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Neiphiu Rio paying homage at the resting place of the late Captain Neikezakhuo Kengruse, MVC, at Nerhema village in Kohima.
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Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, July 26 (EMN): Al-
though sexual harassment of 
women at workplace is not a 
new phenomenon, most peo-
ple in Nagaland generally are 
believed to be complacent or 
that they choose to ignore what 
is happening right under the 
nose. Tagged as the safest state 
for women among Indian states, 
the reality paints a different pic-
ture though. 

According to Gracy Aye, 
from the State Resource Centre 
for Women (SRCW), “Generally 
in Naga context where commu-
nication between male and 
female takes in a very friendly 
attitude, sometimes we don’t 
know where the boundary lies. 
We pretend to avoid it or ignore 
it.”

Women might be offended 
or be made uncomfortable by 
sexist remarks, vulgar jokes, or 
being touched inappropriately 
by men etc., Aye said that they 
were not aware about certain 
forms of sexual harassment. 

The government of India has 
enacted the Protection of Wom-
en from Sexual Harassment at 
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibi-
tion and Redressal) Act, or sim-
ply the SH Act, of 2013 to ensure 
safe and secure workplace for 
women free from sexual harass-
ment. The Act caters to women 
working in both the organised 
and the unorganised sector and 
provides a redress mechanism 
to resolve complaints.

The Act is unique in its 

broad coverage, which includes 
all women irrespective of their 
work status, in the organised or 
unorganised sector or the public 
and private sectors, regardless 
of hierarchy.  Domestic work-
ers are also included within the 
ambit of the Act. 

The Act requires every em-
ployer to constitute an internal 
complaints committee (ICC) in 
offices or branches that has 10 
or more employees. The district 
officer is required to constitute 
a local complaints committee 
(LCC) in each district, and if 
required, at the block level. 

In Nagaland, the depart-
ment of Personnel and Admin-
istrative Reforms is the nodal 
agency that implements the Act. 
The government issued a notifi-
cation on Sept. 7, 2015 directing 
deputy commissioners to con-
stitute LCC in their respective 
district and designate a nodal 
officer for each sub-division. 
They are to address complaints 
relating to sexual harassment of 
women in workplaces.

Another notification on Nov. 
19, 2016 from the government 
informed that the complaint 
committee for the state level 
committee (SLC) had been re-
constituted. A state nodal officer 
(SNO) was appointed on Dec. 
18, 2017. The news was pub-
lished on Jan. 18, 2018.

The SRCW has been em-
powered to conduct publicity 
exercises on the provisions of 
the SH Act. Available informa-
tion said that it has identified 

some educational and training 
institutions and publicity pro-
grams are being conducted.

But save for the ‘constitution 
and reconstitution of commit-
tees,’ it would appear that the 
implementation of said Act in 
Nagaland is yet to be. According 
to a member of the ‘reconsti-
tuted’ SLC, the committee is yet 
to conduct its first meeting. The 
member said that she ‘doesn’t 
have much idea about how 
exactly the Act is to be imple-
mented.’ 

Asked why the government 
and the committee were delay-
ing implantation of an Act that 
came into force in 2013, she 
claimed ‘though we are yet to 
have a meeting, we are also safe 
because we don’t have such 
cases in our state.’

But there are cases to dis-
pute such assertions: incidents 
of women being harassed by 
their bosses, employers, and 
even colleagues.

A highly placed official, nar-
rating an incident that took 
place recently in one of the 
many offices at the directo-
rate in Kohima said a female 
staff was groped and kissed by 
an officer. When the incident 
was brought to the notice of 
other officers, the matter was 
ended after the ‘perpetrator’ 
was warned. Reportedly, the 
argument was that ‘he is soon 
to retire and his reputation will 
go down the drain.’

Another woman who did 
not wish to be named told this 

correspondent that a male 
colleague taking advantage 
of ‘the dim light’ had kissed 
her while at work on evening. 
The incident happened so 
quick it left her ‘shocked and 
stunned’ to react in any way. 
When asked whether if the 
matter was reported, she said 
the thought didn’t strike her at 
that point of time; and that she 
let it go as they would be work-
ing together.

In contrast to the denial 
of incidents of sexual harass-
ment of women at workplac-
es, the mission director of the 
SRCW, Daisy Mezhür asserted, 
“It would be a foolish thing to 
say that we don’t have sexual 
harassment in workplace in our 
state.”

“We want to project our 
society where the two genders 
are equal, but in reality it far 
from the truth. It’s just that we 
are not very vocal about it, and 
then the voices of the women 
are silenced because of the re-
percussions,” said Mezhür. 

Citing some incidences, she 
observed that sometimes, it is 
the women themselves who do 
not want to complain as ‘any 
kind of harassment would have 
a reverse effect on the women’ 
and ‘there is already a biased 
opinion where the victim is 
made to bear the brunt. 

There are hidden cases, said 
Mezhür, where women are go-
ing through this in silence lack-
ing the courage to open their 
mouths because of job insecu-

rity, their children and liveli-
hood. “If she dares open her 
mouth, she will be in the street 
the next day.”

Lamenting the absence of a 
proper mechanism in place to 
address this issue, Mezhür said, 
“When we talk about sexual 
harassment, people tend to be 
complacent and not interested 
at all because we feel that this is 
not an issue.”

Expressing concern that a 
lot of working women are fac-
ing this problem and not able 
to express it, Mezhür remarked 
that “while we were talking 
about women welfare, women 
development and women em-
powerment, a lot many of the 
issues that should have gone 
along on the journey were left 
behind.” She has urged for con-
certed efforts to build a strong 
support system and “conscien-
tise” both men and women on 
the issue. She added that it was 
time for women to stand up for 
their rights.

In the absence of any sta-
tistical data and complaints 
registered officially, it would not 
be right to conclude that sexual 
harassment of women doesn’t 
exist in the Naga society. 

It is understood that vari-
ous factors hinder women from 
coming forward to register com-
plaints. There is an urgent need 
to put in place a sound and 
strong mechanism to which 
women can come forward with-
out having to think twice if she is 
harassed at workplace.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 28 (EMN): 
Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio proclaimed 
that late Captain Neike-
zakhuo Kengruse, an icon 
particularly for youths due 
to the valour and sacrifice 
the soldier showed in de-
fence of the nation.

Speaking during the 
19th Vijay Diwas, the chief 
minister said that the name 
of Kengruse was already 
a household name in the 
state for his bravery and 
commitment when pro-
tecting the nation. Rio paid 
tributes to the 527 soldiers 
of the Indian army who 
sacrificed their lives during 
the Kargil War.

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): Con-
tinuing with its crackdown 
on food outlets serving ‘un-
hygienic food,’ food safety 
officials of Kohima inspected 
two bakeries namely ‘Mums 
Bakery’ and ‘Best Bakery’ lo-
cated at Merhülietsa colony in 
Kohima, on Thursday.

A press release from the 
authorities informed that 
hygiene and sanitary condi-
tions were found lacking, dur-

ing the course of inspection. 
“Therefore an improvement 
notice under Section 32 of 
Food Safety and Standards 
Act 2006 was served to the two 
units by the designated officer-
cum-chief medical officer, Dr. 
Ritu Thurr.”

It was informed that ‘fol-
low-up inspection drive’ will 
continue in other bakeries, 
and restaurants and hotels 
within the district.

Wokha follows suit 
Similar enforcement was con-
ducted at Wokha town on 
Thursday by a team of officers 
from the district’s chief medi-
cal establishment and the 
district’s administration, and 
police personnel. 

“During the inspection 
drive it was found that most 
of the bakeries lacked hygiene 
and were prepared under un-
sanitary conditions. The food 

handlers in the restaurants 
were seen working without 
proper headgear, gloves, and 
aprons. The inspection team 
also seized 17 kilos of expired 
baking ingredients and 14 ki-
los of cookies prepared under 
unhygienic conditions which 
were later disposed. 

‘Notice of improvement has 
been issued to two baking units 
which have to be complied 
within a month, failing which 

their license will be suspended. 
Further the shops without FS-
SAI license and the medical 
fitness certificate for the food 
handlers are hereby informed 
to obtain the same from the 
office of the chief medical of-
ficer, Wokha. The chief medical 
officer has warned that similar 
inspection of all the other food 
establishments will be carried 
out from time to time,’ the press 
release stated. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The state of 
Nagaland has not received any funds 
from the Ministry of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Reju-
venation for the flood management 
projects (FMP) for the financial year 
2017-18. 

According to a PIB press release 
on Thursday, the Union minister 
of State for Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvena-
tion, Arjun Ram Meghwal made the 
announcement in a written reply in 
the Lok Sabha on July 26.

In the minister’s report, it showed 
that the ministry had released INR 
23.13 cr. for the state of Nagaland for 
2016-17 and INR 2.51 cr. in 2015-16 
exclusively for the FMP. However, un-
like the past two financial years, the 
ministry did not release any funds to 
the state for 2017-18. 

The fund that was released for 
neighbouring Assam was INR 245.49 
cr. for 2017-18, considering the fact 

that the region is a flood-prone zone. 
Assam is also the highest recipient of 
central financial assistance among 
24 states. The amount of fund that 
was released for other Northeast 
states: Arunachal Pradesh, INR 21.18 
cr. (2017-18 FY); and Mizoram, INR 
0.48 cr. (2017-18 FY). Manipur, Sik-
kim, and Tripura joins the line with 
Nagaland as zero-fund recipients 
during 2017-18 FY. 

The ministry had FMP with an 
outlay of INR 8,000 cr. in the XI Plan, 
which was continued with an outlay 
of INR 10,000 cr. during the XII Plan.

By far, central assistance amount-
ing to INR 3566.00 cr. was released 
during XI Plan and INR 1307.07 cr. 
during XII Plan. Further a central as-
sistance of INR 562.67 cr. was also re-
leased during the year 2017-18. Thus, 
since the start of XI Plan, the total cen-
tral assistance released to states for 
the FMP up to March 31 2018 is INR 
5435.74 cr., the press release stated.  

Assam students’ bandh on 
Tuli-Amguri road lifted  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): Students 
from Assam imposed a ‘bandh’ on July 
26 near the Nagaland gate on the Tuli-
Amguri National Highway for six hours. 
It started at around 10 am. An official 
source from Nagaland informed that 
they didn’t give any information to the 
media or to the administration in con-
cern about the strike and that it may 
happen again and again.

Speaking to Eastern Mirror over 
the telephone, the deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Mokokchung Sachin 
Jaiswal said that the strike had been 
lifted after intervention from security 
forces and the Mokokchung adminis-
tration. Asked why the abrupt strike 
was imposed and without prior in-
formation, the DC stated that it was 
in response to a ‘land clearance’ order 
in which they were asked to stop 
undertaking any construction work.

The people of Assam in the area 

along with Assam police personnel 
started clearing the land to set up a 
police outpost near the Nagaland 
gate on July 23. The area is said to 
be a traditional ‘jhum’ cultivation 
area of Wameken village. But they 
were halted since the area was under 
the Disturbed Area Belt (DAB). As a 
result, the DC opined that the strike 
that was carried out today was in 
response to the order. 

According to an official source, in 
1972, the claimed area was declared 
DAB. The order was given that no 
one should construct anything in 
that area. He claimed that the act of 
land clearing for construction of an 
outpost on July 23 was a violation of 
an order from Assam.

The source also informed that the 
‘bandh’ might be imposed again and 
again until the government of Naga-
land takes up the matter seriously 
with Assam.

About SHe-Box
Sexual Harassment electronic Box (SHe-Box) is to provide a single 
window access to every woman, irrespective of her work status, 
and those working in the organised and unorganised sector, and 
private or public sectors. It is to facilitate registration of com-
plaints related to sexual harassment. Any woman facing sexual 
harassment at workplace can register their complaint through 
this portal. Once a complaint is submitted to the ‘SHe-Box’, it will 
be directly sent to the authorities empowered with the jurisdic-
tion to take action.

Some examples of behaviour that constitute sexual harass-
ment as defined by the government of India's ‘Handbook on 
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace’:
1. Making sexually suggestive remarks or innuendos. 
2. Serious or repeated offensive remarks, such as teasing related 

to a person’s body or appearance. 
3. Offensive comments or jokes. 
4. Inappropriate questions, suggestions or remarks about a 

person’s sex life.
5. Displaying sexist or other offensive pictures, posters, MMS, 

SMS, Whatsapp, or e-mails. 
6. Intimidation, threats, blackmail around sexual favours. 
7. Threats, intimidation or retaliation against an employee who 

speaks up about unwelcome behaviour with sexual over-
tones. 

8. Unwelcome social invitations, with sexual overtones com-
monly understood as flirting. 

9. Unwelcome sexual advances which may or may not be ac-
companied by promises or threats, explicit or implicit.

10. Physical contact such as touching or pinching. 
11. Caressing, kissing or fondling someone against her will (could 

be considered assault). 
12. Invasion of personal space (getting too close for no reason, 

brushing against or cornering someone).
13. Persistently asking someone out, despite being turned down. 
14. Stalking an individual. 
15. Abuse of authority or power to threaten a person’s job or 

undermine her performance against sexual favours. 
16. Falsely accusing and undermining a person behind closed 

doors for sexual favours. 
17. Controlling a person’s reputation by rumour-mongering 

about her private life. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT AT WORKPLACE

Officials fear ‘this could happen again 
and again’ as border tension prevails 
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The chief minister said that 
the late Kengruse had left a 
mark on every person’s mind to 
be patriotic and to contribute 
to the interest of the nation. 
He hoped that the youngsters 
would emulate his life and 
dedicate their life to the service 
of the nation.

Rio acknowledged the As-
sam rifles for organizing a 
football tournament in the 
name of the war hero and also 
for providing assistance to the 
state government in maintain-
ing law and order, besides 
being there to help during 
emergencies.

He asked the villagers of 
Nerhema and its neighbours to 

cooperate with the Assam Ri-
fles and other dignitaries who 
come forward to contribute. 
That way, he said, youngsters 
would be motivated to join the 
armed forces and his sacrifice 
would not go in vain.

In a short address, Neiselie 
Kengruse, father of the late 
Kengruse, said that out of the 
527 lives that were lost during 
the Kargil War, some lost their 
husbands, some their sons 
and fathers. His son, the sen-
ior Kengruse said, was among 
them. 

He expressed gratitude to 
all who shared in their fami-
lies’ grief especially the As-
sam rifles and Neiphiu Rio, 

who he said was there for his 
family right from the time he 
accompanied his son's mortal 
remains from Delhi 19 years 
ago, and to this day.

Further, Major General P 
C Nair, IGAR (N) said in his 
speech that Kargil Vijay Diwas 
was celebrated on July 26 every 
year in honour of the Kargil 
War heroes and that it was 
named after the success of 
Operation Vijay. He said that 
527 soldiers of the Indian Army 
sacrificed their lives during the 
skirmish. The late captain was 
one among the brave hearts 
who made the ultimate sacri-
fice for the nation then.

The officer said that some 

personnel of the 15th Rajpu-
tana Rifles will be visiting the 
state next month. They will 
include some comrades of 
Kengruse and who took part 
with him during the Kargil War.
Ex-gratia will be enhanced 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio has 
announced that the Nagaland 
government has decided to 
enhance the ex-gratia funds 
from the current INR one lakh 
to INR six lakh to all military 
personnel including Nagaland 
police cadres. He said that the 
state’s government would give 
full cooperation to the person-
nel who have served the na-
tion and to the ones currently 
in service.
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Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The Angami 
Youth Organisation in a press release 
stated, ‘we are immensely pleased by the 
initiative undertaken by the health de-
partment conducting various food safety 
and standards to prevent food adultera-
tion.’ 

The organisation expressed surprised 
at the discovery that all these years, the 
public have been fed with “such substanc-

es which are damaging and destructive for 
human health.”

Further, AYO has extended support 
to Himato Zhimomi, the Commissioner 
and Secretary of Health and Family Wel-
fare department and called it as a “major 
breakthrough.” AYO also stated to lend 
all possible cooperation.  It appealed the 
public especially the business community 
to cooperate with the food safety officials.

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Aquatic resources 
distributed a total number of 70,000 
fingerlings to 100 beneficiaries under 
Kohima district on July 26 2018. 

A DIPR news report stated that the 

fingerlings were distributed as part of 
the Blue Revolution (Neel Kranti) and 
RKVY during the year 2017-2018. The 
fingerlings were distributed by the DFO 
Kohima, Dory Yanthan, the reported 
added. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The ADC and 
administration of Mokokchung Mu-
nicipal Council, W Manpai Phom today 
informed all concern for proper mainte-
nance of their surroundings in the town. 

A DIPR news reports today informed 
that the MMC will check the shops 
within the town and will check on the 
maintenance of ‘waste boxes’ in fron 
of their repsective shops for garbage 

disposal and maintaining cleanliness; 
and the putting up of proper signboards 
with CFL/Led bulbs for lighting in front 
of their respective premises during 
night time. 

It also informed that the MMC will 
be checking on the ‘stocking of materi-
als on the main road and public places 
which causes inconveniences to the 
public, the release added. 

Agri. dept.
trains women 
on skill devp.
Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
A one day training on ‘skill 
up-gradation’ for young 
unemployed women under 
‘women in agriculture pro-
gramme’ sponsored by the 
Department of Agriculture 
was held  on July 26 2018. 

 The resource persons 
for the training were Joint 
director of SARS Yise-
myong, Temsuinla who 
stressed on the impor-
tance of skill development 
and upgradation which 
she said that it increases 
productivity, creates more 
employment avenues and 
also builds up level of self-
confidence to venture into 
different self-employment 
activities. The other re-
source person at the pro-
gramme was the Dy PD 
Rongsennungla. The two 
resource persons educated 
the participants on food 
preservatives and value 
addition.

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
the NSCN (IM) today 
strongly condemned a raid 
carried out by the 32 As-
sam Rifles at the residence 
of the its ‘Deputy Secre-
tary, Ministry of Education’, 
Joseph Thongthong in the 
early morning July 24 at 
Diphupar B Khel, Dimapur. 

AN MIP press release 
received here today, while 
condemning the raid, 
stated that the Assam ri-
fles personnel ‘came along 
with masked men and two 
women army personnel 
and a Nagaland policeman 
from West Police Station’. 
the raiding party entered 
the compound by climbing 
over the wall and forcefully 
ransacked the house ‘de-

spite knowing the identity 
of the home owner’, the 
release stated. 

Saying that ‘no incrimi-
nating documents could 
be found by the raiding 
team’, the release stated 
that the raiding team 
frisked ‘the women and 
children too leaving them 
with a sense of insecurity. 

In this regard, the MIP 
stated it is very insensitive 
on the part of the Indian 
security forces while the 
Indo-Naga peace talk is 
going in New Delhi at the 
highest level. It also ques-
tioned the illogical con-
duct of the Indian army 
when the Nagas expecting 
the fruition of the peace 
talks. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
The Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen (SSG) 2018 was 
launched in Nagaland by 
the Commissioner and Sec-
retary of Public Health En-
gineering Department, Dr. 
Moangwati Aier, on July 26 
at the department’s Con-
ference Hall. Updates on 
Monday informed.

The commissioner and 
secretary spoke about the 
works done by the director 
and consultants of WSSO. 
He also mentioned about 
the various aspects of the 
sanitation survey and urged 
the director, engineers, and 
consultants to work with 
the village council and Wat-
san committee and edu-
cate them through pictures, 
placard. Aier asked the of-
ficials to convince the vil-
lagers to keep their church, 
community bazaar, school, 
and anganwadi centres 

clean. Further, he requested 
the officials to be ready for 
the survey team, and added 
that he is optimistic that 
Nagaland will do well and 
come out among the clean-
est state in India.

The National SSG 2018 
was launched by the Min-
istry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation on July 13 
2018 at Delhi. The min-
istry intends to conduct 
SSG 2018 through an in-
dependent survey agency 
to develop ranking of the 
680 districts, pan India, on 
their rural sanitation status. 
This ranking will be based 
on a comprehensive set of 
quantitative and qualita-
tive sanitation (Swachhata) 
parameters. 

The SSG is expected to 
have an integrated compre-
hensive 360 degree evalua-
tion of the village sanitation 
pan India. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The Lotha Middle Range Stu-
dents’ Union has convened a public meeting on August 
10 at 11 am at Sanis Town Hall in Wokha. The meeting 
will be conducted in order to familiarise and set an action 
plan for the formation of “Lotha Middle Range Public 
Organisation.” All the village council members, student 
leaders, frontal organisation, and concerned citizens of 
the range are informed to attend the meeting. 

Cadets of the NCC listen to an airman during the training camp at the Livingstone Foundation Hr. Sec. School in 
Dimapur. 

Gorkha students to host 
reception for new students
The Gorkha Students’ Union Kohima has welcomes 
the fresher’s, seniors, members, former executives and 
well wishers to its joint Gorkha fresher’s day on the July 
28 at Gorkha Public Panchayat Hall at Chandmari in 
Kohima at 1:00 pm.

Wokha dist. legal authorities 
to host camp 
The Wokha district legal authority has informed that 
it will be conducting a special camp for persons with 
disabilities at Town Hall in Wokha on July 31 and 
Aug. 1 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The camp will be 
conducted in collaboration with the deputy commis-
sioner of Wokha, chief medical officer, 28 Assam rifles, 
and social welfare department. All the chairmen, ga-
onburas, village council chairman, goanboras under 
wokha district are requested to inform and bring the 
persons with disabilities. It also informed that the 
facilities available includes; treatment, examination, 
disabled certificate, legal consultation, and distribu-
tion of medicines.  

Tobu SDPDB meets
The Tobu SDPDB meeting cum ‘pre co-ordination 
meeting’ for Independence Day celebration was held 
at the ADC conference hall on July 25 2018 under the 
chairmanship of A. Zibenthung Kithan, the vice chair-
man of the board. 
A DIPR news report stated that the chairman, dur-
ing the meeting requested all the heads of offices to 
extecute their duties regularly. The points discussed 
at the meeting, according to the report, were the 
construction of the ADC government quarter and the 
construction of the water reserve tank at the Tobu HQ. 

Dimapur officers discuss 
website
The deputy commissioner (DC) of Dimapur, Su-
shil Kumar Patel, had conducted a meeting with the 
members of Dimapur District Website Committee on 
Thursday at DC’s conference hall in Dimapur. A press 
release from the DIPR informed on Thursday.
According to the report, the DC urged upon the de-
partments to provide the updated information regu-
larly so that the same could be uploaded in the district 
website for the benefit of the citizens. 
He also appealed to the police, tourism, and medical 
departments for regular updates and also advised to 
make the page more attractive and fruitful so that 
more people visits the website.
DIO (NIC) Lipok also asked the departments to pro-
vide updated data regularly, the report stated.

Dimapur admin. meet for 
I-Day  programme 
The deputy commissioner (DC) of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel, had conducted a meeting with all the 
heads of departments and administrative officers 
on Thursday. According to the DIPR, the meeting 
was conducted to chalk out the programme for 
celebration of the Independence Day of August 
15. Parade practice was reported to commence 
from August 7 to the 13th. Works were distributed 
amongst various departments for successful cel-
ebration of the event.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
The cadets currently un-
dergoing the annual train-
ing camp of 24 Nagaland 
(Indep) Company NCC at 
Livingstone Foundation Hr 
Sec School, Dimapur were 
taken to the aviation base 
inside Rangaphar where 
they got ‘the opportunity to 
see flying machines’.

A press release received 
here today stated that the 
nearly 400 NCC cadets 
“got a lifetime opportunity 
to see a helicopter from a 
close range taking off and 
landing”. 

The release stated that 
the cadets took keen interest 
‘to know from the pilots how 
a helicopter flies and under-
stand the various controls at 
the aviation base inside the 
Rangaphar Army base. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Public Rights Aware-
ness and Action Forum (NPRAAF) 
today expressed displeasure over 
the delay in the response from the 
state government with regard to 
its RTI application to the Office 
of the Chief Minister on April 12, 
2016 seeking to know the contents 
of the recommendations made 
by the three member High Power 
Committee (HPC) report headed 
by former Supreme Court judge 
KH Sema ‘to curb multiple taxation 
in the state’. 

A press release issued by the 
“Information and Publicity Cell 
NPRAAF” stated that its RTI ap-
plication was transferred by the 
“CMO to Home Department govt. 
of Nagaland on 12th May  2016”; 
and after much delay, the Home 
Dept. replied ‘only about the ex-
penditure incurred by the three 
member committee’ to the tune of 
Rs 47,88,476 during the ten month 
time of writing the report. 

 The NPRAAD stated that the 
government has not revealed 
anything about the HPC recom-

mendation to this day even after 
series of appearances and argu-
ments between the NPRAAF and 
home department officials before 
the State Information Commission 
(SIC) for the ‘final hearing’. 

In this regard, the release stated 
that the NPRAAF and the home 
department, government of Na-
galand were summoned by SIC for 
hearing on Feb.  16 2018 where the 
both parties placed their argument 
before the SIC. 

 “NPRAAF stick to its argument 
that, Right to Information (RTI)  
After the enactment of RTI Act, 
2005 Right to Information is no 
more a constitutional right. Now, 
RTI is only a statuary legal right,” 
the NPRAAF stated. 

The groups, while asserting 
that information cannot be de-
nied, stated that before the enact-
ment of RTI Act 2005; RTI was part 
of Article 19 (1) (a) of the Constitu-
tion of India (Freedom of Speech 
and Expression), which a funda-
mental right. 

However, ‘there could not be 
any verdict by the SIC even on 

the said hearing date (Feb.  16 
2018)’, and therefore, the NPRAAF 
‘requested the home department 
to given in written its response on 
record’, the release stated. 

The NPRAAF stated that it “in 
queried N0 1. asked the Govern-
ment  to kindly produce true certi-
fied copies of the entire report and 
the recommendation of HPC on 
illegal/unabated taxation”. 

“NPRAAF in queried N0 5 
asked, whether the Government 
of Nagaland has taken any step/
action based on the report and 
recommendation submitted by 
HPC,” the release added. 

However, the release stated 
that the home department reiter-
ated its earlier stance that ‘since 
the report is a cabinet paper under 
sec 8 (1) (i) of RTI act 2005, “a copy 
of the report cannot be furnished 
at this stage as requested”.

“The two question were finally 
responded in written by the Gov-
ernment  on18 July 2018 after inor-
dinate delay,” the NPRAAF stated. 

It also disclosed that the home 
department replied that ‘the report 

is under examination’, and there-
fore, no action can be initiated 
until final decision is taken by the 
cabinet.    

In this connection the NPRAAF 
viewed the response of the state 
government with reference “to sec 
18 (1) (i)  as wrong understand-
ing of the RTI Act, and is trying to 
dodge the question and nothing 
else”. 

It strongly asserted that the 
public has every right to know 
the recommendations made by 
the HPC ‘as multiple taxation is 
a concern for all the Nagas and a 
huge public fund was spend for the 
committee’. 

The group further stated that 
the government should not further 
delay in implementing the recom-
mendations of the HPC report to 
curb multiple taxation in the state 
‘which is burdening the public as 
huge amount of public money was 
spent for the recommendations 
of the HPC report “otherwise the 
public will not believe Govern-
ment lip service to curb illegal and 
multiple taxation”. 

Authorities review NRLM-NERLP work, progress  
Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): A 
joint coordination meeting 
of the Nagaland State Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (NSLRM) 
under DAY-NRLM, MoRD and 
the North East Rural Liveli-
hoods Project (NERLP) under 
DoNER, which coincided with a 
three day state level review and 
planning workshop on institu-
tion building capacity building 
(IBCB) and social-inclusion-
social development (SISD), was 
held at the RD Conference Hall, 
Kohima on July 24 2018. The 
joint meeting 

 A press release received 
here today informed that pres-
entations were made by the dis-
trict project managers of Peren 
and Tuensang - the districts 
under NERLP - who highlighted 
the project objectives, struc-
ture, strategies, impact and the 
achievements made thus far. 

A coordination meeting was 
also subsequently held with 
the officials from NSRLM and 
NERLP in the presence of the 
NERLP State Coordinator and 

the additional mission director 
NSRLM ‘to address the eventual 
phase-over to NRLM after NER-
LP concludes in March 2019’. 

 During the meeting, the 
need for compiling a cross-
learning and knowledge shar-
ing and a sound exit strategy as 
a joint effort was discussed. 

Human resource policies, 
institution structures, capac-
ity building mechanisms and 
livelihood intervention strate-
gies were some of the points 
that were taken into consid-
eration for phasing over were 
discussed, the release stated. 

 The release also informed 
that the managerial staff from 
Mission Management Units 
of DAY-NRLM districts and 
blocks, facilitated by the state 
mission Management Unit of-
ficials and ‘national resource 
persons, MORD’, attended the 
workshop.   

The release informed that 
the Addl. Mission Director of 
NSRLM, Kevipodi Sophie, while 
delivering the keynote address, 

appreciated the quantum leap 
in expansion of the program. He 
stressed on the need to focus in 
strengthening the systems and 
procedures at all levels and inte-
gration of Social Inclusion (SI). 

 Sophie, while underscoring 
the importance of the review 
meeting for taking stock of 
progress, backlogs, challenges 
and addressing them during 
the meeting, reminded that 
community members are at the 
heart of NRLM; therefore, he 
encouraged for more concerted 
efforts towards attaining the 
sustainability of the commu-
nity institutions. 

The release also disclosed 
that the objectives of the work-
shop was spelled out by the 
Chief Operating Officer (COO) 
NSRLM, M. Rollan Lotha, who 
highlighted on the need to 
intensify the focus on integrat-
ing all verticals for deepen-
ing the intervention of ‘social 
inclusion’. strengthening the 
community institutions and its 
systems, creating model federa-

tions and districts, developing 
community resource centres, 
and developing a pool of social 
capital under ‘each thematic’.  

The release stated that 
Lotha, in order to ensure opti-
mal achievements, facilitated 
the staff on breaking down the 
annual action plan into realistic 
monthly action plan. 

 Besides, Lotha, keeping in 
view the expected phase over 
of NERLP to NRLM by March 
2019, expressed the imperative-
ness of regular coordination 
and cross learning from the 
best practices between NSRLM 
and NERLP ‘to ensure the com-
munities remain at the centre 
of both the programs’.  

 The release also informed 
that a parallel consultative 
meeting with the Kiphire Dis-
trict team was convened by the 
COO to deliberate on prioritisa-
tion of program intervention 
for Kiphire (aspiration district), 
where he emphasised on block 
saturation by 2018-19; main-
streaming gender, leveraging 

bank linkage and providing 
alternative banking solutions 
to the ‘under-banked and un-
banked blocks’. He also stressed 
on deepening livelihoods in-
tervention, fostering regular 
coordination with the deputy 
commissioner and various 
district department officials 
towards collective realisation of 
the ‘aspirational goals’. 

 The release further in-
formed that during the ses-
sions, resource person Aasha 
Ramesh took up the topic about 
integration of gender and also 
briefly dwelled on the topic of 
‘Sexual Harassment at Work-
place Act’. 

O p e n  d i s c u s s i o n  o n 
progress, process and norms, 
gaps on IBCB ‘as per observa-
tions’ was facilitated by ‘Na-
tional Resource Person’, Shiv-
aji Choudhury. Discussion on 
IBCB, SISD and gender were 
facilitated by Imonenla Imkong 
Phom, SPM and Khriezovonuo 
Lhoungu SPM NSRLM, the re-
lease further added.

Wokha 
police sets 
up PRC 
Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
With an aim to maintain 
vigil in the society, the 
Wokha police depart-
ment has opened a ‘Po-
lice Control Room’ where 
the citizens can directly 
contact the police either 
through phone calls or 
through Whatsapp. 

A press release is-
sued by the Wokha Po-
lice informed that citi-
zens can contact the 
police at phone num-
b e r s  “ 9 3 6 6 1 0 7 9 1 5 , 
7628903234” or text at 
“ w a t s a p p  n u m b e r ” 
7628903234.  The release 
stated that the this ‘police 
control room’ is the hub 
of communication across 
the police personnel on 
the ground and the citi-
zens of the district. 

LPG transporter held for pilfering LPG

The driver in police custody.

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
Dimapur police arrested 
one Amrit Debnath (28 
years) hailing from Bor-
pukhuri village under Ho-
jai district in Assam on 
criminal charges of illegal 
pilferage of Liquefied Pe-
troleum Gas (LPG).  

The Dimapur police, 
in a press statement, dis-
closed that the accused, a 
driver of the truck bearing 
registration No. NL05-
D-9451 transporting do-
mestic L.P.G bound for 
Atoizu, Zunheboto dis-
trict, was illegally pilfer-
ing the domestic cooking 
gases. 

The modus operandi 
of the accused driver, ac-
cording to police, was that 
after loading the filled 306 
cylinders from the L.P.G 
bottling plant at 7 Mile 

on July 18, he parked the 
loaded truck on a side of 
NH- 29 and sold off 28 

cylinders at INR 700 each 
to various customers for 
three days consecutively. 

On receipt of the emp-
ty gas cylinders, he would 
then refill the empty cyl-
inders from the already 
filled cylinders with the 
aid of a twin nozzle pipe 
apparatus. 

After this improvised 
refill, he would then il-
legally secure the cylin-
der valves with the safety 
cap and a plastic seal, the 
police stated while add-
ing that “three bare safety 
caps, 31 safety caps with 
plastic seals, 8 plastic rolls 
and 2 nozzle pipes were 
seized from the accused 
person. 

 In this connection a 
case has been registered 
in Chumukedima PS un-
der IPC and the Essential 
Commodities Act and in-
vestigation is on, the po-
lice further added.

The release stated that 
it ‘was an impressionable 
moment’ for many cadets 
who come from most in-

terior parts of Nagaland ‘to 
see a flying machine’. 

The release stated that 
the visit left an indelible 

mark in the personal lives 
of the cadets also motivated 
them to undertake flying as 
a career.
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Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
The United Naga Tribes 
Association Border Areas 
(UNTABA) strongly con-
demned the ‘high handed-
ness of the authorities of 
Sivasagar district admin-
istration of Assam ‘for will-
fully trying to usurp and 
occupy the lands belong-
ing to the Naga people in 
the border areas under Tuli 
ADC Hq, in Mokokchung 
district.

A press release issued 
by the UNTABA President, 
Hukavi T Yeputhomi and 
General Secretary, Imsu-
mongba Pongen, while 
condemning the alleged 
highhandedness of the 
Sivasagar district adminis-
tration, asserted that this is 
not a ‘lone incident’. 

“The people and the 
authorities from Assam 
always try to provoke the 
peace loving Naga people 
living in the border areas 
stretching from Khelma 
side of Peren district to 
Tizit under Mon district 
by trying to establish or 
occupy the land under 

every lame excuse,” the 
UNTABA stated. In this 
connection, the release 
stated that unless the peo-
ple under Mejensanger 
Putu Wameken (MPW ) 
‘handled the situation in 
a matured way as they 
did’, then another border 
clash would have erupted 
again thereby disturbing 
the peaceful atmosphere 
in the border areas. 

W h i l e  r e m i n d i n g 
‘again’ to the powers that 
be in Assam that there is 
no demarcated bound-
ary between the two states 
‘for which active litigation 
process is undergoing in 
the Supreme Court for the 
last 30 years’, the UNTABA 
asserted that if the people 
and authorities in Assam 
fails to accept this fact and 
stop such illegal intru-
sions, then it will not only 
invite the contempt of the 
court but will also invite 
more unwarranted ten-
sions amongst the people 
living on both sides of the 
two states.  

In this connection, the 

UNTABA remained that 
“until the Civil Suit No. 2 
of 1988 is brought to con-
clusion”, the authorities of 
both the states must work 
under the ‘Interim Agree-
ment of 1972 and 1979 
made between the two 
state government so as to 
maintain status quo’. 

Meanwhile, the UN-
TABA also asserted that it 
is ‘too little too less’, with 
regard to what it termed, 
the pre-emptive action 
initiated by the Nagaland 
government ahead of the 
publication of the contro-
versial national Register 
of Citizens (NRC) Assam 
“since the entire stretch 
of the boundary between 
the two states, there is no 
demarcated boundary”. 

“Therefore, the people 
from both the states are 
living in an inter-mingled 
lifestyle in their day to day 
lives, hardly distinguish-
able from each other,” the 
release stated. 

Saying that it will be a 
herculean task to conduct 
verification in such a sce-

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 26 (EMN): 
The much awaited final 
hearing on the long drawn 
battle of the Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) filed by 
Against Corruption and 
Unabated Taxation (Acaut) 
and Public Service Aspir-
ants of Nagaland (PSAN) 
in the Gauhati High Court, 
Kohima Bench against 
backdoor appointments in 
35 departments was held 
today that the verdict is 
still ‘inconclusive’. 

The court proceed-
ing on this case before 
‘Hon’ble’ Justice Michael 
Zothankhuma, which 
is said to have lasted for 
about four hours turned 
inconclusive with the 
judge stating to give his 
observation. But no time-
frame has been given.  

The lawyers represent-
ing the government was 
said to have argued and 
asked for dismissal of the 
petition on the grounds 
that PSAN and Acaut is not 
the aggrieved party.

Talking to media per-
sons after the court hear-
ing here this evening at 
Hotel Ura, PSAN covenor 
Ngukato Tsuipu said the 
court hearing was incon-
clusive and that it will wait 
for the order to come out 
from the court and will 
contemplate on the next 
course of action.

While acknowledging 
it’s representing Advocate, 
Zhekheli and her juniors 
for standing by Acaut and 
PSAN in their fight against 
backdoor appointments, 
Tsuipu said that they have 
been been encouraged 
by the lawyer who stood 
against their strong op-
ponent and shown to the 
people on ‘what it takes to 
be a Naga woman.’

“She has shown the 
power of a woman and 
courage that Naga women 
possess who stood for the 
cause of people of Na-
galand. She took up the 
challenge and stood firm 
that she will not back off 
against backdoor appoint-
ment and corruption in 
the state” added Tsuipu.

Asserting that they are 
not fighting for themselves 
or for their own selfish 
motives, but for the cause 
of justice, Tsuipu said its 
primary objective is that 
all the people of the state 
should get equal opportu-
nity in the matter of entry 
into the government serv-
ices through open com-
petitive exams.

Towards this end, he 
reiterated that Acaut and 
PSAN has taken a strong 
decision that it will not 
back off in its fight against 
backdoor appointment 
and corruption in the state 
of Nagaland. What was 
started in the last 2-3 years, 
he said the journey has 
been tremendous and en-
couraging.

Although, he was not 
very optimistic about a 
‘favourable judgment’ as 
witnessed in the court pro-
ceedings today, without 
losing hope, he said even if 
the verdict of the court do 
not come in its favour,  it 
will continue fight against 
backdoor appointments 
and corruption as a whole.

He lamented that the 
future of the state looks 
very bleak if people do not 
rise up against the corrupt 
system that is going in the 
state and removed it.

On the government 
argument that the petition 
be dismissed as PSAN and 
Acaut is not the aggrieved 
party, another member of 
PSAN clarified that the pe-
titioners were all aspirants 
and it has evidence in the 
form of admit cards and 
other document, to prove 
that they are the aggrieved 
party.

“It is not right for the 
government or the con-
cerned authority to simply 
wash away the matter with 
the mere excuse of techni-
cal reason” he added. 

However, regardless 
of the outcome, he also 
reiterated that it will take 
up further course of action 
in whatever best possible 
way, within the ambit of 
the law of the land. “The 
battle is far from over and 
this may be the beginning 
to take the battle to the 
higher ground and hope 
that this battle will come to 
a positive conclusion one 
day or the other,” he added 
optimistically.

Also appreciating it 
advocate and her team, 
core member of Acaut, Tia 
Longchar said, “We were 
up against the best law-
yers in the state (govern-
ment lawyers included) 
and Zhekheli has stood for 
our cause courageously. In 
spite of so many lawyers 
we have, it is people like 
her who does it for a cause 
and not only for money. 
We need more people like 
her if we ought to bring 
change in Nagaland, the 
much needed change, 
which we always talked 
about.”

Since its inception, 
Longchar said Acaut and 
PSAN have taken the 
bull by the horns to fight 
against backdoor appoint-
ments and corruption, 
and that they are deter-
mined and relentless in 
its pursuit.  He expressed 
hope about the positive 
outcome of the outcome 
and the recommendations 
that the court will ultimate 
pronounce. 

While lamenting that 
for too long,  ‘the corrupt 
state of affairs in Naga-
land has persisted and 
ingrained in the system 
where anyone or the oth-
er had taken advantage’, 
Longchar remarked, “We 
indulge in the government 

and the government in-
dulges in us at their whims 
and fancies.”

Asserting that some-
one has to stop this vicious 
cycle for once and for all, 
Longchar said PSAN and 
Acaut are determined to 
see that this vicious cycle 
that is eating up the vitals 
of the people of the state is 
checked. 

He was also hopeful 
that the court will pro-
nounce its judgement 
taking into account the 
hundreds and thousands 
of young people whose 
faith in the judiciary will 
be determined – a judici-
ary that will deliver justice 
or a judiciary that will the 
people down. “We believe 
the court will be judicious, 
magnanimous and im-
partial in its judgement” 
he added.

It may be mentioned 
that the Acaut and PSAN 
in the PIL has pleaded the 
Court to ‘quash and set 
aside the appointment of 
51 backdoor appointees 
appointed against NPSC 
posts; and since the ap-
pointments were made 
after the HC, Kohima 
Bench, had banned back-
door appointments- 6th 
June 2016 judgment, to 
treat such appointments 
as contempt of court.’

The PIL also seeks 
quashing of the Office 
Memorandums 4/8/2008 
and 11/8/2016 which 
confers powers upon the 
government to regular-
ize all backdoor appoint-
ments after 3 years of 
service which is in total 
contravention of the SC 
judgment as passed in 
Umadevi Case, 2006 and 
to terminate the services 
of all 655 backdoor ap-
pointments made against 
NPSC posts, i.e. appoint-
ed between the Umadevi 
judgment of 2006 and 
Gauhati HC order, Ko-
hima, dated 6/6/16.”

Acaut and PSAN has 
also sought for the requi-
sition all the 705 (655+51) 
posts to the NPSC for gen-
eral recruitment through 
open competitive exami-
nation, as well as to submit 
the detailed status report 
of the 705 backdoor ap-
pointees before the Court.

Some of the depart-
ments where backdoor 
appointments have been 
practiced, as pointed by 
Acaut and PSAN, are So-
cial Welfare (77 posts), 
RDD (57 posts), SCERT 
(74 posts), DG of Police (14 
posts), Tourism (10 posts), 
Geology and Mining (10 
posts), PWD (81 posts), 
Medical (138 posts), High-
er & Technical Education 
(59 posts), Eco. and Sta-
tistics (24 posts), Art & 
Culture (6 posts), Treasur-
ies and Accounts list (8 
departments, 36 posts) 
and AG list (16 department 
- 70 posts).

UNTABA condemns ‘high handedness’ 
of Sivasagar dist. administration 

Chemicals in food: MP Kenye 
takes up issue in Parliament 

Kohima Smart 
City Devp. Ltd  
informs of 
fellowship progs. 

Kma. police informs on Traffic regulation on NH - 29 

Court ‘inconclusive’ on Acaut, PASN’s 
PIL on backdoor appointments

STATE

nario, the UNTABA stated 
that it has been urging the 
state government of Naga-
land time and again to take 
up the issue in the right 
perspective all this times”.    
It may be noted here that 
an there is an uneasy calm 
in the Assam-Nagaland 
border area in after the 
issue of a “land clearance” 
created tense situation in 
Amguri-Tuli sector under 
Mokokchung district. 

 The tension, as per 
the reports started when a 
group of “Assamese people 
along with the security 
provided by Assam Police 
personnel and Adminis-
tration of Sivasagar Dis-
trict” started clearing land 
for setting up of Police 
Outpost at a spot located 
at Watiyongpang Naga-
land Gate on July 23. 

The situation is under 
control as per reports. As-
sam and Nagaland has a 
long standing land dispute 
and the issue is pending 
in the Supreme Court of 
India. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
The Rajya Sabha member 
from Nagaland, K.G Kenye 
on July 26 raised concern 
over the issue of adultera-
tion and infusion of highly 
toxic and carcinogenic 
chemicals in food and es-
sential commodities such 
as formalin in fishes, cal-
cium carbide in fruits for 
early ripening and other 
lethal chemicals in essen-
tial commodities which 
has adversely affected the 
health of lakhs of popula-
tion of the state and the 
entire region. 

Speaking at the par-
liamentary session at 
the Upper House, Kenye 

assumed that the use of 
harmful chemicals in food 
items “is the probable 
cause of the high rate of 
cancer patients particu-
larly in Nagaland and the 
northeast region”. 

 In this connection, 
the MP did ‘not rule out 
the possibility of a larger 
conspiracy behind all this 
racket and urged upon 
the Government of In-
dia to immediately probe 
into the case by ordering 
the Investigating agencies 
such as the CBI , since the 
Government of Nagaland 
alone cannot tackle ‘the 
syndicate which spans 
across the country and 

has assumed an interstate 
dimensional modus op-
erandi’. Therefore, the MP 
stressed the need to en-
gage the CBI to arrest the 
responsible crooks behind 
this sinister design. 

The MP also stated 
that Nagaland and the NE 
being a strategic region 
bordering international 
countries, it can be a me-
dium of entry point for 
influx of goods from the 
neighboring countries and 
cautioned that there is 
a greater conspiracy to 
block trade and commerce 
from the mainland in-
order to monopolize and 
control the economy

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): The Kohima 
Traffic Police today informed that the 
stretch of National Highway 29 at Kiru-
phema has been cut off due to the inces-
sant rain for the last few days. 

Therefore, the Kohima Traffic police 
informed that only light vehicles will be 
allowed to proceed towards Dimapur 
from Kohima via Sechü (Zubza) - Kiru-
phema road. 

 All vehicles coming from Dimapur 
proceeding towards Kohima and be-
yond will be diverted towards Peducha 
- Tsiesema road. No vehicle coming from 
Dimpaur will be allowed towards Kohima 
via Sechü (Zubza) road. 

 It further informed that plying of all 
heavy vehicles on NH 29 to and from Ko-
hima and Kohima will be restricted till the 
cut-off stretch of the highway is restored. 

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): 
The ‘Kohima Smart City 
Development Limited’ 
informed about two fel-
lowship programmes 
launched by the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs viz. ‘India Smart Cities 
Fellowship Programme’ 
and ‘India Smart Cities 
Internship Programme’. 

A press release in-
formed that ‘this pro-
g r a m m e’  h a s  b e e n 
launched with an aim ‘to 
harness the youthful en-
ergy and fresh perspective 
of the youth to assist in 
mission implementation’. 

The programmes aims 
to engage young people to 
assist in the governments 
smart city mission. 

For more informa-
tion one can login to ht-
tps://smartnet.niua.org/
ifscip/,informed the CEO 
of ‘ Kohima Smart City 
Development Limited’ 
Elizabeth Ngully in a press 
release
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Unknown disease claims 
several cattle in Senapati

NF railway initiates special safety drive at crossings

CM anticipates early solution to Manipur Univ. impasse

KSA seeks apology from college principal Prohibitory 
order imposed in 
Manipur district

Tripura cabinet okays list of 
recommendations for indigenous people

Khandu government to launch 
new health insurance scheme

Contraband gold from 
Myanmar seized in Imphal

Our Correspondent
IMPHAL, July 26 (EMN): 
Around 19 buffaloes were 
reported to have died due 
to some ‘unknown disease’ 
in a remote hilly village in 
Manipur’s Senapati dis-
trict bordering Nagaland 
in the north, official sourc-
es said on Thursday.

The dead animals were 
spotted around 11:30 am 
to 12 noon at Thingba 
Khunou village, about 
105 km north of Imphal 
on Wednesday, sources 
said. However, the villag-
ers had informed the dis-
trict veterinary authorities 
at the Senapati district 
headquarters on Thursday 
morning.

Reports reaching here 
claimed that the buffa-
loes belonging to around 9 
families of the village were 
kept at a particular place 
of the village in view of the 
plantation season. But all 
of them were found dead 
on Wednesday.

EM Images

N Biren Singh, speaking at the Kargil diwas function in Imphal on Thursday.

EM Images

Dead buffaloes are seen after outbreak of unknown disease in Senapati district in Manipur.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1890SUD0KU 1730
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Annoys
 5. Apron
 8. Mild exclamation
 12. ____er-totter
 13. _____ia = east African country
 15. Disparage
 16. Cleopatra (abbrev.)
 17. Australian bear-like marsupial
 18. Minute opening
 19. Drug injection devices
 22. Mouth or opening
 23. Lady or girl
 24. Type of cabbage
 26. Refines metal
 29. Strive (for)
 31. Cow sound
 32. Dog sounds
 34. Pronounces indistinctly
 36. Food (slang)
 38. German for “Row” or “Series”
 40. Inter-____
 41. Subatomic particle
 43. Expend an effort
 45. Portray
 46. Mold again
 48. African desert
 50. Small pastry
 51. Observed
 52. Asphalt
 54. Undesirable additive
 61. Partially open
 63. ____e = daring or lewd
 64. Inventor ____ Sikorsky
 65. Adhesive strip
 66. Italian Olympic diver _____ 

Dibiasi
 67. Atlantic defense organization
 68. Formerly
 69. Earned Run Average
 70. Graduate (abbrev.) 

 DOWN
 1. Skin irritation
 2. Count on

 3. Retain
 4. Larry, Curly or Moe
 5. Ill-mannered person
 6. Muslim leader
 7. Island of the East Indies
 8. Extra Sensory Perception
 9. Pertaining to a small mass
     of blood vessels or nerve
     fibers
 10. Subtle emanation
 11. Sketched
 13. Helter-_______ 
 14. Is in need of
 20. Acting siblings Tim and
        Tyne

 21. Drains or weakens
 25. German for “Purple”
 26. More achy
 27. Rodent snares
 28. A type of frozen rain
 29. Burnt residues
 30. Genus of heaths
 31. Metro-Goldwyn-Meyer
 33. Pictures (abbrev.)
 35. Seated oneself
 37. ____ Raton, Florida
 39. Dutch Renaissance 

scholar & theologian 
Desiderius _______ 
(1466-1536) 

 42. Narcotics officer
 44. Citizen of modern-day 

Siam
 47. “Baby delivery” bird
 49. Overhanging canvas 

covering
 52. Lakota wind
 53. Not completely closed
 55. Egyptian river
 56. Russian emperor
 57. Pertaining to water
 58. Food thickener
 59. Latin for “Mark”
 60. Stepped
 62. Retired (abbrev.)

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1729

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1889

We’ve sent out peo-
ple to the village and col-
lected some samples. So 
we will conduct necessary 
examination soon, says a 
senior veterinary officer 
stationed at Senapati dis-
trict headquarters when 
contacted over phone.

Meanwhile, some of 
the experts when sought 
their comment, felt that 
the reason behind yester-
day’s incident could be 
because of food poisoning. 
At the same time, some 
reports claimed that the 
incident occurred after 

some of the buffaloes con-
sume water from a pond.

With the outbreak of 
unknown disease, the final 
confirmation of the cause 
would be made known 
after the conduct of nec-
essary examination of the 
collected samples.

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): In view of 
the recent accident at a level cross-
ing gate near Chabua in Tinsukia 
division, NF Railway has launched a 
special drive to ensure the working 
of stations and gates strictly as per 
station working rule and gate work-
ing instructions.

The intensive drive launched for 
15 days with effect from July 21 is 
being carried out in all stations and 
level crossing gates of the zone for 
ensuring strict adherence to extant 
safety norms.  

The zone has already provided 
voice recording facility in telephones 
over which the station masters 
communicate with the gateman of 
nearby level crossing gates. 

These telephones are being 
checked during the drive to ensure 
that they are in proper working 
condition.

As per the prevalent system, 
every manned level crossing gate is 
connected by telephone to the near-
est station. 

The station master communi-
cates about the movement of a train 
to the on duty gateman posted at 
a gate. 

The communication is a crucial 
safety exercise and private numbers 
are exchanged by the two as a proof 
of exchange of communication. 

Moreover, concerned traffic in-
spectors have been advised to check 
and analyse the recorded data and 
satisfy themselves regarding proper 
working of station and gate as per 
station working rule and gate work-
ing instructions, stated PJ Sharma, 
chief public relations officer on 
Thursday.

Divisional operating and engi-
neering officers have been instruct-

ed to cross check those recorded 
data at least once in three months 
covering all stations and also to 
record in inspection register. In-
structions have also been issued that 
all in-charge inspecting supervisors 
and officers doing night inspection 
invariably carry breath analyser with 
them and conduct random breath 
analyser test on frontline safety staff 
like gateman, patrolman etc. 

It may be mentioned here that 
NF Railway had launched an all out 
effort for elimination of unmanned 
level crossings which are most vul-
nerable to accidents. 

There has been an appreciable 
reduction in accidents in the zone 
over the years. While there were 
eight accidents over the zone during 
2016-17, the figure fell to two during 
2017-18 and so far there has been 
one accident in 2018-19.

Our Correspondent
IMPHAL, July 26 (EMN): 
Manipur chief minister, 
N Biren Singh, has antici-
pated positive outcome to 
the ongoing impasse per-
taining to Manipur Uni-
versity so that normalcy is 
restored at the earliest. 

Biren stated that the 
state government had 
conveyed the demands of 
the Manipur University 
community to the centre 
for taking up proper ac-
tion in order to restore 

normal academic atmos-
phere. Terming the de-
mand of the MUTA and 
MUSU as genuine, he 
stated that the state gov-
ernment is pressuring the 
centre to resolve the prob-
lem and restore normalcy 
at the earliest.

Biren stated this at the 
19th Kargil Vijay Diwas 
function held in Imphal 
on July 26. 

Stating that the ideol-
ogy of the present gov-
ernment is to build unity 

among various commu-
nities and to fight collec-
tively against any evil, he 
said all communities living 
in the state should show 
oneness to protect the 
territorial integrity of the 
state as they have done in 
the past.

Recalling that a del-
egation team led by him 
had urged the centre not 
to disintegrate Manipur, 
which is home to various 
communities since time 
immemorial, Biren has 

Imphal, July 26 (PTI): Pro-
hibitory order under Sec-
tion 144 CrPC was today 
clamped in Imphal West 
district for two months, 
a statement issued by the 
district magistrate said.

The move followed the 
unrest over demand for re-
moval of Manipur Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor Prof 
AP Pandey. The district 
witnessed violence in the 
past few weeks over de-
mand to remove Prof Pan-
dey by a various students’ 
and teachers’ bodies.

A 48-hour general 
strike called by these or-
ganisations passed off 
peacefully even as violence 
broke out at the fag end of 
the agitation. There had 
also been attempts to enter 
the Raj Bhavan forcefully.

Agartala, July 26 (PTI): 
The Tripura cabinet today 
approved a list of recom-
mendations to be sent 
to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) including 
financial package for the 
indigenous people of the 
state. The MHA has asked 
the state government to 
dispatch a list of problems 
faced by the indigenous 
communities in Tripura, 
Law and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Ratan Lal 
Nath said after the cabinet 
meeting.

The cabinet would 
also suggest terms of ref-

erence to the modality 
committee announced 
by the Centre to study 
social, economic, lin-
guistic and cultural prob-
lems faced by indigenous 
communities of the state, 
Nath said.

The cabinet said the 
modality committee could 
recommend steps for 
proper utilisation of forest 
land ‘patta’ granted to tra-
ditional forest dwellers un-
der the Forest Rights Act, 
2006. Nath said the state 
government has asked 
the modality committee 
to explore possibilities of 

recommending “suitable 
economic development 
package” for people living 
in the Autonomous Dis-
trict Council. 

The state cabinet also 
granted social security 
pension to 159 cancer and 
AIDS patients in an ef-
fort to provide relief to 
the terminally ill, he said 
adding that 4.19 lakh peo-
ple are listed for different 
social security pensions 
in Tripura. These include 
old age pension, pension 
for transgenders, leprosy 
patients, carpenters and 
people.

Itanagar, July 26 (PTI): The Pema 
Khandu led Arunachal Pradesh 
government has said it would 
soon replace the health insurance 
scheme conceived by the previ-
ous regime with a new one, an 
official release said today.

The new chief minister’s Aro-
gya Arunachal Yojana (CMAAY) 
will enable citizens to avail cash-
less health services in empanelled 
hospitals.

“Please work overtime and en-
sure that the scheme is launched 
on August 15,” Khandu was 
quoted as saying during the soft 
launch of the CMAAY yesterday.

Once launched, the scheme 
will offer healthcare services of up 
to INR 5 lakh per family per year.

“Launching a scheme is not 
difficult but successfully running 
it is difficult. 

Therefore, everything should 
be well studied from the very be-
ginning and all scopes for hurdles 
to creep in should be nipped at 
the bud,” Khandu said.

The vision is to accord quality 
and cashless healthcare services 
to the people of the state envisag-
ing universal health care to all by 
2020.

The CMAAY will be dove-
tailed with the Centre’s Ayushman 
Bharat National Health Protection 
Mission and implemented by the 
Chief Minister Arogya Arunachal 
Society through its web portal by 
the same name.

Imphal, July 26 (IANS): The 
anti-smuggling unit of the 
Customs Division, Imphal on 
Wednesday held two persons 
from Punjab with contraband 
gold smuggled from Myanmar, 
an official said.

Assistant Commissioner of 
Customs RK Dorendrajit said that 
altogether 2.651 kg of high quality 
gold, valued at INR 79,90,149, was 
recovered from them. 

The gold ornaments were 
painted a “steel-like colour” to 
deceive the officials, but the true 
colour of gold reappeared when 
heated. 

“Two persons, Gurmeet 
Singh and J Dogra, both of Pun-

jab were formally arrested. They 
will be handed over to police 
along with the gold for necessary 
actions,” he said, adding both 
have admitted to have brought 
the precious metal from Myan-
mar.  Police said that the two will 
be quizzed to ascertain if they 
are habitual criminals. 

The Customs Division has 
been arresting international 
smugglers with huge consign-
ments every now and then, but 
Dorendrajit said that the con-
viction rate is low since those 
arrested are mere couriers who 
do not know anything about the 
kingpins and modus operandi 
of the international smuggling.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 26 (EMN): 
Simeon Rongphar fac-
tion of the Karbi Students’ 
Association (KSA), has 
sought apology from the 
principal of Diphu Gov-
ernment College, Dr. Nirab 
Kr Sarma, for using the 
word ‘hooligan’ direct-
ing towards its president, 
Rongphar, and blaming 
the Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) au-
thority for the interference 
in the internal matters of 
the college.

Addressing a press 
conference held here at 
KSA office on Thursday, 
KSA president Rongphar 
has accused the DGC’s 
principal Dr. Sarma’s of 
using unparliamentary 
words pointing towards its 
president while dispatch-
ing officials letter to the 
state principal secretary 
through the college official 

mail-principaldgc@gmail.
com.

“In  a letter sent to 
principal secretary, Gov-
ernment of Assam, Ajay 
Tiwari, through DGC offi-
cial mail, the principal Dr. 
Sarma on July 1 had used 
some derogatory words 
even to the extent of call-
ing me as ‘hooligan.’ Such 
unparliamentary word 
used by Dr. Sarma, who is 
occupying the seat of prin-
cipal of the college has lost 
his morality and behaving 
in a shameless attitude.”

Rongphar further stat-
ed that in the same letter 
to Tiwari, the principal 
had informed of ‘repeated 
undue interference in the 
internal matters of the col-
lege by KAAC.” 

“With the signing of 
MoU in 1995, an addi-
tional power was given to 
KAAC from state govern-
ment and upto to college 

level. By the MoU, KAAC 
has the sole authority to 
intervene into the affairs 
of the college as it is within 
its jurisdiction. What Dr. 
Sarma has uttered blam-
ing the KAAC for getting in 
the internal affairs of the 
college is totally wrong,” 
he said.

KSA, Simeon Rong-
phar faction, has been 
demanding that many stu-
dents who are from poor 
background should be ab-
sorbed during admission. 
They were also against the 
sudden hike in admission 
fees for the academic ses-
sion 2018-19.

KAAC had intervened 
into it regarding the fee 
structure and after a three 
party discussion of KAAC 
authority, KSA leaders 
and principal, DGC, a re-
laxation of admission fee 
structure came down to a 
certain level.

cautioned against certain 
people who are trying to 
hurt the sentiments of 
other communities living 
in the state.

It may be mentioned 
here that all the politi-
cal parties, in its meeting 
in the recent past, had 
unanimously resolved 
to convene a special as-
sembly session to protect 
the unity and integrity of 
the state.

Biren has asked the 
people to refrain from 
taking political advan-
tage over the issue and 
highlighted that there are 
scores of people who are 
still struggling to live a life 
in the state. 

“Let us try to uplift 
the lives of the people at 
grassroots,” he added and 
appealed to give a chance 
to the present government 
to bring an inclusive devel-
opment in the state.

Deputy chief minister Y 
Joykumar Singh; consum-
er affairs, food & public 
distribution minister Ka-
ram Shyam; tribal affairs 
and hills minister N Ka-
yasü; education minister 
Th. Radheshyam; MLAs; 
chief secretary Dr. Suresh 
Babu; DGP Manipur LM 
Khaute; and other top civil 
and police officials attend-
ed the function. 
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Nestle can’t trademark Kit 
Kat’s shape — European court

SBI requests DoT to reconsider move 
to cancel RCOM’s spectrum license

Vodafone, Idea merger beginning 
of exciting journey, says KM Birla

Around 1.4 lakh jobs vacant for AI, Big 
Data Analytics roles in India — Report

London, July 25 (IANS): 
The European Court of Jus-
tice on Wednesday ruled 
that while the makers of re-
nowned chocolate bar Kit 
Kat might rightfully own 
the product’s name, they 
cannot claim ownership of 
its well-known shape.

Swiss transnational 
food and drink company 
Nestlé had for more than 
10 years sought to secure 
trademark protection for 
its product’s four-fingered 
wafer shape in the face of 
legal challenges by choco-
late-making rival Cadbury.

“In 2002, Nestlé ap-
plied to EUIPO (European 
Union Intellectual Prop-
erty Office) to register the 
three-dimensional sign as 
an EU trademark, which 
corresponds to the ‘4 Fin-
ger Kit Kat’ product which 
it markets,” the court said 
in its ruling, cited by Efe 
news.

It added that EUIPO 
had proceeded in 2006 to 
register the mark under the 
category of sweets, bakery 
products, pastries, biscuits, 
cakes and waffles.

Then, in 2007 Cadbury 
Schweppes (now Mon-
delez) sought to invalidate 
the registration, but the 
property office said the 

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): Lending ma-
jor State Bank of India (SBI) has written 
to the Department of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) to reconsider its move 
to cancel Reliance Communications 
(RCOM) spectrum license.

The request for reconsideration was 
made via a letter dated July 23 sent by 
SBI’s Chairman Rajnish Kumar to Tel-
ecom Secretary Aruna Sundararajan.

The banking major leads the Joint 
Lenders’ Forum (JLF) which has the 
maximum lending exposure to the com-
pany.

As per Kumar’s letter, cancellation of 
RCOM spectrum will lead to irreparable 
financial harm to SBI and many other 
PSU banks.

“We understand from Reliance 
Communications and Reliance Telecom 
that Department of Telecommunica-
tions appears to be contemplating revo-
cation of spectrum allocated to both the 
companies due to non-submission of 
Bank Guarantees (BGs) that is to be sub-
mitted by the companies on expiry of 
earlier BGs given by them while bidding 
and securing license for the allocated 
spectrum,” Kumar said.

“State Bank of India, as part of con-
sortium of banks, are lenders to the 
above companies and the loans and ad-
vances extended by us or consortium of 
banks are secured by charged hypothe-
cation or mortgage or assignment of as-
sets of above companies in favour of us 
or consortium of banks.”

Kumar informed Sundararajan, that 
accounts of the above companies be-
came NPA in the consortium’s “books 
and we along with other lenders had 
initiated debt resolution plans and as-
sets monetisation plans to recover our 
dues”.

“We now understand, that Depart-
ment of Telecommunications is con-
templating to exercise its power to 
revoke the spectrum allocation to the 

above companies. We may submit that 
any such action will seriously jeopard-
ize the efforts of the secured lenders to 
recover their dues,” he said.

“The debt resolution plans and as-
sets monetization plans previously initi-
ated by the secured lenders or company 
had not seen fruition. The proposed sale 
of the spectrum and other assets ap-
pears to be viable chance of debt resolu-
tion for lenders including many public-
sector banks.”

“In the event of the proposed sale 
process not culminating due to the pos-
sible revocation of spectrum allocation 
by Dept. of Telecommunications , the 
lenders may not be able to recover funds 
lent thereby causing irreparable harm to 
SBI and all other lenders in the consor-
tium.”

Kumar added: “In the meantime, 
the lenders including SBI are engaging 
with the companies to examine the pos-
sibility of reissue or extending the Bank 
Guarantee(s) subject of course to all due 
internal approvals of respective banks”.

On July 23, sources had said that 
RCOM had informed the Telecom Dis-
putes Settlement and Appellate Tribu-
nal (TDSAT) that while Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) has raised 
a demand for payment of Rs 774 crore 
on RCOM, the said payment has already 
been made to DoT vide the encashment 
of bank guarantees by DoT earlier.

According to sources, RCOM there-
fore, only needs to renew the encashed 
bank guarantees, which will be payable 
only in 2019. 

Therefore, RCOM has sought some 
time and the TDSAT granted an exten-
sion on this till August 10, 2018. 

Sources said DoT is already sitting 
on excess bank guarantee encashment 
of around Rs 540 crore. Also, in a July 
3, 2018 order, TDSAT has asked DoT to 
return additional bank guarantee of Rs 
2,000 crore to RCOM.Mumbai/New Delhi, July 26 (PTI): 

Aditya Birla Group Chairman Kumar 
Mangalam Birla today said the gov-
ernment has given final approval to 
the Vodafone- Idea Cellular merger 
marking the beginning of an “exciting 
journey”.

Birla said he is “very optimistic” 
about the two firms coming together, 
creating India’s largest mobile opera-
tor worth over USD 23 billion (or over 
Rs 1.5 lakh crore), with 35 per cent 
market share and a subscriber base of 
around 430 million.

“Yes we have received the final ap-
proval from the Department of Tele-
com,” Birla said in response to a query 
at group company Hindalco’s confer-
ence. 

Birla’s response is the first on-
record confirmation by the group 
about the government nod.

Quoting official sources, PTI had 
reported earlier in the day that the 
government has accorded final ap-
proval to the merger.

“It is a very exciting journey ahead 
of us in the sense of Idea and Voda-
fone coming together.

The actual work starts now so we 
will see...we are very optimistic about 
it,” Birla said.

Birla will be the non-executive 
Chairman and Balesh Sharma -- cur-
rently chief operating officer of Voda-
fone India -- will be the new CEO of 
the merged entity, which will remain 
listed.

On how long it will take for the 
merged entity to be operational, Birla 
said it would take “a few weeks”. 

He said the companies are yet to 
decide on the branding for the new 
entity.

In March 2017, the two companies 
had announced that the UK-based 
Vodafone will combine its Indian op-
erations with Idea Cellular, which is a 
listed firm of the Aditya Birla group.

The companies had said that the 
“highly complementary combina-
tion” will create India’s largest tel-
ecoms operator with widest mobile 
network.

They had said that the “merger of 
equals with joint control of the com-
bined company” will lead to substan-
tial cost and capex synergies -- close 
to USD 10 billion over the coming 
years.

After facing several delays - the 
companies had initially hoped to 
close the deal by June this year.

They received conditional nod 
from the DoT on July 9 for the merger.

Idea Cellular and Vodafone were 
asked to meet the demand raised for 
taking merger on record and earlier 
this week they made a joint payment 
of Rs 7,248.78 crore under protest to 
DoT as one time spectrum charge.

“Idea Cellular and Vodafone have 
made payment under protest as de-
manded by the DoT for the merger. Rs 
3,926.34 crore have been paid in cash 
and bank guarantee of Rs 3,322.44 
crore have been furnished,” an Idea 
Cellular official had said.

The new numero uno of the Indian 
telecom market - which is the world’s 
second largest in terms of subscriber 
base - will topple the Bharti Airtel 
from the current pole position.

The merger is expected to give the 
merged entity additional firepower to 
tackle competition in the Indian tel-
ecom market where Reliance Jio has 
led a relentlessly bruising price war.

The combination will have the ca-
pacity to provide 4G spectrum in all 
telecom circles of the country. 

According to a presentation by 
Idea, the combined 4G spectrum of 
both the companies is capable of of-
fering up to 450 megabit per second 
broadband speed on mobile phones 
in 12 Indian markets.

The combined debt of both the 
companies is estimated to be around 
Rs 1.15 lakh crore.

As per the merger blueprint, Voda-
fone will own 45.1 stake in the com-
bined entity, while Kumar Mangalam 
Birla-led Aditya Birla Group would 
have 26 per cent and Idea sharehold-
ers 28.9 per cent.

The Aditya Birla Group has the 
right to acquire up to a 9.5 per cent 
additional stake from Vodafone un-
der an agreed mechanism with a view 
to equalising the shareholdings over 
time.

If Vodafone and the Aditya Birla 
Group’s shareholdings in the com-
bined company are not equal after 
four years, Vodafone will sell shares 
in the combined company to equalise 
its shareholding to that of the Aditya 
Birla Group over the following five-
year period. 

Until that equalisation is achieved, 
the voting rights of the additional 
shares held by Vodafone will be re-
stricted and votes will be exercised 
jointly under the terms of the share-
holders’ agreement.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): 
Around 1.4 lakh jobs are 
vacant in the the Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Big 
Data Analytics segment 
across various sectors in 
India out of the total de-
mand of 5.1 lakh employ-
ees, a Nasscom report 
said here on Thursday.

Of the total demand, 
3.7 lakh jobs are filled, it 
said. By 2021 the employ-
ee deficit would increase 

to 2.3 lakh, as the total de-
mand goes up to around 
8 lakh employees, as per 
the report. 

To meet the deficit 
of qualified and skilled 
employees, Nasscom on 
Thursday said it would 
involve universities and 
colleges along with other 
companies including 
Wipro and Tech Mahin-
dra to provide relevant 
skills to around one mil-

lion employees and an-
other one million pro-
spective employees and 
students.

Currently, Nasscom 
has a user base of more 
than 200,000 from mem-
ber firms who have com-
mitted to re-skilling their 
employees, it said in a 
statement.

“The Future Skills 
programme which was 
launched earlier this Feb-

ruary, ultimately aims to 
reskill one million profes-
sionals along with skilling 
one million potential em-
ployees and students in 
the industry over a period 
of five years,” the state-
ment said.

Around 10 Nasscom 
member companies 
would be the “pioneers”, 
the industry body said, 
adding that the second 
phase would also involve 

universities and colleges. 
“Some of the ‘pio-

neers’ include, Wipro 
and Tech Mahindra (IT 
Services), Cyient (Engi-
neering Services), Gen-
pact and WNS (Businiess 
Process Management), 
CGI (Global Capabil-
ity Center), Purpletalk 
(Products), Dev-IT and 
Kellton (small and medi-
um enterprises),” as per 
the statement.

US-China trade war: Qualcomm 
officially scraps $44-bn NXP deal

Gold slides on weak global 
trend, muted demand

Rupee ends at 1-week high 
of 68.66 on dollar sell-off

San Francisco, July 26 
(IANS): In a big fallout of 
the escalating US-Chi-
na trade tensions, San 
Diego-based chipmaker 
Qualcomm on Thursday 
officially terminated its 
$44 billion acquisition 
of Dutch tech firm NXP 
Semiconductors after the 
Chinese regulators let the 
final deadline pass and 
did not grant approval to 
the deal.

Paving the way for 
a $30 billion stock buy-
back, the company also 
announced to pay a ter-
mination fee of $2 billion 
to NXP Semiconductors 
that makes automotive, 
security and Internet of 
Things (IoT) solutions.

“Our core strategy 
of driving Qualcomm 
technologies into higher 
growth industries re-
mains unchanged. 

“We will continue to 
focus on our strong mo-
mentum in new growth 
industries with projected 
revenues of approximate-
ly $5 billion for fiscal year 
2018 -- up greater than 70 
per cent from fiscal year 

2016,” Steve Mollenkopf, 
CEO of Qualcomm, said 
in a statement on Thurs-
day.

The two companies 
entered into one of the 
largest tech deals in Oc-
tober 2016 and the dead-
line to close the deal was 
extended several times 
as they waited for China 
to approve or deny the 
merger.

Eight of the nine 
countries where Qual-
comm has businesses 
had approved the deal.

In an earlier state-
ment on Wednesday, 
Mollenkopf said: “We 
intend to terminate our 
purchase agreement to 
acquire NXP when the 
agreement expires at 
the end of the day today, 
pending any new mate-
rial developments”.

With no answer from 
China’s Ministry of Com-
merce as the deadline 
passed on Thursday 
morning, it was clear that 
the merger was officially 
dead.

Qualcomm, how-
ever, said it continues to 

achieve strong growth, 
accelerated by its expan-
sion and momentum in 
the areas of IoT, automo-
tive, RF Front End (RFFE), 
compute and network-
ing.

“We believe our tech-
nology leadership and 
disciplined execution will 
drive significant value 
creation for our stock-
holders,” Mollenkopf 
added in the fresh state-
ment.

The news came as a 
setback for the experts.

“China delaying and 
finally not approving the 
QCOM-NXP acquisition 
is a big blow to Qual-
comm’s ambition to scale 
into automotive, IoT and 
security verticals,” said 
Neil Shah, Research Di-
rector at Counterpoint 
Research.

“Further to that, the 
current trade war and 
previous stance by US on 
companies such as Hua-
wei, ZTE and other re-
jected M&A activity (e.g. 
Micron) has just com-
pounded the matter for 
Beijing to disapprove the 

M&A activity, Qualcomm 
being the casualty,” Shah 
tweeted.

The US, however, 
lifted the ban on Chinese 
tech firm ZTE earlier this 
month after it deposited 
$400 million in an escrow 
account in the US.

In March, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump had 
blocked Singapore-based 
Broadcom’s $117 bil-
lion proposed buyout of 
Qualcomm over national 
security grounds.

Meanwhile, Qual-
comm reported a revenue 
of $5.6 billion for the third 
quarter, saying the rev-
enue in the third quarter 
grew four per cent year-
on-year. The net income 
was $1.2 billion.

“We reported results 
significantly above our 
prior expectations for our 
fiscal third quarter, driven 
by solid execution across 
the company, including 
very strong results in our 
licensing business,” Mol-
lenkopf said.

The company also an-
nounced that it does not 
expect to supply wire-

less chips for upcoming 
iPhones.

Qualcomm is a major 
supplier of 4G chips for 
smartphones.

“We believe Apple in-
tends to solely use our 
competitor’s modems 
rather than our modems 
in its next iPhone re-
lease,” Qualcomm Finan-
cial Chief George Davis 
was quoted as saying in a 
CNET report.

Apple and Qualcomm 
have been fighting over 
patents since the begin-
ning of 2017.

“Qualcomm didn’t say 
which company will sup-
ply modems for the next 
iPhone, but it is believed 
to be Intel,” the report 
added.

With iPhone 7 and 7 
Plus launch in 2016, Ap-
ple began using Intel 
chips in some variants of 
iPhones. 

However, some me-
dia reports said Apple has 
reportedly conveyed a 
message to Intel, saying it 
will not be using the chip-
maker’s 5G modems for 
2020 iPhone models.

Mumbai, July 26 (PTI): 
Gold prices fell by Rs 95 
per 10 grams at the bul-
lion market here today, 
tracking a weak trend 
overseas amid muted de-
mand from local jewel-
lers.

Silver, too, lost sheen 
due to reduced offtake by 
industrial units.

Standard gold (99.5 
per cent purity) declined 
by Rs 95 to close at Rs 
29,870 per 10 grams from 
Wednesday’s closing lev-
el of Rs 29,965.

Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also went 
down by the same mar-
gin to finish at Rs 30,020 
per 10 grams as against 

Rs 30,115 previously.
Silver (.999 fineness) 

moved down by Rs 120 
a kg to end at Rs 38,215 
against yesterday’s level 
of Rs 38,335.

Globally, gold edged 
lower in response to an 
easing of trade tensions 
after the US agreed to 
refrain from imposing 
tariffs on cars from the 
European Union.

Spot gold slipped 0.2 
per cent to USD 1,228.33 
per ounce at early trade, 
after it rose 0.6 per cent 
on Wednesday.

Among other pre-
cious metals, silver edged 
0.4 per cent lower to USD 
15.50 an ounce.

Mumbai, Jull 26 (PTI): 
The rupee rose by 13 
paise to close at a fresh 
one-week high of 68.66 
against the US dollar as 
steady unwinding of the 
greenback by exporters 
and banks helped the lo-
cal unit to extend gains 
for the second day.

A rally in domestic 
stock markets coupled 
with positive trade-re-
lated headlines provided 
an additional boost and 
largely weighed on the 
trading front despite rise 
in crude prices.

Forex sentiment wit-
nessed a revival of en-
thusiasm as currency 
traders took comfort in 
the encouraging meet-
ing outcome after US 
President Donald Trump 
obtained concessions 
from the European Un-
ion to avert a transatlan-
tic trade war.

The dollar tumbled to 
a two-week low against 
a basket of major cur-
rencies on easing trade 

tensions between the US 
and the European Un-
ion.

On the energy front, 
crude prices rallied after 
Saudi Arabia suspended 
its oil shipments through 
a key Red Sea strait. The 
benchmark Brent for 
September settlement 
was trading higher at 
USD 74.32 a barrel in 
early Asian trade.

The rupee resumed 
higher at 68.71 from 
previous close of 68.79 
at the Interbank Foreign 
Exchange (forex) market 
and extended the posi-
tive momentum through 
the Asian session to hit a 
session high of 68.62.

But, the Indian rupee 
came off the days high 
against the dollar in late 
afternoon trade on bouts 
of dollar demand and 
settled the day at 68.66, 
revealing a gain of 13 
paise, or 0.19 per cent.

It has now strength-
ened by 28 paise against 
the USD in last two days.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 26th July 18

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

NO.M-313/18        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Padma 
Naben -Vrs- T. Shangngang Konyak resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 26.08.18.

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Padma Naben
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 348
Dag No: 292/479, Area: 00-02-10
North: Approach Road, South: Huneswar, 
East: Huto Sumi, West: Huneswar

NOTICE

D-5793

I, N. Temjensoba Ao (New 
Name) previously called Shri. 
Temjensoba Ao (Old Name) 

through this Affidavit vide Regd.
No.491/18, Dt: 26.07.2018 
do hereby solemnly declare 

that from this date the name/
surname N.Temjensoba Ao 

shall be used in all my official 
documents/Indian Passport and 

records from now onwards.
DEPONENT

DECLARATION

D-5792

IN THE COURT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 26th July 2018

(MHALO HUMTSOE)
Revenue-cum-Resettlement Officer
Office of the Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

No.VLS-4/89-D/PF-1/3204       /In the matter of application received from Shri 
Etsungmomo Lotha, Smti K. Shanjorhoni Lotha and T Soren Lotha, Pattadars 
of Patta No.148, Dag No.241 measuring 00B-02K-11Ls, Patta No.630, Dag 
No.213/744 measuring 00B-01K-15Ls and Patta No.651, Dag No.213/765 
measuring 00B-03K-00Ls for revocation of sale deed and gift deed regd vide 
Regd No.SD.313/88 dt 10/02/88, Regd No.948/15 dated 3/8/15 and Regd 
No.334/16 dated 13/4/16 and subsequent mutation granted in their favour from 
DagNo.213 whereas as per the spot verification report received from the LRSO 
vide No.LRSO/D/TECH/ Bamunpukhuri/2013-14/276 dated 23rd June 2017 it 
has been ascertained that actual ground position falls under part of Dag No.64.

Therefore the undersigned hereby invites claims/objections if any for 
revocation/cancellation of the Sale Deeds/Gift Deed and subsequent mutation 
granted vide P/C-113/88 Dt 28/7/88, M-896/15/9425-26 dt 3/8/15 and 
M-328/16/456-57 dt 13/4/16 in writing on or before 26/8/18, to enable the 
application to file afresh for mutation as per the provision.

NOTICE

D-5794

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE 

 NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
PHQ(C-1)2/90(Pt)/1475  Dated Kma, the 26th July’ 2018

CORRIGENDUM
With reference to this office advertisement of even No.PHQ(C-1)2/90(Pt). 
dated 24th July’2018 for the post of LDA-Cum-Computer Assistant in Police 
Department, under the heading, “Instructions for candidates”, Sl. No. (iv) 
should be read as Questions for Mains Exam will be Descriptive type, 
Multiple Choice Questions(MCQ) and Objective type Questions consisting 
of 100 marks.

All other instructions remain the same as notified in earlier Notifications.

Sd/-
(T. JOHN LONGKUMER) IPS

Director General of Police
Nagaland, KohimaKG-2699

product “had acquired dis-
tinctive character through 
the use that had been 
made of it in the EU”, in ef-
fect protecting the choco-
late bar’s shape.

However, the European 
court subsequently an-
nulled EUIPO’s decision, 
and now it has upheld that 
ruling.

The Kit Kat shape was 
only trademarkable if it was 
distinctive in all of the EU 

countries and those that 
trade using product laws in 
common, such as Norway.

This was not possible 
because there is another 
similar product in Norway.

“Nestlé, Mondelez and 
EUIPO appealed to the 
Court of Justice against the 
judgment of the General 
Court,” the ruling said and 
added, “the Court dismiss-
es the appeals of Nestlé 
and EUIPO”.
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India’s Secularism 
Being Threatened

F
inally the Centre has to admit that intolerance 
is spreading its wings in the country. As per the 
central government figures placed in the par-
liament there is 30 per cent rise in communal 

violence in the country since 2014. Clearly increase in 
number of communal violence is indicative of the fact 
that from certain quarters a deliberate attempt is being 
made to destroy the social fabric of the country. To keep 
India disturbed these forces are attacking the pluralistic 
nature of Indian society. We will have to remain united to 
defeat such forces.

There is no denying the fact that inaction of law en-
forcing agencies is one of the prime reasons for the rise 
in number of communal clashes, but that is not the only 
reason. There are many other factors responsible for the 
growing intolerance in the country. Foreign instigation, 
lack of education, poverty, lust for power, are some other 
reasons affecting communal harmony in the country.

It should be mentioned here that secularism is the 
greatest strength of India. If India is holding a place of 
respect in the world, it is because of its secular creden-
tials. How deep rooted is the secular tradition of India 
can be judged by the fact that initially India was not de-
clared a secular country. In the Constitution adopted by 
the country on January 26, 1950, India was declared as a 
democratic republic. The constitution makers were very 
confident that theocracy would never be able to make 
an entry to this country. So they didn’t think of declaring 
India as ‘secular’.

The word ‘secular’ made an entry in our constitution 
through the 42nd amendment. While doing so the then 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi argued that people with 
vested interests were trying to destroy the secular fabric 
of the country. So to protect India from those fundamen-
talists the government of the time took such a step.

Now it seems that Indira’s worst fear of fundamental-
ists affecting India’s secular credentials are on the verge of 
becoming true. As per the government figures in 2014 the 
country witnessed 644 incidents of communal violence. 
In 2015 the number of such incidents rose to 751, while 
the following year i.e. 703 such incidents were reported 
and in 2017 the number rose to 822. Moreover, due to 
communal clashes India has lost nearly 250 valuable 
lives, apart from destruction of properties worth crores.

But even after taking all the reasons into considera-
tion, it must be stated that central government should be 
more vigilant in preventing communal clashes. It can’t 
shrug off its responsibility by simply saying that law and 
order is a state subject, as stated by Minister of State, 
Home Affairs Hansraj Gangaram Ahir. It is the duty of the 
central government to protect the unity and integrity of 
the country. If secularism is going to be attacked in this 
manner, unity and integrity of the country will be in dan-
ger. If needed, the centre should create a constitutional 
body like election commission (EC) to handle the law and 
order situation of a sate during riots as EC does at the time 
of polls to ensure India’s secular fabric remains intact.

Deepak Jain | IANS

Anoo Bhuyan | thewire.in

Sarim Naved | thewire.in

People shout slogans during a protest against recent mob lynchings across the country, in Ahmedabad, India, July 23, 2018. 
Credit: Reuters/Amit Dave

Generous giving displays courageous 
confidence in God’s loving and faithful 

provision.

On our wedding anniversary, my husband, Alan, gives 
me a large bouquet of fresh flowers. When he lost 
his job during a corporate restructure, I didn’t expect 

this extravagant display of devotion to continue. But on 
our nineteenth anniversary, the color-splashed blossoms 
greeted me from their spot on our dining room table. 
Because he valued continuing this annual tradition, Alan 
saved some money each month to ensure he’d have enough 
for this personal show of affection.

My husband’s careful planning exhibited exuberant 
generosity, similar to what Paul encouraged when he ad-
dressed the Corinthian believers. The apostle complimented 
the church for their intentional and enthusiastic offerings 
(2 Corinthians 9:2, 5), reminding them that God delights 
in generous and cheerful givers (vv. 6–7). After all, no one 
gives more than our loving Provider, who’s always ready to 
supply all we need (vv. 8–10).

We can be generous in all kinds of giving, caring for one 
another because the Lord meets all of our material, emo-
tional, and spiritual needs (v. 11). As we give, we can ex-
press our gratitude for all God has given us. We can even 
motivate others to praise the Lord and give from all God 
has given them (vv. 12–13). Openhanded giving, a lavish 
expression of love and gratitude, can demonstrate our con-
fidence in God’s provision for all His people.

Lord, please help us trust Your abundant love and 
generosity, so we can give to others as You so faithfully 

give to us.

Cheese Your Way to Good Health

UN Political Declaration on TB Likely to Be Re-Opened, With Pushback Against the US

Lynchings Highlight a Systemic Crisis. A Bureaucratic Solution Won’t Fix It

C
heese is fattening! Cheese is for 
thin people! Common myths 
we have when it comes to 
cheese.

While there are several variants of 
cheese, one of the healthiest avatars 
called feta enriches your nourishment 
quotient. ‘Feta’ is derived from the 
Greek word for slice. Available in a soft 
texture, this white brined cheese which 
crumbles on touch is one the “healthiest 
cheeses in the world”.

Cheese is a very delicious comple-
ment to any kind of meal but sadly peo-
ple avoid this calcium-rich food when 
sticking to a healthy diet. While most 
people love cheese, there seems to be a 
mental block. Here comes feta a cheese 
with great taste which is packed with 
good health. Let’s unveil this “packed 
with good health” cheese :
* Energy and lower fat content: Feta is 
low in calories and fat than most other 
cheeses.

According to Chef Priya Dikshit, 
“Due to it’s strong flavor, just one ounce 
as part of your meals is enough. This 
one-ounce serving contains 69 calories 
and only 5.9 grams of fat, of which 4.23 
grams are saturated, while Cheddar has 
9 gms of fat in a similar serving size”. 
Feta cheese contains up to 1.9 per cent 
conjugated linoleic acid (CLA) a fatty 

acid known to help improve body com-
position, decrease fat mass and increase 
lean body mass.
* Protein: In addition to good fats and 
calcium, peta has a high protein content 
sitting at 4.8 grams of protein per 28-
gram serving. Researchers have found 
that the protein in these products has a 
positive effect on insulin secretions and 
that the combination of calcium, mag-
nesium, potassium, specific fatty acids 
and low glycemic index sugars have 
beneficial effects on glucose control, 
insulin sensitivity, and insulin secretion. 
This, in turn, lowers your risk of devel-
oping type-2 diabetes.
* A rich source of calcium: A 28 gms 
serving of feta cheese contains nearly 
140 mg of calcium, making it one of the 
best dietary sources of calcium. Cal-
cium is an essential component to the 
development and health of your body 
bones and tooth enamel. This calcium, 
in combination with magnesium and 
vitamin D, is a potent anti-cancer mix-
ture, according to research. The protein 
alpha-lactalbumin can be found in feta 
that binds to calcium and zinc ions, has 
been suggested to have antibacterial 
and antitumor properties. Feta is also 
high in phosphorus, iron, manganese, 
selenium, zinc and potassium.
* Vitamins: Feta cheese packs in vitamin 
B6, Vitamin A and phosphorous. It also 
has 0.6 micrograms of vitamin B12. An-

other protein found in feta cheese nutri-
tion is called histidine. When histidine is 
combined with vitamin B6, it undergoes 
a molecular process to become hista-
mine, a compound that provides anti-
inflammatory benefits.
* Probiotics: Feta cheese also contains 
probiotics, which also help the immune 
system fight infection and disease. It 
has been shown to contain lactobacillus 
plantarum, which accounts for about 48 
per cent of its bacteria. These bacteria 
can help promote immune system and 
gut health by protecting the intestinal 
tract from disease-causing bacteria like 
E. coli and Salmonella.

* Red Alert Sodium: Sodium is the only 
ingredient that one has to be careful 
about. Feta is high in sodium and con-
tains 266 mg of sodium in a one-ounce 
serving, which can account for up to 11 
per cent of your RDI. A simple way to re-
duce the salt content of this cheese is to 
rinse it with water before eating it.

So, what are you waiting for? Go ahead 
and create your own concoction of feta 
cheese with anything you like. Your salad 
to your fruits to your roti, Feta can do 
wonders to your palate and your health.

(Deepak Jain is Managing Director, 
D’Lecta Foods. The views expressed 

 are personal)

South Africa has “broken silence” on the 
UN’s declaration on TB, and the draft will 

be re-opened for talks.

T
he UN has released the final draft of the politi-
cal declaration on the ‘Fight against Tubercu-
losis,’ dated July 20.

The Wire had secured one of the last itera-
tions of this declaration and broke the story last week: 
After two months of negotiations and pressure from 
the US on developing countries, the final versions did 
not have references to TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights) flexibilities, even while 
several earlier iterations did.

The UN’s public release of this draft – versions of it 
were so far only being leaked to the public – triggered 
what is known as a period of “silence.” The draft was 
“under silent procedure” until late evening on Tuesday. 
This period is for delegations to obtain final approval 
from their governments.

But soon after this period got over, South Africa has 
now reportedly broken the silence, by expressing ob-
jection to the text of the final published draft. Breaking 
the silence is considered a rare action at these discus-
sions.

South Africa’s bold stand will re-open the text for 
negotiations. The text has already been negotiated in 
New York for the last two months with officials from 
around the world, including India.

What has India been saying
in New York?
While there has been speculation that India also took 
a bold stand along with South Africa, Indian officials at 
India’s Permanent Mission to the UN have declined to 
confirm this.

However, two senior officials posted to India’s Per-
manent Mission to the UN in New York, have said dif-
fering things about the status of the negotiation.

One said, “Negotiations are not on for now as dif-
ferences remain” and “Negotiations are not moving 
anywhere.” Another senior official closely involved in 
the negotiations said, “The negotiations on the issue 
are underway.”

Sources told The Wire that while developing coun-
tries like India, Brazil and South Africa had been resist-
ing the removal of references to TRIPS flexibilities until 
the end, India then capitulated. India agreed to drop 
the references to this from the operative section of the 
text and contend with just one passing reference to 
this, in the perambulatory section.

South Africa, on the other hand, has been pushing 
ahead at a fast pace, in tackling its tuberculosis burden. 
Last month the South African government released 
data and a statement on the results of the introduction 
of new TB drug bedaquiline, into the treatment regi-
mens of South African TB patients. Of 200 patients put 
on the drug, three-quarters of them had a “favorable 
outcome” including “cure and treatment completion.”

With its TB burden being the highest in the world, 
India has committed to eliminate tuberculosis by 

2025, even though the global commitment on this has 
been set to 2030.

Global activists have already begun to put pressure 
on governments as well as Janssen, a pharmaceutical 
company which manufactures bedaquiline, to drop 
prices on the drug.

TRIPS is a multilateral agreement with member 
states of the World Trade Organisation. It deals with in-
tellectual property and among other things, it extends 
rights and benefits to developing countries to control 
the prices of medicines and keep them affordable.

Having language that reaffirms commitments to 
TRIPS flexibilities, matters to developing countries, 
who not only struggled to get these provisions intro-
duced into the TRIPS but now struggle to keep that in 
the memory of big countries like the US.

“Constantly removing this language, over time, di-
lutes the global belief and commitment to TRIPS,” said 
a researcher on trade and patent issues, speaking on 
the phone from Geneva.

One of the last mentions of TRIPS flexibilities in the 
operative portion of the global declaration, was in the 
draft of July 10, which The Wire reported on. It had said:

“The use to the full, of existing flexibilities under 
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intel-
lectual Property Rights (TRIPS) specifically geared to 
promoting access to and trade in medicines; and en-
sure that intellectual property rights provision in trade 
agreements do not undermine existing flexibilities, 
as confirmed in the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS 
Agreement and Public Health…”

Missing from the government’s 
plan to counter mob violence is any 

actual consultation that can make a 
difference.

T
o tackle mob lynchings, the government has 
set up two ‘high-level committees’. The first 
committee, under the Union home secretary 
and comprising four other secretaries, will ‘de-

liberate on the matter and make recommendations’. 
This committee will in four weeks submit its recom-
mendations to a group of ministers headed by the 
Union home minister, Rajnath Singh. This group of 
ministers will then submit its recommendations to the 
prime minister.

This exercise, wherein a high-level committee of 
civil servants will report to a higher-level committee of 
ministers, which will in turn report to the highest level, 
that is the prime minister, is the Union government’s 
official response to the crisis of lawlessness that is tak-
ing over this country. Missing from this entire under-
taking is any actual consultation that can lead to solu-
tions. Also lacking is an awareness of the fact that what 
the spate of mob lynchings reveals is a fundamental 
crisis of politics facing the republic.

The Union home minister went on the record last 
week to state that lynching is an issue to be dealt with 
by the states. The press release announcing the ‘high-
level committee’ takes pains to point out that policing 
and public order are state subjects under the consti-
tution. It also points out that the Central government 
has till date issued at least three advisories to the states 
to take action against mob lynching. The latest one 
seems to be a response to the recent Supreme Court 
judgment pronouncing that mob lynching is unac-
ceptable and that the onus is on the state and Cen-
tral government to prevent it from happening. These 
initiatives seem to be aimed more at avoiding possi-
ble contempt proceedings before the Supreme Court 
rather than achieving the stated goal, that is to stop 
rampant mob violence.

While the Supreme Court has stated that the Cen-
tral government should consider bringing in a new law 
regarding lynching and mob-violence, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, as per some media reports, seems to be of 
the opinion that no such law is required as the existing 
laws are enough to take care of the problem.

In reality, the current laws are enough to take care 
of mob lynching. The need for a special law has arisen 
precisely because political patronage has resulted in 
little action being taken against the ‘activists’ indulg-
ing in cow-related violence. Otherwise, the laws as 
they stand make every person who has participated 
in a lynching liable for the offence of murder. Immedi-

ate arrest is provided for in the law and bail is not or-
dinarily given to murder accused. Yet, people are not 
arrested, bail is granted readily and, as in Pehlu Khan’s 
case, people named by him in his dying declaration 
have been let off by the investigating agency itself. Can 
a high-level committee detoxify the police establish-
ment from a certain ideological bias?

Therefore, this situation has not been birthed by a 
flaw in our laws, it mirrors a political crisis further ex-
acerbated by a systemic crisis characterising govern-
ance in India. It is a political crisis because lynching 
in the name of cow protection is an avowedly crimi-
nal/political project aimed at terrorising the Muslims. 
At another level, it is a larger systemic crisis because 
lynching based on rumours of abduction of children 
shows the desperation of people, who tend to belong 
to the poorer and more disadvantaged communities, 
to protect their own – showing a fundamental lack of 
faith in the police as well as no hope of redressal if the 
worst comes to pass.

When the problem is both political and systemic, 
the solution cannot be bureaucratic. Five civil serv-
ants running important government departments 
clearly cannot come up with the required solutions 
as a part-time committee. As vague as the terms of 
reference are, there is little hope that the recommen-
dations of this committee will be meaningful in any 
way. A political response can only be formulated by 
political leaders, more so by those in government. 
Fundamental systemic changes are of course going to 
be much more complex. However, this two-month-
long succession of part-time committees is not going 
to bring that about.

Perhaps one of the most effective responses to 
this crisis in both its iterations, that is the cow-related 
lynchings and those related to fears about abduction, 
would be police reform. The reforms as ordered by the 
Supreme Court are still lacking in implementation or 
are being implemented half-heartedly. A police force 
that is subject to political whims, is understaffed, 
overworked and poorly trained can neither police the 
country effectively nor engender the kind of confi-
dence in people that is required. The act of lynching, 
by its very nature, expresses a rejection of the state, its 
policies and instrumentalities. What separates the act 
of lynching from simple murder is the conviction of 
the killers that they are the punishers and the victim 
is the deserving recipient of their justice. In the case of 
killings related to cow protection, the rejection of the 
state is exacerbated by a sense of immunity and hostil-
ity to the very rule of law.

The lynch mob believes that it is doing what needs 
to be done and is convinced that it will not be pun-
ished for its transgressions. Both these beliefs incorpo-
rate a presupposition – namely, that the government is 
ineffective and incapable. This belief is the real crisis 
that this new culture of lynching presents. Cow protec-
tion-related violence will decrease once its patrons be-
come less powerful. Empirical data from IndiaSpend 
reveals that 98% of all cow related lynchings since 2010 
have occurred in the last four years, under this regime, 
and 86% of the victims have been Muslims. So this is 
primarily a political problem. The government and its 
law and order machinery need to become alive to this 
challenge.

(Sarim Naved is a practicing lawyer in Delhi.)

DAILY

PATH
Lavish Expressions of Love

BIBLE READ:  2 CORINTHIANS 9:6–15   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion.            

~  2 Corinthians 9:11
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Things should flow 
extremely well for you today, Aries, especially 
when it comes to anything having to do with 
love and beauty. Throw a party, or at least in-

vite some close friends over for dinner. A tremendous fire 
from within fuels your romantic and social nature. Your 
creativity is at a monthly peak, and you’ll find that, in gen-
eral, your relationships with others will go extremely well.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might have 
to do a bit of adjusting today in order to expe-
rience a harmonious understanding with the 
people around you, Taurus. Adopt a feistier 

and more aggressive attitude toward love and romance 
if you want to receive any attention in that area. Feel free 
to go for the gold. Sitting back and lying low will most 
likely get you nowhere. Take the initiative. Be brave and 
go out on a limb.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your love life is 
a kaleidoscope of shapes and colors today, 
Gemini, full of complicated patterns and 
ever-changing displays of beauty. A new per-

spective is revealed everywhere you turn, and you learn 
something new about yourself and the people you’re 
involved with. Remain open to partnership on multiple 
levels in which you experience different types of com-
mitment with different people. It takes every color to 
make a complete rainbow.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Turn up your ag-
gressive nature regarding your romantic life, 
Cancer. You may find that a small spark is all 
that’s needed to rekindle a smoldering fire. 

You may be going through a period of transformation 
right now when it comes to this area of your life. If so, 
consider all the options and don’t shy away from a new 
way of relating. Your partner may have the very answer 
you seek.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today is a very pow-
erful day for you, Leo. You may find yourself 
going to extremes in certain areas of your life, 
especially when it comes to your romantic 

nature. You could be pulled way over to one side and 
then to the other. At first you may give it your all and the 
next minute completely withdraw. Try to find a balance 
in this seesaw game.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may not un-
derstand what all the fuss is about today, 
Virgo. Suddenly there’s a fire burning all 
around and you may be left questioning 

the motivations behind others’ actions. You may 
not be able to make heads or tails of the situation, 
so don’t waste your time trying to figure it all out. 
Let it be. Take a hint from others that you may need 
to add a bit of spark to your life to spice things up 
a bit.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Get your broom out 
of the closet today, Libra. Your job is to brush 
away the cobwebs from the corners of your 
emotional bedroom. Use the intense trans-

formative energy of the day to say goodbye to stale and 
unsatisfactory relationships that have left a bad taste in 
your mouth. Ignite the fire of a new situation and con-
sciously try to establish new habits so that old patterns 
don’t continue to repeat themselves.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There may 
be a great deal of charge in your battery to-
day, Scorpio, but you could be unsure about 
where to put all this energy. Get up and do 

some exercise. Give your body the workout it needs. Re-
member what it’s like to sweat. You’ll feel much better 
about yourself afterward, and you’ll be much more like-
ly to continue on a healthy path if you push your body 
to its limits.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Let your 
love light shine today, Sagittarius. There’s a 
great deal of passion in your heart that needs 
to be expressed. Let your romantic nature take 

the reins, and allow your creative nature to blossom. Be 
assertive with regard to the ones you love. Muster your 
courage and feel free to take the lead. Be loving and car-
ing without being smothering and clingy. Give others 
room to breathe!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): People 
might be a bit argumentative when it comes 
to romantic issues today, Capricorn. Your in-
stincts could be telling you to restrain your-

self and hold back, while the prevailing winds are urging 
you to strike out for new ground. Realize that your heart 
may need a bit of freedom and detachment. Your sensi-
tive nature could be causing you to read too much into 
the issues at hand.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Consider go-
ing on a trip with a close loved one, Aquarius. 
A long-term break from the current reality 
may be just the thing needed to infuse a new 

blast of romance into your life. If you’re unattached, 
you might find that going on an adventure to a foreign 
country results in meeting the love of your life. Broaden 
your horizons and look to new ways of thinking and be-
lieving.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today is one of 
those days in which if you want love, you need 
to go out and get it, Pisces. Don’t waste your 
time sitting at home and sulking. Be adven-

turesome and take that first step. You’re the only one 
who has the ability to pull yourself out of the rut, so do 
it. There is a great deal of passion behind your romantic 
intentions at this time, Cupid, so be careful where you 
point your arrow.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Wire Staff

Sources of ‘Rogue’ CFC-11 Emissions Damaging the Ozone Layer Need to Be Identified
Scientists are yet unsure about the exact location or quantity of emissions, but suspect that Chinese foam  

insulation units are the culprits behind production of the banned chemical.

A
s the Montreal Protocol drew to 
a close last week, officials sought 
help to trace the source of ‘rogue’ 
CFC 11 emissions damaging 

the ozone layer, setting back decades of 
healing. The Open-Ended Working Group 
(OEWG) of the protocol – an international 
treaty to protect the ozone layer by phasing 
out production of substances harmful 
to it – questioned Chinese authorities 
about foam manufacturing companies 
in rural China, which many suspect are 
the primary, if not sole, source of the 
emissions.

CFC or chlorofluorocarbons 
were commonly used as refrigerants, 
propellants and solvents.

After the phasing out process 
had begun, they were replaced by 
hydrofluorocarbons, which do not harm 
the ozone layer.

According to Nature, while Chinese 
delegates at the meeting said the issue had 
been brought to the attention of Premier 

Xi Jingping, they were “reluctant to 
concede any serious wrongdoings on the 
part of Chinese companies, or government 
negligence in their oversight”. Officials 
are still unsure about the exact source, 
quantity or nature of the emissions.

Officials are likely to maintain a close 
a watch on atmospheric data from South 
and East Asia. This will help pinpoint the 
source of emissions and the Montreal 
Protocol’s scientific assessment panel 
will gather the most recent data from the 
atmospheric monitoring stations in the 
region, including those of South Korea and 
Japan.

Nature wanted the governments 
to share the data required for further 
analysis. Governments could also share 
information on commercial entities and 
customs, which would help locate the 
emissions.

Whether the Montreal Protocol can 
persuade the governments into sharing 
the data will be a litmus test of its strength.
25% increase in emissions
The spike in emissions has been reported 

for at least four years now. According to a 
Washington Post report, there has been a 
25% increase in CFC-11 emissions since 
2012. Researchers said that the spike was 
not related to past CFC-11 production 
and suggests that there is unreported new 
production.

Speaking to the Washington Post, 
former NASA Robert Watson – who studied 
ozone depletion in the 1980s – said, “It is 
not clear why any country would want to 
start to produce, and inadvertently release, 
CFC-11, when cost-effective substitutes 
have been available for a long while.”

Earlier this month, Ars Technica reported 
that the Environmental Investigation 
Agency (EIA) – a UK-based NGO – had found 
a number of Chinese companies that were 
responsible for the emissions. According 
to the report, EIA was able to identify 
numerous companies who were advertising 
sales of CFC-11 through a simple Google 
search. Apart from its use as a refrigerant 
and propellant, CFC-11 can also be used to 
inflate foam insulation, Manufacturers of 
foam insulation were the culprits behind 

the new emissions, the EIA said.
While the EIA contacted 25 Chinese 

companies manufacturing foam 
insulation, 21 responded. Of those, 18 said 
they used CFC-11. The companies made it 
known that almost every foam insulation 
manufacturer – apart from the largest 
companies – were likely using CFC-11 to 
inflate the foam.

The report was also able to identify 
eight suppliers of CFC-11. When contacted 
by the EIA, the producers of the chemical 
said the legal alternatives were harder and 
more expensive to produce.
Bypassing customs inspection
While most of the produced CFC-11 is sold 
to Chinese foam insulation companies, 
some manufacturers revealed that the 
chemical was also being exported. A 
manufacturer explained that to bypass 
customs inspection, they “build up a 
container for four barrels of [white agent], 
and seal it carefully. Nobody at the custom 
would open it up. Seriously, how can 
anyone do inspections on that? We also 
spread putty on those containers to make 

it really messy”. Because the chemical is in 
a mix and is hard to test for, manufacturers 
simply label it as the legal alternative and 
get away with it.

The report recommended that the 
Chinese government crackdown on 
the illegal production of CFC-11 and 
conduct a nation-wide investigation to 
identify all manufacturers. It also wanted 
the members of the Montreal Protocol 
to procure atmospheric data from the 
respective governments to pinpoint 
the source of production, apart from 
implementing measures to ensure that 
there is no export or import of the banned 
substance.

CFC-11 can last up to 50 years in the 
atmosphere once it is released. In Earth’s 
stratosphere, some nine to 18 miles above 
the surface, it is destroyed and releases 
chlorine molecules, which engage in a 
string of reactions that destroy the ozone 
layer. The depletion of the layer weakens 
protection from ultraviolet radiation. CFC-
11 is also a greenhouse gas, contributing to 
global warming.

Aditya Prasanna Bhattacharya and Siddharth Sonkar | thewire.in

If Whatsapp Were to Be Put on Trial, What Would Its Offence Be?
Threatening to treat 

WhatsApp as an abettor 
cannot achieve any 

substantial results unless 
the term ‘fake news’ is 

defined.

I
n an attempt to increase 
media accountability, India’s 
information technology 
ministry recently issued a 

notice to WhatsApp, calling for 
stricter regulation in identifying 
fake news. The ministry stated 
that mediums which facilitate 
fake news as “mute spectators” 
could potentially face liability for 
abetting fake news, which may 
invite legal action.

Importantly, this statement 
was issued after WhatsApp created 
a new feature which notifies the 
recipient of a text message if the 
text is a forwarded one and not 
an original creation of the sender. 
Since misinformation is often 
spammed across large groups 
on WhatsApp, this feature could 
be extremely helpful in raising 
awareness of the nature of the 
received text.

While it was too early to test 
its effectiveness, the IT ministry’s 
statement shows that the 
government has already dismissed 
its adequacy. 

Perhaps in response to this, 
WhatsApp has announced that it 
will impose a cap on the number 
of chats a user in India can forward 
messages to. It has also removed 
the ‘quick forward’ feature.

Fake news disseminated 
through WhatsApp forwards has 
caused significant harm. A series 
of individuals have been lynched 
across the country on the suspicion 
of being child-abductors, based 
only on messages that went viral 
on WhatsApp.

Instead of dealing with 
lynching as a crime in itself, 
however, the government has 
chosen to focus its attention on 
regulating the alleged cause of 
lynching: fake news.

A perusal of recent events 
indicates that the Centre is 
adopting a two-pronged strategy 
to regulate fake news: On the one 
hand, it is placing responsibility 

for fake news on the platform 
that disseminates it, as opposed 
to the person(s) who create it. On 
the other, it is starting to make a 
demand for increased access to the 
data handled by the disseminating 
platform, ostensibly to identify 
and effectively regulate fake news.

There are several shortcomings 
of this approach.

What offence would  
WhatsApp ‘abet’?
The steady replacement of print 
media with digital forms has made 
the concept of news increasingly 
amorphous, raising concerns 
relating to what constitutes fake 
news in the first place; a question 
that precedes the attribution of 
resulting liability. Admittedly, 
there is a need for self-regulators 
to further reorient themselves in 
order to allay these concerns.

However, treating a medium as 
an abettor raises several concerns, 
the gravest being the marked 
absence of the specific offence 
which WhatsApp will be abetting. 
The statement issued by the IT 
ministry seems to indicate that 
the offence is that of ‘rumour 
propagation’.

While the words ‘fake news’ 
find no mention in the voluminous 
corpus of Indian law, the provision 
that comes closest to punishing it 
is Section 505 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), 1860. This provision 
punishes the making, publication, 
or circulation of any ‘statement, 
rumor or report’ that is likely to 
cause ‘fear or alarm to the public…
whereby any person may be 
induced to commit an offence…
against the public tranquility’.

The provision goes on to 
carve out a ‘good faith’ exception, 
according to which the offence is 
not made out when ‘the person 
making, publishing, or circulating 
any such statement, rumour or 
report’ has done so in good faith, 
believing it to be true.

While it is uncertain whether 
WhatsApp, if charged with 
abetting the offence under Section 
505, can claim this defence, a huge 
section of individuals who forward 
messages carrying fake news can 
undoubtedly invoke the exception 
of good faith.

Section 66A of the Information 
Technology Act, which was struck 
down by the Supreme Court in 
2015 for being ultra vires the 
constitution, came even closer to 
punishing the dissemination of 
fake news.

Section 66A(b) punished 
a person for sending ‘any 
information which he knows to be 
false…for the purpose of causing 
annoyance, inconvenience, 
danger, obstruction, insult, injury, 
criminal intimidation, enmity, 
hatred, or ill will’. In its decision 
in 2015, the Supreme Court 
termed this provision ‘open-
ended, undefined, and vague’, and 
repealed it from the statutes.

The court stated that any penal 
law that fails to define the offence 
with precision is liable to be struck 
down. “Ordinary people should be 
able to understand what conduct is 
prohibited and what is permitted. 
Also, those who administer the 
law must know what offence has 
been committed so that arbitrary 
and discriminatory enforcement 
of the law does not take place,” the 
court said.

When seen in light of the fake 
news debate, this decision attains 
renewed relevance. In failing 
to mention the specific offence 
which WhatsApp can be said to 
have abetted, the statement issued 
by the IT ministry suffers from the 
same defects of vagueness and 
uncertainty.

Without the mention of a 
specific offence, no formal charge 
can be levelled. WhatsApp, as a 
potential target of government 
sanctions, has a right to know 
which provision of penal law it 
might violate as an abettor.

Owing to the lack of consensus 
on the definition of fake news, and 
the impossibility in defining the 
contours of an associated offence 
without introducing an element 
of bias, it is highly unlikely that 
charging WhatsApp as an abettor 
is a workable strategy at this point.

Unaccompanied by a 
description of which specific 
offence WhatsApp will be abetting, 
the IT ministry’s position puts the 
cart before the horse. In addition 
to this, the more sinister prospect 
of indirect regulation must also be 
kept in mind.

One of the foremost problems 

associated with a state-centric 
determination of the effectiveness 
of regulatory abilities of social 
media platforms is that it may not 
be bereft of bias.

This is because the 
determination of falsity involves 
the separation of opinions, 
facts and the truth. Harmless 
discussions or purely satirical texts 
could be conceived as fake; and 
as a result, subjected to censure. 
For instance, an opinion that 
demonstrably attributes liability 
to the state for acts, mass-shared 
on WhatsApp, could be regarded 
as ‘fake’; and WhatsApp’s inability 
to restrict the dissemination a 
form of abetment. To put it simply, 
state control over determining 
the effectiveness of social media 
platforms in regulating fake news 
can result in indirect regulation of 
online content, as per the whims 
of the ruling government.

State intervention in the nature 
of sanctions against social media 
forums can amount to arbitrary 
and overbroad regulation, chilling 
free speech and raising serious 
concerns of privacy.

Increased demand for access to 
data: a privacy concern
This form of state-control may 
result in raising serious privacy-
related concerns arising out of 
potential forms of surveillance 
over texts on WhatsApp. It would 
be fair to presume that the state’s 
ability to monitor social media 
discourse would require access 
to all forms of data shared on 
WhatsApp. In order to ensure such 
access, WhatsApp would have to 
be mandated to actively share 
data with the Government. While 
an individual (data subject) may 
be comfortable sharing her data 
with private players for specific 
purposes, the same level of comfort 
may not exist when this data is 
shared with the Government.

This could be due to various 
reasons, security concerns being 
the foremost.

At present, the data protection 
framework in India does not 
sufficiently safeguard retained 
data (collected and stored for 
specific periods of time). While 
the ISP licence and the Unified 
Access Service Licence (grounded 
in the Telegraph Act) stipulate 
minimum retention periods, there 

is no unambiguous obligation 
imposed on telecom licensees 
(or, all data controllers for that 
matter) to delete or anonymise 
stored data. Individuals (requiring 
access to social media platforms) 
can be further be forced by data 
controllers such as WhatsApp 
to agree to click-wrap privacy 
policies. These may coerce data 
subjects to part with their data at 
the government’s disposal. In fact, 
the government’s insistence on 
access to data has been steadily 
increasing, reportedly rising to 
62% in 2017 in contrast to the 
average across the globe of 30%, 
ranking second in highest number 
of requests for data to Facebook.

To take another example, the 
government recently planned 
to monitor social media users 
individually to gauge opinions 
about official policies. This 
is further highlighted by its 
suggestion to the RBI to allow cross-
border transfers of data so long as 
a copy of this data is stored locally 
within India; placing emphasis not 
on protecting data against leakages 
abroad in-so-much as being able to 
avail this data whenever necessary. 
Such access could lead to making 
real-time state surveillance of 
WhatsApp conversations possible, 
potentially crippling dissent 
resulting from fear of censure. 
Most countries except China and 
India statutorily place limits on the 
duration of access or surveillance 
and the use of information that 
is obtained by the government. 
These statutes are premised on 
the principle of particularity – they 
allow surveillance of a particular 
target. When seen in light of the 
proposed treatment of platforms 
like WhatsApp as abettors in the 
dissemination of fake news, the 
government’s increasing demands 
for access to data crystallise the 
chilling effect.

Although WhatsApp’s 
restriction on text-forwarding 
does not fall within the traditional 
understanding of the chilling 
effect, it indicates that WhatsApp 
is compromising on its ease of 
usage in response to Government 
censure.
Overlap of regulatory 
jurisdictions
The IT ministry’s statement also 
does not synchronise with a 

report by India’s telecom regulator 
published last week on ‘Privacy, 
Security and Ownership of Data in 
The Telecom Sector’.

The report suggests that ‘data 
controllers’ should be obligated 
to share personal and sensitive 
personal data with entities that 
ensure the same level of protection 
that is applicable to the data 
controller. It also suggests that 
explicit consent should be a 
mandatory requirement to transfer 
data belonging to consumers. The 
absence of sync between TRAI 
and the government seems more 
evident through the publication 
of this report while the Srikrishna 
Committee report on data 
protection is still pending release.

This can cause considerable 
confusion in identifying the 
regulatory authority to which data 
controllers such as WhatsApp 
would be answerable.

The way ahead
Only months ago, the government 
tried to address the fake news 
issue by threatening to suspend 
journalistic accreditation if certain 
rules regarding dissemination of 
fake news were violated. But in the 
face of ensuing protests by various 
sections of the media, who saw it 
as an unreasonable restriction on 
journalistic freedom, the ministry 
circular was withdrawn.

It is undisputed that the 
scourge of fake news merits 
regulation. In meeting with this 
need, however, the nature and 
degree of regulation must be 
carefully considered.

Defining ‘fake news’ and 
delineating an associated offence 
of abetment will only be possible 
once there is broad consensus 
relating to its meaning. Until then, 
threatening to treat WhatsApp as 
an abettor cannot achieve any 
substantial results. Insofar as 
access to data is concerned, the 
government has to tread carefully 
keeping in mind privacy-related 
concerns.
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India to work with BRICS for Fourth 
Industrial Revolution — Modi

Around 1.4 lakh jobs vacant 
for AI, Big Data Analytics 
roles in India — Report

What if UNESCO withdraws Taj 
Mahal’s world heritage site title, asks SC

Replacing UGC like ‘external enemy’ 
destroying a country — Yechury to Modi

Social media companies can’t escape responsibility — MinisterChinese imports hitting Indian industry hard, 
causing unemployment — Parliamentary panel

PTI

China’s President Xi Jinping, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
Brazil’s President Michel Temer and Russian President Vladimir Putin pose together for a photo at the 
BRICS summit in Johannesburg, South Africa on Thursday.

PTI

Ravi Shankar Prasad (File Photo)

Johannesburg, July 26 
(IANS): Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday said that India 
will work with other mem-
ber states of the BRICS 
economic bloc to prepare 
for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution while reiterat-
ing India’s commitment 
to multilateralism, inter-
national trade and rule-
based world order.

Addressing the ple-
nary session of the 10th 
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China, South Africa) 
Summit here, Modi said 
that everybody knows the 
importance of working 
together to fight the chal-
lenges thrown up by cyber 
security.

“Industry 4.0 will fur-
ther increase these chal-
lenges and needs,” he said.

“India will like to work 
with the BRICS on the is-
sue of the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution. We need 
to together prepare best 
practices and policies in 
this connection.”

Founder and Executive 
Chairman of the World 
Economic Forum Klaus 
Schwab is credited with 
coining the term Fourth 
Industrial Revolution for 
having written a book by 
the same name.

It is the fourth major 

industrial era since the ini-
tial Industrial Revolution 
of the 18th century and 
is characterised by a fu-
sion of technologies that is 
blurring the lines between 
the physical, digital, and 
biological spheres.

It is marked by emerg-
ing technology break-
throughs in a number of 
fields, including robotics, 
artificial intelligence, block 
chain, nanotechnology, 
quantum computing, bio-
technology, the Internet of 
Things, 3D printing and 

autonomous vehicles.
“Keeping in mind the 

importance the changes 
in technology taking place 
these days and in the fu-
ture have for BRICS na-
tions as well as the whole 
world, I would like to sug-
gest to our ministers dis-
cuss this issue in detail,” 
Modi said.

“And if need be, take 
the help of experts as 
required.” According to 
Modi, the world that is be-
ing created by new indus-
trial technology and digital 

interface offers opportuni-
ties as well as challenges. 

“New systems and 
products will open new 
roads for economic devel-
opment,” he said. 

“People and human 
values are of utmost im-
portance in development 
and progress.” 

Stating that Industry 
4.0 will make the world 
flatter, the Prime Minister 
said that many deprived 
classes will be able to make 
big leaps with the help of 
technology and develop-

ment.  At the same time, 
he said it is difficult to say 
what effect this will have 
amid growing inequalities, 
a fast changing society and 
human values. 

“In the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution, talent will 
become more important 
than money,” Modi stated. 

“The new face of em-
ployment will be high 
skilled but temporary 
jobs,” he said.  

“When digital plat-
forms, e-commerce and 
and marketplaces will get 
linked with such technolo-
gies, a new kind of indus-
try and business leaders 
will surface,” he said.

Stating that the type 
and opportunities for em-
ployment will be an im-
portant issue, Modi said 
that though traditional 
manufacturing will con-
tinue to be an important 
means of job creation, it 
will become extremely 
important for workers to 
enhance their skills.

He was of the view that 
school and university cur-
ricula must be prepared in 
such a way that the youth 
can prepare for the future 
and said that it must be 
ensured that the changes 
in technology find place in 
such curricula.

“In India, because of 

this, the National Skill De-
velopment Mission has 
been started,” the Prime 
Minister said.

Modi also said that 
technological innovations 
can help in better service 
delivery, increase in pro-
ductivity levels and better 
management of labour 
issues.

“In today’s times, tech-
nology has become the 
biggest disruptor,” he said. 
“The effects of Industry 4.0 
just cannot be imagined.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, South African Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa, 
host of this year’s Sum-
mit, said that technology 
should not be allowed to 
change society.

He also said that the 
Fourth Industrial Revo-
lution should not be al-
lowed to be the preserve of 
a handful of nations.

Prior to the plenary 
session, Modi attended 
the leaders’ closed session 
of the Summit and pre-
sented the country state-
ment of India. “Reaffirm-
ing our commitment to 
reformed multilateralism, 
international trade and 
rules-based world order,” 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar tweeted referring 
to the statement.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): Around 1.4 lakh jobs 
are vacant in the the Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and Big Data Analytics segment across various 
sectors in India out of the total demand of 5.1 
lakh employees, a Nasscom report said here on 
Thursday.

Of the total demand, 3.7 lakh jobs are 
filled, it said. By 2021 the employee deficit 
would increase to 2.3 lakh, as the total de-
mand goes up to around 8 lakh employees, 
as per the report. 

To meet the deficit of qualified and skilled 
employees, Nasscom on Thursday said it would 
involve universities and colleges along with 
other companies including Wipro and Tech 
Mahindra to provide relevant skills to around 
one million employees and another one million 
prospective employees and students.

Currently, Nasscom has a user base of more 
than 200,000 from member firms who have 
committed to re-skilling their employees, it said 
in a statement.

“The Future Skills programme which was 
launched earlier this February, ultimately aims 
to reskill one million professionals along with 
skilling one million potential employees and 
students in the industry over a period of five 
years,” the statement said.

Around 10 Nasscom member companies 
would be the “pioneers”, the industry body 
said, adding that the second phase would also 
involve universities and colleges.

“Some of the ‘pioneers’ include, Wipro and 
Tech Mahindra (IT Services), Cyient (Engineer-
ing Services), Genpact and WNS (Businiess 
Process Management), CGI (Global Capability 
Center), Purpletalk (Products), Dev-IT and Kel-
lton (small and medium enterprises),” as per 
the statement.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): Slam-
ming both the Central and Uttar 
Pradesh government for the ne-
glect of Taj Mahal, the Supreme 
Court on Thursday wondered 
what if Unesco drops the 17th 
century Mughal monument from 
its list of world heritage sites.

“It is a world heritage site. 
What will happen if Unesco say 
that we withdraw the world herit-
age title,” asked the bench of Jus-
tice Madan B. Lokur and Justice 
Deepak Gupta.

Asked if the authorities con-
cerned have filed the manage-
ment plan for the protection and 
preservation of the heritage site, 
Justice Lokur said: “It is very very 
difficult to understand something 
that is happening. Something is 
said on affidavit, something is said 
orally and something otherwise. It 
is unacceptable.

Coupled with this, the court 
also wanted to know which was 
the authority responsible for the 
protection and preservation of Taj 
as it found that the three affidavits 
filed before it were by the Uttar 
Pradesh Tourism Department, 
second by the Union Environ-
ment and Forest Ministry and 

third by some other authority.
“Somebody has to take the 

responsibility. Who has to take the 
responsibility for Taj - either Cen-
tre or Uttar Pradesh government 
with an identifiable authority?” 
the bench said.

As senior counsel A.D.N.Rao 
told the court that the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India was re-
sponsible for the Taj, the court 
expressed surprise that the it has 
been kept out of the consultation 
process for preparing the draft vi-
sion document for the protection 
and preservation of the Taj.

Ordering that a copy of the 
draft vision document be made 
available to the SI and asking its to 
share it with INTACH, Agha Khan 
Foundation, ICOMS and other 
similar entities who have exper-
tise in protecting and restoring 
the historic monuments, the court 
also directed the UP government 
to give a copy of the vision docu-
ment to petitioner M.C.Mehta for 
his comments.

Sharing the court’s concern on 
the possibility of Unesco dropping 
Taj from the list of world herit-
age sites, Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal told the court that the 

task involving the preservation 
and protection of Taj and other 
adjoining monuments includ-
ing Agra Fort, Fatehpur Sikri and 
Sikandra fort at Mathura Ais mas-
sive and has to be carried by way 
of short term, medium and long 
term plan.

He told the court that short 
term plan itself would take two 
years to complete.

At the outset of the hearing, 
Justice Lokur took exception to 
Uttar Pradesh government filing 
the draft vision document asking 
if the state government expected 
the Court to “correct it.”

The court was told that the 
Taj Trapezium Authority was re-
sponsible for executing the larger 
plans fior the protection of herit-
age monument, Justice Lokur said 
had it been doing its job, things 
would not have come to such a 
pass.

The court directed it be told 
“categorically and unequivocally” 
who is responsible for the TTZ.

“Whether it is Union of India, 
then which Ministry, if it is Uttar 
Pradesh government, then which 
Ministry,” said Justice Lokur, add-
ing that “we are in a situation 

where left hand does not know 
what right is doing”.

TTZ is an area of about 10,400 
sq km spread over the districts of 
Agra, Firozabad, Mathura, Hath-
ras and Etah in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bharatpur district of Rajasthan.

As the Attorney General re-
ferred to the draft vision docu-
ment involving multi-pronged 
approach to preserve and protect 
the heritage monument, Justice 
Lokur confronted him with an 
affidavit by the Uttar Pradesh 
government which said that there 
were 1,167 polluting industries in 
the area.

Venugopal then sought to 
clarify that all of them were being 
operated on clean fuel and UP 
government’s standing counsel 
Aishwarya Bhati said it was just 
the nomenclature to describe 
them which is in use for long.

This drew the court’s ire.
“They are polluting industries, 

your affidavit says but you are say-
ing that they are not polluting but 
by nomenclature they have been 
described so,” said Justice Lokur.

“There is something wrong 
with your English or there is some-
thing wrong with ours,” he added.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): Communist 
Party of India-Marxist chief Sitaram 
Yechury has written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, expressing concern over 
how the government’s plan to replace the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) 
with a new body would adversely affect 
higher education in India, like an “exter-
nal enemy” destroying a country.

Opposing the government’s proposed 
Higher Education Commission of India 
(HECI) Draft Bill, Yechury in the letter has 
asked Modi to hold wider consultations 
with all stakeholders rather than rushing 
the legislation to parliament.

“I am constrained to draw your at-
tention to the draft legislation prepared 
by the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development for establishing the Higher 
Education Commission of India replacing 
the existing University Grants Commis-
sion which had been earlier established 
by the parliament of India.

“After carefully going through the 
provisions of the proposed bill we, from 
the Communist Party of India-Marxist, 
are compelled to come to the conclusion 
that if the bill is enacted in the present 
form and with the approach that its provi-
sions suggest, it will have a major adverse 
impact on higher education in the coun-
try in general and public funded higher 
education in particular.”

He said as it is often said it does not 
require an external enemy to destroy a 

country. “Destruction of its education 
system is more than adequate to ensure 
that outcome. I am afraid that the present 
draft bill needs to be withdrawn to avert 
that eventuality.”

The NDA-II government, it alleged, 
has repeatedly targeted public-funded 
higher education and research in the last 
four years.

“Its hostility against the culture of 
democratic debates and rational social 
enquiry in premier universities by de-
monising and mobilising negative public 
opinion against sections of students and 
faculty, its authoritarian challenge to 
academic and intellectual autonomy, and 
its aggressive promotion of mythological 
beliefs and supremacist bias against sci-
entific and historical facts constitute one 
dimension of this attack.”

The CPI-M said the other and “more 
systematic way” in which the government 
tried to bring higher educational institu-
tions “down on their knees is by continu-
ously slashing budgetary allocations to 
the UGC” and asking public-funded in-
stitutions to generate a part of their costs 
through internal resources and loans.

The government, it said, has drasti-
cally reduced seats and fellowships for 
M.Phil. and Ph.D. research programmes 
and promoted short-term contractual 
employment of faculty and administra-
tive staff instead of permanent recruit-
ment.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): 
Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad on Thursday 
said the government has is-
sued notice to WhatsApp as 
social media companies are 
accountable for the misuse 
of their platforms.

The government issued 
notice to WhatsApp as ru-
mours in the social media 
application preceded most 
incidences of violence, Pras-
ad said in the Rajya Sabha 
while participating in a dis-
cussion on the misuse of 
social media.

In response, WhatsApp 
has placed a limit to forward-
ing of messages to five and 
identified all forwarded mes-
sages as such, he said.

“Social media saying it 
is just a platform will not be 
acceptable. Just as a news-
paper cannot say it’s not 
their responsibility if a pro-
vocative news is published, 
same way, if people die or 
are instigated to kill due to 
fake news on social media, 
then it’s their responsibility,” 
he said.

The Minister said the 
government is congnizant 
that the social media is be-
ing used as a weapon against 
India’s interests and to incite 
violence, adding that the 
government is committed to 
taking all required actions to 
deter this.

However, Prasad, who 
is also the Information 

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): Chi-
nese imports are hitting the 
Indian industry hard and caus-
ing unemployment with Indian 
government not doing enough 
to tackle the situation, a parlia-
mentary panel has said in its 
hard-hitting report.

“At a time when there is an 
urgent need to stimulate our 
manufacturing sector to at least 
25 percent of country’s GDP, 
Chinese imports have thrown a 
spanner in the wheel of India’s 
economic progress per se and 
industrial manufacturing in 
particular,” the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Com-
merce has said in its 145th report 
that was tabled in Rajya Sabha on 
Thursday.

“The deluge of Chinese im-
ports in the Indian market is 
wiping out many domestic in-
dustries and is a cause for serious 
concern. The Chinese import 
is so hard-hitting on Indian in-
dustry that many manufacturers 
have been forced to become 
traders,” it added.

Some of the lacuna identi-
fied by the committee that the 
Indian authorities have not been 
able to tackle effectively are un-
der invoicing of Chinese goods, 
dumping of cheap goods, entry 
of prohibited goods by misdecla-
ration and smuggling.

“China faces a major chunk 
of anti-dumping investigations 
which is a clear indication that 

Chinese goods are causing un-
fair trade disruption,” the panel 
noted.

Dumping is when a country 
or company exports a product 
at a price that is lower than the 
price in the exporter’s domes-
tic market. It found out that a 
number of industries that have 
been adversely affected by the 
import of Chinese goods are la-
bour intensive. These industries 
have traditionally been large 
employment generators in India, 
such as textiles.

It observed that the closure 
of industry will also stress the 
banking sector which already 
is reeling under the burden of 
huge NPAs.

India’s bilateral trade has 
increased from $38 billion in 
2007-08 to around $89.6 billion 
in 2017-18.

In 2013-14, the Chinese im-
port was approximately to the 
tune of about 11.6 per cent of all 
Indian imports. By 2017-18, it has 
increased to about 16.6 per cent.

“The trade deficit with China 
at $63 billion constitutes more 
than 40 per cent of India’s total 
trade deficit. The Chinese goods 
itself constitute about one-sixth 
of all imports in terms of quan-
tum in India,” the report pointed 
out.

During the period 2007-08 to 
2017-18, there has been an in-
crease in India’s exports to China 
by $2.5 billion; the imports, how-

ever, increased by $50 billion 
during this period.

“In addition to revenue and 
mployment, low-quality Chinese 
imports also have an adverse im-
pact on the environment. Poor 
quality toys, colours, firecrackers, 
statues of gods and goddesses, 
etc. from China, are health haz-
ards in Indian household.

“The Committee is alarmed 
that Indian consumers get at-
tracted to these products for 
their low price without regard to 
the safety hazards entailed with 
such products. There is an urgent 
need to devise a strategy in which 
the domestic MSME product, 
which is better in quality than 
the Chinese cheap products 
are given their due premium 
through the organized retail sec-
tor,” it said.

The panel has advocated 
creating public awareness to dis-
courage buying of sub-standard 
imported products and putting 
in place a strong quality control 
framework.

“The Committee finds it un-
fortunate that in the name of 
‘ease of doing business’, we are 
more than willing to give market 
access to Chinese goods which 
is destroying our manufacturing 
while China is smartly protecting 
its industry from Indian compe-
tition. The Committee strongly 
recommends that BIS must also 
reciprocate in the same manner 
as the Chinese,” the report said.

Technology Minister, said 
it would not be wise to re-
strict the social media just 
because of a challenge, as 
the social media has em-
powered the common man 
by increasing his access to 
information and power to 
ask questions.

“Some people have prob-
lems with right-wing ideol-
ogy and some people are 
averse to left wing’s. If today 
our ideology gets such a huge 
stamp of approval then the 
followers would also be huge 
... now whatever you call 
them -- warriors or activists,” 
Prasad said.

He was replying to a que-
ry by Communist Party of 
India (CPI) leader D. Raja 
who wanted to know why 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) called its social media 
workers at a recent meeting 
“warriors”.

On Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) leader Derek O’Brien’s 
charge that Facebook de-
leted the page of Postcard 
News, as it is a right-wing 
portal and propagated fake 
news, Prasad said: “Postcard 
was removed by the Face-
book but there is no evidence 
to suggest that it was propa-
gating a particular ideology 
and that was the reason for 
removal.”

Stating that the coun-
try saw 40 lynchings in 13 
states in the last one year, 
Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi 
Azad questioned the gov-
ernment’s intention to pre-
vent such incidents.

“Although the govern-
ment may be failing to catch 
many of the culprits behind 
fake news and social media, 
I want to ask the government 
what is it doing with those it 
has caught,” Azad said.

“I  feel  embarrassed 
when a respected central 
Minister meets the accused 
in Nawada jail in Bihar and 
another Minister, who is 
educated abroad, garlands 
those accused of lynching 
when they are out on bail in 
Jharkhand. Another Parlia-
mentarian promised all legal 
expenses.

“If the government drops 
these ministers, MPs and 
MLAs, and takes legal actions 
against them, all lynchings 
would stop in the country in 
four days,” said Azad.
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News IN BrIef
Nearly 250 dead in IS attacks on 
south Syria — Monitor
Beirut, July 26 (PTI/AFP): The death toll in coordinated 
Islamic State group suicide bombings and shootings in 
southern Syria rose to nearly 250 overnight, more than half  
of them civilians, a monitor said today. Yesterday’s attacks 
hit Sweida, a Druze-majority province mostly held by 
the government which had remained relatively insulated 
from the country’s seven-year civil war.  The death toll 
climbed steadily throughout the day and into the night, 
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based 
monitoring group, said.  

US, EU agree to iron out trade 
dispute through talks
Washington, July 26 (PTI): In a significant development, 
the US and the European Union have agreed to iron out 
trade dispute through negotiations and put on hold the 
tariff war while they talk through their differences.  The 
move came after a meeting between US President Donald 
Trump and European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker here yesterday.  Addressing a joint press 
conference in the Rose Garden at the White House, the 
two leaders agreed to begin discussions on eliminating the 
tariffs and subsidies that hamper trade across the Atlantic.  

Chinese man sets off explosive outside 
US embassy in Beijing — Police
Beijing, July 26 (PTI/AFP): A 26-year-old Chinese man 
set off a small explosive device outside the US embassy 
in Beijing today, injuring his hand in the blast before he 
was taken into custody, police said. Chinese police said 
there were no other injuries in the incident, which took 
place near where visa applicants typically line up to enter 
the embassy for interviews. The explosion was set off by 
a man from China’s Inner Mongolia region surnamed 
Jiang, police said, adding that his injuries were not life-
threatening.

Guatemala volcano death toll rises 
to 147
Guatemala City, July 26 (IANS): The death toll from 
the eruption of Guatemala’s Fuego volcano on June 3 
has risen to 147, officials said. The National Forensic 
Sciences Institute on Wednesday said that it had managed 
to identify nine more sets of human remains, including 
three minors -- a 12-year-old boy and two teenagers, both 
aged 16, Efe news reported. Meanwhile, National Disaster 
Reduction Coordinator spokesman David De Leon said 
that with the new identifications the official death toll 
from the eruption presently stands at 147, along with 276 
people missing.

Police raid disgraced Macron 
aide’s office
Paris, July 26 (IANS): French police have searched the 
office of  a former senior security aide embroiled in a 
scandal at the Elysee Palace. Alexandre Benalla, 26, was 
fired last week and faces several charges after footage 
emerged showing him assault demonstrators at May Day 
protests, BBC reported on Wednesday. The president’s 
office said the former bodyguard was present for the 
search. President Emmanuel Macron has spoken for the 
first time on the scandal -- lashing out at press coverage of  
it. He told guests at a closed-door reception on Tuesday 
evening: “We have a media that does not seek the truth... I 
see a media power that want to be a judicial power.” “What 
happened on May 1 is terrible, serious, and for me it was a 
disappointment and a betrayal,” Macron told lawmakers.

Islamabad, July 26 (PTI): 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
chief Imran Khan today 
claimed victory in the gen-
eral elections after his party 
emerged as the single larg-
est party in the National 
Assembly with its candi-
dates winning 98 seats and 
leading in 20 others, amid 
rival political parties’ claim 
of “blatant” rigging.

Jailed former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif ’s 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) won 49 
seats and was leading in 
14 constituencies while Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
led by former president Asif 
Ali Zardari won 23 seats 
and was leading in 20 seats 
according to the latest unof-
ficial results.

Pakistan’s National As-
sembly comprises a total 
of 342 members, of which 
272 are directly elected 
whereas the rest - 60 seats 
reserved for women and 
10 for religious minorities 
- are selected later through 
proportional representa-
tion among parties with 
more than five per cent of 
the vote.

A party can only form 
the government if it man-
ages to clinch 172 seats in 
total. 

“After a 22-year-long 
struggle, the almighty God 
has finally given me the 
chance to implement the 
manifesto I had dreamed 
up over two decades ago,” 
Khan said in his first public 
address after the elections.

In his speech that was 
broadcast live via video link, 
Khan promised to make Pa-
kistan’s institutions stronger 
under which everyone will 
be held accountable. 

“First, I will be subjected 
to accountability, then my 
ministers and so on. To-
day we are behind (other 
countries) because there is 
a separate system for those 
in power and a separate one 
for ordinary citizens,” Khan 
said, as he promised to end 
the VIP culture and convert 
the existing PM House into 
an educational institution.

He also vowed to im-
prove the governance and 
over come the economic 
challenges faced by Paki-
stan.

Khan, who is set to be 
the next prime minister, 

said Pakistan is ready to 
improve its ties with India 
and his government would 
like the leaders of the two 
sides to resolve all disputes, 
including the “core issue” of 
Kashmir, through talks.

“If they take one step 
towards us, we will take 
two, but at least (we) need 
a start,” Khan said, assert-
ing that the blame game 
between the two neigh-
bours, detrimental to the 

sub-continent, should stop.
His speech came as two 

main parties - PML-N and 
PPP - raised questions on 
the transparency of the vote 
counting process, alleging 
their polling agents were not 
allowed to verify vote counts 
as is mandated by law.

PML-N chief Shehbaz 
Sharif, who was the prime 
ministerial candidate of his 
party after the jailing of his 
brother Nawaz Sharif in a 
corruption case, rejected 
the election results, alleging 
“blatant” rigging.

He did not say who he 
believes could have rigged 
the polls, but allegations of 
manipulating the elections 
have been made against 
the country’s influential 
military.

Awami National Party, 
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan, Pak-Sar-
zameen Party, Muttahida 
Majlas-i-Amal and Tehreek-
i-Labbaik Pakistan also 
alleged that their polling 
agents were either ousted 
of the polling stations at the 
time of counting or denied 
certified results by the poll-
ing staff.

“Some five other par-
ties including the PPP have 
raised the rigging issue in 
polls. After consulting them, 
I will announce the future 
course of action. Pakistan 
has suffered today,” Sharif 
said. He has convened a 
meeting with other parties 
to discuss the issue and for-
mulate a common strategy.

“We will fight this injus-
tice and use all options,” he 
said, adding that there has 
been a “blatant violation” of 
the mandate.

Bilawal Bhutto also 
raised questions over the 
credibility of the election 
commission. “24 hours & 
ECP cant give me lyari and 
larkana results. Can’t ex-
plain discrepancies or de-
lays,” the top PPP leader 
tweeted.

The ECP has rejected 
the “blatant” rigging allega-
tions.

In an unusual pre-dawn 
press conference, Chief 

Election Commissioner 
Muhammad Raza Khan 
acknowledged that the de-
lay in announcement of 
election results has “caused 
some annoyance”. 

Asked about the doubts 
and the allegations, he said: 
“We will prove ourselves 
that we did our job right.” 

“These elections were 
fair and we have not re-
ceived any complaint. If 
anyone has proof, we will 
take action,” he asserted.

Elections were also 
held for four provincial as-
semblies - Punjab, Sindh, 
Balochistan and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa.

The provincial trends 
showed that the PML-N was 
leading in 123 seats in Pun-
jab followed by the PTI with 
122 seats in the provincial 
assembly of 299 members. 
Independents were leading 
in 27 seats.

In Sindh, the PPP was 
heading towards a two-
thirds majority in its tradi-
tional bastion. The party 
was leading in 72 seats ac-
cording to the latest trends 
available for 113 of the pro-
vincial assembly’s 131 seats.

I n  K h y b e r - P a -
khtunkhwa, the PTI was 
heading towards a two-
thirds majority with its 
candidates leading in 67 
seats. The KP assembly has 
99 seats. Balochistan was 
heading towards a hung as-
sembly. Balochistan Awami 
Party was ahead in 12 seats 
while MMA was leading 
in 9. Balochistan National 
Party was leading in 8 seats.

The election marks the 
second democratic transi-
tion of power in the na-
tion’s 70-year history. The 
military has ruled Pakistan 
through various coups for 
nearly half of the country’s 
history since independence 
in 1947. 

The run up to the elec-
tions had seen a massive 
crackdown on the media 
and allegations that the 
military has secretly backed 
the campaign of Khan while 
targeting his political op-
ponents.

Imran Khan claims victory in elections 
amid allegations of vote rigging

Islamabad, July 26 (PTI): The inordinate 
delay in declaring the results of Pakistan’s 
general election was today blamed on a 
new Android-based mobile application 
technology tried by the poll authority. 

The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) had deployed a new system called 
the Result Transmission System (RTS) 
to ensure swift result transmission from 
polling stations in Wednesday’s elections.

The application was manufactured by 
the National Database and Registration 
Authority and it was supposed to enable 
presiding officers to transmit result to 
returning officers and to the election com-
mission in real-time.

The application has the provision to 
automatically capture current time and 
geographical coordinates through mobile 
phone’s Global Positioning System (GPS) 
and send election results data to central 
database of the ECP, the Express Tribune 
had reported earlier. 

Even after 24 hours after the voting 
ended, the ECP is yet to announce the 
complete results, Pakistani media re-

ported today. 
Pakistan Peoples Party Senator Sherry 

Rehman today said that although count-
ing of votes began over 24 hours ago, party 
chariman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who 
was contesting from Larkana and Lyari 
seats, has yet to receive any poll results.

Secretary of the ECP, Babar Yakoob 
said the delay in issuing official results of 
general election 2018 was due to failure of 
the RTS, which was specifically developed 
to ensure swift result transmission from 
around 100,000 polling stations across 
Pakistan.

He told reporters that over 85,000 cel-
lular phones were connected with RTS, 
but due to heavy traffic, the system was 
choked, and it could receive data from 
only 25,000 phones.

The ECP has now decided to collect 
and compile the results manually from 
presiding officers and assured that all 
results would reach the returning offic-
ers within half an hour, the official As-
sociated Press of Pakistan news agency 
reported.

Washington, July 26 (IANS): A 
group of Democratic lawmakers 
has urged the Donald Trump ad-
ministration to reunite the thou-
sands of migrant children separat-
ed from their parents, at the border 
, with their parents.

“The American Academy of 
Pediatrics tells us what’s happened 
to these kids... is institutional child 
abuse, at the hands of our gov-
ernment,” said Democratic Sen. 
Dick Durbin, the second highest 
lawmaker within his party in the 
upper house, at a press conference 
on Wednesday, Efe news reported.

The Democrats requested the 
US President to renunite the mi-
grant kids with parents within 24 
hours (July 26), when the deadline 
set by a federal judge expires.

“The bottom line is this: this is 
a disgraceful chapter in our history, 
and we’re only coming to the end 
because of a federal judge (and a 
court order). There are lives that 
will be harmed and changed for-
ever because of this zero tolerance 
policy,” said Durbin.

The practice “doesn’t reflect 
the values of the American people. 
The American people are caring 
people. They do not want children 
to be victims of this type of political 
exploitation,” he added.

However, Durbin and his col-
leagues said they regretted the fact 
that the Trump administration “will 
not comply” with the deadline, 
given that - on Wednesday there 
are “about 2,000” children who are 
being held apart from their parents 

due to the US government’s zero 
tolerance policy on illegal immi-
gration.

Durbin called the situation a 
mixture of “toxic cruelty” and “in-
competence”.

To date, the US government 
has reunited with their parents just 
58 of the 103 children under age 5 
who had been removed from their 
parents’ custody after they illegally 

crossed the US border, according 
to figures provided by Democratic 
lawmaker Yvette Clarke at the same 
press conference.

Besides criticizing the slow-
ness of the process of reuniting the 
kids and their parents, Democrats 
derided some of the conditions 
under which the parents and chil-
dren are being held at detention 
centres.

“These centres are not fed-
eral property, but rather are pri-
vate. That means that they want to 
maximise their profits at all costs,” 
Congressman Luis Gutierrez told 
Efe news.

Among other things, the law-
makers criticised the fact that the 
parents are being forced to pay $8 
for a telephone call if they want to 
speak with their children.

Johannesburg, July 26 
(PTI/AP): Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping urged fel-
low leaders of the BRICS 
emerging economies to 
“reject protectionism out-
right” today during their 
annual summit in which 
the United States is being 
criticised for escalating tar-
iffs on foreign goods. 

Xi along with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Brazilian 

President Michel Temer 
and South African Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa 
clasped hands and posed 
for a group photograph 
on the second day of their 
meeting in Johannesburg.

The Trump administra-
tion’s trade war with China, 
the world’s second-largest 
economy, and other major 
trading partners has given 
focus to the summit to rally 
support for what Xi called 
“common prosperity.” 

The Chinese leader 
criticised the “escalation of 
protectionism and unilat-
eralism” that he said has di-
rectly affected the develop-
ment of emerging markets.

“We must unlock enor-
mous potential for eco-
nomic cooperation,” he 
said, and fight back against 
protectionism by working 
through the United Na-
tions, the Group of 20 na-
tions and elsewhere.

The BRICS leaders 

later signed a declaration 
in which they agreed to 
strengthen economic and 
security cooperation, up-
hold “multilateralism” and 
work toward “a fairer inter-
national order.” “We call on 
all WTO members to abide 
by WTO rules,” they said in 
a statement, referring to the 
World Trade Organization.

A day earlier at the sum-
mit, Xi said the world faces 
“a choice between coop-
eration and confrontation” 

amid the trade dispute with 
the United States in which 
he warned there would be 
no winner.

Putin, for his part, sup-
ported the idea of opening 
regional branches of the 
New Development Bank 
for BRICS. “We are nego-
tiating with Brazil on this 
matter, starting from the 
fact that after the comple-
tion of the issue, the open-
ing of the office in Russia 
will begin,” he said. 

Washington, July 26 (PTI): 
There is no change in Amer-
ica’s sanctions policy with 
regard to Russia, US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
has said as opposition law-
makers grilled him over the 
recent meeting between 
President Donald Trump 
and his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in Helsinki, 
Finland. 

Testifying before Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign 
Relations yesterday, Pom-
peo assured Senators that 
the US does not and will 
not recognise the Kremlin’s 
purported annexation of 
Crimea. 

We stand together 
with allies, partners and 
the international commu-
nity in our commitment to 
Ukraine and its territorial 
integrity. There will be no 
relief of Crimea-related 
sanctions until Russia re-
turns control of the Crime-
an Peninsula to Ukraine. 
This Crimea declaration 
formalises United States 
policy of non-recognition, 
he said.

Responding to ques-
tions from angry lawmakers 
on the recent Trump-Putin 
meeting, Pompeo said there 
has been no change in sanc-
tions policy with regard to 
Russia. 

The US policy with re-
spects to sanctions remains 
completely unchanged, 
he said during a heated 
exchange of words with 
the Democratic Senator, 
Robert Menendez, who is 
the ranking member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee.

Pompeo said Trump 
was “very clear” with Putin 
about US positions. “They 
are the US positions that are 
the Trump administration’s 
positions and he spoke 
about them very firmly and 

clearly when he met with 
Vladimir Putin, he said.

Pompeo said from the 
outset the US administra-
tion’s approach has been to 
steadily raise the cost of ag-
gression until Putin chooses 
a less confrontational for-
eign policy while keeping 
the door open for dialogue 
in national interest. 

Between our two na-
tions, the US and Russia 
possess over 90 per cent of 
the world’s nuclear weap-
ons. President Trump be-
lieves the two great nuclear 
powers should not have a 
contentious relationship. 
This is not just in our inter-
ests but in the interests of 
the whole world, he said. 

He strongly believes that 
now is the time for direct 
communication, our rela-
tionship in order to make 
clear to President Putin 
that there is the possibility, 
however remote it might 
be, to reverse the negative 
course of our relationship. 
Otherwise, the administra-
tion will continue opposing 
tough actions against Russia 
in response to its malign 
activities, the top American 
diplomat said.

Defending Trump, Pom-
peo said in Helsinki, the US 
sought to explore whether 
Russia was interested in 
improving the relationship, 
but made clear that the ball 
is in Moscow’s court. 

We defended America’s 
fundamental strategic in-
terest in Syria and Ukraine. 
And I, personally, made 
clear to the Russians, there 
will be severe consequenc-
es for interference in our 
democratic processes, he 
said. 

Trump is well aware of 
the challenges that Russia 
poses to the United States, 
and its partners and al-
lies. He’s taken a stagger-

ing number of actions to 
protect our interests, he 
asserted. 

As “proof”, he cited sev-
eral examples, including 
213 sanctions on Russian 
entities and individuals in 
the Trump administration, 
expel of 60 Russian spies 
from the US and the closure 
of Russian consulates in 
Seattle and San Francisco. 

On US sanctions over 
North Korea, Pompeo said 
it will remain in place till 
the country eliminates its 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion. 

“America’s objective re-
mains the final, fully verified 
de-nuclearisation of North 
Korea...We’re engaged in 
patient diplomacy. But we 
will not let this drag out to 
no one...President Trump 
remains upbeat about the 
prospects for North Korean 
de-nuclearisation. Progress 
is happening. We need 
Chairman Kim Jong-un to 
follow through on his com-
mitments that he made in 
Singapore, he said.

Until North Korea elimi-
nates its weapons of mass 
destruction, US sanctions 
and those of the United 
Nations will remain in ef-
fect. Multiple UN Security 
Council resolutions require 
the country to eliminate 
all of its weapons of mass 
destruction and ballistic 
missile programs, he told 
the lawmakers.

Those resolutions were 
passed unanimously and 
they remain binding. We 
absolutely need every sin-
gle nation to maintain the 
enforcement of those sanc-
tions to which every na-
tion has committed. The 
path ahead is not easy, but 
our hopes for a safer world 
and a brighter future for 
North Korea endure, Pom-
peo said.

New transmission tech. blamed for 
delay in declaring Pak election results

Democrats urge Trump to reunite migrant kids, parents

China’s Xi says world must ‘reject protectionism outright’No change in US policy on Russian 
sanctions, Pompeo tells lawmakers

AP/PTI

Supporters of Pakistani politician Imran Khan, chief of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, offer sweets to each 
other to celebrate the victory of their party candidate, in Peshawar, Pakistan, Thursday, July 26, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Families with children protest the separation of immigrant families, with a sit-in at the Hart Senate Office Building, Thursday, July 26, 
2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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US President Donald Trump’s star on Hollywood Boulevard in Los Angeles has been vandalised 
again, officials said. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) on Wednesday said Trump’s star 
on Walk of Fame was vandalised with pickaxe by a man who turned himself in to Beverly Hills 
police later, Xinhua news agency reported.  The suspect was taken into custody by police. The 
suspect removed the pickaxe from a guitar case and began swinging it at the star on Hollywood 
Boulevard, leaving chunks of concrete strewn across the sidewalk, the KFSN-TV reported.
The star of Trump was “totally demolished, not just vandalised,” according to the Hollywood 
reporter. Trump’s star has been vandalised several times since the beginning of his presidential 
run and this is the second time the star was totally destroyed. Trump was honoured with the star 
in 2007 for his work producing the Miss Universe pageant and for his hit NBC reality television 
show The Apprentice. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2 pm, 8 pm: Sahib Biwi Aur 
Gangster 3 (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Mission 
impossible - Fallout (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Dr Jyoti 
Sharma from 
Dimapur is 
Dellywood 
Miss India 
Nagaland 2018

BBC wants to challenge Cliff Richard verdict

D
r Jyoti Sharma from Dimapur has 
made the state proud by winning 
the title of Dellywood Miss India 
Nagaland 2018 during the “Del-
lywood Mr & Miss India 2018” 

competition held from July 15 to the 19th at 
Crowne Plaza, Rohini in New Delhi.

An update issued on July 26 mentioned 
that Dr Jyoti daughter of Krishna Sharma 
is said to have participated during the Miss 
India’s audition in Delhi during the month of 
May this year and was selected for the compe-
tition and went on to win the coveted title of 
“Miss India Nagaland 2018” at the finals.

Dr Jyoti Sharma is said to have completed 
her HSLC from Holy Cross Higher Secondary 
School and HSSLC from Pranab Vidyapith 
Higher Secondary School in Dimapur. After 
which she completed her MBBS from Kanpur 
in Uttar Pradesh last year, the release added.

She is said to have been interested in 
modelling from her childhood days and her 
passion for led her to participate in various 
beauty contests, including Miss UP Beauty 
Pageant 2017, where she was one of the top 
finalists. 

Currently, she is said to be a practicing 
doctor at Baba Sahab Ambedkar Hospital in 
New Delhi.

Ritu Santuka from Bhubaneswar was de-
clared Dellywood Miss India 2018. 

EMN

T
he BBC will seek permis-
sion to appeal a ruling over 
its coverage of a police raid 
on Sir Cliff Richard’s home.

A high court judge 
ruled last week that the BBC in-
fringed Richard’s privacy in its report-
ing of the story in 2014, and awarded 
him 210,000 pound in damages.

The raid was part of an investiga-
tion into historical child sex allega-
tions -- Richard was never arrested or 

charged.
The BBC argues the ruling could 

put press freedom at stake. 
The broadcaster will later seek 

leave to appeal all of the main find-
ings of law in Justice Mann’s judg-
ment - although the judge is unlikely 
to grant an appeal against his own 
ruling.

The British broadcaster wants 
to challenge the judge’s findings, 
including that Richard had a right to 

privacy while a suspect in a police 
investigation -- trumping the BBC’s 
right to freedom of expression to 
publish his name and cover the raid.

BBC legal affairs correspondent, 
Clive Coleman, said that if he refuses, 
it will be up to the broadcaster to 
decide whether to go directly to the 
Court of Appeal, which he under-
stands the corporation is “carefully 
considering”.

IABS

Dream Magnificent 
is a Christian band from 

Nagaland. The members share 
similar interests and musical 

vision. The band was formed on 
July 22 the previous year. They 

aim to spread the message of the 
goodness of God.

The band comprises Kukhoto 
Ringa, Pututemjen Tzudir, 

Langshie Shiu, and Posa Kezo. 
Their debut ‘Chosen One’ is all 
about how one overcomes fear, 
temptation and trials, and how 
to fight for what is right. With 
no particular genre that may 
define their style of playing, 

the band follows the seasons of 
music. Their major influences 
include Petra, Mr Big, Hillsong 

United, Newsboys, Avantasia, and 
Nightwish.

They can be reached on 
Instagram and Facebook @
officialdreammagnificent

Read on to know 
more about 

the band.

Trump’s Hollywood Walk of Fame star vandalised

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

EASTERN MIRROR: Birth of ‘Dream 
Magnificent’ in few lines.

Dream Magnificent (DM): 
Dream Magnificent was formed on July 
22 2017. It was a sudden move where we 
had a particular program at our school 
i.e (Boy’s Creativity Night) at School Of 
Music Dimapur. After then we came to 
recognise that each of us had the same 
mindset/vision to spread the gospel 
through our songs, so we decided to 
strongly work on our profession till the 
end never-the-less believing God has a 
purpose in bringing us together as one.

EASTERN MIRROR: Most memorable 
and most embarrassing performances 
of the band since its formation.

DM: Performing on December 9 
2017, is one of the most memorable per-
formance we had ever experience.  Well,  
about the embarrassing moment during 
our performance it was when we had a 
technical problem and had to finish up 
the song.

EASTERN MIRROR: Any set/fixed vision 
towards spreading the gospel through 
your songs?

DM: Yes!!  Actually the question has 
the answer,  the vision of our band is to 
make people realise the love of God and 
strongly believe that someday people 
with no hope/lost gets to know more 
about God’s mercy and his purpose of 
sending us to this earth through our 
song.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your debut 
“Chosen One” all about?

DM: Our debut “chosen one” is all 
about how we overcome our fears,  temp-
tation and trials.  Fighting for what is true 
as God has chosen us to work for him.

EASTERN MIRROR: Who writes the 
lyrics in the band? What do the lyrics 
usually deal with?

DM: As a band all of us come to-
gether and manage to make up our lyrics. 
Our lyrics usually relay on the situations. 

However,  we tend to go more for the 
youths of today’s generation and people 
who are lost with no hope (lost in soul). 
So, with the high hope that after listening 
to our lyrics atleast some get hope and 
become better men.

EASTERN MIRROR: Who among you 
is the most mischievous brightens the 
band during practices?

DM: Well each of us are equally 
mischievous, but we have Kukhoto Ringa 
who really entertains the band during 
practice. We really enjoy his presence and 
sometimes even get irritated.

EASTERN MIRROR: Being a gospel 
band, do you have any fixed genre? Who 
are your major influences?

DM: We don’t have any particular 
genre.  We make our music according to 
the seasons of music and according to 
the feelings of our lyrics.  Some of our 
major influences are Petra, Mr Big, Hill-
song United,  Newsboys, Avantasia, and 

Nightwish.

EASTERN MIRROR: What has been your 
biggest challenge as a band? Have you 
been able to overcome that challenge?

DM: Well we faced so many chal-
lenges especially when we are to do 
something great for God.  We also get 
discouraged on so many things but all 
these problems never stop us from what 
we aim to do. With the hope that God’s 
presence is with us and believing that it 
will make us better in the future.

EASTERN MIRROR: What should fans 
look forward too for the rest of 2018 and 
beyond?

DM: We are working on our new 
projects,  we also have some new songs 
done and we are looking forward for the 
video for the song “chosen one” which 
will be out by the end of this year.  Indeed 
if we get any platform we will also be on 
stage.  So,  fans can look forward for all 
those exciting activities of our band.
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Representational image of Lunar Eclipse.

New Delhi, July 26 (India Science 
Wire): The scope for developing a 
new vaccine against the dreaded 
disease of Tuberculosis through 
the biological route has become 
brighter, with researchers at 
Kolkata-based Indian Institute of 
Chemical Biology (IICB) and Bose 
Institute identifying a potential 
trouble spot and figuring out 
ways to deal with it. 

Scientists across the world 
have been looking at MPT63, a 
protein secreted by Mycobacte-
rium tuberculosis, the bacteria 
that cause TB, as a potential drug 
target. Studies are underway to 
find out how best to use it. 

The stability, delivery efficien-
cy and specificity of a biologically 
derived drug are often optimized 
by combining it with a nano-par-
ticle. However, the conjugation 
of a bio-molecule with nanopar-
ticles is easier said than done. The 
task is particularly difficult when 

it comes to proteins as they are 
very dynamic and their structures 
could change with changes in 
their environment or their se-
quence. Consequently, their level 
of activity can also change. Some-
times, even a slight change in the 
protein environment or a subtle 
modification in their sequence 
can result in a radical change in 
protein conformation that can 
transform it from being highly 
active to being totally dormant or 
vice versa.

Over the years, scientists 
across the world have conducted 
studies on different aspects of 
MPT63. But, none so far on the 
issue of what would happen if the 
protein were to be combined with 
a nano particle. 

Researchers at IICB and Bose 
Institute recently took up the 
task and they have come up with 
some interesting findings. They 
found that the protein turned 

inactive when combined with 
a nano-particle. But, it could be 
reversed through some careful 
manipulation of the sequence 
through genetic engineering. 

Speaking to India Science 
Wire, leader of the research team, 
Dr. Krishnananda Chattophad-
hyay, said, “We were prepared 
for any result though we were 
hoping against hope that eve-
rything will be fine. But, it was 
not to be. Our worse fears came 
true. The protein, which was so 
active in its native form, became 
dormant. We then conducted 
a detailed genetic analysis and 
found that the switch from active 
to dormant conformation was 
being modulated by a few small 
sequences within the protein. We 
changed the sequence slightly in 
the problem areas using genetic 
engineering techniques and 
the protein became functional 
again”. 

Besides its application in 
finding a breakthrough against 
TB, the new work is expected 
to be of importance in terms 
of the further development of 
the growing sector of biophar-
maceuticals. “Big pharmaceuti-
cal companies worldwide are 
investing billions of dollars in 
developing biopharmaceuti-
cals, which are based on large 
molecules, mostly proteins like 
monoclonal antibodies. Any 
slight change in these proteins-
be its nano-particle binding or 
its adsorption onto the vial it is 
stored in a pharmacy-can result 
its loss of activity making the 
drug practically useless. Our 
work may perhaps come handy 
in solving the problem”, he said. 

Apart from Dr. Chattophad-
hyay, the research team con-
sisted of Achinta Sannigrahi, 
Sayantani Chall and Amrita 
Kundu of Structural Biology & 

Bio-Informatics Division at IICB, 
and Junaid Jibran Jawed, and 
SubrataMajumdar of  Depart-
ment of Molecular Medicine, 
Bose Institute, Kolkata.

The team has sent a report on 
their work to American Chemi-
cal Society’s journal, `Langmuir’, 
which has accepted it for publi-
cation. The work was conducted 
with a fund from the Central 
Government’s Department of 
Science and Technology’s Science 
and Engineering Research Board. 

Commenting on the work, 
Prof. (Dr.) Subhendu Ghosh, 
Head of the Department of Bio-
physics at University of Delhi 
South Campus, said, “The study 
bears importance as far as the 
Nano particle derived drug deliv-
ery system is concerned. A novel 
finding; if brought into practical 
applicability would certainly 
contribute to the field of health 
sciences & therapeutics”.

New York, July 26 (IANS): 
Scientists have found that 
a gene, previously linked 
only to three-four per cent 
of people with Parkinson’s 
disease, could play an im-
portant role in most people 
with the neurodegenera-
tive disease.

The gene, called LLRK2, 
was previously thought to 
only cause disease when 
mutated, but researchers 
have found that it may be 
just as significant in the 
non-hereditary form of the 
disease.

“This discovery is ex-
tremely consequential 
for Parkinson’s disease 
because it suggests that 
therapies currently be-
ing developed for a small 
group of patients may 
benefit everybody with the 
disease,” said J. Timothy 
Greenamyre, Professor at 
the University of Pitts-
burgh in Pennsylvania, 
US. 

Parkinson’s affects as 
many as 10 million peo-
ple worldwide and has 
no known cause, but is 
thought to involve both 
genetic and environmental 
factors. 

In 2004, researchers 
discovered that mutations 
in the LRRK2 gene (com-
monly pronounced as 
“Lark2”), overactivated the 
protein and caused Par-

kinson’s in a small group of 
people, often in a heredi-
tary fashion. 

The team engineered 
a molecular “beacon” that 
attached to LRRK2 and 
glowed red under a micro-
scope only if the protein 
was active. 

Tests of postmortem 
brain tissue, with no muta-
tions in LRRK2, and healthy 
individuals of approxi-
mately the same age, in-
dicated that in “dopamine 
neurons” -- the brain cells 
most commonly affected 
in Parkinson’s -- LRRK2 was 
highly active in individuals 
affected by the disease, but 
not in the healthy individu-
als. 

This suggests that 
LRRK2 overactivity may 
be important in all people 
with Parkinson’s, not just 
those who have a mutation 
in the gene, the researchers 
said in the paper published 
in the journal Science 
Translational Medicine. 

“LRRK2 ties together 
both genetic and environ-
mental causes of Parkin-
son’s, as we were able to 
show that external factors 
like oxidative stress or tox-
ins can activate LRRK2, 
which can in turn cause 
Lewy bodies to form in 
the brain,” said Roberto Di 
Maio, Assistant Professor at 
the varsity.

Washington, July 26 (IANS): NASA is set 
to announce the names of the astronauts 
assigned to the new commercial crew 
capsules from Boeing and SpaceX, early 
next month.

NASA will announce on August 3, the 
astronauts assigned to crew the first flight 
tests and missions of the Boeing CST-100 
Starliner and SpaceX Crew Dragon, and 
begin a new era in American spaceflights, 
the space agency said in a statement on 
Thursday. 

The agency will also announce the 
crew assignments for the crew flight tests 
and the first post-certification mission 
for both Boeing and SpaceX, in a press 
conference to be presided over by NASA 
Administrator Jim Bridenstine. 

In 2014, NASA had partnered with 

Boeing and SpaceX to develop the Star-
liner spacecraft to launch atop a United 
Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket and the 
Crew Dragon launching atop the Falcon 9 
rocket, respectively.

The Starliner and Crew Dragon will 
launch American astronauts on American-
made spacecraft from American soil to the 
International Space Station for the first 
time since NASA retired its Space Shuttle 
Programme in 2011. The station is critical 
for NASA to understand and overcome the 
challenges of long-duration spaceflights, 
and necessary for a sustainable presence 
on the Moon and missions deeper into the 
solar system, including Mars.

But, according to a recent US Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO) report, 
neither is expected to be ready until 2019.

Washington, July 25 (IANS): The 
US medical research agency 
National Institutes of Health has 
partnered with Google Cloud for 
a new initiative that aims to har-
ness the power of commercial 
cloud computing and provide 
biomedical researchers access to 
the most advanced, cost-effective 
computational infrastructure, 
tools and services.

T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  n a m e d 
STRIDES (Science and Technol-
ogy Research Infrastructure for 
Discovery, Experimentation, 
and Sustainability) will reduce 
economic and technological bar-

riers to accessing and computing 
on large biomedical data sets to 
accelerate biomedical advances.

“NIH is in a unique position 
to bring together academic and 
innovation industry partners to 
create a biomedical data eco-
system that maximizes the use 
of NIH-supported biomedical 
research data for the greatest 
benefit to human health,” NIH 
Principal Deputy Director Law-
rence Tabak, said in a statement 
late on Tuesday.

“The STRIDES Initiative aims 
to maximize the number of 
researchers working to provide 

the greatest number of solu-
tions to advancing health and 
reducing the burden of disease,” 
he added.

The partnership with Google 
creates a cost-efficient frame-
work for NIH researchers, as well 
as researchers at more than 2,500 
academic institutions across the 
nation receiving NIH support, to 
make use of Google Cloud’s stor-
age, computing, and machine 
learning technologies. 

In addition, it will enable 
the establishment of training 
programmes for researchers at 
NIH-funded institutions to use 

Google Cloud Platform, the state-
ment said.

“Today, we are announcing 
a partnership with the National 
Institutes of Health to make it 
easier to access and analyse large 
biomedical data sets, which we 
believe will accelerate efforts to 
find treatments and cures for 
disease,” said Diane Greene, CEO 
at Google Cloud. 

NIH’s initial efforts will focus 
on making NIH high-value data 
sets more accessible through the 
Cloud, leveraging partnerships to 
take advantage of data-related in-
novations such as machine learn-

ing and artificial intelligence, and 
experimenting with new ways to 
optimise technology-intensive 
research. 

“Through our partnership 
with NIH... we are making it eas-
ier for scientists and physicians 
to access and garner insights 
from NIH-funded data sets with 
appropriate privacy protections, 
which will ultimately accelerate 
biomedical research progress 
toward finding treatments and 
cures for the most devastating 
diseases of our time,” explained 
Gregory Moore, Vice President-
Healthcare, Google Cloud.

New York, July 26 (IANS): 
Any sudden drop in blood 
pressure in middle-aged 
people, which makes them 
feel faint, dizzy or light-
headed while standing up, 
could be a sign of increased 
risk of dementia or stroke 
later, say researchers.

The findings suggested 
that people who experi-
enced the blood pressure 
drop -- known as orthos-
tatic hypotension -- had a 
54 per cent higher risk of 
developing dementia. 

They were also found 
to be at two times higher 
risk of developing ischem-
ic stroke, which occurs 
when a blood vessel car-
rying blood to the brain is 
blocked by a blood clot.

“Orthostatic hypo-

tension has been linked 
to heart disease, fainting 
and falls, so we wanted to 
conduct a large study to 
determine if this form of 
low blood pressure was 
also linked to problems 
in the brain, specifically 
dementia,” said Andreea 
Rawlings, from the Johns 
Hopkins University in Mar-
yland, US. 

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Neu-
rology, the team analysed 
data from 11,709 people 
with an average age of 54 
years, who were followed 
for an average of 25 years. 

The participants were 
instructed to lie down for 
20 minutes and then stand 
up in a smooth, swift mo-
tion. 

A total of 999 of the 
11,156 without orthos-
tatic hypotension, or 9 per 
cent, developed dementia, 
compared to 69 of the 552 
people with orthostatic 
hypotension, or 12.5 per-
cent.

In addition, a total 
of 15.2 per cent, or 84 of 
552 people, with ortho-
static hypotension had 
an ischemic stroke, com-
pared to 6.8 per cent, or 
758 of 11,157 people with-
out orthostatic hypoten-
sion. 

“Measuring orthostatic 
hypotension in middle-
age may be a new way to 
identify people who need 
to be carefully monitored 
for dementia or stroke,” 
Rawlings explained.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): If you missed 
the trilogy of supermoons earlier this year, 
the Lunar eclipse -- the longest of the 21st 
century -- set to occur on Friday, will offer 
you a rare celestial treat.

The celestial spectacle, which would be 
seen in its entirety from all parts of India, 
last for 1 hour 43 minutes, making it the 
longest total lunar eclipse of this century 
(2001 AD to 2100 AD), the Ministry of Earth 
Science had said.

The partial eclipse of the Moon will be-
gin at 11.54 p.m. on July 27. The Moon will 
be gradually covered by the Earth’s shadow 
and the totality phase will begin at 1 a.m. 
IST on July 28 and the total eclipse will last 
upto 2.43 a.m.. Then the Moon will start to 
gradually come out of Earth’s shadow and 
partial eclipse will end at 3.49 a.m., the 
statement said.

During this eclipse, the Moon will pass 
through the central part of the Earth’s um-
bral shadow. Furthermore, the Moon will 
be at apogee -- farthest from the Earth in 
its orbit, on July 27 and will be moving at a 
slower speed in its orbit. 

This slower moving full Moon will take 

longer time and greater distance of Earth’s 
umbral shadow cone to travel, making it 
the longest duration of total eclipse of this 
century.

Such long duration of total lunar eclips-
es had earlier occurred on July 16, 2000 for 
totality duration of 1 hour 46 minutes and 
another one on June 15, 2011 for totality 
duration of 1 hour 40 minutes, the state-
ment said.

Moreover, the Sun and Mars will also lie 
opposite to each other, keeping the Earth 
in the middle. 

This will result in Mars coming close 
to the Earth, causing it to appear brighter 
than normal and it will be seen from 
evening to dawn towards the end of July. 

The brighter Mars will remain very 
close to the eclipsed Moon in the sky on 
July 27-28 and can be spotted very easily 
with the naked eye, the statement said. 

The eclipse will be visible in parts of 
South America, much of Africa, the Middle 
East and Central Asia. For viewers in India, 
the eclipse, both partial and the total, will 
be visible in its entirety from all parts of 
the country.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): Al-
though self-driving cars remain 
a distant reality for the Indian 
roads, a Mumbai-headquar-
tered firm has become the 
first desi company to develop 
high-precision HD maps for a 
customer in the United States 
which is at the forefront of au-
tonomous vehicle technology.

Established in 1995, Gene-
sys International Corporation 
Ltd has completed an extensive 
HD mapping of road and street 
network for an autonomous 
driving project in North Amer-
ica that will enable residents to 
access self-driving taxis at their 
doorstep.

Core to the autonomous 
vehicle technology, HD self-
navigation maps enable, aid 
and guide autonomous cars to 

self-drive and navigate.
The HD map has high-

precision navigational geom-
etry and 360 degree panoramic 
imagery leading to a unique 
“fingerprint” of every stretch of 
the road.

“We cannot disclose the 
customer name as we are 
bound by non-disclosure. 
Through our technical exper-
tise, we were able to support 
our customer to quickly verify 
the assumptions on large-scale 
areas,” Kuldeep Moholkar, 
CEO-Designate, Genesys In-
ternational Corporation Ltd, 
told IANS. 

“Once we completed initial 
data deliveries, we were able to 
scale up to the customer’s re-
quirements. This has now given 
us the confidence to under-

take HD map 
creation for 
large volume 
of work involv-
ing counties, 
states and even entire coun-
tries,” Moholkar emphasised.

The HD maps are created 
from Light Detection and Rang-
ing (LiDAR) source data which 
consists of billions of pixels 
-- commonly referred to as a 
point Cloud.

These billions of data points 
are curated to extract the fea-
tures to create a machine-
readable image of the road as 
well as the entire surrounding 
environment.

LiDAR sensors calculate 
how far a given object is, by 
measuring how long it takes for 
a pulse of infrared laser light 

to reach 
a car and 
bounce 
back.

Cur-
rently, Google’ Waymo and 
global cab-hailing service Uber 
rely on the LiDAR technology 
but not Elon Musk’s Tesla that 
uses high-end computer vision 
technology via cameras.

HD maps aid the auton-
omous vehicle in real time 
decision-making capability, by 
localising the earth spatially 
and letting the vehicle know 
the position of its exact loca-
tion, thus guiding the vehicle 
to align to the road, when to 
drive, where to head and when 
to stop.

The HD map content is cur-
rently being rigorously tested 

on autonomous cars for real 
world readiness and large scale 
deployment. Once successfully 
passed, the autonomous car 
fleet will start using the HD 
maps data for self-navigation 
within the community in the 
US,” Moholkar explained.

Genesys has nearly 2,000 
professionals with expertise 
in Geographical Information 
System (GIS) and Geospatial 
Engineering domain.

The company is working 
in the fields of remote sensing, 
LiDAR, aerial survey, photo-
grammetry and GIS-based 
e-governance solutions.

Based in the financial capi-
tal, Genesys also operates pro-
duction and software develop-
ment centres in Dehradun and 
Jaipur.

“We are in discussions with 
auto-makers, original equip-
ment manufacturers (OEMs) 
and various product/services 
companies in the autonomous 
vehicle eco-system to partner 
and provide value-based serv-
ices.

“We are also close to sign-
ing a formal MoU with another 
technology company for sup-
porting their autonomous vehi-
cle initiative. We will talk about 
that subsequently,” Moholkar 
told IANS.

Considering the existing 
infrastructure, driving culture 
and the breadth of our geog-
raphy, lamented Moholkar, the 
idea of an autonomous vehicle 
being fully functional on the In-
dian roads looks a little distance 
away at the moment.

“Having said so, Genesys 
and many Indian technology 
companies are investing heav-
ily to build competence in this 
space via LiDAR technology, 
deep learning and Machine 
Learning (ML),” the Genesys 
executive said.

Hundreds of technology 
startups are currently engaged 
in creating products and serv-
ices related to autonomous 
vehicles in the country. 

“The resultant technology 
stack can be potentially used to 
build and implement our very 
own indigenous autonomous 
cars which will operate within 
a small geographical area such 
as corporate campuses, uni-
versities, airport lounges and 
large industrial premises, etc,” 
Moholkar noted.

Sydney, July 25 (IANS): An international team of 
scientists has identified nearly 1,300 genetic variants 
associated with how much education someone may 
complete.

Educational attainment is primarily influenced 
by environmental and social factors, but it is also 
influenced by genes associated with, for example, 
cognitive function such as memory and personality 
traits such as conscientiousness.

“We found that many of the genes associated 
with educational attainment are influential in vir-
tually all stages of brain development and in neural 
communication within the brain,” said Peter Viss-
cher, Professor at the University of Queensland in 
Australia.

Genetic variants on the X chromosome explain 
virtually identical amounts of variation in men and 
women. 

This finding, published in the journal Nature Ge-
netics, lends support to the hypothesis that there are 
no genetically based sex differences in the amount 
of variation in educational attainment.

However, the total influence of the genetic vari-
ants is small, explaining about four per cent of the 
variation in educational attainment across individu-
als, the scientists said.

“Even variants with the largest effects predict, 
on average, only about three more weeks of school-
ing in those who have those variants compared to 
those who don’t,” said Daniel Benjamin, Associ-
ate Professor at University of Southern California 
(USC)- Dornsife.

“Yet, when we analyze the combined effects 
of many genetic variants, taken together they can 
predict the length of a person’s formal education as 
well as demographic factors,” he added.

While the new number is far more than the 74 
variants initially discovered in a smaller study two 
years ago, there are many other genetic variants as-
sociated with educational attainment that have not 
yet been identified, the researchers said. 

For the study, the team analysed a combined 71 
datasets comprising over 1.1 million participants 
with European ancestry from 15 different countries 
and who were least 30 years old.

Scientists help pave the way for a vaccine against TB

Gene linked to most 
Parkinson’s disease 
cases identified

NASA to name crew of first Boeing, 
SpaceX flights on August 3

NIH, Google to accelerate biomedical research using Cloud

Feeling faint while standing up 
linked with dementia risk — Study

Don’t miss your date with century’s 
longest Lunar Eclipse today

Mumbai firm empowering self-driving cars in US with high-precision HD mapping 

Over 1,000 genes 
linked to educational 
attainment identified

Tech Trend
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Sechü Zubza FC beat New Market FC to go top  Quasar club to organise 
TT tournament

India U-16 football team 
register victory over Malaysia

Bayern sign MLS Vancouver 
Whitecaps star Davies

Indian women's team to take 
part in COTIF tournament 

Two chess players to 
seek damages from AICF

McGregor pleads guilty in NYC melee 

England recall Rashid 
for first India Test
London, July 26 (IANS): England 
selectors on Thursday sprang a 
surprise by recalling leg-spinner 
Adil Rashid to the 13-man squad 
for the first Test against India, 
starting August 1 in Birmingham.

Rashid, who last played a 
Test in December 2016, against 
the same opponents in Chen-
nai has been in great form in 
white ball cricket this summer 
taking 20 wickets. He has been 
instrumental in England's ODI 
series victories over Australia 
and India. 

Commenting on Rashid's 
surprise selection, England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) na-
tional selector Ed Smith, said: 
"Clearly, the one-off circum-
stances around Adil's return 
to the Test squad are unusual. 
However, the selection panel was 
unanimous in believing that Adil 
should be selected in England's 
squad."

"Before the selection meet-
ing, Adil had confirmed his avail-
ability to play Test cricket for 
England for whole of this sum-
mer and the upcoming winter 
tours to Sri Lanka and the West 
Indies," he added.

Besides Rashid, uncapped 
seamer Jamie Porter was the 

lone fresh face in the Joe Root-
led squad, which also marks the 
return of all-rounder Moeen Ali 
for the first time since the tour 
of New Zealand.

The selection panel also con-
firmed that all-rounder Chris 
Woakes will require more time to 
regain his form after recovering 
from his recent thigh and knee 
injury. 

"The selection panel felt that 
Chris Woakes needed a little 
more time to regain full form. We 
are keen to avoid rushing him 
back from injury too soon."

"Chris will combine playing 
for Warwickshire in T20s along-
side building up red ball fitness 
and workload with the England 
coaches," Smith said.

Despite missing out, spin-
ners Dom Bess and Jack Leach 
will train with the squad at Edg-
baston.

After the first match, the 
five-match rubber will move to 
the Lord's for the second match 
from August 9-13, while Trent 
Bridge will host the third match 
from August 18-22. 

The fourth and fifth matches 
will be played at Southampton 
from August 30-September 3 and 
The Oval from September 7-11.

Dimapur, July 26 (EMN): Quasar Club Kohima, in collabo-
ration with the Kohima district table tennis association 
(KDTTA), has announced to organise its 2nd inter-school 
table tennis tournament from August 23 to 25 at Indoor 
TT Stadium, near Raj Bhavan, Kohima. All interested 
players are requested to contact its officials on phone 
nos. 9436001096, 8794881960, and 9077389751 for further 
information.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): 
The Indian U-16 team reg-
istered a 2-1 victory against 
Malaysia in the second in-
ternational friendly played 
in Kuala Lumpur on Thurs-
day.

The match ended a 27-
day long exposure tour in 
three different countries 
which included matches 
in China, Thailand and 
Malaysia, according to a 
statement.

After two first-half 
goals from Rohit Danu 
(21st minute) and Givson 
Singh (31st minute) had 
provided India an early 
edge, Malaysia managed 
to pull one back in added 
time of the second half.

After suffering a loss 

three days back, India 
started on an aggressive 
note. Danu tried to latch on 
an attack from the middle 
but the Malaysia defenders 
dealt with it.

The battle was mostly 
being fought at the middle 
of the pitch before Danu 
was brought down by the 
Malaysian defender. The 
referee didn't hesitate to 
award a penalty kick in fa-
vour of the visitors, which 
Danu himself converted.

Ten minutes later, Giv-
son hit the target once 
again following a meticu-
lous build-up from the 
midfield. A solo run from 
Rohit from the left of the 
box opened up the rival 
defence. He then passed 

it to the midfielder who 
tapped it home to double 
the lead.

Danu breached the 
Malaysian defence one 
minute to the half-time but 
this time his right-footer 
rattled the woodwork.

The second half was 
confined more to the mid-
field before India created 
another opportunity at the 
stroke of the hour-mark 
but the opposition goalie 
leapt over Danu to avert 
the danger.

Coach Bibiano Fer-
nandes introduced three 
of fresh legs towards the fag 
end. Malaysia managed to 
pull one back in the 94th 
minute but it was too late 
for them.

Washington, July 26 (IANS): 
Major League Soccer (MLS) 
team Vancouver Whitecaps 
have confirmed that they 
have reached an agreement 
with FC Bayern Munich 
that will see home grown 
winger Alphonso Davies 
move to the German gi-
ants at the end of the 2018 
season.

The move involves a 
fixed transfer fee and ad-
ditional compensation 
that could total more than 
22 million US dollars, the 
most ever received by an 
MLS club in the league's 23-
year history, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Davies, a product of the 
Whitecaps development 
system, will turn 18 years 

old on November 2 and is 
set to finish the 2018 MLS 
season with Whitecaps be-
fore making the move to the 
German club.

The Canadian interna-
tional will be eligible to play 
for Bayern Munich when 
the international transfer 
window reopens in January, 
2019 and is signed through 
2023, according to the club.

"As a kid, I  always 
dreamed of a moment like 
this," said Davies in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

"Now that the dream 
has come true, the work 
continues as always. I have 
to keep pushing and keep 
striving, and also keep be-
ing me on the field."

Davies joined Vancou-

ver's youth set-up in 2015 
at the age of 14 and became 
a 2018 MLS All-Star within a 
span of three years.

Currently in his third 
season under head coach 
Carl Robinson, Davies has 
recorded seven goals and 
11 assists in 35 starts and 
68 appearances across all 
competitions since making 
his first-team debut in June, 
2016.

"Our entire team, from 
our youth coaches right 
through to our first-team 
coaches and support staff, 
have worked collaborative-
ly for the past few years to 
nurture Alphonso's excep-
tional talent," Whitecaps 
president Bob Lenarduzzi 
said.

New Delhi, July 26 (IANS): 
The Indian women’s foot-
ball team will be travelling 
to Spain to play in the 
COTIF Tournament from 
August 1-6, the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) 
said on Thursday.

This is the first time 
that the women's senior 
team is travelling to Eu-
rope to participate in a 
tournament, according to 
a statement.

The exposure tour has 
been arranged by AIFF 
in coordination with the 
Sports Authority of India 
(SAI) keeping in mind the 
crucial Olympic Qualifiers 
which are slated to be held 
in November.

Furthermore, the se-

nior team will also be de-
fending their title in the 
SAFF women's champion-
ship scheduled to be held 
later this year, a tourna-
ment in which the girls 
are unbeaten in their last 
19 matches.

The squad will be leav-
ing the Indian shores early 
morning on Friday.

The team was given 
a send-off at the AIFF 
headquarters where gen-
eral secretary Kushal Das 
wished them luck.

National team director 
Abhishek Yadav was also 
present on the occasion.

Head coach Maymol 
Rocky stated that the team 
is "looking forward to the 
challenge."

Chennai, July 26 (IANS): 
Armed with a favourable 
order from the Competi-
tion Commission of India 
(CCI), two chess players 
- Karun Duggal and Gur-
preet Pal Singh - are gear-
ing up to file a case against 
the All India Chess Fed-
eration (AICF) for com-
pensation.

"We will be filing a case 
claiming INR 50 lakh as 
compensation for the suf-
ferings, loss of reputation, 
loss of opportunities," 
Duggal told IANS.

The complaint against 
the AICF was that it had 
not allowed players to 
participate in events not 
authorised by the federa-
tion. The players had also 
complained to the CCI 
that their Elo rating points 
were removed by AICF 
without giving any prior 
notice for participating 
in a chess tournament 
sponsored by the Chess 
Association of India (CAI) 
in 2010. The tournament 
was not authorised by 
AICF.

For  chess  players, 
gaining Elo points is a 
tough task as they have to 
play in several rated chess 
tournaments to improve 
their points.

The CCI held in its July 

12 ruling that the under-
taking prescribed by AICF 
for players regarding non-
participation in events not 
authorised by it amounted 
to "restraints" and viola-
tive of the Competition 
Act of 2002.

AICF is said to be mull-
ing an appeal against the 
CCI order.

Singh told IANS that 
l ike a King caught in 
the centre of the chess-
board -- the CCI order 
had caught the AICF in 
the open. "Having one's 
rook on the seventh rank 
gives a player a positional 
advantage on the chess 
board. The CCI order has 
given us that advantage to 
press further."

He said there  was 
nothing more left for them 
to lose. "But we would like 
to see that other players 
do not suffer in the fu-
ture," he added.

Gurpreet, who as the 
National Junior Champi-
on in 1994, was 37 with an 
Elo rating of 2,306 points 
at the time when his rating 
was revoked.

The 44-year-old Singh, 
who was employed by the 
Railways, said that "not 
being able to play even in 
the department tourna-
ments was really hurting."

New York, July 26 (AFP): 
Irish mixed martial arts 
s u p e r s t a r  Co n o r  Mc-
Gregor pleaded guilty in 
a Brooklyn criminal court 
on Thursday to disorderly 
conduct, in a plea deal 
that allows him to avoid 
prison time over a New 
York brawl.

The 30-year-old, who 
is nicknamed "The Noto-
rious," had been charged 
with multiple counts of 
assault and criminal mis-
chief after attacking a bus 
filled with UFC fighters 
at the Barclays Centre in 
April.

The frenzied attack in-
jured two athletes.

McGregor  pleaded 
guilty to a lesser charge 
of disorderly conduct in a 
fleeting court appearance, 

and was handed a punish-
ment of five days' com-
munity service. All felony 
counts were dropped.

"I just want to say I'm 
thankful to the DA (district 
attorney) and the judge 
for allowing me to move 
forward," he told reporters 
outside the court, dressed 
in a dark suit and striped 
tie.

"I want to say to my 
friends, my family, my 
fans - thank you for the 
support."

Last month, McGregor 
expressed "regret" over the 
attack on a bus that con-
tained rival fighters.

He had faced up to sev-
en years in prison if con-
victed on all counts, and 
was released on US$50,000 
bail following his arrest.

He was filmed lobbing 
a dolly through a window 
of the bus in a New York 
stadium at the end of a 
media event on Apr 5. The 
bus was moving slowly 
through the Barclays Cen-
ter loading dock at the 
time.

The Irish father-of-
one was also captured 
on surveillance cameras 
throwing a chair toward 
a passenger window of 
the bus.

The Irishman pock-
eted around US$100 mil-
lion for the superfight he 
lost in August in Las Vegas 
against ex-welterweight 
champion Floyd May-
weather.

Their matchup was 
one of the richest boxing 
bouts of all time.

Mixed martial arts superstar Conor McGregor addresses reporters after he pleaded guilty to 
a single violation of disorderly conduct in New York over a brawl in April, in a plea deal with 
prosecutors.

Manchester United forward Alexis Sanchez in action during a football match against AC Milan on 
Wednesday, in Carson.  

Liverpool beat Man City in Int'l Champions Cup match
Alexis Sanchez on target 
as United edge Milan

East Rutherford (USA), July 
26 (AFP): Mohamed Salah 
and Sadio Mane made an 
instant impact as Liverpool 
came from behind to beat 
Premier League champi-
ons Manchester City 2-1 in 
their International Cham-
pions Cup friendly match.

Mane stroked home 
Liverpool's winner from 
the penalty spot deep into 
stoppage time to give Jur-
gen Klopp's men a morale-
boosting victory over an 
under-strength City team.

Both Liverpool and 
City's pre-season prepara-
tions in the United States 
have been disrupted by 
the absence of several key 
players who starred in the 
World Cup.

Salah and Mane, how-
ever, both reported for duty 
for Liverpool in time for 
Wednesday's clash at the 
MetLife Stadium in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey.

Nonetheless, it was City 
who took the lead just after 
half-time when German 
international Leroy Sane 
caught Liverpool's defence 
napping and burst clear to 
slot past Caoimhin Kelleher 
on 57 minutes.

Egypt star Salah how-

Alexis Sanchez was on target as Manches-
ter United defeated AC Milan on penalties in 
their International Champions Cup friendly in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday.

Chilean international Sanchez was Unit-
ed’s best performer in a low-key game at 
Carson's StubHub Center which finished 1-1.

Sanchez fired United into the lead with a 
well-taken goal on 12 minutes before Span-
ish midifelder Suso equalised for Milan three 
minutes later.

Although Sanchez produced a lively 
performance for United, the Premier League 
giants were unable to find a further goal, send-
ing the game to penalties.

A bizarre shoot-out was won 9-8 by 
United, with both teams having to recycle 
their penalty takers after a string of missed 
spot-kicks.

Ander Herrera fired United into the lead in 
sudden death with his second penalty before 
Ivorian youngster Franck Kessie chipped his 
spot-kick over the bar to give United the win.

United's Portuguese goalkeeper Joel 
Pereira, deputising for the absent David De 
Gea and Sergio Romero, said he hoped his 
performance in the shoot-out had helped his 
bid to win a place in manager Jose Mourinho's 
squad.

“Obviously I have been the last 18 months 
here and the manager shows good faith and 
trust in me, he wants me to play and he thinks 
it’s the right thing for me,” Pereira said.

ever was quick to make his 
mark after coming on for 
Curtis Jones in the 62nd 
minute, scoring a header 
with virtually his first touch 

of the game to level it at 1-1.
The game appeared to 

be heading for a draw until 
Tosin Adarabioyo crashed 
into Dominic Solanke in the 

area for a certain penalty.
Mane stepped up to 

send Joe Hart the wrong 
way to give Klopp's team 
the win.

Kohima football league
Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 26 (EMN): 
Two goals in the second 
half from Shurhosul Zhot-
so and Petevizo Kezieo 
helped Sechü Zubza beat 
New Market FC 2-1 and 
go on top of the ongoing 
Kohima football league 
table. With the win, Sechü 
Zubza has seven points 
(two wins and a draw) and 
New Market with three 
points (two losses and a 
win) in three matches.

Playing the second 
edition of the Kohima 
football league, New Mar-
ket were paid for their 
defensive errors in the 
second half  as Sechü 
Zubza came from behind 
to beat them in a thrill-
ing encounter here at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Thursday.

Ne w  M a r k e t  t e a m 
dominated the first half 
but were paid for their lack Players of Sechü Zubza and New Market FC seen in action during their league match on Thursday.

EM Images

of finishing as the team 
wasted on numerous oc-
casions to find the net.

Rhetso Mero came 
close to score for New 
Market but his shot was 
parried away by the op-
ponent goalkeeper Ra-
jusetuo Nagi in the 12th 
minute. Neiphivilie Seyie 
shot was inches away to 
give New Market the lead 
in 18th minute.

N e w  M a r k e t  d i d 
take the deserving lead 
through Achamo Shitio 
from a deflection to score 
the first goal in 24th min-
ute.

The best chance for 
New Market came through 
Neikhotso Nagi of Sechu 
but lack of composure 
from his end shot the ball 
wide of the target as the 
first half ended 1-0 in fa-
vour of New Market FC.

But Sechü Zubza con-
tinued to push in the sec-

ond half for an equalizer 
as New Market defended 
the score. Their tireless-
ness effort was rewarded 
with a goal in the 81st 
minute as Sechü Zubza 
got the equaliser from a 
stunning header through 
Shurhosul Zhotso.

The rejuvenated side, 
looking for the winning 
goal, got their chance 
again through Zhotso as 
his long range kick was 
deflected by New Market 
goalkeeper Koza but Pe-
tevizo Kezieo rushed in 
time to tap-in in the 86th 
minute to take the lead for 
SechüZubza.

New Market failed to 
regain the momentum as 
Sechü Zubza defended the 
remaining minutes to win 
the match at the end of the 
final whistle. 

Friday match
Khriekesa FC vs Ziekezou 
SC at 2 pm


