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People trying to cross a portion of NH 29, which was damaged by a landslide on Saturday. 
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APBlood Moon Rising: The moon turns red during a total lunar eclipse, behind the Saentis in Luzern, Switzerland, Friday, July 27, 2018. 
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Landslide cuts off NH-29 at Phesama

'Blood moon' dazzles skygazers in century's longest eclipse
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
Incessant rain in Kohima 
during the past several days 
continue to trigger land-
slides in various parts of 
the district. The latest was 
a massive landslide that 
occurred at Phesama vil-
lage, in Kohima district, on 
Saturday evening, affecting 
NH-29 along the Dimapur-
Kohima-Mao (DKM) sec-
tor. The sector connects 
Nagaland with Manipur. 
Traffic on said road was 

completely disturbed fol-
lowing the landslide.

 According to the Ko-
hima District Disaster 
Management Authority 
(DDMA), a landslide meas-
uring about half a kilometre 
in breadth occurred be-
tween Phesama village and 
the FCI godown towards 
Kohima town. Two private 
excavators were immedi-
ately pressed into action. 
However by nightfall, the 
situation became ‘too risky’ 
to continue with clear-

ing debris. A considerable 
number of heavy vehicles 
including buses and trucks 
carrying essential goods 
were seen stranded in the 
area where the landslide 
occurred.

While the Kohima traffic 
police could not be reached 
for details, Phesama village 
youths have informed that 
light vehicles coming from 
Kohima can be diverted 
from the Lerie junction 
(CRPF camp) and take the 
Pfüchama-Phesama-Kig-

wema route and vice versa.
Although there was no 

official statement to cor-
roborate it, many consider 
that the landslide may have 
been triggered by quarrying 
in the same hillock. There 
are several stone quarries in 
and around the site where 
the incident occurred.

The advisor for Youth 
Resources and Sports, Zale 
Neikha, rushed to the spot 
to take stock of the situa-
tion.

He said that the highway 

Paris, July 28 (AFP/PTI): 
The longest "blood moon" 
eclipse this century dazzled 
skygazers across the globe, 
coinciding with Mars' clos-
est approach in 15 years in a 
thrilling celestial spectacle.

As Earth's constant 
companion slowly sailed 
across the skies, crowds 
gathered around the world 
yesterday to catch a glimpse 
of the rare phenomenon. 
Beside Lake Magadi, 100 
kilometres southwest of 
the Kenyan capital Nairobi, 
young members of the Maa-
sai community watched 
the eclipse through a high-
powered telescope provided 
by a local couple.

"Until today I thought 
Mars, Jupiter and the other 
planets were in the imagi-
nation of scientists," Purity 
Sailepo, 16, told AFP.

"But now I've seen it I 
can believe it and I want 
to be an astronomer to tell 
other people." Unlike with 
a solar eclipse, viewers did 
not need protective eye gear 
to observe the rare display. 
For about half the world, the 
moon was partly or fully in 
Earth's shadow from 1714 to 

2328 GMT -- six hours and 
14 minutes in all.

The period of complete 
eclipse -- known as "totali-
ty", when the moon appears 
darkest -- lasted from 1930 
to 2113 GMT. At the same 
time, Mars hovered near the 
moon in the night sky, easily 
visible to the naked eye.

Amateur astronomers 
in the southern hemisphere 
were best-placed to witness 
the rare sight, especially in 
southern Africa, Australia, 
and Madagascar, though 
it was also visible in Eu-
rope, South Asia and South 
America. More than 2,000 
people including many chil-
dren armed with binoculars 
gathered in the Tunisian 
capital of Tunis.

"I hope this eclipse will 
bring us happiness and 
peace," said Karima, 46, 
without taking her eyes 
off the sky. However, bad 
weather thwarted the cos-
mic display in several parts 
of the world.

Widespread monsoon 
rainstorms and thick clouds 
hid the moon across much 
of India and its neighbours, 
which should have had a 
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serves as a lifeline to sev-
eral villages in the southern 
Angami region and neigh-
bouring Manipur state. He 
expressed apprehension 
that the inclement weather 
could wash away substan-
tial portions of the road.

Neikha was said to be 
returning from inspecting 
another landslide at Viswe-
ma village, which has not 
only completely cut off the 
Viswema to Zuketsa road 
but also damaged about 
seven houses. At least four 
families were reported to 
have been rendered home-
less but they have been pro-
vided shelter within families 
and relatives, Zale said. The 
Kohima DDMA is reported 
to have provided imme-
diate relief to the affected 
families. 

Besides, another land-
slide occurred in the High 
School area of Kohima town. 
It affected eight households. 

As per the DDMA, other 
localities that were hit by 
similar problems during the 
past couple of days included 
the Old Ministers’ Hill road, 
and the Civil Secretariat to 
New Medical College road 
in Khuzama village.

Authorities have in-
formed travellers to carry 
water, fruits and other light 
food items when travel-
ling as it was unpredictable 
where and when they might 
face emergencies.

Nagaland gets its first ‘water 
ATM’ at Kohima College 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
The minister for Higher 
and Technical Education, 
Temjen Imna Along, has 
inaugurated Nagaland’s first 
smart drinking water facil-
ity, a ‘water ATM’, in Kohima 
College on Saturday. The 
‘water ATM’ will provide 
clean drinking water at af-
fordable price.

The smart cards or 
inbuilt coin-based ‘water 
vending system’ will be pro-
vided to students to avail the 
facility. The purified water 
will cost a nominal charge 

of INR 10 to buy 20 litres 
of Reverse Osmosis, or RO, 
water and 0.3 litres for INR 1. 

The minister said in 
his speech that “any smart 
initiatives that can build our 
people is an added bonus, 
not only for the students 
and faculties but also the 
people around.” 

Observing that the qual-
ity of water in the college 
was not up to the mark, he 
felt the need to provide clean 
drinking water to the stu-
dents at affordable prices, 
for which he took initiative 
for the project in collabora-

tion with ZSEE Smart Water 
Solution. He hoped that the 
students and the locality 
would benefit from it.

Inato Shohe, general 
manager of ZSEE Smart 
Water Solutions, said it was 
the first smart water project 
in the state. “The manage-
ment has decided to pro-
vide clean drinking water 
using Ultra Filtration and 
RO technology, dispensing 
through water ATM, to the 
first two colleges in Kohima 
College and Dimapur Gov-
ernment College as a pilot 
project,” he said.

Verbal duel between activist and health official on World Hepatitis Day 
Our Correspondent

Kohima, July 28 (EMN): The 
Union Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare has launched 
the National Viral Hepatitis 
Control Program (NVHCP) 
in New Delhi marking World 
Hepatitis Day, on Saturday. 
The objective is to eliminate 
viral hepatitis by 2030 and 
reduce morbidity and mor-
tality from India due to viral 
hepatitis. This would be done 
by providing free drugs and 
diagnostics facilities for hepa-
titis B and C at all government 
hospitals. 

While welcoming the 
move, state’s health activists 
are, however, dismayed that 
Nagaland did not make it to 
the initial list of the NVHCP 
because the state’s policymak-
ers reportedly failed to support 
the concern at the national 
level. Likewise, the National 
Health Mission (NHM) in Na-
galand reportedly failed to pro-
pose any such programme in 
their annual action plan (AAP). 

Speaking at a programme 

marking the day in Kohima, 
the former president of Na-
galand Users’ Network (NUN) 
Ketho Angami lamented that 
despite Viral Hepatitis, par-
ticularly Hepatitis C becoming 
an urgent health concern, the 
state’s department of Health 
had failed its patients by not 
providing any sort of treatment 
or care support.

“We continue to count 
dead bodies, and those few 
lucky ones who are able to 
undergo treatment also had to 
undergo many hardships due 
to lack of improper testing and 
diagnosis facilities and also 
having to pay for the exorbi-
tant price for their treatment,” 
he said. He expressed concern 
that some doctors were pre-
scribing ‘wrong treatment regi-
mens and charge unaffordable 
prices simply benefitting the 
pharmaceutical companies.’ 

“In spite of our advocacy 
and the government being 
aware of the high disease bur-
den, the health department 
has just been a mute listener 

and for which, the IDSP (In-
tegrated Disease Surveillance 
Programme) and NHM have 
to be held accountable for the 
increase of new infections and 
every HBV and HCV related 
deaths,” Angami said.

“Alongside, we started cre-
ating awareness for HBV and 
HCV prevention and treat-
ment without any support 
from the government or any 
funders, we started advocating 
with the generic pharmas for 
price reduction and have start-
ed to put people on treatment, 
we went on to understanding 
more of the Central and state 
government’s initiatives by 
filing RTI at NCDC, NACO, 
NSACS and health depart-
ment. We see people waiting to 
be put on treatment, but along 
the way, we also see people 
dying,” he lamented, while 
asserting that the state cannot 
‘continue to let people die.’

Angami argued that the 
state government needed to 
provide healthcare because it 
was a ‘subject with Article 21 

of the Constitution of India 
guaranteeing protection of life 
and personal liberty to every 
citizen.’

“Failure of a government 
hospital to provide a patient 
timely medical treatment re-
sults in violation of the pa-
tient’s right to life. Similarly, the 
court has upheld the state's 
obligation to maintain health 
services,” he reminded.

If the state continues to 
shun the gravity of viral hepa-
titis and the burden it was 
causing on the citizens, health 
activists and related NGOs will 
take up legal course to pursue 
the people’s rights, he warned. 
“We will/may soon have to 
meet in the court,” he told the 
department officials present.

Taking about issues regard-
ing procurement of medicines, 
the director of Health and 
Family Welfare, Dr. Tokuho 
Chishi, said there were specific 
requirements such as the tem-
perature conditions in which 
the drugs should be stored etc. 
He said doctors were in no way 

involved in manufacturing 
drugs, and denied the allega-
tion that doctors were involved 
in making a business out of 
medicines. 

Chishi asserted that the 
problem with the cost of medi-
cines arises due to the absence 
of a drug regulating authority. 
On the other hand, he implied 
that pharmaceutical compa-
nies have a huge influence. 
Therefore, he said, instead of 
crucifying the department, 
the NGOs should also try to 
approach the prime minister’s 
office as the prime minister 
has the power to change the 
existing system. With regard to 
lack of data, he said the World 
Health Organisation was also 
to blame as nowhere in the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals is hepatitis mentioned.

Speaking on treatment is-
sues of viral hepatitis in Na-
galand, Dr. Kejavisa Savino of 
Oking Hospital Kohima said 
lack of support system and 
high treatment cost continue 
to be a major concern. He felt 

that much has been done for 
other health issues such as ma-
laria, tuberculosis and HIV and 
AIDS, and viral hepatitis needs 
to be battled on similar footing. 

Stating that people, both 
young and old, should get 
educated on the facts of hepa-
titis and get vaccinated early, 
he also advocated that the 
topic should be included in 
the school curriculum as well. 
The programme was jointly 
organised by Nagaland State 
AIDS Control Society (NSACS), 
NUN and Kripa Foundation.

The NVHCP aims to sup-
port and scale-up hepatitis 
prevention, testing, treat-
ment and care services; treat 
a minimum of 3 lakh hepatitis 
C cases over a period of three 
years; will benefit over five 
crore people; provide labo-
ratory testing and manage-
ment of viral hepatitis with a 
de-centralised approach un-
der the umbrella of National 
Health Mission and scaled up 
to Health and Wellness Cen-
tres in a phased manner.

Retiring truant teachers fake news, says Zbto DC 
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): Contrary to claims 
in social media posts about the authorities 
asking truant and absentee teaching per-
sonnel to retire, the deputy commissioner 
(DC) of Zunheboto, Shanavas C has clarified 
that he has not asked ‘absentee teachers 
to retire if they do not want to turn up for 
classes regularly.’

It was on Saturday that social media 
users uploaded pictures of the DC and two 
of his officers teaching at the Zunheboto 
government higher secondary school. It 
was claimed that they were teaching at the 
school because some teachers were absent.

When contacted, the DC told Eastern 
Mirror that although they did teach at the 
school, there was no ultimatum that was 
served. He said that the news was exagger-
ated.  Shanavas said that the teachers and 

the principal of the school were ‘hardworking 
and cooperative.’

The administrator said that many gov-
ernment schools in Nagaland have been 
showing unsatisfactory performance in ex-
aminations especially in Zunheboto in the 
recent years. “The pass percentage is very 
low and does not even cross 10%,” he said.

The students lack basic foundation in 
mathematics and science, the DC said. 
“This was the reason why we took the 
initiative to build the basic foundation for 
the students,” Shanavas explained. It has 
been two weeks since the initiative began, 
he said, and it will continue as long as he 
holds office. Currently, students of class 10 
and 12 are being tutored in mathematics 
and science for two hours once every week 
on Saturdays. On non-working Saturdays, 
they teach on Friday. 

NRC effect: Zeliang 
claims ‘influx of 
IBIs’ into Nagaland 
Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): The leader of 
opposition in the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly, TR Zeliang, has urged po-
litical parties, civil society, and student 
organisations and village councils to 
‘come out in unison’ against what he 
claimed was “influx of IBIs (‘illegal’ 
Bangladeshi immigrant) into the state 
even as the release of the second Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC) of the 
Assam government is slated for July 30.”

A press release from Zeliang on 
Saturday stated that villages border-
ing Assam “must be more vigilant and 
adopt measures to thwart off any infil-
tration attempt by IBIs.” While lauding 
the recent ‘advisories’ from the state’s 
government, Zeliang stated that “one-
time checking cannot bring forth any 
tangible result.”

According to him, the state gov-
ernment should “carry out house-to-
house enumeration for identification 
of non-locals (sic) who had entered the 
state before and after 1963.”

prime view. Similarly, eager 
observers who had assem-
bled on cliffs and beaches in 
the English county of Dorset 
were left in the dark due to 
an overcast sky.

"It's disappointing," 
Tish Adams, 67, told AFP. "I 
took a few photos but there 
was nothing but a streak of 
pink in the sky." Those gath-
ered in Brazil's Rio de Janei-

ro had more luck, snapping 
the red moon in the clear 
night sky with their phones 
and cameras.

"I thought it was very 
pretty and I liked the planet 

Mars even more, which you 
could see right next to the 
moon," said Talita Oliveira, 
34. Mars appeared unusu-
ally large and bright, a mere 
57.7 million kilometres (35.9 

million miles) from Earth 
on its elliptical orbit around 
the sun.

A total lunar eclipse 
happens when Earth takes 
position in a straight line 
between the moon and sun, 
blotting out the direct sun-
light that normally makes 
our satellite glow whitish-
yellow. The moon travels 
to a similar position every 
month, but the tilt of its or-
bit means it normally passes 
above or below the Earth's 
shadow -- so most months 
we have a full moon without 
an eclipse.

When the three celestial 
bodies are perfectly lined 
up, however, the Earth's 
atmosphere scatters blue 
light from the sun while 
refracting or bending red 
light onto the moon, usu-
ally giving it a rosy blush. 
This is what gives the phe-
nomenon the name "blood 
moon", though Mark Bailey 
of the Armagh Observatory 
in Northern Ireland said the 
colour can vary greatly.

It depends partly on 
"how cloudy or transparent 
those parts of the Earth's 
atmosphere are which en-

able sunlight to reach the 
moon", he told AFP. "Dur-
ing a very dark eclipse the 
moon may be almost invis-
ible." The long duration of 
this eclipse is partly due to 
the fact that the moon will 
make a near-central pas-
sage through Earth's umbra 
-- the darkest, most central 
part of the shadow.

The moon was also at 
the farthest point on its or-
bit from Earth, making its 
movement across the sky 
slower from our perspec-
tive, thus spending longer in 
the dark. NASA, meanwhile, 
called out social media 
hoaxers claiming that Mars 
would appear as big as the 
moon during the eclipse.

"If that were true, we'd 
be in big trouble given the 
gravitational pulls on Earth, 
Mars, and our moon!" the 
NASA website stated. Mars 
instead appeared as a very 
bright star. "In the middle 
of a lunar eclipse it can look 
as if a red planet has taken 
up residence near the Earth 
-- they are both eerie and 
beautiful," said Robert Mas-
sey of the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society in London.
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Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): 
The “NNC parent body,” has 
expressed unhappiness at 
what it called “hatred, envy 
and above all jealousy in the 
Working Committee (WC) 
of six NNPGs of six leaders.” 
The group issued a press 
release on Saturday. 

“We condemn hatred, 
envy and above all jealousy 
in the Working Committee 
(WC) of six NNPGs of six 
leaders. Talk big, do big, 
fear God and do away with 
jealousy and political com-
promisation (sic) of Naga 
rights,” the press release, ap-
pended by 12 of the group’s 
leaders, stated. 

Likewise, the NNC de-
nounced what it stated was 
“conspiracy and victimiza-
tion of our leader at this 
sensitive and crucial time of 
our history.”

The statement accused 
an acting president, Z Roy-
im, of betraying the “entire 
NNC Parent Body” and their 
general secretary V Nagi 
“after coming to know and 
witnessing everything in 
Delhi with his own eyes of 
the submission of compro-
mised political agenda of 

the Naga people but fully 
aware of the reality, he is se-
cretly working with the con-
spirator’s will and wishes in 
hiding…” 

The press release has 
clarified that he is not a full-
fledged president but only 
an acting president ‘due to 
political necessity in 2011 in 
a central executive council 
(CEC) member’s meeting, 
but not officially elected by 
the general meeting with 
one month official notice as 
convention.’ 

The group also de-
clared ‘illegal and invalid’ 
a meeting that was stated 
to have been conducted 
on June 6. 

“We the NNC Parent 
Body will always stand and 
work with the leader who 
can speak, argue, debate 
and negotiate with oppo-
nents and even among the 
NNPGs especially in ne-
gotiation on the inalien-
able historical and political 
rights of the Naga people for 
freedom of our homeland,” 
the group added, while 
also calling ‘irrelevant’ the 
‘unnecessary accusations’ 
against its leader V Nagi.

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): As 
part of the golden jubilee 
celebration, the Christ King 
Hr. Sec. School of Kohima 
held its first alumni meet at 
the Jubilee Hall in the school 
premises on July 28. 

The principal of the 
school, Fr. Linus, while de-
livering the welcome ad-
dress at the alumni meet, 
informed that the jubilee 
will be a yearlong celebra-
tion which will kick-start 
from October this year. 

The release stated that 
after a brief discussion, 

the school’s alumni asso-
ciation was formed with 
Neilhouvolie Mechülho as 
the president, Peter Rutsa 
and Neidilhou Keditsu as 
vice-presidents; Zedikuolie 
Kire as the general secre-
tary and Neikehetuo Solo 
as the treasurer. The team 
will hold the office of the 
association for tenure of 
two years. 

A representative from 
each batch was also se-
lected to coordinate with 
the office bearer, the release 
informed. 

Seyiekhrielie Rio, forest personnel, and others seen with the python that was donated to Nagaland Zoological 
Park in Kohima on July 28.

Campers pose for a lens during the summer exposure camp at Green Park in Dimapur.

FPO convenes meeting
The Farmer Producers’ Organisation (FPO) of Di-
mapur, has convened an emergency meeting on July 
30 at 11 am at its office in Bade village. The organisa-
tion secretary, Neivizoim Uo Nyekha, has requested 
all the FPO managing board members, technical 
advisors, advisors and all the office bearers to attend 
the meeting without fail. 

Dimapur Bongs forms new team
Dimapur Bongs has formed a new executive body on 
July 22. The new executive team would be led by Gopal 
Debnath as president, Juel Acharjee as working presi-
dent, Rajat Paul as vice president, Abhijit Chowdhury 
as general secretary, Ratan Dey as assistant general 
secretary, Susanta Biswas as treasurer, Raja Paul as 
joint treasurer, NK Das as PRO, along with Suparna 
Debnath, Yash Nath, Santanu Biswas and Rana Ghosh 
as executive members.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
With people becoming 
more aware of preserving 
the flora and fauna, in a 
significant development, 
an 8 foot 3 inch long py-
thon was donated to the 
Nagaland Zoological Park, 
Rangapahar in Dimapur 
through the forest officials 
Kohima on July 28.

The python was caught 
alive at RK Farm, Zhadima 
village on July 27 and was 
donated by Chiephobo-
zou BDO, Seyiekhrielie 
Rio and VDB secretary of 
Nerhema and Zhadima, 
Rükravolie Rülho and 
Roko Angami.

BDO Rio said this 
move was to create aware-

ness among the villagers 
towards preserving and 
conserving wildlife in the 
state for our future. He 
was optimistic that this 
would be an example for 
all to follow. 

Meanwhile, a forest of-
ficial said the python will 
be transferred to Dimapur 
Zoo on July 30.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): 
The director of the Prodi-
gals’ Home, K Ela, on 
Saturday called upon the 
students to inculcate the 
characteristics of being 
‘smart’ in order to make 
the society a smarter place 
to live in. She said that 
sensibility, marketability, 
accountability, reliability, 
and trustworthiness are 
other characters needed to 
build a smart society. 

Ela was addressing the 
summer exposure camp 
as special  guest con-
ducted at Green Park in 
Dimapur on July 28. The 
camp was attended by the 
students of five schools 
comprising Sematilla 
G ov e r n m e n t  S c h o o l , 
Dhansiripar Government 
School, Purana Bazaar 
G ov e r n m e n t  S c h o o l , 
Vephuho Foundation 
School, and Millinneal 
Vision School. The project 
SPATIAL Team and CAN 
Youth were the organisers 
and sponsors.

“Today let’s focus on 
ourselves and ask, am I a 
smart human being?” Ela 
said adding that to build 
a good society one has to 
build oneself first and then 
for the society.

The director’s lecture 
revolved around ‘what it 
takes to be a smart human 
being.’ She has termed 
the word ‘SMART’ into 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
Sishunu, a village under 
Tseminyu sub-division of 
Kohima district with just 
about 349 households, 
has taken leap of sorts, 
to improve its road infra-
structure as well as leading 
a healthy life style.

The Sishunu Village 
Council and Village De-
velopment Board (VDB) 
have come together for a 
transparent and account-
able implementation of 
funds provided by the de-
partment of Rural Devel-
opment through various 
schemes.

The village stated to 
have successfully imple-
mented funds meant for 
approach road and foot-
path stretching about 500 
meters under MGNREGS 
2017-18. Project director 
District Rural Develop-
ment Agency (DRDA) of 
Kohima, Alemla Chishi 
formally inaugurated the 
same on Saturday July 28.

Chishi, along with the 
Block Development Offic-
er Chunlikha, village coun-

Alemla Chishi and officials with villagers during the inauguration of the approach road and footpath at Sishunu village in Tseminyu on July Saturday.

Youths get notion of entrepreneurship

NE organising secy. address 
state BJP’s joint meeting 

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): 
Rengma Baptist Church 
conducted a seminar un-
der the banner ‘young en-
trepreneurship’ on July 28 
at its church at Bor Lengri 
in Dimapur.

Informing about the 
event in a press release 
on Saturday, the church 
informed that the seminar 
was conducted with the 
objective to create aware-
ness on entrepreneurship 
to uplift the unemployed 

youths and enhance entre-
preneurial skills,

Resource person for the 
programme, proprietor of 
Fusion Store, Temsusenla 
Kichu, shared her entre-
preneurial journey of how 
she started at an early age. 
She also stressed on dig-
nity and labour and how 
entrepreneurship can be 
an alternative career and 
encouraged the youths to 
reflect and formulate strat-
egies for entrepreneurship.

Kvulo Lorin, Young In-
dian Nagaland Chapter 
chairperson, highlighted 
the importance of promot-
ing new ideas and concepts 
for attracting the youth 
towards entrepreneurship 
rather than seeking gov-
ernment jobs.

During an interactive 
session, queries, sugges-
tions, and advices on en-
trepreneurial opportuni-
ties were imparted to the 
participants by the officials.

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) Nagaland unit 
has conducted its first 
joint meeting with the 
new office bearers and 
frontal chiefs on July 28 
at party’s head office in 
Kohima. The meeting was 
presided over by the state 
BJP president, Along Imna 
Temjen.

According to the press 
release received here on 
Saturday from the par-
ty general secretary, the 
Northeast Organising 
Secretary Ajay Jamawal 
in his address to the party 
men said that “BJP is the 
strongest political party 
in the country having with 
its membership more 
than 11 croreand  its top 
priority is development 
agenda to ‘Sabka Saath 
Sabka Vikas’( inclusive 
growth for all) keeping 
in mind the basic human 
requirements such as 
food ,clothing and shelter 
through the government 
with commitment.”

Jamawal echoed that 

the party’s top priority is 
to bring development to 
the unreached grassroot 
level without any bias. 
He stated that the party 
“has nothing to do with 
religion but committed 
to development agendas 
only.”

Stating that India be-
ing a vast country with di-
verse cultures, the organ-
ising secretary said the 
party believe in the slogan 
“Unity in diversity”. 

“We respect all reli-
gions and cultures and 
together with all, we want 
to build India in to strong 
and developed country 
under the dynamic lead-
ership of the Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi 
who has been working 
hard for 18 hours in a day 
to fulfil this mission by 
2022,” he said.

He  t o l d  t h e  p a r t y 
workers of the state to 
strengthen its organisa-
tion at all levels starting 
from state executive to 
district to mandal execu-
tives and up to local com-

mittees, besides frontals, 
cells and departments. 

The state office bear-
ers and frontal chiefs were 
given a booklet on the 
Nationalist Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) four 
years achievements under 
Modi to be distributed to 
imminent personalities 
of the state within 30 days 
and submit the comple-
tion report of “Saaf Niyat 
Sahi Vikas” to the head of-
fice through the secretary 
organisation, the press 
release stated.

After the meeting, the 
state president Temjen 
Imna Along hosted a 
lunch at his official resi-
dence in Kohima with a 
prayer programme led 
by the pastor Ao Baptish 
Church Kohima ,Tiatoshi 
Longkumer.

On July 27, Jamwal ad-
dressed the BJP legislators 
and also paid a courtesy 
visit to the Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio at his official 
residence at Kohima on 
Friday morning, the press 
release informed.

cil chairman Joel Kath, 
VDB secretary John Kath, 
GBs and DBs inspected 
the construction of the 
concrete road and steps.

The officer lauded the 
village authorities for ‘judi-
cious utilisation’ of funds 
provided by the depart-
ment. She pointed out that 
the government extends 
financial support for infra-
structure development to 
villages but it rests on the 
unity of the village coun-
cil and VDBs in bringing 
about actual development 
at the grassroots.

Stating that villagers 
and leaders have to be 
united along with a trans-
parent VDB for develop-
ment, Chishi expressed 
hope that Sishunu would 
become a role model for 
other villages in the state. 
She appealed to the villag-
ers to continue to extend 
cooperation and support 
to the government towards 
bringing more develop-
ment to the village.

The other major leap 
for Sishunu was to become 
the fourth village under 
Kohima district to be de-

clared “Tobacco Free Vil-
lage” by the district nodal 
officer for National Tobac-
co Control Programme, Dr. 
Arenla Thong.

Around 2200 people 
die daily due to consump-
tion of both smoke and 
smokeless tobacco, Dr. 
Thong said on the occa-
sion. While no one can 
be forced not to smoke or 
chew tobacco, she said vil-
lage authorities can restrict 
the sale and consumption 
of tobacco in public places 
and thereby bring down 
the usage.

She informed that the 
district enforcement team 
comprising of the adminis-
tration, police and officials 
of NTCP would be con-
ducting frequent checks 
and penalize defaulters 
as per the laid down rules 
under Cigarettes and Oth-
er Tobacco Products Act 
2003.       

The other tobacco-free 
villages under DNO NTCP 
Kohima are Gariphema, 
Khonoma and Jotsoma.

Another milestone 
achieved by Sishunu is 
the declaration of being a 

‘plastic and waste-free vil-
lage’ by the village council. 
This was pronounced by 
the village council secre-
tary, Nathaniel Kath, who 
announced the council’s 
resolution adopted on July 
27, restricting dumping 
of all kinds of waste, par-
ticularly polythene bags in 
public places. The council 
has also resolved to ban 
all kinds of tobacco and 
‘gutkha’ products within 
the village jurisdiction. 
Violators of the resolution 
would be penalized, the 
council had warned.

an acronym representing 
sensibility, marketability, 
accountability, reliability, 
and trustworthiness. Ac-
cording to Ela, a smart 
person would possess all 
these qualities. She urged 
the students to learn these 
characteristics which ac-
cording to her would make 
the society a smart one.

The director men-
tioned that CAN Youth 
has been undertaking so 
many initiatives for the 
growth of school children 
because they could see 
many good things com-
ing out of youngsters. She 
called on the students to 
make use of the opportu-

nity for the growth of their 
‘smart’ characteristics 
with the goal of building a 
good society. 

She also urged them 
to be sensible and mar-
ketable like a magnet so 
that they attract people by 
being honest and sincere. 
She advised them to be ac-
countable and reliable so 
that parents, teachers, and 
society could rely on them.

Chief functionary of 
CAN Youth, Jenpu Rong-
mei,  enlightened the 
students about the mo-
tive and objective be-
hind organising the ex-
posure camp. Rongmei 
stated that students learn 

many things everyday in 
school on varied topics 
and subjects including 
the personalities of oth-
ers. He, however, opined 
that students seldom get 
time to study about them-
selves and hence failed to 
know themselves—their 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Rongmei maintained that 
the exposure camp was 
conducted to give a plat-
form to students to study 
their own self while enjoy-
ing at the same time.

“It is a day for students 
to enjoy. This day is about 
getting to know yourself 
more and enjoying your-
self,” Rongmei asserted.

In an interaction with 
Eastern Mirror, Rongmei 
informed that CAN Youth 
is planning to link up with 
more schools in the future 
so as to give the students 
an opportunity to get to 
learn things outside of 
the school syllabus. He 
was contented that ever 
since CAN Youth started 
engaging with the school 
children, the organisation 
could see improvements 
in their characters and 
personalities. He added 
that CAN Youth is invest-
ing a lot of time for stu-
dents as they are the ones 
to make or break the fu-
ture of the society.

 Hard drive

 A man paves with stones a sunken area of the bypass between Tinpatti and Naga Hospital, in capital town 
Kohima. A recently constructed retaining wall, on the left of the image, along the road between Tinpatti and 
Naga Hospital has collapsed again. According to the residents of the area, the wall collapsed on the night 
of July 25. The road was closed for traffic during April because part of it at the same location sank after a 
landslide. It was opened to traffic recently after the wall was constructed. Kohima has been experiencing 
incessant rains during the past few days, which is wreaking havoc in the form of clogged drains, eroding 
roads, and landslides.
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Be equipped with appropriate 
life skills — NBSE chairman 

Chief Secretary urges for 
responsible use of social media 

SRCW’s works inspire Tamil 
Nadu to conduct study 

Localities in Kohima repairs road HPC, NSF on DNSU issue resolves 

STATE
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Asano Sekhose speaking at the inaugural programme of the 26th Spero Meliora, in Kohima on July 28.
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Volunteers from Lhisemia council and Kruoliezou colony repairing a portion of the Billy Graham Road-
Secretariat y-junction road on July 28.

EM Images

Temjen Toy addressing ‘Summer Fest,’ an event that was organized by ‘Mokokchung district combined 
colleges,’ in Mayangnokcha Hr. Sec. School’s auditorium on July 28.

Seen in the picture is a drain that has been blocked by water pipes along a road leading to Kohima 
Science College, at an area in Old Ministers’ Hill in Kohima.  The top of the road has been washed 
away because of storm water overflowing it.  With the Public Health Engineering dept. grappling with 
the problem of providing regular water supply to the citizens of Kohima, a number of private water 
suppliers have increased. In some cases, households lay flexible pipes themselves from water sources.  
The government has yet to find a breakthrough to sufficiently supply water to the capital town although 
the surrounding areas of Kohima are a major catchment, or a watershed, with abundant rainfall. Scene 
like the one pictured will give regular headaches to citizens especially in the context of sanitation and 
road maintenance.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
The Chairman of the Na-
galand Board of School 
Education (NBSE), Asano 
Sekhose today encouraged 
students to be equipped 
with appropriate life-skills 
if one is to compete with 
others and make a niche 
for themselves in this 
competitive world. 

The NBSE Chairman, 
Asano Sekhose, while 
speaking at the 26th edi-
tion of the ‘Spero Meliora 
2018’, held on the theme 
‘’break the ice and steal 
and march’ at the Kohima 
village Council Hall on July 
28, challenged the gath-
ered students that ‘it is all 
about the survival of the 
fittest, in today’s competi-
tive world’ and cautioned 
the students that they 
would be handicapped in 
their journey of life unless 
one possesses and quips 
oneself with appropriate 
life skills. 

Sekhose, while speak-
ing at the inaugural pro-
gramme, reminded the 
students that besides aca-
demic skills, one need to 
have and possess the art 
of communicating effec-
tively, the art of having 
proper body language, to 
be emotionally strong, to 
have a strong inter-per-
sonal skill, and effective 
time management etc to 
succeed in life. 

 She said that oppor-
tunities abound, but un-

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): A high-level delegation 
from the Government of Tamil Nadu and an official 
from Intelnet Services conducted a three-day visit to 
Nagaland from July 24-27 2018 to conduct a study of 
the ‘State Resource Centre for Women (SRCW) Na-
galand’ and to emulate similar model in Tamil Nadu. 

A press release received here today informed that 
the delegation from Tamil Nadu, visited Nagaland on 
the recommendation of the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development GOI, and the team included ‘the 
joint director, deputy director, and the state project 
coordinator, state resource centre for women- Tamil 
Nadu as well as officer from Intelnet Services’. 

The release disclosed that the purpose of their 
visit was to conduct a study of the State Resource 
Centre for Women (SRCW)) Nagaland Chapter “for 
knowledge sharing in order to emulate a similar 
model in the state of Tamil Nadu. The team particu-
larly studied the ‘convergence model of the SRCW 
with special reference to the various central govern-
ment schemes being implemented by the SRCW 
viz. Sakhi-One Stop Centres, the Women Helpline 
Nagaland, and the Mahila Shakti Kendra. 

The release informed that Nagaland State Social 
Welfare Board is the nodal agency for implement-
ing the SRCW in the State.  The Tamil Nadu officials 
visited the office of the Women Helpline (181) Na-
galand, established in the premises of the Nagaland 
State Social Welfare Board, and interacted with the 
Helpline team. 

A meeting was held with officials of the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and Information Technology 
and Communications, and the Director of Elysium 
Enterprises, whose firm developed the MIS software 
for the WHL, the release stated.  

The team also met the Nagaland Chief Secretary, 
Temjen Toy and concluded their tour by visiting the 
Sakhi-One Stop Centre, Kohima and OSC, Dimapur.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): The Lhisemia 
Council and Kruoliezou colony in Ko-
hima carried out a daylong social work 
from Billy Graham Road to Secretariat 
Y-Junction, a stretch of almost three kilo-
metres on Saturday.

The PWD (mechanical) Kohima 
division and Kohima Municipal Coun-
cil (KMC) joined in and provided the 
machinery. The citizens, assisted by the 
personnel from the PWD and the KMC, 
carried out sub-base course, filling pot-
holes and repaired the drainage system 
throughout the stretch.

Speaking to media persons, the 
Lhisemia Chairman Setuo Kelio and 

the Chairman of Kruoliezou Council, 
Keduozelhou Khrumo said that the black-
topping of the said road ‘constructed in 
2017’ could not withstand a single mon-
soon season. 

They added that the road had de-
teriorated very severely affecting the 
office-goers, the students and the local 
residents. 

In this connection, the council au-
thorities urged the department and con-
tractors to maintain quality workman-
ship while executing projects. Warning 
of initiating action as deemed fit against 
defaulters and they said that the councils 
will not bear responsibility in any unfore-
seen eventuality thereafter. 

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): The High Power Com-
mittee, NSF on Dimapur Naga Students’ Union 
(DNSU) issue’ has unanimously resolved to replace 
the existing system of election by nomination sys-
tem to ensure quality leadership and consensus in 
selecting students’ leader to be ‘Executive mem-
bers of the DNSU’. 

Informing this in a press release, the HPC, NSF 
Convener, K Temjen Jamir and ‘Member Secretary’, 
V Pushika Aomi, stated that the ‘committee’ held 
a meeting on July 28 at the DNSU office and that 
unanimously decided to replace the existing sys-
tem of election by nomination system.

It stated that ‘consequent upon the amend-
ments of the DNSU constitution’, the meeting ‘em-
powered the High Power committee constituted by 
the Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) to act as the 
nominating committee’ to search and nominate 
rightful persons to be executive members of the 
DNSU’ as per the amended constitutional provi-
sions in conformity with the terms of reference 
laid down by the NSF to restore the DNSU office 
at the earliest. 

“Consequently, the meeting unanimously 
amended the Union constitution in matters re-
lating to formation of Union assembly, executive 
committee and memberships in the DNSU which 
will come into immediate effect,” the release 
stated.  

Meanwhile, the release stated that the HPC, 
NSF members present in the meeting observed a 
two minute silence prayer as a mark of respect to 
the departed soul of Late Rovizokho Nagi, former 
president of Dimapur Naga Students’ Union 
who passed away on July 23 at Vadima village, 
Dimapur. 

Clogged

less one possess the right 
proficiency and work hard 
in the chosen field, those 
opportunities will not wait 
for anyone.   “The best 
preparation for tomorrow 
is doing your best today”, 
said Sekhose while adding, 
“if you do not take part in 
the design of the future, 
your future will be design 
by others which will not be 
pleasant.”

In this regard she 
maintained that opportu-
nities should be created 
for the students to rec-
ognise, explore, broaden 
and enrich their hidden 
talents, thereby further 

polishing their abilities 
and skills in the process.

While appreciating 
the organizers for pro-
viding a platform for the 
students to nurture and 
enabling them to sharpen 
their literary and artistic 
talents, Sekhose said that 
such a platform will help 
the students to imagine, 
assimilate information, 
learn, socialise, build re-
lationships and deveop a 
broader perspective of life. 

She pointed out  that 
the Naga people have the 
best talents who can make 
a difference and can make 
things happen with their 

talents. She advised the 
students to develop a posi-
tive attitude, to be grateful 
to God and be an optimist 
and pursue their goals 
with dedication. 

Also, while pointing 
out that competition can 
be stiff and challenging, 
the NBSE Chairman as-
serted that ‘winning or 
losing is secondary’ and 
added that the important 
aspect of any competition 
is participation. 

Therefore, she urged 
the students, to challenge 
themselves every day, and 
be a good human beings 
and become an asset of 

the society
The one day extrava-

ganza programme was 
jointly organized by the 
Dolphin CLub Kohima 
(DCK) and the Kohima 
Village Students’ Union 
(KVSU). The programme 
included competition on 
various categories like solo 
and cultural songs, fine 
arts, essay writing, paint-
ing, debates, spelling bee 
and quiz.  

 In the cultural song 
competition, Dapfhiit-
sumia Students� Union 
(PSU) bagged the first 
place, while Pfüchatsumia 
Students� Union (DSU) 
and Lhisemia Students 
Union bagged the second 
and third positions respec-
tively.

The title for the solo 
competition was won by 
Khriesakuonuo Rutsa 
(PSU), while Neisazhiinuo 
Rutsa (PSU) and Mhal-
ezonuo Rutsa (PSU) were 
placed second and third. 
In spelling bee, Viwenuo 
Suohu (TSU) emerged as 
the winner and Kevile-
khoii Miachieo (LSU) and 
Thejaneinuo Dziivichii 
(LSU) as second and third 
place. 

The best speaker for 
the debate was given to Vi-
yazo Mepfhiio (LSU), fol-
lowed by Nguluonuo Rutsa 
(PSU) and Ruoguovonuo 
Rame (PSU).

The overall champion 
was awarded to PSU fol-
lowed by LSU and DSU. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 28 
(EMN): The Chief Secre-
tary of Nagaland, Temjen 
Toy on Saturday high-
lighted on the effects of 
social media in the society 
and lamented that in Na-
galand, there is no more 
‘brave-hearts’, but only 
people who display ‘bra-
vado’ behind the shades 
of anonymity. He, there-
fore urged the students’ 
community to use the so-
cial media platform like 
facebook, whatsapp etc 
responsibly for the good of 
the society.   

The chief secretary, 
was delivering the keynote 
address at the first ‘sum-
mer Fest’ organized by 
the Mokokchung District 
Combined Colleges viz. 
Fazl Ali College, Peoples’ 
College, JMC and Tuli col-
lege at Mayangnokcha 
govt Hr Sec. School audi-
torium.  

Temjen Toy cautioned 
that social media plat-
forms, if not used wisely, 
would lead to dangerous 
and catastrophic situa-

tions. In this regard, he 
observed that in Naga-
land, the social media is 
misused more than it is 
actually used for good. 

“We don’t hesitate 
twice to criticised or pull 
down people; we take so 
much pride to become 
social media warrior,” as-
serted the top bureaucrat 
and therefore, he strongly 
urged the students and the 
society to use the social 
media platform respon-
sibly for the good of the 
society. 

He therefore pointed 
out to the students that 
the current technologies 
at their disposal and the 
future technologies com-
ing to their lives, need to 
be used in a responsible 
manner so that “with con-
structive and positive criti-
cisms, the Naga society 
can be transformed into a 
progressive society’. 

He further asserted 
that today Nagaland needs 
good and brave citizen 
who respect the rule of 
law for the progress of Na-
gas as a whole. “We have 

enough of negativisms 
in Nagaland, it is time we 
go forward and encour-
age each other and stop 
criticizing another,” Toy 
challenged the student 
community.

The chief secretary also 
encouraged the students 
not to forget their roots 
and the qualities of their 
forbearers like honesty, 
hard work, sincerity and 
the sense of helping each 
other. “The world blows 
in one direction with the 
combination of good and 
bad, however, the future 
depends on you how you 
set your sail?” Toy said. 

Earlier, in the techni-
cal session, Dinesh Gupta 
SDPO Mokokchung, the 
MCCI president Tsukti 
Longkumer and Asst. Prof. 
(Dept. of Anthropology 
NU Lumami) Dr Tiasunep. 

The summer fest was 
held on the theme, “In-
vigorating Conscientious 
Youths,” which was at-
tended by more than 1000 
students from four col-
leges under Mokokchung 
District.
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Press meet on complete draft NRC held 10 injured as mob attacks police in Mnp.SRK lauds Assam 
police using his 
pose for road safety

Student topper 
awarded Kalachand 
Shastri Award in Mnp.

Contraband and gold biscuits seized by AR

Manipuri writer of Bangladesh 
awarded Mahakavi Anganghal Award

BJP to rebuild razed statue of Left leader — Tripura CMAssamese film wins three 
top awards at US fest

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 28 (EMN): A 
Complete Draft NRC will 
be published in Assam on 
July 30 following the di-
rective from the Supreme 
Court, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Karbi Anglong, 
Mridul Kumar Mahanta 
told the newsmen during 
a press conference held at 
DC conference hall here 
on Saturday, July 28.

D C  Ma h a n t a  t o l d 
media persons that the 
Complete Draft NRC con-
sisting of names of all eli-
bible applicants will be 
published on July 30 in 
all the NRC Seva Kendras 
across Assam and like-
wise in Karbi Anglong the 
Complete Draft NRC will 
be published in all the 42 

NRC Seva Kendras (NSK) 
spread in the district.

This is not the final 
NRC and those applicants 
who do not find their 
names in the Complete 
Draft NRC will be given 
ample opportunity to 
prove their eligibility for 
inclusion in the final NRC, 
the DC said.

He further told that 
such applicants are re-
quired to submit their 
claim in the prescribed 
form. 

There is also a provi-
sion for submission of 
objection against any in-
eligible name included in 
the Complete Draft NRC. 
Correction of names can 
also be made in respect 
of errors in the spelling 

of names, age, address 
details etc. 

The final NRC will be 
published only after dis-
posal of all claims, objec-
tions and corrections, the 
DC informed.

DC Mahanta also in-
formed that only those 
applicants who submitted 
NRC applications form 
until August 30, 2015 can 
submit claims. 

The claims can be 
submitted only at the 
NSK, where application 
form was submitted. Also 
those applicants whose 
address has been already 
changed after the sub-
mission of NRC forms 
can submit claims from 
where the NRC applica-
tion earlier submitted in 
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 Officers from the administration of Karbi Anglong address newsmen during a press conference that held 
in the DC’s conference hall on July 28.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1892SUD0KU 1732
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. “Not quite right”
 6. Pairs
 10. Actor Ken or actress Lena
 14. Broadcasted again
 15. Actress Meg ____
 16. Ice cream ____
 17. Eisenhower’s wife
 18. On top of
 19. Thin slab of clay or concrete
 20. Male horse
 22. Made a lion sound
 24. Sound of a hoof
 25. Sleeping arrangements
 26. While
 29. Male offspring
 30. Protagonist
 31. Totally or completely
 37. Angry
 39. Own (Scottish)
 40. Poor or destitute
 41. Begs on the street
 44. Fury
 45. Winding device
 46. Corridors
 48. Jelly
 52. Mock or jeer
 53. Land (upon)
 54. Lead ore
 58. Right to hold another’s property
 59. Large stringed instrument
 61. Make another offer
 62. Small compartment in a theater
 63. Great Lake
 64. Danish for the common dab fish
 65. Cook by long simmering
 66. Cincinnati’s baseball team
 67. Testing of ore 

 DOWN
 1. Weapons
 2. Flesh
 3. “____ la Douce”
 4. Canvas
 5. Lengths of monofilament

 6. Assemblage of people
 7. Actors Ed or Keenan
 8. Cereal grain
 9. Making noise while 

sleeping
 10. Base 8 number system
 11. River in France
 12. Small arm of the sea
 13. Requires
 21. A small amount
 23. Twin actresses Mary-

Kate and Ashley _____
 25. US folk hero Daniel 

_____ (1734-1820)
 26. Lash
 27. Consort of Zeus (Greek 

mythology)
 28. Modern day Persia
 29. Quiet or motionless
 32. Burdened
 33. Abruptness
 34. Make well
 35. Meeting line of surfaces
 36. Whiskeys
 38. Our planet 
 42. Not either

 43. Propel by wind power
 47. European peninsula
 48. Causes rancor
 49. Poet T.S. _____
 50. Feudal lord
 51. Nixon’s VP Spiro _____
 52. Stares open-mouthed
 54. Network of lines
 55. Wading bird
 56. Actress/singer ____ 

Turner
 57. Nervous
 60. Metric unit of area
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the NSK, Mahanta said. 
He also told that there 
will be separate form for 
each claim, objection and 
correction.

Likewise, objections 
can be submitted only 
athe NSK covering the 
residence of the person 
against whom the objec-
tion has been submitted. 
Either claim or objection 
is required to be submit-
ted to the local registrar 
of Citizen Registration at 
NSK, the DC told.

He also further in-
formed that for claims, 
objections and correc-
tion forms will be received 
from August 30 to Septem-
ber 28 next at NSK. 

The forms will be avail-
able in all NSKs and can 
also be downloaded from 
www.nrcassam.nic.in 
from August 7.

On the other hand SP, 
Karbi Anglong, Dr. GV 
Siva Prasad informed that 
all security arrangement 
has been made to thwart 
any unwanted incidences 
on the Complete Draft 
NRC publication on July 
30. “There are sufficient 
police force and an ad-
ditional force from para-
military to keep on high 
alert in order to avoid any 
untoward incidences in 
the district on the Com-
plete Draft NRC publica-
tion and after,” the SP 
said.

Imphal, July 28 (PTI): At least 10 people 
including four police personnel were 
injured when a mob attacked the cops 
in Manipur’s Jiribam district.

Six protesters were also injured in 
the clash at Lalpani area of the district 
yesterday, police said.

They said a large number of protest-
ers tried to stage a sit-in demonstration 
protesting against the Manipur People’s 
Protection Bill 2018 which was passed by 
the state Assembly recently.

The bill seeks to protect the identity 
of indigenous people of the state taking 
1951 as the base year for treating people 
as natives of the state. The protesters 
have been demanding a change in the 
base year to 1972.

“Since Section 144 of CrPC have been 
imposed in the district since morning, 
the police had asked the protesters to 
get permission for their sit-in from the 
district administration,” said a senior 
police officer.

The protesters hurled stones at the 
police forcing the cops to retaliate with 
tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse 
the agitators.

During the clash, four personnel 

including the SP and a woman person-
nel received minor injuries. Six of the 
protesters were also injured, they said.

Later, reinforcements comprising of 
state police commandos and Indian Re-
serve Battalion personnel were rushed to 
the site to bring normalcy and establish 
law and order.

The issue began on Wednesday after 
the Joint Action Committee (JAC) took 
out a rally to denounce the Manipur 
People’s Protection Bill 2018 which was 
passed unanimously by the Assembly 
on Monday.

JAC spokesperson Md Ali had earlier 
denounced the Bill as “unconstitutional” 
and claimed it deprived them of their 
constitutional rights.

The Bill had sought to regulate the 
entry and exit of the outsiders in the 
state.

It maintains that those who are not 
ethnic Meiteis, the Pangals Muslim and 
STs recognised by the state will be con-
sidered as non-Manipuris.

Jiribam, which shares border with 
Assam, has witnessed large influx of 
Bangladeshis and ethnic Rohingyas over 
the years.

Guwahati, July 28 (PTI): 
Bol lywood superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan has ap-
preciated the use of his 
signature romantic pose 
of outstretched arms by 
the Assam Police to cre-
ate traffic awareness in 
the state. Responding to 
an Assam police officer’s 
tweet, Shah Rukh, popu-
larly known as ‘Badshah 
of Bollywood’, tweeted 
yesterday “the best mes-
sage I think this pose has 
conveyed. Please please 
follow traffic rules.”

Jalukbari ACP Ponjit 
Dowerah had on Thurs-
day on his twitter handle 
posted a graphic with the 
message: “The univer-
sal pose of @iamsrk has 
touched all down the ages, 
but please read the mes-
sage also #FollowTraf-
ficRules @MorigaonPolice 
@Darrangpol @cachar_
police @KamrupPolice”.

The graphic has a sil-
houette of ‘King Khan’ 
with one of  his  out-
stretched hands holding 
a placard reading “Traffic 
niyam ka kripaya palan 
kare” (please follow traffic 
rules) and a vehicle with a 
driver in front.

The Assam Police has 
been using the social me-
dia to create awareness 
about social issues and 
also on road safety.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 28 (EMN): 
A student from Tamen-
glong won the Kalachand 
Shastri Award which was 
conferred to the student 
toppers in arts, science 
and commerce streams 
of the Higher Second-
ary Examination, 2018 
in Manipur on Saturday. 
The student was Din-
gtiplung Kamei son of 
Lungkupou,Tamenglong 
who secured 69 percent 
marks and was adjudged 
as topper in arts stream 
from Johnstone Higher 
Secondary School, Im-
phal. 

L Chingkheinganba 
son of Roben of Chajing 
khunou who secured 77.8 
percent marks was topper 
in the science category 
while O Indrakumar of 
Keibul Lamjao who se-
cured 78 percent marks 
was declared the topper 
student in commerce 
category. Special awards 
was also presented to Pis-
hochandra Yumnam for 
his achievement at Sci-
ence meet 2018 for his 
science model Automated 
Poultry Feeding Machine’ 
while Thiyam Nandalal 
Singh for his Robot JON17.

Speaking on the oc-
casion held at Johnstone 
Higher Secondary School, 
Imphal, Education Min-
ister Thokchom Rad-
heshyam said that the new 
recruitment process for 
lecturers of Higher Sec-
ondary is being carried out 
on priority basis especially 
for English and Manipuri 
language due to acute 
shortage of teachers of 
these subjects.He sought 
support and coordination 
from the people and as-
sured that the government 
is trying its best for the 
betterment of education 
sector.

Radheshyam,a newly 
appointed government 
spokesperson also ob-
served that the education 
is to bring solutions to the 
problems. “We’re talented 
people, we work and serve 
not only in the other states 
of the country but also 
across the globe,” Rad-
heshyam who recently vis-
ited Korea said. “We lack 
mentoring. We could do 
much better than others.”

He also informed that 
the government is try-
ing its best to declare the 
pending semester exami-
nation of the colleges .

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 28 (EMN): In 
a major haul, Tengnoupal 
Battalion of 26 Sector As-
sam Rifles seized a huge 
cache of contraband her-
oin, worth INR 1.29 crores 
in international market 
during a routine checking 
on Imphal - Moreh sector 
of the National Highway 
(NH 102) of Manipur on 
Friday, according to Assam 
Rifles sources.

Acting on specific in-

formation, a Eeco Van 
(MN02B 4199) was in-
tercepted at Permanent 
Vehicle Check Post, Khu-
dengthabi, Tengnoupal 
District by a team of Teng-
noupal Battalion, PRO As-
sam Rifles (South) said 
when contacted on Satur-
day. During the search the 
security personnel found 
approximately 258 gms of 
drugs concealed (inside 
cigarette packets) in the 
vehicle.

The passenger was tak-
en into custody by Assam 
Rifles, it added. The seized 
items and the appre-
hendee identified as one 
Haulunching Zou (25) of 
Moreh were handed over 
to Moreh police station. 
In the past one year con-
traband drugs worth ap-
proximately around INR 
69.46 crores have been 
seized by 26 Sector of the 
Assam Rifles stationed in 
the state.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 28 (EMN): 
Mahakavi Anganghal 
Award 2018 was present-
ed to Manipuri writer of 
Bangladesh, Ananta Ku-
mar Sheram popularly 
known as AK Sheram in a 
function jointly organised 
by Sahitya Thoupang Lup 
and Hijam Romani Me-
morial Trust, Imphal at 
Manipur Dramatic Union 
Hall here on Saturday. The 
award carries INR 10,000 
along with a citation and 
a shawl.

The award was con-
ferred to him in recogni-
tion of his role and con-
tributions in promotion 
of Manipuri language, 
literature and culture in 
Bangaladesh.

Sp e a k e r  M a n i p u r 
Legislative Assembly Y. 
Khemchand, President 
Hijam Romani Memo-
rial Trust Dr. Soibam 
Ibocha, IPS (Retd), Con-

sumers affairs food and 
public distribution de-
partment Minister Shri 
Karam Shyam and Editor 
Bhaskor, Bangladesh Pu-
lin Roy attended the oc-
casion as the chief guest, 
president and guests of 
honour.

Delivering his speech, 
speaker Khemchand said 
he had visited Bangla-
desh last year. He was 
informed that Manipuri’s 
were there at Dhaka, the 
capital and largest city of 
Bangladesh. But they all 
fled the city during the 
Bangladesh and Pakistan 
war of 1971. So, he wanted 
to erect a statue of histori-
cal figure of the state to 
Dhaka and asked to Bang-
ladesh personalities who 
attended the programme 
for official approach to 
Manipur Governor. As 
the matter concern for 
two countries, it needs to 
be send to Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs further. The 
approach may be by all 
Manipuri’s of Bangladesh 
or Manipuri Association 
of the country and will 
extend his helping hand, 
assured by the chief guest.

M i n i s t e r  K a r a m 
Shyam said Manipuri so-
ciety is full of problems 
and issues. It is no doubt 
to state that writers can 
push the society in the 
right direction and bring 
peace and harmony. He 
appealed to the con-
cerned for writing on….
how to remove ego, apart 
from striking on social 
problems and issues.

Later, “Indo-Bangla 
Poets Meet” was also 
held. Eminent poets from 
Bangladesh along with 
other renowned poets 
from Manipur including 
Tangkhul, Paite, Chothe, 
Chiru, Nepali amongst 
other participated in the 
programme.

Agartala, July 28 (IANS): The BJP 
will reconstruct the razed statue of 
Tripura’s communist leader Baidy-
anath Majumder and the police are 
probing the incident, Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb said here on 
Saturday.A

Majumder’s life-sized statue was 
knocked down late on Wednesday in 
Unakoti district headquarters Kai-
lashahar. Freedom fighter-turned-
politician, Majumder was a founding 
member of the communist base 
in Tripura in early 1940s. He was 
Deputy Chief Minister of the state 
from 1993 to 1998.

“I have asked our party leaders 
in Kailashahar to rebuild the statue 
from the party fund. State govern-
ment will support the initiative. 

“This is not the culture of BJP to 
tear down the statue of a man like 
Baidyanath Majumder,” Deb told the 
media here.

He said: “I have asked the Direc-

tor General of Police (Akhil Kumar 
Shukla) to send the DIG (northern 
range) to the spot and inquire into 
the matter. No body behind the inci-
dent would be spared.

“I have also asked the DGP to 
see whether this is a part of the con-
spiracy to tarnish the image of the 
BJP government.”

Deb, also the president of ruling 
BJP Tripura Pradesh Committee, 
said : “I knew him (Majumder) when 
I was a student. He was a very good 
man.”

The Chief Minister’s reaction 
came after widespread criticism 
of the demolition of the statue of 
Majumder, who began his political 
career in 1942.

Majumder was also a member 
of the Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) central committee.

All political parties, including the 
ruling BJP and opposition Congress, 
earlier strongly condemned the 

demolition.
The police so far have arrested 

two persons in this connection. 
However, the detainees got bail on 
Friday. The CPI-M organised protest 
rallies over the past three days in 
different parts of the state, including 
here, demanding action.

Accusing “BJP goons” of pull-
ing down the statue, CPI-M leader 
Biswarup Goswami has said that 
the BJP activists earlier bulldozed 
the statues of Lenin, Marx, Bhimrao 
Ambedkar, former Tripura Chief 
Ministers and father-figures of Com-
munist movement in Tripura, Dasar-
atha Deb and Nripen Chakraborty.

The BJP has, however, denied the 
charges.

Majumder, who died in 2011, was 
actively associated with the freedom 
movement and was a close associate 
of renowned freedom fighter Surya 
Sen, who led the Chittgong armoury 
raid in 1930.

Los Angeles, July 28 (PTI): Assamese film “Xhoihobote 
Dhemalite” (“Rainbow Fields”) today bagged three 
top awards at the 3rd Love International Film Festival 
here including best movie.

Besides the best film, it also won the awards for 
best actress (Dipannita Sharma) and best music 
(Anurag Saikia) at the festival, where more than 150 
films from 36 countries participated.

The film, directed by Bidyut Kotoky, deals with 
the sensitive issue of children of Assam growing up in 
violent times and witnessing brutality around them. 
Earlier in the day, “Xhoixobote Dhemalite” arguably 
became the first Assamese film to be commercially 
released in the US, with four shows screened at the 
Cine Grand Cinema Fremont (California). The film is 
produced by ‘India Stories’, a Mumbai-based produc-
tion house and co-produced by Kotoky’s Dhruv Crea-
tive Productions and US-based Kurmasana Kreates. 
Kotoky says while he was struggling for funds for the 
film’s completion, Dubai-based philanthropist Jani 
Viswanath came on board as an executive producer 
and also pledged her earning from the film back to 
Assam via her NGO Healing Lives.
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Students of Mount Olive College display their handcrafts during the ‘Les Creative Hands’ in the college 
premises.

Members of Aliba Disabled People’s Organization cleaning the village on July 28. 

Outgoing president of EDBA Solomon L Awomi handing over the office charge to the newly elected 
president Atoka Zhimomi.

Students presenting a song on the occasion of St. Ignatius feast.

NCC cadets performing guard of honour at the ongoing annual training in Livingstone Foundation Higher Secondary School in Dimapur.

Loyola school celebrates St. Ignatius feast

HIV/AIDS awareness programme marks NCC training camp

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): 
Feast of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, founder of Jesuit 
Order and patron of the 
school, was commemo-
rated at Loyola High-
er Secondary School 
Church, Jakhama, the 
first mission centre of 
the Jesuits good news 
ministry in Nagaland, 
on July 28 with Rev. 
Fr. Joseph Chittissery 
SDB, Rector of Don Bo-
sco Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima, as the 
main celebrant. The of-
ficial feast of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola is on July 31.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Chit-
tissery had highlighted 
on the life of saints from 
Jesuit congregation. The 
present Pope Francis is a 
Jesuit priest, said Rev. Fr. 
Chittissery. The rector 
also recalled how Moth-
er Teresa shared the love 
of Jesus in the street of 
Kolkata. 

The Rev.challenged 

Dimapur, July 28 
(EMN): Cadets attend-
ing annual training 
camp of 24 Nagaland 
(Indep) Company NCC 
at Livingstone Founda-
tion Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur, were 
sensitised on HIV/ AIDS 
and drug abuse.

A press release re-
ceived here on Satur-
day informed that the 
cadets had shown keen 
interest to learn safe 
methods and neces-
sity to safeguard them-
selves. Yanger Kier from 
the District AIDS pre-
vention and control unit 
(DAPCU), Dimapur, un-
der aegis of Nagaland 
AIDS control society 
(NSACS) conducted the 
awareness programme. 

It added that the ca-
dets were also shown in-
tegrated counselling and 
testing mobile unit and 
demonstrated how HIV 
testing is conducted. It 
stated that the cadets 
have understood their 
responsibility and re-
solved to make their sur-

Peren observes World Population 
Stabilization Fortnight 

Mount Olive College organises 
‘Les Creative Hands’ 

Aliba Disabled People’s Org. 
undertakes cleanliness drive 

East Dimapur Business 
Association change of guard 

Brainstorming session 
for development of NE 
region held in Delhi 

Youth trained in mini hydro project

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): 
A programme on World 
Population Stabilization 
Fortnight activity culmi-
nated on July 24 in Peren 
district.

A press release is-
sued by the District Me-
dia Officer, CMO Peren, 
Pezanguno Celine Secü 
informed that during the 
fortnight, family plan-
ning camps were con-
ducted in all the health 
units providing free family 
planning services. It also 
stated wide publicity was 
made through public an-
nouncement systems and 

also through the church 
platforms in the district 
headquarters as well as in 
the block level. 

Senior medical officer, 
Dr. Yetovi (obs. and gy-
nae.) and his team from 
CHC Jalukie conducted 
the laparoscopic liga-
tion cases where a total of 
twenty-one laparoscopic 
and 16 IUCD were done. 

The medical offic-
ers and nurses, in their 
respective health units, 
conducted counselling 
and also distributed IEC 
materials, printed in lo-
cal dialect, to those who 

availed the services at the 
programme.   

The release also in-
formed that the ASHA’s 
‘conducted inter-personal 
communication in the vil-
lages for intensive aware-
ness at the grass root level’ 
and also conducted ‘focus 
group discussion by the 
ASHA workers’. 

 The release further 
informed that  during the 
camp, condoms, oral pills, 
emergency pills and fe-
male contraceptive injec-
tion were provided in the 
district hospital and the 
CHC Jalukie’. 

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): The department 
of Commerce and Economics, Mount Ol-
ive College, Kohima organized ‘Les Crea-
tive Hands: a Pop-up sale on art, craft and 
food’ on July 27 in the college premises. 

A press note from the college, while 
informing that the programme was held 
focusing on the holistic development 
of the students, stated that it was an ini-

tiative to promote and train the students 
with life skills for building a foundation to 
help them become a fully-functional hu-
man being. 

The project team was led by Asst. 
Prof. Vivino Seleyi as the coordinator. All 
the products were prepared by the stu-
dents and faculty of the departments, it 
informed. 

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): With an aim to 
create cleanliness within the communi-
ty, the Aliba Disabled People’s Organiza-
tion under the aegis of Care and Support 
Society Mokokchung organised a clean-
liness drive within the village on July 28. 
Aliba is a village located about 25 kilo-
metres away from Mokokchung town. 

A press release issued by the manag-
ing director of Care and Support Soci-

ety, Imchawati Kichu, while informing 
about the social work, stated that the 
project coordinator for persons with dis-
abilities under Care and Support Society 
and the president of Aliba Disabled Peo-
ple’s Organization thanked Aliba Baptist 
Church, village council, youth depart-
ment, students’ body and all the people 
who extended their support during the 
social work.

Dimapur, July 28 
(EMN): The handing 
and taking over pro-
gramme of the East 
Dimapur Business As-
sociation (EDBA) was 
held on July 28 at Hotel 
Seb Tower in Dimaour.

During the, pro-
gramme, the outgoing 
president, Solomon L 
Awomi handed over the 
office charge to newly 
elected president Atoka 
Zhimomi.

Women Pastor of 
East Dimapur Sumi 
Church offered prayer 
for the new team.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN):  
The chief resident com-
missioner of Nagaland 
Dr. DK Bhalla on July 27 
called for a brainstorm-
ing and intellectual lunch 
session with all the resi-
dent commissioners of 
Northeast states of India 
at Nagaland house in 
New Delhi. The session 
was called to discuss 
about different policies 
and options for the de-
velopment of Northeast. 
The session was presided 
by Bhalla, which was at-
tended by various resi-
dent commissioners. 

According to a press 
release from the infor-
mation and public rela-
tions, during the session 
the members present 
discussed about ways to 
make the North Eastern 
states independent of 
central funding. Stress-
ing that most of the 
North Eastern states are 
deficient in generating 
monetary resources it 
surfaced during the dis-
cussion that there could 
be a possibility in which 
all corporate houses may 
be mandated to spend 
their CSR funds for de-
velopmental activities 
in NE which will allow 
corporate sector to ex-
plore various avenues of 
development and nation 
building in North Eastern 
states.

Mentioning that 
North Eastern states are 
known for their flora and 
fauna, and bio diversity,  
the release stated that 
a discussion was car-
ried out in which these 
can be used for revenue 

generation by develop-
ing tourism activities in a 
sustainable way without 
disturbing ecosystem of 
the area. Tourism can be 
of various varieties like 
medical tourism, golf 
tourism, anthropological 
tourism, ecological tours, 
and adventure tourism 
among others. ‘It was 
further discussed that 
15th finance commis-
sion should be requested 
to keep in view that NE 
states act as natural sink 
for the rest of nation and 
hence NER should be 
given even higher devo-
lution of funds to keep it 
more green’.

On the job creation 
front the issue that was 
raised by various Resi-
dent Commissioners was 
for bringing various mega 
projects to the region and 
various strategies to fund 
small projects on farm-
ing sector and horticul-
ture. Separate defined 
economic entities could 
be created for the region 
like NE bank, special loan 
assistance agencies, and 
a dedicated insurance 
agency only for NE hor-
ticulture and agro based 
food processing indus-
tries offer a huge scope 
for development in NER.

The press note men-
tioned that all the resi-
dent commissioners wel-
comed the initiative. The 
meeting concluded with 
the suggestion that an 
aide memoir should be 
developed by all resident 
commissioners to be pre-
sented to the Prime Min-
ister for expediting the 
NE agenda.

Dimapur, July 28 (EMN): With an objec-
tive to sensitise and create awareness of 
the potentials of mini hydro projects in 
Nagaland, a training programme on mini 
hydro projects was jointly conducted by 
NESREADM in partnership with YouthNet 
for the unemployed youth in Nagaland 
from July 23 to 27 in YouthNet main office 
in Kohima.

The training programme was spon-
sored by USAID with CLEAN as the princi-
pal implementers, a press release received 
here on Friday informed.

Department of new and renewable en-
ergy (NRE) and Nagaland empowerment 
of people through energy development 
(NEPeD) have facilitated the training pro-
gramme as resource persons and faculties.

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti. Azongla Chang, D/o. Shri. T.P. Sobo Chang alias Talo Panjobg Sobo 
Chang, R/o. H.No.111, Residency Colony, Dimapur-797112, Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:
1. That I am bonafide and law abiding citizen of India presently residing at the 

above mentioned address.
2. That in some of my documents my name has been mentioned as P. Azongla 

Chang and in some other documents my name has been mentioned as Azongla 
Chang and in my documents the name of my father is mentioned as T.P. Sobo 
Chang, here which the initial ‘T’ stands for ‘Talo’ and ‘P’ stand for ’Panjong’.

3. That both my names P.Azongla Chang and Azongla Chang are of one and 
same person. And the names of my father i.e T.P. Sobo Chang and Talo 
Panjong Chang are of one and same person.

4. That, this affidavit is made to declare that both my names P. Azongla Chang and 
Azongla Chang are of one and same person. And the names of my father i.e T.P. 
Sobo Chang and Talo Panjong Sobo Chang are of one and same person.

5. That, this statements made in para 1 to 4 above are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief and nothing is false therein.

Verified on this 28th day of July 2018 at Dimapur.
Deponent

Solemnly affirmed & declared before me.
Notary Public

D-5796

Regd. No.501/2018 Date: 28.7.18

the large gathering of 
faithful people to serve 
Jesus for the greater glo-
ry of God.

Rev. Fr. Charles 
D’Souza SJ, parish priest 

of Mary Help of Chris-
tians, Jakhama, gave a 
brief introduction of St. 
Ignatius and the role of 
the Jesuits ministry in 
promoting education, 

global peace and justice.
Rev. Fr. Victor 

D’Mello SJ, principal 
of Loyola Higher Sec-
ondary School, deliv-
ered words of gratitude. 

Priests and nuns from 
different parts of the 
state and neighbouring 
villages including old 
pupils joined the sacred 
ceremony.

rounding aware of the 
disease and also spread 
the message wherever 
they are placed. 

The DAPCU have ex-
pressed desire to associ-
ate with NCC for many 
such programmes in 

future. The camp com-
mandant also thanked 
the Nagaland state 
AIDS control society 
for organising such an 
informative awareness 
session for the cadets.

Earlier in the day, ca-

dets were demonstrated 
guard of honour drill 
prepared by NCC per-
manent instructor staff, 
Hav. Sanjay Kumar. The 
event was followed by 
inter-coy guard of hon-
our competition which 

was witnessed by the 
entire participating ca-
dets of the camp. 

As part of training of 
trainers, the associate 
NCC officers were given 
refresher firing practice 
and training.

The new team would 
be led by Atoka Zhimomi 
president,  Azolo Nuh 
and Mukibur Rahman as 
vice presidents, Joseph 

Mero as general secretary, 
Krishna Chettri as joint 
secretary, Toviho Sumi 
as treasurer, and  Anpa 
Chophi secretary (org.).

STATE
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Fertile valleys in rural Eastern Cape where Nelson Mandela was born. (Bonile Bam)

The Julukuqu mountain in Mqhekezweni - where Nelson Mandela grew up.  (Bonile Bam)

Natural sculpture in Mvezo. (Bonile Bam)

Authentic remains of the house where Nelson Mandela was born in 1918. (Bonile Bam)
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DAILY

PATH
When I was nineteen, one of my close friends was killed in a car accident. In the follow-

ing weeks and months, I walked each day in a tunnel of grief. The pain of losing some-
one so young and wonderful clouded my vision, and at times I even felt unaware of 

what was going on around me. I felt so blinded by pain and grief that I simply could not see God.
In Luke 24, two disciples, confused and brokenhearted after Jesus’s death, didn’t realize 

they were walking with their resurrected Teacher Himself, even as He explained from Scripture 
why the promised Savior had to die and rise again. Only when He took bread and broke it was 
it revealed that this was Jesus (vv. 30–31). Although the followers of Jesus had faced death in 
all its horror when Jesus died, through His resurrection from the dead God showed them how 
to hope again.

Like those disciples, we might feel weighed down with confusion or grief. But we can find 
hope and comfort in the reality that Jesus is alive and at work in the world—and in us. Although 
we still face heartache and pain, we can welcome Christ to walk with us in our tunnel of grief. As 
the Light of the world (John 8:12), He can bring rays of hope to brighten our fog.

Lord God, thank You for being the light in the darkness.  
Bring hope when I’m sad and confused, and help me to see Your glory.

Hope in Grief
BIBLE READ:  LUKE 24:13–32  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared  

from their sight. 
~  Luke 24:31

Though we grieve, we have hope in Jesus.

What Does it Mean that God is Good? 5 Examples in Everyday Life

Revisiting Nelson Mandela’s Roots: A Photographic Exploration

W
e often hear the phrase, “God is 
good.” It is used in songs, ser-
mons, and is sometimes used 
as a response when both good 

and bad things happen in our lives, for ex-
ample: a person who avoids tragedy due to 
car trouble or a delayed flight. Other exam-
ples are good things that happen to people, 
like circumstances aligning perfectly for 
them to buy a house or replace their old car 
when previously things looked very bleak. 
In all these things, we often say, “God is 
good.”

Still, what does this mean? According to 
Merriam Webster, the definition of “God" is 
“the being in perfect power, wisdom, and 
goodness who is worshipped as creator 
and ruler of the universe," however; isn’t 
he more than this? God is good in so many 
ways--the way he provides for us, guides us, 
and watches over us--but it goes even deep-
er than that. God's goodness is who he is, 
and we are created in his image, so, there-
fore, we share his goodness.

God’s goodness shows up in our lives 
every single day. Although we often think of 
his goodness when something big happens, 
his goodness abounds all the time--in every 
hour, minute, and second of the day, in the 
smallest of things around us. Here are five 
examples of his goodness in our everyday 
lives.

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. 
“Only God is truly good.” Luke 18:19

1. Waking Us Up
Every day that God wakes us up is an ex-
ample of his goodness. This means we are 

still working towards the purpose and gifts 
he has given us. It shows us that he isn’t 
finished with us yet and that we still have a 
mission to fulfill. We shall not grumble and 
complain about getting out of bed and go-
ing to work. We should be happy that we are 
still breathing and living for him. Many are 
worse off than us who need to see our light 
shining in the world every day.

"Let the morning bring me word of your 
unfailing love, for I have put my trust in 

you. Show me the way I should go, for to you 
I entrust my life." - Psalm 143:8

2. Pouring His Favor on Us
On the days when we are surrounded by the 

smallest and most significant of blessings, 
we know that God is pouring his favor on 
us. This can be anything from your cowork-
er bringing you your favorite coffee to your 
boss calling you in their office to discuss a 
raise or promotion. We need to pay atten-
tion to all the little things in our day, both 
big and small, that are a blessing to us. A lot 
of times, it’s the little things that mean so 
much.
“God has now revealed to us his mysterious 
will regarding Christ-which is to fulfill his 

own good plan.” Ephesians 1:9

3. Protecting Us
We have all heard about the woman who 

had car trouble and missed being in a 
massive pile-up on the interstate. We have 
heard about the disease/cancer detec-
tion that almost did not happen due to a 
practically-missed appointment. These are 
the significant ways he protects us, but he 
works in the smaller things too: for exam-
ple, the gossip that is going around that 
never reaches your ears or the coworker 
that is trying to sabotage you but your boss, 
instead, sees the honest and hard work that 
you do. These are all ways he protects us on 
a daily basis.
4. Speaking to Us through Prayer
Prayer is our most powerful connection to 
God. It is how we express our thanks and 
gratitude, make our petitions known, and 
intercede for others. Sometimes we get 
an answer of “yes,” sometimes, “no” and 
sometimes, “wait.” Sometimes, he gives us 
specific instructions and, sometimes, he 
is silent. Other times, he speaks to us and 
provides us with an answer in the most sur-
prising of ways. No matter what, he always 
answers, and we need to look for those an-
swers every day. In issues big and small, he 
will often nudge our hearts and draw our 
attention in the right direction.
5. Guiding Us
We make a thousand little decisions a day, 
everything from deciding whether we will 
do our job well or whether or not to take on 
a client. Sometimes, we have to determine 
whether an opportunity is right for us and if 
we should follow a particular path. In these 
moments, God is guiding us. We need to 
stop, take a breath and pay attention. How 
do we feel in our hearts? How do we feel in 
our gut?  We need to be still and listen to 

that small voice we know so well. Listen to 
him whispering to our hearts about what 
choices are right for us. Pay attention to the 
signs he sends us. This is his way of guiding 
us and nudging us to our best selves, so that 
we may live in the gifts we have been given 
and the purpose he has for us.

Are you concerned that you will get too 
busy and miss the signs of God’s goodness 
in your life?

How did you come to 
focus on Mandela?

In 2003, I had the privi-
lege of working for the 
Sunday Times newspaper 
in Johannesburg. During 
that period, I read a lot 
of articles about Madiba 
but he had already retired 

from politics.
A phone call from the 

Nelson Mandela Foun-
dation requesting me to 
be an official photogra-
pher for the event where 
Madiba was meeting his 
guests, played a huge part 
in my career.

Did you get a chance to 
talk to Madiba?

At the end of the event, 
Mandela, spoke to me 
and said, “Good to see 

you young man, I’m glad 
you came.”

Smiling, he continued, 
“You must treat a camera 
like a key, it will unlock 
many doors for you.”

That was a turning 
point in my life. Being 
in the presence of a man 
who sacrificed everything 
on earth in order to help 
liberate his country from 
the chains of apartheid 
– was exceptional. After 
hearing stories and strug-

gles he had gone through 
as a young boy, I took it 
upon myself to trace his 
roots in the Eastern Cape.

Was this not a 
difficult task?

I could not travel to Mv-
ezo, Qunu and Mqhek-
ezweni (Eastern Cape 
towns) and just start 
pointing a camera at peo-
ple. On my trip, I met with 
elders of the Madiba clan 
(Mandela’s clan). Arriving 
there with a camera ready 
to photograph preserved 
sites would be seen as 
a sign of disrespect and 
undermining the com-
munity. My attempt was 
to move with caution and 
allow the story to unfold.

As an observer with 
a camera, the ability to 
speak and write is not 
enough. I needed to lis-
ten. The elders who grew 
up with Madiba pointed 
in the direction of Mvezo. 
When I gathered enough 
material, I knew it was 
time to get going.

On my arrival, in June 
2005, I was freezing from 

the shoulders down to my 
toes. My fingertips were 
shrinking and becoming 
stiffer the closer I got to 
his birth place. The hous-
es were dark but I could 
only identify slow move-
ment of livestock pass-
ing far away. The path I 
walked through was dry 
and dusty with some 
parts of rough stones. I 

desperately needed a cup 
of coffee to stay warm but 
the sun was beginning 
to crack between clouds. 
The sound of the birds 
and Mbashe River kept 
me going.

On what were you 
focused?

My point of interest was 
to find the remains of the 
house where Madiba’s um-
bilical cord was hidden in 
1918 – and related things 
in the surroundings.

Meanwhile, the live-
stock were grazing lazily 
in the fields. I had to stop 
and appreciate the view. 
In the village, it would be 
rude of a stranger to leave 
a place without speaking 
to the people on the road 
side. I was interested in 
documenting life, values, 
landscape, spaces, ob-
jects, specific textures and 
history of the place.

It was time to move 
to Qunu. Here, the Madi-
bas dominate large part 
of the social landscape. 
Beautiful or not – a place 
in any part of the world 
is defined by human ex-
perience and knowledge 
brought to it.

Why do you think we 
can interpret Mandela 
through his early 

physical surroundings?

Clearly, it’s hard to meas-
ure a person of Madiba’s 
stature against nature. 
The streams and foot-
paths where he played 
traditional stick-fight with 
other boys, hunted rab-
bits, knocked birds (out 
of the sky) and herded his 
father’s cattle is seen not 
far away from his home. 
In my visits there, I sensed 
an element of harmony 
and respect for tradition.

In Mqhekezweni, 
where Madiba grew up 

after the passing of his 
father, a rondavel (bunga-
low) and church are testi-
mony to what influenced 
his life long before politics 
took centre stage.

Going outside, the 
twin gumtrees maintained 
their majestic appeal. 
This is where Madiba was 
groomed to be an advi-
sor to Acting Regent Chief 
Jongintaba Dalindyebo 
long before Madiba be-
came a symbol of democ-
racy and freedom.

*Why do you think 
the photographs are 
important? *

These photographs mat-
ter because they tell a 
story about a place, a man 
and his identity at a cer-
tain point in time. In my 
view, the pictures depict-
ed here are much more 
than a simple record of 
home. They reflect values, 
history and lifestyle.

Madiba was a human-
ist. However, some people 
have a basic knowledge of 
where he came from and 
who he was but in reality, 
not much is known about 
the settings that shaped 
his childhood.

This body of work at-
tempts to reveal his ori-
gins.

Let’s pray.
Dear Lord,
I thank you for allowing me to wake 
up every morning. Please help me to 
slow down in the midst of my busy 
life. Allow me to see your goodness 
in every day, no matter how big or 

small. Help me to acknowledge your 
blessings immediately when they are 
poured out upon me. Thank you for 
your protection and guidance. Help 

me to listen carefully and discern 
your voice whispering to my heart in 
answer to my prayers. Rejoice in my 

happiness when you say yes, help me 
see the reasons why you say, “no,” and 

give me the patience and wisdom I 
need for when you say, “wait.” Help 

me to walk in alignment to your 
goodness and shine it into the world 
for all who need it.  Allow me to see 
the abundance of your goodness in 

my life, and others lives every day. In 
Jesus name. Amen.

South African 
photographer, Bonile 

Bam, decided that 
he wanted to tell 
a different Nelson 
Mandela story by 
documenting the 

landscape and physical 
setting in which 

Mandela lived as a boy. 
Like Mandela, Bam 
also grew up in the 

Eastern Cape province. 
The entirely black and 

white photographs 
will form part of an 

upcoming exhibition 
in Johannesburg 
called Mandela’s 
Roots (revisited). 

Raymond Suttner 
interviewed Bam on his 
photography and how 
he came to develop the 

Mandela exhibition, 
which coincides with 
Mandela’s birth 100 

years ago.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Tune into the 
thoughts of others, Aries. Focusing only on 
yourself means you’re missing the beauty and 
wisdom that come from other people. Respect 

their opinions the way you want them to respect yours. 
Your ego might get in the way of your brain until you em-
brace the lesson of sensitivity that it’s trying to teach you. 
Take a back seat and let someone else do the talking.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’ll find that 
your brain is extra sharp today and you have a 
greater sense of clarity regarding your purpose 
in life. It could be that your nurturing instinct 

is high and your general self-esteem depends on how use-
ful you can be to the people around you. It may seem as 
if you’re everyone’s parent or watchful older sibling. Give 
people the advice they need to grow and be wiser.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Many people con-
duct their lives without really making conscious 
decisions about their actions. People walk around 
like they’re asleep. Don’t fall into this trap, Gemi-

ni. This is a good day to dust off your thinking cap and take 
action. Don’t let others make decisions for you. Take control 
of your destiny. To maintain the balance today, it’s impor-
tant that you swing toward the sensitive side of things.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your thinking 
is clear today and you’ll find that it’s right 
in sync with who you are, Cancer. Find your 
strength in conversations in which you dis-

play your keen insight into the situation at hand. Your 
detective-like nature is especially active, and others will 
find it hard to pull the wool over your eyes now. Stay 
tuned in to what’s going on around you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It’s OK to be wrong, 
Leo. If you know you’ve made a mistake, feel 
free to admit it. Don’t let your ego stand in the 
way of progress. Others won’t want to deal with 

you if you insist that what you’re doing is right all the time 
when perhaps it isn’t. Your mind may be a bit more fragile 
on a day like this, so try to be more sensitive and receptive 
than usual.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Be careful about be-
ing too critical today, Virgo. You’re likely to turn 
people away if you aren’t careful with how you 
express yourself. This is a good time to listen and 

receive as opposed to deliver information. Let things stew 
in your head for a while before you make any major deci-
sions. You’re likelier to find a greater balance in the situa-
tion if you slow down and back off a bit.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your mental ability 
could be rather sluggish and lazy today. It could 
be that you aren’t feeling as sharp as you’d like, Li-
bra. This is most likely a sign that you simply need 

to slow down and relax. Don’t feel as if you always need to 
deliver the keynote address. Be more of an audience member 
today and take advice from the other people up on stage.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): One of the im-
portant lessons of the day for you is to remem-
ber that emotions are powerful things to recog-
nize and honor. Don’t discount your feelings. 

In fact, it’s most important that you embrace them with 
your whole being. Once you relax and settle into your true 
emotions, you’ll find that your mind clears and you can 
make conscious, rational decisions about whatever issues 
come your way.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Someone may 
be calling you on certain behaviors today, Sagit-
tarius. It could be that your aggressive nature 
rubs someone the wrong way and they simply 

don’t have thick enough skin to take it. You may not even 
be aware of how your warlike attitude affects those around 
you. This is a good day to see things from someone else’s 
perspective in order to gain a bit more data on the situation.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your mind 
is thinking quite clearly today, Capricorn. 
You’ll discover that you have a keen ability to 
tune into the subtle energies that are moving 

through your life right now. The good news is that your 
ego and brain are working together, and you may be able 
to strike a better balance between these two elements of 
your psyche much more easily than usual.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your receptiv-
ity to new ideas is stronger than usual today, 
Aquarius. Listen to what people say and re-
member that you can learn from every person 

you meet. There’s a lesson in every situation. Remember 
to keep your brain exercised, just like any other part of 
your body. To keep it working properly, you must make 
sure you give it the daily stimulus that it requires.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your mental clar-
ity is astounding today, Pisces. You’ll find that 
your pattern of thinking reflects exactly who 
you are at the core of your being. The moment 

you walk out the door this morning, you’ll find that your 
brain wants to process everything. This action will give 
you greater assuredness and insight, making this a terrific 
day to stand up and speak your mind.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Amulya Ganguli | IANS

The Wire Analysis

Congress’ Yielding on PM Face Improves Chances for Grand Coalition

The Good, Bad and Ugly on India’s Template for How Your Data Will Be Protected
While the draft bill lays the beginnings of a solid foundation, there are troubling landmines that must be defused and debated before it is sent to Parliament.

A
fter the hug and the wink, a step 
back. The Congress’s realisation, 
albeit belatedly, that Rahul Gandhi 
still does not have the gravitas re-

quired to become the prime minister will be 
generally welcomed. Evidently, the party is 
becoming more mature along with its presi-
dent.

The retreat by Rahul Gandhi in favour of 
regional leaders will enable the opposition 
at the national level to focus more effective-
ly on the issue, which is just as well because 
of the number of aspirants. 

As the Rashtriya Janata Dal’s (RJD) Te-
jashwi Yadav has said, there are at least four 
in the fray (apart from Rahul) -- Mamata 
Banerjee, Mayawati, Chandrababu Naidu 
and Sharad Pawar. Mercifully, no one takes 
Arvind Kejriwal’s name any more, not even 
the Delhi chief minister himself.

Of the four, the West Bengal chief minis-
ter and the former U.P. chief minister can be 
regarded as front-runners. Both have made 
their intentions clear and are trying, for each 

of their parties, to win as many Lok Sabha 
seats as possible to buttress their claims.

The Trinamool Congress leader’s aim is 
to win all the 42 parliamentary seats in West 
Bengal. Since her party has 34 at present, her 
expectations cannot be said to be too high. 
However, winning all the Lok Sabha con-
stituencies will not be easy at a time when 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is seemingly 
gaining ground because of the prevailing 
lawlessness in the state which was seen dur-
ing the recent panchayat polls.

As for Mayawati, her desire to have a 
nationwide alliance with the Congress and 
not in Madhya Pradesh alone, as the latter 
wants, is obviously intended to widen the 
prospect of her outfit, the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP), winning a fair number of seats. 
At present, the BSP has none in the Lok Sab-
ha, but that is an oddity - a one-time failure 
which does not portend the future.

However, what the chasing of seats em-
phasises is the importance of the numbers 
game, which, of course, is the central feature 
of a parliamentary democracy.

In this respect, the Telugu Desam with 

16 seats and the Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) with seven may be theoretically 
ahead of the BSP. But they have several dis-
advantages.

For a start, as a south Indian party, the 
Telugu Desam may find the going tough in 
a political milieu where north Indian parties 
tend to be well ahead of those from else-
where in terms of the popular perception 
about their successful strike rate. The rea-
sons are, first, their fluency in Hindi which 
is understood nearly all over India, and, 
secondly, because, historically, north Indian 
politicians have dominated the corridors of 
power in New Delhi.

There has been only one prime minister 
from the south -- H.D. Deve Gowda of Kar-
nataka -- but for only 10 months. The Telugu 
Desam leader, Chandrababu Naidu, will be 
hoping against hope, therefore, if he thinks 
that it will be an easy ride to Delhi’s 7, Lok 
Kalyan Marg (formerly Race Course Road), 
which is the prime minister’s official resi-
dence.

The NCP’s Sharad Pawar is another 
claimant although he has never said so 

himself; nor has Naidu. But though now 
an elder statesman, the 78-year-old Pawar, 
who became chief minister of Maharashtra 
at the age of 38, and has held a number of 
major portfolios at the centre, is now past 
his prime.

That leaves the two women -- Mamata 
Banerjee and Mayawati. Before consider-
ing their cases, it has to be remembered that 
the last word may not have been said about 
Rahul. If the Congress sweeps the Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh assembly elections 
and does fairly well in Chhattisgarh, it would 
have overcome much of the ignominy of its 
present lowly status in the Lok Sabha with 
48 seats and think of taking on the BJP al-
most on equal terms in 2019. Such a turn of 
events will make Rahul a serious contender 
once again.

The problem with Mamata Banerjee 
and Mayawati is that they do not have an 
across-the-board, pan-Indian appeal. Both 
are largely based in their own states -- West 
Bengal and U.P. -- with Mamata suffering 
from the added disadvantage of being less 
than fluent in Hindi.

Mayawati may attract the Dalit and 
Muslim votes, but how enthusiastic the 
backward castes and the upper castes will 
be at the national level is open to question. 
In U.P., the Samajwadi Party leader, Akhilesh 
Yadav, may ensure that his ally, Mayawati, 
gets the backward caste votes, but she may 
face difficulties elsewhere because the Dal-
its and the backward castes have not always 
had the best of relations. The upper castes, 
of course, are even more opposed to the 
Dalits.

It is understandable, therefore, why the 
non-BJP parties have kept their options 
open about the prime ministerial candidate 
till after the elections. Their hope is that 
the numbers will be the decisive factor and 
make the choice for them. But there is also 
the need for those not in the running like 
Sonia Gandhi to play a mediatory role of the 
kind Jayaprakash Narayan and J.B. Kripalani 
played in 1977 to calm tempers and mas-
sage the egos.
(Amulya Ganguli is a political analyst. The 

views expressed are personal. He can be 
reached at amulyaganguli@gmail.com)

A
fter nearly a month’s delay, the Justice Srikrishna 
committee on data protection submitted its 
report and a draft bill to the IT ministry on 
Friday.

The report is a sprawling, nearly 200-page document 
that highlights the committee’s thought process in 
drafting the data protection framework, the reasoning 
behind its decisions, the dilemmas that it struggled with 
and the academic and non-academic sources that it 
drew upon.

The draft bill – which lays down the rights of ‘data 
principals’ (Indian citizens), proposes the creation of 
a data authority to enforce the Act, and sets penalties 
for violations by ‘data fiduciaries’ (public and private 
sector entities that collect, process and store data) – is 
a template that could be modified depending on what 
further consultations or steps the Narendra Modi 
government intends on taking before introducing it in 
parliament.

At a press conference on Friday afternoon, IT and law 
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad indicated that it would go 
through inter-ministerial consultation before being sent 
for cabinet approval.

“There are more steps for further debate and 
stakeholder comments. The entire parliamentary 
process will be followed,” Prasad said, without giving 
details on whether it planned on introducing its draft bill 
by the winter session of parliament.

While the Justice Srikrishna committee has been 
criticised by activists and civil society stakeholders for its 
lack of transparency, on Friday the retired judge hit back, 
insisting that he was an “open, transparent man”.

“I’m an open, transparent man but that doesn’t mean 
I will keep the windows of my bathroom open while 
having a bath,” Srikrishna said.

To better understand the issues at stake, The Wire 
breaks down what’s significant, what’s weak and what’s 
potentially troubling.
Defining user data and user’s rights
The draft bill defines data in two different ways. The first 
is ‘personal data, which is “data about or relating to a 
natural person…”. An all-encompassing tag of sorts.

It also carves out a second and separate category 
for “sensitive personal data” which goes in-depth and 
covers everything from passwords to financial data. This 
includes: health data, official identifier, sex life, sexual 
orientation, biometric data, genetic data, transgender 
status, intersex status, caste or tribe, religious or political 
belief.

The consent that ‘data fiduciaries’ must obtain for 
collection and processing of personal data say ‘informed’, 
‘specific’, ‘clear’ and ‘capable of being withdrawn’.

For sensitive personal data, the consent standards 
are higher and more detailed. For instance, the data 
fiduciary should make sure that the individual is “given 
the choice” of separately consenting to the “use of 
different categories of sensitive personal data relevant 
to processing” and that they should understand that 
the processing of this data “may have significant 
consequences” for them.

The bill also goes onto list out a host of rights 
that individuals have with regard to their data. These 
include: the ‘right to confirmation’ (is a company or 
a government department using my data?), the ‘right 
to correction’ (correction, completion or updating of 
inaccurate personal data), the ‘right to portability’ (Can 
I force Zomato to give me my order history data and 
then give it to Swiggy?) and the ‘right to be forgotten’ 
(Can I ask Google to delete a search engine result that’s 

about me?)
What’s good and bad: The expanded definition of 

sensitive personal data to include health, financial and 
sex-related information is important and is a welcome 
step.

However, as a few privacy commentators have 
pointed out, the bill doesn’t lay down the golden principle 
of allowing individuals to be true owners of their own 
data. There is no right to erasure, only a limited right to 
be forgotten that is saddled with a bureaucratic process 
(more on this below). And at the moment, there appears 
to be a confusing clause where liability for withdrawal of 
consent is placed on the individual in question.
Putting restrictions on ‘data fiduciaries’
If the user part of the bill is a little lacking, the bill’s focus 
appears to be in fixing stronger accountability on data 
fiduciaries, or companies and government departments 
that collect and handle your data, and how they must 
act.

Broadly speaking, the rules that these entities now 
have to follow or comply with are broken down into 
three categories.

There are theoretical safeguards: All data fiduciaries 
must design their systems with privacy in mind and 
ensure that appropriate security standards have been 
taken. If it’s found later that there was negligence at any 
step, the company can be punished.

There are also compliance requirements: All 
companies and government departments that handle 
data must notify the Data Protection Authority of India 
(DPA) of any breach of personal user data. As The Wire 
has pointed out, this has been sorely lacking within the 
India’s digital ecosystem and thus is a welcome move. 
The DPA will decide if the fiduciary is required to make 
this breach public and what the accompanying fines will 
be.

Additionally, all data fiduciaries will have to undertake 
annual data audits by an independent auditor. They 
will also have to appoint a ‘data protection officer’, who 
will be an employee within their own organisation, to 
ensure that all of their data processing activities are in 
compliance with the provisions of the bill.

Finally, there are data localisation requirements: 
the bill states that all data fiduciaries “shall ensure the 
storage, on a server or data centre located in India of at 
least one serving copy of personal data to which this Act 
applies”.

Put simply, private companies which deal with 
the personal data of Indian citizens will have to store 
a copy of that data in India. This will have significant 
consequences for Silicon Valley-based giants who store 
the data of their Indian users primarily in the United 
States, Europe or Singapore.

The bill goes onto to note that the Centre will notify 
further categories of personal data, called “critical 
personal data”, which can only be stored in India.
What’s good:The bill is quite strict on how companies 
and government will be treated if they are found to have 
committed offences under the Act (the two primary 
ones being obtaining/selling data contrary to the Act 
and the other being re-identification and processing of 
de-identified data).

While government departments and state 
governments have been let off lightly for leaking personal 
data in the past, the Srikrishna bill cracks the whip. It 
notes that if any offence is committed by a department 
of the central or a state government, the “head of the 
department or authority shall be deemed to be guilty of 
the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against 
and punished accordingly”. This ensures that the blame 
isn’t passed off onto a lower-level government officer.

What’s ugly: The pro-state or pro-government argument 
for data localisation is that storing data within a country’s 
borders prevents it from being spied upon by foreign 
nations. However, the Justice Srikrishna committee 
hasn’t gone that far – all it asks is that companies store a 
copy of Indian citizen data within India. This means the 
data can still go back to US or China.

As some privacy experts have noted, this doesn’t 
appear to be aimed at at protecting Indian data from 
foreign eyes. It instead looks more like an attempt at 
making sure the Indian government will be able to access 
the data of Indian citizens more easily, without having 
to wrestle Silicon Valley-based companies and the US 
government for it. When you combine this with the fact 
that there is nothing in the draft bill on reforming India’s 
mass surveillance apparatus, it becomes concerning.

Additionally, the bill also lays out that the data 
protection authority will decide if data breaches will be 
disclosed to the users that have been affected. As The 
Wire has reported, Indian companies and government 
agencies are more than happy to be quiet about their lax 
security standards. Affected users should have a legal 
right to know if their data has been compromised, as 
they have in the United States.
The Data Protection Authority of India
To enforce all of the above, the Centre, by way of a 
notification, will set up the Data Protection Authority of 
India, a body that will have meaningful power to monitor 
and enforce the provisions of the data protection bill. It 
will also fill some of the more meaningful gaps between 
the bill’s vision and actual regulation.

The authority will have a chairperson and six 
members, the former of which will be appointed by the 
Centre on the reccomendation of a panel headed by the 
Chief Justice of India.

It will, quite simply, have the power to issue directions, 
call for information, launch inquiries, levy penalities 
and in extreme cases even “temporarily suspend” or 
discontinue the business activity of a data fiduciary or 
data processor.

The penalties that can be levied are divided into two 
major categories:

1) If a data fiduciary doesnt follow through on 
compliance requiremnts, it can be fined up to Rs 5 crore 
or 2% of its worldwide turnover, whichever is higher.

2) If it doesn’t comply with the standards for 
processing personal or personal sensitive data it can 
be fined up to Rs 15 crore or 5% of its total worldwide 
turnover, whichever is higher.

Then there are a host of other penalties for more 
minor violations such as refusing to comply with a 
individual’s request (Rs 5 lakh maximum).
The bad: As with most seemingly autonomous 
regulatory institutions, the fact is that the data protection 
authority could be captured by the government (central 
appointments with 5-year-terms). The bill calls for 
a separate appellate tribunal to be set up that will 
hear appeals made against DPA orders. The head and 
members of this tribunal, as is the norm, will be subject 
to rules of qualifications, term of office and renewal by 
the Centre.
On Aadhaar and state surveillance
On these two subjects, there has been a certain amount 
of trepidation from privacy activists and a section of civil 
society stakeholders.

For instance, Section 13 of the proposed data 
protection law clearly notes that personal data be may 
be processed if needed for the “provision of any service 
or benefit to the data principal from the state”, which 
covers Aadhaar numbers. This essentially means that 

consent is not required in these cases.
Section 19 does the same for sensitive personal 

data which appears to cover Aadhaar authentication 
(biometric data processing).

Processing of sensitive personal data for certain 
functions of the State. —

Sensitive personal data may be processed if such 
processing is strictly necessary for:

(a) any function of Parliament or any State Legislature.
(b) the exercise of any function of the State authorised 

by law forthe provision of any service or benefit to the 
data principal. (Section 19)

However, as at least one privacy expert pointed out, 
the European Union’s privacy regulations (the GDPR) 
also allow for derogation of national identification 
numbers.

It is unclear to what extent these consent exemption 
clauses protects the Aadhaar programme, which is 
currently under Supreme Court judicial review.

On the other hand, in the report that the Srikrishna 
committee produced (the 200-page document), it makes 
multiple observations on Aadhaar, the UIDAI ecosystem 
and its security problems. It acknowledges that the 
UIDAI has struggled to take enforcement action against 
“errant companies in the Aadhaar ecosystem”, but chalks 
it up to the a lack of proper enforcement powers.

To this end, the committee suggests two proposed 
amendments to the Aadhaar Act, which, incidentally, 
don’t find a place in the draft bill. The first is to give more 
teeth to UIDAI by allowing it to “impose civil penalties 
on various entities” and “issue directions as well as cease 
and desist orders to state and private contractors”. These 
entities and contractors, as The Wire has reported, have 
significantly damaged the trust around the Aadhaar 
ecosystem.

Secondly, the Srikrishna committee recommends 
splitting the process of Aadhaar authentication into two: 
the first would still retain how it was meant to be done, 
but would be restricted only to entities that “perform a 
public function”. Other entities who still require some 
form of identification would use a new system of 
verifying the “identity of individuals offline”.
On mass surveillance
What has sparked some concern amongst privacy 
scholars and activists is the number of exemptions 
the proposed bill offers to processing of data without 
consent. Of particular concern are the exemptions 
offered to the state, which are allowed if authorised by a 
separate law enacted through Parliament.

While some of consent exemptions are benign — 
such as for “journalistic” or “research and archiving” 
purposes — others deal with what the committee 
believes are legitimate state needs including “security of 
the state” and “prevention, detection, investigation and 
prosecution of contraventions of law”.

The Srikrishna committee report, however, is likely 
the toughest any government-backed document has 
been about state surveillance. It notes that the Centre 
must “carefully scrutinise the question of oversight of 
intelligence gathering” and “expeditiously bring in a law 
to this effect”.

“The design of the current legal framework in 
India is responsible for according a wide remit to 
intelligence and law enforcement agencies. At the 
same time, it lacks sufficient legal and procedural 
safeguards to protect individual civil liberties. Much 
intelligence-gathering does not happen under the 
remit of the law, there is little meaningful oversight 
that is outside the executive, and there is a vacuum in 
checks and balances to prevent the untrammeled rise 
of a surveillance society,” the report notes.
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Justice Gogoi rejects fixed tenure for 
CJIs, seeks consistent judicial policy

Reciprocate Imran’s peace gesture, Mehbooba tells Centre Government pledges to 
eliminate viral hepatitis by 2030

Bus carrying university staff 
falls into gorge in Maha; 33 dead 

Kerala CM should face graft case trial, CBI tells SCOver 1,000 ‘war rockets’ of Tipu Sultan unearthed

Uniformed policeman 
bows to UP CM, garlands 
him to trigger controversy

No disclosure if harm to individual 
outweighs public interest — Panel

Rafale deal: Taxpayers 
will pay INR 1 lakh 
crore, says Rahul

PTI

Mahabaleshwar Trackers members take out bodies at the accident site where a bus carrying a group 
of staff members of an agriculture university, fell into a 500-ft gorge  in the Konkan region, killing 33 
passengers, in Raigad on Saturday.

PTI

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) President Mehbooba Mufti 
addresses her first public rally after stepping down as Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister, at Sher-e-Kashmir Park, in Srinagar on 
Saturday.

Pinarayi Vijayan

New Delhi, July 28 (IANS): Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi - the seniormost judge of the top 
court after Chief Justice Dipak Misra - on 
Saturday dismissed the suggestion for 
fixed tenure of the Chief Justice of India so 
as to give them enough time to push the 
reforms in the judicial system.

Addressing the issue of fixed term, he 
said that in judiciary when it comes to el-
evation of judges, there are some norms, 
particularly seniority and it may not be a 
good idea to deny a person the chance of 
becoming CJI merely because his tenure 
would be short.

The problem in pushing reforms is 
not with the length of the tenure as CJI 
- whether short or long - but with the 
change in priorities with the change of 
CJIs, Justice Gogoi said priorities once 
set had to be consistently adhered to by 
the successive CJIs. “Problem does not lie 
with the short tenure. Problem lies with 
the change of priority with the change of 
Chief Justice. We must have consistent 
policy. Tenure does not matter,” he said, 
responding to the suggestion of fixed ten-
ure for the CJIs by Prof N.R.Madhava Me-
non - former Vice Cancellor of National 
Law School of India, Bengaluru.

Citing the fixed tenure of the Cabi-
net Secretary, service and police chiefs, 
Menon advocated a fixed tenure of CJIs, 
wondering what would happen to the 
defence of the country if service chiefs 
were to have short tenures running into 
a few months. 

Addressing the number of issues that 
emerged during day long deliberation on 
“National Initiative to Reduce Pendency 
and Delay in Judicial System”, Justice Go-
goi said there “was no radical solution of 
the problem of the huge backlog of over 
three crore cases. They will not disappear 
overnight”.

Addressing the issue of vacancies, Jus-

tice Gogoi said that the vacancies in the 
High Courts can be taken care of by the 
CJI and his team but the cause of concern 
was 5,984 vacancies in lower judiciary 
with Uttar Pradesh with 1,344, Bihar with 
825 and Madhya Pradesh with 748 vacan-
cies topping the list.

Pointing to the long time that is taken 
in the recruitment of judicial officers in 
different states, and urging to look at the 
issue with a different perspective, he said: 
“What we are looking for is that a man or a 
woman has outstanding merit and ability, 
utmost integrity and of absolute commit-
ment to work. Three qualities I would look 
for before a person becomes a judge.”

Referring to the report of a committee 
that had said that the entire process for 
the recruitment of judges in lower judi-
ciary should be completed in 273 days, 
Justice Gogoi said that Delhi took 762 
days, J&K took 900 days and Pondicherry 
did it in 99 days.

It can happen in 99 days, and “If you 
have a right man at right place (then) rest 
will follow”, he said.

In his valedictory address, Chief 
Justice Misra, summing up the daylong 
proceedings, called for “self-discipline”, 
“self enhancement” and “developing a 
culture of work atmosphere”. 

Not favouring ex-parte stay of the 
proceedings of the trials at lower courts, 
he said that they should be a “dated stay”.

Saying that standing still was “nega-
tion of life”, Chief Justice Misra said that 
the courts should decide the matters in 
a time bound manner while he drew dis-
tinction between enthusiasm, persever-
ance and obsession.

Dwelling on judicial statesmanship, 
judicial leadership and judicial discipline, 
he said that every case should be decided 
skilfully and lawfully with impose one’s 
own views.

Srinagar, July 28 (IANS): 
Former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Meh-
booba Mufti on Saturday 
appealed to the Centre to 
respond to Imran Khan’s 
offer for peace talks and 
also pave the way for Kash-
miri separatists to join 
dialogue.

Addressing a party 
gathering here on the 
foundation day of her 
party, Mehbooba Mufti 
said: “The Centre should 
respond positively to the 
peace talks offer made by 
Imran Khan. 

“Way should also be 
paved for bringing the 
Hurriyat leaders on the ta-
ble for holding a dialogue. 
I have said it when I was 
in power and I am saying 
it again when I am out of 
power.”

The Peoples Demor-
catic Party (PDP) chief said 
many people had been 
asking her why she lacked 
a smile on her face during 
the two years she was in 
power.

“Forming an alliance 
with the Bharatiya Janata 

Mumbai, July 28 (PTI): 
Thirty-three staff mem-
bers of an agriculture uni-
versity in Maharashtra 
were killed when the bus 
they were travelling in 
skidded off the road and 
rolled down a deep gorge 
in Raigad district this af-
ternoon, officials said.

The private bus was 
carrying 34 staff members 
of the university on a pic-
nic. It fell into a 500-feet 
deep gorge at Ambenali 
Ghat near Poladpur town, 
around 180 km from here, 
District Collector Vijay 
Suryawanshi told PTI over 
the phone.

T h i r t y- t h re e  p a s -
sengers died in the acci-
dent which took place at 
around 12.30 pm, he said.

SP Anil Paraskar said 
the passengers were 
on their  way to Ma-
habaleshwar, a hill station 
in Satara district in West-
ern Maharashtra, for a pic-
nic, when the driver lost 
control over the vehicle 
while negotiating a turn 
and it fell into the gorge.

All the bus passengers 
were staff of the Balasa-
heb Sawant Konkan Krishi 
Vidyapeeth at Dapoli in 
Raigad district, he said.

A team of the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) was at the spot to 

New Delhi, July 28 (IANS): 
The CBI has told the Su-
preme Court that Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who was discharged 
from all criminal and cor-
ruption charges in the 
SNC Lavalin case, “should 
face trial”.

In an affidavit filed 
in the court, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
questioned the discharge 
of Vijayan and two others, 
saying the Kerala High 
Court orders in this regard 
was “not correct”.

The CBI has chal-
lenged the High Court’s 
August 23, 2017, order to 
discharge Vijayan, K. Mo-
hanachandran, former 
Principal Secretary in De-
partment of Power, and 
A. Francis, then depart-
ment Joint Secretary. The 
High Court had given the 
go-ahead for the trial of 
remaining three accused, 
who are Kerala State Elec-
tricity Board officials.

Objecting to the High 
Court’s decision to dis-
charge certain accused 
and making remaining 
charge-sheeted persons 
to face trial, the CBI said: 
“Vijayan should also face 
trial for the same set of 
offences”.

“The specific acts and 
omissions of each ac-
cused can only be decided 
in a properly conducted 
trial and the discharge of 
some accused may ad-

Shivamogga (Karna), July 28 (PTI): 
Over 1,000 “rockets” used during the 
period of 18th century Mysore ruler 
Tipu Sultan have been unearthed 
from the silt of an abandoned well 
at a village in Shivamogga district, 
officials said today.

Workers digging an old well at an 
areca garden at Bidanuru stumbled 
upon the ‘ironcased’ cylindrical type 
of rockets used during the period, a 
top archaeology department official 
said. Department of Archaeology 
Commissioner Venkatesh told PTI 
that similar rocket type models of 
the Tipu Sultan period were found 

near the same place six years ago.
He said the rockets would be pre-

served at ‘Shivappa Nayak Museum 
Shivamogga’ as ‘rocket gallery.’ 

Similar rockets of the Tipu Sultan 
period are preserved at London Mu-
seum. Tipu Sultan, who took over the 
reins of administration of Mysuru 
kingdom after the death of his father 
Hyder Ali, fought the mighty British 
army fearlessly adopting modern 
warfare techniques. He is credited 
with being the first ruler in the coun-
try to introduce military tactics of 
using mass attack rockets in 18th 
century. Experts said the “Iron-cased 

rockets” found in the well are de-
signed and crafted as cylindrical iron 
tubes that can be launched easily by 
a soldier. According to experts, Tipu 
employed this technology in second 
‘Anglo-Mysore’ war in 1780 and 
achieved remarkable results posing 
a big challenge to the British Army. 
The AngloMysore Wars were a series 
of four wars fought between the Brit-
ish and the Mysore kingdom, the last 
of which saw Tipu killed in 1799.

Tipu invaded Bidanuru in Shiv-
amogga district which was ruled by 
Keladi dynasty after the fall of the 
Vijaynagar empire.

Lucknow, July 28 (IANS): A controversy 
has erupted over a uniformed police of-
ficer bowing before Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath in Gorakhpur, 
applying ‘tika’ on his forehead and gar-
landing him.

The pictures, which found their 
way to the social media, kicked off a 
debate on the “unprofessional” con-
duct of Circle Officer (CO) Praveen 
Kumar Singh of Gorakhnath area on 
‘Guru Purnima’ that fell on Friday. 
Adityanath still is the chief priest of the 
Gorakshnath Peeth .

In two pictures, which Praveen Ku-
mar posted on the social media, he is 
seen applying vermillion on the Chief 
Minister’s forehead and also garlanding 
Adityanath.  In the past, police officials 
picking up footwear of ruling party poli-
tician or carrying a purse of a former 
Chief Minister have come to the fore.

New Delhi, July 28 (IANS): The 
draft personal data protection 
law recommended by the Justice 
Srikrishna Committee proposes 
exemption of those personal in-
formation from disclosure under 
the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 
which can cause harm to the per-
son concerned.

The 213-page report, prepared 
by a 10-member committee set 
up last year under the chairman-
ship of the retired Supreme Court 
judge, Justice B.N. Srikrishna, said 
the data protection law is designed 
to limit the processing of personal 
data to legitimate reasons where 
the flow of information is benefi-
cial and respects autonomy of the 
data principal.

The report which was submit-
ted to the government on Friday 
has proposed amendments to the 
Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act which 

mentions exemptions from the 
disclosures under the Act. 

“In addition to the likelihood 
of harm, disclosure should be re-
stricted only where any likely harm 
outweighs the common good of 
transparency and accountability in 
the functioning of public authori-
ties,” the report said regarding any 
personal information with a gov-
ernment authority. 

“Only if such information is 
likely to cause harm to a data prin-
cipal and such harm outweighs the 
aforementioned public interest, 
can the information be exempted 
from disclosure,” it added.

The report noted that nothing 
contained in the data protection 
bill will apply to the disclosure 
under Section 8(1)(j) section. This 
is to prevent privacy from becom-
ing a stonewalling tactic to hinder 
transparency, it added. 

New Delhi, July 28 (IANS): Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi on Saturday 
claimed that the due to the Rafale 
fighter jet deal, Indian taxpayers will 
have to pay the “Prime Minister’s 
friend’s joint venture INR 1 lakh 
crore over five decades to maintain 
the aircraft.

“Over the next 50 years, Indian 
taxpayers will pay Mr 56’s (Modi) 
friend’s JV, (INR) 100,000 crore to 
maintain 36 #RafaleScam jets, India 
is buying,” Gandhi tweeted.

“Raksha Mantri (Defence Min-
ister) will address a press confer-
ence to deny this, as usual. But 
the truth is in the presentation I’m 
attaching,” he said, tagging along 
a Reliance Infrastructure Investors 
Presentation.

It said that “Reliance Defence 
Limited has secured the offset con-
tract from Dassault Aviation for INR 
30,000 crore and a consequent ‘Li-
fecycle opportunity’ is estimated at 
INR 1 lakh crore over 50 years.” 

The Congress on Friday accused 
Sitharaman of “lying” on Reliance 
Defence Limited’s offset contract”, 
and said it didn’t have experience in 
manufacturing fighter jets.

versely impact the out-
come vis-a-vis those tried 
in court,” said the CBI 
affidavit.

Reacting to the fresh 
development, Leader of 
Opposition in Kerala As-
sembly Ramesh Chen-
nithala told the media that 
it had now been proved 
right what they had been 
saying all along. “Vijayan 
should now react to this... 
we have been saying all 
through that he has a role 
in it.”

Vijayan, however, has 
not responded so far.

The case pertains to an 
agreement with Canadian 
firm SNC Lavalin in 1997 
for the renovation and 
modernisation of Palliva-
sai, Sengulam and Panniar 
hydroelectric projects in 

Idukki district of Kerala, 
which allegedly caused a 
loss of INR 266 crore to the 
exchequer.

Vijayan was then the 
Power Minister in Kerala.

The three accused 
directed to face trial too 
had approached the apex 
court, asking why they 
were not treated on par 
with Vijayan and two co-
accused discharged in the 
case.

The CBI maintained 
that the High Court order 
was “bad in law” and its 
findings that Vijayan and 
two others need not to face 
the trial amounts to “clear 
differentiation” between 
two sets of accused.

“Without the knowl-
edge of Vijayan and two 
others, the consultancy 

agreements would not 
have been converted into 
supply contracts on fixed 
rates on February 10, 1997, 
when Vijayan was (Power) 
Minister and had gone to 
Canada along with Mo-
hanachandran (also dis-
charged in the case) as a 
guest of Lavalin and dur-
ing the visit the decision 
to sign the supply contract 
was taken by Vijayan,” the 
affidavit added.

“The wilful omissions 
and commissions on the 
part of the public servants 
provided the opportunity 
to SNC Lavalin for deriv-
ing wrongful gains, casing 
corresponding loss to the 
KSEB,” it added.

A bench of Justice N.V. 
Ramana and Justice Ab-
dul Nazeer had earlier 
stayed the trial of the case 
and sought the CBI’s re-
sponse.

On November 5, 2013, 
a CBI court in the state 
capital exonerated all the 
accused, without taking 
up the case for trial. 

However, a year later, 
the CBI approached the 
High Court against the 
CBI court’s exoneration, 
which ordered the trial 
against three persons and 
discharged three others, 
including Vijayan.

A criminal case was 
registered on February 12, 
2007, and the CBI filed its 
charge sheet on June 12, 
2009.

pull out the bodies from 
the ill-fated bus.

A dozen ambulances 
and 15 doctors were at 
the scene, Additional SP 
Sanjay Patil said.

The lone survivor, Pra-
kash Sawant, said mud 
and loose stones on that 
particular stretch of the 
ghat road caused the bus 
tyres to skid.

“The bus veered to 

the left and fell into the 
gorge before we could un-
derstand what was hap-
pening. Trees arrested the 
fall someway down. I had 
managed to jump out in 
time. I climbed my way 
up somehow,” he said, re-
counting the tragedy.

When Sawant reached 
the road, he saw a crowd 
of people.

“One of them gave me 

a mobile phone. I called 
up the police control room 
and informed them,” he 
said. Originally, 40 people 
were supposed to join the 
trip to Mahabaleshwar, 
but some of them opted 
out at the last moment 
because the bus was small 
and there was no space, 
Sawant said.

Meanwhile, Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 

and Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, among other lead-
ers, expressed grief over 
the tragedy.

Gandhi tweeted, “I’m 
sorry to hear about the 
terrible bus accident in 
Raigad, Maharashtra in 
which a large number of 
people have been killed. I 
appeal to Congress party 
workers in the area to pro-
vide all possible assistance 
to the injured and families 
of those who have died.” 

Fadnavis said he was 
pained to know about the 
loss of lives in the accident. 
“Administration taking all 
efforts to provide required 
assistance. Senior officials 
and emergency manage-
ment systems in place,” 
Fadnavis tweeted.

State Congress chief 
Ashok Chavan said, “Ex-
tremely sad to hear about 
the accident of a bus near 
Poladprur in Raigad dis-
trict carrying 33 employ-
ees of Konkan Agriculture 
University. My heartfelt 
condolences to the fami-
lies of those who lost their 
lives in this horrifying ac-
cident.” 

Leader of Opposition 
in the Legislative Council 
Dhananjay Munde said 
the accident was very un-
fortunate.

Party (BJP) was like taking 
poison out of compulsion. 
But we took that decision 
in the larger interest of 
the state and the country,” 
she said.

She said she had tak-
en two months to decide 
whether or not she would 
continue the alliance be-

cause “politics for me had 
begun with my father and 
I had decided to end my 
political career with his 
death”.

“It was because of con-
tinued persuasion by my 
party workers that I finally 
agreed to head the coa-
lition government,” she 

added.
She also said that 

promises made to peo-
ple through the agenda of 
alliance that formed the 
bedrock of the PDP-BJP 
alliance were not fulfilled 
despite the party raising 
the issue continuously 
with the BJP.

Senior PDP leader and 
Lok Sabha member Mu-
zaffar Hussain Baig was 
also present, along with 
other leaders including 20 
sitting lawmakers out of its 
total of 28.

“Three of our MLAs 
are in Jammu and they 
shall be attending the 
foundation day function 
there, while another party 
MLA and leader Haseeb 
Drabu is presently in 
Mumbai,” a senior party 
leader told IANS appar-
ently to clear the air about 
any further dissension in 
the PDP.

Four PDP dissident 
MLAs -- Imran Ansari, 
Abid Ansari, Abbas Wani 
and Abdul Majeed Paddar 
-- were absent from the 
function.

New Delhi, July 28 (IANS): Health 
Minister J.P. Nadda on Saturday 
launched the ‘National Viral Hepati-
tis Control Programme’ with the goal 
of ending viral hepatitis, or inflam-
mation of liver, as a public health 
threat by 2030.

“With this initiative, government 
is strongly committed to work to-
wards elimination of viral hepatitis 
by 2030 in the country,” he said as 
he initiated the programme to mark 
the World Hepatitis Day 2018 here. 

The aim of the initiative is to 
reduce morbidity and mortality 
due to viral hepatitis. Key strategies 
include preventive and promotive 
interventions, collaboration with 
different ministries, increasing 
access to testing and treatment fa-
cilities and building capacities up to 
sub-district level.

Nadda also released the op-
erational guidelines for NVHCP, na-
tional laboratory guidelines for viral 
hepatitis testing and national guide-
lines for diagnosis and management 
of viral hepatitis, while Minister of 
State for Communication Manoj 
Sinha also released a commemora-
tive stamp.

Nadda said the ministry under 
the guidance of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi is aggressively ad-
dressing the preventable diseases 
and that there has been a paradigm 
shift in designing the programme. 

The ministr y has already 
launched a campaign to end TB by 
2025, five years ahead of the global 
target, he said. The government now 
has more than 1,100 Cartridge Based 
Nucleic Acid Amplification Test (CB-
NAAT) machines for quick diagnosis 
of tuberculosis.

It also provides daily regimen 
with fixed dose combinations. The 
government has also initiated ac-
tive case finding to screen more TB 
patients.

Nadda stated that the govern-
ment has also launched the ‘Test 
and Treat Policy for HIV’ wherein as 
soon as a person is tested and found 
to be positive, he will be provided 
with ART irrespective of his CD 
count or clinical stage. 

“The government has also 
launched Rotavirus vaccine, Pneu-
mococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) 
and the Measles-Rubella (MR), 
Pneumonia vaccine and one thing 
that was remaining was Hepatitis. 
With this launch we will offer free 
drugs and diagnostics for hepatitis 
B and C.
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 FILE - In this Saturday, July 7, 2018, file photo, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen waves to supporters 
during his Cambodian People’s Party’s campaign in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

Islamabad, July 28 (PTI): Imran 
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
today emerged as the single larg-
est party, winning 116 of the 270 
contested seats, as Pakistan’s elec-
tion commission released final 
results of the general elections 
marred by a tediously slow vote 
count and resulting in allegations 
of rigging.

The final results were an-
nounced more than two days 
after the conclusion of voting for 
the 11th general elections held 
on July 25.

According to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP), 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) led 
the National Assembly tally with 
116 seats. 

Jailed former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) with 64 
seats and former president Asif 
Ali Zardari’s Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) with 43 seats are 
placed at number two and three 
respectively, the ECP said.

The PTI is on the top with 
16,857,035 votes, followed by the 
PML-N with 12,894,225 and the 
PPP with 6,894,296 votes.

The party, however, is short 
of the 137 needed for simple 
majority.

The independent candidates 
are the fourth largest group in 
terms of votes cast with a total 
of 6,011,297 votes received, the 
ECP said.

Muttahida Majlis-e-Aml Paki-
stan (MMAP) came fourth with 13 
seats, it said.

Thirteen independent candi-
dates have also won and would 
play important roles as the PTI 
needs their support to form the 
government at the Centre.

The Karachi-based Muttah-
ida Qaumi Movement Pakistan 
(MQMP), which ruled the city for 
decades, managed to get just six 
seats. The ECP has also released 
the total number of votes each 
political party got in the election.

Among the religious par-
ties, the MMAP got 2,530,452 
votes, Tehreek-i-Labaik Pakistan 
2,191,679 and Allah-o-Akhbar Te-
hreek 171,441 votes, the ECP said. 

The ECP also issued final 
voters’ turnout in election of 
both national and provincial as-
semblies, showing 51.7 per cent 
turnout for the National Assem-
bly (NA), 55 per cent for Punjab 
provincial assembly, 47.6 per 
cent for Sindh, 45.5 per cent for 
Khyber-Pakhtuakhwa and 45.2 
pr cent for Balochistan provincial 
assembly.

The provincial results have 
been also announced and the 
PML-N has become the single 
largest party with 129 seats in 
Punjab, the PPP with 76 in Sindh, 
the PTI with 66 in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and the Balochistan 
Awami Party with 15 in Balo-
chistan.

The Tehreek-e-Labaik Pa-
kistan (TLP), a party of hard-
line Sunni Brailvi sect followers, 
clinched two seats in Sindh as-
sembly. The TLP participated in 
elections for the first time after it 
tasted success and fame during 
siege of capital Islamabad last 
year. The election results were 
marred by delays, causing anger 
among the leaders of losing par-
ties who cried foul and levelled 
allegations of fraud.

The ECP had earlier attrib-
uted the delay in counting of bal-
lot papers to a technical fault in 
the Result Transmission System 
(RTS) a software used to relay 
results from presiding officers to 
the commission.

The political parties had de-
manded a re-election by at a 
multiparty conference yesterday, 
attended by the PML-N, MMA, 
PkMAP, ANP and others. 

The election marks the sec-
ond democratic transition of 
power in Pakistan’s 70-year histo-
ry. The military has ruled Pakistan 
through various coups for nearly 
half of the country’s history since 
independence in 1947.

New York, July 28 (IANS): A UN report has said that 
over 7,000 children have been killed or injured in 
Syria’s seven-year war and cited unverified reports 
putting the number “way beyond 20,000”.

“I am deeply disturbed by the stories of children 
born and raised throughout this conflict, children 
who have never seen peace in Syria,” said Virginia 
Gamba, the UN’s special representative of the sec-
retary-general for children and armed conflict, who 
addressed the Security Council on Friday.

This year has been particularly woeful for Syria’s 
children as violations against them rise significantly, 
according to a UN monitoring body, which verified 
over 1,200 such violations, including the deaths or 
injury of more than 600 children, CNN reported.

“Children who have suffered repeatedly of all 
types of violations in their homes, communities, 
schools, detention centres and in refugee and IDP 
settings. We must think that these children are in 
severe psychosocial distress. They do not know the 
meaning of the word ‘peace,’” she said.

In early 2014, the UN admitted it had stopped of-
ficially counting deaths in Syria as it could no longer 
rely on its own data, with its access to much of the 
country impeded. 

It generally puts the death toll of the war at 
400,000, but it relies on other monitoring groups’ 
unverified accounts to do so.

“Every year since then, there has been a tremen-
dous increase in all grave violations committed by all 
parties to the conflict,” Gamba said.

The team verified six violations -- namely the 
recruitment and use of children by parties in the 
conflict, killing and maiming, rape and other forms 
of sexual violence, attacks on hospitals and schools, 
abductions, and denial of humanitarian access.

Most of the recruitment of children was com-
mitted by non-state groups, while most killing and 
maiming was attributable to the Syrian government 
and pro-government forces, Gamba said.

In 2018 alone, over 1,300 children were report-
edly held by parties in northeastern Syria, according 
to Gamba, but the UN monitoring team could only 
verify seven cases as the areas affected were largely 
inaccessible. 

In other areas, the team verified more than 350 
cases since 2014.

The report said that the Syrian war “began to turn 
in President Bashar al-Assad’s favour as his forces 
began to seize swathes of territory from Islamic State 
and opposition rebel groups in 2016”.

Syrian forces, backed by Russian air power, 
repeatedly bombed schools and medical facilities. 
However, both countries denied they deliberately 
target schools or civilians.

Gamba called for humanitarian access to be 
granted to children all over Syria. The UN has strug-
gled to provide aid to many parts of Syria held by 
opposition groups. 

“It is time for the children of Syria to believe in 
their own future and to learn what peace means. It is 
time for them to retake the childhood that was taken 
away from them,” she said.

Rome, July 28 (IANS): Cardinal Theo-
dore E. McCarrick, the former Arch-
bishop of Washington and promi-
nent diplomat at the centre of a 
decades-old sexual abuse scandal, 
has resigned, the Vatican announced 
on Saturday.

The Vatican said that Pope Fran-
cis accepted McCarrick’s resignation 
from the College of Cardinals on 
Friday evening and ordered him to “a 
life of prayer and penance until the 
accusations made against him are 
examined in a regular canonical trial”.

McCarrick, 88, was found by the 
church in June to be credibly accused 
of sexually abusing a teenager nearly 
50 years ago. Since then, additional 
reports of sexual abuse and harass-
ment by the cardinal, over a span of 
decades, were reported, according to 
the Washington Post.

The Pope also ordered McCar-
rick’s suspension from public minis-
try and instructed him to “remain in 
a house yet to be indicated to him” 
until the trial. He is the highest ranked 

US Catholic clergy member to ever be 
removed from ministry due to sexual 
abuse allegations.

The victims included one then-
minor and three adults, who were 
young priests or seminarians when 
McCarrick allegedly abused them, the 
Post reported.

The cardinal said in June that he 
was “shocked” by the initial allega-
tion and had “no recollection of the 
reported abuse”.

McCarrick was also accused three 
times of sexual misconduct with 
adults “decades ago” while he served 
as a bishop in Metuchen and Newark, 
New Jersey, the current bishops of 
those cities said. Two of those allega-
tions resulted in settlements.

Patrick Noaker, the attorney for 
the former altar boy who made the 
accusation against McCarrick, said 
earlier that his client was molested 
twice by McCarrick, once in 1971 and 
once the following year.

Both alleged incidents, Noaker 
said, occurred at St. Patrick’s Cathe-

dral as his client was being fitted for 
a cassock for Christmas Mass. At the 
time, McCarrick was secretary to 
Cardinal Terence Cooke, New York’s 
top churchman.

The youth was helping prepare 
for the service when McCarrick alleg-
edly put his hands in the boy’s pants. 
Noaker said his client was again mo-
lested by McCarrick the following year 
during a fitting for cassocks before 
the big Christmas Mass at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 

There were more allegations. A 
Virginia man now 60 years old told 
the New York Times and then the 
Post that McCarrick, a friend of his 
father, abused him for nearly 20 years, 
starting when he was an 11-year-old 
boy and McCarrick urged him to 
show him his genitals while changing 
clothes after a swim party. 

In recent months, the Pope has 
worked to address concerns that he 
had a blind spot when it came to 
child sexual abuse by members of 
the clergy.

Phnom Penh, July 28 
(IANS):  Authorities in 
Cambodia were finalising 
preparations on Saturday 
for the national legislative 
elections, whose legitimacy 
has been called into ques-
tion by domestic and inter-
national observers after the 
country’s main opposition 
party was dissolved last 
year.
National Election Commit-
tee (NEC) officials began 
installing ballot boxes and 
preparing materials and 
documentation for around 
23,000 booths to be used 
in Sunday’s elections, in 
which 8.3 million Cambo-
dians are registered to vote, 
Efe news reported. 
NEC spokesperson Dim 
Sovannarom supervised 
the preparations at a booth 
in the capital city of Phnom 
Penh and called for a fair, 
free and transparent elec-
tion.
The ruling Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP), led by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen, 

who has ruled the country 
since 1985, is expected to 
secure a majority of the 125 
seats at stake, although 19 
other candidates are also 
contesting.
The Cambodia Nation-
al Rescue Party (CNRP), 
which won 44 per cent of 
the votes in 2013, was dis-
solved in 2017 after a judi-
cial offensive that also led 
to the arrest of its leader 
Kem Sokha on charges of 
conspiring with foreigners 
to overthrow the govern-
ment. Many of the CNRP’s 
top members have been 
forced into exile.
The crackdown on the 
CNRP has led to concerns 
surrounding the fairness of 
the elections.
“This coming election is in 
reality the funeral ceremo-
ny for Cambodian democ-
racy,” Asia Deputy Director 
of Human Rights Watch 
Phil Robertson tweeted.
The UN has also ques-
tioned the legitimacy of 
the elections, along with 

the US and the European 
Union, which withdrew 
aid to the National Election 
Committee of Cambodia 
and threatened to impose 
sanctions.
Sophal Ear, Associate Pro-
fessor at Occidental College 
in the US, said that these 
elections represented the 
death of democracy given 
that the country is headed 
towards a single party state 
and a new authoritarian 
order unprecedented since 
1992.
The CPP and other par-
ties ended their respective 
campaigns on Friday, while 
Saturday was free of elec-
tion rallies as the military 
police was on the city’s 
main roads. 
The election will be the 
sixth since the UN organ-
ised the first democratic 
vote in 1993, following the 
peace agreements that had 
ended more than two dec-
ades of civil war between 
several Cambodian fac-
tions.

Kabul, July 28 (PTI/AFP): A mili-
tant attack on a midwife training 
centre in eastern Afghanistan 
today killed at least two people 
and wounded five, officials said, 
after the more than six-hour as-
sault was brought to an end by 
security forces.

At least 67 people, including 
students and teachers, were in-
side the centre in Jalalabad, the 
capital of Nangarhar province, at 
the time of the attack, provincial 
governor spokesman Attaullah 
Khogyani told AFP.

Nangarhar police chief Ghu-
lam Sanyee Stanikzai told AFP 
two people -- a guard and a 
driver -- were killed and five oth-

ers wounded.
There was no immediate 

claim of responsibility for the 
latest attack, but most of the 
recent assaults in the city have 
been carried out by the Islamic 
State group, which has a strong-
hold in Nangarhar.

The Taliban denied involve-
ment in a WhatsApp message 
sent to reporters.

Provincial health depart-
ment spokesman Inamullah 
Miakhil said 48 women from 
remote districts of the province 
were enrolled in the two-year 
midwifery course.

The training facility, which is 
near the centre of Jalalabad in an 

area where several international 
organisations and consulates 
have offices, is funded by the 
Ministry of Public Health.

“We don’t know why the 
midwife centre came under at-
tack,” Miakhil told AFP, adding 
all NGOs and government bod-
ies in Jalalabad were at risk.

A witness in a nearby depart-
ment told AFP he heard several 
explosions and then saw three 
gunmen enter the street where 
the midwife centre is located. 
Some of the security forces ear-
lier appeared to dismantle im-
provised explosive devices ap-
parently planted in the street by 
the militants, a witness told AFP.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ju l y  2 8 
(IANS): Around 1,000 fami-
lies who were reunited after 
being separated as part of 
the US administration’s ap-
proach to undocumented 
immigrants have standing 
deportation orders, the 
government has said.

At a court hearing in 
San Diego, lawyers for the 
Department of Justice 
(DoJ) said that 392 families 
remained in the custody of 
immigration authorities, 
while the rest had been 
freed, albeit with electronic 
ankle monitors.

DoJ lawyer Sarah Fa-
bian added that 650 mi-
nors were ineligible to be 
reunited with their families, 
including 431 whose par-
ents are no longer in the 
country.

In accordance with 

judge Dana Sabraw’s or-
der, the US government 
had until July 26 to reunite 
2,551 undocumented mi-
nors, aged five to 18, with 
their parents. Authorities 
confirmed on Thursday 
that over 1,800 families that 
were considered eligible 
had been reunited.

Following a complaint 
by the American Civil Lib-
erties Union (ACLU), the 
judge said he would rule 
that immigrant families not 
be deported until they had 
been reunited for at least 
seven days. 

The ACLU has said that 
immigrant families need 
more time to decide wheth-
er to begin the long and 
complicated migration or 
asylum process in order to 
stay in the US or return to 
their home countries.

Cairo, July 28 (IANS): An Egyptian court 
on Saturday sentenced 75 members of the 
outlawed Muslim Brotherhood to death 
over charges of violence and murder, official 
news agency MENA reported.

The case, publicly known as “Breaking 
up Rabaa Sit-in”, dated back to 2013. The 
convicted were charged with causing deaths 
of policemen, attempted murder and van-
dalism, Xinhua news agency reported.

The court referred the sentence to Grand 
Mufti, the country’s highest Islamic official 
who will give the religious judgment of all 
preliminary death sentences.

The Mufti’s opinion is non-binding as 
it is usually considered a formality, but his 
final opinion could reduce the penalty.

Imran’s PTI single largest party with 
116 seats in Pak polls — Official results

7,000 children 
killed or injured 
in Syria — UN

Top US cardinal resigns after sex abuse 
claims; Pope Francis accepts resignation 

Cambodia prepares for 
election marred by criticism

Two dead in attack on Afghan 
midwife training centre — Police

1,000 reunited families in 
US have deportation orders

Egypt sentences 
75 Brotherhood 
members to death

AP/PTI

File Photo: Pakistani politician Imran Khan, chief of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, 
shows his marked thumb after casting his vote at a polling station for the parliamen-
tary elections in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 25, 2018. 

Islamabad, July 28 (PTI/AP): The 
Taliban held their first direct con-
tact with a US official in a prelimi-
nary discussion about future peace 
talks on Afghanistan, a senior 
official with the insurgent group 
said today. 

It marked one of the most sig-
nificant developments amid efforts 
to find a negotiated end to the 
country’s protracted war.

The official described as “use-
ful” a meeting with Alice Wells, the 
US’s top diplomat for South Asia, 
earlier this week. He said the meet-
ing was held in the small Middle 
Eastern country of Qatar, where the 
Taliban have maintained a political 
office since 2013.

“The environment was positive 
and the discussion was useful,” the 
Taliban official told The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorised to 
speak to the media.

US officials neither confirmed 
nor denied a meeting took place. 
However, Wells was in Doha, the 
Qatar capital, this week.

In a statement following her 
return, the State Department said 
only that Wells had been in Doha, 
had met with the ruling family and 
“the United States is exploring all 
avenues to advance a peace proc-

ess in close consultation with the 
Afghan government.” 

Any talks about a future po-
litical setup would be between the 
Taliban and the Afghan govern-
ment, the statement said.

The Taliban have long demand-
ed direct talks with Washington, 
saying they do not want to talk 
politics with the US but instead 
meet face to face to discuss Wash-
ington’s concerns - particularly 
its security concerns - about the 
Taliban and Taliban involvement 
in Afghanistan’s future. They also 
say they want a time frame for the 
withdrawal of the roughly 15,000 
US and NATO troops still in Af-
ghanistan.

It wasn’t clear when the next 
meeting would be held or with 
whom, but the Taliban official who 
spoke to The AP was certain one 
would be held.

A former Taliban minister and 
ex-head of their political commit-
tee, Aga Jan Mohtism, who has 
maintained close contacts with the 
insurgent group, also confirmed a 
meeting in Doha between US of-
ficials and the Taliban took place 
earlier this week.

“The Taliban want to solve their 
problems with the Americans to 
end the invasion,” he said.

The Taliban have argued that 
the Afghan government cannot act 
independent of Washington. They 
also say that unless they can allay 
US concerns about the group, an 
agreement with Kabul would be 
meaningless.

During the Taliban’s five-year 
rule that ended with the 2001 
US-led invasion, leader Mullah 
Mohammed Omar said regard-
less of whatever concessions they 
agreed to, including allowing girls 
to attend school, it would not gain 
them international recognition as 
long as the US refused to accept 
them.

The current leadership, most of 
whom are Mullah Omar’s contem-
poraries, still believe their future 
in Afghanistan can be guaranteed 
only if the United States’ concerns 
are addressed.

Until now, Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani’s national security 
team has said it is ready to hold 
talks with the Taliban at any time 
and that their allies, including the 
United States, should participate 
only as observers.

In Kabul today, Shah Hussain 
Murtazawi, deputy spokesman for 
Ghani, repeated the government’s 
oft-stated position that peace talks 
should be “Afghan owned and Af-

ghan led, any assistance the allies 
provide (would be in) a supportive 
role.” 

Murtazawi did not comment 
directly on the meeting in Doha or 
say whether Ghani’s government 
was aware that the meeting had 
been held.

A previous attempt at direct 
talks between Washington and 
the Taliban in 2013 also in Doha, 
was scuttled when then-Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai objected 
to the Taliban calling its office the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan __ 
the name of its government __ and 
flying the flag the movement flew 
when they ruled Afghanistan.

At the time the direct talks, 
which the Taliban also said would 
be restricted to US concerns about 
the movement and troop with-
drawal, was to be followed by 
talks between the Taliban and the 
Afghan government. 

There was also a suggestion 
at the time that the talks would 
include the freedom of five Taliban 
held in the U.S. prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay and the release of cap-
tured US soldier Bowe Bergdahl. 
His release was eventually secured 
in May 2014 in exchange for the five 
Taliban prisoners, who are living 
in Doha.

Taliban official says group spoke with US official
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Dancers seen here in performance during a dance battle event, ‘Raw Battle,’ at the Trionix Dance Studio in Dimapur on July 28.

The sequel of singer Demi Lovato’s documentary “Simply Compli-
cated” has been put on hold by Youtube, following Lovato’s ill-health. 
According to Indiewire.com, the film was scheduled to release this 
year but will now be delayed until at least 2019.  Susanne Daniels, 
YouTube’s global original programming chief, said: “We want her to 
get well, and she’ll decide what she wants to say about this. She’s 
had real struggles, and she’s trying so hard, and I think the outpour-
ing of sympathy for her is reflective of the way she shared her battles 
so publicly, so honestly.” “Demi Lovato: Simply Complicated” was 
released in October 2017 and chronicled her daily struggles with 
recovery. The “Confident” singer was admitted to a hospital here on 
Tuesday due to an apparent case of drug overdose. (IANS)

TickeT RaTeS
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2 pm, 8 pm: Sahib Biwi Aur 
Gangster 3 (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Mission 
impossible - Fallout (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Second edition of NE dance battle held in Dimapur 

Nagaland Fashion week 2018 in October TV director Allen Baron 
accused of sexually 
harassing assistant

Priyanka Chopra introduces 
Nick Jonas to royal couple

Encouraging grassroot workers is 
empowering, says Shabana Azmi

T
he second North-
east dance battle 
event ‘Raw Battle,’ 
was held at Trio-
nix Dance Studio 

(TDS) in Dimapur on July 28. 
The theme for this year’s 

battle was, ‘say no to drugs 
but yes to art’. 

One of the organisers of 
the event, Nzan Lotha, said 
that the main idea of organis-
ing such an event was to help 

the youngsters utilise their 
free time engaging in danc-
ing instead of involving in 
various anti-social elements. 

Lotha who is also the 
director of TDS and dance 
instructor at Maple Tree and 
Charis School, admitted that 
getting financial support is 
challenging where expenses 
for organising such events 
are managed from one’s 
pocket money.

Co-organiser of the 
event and director of Feel 
Dance academy, Shangchin 
Khiamniungan said, the idea 
behind organising the event 
was also towards making 
dance culture alive among 
the youths. He said through 
such platforms, young dance 
enthusiast come forward and 
seize the opportunity.  

Altogether 26 dancers, 
from the age group of 13 to 

25 years turned up to com-
pete in three different dance 
categories- breaking, all style, 
and solo. 

Apart from Nagaland, 
dancers from other states 
like Assam and Manipur also 
participated at the event. 

One of the judges at 
the event, Aboi Max Pao, 
expressed that there are lots 
of good dancers in Dimapur 
but unfortunately with no 

proper guidance. Pao, who 
is a self taught dancer from 
Senapati is a member of 
Manipur-based dance group, 
The Tribe Fam. Speaking 
about dance, he said, it is like 
a tool to awaken and inspire 
people who have been lost. 
Further, he confessed that 
dancing make things wiser, 
mature and to think and help 
express oneself through it.

Eastern Mirror Desk

T
he Nagaland Design-
ers’ Association 
(NDA) will be 
organising its 
second edition 

of Nagaland Fashion 
week (NFW) 2018 in the 
month of October. This 
was stated in an update 
issued on July 28.

This year, the NFW is 
said to be centered towards 
reviving the rich cultural tradi-
tions with an aim to market the 
Naga ethnic clothing brand globally 
in term of quality, innovation and 
marketability.

The show is said to be based on 
ethnic fusion fall/winter collection 
which is said to be diagrammed in 
providing a stage to the many talent-

ed 
designers who 
will unfold the hidden ethnic cache 
through their creative collections. 

NFW will not only debut the 
upcoming and prominent design-
ers but will also feature unskilled 

fashion enthusiasts, in line 
to support and showcase 

their fashion concept, 
besides, encouraging 

young fashionistas 
to adopt fashion as 
a career, the release 
stated. 

One of the best 
aspects of this exciting 

event is that, it will take 
place in two different cit-

ies- Dimapur and Kohima; 
giving opportunities to both 

the participants and audiences 
to witness the one and only big-
gest fashion show in Nagaland, the 
release further added. 

The registration for aspiring de-
signers is said to be soon directed. 

EMN 

A
llen Baron, a director on 1970s shows such 
as “The Love Boat” and “Charlies Angels”, 
has been sued for sexual harassment by an 
assistant, Anna Victoria Dey.

He was sued on Friday by the assistant, 
who accused him of asking her to touch his penis after 
he took erectile dysfunction pills, reports variety.com.

Dey said she was hired in September 2017 to work as 
Baron’s assistant, which involved doing errands and pre-
paring meals. She said that Baron, 91, became aroused 
after taking Cialis and would ask her to touch him. 

She said that she repeatedly refused and told him 
to put his penis away. He also asked her to dry him off 
after he got out of the shower, the suit states, taking 
advantage of her kindness to get him to rub his legs and 
buttocks. Dey said she was fired in January.

Reached for comment, Baron denied the allega-
tions.

“She is scamming me. There is not a scintilla truth 
of anything. I am 91-years-old. There was no sexual 
thing,” he said. 

In the complaint, Dey alleges that Baron would 
brag about his sexual conquests during his years in the 
entertainment business.

“Baron also claimed to have forced numerous 
Cuban women to have sexual intercourse with him 
in exchange for roles in the 1959 movie ‘Cuban Rebel 
Girls’,” the complaint alleges. Baron was an assistant 
director on the film. 

“Baron explained to Dey that any woman who did 
not perform sexual intercourse with him was ‘guaran-
teed’ not to get the part.”

Baron also bragged about sleeping with Farrah 
Fawcett while shooting “Charlie’s Angels” in the late 
1970s, according to the suit. Dey also alleges that Baron 
commented on Harvey Weinstein’s victims, calling them 
“stupid and money hungry” and said that he got away 
with similar conduct because “women knew better”.

Dey said she was fired after the two got lost on a trip 
to a Spectrum cable store to fix his remote.

IANS

A
s buzz has 
been created 
about Priyanka 
Chopra and 
Nick Jonas’ 

engagement, it is also 
reportedly said that the 
couple had visited the 
Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex at their house last 
week, where the actress 
introduced her boyfriend 
to her friend Meghan 
Markle and Prince Harry.

The “Quantico” star 
and the “Chains” singer, 
enjoyed some time at the 
royal couple’s house here, 
the same week Jonas pro-
posed to Priyanka, reports 
usmagazine.com.

Priyanka and Meghan 
share a good bond for a 

quite long time, and have 
seen spending qual-
ity time together many 
times.

News of the couple’s 
engagement broke out on 
Friday by US media and 
also, the tweet of Bolly-
wood director Ali Abbas 
Zafar about Priyanka’s 
exit from his film “Bharat” 
hinted at the actress’ 
engagement.

Over the last sev-
eral weeks, Priyanka and 
25-year-old Jonas have 
been spotted on several 
dates, including a dinner 
date in New York City and 
a “ Beauty and the Beast” 
Live in Concert show in 
Los Angeles.

IANS

V
eteran actress and social 
activist Shabana Azmi, 
who felicitated commu-
nity frontline workers and 
volunteers here on Friday, 

says it is important to recognise 
those who work tirelessly and self-
lessly for the betterment of society.

Shabana, along with NITI Aayog 
CEO Amitabh Kant, gave away the 
Plan India Impact Awards 2018 here.

The awards were given out in the 
presence of Govind Nihalani, Chair 
Emeritus, Plan India Governing 
Board and Rathi Vinay Jha, Chair-
person, Plan India Governing Board.

Shabana said in a statement: 
“This is my second year with 
the Plan India Impact 
Awards. I have seen 
the awards concept 
growing. What re-
ally defines these 
awards is the 
cause. There 
are very few 
platforms 
where the 
spotlight 
is on the 
people who 
tirelessly 
work behind 
the scenes 
expecting 
nothing 

in return.
“In my long journey as a social 

activist, I see that the grassroot 
workers are always at the forefront 
helping local communities to bring 
positive and sustainable change.”

“It is remarkable to see how a lit-
tle bit of encouragement generates 
a different level of confidence and a 
true sense of empowerment in these 
community leaders,” she added.

The Awards this year has in-
creased its reach from 13 states in 
2017 to 22 states this year.

Bhagyashri Dengle, Executive 
Director, Plan IndiaAsays that “Plan 
India is committed towards building 

a strong linkage between com-
munities and government 

service providers 
at village, dis-

trict, state and 
national level to 
reach the most 
disadvantaged 
sections of 
society.” 
“The Plan 
India Impact 
Awards is a 
demonstra-
tion of this 
commit-

ment. It ac-
knowl-

edges 
the 

outstanding efforts of community 
frontline workers and volunteers 
while encouraging documentation 
and dissemination of best practices. 
It is an ongoing exercise which is 
witnessing great acceptance from all 
sections and we hope to continue 
the same going forward,” she said.

Kanaklata Raula from Odisha 
won in the Anganwadi Worker cat-
egory. She has spent 24 years of her 
life for women and child healthcare 
information and support.

She said: “It is encouraging 
to receive such a national level 
recognition. I believe our role is 
critical in both a mother’s and child’s 
wellbeing and this recognition will 
not only motivate me but also my 
co-workers.”

On receiving the award in the 
Accredited Social Health Activist 
(ASHA) category, Anupam Singh 
from Uttar Pradesh who is dedi-
cated to health related needs of the 
community, said: “I consider it 
as my duty to selflessly serve our 
fellow community members and 
I like it when people respect us for 
our knowledge and services that we 
provide.”

All of 21, Pari Singh from 
Jharkhand who received the Youth 
Champion for Girls’ Rights honour, 
spoke out for the work that needs to 
be done in the area of gender equal-
ity, girl’s education, hygiene and 
sanitation. 

Amongst the other categories, 
from Odisha, Pitabas Majhi was 
awarded for his contribution as 

an Outreach Worker and Bhagi-
rathi Moharana was awarded 
in the Community Volunteer 

category. The Best School 
Management Committee 

was awarded to Jhajju, 
Bikaner district, Ra-

jasthan and the Best 
Child Welfare Com-
mittee was given to 
Thane, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra.

IANS

Demi Lovato’s documentary on hold
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Sanjay Takale

Jyvaskyla (Finland), July 28 
(IANS): Making his debut 
in the World Rally Cham-
pionship (WRC), Indias 
Sanjay Takale finished 14th 
in the WRC3 category at the 
conclusion of first leg in the 
Neste Rally Finland after 
suffering a puncture and 
damage to the lower arm 
of the car.

Piloting a 2-Wheel 
Drive Ford Fiesta prepared 
by Baltic Motorsports Pro-
motion team with Darren 

Garrod as the co-driver, 
Pune-based Takale on Fri-
day took his time getting 
used to the conditions that 
were tailor-made for super-
fast pace.

Focussing on negotiat-
ing the rough terrain and 
bringing the car home in 
one piece, Takale drove 
conservatively at the outset, 
and was further weighed 
down by the puncture on 
SS-9 followed by the dam-
age to the lower arm which 

cost him precious time.
According to a release, 

Takale was much quicker 
on the second loop of the 
Stages as he came in 14th 
at the end of Leg-1 which 
comprised 11 Special Stag-
es spread over 128.68 Kms.

Leg-2 on Saturday will 
prove to be an acid test for 
man and machine with 
eight more Special Stages 
to be run, covering a com-
petitive distance of 142.86 
Kms.

Los Angeles, July 28 (IANS): Barcelona 
coach Ernesto Valverde said on Saturday 
that the departure of Cristiano Ronaldo 
from Real Madrid was similar to the loss 
of Andrés Iniesta when he retired from 
the Catalan club.

Ronaldo moved from Madrid to 
Juventus in this transfer window, while 
Iniesta left Barça to join Japanese club 
Vissel Kobe, reports Efe.

“We don’t know. But we have to rec-
ognize the kind of player Cristiano was 
and what he brought to Real Madrid and 
La Liga. But we lost Andrés (Iniesta),” the 
coach said at a press conference here, 
where the Catalan club is on a US tour.

On the possible arrival of more sign-
ings to Barça, the coach said the club was 
open to other possibilities.

“We did lose (Paulinho), an impor-
tant player in the midfield, but we have 

Mumbai, July 28 (IANS): 
Indian batsman Shreyas 
Iyer has revealed that veter-
an wicketkeeper-batsman 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
advised him to stay away 
from all sorts of media 
platforms in order to stay 
focused.

Speaking at the season 
one finale of ‘Open House 
with Renil’ talk-show on 
zoOM, Shreyas talked 
about the advices he has 
received from his dear ones 
after entering the media 
frenzy world of cricket, 
according to a release on 
Saturday.

“After I joined the Indi-
an cricket team, MS Dhoni 
advised me that I need to 
avoid reading the newspa-
pers and should try to stay 
away from social media 
as much as possible,” the 
23-year-old right-hander 
from Mumbai said.

“Social media has be-
come a big part of our lives 

Panjim, July 28 (IANS): Indian Super 
League (ISL) outfit FC Goa on Saturday 
announced the launch of its women’s team.

With this, the Gaurs have become only 
the second ISL club, after FC Pune City, to 
field a women’s team.

The club will take part in 
the second edition of the Goa 
Women’s Football League 
and were part of the draft 
that took place at the 
Goa Football Association 
(GFA) office in Panjim on 
July 25.

“I am extremely happy 
that the club is focused towards 
developing football for men and 
women in Goa”, said Technical 
Director, Derrick Pereira. 

“The women’s team will be built in 
the same image and with the same prin-
ciples as the men’s team. The club will work 
extremely hard towards developing and 
producing talented women footballers and 
hope to emulate the successful women that 

represented the national team from Goa in 
the 1970’s,” he added.

The tournament is slated to begin 
on August 14 with eight teams expected 
to participate. Grassroots coach, Naresh 

Virnodkar has been handed the 
role as coach of the team as 

training for the league has be-
gun at the Chowgule Sports 

Centre in Margao.
Squad: 
Goalkeepers- Josline 

Dsouza, Crisma Javaji
D e f e n d e r s -  R h e a 

Pires, Sneha Fernandes, Cifa 
Lima, Laveena Pires, Samartha 

Shirodkar, Seema Fernandes, 
Dezmina D’Costa

Midfielders- Velanie Ferandes, 
Jeroine Colaco, Chetna Tirodker, Joyvi 

Fernandes, Jolinda Ferrao, Jesma Baptista, 
Alisha Tavares, Chelsea Fernandes, Alicia 
Fernandes

Forwards- Namita Govekar, Ashriya 
Rodrigues.

London, July 28 (PTI/AFP): 
New Zealand’s Martin Gup-
till struck 102 from just 
38 balls as Worcestershire 
thrashed Northampton-
shire by nine wickets in 
English county cricket’s 
Twenty20 Blast.

Set a target of 188, visi-
tors Worcestershire won 
with nearly seven overs to 
spare, with Joe Clarke mak-
ing an unbeaten 61 off 33 
balls. Clarke and Guptill put 
on 162 in 10 overs.

It did not take long for 
the experienced Guptill, 
who hit 12 fours and seven 
sixes, to get into his stride.

He got going in a Rich-
ard Gleeson over that cost 
22 runs, a flick over mid-
wicket for six, two hits 
down the ground for four 
and a flick wide of short-
fine leg.

South Africa’s Rory Kle-
inveldt replaced Gleeson 
and he too gave up an over 
costing 22 as Guptill went 
to fifty in 20 balls.

Guptill swept left-arm 
spinner Graeme White to 
deep-backward square leg, 
only for Seekkuge Prasanna 
to step over the boundary 
before a second slog-sweep 
cleared deep midwicket.

Later, he drove Prasan-
na over long-on for six and 
wide of long-off for four as 
Guptill went to 90 before 
Kyle Coetzer was straight 
driven for four and flicked 
over midwicket for six to 
bring up the batsman’s cen-
tury.

But trying to lift Glee-
son over mid-on, he was 
well caught by Josh Cobb 
but by then the game was 
almost won.

Buenos Aires, July 28 (PTI/AFP): The gov-
erning body of world athletics maintained 
Russia’s ban from track and field over mass 
doping, just 10 days before the start of the 
European Championships in Berlin.

“The IAAF Council unanimously ad-
opted the resolution that RUSAF (the Rus-
sian athletics federation) not be reinstated 
at this time,” said Rune Andersen, head of 
the IAAF’s Russian taskforce team.

Andersen, however, said there had 
been “a lot of meaningful engagement 
from RUSAF”, which has made “significant 
improvement” in meeting reinstatement 
requirements.

“In some cases they have gone above 
and beyond what is required,” the Norwe-
gian said before adding that the conclusion 
remained that RUSAF not be reinstated at 
this time with further progress still to be 
made. Andersen said that for Russia to be 
reinstated, ideally at the IAAF Council’s 
next meeting in Monaco in December 
after a WADA meet in September, three 
demands must be met.

Firstly, RUSAF must pay for the costs 
incurred by the IAAF in the wake of the 
doping scandal, notably the establishment 
of the taskforce.

The Russian Anti-Doping Agency RU-
SADA must also be reinstated by the World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), with a key re-
quirement being the acknowledgement by 
Moscow that ministry of sport officials or-
chestrated the doping of Russian athletes.

And finally, Russian authorities must 
give access to doping tests carried out at 
RUSADA’s Moscow laboratory between 
2011-15. IAAF president Sebastian Coe 
added: “Progress has been made in key 
areas. There are still some gaps to be filled.

“We have brought about change and it’s 
change that is very viable. But we weren’t 
yet at that point where every element of 
that (reinstatement) criteria had been 
met.” 

Russian athletics federation presdient 
Dmitry Shlyakhtin said he had been hoping 
for better news.

“We are disappointed by the deci-
sion taken today by the IAAF Council,” 
Shlyakhtin was quoted as saying by TASS 
news agency.

“I cannot hide that we were counting 
on a positive decision, on a partial restora-
tion of the Russian athletics federation. 
Sadly, this hasn’t happened.

“We will continue, however, to work 
towards the restoration of the federation.” 

Russia was accused in a WADA report in 
2016 of widespread state-sponsored dop-
ing. Its athletics team was barred from that 
summer’s Rio Olympics and also missed 
the IAAF World Championships in London 
a year later.

A number of Russian athletes, how-
ever, have been granted permission by the 
International Association of Athletics Fed-
erations (IAAF) to compete as neutrals after 
meeting the exceptional eligibility criteria, 
essentially demonstrating that they’ve 
come through transparent anti-doping 
testing. Russia had also been banned from 
the Olympic movement over the doping 
scandal culminating at the 2014 Russian-
hosted Sochi Winter Games.

A team of 168 Russians competed in 
this year’s Pyeongchang Winter Games un-
der the neutral banner of “Olympic Athletes 
from Russia”, although a Russian curling 
medallist tested positive for a banned 
substance.

London, July 28 (AFP): Pep 
Guardiola and Manchester 
City showed their human 
side in the sympathetic 
manner with which they 
treated David Silva over the 
premature birth of his son 
Mateo the Spanish star told 
The Daily Mirror.

Silva -- who has become 
a City favourite for the role 
he has played in eight years 
at the club in winning three 
Premier League titles, three 
League Cups and an FA 
Cup -- said those months 
of flying back and forth be-
tween England and Spain 
to spend time with Mateo 
were the “toughest of his 
life”.

Mateo was born ex-
tremely premature in De-
cember last year and Silva 

missed four games over 
the busy festive period as 
a result.

“I have always been 
well treated by the club, 
but when Mateo was born 
prematurely I think it was 
the time when I realised 
just how much the club 
means to me,” said Silva.

“It was Christmas. It 
was the busiest part of the 
season and I knew Pep 
needed me to play.

“Yet Pep just said to me 
‘look, there is nothing more 
important than your family. 
Take all the time you need 
to look after your son, your 
family and also yourself’.

“In the worst moment 
of my life, Pep and the peo-
ple at City showed me the 
kind of love that you can 

Force India still racing in 
Hungary despite court hearing

WRC: India’s Takale 14th 
after Leg-1 of Finland rally

Japan forward Muto 
set to join Newcastle

Guptill hits 102 off just 
38 balls in T20 Blast

FC Goa launch women’s soccer team

Dhoni advised me to avoid reading 
newspapers, reveals Shreyas

IAAF maintains Russia’s 
athletics ban over doping

Cristiano’s departure from Real Madrid 
similar to Iniesta’s — Barca coach

Guardiola’s love helped me get through crisis, says Silva

Budapest (Hungary), July 28 (AP): 
The Force India team is racing in 
this weekend’s Hungarian Grand 
Prix despite being placed into ad-
ministration amid ongoing finan-
cial problems.

The Silverstone-based team 
went into administration follow-
ing a court hearing late Friday in 
London.

‘’We shall be engaging with key 
stakeholders on an urgent basis 
to secure the best outcome for 
creditors,’’ said Geoff Rowley, rep-
resenting joint administrators FRP 
Advisory LLP. ‘’In the meantime, 
the team will continue to oper-
ate as normal, including racing in 
Hungary this weekend. Our aim is 
for business as usual whilst we as-
sess options to secure the future of 
the team.’’

The Force India team, which is 
co-owned by Vijay Mallya, finished 

fourth in the constructors’ cham-
pionship last year with one of the 
smallest budgets in F1.

After 11 of 21 races, Force India 
is fifth overall so far and trails fourth-
place Renault by 21 points. 
Mexican driver Sergio 
Perez and Frenchman 
Esteban Ocon are 
the team’s drivers 
at the Hunga-
roring. They 
competed in f i n a l 
p r a c t i c e a h e a d 
of qualify- ing later 
S a t u r - day.

O n Thursday, Perez 
expressed his ongoing concerns by 
calling the financial situation ‘’criti-
cal’’ as the team looks for potential 
buyers.

Force India reportedly owes 
more than 10 million pounds ($13 
million) to engine supplier Mer-

cedes, and Perez is owed 3 million 
pounds ($3.9 million) in sponsor-
ship deals.

‘’The more money you have 
i n  t h i s game, usually the 

better you do. But hopefully that will 
be solved soon and we’ll get back to 
operating in the normal manner we 
are used to,’’ chief operating officer 
Otmar Szafnauer said. ‘’We are just 
in this critical period, which might 
last a week or two. We have to keep 

our heads down.’’
Szafnauer remains confident of 

a resolution, as F1 prepares to head 
into a four-week summer break fol-
lowing the Hungarian GP.

‘’I think (in-
v e s t m e n t )  i s 

imminent,’’ Szaf-
nauer said. ‘’I know 
there are discussions 

going on in the back-
ground.’’

Force India also faces uncer-
tainty over Ocon’s future.

The 21-year-old Frenchman, 
highly regarded in F1 and tipped as 
a potential future title contender, 
has been linked with a move to 
Renault.

‘’It’s fine for him to go but we 
have to agree to that,’’ Szafnauer 
said. ‘’We won’t stand in his way.’’

The championship resumes at 
the Belgian GP on Aug. 26. 

only appreciate when you 
have been in that kind of 

crisis.”
The 32-year-old for-

London, July 28 (Reuters): 
Japan forward Yoshinori 
Muto is set to join Newcas-
tle United from Mainz after 
the clubs struck a deal and 
the player agreed terms and 
had a medical, the Premier 
League team said on Friday.

Muto, who was part of 
Japan’s World Cup squad in 
Russia where he featured 
in the defeat by Poland, has 
been on Tyneside ahead 
the proposed move, which 
is subject to a work permit.

The English FA is due 
to hear the case next week 
to decide if Muto, who has 
not recently been a regular 
starter for Japan, should be 
granted permission to join 

the Magpies.
“The transfer is now 

subject to the player being 
issued with a Governing 
Body Endorsement, which 
will be determined at a 
hearing to take place later 
next week,” Newcastle said.

Muto started out at FC 
Tokyo where he played 
51 league games, scoring 
23 goals, before joining 
Bundesliga side Mainz in 
2015 (66 games, 20 goals). 
He has played 25 times for 
Japan.

The transfer fee is ex-
pected to be 9.5 million 
pounds ($12.45 million) 
according to British media 
reports.

ward, capped over 100 
times and a member of 
two Euro winning sides 
in 2008/12 and the 2010 
World Cup winning team, 
said it was draining watch-
ing his son battling to stay 
alive.

“You just don’t expect 
to see your baby fighting 
for his life,” said Silva.

“Looking back you 
wonder how you coped. 
I relied on the strength of 
my girlfriend and my fam-
ily -- and also my team-
mates and my club.

“Mateo was also a 
source of inspiration be-
cause of the way he fought.

“I was flying from Eng-
land to Spain, trying to 
be with my son, trying to 
train, going back to Man-

chester to play for City.
“It goes without saying 

that the first few months 
after my son was born were 
the toughest of my life.”

Silva, who says he will 
see out the remaining two 
years of his contract and 
then look to play elsewhere 
but not in England partly 
due to “the rain”, says his 
son is improving but it is 
too early to say if there is 
any long term damage.

“It is too early to say 
all is well with Mateo, but 
the good news is that my 
son is getting stronger and 
stronger,” said Silva.

“He has to continue 
with medical tests every 
now and then, but at least 
we can think a little about 
the future.”

and I try to manage it well 
but it’s the criticism that 
motivates me and keeps 
me going.”

Adding further on how 
he handled the attention 
he receives from his fans, 
Shreyas recalled how a girl’s 
behaviour, whom he knew 
from before, changed after 
the news on him being 
picked in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) auction 
was out. 

He shared: “Soon af-
ter the auction news was 

out, this girl whom I knew 
started messaging me. On 
confronting her as to why 
she is desperately trying to 
reach out, I got to know that 
she was doing so because 
she was happy for me. 

“That’s when I under-
stood that rather than get-
ting to know me, she was 
behind the money.”

Tune in to ‘Open House 
with Renil’ on Sunday, July 
29 at 7 p.m. on zoOM styled 
by Myntra to get a peek into 
Iyer’s life.

other players and are also looking at players 
from our B team,” he explained.

Valverde acknowledged that he is “look-
ing for players who can adapt to the ones we 
already have.”

Barcelona held a light training session 
ahead of the Sunday’s pre-season match 
against Tottenham Hotspur in the friendly 
International Champions Cup.
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Players of United 16 FC (in white and blue) and New Market FC in 
action during their league match of the 2nd Kohima Football League 
in Kohima on Saturday.

EM Images

Youths of NDPP Kumlong and senior party leaders at the Assam Rifles ground on Saturday.
EM Images

Arsenal's Mesut Ozil (third from right) celebrates after scoring against Paris Saint-Germain in Singapore on Saturday.

Juan Carlos Osorio

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain waves to spectators after get-
ting the pole position in the qualifying session for the Hungarian Formula 
One Grand Prix, at the Hungaroring racetrack in Mogyorod, northeast of 
Budapest on Saturday, July 28.

Britain's Geraint Thomas, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey reacts as he crosses the finish line during 
the twentieth stage of the Tour de France cycling race, an individual time trial over 31 kilometers (19.3 miles) 
with start in Saint-Pee-sur-Nivelle and finish in Espelette, France on Saturday, July 28.

Ozil shines on return as Arsenal 
crush PSG in Singapore

Hungarian GP: Hamilton takes 
pole position ahead of Bottas

Osorio steps down as Mexico coach

Thomas poised to win Tour de France as Froome salvages podium finish

Australian becomes 1st woman 
to skipper Clipper race winner

KFL: United 16 register first win; Sechü 
Zubza and Vanguard settle for a draw

NDPP youth organisation, 
Kumlong sports meet held

Singapore, July 28 (Re-
uters): Mesut Ozil enjoyed 
a successful return to ac-
tion at the end of a tumul-
tuous week as the Ger-
man midfielder scored the 
opening goal for Arsenal in 
a 5-1 victory over a make-
shift Paris St Germain side 
in a pre-season friendly in 
Singapore on Saturday.

Ozil sensationally quit 
the national side on Sun-
day citing “racism and dis-
respect” for his Turkish 
roots as he bore the brunt 
of criticism following Ger-
many’s disastrous World 
Cup, but he looked relaxed 
and focused against the 

French champions.
Arsenal fielded a strong 

team with Ozil installed as 
captain and the Premier 
League side soon took 
control against weakened 
opposition, given the time 
and space they will not be 
afforded when the domes-
tic campaign kicks off in 
August.

The German did not 
need long to stamp his 
authority on the contest, 
side-footing past a strand-
ed Gianluigi Buffon in the 
13th minute after Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang had 
raced clear down the right 
and sent a pinpoint low 

cross into Ozil’s path.
The Gunners were ut-

terly dominant and should 
have added to their tally, 
but Buffon showed the 
brilliance that earned him 
176 caps for Italy, saving 
well to deny Alex Iwobi, 
Aubameyang and Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan when they 
were all clean through on 
goal.

The French champions 
offered little in a tepid first-
half display, midfielder 
Azzedine Toufiqui twice 
curling shots wide of Ber-
nd Leno’s right-hand post 
before the German keeper 
stood firm to block Timo-

thy Weah’s powerful shot 
in the 34th minute.

Christopher Nkunku 
produced Paris St Ger-
main’s best moment of 
the half shortly before the 
break when the French 
midfielder jinked past 
three Arsenal defenders 
before sending a rising 
shot just over the Arsenal 
crossbar.

P a r i s  S t  G e r m a i n 
made a much stronger 
start to the second half 
and Nkunku soon tested 
replacement goalkeeper 
Emiliano Martinez with a 
stinging free kick from the 
edge of the penalty area 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
United 16 FC registered 
their first win in the second 
edition of the Kohima Foot-
ball League after defeating 
New Market FC 2-1 played 
here at the Kohima local 
ground on Saturday.

United 16 in their league 
matches have so far drawn 
one match and two losses in 
four matches. With the win, 
United will moved above 
New Market FC in 5th posi-
tion with four points and 
New Market in 6th place 
with three points.

In the match, Jonathan 
Koso opened the account 
for United 16 in the 5th min-
ute to take the lead. New 
Market got back the equal-
ising goal before the end 
of the first half in the 44th 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July  28 
(EMN): NDPP Youth Or-
ganisation, Kumlong ward 
held its sports meet on 
the theme, “Unity through 
Sports” at the 44th Assam 
Rifles ground on Saturday.

The sports meet was 

attended by youths from 
Kumlong wards, party lead-
ers and well-wishers from 
various wards. 

The youth president 
Moayanger in his welcome 
address challenged the 
youths that brotherhood 
and unity among the youths 

is the biggest instrument to 
bring change to the society.

The sports meet was 
later followed by an interac-
tion session on unemploy-
ment problems and devel-
opment sector by a panel 
of senior youth leaders and 
concerned youths.

that the Argentine parried 
clear with a diving punch.

Nkunku was not to be 
denied from the penalty 
spot, however, sending 
Martinez the wrong way 
with a spot-kick awarded 
on the advice of the as-
sistant referee after Weah 
had tumbled spectacularly 
following a clumsy Sead 
Kolasinac challenge.

The 60th-minute strike 
was reward for Paris St 
Germain’s endeavour but 
they were only level for 
seven minutes as substi-
tute Alexandre Lacazette 
scooped a sublime finish 
over Buffon from close 
range to re-establish Arse-
nal’s advantage.

The Frenchman need-
ed just three more min-
utes to double his personal 
tally when Buffon missed a 
punch as Paris St Germain 
scrambled to clear, leaving 
an unmarked Lacazette 
to make it 3-1 with a free 
header that bounced in off 
the post.

Defender Rob Holding 
and striker Eddie Nketiah 
rounded out the scoring 
in the dying minutes as 
a rampant Arsenal more 
than made up for a disap-
pointing penalty shootout 
defeat to Atletico Madrid 
in the tournament opener 
on Thursday.

Paris St Germain, who 
will welcome back a raft 
of World Cup players next 
week, take on the Spanish 
Europa League winners 
in the final match of the 
event on Monday.

Budapest (Hungary), July 
28 (AP): Lewis Hamilton 
produced a brilliant last 
lap to take pole position for 
the Hungarian Grand Prix 
ahead of Mercedes team-
mate Valtteri Bottas in dif-
ficult track conditions on 
Saturday.

Mercedes head of mo-
torsport Toto Wolff could 
hardly believe it as he 
watched from the team 
motorhome, clutching his 
head in disbelief as Ham-
ilton beat Bottas' time to 
secure a record-extending 
77th pole position.

Just moments earlier, 
Mercedes's Formula One 
rivals Ferrari were 1-2 at the 
top of the leaderboard with 
Kimi Raikkonen ahead of 
Sebastian Vettel.

Vettel will start in fourth, 
behind Raikkonen.

Earlier Saturday, the 
third and final practice was 
held in warm and sunny 

conditions, but by the time 
qualifying started there 
was rain, thunder and even 

some lightning. Ultimately, 
Mercedes made the most of 
it on a wet track.

Mexico City, July 28 (IANS): 
Juan Carlos Osorio has 
stepped down as Mexico 
coach, less than a month 
after leading the national 
football team to the last 16 
of the FIFA World Cup in 
Russia.

The 56-year-old Colom-
bian was reportedly offered 
a new deal by the Mexican 
Football Federation (FMF) 
but turned it down amid 
speculation linking him to 
a host of other jobs, reports 

Xinhua news agency.
"I'm using this mes-

sage to send my sincerest 
thanks to Mexico fans, to 
the Mexican federation, to 
the employees in the high-
performance center and, 
especially, to all the players 
with whom I had the privi-
lege to work with during 
this period as head coach 
of the Mexican national 
team, a job I carried out 
with commitment, passion 
and pride," said Osorio in a 

Espelette (France), July 28 
(Reuters): Briton Geraint 
Thomas is set to win his 
maiden Tour de France af-
ter he held on to the overall 
leader’s yellow jersey in the 
penultimate stage on Sat-
urday.

Barring an accident 
in the procession to the 
Champs-Elysees on Sun-
day, the 32-year-old Welsh-
man will give Team Sky their 
sixth title in seven years af-
ter Bradley Wiggins in 2012 
and Chris Froome in 2013, 
2015, 2016 and 2017.

Froome had been the 
favorite to retain his title 
but he paid the price for 
the efforts he made to win 
the Giro d’Italia in May as 
he just failed to become 
the first man in 20 years 
to achieve the Giro-Tour 
double.

Froome took second 
place in the 31-km time 
trial, against the clock, from 
Saint-Pee-sur-Nivelle, won 
by a single second by time-
trial world champion Tom 
Dumoulin, with Thomas 
coming home third, 14 sec-
onds off the pace.

Overall, Thomas leads 
Dumoulin by 1:51 and 
Froome by 2:24 after the 
lanky Briton leapfrogged 

Slovenian Primoz Roglic, 
who cracked in the last 
competitive stage.

Thomas topped the pro-
visional rankings at the first 
checkpoint but the Briton 
rode cautiously to the line, 
taking no risk on sometimes 
slippery roads to secure his 
first grand tour title.

He posed for cameras 
with his national flag and 
Dave Brailsford, the man 
behind all of Team Sky’s 
Tour de France victories, 
who was brought up in 
Wales.

Froome, who started the 
race as team leader, came 
close to another stage win 
but eventually had to con-
cede defeat to Dumoulin. 
But he at least salvaged a 
podium finish after drop-
ping to fourth overall fol-
lowing Friday’s last moun-
tain stage.

Stage winner Dumoulin 
said: “It’s an amazing day. It 
was stressful, though, be-
cause this morning I could 
not find my (world cham-
pion) rainbow jersey suit 
and I had to ask my sponsor 
to give me a new one at the 
last minute.
“What a crazy day.”
A gracious Froome told 
reporters: "It’s a dream to 

London, July 28 (AP): 
Australian sailor Wendy 
Tuck has become the 
first woman to skipper 
the winning vessel in the 
Clipper Round The World 
Yacht Race.

Tuck, 52, from Syd-
ney, led the Sanya Seren-
ity Coast team to victory 
in the race that finished 
in Liverpool on Saturday. 

Her team beat 25-year-old 
British skipper Nikki Hen-
derson's Visit Seattle yacht 
by four points.

The brainchild of Rob-
in Knox-Johnston, the first 
person to sail solo non-
stop around the world, the 
race encompasses 40,000 
nautical miles.

Competitors sail on 
identical 70-foot (21-me-

ter) ocean racing yachts 
around the world.

The endurance chal-
lenge, in its 11th edition, is 
taken by ordinary people 
captained by qualified 
skippers.

Tuck says she got into 
racing ''rather late,'' at 
30. She says ''I'm just an 
old lady that likes sailing 
around the world.''

minute through Salu Kulim 
to make it 1-1.

With both sides failing 
to break the deadlock, the 
second half was ending 
in a stalemate, but Tong-
pangnungshi rose up to 
the occasion to score in the 
extra time for United 16 to 
register their first win in the 
tournament.
Sechu Zubza and Vanguard 
FC end in stalemate
League leaders Sechu Zubza 
FC failed to dominate the 
game as Vanguard con-
tinued their winning mo-
mentum to snatch a point 
against Sechu Zubza 2-2 in 
an encounter.

It was Vanguard FC who 
took the lead through the 
captain in 12th minute. But 
Sechu Zubza came back 
with the equaliser in the 

22th minute through their 
striker Petevizo Kezieo.

Shurhosul Zhotso gave 
the lead for Sechu Zubza 
in the 38th minute but in 
the midst of the goal cel-
ebration, the goal was cut 
short within a minute as 
Nyithong seized the oppor-
tunity to score the equaliser 
in the 39th minute to end 
the first half 2-2. 

The second half saw a 
lacklustre side as both team 
failed to score giving the op-
portunities that came their 
way to find the back of the 
net, the match ended in 2-2.

With the draw, Sechu 
Zubza will retain the top of 
the table with 8 points in 
four matches and Vanguard 
remained in 4th position 
with 5 points in Kohima 
Football League table.

statement released by FMF 
on Friday.

Osorio led Mexico to 
33 wins, 10 losses and nine 
draws after taking charge of 
the team in October 2015.

Mexico won their first 
two matches at this sum-
mer's World Cup, including 
a 1-0 victory over defending 
champions Mexico. 

However Mexico lost 
their final group match to 
Sweden 3-0 before bowing 
out of the tournament with 
a 2-0 loss to Brazil.

"We thank (Osorio) for 
the dedication, passion 
and commitment that he 
showed and with which he 
prepared for each one of 
the games he was in charge 
of the Mexican national 
team, as well as his frank-
ness and honesty in his 
decision not to be consid-
ered a candidate for the 
next World Cup cycle," the 
FMF said.

Osorio has been touted 
as a candidate for the va-
cant United States coach-
ing position and the Co-
lombia job, should Jose 
Pekerman leave.

Mexico will next play 
Uruguay in a friendly on 
September 7 in Nashville 
followed by a clash with the 
US at the same venue four 
days later.

finish on the podium with 
Geraint. It’s incredible after 
a very hard day yesterday.

“I wouldn’t have thought 
it was possible after yester-
day. I’m really happy.”
Happy to survive
France’s Julian Alaphilippe 
and world champion Peter 
Sagan, of Slovakia, both 

finished within the time 
cut and are set to claim 
the polka dot jersey for the 
mountain classification 
and the green jersey for 
the points classification, 
respectively.

“Yesterday was so hard. 
I’m happy I survived it,” 
said Sagan, who crashed 

heavily in a descent on 
Wednesday.

“Today was OK and to-
morrow is the end of the 
Tour.”

Frenchman Pierre La-
tour will finish 13th overall 
and will clinch the white 
jersey for the best Under-25 
rider.


