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Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland’s health author-
ities on Monday served 
a notice for suspension 
of trade license to a well-
known baking unit in Ko-
hima: Popular Bakers, for 
failing to improve its stand-
ard of hygiene at the unit 
despite a previous notice to 
resolve its sanitation issues.

A team of health and 
food safety officers, led by 
the state program officer 
for Food Safety Dr. Akou 
Sorhie and chief medical 
officer (CMO) of Kohima 
Dr. Ritu Thur, conducted a 
‘surprise’ inspection to the 
unit this evening.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror after the inspection, 
Thur said that his estab-
lishment had issued a no-
tice on June 21 to Popu-
lar Bakers to improve the 
condition of their kitchen 
(baking unit) with regard 
to hygiene according to 
the regulations in the Food 
Safety and Standards Act of 

2006. He expressed dismay 
that despite a lapse of one 
month, the baking unit 
was yet to fulfil the criteria. 
The officer pointed out 
that any food manufac-
turing unit that does not 
keep up with the required 
standards stipulated by 
the Food Safety Act would 
mean that the products 
pose health hazards to the 
public.

Following the crack-
down on Popular Bakers, 
the team also reportedly 
checked the kitchen of 
Paradise Restaurant in the 
same vicinity and decided 
to issue a notice for im-
provement to the estab-
lishment as well. The res-
taurant’s kitchen was said 
to have been found want-
ing: Gathered dust and 
cockroaches all over the 
place; food items left un-
covered, and food handlers 
not possessing necessary 
food safety certifications. 
The CMO informed that 
samples have been taken 

for testing. 
As of now, the official 

said, the most the health 
authorities can do is issue 
notices for improvement. 
In the event the food units 
fail to comply with the or-
der, the authorities will 

recommend invalidation 
of trade licences.

Food Safety Commis-
sioner Himato Zhimomi 
took to Twitter on Monday 
evening tweeting that a lot 
of shortfall was detected 
in the two establishments 

during the day’s inspec-
tion. “Dr. Akhou leads team 
of food safety officers to 
Popular Bakery, Paradise 
restaurant in Kohima to-
day. Notices for improve-
ment given. Shortfalls ga-
lore!” he tweeted.

New Delhi, July 23 (PTI): Those not part 
of the draft National Register of Citizens 
(NRC), a list of Assam's residents, will 
not automatically be declared foreigners, 
but will get a one-month window to file 
claims and objections, besides subsequent 
judicial recourse, a senior Home Ministry 
official said today.

The NRC, to be published on July 30, 
is only a draft and after its publication, ad-
equate opportunities for filing claims and 
objections will be available to those whose 
names are excluded from it, he added.

"All claims and objections will be duly 
examined. The NRC authorities will give a 
one-month window, when all objections 
and complaints will be examined after 
giving a proper hearing to the complain-
ants. Only thereafter, the final NRC will be 
published," the official said.

Exclusion from the final NRC does not 
mean automatic declaration of anyone as 
foreigner and once the final document is 
published, if someone is dissatisfied, he or 
she can always go to a foreigners' tribunal 
in the state to get justice, he added.

There are around 300 foreigners' tribu-
nals in Assam.

The official said no one should have 
any apprehension about the exercise and 
added that adequate central paramilitary 
forces were dispatched to Assam to assist 
the state administration to deal with any 
law-and-order situation.

Yesterday, Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh had said there was no need to panic 
and all bona fide Indians will be given 

adequate opportunities to prove their 
citizenship.

He had also said the NRC was being 
updated in accordance with the "Assam 
Accord" signed on August 15, 1985 and the 
process was being carried out as per the 
directions of the Supreme Court, which 
was monitoring it continuously.

The home minister had asserted that 
the NRC exercise was being carried out in a 
totally impartial, transparent and meticu-
lous manner and will continue so.

The part draft of the NRC was pub-
lished on the intervening night of Decem-
ber 31 and January 1, wherein the names of 
1.9 crore of the 3.29 crore applicants were 
incorporated.

On July 30, the fate of all 3.29 crore ap-
plicants will be decided.

The massive exercise, aimed at identi-
fying the illegal immigrants in the north-
eastern state bordering Bangladesh, is 
being carried out following a decision in 
2005 after a series of meetings involving 
the central and state governments and 
the influential All Assam Students' Union 
(AASU).

When the NRC was first prepared 
in Assam in 1951, the state had 80 lakh 
citizens.

The process of identification of illegal 
immigrants in Assam has been debated 
and has become a contentious issue in the 
state's politics.

A six-year agitation demanding iden-
tification and deportation of illegal immi-
grants was launched by the AASU in 1979.

New Delhi, July 23 (IANS): Human 
Resource Development Minister 
Prakash Javadekar on Monday said 
the new body to replace the Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC) will 
be autonomous with two separate 
wings -- one for regulatory func-
tions and the other for providing 
grants to higher education institu-
tions.

"We are not converting the UGC 
into a bureaucratic body. It will be 
autonomous. We will only change 

the name. It has to concentrate on 
quality of education and mainte-
nance of standards," Javadekar told 
the Lok Sabha after members raised 
the issue. 

He was replying to some mem-
bers who raised apprehensions 
over the government bringing in 
the Higher Education Commis-
sion of India Bill, 2018 that seeks to 
repeal the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) Act, 1956.

The minister said the UGC was 

created in 1956, when the country 
had 20 universities, 500 colleges 
and around 200,000 students.

But now there were 900 univer-
sities, 40,000 colleges and over 3.5 
crore students in the country.

The new act proposes to estab-
lish the Higher Education Com-
mission ostensibly to improve the 
quality of higher education in the 
country and bring it at par with 
international standards.

K.C. Venugopal of the Congress 

asked the government if it had 
sought opinions from stakeholders 
and the public before bringing in 
changes. Javadekar said the minis-
try had received "10,000 reactions" 
from different people and the gov-
ernment was reviewing them. 

Calling the Higher Education 
Commission Act an "old wine in 
new bottle", AIADMK member M. 
Thambidurai asked: "Why can't 
they strengthen the UGC instead of 
replacing it with a new bill?" 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The bandh in 
Assam in force since Monday morning 
has been lifted after 6 pm, according 
to updates from the coordinator of the 
Border Peace Coordination Committee 

(Assam-Nagaland). 
Initially intended to last 48 hours, 

the bandh was reduced to 12 hours 
i.e., from 6 am Monday till 6 pm, it was 
informed. 

New Delhi, July 23 (IANS): 
The Congress on Monday 
objected to an officer al-
legedly taking notes and 
counting the number of the 
opposition members dur-
ing the Question Hour and 
alleged that he was carrying 
out "surveillance".

Lok Sabha Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan then as-
sured the Congress MPs 
that she would look into 
the matter.

Bringing the attention 
of Lok Sabha Speaker Sumi-
tra Mahajan to the issue, 
Congress leader Mallikarju-
na Kharge said: "An officer 
standing in the Officer's 
Gallery was taking notes 
of the debates and even 
counting the number of the 
opposition members."

"It is surveillance. Who 
is he? Why is he taking 
notes? He is counting the 
number of the MPs this 
side," Kharge said.

However, the Speaker 
assured the opposition 
members that she will look 
into the matter and said 

Ranchi, July 23 (IANS): The 
Jharkhand government is 
working on a policy under 
which if a tribal girl mar-
ries a non-tribal, she will be 
barred from buying tribal 
land.

"According to a draft of 
the proposed law, if a tribal 
girl marries a non-tribal boy, 
she would be barred from 
buying tribal land. The draft 
will soon be brought before 
the Tribal Advisory Council 
meeting," said an official 
of the Land and Revenue 
department.

The official said: "The 
married girl will be issued a 

caste certificate in which her 
husband's name and caste 
will be mentioned. This will 
stop transfer of tribal land 
to a non-tribal. Some other 
states of the country such 
as Odisha have such laws".

In Jharkhand, the Cho-
tanagpur Tenancy Act 
barred non-tribals from 
buying tribal land. The offi-
cials said there are instances 
of a large number of non-
tribals getting married to 
tribal girls to buy tribal land.

The legislation will be 
brought to the state Assem-
bly after the Tribal Advisory 
Council's go-ahead.

New Delhi, July 23 (PTI): All states 
and Union Territories have been 
asked to communicate to temples, 
mosques, gurudwaras and church-
es about the ill-effect of single-use 
plastic and encourage their staff 
and visitors not to use those, the 
government said today.

Minister of State for Environ-
ment Mahesh Sharma, in written 
reply to a question in the Rajya 
Sabha, said the Environment Min-
istry has written to the offices that 
come under its own administra-
tive control, offices of the central 
government and its departments, 
major PSUs, corporates and in-
stitutions to eliminate single-use 
plastic products, including water 
bottles and take away coffee cups.

"Letters were issued to chief 
secretaries of all the states and 

UTs to communicate with tem-
ples, mosques, gurudwaras and 
churches in their states on ill-effect 
of 'single-use plastic' and to en-
courage staff and visitors to pro-
hibit single-use plastic products," 
he said.

The institutions, offices and 
departments have been asked to 
eliminate single-use plastic prod-
ucts, including water bottles, take 
away coffee cups, lunch wrapped 
in disposable plastic packaging, 
plastic bags, disposable food con-
tainers, plates and containers made 
of polystyrene foam, plastic straws 
and others from their offices.

"Schools have been reached 
through eco-clubs operating in the 
respective states to create aware-
ness about ill-effect of 'single-
use plastic' and eliminate them," 

Sharma said.
India recently hosted World 

Environment Day 2018 with the 
theme 'beat plastic pollution'. 
During an event to celebrate the 
WED-2018 on June 5 in New Delhi, 
Environment Minister Harsh Vard-
han, in presence of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, pledged to elimi-
nate single-use plastics from India 
by 2022.

Sharma said plastic is used at 
a high level in the day-to-day life.

"However, due to various envi-
ronmental reasons the rules pre-
scribe plastic bags with thickness 
less than 50 microns to be prohib-
ited. Further, many state govern-
ments and UTs have imposed ban 
on plastic carry bags irrespective of 
thickness in order to prevent litter-
ing of plastic," he said.

Esther Verma
Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): On 
July 9, a lone Naga woman de-
feated all odds and brought 
pride not just to Nagaland but to 
the country too by becoming the 
first woman to summit Mount 
Stok Kangri in 24 hours. 

Sangke Konyak from Naga-
land is the first woman in the 
country to scale Stok kangri, 
the highest summit that can be 
trekked (20,187 feet) in India 
and the highest mountain in 
the Stok range of the Himalayas.

Konyak says she had never 
had any technical training in 
mountaineering prior to Stok 
Kangri. "I do a lot of running 
and some basic yoga which 
helped me a lot for the trek," 
she said. She explained that 
the best advice that helped her 
came from the locals of Stok 
village: "If the mountain is 
ready for you, you will be able 
to climb it; respect it and it will 
welcome you."

Scaling Stok Kangri, she says 
generally takes 3-4 days on an 
average from Stok village to the 
base camp and up to the sum-

mit and then back to the village. 
"More than going up, de-

scending is more challenging 
as all your energy has been ex-
hausted climbing up," Sangke 
informed.

The avid nature and moun-
tain lover did the solo trek with 
her guide Dorjay and informed 
that it was also the first time for 
the guide to trek the summit in 
24 hours. 

Sangke by profession is a 
mental health counsellor at a 
reputed school in New Delhi. 
She informed that her interest 
in mountain climbing grew 
even more after she had "over-
whelming stories" to tell her 
students. 

"I do it out of passion and 
I have become more aware of 
myself, which also helps in my 
profession," she said. 

Even though the mountain 
is often climbed as an initial 
non-technical mission into 
high altitude mountaineering, 
Konyak elaborated the many 
challenges from even this type 
of trekking.

"You need to be prepared 

mentally and be aware of your 
body since oxygen level drops 
to 50% in the mountains; at 
times you can even hear your 
own heartbeat," she revealed. 
She explained that one should 
be able to know when to turn 
back and descend if the body 
cannot take it. 

"I also collected plastic bot-

tles along my way up to take 
back down to the base camp for 
disposal," she said. One will see 
plastic pollution even in most 
remote areas.

"When all these things hap-
pen, you become grateful and 
learn to value things in life," the 
counsellor said. 

When asked about the chal-

lenges she faced when ascend-
ing, Sangke proudly replied that 
she did not face any major chal-
lenge except that she did not 
sleep for the entire trek. "I did 
not sleep for 24 hours and since 
we lose appetite when you go 
higher, I just kept eating energy 
bars to stay awake," she said. 

"I did a lot of research and I 

follow a lot of famous climbers 
on social networking sites," she 
informed when asked about 
the strategies she had in mind 
before the trek. "I just did a lot of 
reading up on what to eat, what 
not to eat, and what to do etc."

Apart from the feat, this 
Naga lady has another accom-
plishment under her belt. "I 
am told that I am also the first 
woman in regard to ascend time 
to scale Mentok Kangri, in the 
eastern range of Ladakh in five 
hours from base camp which 
usually takes a minimum of 8 
hours."  The Mentok Kangri is 
stated to be at a height of 20,500 
feet. 

When queried about her 
plans in mountaineering, she 
responded: "I know everybody 
talks about Everest but for me 
it is more about the mountain 
calling me; I need to have a 
strong calling and feeling to 
scale it and if it happens I would 
love to do it," she said. At the 
moment though, she wants to 
focus more on peaks in the In-
dian Himalayas of Ladakh and 
Uttarkhand. 

Sangke Konyak and her guide Dorjay atop Mount Stok Kangri.  
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Safety checks in Dimapur continues 
Eastern Mirror Desk 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The chief medi-
cal officer of Dimapur Vikato Kinimi and 
a team of food safety officials carried out 
inspections at the Breeze Bakery and 
Popsicle ice-cream factory in Dimapur 
on Monday. The commissioner-secretary 
for Health and Family Welfare Himato 
Zhimomi informed that the proprietors 
of the two establishments have been di-
rected to make improvements.

Zhimomi lamented that some hotels 
and restaurants were not taking things 
to task even after knowing that the food 
safety officials had been carrying out in-
spections in Dimapur. He wondered why 
they should make changes only after the 
inspections.

The commissioner mentioned that 
he was happy to see Plaza bakery making 
quick changes for food safety and hy-
giene. “Subsequent to our notice, happy 
to inform that Plaza bakery already in 
massive improvement and cleanliness 
drive,” Zhimomi tweeted on Twitter.

“I want to make Nagaland the most 
hygienic and healthy food available in 
India,” Zhimomi stated, adding that he 
was not doing so just for prosecution but 
for the benefit of the people.

Zhimomi informed that the check 
will continue. He expressed gratitude 
to the food safety team of doctors, food 
safety officers, food analysts, and lab 
technicians. “Food safety team is work-
ing together and I am proud of my team.”

she could not see the Officers' 
Gallery from her seat.

Meanwhile, Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun 
Ram Meghwal said the con-
cerned officer belonged to his 
Ministry and was doing his duty.

Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar in an apparent jibe 
at Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi said the proceedings of 
the House were telecast live and 
everyone could see what was 
happening in the House.

"People can even see who is 
winking in the House," he said, 
referring to the Gandhi's wink in 
the House on Friday during the 
no-confidence motion after his 
speech and hug to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. 



Womenfolk trained in eco-friendly business practices 

Kros College hosts seminar on 
oral tradition in Naga history 

Mkg. KVK’s head receives 
‘best scientist award’

Health dept. to launch health protection mission 
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Dr. Zokho Venuh and participants, at Kros College in Kohima during the seminar.

Dr. Pijush Kanti Biswas receiving the award at the 6th faculty branding 
award ceremony in Kolkata.

Khezhakeno to be LED lighted 
village
Khezhakeno village will be declared as LED lighted 
village, which would be inaugurated on July 27 at 11 
am at the village council hall with the deputy commis-
sioner of Phek, Orenthung Lotha, as the special guest. 
Short speeches would be delivered by CPO president 
Kekhwengolo Lea; VCC Khezhakeno S Kepfhelhou 
Ladu; additional secretary and additional director 
ATI, Kevekha Kevin Zehol; and TPO president Timikha 
Koza.

Special camp for people with 
disability
The extra assistant commissioner of Wokha, 
Tumpen Tsanglao has informed that the Wokha 
District Legal Services Authority (WDLSA) would 
conduct special camp for people with disability on 
July 31 and August 1 at Town Hall in Wokha. All con-
cerned are requested to participate for the welfare 
of the disabled persons.

Meluri’s ADC convenes 
meeting
The additional deputy commissioner of Meluri, Rho-
sietho Nguori has convened a coordination meeting 
on July 25 at 10:30 am at DBs’ court to discuss various 
matters pertaining to government offices as well as to 
chalk out programme for the celebration of Indepen-
dence Day. All head of offices/ educational institu-
tions in Meluri are requested to attend the meeting 
positively.

HPC convenes meeting with 
DNSU constituent units
The High Power Committee of the Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF) on Dimapur Naga Students’ Union 
(DNSU) imbroglio has convened the 2nd joint meet-
ing with all the constituent units of the DNSU on July 
28 at 11 am at DNSU office. The committee has invited 
president and general secretary of all affiliated unit to 
attend the meeting without fail.

EDBA elects new team
The East Dimapur Business Association (EDBA) has 
elected its new office bearers for the tenure of 2018 
-2021. The new team will be led by Atoka Zhimomi as 
president, Azolo Nuh and Mukibur Rahman as vice-
presidents, Joseph Mero as general secretary Krishna 
Chetrry as joint secretary, Toviho Sumi as treasure, and 
Anpa Chophy as secretary (organising).

NSCN (R) clarifies
The NSCN (R) has clarified the news report which 
appeared on July 22 in various sections of the local 
dailies pertaining to discharge of its member. The 
group has clarified that the address of ‘Capt.’ Inito 
bearing Naga Army No. 15210, son of Vihokhe should 
be read as Amiphoto colony, Zunheboto town, and 
not as published. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur July 23 (EMN): 
Kros College dept. of His-
tory has organised a state 
level seminar on July 21 at 
the college on the theme 
“Preserving the Past: The 
role of Oral Tradition in 
Naga History”. 

The objective of the 
seminar was to promote 
and preserve the heritage 
of Naga history, which has 
been handed down orally, 

a press release received 
here on Monday informed. 

Sp e c i a l  g u e s t ,  D r. 
Zokho Venuh, vice prin-
cipal of Capital College, 
Kohima, in his address 
stressed on the survey and 
identification of poten-
tial sites that is possible 
through the information 
available from oral tradi-
tion. 

Research Scholars in 

History and Archaeology 
from Nagaland University, 
Kros andJapfu Christian 
colleges gave their paper 
presentation. 

The seminar was a 
revelation for all present. 
It validated the fact that, 
Naga history could be writ-
ten through oral tradition 
as source with archaeology 
validating the truth, the 
press release stated. 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
For about 12 years of 
dedication in the field 
of agriculture, Dr. Pijush 
Kanti Biswas, senior sci-
entist and head from Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), 
Mokokchung was award-
ed with the “Best Scien-
tist Award” for excellent 
contribution in the field 
of agriculture and allied.

The award was con-
ferred to Dr. Pijush on 
the occasion of 6th Fac-
ulty Branding Award Cer-
emony-2018 by leading 
research and branding 
organisation EET CRS in 
Kolkata on July 22, the 
press release received 
h e re  o n  Mo n d a y  i n -
formed.

The award was an-
nounced based on the 
evaluation of research pa-
per as first author, review 
and articles published, 
books  and chapters writ-
ten as first author and 
edited, PI ship of projects, 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): Rec-
ognizing the importance of in-
creasing access to critical health 
services for achieving universal 
health coverage, the depart-
ment of Health & Family Welfare 
has informed that the depart-
ment is preparing to launch 
the Ayushman Bharat National 
Health Protection Mission (AB-
NHPM). The ongoing Rashtriya 
Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) 
and Senior Citizen Health Insur-
ance Scheme (SCHIS) will be 
subsumed under AB-NHPM, it 
informed.

According to a press re-
lease, the aim of the scheme 
is to improve access to quality 
healthcare and reduce the “Out-
of- Pocket” expenditure on hos-

pitalization thereby beneficiary 
families belonging to poor and 
vulnerable sections are protected 
from impoverishment due to 
health-related expenses.

The selection of beneficiary is 
decided on the basis of family be-
ing figured in Socio Economic & 
Caste Census (SECC) 2011 data-
base. Further, currently enrolled 
beneficiaries under RSBY who 
are not in the SECC database will 
also be eligible for AB-NHPM.

The beneficiary family will be 
entitled a benefit cover for the 
hospitalization expenses upto 
INR 5 lakh per family per year (on 
a family floater basis) with no cap 
on family size and age of the fam-
ily members. About 1,350 health 
packages comprising of sec-

ondary and tertiary services are 
included under AB-NHPM. The 
benefit will also include pre and 
post hospitalization as well as 
cover all pre-existing conditions 
from beginning of the policy. 
The benefits would be cashless 
and paperless and can be availed 
from any of the empanelled hos-
pitals across the country.

For effective implementation 
of the mission, public hospitals 
with inpatient facilities from 
Community Health Centre (CHC) 
and above shall deemed to be 
empanelled. Private Healthcare 
Providers (both for profit and not 
for profit) subject to fulfillment of 
empanelment criteria, shall be 
eligible for empanelment under 
AB-NHPM.

All public hospitals from CHC 
and above and interested pri-
vate health care providers are 
requested to apply for empanel-
ment through an online applica-
tion on the web portal- www.
abnhpm.gov.in. Existing empan-
elled health care providers under 
RSBY will be exempted from the 
verification process but will re-
quire to apply online.

The process of the empan-
elment will be as per the AB-
NHPM guideline on processes 
for empanelment of hospitals. 
Guidelines of the scheme can 
be downloaded from the url;-ht-
tps://pmrssm.gov.in/download-
documents.html. For any que-
ries, one may email to:-nagaland.
nhpm@amail.com. 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Two-day training on pa-
per bag making was con-
ducted for the affiliated 
units of the Naga Women 
Hoho Dimapur on July 
20 and 21 in the DBIDL 
hall at Don Bosco school 
campus in Dimapur. The 
training was organised by 
the Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) in collab-
oration with Naga Women 
Hoho Dimapur and CAN 
Youth. 

A press release from 
the CAN Youth on Monday 
informed that the train-
ing was conducted with 
an objective to provide 
livelihood to the partici-
pating women and also 
to promote eco-friendly 
business practices while 

Participants with trainers during the training in the DBIDL hall in Dimapur.

discouraging the use of 
plastics. 

Altogether 56 women 
participated in the train-
ing. The trainers Alice, 
Marina, and Samuel from 

CAN Youth were assisted 
by the interns from Bosco 
Institute in Jorhat; NEF 
College of Management & 
Technology in Guwahati; 
and AIDA IGNOU in Di-

mapur.
The updates informed 

that the chief function-
ary of CAN Youth, Jenpu 
Rongmei during his intro-
ductory speech spoke on 

the various environmen-
tal issues concerning the 
state and the urgent need 
towards promoting paper 
bags. The women partici-
pants were encouraged to 
join hands together with 
the DMC for competing 
in the market arena with 
their products so as to pro-
mote the paper bags and 
achieve the target. Rong-
mei urged the women to 
create history by being the 
first to utilise paper bags in 
the state and to come up 
with their own brand.

Vimenuo, the vice 
president of the Naga 
Women Hoho Dimapur 
encouraged the women 
to acquire all the required 
skills from the trainers 
without hesitation. She 

also encouraged the wom-
en to start their own initia-
tive and to aim for the long 
run.

Abeau Mero, entrepre-
neur and social activist 
also spoke about the cli-
mate cohange of Dimapur 
due to environmental 
pollution and the use of 
non-recyclable products. 
She mentioned about the 
upcoming organic project 
to be launched for the de-
velopment of rural wom-
en. She thanked the CAN 
Youth team in helping the 
society.

The CAN Youth has 
informed all youth organi-
sations or business com-
munities to contact them 
for training or to order 
paper bags.

A book ‘A Connect — Stories 
from the Tribal Hills’ released 

Prof. Pardeshi Lal releasing the book, written by Dr. Anthony V Richa, at 
Lumami.

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
The vice chancellor of 
Nagaland University, Prof. 
Pardeshi Lal, has released 
a book titled “A Connect: 
Stories from the Tribal 
Hills” on June 19 at Luma-
mi. The book was written 
by Dr. Anthony V Richa.

According to a press 
release issued by the uni-
versity on Monday, the 
author revealed that the 
book was a result of ‘three 
years of labour involv-
ing patient listening to 
elders and interactions 
with intellectuals.’ The 
book carries nine stories 
attempting to connect the 
past with the present and 
then the future.

Prof. Lal appreciated 
the author’s creativity and 
concern for his society, 
saying that the sources of 
connecting the dots of ev-
olutionary history of any 
society are the language/

dialect and the folk tales.
Besides this book, the 

Dr. Richa has published 
a collection of poems 
called “Awakened Lines: 
A Collection of Poems.” 
Currently, he is serving 

as the deputy registrar 
at Nagaland University. 
Previously, he had served 
as lecturer and principal 
of Model Christian Col-
lege, the press release in-
formed.

seminar organised, in-
vited talks given, Radio/
TV talks, popular articles 

published, patent filed 
and consultancy project 
undertaken. 

One body recovered 

AICTE informs  institutions 
offering technical courses 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
One body of a non-local 
woman, age around 35-
40 years, was found at 
Railway siding area in Di-
mapur, by Dimapur GRPS 
personnel on July 23.

A press release issued 
by additional deputy com-
missioner stated that the 
deceased is suspected to 

have been murdered. 
After observing all le-

gal formalities, the de-
ceased has been shifted 
to Dimapur District Hos-
pital morgue for further 
identification. A case has 
been registered at Women 
Police Station for further 
investigation, the press 
release informed.

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): As per Chap-
ter VII of Approval Process Handbook 
2018-19, a legal document as per All 
India Council for Technical Education 
(AICTE) Act 1987, no institution shall 
offer technical programme or course 
without the approval of the council. 
Any institute started without prior 
approval of the council and offering 
technical programmes /courses, shall 
be termed and declared as “Unap-
proved Institution” by the council.

All the training institutes / cen-
tre running computer software/ 
hardware courses and all IT related 
courses, that if any training institutes 
/ centre found awarding diploma 
certificate without the approval of the 
AICTE New Delhi, and with training 
duration less than 3 years shall not be 
granted further extension to run the 
institute and the students obtaining 
certificates from such institute shall 
be treated as fake. Training duration 
less than 3 years can use the word 
“certificate course” and not as di-
ploma.

AICTE is a statutory body estab-
lished by the AICTE Act, 1987 to pro-
vide for establishment of an All India 
Council for Technical Education with 
a view to ensure proper planning and 
coordinated development of Techni-
cal Education System throughout 
the Country, promotion of qualita-
tive improvement of such education 
in relation to planned quantitative 

growth and regulation of proper 
maintenance of norms and standards 
in technical education system and for 
matters connected therewith. Section 
10 (k) of the AICTE Act empowers the 
AICTE to grant approval for starting 
new Technical Institutions and for 
introduction of new courses or pro-
grammes in consultation with the 
agencies concerned.

Institutions in various States/UTs 
offering Technical Education, not 
approved by AICTE, permitting such 
unauthorized institutions to impart 
technical education will be detrimen-
tal to the interest of the student com-
munity in terms of recognition of the 
course, pursuing further education 
and securing employment etc. In this 
context, it is the responsibility of the 
concerned state government / UT to 
prevent the student community fall-
ing prey to such institutions set up for 
monetary consideration.

Therefore, the council has re-
quested the concerned authority to 
take immediate steps and close down 
the institutions offering technical 
education without approval of AICTE. 
Institutions desire to offer IT courses 
may seek the approval of the council 
as a New Technical Education as per 
Approval Process Handbook under 
Chapter-1 for the next academic 
session as per the norms of AICTE 
and only then offer technical pro-
grammes.

AR apprehends two with 
illegal arms and ammunition 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The 
Jalukie battalion of Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ 
Igar (north) and police repre-
sentative apprehended one 
Jangthang (20) on July 18 at 
Athibung Bridge in Jalukie.

A press release from Assam 
Rifles authority on Monday 
informed that one point 22 
mm pistol and a magazine 
have been recovered from the 
possession of the accused. The 
recovered items along with the 
accused have been handed 
over to Athibung Police Station 
for further investigation.

In a separate incident, the 
Kiphire battalion of Assam 
Rifles intercepted an Alto car 
bearing registration number 
WB-06 H-0161 on July 21 at 
the iron bridge at Phelungre 
in Kiphire and apprehended 
one Vitoka Sumi (25) along 
with one point 32 mm pistol, 
a magazine, and three live 
rounds.

According to a press re-
lease, the apprehended ac-
cused along with the recovered 
items has been handed over 
to Kiphire Police Station for 
further investigation.

Govt. approves Water Policy 
Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The government of Naga-
land  has approved the Nagaland Water Policy, 2016, 
under the first schedule section 22 of the Nagaland 
Rules of Executive Business, 2016, with immediate 
effect. This notification was issued with the ap-
proval of the cabinet conveyed vide no.CAB-2/2013 
dated 28.06.2018.

PhD degree 
mandatory for 
assistant prof. 
from 2021
Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Human Resource Devel-
opment (HRD) ministry 
has informed that PhD 
will be mandatory for the 
direct recruitment of as-
sistant professors in uni-
versities from July 1 2021. 
However, master degree 
with NET or PhD will con-
tinue to be the minimum 
eligibility requirement for 
direct recruitment to the 
post of Assistant Profes-
sors in colleges.
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Dimapur, July 23: Ad-
dressing Naga entrepre-
neurs at a conference, the 
governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya  has said that this 
is the ‘right time for entre-
preneurs’ to venture into  
engaging the state’s rich 
resources.

 ‘The state government 
does not have chance 
and opportunities to em-
ploy every Naga youth as 
administrative person. 
Therefore, “entrepreneurs 
will be the only way out” to 
this problem, Acharya said 
in his speech as the special 
guest at the conference of 
start-ups and MSMEs in 
food processing on July 
23. The programme was 
organised by the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) at its Con-
ference Hall in Medziphe-
ma in partnership with the 
Associated Chambers of 
Commerce (ASSOCHAM) 
and the Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries.  

Academically, the Na-
gas are in the top, but in 
reality there is something 
different. ‘We have to 
change our mindset’ and 
look for opportunities of 
start-ups, the governor 
asserts. Receiving degree 
certificates should not 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
The telecommunication 
company, Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Limited (BSNL), 
has announced the ‘soft’ 
launch of  ‘Wings’ in NE-II 
telecom circle covering 
Nagaland, Manipur, and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The announcement 
was made by the Chief 
General Manager Telecom 
(CGMT), George T Mathai, 
in a press conference con-
ducted on Monday at the 
conference hall of OBC 
Telecom Exchange Build-
ing at Super Market in 
Dimapur.

‘Wings’ is the com-
pany’s first internet te-
lephony service in India. 
This service uses a mobile 
numbering scheme, us-
ing internet protocol (IP) 
based access network of 
‘IP multimedia subsys-
tem’ and ‘next generation 
network’ core switches, to 
allow subscribers to make 
and receive calls over the 
internet through their 
landline or mobile phone. 

The state-owned tele-
com will have to link a mo-
bile numbering scheme 
with the mobile app in or-
der for calls to go through. 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The Pochury 
students’ union (PSU) has appealed 
the state government to come out 
with a strong and effective regulation 
on ILP system so as to strictly monitor 
the influx of the illegal immigrants into 
the state.

“The influx of illegal immigrants 
into our state has become a threat to 
the society, this is due to the inefficient 
regulation of the present ILP system,” 

PSU vice president Atsopu Pfithu stated 
in a press statement.

Meanwhile, PSU has acknowl-
edged and appreciated the noble work 
initiated by the Lotha students’ union 
(LSU) in regard to Inner Line Permit 
(ILP) system to curb the influx of the 
illegal immigrants.  The PSU strongly 
supported the initiatives of the Lotha 
students’ union calls for reform in the 
existing ILP system to the government. 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Mokokchung DC, Sachin 
Jaiswal, informed all head 
of departments to submit 
deserving cases for district 
award to gazetted officers/ 
non-gazetted officials for 
examination and consid-
eration by the district level 
committee to be awarded 
on August 15.

Apress release re-

ceived informed the HoDs 
to strictly follow the laid 
down goverment crite-
ria while forwarding the 
deserving cases for the 
awards.  It further stated 
that recommendation, if 
any, should be submitted 
to the office of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Mokokc-
hung, on or before August 
4.

Gov. urges youth to take up entrepreneurship, 
tap into state’s agricultural potentialities

Police school bus meets with accident 

EFG advocates organic farming in Nagaland

Acaut clarifies on legal advisor

Mkg. DC opens award nominations

Nagas in UK get together 

BSNL launches Wings, ‘first’ web telephony service in India

Pochury students demand ILP reforms

statE
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PB Acharya, third from left, addressing a conference in Medziphema.
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The 2nd NAP school bus that veered off a road near the Assam Rifles CSD canteen in Mkg. on July 23.
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Resource persons and official of the EFG at the training programme on organic and natural farming, in 
Kohima on July 23.
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Officials of the BSNL during a programme to launch Wings, stated to be the first telephony service in India, 
at Dimapur on July 23.

Members of the UK Naga Association during their 13th annual gathering on July 7 at Chellington Centre, 
Bedford.

be the end goal but the 
beginning, he adds. En-
couraging entrepreneurs, 
he cited example of born 
entrepreneurs from the 
states of Rajasthan, Gu-
jarat, etc., who might be 
earning crore of rupees. 

Secretary to the de-
partment of Industries 
and Commerce, Lithrong-
la G Chishi, encouraged 
entrepreneurs to seek the 
department assistance 
on related schemes and 
funds. She urged them to 
come forward and ask for 
the department interven-
tions if required and as-

sured to assist them when-
ever needs arises.  

Despite the Govern-
ment of India’s 50 percent 
grants to the Northeast 
states, Chishi opined that 
entrepreneurs in the state 
are not availing for such 
grants and schemes at 
hand. Therefore, she en-
couraged entrepreneurs to 
avail those opportunities 
which are lying vacant for 
entrepreneurs. 

She also encouraged 
entrepreneurs not to stick 
with one item, but seek 
for alternatives. She urged 
them to do extensive re-

search about products 
according to the season 
and places so as to pro-
duce quality as well as 
quantity.  Further, she en-
couraged them to think 
about branching out their 
projects and acquire noti-
fied food park, or process-
ing unit. However, ‘we 
should not be subsidy ori-
ented but learn to sustain 
the product in all seasons’, 
she added.

Director of ICAR-Na-
tional Research Council 
on Mithun (NRCM), Dr. 
Abhijit Mitra, gave a wel-
come address. 

He spoke about the 
achievements of the ICAR 
for last few years. Some 
of which were; transla-
tion of literature to local 
language, reaching out to 
the farmers through dig-
ital applications such as 
WhatsApp, signing Mutual 
of Understanding with 
the Mizoram on semi-
intensive farming of Mit-
hun, etc. 

The director also high-
lighted some of the hurdles 
they faced with the project 
ICAR-NRCM. Unavail-
ability of Mithun scheme 
in banks is one of the ma-
jor problem farmers had 
come across. Further, he 
said, Mithun will soon be 
declared as a food animal, 
providing the completion 
of legal process. 

Assistant secretary 
general of Assocham, Dr. 
Om S Tyagi, also spoke 
about the food processing 
in the market. He said, the 
chamber is in partnership 
with an airline, SpiceJet for 
cargo activities. 

The recent one in-
cluded the couriered of 
Naga produce pineap-
ples to Delhi and to Du-
bai through the airlines. 
Further, he added that the 
market for food process is 
growing. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 23 
(EMN): A 2nd NAP school 
bus, carrying about forty 
school children met with 
an accident as the bus 
plunged down a steep ter-
rain near the Assam Rifles 
CSD canteen, Mokokc-
hung on Monday after-
noon.      

T h e  p a s s e n g e r s , 
mostly college and school 
students were returning 
home to 2nd NAP Head-

quarters Alichen under 
Mokokchung district. For-
tunately, there were no 
fatalities and none of the 
passengers were seriously 
injured. 

 Eyewitness report 
stated that the driver was 
reportedly under the influ-
ence of liquor. The crowd 
who came to help out the 
victims, on learning that 
the driver was at faults, be-
came agitated and wanted 
to trash the driver of the 

school bus. 
However, police quick-

ly intervene and took the 
driver to Police Station II 
and brought the situation 
under control.  

Meanwhile, Mokok-
chung police officials in-
formed that the two re-
covery vehicles from DEF 
Mokokchung and Assam 
Rifles, and a ‘loader crane’ 
were pressed into action to 
pull out the bus and taken 
to 2nd NAP Hq, Alichen.  

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
The Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(Acaut) today clarified  
that its member, K Savi, is 
the sole and only officially 
designated legal advisor 
and advocate for the or-
ganisation.

Acaut issued this noti-
fication following reports 
of certain dubious char-
acter claiming to a core 
member/ lawyer of Acaut 
and apparently in the hab-
it of lying and bragging. 
The person in question 
was also reported to be in 
the habit visiting govern-
ment departments, offices 
and institutions. 

Acaut media cell, in a 
press release, stated that 
apart from K Savi, current-

ly a few selfless souls and 
conscientious advocate/
lawyers such as CT Jamir, 
Ms Zhekheli and NM Jamir 
are representing Acaut in 
specific cases.

It, therefore, cautioned 
the departments and pub-
lic in general that other 
than official lawyers men-
tioned above, anyone pos-
ing or claiming as advo-
cate for Acaut Nagaland is 
a fraudster and be bought 
to the open. 

Acaut also stated that 
it had not authorised any 
lawyer or so called fake 
core-member to under-
take threats against the 
departments. It has fur-
ther cautioned against 
such fraudsters maligning 
Acaut’s reputation.  

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
The UK Naga Associa-
tion (UKNA) celebrated 
its 13th annual gathering 
on July 7 at Chellington 
Centre, Bedford, with the 
participation of around 50 
people. 
The annual gathering, 
which was marked with 
sumptuous Naga food, 
games and sing-along, be-
gan on July 6 evening and 
parted on July 8 afternoon.

With the end of term 
for the office bearers, co-
ordinator Temsuyanger 
Longkumer, deputy coor-
dinator Khrienuo Kense 
Wood, and treasurer Atila 
Imsong were asked to re-
tain their positions, while 
Atalu Dezino was elected 
as new secretary replacing 
Emilo Kithan, who could 
not attend the meeting.

The association, in a 
press release issued by its 

coordinator Temsuyanger 
Longkumer, has expressed 
sadness at the demise of 
its member Lily Das. She 
had served as the asso-
ciation’s treasurer for ten 
years since its inception 
until she resigned volun-
tarily in 2016.

The association has 
further sympathised with 
the deceased family mem-
bers both in the UK and 
Nagaland.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, July 23 (EMN): At 
a time when the market is 
flooded with chemically 
treated vegetables and 
artificially ripened fruits, 
which are extremely haz-
ardous and pose health 
problems, an organisa-
tion has taken the onus 
of  encouraging people to 
take up organic and natu-
ral farming to put an end 
to chemically enhanced  
produce.

The Earth Friendly 
Generation (EFG) in col-
laboration with Vishwa 
Yuvak Kendra, New Del-
hi has organised a two-
day state level training 
programme on organic 
and natural farming for 
NGOs, VOs, CBOs, gov-
ernment departments in 
Nagaland.

The inaugural pro-
gramme was held on July 
23 at State Institute of Ru-
ral Development (SIRD) 
conference hall, new sec-
retariat, which saw the 
presence of Rajeev Nirmal, 
programme officer VYK, 
New Delhi.

Highlighting the con-
cept of the programme, 
Khrieketoulie Metha, as-
sistant director EFG ex-
plained that organic ag-
riculture is an integrated 
production management 
system which promotes 

The company is offering 
free audio and video call-
ing for one year at acti-
vation free of INR 1099. 
This service is targeted at 
subscribers in area with 
poor mobile coverage. 
With the Wings internet 
telephony services, us-
ers can make and receive 
calls using broadband, 
Wi-Fi, 4G, or 3G internet. 
Whereas, video calling is 
only supported for Wings-
to-Wings call.

This service came 
about after Telecom Regu-
latory Authority of India 
has refreshed voice over 

internet protocol guide-
lines in October last year 
and something that the 
telecom commission ap-
proved recently in May 
this year.

The company has 
started registrations for 
the new services in all its 
telecom circles and new 
connections will be acti-
vated from August 1.

The consumer will be 
able to place international 
calls that will be charged 
in line with the existing 
landline tariff with an ad-
ditional International Sub-
scriber Dialling deposit 

of INR 2000. The app can 
also be configured to be 
used on a computer by 
downloading the Session 
Initiation Protocol Client 
app. It can make use of any 
internet connection like 
broadband, Wi-Fi, 3G/4G 
data network of any opera-
tor for placing calls. This 
means that one can expect 
robust network connectiv-
ity in areas where cellular 
network is weak whilst Wi-
Fi connection is available.

Customers can register 
a new Wings connection at 
BSNL website www.bsnl.
co.in and pay online also.

Mathai also introduced 
new marketing initiative of 
BSNL in Broadband Com-
bo Plans. He also informed 
about a new service fi-
bre to the home (FTTH), 
which will start soon in 
Dimapur and three capital 
city namely Kohima, Im-
phal, and Itanagar of NE-II 
telecom circle states.

Press executives were 
also informed about ‘satel-
lite phone service’ which 
provides voice commu-
nication and messaging 
from any part of the globe 
during emergency situa-
tions. However, presently, 
the services will be avail-
able within India only.

It is suitable for per-
sons working in remote 
areas or disaster affected 
areas especially for de-
fence, border security or-
ganisations, disaster man-
agement bodies, trekkers, 
and fishermen. 

The services are now 
available to government 
agencies, public, private 
enterprises, and existing 
users of satellite phone 
services.

Another BSNL service 
“ASEEM” was also intro-
duced. Under this scheme, 
a customer can choose a 

landline indicator of his 
choice. All incoming calls 
to his number shall be 
automatically forwarded 
to one number of any net-
works of his choice with-
out any additional cost im-
plication. No copper wire, 
FTTH, or jumper in main 
distribution frame will 
be involved for providing 
virtual landline number 
for customer.

 Disconnection due to 
non-payment customer 
for three months or more 
can take virtual landline 
connection under plan 
“ASEEM.” 

Mathai also informed 
that 112 numbers of Wi-Fi 
hotspots are available in 
NE-II telecom circle.

He also informed that 
4G services with a speed of 
100 megabytes per second 
will be starting soon in Na-
galand. For this, 38 num-
bers of base transceiver 
stations has been planned.

For more information 
and queries, interested 
consumers are request-
ed to visit www.ne2.bsnl.
co.in.

Earlier, the CGMT in-
formed that BSNL has de-
clared this year as the year 
of ‘consumer fixed axis.’

and enhances agro-ec-
osystem health, includ-
ing biodiversity, biological 
cycles and soil biological 
activity balancing environ-
ment. 

Also explaining in 
brief the harmful effects of 
chemically treated fruits 
and vegetables that are 
available in the market, 
Metha said through this 
training programme it 
aims to make agriculture 
sustainable, restore eco-
logical balance, improving 
soil quality, health, pro-
mote indigenous crops, 
and an end to chemical 
farming.

As  one of  the  re-

source persons of day 
one, Dikugong Esalung, 
Founder and Director, 
Rural Community De-
velopment Centre Soci-
ety (RCDCS) has given an 
introduction to organic 
farming and principles of 
organic farming.

He explained that ac-
cording to United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture, the term organic 
farming is a system which 
avoids or largely excludes 
the uses of fertilizers, pes-
ticides and feed additives.

Organic farming con-
cept, he said is not new 
in India that has been fol-
lowed since ancient time 

which primarily aimed at 
cultivating the land and 
raising crops to keep the 
soil alive in good health 
by use of organic waste 
(crop waste, animal, farm 
waste) and beneficial mi-
crobes to release nutrients 
to crops increasing sus-
tainable production in an 
eco friendly pollution free 
environment.

Esalung also highlight-
ed in brief the difference 
between organic farming 
as against chemical farm-
ing and the various chemi-
cal pesticides that are used 
to kill weeds, bugs, get rid 
of diseases etc.

Other topics covered 

includes step by step con-
version to organic agricul-
ture, minerals essential for 
plants, testing the qual-
ity of soil and its manage-
ment, crop planning and 
management in organic 
agriculture and water 
management.

Meanwhile giving a 
brief introduction, Nirmal 
said VYK is a pioneering 
organisation in the field of 
youth development which 
was set up by the Indian 
Youth Centres Trust.

Its primary vision be-
sides others, he informed 
is to orient the youth to 
the developmental proc-
ess and enable them to 
participate in the process 
of nation building, enable 
youth to acquires such 
knowledge, skills and tech-
niques which will help 
them in their personal 
and social growth as well 
as foster sensitivity among 
them towards problems in 
the community. 

The second day of the 
training will discuss on 
proper handling of farm 
and household wastes, 
animal husbandary in 
organic agriculture, pest 
and disease management, 
harvesting and storage, 
economic viability and 
marketing, cluster mak-
ing, vermin-compost unit 
etc.
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Karbi civil society calls for tripartite talks with 
Union goverment for creation of hill state

Manipur University: Student group 
denounces decision of political parties

Helping Hands Society organises signature 
campaign to seek completion of BSNL telecom work 

By-poll to South Tura assembly seat on Aug. 23

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, July 23 (EMN): 
The Autonomous State 
De m a n d  Co m m i t t e e 
(ASDC), Karbi Students’ 
Association (KSA) and 
Karbi Nimso Chingthur 
Asong (KNCA) jointly 
submitted a memoran-
dum to Rajnath Singh, 
Union Minister for Home 
Affairs, Government of 
India, North Block New 
Delhi through the deputy 
commissioner of Karbi 
Anglong here on Monday, 
July 23 urging to hold a 
tripartite talk for the crea-
tion of a hill state com-
prising of Karbi Anglong 
district, West Karbi An-
glong district and Dima 
Hasao District.

The memorandum 
stated that, the erstwhile 
hill districts of Assam have 
already become separate 
states. The need of having 
an administrative setup 
completely separate from 
Assam was articulated by 
all the hill tribals since 
independence. 

The hill people were 
quite aware that Autono-
mous District Councils 
under the sixth Schedule 
of the constitution of In-
dia would not adequately 
protect the culture, soci-
ety and economy of the 
hill tribals. The fear of 
being overwhelmed by 
other people in Assam led 
to the mobilisation of the 

hill tribals leaders lead-
ing to the demand for the 
separate states. 

The persistent de-
mands could convince 
the successive union gov-
ernment and subsequent-
ly the states of Nagaland, 
Mizoram, Ar unachal 
Pradesh and Meghalaya 
were created.

It is also mentioned, 
during the time of creation 
of the Autonomous State 
of Meghalaya through the 
Assam Reorganisation 
(Meghalaya) Act 1969, the 
then United Mikir and 
North Cachar Hills district 
(present Karbi Anglong, 
West Karbi Anglong, and 
Dima Hasao district) were 
given the option to join 
Meghalaya along with the 
United Khasi and Jantia 
Hills district and Garo 
hills district. The elected 
representatives at that 
time chose to remain in 
Assam as they were prom-
ised that administrative 
changes will be made to 
enhance the powers of 
the Autonomous District 
Councils and more funds 
will be allocated to expe-
dite development. 

Article 244 (A) was also 
inserted to the consti-
tution of India through 
the Constitution (22nd 
Amendment) Act, 1969 
which provided that the 
parliament may ‘form 
within the state of Assam 
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A number of organisations in Karbi Anglong have demanded talks with the Union government to create an autonomous state.  

  Mirro r Crossword 1887sUd0KU 1727
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Crimp or frizz
 6. Aggregation of suspended particles
 10. She is (contraction)
 14. _____ and Juliet
 15. Mother of the Lares (Roman 

mythology)
 16. Corridor
 17. Components
 18. Baking appliance
 19. Actress ____ Moreno
 20. Wedlock
 22. Name of a germanic people
 24. 1 1 1 1
 25. Terrorist explosion
 26. Less fresh
 29. Native of Yugoslavia
 30. Disabled
 31. Emphatic form of “You”
 37. French for “Love”
 39. Dry and mocking
 40. Lift up
 41. Pasta of long thin strands
 44. Sleeveless garment
 45. Japanese electronics company
 46. Raised platforms
 48. Fusible alloys
 52. Colloidal solutions
 53. Conjecture
 54. Southwestern state
 58. Spanish for “Bunch”
 59. Wise men
 61. Companion of the apostle Paul
 62. Cuckoopint plant
 63. Peevish anger
 64. German for “Bend” or “Kink”
 65. Personnel (abbrev.)
 66. Sleigh
 67. Actress _____ Moorehead 

 DOWN
 1. Small fragment
 2. Gossip columnist ____ Barrett
 3. Chieftain
 4. Oil

 5. Red fluorescent dye
 6. Beats or whips
 7. Bathe
 8. Mineral-bearing rock
 9. Choir leaders
 10. Bush
 11. Caribbean country
 12. Singer _____ John
 13. Idiom
 21. Ethereal
 23. Small piece of glowing 

coal
 25. Transparent or translucent 

gem

 26. Eastern European people
 27. Docile
 28. Roman god of love
 29. Bad-tempered
 32. 1936 Olympic hero Jesse 

_____
 33. Giving profusely
 34. Strives
 35. Nature of being
 36. Collections
 38. Vertical section of a stair 

 42. Flat-topped flower  
clusters

 43. False god
 47. Northern state
 48. Strip of leather
 49. Airport in Chicago
 50. Small, arboreal, nocturnal 

primate
 51. Fates
 52. Travelled on skis
 54. Look lasciviously
 55. Oklahoma Library 

Information Network
 56. Scepter
 57. Inquires
 60. Afflict (archaic)

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1726

SOLUtiOnS tO CROSSWORd 1886

an autonomous state’ comprising 
the remaining hill districts when-
ever it is required.

The memorandum also stated, 
the developments show that the 
two remaining hill districts re-
mained neglected as ever. 

The promise for more power 
and more funds never fulfilled. For-
mation of an Autonomous state for 
these hill areas, despite demands 
for it was never by the government.

 A few examples elaborated 

that the discrimination against the 
people of Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao is quite serious, continuously 
depriving the benefits of develop-
ment that other people have been 
enjoying. 

There is huge disparity of gov-
ernment funding between the hill 
area of Assam and other states like 
Mizoram, Meghalaya and Naga-
land. In the 9th Plan outlay Karbi 
Anglong and North Cachar Hills 
received INR 1400 per capita invest-

ment, Mizoram received INR 11000 
per capita investment. The com-
bined population of Karbi Anglong 
and North Cachar Hills district, ac-
cording to 1991 census was 8,13,524 
that of Mizoram was 6,89,756. 

The area having about 25% less 
population gets almost 10 times 
more funds. Again in the 10th Plan 
outlay, 2002-2007, the Govern-
ment of India earmarked INR 3,000 
crores for Meghalaya, INR 2,228 
crores for Nagaland and INR 2,300 

crores for Mizoram. But 
the hills area of Assam 
received less than INR 
800 crores of plan funds. 
The continuous margin-
alisation, deprivation and 
discrimination compelled 
the people of the hill to 
organise a mass move-
ment for the creation of 
an Autonomous state un-
der the banner of the Au-
tonomous State Demand 
Committee (ASDC) and 
Karbi Students’ Associa-
tion (KSA)  from 1986 after 
agitation for about a year, 
a formal memorandum 
was submitted to the then 
Prime Minister of India on 
May 18, 1987 in New Del-
hi. It may be mentioned 
the movement gathered 
strong support from all 
section of the society. 

Many rounds of tri-
partite talks were held 
with the union and the 
state government. After 
many years of continuous 
agitation and talk with the 
government , a Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed be-
tween the Assam Govern-
ment, represented by the 
chief minister and leaders 
of the ASDC, KSA, NCHSF 
(North Cachar Hills Stu-
dents’ Federation), DSU 
(Dimasa Students’ Union) 
on April 1, 1995 in New 
Delhi in presence of the 
union home ministers. 
The MoU among others, 

provided for transferring 
legislative powers to the 
Autonomous Councils on 
14 subjects by amending 
the Sixth Schedule to the 
Constitution, giving more 
to say to the council on 
the law and order admin-
istration, regularisation of 
funding mechanism and 
extending the “Jurisdic-
tion of the two Councils 
for the exercise of exe-
cution powers’ over 30 
departments, added the 
memorandum.  

However, the memo-
randum also stated re-
grettable that many im-
portant clauses of this 
MoU have not been im-
plemented till now, Re-
minder and subsequent 
discussion with the gov-
ernment did not improve 
the situation.

 It can be recalled that 
the government had also 
signed a Memorandum 
of Settlement (MoS) with 
an armed organisation, 
who had similar demand 
in 2011. This MoS too re-
mains unexecuted.

The memorandum 
was signed by Holiram 
Terang, President ASDC, 
Jotson Bey, General Secre-
tary ASDC, Suren Hanse, 
President KSA, Jemson 
Timung General Secretary 
KSA and Merina Beypi , 
President KNCA and Ka-
jek Tokbipi, General Sec-
retary KNCA.

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The joint 
tribal student bodies of Manipur 
denounced the decision of the all 
political party meeting led by the 
chief minister on July 22.

In a press statement received 
here on Monday, the student bodies 
rejected the decision that the Vice-
Chancellor (VC) of Manipur Univer-
sity (MU) “be asked to proceed on 
leave pending the proceedings of 
the Fact Finding Committee.” The 
student bodies urged the political 
parties to reconsider their decision 
in view of the many tasks and work 
pending in the university due to the 
prolonged closure of the university.

The students’ stated that the 
absence of the VC after prolonged 
closure will lead to many prob-
lems in relation to administration, 
admissions, declaration of results, 
examinations and other matters. 
“We are also not confident that res-
ervation policy in recruitment and 
student admissions will be followed 
according to guidelines given that 
Prof AP Pandey is a VC who is com-
mitted to implementing reservation 
policy without as per guidelines 
without any manipulation or preju-
dice in any manner.”  He should be 
allowed to complete the process of 
the implementation of reservation 
policy uninterruptedly.

The VC should not be asked to 

take forced leave of any kind. We 
would also like to request Prof AP 
Pandey not to go on leave at this 
juncture in the larger interests of 
the student community of the state.   

Besides investigating into the 
allegations of MUSU and MUTA 
against the VC, the Fact Finding 
Committee should also investigate 
into the real origin of the agitation 
and if there is any ulterior motive 
behind it and also if it is motived by 
some vested interests either from 
within or outside the university.

The statement also expressed 
the resentment with the state gov-
ernment and authorities concerned 
for not taking up any action against 
the violent KSO activists who in-
timidated and assaulted peaceful 
protesters and student leaders on 
July 6 at Churachandpur and the 
perpetrators of the July 13 Moreh 
terror attack against innocent chil-
dren, women and civilians, includ-
ing president of TSA Moreh block, 
ThongminlunHaokip and his fam-
ily, among others.

It also strongly condemned the 
chief minister for not condemning 
the attack which was carried out 
by well-equipped armed militants 
under SoO pact.  The student bod-
ies has demanded the government 
and authorities concerned that the 
state government take up genuine 

and effective efforts for the return 
of normalcy in the university and 
ensure the safety and security of 
students, staff and properties in 
MU otherwise the tribal students 
will start to demand affiliation of 
colleges in the hills to another uni-
versity, maybe DM University.

It also demanded stringent ac-
tions against the culprits of Moreh 
attack; arrest all those involved in 
the attacks and the masterminds 
behind and bring them to justice 
and also remove the group respon-
sible for the attack permanently 
from Moreh and its surroundings. 

Arrest all the KSO members 
and all others involved in the as-
sault and terrorising of peaceful 
protesters and student leaders in 
Churachandpur on July 6 and bring 
them to justice.

Lastly the students’ body has 
demanded befitting punishment 
to the additional superindent of 
police of Churachandpur and other 
policemen involved for abetting 
violence and instigating violent 
KSO activists against peaceful pro-
testers and tribal student leaders. 
The government should suspend or 
transfer them. To end the impasse 
the students appealed to the agitat-
ing students and teachers to stop 
the agitation and allow the univer-
sity to function again.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 23 (EMN): In 
order to get privileges like  
other places in the region  
and avail better telecom 
services, Helping Hands 
Society organised a sig-
nature campaign to pres-
surise the completion of 
BSNL telecom network in 
Amri constituency.  

One of the member of 
the society Binolin Phang-
chopi informed this re-
porter that the campaign 
has been kicked off from 
July 15 onwards and will 
end on July 25.  The ongo-
ing campaign was par-
ticipated by almost every 
villages of Amri Develop-

ment block. Phangchopi 
said, we need telecom-
munication and internet 
services in Langerdang, 
Umswai consisting of 21 
villages and Umpanai, 
Amkachi Roman, Birsing-
ki, Ulukunchi ,Rongjang-
phong, Kungripi and ar-
eas of West karbi Anglong 
where more than 42,102 
population reside in Amri 
Development Block with 
no connection to the out-
side world. Digital India is 
a nightmare for us.

She further said ‘with 
telecom and power con-
nectivity, we can encour-
age the rural development 
and support students 

to gain knowledge con-
nectivity, electronic con-
nectivity in the form of 
reliable telecom, internet 
and IT service.’   We need 
a constructive approach 
to solve these problems 
with the participation of 
local community, local 
leaders at the grass roots 
level. One BSNL tower has 
been installed in Uluku-
nchi which is also under 
process, added Binolin.

Villagers including 
both young and old said 
“we demand quick com-
pletion of BSNL Telecom 
communication in Amri 
Constituency and to re-
lease the network imme-

diately.” 
Many parents said that 

we have to send our chil-
dren outside into the town 
and cities as we do not 
have network in our re-
gion.  People have to climb 
up the nearby mountains 
to make a phone call to 
family and friends.

For speedy completion 
of the work, ‘I on behalf 
of the Amri constituency 
humbly request the Hills 
Area Development (HAD) 
Minister Sum Ronghang 
and Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (CEM)  
Tuliram Ronghang to take 
action and look into the 
matter’ she said.

Shillong, July 23 (PTI): 
The by-election to South 
Tura assembly constitu-
ency, from where Meg-
halaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma will 
contest, will be held on 
August 23, state Chief 
Electoral  Officer F R 
Kharkongor said.

National People’s Par-
ty MLA Agatha K Sang-

ma, who represented 
South Tura seat, resigned 
on July 2 from the As-
sembly to pave way for 
her brother and the chief 
minister to contest from 
the seat.

The CEO said the no-
tification for the August 
23 by-poll will be issued 
on July 30 while the last 
date of filing of nomina-

tions is August 6.
Scrutiny of nomina-

tion papers will be taken 
up the next day. 

The last date of with-
drawal of nominations 
is August 9 , Kharkongor 
said adding that the re-
sults will be declared on 
August 27.

Conrad K Sangma, 
who is the MP from Tura 

Lok Sabha seat,  was 
sworn in as the chief 
minister in March after 
the NPP-led coalition 
came to power in the 
state.

As he did not contest 
the February 27 assembly 
polls, his election to the 
Meghalaya Assembly is 
mandatory before Sep-
tember 6.
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Catholic youth movement hosts seminar 

Health workers sensitised on 
measles-rubella campaign

Revival programme concludes  

Council directs cell company 
Airtel to shift transformer

Rajeshwari Karuna School 
exposure trip to Longleng 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): Nagaland Cath-
olic Youth Movement (NCYM) in collabo-
ration with Peace Channel conducted a 
seminar with the theme “Youth, Peace and 
the Church” at St. Francis de Sales Parish 
in Kohima.

Speaker of the event, Director NCYM 
Rev. Fr. GL Khing, urged the youths to live 
a worthy life. Speaking on marriage, he 

advised the youths to seek intervention of 
God before choosing one’s partner. 

President NCYM Velühü Anthony Vero 
also exhorted the youths.

Earlier, Rev. Fr. Peter Pithungo, assist-
ant parish priest of SFS, invoked God’s 
blessings. The program was attended by 
youths of different communities of the 
parish.

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): Office of the 
chief medical officer, Peren, has organised 
one-day sensitisation cum training on 
measles rubella vaccination campaign for 
ANM, pharmacists, Anganwadi workers 
and ASHAs at District Hospital Peren for 
Peren block on July 18 and at PHC Tening 
for Tening block on July 20.

In Peren, Dr. Anung, MO PHC Poilwa, 
conducted the training on measles rubella 
campaign. She highlighted the roles and 
responsibilities of the health workers and 
the AWW. She requested the members to 
be sincere and coordinate for the success 

of the campaign stating that they are the 
main workforce for the campaign.

In Tening, Dr. Chamzai, MO PHC 
Tening, and Menuleho Toso, BPM Ten-
ing, conducted the training. Dr. Chamzai 
specifically highlighted the importance of 
their roles. She also highlighted about the 
importance of intensive awareness to be 
carried out at the grass root level so as to 
reach out to each and every children in the 
Block. 

The health workers were also trained 
on how to fill the formats during the cam-
paign.

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Seven persons including 
three Hindu converts were 
baptised, while many peo-
ple have testified physical 
healing and were delivered 
from bondages during the 
three-day monthly revival 
programme of Koinonia 
Prayer Centre held from 
July 20-22. The monthly re-
vival programme was held 
on the theme ‘The fruit of 
the righteous is a tree of 
life. And he who wins souls 
is wise’ (Proverbs 11:30).

The praise and worship 
was led by men’s worship 
team and hosted by Lt. Ke-
toulhouvi Suokhrie’s chil-
dren and Mrs. Azeü Belho. 

The last service on Sun-
day was led by Rokopra 
Mekro, assistant pastor, 
while special praises were 
presented by men’s fel-
lowship, Miss Mengubeiü 
Khro, Neilhou Sopfünuo & 
Mrs Ketholeno Kikon, Miss 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): The Naga Coun-
cil Dimapur in a notice to the general 
manager of Airtel Company on Monday 
has directed shifting or removal of the 
company transformer within seven days. 

The transformer was reported to have 
installed by the company at Mhalie Park 

road development site. 
The Naga Council has warned the 

company that ‘in case of failure to remove 
within the stipulated time, the council 
shall dismantle the transformer and all 
dismantle expenditure shall be borne by 
Airtel Company.’

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Rajeshwari Karuna School 
Tuli has organised an expo-
sure trip to Longleng and 
Tamlu town from July 21-
23 with the banner “Joseph 

and the Amazing Techni-
color Dream Coat”.

 The students per-
formed musical drama, 
chorals, and choreography 
enthralled the congrega-

tion with worship songs. 
The tour was organised 
with an aim to showcase 
the talents of the students 
and also to enhance their 
self-confidence.

UGC informs on revaluation 
of answer sheets
Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) sec-
retary, Prof. Rajnish Jain 
issued a notification in-
forming that the Central 
Information Commis-
sion (CIC) notice order 
no. CIC/ BANHU/ A/ 
2017/ 110128- BJ dated 
28.03.2018 has advised 
Ministry of Human Re-
source Development to 
instruct the vice chancel-
lors/ registrars of all the 
universities to suo-moto 
bring out the guidelines 
for revaluation of the an-
swer sheets detailing the 
procedure prescribed 

Students of Rajeshwari Karuna School in Tuli pose for a group photograph during a trip to Longleng and 
Tamlu town.

Rev. Fr. GL Khing, at first row on extreme left, with youths on Sunday at the SFS Parish in Kohima.
Imtikumzuk and departments officials during the meeting.

Health workers pose for a group photo after the sensitisation cum training on measles rubella at PHC Tening 
on July 20.

Rev. Zotuo Kiewhuo administering baptism to one of the converts 
during the monthly revival programme.

Higher Edu. minister interacts with 
eastern Naga students in Delhi  

I, SUNITA DEVI MITTAL hereby 
declare that my name SUNITA DEVI 

MITTAL and SUNITA MITTAL are one 
and the same person i.e. me. And that 
this affidavit is made for the purpose 

of submitting to various offices.
Reg No: 756/18.

D-5774

CHANGE OF NAME

A file containing 
Land Patta and Sale 
Deeds was lost on 
15th July 2018 at 

D.C. Office complex 
Dimapur.

Finders may kindly 
contact 7005869855

D-5775

LOST NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND 

Dt. Dimapur the 23rd July’ 18

NOTICE
NO.REV-12/2000-D/3074-75                  / Notice is 
hereby given that Shri. Satuo Kuotsu S/o, D/o, W/o, 
__________ Resident of Dimapur has reported that he/
she had lost his/her Jamabandi/ Patta bearing PattaNo. 
47, Dag No.121 of Block No/Village.5, Area.01-00-07 
Ls which was lost or destroyed.

The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said land or any should be submitted to 
this Court in written on or before ………………

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5773

INVITATION
The Management, Staff and Students of 

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, JAKHAMA
cordially invite all the Graduates of 2018 

Batch for the 
GRADUATION CEREMONY

at 10.00 am on Friday, 10th August, 2018.
Shri. Neiphiu Rio, 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Nagaland
has kindly consented to grace the 

occasion.
Come One Come AllK-1809

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III                Dated Kohima, the 18th July, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. OLEMNUNGLA W/o LT. LANUKUMZUK, Driver, Deptt. 
Industries & Commerce N/L, Kma resident of Forest Colony, Kohima has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession 
Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- 
Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits 
entitled.  Bank A/C No.31020764337 SBI Wokha. Who expired on 13.06.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2693

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE

KOHIMA: NAGALAND
NO.AGR/CCA-1/2017-18/3222                                  Dated Kohima, the 19th July 2018

ADVERTISEMENT
Application are invited for 2 (two) numbers of temporary positions of 
Senior Research Fellow (SRF) for a period of 3 years under the Project 
entitled “Gene pool Conservation of Indigenous Rice Varieties under 
Traditional Integrated Rotational Farming system (Jhum optimisation) 
for Promoting Livelihood and Food Security as Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy in Nagaland” funded under National Adaptation 
Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC), MoEFCC, Govt. of India at State 
Agricultural Research Station (SARS), Yisemyong, Mokokchung.
Essential Qualification: Ph.D in Pant Breeding & Genetics or Ph.D in 
Agronomy
Emoluments: 50,000 INR + Accommodation at SARS, Yisemyong
Application and Selection Process: Application should reach within 15 
(Fifteen) days from the date of issuance of this notification to the Director 
of Agriculture, Nagaland, Kohima as per the following Performa with 
self attested mark sheets, and testimonials along with their application. 
Only shortlisted candidates will be called for the interview. Selected 
candidates are required to stay at SARS, Yisemyong, Mokokchung and 
required to undertake extensive travel within the state.
Performa for Application: 1) Name 2) Father Name 3) Date of Birth 
4) Present and Permanent Address 5) Academic Qualifications 6) 
Research experience 7) Contact Details 8) Signature of the candidate. 
Recent passport size photo to be pasted on the top right side of the 
application.            Sd/-

           (G. IKUTO ZHIMOMI)
         Director of Agriculture
             Nagaland, Kohima

KG-2692

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, JAKHAMA
P.B.  NO. 39, KOHIMA NAGALAND – 797001

E-mail: stjosephc@gmail.com, Web: www.stjosephjakhama.ac.in
Established in 1985, recognized by the Government of Nagaland vide notification No. THE/COL-
DEV/10/83 dated 6th March 1985 and is Permanently Affiliated to Nagaland University vide 
notification No. NU/AC/C-15/95-4198 dated 24th February 2003. The college is also recognized 
by the UGC under section 2 (f) and 12 (B) of the UGC act 1956 vide notification No. F.8-
39/98(CPP-I) dated 1th July 2003.

ADMISSION OPEN
Admission open for Master Degree in English (M A)

Classes will commence form Wednesday, 1st August, 2018.
Prospectus and Forms can be obtained from the College during the Office Hours

 (8.30 am to 4.00pm) on all working days
(Seats are limited)

Phone: 0370 – 22331009 (Office) Mobile: 9436437544K-1808

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRETORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NOTIFICATION

NO. DTE/ CSAB-NEUT/1/2018-19/ : This is to inform all the candidates who have been selected for 
study in School of Engineering & Technology, Nagaland University, Dimapur and yet to collect their Nomination 
letter are directed to collect the same from the office of the under-singed on or before 25th July, 2018.

Interested candidate may also apply in the vacant seats under the following courses as given below.

Sl. No. Branch/ Seats available Duration Eligibility

1 Computer Science & Engineering 
(3 seats)

4 years    Pass in 10+2 with Physics & Mathematics as compulsory 
subject along with any one of Chemistry/ Biotechnology/ 
Computer Science/ Biology. Minimum 50% marks for 
General and 45% marks for SC/ST/OBC candidates

2 Electronics & Communication 
Engineering (4 seats)

-do-       -do-

3 Information Technology (5 seats) -do-      -do-

4 Biotechnology (5 seats) -do-      Passed in PCBM at 10+2 exam (Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
& Mathematics). Minimum 50% marks for General and 45% 
marks for SC/ST/OBC candidates

Candidates may apply through application in plain paper. Last date for submission of application to the office 
of the undersigned supported by necessary documents is 25th July, 2018. (ER. ARJUN SINGH)

DirectorKG-2694

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Minister for Higher Edu-
cation and Technical 
Education, Temjen Imna 
Along, has interacted 
with Delhi Eastern Na-
galand Students Union 
(DENSU) at Nagaland 
House in New Delhi on 
July 19. 

In the series of meet-
ing with the student un-
ion bodies in Delhi, the 
minister had met, Naga 
Students Union (NSUD), 
Ao Students Union and 
Delhi Eastern Nagaland 
Students Union (DEN-
SU), an update from pub-
lic information officer 
of Nagaland House New 
Delhi informed.

During the meeting 
with DENSU representa-
tive members, the minis-

Imtikumzuk and departments officials during the meeting.

ter exhorted the students 
and advised them to work 
hard with sincerity to 

their studies. 
The minister also 

shared his vision for the 

student community in 
Delhi, and appealed them 
students to work together 

for the unity of our Naga’s 
in general, with the vision 
“One Naga”.

The DENSU mem-
bers shared their activi-
ties and their grievance to 
the minister. The union 
leaders requested him 
to promote the area by 
establishing science col-
lege and arts college in 
ENPO region. They also 
appealed the minister to 
give a chance to eastern 
Naga students who are 
well qualified to be ap-
pointed in Science Col-
lege lectures to encourage 
the upcoming educated 
youths, the press release 
stated.

Advisor to Tourism 
and Art & Culture, H Khe-
hovi Yepthomi also at-
tended the meeting. 

there under for the ben-
efit of the larger students 
community impacted 
by such decisions and in 
larger public interest in-
volved in the matter.

UGC has directed 
to initiate appropriate 
necessary action to their 
universities and also give 
suitable direction to all 
the colleges affiliated 
and ensure compliance 
to the CIC order as stated 
above.

Ruokuovisenuo, and the 
hosting family.

Rev. Zotuo Kiewhuo, 
senior pastor and founder 
of Koinonia Baptist Church 
and principal of Kohima 
Bible College, was the 
speaker. Speaking on the 
theme, he stated that the 
seed sown by a righteous 

person becomes a ‘tree of 
life.’ 

He further stated that 
even if they leave for eter-
nity, their seeds are not 
gone. He, therefore, said 
‘whoever sow in tears will 
reap in joy’ (psalm 126:5). 
He also administered the 
Lord’s Supper. 
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Time to Come Together
Revelations made by Centre’s interlocutor R. 

N. Ravi before a parliamentary panel is in-
dicative of the fact that Naga Peace Accord 

is in the offing. Informing the lawmakers about 
the security scenario of North-East, Mr. Ravi hint-
ed that Government of India is thinking about 
recognising the uniqueness of Naga history and 
some special status will be made for the Nagas. 
Beyond doubt this is the most pragmatic approach 
taken by the Centre in search of permanent peace 
in Nagaland. Credit should be given to NSCN (IM) 
leadership too for showing enough maturity to take 
the ongoing peace process to such a point. As a mat-
ter of fact, both sides have now accepted the reali-
ties. It has been understood that the arms struggle 
will only bring more destruction. At the same time 
it has also been realised that painting Nagas as se-
cessionist forces will not yield any result. To bring 
the Nagas closer, their uniqueness should be re-
garded and a special status should be given to them. 
As a result of such pragmatism shown by both the 
parties, the ongoing peace process has been able 
to cross many major hurdles. There were people 
with vested interests who tried to derail the peace 
process from the very beginning. Even now they 
are raising hue and cry over one pretext or an-
other. Sometimes they raise the issue of independ-
ence and sometimes they raise the issue of inte-
gration. Thanks should be given to both sides for 
not failing in to the trap prepared by such people. 
But still there are some more miles to travel. Bringing 
the Nagas under one umbrella or giving the Nagas re-
siding outside the geographical areas of the State of 
Nagaland is the question to be answered. Surely, re-
solving the issue will take some time as it is not a mat-
ter that can be settled between Government of India 
and the Nagas. There are other stakeholders too. To 
find an answer to the said question, those stakehold-
ers should also be consulted. The stakeholders should 
be told in no uncertain terms that they will have 
to make some sacrifices for the sake of the nation. 
Peace in Nagaland and as well as in the North-East 
is not a question of loss or gain for some individuals. 
Peace in the North-East is a national issue. So everyone 
concerned should put national interest above every-
thing else. No one should try to fish in troubled waters. 
At the same time, every North-Easterner should keep 
in mind that the real battle is yet to begin. The bat-
tle is to earn due recognition for the region and its 
people. Accepting the uniqueness of Naga society is 
only the first step. There are other societies in the re-
gion which are equally unique and also deserve rec-
ognition. In other words, the contributions of North-
East in nation building should not be ignored. The 
North-East too has made sacrifices for the nation, 
but in return, the region and its people got nothing. 
The North-East will have to fight this battle together. 
Keeping the people divided is just a ploy to make the 
region weak and fragile. It is time now to defeat these 
forces so that no one can dare to ignore the North-
East in the future.

DAILY
PATH

O
nly a diehard optimist would 
expect that Indias elected rep-
resentatives would find the 
time to reflect on national 
security. But, with Parliament 

in session, should the improbable come to 
pass, here are some suggestions.

Each threat and challenge to India’s 
national security in the past 70 years has 
arisen not just due to the continued indif-
ference of its political leadership but also 
its inability to learn from past mistakes. 
While the downward spiral of the defence 
budget (in real terms) and galloping asym-
metry vis-à-vis China are causes for alarm, 
far more worrisome is the absence of a vi-
sion that could trigger remedial processes. 
Slogans are great for national morale, but 
someone must convert them into action-
able strategies; so patently lacking in con-
text of India’s military-industrial complex, 
defence modernisation or national security 
reform.

A possible reason for this “holiday” 
from long-term planning or strategising by 
ministers seems to be a shift of the onus 
of politics from party apparatchiks to their 
shoulders. The demands of Parliament, 
constituency, party politics and election 
campaigning leave very little time for their 
portfolios. In case of the Ministry of De-
fence (MoD), since the military has been 
deliberately excluded, crucial defence mat-
ters are, by default, left to personnel of the 
administrative, accounts and other civilian 
cadres who run the show. This uniquely In-
dian concatenation is definitely not the best 
way of managing national defence. 

Material and organisational shortcom-
ings in our national security, periodically 
highlighted by the CAG or Parliamentary 
Committees, attract fleeting public and 

media attention, which dissipates after rhe-
torical government responses. However, an 
area with grave but hidden implications for 
national security is: Civil-military relations 
(CMR) whose crucial significance seems 
to have eluded India’s post-independence 
rulers. A key feature of current CMR in India 
is the huge perceptional gap that exists be-
tween the two sides. While the political and 
bureaucratic establishments see nothing 
amiss and have remained staunch uphold-
ers of the “status quo”; the military and 
veterans seethe with dissatisfaction at an 
increasingly asymmetric and deliberately 
contrived civil-military equation. 

The most worrisome impact of this dis-
sonance is the MoD’s functioning. By stub-
bornly resisting integration of Army, Navy 
and Air HQs with MoD, the bureaucracy 
has denied itself readily-available profes-
sional advice and the ministry, some badly-
needed decision-making ability. Proof of 
the system’s ineptitude is to be found in the 
languid manner it discharges its primary 
function of equipping the forces. Procure-
ment of simple but urgently needed items, 
like rifles, helmets and bullet-proof jackets 
for soldiers takes 8 to 10 years; while major 
weapon-systems can take anything from 15 
to 30 years.

Hardware acquisition programmes 
from abroad, as well as indigenous projects 
like the Tejas fighter, Arjun tank and Kaveri 
turbo-jet have remained in limbo for dec-
ades, for want of decision-making. The 
government may downplay this dysfunc-
tionality, but voids in our military capabil-
ity are obvious and have visibly eroded our 
credibility as a significant power. 

While some aspects of CMR impinge 
directly on India’s national security, there 
are many consequences of this discord that 
have implications elsewhere. Among these 
are the military’s push-back after every Pay 
Commission award and the acrimonious 

negotiations that follow; the protracted 
veterans’ public agitation for “one-rank-
one-pension” and frequent tussles about 
rank-equations with civilian cadres. Con-
troversies related to opening of canton-
ments to the public and politicisation of 
“surgical strikes” have further muddied the 
waters. In the furore surrounding these de-
bates, few have reflected on the roots of the 
persistent malady that afflicts CMR. 

The division of the armed forces, in 
1947, was accompanied by a hurried 
reorganisation of the imperial defence 
structure to suit the new republic’s needs. 
During this turmoil, the military leadership 
remained ignorant of a significant develop-
ment that originated from the civil side. 
The armed forces HQs, instead of being 
merged with the MoD, or being designated 
“department(s)” of MoD, were reduced to 
“attached offices” and made subaltern to 
the Department of Defence (DoD). This 
automatically placed a layer of bureaucracy 
between the military and the politician and 
replaced “civilian (political) control” by de 
facto “bureaucratic control”.

This “act of commission”, a fatal flaw in 
our national security matrix, was followed 
by an equally damaging “act of omission” -- 
the failure of the new Indian State to accord 
recognition to the functions and status of its 
armed forces. The IAS and IPS (to be joined, 
later, by the Indian Forest Service) were 
created as All India Services by Article 312 
of the new Constitution. Another category 
known as the Central Civil Services, con-
sisting of 89 Groups A and B services, that 
provide the huge government bureaucracy, 
was inherited from the Empire. However, 
the functions, responsibilities and status 
of the armed forces, their chiefs and senior 
functionaries, found no mention in the 
Constitution, any Act of Parliament or even 
the Government of India (GoI) Rules of 
Business, created in 1961. 

This absence of recognition and lack of 
defined status has worked to the detriment 
of India’s military. Successive Pay Commis-
sions, using whimsical equivalences, have 
depressed the armed forces, in terms of 
emoluments (and consequently status), 
relative to the All India Services as well as 
the Central Civil Services. Since eight of the 
latter were created to render support to the 
military, this has led to severe hierarchal 
problems. The chiefs receive perfunctory 
attention from politicians and bureaucrats 
because they have no locus standi in the 
edifice of the GoI. It is the Secretary DoD 
who, by Rules of Business, represents the 
three Services. This iniquity has stimulated 
a steady deterioration in CMR over the past 
decades. 

It is incongruous that the standing of 
the armed forces of the Union should re-
main indeterminate and open to repeated 
misinterpretation, vis-a-vis civilian and 
police organisations. It is, similarly, inap-
propriate that the Service Chiefs, responsi-
ble for safeguarding national sovereignty on 
land, at sea and in the air, should be denied 
recognition by the State, and remain “invis-
ible” in the MoD. 

A part of the remedy for this acute 
anomaly lies in amending the Rules of Busi-
ness. But the real answer lies in legislation 
that clearly defines the status of the armed 
forces, as well as role and functions of the 
military hierarchy. Since this issue impinges 
not only on our military’s morale, but also 
on CMR and, ultimately, on India’s national 
security, it should merit discussion in the 
ongoing session of Parliament - other press-
ing business notwithstanding.

 (The author is a former Indian Navy 
Chief and Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Com-

mittee. The views expressed are personal. 
The article is in special arrangement with 

South Asia Monitor)

F
ourteen-month-old Ayush 
smiles as he plays in his moth-
er’s lap at the anganwadi centre 
in Bhandaria village in Uttar 
Pradesh. Eight months ago he 

was a severely undernourished and under-
weight child born to a frail mother. It has 
been quite a journey for the sickly child to 
transform into a healthy baby, thanks to an 
intervention made by Unicef.

“Ayush was a very weak child, used 
to defecate frequently and always cried. 
Now he is a happy child,” said his mother 
Sudha who soon left for home to look after 
her two-month-old daughter. “It was a 
compulsion,” she said without elaborating, 
when asked why she had a second child 
soon after the first.

State health workers identified Ayush 
as one of the severely underweight children 
during Weight Divas in November 2017 
when all children up to five years of age 
were weighed. Ayush was enlisted for a 
10-day Bal Poshan Satra (Child Nutrition 
Session) a month later.

“It was difficult convincing parents. 
Most are unwilling to accept that they do 
not know what to feed their own child. It 
took several visits to Ayush’s home and 
interactions with family members before 
they agreed to join,” said anganwadi work-
er Bimla and ASHA worker Aarti Devi.

Parents were surprised to see how 
much their child could eat. The session had 
milk, suji halwa, omlette, banana, moong 
dal and khichdi with a mix of vegetables 
and soya bean. It was a major shift from the 
tea and chappati Ayush used to have as his 
first meal at noon. The frequency of meals 
also jumped from 2-3 times to 5-6 times.

Mothers were made to cook to learn 
nutritious recipes at the session and were 
told about breastfeeding. The session add-
ed half-a kilo to Ayush, but at 5.5 kg he was 

220 million people, had stopped getting 
the supplementary food consisting of 
premix laddu, sweet and salted daliya for 
children between six months and three 
years between January and April this year 
due to some problem with the tendering 
process.

Gram Pradhan Amit Patel made ar-
rangements for the continuous supply of 
supplementary food from his own pocket 
and even added milk, egg and banana dur-
ing the 10-day Bal Poshan Satra.

“Most families have the necessary food 
items in their kitchen but do not know how 
and when to feed their children. At the end 
of the session, all kids gained at least 200 
gms,” said 25-year-old Patel.

Helping the state health workers 
achieve the objectives of State Nutrition 
Mission is Unicef in collaboration with the 
IKEA Foundation, the philanthropic arm of 
Sweden’s IKEA group. Unicef has deployed 
experts at various levels to help motivate 
villagers, counsel them, provide training 
to health workers, share best practices and 
inform about nutritious diets.

“Every small achievement takes a lot 
of effort. There is a huge challenge still left. 
Healthy children would go a long way to 
build a strong nation,” said Unicef State 
Consultant (Uttar Pradesh) Mustafa Kamal.

While Ayush made it out of the red zone 
and so did Bhandaria village but there are 
632 children like Ayush in 175 Aganwadi 
centres across Bithari block, one of the 16 
blocks in Bareilly district.

Bithari block Child Development 
Project Officer in-charge Poonam Sharma 
said, “The supply of supplementary food 
is always less than what is required. During 
shortages, two categories of children get 
priority -- those who have Aadhaar card 
and those who are in red or yellow zones.”

(Munish Gupta’s visited Bareilly at the 
invitation of Unicef. He can be contacted 

at munish.g@ians.in)

Parliament Needs to Define Status of Armed Forces

Making a Difference: Nutrition Intervention 
Leads to Healthy Babies in Poor Households

‘Global Trade of Old, Used Vehicles Causing Toxic Pollution’

Arun Prakash | IANS

Manish Gupta | IANS

Fourteen-month old Ayush with his mother Sudha at an Anganwadi Centre in Bhandaria village of 
Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly district.

IANS

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. Robert Cull

I have friends who’ve received partial healing but still strug-
gle with painful aspects of their diseases. Other friends 
have been healed of an addiction but still struggle with 

feelings of inadequacy and self-loathing. And I wonder, Why 
doesn’t God heal them completely—once and for all?

In Mark 8:22–26, we read the story of Jesus healing a 
man born blind. Jesus first took the man away from the vil-
lage. Then He spit on the man’s eyes and “put his hands on 
him.” The man said he now saw people who looked “like 
trees walking around.” Then Jesus touched the man’s eyes 
again, and this time he saw “everything clearly.”

In His ministry, Jesus’s words and actions often amazed 
and baffled the crowd and His followers (Matthew 7:28; Luke 
8:10; 11:14) and even drove many of them away (John 6:60–
66). No doubt this two-part miracle also caused confusion. 
Why not immediately heal this man?

We don’t know why. But Jesus knew what the man—and 
the disciples who viewed his healing—needed in that mo-
ment. And He knows what we need today to draw us closer 
in our relationship with Him. Though we won’t always un-
derstand, we can trust that God is working in our lives and 
the lives of our loved ones. And He will give us the strength, 
courage, and clarity we need to persevere in following Him.

BIBLE READ:   MARK 8:22–26

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the 

crowds were amazed at his teaching. 
~ Matthew 7:28

Jesus Knows Why

I
n a new study, New Delhi-based think tank Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE) on Monday lifted the 
lid on the dark underbelly of a large-scale global trade 
of old and used vehicles from high income to low and 
middle income countries of Africa and South Asia

The trade is causing massive environmental dumping 
and toxic pollution.

The study “Clunkered: Combating Dumping of Used 
Vehicles -- A roadmap for Africa and South Asia” says every 
year out of the staggering global vehicle stock of two billion, 
more than 40 million vehicles approach end-of-life, becom-
ing old and decrepit.

But instead of being scrapped within domestic markets, 
a large number of these are sold in low and middle income 
countries that do not have the capacity to manage their pol-
luting emissions.

Africa imports old and new vehicles from nearly 17 
countries, with Japan, Germany, the US and South Korea 
dominating the trade.

While most cars come from these countries, two-
wheelers are predominantly from India and China. Cars 
and commercial vehicles have a higher share of the used 
vehicle imports.

“Cheaper price, weak environmental regulations in 
poorer economies, lure of a rich variety of vehicle models 
and stronger emissions regulations in high income export-
ing countries are inciting this unregulated global trade in 

clunkers (as these old vehicles are called),” CSE’s Executive 
Director (Research and Advocacy) Anumita Roychowdhury 
said.

“In high income exporting countries it is more lucrative 
and cost-effective to export used vehicles than scrap them.

“If this continues unchecked, without the exporting 
countries sharing the responsibility of addressing this 
problem, the poorer countries will not be able to meet their 
clean air and climate mitigation goals,” she said in a state-
ment.

Many African and South Asian cities are violating the 
World Health Organization (WHO) air quality guidelines 
with some of the worst air pollution episodes. 

The burden of diseases triggered by air pollution like 
lung diseases, cancers, respiratory diseases, heart ailments 
and strokes are increasing rapidly.

“The global community which has, time and again, ex-
pressed its deep concern about the deteriorating air quality 
in the southern world, cannot look away from this problem 
of dumping anymore,” Roychowdhury said.

Addressing the issue of a future roadmap, the CSE said 
that vehicle-importing countries are enforcing age restric-
tions, charging higher taxes on imports of older vehicles 
and linking import incentives with emission levels and 
engine sizes.

Egypt, Morocco, South Africa and Sudan in Africa and 
Bhutan and Nepal in South Asia have completely banned 

the import of used vehicles.
The study says the vehicle market of South Asia is more 

geographically confined, which is helping the region to take 
quicker action.

The vehicle trade in South Asia is largely dominated by 
India and Japan.

Quicker upward harmonization of emission regulations 
is possible in this region with vehicle-producing countries 
advancing their standards.

Also more strident steps are being taken by importing 
countries.

Bhutan and Nepal have banned import of used vehicles 
and have imposed taxes according to the engine size; Nepal 
has adopted Euro-III emissions standards.

Bangladesh has restricted age to five years and has 
adopted Euro-II emissions standards. Pakistan has gone for 
an age cap of three to five years.

Sri Lanka has used stratified import taxes and an age 
cap of five years to successfully discourage old and pollut-
ing vehicles and diesel vehicles. It has also promoted hy-
brids, electric and gasoline vehicles, and banned two-stroke 
engines.

Vehicle-producing India, which accumulated about 20 
million vehicles by 2015 that require scrapping, does not 
allow import of used vehicles or any vehicle that does not 
meet its emissions standards, the CSE said.

Source: IANS

still in the red zone. At six months, a child is 
severely underweight if below 5.6 kg, mod-
erately underwieght between 5.6 kg and 5.8 
kg, and normal between 5.8 kg and 7.3 kg.

Ayush and his mother then spent 14 
days at the Nutritional Rehabilitation 
Centre (NRC) at the district headquarter 
in Bareilly, 23 km away from their village, 
in December 2017. At the end of the stay at 
NRC, Ayush came back to the care of ASHA 
and anganwadi workers in the village with a 
normal weight of 6.3 kg.

Ayush’s grandfather Ghanshyam, who 
finally convinced Sudha to accept the in-

terventions under the State Nutrition Mis-
sion, said he has now stopped giving Ayush 
snacks like chips from his shop and that he 
is happy that the baby no longer sleeps on 
an empty stomach.

The journey from 5 kg to 6.3 kg and 
his current weight of 8.2 kg could not have 
been possible without the timely support 
of Gram Pradhan Amit Patel and the focus 
provided by Bareilly Chief Development 
Officer Satyendra Kumar by adopting the 
village.

Bhandaria village, like other villages 
in the country’s most populous state of 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Realize that you’re the 
one responsible for cleaning up your own mess, Ar-
ies. If you’ve left your dirty clothes on the floor and 
the dishes unwashed, you will be the one who has 

to pay the consequences later on. Take responsibility for your 
actions. Today is an excellent day to do your laundry and clean 
the mess in the sink. You’ll feel better about yourself and your 
immediate environment after you do.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Things should be go-
ing your way right now, Taurus. Feel confident about 
yourself and your decisions. Let your inner glow radi-
ate outward and show people that you have a great 

deal of love to offer. Practice what you preach. You lose respect 
when you act contrary to the way in which you insist the people 
around you act. Feel your power from within as opposed to try-

ing to get it from others.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Follow through on your 
promises today, Gemini. You may be generous with 
your words and advice, but you might fall a bit short 

when it comes to actually delivering the goods. This is a great 
time to prove to others that you mean what you say. Do the things 
that you said you would. You’ll be able to accomplish quite a bit 
as long as you maintain a focused and positive mindset.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t get discouraged 
by other people’s failures today, Cancer. There may 
be signs that warn you of potential roadblocks ahead, 
but this doesn’t mean that you should turn your car 

around or give up on your goal. Perhaps you only need to slow 
down the pace or select a new route. Either way, you have the per-
severance and inner drive to accomplish any task you undertake.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Don’t get thrown off your 
path, Leo. Focus inward and concentrate on the tasks 
at hand. This may not be the most lighthearted and 
jovial day, but one must always take the good with the 

bad. Use the sober, grounding tone of today’s energy to get down 
to business and stay there. Work now, play later! Remember the 
story about the ant and the grasshopper. Now is the time to store 
provisions for the future.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Things should be flowing 
quite well for you today, Virgo. Take this opportunity 
and use the energy to its full potential. Center yourself 
and look at the weeks ahead. Where do you want to 

be in two months? Where do you want to be in two years? Now 
is the time to take stock of what you’ve got and plan for future 
growth. You have a great deal going for you, so don’t waste your 
time on frivolity.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Today is a great day to 
gather data for a new project you’re working on, Li-
bra. Put your nose to the grindstone and make some 
major progress on an important job. Find comfort in 

your work. Make sure, however, that the work you’re engaged in 
is something that feeds your soul as opposed to just put money 
in your pocket. This is critical to maintaining a healthy mind and 
spirit.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  It’s obvious how 
much you like to dream, Scorpio. Certainly, this is an 
important part of your existence. Realize that there 
comes a time when you must face reality. This is one 

of those days when you need to bite the bullet and deal with your 
bills. Take care of annoying errands that you’ve been putting off. 
Send the letters that have piled up on your desk for days. Stop 
making excuses.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Stop wasting your 
energy on things that have no real relevance in your 
life, Sagittarius. This is a day to focus your attention 
on the tasks at hand and get things done. Don’t get 

distracted by the blinking neon lights. Stay tuned to your own 
channel. It might not be a bad idea to adopt more of a critical tone 
so you don’t get caught up in issues that don’t pertain to you.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Delight in all your 
projects today, Capricorn. You should enjoy a posi-
tive mood and pleasurable experiences with others. 
Let the good times roll. Your ego and emotions 

should be acting harmoniously. You have every reason to smile, 
so keep grinning from ear to ear. You’re able to get a lot accom-
plished if you so choose. Adjust your compass, check the prevail-
ing winds, and set sail.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today isn’t a great 
day for inspiring enthusiasm in others, Aquarius. You 
might find that there’s a sober, conservative tone to 
the day that’s stealing the fuel from your fire. Real-
ize that this is just part of the natural cycle of things. 

Don’t feel that you need to be up and active all the time. Give 
yourself a rest and focus your energy inward. Settle your nerves 
and get down to business.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today is an excellent day 
in which you should be able to ground your emotions 
and find a greater amount of stability in your life. As 
you walk down the street, be conscious of the Earth 

below you. Plant your feet firmly on the ground and realize that 
you’re a living part and product of this great planet. Don’t sepa-
rate yourself from Mother Nature - you are her child. Respect her.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Who Owns the Moon? A Space Lawyer Answers

M
ost likely, this is the best-known picture 
of a flag ever taken: Buzz Aldrin standing 
next to the first U.S. flag planted on the 
Moon. For those who knew their world 
history, it also rang some alarm bells. 

Only less than a century ago, back on Earth, planting a 
national flag in another part of the world still amounted 
to claiming that territory for the fatherland. Did the Stars 
and Stripes on the moon signify the establishment of an 
American colony?

When people hear for the first time that I am a lawyer 
practicing and teaching something called “space law,” 
the question they ask most frequently, often with a big 
smile or a twinkle in the eye, is: “So tell me, who owns the 
moon?”

Of course, claiming new national territories had been 
very much a European habit, applied to non-European 
parts of the world. In particular the Portuguese, the 
Spanish, the Dutch, the French and the English created 
huge colonial empires. But while their attitude was very 
Europe-centric, the legal notion that planting a flag 
was an act of establishing sovereignty quickly stuck and 
became accepted worldwide as part and parcel of the law 
of nations.

Obviously, the astronauts had more important things 
on their mind than contemplating the legal meaning 
and consequences of that planted flag, but luckily 
the issue had been taken care of prior to the mission. 
Since the beginning of the space race the United States 
knew that for many people around the world the sight 
of a U.S. flag on the Moon would raise major political 
issues. Any suggestion that the moon might become, 
legally speaking, part of U.S. backwaters might fuel such 
concerns, and possibly give rise to international disputes 
harmful to both the U.S. space program and U.S. interests 
as a whole.

By 1969, decolonization may have destroyed any 
notion that non-European parts of the world, though 
populated, were not civilized and thus justifiably made 
subject to European sovereignty – however, there was not 
a single person living on the moon; even life itself was 
absent.

Still, the simple answer to the question of whether 
Armstrong and Aldrin by way of their small ceremony did 
transform the moon, or at least a major part thereof, into 
U.S. territory turns out to be “no.” They, nor NASA, nor 
the U.S. government intended the U.S. flag to have that 
effect.

The first outer space treaty
Most importantly, that answer was enshrined in the 
1967 Outer Space Treaty, to which both the United 
States and the Soviet Union as well as all other space-
faring nations, had become a party. Both superpowers 
agreed that “colonization” on Earth had been responsible 
for tremendous human suffering and many armed 
conflicts that had raged over the last centuries. They 
were determined not to repeat that mistake of the old 
European colonial powers when it came to decide on 
the legal status of the moon; at least the possibility of a 

“land grab” in outer space giving rise to another world 
war was to be avoided. By that token, the moon became 
something of a “global commons” legally accessible to 
all countries – two years prior to the first actual manned 
moon landing.

So, the U.S. flag was not a manifestation of claiming 
sovereignty, but of honoring the U.S. taxpayers and 
engineers who made Armstrong, Aldrin, and third 
astronaut Michael Collins’ mission possible. The two men 
carried a plaque that they “came in peace for all mankind,” 
and of course Neil’s famous words echoed the same 
sentiment: his “small step for man” was not a “giant leap” 
for the United States, but “for mankind.” Furthermore, 
the United States and NASA lived up to their commitment 
by sharing the moon rocks and other samples of soil from 
the lunar surface with the rest of the world, whether by 

giving them away to foreign governments or by allowing 
scientists from all over the globe to access them for 
scientific analysis and discussion. In the midst of the Cold 
War, this even included scientists from the Soviet Union. 
Case closed, no need for space lawyers anymore then? No 
need for me to prepare University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s 
space law students for further discussions and disputes 
on the lunar law, right?

No space lawyers needed?
Not so fast. While the legal status of the Moon as a 
“global commons” accessible to all countries on peaceful 
missions did not meet any substantial resistance or 
challenge, the Outer Space Treaty left further details 
unsettled. Contrary to the very optimistic assumptions 
made at the time, so far humankind has not returned to 

the moon since 1972, making lunar land rights largely 
theoretical.

That is, until a few years ago when several new plans 
were hatched to go back to the moon. In addition at least 
two U.S. companies, Planetary Resources and Deep Space 
Industries, which have serious financial backing, have 
started targeting asteroids for the purpose of mining their 
mineral resources. Geek note: Under the aforementioned 
Outer Space Treaty, the moon and other celestial bodies 
such as asteroids, legally speaking, belong in the same 
basket. None of them can become the “territory” of one 
sovereign state or another.

The very fundamental prohibition under the Outer 
Space Treaty to acquire new state territory, by planting 
a flag or by any other means, failed to address the 
commercial exploitation of natural resources on the 
moon and other celestial bodies. This is a major debate 
currently raging in the international community, with no 
unequivocally accepted solution in sight yet. Roughly, 
there are two general interpretations possible.

So you want to mine an asteroid?
Countries such as the United States and Luxembourg (as 
the gateway to the European Union) agree that the moon 
and asteroids are “global commons,” which means that 
each country allows its private entrepreneurs, as long 
as duly licensed and in compliance with other relevant 
rules of space law, to go out there and extract what they 
can, to try and make money with it. It’s a bit like the law 
of the high seas, which are not under the control of an 
individual country, but completely open to duly licensed 
law-abiding fishing operations from any country’s 
citizens and companies. Then, once the fish is in their 
nets, it is legally theirs to sell.

On the other hand, countries such as Russia and 
somewhat less explicitly Brazil and Belgium hold that 
the moon and asteroids belong to humanity as a whole. 
And therefore the potential benefits from commercial 
exploitation should somehow accrue for humanity as a 
whole – or at least should be subjected to a presumably 
rigorous international regime to guarantee humanity-
wide benefits. It’s a bit like the regime originally 
established for harvesting mineral resources from the 
deep seabed. Here, an international licensing regime was 
created as well as an international enterprise, which was 
to mine those resources and generally share the benefits 
among all countries.

While in my view the former position certainly would 
make more sense, both legally and practically, the legal 
battle by no means is over. Meanwhile, the interest in the 
moon has been renewed as well – at least China, India 
and Japan have serious plans to go back there, raising 
the stakes even higher. Therefore, at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln we will need to teach our students 
about these issues for many years to come. While 
ultimately it is up to the community of states to determine 
whether common agreement can be reached on either of 
the two positions or maybe somewhere in between, it is 
of crucial importance that agreement can be reached one 
way or another. Such activities developing without any 
law that is generally applicable and accepted would be a 
worst-case scenario. While not a matter of colonization 
anymore, it may have all the same harmful results.

Ronnie de Sousa | Aeon Natural-Born Existentialists
Ethics cannot be based on human nature because, 
as evolutionary biology tells us, there is no such thing

...from previous issue

That diversity is not accidental. Variety 
and diversity are the fundamental condi-
tion without which evolution could not 
have occurred. The transition from one spe-
cies to another – like the variation between 
individuals – is gradual in both time and 
space; but those transitions that evolution-
ary theorists have singled out as the most 
important appear to present relatively sud-
den increases in complexity. With higher 
complexity come new possibilities. But new 
possibilities often come at some cost to the 
organisms concerned.

Here are two examples. Among the most 
momentous transitions in evolution was 
the association of cells into multicellular 
organisms. This entailed that single cells 
sometimes had to sacrifice themselves to 
enhance the prospects of the group of which 
they were now only a part. Programmed cell 
death, or ‘apoptosis’, has been described as 
‘a sine qua non of a multicellular state’. An 
equally crucial invention was the novel use 
of exchanges of genetic material for the pur-
poses of reproduction – sex, for short. Sex 
comes with so many disadvantages that it 
is something of a puzzle for evolutionary 
theory. To mention just two: cell division, 
or cloning, results in the re-production of 
time-tested models. Sex does no such thing. 
Instead, it produces new and untested 
models that might altogether fail to be via-
ble. Second, and equally drastic, there is the 
‘two-fold cost’ of sexual reproduction. Every 

sexually generated individual requires the 
resources needed to have supported two 
parents. Therefore, in a direct competition 
with an equivalent cloning species, a sexual 
species will quickly be swamped by the 
asexual.

The most recent major transition in hu-
man evolution is the invention of language. 
Although language seems to us so obvi-
ously useful that its cost is hard to discern, 
there is some truth to Thomas Hobbes’s ex-
planation of why humans find it so much 
more difficult to cooperate than ants do. 
Ants don’t require a tyrannical monster to 
enforce cooperation, Hobbes argued in Le-
viathan (1651), mainly because they don’t 
talk. They can be harmed but not offended; 
they can’t make agreements and therefore 
cannot break them; and they don’t ‘strive to 
reform and innovate’ – all of which spares 
them quarrels, disagreements and gener-
ally bad feelings.

Those might well be viewed as draw-
backs of our capacity for language. But the 
positive aspect of language lies precisely in 
our capacity for disagreement. As animals, 
we have interests. These are not necessarily 
confined to self-interest, since animals can 
be fierce in the defence of other individuals. 
If genes are sometimes linked to behaviour, 

and if they are copied to later generations, 
animals can be assumed to be innately pro-
grammed to defend kin at their own cost. 
That is individual altruism in the service of 
what Dawkins called ‘selfish’ genes. But it is 
difficult to imagine any two non-language-
using animals quarrelling about anything 
that does not arise from innate need. Both 
might want one thing that is in limited sup-
ply, or they might want currently incompat-
ible things. (Two animals might differ about 
who will eat the one available prey, but also 
about where to set the thermostat.)

What language does is to enable speak-
ers to differ about propositions. Proposi-
tions ground inferences, which can be 
persuasive without being logically compel-
ling, and on which two people can differ. 
Thus the invention of language, like other 
major transitions of evolution, generated 
an explosion of possibilities. When we can 
talk about what we want, we can also dis-
cuss, generalise, refine, extrapolate, analo-
gise, creating fresh propositions to endorse. 
Wants can be grounded in basic needs and 
desires but, from those raw materials, talk-
ing quickly leads us to a potentially un-
limited variety of new propositions about 
artificial things to care about: cultural con-
ventions, institutions, art, money. These 

constitute the values by which we govern 
our lives. Each variant of human desire is 
‘natural’, not in the sense of being required, 
but only of being made possible by nature. 
And it is in what nature makes possible, not 
in what it necessitates, that we should look 
for the answer to the question about what 
we should be or do.

Our nature arises from our choices. It is 
enabled, but not determined, by biology

These new possibilities and the choices 
we make among them define who we are. 
And that is the core idea of existentialism 
as articulated by Jean-Paul Sartre in 1946 – 
the doctrine that for humans alone, exist-
ence precedes essence: that who we are is 
determined by our choices, not the other 
way round. Because our values have arisen 
in a process of debate, inference and gen-
eralisation, they are no longer even distant 
consequences of our basic needs. Our na-
ture arises from choices that were not de-
termined by our biological make-up. It is 
enabled, but not determined, by biology.

That holds for us both as a species and 
as individuals. As individuals, we each face, 
at every turn, the options that result, in part, 
from previous choices, both our own and 
those of our predecessors in the human ex-

periment. But there is no predicting where 
those choices might lead as we talk our-
selves into them. As a species, we are part 
of a lineage in which a large number of cru-
cial transitions, brought about by chance in 
this one lineage but not others, have ena-
bled new possibilities. As individuals, many 
of those possibilities have been spurred by 
the urge both to imitate and to ‘reform and 
innovate’. And among those, it is up to each 
of us to make still new choices. If there is a 
human nature, it is created as much as it is 
found.

The unpredictable character of human 
nature is all the more apparent when we 
confront what might in retrospect look like 
yet one more major transition: the advent 
of technology, and especially the creation 
of the world wide web. Given that unpre-
dictability, we cannot be sure that the ex-
istence of the web will not end up limiting 
our choices rather than enhancing them 
in some ways that we can only begin to 
glimpse. But even if that happens, those 
choices will be ones that no pre-existing 
conception of human nature will have dic-
tated.

What biology teaches us about human 
nature is that, in a very real sense, there is 
no such thing as human nature. The only 
coherent attitude to that fact is that of the 
existentialist: if there is any guidance to be 
found in nature, it is that there is nothing 
there to follow. Instead, we should aspire to 
create it.

Concluded
(The author is professor emeritus in phi-

losophy at the University of Toronto.)
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Noisy scenes force Naidu to 
stop telecast of RS proceedings

India most attractive destination 
for global investors — Rajnath

No proposal to make it mandatory for students to go for military education — Govt. 

Lynching is Narendra 
Modi’s brutal new 
India — Rahul

Court grants anticipatory bail to Chidambaram in Aircel-Maxis caseLeft to hold ‘dharna’ outside 
Parliament on July 24

Govt. verifying circulation claims of newspapers — Rathore

Congress accuses PM, Sitharaman of 
‘misleading’ Lok Sabha on Rafale deal

Modi departs on three-nation Africa tour 

PTI

P Chidambaram (File Photo)

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves as he emplanes for Rwanda, Uganda and South Africa from New 
Delhi, on Monday.

new Delhi, July 23 (Pti): 
Noisy scenes created by 
TDP members in the Ra-
jya Sabha seeking special 
category status for Andhra 
Pradesh today saw a vis-
ibly upset Chairman M 
Venkiah Naidu ordering 
stoppage of telecast of 
proceedings for about 15 
minutes saying “only voice 
will go; noise will not go”.

Thouogh the members 
of the Telugu Desam Party 
had trooped into the Well 
during the Question Hour 
raising slogans in support 
of their demands, the pro-
ceedings continued with 
Ministers replying to the 
listed queries.

The TDP had earlier 
forced an adjournment of 
proceedings in the Upper 
House soon after it had 
assembled for the day.

As TDP MPs YS Chow-
dhary and CM Ramesh 
raised the issue, the Chair-
man said he has already 
told them their notice “has 
been admitted, it is com-
ing up tomorrow.” 

He, however, said that 
the debate was not per-
missible under Rule 168. 

“You know the system. 
Sense of the House is that 
House should function 
and take up business as 
slated.” 

Asking the agitating 
members to return to their 
seats, Naidu said; “I have 
only two options -- wheth-
er I run the House like this 
or adjourn the House”.

But as the ruckus con-
tinued, he said “nothing 
else (apart from listed 
proceedings) will go on 
record...Please take note, 

neither the electronic me-
dia, nor the print media.” 
Following this, the live 
telecast was stopped for 
about 15 minutes.

Naidu also warned the 
protesting members of 
action or adjourning the 
House while asking them 
to allow debate and dis-
cussion.

While drawing the agi-
tating members’ attention 
towards school children 
sitting in the Visitors’ Gal-
lery, he also quipped: “Live 

telecast is not there. Why 
are you wasting your en-
ergy”. As the din contin-
ued, Naidu said if “you 
have decided to defy the 
Chair...Choice is yours...
Only voice will go; noise 
will not go”.

E a r l i e r  w h e n  t h e 
House had assembled for 
the day, TDP members led 
by Chowdary and Ramesh 
were up on their feet as 
soon as listed papers were 
laid on the table of the 
House.

The Chairman said 
their notice has been con-
verted into a short-du-
ration discussion which 
would be taken up tomor-
row. Naidu said he was 
willing for a discussion on 
the issue last week itself 
but TDP leaders wanted 
it to be slated for Monday 
and yesterday they had 
sought its listing on July 24.

“I have admitted the 
notice under rule 176,” 
he said. Rule 176 allows a 
short duration discussion 
to be raised by a member 
on a matter of urgent pub-
lic importance.

But the TDP members 
were unrelenting.

“Please don’t do injus-
tice to other members,” 
Naidu said, adding he has 
admitted 15 zero hour 
notices which should be 
taken up.

He asked members to 
return to their places but 
TDP members were unre-
lenting. Naidu’s repeated 
pleas to members to re-
turn to their seats went 
heeded, forcing him to 
adjourn the proceedings 
till noon.

new Delhi, July 23 (ianS): India has be-
come the most attractive destination for 
global investors and its GDP growth has 
moved much ahead of the inflation rate, 
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said 
on Monday.

Speaking at a meeting of the Confed-
eration of All India Traders (CAIT) here, he 
admitted that there were some problems 
with demonetisation and the imple-
mentation of the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) but issues have now been sorted 
out and people are aware of the benefits 
of the two moves.

“India’s GDP (Gross Domestic Prod-
uct) had been half of the inflation rate 
four years ago. But it has gone up rapidly 
in the last four years. The GDP rate now 
has moved much ahead of the current 
inflation rate. There has not been a single 
moment in the last four years when the 
GDP growth was lower than the inflation 
rate.” “This is a big difference you can see 
now,” he said. 

Asserting that India has now become 
the most attractive destination for world’s 
investors, he said “There was a time four 
years ago when only two mobile factories 
were running in India. Now, the number 
of these factories has reached to 120.”

This is an indication that the whole 
world has belief and confidence in India’s 
economy, said the senior BJP leader, add-
ing India has gained a new height in ease 
of doing business and it jumped from 142 
to 100th place. 

In four years, there has been drastic fi-
nancial inclusion during our government 

as the people living in huts have been the 
part of economy because of opening of 
their bank accounts. “55 per cent of the 
total bank accounts opened across the 
world are in India only.”

Describing the benefits of govern-
ment’s digitisation scheme, Rajnath Singh 
said subsidies of 431 government run 
schemes amounting to over Rs 365,000 
crore have been transferred to the bank 
accounts of beneficiaries through Digital 
Payment Direct Transfer policy so that 
mediators could not do any wrong do-
ings.  On the occasion, the minister urged 
over 6.5 crore retail businessmen of the 
coutnry to unite with the farmers so that 
no political party could avoid them. 

Taking a veiled dig at former Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh, Rajnath 
Singh said economic growth was depend-
ent on a realistic, not economist, Prime 
Minister. 

“There is no lack of economic poten-
tial in India. This potential was observed 
by our former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. Our incumbent Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi also observed it and has 
been trying his best to do in that direction. 
Neither Atalji was economist nor Modiji 
is. There is no need to be an economist 
to give country’s economy a new height. 
It is necessary to be realistic,” Rajnath 
Singh said.

“In my view, no matter if Prime Min-
ister and the people sitting in the govern-
ment are not economists, they should be 
realistic. The country can grow fast if they 
are realistic.”

new Delhi, July 23 (Pti): There is 
no proposal to make it mandatory 
for students to undergo military 
education for three years after 
clearing class 12, the government 
said today.

Subhash Bhamre, minister 
of state for defence, said this in a 
written response to a question in 
Rajya Sabha.

He was responding to a ques-
tion on whether the government 
proposes to make it mandatory 
for students after class 12 to take 
compulsory military education 
for three years before they are ap-
pointed in government jobs and 
armed or para-military forces.

Responding to another ques-
tion, Bhamre said that in 2017, 

a preliminary enquiry (PE) was 
conducted by the CBI against 13 
Civilian Academic Officers (CAOs) 
of the National Defence Acad-
emy in Pune, including two from 
the Indian Military Academy in 
Dehradun, following allegations 
of erroneous academic perform-
ance indicators score and work 
experience for their selection and 

appointment.
“Based on the PE, the CBI has 

filed an FIR dated May 8, 2018 
against five CAOs and certain un-
known persons. 

A regular case has been regis-
tered against them and is under 
investigation by the CBI. No 
military officer is found to be 
involved so far,” Bhamre added.

new Delhi, July 23 (ianS): 
Congress Presdient Rahul 
Gandhi on Monday said 
the latest lynching inci-
dent in Rajasthan’s Alwar 
represents Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s “brutal 
New India”. The incident 
came to light on Saturday.

“Policemen in Alwar 
took three hours to get a 
dying Rakbar Khan, the 
victim of a lynch mob, 
to a hospital just six km 
away. Why? They took a 
tea-break en route. This is 
Modi’s brutal ‘New India,” 
Gandhi said in a tweet, at-
taching a news report.

The ‘New India,’ the 
Congress chief alleged, 
is where “humanity is re-
placed with hatred and 
people are crushed and 
left to die.” 

Ga n d h i ’s  re m a rk s 
came soon after a news 
report claimed that the 
policemen, before taking 
the lynch victim to the 
hospital, stopped to take 
some refreshment.

new Delhi, July 23 (Pti): A 
court here today granted 
protection from arrest till 
August 7 to former Union 
minister P Chidambaram 
in the Aircel-Maxis case 
filed by the CBI.

Special CBI Judge O P 
Saini granted the relief to 
the Congress leader after a 
plea was moved by him in 
the morning, seeking an-
ticipatory bail in the case.

The former finance 
minister told the court that 
he had apprehensions that 
the CBI might arrest him 
in the case.

“Nothing is preventing 
them (CBI) from arresting 
me (Chidambaram) in the 
case. I am apprehending 
arrest in the current mat-
ter. 

They can arrest me 
as a matter of law. I am 
made an accused for noth-
ing, senior advocate Ka-
pil Sibal, appearing for 
Chidambaram, said.

He also told the court 
that the agency had only 
called Chidambaram for 
questioning in 2014 and 
since then he was not 
asked before it.

new Delhi, July 23 (ianS): The 
Congress on Monday accused 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman of misleading the Lok 
Sabha by not revealing the price 
of the Rafale fighter jets bought 
from France and indicated it 
could move a motion of breach of 
privilege against them.

“Deluding and misleading the 
people of India, the Prime Minis-
ter and Defence Minister sought 
to lie on the floor of Parliament. 
Neither the revelation of the com-
mercial cost of Rafale aircraft will 
violate any secrecy agreement 
with the French government 
nor will it reveal any classified or 
protected information,” former 
Defence Minister A.K. Antony and 
senior leader Anand Sharma told 
a press conference. 

Party sources said that con-
sultations will be held with legal 
experts and the leader of the party 
in the Lok Sabha, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, will decide on moving 
a privilege motion against Modi 
and Sitharaman in a day or two.

Antony and Sharma referred 
to the discussion during the no-
confidence motion against the 

NDA government in the Lok Sab-
ha on July 20 and said the Prime 
Minister sought to “hide behind 
a cloak of pseudo nationalism” in 
the Rafale deal and said the truth 
was that the Modi government 
was “guilty of compromising 
national interest and national 
security”. The two leaders said that 
“shoddy cover-up, self defeating 
assertions and deliberate lies were 
being dished out to divert, dupe 
and deceive”.

“Grave apprehensions and 
claims of insurmountable loss 
being caused to public exchequer 
stand exposed as government 
refuses to state the truth,” they 
said.  Rejecting the government 
contention that the deal was 
covered by a secrecy clause un-
der which the price cannot be 
revealed, Antony said the agree-
ment between the governments 
of India and France in 2008 during 
the UPA government does not 
mention that commercial cost 
of procurement of defence deals 
cannot be revealed.

“The scope of the agreement 
only extends to tactical and tech-
nical details of weaponry relating 
to the capability of the platform 

in question and its performance 
and tactics in combat and does 
not include commercial details 
and costs. It is clear that the Prime 
Minister and Defence Minister 
misled the nation,” Antony said.

Claiming that the per aircraft 
price of Rafale as per international 
bid in 2012 during UPA govern-
ment came to INR 18,940 crore 
for 36 aircraft, the leaders said 
the Modi government purchased 
the same number of aircraft for 
INR 60,145 crore and asked BJP 
to explain the extra amount of 
INR 41,000 crore paid from public 
money. “This price is apparent 
from the ‘Annual Report, 2016’ of 
Dassault Aviation,” they said.

They contended that under 
the law, the government was 
bound to provide to full infor-
mation to the Public Accounts 
Committee of Parliament, Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee on 
Defence and the Comptroller and 
Director General of India (CAG) 
and asked why the Modi govern-
ment was not disclosing the com-
mercial cost of the deal. 

Antony and Sharma referred 
to two replies given by the De-
fence Ministry in 2016 and 2018 

in Parliament revealing the price 
to be approximately INR 670 crore 
per aircraft and asked why was the 
Defence Minister lying today.

They also quoted an interview 
given by French President Em-
manuel Macron to a prominent 
news channel in India saying that 
if the Modi government wanted to 
disclose some of the details with 
the opposition, it can do so.

“Prime Minister Modi in Par-
liament took refuge in the state-
ment released by the French gov-
ernment. Modi government must 
tell that the price of Rafale is not 
a secret, its specifications and 
weaponry are. The statement said 
the agreement ‘legally binds the 
two states to protect the classi-
fied information provided by the 
partner that could impact security 
and operational capabilities of the 
defence equipments of India and 
France’.”

The two leaders also referred 
to answers given by the UPA gov-
ernment between 2010 and 2013 
regarding the price of acquiring 
INS Vikramaditya, upgrade of 
Mirage aircraft, procurement of 
Sukhoi aircraft and development 
of Kaveri engine.

new Delhi, July 23 (ianS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Monday left for 
Rwanda on the first leg of his five-day, 
three-nation tour of Africa that will also 
take him to Uganda and South Africa.

“Embarking on a momentous journey 
to strengthen our historical bond with 
Africa,” External Affairs Ministry spokes-
person Raveesh Kumar tweeted.

This will be the first ever prime minis-
terial visit from India to Rwanda.

From Rwanda, Modi will reach Ugan-
da on July 24 in what will be the first 
bilateral visit by an Indian Prime Minister 
to that country in 21 years.

From Uganda, the Prime Minister will 
reach South Africa on July 25 where he 
will attend this year’s Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, South Africa (BRICS) Summit.

“India shares close, warm and friendly 
relations with Africa which are cemented 
by robust development partnership and 
a large presence of the Indian diaspora,” 
the Prime Minister’s Office said in a pre-
departure statement. 

“A number of agreements and MoUs 
in the areas of defence, trade, culture, 
agriculture and dairy cooperation are 
scheduled to be signed during the visit,” 
it stated.

The CBI opposed the 
application by saying it 
was not maintainable and 
that the Congress leader 
did not point out any evi-
dence to show his appre-
hension of arrest.

It further sought time 
to file detailed reply to the 
application after which 
the court adjourned the 
matter till August 7 with 
directions to the CBI.

The CBI is probing as 
to how Chidambaram, 
who was the Union fi-

nance minister in 2006, 
granted a Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) approval to a for-
eign firm, when only the 
Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
was empowered to do it.

The senior Congress 
leader’s role has come un-
der the scanner of investi-
gating agencies in the INR 
3,500-crore Aircel-Maxis 
deal and the INX Media 
case involving INR 305 
crore.

In its charge sheet filed 
earlier in the case against 
former telecom minis-
ter Dayanidhi Maran, his 
brother Kalanithi Maran 
and others, the agency had 
alleged that Chidambar-
am had granted an FIPB 
approval in March, 2006 
to Mauritius-based Global 
Communication Services 
Holdings Ltd, a subsidiary 
of Maxis.

The Maran broth-
ers and the other ac-
cused named in the CBI 
chargesheet were dis-
charged by the special 
court, which had said the 
agency had failed to pro-
duce any material against 
them to proceed with the 
trial.

T h e  E n f o rc e m e n t 
Directorate (ED) is also 
probing a separate mon-
ey-laundering case in the 
Aircel-Maxis matter, in 
which Chidambaram and 
Karti have been ques-
tioned by the agency.

Both Chidambaram 
and Karti have denied the 
allegations levelled against 
them by the CBI and the 
ED.

agartala, July 23 (ianS): 
The Left parties will hold 
a ‘dharna’ outside Parlia-
ment on Tuesday to pro-
test against the “murder of 
democracy in West Ben-
gal and Tripura”, a CPI-M 
leader said here on Mon-
day. Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, former 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Sarkar, senior Left 
leaders from West Bengal 
and MPs of Left parties 
among other leaders will 
participate in the demon-
stration.

Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
central committee mem-
ber Bijan Dhar said pro-
test rallies and demon-
strations will also be held 
in many states including 
West Bengal and Tripura 

on Tuesday. “Democracy 
and people’s rights have 
been totally devastated in 
West Bengal and Tripura. 
Total lawlessness prevails 
in these two states. Ruling 
party cadres and a section 
of leaders are directly in-
volved in attacks on offices 
and houses belonging to 
opposition parties.

He said: “After the 
BJP-led alliance govern-
ment came to power in 
Tripura in March, four 
CPI-M members and lead-
ers have been murdered. 
Thousands of party mem-
bers and supporters were 
attacked.”

According to Dhar, 
1,000 Left activists, includ-
ing 100 women, have suf-
fered injuries. 

“Around 750 offices of 

the CPI-M and Left parties 
have either been burnt, at-
tacked or captured. Close 
to 200 offices of the Left 
mass organisations have 
been attacked and nearly 
150 have been forcibly oc-
cupied.”

“Pradhans, chairmen 
and elected members of 
various local bodies in-
cluding the Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous Dis-
trict Council are being co-
erced either to resign or 
join the BJP,” Dhar added.

The ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) strongly 
denied the accusations 
and claimed “good gov-
ernance prevailed in 
Tripura” and that “the Left 
party has never practiced 
the democracy as they do 
not believe in it”.

new Delhi, July 23 (Pti): The govern-
ment today said in the Lok Sabha that 
it gives advertisements to newspapers 
only after verifying their claims regard-
ing their circulation.

The newspapers are being given ad-
vertisements only after their circulation 
claims are verified, he said.

Besides, Rathore said his Ministry 
h“15 per cent of the advertisements by 
us go to small (newspapers), 35 per cent 
got to medium and 50 per cent to big. 
We have also categorised them as per 
language -- 30 per cent in English and 
35 per cent each in Hindi and vernacular 
languages. We try to maintain this ratio,” 
the minister said.

Moreover, he said the Directorate of 

Advertising and Visual Publicity policy 
clearly states that the purpose of infor-
mation and broadcasting is that poli-
cies of the government and ministries 
should be properly extended, especially 
to areas where there is a sizeable target 
audience.

Replying to a query by BJP MP Roopa 
Ganguly regarding advertisements in 
Bengali newspapers in West Bengal, 
Rathore said two types of advertisements 
are issued, one from the resources of the 
I and B Ministry and the other from client 
ministries’ resources.

In 2017-18, he said, the advertise-
ments to Bengali newspapers were worth 
INR 1,790 crore from client ministries and 
INR 2,200 crore through the I&B Ministry.
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Trump warns Iran of dire ‘consequences’
Washington, Jul 23 (PTI): A furious 
President Donald Trump today 
warned his Iranian counterpart 
that Tehran risked consequences 
the likes of which few throughout 
history have suffered before if he 
threatens the US again, hours after 
Hassan Rouhani cautioned that 
America’s hostile threats may trig-
ger “the mother of all wars.” 

The tirade at the highest level 
signalled an immediate escalation 
of tensions between Washington 
and Tehran, weeks after the US 
left a landmark deal signed in 
2015 which curbed Iran’s nuclear 
activities in return for the lifting of 
international sanctions. 

Rouhani had also warned 
Trump to stop “playing with the 
lion’s tail” and threatening Iran, “or 
else you will regret it.” 

In the nearly all-caps tweet, 
Trump mentioned about the dan-
gers to Iran of making hostile 
threats after Rouhani said, “Amer-
ica must understand well that 
peace with Iran is the mother of 
all peace and war with Iran is the 
mother of all wars.” 

“To Iranian President Rou-
hani: NEVER, EVER THREATEN 
THE UNITED STATES AGAIN 
OR YOU WILL SUFFER CONSE-
QUENCES THE LIKES OF WHICH 
FEW THROUGHOUT HISTORY 
HAVE EVER SUFFERED BEFORE,” 
Trump tweeted, adding that “WE 
ARE NO LONGER A COUNTRY 
THAT WILL STAND FOR YOUR 
DEMENTED WORDS OF VIO-
LENCE & DEATH. BE CAUTIOUS!” 

Even before Trump’s angry 
tweets, his administration had 
already intensified the rhetoric 
against Iran.

In a blistering speech hours 
earlier, US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo likened the Iranian re-
gime to the mafia, accusing the 
clerics that rule the country of 

Shooting in Toronto leaves 2 dead

Sri Lanka leader vows to end 
moratorium on death penalty

Release political prisoners in 
Vietnam - Human Rights Watch

US trade threats, intimidation 
won’t ever work: China
Beijing, July 23 (IANS): China on Mon-
day rebuffed renewed threats on trade 
from Washington, after US President 
Donald Trump threatened to impose 
further tariffs on all imported Chinese 
goods.

Trump said last week that he was 
ready to slap additional tariffs on goods 
imported from China amounting to $500 
billion. “The US is invoking this trade 
war”, Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
person Geng Shuang said.

“China does not want a trade war, but 

we are not afraid”, he continued, adding 
that “threats and intimidation will never 
work”, Efe news reported.

China and the US have been involved 
in an escalating trade dispute since 
Washington imposed 25 per cent and 10 
per cent tariffs on steel and aluminium 
in March, which have been extended to 
include an array of  other Chinese goods.

China has responded in kind by tax-
ing US imports and has submitted com-
plaints to the World Trade Organization 
on two separate occasions.

Hanoi, July 23 (IANS): 
Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) on Monday called 
on the Vietnamese au-
thorities to release politi-
cal prisoners and fulfil the 
commitments the country 
made to the UN to en-
sure that civil rights are 
respected.

In a letter to the UN 
Human Rights Council, 
HRW said that Hanoi ac-
cepted 182 of  the 227 rec-
ommendations made dur-
ing the last UN Universal 
Periodic Review in 2014, 
but has “done little to 
honour its commitment” 
since, Efe news reported.

“Vietnamese authori-
ties frequently use loosely 
interpreted provisions in 

its penal code and other 
laws to imprison peaceful 
political and religious ac-
tivists,” HRW said.

This year alone, the 
government convicted 
and imprisoned at least 27 
rights bloggers and activ-
ists, according to HRW.

The non-profit said a 
legal reform was passed 
by the country’s National 
Assembly in 2017, which 
imposed more restrictions 
on rights bloggers and 
activists and those who 
assist them.

HRW also criticized 
the approval of  a cyber 
security law in June that 
“severely restricted free-
dom of  expression on the 
Internet” and said free-

dom of  expression and 
association were under 
attack in the country.

“Vietnam seems to be 
contending for the title of  
one of  Asia’s most repres-
sive governments,” said 
HRW’s deputy Asia Direc-
tor Phil Robertson.

“The Communist Par-
ty-controlled government 
systematically crushes any 
challenges to its actions 
and punishes any person 
or group it deems a threat 
to its absolute monopoly 
on power,” he added.

The letter to the UN 
Council proposed a se-
ries of  recommendations 
before Vietnam submits 
its next universal periodic 
review in January 2019.

Toronto, July 23 (IANS): One 
woman was killed and 14 people 
were injured after a lone gunman 
walked along Toronto’s busy 
Danforth Avenue, randomly 
shot at pedestrians before open-
ing fire on crowded restaurants, 
Canadian authorities said.

The shooter died in a nearby 
alley after an exchange of gunfire 
with police on Sunday night, 
though it remained unclear if  
he was shot or died by suicide. 
His identity was not released, 
the Canadian media reported on 
Monday.

Toronto Police Chief Mark 
Saunders said the man used a 
handgun, but refused to speculate 
on a motive. The mass shooting 
came just three months after a 

random van attack in the city 
killed 10 people.

Saunders said a young wom-
an died in the attack and sev-
eral more victims were gravely 
wounded. An eight or nine years 
old girl was in critical condition. 

According to the Globe and 
Mail daily, the shooting spree 
lasted just minutes but spanned 
blocks, sparking terror across 
the busy Greektown neighbour-
hood around 10 pm as diners 
and patrons ran for cover, some 
initially mistaking the gunshots 
as fire crackers.

In a video clip shared by the 
Canadian media, a white man 
wearing a dark cap and dark 
clothing and carrying a shoulder 
bag can be seen stopping on a 

pavement and pulling out a hand-
gun before firing shots.

A number of  people were 
reportedly hurt in a cafe called 
the Demetres while others were 
hit in the street.

Toronto Mayor John Tory 
condemned the “despicable” 
attack on “people innocently 
enjoying a Sunday evening”. The 
Premier of the province of On-
tario, Doug Ford, tweeted a mes-
sage of support to the victims.

Toronto is grappling with a 
sharp rise in gun violence. There 
have been 26 deaths from gun 
violence in the city so far this 
year, a 53 per cent increase from 
the same period last year, with 
the number of shootings rising 13 
per cent, according to police data.

Colombo, July 23 (AP/PTI): 
Sri Lanka’s president said the 
government will still end its 
42-year moratorium on capital 
punishment despite requests by 
the European Union and other 
diplomatic missions not to do so.

President Maithripala Sirise-
na said the decision to imple-
ment the death penalty for drug 
smugglers “will not be changed 
under any circumstance and 
despite the objections raised by 
some factions against the move,” 
according to the president’s 
website.

Rising crime in Sri Lanka, 
including gang-related killings, 
narcotics, robberies and sex 
crimes have led to a public out-
cry for executions.

Last week, Sirisena said 
convicted drug traffickers will be 

hanged as a part of a crackdown 
on narcotics. The government 
has said it will execute prison-
ers who have allegedly taken 
advantage of the moratorium to 
continue their drug trade from 
prison. 

Drug trafficking carries the 
death penalty in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka has maintained 
the moratorium since its last 
execution in 1976. No date has 
been set for the first new execu-
tion. 

More than 400 convicts now 
in prison were sentenced to 
death, although many have had 
their sentences commuted to life 
or are appealing. Of them, 18 
were sentenced for drug-related 
crimes.

Sirisena said he would sum-
mon judiciary, prisons and law 

enforcement heads this week to 
appoint a committee to decide 
who should be executed.

The government’s decision 
to end the moratorium drew 
reaction from the European 
Union delegation and embassies 
of  Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Romania, 
Canada and Norway which 
asked Sirisena to maintain the 
moratorium and to uphold Sri 
Lanka’s tradition of opposition 
to capital punishment.

The embassies stressed they 
oppose capital punishment “in 
all circumstances and in all 
cases” and that the death penalty 
is incompatible with human dig-
nity, does not have any proven 
deterrent effect, and allows ju-
dicial errors to become fatal and 
irreversible.

Minorities to boycott Pak. polls
Even as political parties in 
Pakistan busied themselves 
with the last day of  cam-
paigning on Monday, mi-
nority groups are all set to 
boycott the elections alleging 
non-inclusion in the elec-
toral process, and religious 
hardliners dominating the 
election agenda.

The much-persecuted 
Ahmadis, a Muslim sect 
founded by Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad in the 19th century, 
and the Christians earlier 
announced they would be 
boycotting the July 25 elec-
tions alleging that extremist 
groups have been fomenting 
hatred against them in Paki-
stan, Efe news reported.

In Pakistan, minority 
religions make up just four 
per cent of the 205 million 
population.

The Ahmadis have been 
protesting against being 
placed on a separate list of  
non-Muslim voters by the 
Election Commission, as 
per an amendment to the 
Constitution in 1974.

To register as a voter, 
they are also required to 
sign a declaration saying the 
sect’s founder, Ahmad, was 
not a Muslim seer but an 
imposter.

“In every democratic, 
civilised country, the right to 
vote is based on citizenship, 
not religion,” Salim Ud Din, 
spokesperson of the around 
500,000 strong Ahmadi 
community told Efe.

According to the Hu-
man Rights Commission of  
Pakistan, the Ahmadi com-
munity is the most discrimi-

nated against in the country, 
with various restrictions on 
their freedom. They are for-
bidden to call their temples 
mosques, distribute religious 
literature or use traditional 
Muslim greetings.

The Ahmadis consider 
themselves Muslims but 
their recognition of Ahmad 
as a religious guide clashes 
with the firmly-held belief  
in the Islamic country that 
Prophet Muhammad was 
the last messenger of God.

There are less than four 
million Christians in Paki-
stan and they are not much 
better placed than the Ah-
madis.

The community’s rep-
resentatives announced the 
boycott of  the elections al-
leging that Pakistan’s elec-
toral process, that restricts 
minorities and women to a 
small number of  reserved 
seats, was discriminatory.

The Christian Demo-
cratic Party (CDP) demand-
ed to be able to vote directly 
in their own electorate of  
37 seats in order to secure 
better representation in Par-
liament.

Currently, 10 of the 342 
seats in Parliament are re-
served for religious minori-
ties, which are distributed 
proportionally, depending 
on the votes secured by dif-
ferent parties after the count-
ing of votes.

“We want to vote in 
a different electorate for 
non-Muslims so we have 
a role in the legislation,” 
CDP president Ben Hur 
Gill said.

Sharif on verge of kidney failure in jail: Report

Nawaz Sharif (right), former Prime Minister and leader of Pakistan Muslim League, gestures to supporters as 
his daughter Maryam Nawaz looks on during party’s workers convention in Islamabad, Pakistan June 4, 2018.

Donald Trump threatened Iran today in a tweet.

enriching themselves and fund-
ing terrorism at the expense of 
ordinary Iranians.

“To the regime, prosperity, 
security, and freedom for the 
Iranian people are acceptable 
casualties in the march to fulfill 
the Revolution,” Pompeo said in 
remarks delivered at the Ronald 
Reagan National Library in Simi 
Valley, California.

“The level of corruption and 
wealth among regime leaders 
shows that Iran is run by some-
thing that resembles the mafia 
more than a government,” Pom-
peo said.

Among the most startling 
allegations leveled by Pompeo, 
who was CIA director before 
becoming secretary of state, was 
that Iranian Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei has a personal hedge 
fund worth USD 95 billion, CNN 
reported.

“In light of these protests 
and 40 years of regime tyranny, 
I have a message for the people 
of Iran: the United States hears 
you. The United States supports 
you. The United States is with 
you,” Pompeo said according 
to prepared remarks released in 
advance of his speech. 

He added: “While it is ulti-
mately up to the Iranian peo-
ple to determine the direction 
of their country, the United 
States, in the spirit of our own 
freedoms, will support the long-
ignored voice of the Iranian 
people.” 

In May, Trump called the 
nuclear accord - or the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), a “horrible, one-sided 
deal that should have never, 
ever been made”. The other 
signatories to the deal - China, 
France, Germany, European 

A volunteer, for recovery work, uses a pack of refrigerant to a cool down 
as she takes a break in a heat wave at a flood affected area in Kurashiki, 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan, on July 14.

Japan heat wave pushes temperature 
to record high 41.1 degrees Celsius
Tokyo, July 23 (AFP): 
Japanese officials issued 
new warnings Monday as 
a deadly heatwave blankets 
the country, producing 
record high temperatures 
in Tokyo just two years be-
fore the city hosts the 2020 
Summer Olympics.

Officials said last week 
that the heatwave had 
killed at least 15 people 
and forced the hospitalisa-
tion of  over 12,000 others 
in the first two weeks of  
July.

But the death toll may 
be more than double that, 
with Kyodo News agency 
reporting 11 people died 
on Saturday alone across 
Japan.

The heatwave has top-
pled temperature records 
across the country, with 
Kumagaya in Saitama 

S Korea MP embroiled in bribery 
scandal commits suicide

Union, Iran, Russia, United 
Kingdom - have vowed to stand 
by it.

Trump has alleged that 
the deal did not restrict Iran’s 
“destabilising activities” in the 
region enough, and could not 
detect or prevent any breaking 
of its terms.

The had agreement forced 
Iran to curtail its uranium en-
richment capacity to prevent it 
developing nuclear weapons, 
and imposed stringent verifica-
tion processes, in exchange for 
relief on crippling sanctions.

Iran insists its nuclear pro-
gramme is entirely peaceful, 
and its compliance with the deal 
has been verified by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), which has said Iran is 
honouring its commitments.

Pompeo, in his speech, also 
said he wanted to try to stop 
countries importing Iranian oil 
by November as part of stepping 
up pressure on Tehran.

In May, he had outlined 12 
conditions for any “new deal” 
between Washington and Te-
hran, including the withdrawal 
of its forces from Syria and an 
end to its support for rebels in 
Yemen.

The US Treasury has said 
there will be wind-down periods 
of 90 and 180 days before sanc-
tions are implemented.

The first deadline, on August 
6, will affect the purchase of US 
dollars, trade in gold and certain 
other metals, as well as aviation 
and the car industry.

The next, on November 4, 
will target Iran’s financial and oil 
institutions.

Iran is one of the world’s 
largest oil producers, with ex-
ports worth billions of dollars 
each year.

In a suicide note, Roh admitted he had received money from the blog-
ger, but denied he had offered any favour in return. 

Seoul, July 23 (AFP): A 
prominent South Korean 
lawmaker who was being 
probed over a bribery scandal 
has committed suicide, police 
said Monday.

Roh Hoe-chan, a three-
term lawmaker of  the left-
leaning Justice Party had 
been under investigation for 
allegedly receiving 50 mil-
lion won (US$44,300) from 
a powerful political blogger 
linked to many top politi-
cians.

The blogger, widely 
known by his online nick-
name “Druking”, is currently 
on trial for using illegal hack-
ing programmes to sway 
public opinion on Naver, the 
South’s top online portal.

“Druking” is accused 
of  artificially increasing the 
number of positive responses 
- the equivalent of Facebook’s 
“Like” function - to tens of  
thousands of  online com-
ments on Naver that attacked 
or supported politicians or 
political parties in a bid to 
win personal favours.

In a suicide note left in a 
Seoul apartment, Roh admit-
ted he had received money 
from the blogger, but denied 
he had offered any favour 
in return, the Yonhap news 
agency said.

He had been expected to 
be summoned soon by pros-
ecutors for questioning.

Police said Roh was 
found dead at the gate of  
the same apartment building 
and that it appeared he had 
jumped to his death.

Roh was a prominent la-
bour rights activist before be-
coming a lawmaker in 2004. 

The South’s presidential Blue 
House offered condolenc-
es over the “heartbreaking 
event”.

South Korea has one of  
the world’s highest suicide 
rates, and suicides of public 
figures - from politicians to 
businessmen - embroiled in 
humiliating scandals make 
frequent headlines.

Late former president 
Roh Moo-hyun, who served 
from 2003 to 2008, shocked 
the nation in 2009 when he 
jumped off a cliff while being 
investigated over a corruption 
scandal.

Islamabad, July 23 (PTI): 
Jailed former Pakistan prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif is on 
the verge of a kidney failure 
and doctors have recom-
mended to shift him to a hos-
pital immediately, according 
to a media report.

Sharif  (68) is serving a 
10-year jail term in a corrup-
tion case over his family’s 
purchase of  luxury apart-
ments in London. He has 
been lodged in the Adiala Jail 
in Rawalpindi since July 13.

A team of doctors from 
Rawalpindi Institute of Car-
diology (RIC), headed by 
its Chief  Executive Major 
General (retd) Dr. Azhar 
Mehmood Kayani, visited 
the prison and compiled a 
report after carrying out a de-
tailed medical check-up. The 
report has now been sent to 
the Punjab Health Secretary.

The findings in the re-

port suggest that Sharif  be 
shifted to a hospital imme-
diately, The Express Tribune 
reported.

Sharif  had complained 
about his health on Saturday.

Although his personal 
physician Dr. Adnan had 
seen him twice in recent days, 
the jail administration called 
doctors from RIC to be sure 
of what had happened. The 
team spent about one-and-
a-half  hour inspecting his 
condition.

According to the medi-
cal board, his body’s water 
levels are very low, which has 
made his heartbeat erratic 
now. The amount of urea in 
his blood has also become 
very high, which could even 
lead to kidney failure, the 
report said.

The board’s findings sug-
gested that Sharif be shifted 
to hospital immediately, it 

added.
The Punjab Prisons 

sources told Daily Express 
that they are waiting for the 
Punjab home department’s 
orders about shifting Sharif  
to the hospital.

Caretaker provincial 
ministers Shaukat Javed and 
Ahmed Waqas Riaz said 
the jail superintendent has 
been informed in writing 
about Sharif ’s health issues 
and the home department 
has formed a medical board 
which will perform another 
checkup today to decide on 
whether to shift him to a 
hospital, the report said.

They confirmed that 
Sharif ’s medical tests sug-
gested he had kidney issues. 
The caretaker government is 
in touch with jail authorities 
and Sharif  is getting bet-
ter medical facilities, they 
added.

outside Tokyo setting a 
new nationwide record on 
Monday with temperatures 
hitting 41.1 Celsius.

And in western Tokyo’s 
Ome, temperatures hit 40.3 

degrees Celsius, the first 
time temperatures over 
40 have been recorded in 
Tokyo’s metro area.

Records fell at 13 other 
observation stations across 

the country, with more 
than a dozen cities and 
towns seeing temperatures 
around 40, the Japan Me-
teorological Agency said.

“People in areas where 
temperatures are as high as 
35 degrees or higher should 
be extremely careful” to 
avoid heatstroke, mete-
orological agency official 
Minako Sakurai told AFP.

“And at even lower 
temperatures, the heat can 
be dangerous for small 
children and elderly peo-
ple, and depending on the 
environment and activi-
ties you are doing,” she 
warned.

“People should be all 
the more careful as many 
people must be exhausted 
after days of  cruelly hot 
weather,” she added.

Japan’s disaster man-

agement agency has urged 
people to use air condi-
tioning, drink sufficient 
water and rest often while 
at work.

The heatwave follows 
record rainfall that devas-
tated parts of  western and 
central Japan with floods 
and landslides that killed 
over 220 people.

Japan’s summers are 
notoriously hot and hu-
mid, and hundreds of  
people die each year from 
heatstroke, particularly the 
elderly in the country’s age-
ing society.

But this year’s record 
temperatures have sur-
prised residents and of-
ficials alike, and revived 
concerns about the 2020 
Summer Olympics, which 
will be held in July and 
August in Tokyo.
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Paul McCartney soaks sun on $200 mn. yacht
Singer Paul McCartney looked relaxed as he stood around in the sunshine with family and 
friends on producer David Geffen’s yacht worth $200 million in Capri. He was also accom-
panied by his wife Nancy Shevell. Shevell was spotted wearing black swimsuit with red 
flowers embroidered on it whereas McCartney kept it casual as he teamed a plain white 
T-shirt with a pair of blue cloud-print swim shorts, reports dailymail.co.uk. Earlier in their 
trip, the pair headed into port with Geffen, stopping for lunch at La Scoglio with a few 
friends after spending the day sailing around Capri and southern Italy. In addition to the 
couple, the group included supermodel Karlie Kloss, designer Misha Nonoo, billionaires 
Henry Kravis and Barry Diller, Hollywood-agent-turned-media-adviser Michael Kives and 
venture capitalist Joshua Kushner. (IANS)

A
venged Sevenfold 
have been forced to 
cancel their sum-
mer North Ameri-
can tour due to 

vocal cord problems affecting 
frontman M Shadows.

The band were due to 
head out on the road this 
week with Prophets Of Rage 
and Three Days Grace, but 
after Shadows was found to 
have a blood blister on this 
vocal cords, he’s been advised 
by doctors to rest his voice for 
three months.

Shadows says: “There is 
no good way to start out a 
note containing bad news 

but here it is. After Europe, 
I came down with a terrible 
viral infection that rendered 
me voiceless. I tried my best to 
take care of the situation with 
voice rest, medication and 
doctor visits, but my voice was 
only getting worse.

 “After a week of steroids 
the swelling went down 
enough to see the cause of 
the problem – a blood blister 
has formed on my vocal folds 
and is preventing them from 
vibrating properly. In short, I 
can’t sing anything at the mo-
ment and the more I attempt 
to the more damage is being 
done. 

 “Luckily, as of now, the 
doctors feel that three months 
of no singing and voice rest 
should get my cords back 
on track. Unfortunately, this 
means we will have to cancel 
all tour dates at the moment.”

Shadows continues: “Deci-
sions like this weigh on me 
very heavily. It’s a tour I was 
looking forward to very much. 
I want to apologise to the fans 
who have spent their time 
and money booking travel 
arrangements and accommo-
dations. 

 “I also want to apologise 
to our crew and the other 
bands who were depending 

on this tour. None of these 
things are lost on me. Just 
know that I have exhausted 
every possible solution in 
trying to get out there and 
perform for you. It just simply 
can’t happen at the moment.”

He concludes: “We have a 
few things coming down the 
pipe soon that should be fun 
so we hope you look out for 
those. Again, I am deeply sorry 
and hope to see you all soon.” 

The affected dates include 
a headline set at Heavy 
Montreal next weekend. Limp 
Bizkit have been announced 
as their replacement.

Loudersound

A 
DJ nite (friendship week 
special) will be held on Aug. 
4 at WDVCCA & WDVBA 
Conference Hall near LTC hall 
Wokha, featuring DJ Amar 

who is said to be a renowned DJ from 
Dimapur. 

The event is said to be organised 
by four likeminded individuals namely 
Chanbemo Humtsoe, Nkhao Tungoe, 
Nzanpemo Patton and Libemo Ezung 
member.

An update from the organisers 

mentioned that the main objective of 
organising the event is to give a quality 
time to the people and to express their 
feelings, love and affection to their loved 
ones on this special occasion. 

The event is said to be graced by S. 
Aben Ngullie general secretary Wokha 
district chamber of commerce and 
industry (WDCC&I). 

The organisers in the release has in-
vited all young and old people of Wokha 
to be part of the event. 

EMN

J
ennifer Lopez’s capsule collection 
cosmetic that she has made for brand 
Inglot Cosmetics is now available in 
India and the singer-actress says the 
entire range is filled with all her go-to 

products in my favorite colours.
The 70-piece collection ranges from 

powders to lipsticks, eye shadows & mas-
cara to eyelashes, nail enamels and cos-
metic palettes.

“The capsule collection we created with 
Inglot is filled with all my go-to products in 
my favorite colors. We have everything from 
mascara, lipsticks, eyelashes, blush, eye 
shadow and of course...bronzers”. 

“What I think is unique and exciting is 
our Freedom System Palette-which allows 
you to create your own personalized palette 
with the specific colors and products that 
you need. Now you no longer have to buy 
that 5-piece eyeshadow kit to get the one 
color you really want,” Lopez said in a state-
ment.

The expertly formulated products range 
in shades from nude to glow and add a 
touch of smoky glam! The products in the 
collection include eyeshadows, eyelin-
ers, eyelashes, nail enamels, highlighters, 
bronzers, blushes, powders and matte and 
gloss lipsticks.

Commenting on the association, Tushar 

Ved, President, Major Brands 
(INDIA) Pvt. Ltd. said, “Jennifer 
Lopez is an icon for women all 
over the world. With her sense 
of style and expertise on beauty, 
she remains the apt choice 
for Inglot to connect with its 
consumers. We are positive, 
our Indian customers will take 
great affinity towards the new 
collection considering her 
connect with Indian audiences 
as well.”

Roy N Subramoney, Manag-
ing Director, INGLOT Cosmet-
ics, APAC & Middle East added, 
“It is our privilege and pleasure 
to collaborate with a style icon 
like Jennifer Lopez to launch 
this special collection. With 
the perfect formulation and 
products across categories, this 
special JLO capsule collection 
offers our Indian consumers 
the opportunity to achieve Jen-
nifer’s authentic JLO glow.”

The capsule collection 
is now available across 
Inglot stores in India.

IANS

R
eality TV show judge-produc-
er Simon Cowell says his life 
became less about work since 
fainting and falling down the 
stairs last year.

“It has changed me. The crazy late 
nights working, (now) no more late nights 

– and I’m getting up earlier,” Cowell told 
express.co.uk.

“I feel a million times bet-
ter, genuinely. You reach a point 
and you go, ‘What’s all this for?’ 
You don’t want to kill yourself 
working,” added “The X Factor” 
producer.

Cowell had to miss “The X Fac-
tor” live shows after the collapse in 
October in 2017. He had said it was 
caused by low blood pressure.

He also revealed that the shock 
caused him to cut down on ciga-
rettes, head to bed earlier and spend 
time exercising with his four-year-
old son Eric.

“I want to see life through Eric’s 
eyes and I am going to live forever 
now,” added Cowell.

He claimed that the fall was a 
“wake-up” call and thanked National 

Health Service (NHS) for saving his life.
IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.20 pm, 8 pm: 
Dhadak (hindi) 

12 pm: Ant Man And The wasp (Eng 2D)

5.20 pm: Sky 
Scraper (Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Avenged Sevenfold forced to 
cancel North American tour

Friendship week special: 
DJ nite on 4 August in Wokha 

A Kohima-based artist, Jonathan Mesen, has release his second album ‘Hymns I Remember,’ on July 
21. The executive secretary of the Council of Rengma Baptist Churches, Haiwalo Apon, offered prayers 
and released the album at a brief function that was held at de Oriental Grand in Kohima. Mesen’s sec-
ond album comprises 13 tracks including two in English. 11 are in the Rengma dialect,it was informed.

Remembered Hymns

JLO’s capsule collection cosmetic 
range with Inglot now in India

Oprah Winfrey is proud to be happy

Health scare has made Simon 
Cowell fit, fun

T
alk show host-producer-
philanthropist Oprah 
Winfrey believes the secret 
to her happiness is that 
she is not envious of 

anyone.
“I don’t know anyone 

happier. I don’t know anyone 
who has a better life, or had 
a better life. I look at other 
people and I think, they look 
happy. But not as happy as 
me,” Winfrey told Vogue 
magazine. 

When she gets down 
time, Winfrey loves 
nothing more than sim-
ply doing “nothing” on 
her California estate, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

She said: “I can go weeks 
and never turn on a televi-
sion. I’ve gone a sum-
mer not having 
it on. No, my 
guilty pleas-
ure is, I do 
nothing. 

“I 
live 
in 

a 

very beautiful space that I created, 
and every time I leave home and I’m 
driving out the back with the pond 
and the ducks, and I’m looking at the 
grass and I see the house on the hill, 
I have this moment where I think 

about when Dorothy says in ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’, ‘I learnt I didn’t 
have to look further than my 
own back yard.’ Every time I 
think of that.

“Most people don’t even 
know what makes them 
happy. But I can just sit 
on my porch and I’ll start 
reading a book and then 
realise, Okay, I’m not 
reading any more. I can 
just take it all in. I can just 

be.”
IANS

“I live in a very beautiful 

space that I created....”
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Jose Mourinho

Kuldeep Yadav

Zhaleo Rio speaking during the inaugural programme of the Summer 
Challenger Football Tournament at the Medziphema local ground 
on Monday.

AP/PTI

Sri Lankan players leave the ground as they celebrate their win over South Africa on the fourth day of their second test cricket match in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka on Monday, July 23.

Sri Lanka thrash South 
Africa to sweep series 2-0

Tendulkar backs Kuldeep to shine in England testsNadal sitting pretty 
atop ATP rankings

Mourinho not concerned by 
Manchester United’s slow pre-season

FC Pune City rope in Robin 
Singh for upcoming season

Lunin says very happy to join Real Madrid

‘Be committed to excelling in any field,’ says Zhaleo

Colombo, July 23 (AFP): 
Sri Lanka on Monday com-
pleted a 2-0 Test sweep of 
South Africa to record their 
first series win over the 
Proteas since 2006 after 
Rangana Herath wreaked 
havoc with six wickets.

The visitors were all out 
for 290 in the second ses-
sion of day four in Colom-
bo, 200 runs short of the 
highly improbable winning 
target of 490 on a bone-dry 
wicket.

It was South Africa’s 
first Test whitewash since 
they went down in the is-
land nation 2-0 in a two-
match series almost 12 
years ago.

Sri Lanka had wrapped 
up the first Test in Galle 
within three days, reduc-
ing South Africa to 73 in 

the second innings -- their 
lowest Test total since the 
nation’s post-apartheid re-
admission to international 
cricket.

“Right through the se-
ries we didn’t have that 
ability to score partner-
ships. I think we only had 
three partnerships of 50 
and above the whole se-
ries,” Faf du Plessis, South 
Africa’s crestfallen skipper, 
said Monday.

“But once again you 
have to give credit to the 
opposition. They were able 
to put us under pressure for 
long periods of time and 
therefore we made a lot of 
mistakes.”

In the second Test, Sri 
Lanka scored 338 in their 
first innings and South Afri-
ca could only respond with 

124 as versatile off-spinner 
Akila Dananjaya made hay, 
taking five wickets.

The hosts then scored 
275 for five before declaring 
halfway through the after-
noon session on day three, 
setting the visitors a highly 
improbable victory target.

They were already five 
wickets down for 139 at 
stumps on Sunday, with 
Dananjaya dismissing du 
Plessis for seven and left-
arm spinner Herath getting 
Hashim Amla for six.

The South African wick-
ets fell despite a comedy 
of errors from Sri Lanka, 
who dropped two catches, 
wasted both their reviews 
-- on successive balls -- and 
could have had Dean Elgar 
out twice beforehand had 
Perera not overstepped.

Impressive de Bruyn
Theunis de Bruyn and 
Temba Bavuma kept the 
Sri Lankan spinners at bay 
for most of the first session 
on Monday, putting on a 
valiant sixth-wicket stand 
of 123.

Their partnership was 
South Africa’s best ever in 
a fourth innings in Asia, 
and was by a distance their 
biggest of the series, the 
previous best having been 
worth only 64.

De Bruyn was espe-
cially impressive, sweeping 
judiciously and defending 
doggedly on a tough sur-
face, while Bavuma was 
also adept at picking gaps 
on the leg side and rotating 
the strike.

Bavuma’s resistance 
ended just after he was 

caught behind off Herath 
for 63. The left-arm spin-
ner also had wicketkeeper-
batsman Quinton de Kock 
lbw for eight on the stroke 
of lunch.

“I don’t think we play 
spin badly, but if you com-
pare yourself to the sub-
continent batters, then 
they’re obviously a step 
above us in that regard,” du 
Plessis told reporters.

“That’s where the chal-
lenge lies for the South 
Africa’s and the England’s 
and the Australia’s of the 
world.”

After lunch, de Bruyn 
recorded his maiden cen-
tury -- South Africa’s only 
one of the series -- but was 
bowled by Herath for 101.

“Worked very hard and 
these are the results of that. 
Sri Lanka has some of the 
best spinners in the world 
and that’s why we bothered 
the South African bats-
men,” Sri Lanka’s stand-
in-captain Suranga Lakmal 
said.

Sri Lanka, meanwhile, 
will take particular joy in 
this victory, as it came in 
the absence of their regular 
captain and middle-order 
batsman Dinesh Chandi-
mal, who was suspended 
following a ball-tampering 
scandal. The home side’s 
coach Chandika Hathurus-
ingha was also not allowed 
to be in the team dressing 
room during match days 
after being sanctioned over 
the same incident.

The two teams will now 
head into the limited-overs 
series with the first of the 
five one-day internationals 
scheduled for Sunday in 
Dambulla.

Sri Lanka also await 
England for a full series in 
October-November while 
South Africa tour Australia 
for three ODIs and one 
Twenty20 in that period.

Bengaluru, July 23 (Re-
uters): Manchester United 
have not hit top gear on 
their pre-season tour of the 
United States but manager 
Jose Mourinho has said he 
is not worried as a majority 
of his first team players are 
yet to rejoin the squad fol-
lowing the World Cup.

United drew 1-1 with 
Club America before a goal-
less draw against San Jose 
Earthquakes on Sunday. 
Mourinho pointed out 
that his playing XI in both 
games did not resemble 
sides he would pick for 
Premier League matches.

“One more training ses-
sion. We’re not a team. We’re 
a group of players from dif-
ferent teams,” Mourinho 
told the club’s website here 
after the result at the Levi’s 
Stadium.

“Some are first-team, 
some under-23s, some 
coming from loans and 
going on loan, some are 
younger, under-18s. We 
don’t have a team to play 
much better than we did 
but it’s one more training 
session.”

Midfielder Nemanja 
Matic has arrived in the 
United States to join the 
squad while goalkeeper 
David De Gea and new 
signing Fred are set to link 

up with their team mates 
next week.

Striker Alexis Sanchez 
played in the game against 
San Jose after resolving a 
visa issue that delayed his 
trip. The Chile international 
is eager to hit the ground 
running after struggling to 
make an impact since his 
transfer from Arsenal in 
January.

“G ood for  Alexis,” 
Mourinho added. “The first 
time he plays after some 
individual sessions.

“He needed this and he 
made a good effort, a good 
physical effort, which is 
important for him in this 
moment.”

United play AC Milan, 
Liverpool and Real Madrid 
in the United States this 
month before travelling to 
Germany to take on Bayern 
Munich in their final pre-
season clash on Aug. 5.

Mourinho’s side host 
Leicester City in the open-
ing game of the Premier 
League season on Aug. 10.

Madrid, July 23 (IANS): Real Madrid’s 
newly-signed goalkeeper Andriy Lunin said 
on Monday that he is very excited to join the 
European Champions.

The 19-year-old Ukraine international, 
who was accompanied by his family and 
Real Madrid president Florentino Perez, 

joined the Spanish club from Zorya Lu-
hansk with a six-year contract, reports Efe.

“I’m absolutely thrilled to be able to 
share my passion for football with the best 
players, coaches and staff who will help me 
to improve as a player and as a person,” the 
keeper said, according to Real Madrid’s of-
ficial website.

He thanked everyone at the Spanish 
club, particularly Perez, for having the op-
portunity to fulfill his dream and join the 
world’s “best team”.

Perez praised the new goalkeeper, high-
lighting Lunin’s potential and asserting that 
young player would become “one of the 
future’s biggest names”.

“Thank you, Andriy, for choosing Real 
Madrid despite having many other presti-
gious choices,” Perez said. “Your arrival is 
a reflection of your ambition and hunger 
for success.”

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
The Summer Challenger 
Football Tournament or-
ganised by Catalysts for 
Change (C4C) group was 
kicked off by Zhaleo Rio, 
deputy speaker, NLA, at the 
Medziphema local ground, 
on Monday, July 23.

According to a press 
statement received here 
on Monday, the champi-
ons will be awarded with 
a cash prize of INR 50,000 
while the runners-up will 
be awarded INR 30,000. 
There will also be other 
individual prizes. 

Addressing the teams as 
well as a mammoth gather-
ing at the local ground, 
Medziphema, Zhaleo re-
flected on the past chal-
lenges of sportsmen like 
Dr. T. Ao who captained the 
Indian team at the Olym-
pics in 1948.

“Today, we have Kivi 

Zhimomi who have been 
inducted in the U-23 In-
dian team and besides 
other sportspersons who 
have made it to the top 
in their respective fields, 
it is always through com-
mitment, dedication and 
perseverance that such 
goals are achieved,” Rio 
stated while urging young 
players to be sincere and 
hardworking to overcome 
challenges.

Citing the example 
of Hema Das who made 
headlines for setting new 
a World Record in 400m 
race recently, Rio noted 
that “Das came from a very 
poor background but sheer 
determination, discipline 
and sincerity drove her to 
break all records.

In the same vein, Nagas 
must inculcate these domi-
nant qualities and be com-
mitted in order to excel in 

any field because we have 
the talent.” 

Rio, who was the chief 
patron of the ceremony, 
heartily acknowledged the 
organisers of the event 
which can perfectly create 
interest for football lov-
ers in the backdrop of the 
recently concluded World 
Cup. He remarked that the 
PDA government under 
the dynamic leadership of 
CM Neiphiu Rio, will con-
tinue to strive for develop-
ment and prosperity in all 
spheres, while exhorting 
the youths to “take advan-
tage of the government’s 
vision for the welfare and 
uplift the youths” and to 
play proactive roles to-
wards a developed, conge-
nial society.

Rio further assured to 
give his utmost support for 
future ventures which can 
ring in changes for a better 

Pune, July 23 (IANS): India striker Robin 
Singh was on Monday roped in by Indian 
Super League (ISL) club FC Pune City for 
the 2018-19 football season.

The 28-year-old forward, who played 
for ATK last season, will now don the Pune 
shirt and reunite with his former Delhi Dy-
namos teammate Marcelinho.

Speaking on the signing, FC Pune City 
CEO Gaurav Modwel said: “Robin is a prov-
en performer with a wealth of experience 
in top flight football. His dominating aerial 
prowess and robust presence upfront will 
add more power to our frontline.”

A Tata Football Academy product, Rob-
in made his senior team debut with Kolkata 
giants East Bengal in 2010.

The striker then plied his trade for clubs 
like Bengaluru FC (2013-15), Delhi Dyna-
mos (2015-16), FC Goa (2016-17) and ATK 

(2017-18).
Since making his India debut in 2012, 

Robin has made 30 appearances for the 
national team.

“The squad is very talented with a great 
balance of youth and experience with the 
whole club having a winning mentality 
wanting to achieve more everyday on and 
off the pitch,” Robin said in a statement.

Mumbai, July 23 (Re-
uters): Batting great Sa-
chin Tendulkar has backed 
Kuldeep Yadav’s inclusion 
in India’s five-test series 
against England, saying the 
tricky left-arm wristspinner 
could prove quite a handful 
against Joe Root and his 
men.

The 23-year-old spun a 
web around England’s bats-
men in the limited overs 
matches, taking nine wick-
ets in the first two one day 
internationals, including 
career-best figures of 6-25 
in the opener of the three-
match series.

He also dismantled 
England with his subtle 
changes of spin and flight 
during the recent Twenty20 
series that India won 2-1, 
earning himself a spot in 
the squad for the first three 
tests of the series.

“I have always main-
tained that he’s ready for the 
longest version of the game 
and that will be the most 
challenging one,” Tendulkar 
told Reuters in an interview. 
“I think he’s ready.”

England’s batsmen ap-
peared completely at sea 
against Kuldeep’s variation 
but they finally seemed to 
come to grips with him in 
the final ODI of the series 
which the hosts won 2-1. 
The spinner went for 0-55 
in that match.

But Tendulkar,  the 
world’s leading run-scorer 
in both tests and one-day 
internationals, believes Kul-
deep, who has played both 
his tests in the subconti-
nent, can bounce back.

 “Looking at his reper-
toire he has the capability 
to go there and compete, 
without any doubt,” Ten-
dulkar said.

The world’s top-ranked 
test side also have Ravi-
chandran Ashwin and Ra-
vindra Jadeja as their front-
line slow bowlers. Both are 
ranked in the world’s top 
five bowlers in the format.

The playing surfaces 
could determine the fate of 
the series if the pitches are 
conducive to spin, accord-
ing to Tendulkar.

“It will depend on the 

Paris, July 23 (PTI/AFP): 
Rafael Nadal remains top of 
the ATP tennis world rank-
ings with the 32-year-old 
17-time Grand Slam win-
ner enjoying a comfortable 
margin over his eternal rival 
the Swiss Roger Federer.

Serb Novak Djokovic 
is in 10th position, after 
turning round from a long 
slump as a swathe of Ameri-
can tournaments swing 
into view ahead of the US 
Open starting late August.
ATP standings at July 23: 

1. Rafael Nadal (ESP) 9,310 
pts 
2. Roger Federer (SUI) 7,080 
3. Alexander Zverev (GER) 
5,665 
4. Juan Martin Del Potro 
(ARG) 5,395 
5. Kevin Anderson (RSA) 
4,655 
6. Grigor Dimitrov (BUL) 
4,610 
7. Marin Cilic (CRO) 3,905 
8. Dominic Thiem (AUT) 
3,665 (+1) 
9. John Isner (USA) 3,490 
(-1)

kind of surfaces that we get 
to play on,” he said.

“The English summer 
is pretty warm this time. If 
there’s a bit of help for our 
spinners then I am sure we 
will be in a position in the 
series to hurt them. That 

will be a critical factor.”
Tendulkar, who has 

been conferred with In-
dia’s highest civilian award 
‘Bharat Ratna’ for his 
achievements in cricket, 
was pleased with the bal-
ance of India’s squad.

“We have bowlers who 
can bat and we have batters 
who can roll their arm over. 
The keeper’s contribution 
also becomes important in 
batting and we have that,” 
said the 45-year-old, who 
accumulated more than 
34,000 runs and 100 centu-
ries in a 24-year career that 
came to an end in 2013.

“Ashwin and Jadeja can 
also bat. We also have a 
seam-bowling all-rounder 
in Hardik Pandya who can 
bat. That was one element 
missing, though Hardik’s 
just started his career. But 
whatever I see on paper, we 
have good balance.”

India have, however, 
been pegged back before 
the series by injuries to 
some of their regular play-
ers.

While regular wicket-
keeper Wriddhiman Saha 
has failed to recover from 
injury, seamer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar aggravated a 
lower-back condition dur-
ing the third one-day inter-
national against England 
and missed out.

Kohli’s team will also 
be without Jasprit Bum-
rah for the opening test 
at Edgbaston from Aug. 1 
after the paceman injured 
his thumb in a T20 match 
against Ireland.

“One example that I was 
part of ... we had gone to 
play in Toronto against Pak-
istan and we were without 
(Javagal) Srinath, Venkatesh 
Prasad and (Anil) Kumble, 
who were our three front-
line bowlers,” Tendulkar 
said. “And we beat Pakistan 
4-1.

“If the players are not 
available, that doesn’t mean 
the series is gone from us. 
We have a very good combi-
nation. Of course, it’s always 
nice to have the full playing 
XI. It’s nice to have all play-
ers available.

“But injuries happen 
and not having the full 
squad is also part and par-
cel of any sport. It’s one of 
those challenges we have to 
face and it doesn’t mean we 
won’t be able to produce the 
results. We are in a position 
to produce the results.”

tomorrow.
25 teams from differ-

ent districts are taking part 
in the tournament. In the 

inaugural match Ngaulwa 
Youth team, Peren edged 
out Kuda ‘B’ youth, Di-
mapur 3-2.



Munich, July 23 (IANS): Miroslav 
Klose, Germany's all-time leading 
scorer at World Cups, feels French 
star Kylian Mbappe can set a new 
record for goals scored at the tour-
nament.

France forward Mbappe scored 
four times at the World Cup in Rus-
sia, including one in the final to help 
France lift the trophy for the second 
time, getting past Croatia.

"Considering Kylian's age, he 
should be able to play in four more 
World Cups. He is likely to equal or 
better my record," Klose told 'Le 
Parisien'. Klose scored 16 World Cup 
goals in total from 2002-14.

"To do this, France must remain 
competitive over that period. Right 
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Players of Vanguard FC (black) and United 16 FC in action during their league match at the Kohima local 
ground on Monday.

EM Images

From left: Imkongsunep Jamir (coach), Khriemelie Metha (head coach), Arsenba Ozukum (player), 
Mairidim Newmai (player), and Kekhrieneitso Angami (player).

Miroslav Klose and Kylian Mbappe

Ozil quits German national side citing racism over Turkish heritage

KFL: Vanguard FC and United 16 settle for a draw

Naga boys excel at mixed martial arts c'ship Fabregas wants Chelsea to embrace Sarri's new formation

Klose predicts Mbappe will beat his World Cup goals recordTokyo focuses on environment 
two years out from Olympics

German FA rejects 
Ozil's accusations of 

racism

Berlin, July 23 (Reuters): 
German soccer star Me-
sut Ozil said on Sunday he 
would no longer play for 
the national team because 
he faced “racism and disre-
spect” because of his Turk-
ish roots.

His impassioned state-
ment is one of the strongest 
issued by a player in recent 
years on the subject of rac-
ism and met with mixed 
reactions.

It comes amid a po-
litical debate in Germany 
about an influx of 1.6 mil-
lion migrants since mid-
2014 that has seen a rise of 
the far right at the expense 
of traditional parties.

Ozil,  29,  was a key 
member of Germany’s 
World Cup-winning side 
in 2014 and has been voted 
by fans as the team’s player 
of the year five times since 
2011.

But the creative mid-
fielder faced a barrage of 
criticism at home for hav-
ing his photograph taken 
with Turkish President 
Tayyip Erdogan in May.

He and Ilkay Gundo-
gan, a team mate also of 
Turkish descent who posed 
with Erdogan as well, were 
jeered by German fans in 

warm-up games before the 
World Cup in Russia.

Germany failed to qual-
ify from the group stage, 
making their earliest exit 
from the tournament in 
80 years and Ozil was one 
of the scapegoats for their 
unsuccessful title defence.

Ozil, who plays for Eng-
lish club Arsenal, said Ger-
man Football Association 
(DFB) President Reinhard 
Grindel had blamed him 
for Germany’s poor perfor-
mance.

“In the eyes of Grindel 
and his supporters I am 
German when we win, but 
I am an immigrant when 
we lose,” Ozil wrote in a 
lengthy statement in Eng-
lish posted on his Twitter 
account.

He added he did not 
feel accepted in German 
society despite paying taxes 
there, making donations to 
German schools and being 
part of the team that won 
the World Cup.

“It is with a heavy heart 
and after much consider-
ation that because of recent 
events, I will no longer be 
playing for Germany at 
international level whilst I 
have this feeling of racism 
and disrespect,” he said.

“I used to wear the Ger-
man shirt with such pride 
and excitement, but now I 
don’t,” he said. “I feel un-
wanted and think that what 
I have achieved since my 
international debut in 2009 
has been forgotten.”
Dual heritage
Many Euro-
pean foot-
b a l l e r s 
w h o 
play for 
n a t i o n a l 
teams have a heri-
tage in a different 
country but it is extreme-
ly rare for such players to 
cite racism resulting from 
those roots as a reason to 
abandon their national 
side.

There is also a debate 
about whether enough is 
done to stamp out racism 
in the sport, which many 
black players have faced 
over the decades often in 
the form of chants by op-
posing fans.

Ozil questioned wheth-
er there were criteria for 
being German that he did 
not meet and asked why 
he should be referred to as 
German-Turkish when fel-
low German soccer players 
Lukas Podolski and Miro-

slav Klose were not referred 
to as German-Polish.

“Is it be-
cause it is 
Turkey? Is it 
because I’m 
a Muslim? I 
think here 

lays an 
impor-
t a n t 
issue,” 
h e 

said.

G e r -
many’s Social 
Democrat Jus-
tice Minister 
Katarina Barley 
said on Twitter: 
“It’s alarming 
if a great Ger-
man football 
p l a y e r  l i k e 
Mesut Ozil no 
longer feels 
wanted in 

h i s c o u n t r y 
a n d d o e s n ’ t 
f e e l r e p r e -

sented by the DFB due to 
racism.”

Veteran Greens law-
maker Cem Ozdemir, who 
has Turkish roots, said 
Ozil’s photo was wrong and 
his explanation unconvinc-
ing but added: “The way 
the DFB leadership acted is 
at least as disastrous - Grin-
del is hacking our history 
of integration to pieces. Do 
they want young 
G e r m a n -
T u r k s  t o 
start playing 
for Erdogan 
s o o n ?  T h e 
DFB needs a 

fresh start.”
But others criticised 

Ozil, with Thomas Ba-
reiss, a senior mem-

ber of Chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s 
c o n s e r v a t i v e s , 
saying Ozil’s ac-

cusations of racism 
and a lack of respect were 
“out of place”.

Mass-selling newspa-
per Bild said: “Ozil is rev-
elling in the victim role 
that has nothing to do with 
reality”.

Ozil has 92 caps for Ger-
many and has scored 23 
goals.

Earlier on Sunday Ozil 

defended the photograph 
in which he was pictured 
beaming with Erdogan, 
who was campaigning for 
re-election at the time.

“For me having a pic-
ture with President Erdo-
gan wasn’t about politics or 
elections, it was about me 
respecting the highest of-
fice of my family’s country,” 
he said.
Two hearts, one German, 
one Turkish

Relat ions  between 
Germany and Turkey have 
soured amid a crackdown 
by Erdogan’s government 
on suspected supporters 
of a failed military coup 
in July, 2016. Germany is 
home to some 3 million 
people with Turkish roots.

Germany and Turkey 
are both bidding to host 
the Euro 2024 tournament 
and UEFA will hold a meet-
ing on Sept. 27 to choose 
between them.

Ozil said his mother 
had always told him to be 
respectful and remember 
his ancestry, heritage and 
family traditions, adding: 
“I have two hearts, one Ger-
man and one Turkish.”

Many fans and politi-
cians in Germany were 
angered by the photo with 

Berlin, July 23 (AFP): The 
German Football Associ-
ation (DFB) on Monday 
rejected claims of racism 
against their president Re-
inhard Grindel made by 
Mesut Ozil in his announce-
ment that he has retired 
from international football.

"We reject the notion 
that the DFB is associated 
with racism," read a state-
ment.

"The DFB stands for 
diversity, from the rep-
resentatives at the top to 
the boundless, day-to-day 
dedication of people at the 
base."

On Sunday, Ozil an-
nounced his retirement 
from international duty in 
a statement, which accused 
Grindel of racism, when he 
broke his silence over his 
controversial meeting with 
Turkish President Recep 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 23 (EMN): 
Vanguard FC came from 
behind to snatch a point 
against United 16 FC 1-1 at 
the 2nd Kohima Football 
League played here at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Monday.

The draw helps Van-
guard FC to register their 
first point in the league 
matches after playing two 
match of the tournament.  
While United 16 FC also 
registered a point after los-
ing the first match.

In the match, United 16 
FC was a better side in the 
first half and Daveikho the 
defender broke the dead-
lock in the 10th minute to 
take the lead.

United team dominated 
in the midfield area but 
struggled to connect with 
the striker to give their goal 
advantage.

Tayyip Erdogan in May.
"In the eyes of Grindel 

and his supporters, I am 
German when we win, but 
I am an immigrant when 
we lose," wrote Ozil, a 2014 
World Cup winner, who 
accused Grindel of failing 
to side with him against his 
critics.

The DFB said they re-
gretted Ozil's decision to 
quit international football, 
but firmly rejected his ac-
cusations against Grindel.

"The DFB is very grate-
ful to Mesut Ozil for his 
outstanding performance 
in the jersey of the German 
national teams," continued 
the statement.

"It is regrettable that 
Mesut Ozil felt that he had 
not been sufficiently pro-
tected as a target of racist 
slogans.

"But it was important 
that Mesut Ozil, like Ilkay 
Gundogan before him, gives 
answers to the photo (with 
Erdogan).

"In the DFB, we win and 
lose together, as a team.

"The DFB would have 
been happy if Mesut Ozil 
had wanted to remain part 
of the team on this shared 
basis. He decided other-
wise."

Erdogan and it was widely 
criticised by politicians and 
Germany’s football federa-
tion, which argued that Er-
dogan did not sufficiently 
respect German values.

Va n g u a rd  F C  b e s t 
chance came in the 8th 
minute but it was the skip-

per Yhunshalo Kemp who 
missed the opportunity 
when the opponent keeper 

P Angki Konyak managed 
to divert the ball. Nighato 
Sumi’s free kick was also 

Dimapur, July 23 (EMN): 
Arsenba Ozukum, Mairi-
din Newmai and Kekhri-
eneitso Angami training 
out of The Combat Acade-
my, Dimapur, represented 

Nagaland at the All India 
Mixed Martial Arts Fed-
eration (AIMMAF) nation-
als held in Delhi, Pragati 
Maidan, over the weekend 
according to a press note.

Arsenba Ozukum beat 
Maharashtra's representa-
tive in the semi-final by 
decision and Delhi's in the 
final by technical knock-
out to win the pinweight 

punched away by United’s 
keeper in the 30th minute.

However skipper Yhan-
shalo Kemp came to res-
cue for Vanguard FC as he 
converted a spot kick in the 
42nd minute after the ref-
eree awarded a penalty for 
a handball inside the area 
to end the first half with 1-1.

In the second half, both 
teams relied on set pieces 
but failed to score in a lack 
lustre second half. United 
16 striker Longkhoi should 
have scored when his team-
mate latches a through ball 
into his path but he shot the 
ball wide of the target in the 
54th minute

While Nyithong Magh 
of Vanguard FC wasted a 
golden opportunity as the 
keeper Konyak deflected 
the ball out of the area.

Tuesday’s match
Khriekesa FC vs New Mar-

ket FC at 2 pm

(54kgs) championship for 
the state.

M a i r i d i n  N e w m a i 
won his first round feath-
erweight (66kgs) bout 
against an opponent from 
Uttarkand by technical 
knockout but came up 
short and lost his quarter-
final fight against Uttar 
Pradesh's representative 
by decision. 

Kekhrieneitso Angami 
beat Telangana's repre-
sentative in the quarters 
by second round submis-
sion (standing guillotine), 
Delhi's in the semi-finals 
by submission (rear naked 
choke) and Maharashtra's 
representative in the finals 
by submission (rear naked 
choke) to win the light-
weight (70kgs) champion-
ship for the state.

He also won the best 
fighter award and also best 
submission of the tourna-
ment for his standing guil-
lotine in his first fight.

Bengaluru, July 23 (Re-
uters): Chelsea’s players 
must quickly adapt to new 
manager Maurizio Sarri’s 
demands as the Italian 
looks to reshape the team 
for the new Premier League 
season, midfielder Cesc 
Fabregas said.

The 59-year-old Sarri 
replaced sacked compatriot 
Antonio Conte at the helm 
this month and is known 
to favour an attacking ap-
proach as seen at his former 
club Napoli.

“He is bringing a differ-
ent style, a different forma-
tion and we just need to 
grow into it,” Fabregas told 
the club’s website.

One of  Sarri ’s  f irst 
changes has been to ditch 
Conte’s preferred system of 
three central defenders to 
deploy four at the back and 
Fabregas said the team, cur-
rently on a pre-season tour 
of Australia, were adjusting.

 “We need time to re-
adapt to a back four and 

to what the boss wants 
but I believe we’re intel-
ligent players and players 
at the top level who will try 
to adapt as soon as pos-
sible,” Fabregas said ahead 
of Monday’s clash with A-
League side Perth Glory.

“The players who are 
here, together with the 
youngsters, do a good job 
trying to get it as fast as we 
can and hopefully this is a 
good day to start seeing a 

few things from what the 
manager wants from us.”

L e f t  b a c k  M a r c o s 
Alonso looked forward to 
Sarri leaving his imprint on 
the team’s style as they look 
to improve on their fifth-
placed finish last season.

“He likes to play foot-
ball, likes to press high, 
to try to have control of 
the ball and control of the 
game,” Spaniard Alonso 
said.

“It could be more simi-
lar to the Spanish style, but 
he has Italian aspects as 
well... he likes to work with 
the defence a lot, the back-
four line, lots of positioning 
work.”

Chelsea begin their 
campaign in the Commu-
nity Shield against cham-
pions Manchester City on 
Aug. 5. They visit Hudder-
sfield Town in their league 
opener six days later.

Tokyo, July 23 (Reuters): 
With two years to go until 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, 
the Japanese capital is hop-
ing to use the Games as mo-
tivation to improve its en-
vironmental sustainability.

Tokyo Governor Yuriko 
Koike, who was previous-
ly Japan's Minister of 
the Environment, has 
made lowering emis-
sions and plastic 
litter prevention 
s o m e  o f  h e r 
main objectives 
in charge of the 
capital.

In May, Koike 
hosted the Clean 
City and Clear Sky 
conference that 
brought together city 
mayors and environ-
mental leaders to discuss 
plans on cleaning up the 
world's cities.

With Tokyo 
set to host the 
Olympics start-
ing July 24, 2020, 
Koike is hope-
ful the Games can spur a 
change and make Japan 
more sustainable.

"We aim to lever-
age the Games as an op-
portunity to showcase our 
model of a sustainable city 
to the world and our goal of 
becoming a global environ-
mental leader," Koike said 
on Monday at an event to 
mark the two-year count-
down to the Games.

"As one example, the 
Olympic village will be pow-
ered by hydrogen energy 
following the Games and 

will contribute to our goal of 
a smart energy city."

Despite Japan joining 
the United States in not 
signing the G7 Ocean Plas-
tics Charter earlier this year, 

Koike is determined that To-
kyo will play a leading role 
in the battle against plastic 
pollution.

"Tokyo also announced 
its intention to further lower 
its environmental impact 
by having zero emission 
vehicles account for 50 per-

cent of all new cars sold by 
2030," she said.

"Japan did not sign the 
ocean plastic charter but the 
capital, nevertheless, firmly 
supports this resolution and 
intends to collaborate with 
industries, NGOs and oth-

ers to reduce single-use 
plastics and prevent 

marine litter."
The Interna-

t ional  Olym-
pic Committee 

has also been 
strong in its 
desire for To-
kyo 2020 to 
be the world's 

first 'tobacco-
free' Games.

Last month, 
Tokyo passed a 
tough anti-smok-
ing law that will ef-

fectively ban smok-
ing in most of the city's bars 

and restau-
rants in the 
run-up to 
the Games.

T o k y o 
was set to be the smok-
iest Olympics in years 
if no action was taken, 
anti-smoking activists 

said.
"Last month, the To-

kyo Metropolitan Assembly 
approved a passive smoking 
prevention ordinance that 
goes one step further than 
nationwide regulations," 
Koike stressed.

"Through measures like 
this, I hope to pass on to 
future generations a society 
in which everyone can live 
comfortably."

now, that is looking very likely," he 
added. Klose also said Mbappe will 
be in contention for the next Ballon 
d'Or award but will have to vie for 
the honour with fellow country-
man Antoine Griezmann, Croatian 
Luka Modric and holder Cristiano 

Ronaldo of Portugal.
"Logically, Kylian will be one of 

the main candidates," Klose said.
"However, he will have some 

big competition from his teammate 
Griezmann, the best player of the 
World Cup Modric and Champions 

League winner Ronaldo.
"Many things can happen be-

tween now and October, though."
Klose cast doubts over Mbappe's 

future at Paris Saint Germain, also 
touting the teenaged star as one 
who is set to make it big. "It is hard 
to say, but Kylian's destiny is be-
tween his feet," Klose said.

"If he manages to keep his cur-
rent carefree attitude but is careful 
to not slack off, he will keep meet-
ing and exceeding expectations. 
It is also hard to say if he will stay 
with PSG for a long time or not. 
However, everything is in place for 
him to create a trophy haul for club 
and country that will make many 
extremely envious."

Maurizio Sarri


