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Dimapur, July 22 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
has stated there were some 
‘misinformation in the pub-
lic domain’ concerning a 
petition filed in the Election 
Commission of India ‘by 
an individual against the 
NDPP.’

The party issued a press 
release on Sunday claiming 
its ‘political adversaries’ 
have extensively used this 
petition to spread propa-
ganda and create confusion 
among the public. “This 
release is being issued to 
give the factual information 
to the citizens: 

“The petition was timed 
at a crucial period of the 
campaign to the recently 
held by-election to the Lok 
Sabha Parliamentary seat 
from Nagaland. It was used 
by our adversaries as a cam-
paign strategy to garner 
votes and create confusion 
in the minds of the public. 
Despite such propaganda 
the NDPP emerged vic-
torious with a handsome 
margin. 

“On close scrutiny of the 
petition by the party and 
senior legal luminaries, the 
petition was found to be not 
only politically motivated, 
but it has been fabricated 
with false contents, inac-
curate certificates and the 
affidavit itself was fraudu-
lent,” it read. 

According to the party, 
it has ‘appropriately replied 

to the petition, having also 
pointed out the deficien-
cies of the petition and the 
attempts to mislead the ECI 
with false information and 
certificates. Therefore we 
have asked for dismissal of 
the petition.’

The NDPP, it stated, was 
founded in the ‘most demo-
cratic manner’ on May 17, 
2017 and all due processes 
were followed ‘in letter and 
spirit’ as per the guidelines 
of the ECI for registration 
of the party. “Public notices 
in the form of newspaper 
advertisements were pub-
lished in national, local, 
Hindi and vernacular news-
papers for two subsequent 
days on 6th and 7th Sep-
tember 2017 for inviting 
objections within 30 days. 
No such claims or objec-
tions were received. After 
completion of all formali-
ties the NDPP was formally 
registered with the ECI on 
13th October, 2017. On 7th 
December, 2017 the ECI al-
lotted the common symbol 
of ‘Globe’ for the general 
elections to the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly 2018. 

“In the ensuing general 
elections the NDPP had a 
pre-poll seat sharing alli-
ance with the BJP and the 
NDPP won in 18 seats out 
of the 40 which we con-
tested by polling 25.23% 
of the vote share. On the 
basis of this electoral victory 
along with the BJP, the PDA 
Government was sworn in 

with the NPP, JD (U) and 
independent.

“The by-election to the 
Lok Sabha parliamentary 
seat vacated by Mr. Neiphiu 
Rio was held on 28thApril, 
2018 where the PDA’s con-
sensus candidate contested 
on NDPP ticket with the 
reserved symbol of the party 
and with the status of a rec-
ognised political party. The 
NDPP won the election by 
a margin of 173746 and se-
cured 58.56% of the votes,” 
the statement read. 

Today, it reminded, the 
NDPP heads the govern-
ment in Nagaland, has a 
representative in the Lok 
Sabha and is a full fledged 
member of the National 
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment in New Delhi and 
also a member of the North 
East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA). “Our presence and 
membership has continued 
to grow all over the state 
with more than 8000 pri-
mary and active members.

“The NDPP got regis-
tered with the ECI on the 
basis of following all pro-
cedures meticulously by 
following all instructions 
and directions of the com-
mission and the party has 
been accorded recognition 
by virtue of its numerical 
strength which was ob-
tained through electoral 
performances in a demo-
cratic manner. 

“Under these circum-
stances and on the basis 

of the sequence of events, 
there is no question of any 
rollback with regard to reg-
istration and recognition 
of the party. Therefore, it is 
pertinent to point out that 
despite the petition, no ad-
verse order has been passed 
by the ECI and there will be 
no change of status of the 
NDPP under any circum-
stances.”

It asserted that the party 
was a registered and recog-
nised political party with 
the ECI and it continues to 
grow ‘as a movement with 
the popular support and 
blessings of the people.’ 

“The public will recall 
that on several occasions, 
our adversaries had spoken 
out with false propaganda 
but they had to face the 
bitter truth. For example 
when the party was formed, 
they said it can never be 
registered and that we can-
not contest elections. When 
we won the elections, they 
said the NDPP can never 
be recognised. They have 
been proved wrong time 
and again with facts.

“The NDPP will not re-
sort to any such strategy as 
we are a responsible po-
litical party with mature 
leaders who have utmost 
respect for the wisdom of 
the people. The NDPP will 
continue to march forward 
under the guidance of our 
motto 'Facta no Verba' 
meaning deeds not words,” 
the party declared. 

Dimapur, July 22 (EMN): A senior 
leader in the hierarchy of the Nation-
alist Socialist Council of Nagalim (IM), 
AZ Jami, has announced retirement 
“from primary and active member-
ship of the NSCN on personal reasons 
from the date the resignation letter is 
published in the local newspapers.”

Jami issued a press statement 
containing a declaration of his res-
ignation on Sunday. It stated that he 
had submitted his resignation to the 
“authorities concerned of the NSCN in 
writings as well as verbally” some few 
years back already. 

“I am one of the very few surviv-
ing senior most Naga freedom fight-
ers. But due to old age coupled with 
old age ailments I think I should not 
be so selfish to cling to a particular 
post. I have been compelled by cir-
cumstances to resign from active na-
tional service in my 63rd year of Naga 
national service. During the entire 
length of my humble service for the 
Naga nation I worked with zeal and 
passion and sometimes I have been 
over zealous.

“As such, during my long services 
for the Naga nation I might have com-
missions and omissions and hurting 
and offending many persons by my 
words and deeds (sic). For all these I 
deeply apologise to those who have 
been hurt and offended by my words 
and deeds. I am now fully satisfied 
because whatever people may say for 
and against me I have already contrib-
uted my mite for the cause of the Naga 
nation and the Naga people. Sacrific-
ing the well-being of my parents dur-
ing my young age and pitifully sacrific-

New Delhi, July 22 (IANS): 
As the final draft of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) for Assam is set to 
be published by the July 
30 deadline, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Sunday said it was "only a 
draft" and people would be 
given "adequate opportu-
nity for objections."

The Minister said that 
the NRC is being updated in 
accordance with the Assam 
Accord signed on August 
15, 1985, and that the entire 
process is as per the direc-
tions of Supreme Court, 
which is constantly moni-
toring the process. 

The NRC is being pre-
pared to identify illegal 
migrants in Assam. The 
Supreme Court on July 2 ex-
tended its June 30 deadline 
by a month due to the flood 
situation. The government 
and the State Coordinator 
agreed to adhere to the new 
deadline by July 30 for the 

Gangtok, July 22 (IANS): 
Sikkim has many distinc-
tions that give the tiny state 
nestled in the Himalayas 
between India and China 
a larger-than-life profile. It 
is the only organic state in 
India, is litter- and defeca-
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A file picture of the cadres of the NSCN-IM performing a drill during the 71st Naga 
Independence Day celebration at their Camp Hebron on August 14, 2017. A senior leader of  
the outfit resigned on Sunday. 

tion-free, has high literacy 
and has the best working 
conditions for women. But 
the challenge of unem-
ployment it faces is huge 
which has made many em-
brace entrepreneurship to 
not just generate jobs for 
themselves but to provide 
employment to the state's 
aspirational youth.

Amid negligible pres-
ence of the private sector 
and government employ-
ment opportunities al-
ready saturated, a small but 
dedicated band of young 
entrepreneurs is meeting 
the challenge head on — 
using innovative start-ups 
to generate jobs. Home 
to nearly 610,000 people, 
Sikkim boasts of being the 
third-richest state (after 
Delhi and Chandigarh) by 
per capita income in the 
country.

In 2008, Sikkim became 
India's first open defeca-
tion-free state. Eight years 
later, it became the coun-
try's first and the only or-

ganic state. A nationwide 
survey in 2016 said the state 
had the best working condi-
tions for women in India. 
The literacy rate is seventh 
highest and its young are 
educated but, without jobs, 
drifting into drugs and de-
spair.

The state has the sec-
ond-highest unemploy-
ment rate in the country 
after Tripura, also in the 
Northeast. The unemploy-
ment rate per 1,000 people 
aged more than 15 years 
was at 136 in 2016-17 in 
the state, according to the 
Annual Employment and 
Unemployment Survey re-
port. Another singularity 
this least populated state 
in India holds is that 10 per 
cent of its population is in 
government jobs — which 
is way above the national 
average of 3.5 per cent.

That is why Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling has 
an advice for thousands 
of youth waiting for jobs 
in the state: They should 

overcome the desire to get 
government employment 
and, in fact, help the state 
to create jobs for others. 
Some of the youth have 
taken a cue from the Chief 
Minister who has been rul-
ing the state for a quarter of 
a century now.

Among them is serial 
entrepreneur Rewaj Chet-
tri, who has launched over 
30 enterprises — the most 
recent being the taxi ag-
gregator app, NE Taxi. He 
started the app with Rs 300 
that he spent on purchas-
ing a domain name www.
netaxi.in, using shared 
hosting two years ago. NE 
Taxi is a tourist cab service 
catering to travelers in the 
northeast. He now employ-
ees 26 people and has his 
"annual turnover crossing 
Rs 3 crore", making it to the 
Forbes list of Asia.

"We are a bootstrapped 
company and all the profits 
are pumped back to grow 
the business. We are set to 
expand to North India by 

the end of 2020," Chhetri 
told IANS.

"I feel that the state gov-
ernment was a platform 
provider and opportunity 
creator... We all just need to 
grab it," he said, referring to 
the government's start-up 
scheme that aims to disrupt 
mindset of the youth and 
instill entrepreneurship 
spirit among them.

Through the start-up 
scheme, the government 
provides financial assist-
ance in terms of seed cap-
ital of 25 per cent of the 
project cost — even 35 per 
cent in certain cases — en-
tailing total investment up 
to Rs 20 lakh.

The remaining portion 
of the project cost has to 
be arranged from banks by 
way of loans.

Chhetri and other bud-
ding entrepreneurs have 
started what they call a "En-
trepreneurs' Hub and Con-
sultation Centre" where 
they build sustainable ro-
bust start-up ecosystem 

in Sikkim with the govern-
ment's support.

Among some 3,000 
beneficiaries of the initia-
tive is Devika Kerongay, 
the founder of Fidgety Fin-
gers, a social enterprise 
that "empowers" women 
by teaching them craft and 
knitting, "teaching them 
how to fish rather than giv-
ing them fish to eat", Keron-
gay said, adding she needed 
no investment and took no 
finances.

"It was started to em-
power underprivileged and 
rural women financially 
and socially... and to re-
introduce and preserve the 
vanishing art form of fibre-
craft," she told IANS.

Women mainly belong-
ing to underprivileged fam-
ilies — school drop-outs, 
young mothers, urban poor 
and from rural areas — are 
trained free of cost to knit, 
crochet and craft at her en-
terprise of fibrecraft — the 
art of making useful and 
decorative objects by hand 

or by using only simple 
tools.

After training, the wom-
en either start their own 
enterprises, or work with 
Fidgety Fingers that mar-
kets their products.

"We have always re-
ceived encouragement and 
moral support from the 
government. The govern-
ment acquires our products 
for their officers as well as 
various of its official func-
tions. The support has been 
incredible."

Yougan Tamang is a re-
searcher, journalist, blogger 
and also a social entrepre-
neur. A gold medalist in 
anthropology and a Sik-
kim State Awardee 2013, 
Tamang now owns a dig-
ital media house Sikkim 
Chronicle that he co-found-
ed with his friends Nirmal 
Mangar and Kabita Sharma 
last year.

"I (always) wanted a job 
from which I would never 
retire. Entrepreneurship 
provided me one. My love 

for traveling, meeting new 
people and learning and 
sharing ideas led me to start 
Sikkim Chronicle."

It doesn't stop there. 
Tamang wants to expand 
the Chronicle into a big-
ger media house "not just 
in Sikkim but in the entire 
Northeast".

The way out of unem-
ployment through entre-
prenuership and skill devel-
opment is also helping the 
otherwise "golden state" 
with all-round develop-
ment battle depression and 
suicidal tendencies of its 
youth. Sikkim, according 
to a report, has one of the 
highest suicide rates in the 
country.

According to a 2016 
study by Indian Journal 
of Psychiatry, some 1,604 
suicide cases were record-
ed from 2006 to 2015 in 
the state that also battles 
a scourge of drug abuse. A 
majority of those who killed 
themselves were found un-
employed.

Kerala tops in governance, says report

Bengaluru, July 22 (IANS): 
Kerala stands as the best 
governed state in the coun-
try and Karnataka is in the 
fourth position, said the 
Public Affairs Index 2018 
released by the think tank 
Public Affairs Centre (PAC) 
here.

"Kerala has topped the 
Public Affairs Index (PAI) 
for 2018 as the best gov-
erned state for the third 
consecutive year since 2016 
among large states," said 
Bengaluru-based PAC at an 
event in the city on Saturday 
evening to release its third 
annual PAI.

Released annually since 
2016, the index examines 
governance performance 
in the states through a data-
based framework, ranking 
them on social and eco-
nomic development they 
are able to provide.

Founded in 1994 by re-
nowned Indian economist 
and scholar late Samuel 

Paul, the think tank works 
to mobilise a demand for 
better governance in the 
country.

Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Karnataka and Gujarat fol-
lowed Kerala among the top 
five states delivering good 
governance, according to 
the report.

M a d h y a  P r a d e s h , 
Jharkhand and Bihar ranked 
the lowest on the PAI, in-
dicating higher social and 
economic inequalities in 
the states.

Among smaller states 
(with population less than 
two crore) ,  Himachal 
Pradesh topped the list, 
followed by Goa, Mizoram, 
Sikkim and Tripura which 
figured among the top five 
states with good govern-
ance.

Nagaland, Manipur and 
Meghalaya were ranked 
at the bottom of the index 
among small states.

As a young country with 

Nagaland, Manipur and 
Meghalaya ranked at the 
bottom of the index among 
small states

growing population, India 
needs to assess and address 
its developmental challeng-
es, said the Chairman of 
PAC, K. Kasturirangan, on 
the occasion.

"The PAI 2018 is one 
example of a data-based 
framework that provides 
some basis, even if rudi-
mentary, to assess the per-
formance of states in India," 
added Kasturirangan, the 
former Chairman of Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO).

The think tank has un-
dertaken the study across 
all the Indian states con-
sidering them across 10 
themes such as essential 
infrastructure, support to 
human development, so-
cial protection, women and 
children as well as law and 
order.

"The index provides 
a multi-dimensional and 
comprehensive matrix that 
attempts to capture the 
complexities of governing 
the plural and diverse peo-
ple of this sub-continent," 
added Senior Fellow at PAC 
C.K. Mathew.

The states were divided 
into two categories — large 
and small — on the basis of 
their population. States with 

more than two crore popu-
lation were considered large.

A total of 30 focus sub-
jects and 100 indicators 
were measured to derive 
the PAI, relying solely upon 
government data.

The PAC said it was not 
keen to access private data 
sources that may be inter-
preted as "biased".

This year's PAI also in-
cluded a separate index 
on the children of India, 
giving a measure of how 
child-friendly each of the 
states are.

K e r a l a ,  H i m a c h a l 
Pradesh and Mizoram 
topped the index on being 
the states to provide bet-
ter living conditions for all 
children.

The former chairperson 
of the National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights, Shantha Sinha, who 
was present on the occa-
sion, delivered the Samuel 
Paul Memorial Lecture, 
drawing attention to chil-
dren's rights in the country.

"Children growing up in 
poverty cannot be blamed 
for their situation and it is 
the state's responsibility to 
ensure that they are pro-
vided with opportunities for 
a better living," Sinha said.

publication of the draft. 
"I will like to assure eve-

ryone that the NRC exercise 
is being carried out in a 
totally impartial, transpar-
ent and meticulous manner 
and will continue to be so. 
At every stage, adequate op-
portunity of hearing is given 
to all persons concerned. 
The entire process is being 
conducted according to law 
and due procedure is being 
followed," a Home Ministry 
statement quoting Rajnath 
Singh said.

"We will ensure that 
every individual gets justice 
and is treated humanely. All 
individuals will have suf-
ficient opportunity for all 
remedies available under 
the law." 

"After the draft's publi-
cation, adequate opportuni-
ty for claims and objections 
will be available. All claims 
and objections will be duly 
examined. Adequate oppor-
tunity of being heard will be 
given before the claims and 
objections are disposed of. 

Only thereafter will the final 
NRC be published," said the 
Minister.

The senior BJP leader 
said that the Citizenship 
Rules provide that any per-
son not satisfied with the 
outcome of claims and ob-
jections can appeal to the 
Foreigners Tribunal. "Thus, 
there is no question of any-
one being put in a detention 
centre after the publication 
of the NRC."

He said that the state 
government has been asked 
to ensure law and order and 
to allow no one to take law 
into their hands, adding that 
all possible arrangements 
will be made to ensure safe-
ty and security of all. 

Noting that there is no 
reason for panic or fear, Ra-
jnath Singh said: "No person 
will be allowed to be har-
assed. The central govern-
ment will provide all neces-
sary help to the government 
of Assam in this regard."

ing the opportunities and well-beings 
of my spouse and children during my 
manhood,” the statement read.

Health permitting, Jami declared, 

he was ready to ‘respond positively’ 
in the event of being  “called upon by 
the nation to perform any work for 
the Naga.” 

~ Arien



Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 24.4 19.6 21.6 90 NIL

ZBt 24.3 18.4 20.8 90 NIL

Mon - - - - -

tuensanG 23 19 16.8 82 2

MKG 29.1 21.4 22.1 84 19.3

PheK 28 19 20.5 91 3.2

KiPhire 25 20 21.6 88 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 27.5 20 22 88 3.2

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 28.6 19.8 23.2 79 6

JaLuKie 25 18 23.9 98 2

ManGKoLeMBa 32.8 25 25.8 92 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

The voice of consumers 
should be heard — NVCO

NCC training camp underway in Dimapur

ANCSU holds 2nd union assembly

BJP attacks Rahul Gandhi, says he is ‘non-performing’ Cong. president

Man arrested for creating fake 
FB profile of DGP, commissioner

Tening task force meets for health campaign

KPC expresses condolence 

Govt. responsible to provide basic needs to citizens
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A glimpse of the union’s session at Sakus Mission College in Dimapur.

Rahul Gandhi 

Cadets undergoing training in Dimapur pose for the lens.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, July 22 (EMN):  
The Nagaland Volunteer 
Consumers’ Organisation 
(NVCO) has once again 
spoken out for the rights 
and entitlements of the 
public. 

The NVCO in a press 
release issued to media on 
Sunday stated that every 
citizen is a consumer one 
way or the other and the 
Government as a welfare 
state is responsible to 
provide the basic needs of 
its citizens such as water 
supply, electricity services, 
good roads, essential 
as well as non-essential 
commodities at reasonable 
rates. The organisation 
said legislators / minister / 
politicians have no shares, 
to regulate and control the 
rates and charges in goods 
and services, food safety 
etc. of central schemes 
such as supply of rice 
or wheat entitled by the 
citizens under the National 
Food Security Act.

Consumers entitled to 
enjoy 24 hours of electricity 
services
On electricity problem, 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
president  reminded 
the Power department 
consumers are legally 
entitled to enjoy 24 hours 
of electricity services 
and on unavoidable 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e 
consumers are to be 
informed in advance 
through local newspapers 
or All India Radio. 

The NVCO mentioned 
that said a place like 
Dimapur, “the complaint 
is services,” stating that 
several citizens called up 
its president Kezhokhoto 
Savi, complaining against 
electricity services where 
failures is very frequent, 
terming i t  as  purely 
deficiency services under 
the Consumer Protection 
Act 1986. “They also said 
that they pay electricity 
bills and even the bills is 
quite high and they are 
entitled regular services 
they have been paying 
r e g u l a r l y  a n d  e v e n 
suggested for a protest in 
any form including PIL,” 
the press release stated. 

Excessive labours charges 
Fol lowing complain 
received from the Kohima 
citizens about the excessive 
charges of labours where 
non-local, ‘a mere labour 
who does not have any 
working experience as 
labour/ unskilled charges 
not less than INR 500 as 
daily wage and the self-
styled so called “mistery” 
claimed himself as skilled 
labour charges not less 
than INR 700 per day,’ the 
NVCO questioned as to 
why the locals tempt to 
give more money to non-
locals than the local youth. 
The organisation said that 
it is the responsibility of 
the government to fix the 
proper rate and revised as 
per the market trend. 

The NVCO request 

the office of the Labour 
commissioner and the 
Kohima Municipal Council 
to look into the complaint 
at the earliest.  Also, citing 
an example of a shop in 
Kohima for charging INR 
3 and 4 for zexox per copy 
of one side A4 size paper 
which was almost double 
of other shops, the NVCO 
said that no organisation 
is competent to fix for 
their own rates such as 
labour charges, carrying 
charges, transport charges 
including taxi fare and bus 
fare, zexox charges, service 
charges, bricks and other 
building materials, etc. 

It also pointed out the 
illegal collection of cash at 
the check-gates / highways 
which leads to price rise of 
commodities.

Concerning the food 
safety, and pointing out 
the  recent  a lar ming 
issues in the market like 
formalin fish and others, 
the organisation sought 
cooperation and support 
from the consumers to 
the State Food Safety 
Commissioner and the 
enforcement and the 
analysis wing.

Govt. top priority should be 
to provide good roads
On bad roads, the NVCO 
mentioned that citizen 
as consumer especially 
vehicle owners paid road 
tax are solely entitled for 
good and smooth roads. 

The NVCO said to 
p r ov i d e  g o o d  r o a d s 

must be the top priority 
of the government as a 
welfare state and having 
festival like road show or 
mini-hornbill should be 
secondary.  Pointing out 
the recent repaired roads 
which were washed away 
by the monsoon rain, the 
organisation questioned 
whether to blame on 
poor quality works or 
the concern minister or 
PWD department or PDA 
government.

 “We are to question 
whether there was any 
violation of NPWD or 
CPWD rules in executing 
t h e  w o r k s  w h e n  n o 
competent contractors 
were engage in a work 
amounting to huge crore 
and no tender norm was 
followed. What is this 
fund? Is it maintenance? 
The Government should 
not take its citizens for a 
ride. Several citizens called 
up the NVCO to initiate 
protest against bad roads,” 
the press release stated.

T h e  P re s i d e n t  o f 
NVCO Kezhokhoto Savi 
said that “we don’t want 
our land to be a land of 
protest and rallies but if 
circumstances compelled 
and the government don’t 
pay heed to it then the 
voice of the consumers 
are to be heard.”  Citizens 
may contact the Nagaland 
State Consumer helpline 
through its toll free no. 1800-
345-3701 for any queries 
related to consumer daily 
complaints.

Dimapur, July 22 (EMN): 
T h e  1 0 - d a y  a n n u a l 
training camp of the 24th 
Nagaland (Independent) 
Company NCC under the 
aegis of NCC group HQ, 
Kohima commenced at 
Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School 
in Dimapur on July 20 
which will go on till July 
29. 

A press release received 
on Sunday informed that a 
total of 400 NCC cadets 
from various institutes 
located in six districts of 
Nagaland are attending 
the programme. The camp 
was formally opened by 
Brig. SS Dhankhar, group 

commander NCC, Kohima 
on July 21.

 T h e  a i m  o f  t h e 
t r a i n i n g  c a m p  w a s 
to  impar t  col lect ive 
training to NCC cadets 
with special emphasis 
on the development 
of leadership qualities, 
character, comradeship, 
discipline, secular outlook, 
s p i r i t  o f  a d v e n t u re, 
sportsmanship, ideals of 
selfless service thus having 
a bearing on all-round 
development of cadet’s 
personality, the press 
release stated.

Cadets will be trained 
in weapon handling, 
drill and military subject, 

 Trainees of the integrated export development programme seen here during their visit to the 
Nagaland Bamboo Development Agency and Nagaland Bee Keeping and Honey Mission. The ten-day 
training was organized by the Horticulture department and the North East Foundation.

Trip 

NEwS IN BRIEf
Puliebadze Club to observe 46th 
foundation day
The Puliebadze Club will be observing its 46th foundation 
day on August 1 at Jotsoma village. The day will be marked 
by organising social work and plantation drive along the 
approach road of Mt. Puliebadze in the morning session 
followed by a formal session at 5 pm at the Jotsoma Village 
Council Hall. All the members are informed to participate 
positively.

St Xavier’s Church Kidima to orga-
nise sales day
St Xavier’s Catholic Church, Kidima under Kohima Dio-
cese would be organising sales day in aid of its new church 
building on Wednesday July 25 at Bamboo Building below 
Police Headquarters (PHQ) in Kohima. The organising 
committee has informed that organic products would be 
sold. 

Kohima, July 22 (EMN): The Kohima Press Club (KPC) has 
expressed sadness to learn of the demise of Bendangkokla, 
mother of fellow journalist and Dimapur Press Club 
treasurer, Asungba ‘Imrong’ Ao.

The KPC extended its heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family and offered prayers for the Almighty to 
grant them solace at this time of grief.

Dimapur, July  22 (EMN): 
The 2nd union assembly 
o f  t h e  A l l  Na g a l a n d 
College Students’ Union 
(ANCSU) was conducted 
at Sakus Mission College 
auditorium in Dimapur on 
July 20, with 30 affiliated 
units in attendance. 

According to a release 
from the union informed, 
the union deliberated 
about the Kohima Science 
College Jotsoma land 
encroachment  issue 
whereby it was decided 

by the house to wait till 
August 9 as proposed by 
the district administration 
for 40 days. 

It also informed that 
Thejasenuo Kire of St. 
Joseph’s College Jakhama 
was inducted as the women 
coordinator of ANCSU for 
the tenure 2017-19. 

T h e  M o u n t a i n 
View Christian College 
Students Council Kohima 
w a s  s u s p e n d e d  t i l l 
further notice due to the 
declaration of the college 

as non- functional, the 
union informed.

During the assembly, 
members have discussed 
and deliberated on issues 
such as Kohima Science 
College land encroachment 
i s s u e ,  u n d e r g o i n g 
MBBS/BDS and other 
professional courses, 
2017-18 scholarship, and 
immediate detachment 
of teachers attached ‘self-
styled’ as VIPs, directorate, 
DEOs, SDEOs and other 
missions. 

New Delhi, July 22 (PTI): 
The BJP today took a dig 
at the Congress, saying the 
CWC meet presided by 
Rahul Gandhi was rather 
a “Congress non-working 
committee” meeting 
headed by the party’s “non-
performing” chief.

BJP spokesperson 
Sambit Patra said that the 
CWC meeting was more 
of a “Congress darbari 
meeting” and it was aimed 
at promoting the interests 
of a single family.

“Today,  the CWC, 
rather Congress non-
working committee, met 
under non-performing 
president Rahul Gandhi. 
After  losing the no-
confidence motion badly 
on the floor of Parliament, 
this was a meeting chaired 
by Rahul Gandhi, which 
was previously being 
chaired by Sonia Gandhi 
for 20 long years,” he said.

Referring to Sonia 
G a n d h i ’s  s t a t e m e n t 
that reverse countdown 
of the Narendra Modi 
government has begun, 
Patra said those who had 
driven this country in 
reverse gear for 10 years, 
should not make such a 
comment.

“ T h e  r e v e r s e 
countdown of dynastic 
politics, appeasement 

Dimapur, July 22 (EMN):  The block task 
force meeting on Immunization-Measles-
Rubella campaign was held for Tening 
block at ADC office in Tening town on 
July 18. 

The meeting was attended by block 
administration, representative from scholl 
education, social bodies, associations, 
church leaders, GB’s. 

Attending the meeting, EAC Tening, 
Sakachingmak introduced the task force 
meeting and its role and responsibilities.

Addressing the meeting, Dr. Chamzai, 
MO Tening PHC highlighted about the 
Measles-Rubella campaign, its purpose 
and target group. 

She informed about the campaign 
duration and session sites. She also 
spoke on MR vaccine, its efficacy, adverse 
effect following immunization and its 
management.

BPM Tening Menuleho Toso, explained 
the formats to be followed during the 
campaign. 

which will also include 
training in  National 
Integration and other 
National building and 
social service activities like 
Swatch Bharat Abhiyan. 

Lt Col Vivek Shukla, 
the camp commandant 
informed that special 
efforts have been made to 
engage domain specialist 
to impart awareness to 
the cadets on disaster 

re l ief  and response, 
environment awareness, 
career in armed forces, 
health and hygiene, drug 
abuse, HIV and AIDS, and 
vector borne diseases. 
The cadets would be 
undergoing a well curate 
content of training thus 
empowering them to take 
on future challenges of life.

He also mentioned 
that  DG NDRF,  New 
Delhi has deputed 12th 
Battalion NDFR, Itanagar 
to conduct training of the 
cadets on disaster relief. 

A special training team 
has arrived in the camp 
to train the cadets from 
July 22 to 24. The updates 
stated that Nagaland State 
Aids Control Society has 
given their consent to 
train the cadets on AIDS, 
HIV and Drug Abuse 
prevention on July 28. 

The commandant 
further expressed his 
gratitude to the district 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
especially to the Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. K 
Vikato Kinimi, for giving 
his  words  to  extend 
medical cover during the 
duration of the camp. 

politics and caste politics 
has begun,” he said, adding 
that one decision taken at 
the CWC meeting was that 
“we do not want to win and 
our sole aim is to defeat 
Modi”.

Te r m i n g  i t  a s  a n 
“negative sentiment”, he 
said, “This country is an 
intelligent country which 
only gives way to positive 
politics and not negative 
politics.”.

He also attacked Sonia 
Gandhi for accusing the 
prime minister of indulging 
in rhetoric and said the 
country has witnessed the 
politics of “hug and wink” 
and the rhetoric on the 
floor of Parliament.

Patra also took on 
former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh over his 
remarks on “self praise and 

jumlas”, saying those who 
had reduced the post of the 
prime minister to a “jumla”, 
should not talk about it.

India is  marching 
ahead and the country 
has emerged as the sixth 
largest economy in the 
world and GST rates have 
also been reduced further, 
he said.

He said that senior 
C o n g r e s s  l e a d e r  P 
Chidambaram played 
an important role in the 
meeting of the CWC which 
was more of a “out on bail 
committee”.

“ M a n y  o f  t h o s e 
occupying high positions 
were either out on bail or 
almost on installments of 
protection from court,” 
he said.

He said Chidambaram, 
w h o  h a s  b e e n 

Guwahati, July 22 (PTI): 
The Guwahati  Police 
Crime Branch has arrested 
a man for allegedly opening 
17 fake Facebook accounts 
of senior police officials, 
including the DGP and the 
Commissioner.

“In a big breakthrough 
against cyber crime in the 
city, the Crime Branch 
arrested one person late last 
night from a house. He has 
admitted to have opened 
17 fake FB accounts in 
the name of senior police 
officers,” an Assam Police 
spokesperson said today.

The arrested person 
has been identified as 
Suleiman Ibrahim Ali (30), 
a resident of the Hatigaon 
area in the city.

“Police have seized 47 
mobile phones, 13 tablets, 
15 sim cards and other 
gadgets from him,” the 
official said.

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e 

s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h e 
cr imes,  the  accused 
is being interrogated 
by the Guwahati Police 
Commissioner Hiren 
Chandra Nath himself 
along with other senior 
officials.

“Efforts are on to 
unearth if any large scale 
conspiracy was behind 
the opening of so many 
fake accounts on social 
media. Moreover, recovery 
of a large number of 
mobile phones and other 
communication devices 
are a matter of serious 
concern,” a senior police 
official said.

L a s t  m o n t h ,  f a k e 
a c c o u n t s  o f  A s s a m 
Director General of Police 
Kuladhar Saikia and Nath 
were detected on social 
media platform Facebook, 
prompting police to initiate 
an investigation into the 
matter.

chargesheeted, stated 
during the CWC meeting 
that at best the Congress 
could contest 150 seats. 
If a party is looking at 
contesting only 150 seats, 
how can it dream of getting 
the prime minister’s post? 
Patra asked. He said in this 
“namdhari committee 
meeting”, the sole point of 
the Congress was that the 
party was ready to play 
second, third or even the 
fourth fiddle.

The Congress has 
“almost accepted that 
they have become a new 
regional party and have lost 
their national character”, 
the BJP spokesperson said.

He claimed that the 
Congress has made a self-
declaration that it was no 
more a national party.

A t t a c k i n g  R a h u l 
Gandhi and the Congress 
for raising doubts over 
electronic voting machines 
(EVMs), Patra said they 
also did not have faith in 
the Indian Army and had 
questioned the surgical 
strike. They also do not 
have faith in the Supreme 
Court as they had moved 
an impeachment motion 
against the chief justice 
of India, besides in the 
Reserve Bank of India 
and the World Economic 
Forum, he said.
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Pro Rural team engaged in converting waste.
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Members of Pro Rural segregating waste materials, in Dimapur. 

Garbage to gold: Youths take steps for healthy environment 
3STATE

Members of the Lanu  Zunga Cultural Club of Dimapur sing during a concert at the Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for Arts (IGNCA) in New Delhi on June 20. A press release that was received here on 
Sunday informed that the concert was organised by the IGNCA to promote folk music of different states 
of the country, as part of a programme of the ‘Sanjari - Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat Shrinkhala.’

Roots

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 22 (EMN): 
Dimapur or for say Naga-
land is turning into one 
big garbage dump and the 
problem is gigantic con-
tributed by every individual. 
When it comes to waste 
management nothing is 
right because of non-co-
operation and lack of civic 
responsibly although there 
is push from few quarters to 
make a difference.

One such group are the 
Pro Rural, a youth led or-
ganisation in Dimapur initi-
ated steps for improving the 
solid waste management 
practices in not only Di-
mapur city or Nagaland but 
in Manipur as well. 

Pro Rural is a public 
benefit organisation regis-
tered under the Societies 
Registration Act of 1860. The 
group consisting of seven 
members and voluntary 
staffs on field came into 
being following the “North 
East Youth Summit on Ecol-
ogy” in 2004 and the launch 
of the “Youth Employment 
Summit Global Campaign” 
in the same year.  

These two events in-
spired the founders of Pro 
Rural to give focus on youth 
engagement in sustainable 
livelihood, peace building, 
environmental sustainabil-
ity and climate change is-
sues, recounted Pro Rural 
community organiser, Zhe-
ni Chache and field coordi-
nator, Kiki Hama to Eastern 
Mirror. 

However, the team ad-
mitted that Pro Rural was 
not known to many even 

though they came into be-
ing in 2004 while trying to 
sustain and it was only re-
cently when they collabo-
rated with the Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) 
for their “Garbage to Gold” 
project that they came into 
the limelight. 

“The most important 
step is cooperation and a 
sense of civic responsibil-
ity amongst each and every 
citizen of the city” remarks 
the team. 

With the aim to ensure 
clean and healthy envi-
ronment for the citizens, 
the Pro Rural’s mission is 
to work for holistic devel-
opment through capacity 
building, livelihood devel-
opment, youth engagement 

and employment, peace 
building and environment 
conservation.

The pilot project of the 
team “Garbage to gold” was 
launched on Jan. 2018 with 
the objective to convert bio-
degradable household level 
waste into manure.  Since 
the launching of the project, 
11 colonies in Dimapur 
have been covered with 350 
beneficiaries. 

Turning garbage to 
gold, members of Pro Ru-
ral explained that to turn 
garbage into a ‘useful prod-
uct,’ biodegradable waste 
must have to be separated 
in a container that has been 
provided by the team, sprin-
kle a powder agent (G2G 
powder) and cover the con-

tainer with a plank of wood 
to help retain moisture and 
heat.

Every few days the bio-
degradable waste can be 
poured into a container, 
with the powder added to 
it. They may continue with 
the procedure, the team 
explained. The water that 
is accumulated from out 
of the waste in the con-
tainer can then be used to 
water plants, clean drains 
and kitchen sinks while the 
waste can be used as garden 
manure.

However, it is not an 
easy ride for Pro Rural ad-
vocating the importance 
of the project. Despite lim-
ited resources, the group 
has been reaching out to 

citizens giving free trainings 
and materials but, it has 
learnt from group’s tracking 
record, some beneficiaries 
failed to utilise it. The team 
has been organising train-
ings and providing materi-
als to citizen with financial 
assistance from the DMC 
and technical support by 
themselves.

Other than their gar-
bage to gold project and 
various other activities, the 
team with the objective to 
help the city achieve clean 
and environment friendly 
habits emphasis on waste 
segregation. 

T h e re  a re  v a r i o u s 
groups and events advo-
cating on waste manage-
ment and likewise the Pro 

Rural through their find-
ings ensures that citizens 
are well-informed on such 
environment concern and 
practice them.  

“The main benefit of 
segregation of waste is that 
up to 70% of the waste we 
throw away everyday can 
be utilised for producing 
some other useful items. 
Out of the 70% about 40% 
can be composted and cre-
ate manure or used it for 
producing energy (electric-
ity or gas). After 30% can be 
reused or recycled to make 
another useful product”.      

Careful segregation 
helps the rejects reduced to 
only 30% or less. If only 30% 
of our waste is dumped at 
the landfill site, then the 
life span of the landfill will 
increase.   

If the waste is not seg-
regated this happens-90% 
is thrown away as useless, 
10% are gathered by rag-
pickers and sold to scrap 
dealers who sell them to 
recycle plants. If the 90% 
mixed waste is dumped at 
dumping sites, and then in 
the form of rotting odour 
that lasts for long time, as 
well as it produces Carbon 
dioxide. Methane gas, ni-
trous oxide and fluorinated 
gases that is directly respon-
sible for global warming. 

Segregation means 
separate storage of waste 
depending on its nature. 
Waste can be segregated as 
biodegradable which are 
kitchen waste, vegetables, 
fruit peels, food waste, and 
garden waste. Non biode-
gradable are plastics, glass 

bottles, laminated papers, 
tin, metal and glass. Hazard-
ous wastes are thermome-
ter, bulbs, battery, electronic 
items, and old medicines, 
they edifies. 

Reducing the consump-
tion or buying less of the 
items like carrying one’s 

own shopping bag instead 
of buying or accepting poly-
thene bags is reduce and 
using an object or material 
again for other purposes is 
reuse while using waste 
as raw material to manu-
facture a new product is 
recycle. 
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Political parties in Manipur agree to 
special assembly session on Naga issue

Tourist inflow takes a toll on Meghalaya’s root bridges

Nehu to set up incubation 
centre for business start-ups

Aadhaar-based biometric 
attendance at Tripura Secretariat

Assamese film ‘Xhoixobote Dhemalite’ set for US releaseFour poachers 
arrested in Assam

NHAI suspends Raha toll gate 
for 24 hrs; to talk with KMSS

Border guards of India, 
Bangladesh discuss border crime

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 22 (EMN): All 
political parties meeting 
with Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh in the 
chair on Sunday resolved 
that a special assembly 
session be convened if 
required to discuss the 
possibilities of the ongo-
ing peace talks between 
centre and NSCN (IM).

The meeting which 
lasted for about four and 
a half hour also discussed 
and deliberated on the 
latest development of the 
Framework agreement 
which was signed on Au-
gust 3, 2015.

On Saturday,  Ma-
nipur’s civil society or-
ganisations-All Manipur 
United Club Organisation, 
United Committee Ma-
nipur (UCM) and Com-

mittee of Civil Society 
Kangleipak have strongly 
reacted to a news reports 
which indicates possible 
implementation of Article 
371 A of the constitution in 
Manipur based on a report 
of Framework agreement 
which was shared by talks 
Interlocutor RN Ravi.

T h e  t h re e  b o d i e s 
urged the ongoing Ma-
nipur assembly to discuss 
the Article 371 A and its 
impact in the ongoing 
assembly on July 23 and 
take a decision.

The day’s meeting of 
all political parties meet-
ing, was convened to 
adopt a united consensus 
strategy on various issues 
confronting into the state 
relating to Indo-Myanmar 
border (Manipur sector) 
and Manipur Univer-

sity (crisis) too as there 
is the need to take into 
account the views of po-
litical parties which are 
not represented in the 
state assembly, according 
to a press note by newly 
appointed government 
spokesperson Th Rad-
heshyam Singh.

The meeting resolved 
that “a committee of all 
political parties be con-
stituted comprising one 
representative each on 
the issue of BP No.81” and 
“the members will visit BP 
No.81 along with the cen-
tral team and other stake-
holders for verification on 
July 24-25,2018.”

Besides it  also re-
solved that “a pro-VC be 
appointed in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
Manipur University Act 

and that the fact finding 
committee be urged to 
initiate and conclude its 
proceedings within stipu-
lated time.”

Interestingly, the day’s 
all political parties meet-
ing was attended by office 
bearers of 21 regional and 
national political parties. 
The opposition congress 
did not attend the meet 
on the plea that the party 
has decided that the mat-
ter can be discussed in the 
ongoing assembly. 

Manipur people Bill 
which had been intro-
duced in the ongoing as-
sembly on Friday would 
be taken up for considera-
tion on July 23, according 
to the note of Radheshyam 
Singh who is the educa-
tion minister in the ruling 
ministry.

Rangthylliang (Meghalaya), July 22 
(PTI): Deep in the tropical forests 
of Meghalaya, an uncharted terri-
tory even two decades ago, the aerial 
root bridges that bear testimony to 
the ingenuity of Khasis are dying a 
slow death, overburdened by tour-
ist inflow. The living-root bridges, 
which surfaced in popular imagina-
tion only a few years ago, have now 
become a hotspot for tourist selfies, 
say local residents.

People come to visit the suspen-
sions bridges regularly, but not much 
is done to preserve these “botanical 
architectures”, said Morningstar 
Khongthaw, a resident of Rangthyl-
liang, who along with a group of 
local youths, has taken up the task 
of creating awareness on the issue.

The root bridges were conceived 
by the Khasis centuries ago for cross-
ing turbulent streams, especially 
during the monsoons. The locals 
trained the roots of fig trees on either 
side of the river to grow laterally, 
forming a suspension bridge over a 
period of 10 to 15 years.

Khongthaw, who established 
Living Roots Foundation here, said 

mass tourism has greatly affected 
the bridges as people come here in 
hordes.

“There are a number of living 
bridges along the southern slope 
of the state, especially in the Khasi 
Hills region, the most photographed 
among them being the double-
decked bridge at Nongriat below 
Sohra,” he said.

The activist, who dropped out 
of school a few years ago due to 
poverty, travels to nearby villages 
with his team to encourage local 
people there to build more such 
bridges, besides protecting the ex-
isting ones.

“The double-decked bridges at 
Nongriat and Nohwet villages have 
come under threat as there is no 
mechanism to control the number 
of visitors. Also, the bridges are 
badly in need of maintenance,” he 
asserted.

Last month, a drive was initiated 
on World Environment Day to build 
at least five new living bridges in the 
Khasi Hills region, Khongthaw, who 
is in this early 20s, said.

“There are about 50 root bridges 

that we have identified for preserva-
tion. We are working closely with 
the stakeholders at these villages to 
give them an idea about controlling 
crowd on the bridges. Besides, they 
would also guide the tourists about 
the place, its history and signifi-
cance,” he added.

Lauding the initiative, Tourism 
Department officer B Nongkynrih 
said the present government’s objec-
tive is to harness the untapped rural 
tourism prospects of the state.

“The Tourism Department is 
focusing on rural tourism to gener-
ate employment opportunities and 
promote sustainable livelihoods in 
villages. In such a scenario, organiza-
tions, such as Living Roots Founda-
tion, would go a long way in sustain-
ing environment,” he claimed.

Satyajit Rao, a scientist at the 
North Eastern Hill University told 
PTI that some of the bridges in these 
tropical forests of southern Megha-
laya are believed to be hundreds of 
years old.

“A proper study is yet to be con-
ducted on the bridges to determine 
their exact age,” he added.

Agartala, July 22 (PTI): 
The Tripura government 
has introduced Aadhaar-
based biometric attend-
ance system at the state 
secretariat aiming to bring 
in more discipline among 
staff and encourage mini-
mal use of paper for of-
ficial work.

Speaking to reporters 
yesterday, Chief Minis-
ter Biplab Kumar Deb 
said his government was 
working on reducing “un-
necessary workload” and 
increase efficiency and 
accountability among 
employees.

We have 996 employ-
ees working in the state 
secretariat. All of them are 
very enthusiastic about 
the new system, the chief 
minister said.

He also said the central 
government pays huge 
sums to buy paper used in 
official work. Judicious use 
of the commodity can save 
a lot of money, he said.

The biometric attend-
ance system would go a 
long way in curbing un-
necessary use of paper, 
he said.

Earlier this month, 
the BJP-IPFT (Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura) 
government imposed a 
set of restrictions on use 
of paper in government 
offices.

In an office memo-
randum issued by the De-
partment of General Ad-
ministration (Secretariat 
Administration) on July 
16, Secretary TK Chakma 
said the state government 
has adopted a decision to 
give stress on importance 
of economic use of paper 
in government offices.

Deb said attendance 
log books were things 
of the past as nobody 
needed to keep record 
of employees attending 
the office and store them 
in secure lockers, which 
makes the entire process 

lengthy.
The new system will 

be robust, self-dependent 
and easy to use. 

Depending on others 
for attendance and other 
regular chores were done 
in old days. 

Now, everyone has 
to take responsibility. 
Tripura has to be made 
a model state in the next 
three years, Deb said, reit-
erating his aim to develop 
Tripura well ahead of the 
end of his tenure as chief 
minister.

Deb became the Chief 
Minister of Tripura in 
March this year.

Deb also said digital 
attendance and other digi-
tized services would be 
good for everyone and 
would put an end to babu 
culture.

The state government 
hopes to extend digital at-
tendance services to other 
offices in a phased man-
ner.

Nagaon (Assam), July 22 (PTI): The 
Nagaon District Administration and the 
National Highway Authority of India to-
day decided to suspend the toll gate on 
NH-37 at Raha following protests by Akhil 
Gogoi-led KMSS and half a dozen other 
organistaions.

“The protesters cited a rile regarding 
setting up of a toll gate on highways and 
claimed that the Raha toll gate is illegal. 
We have requested the NHAI and protest-
ers to settle the issue through discussion,” 
Nagaon Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Lachit Das told PTI.

Accordingly, the NHAI has decided to 
suspend toll collection from the gate for 
the next 24 hours, he added.

Gogoi pointed out that all toll gates 
across the country are set up as per the 
National Highway Fee (Determination of 
Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008, which 
says a toll plaza can be established beyond 
a distance of 10 kilometres from a munici-
pal or local town area limits.

“But the Raha toll gate is located at two 
kilometres from the main town. In fact, the 
gate falls at the Ward No 7 of the Raha town 

committee. So, it is an illegal structure by 
rules of the NHAI itself,” he added.

The Raha toll gate was opened in 
2015, but could run only for three days 
as NHAI had to shut it down due to pro-
tests from Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti 
(KMSS).

It was reopened on July 12 this year, 
evoking strong protests from all quarters 
and political parties barring the ruling BJP 
and AGP.

Earlier during the day, Gogoi-led 
thousands of protesters marched toward 
the toll gate from Raha town, but were 
stopped by the district administration 
before about 100 metres of the toll plaza.

Apart from KMSS, supporters of Asom 
Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chhatra Parishad (AJY-
CP), All Tai-Ahom Students’ Union and All 
Koch-Rajbongshi Students’ Union (AKR-
SU) among others took part in the protest 
demanding closure of the toll gate.

Officials said all to and fro vehi-
cles on the NH-37 were diverted from 
Raha through the Bebejia-Barapujia-
Dharamtul road, which is in a very bad 
condition.

Shillong, July 22 (PTI): The North Eastern 
Hill University has decided to set up an 
incubation centre for business start-ups 
in the state as part of its promotional 
activities to secure a position in the Na-
tional Institutional Ranking Framework, 
an official said today. The National Insti-
tutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) is a 
methodology adopted by the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development to rank 
institutions of higher education in India.

Headed by university vice chancel-
lor SK Srivastava as its chief patron and 
faculty member S R Rao as chairman, the 
centre is looking forward to signing an 
agreement with the state government for 
the initiative through active partnership 
with the Meghalaya Institute of Entrepre-
neurship (MIE), B Mohapatra, one of its 

members, said.
The centre will offer active incubation 

support to the new ventures for a period 
of one to two years, Mohapatra said.

“It will provide technical knowhow to 
these ventures, helping them to become 
efficient, competent models eligible for 
formal funding support from donors, 
philanthropists, network partners and 
impact investors,” he explained.

The funding for the initiative will 
be sourced from the Union Ministry of 
Human Resource Development, Devel-
opment of North Eastern Region, North 
Eastern Council, University Grants Com-
mission, the state government and in-
terested donors, Mohapatra said, adding 
that aspiring entrepreneurs could send in 
their applications to the centre by July 24.

Agartala, July 22 (PTI): Reduction of border crimes 
and smuggling of drugs besides erection of border 
fencing in the unfenced areas figured prominently at 
the four-day meeting of Border Security Force (BSF) 
and Border Guards Bangladesh (BGB) that began at 
the BSF frontier here today.

“It is a routine periodic meeting and the issues 
related to border fencing, border crimes and coordi-
nation between the two border guard organisations”, 
BSF officials said.

A 14-member delegation of the BGB, led by 
Regional Commander Javed Hassan, arrived here 
through Akhaura check post today to participate in 
the meeting.

“We have come to talk about border-related issues. 
Our relation with BSF is now very cordial,” Hassan told 
reporters.

The Indian side is being led by IG Meghalaya, L 
Mohanty. Sector Commanders of BGB’s Sarail and 
Chittagong regions and IGs of BSF’s Tripura, Megha-
laya and Mizoram-Cachar frontiers’ are participating 
in the meeting.

After the first phase of the meeting, the BSF and 
BGB officials would go to Kolkata to meet Special 
Director General of the BSF (Eastern Command), 
Nasir Kamal.

Tripura, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Assam share 
1,880-km international border with Bangladesh.

New Delhi, July 22 (PTI): Assamese film 
“Xhoihobote Dhemalite”, which portrays children 
growing up in violent times and witnessing brutal-
ity around them, is set for commercial release in 
the US this Friday.

S e m i - a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n  n a t u re, 
“Xhoihobote Dhemalite” (Rainbow Fields) is 
inspired by true incidents from director Bidyut 
Kotoky’s life and features among others actors 
like Victor Banerjee, Dipannita Sharma, Nakul 
Vaid, Naved Aslam, Nipon Goswami and Niku-
moni Barua.

The film will release at Cine Grand Cinema 
Fremont (California) on July 27 and at Cine Grand 
New Jersey on August 3.

“This is perhaps for the first time that an As-
samese film is releasing commercially in US,” 
says Kotoky.

The movie has also bagged five nominations 
at the Treasure Coast International Film Festival 
(TCIFF), Florida - best film, best director and best 
screenplay, best editing (Pallavi Kotoky) and best 
cinematography (Satya Prakash Rath).

Besides, it is also nominated in the best feature 
category at Australia’s World Film Festival an event 
of independent films and in eight categories in 

the prestigious Love International Film Festival, 
the award ceremony for which is scheduled to be 
held on July 27 in Los Angeles.

According to Kotoky, though his film is based 
on the lives of children growing up in the Assam in 
the 1980s, the story can be of children in conflict 
zones from any part of the world.

“The subtle message of the futility of mind-
less violence that has crept into our mischievous 
political psyches is the understated theme of the 
film,” says Banerjee.

Last year, the film won the best foreign film 
award at the Hollywood International CineFest 
and was premiered in the Indian Panorama of 
the International Film Festival of India (IFFI), 
Goa.

The film is produced by ‘India Stories’, a Mum-
bai-based production house and co-produced 
by Kotoky’s Dhruv Creative Productions and US-
based Kurmasana Kreates.

Kotoky says while he was struggling for funds 
for the film’s completion, Dubai-based philan-
thropist Jani Viswanath came on board as an 
executive producer and also pledged her earning 
from the film back to Assam via her NGO Healing 
Lives.

Guwahati, July 22 (PTI): Police arrested 
four suspected rhino poachers, includ-
ing two from Nagaland, and recovered 
a cache of arms and ammunition from 
them in Assam’s Darrang district.

Assam Police Spokesperson today 
said police teams launched an opera-
tion last night after getting information 
of presence of poachers at Kachomari 
Sonari village in Darrang district.

Police got information of presence of 
two poachers from Nagaland and they 
were about to go for hunting rhinos at 
the Orang National Park, he said.

The suspected poachers have been 
identified as Nur Hussain alias Lengra, 
Abul Hussain, Daniel Yepthomi and 
Alobo Kipa, the official said. “Out of 
them, Daniel and Alobo are from Naga-
land. They came here to poach rhino at 
Orang,” the spokesperson said. The ac-
cused persons then led the police team 
to recovery of some arms and ammuni-
tion, which were buried in a paddy field.

  Mirro r Crossword 1886sud0ku 1726
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. A fragrant essential oil or 

perfume
 6. Russian mountain range
 10. Journey
 14. A ridge or crest
 15. Presses briefly and gently
 16. Title of nobility
 17. Female students
 18. Armed contest between 2 

people
 19. National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration
 20. Possessing a revolving 

armored gun tower
 22. Burrowing South American 

rodent
 24. Fragrance
 25. Knobbly or twisted
 26. 19th century British painter 

John Sell ______
 29. American automobile 

manufacturer Ransom Eli ____
 30. Body of tradition
 31. Not able to be traversed
 37. Compound containing the N3 

group (chemistry)
 39. Villain
 40. Christmases
 41. 1 million hertz or cycles
 44. Makes by tatting
 45. City in New Mexico
 46. Induce or stimulate
 48. Musk hog
 52. Take from the surface
 53. Confirm or support
 54. Passenger hoisting machine
 58. State of mind
 59. US writer James ____
 61. French for “Study”
 62. Unit of area
 63. Part portrayed
 64. Leg bone
 65. Storage shelter
 66. Greatest in quantity

 67. Scandanavian 
(abbrev.) 

 DOWN
 1. Account (abbrev.)
 2. You (archaic)
 3. Level or stratum
 4. Constellation “The 

Chained Maiden”
 5. A grayish-green color
 6. Snake
 7. Praise
 8. Honest ___ Lincoln
 9. Lands surrounded by 

water
 10. Singing range

 11. King of France (923-936 
AD)

 12. Angry 
 13. Checkered or tartan
 21. Singer ____ Tennille
 23. Verbose (slang)
 25. Open space in a forest
 26. Bivalve mollusk
 27. Seep
 28. Trigonometry (abbrev.)
 29. Semi-precious gems
 32. The real _____ = the 

genuine article
 33. Working by itself
 34. German for “Blue”
 35. Permits

 36. Nature of being (Latin)
 38. Base 8 number system
 42. Either end of the yard 

of a square-rigged ship
 43. Japanese rice wine
 47. Metal bolts
 48. Wild American cats
 49. Period of geologic time
 50. Task
 51. Encrypted
 52. Freezing rain
 54. Snake-like fishes
 55. Musical instrument
 56. Norse god
 57. Absorb written material
 60. Sticky substance
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Now, only 35 
goods in highest 
tax bracket of GST

Q1 earnings, F&O expiry 
to steer equity indices 
in the week ahead 

Sensex may trade at 
36,000 by Jun 2019 on poor 
poll outcome — Report

Trade war a reality, says French finance minister

Steel output rises 4.4%, 
consumption up 8.4% in Q1 in FY19

US aviation regulator finds DGCA audit ‘very satisfactory’

new Delhi, July 22 (PTi): 
The GST Council  has 
pruned the 28 per cent 
slab by cutting tax rates 
on 191 goods over the last 
one year, leaving just 35 
items, including AC, digital 
camera, video recorders, 
dishwashing machine and 
automobiles, in the highest 
tax bracket. 

There were around 226 
goods in the 28 per cent 
category when Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) was im-
plemented on July 1, 2017.

Over the last one year, 
the Council, chaired by 
Union Finance Minister 
and comprising state min-
isters, has slashed rates in 
191 items.

The 35 goods, which 
will be left in highest slab 
once the new GST rates 
are implemented from July 
27, also include cement, 
automobile parts, tyres, 
automobile equipments, 
motor vehicles. yachts, 
aircrafts, aerated drinks, 

betting and demerit items 
like tobacco, cigarette and 
pan masala.

Experts said going for-
ward as the revenues stabi-
lise, the Council may look 
at further rationalisation of 
the 28 per cent slab, to re-
strict the highest tax slab to 
super luxury and sin goods.

Deloitte India Partner 
M S Mani said it would be 
logical to expect that once 
the GST collections after 
the recent reductions sta-
bilise, the remaining items 
such as televisions of all 
sizes, dishwashers, digital 
cameras, air conditioners 
could be considered for an 
18 per cent rate.

“It would be ideal if only 
demerit goods are retained 
in the 28 per cent slab so 
that a gradual movement 
towards having fewer GST 
slabs can be initiated,” 
Mani said.

After the latest rounds 
of rate cuts by the GST 
Council on July 21, only 

35 items are left in the 28 
per cent tax slab, an official 
said.

The Council brought 
down tax rates to 18 per 
cent from 28 per cent on 15 
items, including vacuum 
cleaners, washing mach-
ing, 68 cm (27 inch) TV, 
fridge, laundry machines, 
paints and varnishes.

“The rate cuts would 
lead to a revenue loss of 
about Rs 6,000 crore,” the 
official said.

The official, however, 
said that the revenue loss 
would be only notional as 
increased consumption 
and compliance would 
lead to more revenues to 
the exchequer. 

EY Partner Abhishek 
Jain said: “The reduction of 
GST rates from 28 per cent 
to 18 per cent shows that 
directionally, the Govern-
ment seems to be clear that 
the 28 per cent rate should 
be restricted to super luxu-
ry and sin goods”.

Paris, July 22 (iAns): A 
trade war is now a reality, 
French Finance Minister 
Bruno Le Maire has warned 
as G20 ministers gather for 
a summit in Argentina.

The current US trade 
policy of imposing unilat-
eral tariffs is based on “the 
law of the jungle”, he said, 
BBC reported on Sunday.

But US Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin de-
fended the tariffs and urged 
the EU and China to open 
their markets to allow free 

competition.
Last week, US President 

Donald Trump described 
the EU as a foe on trade.

Trump later threatened 
to impose tariffs on all $500 
billion of Chinese goods 
entering the US in a grow-
ing trade row.

The US has large trade 
deficits with both the 
28-member EU and China.

The two-day talks in 
Buenos Aires bring to-
gether finance ministers 
and central bankers of the 

world’s top 20 economies.
“World trade cannot 

base itself on the law of the 
jungle and the unilateral 
increase of tariffs is the law 
of the jungle,” Le Maire 
said.

“The law of the jungle, 
the law of the fittest, this 
cannot be the future of glo-
bal trade relations.

“The law of the jungle 
will only turn out losers, it 
will weaken growth, threat-
en the most fragile coun-
tries and have disastrous 

political consequences,” Le 
Maire said.

He added that a trade 
war was now a reality, and 
that the EU could not con-
sider negotiating a free 
trade deal with the US with-
out America first withdraw-
ing its tariffs on steel and 
aluminium.

The US treasury secre-
tary backed Trump’s stance 
on trade with the EU and 
China, saying they both 
need to open their markets.

“My message is pretty 

clear, it’s the same message 
the president delivered at 
the G7 (last month in Can-
ada): if Europe believes in 
free trade, we’re ready to 
sign a free trade agreement 
with no tariffs, no non-tariff 
barriers and no subsidies. It 
has to be all three,” he said.

Tur ning to  China, 
Mnuchin warned punitive 
tariffs against Beijing were 
“a realistic possibility”.

“We’ve been very clear 
with our objectives,” he 
added.

Mumbai, July 22 (iAns): 
After largely bearish trade in 
the week-ended Friday, the 
key Indian equity indices 
would be driven by corpo-
rate earnings, futures and 
options (F&O) expiry and 
the rupee movement in the 
week ahead, analysts said.

The proceedings of the 
ongoing monsoon session 
of parliament are also likely 
to impact the market.

Further, analysts feel 
the result of Friday’s no-
confidence motion in Par-
liament, which the govern-
ment comfortably won, 
is likely to support inves-
tor sentiments in the week 
ahead.

“Earnings season will 
pick up pace in the coming 
week, where the expecta-
tions are high. Any revival 
in earnings growth will pro-
vide the scope for re-rating 
in valuation,” said Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research at 
Geojit Financial Services.

According to Delta 
Global Partners’ Principal 
Partner, Devendra Nevgi, 
the markets would look for-
ward to earnings releases, 
particularly of HDFC Bank, 
ITC, Bharti Airtel and Dr 
Reddy’s Lab.

“The outcome of the 
no-confidence motion 
against the ruling govern-
ment would bring some 
relief to the market,” Nevgi 
said.

Gaurav Jain, Director of 
Hem Securities, was of the 
opinion that developments 
in the monsoon session of 
Parliament and expiry of 
July F&O contracts, would 
dictate trend s on the bours-
es next week.

“Ahead of the F&O ex-
piry in the coming week, 
traders will square off their 
positions as this would be 
the first F&O expiry which 
will be settled in physical 
delivery for some bluechip 
stocks,” Jain added.

Further, the movement 
of the Indian rupee is criti-
cal.

On Friday, the rupee 
hit an all-time low of 69.12 

against the greenback but 
eventually recovered and 
closed at 68.85, strength-
ening by three paise from 
its previous week’s close of 
68.88 per greenback.

On Thursday, the rupee 
had also touched a fresh 
closing low of 69.05 per 
dollar.

In terms of investments, 
provisional figures from the 
stock exchanges showed 
that foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) sold scrips 
worth Rs 1,209.41 crore, 
while domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) purchased 
stocks worth Rs 1,300.06 
crore in the week gone by.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) divested Rs 888.70 
crore, or $129.80 million 
from the equities segment 
on stock exchanges during 
the week ended on July 20.

In the week ended Fri-
day, the key indices de-
clined marginally due to 
rise in inflation rate, weak-
ening rupee and the no-
confidence motion in Par-
liament.

Index-wise, on a weekly 
basis the benchmark Bom-
bay Stock Exchange’s (BSE) 
Sensex closed at 36,496.37 
points -- down 45.26 points 
or 0.12 per cent from the 
previous close. Signifi-
cantly, on Wednesday, the 
Sensex hit a fresh record 
high of 36,747.87 points, 
but could not hold on to 
the gains.

The wider Nifty50 on 
the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) settled at 
11,010.20 points, down just 
8.7 points or 0.08 per cent 
-- from its previous week’s 
close. 

In the week ahead, the 
Nifty50 is likely to witness 
further upsides once the 
immediate resistance of 
11,078 points is taken out, 
said Deepak Jasani, Head 
of Retail Research at HDFC 
Securities, adding that 
the crucial support levels 
would be at 10,925 points.

Mumbai, July 22 (PTi): Global invest-
ment bank Morgan Stanley sees the 
Sensex trading flat at around 36,000 by 
June 2019 if the general elections throw 
up a weak outcome, but cruising to 
44,000 if the poll result is strong.

Last week, the Sensex had hit an all-
time high of 36,548.41, while the broader 
Nifty also reclaimed the 11,000-mark, 
touching a high of 11,078.30. This was 
the highest closing since January 31, 
when it had ended at 11,027.70.

“The domestic stocks are jostling 
weak emerging markets, rising rates, 
higher oil prices, an election year and 
relatively rich mid-cap valuations. The 
large-cap index has support from an 
improving growth cycle, strong macro 
stability and local appetite for equities,” 
Morgan Stanley said in a weekend note.

In a bear case scenario, which has a 
50 per cent probability, the Sensex may 
trade at 36,000 by June 2019, which is un-
der-16 times the one-year forward P/E, 
and below historical averages, the report 
warned and said in this scenario, earn-
ings growth will be 5 per cent in FY18, 23 
per cent in FY19 and 24 per cent in FY20.

But in a bull case scenario, which has 
a probability of 30 per cent, the report 
sees the Sensex hitting the 44,000-level 
by June 2019, largely led by better-than-
expected poll outcomes, most notably 
on policy and global factors.

The nation would have a new Parlia-
ment by mid-May next year if the polls 
are held on time. Even though there are 
talks that the government may advance 
the polls to December-January.

The report titled ‘India Equity Strat-
egy’ highlighted six factors that are 
favouring the domestic markets and six 
which are against.

Listing out the factors that are fa-
vouring Dalal Street, the brokerage said 
strong macro stability backed by a cen-
tral bank that is committed to keeping 
real rates positive, a steepening of the 
yield curve that is at post-2010 highs 
now, GDP accelerating relative to other 
emerging markets and strong domestic 
flows, currently averaging around USD 
2-2.5 billion a month are in a structural 
uptrend now.

The factors working against the mar-
kets are rising crude prices, upward pres-
sure on inflation from MSP hikes making 
sure that more rate hikes are coming, the 
election cycle, which brings its own set of 
uncertainties and relatively rich mid-cap 
valuations.

The global investment bank prefers 
large caps over midcaps. On the sectoral 
front, it votes for private sector banks, 
rising discretionary spends, industrials 
and domestic materials, and keeps out 
healthcare, staples, utilities, global ma-
terials and energy.

Kolkata, July 22 (iAns): India’s 
finished steel production dur-
ing the first quarter of the cur-
rent financial year (FY 19) rose 
by 4.4 per cent to 26.72 million 
tonnes (mt) while the country’s 
consumption grew by 8.4 per 
cent to 23.422 mt in the same 
period, a steel ministry report 
said.

During the first three 
months of 2018-19, India’s fin-
ished steel exports were down 
by 33.7 per cent to 1.351 mt 
over same period of 2017-18 
and imports during the same 
period stood at 1.893 mt, up 
by 10.9 per cent over the cor-
responding months of previ-
ous fiscal.

“Production for sale of to-
tal finished steel at 26.72 mt, 
registered a growth of 4.4 per 
cent during April-June 2018 
over the same period of last 
year,” the Ministry’s Joint Plant 
Committee’s (JPC) report said.

“India’s consumption of to-
tal finished steel saw a growth 
of 8.4 per cent in April-June 
2018 (to 23.422 mt) over the 
same period of last year, under 
the influence of rising supply 
side as both production for 
sale and imports increased in 
April-June 2018 over the same 
period last year,” it added. 

Steel Authority of India 
(SAIL), Rashtriya Ispat Ni-
gam Ltd (RINL), Tata Steel Ltd 
(TSL), Essar, JSW Ltd and Jin-
dal Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL) 
together produced 15.669 mt 
of steel for sale during the first 
quarter of the current fiscal, 
which was a growth of 4.2 per 
cent over the same period of 
last year.

The report also said that 
the production for sale of total 
finished steel was at 8.87 mt in 
June 2018, up by 4.4 per cent 
over corresponding month last 
year, but it was down by 2.5 per 
cent over May 2018.

“During April-June 2018, 
crude steel production was 
26.086 mt, a growth of 6.2 per 
cent over same period of last 
year,” the report said.

According to it, the con-
sumption stood at 8.097 mt in 
the last month (June 2018), up 
by 8.3 per cent over the same 
month of the previous finan-
cial year.

Imports, in June only, were 
at 0.676 mt, up by 4.8 per cent 
over year-ago month. 

“Exports stood at 0.364 mt 
in June 2018, down by 43.9 per 
cent over June 2017 and was 
down by 15.2 per cent over 
May 2018,” the report said.

new Delhi, July 22 (iAns): Indian civil avia-
tion regulator, the DGCA said on Sunday 
that the US’ Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) has conducted its audit in the areas 
covering aircraft operations, airworthiness 
and personnel licensing and termed it “very 
satisfactory’.

A Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) statement here said that the FAA 
had carried out its audit between July 16-20 
under its International Aviation Safety As-
sessment programme. 

“At the end of the five-day audit, the 
FAA team gave a verbal out-brief listing the 
observations which relate to regulatory and 

guidance material issues within DGCA. 
Overall the audit has been very satisfactory,” 
it said. 

The American aviation regulator’s team 
was shown regulations, including extensive 
technical guidance, in the areas of op-
erations, airworthiness, surveillance and 
enforcement for the use of DGCA’s safety 
inspectors for carrying out licensing, certifi-
cation, and approval obligations along with 
certification records, the statement said. 

“The training programme provided to 
the technical officers and inspectors and 
records therein was also shown to the FAA 
audit team,” it said. 
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Big Issue of Centre-State 
Relations Still Unaddressed

D
egradation of Indian political discourse was ev-
ident during the No Confidence debate in the 
Lok Sabha on Friday last. The 12-long-hour de-
bate discussed everything under the sun apart 

from the issue which provoked Telegu Desam Party (TDP) 
to bring the No Confidence motion after being a partner 
for nearly four years of the ruling National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA).

From the motion moved by TDP, it was expected that 
there would be a threadbare discussion on Centre-State 
relations in the country; perhaps light should be thrown 
on how to make India a true federal country. But all par-
ties having representation in the Parliament did not dwell 
on that issue. Rather, they were more interested in playing 
to the gallery by offering lip-service to Dalits, farmers, mi-
norities, etc. The moot question on why a State will have 
to be always dependent on the Centre to keep it function-
ing remained unanswered.

What prevented our lawmakers from finding an an-
swer to this question is not difficult to understand. All the 
political parties are now eyeing the general elections next 
year and thus are more interested in making a political 
statement than in building a strong Centre-State relation-
ship to take the country ahead. But time has now come 
for the political parties regardless of what promises they 
make to the electorate to garner their support, India will 
never achieve its goals until such issues like the Centre-
State relationships are properly addressed.

But it was a perfect opportunity for the parties to 
discuss the issue which has proved as a major hurdle 
for the growth of India. For India to be a formidable na-
tion; graduating from a developing nation to a developed 
country, states should be strengthened. Only strong states 
can help India to achieve this dream. But for years, India 
instead of adopting a more federal approach has chosen a 
centralised approach. ‘Power to grass root level’ remained 
a mere slogan. Power is being concentrated at one point 
rather than being distributed at all levels.

Strangely, during the course of the No Confidence 
motion, not a single speaker touched this issue. All of 
them seemed to be more focused on issues relating to 
their constituencies. Congress president Rahul Gandhi 
indulged in dramatics with an eye to rebuild his party’s 
support base, the mover of the No Confidence motion 
TDP also confined to issues relating to the State of Andhra 
Pradesh rather than talking about the big picture. Other 
leaders who participated in the debate also remained 
mum. So much was the reluctance that a veteran leader 
like former chief minister of Jammu & Kashmir Farooq 
Abdullah clearly said that he was not interested in talking 
about other issues except Kashmir.

The situation could be saved by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. But he too decided not to talk about the issue. 
Though he has assured the people of Andhra Pradesh that 
the Centre will extend all necessary help to the State to 
reorganise itself after bifurcation, the Prime Minister did 
not speak a word about relooking the Centre-State rela-
tions, notwithstanding the fact that the entire nation was 
eagerly waiting for Narendra Modi to throw some light on 
this issue. But that wish remained unfulfilled. Clearly, the 
debate on No Confidence was a waste of time.

Longrangty Longchar 

Nishant Arora | IANS

The Pain and Agony of the Displaced
Mohammed Shafeeq | IANS

Title: Humans on the Run; 
Author: Kumar M. Tiku; 

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 
Pages: 280; Price: Rs 650

F
or millions of people displaced 
around the world, “Home is 
where the heart is”. Each one 
of them has a story to tell. The 

stories of injustice, persecution, war 
and killings in their homelands, to sto-
ries of determination, resilience, hope 
and survival during migration -- and 
then the stories of the daily struggle in 
alien lands, human misery, helpless-
ness and the longing to return to their 
home.

With the problem of displacement 
reaching unprecedented proportions 
across the world, these stories often 
get buried in the debate over the cause 
of conflicts, the resulting large-scale 
migration and the response or lack of 
it by different countries to the problem 
of refugees.

Collecting stories from victims 
of displacement in different conflict 
hotspots and compiling them in a 
book is a challenge, for every story de-

mands a different treatment and it has 
to be told in the larger context of the 
politico-religious conflicts.

This book is a compendium of sto-
ries of human displacement caused by 
conflicts both within and outside their 
countries

From India to Afghanistan, from 
Myanmar to Sri Lanka and from Tibet 
to Syria, the stories are so different. 
They also vary from person to person. 
Yet, all are bound by a common ele-
ment — human misery.

As someone who served the United 
Nations in conflict-ridden countries 
for over 15 years, Kumar M. Tiku has 
seen from close quarters the sufferings 
of the displaced.

The book has stories by 25 exiles, 
refugees and asylum seekers across 
more than 10 countries who spoke to 
the author and his fellow contributors.

As the author says, the stories, 
mostly first-person accounts, highlight 
how their once calm and orderly lives 
changed and the hard choices they 
faced when they decided in favour of 
survival and self-preservation over 
threats to their lives, honour and the 
most primeval of all human needs — 
freedom. The migrants narrate their 

hardships after they were uprooted 
from the ecosystem called home.

Kumar also served the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (Unicef) in Syria, 
where more than a third and close to 
half of the population is without a 
home. “The sheer scale of human trag-
edy that has visited this once beautiful 
and historically rich land is beyond all 
human imagination,” he writes.

“Life as a refugee is dehumanis-
ing. I cannot take the daily slurs,” the 
author quotes Odai, a Syrian refugee 
whom he met in Turkey, as saying. “I 
want to go back and die in my home-
land. But I know my children will never 
let me take them back. It’s been a year 
since we left and they still get night-
mares thinking of the bombs that 
rained in our neighbourhoods,” says 
the refugee.

The author quotes a United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) report of 2016 that said an 
unprecedented 65 million people were 
displaced around the world due to war 
and persecution. Syria, Yemen and 
Iraq account for over half of the total 
conflict-induced displacements.

What makes this book special is the 
author himself is a displaced person in 

India. “This book of stories stems from 
my own tattered identity as a Kash-
miri,” writes Kumar, who belongs to 
Kashmiri Pandit community.

“The loss of the land into which 
my forebears and I were born is a stab 
whose pain refuses to be dulled even 
after a full quarter century in displace-
ment,” he writes.

“Millions of forced migrants around 
the globe nurture the same dream that 
I dream — of returning to their home 
one day, when injustice, violence and 
terror will give way to reason, sobriety 
and fair play,” he adds.

The Internal Displacement Moni-
toring Centre (IDMC) estimates that 
there are at least 796,000 people inter-
nally displaced as a result of conflict 
and violence in India, as of 2016.

The stories in the book include 
two from 1990 migration of Kashmiri 
Hindus. One of the stories is by au-
thor’s wife Sudha, who recounts how 
love and inter-communal bonhomie 
in Kashmir of her birth and the exem-
plary peaceful land of her forefathers 
was overtaken by a vicious cycle of dis-
tance, distrust and destruction.

(Mohammed Shafeeq can be 
contacted at m.shafeeq@ians.in)

We are never outside the watchful care of 
our heavenly Father.

Before he raced out the door to school, I asked my 
son if he had brushed his teeth. Asking again, I re-
minded him of the importance of telling the truth. 
Unmoved by my gentle admonishment, he half-jok-

ingly informed me that what I really needed was a security 
camera in the bathroom. Then I could check for myself if 
he had brushed his teeth and he wouldn’t be tempted to lie.

While the presence of a security camera may help re-
mind us to follow the rules, there are still places we can go 
unnoticed or ways we can avoid being seen. Although we 
may evade or trick a security camera, we fool ourselves if 
we think we are ever outside the gaze of God.

God asks, “Who can hide in secret places so that I can-
not see them?” (Jeremiah 23:24). There is both an encour-
agement and a warning in His question.

The warning is that we cannot hide from God. We can’t 
outrun or fool Him. Everything we do is visible to Him.

The encouragement is that there is no place on earth or 
in the heavens where we are outside the watchful care of our 
heavenly Father. Even when we feel alone, God is with us. 
No matter where we go today, may the awareness of that 
truth encourage us to choose obedience to His Word and 
receive comfort—He watches over us. 

Lord Jesus, thank You that there is nowhere I can go that 
is outside of Your loving gaze. Knowing You see me, 

help me to honor You with my words and actions.

And everything ends with God 
Life As It Is…How Google Glass-Based Solutions 

Can Empower Autistic People in India

I 
admit with a little sense of regret 
that I haven’t been to a church 
service in many years; my daily 
devotion was about a prayer dur-

ing bedtime when I am not too tired 
and a short grace during every meal. 
Of course, I did attend some special 
church services, but it was more of a 
reporting job to write for the paper and 
not essentially for worship. 

So, before I came to Dimapur, I did 
promise some special that I would at-
tend church every Sunday to worship 
God and also as a means to socialize 
with the decent Christian folks of the 
community. Today, July 22 2018 was 
the third Sunday, and it really felt good 
to sit inside the church, to feel the se-
renity, the reassurance that a higher 
being looks after us, and the gratitude 
in our heart to have the time to thank 
God for His blessings. 

Incidentally, this Sunday’s sermon 
was about ‘the faithfulness of God’, the 
pastor did pronounce it out loud and 
clear in English, and the moment he 
said it, I was lost in my own thoughts 
instantly. 

As the pastor blabbered on, I was 
there sitting in the last bench near the 
window – I like sitting there because of 
the cool air that breezes in through the 
curtains on repeated intervals – and 
thinking about the faithfulness of God 
in my own context. It was a nice forty-
five minutes of uninterrupted thought 
and the restless brats that sat next to 
me and their distraught mother could 
not disrupt my thoughts. 

I thought about my childhood days 
and the days when my friends and I 
used to bunk Sunday school classes, 
trek down a kilometer and half through 
the jungle to Tzüza River and swim in 
the clear cold waters for hours. I still 
don’t know from where we got the en-
ergy those days, to walk that distance 
and to swim and find the strength to 
walk back home. Well, my parents nev-
er knew about it and that was that. 

Then the cable TV arrived; there 
was the Cartoon network with the 
Power Rangers, Popeye, Tom & Jerry 
etc and the endless TV series, we could 
have watched the whole day had it not 
been for the regular power cuts. Before 
the cable TV, there was only the Doord-
arshan channel where we used to 
watch ‘Chitrahaar’, Rangoli, Mahabrata 
and an occasional drab Hindi movie 
which featured Dev Anand as the hero. 
But we did watch DD channel and the 
programmes on the small 14” B&W TV 
as if we were watching some greatest 
shows on the world. Back then, Pranon 
Roy, the Chief Executive (or proprietor) 
of NDTV, with his trademark beard (it 
was black then) was our favorite news-
reader on DD channel which used to 
come at 12 noon. 

Sigh, those were the days, I recol-
lected my thoughts inside the church, 
and I instantly felt sad when the pastor 
again repeated the phrase, ‘the faithful-
ness of God…” 

All those childhood years, I had 
attended Sunday school classes only 
about three years, that also quite errati-
cally. I haven’t been an active member 
of the Christian Youth Endeavor (CYE) 
and attending church services was 
quite out of question. I did, out of com-
pulsion, used to attend church services 
during college days; but unfortunately, 

I used to doze off right after the sermon 
starts. Thank God, I don’t snore. 

At that moment of time inside the 
church, I did felt sad and a bit embar-
rassed in front of God and silently 
asked God’s forgiveness. The lines of 
my favorite poem ‘Lead Kindly Light’ 
by Cardinal Newman did stream into 
my heart with the cool light wind that 
breezed in through the window. It was 
quite solacing. 

Now, as I sat in my kitchen, with 
the curry churning on the stove, I was 
lost in thought again. All those years 
gone by, quite literally flowed away 
like the river into the ocean. Most of 
my friends, unfortunately, have passed 
away (May their souls rest in peace) to 
become just a memory and be faded 
away in time like the evening shadows 
engulfed by the night. 

The phrase ‘the faithfulness of God’ 
is still reverberating in my mind and I 
ask myself, ‘what did I do good to de-
serve this blessing?’ 

Yes, I did bunk Sunday school class-
es, never did attended Church services 
(of course, I do give my tithes diligently, 
though my understanding behind giv-
ing tithes was reached after I read some-
where about Albert Einstein words, 
“Success is 90 percent perspiration and 
ten percent inspiration”; therefore I re-
alized that whatever, amount I earn is 
through 90 percent of my sweat and 10 
percent of inspiration that comes from 
without. Therefore, I simply put it in the 
offering box with a prayer saying that 
‘it belongs to you God’, but I don’t and 
write my name. That’s another story), 
had been wild and adventurous, and 
yet, ‘the faithfulness of God’ is glaring…

Then I realized, I did remember 
that though I have never been to Sun-
day school classes, yet I have read 
and know about the life of the saints 
and prophets through reading of the 
hundreds of books till now; I have a 
mother who loved to narrated the sto-
ries of Moses, Noah, David, Solomon 
etc during my childhood days as I and 
my childhood friends (my neighbours) 
as we played around near her as she 
gently weaved the traditional shawls. 
And most of all, I have a sister, Atu, my 
and my brothers first grammar teach-
er, who introduced us to the beauti-
ful world of reading books especially 
the illustrated comics about the great 
prophets in the Bible. 

Still then, I felt an emptiness in my 
heart and the sense of regret was over-
whelming. There is nothing that I can 
do now to rectify it but just to pray that 
‘the faithfulness of God’ would endure 
like the Lode star - unchanging, con-
stant and reassuring. 

I am simply writing this not simply 
because I love to write, but in the vain 
hope that if you are reading this, and if 
you have young children or nephews 
and nieces; then do encourage them 
to go to Sunday Schools, it would really 
help them to know (I mean not ‘know 
about’, but ‘know’) God’s faithfulness 
in their lives. Cartoon network, swim-
ming and others can wait, let them 
know God’s faithfulness, and make 
them understand - unlike my poor 
soul here - that everything begins and 
ends with God only. God bless you all, 
and may God’s faithfulness be with our 
Naga children, as always. 

(Longranty Longchar is a senior 
sub-editor at Eastern Mirror. He 
can be contacted at longranty@

easternmirrornagaland.com)

G
oogle Glass — an eye-wearable 
device that made headlines in 
2015 but failed in the consumer 
technology space — has now 

rekindled the hopes of millions of peo-
ple with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 
globally, including in India. Although no 
official numbers are available, at least 70 
million people have autism worldwide, in-
cluding over 10 million in India.

According to Dr Ned Sahin, Founder 
and CEO of Brain Power, a US-based sci-
ence-driven company, Augmented Reality 
(AR)-powered wearable computers can 
help those with ASD gain confidence, clar-
ity, understanding, social integration and 
self-sufficiency.

There is no cure for autism but early 
diagnosis and intervention with therapies 
does improve the long-term outcome.

“We need help. We need families and 
schools to support the first wave of tech-
nology for autism and special school com-
munities.

“I am open to collaboration if there is 
an interest from schools, organisations 
and families from India. We can custom-
ise our Google Glass-based applications 
for autistic people in India,” Dr Sahin told 
IANS.

Brain Power is currently working with 
several schools in the US. The “Empower 
Me” wearable system has been used by 
hundreds of children and adults on the 
autism spectrum.

In this technology, the child or adult 
wears light, computerised Glasses and 
sees and hears special feedback geared to 
the situation -- like digital coaching on fa-
cial expressions of emotions, when to look 
at people, feedback on the user’s own state 
of stress or anxiety.

“The apps also encourage them to 
make eye contact and control repetitive 
behaviours -- both of which are big chal-
lenges related to autism,” said Dr Sahin, a 
famed neuroscientist who studied at Har-
vard and MIT.

According to Dr Sahin, contrary to 
what most of the people think, kids actu-
ally treat wearable devices as fun and are 
facing no problem using them.

“We have discovered scientifically that 
people with autism enjoy using wearable 
devices and embedded software for socio-
emotional learning,” Dr Sahin told IANS.

Each software module connects to 
Brain Power’s Cloud-hosted portal where 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) algorithms pro-
duce insights and predictions in real time.

The game-like apps collect numerical 
behavioural data -- scientifically and rig-
orously -- and present the child, family, 
school or clinic with insights and answers 
they can readily understand.

At AWS Public Sector Summit in 
Washington DC last month, Dr Sahin an-

nounced a couple of new products.
“We now have a package for schools 

consisting multiple AR devices. The devic-
es and the software add more functionali-
ties than we had before. It generates very 
good data about how kids are learning, 
their progress and whether young adults 
have the right skill-sets to get a job,” Dr Sa-
hin explained.

Another new product is called “Learn-
ing Eye”.

In this technology, a camera is placed 
in the classroom which is connected to 
a computer that runs Machine Learning 
(ML) algorithms.

“AWS gave us access to its new product 
called Deeplens months before releasing 
it to the public. ‘Learning Eye’ uses Deep-
lens’ capabilities to run ML in the class-
room in order to assist teachers as well as 
kids,” noted Dr Sahin.

The technology can detect if a student 
is paying attention or not. It can also de-
tect if a student is writing a message on 
his smartphone in the classroom, giving a 
warning to the student while alerting the 
teacher.

“The teacher can also assess when the 
student is bored and initiate an immedi-
ate feedback to improve the student’s 
mood. She can get entire data about what 
is happening in the classroom,” Dr Sahin 
informed.

AWS Deeplens helps the Brain Power 
team run deep learning models locally on 
the camera to analyse and take action on 
what it sees.

DeepLens is easy to customise and is 
programmable using AWS Lambda -- a 
serverless compute service that makes it 
easy to build applications that respond 
quickly to new information.

“We are very serious about maintain-
ing privacy. Video footage stays in the 
classroom and is never sent to Cloud. 
Video processing is done at the edge of the 
Cloud to maintain complete privacy,” Dr 
Sahin told IANS.

The company has also developed a 
method known as “Fidgetology” which 
rapidly quantifies body language to assess 
mental health or to estimate enjoyment of 
ads or other media.

“Fidgetology” was developed in col-
laboration with AWS, using the company’s 
Cloud-based AI, ML and computer vi-
sions tools. Dr Sahin is positive that Indian 
schools and organisations working in the 
field of autism will come forward to a life-
changing experience.

“We would like to expand our capabili-
ties to India. It all depends on the desire 
of the people to have the new technol-
ogy and empower children and adults all 
along the autism spectrum to teach them 
practical life skills,” the neurotechnology 
entrepreneur hoped.

(Nishant Arora can be contacted at 
nishant.a@ians.in)

DAILY

PATH
Watchful Care

BIBLE READ:   JEREMIAH 23:20–24 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

“Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord.          
~  Jeremiah 23:24
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may end up 
scaring people with your dramatic, emotion-
al outbursts, Aries. Your behavior is likely to 
be erratic. The smallest things could set you 

off on a crazy tirade. The root of these issues probably 
has to do with a need to be loved, and you feel like oth-
ers don’t give you the attention you think you deserve. 
Try not to let your happiness depend so much on oth-
ers’ actions. The most important love is self-love.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might sur-
prise a few people with your words and ac-
tions, which could seem out of character for 
you, Taurus. Don’t be surprised if you don’t 

think or act like your normal self. There is a streak of 
the oddball inside you that wants to have its day in the 
spotlight. Let that part of you shine through by wearing 
your plaid pants with a polka dot shirt and furry orange 
hat. Wear bright, expressive colors that show off your 
willingness to stand out in a crowd.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You could feel like 
a giant wrecking ball that’s anxious to break 
down existing structures. Perhaps you’re up-
set about a new development in your town, 

the country’s political system, or the power structure 
within your home. Regardless of the exact reason, 
you’re certain that change needs to happen in order to 
make progress. Often one must tear down an existing 
structure before a better one can be built.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Keep pen and 
paper close by, Cancer, and have the num-
ber of the patent office on hand. You’re apt 
to come up with some original ideas that 

could be revolutionary. You’re likely be more intrigued 
by gadgets and electronic devices than usual. You have 
the power to make cunning observations about how 
things work. You may end up with a brilliant idea on 
how to improve the efficiency of an appliance in your 
house.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may have end-
less ideas streaming through your head but 
little patience to see any of them through to 
the end, Leo. Perhaps you’re so busy jump-

ing from one thought to the next that you don’t take 
any of them far enough to know whether or not they’re 
worth pursuing. Write thoughts down as they come to 
you, and go over them later when your mind is in a qui-
eter state.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  It’s OK to change 
your opinion, Virgo. You may pride yourself 
on being the solid one who always has an an-
swer or knows exactly where to go. You may 

look upon others as flaky, indecisive, or fickle. It’s im-
portant that you not shut down your thinking after 
making a decision about something. Keep your mind 
open to changes that occur around you and maybe 
you’ll have a change of heart.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may feel a strong 
need to express your individuality, Libra. You 
don’t want to blend into the herd, unseen as 
you walk down the street. You want to be the 

sheep with the blue wool, the person skipping instead of 
walking. Find a place or group that lets you be yourself 
and not worry about what other people think about your 
style. Your originality is inspiring. Don’t squelch it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Going with 
the flow may not necessarily appeal to you 
today, Scorpio. This is one time when you 
may want to be the fish swimming upstream 

while the school heads downstream. Feel free to go 
your own way regardless of what others have to say 
about it. You may get pressured by your loved ones to 
act a certain way or go somewhere special. Don’t do 
these things just to please them. Do what pleases you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There are 
a few emotional surprises coming your way, 
Sagittarius. You might act a certain way un-
der normal circumstances, but today you’re 

apt to take a completely different route. Perhaps you 
don’t know why you suddenly feel comfortable about 
a situation that you’d normally be quite skeptical 
about. Nevertheless, this feeling is possible. Don’t 
bother questioning your emotions. Simply roll with 
whatever circumstances come your way. You’ll open 
many doors for yourself.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re apt 
to need emotional freedom, Capricorn. Per-
haps you sense that you’re being coerced 
or manipulated into feeling a certain way 

and feel trapped in the situation. If you can distance 
yourself, you’re likely to see that you’re indeed getting 
caught up in someone else’s drama. Right now it’s im-
perative that you find an outlet where you can express 
yourself freely without feeling like you have to act a 
particular way.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Take inventory 
of your habits and behaviors, Aquarius. Look 
to certain patterns and note the ones that do 
and don’t work for you. You’ll more than like-

ly feel an urge to break free from repetition and create 
new paths that allow for other opportunities to come 
along. You may not even be consciously aware that in 
many ways you’re beating a dead horse. Don’t continue 
to waste your energy on paths that go nowhere.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel 
smothered by certain individuals and loved 
ones who hang on you like barnacles on a 
rock, Pisces. You’re a big part of their emotional 

support system and they rely on you for strength. Today, 
however, you could get frustrated by this extra weight. 
You’ll more than likely want to rip those barnacles off in 
order to give you more breathing room. Freedom from 
others’ emotional baggage is the key for today.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Ronnie de Sousa | Aeon

Natural-Born Existentialists
Ethics cannot be based on human nature because, as evolutionary biology tells us, there is no such thing

Nature, Mr Allnut, is what we were 
put in the world to rise above.

Katherine Hepburn to Humphrey 
Bogart in African Queen (1951)

Questions about what mat-
ters, and why, and what ex-
ists in the world, are quin-

tessentially philosophical. The 
answers to many of these ques-
tions are informed by how we con-
ceive of ourselves. How has what 
is often described as the ‘Coperni-
can revolution’ effected by Charles 
Darwin changed our self-concep-
tion? One particularly surprising 
feature of evolutionary biology is 
that it lends significant support to 
existentialism. 

To make the journey from evo-
lutionary biology to existentialism, 
let’s start with one of the oldest 
and most profound of philosophi-
cal questions: how do we decide 
what is right or wrong, good or bad? 
Many philosophers have warned 
that no facts about nature can ever 
provide grounds for claims about 
values. In A Treatise of Human Na-
ture (1739-40), David Hume made 
a compelling argument that an un-
bridgeable gap separates fact from 
value, ‘is’ from ‘ought’. To attempt 
to bridge that gap is to commit the 
‘naturalistic fallacy’: no argument 
from factual premises can ever se-
cure a conclusion about what is 
valuable, or about what to do.

In Principia Ethica (1903), the 
philosopher G E Moore adduced 
what he called an ‘open question 
argument’ for a similar constraint 
on any discourse about value. He 
claimed that any attempt to define 
‘good’ in naturalistic terms – such 
as pleasure, or ‘utility’, or for that 
matter a divine commandment – 
must fail, because it always remains 
an ‘open question’ whether pleas-
ure, or utility, or that particular di-
vine commandment, really is good. 
If such a definition were sound, 
like the definition of a triangle as a 
three-angled plane figure, then the 
question would not make sense. ‘Is 
a triangle really a three-sided fig-
ure?’ would merely signal a failure 
to understand the definition.

Moore’s formulation has given 
rise to an enormous amount of de-
bate. It is reasonable to object that it 
begs the question: for if one of those 
definitions of ‘good’ is correct, then 
the question is no longer open. But 
it must be admitted that no defi-
nition of ‘good’ in terms of some 
natural properties is very plausible. 
Hume’s original ‘is-ought’ gap still 
gapes.

In practice, of course, it would 
be hopeless to decide on what is 
best without reference to facts. In 
medicine as in public policy, ‘evi-
dence-based’ decisions are the gold 
standard to which even politicians 
sometimes aspire. But the evidence 
we attend to is relevant only be-
cause certain goals are regarded as 
unquestionable: health, happiness, 
life. These values are presupposed, 
even if they seem too obvious to be 
articulated, by any practical or mor-
al argument. If money buys happi-
ness, then strive to make money. 
But only if happiness is the sort of 
thing you ought to pursue. If food 
sustains life, then eat! But only if 
you value life.

So where can we find the justi-
fication of general premises about 
value? If going from fact to values is 
a fallacy, then we can’t ground value 
judgments in facts. But if not facts, 
then what? Non-facts? ‘Alternative 
facts’, perhaps? One class of truths 

that are sometimes distinguished 
from ordinary facts of experience is 
the class of logical facts. And some 
philosophers, notably Immanuel 
Kant in the 18th century, thought 
that we could somehow extract 
moral principles from pure reason. 
That would seem to reduce im-
morality to a mere logical or math-
ematical mistake. And, on the face 
of it, that seems absurd, despite 
continuing efforts by Kant’s follow-
ers to convince us that it seems ab-
surd only because we are not smart 
enough to get it. This has long been 
a ploy of philosophers, just as it was 
among theologians: insist that, if 
you disagree with their dogma, you 
must be either stupid or wicked. I 
prefer to persist in not getting it.

So must we admit that all claims 
about value, goodness or rightness 
are arbitrary? No. But if we are to re-
sist that conclusion, we must recon-
sider the fact-value gap. Perhaps we 
can think of some facts as enjoying 
a special status, enabling them to 
provide plausible though not logi-
cally compelling reasons.

One proposal in that vein might 
be to take our wants and desires at 
face value. To want something is 
implicitly to view it as valuable. Our 
desire is a fact about us, but it seems 
to point to a value. We care about 
what we desire, and by definition 
what we care about is what we 
value. John Stuart Mill adopted this 
strategy when he declared in Utili-
tarianism (1863) that ‘the sole evi-
dence it is possible to produce that 
anything is desirable is that people 
do actually desire it’. For that, he has 
been convicted of committing the 
naturalistic fallacy, by equivocating 
on the meaning of ‘desirable’. Does 
it mean ‘worthy of being desired’ 
or does it mean ‘capable of being 
desired’? The fact that something 
is desired trivially proves that it can 
be; but it fails to establish that it 
should be. For not all that we desire 
is worthy of desire.

Nevertheless, even if no factual 
evidence can ever count as proof of 
a claim about value, some claims 
sound more reasonable than oth-
ers. Being desired is better than 
nothing as support for regarding 
something as desirable. But how 
can we tell which of our desires we 
should endorse?

One time-honoured approach 
appeals to the idea that our desires 
are worthy, providing that they stem 
from our authentic human nature. 
Daoists, Epicureans and Aristoteli-
ans, among other purveyors of an-
cient wisdom, have all urged us to 
follow nature. But what could that 
mean? As the same J S Mill point-
ed out in his essay ‘Nature’ (1874), 
there are two ways of understand-
ing the word:

In the first meaning, Nature is 
a collective name for everything 
which is. In the second, it is a name 
for everything that is of itself, with-
out human intervention … while 
human action cannot help con-
forming to nature in one meaning 
of the term, the very aim and object 
of action is to alter and improve na-
ture in the other meaning.

 To enjoin anyone to follow na-
ture is otiose on the first meaning, 
and self-defeating in the second. 
So what could be meant by that an-
cient piece of wisdom?

Thomas Aquinas, borrowing 
from Aristotle, devised an ingen-
ious two-step strategy for answer-
ing that question. Step one: look 
at what happens ‘always or for the 
most part’ in nature to determine 
its laws. That investigation will re-
veal the natural and proper ‘func-

tions’ of organs and activities: those 
that Nature, so to speak, ‘intended’. 
(If Nature is just another name for 
God, then the talk of ‘intent’ can 
even be taken literally.) Step two: 
use the resulting observations to 
determine what we ought to do – 
and especially what we ought not 
to do – according to whether it was 
found to be ‘natural’ or ‘unnatural’ 
in step one.

Unfortunately, Aquinas’ strat-
egy, though still holding sway in the 
Vatican as the doctrine of natural 
law, is a slippery example of ‘bait-
and-switch’. In step one, the word 
‘law’ seems to be used as in sci-
ence, to refer to descriptive gen-
eralisations about what actually 
happens. In step two, however, the 
word’s meaning is closer to that of 
‘legislation’. Laws of this second sort 
are promulgated and often bro-
ken. Laws of the first sort cannot be 
broken, even if they are stochastic, 
specifying mere probabilities. Laws 
of one kind are about the facts of 
nature; laws of the other kind are 
about how we should change those 
facts.

Everything that is alive is part of 
nature. Some of it is good for us, 

some of it is bad for us
Despite that flaw, natural law 

theory was plausible enough before 
Darwin. Even now, we are likely to 
judge that nature sometimes makes 
‘mistakes’. For Aristotle as for Aqui-
nas, organs that failed to perform 
their normal functions or, by ex-
tension, organisms whose differ-
ence made them unable to thrive 
were freaks of nature, ‘monsters’, 
giving rise to a whole branch of 
study called teratology. That word 
is still used to designate the study 
of congenital or developmental ab-
normalities. But in light of Darwin’s 
discovery, we can see that it makes 
no literal sense.

One way to describe what is 
revolutionary about Darwinism is 
that it inverts the status of the nor-
mal and the abnormal, or more 
precisely of typical and deviant 
specimens. On the assumption that 
species are stable and unchanging, 
unusual specimens are ‘abnormal’ 
or even monstrous: their deviance 
demands an explanation. But given 
the facts of evolution, nature is a 
continuum of variable individual 
things that resemble one another to 
a greater or lesser extent, depend-
ing mostly on the degree to which 
their lineages are close in ancestry, 
but also resulting from the inherent 
variability of all living things. In that 
perspective, no actual fact is more 
natural than any other. What re-
quires explanation is not that some 
individuals are different from typi-
cal specimens, but that living things 
cluster around what seem to be 
typical specimens.

If no abnormalities had oc-
curred in the past 4 billion years, 
you and I would still be bacteria. 
Every mutation or other rearrange-
ment of our DNA that brought one 
of our ancestors closer to being hu-
man, when it first occurred, must 
necessarily have been unique, and 
therefore abnormal. We are the 
direct descendants of millions of 
freaks. In light of that thought, we 
should perhaps regard our more 
eccentric acquaintances with more 
respect. Not every freak is an im-
provement, but every improvement 
must first have been featured in a 
freak.

In light of evolution, then, 
natural law theory is bankrupt. 
It can give us no useful guidance 
as to what life to favour or what 
goals to pursue. Indeed, although 

many conservationists and envi-
ronmentalists believe themselves 
to be motivated by the inherent 
value of nature, most are probably 
self-deceived. Of endangered spe-
cies, for example, what they prize 
is not really that they are natural, 
but some other virtues: that they 
are aesthetically appealing, like ea-
gles, or potentially useful, like the 
flora of rainforests. For who has 
ever joined a demonstration with a 
placard deploring the near-extinc-
tion of the smallpox virus? Every-
thing that is alive is part of nature. 
Some of it is good for us, some of it 
is bad for us. Nature’s purposes, if 
it has any, are not ours. The mere 
existence of a natural fact or organ-
ism tells us nothing about whether 
it is good.

Perhaps, though, the contem-
plation of the fact of evolution itself 
might offer some lessons on how 
we should live. In an increasingly 
secular society, many think of evo-
lution as having taken over the role 
of providence. Surely natural selec-
tion, in ensuring the ‘survival of the 
fittest’, has brought us to a pinnacle 
of perfection. Or at least, since we 
are, to be sure, not quite perfect yet, 
the adaptive process of natural se-
lection will ultimately make us so.

Unfortunately, this is wrong. 
What nature has contrived cannot 
be expected to be best for us, for at 
least three reasons. The first is that 
the process of adaptation takes 
time. And in the time it takes, things 
might have changed, so that just 
when natural selection has made us 
nicely adapted to one set of living 
conditions, these no longer apply. 
An obvious example here is junk 
foods. In an environment where 
salt, sugar, fat and protein required 
work to acquire, our ancestors de-
veloped a natural taste for them. 
That’s why junk food is the most 
likely to be enjoyed by any child, no 
matter what the culinary style of the 
prevailing culture. But in our cur-
rent circumstances, a taste for junk 
food doesn’t look so healthy.

Much the same might be true of 
some of the emotional dispositions 
bequeathed to us by natural selec-
tion. If we follow some evolutionary 
psychologists in thinking that evo-
lution has programmed us to value 
solidarity and authority, for exam-
ple, we must recognise that those 
very same mechanisms promote 
xenophobia, racism and fascism. 
Some philosophers have made 
much of the fact that we appear to 

have genuinely altruistic motives: 
sometimes, human beings actually 
sacrifice themselves for complete 
strangers. If that is indeed a native 
human trait, so much the better. 
But it can’t be good because it’s nat-
ural. For selfishness and cruelty are 
no less natural. Again, naturalness 
can’t reasonably be why we value 
what we care about.

A second reason why evolution 
is not providence is that any given 
heritable trait is not simply ei-
ther ‘adaptive’ or ‘maladaptive’ for 
the species. Some cases of fitness 
are frequency-dependent, which 
means that certain traits acquire 
a stable distribution in a popula-
tion only if they are not universal. 
This is best illustrated by the fable 
of doves and hawks made famous 
by Richard Dawkins in The Selfish 
Gene (1976), but originally due to 
John Maynard Smith’s On Evolu-
tion (1972). Suppose that ‘doves’ 
never escalate a conflict into a 
fight, while ‘hawks’ always fight to 
the death if opposed. It is easy to 
see that in a population of doves, 
a hawk will prosper, and his kind 
proliferate. For doves will always 
concede any resource in a dispute, 
and hawks will have the advantage 
in every conflict. In a population 
of hawks, however, doves will have 
the advantage. For while they of-
ten lose a meal, by always retreat-
ing in the face of opposition, doves 
will survive every encounter and 
get a chance for another. But most 
encounters will pit hawk against 
hawk, giving each only a 50-50 
chance of surviving. At some point, 
somewhere between all-hawk and 
all-dove populations, the propor-
tion of hawks to doves will reach 
an equilibrium. From that point, 
more hawks will result in an ad-
vantage to doves, and hawks will 
do better if there are more doves.

In the real world, we might 
think of psychopaths as analogous 
to hawks. They do well in a world 
where most others will always yield 
rather than risk causing harm. But if 
they were to become more numer-
ous, psychopaths would increas-
ingly risk encountering other psy-
chopaths, rather than the average 
sucker they are used to exploiting. 
The advantage will pass to the aver-
age cooperating type of individual. 
It has been estimated that psycho-
paths maintain their numbers at a 
steady 1 per cent of the population. 
Perhaps, at this stage of civilisation, 
that is the point of equilibrium. 

That would make being a psycho-
path as ‘natural’ as anything else, 
but it doesn’t mean we must ap-
prove of psychopaths.

Sex comes with so many 
disadvantages that it is something 
of a puzzle for evolutionary theory

The third reason we should not 
equate the natural with the good 
is the most important. Evolution 
is not about us. In repeating the 
well-worn phrase that is supposed 
to sum up natural selection, ‘sur-
vival of the fittest’, we seldom think 
to ask: the fittest what? It won’t do 
to think that the phrase refers to 
fitness in individuals such as you 
and me. Even the fittest individu-
als never survive at all. We all die. 
What does survive is best described 
as information, much of which is 
encoded in the genes. That remains 
true despite the fashionable preoc-
cupation with ‘epigenetic’ or oth-
erwise non-DNA-encoded factors. 
The point is that ‘the fittest’ refers to 
just whatever gets replicated in sub-
sequent generations – and what-
ever that is, it isn’t us. Every human 
is radically new, and – at least until 
cloning becomes routine – none 
will ever recur.

Most humans have no interest 
in the propagation of their genes. 
Indeed, in most sexual encounters, 
people’s interest lies in frustrating 
the only goal we can plausibly as-
cribe to nature: namely the replica-
tion of genes. Some people do crave 
to have babies, but they seldom 
think of that in terms of gene rep-
lication. We have our own desires, 
and they have little or nothing to do 
with any ‘goal’ of nature.

I care about my own goals and 
desires; I don’t care about nature’s. 
That brings us back to Mill’s coun-
sel: in any deliberation, we can’t do 
better than to start with what we 
desire, even if we don’t automati-
cally endorse our every impulse. So 
what is it that we do desire?

Well, the better question is, what 
can’t we desire? Beyond a few basic 
biological needs, there seems to be 
no limit to what humans can desire. 
In fact, I doubt if there is anything 
that someone abhors that isn’t also 
the object of another’s craving. And 
conversely: whatever you desire, 
there is sure to be someone who 
would be disgusted by it.

To be continued...
(The author is professor emeritus 
in philosophy at the University of 

Toronto.)



8 nation
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, July 23, 2018

Modi’s visit to reach out to Africa 

GST rates cut with eye on elections — Chidambaram

Women politicians welcome 
no GST on sanitary pads

Three militants killed in Kashmir gunfight 

Fishy tales: Goa’s political pot boils over formalin

‘Pocso Act amendment for boy victims before Cabinet soon’ 

INR 7 lakh in fake 
currency seized in 
Bengal, two arrested

CWC authorises Rahul Gandhi to forge 
alliances with like-minded parties

Centre mulls changes in IPC 
to deal with mob lynchingRahul smells scam 

in Rafale deal

‘Reverse countdown’ of Modi government has begun — Sonia

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)
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Villagers look on at the debris of a damaged houses where three Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul Mujahideen 
militants were killed during an encounter with security forces, at Redwani area of Kulgam district in 
south Kashmir on Sunday.

PTI

Sonia Gandhi (File Photo)

new Delhi, July 22 (ianS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s five-day, three-na-
tion tour of Africa starting 
on Monday will see India 
reaching out first bilater-
ally and then multilaterally 
under the BRICS umbrella 
to the continent.

“The visit to Rwanda, 
Uganda and South Africa 
will further strengthen our 
relations with the African 
continent,” the External 
Affairs Ministry said.

Over the last few years, 
there has been significant 
engagement in various 
fields with African coun-
tries. There have been 23 
outgoing visits to Africa by 
the President, Vice Presi-
dent and Prime Minister 
in the last four years.

“Africa has been the 
top priority of India’s for-
eign policy,” the statement 
said. 

Cooperation in de-
fence and agriculture will 
be Modi’s priorities during 
his bilateral visits to Rwan-
da and Uganda before he 
goes to South Africa for 
the annual Brazil, Russia, 
India China, South Africa 
(BRICS) Summit.

This will be Modi’s 
second visit to mainland 
Africa after he visited Mo-
zambique, South Africa, 
Tanzania and Kenya in 
2016.

Modi will reach Rwan-
da on July 23 in what will 
be the first ever Prime 
Ministerial visit from India 
to the East African nation.

India elevated its ties 
with Rwanda, seen as an 
important gateway to 
eastern Africa, to that of 
a Strategic Partnership in 
January last year.

Briefing the media, T.S. 
Tirumurti, Secretary (Eco-
nomic Relations) in the 
External Affairs Ministry, 
said India will open its first 
mission in Rwanda very 
soon. India’s current High 
Commissioner to Rwanda 
has residence in Kampala, 
Uganda.

Rwanda is also a recipi-
ent of Indian lines of credit 

of nearly $400 million and 
of Indian training and 
scholarship programmes.

During Modi’s visit, 
two more lines of credit 
are expected to be signed 
- one of $100 million for 
industrial parks and a sim-
ilar amount for agriculture 
and irrigation.

“We expect agree-
ments to be concluded 
in the areas of defence, 
dairy cooperation, leather, 
agriculture and culture,” 
Tirumurti said.

In Rwanda, Modi will 
visit Rweru model village 
to gift 200 cows as part of 
a programme overseen by 
President Kagame where-
in the poorest families 
get dairy cows from the 

government and the first 
female calf born of the cow 
is gifted to a neighbour to 
promote brotherhood.

From Rwanda, Modi 
will reach Uganda on July 
24 in what will the first 
bilateral visit by an In-
dian prime minister in 21 
years.

Tirumurti said training 
and capacity building had 
been the focus of defence 
cooperation between In-
dia and Uganda. India has 
an Indian military training 
team stationed in Jinja 
since 2010.

Apart from calling on 
Ugandan President Yo-
wei Museveni and hold-
ing delegation-level talks, 
Modi will take part in an 
India-Uganda joint busi-
ness event and address 
the Ugandan parliament, 
the first ever by an Indian 
Prime Minister.

He will also address 
members of the Indian 
community in Uganda.

“We expect to extend 
two lines of credit for the 
first time to Uganda of 
$141 million regarding 
electricity lines and sub-
stations and $64 million 
for agriculture and dairy 
production,” Tirumurti 
said.

From Uganda, Modi 
will reach South Africa on 
July 25 on the third and last 

leg of his visit.
Besides the BRICS 

Summit, Modi will also 
hold a bilateral meeting 
with President Cyril Ram-
aphosa, who assumed of-
fice in February.

South Africa is organis-
ing the 10th BRICS leaders’ 
Summit under the theme 
“BRICS in Africa: Collabo-
ration with Developing 
Countries for Inclusive 
Growth and Shared Pros-
perity in the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution”.

Modi, along with other 
BRICS leaders, will par-
ticipate in the restricted 
session, plenary session, 
leaders’ retreat, outreach 
with leaders from Africa 
and outreach with leaders 
from the global South.

In the BRICS-Africa 
outreach, those invited 
include Rwanda, Uganda, 
Togo, Zambia, Namibia, 
Senegal, Gabon, Ethiopia, 
Angola and the African 
Union Chair.

In the BRICS-plus out-
reach, the invited coun-
tries of the global South 
include Argentina, Turkey, 
Indonesia, Jamaica and 
Egypt.

On the sidelines of the 
BRICS Summit, Modi will 
meet Chinese President 
Xi Jinping. This will be the 
third meeting between the 
two leaders this year.

Former Union Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram on Sunday said that the 
decision to slash GST rates on 100 mass-
use items was taken keeping upcoming 
assembly elections in mind. “When elec-
tions are around the corner, government 
cuts rates. 
I suppose that makes a good case for fre-
quent elections in different state!” he said 
on Twitter. Terming the decision “belated 
wisdom”, he questioned why it was not 
taken earlier.

“GST Council cuts rates on 100 items, 
approves quarterly returns. Belated wis-
dom. Why did Government not follow our 

advice in July 2017?” he said.
Assembly elections are due in Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and 
Mizoram later this year. 

The GST Council on Saturday reduced 
tax rates on a slew of items including re-
frigerators, washing machines and small 
televisions from 28 per cent to 18 per cent, 
and cleared widely demanded exemption 
on sanitary pads. 

The Congress leader also called the 
present GST regime “unreformed” and 
filled with “lacunae”, and pitched for im-
mediate implementation of three-rates 
structure.”

new Delhi, July 22 (ianS): 
Women politicians, cut-
ting across party lines, 
have welcomed the gov-
ernment’s decision on 
scrapping GST on sanitary 
napkins.

Reactions flowed in 
from many women poli-
ticians after Finance 
minister Piyush Goyal 
announced that sanitary 
pads are now 100 percent 
exempt from tax.

“In a remarkable move, 
Piyush Goyal during the 
28th GST Council Meet 
announced to exempt 
Sanitary Napkins from the 
GST. Indeed, this will give 
the required thrust to our 
Menstrual Hygiene ini-
tiatives and will transform 

lives of many Women,” 
Union Women and Child 
Development Minister 
Maneka Gandhi tweeted.

Sanitary pads, which 
were initially taxed at 18 
per cent, were brought 
down to 12 per cent under 
GST that was launched in 
July 2017. Gandhi, howev-
er earlier had justified the 
imposed tax saying that 
scrapping it would kill the 
indigenous pad makers.

Congress MP Sush-
mita Dev who last year 
had launched an online 
petition with Change.org 
demanding total removal 
of taxes on pads welcomed 
the government’s move 
saying that it is a victory 
of more than four lakh 

citizens who had signed it.
“Some journeys take 

longer than others. And 
so here we are bearing 
the victory torch a year 
after our campaign ‘tax 
free wings. This is monu-
mental in the step towards 
improving the accessibil-
ity, availability and afford-
ability of the product to 
millions of women,” Dev 
said. Union Textile minis-
ter Smriti Irani too tweeted 
thanking the Finance Min-
ister for exempting sani-
tary napkins from GST.

“A welcome step to-
wards encouraging men-
strual hygiene among 
young girls and women. 
Good and Simple GST,” 
she wrote.

Srinagar, July 22 (ianS): 
Three militants, involved 
in killing of a police con-
stable on Saturday in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, were 
killed on Sunday in a gun-
fight in Kulgam district, 

police said.
While confirming that 

all the three militants in-
volved in killing of the 
trainee constable had 
been eliminated during 
the gunfight in Khudwani 

area of Kulgam district, 
states police chief S.P. Vaid 
said: “Three bodies of ter-
rorists recovered so far 
from encounter site”.

Earlier, Vaid on his twit-
ter page said: “Terrorists 

new Delhi, July 22 (ianS): In an at-
tempt to make gender neutral laws, 
the Women and Child Development 
Ministry has brought in amend-
ments in the existing Pocso law to 
cover sexual abuse of the boy child 
and these will be sent for Cabinet 
approval very soon, a ministry of-
ficial said.

“Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act has 
always striven to develop gender-

neutral laws. While the Cabinet has 
already given its nod proposing 
death sentence for convicts raping 
girls below 12, the same has been 
proposed for boy victims,” the of-
ficial said.

The Law Ministry has cleared 
the amendments to enhance pun-
ishment in cases of sexual assault 
against young boys and it will be sent 
to the Cabinet in next 2-3 days, the 
official added.

Woman and Child Develop-
ment Minister Maneka Gandhi has 
been pushing for bringing in the 
amendment and had earlier also 
written to the states batting for 
equal rights to male child victims 
of sexual abuse.

Gandhi earlier had also sup-
ported a petition on Change.org by 
film-maker-activist Insia Dariwala, 
who said, “male child sexual abuse 
is an ignored reality in India”.

Kolkata, July 22 (ianS): 
Fake Indian currency with 
a face value of INR 7 lakh 
was seized from West Ben-
gal’s Malda district and 
two persons were arrested, 
a CID official said on Sun-
day.

Acting on a tip-off, the 
Criminal Investigation De-
partment arrested Biswajit 
Mondal and Manglu Sk, 
both residents of Malda 
district, from Baishnabna-
gar township’s crossing on 
Saturday evening after the 
fake currency was seized 
from them, he said.

Manglu was earlier ar-
rested in another case and 
jailed for 22 months.

new Delhi, July 22 (ianS): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday said 
that he smelled a scam in 
the Rafale deal, claiming 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi “squirmed” when 
questions over the price 
of the fighter planes were 
raised in Parliament.

He also took a dig at 
Defense Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman for “flip flops” 
on revealing details of the 
Rafale deal.

During the debate on 
no-confidence motion in 
Lok Sabha on Friday, Gan-
dhi had said that French 
President had told him 
personally that there was 
no secret pact between 
the two government while 
Sitharaman said there was. 

“Our Defence Minister 
said she would, but now 
she won’t. She flip flops be-
tween ‘it’s-not-a-secret’ & 
‘it’s-a-BIG-secret’,” he said.

new Delhi, July 22 (Pti): 
The Centre is considering 
the possibility of amend-
ing the Indian Penal Code 
to define ‘mob lynching’ 
as a penal offence, a senior 
government functionary 
has said. 

Another option be-
ing considered is to draft 
a model law that states 
can adopt to prevent in-
cidents of mob lynching, 
he said. 

“Everything is in the 
preliminary stage as the 
entire Supreme Court or-
der asking the Centre to 
come up with a new law 
has to be examined,” he 
added. 

If the IPC is amended, 
the government will not 
have to bring a stand alone 
law on mob lynching. 

If the burden of proof 
to prove innocence is put 
on the accused, then cer-
tain sections of the CrPC 
and the Indian Evidence 
Act would also require 
amendments, the func-

tionary said. 
He said it will take 

several days before the 
government firms up its 
stand. 

The government may 
also further strengthen 
the framework relating 
to social media to ensure 
that rumours which may 
lead to such incidents are 
checked. 

Several cases of lynch-
ing and mob violence have 
been reported from across 
the country in the recent 
past, the latest being from 
Rajasthan where a man 
was beaten to death on 
Friday on suspicion of cow 
smuggling.

Condemning the rising 
incidents of lynching in 
India, the Supreme Court 
had on Tuesday asked the 
government to enact a law 
to deal such cases. 

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
had termed the incidents 
of lynching “horrendous 
acts of mobocracy”.

new Delhi, July 22 (Pti): 
The extended CWC today 
authorised Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi to forge 
an alliance with like-mind-
ed parties for the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election to take on 
the BJP. The decision was 
taken at a meeting of the 
newly-constituted Con-
gress Working Committee 
(CWC), Pradesh Congress 
Committee chiefs and 
Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) members from vari-
ous states.

The party also author-
ised Gandhi to constitute 
a committee to work out 

alliances with various na-
tional and regional parties 
to form a grand national 
alliance. Thirty-five to 40 
leaders spoke at today’s 
meeting where they all 
stressed that the Congress 
should play a lead role in 
forging an anti-BJP front.

Some leaders said Gan-
dhi being the leader of the 
principle opposition party 
should be the face of the 
national alliance. Asked 
about party leaders want-
ing Gandhi to be the face 
of the alliance, senior Con-
gress leader Ambika Soni 
said, “Naturally, he is the 

leader of the main national 
(opposition) party and we 
would want our leader to 
be the face of the opposi-
tion alliance.” 

Senior party leader and 
former finance minister 
P Chidambaram gave a 
detailed presentation on 
how the party could be 
strengthened with the 
help of allies in various 
states. Sources said that 
Chidambaram highlighted 
that the Congress is strong 
in 12 states and with the 
help of its allies, it can forge 
a formidable front for the 
next general election.

new Delhi, July 22 (ianS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s rhetoric shows his 
“desperation” reflecting 
that the “reverse count-
down” of the Modi govern-
ment has begun, United 
Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi 
said on Sunday.

Attending a meeting of 
the new Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC), 
the party’s highest deci-
sion-making body, she 
also cautioned about the 
reign of despair and fear 
heaped upon the coun-
try’s poor.

“Sonia Gandhi cau-
tions about the reign of 
despair and fear heaped 
upon India’s deprived and 
poor. 

Points out that rhetoric 
of Modi shows his des-

Panaji, July 22 (ianS): 
Governance in Goa ap-
pears to have gone into 
cold storage, even as 
use of formalin, a pow-
erful disinfectant used 
to preserve cadavers, 
has grabbed state and 
even national attention, 
and led to fierce politi-
cal wrangling and blame 
games.

With four ministers, 
including Chief Minister 
Manohar Parrikar, be-
ing treated for serious 
ailments ranging from 
cancer to renal diseas-
es and brain-stroke, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)-led coalition gov-
ernment, which is already 
on the back-foot over a 
string of handicaps, now 
seems to grappling with 
a fresh crisis: Infighting 
by its ministers over last 
week’s raid by the Food 
and Drugs Administration 
(FDA), which exposed use 
of formalin in fish con-
signments imported from 
other states into Goa.

According to rough 

estimates, fish imports 
from other states in Goa 
are valued at around INR 
3 crore per day and the 
seafood commands a bet-
ter price especially during 
the annual fishing ban 
which ends on July 31.

Agriculture Minister 
Vijai Sardesai, who had 
to face popular backlash 
over his “clean chit” to fish 
traders accused of lacing 
fish with formalin, is now 
facing a bitter stand-off 
with Health Minister Vis-
jwajit Rane, who has is-
sued a public apology for 
his attempt to undermine 
the formalin controversy. 

The FDA functions 
under the aegis of the 
state Health Ministry.

Both, Rane from the 
BJP and Sardesai from the 
Goa Forward are relatively 
young, ambitious politi-
cians who have strategi-
cally switched political 
parties (or have threat-
ened to) in their ascent to 
power.

Both were poised for a 
larger role in the scheme 

of things, when Parrikar’s 
return to Goa from the 
US, where he was under-
going treatment for ad-
vanced pancreatic cancer, 
appeared to drag on for 
months.

Over  the  last  few 
days, Rane has been go-
ing hammer and tongs at 
Sardesai, demanding the 
Chief Minister extend a 
15-day ban on import of 
fish from other states to 
a permanent ban “in the 
interest of public health” 
as a means to prevent 
the formalin fiasco from 
repeating.

Sardesai is being ac-
cused of being close to the 
fish importers lobby, who 
offload their consign-
ments in a wholesale fish 
market in the Agriculture 
Minister’s constituency. 

The latter has rejected 
reports of his proximity 
to one of the biggest fish 
traders, Ibrahim Maulana.

But Sardesai isn’t tak-
ing Rane’s subtle barb 
about closing down fish 
imports altogether lying 

down.
On Saturday, the min-

ister took what appeared 
to be a sarcastic dig at 
Rane. “@visrane, an ef-
ficient minister in cabi-
net of @manoharparrikar 
should expose these ‘vest-
ed interests’ immediately 
and take action against 
them. We @GoaForward-
party support him in this,” 
Sardesai said, while also 
urging Rane to shift the 
entire wholesale market 
from his constituency.

The infighting be-
tween the two minis-
ters over this “fishy turf” 
should only add to Par-
rikar’s headaches given 
the fact that several sensa-
tional issues have erupted 
in the state since his re-
turn to Goa last month.

The serial controver-
sies which have put the 
spotlight on Parrikar in-
cludes revelation of links 
of a BJP office bearer to a 
factory producing keta-
mine in North Goa, the 
government’s approval 
of the “unpopular” draft 

Coastal Regulatory Zone 
norms, a stand-off be-
tween his Urban Devel-
opment Minister Fran-
cis D’Souza and Deputy 
Speaker Michael Lobo and 
now the formalin contro-
versy, in addition to the 
already brewing crisis fol-
lowing the mining ban in 
Goa since March this year.

While the Congress 
staged a virtual stand-off 
in the ongoing monsoon 
session of the assembly, 
by refusing to proceed 
with legislative business 
unless the formalin con-
troversy is first discussed, 
the Aam Aadmi Party in 
Goa said on Saturday that 
the drama between min-
isters in Goa shows that 
Parrikar’s government has 
become irrelevant.

“CM says I am moni-
toring the situation. He 
should be monitoring his 
ministers,” AAP convenor 
Elvis Gomes said, while 
demanding a criminal 
probe against those re-
sponsible for selling for-
malin-laced fish.

group that tortured our 
colleague Mohd Saleem 
of Kulgam and killed him 
brutally are all trapped in 
an encounter with J&K Po-
lice/Army/CRPF in Khud-
wani Kulgam.”

Security forces had 
surrounded Khudwani 
area of Kulgam district 
following information 
about the presence of 
militants.

Police said the hid-
ing militants had opened 
fire on the security forces 
when the cordon around 
them was tightened after 
which an encounter had 
started.

Trainee constable, Mu-
hammad Saleem Shah 
had been abducted from 
his home in Matulhama 
village of the district on 
Friday evening.

The bullet riddled 
body of the constable 
was found on Saturday in 
Qaimoh area of the same 
district.

The trainee constable 
had come home on leave 
from Kathua Police Train-
ing School.

peration reflecting that re-
verse countdown of Modi 
government has begun,” 

Congress chief spokes-
person Randeep Singh 
Surjewala tweeted.

The meeting was also 
attended by former Prime 
Minister  Manmohan 
Singh, who rejected the 
culture of constant self 
praise and ‘jumlas’ of the 
Prime Minister.

T h i s ,  M a n m o h a n 
Singh said, stood against 
solid policy framework 
necessary for growth.

Manmohan Singh 
pointed out that claim of 
doubling farm income 
by 2022 would require an 
agricultural growth rate 
of 14 per cent, which was 
nowhere in sight.

Sonia Gandhi and 
Manmohan Singh are the 
senior members of the 
new CWC that will form 
the core team of the party 
for the state elections this 
year and the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha polls.
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Afghan security personnel and traffic police lie on the ground after a suicide attack near the Kabul Airport, in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, Sunday, July 22, 2018. An Afghan official said that an explosion took place shortly after the country’s first vice 
president Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum landed at the airport. 

Islamabad, July 22 (PTI): A leading 
PML-N candidate for the July 25 gen-
eral elections was arrested and sent to 
Adiala jail after he was convicted by a 
court and handed down life imprison-
ment in a six-year old case, in a telling 
blow to jailed former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif.

Hanif Abbasi, a senior Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader, was 
convicted by the Control of Narcotics 
Substances Court of Rawalpindi and sen-
tenced to life in the case related to misuse 
of controlled chemical ephedrine.

Abbasi, a close aide of Sharif, was 
arrested from the court yesterday and 
taken to the same Adiala Jail where the 
PML-N supremo is held.

The Election Commission of Pakistan 
today announced that elections in the 
NA-60 Rawalpindi constituency will be 
held after the completion of the general 
polls.

The ECP is “bound to provide a level 
playing field to all candidates” and keep-
ing in mind the heated debate in the 
media and by leaders of politicl parties, 
the commission has decided to postpone 
the elections in NA-60, it said.

The preparations for the general 
elections were in their final stages and 
ballot papers were printed with Abbasi’s 
election symbol on them, the ECP said.

Abbasi was contesting the elections 
against Awami Muslim League chief 
Sheikh Rashid who had regularly pre-
dicted in his speeches that Abbasi would 
be disqualified.

“Abbasi was involved in the drug 
trade and he should face the results,” 
Rashid said, commenting on the verdict.

The court acquitted seven other ac-
cused in the case while giving them the 
benefit of doubt.

PML-N protested against the convic-
tion and said it will challenge it.

The ephedrine case surfaced in 
March 2011 when the then federal 
minister Makhdoom Shahabuddin told 
the National Assembly that the govern-
ment would investigate the allocation of 
9,000 kg of ephedrine to pharmaceutical 
companies.

The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) 
registered a case against nine suspects, 
including Abbasi, in June 2012.

Abbasi was charged of misusing 500-
kg of the controlled chemical ephedrine 
which he obtained for his company Gray 
Pharmaceutical in 2010.

He allegedly sold it to smugglers in-
stead of using it as medicine.

Those absolved of charges included 
the son of former prime minister Yousuf 
Raza Gilani, Ali Musa Gilani, and former 
health minister Makhdoom Shahabud-
din.

The conviction might further vitiate 
elections atmosphere which is already 
highly charged due to imprisonment of 
Sharif and his daughter in a corruption 
case. 

Sharif’s son-in-law retired Capt Mu-
hammad Safdar was also disqualified 
from contesting polls after being con-
victed in Avenflied properties case. 

Kabul, July 22 (PTI/AFP): A sui-
cide bomber killed at least 11 
people and wounded 14 at the 
entrance to Kabul international 
airport today, officials said, as 
scores gathered to welcome 
home Afghan Vice President Ab-
dul Rashid Dostum from exile. 

Senior government officials, 
political leaders and supporters 
were leaving the airport after 
greeting the powerful ethnic Uz-
bek leader and former warlord 
when the explosion happened.

Dostum, clad in a Western 
suit and sunglasses and travel-
ling in an armoured vehicle, was 
unharmed, said his spokesman 
Bashir Ahmad Tayanj.

Kabul Police spokesman 
Hashmat Stanikzai said 11 
people had been killed and 14 
wounded. He did not give a 
breakdown. The suicide bomber 
was on foot, interior ministry 
spokesman Najib Danish said, 
adding that civilians, including 
a child, and security force mem-
bers were among the casualties.

Dostum, who is linked to a 
catalogue of human rights abus-

es in Afghanistan, was mobbed 
like a celebrity as he left the char-
tered plane from Turkey where 
he has lived since May 2017.

His return, which has been 
the subject of much speculation, 
comes amid violent protests in 
several provinces across north-
ern Afghanistan, his traditional 
power base.

Thousands of Dostum’s sup-
porters have taken to the streets 
in recent weeks, shuttering elec-
tion and government offices and 
blocking sections of highways 
to demand the release of a pro-
government militia leader and 
call for Dostum’s return.

Expectations of the return 
did little to quell the unrest, with 
protesters vowing Sunday to 
continue demonstrating until 
the burly leader of the Uzbek 
ethnic minority tells them oth-
erwise. “We don’t trust the gov-
ernment. We will continue our 
protests unless General Dostum 
tells us to stop,” Ehsanullah 
Qowanch, a protest leader in 
Faryab province, told AFP.

Qowanch also repeated calls 

for the release of Nezamuddin 
Qaisari -- a district police chief 
and Dostum’s provincial rep-
resentative in Faryab -- whose 
arrest earlier this month ignited 
the protests.

Another protester, Massoud 
Khan, said: “We have been on 
the streets for 20 days now. We 
are not going to stop our protests 
unless our demands are met.” 

Observers say President 
Ashraf Ghani, an ethnic Pashtun, 
gave the green light for Dostum 
to come home to stabilise the 
north and secure Uzbek support 
before next year’s presidential 
election, which he is widely ex-
pected to contest.

Dostum left Afghanistan in 
May 2017 after he was accused 
of organising the rape and tor-
ture of a political rival.

He had denied the allega-
tions and said his departure was 
for medical check-ups and fam-
ily reasons.

Ghani in 2009 described 
Dostum as a “known killer”. Yet 
he chose him as his running 
mate in the 2014 presidential 

election, underlining the some-
times uncomfortable ethnic 
realities of Afghan politics.

Presidential spokesman 
Haroon Chakhansuri said yes-
terday that Dostum had been 

“treated” and would resume his 
duties upon his return.

Seven of Dostum’s body-

guards have been convicted of 
the sexual assault and illegal im-
prisonment of Ahmad Ishchi, a 
former governor of the northern 
province of Jowzjan, in 2016.

Dostum allegedly had Ishchi 
abducted in Jowzjan and then 
kept him hostage in his private 
compound for several days, 
where the captive was said to 
have been tortured and sodo-
mised. Chakhansuri deflected 
questions about whether Dos-
tum would face charges over the 
incident, saying “the judiciary is 
an independent body, the gov-
ernment does not interfere in 
their decisions”.

Dostum is one of several 
controversial figures whom 
Kabul has sought to reintegrate 
into mainstream politics since 
the US-led invasion in 2001.

His heroic status in the north 
belies the barbarities for which 
he is known.  Dostum, who 
helped the United States oust 
the Taliban regime in 2001, al-
legedly allowed hundreds of Tali-
ban prisoners to be suffocated in 
shipping containers. 

Los Angeles (US), July 22 (PTI/AP): A man 
shot his grandmother and girlfriend and 
then led police on a car chase that ended 
when he crashed into a pole and ran inside 
a busy supermarket as bullets from officers 
shattered the front doors. 

About three hours after he took hos-
tages in the store, the suspect surrendered.

One woman was killed inside the 
supermarket, Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti said.

Officers with riot gear, armed with ri-
fles, stood along the side of the Trader Joe’s 
in the Silver Lake area yesterday afternoon 
and used mirrors to try to look inside as 
hostages periodically came out the front 
door with the hands raised. At least one 
person was injured but expected to survive.

The suspect walked out with a cluster 
of four hostages and appeared to be al-
ready handcuffed as the group emerged 
through the front door. Police immediately 
surrounded the suspect, searched him and 
then brought him to a waiting ambulance. 
The man appeared to have blood on his 
left arm.

Investigators believe the suspect, 
whose name hasn’t been released, had shot 
his grandmother and girlfriend in South 
Los Angeles and then fled in a 2015 Toyota 
Camry, Sgt. Barry Montgomery, a Los An-
geles police spokesman, said.

Officers spotted the suspect’s car near 
Hollywood and tried to pull him over, but 
the man refused to stop and led officers 
on a pursuit, he said. During the chase, the 
suspect shot “multiple rounds” at offic-
ers, though no officers were struck by the 
gunfire, he said.

At least one officer is believed to have 
returned fire, Montgomery said.

The suspect eventually crashed his car 
outside of the Trader Joe’s supermarket and 

then ran into the store. An Associated Press 
employee who lives in the area reported 
seeing a car crashed into a utility pole out-
side the store.

Don Kohles, 91, was walking into the 
supermarket when he saw a car being 
chased police crash into a pole just out-
side. Police fired at the driver, shattering 
the store’s glass doors and Kohles and oth-
ers inside took cover and laid on the floor 
as the suspect ran into the store, he said.

He could hear others around him sob-
bing as the man ran toward the back of the 
store and yell at people, but Kohles said he 
never heard any more gunshots.

After about 30 minutes, police came 
inside and rushed some of the customers 
out, he said.

People frantically tried to flee from 
the store and some were seen climbing 
through windows, jumping down about 
8 feet (2.44 metres), and others darted 
through the back door.

Christian Dunlop, a real estate agent 
and actor who lives nearby, said he was 
watching from the corner when he saw 
four people flee out the front of the store. 
An employee was dragging an injured 
woman by the hands out the front door, 
he said.

One woman who was injured was 
taken to the hospital in stable condition, 
according to David Ortiz, a fire department 
spokesman, though it was unclear how 
she was injured. Officials said they had 18 
ambulances and 100 firefighters staged at 
the scene.

Montgomery said the situation was still 
unfolding and hostages were still inside 
the store.

Officers are “trying to get the suspect 
to surrender and bring this to a peaceful 
conclusion,” he said.

Tehran, July 22 (PTI/AFP): Iran’s President 
Hassan Rouhani today warned the United 
States not to “play with the lion’s tail”, saying 
that conflict with Iran would be the “mother 
of all wars”.

Addressing his US counterpart Donald 
Trump, Rouhani said: “You declare war and 
then you speak of wanting to support the 
Iranian people.

“You cannot provoke the Iranian people 
against their own security and interests,” he 
said in a televised speech at a gathering of 
Iranian diplomats in Tehran.

Rouhani repeated his warning that Iran 
could shut down the strategic Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital shipping lane for international 
oil supplies.

“We have always guaranteed the secu-
rity of this strait. Do not play with the lion’s 
tail, you will regret it forever,” he said.

“Peace with Iran would be the mother 

of all peace and war with Iran would be the 
mother of all wars.” Rouhani spoke ahead 
of a much-trailed speech by US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo later today, seen as 
part of Washington’s efforts to foment unrest 
against the Islamic government in Iran.

The US is seeking to tighten the eco-
nomic screws on Iran, abandoning a land-
mark 2015 nuclear deal and reimposing 
stringent sanctions.

Washington has also launched con-
certed propaganda efforts in Iran, includ-
ing social media campaigns, designed to 
exacerbate popular discontent.

“Whenever Europe has sought an agree-
ment with us, the White House has sown 
discord,” Rouhani said. 

But he added, “We must not think that 
the White House will remain forever at this 
level of opposition to international law, 
against the Muslim world.

Moscow, July 22 (IANS): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and his French coun-
terpart Emmanuel Macron 
have discussed the imple-
mentation of a joint initia-
tive on delivering relief to 
Syria, the Kremlin said.

“Special attention was 
devoted to humanitarian 
aspects of the Syrian set-
tlement process, includ-
ing the implementation 
of a joint Russian-French 
initiative on rendering as-

sistance to the population 
of Eastern Ghouta,” the 
Kremlin said in a state-
ment on Saturday, Xinhua 
reported.

Earlier on Saturday, 
the Russian Defence Min-
istry said that a Russian 
military transport aircraft 
had delivered 44 tonnes of 
humanitarian cargo from 
France to Syria.

The two leaders also 
discussed a number of 
international and regional 

issues as a follow-up to 
the talks held on July 15 in 
Moscow, according to the 
Kremlin statement.

On July 15, Putin and 
Macron discussed the 
positive developments in 
Russia-France relations 
at their talks held in the 
Kremlin. 

Putin confirmed that 
the mechanisms of co-
operation between the 
two countries are being 
restored.

Peshawar, July 22 (PTI): A former provincial 
minister and senior leader of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf was today killed when a 
suicide bomber blew himself up near his car in 
the troubled Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, 
police said.

Ikramullah Gandapur, a candidate for the 
provincial assembly seat from PK-99 constitu-
ency, was on his way to an election meeting 
when the bomber targeted his vehicle in Dera 
Ismail Khan district.

His driver was also killed in the attack while 
three bodyguards were badly injured, Dera 
Ismail Khan DPO Manzoor Afridi said.

Gandapur had sustained critical wounds in 
the suicide blast this morning and was rushed 
to a Peshawar hospital by helicopter, however 
he succumbed to his injuries during treatment 
after fighting for his life for over four hours.

Gandapur had served as the provincial 
agricultural minister in the PTI-led Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government.

He was elected through a by-election on 
the Dera Ismail Khan PK-67 seat, after it was 
vacated following the death of his brother and 
law minister Israrullah Gandapur in a suicide 
attack.

Afridi said Gandapur was returning after 
attending a corner meeting in Kulachi tehsil 
when the suicide bomber blew himself up 
close to his vehicle in a narrow muddy street.

Soon after the blast the police and officials 
of the security forces cordoned off the area and 
started search operation. 

Around the same time that Gandapur 
came under attack, Jamiat-Ulema-Islam-Fazl 
(JUI-F) leader Akram Khan Durrani, a former 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa chief minister, also sur-
vived a second assassination attempt in less 
than 10 days.

Durrani was to address a political con-
vention when his vehicle was ambushed by 
unknown gunmen in his home district Bannu, 
bordering North Waziristan district.

The gunmen opened indiscriminate fire 
on Durrani’s vehicle from the front. However, 
he remained unhurt in the attack.

Durrani is contesting for NA-35 under the 
Muttahida Majlise-e-Amal (MMA) banner 
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief 
Imran Khan.

This is the third attack on election candi-
dates in Bannu district and second on Durrani 
ahead of the July 25 general election.

On July 13, an attack targeting JUI-F’s cen-
tral general secretary killed four persons and 
wounded as many as 39. Durrani, however, 
remained unhurt in the attack. 

On the same day, 149 people, including 
a top nationalist leader, were killed and over 
200 others injured in a powerful suicide blast 
in Mastung area in the troubled Balochistan 
province. 

The security situation in Pakistan has de-
teriorated ahead of polls. The campaigning for 
the general election has been hit hard by ter-
rorist attacks claimed by the Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan and ISIS outfits.

Islamabad, July 22 (PTI/AFP): There is the ecologist, the 
“semi-corrupt”, the opportunist, and the indestructible. 
Alongside Pakistan’s mainstream politicians a battery of 
flamboyant candidates are contesting nationwide elec-
tions on July 25.

Here are five who each embody the myriad challenges 
facing the country.
- Ayaz Memon Motiwala, the ecologist - 
To make his point, Ayaz Memon Motiwala campaigns 
from the gutters.

Running as an independent in Pakistan’s largest city 
of Karachi, Motiwala prefers to get his anti-corruption, 
pro-environment message out as he lies in pools of sew-
age -- all while draped in Pakistan’s green and white flag.

“If they do not cover the gutters then this is my right 
to sit inside the gutter and protest,” Motiwala tells AFP.

Motiwala has chosen the water tap as his election 
symbol.

Water is a highly charged issue, with experts saying 
Pakistan faces “absolute scarcity” -- less than 500 cubic 
metres available per person nationwide -- by 2025. 

“Vote for me -- but even if you don’t -- please remem-
ber that clean water is the need of hour,” Motiwala tells 
voters.
- Radesh Singh Tony, the brave - 
Radesh Singh Tony is the first independent candidate 
from Pakistan’s Sikh minority to run in conservative, 
northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

The odds are already heavily stacked against Tony in 
a constituency populated with around 130,000 mostly 
Muslim registered voters, compared to just 160 Sikhs.

His two opponents come from parties backed by 
hardline religious organisations with links to militant 
groups.

The contest comes just months after local Sikh com-
munity leader Charanjeet Singh was shot dead, and 
weeks after an bomb attack killed over 20 people at an 
election rally in the provincial capital.

If elected, Tony has vowed to serve all communities 
equally, but is still wary of simmering threats.

“We are vulnerable targets,” Tony says. “We are cam-
paigning in an atmosphere of fear.” 
- Ali Wazir, the indestructible - 
Hailing from militancy-wracked South Waziristan, Ali 
Wazir’s losses in the country’s long war with insurgents 
are horrifying.

Wazir has had 10 relatives killed by militants, who 
have also destroyed his home, orchards and petrol sta-
tion since the military first took the fight to the Pakistani 
Taliban more than a decade ago.

But he has never backed down.
As a rare vocal critic of both the Taliban and Paki-

stan’s powerful security establishment, Wazir has risen 
to prominence for taking the military to task over heavy-
handedness against local civilians during the fight with 
insurgents.

“I am contesting elections at the demands of my 
people,” said Wazir in an online video. “I will struggle for 
their rights.” 
- Nawab Amber Shahzada, 41 times defeated - 
Shahzada’s moustache is surmounted by sunglasses and 
a garnet headdress, while a thin red scarf adorns the neck 
of a candidate seeking to be the “king of politics”.

But Shahzada is a lonely king at the head of a party of 
which he is the only member, who in the last 32 years has 
competed in 41 elections, and never won one.

In 1990 his party was refused registration when he 
vowed to provide Pakistanis with residential plots on the 
moon.  In 2013 he won just seven votes.

But he says it’s all satire.
“Politicians are making us fools, they are misleading 

the public, and I try to make people aware with my funny 
style,” he told AFP.

His slogan? “Need-based corruption”. If elected, Shah-
zada vows to be “semi-corrupt”.

That is opposed to the “full-corrupt” politicians cur-
rently in power, he says.
- Mir Abdul Karim Nousherwani, the weather vane - 
Opportunism is his ideology. Since 1985, Abdul Karim 
Nousherwani of southern Balochistan, Pakistan’s poorest 
and most unstable province, has changed party seven 
times and been elected twice as an independent.

This time he will compete for the Balochistan Awami 
Party, a local provincial organisation.

By aligning with the ruling parties that he gets devel-
opment projects for his territory, he says.

“The moment he feels the power ship is sinking, he 
will be the first to jump out for another ship,” says another 
parliamentarian, on condition of anonymity. 

Nousherwani, who first worked as a driver, was un-
able to run in the 2002 and 2008 elections because he did 
not graduate from school. 

Pak court gives life sentence to PML-N 
candidate; ECP cancels election

Suicide attack at Kabul airport leaves 11 dead, 14 wounded — Officials

Shooting suspect in standoff at 
US market; one woman killed

Rouhani says conflict with Iran 
would be ‘mother of all wars’

Putin, Macron discuss joint 
humanitarian aid to Syria

Pak candidate killed in suicide blast

From gutters and war 
zones, Pakistan’s colourful 
election candidates

Pak’s July 25 election misfortune
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Taylor Swift sued over gaming app title
Singer Taylor Swift has been accused of stealing the name of her gaming application. 
The singer launched The Swift Life in 2017 to introduce fans to a special social network, 
through which devotees can gain access to exclusive content. However, small business 
owner Patrick Benot claims he obtained the rights to the name for his computer con-
sulting company a decade ago and now he’s suing Swift for trademark infringement. In 
legal papers obtained by tmz.com, he alleges the pop star’s new application has sparked 
confusion among consumers, with her fans inundating his SwiftLife email helpline with 
questions about her product. Benot argues that Swift and her representatives should 
have known better because she has registered multiple trademarks for other ventures. 
He is seeking to protect his brand and force Swift to pay him unspecified damages. (IANS)

T
housands have 
signed an online 
petition asking Walt 
Disney Co to rehire 
“Guardians of the 

Galaxy” writer-director James 
Gunn, who was fired from the 
threequel.

The development came 
a day after a series of old 
offensive tweets made by 
the filmmaker resurfaced on 
social media.

In the old tweets, screen-
shots of which are avail-
able online, the 51-year-old 
director cracked crude jokes 
dealing with pedophilia and 
rape. The screenshots of 
Gunn’s tweets, which ranged 
from 2009 through 2012, were 
shared by a conservative web-
site The Daily Caller.

The petition, titled ‘RE-
HIRE JAMES GUNN’ on web-
site change.org was started 
by a Chandler Edwards, has 

gained over 30,000 signatures 
in Gunn’s support. 

Edwards writes he agrees 
that the studio had “full right” 
to sack the director from the 
job but the argument does not 
hold water as Gunn was not 
working for Disney when he 
had shared those tweets.

“I agree on the point that if 
people say a bunch of stupid 
shit while working for a studio, 
the studio has full right to fire 
him over the possible con-
troversy. This situation is very 
different though as he made 
these jokes years before he 
was working for Disney and 
also the fact that they were 
jokes,” the petition read.

Fellow director Joe Car-
nahan (“The Grey”, “Smokin’ 
Aces”) also shared the petition 
on Twitter.

After being sacked, Gunn, 
who has been quite vocal 
in his criticism of US Presi-

dent Donald Trump, issued 
an apology on Twitter and 
claimed that he has changed 
over the years. 

“It’s not to say I’m better, 
but I am very, very different 
than I was a few years ago; 
today I try to root my work 
in love and connection and 
less in anger. My days saying 
something just because it’s 
shocking and trying to get a 
reaction are over,” he said in 
another tweet.

The filmmaker also issued 
a statement where he “regret-
ted” the tweets and stressed 
that “they don’t reflect the 
person I am today”.

Actor Dave Bautista, who 
plays Drax the Destroyer in 
the “Guardians of the Galaxy” 
franchise, took to Twitter to 
defend the director.

“I will have more to say 
but for right now all I will say is 
this..@JamesGunn is one of the 

most loving, caring, good na-
tured people I have ever met. 

“He’s gentle and kind and 
cares deeply for people and 
animals. He’s made mistakes. 
We all have. I’m not ok with 
what’s happening to him,” 
Bautista said.

David Dastmalchian, who 
played Kurt in “Ant Man” and 
its sequel, also came out in 
support of the filmmaker, 
calling Gunn “one of the most 
amazing people I’ve known”.

“Guardians of the Galaxy” 
lead Chris Pratt, however, 
evaded questions related to 
Gunn during a Q&A session 
round for “The Lego Movie 2: 
The Second Part” at San Diego 
Comic-Con. 

Gunn was in the middle of 
writing the script for the third 
film, which was scheduled to 
begin shooting in Atlanta in 
the fall for a 2020 release date.

PTI

T
he new season 
of “Family Guy” 
has its lenses 
trained towards 
US President 

Donald Trump and fake 
news. 

According to EW, the 
animated Fox comedy 
series will offer up an epi-
sode that mocks Trump. 

In the new install-
ment, which is expected 
to air sometime during 
season 17, President 
Trump discovers that 
Peter is an expert seller of 
fake news. He hires Peter 
as his new Communica-
tions Director, and the 
Griffins move to Washing-
ton, DC.

When Meg has an “un-
pleasant encounter” with 
the POTUS, though, rela-
tions between Trump and 
Peter turn sour, leading to 
“an epic battle” between 
the duo.

“Although this episode 
was written almost a year 
ago, fortunately Trump 
has done nothing since 
then to embarrass himself 
or our nation,” said Family 
Guy co-showrunners Rich 
Appel and Alec Sulkin said 
in a statement.

With this episode, 
“Family Guy” is continu-
ing to ridicule Trump as it 
did in its 2016’s for-your-
consideration Emmy 
mailer campaign featured 
Peter as Trump, with his 
famous hair that recently 
saw popular host Jimmy 
Fallon at the centre of a 
Twitter war, asking, “As 
long as we’re voting for 
dumb loudmouths, can I 
get an Emmy?” 

Later that year, an 
episode of the show 
contained a live-action bit 
that used real audio from 
Trump’s Access Holly-
wood hot-mic scandal.

“Family Guy” creator 
Seth MacFarlane, who 
also created other Fox-
owned series “American 
Dad” and “The Orville”, 
has been outspoken 
on social media about 
Trump-related issues, 
including Fox News.

PTI

L
indsay Lohan’s planned 
reality series based 
on her new resort 
business in Greece 
is moving forward 

and will start shooting in 
 August, sources exclu-
sively tell Page Six.

Sources told us that 
Bunim/Murray Produc-
tions — which has made 
such hits as “Keeping 
Up With the Kardashi-
ans” and “Road 
Rules,” as well as 
Dina and Ali Lo-
han’s short-lived 
“Living Lohan” — 
will be behind the 
show for MTV.

Lindsay 
hinted in 
a recent 
New 
York 
Times 
profile 

that she had a series for MTV in 
mind, but did not elaborate on 
any details.

“Lindsay is telling pals that 
she has a signed deal for a new 
reality show,” said a source. “Bu-
nim/Murray is producing, and it’s 
about Lindsay’s new beach club 
in Greece.”

The source added that the 
series — “a cooler, hipper, edgier 
‘Vanderpump Rules,’ ” presum-
ably with Lohan at the center as 
the Lisa Vanderpump-like charac-
ter — will start filming at her new 
Lohan Beach House on Mykonos 
in August.

The source said the show will 
introduce Lohan and the 

central characters while 
the Mykonos scene is in 
full swing — and then, 
after the summer, will 
shift to follow Lohan 
and her crew going 
about launching a 
new location of the 

beach club. Reports have said Lo-
han is opening another location 
in Rhodes, Greece, soon.

She also previously licensed 
her name to an Athens club.

“The show will have this Euro-
pean flavor to it,” said an insider. 
“Lindsay feels that it’s not so 
uptight like filming in Los Angeles 
or New York, and they can get a 
better cast of characters.”

The source said there could 
be “a lot of English” guest stars, as 
they are closer to the Greek party 
scene.

Lohan has designed every as-
pect of the Mykonos club, reports 
have said, down to the playlists.

Reps for Lohan, Bunim/Mur-
ray and MTV did not comment.

MTV recently launched MTV 
Studios and announced plans 
for reboots of its classic series 
“Daria,” “Made,” “Aeon Flux” and 
“The Real World” with Bunim/
Murray.

pagesix.com

G
eorge Michael’s 
family have hit 
back at his former 
lover Fadi Fawaz’s 
“distressing” claim 

that the singer killed himself 
after five attempts.

Fawaz claimed Michael 
died on Christmas eve in 2016, 
his late mother’s birthday, 
and not Christmas Day as was 
thought.

A coroner ruled the 2016 
death was due to natural causes 
and that there was no need for 
an inquest or further inquiries.

But in emails, Fadi said 

Michael killed himself, adding: 
“It took five attempts.”

However a source close to 
Michael’s family told mirror.
co.uk: “These claims are wrong 
and impossible to reconcile 
with the findings of the coroner 
who, after a thorough investiga-
tion, concluded that George 
died of natural causes.

“If there were any doubt 
there would have been an 
inquest. It is very distressing 
for George’s family and friends 
who have already suffered the 
trauma of his untimely passing 
to still be faced with inaccurate 

and upsetting stories of this 
nature.”

In emails reported on Fri-
day, Fawaz wrote: “I’m sick and 
tired of people asking me what 
happened on Christmas Day.

“Well George died on his 
mother’s birthday, so that 
might answer a few questions. 
Not to mention it took five 
attempts to manage to end his 
life. I think it’s important for the 
story.”

Michael’s mother Lesley 
Harrison was born on Decem-
ber 24, 1938, and died in 1997.

IANS

A 
TV reboot of “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer” is in 
development at 20th 
Century Fox Television, 
Variety has confirmed.

Original series creator Joss 
Whedon is onboard to execu-
tive produce, with writer Monica 
Owusu-Breen attached to write the 
script. The rebooted series will see a 
black actress take over the title role, 
which was played in the series by 
Sarah Michelle Gellar.

Gail Berman, Joe Earley, Fran Ka-
zui and Kaz Kazui will also executive 
produce. No network is attached to 
the series, but it will no doubt stir up 
a bidding war among various net-
works and streaming services when 
it is taken to market.

Breen’s previous credits include 
“Agents of SHIELD,” which is execu-
tive produced by Whedon. She also 
developed and served as showrun-
ner on “Midnight, Texas” at NBC, 
but departed the show after one 
season. She has also written and 
produced shows like “Charmed,” 
“Alias,” “Brothers & Sisters,” and 
“Fringe.” She is repped by WME.

The rebooted series also marks 
the latest television project Whedon 

has lined up in the past few months. 
Just last week HBO announced 
they had given a straight-to-series 
order to “The Nevers,” a sci-fi drama 
that Whedon will write, direct, and 
executive produce in addition to 
serving as showrunner.  He is also 
an executive producer on “Pippa 
Smith: Grown-Up Detective,” a half-
hour comedy series in development 
at Freeform.

The original “Buffy the Vampire 

Slayer” series was based on the 
1992 film of the same name, which 
Whedon wrote and starred Kristy 
Swanson as Buffy. The show ran for 
seven seasons and 145 episodes and 
is frequently cited as one of the best 
shows ever made. In addition to 
Gellar, it starred Nicholas Brendon, 
Alyson Hannigan, Anthony Head, 
James Marsters, Emma Caulfield 
Ford, and David Boreanaz.
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‘Do-gooders’ likely to attract 
hatred at work — Study

How the latest tech and some healthy activism can curb fake news

Parachutes for NASA’s Orion spacecraft 
passes key flight simulation test

NASA yet to hear from storm-hit Mars Opportunity rover

Blood Moon: Prepare for the longest 
lunar eclipse of this century on July 27

Smartphone use may affect teenagers’ memory

This wearable sensor can detect stress level from sweat

NASA launches tools to increase commercial use of satellite data

Toronto, July 22 (PTI): 
Being a ‘do-gooder’ may 
sometimes backfire, say 
scientists who found that 
highly cooperative and 
generous people can at-
tract hatred, especially 
in competitive circum-
stances.

“Most of the time we 
like the cooperators, the 
good guys. We like it when 
the bad guys get their 
comeuppance, and when 
non-cooperators are pun-
ished,” said Pat Barclay, a 
psychology professor at 
University of Guelph in 
Canada.

“But some of the time, 
cooperators are the ones 

that get punished. People 
will hate on the really good 
guys. This pattern has 
been found in every cul-
ture in which it has been 
looked at,” said Barclay.

Some people like to 
bring cooperators down 
a peg, especially if they 
think the good guys make 
them look bad in the work-
place, boardroom or other 
organisation, he said.

The study, published 
in the journal Psychologi-
cal Science, found that 
cooperative behaviour at-
tracted punishment most 
often in groups whose 
members compete with 
each other. This was even 

the case when punish-
ing or derogating the do-
gooder lessened benefits 
for the entire group, in-
cluding the punisher.

Howe ve r,  w i t h o u t 
competition, cooperation 
increased, the study said.

Be i n g  s u s p i c i o u s, 
jealous or hostile toward 
those who seem better 
or nicer or holier than us 
appears to run deep in the 
psychological makeup of 
humans, Barclay said.

Anthropological evi-
dence from egalitarian 
hunter-gatherer societies 
suggests a similar social 
phenomenon prevented 
excellent hunters from 

dominating the group, 
Barclay said.

“In a lot of these societ-
ies, they defend their equal 
status by bringing down 
somebody who could po-
tentially lord things over 
everybody else,” he said.

“ You can imagine 
within an organisation 
today the attitude, ‘Hey, 
you’re working too hard 
and making the rest of us 
look bad.’ In some organi-
zations people are known 
for policing how hard oth-
ers work, to make sure 
no one is raising the bar 
from what is expected,” 
he added.

The same social dy-

namic may affect actions 
to protect the environ-
ment, which requires act-
ing both individually and 
cooperatively for the good 
of all, Barclay added.

People who do noth-
ing for the environment 
risk damaging their repu-
tation, and may instead 
choose to attack the mo-
tives of environmentalists, 
he said.

“It is a way of bringing 
those people back down, 
and stopping them from 
looking better than oneself 
in their attempts to pro-
tect the environment or 
address social inequality,” 
Barclay said.

Washington, July 21 (IANS): The para-
chutes for NASA’s next crew vehicle, the 
Orion capsule, intended to carry humans to 
deep space, has successfully passed a drop 
test, the US space agency said.

Orion’s full parachute system includes 
11 parachutes three forward-bay cover 
parachutes, two drogue parachutes, three 
pilot parachutes, and three main para-
chutes.

These are designed to reduce the cap-
sule’s speed during its descent back to 
Earth, supporting a safe landing in the 
ocean.

The parachute system were “deployed 
as planned after being dropped from an 
altitude of 6.6 miles [10.6 kilometers) on 
July 12, at the US Army Proving Ground in 
Yuma, Arizona”, NASA said in a statement. 

Data from, the seventh of eight total 
tests, “will help NASA engineers certify 
Orion’s parachutes for missions with as-
tronauts” to moon and Mars. 

The test evaluated parachute deploy-
ment under conditions that exceeded the 

requirements for a system carrying crew. 
Engineers dropped the dart-shaped 

test article from an altitude that allowed 
it to generate enough speed to simulate 
almost twice as much force on the main 
chutes as would be expected under normal 
conditions. 

Each of Orion’s three main parachutes 
expands to 116 feet in diameter and con-
tains enough fabric to cover 80 yards of a 
football field, but is carried aboard Orion 
in containers the size of a large suitcase. 

For storage, the parachutes are com-
pacted with hydraulic presses at forces of 
up to 80,000 pounds, baked for two days 
and vacuumed sealed. 

Once packed, they have a density of 
about 40 pounds per cubic foot, which is 
roughly the same as wood from an oak 
tree.

The last test in the series, scheduled 
for September, will use a capsule-shaped 
test article representative of the spacecraft 
NASA will use on Orion’s upcoming mis-
sions.

Washington, July 21 (IANS): 
NASA is yet to make contact 
with its Mars Opportunity 
rover ever since a massive 
storm started on the Red 
Planet in June.

Based on the longev-
ity of a 2001 global storm, 
NASA scientists estimate 
it may be September be-
fore the haze has cleared 
enough for Opportunity to 
power up and call home, 
the US space agency said 
this week.

Scientists first observed 
a smaller-scale dust storm 
on May 30. By June 20, it 
had gone global. 

For the Opportunity 
rover, that meant a sudden 
drop in visibility from a 
clear, sunny day to that of 
an overcast one. 

Because Opportunity 
runs on solar energy, scien-
tists had to suspend science 

activities to preserve the 
rover’s batteries. 

NASA said no response 
has been received from the 
rover as of July 18.

Luckily, all that dust acts 
as an atmospheric insula-
tor, keeping nighttime tem-
peratures from dropping 
down to lower than what 
Opportunity can handle. 

But the nearly 15-year-
old rover is not out of the 
woods yet as it could take 
weeks, or even months, for 
the dust to start settling. 

When the skies begin to 
clear, Opportunity’s solar 
panels may be covered by a 
fine film of dust. That could 
delay a recovery of the rover 
as it gathers energy to re-
charge its batteries. A gust 
of wind would help, but is 
not a requirement for a full 
recovery, NASA said.

While the Opportunity 

The term “fake news” 
has become ubiqui-
tous over the past two 

years. The Cambridge Eng-
lish dictionary defines it as 
“false stories that appear to 
be news, spread on the in-
ternet or using other media, 
usually created to influence 
political views or as a joke”.

As part of a global push 
to curb the spread of de-
liberate misinformation, 
researchers are trying to 
understand what drives 
people to share fake news 
and how its endorsement 
can propagate through a 
social network.

But humans are com-
plex social animals, and 
technology misses the rich-
ness of human learning and 
interactions.

That’s why we decided 

to take a different approach 
in our research. We used the 
latest techniques from arti-
ficial intelligence to study 
how support for – or op-
position to – a piece of fake 
news can spread within a 
social network. We believe 
our model is more realistic 
than previous approaches 
because individuals in our 
model learn endogenously 
from their interactions with 
the environment and not 
just follow prescribed rules. 
Our novel approach allowed 
us to learn a number of new 
things about how fake news 
is spread.

The main take away 
from our research is that 
when it comes to prevent-
ing the spread of fake news, 
privacy is key. It is important 
to keep your personal data 

to yourself and be cautious 
when providing informa-
tion to large social media 
websites or search engines.

The most recent wave of 
technological innovations 
has brought us the data-
centric web 2.0 and with it 
a number of fundamental 
challenges to user privacy 
and the integrity of news 
shared in social networks. 
But as our research shows, 
there’s reason to be optimis-
tic that technology, paired 
with a healthy dose of indi-
vidual activism, might also 
provide solutions to the 
scourge of fake news.
Modelling human behav-
iour
Existing literature models 
the spread of fake news in 
a social network in one of 
two ways.

In the first instance, you 
could model what happens 
when people observe what 
their neighbours do and 

then use this information in 
a complicated calculation 
to optimally update their 
beliefs about the world.

The second approach 
assumes that people fol-
low a simple majority rule: 
everyone does what most of 
their neighbours do.

But both approaches 
have their shortcomings. 
They cannot mimic what 
happens when someone’s 
mind is changed after sev-
eral conversations or inter-
actions.

Our research differed. 
We modelled humans as 
agents who develop their 
own strategies on how to 
update their views on a 
piece of news given their 
neighbours’ actions. We 
then introduced an adver-
sary that tried to spread fake 
news and compared how 
efficient the adversary was 
when he had knowledge 
about the strength of other 

agents’ beliefs compared to 
when he didn’t.

So in a real world ex-
ample, an adversary de-
termined to spread fake 
news might first read your 
Facebook profile and see 
what you believe, then tailor 
his disinformation to try 
and match your beliefs to 
increase the likelihood that 
you share the fake news he 
sent to you.

We learnt a few new 
things about how fake news 
is spread. For example, we 
show that providing feed-
back about news that’s been 
shared means that its easier 
for people to detect fake 
news.

Our work also suggests 
that artificially injecting a 
certain amount of fake news 
into a social network can 
train users to better spot 
fake news.

Crucially, we can also 
use models like ours to 

come up with strategies on 
how to curb the spread of 
fake news.

There are three things 
we have learned from this 
research about what ev-
eryone can do to stop fake 
news.
Fighting fake news
Because humans learn from 
their neighbours, who learn 
from their neighbours, and 
so on, everybody who de-
tects and flags fake news 
can help prevent the spread 
of fake news on the net-
work. When we modelled 
how the spread of fake news 
can be prevented, we found 
the single best way was to 
allow users to provide feed-
back to their friends about 
a piece of news they shared.

Beyond pointing out 
fake news, you can also 
praise a friend when they 
share a well researched and 
balanced piece of quality 
journalism. Importantly, 

this praise can happen even 
when you disagree with 
the conclusion or political 
point of view expressed in 
the article.

Studies in human psy-
chology and reinforcement 
learning show that people 
adapt their behaviour in 
response to negative and 
positive feedback – par-
ticularly when this feedback 
comes from within their 
social circle.

The second big lesson 
was: keep your data to your-
self.

The web 2.0 was built 
on the premise that com-
panies offer free services 
in exchange for users’ data. 
Billions followed the siren’s 
call, turning Facebook, 
Google, Twitter, and Linke-
dIn into multi-billion dollar 
behemoths. But as these 
companies grew, more and 
more data was collected. 
Some estimate that as much 

as 90% of all the world’s data 
has only been created in the 
past few years.

Do not give your per-
sonal information away 
easily or freely. Whenever 
possible, use tools that are 
fully encrypted and very 
little information is collect-
ed about you online. There 
is a more secure and more 
privacy-focused alternative 
for most applications, from 
search engines to messag-
ing apps.

Social media sites don’t 
yet have privacy-focused 
alternatives. Luckily the 
emergence of blockchain 
has provided a new technol-
ogy that could solve the pri-
vacy-profitability paradox. 
Instead of having to trust 
Facebook to keep your data 
secure, you can now put it 
on a decentralised block-
chain that was designed to 
operate as a trustless envi-
ronment.  

team waits in earnest to 
hear from the rover, scien-
tists on other Mars missions 
have gotten a rare chance to 
study this storm.

The Mars Reconnais-
sance Orbiter (MRO), Mars 
Odyssey, and Mars Atmo-
sphere and Volatile Evolu-
tioN (MAVEN) orbiters are 

all tailoring their observa-
tions of the Red Planet to 
study this global storm and 
learn more about Mars’ 
weather patterns. 

Meanwhile, the Curios-
ity rover is studying the dust 
storm from the Martian sur-
face, the US space agency 
added.

Hyderabad, July 22 (PTI): 
There will be a total lunar 
eclipse around the mid-
night of July 27 which is 
expected to be this cen-
tury’s longest, an expert 
said on Thursday.

This time, the moon 
would pass right through 
the centre of the earth’s 
shadow which makes 
it the first central lunar 
eclipse after the one in 
June 2011, B G Sidharth, 
Director of BM Birla Sci-
ence Centre here said.

During the eclipse, the 
moon will appear red, giv-
ing it the nickname “blood 
moon.”

“It is occurring at a 
time when the moon is at 
its farthest distance from 
the earth and so it will 
be the longest total lunar 
eclipse in this century.

The totality itself will 
last for an hour and 43 
minutes,” he said in a re-
lease.

The eclipse is visible 
from countries in Africa, 

Central Asia, South Amer-
ica, Europe and Australia.

The eclipse can be 
seen from all over the 
country when there are 
no clouds, the release said.

The ecl ipse itself 
will begin a little before 
midnight at about11.15 
p. m . I S T. ( Pe n u m b ra l 
Eclipse begins at 22:44:47 
at Hyderabad).

This is what is called 
the first contact when 
the partial lunar eclipse 
begins,” it said.

After this, the moon 
will get deeper and deep-
er into the earths shadow.

The greatest part of 
the lunar eclipse happens 
at 51 minutes 44 seconds 
past midnight (IST), it 
said.

T h e n  s l o w l y  t h e 
eclipse will  start de-
creasing and finally at 
about3.58 amof July 28, 
the eclipse would be in 
the partial phase for one 
hour and nine minutes, 
it said.

London, July 20 (IANS): In-
creased exposure to radia-
tion from mobile phones 
may impact memory in 
your teenage children, 
warn Swiss researchers.

The findings showed 
that exposure to radiofre-
quency electromagnetic 
fields (RF-EMF) emitting 
from mobile phone use for 
over a year can have a nega-
tive effect on the develop-
ment of figural memory in 
adolescents. 

Figural  memor y is 
mainly located in the right 
brain hemisphere and as-
sociation with RF-EMF was 

more pronounced in ado-
lescents using the mobile 
phone on the right side of 
the head. 

“This may suggest that 
indeed RF-EMF absorbed 
by the brain is responsible 
for the observed associa-
tions,” said Martin Roosli, 
Head of Environmental 
Exposures and Health at 
the Swiss Tropical and Pub-
lic Health Institute (Swiss 
TPH) in Switzerland.

“Potential risks to the 
brain can be minimized by 
using headphones or the 
loud speaker while calling, 
in particular when network 

quality is low and the mo-
bile phone is functioning 
at maximum power.”

Importantly,  other 
aspects of wireless com-
munication use, such as 
sending text messages, 
playing games or browsing 
the internet showed only 
marginal RF-EMF expo-
sure to the brain and were 
not associated with the 
development of memory 
performance. 

However, “it is not yet 
clear how RF-EMF could 
potentially affect brain pro-
cesses or how relevant our 
findings are in the long-

term”, Roosli said, empha-
sising the need for further 
research to rule out the 
influence of other factors. 

For the study, reported 
in the journal Environment 
International, the team 
analysed 700 adolescents, 
aged 12 to 17 years, over the 
course of one year. 

The study follows up a 
report in 2015 with twice 
the sample size and more 
recent information on the 
absorption of RF-EMF in 
adolescents’ brains during 
different types of wireless 
communication device 
use.  

Washington, July 20 (IANS): 
NASA has launched an on-
line toolkit to make it easier 
for users to find, analyse 
and utilise the most relevant 
satellite data for their re-
search, business projects or 
conservation efforts.

The “Remote Sensing 
Toolkit” provides a simple 
system that quickly identi-
fies relevant sources based 
on user input, NASA said in 
a statement on Thursday. 

The toolkit is designed 
to help users search for 
data, as well as ready-to-
use tools and code to build 
new tools.

“This new tool makes 
finding and using NASA 

satellite data easier than 
ever before, and we hope it 
sparks innovation among 
the entrepreneurial com-
munity and leads 
to further com-
m e r c i a l i s a -
tion of NASA 
technology 
and benefits 
p e o p l e 
across the 
world,” said 
Daniel Lock-
n e y,  N A S A’s 
Technology Transfer pro-
gramme executive. 

“Our mission to bring 
NASA technology down to 
Earth is expanding with the 
release of this remote sens-

ing toolkit,” Lockney said. 
Through its constella-

tion of Earth observation 
satellites, NASA collects pet-

abytes of data each 
year. 

The va-
riety of open 

source tools 
created to ac-
cess, analyse 
and utilise the 

data from these 
satellites is familiar 

to millions of science 
users, but accessing and 
utilising this data remains 
daunting for many poten-
tial commercial users. 

For example, NASA’s 
remote-sensing data and 

tools are spread out across 
dozens of sites. 

The NASA Technol-
ogy Transfer programme 
reviewed more than 50 
websites and found that 
no source provided a com-
prehensive collection of 
information or a single ac-
cess point to begin a search.

This prompted the US 
space agency to introduce 
the Remote Sensing Toolkit.

“Remote Sensing Tool-
kit will help grow the num-
ber of users who put NASA’s 
free and open data archive 
to work for people,” said 
Kevin Murphy of NASA’s 
Earth Science Division in 
Washington.

New York, July 21 (IANS): Scientists 
have developed a waterproof wearable 
patch, which when applied directly 
to the skin, absorbs sweat and within 
seconds assesses how much cortisol 
-- stress hormone -- a person is pro-
ducing.

Clinical tests that measure cor-
tisol, which rises and falls naturally 
throughout the day, provide an objec-
tive gauge of emotional or physical 
stress and can help doctors tell if a 
patient’s adrenal or pituitary gland is 
working properly. 

While current methods require 
waiting several days for results from 
a lab, with the novel patch, a user just 
needs to sweat enough to glisten, ap-
ply the patch and connect it to a device 
for analysis, giving the results within 
seconds.

“We are particularly interested in 
sweat sensing, because it offers non-
invasive and continuous monitoring 
of various biomarkers for a range of 
physiological conditions,” said lead 
author, Onur Parlak from Stanford 
University, US.

“This offers a novel approach 
for the early detection of various 
diseases and evaluation of sports 
performance,” Parlak added, in the 
paper published in the journal Science 
Advances.

If the prototype version of the 
wearable device becomes a reality, it 
could allow people with an imbalance 
to monitor their own levels at home, 
the researchers said.

A fast-working test like this may 
also reveal the emotional state of 
young, even non-verbal, children 

who might not otherwise be able to 
communicate that they feel stress, 
they noted.

The team developed a stretchy, 
rectangular sensor around a mem-
brane that specifically binds only to 
cortisol.

Stuck to the skin, it sucks in sweat 
passively through holes in the bottom 
of the patch. A waterproof layer pro-
tects the patch from contamination.

The sweat pools in a reservoir, 
which is topped by the cortisol-sensi-
tive membrane.

Charged ions like sodium or po-
tassium, also found in sweat, pass 
through the membrane unless they 
are blocked by cortisol.

It’s those backed up charged ions 
the sensor detects, not the cortisol 
itself.

Co-Pierre Georg, Christoph Aymanns,  
and Jakob Foerster    The Conversation
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Tokyo 2020 Olympic mascot "Miraitowa", left, and Paralympic mascot "Someity", right, pose with 
children for photographers during the mascot debut event in Tokyo on Sunday, July 22. The two mascot 
designs were selected by elementary schoolchildren across Japan.

AP/PTI

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, left, celebrates with second placed Mercedes driver Valtteri 
Bottas of Finland after winning the German Formula One Grand Prix at the Hockenheimring racetrack in 
Hockenheim, Germany on Sunday, July 22. 

AP/PTI

South Africa's Dean Elgar is bowled off Sri Lanka's Dilruwan Perera delivery, which was called a no ball 
later by the umpires, during the day three of their second test cricket match in Colombo, Sri Lanka on 
Sunday, July 22.

AP/PTI

WBO junior middleweight champion Jaime Munguia (R) of Mexico improved to 30-0 with 25 knockouts by becoming just the second boxer to beat 
Liam Smith of England (L).

Neymar

Hamilton wins German GP as 
rival Vettel crashes late on

Tokyo 2020 committee officially 
unveils Olympic mascots

South Africa sent spinning towards 
defeat as Sri Lanka sense sweep

Munguia dominates Smith to retain WBO title

"I couldn't look at a football" after the World Cup — NeymarNapoli chief accuses Sarri 
of trying to 'dismantle' 

squad after Chelsea move

Hockenheim (Germany), 
July 22 (AP): Lewis Hamil-
ton regained the champi-
onship lead in unexpect-
ed and dramatic fashion 
on Sunday, winning the 
German Grand Prix after 
Sebastian Vettel crashed 
while leading near the end.

He a v y  ra i n  p l a ye d 
havoc late on at the Hock-
enheimring as Vettel mis-
judged a basic entry into a 
turn and slid over the gravel 
into the barriers with 15 
laps to go.

The four-time Formu-
la One champion started 
from pole position and 
seemed in control. He was 
livid with himself, kicking 
the gravel in frustration as 
he stepped out his car.

His mishap opened the 
door wide open for Ham-
ilton.

The British driver was 
fourth at the time of the 
crash, having started from 
14th on the grid because 
of a hydraulic problem in 
qualifying.

''You've always got to 
believe. I just wanted to 
stay collected, stay calm,'' 
said a delighted Hamil-
ton, adding defiantly. ''For 
those who don't know me, 

now you do.''
Valtteri Bottas started 

and finished second on 
a great day for Mercedes, 
with Kimi Raikkonen tak-
ing third on a bad one for 
Ferrari.

Vettel's incident led to 
a safety car coming out for 
several laps.

There was confusion at 
Mercedes, even with Ham-
ilton out in front.

Hamilton was told to 
come into the pits, but 
ignored his mechanic 
screaming ''In, in, in in!'' 
at him.

When the  race  re-
sumed, with about 10 laps 

left, Bottas almost overtook 
Hamilton.

That did not go down 
well at a nervy Mercedes.

Shortly after, Bottas was 
firmly told on team radio 
to ''hold position'' and not 
challenge Hamilton, who 
secured his fourth win of 
the season and 66th overall.

Colombo, July 22 (Reuters): 
Sri Lanka’s formidable bat-
tery of tireless spinners 
bowled them to within 
five wickets of a 2-0 series 
sweep over South Africa as 
the tourists continued to 
struggle against the turning 
ball in the second and final 
test on Sunday.

Chasing an improb-
able target of 490 to level 

the series, the tourists fin-
ished day three on 139-5, 
their highest total in the 
spin-dominated series, at 
Colombo’s Sinhalese Sports 
Club Ground.

Theunis de Bruyn was 
batting after a gallant 45, 
showing the kind of ap-
plication and positivity 
that were lacking in his col-
leagues. Temba Bavuma 

was on 14 at the other end.
Sri Lanka resumed day 

three on 151 for three, an 
overall lead of 365 runs 
against a South African side 
who have yet to score 150 in 
the series, and decided to 
allow Angelo Mathews to 
bat himself into form.

The other overnight 
b a t s m a n  Di m u t h  Ka -
runaratne continued his 

Tokyo, July 22 (IANS): The Tokyo 2020 Or-
ganising Committee officially presented its 
Olympic mascots Miraitowa and Someity at 
a massive event here on Sunday.

The ceremony, which was attended by 
Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike and organis-
ing committee president Yoshiro Mori, was 
held at a popular mall where hundreds 
of children and spectators had gathered, 
reports Efe.

The name of the blue-checked Olympic 
mascot Miraitowa is derived from a combi-
nation of the Japanese words for future and 
eternity and seeks to "promote a future full 
of eternal hope in the hearts of people all 
over the world," the committee said.

Someity, the pink-checked Paralympic 

mascot which owes its name to a type of 
cherry tree blossom, "exhibits enormous 
mental and physical strength" and repre-
sents paralympic athletes, "who overcome 
obstacles and redefine the boundaries of 
what is possible," according to the com-
mittee.

Nearly 17,000 elementary schools in 
Japan (more than 75 percent of the elemen-
tary schools in the country) and a number 
of overseas Japanese schools participated 
in the selection process and voted for their 
favourite designs.

The Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic 
Games will be held in Tokyo between July 
24 and August 9, 2020 and from August 25 to 
September 6 of the same year, respectively.

Los Angeles, July 22 (AFP): 
Mexican WBO junior mid-
dleweight champion Jaime 
Munguia remained unbeat-
en with a unanimous deci-
sion victory over England's 
Liam Smith in a 12-round 
title fight on Saturday night.

The 21-year-old Mun-
guia improved to 30-0 with 
25 knockouts by becoming 
just the second boxer -- 
along with Canelo Alvarez 
-- to beat Smith.

While Munguia didn't 
knock Smith out, he easily 

won the 154-pound fight by 
scores of 116-111, 119-110 
and 119-108.

With about 40 seconds 
left in the sixth round, Mun-
guia landed a left hook to 
the side of the head that 
knocked Smith down. He 
hurt him again three rounds 
later with a hook to the 
body.

"I did very well, it was 
a tough fight," said Mun-
guia. "I was looking for the 
knockout. I went to get the 
knockout and I always put 

my heart into the fight like 
a true Mexican."

Former world cham-
pion Smith dropped to 26-
2-1 overall as the Liverpool 
native failed to recapture 
the title he lost to Alvarez 
in 2016.

Smith, who was mak-
ing his Las Vegas debut, 
captured the crown in 2015 
with a seventh-round stop-
page of John Thompson.

While he was over-
matched on Saturday he 
still fought to the end and 

even managed to land the 
final punch of the fight in 
front of a crowd of 2,400 at 
the Hard Rock Casino in 
Las Vegas.

"He was a tough op-
ponent," Munguia said of 
Smith. "We went to the de-
cision, no problem, it is a 
learning experience."

On the undercard, ju-
nior lightweight world titlist 
Alberto Machado easily 
beat challenger Rafael Men-
sah, winning 120-107 on all 
three scorecards.

Praia Grande (Brazil), July 
22 (AFP): Brazil superstar 
Neymar admits that after 
his nation's quarter-final 
defeat to Belgium at the 
World Cup he couldn't look 
at a ball and didn't want to 
see any of the remaining 
matches.

"I wouldn't go as far as 
to say I didn't want to play 
again but, I didn't want 
to see a ball, or to see any 
more football played," 
26-year-old Neymar told 
AFP in an exclusive inter-
view on Saturday.

The Paris Saint Ger-
main forward was talking 
at his Neymar Praia Grande 
institute where the Red Bull 
Neymar Jr 5's (five-a-side-
soccer) tournament was 
being played.

Dressed in a sleeveless 
t-shirt, with his six-year-old 
son Davi Lucca sat upon 
his knee, the striker was 
however in a relaxed mood 
as he explained his post-
World Cup blues.

"I was in mourning, I 
was really sad about it, but 

sadness passes, I have my 
son, my family, my friends 
and they don't want to see 
me moping around. I've got 
more reason to be happy 
than sad," said Neymar, 
reflecting on his team's 
2-1 quarter-final defeat to 
Belgium.

Asked about reports 
in Spain linking him with 
a transfer to Real Madrid 
the forward said "that's 
all speculation from the 
press." 

"The guys who come 
up with these stories seem 
to know more about my life 
than I do. I won't respond 
to this type of question be-
cause nothing happened," 
he scoffed.

The Brazilian superstar, 
who moved to PSG for a 
world record 222 million 
euros ( 264 million) last 
year, insists that the bur-
den of expectation on his 
shoulders -- whether with 
his club or country -- does 
not weigh heavily.

"No, all the great play-
ers feel pressure," he said.

''We had a bit of a battle 
after the safety car ... Taking 
positives as a team, perfect 
result for us,'' said Bottas, 
who added - seemingly 
half-heartedly - that he 
''understood'' the team's 
call.

Ferrari had made a 
similar call earlier on, at 
Raikkonen's expense.

With a little more than 
20 of the 67 laps to go, Rai-
kkonen was leading Vettel 
- who was complaining of 
his tires overheating.

Ferrari's senior perfor-
mance engineer, Jock Clear, 
told Raikkonen not to hold 
up Vettel.

Raikkonen replied ''I'm 
sorry but can you be direct? 
What do you want?'' and 
then, after another indi-
rect suggestion to let Vettel 
through, Raikkonen said 
''So you want me to let him 
(past)? Please. Just tell me.''

He eventually did, end-
ing Raikkonen's hopes of a 
first win since the season-
opening Australian GP in 
2013.

Asked about the in-
structions moments af-
ter the race, a rueful Raik-
konen said ''it wasn't clear. 
I had the speed.''

"It's true that when 
it comes to me, there are 
double standards. I have 
been aware of this respon-
sibility, not only for Brazil, 
but also in club fotball, 
since I was 17, 18 years old.

"I have prepared my-
self to handle this pressure 

and I know that when the 
results are not what they 
should be then that pres-
sure increases." 

Neymar has been hit by 
a barrage of criticism for 
theatrical rolling around 
after being fouled at the 
World Cup, but says he 

Bengaluru, July 22 (Re-
uters): Napoli president 
Aurelio De Laurentiis has 
said that former man-
ager Maurizio Sarri tried 
to “dismantle” the Italian 
team’s squad by signing 
their players for his new 
club Chelsea.

Sarri coached Na-
poli for three seasons 
before joining the Pre-
mier League side earlier 
this month and his ar-
rival at Stamford Bridge 
was closely followed by 
the signing of midfielder 
Jorginho from his former 
team.

While De Laurentiis 
said Jorginho’s transfer 
was sanctioned after dis-
cussions with Napoli’s 
new manager Carlo An-
celotti, he accused Sarri of 
trying to take more of Na-

poli’s players to Chelsea.
“He wanted to take my 

whole team to England 
and dismantle it. I had to 
lay down the law to Mari-
na (Granovskaia, Chelsea 
director),” De Laurentiis 
told Sky Sports Italia.

“He wanted Jorginho 
and I gave him away after 
I talked to Ancelotti, who 
told me he was banking a 
lot on (Amadou) Diawara 
and that he wanted to play 
(Marek) Hamsik deeper.”

Sarri will lead FA Cup 
holders Chelsea in his 
first competitive match 
in charge against league 
champions Manchester 
City in the Community 
Shield on Aug. 5.

The London club open 
their league campaign 
against Huddersfield 
Town on Aug. 11. 

should have been better 
protected.
Criticism of me exagger-
ated
"People were faster to criti-
cise the one being fouled 
than the one doing the 
fouling," he insisted.

"I went to the World 
Cup to play, to beat the op-
position, not to get kicked.

The criticism of me 
was exaggerated, but I'm 
a big boy, I'm used to deal-
ing with this kind of thing 
"And I can't be the referee 
and play at the same time, 
but there are times I wish I 
could," he said.

Earlier this week, Ney-
mar took a swipe at his crit-
ics with a tongue-in-cheek 
video in which he teaches 
children how to fall to the 
ground.

"One, two, three, go!" 
shouts Neymar on the In-
stagram video as around a 
dozen youngsters fall to the 
ground of a parking lot.

"That's a free-kick!" 
screams the Brazil ian 
breaking into fits of laugh-

ter.
The video was released 

with a hashtag #Chal-
lengeDAFALTA, the free-
kick challenge in Portu-
guese.

During the recent World 
Cup, the player's antics 
sparked the "Neymar Chal-
lenge" where he was widely 
mocked.

In Mexico, a football 
club even rganised a com-
petition in which contes-
tants attempted to roll the 
entire length of the pitch.

Meanwhile, Neymar 
described PSG's new coach 
Thomas Tuchel as a great 
addition to the club.

"He's a great coach and 
we're hoping for a great 
season," he said.

"I'm really looking for-
ward to it," Neymar said of 
his second season in Paris.

"We have signed a foot-
ball legend (Italian goal-
keeper Gianluigi Buffon) 
who will bring with him all 
his experience and that will 
be a great help for this com-
ing season.

strong run of form to score 
85, his fourth 50-plus knock 
in as many innings, before 
falling to Lungi Ngidi.

Mathews made 71 be-
fore being dismissed by 
South Africa’s left-arm spin-
ner Keshav Maharaj who 
finished with a 12-wicket 
match haul.

Sr i  L a n k a  c a p t a i n 
Suranga Lakmal soon de-
clared on 275 for five, be-
fore unleashing his three-
pronged spin attack who 
blew away the top half of 
the South African batting 
line-up.

Dilruwan Perera en-
joyed an eventful 36th 
birthday as he first spilled 
Dean Elgar and then twice 
dismissed the opener off 
no-balls before the finally 
sending him back for 37.

R a n g a n a  H e r a t h 
bowled Hashim Amla with 
his drift and turn and Akila 
Dananjaya struck double 
blows when he dismissed 
South Africa captain Faf 
du Plessis (seven) and the 
scoreless Maharaj off suc-
cessive deliveries.

Lakmal, the lone pace-
man in the Sri Lanka attack, 
did not bowl himself in the 
first innings and has yet to 
roll his arm in the second as 
his spinners wreaked havoc 
against the leaden-footed 
South Africans.


