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Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The government of Naga-
land is considering a Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) enrolment for the 
state, an issue associated 
with concerns about the 
possibility of illegal immi-
grants swamping the state 
now that Assam is stated 
to be preparing its NRC’s 
final draft. 

The government has 
taken a decision to take 
a number of preventive 
measures, the government 
bulletin DIPR informed on 
Wednesday. The measures 
will be a bulwark against 
a possible influx of illegal 
immigrants from Assam 
due to the NRC being pre-
pared there ‘from July 31,’ 
the DIPR informed. 

The updates stated 
that the Home and Police 
departments of Nagaland 
met recently. The date of 
the meeting was not men-
tioned. The meeting was 
stated to have been pre-
sided over by Chief Sec-
retary Temjen Toy. He was 
quoted as having stated 
that the government of 

Nagaland was ‘contem-
plating to carry out exer-
cise on enrolment under 
NRC.’

According to the re-
port, the Nagaland Police 
is deploying additional 
forces to the border ar-
eas to check and ‘prevent 
influx’ of illegal immi-
grants. Additional Indian 
Reserve battalions and fly-
ing squads are also being 
deployed, it was informed.

Further, the govern-
ment is writing to village 
councils to be vigilant and 
not to allow immigrants 
to enter their jurisdictions 
or to employ them in any 
manner, the report stated. 

Instructions to deputy 
commissioners have been 
given too. They have been 
directed to take appro-
priate measures in said 
regard and to issue neces-
sary advisories to house 
owners in the towns to ver-
ify from the authorities the 
identity of their tenants. 
Citizens are cautioned 
not to let their premises to 
“doubtful” and suspicious 
people.

The DIPR also in-
formed that the govern-
ment had received in-
structions from the central 
government to take action 
against mob lynching. All 
the districts are to have 
special task forces with the 
respective superintendent 
of police establishments, 
the DIPR added.

NSF sounds the clarion 
to govt., citizens for 
action 
The Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) has warned 
that Nagaland will be 
swamped by illegal im-
migrants if the state’s gov-
ernment and its people do 
not act at this time. The 
NSF issued a statement 
on Wednesday pointing 
to the possibility of mass 
migration into the state 
considering that Assam 
is preparing the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC). 

Nagaland is already 
faced with ‘immeasurable’ 
problems and influx of il-
legal immigrants for which 
action is required now, the 
federation stated. 

The statement read: 
“With the State of Naga-
land currently facing im-
measurable problems and 
influx of illegal immigrants 
and with the publication 
of the final draft of Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
by the state of Assam, it 
is being viewed that mas-
sive alarming migration 
of illegal immigrants is 
bound to happen, if the 
state government does not 
take necessary measures 
to monitor the flow of il-
legal immigrants.”

Here, the NSF ap-
pealed to the public of the 
state and the Nagaland 
government to take meas-
ures as Assam is preparing 
the NRC’s final draft for 
publication on July 30. 

“The state of Assam 
undertaking the exercise 
of National Register of 
Citizens  to get rid of im-
migrants who had settled 
illegally in Assam after the 
electoral roll of 1971 and in 
accordance to the Assam 
Accord, 1985, posed as 
the biggest demographic 
threat to the neighbour-

ing states of Assam and in 
particular to the state of 
Nagaland,” the NSF stated.

The NSF has demand-
ed that the government 
place ‘strict mechanism’ to 
monitor the entry and exit 
of migrants. The organisa-
tion assured that it will 
engage spot verifications 
of entry and exit points in 
the state.

The students also cau-
tioned citizens, indige-
nous and non-indigenous 
alike, not to offer opportu-
nities for illegal immigra-
tions to secure a passage.  

“The NSF further in-
forms the general public, 
indigenous and non-in-
digenous not to entertain 
or make effort to create 
passage for these illegal 
immigrants and would 
initiate strict and befit-
ting action against the de-
faulters,” the organisation 
stated. 

All the federating units 
and subordinate organisa-
tions of the NSF are asked 
to be vigilant and to moni-
tor their respective juris-
diction.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ju l y  2 5 
(IANS): In a tantalising 
find, a team of Italian re-
searchers on Wednesday 
announced they have dis-
covered a large saltwater 
lake under ice near the 
south pole on Red Planet 
- raising a possibility that 
life may be there on Mars 
in some form.

The lake under the 
Martian ice stretches 20 
kms across, said the team 
led by Roberto Orosei from 
the National Institute of 
Astrophysics in Bologna 
in a paper detailed in the 
prestigious journal Sci-
ence.

The lake is about 1.5 
km beneath Mars's surface 
and is at least one metre 
deep.

The detect ion was 
made using the Mars Ad-
vanced Radar for Sub-
surface and Ionosphere 
Sounding (MARSIS) in-
strument on European 
Space Agency's Mars Ex-
press spacecraft.

If confirmed, it would 
be the first confirmed news 
of liquid water ever detect-
ed on the Red Planet.

"We discovered water 
on Mars," said Orosei. 

In 2015, in the first-ever 
definitive signs of the pres-
ence of liquid water on the 

Red Planet, NASA's Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter 
(MRO) captured strong ev-
idence for seasonal flows 
of liquid salty water on the 
Martian surface.

In the new discovery, 
between May 2012 and De-
cember 2015, Orosei and 
colleagues used MARSIS 
to survey a region called 
Planum Australe, located 
in the southern ice cap of 
Mars.

They obtained 29 sets 
of radar samplings, map-
ping out an area exhibiting 
a very sharp change in its 
associated radar signal, 
about 1.5 km below the 
surface of the ice and ex-
tending sideways about 
20 km.

The radar profile of this 
area is similar to that of 
lakes of liquid water found 
beneath the Antarctic and 
Greenland ice sheets on 
Earth, suggesting that 
there is a subglacial lake at 
this location on Mars.

"Although the tem-
perature is expected to be 
below the freezing point 
of pure water, Orosei not-
ed that dissolved salts of 
magnesium, calcium, and 
sodium -- known to be 
present in Martian rocks 
-- could be dissolved in the 
water to form a brine," said 

the study.
"Together with the 

pressure of the overlying 
ice, this lowers the melting 
point, allowing the lake to 
remain liquid, as happens 
on Earth," the researchers 
noted.

According to the jour-
nal Nature, if further stud-
ies confirm the existence 
of a lake, it could open new 
avenues for investigating 
Mars.

"It begins a new line of 
inquiry that's very excit-
ing," Jim Green, NASA's 
chief scientist, was quoted 
as saying.

Nearly 4.5 billion years 
ago, Mars had six and a half 
times as much water as 
it does now and a thicker 
atmosphere.

But most of this water 
has disappeared into space 
and the reason is that Mars 
no longer has global mag-
netic fields, like on the 
Earth.

The magnetic field pro-
tects the Earth's atmos-
phere against degradation 
from energy rich particles 
from the Sun.

Orosei and team wrote: 
"There is no reason to con-
clude that the presence of 
subsurface water on Mars 
is limited to a single loca-
tion."

New Delhi, July 25 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today slammed 
the Centre over non-compliance 
of its last year verdict of making 
public institutions disabled-
friendly and said the govern-
ment had to follow the law and 
order.

The top court also expressed 
annoyance over the states not 
complying with its order and 
warned that respective chief sec-
retaries will be called to explain 
the delay.

A bench of Justices A K Sikri 
and Ashok Bhushan asked the 
Centre to file a fresh affidavit 
within four weeks giving details 

of the steps taken so far and the 
timeline for completing the work 
as given in its December 15, 2017 
verdict.

"We have not said anything 
new in our verdict of December 
15, 2017. It was your (Centre) law 
and we just asked you to comply 
with it. We are not running the 
government. It's you who has to 
follow the law and the order," the 
bench said.

Additional Solicitor General 
Pinky Anand said she will file 
an affidavit in this regard in four 
weeks, adding that a lot of work 
has been done in pursuance to 
the court's direction.

The bench, however, said 
that the Centre should file a de-
tailed affidavit.

The apex court, in a fresh 
petition seeking to make judici-
ary disabled-friendly, especially 

for visually impaired people, 
issued notices to the registrar 
generals of all high courts and 
the secretary general of the Su-
preme Court.

The top court had on De-
cember 15, 2017 passed 11 di-
rections which include making 
public institutions, transport 
and educational institutions 
disabled-friendly.

It said it was imperative to 
provide proper and safe access to 
roads, transport, buildings and 
public places to differently-able 
people so that they could enjoy a 
meaningful life and contribute to 
the progress of the nation.

The top court said the right 
to dignity, which is ensured in 
the constitutional set up for 
every citizen, applies with much 
more vigour in cases of persons 
suffering from disability and it 
was duty of the State and public 
authorities to lay down proper 
norms in this regard.

The top court passed a slew 
of directions, including that all 
government buildings provid-
ing any services to the pub-
lic be made fully accessible to 
differently-abled persons by 
June 2019 as per provision of the 
Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties Act, 2016.

Home and police departments to pre-empt migration from Assam 
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Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): In 
what could have been a major  
accident, a fire outbreak in 
one of the congested Hazi Park 
shops, in Dimapur, was doused  
on Wednesday. 

The garment store 'Laxmi 
store' caught the fire at around 
4.30 am on July 25, but a major 
portion of the shop and gar-
ments was saved due to the 
timely intervention of fire serv-
ice personnel. 

Though the exact cause of 
the fire is yet to be ascertained, 
Dimapur fire department of-
ficials said it could be due to 
short circuit.  

The Hazi Park Business 
Welfare Committee (HPBWC) 
has expressed appreciation to 
all those who rendered their 
services during the fire. It has 
sought cooperation in the fu-
ture as well.

The press note from the 
committee’s president, Hu-
kato V. Achumi, stated that the 
overnight rains and the timely 
arrival of the fire tenders pre-
vented a major mishap, which 
otherwise would have been a 
major catastrophe at the Hazi 
Park market.   

"The flying squad of Di-
mapur police also played its 
part by preventing the un-
wanted crowd from gathering 
in the area which on many oc-
casions leads to burglary and 
theft. The fire was controlled 
in time as only one godown 
was damaged," the press note 
stated.

Pramod Tandon, CEO of Biotech Park, delivering the keynote address at 
the capacity-building programme at Nagaland University, at Lumami, on 
July 25.

Pachyderm woes worry 
villagers in Wokha

‘Bio economy’ is the next big thing, youths seeking skills told

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): Wild el-
ephants entering human habitats 
in Wokha district have left behind 
a trail of destruction and fear. The 
public of stated area is reported to 
be living in constant fear, commu-
nity organisations have informed. 

A joint press release issued 
by the chairmen of Old Riphyim 
Village Council and New Riphyim 
Village Council, was received here 
on Wednesday. It stated that wild 
elephants have damaged paddy 
fields, and crops in said villages. 

They have reported that a herd 
of about 20 wild Asian elephants 
was spotted by villagers at an 
area called Tchukhum, located 
at a quarry a few kilometres away 
from a helipad, on the morning 
of July 23.

The incident is stated to have 
happened close on the heels of 
a report by a district committee 
about the loss of human life and 
damage to crops and properties 
by wild animals. 

The villages reported that the 
presence of wild elephants in 
their only cultivable land and for-
est was becoming a threat to the 
lives of the people in the area. It 
is causing frustration among the 
farming community of Old and 
New Riphyim villages, it informed. 
It was reported that wild elephants 
had been venturing closer to hu-
man settlements every year, and 
posing a threat to humans and the 
elephants alike. 

A district forest officer said 
that the area was badly affected. 
The source informed that the 
same herd of elephants had been 
around for a while in the area 
because there are “many things to 
eat in the fields,” the source said 
when contacted.  

While acknowledging the 
plight of the people, the source 
said it was impossible to ‘take the 
elephants away in such a terrain.’ 
It was informed that partial fund-
ing was given to the affected farm-
ers from ‘Project Elephant,’ which 
is a project that caters to elephant 
reserves.

The officer asserted that the 
matter was not an ‘elephant men-
ace’ but a ‘human-elephant con-
flict.’ “There is a need to do a lot 
more for this issue especially in 
Wokha as 50% of elephants in 
Nagaland is in this district,” the 
source said. 

Cultivation and plantations in 
the vicinity are not safe and pig-
gery and dairy farm projects have 
been abandoned also because 
of the fear of elephants, it was 
informed.

As the majority of the popu-
lation there are cultivators, it 
stated, they depend solely on 
farming and green produce for 
livelihood. With the crops on the 
verge of being harvested, there 
seems to be a growing apprehen-
sion among the farmers that their 
crops would be damaged by the 
elephants unless the government 
takes measures, the statement 
added. 

The villagers have appealed to 
the Nagaland government to offer 
compensation for the loss caused 
by the elephants. The authorities 
have been urged to assess the im-
pact of the issue on farmers.

In the country, it is informed 
that nearly 350 deaths occur every 
year due to man-elephant con-
flict. According to a report of the 
Union Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change, over 
12000 hectares were reportedly 
damaged during 2013-14.

Our Correspondent
M o k o k c h u n g ,  Ju l y  2 5 
(EMN): Bio-economy is 
economic activities relat-
ing to invention, develop-
ment, production and use 
of biological products and 
processes for people’s use. 
This economy is the next big 
thing in the business-of-all-
things, students and youths 
attending a skill develop-
ment programme in Mokok-
chung were told recently.  

The chief executive of-
ficer of Biotech Park, Pro-
fessor Pramod Tandon said 
on Wednesday during the 
programme that 40% of the 
world’s economy is based 
on biological products. Bio-
economy is expected to be 
the next economic wave 
after the fossil economy, he 
said.

Professor Tandon was 
del iver ing the keynote 
address of the inaugural 
programme of a four-day 
workshop, ‘skill and entre-
preneurial development 
of the tribal youth.” The 
topical theme of the event 
was value-additions to rich 
bio-resources with special 
reference to medicinal and 
aromatic plants. The event 
was conducted at Nagaland 
University at Lumami.

E m i n e n t  s c i e n t i s t s , 
scholars, and degree stu-
dents;  members of self 
help groups and entrepre-
neurs from Zunheboto and 
Mokokchung are attend-
ing the event, organized by 
Biotech Hub, of the univ. de-
partment of Botany, in col-
laboration with Biotech Park 
of Lucknow. The workshop 
will conclude on July 28.

The professor said bio-
economy was born from ne-
cessity as ‘people are forced 
to find alternatives because 
of Climate Change and scar-
city of non-renewable raw 
materials,’ etc. He defined 
bio-economy as a set of 
economic activities relat-
ing to invention, develop-
ment, production and use 
of biological products and 
processes.

Tandon informed the 
participants that there was a 

rapid increase in the world’s 
population, which is at an 
alarming rate, with the esti-
mate of the current about 7 
billion to increase to 9 billion 
by 2050. He cautioned that a 
large number of areas that 
are useable for agricultural 
process will be lost. This will 
put a lot of pressure on bio-
diversity and vital services. 
Besides, about 60 % of the 
Earth’s ecosystem will be 
in trouble if the population 
increases without check.

The professor warned 
that there would be 50 % 
more of requirement for 
food, 4.5 % more for energy 
and a 30 % increase in de-
mand for water by 2030.

It is going to be a her-
culean task unless steps are 
taken right away, he said. 
Mankind will not be able to 
meet the challenges ahead, 
the gathering was told.

On the Northeast region, 
the professor observed that 
cultural diversity was the 
reason behind the region’s 
rich biodiversity. “It all starts 
from respect for biological 
diversity, which implies re-
spect for human diversity,” 
Tandon said. However, he 
lamented that the Northeast 
region was lagging behind 
the rest of the country even 
though the region contrib-
utes ‘50 percent of the coun-
try’s fauna and flora.’

In this regard, he assert-
ed that biological resources 
are going to be the future 
welfare and security of the 
country. Therefore, the en-
tire ecosystem of the North-
east region provided by its 
rich biodiversity should be 
explored and exploited for 
economic gain in sustain-
able ways, the gathering 
was told.

Further,  the speaker 
talked about the potential 
of floriculture, herbal prod-
ucts and bamboo, and the 
importance of document-
ing traditional knowledge 
through scientific means 
in the Northeast states. He 
urged the people to conserve 
crop genetic diversity for 
the reason that biodiversity 
generates economic values.



‘DBs, GBs should deliver justice without  bias’

Youths urged to be independent
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Members of CAN Youth and participants seen here during the capacity-building programme in Dimapur.

DoSE informs on DPSE course 
for pre-primary teachers 
Directorate of School Education (DoSE) Director 
Wonthungo Tsopoe has informed interested in-
service pre-primary teachers to undergo Diploma in 
Pre School Education (DPSE) course at SCERT for the 
session of 2018-20, to submit application forwarded 
by the concerned SDEO and NOC from head teacher 
and address to the director of School Education, Ko-
hima. Last date of submission is July 30.

NDPP convenes meeting
The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) has convened a meeting on the July 28 in the 
central office conference hall, at 11 am. Informing 
this in a press release, the general secretary (admn) 
has requested CEB members, president of regional 
units, youth and women organisations to attend the 
meeting. 

Ansta to host general 
conference 
The All Nagaland School Teachers Association 
(Ansta) central team and Kohima unit will be host-
ing the general conference of its association in the 
first week of November. Informing this in a press 
release, the unit president and general secretary 
has informed all its affiliated units and sub-units 
officials to collect INR 400 per head as “conference 
fee” from the members and submit to the central 
office along with the list of names at the earliest 
possible time. Also, it has informed that the associa-
tion will have a review meeting of general confer-
ence on Aug. 3 at its Rest House in Kohima at 11 am. 
Executive members of Ansta and RGTF are asked to 
attend the meeting.

INC Dimapur-III convenes 
meeting
Indian National Congress of 3 Dimapur-III AC has 
convened an emergency meeting on July 28 at ACCC 
office at 11 am. The constituency president, Onen 
Jamir has informed that the meeting has been con-
vened discuss on various agendas. All the members 
and office bearers have been requested to attend the 
meeting without fail.

Naga council action 
committee convenes meeting
The public action committee of the Naga Council 
Dimapur has convened a meeting on July 26 at 11 
am at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur. The commit-
tee co-covenor has requested tribal presidents, 
NWHD, DUCCF, GBs Union Dimapur Sadar, DCCI 
and NCD office bearers to attend the meeting 
positively.  

PFSCER to conduct 
leadership progamme
The Parivartan Foundation for Social Change & 
Economic Reform (PFSCER), a national level NGO 
will be conducting a leadership development train-
ing programme for minority women on topic Swa-
chh Bharat, legal rights, violence against women, 
and health and hygiene on July 26 from 11 am at 
Khezhakeno village and Town Hall in Pfutsero on 
July 28.

Bar association to meet 
The Nagaland Bar Association has convened a meeting 
of the planning committee and sub-committees for 
the golden jubilee celebrations on July 27 at 2:30 pm 
at the Bar Room in Dimapur. The committee member 
secretary has requested all the members to attend the 
meeting positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

 Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The CAN Youth has con-
ducted capacity building 
training of ‘discovering 
self and career oppor-
tunity’ with the youths 
of Kevijau colony and 
Aokong colony in Di-
mapur at their respective 
community hall on July 
21 and 23rd. 

A  p r e s s  r e l e a s e 
from the organisers on 
Wednesday informed 
that program facilitator of 
CAN Youth, Kivitoli Chi-
shi, spoke about the skills 
and talents of youths that 
go undiscovered and 
wasted while in search 
of government jobs. She 

PHE minister submits to Union 
minister proposal for water supply

Jacob Zhimomi and Hardeep Singh Puri at the Union minister’s office in New Delhi on July 25.

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
Minister for Public Health 
Engineering Jacob Zhi-
momi called on Union 
Minister for Housing and 
Urban Affairs, Hardeep 
Singh Puri and submitted 
a proposal for augmenta-
tion of water supply to 
Dimapur town.

A press release re-
ceived here on Wednes-

day from public relation 
officer of Nagaland House, 
New Delhi, stated that 
Zhimomi has appraised 
the union minister about 
water problem face by the 
people of Dimapur town.

Zhimomi had an inter-
action with Union minis-
ter at his office, Nirman 
Bhawan in New Delhi on 
July 25.

The Union minister is 
stated to have expressed 
his serious concern on 
clean water for the public 
and assured to look into 
the project proposal sub-
mitted by the minister. 

The minister also said 
to have extended invita-
tion to the Puri to visit the 
state during the Hornbill 
Festival. 

Oriental College welcomes freshers

Shan Kikon addressing the students’ convocation day at Oriental College 
in Kohima.

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
Oriental College of Kohima 
observed its 22nd fresher’s 
day on July 20 in the col-
lege’s auditorium with Rev. 
Shan Kikon, senior pastor 
of Faith Harvest Church as 
the guest speaker. 

According to an update 
received from the college, 
during the programme, 
Rev. Kikon has encouraged 
students to develop read-
ing habit. 

Pointing out the lack 
of dignity of labour in 
the society, the speaker 
urged students to develop 
work culture. Further, he 
advised the students to 
respect and honour the 
college, classroom, teach-
ers, and the management. 

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The Wokha District Legal 
Services Authority and the 
Bar Association (WDLSA) 
in collaboration with Dis-
trict Administrative Wokha 
organised a day workshop 
for the DBs and GBs on 
July 25 at Town Hall in 
Wokha.

Speaking during in-
augural programme, the 
deputy commissioner 
(DC) of Wokha, Dr. Mana-
zir Jeelani Samoon, said 
‘since DBs and GBs are 
government servants ap-
pointed by the govern-
ment to look into law and 
order situations within 
their respective village or 
jurisdiction they should 
practice effectiveness of 
justice through perception 
while delivering justice 

and should not be biased 
because of “clanism” or 
communalism so as to 
bring harmony in society, 
a press release from the 
legal services stated.

While pointing out the 
difficulties faced by ad-
ministrative officers in 
dealing with the people 
because of the traditional 
practice and customary 
usage of the Nagas, DC 
said personal assistant to 
the administrative officer 
should assist the adminis-
trative officer in executing 
works within the district.

The secretary of WDL-
SA, Seyielenuo Mezhü, in 
her key note address said 
that Nagaland is a unique 
state because of tradition-
al practices and customary 
usages, which is protected 

 Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon speaking during the workshop, in Wokha.

NSF forms committeeOfficers urged to 
work on mission-mode

Compensation for affected landowners

NPRAAF mourns demise

Class IX and X financial 
literacy exam on Aug. 10

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
In pursuance to its fed-
eral assembly resolution 
to commemorate 100th 
years of Naga Club, ex-
ecutive council of the 
Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) has constituted 
a committee to oversee 
the success of the pro-
gramme.

The NSF, as deliber-
ated at its federal assem-
bly and successive con-
sultative meetings with 
its senior leaders, was 
convinced that the com-
ing together of the elders 
to form the Naga Club 
was epoch-making for the 
Nagas towards realisation 
of identity and gave rise to 

social and political con-
sciousness. 

A press release issued 
by its general secretary 
stated that Naga Club 
started the Naga journey 
of collectively responding 
to the changes of time 
and envisioning a shared 
future.

The committee mem-
bers consisted of Neingulo 
Krome as convenor along 
with Vipopal Kintso, Dr. 
Dietho-o Yhoshu, Neivor 
Rutsa,  Supongmeren 
Jamir, Elias T Lotha, Ku-
puto Kits, K Elu Ndang, 
Daniel Tep, Imchatoba 
Imchen, Sienotho, NSF 
president and the general 
secretary as members.

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
Chief secretary Temjen 
Toy, has lamented over 
slow pace of progress in 
Kiphire as the district re-
mained at the bottom of 
the list among the 115 
‘aspirational districts’ of 
the whole country.

Toy was addressing 
the state level commit-
tee meeting for Kiphire 
aspirational district held 
on July 24 in the office 
of the planning and co-
ordination department, 
Civil Secretariat, Kohima, 
a press release received  
here on Wednesday  in-
fromed.

The chief secretary, 
who also chaired the 
meeting, called upon the 
departments to have good 
coordination for devel-
opment of the district. 
He asked the head of de-

partments and officers 
especially in Kiphire dis-
trict to tie up with one an-
other and urged them to 
work on a mission mode 
and not as a duty. He also 
asked them to keep updat-
ing the records and the 
indicator.

Meanwhile, the chief 
secretary expressed his 
appreciation to the peo-
ple of Kiphire district for 
working hard towards de-
velopment of their district 
despite their differences.

The joint secretary as 
well as Prabhan officer 
from ministry of HRD, 
Government of India, 
Sanjay Kumar gave power 
point presentation. 

The deputy commis-
sioner, Kiphire, and head 
of departments of the 
district also attended the 
meeting.

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The deputy commission-
er of Dimapur, Sushil Ku-
mar Patel has informed 
all the landowners and 
beneficiaries affected due 
to the New BG Railway 
under Dimapur district 
that the compensation 
for the affected owners of 
land, building, and other 
items shall be paid at the 
DC’s office on July 31 for 

Dhansiripar, Pimla, Raza-
phe Basa, Khemnok, Zu-
tovi and Sukhovi villages 
from 10 am onwards.

Chairman/ head GB 
and members of the con-
cerned village council are 
informed to be present in 
person for identification 
of landowners and bene-
ficiaries during disbursal 
of cheques, failing which 
payment shall be with-

held, the DC informed. 
All the affected land-

owners and beneficiaries 
are directed to collect in 
person along with the 
identity proof, bank pass-
book (original and xerox), 
five passport photos etc. 
it also informed that pay-
ment to any other repre-
sentative other than the 
concerned person shall 
not be entertained. 

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action 
Forum (NPRAAF) has 
mourned the untime-
ly demise of its found-
ing member, William K 
Lotha, secretary of music 
and cultural affairs, who 
passed away on July 24 
in Dimapur after brief 
illness. 

The NPRAAF said 
Lotha had ‘ceaselessly 
crusaded against  al l 
forms of corruption in 
the state ever since the 
inception of NPRAAF on 
Feb. 28 2016.’

“William had a dream 
to see the day where edu-

cated youth of the state 
would live in a world of 
fairness and justice and 
that every youth would 
be opportune for fair 
competitive examina-
tions irrespective of their 
background,” the condo-
lence message read.   

The NPRAAF said that 
it would always remem-
ber his contributions 
made towards the organ-
isation and the selfless 
service rendered in fight-
ing against corruption in 
the state. 

Further, the forum 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in eternal 
peace. 

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN):  The Nagaland Board of 
School Education (NBSE) has informed that exami-
nation for Class IX and X on financial literacy course 
would be held on August 10. It informed the schools 
offering financial literacy course that the examina-
tion would be conducted from 9:30 am to 11:30 am. 
The question paper would consist of Multiple Choice 
Question (MCQ). Institutions have been directed to 
collect question paper from the board’s office from 
August 1-6 on working days during office hours and 
submit the result to the board on or before August 
18.Confidential packet of financial literacy would be 
issued to the head of institutions or duly authorised 
official only, it informed.

DCCI cautions on consumer health safety 
Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): The 
Dimapur Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (DCCI) has appreci-
ated the department of Health and 
Family Welfare for taking the bold 
and humongous task of ensuring 
food safety and standard which is 
affecting every family in Nagaland.

A press release issued by the 
DCCI president, Akashe Zhimomi, 
while appreciating the DEpart-
ment of HFW, strictly warned the 
vegetable, fruits vendors that it will 
not tolerate selling of chemically 
treated items for public consump-
tion. It further warns the footpath 
vendors of selling products in an 
unhygienic condition.

“The recent inspection of food 
joints, bakery and ice cream unit 
by HFWD which was accompanied 
by DCCI president and colleagues 
where if found that some of those 
units were found unhygienic unfit 
for human consumption. DCCI 
warns that it will also periodi-
cally carry such surprise checks 
and will further not tolerate such 
conditions to operate,” the release 
stated. 

IN this connection, the DCCI 
appreciated the ‘Commissioner 
and Secretary Himato Zhimomi 
(IFS) for zealously taking an initia-
tive to ensure quality food to the 
public which was long overdue 

considering the health hazard 
that has affected the population of 
Nagaland’

The DCCI also appreciated Dr. 
K. Vikato Kinimi (CMO Dimapur) 
and his team for working tirelessly 
detecting contaminated food being 
sold in the market.

 “DCCI and business com-
munity will support the initiative 
of HFWD in letter and spirit and 
request the HFWD and DMC to 
extend help and assist DCCI to 
work out the mechanism to ensure 
vegetables, fruits eatables are un-
der constant monitoring and fit for 
human consumption,” the release 
further added.

by Article 371 (A). he said  
DBs and GBs are encour-
age to follow the proce-
dural aspects as in code 

of criminal procedure and 
civil procedure code in 
delivering justice to the 
people as the concept of 

justice is based on equity, 
good conscious and state 
of mind which is very rele-
vant to the present society.

Advocate  Stephen 
Yanthan spoke on Civil 
Procedure Code in the 
administration of justice. 
He enlightened the gath-
ering about various pro-
cedural aspects of a civil 
suit starting from filing a 
plaint, submission of writ-
ten statement, framing 
of issues, evidence stage, 
argument, and passing of 
judgement.

‘However at times, the 
proceedings in the cus-
tomary court are devout if 
procedures are misguided 
and mislead by one party 
and judgement can be 
biased at times,’ he said.

Advocate W Rainbow 
Ngullie spoke on criminal 
procedure with special 
reference to children and 
women cases. He said that 

DBs and GBs are formed 
by the British for better 
communication between 
the British and the local 
people for better admin-
istration of justice. ‘The 
importance of custom-
ary court is important be-
cause of its connection 
with the grass root level,’ 
he said.

Ngullie said because of 
social stigma and custom-
ary subjugation, women 
are not coming forward. 
Stating that society cannot 
grow or develop without 
the participation of wom-
en, he advised GBs and 
DBs to encourage wom-
enfolk to come forward to 
address their grievances. 
He also stressed that sec-
tion 125 of code of crimi-
nal procedure entitles the 

women to claim compen-
sation from their husband 
and sons.

F u r t h e r ,  N g u l l i e 
stressed on the principle 
idea of juvenile in conflict 
with law and role of DBs 
and GBs.

Also, Advocate Oren 
Humtsoe talked on record 
keeping of court proce-
dures. He said that while 
passing a judgement by a 
village court, detail writ-
ten record of the facts and 
statement and reasons 
for the judgment or order 
is required. Therefore, he 
requested the DBs and 
GBs to cooperate with the 
civil court when a local 
commission is set up by 
the court in civil cases in 
a district court, the release 
added.

Dimapur to 
observe weekly 
‘dry day’
Dimapur July 25 (EMN): 
T h e  Na t i o n a l  Ve c t o r 
Borne Diseases Control 
programme (NVBDCP) 
has informed colonies 
in Dimapur to observe 
a weekly ‘dry day’ every 
Saturday starting from 
Aug. 4 till November last 
week covering all dengue 
season. 

The programme was 
to control dengue in all 
colonies, the NVBDP in-
formed. Colony leaders 
and public are requested 
to clean water containers 
viz- coolers, water storage 
container, tyre, coconut 
shell, over head tanks, 
buckets, flower vases, 
bottles, refrigerator drip 
pan, bamboo stumps etc. 

“If you give respect and 
honour, you will also re-
ceive the same thing in re-
turn directly or indirectly,” 
Kikon said.

O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n , 
Moanukshi Lemtur and 
Angela Tamang were ad-
judged as Mr. and Miss 
Freshers 2018.

encouraged the youths to 
look beyond the govern-
ment jobs and seize the 
opportunities that are 
available. Chishi urged 

them to be self-depend-
ent, promote their hob-
bies and talents which 
she said will be a stepping 
stone to success.

Chishi also talked 
about job avenues, en-
trepreneurs’ opportunity, 
and upcoming skill train-
ing programmes.
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Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The Kohima Law College 
conducted a seminar on 
the topic “Know your right 
and entitlement aware-
ness campaign at the col-
lege auditorium of Model 
Christian College on July 
25 2018. 

A press release received 
here today at Eastern Mir-
ror, stated that the Ko-
hima Law College led by 
its professor-in-charge, 
Kezhokhoto Savi conduct-
ed the campaign at the 
college.  

 It stated that the col-
lege, had on July 13 2018, 
launched ‘Know your right 
& entitlement awareness 
campaign’ to be conducted 
in colleges and amongst 
the society to spread edu-
cation and enlighten the 
students and citizens of 
their rights and entitle-
ments.  

The Professor-in-
charge Kezhokhoto Savi, 
who is also the president 
of the Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumers’ Organisation 
(NVCO), while informing 
about the seminar, sincere-
ly appealed to the citizens 
to extent their cooperation 
and support to the ‘Food 
safety staff’ in their ven-
ture of checking the food 

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
As part of the Swachh 
Bharat Summer Intern-
ship 2018, a seminar on 
sanitation was conducted 
by the Nehru Yuva Kendra, 
Kohima in collaboration 
with the Directorate of Ur-
ban Development Swachh 
Bharat Mission at DC Con-
ference Hall, Kohima on 
July 25 2018 

 A press release received 
here today informed that 
the SDO (Civil) Kohima, 
Shaying Sheu and EAC 
Kohima, Changsang were 
the resource persons.   The 
release stated that the re-
source person, Changsang 
(EAC), while speaking at 
the seminar, highlighted 
on the what the ‘Swachh 
BHarat is all about’ and 
stressed upon how waste 

should be treated and that 
Youths should be respon-
sible in taking that initia-
tive. He further call upon 
the Youth present to put 
more importance on sani-
tation and Open Defeca-
tion. SDO (Civil) Kohima, 
Shaying Sheu spoke on 
the ‘dangers and health 
hazards of using plastic’.

He called upon public 
to desist from using plas-
tics in the society and said 
that ‘plastic bags not only 
create risks for health but 
also causes enormous im-
pact on our environment 
as most plastic bags end 
up in the landfills, water-
ways, forests, creeks and 
on every street corner due 
to the improper disposal 
of plastic bags it results to 
littering’.  

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The Naga American Foun-
dation (NAF) held its 16th 
conference on July 13 and 
14 in Santa Clara, Califor-
nia, in the heart of Silicon 
Valley. The conference was 
hosted by San Francisco 
Bay Area Nagas at Santa 
Clara First Baptist Church, 
wherein around 100 in-
dividuals from across the 
United States attended the 
conference. 

A press release is-
sued by Justin Aier, NAF 
secretary, stated that Dr. 
Paulus Pimomo, profes-
sor of English at Central 
Washington University, 
and Dr. Sylvia Pongener, 
of Bolingbrook, Illinois, 
were the speakers. 

Dr. Pimomo spoke 
about his childhood com-
munitarian education in 
a Naga village, something 
he described as “a sound 
foundation for people in-
terested in growing into 
well-adjusted individuals 

Dimapur, July  25 
(EMN): MP Lok Sabha 
Tokheho Yepthomi, 
raised the Naga Politi-
cal issue in the Parlia-
ment on July 24.

Emphasising on 
the importance of the 
issue, Yepthomi said 
that negotiation has 
been going on for the 
last 21 years and if 
it takes longer time, 
‘there will be law and 
order problem in the 
state of Nagaland in 
particular and north-
east states in general.’ 
A DIPR report updat-
ed on Wednesday.

The MP is stated 
to have urged the Au-
gust house to expe-
dite and resolve the 
issue at the earliest 
possible time.

Know Your Right and entitlements 
campaign held held in Kohima

NYK conducts seminar on plastic use

Naga American Foundation holds conference in CaliforniaMP raises Naga 
political issue 
in parliament

statE

NCC cadets marvel at modern weaponry on display, by the 32 Assam 
Rifles, at the Livingstone Foundation Hr. Sec. School, on July 25.

Resource persons during the ‘know your right and entitlement awareness campaign’ at Model Christian 
College, in Kohima on July 25.

 Naga persons in America pose for a group photo during their 16th conference in Santa Clara, California.
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among others in any society.” He 
also referred to the importance of 
lifelong learning as equipment for 
navigating different perspectives 
and cultures. 

Dr. Pongener, a former board 
member of the NAF, talked about 
Naga hospitality and how it re-

mains a common and important 
representation of Nagas living 
abroad. 

Dr. Vic Nienu, an early Naga 
pioneer in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, delivered the welcome ad-
dress, while Stephen Imsong, a 
manufacturing engineer from 

Boston, Massachusetts, spoke 
on solo motorcycle trip that he 
undertook across the US last year. 
Recalling that many Naga fami-
lies hosted him during his trip, 
Imsong spoke about the distinct 
“Naga warmth” that was accorded 
to him during his travels. 

The conference included a 
cultural show featuring traditional 
dances, musical performances, 
and a martial arts demonstration, 
and culminated with screening 
of a video produced by Rev. Dr. 
Wungreiso Valui, senior pastor of 
Santa Clara First Baptist Church, 

entitled “Gospel coming 
full circle.” 

Rev. Valui, who along 
with his wife- a Family Life 
Pastor Margareth Valui, 
leads one of the largest 
American Baptist congre-
gations in the Bay Area, 
told the story of Nagas’ 
introduction to the Gos-
pel and their subsequent 
spreading and growth in 
many countries around 
the world. 

The NAF board an-
nounced that its next 
conference would be 
held in Edison, New Jer-
sey in 2020, to be hosted 
by the family of Rev. Dr. 
Louis Meren Ao, senior 
pastor of Stelton Baptist 
Church. 

NAF president, Honili 
Sema, has thanked the 
hosts for working tirelessly 
to make the conference 
possible. She also thanked 
the attendees, many of 
whom had travelled from 
out of state to attend. 

which are harmful to hu-
man body. 

Elaborating on the 
meaning of ‘food safety’, 
the well-known advocate 
said that it refers to the con-
dition and practices that 
preserve the quality of food 
to prevent contamination 
of food borne illness. 

“We have Analysis Wing 

where the State Public 
Health Laboratory set up 
food testing laboratory un-
der a Public Analyst located 
at Merhulietsa (Paramedi-
cal) colony, Kohima. 

We have Enforcement 
Wing where the District 
Food Safety Inspector are 
posted in every district un-
der Food Safety Officer,” 

“At the moment we are 
aware that various Food 
Safety Officer in the district 
especially Dimapur are is-
suing directions to all the 
food handles and dealers 
including all manufactur-
ing and processing units 
such restaurants, bakeries, 
hotels, food stalls, package 
drinking water, water plant, 

ice cream factories and 
other edible items shops 
to improve the hygiene of 
their facilities/units,” the 
release stated. 

In this connection, the 
NVCO president pointed 
out that “sale of food items 
without FSSAI Certifica-
tion and use of prohib-
ited chemicals in fruits and 
vegetables is to be pun-
ish/penalised as per the 
Food Safety & Standard 
Act 2006.” 

The release stated that 
under the Food Safety & 
Standard Act 2006, Food 
means any substance 
whether processed, par-
tially processed or un-
processed and it includes 
packaged drinking water, 
vegetables, infant food 
products, meat, even the 
water used for food during 
its manufacture. 

He also pointed out 
the recent news in the lo-
cal dailies where the Food 
Safety officials and staff 
during surprise checking 
detected fishes injected 
with formalin, carbide in 
fresh fruits, several restau-
rants and Popular Bakery 
were found to be unhy-
gienic including Popular 
Bakery and Plaza Restau-
rant, Dimapur, Popular 

Bakery and Paradise Res-
taurant located P.R. Hill, 
N.H-29, Kohima, etc. 

The release stated that 
the Food Safety & Standard 
Authority of India(FSSAI) is 
to lay down science based 
standards for articles of 
food and to regulate their 
manufacture, storage, dis-
tribution, sale and import, 
to ensure availability of sale 
and wholesale food for hu-
man consumption in the 
country. 

Earlier the Principal 
of Model Christian Col-
lege warmly received the 
resource persons and the 
program was led by Tsu-
jen Easter of B.Sc 5th se-
mester. Special number 
entitled – ‘Listen to our 
heart’ was presented by 
the college students, the 
release stated. 

The resource persons 
were L. Lawrence Beio, 
Toino Awomi, B. Yem-
long Chang, Aphrenuo 
Sorhie, Benison V. Shohe 
and Amhakho Jua who 
presented several topics 
including Environment, 
Street Vendors Act 2014, 
Human Rights, National 
Food Security Act 2013, 
Consumer Rights, Food 
Safety & Standard Act 2006, 
the release stated. 
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Longki Timung elected new chairman of KAAC

Central team visits Manipur 
border amid controversy

Govt. to provide support for expansion of NCC units in schools — Khandu

Contraband worth 
INR 50 lakhs 
seized by AR

Goverment cautions 
Assam on draft NRC

BRO DG tells 
officers to speed 
up works in NE

India, Bangladesh adopt zero tolerance 
for trans-border crimes — Officials

Hill area blockade relaxed after 
Manipur CM’s assurance on demands

CPI-M MP says Tripura villagers facing starvation

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 25 (EMN):  Former Ex-
ecutive Member (EM) and MAC of 
Borjan Constituency, Longki Timung 
was elected unopposed as the chair-
man, Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) here on Wednesday 
July 25 at the KAAC session hall. 
Timung is the 28th chairman of 
KAAC. 
He was the lone candidate to file the 
nomination for the post of chairman 
KAAC on July 24 to the Deputy Sec-
retary Birsing Engti at the legislative 
office.

Earlier the election for the post 
of chairman was conducted at the 

session hall but as there was no 
candidates other than MAC Longki 
Timung the Deputy Chairman, 
KAAC, Ritish Enghi declared MAC 
Timung as the chairman elected 
unopposed. 

Timung immediately occupied 
the seat of the chairman. After get-
ting elected for the post of chair-
man, Timung said, “ As a Chairman 
of KAAC I will try to uphold  rules 
and regulations of the KAAC to give 
the freedom of expression to all the 
members of the august house on 
any matter taken up for discussion 
during any sessions conducted in 
the House.” He also said, “It is my 

responsibility to allow the members 
of the august House for a positive 
discussion concerning the interest 
of the common people and for the 
development of the district.”

Later CEM KAAC, Tuliram Rong-
hang along with EMs and MACs 
felicitated the newly appointed 
chairman of KAAC.

CEM Ronghang said, “It is for the 
first time in the history of KAAC that 
a chairman is being elected from 
Bokajan LA Constituency.”  All the 
necessary supports will be extended 
to the newly appointed chairman for 
the smooth and better functioning 
of the KAAC.

Imphal, July 25 (IANS): The three Central 
government officials who inspected the 
controversial Border Pillar 81 near Kwatha 
Khunnou along Manipur-Myanmar 
border on Wednesday said there was no 
inconsistency about its location.

“We are going to submit a report to the 
Centre,” Surveyor General of India, Lt Gen 
Girish Kumar said. 

Representatives of several political 
parties and civil society organisations 
alleging inconsistencies also joined the 
inspection. 

The border villagers have alleged that 
the border post has been “shifted” inside 
Manipur, altering its position. They said 
the Central team had refused to visit the 
“original location of BP 81” which is now 
inside Myanmar. 

Manipur Govenment spokesperson 
Letpao Haokip said: “There is no ques-
tion of losing our land. We will study the 
report once it is submitted to the Centre. 
The official team came to Manipur at our 
request”.  Hareswor Goswami, a Congress 
spokesperson and a retired bureaucrat 
who had authored a book on Manipur’s 
shrinking border, says BP 81 is located 
deep inside Manipur. He produced maps 
and other documemnts before the of-
ficials. 

This view is shared by A. Tombikanta, 
the collector of Tengnoupal district under 
which BP 81 falls. 

The three Central officials, Sripriya 
Ranganathan, joint secretary of Ministry 
of External Affairs (Bangladesh and My-

anmar), A.V. Dharma Reddy, joint secre-
tary of Ministry of Home Affairs (border 
management) along with the Surveyor 
General of India had arrived at Imphal 
on Tuesday. 

The Centre deputed the team to visit 
the border for verification of the location 
of the BP 81 in the wake of allegations by 
villagers, activists and some officials of 
Manipur that the BP 81 was shifted 3 km 
deep inside Manipur. 

The Central team met representatives 
of United Committee Manipur (UCM) 
which was formed in June 2001 for the 
protection of Manipur’s territory. Khurai-
jam Athouba, general secretary of UCM 
later said that the central officials came 
without instruments to verify the rightful 
location of BP 81. 

“The officials said that the location of 
BP 81 is based on the traditional bounda-
ries which were agreed upon in 1967. 
They could not explain the basis for the 
traditional boundaries. We are not satis-
fied and will continue our agitation,” said 
Khuraijam Athouba. 

Union minister of state for home 
Kiran Rijiju during his recent visit to 
Imphal had maintained that there was 
nothing wrong in the location of BP 81. 
However residents of Kwatha Khunnou 
and other villages say that BP 81 was 
shifted. 

Activists say Manipur has lost 110 sq. 
km of territory in an “unexplained man-
ner” ever since Manipur was merged with 
the Indian Union on October 15, 1949.

Itanagar, July 25 (PTI): Arunach-
al Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu has assured officials of Na-
tional Cadet Corps that the state will 
provide infrastructure, manpower 
and financial support for expansion 
of their units in the state.

Khandu also said that he wanted 
to expand the Indian Military Ca-
det Corps in all higher secondary 
schools in the state by raising NCC 

units in all schools, an official state-
ment said here today.

Khandu, during a meeting with 
the Additional Director General of 
NCC, northeastern region, Major 
General Raju Chauhan here yester-
day said upgrading the NCC unit at 
Pasighat to a full-fledged battalion 
and raising of another NCC battalion 
at Tawang will help in filling up cadet 
vacancies in schools.

Khandu said it is the vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi that 
the NCC, an Indian military cadet 
corps with its headquarters in New 
Delhi, should have its reach in all 
the border areas of the country, the 
statement added.

He said that a sense of national-
ism, discipline and the ideals of self-
less service, could be instilled among 
the youths through NCC.

D i m a p u r, Ju l y  2 5 
( E M N ) :  T h e  Te n g -
noupal Battalion of 26 
Sector Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of HQ 
IGAR (South) recovered 
10,000 numbers of WY 
tablets at PVCP Khu-
dengthabi. 

According to a press 
statement from HQ 
IGAR (South) on July 23, 
based on specific input 
regarding movement of 
contraband drugs from 
Moreh towards Imphal, 
a black coloured Kenbo 
bike was stopped for 
checking at PVCP, Khu-
dengthabi.  While frisk-
ing and carrying out 
thorough checking of 
the baggage, 10,000 
numbers of WY tablets 
were found inside the 
seat of the Kenbo bike. 

 The approximate 
cost of the contraband 
drug is about INR 50 
lakhs.  The accused 
Thangpo Haokip, age 
29 years from Khonom-
phai village in Teng-
noupal district of Ma-
nipur along with the 
recovered item was 
handed over to Moreh 
police station.

New Delhi, July 25 (IANS): Ahead 
of the declaration of Draft National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in As-
sam, the Union Home Ministry on 
Wednesday said people who are not 
part of the Draft would not be auto-
matically declared foreigners.

As the Draft NRC is expected to 
be published on July 30, the minis-
try has sent an advisory to the state 
government asking it not to initiate 
action based on the Draft. 

“There is no question of refer-
ring the persons whose names do 
not figure in the Draft NRC to the 
Foreigners’ Tribunal as the people 
are entitled to file claims and objec-
tions,” said an advisory.

“The question of referring any 
person to a detention centre based 
on NRC exercise also does not arise. 
The state government has been 

asked to issue clear instructions to 
all administrative and police func-
tionaries,” it said.

The ministry also sought main-
tenance of law and order before and 
post-publication of the Draft.

“The state government has been 
advised to set up a state-level coor-
dination committee under the chair-
manship of Chief Secretary to ensure 
coordination among state agencies, 
NRC authorities and central agen-
cies,” says the advisory.

The Ministry has also sought 
the setting up 24x7 control rooms 
at the state capital and district 
headquarters to receive com-
plaints and coordinate prompt 
response.

The Registrar General of India 
(RGI) has been asked to use all 
means of communication, including 

websites, toll-free numbers, SMS to 
provide information to public about 
the Draft NRC. 

“An intensive public awareness 
campaign has been launched to 
disseminate information about the 
NRC process, options available for 
individuals whose names do not 
figure in the Draft NRC, the proce-
dure and timeline for filing claims 
and objections so as to address the 
concerns of people left out of the 
Draft list,” said a press release issued 
by the ministry.

“All individuals will have suffi-
cient opportunity for the remedies 
available under the law. Govern-
ment wants to make it clear that 
after draft NRC publication on July 
30, adequate opportunity for claims 
and objections will be available,” it 
said.

Guwahati, July 25 (PTI): 
Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) Director Gen-
eral Lt Gen Harpal Singh 
today advised his Project 
Chief Engineers (CEs) to 
speed up works in the 
north eastern states to 
help connectivity in the 
region. Singh discussed 
in detail the progress of 
works taken up by BRO 
with additional director 
general BRO and all seven 
chief engineers of BRO in 
the north east.

The director general 
complimented the project 
chief engineers on the 
work done by the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) 
in the NE region, he said.

The DG was speaking 
at AWP 2019-20 confer-
ence at the Headquarters 
ADG BRO East which was 
also attended by plan-
ning officers of the Eastern 
Command and the Corps.

The DG also discussed 
with senior officials of the 
Indian Oil here on various 
issues including uninter-
rupted supply of fuel and 
oil to the BRO in border 
areas, he added.

Agartala, July 25 (IANS): 
India and Bangladesh bor-
der guards have adopted 
a zero tolerance policy to 
curb smuggling of arms, 
explosives and drugs and 
human trafficking along 
the frontiers of the two 
countries, officials said 
here on Wednesday after a 
four-day border coordina-
tion conference.

“In the border co-
ordination conference, 
the BSF (Border Security 
Force) and BGB (Border 
Guards Bangladesh) have 
adopted zero tolerance 
strategies to deal with 
smuggling of arms, explo-
sives, drugs and human 
trafficking along the fron-
tiers,” Additional Director 
General of BGB Mohm-
mad Zahid Hasan told 
reporters.

He said: “We have 
shared our views and 
taken strategies to check 
trans-border crimes. Cur-
rently we are not facing 
any major challenges 
along the frontiers.”

Sector Command-
ers of BGB’s Sarail and 
Chittagong regions and 
Inspector Generals of 
BSF’s three northeast In-
dia frontiers’ -- Tripura, 
Meghalaya, and Mizo-
ram-Cacher --- held the 
four-day border coordina-
tion conference at Tripura 
frontier headquarters in 
Shalbagan, 12 km north of 
Agartala.

Hasan said that so far 
there were no security re-
lated challenges from the 
Rohingya refugees from 
Myanmar. “We have con-
fined them within the 
camps. If the Rohingya 
refugees tried to come out 
from the camps, we will 
prevent them.”

“St a y i n g  o f  h u g e 
number of Rohingyas (in 
Bangladesh) is a security 
concern of Bangladesh. 
They are not allowed to 
go outside the camps and 
if they do so, we will deal 
with it firmly,” the BGB of-
ficial said.

Both BGB and BSF of-

ficials said that as of now 
no major terror threat is 
visualized from the Ro-
hingya refugees.

“It cannot be ruled out 
that terror acts involved 
Rohingya refugees. How-
ever, no criminal evidence 
was so far found in the 
Rohingya refugees camps 
and from the individual 
Rohingya,” BSF’s Tripura 
frontier Inspector Gen-
eral Hemant Kumar Lohia 
said.

The camps in south-
east Bangladesh host 
some 915,000 Rohingyas, 
including around 700,000 
who have sought refuge 
in the countr y since 
August 25, 2017 when 
the Myanmar military 
launched an offensive in 
retaliation to an attack 
on multiple government 
outposts by Rohingya 
rebels in the western 
state of Rakhine.

Erection of border 
fencing along the remain-
ing portion of India-Bang-
ladesh territories, reduc-

tion of border crime along 
the borders, improvement 
of mutual understanding 
between the BSF and BGB, 
water sharing and cleanli-
ness of drainage water 
were discussed in the BSF-
BGB border coordination 
conference.

Lohia said that there 
was no problem in erec-
tion of fencing along the 
India-Bangladesh bor-
ders and also there was no 
problem in management 
of fencing gates through 
which Indian farmers and 
bordering people are go-
ing outside the fencing.

“The BSF has taken 
all-out efforts to curb drug 
related crimes including 
smuggling and farming of 
ganja,” he added.

Four northeastern 
states, Tripura, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram and Assam share 
the 1,880 km international 
border with Bangladesh.

Most parts of the 1,880 
km frontiers are unfenced, 
mountainous and prone 
to crime.

  Mirror Crossword 1889sud0ku 1729
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Jargon
 6. Required (abbrev.)
 10. 3-handed card game
 14. Resting place for a bird
 15. Pretentiously artistic
 16. Seep
 17. Fried quickly in a little fat
 18. Urn
 19. Tardy
 20. Carves in relief
 22. Made of yarn
 24. Rind
 25. High quality brandies
 26. Bewilder
 29. Found in skin lotion
 30. Narrow beams of light
 31. Pertaining to the middle layer of 

cells in an embryo
 37. Units of area
 39. For what reason?
 40. Sordid
 41. Most horrible
 44. Fruit of the blackthorn bush
 45. Charged particles
 46. Ca______ = tellers
 48. Cleaning cloth
 52. French for “But”
 53. Intercourse with a close relative
 54. Units of magnetic field strength
 58. Knitting stitch
 59. Shaped with an axe
 61. Biblical pool in southwestern 

Jerusalem
 62. Prepare (abbrev.)
 63. Evenings (abbrev.)
 64. Actress Dale _____
 65. Dark-leaved evergreen trees
 66. Persian goddess
 67. Acquired in collisions 

 DOWN
 1. Arched room in a church
 2. 500 sheets of paper
 3. Food (slang)

 4. Sea mollusks with 8 
tentacles

 5. Dissertations
 6. Composer of “Bolero”
 7. Historical periods
 8. Quarts (abbrev.)
 9. Any wood from which dye 

is derived
 10. A wise lawgiver
 11. Australian bear-like 

marsupial
 12. Native Mexican people
 13. Adolescents
 21. Appear
 23. S-shaped curves in 

molding
 25. Satiates with sweetness
 26. Boast
 27. Every separate thing
 28. Ancient city in Asia 

Minor
 29. Burnt residues
 32. “Dallas” character J.R. 

_____
 33. Withstanding
 34. A gender
 35. Roman god of love
 36. Alkaline solutions
 38. Mixes 
 42. Detested

 43. Russian emperor
 47. Made a snake sound
 48. Crazy or silly
 49. Accustom
 50. Fastener
 51. Assists
 52. Association of geniuses
 54. Writer of “Policy of 

Emancipation” (1863), 
Robert Dale ____ (1801-
1877)

 55. Style
 56. Do not (contraction)
 57. Impudence
 60. Biblical first woman
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Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): The joint tribal 
student bodies of Manipur in a press 
statement received here on Wednesday 
announced about the understanding 
that was reached with the government 
of Manipur during a meeting today at 
the chief minister’s office, the Joint Tribal 
Student Bodies, Manipur and has relaxed 
the indefinite blockade on national 
highways in hill areas of Manipur with 
immediate effect until the next round 
of meeting scheduled to be held within 
two days.

The spokesperson of the students’ 
body stated that at the invitation from 
the Chief Minister N. Biren Singh for a 
talk, representatives of the Joint Tribal 
Student Bodies, Manipur – a federating 
body of Thadou Students’ Association 

(TSA), Rongmei Naga Students’ Organi-
zation (RNSO), Liangmai Naga KatimaiL-
uangdi (LNKR) and the representative of 
Zomi Students’ Federation (ZSF)  held a 
meeting with the chief minister in the 
presence of Y. Khemchand, speaker, 
ThRadheshyam, education minister, V. 
Hangkhanlian, agriculture minister and 
P. Sharatchandra, MLA and advisor to the 
chief minister and Chief Secretary Suresh 
Babu, IAS.

The points of demand that were dis-
cussed in the meeting included issues 
pertaining to the on-going impasse in 
Manipur University, July 13 Moreh terror 
attack and the incidents of intimida-
tion and assault of peaceful protesters 
and student leaders during the JTSBM’s 
bandh on July 6 added the statement.

New Delhi, July 25 (IANS): 
Displaying samples of 
rotten rice and flour in 
the Lok Sabha, CPI-M 
MP from Tripura Shankar 
Prasad Dutta said on 
Wednesday that “starva-
tion will ruin” the state if 
the Central and state gov-
ernments fail to provide 
adequate funds for the 
MGNREGA scheme.

“As there is no money 
in the hands of hills or vil-
lage people, fair price shop 
dealers are selling rotten 
rice and flour. I have the 
rotten flour collected from 

a shop...insects can be 
seen. Please see whether 
these are eatable,” the MP 
from Tripura West said in 
the Lower House.

Dutta blamed the 
state’s ruling BJP-IPFT 
(Bharatiya Janata Party-
Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura) government for 
the alleged apathy towards 
people in the state, saying: 
“Today maximum number 
of people in Tripura have 
no work to do...even in 
agriculture fields. Earlier, 
during the Left regime, 
people were earning 

around INR 600-800 per 
day under the MGNREGA 
scheme, as there was plen-
ty of work.”

The Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) Act 2005 pro-
vides for at least 100 days 
of guaranteed employ-
ment in every financial 
year to every household.

The lawmaker urged 
the Central government 
to provide funds to the 
MGNREGA scheme and 
ensure good supply of 
food in the state.



AFFIDAVIT
Regd.No.304/2018   Date: 25.7.18
I, Smt. VIHOLI A ACHUMI alias V.VIHOLI YEPTHOMI Wife of Shri. 
H. Asheto Achumi R/O. House Number-372, Padumpukhuri Dimapur 
Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:-

1. That I’m a citizen of India and a resident of the above mentioned 
address.

2. That my friends and family known to me by the names VIHOLI A 
ACHUMI AND V.VIHOLI YEPTHOMI.

3. That the above names are one and same person.
4. That in some of my documents my name has been mistakenly 

entered as V. VIHOLI YEPTHO but my correct and actual name is 
VIHOLI A ACHUMI.

5. That this affidavit is made for declared that I will be using my name 
as VIHOLI A ACHUMI for all my official works.

6. That the content of this affidavit are true to my personal knowledge 
and no part of this affidavit is false and nothing material has been 
concealed therein.

DEPONENT
Solemnly affirm before me on this 25th day of July 2018.

KIMONGTHUNG LOTHA
     NOTARY PUBLICD-5790

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18
NOTICE

NO.M-307/18/3082-83          Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti LT. 
KELHOUSETUO-U ANGAMI -Vrs- RONIKA MIACHIEO resident 
of BURMA CAMP Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 25.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LT. KELHOUSETUO-U ANGAMI
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 381
Dag No: 545, Area: 00B-01K-01 Ls
North: Approach Road/Water Tank, South: Colony Council Land, 
East: Visielie Vizo, West: Approach Road Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5789

ADVERTISEMENT
Certified Phonetics Trainer available 
for schools and Training Centres
Preferable Kohima and Dimapur
Contact: 9077412489

K-1810

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25.07.18
NOTICE

No. REV-1/90-D/  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti I. ASANGLA resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to Patta 
No. 389 Dag No. 532 measuring an  area 00-00-19 located 
at Block No/Village NAGARJAN Mouza No. 03 which 
has been mortgage in the SBI Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 01.08.18.

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5791

OFFICE OF THE
JALUKIE TOWN AO STUDENTS’ UNION

~ FELICITATES ~ 
The Jalukie Ao students’ Union, in great honour 

would like to extends our heartiest congratulations to 
Ms. Rongpangnenla Ozukum, D/o, Mr. N.K. Nungsang 
Ozukum and Mrs. Apenla Jamir for her outstanding 
achievement, securing University Gold medal in Master 
of Science (Environmental Science) from Patkai Christian 
College (Autonomous) during 2018.

We wish and pray for her further success in all her 
future Endeavour.

TSUKJEMNUNGSANG
President

Jalukie Town Ao Students’ Union

A. PURCHIBA AIER
General Secy

Jalukie Town Ao Students’ Union

D
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No. M-12011/13/PLFS - 2018
Government of India

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
National Sample Survey Office

(Field Operations Division)
Sankhyiki Bhawan, 

GPOA Building, CBD, Shandara, 
Near District Court Karkardooma 

Delhi-110032 e- NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of President of India, e-Tenders are invited through Central Public Procurement Portal (CPPP) www.eprocure.

gov.in in ‘Two-bid’ system with Technical and Financial bids separately from reputed, experienced and financially sound 
Manpower Supplying Agencies. 
2. Agencies will be selected on zonal basis (for each of the six FOD zones in the country). The selected agency/agencies are 
required to provide suitable manpower (in respective zones), for field operations of different surveys of National Sample Survey 
Office (NSSO) under Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Government of India on purely contract basis. The 
tentative zone-wise requirement of manpower, under different categories, is:

Purpose Zone Name Manpower Type and Required Number Total

Field Officers Field 
Investigators

Admn. Staff

To conduct 
various surveys 
(Data collection, 
supervision and 
administrative 
work)

North Zone 
(Including FOD 
Hqrs.)

38 130 47 215

West Zone 89 164 23 276

South Zone 108 238 51 397

Central Zone 35 116 17 168

East Zone 30 90 20 140

North-East Zone 11 70 23 104

             Total 1300
 
3. The requirement of the manpower may substantially change (increase or decrease) as per the requirement for various existing 
surveys and addition of new surveys. 
4. The field work of the survey will be operationalized from Regional/Sub-Regional offices of NSSO located throughout the 
country. The list of offices where contractual personnel are required for each category of Field Personnel and Administrative Staff 
may be seen at Section 3 Scope of Work of the RFP document, which is available on Ministry's website at www.mospi.gov.in as 
well as www.eprocure.gov.in. Interested agencies capable of supplying required personnel in any one or more than one FOD 
zone may submit their tenders complete in all respect along with supporting documents in respect of their proven experience in 
supply of Personnel to Government / Semi Government / Public limited company. 
5. The contract with the Agency found suitable will initially be for a period of one year from the award of work order and extendable 
maximum up to 2 (two) years, with annual increase of 4.5% in the agency charge subject to the satisfactory performance of the 
work. The requirement of manpower may increase or decrease during the period of contract depending upon the need of Survey. 
6. The interested agencies may submit their tender document complete in all respects along with Earnest Money Deposit (EMD), 
(except those who are registered with the Central Purchase Organisation, National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) or Ministry 
of Statistics and Programme Implementation) refundable without interest, in the form of Demand Draft/Pay Order, Fixed Deposit 
Receipt, banker's cheque or bank Guarantee from any of the Commercial banks in an acceptable form drawn in favour of Pay 
and Accounts Officer, MoSPI, New Delhi or hypothecated in favour of PAO, MoSPI, New Delhi. Agencies interested for bidding 
for providing manpower in more than one FOD zones should submit separate EMD for each zone. The details are mentioned in 
section 4 of RFP document. 

7. The tender will comprise of Technical as well as Financial bids separately. Tender and relevant documents may be seen of 
the Ministry's website www.mospi.gov.in, as well as www.eprocure.gov.in. Submission of Bids will be only through www.

eprocure.gov.in within specified date indicated in the details available on the website. Manual submission is not acceptable. 
However, it is the responsibility of the bidder that EMD in original or self-certified copy of exemption certificate document must 

reach the office of Deputy Director General, on the address, subscribing on the envelope “Tender for providing manpower for 
survey of NSSO”. Deputy Director General

Field Operation Division (HQ)
National Sample Survey Office

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation Sankhyiki Bhawan,
GPOA Building, CBD, Shandara,

Near District Court Karkardooma,
Delhi- 110032

8. Any further information related to tender will be issued only through the website of Ministry and CPP portal. 
9. NSSO reserves the right to cancel the tender at any stage without assigning any reason. 
10. GFR-2017 and GOI’s Manuals/Guidelines on procurement are integral part of RFP.
 

(T.R. Mohanty) 
Deputy Director General 

Tele: 011 22388131 
Email Id: hq.e2-fod@gov.inDavp 39102/11/0002/1819
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Rupee bounces to 1-week high as 
dollar rally cools, up 15 paise to 68.79

Exports likely to touch $350 
bn in current fiscal — Prabhu

Mumbai, July 25 (PTI): 
Reversing its two-session 
slide, the rupee rebounded 
by 15 paise today to end at 
a fresh one-week high of 
68.79 against the US dol-
lar on bouts of greenback 
selling by exporters and 
corporates.

The forex market wit-
nessed a highly volatile 
session, with the home 
currency falling initially 
before staging a come-
back. 

The upbeat trend was 
supported by unwinding 
of long dollar positions 
by speculators and local 
banks in view of subdued 
overseas cues, even as 
Dalal Street’s record-break-
ing run continued for the 
third straight day.

The Indian unit also re-
covered against the British 
pound, euro and Japanese 
yen. Most Asian currencies 
were treading water.

Earlier, the rupee 
opened weak at 68.96 at 
the Interbank Foreign 
Exchange (forex) market 
against 68.94 previously.

It lost ground to hit a 
session low of 68.99 on in-

tense dollar pressure, be-
fore reversing sharply as 
banks stepped up green-
back sales for exporters 
and custodian clients amid 
a weak US currency.

After scaling an intra-
day high 68.70, the local 
unit finally settled at 68.79, 
showing a sharp rise of 15 
paise, or 0.22 per cent.

It had lost 10 paise in 
last two days.

Meanwhile, the green-
back slipped ahead of a 
meeting between US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
European Commission 
chief Jean-Claude Junker 
in Washington, against the 
backdrop of a deepening 
trade dispute. 

On the energy front, 
crude oil extended gains 
after US crude inventories 
fell more than expected, 
easing worries about over-
supply.

In the meantime, Chi-
na announced a package 
of policies to spur domes-
tic growth in the face of ris-
ing trade frictions with the 
US.

Meanwhile, the Finan-
cial Benchmarks India Pri-

vate Limited (FBIL) fixed 
the reference rate for the 
dollar at 68.8028 and for 
the euro at 80.4497.

The bond market, how-
ever fell back and the 10-
year benchmark yield end-
ed higher at 7.79 per cent.

Against a basket of oth-
er currencies, the dollar in-
dex was down at 94.27.

In cross currency trade, 
the rupee also recuperated 
against the British pound, 
euro and Japanese yen to 
end at 90.51, 80.44 and 
61.94 per 100 yens, respec-
tively. 

Elsewhere, the euro 
remained flat against the 
US dollar ahead of Trump’s 
scheduled meet with 
Juncker even as the ECB 
convenes on Thursday to 
make its rate decision.

The British pound re-
treated sharply after hit-
ting a fresh one-week high 
on bouts of risk-aversion 
that gripped the European 
markets.

In forward market to-
day, premium for dollar 
showed a mixed trend ow-
ing to lack of market mov-
ing factors. 

New Delhi, July 25 (IANS): 
Indian exports are ex-
pected to rake up healthy 
growth rates in the com-
ing months and is likely to 
touch $350 billion by end 
of the current financial 
year, Commerce Minis-
ter Suresh Prabhu said on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at the second 
Services Excellence Awards 
organised by industry 
body Assocham, the Min-
ister also said that the serv-
ices sector is set to become 
a dominant driver of the 
economy and will contrib-
ute $3 trillion to the GDP 
by 2025.

“Despite increasing 
global protectionism, ex-
ports will continue to reg-

ister healthy growth rates 
and is expected to touch 
$billion in the current fis-
cal (2018-19),” he said.

“In order to give a boost 
to the services sector, the 
Commerce Ministry has 
identified 12 champion 
services sectors for which 
Cabinet has approved a 
dedicated fund of Rs 5,000 
crore to support initiatives 
for sectoral action.” 

Noting that the services 
sector contributes signifi-
cantly to India’s increased 
productivity and competi-
tiveness, Prabhu said that 
high quality of the champi-
on services sectors will fur-
ther boost exports of vari-
ous services from India.

He also said that India 

is pushing for export of 
services to countries in Af-
rica and Latin America.

“India has a two 
pronged agenda with its 
trading partners of allow-
ing professionals from In-
dia to travel abroad and 
trade facilitation in serv-
ices export,” he added. 

Indian merchandise 
shipments have been on a 
rising curve, and as per offi-
cial data earlier this month, 
exports in June at $27.7 bil-
lion rose by 17.57 per cent 
over the same month in 
2017. But with higher crude 
prices increasing oil import 
costs by more than half 
over the last year, the coun-
try’s trade deficit soared to 
$16.60 billion.

BRICS emerging economies 
meet as US trade war looms

Gold recovers on renewed 
demand; silver gains

IndiGo grounds five 
A320 neo planes on  
P&W engine issues

Johannesburg, July 25 
(PTI/AFP): Leaders of the 
BRICS emerging econo-
mies - Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South 
Africa - gathered in Jo-
hannesburg today for a 
three-day meeting fo-
cused on the threat of a 
US-led global trade war.

US President Don-
ald Trump’s hardening 
stance has compounded 
fears of an all-out trade 
war after he slapped lev-
ies on goods from China 
worth tens of billions of 
dollars and imposed tar-
iffs on other international 
imports.

China’s President Xi 
Jinping, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Bra-
zilian President Michel 
Temer will attend the an-
nual summit, along with 
several African leaders 
invited as guests.

Xi held talks with 
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa on the 
eve of the gathering, say-
ing that “the Johannes-
burg summit has special 
significance for BRICS 
cooperation in the new 
circumstances”.

South African trade 
minister Rob Davies 
opened the event today 
with a call to fight the 
“undermining the multi-
lateral rules-based trad-
ing system which all of 
us consider to be an im-
portant part of the trade 
architecture.” China this 
week sharply rejected ac-
cusations by Trump that 
it was manipulating the 
yuan to give its exporters 
an edge, saying Washing-
ton appeared determined 
to provoke a trade war.

Trump has said he is 
ready to impose tariffs on 
all USD 500 billion of Chi-
nese imports, complain-

ing that China’s trade sur-
plus with the US is due to 
unfair currency manipu-
lation.

The BRICS group, 
comprising more than 
40 per cent of the glo-
bal population, repre-
sents some of the biggest 
emerging economies, but 
it has struggled to find a 
unified voice -- as well as 
achieving sharply differ-
ent growth rates.

Analysts say US trade 
policy could give the 
group renewed unity.

Sreeram Chaulia, of 
the Jindal School of In-
ternational Affairs out-
side Delhi, told AFP that 
BRICS leaders would 
“concur that the US has 
unleashed punitive trade 
wars that are hurting all 
the BRICS members”.

“They have a collec-
tive interest in promoting 
intra-BRICS trade. The 
urgency this time is great-

er,” he said.
Russian Economy 

Minister Maxim Oreshkin 
said last week the meet-
ing was “about the con-
text - we are at a time 
when the US and China 
announce new measures 
almost every week”.

“This is a trade war, so 
leaders’ discussions are 
particularly important in 
coordinating our posi-
tions,” he added.

Xi arrived in South Af-
rica after visiting Senegal 
and Rwanda as part of a 
whistlestop tour to ce-
ment relations with Afri-
can allies.

Signalling diplomatic 
rivalry over influence in 
Africa, India’s Modi vis-
ited Rwanda and Uganda 
on his own five-day tour 
of the continent includ-
ing the BRICS summit.

The meeting opened 
today with a business fo-
rum, before the heads of 

state hold talks tomorrow.
African leaders at-

tending a “BRICS out-
reach” programme to-
morrow include Paul 
Kagame of Rwanda, Joao 
Lourenco of Angola, 
Macky Sall of Senegal 
and Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda.

“South Africa, and 
Africa more broadly, can 
benefit from increas-
ing exports to fast grow-
ing countries like India 
and China,” Kenneth 
Creamer, an economist at 
Johannesburg’s Wits Uni-
versity, told AFP.

“BRICS has the strate-
gic potential to re-shape 
world trade.” Turkish 
leader Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan will also attend a 
summit as the current 
chair of the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) and will meet Pu-
tin on the summit’s side-
lines.

Mumbai, July 25 (PTI): 
Gold prices recovered 
marginally by Rs 45 to 
close at Rs 29,965 per 10 
grams at the bullion mar-
ket here today following 
renewed demand from 
stockists and retailers 
amid bullish global cues.

Elsewhere, silver pric-
es surged for the fourth 
straight session, climbing 
Rs 130 to Rs 38,335 per kg 
due to sustained offtake 
by industrial units.

Standard gold (99.5 
per cent purity) rose by 
Rs 45 to close at Rs 29,965 
per 10 gram from Tues-
day’s closing level of Rs 
29,920.

Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also moved 
up by the same amount 

to end at Rs 30,115 per 10 
gram against Rs 30,070, 
earlier.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
climbed by Rs 130 to fin-
ish at Rs 38,335 per kg as 
compared to Rs 38,205, 
yesterday.

Globally, gold stead-
ied near one-year lows as 
the dollar slipped, while 
lack of clarity over where 
a brewing trade spat be-
tween the United States 
and Europe is heading 
kept most markets range-
bound.

Spot gold was up 
by 0.6 per cent at USD 
1,231.14 per ounce in an 
early trade.

Silver gained 0.8 per 
cent at USD 15.57 an 
ounce.

Mumbai, July 25 (PTI): 
Budget airline IndiGo to-
day said it has grounded 
five A320 neo aircraft due 
to Pratt & Whitney engine 
issues and these planes are 
expected to be back in op-
erations in the second half 
of August.

The carrier, the coun-
try’s largest in terms of do-
mestic market share, has 
grounded the planes at the 
international airport in the 
national capital.

It could not be immedi-
ately ascertained whether 
flight schedules were af-
fected due to IndiGo tak-
ing out five planes from the 
services.

A senior official at avia-
tion regulator DGCA told 
PTI that it did not direct 
grounding of the planes 
and that the move was 
“routine maintenance is-
sues within the airline”.

An IndiGo spokesper-
son said that “a few A320 
neos have been taken out 
of service pro-actively and 
await spare engines from 
Pratt & Whitney”.

When contacted, the 
spokesperson confirmed 
that five A320 neo (new en-
gine option) aircraft have 
been grounded.

P&W engine woes had 
forced the airline to ground 
some of the A320 neo air-
craft on earlier occasions 
also. “The release of ad-
ditional spare engines has 
been initiated by P&W so 
that all aircraft are expect-
ed to be back in service in 
the second half of August,” 
the spokesperson said in a 
statement.

The spokesperson did 
not mention whether flight 
services have been disrupt-
ed due to the grounding of 
five planes.

On an average, one air-

craft is used for operating 
around 8 to 9 flights. The 
airline operates around 
1,000 flights every day.

Shares of InterGlobe 
Aviation, parent of IndiGo, 
fell nearly two per cent to 
close at Rs 1,023.10 on the 
BSE.

A320 neos powered by 
P&W engines -- which are 
flown by IndiGo and GoAir 
in India -- have been fac-
ing glitches that had even 
led to mid-air engine shut-
downs in the past.

IndiGo started induct-
ing A320 neos in March 
2016 and since then, there 
have been intermittent 
problems with P&W en-
gines.

There was no immedi-
ate statement from P&W 
about IndiGo grounding 
five aircraft.

Following P&W engine 
problems, aircraft maker 
Airbus, earlier this year, 
had put on hold deliveries 
of A320 neo planes having 
such engines. The delivery 
resumed in May.

Since then, IndiGo has 
inducted as many as seven 
such aircraft.

Currently, IndiGo has 
a fleet of more than 170 
aircraft, including 40 A320 
neo planes.

During February and 
March this year, 14 planes 
-- 11 of IndiGo and three 
of GoAir -- were taken out 
of operations due to P&W 
engine issues on the direc-
tions of the aviation regula-
tor after a series of mid air 
shut downs were reported 
by the two carriers. 

In the 2017 June quar-
ter, IndiGo grounded nine 
A320 neo planes due to en-
gine issues. The grounding 
had also resulted in the air-
line cancelling 84 flights on 
a particular day last year.
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NRC and the Tensions 
of Citizenship

I
t is indeed a tough task. On one hand the adminis-
tration will have to ensure that every illegal migrant 
is detected. On the other hand, it should also be 
ensured that in an attempt to make Assam illegal 

migrant free, no genuine citizen should be harassed. 
The difficulty to maintain the balance was evident when 
the first draft of National Register of Citizens (NRC) was 
published. Many people, claiming themselves as genu-
ine citizens alleged that their names were not in the 
draft. Now the second draft is slated to be published on 
July 30 next. Fearing trouble, the administration is tak-
ing every possible step to maintain law and order. But to 
make the things worse, many have started alleging that 
the government is preparing the NRC with the intention 
to polarise the people.

To allay such fears Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh has tried to smooth the rough feathers by saying 
that “Government wants to make it clear that the NRC to 
be published on July 30 is only a draft. After the draft pub-
lication, adequate opportunity for claims and objections 
will be available. All claims and objections will be duly 
examined. The adequate opportunity of being heard 
will be given before disposal of claims and objections. 
Only thereafter, final NRC will be published.” The Union 
Home Minister has also made it clear that no one will be 
sent to detention camp even if his or her name is missing 
from the two drafts. Rajnath Singh also held a meeting 
with Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and ex-
amined the arrangements to face any kind of eventuality 
before or after the publication of the NRC draft.

But even after such assurance was given by none 
other than the Union Home Minister, situation is tense 
in Assam. The minorities are claiming that a conspiracy 
has been hatched to declare them as illegal immigrants. 
The government is not at all interested in making Assam 
infiltrator-free, it is actually trying to make the State free 
from minorities. As usual such claims by the minorities 
have been vehemently opposed by others. According 
to them, no matter what the minorities say, the fact re-
mains that for years Assam as well as entire North-East 
is the most sought after place for the illegal migrants. 
No other region or State in the country has suffered as 
much as the North-East has suffered due to infiltration. 
Unabated infiltration has virtually swamped the local 
populace. The situation is such that today the North-
Easterners are outsiders in their own land.

So the demand of making North-East free from ille-
gal migrants is totally justified. North-East can’t be used 
as a dumping ground for people who have entered the 
country illegally. People that have entered in the coun-
try after 1971, should have to leave. There shouldn’t be 
any relaxation in the cut-off year. But while doing so one 
must be careful not to harass any one simply because of 
his or her religion. We should keep in mind that in search 
of better livelihoods, cross-border migration is a world-
wide phenomenon. Even the all powerful America is 
perturbed over people sneaking in the country illegally. 
The situation is so grave that soon after becoming the 
President, Donald Trump had threatened to construct a 
wall at USA-Mexico border to prevent infiltrators. So, the 
jobs of preventing infiltration and preparing a flawless 
NRC are equally difficult. People from both sides should 
realise this fact and should maintain peace till the final 
NRC is published.

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

Liba Hopeson 

Selfless service to others brings 
honor to God.

small collection of people stood together, 
dwarfed by the size of the huge tree lying on 
the lawn. An elderly woman leaned on her 

cane and described watching the previous night’s wind-
storm as it blew down “our majestic old elm tree. Worst 
of all,” she continued, voice cracking with emotion, “it de-
stroyed our lovely stone wall too. My husband built that wall 
when we were first married. He loved that wall. I loved that 
wall! Now it’s gone; just like him.”

Next morning, as she peeked out at the tree company 
workers cleaning up the downed tree; a big smile spread 
across her face. In between the branches she could just 
make out two adults and the boy who mowed her lawn care-
fully measuring and rebuilding her beloved stone wall!

The prophet Isaiah describes the kind of service God fa-
vors: acts that lift the hearts of those around us, like the wall 
repairers did for the elderly woman. This passage teaches 
that God values unselfish service to others over empty spir-
itual rituals. In fact, God exercises a two-way blessing on 
the selfless service of His children. First, God uses our will-
ing acts of service to aid the oppressed and needy (Isaiah 
58:7–10). Then God honors those engaged in such service 
by building or rebuilding our reputations as powerful posi-
tive forces in His kingdom (vv. 11–12). What service will 
you offer this day?

Thank You, Father, for the acts of others You use to lift 
us up, and for calling us to do the same.

Kudos to Nagaland Food Safety Commission

I 
heartily congratulate the State 
Food Safety Commissioner Mr. 
Himato Zhimomi and his team for 
the sincere initiatives being taken 

to check the habitual anomalies com-
mitted by traders and food producers in 
Nagaland. The detection of formalin in-
jected fish on sale in market, the expo-
sure of unhygienic hoteliers and baker-
ies and the seizure of fruits ripened with 
use of chemicals are but a semblance of 
governance. I am thankful to Bengaluru 
based Public Affairs Centre(PAC) for 
highlighting the comparative data on 
how each State is governed effectively 
in India, and for sure Nagaland is re-
corded at the penultimate as least gov-
erned. It is obvious and such exposure 
of truth does not surprise anyone here 
in Nagaland nor such will prick the 60 
members and bureaucrats who have el-
ephant skin barring few.  

The opinion of PAC’s Public Affairs 
Index(PAI) has alarmed Meghalaya. Yet 
no amount of warnings and embar-
rassments can make Nagas sensible as 
we, including myself, all have been suf-
fering from numbness for too long. In 
that state we allowed individualism and 
selfishness to dictate the governance of 
the affairs of the State. In that state, we 
allowed our valuable and powerful laws 
to get rusted and rot. I do not believe 
that for want of laws the Food Safety 
measures could not be enforced earlier. 
The nodal authorities were equipped 
with powers to take actions against the 
defaulters at anytime and at any place 
with the same existing laws and yet 
none bothered till Mr. Himato Zhimo-
mi was given the assignment as I watch 
in the gallery. 

Introspectively speaking, due to 
negligence of the concerned authorities 
to prevent sale of contaminated food in 
the market, how many lives were lost 
and how many people are being placed 
in health peril due to adulterated food 
items. Is Nagaland Govt. not responsi-
ble for those who had premature death 
due to food poisoning? Why Nagaland 
has maximum number cancer patients 
in NE? 

Is Nagaland Govt. serious about the 
ongoing operation against food adul-
teration and unhygienic hotels and 
confectionaries under the command of 
Mr. Himato? The Govt. must not have 
subjective operation but the enforce-
ment of the law must be holistic and 
impartial. The actions of the default-
ers are not accident but incident, and 
therefore corrective measures should 
be laced with punitive actions to make 
the defaulters respect the law hence-
forth. The Kohima team has started as 
disclosed, but how determined and 
sincere the team will be is the question. 
Just as the CMO Dimapur, the Kohima 
counterpart too should have compre-
hensive action plan without any sub-
jectivity. The initiatives have begun 
and it should not be allowed to become 
a mere show like Nagaland’s Swach 
Bharat or Kohima Town cleaning once 
in a blue moon but it should reach its 
logical conclusion. 

Hence, there are possibilities in the 
process that Mr. Himato may become 
the odd number similar to that of a 
discipline petty police officer in Naga-
land. As assigned, the poor police of-
ficer booked the culprit and reported 
the matter to his boss. Whereas, instead 

of getting unconditional support from 
his boss for the honest job done, he had 
to face reprimand for the reason that 
his boss connived with the culprit. The 
police personnel on ground are demor-
alized lot today as the fish always rots 
from head and never from tail. To be 
blunt, authorities of today, be it politi-
cian or bureaucrat, are malleable and 
remain un-resistible to wads of cur-
rency notes from traders or anyone 
who can offer. I am sure Mr. Himato 
and team is now uniting all those whose 
business establishments are checked. 
When so, the nucleus will become for-
midable to gain political, legal and bu-
reaucratic backings. Following which 
whisper campaign will start branding 
Mr. Himato to be over smart, excessive, 
partial, too personal and vindictive fol-
lowed by lobby for his immediate trans-
fer to insignificant Department.

If the State Govt. becomes so fragile 
and lacks integrity even to lend support 
to such an important undertaking (it’s 
all for health) headed by a daring bu-
reaucrat who is found able to resist the 
temptation of abuse of the delegated 
power for personal interest, then the 
common man will have what they do 
not deserve. Our markets will go back 
to square one. Formalin laced fish will 
fill the fish market and we will be com-
pelled to consume contaminated food 
items all the time to come. 

Secondly, as much as the contami-
nated food is poisonous to health, the 
manipulated and uncontrolled rates of 
items be it eatables or garments or con-
struction materials are injurious to con-
sumers’ economy. The other day, the 
Dimapur Chamber of Commerce and 

Industries (DCCI) clarified that costly 
rate of brick is due to indulgence by 
middlemen and not that the kiln own-
ers raised the rate. The ball is in the court 
of the Govt. now. I believe Nagaland has 
the costliest rate of sand in the coun-
try as Kanaikat sand costs Rs.26000/-, 
Longli sand costs Rs.23500/- and Deo-
pani sand costs Rs.22000/- per truck 
load respectively though the rates do 
fluctuate.

Although we do not have elected Mu-
nicipal body, we have District adminis-
tration manning the Council. Yet, for in-
stance as Kohima town, I seldom see the 
presence of the administration in respect 
of public welfare measures. The consum-
ers are always at the mercy of traders 
whose hobby is to squeeze maximum 
juice from the gullible consumers. I do 
not trust the vegetable qualities import-
ed from outside Nagaland to Kohima 
market. I am told chemicals are used for 
the speedy growth of even non-cultivat-
ed jungle leaves which are on sale at Ko-
hima. What about meat qualities in Ko-
hima markets? How perfect are the scales 
of meat sellers? How often the responsi-
ble local officers are responsible enough 
in monitoring the markets for the sake 
of consumers. Are our food items safe 
for human consumption or not. The au-
thority concerned must be committed to 
verify food item comprehensively in the 
interest of the citizens. Whereas, when 
the local administration has much indif-
ference and lethargy, who will protect 
the interest of the consumers. Show your 
existence. All those who are doing well, 
you are not alone. You have the support 
of right thinking people.

Z Lohe

Who is the Mother Or Step-Mother of the Nagas?

Bad Unity 

H
alf a century has gone by 
since the glorious declara-
tion of the State of Nagaland. 
It is time that the State must 

compete with the neighbouring States 
in development of human resources 
and infrastructures. Failure to do so can 
turn the State into a primitive museum. 
Economic growth is equally important 
to raise the standard of the State. The 
central Government is kind enough to 
feed Nagas with easy money despite 
it failures in some aspects. Many min-
isters go to Delhi in search of financial 
assistance. They more they assist, the 
more we become dependent. We search 
for a motherly treatment from the cen-
tral Government but give a step-moth-
er’s treatment to our own people back 
home. This is why development of peo-
ple and places do not go hand in hand.

Every Indian State is given timely fi-
nancial assistance to manage its affairs 
so as to renew the face of India towards 
wholesome growth. No State is left or-
phan to manage its own life or to die in 
misery. Likewise, Nagaland has received 
sufficient financial assistance from the 
central Government. We do not deny 
many developmental works. But qual-
ity development is better than quantity 
non-lasting development. There should 
be sincere reality check to make sure 
that we do not fall ill due to misman-
agement or disorder. There is always 

financial deficit in Nagaland because 
we know only how to receive. With less 
income from the State (within), it is far 
beyond the capacity to develop Naga-
land into a self-sustainable State. 

There are so many step-mothers 
in the form of politicians, public lead-
ers and associations. We have become 
the cause of our own downfall. Are all 
districts or (political) constituencies of 
Nagaland getting their equal financial 
share to develop its area? If the answer 
is positive, than why do some areas of 
Nagaland still live like ancient world 
without much or any development? 
Who shall be blamed for such dejected 
life of our brothers and sisters? There are 
many leaders who consume the share of 
others and still live in glory. The illiter-
ate, uneducated and simple minded 
people are taken for long ride so as to 
drain their (given) wealth and position. 
A big mansion can be built in towns and 
cities at the expense of a tiny thatch hut 
of the villagers. A vast and deep divi-
sion (a type of caste system) is digging 
its foundation among the Nagas. This 
is because some people try forcefully to 
be more equal than others by extend-
ing their illegal tentacles far and wide. 
All must be given equal share and privi-
leges to grow and develop (be it towns 
or villages, far or near). Every cruel un-
faithful step-mother should realize that 
Nagaland cannot grow under them.

The recent voice of the Eastern Na-
gas demanding separate State aroused 

the feeling of uneasiness (though not 
expressed) in some of the Political Ad-
visors/leaders who played the role of 
step-mothers. Indeed, they have played 
the role efficiently. Those Government 
officials who are hardly seen in their 
work places bear equal shame and 
guilt. They can be called ‘the new step-
mothers’ to Nagas. Is the Government 
of Nagaland giving a step-motherly 
treatment to the eastern brothers and 
sisters (as some people claim this state-
ment to be true)? Who is the mother or 
step-mother of Nagaland? It is our own 
people who modify themselves from 
mother to step-mother. If we become 
step-mothers to each other than the fu-
ture of Nagas will have no grip. 

Who divided the Nagas into eastern 
or western Nagas? It is the step-mother. 
She divides the children of the family. 
What is the stand of the political leaders 
from the so called eastern Nagaland? (as 
they called themselves to be). Do they 
feel neglected by the Government of Na-
galand or are they neglecting their own 
people? Every cause of division starts 
from within. 

The public forum, youth and student 
body have equal responsibility in bring-
ing up their respective areas through the 
system of check and balance. But when 
associations drown themselves in the 
pool of money, they need not talk about 
development and progress. A good pub-
lic speech is not enough to expose one’s 
personality. Hidden actions can speak 

more than public speeches. 
How many associations in Nagaland 

can truly say with clean lips and hearts 
that they are working tirelessly for the 
good of the Nagas? Many people speak 
against corruption and other forms of 
evil practices only after wiping their 
mouth clean. Yes, after the stomach is 
filled, it is easy to speak of hunger and 
thirst. Many people hunger and thirst 
for development and progress after 
filling their own pockets and stomach. 
Associations can further or block the 
system of development. They can fur-
ther development if they are true to 
themselves. They can block develop-
ment if they stand only for selfish mo-
tives. Most financial assistance meant 
for particular area can be swallowed to-
gether by different associations. Today, 
Nagaland has numerous associations. 
Are they helping Nagaland to grow or 
decay slowly? Are they taking the place 
of mother or step-mother? 

Let every political representative be 
held responsible for development or 
non-development of its constituency. 
They need not reside in Kohima or Di-
mapur from January to December. To 
return to one’s own constituency after 
four and half years is not enough to 
taste the life situation of the people. To-
day, Nagaland is in need of good mother 
who can look after the daily affairs of 
the Naga family. Let us not allow sev-
eral wicked step-mothers to intrude our 
rights and privileges. 

E
manuel Cleaver says there is more power in 
unity than division. It is an irrefutable state-
ment. The importance and goodness of hav-
ing unity is often talked about. When a prob-

lem arises, we often say it’s a consequence of disunity. 
The saying, ‘unity is strength’ is true. In order to have 
a strong society, unity is pivotal. If unity is important 
and good, then why does the writer write about bad 
unity? Is there any bad unity?  I believe there is. It is det-
rimental. 

At times I hear people say that the community of 
a certain village is very united. They say both in good 
and bad matters, the villagers are united; they are real-
ly good. For instance, when there is any clash or quar-
rel between those villagers and others, all the villagers 
can amalgamate and vehemently fight with the op-
ponents. Here, they mean that even if they are wrong, 
they could combat collectively. And astonishingly, 
people talk about their goodness of unity. It’s a bad 
unity. For, how can something which is bad or wrong 
become good? How could you say that even when do-
ing a bad thing, they are unified and endorse it? I have 
heard about some villages and tribes listed in the cat-
egory of ‘united’ even though they do wrong thing. It 
used to bemuse me. An action which is bad cannot be 
good. This is logically wrong. This kind of concept en-
courages and proliferate inter-villages feuds, tribalism 
and communalism. 

There is another very traditional view of unity, and 
it’s very common in villages and tribes. It occurs often 
during political elections and also other times. For the 
upliftment of the village, or for village development, 
the concept of ‘village unity’ permeates in the villages. 
Prior to elections, village meetings are held and resolu-
tions such as ‘every villager must vote for the political 
candidate from the village’, and ‘all the villagers must 
not assist any other candidates’ are taken. Such deci-
sion is binding, with even warnings and intimidations 
to the trespassers. Indeed, those who go against such 
wrong village rules and regulations are castigated, 
condemned, fined and penalized. This kind of unity 
is destructive. It is a violation of individual’s right and 
freedom. I strongly hold that such unity generate disu-

nity between villages and tribes. Thus, you are thwart-
ed from visiting an MLA or Minister if you did not vote 
for him/her. One is an MLA or Minister of only those 
who voted him to power. In the post-election, filthy 
practice of segregation based on party-centric policy 
ensues. And sadly, this is spawned by strong unity of 
one political party. 

This kind of unity is cancerous and it needs to be 
discarded. But who will take the lead? Those who ini-
tiate or try to do away with this kind of unity will be 
reckoned and labeled as traitor or offender. Yes, refor-
mation has never taken place without confrontation. 
If a strong traditionalist reads this article, he would be 
even unhappy with me for airing this view. But, we all 
need to strive to get out of this malpractice. It is true 
that globalization enormously broadens our mind. 
Staggeringly, it also narrows our mind. How? Prior to 
globalization, humankind in the world tried to con-
nect and open up. After the dawn of globalization, and 
with the advancement of science and technology, we 
are so closely connected. We are like living in a village, 
a global village. Thus, exchange of cultural ideas and 
practices takes place extensively. Now, the world is so 
opened up that many villages and tribes are apprehen-
sive about losing their unique identity, culture, tradi-
tional values, etc. Yes, the significance of preserving 
and promoting one’s culture and identity cannot be re-
futed and brushed aside. But, while doing that, many 
become parochial in their outlook. They get trapped 
and inebriated with their village and tribe’s welfare. 
The fidelity to one’s tribe and community become ut-
terly intense that many tribes’ men have forgotten that 
the world is big and we need to have unity not only 
within one’s tribe, but between tribes, communities 
and societies. This is the negative effect of globaliza-
tion. It has constricted our minds. 

Once, in a meeting, we were deliberating about 
whether or not we should strengthen a particular or-
ganization that existed in my village. I shared my view 
saying that having a small organization is good, but 
not always. I expounded the demerit(s) of having too 
many small groups in the villages: when our societies 

are fragmented into so many small groups, we fail to 
have a large outlook, and thus fail to have unity in a 
wider level. My point was that when we’re obsessed 
in thinking and working about small groups, we often 
forget other people. He gave a beautiful reply. What 
I stated was true, he said, but if a small group is not 
strong, we cannot contribute to the larger group(s). 
There was truth in his statement. But, what is worthy of 
consideration is the intention or purpose of strength-
ening our organization or association or club. I think, 
many a time our goal of bolstering our organization(s) 
or association(s) is not for a higher cause; say to con-
tribute to tribe, district, state or nation. But, our focus 
is limited only to a small group(s), say to our village or 
clan. Why we do what we do matters. While trying to 
foster our clan or village, we become close-minded 
and prejudiced. Some unity thus can be damaging. 

Finally, similar to the first viewpoint, I intend to 
address another bad unity. It’s a religious one – de-
nomination and church unity. Though this is a reli-
gious issue, I feel it apt to address here. Many mission-
aries have expressed the difficulty of proclaiming the 
Gospel because non-Christians know that there are 
too many denominations and appallingly, we are dis-
united. Once, a guy quipped on the social media that 
the Churches urge and pray for all the Naga factions 
to come together, but the Churches do not have unity. 
Of course, unity does not mean uniformity, many mis-
construe. But, the inability to love and respect one an-
other is a big stumbling block for the Christian Gospel. 
Many are yet to realize or know their neighbor. The 
commandment to love your neighbor as yourself does 
not mean only the individuals in your own denomi-
nation or church. Whether wrong or right, when you 
have argument with other denominational group(s), 
you defend your own denomination. Members of one 
denomination take a strong stance even if they are 
wrong. This is another bad unity. I think we Christians 
do not grow because we do not dare to critique and 
evaluate our own denominational beliefs and practic-
es. Many a times, we are more concerned about what 
the Church tradition says than what the Bible says. 
Many think that only members of their denomination 
will get to heaven – this is one of the most pathetic 
hopes of humankind. 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
Unselfish Service

BIBLE READ:  
ISAIAH 58:6–12   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

If you spend yourselves in 
behalf of the hungry and 

satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light 

will rise in the darkness.            
~  Isaiah 58:10
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Unexpected in-
formation may be coming at you today from 
out of the blue, Aries. You’ll find that this in-
formation is extremely important, so make 

sure to keep all lines of communication open. You’re 
apt to learn some important lessons regarding working 
harmoniously with groups to fulfill not just your own 
needs but also those of others. Let other people’s view-
points be heard.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Don’t be so nosy 
about others’ affairs today, Taurus. If you 
were meant to be included in the conver-
sation, you’d have been invited. Suspicion 

of other people’s actions and motives will only cause 
them to lose their trust in you. Keep any abrasive and 
critical thoughts to yourself. Perfection is a hot topic in 
your mind. Realize that the only person you can con-
trol in that department is you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Other people 
could have some seriously opposing opin-
ions about how things should be done. Be 
prepared for battle, Gemini, because others 

are likely to have sharp tongues. Compromise is the key 
to finding solutions that will work for everyone. Realize 
that the best solution is probably one that neither par-
ty has thought of on his or her own. Work together to 
come up with the best situation for everyone involved.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Information is 
apt to come in erratic bursts today, Cancer. 
You’ll find that a great deal of nonverbal 
communication is revealed and you should 

listen not only with your ears but also with your eyes 
and heart. Keep an open mind. Let others finish their 
thoughts before you make any judgments. You’re prob-
ably better off not making any judgments at all. Let 
people say their peace.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): An unexpected op-
portunity to take a short trip could present 
itself today, Leo. Hop on that boat or train 
and see where it goes. If you have no real rea-

son to travel, make one up. You don’t need one anyway. 
The point is that it’s time to get away from your cur-
rent surroundings and explore other ways of living. If 
the time isn’t right for you to get out and travel, at least 
make a plan now for a trip later.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you aren’t paying 
close attention today, Virgo, you might miss 
what’s said. Important information is being 
relayed quickly, so don’t miss out on the ac-

tion. It may not be important for you to agree with ev-
erything you hear, but at least listen to it and seriously 
consider incorporating elements into your point of 
view. Don’t dismiss other opinions just because they’re 
new and different from your own.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Actively express 
your thoughts today, Libra. You’ll find that 
a great deal of information needs to be ex-
changed. You have the power to deliver a 

strong, thoughtful message to others, so don’t give up 
this opportunity to exercise your acute mind. You may 
also find people to be rather argumentative, but don’t 
let this keep you from expressing your true thoughts on 
the matter at hand.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may be 
feeling a little bit lost in the dust today, 
Scorpio. Somehow what you’re thinking 
and feeling isn’t exactly coordinating with 

the current conversation. Don’t think you need to 
agree with the group just to feel like you fit in. Main-
taining your own point of view is critical. You’re bet-
ter off rolling with the punches rather than trying to 
put up a fight.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
thinking is clear and sharp, Sagittarius, and 
your mental awareness keen. You should use 
it to head toward new, forward-thinking proj-

ects. Don’t waste your time beating around the bush. 
Cut right to the heart of the issue. You’ll easily outwit 
your opponents in a game of Scrabble or chess. Engage 
in activities that exercise your brain. There’s no reason 
for you to doubt yourself today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re apt 
to come up with some new, radical thoughts 
today, Capricorn, which you should feel free 
to share with others. There are opportuni-

ties around that you should grab hold of. Be aggressive 
about pushing ahead with your progressive thoughts. 
Communication with people who possess opposing 
viewpoints will prove quite valuable. Take a lesson 
from the bizarre and outlandish.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today is a ter-
rific day to express your thoughts, Aquarius. 
You’ll find your mind especially clear and 
ready to tackle any mental issue that comes 

your way. Your tendency is toward free and unconven-
tional ways of problem solving. Express the importance 
of being able to think for yourself. Write letters, make 
calls, and surprise someone with a personal visit. Con-
nect with friends you haven’t spoken with in a long time.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Someone may 
challenge your mental capabilities today, Pi-
sces. Your natural tendency might be to take 
the information, mull it over for a while, and 

come back with your decision or opinion at some later 
date. The truth of the matter is that things are moving 
quickly and decisions must be made quickly and effi-
ciently. Stay on your toes and have confidence in your 
mental processes.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Henry Cowles | Aeon

Orwell Knew: We Willingly Buy the Screens That are Used Against Us

S
ales of George Orwell’s 
utopian novel 1984 (1949) 
have spiked twice recently, 
both times in response to 

political events. In early 2017, the 
idea of ‘alternative facts’ called to 
mind Winston Smith, the book’s 
protagonist and, as a clerk in the 
Ministry of Truth, a professional 
alternator of facts. And in 2013, 
the US National Security Agency 
whistleblower Edward Snowden 
compared widespread government 
surveillance explicitly to what 
Orwell had imagined: ‘The types 
of collection in the book – 
microphones and video cameras, 
TVs that watch us – are nothing 
compared to what we have available 
today.’

Snowden was right. Re-reading 
1984 in 2018, one is struck by the 
‘TVs that watch us’, which Orwell 
called telescreens. The telescreen 
is one of the first objects we 
encounter: ‘The instrument (the 
telescreen, it was called) could be 
dimmed, but there was no way 
of shutting it off completely.’ It is 
omnipresent, in every private room 
and public space, right up until 
the end of the book, when it is ‘still 
pouring forth its tale of prisoners 
and booty and slaughter’ even after 
Smith has resigned himself to its 
rule.

What’s most striking about the 
telescreen’s ubiquity is how right 
and how wrong Orwell was about 
our technological present. Screens 

are not just a part of life today: they 
are our lives. We interact digitally 
so often and in such depth that it’s 
hard for many of us to imagine (or 
remember) what life used to be 
like. And now, all that interaction is 
recorded. Snowden was not the first 
to point out how far smartphones 
and social media are from what 
Orwell imagined. He couldn’t have 
known how eager we’d be to shrink 
down our telescreens and carry 
them with us everywhere we go, or 
how readily we’d sign over the data 
we produce to companies that fuel 
our need to connect. We are at once 
surrounded by telescreens and so 
far past them that Orwell couldn’t 
have seen our world coming.

Or could he? Orwell gives us 
a couple of clues about where 
telescreens came from, clues that 
point toward a surprising origin 
for the totalitarian state that 1984 
describes. Taking them seriously 
means looking toward the corporate 
world rather than to our current 
governments as the likely source 
of freedom’s demise. If Orwell was 
right, consumer choice – indeed, 
the ideology of choice itself – might 
be how the erosion of choice really 
starts.

The first clue comes in the form 
of a technological absence. For the 
first time, Winston finds himself in 
a room without a telescreen:

‘There’s no telescreen!’ he could 
not help murmuring.
‘Ah,’ said the old man, ‘I never 
had one of those things. Too 
expensive. And I never seemed 

to feel the need of it, somehow.’
Though we learn to take the old 

man’s statements with a grain of 
salt, it seems that – at some point, 
for some people – the owning of a 
telescreen was a matter of choice.

The second hint is dropped 
in a book within the book: a 
banned history of the rise of ‘the 
Party’ authored by one of its early 
architects who has since become 
‘the Enemy of the People’. The 
book credits technology with 
the destruction of privacy, and 
here we catch a glimpse of the 
world in which we live: ‘With the 
development of television, and the 
technical advance which made it 
possible to receive and transmit 
simultaneously on the same 
instrument, private life came to an 
end.’

What does the murky history of 
the telescreen tell us about the way 
we live now? The hints about an old 
man’s reluctance and television’s 
power suggest that totalitarian 
overreach might not start at the 
top – at least, not in the sense we 
often imagine. Unfettered access to 
our inner lives begins as a choice, 
a decision to sign up for a product 
because we ‘feel the need of it’. 
When acting on our desires in the 
marketplace means signing over 
our data to corporate entities, 
the erosion of choice is revealed 
to be the consequence of choice 
– or at least, the consequence of 
celebrating choice.

Two historians have recently 
been pointing toward this 

conclusion – in quite different ways.
One, Sarah Igo at Vanderbilt 

University in Tennessee, has argued 
that Americans’ demands for 
privacy seem to have gone hand-in-
hand with their decisions to sacrifice 
it over the course of the 20th century. 
Citizens simultaneously shielded 
and broadcast their private lives 
through surveys and social media, 
gradually coming to accept that 
modern life means contributing to 
– and reaping the rewards of – the 
data on which we all increasingly 
depend. Though some of these 
activities were ‘chosen’ more readily 
than others, Igo shows how choice 
itself came to seem beside the point 
when it came to personal data.

Meanwhile, the historian 
Sophia Rosenfeld at the University 
of Pennsylvania has argued that 
freedom itself was reduced to 
choice, specifically choice between 
a limited set of options, and that its 
reduction has marked a revolution 
in politics and thought. As options 
are winnowed to those we can find 
online – a winnowing conducted 
under the banner of ‘choice’ – we 
start to feel the consequences of 
this shift in our own lives.

One can easily imagine choosing 
to buy a telescreen – indeed, many 
of us already have. And one can also 
imagine needing one, or finding 
them so convenient that they feel 
compulsory. The big step is when 
convenience becomes compulsory: 
when we can’t file our taxes, 
complete the census or contest a 
claim without a telescreen.

As a wise man once put it: ‘Who 
said “the customer is always right?” 
The seller – never anyone but the 
seller.’ When companies stoke our 
impulse to connect and harvest the 
resulting data, we’re not surprised. 
When the same companies are 
treated as public utilities, working 
side-by-side with governments to 
connect us – that’s when we should 
be surprised, or at least wary. Until 
now, the choice to use Gmail or 
Facebook has felt like just that: a 
choice. But the point when choice 
becomes compulsion can be a hard 
one to spot.

When you need to have a credit 
card to buy a coffee or use an app to 
file a complaint, we hardly notice. 
But when a smartphone is essential 
for migrant workers, or when filling 
out the census requires going 
online, we’ve turned a corner. With 
the US Census set to go online in 
2020 and questions about how all 
that data will be collected, stored 
and analysed still up in the air, we 
might be closer to that corner than 
we thought.

(Henry Cowles is an assistant 
professor of history at the 
University of Michigan.)

Draft Nagaland Tourism Policy
With regard to the Draft Nagaland Tourism 
Policy that has been published for public 
scrutiny, I would like to offer the following 
inputs:

As you know, Responsible Tourism (RT) 
is gaining widespread acceptance across 
the world today as the best way to max-
imise the positive impacts of tourism and 
minimise the negative ones. However, RT 
has not been mentioned in the draft poli-
cy. The guiding principles of Responsible 
Tourism as laid down in the Cape Town 
Declaration of 2002 must be included in 
black and white in the policy and must 
be the starting point of the new Nagaland 
Tourism Policy to guide all action plans of 
tourism in the State.

Specific to People with Disabilities, 
while Barrier Free design has been men-
tioned in the Strategy/Action Plan for de-
velopment, it is vague and ambiguous. 

Accessible Tourism is now the focus all 
over the world, including India. Nagaland 
cannot afford to bring out a new tourism 
policy without Accessible Tourism as a 
fundamental principle. It is both a human 
rights imperative, as well as an exceptional 
business opportunity.

It may be mentioned here that Accessi-
ble Tourism is now seen as an opportunity 
rather than an obligation. According to the 
World Health Organization (2011), there 
are approximately 1 billion persons with 
disabilities in the world. This equates to ap-
proximately 15% of the world population 
having a physical, mental or sensory dis-
ability. In addition to this data, a rapid age-
ing of the population is under way. In 2009 
there were more than 730 million people 
over age 60, equivalent to 10% of the popu-
lation7, an increase of more than 20% since 
2000. By the year 2050 the number of per-
sons over age 60 will increase to account 
for 20% of the world population, with one-
fifth of this group being over 80 years old.

Due to the ageing population in indus-
trialised countries, the rate of disability 
among people with the capacity to travel is 
increasing, adding to the demand for an ac-
cessible environment, transport and serv-
ices - which adds to the market value of the 
accessible tourism segment. Much of the 

senior population has significant income 
and the desire to travel, both in their home 
countries and abroad, and their expendi-
ture tends to be higher than that of tour-
ists in general. Because many people with 
disabilities and older people are no longer 
active in the workforce, they have the pos-
sibility of travelling throughout the year, 
which helps to reduce the seasonality of de-
mand experienced by many destinations.

Moreover, several studies carried out in 
Australia, the United States and the Euro-
pean Union have shown that tourists with 
disabilities are becoming an important 
part of the tourism market. For example, 
the percentage of Australian tourists with 
disabilities has been estimated at about 
11% of the total number of tourists. The 
United Kingdom found in its 2009 tour-
ism survey that 12% of all persons who 
engaged in domestic tourism (at least one 
overnight away from home) had a disabil-
ity or long-term health problems. These 
tourists also stayed longer and spent more 
than the average. Similarly, studies in the 
United States have shown that American 
adults with disabilities or reduced mobility 
spend an average of $ 13.6 billion annually 
on travel.

With the right approach, the tourism 
sector also has a golden opportunity to 
serve an important and growing market, 
win new customers and increase revenue 
at a time when other segments of the mar-
ket may be weakening. As more individuals 
enjoy the opportunity to travel, the tourism 
industry gets more visitors, longer seasons 
and new incomes. Society as a whole ben-
efits from new job opportunities, more tax 
revenue and an accessible environment for 
both inhabitants and visitors.

Therefore, with the above in mind, Na-
galand must make Accessible Tourism the 
underlying standard as it takes this step to 
streamline and reorganise the sector.

Please find attached suggested seg-
ments that I feel should be prominently 
included in the Tourism Policy 

Responsible Tourism
Responsible Tourism (RT) is gaining wide-
spread acceptance across the world today 
as the best way to maximise the positive 

impacts of tourism and minimise the neg-
ative ones.

Nagaland Tourism will uphold the 
guiding principles for Responsible Tourism 
identified in the Cape Town Declaration on 
Responsible Tourism in 2002:

Guiding Principles for 
Economic Responsibility

•	 Assess	 economic	 impacts	 before	 de-
veloping tourism and exercise prefer-
ence for those forms of development 
that benefit local communities and 
minimise negative impacts on local 
livelihoods (for example through loss 
of access to resources), recognising that 
tourism may not always be the most 
appropriate form of local economic de-
velopment.

•	 Maximise	 local	 economic	 benefits	 by	
increasing linkages and reducing leak-
ages, by ensuring that communities are 
involved in, and benefit from, tourism. 
Wherever possible use tourism to assist 
in poverty reduction by adopting pro-
poor strategies.

•	 Develop	 quality	 products	 that	 reflect,	
complement, and enhance the destina-
tion.

•	 Market	 tourism	 in	 ways	 which	 reflect	
the natural, cultural and social integrity 
of the destination, and which encour-
age appropriate forms of tourism.

•	 Adopt	 equitable	 business	 practises,	
pay and charge fair prices, and build 
partnerships in ways in which risk is 
minimised and shared, and recruit and 
employ staff recognising international 
labour standards.

•	 Provide	 appropriate	 and	 sufficient	
support to small, medium and micro 
enterprises to ensure tourism-related 
enterprises thrive and are sustainable.

Guiding Principles for Social 
Responsibility

•	 Actively	 involve	 the	 local	 community	
in planning and decision-making and 
provide capacity building to make this 
a reality.

•	 Assess	 social	 impacts	 throughout	 the	

life cycle of the operation – includ-
ing the planning and design phases of 
projects – in order to minimise negative 
impacts and maximise positive ones.

•	 Endeavour	 to	 make	 tourism	 an	 inclu-
sive social experience and to ensure 
that there is access for all, in particular 
vulnerable and disadvantaged commu-
nities and individuals.

•	 Combat	 the	sexual	exploitation	of	hu-
man beings, particularly the exploita-
tion of children.

•	 Be	sensitive	to	the	host	culture,	main-
taining and encouraging social and cul-
tural diversity.

•	 Endeavour	to	ensure	that	tourism	con-
tributes to improvements in health and 
education.

Guiding Principles for 
Environmental Responsibility

•	 Assess	 environmental	 impacts	
throughout the life cycle of tourist es-
tablishments and operations – includ-
ing the planning and design phase – 
and ensure that negative impacts are 
reduced to the minimum and maxim-
ising positive ones.

•	 Use	 resources	 sustainably,	 and	 reduce	
waste and over-consumption.

•	 Manage	 natural	 diversity	 sustainably,	
and where appropriate restore it; and 
consider the volume and type of tour-
ism that the environment can support, 
and respect the integrity of vulnerable 
ecosystems and protected areas

•	 Promote	 education	 and	 awareness	 for	
sustainable development – for all stake-
holders.

•	 Raise	 the	 capacity	 of	 all	 stakeholders	
and ensure that best practice is fol-
lowed, for this purpose consult with en-
vironmental and conservation experts.

Accessible Tourism For All
Based on the principles of the 2007 Inter-
national Convention on the Rights of Per-
sons with

Disabilities and the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities Act 2016, Nagaland Tour-
ism will work to promote “Accessible Tour-

ism for All”, as we believe that facilitating 
travel for people with disabilities is a basic, 
cross-cutting and integral element of any 
responsible and sustainable tourism poli-
cy. It is both a human rights imperative, as 
well as an exceptional business opportuni-
ty. In this context, accessible tourism does 
not only benefit persons with disabilities, it 
benefits all of society.

The Nagaland Government is commit-
ted to increasing accessibility in tourism 
through a number of actions:
•	 Set	up	an	Accessible	Tourism	Cell	in	the	

Tourism Department
•	 Ensure	 that	 the	 principle	 of	 universal	

design is adopted, ensuring that all 
persons, regardless of their physical 
or cognitive needs, are able to use and 
enjoy the available amenities in an eq-
uitable and sustainable manner. This 
approach will forego preferential or 
segregated treatment of constituents 
with disabilities to permitting uninhib-
ited use of facilities and services by all, 
at any time, to equitable effect

•	 Ensure	 that	 all	 existing	 tourist	 events,	
sites and destinations are made barrier 
free

•	 Promote	 accessibility	 throughout	 the	
tourism chain. Elements of the tourism 
chain include: A. Tourism destination 
management; B. Tourism information 
and advertising (Preparation, infor-
mation and booking); C. Urban and 
architectural environments; D. Modes 
of transport and stations; E. Accommo-
dation, food service and conventions; 
F. Cultural activities; G. Other tourism 
activities and events

•	 Training:	To	minimise	 the	barriers	en-
countered by persons with disabilities, 
staff and human resource training will 
be prioritised to treat people with dis-
abilities with courtesy and efficiency, 
provide complete information on serv-
ices and facilities available, and facili-
tate access to non-accessible services – 
this will include training guides in sign 
language.

Diethono Nakhro
Disability Rights Activist

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Scheme to compensate victims of sexual 
assaults should also include children — SC

Need to ask if our freedom 
is in peril— Hamid Ansari

Maratha quota stir evokes mixed 
response in Mumbai, coastal districts 

Foetus found 
in lavatory of 
Air Asia plane

Yamuna cleaning project: No ‘meaningful 
progress’ at ground level, says NGT

Give us details on Mehul Choksi, CBI tells Antigua

All police stations, chowkis to 
have CCTV cameras— HC told

Five accused in Kolkata carcass meat case get bail

PTI

Police personnel charge stone-pelting Maratha Kranti Morcha protesters during their statewide bandh, 
which was called for reservations of jobs and education, in Thane on Wednesday.

Chief Justice of India Justice Dipak Misra with acting Chief Justice of Delhi High Court Justice Geeta 
Mittal arrive to inaugurate the new courts block of the High Court of Delhi, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

Hamid Ansari (File Photo)

new Delhi, July 25 (Pti): The 
Supreme Court today said that a 
scheme proposed by the National 
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) 
for compensating victims of sex-
ual assault and acid attack should 
be modified to “some extent” to 
make it applicable to child victims 
of such assaults.

A bench of justices Madan B 
Lokur and Deepak Gupta said 
that slight modifications could 
be done in the ‘Compensation 
Scheme for Women Victims/
Survivors of Sexual Assault/Other 
Crimes-2018’ to also include child 
victims.

“The scheme can be imple-
mented with slight modifications 
in case of children. Please have 
a look at it and give us a com-
posite note for women as well as 
children,” the bench told senior 
advocate Indira Jaising, who is 
assisting the court as an amicus 
curiae in the matter.

One of the lawyers told the 
bench that the NALSA’s scheme 
should also focus on child victims 
of sexual assaults.

Jaising said the scheme has 
been approved by the top court 
and its purpose was to support 
women victims of sexual assaults 
and acid attacks throughout the 
trial in the case. 

She also told the bench that 
states would have to understand 
the rationale behind this scheme.

Regarding the court’s obser-
vation to also include children of 
sexual assaults under the scheme, 
Jaising said she would file a note in 
this regard.

The bench, while saying that 
the Centre, all states and union 
territories should implement the 
scheme with letter and spirit, 
asked Jaising to file her note with-
in two weeks.

Jaising said that she would ad-
dress the aspect related to section 

228-A of the IPC, which deals with 
disclosure of identity of victims of 
sexual offences.

The amicus had earlier told 
the bench that it was necessary 
for the apex court to clarify section 
228-A of the IPC.

As per NALSA’s scheme, vic-
tim of gangrape in any part of 
the country would now get a 
minimum compensation of INR 
5 lakh and up to a maximum of 
INR 10 lakh.

Similarly, in case of rape and 
unnatural sexual assault, the vic-
tim would get a minimum of INR 
4 lakh and maximum of INR 7 lakh 
as compensation.

The scheme also says that 
victim of acid attacks, in case of 
disfigurement of face, would get a 
minimum compensation of INR 7 
lakh, while the upper limit would 
be INR 8 lakh.

In acid attack cases, if the in-
jury was more than 50 per cent, a 

minimum compensation of INR 
5 lakh would be given, while the 
maximum would be INR 8 lakh.

Earlier, the Centre had told 
the apex court that it was finding 
it difficult to get the cooperation 
of states on the issue relating to 
disbursal of compensation to the 
victims of sexual assault under the 
Nirbhaya Fund.

Nirbhaya Fund was an-
nounced by the Centre in 2013 
after the December 16, 2012 
gangrape and murder case in 
Delhi to support the initiatives on 
women’s safety across the country.

Several petitions were filed 
in the Supreme Court after the 
Nirbhaya gangrape and murder 
incident in Delhi raising con-
cerns over safety and security of 
women. 

All the petitions were tagged 
by the court and several directions 
have been issued from time to 
time in this regard.

new Delhi, July 25 (ianS): 
Former Vice President Ha-
mid Ansari on Wednesday 
said that a question was 
staring at all of us if the 
open society “we used to 
take pride in” was facing 
a serious existential threat 
amid “voices of sanity” be-
ing silenced.

“Mourning is just not 
enough. We should chal-
lenge...if our freedom of 
expression is being chal-
lenged and if that is re-
ally facing a challenge then 
every citizen is threat-
ened,” Ansari said at an 
event here to pay tributes 
to Kashmiri editor Shu-
jaat Bukhari who was shot 
dead outside his Srinagar 
office on June 14.

The former Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman said Bukhari 
stood for sanity and that 
was what put him in a dif-

ficult condition. 
“A good man, good 

editor and a thinking indi-
vidual was snatched from 
us so brutally. We have to 
ask why.” he said, adding 
the first victims of such a 
situation become those 
who carry voices of people 
to larger audiences.

“Shujaat’s death is an 
example. Not the only 
one example. Those who 
speak honestly and can-
didly are prevented (from 
speaking) in the most bru-
tal manner. We have a 
case in Bangalore,” Ansari 
said, referring to the last 
year murder of journalist 
Gauri Lankesh who was 
shot dead in her home on 
September 5.

“We have to ask our-
selves what we are going 
through. We used to take 
pride in being an open 
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society and we still do. But 
we need to stop and ask if 
that society is in peril.”

Malini Parthasarthy, 
the co-chairperson of The 
Hindu Group, speaking 
at the event organised by 
consulting firm Bureau of 
Research on Industry and 
Economic Fundamentals 
(BRIEF) said Shujaat’s “as-
sassination is a chilling 
reminder of the vested 
interests and anti-dem-
ocratic forces who don’t 
want democracy or peace 
flourish in Kashmir”.

She said we needed to 
ask why the situation was 
being allowed to slide and 
why all the peace dividend 
that had accumulated be-
cause of earlier Kashmir 
initiatives had been wast-
ed away.

“Clearly the answer lies 
in the continuing indiffer-
ence of the Modi govern-
ment to the terror and 
continuing alienation of 
the ordinary Kashmiri buf-
feted between the secu-
rity forces and the terrorist 
groups.

“We must stand up to 
the vested interests on 
both sides. We owe it to 
Shujaat and the people 
of Kashmir for whom we 
fought so long and hard 
to isolate the hardliners 
and fascists, and build 
public momentum for 
the revival of a political 
process and democracy 
in Kashmir.”

Mumbai, July 25 (ianS): 
The shutdown by Maratha 
groups seeking reservation 
evoked a mixed response 
on Wednesday in Mumbai 
and the coastal districts of 
Maharashtra, but ended 
on a violent note as police 
tear-gassed and caned 
protestors.

The state government 
hastily agreed to hold talks 
with the agitation leaders 
even as a protestor Jagan-
nath Sonawane, 55, who 
had consumed poison 
in Devgaon-Rangari vil-
lage in Aurangabad, suc-
cumbed in a government 
hospital, taking the death 
toll in the three-day agita-
tion to two.

On Monday, 28-year-
old Kakasaheb Dattatreya 
Shinde had committed 
suicide by jumping into 
the Godavari river in the 
same district, triggering 
massive protests.

Si n c e  We d n e s d a y 
morning, a large groups 
of Maratha activists car-
rying saffron flags and 
banners took out noisy 
processions amid tight 
security in Mumbai and 
other districts like Palghar, 
Thane, Raigad, Ratnagiri 
and Sindhudurg.

Shouting ‘Ek Maratha, 
Lakh Maratha’, ‘Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj 
ki Jai’, they condemned 

new Delhi, July 25 (Pti): 
The National Green Tribu-
nal today rapped the Del-
hi Jal Board over cleaning 
of the Yamuna river and 
said there has been no 
“meaningful progress” 
on the ground in the last 
three years.

The green panel noted 
that work on 14 sewage 
treatment plants (STPs) 
has not even begun. These 
were supposed to be com-
pleted by March 2017 as 
per the court’s January 13, 
2015, judgment.

The STPs would treat 
the effluents and ensure 
no pollutants enter the 
river. 

“In spite of proceed-
ings in the case in the last 
three years, there is no 
meaningful progress at 
the ground level. It does 
appear that the present 
in-charge may not be 

competent enough to 
handle the issue.

“Today, we are in a fail-
ure situation. We don’t 
want useless and incom-
petent people, who have 
failed us, the people and 
the country,” a bench, 
headed by National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) Chairper-
son A K Goel, said.

Expressing dissatisfac-
tion over the situation, 
the tribunal directed the 
CEO of the Delhi Jal Board 
(DJB) to put in place a 
suitable officer who can 
ensure that work on the 
14 STPs starts within a 
month and asked him 
to file an affidavit in this 
regard within two weeks.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice S P Wang-
di and Expert Member 
Nagin Nanda, directed 
Haryana to file an affida-
vit on the steps taken to 

ensure that no untreated 
effluents flow into the 
Yamuna river.

The Phase-I of the 
clean Yamuna project 
aims to lower the pol-
lution levels in the Na-
jafgarh and Delhi Gate 
drains, while Phase-II 
deals with Shahdara, Bar-
apullah and other drains.

The DJB informed the 
tribunal that with regard 
to Phase-II, 11 drains have 
been trapped and efflu-
ents were being treated.

It also said with re-
gard to the remaining six, 
work for trapping of three 
drains will be completed 
by December 2020 and 
work for other two by De-
cember this year.

On the submission, 
the NGT said,”For the 
sixth drain, let a joint 
meeting be held in the 
office of the Delhi Devel-

opment Authority (DDA) 
along with the DJB on 
July 30.” 

“Land will be iden-
tified and ensured that 
work commences on or 
before December 1. We 
make it clear that no ob-
jection of any technical 
nature will be raised by 
DDA. Land has to be given 
by August 31,” it said.

The hearing in the 
matter remained incon-
clusive and the bench said 
it would pass more orders 
tomorrow.The tribunal 
had earlier directed the 
Delhi government and 
the DJB to submit a status 
report on the progress of 
the work in the first phase 
of cleaning the Yamuna.

It had then directed 
Himachal Pradesh, Hary-
ana, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh to file a complete 
report of the stretch of the 

Yamuna falling beyond 
the national capital.

The green panel had 
said pollution in the Ya-
muna was of serious con-
cern as it was highly con-
taminated by industrial 
effluents and sewage.

It had also asked the 
Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh pollution control 
boards to jointly conduct 
a study of the water qual-
ity and the flow of Yamuna 
at the point it enters Hary-
ana, and submit the list of 
industries located in the 
catchment area.

The green panel had 
noted that almost 67 per 
cent of pollutants that en-
ter the Yamuna would be 
treated by the two sewage 
treatment plants at Delhi 
Gate and Najafgarh under 
the first phase of the ‘Maili 
se Nirmal Yamuna Revi-
talisation Project’.

new Delhi, July 25 (ianS): The 
CBI on Wednesday said it had 
written to the Antiguan author-
ities seeking details of Mehul 
Choksi’s whereabouts in connec-
tion with the INR 13,500-crore 
Punjab National Bank fraud case.

A Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) source told IANS that 
on Tuesday the agency wrote to 
the Caribbean nation seeking de-
tails of the owner of the Gitanjali 
Group of companies, who is being 
sought in India by investigators, 
along with his nephew Nirav 

Modi. 
The source also said that the 

query had been sent as a follow-
up to the “diffusion notice” (a 
request to Interpol for the arrest 
of a specific person) seeking infor-
mation on Choksi’s location. 

According to the source, the 
CBI has sought to know when he 
reached the Carribbean country.

Asked when Interpol would 
issue a RCN against Choksi, the 
CBI official said that Interpol 
had raised certain queries after 
it wrote to them to issue an RCN. 

“The Interpol has asked about the 
validity of warrants against Choksi 
and specific role of the individual 
in the alleged crime,” the source 
said. Responding to the queries 
of the Interpol, the CBI source 
said that the agency attached 
the non-bailable warrants and 
charge-sheet copies issued from 
the Indian courts against Choksi.

The CBI move comes after 
it was revealed on Tuesday that 
Choksi had moved to Antigua 
from the US several weeks ago 
using an Antiguan passport. The 

revelation came from Antiguan 
authorities in response to a CBI 
diffusion notice circulated to for-
eign countries through Interpol. 

According to the source, once 
the RCN is issued against Choksi, 
he will be technically restricted to 
the Carribbean islands only. 

In these cases, the ED had on 
May 24 and May 26 filed prosecu-
tion complaints or charge-sheets 
against Choksi and Nirav Modi. 

On the request of the ED and 
the CBI, the Interpol had earlier 
issued RCN against Nirav Modi.

new Delhi, July 25 (Pti): 
The city police today told 
the Delhi High Court 
that all of its stations and 
‘chowkis’ will have CCTV 
cameras by mid October 
as a step towards ensuring 
more transparency in the 
agency’s functioning.

The Delhi Police and 
the AAP government also 
told a bench of Justices 
Sanjiv Khanna and Chan-
der Shekhar that they will 
submit a joint report after 
identifying vulnerable 
spots in the city where 
cameras are urgently re-
quired.

The court was also in-

formed that 3,100 posts 
of police personnel have 
been sanctioned for re-
cruitment by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs.

In a status report filed 
through criminal stand-
ing counsel Rajesh Ma-
hajan, the police told the 
bench that the cameras 
will be installed by mid 
October 2018. 

The court was hearing 
a PIL initiated by it in 2012 
after the infamous De-
cember 16, 2012 gangrape 
of a young woman in a 
moving bus. The woman 
later succumbed to inju-
ries inflicted on her by the 

rapists.
It was also hearing an-

other PIL by social activist 
Ajay Gautam alleging that 
there have been several 
deaths inside police sta-
tions in the city this year 
and the presence of func-
tional CCTVs could act as 
a deterrent.

He has also claimed 
that even the CCTV cam-
eras installed at a few po-
lice stations were obso-
lete, as they did not have 
the recording feature, and 
CCTVs were required at 
police stations to ensure 
transparency in their 
functioning.

Kolkata, July 25 (ianS): Five out of 12 
people arrested for their alleged involve-
ment in the carcass meat selling racket 
here were on Wednesday grated bail 
after the state CID failed to produce a 
charge sheet in the case, 90 days after 
their arrest.

Two more accused were earlier grant-
ed bail on the same grounds.

“Neither a charge sheet has been 
filed against any of these accused nor 
the forensic test report of the seized meat 
could be submitted to the court yet. So 
the prosecution today (Wednesday) 
asked the court to accept the bail plea 
of the accused persons and grant them 
conditional bail,” the state counsel said 
outside the Alipore court here.

Sarafat Hossain, one of the main 
accused in the carcass meat case and 
former CPI-M councillor Manik Mukher-
jee were among those who were given 
bail during the day, he said.

The CID said it could not file the 

charge sheet due to the non-availability 
of certain reports.

“Five out of 10 people who were 
kept in jail custody in the carcass meat 
case were given bail today. The charge 
sheet could not be filed due to the non-
availability of evasion reports,” Deputy 
Inspector General, CID, Nishad Parvez 
told IANS.

Police had earlier this year, busted a 
racket involved in processing the flesh 
of carcasses collected from dumping 
grounds in Kolkata and adjoining sub-
urbs and selling it to local restaurants 
and departmental stores.

 Huge quantity of rotten meat was 
seized from a city cold storage as part of 
the investigation.

A dozen people were arrested includ-
ing the kingpin Biswanath Garai, 52, who 
also owned the cold storage in north 
Kolkata’s Narkeldanga.

CID took over the probe into the 
meat racket in May.

the government for not 
heeding their demands 
over two years of peaceful 
agitation.

M a r a t h a  K r a n t i 
Morcha Convenor Viren-
dra Pawar called a press 
conference to announce 
withdrawal of the stir at 
3 p.m., after nearly eight 
hours.

Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis responded 
by saying that the state 
government had taken 
cognizance and was will-
ing to discuss and resolve 
the issue.

“We have taken several 

decisions for the Maratha 
community and are com-
mitted to giving them res-
ervation. Presently, the 
matter is sub judice,” Fad-
navis added.

Holding the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party-
Shiv Sena government 
responsible for the ag-
itation, state Congress 
President Ashok Chavan 
said that it let down not 
only the Marathas, but 
also the Dhangars and the 
Muslims.

“For how long will you 
deceive the people? No 
more talks, now its time for 

action,” Chavan said.
Union Minister of State 

for Social Justice Ramdas 
Athawale said that law 
needs to be amended to 
raise the reservation cap 
from 50 to 70 per cent and 
promised to raise the issue 
with the National Demo-
cratic Alliance.

The Marathas are 
seeking reservation in 
government jobs and ed-
ucation, with the agitation 
remaining peaceful in 
over two years, including 
holding of silent proces-
sions in over a dozen dis-
tricts.

new Delhi, July 25 (Pti): 
A foetus was recovered 
from a lavatory of an Air 
Asia plane after it landed 
here from Guwahati this 
afternoon, Delhi Police 
said. The crew of flight I5 
784 informed about the 
foetus being found in the 
lavatory, they said. 

According to the po-
lice, a woman who board-
ed the plane in Guwahati 
delivered “a pre-mature 
dead foetus”.b In a state-
ment, Air Asia said a sus-
pect has been held back 
by police for further inves-
tigation, adding she was 
identified on questioning 
of all female passengers 
onboard.

“A newborn infant was 
found lifeless and aban-
doned in one of the lava-
tories when the aircraft 
was being prepared for 
landing. Delhi Police were 
alerted and a doctor from 
the medical team at Delhi 
International Airport con-
firmed that the baby had 
been delivered onboard,” 
it said. “We will be as-
sisting in the investiga-
tion and cooperating with 
all concerned agencies. 
AirAsia India would like 
to apologise to all guests 
experiencing disruptions 
in their flight schedule,” 
it added.
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Islamabad, July 25 (IANS): 
At least 37 people were 
killed and several injured 
mostly in a suicide bomb-
ing in Balochistan on 
Wednesday as millions of 
voters thronged polling 
stations across the country 
to exercise their franchise 
in the 11th general elec-
tion. Counting has begun 
at certain polling stations 
after the voting ended.

The Balochistan bomb-
ing targeted the convoy 
of Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Abdul Raz-
zaq Cheema near a polling 
station. It left 31 persons, 
including some policemen, 
dead. The senior police of-
ficial escaped unhurt, Geo 
News reported.

Civil Hospital Quetta 
officials confirmed the 
casualties.

The area was crowded 
as people were making 
their way to vote at Tameer-
e-Nau Model School. Poll-
ing was halted at the poll-
ing station, only to resume 
later.

While polling stations 
opened for voting at 8 
a.m., enthusiastic citizens 
queued up outside their 
respective stations as early 
as 7 a.m. The PML-N had 
sent a letter to the Chief 
Election Commissioner, 
seeking an extension in 
time by one hour. But the 
poll body refused.

Results for the 11th gen-
eral elections are expected 
to trickle in immediately 
with the final outcome like-
ly by Thursday morning 
or afternoon, according to 
election officials.

A Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) worker was 
killed and two others in-
jured as party activists 
clashed with Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP) workers 
outside a polling station 
in Nawan Kali in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, according to 
Express News. 

Another person was 

killed in firing outside a 
Mirpurkhas polling station 
in Dighri area.

In a separate incident, 
one person was killed while 
five people were injured in 
a cracker blast outside a 
political camp in Larkana.

A mini-jeep taking vot-
ers to polling stations in 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa fell 
into a deep gorge, resulting 
in the death of four people.

The workers of the two 
parties clashed in Mardan 
as well. Several people have 
been injured in the firing 
incident. Following the 
clash. Police took control 
of the affected area.

Two people were in-
jured in a firing incident 
in Dera Murad Jamali in 
Balochistan. 

In a separate incident, 
four people were injured 
in a blast outside a political 
camp in Larkana in Sindh 
province, the home of the 
Bhutto family.

Independent candi-
date Jibran Nasir said that 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Paki-
stan supporters attacked 
a facilitation camp he had 

set up in Chandio Village in 
Karachi.

As many as 12,570 can-
didates are in the field for 
a total of 849 seats of the 
national and provincial 
assemblies in the general 
election. Nearly 106 million 
people are eligible to vote.

The battle is mainly 
between three parties: 
Shahbaz Sharif’s Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N), Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari’s Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) and Imran 
Khan’s PTI.

In an effort to increase 
voter participation, the 
Election Commission de-
clared a public holiday on 
Wednesday.

Over four lakh security 
personnel have been de-
ployed at polling stations 
across the country to main-
tain law and order and take 
action against harassment, 
after the nation witnessed 
one of the bloodiest cam-
paigns, including the July 
13 bombing that killed 150 
people.

According to a poll of-
ficial, 5,878 polling sta-

tions have been declared 
“highly sensitive” -- official 
euphemism to mean they 
are prone to violence -- 
in Sindh; 5,487 in Punjab 
and Islamabad; 3,874 in 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and 
FATA and 1,768 in Balo-
chistan.

The elections are be-
ing held as emotions run 
high over a graft case that 
led to the imprisonment of 
ousted Prime Minister Na-
waz Sharif and his daughter 
Maryam Nawaz.

Sharif ’s PML-N has 
condemned the legal cases 
against its members in or-
der to force them to leave 
the party and the efforts 
to prevent the party from 
emerging victorious in the 
election as it had done in 
2013 by getting an absolute 
majority. 

These elections are the 
second in Pakistan’s his-
tory in which a government 
was able to complete its 
term. Military dictators 
have ruled the country for 
half of the 71 years of its 
existence since its founding 
in 1947.

Geneva/Switzerland, July 
25 (IANS): Two United Na-
tions human rights experts 
on Wednesday urged the 
government of Pakistan to 
repeal provisions in its elec-
toral laws that they claim 
discriminate against the 
Ahmadi Muslim minority.

Although the Ahmadis 
consider themselves Mus-
lims, an amendment to 
Pakistan’s Constitution in 
1974 declared them “non-
Muslims”, a provision that 
is included in the current 
Constitution.

“With national elections 
today, the current legal re-
quirement for a separate 
electoral list for the Ah-
madis, who have to declare 
themselves as non-Muslims 
in order to vote, is of par-
ticular concern,” Efe quoted 
Ahmed Shaheed, Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of 
religion or belief, and Fern-
and de Varennes, Special 
Rapporteur on minority 
issues, as saying in a joint 
statement.

The civil, political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural 

rights of the Ahmadi minor-
ity have been progressively 
negated on account of dif-
ferences with the majority 
community, Shaheed and 
de Varennes said.

“We are deeply con-
cerned about increased acts 
of persecution of Ahmadis 
and about the discrimina-
tory provisions against the 
Ahmadiyya community 
in Pakistan’s domestic law. 
These measures contribute 
to acts of violence against 
Ahmadis based only on 
religious differences,” they 

added.
Both experts expressed 

concern about the legal 
requirement that prevents 
Ahmadis from obtaining 
national identification and 
travel documents, which is 
also a form of discrimina-
tion on the basis of their 
religion or belief, they say. 

They called for the 
death penalty for blasphe-
my offences to be repealed, 
saying religious minorities 
in Pakistan were “dispropor-
tionately” charged, simply 
for practicing their faith.

Buenos Aires, July 25 (IANS): 
Dozens of people had turned 
out in front of the Buenos 
Aires cathedral for a peaceful 
demonstration to demand 
the separation of church and 
state in Argentina.

In wake of the political 
and social debate over abor-
tion, Vilma Ripoll of the So-
cialist Workers Movement 
(MST) on Tuesday said that 
the next battle will be of 
ensuring the separation of 
church and state, Efe news 
reported.

“We’re a lay country. 
Only over many years did 
the (Catholic) church man-

age to get us to sustain its 
structure,” Ripoll said, adding 
that the church has become 
a “business” that takes ad-
vantage of “subsidies” for the 
clergy.

Just a few days before 
the August 8 Senate vote on 
the pending abortion law to 
decriminalize the voluntary 
interruption of pregnancy, 
the MST urged the people to 
carry signs bearing slogans 
such as “Church and state, 
separate issues” and “Let 
anyone who wants a priest 
pay for him”.

“The unity between the 
church and the state results 

in us paying 40 billion pesos 
($1.455 billion) every year 
so that they have a private 
business, like private educa-
tion, and on top of that they 
use the education of our kids 
to inculcate medieval ideas 
in them and mobilize them 
against basic rights,” said na-
tional MST leader Alejandro 
Bodart.

In the past the Church 
has tried to quash other his-
toric laws in Argentina, such 
as the divorce law and the 
equal marriage law, he add-
ed.  Senators are now debat-
ing the pros and cons of the 
measure.

Attapeu (Laos), July 25 (PTI/AFP): The 
Laotian prime minister said today 131 peo-
ple are still missing two days after a dam 
collapse swamped several villages in the 
country’s south, killing at least 26 people. 

In a rare televised press conference 
by the leader of the secretive communist 
country, Thongloun Sisoulith gave the most 
specific figure so far for the number unac-
counted for.

Earlier official reports spoke of hun-
dreds missing in Attapeu province.

“One hundred and thirty one people 
have been reported missing,” he said, add-
ing all of them were Lao nationals.

Survivors have questioned why they got 
little warning of the deluge, which inun-
dated several villages across a vast area with 
several metres of flood water.

Two South Korean contractors said they 
had reported damage a day before parts of 
the Xe-Namnoy dam gave way Monday and 
unleashed a wall of water.

Thai consular official Chana Miencha-
roen, at the scene of the relief effort told AFP 
that by late afternoon Wednesday 26 bodies 
had been recovered.

“Seventeen others are injured and in 
hospital,” he said, adding roof-level flood-
water was hampering rescue efforts in a 
remote area of the poor and landlocked 
Southeast Asian country.

Information trickled slowly out of Laos 
as the publicity-shy country tried to get to 
grips with the disaster.

The Vientiane Times reported that 3,000 
were in need of rescue as of Wednesday 
afternoon, taking shelter in trees and on 
rooftops.

Footage on Laos television showed 
people huddled on roofs awaiting rescue as 

muddy water swirled menacingly just below 
them, with the army and local volunteers 
leading the rescue effort.

Questions began to emerge over the 
collapse, with some of the displaced saying 
they were warned to leave their homes only 
hours before disaster struck.

“It happened quickly, we had little time 
to prepare ourselves,” Joo Hinla, 68, from 
one of the worst-hit villages of Ban Hin Lath, 
told AFP from a warehouse crammed with 
over 700 displaced people in a neighbouring 
province.

“All of the houses in my village are un-
der water. Four of my family are missing, 
we don’t know about their fate yet.” Hun-
dreds of other displaced people, including 
women, children and the elderly, sat on the 
floor nearby surrounded by plastic bags 
crammed with meagre belongings.

Laos, poor but blessed with abundant 
natural resources, aims to become the 
“Battery of Asia” allowing dozens of foreign-
funded dam projects across its network of 
rivers.

But fears over the environmental im-
pact of the projects, which export most of 
their electricity to neighbouring Thailand 
and China, go virtually unvoiced inside the 
tightly controlled country.

Villagers across the country have been 
moved, some several times, to make way 
for dams whose benefits are mainly enjoyed 
outside of the country, campaigners say.

Once complete, around 90 per cent of 
the electricity generated by the Xe-Namnoy 
dam was destined for Thailand.

The remote flooded area is only acces-
sible by helicopter and flat-bottomed boats, 
with roads badly damaged or completely 
washed away.

London, July 25 (IANS): British 
Prime Minister Theresa May has 
said that she was taking control 
of negotiations with Brussels on 
Britain’s withdrawal from the 
European Union (EU).

May told MPs about her deci-
sion on Tuesday in a written an-
swer to the House of Commons 
as it was preparing to close for 
its long summer recess, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The main opposition La-
bour Party responded to the an-
nouncement with shadow Brexit 
minister Jenny Chapman saying 
May’s newly appointed Brexit 
Secretary Dominic Raab had 
been sidelined.

The Independent newspa-

per’s political sketch writer head-
ed a commentary: “Theresa May 
has taken control of the Brexit 
negotiations. God help us all”.

“Still, now that Theresa May 
has taken ‘personal control’ of 
Brexit away from the Brexiteers, 
perhaps a positive outcome is 
possible,” said the commentary 
... “Fingers crossed then. There is 
still time for ‘Take Control’ There-
sa to work her unique magic.”

In her statement, May said 
that Raab, who she appointed 
following the resignation just 
over two weeks ago of her previ-
ous Brexit secretary David Davis, 
would be her deputy in the nego-
tiations with the EU.

Earlier Raab, who has already 

held talks with the EU’s chief 
negotiator Michel Barnier, ap-
peared in the House of Commons 
to announce the publication of 
a new government White Paper 
explaining how Britain’s EU with-
drawal agreement will be put into 
law. May said both she and Raab 
will be supported by the Cabinet 
Office’s Europe Unit, with the unit 
having overall responsibility for 
the preparation and conduct of 
the negotiations, drawing upon 
support from the Department 
for Exiting the European Union 
(DExEU) and other departments 
as required. May said DExEU will 
continue to lead on all of the gov-
ernment’s preparations for Brexit: 
domestic preparations in both a 

deal and a no-deal scenario, all 
of the necessary legislation, and 
preparations for the negotiations 
to implement the detail of the Fu-
ture Framework. Insisting there 
was no sidelining, Raab said later 
there was no tension and that 
he will attend all meetings with 
May. He said the announcement 
amounted to some shifting of the 
Whitehall deckchairs. Addressing 
MPs about the new withdrawal 
bill, and later facing a select com-
mittee of MPs, Raab said again 
that the 39 billion pounds ($52 
billion) that Britain has agreed 
to pay as its so-called divorce 
settlement with the EU was con-
ditional on a future trade deal 
between Brussels and London.

Beirut, July 25 (PTI/AFP): A 
string of suicide blasts and 
raids claimed by the Islamic 
State group killed more than 
150 people in southern Syria 
today, in one of the jihadists’ 
deadliest ever assaults in the 
country. 

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said the 
attacks hit several areas of 
the largely government-
held southern province of 
Sweida, where IS retains a 
presence in a northeastern 
desert region.

They came almost a 
week into a deadly Russia-
backed regime campaign 
to oust IS fighters from a 
holdout in a neighbouring 
province of the country’s 
south.

IS claimed responsibil-
ity for the violence, saying 
“soldiers of the caliphate” 
attacked Syrian govern-
ment positions and security 
outposts in Sweida city, then 
detonated their explosive 
belts.

The Britain-based Ob-
servatory said three suicide 
attackers set off booby-
trapped belts in Sweida city, 
as other blasts hit villages to 
the north and east. A fourth 
suicide explosion hit the 
city later.

“ I S  f i g h t e r s  t h e n 
stormed villages in the prov-
ince’s northeast and killed 
residents in their homes,” 
Observatory head Rami 

Abdel Rahman said.
The suicide blasts and 

raids killed 156 people in-
cluding 62 civilians, the Ob-
servatory said.

The remaining 94 dead 
were pro-regime fighters, 
most of whom where resi-
dents who had picked up 
weapons to defend their 
villages, it said.

Sweida, whose residents 
are mostly from the Druze 
minority, have been rela-
tively insulated from the 
war that has ravaged the rest 
of the country since 2011.

“It’s the bloodiest death 

toll in Sweida province since 
the start of the war” in 2011 
and one of the deadliest 
ever in Syria, Abdel Rah-
man said.

The violence also left 30 
IS fighters dead, including 
the suicide attackers.

The jihadists captured 
at least three of the seven 
villages it targeted but clash-
es were ongoing today, the 
Observatory said.

State media confirmed 
the attacks had killed and 
wounded people in Sweida 
city and villages to the north 
and east, but did not give a 

specific toll.
SANA published images 

of the attack’s aftermath in 
Sweida city, showing the re-
mains of a victim sprawled 
on a staircase near a dam-
aged wall.

Abandoned shoes lay 
in the middle of the road 
among fruit that had spilled 
out of cartons.

The UN’s humanitar-
ian coordinator in Syria 
Ali al-Zaatari condemned 
the “terrorist bombing in 
Sweida city today,” saying 
all civilians should be pro-
tected.

And the Russian foreign 
ministry said the IS attacks 
“confirm the need for en-
ergetic and coordinated 
efforts by the international 
community to eradicate this 
universal evil from Syrian 
territory”.

State television said the 
army was targeting IS in the 
province’s east.

Despite pro-govern-
ment forces ousting the 
group from urban centres 
in eastern Syria last year, 
surprise IS raids in recent 
months have killed dozens 
of regime and allied fighters.

The jihadists still hold 
some territory in Syria’s 
south, including in Sweida 
and another isolated but 
larger patch in neighbour-
ing Daraa province, to the 
west.

That pocket is held by 
Jaish Khaled bin al-Walid, a 
jihadist faction whose 1,000 
fighters have pledged al-
legiance to IS.

After ousting non-jihad-
ist rebels from most of the 
country’s south, President 
Bashar al-Assad’s troops 
and his Russian allies are 
now closing in on the IS 
pocket in Daraa province.

SANA said the IS attacks 
on neighbouring Sweida 
were an attempt to relieve 
pressure “on IS remnants 
facing their inevitable end 
in the western Daraa coun-
tryside”.

Lahore, July 25 (IANS): Millions 
of registered voters are heading 
towards polling stations to cast 
their vote as Pakistan goes for its 
11th general elections with some 
history-making events also taking 
place in the conservative areas 
where women are usually not al-
lowed to take part in an activity 
outside their homes.

This time women in a village 
located in Khuhab, a city in Pun-
jab, made history by casting their 
votes for the first time ever since 
the country came into being. 

The women from the area 
reached the polling stations soon 
after the polling time started and 
used their right, Daily Pakistan 
reported.

In the ongoing elections, as 
many as 105.96 million people, 
including 47 million female vot-
ers, will be able to use their right 
to vote from 8 a.m. till 6 p.m. 
without any formal break, with 
over 12,000 candidates vying for 
272 national and 570 provincial 
assembly seats.

Islamabad, July 25 (PTI): Pakistan’s 
flamboyant cricketer-turned-pol-
itician Imran Khan’s Pakistan Te-
hreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was leading in 94 
parliamentary seats while its main 
rival Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) was ahead on 53 seats in the 
initial round of counting today in an 
election marred by a deadly suicide at-
tack and allegations of manipulations 
by the powerful military.

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
of former president Asif Ali Zardari 
was leading in 32 seats, a sign indicat-
ing that he could play a ‘kingmaker’ in 
case of a hung parliament, according 
to media reports.

Independents were ahead on 20 
seats according to trends available for 
230 seats out of 272 seats.

The Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal 
(MMA) - an alliance of traditional 
religious parties such as Jamaat-e-
Islami led by Qazi Hussain Ahmed, 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl headed 
by Maulana Fazlur Rehman, Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Pakistan led by Maulana 
Shah Ahmad Noorani and Tehreek-e-
Jafaria led by Allama Sajid Naqvi - was 
leading in 11 national assembly seats.

Pakistan’s National Assembly com-
prises a total of 342 members, of which 
272 are directly elected whereas the 
rest - 60 seats reserved for women 

and 10 for religious minorities - are 
selected later through proportional 
representation among parties with 
more than five per cent of the vote.

A party can only form the govern-
ment if it manages to clinch 172 seats 
in total. 

PML-N chief Shahbaz Sharif, who 
is hoping to become the next prime 
minister, was leading with 4,230 votes 
in NA-249 (Karachi West-II), accord-
ing to trends. PPP Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari was leading with 5,218 
votes in NA-200 (Larkana I). 

According to the Election Com-
mission, 3,459 candidates are in the 
race for 272 general seats of the Na-
tional Assembly, while 8,396 can-
didates are running for 577 general 
seats of the four provincial assemblies 
- Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan and 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. More than 
30 political parties have fielded their 
candidates for the elections. 

In Punjab Assembly, PML-N and 
PTI were in a neck-and-neck fight 
with both leading on 54 and 43 seats 
respectively according to trends avail-
able for 119 seats out of 297 seats. 

In Sindh Assembly, PPP was 
emerging as the single largest party in 
its traditional bastion. The party was 
leading on 31 seats according to trends 
available for 45 seats out of 131 seats.

Polling ends in Pakistan; 37 killed in violence
End election discrimination against Ahmadis — UN to Pak

Argentines demand separation of church, state

Laos PM says 131 missing from 
dam collapse as 26 bodies recovered

May takes personal charge of UK’s Brexit negotiations

More than 150 dead in IS attacks on southern Syria

Women in 
Pakistani village 
vote for first 
time in 70 years

Imran Khan’s party leading on 94 
seats; PML-N on 53 in NA polls

AP/PTI

Smoke and explosions from the fighting between forces loyal to Syrian President Bashar Assad and rebels 
in the Darra province can be seen from the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Wednesday, July 25, 2018.

AP/PTI

Pakistani volunteers and security officers visit the site of a bombing in Quetta, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 25, 
2018.  A suicide bomber struck outside a crowded polling station in Pakistan’s southwestern city of Quetta, 
killing dozens of people as Pakistanis cast ballots Wednesday to democratically elect a civilian government.
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“Insecure” actress Natasha Rothwell has bagged a role in the 
sequel of Patty Jenkins directorial “Wonder Woman”. Rothwell will 
share the screen space with actors Kristen Wiig, Pedro Pascal, Gal 
Gadot and Chris Pine, reports hollywoodreporter.com. The makers 
have not yet revealed anything about the film’s plot, but it is known 
that the pic, which is currently in production, is set in the 1980s 
and will see Diana (Gadot) facing off against a new villain, Cheetah, 
played by Wiig.  Rothwell, who also serves as a writer on Issa Rae’s 
HBO series “Insecure” and previously wrote for the show “Saturday 
Night Live”, was recently seen in Fox 2000’s “Love, Simon”. (IANS)

S
inger Demi Lovato was 
rushed to a hospital here after 
suffering a suspected drug 
overdose.

TMZ initially cited law en-
forcement sources saying it appeared 
to be a “heroin overdose”. However, a 
source close to Lovato later denied it.

The 25-year-old was out Monday 
night celebrating a friend’s birthday in 
West Hollywood. She also posted pho-
tos on Instagram of herself and others 
in the group, and seemed happy.

As per sources, Lovato was trans-
ported by ambulance from her home 
in the Hollywood Hills just before 
noon on Tuesday, and is currently be-
ing treated.

Paramedics found Demi uncon-
scious when they arrived at her home. 
Law enforcement sources told TMZ 
that Lovato was treated with Narcan 
-- an emergency treatment for narcotic 
overdoses -- at her home.

Lovato’s representative told TMZ: 
“Demi is awake and with her fam-
ily who want to express thanks to 
everyone for the love, prayers and sup-

port. Some of the information being 
reported is incorrect and they respect-
fully ask for privacy.”

Her aunt Kerissa Dunn posted on 
social media that the singer is “awake 
and responsive”.

Hollywood celebrities like Ellen 
DeGenres, Lily Allen, Lady Gaga, Kim 
Kardashian West, Sam Smith and 
Bruno Mars have sent in love and get 
well soon wishes to Lovato via social 
media.

Lovato has fought substance abuse 
for years. At one point she lived in a so-
ber living home after getting released 
from a treatment centre. She had been 
six years sober from alcohol, cocaine 
and Oxycontin.

In June she released a song called 
“Sober”, where she revealed she had 
fallen off the wagon.

The singer had just performed on 
Sunday at the California Mid-State Fair 
in Paso Robles with Iggy Azalea.

She was scheduled to go on the 
road this week for an upcoming show 
in Atlantic City.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.20 pm, 8 pm: 
Dhadak (hindi) 

12 pm: Ant Man And The wasp (Eng 2D)

5.20 pm: Sky 
Scraper (Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Demi Lovato in hospital 
after ‘drug overdose’

Iron Maiden’s Steve 
Harris: Metal needs 
to push boundaries

Hillary Clinton, Colin Powell to guest star on ‘Madam Secretary’

I like stories where people change — Mark Rylance

Gary Oldman to star in 
‘Woman in the Window’ 

Early Bob Seger 
singles collected on 
album for the first time

Patrick 
Schwarzenegger, 
Sasha Lane to 
star in ‘Daniel 
Isn’t Real’ I

ron Maiden’s Steve Harris says that 
up-and-coming metal bands have to 
push boundaries if they hope to take 
their career to the next level. 

The rock giants are currently sell-
ing out arenas across Europe on The Lega-
cy Of The Beast tour – and asked by Metal 
Hammer if he sees a future for metal on 
the big stage, he says: “It’s not easy these 

days, especially for new bands. 
“It’s harder than ever to make a 

crust out of this. It’s different for us, 
because we’ve taken a long, long 
time to build up to this kind of level, 
but some bands will never even 
get to this level, or any level. They 
don’t get out of the pubs.”

Asked what bands have to do 
to be promoted out of the pub 
scene, Harris replies: “People 
have just got to push the bound-

aries and try and edge it up.
“I mean, we’ve never had 

songs that lend themselves to 
radio play. We’ve worked re-
ally hard for where we are.”

It’s been almost three 
years since Maiden 
launched their last album 
The Book Of Souls, and 
while Harris says it’ll be a 
while yet before any new 
material emerges, he’s 
confident that another 
album and tour are on 
the horizon.

He says: “We’ve got 
this cycle going on. I’m 
pretty damn sure we will 

do another album, and 
then all well and good, we’ll 

go out on tour to back that 
up. 

“How long that will go on 
for, I don’t know. We’ve been 
talking about this kind of 
thing for the last 20 years, but 
as time goes on, it becomes 
more of a reality that one day 
we may not be able to tour 
any more. 

“But I don’t want to think 
about that. You’ve got to 
enjoy the moment.”

Maiden are the cover 
stars of the new issue of 
Metal Hammer magazine, 
which is on sale now. Fans 
can also get their hands on 
an exclusive Legacy Of The 
Beast bundle featuring the 
magazine, a Pharaoh Eddie 
patch and a limited edition 
Legacy Of The Beast figure.

Loudersound

F
ormer US Secretaries 
of State Hillary Clin-
ton, Colin Powell, and 
Madeleine Albright will 
appear in the season five 

premiere of “Madam Secretary”.
They will appear to help the 

show’s secretary of state, Elizabeth 
McCord, played by Tea Leoni, 
handle a difficult situation in the 
show, reports dailymail.co.uk.

The show’s social media ac-
counts shared a photograph of 
the three former secretaries, and 
their on-screen colleague, beam-
ing at the camera, and the show’s 
creator and executive producer 
said the experience was ‘awe-
inspiring’. 

“Having three powerhouses of 
diplomacy agree to come on our 
show is awe-inspiring and hum-

bling. And that we were able to 
find a time in their busy schedules 
when they were all available is a 
miracle,” said executive producer 
Lori McCreary.

“We are delighted to have 
these three former secretaries of 
state be part of our season pre-
miere,” said creator and executive 
producer Barbara Hall.

“It was a privilege to experi-

ence their perspectives and 
discourse both in and behind the 
scenes.”

“Madam Secretary” is a politi-
cal drama which tells story of Mc-
Cord, a former CIA analyst who is 
appointed as the US Secretary of 
State. The show, aired in India on 
AXN, also focuses on the personal 
lives of the characters.

IANS

A
ctor Mark 
Rylance, who 
plays English 
lawyer Thomas 
Cromwell in 

“Wolf Hall” -- based on 
an eponymous historical 
novel -- says he enjoys 
taking up characters that 
undergo change.

Known primarily as 
a theatre and film actor, 
what made him want to 
be part of this television 
drama?

“My wife had read the 
books and said they were 
very good. And the scripts 
that I saw initially were 
very good. So, I hadn’t 
read the books, but the 
scripts were the things that 
inspired me,” Rylance said 

in a statement to IANS.
“I didn’t really know 

about the depth of the 
character at that point. But 
there was a lot of change 
in it. I like stories where 

people change, where 
the characters that I play 
change. And, this charac-
ter changes a lot. I think 
that was it,” he added.

“Wolf Hall” airs in India 

on Zee Cafe as part of BBC 
First content block. The 
show features Rylance as 
Cromwell. Preparing for a 
role of this magnitude in-
volved reading the books.

“When you have such 
fantastic detailed books 
behind the script, it makes 
sense to use them and I 
read them twice. I’d check 
each scene in the script 
with the book.

“Sometimes it’s a few 
different scenes in the 
books that have been put 
together to make a scene. 
The book in particular 
is so much about what 
Cromwell is thinking, so 
I really made a study of 
that,” he added.

IANS

A
ctor Gary Oldman 
will star opposite 
actress Amy Adams 
in the psychological 
thriller “The Wom-

an in the Window”, directed by 
Joe Wright.

“The Woman in 
the Window” 
is based 
on A.J. 

Finn’s best-selling novel, 
reports variety.com.

The story centres on a 
woman who is a recluse in 
her New York City home, un-
able to venture outside. She 
spends her day drinking wine, 
watching old movies, recalling 

happier times, and spying on 
her neighbours.

That is when she 
witnesses a crime 
involving a new 
neighbouring 
family. 

Oldman, who 
will play the fam-
ily patriarch, had 
won the Oscar 
for best actor in 
2018 for his por-
trayal of Winston 
Churchill in World 
War II drama 
“Darkest Hour”.

Adams has been 
nominated for five 

Academy Awards for 
“Junebug”, “Doubt”, 

“The Fighter”, “The 
Master” and “American 

Hustle”.
IANS

B
ob Seger & The Last Heard’s 
singles for the Cameo label are to 
be collected on album for the first 
time. Some of the songs - origi-
nally released in 1966 and 1967 - 

appeared on 2012’s unofficial East Side Story 
collection, but Heavy Music - The Complete 
Cameo Recordings 1966-1967 brings them 
together as a legitimate release for the first 
time.

The period covered by the compilation 
starts when Seger was joined by longtime 
manager Ed ‘Punch’ Andrews in 1966, and 
runs until the point in 1967 when Cameo-
Parkway Records went out of business. It 
features the five singles Seger recorded for 
Parkway, plus their b-sides. 

Tracks on the album include the garage 
rock stomper Persecution Smith, which is 
already available on streaming services, and 
Heavy Music, set to be Seger’s national break-
through hit until Parkway’s collapse. Seger 
later revived the song on 1972’s Smokin’ O.P.’s. 

Heavy Music: The Complete Cameo 
Recordings 1966-1967 features liner notes 
by Rolling Stone writer Jim Allen, as well 
as original photographs and label art from 
the Cameo archive. The vinyl edition of the 
album was pressed at Jack White’s Third Man 
plant in Detroit.

Loudersound

A
ctors Patrick 
Schwarzeneg-
ger, Sasha Lane, 
Miles Robbins, 
and Hannah 

Marks are set to star in 
the supernatural thriller 
“Daniel Isnt Real.”

Elijah Wood’s Spectre-
Vision and ACE Pictures 
announced the cast on 
Tuesday and said principal 
photography has begun 
in New York City. The film 
is the second feature from 
writer/director Adam 
Egypt Mortimer follow-
ing 2015’s “Some Kind of 
Hate”, reports variety.com.

Producers are Spectre-
Vision’s Daniel Noah, Josh 
C. Waller, Lisa Whalen, 
and Elijah Wood. Timur 
Bekbosunov, Johnny 
Chang, Emma Lee and 
Peter Wong will executive 
produce for ACE Pictures; 
Stacy Jorgensen will 
executive produce for 
SpectreVision.

IANS

Natasha Rothwell to star in ‘Wonder Woman’ sequel
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P V Sindhu

Virat Kohli

Lionel Messi

John Gregory

Gelson Martins

Steve Smith

Unfazed by final losses, Sindhu 
eyes medal at Worlds and Asiad

Let Messi have time to think 
about national team — AFA

Red Bull see a chance as F1’s August break loomsAustralia’s Smith continues 
return with Caribbean spell

Chennaiyin coach Gregory bags ISL Coach of the Year award AR organise friendly volleyball match

Have lot of hope from Virat Kohli — Sourav Ganguly
Portuguese winger Gelson Martins joins Atletico Madrid

New Delhi, July 25 (PTI): A 
title has eluded P V Sindhu 
this season despite three 
summit appearances but 
the Indian ace says she is 
undeterred by the heart-
break and will aim for a 
fresh start in the upcoming 
World Championship in 
China and the Asian Games 
in Indonesia.

Sindhu has been in im-
pressive form ever since 
winning the silver at the 
Rio Olympics in 2016. Last 
year, she won three titles 
out of the six finals that she 
reached.

However, loss in the 
finals in World Champion-
ship, Hong Kong Open and 
Dubai Super Series Final 
earned her the choker’s tag.

This year too she has 
reached the summit clash 
at India Open, the Com-
monwealth Games and the 
Thailand Open but failed 
to cross the final hurdle, 
prompting many critics to 
once again describe her as 
the “perennial bridesmaid”.

“I know sometimes I 
have been losing in the 
finals. See there are always 
negatives and positives. 
When you lose in the quar-
terfinals or semifinals, you 
actually learn a lot from 
those mistakes. You play 
well but sometimes you 
can’t get through it,” Sindhu 
told PTI in an interview.

“It doesn’t bother me, 
because coming to the fi-
nals is the next best thing 
to winning, I mean losing in 
the first and second round 

is much worse, reaching 
the finals means anything 
can happen,” added the 
Hyderabadi.

The 23-year-old young-
ster will be leaving with the 
Indian team on Saturday 
for the World Champion-
ship in Nanjing, China be-
ginning on July 30.

“I really want to do well 
in the World Champion-
ship. I have been prepar-
ing well. Also there is the 
Asian games, which I want 
to do well. It is going to be 
a tough draw in the world 
championship, so I can’t 
take it easy,” she said.

“It is not like that I can 

relax till the pre-quarter-
finals. It is a draw of 64. I 
will play Fitriani in my first 
game. I have played her 
before. She is playing well 
and anything can happen.” 

Her epic final against 
Japan’s Nozomi Okuhara 
at Glasgow last year went 
down as one of the greatest 
matches of all time clock-
ing 110 minutes and Sind-
hu might have to upstage 
the defending champion as 
the two finalists are drawn 
to meet in the quarterfi-
nals.

“I know everyone is 
talking about Nozomi and 
my match but I can’t af-

ford to think so far ahead. 
Before that there is Sung Ji 
Hyun, who is not an easy 
player. Recently I have lost 
to her in Asia Badminton 
Championship, she has 
got good strokes and I can’t 
take her easy. So that round 
would be equally impor-
tant,” she said.

Remind her  of  the 
Glasgow final and Sindhu 
says: “I take that (match) 
in a positive way because it 
was a good game. She also 
played well. But it is over 
now and it is a new start 
and another new year of 
world championship.” 

Sindhu had played No-

Navi Mumbai, July 25 
(IANS): Chennaiyin FC 
head coach John Gregory 
was on Wednesday be-
stowed with the Association 
of Indian Football Coaches 
(AIFC) ISL Coach of the Year 
award at AIFCs inaugural 
awards here. Gregory was 

on Tuesday evening recog-
nised for his achievement 
of guiding Chennaiyin FC 
to their second ISL title in 
March this year, in what is 
his first ever coaching stint 
in India, according to a re-
lease on Wednesday.

“This award belongs to 

Madrid, July 25 (AFP): Portuguese 
winger Gelson Martins will join At-
letico Madrid from Lisbon-based 
Sporting on a five-year deal as a free 
agent, the Spanish club announced 
Wednesday.

The 23-year-old Portuguese in-
ternational was one of nine players to 
quit Sporting after they were attacked 
by hooded fans, soem armed with 
sticks, during a training session fol-
lowing their failure to qualify for next 
season’s Champions League.

“His speed and fine dribbling skills 
make him a valued addition to our 

Sydney, July 25 (Reuters): Former Australia 
captain Steve Smith will continue his return 
to competitive cricket in the Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) next month after 
signing up to replace Shakib Al Hasan in the 
Twenty20 league.

The 29-year-old batsman has already 
played in the Global T20 Canada League 
since being handed a 12-month ban from 
international and state cricket for his part 
in the ball-tampering scandal that rocked 
the game earlier this year.

Still the number one ranked test bats-
man in the world, Smith replaces Shakib in 
the Barbados Tridents side after the Bangla-
deshi all-rounder became “unavailable” for 
the tournament, organisers said.

“It is a huge blow to lose Shakib for the 
tournament but in Steve Smith we have 
a truly world-class replacement who can 
help to bring power to our batting line-up,” 
Tridents coach Robin Singh said in a news 
release.

“As a man who has played cricket at the 
highest level all over the world, we are very 
confident that Smith will be a big success 
with the Tridents.”

Budapest, July 25 (Reuters): 
Red Bull fancy their chances 
in the heat of the Hunga-
roring this weekend but 
given that no driver has 
won in Hungary and gone 
on to take the title in the 
same season since Michael 
Schumacher in 2004 Lewis 
Hamilton will not lose too 
much sleep about that.

While the prospect of 
a Daniel Ricciardo or Max 
Verstappen victory is of little 
real concern to Mercedes’ 
championship leader what 
really matters is beating 
Ferrari rival Sebastian Vettel 
before Formula One heads 
into the August break.

Hamilton came away 
from an epic German Grand 
Prix win last Sunday hav-
ing turned an eight-point 
deficit into a 17-point lead 
but he knows the stars were 
aligned for him in that race 
and a hurting Ferrari will 
come back strong.

 “It’s usually not our 
strongest track,” said Ham-
ilton, who has won a record 
five times at the circuit out-
side Budapest but never in a 
championship year.

Last year he sportingly 
handed back third place 
to team mate Valtteri Bot-
tas, despite 
the loss of 
champion-
ship points, 
a f t e r  t h e 
Finn had let 
him go past 
ear l ier  to 
try to chase 
d ow n  t h e 
Ferraris.

“It’s not a power cir-
cuit so hopefully this extra 
chunk of power that Ferrari 
have doesn’t serve them as 
well there and maybe we 
can have a decent fight with 
them,” added Hamilton at 
Hockenheim.

“But they’ve always 

been really good on tyres 
and that’s quite a hot track 
so undoubtedly they’ll con-
tinue to be fast but ... I’ve got 
high hopes for it still.

“Red Bull ... will be 
very quick, I’m sure, in the 
next races where it is really 
strong for them. So it should 

be a closely matched race.”
Australian Ricciardo, 

whose new deal with Red 
Bull is expected imminently, 
took engine penalties in 
Germany for tactical rea-
sons to give himself the best 
shot in Hungary.

That backfired as he 
retired from the race but the 

team say there should be no 
further penalties for a tight 
and twisty track that suits 
their car’s characteristics 
more than most.

Ricciardo won from 
pole in Monaco, a similarly 
slow track, and was trium-
phant in Hungary in 2014 

but he is also 
fifth overall 
and 82 points 
adrift of Ham-
ilton.

Verstap-
pen is a point 
b e h i n d  h i s 
team mate.

V e t t e l , 
who crashed out in Ger-
many while leading on a 
slippery track, will want to 
atone for his dramatic error 
and he too has plenty of 
reason to be confident.

The German has won 
two of the last three races 
in Hungary, including last 
year, and his car has the 

performance to worry Mer-
cedes.

The Ferrari engine has 
become a paddock talking 
point, with Hamilton and 
his team boss Toto Wolff 
impressed by their rivals’ 
evident improvement over 
the last two races with Vettel 
taking pole in Germany.

“In the cold light of day, 
we also know and recognise 
that we did not bring the 
quickest car to Hocken-
heim,” said Austrian Wolff 
after Hamilton went from 
14th to first to record an 
almost miraculous victory.

“Hungary will see an-
other tough fight with both 
Ferrari and Red Bull. It’s a 
high downforce track and 
on paper they should both 
be very fast in Budapest.

“However, if there’s one 
thing the German Grand 
Prix taught us, it’s the fact 
that predictions don’t deter-
mine race results.”

Buenos Aires, July 25 (IANS): Argentine 
Soccer Federation (AFA) president Claudio 
Tapia has called on fans to give superstar FC 
Barcelona forward Lionel Messi some time 
to come to a decision about his future with 
the national team.

“We have a lot of confidence in him. We 
have to leave him alone, let him get himself 
together, let him start his tournament in 
Spain and next year ... we’ll see,” Tapia told 
Radio Mitre on Tuesday.

Tapia said he was in contact with Messi, 
who was Argentina’s captain at the World 
Cup in Russia, last Friday, when the South 
American country celebrated Friends Day, 
reports EFE news agency.

“I think we have a good back-and-forth 
relationship,” the AFA president said, add-
ing that he thought Messi would want to 
continue playing with the national team.

Tapia said the 31-year-old Messi was “a 
big help financially for the AFA.”

The federation president said no one 
had been contacted yet about replacing 
Jorge Sampaoli as national team coach, 
adding that he would work with the AFA’s 
Executive Committee to select the next 
coach.

The AFA’s Executive Committee next 
scheduled meeting is on July 31.

Fans were extremely disappointed with 
the national team’s performance at the 
World Cup.

Argentina’s roster was headlined by 
Messi, who failed to score in the round of 
16 against France and had just one goal in 
the tournament.

At the World Cup, Croatia beat Argen-
tina 3-0 in the group phase, while eventual 
champion France knocked off the South 
American squad 4-3 in the round of 16.

Sampaoli used 57 different players in a 
World Cup cycle of 15 matches, finishing 
with a record of 7-4-4.

Dimapur, July 25 (EMN): 
The Wokha battalion of 
Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
conducted a friendly vol-
leyball match between 
the troops of Assam Ri-
fles and local youths of 
Tseminyu at Tseminyu 
on July 24 according to a 
press note from HQ IGAR 
(North).

The friendly match 
was aimed at bridging 
the gap between security 
forces, traditional bodies 
and local youth and also 
to promote the theme 
of peace and harmony, 
sports and physical fit-
ness in the region.

Mumbai, July 25 (IANS): 
Former India cricket cap-
tain Sourav Ganguly says he 
has a lot of hope from India 
skipper Virat Kohli.

Ganguly shared his 
hopes from Kohli on the 
“Breakfast with Champi-
ons” show hosted by Gaurav 
Kapur, a statement said. 

“When Virat Kohli plays, 
wherever you are you will 
come and watch that be-
cause he is playing. That is 
his impact. When you look 
at him, you will get to know 
that this Man has a mis-
sion of making his team the 

best,” Ganguly said. 
Ganguly says he and 

the nation believes in Kohli, 
who tied the knot with Bol-
lywood actress Anushka 
Sharma in an intimate af-
fair in Tuscany, Italy, last 
December.

“There is fitness and 
yo -yo test. People criticize 
it but there is a reason be-
hind these tests. You have 
to be mentally tough. Now 
cricket is fitness oriented 
and sports has changed over 
the years. I have lot of hopes 
on Virat Kohli and nation 
believes in him,” he added.

zomi in the finals of Thai-
land Open last week and 
she said it will help in her 
preparation if she needs to 
face her again in the world 
championship.

“Yes (it helps), every-
time we have played, it has 
been very competitive in 
all the tournaments. She 
won at the worlds, I won at 
Korea, then she beat me at 
Japan and I defeated her at 
the All England. So basical-
ly our game is equal and it 
is a matter of those crucial 
2-3 points that has made 
a difference,” Sindhu said. 

Talking about Asian 
Games, Sindhu said: “Asian 
Games is going to be a 
tough one but I think the 
standard and quality will 
be like any other super 
series events . I mean apart 
from Carolina Marin, all 
the rest of the Asian players 
would be there, so it will be 
difficult.”

Asked to rate her per-
formance this year, Sindhu 
said: “I am happy with my 
progress. It’s been good so 
far. I am very happy that 
I could reach the finals in 
CWG and if I could have 
played well in the second 
game, it could have been 
three games. 

“I was a little bit tired 
as I had an ankle sprain 
but I came back and I took 
the silver in a positive 
way because I had won a 
bronze the last time, so I 
was happy to win the silver. 
Hopefully it will be a gold 
next time.

David Warner, Smith’s former vice 
captain who is serving a similar 12-month 
ban for his role in the scandal, will also be 
turning out in the CPL having replaced 
D’Arcy Short at the St Lucia Stars when the 
all-rounder was called up by Australia ‘A’.

the entire coaching staff, 
management and everyone 
else associated with Chen-
naiyin FC for the fantastic 
last season. I am excited 
to return to India in a few 
weeks and begin the new 
campaign as champions 
and defend our ISL title,” 
Gregory said on receiving 
the award through a video 
message from London, as 
he couldn’t be present for 
the event at the DY Patil 
School of Medicine. 

“The support of a body 
like AIFC is extremely im-
portant for the entire fra-
ternity of coaches. From all 
of us at Chennaiyin FC, we 
would be glad to help the 
aspiring coaches out there 
in their endeavours. They 
are most welcome at our 
club!” 

Formed in December 

2017, the AIFC is the pre-
mier association for coach-
es in India and is recognised 
by the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF). Its aim 
is to advance and improve 
football coaching through 
education, exchange of 
ideas and welfare of coach-
es in India.

Under Gregory, Chen-
naiyin FC won their second 
ISL title on March 17 2018 
by beating hosts Bengaluru 
FC 3-2 in the final and fin-
ished the campaign with an 
eight-game unbeaten run. 
That victory also ensured 
Gregory’s CFC side a place 
in the 2019 AFC Cup.

The 64-year-old Eng-
lishman has already been 
retained by the two-time 
ISL champions as he signed 
a one-year extension back 
in March.

team and a threat to the op-
position’s defenders,” the club 
said in a statement.

Martins has played 140 
matches for Sporting Lisbon 
and scored 27 goals and given 
30 assists. He made his debut 
for Sporting in 2015 when he 
was just 19 years old.

He has been capped 19 
times for Portugal and was 
part of their squad for the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, appearing 
as a substitute in the 1-0 win 
over Morocco.
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Benjamin Pavard's first and only goal so far for France has won him the 2018 FIFA World Cup's Goal of 
the Tournament.

Arsenal's Mesut Ozil of Germany attends a training session in Singapore on July 25.

Players of Vanguard FC (green) and Ziekezou SC in action during their league match at the Kohima local 
ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

Colombia's Nairo Quintana celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 
17th stage of the Tour de France on Wednesday, July 25.

Bayern Munich's German defender Jerome Boateng could be set to join 
French champions Paris Saint-Germain, according to Munich chairman 
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.

Ozil looks forward to friendlies; 
avoids retirement talk

Serena says she is victim of 
'discrimination' over drug tests

Bayern star Boateng poised for PSG move, if price is rightFrance's Pavard wins World 
Cup goal of the tournament

Goa MLAs want bullfighting to be legalised

Thomas keeps yellow as Quintana wins Tour's 17th stage

KFL: Vanguard FC stuns league leaders Ziekezou SC; 10-man Twenty XI hold on for a win
Merenla becomes first women referee in KFL-2

Singapore, July 25 (Re-
uters): Arsenal’s Mesut 
Ozil avoided any talk of 
the controversy surround-
ing his retirement from 
international football as 
the German midfielder 
opted to focus on the club’s 
pre-season friendly tour-
nament in Singapore on 
Wednesday.

The 29-year-old quit 
the national side on Sunday 
citing “racism and disre-
spect” due to his Turkish 
roots as key to the decision 
after he was singled out for 
criticism when Germany 
bombed out of the recent 
World Cup in the group 
stages.

Making his first public 
appearance since his retire-
ment statement triggered 
a bad-tempered debate in 
Germany about relations 
with its largest immigrant 
community, Ozil was all 
smiles at a fan event in 
Singapore.

“It’s very exciting to be 
in Singapore. It’s our sec-
ond time here and we really 
enjoy coming,” he told a 

gathering of Arsenal fans 
a day ahead of a friendly 
against Atletico Madrid at 
the National Stadium. They 
also play Paris St Germain 
on Sunday.

“We are expecting good 
matches against Paris St 
Germain and Atletico Ma-

drid. They are great teams 
with great players, it’s a test 
for us to get ready for the 
new season, so it’s some-
thing to look forward to.”

Ozil was also criticised 
for meeting Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
in May, where the pair were 

photographed holding up 
an Arsenal shirt, and he 
has yet to comment on his 
retirement since he an-
nounced it through social 
media.

Arsenal forward Reiss 
Nelson and midfielder Alex 
Iwobi sat alongside Ozil at 

Bengaluru, July 25 (Re-
uters): Serena Williams has 
accused anti-doping au-
thorities of “discrimination” 
because of the frequency 
with which she has been 
selected for random drug 
tests.

The 23-time Grand Slam 
winner had previously de-
scribed her treatment by the 
U.S. Anti-Doping Agency 
(USADA) as shocking and 
raised questions about the 
number of times she had 
been tested this year.

Williams expressed her 
frustration again on Tues-
day after a visit from doping 
officials.

“...and it’s that time of 
the day to get “randomly” 
drug tested and only test 
Serena,” the 36-year-old 
wrote on Twitter.

“Out of all the players 
it’s been proven I’m the one 
getting tested the most. 
Discrimination? I think so. 
At least I’ll be keeping the 
sport clean.”

A report published by 

website Deadspin in June 
revealed Williams had al-
ready been tested on five 
occasions in 2018 while 
other American players had 
been tested once or not 
at all.

Williams, who gave 
birth to daughter Olympia 
10 months ago, is working 
her way back on tour and 
her remarkable run to the 
Wimbledon final ensured 
she returned to the world’s 
top 30 in the WTA rankings 
this month.

Berlin, July 25 (AFP): Bay-
ern Munich centre-back 
Jerome Boateng could join 
Paris Saint-Germain pro-
viding the price is right, the 
German giants' chairman 
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge 
suggested on Wednesday.

"There is no direct con-
tact between the clubs at 
the moment, but there is 
contact between the agents, 
Jerome has two," Rum-
menigge said in Philadel-
phia on Bayern's tour of 
the USA.

"Now, we have to wait 
and see if we can find a 
base at the end of the day 
to get together and need to 
find a compensation that is 
acceptable to both sides," 
Rummenigge added.

PSG's German coach 
Thomas Tuchel reportedly 
met with Boateng before the 
World Cup in May, accord-
ing to magazine Sport Bild.

However, Bayern chair-

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 25 (EMN): 
Vanguard FC came from 
behind to beat league lead-
ers Ziekezou SC 4-2 during 
their league match at the 
ongoing 2nd Kohima Foot-
ball League at the Kohima 
local ground on Wednes-
day.

Despite the defeat, 
Ziekezou SC remained at 
the top of the table tem-
porarily with six points 
on better goal difference. 
Should Sechu Subza win 
on Thursday, the team will 
move above the league 
leaders at the top. While 
Vanguard with the win has 
four points and moved to 
the fourth position of the 
league.

In the match, Ziekezou 
SC opened their account 
through Alex Lhouviphre-
lie in the 12th minute and 
added the second goal 
again in the 23rd minute.

However a lacklus-
tre game from Ziekezou 

SC handed Vanguard FC 
Tseminyu the first goal in 
the 24th minute through 
skipper Yhunshalo Kemp 
and added his second 
goal two minutes later to 
equalise the scoreline.

Mathew Kezhose came 
to rescue for Vanguard FC 
in the second half as he 
scored a stunner in the 
62nd minute and scored his 
second goal a minute later 
to give Vanguard team the 
lead. Ziekezou SC failed to 
seize the opportunities that 
came their way and had to 
accept a defeat at the end of 
the match.
10-man Twenty XI FC hold 
on for a win
10-man Twenty XI FC nar-
rowly defeated United 16 
FC 2-1 in the second match 
to take the three points of 
the league match.

Viho’s red card in the 
80th minute gifted the op-
portunity for United 16 
to find their equaliser but 
the lacklustre game from 

the fan event in Singapore 
with the former admitting 
new coach Unai Emery had 
been very active in his first 
few training sessions with 
the club.

“Training has been 
good and Emery has been a 
major influence to what we 
are doing on the training 
ground,” the 18-year-old 
England youth interna-
tional said.

“He’s looking to bring 
through the young players 
as well... pushing them, so 
they will have a feeling they 
can shine under the new 
coach.”

Spaniard Emery, who 
has also managed Valencia, 
Sevilla and Paris St Ger-
main, was brought in to re-
place Arsene Wenger after 
the Frenchman ended his 
almost 22-year tenure at 
the helm of the North Lon-
don club at the conclusion 
of last season.

Arsenal open the new 
Premier League campaign 
with a home fixture against 
champions Manchester 
City on Aug. 12.

their side handed Twenty 
XI a win as they defended 
the score to register their 
second win in the league.

With the win, Twenty 
XI moved up second place 
temporarily with six points 
in the league table. United 
XI slumped to the bottom 
of the table with a point in 

three matches.
Twenty XI FC were 

a better half in the first 
half but couldn't find the 
rhythm to score as they 
wasted numerous occa-
sions to score.

While the best chance 
for United 16 came through 
Longkhoi but headed the 

ball off the target in the 
23th minute.

Twenty XI also got the 
chance to score but mid-
fielder Apoto Rhetso shot 
was blocked away by the 
keeper P Angki Konyak in 
the 45th minute to end the 
first half in a stalemate.

The second half, Twen-

Imli Merenla Jamir be-
came the first women 
referee to officiate in a 
match at the ongoing 
second edition of the 
Kohima Football League 
and also became one 
of the first to offici-
ate a football match in 
Nagaland’s history on 
Wednesday.

She was an assistant 
referee during the match 
played between Twenty 
XI FC and United 16 FC. 
Joy Chandra, an AIFF ref-
eree instructor officiated 
as the main referee for 
the first time while was 
supported by Micheal 
Dul and Imli Merenla 
Jamir as assistant referee 
with Priyo as the fourth 
official.

Merenla was also the 
fourth official on July 27 
during the match be-
tween Khriekesa FC and 
New Market FC.

ty XI regained the momen-
tum as Kelengoto James 
Kechu scored a stunner in 
the 54 minute to give the 
deserving lead.

Kechu than assisted 
the skipper Metol Neikha 
to score for Twenty XI to 
double the lead.

Angki Konyak did save 
another goal for United XI 
as skipper Metol shot was 
parried away in 71 minute 
to keep the team alive. Sub-
stitute Tianuksung made 
an immediate impact as he 
headed home a goal in the 
75th minute from a corner 
kick to give back a lifeline.

United 16 were given 
another opportunity as the 
referee awarded the first 
red card of the tournament 
to Viho for unsporting be-
haviour. But the team failed 
to score in the remaining 
minutes as Twenty XI held 
on for a win.

Thursday’s match
SechüZubza vs New Mar-

ket FC at 2 pm  

Serena Williams

man Uli Hoeness said no 
formal approach has yet 
been made.

"If there was a concrete 
offer, I would have been 
informed. That is not the 

Saint-Lary-Soulan (France), July 25 (AFP): 
Britain's Geraint Thomas moved a step 
closer to winning the Tour de France after 
pushing Sky teammate Chris Froome 
down the standings on a 17th stage won 
by Colombia's Nairo Quintana on Wednes-
day.

Thomas held an overnight lead of 1min 
39sec on compatriot Froome, but took it to 
2:31 after the four-time champion crossed 
the finish 1:36 behind Quintana and nearly 
a minute off Thomas.

Ireland's Dan Martin (UAE) finished 
second on the stage at 28secs behind 
Quintana, with Thomas third at 47 and 
Slovenian Primoz Roglic (Lotto-Jumbo) in 
fourth at 52.

Froome's failure to stay with Thomas 

in the final few kilometres of the 16 km 
climb to the finish of the Col du Portet 
amid a series of attacks by rivals means the 
Kenyan-born Briton is in danger of finish-
ing off the podium.

Dutch rival Tom Dumoulin, the 2017 
Giro d'Italia champion, finished behind 
Thomas but well ahead of Froome to move 
up to second place.

Welshman Thomas will start Thurs-
day's 18th stage, a mainly flat 171 km ride 
from Trie-sur-Blaise to Pau with a 1:59 lead 
on Sunweb team leader Dumoulin, with 
Froome in third. Friday's stage is the final 
day in the mountains, but has a downhill 
finish in Laruns. The final podium placings 
will be decided by the penultimate-stage 
time trial, over 31 km, on Saturday.

Paris, July 25 (AFP): France 
right-back Benjamin Pavard 
has won the 2018 World 
Cup goal of the tournament 
award for his stunning strike 
against Argentina, FIFA an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The 22-year-old Stutt-
gart defender ran onto a 
left-wing cross from Lu-

cas Hernandez and sent 
a right-footed half-volley 
spinning into the top corner 
to level eventual champions 
France's last-16 tie with 
Argentina at 2-2 in the 57th 
minute. France went on to 
win the game 4-3 before 
beating Croatia in the final 
on July 15.

Pavard's effort won a 
public vote to be named 
the best of the 169 goals 
scored in the tournament, 
seeing off competition from 
Colombian midfielder Juan 
Quintero's free-kick against 
Japan and Luka Modric's 
goal in Croatia's group-stage 
thumping of Argentina.

Panaji, July 25 (IANS): Goa lawmakers on 
Wednesday urged the state government to 
legalise bullfighting even as Animal Hus-
bandry Minister Mauvin Godinho assured 
the Assembly that he will lobby the Centre 
to get the banned sport legalised.

"I will fight for this actively and lobby in 
Delhi. This is something which the Goans 
love," Godinho told the Assembly even as 
legislators cutting across party lines de-
manded mulling of ways and means to get 
the ban revoked. "Our bullfighting is not 
like the ones involving matadors. There (in 

Spain) they kill bulls. Here, we rear bulls for 
the fights. It does not amount to cruelty. In 
fact, bullfighting is like boxing," Nationalist 
Congress Party MLA Churchill Alemao said.

Once a popular post-harvest sport, 
bullfighting or 'dhirio' was banned in Goa 
following orders of the Bombay High Court 
bench in Panaji in the 1990s. But bullfight-
ing is organised clandestinely in villages 
across the coastline. The Assembly in 2015 
had formed a house committee to explore 
ways to legalise bullfighting within the am-
bit of existing laws against animal cruelty.

case at the moment," said 
the Bayern boss.

Boateng, a 2014 World 
Cup winner with Germany, 
is currently valued at 45.5 
million euros ($53.2 mil-
lion).

He had a poor World 
Cup campaign after being 
sent off for two yellow cards 
in the last-gasp 2-1 win over 
Sweden and was suspended 
for the shock 2-0 defeat to 
South Korea, which con-
firmed Germany's exit after 
the group stages.

However, the burly 
centre-back has hinted at 
his desire to leave Bayern, 
who are reportedly chas-
ing Benjamin Pavard, Vfb 
Stuttgart's French World 
Cup winner who can play 
right-back or centre-back.

"Basically, we have 
enough players in the po-
sition, both quantitatively 
and qualitatively," said 
Rummenigge, in regards 

to Boateng, with Bayern 
centre-backs Mats Hum-
mels and Niklas Suele both 
in the Germany squad.

However, the biggest 
stumbling block to a pos-
sible transfer for Boateng to 
Paris is likely to be UEFA's 
financial fairplay rules, 
which forbids clubs from 
spending more than they 
earn.

In the last 12 months, 
French champions PSG, 
one of the world's wealthi-
est clubs and owned by Qa-
tari shareholders, bought 
Brazil star Neymar, for a 
world record 222 million 
euros from Barcelona, and 
Kylian Mbappe, for 180 mil-
lion euros from Monaco.

Earlier this month, Eu-
ropean football's govern-
ing body UEFA reopened 
a financial fair play case 
a g a i n s t  b i g - s p e n d i n g 
PSG over the Neymar and 
Mbappe transfers.


