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Local vendors in Mokokchung sell catfish and dried fish following the ban on fish import in Nagaland. (File Photo) EM Images
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Longrangty Longchar
Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The fish market in Nagaland 
is taking a beating following 
the ban on fish imports to 
the state after the discovery 
of formalin-treated fish. 
Formalin is a toxic chemical 
this month and the sub-
sequent blanket ban that 
was imposed by the state’s 
authorities. 

Formalin is a toxic 
chemical used to preserve 
bodies and prevent its decay 
in mortuaries. It is derived 
from formaldehyde, po-
tentially a cancer-inducing 
chemical.

The news about the 
rampant use of formalin 
to preserve the otherwise 
easily decomposable food 
product came as a shock but 
the discovery and ban was 
welcomed from all quarters. 
The governments of Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Goa, 
Kerela etc., also banned 
the import of fish into their 
respective state for a certain 
period of time. In Nagaland, 
the ban will stand for three 
months. 

Amid an issue that has 
been overshadowed by 
health concerns, one thing 
that remains unaddressed is 
the question about how the 
'fish ban’ has been affecting 
the local economy.  

"While we welcome the 
activity of the Food Safety 
department in finding out 
about the formalin laced fish 
being sold in the market, yet 
we are also concerned about 
the wellbeing and liveli-
hood of the fish vendors," 
said Tsukti Longkumer, the 

New Delhi, July 24 (India 
Science Wire) :  1. The To-
tal Lunar eclipse on the 
intervening night of July 27 
and 28 will last about 103 
minutes and be the longest 
for 21st century. The longest 
total lunar eclipse of the last 
century happened in its last 
year on July 16, 2000. It had 
lasted nearly four minutes 
longer, at 1 hour and 46.4 
minutes.

People in Asia and Africa 
will get the best views of the 
eclipse. Those in Europe, 
South America and Aus-
tralia will see partial views. 
It will not be visible in North 
America and Antarctica.

In India, the eclipse will 
commence at 22:42:48 on 
July 27 and end at 05:00:05 
on July 28th.  

2. The alignment of the 
centers of Sun, the Earth 
and the Moon, and the 
distance of the Moon from 
Earth at the time of eclipse 
combine to determine its 
duration. This time the 
centers of the three ce-
lestial bodies are almost 
in a straight line, and the 
Moon will be near its far-
thest point from Earth. 
Since the moon will be at 
its most distant, it will be 
at its smallest. So, it will 
take more time to cross the 
Earth’s shadow, making the 
eclipse last longer. 

3. While the Purns 
claimed that eclipses were 
caused by demons Rhu 
and Ketu devouring Sun 
and Moon occasionally, 
ryabhata (476–550 CE) 
propounded a scientific 
theory of eclipses. He es-
tablished that when Earth 

comes in between Sun and 
Moon, Earth’s shadow falls 
on the Moon resulting in 
lunar eclipse and when the 
Moon is in between Sun and 
Earth, Moon’s shadow on 
Earth causes solar eclipse. 
Hence, lunar eclipses oc-
cur only on a Poornima 
day when Sun and Moon 
are on the opposite sides of 
Earth and solar eclipses oc-
cur only on Amavasya day 
when both are on the same 
side of Earth.  

4. As eclipses are noting 
but shadow play, no mys-
terious rays emanate.  It is 
completely safe to watch a 
lunar eclipse and no special 
equipment is needed to see 
it.  However, one should 
take precautions to watch a 
solar eclipse because of the 

brightness of the Sun. 
5 .  A l t h o u g h  l i g h t 

from the Sun cannot pass 
through the solid part of 
Earth, the thin atmosphere 
enveloping Earth not only 
permits light rays to pen-
etrate but also refract the 
rays towards the Moon. 
Most of the blue light from 
the Sun is filtered out by 
Earth’s atmosphere making 
the sky appear blue, and 
the least scattered red light 
seeps through the atmos-
phere and reach the  moon 
and makes the moon look 
red. This time, as the cent-
ers of the Sun, Earth and 
Moon are nearly aligned in 
a straight line during the 
total eclipse phase, only 
a minimal amount of sun 
light would seep through 
the atmosphere and con-
sequently the Moon will 
appear ‘dark’.

6. Take a one rupee coin 
and look at the shadow 
cast by it. We can easily see 
that the central part of the 
shadow is dark but towards 
the edge it is defused. The 
darker part of the shadow 
is called Umbra region and 
the lighter part Penumbra 
region. Likewise Earth also 
casts both umberal and 
penumbral shadows.  

For untrained eye, the 
entry of Moon into the pe-
numbral shadow region 
of the Earth at about 10:53 
p.m will not be noticeable.  
However as more part of 
the Moon’s disc is covered 
by the penumbral shadow 
one can witness a steady 
decrease in brightness. 

At about 11:54 pm the 
Moon will enter the umbral 
shadow. It would be dra-
matic to watch darkness 
slowly and steadily creeping 
over the face of full moon. 

7. On July 27, the night 
sky will be studded with 
another red shining object 
– Mars. On that day Mars 
is also nearly opposite to 
Sun and hence very close 
to Earth. Red Mars and Red 
Moon will dazzle in the 
night sky. 

8. Around 12:30 mid 
night totality would com-
mence. For about next one 
hour the Moon will be com-
pletely inside the shadow 
of the Earth. It would be 

enchanting to watch the 
colour of moon change 
from crimson to brick red 
to many darker hues of red. 

9. Normally the Sun-
Earth-Moon are not aligned 
so perfectly and light es-
capes through the atmos-
phere of Earth and makes 
the Moon glow reddish in 
colour. However this time 

Sun-Earth-Moon are in 
near perfect straight line 
that the Moon will be dark. 
At 1:51:27 a.m. July 28 the 
Moon will be so dark and 
dim that it may not be even 
visible. That will be the peak 
of the total lunar eclipse. 
Soon the colour would start 
returning. 

10. In a year there can 

be as many as 7 eclipses and 
as low as just 2. They can oc-
cur in the combination of 4 
solar and 3 lunar or 5 solar 
and 2 lunar. If there were 
only two, then both of them 
would be solar eclipses. 

(With inputs from the 
POEC of Astronomical 

Society of India)

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, July 24 (EMN): 
After a ‘deliberate discus-
sion and understanding’ 
with sand businessmen 
in Dimapur, a union of 
sand dealers in Diphu in 
Assam has lifted an indefi-
nite ban they imposed on 
sand supply; supply shall 
resume ‘as normal.’

This was informed 
by office secretary Advin 
Teron of the Manja Local 
Sand & Stone Supplier 
Union (MLSSSU) here on 
today. It was also informed 
the meeting was held at 
Borlengri on July 19.

Talking to this corre-
spondent, Teron informed 
that the organisation 
had discussions with lo-
cal sand businessmen in 
Dimapur. The indefinite 
ban on supply of sand 
has been lifted and sup-
ply is on as before, it was 
informed. When asked 
whether their demand for 
INR 66 per cft was fulfilled, 
Teron said that although 
‘our earlier demand for 
INR 66 per cft is not yet 
fulfilled but we have come 
to point with understand-
ing so that our business is 
not lost.’ 

Parliament passes anti-graft Bill 
that punishes bribe givers too

Sand supply to Dimapur resumes 

New Delhi, July 24 (IANS): 
The Parliament on Tuesday 
passed an anti-corruption 
Bill that provides for pun-
ishment to bribe givers 
and takers, and extends 
prior nod for prosecution to 
former public officials with 
the Lok Sabha given its as-
sent to the law.

The Prevention of Cor-
ruption (Amendment) Bill, 
2018, passed by the lower 
house after a reply by Min-
ister of State for Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pen-
sions Jitendra Singh, was 
passed by Rajya Sabha last 
week.

In his reply, the min-
ister said the Bill provides 
safeguards to officers who 
perform their duties with 
honesty.

" We  h a v e  b r o u g h t 
amendments so that honest 
performing officer does not 
get intimidated or his initia-
tives get killed,” he said.

Singh said the "historic 
legislation" has provisions 
to ensure speedy trial in cor-
ruption cases.

"For any corruption 
case we will bring guidelines 
for decision to be ordinar-
ily given in two years," he 
said. The minister said the 

Nagaland government admits local fish production cannot meet state-wide demand  
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Date Locality/Colony

26th & 27th July Ganeshnagar, Doyapur, 
Dhansiripar, Razhaphe & 
Rangapahar Army Cantonment.

28th & 29th July Kuda, Walford, Rajbari & 
Adjoining Areas.

30th & 31st July Metha, Thahekhu, Dobhinalla, 
PWD, Forest, Duncan, Town Area, 
Signal.

1st & 2nd August Industrial Estate, Sub Jail, 
Referral, Lengrijan, DC Court, 
Chekiye, Naharbari, Thilihxu, Full 
Nagarjan, Power Grid.

Stage Phase Time (IST)

July 27 1 Moon enters penumbra 22:42:48

July 27 2 Moon enters umbra 23:53:52

July 28 3 Start of totality 00:59:39

July 28 4 Maximum eclipse 01:51:27

July 28 5 End of totality 02:43:14

July 28 6 Moon leaves umbra 03:49:02

July 28 7 Moon leaves penumbra 05:00:05

president of the Mokokc-
hung District Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries 
(MCCI). He asserted that the 
formalin-treated fish that 
was being sold in the market 
had nothing to do with the 
local vendors.

"Most didn't know what 
formalin is!" Longkumer 
said while appreciating lo-
cal fish vendors and whole-
salers for coming forward to 
‘desist from selling formalin 
laced fish in the market.’ 

"In Mokokchung, it 
was the fish vendors and 
the wholesalers who came 
forward to stop selling the 
fishes in the interest of the 
consumers," said the MCCI 
president. 

To the question of how 
the ban could be affecting 
the local economy, Long-
kumer estimated that 'four 

mini-truckload enters into 
Mokokchung with roughly 
two tonnes of different va-
rieties of fish,' which is esti-
mated to approximately 10 
lakh worth of transaction in 
the market. 

Fish vendors at Mokok-
chung town number about 
forty-five, and they are 
mostly local women. They 
are at a loss for the mo-
ment. The vendors had 
been doing their business, 
in a smaller way though, by 
selling live fish such as eels, 
catfish and other locally 
produced fish. 

"I think this is the right 
time for the government to 
promote the local fish prod-
ucts. The nodal agency, the 
fishery department should 
take the initiative and pro-
mote the locally produced 
fish in the market," the 

MCCI president said. 
Wokha town, which has 

about 30 fish stalls, is also 
feeling the pinch of the ban. 
The demand for fish has 
been mitigated to some ex-
tend by local fish especially 
those from the Doyang Riv-
er reservoir. However, it is 
learned that the fish from 
Doyang are sent mostly to 
the market in Kohima.  

"Hardly six to seven fish 
stalls are operating in Wok-
ha town at the moment. 
Some have resorted to sell-
ing chicken and other petty 
business," our correspond-
ent in Wokha reported.  

Kohima town also re-
ported a somewhat similar 
scenario. The capital town 
has a high population and 
is losing out on consider-
able revenue. A govern-
ment official at the Kohima 

Municipal Council (KMC), 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, welcomed the 
ban on fish despite loss of 
revenue in the market. The 
official said that the mat-
ter of public health cannot 
be compromised, but did 
share concern about the 
livelihood of the local fish 
vendors. 

Nagaland’s Food Safety 
commissioner, I Himato 
Zhimomi, spoke to Eastern 
Mirror. He said that fish 
import into Nagaland is 
welcomed ‘but it should not 
be treated with formalin.’ 
He conceded to the thought 
that local fish production 
cannot meet the state’s de-
mand. The officer disclosed 
to have written to the sec-
retary for Fisheries, govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh, 
regarding the issue. He re-

iterated that the Nagaland 
Food Safety department 
shall not compromise with 
the health of the citizens. 
He said that the time was 
perfect to promote local fish 
in the market. 

Zhimomi has also in-
formed about markets be-
ing organised by the Fishery 
department to market the 
local fish. 

Nonetheless, the market 
is in disarray at the mo-
ment. The state’s govern-
ment seems to be sleeping 
over the issue apart from 
banning sale of imported 
fish. The demand for fish in 
the market as a rich source 
of protein is falling short. 
It must be noted here that 
fish is among the healthi-
est foods on the planet. It 
is loaded with important 
nutrients such as protein 
and vitamin D. Fish is also 
the world's best source of 
omega-3 fatty acids, which 
is said to be important for 
the body and brains. 

The question that needs 
an answer as of now is the 
effect the ban is having on 
the local economy, and dai-
ly business transaction in 
the local market. Surely the 
fish vendors are waiting for 
an answer from the policy 
makers. The economy of 
the state must demand an 
answer now. 

The Assam government 
banned import and sale of 
fish from other states, on 
Tuesday, for a period of 10 
days following tests on sam-
ples that showed presence 
of cancer-causing chemical 
formalin.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): The department of Power has in-
formed that there will be “power shutdown to various parts 
of Dimapur from 4 am to 8 am as scheduled below:” 

A press release from the department on Tuesday in-
formed that the shutdown was forced by a proposed ‘upgra-
dation works on 132/33kV 100MVA transformer, installation 
of protection equipments, and strengthening and bus bar 
modification at Nagarjan sub-station.’

government aimed at taking 
strict measures against cor-
ruption while also ensuring 
good work atmosphere.

Referring to delay in ap-
pointment of Lokpal, he said 
the blame laid with Congress 
as it did not get enough seats 
for its leader to be recognised 
as the Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha.

The Leader of Opposi-
tion is a member of Lokpal 
selection panel. Singh said 
the government had sought 
to include the leader of the 
largest opposiiton party in 
the meetings concerning 
appointment of Lokpal.

Many members who 
took part in the debate 
stressed on the need for 
electoral reforms to curb 
corruption.

Some opposition mem-
bers accused the govern-
ment of "diluting" the anti-
corruption act through the 
amendments. They also 
cautioned the government 
over the provision to punish 
the bribe giver.

Shiv  Sena member 
Arvind Ganpat Sawant tar-
geted the Modi government 
over demonetisation and 
asked if its stated objectives 
had been achieved.

Citing some other deci-
sions related to the govern-
ment, he said "it is easy to 
talk about corruption and 
difficult to walk the talk".

He asked if expenses of 
a party meeting addressed 
by Prime Minister or a Chief 
Minister are borne by the 
exchequer or the political 
party concerned.

"Election is den of cor-
ruption, school admission is 
den of corruption," he said.

The Bill provides for im-
prisonment from three to 
seven years, besides fine, 
to those convicted of taking 
bribes. Bribe givers have 
also been included in the 
legislation for the first time 
and they can be punished 
with imprisonment up to 
seven years, fine, or both.
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Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): Under Sec-
tion 32 of Food Safety & Standard Act 
2006, the department of Health & 
Family Welfare Dimapur has directed 
all the food handlers and dealers in 
and around Dimapur, all manufac-
turing and processing units such as 
restaurants, bakeries, hotels, food 
stalls, package drinking water plant, 
ice cream factories ,and other edible 
food items shops to improve hygiene 
of their facilities/units within 14 days 
from the date of issue of this order.

Sales of food items without FSSAI 
Certification and use of prohibited 
chemicals in fruits and vegetables 
will be penalized as per the provi-
sions of Food Safety & Standard Act 
2006, the notification from the de-
parted stated. 

It also informed that regular 
surprise checking will be carried out 
after the 14 days grace period. De-
faulters will be penalized under the 
Food Safety & Standard Act 2006, the 
department cautioned.

Meanwhile, the department has 
thanked the officials representing 
various departments such as the 
district administration, Police, DMC, 
DCCI and Naga Council for their sup-
port and cooperation during the food 
safety drive carried out for the welfare 
of the public.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The department of Histo-
ry, Peren Government Col-
lege, visited the AZ Phizo 
Cave and Rani Gaidinliu 
Cave at Puilwa village in 
Peren District on July 21 as 
part of a study tour. A press 
release from the college 
on Tuesday informed that 
the tour team comprised 
of the History (Hons.) stu-
dents of the college from 
the first, third, and fifth se-
mesters who were guided 

by the faculty members 
with Namteibui Kenrang 
as tour guide and Nampeu 
Nza as a resource person.

The press note men-
tioned the importance 
of the caves in histori-
cal account which stated 
that the two caves were 
used as hide outs. In 1932 
while eluding the British-
ers, Rani Gaidinliu came to 
Puilwa village along with 
her followers and stayed in 
the cave for three days be-

fore her arrest on October 
17 1932. Later, on August 
30 1956 during the NNC 
Movement AZ Phizo came 
to Puilwa village accompa-
nied by his followers who 
was on his way to London 
via Myanmar. However, 
the Indian army followed 
Phizo and followers and 
attacked them at Puilwa 
village during which the 
NNC took shelter in the 
mercy of the cave, the re-
lease stated.

Kohima, July 24 (EMN): 
The Angami Youth Or-
ganisation (AYO) has ex-
pressed sadness over the 
demise of Rovi Nagi who 
passed away on July 24 at 
Vidima in Dimapur.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the organization said 
that ‘Nagi has made many 
contributions by serving 
in various capacities in 
its community as well as 
other Naga civil bodies till 
the time of his passing.’ 

While lamenting at the 
loss of a dedicated person 
whose absence would cre-
ate a vacuum in the com-
munity, AYO shared its 
sorrow with the bereaved 
family. The organization 
further prayed to the Al-
mighty to grant solace to 
the bereaved family and 
eternal rest to the depart-
ed soul.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The Lemse Federation 
Officers Ward of Tuen-
sang Town has conduct-
ed a cleanliness drive at 
the officers sector in Tu-
ensang town on July 24. 

A press release re-
ceived from the federa-
tion informed that  the 
cleanliness drive was car-
ried out with an aim to 
preserve ‘cleanliness and 

hygiene in the human 
environment’. 

Meanehile, the fed-
eration has expressed 
gratitude to residents for 
their cooperation and 
support towards the ‘hu-
manitarian works.’ The 
federation also urged 
upon the citizens of the 
town to maintain clean-
liness in their respective 
wards.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
As part of ‘extended Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan in the as-
pirational districts’, the 
Nagaland State Rural Live-
lihoods Mission (NSRLM) 
conducted ‘youth mela’ 
across five RD blocks of 
Kiphire district on July 18 
and the 19th.

A press release is-
sued by the COO (skills) 
NSRLM, Menuoneituo 
Chadi, informed that the 
mela was held as part 
of the Deen Dayal Upd-
hyaya Kaushalya Yojana 
(DDU-GKY), the skill de-
velopment and placement 
program of the Ministry 
of Rural Development 
(MoRD). 

During the mela, both 
educated as well as un-
educated unemployed ru-
ral youths gathered at the 
block headquarters to wit-
ness awareness program 
on skill development and 
placement, the release 
informed.

The mela conducted 

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The Angami Public Organi-
sation (APO) has expressed 
its appreciation to the gov-
ernment of Nagaland for 
taking positive initiatives 
towards good governance. 

A press release issued by 
the APO president and in-
forming &public secy. stated 
that the good governance is 
seen in “proactive decision 
taken to ban appointments 
sans sanctioned posts.” 
The initiative carries more 
weightage as the OM also 
includes criminal prosecu-
tions against erring officials 
by filing FIR in the Vigilance 

Commission and also to 
stop payment of pensionary 
benefits until the criminal 
case is disposed off, the APO 
stated.

The organization also 
appreciated the decision 
of the government on ‘the 
stand taken for the appoint-
ment to grade-IV posts in 
the districts which would 
be filled up by the respective 
indigenous inhabitants of 
the district only.’

Further, the APO as-
sured the government of its 
support for all the positive 
initiatives taken by it for the 
welfare of Naga people. 

Members of the district administration, police, Mon Town Council, and student leaders pose with expired grocery items, at Mon town.

Rio to attend ‘Vijay Diwas’ on 
July 26 
Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio will be attending 
the army’s ‘Vijay Diwas’ which will be observed at cap-
tain (late) Neikezhakuo Kenguruse, Mahavir Chakra 
Pheza War Memorial at Pheza village on July 26. A DIPR 
report stated that the Igar (north) is organizing the cer-
emony to commemorate its brave captain Kenguruse 
who breathed his last to the call of duty during Kargil 
War in 1999. Kargil Vijay Diwas is commemorated on 
26 July every year in honour of the Kargil War heroes. 

Dengue: Joint meeting of 
CMO and DMC 
The District Health Society Dimapur, under the 
National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme, 
will be organizing a joint meeting of the Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) and the Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) on dengue awareness on July 27 at 
Town Hall, Dimapur at 11 am. A press note from 
the District Programme Management unit has 
requested all the colonies / ward chairmen, GBs, 
Naga Council Dimapur, DCCI and NGOs to attend 
the programme for preparedness and prevention of 
outbreak of dengue and other vector borne diseases 
in and around Dimapur district.

NLA committee convenes 
meeting  
The chairman of the Committee on Public Under-
takings, Nagaland Legislative Assembly (NLA), Zale 
Neikha has convened a meeting of the committee 
for Oral Evidence with the departmental representa-
tives pertaining to NSMDC under the department of 
Geology and Mining, NHL, NIDC, NHHDC under the 
department of Industries and Commerce on July 31 
and August 1 at 11 am in the committee room of the 
Assembly Secretariat. A press release from the NLA 
commissioner-secretary has requested all the com-
mittee members to attend the meeting. 

Medical camp to be held at 
Kigwema village 
The Centenary Mercy Ministry of Kigwema Baptist 
Church in collaboration with a philanthropic medical 
team will be conducting a medical camp on July 29 
at Kigwema Baptist Church premises from 12 noon. 
The medical camp will be held under the aegis of 
the Angami Baptist Church Council, an update from 
DIPR informed. The medical team will consist of doc-
tors from various medical sections, nurses and lab 
technicians. In this connection, the Mercy Ministry 
has informed the village people, especially those who 
need medical attention with common ailments or 
diseases and other health related problems, to avail 
free check-up and other medical facilities.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): A team 
comprising district administra-
tion, police, Mon Town Council 
and Mon Town Students’ Union 
conducted a surprise checking in 
Mon town on July 23 and seized a 
huge cache of expired food items, 
cosmetics and drugs that were be-
ing sold in the market. 

Informing about the surprise 
checking, a DIPR report stated 
that the team conducted the 
inspection with regard to sale of 

duplicate and expired goods in 
the town. 

The defaulting business own-
ers were asked to present them-
selves in front of ADC HQ and 
administrator Mon town Council. 

Besides, other shopkeepers 
were also warned to desist from 
indulging in such malpractices 
and dispose of such items on their 
own. The district administration 
warned that heavy penalty and 
legal course of action will be taken 

against the defaulting shopkeep-
ers. 

The business community has 
been advised not to panic but 
to cooperate and deal with such 
checking in a most positive man-
ner. 

 The checking was led by 
Mon’s ADC Kumar Ramnikant, 
EAC Yanithung Ngullie, SDPO 
Vrinda Shukla, ASP Lanu Aier, DIO 
Ravi Ranjan Kumar and MTSU 
President Chingmei Konyak.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): The All 
Nagaland College Students’ Union 
(ANCSU) has cautioned the col-
lege students not to in indulge in 
any kind of ill practices in college 
uniform and loitering in college 
uniforms during the late evening 
hours. 

A press release issued by the un-
ion general secretary, Vimeyiekho 
Vitso and social and cultural secy. 
Keneitsituo Kense, acknowledged 
the various stakeholders and or-
ganizations for ensuring decency 
and discipline in their own respec-
tive jurisdiction for the students 
and the institutions. However, the 
union expressed deep anguish 
over the reported misconduct and 
unhealthy behaviors of college stu-
dents in uniform which has been 

reported to the union on different 
occasions. 

In this connection, the ANCSU 
‘once again’ strongly advised the 
college students to maintain strict 
discipline while in college uniform 
and within the institution. 

While informing that the union 
will also be activating its affili-
ated units to ensure that no college 
student in future tarnish the good 
identity of a college student, the un-
ion warned the college students not 
in indulge in any kind of ill practice 
in college uniform and discouraged 
the students from loitering around 
in college uniform during the late 
evening hours. 

While extending utmost soli-
darity to the concerned students’ 
bodies in the mission of upholding 

the integrity of a student, the union 
appealed “the house owners to give 
rent to college students with only 
proper/relatable guardian is made 
accountable for the student and 
that students indulging in alcoholic 
influence in uniform or in alcohol 
shop is absolutely banned”.   

In this connection the ANCSU 
asserted that the union, in its ca-
pacity and wisdom, will not hesi-
tate to take any action against those 
erring students who fail to acknowl-
edge the precautionary measures 
given by the union. 

 “ANCSU in its endeavor to 
deliver justice to the students’ 
community, the union anticipates 
better cooperation and support 
from the students’ community,” the 
release further added. 

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The president of the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD), Na-
galand State, Khetovi Kinny 
has listed out some of the 
problems being faced at VK 
Hospital in Zunheboto and 
appealed the chief minister 
to look into the matter at 
the earliest. 

A press release issued 
by the RJD, Nagaland State 
president, Khetovi Kinny, 
which was received here 
on Tuesday, stated that the 
condition at the VK Hospi-
tal is in a ‘pathetic condi-
tion with rusted furniture 
and equipments, and even 
the ceilings torn open.’  

Kinny said that he vis-
ited the hospital on July 
19 for a minor treatment 
and was shocked to see a 
‘crumbling structure called 
the VK Hospital’. 

“I was made to sit on a 
foldable rusted steel bed 
which was bind with a torn 
piece of cloth to prevent 
from crashing on the floor. 
No doctor was present and 

The dilapidated ceiling and wall of VK’s hospital in Zunheboto district. (Right) The approach road and footpath above the hospital.

Volunteers clean an area in Tuensang town.

the reason was that no 
quarter for the doctor was 
available. The doctor only 
comes sometimes and 
goes back. Three nurses 
were present who nursed 
by injury,” said the RJP 
state president. 

Kinny maintained that 
the VK Hospital is the most 
unhygienic medical centre 
that he has come across in 
the state with ‘filthy toilet, 

broken furniture, smelly 
rooms, dirty linens, cranky 
doors and windows’. He 
added that ‘the entire 
structure looked like it will 
crumble at the slightest 
gust of wind’. 

He further stated that 
the road leading to the 
hospital ‘was hardly visible’ 
owing to overgrown tall 
grasses and the footpath 
leading to the medical cen-

tre, laid with age old stones, 
have been mostly washed 
away. 

In this connection, he 
question how can such a 
medical centre effectively 
cater to the medical needs 
of the public when the road 
leading to it is almost in-
visible, the furniture and 
equipments all rusted and 
‘should have been dis-
posed’ off long time back. 

 He alleged that the 
hospital receives medi-
cines only once in a year 
“and that too when the 
medicines were just about 
to expire the next month”. 

 In this regard, the state 
RJP president stated that 
the Naga public has seen 
the amount of progress 
and development taking 
place in every part of the 
state for the last 15 years 

of DAN Government, “the 
longer period of which was 
headed by the present chief 
minister Neiphiu Rio.” 

He asserted that the 
public sees Rio as a man of 
words and deeds and ex-
pressed hope that equita-
ble development would be 
ushered in even this time 
as Rio heads the present 
people’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) government. 

Saying that the dynam-
ic leadership of Rio is well 
known not only within 
Nagaland but even in the 
entire northeast region, the 
state RJD president, on be-
half of the public of VK area 
‘humbly appealed’ Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio “to 
wholeheartedly intervene 
into the problems faced by 
the public of VK area and 
immediately repair/recon-
struct the entire structure 
of the VK hospital, con-
struct staff quarters and 
construct the approach 
road in the interest of the 
welfare of the people”.  

Students and members of the faculty of Peren Government College pose for the lens during their visit to caves 
at Puilwa village in Peren district.

A section of the youths who attended the seminar organized by the NSRLM, at Kiphire.

in the block headquarters 
was led by DRDA Kiphire 
project officer, Razukhru D 
Vasa and NSRLM assistant 
district program manager, 
Kiphire District Albert Yan-
dongse.

While giving a brief 

highlight about the DDU-
GK, the release stated that 
under this scheme, rural 
youths in the age group 
of 15-35 can undergo skill 
development and place-
ment free of cost which 
is inclusive of food, ac-

commodation, uniforms, 
learning materials and 
one-time travel to place of 
placement. 

 It stated that the DDU-
GKY program is imple-
mented on ‘Private-Public-
Partnership (PPP) mode’ 

where eligible organiza-
tions with valid perma-
nent registration number 
(PRN) can implement the 
program as Project Imple-
menting Partners (PIAs). 
In this connection, the re-
lease stated that there are 
5 PIAs viz. Nagaland Tool 
Room and Training Center, 
Pinnacle Skills, Dum Dum 
Bangiya Vidyapeeth, Gy-
anjyoti Foundation and E 
Centric are assigned train-
ing and placement target 
of 3940 rural youths for 
skill training and place-
ment. 

The release further in-
formed that the NSRLM 
will be organizing a one 
day job fair in Kiphire on 
July 30 in collaboration 
with YouthNet. 

During the job fair, it 
is expected that YouthNet 
representing its partner 
companies will be inter-
viewing rural youths and 
offering direct job letter to 
the successful candidates, 
the release added. 
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Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The lone Rajya Shaba MP 
from Nagaland, KG Kenye 
has written to the central 
government to instruct the 
departments and the con-
tractors to take the neces-
sary traffic related con-
struction site procedures 
and precautions while 
undertaking the road re-
pair/construction works 
on the National Highway 
between Dimapur and 
Kohima.  

A open letter by the 
Nagaland Rajya Shaba 
MP to the union minis-
ter of road transport on 
July 23 2018, which was 
made available to the me-
dia houses today, high-

lighted some pertinent 
issues related to the safety 
of the commuters plying 
on the National Highway 
between Dimapur and 
Kohima. 

The MP, while stat-
ing that the Dimapur to 
Kohima highway is be-
ing upgraded under the 
NHAI/NHIDCL scheme, 
expressed satisfaction 
that the work is being 
undertaken in full swing.

However, with the 
earthwork and the rock 
cutting work for the wid-
ening of the road also 
underway, and with the 
onset of the monsoon sea-
son, the road has become 
muddy and slippery. 

He alleged that the 
‘Highway construction 
work-zone and traf-
fic control codes as per 
procedures laid down by 
MORTH is nowhere to be 
seen’. 

He said that many sec-
tions of the road are dug 
up with no warning in-
dicators while some por-
tions do not have even the 
traffic diversion barricades 
that can be visible to ve-
hicles even during rain or 
at night which has made 
‘the ever present risk for 
vehicle drivers even more 
hazardous’. 

While admitting that 
many commuters, who 
travel on the highway on a 

regular basis, are apprecia-
tive of the up-gradation of 
the works being under-
taken, yet “the disappoint-
ing situation with regard 
to road safety has let us all 
down,” stated the parlia-
mentarian. 

 In this connection, the 
Rajya Shaba MP strongly 
urged the Union Minister, 
to take up on priority ba-
sis in the interest of public 
safety, ‘to kindly instruct 
the departments and the 
contractors to take the 
necessary traffic related 
construction site proce-
dures and precaution so 
that the commuters are 
not put at risk of acci-
dents’.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The Confederation of 
Chang Students’ Union 
(CCSU) conducted their 
second phase educational 
tour from June 19 to 21st. 
During the tour, the un-
ion covered 65 schools in 
the village areas. A press 
release from the union 
informed on Tuesday. 

The union found out 
that many schools were 
found in a deplorable con-
dition due to shortage of 
head masters or assist-
ant head masters, sub-
ject teachers, and general 
teachers.

The CCSU has come 
across many teachers who 
were absent from their as-
signed duties. Therefore, 
the union has deducted 
salary of the absentees 
with prior information 
with district education 

Mokokchung, July 24 
(EMN):  The Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) Youth Or-
ganization, Mokokchung 
Region  held its Flag hoist-
ing cum change of guards 
programme at its treas-
urer’s resident at Kichutip 
Ward on July 23 2018.

A press release issued 
by the General Secretary 
(Information & Public-
ity) of NDPP Youth Wing, 
Mokokchung Region, Im-
linungba, while informing 
about the programme, 
stated that the party’s 
youth org. will now be 
headed by Bendang Wall-

ing as the president who 
succeeded T Noklen Jamir. 

 The release disclosed 
that the NDPP’s youth 
treasurer’s residence was 
also officially dedicated  
by the Mokokchung re-
gion president N Bendang 
Jamir who hoisted the par-
ty flag to mark the occa-

Road construction: MP Kenye 
deplores lack of safety measures

CCSU warns truant teachers in Tuensang

Change of guard in NDPP Mkg. region Young org. leadership ‘Nagaland says no to plastic’ campaign 
conducted in Naga Bazaar colony

Texila American University offers meritorious scholarships

NCC cadets learn fire fighting drills

INPT to launch joint movement 
against Citizenship Bill

Sanitation 
awareness program 
held in Peren dist. Indian vegetarian diets 84% protein deficient — IDA

Governor urges students to transform society

statE/rEgioN

One of the schools that the CCSU is understood to have visited.

N Bendang Jamir hoisting the NDPP’s flag during the change of guard at Mokokchung on July 23.

Members of Coming Generation and Eco Angels pose for the lens with their banner.

PB Acharya with teachers and students during his visit to St. Joseph’s University on July 24.

Members from the Fire and Services demonstrating firefighting drills.

officer, SDEO and deputy 
commissioner under the 
notification ‘No work, No 
pay’. Further, the confed-
eration has warned all the 
teachers to be sincere and 
diligently perform their 
assigned duties and stated 
the CCSU will not com-

promise if found absent. 
The CCSU has ap-

pealed the department 
in concern to detach all 
the teachers who were 
appointed through back-
doors. 

It also seeks for the de-
partment’s interventions 

into the school buildings 
which are lying in a de-
pleted condition. 

The school environ-
ment should be in such a 
way where student finds it 
so appealing to attend the 
classes, the press release 
added.      

sion.  The party’s regional 
president, while speak-
ing at the dedication pro-
gramme, exhorted that the 
party workers that the PDA 
government has turned 
‘one and half years after it 
stormed to power in the 
state assembly election 
and has been sailing with-
out any hurdles imple-
menting its programmes 
and policies for the welfare 
of the Naga people’.  

In this regard, Jamir re-
minded the party workers 
that the youth org. is the 
is the backbone of party 
structure to provide man-
power and to carry out 
the party’s vision and pro-
grammes of the people, 
the release stated. 

Therefore, he strong-
ly urged the party youth 
workers to work with full 
sincerity and dedication 
to fulfil the aspiration of 
the party and the people 
of the state. 

Short speeches were 
delivered by the NDPP 
Mokokchung Region 
Treasurer, Pangerzulu, 
Youth Wing Treasurer, 
Dodenchang, the former 
youth org. president, T 
Noklen Jamir and the new-
ly appointed NDPP, Mkg 
Div. youth org. president 
Bendang Walling. 

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): the Coming 
Generation in collaboration with Eco 
Angels conducted “Nagaland says no to 
plastic” campaign under the “Nagaland 4 
change” project on July 22 at Naga Bazaar 
colony in Kohima. 

A press release issued by the associa-
tion on Tuesday informed that the main 
objective of the campaign was to discuss 
the causes, consequences and the alter-
natives of using plastic bags. 

The members also encouraged the 

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
State governor, PB Ach-
arya, has impressed upon 
the students not to be 
mere certificate graduate 
but people with ability to 
transform and reform the 
society through skillful 
education.

Acharya, who is the 
official visitor of the St. 
Joseph’s University, Di-
mapur, paid an official 
visit to the university on 
July 23 and attended the 
lecture on ‘Skill develop-
ment; making youth em-

ployable.’
Addressing the pro-

gramme, Acharya en-
couraged the students 
to enable themselves 
employable through ac-
quiring skills and not just 
mere certificate holders. 
He also urged St. Joseph 
University to take the lead 
in transforming the society 
through education.

He introduced to the 
students on various prime 
minister’s skill develop-
ment programmes and 
encouraged them to take 

up. Acharya also insisted 
upon the need to preserve 
the mother tongue, which 
according to him is the 
base of every society.

Dr. Ganadurai, the uni-
versity vice chancellor, 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress. In his address, he ex-
plained the unique nature 
of the university stating 
that the university is well 
ahead in implementing 
central government ap-
proved skill development 
programmes.

 He also stated that all 

the faculties in the uni-
versity would be doctor-
ate holders in two years 
time. 

The programme start-
ed with a prayer said by 
FR Justin, PRO of the uni-
versity, while the welcome 
address was delivered by 
Dr. A Kanchana, registrar 
of the university.

The program was at-
tended by Sr. Jagani, sec-
retary of the university; Sr. 
Thaines, administrator; 
and other official of the 
universities. 

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion (Gramin), PHED 
Peren held a sensitisation 
programme on ‘water and 
sanitation’ on July 23 at 
Peren town. 

An update from DIPR 
informed that the pro-
gramme was held at three 
venues of the nine town 
ward’s council hall where 
all members from the 
wards attended.

 The public were sensi-
tised on matters relating to 
water and sanitation, and 
the importance of build-
ing sanitary toilets in every 
household in the area.

It may be noted here 
that the PHED is under-
taking vigrous cleanli-
ness campaign under the  
Swacch Baharat Mission 
all over the state.

guwahati, July 24 (Pti): The Indian 
Dietetic Association (IDA) today 
stated that vegetarian diets in the 
country are 84 per cent protein de-
ficient, mainly due to lack of aware-
ness among the public.

Citing a study by market research 
firm IMRB, IDA said, “93 per cent of 
Indians are unaware of their ideal 
protein requirement and Indian 
vegetarian diets are worst affected 
with 84 per cent being deficient in 
protein, while 65 per cent of Indian 

non-vegetarian diets too deficient in 
protein. “On the backdrop of such 
alarming data, IDA has decided to 
run a campaign to educate consum-
ers about the importance of protein, 
a nutrient which is integral to our 
general health and well-being that 
impact every life stage,” the IDA said 
in a statement.

There should have clear under-
standing about importance and 
requirement of protein in terms of 
quality as well as quantity in daily 

diet, which is one gram per kg of 
body weight as per the recom-
mendation of the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR), the state-
ment said.

A recent study has revealed that 
over 70 per cent of Indian adults 
have poor muscle health character-
ized by lower muscle mass and body 
protein content, she said adding that 
low intake of protein and sedentary 
lifestyle are some of the reasons for 
this condition.

members to indulge the 
habit of using cloth bags.

Alternatives and feed-
backs were also received 
from the colony members. 
Discussion on whether to 
make Naga Bazaar colony 
a ‘plastic free zone’ was 
also discussed. 

The chief administra-
tor of the organization, 
Francis Ruangmei, also 
stated that the motive of 
the campaign was to en-
courage the people to in-
culcate the habit of using 
bio-degradable bags. 

According to Ruang-
mei, alternatives should 
first come from within 
each person only then 
the true change will fol-
low. 

“It depends on every 
individual whether to say 
no to plastic, when we say 
no than that is the time 
when the alternatives will 
follow,” he said.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
The Texila American Uni-
versity (TAU) in Guyana 
of South America has of-
fered scholarships up to 
INR 10 lakh for every mer-
itorious student. Updates 
on Tuesday informed. 

The TAU is the Medi-
cal  Counci l  of  India 

recognised medicine 
program. Most of the 
students aspiring to be-
come doctors find it dif-
ficult to get a medical seat 
as there are only 65000 
MBBS seats in medical 
colleges in India. There-
fore, TAU was established 
to provide an option for 

them to consider studying 
MBBS abroad, the press 
release stated.

Further, it informed 
that TAU admits students 
twice a year in March and 
September. Since for most 
Indian students academic 
results are declared in 
June, they prefer Septem-

ber session for admis-
sions

President of TAU, SP 
Saju Bhaskar said that 
the university is offering 
an opportunity to aspir-
ing students to fulfil their 
dreams of becoming doc-
tors by helping them with 
scholarship.

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): About 400 
cadets of the National Cadet Corp were 
trained by the Fire Brigade of Dimapur on 
fire fighting drills at the ongoing annual 
training camp of 24 Nagaland (Indep) 
Company at Livingstone Foundation 

Higher Secondary  School in Dimapur. 
Camp commandant of the training, 

Lt. Col. Vivek Shukla, informed that the 
cadets were acquainted with causes of fire 
and its prevention measures. 

The cadets were also given first hands 

agartala, July 24 (Pti): The Indigenous 
Nationalist Party of Twipra (INPT), a tribal 
regional party of Tripura, today said it 
would launch a joint movement against 
the proposed Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, after tying up with other parties of the 
North Eastern region.

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016 was introduced in the Lok Sabha 
to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955. A 
key amendment in the bill seeks to grant 
citizenship to persecuted minorities of 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan 
after six years of their residence in India.

“If this bill is passed, it would be disas-
trous for the indigenous people living in 
the North Eastern region.  We are meeting 
leaders of various parties and are working 
to take the lead in forging a unified front 
against the Bill,” INPT General Secretary 
Jagadish Debbarma told reporters.

Debbarma recently visited Assam 
and discussed the bill with Asom Gana 
Parishad founder and former chief minis-
ter Prafulla Mahanta and, AGP president 
Atul Bora and others. INPT president 

Bijoy Kumar Hrangkhawl also visited 
several states of the region since July 
16 and met Chief Executive Member of 
Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council 
(KHADC) in Meghalaya, he said.

Claiming that most members of 
the BJP-led North East Democratic Al-
liance (NEDA) are against the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill and demanding 
its immediate rollback, he said the Bill 
will endanger identity of tribal people in 
the NE. “The Asom Gana Parishad and 
the Bodo Peoples Front in Assam have 
demanded withdrawal of the Bill. Major 
regional parties in Meghalaya and Naga-
land also have done the same,” the INPT 
general secretary said. He also hinted that 
the INPT and several other regional par-
ties could form a front and fight the 2019 
Lok Sabha election unitedly to oppose 
the BJP.“The idea has not been explored 
yet. But regional parties with NEDA 
have started to oppose the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill. We will work together 
with all parties which are opposing the 
Bill,” he said.

on experience on han-
dling fire fighting equip-
ment brought by the fire 
brigade.  The fire brigade 
personnel demonstrated 
various drills during the 
awareness session.  

The demonstration 
by fire personnel was the 
culmination of training 
on disaster management 
which was going on for the 
last two days. 

 The camp comman-
dant expressed satisfac-
tion and informed that the 
cadets were adequately 
empowered to tackle situ-
ations of disaster in terms 
of earthquake, fire, and 
floods. 

The cadets would be 
able to assist the commu-
nity as the first responders 
and would be able to assist 
the civil administration in 
times of crisis, the camp   
commander stated
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Controversy over a boundary pillar 
in Tengnoupal district of Manipur

Centre the key to solving the MU crisis — Ibobi

‘Communal forces trying to hijack National Register of Citizens’

Left hold protest rallies against ‘murder 
of democracy’ in Bengal, Tripura

Manipur University: Student bodies suspend bandh; 
to continue with blockade on national highways

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 24 (EMN): 
Controversy over the loca-
tion of a boundary pillar 
in Manipur’s Tengnoupal 
district along the India-
Myanmar border has trig-
gered opposition from 
several civil society organi-
sations and political par-
ties since last month after 
villagers of Kwatha Khu-
nou, a border village locat-
ed near the Border Pillar 
(BP) No. 81 alleged that the 
Indian government moved 
a border pillar about 3 km 
into Manipur.

The issue came to light 
after Deputy Commis-
sioner A Tombikanta of 
Tengnoupal district led 
officials inspected the new 

BP No. 81 on June 22.
In view of the develop-

ment district authority 
had even issued prohibito-
ry orders every night (7pm 
to 4 am) 3 km around the 
India-Myanmar border 
for six months with effect 
from July 7.

To verify and oversee 
the situation, a three-
member central team 
headed by Joint Secretary 
Sripriya Ranganathan of 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) arrived here 
on a two-day visit to the 
state on Tuesday after-
noon.

 The other two mem-
bers are Joint secretary AV 
Dharma Reddy of Ministry 
of Home Affairs (Border 

Management I) and Lt 
General Girish Kumar of 
Surveyor General of India.

Soon after their arrival, 
the team held a meeting 
with functionaries of Unit-
ed Committee Manipur 
(UCM), a civil society or-
ganisation for an hour 
prior to their trip to the 
reported dispute site.

After the meeting, Gen-
eral Secretary Kh Athouba 
of UCM said that they’ve 
urged the MEA officials 
to request Myanmar au-
thority to review the past 
agreement and resurvey 
it together along with the 
people of Manipur. 

Athouba also admitted 
that the ultimate demand 
of the committee is resur-

vey of the entire boundary 
pillars along the Manipur 
sector without that noth-
ing is going to resolve the 
issue.

On Monday, Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh in-
formed the state assembly 
that the state government 
had urged the Central 
authority for resurvey/
re-demarcation as the 
people have apprehen-
sion regarding the alleged 
shifting of the position of 
the border pillar No.81. 
He also appealed to all 
political parties, other 
stakeholders and Kwatha 
villagers to give co-opera-
tion in solving the alleged 
disputed border pillar 
issue.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 24 (EMN): To  
solve the ongoing more 
than 50 days of crisis in 
Manipur University is in  
the hands of the centre. 
They can solve it anytime 
if they desire. This was 
stated by former chief 
minister and Opposition 
Leader Okram Ibobi Singh 
while speaking to media in 
connection with various 
issues the state is pres-
ently confronting during 
a press conference at con-
gress bhavan in Imphal on 
Tuesday.

T h e  p re s e n t  V i c e 
Chancellor can also be 
transferred to any good 
university such as the Al-
lahabad University in the 
country to resolve the is-
sue, if the central authority 
is willing to take up welfare 
activities for the students’ 
community in the state, 
he added.

It may be mentioned 
that Manipur University 
is currently in crisis after 
Manipur University Stu-
dents Union launched 
the shutdown on May 30 
demanding removal of 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 24 (EMN): The Joint 
Tribal Student Body Manipur 
( JTSBM) has suspended the in-
definite hill area bandh considering 
the hardships faced by the general 
public due to bandh,according to a 
media release.

In a release by Spokesperson 
Thangtinlen Haokip of the JTSBM 
said that they have decided to 
suspend the indefinite hill area 
bandh. However the agitation with 
blockade on national highways - 
Jiribam-Imphal,Moreh-Imphal and 
Dimapur-Imphal will continue.

The JTSBM called the indefinite 
hill area bandh from 6 am of July 23 
demanding return of normalcy in 
Manipur University, stringent ac-
tions against those involved in July 
13 Moreh terror incident, arrest of 
Kuki Students Organisation(KSO) 
activists for their alleged violent 
acts on July 6,2018 in Churachan-
dpur etc.

Even though they welcomed 
the decision to appoint a pro vice 
chancellor to assist the Vice Chan-
cellor (VC), the student body de-
nounced the decision of the all 
political parties meeting led by the 
chief minister on July 22 that the 
VC of Manipur University (MU) “be 
asked to proceed on leave pending 
the proceedings of the Fact Finding 

Committee.”
Meanwhile the All Tribal Stu-

dents Union Manipur (ATSUM) has 
condemned the calling of indefinite 
bandh in the name of the tribal. In 
a statement, secretary information 
publicity of the students union Mic-
ah Kamei said the ATSUM neither 
recognise any joint tribal organisa-
tions nor welcome mushrooming 
of the non-mandated organisation 
and appealed the media to au-
thenticate first to avoid confusion 
amongst the public. 

ATSUM has been working for 
the tribal students ever since it 
came into being as an apex tribal 
organisation.

On the other hand KSO general 
headquarters has claimed that the 
allegation regarding the unwanted 
act by KSO Churachandpur mem-
bers on July 6 has been investigated 
and found to be baseless and lack-
ing proper evidence.

KSO in a release to media said 
the central executive committee of 
the student organisation resolved 
that the bandh called in the hill are-
as of Manipur will not be supported. 
Government spokesperson assures
The Physical Efficiency Test (PET) 
for the recruitment of 139 different 
posts of Manipur Fire Service will 
be held in a transparent manner 
with full video recording, according 

to newly appointed state govern-
ment Spokesperson and Moirang 
constituency MLA P Saratchandra.
Speaking to media persons at a 
press conference held at the Durbar 
Hall of Chief Minister’s Secretariat, 
Saratchandra said that the State 
Government understands the ur-
gent need for filling up the vacan-
cies of the Manipur Fire Service to 
meet the manpower requirement 
of the department, which not only 
deals with fire-fighting but also with 
disaster management activities. 

The new step has been concep-
tualised by the State Government 
to ensure transparency and check 
manipulation of performance in 
the recruitment process, he added. 

The Spokesperson further said 
that a senior IPS officer has been 
appointed as the Director of the 
Manipur Fire Service so that it may 
function independently.

Sharing her view, Manipur Fire 
Service Director RK Meme said that 
everybody is welcome to lodge any 
complaint, if any, to her regarding 
the recruitment process. She said 
that appropriate action would be 
taken if any staff is found indulged 
in any form of wrongdoing. 

She also urged the media to 
come and inspect the PET which 
will begin tomorrow and continue 
till August 25 at Khuman Lampak.

PTI

Communist Party of India’s (Marxist) Sitaram Yechury and Tripura’s former Chief Minister Manik Sarkar 
attend a protest rally of Left parties in New Delhi on Tuesday.

EM Images

Former chief minister of Manipur Okram Ibobi Singh addressing the media on Tuesday in Imphal.

  Mirror Crossword 1888sud0ku 1728
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People
 6. Corrosive
 10. A semitic people
 14. Protective covering or shell
 15. Thing given sparingly
 16. Dirt
 17. A fishing net
 18. Child’s toy
 19. Certain
 20. Difficulty
 22. Pictures
 24. French for “Summers”
 25. Assigns fault or responsibility 

(archaic)
 26. Biblical name for “Palmyra”
 29. Erode
 30. Style
 31. Plasters with a coarse plaster
 37. “Ship of the desert”
 39. 22nd letter of the Greek alphabet
 40. City in Nebraska
 41. Group of Indic dialects
 44. Grain husks
 45. Look or bearing
 46. Loud harsh cry
 48. Act of dissent
 52. Large flightless Australian birds
 53. Countries on the eastern 

Mediterranean
 54. Unsafe or uncertain
 58. Avenues (abbrev.)
 59. Formerly
 61. Pertaining to a base
 62. Declined in strength
 63. Govern
 64. Assembles or modifies written 

material
 65. Untidyness
 66. Fortune teller
 67. Stop 

 DOWN
 1. American writer Ogden ____ 

(1902-1971)
 2. Region
 3. Chieftain
 4. Pronounced judgment 

against
 5. Very fast tempo (music)
 6. _____ Ababa, capital of 

Ethiopia
 7. Chicken pen
 8. Sick
 9. Samson’s downfall
 10. State in northeastern India
 11. French for “Red”
 12. Buenos _____, Argentina
 13. Holy or beatified (archaic)

 21. German for “Mister”
 23. _____ Polo
 25. Start
 26. Technician (abbrev.)
 27. Mountain range in 

southwest Kirghiz
 28. Expletive
 29. City in east-central China
 32. Group of 8
 33. Ambush
 34. Actress ____ Gilbert
 35. Defrost
 36. Became submerged
 38. Latin for “Light” 
 42. Female siblings

 43. Distinctive doctrines
 47. Canadian province and 

city
 48. Suffix indicating material-

forming cells
 49. Theatrical production
 50. Baking appliances
 51. Chores
 52. Go in
 54. Small island
 55. United States Information 

Agency
56. Rodents
57. Consequence
60. Regret
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the vice-chancellor Prof 
Adya Prasad Pandey over 
15 allegations of finan-
cial and administrative 
irregularities, including 
regular unofficial tours 
and violation of the uni-
versity act.

The agitation which 
was initially supported 
by Manipur University 
Teachers Association and 
Manipur University staffs 
association also draws the 

attention of the various 
civil society organisations 
and general public. Au-
thorities at Manipur Uni-
versity were forced to defer 
this year’s post-graduate 
examinations after the 
indefinite shutdown by 
students.

Congress leader Ibobi 
also criticised the ruling 
BJP led coalition govern-
ment in the state for not 
giving the opportunity to 

share their views while dis-
cussing important key is-
sues of the just concluded 
monsoon session of the 
state assembly. 

If we are given the op-
portunity the house could 
have discussed the key is-
sues of the state including 
border pillar, framework 
agreement, Manipur Uni-
versity, citizens (amend-
ment) bill 2016 in public 
interest, he felt.

Guwahati, July 24 (PTI): Noted 
intellectual Dr Hiren Gohain today 
claimed that communal forces, both 
Hindus and Muslims, are trying to 
hijack and derail the update process 
of the NRC by making provocative 
statements.

“The NRC is not a bad or com-
munal thing. But certain section is 
trying to give a communal colour to 
it. Communal forces of both Hindus 
and Muslims are interested in hi-
jacking and derailing the entire NRC 
process,” he said without elaborat-
ing. The Forum is concerned that 
certain international publications 
trying to project the update exercise 
of the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) as the beginning of an ethnic 
cleansing of Bengali speaking Mus-
lims, the political commentator told 
a press conference here.

The former professor of the Gau-

hati University also requested the 
government to think about the 
future prospects of those people 
whose names will be excluded from 
the final version of the NRC.

“An Independent Commission 
should be formed to see the future of 
those people not finding their names 
in the final list. They should not be 
pushed back like animals. The Com-
mission should think of how to deal 
with the situation to avoid any hu-
manitarian crisis here,” Gohain said.

On the chances of some genuine 
Indians getting excluded from the 
final list to be released on July 30, 
Gohain said there may be a few cases 
of denial of due rights, but those 
should not immediately construed 
as deliberate.

“In many cases, indigenous peo-
ple do not have any documentary 
evidence of their citizenships. No-

tices from the Foreigners Tribunals 
have reached to scores of non-Mus-
lim ethnic families also. These are 
due to mechanical and bureaucratic 
inhuman attitude,” he explained.

The NRC is being updated with 
March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date for 
legitimate claim to Indian citizen-
ship in Assam. The state which had 
faced influx of people from Bangla-
desh since the early 20th century, is 
the only state having an NRC, which 
was first prepared in 1951.

Gohain said Bangladesh is a poor 
country and may not readily agree to 
take back all the illegal immigrants 
from Assam after the NRC.

The first draft of the NRC was 
published during the intervening 
nights of December 31 and January 1 
this year, containing 1.9 crore names 
out of a total applications of 3.29 
crore people in Assam.

Agartala, July 24 (IANS): 
Left parties, as part of their 
nationwide protest against 
the “murder of democracy 
in West Bengal and Tripu-
ra”, held protest rallies in 
Tripura on Tuesday.

Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
Central Committee mem-
ber Badal Choudhury said 
that goons of the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party at-
tacked their protest rally 
in Udaipur (in southern 
Tripura’s Gomati district) 
injuring 20 Left party 
members, some of them 
hospitalised with serious 
conditions”.

Gomati district police 
chief Avula Ramesh Reddy 
said that the Left parties 
organised the protest rally 
without permission and 
some unidentified men 
threw stones injuring two 
people including a police-
man.

Addressing a protest 
rally here, another CPI-M 
Central Committee mem-
ber Bijan Dhar said that a 
total lawlessness prevail-
ing in Tripura after the 
BJP and IPFT (Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura) 
alliance government came 
to power in March.

“Democracy entirely 
throttled under the BJP-
led alliance government. 
Despite attacks on opposi-
tion parties every moment, 
police remained inactive, 
administration continued 
to be silent,”said Dhar, 
who is also the state secre-

tary of CPI-M.
The Left leader said 

attacks, clashes among 
BJP-IPFT workers in many 
parts of the state followed 
by road blockades, and ag-
itations by the ruling party 
supporters disrupted nor-
mal life almost every day.

“Life and livelihood 
have been ruined due to 
the misgovernance of the 
BJP-IPFT government. 
People should be united 
against the violence, mis-
rule and crisis of essen-
tials,” Dhar added.

“Four CPI-M members 
and leaders have been 

murdered in four months 
of BJP-IPFT governance. 
Thousands of party mem-
bers and supporters were 
attacked.”

According to Dhar, 
1,000 Left activists, includ-
ing 100 women, have suf-
fered injuries.

“Around 750 offices of 
the CPI-M and Left parties 
have either been burnt, at-
tacked or captured. Close 
to 200 offices of the Left 
mass organisations have 
been attacked and nearly 
150 have been forcibly oc-
cupied.

“Pradhans, chairmen 

and elected members of 
various local bodies in-
cluding the Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous Dis-
trict Council are being co-
erced either to resign or 
join the BJP,” Dhar added.

The Left parties held 
‘dharna’ outside Parlia-
ment on Tuesday where 
top Left leaders across the 
country took part in the 
demonstrations.

According to the CPI-
M leaders here, protest 
rallies were held in differ-
ent parts of the country 
including West Bengal on 
the issue.



OFFICE OF THE
JALUKIE TOWN AO STUDENTS’ UNION

~ FELICITATES ~ 
The Jalukie Ao students’ Union, in great honour would 

like to extends our heartiest congratulations to Ms. 
Rongpangnenla Ozukum, D/o, Mr. N.K. Nungsang Ozukum 
and Mrs. Apenla Jamir for her outstanding achievement, 
securing University Gold medal in Master of Science 
(Environmental Science) from Patkai Christian College 
(Autonomous) during 2018.

 We wish and pray for her further success in all her 
future Endeavour.

 A. PURCHIBA AIER General Secy
 Jalukie Town Ao Students’ Union TSUKJEMNUNGSANG
 President Jalukie Town Ao Students’ Union
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Kumari. VIZOKHRIENUO D/o LT. KEDUOLHOULIE ANGAMI, Pensioner 
resident of Tsiesema Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late Father-Pension P.O. No.NL/V/28659 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank 
A/C No.10530584260 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 11.06.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 18th July,2018 

KG-2696

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-304/18/3066-70          Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Kihika Chophy -Vrs- Shri. Imlitongzuk resident of Power House 
Colony Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 23/8/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Kihika Chophy 
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 247
Dag No: 330, Area: 00B-01K-10 Ls
North: Road, South: Bendangla Ao, 
East: Nezapemo, West: Tsungangthung

NOTICE

D-5776

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-306/18/3084-85   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Jiliki Mech -Vrs- Gulshan Mech resident of Naharbari Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before _________ 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Jiliki Mech
Village/Block No: Naharbari, Patta No: 349
Dag No: 85/589, Area: 00B-02K-15 Ls
North: Imsutula Jamir, South: Kalushuba / Muniram Mech, 
East: Approach Road, West: Jiliki Mech

NOTICE

D-5777

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-309/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Lionaro -Vrs- 
Imtila resident of Dimapur Town/Village  in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 23/8/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Lionaro
Village/Block No: 6, Patta No: 953
Dag No: 1706, Area: 00B-03K-16 Ls
North: Among Jamir, South: Industry Deptt, 
East: S.C Jamir, West: Lungre

NOTICE

D-5778

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-312/18/3110-11        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Jungpong Longkumer -Vrs- Shri. T. Supongmar Longchar resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 23/8/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Jungpong Longkumer 
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 520
Dag No: 37/493,665, Area: 00B-00K-19 Ls
North: Land of David, South: Approach Road, 
East: Vioto, West: Main Road

NOTICE

D-5779

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-310/18/3108-09        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
LUANGBE ZELIANG -Vrs- T. YASHITEMSU JAMIR resident of 
KEVIJAY COLONY Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before ………………
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: LUANGBE ZELIANG 
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 947
Dag No: 104/1052, Area: 00B-01K-03 Ls
North: YASH AO, South: App Road, 
East: LUANGBE ZELIANG, West: ANUNGBA

NOTICE

D-5783

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-308/18/3078-79        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Dr. Temjen Sosang -Vrs- L. Sosang Jamir resident of PWD Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before …………….
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Dr. Temjen Sosang 
Village/Block No: Ekaranipathar, Patta No: 1042
Dag No: 931/1254, Area: 00B-04K-61/2 Ls
North: Plot of Sentila, South: Approach Road, 
East: Sector Road, West: Plot of L. Achiba Jamir

NOTICE

D-5784

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-301/18/3020-21        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
P. Khetoho Chishi -Vrs- Lughozhe Swu G.B resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 24-8-18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: P. Khetoho Chishi 
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 774
Dag No: 212/929, Area: 00-03-07
North: Khoma Konyak, South: Lughoto Swu, 
East: Approach Road, West: Vitoho Sema

NOTICE

D-5785

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-303/18/3018-19        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Vitoho. T. Yepthomi -Vrs- Khehoni. Y. Kiba resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 24-08-18.

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Vitoho. T. Yepthomi 
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1678
Dag No: 104/2320, Area: 00-03-08
North: Approach Road, South: Vitoho, East: Akito, West: Ikeho

NOTICE

D-5786

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated Dimapur the 23rd July 2018

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.VLS-03/2018-D/3060-61      /Notice is hereby given 
that Smti. Sentimenla D/o Late. I. Nukshi Jamir 
has applied for correction of her father’s name to be 
corrected and recorded as Shri. Late. I. Nukshi Jamir in 
place of Late. Imenukshi reference to Affidavit Regd. 
Vide No.568/18, dtd.-27/03/2018 in the plot of land 
covered by Patta No.61 under Dag No.183 measuring 
an area of 00B-01K-08Ls at Nagarjan of Mouza No.3.

The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said plot of land and if any should be 
submitted to this Court in written within 1(one) month 
from the date of issue of this notice.

NOTICE

D-5782

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th July 18 

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.REV-1/90-D/                  / Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Moarenba resident of Dimapur 
who has applied for issue of mortgage clearance 
concerning to Patta No.1150, Dag No.133/1379 
measuring an area 00-0-19 ½ located at Block No/
Village.03, Mouza No.01 which has been mortgage 
in the NIDC Bank. 
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 01-08-18.

NOTICE

D-5787

DECLARATION OF NAME
I, Shri. SHITOHO KIHO S/o TOHEZU KIHO resident of OLD TOWN, ZUNHEBOTO, 
NAGALAND do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as follows.
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India, resident of the above mentioned address.
2. That my actual name is SHITOHO KIHO which is recorded in my all official 

documents, but due to ignorance my name is inadvertently recorded as SHITOHO T. 
in my INDIAN PASSPORT BEARING NO.E1756031.

3. That the above mentioned names SHITOHO KIHO & SHITOHO T. are one and same 
person which is refered to me.

4. That, from the date of this declaration, I shall use my name as SHITOHO KIHO in all 
official purpose and legal proceedings and at all times and occasions.

5. That the statements made in para 1-5 are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge &belief and nothing material is concealed therin.

Deponent
Solemnly affirm and declared before me by the deponent on this 21st day of 07 -2018 
at Zunheboto: Nagaland
Y Katovi Awomi
NOTARY PUBLIC D-5780

Regd.No.673/18    Date: 21.07.2018

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti. Shelley Damsel aged about 35 years daughter of late Hopeson resident of H/
No.299, Shokhuvi Village, Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
on oath as follows:-
1. That,I am a bonafide and low abiding citizen of India
2. That, my actual and correct official name is Shelley Damsel however in some 

of my official documents and correspondences my name is inadvertently entered/
recored as K.Damsel.

3. That, this affidavit is sworn solely for the purpose of declaring that my actual and 
correct official name is Shelly Damsel however in some of my official documents 
and correspondences my name is inadvertently entered/recorded as K.Damsel.

4. That, the contents from para1-3 are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief and nothing material has been concealed therein.

Deponent
Sworn before me
N. TOKALI SEMA
NOTARY PUBLIC D-5781

Regd.No.334/18 Dated: 20.7.18

In the Court of Shri. S. Hukato Swu, Principal Judge
Family Court

Dimapur, Nagaland
Summon for Settlement of Issue

(Order – V, Rule - 1,5,20)
Case No. Maintenance Case No.06/2014
Petitioner Smti. Temsusenla
Respondent No.12994554 Sep. Maongtoshi Ao

No.12994554 Sep. Maongtoshi Ao
S/o. Lt. Imliwati, 164 Inf, Bn Territorial Army, C/o 99 APO
Alt. /Add. C/o. L/NK Tongpangtongzuk Ao, SP’s Office, DEF
Dimapur, Nagaland

Whereas the above named petitioner has instituted a case against 
you for grant of Maintenance U/S 125 Cr. P.C-1973.

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Court in person or 
by pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions 
relating to the case on 28.08.2018 at 10:30 A.M. without fail.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date mentioned 
the case will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 16th day of 
July 2018.

Judge

To,

D-5788
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Maruti Suzuki launches 
advanced telematics solution

Indian money 
in Swiss banks 
fell 34.5% in 
2017 — Goyal
New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 
Indian deposits in Swiss 
banks fell by 34.5 per cent 
in 2017 and by 80 per 
cent since the Narendra 
Modi government came 
to power in 2014, Finance 
Minister Piyush Goyal said 
today, 

citing data from the 
global body of central 
banks, the Bank for In-
ternational Settlements 
(BIS).

He said this in Parlia-
ment rebutting reports 
last month, which quoted 
the Swiss National Bank, 
the country’s central bank, 
as saying in its annual re-
port that Indian deposits 
had risen by 50 per cent in 
2017. 

He told Rajya Sabha 
during question hour that 
he discussed the issue with 
Swiss authorities, who told 
him in a written reply that 
media reports “have not 
taken account of the way 
the (SNB) figures have to 
be interpreted.” 

Last month, PTI had 
reported SNB data that 
the money parked by Indi-
ans in Swiss banks rose to 
CHF 1.01 billion (Rs. 7,000 
crore) in 2017 after fall-
ing for three consecutive 
years. 

“The Swiss Authori-
ties say that the figures 
published by the Swiss 
National Bank are regu-
larly mentioned by the 
Indian media as a reliable 
indicator of the amount 
of assets held with Swiss 
financial institutions in 
respect of Indian citizens. 
They clarify how this is 
wrong. They say more of-
ten than not, the media 
reports have not taken 
into account the way the 
figures have to be inter-
preted which has resulted 
in misleading headlines 
and analysis. This is (the 
Swiss) government re-
sponse,” he said.

Goyal said according 
to Swiss authorities, the 
more reliable data source 
for deposits held in Swit-
zerland is the Locational 
Banking Statistics (LBS) of 
Bank of International Set-
tlements.

LBS measures inter-
national banking activity 
from a residence perspec-
tive, focusing on the loca-
tion of banking office and 
captures around 95 per 
cent of all cross-border 
banking activity. 

He said SNB data in-
cludes non-deposit li-
abilities, business of Swiss 
branches located in India, 
inter-bank transactions 
and fiduciary liability. BIS 
data show non-bank loans 
and deposits -- which con-
stitute the individual and 
corporate deposits and ex-
clude inter bank transac-
tions -- have fallen by 34.5 
per cent in 2017 to USD 
524 million compared to 
USD 800 million in 2016, 
he said and vowed to 
continue the crackdown 
against black money.

“Further, there has 
been significant reduction 
in Swiss non-bank loans 
and deposits of Indians 
by 80.2 per cent between 
2013 and 2017,” he said 
adding the figure in 2013 
was USD 2.6 billion which 
came down to USD 2.3 bil-
lion in 2014 and USD 1.4 
billion 2015.

HP unveils new series of Elite notebooks
New Delhi, July 24 
(IANS): Global PC and 
printing major HP Inc 
on Tuesday unveiled a 
new line-up of its Elite 
series of notebooks and 
desktops in India that in-
cludes the world’s small-
est business convertible 
and detachable for a se-
cure modern workplace.

The HP Elite 1000 de-
vices include a full suite 
of solutions, including 
the HP Endpoint Secu-
rity Controller, HP Sure 

Start Gen4 and HP “Sure 
Run”.

“HP EliteBook 
x360 1030 G3” costs Rs 
149,900 while “HP Elite 
x2 1013 G3” is available 
for a starting price of Rs 
179,900.

“HP EliteBook 1050 
G1” is expected to be 
available in July for Rs 
159,900 and “HP Elit-
eOne 1000 AiO G2” be-
tween August to Septem-
ber for Rs 173,645 (all 
starting prices).

“From the first stage 
of design through fi-
nal delivery, we build a 
symbiotic relationship 
between digital life and 
security, continually de-
livering the most secure 
business devices on the 
market and making life 
safer for everyone, eve-
rywhere,” said Vickram 
Bedi, Senior Director, 
Personal Systems, HP 
Inc. India.

The “HP EliteBook 
x360 1030 G3” is the first 

device to feature option-
al HP “Sure Recover with 
Embedded Reimaging”. 
This option stores the 
software system image 
in embedded memory, 
ensuring data recovery 
even if the hard drive is 
wiped and no network 
connection is available.

Touted as the world’s 
smallest business con-
vertible, “HP EliteBook 
x360 1030 G3” is just 15.8 
mm thin with up to 18 
hours of battery life.

“HP Elite x2 1013 G3” 
now fits a 13-inch dis-
play into a 12-inch chas-
sis, making it the world’s 
smallest business de-
tachable. 

For the truly mobile 
professional, this device 
is the world’s first de-
tachable and tablet with 
an integrated privacy 
screen and Intel Quad 
Core vPro processors.

“HP EliteBook 1050 
G1” comes with NVID-
IA GeForce GTX 1050 

graphics and up to 4TB 
of SSD storage, the com-
pany said in a statement. 

Along with the op-
tional HP privacy cam-
era to protect the web-
cam against malicious 
surveillance, the device 
has up to 16 hours of 
battery life.

“HP EliteOne 1000 
AiO G2” is the world’s 
first business class 34-
inch curved AiO with 
discrete graphics and a 
flexible design.

New Delhi, July 24 (IANS): Automobile 
major Maruti Suzuki on Tuesday launched 
an advanced telematics solution -- Suzuki 
Connect -- for its Nexa customers to man-
age a host of services such as emergency 
alerts, vehicle tracking and car assistance.

According to the company, the solu-
tion is priced at Rs 9,999 (inclusive of tax-
es) for a three year subscription.

“Suzuki Connect is an advanced 
telematics solution developed and tested 
in India to offer seamless connected car 
experience to car owners,” Maruti Suzuki’s 
Senior Executive Director, Marketing and 
Sales R.S. Kalsi was quoted as saying in a 
statement. 

“A nationwide extensive study was 
conducted to understand the challenges 
that Indian car owners face daily and their 
expectations from these solutions. Unlike 
other OBD (On-board diagnostics) based 
telematics solutions available in market, 
‘Suzuki Connect’ is a TCU (Telematics 
Control Unit) based solution which is bet-

ter, safer and more user friendly.”
As per the statement, ‘Suzuki Connect’ 

will be available as an option that can be 
installed by customers in their cars across 
the company’s Nexa network in the coun-
try.

The system utilises a TCU which ex-
changes information through a cellular 
network with a centralised server con-
nected to Nexa customer care (subject to 
applicable terms and conditions of the 
NEXA app).

“Once installed and connected with 
smartphone through the Nexa App, cus-
tomers can experience its progressive 
features like emergency alerts, vehicle 
tracking, driving behaviour analysis, 
car assistance, driving analytics report 
amongst a host of other features,” the 
statement said.

The company’s Nexa range of cars in-
clude crossover vehicle S-cross, high-end 
hatchback Baleno, sedan Ciaz and hatch-
back Ignis.
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Political Instigators 
of Crime

A 
new law will soon enter the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC). Provisions will be set for stricter punish-
ment of those who are found guilty of mob 
lynching. A few days ago, the Supreme Court 

suggested that the Centre examine the pros and cons of 
enacting such a law. On its part, the central government 
too, without wasting any time formed two committees. 
One is headed by a Union Home minister and the other 
is headed by a Union Home secretary.

But the million-dollar question is whether the new 
law would be able to stop the growing cases of lynch-
ing in the country. Lawmakers are hopeful that it will 
be. But those who are aware of the ground realities are 
not enthusiastic. According to them, a new law will not 
serve any purpose till the offenders are deprived of po-
litical patronage. They point out that people involved in 
such crimes do not fear the law because of political pa-
tronage they enjoy. They know that the law might also 
get diluted in their favour as long as their masters are 
in power. On the other hand, the masters will do eve-
rything possible to get the support of such people to 
remain in power.

Clearly this ‘give and take’ policy of political masters 
and their followers has turned into a vicious cycle. To 
grab power, political leaders are indulging the goons 
and, taking advantage of the dependence, the goons 
are committing such crimes. A close scrutiny of lynch-
ing incidents in Rajasthan will prove this fact. In the 
recent times Rajasthan, the land of sun and sand, has 
earned the dubious distinction of being the lynching 
capital of India. What transformed Rajasthan? The an-
swer is simple: It is not possible for any political party to 
please all its cadres as everyone cannot be ministers or 
MLAs. So the ruling party in Rajasthan floated a novel 
plan to keep its supporters busy and inject a feeling of 
being close to power —they formed various groups in 
the name of protecting cows, preventing inter-religion 
marriages (“Love Jihad”), etc.

While doing so, the political leaders thought that 
the groups would strengthen their grip on the state. But 
what they didn’t realise was that they were actually cre-
ating a Frankenstein, a monster —blessed by political 
masters, the groups have started taking law into own 
hands, unleashing a reign of terror upon detractors and 
people with whom they have differences. The trend, 
which initially started as a means to quell any diverse 
views, quickly turned into mob lynching and other hei-
nous crimes. But with the 2019 general elections knock-
ing at the door, the leaders who came up with such 
ideas are virtually helpless and not in a position to take 
any action against the criminals, fearing loss of power.

This is why in the past few days we have heard many 
explanations supporting such crimes. We have seen 
even, for instance, Union ministers garlanding a person 
accused in a lynching incident. Another Union minister 
visited the prison to meet with those who were sentenced 
for such crimes. Statements such as ‘stop killing of cows, 
lynching will automatically stop,’ are being made. So, 
no matter how strict the new law may be, lynching will 
not be stopped until the nexus between politicians and 
hooligans is intact. The new law will be successful only if 
along with the perpetrators of crime the politicians who 
instigate the people are also punished. 

Padmakumar M.M. and Om Prakash L.T. | IANS

C.P. Rajendran  | thewire.in

An ongoing cave expedition in Meghalaya. The stalagmite that contained stratigraphic evidence of the purported Meghalayan event was found in the Krem Mawmluh cave, Meghalaya. Credit: Biospeleologist/
Wikimedia Commons, GNU Free Documentation

We are free to grow in Jesus’s love.

 college professor of mine, picking up on my 
perfectionism-induced procrastination, gave 
me some wise advice. “Don’t let perfect be 

the enemy of good,” he said, explaining that striving for 
perfect performance can prevent the risks necessary for 
growth. Accepting that my work would always be imperfect 
would give me the freedom to keep growing.

The apostle Paul explained an even more profound rea-
son to let go of our own efforts to perfect ourselves: it can 
blind us to our need for Christ.

Paul had learned this the hard way. After years striving 
to perfectly obey God’s law, encountering Jesus changed 
everything (Galatians 1:11–16). Paul realized that if his own 
efforts were enough to be whole and right with God, “then 
there was no need for Christ to die” (2:21 nlt). Only by letting 
go of—dying to—self-reliance, could he experience Jesus 
living in him (v. 20). Only in his imperfection could he expe-
rience God’s perfect power.

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t resist sin (v. 17); but it 
does mean we should stop relying on our own strength to 
grow spiritually (v. 20).

In this lifetime, we will always be works in progress. But 
as our hearts humbly accept our constant need for the only 
perfect One, Jesus makes His home there (Ephesians 3:17). 
Rooted in Him, we are free to grow ever deeper in the love 
“too great” to ever “understand fully” (v. 19 nlt).. 

Lord, so often we exchange the joy and freedom of life 
with You for the burden of relying on ourselves. Help us 

to humbly rely on You instead.

Concerns Over ‘Surveillance State’: Can Excessive 
Data Monitoring Lead to Discrimination?

Is the Meghalayan Event a Tipping Point in Geology?
Last week, the International Commission on Stratigraphy approved an additional stage in 

the geologic timescale overlapping with the Holocene Epoch, called the Meghalayan.

T
he Supreme Court on July 13 
took strong note of the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcast-
ings decision to set up a social 

media hub for monitoring online data. 
It observed that such a move will be “like 
creating a surveillance state” and issued 
a notice to the central government on a 
plea by Mahua Moitra of the Trinamool 
Congress (TMC).

Surveillance and data driven meth-
ods would lead to discrimination 
against people.

Social media giant Facebook stated 
in its biannual transparency report in 
May that the Indian government had re-
quested the company to share data over 
12,000 times in the second half of 2017. 
The Indian government is second in the 
global list -- right after the US -- of coun-
tries that sought the data of Facebook 
users from their respective countries.

Many dimensions of surveillance 
are exploited by both government and 
private agencies. From CCTV cameras 
capturing our images routinely, govern-
ment-provided IDs, our smart phones, 
credit cards, biometric recorders, etc., 
are all used for various surveillance pur-
poses.

A major problem with surveillance 
is that it reduces identity to data pack-
ages like “where we live”, “what we con-
sume”, “how we spend”, “where we surf”, 
etc. They ignore the human core of our 
multifaceted existence and create cate-
gories of administrative, organisational 
and business convenience.

The need for such varied, sometimes 
insensitive, and intense surveillance is 

justified by these agencies citing safety 
of citizens, speedy processing, control 
of anti-social elements and better coor-
dination for governance. However, en-
suring the safety of the data, the merit of 
the agencies involved in processing the 
data is often unconvincing. Even Mark 
Zuckerberg had to admit and apologise 
to a Congressional committee after the 
massive data leak, affecting the privacy 
of millions of FB users worldwide.

Along with worries over breaches of 
privacy, surveillance often brings mech-
anisms to discriminatively categorise 
people. As a country with a history of 
multiple forms of discrimination, India 
is at greater risk. People in liminal spac-
es, those culturally, legally, or politically 
marked as the “other”, are more likely 
to fear negative labelling, since it could 
limit their life chances.

Four UN rapporteurs recently raised 
an alarm about whether the Bengali 
Muslim minorities in Assam might get 
discriminated against in the National 
Register of Citizens compilation proc-
ess, raising anxiety over the data gener-
ated through surveillance mechanisms.

The coding and classifying mecha-
nisms in many Big Data processes can 
consciously or unconsciously perpetu-
ate such categories of socio-culturally 
prevalent existing prejudices and stere-
otypes. The post-September 2001 grip 
of Islamophobia is worth reflecting over. 
Narratives like “My Name is Khan” typi-
fy the problems of marking members of 
a specific community as “suspect”.

Surveillance came into the public 
sphere with colonisation. India is one 

of the earliest spaces were fingerprint-
ing was used for pinning identities. The 
British employed it for two different 
purposes: To sign business contracts 
with the natives and to identify and 
notify criminals. Today, with Auto-
matic Identification and Data Capture 
Technologies (AIDC) like Aadhar, the 
state could use data for various pur-
poses and monitor us in newer ways. 
Those who approve are more likely to 
get a positive, law-abiding identity than 
those without it.

Automation, standardisation and 
instrumentality involved in the process 
reduce negotiable spaces of social inter-
action and convert them into binaries, 
viz. accept or reject, legitimate or illegiti-
mate, etc. This decreases the chances of 
the oppressed and excluded -- who are 
more likely to be ignorant of the data-
driven norms -- by depriving them of 
negotiable spaces for empowerment. If 
credit worthiness of someone seeking a 
loan has to be determined by CIBIL, or 
Credit Information Bureau (India) Lim-
ited, people with less access to banking 
are more likely to lose.

So, the use of data generated through 
surveillance becomes not merely a mat-
ter of safety and privacy, but also one 
for the denial of social justice. While the 
rich capitalise on data-driven modes of 
transaction by virtue of their technolog-
ical competence and affordability, the 
poor become victims of surveillance. 
Thus, the digital divide furthers the gulf 
between the rich and poor.

Today, across the globe, debates on 
the use of data are largely a trade-off 
between national security, develop-
ment and civil liberties, with the former 

two taking precedence. Production 
of searchable databases increases the 
exclusion of undesirable people. This 
varies according to changing circum-
stances and government policies. For 
example, the government’s logic of 
finding eligible beneficiaries for wel-
fare programmes has changed with the 
increase in population and its diversity. 
Databases make it possible to quickly 
identify and establish new categories of 
convenience.

Data is neither devoid of the govern-
ment’s policy goals nor a conspiracy in 
itself. Considering the challenges of gov-
ernance and global shifts, data-driven 
approaches have come to stay. How-
ever, irrespective of the goals, the com-
plex process of data assemblage leads to 
privacy concerns. The state’s potential 
to assign identities aggravates with sur-
veillance and may lead to the loss of the 
individual’s agential power.

Data-based processing fosters su-
perficial and surveillance-driven ap-
proaches. A healthy society must re-
pose faith on the mutual trust between 
individuals and institutions. If a society 
leans heavily on such standardised Big 
Data processes, it is bound to compro-
mise on the humane and democratic 
ethos.

It is the duty of civil society to edu-
cate and kindle the thought process 
of “ordinary citizens” to understand 
and resist the uncritical acceptance of 
drowning in data.

(The authors are Assistant and 
Associate Professors respectively at 

Christ University, Bengaluru. The 
article is in special arrangement with 

South Asia Monitor)

I
n May 1816, Mary Godwin, her poet 
husband Percy Shelley and their 
son travelled to to spend the sum-
mer with Lord Byron, perhaps as 

an antidote to her extreme depression 
owing to the death of her previous child. 
The party arrived at Geneva on May 
14, and, according to Mary, “It proved a 
wet, ungenial summer”. She would later 
remember this as “an incessant rain” 
that “often confined [them] for days to 
the house”. It was a year without sum-
mer – the final years of the Little Ice Age 
(LIA), a geological event that had be-
gun around 1,400 CE, coincident with 
the massive eruption of an Indonesian 
volcano April 5, 1815. That eruption 
spewed so much dust into the upper at-
mosphere that it reduced the amount of 
sunlight reaching Earth’s surface for the 
next fifty years, precipitating unusually 
cold temperatures around the world.

Thanks to climatic vagaries, Mary 
Godwin, having forced to spend most of 
her vacation time indoors, was probably 
in a disconcerting mental state to have 
written the grotesque tale of Frank-
enstein while on the banks of Geneva 
Lake, encouraged from the sidelines by 
the poets Percy Shelley and Lord Byron. 
The LIA was the most recent global geo-
logical event to have impacted human 
society. At the final phase of this event, 
there were famines across the world – 
including the Great Bengal Famine of 
1770, which killed more than 10 mil-
lion people living in the lower Gangetic 
Plains.

Climate change is a popular term 
now but is generally associated with 
global warming caused by humans. 
However, geological history shows us 
that the climate has warmed as well as 
cooled, motivated by natural forces. For 
example, the LIA was a change in the 
climate regime following the previous 
Medieval Warm Period (MWP), which 
had lasted for several centuries and 
during which Earth was warmer. Such 
natural forces include changes in solar 
irradiance and changes in the orienta-

tion of the Earth in relation to its orbit. A 
combination these factors led to a long 
ice age further back in time, about two 
million years ago.

On the geologic time scale (GTS), 
this period is called the Pleistocene Ep-
och. It was succeeded by the Holocene, 
the epoch in which we live, starting from 
about 11,000 years ago to the present. 
Events like the LIA and the MWP are 
relatively smaller climatic incursions 
in the Holocene, an interglacial period 
marked by receded glaciers.

The GTS, sometimes named af-
ter some type stratigraphic sections, 
stretches all the way back to Earth’s 
formative years, and is a system that 
defines the timing and relationship of 
events that have occurred during our 
planet’s 4.6-billion-year history. British 
names were more dominant GTS terms 
in the early period of its development 
but gave way to more global represen-
tation as geological prospecting spread 
far and wide. For example, the Jurassic 
(named for rocks deposited 200 million 
years ago in which dinosaurian fossils 
were preserved) refers to some type of 
section reported from the Jura Moun-
tains on the France-Switzerland border.

Generally, the GTS is divided into 
four great chunks known as eras: from 
the oldest to the youngest, they are the 
Precambrian, the Palaeozoic (mean-
ing ‘old life’), the Mesozoic (middle life) 
and the Cenozoic (recent life). These 
four eras are further into numerous 
subgroups called periods, or systems, 
and sometimes more finely as stages or 
ages. Last week, the International Com-
mission on Stratigraphy (ICS) approved 
an additional stage, or a phase, in the 
GTS overlapping with the Holocene 
Epoch, the current stretch of geologi-
cal time, called the Meghalayan. The 
name is from the northeastern state of 
India, where a stalagmite within a cave 
was found that purportedly contained 
the type evidence for a major global cli-
matic incursion around 4,200 years ago.

This new addition is to appear in 
all official charts of the GTS, along with 
two other new phases – the Greenlan-

dian (11,700-8,326 years ago) and the 
Northgrippian (8,326-4,250 years ago), 
marking the sudden outbreak of freez-
ing temperatures within the Holocene – 
identified based on ice cores recovered 
from Greenland. The proposal to divide 
the Holocene Epoch into several smaller 
phases has been in the works for the last 
decade or so. Several formal bodies of 
geologists have whetted this proposal in 
the past before it could become part of 
the formal GTS scale.

The late Holocene subdivision 
called the Meghalayan Stage marks the 
beginning of a mega-drought that im-
pacted Eurasia and affected several an-
cient societies as a 4.2-kiloyear event. 
The art of finding this golden spike on 
the stalagmite, a calcium carbonate col-
umn formed from water drops trickling 
down from cave roofs, depends on the 
ability to interpret the oxygen isotope 
values from precisely dated slices of the 
specimens (using the uranium-thorium 
method). The ratio of oxygen isotope 
reflects the ups and downs of rainfall: 
the more rainfall there was, the less oxy-
gen-18 isotope there would be in the 
sample.

For example, in a scientific paper 
published in 2012, geologists studied 
a high-resolution stalagmite oxygen-
isotope record (spanning the early and 
mid-Holocene) from northeast India 
and suggested that the most dramatic 
of these events – i.e. shift in rainfall pat-
terns – occurred about 4,000 years ago. 
They could conclude thus because the 
isotope amounts rose abruptly and re-
mained at this level state for almost two 
centuries. This event appears to have 
been synchronous with climatic chang-
es documented in a number of proxy 
records across North Africa, the Middle 
East, the Tibetan Plateau, southern Eu-
rope and North America. It is likely that 
these changes may have led either to 
the deterioration or the reorganisation 
of the Indus and Nile civilisations.

It has also been suggested that the 
de-urbanisation of the Indus Valley took 
place around 3,900 years before today, 
more as a consequence of the multi-

ple monsoonal shifts before the rains 
returned to their stable mid-Holocene 
state. Jared Diamond, who analysed 
human societies in his book Collapse 
(2005), has written, “In many historical 
cases, a society that was depleting its 
environmental resources could absorb 
the losses as long as the climate was 
benign but then driven over the brink 
of collapse when climate became drier, 
colder, hotter, wetter or more variable.”

We still do not know how the An-
thropocene – the yet-to-be formalised 
new geological era in which the human 
species becomes the dominant force of 
change – overlaps with the Meghalayan 
Stage. While the year 1950 (in the post-
nuclear-testing period) could be con-
sidered to be a marker beyond which 
accelerated human impact is evident 
and is therefore likely to be the start of 
the Anthropocene era, critics think that 
such a perspective exposes a “western, 
white-male, elite-technocratic narra-
tive of human engagement with the 
environment”. It is well-known that hu-
man activities over the past 10,000 years 
caused mass extinctions and changed 
the distribution of fauna and flora (e.g. 
the woolly mammoths were driven to 
extinction by human hunting).

Rather than being a mere branch 
of the Darwinian evolutionary tree, the 
Homo sapiens are becoming central to 
the evolutionary and environmental fu-
ture of Earth itself. One point of view is 
that the sub-divisions of the Holocene 
Epoch should have been made after we 
reached a more transparent definition 
of the ‘Anthropocene’. Critics believe 
now that the ICS has trivialised the An-
thropocene by cutting the Holocene up 
into smaller pieces. There will be more 
fireworks, for sure, at the 36th Interna-
tional Geological Congress to be held in 
Delhi in March 2020.

Or does it matter… because what’s 
in a name? Remember what Juliet told 
Romeo.

(C.P. Rajendran is a professor of 
geodynamics at the Jawaharlal 

Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research, Bengaluru.)

DAILY

PATH
Perfect Imperfection
BIBLE READ:  
EPHESIANS 3:8–19  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
I pray that out of his glorious 

riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being.           
~  Ephesians 3:16
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Once your brain 
gets hooked on something, Aries, you’re 
likely to take it to the extreme. Be careful of 
overworking yourself in a certain issue that 

requires a more rational, temperate attitude. You may 
get into trouble if you insist on going off the deep end. 
Don’t tackle issues you aren’t ready to handle. Take 
things slowly and maintain a moderate, conservative 
viewpoint. If you go too far, back off and take a break.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your brain is 
likely to be working overtime, Taurus. Things 
were going along just fine until you sud-
denly ran into an unexpected snag that kept 

you from where you want to be. It’s as if the hamster 
wheel you’ve been running on suddenly jammed. Even 
though you’re still working just as hard, the wheel sim-
ply won’t turn. Perhaps it’s time to step off and take a 
break. Get some perspective.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Try not to get 
too wrapped up in the mental side of things, 
Gemini. Perhaps you’re trying to work every-
thing through in your mind. You’ll find that 

there are strong forces outside your own trying their 
hardest to manipulate your thinking. It might be good 
to step away from the situation and do more process-
ing with your heart. Go with your instincts rather than 
rely so much on your thoughts.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s possible that 
you’ve been so emotional about a certain 
issue that you’ve taken it way too far, Can-
cer. Fortunately, your reasoning has finally 

caught up with your feelings. Now it’s time for a reckon-
ing. Give your brain a chance to sort things out and bring 
the situation back into equilibrium. Your first tendency 
may be to overreact and have things swing in the oppo-
site direction. Do your best to resist this temptation.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may experience 
a transformation in your thinking. It’s bound 
to affect every aspect of your life, Leo. By al-
ways questioning, you work through difficult 

issues that require a constant reshuffling of viewpoints. 
Feel free to open yourself up to new ways of thinking as 
you dismiss old ways that no longer serve you. Now is a 
terrific time to consider a fresh wave of thought. You’ll 
be exposed to a new way of truth.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may be over-
whelmed by an onslaught of communication 
from someone you didn’t expect to hear from, 
Virgo. It could be that this person suddenly 

puts a monkey wrench in your plans. It’s important 
to adapt and allow for the constant changes that are 
bound to come your way. Don’t get so hung up on a 
certain way of doing things that you fail to see the wis-
dom in a new and different approach.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Someone might 
feel obligated to give you their two cents even 
if you didn’t ask for it, Libra. Be careful not 
to dismiss this information without giving it 

proper consideration. This knowledge comes to you for 
a reason, and it’s possible that it’s the very piece of infor-
mation you need now in order to complete the puzzle. 
Don’t disregard anything, regardless of how esoteric it 
seems.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): It’s time to 
finally apply the knowledge you’ve accu-
mulated and come to recognize the truth, 
Scorpio. Perhaps you’ve been sitting on the 

facts while contemplating their meaning. It’s now time 
to get this information out into the open. There’s no 
doubt that this action is likely to make waves, but that’s 
OK. A key theme of the day is transformation, so feel 
free to contribute your part.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): When it 
comes to issues that require real thinking, be 
careful of letting someone else take control. 
You might have a rather lazy attitude in this 

department, Sagittarius, and it could be tempting to 
simply let someone else do the thinking for you. This 
attitude is apt to lead you down the wrong path for 
you. Taking responsibility for yourself means thinking 
for yourself, so do it.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): There’s 
likely to be a powerful force at work trying 
to manipulate the way you think about a 
certain situation, Capricorn. Be conscious 

of the source of your facts. It could be that someone 
is giving you tainted information so you’ll act in a way 
that is favorable to his or her plan. Others may not be 
looking out for your best interests, so it’s important that 
you are. Don’t accept things blindly without question.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t second-
guess yourself today, Aquarius. It could be 
that you’re wavering so much about a deci-
sion that even after you make it, you hesitate 

to follow through with it. Once you make up your mind 
about something, stick with it. Have confidence in your 
own mental process. Once you begin to waver, it may be 
difficult to find the assurance that you need since you’ll 
inevitably slide down the slippery slope of self-doubt.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Other people may 
try to wield their power even when it isn’t their 
place. This is one time when people may try 
to show off their IQ by offering random facts 

that don’t offer anything useful to the situation at hand 
but just serve to prove their knowledge of esoteric trivia. 
Try not to buy into other people’s displays of power, Pi-
sces. There’s more than likely a great deal of hype and not 
much substance.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Tanmoy Bhaduri | thewire.in

Laura Jones | The Conversation

In Sikkim, A Railway Project Tries to Navigate the Forest Rights Act

Research Shows Four in Five Experts Cited in Online News Are Men

The Sevoke-Rangpo railway project will reportedly affect over 40,000 people in Sikkim and West Bengal. 
However, only 26 families have been identified as being impacted by the project and many have refused 

compensation, asking for the implementation of the Forest Rights Act and standard compensation.

T
his Sevoke-Rangpo railway project 
recently got a new fillip after the 
process of land acquisition began 
in the aftermath of the Doklam 

face-off between India and China earlier 
this year. The 52-km rail project aims to 
connect Sevoke in north Bengal and Rangpo 
in Sikkim, besides being strategically 
important to India.

Work on the project however has been 
sluggish since Mamata Banerjee laid the 
foundation stone as railway minister way 
back in 2009. Sikkim is fully dependent on 
NH-10 for connectivity to other regions, 
the only highway that remains frequently 
cut off due to landslides and separatist 
movements. While China has expanded 
its railway network up to the Arunachal 
Pradesh border, Sikkim does not yet have 
an operational airport.

At a meeting last month, officers 
belonging to Northeast Frontier Railways, 
the state government’s land department, 
PWD and district administration of 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong decided to take 
up all pending projects on a priority basis. 
But serious obstacles lie in the way of the 
project’s implementation. For instance, 
24 forest villages are going to be affected 
by the construction. The railway track will 
pass through 97% of land in West Bengal 
and 3% in Sikkim. Initially, the residents 
of forest villages in West Bengal through 
which the rail tracks will pass, rejected 
the compensation package. The agitated 
villagers claimed that the compensation 
had ignored the Forest Rights Act, 2006.

Development versus forest rights
The Forest Rights Act, 2006 makes it 
mandatory for the authorities to obtain a 
NOC (No Objection Certificate) from the 
gram sabhas. The problem however, in this 
case, is that panchayat elections have not 
been held in the hills for the last five years. 
Even the Gorkha Territorial Administration’s 
(GTA) election has been pending for a year. 
“The railway project will affect over 40,000 
people living in 24 forest villages, including 
Rongpo, Melli, Kirney, Mongchu, Karmat, 
Ramvi, Kambhu, Tarkhola in Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong districts of West Bengal. 
The Railways have however only identified 
only 26 families in Melli village,” said Lila 

Kumar Gurung, secretary, Himalayan 
Forest Villagers’ Organisation (HFVO).

The West Bengal government has 
implemented the Forest Rights Act, 2006 
in Jalpaiguri and Alipurduar districts in 
north Bengal but not in Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong districts. Villagers believe 
this to be the government’s attempt to 
marginalise Gorkhas and other indigenous 
communities in the hills.

“According to law, a detailed plan of the 
Railway project should be translated into 
local languages and distributed among 
affected villagers. There are  provisions 
of multiple public hearings as well. 
Unfortunately, none of this has happened. 
We wrote more than ten letters to the state 
government to implement forest rights 
in hills,” said Gurung. Nearly every social 
organisation like the Jan Andalon Party, 
Akhil Bharatiya Gorkha League, Hill Social 
Forum have joined hands with the HFVO, 
which is leading the movement. Those 
who are not involved in  the movement 
are Trinamool Congress and the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM), currently backed 
by state government.

On July 7, there are more than 500 people 
gathered at community centre in Rangpo 
forest village from 24 affected villages. They 

decided to refuse compensation unless 
the Forest Rights Act is implemented and 
villagers are given standard compensation. 
They also expressed grave concern over 
their land, source of drinking water and 
livelihood.

Divide and rule
After visiting the affected areas, senior 
railway officers, representatives from the 
state government and district government 
have identified 26 houses in Melli as 
vulnerable. Railway officials assured of 
handing them their compensation within 
15 days. The villagers were asked to attend a 
meeting on June 26. “Representatives from 
the affected families were present at the 
meeting and we were also with them. But 
the district magistrate requested us to leave 
the room as it was a closed door meeting 
with affected families,” said Amrit Chhetri, 
Melli gram sabha chief. Villagers reportedly 
were denied the opportunity to speak about 
their rights.

Amrit Chhetri, chief of Melli Gramsabha, 
questioned the intention of government.

Besides, there was no clarity on the 
compensation package and rehabilitation 
of the displaced people. Kalimpong’s 
District magistrate claimed they were 

working to implement the Forest Rights Act 
alongside the rail project.

The question is, as Amrit Chhetri 
pointed out – how (on what basis) were the 
26 families chosen when there are more 
than 350 houses at Melli forest village?

After the meeting, the 26 families decided 
to give up their land. Even though they still 
had no clarity about compensation. Gopal 
Tamang, a member of one of the affected 
families present at the meeting, said: “We 
cannot go against the government, we are 
powerless – what if they decide to acquire 
our lands by using rifles and bullets. Who 
will protect us? So, we have submitted our 
bank details for compensation. We want 
nothing to do against state.”

These houses are located in Melli, 
but according to district administration, 
these will not fall inside the railway track. 
But residents are afraid that they may be 
affected due to this project. Credit: Tanmoy 
Bhaduri

Such an assertion draws attention to the 
anxiety among the “26 affected families”, 
their fear of the state machinery. Melli is 
now torn about whether or not to accept 
the compensation package.

What about the families which 
have not been identified as eligible for 

compensation? “Melli will house a big 
railway station in the Sevoke-Rangpo line. 
How were the houses situated above and 
below the hill identified as at risk from 
the railway project?” asked Ganga Rai, a 
resident of Melli. Lila Kumar Gurung, who 
is leading the movement for the Forest 
Rights Act, said the announcement to give 
compensation to 26 families is only a ploy 
to weaken their movement. “We are not 
against the rail project, we demand our 
rights.”

Cost of protest
On June 26, the West Bengal government 
issued a transfer order to Lila Kumar 
Gurung. This transfer order come after 
the Darjeeling district magistrate wrote to 
the state school education department, 
accusing the teacher him of “trying to stir 
up unrest.” Most of the political parties 
in hills condemned the transfer order 
and described the Mamata Banerjee 
government as undemocratic.

Joyoshi Das Gupta, district magistrate, 
Darjeeling, told the Indian Express, “There 
are government servants in different 
departments, including teachers, who have 
stayed back in Darjeeling for years without 
transfers. A section of such officials neglect 
duty and services and welfare schemes do 
not reach the people. Moreover, it has been 
found that they have been involved in acts 
unbecoming of government employees 
and stirring up locals. Action being taken 
according to rules. In the recent case, the 
teacher have been found to stir up unrest by 
making false promises to locals in the name 
of forest rights.”

Lila Kumar Gurung, Secretary, 
Himalayan Forest Villagers’ Organisation 
(Right) Darjeeling DM’s wrote a letter to 
school education department on June 20 
regarding Lila Gurung’s transfer. Credit: 
Tanmoy Bhaduri

Gurung has said, “I got the letter 
on July 15 from state school education 
department. I will fight legally, I was part 
of a democratic movement to ensure forest 
rights in hills. We wanted that Forest Rights 
Act be implemented in Darjeeling  and 
Kalimpong. ”

(Tanmoy Bhaduri is a Kolkata-based 
independent photojournalist who  

focuses on social, cultural and  
environmental issues.)

W
ho gets to speak? 
Who do we listen 
to? And whose 
opinions do we 

respect? These questions are 
always important, but even 
more so now, as the UK faces 
an uncertain future, and 
political leaders need to make 
some tough decisions. So it’s 
disappointing to learn that 
female voices continue to be 
marginalised in the nation’s 
news coverage. Women’s 
expertise is going untapped 
and unheard at a critical time.

An analysis conducted 
by the Centre for the Study 
of Media, Communication 
and Power on behalf of the 
Global Institute for Women’s 
Leadership at King’s College 
London has found that four 
out of every five people quoted 
as experts in online news 
articles by the main UK news 
outlets are male. The research 
analysed a representative 
sample of all news articles 

published online across a 
seven day period by major 
news outlets including the 
BBC, Channel 4, ITV, Sky, Daily 
Mail, Star, Express, The Times, 
Financial Times, Guardian, 
Independent, Mirror, Sun, 
and the Telegraph.

The imbalance is even 
greater for certain fields, 
such as foreign politics and 
business and finance, where 
men make up almost nine 
out of ten expert sources. 
And despite all the media 
campaigns and focus on 
equal representation in recent 
years, these figures haven’t 
materially shifted since a 
similar study was carried out 
in 2010.

So what’s driving this 
imbalance? It’s true that 
the UK is unfortunately 
still a country with a 
well-documented under-
representation of women in 
leadership positions across 
various sectors (not least news 

journalism), and this certainly 
plays a part. But previous 
research has identified other 
factors. A tendency to rely 
on known contacts, reliable 
performers and suggestions 
from previous informants all 
militate against a widening of 
the expert pool.

And then there’s the 
question of who we consider 
to be an “expert”. Judgements 
about who is and isn’t credible 
play a large role in determining 
who gets to be a source, and 
therefore have a voice, in the 
national conversation. But 
judgements about credibility 
are not value-free. A series of 
studies have shown that we 
find the same information to 
be more credible when it is 
presented by a man, rather 
than a woman. Whether it be 
political tweets, articles about 
sport or abstracts for scientific 
papers, simply changing the 
name on the information 
has been shown to affect 
respondents’ judgement of 
the quality, competence or 

expertise of the content.

Updating the address book
These biases show just how 
hopelessly naïve it is to argue 
that expert sources should 
“just be the person with the 
best expertise”. This person 
is a chimera – for how on 
earth would this expertise be 
ranked? Any attempt to work 
out who they are would be 
influenced by biases, not only 
on the part of the journalist 
in terms of judging their 
credentials, but by the fact 
that those credentials were 
earned in a gender-biased 
world.

A related line of thought 
might concede a level of bias 
in the selection of experts, 
and yet contend that it 
doesn’t matter. After all, 
aren’t experts there to simply 
present the facts and give 
an objective assessment of 
reality? While I’m sure many 
academics would be touched 
by this level of faith in their 
pronouncements, it is far 

from the truth.
A fascinating study from 

earlier this year illustrates the 
point. After surveying more 
than 1,000 economists from 
18 countries, the researchers 
found that female economists 
were far more likely than 
men to prefer government 
interventions over market 
solutions. They were also 
more likely to be in favour 
of increased environmental 
protection, to think that 
labour market policies were 
unequal, and were slightly 
more likely to disapprove 
of austerity. Such questions 
could hardly be less central to 
the future of society.

The differing views of 
female economists are 
not due to some inherent 
“redistributive gene” 
that is missing on the Y 
chromosome, but because 
such views rely on an analysis 
of certain approaches, and 
different life experiences will 
inform how we weight the 
associated costs and benefits. 

Indeed, as Sweden’s feminist 
government is showing, from 
foreign policy to which streets 
to snowplough first, the 
answer to policy questions 
changes when you include the 
perspective of the other half of 
the population.

Journalists have a 
responsibility to seek out 
diverse voices, rather than 
“neutrally” hold up a mirror 
to society. Who we see 
explaining the world around 
us sends a strong symbolic 

signal about whose views we 
value, and what is possible 
for different groups of people. 
Surely if anything is going to 
challenge bias then it will be 
seeing female names in areas 
that society codes “male”. This 
may require extra effort from 
journalists to look beyond 
their existing networks, but 
with a wealth of resources – 
from The Women’s Room to 
SheSource and more – there 
is no longer any excuse not to 
make it.
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Will bring law against 
lynching if need be — Rajnath 

Congress has inadequate leader, so creating fake issues — Jaitley on Rafale controversyDelhi High Court to 
hear Chidambaram’s 
anticipatory bail plea today

Ahead of 2019 polls, Modi to join three  BJP rallies in BengalAjit Singh bows out 
of electoral politics

Rahul Gandhi not sole opposition 
PM candidate — Tejashwi

Issue guidelines to check pollution by education institutions — NGT to MoEF

Keep off beef, Rajasthan Minister tells 
Muslims as Home Minister visits Alwar

Indian black money in Swiss banks 
down 80% under NDA — Government

PTI

Rajnath Singh (File Photo)

PTI

Arun Jaitley (File Photo)

new Delhi, July 24 (ianS): 
Reiterating that 1984 Sikh 
riots was the biggest inci-
dent of lynching, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Tuesday said 
the central government 
is taking the incidents of 
lynching “very seriously” 
and might bring a law, if 
necessary, to stop it.

“I want to make it clear 
that the government is not 
just concerned but has 
taken lynching incidents 
very seriously,” Rajnath 
Singh told the Lok Sabha 
after opposition members 
raised the issue days after 
a cattle farmer was killed 
allegedly by cow vigilantes 
in Rajasthan’s Alwar.

Rajnath Singh said the 
biggest incident of lynch-
ing had occurred in 1984 
when thousands of Sikhs 
were killed in the after-
math of the assassination 
of then Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi.

“But, the incidents of 
lynching should not be 
politicised. The Supreme 
Court has also given its ob-
servations on lynchings,” 
he said.

The Home Minister 
said the government on 

Monday set up a high-
level  committee and 
a Group of Ministers 
(GoM) headed by him 
to check mob lynchings 
and suggest measures to 
stop mob violence in the 
country.

He said the Home 
Secretary-led commit-
tee would give its recom-
mendations to the Group 
of Ministers within four 
weeks.

“After deliberations, 
we will take a decision 
as to what needs to be 
done to take strong ac-
tion against the incidents 
of lynchings. We will also 
bring a law if that is re-

quired,” he said, adding 
that such incidents have 
been happening for the 
past many years.

In the officials commit-
tee to be headed by Home 
Secretary R.K. Gauba, the 
Secretaries of the Depart-
ments of Justice, Legal Af-
fairs, Legislative and Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
will also be members.

External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj, Minis-
ter for Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari, 
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Ravi Shankar Prasad 
and Minister for Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
Thaawar Chand Gehlot 

are members of the GoM.
The GoM will submit 

their recommendations to 
the Prime Minister.

During the discussion, 
Leader of Congress in Lok 
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge 
demanded that the gov-
ernment should appoint 
a sitting Supreme Court 
judge to probe the inci-
dents of lynchings.

Referring to the Alwar 
lynching case, Kharge said: 
“There was a direct in-
volvement of police in the 
death of the victim (Rak-
bar Khan). 

The Gau Rakhshaks 
who lynched the victim 
were followers of the local 
MLA (Ramgarh MLA Gyan 
Dev Ahuja).”

Lok Sabha Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan inter-
rupted and said no al-
legations should be lev-
elled as the investigation 
was on.

“Since the state (Rajas-
than) government is not 
responding, we demand 
that the Centre should 
also appoint a sitting 
Supreme Court judge to 
probe the incidents of 
lynchings apart from the 
high-level committees,” 

he added.
Deputy Speaker of 

Lok Sabha M. Thambi 
Durai said even though 
law and order is a state 
subject, the states need 
the support of the Centre 
to modernise the police 
staff in order to tackle 
such incidents.

CPI(M) MP Moham-
med Salim said a trend of 
mob justice on the streets 
is increasing based on ru-
mours, cow protection or 
child-lifting.

“Such an environment 
has been created in the 
country for the past 10-12 
years and the situation is 
worsening. We need to ac-
cept the fact. 

Such incidents of ha-
tred are spreading across 
the country and it is very 
dangerous. It is not just a 
Hindu-Muslim issue or a 
matter of cow protection, 
even Swami Agnivesh was 
attacked.

“If we garland the 
convicts in mob lynching 
case and protect them... 
such incidents are also 
happening in West Bengal 
and Tripura, which had 
never occurred earlier,” 
said Salim.

new Delhi, July 24 (ianS): 
Attacking Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi as a 
leader with “inherent and 
inbuilt limitations”, Un-
ion Minister Arun Jaitley 
on Tuesday accused his 
party of manufacturing a 
controversy around Ra-
fale deal by creating “fake 
issues”.

He also accused the 
Congress of engaging in 
an implied battle with the 
Federal Front in order to 
reclaim the minority vote 
by comparing Hindus 
with ‘Taliban’ and using 
phrases such as ‘Hindu 
Pakistan’.

Making a sharp attack 
on Gandhi, he said the 
opposition party was re-
sorting to such strategies 
of creating “fake issues” 
because it had “an inad-
equate leader and no real 
issue”. “The Congress real-
ises that there is a danger 
of the next election be-
coming a referendum on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s performance. The 

popularity gap between 
the Prime Minister and his 
competitors is very wide,” 
he said.

He said the Congress 
with a leader who has “in-
herent and inbuilt limi-
tations” was left with no 
choice and no issue. 

“If you have no issue, 
manufacture one. Hence 
the Rafale’s fake contro-
versy. The Congress’s strat-
egy is, therefore, two-fold. 
It has manufactured the 
issue of the Rafale deal. 
The issue is failing to cut 
much ice. 

“The second strategy 
of the Congress is directed 
against the federal front. 
By attacking the BJP on 
certain issues, it is engaged 
in an implied battle with 
the federal front in order to 
reclaim the minority vote. 
Comparison of Hindus 
with ‘Taliban’ and phrases 
such as ‘Hindu Pakistan’ 
are intended to help it 
against the federal front to 
reclaim the minority vote,” 
he wrote.

new Delhi, July 24 (ianS): 
The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday said that it will 
hear the anticipatory bail 
plea of former Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram 
in the INX Media mon-
ey laundering case on 
Wednesday.

Chidambaram has 
filed his anticipatory bail 
plea through advocates 
Pramod Kumar Dubey 
and Arshdeep Singh and 
requested the court to 
grant him protection 
from arrest from ED in 
the case.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) and the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) are probing 
how Karti Chidambaram 
managed to get clearance 
from the Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion Board 
(FIPB).

His son Karti was ar-
rested on February 28 by 

the CBI for allegedly tak-
ing money to facilitate the 
FIPB clearance to INX Me-
dia in 2007 when his father 
was the Union Finance 
Minister in the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) 
government. Later, Karti 
was granted bail.

Karti’s chartered ac-
countant S Bhaskara-
raman was arrested in the 
case by the ED and he was 
later granted bail.

Chidambaram has told 
the court that he appre-
hended arrest following 
the CBI summons issued 
to him.

Citing that the ED has 
opposed his anticipa-
tory bail plea in another 
case related to the Aircel-
Maxis deal, he said: “it 
cannot be ruled out that 
the ED may also sum-
mon him or illegally ar-
rest him even without 
issuing summons.”

Kolkata, July 24 (ianS): Focusing 
on the 2019 general elections, the 
BJP will hold three massive rallies 
in the state which will be attended 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
towards the end of this year, said 
West Bengal chief of the party 
Dilip Ghosh on Tuesday.

Ghosh said apart from these 
three “Jansampark” (connecting 
with people) rallies, similar ral-
lies will also be held in all the Lok 
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha con-
stituencies in Bengal, demanding 
reinstatement of democracy and 
speeding up the state’s develop-
ment.

“There will be three or four 
‘Jansampark Yatras’ in Bengal to-
wards the end of this year, ahead 
of the 2019 general elections. 

The rallies will focus on rein-
stating democracy and speeding 
up the development of Bengal 
under the leadership of Modiji. 
The three big rallies will conclude 
in Kolkata in the presence of PM 
Modi,” he said.

Claiming that a lot of people are 
joining the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in the state every day, the 
party leader said the party’s mem-

bership drive through missed-call 
on a cell phone number will be re-
launched in the state from August 
to September this year.

“There will be training sessions 
for the party’s grassroot level or-
ganisers. The activists and leaders 
who have joined BJP from other 
political parties will be given the 
opportunity to work for party’s 
betterment,” he said.

Referring to the BJP’s success 
in the state rural body elections 
this year, he said the party is 
appointing several of the new 
joinees as observers in different 
districts to formulate strategies 
for the hung Panchayat seats.

“Our party has won in 300 
Gram Panchayat seats while it 
has the chance to formulate Pan-
chayat boards in 100 more seats. 
Our aim will be to stop Trinamool 
Congress from forming the boards 
in the hung Panchayat seats. Ei-
ther BJP will try to form the board, 
or we will look for suitable alterna-
tives,” Ghosh said.

The state BJP chief also stated 
that his party leadership is focus-
ing more on the common people 
to join it rather than trying to lure 

heavyweight leaders in Bengal 
as that would help them build a 
robust party structure.

He claimed that the BJP’s strat-
egy to bank upon the masses 
rather than leaders without peo-
ple’s backing will take them ahead 
of the state’s ruling party in the 
future.

“Trinamool took some senior 
leaders, MLAs and MPs from other 
parties during their Martyr’s Day 
rally, but these leaders do not have 
backing and support of common 
people. The BJP is focusing on 
taking such leaders who can bring 
in hundreds of their supporters 
along with them. 

This basic difference between 
Trinamool and BJP’s strategies will 
be the deciding factor in Bengal 
politics,” Ghosh claimed.

“We initially thought that with-
out heavyweight leaders, the BJP 
will not be able to grow in Bengal. 
But now we can see that thou-
sands of general workers are join-
ing us every day which is leading 
to significant growth of the party. 

The CPI-M and the Congress’ 
support base are becoming hol-
low,” he added.

Patna, July 24 (ianS): RJD leader Tejas-
hwi Yadav on Tuesday said that Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi is not the only 
leader from the opposition in the race for 
the Prime Minister’s post.

“All the opposition parties will sit to-
gether to decide the name of the Prime 
Ministerial candidate. Rahul Gandhi is 
not the only leader in the race for it,” the 
former Bihar Deputy Chief Minister said 
here. “There are other opposition leaders 
like (West Bengal Chief Minister) Mamata 
Banerjee, (Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister) Chandrababu Naidu, (NCP chief) 
Sharad Pawar and (BSP leader) Maya-
wati,” he said. 

Tejashwi Yadav made it clear that he 
and his Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) would 
support anyone who is named the Prime 
Ministerial candidate by a united opposi-
tion. “Our main concern is that opposi-
tion parties will name a leader who will 
save the Constitution. Rahul Gandhi may 
be that leader.”

The RJD leader, who heads the op-
position in the Bihar Assembly, said the 
Prime Ministerial post was not an issue 
and there were “several real issues that 
matter for the country”.  The RJD is a ma-
jor ally of the Congress and Lalu Prasad 
and Tejashwi Yadav have always strongly 
backed Rahul Gandhi.

Baghpat, July 24 (ianS): 
Former Union Minister and 
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) Presi-
dent Ajit Singh on Tuesday 
announced that he is retiring 
from electoral politics and 
will not contest any Lok Sabha 
election in future.

Addressing the media in 
his one-time parliamentary 
constituency, Ajit Singh -- son 
of late Prime Minister Chow-
dhary Charan Singh -- also 
signalled that his lone mission 
would now be to dislodge the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
from power.

 Pushed to the sidelines 
of politics after his party won 
no seat in the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections and fared badly in 
the 2017 Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections, Ajit Singh 
said his party would be an 
integral part of the grand al-
liance being tailored by the 
Samajwadi Party and the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party (BSP) and 
ruled out any truck in future 
with the BJP.

new Delhi, July 24 (Pti): Taking 
note of violation of environmental 
norms by educational institutions 
across the country, the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) has di-
rected the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests (MoEF) to issue 
guidelines in this regard.

A bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh Ku-
mar Goel expressed concern over 
air and noise pollution caused by 
schools and other such institu-
tions in contravention to green 
laws and asked the ministry to 
look into it.

“We consider it appropriate 
to direct the Secretary, MoEF, to 
have an interaction by way of 
video-conferencing or otherwise 
with the education departments 
of all the states in association 
with the pollution control boards 
concerned or the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board to issue ap-
propriate guidelines to take care 
of the violation of environment 
norms by different education 
institutions in the country,” the 
bench said.

The green panel directed the 
MoEF to file a compliance report 

by email at filing.ngt@gmail.com 
within eight weeks.

The tribunal’s direction came 
while hearing a plea filed by 
Uttar Pradesh resident Manoj 
Chaudhary who alleged that nine 
schools close to his residence 
in Meerut’s Mission Compound 
area were operating diesel gen-
erator sets and violating air and 
noise pollution norms for the last 
10 years.

The state pollution control 
board had carried out an inspec-
tion at the LRA Kids School, J P 
Academy School, Little Scholar 

Colts School and Shivalik Public 
School on January 29, and sent a 
letter to the Meerut Development 
Authority asking it to initiate pro-
ceedings in the light of the inspec-
tion report.

Taking note of the report, the 
NGT said, “In view of the above, 
there is no reason why the Meerut 
Development Authority has not 
acted in the matter.” 

“We direct the authority to 
take action in accordance with 
law considering the direction of 
the UP pollution control board,” 
the bench said.

Jaipur, July 24 (ianS): Even 
as Rajasthan home minis-
ter Gulabchand Kataria on 
Tuesday promised strict 
action in the Alwar lynch-
ing case, his colleague and 
state Labour Minister Jas-
want Singh asked Muslims 
and the Mev community 
to “stop consuming beef’ 
and “keep away from cow 
smugglers to respect the 
Hindus.”

“We will ensure pun-
ishment to the guilty,” 
home minister Kataria 
said while inspecting the 
site at Ramgarh (Alwar) 
where Rakbar alias Akabar 
was lynched by a mob 
over cow smuggling on 
Saturday night. Kataria 
was accompanied by Di-
rector General of Police OP 
Galhotra.

Earlier, Labour Min-
ister Jaswant Singh, who 

was also in Alwar, said: 
“These incidents (of vio-
lence) are almost a daily 
occurrence,” adding that 
since the “root cause” is 
cow smuggling, “the Mus-
lims should avoid eating 
beef and not support cow 
smugglers.” 

Kataria met Chief Sec-
retary DB Gupta, DGP Gal-
hotra and special Director 
General (Law and Order) 
NRK Reddy to review the 
situation following the 
lynching incident. He said 
that a few lapses have 
come to the fore on po-
lice’s part and an assistant 
sub-inspector has been 
suspended. “Action has 
also been taken against 
four constables.  The post-
mortem of Rakbar has 
confirmed that he died 
due to multiple internal 
injuries sustained from se-

vere beating, sources said.
Amid a charged atmos-

phere in Alwar, district 
Shiv Sena chief Bhupen-
dra Singh Naruka said his 
party supported the ‘inno-
cents’ caught by the police 
and would fight their case 
in the court “on its expens-
es.” He also questioned 
BJP on its delay to declare 
cow as a “national animal” 
of the country.

He also said that action 
taken against four police-
men on Monday was to 
“shield” senior police of-
ficers. He also demanded 
a judicial probe into this 
matter. The Rajasthan 
police late on Monday 
accepted “error of judge-
ment” by its personnel 
which delayed the victim’s 
arrival to the hospital. Rak-
bar was declared brought 
dead in the hospital.

new Delhi, July 24 (ianS): Indian 
black money deposits in Swiss banks 
went down by 34 per cent between 
2016 and 2017 and by over 80 per cent 
since the BJP government came to 
power in 2014, an official statement 
said on Tuesday. Referring to Swiss 
National Bank (SNB) data last month 
which showed that after falling for 
three years in succession, money 
parked by Indians in Swiss banks 
rose 50 per cent to Swiss francs 1.02 
billion in 2017 over the previous year, 
a Finance Ministry release here said 
that a more reliable source of Indian 
black money stashed in Swiss banks 
is available from the data which the 
SNB collects jointly with the Bank for 
International Settlements.

“More often than not, the media 
reports have not taken account of 
the way the (SNB) figures have to be 
interpreted, which has resulted in 
misleading headlines and analyses. 
Moreover, it is frequently assumed 
that any assets held by Indian resi-
dents in Switzerland are undeclared 
(so-called ‘Black Money’),” it said. 

“However, the cited figures that 
show an increase of 50 per cent in 
Swiss banks’ total liabilities towards 
India also include non-deposit li-
abilities as well as business of Swiss 
branches located in India. 

To analyze Indian residents’ de-
posits held in Switzerland, another 
data source should be used.  “This 
is the so-called ‘locational banking 
statistics’, which the SNB collects in 

collaboration with the Bank for Inter-
national Settlements (BIS).  This data 
source shows that the liabilities in the 
form of loans and deposits of Swiss-
domiciled banks towards Indian 
non-banks decreased by 44 per cent 
between 2016 and 2017,” it added. 

The Finance Ministry noted that 
BIS data showed “non-bank loans 
and deposits (which really constitute 
the individual and corporate deposits 
used as black money haven in the 
past and exclude inter-bank transac-
tions) have fallen by 34.5 per cent in 
2017 compared to 2016 ($524 million 
in 2017 versus $800 million in 2016)”.

It said Swiss non-bank loans 
and deposits have reduced by a sig-
nificant 80.2 per cent under the NDA 
government between 2013 and 2017.

“This broadly corresponds SNB 
reports which show an 82 per cent 
reduction in total Indian customer 
deposits in Switzerland since 2013, 
though BIS data is the right way to 
measure actual deposits from India 
in Switzerland,” it added.  Speaking to 
reporters outside Parliament earlier 
on Tuesday, acting Finance Minister 
Piyush Goyal refuted the allegations 
made by Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and other opposition mem-
bers in this regard.

“The Swiss government has in-
formed us that the news being spread 
by Rahul Gandhi is baseless and that 
the figures quoted by some political 
leaders are completely irrelevant to 
this issue,” he said.

The minister said that 
such a strategy to redefine 
secularism would backfire 
as in doing so the Congress 
was antagonising the ma-
jority against itself. 

“As equal participants 
in the Indian electoral 
process, the minorities 
have a constitutional right 
of a vote. But so does the 
majority. By redefining 
secularism as a euphe-
mism for majority bash-

ing, the Congress Party is 
antagonising the majority 
against itself,” Jaitley said 
in a Facebook post. 

The senior BJP leader 
said the Congress had a 
history of creating fake 
issues and was resorting 
to the same strategy of 
concocting controversies 
as it did in 1989 when 
there was an outrage in 
the whole country against 
the Congress party and its 

leadership on the Bofors 
issue. 

 “The Congress par-
ty’s strategists invented a 
counter strategy of diver-
sion by creating a fake 
issue. A bank account in 
St. Kitts was created in the 
name of V.P. Singh’s son so 
that the Congress could 
now have a face saving ar-
gument - if we are corrupt, 
so are you,” Jaitley wrote. 

He added that the op-
position party used the 
same strategy in 1999 
when the Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee government, in 
the backdrop of the Kargil 
conflict, was likely to come 
back to power.

“The Congress was 
faced with a massive de-
feat, it manufactured an 
issue of sugar export to 
Pakistan. Some two dozen 
press conferences on the 
issue were organised to 
question the government’s 
commitment to national-
ism. The truth of the alle-
gation was that a mid-level 
unknown Chandni Chowk 

trader had been export-
ing an OGL (open general 
licence) item, sugar, to Pa-
kistan,” he said.

Jaitley said just like the 
strategy fell flat then, so 
will it now as the Congress 
was either non-existent 
or a poor third or fourth 
in larger states which ac-
count for 50 per cent of the 
Lok Sabha seats. 

“Of the balance seats, 
if it enters into some form 
of alliance, it may have 
to concede seats in sev-
eral states to its allies. It 
is, therefore, faced with 
the prospect of effectively 
contesting only about 225 
seats where it will face a 
direct clash with the BJP,” 
Jaitley said.

“If the first part of the 
Congress-mukt Bharat 
was scripted by the BJP, the 
Federal Front is more than 
eager to script the part-2 of 
the same. Its message to 
the Congress is clear - ‘you 
will have to support us; the 
other way is not possible’,” 
he said.
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Pakistan set for elections amid uncertainty  
Islamabad, July 24 (IANS): 
Pakistan will  vote on 
Wednesday to elect a new 
National Assembly and 
provincial assemblies fol-
lowing a chaotic and dis-
tasteful election campaign 
marred by terror attacks 
and unprecedented accu-
sations of interference by 
the military.

With former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif in 
jail over corruption charges 
along with his daughter 
and son-in-law, the main 
contestants will be his de-
moralised Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N), 
cricketer-turned-politician 
Imran Khan’s PTI and the 
Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) with scores of smaller 
parties also in the fray. 

Imran Khan’s Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI), 
which critics say has the 
covert backing of the mili-
tary establishment, is said 
to enjoy a slight lead over its 
rivals and the flamboyant 
politician has threatened to 
upset the traditional politi-
cal bigwigs.

Also contesting are 
Mumbai terror attack mas-
termind Hafiz Saeed’s son 
Hafiz Talha Saeed and son-
in-law Khalid Waleed. They 
are among 260 candidates 
fielded under the umbrella 
of ‘Allah-o-Akbar Tehreek’, 
which was registered with 
the Election Commission 
in 2011. 

AP/PTI

A firefighting helicopter flies over a wildfire raging in the town of Rafina, near Athens, Greece, on July 23.

Children in traditional Tibetan clothes and police watch passing Tibetan Buddhist monks during a ceremony 
in March.

Pakistani politician Imran Khan, chief of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, addresses his supporters during 
an election campaign in Lahore, Pakistan, on July 23.

Safe return of Rohingyas 
‘complex’ — UN envoy

N Korea ‘begins dismantling’ 
rocket launch site

Japan heat wave deaths climb to 80 

Tibetan students banned from religious activities 

Wildfire kills 60 near Athens 

Beijing, July 24 (AFP): 
Children in traditionally 
Buddhist Tibet have been 
banned from taking part in 
religious activities over the 
summer holidays, an official 
Chinese Communist Party 
newspaper has reported.

The Global Times quot-
ed an education official 
in the regional capital of  
Lhasa as saying that stu-
dents were required to sign 
an agreement to “not take 
part in any form of  religious 
activity” during the break.

The policy appears to 
reflect increasingly harsh re-
strictions on the Himalayan 
region’s traditional Buddhist 
culture, largely aimed at 
reducing the influence of  
the region’s spiritual leader, 
the Dalai Lama, who lives 
in exile in India.

“The students are fol-
lowing the regulation under 
the guidance of  their par-
ents and teachers,” the pa-

Athens, July 24 (IANS): 
At least 60 people have died 
and 156 have been injured 
in forest fires raging near 
Athens, the Greek Civil 
Protection Agency said on 
Tuesday.

Emergency services 
said that 11 of  the injured 
were in a critical condi-
tion, while warning that the 
casualty toll was expected 
to rise as authorities con-
tinued to receive reports of  
missing people, Efe news 
reported.

Earlier on Tuesday, gov-
ernment spokesman Dimi-
tris Tzanakopoulos had put 
the death toll at 20 and said 
most of  the victims were 
trapped in the seaside resort 
of  Mati, 40km from here.

They died either in their 
homes or their cars while 
trying to escape after the 
fires began on Monday. 
There were 16 children 
among the casualties, the 
BBC reported.

Hundreds of  firefight-
ers were battling the blazes 
as people left their homes 
behind near the capital. 
Authorities urged people in 
the path of  the flames to get 
out while they can.

A spokesman for the 
EKAV emergency serv-
ice told radio station 24/7 
that the dead included a 
15-year-old girl and at least 
11 of  the injured were listed 
in critical condition at hos-
pitals in the Attica region.

Greece declared a state 
of  emergency and appealed 
to its European Union part-
ners for assistance in deal-
ing with the fires, Efe news 
reported.

In eastern Attica, some 
people on a beach threat-
ened by the flames dived 
into the water. The coast 
guards told EFE that while 
15 people were rescued, 
eight Danish tourists were 
reported to be adrift on a 
boat.

“We will do whatever is 
humanly possible to control 
it,” Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras told reporters.

He cut short an offi-
cial trip to Bosnia in or-
der to help coordinate the 
response to the situation, 
which firefighters have de-
scribed as “extremely dif-
ficult”.

Dramatic video posted 
on social media showed 
damaged buildings, orange 

smoke-filled skies, and peo-
ple fleeing the fires by car.

Citing police, ERT tel-
evision said that some 300 
residents of  several villages 
in east Attica were trapped 
in their homes by the fires.

Tsipras assured that “all 
emergency forces have been 
mobilised” and declared 
a state of  emergency in 
the Attica region around 
Athens.

The government also 
asked other European 
countries for helicopters 
and additional firefighters 
to help tackle the fires, the 
BBC said.

Earlier on Monday, resi-
dents of  a coastal region 
near Athens were told to 
abandon their homes as the 
uncontrolled fires spread. 
Hundreds of  children were 
also evacuated from holi-
day camps.

Countries including It-
aly, Germany, Poland and 
France have all sent help 
in the form of  additional 
planes, vehicles and fire-
fighters.

But with temperatures 
set to soar again, they are 
in a race against time to get 
the fires under control.

United Nations, July 24 
(IANS): Special UN Envoy to 
Myanmar Christine Schraner 
Burgener has said that the 
return of  900,000-plus Ro-
hingya refugees stranded in 
Bangladesh to Myanmar will 
take time.

There is no “quick fix”, Bur-
gener told reporters after briefing 
the 15 UN Security Council 
members on the Rohingya refu-
gee situation on Monday.

The special envoy of UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said she has “visited 
many, many people to have an 
overall picture of the complex 
situation in Myanmar” since 
she took office, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

According to UN refu-
gee agency UNHCR, more 
than one million ethnic mi-
nority Rohingyas have fled 
their homes in Myanmar’s 

northern Rakhine State since 
August 2017.

The refugees fled as far as 
Malaysia and Indonesia, but 
mainly to neighbouring coun-
tries, with the overwhelming 
number going to adjacent 
Bangladesh.

During her two trips to 
Myanmar, Burgener said she 
worked with Myanmar’s State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi 
on the Rohingya refugee issue, 
attended a peace conference, 
and visited refugee camps, 
particularly in Cox’s Bazar in 
southern Bangladesh.

Getting the refugees to 
return home willingly in a safe 
and dignified manner is a big 
problem, she said. 

While Myanmar’s gov-
ernment wants them back, 
some members of local com-
munities in northern Rakhine 
State do not.

Pyongyang, July 24 (IANS): 
North Korea appears to have 
begun dismantling part of  a 
key rocket launch site in the 
country’s north-west.

Satellite images of  the 
Sohae station seen by US-
based monitoring group 38 
North suggest Pyongyang is 
complying with a promise 
made to the US in June, BBC 
reported on Tuesday.

US President Donald 
Trump said North Korea’s 
leader Kim Jong-un had 
vowed to destroy an engine 
test site, but did specify which 
one.

Pyongyang has main-
tained that Sohae is a satellite 
launch site.

But US officials suspect 

that it has been used to test 
ballistic missiles.

During a landmark meet-
ing between President and 
Kim Jong-un in Singapore 
last month, the two leaders 
signed a deal to work towards 
the “complete denucleariza-
tion of  the Korean Penin-
sula”.

But the deal was criticised 
for a lack of details on when 
or how Pyongyang would re-
nounce its nuclear weapons.

Earl ier  on Monday, 
Trump said that he was “very 
happy” with the progress in 
relations with North Korea, 
saying that Pyongyang had 
not launched any missiles or 
carried out any nuclear tests 
during the last nine months.

Tokyo, July 24 (AFP): 
Two weeks into Japan’s 
blistering heat wave, at 
least 80 people have died 
and thousands have been 
r ushed to  emergency 
rooms, as officials on Tues-
day urged citizens to stay 
indoors to avoid tempera-
tures exceeding 40 degrees 
Celsius in some areas.

The government said 
it may pay to help state 
schools install air condi-
tioners and suggested ex-
tending summer vacations, 
which started this week 
for many students. While 
most schools in Tokyo 
have coolers, few in rural 
areas do.

“Record temperatures 
are continuing across the 
country and emergency 
measures to protect stu-
dents and their well-being 
has become an issue,” 
Chief  Cabinet Secretary 

Yoshihide Suga told a 
news briefing.

Public  broadcaster 
NHK advised frequent sips 
of  water to keep people hy-
drated, advised them to re-
store salt levels depleted by 
sweat, and stay indoors. It 
has also aired videos with 
instructions on treating 
victims of mild heat-stroke.

Temperatures neared 
40 degrees Celsius on 
Tuesday in many cities, 
just off  Monday’s record 
of  41.1 degrees Celsius 
in the city of  Kumagaya 
northwest of  the capital. 

Temperatures in central 
Tokyo, where an Olympic 
stadium is being built, hov-
ered near 35 degrees Celsius.

More people are dying 
from the heat, figures from 
the Fire and Defence Man-
agement Agency (FDMA) 
show. In the week to Jul 
22, 65 people died, versus 

12 the previous week and 
only three in the seven days 
prior, the FDMA said.

At least 13 more peo-
ple died on Monday, the 
Kyodo newswire said.

The broiling heat has 
also fuelled worries for the 
safety of  athletes and spec-
tators at the Tokyo Sum-
mer Olympics in 2020.

In its bid documents 
to host the event, the city 
described the months of  
July and August as “hav-
ing many days of  mild 
and sunny weather” that 
“provide an ideal climate 
for athletes to perform”.

The heat is expected 
to ease slightly this week 
as a high pressure zone 
responsible for it moves 
west and east, allowing 
moist air to bring rain 
to some scorched areas, 
the Japan Meteorological 
Agency said.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE 

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
PHQ(C-1)2/90(Pt)/1419       Dated Kohima the 24th July, 2018.

NOTIFICATION
With reference to this office advertisement of even No.PHQ (C-1) 2/90(Pt). Dated 4th 

July ‘2018 for the post of LDA-Cum-Computer Assistant under Police Department, the 
seating arrangement for the Mains examination is shown in the table below:
Centre of Examination- Kohima Science College.

Instructions for Candidates

Sl. No R/Nos. Room No. Building Class
1 14 – 360 Block-1 Auditorium
2 371 – 620 Block-2 Auditorium
3 641 – 900 Block-3 Auditorium
4 941 – 1297 Block-4 Auditorium
5 1301 – 1553 Block-5 Auditorium
6 1554 – 1847 Block-6 Auditorium
7 1853-2040 Block-7 Auditorium
8 2057-2302 Block-8 Auditorium
9 2311 – 2511 7 Above Principal’s Office BSc 3 F

10 2530 – 2614 8 Above Principal’s Office BSc 3 G
11 2623 – 2896 6 Above Principal’s Office BSc 5 F
12 2899 – 3314 49 Old Library Building BSc 1 A
13 3315 – 3430 - Old Library Building BSc 1 C
14 3444 -3622 53 Old Library Building BA/BSc 1 D
15 3623 – 3853 54 Old Library Building BSc 1 E
16 3854 -4156 47 Old Library Building BSc 1 F
17 4157 – 4321 52 Old Library Building BSc 1 G
18 4353 – 4556 50 Old Library Building BSc 3 C
19 4563 – 4892 67 New Building BSc 3 A
20 4894 – 5054 66 New Building BA/BSc 3 D
21 5078 – 5353 70 New Building BSc 5 A
22 5355 – 5536 64 New Building BA/BSc 5 D
23 5543 – 5700 - Bio Block BSc 1 K
24 5703 – 5902 21 Bio Block BSc 3 B
25 5912 -6181 28 Bio Block BSc 3 I
26 6199 – 6327 30 Bio Block BSc 5 B
27 6328 – 6505 31 Bio Block BSc 5 I
28 6508 – 6806 43 Edusat Building BSc 1 B
29 6815 – 7099 - Edusat Building BSc 1 I

(i) Electronic Gadgets like Cellular/Mobile Phones, any other devices for communication, 
laptop, Bluetooth Device, and calculator are banned inside the Examination Hall. Any 
infringement of these instructions shall entail disciplinary action against the candidate 
concerned including debarment from future Examinations/Selection.

(ii)  Valuable/costly items and bags are also not allowed inside the Examination Venue.
(iii) Any attempt to commit MALPRACTICE or misconduct in the Examination Hall will lead 

to disqualification of the candidate and will be severely penalized
(iv)  Questions for Mains Exam will be Descriptive type, consisting of 100 Marks
(v) The Result for the Mains Examination will be declared on the 2nd of August ‘2018.
(vi) The Selected Candidates shall undergo Computer Practical Exam consisting of 50 marks, 

on the 3rd of August ‘2018 from 09:00 hrs at PHQ, Kohima and Interview/Viva consisting 
of 20 Marks, on the 4th of August ‘2018 from 09:00 hrs onwards at PHQ, Kohima.

All other instruction remain the same as notified in earlier Notification.
 No further notifications will be issued hereafter.

Sd/-
(T. JOHN LONGKUMER) IPS

Director General of Police
Nagaland, KohimaKG-2698

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE 

NAGALAND ::::: KOHIMA.
No.PHQ (A-II) l6/2007 (Pt)/1404  Dated Kohima the 24th July’2018.

NOTIFICATION
With reference to this Office Advertisement No.PHQ(A-II)16/2017 (Pt) dtd 

26th March’ 2018 for the post of Stenographer Gr-III, the number of posts of 
Stenographer Gr-III has been increased from 4 (four) to 5 (five). All the candidates 
except those rejected candidates whose Registration No are mentioned below 
are hereby instructed to report to Police Headquarter 18th Aug’ 2018 at 09.00 am. 
The examination shall consist of test on shorthand and typewriting skills.

The candidates shall bring their Registration card in original, writing material 
and typewriting machine. Shorthand note books will be provided by the 
Department.

The list of rejected candidates are as follows:

No TA/DA will be admissible.
This is for information to all concerned.

(SONIA SINGH) IPS 
Inspector General of Police (HQR) 

Nagaland, Kohima

SI. No Registration No Reason for rejection.

1 1 overage

2 24 overage

3 105 No diploma certificate in stenography

4 121 overage

5 174 No diploma certificate in stenography

6 198 No diploma certificate in stenography

7 209 No diploma certificate in stenography

KG-2697

The last democratically 
elected government com-
pleted its full term on May 
31 but by then Pakistan 
was in turmoil, with Imran 
Khan launching a no-holds 
barred attack on Nawaz 
Sharif, who was forced to 
step down as Prime Minis-
ter by a court on corruption 
charges. 

On the last day of cam-
paigning, Imran Khan 
addressed four rallies in 
the PML-N strongholds 
in Lahore, while PML-N 
President Shahbaz Sharif 
concluded his party’s cam-
paign with a public meet-
ing in Dera Ghazi Khan in 
Punjab, the PML-N base. 
PPP Chairman Bilawal 

Bhutto-Zardari addressed 
supporters in traditional 
bastion Sind before paying 
homage at the graves of his 
assassinated mother Bena-
zir Bhutto and grandfather 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

Polling will begin at 8 
am on Wednesday and end 
at 6 pm. Over 100 political 
parties are in the fray for 
272 seats in the National 
Assembly.

Despite a wave of terror 
attacks, thousands packed 
election rallies even as can-
didates went from home to 
home seeking support. But 
mainstream television and 
social media played a pow-
erful role in the campaign.

Over 200 people, in-

cluding three candidates, 
were killed in terror attacks.

In all, 3,459 candidates 
will contest 272 seats. An-
other 60 seats are reserved 
for women while 10 have 
been kept aside for reli-
gious minorities including 
Hindus. 

Around 1.6 million 
electoral staff will be on 
duty on polling day. Nearly 
half a million police per-
sonnel will be deployed, 
out of which 202,100 will 
be posted in Punjab and 
Islamabad and 100,500 in 
Sindh.

From Adiala Jail in 
Rawalpindi, Nawaz Sharif 
- who has fallen foul of the 
military - asked Pakistanis 

to give “a historic verdict 
which may sweep away 
all those verdicts that have 
made Pakistan a graveyard 
of justice”.

Imran Khan contin-
ued to be aggressive, tell-
ing huge rallies on Mon-
day night that the Sharifs 
claims of development 
were “only in advertise-
ments”. He urged the peo-
ple to change the fate of 
Pakistan.

Others making a strong 
pitch for a slice of power 
are the Muttahida Qau-
mi Movement-Pakistan 
(MQM-P) and Pak Sar-
zameen Party (PSP) in Kara-
chi and the Awami National 
Party (ANP) and Muttahida 
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) in 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. For 
the first time in Pakistan’s 
history, tribal areas will vote 
after being merged with 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.

According to an Elec-
tion Commission official, 
5,878 polling stations have 
been declared “highly sen-
sitive” - official euphemism 
to mean they are prone to 
violence - in Sindh, 5,487 
in Punjab and Islama-
bad, 3,874 in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and FATA and 
1,768 in Balochistan.

In a special message, 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Justice (retd) Sardar 
Raza Khan urged people to 
vote without fail. He prom-
ised a free and fair election.

per said, quoting Choephel, 
the head of  the political 
education department at 
Lhasa Middle School, who 
like many Tibetans uses just 
one name.

No phone number was 
available for the department 
and Chinese authorities 
severely limit foreign jour-
nalists’ access to Tibet. The 

report was viewed on the 
paper’s website today.

China claims Tibet has 
been part of  its territory for 
more than seven centuries 
and regards the Dalai Lama 
as a dangerous separatist.

Many Tibetans insist 
they were essentially inde-
pendent before the Commu-
nist Party’s People’s Libera-

tion Army’s battled its way 
into the Himalayan region 
in 1950.

The presence of  secu-
rity forces was increased 
significantly after deadly 
anti-government rioting 
broke out in Lhasa in 2008 
and spread quickly through 
Tibetan-inhabited areas in 
western China.

Buddhist religious insti-
tutions that form the back-
bone of  the region’s culture 
have become a particular 
target of  the authorities.

The overseas-based In-
ternational Campaign for 
Tibet reported earlier this 
month that young Tibetan 
monks were forced to leave 
one of  the biggest monaster-
ies in a Tibetan region of  
western China as part of  a 
drive to replace monastic 
life with secular education.

That threatens to cut the 
transmission of  religious 
knowledge and monastic 
tradition between monks 
of  different generations, the 
organization said.

Recent months have 
also seen sweeping crack-
downs on traditional Mus-
lim culture among the Ui-
ghur ethnic minority group 
in the northwestern region 
of  Xinjiang and among 
Christians in eastern China.
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“Ukulele Dimapur” playing music for citizens of Mokokchung at MMC Shopping 
Complex on July 24. 

Cardi B says Offset’s 
arrest was intentional

S
amantha Grant, the older 
sibling of the Duchess of 
Sussex, addressed mounting 
claims that she has financially 
benefited from her connection 

to the royal family in her interview on 
ITV’s Good Morning Britain.

The sibling was appearing on the 
show in an effort to bridge the gap be-
tween Meghan Markle and her father, 
Thomas Markle, whom Samantha 
claims has not spoken to Meghan in 
months. 

Grant spoke about being a part of 
the media and broadcasting industry, 
and how making money out of shar-
ing memories isnt “cashing in”, reports 
eonline.com

“I worked in media most of my life 

and in broadcasting, so because my 
sister is suddenly royal isn’t grounds for 
me to stop doing all of that,” said Grant.

“Let’s face it -we all have to survive. 
Money makes the world go round, so if 
you want to call that cashing in, that’s 
fine, but I think no one in media would 
refuse a paycheck for talking about the 
royal and, as a family, we’re not subject 
to royal protocol,” she added.

Samantha concluded, “For some-
one to say, ‘Oh you shouldn’t take any 
money. You should turn down a pay-
check,’ well go tell your boss you don’t 
want a paycheck for interviewing me 
because that’s cashing in.”

Meghan, 36, got married to Prince 
Harry, Duke of Sussex on May 19.

IANS

F
ormer MTV VJ Jesse Camp has 
gone missing, confirmed the 
spokesman for the Riverside 
Police Department in Califor-
nia. Camp, whose real name is 

Josiah Camp, was reported missing on 
July 19 by his sister. Friends and family 
have been sharing concerned messages 
on social media, asking anyone for in-
formation on his whereabouts, reports 
pagesix. Camp, 38, rose to fame in 1998 
when he became an MTV VJ after win-
ning the network’s first “Wanna Be a VJ” 
contest. 

Camp had been keeping in touch 
with his elderly mother via weekly 
phone calls, but according to police, he 
hasn’t contacted her since July 11. 

A former beau of Camp also tried 
to reach out to him but told the police 
that a stranger picked up his cell phone 
and said that Camp had given him the 
phone and three bags of property.

Camp was last seen in Riverside. 
He has not been located in any local 
hospitals or jails.

IANS

A
s Voice Of Nagaland 
(VON) “As one” music 
video crosses 1 mil-
lion views mark with 
the overwhelming 

positive responses and feed-
backs from across the world, 

VON is on its cord to perform in 
Bangkok, Thailand next month, 
informed a press note from VON 
managing director Zangzang 
Zeliang.  The team comprising 
of 15 artists representing all the 
Naga tribes will perform at the 

‘Music fest ‘ in Bangkok. 
“As One’ music is based on 

hope to promote peace and love 
and we believe our voice will 
reach out to rest of the world”, 
stated Zeliang.

EMN

I
t appears Justin Bieber’s mother 
is unimpressed by his engage-
ment to Hailey Baldwin. 

Pattie Mallette has always 
had ‘Yes, Justin Bieber is my 

son’ in her bio on Twitter but just 
hours after the 24-year-old singer 
announced his engagement, she 
wiped it.

Fans then began tweeting Pattie 
asking her if she disapproves of his 
new relationship status, to which 
she simply wrote: ‘If you don’t have 
something nice to say...’

She then poured even more fuel 
on the fire when she started liking 
random posts about rush engage-
ments - although none of them 
referenced Justin and Hailey.

Former US Bachelor star Sean 
Lowe said: ‘Before proposing to a 

woman they’ve only known for a few 
weeks, I think the final guys on The 
Bachelorette should come help me 
scrub my kid’s diarrhea out of my 
living room rug just to make sure 
they’re serious about the whole “I 

want a family with you” thing.’
It comes after Justin uploaded a 

gushy post on Instagram claiming 
that he couldn’t wait to settle down 
with the model and show his siblings 
the true meaning of love.

However, it’s unusual for Pattie to 
dislike Justin’s partners as she previ-
ously said she ‘loves’ his ex-girlfriend 
Selena Gomez, even though the pair 
were very on and off.

She said: ‘I don’t know so much 
about their personal relationship 
because he doesn’t share a whole lot, 
but I love her. I support anything [he 
does], if he loves her I love her, and 
I’ve met her and we have a special 
bond so I think she’s precious. I can’t 
really speak on their relationship, 
that’s between them.’

dailymail.co.uk

“I 
believe I can fly” fame 
singer R. Kelly has de-
nied all the allegations 
levelled against him 
through his latest song 

‘I admit’.
According to cnn.com, the 

singer who is in controversies for 
a long time, packed the 19 minute 
song with lyrics alluding to multiple 
claims of sexual misconduct against 
him, allegations of paedophilia 
and articles written by reporter Jim 
DeRogatis.

Beginning line after line with “I 
admit ...” the singer confesses to a 
multitude of acts, including infidel-
ity, sleeping with his girlfriend’s best 
friend, having sexual relationships 
with fans and going to strip clubs 
every week.

“I admit I was in my own 
way,” he sings.

Acknowledging he’s 
“made some mistakes” and 
has “imperfect ways,” Kelly 
also says he tried to help others 
in the music industry who turned 

on him.
“You may have your opinions, 

entitled to your opinions, but really 
am I supposed to go to jail or 
lose my career because of 
your opinion, Yeah, go ahead 
and stone me, point your 
finger at me, Turn the world 
against me, but only 
God can mute me,” he 
continues.

He even addresses the 
recent accu- sations 
that he’s brain-
washed and 
held 

women in a “sex cult.”
Earlier this year, a woman named 

Faith Rodgers filed a law suit 
against the singer, 

alleging that he 
sexually assaulted 
her, locked her in 
a room to punish 
her for failing to 
please him and 
infected her with 
herpes.

Kelly has 
faced repeated 

allegations of 
sexual miscon-

duct, and with 
the song ‘I admit’, he 
has tried defending 

himself.
IANS

B
ritish pop band The Spice 
Girls are getting back 
together again, band 
member Mel B said on 
Monday. The singer, also 

known as Scary Spice, told a British 
television talk show that all five Spice 
Girls have agreed to the reunion.

“For sure we are getting back 
together,” she said on ITV’s Loose 
Women show. The four other 
members are Victoria Beck-
ham (Posh 
Spice), 
Mel-

anie Chisholm (Sporty Spice), 
Emma Bunton (Baby Spice) and 
Geri Horner, formerly Geri Halliwell 
(Ginger Spice).

Formed in 1994, the group racked 
up album sales in the tens of millions 
during their career and hits includ-
ing Wannabe and Say You’ll Be There 
topped charts across the globe.

Halliwell walked out in 1998 and 
the remain- ing mem-

bers went 
their 
sepa-

rate ways after releasing the album 
Forever in 2000.

The group reformed for a tour in 
2007-2008 and have been hinting at a 
further reunion in 2018.

“We’re sisters at the end of the 
day and what we went through was 
quite an amazing, brilliant, journey 
so we’re together, we’re back togeth-
er,” Mel B said on Monday.

“There’s one that’s been a bit 
difficult (Beckham). But 
she’s getting roped 
in,” she added.

Reuters

“U
kulele 
Dimapur” 
is currently 
on tour 
to spread 

Love through Music. They have 
performed on July 23 at Elite 
Hall and at various locations 
around Mokokchung town on 
Monday like MMC Complex 
and Yongpang Market. 

Their performance in 
Mokokchung is being coor-
dinated by the Mokokchung 
District Musicians Association. 
The band has left for Tuen-
sang district to promote Love 
through Music.

EMN

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.20 pm, 8 pm: 
Dhadak (hindi) 

12 pm: Ant Man And The wasp (Eng 2D)

5.20 pm: Sky 
Scraper (Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Meghan Markle’s 
half-sister addresses 
‘Cashing In’ rumours

Former MTV VJ Jesse 
Camp goes missing

Spice Girls are getting back 
together, Mel B confirms

Ukulele Dimapur spreading 
love through music

Voice Of Nagaland to perform in Bangkok

R.Kelly responds to sexual misconduct 
allegations with song ‘I admit’

Is Justin Bieber’s mom angry about 
his engagement to Hailey Baldwin

Rapper Cardi B has called Offset’s arrest a targeted attack by 
the police and vowed to stick by her man no matter what. The “I 
Like It” rapper is squarely in her husband’s corner regarding his 
recent Georgia arrest, for which he was booked on two felony 
gun charges, reports tmz.com. Cardi B, 25, is echoing Offset’s 
lawyer’s claim that he was pulled over for doing nothing more 
than being a rich, successful black rapper.  The attorney says 
that the guns found by police did not belong to Offset. 

Birthday Greeting
Birthday 
Boy!!!!!!  
Kherito 
Tsong’s. ..

Happy 9th 
birth day!!!!!  
Wishing you 
a very happy 
birth day, on 
this

day 25th July 2018…. as you enter 
in to a new life journey. May God

bless you long life, wisdom and 
knowledge …… have a fabulous and

rocking day….

With regards from, Mum, Dad and Sweet 
Lil..  Bro, Thulunsori Tsong’s. ….
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Technicians and engineers perform light bar testing on NASA’s Parker Solar Probe, which will travel through 
the Sun’s atmosphere, in the Astrotech processing facility near NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, in Titusville, 
Florida, U.S. on June 5, 2018.

NASA set to launch world’s 
first mission to touch the Sun

Virtual reality to help students 
experience dementia first hand

This artificial intelligence model mimics human brain‘New health calculator can 
help predict heart disease risk’

Karnataka takes lead in renewable energy, says IEEFA

This is how smell forms distinct memories

Moon may have harboured life 4 bn years ago
Scientists decode possible origin of human speech

Washington, July 23 (PTI): 
NASA is on schedule to 
launch mankind’s first mis-
sion to the Sun - a car sized 
probe that will swoop to 
within 4 million miles of 
the solar surface, facing 
heat and radiation like no 
spacecraft before. 

The Parker Solar Probe, 
which is expected to take 
off no earlier than August 6 
aboard United Launch Al-
liance Delta IV Heavy, will 
study the Sun closer than 
any human-made object 
ever has. 

“We’ve been studying 
the Sun for decades, and 
now we’re finally going to 
go where the action is,” said 
Alex Young, associate direc-
tor for science in the Helio-
physics Science Division 
at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in the US. 

Our Sun is far more 
complex than meets the 
eye. Rather than the steady, 
unchanging disk it seems 
to human eyes, the Sun is a 
dynamic and magnetically 
active star.

The Sun’s atmosphere 
constantly sends magne-
tised material outward, 
enveloping our solar sys-
tem far beyond the orbit of 
Pluto and influencing every 

world along the way. 
Coils of magnetic en-

ergy can burst out with light 
and particle radiation that 
travel through space and 
create temporary disrup-
tions in our atmosphere, 
sometimes garbling radio 
and communications sig-
nals near Earth. 

The influence of solar 
activity on Earth and oth-
er worlds are collectively 
known as space weather, 
and the key to understand-
ing its origins lies in under-
standing the Sun itself. 

“The Sun’s energy is 
always flowing past our 
world. And even though 

the solar wind is invisible, 
we can see it encircling the 
poles as the aurora, which 
are beautiful - but reveal the 
enormous amount of en-
ergy and particles that cas-
cade into our atmosphere,” 
Nicky Fox, Parker Solar 
Probe’s project scientist at 
the Johns Hopkins Univer-

Toronto, July 24 (IANS): Do you 
know why you instantly recall the 
smell of apple pie prepared way 
back by your grandmother as you 
walk into her kitchen? There is a 
scientific reason behind it.

Researchers have now discov-
ered the mechanism behind how 
smells that one has experienced in 
the past have contributed in the for-
mation of memories -- suggesting a 
novel perspective on the way senses 
are represented in memory.

The findings may explain why 
the loss of the ability to smell has 
been recognised as an early symp-
tom of Alzheimer’s disease and can 
offer opportunities for improved 
smell tests in Alzheimer’s disease 

diagnosis.
“Our findings demonstrate 

for the first time how smells we’ve 
encountered in our lives are recre-
ated in memory,” said lead author 
Afif Aqrabawi from the University 
of Toronto.

“In other words, we have discov-
ered how you are able to remember 
the smell of your grandma’s apple 
pie when walking into her kitchen,” 
Aqrabawi added.

For the study, published in the 
journal Nature Communications, 
the team examined the strong 
connection between memory and 
olfaction -- the process of smelling 
and recognising odours in the mice.

They found that information 

about space and time integrate 
within a region of the brain impor-
tant for the sense of smell known 
as the anterior olfactory nucleus 
(AON).

While examining the function 
of AON, the team uncovered a pre-
viously unknown neural pathway 
between it and the hippocampus 
-- a structure critical for memory 
and contextual representation, and 
highly implicated in Alzheimer’s 
disease.

Mice whose hippocampus-AON 
connection was left intact, refrained 
from returning to familiar loca-
tions to sniff odours that were no 
longer novel whereas those with a 
disconnected pathway returned to 

sniff previously smelled odours for 
longer periods of time.

“They prefer to spend more 
time smelling a new odour than 
one that’s familiar to them. When 
they lose this preference, it’s implied 
they no longer remember the smell 
even though they have sniffed it 
before, so they continue to smell 
something as if for the first time,” 
said Aqrabawi.

“...we now understand which 
circuits in the brain govern the epi-
sodic memory for smell. The circuit 
can now be used as a model to study 
fundamental aspects of human 
episodic memory and the odour 
memory deficits seen in neurode-
generative conditions,” he added.

Washington, July 24 (IANS): 
While the Moon is present-
ly unsuitable for habitation, 
there could have been life 
on its surface about four 
billion years ago, research-
ers have suggested.There 
may have been actually two 
early windows of habitabili-
ty for Earth’s Moon, accord-
ing to the study published 
in the journal Astrobiology.

According to the re-
searchers, conditions on 
the lunar surface were suf-
ficient to support simple 
lifeforms shortly after the 
Moon formed from a debris 
disk four billion years ago 
and again during a peak 
in lunar volcanic activ-
ity around 3.5 billion years 
ago. During both periods, 
the Moon was spewing 
out large quantities of su-
perheated volatile gases, 
including water vapour, 
from its interior, according 
to the researchers.

The researchers said 
that this outgassing could 
have formed pools of liquid 
water on the lunar surface 
and an atmosphere dense 
enough to keep it there for 
millions of years.

“If liquid water and 

New Delhi, July 24 (IANS): Karnataka is the 
new national leader in renewable energy 
generation, US-based Institute for Energy 
Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) 
said on Tuesday.

It has overtaken Tamil Nadu that had 
long been India’s top renewables market.

With a population of more than 60 mil-
lion, Karnataka has a total of 12.3 gigawatts 
(GW) of renewable capacity installed till 
March, after having added five GW in 2017-
18 alone, it said.

IEEFA’s report “Karnataka’s Electricity 
Sector Transformation”, talks about a trend 
driven by state and national energy poli-
cies that have encouraged less reliance on 
imported energy and how declining costs 
have helped build momentum around the 
uptake of renewables, especially solar.

“Tamil Nadu until this year was the 
frontrunner in the race to renewables and 
still leads in wind energy capacity,” IEEFA’s 
Director of Energy Finance Studies Tim 
Buckley told IANS.

The report notes that solar tenders in 
Karnataka have seen near record low bids of 
Rs 2.82-3.06 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) ($41-
44/MWh), materially less than the average 
Rs 3-5/kWh for domestic thermal power 
tariffs and the Rs 5-6/kWh tariffs required 
for imported coal fired power.

And it points out that in June, Karna-
taka introduced reverse auctions for wind-
powered electricity, with an upper cap of Rs 
3.45/kWh, following the success of similar 
auctions in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu in 2017, 
when tariffs fell by as much as 50 per cent to 
as low as Rs 2.43/kWh.

In a “likely pathway” for Karnataka, 
based on IEEFA modelling through 2028, 
the report says Karnataka is set to move 
from being a net importer of electricity to 
having a net balance, and it could become 
a net exporter, a possibility currently con-
strained only by insufficient interstate grid 
capacity. Renewables will account for 23 
GW or 60 per cent of capacity (43 per cent 
of generation), up from 12.3 GW or 46 per 
cent in 2017/18.

Hydro, which accounts for 3.6 GW or 13 
per cent of current capacity, continues to 
provide much-needed dispatchable energy 
to balance the state’s growing, but variable 
wind and solar.

Thermal power’s market share, current-
ly at 10 GW (38 per cent of capacity and 49 
per cent of generation), will remain steady, 
but “needs to better incorporate more flex-
ible, peaking capacity”.

IEEFA conducts research and analyses 
on financial and economic issues related to 
energy and the environment.

New York, July 23 (IANS): 
Researchers have discov-
ered neural circuits in the 
brains of rhesus macaque 
monkeys that could rep-
resent a common origin 
for social communica-
tion, including human 
speech.

The findings showed 
that these circuits are in-
volved in face recogni-
tion, facial expression and 
emotion and they may 
very well have given rise 
to our singular capacity 
for speech.

The team, from the 
Rockefeller University 
in New York City, used a 
novel experimental setup 
to take MRI scans of the 
brains of monkeys as they 
watched video clips of 
other monkeys making 
communicative facial ex-
pressions. When the mon-
keys in the clips made 
a friendly lip-smacking 
gesture, the subject mon-
keys responded in kind -- 
but only when their pre-
recorded peers appeared 
to be making direct eye 

contact with them.
Besides, the face-per-

ception regions of the 
monkeys’ brains that sim-
ply feed information to 
a region associated with 
emotion did not shuttle 
information to one an-
other in straightforward, 
sequential fashion, said 
Winrich Freiwald, scien-
tists at the varsity.

The videos that simu-
lated social interaction 
through direct eye con-
tact caused an unexpect-
ed third neural circuit to 
light up. 

This suggests that 
specific areas of the ani-
mals’ brains are sensi-
tive to social context, and 
perform the specialised 
cognitive functions nec-
essary for social commu-
nication.

Generating a friendly 
lipsmack, in particular, 
activated a region that 
resembles Broca’s area 
-- a portion of the human 
brain concerned with the 
production of speech.

This suggests that 

monkey facial expres-
sions l ike l ipsmacks 
might be evolutionary 
precursors to human 
speech -- a possibility that 
some scientists had previ-
ously discounted on the 
grounds that such ges-
tures were too simple or 
reflexive to pave the way 
for something as subtle 
and sophisticated as hu-
man verbal communica-
tion, Freiwald explained, 
in the paper reported in 
the journal Neuron.

Currently,  the re-
searchers are measuring 
the electrical activity in 
individual neurons in all 
three of the networks re-
vealed in the scans. 

“Understanding this 
in monkeys will help us 
understand communica-
tion in humans, where 
t h i n g s  a re  s o  m u c h 
more complicated,” says 
Freiwald, who describes 
the findings as “an impor-
tant building block” in the 
quest to understand our 
species’ unique way with 
words.

New York, July 24 (IANS): 
Virtual Reality (VR) simula-
tions with models of real-
life patients can help stu-
dents experience dementia 
first-hand and gain better 
understanding of progres-
sive cognitive diseases, in-
cluding Alzheimer’s, say 
researchers.

By experiencing aspects 
of someone else’s journey, 
the students may gain a bet-
ter understanding of, and 
empathy for, older adults 
and their struggles with 
dementia, said neurologists 
at Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference 
(AAIC) 2018 in Chicago on 
Monday.

The VR simulation was 
incorporated into a training 
programme for about 20 
high school students.

The goal of the VR train-
ing was to better prepare 
the young people to inter-
act with older adults with 
Alzheimer’s and other de-
mentias at long-term care 
facilities and adult day care 
centres.

“What we’re hearing 
from the students is that 
experiencing the virtual 
reality training before they 
volunteer improves their 
empathy and increases en-
thusiasm for working with 
the seniors,” said Daniel C. 
Potts of the University of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

“It also may decrease 
the stigma and their nega-
tive attitudes about older 
people,” he added.

The researchers have 
created two Alfred and Bea-
triz modules.

The Alfred module is a 
live-action film, depicting 
the world as experienced by 
a 74-year-old with mild cog-
nitive impairment (MCI), 
macular degeneration and 
high frequency hearing loss.

The Beatriz module in-
cludes five-minute stories 
of a middle-aged Latina as 
she experiences the early, 
middle and later aspects 
of Alzheimer’s disease de-
mentia.

The stories take the 
participant through a digi-

tal version of what it’s like 
to be at the grocery store, 
struggling with other ac-
tivities of daily living and 
sundowning -- when de-
mentia-related confusion 
and agitation get worse 
later in the day.

“Technology like this 
may be useful in expanding 
awareness about what it is 
like to have Alzheimer’s dis-
ease dementia,” said Beth 
Kallmyer, Vice President of 
Care and Support for the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

According to Neelum 
Aggarwal of Rush Universi-
ty Medical Center, Chicago, 
for the students, “it’s a good 
check to see if they have 
empathy for their patients 
and are aware of any bi-
ases they may have towards 
people with dementia”.

The Alzheimer’s As-
sociation International 
Conference (AAIC) is the 
world’s largest gathering of 
researchers from around 
the world focused on Al-
zheimer’s and other de-
mentias.

sity Applied Physics Lab.
“We don’t have a strong 

understanding of  the 
mechanisms that drive that 
wind toward us, and that’s 
what we’re heading out to 
discover,” said Fox. 

The Parker Solar Probe 
carries a lineup of instru-
ments to study the Sun 
both remotely and in situ, 
or directly. Together, the 
data from these instru-
ments should help scien-
tists answer three foun-
dational questions about 
our star. 

A Sun-skimming mis-
sion like Parker Solar Probe 
has been a dream of scien-
tists for decades, but only 
recently has the needed 
technology - like the heat 
shield, solar array cooling 
system, and fault man-
agement system - been 
available to make such a 
mission a reality. 

Parker Solar Probe 
will explore the corona, 
a region of the Sun only 
seen from Earth when the 
Moon blocks out the Sun’s 
bright face during total so-
lar eclipses. The corona 
holds the answers to many 
of scientists’ outstanding 
questions about the Sun’s 
activity and processes.

New York, July 24 (IANS): A 
team of US researchers has 
developed an “artificial syn-
apse” that does not process 
information like a digital 
computer but rather mim-
ics the way human brain 
completes tasks.

The discovery can lead 
to energy-efficient AI devic-
es that would revolutionise 
our lives, said the team from 
University of Pittsburgh.

“The analog nature and 
massive parallelism of the 
brain are partly why hu-
mans can outperform even 
the most powerful comput-
ers when it comes to higher 
order cognitive functions 
such as voice recognition 
or pattern recognition in 

complex and varied data 
sets,” explained Dr Feng 
Xiong, Assistant Professor 
of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering.

An emerging field called 
“neuromorphic comput-
ing” focuses on the design 
of computational hardware 
inspired by human brain. 

Dr Xiong and his team 
built graphene-based “ar-
tificial synapses” in a 2D 
honeycomb configuration 
of carbon atoms. 

Graphene’s conductive 
properties allowed the re-
searchers to finely tune its 
electrical conductance.

The graphene synapse 
demonstrated excellent 
energy efficiency just like 

biological synapses, said 
the study published in the 
journal Advanced Materials.

In the recent resurgence 
of AI, computers can rep-
licate the brain in certain 
ways but it takes about a 
dozen digital devices to 
mimic one analog synapse. 

The human brain has 
hundreds of trillions of 
synapses for transmitting 
information, so building a 
brain with digital devices is 
seemingly impossible, or at 
the very least, not scalable. 

Xiong Lab’s approach 
provides a possible route for 
the hardware implementa-
tion of large-scale artificial 
neural networks.

The graphene-based 

neural networks can be em-
ployed in flexible and wear-
able electronics to enable 
computation at the “edge of 
the Internet” - places where 
computing devices such as 
sensors make contact with 
the physical world.

“By empowering even a 
rudimentary level of intel-
ligence in wearable elec-
tronics and sensors, we can 
track our health with smart 
sensors, provide preventive 
care and timely diagnos-
tics, monitor plants growth 
and identify possible pest 
issues, and regulate and 
optimize the manufac-
turing process,” Dr Xiong 
explained.

The development of an 

artificial brain that func-
tions like the analog hu-
man brain still requires a 
number of breakthroughs, 
said researchers.

There is a need to find 
the right configurations to 
optimise these new “artifi-
cial synapses”. 

Despite the challenges, 
Dr Xiong said he’s opti-
mistic about the direction 
they’re headed.

“We are excited about 
this progress since it can 
potentially lead to the en-
ergy-efficient, hardware 
implementation of neuro-
morphic computing, which 
is currently carried out in 
power-intensive GPU clus-
ters,” he noted.

a significant atmosphere 
were present on the early 
Moon for long periods of 
time, we think the lunar 

surface would have been at 
least transiently habitable,” 
said study co-author Dirk 
Schulze-Makuch from the 

Washington State Univer-
sity in the US.

The researcher’s work 
draws on results from re-

Toronto, July 23 (PTI): Scientists have 
created a novel online health calculator 
which they say could help people predict 
the risk of heart disease, and estimate their 
heart age. The calculator, described in the 
Canadian Medical Association Journal, ac-
counts for socio-demographic factors such 
as ethnicity, sense of belonging and educa-
tion, as well as health status and lifestyle 
behaviours.

“What sets this cardiovascular risk 
calculator apart is that it looks at healthy 
living,” said Doug Manuel, a senior scientist 
at The Ottawa Hospital in Canada.

Using a “big data” approach, research-
ers used routinely collected data on 104,219 
Ontario residents from the Canadian Com-
munity Health Surveys (2001 to 2007) to 
develop and validate the Cardiovascular 

Disease Population Risk Tool (CVDPoRT).
The calculator allows individuals to ac-

curately predict their risk of hospitalisation 
or death from cardiovascular disease within 
the next five years.

For example, if their risk is five per cent, 
it means that five in 100 people like them 
will experience a serious cardiovascular 
event in the next five years, researchers said.

The calculator also provides heart age, 
an easy-to-understand measure of heart 
health, they said.

Unlike other risk prediction tools, the 
CVDPoRT considers many factors, such as 
sociodemographic status, environmental 
influences like air pollution, health be-
haviours ranging from smoking status to 
alcohol intake to physical activity, health 
conditions and more.

cent space missions and 
sensitive analyses of lunar 
rock and soil samples that 
show the Moon is not as dry 
as previously thought.

Life on the Moon could 
have originated much as it 
did on Earth but the more 
likely scenario is that it 
would have been brought 
in by a meteorite, according 
to Schulze-Makuch.

The earliest evidence 
for life on Earth comes from 
fossilised cyanobacteria 
that are between 3.5 and 3.8 
billion years old. 

During this time, the 
solar system was domi-
nated by frequent and gi-
ant meteorite impacts. It 
is possible that meteorites 
containing simple organ-
isms like cyanobacteria 
could have been blasted off 
the surface of the Earth and 
landed on the Moon.

“It looks very much like 
the Moon was habitable at 
this time,” Schulze-Makuch 
said. 

“There could have actu-
ally been microbes thriving 
in water pools on the Moon 
until the surface became 
dry and dead,” Schulze-
Makuch added.
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Members of the 3E Nagaland seen here after a press conference in Kohima on Monday.

EM Images

Menguzelie Rutsa of New Market FC, in green, vying for the ball with a Khriekesa FC player during their 
league match at the Kohima local ground on Tuesday.

EM Images

Sunil Chhetri

The winners, with their team coach, pose with their medals.

Participants of the NSCA summer camp seen here with their instructors.

Paul Pogba

Combat sports festival 
to begin from October 22

Coach Mourinho urges Pogba to show 
World Cup performance for Man United

Chhetri extends stint at 
Bengaluru FC till 2021

KFL: New Market 
thrash Khriekesa FC 3-0

Nagaland Taekwon-do Federation excels at international c’shipNagaland Sport Climbing Association summer camp held

Festival includes NagaWrestleMania 7, Nagaland Taekwondo League, Mixed Martial Arts

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 24 (EMN): 
The Combat Sports festival 
organised by 3E Nagaland 
will begin from October 22 
till the 27th at the Kohima 
local ground.
This was announced by 
managing director 3E Keth-
osituo Elvis Mepfuo in a 
press conference at the Cap-
ital convention centre, Ko-
hima on Monday evening.

This year, 3E has intro-
duced Nagaland Taekwon-
do League in the Sports 
Combat festival which will 
be one of a first kind in Na-

galand
NagaWrestleMania 7
Unlike the previous edi-
tions, NagaWrestleMania 7 
(King of the Ring Series), the 
organisers have informed 
that there will be no indi-
vidual category champion-
ship but wrestlers in both 
category who survive up 
to certain stages of com-
petition will be grouped 
together to vie for the King 
of the Ring Championship.

The preliminary rounds 
will be played separately in 
categories for lightweight 
(74 kg and below) and 

heavyweight (above 74 Kg).
Elvis said the change in 

format is brought about in 
order to wind up the event 
in a day as it is observed 
that injury sustained in 
category championships 
often leads to non-partic-
ipation in the King of the 
Ring Championship.

Cash prize details will 
be notified when regis-
tration starts in the later 
part of August 2018, he 
informed.
Nagaland Taekwondo 
League
For the first time in the 

sports combat festival, the 
organisers have informed 
that the Nagaland Tae-
kwondo League will set its 
debut in the festival. The 
event will be organised by 
Nagaland Taekwondo As-
sociation (NTA).

In due course of time, 
the NTA will announce the 
date, time and other details 
of the event.

In t e re s t e d  p l a ye r s 
may either wait for NTA's 
announcement or get in 
touch with NTA officials for 
more information said the 
organisers.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 24 (EMN): Goals from Acha-
mo Shitio, Menguzelie Rutsa and Rhetso 
Mero helped New Market beat Khriekesa 
FC 3-0 and register their first win in the 2nd 
Kohima Football League here at the Kohima 
local ground on Tuesday.

With the win, New Market has now 
three points in two matches after losing the 
first match against defending champions 
Ziekezou SC in the first round.

New Market started the match brightly 
and the woodwork did deny them a goal as 
Menguzelie hit the bar in the 10th minute. 
But within a minute, Achamo Shitio con-
verted a spot kick in the 11th minute to give 
the lead for New Market. In the process Salu 
Kulim was brought down by an opponent 
defender in the 18 yard box for the referee 
to award a penalty.

Salu also got his opportunity to score as 
Rhetso Mero latched a ball for him to score 
but his shot went directly to the keeper in 
the 20th minute. Mero also failed to score 
into the empty net after he managed to get 
the ball inside the D Box but shot the ball 

wide the target in the 24th minute.
But with Menguzelie pace and effort, he 

finally got his name in the score sheet in the 
dying minutes of the first half to give New 
Market a 2-0 lead.

New Market FC was wasteful in the first 
half despite getting numerous opportuni-
ties. While Khriekesa FC failed to breach the 
defensive line as they failed to register a goal 
on target in the first half.

Khriekesa domination in the second 
half started with their counter attacks but 
lack of finishing rued their opportunities. 
The best chance came from Keneingutuo 
for Khriekesa but his shot initially hit the 
woodwork to deny them a goal again in 
the 49th minutes. Vekhruto Resu shot was 
also carried away by the keeper Koza in the 
69th minutes to keep the team with two 
goals lead. 

Rhetso Mero then scored from a defen-
sive error in the 78th minute for New Market 
FC to finish the game 3-0.

Wednesday’s matches
Ziekezou SC vs Vanguard FC at 12
United 16 vs Twenty XI FC at 2 pm

Dimapur, July 24 (EMN): 
Seven Taekwon-do players 
from Nagaland Taekwon-
do Federation (ITF) rep-
resented India at the 6th 
South Asian ITF Taekwon-
do championship held at 
Kathmandu, Nepal from 
July 12 till the 15th accord-
ing to a press note received 
here on Tuesday.

The team was led by 
team coach Sujit Roy, Black 
belt 4th degree and Inter-
national Instructor and Ref-
eree. Nagaland team won 
one gold, three silver and 
three bronze medals. 

The players who won 
medals are as follows: 

1. Haden Odyuo won a 
gold medal in 57-63 weight 
category below 18 years 
(individual sparring) 

2. Kupto H Assumi won 
a Silver medal in 51-57 
weight category above 18 
years (individual sparring) 

3. Shanchothung Ngul-
lie won a silver medal in 51-

Dimapur, July 24 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Sport Climbing Asso-
ciation (NSCA) con-
cluded its 3rd sum-
mer camp held from 
July 16 till the 20th 
at the NSCA institute 
opposite power full 
Nagarjan in Dimapur.  

According to a 
press statement from 
the NSCA informa-
tion and publicity 
secretary, around 12 
students from vari-
ous schools took part 
in the event and the 
prime course offered 
during the summer 
camp included jum-
mering, knotting, 
rappelling, and zip 
line.

Participants were 
also taken to the Pat-
kai range for activities 
on rock climbing as 
part of Rappelling in 
natural rock face.

Manchester, July 24 (IANS): 
Manchester United head 
coach Jose Mourinho feels 
the World Cup was the 
perfect stage for France's 
midfielder Paul Pogba to 
shine as the environment 
is suited for him to con-
centrate rather than while 
playing for the English foot-
ball club.

Pogba had an aver-
age season with United 
but played a key role in 
France's World Cup win, 
scoring in the 4-2 final vic-
tory against Croatia.

His form during the 
tournament was in contrast 
to his displays for United 
since his big money move 
from Juventus in 2016.

"I don't think it's about 
us getting the best out of 
him, it's about him giving 
the best he has to give," 
Mourinho was quoted as 
saying by ESPN FC.

Mourinho said it is 
down to the 25-year old, 
currently on a holiday in 
Los Angeles, to bring his 
best out more than we mo-
tivating him.

"I think the World Cup 

X-1 International (Mixed 
Martial Arts)

X - 1  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
(Mixed Martial Arts) will 
also be part of the festi-
val. The X-1 is a new MMA 
promotion that has been 
launched recently with a 
series of fights planned 
across the country, of 
which the Kohima show 
will be one of the antici-
pated event said Elvis.

He informed that there 
will be two fight cards - an 
open card which will be 
drawn from open registra-
tion of interested amateur 
fighters in different weight 
classes and a closed card 
which will be pre-deter-
mined with already estab-
lished fighters vying for the 
championship titles.

He said the open card 
participants will also get 
the chance to climb x-l 
rankings to carve a career 
as semi-pro and pro fight-
ers in the future.

The registration for 
open card will also com-
mence simultaneously 
with the Naga Wrestle Ma-
nia 7 in the later part of 
August.

The Combat Sports fes-
tival will also feature eth-
nic food and merchandise 
stalls, where the organis-
ers has invited interested 
parties to contact 3E for 
management of stalls on 
tender basis.

is the perfect habitat for 
a player like him to give 
(his) best. Why? Because it's 
closed for a month, where 
he can only think about 
football. Where he's with 
his team on the training 
camp, completely isolated 
from the external world, 
where they focus just on 
football, where the dimen-
sions of the game can only 

motivate," he said.
"During a season, you 

can have a big match then 
a smaller match, then one 
even smaller, then you can 
lose your focus, you can 
lose your concentration, 
then comes a big match 
again. In the World Cup, the 
direction of the emotion, of 
the responsibility, of the big 
decisions is always growing 

up," the Portuguese tacti-
cian added.

"You are in the group 
phase, you go to the last 
16, to the quarter-finals, to 
the semi-finals, to the final. 
This feeds the motivation. 
This feeds the concentra-
tion of a player. So I think 
it was the perfect environ-
ment for him."

Mourinho said Pogba 

Bengaluru, July 24 (IANS): Bengaluru FC 
skipper Sunil Chhetri put pen to paper on 
a fresh one-year deal at the Indian Super 
League (ISL) club, the Blues announced 
on Tuesday.

The deal, which adds to his current 
contract at the club, will see the AIFF 
'Player of the Year' be a part of the JSW 
Group-owned side until the end of the 
2020-2021 season.

The 33-year-old Chhetri had earlier 
signed a three-year deal with the Blues 
ahead of their move to the ISL last season. 
Chhetri, who is the longest serving player 
at the club, spoke of his delight at the ex-
tension.

"I have always said that this club and 
these fans have been the most fantastic 
experience of my life and signing a new 
deal here is only a way of giving back to 
a club that has given so much to me. I've 
made some fantastic memories here and 
I believe there are many more to make," 
he said.

Having won the club's 'Top Scorer of 
the Year' award for five consecutive sea-
sons, Chhetri is Bengaluru's highest goal 
scorer, with 71 goals in 144 appearances.

"It's special to have Sunil Chhetri play 
for us. He is, by far, the fittest player around 
and he has proven so many times that age 
is just a number," said Parth Jindal, CEO of 
Bengaluru FC.

"We are excited to have Sunil the player, 
more excited to have Sunil the leader and 
most excited to have Sunil the enigma. His 

showed "extra commit-
ment" while playing for 
France at the World Cup 
and should do the same 
when he dons the United 
shirt this season.

Pogba was dropped 
from the team by Mourinho 
for a crucial Champions 
League clash with Sevilla 
last season.

He returned to the team 
to net twice as United came 
back from 0-2 down to win 
3-2 against Manchester 
City at the Etihad Stadium.

"I think players in the 
World Cup, they really feel 
that extra commitment 
with a country, with the 
people, that extra responsi-
bility that makes them -- by 
the emotional point of view 
-- to be sometimes even 
overcommitted," he said.

"So they play for the 
team, and only for the 
team, and the team is the 
most important thing, and 
they do everything to try to 
succeed. So I think it's the 
perfect environment for 
a talented player like him 
to focus, to fully focus on 
the job."

hunger, desire and passion is immense 
and he is the torchbearer of Indian foot-
ball."

"For us, the club was built around Sunil 
and continues to do so. We hope he stays 
for as long as possible at BFC in the capac-
ity of a player and beyond," he added. 

Bengaluru FC are currently in pre-
season training at their residential facilities 
in Bellary, following which they will fly out 
to Spain for a pre-season camp. 

The Blues' first competitive match of 
the season kicks off in less than a month, 
when they take on Turkmenistan's Altyn 
Asyr FK in a two-legged Inter-Zone semi-
final of the AFC Cup, on August 22 and 29. 

57 weight category below 18 
years (individual sparring)

4. Shingyieh Y. Konyak 
won a silver medal in female 
group sparring and bronze 
medal in 46-51 weight cat-
egory (individual sparring)

5. Pika H. Yepthomi won 
a bronze medal in 46-50 
weight category above 18 
years (individual sparring) 

6. Kamal Dhar won 
a bronze medal in 64-69 
weight category above 18 

years (individual sparring)  
In addition to the med-

als won by the players, Sujit 
Roy, was adjudged the best 
referee of the championship 
and was awarded with me-
mento, certificate and cash.


