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Mumbai, July 27 (Indi-
aSpend/IANS): The Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP), or a 
political alliance it is a part 
of, governs 18 of 29 states in 
India, home to nearly 63% 
of the country’s population. 
But only one BJP-ruled state, 
Himachal Pradesh, made it 
to the list of five best-gov-
erned states in India, ac-
cording to a new study.

The public affairs index 
(PAI) 2018, developed by 
Public Affairs Centre (PAC), 
a Bengaluru-based think 
tank, evaluated state gov-
ernance using 10 broad 
themes, 30 focus subjects, 
and 100 indicators, accord-
ing to its website. These 
include law and order, eco-
nomic freedom, environ-
ment, transparency and so 
on. This is the third edition 
of the index.

The top five states in 
the order of their ranking 
are Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Te-
langana, Himachal Pradesh 
and Karnataka. Of these, 
Kerala is governed by the 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist)-led Left Demo-
cratic Front, Tamil Nadu by 
the All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (AI-
ADMK), Telangana by the 
Telangana Rashtra Samiti 
(TRS) and Karnataka by a 
Janata Dal (Secular)-Con-
gress combine.

The top 10 list includes 
all the southern states — 

none of which are governed 
by the BJP. Four states in this 
list are governed by the BJP 
and two by its chief oppo-
nent, the Congress (singly 
or in a coalition). Andhra 
Pradesh, ruled by the Telugu 
Desam Party, was placed 
ninth.

These ranks are signifi-
cant because BJP came to 
power on the promise of 
delivering development 
through its sabka saath, 
sabka vikas (development 
for all) campaign.

"The election manifesto, 
which revolves around the 
core issues of good govern-
ance and development, 
discusses in detail the par-
ty's focus at tackling the 
concerns of price rise, cor-
ruption, black money and 
policy paralysis," noted the 
prime minister's website, 
narendramodi.in, the day 
his party's election mani-
festo was released on April 
7, 2014.

The PAI  index has 
ranked 30 states, includ-
ing Delhi. The aggregated 
rankings of the the top two 
states — Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu — have remained the 
same over three years.

"These [southern] states 
have been doing well his-
torically," Narayana A, fac-
ulty on governance at Azim 
Premji University, told In-
diaSpend. "It may not be 
the presence or absence 

of the BJP that matters so 
much. The nature of poli-
tics may be a factor like the 
mobilisation of other back-
ward classes and scheduled 
castes states like Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu."

Hi m a c h a l  Pra d e s h 
topped the list of small 
states with population less 
than 20 million. Of the 12 
small states that made it 
to the list, BJP heads, or is 
a part of, the government 
in eight. Goa and Tripura 
made it to the top five. The 
non-BJP exception is the 
Congress-led government 
in Mizoram, placed third 
after Goa and Sikkim.

Among the 18 large 
states (with population over 
20 million), the top four 
were south Indian states, 
followed by BJP-governed 
Gujarat and Maharashtra. 
Bihar languished at the bot-
tom in the list of large states 
and the overall aggregated 
ranking.

Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh 
were the other states at the 
bottom of the PAI index for 
large states. All the bottom 
four large states are BJP-
governed.

BJP-governed states, 
led by Gujarat, have most 
economic freedom. "The 
theme of economic free-
dom explores the effort 
undertaken by the state 
governments to improve 

business environment in 
the state," the report said.

M a h a r a s h t r a  w a s 
ranked second in economic 
freedom. Telangana, placed 
third before Himachal 
Pradesh and Haryana, was 
the only state without a 
BJP government in this cat-
egory. Bihar was ranked last 
among the large states on 
this aspect.

"BJP has come to sym-
bolise the economic and 
political right. They want 
to present the party as one 
which promotes business 
which makes it easy for in-
vestments to come in," said 
Narayana.

The southern states may 
not do as well as Gujarat in 
ease of doing or promoting 
business but Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka have done 
well in attracting foreign 
direct investment, Naraya-
na pointed out. States like 
Jharkhand and Madhya 
Pradesh just provide land or 
speedy clearances but that 
makes for only "selective 
good governance", he said.

Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Maharashtra (in that or-
der) have the best record 
in managing crime and 
maintaining law and order 
among the large states. Har-
yana and Jharkhand rank 
the last in this list. The top 
five safest states feature two 
BJP-ruled states, including 
Gujarat, and three governed 

Nagaland and Goa were the best among small states in the last 
three years while Delhi and Tripura were at the bottom. Nagaland 
was the best performing as per the aggregated ranking of 30 states.
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by others including West 
Bengal.

This theme explored 
violence, atrocities, and 
policing including indica-
tors such as rapes, murder, 
dowry deaths per 100,000 
population among other 
factors.

"It is interesting to point 
out that despite Kerala hav-
ing a very high number of 
FIRs, in the matter of their 
disposal and conviction rate 
have performed well," the 
report noted. 

Nagaland and Goa were 
the best amongst small 
states while Delhi and 
Tripura were at the bottom 
in this list, for the last three 
years. Nagaland was the 
best performing as per the 
aggregated ranking of 30 
states.

Delhi, governed by the 
Aam Aadmi Party, is placed 
last in the list on two counts 
— environment, and trans-
parency and accountability.

Karnataka emerged 
as the best in the category 
among large states while 
Arunachal Pradesh was 
placed on top amongst 
small states. Gujarat fell sev-
en notches from last three 
years to 10 and Telangana 
which has improved its po-
sition from 17 last year to 7 
this year," the report noted.

Karnataka and Harya-
na were the top two states 
on the transparency scale. 
Kerala fell eight places to 
11th among the large states 
in this respect between 2017 
and 2018. But Telangana's 
ranking improved seven 
spots to 4th during the 
same period.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): The department of 
Power has informed that the 33kV Kohima 
Ring Main-2 and 33kV Chakhabama feeders 
has collapsed due to landslide near Mo-
honkhola, Kohima affecting power supply 
to Lerie colony Kohima, Southern Angami 
Area, Chakhabama area and Chozuba area. 

A press release from the executive 
engineer of Kohima transmission divi-

sion on Friday informed that restoration 
will be delayed ‘since the landslide is still 
continuing.’

“Further, the 33kV AP-1 feeder has also 
been affected due to landslide near Sechü, 
Zubza affecting the power supply to Peren 
district and Medzipema area. All consumers 
and public are therefore requested to bear 
the inconvenience caused,” it informed. 

Sec. 144 imposed in Manipur 
district amid protest over new bill
Imphal, July 27 (PTI): The administration 
in Manipur's Jiribam district today imposed 
prohibitory order in the region under section 
144 of CrPc, in the wake of protests against a 
bill that seeks to "protect the identity of in-
digenous people" of the state, an official said.

The restrictions in the district, forbidding 
assembly of four or more people at one place, 
will continue till further orders, he said.

The Manipur People's Protection Bill 
2018, passed unanimously by the Legislative 
Assembly on July 23, aims to grant the status 
of "natives" to Meitis, Pangal Muslims, sched-
uled tribes and others who moved to the state 
before 1951.

The rest, categorised as "Non-Manipur-
is", will have to register themselves within 
one month of the notification of the law.

The prohibitory orders in Jiribam, bor-
dering Cachar in Assam, came two days after 
a large number of people staged a rally in the 
district to denounce the state's decision to fix 
base year at 1951.

The Bill is currently waiting for Governor 
Najma Heptullah's assent.

Terming the Bill as "unconstitutional", 
Md. Ahmed Ali, a spokesperson of 'Joint Ac-
tion Committee Against Base Year 1951', said 
it would deprive many people of their rights.

"The committee will intensify its agita-
tion if we do not receive the rights guaranteed 
to us under the Constitution," he claimed.

A district official said Jiribam has wit-
nessed a change in demography in the past 
two years due to influx of illegal immigrants, 
including Bangladeshis and Rohingyas.

Islamabad, July 27 (IANS): The Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) led by Imran Khan was on Friday 
scouting for partners to form the govern-
ment in Pakistan after emerging as the single 
largest party but short of a majority in the 
National Assembly elections marred by al-
legations of military interference and rigging.

With nearly two days elapsing since the 
counting of poll results began, the PTI has 
retained its considerable edge over its con-
tenders, bagging 116 of the total 270 seats on 
which elections were held, according to the 
preliminary results announced by the poll 
officials here.

The incumbent Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) bagged only 64 seats and 
the Pakistan Peoples Party, led by former 
Prime Minister, the late Benazir Bhutto's son 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, was placed third with 
43 seats. While cricketer-turned-politician 
Imran Khan, 65, is all set to be the 19th Prime 
Minister, his tryst with destiny still faces a 
possible last glitch. 

A party needs at least 137 seats to cross 
the half-way mark in the 272-member Na-
tional Assembly. Since voting wasn't held in 
two constituencies, the effective strength of 
the House was brought down to 270 -- which 
means Khan needs at least 136 members.

The votes of four constituencies were still 
being counted. The PTI is leading in all of 
them, according to TV reports. Assuming that 
the PTI gets all four, bringing Khan's final tally 
to 120, the Prime Minister-in-waiting would 
still need the support of 16 members.

According to media reports citing un-
named sources, the PTI has established its 
first contacts with 12 independents and is 
confident of getting their support to pave the 
way for Khan to take the helm of the nation 
battling severe economic and security crises.

The Muttahida Qaumi Movement 
(MQM)-Pakistan, which has won six seats, 
has also agreed to support Khan, according 
to Dawn News.

PTI leaders Jahangir Tareen and Khali 
Maqbool are expected to meet MQM leaders 
to formalize the alliance, the Dawn said in its 
online report.

The PTI has also returned to power 
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. It also won 123 
seats in Punjab — the traditional bastion of 
the Sharif family and its PML-N which ha 
grabbed 127 constituencies.

A party needs 149 seats in the 297-mem-
ber Punjab assembly to form the government 
in the wealthiest and most populous prov-
ince of Pakistan.

None of the parties has secured a major-
ity even as the PTI and PML-N claim that they 
are confident of forming the government in 
Punjab where the Sharifs have been ruling 
since 1988. Independent candidates have 
won 29 seats in the province, while PML-Q 
has won seven.

The PPP appears set to form the govern-
ment in Sindh for the third consecutive term. 
The party has won 74 seats in the Sindh As-
sembly while the PTI has edged past MQM-P 
to emerge as the second-largest political 
party with 23 seats - mostly from Karachi.

The Balochistan Awami Party has won 14 
seats in the Balochistan Assembly, becoming 
the largest party in the province, while the 
MMA is in the second place with nine seats.

The PTI has once again dominated elec-
toral proceedings in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, 
bagging a whopping 67 seats, followed by the 
Majilsi Muttahida Amal (MMA) which has 
only managed to win 10. The Awami National 
Party's seat tally stands at six while the PML-
N has won five. The PPP has won four seats 
in the provincial assembly.

The just concluded Pakistan elections 
have been marred by allegations of rigging 
and military interference. The PML-N, the 
PPP and other smaller parties have refused 
to accept the poll results but have announced 
they would sit in the opposition.

Amid the allegation flying thick and fast, 
Pakistan Army spokesperson Major General 
Asif Ghafoor tweeted that it was only Allah 
who "honours whom he wants and humbles 
whom he wants to".

The Arabic tweet is a verse from the 
Qur'an that was taken by many on the social 
media as the army's confirmation of sup-
porting Khan.

The PML-N founder, Nawaz Sharif, told 
his family from Adiala jail where he is serving 
a 10-year sentence for corruption, that he 
considered the result "stolen", according to a 
statement from the PML-N.

The Election Commission of Pakistan 
has dismissed allegations of manipulation 
— blaming the delay on glitches in new, 
untested counting software — and said there 
would be a full result on Friday.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 27 (EMN): As part 
of the yearlong celebration of the 
birth centenary of Nagaland’s foot-
ball legend Dr. T Ao, the state’s 
department of Youth Resources and 
Sports (YRS), in collaboration with 
Costco, a multinational wholesale 
corporation, will be organising a 
10-day football coaching camp for 
youth under 17 years of age from 
August 6 to 16th in Kohima.

The coaching camp will be con-
ducted by Sebastian Rasmussen, an 
international coach from Sweden, 
who had been associated with the 
popular Portuguese football club 
Sporting CP (Sporting Lisbon). 
Rasmussen is currently stated to be 

a coach at the Kvarnby IK in Malmö, 
Sweden, which plays in the second 
division Östra Götaland, the fourth 
tier of Swedish football.

Informing this at a press con-
ference in his office chamber at 
the Civil Secretariat today, MLA 
and advisor for YRS, Zale Neikha 
said the department aims to ex-
pose 100 youth from across the 12 
districts of Nagaland to train under 
an international coach. He said 
privilege will be given to six young 
players from each district and the 
rest 28 seats would be open on a 
first-come-first basis. Should any 
district fail to send players, their 
seats would go under the general 
quota, he added.

Former Indian football captain 
Bhaichung Bhutia, who is also the 
brand ambassador of Costco, will 
be gracing the inaugural event of 
the camp, the legislator informed.

Commissioner and secretary 
for YRS, Anenla Longchar said the 
coaching camp was also a part of 
the People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA’s) commitment to uplift the 
state’s youth by way of giving them 
opportunity to train under an inter-
national coach. 

The officer informed young 
football enthusiasts who were 
willing to participate in coaching 
camp to contact their respective 
District Sports Officers (DSO). The 
department also invited football 

coaches in the state to avail the op-
portunity to attend the camp and 
witness how an international level 
coach imparts training.

She said participants of the 
camp would be given free accom-
modation at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium, however, their travel and 
food expenses would be borne by 
the respective district associations. 
The training is being proposed to 
be held at the IG Stadium but it was 
yet to be confirmed due to ground 
conditions, it was informed. 

With regard to the glaring defi-
ciency in sports infrastructure in the 
state, legislator Neikha stated that 
the PDA government will be coming 
up with artificial turf football fields 

in Kohima and Dimapur soon 
as a first-phase action. 

Supplementing to this, 
Longchar said the depart-
ment of YRS has taken up 
with Khelo India initiative 
to provide standard football 
grounds and infrastructure. She 
said the proposal has already 
been sent to the central 
ministry, and ex-
pressed hope that 
Nagaland would 
have at least one 
inter nat ional 
standard foot-
ball  ground 
when grant is 
sanctioned.

Dimapur district gears up to combat dengue 
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN):  
In its attempt to achieve a 
‘dengue free Dimapur,’ an 
awareness programme was 
organised by the National 
Borne Vector Disease Control 
Programme in collaboration 
with the Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) and Chief 
Medical Officer at Town Hall 
in Dimapur on July 27. 

The adminitrator of 
DMC, Moa Sangtam urged 
for public participation to 
control dengue. The admin-
istrator has proposed for a 
mass social work in colonies 
under Dimapur municipal-
ity area. However, Sangtam 
said, unlike the usual sanita-
tion drives on the roadsides, 
this social work will concern 
inside one’s kitchen and 
compound. 

Starting from next Satur-
day, Aug. 4, every household 
in Dimapur will begin with 
the ‘home social work’ from 
7 am to 8 am, he added. 

A consultant at Chris-
tian Institute of Health and 
Scientific Research, Dr. Ro-
han, spoke about dengue, 

its causes, signs and symp-
toms. He said, it is a viral 
disease transmitted by the 
bite of aedes mosquito, also 
known as tiger mosquito. 
A person bitten by aedes 
mosquito will develop the 
disease only after four to ten 
days, he informed. 

It was also informed that 
the confirmatory test of 
dengue is available only at 
the Dimapur district hospi-
tal. Therefore, it was advised 
that a doctor be consulted 
immediately if any cases 
should arise. However, one 
must avoid getting injection 
or any kinds of medicine 
prescription at pharmacies 
or at private hospitals, as 
these institutions cannot 
give concrete result, which 
in turn may lead to compli-
cations, Rohan said.

But for emergency cas-
es, one may take paraceta-
mol tablets, he advised. 

According to him, Di-
mapur district registered a 
total of 357 dengue cases, 
with highest enrolment of 
181 in the month of Novem-
ber, both in 2017.  Further, 

he said dengue breeds in 
hot climatic areas and post-
monsoon. 

‘Everybody is at risk of 
getting bitten by the mos-
quito,’ Rohan asserted. 
However, there are some 
group of people who are 
more vulnerable, such as; 
pregnant women, babies, 
older people, and person 
with obesity. Therefore, 
maximum care should be 
given to these group of peo-
ple, Rohan informed. 

 Some of the common 
signs and symptoms of a 
person having dengue are: 
high fever, severe headache, 
muscles and joint pains, 
rash, etc. In extreme cases, 
it will show signs of breath-
ing difficulty, bleeding (nose 
and mouth), blood in urine, 
consistent vomiting, ab-
dominal pain, and restless-
ness. The final complica-
tions show signs of shock, 
seizures, bleeding.

Like that of HIV, there is 
no cure to dengue, he said. 
However, one can keep the 
surroundings clean and free 
from stagnant water, as this 

The DMC in a press release on Friday informed all 
citizens under Dimapur municipality that from August 
till November 2018, there will be mass social work for 
removal of stagnant water in respective households 
every Saturday from 7 am to 8 am. 

This, according to the DMC, was in view of the 
recent outbreak of dengue in Dimapur district. All resi-
dents of Dimapur municipal area have been informed 
to completely remove and drain stagnant water within 
their respective compound “from household utensils, 
flowerpots, drains, etc.”

Further, the colony chairman and gaonburas were 
informed to monitor the social work and authorised 
to impose a fine of INR 100 any house were found with 
stagnant water. 

is the only way to prevent 
mosquitoes from breeding.

The assistant director 
of Urban Vector Borne Dis-
eases Scheme, Kiko Kheiya, 
spoke about the prevention 
of dengue. He said the urban 
local bodies can aid in the 
dengue prevention proc-
ess by implementing pro-
grammes to manage sewage, 
drainage, and solid waste.

Referring to the Mum-
bai Municipal Corporation 
Act of 1928 for prevention 
of breeding during con-
struction of developmental 
projects, Kheiya said, ‘all 

developmental projects in 
urban and semi-urban and 
peri-urban areas should 
have clearance on anti-
mosquito preventive meas-
ures after assessment by the 
health authorities.’ 

Further, he suggested 
that schools and children 
should be involved in the 
awareness generation pro-
gramme. Introduction of 
course curriculum for pri-
mary and secondary level 
of education should be ad-
vocated with the help of 
department of Education, 
he added.
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Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): As per 
direction of Chief Secretary Of-
fice, the deputy commissioner 
of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel 
has convened a meeting on July 
27, with commissioner-secretary 
(W&H), GM, NHDICL, DGP Traf-
fic, DTO, EE PWD (NH) EAC Chu-
mukedima and DPRO Dimapur, in 
the office chamber of DC Dimapur 
in attendance.

During the meeting, the mem-
bers planned on issues regarding 
limit of tonnage of overloaded 
trucks on NH-29 and improve-
ment of existing NH 29 for smooth 
passage of traffic, A DIPR report 
stated.

The members present resolved 
that DC Dimapur would issue an 
order as per the notification NO 
S.O.3467 (E) dated 16th July 2018 
of Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways published in the Gazette 
of India, to check the overloading 
along NH-29.

It also agreed that Niuland-
Zhadima-Kohima road be opened 
for light vehicles only. Accordingly 
light vehicles shall be encouraged 
to take the said route fir vehicles 
proceeding to Kohima.

GM, NHIDCL has been re-
quested to improve the condition 
of NH-29 for smooth passage of 
traffic, the report stated.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): NSCN/ GPRN 
(Reformation) has discharged Maj. Liose 
(Tinos) Sangtam of United Sangtam Re-
gion (USR) of Natsami village from active 
national service with immediate effect on 
ground of breach of national ahza and party 
discipline.

NSCN (R), in a press release issued by 
MIP, stated that Maj. Liose was found in-
dulging in illegal activities and also received 
several complaints from United Sangtam 
Likhum Pumji (USLP).

The NSCN (R) has apprised to all con-
cerned not to entertain him in any matter 
pertaining to the affairs of the government.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
The Zunheboto Deputy 
Commissioner Shanavas 
C, in the interest of bet-
ter traffic management 
and orderly conduct of 
public affairs, and also in 
consultation with all the 
stakeholders in concern, 
notified on a new tim-
ing for the vehicles plying 
inside the district comply 
with strictly.   

Departure timing of 
commercial vehicles: Tata 
Sumo timing is 1:30 pm 
(summer) from March to 
October - 1:00pm (win-
ter) from November to 
February; For village bus 
private and NST 1:30 pm 
(summer) from March to 
October and 1:00 pm (win-
ter) from November to 
February; Mokokchung 
bus - 1:30 pm (summer) 
from March to October 
and 1:00 pm from Novem-
ber to February.

There will also be re-
striction of loading /un-
loading of mini-truck/
heavy truck and parking 
in the town area from 8 am 
to 3 pm.

Allotment of parking 
area: Tata Sumo/village 

Bus private /NST. 1. Su-
ruhuto, Atoizu, Akuluto, 
VK: New Colony. 2. Sata-
kha, Aghunato Satoi. Daily 
Market. 

 Local Taxi Parking: 
Parking lot no -I New Col-
ony; Parking lot no -II-
Project Colony; Parking 
lot no-III - Daily Market 
(behind mini truck park-
ing); Parking lot no -IV-
BOC-Hospital road junc-
tion; Tata mobile/Bolero 
pick up parking: KL Chishi 
junction; Mini- truck park-
ing will be allowed only 
at Daily market below SP 
Office.  

A DIPR report while 
informing about the DC’s 
order, also stated that the 
footpath vegetable ven-
dors will not be permitted 
to sell their produce on the 
road and strict action will 
be initiated against any 
defaulters. 

In this regard, the Zun-
heboto district administra-
tion has requested all the 
vehicle owners and the 
public to take not and to 
comply strictly with the or-
der failing which necessary 
action will be initiated, 
DIPR report further added. 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
NNC/FGN has strongly 
condemned the activities 
of 22 Assam Rifles in raiding 
the residence of its ‘C-in-C’ 
of Naga army, ‘Gen.’ TM 
Rhakho located at Hebron-
I colony in Phek town on 
July 26.

Terming the incident 
‘disturbing,’ NNC/FGN stat-
ed that the continued raids 
by the Assam Rifles at the 
residences of Naga national 
workers was in contraven-
tion to the spirit of ceasefire 
and political dialogue.

According to a press re-
lease issued by FGN rali 
wali, personnel of 22 Assam 
Rifles surrounded the house 

of Gen. TM Rhkho and en-
tered uninvited. It added 
that the incident had cre-
ated fear psychosis among 
the people in the locality.

Stating that ‘brazen dis-
play of bravado is not ap-
preciated,’ NNC/FGN ques-
tioned the 22 Assam Rifles 
whether they are aware of 
the ongoing negotiations 
between the NNPGs and 
GOI in New Delhi. It asked 
who ordered the raid at the 
peaceful time and advised 
AR not to create situations. 
NNC/FGN also that it was 
unwise on the part of the As-
sam Rifles as it could further 
builds mistrust and erodes 
confidence of the people.Chotisuh Sazo share in a group photo with faculty members of Pfutsero Government College during the fresher’s 

day programme.

Students St. Joseph’s School, lower Chandmari in cultural attire during the cultural fest programme.

Orenthung Lotha declaring Khezhakeno as LED lighted village on July 27 in the village council hall.  

Fisheries dept. changes 
nomenclature
The department of fisheries has changed its nomen-
clature to that of department of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources with immediate effect. A DIPR report 
stated that all communication and correspondence 
should be addressed as “Department Of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources.

Kohima ADC directs removal 
of water pipelines 
The additional deputy commissioner of Kohima, 
Lithrongla Tongpi Rutsa has informed that water 
pipelines at Old Minister Hill especially between the 
KMC Chau parking and Jail colony junction in Ko-
hima has completely blocked the drains and culverts, 
preventing free flow of water, thus causing damage to 
the public roads. In this connection, ADC has noti-
fied all the concerned drawing water through that 
particularly stretch to remove the water pipes from 
the drains within seven days from the date of issue 
of this notice. Failing which, the authority will take 
necessary action as deemed fit against the failures, the 
notification stated.

Dimapur DC appoints nodal 
officer
Office of the Deputy Commissioner Dimapur has 
appointed Extra Assistant Commissioner Tsidi as the 
nodal officer for the Grievance Cell for persons with 
disability (PWDs), with immediate effect till further 
order. This was informed in a press release issued by 
Sub-Divisional Officer (civil) Sadar,  Niubenthung 
Ngullie.

CKS to celebrate Naknyulum 
sestival
The Chang Tribal Council (Chang Khulei Setshang) 
will be celebrating Naknyulum festival on July 31 at the 
Chang Khulei Setshang hall in Tuensang town. 

Tractors distribution for rural 
bodies
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, would give away tractors 
and implements under GIA/ SFA to local rural bod-
ies on July 30 at Agri Expo in Dimapur. In this regard, 
director of Rural Development has directed all the 
beneficiaries and all recipients of best VDB award 
2017 from 11 districts to report at the venue by 9 am 
on that day. All VDB secretaries and village council 
chairmen under Dimapur district are also requested 
to attend the programme positively along with three 
members each. 

MTC notifies businesses on 
trade license 
The Mon Town Council (MTC) has directed all the 
business establishments under Mon town that are 
functioning without trade license or expired trade 
license to apply/ renew their trade license at the MTC 
office within one week from ‘the date of issue of this 
notice’.  A notice issued by the MTC Administrator 
Kumar Ramnikant, while informing the business 
community, warned that stern action will be taken 
against those defaulters after the expiry of the stipu-
lated period. 

NPF president convenes 
consultative meeting
President of Naga People’s Front (NPF) has convened 
a consultative meeting of central office bearers, cen-
tral frontal and cell heads and divisional presidents 
of Nagaland state with NPF legislators including four 
MLAs from Manipur on Aug. 3 in its central headquar-
ters in two separate sessions. The party president, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, has informed that the first ses-
sion at 10:30 am would consist of central office bearers 
with NPF legislators including 4 MLAs from Manipur. 
The second session at 2 pm would consist of central 
office bearers, central frontal and cell heads, Manipur 
state unit office bearers and divisional presidents of 
Nagaland state.

Library inauguration in 
Wokha 
Chairman of district public library and Deputy Com-
missioner Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, has 
informed all the heads of offices to attend the inau-
guration programme of district library on Aug. 1 near 
Government Higher Secondary School, DIET complex 
at 11:30 am. Advisor to Science and Technology, IT 
and communication and NRE, Mmhonlumo Kikon, 
would attend the inaugural function.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
MLA Chotisuh Sazo has 
encouraged the students 
to develop and focus on 
economic independence 
with improved and new 
technologies as agricul-
ture is the main source of 
state’s economy. 

Sazo was address-
ing the 36th fresher’s 
day of Pfutsero Govern-
ment College as the guest 
speaker on June 27. The 
programme was held un-
der the theme “Scaling 
greater heights.” DIPR 
updated about the event 
on Friday. 

Sazo spoke on the im-
portance of education in 
the development of one’s 
nation. He encouraged 
the students to give their 
best in their studies to 
develop and refine their 
skills. 

Stressing on the im-
portance of Naga culture, 
he encouraged the stu-
dents to respect elders, be 
honest and sincere and 
preserve the rich culture 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
Khezhakeno village was 
declared ‘LED lighted vil-
lage’ on July 27 in a pro-
gramme, organized by the 
Chuketshe Society in col-
laboration with Khezhak-
eno Village Council at the 
village council hall. 

A DIPR report stated 
that Medovelo Sono, a 
member of the society 
in his welcome address, 
said that they initiated this 
100% LED lighted village 
in July 2017 with the sole 
purpose to lower down 
the power consumption 
as they face continuous 
breakdown of transform-
ers and load shedding in 
the village. After the trans-
formation to LED, the con-
sumption of power was re-
duced to a great extend of 
20200 watts from 2250000 
watts approximately which 
can be marked as a great 
achievement of the village, 
he added.  

The deputy commis-
sioner of Phek, Orenthung 
Lotha, congratulated the 
village and the Chuketshe 
Society in particular for 
taking up the initiative 
and achieving the 100% 
LED village which is one 
of a kind in the district. 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): The 
Indian Medical Association, Na-
galand state branch came out 
strongly against the National 
Medical Commission Bill along 
with the amendments thereby 
proposed by the Government of 
India and moved by before the 
Lok Sahba. 

The IMA termed the pro-
posed bill as ‘anti-democratic, 
anti-federal,  anti-backward 
community students, anti-res-
ervation and a move aimed at 
centralisation of authority’. 

A press release issued by the 
IMA, Nagaland state branch, 
appended by its president Dr. 
Kezevituo Keditsu, stated that the 
proposed bill by the Government 
of India has a ‘draconian charac-
ter which will cause irreparable 
damage to the interests of all the 
stakeholders and would reduce 

down the regularity mechanism 
to a puppetry with its strings at-
tached to the government’. 

In this connection, the IMA, 
state branch elaborated listed 
out point by point ‘the salient 
damaging features and its harm-
ful character of the proposed bill. 

The IMA stated that the stat-
ed that the proposed bill is ‘anti-
democratic’ because ‘the elected 
representation to nine out of the 
29 members of the “National 
Medical Commission recom-
mended by the Parliamentary 
committee, and elected repre-
sentation on autonomous boards 
recommended by Parliamentary 
Committee will be “rejected by 
Government”. 

 It also termed the bill as 
‘anti-federal’ because bill will 
marginalise the state represen-
tation to the extent that ‘once 

represented for two years, it 
shall remain unrepresented for 
ten years’.  It also stated that the 
representation of universities has 
been negated, and autonomy of 
the state medical councils will 
be compromised as “it will be 
bound by the directions issued 
by the Government of India, Na-
tional Medical Commission and 
Autonomous Boards”. 

The IMA Nagaland state 
branch also termed the proposed 
bill as ‘anti-poor and pro-rich’ 
as the “management quota in 
private medical colleges and 
deemed universities will be 
raised from 15 % to 50 %.  

 It also termed the proposed 
bill as ‘anti-backward commu-
nity students’. IT said that the 
final MBBS examination to be 
conducted by centralised author-
ity on an All India basis, where 

the qualifying percentage will be 
raised from 50% from 40 percen-
tile’ which will result in prejudice 
towards backward community 
candidates. 

 In this regard, the IMA, Na-
galand state disclosed about the 
“2018 NEET results”, community 
wise who secured more that 50% 
marks: General category 9%; 
OBC category 6%; SC category 
1.92%; and ST category 0.62%. 

The IMA also termed the 
proposed bill as ‘anti reservation’ 
since the ‘provision of eligibility 
for backward community stu-
dents of 40th percentile eligibility 
withdrawn’; it is also anti-medi-
cal profession as “bridge course 
of six months for Ayush praction-
ers to entitle them for modern 
medical practice with state au-
thorities”; and it also termed the 
proposed bill as “anti-human” 

as permanent employees of the 
Medical Council of India would 
be terminated with 3 months 
notice”. 

 Moreover, the release stated 
that the bill seeks for ‘centraliza-
tion of authority’ as the govern-
ment of India will be vested with 
powers with regard to all nomi-
nations and selections, authority 
to issue bonding direction and 
authority of dissolution of com-
mission.   

“It is for the protection of 
legitimate interests of all stake-
holders, we call upon your good 
self to save the country from 
this cruel initiative that will 
cripple the entire healthcare 
delivery system and ruin the 
modern medicine graduates 
and postgraduates and dilute 
the entire medical profession 
as a whole. 

He apprised them about 
the benefits of using LED 
bulbs which is environ-
ment friendly. He hoped 
and believed that Khezha-
kheno village will be a 
Naga heritage museum in 
the near future so that this 
village might show us the 
historical and traditional 
ways of our fore fathers. As 
a stakeholder we should do 
our part and not solely de-
pend on the government 
and challenged them for 
more participation and co-

operation from each and 
every individual, he added

DC also mentioned 
that the Government of 
India there is 41 flagship 
programmes for village de-
velopment with facilities to 
be provided like towns and 
to urbanize the villages. 
He also assured that more 
EAC post is to be created in 
the district.

L a t e r  i n  t h e  p r o -
gramme, act of declaration 
of the village was officially 
marked with a certificate 

of commendation by the 
DC.

Short speeches were 
delivered by president 
CPO, Kekhwengulo, VCC, 
S. Kepfhelhou Ladu, addl. 
secretary and addl. direc-
tor ATI, Kevekho Kevin 
Zehol, and president TPO, 
Timikha Koza.

Joshua Koza mandated 
the signatory pledge to 
all the village khels and 
framed specific rules to 
uphold the LED lighted 
village. 

and traditions of the fore-
fathers.

Terming preparation, 
hard work and confidence 
as perquisite for success, he 
encouraged the students 
to believe in themselves, to 
refine their world view and 
translate their dreams into 
action and reality.

The college alumni 
association gave away the 
first alumni award 2018 to 
the best student namely 
Ms Dane Dukru of politi-
cal science department for 
securing the highest mark 
in the subject with 6.16 
CGPA. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -

gramme, freshers were 
acknowledged by the 
senior students. In the 
contest for Mr. and Miss 
Fresher 2018, Kethozo 
Nakro and Prewe-ü Letro 
were declared winners 
and the runners-up were 
conferred on Kezuvehu 
Khamo and Chope-ü.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): St. Joseph’s 
School in Lower Chandmari, Ko-
hima, has organised a cultural fest 
on the theme “Comprehending 
self origin” as part of the academic 
calendar at the school assembly hall 
on July 27.

According to a press release is-
sued by the school management, 

culture fest was organised to show-
case the unique identity of the 
people. It stated that civilisation in 
the absence of culture is like a tree 
without root. 

Warrior dance, folk song, chore-
ography and skits were performed 
by students. Hapila and Nophrezo 
Vitsu were declared best attire in 

female and male respectively. 
Mhathung, the school’s head-

master, delivered short speech, 
while Moses Phote, the school’s 
administrator, proposed vote of 
thanks. Well-wishers and parents 
with teachers attended the pro-
gramme. Students were dressed in 
traditional costume.
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Dr. Vinito L Chishi speaking during the programme.

Resource person Neikule Doulo.
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Nagaland Domestic Workers’ Union executives with the NDWM Nagaland region legal advisor Limanochet 
(extreme right) addressing a press conference at ACID in Dimapur on Friday,  July 27. 

Dimapur has 9,694 PLHIVs; highest in Nagaland

Union Agri. minister assures 
‘all possible support’ to Nagaland

State govt. issues advisories 
on Assam’s NRC exercise

Patton inaugurates biometrics 
attendance system in PHQ

EA launches ‘Uplifting 
Women Streets Vendors’ 
project in Mokokchung

Domestic workers demand withdrawal 
of Labour Codes reformation
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Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
In what can be termed as 
an alarming revelation, the 
consultant of Legislators’ 
Forum of Aids (LFA), Dr. 
Vinito L Chishi, through a 
report about district-wise 
on HIV scenario as of April 
2006 to May 2018, showed 
that Dimapur has 1, 88,166 
people tested out of which 
9,694 were positive giving 
in a percentage of 5.15%, 
which is the highest in the 
list of districts in Nagaland.

Dr. Chishi was giving the 
presentation as the speaker 
during a social awareness 
day about human immu-
nodeficiency virus (HIV) 
and acquired immunodefi-
ciency syndrome (Aids) on 
Friday at Trinity Theological 
College at Thahekhu village 
in Dimapur.

According to the report, 
Tuensang has the second 
highest HIV positive; among 
a total of 1, 08,419 people 
tested, 2,748 were positive 
and a percentage of 2.53%. 
Kohima, being the third 
highest, had 1, 30,951 peo-
ple tested where 3,311 were 
positive giving in a percent-

age of 2.52%. Mon being 
the least with 90,048 people 
tested out of which 200 were 
positive and a percentage of 
0.22%.

The report showed that 
10, 46,767 adults partici-
pated in blood screening 
out of which 23,491 were 
HIV positive. For children 
below 14 years, 32,358 ap-
peared for blood screening 
out of which 999 were HIV 
positive.

Dr. Chishi also showed 
various statistical reports 
about Nagaland HIV and 
AIDS scenario. Based on 
National AIDS Control Or-
ganisation (NACO) tech-
nical report of May 2018, 
Nagaland HIV prevalence 
rate among adults was 0.46 
% and general population 
prevalence rate of 0.82% 
based on National AIDS 
Commission, HIV sentinel 
surveillance 2014–15 report.

An age wise distribution 
of HIV in Nagaland showed 
that the age group of 14 
years are account for 6%; 
15 % for 15–24 years; while 
73% for 25–49 years; and 6% 
for the age group of 50 years.

Likewise, a report about 
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routes of HIV transmission 
based from the Strategic 
Information Management 
System source of April 
2016 to May 2017 was also 
shown. Sexual route had the 
highest route rate with 90%, 
6% from parent to child 
route, 1% from needle and 
syringes, 0% from blood 
to blood, and 3% from un-

known route. 
Dr. Chishi also listed 

that sex workers, gay men, 
migrants, refugees, and 
transgender are more likely 
to be affected by HIV. He 
affirmed that by 2020, there 
will be no new HIV infection 
and stigma towards HIV 
and AIDS will be eradicated.

Also, a member of LFA, 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): Nagaland Deputy 
Chief Minister, Y Patton today inaugurated 
the  Aadhar Based Biometric system installed 
in the police headquarters Kohima. 

A DIPR news report stated that the Dy. 
CM was welcomed by the DGP T.J. Long-
kumer, and as a token of appreciation, the 
department presented a memento to the Dy 
DM and the accompanying Home Commis-
sioner, Ramakrishnan IAS. 

 The DIPR stated that the Dy. CM, while 
addressing the police officers, mentioned 
about issues relating to law and order and 
the need to improve it. In this regard, he 
stressed on the investigation into pending 
high profile cases needs to be brought to 
a logical conclusion at the earliest and a 
monthly progress report to be submitted to 
the government. 

Patton also stressed on the traffic man-
agement and regulation and also expressed 
deep concern over the encroachment of 
police departmental land by civilians. In this 
regard, he said that strict action should be 

initiated against those encroachers. 
 While appreciating the welfare activities 

of the unit commanders, the Dy CM also 
stressed that cleanliness drives should be 
initiated in every police station and police re-
serve to make ‘Nagaland a plastic free state’.  

The Nagaland DGP, T.J Longkumer IPS, 
who also addressed the police officers, said 
that as police officer, ‘they enjoy all the privi-
leges’; therefore, it was the bounden duty of 
shoulder all responsibilities to provide ‘se-
curity, service and sacrifice’ to the denizens 
of Nagaland. In this regard, he cautioned all 
officers not to cross the limits of authority as 
police officers. 

 The Home commissioner, Ram-
akrishnan, who accompanied the Dy. CM, 
reiterated that the need of the hour is to be 
vigilant and proactive in matters of mob 
lynching and to keep on working for the 
welfare of the jawans. He further appreciated 
the dedication and good works done by the 
police forces in the state, the DIPR report 
further added. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 27 (EMN):  Amid the National 
Domestic Workers Movement (NDWM) 
Nagaland region demand to the Nagaland 
government for registration of Nagaland 
Domestic Workers Union as a trade union 
and inclusion of domestic workers as work-
ers in the schedule employment of Nagaland 
Minimum Wage, another impediment in the 
form of Labour Codes reformation proposed 
by the Government of India which will af-
fect the unorganised workers like domestic 
workers have curtailed the rights of domes-
tic workers.

In regard to this proposed bill by the 
GOI, the NDWM addressed a press con-
ference on Fri. July 27 at Assisi Centre for 
Integrated Development (ACID) Khermahal 
in Dimapur.   NDWM state coordinator Sr. 
Pramila Lobo demanded from the central 
govt. enactment of comprehensive legisla-
tion for domestic workers in which the 
aspects of regulation of work, social secu-
rity and grievances redress are included and 
withdrawal of Labour Codes.   

Lobo informed that the National Plat-
form for Domestic Workers and Central 
Trade unions are organising a rally on Aug. 
22 2018 from Mandi House to Samsad 
Marge in New Delhi where the state NDWM 
will also support with their presence.The 
NDWM demands from the state govt., 
Lobo reiterated was the recognition of 
domestic workers as workers by including 
them in the schedule of employment of 
the Minimum Wages Act and registration 
of All Nagaland Domestic Workers Union 
as Trade Union.  

In the press conference legal advisor 
of the NDWM Nagaland region advocate 
Limanochet expounded that if the proposed 
bill of Labour Codes is passed by the GOI 
than the unorganised sectors will face the 
hitches with token inclusion and this section 

will have no voice or rights.
Reiterating on the NDWM demands to 

the state govt. the legal advisor also pointed 
out that their demand is not just with the 
state govt. but from the employer and the 
public to treat domestic workers issue as 
public and not private and treat them as 
workers while they treat their working place 
as a work place.         

 
Importance of registration 
As the domestic workers in the state awaits 
recognition and access to rights, they belong 
to a section who are paid meagre amount, 
have no social security, day-off and wage 
rise. 

“Our work is physically demanding and 
we often work without day-off even in ill-
health, yet we are treated with little respect 
and we belong to a section who are vulner-
able to abuse and are at the receiving end 
of false allegations”, lamented a domestic 
helper.

Another domestic worker who has been 
rendering her service for the past 25 years 
in a choked voice expressed that even after 
serving for more than two decades there is 
no concern for her well-being and hardly 
make a living. It is not only her but those 
domestic workers face the same situations 
that are often deprived of their livelihood on 
the slightest reason. 

“Neither do our employer nor the state 
government is concern about our welfare 
and situation”, addressed the NDWM. 

The indifference towards us is because 
we do not have a recognised union and be-
cause of which our voice and rights are cur-
tailed and domestic work is not recognised 
as work. If the law address the issues faced 
by the domestic workers’ through recogni-
tion of our union than we can be treated 
with respect by our employer and the public, 
remarked the domestic workers. 

Hukatoli Chophi, imparted 
the benefits of antiretroviral 
therapy (ART).

According to Chophi, 
ART are medications that 
treat HIV. The drugs do not 
kill or cure the virus. How-
ever, when taken in combi-
nation they can prevent the 
growth of the virus. When 
the virus is slowed down, 
HIV disease slows down too.

In proportion to this, 
Dr. Chishi report showed 
records of ART from 2004 
till May 2018. It showed a 
registered number of 17,301 
in ATC centre with death of 
1561 patients on ART. It also 
showed that 7,436 patients 
are alive and on ART, includ-
ing children.

She also clarified the 
society’s misconception to-
wards HIV and AIDS victims 
saying that they should be 
treated like a normal citizen.

Chophi disclosed that 
Manipur has the highest 
levels of HIV and AIDS 
prevalence in the Northeast 
region, Manipur being the 
second, and Nagaland be-
ing the third. She averred 
that during the past the dis-
ease in America was spread 

by gay man; while in India 
by sex workers; and Naga-
land through injecting drug 
users.

Furthermore, she enu-
merated that failure of re-
ligious institution, pov-
erty, inactive role of law 
and order, high prevalence 
of stigma and discrimina-
tion, and unemployment 
were the main causes of 
the spread of HIV and AIDS 
in the present. She advised 
the audience to take note 
of the precautions and en-
couraged them to possess 
the image of a Christian 
leader.

Earlier, Dr. Chishi said 
that, ‘the best place to pass 
on information about social 
awareness is through the 
church platform.’ 

According to him, since 
2013 October, the forum has 
been deciding that social 
awareness about HIV and 
AIDS awareness should be 
planned through churches 
as it serves as a resource for 
groups and individuals. He 
stated that the funds do-
nated through the churches 
can also support the HIV 
patients.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
The Advisor Horticulture, 
Mhathung Yanthan met 
with the Union Minister for 
Agriculture, Radha Mohan 
Singh at his residential of-
fice on July 27 in New Delhi 
and apprised the union 
minister of the ongoing de-
velopmental activities of the 
department under ‘Mission 
for Integrated Development 
of Horticulture (MIDH). 

A press release issued 
by the PRO attached with 
the Advisor Horticulture, 
while informing about the 
meeting, stated that the 
Union Minister Radha Mo-

han Singh appreciated the 
performance of the depart-
ment and also remairked 
that horticulture is one of 
the major income generat-
ing sector for the Northeast 
region. 

The union minister, on 
the request of the horti-
culture advisor for more 
support to horticulture de-
velopment in Nagaland for 
doubling of the farmers’ in-
come in the state, assured of 
the Union Agriculture Min-
istry to extend all possible 
support and cooperation. 

 The advisor also high-
lighted the activities of the 

Central Institute of Horti-
culture and also the issues 
relating to strengthening of 
manpower of the institute.  
A letter in this regard by the 
Chief Minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio was also sub-
mitted to the Union Minis-
ter, the release stated. 

 The release further 
added that the Advisor for 
Horticulture, Mhathung 
Yanthan was accompanied 
by the Principal Secretary 
Horticulture, MK Mero and 
the Director of Horticul-
ture and Mission Direc-
tor MIDH, Dr R Elithung 
Lotha. 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): In view of the 
final draft of the citizens roll under the 
National Registration of Citizens exercise 
by the Government of Assam which is 
reportedly to be published on July 30, the 
Home Department, Government fo Naga-
land has issued advisories in this regard. 

A DIPR news bulletin informed that 
‘all the village, town, municipal authori-
ties to take measures to strictly monitor 
influx of people from outside the state in 
violation of the existing rules or norms’. 

The government stated that ‘any 
unusual influx of outsiders should be 
promptly brought to the knowledge of 

the district administration and the police’. 
 The antecedents of any new incoming 

tenants should be properly checked and 
verified by the district administration and 
the police. 

Besides, all entry points/check gates 
manned by the police should be strength-
ened to thwart any influx of illegal immi-
grants and mobile patrolling in vulnerable 
locations should be activated in respective 
jurisdiction.  

The Home dept. further stated that ILP 
regulations should be strengthened with 
effective monitoring and checking from 
time to time. 

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , Ju l y  2 7 
(EMN): In a bid to uplift the 
women street vendors in 
Mokokchung district, the 
Entrepreneur Associates 
(EA) today launched “Uplift-
ing Women Streets  Vendors: 
Mokokchung Chapter,”  A 
project of EA at Ongpang-
kong Salang, Mokokchung.

The launching pro-
gramme was attended by 
more than 100 women street 
vendors from nine villages 
under Mokokchung District.

Neikule Doulo,  Master 
Franchisee, Aloha Mental 
Arithmetic was the resource 
person at the gathering. She 
observed that after post-
Indian Independence, the 
economy of the Nagaland 
experienced rapid transfor-
mation with a large percent-
age of the population in the 
Urban centres employed by 
the Government.

However, Doulo main-
tained that the story re-
mains pretty much the same 
for many people in the rural 
villages and among those 
who not engaged in the 
government sector.

The resource person 
pointed out that with the 
rapid increase in the cost of 
living had led to the ostensi-
ble increase in the number 
of women stepping out from 
their homes to take up liveli-
hood activities in the urban 
centres.

 Doulo also added that 
the livelihood activities tak-
en up by women has led to 
the starting of the door to 
door business thriving this 
unorganized sector into 
a more organized sector 
where some of the women 
started dealing entirely in 
retailing produce sources 
from different villages.

She also enlightened 

that gathering many of the 
women do so out of sheer 
compulsion and due to lack 
of other opportunities but 
today there is a large group 
of these womenfolk who 
began taking up the man-
tle of ensuring income in 
their families as a desperate 
measures-being windowed, 
married substance abused 
husband or destitution.

Doulo also shared the 
struggles and grievances 
face this section of wom-
en. She pointed out that as 
these women vendors sit 
by the sidewalks of almost 
every town in Nagaland, 
there are subjected to har-
assment from the many 
factors including human 
and nature.

They are compelled 
to remain in their ‘spots’  
whether it is raining, sunny 
or windy; these women have 
to be constantly relocated 
due to reason related to 
administrative directives or 
being refused to be given 
the space by other private 
landowners,  she observed.

She further said that ab-
sence of public toilets sub-
ject these women are to very 
real health threats and the 
mushrooming of non-local 
business people has ham-
pered their daily business.

In this connection, 
Doulo asserted that lack 
of know-how of business 
among this section of soci-
ety is the common observa-
tion why these women do 
not climb up the economic 
ladder.

“A lot of them unaware 
about how to plan finan-
cially for their future be-
sides stock management, 
bookkeeping etc,” she said 
while challenging the streets 
vendors to know something 
during their technical ses-
sion.

Doulo also spoke on the 
topic: Possibilities and po-
tentials of  this business with 
an emphasis on alternative  
business while  Neichute 
Doulo, CEO Coordinator, 
EA spoke on the topic Role 
of women vendor in taking  
society forward and Lanu-
angla Tsudir spoke on the 
topic “In the life  of a women 
vendor.”
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Shillong, July 27 (PTI): A Bill 
passed recently by the Kha-
si Hills Autonomous District 
Council (KHADC) to “protect 
the lineage and indigenous-
ness” of its tribe has come in 
the eye of storm, with several 
women’s organizations today 
voicing their opposition to its 
provisions.

On July 25, the Khasi Hills 
Autonomous District Council 
(KHADC) - one of the three self-
governing bodies in Meghalaya 
- passed a legislation that aims 
to strip a Khasi woman of her 
tribal status once she marries 

an outsider.
The legislation - Khasi Hills 

Autonomous District (Khasi 
Social Custom of Lineage) (Sec-
ond Amendment) Bill - also 
entails that children born out 
of the mixed marriage would 
not be able to enjoy the consti-
tutional protections that come 
with the tribal status.

“Any Khasi woman who 
marries a Non-Khasi as well 
as her offspring(s) born out 
of such marriage(s) shall be 
deemed as Non-Khasi, who 
shall (then) lose the Khasi sta-
tus and all privileges and ben-

efits as a member of the Khasi 
Tribe who cannot claim pref-
erential privileges under any 
law,” it said. 

The Bill, a copy of which is 
with the PTI, defines non-Khasi 
man as “a person who does not 
belong to indigenous Khasi 
Tribe classified as Scheduled 
Tribe under the Constitution 
(Scheduled Tribe) Order, 1950 
(Part III - Rules and Orders 
Under the Constitution) Part 
XI - Meghalaya”.

The hill state of Meghalaya 
is divided into three autono-
mous councils - Khasi, Jaintia 

and Garo. The legislation, if ap-
proved by the governor, will be 
applicable in West Khasi Hills, 
East Khasi Hills and Ri Bhoi - 
the districts that come under 
the purview of KHADC.

Terming the Bill “insensi-
tive”, Meghalaya State Women’s 
Commission chairperson Thei-
lin Phanbuh today said the 
council should have arranged 
for a public debate on the mat-
ter before tabling the Bill.

“The Bill is gender-biased 
as it talks only about women. 
What about men who chose to 
marry a non-tribal wife? This is 

a sensitive issue,” she said.
Echoing similar senti-

ments, Agnes Kharshiing, the 
president of a civil society or-
ganisation, said marriage is a 
fundamental right of every per-
son and the KHADC move is 
aimed at “ostracizing” women. 
“Does this Bill stand the legal 
tests? I have a serious doubt 
about it,” she said.

Several women’s organisa-
tions here have also threatened 
to move court against the Bill.

Defending the Bill, KHADC 
chief executive member H S 
Shylla said the move is aimed at 

protecting their lineage.
“The Bills is targeted at pro-

viding a rule to protect the 
‘Khasi Social Custom of Line-
age’. It would go a long way 
in preserving the traditional 
matrilineal system of society.” 

Shylla also alleged that “un-
scrupulous persons” often 
claim Khasi status, “purely for 
its benefits and privileges”.

“Those opposing the move 
hail from urban areas. In the 
tribal belts, organizations, in-
cluding Khasi Students Union, 
have come out in support of 
the Bill,” he added.

D V Thabah, the president 
of Khasi Students Union, said 
non-indigenous residents 
have taken advantages over 
the years by settling down with 
a tribal woman “to escape” the 
provisions of Meghalaya Land 
Transfer Act, which prevents 
them from owning land here.

“We welcome the Bill. It is 
important to curtail the influx 
of outsiders, who marry tribal 
women for the sake of owning 
land and doing business here.” 

According to the 2011 Cen-
sus, around 1.4 million Khasis 
reside in Meghalaya.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, July 27 (EMN):  An aware-
ness programme on fluoride was 
organised at 7th Miles, Rongkangth-
ir Dengja Teron village along Diphu-
Manja road by a team from Tezpur 
University to inform the villagers 
about the health hazard of fluoride 
and how it can be made safe in 
Karbi Anglong on Friday, July 27.

The awareness camp was or-
ganised as the sick Rongkangthir 
Water Supply Scheme by PHE, Ur-

ban division, Diphu will be revived 
to provide potable water to the 
villagers.

Professor, Dr. Robin Kumar 
Dutta, deparment of chemical 
sciences and research student, 
Mahidul Islam, Tezpur University 
came to Rongkangthir village and 
conducted an awareness camp 
about the health effect of fluoride. 
Dr. Dutta informed the villagers 
about the health hazard of floururis, 
when people drink or use fluoride 

content water there is chance of 
getting dental and skeletal fluorusis 
problems in human. Dr. Dutta told 
that he has been doing experiments 
in Dengaon and Tekelangjun area in 
Karbi Anglong on the high content 
of fluoride in water.

Dr. Dutta told the villagers a 
simple and a low cost method of 
filtering water to separate fluoride 
so that the water can be usable. 
The method is using phosphoric 
acid crushed limestone treatment 

as the simple way of separating 
fluoride from water. As limestone is 
abundantly available in the district 
and so this method can be adopted 
to avoid fluoride. Dr. Dutta also 
told the villagers that Rongkangthir 
Water Supply Scheme will be one of 
the biggest schemes in the district. 
The team from Tezpur University 
was guided by executive engineer, 
Diphu Rural Water Supply Divi-
sion, PHE, Bimal Chandra Sarma to 
Rongkangthir village.

Agartala, July 27 (PTI): Two 
persons have been arrested for 
vandalising a statue of veteran 
Communist leader Baidyanath 
Majumder at Srirampur in Una-
koti district of Tripura, located 
about 185 km from here, police 
said today.

District Superintendent of 
Police Lucky Chauhan said the in-
cident took place late on Wednes-
day and two youths have been 
arrested in this connection.

However, we have not found 
any political angle into the inci-
dent, she said.

It may be recalled that soon 
after the BJP came to power in 
the state, a group of miscreants 
had bulldozed the statue of Com-
munist icon Vladimir Lenin at Be-
lonia, the headquarters of South 
Tripura district, in May this year.

Locals informed Wednesday’s 

incident to police who accordingly 
tried to identify the miscreants.

“Two youths, identified as 
Litan Sarkar and Ranjit Nama 
were arrested in this connection,” 
Chauhan said.

Baidyanath Majumder’s statue 
was set up in 2012 after his death 
the year before. Majumder was 
the Deputy Chief Minister of the 
state in the cabinet of veteran 
Communist leader Dasharath Deb 
from 1993 to 1998. Former Edu-
cation and Law Minister Tapan 
Chakraborty, also a senior leader 
of (CPI-M), alleged that the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) activ-
ists had knocked down the statue. 
“He was the most respected mass 
leader in the state irrespective of 
political affiliations, Chakraborty 
said.

BJP state secretary Nitish Dey 
demanded arrest of the miscre-

ants behind the incident, irrespec-
tive of their political colour.

The saffron party also took out 
a procession yesterday at Kailas-
hahar town protesting against the 
incident, Dey said. State Congress 
president Birajit Sinha alleged that 
the BJP government has created a 
“terror-like” situation in the state.

The CPM today took out a 
protest rally at Agartala protesting 
against the incident.

Speaking to reporters, former 
Deputy Speaker Pabitra Kar, who 
led the rally, said, The ruling BJP is 
leading a series of attacks against 
the Communists here. They de-
molished our party offices and 
then started bulldozing them 
by government decision. They 
vandalized statues of many great 
leaders. But Communists cannot 
be wiped out from Tripura by 
these acts.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 27 (EMN): The four 
day Wuyawon festival was held at 
the picturesque Wuya Kachui hill 
range of Shingcha village located 
in between Ukhrul and Kamjong 
areas from July 21-24.

Shingcha village is located 
about 91 km from Imphal and 55 
km from Ukhrul district headquar-
ters towards Kamjong area.

This year thousands of people 
turned up to see the beautiful 
Wuyawon in its full bloom at Wuya 
Kachui hill range braving the sea-
sonal down pour. The fog envelop-
ing the flowering peak gives one 
a feeling of mystery. Many nature 
lovers thronged the peak and visi-
tors were seen buying organic food 

items, indigenous handicrafts and 
products from the local stalls.

The closing ceremony of the 
festival was attended by Somatai 
Shaiza who contested in the last as-
sembly election at Ukhrul Assem-
bly Constituency as the chief guest.

In his speech during the event 
social worker and international 
football player Somatai said that 
the area has high potential to be de-
veloped as an eco-tourism centre. 
Such a move will generate substan-
tial income and create maximum 
employment for the youth of the 
district, he felt.

The pink orchid ginger, lo-
cally known as Shingcha Wuyawon 
bloom in abundance during the 
month of July annually. Pink Orchid 

Ginger is a beautiful wildflower 
found in Eastern Himalayas, in As-
sam, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Manipur 
and Indo-China region including 
Myanmar. It is characterised by 
deep pink flowers born in a spike at 
the top of the plant. It is a perennial 
herb with pseudostems erect, leafy.

During the time of war as per 
the history, the villagers would 
return and camp at mount Wuya 
Kachui, and the people camping 
there experienced nightmare dur-
ing their sleep.

According to the Shingcha 
youth president Nganaomi Kasar, 
the village authority had endorsed 
the youth for the maintenance 
and development of the mountain 
ranges where Wuyawon flourish.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): Siliguri junction, 
Alipurduar junction, Rangiya, Guwahati 
and New Tinsukia stations are being taken 
up for redevelopment by N.F. Railway at a 
cost of about INR 65 crore.  

The works which are planned to be 
completed by December 2018 will provide 
an enhanced and richer experience to the 
passengers.  The emphasis will be on hav-
ing visible change in the stations without 
unnecessary construction all over, within 
the sanctioned work costing INR 10-15 
crore for each station.  According to a press 
statement from the chief public relations 
officer NF Railways/Maligaon, the plan 
includes improvement of facade of the 
station building, circulating area, platform 

surface, washable apron, proper signage, 
LED lighting to brighten up all areas etc.  
The proposal for the same was sent to 
Railway Board and administrative clear-
ance has already been obtained.  

It is to be mentioned that several rail-
way stations in the country will soon have 
their own jingles to greet passengers and 
customised selfie points.  As for the soft 
development, Divisional Railway Manager 
will first seek help of consultants for archi-
tectural plans and then take feedback from 
local stakeholders.  At larger station, Direc-
tors will be nodal officer for execution of 
the project and at smaller ones, without 
directors, officer from any discipline will 
be appointed as the nodal officer.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): With a view 
to eradicate all forms of corruption 
and bringing integrity to all the 13 
lakhs railway employees, the ministry 
of railways has launched the pro-
gramme ‘Mission Satyanishtha’ un-
der which all the Board Members and 
other Senior Officers took the oath of 
ethics and integrity in the presence of 
Union Railway Minister, Piyush Goyal 
and K.V.Chowdary, Chief Vigilance 
Officer and others.

According to a press statement 
from SK Ojah, senior PRO received 
here on Friday, the main motto of 
this mission is to sensitise all rail-
way officers and supervisors about 
the need to adhere to ethics and 
maintain high standards of probity 
in public life.

The function of oath taking cer-
emony was held on Friday, July 27 at 
the National Rail Museum, New Delhi 
and was webcast to all Zonal Railways 
and Production Units which was at-
tended by respective Zonal Railways’ 
big bosses and other staff.

Former Cabinet Secretary Pra-
bhat Kumar, former Secretary Anil 
Swaroop, MHRD spoke to railway 
ministry top bosses on the subjects 
like positive thinking and ethics dur-
ing the programme.

In N.F.Railway construction or-
ganisation, N.K.Prasad, General 
Manager and other Sr. Officers, su-
pervisors & staff witnessed the live 
telecast of “Mission Satyanishtha” at 
its Head quarters, Maligaon and took 
the pledge, administered by Piyush 
Goyal from New Delhi.

New Delhi, July 27 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court, “not 
satisfied” with the pace 
of investigation into the 
alleged extra-judicial kill-
ings in Manipur, on Friday 
sought personal appear-
ance of CBI Director before 
it on July 30 to decide the 
steps to be taken to expedite 
the process.

A bench of Justice A.K. 
Sikri and Justice U.U. La-
lit said it was tired of the 
agency’s “snake and ladder 
game” and it was not satis-
fied with the pace of the 
probe while summoning its 
director to explain about the 
timeline and also about the 
manner of the probe. 

The bench sought the 
presence of the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
director at 2 p.m. on Mon-
day, after the agency failed 
to submit final investiga-
tion report in extra-judicial 
killings in Manipur in four 
cases.

It was upset with the CBI 
on its failure to submit final 
investigation reports, which 
the CBI has assured to be 
filed by July 27, but during 
Friday’s hearing, the CBI 
instead wanted more time 
to file final reports.

The agency has not 
filed any charge sheet till 
date into the alleged ex-
tra-judicial killings/staged 

gunfights by the army, As-
sam Rifles and police in 
Manipur.

On July 5, asserting that 
violation of human rights 
“cannot be tolerated”, the 
bench had sought the SIT 
report by July 27, after the 
agency apprised the court 
that investigation has been 
completed in the four cases 
and final reports were in the 
process of being finalised.

During the hearing, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
Maninder Singh, appearing 
for the CBI’s Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT), told 
the court that there was no 
deliberate delay on the part 
of the CBI and the process 
of vetting the charge sheet 
and approval had to take 
some time.

A DIG-level officer ex-
plain to the court the multi-
step process of vetting the 
final report by as many as 
10 officers in the CBI, at this 
the bench said that it would 
contemplate to issue an or-
der that all these officers will 
sit together on one day and 
approve one case per day.

The bench said: “It has 
become like snake and lad-
der - go up and go down, up 
and down and we are tired 
of this. Underlying principle 
is that you must expedite 
the process. Let all these 
officers in CBI sit together 

one day, apply their minds 
and finish it in one day. Let 
there be an exception to 
your manual.”

Senior advocate Colin 
Gonsalves, appearing for 
PIL petitioner, to disband 
the current SIT and consti-
tute new SIT on its own.

“They (CBI’s SIT) are 
not interested in court or-
ders. Pass final order to dis-
band SIT. Why should we 
have the SIT? Appoint SIT 
of your own choice. There 
is a wilful attempt to not 
follow the court’s orders,. 
Even after more than one-
and-half-year FIRs can’t be 
registered,” he contended.

The court was hearing 
a PIL seeking a probe into 
as many as 1,528 cases of 
extra-judicial killings in Ma-
nipur. On July 14, 2017, the 
apex court set up the SIT 
comprising CBI officers and 
ordered registration of FIRs 
and investigation into the 
alleged extra-judicial kill-
ings in Manipur. 

The court had ordered 
the registration of FIRs in 81 
cases including 32 probed 
by a Commission of Inquiry, 
32 investigated by judicial 
authorities, 11 in which 
compensation was awarded 
and six probed by the com-
mission headed by former 
Supreme Court judge San-
tosh Hegde.

Mirror Crossword 1891sud0ku 1731
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1890

ACROSS
1. Pinkish
6. Hairless
10. Soil of clay and lime
14. Double sulfates of aluminum 

and potassium
15. Found in skin lotion
16. S-shaped curve in molding
17. Clothes
18. Apprehends
19. “____ la Douce”
20. Distresses
22. MASH actor ______ Stevenson
24. Jacob’s brother
25. Untightens
26. Pinnacle
29. Containers
30. Largest continent
31. Libelous
37. Sleeveless garments
39. Utilize
40. Dried coconut kernals
41. Increasing
44. Pulls
45. Matures
46. Humiliates
48. Bands of colors
52. Put forth
53. Italian opera tenor Enrico 

______
54. Western continents
58. Semi-precious gem
59. Found in urine
61. French for “Soft”
62. Lean over to one side
63. African river
64. Prefix meaning “Within”
65. Female deers
66. Measured amount
67. S S S 

DOWN
1. Form of Hindu music
2. King of Norway
3. Cruise the web
4. Symbols or badges
5. St. Francis of ______
6. African language group

7. “Oh my”
8. Toss
9. Nobel Prize winner 

Archbishop _______ Tutu
10. Toils or slaves
11. Consent
12. Send replacement workers 

or soldiers 
13. Inclines from the 
perpendicular

21. Felines
23. Cosecant (trigonometry)

25. Fine cloth
26. Rescue or retain
27. Purposes
28. Miscellaneous (abbrev.)
29. Foundation
32. “Golden” or “Saffron”
33. Revolutions
34. Any artistic work
35. Exhort
36. Impudence
38. Narrow strips of wood 

42. Beached

43. Form of play
47. 1 under par (golf)
48. Chastise
49. Genus of baboons
50. Delete
51. Religious splinter groups
52. Master of Ceremonies
54. Afflicts
55. Slices
56. Unit of area
57. Oceans
60. ___ de Janeiro, Brazil

solutions to suD0ku 1730

Khasi council draws flak for Bill on tribal women

Awareness programme on fluoride water held in KA

Two held for vandalising Communist 
leader’s statue in Tripura

‘Mission 
Satyanishtha’ 
launched to 
make railways 
corruption-free

Wuyawon festival held in Manipur NFR taking steps for redevelopment 
of five important stations 

Manipur extra-judicial killings: SC 
summons CBI director over delay in probe
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Deputy commissioner of Zunheboto along with 
the ADC, SDOs, police, medical staff and the 
defaulters with the seized items.

Arhomo Ngullie exhorting the students during the inter-college exchange programme at NEISSR in Dimapur.

Kuholi Chishi, along with the faculty and Mr. and Miss Freshers of Modern College in Kohima.

NCC cadets being administered the pledge to conserve wildlife and environment at the ongoing annual 
training camp on July 27.

Health officer addressing the functionaries during the meeting in Wokha.

Health officer urges functionaries 
to provide quality services  

Ban drugs seized in Zunheboto 

Villagers sensitised on Child 
Rights and protection 

NSCN (IM) mourns demise 

RD dept. mourns 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
A meeting with the 
health functionaries was 
conducted on July 25 
and 27 at the office of the 
chief medical officer in 
Wokha. A press release 
from the district media 
officer Mhonbeni Ezung 
on Friday informed that 
the meeting was organ-
ised to deliberate about 
re-strengthening the 
medical officers, phar-
macists, and nurses to 
take up their responsibil-
ities in catering patients 
and multi tasking in the 
health units. 

During the meeting, 
CMO Dr. Robin Lotha 
emphasised on the for-
mation of block task 
force committee on Mea-
sles Rubella campaign 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): Zunheboto 
district administration along with the 
police and medical departments con-
ducted a joint inspection of pharmacy 
stores on July 26 and apprehended 
some persons engaging in the sale of 
restricted drugs like Codeine Phosp-
hole containing cough syrup and tra-
madole capsule.

According to Shekho Sophie, dis-
trict media officer, cases have been 
registered under NDPS Act 1985 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
The District Child Protec-
tion Unit (DCPU) of Per-
en in collaboration with 
Nagaland Development 
Outreach has organised a 
sensitisation programme 
of Child Rights and Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offence (POCSO) 
Act 2012 on July 21 at 
Tenning town. 

The programme was 
to enlighten the un-
reached rural communi-
ty about child rights and 
child protection through 
the programme, a press 
release received here 
from the organisers in-
formed.

During the pro-
gramme, DCPO Peren 
Avika Zhimomi, spoke 
about the structure of 
integrated child protec-

tion scheme. She also 
mentioned about the 
roles and functions of 
village level child pro-
tection committee (VL-
CPC). Every individual 
in the society should be 
responsible in protecting 
the child rights to have a 
peaceful society, she said.

Resource person for 
the programme, pro-
bation officer of Peren, 
Asungbe, spoke about 
the Juvenile Justice Act 
and the POCSO Act of 
2012. 

The Nagaland devel-
opment outreach mem-
bers ,SJPU, village  Coun-
cils, village level child 
protection committee, 
student organisation, 
church leaders, NGO’s, 
and Anganwadi workers 
attended the programme.

Disaster management 
conclave held in Peren 
Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): A conclave on 
disaster management for ‘faith based,’ 
organised by Nagaland state disaster 
management authority(NSDMA) under 
the theme ‘Be a ready congregation’ was 
held on July 27 at old Peren town with 

ADC Peren as special guest. 
Resource person, Karen Rose Koza, 

media officer and DDMO Peren spoke 
on the role of faith based organization 
on disaster management. The program 
was chaired by DPA Peren Kedilong.

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): The NSCN (IM) 
has mourned the death of one of its cad-
res, ‘Major’ Bendang Jamir, son of Moa 
Jamir of Mangmentong village (Ao re-
gion of Gen Headquarters, Naga Army) 
who passed away on July 25at Eden Hos-
pital in Dimapur after a prolonged ill-
ness ‘while in service to the nation’. 

A condolence message issued by 
the MIP, said that the deceased cadre 
joined the ‘national service in 1994’ and 

remained loyal and dedicated to the na-
tional service until his demise. It stated 
that the contribution of the deceased 
cadre to the national cause shall ever be 
cherished. 

Office of the Longvibu, Naga Army 
paid homage to the departed soul. Fur-
ther, it extended its condolences to the 
near and dear ones and prayed to the al-
mighty God to give strength and solace 
to the bereaved family. 

A&E office informs pensioners

NEISSR hosts inter-college 
exchange programme 

Modern College welcomes new batch

NCC cadets pledge to protect environment

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
The office of the Princi-
pal Accountant General 
(A&E) has informed all 
the retired state govern-
ment officers/officials 
that the pension and GPF 
final payment cases set-
tled for the month of May 
and June 2018 have been 
uploaded on the AG Naga-
land website. 

A press release re-
ceived here today in-
formed that pensioners 
my log on the ‘office web-
site at www.agnagaland.

gov.in’ by clicking at “felici-
tation and pension or GPF 
felicitation or by directly 
clicking on the sticky note 
written click here to view 
list of settled pension/GPF 
final payment cases”. 

The list has also been 
put up for display at the 
public relation cell and 
can be viewed on any 
working day during office 
hours. 

 If further informed 
and requested aggrieved 
pensioners or government 
officials facing genuine 

problems with regard to 
settlement of any entitle-
ment benefits to write di-
rectly to the Dy Account-
ant general (A&E), Kahoto 
J Yepthomi through email 
at kahoto_j@yahoo.co.in 
or agnagaland@cag.gov.in 
or through a handwritten 
letter.  

 The release also in-
formed that except for 
Wednesdays, all other 
days will be observed as 
public interview days with 
the interview timing open 
from 11 am to 1:30 pm. 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
The North East Institute 
of Social Science and Re-
search (NEISSR) along 
with 51 college leaders 
from St. Xavier College, 
Jalukie had an inter-col-
lege exchange programme 
on June 27 in the NEISSR 
conference hall. 

During the pro-
gramme, student leaders 
were given the opportu-
nity to interact with post 
graduate faculties and so-
cial work students, a press 
release received here on 
Friday informed about the 
event.

In the opening ses-
sion, peace activist, 
Arhomo  Ngullie in his 
exhortation said master 
of social work is not only 
about specific field of 
study but it includes mul-
tiple field of study where 
an individual is exposed 
to different subject mat-
ter like, psychology, sci-
ence, history, politics, 

management, entrepre-
neurship etc. 

The pincipal of 
NEISSR, Dr. Fr. CP Anto 
talked about the impor-
tance of setting a goal in 
life. In his interaction with 
the students, he reminded 
the participants to have 
the attitude of possibility 
thinking and vision one-
self the future into reality. 
He advised them ‘not to 
be swayed away by nega-
tive forces, or be frustrat-
ed by obstacles that may 
develop on the way to-
wards reaching the goal.’ 

Fr. Anto discussed 
about the advantages and 
disadvantages of goal set-
ting to the participants, 
and mentioned that so-
cial worker can work in 
different settings like in 
health, rights, welfare sec-
tor, agency administrator, 
institutional settings and 
community development 
under NGOs’, Industries, 
government organization, 

corporate, and others. 
“To set a goal effec-

tively, one should have the 
skills to conduct SMART 
goal training, where the 
goal should be- Specific, 
Measureable, Achievable, 
Realistic and Time-phase 
(Smart). One should also 
conduct SWOT analysis, 
where it will help to iden-
tify the Strength, Weak-
ness, Opportunities and 
Threats,” the principal 
advised.

He also cited that the 
“development of educa-
tion should be on three 
perspective qualities-the 
head level of understand-
ing, analyzing and func-
tioning, the heart level of 
empathy and feelings for 
other and the hand level 
of reaching out to the 
needy people who need 
our help.” Further, Anto 
urged the students ‘to be 
a source of social healer 
within the family to com-
munity.’

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
Modern College conduct-
ed its 21st annual fresher’s 
social on the theme “A 
Journey towards Quintes-
sential Outlook,” on July 
27 at the college audito-
rium in Kohima.

A press release from 
the college on Friday in-
formed that the direc-
tor of Higher Education, 
Kuholi Chishi attended 
the programme as the 
chief guest.

The press note in-
formed that Chishi spoke 
about the all round devel-
opment of the students; to 
be more professional and 
to learn genuinely to reach 
the quintessential out-
look. The director further 
encouraged the students 
to work hard and struggle 
to do the best with an aim 
to achieve the best.

Dean of the college, 
Kaikho Losü exhorted the 
students about the vision 

of Modern College which 
was started by Dr. Hekha. 
Losü further added that 
under Modern Society of 
Education it has led to the 
growth of Modern College, 
Modern Institute of Teach-
er Education (MITE), 
Modern Academy, IGNOU 
study centre, and Bachelor 
of Vocation (B.Voc.). He 
urged the students to take 
advantage of the facilities 
and grow in all aspects of 
life. 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): 
NCC cadets undergoing an 
annual training camp of 
24 Nagaland (Indep) Com-
pany at Livingstone Foun-
dation Higher Secondary 
School were trained by 
the civil defence on first 
aid drills and disaster re-
sponse.

Earlier in the day, office 
of the chief wildlife warden 
along with Nagaland Pol-
lution Control Board have 
organised an awareness 
programme on environ-
ment and wildlife protec-
tion. 

The programme was 
personally overseen by 
the Satya Prakash Tripathi, 
PCCF (wildlife) and chief 
wildlife warden, who also 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress. Obed Bohovi Swu 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

N0.JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                 Dated Kohima, the 27th July, 2018
OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. ITI MANDAL  D/o LATE. ANJU MANDAL, resident of D. Block, 
Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late 
Mother.  Bank A/C No. 30051671873 SBI Main Branch, Kokrajhar & Post office, 
Kohima A/C No. 1427498623. Who expired on 18-05-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2702

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE

email: industrynaga@gmail.com, e-fax: 08468825666
www.industry.nagaland.gov.in

NO.IND/DEV/Startup/93/2016/             Dated Kohima, the 27th July, 2018.
NOTIFICATION

The Department of Industries & Commerce aims to create an 
Entrepreneurs Directory for the purpose of disseminating information 
about programs/schemes under the Department to the Entrepreneurs 
from each district in the State. In this connection, all the Entrepreneurs in 
various districts are requested to kindly submit your credentials/Business 
details/Profiles to the General Managers / Functional Managers of the  
District Industries Centre in your respective districts or contact Assistant 
Director (Tech) at 9856071150 in the Directorate office, positively on or 
before the 10th of August 2018.  Sd/-

(Er. S.Temsulong Jamir)
Director of Industries & CommerceKG
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which is scheduled to 
launch state-wide on 
October 3, the updates 

mentioned. He urged 
the medical officers to 
take active participation 

in the Kayakalp activity 
and promote cleanliness, 
hygiene, and infection 

control practices in the 
health centre and asked 
last year Kayakalp awar-
dees to submit utilisa-
tion reports with proper 
documentation at the 
CMO’s office. 

The deputy CMO, Dr. 
Zuben Kikon also called 
upon the medical of-
ficers, pharmacist, and 
nurses for active par-
ticipation in promoting 
quality health services 
to the needy. Kikon also 
encouraged them to de-
velop proper planning 
of activities in the health 
unit. He further request-
ed them to utilise the 
untied fund judiciously 
and make a list of items 
and medicines to be pur-
chased for the health fa-
cility. 

made a presentation on 
conservation of forest and 
wildlife.

Akangmeren Imchen, 
scientist from Nagaland 
pollution control board, 

made the cadets aware on 
environment conserva-
tion. 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): Officers and 
staff of the directorate of rural devel-
opment (RD) have mourned the un-
timely demise of Uttam Kumar, who 
passed away on July 26. 

According to the director, Im-
limeren Jamir, Uttam Kumar joined 
the directorate of rural development 
on November 1, 1988, as driver and 
had performed his duties with utmost 
sincerely and diligently. 

He lamented that with his demise, 
the department has lost a dedicated 
staff and a precious companion add-
ing the void created by his sudden 
death would be difficult to fill. The de-
partment has conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family members and 
prayed to the Almighty God to grant 
eternal rest to the departed soul.

In a separate statement, the driv-
ers’ union under the directorate of 
rural development has also mourned 
the demise of its member Uttam Ku-
mar. 

The union, in a condolence mes-
sage issued by the head driver An-
gam, has acknowledged the contribu-
tions of Uttam Kumar rendered to the 
department and particularly to the 
union during the 30 years of his serv-
ice in the department.

The union has conveyed condo-
lence to the bereaved family mem-
bers prayevd that Almighty God 
would give you solace and comfort in 
their hour of grief. It further prayed 
for eternal rest of the departed soul.

The cadets took a ten 
point pledge to save the 
earth by protecting envi-
ronment and wildlife at 
the end of the programme.

Lt. Col. Vivek Shukla, 
camp commandant, in-
formed that the team of 
trainers from district com-
mandant under Home 
Guards and Civil Defence 
had taught the cadets on 
first aid drills. The cadets 
were made to practice on 
the models and equip-
ment used for emergency 
drills. 

Later in the evening, 
cadets learned about field 
formations and field signal 
through a demonstration 
carried out by a small team 
of cadets trained by the 
NCC permanent instruc-
tor Hav. Hanuman Singh.

against the defaulters 
while some pharmacies 
have also been sealed. 

Deputy Commis-
sioner Zunheboto, 
Shanavas, has termed 
drug abuse as a bane af-
flicting the young peo-
ple of Nagaland. Stating 
that drug abuse cost 
heavily on the society, 
he said besides severe 
health impact, it im-
pedes the productivity 
of the youth. He chal-
lenged all to join hands 

against the menace.
The seized items along 

with the accused have 
been forwarded to the 
court for further necessary 
action. 
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Some problems have Daddy’s name written all over them. For instance, my kids recently discovered bees 

had moved into a crack in our concrete front porch. So, armed with bug spray, I went out to do battle.
I got stung. Five times.

I don’t like being stung by insects. But better me than my kids or wife. Taking care of my family’s well-being 
is at the top of my job description after all. My children recognized a need, and they asked me to address it. They 
trusted me to protect them from something they feared.

In Matthew 7, Jesus teaches that we too should bring our needs to God (v. 7), trusting Him with our requests. 
To illustrate, Jesus gives a case study in character: “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a 
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?” (vv. 9–10). For loving parents, the answer is obvious. But 
Jesus answers anyway, challenging us not to lose faith in our Father’s generous goodness: “If you, then, though 
you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask him!” (v. 11).

I can’t imagine loving my kids more. But Jesus assures us that even the best earthly father’s love is eclipsed 
by God’s love for us. 
Father, thank You for loving us so much more than even the best father here ever could. Help us to do as 

Jesus said with everything that’s on our hearts; to ask, seek, and knock in our relationship with You.

Bees and Snakes
BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 7:7–11   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

If you, then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father in heaven give good gifts 
to those who ask him! 

~  Matthew 7:11 We can rely on our Father for everything we need.

Hepatitis – A Global Health Concern

Less Than 10% Viral Hepatitis-Infected 
People Get Treatment — WHO

Younger Population Now Falling Prey 
to Head and Neck Cancer — Experts

High Immunity Protein at Birth Cuts 
Childhood Malaria Risk — Study

Decoded: How Eating 
Disorder is Linked to Brain

Lifestyle Changes One Needs to Make to Avoid Diabetes

H
epatitis is a term used to de-
scribe the inflammation of the 
liver as a result of viral infection 
or exposure to harmful or toxic 

substances such as drugs or alcohol. While 
some types of hepatitis will pass without 
causing permanent damage to the liver, 
chronic cases can cause cirrhosis, liver fail-
ure or cancer. There are five main hepatitis 
viruses, referred to as types A, B, C, D and 
E, which pose the greatest risk. Hepatitis 
B (HBV) and C (HCV) are viral infections 
which can cause chronic hepatitis and are 
the leading causes for hepatic cirrhosis 
and cancer, thus creating a significant bur-

den to healthcare sys-
tems due to the high 
morbidity / mortality 
and costs of treat-
ment. Around 70-
80% of people with 
Hepatitis B or C do 
not even have any 
symptoms. The 
symptoms often 
go unnoticed, the 
reason why this dis-
ease is also known 

as the ‘silent killer.’ 
Approximately 1 

in 12 persons world-
wide, or some 500 mil-

lion people, are living with 
chronic viral hepatitis. About 

15 million Indians are anti-HCV 
positive and 5 million of them may 

be viraemic. Of these, nearly 25%, i.e. 
over 1 million, may develop chronic liver 
disease within 2 decades and 1%–4% of 
them may develop liver cancer. Annually, 
in India about 250,000 people die of viral 
hepatitis or its sequelae. About 130–170 
million people worldwide are chronically 
infected with hepatitis C virus, and more 
than 250,000 people die from hepatitis C-
related liver diseases each year.  

There are an estimated 2-4 million 
people in the United States, 5 to 10 mil-
lion people in Europe and about 15 million 
people in India who are chronically in-
fected with HCV. HCV has six major geno-
types, referred to as genotypes 1 through 6. 

It is important for the treating physician to 
determine which HCV genotype a patient 
has, as this information can impact deci-
sions regarding the type and duration of 
treatment.

The major risk factor for HCV infection 
is parenteral exposure, primarily through 
blood products and needle sharing among 
injection drug users. Recipients of previ-
ously unscreened blood, blood products 
and organs, patients and employees in 
haemodialysis centers (nosocomial infec-
tions). hemophiliacs, injection drug us-
ers sharing contaminated needles and/
or injection materials , people exposed to 
unsterile medical or dental equipment. 
Occupational exposure to blood -  people 
administering or receiving acupuncture 
and/or tattooing with unsterile devices. 
Health care workers ,through sexual route 
and perinatal transmission (infants born 
to infected mothers )

Screening for HCV among blood do-
nors has reduced the risk of acquiring HCV 
from blood products by half to two thirds.  
Some people acquire the infection through 
non-parenteral means that have not been 
fully defined, but include sexual transmis-
sion in persons with high risk behaviors, 
although transmission of HCV is generally 
less common than that of HBV and HIV. 

Approximately 70%–80% of people 
with acute Hepatitis C do not have any 
symptoms. If present they can include : 
Flu-like symptoms  • Fatigue  • Nausea  • 
Aching muscles and joints  • Anxiety and 
depression  • Poor concentration  • Stom-

ach ache  • Loss of appetite  • Dark urine/
bright stools. Transfusion and use of un-
sterile syringes are the dominant mode of 
transmission of HCV in India. 15%–20% of 
all chronic liver disease and hepatocellular 
cancer HCC in India are caused by HCV .

Currently, there is no approved vaccine 
for HCV. All children should get the Hepa-
titis B vaccine. Babies should get a first 
dose of the hepatitis B vaccine at birth. 
They should have all three shots in the 
series by age 6 to 18 months. Infants born 
to mothers who have acute hepatitis B or 
have had the infection in the past should 
get a special hepatitis B vaccine within 12 
hours of birth. Children younger than age 
19 who have not had the vaccine should 
get "catch-up" doses.

Adults at high risk for Hepatitis B 
should also be vaccinated, including: 
Health care workers and those who live 
with someone who has hepatitis B, peo-
ple with end-stage kidney disease, chronic 
liver disease, or HIV infection, people with 
multiple sex partners and men who have 
sex with other men and those  who use 
recreational  injectable drugs. There is no 
vaccine for hepatitis C.

Hepatitis B and C viruses are spread 
through contact with blood or bodily flu-
ids of a person infected with the virus. The 
viruses are NOT spread through casual 
contact, such as holding hands, sharing 
eating utensils or drinking glasses, breast-
feeding, kissing, hugging, coughing, or 
sneezing. Avoid coming in contact with 
blood or bodily fluids of others, avoid shar-

ing personal items, such as razors or tooth-
brushes

DO NOT share drug needles or other 
drug equipment. Clean blood spills with 
a solution containing 1 part household 
bleach to 9 parts water. Be careful when 
getting tattoos and body piercings.

Safe sex means taking steps before and 
during sex that can prevent you from get-
ting an infection, or from giving an infec-
tion to your partner.

After realizing the gravity of these infec-
tions, and in recognition of the birthday of 
Professor Baruch Blumberg, who won the 
Nobel Prize for discovering the Hepatitis 
B virus,  World Health Organization has 
decided to observe 28th July as the “World 
Hepatitis Day” to create awareness among 
the people about the infection, its conse-
quences and ways and means to prevent 
the spread of this dreadful and fatal dis-
ease. World Hepatitis Day was launched 
in 2008 in response to the concern that 
chronic viral hepatitis did not have the lev-
el of awareness, nor the political momen-
tum, seen with other communicable dis-
eases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis (TB) 
and malaria. This is despite the fact that 
the number of people chronically infected 
with, and the number of deaths caused by, 
hepatitis B and C is on the same scale as 
these conditions. World Hepatitis Day has 
generated massive public and media inter-
est, as well as support from governments 
and Non-Governmental Organisations.

For public awareness
Zion Hospital and Research Centre

L
ess than 10 per cent of 
those infected with vi-
ral hepatitis, inflamma-
tion of liver, are aware 

of their disease, which can lead 
to life-threatening conditions, 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) said on Friday.

"Millions of people across the 
world and in the WHO South-
East Asia Region are infected with 
viral hepatitis without knowing... 
less than one in 10 infected peo-
ple are estimated to know their 
status," WHO Regional Director 
for South-East Asia Poonam Khe-
trapal Singh said.

Further, less than 10 per cent 
of those who do know their sta-
tus are receiving appropriate 
treatment, it said. This lack of 
awareness and proper treatment 
is same in the region as well as 
the world across, the WHO said 
in a statement.

"This lack of awareness and 

treatment lead to progressive 
liver damage and can cause life-
threatening conditions such 
as fibrosis and liver cancer, re-
sulting in an estimated 410,000 
deaths in the region every year," 
Singh said. 

It also allows viral hepatitis to 
spread. About 40 million people 
live with chronic hepatitis B in 
the region while an estimated 10 
million live with chronic hepati-
tis C. Urgent action is needed to 
find, test and treat the missing 
millions suffering viral hepatitis, 
WHO said.

As per the time-bound tar-
gets of WHO's Regional Action 
Plan, at least 50 per cent of the in-
fected people should know their 
status and at least 75 per cent of 
those diagnosed with the disease 
should get treatment by 2020.

Further, more than 90 per 
cent newborns should receive 
the hepatitis B vaccine's birth 

dose, while at least 95 per cent 
of children should complete the 
vaccine's three-dose schedule. 
Increased injection safety in 
health facilities is likewise criti-
cal, WHO said.

"Health authorities should 
deploy clear messaging regard-
ing the disease's signs and symp-
toms, where they can get tested 
and seek treatment, and how 
hepatitis infection can be pre-
vented for example by vaccina-
tion for hepatitis B, and safe sex 
and safe needle usage for hepati-
tis B and C," Singh said.

She further suggested capac-
ity building of health workers at 
all levels to identify symptoms 
and test for the disease. The 
health workers must have better 
access to quality point-of-care 
diagnostics and laboratory test-
ing. All testing kits should be af-
fordable and quality assured.

Source: IANS

A
s much as 30 to 40 
per cent of males 
and 11-16 per cent 
of females among 

those afflicted with malig-
nancies in India are head 
and neck cancer patients, 
experts said here on Friday, 
expressing concern over the 
younger population now 
falling prey to the malady.

"Head and neck cancer 
patients pose a significant 
problem in our country, 
constituting 30-40 per cent 
of all cancers in male and 
almost 11-16 per cent in fe-
males and there is a need to 
spread proper awareness," 
surgical oncologist Gautam 
Mukhopadhyay said here at 
the launch of the West Ben-
gal Head and Neck Society.

Mukhopadhyay, a sen-
ior trustee of the society, 
said annually over 200,000 
such cancers occur in India 
out of which 80,000 are oral 
cancers.

According to him, life-
style behaviour like chew-
ing tobacco, betel leaves 
and also smoking remain 
the main reasons for such 

a high incidence of oral and 
pharyngeal cancer.

The symptoms of head 
and neck cancer can be any 
persisting ulcers inside the 
mouth, change in voice, 
problem in swallowing 
food, a painless lump inside 
the neck for almost 4 weeks, 
chronic coughing, bleeding 
from ears, nose or throat 
and so on.

According to P.N. Maha-
patra, a senior oncologist 
and senior trustee of the 
society, maximum number 
of mouth cancer is seen in 
patients after the age of 55.

"But there is an alarming 
trend towards the younger 
patient population. Ma-
lignancy of thyroid gland 
affecting all age groups is 
also rising and India stands 
second in prevalence of 
oesophageal cancer after 
China."

Mukhopadhyay said 
the newly formed society 
would create awareness 
about head and neck can-
cer in the state.

"Our primary focus is 
on cohesive work, com-

munication between Public 
and Private sector, through 
scientific seminars, aware-
ness camps, conferences 
and workshops to give 
world-class facilities to pa-
tients," he said.

Another senior oncolo-
gist Aniruddha Dam said 
the society would try to fill 
up the gap between city 
and district-based diagno-
sis of such cancers.

According to him, there 
is a need for a popula-
tion based cancer registry 
for head and neck cancer, 
and the society aims to 
reach out to the maximum 
number of hospitals in that 
regard.

He also said that train-
ing of the upcoming doc-
tors will help in early di-
agnosis and give the best 
treatment to the patients of 
head and neck cancer.

This year, the World 
Tour of International Fed-
eration of Head and Neck 
Oncologic Societies will be 
held in Kolkata from Octo-
ber 26-28.

Source: IANS

N
ewborn babies 
who are born with 
a high level of an 
immune-related 

protein in their blood cells 
are less likely to develop 
malaria throughout their 
early childhood, a study re-
vealed.

The research showed 
that babies born with a high 
level of a certain type of im-
munity proteins cytokine, 
known as IL-12, in their 
umbilical cord blood had a 
higher resistance to the de-
velopment of malaria in the 
first two years of their life.

"The finding suggests 
that there is a strong link 
between levels of this IL-12 
protein obtained from the 
umbilical cord blood and 
the development of malaria 
in early childhood," said 
lead author Yong Song, from 
Curtin University in Aus-
tralia. 

With more than 90 per 
cent of malaria infections 
occurring in sub-Saharan 
Africa, childhood malaria 
remains one of the lead-
ing causes of morbidity 

and mortality, resulting in 
500,000 deaths annually.

The team also investi-
gated how newborn babies 
develop high levels of IL-12 
in the cord blood. 

"We found that the in-
bred quantity of these small 
proteins was not only in-
fluenced by children and 
mother's genetic variation, 
but was also dependent on 
the immune system condi-
tions of the mother during 
pregnancy," Song noted. 

For the study, published 
in the Journal of Scientific 
Reports, the team examined 
349 Mozambican pregnant 
women and their newborn 
babies up to two years of 
age.

"The study could have 
significant implications for 
future vaccine design tech-
niques that could assist with 
the prevention of malaria 
in high-risk countries such 
as Mozambique," said co-
author Brad Zhang, Associ-
ate Professor from Curtin's 
School of Public Health.

Source: IANS

A
norexia nervosa — an 
eating disorder that 
makes people obsessive 
about their weight — 

could alter the brain circuits and 
impact its taste-reward process-
ing mechanisms, especially for 
sugar, a study has found.

While most people like sweet 
tasting things, those with eat-
ing disorders associate the taste 
with weight gain and try to 
avoid it. 

The study showed that the 
brain activation among the ano-
rexia group was inversely con-
nected with any pleasant expe-
rience of eating sugar.

Those who are already wor-
ried about shape and weight 
become even more concerned. 
And a strong response that says 
"feed me" might be overwhelm-
ing and trigger more food re-
striction instead of eating.

It is because a brain reward 
circuit associated with the 
dopamine becomes more active 
but also triggers anxiety. 

"When you lose weight, your 
brain reward response goes up 
but instead of driving eating, 
we believe it elevates anxiety in 
anorexia nervosa, which makes 

them want to restrict more. This 
becomes then a vicious cycle," 
said lead author Guido Frank 
from University of Colorado 
School of Medicine in the US.

For the study, published in 
the journal JAMA Psychiatry, 
the team examined from over 
100 participants including 56 
female adolescent and young 
adults with anorexia nervosa 
aged between 11 and 21 years 
and 52 healthy control partici-
pants.

The team also found that 
higher brain response lead to 
higher harm avoidance -- an 
anxiety measure for excessive 
worrying and fearfulness -- in 
those with anorexia nervosa. 
In these patients, it pushes the 
drive for thinness and furthers 
body dissatisfaction.

"An enhanced dopamine 
reward system response is an 
adaptation to starvation. Indi-
viduals vulnerable to develop-
ing anorexia nervosa could be 
particularly sensitive to food 
restriction and adaptations of 
reward response during the de-
velopment period," the study 
noted.

Source: IANS

D
iabetes is a 
chronic disease 
which has be-
come very com-

mon nowadays. While lack 
of insulin and genetic his-
tory are among the factors, 
certain lifestyle habits such 
as poor diet, lack of exer-
cise and high stress also 
contribute to an increase in 
blood sugar levels. Taking a 
few steps towards a healthy 
life can make a huge differ-
ence.

S K Wangnoo, Senior 
Consultant- Endocrinology, 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospi-
tals, suggests some lifestyle 
changes that will help in 
preventing diabetes.

* Breath clean air: As per 
the recent report by Lancet, 
air pollution is linked to di-
abetes. Researchers found 
that pollution triggered in-
flammation which reduces 
the insulin action. Hence it 

is very important to breath 
clean air. While a normal 
person spends 80 per cent 
of their time indoor, invest-
ing on a good air purifier is 
the best solution for clean 
air.

* Drink plenty of water and 
avoid alcohol: Water is by 
far the best and the most 
natural beverage one can 
have. Replace all your sug-
ary and aerated drinks with 
water to see the benefit it 
provides. Few studies have 
also revealed that increased 
water intake may lead to 
better blood sugar control 
and insulin response. It is 
also important to limit your 
alcohol intake as it can lead 
to weight gain and may up-
surge your blood pressure 
and triglyceride levels.

* Quit smoking: Smoking 
has proven to contribute to 
major and serious health 

related issues such as heart 
attack, cancer, TB and even 
diabetes. Smokers are twice 
as likely to develop diabetes 
as non-smokers. 

Beena Bansal, Director, 
Endocrinology and Diabe-
tology, Medanta, said: Air 
pollution in India is a seri-
ous issue with the major 
sources being fuel adultera-
tion, vehicular emissions 
and traffic congestion. A 
majority of Indian popula-
tion lacks access to clean 
burning fuels and uses bio-
mass combustion as cook-
ing fuel.

"High air pollution lev-
els can cause immediate 
health problems such as 
aggravated cardiovascu-
lar and respiratory illness, 
added stress to heart and 
lungs causing them to work 
harder to supply the body 
with oxygen and may even 
damage cells in the respira-

tory system."
Arvind Chabra, Coun-

try Head, Blueair, says that 
many reports are published 
these days explaining 
health hazards related to 
breathing polluted air. 

"Average individual 
spends 90 per cent of the 
time indoors and indoor air 
can be 5 times more pol-
luted. With modern tech-
nology, air purifiers can be 
effective in reducing indoor 
air borne pollutant. Invest-
ing on a good air purifier 
can be a healthy decision. 

"Always go for an effi-
cient air purifier which has 
advanced filtration tech-
nology like HEPASilent™ 
and removes minutest of 
the air pollutants, has a high 
CADR & ACH (Air Changes 
per hour) as it ensures a 
consistent flow of clean air 
in your room," said Chabra.

Source: IANS

28 July

W  RLD 
HEPATITIS  

DAY



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Saturday, July 28, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There may be a 
great deal of conflict in your life today, Aries. 
Different people and situations seem to be 
pulling you in all directions. Your sanity is be-

ing put to the test. Try not to be too stubborn, because 
this will only cause more tension between you and the 
situation. You have the potential to stress out about the 
smallest things. Try to avoid this if you can.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
should work to tune into the larger, slower-
moving trends in your life, Taurus. Consider 
making some long-term monetary and 

emotional investments. There is a great deal of pros-
perity available to you now, but beware of deception 
on the part of others. Watch out for fast talkers and 
people who promise everything yet deliver nothing. 
Have confidence that you can decipher what’s real and 
what isn’t.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Let your artistic 
nature loose today, Gemini. Add a touch of 
creativity to whatever project, situation, or 
person you encounter. Let your fantasy world 

extend to every aspect of your being and keep an open 
mind for new ideas and methods. Incorporate tradi-
tional values into new concepts. The new and the old 
methods may seem incompatible at first, but it’s your 
challenge to make them work together.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t gamble 
away your resources, Cancer. Take the saf-
est route. There’s a great deal of energy out 
there encouraging you to act, but beware 

of adopting too stubborn of an attitude. This will only 
succeed in alienating you from the very people you rely 
on for support. Maintain a strong, healthy balance be-
tween old and new. Try to be more open to change and, 
by all means, adopt a more flexible attitude.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Get things out in the 
open today, Leo. If someone seems to insult 
you, call them on it. Letting things fester in-
side only destroys your self-esteem. You’d 

also be in danger of losing the respect of others. This 
could very well be a situation in which everyone but 
you sees the truth. Try not to let this happen. Be bold 
and assertive, and don’t let others pull the wool over 
your eyes.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Stick to the 
tried and true today, Virgo. Don’t be afraid 
to make any last-minute changes of plan. 
Compliment others when they do some-

thing well, and show appreciation for their positive 
qualities. You’ll gain their respect. Celebrate the 
small things in life and appreciate all that you have 
- physically as well as emotionally. Let other people 
share in your warm and generous spirit.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Reap all the riches 
that a new day has to offer, Libra. Every day 
brings new opportunities and the chance for 
rapid advancement. Grab the things offered 

to you. You have a great deal of potential, but potential 
is one of those things that does no good until you re-
alize it and harness it. Today is one day in which you 
can take an important step toward manifesting your 
dreams.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may need 
to adjust today in order to relate well to peo-
ple and situations, Scorpio. Things are a bit 
off kilter, and you may find that the harder 

you try to fit in, the more liable you are to feel like an 
oddball. Try not to get caught up in others’ battles. 
Maintain a balance between real life and fantasy. Don’t 
get so caught up in someone else’s world that you for-
get to deal with your own.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Be your-
self today - 100 percent you, Sagittarius. The 
world needs more individuality. Revel in your 
unique qualities and be generous about shar-

ing them with the world. Feel free to adopt a new and 
unconventional way of doing something - anything. 
Beware, however, that there may be a strong, ground-
ing force that’s trying to tie you down to tradition. Don’t 
feel pressured to give in to the social norm.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today is a 
very expansive day in which you can make 
great progress in all of your endeavors, 
Capricorn. Be careful of deception by oth-

ers. There may be a surreal cloud that covers up reality. 
You may need to do a little digging to locate the truth. 
Maintain a mellow attitude in order to stay safe. Sud-
den, extreme actions fueled by anger or fear are likely 
to get you into trouble.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Tune into 
your dreams today, Aquarius. Do you often 
feel intensely jealous thinking the people 
around you are living amazing lives while 

you’re stuck in a dull, boring routine? The only person 
who can pull you out of this rut is you, so stop com-
plaining and do it. Change is easier than it seems at 
first. Let your imagination take control and work to-
ward manifesting your most fanciful goals.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There are ex-
tremely slow-moving, subtle energies coming 
into play today that may not be so easily felt, 
Pisces. What they provide is a key to mani-

festing your wildest dreams. Fantasy can become your 
reality, but it may only come one small, subtle step at a 
time. Don’t give up. Focus on the unconventional way 
to get things done. You’ll eventually achieve everything 
your heart desires as long as you truly believe you can.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Susan Luckman | The Conversation Joel Frohlich | Aeon

How Craft is Good for Our Health Down With the Larks: On the Virtues of Sleeping Like a Sloth

A
t a time when many of us feel overwhelmed 
by the 24/7 demands of the digital world, 
craft practices, alongside other activities 
such as colouring books for grown-ups and 

the up-surge of interest in cooking from scratch and 
productive home gardens, are being looked to as 
something of an antidote to the stresses and pressures 
of modern living.

Crafts such as knitting, crochet, weaving, ceramics, 
needlework and woodwork focus on repetitive 
actions and a skill level that can always be improved 
upon. According to the famous psychologist Mihaly 
Csikszentmihalyi this allows us to enter a “flow” state, 
a perfect immersive state of balance between skill and 
challenge.

With what is increasingly referred to today as 
“mindfulness” being a much-desired quality for many 
people, it’s not surprising crafts are being sought out 
for their mental and even physical benefits.

Craft as therapy
For over a century, arts and craft-based activity have 
been a core part of occupational therapy that emerged 
as a distinct health field around the end of the first 
world war in response to the needs of returned 
soldiers. This includes many suffering from what we 
now refer to as post-traumatic stress disorder, but 
then referred to as “shell shock”.

Knitting, basket weaving, and other craft activities 
were commonplace in the repatriation support offered 
throughout much of the English-speaking world to 
the returned veterans of the two world wars. This was 
as both diversional therapy (taking your mind off pain 
and negative thoughts), as well as skills-development 
geared towards re-entering the civilian workforce.

More recently, research is seeking to better 
understand just how craft is so beneficial for the body 
and mind. Interestingly, much of the focus has been 
on the mental health and well-being brought about by 
knitting.

The benefits of craft according to science
A large-scale international online survey of knitters 
found respondents reported they derived a wide 
range of perceived psychological benefits from the 
practice: relaxation; relief from stress; a sense of 
accomplishment; connection to tradition; increased 
happiness; reduced anxiety; enhanced confidence, 
as well as cognitive abilities (improved memory, 
concentration and ability to think through problems).

In more clinical contexts, introducing knitting into 
the lives of hospital patients with anorexia nervosa led 
to a self-reported reduction in anxious preoccupation 
with eating disorder thoughts and feelings.

Some 74% of research participants described 

feeling “distracted” or “distanced” from these negative 
emotional and cognitive states, as well as more relaxed 
and comfortable. Over half said they felt less stressed, 
a feeling of accomplishment, and less likely to act on 
their “ruminating thoughts”.

In another study, knitting was found to reduce 
workplace stress and compassion fatigue experienced 
by oncology nurses.

Quilting has been found to enhance participant’s 
experiences of well-being as they move into older age. 
Research reports quilters find the work challenging, 
cognitively demanding, it helps to maintain or 
generate new skills, and working with colour was 
found to be uplifting, especially in winter.

In studies of people with chronic fatigue syndrome 
(CFS/ME), depression and other long-term health 
problems, textile crafts were found to increase 
sufferers’ self-esteem, their engagement with the 
wider world, and increase their personal sense of 
well-being and their ability to live positively with their 
condition.

While knitting and other textile-based activities 
tend to be female-dominated, similar benefits have 
been found for men in the collective woodworking, 
repair and other productive tinkering activities of 
the Men’s Sheds movement. Participants reported 
reduced levels of depression.

Why does craft make us feel good?
What unites almost all of these studies, is that while 
the practice of craft, especially those such as knitting, 
quilting, needlework and woodworking, may at first 
appear to be relatively private activities, the benefits 
also substantially arise from the social connections 
craft enables.

These have even been reported across whole 
communities impacted by disaster, such as the 
recovery following the 2011 Christchurch earthquake.

One of the strengths of craft practice, especially 
as a contributor to well-being, is precisely that it 
can be both solitary and collective, and it’s up to the 
individual to decide.

For the shy, the ill, or those suffering from various 
forms of social anxiety, this control, as well as the 
capacity to draw away any uncomfortable focus upon 
themselves and instead channel this into the process 
of making, is a much valued quality of their craft 
practice.

The research into the physical and mental health 
benefits of craft remains largely qualitative and based 
on self-reporting. And it especially explores its capacity 
to generate positive health outcomes through positive 
mental health. While there’s much more work to be 
done here, it’s clear craft continues to play a key role in 
enhancing the quality of life of those who participate 
in its practices.

(Susan Luckman is a professor of Cultural Studies 
in University of South Australia)

I
n the sixth century, Pope 
Gregory I compiled an infamous 
list of seven deadly sins. Of these 
seven, sloth is the only sin that 

shares its name in English with 
an animal. But are these curious 
animals truly guilty of vice?

Sloths personify laziness 
in Western culture through a 
reputation for sleeping a lot (though 
they actually sleep for less than 10 
hours a night in the wild). Indeed, 
seen through the value system of 
medieval Catholicism, this cute, 
tree-loving mammal must really 
be a demonic Snorlax hellbent on 
dragging humanity into a sleepy 
damnation.

But is slothfulness actually 
wrong? If slothfulness means 
avoiding responsibility and failing to 
accomplish important, meaningful 
goals, then most likely yes. However, 
if slothfulness means getting more 
than seven hours’ sleep a night 
to improve health and increase 
productivity, then surely there’s 
nothing wrong with that.

A Gallup poll in 2013 found 
that Americans sleep, on average, 
6.8 hours a night, with 40 per cent 
getting less than the recommended 
minimum of seven hours. According 
to Nationwide Children’s Hospital in 
Ohio, teenagers get a little more than 
seven hours of sleep a night, while 
actually needing at least nine. Yet 
society continues to function … if 
only like a frail, untuned clock.

According to the sleep 
neuroscientist Matthew Walker 
at the University of California at 
Berkeley: ‘The number of people 
who can survive on six hours of 
sleep or less without measurable 
impairment, rounded to a whole 
number and expressed as a per cent, 
is zero.’ In fact, most adults need 
between seven and nine hours of 
sleep per night to be healthy.

Not convinced? To really 
appreciate human sensitivity to 
sleep, consider daylight savings time 
(DST). Each year, millions of people 
lose an hour of sleep when clocks 
‘spring forward’ on the first Sunday 
of DST. Like a cruel experiment, we 
watch the health consequences of 

this spring forward: heart attacks 
and even suicides spike the following 
week as bodies are put under stress 
by the sudden change.

Though it might feel like we 
aren’t doing anything when we 
sleep, nothing could be further from 
the truth. During sleep, the fluid-
filled ventricles of the brain open 
so that deadly toxins – including 
the amyloid plaques that cause 
Alzheimer’s disease – can drain.

Volunteers who were kept awake 
for 31 hours straight showed huge 
spikes in the Alzheimer’s causing 
molecule compared with well-rested 
participants. The implications are 
clear – pulling an all-nighter is hardly 
harmless.

Beyond staving off Alzheimer’s, 
sleep generally strengthens the 
immune system and protects us 
against cancer. Because our daily 
sleep cycle, or circadian rhythm, 
appears to regulate many biological 
functions, a night of light sleep 
throws a wrench into the gears of 
health and rejuvenation.

Moreover, we often fail to take 
sleep deprivation as seriously 
as alcohol intoxication, even 
though both immediately impair 
our behaviour and cognition. 
According to Walker: ‘After 20 hours 
of being awake, you are as impaired 
cognitively as you would be if you 
were legally drunk.’ Driving after 
being awake for 24 hours straight 
gives similar levels of impairment 
as driving with a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.1, higher than 
what is considered over the legal 
limit in many jurisdictions.

Walker, the author of the book 
Why We Sleep: Unlocking the Power 
of Sleep and Dreams (2017), also 
points to what is perhaps the most 
appalling irony of all: that doctors – 
the very people who are supposed to 
be caring for our health – are often 
complicit in creating today’s sleep-
deprived culture. New medical 
residents serve 30-hour shifts, and 
this sleep deprivation affects not 
only them but also their patients. 

Indeed, Walker states that: ‘Residents 
working a 30-hour shift are 460 per 
cent more likely to make diagnostic 
errors in the intensive care unit 
relative to when they’re working 16 
hours.’ Doctors’ lack of sleep might 
literally be killing patients.

We have a cultural problem in the 
West. From bosses to self-help gurus 
to school administrators, responsible 
and otherwise intelligent people 
who should know better advocate 
that we sleep less and accomplish 
more.

Even when we’re not explicitly 
told to sleep less, advice that often 
passes for wisdom leaves little space 
for eight hours of sleep a night. 
Consider the retired US Navy SEAL, 
author and podcaster Jocko Willink, 
who relentlessly encourages his 
followers to wake up before the crack 
of dawn. Sure, waking up at 4:30am 
and hitting the gym can be a healthy 
habit – if you’re in bed by 9:30pm. 
Willink himself goes to sleep around 
11pm or midnight, but admits that 
more sleep is healthier.

‘We are with sleep where we were 
with smoking 50 years ago,’ Walker 
said on a recent podcast. ‘We had all 
of the evidence about the … disease 
issues, but the public had not been 
aware, no one had adequately 
communicated the science of, you 
know, smoking to the public. The 
same I think is true for sleep right 
now.’

As we plough recklessly through 
the night, coffee cup in one hand and 
smartphone in the other, we curse 
sleep while slumbering in a deeper, 
mental sense. True slothfulness isn’t 
sleeping eight hours a night – it’s 
ignoring our health and taking on 
important responsibilities in an 
underslept state. As we update our 
values based on empirical evidence, 
it might be only a matter of time 
before society appreciates the true 
wisdom of the sloth.

(Joel Frohlich is a PhD student 
at the University of California, Los 

Angeles, where he is examining 
biomarkers of autism spectrum 

disorders. He is also senior editor at 
Knowing Neurons.)
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Indeed Time for Naga ReckoningAnd Now We Want Good Government Officers
T

he Naga political movement 
does not belong to any section 
or groups and individual, but it 
belongs to every section, groups 

and individual, and henceforth it deems 
to be regarded of the outmost profession-
alism to procure political emission emu-
lating standard common dispensation of 
political equity – nothing short of which 
will suffice otherwise lest we become so 
persuaded by unowned rhetoric, opinion 
and responsibility. The Naga issue is not 
a secession agenda although the propo-
nents who intertwined among themselves 
over their priorities leave behind a trailof 
themselves racing to succeed and over-
throw each other in their quest to attain 
powerand engrave the party symbol prior 
to the collective definition of what Naga 
solution signifies. Naga solution is the sal-
vation of the Nagas and just so this is clear, 
the people are not against or is at anytime 
confirming to discriminate any political 
groups including NSCN (IM) and the oth-
ers. Neither does the people appeal to any 
placement that is non inclusive of peo-
ple’s mandate and comprising of peoples’ 
rights. 

To be shoved and nailed to a political 
graveyard is the pressing matter the con-
senciousNagas are quivering and that’s 
what the fuss is allabout. If we are denied to 
secure a correct political placement with-
out being able to question and hold the 
power-that-beaccountable, we have failed 

ourselves miserably. And if the people have 
failed, the nation has failed. There is no na-
tion without total rights...not a democratic 
one at least. It is obvious our problems are 
manifold in different varieties; corruption 
to integration and else. But the contraption 
to process solution is rather convenient 
and it could be that simple. To accommo-
date all the NNPGs along with people; we 
have consistent public personalities well 
equipped with common political knowl-
edge: Dr. Salikyu, K. Hoshi, Z. Lohe, T. Solo 
etc. are some few listed among many calib-
ers…who could capably represent the peo-
ple and securing a definitive conclusion to 
boldly fast track solution and shifting the 
growth trajectory of the Nagas from the 
face of history.

There should not be personal or group 
agenda involved and mere mind games to 
claim our political right and identity from 
India and the world. Our claim is genuine 
and our problems and lives real. To respect 
our rights is to reciprocate equally with 
others, such is the natural order of things. 
To embark with our neighbors naturally is 
to respect and regard their human condi-
tions as well, their limitations and consid-
eration too. Together us and them, we can 
find common grounds to grow and share 
and live amicably without hindering the 
other. There is so much human brother-
hood can achieve if only we are close with 
reality and find embrace with our rights.

T Y Tikhir

W
e all want good 
government of-
ficer. One who 
is honest, works 

sincerely and willing to sac-
rifice for the people without 
bothering much about his 
or her family or relatives. But 
what we generally makes out 
of a government officer often 
go like this; church building 
construction- donation from 
government officers, church 
fundraise or lottery sell or cal-
endar sell- donation from gov-
ernment officers, church jubi-
lee celebration- donation from 
government officers, church’s 
ministry financial crisis- dona-
tion from government officers, 
missionary sponsorship- do-
nation from government offic-
ers, student union fundraise- 
donation from government 
officers, various village unions 
fundraise- donation from gov-
ernment officers, any sports 
event or any social or cultural 
event in a village or a town or 
sometimes even in thick jun-
gle- donation from govern-
ment officers, a beauty pageant 
contest anywhere in Nagaland- 
donors ticket for government 
officers, a buffet or a thanksgiv-

ing sell, free health camp or a 
revival or a youth camp- again 
donation from government 
officers, Naga national work-
ers from A to Z groups finan-
cial problem- donation from 
government officers, NGOs or 
small self help groups work or 
program-donation from gov-
ernment officers, chief guest or 
guest of honour at any event- 
again government officers 
will be invited and expected 
to donate prize money, natu-
ral calamities- donation from 
government officers. From stu-
dent union meetings to jubilee 
celebrations, from pity tithes to 
luxurious church guest house 
construction, from overground 
to underground, be it women 
or children or student, every-
thing from top to bottom, in 
this small place called Naga-
land the government officers 
gives out or are expected to 
give out the lion share. What 
does a government officer gets 
in return? If he or she is honest, 
upright and sincere in work- a 
transfer to a remote place as re-
ward where their services can-
not be optimally used. In some 
cases a government officer gets 
transferred even three to four 

times in a year when their kids 
are in school or give them an 
uncultured officer tag or a de-
motion after labeling unfound-
ed charges against them for ex-
ercising their due rights for the 
welfare of the people.

And then after all this, we 
the people want good govern-
ment officers while we are busy 
running around for a backdoor 
appointment for our near and 
dear ones proudly protruding 
our chest for what they have 
done in previous election. Most 
preachers preaches and so does 
most leaders on how to serve 
in government jobs as a good 
public servant with both their 
hands stretching out far and 
wide for a coercive donation 
for their varied fantasies. Yes 
people, demand for a good and 
upright officer, scream out loud 
and cry, pray and fast. What’s 
wrong in it? Let us keep asking, 
demanding and complaining 
but let us not change our ways, 
have our hearts as crooked as 
it can possibly get. If incase we 
get good officers lets burden 
them to corruption. If the offic-
ers don’t bend to our tone then 
let him or her be made to pay 
the price with his own blood 

and flesh.
God is watching from 

above. The corners and the 
roads we take, at the end, be it 
a minister or a government of-
ficer, we the people gets what 
we deserves. What we want 
and what we do seem to be as 
opposite as north and south 
poles. Our lips and hands 
seem to be far away from each 
other as east and west. Our 
expectations and what we 
actually deserve are as high 
and low as heaven and earth; 
they never meets. Hence the 
proof- government schools 
don’t perform well, our files 
don’t move up fast and often 
get rejected because of clerical 
error, police can’t perform to 
its full potential, government 
hospitals don’t perform up to 
the mark, roads and bridges 
are pathetic, water supplies, 
electricity, transport and com-
munication are crippling, sala-
ries are not paid on time, gov-
ernment aids do not reach the 
rightful people and most of all 
we produce spineless young-
sters. Ultimately, who is paying 
the price? Ain’t we got what we 
deserve?

 Dr. Tialiba Longkumer
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the ‘Special Retreat Session, in Johannesburg, South Africa on Friday, 
July 27.

PTI

Modi-Xi agree to maintain ‘momentum’ in ties; 
Chinese defence minister to visit to India next month

Took citizenship of Antigua last year 
to expand business — Mehul Choksi

Female student enrolment 
lowest in institutes of 
national importance – AISHE

India must recognise water 
crisis early – Niti Aayog

Running out of patience; agitation 
if SC/ST Act not restored – LJP

CID probe begins into 
sale of infants at Ranchi

Jaitley sees GST rate cut on cement, ACs, TVs with rise in revenue

Johannesburg, July 27 
(PTI):  Pr ime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
have agreed that the Chi-
nese defence minister will 
visit India next month as 
part of the efforts to main-
tain the “momentum” 
generated by their recent 
meetings.

Modi, who is here to 
attend the BRICS Summit, 
met Xi for the third time in 
nearly three months last 
evening after their two-day 
informal summit in the 
Chinese city of Wuhan in 
late April and a bilateral 
meeting on the sidelines of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation Summit in 
Qingdao, China in June.

“It  is  important to 
maintain this momentum 
and for this we should, at 
our level, regularly review 
our relationship and give 
proper instructions when-
ever required,” Modi told 
Xi in his opening remarks.

He told the Chinese 
leader that their recent 
meetings have given a new 
strength to bilateral ties 
and also provided new op-
portunities for coopera-
tion.

President Xi said that 
the Chinese side is ready 
to work with the Indian 
side to carry forward the 
fresh impetus of bilateral 
relations since their infor-
mal meeting in Wuhan, 
China’s state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

He called on the two 
sides to strengthen stra-

New Delhi, July 27 (PTI): 
Fug it ive  d ia ma n ta ire 
Mehul Choksi, allegedly 
involved in over USD 2 
billion scam in Punjab 
National Bank, claims he 
had taken Antigua citizen-
ship last year to expand his 
business as the passport 
of the Caribbean nation 
provides visa-free travel to 
132 countries, local media 
in Antigua reported.

In a statement issued 
by his attorney David Dor-
sett on the diamantaire’s 
behalf, Choksi said there 
was no truth in the allega-
tions levelled by the Indian 
government, the Daily Ob-
server, a newspaper in An-
tigua, reported.

Choksi, who was alleg-
edly the partner-in-crime 
of his nephew Nirav Modi 
in the banking fraud, re-
fused to say anything fur-
ther on the issue, on the 
advice of his lawyers.

“I can however state 
that I lawfully applied to 
be registered as a citizen 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
under the Citizenship by 
Investment Program. Dur-
ing the course of my ap-
plication I did all that was 
lawfully required of me to 
do. My application for citi-
zenship was in due course 

approved,” the statement 
published in the newspa-
per said.

Choksi had taken the 
citizenship of Antigua in 
November 2017, and oath 
of allegiance on January 
15 this year, according to 
a local newspaper Antigua 
Observer.

“My application was 
motivated by my desire to 
expand my business inter-
est in the Caribbean and to 
obtain visa-free travel ac-
cess to 130 or so countries,” 
the statement said, adding 
that he was in the United 
States in January 2018 for 
medical treatment. 

“Having received treat-
ment I am still in a state 
convalescence. That being 
the case I have decided to 
reside in Antigua and Bar-
buda,” it read.

After it emerged that 
Choksi had moved to the 
Caribbean country in July 
and also taken a local pass-
port, the CBI wrote to An-
tiguan authorities seeking 
the whereabouts of the 
fugitive diamantaire.

The CBI, in its com-
munication sent to Anti-
guan authority, has cited 
diffusion notice issued by 
the Interpol against the 
fugitive businessman and 

sought details of his move-
ment and his present loca-
tion.

The Antigua Govern-
ment has indicated that it 
may consider “a legitimate 
request” from India to send 
back Nirav Modi and Me-
hul Choksi.

Nirav Modi and Choksi 
are being investigated by 
the ED and the CBI after 
it was detected that they 
allegedly cheated the Pun-
jab National Bank of more 
than Rs 13,400 crore with 
purported involvement of 
a few of the lender’s em-
ployees.

The scam, which re-
portedly began in 2011, 
was detected in January 
this year, after which PNB 
officials reported it to the 
probe agencies. Choksi 
and Nirav Modi fled India 
in January this year nearly 
a fortnight before the scam 
was detected.

Choksi’s actions show 
that he had planned his 
escape and subsequent 
life in advance knowing 
that the scam would blow 
up after the retirement of 
PNB employee Gokulnath 
Shetty, who was allegedly 
helping him with renewal 
of letters of undertaking, 
sources had said.

New Delhi, July 27 (PTI): 
The enrolment of female 
students is lowest in the 
institutions of national 
importance, followed by 
state private open uni-
versities and government 
deemed universities, ac-
cording to the All India 
Survey of Higher Educa-
tion (AISHE).

The report, which was 
released by Union Minis-
ter of Human Resource 
Development Prakash 
Javadekar today, said the 
Gross Enrolment Ration 
(GER) in higher educa-
tion in the country is 25.8 
per cent, which is calcu-
lated for 18-23 years of 
age group.

“Share of female stu-
dents is lowest in Institu-
tions of National Impor-
tance, followed by state 
private open universities 
and deemed universities 
(government). The total 
enrolment in higher edu-
cation has been estimat-
ed to be 36.6 million with 
19.2 million boys and 17.4 
million girls. The girls 
constitute 47.6 per cent 
of the enrolment,” the 
survey report for 2017-18 
said.

The GER for male 
population is 26.3 per 
cent and for females it is 
25.4 per cent. For Sched-
uled Castes, it is 21.8 per 
cent and for Scheduled 
Tribes it is 15.9 per cent as 
compared to the national 
GER of 25.8 per cent, it 
said.

Mo re  m a l e s  w e re 
awarded PhD degrees 
during 2017, maximum 
of them being in science 
stream.

“34000 students were 
awarded PhD-level de-
grees during 2017, with 
20,179 males and 14,221 
females. At PhD-level, 
maximum number of 
students  tur n out  is 
in science stream, fol-
lowed by Engineering 
and Technology. On the 
other hand, at PG-level 
maximum students turn 
out is observed in social 
science followed by man-
agement stream,” the 
survey report said.

Uttar Pradesh comes 
at number one with the 
highest student enrol-
ment, followed by Ma-
harashtra  and Tamil 
Nadu. 

The total number of 
foreign students enrolled 
in higher education is 
46,114 and top 10 coun-
tries constitute 63.4 per 
cent of the total foreign 
students enrolled. 

The AISHE was initi-
ated in the year 2011 to 
prepare a robust data-
base on higher educa-
tion. 

Since then, seeing the 
usefulness of data col-
lected during the first 
year of survey, the gov-
ernment decided to make 
this survey an annual 
exercise of data collection 
in the higher education 
sector.

N e w  D e l h i ,  Ju l y  2 7 
(IANS): Terming Yamu-
na a “dead river”, NITI 
Aayog Vice Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar on Friday 
said the “enormity of the 
water crisis” was not be-
ing recognized in India, 
and that 10 large cities 
would completely go dry 
by 2030.

“Unfortunately, NITI 
Aayog has to point out 
that 600 million people 
live in water-stressed 
areas and by 2030, our 
demand for water may 
double,” Kumar said at 
Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Me-
morial youth conclave on 
‘Creating Livable Planet 
Earth’. 

The government’s 
think tank last month 
came out with a report 
on the country’s water 
crisis. 

It was a “supreme iro-
ny” that the country was 
facing the crisis despite 
receiving plentiful rains, 
he remarked.

“Some 30 years ago, 
water was transported to 
Gujarat by trains as 700-ft 
deep wells in that state 
were filled with arsenic. 
These situations can be 
reversed, but the work 
has to start now...no more 

delays,” he said.
“Yamuna is a dead 

river… and the enormity 
of the water crisis is not 
being recognized in this 
country... soon 10 larger 
cities in India are going 
to face dead-stop period 
by the year 2030. Soon 
water in this country will 
not only be priced but 
become unavailable one 
day,” he said. 

In order to curtail sew-
age getting dumped in 
the Yamuna, Kumar said 
the NITI Aayog had come 
up with a bio-digester toi-
let system which was first 
discovered in Antarctica. 
If the new initiative is 
implemented, the coun-
try would not require any 
more sewage transport 
systems, he added.

“I have been trying 
to push this into the sys-
tem for the last seven 
months...but I am being 
pushed back all the way,” 
he said.

Remembering Abdul 
Kalam, who said that 
every citizen of the coun-
try should have a ‘right 
to water’, he said “mere 
rights will not make that 
happen...entitlements 
have to come with re-
sponsibility”. 

New Delhi, July 27 (IANS): 
Declaring that it was “run-
ning out of patience”, 
NDA const i tuent  Lok 
Janshakti Party (LJP) on 
Friday warned of an agi-
tation if an ordinance to 
strengthen the SC-ST Act 
was not promulgated and 
the Chairman of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal was 
not removed by August 9.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Chirag Paswan, 
party MP and son of Union 
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, 
said people from the SC 
and ST communities were 
feeling betrayed as the BJP-
led NDA government had 
not issued an ordinance 
“as yet” to overturn the 
Supreme Court’s March 
20 order that “diluted” the 
original SC-ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act and on 
top of that appointed Jus-
tice A.K Goel, “who ruled 
against the Act”, as NGT 
Chairman.

“We are running out of 
patience as no action has 
been taken to restore the 
Act as yet. On April 2, agita-
tions were held across the 
country. Similar agitations 
have been announced by 
some organisations on 
large-scale on August 9. 
We want the government 

to bring an ordinance to 
restore the Act before that. 
Our Dalit Sena will take to 
the streets if it is not done,” 
he said.

“Also, we want removal 
of Justice Goel from the 
post of NGT Chairman.” 

He said the govern-
ment’s decision to appoint 
retired SC judge Goel as 
Chairman of National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) had 
sent a message to these 
communities that the gov-
ernment had awarded the 
judge who was one of the 
judges of the two-member 
bench that ‘diluted’ provi-
sions of the Act. 

“We have been asking 
the government to restore 
the provisions of the Act as 
soon as possible as people 
are sad and disappointed 
with the SC order. Also, 
Goel’s appointment as NGT 
Chairman is being seen as 
an award,” Paswan said.

The Chairman of the 
LJP Parliamentary Board 
demanded the introduc-
tion of reservation in pri-
vate sector jobs and plac-
ing reservation in the 9th 
schedule of the Constitu-
tion to counter the Op-
position charge that the 
government was bent on 
ending quotas in education 

and government service. 
Replying to questions, 

the Jamui MP said party 
President Ram Vilas Pas-
wan would decide the par-
ty’s next course of action 
based on the government’s 
response to the demands.

He said the party had 
faith in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi but ex-
pressed concern if the gov-
ernment was listening to 
the appeals and demands 
made by the party. “Had the 
government been listening 
to us, the situation would 
not have come to this pass,” 
he said.

Paswan said the party 
had aligned with the NDA 
(National Democratic Alli-
ance) since it was assured 
that the interests of people 
from the SC and ST com-
munities “would not be 
hurt”. 

He also added that his 
party was still with the gov-
ernment and was pushing 
for its demands while be-
ing within the government. 
“We will not take any step 
like the TDP”, he said in ref-
erence to the ruling party 
in Andhra Pradesh, which 
quit the NDA earlier this 
year over the demand for 
special category status to 
the state.

Ranchi, July 27 (IANS): 
Jharkhand Police’s CID has 
begun investigations into 
a case involving the sale 
of several newborns at the 
Nirmal Hriday home of 
the Missionaries of Charity 
here, official sources said 
on Friday.

The Crime Investiga-
tion Department’s Inspec-
tor Mohammad Nehal, ap-
pointed the Investigating 
Officer, began the probe 
on Thursday and took into 
custody documents and a 
copy of the FIR from Kotwali 
police station.

A CID official said af-
ter going through the case 
files, shelter home officials 
and the couples who “pur-
chased” the babies will be 
questioned. 

The racket in the sale of 
infants at the Ranchi shelter 
home came to light on July 

3, with reports of the sale 
of at least six children to 
childless couples in the past 
one year. A police case was 
registered on July 4.

The Missionaries of 
Charity is a philanthropic 
organisation founded by 
Mother Teresa.

The FIR said that a child 
born to an unwed girl stay-
ing in the home was sold to a 
couple from Uttar Pradesh. 
Two sisters of Nirmal Hri-
day, Konsilia and Meridian, 
were questioned in the case 
and police claimed they 
“confessed” to their crime.

Sister Konsilia and a 
staffer of Missionaries of 
Charity were arrested and 
four children recovered, 
based on their informa-
tion.

The Missionaries of 
Charity claimed implica-
tion in a false case.

New Delhi, July 27 (PTI): Union 
Minister Arun Jaitley today exud-
ed confidence that GST rates on 
cement, ACs and televisions will 
be cut as tax revenues increase, 
and only luxury and sin goods 
will attract the highest slab of 28 
per cent.

In a Facebook post, Jaitley 
termed the pre-GST indirect tax 
regime, during which most of 
the household items attracted a 
levy of 31 per cent, as “Congress 
Legacy Tax”.

The past one year, he added, 
has seen rate reduction in 384 
commodities. 

Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), which subsumed 17 lo-
cal taxes, was rolled out on July 
1, 2017.

“Today, the 28 per cent cat-
egory is being phased out. Bulk of 
these items remaining in this cat-
egory are only luxury items or sin 
goods. The other items outside 
the luxury sin goods category are 
cement, air-conditioners, large 
screen televisions and a handful 

of others,” Jaitley said. 
“Hopefully, with further ex-

pansion of revenues, these few 
items may also witness a change 

of category. Thus within a record 
period of thirteen months, the 
GST Council has almost phased 
out the 28 percent category. It 

is only a matter of time that the 
final obituary of the Congress 
Legacy Tax’ is written. Only the 
luxury-sin tax would remain,” 
he said. 

Referring to services sector, 
he said 68 different categories of 
services have witnessed their rate 
reduction. 

“The net revenue loss which 
Government have suffered on 
account of the reduction of tax 
on goods and services is about 
Rs 70,000 crore. Since State Gov-
ernments have been guaranteed 
a 14 per cent increase over their 
pre-GST revenues for the first five 
years, this burden has entirely 
been borne from the share of 
the Central Government,” Jaitley 
said.

The tax reduction has re-
duced the cost to the consum-
ers, increased his purchasing 
capacity and added to the in-
creased consumption in the 
economy. 

He said taxes on all house-
hold items stand reduced from 

28 per cent to 18 per cent and 12 
per cent. 

“All items of construction, 
except cement, stands reduced. 
Most white goods stand reduced. 
There is no better opportunity for 
consumers to make purchases 
than in the environment which 
the GST has created. It is an op-
portunity to celebrate the biggest 
tax reform since Independence, 
which has replaced Congress 
Legacy Tax’ with a good and sim-
ple tax’,” Jaitley said.

The GST Council in its meet-
ing last week had decided to re-
duce taxes on 88 items, like sani-
tary napkins, fridge, small screen 
TV, washing machine, footwear, 
among others. The new tax rates 
became effective from today.

As of today, only 35 goods, 
including cement, automobile 
parts, tyres, automobile equip-
ments, motor vehicles, yachts, 
aircrafts, aerated drinks, betting 
and demerit items like tobacco, 
cigarette and pan masala, attract 
highest GST rate of 28 per cent.

tegic communication, 
increase mutual trust, 
promote practical coop-
eration, as well as cultural 
and people-to-people ex-
changes, strengthen dia-
logue and properly manage 
differences, it said. 

At Wuhan, Modi and Xi 
had decided to issue “stra-
tegic guidance” to their 
militaries to strengthen 
communications to build 
trust and understanding, 
a move aimed at avoiding 
a Doklam-like situation in 
the future.

Modi said the Johan-
nesburg meeting has pro-
vided one more opportu-
nity to them to strengthen 

their closer developmental 
partnership.

Briefing the reporters 
about the meeting, Foreign 
Secretary Vijay Gokhale 
said the two leaders reaf-
firmed their readiness to 
give the necessary direction 
to their militaries to en-
hance communication be-
tween them and to main-
tain peace and tranquility 
in the border areas.

“They were satisfied 
with the efforts being made 
by the officials of the two 
sides to strengthen bilat-
eral engagements and to 
implement some of the un-
derstandings and decisions 
that the two leaders had 

reached at Wuhan,” he said.
Prime Minister Modi 

also expressed his willing-
ness to send National Se-
curity Adviser Ajit Doval to 
China this year for the Spe-
cial Representative-level 
boundary talks, he said.

G o k h a l e  s a i d  t h e 
two sides had agreed at 
Qingdao that the Chinese 
ministers for defence and 
public security would travel 
to India this year.

“It was decided that 
these two visits would take 
place in August and Octo-
ber, respectively,” the for-
eign secretary added.

In Beijing, Chinese De-
fence Ministry spokesman 

Senior Colonel Ren Guo-
qiang confirmed that State 
Councilor and Defense 
Minister General Wei Feng-
he “plans to pay a friendly 
official visit to India” at 
the invitation of his Indian 
counterpart Nirmala Sith-
araman.

“We have provided a 
top-level design for bilat-
eral ties in a macroscopic 
perspective and a timely 
fashion, which is conducive 
to mobilising the positive 
elements of all sectors in 
both countries and uniting 
the wills of the 2.6 billion 
people of the two coun-
tries, so as to form a force 
that would push bilateral 
ties into the future,” Xi told 
Modi.

Gokhale said both the 
leaders also remarked that 
in the last few months mu-
tual trust has increased 
between the two sides.

President Xi once again 
conveyed to Prime Minister 
Modi that he is very happy 
to accept his invitation to 
visit India for an informal 
summit, the second one, 
next year and both sides 
also agreed to follow up on 
a number of issues, the for-
eign secretary added.

They also agreed that 
the high-level people-to-
people mechanism which 
would be established be-
tween the two sides will 
also meet this year, he said.

One of the important is-
sues which Prime Minister 
Modi raised with President 
Xi at his previous meetings 
is of how the two sides can 

enhance Indian exports to 
China particularly agricul-
tural exports.

“It has been decided 
that an Indian trade del-
egation will be travelling to 
China on August 1 and 2. 
Among the issues they will 
discuss are exports of soya, 
sugar and non-basmati rice 
and they will also look at 
the possible import of urea 
from China,” he said.

Prime Minister Modi 
also mentioned about the 
pharma sector and cited a 
Chinese movie titled ‘Dying 
to Survive’ which is based 
loosely on the role that the 
Indian cancer drugs play in 
saving the life of the main 
character of the movie, 
Gokhale said, adding that it 
was decided that an Indian 
pharmaceutical delegation 
will visit Shanghai, China 
on August 21 and 22 for 
talks.

Xi said that as major 
emerging market econo-
mies, as well as vindica-
tors and contributors of 
the current international 
order, China and India 
should strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation, while 
exploring a new model 
for regional cooperation, 
upholding multilateralism, 
championing economic 
globalization and striving 
for a more just and rational 
international order, Xin-
hua reported.

President Xi and Prime 
Minister Modi will meet 
again at the margins of the 
G20 summit in Argentina at 
the end of this year.

File photo: Arun Jaitley
PTI
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Seoul, July 27 (IANS): 
North Korea has returned 
the remains believed to 
be of 55 American troops 
killed during the Korean 
War (1950-53) as part of 
an agreement between US 
President Donald Trump 
and Pyongyang leader Kim 
Jong-un during the Singa-
pore Summit.

A US Air Force C-17 
aircraft on Friday carried 
the remains of the soldiers 
from Wonsan (North Korea) 
to Osan airbase in South 
Korea where a repatria-
tion ceremony will be held 

on August 1, Yonhap news 
agency reported.

Onboard the aircraft 
were also members of the 
UN Command Korea. It is 
believed that the remains 
of the 55 soldiers were re-
turned this time, but their 
remains will need to be fo-
rensically tested to ensure 
they were indeed slain US 
troops. 

T h e  W h i t e  Ho u s e 
immediately hailed the 
move as a “momentum for 
positive changes” by the 
communist nation in line 
with the bilateral summit 

agreement between US 
President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader 
Kim-Jong Un in Singapore 
on June 12.

“Today, (Kim) is fulfill-
ing part of the commitment 
he made to the President 
to return our fallen Ameri-
can service members. We 
are encouraged by North 
Korea’s actions and the 
momentum for positive 
change,” the White House 
said.

General Vincent K. 
Brooks, chief of the com-
mand and US Forces Korea, 

said the mission was suc-
cessful and added: “Now, 
we will prepare to hon-
our our fallen before they 
continue on their journey 
home.”

US President Donald 
Trump expressed his grati-
tude to the North Korean 
leader, saying it was a “great 
moment for so many fami-
lies after so many years”.

“Thank you to Kim Jong 
Un,” he tweeted.

The South Korean gov-
ernment called it “mean-
ingful progress” conducive 
to building mutual trust. 

“(We) expect efforts by par-
ties concerned to further 
accelerate for promoting 
peace and stability on the 
Korean Peninsula,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Noh 
Kyu-duk said.

The Defence POW 
(Prisoners of War)/MIA 
(Missing in Action) Ac-
counting Agency will in-
spect the remains before 
a formal repatriation cer-
emony. Then the remains 
will be sent to a forensic 
lab in Hawaii. It may take 
months of detailed DNA 
analysis to determine how 
many American service 
members can be identified.

The repatriation came 
as the two Koreas and the 
US marked the 65th an-
niversary of the signing of 
the armistice that ended 
the Korean War.

More than 326,000 
Americans fought along-
side soldiers from South 
Korea and a UN coalition 
during the war to support 
the South against the Com-
munist North.

Thousands of US mili-
tary personnel from the 
Korean war remain unac-
counted for and most of 
them -- about 5,300 -- were 
lost in what is now North 
Korea. The missing US sol-
diers are among around 
33,000 coalition troops still 
unaccounted for. Since 
1990, North Korea has re-
patriated the remains of 
340 US troops. 

The repatriation was 
welcomed by relatives who 
have waited decades for 
progress.

Islamabad, July 27 (PTI): Mahesh Kumar 
Malani of the Pakistan Peoples Party’s 
(PPP) has become the first Hindu candi-
date to win a National Assembly seat, 16 
years after non-Muslims got the right to 
vote and contest on general seats in the 
country. 

Malani contested and won the Nation-
al Assembly (NA-222) Tharparkar-II seat in 
southern Sindh province, after defeating 
14 candidates, the Dawn reported.

He received 1,06,630 votes while his 
opponent, Arbab Zakaullah of the Grand 
Democratic Alliance, garnered 87,251 
votes.

Malani, a Pakistani Hindu Rajasthani 
Pushkarna Brahamin politician, was a 
member of parliament from 2003-08 on a 
reserved seat, nominated by the PPP. 

In 2013, Malani became the first non-
Muslim Member of the Provincial As-
sembly after winning the Tharparkar-III 
general seat of the Sindh Assembly.

He had served as the chairperson of the 
Sindh Assembly’s Standing Committee on 
Food, apart from being members of vari-

ous standing committees during the last 
government’s tenure.

Non-Muslims got the right to vote and 
contest on general seats of the parliament 
and provincial assemblies in 2002 after the 
then president Gen (retd) Pervez Mushar-
raf made amendments in the Constitution.

They also have reserved seats in the 
Senate, national and provincial assem-
blies.

Ten seats are reserved for minorities in 
the National Assembly, which are allotted 
to parties on the basis of the number of 
seats they have in the parliament.

Women and non-Muslims in Paki-
stan get two opportunities to become a 
lawmaker: first by contesting elections 
on 272 general seats from anywhere and 
after getting the nomination from a party 
having representation in the National 
Assembly. 

In March this year, PPP’s Krishna Ku-
mari from Tharparkar became the first 
Hindu woman to be elected to the Sen-
ate. She was elected to a reserved seat for 
women from Sindh.

Washington, July 27 (PTI): A key Con-
gressional committee has unanimously 
passed a crucial bill on Tibet under 
which Chinese officials responsible for 
discriminating against Americans who 
try to enter Tibet would be banned from 
entering the US. 

The bill titled ‘The Reciprocal Access 
to Tibet Act’, seeking unhindered access 
to Tibetan areas to US officials, journal-
ists and common citizens, something 
which is routinely denied by the Chi-
nese government, now moves to the 
House of Representatives. 

The legislation seeks to ensure that 
Americans are given the same access 
to Tibet that Chinese citizens have to 
the US. 

It was passed by the House Judiciary 

Committee on Wednesday. 
Congressman Jerrold Nadler, rank-

ing member of the Committee, said that 
the bill is important because it can help 
expose human rights violations taking 
place in Tibet.

For Tibetans, restricted access to the 
region leaves them in virtual isolation 
from the rest of the world...while also 
precluding international witnesses to 
the Chinese government’s continuous 
violations of the Tibetans’ human rights 
which include arbitrary arrests, torture, 
heightened surveillance and severe re-
strictions on religious freedom,” he said.

The bill, which was introduced 
by Congressmen Jim McGovern and 
Randy Hultgren, now has more than 50 
cosponsors in the House. A companion 

bill was also introduced in the Senate 
by Senators Marco Rubio and Tammy 
Baldwin and has now eight co-sponsors.

In his remarks, Congressman Steve 
Chabot warned that China is seeking 
to undermine the rules-based interna-
tional order virtually every day. 

Although China tries to keep the 
rest of the world out of Tibet, the 
Chinese government is sending a 
growing number of state delegations 
to Western countries and creating 
new state-controlled media outlets in 
capitals around the globe, including 
Washington DC, he said. Congress-
man Zoe Lofgren aid the Reciprocal 
Access to Tibet Act would help make 
sure China’s relationship with the US 
is fair and reciprocal.

Beijing, July 27 (IANS): At 
least 86 people have been 
killed and around 23 mil-
lion have been affected 
due to floods, landslides 
and other natural disasters 
in China, official disaster 
relief authorities said on 
Friday.

Zhang Jiatuan, spokes-
person for the Office of 
State Flood Control and 
Drought Relief Headquar-
ters, said floods had af-
fected around 2.18 million 
hectares (around 5.4 mil-

lion acres) of farmland and 
destroyed 30,000 houses, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported. At least 13 people 
were missing. The Water 
Resources and the Finance 
Ministries assigned funds 
worth 1.7 billion yuan 
($250 million) for the af-
fected areas.

Large parts of China, 
especially the southern 
regions, get affected every 
summer by torrential rains 
and typhoons, causing sev-
eral deaths.

Islamabad, July 27 (IANS): 
In a major setback to the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz,  i ts  long-term 
stronghold province in 
Pakistan has been finally 
breached as 18 independ-
ent candidates on Thurs-
day decided to ally with 
former cricketer Imran 
Khan’s Tehreek-e-Insaf to 
form next PTI government 
in Punjab.

The province was being 
ruled by the Sharif fam-
ily since 1988 who were 
confident of forming the 

government this time too, 
Geo News reported.

It is believed that Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
had fielded comparatively 
weak candidates against 
the independent candi-
dates with the hope that 
they would join the party 
after winning elections.

PML-N had got an over-
whelming majority in 2013 
polls in Punjab, however, 
with preliminary results 
from 252 constituencies 
available with Election 
Commission of Pakistan, 

PTI has taken lead in the 
province after claiming 
victory on 97 seats while 
PML-N is close behind with 
96 seats. 

Punjab holds the sta-
tus of a “kingmaker” for 
being the most populous 
state and having the largest 
number of seats in the Na-
tional Assembly (141). The 
party winning the Punjab 
will have their doors open 
for power in Islamabad 
since the province contrib-
utes maximum seats in the 
National Assembly.

New York, July 27 (PTI): Two radio 
hosts in New Jersey, who called 
America’s first Sikh-American Attor-
ney General Gurbir Grewal “turban 
man” on air, have apologised for 
their racist remarks and have been 
slapped with a 10-day suspension 
for using “demeaning and inappro-
priate” language.

Dennis Malloy and Judi Franco, 
who host the “Dennis and Judi 
Show” on NJ 101.5FM, were talking 
about Grewal’s decision to suspend 
marjiuana prosecutions in New 
Jersey when they repeatedly called 
him the “turban man” yesterday.

In the remarks termed as “xeno-
phobic and racist”, Malloy had said 
he was never going to know Gre-
wal’s name and will instead just call 
him “guy with a turban”.

As the audio of their show went 
viral, the radio hosts drew wide-
spread criticism for their remarks 
against the state’s top law enforce-
ment official.

Malloy issued an apology on 
Franco’s and his behalf in a video 
message.

“On behalf of Judy and myself, 
I want to convey our very heartfelt 
apology to the state attorney gen-
eral of New Jersey for the comments 
that came out on our show.

“He certainly deserves much 

more respect than that and impor-
tantly to the Sikh and South Asian 
community of New Jersey with 
which we’ve had a very strong and 
close relationship with over the past 
20 years,” Malloy said.

The radio staton announced 
that it had suspended the pair for 
10 days, and they will not be on air 
until August 6.

New Jersey 101.5/WKXW-FM 
president Ron deCastro said in a 
statement that the station took the 
comments “seriously” and echo the 
pair’s sincere apology to Grewal and 
his family, as well as the Sikh and 
Asian communities.

“Dennis and Judi are known for 
their plainspoken brand of humor, 
but in this case, the language used 
was clearly demeaning and inap-
propriate. New Jersey is a state that 
is rich in diversity, and our radio sta-
tion has served as the people’s voice 
for nearly 30 years,” deCastro said.

The station will use the incident 
as a “learning moment” to further 
a dialogue of inclusiveness for all 
residents of the state.

Malloy said in a statement on 
the station’s website that their show 
had been unscripted and free form 
and they use humour and sarcasm 
to make a point and add colour to 
the broadcast.

“In this instance, we were off 
the mark. It was a mistake we both 
deeply regret. We respect all cultures 
and beliefs and are deeply sorry for 
the pain caused to the Sikh com-
munity, our co-workers and our 
beloved listeners,” Malloy said.

He said they cherished the re-
lationship they have with the Sikh 
and South Again communities.

“We feel very bad for any hurt 
that we may have caused or undue 
attention that they certainly didn’t 
want or ask for,” Malloy said.

Hours after the radio hosts 
made the comments, Grewal, 44, 
posted on Twitter that he had faced 
such “indignity” before and called 
on people to end small-minded 
intolerance.

“This is not the first indignity 
I’ve faced and it probably won’t 
be the last. Sometimes, I endure it 
alone. Yesterday, all of New Jersey 
heard it. It’s time to end small-
minded intolerance,” Grewal tweet-
ed yesterday.

Grewal, who was previously 
Bergen County Prosecutor, became 
the nation’s first Sikh state attorney 
general after the state Senate ap-
proved his nomination this year.

Grewalis born to Indian im-
migrant parents in Jersey City and 
was raised in the state’s Hudson and 
Bergen counties.

In a sharp response, Grewal 
later tweeted, “My name, for the 
record, is Gurbir Grewal. I’m the 
61st Attorney General of NJ. I’m a 
Sikh-American. I have 3 daughters. 
And yesterday, I told them to turn 
off the radio”.

Several top state government 
officials and advocacy groups ral-
lied behind Grewal, extending their 
support and expressing outrage 
against the show’s hosts for their 
remarks. 

Grewal thanked New Jersey 
Governor Phil Murphy, Hoboken 
Mayor Ravi Bhalla, Senate President 
of New Jersey Steve Sweeney and 
US Senator from New Jersey Cory 
Booker for their support.

United Nations, July 27 (PTI): The United Na-
tions is at risk of running out of cash, the UN 
chief has warned, urging member states to pay 
their mandatory contributions on time and in 
full to ensure that the world body can continue 
to deliver on its key mandates. 

In a letter to UN staff, Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said he had written to mem-
ber states regarding the troubling financial 
situation facing the United Nations .

Caused primarily by the delayed contribu-
tions of member states to the regular budget, 
this new cash shortfall is unlike those we have 
experienced previously, he wrote in the letter. 

Our cash flow has never been this low so 
early in the calendar year, and the broader 
trend is also concerning: we are running out 
of cash sooner and staying in the red longer, 
the letter stated.

As of July 26, as many as 112 member 
states, including India, have paid their regular 
budget dues in full. India made a payment of 
17.91 million dollars on January 29 this year. 

At the end of June this year, the amount of 
money paid by member states for the 2018 as-
sessment stood at around USD 1.49 billion. In 
the corresponding period last year, the amount 
paid to the regular budget was just over USD 
1.70 billion. 

So far this month, Iraq, Moldova, Japan, 
Lithuania and Mexico have paid their contri-
butions, leaving the outstanding amount owed 
for 2018, at nearly USD 810 million. 

A total of 81 nations are yet to pay their reg-
ular budget dues. These include Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, Israel, Maldives, Pa-
kistan, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Sudan, Syria, 
the United States and Zimbabwe.

The United States is the biggest contributor 
to the United Nations, paying 22 per cent of the 
USD 5.4 billion core budget and 28.5 per cent 
of the USD 7.9 billion peacekeeping budget. 

US Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley had 
said that other countries need to “step up” and 
pay a bigger share, adding that Washington’s 
contribution will be capped at 25 per cent. 

Last year, the UN had agreed on USD 5.4 
billion budget for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. 

?The US had negotiated a reduction of over 
USD 285 million from the budget, saying the 
“inefficiency and overspending” of the UN 
are well known and it will “no longer let the 
generosity of the American people be taken 
advantage of or remain unchecked”.

Guterres said he has appealed to member 
states to pay their assessments on time and in 
full, and highlighted the risk the current situa-
tion poses to the delivery of mandates and to 
the reputation of the organisation.

His spokesman Stephane Dujarric told 
journalists here that the UN fully understands 
that some member states operate on different 
fiscal timetables, but unlike in previous years, 
the cash flow has never been this low, so early 
in the calendar year.

He also said the UN does not have much fi-
nancial flexibility and relies on member states 
to pay their dues on time and in full. 

Dujarric added that the UN Secretariat 
would now be looking into ways of reducing 
expenses, with a focus on non-staff costs.

Ramallah, July 27 (IANS): A 
young Palestinian man has 
been shot dead after he stabbed 
three Israelis near their settle-
ment, south of this West Bank 
city, the Israeli Army and the 
Palestinian Health Ministry 
said.

A statement issued by the 
Israeli Army said the man was 
shot dead right after he car-
ried out the stabbing attack on 

Thursday night in the settle-
ment of Adam near here.

The identity of the 17-year-
old Palestinian has not been of-
ficially confirmed, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Photos of the young man 
published by Palestinian social 
media activists though said he 
was called Ahmad Abu Ayoosh, 
and was from Koober village, 
north of here.

The Israeli media reported 
that the attacker went into one 
of the houses in the settlement 
and stabbed the three -- two of 
whom were said to be in critical 
condition.

It also reported that the 
Israeli Army was chasing a car 
which was believed to be car-
rying another Palestinian who 
provided assistance to the at-
tacker.

Washington, July 27 (PTI/AP): The 
White House says President Donald 
Trump is “open to visiting Moscow” 
once he receives a “formal invitation” 
from Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders says in a statement that Trump 
“looks forward to having President Pu-
tin to Washington after the first of the 
year” and “is open to visiting Moscow 

upon receiving a formal invitation.” 
Trump had initially invited Putin 

to Washington this fall for a follow-up 
meeting to their Helsinki summit, 
but Trump national security adviser 
John Bolton changed the timeline 
this week, saying Trump now believes 
it should take place “after the Russia 
witch hunt is over” and “after the first 
of the year.”

N Korea returns remains of US 
soldiers killed in Korean War 

PPP’s Mahesh Malani becomes first Hindu 
candidate to win on general NA seat

US Congressional panel passes crucial bill on Tibet 86 killed, 23 mn. affected 
by China floods, landslides

18 independent candidates in 
Punjab pledge support to PTI

US radio hosts apologise for calling first Sikh-American Attorney ‘turban man’

‘UN at risk of 
running out of cash’

Palestinian killed after stabbing three IsraelisTrump open to visiting Moscow 
visit if Putin invites him

AP/PTI

A U.N. honor guard carries a box containing remains believed to be from American servicemen killed during the 1950-53 Korean War after 
arriving from North Korea, at Osan Air Base in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, Friday, July 27, 2018. The U.N. Command says the 55 cases of war 
remains retrieved from North Korea will be honored at a ceremony next Wednesday at a base in South Korea.  

AP/PTI

FILE - In this Jan. 16, 2018, file photo, Gurbir Grewal is sworn in before testifying in front 
of the senate judiciary committee in Trenton, N.J. WKXW-FM radio hosts Dennis Mal-
loy and Judi Franco are receiving heavy criticism for repeatedly referring to Grewal, the 
state’s attorney general, as “turban man” on air, Wednesday, July 25, The Record reports. 
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Bollywood actor Priyanka Chopra and American singer-songwriter 
Nick Jonas arrive for Akash Ambani and Shloka Mehta’s engagement 
ceremony, in Mumbai on Thursday, June 28, 2018.  

Rapper Cardi B, who recently gave birth to her daughter, has pulled out of Bruno Mars’ 24K Magic 
tour. The rapper was announced as a special guest for the last leg of Mars tour in February.
Cardi took to Twitter and said that she thought she would be physically capable of returning to 
the stage but she underestimated the “whole mommy thing”.  “I thought that after giving birth to 
my daughter that 6 weeks would be enough time for me to recover mentally and physically. I also 
thought that I’d be able to bring her with me on tour, but I think I underestimated this whole mom-
my thing,” the rapper said. “Not only am I just not ready physically, I’m not ready to leave my baby 
behind since the doctors explained it’s not healthy for her to be on the road,” she added. Cardi also 
thanked Mars for understanding her decision. “I hope you guys understand .This have been such a 
hard decision. I want to thank @brunomars for understanding,” she wrote. In return, Mars shared 
some kind words of support for Cardi and said she is doing the “right thing”. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2 pm, 8 pm: Sahib Biwi Aur 
Gangster 3 (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Mission 
impossible - Fallout (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Priyanka Chopra, 
Nick Jonas engaged, 
reports US media

Metallica use streaming data to plan live setlists, claims Spotify boss

Abu Salem sends legal 
notice to ‘Sanju’ makers 
for ‘defamatory’ remarks

Schwarzenegger praises 
Fiji’s environment leadership

‘Mission Impossible 6’ is impossible to miss

Marilyn Manson cancels Toronto show

A
ctress Priyanka 
Chopra and 
pop singer 
Nick Jonas are 
engaged after 

two months of dating, the 
US media has reported.

People.com has 
quoted a source as saying 
the couple got engaged 
a week ago on Priyanka’s 
36th birthday on July 18 
while the two were in 

London.
Jonas closed down a 

Tiffany store in New York 
City to buy an engage-
ment ring, according to 
the insider.

“They are so happy,” 
the source told people.
com.

A source close to Jonas 
said the singer is “very, 
very happy.”

“His friends and fam-

ily have never seen him 
like this, and they’re all 
really excited for him. He’s 
definitely very serious 
about her,” the source 
added.

Priyanka and Jonas 
had made their relation-
ship public earlier in the 
month of June, but they 
are yet to officially com-
ment on it.

Meanwhile, Bol-
lywood director Ali 
Abbas Zafar on Friday 
announced Priyanka’s exit 
from his film “Bharat” in 
a cryptic tweet alluding to 
her beau.

He said the reason for 
her opting out in the “Nick 
of time” is “very special”.

Over the last sev-
eral weeks, Priyanka and 
25-year-old Jonas have 
been spotted on several 
dates, including a dinner 
date in New York City and 
a Beauty and the Beast 
Live in Concert show in 
Los Angeles.

Priyanka was also 
seen celebrating 
July 4 -- the Ameri-
can Independence 
Day -- with Nick’s 
family. Nick earlier 
visited India with 
the “Quantico” 
actress to meet her 
friends and family. 
The couple has been 
sporting similar gold 
rings.

IANS

S
potify CEO Daniel Ek 
claims that Metal-
lica use data from the 
streaming service to 
plan specific setlists 

based on what’s popular in a 
particular city.

The thrash giants like to mix 
up their setlists and wrapped 
up a European tour in May in 
support of their latest album 
Hardwired… To Self Destruct. 

Quartz Media say that Ek 
shared the news with the com-
pany during an earnings call this 
week.

Ek is reported to have said: 
“You have an artist like Metallica, 
who changes their setlist on a 
city-by-city basis just by looking 
at Spotify data to see which the 
most popular songs happened to 
be in that city.

 “We’ve never before been at 
a place in time where you could 
make as many informed deci-
sions and understand your audi-
ence as well as we can do now as 
an artist.”

Speaking with Baltimore 

radio station 98 Rock last year, 
drummer Lars Ulrich gave an 
insight into the makeup of the 
band’s varied setlists.

He said (via Blabbermouth): 
“I’ll sit and look at the last couple 
of times we played – whatever 
city we’re in, I’ll look at the last 10 

years worth of shows from that 
particular city. 

 “Obviously, there’s certain 
songs we ‘have’ to play, but then 
there’s the deeper cuts – and the 
deeper cuts I always try to vary. 
I try to vary six or eight of the 
deeper songs so you give fans a 

different setlist and a different 
experience.” 

Metallica will head back out 
on the road from September on 
the next leg of their WorldWired 
tour, with dates planned across 
North America into 2019.

Loudersound. com

G
angster Abu Salem, serving a life 
sentence in the 1993 bomb blasts 
case, has sent a legal notice to the 
makers of “Sanju” over what he 
claimed to be “malicious” and “de-

famatory” remarks made against him in the film 
based on Bollywood actor Sanjay Dutt’s life.

The notice was sent recently by his lawyer 
Prashant Pandey to “Sanju” director Rajkumar 
Hirani, co-producer Vidhu Vinod Chopra, 
besides production houses the Rajkumar Hirani 
Films, Vinod Chopra Films and Fox Star Studio.

The notice alleged that “baseless, mali-
cious and defamatory remarks” have been 
made against the extradited gangster in Dutt’s 
biographical film that features Ranbir Kapoor in 
the lead role.

Referring to a particular scene in the movie, 
it said, “The scene, where Ranbir Kapoor (who 
plays Dutt) gives a confessional statement about 
possession of arms and ammunition during 
communal tension around our country in 1993, 
is defaming my client (Salem), as my client 
never supplied arms and ammunition to Sanjay 
Dutt, as pictured in the film.” 

The notice claimed that Salem was nowhere 
involved in supplying of arms and ammunition 
to Dutt and it can be justified by the evidence 
given by the approvers in the blasts case.

The notice said the “baseless” allegations 
made in the film has “injured reputation” of 
Salem.

The lawyer, through the notice, has asked 
the makers to delete the said scene from the 
movie within 15 days of the receipt of the legal 
notice.

“Failing this, my client may take appropriate 
legal action for such wrongdoings,” the lawyer 
said.

Salem is serving a life sentence in the Mum-
bai serial blasts case and currently lodged in 
Taloja jail in adjoining Navi Mumbai.

The bombings in the financial capital on 
March 12, 1993 had killed 257 people and 
injured 713 others.  The 50-year-old gangster 
was extradited from Portugal in 2005. Besides 
the blasts case, Salem is facing charges in several 
other criminal matters.

PTI

A
ctor, author and 
former professional 
body-builder Ar-
nold Schwarzeneg-
ger applauded 

Fijian Prime Minister Voreqe 
Bainimarama’s climate lead-
ership and congratulated him 
on hosting a critical gathering 
of the region’s leaders.

The Climate Action 
Pacific Partnership (CAPP) 
Conference in Suva saw the 
launch of the Pacific Talanoa 
Dialogue, as part of a series 
of dialogues directed to raise 
ambition in implementing the 
Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“Prime Minister Frank 
Bainimarama, I want to 
congratulate you for this 
great event ... I’m currently 
shooting ‘Terminator 6’ and 
so this is why I’m not there. 

Otherwise, I would have been 
there, because this is a terrific 
event,” Schwarzenegger said 
in a video address.

He added: “And you have 
shown terrific leadership. Un-
believable, I mean, you are re-
ally kicking some serious butt, 
so we are very, very proud of 
you. So thank you very much 
for everything that you do and 
you are a great leader in the 
environmental movement. 
Thank you.”

Schwarzenegger and 
Bainimarama, both known 
worldwide for their climate 
advocacy, established a 
warm relationship at the 
23rd Conference of the Par-
ties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (COP 23), according 
to a Fijian government state-
ment on Friday.

IANS

P
aris has never 
pulsated with 
more panache. 
Could it be be-
cause cinema’s 

greatest living superstar is 
chasing down the villains 
on the cobbled streets 
of this beautiful city? Or 
is it just the fact that this 
instalment of Mission 
Impossible is impos-
sibly entertaining, wildly 
engaging and finally 
more profoundly satisfy-
ing than the action genre 
permits.

From Bernardo 
Bertolucci’s Last Tango In 
Paris to …ahem, Aditya 
Chopra’s Befikre, Paris 
has always been favour-
ite haunt of filmmakers 
on a passionate prowl. 
Passion doesn’t perpetu-
ally pertain to the pelvic 
province. The fierce 
dedication with which 
Tom Cruise performs the 
action scenes in this film 
makes you realize why 
he is who he is. The mojo 
is not always about sex. 
Tom Cruise is seductive 
because he treats action 
scenes like high-quality 
sex.

Every time Cruise 
returns as Ethan Hawke 
we wonder how he will 
better the stunts. The 
answer, dear friends, is 
blowing in the Parisian 
winds. Why just Paris! 
This time as he sets out 
to save the world from a 
nuclear-toting apocalyp-
tic organization known as 
the Apostles, Cruise stops 
by to go where angels fear 
to tread.And he comes 
out errr, Trumps.

Cruise’s skyscraper-
level derringdo makes all 
the other major action 
heroes of Hollywood look 
like contestants on Kha-
tron Ke Khilari. He ups 
the action ante without 
making a brouhaha of his 
breathtaking skills. There 

is an action sequence 
on a helicopter where 
we see Cruise leaping to 
what would almost surely 
be death for ordinary 
mortals.

Be prepared to miss a 
few heartbeats when Mr 
Cruise jumps.

I suspect Tom Cruise 
is the only screen hero 
who can actually defy 
death. He doesn’t fudge 
the stunts. In this film the 
compelling camerawork 
by Rob Hardy(who earlier 
did the astonishing cin-
ematography in Annihila-
tion ) falls back in awe to 
watch Mr Cruise perform 
some of the most impos-
sible daredevilry made 
utterly credible by an 
actor who acts not for the 
camera or for the thrills. 
But simply because 
there are some impos-
sible peaks of valour to 
conquer.

And yet it is not all 
about the action alone. 
No. Mission Impossible 
Fallout packs a solid 

scriptural punch. The 
twists and turns that take 
Cruise’s Ethan Hawke 
through a spectacu-
larly heroic binge never 
slackens its pace. Don’t 
look for popcorn space in 
the 2 ½ hour marathon of 
monumental hi jinks. 

While Cruise takes 
complete and uncondi-
tional control of the plot, 
the secondary characters 
are never outlined in a 
shadow.Sharply drawn 
and projected in pockets 
of finely-edited narration 
every actor is beamed in a 
joyful light.

This time I found 
the female characters 
empowered by adrena-
line. Maybe it’s Cruise’s 
company that makes 
them so electrifying. But 
Vanessa Kirby as an arms 
dealer and Rebecca Fer-
gusson as Ethan Hawke’s 
colleague add fuel to the 
fire.Their personality 
undergoes tremendous 
changes in the course 
of the plot. Only Ethan 

Hawke remains rock-
steady in his heroism. He 
is undoubtedly the first 
among non-equals.

This is indeed the 
most persuasive Mis-
sion Impossible film 
to date. The slickness 
never slackens.While 
Tom Cruise’s star power 
remains etched at the 
acme, this time there is 
also a rousing compelling 
plot propelling Cruise 
through several countries 
and places(including 
Kashmir, though ‘Kash-
mir’ here seems fudged) 
with no respite from the 
action in sight.

At the end of the film I 
did feel as if the team was 
in a monstrously manipu-
lative mood, not willing to 
let us off the hook for even 
a split second. But there is 
a wonderful sense of grati-
fication in being manipu-
lated by hands that knows 
what it is doing

And who knows this 
better than Ethan Hawke?

IANS

M
arilyn 
Manson 
was last 
night 
forced 

to cancel his appear-
ance in Toronto at the 
last minute due to an 
“unforeseen illness.”

Manson and Rob 
Zombie are on the 
road together on The 
Twins Of Evil: The 
Second Coming tour, 
but those turning up 
to see the shock rocker 

were left angry and 
disappointed when it was 

revealed he wouldn’t be 
appearing.

As fans were gathering for the 
show at the city’s Budweiser Stage, 
an announcement was made from 
the stage saying: “Marilyn Manson 
will not be performing tonight due 
to an unforeseen illness.”

Zombie went ahead with his set 
and gave an impromptu take on 
Manson’s cover of The Eurythmics 
track Sweet Dreams (Are Made Of 
This).

Zombie said at the end of the 
song: “Imagine how good it would 
sound if we rehearsed!”

Footage of the announcement 
and fans’ reaction, along with Zom-
bie’s cover, can be seen below.

The tour is scheduled to contin-
ue on Saturday night in Montreal.

Loudersound. com

Cardi B pulls out of Bruno Mars’ tour

PTI

In this handout provided by Paramount Pictures and Skydance Hollywood Director Christopher McQuarrie 
and actor Tom Cruise interact behind a scene on the set of Mission Impossible - Fallout. 

Film: ‘Mission Impossible 6’ ; Starring: Tom Cruise, Rebecca 
Fergusson, Sean Harris ; Director: Christopher McQuarrie
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Burnley goalkeeper Nick Pope (M) could be on the sidelines for a long spell after 
suffering what manager Sean Dyche fears is a "serious" shoulder injury in the 
Europa League qualifier with Aberdeen.

Danushka Gunathilaka

Andy Murray and Victoria Azarenka

Zlatan Ibrahimovic

Mohammad Salah

Reinhard Grindel

Sania Mirza

Cristiano Ronaldo can settle his Spanish tax woes out of court.

Spain's taxman OKs Ronaldo 
multi-million tax settlement

German FA boss admits mistakes in Ozil 
affair but rejects racism accusations

Sania sets sights on 2020 Olympics

Murray, Azarenka handed wild cards for Cincinnati Open

Sri Lanka's Gunathilaka gets six-match ban for misconduct

Burnley goalkeeper Pope suffers shoulder injury

Tsüngremmong 
angling competition 
at Mopungchuket

Liverpool must ease scoring 
burden on Salah — Milner

Ibrahimovic helps Galaxy 
fightback in 'El Trafico'

Madrid, July 27 (AFP): 
Spanish tax authorities 
have given their ok for foot-
ball superstar Cristiano 
Ronaldo to pay close to 19 
million euros ($22 million) 
to settle a tax fraud claim, 
prosecutors said Friday.

Prosecutors in Madrid 
said the deal with tax au-
thorities and Ronaldo's ad-
visors also includes a two-
year jail sentence which he 
won't serve.

Sentences of up to two 
years are generally not 
implemented in Spain for 
first-time offenders in non-
violent crimes.

The 33-year-old former 
Real Madrid striker, who 
has moved to Juventus, 
appeared in court last July 
near Madrid to answer four 
counts of tax evasion.

Procecutors allege the 
five-time Ballon d'Or win-
ner hid income generated 
in Spain from his image 
rights from tax authorities.

He is alleged to have 
used companies in low-
tax foreign jurisdictions 
-- notably the British Virgin 
Islands and Ireland -- to 
avoid having to pay the tax 
otherwise due.

In 2014, Spanish au-
thorities say he was late in 

declaring that year just 11.5 
millions euros of revenue 
earned in Spain for the pe-
riod 2011-2014 when his 
earnings in his country of 
residence totalled 43 mil-
lion euros.

The Spanish taxman 
also found he did not de-

Colombo, July 27 (Reuters): 
Sri Lanka all-rounder Da-
nushka Gunathilaka has 
been banned for six in-
ternational matches for 

breaching code of conduct 
regulations, the country’s 
cricket board said on Friday.

Sri Lanka Cricket, the 
national governing body, 

London, July 27 (AFP): 
Burnley goalkeeper Nick 
Pope faces an anxious 
wait to learn how long 
he might be on the side-
lines after suffering what 
manager Sean Dyche 
fears is a "serious" 
shoulder injury in the 
Europa League match 
with Aberdeen.

The 26-year-old -- 
part of England's World 
Cup squad and who 
made his international 
debut against Costa Rica 
earlier this year -- had 
to go off after a collision 
with Aberdeen striker 
Sam Cosgrove.

"Nick has gone to 

hospital and it certain-
ly looks more serious 
than not serious at this 
stage," said Dyche.

"It was a bit of a 
needless challenge.

"When he responds 
to stop the ball going in I 
think the lad has caught 
his arm and knocked it 
back, so we'll just have 
to wait and see."

Dyche's side -- ap-
pearing in European 
competition for the first 
time in over 50 years 
-- had to come from 
behind to secure a 1-1 
draw in the Europa 
League qualifier first leg 
clash. 

Berlin, July 27 (Reuters): 
German Football Associ-
ation (DFB) head Rein-
hard Grindel on Thursday 
said he should have made 
clearer that racism is unac-
ceptable after midfielder 
Mesut Ozil quit the national 
team citing “racism and 
disrespect” over his Turk-
ish roots.

Ozil, who plays for Eng-
lish Premier League club 
Arsenal, was criticised for 
having his photograph tak-
en with Turkey’s authoritar-
ian President Tayyip Erdo-
gan in May.

Ozil and Ilkay Gundo-
gan, a team mate of Turkish 
descent who also posed 
with Erdogan, were jeered 
by German fans in warm-
up games before the World 
Cup in Russia.

Grindel rejected Ozil’s 
accusations that the DFB 
had been racist but said he 
regretted the photograph 
had been misused to justify 
“racist words”.

“In retrospect, as presi-
dent I should have clearly 
said what is obvious for 
me personally and for us 
as an association, namely 
that any form of racism is 
unbearable, unacceptable 
and intolerable,” he said in 
a statement.

The 29-year-old’s de-

Dubai, July 27 (IANS): Out 
of action for a long period 
with a chronic knee injury 
and now her first pregnan-
cy, ace Indian player Sania 
Mirza is hopeful of hitting 
the tennis court for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics.

In a recent interview to 
Gulf News, former Doubles 
World No.1 Sania, who is 
likely to become a mother 
in October, shared insights 
of her personal life and her 
wish to be back on the court 
before the Olympics.

"We are still in 2018 
and my goal is obviously to 
try and come back to 2020 
Olympics," Sania said. 

"It's a realistic goal to set 
because it will be the end 
of the year after I have my 
child," she added.

Speaking about herself, 

the 31-year-old said: "I have 
not followed the ‘traditional 
women route' in my life. I 
have always been the odd 
one out and I am glad that 
I was one."

"My parents have al-
ways supported all my de-
cisions, so whether I was 
playing tennis in Hyder-
abad at a time when no-
body dreamed of playing 
tennis or winning Wimble-
don or marrying the person 
that I loved or having a child 
after eight years of our mar-
riage, I have always lived life 
on my own terms," Sania 
added.

Sania further said that 
Sports has been one of the 
best teachers in her life.

"Sport has given us both 
(Sania and Shoaib Malik) a 
lot, but it has also taken a 

clare 28.4 million euros 
in image rights agreed for 
2015-2020, leaving 14.7 mil-
lion owing.

His legal team had 
blamed the affair on a sim-
ple different interpretation 
of which revenue he was 
obliged to declare in Spain.

Had the case gone fur-
ther, without the player of-
fering a full settlement, he 
could have faced a fine of a 
reported 28 millions euros 
as well as a three-and-a-
half-year jail term, accord-
ing to the Spanish tax office 
union Gestha.

Ronaldo's big La Liga 
rival, Barcelona's Argentin-
ian star Lionel Messi, paid 
a two-million-euro fine in 
2016 in his own tax wrangle 
and received a 21-month 
jail term.

The prison sentence 
was later reduced to a fur-
ther fine of 252,000 euros 
equivalent to 400 euros per 
day of the original term.

lot from us to achieve what 
we have. But we understand 
the pressures, both on and 
off the field," she said.

"Sport has taught us how 
to take victories and de-
feats. It has taught us how to 
bounce back," Sania added.

Bengaluru, July 27 (Re-
uters): Former world num-
ber ones Andy Murray and 
Victoria Azarenka have 
been handed wild cards 
to compete at the Cincin-
nati Open next month, the 
tournament's organizers 
have said.

Murray pulled out of 
this year's Wimbledon say-
ing his right hip was still not 
ready for the demands of a 
Grand Slam. That was after 
the Scot made a comeback 
in June at Queen's Club 
following almost a year 
out with the injury that 
required surgery in Austra-
lia in January. Two-times 
grand slam winner Azaren-
ka, who won the Cincinnati 
Open in 2013, will return to 
the women's draw for the 
first time since 2016 as she 
continues her comeback 

Dimapur, July 27 (EMN): As part of the Tsün-
gremmong Hornbill Festival Mokokchung, the 
Mopungchuket Community Tourism Society 
will be organising an angling competition in 
association with the government of Nagaland 
at Süngkotenem lake, Mopungchuket. 

The competition will be held on August 1 
and 2 and tickets for the competition will be 
available at the venue as well as at 'Outdoor' 
shop, Kichuchar Complex, Mokokchung. 

Total cash prize for the competition will be 
worth INR 50,000. The competition would in-
clude prizes for the top three biggest catches, 
most number of catches and highest gross 
weight of catches, and will be held on 'one 
person, one prize' basis.  The winners of the 
competition will be adjudged on the basis 
of both days of the competition. Interested 
individuals can register for the competition 
with INR 500 for the two-day competition. 
Only two fishing rods and one food cage will 
be allowed per angler.

Bengaluru, July 27 (Reuters): 
Mohamed Salah is capable of 
delivering another season chock 
full of goals at Liverpool but his 
supporting cast must pick up 
the slack to ease the burden on 
the Egyptian forward, midfielder 
James Milner has said.

Salah scored 44 goals in 52 
games for Liverpool as they 
reached the Champions League 
final and finished fourth in the 
Premier League.

“He is more than capable 
of doing that. There is pressure 
when you have had one good 
year to deliver again but he is a 
top player ... He’s going to keep 
on improving,” Milner told re-
porters.

“We need to keep improving 
as a side with him as well, and 
make sure that all the pressure 
is not on his shoulders to de-
liver goals and get us out of tough 

cision to quit triggered a 
public debate in Germany 
about its relations with its 
largest immigrant commu-
nity. Ozil was a key member 
of the team that won the 
2014 World Cup and was 
voted German Player of the 
Year a record five times in 
public ballots.

A DeutschlandTrend 
poll showed only 14 per-
cent of Germans blamed 
the DFB for the affair, 

though 47 percent held 
Ozil and the DFB equally 
responsible.

Erdogan has said the 
treatment of Ozil was racist 
and unacceptable.

Wolfgang Schaeuble, 
speaker of parliament and 
one of Germany’s most se-
nior politicians, was highly 
critical of the DFB, telling 
the RND newspaper group 
it was a “shame” it had let 
the Erdogan photo affair 

blow up as it had.
“A clever person could 

and should have stopped all 
of that happening,” he said, 
adding that footballers, be-
ing so young, often needed 
guidance.

“As a football fan I’m sad 
that Ozil’s era in the nation-
al jersey ended like this,” 
he said. “As a politician, I 
regret that a pile of mistakes 
and misunderstanding has 
harmed integration so. But 

Los Angeles, July 27 (AFP): 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic helped 
launch another dramatic 
fightback as Los Angeles 
Galaxy overturned a 2-0 
deficit to snatch a 2-2 draw 
with Los Angeles Football 
Club in their "El Trafico" 
derby on Thursday.

In another pulsating 
edition of Major League 
Soccer's newest city rivalry, 
Galaxy conjured two goals 
in the final eight minutes to 
grab a share of the points at 
LAFC's Banc of California 
Stadium.

The Western Confer-
ence duel echoed the two 
teams' first meeting in 
March, when LAFC blew a 
2-0 lead before sliding to a 
3-2 defeat after two goals 
from Ibrahimovic on his 
debut.

On Thursday, the for-
mer Swedish international 
striker was involved again 
as Galaxy staged a repeat 
Houdini act to claim a draw.

LAFC had looked to be 
cruising to victory after 
goals in the opening 20 
minutes from Mexican 
international striker Carlos 
Vela and veteran midfield-
er Lee Nguyen.

But with Bob Bradley's 
side seemingly poised to 
take all three points, Gal-
axy battled back.

that’ll be overcome with 
time.”

Ozil said Grindel had 
blamed him for Germany’s 
group stage elimination 
from this year’s World Cup, 
their earliest exit from the 
tournament in 80 years, 
and considered him a Ger-
man when the national 
team won but an immi-
grant when the side lost.

Grindel said the per-
sonal criticism had affected 
him.

“I feel even more sor-
ry for my colleagues, the 
many volunteers and staff 
at the DFB caught up (in 
accusations of) racism,” he 
said. “I decisively reject this 
- both for me personally 
and for the association.”

He said he and the DFB 
believed in diversity, soli-
darity, and non-discrimi-
nation and promised the 
DFB would use the debate 
stoked by Ozil’s departure 
as an opportunity to redou-
ble its integration efforts.

He also said the DFB 
would do a post mortem 
of the team’s poor perfor-
mance in Russia and added 
it hoped to win the bid to 
host the Euro 2024 tourna-
ment - for which Turkey 
is also bidding. UEFA will 
hold a meeting on Sept. 27 
to choose between them.

Ibrahimovic created 
the first goal, showing great 
determination down the 
right flank to whip in a 
cross for Romain Alessan-
drini to sweep home on 82 
minutes.

Four minutes later, a 
terrible blunder from An-
dre Horta gifted Galaxy 
their second.

There appeared to be 
little danger when Horta 
picked up the ball in the 
Galaxy half.

But a wayward back 
pass to goalkeeper Tyler 
Miller went straight to Gal-
axy forward Ola Kamara.

Kamara duly rounded 
Miller and tucked away the 
finish to seal a dramatic 
draw.

The draw leaves LAFC 
second in the Western Con-
ference, three points adrift 
of leaders FC Dallas, who 
have played a game fewer.

Galaxy remain in fourth 
spot.

following a prolonged legal 
battle over the custody of 
her son Leo last year.

"The resumes for Vika 
and Andy really speak for 
themselves," tournament 
Director Andre Silva told the 

organizers' website.
"I think many tennis 

fans are eager to see each of 
them back on the court, and 
we are pleased to offer them 
both wild cards to play the 
Western & Southern Open."

A further seven players - 
three men and four women 
- will be handed wild cards 
for the tournament, which 
begins on Aug. 11, around 
two weeks before the U.S. 
open starts on Aug. 27.

situations. “
Apart  from the departed 

Philippe Coutinho, Roberto Firmino 
and Sadio Mane were the only other 
Liverpool players to surpass the 10-
goal mark last season with 27 and 
20 goals.

had launched an inquiry 
into alleged misconduct 
by the 27-year-old and 
had suspended him from 
all forms of international 
cricket at the conclusion 
of the second test against 
South Africa.

G u n a t h i l a k a  w a s 
banned for three matches 
by SLC last October for mis-
conduct during the home 
series against India and was 
also handed a suspended 
sentence of an additional 
three matches over a one-
year period.

“Out of the total six 
matches, three matches 
have been handed over 
for the latest violation of 
the ‘Player Code of Con-

duct and Contractual Ob-
ligation’ he has entered to 
with Sri Lanka Cricket,” the 
board said in a statement.

“ W h i l s t  a n o t h e r  3 
matches are given from a 
suspended sentence of one 
year, which Gunathilaka 
was already serving since 
18th October, 2017, for 
breaching the ‘Player Con-
tract,’ in an earlier occa-
sion.”

Gunathilaka, who has 
played five tests, 33 one-
day internationals and 15 
twenty20 matches, will 
also lose his match fee for 
the second test against 
South Africa along with 
any bonus or other related 
payments.
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Neikethozo of Ziekezou SC (in orange) vies for the ball with 
Ruokuovolie of Khriekesa FC during their league match at the 
Kohima local ground on Friday.

EM Images

Britain's Geraint Thomas, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, Netherlands' Steven Kruijswijk, right, and 
Slovenia's Primoz Roglic, center rear, climb Col du Tourmalet pass during the 19th stage of the Tour de France 
with start in Lourdes and finish in Laruns, France on Friday July 27.

Medal winners of various categories with officials of NTA and others after the prize distribution ceremony on Friday.

Tetiana Kalachova, left, and Christine Michelet, members of the female 
team of amateur cyclists completing the Tour de France route to raise 
awareness for women's cycling and promote the return of the women's 
Tour, in Carcassonne, France on July 23.

KFL: Khriekesa FC come from behind 
to snatch a point against Ziekezou SC

Thomas retains Tour lead as 
Froome loses podium spot

Bremen snap up Everton misfit 
Klaassen for reported club record

Team DYRS emerge overall champs of Nagaland Taekwondo C'ship

Langer entrusted with Australia T20I selection powers

Ladies first: 13 female cyclists completing Tour de France

Teams standing after round 3
Our Correspondent

Kohima, July 27 (EMN): 
Khriekesa FC came from 
behind to snatch a 2-2 draw 
against Ziekezou Sporting 
Club at the Kohima local 
ground on Friday.  

Playing in the second 
edition of the Kohima Foot-
ball League organised by Ko-
hima Town Club, Ziekezou 
SC were denied three points 
as second half goals from 

Ruokuovolie Phewhuo and 
Vimelie helped Khriekesa 
FC to snatch a point during 
the encounter.

Ziekezou SC could have 
topped the table with a win 
but blunders in the second 
half pushed them down 
below Sechu Zubza in the 
point table tally.  After the 
end of round three, Sechu 
Zubza lead the table with 7 
points (+4 goal difference) 

Kohima, July 27 (EMN): 
Debutant team Depart-
ment of Youth Resources 
& Sports (DYRS) emerged 
as the overall champions 
of the 31st Nagaland State 

Taekwondo Champion-
ship that was organised 
by Nagaland Taekwondo 
Association (NTA) at the 
Indira Gandhi Stadium in 
Kohima on Friday.

Players of DYRS partici-
pated in the state level Tae-
kwondo championship as 
a team for the first time as 
earlier they used to come as 
players of Kohima District 

Taekwondo Association.
Clinching a total of 

24 medals, including 21 
golds, two silver and one 
bronze in different cat-
egories of the fights, team 

Melbourne, July 27 (IANS): 
Australia's new head coach 

Justin Langer have been en-
trusted with the additional 

Laruns (France), July 27 (AP): Geraint 
Thomas retained the yellow jersey on the 
final mountain stage of the Tour de France 
on Friday, while Sky teammate and four-
time champion Chris Froome lost his spot 
on the podium.

Slovenian rider Primoz Roglic won the 
200.5-kilometer (125-mile) 19th leg through 
the Pyrenees with an attack on the danger-
ous descent from the Col d'Aubisque.

Roglic, a former ski jumper who rides for 
Team Lotto NL-Jumbo, finished 19 seconds 
ahead of Thomas, with Frenchman Romain 

Bardet crossing third with the same time.
With the help of a time bonus given to 

the top three finishers, Thomas increased 
his lead over Tom Dumoulin to 2 minutes, 
5 seconds.

Roglic leapfrogged Froome into third 
spot overall, 2:24 behind, while the British 
rider now trails by 2:37.

Only one key stage remains - a 31-ki-
lometer individual time trial through 
the Basque country on Saturday - before 
the mostly ceremonial finish in Paris on 
Sunday.

Berlin, July 27 (AFP): 
Werder Bremen have signed 
Everton misfit Davy Klaas-
sen after paying a reported 
club record of 14 million 
euros ($16.3m) for the Neth-
erlands international, it was 
confirmed on Friday.

The midfielder has quit 
Goodison Park having failed 
to make an impact in the 12 
months since Everton paid 
Ajax £24.30m (27.3m euros) 
for him and Bremen have 
reportedly given Klaassen a 
four-year deal.

Having made just 16 
appearances in total, and 
only three Premier League 
starts for Everton last sea-
son, Klaassen now hopes to 
kick start his career in the 
Bundesliga with Werder.

The Dutch international 
will replace Danish mid-
fielder Thomas Delaney 
who left Bremen for Borus-
sia Dortmund last month in 
a deal reportedly worth 20 
million euros.

Klaaseen is expected to 
be a like-for-like replace-
ment at Bremen for Del-
aney, who scored three 
goals in 32 league games 
last season.

Having been told by 
new Everton boss Marco 
Silva there was no place 
for him in his plans, Klaas-
sen believes he has found 
a suitable home with the 
Bundesliga club.

Lourdes (France), July 27 
(AP): They ride before the 
start of each Tour de France 
stage.

On the same 3,351-ki-
lometer (2,082-mile) route.

Every morning.
Except there won't be 

a podium or prize money 
waiting for them on the 
Champ-Elysees when they 
finish on Saturday, a day 
before the yellow jersey ar-
rives in Paris.

What these 13 women 
hope for, instead, is recogni-
tion, respect, and the return 
of the women's Tour.

''We want a women's 
stage race with the same 
media coverage and the 
same attention as men 
have,'' Tetiana Kalachova 
tells The Associated Press. 
''Not necessarily the same 
roads and not necessarily 
the same quantity of dates, 
but with the same apprecia-
tion.''

Kalachova and her 

teammates rise early every 
day to complete the three-
week challenge.

They have conquered 
the jarring cobblestones of 
Roubaix, daunting ascents 
in the Alps, the foothills of 
the Massif Central, and have 
been pedaling this week 
through the Pyrenees.

''We are trying to prove 
that women, even ama-
teurs, totally clean - no dop-
ing, no special assistance 
- are able for this kind of 
effort,'' Kalachova says.

None of the team, called 
''Donnons des elles au velo'' 
in a play of words meaning 
give women or wings to 
cycling, are being paid for 
their efforts.

Unlike the men, they 
have to contend with nor-
mal traffic as they navigate 
the route. Dirty air from 
heavy trucks washed over 
the women as they depart-
ed Carcassonne for a 218-ki-
lometer stage.

''We respect the traffic 
signs. We stop at red lights. 
We respect the rules,'' Kala-
chova says.

Ideally, the team would 
like the return of the Tour de 
France Feminin, which ran 
alongside the men's event 
from 1984-89, or at least a 
women's stage race that is 
given the same importance 
as the men's.

''Cycling is one of the 
unequal sports,'' Kalachova 
adds.

Dutch star Marianne 
Vos, a two-time Olympic 
champion and three-time 
winner of the women's Giro 
d'Italia, has no doubt wom-
en are physically capable of 
completing a 21-day Tour 
de France.

But Vos, who praised 
the recent development 
of women's cycling, also 
wonders about the feasi-
bility of a women's Tour, 
saying it would impact on 
the existing calendar and a 

No. Clubs Played Won Draw Lost Goals
For

Goals
Against

+/- Points

1 Sechu Zubza FC 3 2 1 - 6 2 +4 7

2 Ziekezou SC 4 2 1 1 9 7 +2 7

3 Twenty XI FC 3 2 - 1 4 5 -1 6

4 Vanguard FC 3 1 1 1 6 5 +1 4

5 New Market FC 3 1 - 2 4 3 +1 3

6 Khriekesa FC 3 - 2 1 3 6 -3 2

7 United 16 FC 3 - 1 2 3 7 -4 1

and a match in hand,  while 
Ziekezou in second with 7 
points in four matches (+2 
goal difference).

In the match, Ziekezou 
SC started the match bright-
ly and took the deserving 
lead in the first half through 
Neikethozo Yhome. He 
scored a stunner from a 
long range kick as the ball 
went pass the keeper into 
the net in the 12th minute.

Ratobe N Poireng with 
his cool finishing scored 
the second goal in the 36th 
minute after his teammate 
latches a through ball for 
him to curl his shot into the 
net. Khriekesa FC looked 
shaky in defense as they 
conceded twice in the first 
half while also failed to reg-
ister a single shot on target.

In the second half, it 
was all Khriekesa side that 
got back into the game with 
counter attacks and better 
ball possession. The team 
broke the deadlock through 
Ruokuovolie Phewhuo. Af-
ter a handball inside the D 
box area gifted them the 
opportunity to score and 
Phewhuo converted the 
spot kick.

The goal rejuvenated 
the Khriekesa FC side as 
they renewed their belief; 
Vimelie restored the parity 
as he scored the equalising 
goal in the 63rd minute for 
Khriekesa FC.

Ziekezou SC tried their 
way to find the winning goal 
and should have taken the 
lead as Neikethozo volleyed 
a long pass into the box for 

Ratobe to score but his shot 
went off the target.

Khriekesa also got their 
chance through Velukho 
Rhakho from a long range 
kick but a alerted goalkeep-
er  Sedekhotuo Sote pushed 
it away for  corner in the 
80th minute.

Ziekezou SC player 
Nipato was then sent off for 
an intentional handball in 
the dying minutes. Khruk-
hoto Resu’s shot was also 
inches away from giving 
Ziekezou the lead again in 
the extra time but that was 
all as the match ended in a 
stalemate.

Saturday's matches 
1st match Vanguard FC vs 

Sechü Zubza at 12 pm
2nd match New Market vs 

United 16 at 2 pm

shorter stage race might be 
preferable.

''Of course it would be 
great to have a (women's) 

Tour de France for 21 days, 
but I don't think it's the best 
thing for women's cycling 
at the moment,'' Vos tells 

the AP.
Tour organizers have 

had a women's race called 
La Course by Le Tour since 
2014. This year's was an 
exciting one-day race won 
in Annecy by defending 
champion Annemiek van 
Vleuten, but it's a long way 
from what ''Donnons des 
elles au velo'' wants.

''It appeared at some 
point because there was a 
demand for it, but a stage 
race would be much more 
interesting,'' Kalachova 
says.

The ''Donnons des elles 
au velo'' project started with 
just three female cyclists in 
2015 and has grown each 
year. This year's team is a 
mix, with about half the 
riders having done the Tour 
before.

''When it happened 
the first year, no one knew. 
Then people started to rec-
ognize. Last year we had 
some mentions on French 

TV,'' Kalachova says.
''Now when we come, 

people scream and encour-
age. They prepare food for 
the breaks or on arrival. 
They write our names on 
the climbs and this is pretty 
awesome.''

Every day, the team 
posts its position publicly so 
others can join at any stage.

''Every single stage this 
year, we've had a double or 
triple peloton. In Brittany, 
we had 120 people on the 
start.

''It's not only because 
we're so cool. It's because 
people are asking the same 
question - where is the 
women's Tour de France? 
They want to see it and 
they're here to support it.''

Kalachova points out 
that fans waiting on climbs 
for the men to arrive are 
looking for entertainment, 
so ''when we arrive it's cra-
zy.''

The famed 21 bends of 

Alpe d'Huez were a particu-
lar highlight, with raucous 
Dutch fans cheering and 
running alongside the rid-
ers.

''They are screaming, so 
you just have to push, you 
stand up, you start pedaling 
hard and even harder. After 
the corner you say, 'Gosh, 
why did I do this sprint? It 
was nothing and now I've 
still five kilometers to the 
(summit)!''' Kalachova says.

''We did it. It was amaz-
ing. But we finished late. As 
we are not professionals, 
we take twice as long as the 
professionals do.''

Their efforts are inspir-
ing younger riders, too. One 
10-year-old girl from the 
U.K. joined for the first stage 
in Noirmoutier-en-L'ile.

Kalachova says, ''She is 
doing so much cycling and 
she is so into it, that we hope 
there will be a women's 
Tour some day and she will 
ride it.''

"It was important to me 
to know exactly where the 
journey was going on the 
pitch and the ambitions of 
the club have convinced 
me," he told the Werder 
website.

"After my exchange with 
(Bremen coach) Florian 
Kohfeldt I have a very good 
feeling that I can make an 
important contribution 
here with my abilities.

"I want to prove that I 
can make a big impact here.

"The head coach wants 
to play a very open and at-
tacking style of football and 
I am really excited about 
that."

Bremen coach Kohfeldt 
headed up a delegation of 
Werder officials who flew to 
England earlier this week to 
convince Klaassen to come 
to north Germany.

"We made our club 

goals very clear to him: what 
we want to achieve, how 
we want to play and what a 
special club Werder is," the 
Bremen boss told magazine 
Kicker.

"With him we brought 
the exact player we wanted 
to Bremen.

"We have been watch-
ing him for a long time and 
are glad that this opportu-
nity has opened up.

"With his strategic 
sense, Davy is able to set a 
rhythm for the game, im-
presses with his creativity 
and is strong and aggressive 
at the same time.

"He will be an strong 
part of our game."

Bremen, who finished 
11th in Germany's top 
flight last season, start their 
2018/19 Bundesliga cam-
paign at home to Hanover 
96 on August 25.

Davy Klaassen

DYRS bagged the overall 
champions.

Dimapur District Tae-
kwondo Association with 
15 golds, six silver and 
seven bronze medals were 
runners-up.

Director of Youth Re-
sources and Sports, Im-
tirenla Jamir along with 
Additional Director Rato 
Pusa and other sports of-
ficers, NTA President Pele 
Khezhie and colleagues 
gave away the awards to 
the winners.

Tuensang District Tae-
kwondo Association was 
adjudged as the best disci-
plined team.

Altogether 118 male 
and 37 female players 
representing eight district 
taekwondo associations 
and two teams DYRS and 
police competed in the 
championship.

responsibility of being the 
main Twenty20 Internation-
al selector as part of changes 
announced by Cricket Aus-
tralia on Friday.

Langer will join Greg 
Chappell and Trevor Hohns 
on the full-time selection 
panel with Mark Waugh, 
who resigned in May, not 
being replaced, according 
to a CA release.

Earlier, Waugh led a 
two-man panel with former 
coach Darren Lehmann to 

pick Australia's teams for 
T20 internationals.

The structure for Test 
and ODI selection effec-
tively remained the same, 
with Langer filling Lehm-
ann's role alongside selec-
tion chairman Hohns and 
national talent manager 
Chappell.

"Having a selector focus 
on the T20 format for the 
past 18 months was viewed 
as a success ... and we will 
look to continue this in a 

slightly modified way," CA's 
team performance man-
ager Pat Howard said.

"This sees Justin take on 
additional responsibility as 
both the Head Coach and 
lead selector in Twenty20 
cricket, as we build towards 
the ICC World T20 in Austra-
lia in 2020.

The selection panel's 
next task will be to decide 
on Australia's Test squad for 
their October series against 
Pakistan.

Justin Langer


