed Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) will begin its 
three-day deliberations from Mon-
day in Mumbai to decide on the 
interest rate.

The decision of the second bi-
monthly monetary policy review 
of 2018-19 will be made public in 
the afternoon of August 1.

The retail inflation, which is 
factored in by the MPC, spiked to 
a five-month high of 5 per cent in 
June on costlier fuel. 

The government has mandat-
ed the Reserve Bank to keep infla-
tion at 4 per cent (+/- 2 per cent).

Crude oil prices have come off 
three year high, but continue to be 
volatile threatening inflation and 
current account deficit.

India’s largest bank SBI feels 
that RBI may not go for another 
round of rate hike at this juncture. 

“We believe August rate deci-
sion is a close call, though we be-
lieve status quo rather than a hike 
looks the best option,” SBI said in 
a research report. 

The only reason for a rate hike 
by RBI at this juncture might be to 
“satiate the self fulfilling prophecy” 
of market expectations of a rate 
hike to stem the rupee deprecia-
tion (though rupee depreciated by 
3 per cent post June), it added.

In SBI’s view, inflation risks are 

still evenly balanced. 
While the MSP hike could sta-

tistically push up CPI by 73 basis 
points, such inflation is unlikely to 
materialise as it is purely subject 
to procurement by the Central 
government/State Government. 

Earlier this month, the Un-
ion Cabinet steeply hiked the 
minimum support price for kharif 
crops, including Rs 200 per quin-
tal for paddy, as the government 
looked to fulfil its poll promise to 
give farmers 50 per cent more rate 
than their cost of production. 

Edelweiss Securities in a re-

search note said: “In the upcoming 
policy review, we expect MPC to 
maintain its neutral stance while 
keeping the rates unchanged”.

Global financial services ma-
jor DBS in a research report, 
however said RBI is expected to 
go for further rate hikes this fis-
cal, with the next increase in the 
August meet.

According to DBS, upside risks 
to inflation and a need to maintain 
financial markets’ stability will 
keep monetary policy on a tight-
ening bias.

“We expect 50 bps more hikes 
in 2018-19, with the next likely in 
August,” Radhika Rao, an econo-
mist with DBS said.

Private sector lender HDFC 
Bank believes that the decision on 
rate hike is a “close call” for RBI, 
but its rate-setting panel will go for 
a status quo on key policy rates in 
the upcoming policy review meet.

“It’s a close call and a tough 
balancing act, but we expect RBI to 
tilt in favour of a ‘hold’,” its house 
economists said in a note. 

On the MSP hike, it said there 
is some uncertainty but it is pru-
dent for RBI to wait and watch as 
rainfall distribution, procurement 
for items other than rice and wheat 
will decide the way forward.

Lucknow, July 29 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today laid the foun-
dation of India’s first Mo-
bile Open Exchange Zone 
(MOX) at World Trade Cen-
tre, Noida, at a ground 
breaking ceremony here 
which saw the launch of 81 
investment projects worth 
over Rs 60,000 crore in Ut-
tar Pradesh. 

The Uttar Pradesh 
government had earlier 

this year signed an MoU 
with World Trade Center, 
Noida, to develop a ‘tech 
zone’ as a nucleus of the 
Mobile Open Exchange 
Zone (MOX).

The prime minister in 
his address said India was 
being recognised as a mo-
bile phone manufacturing 
hub. 

The country had be-
come the second largest 
mobile phone manufac-

New Delhi, July 29 (IANS): Be it 
the food and beverage industry 
or fashion and cosmetics, India 
is flooded with products from 
international brands. UK-born 
chef Shaun Kenworthy sees it 
as a good move as he believes 
the international brands will set 
“strict standardisation of quality 
of products”.

Kenworthy arrived in India 
in 2000. And he is not that im-
pressed with the Indian supply 
chain.

“I don’t know where my 
chicken is coming from or the 
vegetables. With the internation-
al brands coming in, all those 
things will change eventually... if 
we talk about the bigger picture. 
And that’s something that India 
needs. 

“What they (international 
brands) do is set strict standardi-
sation of quality of products,” 
Kenworthy, who was here, told 
IANS.

He also pointed out that In-
dia is now more open to global 
cuisine.

“When I was in Delhi (2000), 
I couldn’t get a red capsicum or 
iceberg lettuce. The idea of get-
ting a zucchini on a regular basis 
was impossible. People were 
used to ordering pizzas from 
Nirula’s. So, things have started 
changing drastically,” said the 
chef, who has worked at The 
Park Hotels, The Hyatt Regency 
and many cafes and clubs across 
the country.

Back then, people in Delhi 
were also against the idea of 

having something like the Japa-
nese dish sushi, which is now 
extremely popular here. 

“I was asked ‘Who is go-
ing to eat sushi? This raw fish. 
What rubbish. It will never work 
in India’. Obviously, India has 
changed that much,” said Ken-
worthy, who started his career 
as a pastry chef.

The change is not just visible 
in Indian metro cities.

“Now the whole country is 
on the move and not just the 
metros. Cities like Indore and 
Bhopal... everywhere it is chang-
ing. Everyone is excited about 
something new.”

Kenworthy, who is based 
in Kolkata, is also the culinary 
director for Millie’s Cookies. The 
UK’s celebrated cookies brand’s 

first Indian store was launched 
here earlier this month. It has 
entered the country through a 
franchise route in association 
with World Iconic Brands.

“I have always liked Mil-
lie’s. We have started off with a 
variation of cookies. We have 
mixed nut cookies, chocolate 
variations and more. We have 
variation of cookie shakes and 
cookie-based desserts too. The 
chocolate, cocoa powder and all 
are imported. We are not using 
any compound chocolates. We 
want to keep the brand pure,” 
he said.

There is a bit of ‘Indianisa-
tion’ too.

“When the festive seasons 
come, we will definitely work 
on Indian flavours which I am 

excited about,” he said.
Sharing some examples, he 

said: “We have an ice cream-
based dessert. It is based on the 
idea of kulfi. There is also a shake 
like phirni.”

But is it necessary for in-
ternational brands to give an 
Indian touch?

“I have an interest in in-
troducing things inspired by 
Indian cuisine. It is always 
a good thing in India or any 
country. If I am going to China 
for a cookie demonstration, I 
would spend a day roaming 
around and then cook some-
thing that Chinese can relate to 
but within kind of my rules and 
style of cooking. 

“I don’t think it is bad,” he 
said.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks at a ground breaking cer-
emony to launch various projects worth 60,000 crore rupees, at 
Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow on Sunday, July 29, 2018. The 
ceremony was held to implement 81 of over 1,000 MoUs signed at 
the Uttar Pradesh Investors’ Summit organized earlier this year.

Market Outlook

Abolish APMC cess, professional tax under GST — Maha traders

LG’s $1,830 
smartphone to hit the 
shelves next month

Infosys setting software 
development centre in Noida

Paytm to build 
‘New Retail’ vertical

Auditors should not quit audit work of firms halfway — Pai

Monetary policy, macro-
data, monsoon to set 
equity markets’ course 

Mumbai, July 29 (PTI): Ma-
harashtra traders have urged 
the government to abolish 
the APMC cess and profes-
sional tax under the goods 
and services tax (GST).

The Chamber of Associa-
tions of Maharashtra Indus-
try and Trade (CAMIT) along 
with the Poona Merchant 
Chamber and Federation of 
Associations of Traders Pune 
also noted that the plastic 
ban in Maharashtra was ill-
timed.

They appealed to the 
state government to post-
pone the ban unless viable 

and durable alternate to 
plastic is identified.

“We are in favour of pro-
tecting the environment but 
without viable and durable 
alternative of plastics - spe-
cifically plastic for packaging 
- the blanket ban on plastic 
is creating more hassle to 
general public, traders and 
Industries of Maharashtra,” 
they said in a statement.

The traders also strongly 
opposed FDI in retail and 
objected to the back-door 
entry of Wall Mart in India 
via domestic e-commerce 
player Flipkart.

Tata Group HQ Bombay 
House reopens post-reno-
vation 

Salt-to-software con-
glomerate Tata Group said 
today it has re-opened its 
global headquarters Bom-
bay House, marking the 
114th birth anniversary of its 
former chairman J R D Tata.

Built in 1924, the 94-year-
old heritage building has 
undergone refurbishment 
and restoration for the first 
time in its history. The entire 
exercise took nine months.

Tata Sons Chairman 
Emeritus Ratan Tata inau-

gurated it in the presence of 
group Chairman N Chan-
drasekaran and other em-
ployees.

“The new office space 
wears a modern look with 
well- designed common 
and collaborative spaces to 
meet the requirements of 
business today,” it said in a 
statement. 

Bombay House was built 
on two plots of land bought 
by Sir Dorabji Tata, the 
group’s second Chairman 
and Jamsetji Tata’s elder son, 
from the civic body of Bom-
bay (now Mumbai) in 1920.

Seoul, July 29 (IANS): LG 
Electronics on Sunday 
said it will sell the super-
premium version of the 
V35 smartphone, priced at 
a $1,830, from August 20.

Before the “LG Sig-
nature Edition” smart-
phone hits store shelves 
next month, interested 
customers will get a two-
week pre-order period, 
Yonhap news agency re-
ported. 

Only 300 units of the 
limited edition phone will 
be sold overall. The device 
will be covered with the 
zirconium ceramic mate-
rial, which is resistant to 
abrasion and corrosion, 
LG said.

The South Korean 
tech major said it had al-
located staff exclusively 
for warranty services of 

the device, and it can also 
engrave the names of us-
ers on the device upon 
request.

The device comes 
bundled with earphones 
made by Danish consum-
er electronics company 
Bang & Olufsen and will 
have 256GB internal stor-
age.

Running on Android’s 
latest Oreo operating 
system, the device sup-
ports LG Pay, a payment 
platform developed by 
LG that can be used on 
traditional credit card ma-
chines.

The 2017 version of 
LG Signature Edition 
launched in December 
was sold out and the com-
pany expects the same 
kind of demand this time 
around.

Noida, July 29 (IANS): Global 
software major Infosys is set-
ting up a software develop-
ment centre in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Noida at a cost of Rs 750 crore, 
the company said on Sunday.

“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi felicitated our project 
at Noida with Rs 750-crore in-
vestment in phase-I which will 
have seats for 5,000 techies,” 
said the Bengaluru-based IT 
major in a statement here.

Modi has hailed Infosys for 
expanding its presence to Ut-
tar Pradesh as part of the ‘Ris-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Powering 

New India’ event in Lucknow, 
held to boost infrastructure 
capability in the state.

The state government has 
allocated 27.5 acres of land 
for the facility in Sector-85, 
Noida.

“We are honoured that 
Modi has felicitated our up-
coming Noida facility, which is 
a part of our effort to enhance 
our presence in the National 
Capital Region and leverage 
the talent pool available in this 
market,” said Infosys Chief 
Executive Salil Parekh on the 
occasion.

New Delhi, July 29 (PTI): An 
auditor should give a disclaimer 
saying that it cannot express 
an opinion if accounts of the 
company are incorrect, instead 
of leaving the audit work half-
way, IT veteran T V Mohandas 
Pai said. 

In recent times, scores of 
auditors have left audit work of 
companies, mostly listed ones, 
citing various reasons.

The former Infosys direc-
tor said now the instances of 
auditors quitting listed firms 
“is happening more because 
Sebi banned Price Waterhouse 

for two years after the Satyam 
thing”.

“Earlier, the auditors were 
not afraid. But now, they fear 
that if they are caught, Sebi 
would ban them,” Pai told PTI 
in an interview.

Earlier this year, the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) had barred Price 
Waterhouse network firms from 
issuing audit certificates to any 
listed company in India for two 
years after finding the audit 
major guilty in the multi-crore 
Satyam Computer Services 
scam that came to light in Janu-

ary 2009.
“If an auditor is taking up 

an audit, the auditor must have 
courage to stand up, qualify the 
accounts or give a disclaim-
er to say that it can’t express 
an opinion because they are 
cooked up. They should not 
just chicken out and go. “If they 
chicken out and go, the regula-
tor should prosecute them,” 
Pai said.

In recent weeks, Price Wa-
terhouse quit audit mandate of 
Vakrangee and Atlanta, while 
Deloitte resigned as statutory 
auditor of Manpasand Bever-

ages. All three are listed com-
panies.

According to Pai, it is not 
correct if the auditors go half-
way and then quit the audit 
work of the firm, as then “no-
body will touch that company”.

He said that once the audi-
tors take up an audit work, they 
must complete it and give a 
disclaimer saying that the books 
cannot give a true and fair view 
and so we are unable to give a 
true and fair view.

“The regulator... must pass a 
rule to say that once you (audi-
tor) take up an audit, until you 

complete the work you can’t go,” 
Pai said.

Last month, Minister of 
State for Corporate Affairs P P 
Chaudhary had said that the 
ministry is examining recent 
cases of resignation of auditors 
from companies. 

The Companies Act, 2013 
contains elaborate provisions 
regarding liability of statutory 
auditors in case an auditor has 
contravened the provisions 
knowingly or wilfully with the 
intention to deceive the compa-
ny or its shareholders or credi-
tors or tax authorities.

Mumbai, July 29 (IANS): The 
upcoming monetary policy 
review coupled with the ongo-
ing financial results season 
and key macro-economic data 
points will influence the trajec-
tory of key equity indices in the 
week ahead, analysts opined.

According to market ob-
servers, direction of foreign 
fund flows, rupee’s movement 
against the US dollar as well as 
global crude oil prices will also 
affect investors sentiments.

“The next week is domi-
nated by macro data and RBI 
monetary policy meeting,” 
Devendra Nevgi, Founder and 
Principal Partner, Delta Global 
Partners, told IANS.

“On the RBI policy, the 
markets are divided on policy 
rate hike in the next weeks 
meeting. The decision weight-
age given by MPC to core infla-
tion is crucial and whether RBI 
changes its stance from neutral 
to hawkish. RBI is likely to be 
data dependent and cautious 
on hikes.”

Besides the monetary 
policy review slated for July 
31-August 1, investors will 
look out for macro-economic 
data points such as the eight 
core industries’ (ECI) output 
and the country’s fiscal deficit 
numbers.

In addition, the PMI 
manufacturing and services’ 
figures, along with monthly 
automobile sales data will be 
released during the week.

Furthermore, companies 
like Axis Bank, HDFC, Idea 
Cellular, IndiGo, Piramal En-
terprises, Tech Mahindra, EIH, 
Tata Motors, Vedanta, Reliance 
Infra, ONGC and SAIL are ex-
pected to announce their Q1 
earning results next week.

“Going forward, besides 

the movement of rupee against 
the dollar and crude oil price 
movement, the next batch of 
April to June 2018 quarterly 
earnings and developments 
in monsoon session of parlia-
ment will dictate trend on 
the bourses next week,” SMC 
Investments & Advisors Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor D.K. Aggarwal told IANS. 
On a weekly basis, the rupee 
strengthened by 19 paise to 
close at 68.66 from its previ-
ous week’s close of 68.85 per 
greenback.

In terms of investments, 
provisional figures from the 
stock exchanges showed that 
foreign institutional inves-
tors bought scrip worth Rs 
2,539.58 crore during the previ-
ous week.

As per technical charts, 
the underlying trend for the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) Nifty remains bullish 
as it closed last week on a new 
record high. 

“It could now face resist-
ance at 11,410 points-level, 
while downside support is 
at 11,071-points-mark,” said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail 
Research at HDFC Securities.

Last week, the S&P BSE 
Sensex and NSE Nifty50 closed 
at their respective high levels 
on the back of healthy quarter-
ly earnings and GST rate cuts 
on over 50 consumer items.

Consequently, the barom-
eter 30-scrip Sensex of the BSE 
closed at 37,336.85 points -- up 
840.48 points or 2.30 per cent 
from the previous close. 

Similarly, the wider Nif-
ty50 on the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) settled at 
11,278.35 points, higher by 
268.15 points or 2.44 per cent -- 
from its previous week’s close.

turer in the world.
Earlier this month, 

Modi had inaugurated a 
35-acre Samsung Elec-
tronics expanded facility 
in Noida, which is touted 
to be the world’s largest 
mobile phone production 
unit in terms of a number 
of devices rolled out every 
month.

MoX@Techzone is a 
dedicated ecosystem for 
the mobile industry that 
will provide an integrated 
platform to manufactur-
ers, research and other al-
lied industries, the compa-
ny said in a press release.

“We are delighted that 
the World Trade Center, 
Noida, will facilitate Mo-
bile Open Exchange Zone 
(MOX). This unique zone 
will be monumental in 
attracting investment and 
the area will reap huge 
benefits from it,” it quoted 
Advisor to World Trade 
Centre PK Alok as saying. 

Alok said MoX will har-
ness the potential of Great-
er Noida and will make it 
the preferred destination 
for electronics and mo-
bile industry, the release 
added.

Mumbai, July 29 (IANS): Digital pay-
ments company Paytm on Saturday said 
that it will build a “New Retail” model 
to equip shopkeepers with technology, 
logistics and marketing capabilities.

According to One97 Communica-
tions, that owns the brand Paytm, under 
the new model, “consumers will soon 
be able to discover nearby pharmacies, 
groceries and other shops to place an 
order and get instant deliveries”. 

“Paytm is also building P2P logistics 
with a rider network spread across the 
country which will be utilised for intra-
city deliveries,” the company said in a 
statement.

“The company has already part-
nered with a large network of local 
shops, restaurants, pharmacies and 
groceries for accepting payments and 
will soon extend ‘New Retail’ services 
to them.”

Paytm Founder and CEO Vijay Shek-
har Sharma said that local ordering is 
expected to become one third of Paytm 
orders and GMV (Gross Merchandise 
Value) by 2020.

As per the statement, Renu Satti 
will lead the charge as COO of this new 
initative. 

“In the past, she has built businesses 
ground up that include marketplace, 
movie ticketing and most recently Paytm 
Payments Bank. Renu Satti has already 
resigned from Paytm Paymnets Bank 
CEO position and the Bank will soon be 
recruiting a new CEO,” the statement 
said.
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India’s Forgotten 
Children, India’s Shame 

B
y starvation or by poison, whatever may be the 
cause of their deaths, the fact remains that we 
have failed as a nation in protecting our chil-
dren, who are our future assets. The debate 

whether it was a failure of the society or the administra-
tion might continue for years. But it cannot be denied 
that children in India do not get proper attention either 
from the society or from the administration. A change 
is clearly much necessary in the way we bring up our 
children. If we delay in bringing the change that is nec-
essary in this regard, it is certain that many more Man-
dawali will be repeated across the country.

A close look at the Global Hunger Index will prove 
how bad the situation is in our country. India is ranked 
100 in that index. Countries like Nepal, Myanmar, and 
Bangladesh are all well ahead of us. Even North Korea, 
the country which many consider a forbidden land, is 
ahead of India. In that index it has also been mentioned 
that most children in India are suffering from malnutri-
tion. Nearly half of our children go to sleep every night 
with food less than what is required. Even more wor-
rying is the fact that starvation, globally, has been re-
duced by 27 per cent during the past 18 years. In India it 
is only 18 per cent. The National Family Health Survey 
also has admitted that nearly seven and a half crore (58 
per cent) children are anemic.

It’s a pity that while we Indians are ever ready to talk 
about everything under the Sun, we rarely discuss the 
burning issue of childcare. This is why we are showing 
sympathy to our children only after the death of three 
children in the national capital. But soon Mandawali 
will be forgotten in the same way we forgot the death 
of infants at the Gorakhpur Hospital in Uttar Pradesh, 
or at the BC Roy Hospital in West Bengal. It has now 
become virtually a rule in our country that every year 
such incidents happen. We will raise hue and cry for a 
week after which everything is swept under the carpet. 
It would seem that we have vowed not to learn any les-
son from such tragic incidents.

It was a couple of years ago that the skeletons of a 
number of children were discovered from a drain in 
Nithari, not very far off from Delhi. It was found later 
that all the victims were from poor families. The killers 
took advantage of their poverty. A proposal was then 
made that shelters be made to keep the children safe 
where they would receive food and be able to study as 
well — the children spend a major part of the day alone 
either at home or on the roads as their parents go out to 
earn a livelihood. But the proposal is still gathering dust 
as almost everyone in the country has forgotten Nith-
ari. So, one can be sure that whatever is being proposed 
now after the Mandawali incident may not see the light 
of the day. Proposals will gather dust and children will 
continue to die as usual. This is the true picture of In-
dia, a nation that got independence 71 years ago. What 
a shame.

A Literary Rainbow: An Array of 
Inspiring Authors Across Genres

Vikas Datta | IANS

L
ife has been variously termed a bowl of cher-
ries (which may be sweet but include pits) or 
a box of chocolates (you never know what you 
may get or when they run out) or so if we stick 

to food similes. As for food for the mind, how does 
literature, its usually faithful recorder or sometimes 
unconventional interpreter, compare?

Diligent and discerning readers may term it a 
bowl of salad (mixed flavours improve taste) or a bag 
of crisps/peanuts (you can’t stop at just one piece or 
serving), but the bottomline remains that variety is 
the spice of all things literary too as well as life.

As this venture, begun five years back, ends 
with this instalment, lets me focus on some accom-
plished, favourite authors, having figured here - or 
planned for later - for a wide cross-genre panorama.

Let us confine the number to the magical seven - 
manifested in the seven days of the week, the seven 
deadly sins, the seven seas (or heavens or veils for 
dancing), Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, the Mag-
nificent Seven and so on.

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson aka ‘Lewis Car-
roll’, with his “Alice in Wonderland” (and its sequel 
“Through the Looking-Glass”), didn’t only pen a 
much-loved children’s tale - for the time when read-
ing was a favoured pastime - but also offered a surre-
al evocation of a dream world, with all its “logic” and 
a subtle but sharp attack on the real-world “logic”. 

And then Carroll shows his poetic parody skills 
in both works while inventing new humorous verse 
- “The Walrus and the Carpenter” is an absolute treat. 
This virtuosity can also be found, in much greater 
length and scope, in “The Hunting of the Snark”.

From nonsensical satire to political satire is not 
a very long step, and this brings us to Mikhail Afa-
nasyevich Bulgakov. 

Though he had at least a dozen works apart from 
his stage oeuvre, his immortal, though much posthu-
mously published, masterpiece remains “The Master 
and Margarita”.

A parallel tale of star-crossed lovers, the Devil 
and his entourage in Stalinist Moscow and Jesus of 
Nazareth, it is simultaneously slapstick, trenchant 
satire targeting some aspects of its Soviet setting - bu-
reaucratization (and repression) of culture, but also 
people’s vanity, gullibility, and greed - especially for 
consumer goods, and an account of Jesus the man. 

But in all readings, there are powerful undercur-
rents of faith, love and redemption, and above all, 
abiding hope for resilience of human creativity, in 
just three words - “Rukopisi ne goryat (Manuscripts 
don’t burn). 

When it comes to humour, there is no short-
age of choices. But even besides P.G. Wodehouse 
or Richard Gordon of the uproarious “Doctors” se-
ries, there is also George MacDonald Fraser, whose 
“McAuslan” trilogy is a thinly-disguised autobi-
ography of his post WWII service as an officer in a 
Highland Scottish regiment, but pales before his 
“Flashman” series, an irreverent, intensely political 
incorrect but meticulously-researched and plotted 
look at a large expanse of the 19th century conflicts 
across five continents. 

On the “real” world, Nevil Shute was a once popu-
lar author, whose two dozen odd novels, published 
between 1926 and 1961, span romance to redemp-
tion, religion to reincarnation, and cross-cultural re-
lations to a post-apocalyptic scenario. 

Each one is a classic, but three representatives 
works could be “Pied Piper”, in which an elderly 
Englishman, vacationing in France as the Germans 
evade, successfully leads seven children to safety, 
and “Round the Bend”, where a new religion based 
on good work rises around an aircraft mechanic and 
Shute minces no word in condemning race-based 
immigration policies.

Then there is “Trustee from the Toolroom”, his last 
novel, in which a mild-mannered English mechani-
cal model manufacturer has to mount a desperate 
mission - into South Pacific - to safeguard the legacy 
of his recently-orphaned niece. But what appears 
a mission impossible is smoothened by all sorts to 

men - and why is what the book is about.
For romance and relationships, in both their 

light and dark versions, there is no one to beat the 
irrepressible Kiran Manral, whose versatility is only 
matched by her prodigious and regular output. From 
“All Aboard” to “The Face at the Window” to the latest 
“Missing, Presumed Dead”, she can delight and chill 
you. 

Closely-tied is Laaleen Sukhera, who shows how 
Jane Austen’s spirit survives in the subcontinent with 
her curated “Austenistan”. 

And then for wartime adventure, there is Alan 
Furst, whose intricately-plotted two-dozen-odd sto-
ries offer a nostalgic and wide look at pre-World War 
II Europe, especially the Balkans. 

For crime fiction, especially the police proce-
dural variant, there is the husband and wife team of 
Per Wahloo and Maj Sjolwall, the progenitors of the 
Scandinavian crime genre, with their 10-instalment 
Martin Beck series, which also looks at the social 
ramifications of crime and its personal effect on law 
enforcers. 

For a more contemporary look, especially against 
the backdrop of terrorism in Pakistan, there is Cheryl 
Bernard’s one off “Murder in Peshawar” and Karachi 
police officer Omar Shahid Hamid with his “The Pris-
oner” and the more chilling “The Spinner’s Tale”.

There are many more to be cited, but this should 
suffice till we meet again.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor at IANS. The 
views expressed are personal. He can be contacted at  

vikas.d@ians.in ) 

God equips us to overcome obstacles and 
complete the tasks He’s given us to do.

We gathered monthly to hold one another account-
able to our individual goals. My friend Mary wanted 
to reupholster the seats of her dining room chairs 

before the year’s end. At our November meeting she wittily 
reported her progress from October: “It took ten months and 
two hours to recover my chairs.” After months of not being 
able to obtain the materials required, or find the quiet hours 
away from her demanding job and her toddler’s needs, the 
project took merely two hours of committed work to finish.

The Lord called Nehemiah to a far greater project: to 
bring restoration to Jerusalem after its walls had lain in ruin 
for 150 years (Nehemiah 2:3–5, 12). As he led the people 
in the labor, they experienced mockery, attacks, distraction, 
and temptation to sin (4:3, 8; 6:10–12). Yet God equipped 
them to stand firm—resolute in their efforts—completing a 
daunting task in just fifty-two days.

Overcoming such challenges requires much more than 
a personal desire or goal; Nehemiah was driven by an un-
derstanding that God appointed him to the task. His sense 
of purpose invigorated the people to follow his leadership 
despite incredible opposition. When God charges us with 
a task—whether to repair a relationship or share what He’s 
done in our lives—He gives us whatever skills and strength 
are necessary to continue in our effort to do what He’s 
asked, no matter what challenges come our way.

Lord, please equip me with Your strength to persevere 
and finish the tasks You’ve given me. May my labors 

bring You glory.

DAILY

PATH
Overcoming 
Challenges

BIBLE READ:   NEHEMIAH 6:1–9, 15  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, 

in fifty-two days.           
~  Nehemiah 6:15

Longrangty Longchar 

Finding the joy in simple things
Life As It Is…

A
nother hectic week passed by, 
but it’s a blessed Sunday after-
noon.  Attending the Town Bap-
tist Church with my colleague 

Neikuo inside the well-ventilated and 
spacious church was a quieting moment 
after days of wrenching news and infor-
mation out of press statements, from the 
‘news makers’ and the like. 

To be quite honest, Angami language 
is one among the many Naga languages 
that I cannot understand. My stay at Ko-
hima for a year or two at during 2005-06, 
despite the many good Angami friends, 
all I could learn was something like 
‘matsü-lamei?’ and “zutho phamelie?”. 
Besides that I don’t remember much. 

So, as the pastor Rev Velodi Sakhire 
delivered the sermon, I could not fol-
low much of what he was saying, but I 
did get the essence of his whole sermon 
which he delivered in all earnestness (he 
is one of the few theological preachers 
that I appreciate and like to listen to just 
like listening to the preaching of Ketheo-
ser Kevichusa, Rev Dr Mar Atsongchang-
er and some others). I could follow the 
essence because of the usage of the 

word like Edom (that biblical kingdom), 
Babylon and Jerusalem, a phrase about 
prayer being addressed to God, vindica-
tion of God etc. 

Looking back, I can’t help but think 
that our lives has become more compli-
cated, perhaps of our over thinking, of 
trying to too hard believing in our own 
self-induced fallacious human powers 
and perhaps of our love for complexities 
instead of the simple things of life. 

All these years, while I look back, 
from the school and college days, being 
inspired by the Romantic poems, the 
likes of Shelly, Keats and Wordsworth 
which was accentuated by some very 
fine teachers, the burning (or the an-
ger) in the heart persisted in me and my 
friends, especially my dear friend Late 
Taliakum (may his soul rest in peace). 

But the toll of having that anger, of 
seeing the world and life from a different 
perspective on the personal life, I think 
as I am writing this, was quite huge. The 
saddest part being unable to find the 
little amount of joy in the everyday life 

– like when your best friend (Tommy, 
Conrad, Marshal, Sammy, Aries etc, all 
of them have passed away, by the way) 
leaps welcomingly at you when you 
come home after a late night meeting or 
work; like when you failed to appreciate 
the smile in the face of a young girl and 
instead frowned; like when you failed to 
realize that the friendly restaurant own-
er was just trying to be friendly, and not 
condescending, when she offered you 
the chicken curry (I have had this aver-
sion - not allergic - to chicken, especially 
broiler chicken meat) and failed to see 
the love in her eyes instead of being of-
fended…

All this life that I have lived, I have 
always maintained the mantra ‘sim-
plicity is the essence of life’, be it in my 
scribbling of thoughts or way of life. And 
being a hopeless romanticist inspired 
by the great poets of the Romantic Age, 
I have always been saying that ‘the sim-
plest things in life are often the most 
beautiful’. 

Somewhere along the line, I might 

have lost track. But as my friend, Late 
Taliakum Pongen, who was a poet, a 
radical and one of the best human be-
ings that I have met so far, would often 
say, ‘It’s never too late with God.’ Some-
how, those words still reverberates in my 
mind. My brother, Dr Bendang would 
also often say, ‘I have no right to say this, 
but do pray…it helps”. 

Somehow, the anger has subsided 
and the quiet moment in the church did 
help. Now, I remember reading some-
where long time back, a quote by Ma-
donna, the singer (I read it in one of the 
quote books compiled by my sister Amen 
way back in the 90’s), who  said, “The 
only mistake in life is not knowing how 
to be happy.” 

I think the best way to be happy is 
to appreciate the simple things in life, 
smile at it and feel that joy in your heart. 
Somehow, I miss feeding the grains to 
the sparrows and the sweet smell of roses 
in the garden. But then, simple things in 
life come in simple forms. You just need 
to look at it, not with hatred but with love 
in your heart. God Bless you all.   

 (Longranty Longchar is a senior  
sub-editor at Eastern Mirror.  

He can be contacted at longranty@
easternmirrornagaland.com)

Laaleen Sukhera, the subcontinental literary heir to Jane Austen. 
(IANS)

Versatile and prodigious author Kiran Manral. (IANS)

Maj Sjowall and Per Wahloo, the Swedish husband-wife team, 
who invented Nordic noir. (IANS)

Nevil Shute, a versatile author popular for most of the 20th 
century. (IANS)

Bulgakov - The tormented Russian writer of one of 20th century’s 
masterpieces. (IANS)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Just when you 
think you have absolutely no energy left, 
you’re able to kick into a higher gear. Push be-
yond your limits today, Aries. You’ll find that 

you can achieve a great deal more than you thought. All 
you need to do is have confidence in yourself and try. 
You have a lot of dynamic power on your side. You will 
find that your strength is greater than ever.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Regardless of 
how you feel today, Taurus, it’s important to 
own up to your mistakes. Keep in mind that 
you’re responsible for your actions. No mat-

ter how much you might want to shrink away, it’s im-
portant to stand up and admit your weaknesses. Take 
bold action today in which you command control of 
the situation and hold yourself responsible for the con-
sequences.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): There’s an impor-
tant lesson to learn today, Gemini, so don’t 
shy away from the classroom. It’s important 
to control your attitude now or it’s likely to 

control you. It could be that your ego is a bit too inflat-
ed. You may end up turning people away if you aren’t 
aware of how your actions affect them. Or it could be 
that you need to change your approach.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Consider the 
romantic relationships in your life right 
now, Cancer. It’s important to remember 
that regardless of how hot and steamy a 

partnership is at first, it’s vitally important that there 
be something to replace that attraction once the initial 
romance wears off. Build your relationships from the 
ground up. Make sure that your romantic partner is 
also one of your very best friends.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today is your day 
to become a hero, Leo. You don’t have to be 
dressed in fancy tights and a cape to make an 
important difference in someone’s life. Step 

up to the plate even if it isn’t your turn at bat. True he-
roes are the ones who are able to do what needs to be 
done when necessary, regardless of the circumstances.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): There’s a great 
deal of fun to be had today, Virgo. Money 
isn’t always necessary to make this hap-
pen, however. In fact, money isn’t a great 

way to keep score. Consider the sacrifices you make 
each time you strive to earn more cash. There’s a 
dynamic feeling in the air today that’s asking you to 
expand your mind in order to consider other ways 
to have fun.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Remember that 
the important thing isn’t necessarily what 
you’re doing but the people you’re with, Li-
bra. There’s a great deal of passion in the 

air today that you can latch onto and put to good use. 
Have fun and remember to smile. You can make a great 
deal of progress toward your goals as long as you stay 
motivated. Connect with others and feel the strength 
of shared resources.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You could learn 
a tough lesson today, Scorpio. More than like-
ly, the harder the message hits you, the more 
important it was for you to hear. It’s important 

that you accept failure gracefully. It could be that the one 
who kicks you when you’re down will also be the one 
who helps you get up. There are strange twists to this day 
that you may not expect. Take things in stride.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There’s a 
great deal of fuel to keep your fire raging to-
day, Sagittarius. Powerful situations are apt to 
come your way in which you’re asked to take 

decisive action. Don’t shy away from added respon-
sibility. Your ego is very strong, which helps you take 
charge of any situation. Just make sure that you don’t 
step on anyone’s toes in the process.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Remember 
that one wrong move today could cause you 
to have a headache for a good long while, 
Capricorn. Don’t take uncalculated risks. 

There’s dynamism and confidence in the air, and even 
though you may be tempted to step off the ledge, think 
twice about doing so. Keep your parachute handy. Main-
tain your internal power by celebrating your uniqueness 
instead of your need to show off your daredevil spirit.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): It’s a long road 
to becoming exactly the person you want to 
be, Aquarius. You can’t change who you are. 
Input from every person you know and les-

sons from every bump in the road contribute to who 
you are as a person. Be proud of yourself, but also realize 
that there’s a great deal more internal development that 
needs to be done. Meditate or be alone for a little while.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You should always 
leave a loved one with loving words, Pisces. 
Each time you exit a room, consider that you’re 
never going to enter that room again. Perhaps 

you’ll never see those people again. Make sure you take 
care of the people you like. People might need extra at-
tention today to feel appreciated and important to you. 
Cuddle up to the people who mean the most to you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Z.K. Pahrü Pou

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons

Nagas and Meiteis Must Live Together as Good Neighbours

I
n the year 2013, the United Na-
tions designated July 30 as the 
World Day against Trafficking 
in Persons to “raise awareness 

of the situation of victims of hu-
man trafficking and for the promo-
tion and protection of their rights” . 
Today, there are millions of people 
whose liberty, dignity and essen-
tial human rights have been sto-
len. They are coerced into sexual 
exploitation, forced labor, domes-
tic servitude that exploits women, 
children and men through human 
trafficking which is a serious crime 
and a grave violation of human 
rights. 

 The United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) re-
leased a report in December 2016 
on the Global Report on Trafficking 
in Persons whereby, it was found 
that Women and Children com-
prise 71% of human trafficking vic-
tims. As per the report, women and 
girls are trafficked for marriages 
and sexual slavery while men and 
boys are exploited for forced labour 
in mining sector, as porters and 
factory workers. The International 
Labour Organization estimated 
around 21 million victims of forced 
labour around the World. 

According to a report in 2016 by 
the DNA (Daily News and Analysis), 
there was a whopping 250% jump 
in human trafficking cases in the 
northeastern states as compared 
to 2015. Out of 1,539 human traf-
ficking cases registered in 2015, as 

many as 1,494 were from Assam, 20 
from Meghalaya, 16 from Tripura, 
6 from Nagaland and 3 from Aru-
nachal Pradesh. The total numbers 
of such cases reported in these 
states in 2014 were 435, while it was 
186 in 2013.

Lack of personal safety, isola-
tion, emotional distress, homeless-
ness, poverty, family dysfunction, 
substance abuse, lack of social 
support, forced marriage, bonded 
labour are some risk factors which 
are closely associated with human 
trafficking. Human trafficking is a 
multi-faceted threat. The victims 
end devastated, demoralized and 
defeated. Those that suffer physi-
cal, emotional abuse and rape may 
find it difficult to live normal lives 
again. Those that are threatened 
live in constant fear and end up be-
ing psychologically compromised. 
Children are subject to involuntary 
servitude as factory workers, do-
mestic servants, beggars, agricul-
tural workers and sometimes even 
sexually abused by their owners. 
No crime can be more deplorable 
than this. 

Due to its clandestine nature, 
many of the trafficking cases go un-
reported. Ignorance, gullibility, and 
poor economic conditions have 
been found to be the main reasons 
why the vulnerable sections, par-
ticularly the children and young 
women are easily enticed. There 
have been cases of children and 
youths being trafficked to different 

states, lured with the prospect of  
better education, lucrative jobs and 
other opportunities, but ending up 
in commercial sexual exploitation, 
or working in various factories and 
mines under deplorable condi-
tions, or in other vulnerable condi-
tions. 

Human trafficking is growing 
at an alarming rate all across India 
and North east is emerging as the 
greatest source of this trafficked 
human goods, comprised mostly of 
women and children.

No wonder Nagaland state has 
become the main transit point for 
human trafficking and this is an 
officially validated fact, provided 
by the State Police. Girls from bor-
der areas are brought to Nagaland 
through ‘agents,’ trafficked to other 
parts of the country where they are 
forced into prostitution and some 
are employed as domestic helpers 
in individual households.

A case of human trafficking reg-
istered at Sakhi- One Stop Centre- 
Nagaland is mentioned below: 

On 3rd June 2017, a 17 year 
old named Pooja (name changed) 
was found missing in Dimapur. In 
the evening, she rang up and in-
formed her parents that she had 
gone to Guwahati with her friend 
after which her phone remained 
switched off. However, Pooja’s par-
ents approached One Stop Centre 
(OSC) Dimapur requesting help 
and assistance. Hence, OSC along 
with Women Police Station rescued 

Pooja and handed her over to her 
parents on 9th June 2017. After Poo-
ja was rescued, she disclosed that 
she was deceived by Shuraj (name 
changed) and became his victim. 
Shuraj had promised her a job in 
his factory in Kolkata. OSC facili-
tated and assisted the Police in the 
recovery process of Pooja. Besides, 
OSC also provided psycho-social 
support to Pooja and her parents 
during an intervention process and 
after her rescue.

In the context of Nagaland, due 
to limited job opportunities, lack of 
educational qualification, adoles-
cent and youth from Nagaland are 
easily tempted for well-paid jobs 
and better opportunities abroad. 
They have been tricked into cities 
with rich promises, and then end-
ed up in flesh trade. On March 21, 
2017 two girls from Nagaland who 
had become victims of human traf-
ficking, were rescued by Women 
Police Station, Dimapur from Pune 
and reunited with their respective 
families after completion of neces-
sary repatriation processes. Based 
on the victims’ statements, the 
traffickers targeted the victim by 
luring them with prospective jobs 
and supplied them to the source 
through chains of traffickers.

Putting special emphasis on the 
issue of human trafficking, the Un-
ion Cabinet Minister for Women & 
Child Development, Government 
of India, Smt. Maneka Gandhi 
passed “The Trafficking of Persons 

(Prevention, Protection and Reha-
bilitation) Bill”, on 26th July, 2018 
in the Lok Sabha, to protect and 
provide for the millions who have 
suffered silently for years. The leg-
islation proposed the Bill to create 
institutional mechanism at district, 
state and central levels. It calls for 
punishment ranging from 10 years 
of rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine not less than Rs. 1,00,000/- 
(The Indian Express, 27th July 
2018).

On this World Day against Traf-
ficking in Persons, let us join hands 
together by taking this crime seri-
ously, educate ourselves and help 

others become aware of the prob-
lem. Hesitation to report cases re-
mains one of the major challenges 
in addressing the issue of violence 
in our society. This piece is being 
written to call for a joint effort in 
bringing an end to this disgraceful 
crime. 

Victims of human trafficking or 
gender based violence can dial 
181, the Women Helpline Naga-
land, or report to the nearest Sa-

khi- One Stop Centre in Dimapur 
and Kohima.

(State Resource Centre for 
Women, Nagaland)

History of the Meiteis (Manipuris): 
In the past, Meitei kingdom was 
known as Kangleipak. The present 
name ‘Manipur’ evolved along with 
the sanskritisation of Meitei popu-
lation during the 18th century. The 
Meiteis have a long history which 
dates back to 33 AD. The Royal 
Chronicle known as “Cheitharon 
Kumpapa” has the chronological 
order of Meitei Kings from first 
century till the late 1940s. How-
ever, with more confusion exists 
than clear evidences, there is much 
contestation on this claim. A noted 
Meitei scholar, O. Tomba Singh, in 
his book “A Need to Rewrite Ma-
nipuri History (1993)” opined that 
the record of Royal Chronicle is 
debatable because geological ex-
cavations suggest that the entire 
Manipur valley was under water till 
about 500 years ago. Prof. Jyotirmoy 
Roy, in his book “History of Ma-
nipur (1973),” wrote that although 
the sea receded (the present Lok-
tak Lake), the valley portion of Ma-
nipur remained under water for a 
long time. If we are going to believe 
the Royal Chronicle dating back to 
33 AD then we may conclude that 
the Meiteis have settled somewhere 
else and migrated and settled at the 
present site in about 500 years ago.  
The Kangleipak kingdom was con-
fined to Imphal Valley extending to 
Kabaw Valley which was gifted to 
Burma. 

Past Relationship of the Meiteis 
and Nagas: Nagas did not live under 
monarchical king like Meiteis but 
each village existed as a sovereign 
and republic nation. They lived as 
free people and had very less con-
tact with outside world. Unlike the 
Nagas, the Meiteis often wage wars 
with the neighbouring Kings such 
as the Burmese and Tripuri Kings. 
Interestingly it is on record that the 
Nagas extended helping hand to 
the Meitei Maharajas in times of 
danger and wars. In 1717-18, the 
Raja Garib Nawaz requested the 
Naga Chiefs to him attack Samjok. 
According to K. Gyanendra Singh, 

in his book “Security and 
Development: The Po-
litical Economy of Insur-
gency in Manipur, 2011), 
Raja Garib Nawaz was a 
man who practiced both 
vaishnavism and milita-
rism. His constant war ef-
forts had led him to devel-
op cordial relationship with 
the Nagas. Again when the 
Burmese troops attacked 
and took possession of 
Kangleipak for seven years, 
all the Meitei men fled 
to the hills from the Val-
ley for safety. During this 
Seven Years’ Devastation 
(Chahi-Taret Khuntakpa, 
1819-1826), the Tangkhul 
Nagas generously gave shelter to 
the Meitei brothers (See Prof. Jyo-
tirmoy Roy, “History of Manipur 
(1973). Probably some Meiteis per-
manently settled in Ukhrul district. 
In this context, it is not difficult to 
understand why Meiteis consider 
the Tangkhul Nagas as ‘elder broth-
er.’ In appreciation of this humane 
gesture, the Tangkhul Nagas were 
given prominent place in some of 
Meitei religious ceremonies even 
today. When the Nagas had given 
their best for the protection of the 
Meitei Kingdom, should not the 
Meiteis reciprocate the Nagas with 
the same good gesture today?   

The Nagas in Manipur state: Al-
though Nagas do not have their 
own written record, their oral 
traditions pointed out that they 
were the first settlers in Manipur. 
T.C.Hudson, in his Book, “The 
Naga Tribes of Manipur, 1996 (re-
print), also mentioned that the 
Nagas were well settled than their 
counterpart in the valley. Howev-
er, due to topographical location, 
the Meiteis had rapidly developed 
themselves. Cutting short the story, 
the coming of the British to Ma-
nipur had colossal impact on the 
sovereign right of the Nagas. The 
British helped the Meiteis to drive 
out the Burmese. Gambhir Singh 
was made the ruler of Manipur. 
By 1872, the British along with the 

combined forces of Raja Gambhir 
Singh began to intrude into the 
Naga territory. However, in 1891, 
war broke out between the British 
and the Meiteis. The Meiteis were 
defeated and British took control 
of the whole of Manipur. The Brit-
ish main interest in Naga areas 
was to collect taxes and use them 
as porters. It allowed the Meitei 
Raja to conquer some of the land 
of the Nagas on the condition that 
Meitei Raja would help the troops 
of the British to go to Burma with-
out any hindrance. Later on, this 
has resulted to the Naga Raj move-
ment by the Zeliangrong Nagas in 
Manipur. The British knowing fully 
that the Meiteis and Nagas were of 
different ethnic communities kept 
them under different administra-
tion. According to N. Ibobi Singh, 
the hill territory was separated 
from the general administration on 
the plea that ‘the hill people are not 
Manipuris and have entirely differ-
ent customs and languages’ (The 
Manipur Administration 1707-
1907). The distinct identity of the 
Nagas from the Meiteis was recog-
nised even after India’s Independ-
ence under the Article 371-A. The 
British and the Independent India 
had then fully recognised the fact 
that Meiteis and the Nagas were of 
different ethnic groups. The Naga 
leaders of the past who have agreed 
to stay in Manipur (when a new 

state was curved out from Assam) 
might have assumed to be saved 
because there were many provi-
sions that safeguarded the interest 
of the Nagas. The fact that Meiteis 
and Nagas are different needs to be 
recognised, respected and accept-
ed by all so as to evolve a harmoni-
ous and neighbourly relationship 
among all the communities. 

Problem of an-inch of land: The 
total area of present Manipur is 
22,327 sq. Km, out of which the 
hill areas cover 20,126 sq km and 
inhabited by the tribal people. The 
tribal people (Nagas and Kukis) set-
tles in the hill areas and the valley 
is dominated by the Meiteis. The 
Naga people live in their own land 
(hill area) so as the Meiteis (valley 
area). The dominant Meitei com-
munity who keep saying that ‘not 
even an inch of land in Manipur will 
be given to the Nagas’ is nothing 
more than to insult the Nagas.  The 
Nagas have been living in their own 
land since time immemorial. There 
is nothing such as ‘‘smaller or great-
er Naga land”. Wherever the Nagas 
are living for centuries, rightly the 
land belongs to them. If the Nagas 
have seized any part of land and 
forest that belong to the Meiteis, I 
am sure the Nagas will be happy to 
return them. The Meitei elites must 
come out with concrete historical 
proof which village or parts of land 
of the Meiteis have been seized by 

the Nagas in the history of 
Manipur. Let’s call spade 
a spade. We can’t live to-
gether with lie. Nagas in 
Manipur are not asking 
for even ‘an inch of land’ 
that rightfully belongs to 
other community. The 
Nagas are just pleading 
the Government of India 
and the Meiteis to rec-
ognise and respect what 
is rightfully belonging to 
them since time imme-
morial. This can be done 
through readjustment of 
the existing state bound-
ary under Article 3 of In-
dian Constitution. 

State wide Bandh/protest in Ma-
nipur: The Meitei CSOs are gearing 
up to organise with what they called 
as ‘state wide bandhs or state wide 
protest’ by ‘the whole people of Ma-
nipur’ against the imminent signing 
of Indo-Naga political talk.  Look 
at the fact. Out of the total area of 
Manipur state, the so-called ‘state 
wide protest’ or ‘bandhs’ will affect 
only about 2000 sq km (valley por-
tion).  So the right term should be 
‘Valley wide protest or bandhs’ by 
the ‘Meiteis’. Using the phrases such 
as ‘state wide bandhs’ or the ‘whole 
people of Manipur’ is misleading 
and a blatant lie.  These are used 
just for media propaganda. On the 
other hand, it gives the impression 
that ‘Manipur’ means only ‘the val-
ley portion’ and ‘the whole people 
of Manipur’ simply mean ‘Meiteis’. 
Therefore, it is even safer for the 
Meitei community to be specific by 
saying that the bandhs/strike will be 
affected in the Valley and imposed 
by the Meitei community. Of course, 
it is no surprise, to see some Naga 
people ( especially Naga Chameleon 
politicians) with vested interest (or 
some common people out of com-
pulsion) speaking to media about 
the unity of Manipur during every 
protest or bandhs. Such voice can-
not and does not represent the inter-
est of the whole Naga community. 

Save life, Save Neighbours: Nagas 
have lost thousands of its brave 
men and women for the cause of 
freedom. Meiteis have lost 18 pre-
cious lives on Naga issue on June 
18, 2001. Let’s not sacrifice any 
more life on this issue. Enough is 
enough. Meitei elites may kindly 
give up the temptation to play the 
role of BIG BROTHER for the Nagas. 
It only provoke to anger the Naga 
population when some Meitei 
politicians shouted that ‘there is 
no Naga in Manipur’; ‘the Meiteis 
will take extreme step if special 
status or any type of alternative ar-
rangement’ is made for the Nagas. 
These are not brotherly and sisterly 
words. If Meiteis really love the 
Naga people, then they should not 
stop the GOI to develop the Naga 
people through certain special ar-
rangements. 

It is time for Meitei elites and 
politicians to think beyond the so-
lution of the Nagas for the devel-
opment of Meitei community. We 
need to live side by side as good 
neighbours. We need the help of 
each other to grow and develop in 
the modern world. If Meiteis have 
political rights, then they should 
tell to the Government of India and 
get it. Nagas would be very much 
happy to see them fully developed 
and well secured. Even if Nagas are 
separated, Manipur will continue 
to be a state with 40 MLAs intact. 
Geographically, Manipur will be 
still bigger than Goa. Meiteis will 
live in peace without any distur-
bance from the Nagas who are 
considered to be ‘trouble makers’ 
in Manipur. Instead of standing in 
the way of Nagas’ solution, it is time 
for the Meiteis to search ways and 
means to build up good relation-
ship in the aftermath of Naga po-
litical solution with India.  Nagas 
owned their freedom and they have 
every right to decide for their des-
tiny.  Any community or party that 
hinders the Nagas from achieving 
its aspiration will be considered as 
‘enemy’ by the coming generation.

(He can be contacted at  
zkpahr@gmail.com)
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Not afraid of being in same 
frame as an industrialist — Modi

India needs 1,023 special courts to try 
cases of rape and child rape — Law Min.
Department of Justice in the Law Ministry has estimated an 
expenditure of INR 767.25 cr. to set up these special courts. 

Yamuna inundates Haryana 
villages, CM’s aerial survey 

Trai chief ’s personal info not fetched from Aadhaar database, servers — UIDAI

How tribal women of Kanha are driving their own destiny

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Home Minster Rajnath Singh, UP Governor Ram Naik and 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at a ground breaking ceremony to launch various projects worth 60,000 
crore rupees, at Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow on Sunday.

PTI

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal conducts an aerial survey of Hathnikund barrage located on the 
Yamuna River, in Yamuna Nagar district on Sunday.

Lucknow, July 29 (ianS): 
Hitting back for the first 
time at critics who ques-
tioned his perceived 
friendly relations with 
corporates, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said that unlike 
“some people” he was “not 
afraid of” publicly stand-
ing beside industrialists 
and business magnates 
because his intentions 
were “noble”.

He said industrialists 
too contribute to nation 
building and it was not 
right to label them all as 
thieves but those who do 
wrong “will have to leave 
the country” or live in 
jail. “We are not the peo-

ple who will be afraid of 
standing beside industri-
alists. You would be know-
ing some people (who are 
such) that you would not 
find a single photo of them 
with an industrialist/busi-
nessman. But there is not 
a single businessman in 
this country who would 
not have gone to these 
people’s places and bowed 
to them in reverence,” 
Modi told a government-
industry interface here 
as he inaugurated several 
development projects for 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The opposition has 
been targeting Modi over 
his picture at Davos eco-
nomic forum in January 

this year with fugitive dia-
mondtaire Nirav Modi 
who is at the centre of mul-
ti-thousand crore Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB) 
scam besides the Prime 
Minister’s perceived close-
ness with another fugitive, 
Mehul Choksi, whom he 
once publicly addressed as 
“Mehul bhai”.

The opposition has 
also been critical of Modi 
government’s inaction 
while persons like Vijay 
Mallya, Nirav Modi, Chok-
si, Jatin Mehta and Lalit 
Modi easily flew out of the 
country after being ac-
cused of committing huge 
financial frauds.

The Congress party has 

Mukki (Madhya Pradesh), July 
29 (ianS): Mukki zone in the 
famous Kanha National Park 
had been known throughout 
its recorded history to have 
been ruled by tigresses, rather 
than tigers. True to this legacy, 
tribal women of the Mukki 
zone are breaking conven-
tional chains by taking over 
men-dominated jobs in the 
region. These women now 
drive, guide tourists, guard the 
forest that traditionally gave 
them sustenance and are com-
ing forward to shoulder bigger 
responsibilities.

While the idea to promote 
women in forest staff, especial-
ly as drivers in this largest na-
tional park of central India, was 
conceptualised and executed 
only in December last year, 
the way these women excelled 
in a short span of time has 
surprised everyone. And en-
couraged by the success of the 
experiment, forest authorities 
are planning to set an example 
by making Mukki the country’s 
first women-controlled forest 
zone while also replicating the 
idea in other zones.

Judged and under pressure 
from the day one, it was a diffi-
cult journey for Neeta Markam 
to become the first licensed 
forest driver here. Her battles 
began from home, right from 
convincing her father that she 
can share family responsibili-
ties and that she wanted to do 
so by being a driver in Kanha.

People made fun of her 
when she enrolled in an induc-
tion course meant for drivers 
in this forest reserve but now 
other girls come to her for ad-
vice how they can also do what 
she did.

“It never said that the 
course was only for men. My 
aunt convinced my father and 
he let me go even as some 
families taunted, while other 
girls and boys made fun. Today 
more girls want to be drivers 
and they come to me seek-
ing advice. And the boys who 
made fun of me are now jeal-
ous,” Neeta, who belongs to 
the Gond tribe and hails from 
Mukki village at the edge of 
core tiger reserve, told IANS.

Neeta recalled composure 
of other trainees at driving 

school watching a girl stepping 
in. She also recalled how in the 
beginning of the safari season, 
people would be skeptic of 
being driven into a forest by a 
woman driver, often asking her 
bluntly if she would be able to 
manage.

“At times I had to con-
vince them that this forest 
is my home and I had been 
trained to drive and show them 
around,” she recalled.

The Mukki zone - one of 
the three zones of Kanha Tiger 
Reserve - presently has two 
women drivers, six women 
guides and one forest guard 
apart from about ten tribal 
women operating the for-
est canteen, all hailing from 
neighbouring villages situated 
within the forest buffer.

As the tiger reserve is set to 
open again in October after a 
three-month hiatus, training 
is going on for six more guides 
with local ecology, and a batch 
of ten women with basic hy-
giene to work in the forest 
kitchen.

While Madhya Pradesh 
has highest number of the 

displaced tribal families, the 
example set by the forest au-
thorities by extending support 
to rather marginalised tribes 
is now raising hopes and as-
piration among villagers who 
previously abstained from al-
lowing women to do jobs they 
thought were meant for men.

“In its recorded history, 
Mukki zone, unlike Khatiya 
and Kanha gate, had always 
been ruled by tigresses, rather 
than tigers. Staying true to its 
nature and name, we wanted 
to take the tradition ahead 
and turn it into a place where 
women guards go on night 
patrolling, drive vehicles and 
also show people around. And 
when you come back, you stop 
by an all-women-led cafete-
ria,” S.K Khare, assistant direc-
tor at Kanha Tiger Reserve, told 
this visiting correspondent.

He added that at present, 
Kanha is one of the few na-
tional parks where women for-
est guards are stationed in the 
core forest posts and licensed 
women drivers take tourists 
inside the forests.

Madhuri Thakur, who 

cleared her intermediate ex-
amination in 2017 at the age 
of 20 years, is another licensed 
driver. Inspired by her father, a 
retired forest guard, Madhuri 
said while the forest officials 
and her trainers had always 
been patient, her colleagues 
also encourage all women to 
believe in themselves.

“Once Neeta brushed her 
jeep and started crying; then 
other drivers came and started 
boosting her confidence and 
making her comfortable. They 
jokingly told her that this is 
merely a small incident and 
they had almost killed a person 
in their initial phase,” Madhuri 
recalled.

As the tribal culture mar-
ries girls young, the emerging 
trend of empowerment pitches 
these women to change tradi-
tions.

“I don’t want to marry now, 
and even if my family forces 
me to do so, I would prefer to 
be married somewhere near 
my village because I don’t want 
to quit this job that I love. Why 
should women make all the 
sacrifices,” said Madhuri, who 

aspires to own her own vehicle 
some day. Forest guard Lak-
shmi Maravi, who also hails 
from Gond community and 
is the sole breadwinner of her 
family of three siblings and a 
mother, said that forests had 
given her a sense of belonging 
and an identity.

“During my training, I was 
sceptical of my abilities but 
now I go on night trails, shoo 
away the poachers and keep 
the forest safe. Now I feel I was 
made to do this,” Maravi said.

Suhkati Dhurvey, a forest 
guide, told the visiting IANS 
correspondent that merely six 
guides is a good start, but it 
isn’t enough. She, along with 
others, earn about Rs 10,000 
per month, but since the park 
is closed for three moths, this 
hampers their income.

“There should be more 
women employed in this sec-
tor; it means a lot for tribal 
ladies and gives them hope 
that they are more than mere 
labourers,” said Dhurve.

She said that spotting birds 
is far more fun than tigers and 
that is something she likes to 

encourage tourists to do as 
well to show that there is more 
to a tiger reserve than tigers 
alone.

Asserting that employing 
women was not just another 
social experiment of “women 
empowerment”, forester Khare 
said it is rather part of a larger 
cause. He said while there was 
a mistrust and misunderstand-
ing among the tribes and the 
forest department - as tribals 
largely depend on the forests 
and the department has the 
responsibility of conservation 
- only steps like empowerment 
can make both go along.

Stating that while earlier 
women were not preferred for 
the job of a guide or a guard, it 
was observed that they work 
harder and with more passion 
that men.

“It is important that we 
create better work culture 
and environment. After we 
employed women, we saw 
the staff had started acting 
more responsibly,” Khare said, 
adding that the aim is to make 
Mukki zone an “all-women-
operated area”.

new Delhi, July 29 (Pti): A little over 
1,000 ‘fast track special courts’ need 
to be set up across India as part of 
a new scheme to try cases related 
to rape of children and women, the 
Law Ministry has estimated.

These courts are to be set up as 
part of a larger scheme to strengthen 
infrastructure for better investiga-
tion and swift prosecution in such 
cases.

The Department of Justice in the 
Law Ministry has estimated an ex-
penditure of INR 767.25 crore to set 
up these special courts. The Centre 
will have to shell out Rs 474 crore 
as central funding, the department 
has told the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA).

“ ... It is estimated that a total 
of 1,023 FTSCs (fast track special 
courts) are required to be set up for 
disposing of rape and the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act cases with an 
estimated expenditure of INR 767.25 
crore out of which INR 474 crore as 
central funding on the pattern of 
centrally sonsored scheme,” said a 
Law Ministry document.

The details worked out by it have 
been forwarded to the MHA.

The new scheme is part of an 
ordinance recently promulgated to 
allow courts to award death penalty 
to those convicted of raping children 
aged up to 12 years.

The Criminal Laws (Amend-
ment) Ordinance amended the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Code 
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), the 

Evidence Act and the POCSO Act.
While bringing out the ordi-

nance, the government had de-
cided to frame a scheme to set up 
an “appropriate” number of fast 
track courts to try rape cases in the 
states.

The scheme will include com-
ponents, including strengthening 
of the physical infrastructure and 
prosecution machinery, provision 
of the required number of judicial 
officers for lower courts, addi-
tional posts of public prosecutors, 
dedicated investigators and special 
forensic kits.

A senior government functionary 
said as many as 524 fast-track courts 
are already functional in the country 
to try cases related to women, SCs 
and STs, the marginalised and senior 
citizens.

Quoting a written response of 
Law Minster Ravi Shankar Prasad 
in Parliament in March 2017, the 
functionary pointed out that of the 
524 fast track courts, 100 are in Ma-
harashtra, 83 in Uttar Pradesh, 39 in 
Tamil Nadu, 38 in Andhra Pradesh 
and 34 in Telangana.

The special fast track courts pro-
posed now as part of the ordinance 
would specifically deal with rape 
and child rape cases, the function-
ary said.

In April, the government had 
issued an ordinance to provide 
stringent punishment, includ-
ing death, for those convicted of 
raping minors up to the age of 12 
years, amid a nationwide outrage 

over cases of sexual assault and the 
murder of minors in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kathua and Gujarat’s Su-
rat, and the rape of a girl in Unnao 
in Uttar Pradesh.

New fast-track courts will be set 
up to deal with such cases and spe-
cial forensic kits for rape cases will 
be given to all police stations and 
hospitals in the long term, according 
to the Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Ordinance.

It stipulates stringent punish-
ment for perpetrators of rape, par-
ticularly of girls below 16 and 12 
years. The death sentence has been 
provided for rapists of girls under 
12 years.

The measure also provides for 
speedy investigation and trial. The 
time limit for investigation of all 
cases of rape has been prescribed 
and has to be now completed within 
two months.

The deadline for the completion 
of trial in all rape cases will be two 
months, officials said. A six-month 
time limit for the disposal of ap-
peals in rape cases has also been 
prescribed.

New posts of public prosecutors 
will be created and special forensic 
kits for rape cases given to all police 
stations and hospitals in the long 
term, the officials said.

Dedicated manpower will be 
provided for investigation of rape 
cases in a time-bound manner.

Special forensic labs exclusively 
for rape cases would also come up 
in each state.

Chandigarh, July 29 (ianS): With more 
than three dozen villages getting water-
logged in two districts, Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar on Sunday 
conducted an aerial survey of the affected 
areas. He also directed officials to conduct 
a special ‘girdawari’ (revenue survey) to 
assess the crop damaged by heavy rains. 

At least 30 villages in Yamunanagar 
district and 10 villages in Karnal were 
flooded due to the release of over 600,000 
cusecs from the Hathnikund barrage, of-
ficials said. The Yamuna river continued 
to flow above the danger mark. 

The marooned villagers took refuge 
on house rooftops to escape flooding.

“There is no help from the govern-
ment as all our dry ration and other 
household items were damaged due to 
sudden rise in river water level last (Sat-
urday) night,” Zubair Khan of Mandi vil-

lage near Yamunanagar town told a news 
channel. He rued that there was no fodder 
for his livestock either. Yamunanagar 
Deputy Commissioner Girish Arora said 
that the Army and the National Disaster 
Response Force have been put on alert 
for rescue and relief operations. The au-
thorities began to evacuate hundreds of 
people living in the Yamuna catchment 
area following a sharp rise in the water 
level, the officials said.

Heavy rains continued to lash many 
parts of Himachal Pradesh and Uttara-
khand while authorities released more 
water from the Hathnikund barrage dur-
ing the day. The Yamunanagar adminis-
tration has set up a flood control office 
at the district headquarters and all the 
blocks for immediate response.

There was no report of loss of life in 
the state.

new Delhi, July 29 (Pti): The 
UIDAI today asserted that the 
personal details of Trai chief R S 
Sharma being put out on Twit-
ter are not from the Aadhaar 
database or its servers, and that 
“so called hacked information” 
is easily available with a simple 
search on Google and other 
sites, without using the 12-digit 
unique identity number.

The UIDAI jumped into the 
debate following a full blown 
war of words on Twitter between 
Trai Chairman RS Sharma and 
some users over the potential of 
Aadhaar number being misused.

The Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (Trai) chairman 
yesterday shared his Aadhaar 
number publicly, challeng-
ing anyone to show how mere 
knowledge of the number can 
be misused to harm him. The 
move had triggered a tsunami of 
tweets with the Twitterati claim-
ing to disclose Sharma’s personal 
details - from PAN to mobile 
number.

In a statement today, the 
UIDAI said: “...any information 
published on Twitter about the 
said individual...RS Sharma was 
not fetched from Aadhaar data-
base or UIDAI’s servers.

“In  f a c t ,  t h i s  s o  c a l l e d 
‘hacked’ information (about 
Sharma’s personal details such 
as his address, date of birth, 
photo, mobile number, e-mail, 
etc.) was already available in 
the public domain as he being a 
public servant for decades and 
was easily available on Google 
and various other sites by a 

simple search without Aadhaar 
number.” 

Rubbishing all claims that 
personal details of Sharma 
were dug up using his Aadhaar 
number, the Unique Identifica-
tion Authority of India (UIDAI) 
said it “condemns such mali-
cious attempts by few individu-
als to malign the world’s largest 
unique identity project - Aad-
haar”.

Many users had claimed that 
the they got Sharma’s personal 
details “by hacking Aadhaar 
database”, but added such a 
claim was “farce” and that no 
such information about Sharma 
has been fetched from either its 
severs or Aadhaar database. The 
Aadhaar database is safe, the 
UIDAI added.

Anyone can google or tap 
other sources and find out Shar-
ma’s personal details without 
Aadhaar, UIDAI said, pointing 
out that the Trai chief mobile 
number is available on NIC web-
site as he was, at one point, the 
IT Secretary. 

Similarly, other details like 
date of birth is available in the 
civil list of IAS officers kept in 
public domain, while his address 
is on Trai website given his cur-
rent role. The email id may be 
available in public domain too, 
it added. 

“They clubbed all these in-
puts and claimed that they have 
managed to breach Aadhaar 
database and got his personal 
details, which is completely 
false,” the statement said.

The UIDAI said that given the 

connected digital world, various 
search engines such as Google, 
can throw up personal data 
“without Aadhaar” and a profile 
can be made.

“It is reiterated that in this 
case...no data has been fetched 
using his Aadhaar number from 
UIDAI’s servers or Aadhaar data-
base. One could have just goog-
led his name (without Aadhaar 
number), visited a few other 
websites and got most of the 
details which are being shown 
on twitter,” UIDAI added.

The Aadhaar issuing body 
argued that people usually give 
PAN or mobile number at many 
places, and noted: “Someone 
can pick other personal data 
from different websites as he 
gets to know his PAN/mobile 
number”.

The issue of not about Aad-
haar, PAN or mobile number, 
the UIDAI said, adding that this 
is a challenge of emerging digital 
world and personal data protec-
tion, which have been sought to 
be addressed in the recommen-
dations submitted by the Justice 
Srikrishna committee.

Responding to the open 
challenge by Sharma yesterday, 
many on Twitter claimed victory 
over ‘leaking’ his personal details 
but the Trai chief has maintained 
in multiple tweets and replies 
that the challenge had never 
been about phone numbers and 
other information but for caus-
ing harm using knowledge of his 
Aadhaar number.

Interestingly, the Justice 
Srikrishna committee came out 

with its report on data protec-
tion last week where it mooted 
changes in Aadhaar Act and pro-
posed new safeguards to protect 
information of Aadhaar holders.

Sharma, former UIDAI direc-
tor general, has been an ardent 
supporter of the Aadhaar pro-
gramme vouching for the safety 
of the system, and dispelling 
privacy concerns surrounding 
Aadhaar even during his current 
tenure as Trai chief.

Meanwhile, Justice Srikrish-
na panel on data protection has 
recommended that Aadhaar Act 
be amended “significantly” to 
bolster privacy safeguards, and 
mooted that only public authori-
ties discharging public func-
tions approved by the UIDAI or 
entities mandated by the law 
be given the right to request for 
identity authentication.

The report, submitted on Fri-
day, assumes significance given 
that public and private sectors 
are collecting and using personal 
data on an unprecedented scale 
and for various purposes, and 
instances of unregulated and 
arbitrary use, especially that 
of personal data, have raised 
concerns about privacy and au-
tonomy of an individual.

Over the last one year, there 
have also been reports of per-
sonal information being alleged-
ly compromised with increasing 
use of biometric identifier Aad-
haar in an array of services, and 
the Supreme Court has reserved 
its judgement on a clutch of 
petitions, challenging the consti-
tutional validity of Aadhaar Act.

of late also targeting Modi 
for allegedly giving the off-
set contract in the Rafale 
jet deal with France to “one 
of his corporate friends” at 
the expense of state owned 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd. “Mahatma Gandhi 
never hesitated standing 
beside (Ghanshyam Das) 
Birlaji because his inten-
tions were right. 

But those who do 
things behind the curtain 
and wish not to be seen 
publicly (with corporates), 
they are afraid,” Modi said.

“Just as much as the 
labour of a farmer, an 
artisan, a banker, a gov-
ernment employee or a 
labourer goes into the 
making of the nation, the 
efforts of industrialists 
too have a role in nation 
building.

  Should we insult 
them, call them thieves 
and robbers? Is this the 
way? “But yes, whoever 
(among corporates) does 
the wrong, he will either 
have too leave the country 
or live in jail.   

This would not happen 
earlier because a lot hap-
pened behind the curtains 
then.” 

Pointing at former 
Samajwadi Party leader 
Amar Singh, who was in 
the audience, Modi said 
that Singh can give de-
tails of many such deals of 
“those people”. 
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Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen holds his ballot at a polling station 
in Takhmua, Kandal province, southeast of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
Sunday, July 29, 2018. 

Jakarta, July 29 (IANS): At 
least 13 people were killed 
and dozens injured while 
several buildings have 
collapsed after a magni-
tude-6.4 earthquake struck 
the Indonesian tourist is-

land of Lombok on Sunday 
morning, officials said.

The quake struck at 
6.47 a.m. at a depth of 7 
km. Its epicentre was lo-
cated 50 km north-east 
of the city of Mataram 

on the island of Lombok, 
which has a population 
of 319,000, the Guardian 
reported.

The tremors have also 
affected the neighbouring 
islands of Sumbawa and 

Bali.
Tourists near Senggigi, 

gateway to the popular Gili 
Islands resorts, reported 
strong aftershocks.

“We jumped out of our 
beds to avoid anything fall-
ing,” said a tourist who was 
woken by the quake.

The Meteorology, Cli-
matology and Geophysics 
Agency (BMKG) reported 
that in the four hours after 
the quake, the islands ex-
perienced 66 aftershocks 
and the earthquake was 
also felt in the neighbour-
ing Bali.

The agency confirmed 
the casualties and said 40 
others were injured. Doz-
ens of buildings have been 
damaged.

Dwikorita Karnawati, 
head of the Meteorology, 
Climatology and Geophys-
ics Agency, issued a state-
ment urging the people 
to remain alert, given the 
intensity of the aftershocks, 
with the strongest so far 
recorded reaching a mag-
nitude of 5.7.

Lombok Red Cross 
chief Aulia Arriani told Efe 
news agency that people 
were afraid and staying 
outside buildings, add-
ing that the organisation 
would supply blankets, 
tarpaulins, sleeping bags 
and food packets to the af-
fected families.

L o m b o k ,  w h i c h  i s 
about 100 km east of Bali, 
is a popular tourist desti-
nation, although most re-
sorts have not reported any 
damage as they are located 
on the south and west of 
the island.

Indonesia sits on the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, a zone 
of high seismic and vol-
canic activity, that experi-
ences around 7,000 trem-
ors mostly of moderate 
intensity every year. 

In 2004, a huge magni-
tude-9.3 earthquake under 
the sea triggered a tsunami 
which killed 168,000 people 
in Indonesia, and a further 
50,000 people in various 
countries around the In-
dian Ocean.

Phnom Penh, July 29 
(IANS): Voting began on 
Sunday morning in the 
Cambodian general elec-
tions, in which the coun-
try’s incumbent Prime 
Minister, Hun Sen, is run-
ning without the challenge 
of a main opposition.

The Prime Minister 
from the Cambodian Peo-
ple’s Party (CPP) voted 
early morning in Takhmau 
in the Kandal province, 15 
km from here.

He is essentially run-
ning unopposed after the 

Cambodia National Rescue 
Party (CNRP) was banned 
in 2017 by the Supreme 
Court on charges of con-
spiring with foreigners to 
overthrow the government. 
Many of its top members 
were forced into exile. 

The CNRP has called 
for a boycott of these elec-
tions.

Nineteen other candi-
dates, mostly from small, 
recently formed parties, 
are contesting against Hun 
Sen, who has ruled the 
southeast Asian nation 

Washington, July 29 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump declared 
on Saturday a state of emergency in 
California and ordered the federal 
government to provide additional 
assistance due to the wildfires that 
since July 23 have devastated the 
region and forced authorities to 
evacuate close to 38,000 people.

By means of this order, Trump 
authorized the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to coordinate dis-
aster relief efforts, Efe quoted the 
White House as saying in a state-
ment.

“This action will help alleviate 
the hardship and suffering that the 
emergency may inflict on the local 
population, and provide appropri-
ate assistance for required emer-
gency measures to save lives and to 
protect property and public health 
and safety, and to lessen or avert the 
threat of a catastrophe in the coun-
ties of Los Angeles, Riverside, San 
Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura,” 
the White House said.

Firefighters have been unable 
to halt the spread of a northern 
California wildfire that has already 
destroyed 32,700 hectares (some 

82,000 acres) and has killed at least 
two people.

According to figures provided 
Saturday by CalFire, the state’s 
forestry and forest fire protection 
department, the Carr fire has only 
been brought 5 per cent under 
control.

The fire began last Monday in 
Shasta County, whose main city, 

Redding, lies some 350 km north 
of San Francisco. Authorities said 
that about 38,000 people have had 
to be evacuated from the region as 
a precaution.

The flames have destroyed 500 
buildings and damaged another 75.

In addition, at least two people 
- one firefighter and a bulldozer 
operator - have died in the area bat-

tling the blaze.
More than 3,400 emergency 

services workers are currently trying 
to put out the Carr fire.

It is expected that high tempera-
tures will continue in the coming 
days in the area, where dry condi-
tions and high winds have fostered 
the rapid spread of several blazes.

Given the seriousness of the 
situation, California Governor Jer-
ry Brown last Thursday declared 
a state of emergency in Shasta 
County.

Meanwhile, the Ferguson Fire, 
which broke out two weeks ago 
and forced the closure of parts of 
Yosemite National Park, is 29 per 
cent controlled, CalFire said on 
Friday. More than 3,800 personnel 
are involved in the battle against the 
Ferguson Fire, with aerial support 
from 16 helicopters.

Authorities in southeastern 
California’s Riverside County an-
nounced on Friday the arrest of a 
man accused of starting the Cran-
ston Fire, which has destroyed 4,700 
hectares. 

Brandon McGlover, 32, faces 15 
criminal charges and is being held 
on $1 million bail, the county pros-
ecutor’s office said.

Islamabad, July 29 (PTI): 
Imran Khan will be sworn 
in as Pakistan’s new Prime 
Minister before the coun-
try’s Independence Day 
on August 14, his party has 
announced as it is trying to 
reach out to smaller parties 
and independents to form 
the next government.

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI), led by 65-year-
old Khan, has emerged 
as the single largest party 
in the National Assembly 
(NA) after the July 25 elec-
tions, but it is still short of 
numbers to form the gov-
ernment on its own.

PTI leader Naeenul 
Haq told media last night 
that consultations are on 
to complete the number 
game.

“We have done our 
homework and he will take 
oath as Prime Minister be-
fore August 14,” Haq said.

According to the results 
announced by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP), the PTI has won 116 
seats.

Jailed former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif ’s 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) with 64 
seats and former president 
Asif Ali Zardari’s Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) with 43 
seats are placed at number 
two and three respectively, 
it said. Pakistan’s NA - the 
lower house of Parliament 
- comprises a total of 342 
members, of which 272 
are directly elected. A party 
needs 172 seats to form the 

government.
Meanwhile, the claims 

of vote-rigging also gatherd 
steam in Pakistan as five 
empty ballot boxes and 
over a dozen papers have 
been found by the road-
side in Karachi and Sialkot, 
raising suspicion over the 
poll body’s claims of hav-
ing conducted free and fair 
general elections.

Political activities are at 
full swing and parties are 
holding open meetings and 
secret parleys to arrange 
the political chessboard.

The Pakistani electronic 
media yesterday kept on 
mentioning names of pos-
sible candidates for key 
government offices and 
possible members of the 
federal cabinet. 

Sanamxay (Laos), July 29 
(IANS): Nine people were con-
firmed dead while 122 oth-
ers were still missing after a 
dam collapsed, triggering flash 
floods in southern Laos, a pro-
vincial official said on Sunday.

Minaphone Saisomphu, 
deputy party committee secre-
tary of Attapeu Province, deputy 
commander of the rescue op-
eration, confirmed the deaths. 
According to her, one body was 
found on Sunday, taking the 
death toll to nine, reports Xin-

hua news agency.
Minaphone said they found 

131 people missing according to 
reports from village leaders and 
villagers.

As of Sunday, the disaster-
hit area received about $400,000 
of money and relief materials 
from Laos and other countries. 

Being constructed by Xe 
Pian-Xe Namnoy Power Co, a 
joint venture of South Korean, 
Thai and Lao companies, the 
hydroelectric power project is 
estimated to cost $1.02 billion.

Islamabad, July 29 (PTI): Paki-
stan’s caretaker government to-
day ordered prison authorities to 
immediately shift former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif to the 
country’s top hospital after his 
health deteriorated in the high-
security Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi.

Doctors conducted a check-
up of Sharif after he complained 
of chest pain and advised that 
he immediately be shifted to a 
coronary care unit (CCU) of the 
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (PIMS) in Islamabad, Geo 
news reported.

Sharif, 68, is serving a 10-year 

jail term in a corruption case over 
his family’s purchase of luxury 
apartments in London. He has 
been lodged in the Adiala Jail in 
Rawalpindi since July 13.

Last week, it was reported 
that Sharif is on the verge of a 
kidney failure. Doctors recom-
mended to shift him to hospital 
immediately.

The decision to shift Sharif to 
hospital was taken by the Punjab 
government which has admin-
istrative control of the Adiala jail 
after a team of doctors recom-
mended that Sharif needed prop-
er medication and care as he has 

been suffering from acute pain in 
both his arms, likely due to lack of 
adequate blood circulation.

“Sharif will be shifted to Paki-
stan Institute of Medical Sciences 
in Islamabad where preparations 
have been made to keep the 
high-profile prisoner,” Punjab 
Home Minister Shaukat Javed 
said.

Earlier, a team of doctors 
headed by Dr Ejaz Qadeer and 
comprising cardiologist Dr 
Naeem Malik, Medical Specialist 
Dr Shaji Siddiqui, neurologist Dr 
Sohail Tanvir and Dr Mashood 
carried out medical checkup of 

Sharif after he complained of 
pain in chest.

Dr Malik, head of the PIMS 
cardiology department, sug-
gested that authorities shift Sharif 
to the hospital as his blood tests 
showed clotting which, accord-
ing to the doctor, was an alarm-
ing sign considering his medical 
history. His ECG was also not 
satisfactory.

The Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo has 
diabetes and undergone bypass 
surgery in 2016. He currently 
takes medication for his heart 
condition, cholestrol and dia-

betes.
Last week, PML-N president 

Shehbaz Sharif wrote a letter to 
caretaker Punjab government 
seeking better facilities for them 
at Adiala Jail.

Shehbaz had asked the au-
thorities to ensure continuous 
provision of medicines and med-
ical examination to Sharif from 
his personal doctor as he was 
suffering from dehydration and 
his blood urea content was 50 per 
cent higher than it should have 
been.  Meanwhile, security has 
been beefed up in and around 
the Adiala Jail. 

Beijing, July 29 (PTI): Tibet has 
been an “inalienable part” of China 
since ancient times, Premier Li Ke-
qiang has asserted as he hoped that 
religious groups in the sensitive 
region will continue to safeguard 
national unity and promote social 
harmony, the state media reported 
today. 

Disclosing details of Li’s previ-
ously unannounced visit to the 
remote Himalayan region, Xinhua 
news agency reported that during 
his visit from July 25 to July 27 to 
Nyingchi, Shannan, and Lhasa, Li 
talked with officials and residents 
and visited the famed Jokhang 
Temple and the upcoming Lhasa-
Nyingchi section of the Sichuan-
Tibet railway.

Li hoped that Tibet can stick 
to strategies and policies of the 
ruling Communist Party of China 
to achieve development and pros-
perity, safeguard national unity, 
enhance solidarity among ethnic 
groups, promote social and eco-
nomic development, and maintain 
lasting peace and stability in Tibet. 

While visiting Jokhang Temple, 

a renowned temple for Tibetan 
Buddhism in Lhasa, Li said Tibet 
has been an “inalienable part of 
China ever since ancient times 
and he hoped that religious circles 
will continue to make contribu-
tions in safeguarding national 
unity and promoting ethnic soli-
darity as well as social harmony,” 
apparently referring to the pro-
Dalai Lama sentiments in the 
sensitive region.

China views the Dalai Lama, 
who fled to India in 1959 after a 
failed uprising against Beijing’s rule 
in the remote Himalayan region, as 
a separatist. 

Development is key to increas-
ing people’s wealth and achieving 
prosperity in southwest China’s 
Tibet Autonomous Region, the 
premier said, adding that people’s 
livelihood should be improved 
through sustainable development, 
which should be based on actual 
conditions of Tibet.

He said that the Qinghai-Tibet 
Plateau is the “water tower” of 
China and Asia, where ecological 
conservation should be strength-

ened to support sustainable devel-
opment in the whole country.

At the construction site of the 
Lhasa-Nyingchi section of the 
Sichuan-Tibet railway, Li stressed 
the importance of the project to 
the development of Tibet and to 
ecological protection.

The railway project is ben-
eficial for Tibet to cultivate new 
growth drivers, and it is the right 
thing that must be done. Full con-
struction work should be acceler-
ated, Li said.

China has been building rail, 
road and air links in the remote 
Tibet, spending billions of dollars.

A railway line linking the Chi-
nese capital Beijing with Lhasa was 
put into operation in 2006. In 2014, 
another railway line linking Lhasa 
with Xigaze was opened.

China and Nepal last month 
agreed to build a strategic railway 
link connecting Tibet with Kath-
mandu, which Nepalese govern-
ment sees as an alternative trade 
route for supply of commodities to 
the landlocked Himalayan nation.

At present, infrastructure de-

velopment in the country’s central 
and western regions is relatively 
weak, and promoting effective 
investments to improve weak links 
will not only narrow the gap in 
regional development but also 
helpful for the country to cope with 
economic downturn, he said.

China should avoid strong 
stimulus and take targeted meas-
ures that are beneficial in both 
short and long terms, Li said.

He said that the government 
will step up support to hospitals in 
Tibet and colleges for traditional Ti-
betan medicine to meet the needs 
of local residents.

The premier said entrepre-
neurship and innovation in Tibet 
are very important to high-quality 
growth.

The country will create better 
environment to support the edu-
cation of skilled workers and train 
more talented workers that are in 
high demand, he said. 

Li said that the government will 
step up support for the research on 
precious documents and push cul-
tural inheritance and exchanges.

Dhaka, July 29 (PTI/AFP): 
A renowned Bangladesh 
photographer today said 
he has been the victim of 
“unwanted cruelty” after 
being sacked over an im-
age of a couple kissing that 
raised a social media storm 
in the conservative Muslim-
majority country.

The Purboposhchimbd 
news portal said Jibon 
Ahmed was “not fit” to work 
for the company because of 
doubts about whether the 
kiss image was staged.

Ahmed protested his 
innocence, insisted he has 
proof the image was spon-
taneous and said he has 
been roughed up by other 
photographers because of 
the image.

In a Facebook post, 
Ahmed said he had been 
“exposed to unwanted cru-
elty” due to the “powerful” 
photo.

“I never ever believed 
that one click would cre-
ate so many stories. Today 

due to this photo, the social 
and mainstream media are 
flooded with false and true 
stories about me,” he said of 
the divisions.

T h e  c o u p l e  w e r e 
snapped kissing in mon-
soon rain on the steps of the 
Dhaka University campus.

He posted it -- with the 
caption “Songs of rains -- let 
love be free” -- on his Face-
book page while the news 
portal also used it.

The photo quickly went 
viral in Bangladesh.

It drew social me-
dia praise for bringing a 
hint of social freedom. 
But conservatives ques-
tioned whether the photo 
had breached Bangladesh’s 
public decency mores.

Media commenters 
asked whether Ahmed 
sought the couple’s permis-
sion to publish the photo.

Ahmed -- who captured 
the harrowing aftermath of 
an attack on a Bangladesh-
born US writer hacked to 

death by Islamist extremists 
on the Dhaka campus three 
years ago -- said other pho-
tographers confronted him 
over the kiss image.

“They asked me why 
did I shoot the photo. One 
of them slapped me dur-
ing the quarrel,” he said. “I 
said it was a symbol of pure 
love.” 

After publishing the 
photo, Purboposhchimbd 
later wrote an article saying 
it believed the photo was 
“preplanned” and the pho-
tographer had “apologised”.

The editor, Khujista 
Nur-e-Naharin, said the 
company asked Ahmed to 
take legal action against the 
photographers who alleg-
edly beat him but he did 
not turn up for a meeting to 
discuss the issue.

She also said there 
were suspicions the photo 
was staged with “models” 
and that Ahmed was not 
“fit” to work for the news 
portal.
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Villagers walk near destroyed homes in an area affected by the early morning earthquake at Sajang village, 
Sembalun, East Lombok, Indonesia, Sunday, July 29, 2018.

AP/PTI

 A hand crew of firefighters from various San Diego County fire departments scratch out 
a fire line after a brushfire burned in De Luz, Calif., on Saturday, July 28, 

since 1985.
A total of 8.3 million 

Cambodians will cast their 
votes for the 125 parlia-
mentary seats, until 3 p.m.

International observers 
have been heavily critical 
of the elections, dismiss-
ing them as fraudulent and 
rigged by the CPP.

“This election is in real-
ity the funeral ceremony 
for Cambodian democ-
racy,” Asia Deputy Director 
of Human Rights Watch 
Phil Robertson tweeted.

The UN has also ques-
tioned the legitimacy of 
the elections, along with 
the US and the European 
Union, which withdrew 
aid to the National Election 
Committee of Cambodia 
and threatened to impose 
sanctions.

The Cambodian gov-
ernment has denied that 
there was any wrongdoing 
or unfairness, pointing to 
the number of candidates 
contesting the elections as 
well as the international 
observers sent to monitor. 

The election is be the 
sixth since the first demo-
cratic vote organised by 
the UN in 1993, follow-
ing peace agreements that 
had ended more than two 
decades of civil war be-
tween several Cambodian 
factions.
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Bollywood is witnessing a rising trend of adapting real-life stories for biopics but Akshay Kumar says 
he would never make a movie on himself.  Recently, Rajkumar Hirani’s “Sanju”, a biopic on Sanjay 
Dutt, did great business at the box office but was criticised for whitewashing the actor’s image. “I 
would never ever make a biopic on myself and I will never write a book on myself,” Akshay said in 
an interview here. “There are so many amazing stories in history, like Tapan Das (his character in 
‘Gold’), Arunachalam Muruganantham on whose life “Padman” was based, who have steered India 
in a positive direction. I would be a fool to make a biopic on myself. I would never even think of it, it 
will be a shallow thing to do for myself. I want to make biopic on real heroes and not reel heroes,” 
he added. Hindi cinema has been churning out biopics one after the other, with a string of films 
such as “Super 30”, “Manto”, “Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi”, a film on Olympic champion 
Abhinav Bindra and Prime Minister Narendra Modi already lined-up for theatrical release. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2 pm, 8 pm: Sahib Biwi Aur 
Gangster 3 (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Mission 
impossible - Fallout (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Mokokchung: XXVII MusicFest 
2018 on August 2 and 3rd

Medium no bar for Julia Roberts

Pierce Brosnan doesn’t 
think Bond will change

George Michael leaves nothing 
to lover Fadi Fawaz in will

Miss Dimpur 
audition on 
July 31 

Will Smith to become author

T
he longest-running 
annual event of the 
Mokokchung town, 
XXVII MusicFest 
2018 under Mokok-

chung Town Baptist Church 
Youth Department (MTBA) is 
set to commence from August 
2.

The theme for this year’s 
two-day MusicFest is “Kotaker 
Yimyim.”

Artists from the town as well 
as from other districts will per-
form during the mega event. 

MusicFest is a platform for the 
young artists of the church who 
can exhibit their God’s given 
talents at the same time an 
opportunity to witness and be 
encouraged by the perform-
ances of established musicians.

The Youth evangelist Mon-
glier Tzudir is the convenor of 
the event. 

During an interaction, 
Tzudir said that apart from 
giving a platform to the artists, 
MusicFest would inspire the 
youths to sing, write and listen 

to gospel music in the midst of 
many other genres.

The line-up for this edition 
of MusicFest has an eclectic 
mix of performers from the 
state and members from the 
youth departments.

Tzudir disclosed that unlike 
previous years, the organising 
committee is using the medi-
um of social media to publicise 
the event in a large scale and 
that besides the soul nour-
ishment in the form of good 
music, the audience will also 

stand a chance to win the XXVII 
MusisFest 2018 goodies.

Also, Tzudir welcomed the 
citizens of Mokokchung and 
the people who will visit the 
town for the Mini Hornbill Fes-
tival to join the celebration.

The organising committee 
is working tirelessly for the suc-
cess of the event and a sneak-
peak into the event can be seen 
at the MTBA youth department 
instagram page mtba_youth_
department.

Our Correspondent 

A
ctor Pierce Brosnan does not 
think the #MeToo movement will 
affect the James Bond franchise.

Brosnan has portrayed the 
character of Bond in “Goldeneye”, 

“Tomorrow Never Dies”, “The World is Not 
Enough” and “Die Another Day”. He hopes 
there will be more “respect between the 
genders” but though the iconic character 
has been criticised for being chauvinistic, he 
doesn’t think the current climate will bring 
his former alter ego to an end.

Asked if he thinks Bond can survive 
#MeToo, he told heat magazine: “Well, I 
have no idea if the new films are going to 
address these social issues. I think Bond will 
continue in the same vein. I would suspect 
so, because men will continue to be men 
and women likewise.

“One hopes there will be more respect 
between the genders. You hope that good 
things will come out of this #MeToo move-
ment.”

The #MeToo movement was started 
last year by actresses and models and other 
powerful women in Hollywood against 

sexual misconduct at work against celebri-
ties like disgraced Hollywood producer 
Harvey Weinstein.

Despite playing such an iconic charac-
ter, Pierce said it was not something that 
ever particularly impressed his kids, though 
his youngest two have now taken more 
of an interest, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

He said: “It was 
never really a big 
issue. Dad played 
James Bond - I 
think they just 
accepted it. It 
was probably a 
little abstract to 
them. Now that 
they are older and 
they have seen 
the movies, I 
think they look 
back at it with 
greater inter-
est.”

IANS

S
inger-songwriter 
George Michael 
has left nothing to 
lover Fadi Fawaz 
in his will.

His money is going to 
charities, his sisters and 
staff, reports The Sun.

The will includes a 
housekeeper from his 
North London home and 
another at Goring, Oxford-
shire.

Andros, the singer’s 
closest childhood friend, 
said most of the multi-mil-
lion fortune will go to chari-
ties and Michael’s sisters 
Yioda, 58, and Melanie, 56.

“People who worked 
for George and were loyal 
to him will be getting small 
amounts,” he added. 

However, Michael’s 
on-off lover Fadi, who 
found his body, has not 
permanently moved out of 
the will.

Andros said Fawaz, 

45, who received regular 
money from Michael, was 
contesting his exclusion 
from the will.

“Fadi is threatening to 
go all the way to High Court 
but I think the estate will 
have to settle with him. He 
has been offered 500,000 
pounds and I think the 
estate should pay a couple 
of million to get rid of him,” 

Andros said.
Dallas art dealer Kenny, 

59, the singer’s former beau 
from 1996 to 2011, was also 
contesting his exclusion 
in relation to their Goss-
Michael Foundation.

The “Wake Me Up 
Before You Go-Go” singer 
was found dead aged 53 on 
Christmas Day 2016.

IANS

T
he audi-
tion for 
Miss 
Dimapur 
2018 or-

ganised by the Ethnic 
Group of Nagaland 
(Egon) will be held 
on Tue. July 31 at 11 
am at IMC reception 
hall in Dimapur. 

The Egon has 
invited interested 
individuals to come 
forward for the audi-
tion. The criteria for 
registration are: She 
should be between 
the age of 17 years to 
24 years with height 
5.4 and above and 
marital status should 
be Single.  

EMN

A
ctor Will Smith has collabo-
rated on a book with the self-
help author Mark Manson, 
who wrote “The Subtle Art of 
Not Giving a F**k”.

The movie star announced the news 
through a video message on Instagram, 
reports pagesix.com.

“I’m writing a book! I got years and 
years of stuff I want to say, and I’m 
finally going to write a book for you all,” 
Smith said in the video.

The “Pursuit of Happiness” actor 
asked Manson in the video, “Are you 
feeling confident? Are you feeling like 
we’ll be able to do transcendent art with 
this book?”

Manson replied: “I spent the last 

six months with crippling anxiety, but 
today I feel great.”

Smith said: “We’re going to be meet-
ing with five publishers, we’re gonna 
pick one. And if I had to take a guess, 
I feel very confident that we’re gonna 
go with the highest bidder... I’m just 
saying.”

Manson’s “The Subtle Art of Not 
Giving a F*ck” has sold 3 million copies 
and was No. 1 on the Bestseller list.

Even though Smith has yet to write 
a book, the star has already inspired a 
number of motivational, independently 
published fan tomes by others with 
titles such as, “Will Smith’s Rules for 
Success”.

IANS

Biopic should be made on real heroes, not reel — Akshay

A
ctress Julia 
Roberts, who is 
returning to the 
small screen with 
“Homecoming” 

for the first time since the 
2014 TV movie “The 

Normal Heart”, says 
medium is no bar 

for her as long 
as she is able 

to “deliver 
entertain-
ment” into 
people’s 

homes.

Roberts said she wasn’t specifically 
looking for a return to television when 
“Homecoming” came up for her, reports 
variety.com.

“I guess I didn’t really think of it as 
small screen, big screen. I don’t know - 
my television is pretty big,” she quipped.

On a serious note, she said while hav-
ing “more time to shoot and more time 
to unravel people” seemed like a great 
opportunity, she doesn’t see a big distinc-
tion between the mediums today.

“Everything is just so good, the bar 
is just so high, and for me it’s just nice to 
bring something into people’s homes. 
We’re like a delivery service - we’re deliv-
ering entertainment into your homes,” 
she said.

“Homecoming” is Amazon’s new 
thriller based on Micah Bloomberg and 
Eli Horowitz’s podcast of the same name. 
She finds it “a great old-fashioned yarn 
set in this really modern conundrum of 
a morality play”. “And you put that in 
Sam Esmail’s (director) incredibly styl-
ish, capable, huge hands, it seemed 
a very safe place to be,” Roberts said 
at the Television Critics Association 
panel for the series here.

The “Money Monster” and 
“Wonder” star felt no difference in 
the process of filming “Homecom-
ing” from shooting a film. However, 
parts of it were challenging -- 
specifically an 11-page scene that 
was filmed as one continuously, 
traveling shot.

“It was a great men-
tal challenge every 
day.”

IANS

Simon Pegg on his friendship with Tom Cruise

E
nglish actor Simon 
Pegg considers Hol-
lywood actor Tom 
Cruise a good friend, 
and says it is “interest-

ing to get a glimpse of someone 
about whom there is so much 
speculation and gossip”.

“We have become friends. It 
has been 12 years and we have 
got to know each other better 
and better. I love working with 
Tom because he is such a profes-
sional and applies himself with 
such incredible commitment 
that it is hard not to try and keep 

up with that,” Pegg told IANS 
here. 

The actor and comedian 
became a part of the “Mis-
sion Impossible” world as a 
lab technician Benji Dunn, but 
has graduated to a field agent 
accompanying Ethan 

Hunt, essayed by Cruise, on his 
dangerous missions. 

“Tom is such an extraordi-
nary person. It is very interesting 
to get a glimpse of someone 
about whom there is so much 
speculation, gossip and talk. 
It is nice to actually see 
with a little more clarity 
about who that person 
actually is.”

Pegg is back as Benji 
with “Mission: Impos-
sible Fallout”, which 
has been helmed by 
Christopher McQuarrie. 
The Paramount Pictures 
movie is distributed 
in India by Viacom18 
Motion Pictures. It opened 
in India on July 27 in English, 

Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.
IANS
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Seoul, July 29 (IANS): About half of smartphones sold 
globally this year will have an Artificial Intelligence (AI)-
powered assistant, a report by an industry consulting firm 
showed Sunday.

According to Strategy Analytics (SA) Inc., 47.7 per cent 
of smartphones sold on the global market will be equipped 
with some kind of on-device AI assistant, up from 36.6 per 
cent last year, Yonhap news agency reported.

On-device AI is growing fast among smartphone 
vendors and by 2023, around 90 per cent of smartphones 
will have a built-in AI assistant, according to the Strategy 
Analytics report.

In 2017, Google Assistant rose to be the top AI assistant 
with a 46.7 per cent market share, followed by Apple’s Siri 
with 40.1 per cent, it said. The report said the market share 
of Google’s AI assistant is expected to climb to 51.3 per cent 
this year and 60.6 per cent by 2023.

San Francisco, July 28 (IANS): Google is finally rolling out 
the “Scheduled Routines” feature for its smart “Home” 
speakers that would help users make multi-step actions 
repeat on specific days with just one voice command.

Users will have six “Routines, including good morning, 
bedtime, leaving home, I’m home, commuting to work, 
and commuting home routines that they could customise 
and manage their maps, directions, parkings along with 
getting weather forecasts, busines, calender and event 
informations and more, DroidLife reported on Friday. 

For one person using Google Home, “personal results’ 
must be turned on to hear personal information, like 
calendar events and reminders. “If multiple users are us-
ing the same Google Home, everyone who wants to hear 
personal info on Google Home must link their Google 
Account and voice to Google Home, even the person who 
set up Google Home,” the search-engine giant wrote on 
Google Home Help support page.  According to Google, 
“Routines” will replac the “My Day” feature that users use 
to access on Google Home, the report added.

London, July 28 (IANS): An 
hour of football training 
session twice a week, com-
bined with dietary guidance 
can improve bone health in 
older adults with prediabe-
tes, claim researchers.

Individuals with predia-
betes and Type-2 diabetes 
have a higher prevalence of 
osteopenia -- a condition 
that occurs when the body 
does not make new bone 
as quickly as it reabsorbs 
old bone -- and 
bone fractures. 

The find-
ings, pub-
lished in 
the Scan-
dinavian 
J o u r n a l 
of  Medi-
c i n e  a n d 
Science in 
Sports, showed 
that playing foot-
ball derived significant 
positive effects in the legs 
and clinically important 
femoral sites.

“Our results show that 
football and dietary guid-
ance are indeed an effective 
cocktail for improving bone 
health,” said Magni Mohr, 
Associate Professor at the 
University of Southern Den-
mark.

“Football is a multipur-
pose sport that combines 
strength, endurance and 
high-intensity interval train-
ing, and this makes it a good 
tool for the prevention and 

treatment of Type-2 diabetes 
and other lifestyle diseases,” 
added Peter Krustrup, Pro-
fessor at the varsity.

For the study, a small 
group of 55 to 70 year olds 
underwent a 16 week inter-
vention comprising dietary 
guidance and twice weekly 
football training sessions 
lasting 30 to 60 minutes. 

Normally, one cannot 
think of football as some-
thing for 70-year-olds with 

low physical capac-
ity or poor bone 

health.
However, 

the research-
e r s  f o u n d 
that a modi-
fied version 
of football, 

the so-called 
Football Fit-

ness concept, 
which included a 

thorough warm-up, ball 
drills in pairs and games on 
small pitches, was feasible 
and effective for the middle-
aged and elderly patients.

After 16 weeks of train-
ing, changes in favour of 
football training were ob-
served for bone mineral 
content of the femoral neck 
(3.2 per cent) and femoral 
shaft (2.5 per cent) as well 
as for bone mineral content 
(32 g). 

The researchers empha-
sised that football is effective 
osteogenic training particu-
larly for the elderly.

Berlin, July 26 (Reuters): A 
team of international sci-
entists observing a star in 
the Milky Way have for the 
first time confirmed Ein-
stein’s predictions of what 
happens to the motion of 
a star passing close to a 
supermassive black hole.

Einstein’s 100-year-old 
general theory of relativity 
predicted that light from 
stars would be stretched to 
longer wavelengths by the 
extreme gravitational field 
of a black hole, and the star 
would appear redder, an ef-
fect known as gravitational 
red shift. “This was the first 
time we could test directly 
Einstein’s theory of gen-
eral relativity near a super-
massive black hole,” Frank 
Eisenhauer, senior astron-
omer at the Max Planck 
Institute for Extraterrestrial 
Physics, told journalists.

“At the time of Einstein, 
he could not think or dream 
of what we are showing 
today,” he said.

A team of scientists at 
the European Southern 
Observatory started moni-
toring the central area of 
the Milky Way using its Very 
Large Telescope to observe 
the motion of stars near the 
supermassive black hole 26 
years ago.

The black hole is 26,000 
light years away from Earth 
and has a mass 4 million 
times that of the Sun.

The scientists selected 
one star, S2, to follow. With 
an orbit of 16 years, they 
knew it would return close 
to the black hole in 2018.

Over 20 years, the ac-
curacy of their instruments 
has improved and so in 
May 2018, they were able 
to take extremely precise 

measurements in conjunc-
tion with scientists from 
around the world.

This showed the star’s 
orbital velocity increasing 
to more than 25 million 
kph (15.5 million mph) as it 
approached the black hole.

The star’s wavelength 
stretched as it sought to 
escape the gravitational 
pull of the supermassive 
black hole, shifting its ap-
pearance from blue to red, 
Odele Straub from the Paris 
Observatory said.

The scientists now hope 
to observe other theories of 
black hole physics, she said.

“This is the first step on 
a long road that the team 
has done over many years 
and which we hope to con-
tinue in the next years,” 
MPE’s Reinhard Genzel, 
who led the international 
team, said.

New York, July 29 (IANS): 
Robots, when left unse-
cured on the Internet, 
can expose users across 
the web, thereby allow-
ing hackers to control 
them remotely in ways 
that could be dangerous 
to both the robot and the 
human operators, warns 
a study.

It is possible to control 
these robots remotely -- to 
spy on camera feeds and 
even send commands to 
move the robots around, 
according to a study pre-
sented at the 2018 Robot-
ics Science and Systems 
conference in Pittsburgh, 
US.

For the study, a team 
of researchers from Brown 
University in Rhode Is-
land, US, carried out a 
worldwide scan in search 
of hosts running the Ro-
bot Operating System 
(ROS) over three different 
periods in 2017 and 2018.

They found as many 
as 100 exposed systems 
running ROS, up to 19 of 
which were considered 
to be fully operational 
robots. 

The findings are a re-
minder, the researchers 
said, that everyone needs 
to be mindful of security 
in an increasingly con-
nected digital world.

“Though a few unse-
cured robots might not 
seem like a critical issue, 

our study has shown that 
a number of research 
robots is accessible and 
controllable from the 
public Internet,” the re-
search team said. 

“It is likely these ro-
bots can be remotely ac-
tuated in ways (that are) 
dangerous to both the 
robot and the human op-
erators,” they added.

ROS is the dominant 
platform used in research 
robotics, which can be 
thought of like a robot’s 
central nervous system. 

The platform aggre-
gates all of a robot’s vari-
ous components -- its 
cameras, sensors and ac-
tuators -- and ties them 
to a central computing 
node. 

“ROS is a great tool 
for robotics research, but 
the designers explicitly 
left security to the end 
users,” said Stefanie Tel-
lex, a roboticist at Brown 
University and a study 
co-author. 

“It doesn’t require any 
authentication to connect 
to a ROS master, which 
means if you’re running 
ROS and it’s not behind a 
firewall, anyone can con-
nect to your robot,” Tellex 
added.

The researchers said 
they performed the study 
to highlight the fact that 
the security holes in ROS 
can easily be overlooked.

San Francisco, July 28 (IANS): Your 
health will play a key role in deter-
mining whether you would adopt 
as well as adapt to advanced tech-
nologies like Artificial Inteliegence 
(AI) and gene editing, an expert has 
emphasised.

“The healthier a person, he or 
she will be more likely to be open 
to the new beneficial thing than 
the less healthy person. And that 
openness dials up future readiness 
very severely,” said James L. Mc-
Quivey, Vice President, Principal 
Analyst, at global research firm 

Forrester, in a blog post on Friday. 
Openness to risk resides in the 

body, which then shapes the mind.
“Looking ahead to the inno-

vations coming, this means that 
healthier people are more likely to 
benefit from everything coming 
down the innovation pike than 
those who are less healthy,” Mc-
Quivey added.

According to him, physical 
health may influence emotional 
health, which would lead to intel-
lectual agility, openness to inno-
vation and finally to technology 

adoption.  “The product implica-
tions of this are huge, but so are 
the social ones, because many of 
the innovations about to occur will 
involve health and wellness.

“This will make health the new 
digital divide: Those who have it 
will use technology to have more 
of it; those who don’t won’t,” the ex-
pert said. However, physical health 
will not predict whether someone 
is a fashionista (that’s driven by so-
cial and personality needs, which 
are influenced by health but not 
always in one direction) nor will 

it predict timing of adoption, be-
cause in the end, you have to have 
money to buy a Tesla.

Health would also not predict 
wealth as effectively as it does over-
all adoption and future readiness.

“But the point is the healthier 
you are, the more likely you are to 
be ready for the future - from AI to 
gene editing,” McQuivey noted, 
saying that “the future manager 
will only want to hire the healthiest 
people. And the future marketer 
will want the healthiest custom-
ers!” 

NASA’s newest planet hunter 
starts science operations

Scientists confirm Einstein’s 
supermassive black hole theory

Robots left unsecured 
on Internet may pose 
danger — Study

AI can reveal your personality via eye movements

Twitter may block account for abusive chats during live broadcastsFootball may improve 
bone health in elderly 
with prediabetes — Study

Will you adopt new technologies in future? Ask your health

Plant-based food may boost your heart health Google Home to now schedule your day for youNearly 50% of smartphones to have 
AI assistant in 2018 — Report

Materials that could make 
batteries charge faster identified Washington, July 29 (IANS): After a success-

ful launch in April this year, NASA’s newest 
planet hunter, the Transiting Exoplanet Sur-
vey Satellite (TESS), has now started its 
search for planets around nearby 
stars.

Officially beginning sci-
ence operations on July 25, 
TESS is expected to trans-
mit its first series of science 
data back to Earth in Au-
gust, and thereafter peri-
odically every 13.5 days, once 
per orbit, as the spacecraft 
makes it closest approach to 
Earth, NASA said in a statement.

“I’m thrilled that our new planet hunter 
mission is ready to start scouring our solar 
system’s neighborhood for new worlds,” 
said NASA Astrophysics Division Director 

Paul Hertz.
“Now that we know there are more 

planets than stars in our universe, I look 
forward to the strange, fantastic worlds 

we’re bound to discover,” 
Hertz added. 

TESS is NASA’s latest 
satellite to search for plan-

ets outside our solar system, 
known as exoplanets. 

The mission will spend the 
next two years monitoring the 

nearest and brightest stars for 
periodic dips in their light. 
These events, called transits, sug-

gest that a planet may be passing in front 
of its star. 

TESS is expected to find thousands of 
planets using this method, some of which 
could potentially support life.

Toronto, July 28 (IANS): 
Consuming a plant-based 
diet that includes nuts, soy, 
pulses, beans, peas and a 
little amount of plant ste-
rolsa may reduce many risk 
factors for cardiovascular 
disease including blood 
pressure, triglycerides and 
inflammation, a new study 
has found.

According to the re-
searchers, the plant-based 
dietary pattern is known 
as portfolio diet and it is 
based on a 2,000 calorie 
diet.

In addition to reducing 
low-density lipoprotein 

cholesterol (bad choles-
terol) by about 30 per cent 
when combined with a 
low-saturated fat diet -- a 
level comparable to medi-
cations, the researchers 
found the diet limited other 
factors for an estimated 13 
per cent reduction in the 
overall risk for coronary 
heart disease, which in-
cludes angina and heart 
attack.

“We have known the 
portfolio diet lowers LDL 
cholesterol, but we didn’t 
have a clear picture of what 
else it could do,” said co-
author John Sievenpiper, 

Associate Professor at the 
University of Toronto in 
Canada.

“This study allows for 
greater clarity and certainty 
about the effects of the diet 
and its health potential,” 
Sievenpiper added.

For the study, published 
in the journal Progress in 
Cardiovascular Diseases, 
the researchers conducted 
a meta-analysis that com-
bined results from seven 
controlled trials involving 
more than 400 patients.

They found that spe-
cific risk factors varied from 
about a 2 per cent reduc-

tion (for blood pressure) to 
a 32 per cent reduction (for 
inflammation).

The researchers said 
that dietary and lifestyle 
modifications can enable 
patients to manage high 
cholesterol and cardiovas-
cular risk, and the current 
study provides further ra-
tionale for that approach.

Adherence to the diet 
can be challenging for 
some patients, but many 
find that incorporating just 
a few more plant-based 
foods offers noticeable 
benefits, the researchers 
noted.

London, July 29 (IANS): Re-
searchers from University of 
Cambridge have identified 
a group of materials that 
could be used to make bat-
teries charge faster.

In the study published 
in the journal Nature, the 
researchers used materials 
with a complex crystalline 
structure and found that 
lithium ions move through 
them at rates that far exceed 
those of typical electrode 
materials.

Although these mate-
rials, known as niobium 
tungsten oxides, do not 
result in higher energy 
densities when used under 
typical cycling rates, they 
come into their own for fast 
charging applications, the 
study said. 

“Many battery materials 
are based on the same two 
or three crystal structures, 
but these niobium tungsten 
oxides are fundamentally 
different,” said Kent Griffith, 

a postdoctoral researcher in 
Cambridge’s Department of 
Chemistry and the paper’s 
first author. 

The oxides are held 
open by “pillars” of oxygen, 
which en-
ables lith-
ium ions 
t o  m ov e 
t h r o u g h 
t h e m  i n 
three di-
mensions. 

“ T h e 
o x y g e n 
p i l l a r s , 
o r  s h e a r 
p l a n e s , 
m a k e 
these materials more rigid 
than other battery com-
pounds, so that, plus their 
open structures means that 
more lithium ions can move 
through them, and far more 
quickly,” Griffith said. 

In their simplest form, 
batteries are made of three 
components: a positive 

electrode, a negative elec-
trode and an electrolyte. 

When a battery is charg-
ing, lithium ions are extract-
ed from the positive elec-
trode and move through 

the crystal structure and 
electrolyte to the negative 
electrode, where they are 
stored. 

The faster this process 
occurs, the faster the battery 
can be charged.

Using a  technique 
called pulsed field gradient 
(PFG) nuclear magnetic 

resonance (NMR) spectros-
copy, which is not readily 
applied to battery electrode 
materials, the researchers 
measured the movement 
of lithium ions through 

the oxides, 
and found 
that they 
moved at 
rates sev-
eral orders 
of magni-
tude high-
e r  t h a n 
t y p i c a l 
electrode 
materials.

M o s t 
n e g a -

tive electrodes in current 
lithium-ion batteries are 
made of graphite, which 
has a high energy density, 
but when charged at high 
rates, tends to form spindly 
lithium metal fibres known 
as dendrites, which can cre-
ate a short-circuit and cause 
the batteries to catch fire 

and possibly explode.
“In high-rate applica-

tions, safety is a bigger con-
cern than under any other 
operating circumstances,” 
said Professor Clare Grey 
who is the paper’s senior 
author.

“These materials (nio-
bium tungsten oxides), and 
potentially others like them, 
would definitely be worth 
looking at for fast-charging 
applications where you 
need a safer alternative to 
graphite,” Grey said. 

In addition to their high 
lithium transport rates, the 
niobium tungsten oxides 
are also simple to make, the 
study said.

Apart from a possibil-
ity of a smartphone which 
could be fully charged in 
minutes, better batteries 
can also lead to the wide-
spread adoption of two 
major clean technologies: 
electric cars and grid-scale 
storage for solar power.  

San Francisco, July 29 
(IANS): Twitter is getting 
tough on those who send 
abusive comments on its 
livestreaming platform Peri-
scope as the microblogging 
site said it would suspend 
the accounts of such ha-
bitual offenders from Au-
gust 10.

The company will en-
force its Periscope Com-
munity Guidelines more ag-
gressively by reviewing and 
suspending accounts of re-
peat offenders, TechCrunch 
reported on Saturday. 

“As part of our ongoing 
effort to build a safer ser-

vice, we are launching more 
aggressive 
e n f o r c e -
ment of our 
guidelines 
related to 
chats sent 
during live 
broadcasts,” 
according 
to a Peri-
scope blog 
post.

The Periscope Com-
munity Guidelines apply 
to all broadcasts on both 
Periscope and Twitter, the 
post added.

Currently, Periscope’s 

comment moderation pol-
icy involves 
g r o u p 
m o d e r a -
tion to de-
termine if 
s o m e o n e 
can contin-
ue chatting.  
S o  w h e n 
s o m e o n e 
reports an 
a b u s i v e 

comment, Periscope ran-
domly selects a few other 
viewers to review the com-
ment to determine if it is 
spam, abuse or appears 
alright. 

“Starting on August 
10, we will also review and 
suspend accounts for re-
peatedly sending chats that 
violate our guidelines. If you 
are in a broadcast and see 
a chat that may violate our 
guidelines, please report it,” 
the Periscope blog post said.

“We’re committed to 
making sure everyone feels 
safe, whether you’re broad-
casting or just tuning in. 
Look out for more changes 
across policies, product, 
and enforcement as we 
continue to make both Peri-
scope and Twitter safer,” it 
added.

Sydney, July 28 (IANS): Researchers 
have developed an Artificial intel-
ligence (AI)-based system that can 
reveal your personality type just by 
looking at your eye movements.

The system uses Machine 
Learning (ML) algorithms to 
demonstrate a link between 
personality and eye move-
ments.

The findings showed that 
people’s eye movements re-
veal whether they are sociable, 
conscientious or curious, with 
the algorithm software reliably 
recognising four of the “Big 
Five” personality traits -- neu-
roticism, extroversion, agree-
ableness and conscientious-
ness.

“People are always looking for 
improved, personalised services. How-
ever, today’s robots and computers 
are not socially aware so they cannot 
adapt to non-verbal cues,” said Dr 
Tobias Loetscher from University of 
South Australia. 

“This research provides opportuni-
ties to develop robots and computers 
so that they can become more natu-
ral, and better at interpreting human 

social signals,” Loetscher added in a 
university statement. 

The research was done by the 
University of South Australia in part-
nership with the University of Stutt-
gart, Flinders University and the Max 
Planck Institute for Informatics in 
Germany, 

Researchers tracked the eye move-
ments of 42 participants as they un-
dertook everyday tasks around a 
university campus.

The study provided 
new links between pre-
viously under-investi-
gated eye movements 
and personality traits, 
delivering important 
insights for emerging 
fields of social signal 
processing and social 
robotics.

“There’s certainly 
the potential for these 
findings to improve 
human-machine inter-
actions,” Dr Loetscher 

said.
“Thanks to our machine-learning 

approach, we not only validate the role 
of personality in explaining eye move-
ment in everyday life, but also reveal 
new eye movement characteristics as 
predictors of personality traits,” said 
the researchers.
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Off-road driver Yanren Jamio, at extreme right, won in the recently concluded Isuzu RFC India season 
5 that was held in Goa from July 21 till the 28th. This is the fifth edition of the Rain Forest Challenge 
(RFC), which started in 2014 with its mother event held at Malaysia. RFC, rated as top 10 toughest 
motorsports event in the world is a tough event for 4x4 enthusiasts experiencing jungle adventure 
with hardship, endurance and extremities. Yanren Jamio, of the association of off-roaders of Nagaland, 
and Satish Kumar sealed the 1st position in 1611cc to 3010cc petrol engines category. Yanren is a 
mechanical engineer who deals and modifies off-road vehicles. He participated in the event for the 
5th time and was informed to be the only off roader from Nagaland at the event, updates said.

Stephen Constantine who 
manages the Indian national 
football team, gestures as he 
talks with the media, in New 
Delhi on Sunday, July 29.

PTI

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton celebrates on the podium after winning the Hungarian Grand Prix alongside 
second placed Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel and third placed Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen at Hungaroring, 
Budapest on Sunday, July 29.

Hamilton wins Hungarian GP 
to extend lead over rival Vettel

Dimapur district U-16 lift Nagaland 
inter-district cricket tournament

Football coach Constantine slams IOA's decision to bar Asiad participation

Assam Rifles to conduct district 
level football tournament in Wokha

Winning off

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): 
Dimapur district team lifted 
the U-16 Nagaland inter 
district cricket tournament 
by defeating Mokokchung 
team by eight wickets in the 
finals.

According to a press 
note, with this win Dimapur 
won all formats of the Na-
galand inter-district tour-
naments in U-19, U-23, 
seniors, and U-16 in the 

current year 2018.
Nagaland is all set to 

participate in all age group 
and senior tournaments in-
cluding women's in the cur-
rent year under the BCCI. 

Scores
Dimapur won the toss n 

elected to field first
Mokokchung: 142 all 

out in 27.1 overs
Ayimnukshi scored 77 

runs and Vibrant 11 runs

Subject claimed three 
wickets and Jitender two 
wickets. 

Dimapur: 143 for 2 in 
25.5 overs

Sujal, Yughandar, and 
Kundan scored 28, 38, and 
31 runs each. 

Imtilenshu and Irfan 
took 1 wicket each. 

Player of the tourna-
ment: Yughandar Singh (Di-
mapur team).New Delhi, July 29 (IANS): 

India's football team coach 
Stephen Constantine on 
Sunday said the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) 
has made an appalling de-
cision of not sending the 
men's and women's teams 
to the Asian Games to be 
held in Indonesia in August.

The IOA had decided 
not to send the teams to 
the Asiad as they could not 
meet the qualifying criteria 
set by the national Olympic 
body, though they quali-
fied as per the norms of the 
Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA).

Constantine said that 

the Asiad comes after every 
four years and based on the 
previous performances one 
cannot make such deci-
sions.

"Cannot tell you how 
disappointed I am. I think 
it is an appalling decision. 
Based on the results of the 
previous Asian Games you 
cannot make such deci-
sion," Constantine told 
reporters ahead of the na-
tional camp for the SAFF 
Games in September.

" T h e  A s i a n  g a m e s 
comes after four years and 
it is not the same team in 
every four years. We are not 
the same team we were four 

Dimapur, July 29 (EMN): The 28th Assam 
Rifles in a press statement informed that it 
will be conducting a District Level Football 
Tournament under Operation Sadbhavana 
for the year 2018-19 to be held from August 
6 at the Wokha local ground.

No registration fee will be charged 
for the tournament, therefore interested 
teams /clubs are requested to take part in 
the tournament. 

It is also informed that two best teams 

will be selected to represent the region 
in the forth coming “Nagaland Football 
Tournament in Memory of Captain (Late) 
Kenguruse, Maha Vir Chakra” which is 
scheduled to be conducted at Kohima from 
September 10 till the 17th. 

The winner, first and second runners-
up will be awarded a cash prize of INR 
30,000, 20,000, and 10,000 besides five 
individual prizes will also be given added 
the note.

Budapest, July 29 (Reuters): 
Formula One world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton won 
the Hungarian Grand Prix 
from pole position for Mer-
cedes on Sunday to go into 
the August break with a 
24-point lead over Ferrari 
rival Sebastian Vettel.

Vettel was runner-up, 
17.1 seconds behind, and 
surviving a late collision 
with Hamilton's team mate 
Valtteri Bottas who also 
banged bodywork with Red 
Bull's Australian Daniel Ric-
ciardo.

Ferrari, mourning the 
death of former chairman 
Sergio Marchionne, had 
Kimi Raikkonen finish third 
to complete a podium of 
champions on a dry and 
sweltering afternoon at the 
Hungaroring outside Bu-
dapest.

The victory was Ham-
ilton's record sixth in Hun-
gary, fifth of the season and 
67th of his career.

In a race effectively de-
cided by Saturday's wet 
qualifying, when Mercedes 
locked out the front row of 
the grid against expecta-
tion, Hamilton was never 
challenged.

"We came here know-
ing Ferrari would be re-
ally quick this weekend so to 
come out with these points, 
we'll definitely take it as a 
bonus," said Hamilton in 
a pitlane interview after 
embracing team members.

"I'm really happy with 
how strong it's come in 

the last couple of races. 
We've got to come strong 
in the next half," added the 
33-year-old, who won in 
Germany from 14th place 
on the grid a weekend ear-
lier. After 12 races, Hamilton 
has 213 points to Vettel's 
189.

Tyre strategies were also 
crucial at a relatively slow 
and twisty circuit where 
overtaking is always dif-
ficult, with track tempera-
tures hovering around 50 
degrees Celsius.

Vettel started on the 
softs and went for a longer 
first stint than Mercedes, 
worried by Ferrari's quick 
getaways, who opted for 
ultrasofts that were quicker 
at the start but faded more 
rapidly.

Lining up in fourth place 
on the grid, Vettel grabbed 
third from Raikkonen im-
mediately but could not 
find a way past Bottas who 
slotted in behind Hamilton 
as a defense against the red 
threat.

"We were out of posi-
tion. I think we could have 
gone with Lewis today with 
the race pace," said Vettel.

"P2 is not really what we 
wanted this weekend but I 
think it was the maximum 
today."
Angry Verstappen
Raikkonen, without water 
during the race after Ferrari 
forgot to connect the bottle, 
made two stops and agreed 
third -- his fifth successive 
podium finish -- was the 
best he could have hoped 

for in the circumstances.
"We caught up with 

Bottas after the first stop 
but there was no chance to 
overtake. So our option was 
to stop again and try again. 
At least we got one place 
back but far from ideal," 
said the Finn.

"I think we had pretty 
good speed today. But what 
can you do? Sometimes it's 
like that, but you take the 
points and go on to the next 
one."

Ricciardo,  start ing 
12th, finished fourth but 
his Dutch team mate Max 
Verstappen retired early 
on with a Renault engine 
failure that infuriated both 
driver and team boss Chris-
tian Horner.

"We pay multi-millions 
of pounds for these engines 
and for first class, or state-
of-the-art, product and you 
can see it's quite clearly 
some way below that," said 
Horner.

Bottas ended up fifth, 
and was called to see stew-
ards about the collisions, 
with French driver Pierre 
Gasly sixth for Toro Rosso.

Kevin Magnussen was 
a lapped seventh for Haas, 
lifting the U.S.-owned team 
to fifth and ahead of Force 
India, with double world 
champion Fernando Alonso 
eighth for McLaren on his 
37th birthday.

Carlos Sainz took two 
points for Renault in ninth 
and Romain Grosjean made 
sure of another for Haas.

or eight years ago. 
"So for me it is a huge 

disappointment and I think 
we have a good opportunity 
to qualify from the groups, 
so I think it is very very poor 
decision," he added.

Constantine has sum-
moned four U-19 players 
-- Prabhsukhan Singh Gill, 
Suresh Singh Wangjam, 
Rahim Ali and Rahul KP 
-- who represented India 
in the FIFA Under-17 World 
Cup last year -- for India's 
preparatory camp, starting 
here on Monday, for the 
SAFF Championship.

Asked about goalkeeper 
Dheeraj Singh, who was 
highly impressive in the 
World Cup last year, has 

given many promises but 
were not fulfilled, the Eng-
lish coach said: "That really 
has nothing to do with me."

He went on to say: 
"There was a lot of hype 
on the U-17 team. They did 
not win any games in the 
World Cup. I dont know 
what the hype is about, we 
did okay. 

"Why we are making 
such a big deal? They did 
not qualify for the World 
Cup, they hosted it. I think 
t o o  m u c h  w a s  m a d e. 
They (as part of AIFF de-
velopmental team Indian 
Arrows) also played in I-
League and came last."


