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Congress President Rahul Gandhi hugs Prime Minister Narendra Modi after his speech in the Lok Sabha 
on 'no-confidence motion' during the Monsoon Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Friday.
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No-trust debate: TDP says it is 
war between morality, majority
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New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): 
Former NDA ally and a 
prime mover of the no-
confidence motion against 
the BJP-led ruling alliance, 
the Telugu Desam Party, 
on Friday accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi of 
"deceiving" the people of 
Andhra Pradesh by not giv-
ing it the promised special 
category status, saying it 
was fighting a war between 
"morality and majority."

Initiating the debate 
during the motion in the 
Lok Sabha, TDP member 
Jayadev Galla said the re-
sidual state had been de-
nied justice since "unscien-
tific bifurcation" of Andhra 
Pradesh in 2014. 

Galla, who was speaking 

on behalf of his colleague 
Kesineni Srinavas whose 
notice of no-confidence 
motion was accepted by 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan, 
thanked Opposition par-
ties, including Congress, 
Nationalist Congress Party, 
Trinamool Congress, Sa-
majwadi Party, Aam Aadmi 
Party, CPI-M and AIMIM, 
for supporting the motion. 

Galla said the people of 
Andhra Pradesh were tired 
of unfulfilled promises, and 
that the motion provided a 
litmus test for Parliament to 
fulfill the promises made. 
Galla began his speech by 
stating that it was for the 
first time that a first-time 
MP has got a chance to 
move a motion of no-con-

fidence.
Galla said BJP Presi-

dent Amit Shah had told 
party leaders from Andhra 
Pradesh in March to wage 
a war on TDP. "It is now war 
between BJP and TDP. It is a 
war between majority and 
morality, It is a war between 
the Modi regime and 5 crore 
people of Andhra Pradesh.

Reeling out statistics, 
Galla forcefully articulated 
the party's stance, saying 
the last four years have 
posed tremendous chal-
lenges for the "new state 
with an old name". "It is 
not prudent to say that the 
issues of Andhra Pradesh 
are not national issues. It is 
also an emotional issue for 
people of the state," he said. 

Galla, who faced some 
disruptions during his 
speech from Telangana 
Rashtra Samiti members, 
said that the promise of spe-
cial category state for five 
years to the residual state of 
Andhra Pradesh was given 
by former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh in the 
Rajya Sabha in 2014. 

"Do you have any re-
spect for commitment 
made by your predecessor," 
he asked Modi.  He referred 
to Modi's election speeches 
in Andhra Pradesh in the 
run-up to 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections, when TDP was 
aligned with BJP, and said 
the BJP leader had asked 
people if they wanted to 
vote for clean, corruption-

free Andhra Pradesh "by 
voting for us or choose to go 
for the rival opposition par-
ty and push Andhra Pradesh 
into corruption."

"Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, whom we trusted 
so dearly has deceived the 
state," he said. 

Galla accused the BJP of 
changing its stance on the 
special category status. "It 
will be decimated in Andhra 
Pradesh the way Congress 
was, if the people of Andhra 
Pradesh are cheated. Mr 
PM, it's not a threat, it's a 
'shraap (curse),"' he said. 
TDP had pulled out of the 
Modi government and NDA 
earlier this year over its de-
mand of special category 
status.

Rio and Acharya 
talk welfare
Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio called on the gov-
ernor of Nagaland, PB 
Acharya at the Raj Bha-
van in Kohima on Friday, 
according to a press re-
lease from the governor’s 
public relations officer.

“The governor dis-
cussed matters on (sic) 
public interest and de-
sired that the govern-
ment take prompt action 
to promote the welfare 
of the people. The two 
also discussed various 
issues related to the state 
during the one and a half 
hour long meeting,”

Later in the day, the 
deputy chief minister, Y 
Patton also called on the 
governor.  

Tuli paper mill: Addressing the ‘white elephant’ in the room

Advisor seeks ‘punishment 
transfer’ of employee to ENPO area  

Rahul catches Modi by surprise; hugs him after sharp attackWhatsApp to restrict India service as govt. talks tough 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 20: Going by 
the ‘doomsday’ reports in 
some sections of the local 
media, the only ‘heavy in-
dustry’ in Nagaland is ready 
for burial. The Nagaland 
Pulp & Paper Company 
Ltd., (NPPCL), popularly 
known as Tuli paper mill 
and quite often dubbed as 
the 'white elephant', has 
been in the news recently 
albeit in a discouraging 
way. 

Hopelessness seems 
to be the overarching sen-
timent surrounding the 
paper mill, judging by the 
reports. Most of the lo-
cal media had reported 
that the mill, which has 
stopped operation since 
2015, has no option but 
to close down, given the 
fact that the bankrupt 
Hindustan Paper Corpo-
ration Limited (HPCL) 
has been referred to the 
National Company Law 
Tribunal – which, in turn, 
has ordered the initiation 
of a corporate insolvency 
resolution process against 
the HPCL. 

On the other hand, the 
present People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) gov-
ernment has assured that 
the mill would not be shut 
down; and the government 
would explore every op-
tion possible. The present 
government has also said 
that the Niti Aayog, headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, assured that the mill 
will not be closed down.  But 
the again, all seems easier 
said than done. 

Understanding NPPCL
"NPPC, a joint venture be-
tween Hindustan Paper 
Corporation Ltd (HPC) and 
govt. of Nagaland was estab-
lished in 1971, primarily to 
exploit the abundant bam-
boo resources in the state of 
Nagaland and for regional 
development. The main ob-
jective of the company is to 
promote, establish, execute 
and run industries, projects 
or enterprises for manufac-
turing, selling and/or export 
of pulp, paper, newsprint 
and various products from 
pulp and paper," clearly 
states the official website of 
the company. 

Subsequently, it was 
commissioned in 1982 – 
and per available first-hand 
information – the mill ran 
quite well despite certain 
hurdles 'here and there'.      

Former chairman of the 
NPPCL and retired bureau-
crat, TN Mannen, during 
an interview with Eastern 
Mirror, said that the prob-
lems during those days were 
enormous. There was the 
problem from 'anti-social 
elements'; the problem 
from the ‘undergrounds’ – 
“those were the days when 
the underground move-
ment were at it heights” 
– the lack of proper work-
skills, and the attitude of the 
people of taking the mill as a 
regular government service 
instead of a profit-making 
venture. But most of all, 
he admitted, the biggest 
problem was the power 
supply. Or rather the inabil-
ity to provide uninterrupted 
power in order to run the 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 20: A day after advisor to 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Serv-
ices; and Women Resource Development 
requested 'punishment posting' of an 
employee of the Economics and Statistic 
department ‘to some interior place’ because 
of the employee’s alleged involvement in 
electoral activities, another such transfer 
order copy from the same advisor has found 
its way to various social media platforms.

A letter stated to be from R Khing – ad-
visor to Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services; and Women Resource Develop-
ment – addressed to the Commissioner 
Nagaland dated May 29, 2018 requesting the 
officer to transfer a head assistant in ADC 
office Tseminyu to some administrative 
place in Eastern Nagaland People's Organi-
sation (ENPO) area at the earliest.    

The unauthenticated letter reads:" Head 
Assistant in ADC office Tseminyu has been 
found openly patronising in party politics 
(sic) during the recently held general assem-
bly elections and Lok Sabha bye-election 
without any hesitation.”

It further alleged that the government 
employee in concern had ‘indulged in can-
vassing for NPF candidate even in public 
meetings.’ thus, the communiqué read, her 
posting at ADC office Tseminyu ‘will deprive 
legitimate right/share of non-NPF support-
ers for no reason'. 

Furious ENPO wants clarification 
In response, the Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ 
Organisation (ENPO) has sought clarifica-
tion from Khing concerning the intention 
behind his statement. “Apparently, Khing 
has exposed the practices and mindset of 
the state political leaders irrespective of any 
parties that ENPO area is a dumping ground 
for political opponents. If any government 
servant is found guilty, he or she should be 
dealt as per the law but why an important 
man in his figure indulge in cheap theatrics 
of transferring government employees to 
ENPO area as ‘punishment’. 

“In this regard, the ENPO seek a clear 
public clarification and intention from the 
Advisor within 2 days from the date of pub-
lication of this statement,” it stated. 

New Delhi, July 20 (PTI): 
He is known for his hugs, 
but this was one hug Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was not expecting. 

After a no-holds-barred 
and scathing criticism of 
Modi on several issues in-
cluding Rafale jet deal today, 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi walked across the 
green-carpeted well of Lok 
Sabha to Modi and hugged 
him, a gesture which took 
the Treasury Bench mem-
bers by surprise.

Gandhi's unexpected 
gesture, which quickly 
became a favoured video 
clip for television chan-
nels, came during a debate 
on no-confidence motion 
moved by the TDP against 
the Modi government. Gan-
dhi's speech was frequently 
disrupted and prompting 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 
to adjourn the House for 15 
minutes. When he resumed 
his speech, Gandhi contin-
ued his attack. Just before 
wrapping up, he strode 
over to Modi for the now-
famous hug. 

New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): 
Hauled up second time by 
the government on its fail-
ure to check the spread of 
fake and provocative con-
tent on its platform amid 
growing lynching episodes, 
the Facebook-owned plat-
form on Friday said it is 
launching a test to limit 
message forwarding 
to five chats that will 
apply to its users in 
India.

In its second no-
tice on Thursday, the 
Ministry of Electron-
ics and IT (MeitY) 
took a tough stand, 
asking WhatsApp to 
come out with more 
effective solutions 
that can bring in ac-
countability and fa-
cilitate enforcement of law 
in addition to their efforts 
towards labelling forwards 
and identifying fake news.

"It has been conveyed 
to them in unmistakable 
terms that it is a very seri-
ous issue which deserves a 
more sensitive response," 
MeitY said in the notice. 

WhatsApp reacted: "In In-
dia, where people forward 
more messages, photos, 
and videos than any other 
country in the world, we'll 
also test a lower limit of 5 

chats at once.
"We will also remove the 

quick forward button next 
to media messages," What-
sApp said in a statement. 
The test, once comes to 
practice, will curtail What-
sApp's services for over 200 
million users in India. Glo-
bally, the company allows 

users to forward messages 
for up to 20 chats (either 
individuals or groups).

WhatsApp said that with 
new changes, which it will 
continue to evaluate, "will 
help keep WhatsApp the 
way it was designed to be: 
a private messaging app".

"We are deeply com-
mitted to your safety 

and privacy which 
is why WhatsApp is 
end-to-end encrypt-
ed, and we'll con-
tinue to improve our 
app with features like 
this one," it added. 

In its first reply to the 
IT Ministry, WhatsApp 

said the company is "hor-
rified" by terrible acts of 
violence.

The IT Ministry had 
asked WhatsApp to en-
sure that the platform is 
not used for malafide ac-
tivities over the growing 
instances of lynching of 
innocent people owing to 
large number of irrespon-
sible messages filled with 
rumours being circulated 
on its platform.
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industry.
"The boiler (for gener-

ating electricity) which we 
bought from Poona, now 
known as Pune, was defec-
tive and once the paper 
making process starts, if 
the power goes off, then 
the whole input goes to 
waste..." shared Mannen of 
the system then. 

"Otherwise, the paper 
quality from the Tuli paper 
mill was regarded as the 
best in the county, but we 
could not, at any point of 
time, cross 25% of the total 
production capacity," rued 
the former bureaucrat. 

At best, one can only 
imagine the political situ-
ation during those years, 
the mentality of the people, 
who were otherwise simple 
farmers, towards working in 
a big industry, and also the 

infrastructural problem that 
might have compounded 
the problem. 

The man behind it all 
The former chief minister of 
Nagaland, Dr. SC Jamir, con-
sidered one of the architects 
behind the establishment of 
the Nagaland Pulp & Paper 
Company Ltd (NPPCL), 
during a telephonic con-
versation, gave more insight 
into the initial days of the 
establishment of the mill. 

Jamir said that 'at that 
point of time' the govern-
ment considered basing 
on the 'availability of raw 
materials' and 'according to 
survey and expert opinion' 
decided to establish a paper 
mill at Tuli in Mokokchung 
district.  Towards this end, 
the government brought 
a large area of land under 
bamboo plantation to sup-

port the paper mill, which 
indirectly made the neigh-
bouring villagers as benefi-
ciaries and also generated 
employment opportunities 
for the villagers. 

Job opportunities were 
also created for the local 
people. But of the four boil-
ers meant for generating 
power, one did not work 
properly and it hindered 
the production process, he 
shared. But the operation 
went in full swing neverthe-
less, according to him. 

However, gradually and 
slowly, problem cropped 
up. They were in nature 
technical as well as lack in 
skilled work force, accord-
ing to Jamir. But the mantra 
back then, he said, was that 
the government will never 
allow the mill to be shut 
down even as the problems 

– in his words – were ‘over-
whelming.’

The near-dead white 
elephant 
It is said that Tuli paper mill 
'was a peace package in 
the aftermath of  the sign-
ing of the first ceasefire on 
September 6, 1964 with an 
equity share of 7:1 between 
the government of India 
and the state government of 
Nagaland’.

Hindustan Paper Cor-
poration Ltd (HPCL) is now 
bankrupt and has been re-
ferred to NCLT (National 
Company Law Tribunal). 
The only glimmer of hope 
is the reported assurance 
from the Niti Aayog and the 
determination of the state 
government 'to pursue all 
options' to revamp and re-
store the mill at all costs. 

Mannen disclosed that 
at one point of time the 
government of India, during 
an informal interaction, had 
offered the government of 
Nagaland to take over the 
mill for "a token amount of 
Rs 1". "However, I said that 
the government of Naga-
land would not take it and 
the government of Naga-
land is not in a position of 
take it," shared the former 
bureaucrat. 

The HPCL factor 
Despite all the discrepan-
cies in the life of the Tuli 
paper mill, the Hindustan 
Paper Mill Ltd (HPCL), by 
all means looks to be on 
the wrong side – given the 
fact that the government of 
India had sanctioned a sum 
of Rs of Rs. 489 cr. for the 

first phase and Rs. 190 cr. 
for the second of the revival 
of the mill. 

In February 2015, the 
Union Minister for Heavy 
Industries and Public En-
terprise Anand G Geete as-
sured that the Centre has 
activated an “action plan 
to revive” the mill. For all 
the information in the pub-
lic domain, the HPCL ap-
pears to have not utilised 
the funds properly much 
to the consternation of the 
state government. 

The sound of silence
What is more surprising 
is the deafening silence of 
the Naga public, despite the 
news dominating headlines 
in the local newspapers. 

"Nagas are in a dilemma. 
They are thoroughly con-
fused of everything. They 
can't distinguish whether 
it is dangerous or not. This 
is the condition now," said 
Jamir when asked about the 
silence of the Naga public 
on the issue. He however 
strongly asserted that the 
NPPCL "should not be al-
lowed to die.”

He said that if the state 
government approach the 
government of India, then 
the latter "will not be shy 
for the recovery of this in-
dustry.” 

But of course, the ques-
tion is: who will lead? The 
state government is actively 
pursuing its case. The Niti 
Aayog has offered hope. 
The clock is ticking. And 
among the citizens: we can 
almost hear the sound of 
silence.  

Modi initially looked 
nonplussed and did not 
stand up to hug him, but 
recovered quickly and 
called Gandhi back and 
patted him on the back. He 
also appeared to say a few 

words, which were inaudi-
ble. BJP MPs sitting behind 
Modi watched the brief in-
teraction open-mouthed as 
the prime minister smiled 
at Gandhi as he walked 
back to his seat. 

"This is what it means 
to be a Hindu," Gandhi said 
after coming back to his 
seat amid applause from his 
party members, including 
his mother Sonia Gandhi 
and other leaders present 

who heartily thumped their 
desks.

Sharply criticised for 
his reported remarks that 
"Congress is a Muslim par-
ty", Gandhi said, "Prime 
Minister Modi, BJP and 
...have taught me what it 
means to be a Congress 
person, the meaning of 
being a real Indian, and 
what it means to be a real 
Hindu. For this, I thank 
them." 

He also said his oppo-
nents may hate him, call 
him "Pappu" but he has 
no anger, hatred against 
the Prime Minister and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

This is likely the first 
time that an opposition 
leader has hugged the 
prime minister in the 
house, especially during 
a no-confidence motion. 
Akali Dal leader Harsimrat 
Kaur stood up and took 
objection to Gandhi's hug. 
Speaker Mahajan also gen-
tly reminded Gandhi that 
this was the country's leg-
islature and not a place for 
such gestures.
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Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Board of 
School Education (NBSE) 
has informed all heads of 
registered institutions that 
the department of Science 
and Technology of New Del-
hi is offering opportunity 
under the scheme Innova-
tion of Science Pursuit for 
Inspire Research (Inspire) 
Awards-MANAK (Million 
Minds Augmenting Nation-
al Aspirations and Knowl-
edge). An update from DIPR 
informed on Friday. 

The objective of this 
scheme was to target one 
million original ideas and 
innovations rooted in sci-
ence and societal applica-
tions to foster a culture of 
creativity and innovative 
thinking among school 
children. This was intend-
ed to address the societal 
needs through science and 
technology and nurture 
them to become sensitive 
and responsible citizens 
and innovation leaders for 
tomorrow.

Under this scheme, stu-
dents may submit their 
innovative ideas and in-

novations through schools 
in any Indian language. 
The best one lakh ideas or 
innovations will receive 
INR 10,000 each and get a 
chance to participate in the 
district level competition. 
Ten percent of students 
will be shortlisted further to 
participate in the state level 
competition. One thou-
sand students will show-
case their innovations at 
national level. Finally, sixty 
innovative projects will be 
incubated completely (pat-
ent filing, value addition in 
technology and product 
development etc) by NIF 
and will be displayed at the 
annual Festival of Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship 
(FINE) at Rashtrapati Bha-
van in New Delhi.

The online nomina-
tions for the year 2018 
will remain open till July 3 
through E-Management of 
Inspire Award Scheme (E-
MIAS, www.inspireawards.
dst.gov.in). For further 
details one may contact 
02764-261131/32/38/39 
or 9638418605 or email 
inspire@nifindia.onz.  

Tsungremmong Mini Hornbill 
Festival: Orgs. invite participants
Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): As part of the 
upcoming Tsungremmong and Mini Horn-
bill Festival schedule to be held on from 
Aug. 1-3 at Imkongmeren Sports Complex 
in Mokokchung, the Watsu Mungdang, a 
women organisation has announced to 
organise various events, competitions, and 
set up stalls.

Competitions such as flower exhibition 
and sale, showcasing of traditional attire 
and ornaments, modern ethnic wear, cook-
ing indigenous food items and stalls, photo 
booth etc. will be organised.

For the mentioned competitions, the 

organisation has invited participants. For 
traditional and modern attire contest, de-
signers are invited. Interested persons may 
contact 8837354521 or 9436006101.

Also, the Mokokchung District Art & 
Culture Council has announced to organize 
a singing competition in the local dialect 
to provide platform for local artistes. The 
council has informed that the contest will 
be held under two categories i.e. traditional 
Ao love song (duet) and modern Ao tunes. 
For further detail interested individual may 
contact 9856514699. Winners will be award-
ed with cash prizes besides incentives.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
Nagaland being blessed 
with rich biodiversity and 
one among the biodiver-
sity hotspots of the coun-
try, minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change, CM Chang said 
that the state is home to 
an approximate 2,431 
plant species belonging 
to 963 genera and 186 
families. He believed that 
more than half of the to-
tal species would be im-
portant medicinal and of 
other economic values.

Chang said this while 
addressing the advocacy 
and publicity workshop 
on minimum support 
price for minor forest 
produce scheme jointly 
conducted by Tribal Co-
operative Marketing De-
velopment Federation of 
India (TRIFED), Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs, Govern-
ment of India, and De-
partment of Underdevel-
oped Areas (DUDA), on 
July 20 at Hotel Vivor in 
Kohima.

With the introduction 
and implementation of 
the Van Dhan Scheme 
in Nagaland, Chang was 

CM Chang speaking at the advocacy and publicity workshop at Hotel Vivor in Kohima on July 20.

CM to inaugurate market 
complex in Dimapur
The chief minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio will be 
inaugurating the Tenyimi Market Complex, near 
Tragopan Hotel in Dimapur on July 21.

Government informs training 
institutes
Directorate of Technical Education has informed all 
the training institutes / centres running computer 
software/hardware courses and all IT related courses 
that any such institutes found awarding diploma cer-
tificate without the approval of the All India Council 
for Technical Education (AICTE), New Delhi, and 
with training duration less than 3 years would not 
be granted further extension to run the institute. It 
added that students obtaining certificates from such 
institute would be treated as fake. It stated that train-
ing duration less than 3 years should be treated as 
“certificate course” and not diploma.

Phek’s CMO informs
The chief medical officer (CMO) of Phek has informed 
that there would be district medical board for confir-
mation of service/ invalidation commutation of pen-
sion after medical examination for pensioners (grade 
III and IV) on Sep.12 at 10 am at CMO’s office in Phek. 
All head of the departments in Phek district are asked 
to send the list to its office on or before Sep. 10. 

Peren’s DC convenes meeting
The deputy commissioner of Peren, S Tainiu has con-
vened a joint meeting on July 23 at 11 am in the DC’s 
conference hall in view of the upcoming Indepen-
dence Day celebration. All the District Development 
and Planning Board (DPDB) members, SP Peren, 
36th Assam Rifles Jalukie, 9th IR battalion Saijang, SBI 
Peren branch, and SIB Peren have been informed to 
attend the meeting.

Kohima Sumi students’ 
presidential meeting
The Kohima Sumi Students’ Union (KSSU) has con-
vened its 2nd presidential meeting on July 28 at 11 
am at Mt. Olive College in Kohima. Unit presidents, 
representatives, seniors, and advisors are requested 
to attend the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

NSF, NPMHR demand expediting 
2015 Wuzu firing incident case 
Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
The Naga Students’ Feder-
ation (NSF) and the Naga 
Peoples Movement for 
Human Rights (NPMHR) 
today expressed dismay 
over the delay in the deliv-
ery of justice to the victims 
of the July 16, 2015 firing 
incident Wuzu Firing In-
cident in Phek district and 
demanded the expedition 
of enquiry into the case. 

“Three years have 
passed since the killing 
of 13 years old Aso and 14 
years old Tüzali on July 
16 by the Assam Rifles 
headed by Major Surinder 
Singh of the 46 AR C Coy, 
Akhwego Post at Wuzu 
village under Phek District 
and more than two years 

since the Joint Inquiry 
Commission ( JIC) was 
formed to investigate on 
the killings of the Wuzu 
Firing Incident,” stated a 
press communiqué ap-
pended by the NSF Gen-
eral Secretary Imtiyapang 
Imsong and NPMHR Gen-
eral Secretary, Neingulo 
Krome. 

Saying that the two 
organizations are dis-
mayed over the delay in 
the delivery of justice for 
the victims, the release 
stated that “JIC was set 
up by the Nagaland State 
Government on Novem-
ber 22, 2015 to investigate 
into the incident, where 
in affidavits were filed 
and had further under-

gone cross examination” 
which was followed by 
court summoning of the 
eye witnesses and ‘par-
ties’ filing the written 
statements. However, the 
release stated that the 
JIC has not come to any 
concrete conclusion de-
spite the ample time and 
evidences. 

While questioning 
how long the JIC would 
take to deliver justice, the 
two organizations de-
manded that the enquiry 
be expedited to deliver 
justice to the victims, fam-
ilies of the victims, and 
the communities and vil-
lages affected by the kill-
ing at the earliest possible 
time.

Pfutsero to have mini-secretariat soon 

Neiba Kronu addressing the coordination meeting in the ADC’s conference hall at Pfutsero.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
Minister for Planning and 
Coordination and Land 
Revenue, Neiba Kronu has 
informed that proposal for 
setting up a mini-secretar-
iat in Pfutsero is in its final 
stages adding that pro-
posal for Pfutsero ring road 
to ease traffic congestion 
would be implemented 
soon.

Kronu said this during 
a coordination meeting 
of sub-divisional head of 
all government depart-
ments, Pfutsero town ward 
chairmen, GBs and DBs on 
July 19 in the ADC’s office 
conference hall. A press 
release received from the 

Kronu informed the 
members that government 
is working in earnest to 

fulfil the aspiration of the 
people. He further empha-
sised on the importance 
of setting up petrol pump, 
nationalised banks etc. in 
and around Pfutsero town.

During the meeting, 
various issues and griev-
ances faced by the sub-
divisional head of depart-
ments were highlighted to 
the minister.

Middlemen escalating rise 
in price of bricks — DCCI 
Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(DCCI) and Bricks Field 
Owners Union (BFOU) 
held a joint meeting to 
take stock of the reported 
price escalation of bricks 
to more than INR 10 per 
piece and found out that 
the abnormal price rise 
is due to the presence of 
middlemen selling bricks 
at various locations in the 
towns and highways. 

A press release from 
the DCCI received here 
on Friday informed that 
during the joint meeting 
‘it was found out that the 
brick klins are selling the 
bricks at the rates fixed by 
the district administration 
on Feb. 3 2018 i.e., ‘Rs. 6.50 
for A class, Rs 6/- for me-
dium class, Rs. 5.50/- fro 
medium class and broken 
bricks at Rs. 3500-4000/- 
per truckload’. 

In this connection, 
the release stated that the 
DCCI further found out 
that ‘rate racketeering is 
mainly due to the pres-
ence of middlemen selling 
bricks at various location 
in towns and highways 
purchase from bricks kilns 
and selling at higher price’. 

Therefore, the DCCI 
appealed the district ad-
ministration to immedi-
ately intervene and ‘either 
close those retailers or 
ensure that they sell bricks 
at rates fixed by the ad-
ministration’. The DCCI 
further appealed the pub-
lic to make conscious de-
cisions and buy from the 
brick kilns at rates fixed by 
the administration rather 
than be cheated by the 
middlemen selling at in-
flated rates.

The release informed 
that the DCCI and BFOU 
that ‘any brick Kiln selling 
bricks above rates fixed 
by district administration 
should be immediately 
informed at the given 
contact no 7005886916 or 
7005526728’.

“If any kiln is found 
selling the bricks above 
fixed rates stringent action 
to the extent of cancel-
lation of the permit will 
be initiated,” the release 
warned. 

Meanwhile, the release 
also stated that the issue 
of taxation from the vari-
ous NPGs was brought to 
the notice of the DCCI by 
the Bricks Field Owners 
Union (BFOU). The BFOU 

lamented that there are six 
kind of taxations viz. ‘year-
ly tax’, ‘yearly coal tax’, 
‘coal per trip tax’, sand tax, 
vehicle tax and labour tax’ 
which is overburdening 
the brick kilns production 
and leaving them with no 
choice but to recover from 
the price of the bricks. 

F u r t h e r ,  i t  w a s 
brought to the notice of 
DCCI by BFOU that the 
taxation from various 
NPGs are overburden-
ing the bricks kilns pro-
duction and the busi-
ness community has no 
choice but to recover 
from the price of the 
bricks. It further adds 
that taxation is multiples 
are being collected by 
various NPGs namely 1. 
Yearly Tax 2. Coal yearly 
tax 3. Coal per trip tax 4. 
Sand tax 5. Vehicle tax 6. 
Labour tax. 

The DCCI asserted 
that these ‘six taxes multi-
plied by seven NPGs totals 
into 42 taxes that are paid 
to produce a single brick, 
which is beyond any justi-
fication and reasons’ and 
therefore appealed the 
state government to look 
into the grievances into 
the grievances of BFOU. 

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): The additional 
superintendent of Police Kohima has 
informed that in order to track down on 
traffic violation, Traffic Police Kohima 
will be carrying out checking of all ve-
hicular documents like driving without 
insurance (two wheeler/car), riding with-
out helmet / more than 1 (one) pillion 
rider, driving without permit, outside 

state registration and displaying ‘applied 
for’ w.e.f July 30. It has cautioned that 
violation of traffic will lead to punish-
ment and penalty can be fine or even 
imprisonment. Therefore, all vehicle 
owners are directed to keep their relevant 
vehicle documents with them to avoid 
penalties as per relevant provision of MV 
Act of 1988.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
Pointing out that Di-
mapur being hot and 
humid place, a doctor 
from Christian Institute 
of Health Sciences and 
Research (CIHSR), Dr. 
Rohan, said it is a ‘per-
fect place for mosquito 
breeding.’ Therefore, he 
urged the citizens to keep 
their surrounding clean 
and clear clogged drains 
and stagnant water. 

Rohan was speaking 
about the dengue fever 
during a day training sem-
inar, which was conduct-
ed to educate the masses 
about the prevention of 
dengue on July 20 at Sumi 
Baptist Church, Lhom-
ithi Colony in Dimapur. 
The seminar was organ-
ised jointly by the Na-
tional Vector Borne Dis-
ease Control Programme 
(NVBDCP), Nagaland 
Development Outreach 
(NDO), and Christian In-
stitute of Health Sciences 
and Research (CIHSR). 

Rohan enlightened 
the gathering stating that 
dengue fever is caused 
by dengue virus which 
is spread from person to 
person through the bite of 
Aedes mosquito. He said 
the mosquitoes are fear-
less daytime biters unlike 
other types of mosqui-
toes. Aedes mosquitoes 

optimistic that the ru-
ral farmers would be 
extensively benefited. 
He hoped that the de-
partment of DUDA and 
TRIFED would take up the 
scheme to the doorsteps 
of the farmers who have 
now taken up cultivation 
of medicinal plants as a 
source of livelihood and 
also to supplement their 
income. 

“In-situ conserva-
tion of the rich genetic 
resources of the minor 
forest produces (MFPs) 
of the state should be en-
couraged and Ex-situ cul-

tivation of the important 
medicinal plants species 
and other minor forest 
produces should be pro-
moted so that the rich 
biological resource is con-
served at the same time,” 
Chang said.

Advisor to the depart-
ment of Underdevel-
oped Areas, N Bongkhao 
Konyak, highlighted the 
departmental activities. 
DUDA being the imple-
menting agency of the 
state, Konyak stated that 
the main objective of the 
department is to imple-
ment people centric de-

velopmental programmes 
for Eastern Nagaland re-
gion. 

With this objective, 
he said the department 
is working tirelessly to 
bridge the gap with regard 
to economic and liveli-
hood opportunities and 
bring the backward region 
at par with the rest of the 
state. He stated that the 
department had made 
enormous strides and 
successfully created in-
frastructure and provided 
livelihood solutions in en-
suring sustainable growth 
in the eastern region since 

its inception in 2003.
With 337 villages in 

eastern Nagaland coupled 
with the lack of proper 
road and basic infrastruc-
ture in place, he said it is 
still an uphill task for the 
department to success-
fully impact the region. 
Moreover with the lack of 
air and rail connectivity, 
he said all raw materials 
have to be transported to 
commercial hubs as far as 
Dimapur resulting in high 
cost for development, he 
said.

Lack of job opportuni-
ties and distance to com-
mercial districts, he said 
the people of the region 
cannot effectively initiate 
self-employment venture 
other than dependency 
on government jobs or 
government fundings. 
Stating that that the de-
partment had success-
fully implemented all CSS 
programmes, he stated 
that it still far from reach-
ing the target due to lim-
ited funding from both 
the state and the central 
governments.

In addition to having 
minimum support price 

(MSP) for the minor forest 
produce (MFP), he said 
there are needs for storage 
facilities, organic certifi-
cations, value addition, 
market linkages and for 
study and documentation 
of the ethno-botany of the 
important plant species of 
the state.

TRIFED managing di-
rector and DUDA princi-
pal secretary, L Kire, ex-
pressed his concern about 
the operational guidelines 
and requirements of the 
schemes as geographical 
area and biological envi-
ronment varies from state 
to state. He has suggested 
taking into considera-
tion those requirements 
while framing the guide-
lines and policies of the 
schemes.

Power point presenta-
tion on MSP-MFP and 
Van Shan Schemes was 
presented by executive 
director, Sangeeta Mahi-
ndra, while another pres-
entation on implementa-
tion was presented by 
Duda joint director, Dr. 
Anungla Imdong Phom, 
DIPR updated about the 
event on Friday. 

can fly for upto 400 me-
tres and lay 400 eggs. They 
can also carry other virus 
apart from dengue. 

According to Rohan, 
dengue cannot be trans-
mitted from physical con-
tacts with infected per-
son but only through the 
Aedes mosquito. 

“When the mosquito 
bites a person with den-
gue, the virus develops 
within a few days. When 
this mosquito bites a 
healthy person, it intro-
duces the virus to the 
blood,” Rohan stated.

According to Rohan 

the six common symp-
toms of dengue are high 
fever, severe headache, 
pain behind eyes, rash-
es, vomiting or loss of 
appetite, and muscle 
and joint pain. He stated 
that once a carrier mos-
quito bites, it takes four 
to six days to multiply 
and manifest symptoms 
which would last for two 
to seven days leading 
to severe dengue. The 
warning signs of progres-
sion to severe dengue 
are difficulty in breath-
ing, persistent vomiting, 
severe abdominal pain, 

bleeding from gums or 
nose, and blood in urine.

Stating that blood test 
is the best way to confirm 
infection of dengue, Ro-
han advised not to panic 
but seek the assistance of 
doctor immediately. He 
insisted that blood test 
should be carried out to 
confirm the status which 
is only available in District 
Hospital Dimapur.

Speaking about the 
treatment of dengue, 
the doctor asserted that 
there is no specific treat-
ment for dengue. Rohan 
advised bed rest and to 

Participants pose for a photograph. Dr. Rohan (inset) speaking during the seminar in Dimapur on July 20.

drink lots of fluid. He also 
recommended paraceta-
mol tablets but to avoid 
other medicines. He em-
phasised that one should 
never take injections.

Referring to an old ad-
age “Prevention is bet-
ter than cure,” Rohan 
wrapped up his presenta-
tion by urging all to “keep 
the surrounding clean.” 
He has encouraged cov-
ering all water containers 
and disposing solid waste 
properly while also clear-
ing clogged drains.

Earlier, the district 
vector borne officer of 
Dimapur, Imtiwabong, 
in his opening remarks, 
stated that July is known 
as the anti dengue month. 
He asserted that the de-
partment has been con-
templating to conduct a 
dengue prevention train-
ing because they have 
been receiving cases of 
dengue for the last two 
months from some pock-
ets of Dimapur. 

He added that  19 
cases were tested posi-
tive recently from Chu-
mukedima. The officer 
informed that they have 
been concentrating on 
disseminating awareness 
about dengue preven-
tion through training and 
seminars. He reminded 
that in 2017, 357 cases of 
dengue was reported.
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Minister for Agriculture and Cooperation, G Kaito Aye speaking at the 
launching programme of 2nd phase of the Integrated Cooperative 
Development Project at Kohima on July 20.

A  demonstration on vermicompost  being conducted at Porba, Phek 
district. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 20 (EMN): 
With the existence of hun-
dreds of registered coop-
erative societies in the state 
that are non-functioning 
and defunct, Minister for 
Agriculture and Coopera-
tion, G Kaito Aye has called 
upon the targeted co-oper-
ative societies to be aware of 
the objectives of the project 
and come up with exem-
plary achievements and 
success stories.

He was speaking at the 
launching programme of 
2nd phase of the Integrated 
Cooperative Development 
Project (ICDP) for five dis-
tricts viz. Kohima, Tuesang, 
Kiphire, Longleng and Per-
en held at Hotel Japfü, Ko-
hima on July 20. 

Asserting that co-oper-
ative societies in the state 
can be transformed into 
self-reliant societies which 
has the potential to be the 
backbone of the state’s 
economy, Aye maintained 
that together with the im-
plementing agency, the Co-
operation department can 
be transformed into a peo-
ple’s friendly department.

At the same time, Aye 
reminded the societies to be 
fully aware of the vision and 
objectives of any project 
and implement the project 
with confidence and show 
progress. He stated that 
the state has enormous re-
sources in different areas to 
create success stories and 
set an example even in the 
national level, if one can 
genuinely work with sincer-
ity, dedication and perse-

Kaito Aye asks targeted co-ops 
to come out with success stories

ANGCTA observes sit-in dharna 
to protest against MHRD

GHS New Market felicitates first 
batch of successful HSLC students 

Vocational training on vermicompost and 
vermiculture for rural youths conducted

Zunheboto women org. 
puts up schools’ grievances 

3STATE

In the interest of public health, Food safety on wheels team conducting spot sampling and testing of 
contaminants and non-permitted colours in fruits and vegetables in Dimapur market on July 20. 

For public health

“Still can’t believe that you left us so suddenly but in the sight of 
the Almighty God it was the right time. Your presence will be dearly 

missed. Your love and exemplary life will always be our guiding 
star. We love you and console ourselves with the hope to meet you 

someday in heaven”.
~ Goodbye Dad.

We the family members of Lt. K. Thong would like to express our heartfelt gratitude 
to all relatives, friends, colleagues, individuals and well-wishers for your prayer, 
condolences, donations, kind attendance and assistance rendered during our recent 

bereavement.
Our special thanks to:

We regret our inability to thank each and every one of your individually, but it is our ardent 
prayer that God would bless you immensely.

~ Loving wife, children, grandchildren & family members

1. Shri. Neiphiu Rio & Family, Chief 
Minister, Nagaland.

2. Shri. R. Khing & Family, Animal 
Husbandary & Vety. Service & Women 
Resource Development.

3. Shri. Chingwang Konyak, President 
NDPP, Chairman PDA.

4. Shri. G. Rengma (IPS),V. President 
NDPP (Central).

5. NDPP Central/Region- Tseminyu, 
Kohima, Dimapur, Tuensang & Kiphire 
& Mon.

6. Shri. Thapi Semy OSD to CM.
7. DGP, Nagaland Police.
8.	 Nagaland	Police	Retd.	Officers	

Association, Kohima
9. M.T. Branch INT EST Kohima, PHG.
10. Shri. Joseph Hesso (IPS) DIG.
11. Shri. Vekhosa Chakhesang, Sr. SP 

Kohima.
12. CRBC Zunpha.
13. Baptist Church - Sendenyu, RBC 

Kohima, Tsiemekhuma, Rümesinyu & 
Eklektos Church Kohima.

14. Youth Deptt. - Sendenyu, RBCK, High 
School Kohima & Agri. Forest Kohima.

15.	Rengma	Officers	Forum	Tseminyu.
16. Rengma Public Organization Kohima.
17. Chogin Union/ Fellowship.
18. Sendenyu Chipen Union.
19. Rengma Sebunyu Clan.
20. Village Council - Sendenyu, 

Thongsünyu, Lotsuphen, New Sendenyu, 
Ngvüphen, Tsiemekhuma Bawe/ Basa, 
Seiyhama, Phenshünyu, Rümesinyu, 
Phewenyu, Terogvünyu, Likhwenchu, 
Chunlikha, Nsünyu & Phentejon.

21. VP Battalion NSCN IM-Commandant 
and all ranks

22. Chadi-Tsanuo Nerhema Village
23. Tuophema Dzevi Kehou
24. Rengma Pochury Fellowship 4th NAP, 

Thizama
25. Shri. Thenucho Tunyi, Ex. Minister
26. Shri. Nillo Rengma, Ex. Minister
27. Staff of Irrigation & Flood Control, 

Dimapur
28. Foundation for Social Change, Kohima.

K-1807

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

OFFICE OF THE
TENYIMIA UNION DIMAPUR

Dimapur - 797112: Nagaland
Regd. No.H/RS-3350/03

INVITATION

~ ORDER OF THE PROGRAM ~

Followed by Feast

The Tenyimi Union, Dimapur, cordially invites you to the dedication program 
of the Tenyimia Market Complex, near Tragopan Hotel, on the 21st  July 2018 at 
2:00 pm. The Market Complex will be dedicated by Rev. Miazielie Sakhrie in 
presence of Eno Neiphiu Rio, the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Nagaland. 

President, TUD

Dedicatory prayer and unveiling : Rev. Miazielie Sakhrie, Pastor, KVBC.
of the monolith
Welcome address & Presidential Speech : Eno Khalo Kapfo, President, TUD.
Cultural Dance : Rongmei Hoho, Dimapur 
Cultural Song : Western Chakhesang Hoho 
Special Number : Chakhro Angami Kuda Union
Exhortation : Eno Neiphiu Rio, Hon'ble Chief Minister.
Vote of thanks : Eno Nipuni Kayina, Vice President, TUD. 

Compere : Miss Gaitangliu Gonmei

D-5765

verance.
Describing ICDP as 

one of the most important 
schemes of the National 
Co-operative Development 
Co-operation (NCDC), Aye 
said the main objective is to 
promote various economic 
activities through co-oper-
atives in the sphere of agri-
culture, agro-based indus-
tries, cottage and household 
industries, agri. and allied 
sectors like fishery, dairy, 
handloom, horticulture and 
rural industries in the se-
lected districts.

However, he lamented 
that the outcome of the 
project implemented by 
the department in the eight 
districts in the recent past 
has been very discourag-
ing. Towards this end, Aye 
called urged upon the of-
ficers and the staff engaged 
for implementation of this 
programme to discharge 
their responsibilities with 

all sincerity and maintain 
transparency keeping in 
mind the mechanism for 
monitoring of the project 
set by the department.

Officially launching the 
programme, he also handed 
over the keys of the project 
vehicles to the Chief Project 
Officers of the selected five 
districts.

Giving a brief high-
light of the project, ARCS, 
Imsunungsang said ICDP 
is a scheme under which 
an area development ap-
proach is adopted for devel-
opment of cooperatives and 
the funds involved 70% loan 
and the remaining as share 
capital or subsidy. 

Terming this ICDP for 
the selected 5 districts as 
‘quite unique and a special 
one’, Imsunungsang said 
this ICDP was initiated bas-
ing on a set of modalities 
laid down by the state gov-
ernment with the Project 

Kohima, July 20 (EMN): 
The School Management 
Community (SMC), teach-
ers and staff of Government 
High School (GHS) New 
Market, Kohima organised 
a felicitation programme 
for the school’s first batch 
of successful students in 
HSLC examination 2018 on 
July 20. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Kovi Meyase, Joint Sec-
retary to the Government of 
Nagaland congratulated the 
successful candidates and 
their teachers. He lauded 
the students that they were 
the pioneers who held the 
record for the school. 

He reminded them that 
as first matriculates from 
GHS New Market, they car-
ried the responsibility to 
set good examples to their 
juniors. The officer urged 
upon the students to be role 
models and also implored 
them not to forget the ef-
forts of their parents, teach-
ers, community, school 
staff, friends, juniors etc. 
who were working behind 
them to ensure that they 
emerged successful. 

The speaker also point-
ed out that in this age of 
information technology, 
many have become slaves 
to addictive gadgets. Al-
though such gadgets have 
become a necessity, he cau-
tioned them not to become 
slaves of such gadgets but 
rather become masters over 

them as students. He ad-
vised them to inculcate the 
habit of reading books and 
not to be too dependent on 
gadgets. He told students 
to responsibly use social 
networking tools like What-
sApp, YouTube or Google. 

Meyase highlighted the 
importance of maintain-
ing good physical health 
and exhorted the students 
that they could also achieve 
this by helping their par-
ents with household chores 
which is also an engage-
ment in physical activity 
and not only in sports. 

“To be good students, 
the intellect does not only 
matter but the physical as-
pect is also very important,” 
Meyase said, adding that 
when one’s physical body is 
healthy, the mental capabil-
ity also increases. 

Stating that matricula-
tion and graduation are the 
two most important mile-
stones in a student’s life, he 
wished them a successful 
future. 

Headmistress of the 
school, Vilanuo said it was 
a red-letter day though she 
felt that the school was still 
very young in the education 
field. She acknowledged the 
people of the locality for 
their support and coopera-
tion towards the growth of 
the school to where it was 
today.

She also highlighted 
some of the issues and 

Implementing Team (PIT) 
personnel constituted only 
from the cooperation de-
partment unlike previous 
ICDPs, where deputation 
and open interview was 
considered. 

Every step of DPR prep-
aration, he said was guided 
and finalised by the depart-
ment and that for the first 
time, aadhar is to be used 
for identification of soci-
ety officials and members 
wherein loan guarantee are 
to be obtained from VDB or 
village council. 

He also mentioned that 
all payments are to be made 
through bank accounts only 
and that the whole imple-
mentation process is struc-
tured with major focus on 
‘Recovery of the loans’. This 
programme will run for 4 
years covering all major 
agri. and allied activities 
supported by storage, trans-
portation and marketing 
facilities. 

Highlighting the physi-
cal targets of the project, 
Imsunungsang informed 
that in the agriculture and 
Horticulture sector, the de-
partment has proposed to 
develop about 1200 hec-
tares spread over the five 
districts.

He said that the produce 
from these districts will be 
collected, semi-processed 
and marketed through a 
network of collection Cen-
tres, godowns, cold stor-
ages, processing units and 
marketing sheds where the 
project has a provision of 
altogether 44 units. 

Transportation of the 

produce within and export 
out of the district, the ARCS 
Imlinungsang informed,  
will be done by deploying 
pick-up vans, heavy trans-
port vehicles and refer vans 
where the project has ear-
marked 48 vehicles for the 
said purposes. 

In the allied sector, it 
has provisions for 21 dairy 
units, 251 piggery units, 28 
poultry units, 41 units for 
mithun rearing, 80 hec-
tares for fishery and 132 
units for beekeeping, while 
in the industrial sector, it 
has earmarked 94 units for 
weaving, 39 units for handi-
crafts and 2 units for brick 
manufacturing

He also informed that 
under the credit sector, it 
has proposed to enhance 
the working capital of 114 
cooperative societies and 
install 100 nos. of micro 
ATMs across all the 5 dis-
tricts.

Imsunungsang was 
optimistic that with the 
dedication of the Project 
implementing Team, under 
the watchful monitoring of 
the RCS and with the ac-
tive supervision of the State 
Government, the project 
will be a successful one and 
bring about the “Change” in 
the lives of the people of the 
five districts.

Others who spoke dur-
ing the programme include 
Dr. Aotoshi, vice-chairman 
MARCOFED Ltd, Lipoktoba 
Aier, managing director, 
NStCB Ltd and K. Libathung 
Lotha, secretary coopera-
tion.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
The Zunheboto Sumi Toti-
mi Hoho (ZSTH) today ap-
pealed the Department of 
School Education to look 
into certain grievances of 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School Zunheboto 
(GHSSZ) and Shovishe Me-
morial Government High 
School Zunheboto (SM-
GHSZ) with regard to infra-
structure and manpower in 
the interest of the students 
and the people of Zunhe-
boto in general. 

A press release append-
ed by the ZSTH President, 
Boholi H. Awomi and Gen-
eral Secretary Hukashi R. 
Awomi, while appealing the 
state government, stated 
that the organization visited 
the two high schools on July 
19 2018. 

About the Government 
Hr. Sec. School Zunheboto 
(GHSSZ), the release stated 
that the team was saddened 
to learn that the school was 
lacking so much behind 
both in infrastructure and 
man-power. It stated that 
there is ‘a shortage of class-

rooms for secondary sec-
tion, a pathetic science lab-
oratory building with very 
less equipments and only 
one Mathematics teacher 
in the secondary level. It 
also said that there is no 
MIL (Sutsah) teacher for last 
many years in the school 
and shortage of English 
PGT.

Nonetheless, the release 
stated that the team was 
very happy to see many 
positive changes taking 
place in the school. While 
expressing optimism at this 
trend, the release stated that 
the team learned that ‘the 
menace of proxy teachers 
were completely eradicated 
in the school and the teach-
ers are more sincere and the 
students more disciplined. 

About Shovishe Me-
morial Govt. High School 
Zunheboto (SMGHSZ), the 
release expressed shock 
to see the condition of the 
school and stated that ‘even 
after the upgradation of the 
school to the Secondary/
High School level, noth-
ing has been done for the 

school’. 
Saying that the infra-

structure is in a deplorable 
condition, the release stated 
that the classrooms very 
congested, no proper class-
rooms for Classes IX and 
X and no Science labora-
tory. The school is also short 
of mathematics and MIL 
(Sutsah) teachers, and the 
only English Teacher was 
found to be transferred out 
from the school without a 
reliever. 

“It is learnt that the 
school has to deny admis-
sions to many students due 
to lack of infrastructure and 
teachers,” the release stated. 

In this connection, the 
ZSTH appealed the ‘Gov-
ernment of Nagaland and 
the Department of School 
Education to look into the 
grievances of GHSSZ and 
SMGHSZ and do the need-
ful both in infrastructure 
and in manpower so that 
these schools can do justice 
to students studying in the 
school in particular and 
the people of Zunheboto in 
general”.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): The All Nagaland Government 
College Teachers’ Association (ANGCTA) along with the 
rest of the colleges and universities throughout the coun-
try observed a sit in dharna on July 19 to register their pro-
test against the attack on the ministry of Human Resource 
Development on the democratic system of education.

A press release appended by the ANGCTA President 
Lily Angami and General Secretary Dr. Kekhrieseno 
Christina informed on Friday that the All India Fed-
eration of University and College Teachers’ Organisation 
(AIFUCTO) decided to wage a relentless struggle against 
the central government and their ‘neo-liberal’ assault on 
education as observed in the draft proposal of the Higher 
Education Commission of 2018, thereby profoundly de-
stroying the democratic vision of education dreamt by the 
founding members of the Indian Constitution.

‘Further, the association will continue to support any 
follow up activities taken up in the near future by AIFUC-
TO pertaining to this issue,’ the press release added. 

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
A vocational training of 
vermicompost production 
and vermiculture was con-
ducted by Dr. T Esther Long-
kumer, ACTO (Soil Science), 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 

of Phek, Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research-Na-
tional Research Council on 
Mithun at KVK, Porba from 
July 17 to 20th, informed a 
press release received here 
today. 

problems that the school 
was facing. She maintained 
that due to lack of infra-
structure, the teachers were 
finding it difficult to accom-
modate students with op-
tional subjects. The school 
head also apprised the gath-

ering about the lack of staff 
office which was necessary 
particularly to manage cor-
responding papers to higher 
authority and also a chowki-
dar to take care of the docu-
ments of the school. 

Tosovise Pusa, member 

of SMC and Rokobeizo Nyu-
sou, Chairman, New Market 
Area Panchayat also spoke 
on the occasion. 

Altogether, eight stu-
dents cleared the HSLC 
2018 exam from the GHS 
New Market.

 During the four days 
training programme, topics 
such as soil health man-
agement, vermicompost 
production- its importance 
and benefits, vermiculture 
technology were discussed. 
The programme also dis-
cussed about procedures 
for making vermicompost, 
application doses to crops, 
income generation, and 
Vermiwash as a liquid fer-
tilizer. 

The participants were 
shown different types of or-
ganic fertiliser and inorganic 
fertilisers and its impact 
on soil, plant, and human 
health, the release added. 
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 20 (EMN): 
Paying respect to the de-
parted souls of four former 
MLAs including the former 
chief Minister RK Dorendro 
and nine landslide victims 
of Tamenglong district, the 
5th Session of the 11th Ma-
nipur Legislative Assembly 
began here on Friday.

In his obituary refer-
ence, chief minister N Biren 
Singh recalled and shared 
his time with the depart-
ed former Chief Minister 
Dorendro while taking up 
certain issues of the state. 
Singh also condoled the 
demise of former Ministers 
Nongmeikapam Komon 
Singh (Heirok), Soso Lorho 
(Mao) and Dr Wakambam 
Thoiba Singh (Heingang). 
He also expressed immense 
grief over the tragic loss of 
nine precious lives due to 
a landslide at Tamenglong 
town recently.

Participating in the 
obituary reference, the op-
position O Ibobi Singh also 
remembered RK Dorendra 
as a prominent political 
figure for the whole NE 
India for his contribution 
specifically on foreigner’s 
issue. Ibobi also shared 
condolences for the other 
departed souls.

Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Joykumar Singh and Speak-
er of the House Khem-
chand Singh also partici-
pated in the day’s obituary 
reference. Later the house 
observed a two minute 
silence in remembrance of 
the departed souls follow-
ing a resolution.

Later giving a state-
ment in the house of 60 
members, Chief Minister 
N Biren highlighted the 
chronological steps taken 
up by the government on 
ongoing Manipur Univer-
sity crisis and border pillar 

number 81 issues in the 
day’s session. The border 
pillar 81 was located at the 
Kwatha Khunou sector of 
the Indo-Myanmar inter-
national boundary under 
Tengnoupal district of Ma-
nipur. He also sought coop-
eration from all sections in 
resolving these issues. 

While the state chief 
minister was trying to move 
the Sixth Report of the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee 
(BAC), 2018 for passing, 
the opposition members 
and senior congress MLAs 
Gaikhangam, Kh Joykishan 
Singh and N Loken pro-
posed to review the Sixth 
Report of the BAC, 2018 
to extend sittings of the 
ongoing session to discuss 
various issues.

They urged the speaker 
that two day sessions is not 
enough time to discuss 
various impending issues. 
But speaker Y Khemchand 

Singh informed the House 
that the number of sittings 
were already allocated and 
therefore members can 
share their views on the is-
sues in the next sitting and 
if required the sitting can 
be extended. Opposition 
members protested the 
move and walked out of the 
assembly one after another.

After introducing the 
three important bills name-
ly The Manipur People Bill, 
2018, The Manipur Liq-
uor Prohibition (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2018 and 
The Manipur International 
University Bill, 2018 one 
by one by chief minister, 
deputy chief minister and 
education minister Th Rad-
heshyam, chief minister N 
Biren also invited the op-
position members through 
the assembly that discus-
sion can take place at any 
place for the betterment of 
the people and the state.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): Kuki organisa-
tions have questioned the insipid attitude 
of the state government towards the culprits 
responsible for the terror attack on civilian 
residents in Moreh on July 13 even after a 
lapse of seven days.

A joint press release from chairperson 
of Molnoi area Kuki women human rights 
group from Tengnoupal district, Lam-
vah Haokip, and the chairperson of Kuki 
women human rights from Chandel district, 
Lheikim, have expressed disappointment 
on the inability of the government to arrest 
the culprits of the premeditated savage ter-
ror attacks on civilian residential houses 
in Moreh at 2 am on July 13 by suspected 
armed militants. 

Terming as one of the deadliest terror or 
militant attacks in the history of Manipur, 
the press release stated that armed militants 
numbering about ten or more used sophis-
ticated weapons including automatic rifles, 
lethod bombs and hand grenades attacked 
on innocent civilians that lasted for over 45 
minutes to inflict maximum casualty and 
deaths.

It stated that the attackers also assaulted 
Paokhogin Haokip and Lambu, ADC Moreh. 
Besides, the miscreants had attacked the 
residences belonging to Thongkhomang 
Touthang, Chongkholun Lhungdim and 

Onkholet Haokip located at Gamnom Veng, 
Ward Number 2, Moreh, in Tengnoupal 
district.

It stated that many properties includ-
ing vehicles were destroyed in the attack in 
which over 100 rounds of bullets were fired 
and a number of lethod bombs and hand 
grenades lobbed into the houses. It added 
that Thongminlun Haokip, president of TSA, 
Moreh block, along with his pregnant wife 
and two children both below five years, were 
traumatised. Alleging that the attack was 
carried out with an evil design to cause mass 
murder and terror, it questioned as to why 
the government has not taken any punitive 
actions against the attackers till now? 

In the light of the above stated circum-
stances, the organisations have demanded 
the state government to immediately take 
up stringent actions against the culprits 
involved in the attacks and deliver justice to 
the victims.

It also urged to remove armed militant 
group responsible for the attack permanent-
ly from Moreh and its surrounds and provide 
financial assistance to the anguished fami-
lies for the loss of properties and damaged 
vehicles in the attack.

It has further warned to intensify its agi-
tation if the government continues to ignore 
and fail to meet their demands.

Agartala, July 20 (IANS): The Central gov-
ernment has assured Tripura that the state 
is likely to be granted one-time relaxation 
in qualifying marks and professional quali-
fication for recruiting teachers to overcome 
the huge shortage of teachers, an official 
said here on Friday.

“Union HRD (Human Resource De-
velopment) Minister Prakash Javadekar 
during a meeting with Tripura Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb in New Delhi on 
Thursday evening said that his ministry is 
actively considering the state government’s 
proposal to grant the one-time relaxation 
in qualifying marks and exemption of 
professional qualification for recruiting 
teachers,” an official of CM’s secretariat, 
requesting anonymity, said.

He said: “The Union Minister told the 
Chief Minister that the HRD Ministry’s 
decision in this regard shall be taken in the 
best interest of the state of Tripura at the 
earliest.”

“Deb told Javadekar that if the HRD 
Ministry did not relax the academic and 
other qualifications of teachers as laid 
down by the NCTE (National Council For 
Teacher Education), the state would not 
be able to recruit 12,222 teachers,” the of-
ficial said.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) gov-
ernment has earlier urged the HRD min-
istry for a one-time relaxation in academic 

and other qualifications to facilitate re-
cruitment of 12,222 teachers to overcome 
their huge shortage in the state.

Deb also recently met Prime Minister’s 
Principal Secretary Nripendra Mishra in 
New Delhi and took up the teachers’ re-
cruitment issue.

According to the Right of the Child to 
Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act 
of 2009 and NCTE guidelines, Teachers Eli-
gibility Test (TET) is mandatory for recruit-
ment of teachers in government schools.

To appear for the TET, the candidate 
ought to have 50 per cent marks in certain 
subjects and a Bachelor’s degree or Diplo-
ma in Elementary Education or Diploma 
in Education.

The HRD Ministry had earlier relaxed 
the minimum qualification norms for 
teachers, as notified by the NCTE, for As-
sam and West Bengal.

The teachers’ recruitment was a key 
political issue ahead of the February 18 
Assembly elections in Tripura as the Su-
preme Court had upheld a Tripura High 
Court verdict to terminate the services of 
10,323 government teachers on the ground 
of discrepancies during the rule of the Left 
Front government. The apex court, which 
had earlier extended the ad-hoc service of 
the 10,323 teachers, would hold the next 
hearing of the cases of the teachers early 
next month.

Agartala, July 20 (PTI): 
Tripura Police has regis-
tered an FIR against 60 Bru 
displaced people for alleg-
edly holding refugee lead-
ers captive on Monday and 
forcing them to withdraw 
their signature from a tri-
partite agreement on their 
repatriation to their home 
state Mizoram.

The FIR was registered 
suo-moto at Anandana-
gar police station in North 
Tripura district, Superin-
tendent of Police Manik 

Das said today.
Only three out of the 60 

were identified and notices 
were sent to them, he said.

As per the tripartite 
agreement signed by the 
two state governments 
and the Centre, as many as 
32,876 people belonging to 
the Bru community will be 
repatriated from Tripura to 
Mizoram before Septem-
ber 30.

A Sawibunga, presi-
dent of the Mizoram Bru 
Displaced People’s Forum 

(MBDPF), the apex body 
of the refugees lodged in 
six relief camps in North 
Tripura for over two dec-
ades, also signed the pact 
on behalf of the camp in-
mates.

As part of the July 3 
agreement, the Centre of-
fered the refugees a pack-
age of Rs 1.5 lakh for hous-
ing assistance, Rs 4 lakh for 
sustenance, free ration for 
2 years, Rs 5,000 per month 
to each refugee family 
among other benefits.

Itanagar, July 20 (PTI): Lok 
Sabha MP from Arunachal 
Pradesh Ninong Ering has 
urged the Centre to give 
due importance to the uni-
versities of Northeast while 
selecting institutions of 
eminence.

“The concept of bal-
anced regional develop-
ment has been ignored in 
the IOE selection process, 
and such discrimination 
will result in chaotic down-
fall of education standard 
in the region,” Ering said in 
a letter to Union, Human 
Resource Development 
Minister Prakash Javadekar 
on Wednesday.

“The Northeastern re-
gion has a number of uni-
versities which are doing 
well, and they need to be 
given greater impetus to 
promote education,” Ering 
said.

Giving NE universities 
the IOE status would have 
encouraged industrialists 
and foreign educational 
institutions to come to this 
region and set up vocation-
al/technical universities, 
he said.

This could have pro-
vided necessary skills, im-
proved the education qual-
ity, and possibly reversed 
the brain drain from the 
region, he said.

Itanagar, July 20 (PTI): The 
Gauhati High Court has 
directed the Arunachal 
Pradesh government to 
conduct the rural polls in 
the state by December this 
year.

The term of the three-
tier Panchayat bodies had 
expired on May 31.

A change in the struc-
ture from the three-tier 
Panchayati Raj system to a 
two-tier one has apparently 
delayed the rural election in 
the state.

The directions by Itana-
gar permanent bench of 
Gauhati High Court on 
Wednesday came in the 
wake of a writ petition filed 

by former Kurung Kumey 
zilla parishad chairman 
Sangha Tagik seeking the 
court’s intervention in view 
of the delay in the conduct 
of panchayat polls.

The court in its judg-
ment said, “A writ of manda-
mus is hereby issued to avert 
a constitutional crisis in the 
state, directing the govern-
ment of Arunachal Pradesh 
to suitably revise its action 
plan, so as to complete the 
exercise by November 30, 
2018, and thereafter the 
state Election Commission 
shall start its exercise for 
holding the general election 
to the Panchayats.” 

It also directed the Aru-

nachal Pradesh govern-
ment and its functionaries 
to render all cooperation 
and assistance to the State 
Election Commission in 
discharging its constitu-
tional obligation of holding 
a smooth and fair election.

“It is further directed 
that the entire process shall 
not continue beyond De-
cember 12, 2018, keeping in 
mind that the mandate of 
Article 243 E (3) of the Con-
stitution of India cannot be 
diluted by introducing any 
amendment to the statutory 
law of the subject, read the 
judgment,” a copy of which 
was made available to the 
media.

The article says that an 
election to constitute a pan-
chayat shall be completed 
a) before the expiry of its 
duration and b) before the 
expiration of a period of six 
months from the date of its 
dissolution.

The Arunachal Pradesh 
assembly had in March 
passed The Arunachal 
Pradesh Panchayat Raj 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018, to 
have a two-tier Panchayati 
Raj system thereby remov-
ing the anchal samitis at 
the intermediate level in 
consonance with Article 
243(B) of the Constitution 
(73rd Amendment) Act, 
1992.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): With 
no tangible solution at sight over 
the impasse to remove the vice 
chancellor of Manipur University 
spanning over 50 days, the All Tribal 
Students’ Union Manipur (Atsum), 
an umbrella organisation of all the 
hill based students’ organisation 
and the two other organisations 
namely the All Naga Students’ Or-
ganisations Manipur (Ansam) and 
the Kuki Students’ Organisation 
General Headquarters (KSO- GHQ) 
have threatened to launch counter 
agitation if the concerned authori-
ties at the state and centre fail to re-
solve the MU row amicably within 
few days’ time.

The three organisations have 
expressed remorse that the total 
shut down of administrative block 
and examination cell of Manipur 
University has hampered the aca-
demic pursuit of nearly twenty 

thousand graduates whose results 
were yet to be declared due to an-
archy in Manipur University. With 
more than 50 days of agitation for 
removal of the vice chancellor, the 
organisations rued that all aca-
demic activities were put at stake 
leading to irreparable loss in terms 
of human resources. 

A joint press release issued by 
Atsum president Vareiyo Shatsang, 
KSO general secretary, Shon Baite, 
and Ansam president Joseph Adani 
have expressed disappointment 
that the result of the 5th semester of 
bachelor of social work (B SW) has 
not been declared till date. 

The three organisations have 
appealed to give space for condu-
cive learning instead of bringing an 
upheaval in the university which 
would bring more harm than good. 
It stated that neither the vice chan-
cellor nor the human resource 

development have anything to lose 
but the people of Manipur. 

In the fullest of time, the three 
organisations have made a clarion 
call to all the stakeholders to reason 
beyond removal of the vice chan-
cellor for the time being in order to 
salvage thousand students whose 
career are hanging in the balance. 

In the light of the above stated 
circumstances, the three organisa-
tions have reiterated their stance 
to prevail the rule of law without 
further resorting to violence in 
opening the examination cell and 
administrative block to enable 
early declaration of 6th semester 
results without delay. It further 
urged prompt steps by the compe-
tent authority for an independent 
enquiry consisting of members 
from outside of the MU and HRD 
in order to bring normalcy in the 
university. 

New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): A 25-year 
old youth from Manipur was beaten 
to death here early on Thursday by 
his cousin over a monetary dispute, 
police said.

The deceased was identified as 
Suihaimi Khangah A.S by his brother 
who also stayed with him in a rented 
flat at Sunlight Colony area of south 
Delhi, police said.

The incident was reported to 
police at 5.30 a.m.

“Local police reached at the spot 
and found some blood clots and 
stains at the spot. Suihaimi Khangah 
A.S was taken to AIIMS Trauma 
centre with head injuries. He later 
succumbed to his injuries during 
treatment,” said Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Chinmoy Biswal.

Lei Shingham is absconding and 
a manhunt is on to nab him, the 
DCP said.

Mirror Crossword 1884sud0ku 1724
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1883

ACROSS
1. South American wood sorrel
4. A tributary of the Colorado River
8. Swedish rock group
12. Male sheep
13. Muslim leader
14. Bounces over water
15. Rapidity
17. Bird genus
18. Remove salt
19. The forward section of a theater 

mezzanine
21. Shag rugs
23. Stacks
26. Moving quickly and 

energetically
29. Land turtles having clawed 

elephantlike limbs
31. Anger
32. Pools
33. French for “No”
34. Half-diameters
36. An edible mushroom
37. Stalks
38. Rail bird
40. Quick
42. Gave an affirmative gesture
46. Overly nice person
48. Take again
50. Attached to an elevated 

structure
51. The 9th letter of the Greek 

alphabet
52. Linear unit
53. Matures
54. 1 1 1 1 1
55. Prefix meaning “Before”
 
DOWN
1. Towards the mouth or oral region
2. Coarse curly-leafed greens
3. Latin for “Love”
4. Like a young female

5. Mimicks
6. Skeletal muscle
7. From pentane (Chemistry)
8. Opus
9. The back line at each end of a 

tennis court
10. Bits Per Inch 
11. Volcanic mountain in Japan
16. ____ Grant, actor
20. Selects

22. Infections
24. Employee Stock Ownership 

Plan
25. Monetary unit
26. Gentlemen
27. Hind end
28. Explain again
30. Sound with resonance
32. Disorderliness 
35. Pictures

36. Villains
39. Dicot genus
41. Threesome
43. Dispose
44. Chieftain
45. ____te = remove
46. Used especially in paints or 

adhesives
47. Cloth
49. Long period of time

solutions to suD0ku 1723

Manipur Legislative 
Assembly session begins

Kuki organisations resent 
government’s apathy 

HRD Ministry may relax norms for 
teachers’ recruitment in Tripura

Bru repatriation issue: FIR against 60 refugees

Ering urges 
Centre to give 
importance to 
NE universities

Apropos news head-
line “Experts find Shirui 
Lily a carnivorous plant” 
published in this local 
daily on July 20 on the 
region page, it should 
be read as “experts find 
tiny carnivorous plant 
at Shirui Peak’ and not 
as published.

Correction

Gauhati HC directs Arunachal govt. to 
conduct rural polls by December

Mu impasse: Hill students’ bodies 
threaten counter agitation 

Manipur youth beaten 
to death by cousin over 
monetary dispute
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Wipro net flat yearly, 16% 
up quarterly in Q1

Bengaluru, July 20 
(IANS): Global software 
major Wipro on Friday re-
ported Rs 2,094 crore con-
solidated net profit for the 
first quarter (Q1) of fiscal 
2017-18, posting flat (0.5 
per cent) growth annually 
from Rs 2,083 crore in the 
same period year ago.

Sequentially, however, 
net profit grew 16 per cent 
from Rs 1,801 crore quar-
ter ago.

“Consolidated rev-
enue for the quarter (Q1) 
under review, grew 2.6 per 
cent annually to Rs 13,978 
crore from Rs 13,626 crore 
in the like period year 

ago and 1.5 per cent se-
quentially from Rs 13, 769 
crore,” said the city-based 
firm in a statement here.

The company’s global 
IT services business con-
tributed Rs 13,700 crore, 
registering 5.2 per cent 
annual and 2.2 per cent 
sequentially growth.

FSSAI directs 10 e-commerce firms 
to delist non-licensed food operators
New Delhi, July 20 (PTI): 
Food regulator FSSAI to-
day directed Swiggy, Zo-
mato, Foodpanda and 7 
other such apps to stop 
using edibles supplied by 
non-licensed operators 
after consumer com-
plaints of sub-stand-
ard food being served 
through e-commerce 
platforms. “Following a 
series of complaints re-
lated to sub-standard 
food being supplied by 
food businesses listed on 
e-commerce food service 
platforms, FSSAI has di-
rected 10 such platforms 
to debar the non-FSSAI 
licensed/registered food 
operators and ensure 
compliance of food safe-
ty rules and regulations,” 
the regulator said in a 
statement.

Box8, Faasos, Food-
Cloud, Foodmingo, 
Foodpanda, JusFood, 
LimeTray, Swiggy, 
UberEats and Zomato 
have been directed by 
the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority (FS-

SAI).
In February this year, 

FSSAI had operation-
alised guidelines for e-
Commerce Food Busi-
ness Operators (FBOs).

As per the guide-
lines, the listed FBOs on 
e-commerce platforms 
need to display their li-
cence numbers. It also 
mandated an agreement 
between the e-com-
merce platforms and 
FBOs to comply with the 
Food Safety and Stand-
ards ct, Rules and Regu-
lations. 

“However, FSSAI 
noted with serious con-
cern that the compliance 
to these guidelines was 
patchy and there were 
complaints of restau-
rants/hotels without FS-
SAI license being listed 
and allowed to offer/sell 
food products on e-com-
merce food service plat-
forms,” the statement 
said.

There were also sev-
eral complaints of sub-
standard food being 

delivered to consumers 
through online market 
aggregators, it added.

“Food authority, in its 
direction to e-commerce 
food service platforms 
has asked them to initi-
ate immediate action to 
delist the defaulting food 
businesses and submit 
an action taken report 
along with details of 
FBOs listed on their plat-
forms by 31st July 2018,” 
the regulator said.

FSSAI has also direct-
ed the e-commerce plat-
forms to furnish their 
FSSAI license, agree-
ment signed with FBOs 
and their internal checks 
to ensure that their FBOs 
hold valid FSSAI licenc-
es. 

Stating that consum-
ers will welcome this 
new move that aims to 
increase food safety, the 
regulator said that the 
online food platforms 
need to work harder to 
ensure compliance as 
soon as possible with this 
new legal framework.

Bata India to add 150 retail; 
franchise stores in 2018-19
Kolkata, July 20 (IANS): 
Footwear major Bata In-
dia, which is focusing 
on “aggressive launch” 
of new products, plans 
to add around 100 new 
retail stores and 50 fran-
chises across the country 
in 2018-19, an official said 
here on Friday.

“Your company plans 
to add around 100 new 
retail stores and 50 new 
franchise stores in the 
current year across In-
dia,” Chairman Uday 
Khanna told sharehold-
ers at the 85th Annual 
General Meeting here.

He said the growth 
of the industry has been 
triggered by increasing 
internet and smartphone 
penetration and the shoe 
maker sold more than 
8.9 lakh pairs of footwear 
through e-commerce 

channels, recording a 
turnover of Rs 87.9 crore 
during 2017-18.

In order to expand its 
presence in the e-com-
merce space, the compa-
ny also listed its products 
on high traffic-generating 
websites, Khanna said.

Sales through e-com-
merce channel contrib-
ute about 4-4.5 per cent 
to company’s revenue 
currently and it could be 
double digit soon, com-
pany’s Whole Time Di-
rector and CEO Sandeep 
Kataria said, adding that 
e-commerce channel has 
been “profitable”.

“It plans to focus on 
building the Bata brand 
and attracting footfalls 
through attractive store 
decor, in-store activities, 
aggressive launch of new 
products and increasing 

our advertising spend,” 
Khanna said.

The emphasis of the 
company will now be 
both on volume and pre-
miumisation. 

In 2017-18, the foot-
wear major added over 
100 new retail stores, 
31 franchise stores and 
renovated more than 90 
stores across India.

“Over the last couple 
of years, we have focused 
more on upgradation 
which will continue to be 
big priority for us,” Ka-
taria said, adding that it 
has potential to go much 
beyond 450 odd towns 
where it has exclusive 
outlets.

Potentially, there is 
an opportunity for 500 
franchised stores and it 
has just opened 101 fran-
chised stores, he said.

Trump commits job 
training for 3.8 mn 
American workers

Facebook, Google, Microsoft, 
Twitter join Data Transfer Project

Washington, July 20 
(IANS): US President 
Donald Trump along with 
23 companies and profes-
sional associations have 
signed a commitment to 
train 3.8 million unem-
ployed American workers.

“In the days and 
months ahead, we hope 
that hundreds of compa-
nies and organisations 
will join us in this effort,” 
Efe news quoted Trump 
as saying on Thursday.

Among the companies 
and organisations signing 
the pledge are Fed-Ex, 
which has vowed to train 
5,12,000 workers; General 
Motors, 10,975; Microsoft, 
10,000; The Home Depot, 
50,000; IBM, 1,00,000 and 
Lockheed Martin, 8,000.

For its part, the Ameri-
can Trucking Association 
promised to offer voca-
tional training to 50,000 
people, the Associated 

Builders and Contrac-
tors to 5,00,000 and the 
National Restaurant As-
sociation will provide for 
3,70,000.

Representatives of 
companies and profes-
sional associations at-
tended the signing of 
the pledge in the White 
House.

Trump also signed an 
executive order to create 
the Council for American 
Workers so that “students 
and workers have access 
to affordable, relevant, 
and innovative education 
and job training”.

The Council will be 
made up of public offi-
cials, but Trump said that 
in the coming weeks he 
will also establish an ex-
ternal board comprising 
representatives from the 
private sector that will 
work together with the 
Council.

New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): 
To help billions of users 
manage their data and 
help them transfer that 
into and out of online 
services without privacy 
issues, four tech giants 
-- Facebook, Google, Mi-
crosoft and Twitter -- on 
Friday announced to join 
the open source initia-
tive called Data Transfer 
Project (DTP).

In the early stages at 
the moment, the Data 
Transfer Project will help 
users of one service to use 
their data to sign up for 
another service with en-
cryption. 

“Using your data from 
one service when you sign 
up for another still isn’t as 
easy as it should be. Today 
we’re excited to announce 
that we’re participating in 
the Data Transfer Project,” 
said Steve Satterfield, Pri-
vacy and Public Policy 
Director at Facebook in a 
statement.

The initiative comes at 
a time when data-sharing 
is making headlines -- be 
it the massive Cambridge 
Analytica data scandal or 
third-party apps access-
ing users’ data at various 
platforms -- amid coun-
tries announcing new 
data-protection laws like 
the European General 
Data Regulation Protec-
tion (GDPR).

Moving data between 
any two services can be 
complicated because 
every service is built dif-
ferently and uses different 
types of data that may re-
quire unique privacy con-

trols and settings. 
“For example, you 

might use an app where 
you share photos pub-
licly, a social networking 
app where you share up-
dates with friends, and a 
fitness app for tracking 
your workouts,” said Sat-
terfield. 

“These are the kinds 
of issues the Data Trans-
fer Project will tackle. 
The Project is in its early 
stages, and we hope more 
organisations and experts 
will get involved,” he add-
ed.

The Data Transfer 
Project uses services’ ex-
isting APIs and authori-
sation mechanisms to 
access data. It then uses 
service specific adapters 
to transfer that data into 
a common format, and 
then back into the new 
service’s API.

According to Google, 
the project will let users 
“transfer data directly 
from one service to an-
other, without needing to 
download and re-upload 
it”.

The tech giants also 
released a white paper on 
this project.

“The future of port-
ability will need to be 
more inclusive, flexible, 
and open. Our hope for 
this project is that it will 
enable a connection be-
tween any two public-
facing product interfaces 
for importing and export-
ing data directly,” read the 
white paper. According 
to Damien Kieran, Data 
Protection Officer at Twit-

New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): Tick-
ets on the Indian Railways’ pre-
mium trains were much higher 
as compared to airfares, says a 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
(CAG) report, tabled in parlia-
ment on Friday.

Coming down heavily on the 
flexi-fare scheme of the Indian 
Railways, the CAG report said: 
“For the 120 advance reservation 
period (ARP) of 120 days, travel 
by air was found to be cheapest 
mode in 17 directions of travel.

“In the remaining nine di-
rections though, the air fare was 
higher and the difference in fare 
was only up to Rs 600,” it pointed 
out.

The government auditor also 
said that for 90 days ARP, travel 
was found to be cheapest mode 
in the 18 directions of travel.

the report also highlighted 
that for the 60 days ARP, travel 
by air was found to be cheapest 
mode in 19 directions for travel 
and for 30 days ARP, travel by air 
was cheapest mode in 17 direc-
tions.

It also said that in Hydera-

bad-New Delhi, New Delhi-
Hyderabad, Bengaluru-New 
Delhi, New Delhi-Bengaluru, 
Bhubaneshwar-New Delhi, 
New Delhi-Bhubaneshwar, New 
Delhi-Chennai and Bengaluru-
Kolkata sectors, the air fare was 
cheaper when the tickets were 
booked 30 days to 120 days in ad-
vance.

The report highlighted that 
the airlines reported growth in 
number of passengers in 26 di-
rections whereas occupancy in 
Rajdhani or Duranto Express 
trains increased only in four di-
rections.

“When compared to the 
cost and time taken for travel by 
AC2 and AC3 tier, air travel by 
economy class worked out to be 
cheaper and preferable mode of 
travel. This is corroborated by 
decreasing trend of occupancy 
in premier trains post flexi fare 
scheme, while the number of the 
passenger carried out by airlines 
increased during the same pe-
riod of post-flexi as compared to 
pre-flexi,” it said.

The CAG also pointed out 

that the flexi fare scheme has 
led to decrease in ticket sales in 
all classes except sleeper class of 
Duronto trains. 

“Even in AC 3 class, which was 
one of the most profitable class-
es, the occupancy dropped sig-
nificantly after the introduction 
of flexi fare and the vacant berths 
increased from 0.66 per cent in 
pre-flexi period to 4.46 per cent 
in post-flexi period. In terms of 
absolute numbers, the Premier 
trains carried 2,40,79,899 pas-
sengers during post flexi period 
as compared to 2,47,36,469 pas-
sengers during pre-flexi period,” 
said the CAG in its report. 

However, the CAG said that 
through the flexi fare scheme, In-
dian Railways has earned Rs 552 
crore. 

“Railway earned Rs 552 crore 
from passenger earnings from 
the Premier trains post flexi fare 
system during September 9, 
2016 to July 31, 2017, and there 
was de-growth of 2.65 per cent 
in number of passengers despite 
the availability of berths or seats,” 
the CAG said. 

The CAG also advised the na-
tional transporter to fine tune the 
flexi fare scheme so that not only 
revenue but also the number of 
passengers increase. 

“After the introduction of the 
flexi fare system, passengers pre-
ferred to travel by mail or express 
trains over the Rajdhani or Du-
ranto or Shatabdi Express trains 
despite a higher travel time for 
mail or express trains.”

It also said that the introduc-
tion of flexi fare in AC3 tier class 
which was already a profit mak-
ing class was not fair.

On September 9, 2016, Rail-
ways introduced flexi-fare for 
premier trains - Rajdhani, Du-
ronto and Shatabdi.

Under this, the base fare in-
creases by 10 per cent with every 
10 per cent of berths sold, subject 
to a prescribed limit. There was 
no change in the existing fare for 
first AC and EC class of travel. 

But on December 19, Rail-
ways started to provide 10 per 
cent rebate on any seat left va-
cant after the preparation of the 
chart.

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Wipro, Abidali Z. Neemuchwala, announce the first quarter financial result of 
the company during a press conference at Wipro headquarter, in Bengaluru on Friday, July 20.

Air fares on many routes cheaper 
than railways’ premium trains — CAG

ter, right now, much of 
the online products and 
services we use do not in-
teract with each other in 
a coherent and intuitive 
fashion. 
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PATH
hen I lived in Oklahoma I had a friend who “chased” tornados. John tracked the storms 
carefully through radio contact with other chasers and local radar, trying to keep a safe 
distance while observing their destructive paths so he could report sudden changes to 
people in harm’s way.

One day a funnel cloud changed course so abruptly John found himself in grave 
danger. Fortunately, he found shelter and was spared.

John’s experience that afternoon makes me think of another destructive path: sin in our lives. The Bible 
tells us, “Each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after 
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death” (James 1:14–15).

There’s a progression here. What may at first seem harmless can soon spin out of control and wreak havoc. 
But when temptation threatens, God offers us shelter from the gathering storm.

God’s Word tells us He would never tempt us, and we can blame our choices only on ourselves. But when 
we “are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that [we] can endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). As we turn 
to Him and call on Him for help in the moment of temptation, Jesus gives us the strength we need to overcome.

Jesus is our shelter forever.

Shelter from the Storm
BIBLE READ:  JAMES 1:12–18  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

But as for me, how good it is to be near God! I 
have made the Sovereign Lord my shelter. 

~  Psalm 73:28 NLT
Our Savior calms temptation’s storm.

'Screening HIV, Syphilis Can Cut 
New HIV Cases in India By 7%'

Binge Drinking in Adolescence 
Impairs Working Memory— Study

Diabetic Women at Higher Risk 
of Developing Cancer — Study

This AI Robot Chemist Could Cut Cost of Drug Discovery

C
ombining testing and treatment of 
HIV with syphilis among sex work-
ers and gay men could reduce the 
number of new HIV cases in India 

by seven per cent, and potentially avert over 
50,000 new infections, in a decade, says a 
Lancet report.

The research suggested that using HIV 
screening, antiretroviral therapy (ART) to 
treat the infection, and antiviral drugs to pre-
vent disease in uninfected people along with 
testing and treatment for syphilis in female 
sex workers and men who have sex with men 
(MSM), can decrease the number of new HIV 
cases at a national-level by seven per cent be-
tween 2018-2028.

It can also potentially avert 51,000 new in-
fections (including 43,000 in MSM, but fewer 
new infections in female sex workers). 

"Health systems must be designed to 
meet the needs of the people they serve, in-
cluding having the capacity to address multi-
ple health problems simultaneously. No one 
can be left behind in our efforts to achieve 
sustainable health. We must recognise health 
as an investment, and increase resources to 
support stronger, sustainable, and people-

centred health systems," said Professor Chris 
Beyrer, from the John Hopkins University in 
Maryland, US.

Further, the combined strategy could also 
avoid 81,000 AIDS-related deaths (including 
59,000 in MSM, and 6,200 in female sex work-
ers) between 2018-2028.

Including testing and treatment of syphi-
lis is estimated to diagnose and treat more 
than 510,000 new syphilis cases in female 
sex workers and MSM in 2018 alone, but the 
long-term effects would depend on infection 

and re-infection rates, the report noted. 
According to a new Lancet Commission 

led by the International AIDS Society, a "dan-
gerous complacency" to HIV control, which 
includes stalling of HIV funding in recent 
years, could lead to a resurgence of the deadly 
disease as well as hamper the efforts to end 
the pandemic by 2030, which has claimed 
lives of over 35 million people worldwide.

Thrusting on the need for urgent changes 
to the HIV response, the researchers said that 
historic "exceptionalism" of HIV treatment 
and care may no longer be sustainable; serv-
ices will likely need to be part of wider health 
care supporting related diseases and condi-
tions.

"The HIV response and the broader global 
health field must work together. Despite the 
remarkable progress of the HIV response, the 
situation has stagnated in the past decade. 
Reinvigorating this work will be demanding, 
but the future health and wellbeing of mil-
lions of people require that we meet this chal-
lenge," said Linda-Gail Bekker, President of 
the International AIDS Society and Professor 
at University of Cape Town, South Africa.

 Source: IANS

P
arents, take note: If 
your teenage child 
is drinking alco-
hol, it may impair 

his/her working memory, 
a new study suggests.

The findings, pub-
lished in the Journal of 
Neuroscience, also sug-
gested that teenagers who 
binge drink are 15 times 
more likely to become 
alcoholics during adult-
hood.

"The brains of young 
teens are at a stage of de-
velopment that makes 
them more vulnerable 
to being switched on to 
alcohol addiction," said 
co-author Neil Harrison, 
Professor at the Columbia 
University in New York.

"The question we are 
asking is, can we find 
those switches in the ado-
lescent binge drinker so 
that we can turn it off?" 
Harrison added.

Earlier, other re-
searchers have looked 
at the neuroscience of 
binge drinking by getting 
mice intoxicated through 
vapour inhalation or al-
cohol injection. But for 
this study the researchers 
allowed the mice to drink 
voluntarily.

In this approach, mice 
were given access to alco-
hol every other day during 
a period in their develop-
ment that's equivalent to 
human adolescence.

The researchers found 
that consequences of 
binge drinking in ado-
lescent mice were also 
similar to the effects in 
humans and as they be-
come young adults, those 
that drank heavily in their 
youth adopted drinking 
patterns often seen in 
people, the researchers 
said.

The most striking 

changes that the re-
searchers saw appeared 
in neurons within the 
mouse equivalent of the 
human prefrontal cortex 
(PFC), which is involved 
in planning actions by 
suppressing inappropri-
ate responses and main-
taining working memory 
(which governs very 
short-term memory) and 
attention. 

In the binge-drinking 
mice, certain PFC neu-
rons were less able to 
generate persistent ac-
tivity, and these changes 
appear to impair working 
memory, the researchers 
mentioned.

"These findings may 
help explain why human 
adolescent binge drinkers 
have memory problems," 
noted the lead author 
Michael Salling from the 
Columbia University.

Source: IANS

Novel Eye Drop May Treat Age-Related Vision Loss

S
cientists have 
been develop-
ing an eye drop 
that can be self-

administered, thus revo-
lutionizing treatment for 
age-related macular de-
generation (AMD) -- the 
leading cause of blind-
ness in the developed 
world.

Currently treated by 
injections of sight-saving 
drugs into the eye which 
must be administered by 
medical professionals, it 
is estimated that, by 2020 
there will be about 200 

million people worldwide 
with AMD. 

However, scientists at 
the Britain's University of 
Birmingham have been 
developing an alternative 
treatment in the form of 
an easy-to-use eye drop. 

After earlier proving 
that the drop has a simi-
lar therapeutic effect as 
injections do in rodents, 
the team began investi-
gating the drug in rabbits 
and pigs, which have eyes 
that are similar to those of 
humans.

The new study dem-

onstrated that the eye 
drops can deliver a 
therapeutically effective 
amount of the drugs to 
the retina of the larger 
mammalian eye.

"For several years, 
our team has focused on 
the challenge of deliver-
ing drugs to the back of 
the eye," said Felicity de 
Cogan, biochemist from 
the varsity.

"From the outset, 
we realized that deliver-
ing drugs through eye 
drops would mean that 
patients can administer 

their treatment them-
selves, and this would be 
less costly, save time for 
patients and healthcare 
providers, and reduce the 
potential complications 
that can arise from injec-
tions," he added.

The technology, de-
tailed in the journal In-
vestigative Ophthalmol-
ogy and Visual Science 
(IOVS), behind the eye 
drops is a cell-penetrat-
ing peptide that can de-
liver the drug to the retina 
(the back of the eye). 

" Ce l l - p e n e t ra t i n g 
peptides will drive the 
next generation of treat-
ment for people with 
AMD," noted Robert 
Scott, Professor at the 
varsity.

"They will be trans-
formative for patients 
who currently have to or-
ganise their lives around 
monthly clinic visits for 
uncomfortable intraocu-
lar injections, who will in 
the future have the con-
venience of self-adminis-
tering their medical treat-
ment," he explained.

Clinical trials could 
start as early as 2019, the 
researchers said.

Source: IANS

W
omen suf-
fering from 
diabetes may 
be at a higher 

risk of developing cancer 
than men, a new study 
has found.

The findings suggest-
ed that among the study 
participants, women with 
diabetes (Type 1 and Type 
2) were at higher risks for 
developing kidney cancer 
(11 per cent), oral cancer 
(13 per cent), stomach 
cancer (14 per cent) and 
leukaemia (15 per cent) 
compared to men with 
the similar condition.

Diabetes affects more 
than 415 million people 
worldwide, with five mil-
lion deaths every year. 

According to the re-
searchers, it is believed 
that heightened blood 
glucose may have cancer-
causing effects by leading 
to DNA damage.

"The link between 
diabetes and the risk of 
developing cancer is now 
firmly established," said 
lead author Toshiaki Oh-
kuma from The George 
Institute for Global 
Health in Australia.

"The number of peo-
ple with diabetes has 
doubled globally in the 
last 30 years but we still 

have much to learn about 
the condition," Ohkuma 
added.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Dia-
betologia, the researchers 
examined data on all-site 
cancer events (incident 
or fatal only) from 121 
cohorts that included 
19,239,302 individuals.

The researchers found 
that women with diabe-
tes were 27 per cent more 
likely to develop cancer 
than women without dia-
betes but for men the risk 
was 19 per cent higher.

They also found that 
diabetes was a risk factor 
for the majority of can-
cers of specific parts of 
the body for both men 
and women.

Overall, it was calcu-
lated that women with 
diabetes were six per cent 
more likely to develop 
any form of cancer than 
men with diabetes.

"It's vital that we un-
dertake more research 
into discovering what is 
driving this, and for both 
people with diabetes and 
the medical community 
to be aware of the height-
ened cancer risk for 
women and men with di-
abetes," Ohkuma noted.

Source: IANS
Eat More Veggies, Fruits to Reduce Breast Cancer Risk

C
onsuming high 
amount of fruits 
and vegetables 
may put women 

at a lower risk of breast 
cancer, especially of ag-
gressive tumours, a new 
study suggests.

The findings suggest-
ed that women, among 
the study participants, 
who ate more than 5.5 
servings of fruits and veg-
etables each day had an 
11 per cent lower risk of 
breast cancer than those 
who ate only 2.5 or fewer 
servings.

The researchers also 
found that higher con-
sumption of fruits and 
vegetables was particu-
larly associated with low-
er risk of more aggressive 
tumours including ER-
negative, HER2-enriched 
and basal-like tumours.

Cruciferous veg-
etables such as broccoli, 
yellow and orange veg-
etables had a particularly 

U
sing Artificial 
I n t e l l i g e n c e 
(AI), research-
ers have trained 

a robot to automati-
cally explore a very large 
number of chemical reac-
tions which could reduce 
the cost of discovering 
new molecules for drugs.

The researchers be-
lieve that the "self-driv-
ing" system, underpinned 
by Machine Learning 
(ML) algorithms, could 
also help discover new 
chemical products in-
cluding materials, poly-
mers, and molecules for 
high tech applications 
like imaging.

The robot can find 
new reactions and mol-
ecules, allowing a digital-
chemical data-driven ap-
proach to locating new 
molecules of interest, 

rather than being con-
fined to a known database 
and the normal rules of 
organic synthesis, accord-
ing to a study published 
in the journal Nature.

"This approach is a 
key step in the digitisation 
of chemistry, and will al-
low real time searching of 
chemical space leading to 
new discoveries of drugs, 

interesting molecules 
with valuable applica-
tions, and cutting cost, 
time, and crucially im-
proving safety, reducing 
waste, and helping chem-
istry enter a new digital 
era," said lead researcher 
Leroy (Lee) Cronin, Pro-
fessor at University of 
Glasgow in Britain.

The team demonstrat-

ed the system's potential 
by searching around 1,000 
reactions using combina-
tions of 18 different start-
ing chemicals. 

After exploring only 
around 100, or 10 per 
cent, of the possible reac-
tions, the robot was able 
to predict with over 80 
per cent accuracy which 
combinations of starting 
chemicals should be ex-
plored to create new reac-
tions and molecules, the 
study said.

By exploring these re-
actions, they discovered 
a range of previously un-
known new molecules 
and reactions, with one 
of the reactions classed 
to within the top one per 
cent of the most unique 
reactions known, the 
study said.

Source: IANS

Doctors Give Just 11 Seconds 
Before Interrupting Patients

E
ver witnessed your 
doctor rushing and 
hardly listening to 
your condition? It 

could be true, say research-
ers. Patients, on an average 
get just about 11 seconds to 
explain the reason for their 
visit before they are inter-
rupted by their doctors, 
finds an analysis of clinical 
encounters.

The findings showed 
that doctors spend little 
time first listening to their 
patients and interrupt 
them often.

Only one in three doc-
tors provide their patients 
with adequate opportunity 
to describe their situation. 

Time constraints, not 
enough training on how 
to communicate with pa-
tients, and burnout experi-
enced by physicians could 
be standing in the way of 
a more patient-centred 
approach, the researchers 
noted. 

"Our results suggest 
that we are far from achiev-
ing patient-centred care," 
said Naykky Singh Ospina 
from the University of Flor-
ida, and the Mayo Clinic in 
the US. 

For the study, published 
in the Journal of General 
Internal Medicine, the 
team analysed the initial 

few minutes of consulta-
tions between 112 patients 
and their doctors in various 
US clinics. 

The results showed that 
in just over one third of the 
time (36 per cent), patients 
were able to put their agen-
das first.  But patients who 
did get the chance to list 
their ailments were still 
interrupted seven out of 
every ten times, on average 
within 11 seconds of them 
starting to speak. 

In this study, patients 
who were not interrupted 
completed their opening 
statements within about 
six seconds.

Further, primary care 
doctors were found to al-
low more time than spe-
cialists and tended to in-
terrupt less. It could be 
because specialists might 
skip the introductory step 
of agenda setting because 
they already know why a 
patient has been referred, 
Ospina explained.

"However, even in a 
specialty visit concerning a 
specific matter, it is invalu-
able to understand why the 
patients think they are at 
the appointment and what 
specific concerns they have 
related to the condition or 
its management," Ospina 
said.               Source: IANS

significant association 
with lower breast cancer 
risk, suggests the study 
published in the Interna-
tional Journal of Cancer.

This suggests that oth-
er constituents of these 
foods, such as antioxi-
dants and other micro-
nutrients, may also be im-
portant in reducing breast 
cancer risk.

"Although prior stud-
ies have suggested an as-
sociation, they have been 
limited in power, particu-
larly for specific fruits and 
vegetables and aggres-

sive subtypes of breast 
cancer," said first author 
Maryam Farvid from the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health in Bos-
ton.

"This research pro-
vides the most complete 
picture of the impor-
tance of consuming high 
amounts of fruit and 
vegetables for breast can-
cer prevention," Farvid 
added.

For the study, the re-
searchers analysed diet 
questionnaires submit-
ted every four years by 

participants in the Nurs-
es' Health Study (88,301 
women) and the Nurses' 
Health Study II (93,844 
women). 

The researchers also 
conducted an analysis by 
tumour hormone recep-
tor status and molecu-
lar subtype to find out 
whether the benefits of 
fruit and vegetable con-
sumption differed among 
various types of breast 
cancers.

A serving was defined 
as one cup of raw leafy 
vegetables, half a cup of 
raw or cooked vegetables 
or chopped or cooked 
fruits.

Previous studies have 
linked higher fiber in-
take with reduced risk 
of breast cancer, but the 
benefits of fruits and veg-
etables found in this study 
appear to be independent 
of their fiber content, the 
researchers noted.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today, Aries, mat-
ters surrounding business and finances need 
immediate attention, and this could prove a 
bit disheartening. Do you have a lot of unfin-

ished tasks that have piled up? Gear up and get to them. 
They aren’t going away, and you’ll feel better about ev-
erything when they’re out of the way. You might find that 
clearing up these old matters allows new opportunities 
to flow your way.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): New opportu-
nities to advance your professional standing 
may arise, Taurus. The aspects bode well for 
business and money. Promising new proj-

ects may present themselves. Your tendency to serve 
and nurture others should strengthen your work re-
lationships, so morale on the job takes a tangible up-
swing at this time. Warmth and affection for friends, 
children, romantic partners, and even casual acquain-
tances should increase and enhance relationships.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Restlessness may 
plague you throughout the day, Gemini, be-
cause you could be brimming over with physi-
cal energy but have no outlet for it. You might 

have to stay in and wait for something important, which 
could prove frustrating. Put on an exercise video and 
do aerobics while you wait. This isn’t a good day to start 
new projects. Limit your social interactions to exercising 
with others at the gym.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Though current 
business and money matters could well en-
counter obstacles, at this time you may find 
yourself reaping the rewards of past efforts. 

Your naturally persevering nature practically assures 
more success in the future, Cancer, even though you 
might be blocked now. New insights as to how to con-
tinue to progress could come your way today. It might 
be a good idea to write them down so you’ll be assured 
of having them at your fingertips later.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today your powers 
of persuasion are at an all-time high. This is a 
good day to ask for a raise or promote a new 
project. Your drive to gain recognition for your 

accomplishments may necessitate seeking the public eye, 
so if publicity is what you need, this is the day to go for it. 
Your observational skills are acute, as is your insight into 
others’ feelings. This is definitely a good day to seek ad-
vancement.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): This day bodes well 
for accomplishments in business and finance. 
Long-term investments of either time or funds 
may finally pay off. New opportunities could 

come your way. This is a better time to complete old 
projects than start new ones, Virgo, but if you must, new 
projects started now should be successful. Celebrate by 
treating yourself to new clothes. Wear them for a long-
time friend or lover this evening.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your insight, cre-
ativity, and inventiveness are in full swing, Li-
bra, and new ideas come thick and fast. How-
ever, you might find yourself too caught up 

in boring, mundane tasks to do very much about it. Yet 
physical energy is plentiful, so you have it in you to take 
care of chores and then have time to do what you enjoy. 
You’ll produce results if you remember to pace yourself. 
Work too hard and you’ll be too tired!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): As a natural 
healer, you might find yourself experiencing a 
rush of transformative energy today, which you 
should put into practice. This is a great time to 

go for a massage or study natural healing modalities such 
as herbs or aromatherapy. Combine them with your in-
nate healing abilities, Scorpio, and you might be happy 
with the results. Your mind is especially receptive right 
now. You’ll retain more of what you learn than you usually 
would.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Be pre-
pared to work diligently toward making your 
dreams a reality today, Sagittarius. Success is 
definitely on the way, though it may not be 

approaching quite as quickly as you might like. A lot 
of significant letters and phone calls could come your 
way, keeping you busy. Don’t allow yourself to get too 
frazzled, though. Take time periodically throughout 
the day to sit quietly and recoup your energy.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
find it harder than usual to wake up this 
morning, Capricorn, as your energy may be 
flagging. Personal or professional pressures 

might stir feelings of futility, but don’t fall into this trap. In 
spite of your momentary lethargy, everything on the ho-
rizon looks far better than it seems - primarily because of 
your own hard work. Retire early tonight and tomorrow 
you’ll feel more energetic.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today it might 
suddenly hit you that you have a lot of unfin-
ished tasks that need to be completed, and this 
might lead to a case of the blues. Take heart! The 

process appears more overwhelming than it is, Aquarius. A 
little planning and focused discipline should enable you to 
get through everything without stressing yourself out too 
much. In the evening, reward yourself with a meal out or 
a movie.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Business and fi-
nancial matters look promising today, Pisces, 
but you could find yourself torn between the 
need to attend to these matters and the de-

sire to relax at home. If you have to make a choice, it 
might be best to choose the former, because today’s 
aspects promise opportunities that might not come 
around again for a while. The evening should be your 
own. Plan an intimate dinner with a lover. You’ll like the 
results!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Aseem Sundan | thewire.in
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Reading Slows Us Down, It Makes Us Ponder – And That’s a Good Thing

Picture This: Why Mental Representations Evolved

Why You Need to Limit Your Kids’ Screen Time

S
ome of the few things that have re-
mained constant in my life in the last 
25 years are the timing of the Pooja 
Express from Jammu to Jaipur, and 

the fact that it is always delayed by a few 
hours. My mother getting out at Alwar sta-
tion to get the kulhar wali chai, and me fin-
ishing a book during the journey and feeling 
fulfilled.

My mother used to utilise the time in the 
train to make me read. It started with the 
short stories in

kids’ magazines like Champak and 
sometimes even Reader’s Digest, until she 
decided it was time her children read entire 
books. When my mother asked me to read 
the autobiography of Bhagat Singh out loud, 
I was irritated at first, wondering why she 
was spoiling my entire trip by making me 
study even there on the train.

“Every tiny molecule of ash is in motion 
with my heat. I am such a lunatic that I am 
free even in jail.”

At these words, I stopped simply read-
ing. I started imagining. This young boy had 
made the entire British empire tremble.

The train crossed Pathankot, Amritsar, 
Ambala, Panipat, Delhi, the various places 
where the bells of rebellion had rung clear 
at some point in history – and as they were 
happening in the book . I was now en-
grossed, reading the book under the light 
of those night lamps that come fixed to the 
side of each cabin berth. It was the first time 
my mother didn’t ask me to switch that light 
off, probably because she knew I was using 
it right. My 11-year-old self had stayed up 
all night after reading his first proper book, 
just pondering over the thirst for justice and 
freedom he had discovered. It shaped the 
person I am today. Only a book could do 
that.

Today, it is so easy to be distracted from 
the innate, effortless yet intricate power of 
words through explosive headlines, end-
less scrolling, tweets, terrible tiny tales and 
YouTube videos claiming to explain the his-
tory of 1000 years in a matter of minutes. 

At such a time, reverting to reading books 
becomes a lot more urgent. We are in such 
a constant rush that we’ve started believing 
that watching a short video can suffice and 
is more productive than reading a book.

While an HD video can bring the Buck-
ingham Palace and the lights of the London 
skyline to you in a few seconds, it can never 
give you the feel of London in the way words 
can. In a period of social intolerance, legal 
repression and cultural marginalisation, 
a video can’t catapult you into a different 
time. You can’t understand the struggles of 
oppressed women, enslaved populations, 
subjugated tribes and castes. You have to 
read books to read cities, to read times, to 
read emotions, to read love, to read strug-
gles. There is no other way. Books make us 
ponder.

In a world dominated by social media, 
we’re seeking instant gratification. We don’t 
ponder. We’re

absolutely missing out on the nuances 
of everything, and as a result we’re miss-
ing out on understanding anything. The 

discourse on news channels is an example. 
Everything has turned so black and white. 
Hits and views are more important than 
genuine comprehension. The fake news 
floating around on WhatsApp leading to 
lynchings in our country exists because we 
have accepted we don’t need to look further. 
We don’t want to slow down, read and un-
derstand. We don’t question.

Books have the power to slow us down, 
to make us appreciate and understand the 
things around us, and to question what we 
think we already know. That moment when 
you read something so profound that you 
stop for a moment and attempt to digest 
it – that can never be done through some-
one else’s voice coming at you. The regres-
sive beliefs we hold onto so dearly can’t be 
changed overnight by talk shows or videos, 
only books have the power to do that. Only 
when we are absolutely alone can we allow 
ourselves to change, and that ideal atmos-
phere is what books create.

As I grapple with the fact that my home-
town’s last surviving bookshop was replaced 

by a mobile store last month,
The last running bookshop in my home-

town had to shut down to make way for a 
mobile shop last

month, and now I can only hope that the 
world slows down for a moment. I hope we 
can get through those difficult first 50 pages 
so we can walk in someone else’s story. I only 
hope to see another mother on the Pooja 
Express train making her children read. I 
hope every child gets to experience that one 
night where they stay awake till the train 
reaches Delhi and the story they’re reading 
comes to an end. So that in every heart the 
urge for revolution, the fight against injus-
tice, remains ever brewing. When the chaos 
of the world gets too much to take, they can 
open a book and let the soothing fragrance 
of old wise words slow them down a little.

I know Dilli door ast (Delhi is a long way 
away) but books and only books will guide 
us there.

(Aseem Sundan is a poet and a 
photographer from Jammu & Kashmir, 

based in Delhi. )

L
et’s say you are offered a new 
job in a different city, and you 
need to figure out whether to 
accept it. How are you going 

to do this? Most likely, you will think 
about what the job offer means to 
you: what will the new city be like? 
How fulfilling will the new job be? 
What about the pay and other ben-
efits? How does all of this compare 
with where you live and work now? 
It’s not trivial, but in the end you’ll 
manage to make up your mind.

This sort of situation is a fasci-
nating conundrum of human living 
– and not just because of the imme-
diate prospects for career advance-
ment and relocation enjoyment. 
What makes it exciting for cognitive 
scientists is that, in making this de-
cision, you mentally represent the 
different factors that go into it (what 
it is like to accept the job, what your 
current situation is like, and so on), 
and then act based on these mental 
representations.

Such mental representations 
have two features that make them 
very interesting objects of study. 

First, they are like internal models: 
intermediaries between the world 
and your reactions to the world, and 
you use them – rather than the world 
itself – to decide what you are to do. 
The job offer is not like a shove that 
moves you out of the way of an on-
coming bicycle. To the extent that it 
moves you at all, it does so via the 
way it is represented in your mind.

Second, mental representa-
tions have the traditional features of 
meaning. The same job offer can be 
represented in very different ways; 
and you can be mistaken in the ways 
that you represent life in a new city: 
maybe life in the British town of 
Maidenhead has a lot more to offer 
than you thought. This is different 
from most other things in the world. 
For example, the chemical reaction 
between baking soda, citric acid and 
water is not about anything, and 
cannot be wrong about anything. It 
just is what it is. 

For these and related reasons, 
mental representations raise the 
question of how something such as 
them could have evolved. The bio-
logical world generally appears to 
be much like a chemical reaction: 

it is full of contentless pushes and 
pulls. Given this, one might wonder: 
is there even room in the biological 
world for such a thing as mental rep-
resentations?

This question has been much 
discussed by philosophers over the 
past few decades. While there con-
tinues to be debate about the details, 
it has become clear that, yes, indeed, 
there is room in the biological world 
for mental representations – it is pos-
sible to ‘naturalise’ mental content. 
However, this does not mean that all 
the issues in this context have been 
settled. For even if it can be shown 
that the evolution of mental repre-
sentations is generally possible, this 
does not yet answer the question of 
why organisms would use mental 
representations in decision-making. 
What do organisms gain by relying 
on mental content? After all, they 
could also just rely on a system of 
‘shoves’ (as in the above case of the 
bicycle) to get them to do the right 
thing. In the language of cognitive 
science: organisms could also – and 
often do – rely on reflexes, habits or 
conditioned behaviours. Given this, 
why would organisms route their 

decision-making through the inter-
mediary of a mental representation? 
This question has received much less 
attention in the literature.

The key to answering it – I sug-
gest – is that mental representa-
tions allow the organism to reason 
about what the right thing to do is. 
Very often, organisms that rely on a 
system of reflexes to manage their 
interactions with the world have to 
cope with much redundancy. Many 
perceptions of the world call for the 
same behavioural response, and 
many behavioural responses to the 
world are variations on a theme. So, 
if it is important not to get hit by 
oncoming bicycles, then many dif-
ferent sights (red bicycles, blue bi-
cycles, etc), sounds (bells, yells, etc), 
smells (rubber, metal, etc) and so on 
would all need to be connected with 
moving to the side. Similarly, there is 
a good chance that organisms that 
need to avoid oncoming bicycles 
also need to avoid oncoming scoot-
ers, tricycles and mopeds. In turn, 
this requires reflex-driven organ-
isms to deal with a huge number of 
behavioural dispositions containing 
many patterns.

By contrast, the reliance on men-
tal representations allows the or-
ganism to respond directly to these 
patterns – ie, to what is common to 
these many different sights, sounds 
and smells – and compute the best 
response to the situation it is in. The 
organism can just think: there is a 
large object ahead that is moving 
relatively fast, and the best thing to 
do when faced with oncoming fast-
moving large objects is to get out 
of their way. In this way, the organ-
ism does not have to store a large 
number of behavioural dispositions 
(‘red bicycle ahead → move to the 
side’; ‘blue motorcycle ahead → move 
to the side’ etc), but it can just reason 
about what the right answer is. In 
turn, this implies that the organism 
can streamline its decision-making 
machinery.

This matters, as this kind of 
streamlining can be biologically ad-
vantageous. On the one hand, it likely 
correlates with neurobiological effi-
ciency. A more streamlined cognitive 
system tends to be underwritten by 
a more streamlined neural system. 
One piece of evidence in favour of 
this comes from the fact that, during 

periods of cognitive maturation – eg, 
in early childhood or puberty – our 
neural network gets pruned: as we 
become more cognitively sophis-
ticated, unnecessary synapses get 
culled. That’s a good thing, as neu-
ral systems are expensive to main-
tain. On the other hand, this kind of 
streamlining enables faster adjust-
ments to changed environments. As 
our world changes – for example, 
perhaps the ever-increasing ubiq-
uity of AI will mean that soon, we 
won’t need to jump out of the way of 
oncoming bicycles, as they will move 
around us – it becomes very easy to 
change our behaviour. We won’t have 
to alter a vast number of reflexes, but 
just need to change the way we react 
to a given pattern in our perceptions.

In this way, reliance on mental 
representations can, perhaps coun-
terintuitively, make decision-making 
more, not less, efficient. And this – or 
so I want to suggest – is the key for 
unlocking the mystery of why men-
tal representations evolved.

(Armin W Schulz is an associate 
professor in philosophy at Kansas 

University.)

W
e talk about limiting our kids’ 
screen time, but should we start 
with limiting ourselves?

Here is my confession: I 
check email, Facebook, and Twitter much 
more than I need to.

And, in fact, I check these things much 
more than I want to.

Last night, while snuggling with my kids, 
I pulled out my phone to set a timer that 
would let us know when it was time to find a 
place to stop in the book we’re reading, and 
go to bed.

“Oh, wait a sec,” I said, quickly hitting 
the “Mail” app and scanning a new, but defi-
nitely non-urgent email.

What am I doing? I thought, as my boys 
waited patiently.

“I’m sorry, guys,” I said. “I really don’t 
even want to be on my phone when you’re 
right here with me.”

Now, I was scanning a work-related 
email. And it is true that much of what I 
do online is work-related, although I waste 
plenty of time on cat videos and articles I 
probably didn’t need to read, too. But, work-
related or not, it doesn’t matter.

Why was I thinking about work, anyway? 
Why couldn’t I just be there with my kids?

The siren song of technology beckons 
me when I sit down with an actual, paper-

and-ink book or magazine. I’ll be quietly 
reading, or trying to read, and pretty soon 
my mind starts shouting at me to Google 
this or that, to stream a song or email some-
one about something, even if there is really 
no rush.

I’ve noticed that on days when I’m 
checking my email every other minute or so, 
I am (surprise!) more anxious and distract-
ed. I’m less focused. I don’t feel relaxed or in 
control…not even of myself. After all, I can’t 
even seem to stop myself from just taking a 
quick little peek at my inbox to see if there’s 
anything new and interesting.

(Just this instant, I got up from my desk 
to retrieve a board game from a high shelf at 
my son’s request. As I sat back down to my 
work, my first impulse, which I did not give 
into, was -- what else? -- to check my email.)

Studies suggest that those of us with mo-
bile devices use them for an average of three 
hours each day.

That doesn’t count time using your com-
puter.

That doesn’t count time watching TV.
That’s a lot of screen time.
Other studies have suggested that our 

devices -- and our social media accounts -- 
exert a stronger pull on us than alcohol or 
nicotine.

Alcohol. Nicotine.
That’s some pretty strongly addictive 

power.

And still more studies suggest that in-
creased anxiety, decreased sleep quality, 
and increased distraction aren’t unique to 
me or to you. No, being plugged in so much 
has that effect on pretty nearly everyone.

Perhaps because I know too well how 
technology affects me, I allow my kids very 
little screen time.

Early this year, TIME magazine reported 
that “Taiwanese parents are now legally ob-
ligated to monitor their children’s screen 
time,” and can be “held liable if their children 
stare at screens for so long that it causes them 
to become ill, either physically or mentally.”

That may strike the average North Amer-
ican parent as a bit extreme, but the Nation-
al Institutes of Health, the Mayo Clinic, and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics have 
each issued strong warnings against exces-
sive screen time -- citing negative effects on 
sleep, mood (including anxiety and depres-
sion), attention, and physical health.

All three organizations suggest limiting 
screen time to under 2 hours per day for 
children older than two -- and urge parents 
not to allow any screen time whatsoever for 
infants and children under two years of age.

Because babies’ brains are so rapidly de-
veloping (they form up to a thousand new 
neuronal connections per second), early 
experiences are very important. Neuronal 
connections become the pathways that be-
come the architecture of the brain, and they 

are most susceptible to being disrupted 
when children are young.

In a New York Times “Room for Debate” 
opinion essay, Lucy Jo Palladino maintained 
that reading aloud to children from birth (as 
the American Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mends) “builds a better brain” than do the 
apps and videos marketed toward the par-
ents of infants as brain-building and inter-
active.

I am grateful that I didn’t have a smart-
phone or tablet in the years during which 
my kids’ brains were so pliable. I didn’t have 
to fight against the temptation to use these 
things to buy myself a few minutes of peace 
and quiet, minutes I desperately needed. 
I remember the days when it seemed I 
couldn’t make a quick trip to the bathroom 
or cook a pot of rice without a small person 
clinging to me and shrieking. I have empa-
thy, not judgment, for parents who use tech-
nology to buy a few minutes’ respite.

Even so, these days, my husband and 
I allow the kids a limited number of ‘Mi-
necraft Minutes’ each week; they can earn 
minutes and lose minutes, and they’ve 
learned to “spend” them wisely. We’ll watch 
movies together as family now and then, 
but we also work hard to eat meals and play 
board games and take walks in the woods 
together -- totally unplugged.

I won’t lie. Sometimes I’ll check my 
phone under table. Sometimes, when I’ve 

conquered my bad habit momentarily and 
put my devices well away from me or left 
them at home, I’ll just itch to know whether 
so-and-so has gotten back to me yet.

But, more often, returning from hours 
(or even better, days) away from incessant 
connection is the uncomfortable part. Rich 
conversation, absorbing, interesting activi-
ties, creativity, closer connection with oth-
ers, and a deeper sense of quiet in my soul 
are the rewards of curbing my craving for 
digital connection.

And maybe it’s a cliché, but it’s also true: 
it’s easier to fellowship with and find true re-
freshment in God when I’m not repeatedly 
tapping “refresh” on my inbox.

I want that space -- space of true refresh-
ment and recreation -- for my kids, and for 
myself.

I start with one of those kitchen timers 
-- or, in a pinch, my phone’s timer -- and set 
it for twenty minutes. For twenty minutes, 
I will do one thing, something that doesn’t 
involve a screen, with my full attention. And 
then for forty minutes. And so on. Because 
these devices are a part of our lives, for sure.

But surely, they make good servants -- 
and bad masters.

(The author would like you to know that 
she did not check her email during the 

writing of this article. When she did finally 
check it, nothing interesting had come in 

during the writing of this article.)
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BJD walks out as on no trust motion against Modi govt. 

Kupwara town shuts over 
minor’s brutal murder 

SC express concern over deaths in accidents due to potholes

SC denies bail to teenager 
accused of killing minor 
student in Gurugram

Fear of poaching gives sleepless nights to Kashmir’s politicians

Nirmala refutes Rahul Gandhi’s charge on Rafale

New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): 
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
members walked out of 
the Lok Sabha on Friday 
as the House began a de-
bate on a no-confidence 
motion moved by the op-
position against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modis 
government.

Speaker Sumitra Ma-
hajan said the discussion 
on the no trust motion 
would continue for the 
entire day and the vote 
would take place at 6 p.m.

She said the House 
would also skip lunch. 

Congress leader Mal-
likarjun Kharge sought 
m o re  t i m e  f r o m  t h e 
Speaker saying 38 min-
utes allotted for his party 
leaders to address the Lok 
Sabha was not enough. 

He also sought more 

time for the members of 
Trinamool Congress, Left 
parties and the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD).

“This is a very impor-
tant motion. The country 
is watching us to know 
what we have to say and 
how the government is 
going to respond. Don’t 
limit the time. There are 
precedents when no-
confidence motions have 
been debated for two, 
three or even five days. 
Therefore if you sum up 
in five hours, it is not justi-
fied,” Kharge said.

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister  Ananth Ku-
mar responded, saying 
Kharge is a senior leader 
but needed to understand 
that “in one-day cricket 
era, there was no need to 
play a test cricket match 

for five days”.
The BJD, which has 

19 members in the Lok 
Sabha after the resigna-
tion of Kendrapara MP 
Baijyant Jay Panda, then 
walked out.

Its leader Bhartruhari 
Mahtab said injustice had 
been done to Odisha in 
the last 14 years and the 
BJP government at the 
Centre has failed to safe-
guard the interests of the 
state.

“In the last 14 years, 
the BJD has witnessed 
that the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) for 
10 years and the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) for four years have 
done injustice with Odi-
sha. And this discussion is 
not going to help Odisha. 
So we are not going to 

participate,” Mahtab said.
The Telugu Desam 

Party (TDP), an estranged 
ally of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP)-led NDA 
government, moved the 
no-confidence motion 
on Wednesday, which was 
admitted by Mahajan.

The no-confidence 
motion has the support 
of the Congress, Trina-
mool Congress, National-
ist Congress Party (NCP), 
Samajwadi Party (SP), 
and the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-M).

The ruling NDA, how-
ever, enjoys a comfortable 
majority in the House. 
The BJP which leads the 
ruling combine has 273 
members in the House 
that  has an effective 
strength of 533, excluding 
the Speaker.

Srinagar, July 20 (IANS): North 
Kashmir’s Kupwara town shut 
in protest on Friday after the 
body of a brutally murdered 
minor boy was found on 
Thursday.

Authorities closed educa-
tional institutions in the town 
and suspended mobile Inter-
net services as a precaution-
ary measure after a complete 
shutdown. The victim, 10-year-
old Umar Farooq, belonged to 
Gulgam village.

Scores of protesters hit the 
road at night after hearing 
about the boy’s murder. The 
police found the boy’s body 

in an apple orchard in a semi-
burnt condition with an arm 
brutally chopped.

An angry mob thrashed a 
policeman posted in the area 
to gather details about the inci-
dent. The police said additional 
superintendent of police (ASP) 
Shafkat Hussain had to risk his 
life to save the constable from 
being lynched.

“The ASP rushed to the spot 
during the night and saved the 
constable who had been tied 
to a tree and was being beaten 
up.” The constable has been 
admitted to a hospital in a criti-
cal condition, the police said.

New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today expressed 
concern over deaths in acci-
dent caused by potholes on 
roads across the country and 
observed that the number fa-
talities caused due to such ac-
cidents was more than those in 
terror attacks.

A bench comprising Justices 
Madan B Lokur and Deepka 
Gupta observed that a large 
number of people were dy-
ing in accidents caused due to 
potholes on roads and asked 
the Supreme Court Committee 
on Road Safety to look into the 
matter.

“So many people are dying 
in the country due to accident 

Ne w  De l h i , Ju l y  2 0 
(IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Friday denied 
bail to a minor accused of 
killing a 7-year-old boy of 
a private school in Guru-
gram district in Haryana.

A bench of Justice Ro-
hinton Fali Nariman and 
Justice Indu Malhotra 
rejected the conten-
tion that as the CBI had 
not filed its chargesheet 
within 60 days, the ac-
cused should be released 
on bail.

The court said the 
16-year-old accused stu-
dent has been booked 
in a heinous offence un-
der Section 302 of IPC 
(murder) and that the 
time-limit for filing the 
chargesheet was 90 days, 
not 60 days.

On June 6, the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court 
had dismissed the bail 
plea of the accused. The 
Sessions Court and Juve-
nile Justice Board too had 
denied him bail.

Dismissing his plea, 
the high court had up-
held the CBI argument 
that the case falls in the 
category where period 
of filing the chargesheet 
is 90 days. The Juvenile 
Justice Board (JJB) has 
declared that the accused 
be tried as an adult.

On September 8, 
2017, the body of a child 
was found inside the toi-
let of the school, with his 
throat slit. Initially, a bus 
conductor of the school 
was booked for killing 
the class 

Srinagar, July 20 (IANS): Beware 
of predators and poachers, take 
care of your flock. This is the 
classic warning for shepherds 
while they graze their flock in 
the Himalayan meadows. In 
Kashmir’s political meadow of 
expedient opportunities, the 
same warning is now visiting 
mainstream politicians.

After the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) withdrew from the 
ruling alliance in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the politics of make and 
break is back with a vengeance.

Dissident MLAs of the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP), 
including the influential Shia 
leader and former minister Im-
ran Ansari and his uncle, Abid 
Ansari, who is also an MLA in 
the 87-member legislative as-
sembly, were the first to hit the 
road against Mehbooba Mufti, 
the former Chief Minister and 
the PDP president.

Three more PDP MLAs -- Ab-
bas Wani, Abdul Majeed Paddar 
and Javaid Hussain Baig -- found 
common cause with the Ansaris 
to rebel against the party leader-
ship.

Encouraged by the trend set 

by rebel MLAs, two PDP legisla-
tors from the upper house of 
state’s bicameral legislature, Yasir 
Rishi and Saifuddin Bhat, also 
joined the dissident group.

Alarmed by the cracks in her 
party, Mehbooba Mufti warned 
the Centre against attempting 
a split.

“The breaking up of my party 
will produce more Sallahuddins 
and Yasin Maliks,” Mehbooba 
said on July 13, the day Kashmir 
remembers its martyrs who 
fought against the autocratic rule 
of the erstwhile Maharajas.

BJP leaders including Ram 
Madhav, the party’s national 
general secretary who played 
a pivotal role in forging an alli-
ance with the PDP that brought 
the coalition to power in 2015, 
washed their hands off.

“This is an internal issue of 
the PDP and we have nothing to 
do with it. Our priority is to im-
prove the situation in the Valley 
under governor’s rule,” Madhav 
said.

Former Chief Minister and 
regional National Conference 
(NC) Vice President Omar Ab-
dullah came out strongly against 

encouraging dissidence in the 
state’s regional parties.

Omar has been pleading from 
day one after the imposition of 
the governor’s rule by N.N.Vohra 
that keeping the state assembly 
in suspended animation gives an 
opportunity for horse trading.

The NC Vice President wants 
dissolution of the state assembly 
and announcement of fresh elec-
tions to restore democracy in the 
state.

Omar’s worry has valid rea-
sons. His father and party presi-
dent, Dr.Farooq Abdullah, lost 
the Chief Minister’s post in 1984 
when NC dissidents, with the 
support of the Congress Party, 
installed his brother-in-law, G.M. 
Shah, as the Chief Minister.

Sajad Lone of the Peoples 
Conference (PC), who was a min-
ister in the Mehbooba Mufti led 
coalition, is believed to be the 
front-runner for the Chief Min-
ister’s post if a viable third front 
supported by the BJP is able to 
take shape.

Forty-four MLAs is the mini-
mum number to stake claim 
to power in the state. In the 
87-member assembly, the PDP 

has 28, BJP 25, NC 15, Congress 
12, PC 2 and CPI-M 1, while four 
MLAs are unattached.

Sajad Lone was given a min-
isterial berth in the erstwhile 
PDP-BJP ruling coalition out of 
the BJP quota.

J&K has a tough anti-defec-
tion law which makes changing 
parties very difficult for the rebels.

What irks the regional parties 
is the fact that seven BJP MLAs 
who were expelled by the party 
in the former state assembly were 
allowed by the then Speaker to 
sit separately in the assembly 
without losing their membership.

The top leadership of both 
the NC and the PDP are worried 
about such a situation arising 
again if horse trading succeeds 
in breaking the PDP to reach 
the magical figure of 44 with BJP 
support.

“That would be the darkest 
day for democracy in the state”, 
said a senior NC leader.

There are no indications at 
present that the NC faces a similar 
crisis as the PDP does, but as the 
saying goes -- once bitten, twice 
shy.

Some senior BJP leaders in 

the state, including the former 
Deputy Chief Minister Kavinder 
Gupta, have started saying that 
the tradition of having a Muslim 
Chief Minister in the state has no 
constitutional basis.

“Anybody who becomes the 
leader of the majority in the as-
sembly can be the Chief Minister. 
There is nothing in the constitu-
tion that debars a non-Muslim 
becoming J&K’s Chief Minister”, 
Gupta said.

Ironically, the growing voices 
in Jammu for a Hindu Chief Min-
ister could prevent the PDP dissi-
dents from fishing in the troubled 
waters.

“Why should the dissidents 
give up their claim to have one 
of them as the Chief Minister? 
After all, none of the dissidents 
has stuck his neck out to pave 
way for a Chief Minister who is 
not among them,” asked a senior 
PDP leader who owes unflinching 
loyalty to Mehbooba Mufti.

Politics being the art of the 
possible can make for strange 
bedfellows, but definitely not 
those who take risks for some-
body else to get the top job in 
Kashmir.

PM Modi has lied to nation on Rafale – Rahul
New Delhi, July 20 (IANS) 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Friday said 
French President Em-
manuel Macron had told 
him that there was no 
secrecy pact with India 
on the Rafale jet deal, al-
leging that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman had lied to 
the nation about it.

“I personally met the 

French President and 
asked him if there was a 
secrecy pact with India. 
He told me that no such 
pact was signed between 
the two countries. He said 
he had no hesitation in 
saying this and that I can 
tell this to my country,” 
Gandhi thundered in the 
Lok Sabha.

Gandhi said the price 
per plane during the UPA 
regime was Rs 520 crore 

but when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi went to 
France and “with some 
magic” powers, the price 
per plane increased to Rs 
1,600 crore.

“Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman is here. 
She said she would reveal 
the price. But after that 
she said clearly she cannot 
because the French and 
Indian governments have 
a secrecy pact.

“The Prime Minis-
ter has lied to the coun-
try. Sitharaman under 
pressure from the Prime 
Minister has lied to the 
country. They must tell 
the nation. The Prime 
Minister and the Defence 
Minister must tell the na-
tion.”

The mention of the 
Rafale deal triggered noisy 
protests from the ruling 
party MPs.

Modi to go on three-nation tour of Africa, attend BRICS Summit
N e w  D e l h i ,  J u l y  2 0 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will go on 
a five-day three-nation 
tour of Africa from July 
23 during the course of 
which he will attend this 
year’s BRICS Summit that 
will be hosted by South 
Africa, it was announced 
on Friday.

Briefing the media 
here, T.S. Tirumurti, Sec-
retary (Economic Rela-
tions) in the External Af-
fairs Ministry, said that 
Modi will be in Rwanda 
on July 23-24, in Uganda 
on July 24-25 and in South 
Africa from July 25 to 27.

This will be Modi’s 
second official visit to 
Africa after his visits to 
Mozambique, South Af-
rica, Tanzania and Kenya 
in 2016.

Tirumurti said that 
with the upcoming tour, 
India will complete min-
isterial visits to all Afri-
can countries under New 
Delhi’s Africa outreach 
initiative.

Modi will first stop 
in Rwanda in what will 
be the first ever prime 
ministerial visit from 
India to the East African 
nation.

Describing Rwanda 
as an important gateway 
to eastern Africa, Tiru-
murti said that India and 
Rwanda elevated their 
bilateral ties to the level 
of a Strategic Partnership 
in January last year.

Modi’s visit comes af-
ter Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame’s visit to In-

dia in January 2017 for 
the Vibrant Gujarat event 
and then again in March 
2018 for the founding 
conference of the India-
initiated International 
Solar Alliance.

Tirumurti said that 
India will open its first 
mission in Rwanda very 
soon. India’s current High 
Commissioner to Rwanda 
has residence in Kam-
pala, Uganda.

“Rwanda has  also 
been a recipient of our 
lines of credit of nearly 
$400 million and of our 
training and scholarship 
programmes,” he said.

During Modi’s visit, 
two more lines of credit 
are expected to be signed 
- one of $100 million for 
industrial parks and a 
similar amount for agri-
culture and irrigation. 

“We expect agree-
ments to be concluded in 
the areas of defence, dairy 
cooperation, leather, ag-
riculture and culture,” 
Tirumurti said.

From Rwanda, Modi 
will reach Uganda on July 
24 in what will the first 
bilateral visit by an In-
dian prime minister in 
21 years.

Tirumurti said that 
training and capacity 
building has been the fo-
cus of defence coopera-
tion between India and 
Uganda.

“India has an Indian 
military training team 
stationed in Jinja since 
2010,” he said. 

Apart from calling on 

Ugandan President Yowei 
Museveni and holding 
delegation-level talks, 
Modi will take part in an 
India-Uganda joint busi-
ness event and address 
the Ugandan parliament, 
the first ever by an Indian 
prime minister.

He will also address 
members of the Indian 
community in Uganda 
that numbers over 30,000.

“We expect to extend 
two lines of credit for the 
first time to Uganda of 
$141 million regarding 
electricity lines and sub-
stations and $64 million 
for agriculture and dairy 
production,” Tirumurti 
said.

From Uganda, Modi 
will reach South Africa 
on July 25 on the third 
and last leg of his visit to 
Africa.

Stating that the visit to 
South Africa is mainly in 
the context of this year’s 
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Af-
rica) Summit, Tirumurti 
said that Modi will also 
hold a bilateral meeting 
with President Cyril Ram-
aphosa.

“This will be the first 
visit by the Prime Minis-
ter to South Africa after 
the new administration 
led by President Ram-
aphosa assumed office 
in February this year,” 
he said.

South Africa is organ-
ising the 10th BRICS lead-
ers’ summit under the 
theme “BRICS in Africa: 
Collaboration with Devel-

oping Countries for Inclu-
sive Growth and Shared 
Prosperity in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution”.

Modi, along with oth-
er BRICS leaders, will par-
ticipate in the restricted 
session, plenary session, 
leaders’ retreat, outreach 
with leaders from Africa 
and outreach with leaders 
from the global South.

“In the BRICS-Africa 
outreach, those invited 
include Rwanda, Uganda, 
Togo, Zambia, Namibia, 
Senegal, Gabon, Ethiopia, 
Angola and the African 
Union Chair,” Tirumurti 
said.

“In the BRICS-plus 
outreach, the invited 
countries of the global 
South include Argentina, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Jamai-
ca, and Egypt.”

According to Tiru-
murti, the issues before 
the BRICS Summit broad-
ly include BRICS in Africa, 
Fourth Industrial Revo-
lution, multilateralism, 
global governance, health 
and vaccines, socio-eco-
nomic empowerment of 
women, peacekeeping, 
network of science parks 
and technology, inclusive 
growth, sustainable de-
velopment, infrastructure 
, youth and cooperation 
in multilateral fora.

“BRICS leaders are ex-
pected to discuss, inter 
alia, global hotspot is-
sues, international peace 
and security, global gov-
ernance, trade issues etc, 
during the restricted ses-
sion,” he said.

New Delhi, July 20 (PTI): 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman today termed 
as “absolutely wrong” 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi’s claim that there 
was no confidentiality 
clause in the Rafale aircraft 
deal with France and said 
the initial agreement was 
signed when the UPA was 
in power in 2008.

Sitharaman was mak-
ing an intervention after 
Gandhi attacked the Modi 
government and the de-
fence minister on the Ra-
fale deal during the debate 
on no-confidence motion 
in Lok Sabha and alleged 
that she had spoken “un-
truth” when she claimed 
that the Indian govern-
ment could not reveal de-
tails of the deal due to a 
confidentiality clause in 
the agreement with France.

The minsiter said the 
India-France agreement 
to buy the fighter jets was 
signed in 2008 by the then 
defence minister A K An-
tony and it had the confi-
dentiality clause.

“It was an agreement of 
secrecy. Protection of clas-
sified information. I am not 
privy to what the French 
President told Rahul Gan-
dhi. But I am referring to 
two particular interviews 

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in the Lok Sabha on ‘no-confidence motion’ during the 
Monsoon Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Friday, July 20.

Parliament monsoon session

that the French President 
had given to Indian TV 
channels.

“In the interviews, the 
French President had said 
that commercial details of 
the Rafale deal cannot be 
revealed,” she said.

Sitharaman quoted the 
French President as saying 
in the interviews while re-
plying to specific questions 
about the Rafale deal: “You 
have these commercial 
agreements and obviously 
you have competitors and 
we cannot reveal the de-
tails”.

The defence minis-
ter said, “Whatever Rahul 
Gandhi said was absolute-
ly wrong and there is no 
proof.” 

Participating in the de-
bate, Gandhi accused the 
defence minister of speak-
ing “untruth” on the deal.

“The Defence Minis-
ter has spoken ‘untruth’.... 
The French prime min-
ister has personally told 
me that there is no secret 
pact between Indian and 
French governments,” he 
said demanding that the 
prime minister answer why 
this contract was given to 
a particular businessman 
after taking it away from 
PSU Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited (HAL).

“Everybody under-
stands the relationship the 
prime minister has with 
certain people. Everybody 
understands the amount 

of money that goes into 
the marketing of the prime 
minister and everybody 
knows who have funded 
that. One of those peo-
ple was given the Rafale 
contract.... The gentleman 
benefited to the tune of Rs 
45,000 crore,” he alleged.

India had signed a gov-
ernment-to-government 
deal with France in 2016 
to buy 36 Rafale fighter jets 
at a cost of about Rs 58,000 
crore.

The Congress has been 
demanding that its details 
be made public, alleging 
that the deal negotiated 
under its rule was much 
cheaper than the contract 
signed by the Modi govern-
ment.

caused by potholes on roads. 
Reports say that more people 

have died due to accident 
caused by potholes than the 

deaths in terrorists attacks,” 
the bench observed.

Terming the situation as 
“frightening”, the bench ob-
served that the issue involves 
a serious question of life and 
death of a person.

“This is obviously a very 
serious issue and persons who 
have lost their lives as a result 
of accidents caused due to pot-
holes should be entitled to com-
pensation,” the apex court said.

The apex court asked the 
committee on road safety to 
give a report in this regard with-
in two weeks.

The issue of potholes on 
roads cropped up before the 
bench when it was hearing a 
matter related to road safety 
across the country.
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News IN BrIef
Islamic body condemns Israel’s 
Jewish nation-state law
Rabat, July 20 (IANS): The Islamic Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) on Friday strongly 
condemned Israel’s approval of the “Jewish nation-state” 
law, which considers the country as the state of the Jewish 
people and Jerusalem as capital. The legislation, sparking 
outrage of Israel’s Arab community, strips Arabic of its 
designation as an official language, downgrading it to 
a “special status” to allow its use in Israeli institutions.  
Deeming it as “racist,” ISESCO said the law was “a 
declaration of war against the Palestinian people and a 
denial of its existence and legitimate rights in its land”, 
Xinhua news agency reported. ISESCO called on the 
international community to reject this “false racist law.”

The Netherlands, Turkey restore 
diplomatic relations
The Hague, July 20 (IANS): The Netherlands and Turkey 
are restoring mutual diplomatic relations, Dutch Foreign 
Minister Stef Blok announced on Friday. The development 
means that there will be a Turkish ambassador in The 
Hague and a Dutch ambassador in Ankara, Blok was 
quoted as saying by Xinhua news agency. Blok wrote to the 
Parliament that he had new conversations with his Turkish 
colleague recently. “These talks have led to Turkey and 
the Netherlands having decided to normalize diplomatic 
relations,” said the minister. The Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said that a new ambassador would be sent to Ankara 
as soon as possible and that decision must first be approved 
by the Council of Ministers.

Merkel warns US of counter 
measures over car tariffs threat
Berlin, July 20 (IANS): German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
on Friday said that Europe would apply counter-measures 
if the US imposed tariffs on European cars. Speaking at a 
press conference, the Chancellor said that in the EU’s eyes, 
putting tariffs on vehicles produced in Europe would flout 
World Trade Organization rules. Merkel warned that the 
imposition of such tariffs by the US constituted a “real 
threat to the prosperity of many in the world”, Efe news 
reported. She said the European Commission was working 
to come up with a series of counter-measures if the US 
decides to introduce tariffs on Europe-made cars. But 
applying reciprocal measures would be “the worst solution”, 
according to Merkel, as it could descend into a trade war.

Russia, China delay US bid at UN to 
cut off oil to N Korea
United Nations, July 19 (PTI/AFP): Russia and China 
today asked for more time to consider a request from 
the United States to the UN Security Council to halt all 
deliveries of refined oil products to North Korea, diplomats 
said. The United States asked a UN sanctions committee 
last week to ban further shipments after accusing North 
Korea of exceeding a UN cap on the fuel deliveries through 
illegal imports.

US destabilises world through arms 
sales — Iran
Tehran, July 20 (IANS): Iran’s Foreign Minister said 
on Thursday that the US destabilizes the world peace by 
massive arms sales. “US destabilizes the world with arms 
exports, draining budgets that could be used for a brighter 
future,” Mohammad Javad Zarif tweeted. He said that even 
the United states has not been able to secure its citizens by 
selling huge amount of arms.  Earlier, Zarif slammed the US 
arms sales to the Middle East for fuelling conflicts. Zarif was 
reacting to a report by the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, which shows the US remains the top 
arms exporter in the world.

Missing Pakistani peace activist 
returns home after seven months
Lahore, July 20 (PTI): A Pakistani peace activist 
campaigning for better Indo-Pak ties has safely returned 
home, seven months after he mysteriously went missing, 
according to media reports today. Raza Mahmood Khan, a 
convener of Aghaz-i-Dosti -- a friendship initiative between 
Indian and Pakistani youths -- was allegedly picked up on 
December 2, from his Model Colony residence in Lahore 
by some men in plain clothes. The police are, however, tight-
lipped about where the 40-year-old social activist was found, 
the Dawn News reported. Quoting Mohammad Imran, 
Superintendent of Police, Investigation, Model Town, the 
report said the Punjab police had recovered Khan 10 days 
ago. Raza is in good health, the police official said.

Seoul, July 20 (PTI/AFP): Disgraced 
former South Korean president Park 
Geun-hye was convicted of charges 
including illegally receiving funds 
from the country’s spy agency to-
day and given eight more years in 
prison, on top of her current term. 

Park, the South’s first female 
president, was impeached last year 
after huge street protests over a 
sprawling scandal, and was jailed 
for 24 years for corruption and 
abuse of power in April.

Today’s penalty - issued in her 
absence after she refused to at-
tend the Seoul Central District 
Court - came after a separate trial 
for pocketing money from the 
National Intelligence Service (NIS) 
and improperly intervening in 2016 
in the selection of her ruling party’s 
parliamentary candidates.

The Seoul Central District Court 
gave Park six years for taking 3.3 
billion won (USD 2.9 million) from 
the spy agency, and two years for the 
electoral offence.

The penalties apply consecu-
tively, meaning the 66-year-old now 
faces a total of 32 years in prison.

“The accused received some 
three billion won over three years 
from the three NIS chiefs. Through 
this crime, the accused incurred a 
considerable amount of loss to the 
state treasury,” said senior judge 
Seong Chang-ho.

Three former NIS chiefs testified 
they had funnelled the funds to Park 
on her orders, the court said. The 
judge rebuked Park, who denied the 
charges, for being “un-cooperative” 
throughout the court hearing and 
questioning by prosecutors.

Park allegedly squandered the 
taxpayer money on maintaining 
her private house, financing a bou-
tique where her secret confidante 
Choi Soon-sil - the central figure in 
the corruption scandal - had Park’s 
clothes made and other private 
purposes, including massage treat-
ment.

Choi was found to have taken 
advantage of her “long private ties” 

with Park to extort bribes worth 
millions of dollars from businesses 
including telecommunications gi-
ant Samsung and retail conglomer-
ate Lotte.

She is serving a 20-year sen-
tence for abuse of power, bribery 
and meddling in state affairs.

Earlier today, prosecutors asked 
an appeals court to extend Park’s 
sentence for her corruption and 
abuse of power conviction to 30 
years, arguing the original penalty 
was too lenient.

They also asked for her fine to 
be multiplied sixfold to 118.5 bil-
lion won.

“The accused has never repent-

ed or made any sincere apology 
before the people,” prosecutors said 
in a statement. “And since October 
2017, she has never made any ap-
pearance at court.” 

Park’s own lawyers asked for 
her conviction to be overturned, 
saying she made no gains herself 
when businesses “donated” funds 
to foundations controlled by Choi, 
and that her impeachment and 
ouster meant she had already taken 
“political responsibility” for the 
case.

The Seoul High Court will issue 
its decision on August 24.

At her first trial, Park was con-
victed of receiving or demanding 
more than USD 20 million from 
conglomerates, sharing secret state 
documents, “blacklisting” artists 
critical of her policies, and firing 
officials who resisted her abuses 
of power.

Park is the eldest daughter of 
late dictator Park Chung-hee, who 
oversaw human rights abuses but 
is also credited with driving the 
country’s economic development 
in the 1960s and 1970s.

After her father was assassi-
nated in 1979 by his spy chief, Park 
isolated herself and was befriended 
by Choi, the daughter of a shady 
religious figure, who went on to act 
as a secret mentor throughout her 
political career. 

Paris, July 20 (PTI/AFP): French 
President Emmanuel Macron, 
trying to curb what has become 
the most damaging scandal of 
his presidency, today fired a 
top security aide who has been 
taken into custody after videos 
emerged showing him strike a 
young man during a demonstra-
tion in Paris in May.

The Elysee Palace said that 
Alexandre Benalla would be 
dismissed after “new elements” 
emerged in the case, namely 
that he is suspected of unlaw-
fully receiving police surveillance 
footage in a bid to clear his name.

A source close to the inquiry 
said that three police officers, 

including two high-ranking of-
ficials, have been suspended on 
suspicion of providing the foot-
age to Benalla.

He is facing charges of vio-
lence by a public official, imper-
sonating a police officer and the 
illegal use of police insignia, and 
complicity in unauthorised use 
of surveillance footage, the Paris 
prosecutor’s office said.

Macron and his government 
are facing fierce criticism over 
the affair, with some opposition 
lawmakers saying Interior Minis-
ter Gerard Collomb’s job is on the 
line if he knew about the incident 
but kept quiet about it.

A source close to the inquiry 

said Friday that Macron’s cabinet 
chief, Patrick Strzoda, had been 
questioned by investigators on 
Thursday.

“The very core of the state 
has been tainted. Our work must 
stop immediately and the prime 
minister must come and explain 
this,” said Christian Jacob of the 
rightwing Republicains party.

The scandal erupted this 
week when French daily Le 
Monde published a video taken 
by smartphone showing Benalla, 
wearing a police helmet, man-
handling and striking a protester 
during a May 1 demonstration.

In a second video published 
by the newspaper late Thursday, 

Benalla -- who has never been 
a policeman -- is also seen vio-
lently wrestling a young woman 
to the ground.

It was not clear who informed 
Benalla’s superiors of the in-
cident, but a few days later he 
was suspended without pay for 
two weeks and transferred to an 
administrative role instead of 
organising security for Macron’s 
trips.

But the incident was not re-
ported to prosecutors.

The affair is particularly em-
barrassing for Macron since he 
won the presidency with pledges 
to restore transparency and in-
tegrity to the nation’s highest 

office.
Adding to the controversy, Le 

Monde reported today that de-
spite his suspension Benalla was 
given this month a prestigious 
government-owned apartment 
in the chic Seventh Arrondisse-
ment.

He is also being provided 
with a car and driver, the paper 
reported. 

The BFM news channel 
meanwhile reported that Benalla 
was back on duty doing security 
work this week, travelling on the 
bus carrying France’s World Cup-
winning football team down the 
Champs Elysees for a victory 
parade.

Washington, July 20 (IANS): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has said he is 
ready to intensify his trade war with 
China by slapping tariffs on all im-
ports worth $500 billion.

“I’m ready to go to 500,” he told 
CNBC’s Joe Kernen in a “Squawk Box” 
interview broadcasted on Friday.

The reference was to the dollar 
amount of Chinese exports to the US 
in 2017 -- $505.5 billion to be exact, 
compared to the $129.9 billion worth 
of Chinese imports from the US, ac-
cording to the Census Bureau data.

Last week, Washington listed $200 
billion worth of additional Chinese 
products it intends to place under the 
tariff regime on as soon as September.

The list named more than 6,000 
items including food products, min-
erals and consumer goods such as 
handbags, to be subjected to a 10 per 
cent tariff. It is still under public con-
sultation that will go on till the end of 
August.

The US and China already im-
posed tit-for-tat tariffs of $34 billion 
on each other’s goods.

“I’m not doing this for politics, I’m 
doing this to do the right thing for our 
country,” Trump said. “We have been 
ripped off by China for a long time.”

The President said the US was 
“being taken advantage of” on a 

number of fronts, including trade and 
monetary policy. Yet he said he has not 
pushed the tariffs out of any ill will 
towards China.

“I don’t want them to be scared. I 
want them to do well,” he said. “I really 
like President Xi Jinping a lot, but it 
was very unfair.”

Trump also said he was told by 
unspecified Chinese officials that 
“nobody would ever complain” from 
past administrations “until you came 
along - me. They said, ‘Now you’re 
more than complaining. We don’t like 
what you’re doing.’”

The US also wants China to stop 
practices that allegedly encourage 
transfer of intellectual property -- de-
sign and product ideas -- to Chinese 
companies, such as requirements that 
foreign firms share ownership with 
local partners to access the Chinese 
market. Trump previously hinted at 
such an escalation, telling reporters 
two weeks ago that there was “$300 
billion in abeyance” after the $200 bil-
lion of goods covered by the latest list, 
but this is his most explicit threat yet.

Many companies in the US are 
opposed to the administration’s use of 
tariffs against China, saying they risk 
hurting business and the economy 
without being likely to change be-
haviour. 

Washington, July 20 (PTI): China 
is on the “wrong side” on the 
issue of religious freedom, a fun-
damental human right, US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo has 
said stressing that America was 
opposed to “religious intoler-
ance” in any country whether it 
is an ally or not.

At the State Department’s 
three-day conference next week 
on religious freedom, the US will 
be making the case that religious 
freedom benefits countries eco-
nomically and diplomatically, 
Pompeo said.

The summit will bring to-
gether government officials, 
representatives of international 
organisations, religious leaders, 
rights advocates and members 
of the civil society from around 
the world.

Pompeo said that the Trump 

administration is considering 
taking multiple actions against 
Myanmar on the Rohingya refu-
gee crisis.

“The State Department has 
made it clear that with respect 
to this issue (religious freedom), 
we think they (China) are on the 
wrong side of religious freedom, 
that they are a country of concern 
connected to that,” Pompeo told 
VOA news.

He said the US believes that 
“religious intolerance is unac-
ceptable” and aims to promote 
religious freedom in every coun-
try, whether or not it is an ally.

He was responding to a ques-
tion on repression against the 
Uighur Muslims and Tibetan 
Buddhists in China.

“We understand that religious 
freedom is at risk in many places 
in the world, and yet the US has 

complex, broad relationships 
with many countries, including 
China, across economic and mili-
tary and political sets of issues,” 
he said.

Pompeo said that the US puts 
religious freedom, this funda-
mental human right, at the very 
centre of its discussions with eve-
ry country with whom it interacts.

“The Trump administration 
has been incredibly strong in 
promoting religious freedom. It 
is the case that there are many 
countries, indeed countries that 
we often work alongside, who 
are allies in other places, we work 
to demonstrate to them that 
religious tolerance and freedom 
is good for them,” Pompeo told 
EWTN Television network.

US Vice President Mike Pence 
would deliver a key note address 
at the conference next week.

The issue of religious freedom 
in India, including some recent 
incidents of violence, is expected 
to be raised during the confer-
ence, informed sources said.

The conference, Pompeo said, 
will be laying out a path where the 
US can lead a process where reli-
gious freedom is raised as a prior-
ity for the citizens of every country.

“We will have our teams in the 
subsequent weeks and months in 
the field talking about religious 
freedom on a continued basis,” 
the Secretary of State said in an-
other interview to FRC Radio.

Religious freedom, he said is 
good for their country; it’s good 
for their government.

“It’ll bring investors; it’ll make 
their people more productive. We 
think these are all this fundamen-
tal human right, this concept that 
every individual ought to have the 

right to practice their own faith, 
we think makes their countries 
stronger too,” Pompeo said.

“We work to make that case 
both by speaking to them about 
it and, in America, demonstrating 
that in the way that we act and 
operate and the way that when 
US Government officials are out 
and about we respect each of 
their capacity to worship in the 
way that they desire,” he said.

Pompeo said the US stands as 
an enormous beacon of religious 
freedom.

“We can always do better. 
We ought to do that here as well. 
But we stand strong here in the 
US for religious tolerance and 
freedom, and that’s an important 
demonstration to the world of 
how valuable that fundamental 
human right can be to a strong 
and successful nation,” he said.

Manila, July 20 (IANS): Philip-
pines was on alert on Friday as 
tropical storm Ampil intensi-
fied, leading to fears of heavy 
rainfall, extensive flooding 
and landslides, according to 
the country’s meteorological 
agency.

Several provinces including 
Zambales, Metro Manila, Rizal, 
Laguna, Cavite and Bataan 

were flooded on Friday as a 
result of heavy downpour on 
Thursday night, Efe news quot-
ed the Philippine meteorologi-
cal agency PAGASA as saying.

In its latest bulletin, the 
Philippine Atmospheric Geo-
physical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PA-
GASA) maintained a yellow 
alert in these areas as intense 

rains and flooding in lower 
areas are expected in the next 
few hours.

These areas had experi-
enced flooding between Tues-
day and Wednesday as a result 
of rains from another tropical 
storm, Son Tinh, which led to 
an evacuation of 8,000 people 
across the country.

In Manila, the authorities 
are monitoring the situation 
on the banks of Marikina river 
where the water has reached a 
height of 16 m. The residents 
have been helped to evacuate 
voluntarily.

Ampil, which has inten-
sified in the last few hours, 
will exit the Philippine Area 
of Responsibility on Saturday 
morning, when the weather is 
expected to improve.

On Friday morning, Ampil 
was around 995 km from Ba-
tanes Island, the northern-
most island of the Philippines 
and was moving in the north-
west direction at a speed of 15 
kmph. 

According to PAGASA, the 
storm has sustained winds of 
85 kmph with gusts of up to 
105 kmph.

Moscow, July 20 (PTI/AP): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and US President 
Donald Trump discussed 
the possibility of a referen-
dum in separatist-leaning 
eastern Ukraine during 
their Helsinki summit, Rus-
sia’s ambassador to the US 
said today. 

Ambassador Anatoly 
Antonov revealed the dis-
cussions amid confusion 
and concern in the US 
about what the two world 
leaders actually agreed 
upon behind closed doors.

“This issue (of a refer-
endum) was discussed,” 
he said, adding that Putin 
made “concrete propos-
als” to Trump on solutions 
for the four-year, Russian-
backed insurgency in east-
ern Ukraine, which has 
killed more than 10,000 
people. He did not elabo-
rate on what Putin’s solu-
tions would be.

The move may be seen 
as an effort to sidestep Eu-
ropean peace efforts for 
Ukraine and increase the 
pressure on the Ukrain-
ian government in its pro-
tracted conflict with pro-
Russian separatists in the 
Donbass region.

Trump tweeted that 

the two men discussed 
Ukraine, but has not men-
tioned a referendum or 
revealed specifics.

The US and Russia have 
been on opposing sides 
of the conflict in Ukraine, 
which was unleashed after 
a popular uprising in 2014 
against Ukraine’s pro-Rus-
sian president and Russia’s 
retaliatory annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Penin-
sula a month later.

Ukraine’s government 
didn’t immediately respond 
to the developments but 
former Foreign Minister 
Konstantin Grishchenko 
said, “Kiev will never agree 
to a referendum in the Don-
bass initiated by Russia.” 
“The Kremlin already used 
a referendum as justifica-
tion for annexing Crimea. 
And Moscow is trying to 
use this theory and spread 
it to the Donbass,” he said 
on the 112.ua television 
network.

International pow-
ers did not recognise the 
Crimean referendum that 
preceded Russia’s annexa-
tion. Ukraine’s Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions also 
held referendums in 2014 
that were not recognised by 
Ukraine’s government.

European powers are 
also expected to oppose 
a referendum in the Don-
bass, where pro-Russian 
separatists hold sway. They 
have been committed to a 
2015 peace deal signed in 
the Belarusian capital of 
Minsk that has helped re-
duce the fighting but failed 
to find a lasting political 
solution for the region.

Putin has sought to 
become a Trump ally at a 
time when US ties to Eu-
rope are fraying, and both 
presidents are critical of 
the EU and NATO. Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel pushed back Friday 
at Trump’s questioning of 
NATO’s central tenet of col-
lective defense.

Ambassador Antonov 
called Monday’s summit 
in Helsinki a “key event” 
in international politics 
and laughed off sugges-
tions the two leaders made 
any “secret deals.” Antonov 
insisted that diplomatic 
discussions should remain 
discreet in order to be ef-
fective, but gave a few de-
tails of their discussions 
on arms control and said 
the summit notably made 
progress on US-Russian co-
operation on Syria’s future.

s Korea’s ex-president Park 
given eight more years in prison

Macron under fire as security aide detained in assault inquiry

Trump ‘ready’ to intensify 
trade war with China

China on ‘wrong side’ of religious freedom — Pompeo

Flood warnings issued as storm 
intensifies in Philippines

Putin, Trump talked about referendum 
for eastern Ukraine — Russia envoy

AP/PTI

Commuters ride a pedicab, a pedaled tricycle, to go to work amidst flooding 
in a street in Manila after overnight Southwest monsoon rains brought about 
by tropical storm Ampil inundated low-lying areas in Metropolitan Manila and 
nearby provinces Friday, July 20, 2018 in Manila, Philippines. 
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Rod Stewart’s 30th album to hit stores in September

EM Images

Jonathan Yhome presenting one of his songs during the musical eve-
ning at Hotel East Gate in Kohima on Friday.

Legendary singer Rod Stewart will release his 30th album, “Blood Red Roses”, on September 
28. “Blood Red Roses” is a personal 13-track collection of originals and three covers. The 
album’s first single, “Didn’t I” is about the damage drugs can do from a parents’ point of view.  
This new album, his first in three years, follows international bestsellers “Another Country” 
(2015) and “Time” (2013).  “I always think I make albums for a few friends and this record 
has that intimacy,” Stewart said in a statement to IANS.  “Sincerity and honesty go a long way 
in life and the same is true in song-writing,” added the Grammy winner. Co-produced by his 
long-term collaborator Kevin Savigar, “Blood Red Roses” moves easily from acoustic driven 
folk through pop/R&B to rock ‘n’ roll and ballads. (IANS)

A
ctor-comedian Ben 
Stiller, a newly named 
goodwill ambassador 
for UN Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC), says 

a lot more needs to be done to 
stand in solidarity with, protect 
and support refugees in the “cur-
rent climate”.

As Hollywood fights to end 
family separation at the US bor-
der, Stiller took a trip to Guate-
mala from his “safe, comfortable 
home in New York”. He wrote 
about it in a guest column for The 
Hollywood Reporter.

Stiller travelled with UNHCR 
over the past few years, visiting 
refugees in Germany and Jordan 
and meeting individuals 
caught up in the glo-
bal refugee crisis 
firsthand. Then 
he was invited to 
become an official 
Goodwill Ambas-
sador.

“While hon-
oured to be asked 
to take on such 
a role, if I was 

being honest with myself, I was 
not quite sure what it actually 
meant. Yes, right now, we desper-
ately need positivity and goodwill 
toward refugees, 
es- pe-

cially in our current climate.
“But what would being a 

Goodwill Ambassador actually 
mean and how could I make a 
meaningful difference in a world 
where there are so many seem-
ingly insurmountable forces 
affecting millions? I said ‘yes’ to 
the role, quietly promising myself 
I would figure it out on the job,” 
Stiller wrote.

His trip to Guatemala ear-
lier in July led him to meet men, 
women and children who have 
fled their homes, who were on the 
move, literally running for their 

lives.
“Spending time 

with them, it was 
impossible not 

to feel con-
nected 

as fellow humans. We laughed, ate 
and talked about raising children 
and the love of our families. As 
they relayed their stories, I was re-
peatedly reminded that refugees 
live in a world that shows them 
little goodwill.

“That what they need more 
than anything is to be given a 
voice. To be supported and heard 
-- especially the refugees from 
this region of the world,” he 
added.

He heard many harrowing 
tales, deducing that refugees in 
Central America are part of an in-
visible, misunderstood, ignored, 
under-funded and worsening 
crisis.

Stiller left Guatemala “believ-
ing we all need to do more to 
stand in solidarity with refugees 
like those I met, to protect them 

and support them”, he said in 
The Hollywood Reporter.

He has urged fellow 
members of the enter-
tainment community to 
join him in supporting 
the cause.

IANS

L
inkin Park have today 
paid tribute to Chester 
Bennington on the 
first anniversary of his 
death.

The frontman died on July 
20, 2017, at the age of 41 – with 
his bandmates Mike Shinoda, 
Brad Delson, Dave Farrell, 
Joe Hahn and Rob Bourdon 
posting a special message on 
Facebook.

It reads: “To our brother 
Chester. It has been a year since 
your passing – a surreal rotation 
of grief, heartbreak, refusal, and 
recognition. And yet it sill feels 
like you are close by, surround-
ing us with your memory and 
your light. 

“Your one-of-a-kind spirit 
has authored an indelible im-
print on our hearts – our jokes, 
our joy, and our tenderness.

“Eternally grateful for the 
love, life, and creative passion 
you shared with us and the 
world. We miss you more than 
words can express.”

Bassist Farrell also posted 
his own personal message to his 
friend on Instagram, saying that 
not a day has gone by when he 
hasn’t thought about him.

Farrell adds: “I miss you, 
and it still hurts to not have 
you here. I chose not to speak 
at your memorial because I 
couldn’t formulate the words to 
adequately express how I felt.

“I chose not to speak at the 
Celebration of Life Concert 
honouring you because I knew 
I’d struggle to even be able to 
speak at all. 

“And today, a year after your 
passing, I still struggle to try 
and eloquently express what 
you mean to your family, your 
friends, your fans... and to me. 

“There is so much that I feel 
and that I could say, and that 
I would want to say, and that 
I don’t know how to say... but 
one thing I know for certain, is 
that you are loved, and you are 
missed.”

Loudersound

2
4-year old 
Jonathan Yhome, 
a local musician 
based in Kohima 
released his lat-

est extended play (EP) 
“Heading Out” on Friday 
July 20 at Hotel East Gate 
in Kohima.

During the debut 
event, Yhome spoke 
about how he wrote the 
song from  his day to 
day life experiences and 
the inspirations behind 
composing the song as he 
began his music career. 
He also performed some 
of his originals including 
‘killing us’, ‘goodbye’ and 
‘3 AM’.

It was informed that 
50% of the proceeds from 
the sales of his CDs have 
been pledged towards the 
well-being of the children 
at John 3:16 Orphanage 
and Adoption Centre 
located in Mon.

Also, the program 
aims to highlight the im-
portance of mental health 
and to raise awareness to-

Good Morning Birthday 
Girl!!!!!!!!!
Again this time of the 
year, God has blessed 
you to witness your 
birthday today. I hope 
you are immense happy 
and excited to celebrate 
it!! I am so glad to have 
a friend like you who 
makes someone’s life 
beautiful n meaningful. 
May this day mark the 
start of an amazing year 
for you and Hope your 
day is as AWESOME 
and BEAUTIFUL as you 
are. Happy Birth Lady 
Panda!!!!! God Bless.

With Love n Prayer 
Tillman

Dear Kiziuna @Nana,
May your birthday be 

filled with lots of lovely 
moments.  May you con-
tinue to climb the ladder 
of success.  Thank you 
for being   a part of my 
secrets, laughter and joy. 

 Wishing you a heart-
felt  Happy  Birthday.  
Jai Hind   …Principal 
Saaaaaab .

---Your loving bro. 
Minthang.

A
merican singer Bruce 
Springsteen surprised 
the audience by making 
a special appearance 
with “Piano Man” fame 

singer Billy Joel on his 100th show at 
Madison Square Garden here.

The surprised audience loudly 
cheered “Bruce” when they saw 
Springsteen on the stage. Spring-
steen rocked his guitar and sang, 
while Joel worked hard on the 
piano. The duo teamed up for two 
Springsteen classics “Born To Run” 
and “Tenth Avenue Freeze-Out”, 
reports etonline.com.

The night on Wednesday 
marked a special occasion as 

69-year-old Joel is now the artiste 
with the most lifetime perform-
ances at Madison Square Garden.

Joel’s 2-year-old daughter also 
made an appearance at the special 
show at one point, sitting on his lap.

A photo of the the singer and 
Springsteen performing together 
has also been shared on Joel’s 
official Instagram account along 
with the post: “There were 100 
shows’ worth of memories at Billy’s 
unprecedented 100th show at the 
Square Garden, including a special 
appearance by Springsteen. Thanks 
to all the fans who shared this magi-
cal night with us.

IANS

A
ctor Justin Ther-
oux found stunt 
coordinator and 
second-unit 
director Gary 

Powell, who has worked in 
films including the James 
Bond and Bourne franchis-
es, very hard-charging.

The two worked to-
gether in the action-thriller 
“The Spy Who Dumped 
Me”. The Lionsgate Pro-
duction film also stars Mila 
Kunis and Kate McKin-
non who get caught in an 
undercover agent trap after 
Kunis’ on-screen spy and 
former boyfriend dumps 
her. 

Director Susanna Fogel 
said: “It’s important for me 
that the action be just as 
fearless as the action in a 
male-driven movie, and 
that we don’t hold back, we 
don’t try to like soften it.” 

“The Spy Who Dumped 
Me” is slated to release in 
India on August 10.

IANS

P
op star Justin Bieber 
has lost the right to 
defend himself in 
court after blowing 
off depositions over 

his vandalism case.
According to court docu-

ments obtained by a website 
The Blast, the judge oversee-
ing the pop star’s battle with 
his former neighbour Jeff 
Schwartz has sanctioned 
Bieber for failing to sit for 
his deposition on multiple 

occasions. Schwartz urged 
lawmakers to issue a warrant 
for the singer’s arrest after Bie-
ber skipped a deposition last 
month to hang out with his 
fiancee Hailey Baldwin here, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

The judge declared that 
since Bieber had refused 
deposition requests, he will 
not be allowed to “testify on 
his own defence”.

The jury will also be told 
that Bieber “refused to appear 

for his deposition”, and now 
it will be admitted as fact 
that Bieber is liable for the 
infamous 2014 egg attack on 
his ex-neighbour’s home - and 
that he did so “with malice”.

IANS

K
orn frontman Jonath-
an Davis says he has 
another project up 
his sleeve, which is 
completely different 

from his usual work.
He recently released his 

solo album Black Labyrinth and 
is working with Korn on their 
upcoming album. But speaking 
exclusively with Metal Hammer, 

Davis says he’s sitting on even 
more material.

He reports: “I’ve done stuff 
with trap, I just haven’t released 
it yet. And I did this crazy, heavy, 
black metal, jungle shit. 

“I don’t know when that’ll 
come out, but I did that in 2014. 
I’ve been doing shit that just sits. 
I have a huge vault. I’ve just got 
to figure out how to release it and 

do it right.”
When asked about his trap 

metal-led tracks, Davis adds: 
“That shit I did a long time ago, 
too, and it just sits there, so I 
don’t know. I’ve kind of moved 
past it now. 

“And even the jungle black 
metal stuff, I’ll release it some-
time, but I’m always looking out 
for something new. I’ve got to 
innovate and do some different 
shit.”

Last week, Davis checked in 
to report that although early, the 
new Korn material he’s heard is 
already sounding great.

He said: “I’ve listened to 
a bunch of stuff. There’s been 
really good ideas, really cool 
grooves. It really doesn’t start 
taking place until I get there and 
glue all the shit together with the 
arrangements and put my vocals 
on it.

“But they’re working with 
different producers and we’re 
gonna do the record and we’ll 
see – I’m really excited for it.

Loudersound

We need positivity, goodwill 
toward refugees — Ben Stiller

Linkin Park pay tribute to Chester 
on first anniv. of his death
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EP ‘Heading Out’
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at Billy Joel’s special event

Powell is very 
hard-charging — 
Justin Theroux
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Jonathan Davis is sitting on a 
‘heavy black metal jungle’ project

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.20 pm, 8 pm: 
Dhadak (hindi) 

12 pm: Ant Man And The wasp (Eng 2D)

5.20 pm: Sky 
Scraper (Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

wards personal, emotion-
al and social issues that 
accompany mental health 
aliments and how they 
are addressed, especially 
among the youths. 

The event is managed 
by imagi.NATION private 
limited, a Kohima-based 
event management initia-

tive. imagi.NATION is a 
group of young entre-
preneurs who share the 
passion and dream of 
creating and providing 
platforms and opportuni-
ties for celebrating life and 
ideas towards a significant 
social impact.

Our Correspondent 
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Tim Cahill

Sanjay Takale

Valtteri Bottas

Son Heung-min

PSG’s Brazilian star Neymar arrives to participate in the charity auction of the Neymar Jr. Institute, in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, on July 19.

Keshav Maharaj’s 8-116 against Sri Lanka are the best figures for a South African spinner in a first innings.

Neymar rules out transfer 
move, staying at PSG

Maharaj magic restricts Sri Lanka to 277-9

Bottas staying as Hamilton’s Mercedes team mateIndia, China to play 
international friendly in October

Sanjay Takale to make WRC-3 debut

Ex-Socceroo Cahill looks to US and coaching career

Tokyo 2020 Olympics ticket prices unveiled

Tottenham Hotspur’s Son signs contract extension until 2023

Sao Paulo, July 20 (AFP): 
Brazilian superstar Ney-
mar on Thursday sought to 
quash speculation about 
his future, insisting he 
planned to remain with 
French giants Paris Saint-
Germain.

“I’m staying, I’m staying 
in Paris, I have a contract,” 
Neymar told reporters at an 
auction to raise money for 
his charitable foundation 
in Sao Paulo.

Neymar, who became 
the world’s most expensive 
footballer last year after 
moving to PSG from Barce-
lona in a record 222 million 
euro ($264 million) deal, 
has repeatedly been linked 
to a move to Real Madrid.

The European champi-
ons have issued a series of 
statements in recent weeks 
denying they have an inter-
est in signing the 26-year-
old striker.

Speculation of a Ney-
mar move to the Berna-
beu has intensified in the 
wake of Cristiano Ronaldo’s 

shock move to Juventus, a 
development that has left 
a vacancy at Madrid for an 
elite, superstar player.

“In the face of the con-
stant reports linking PSG’s 
Neymar Jr. to our club, Real 

Madrid C. F. wish to clarify 
that the club has no inten-
tion of making any offer for 
the player,” a Real Madrid 
statement said last week.

“The two clubs enjoy an 
excellent relationship and, 

as such, if Real Madrid were 
at any stage to consider 
securing the services of a 
PSG player, they would ap-
proach the club in the first 
instance.”

Although Neymar in-

Colombo, July 20 (Reuters): 
South Africa’s Keshav Ma-
haraj claimed a career-best 
eight for 116 to prevent Sri 
Lanka from making the 
most of a strong start and 
limiting them to 277 for 

nine on the opening day of 
the second and final test on 
Friday.

The left-arm spinner 
registered the best figure in 
Sri Lanka by a visiting bowl-
er to haul his team back 

into the contest, but South 
Africa will hardly be cel-
ebrating considering their 
own vulnerability against 
the turning ball.

Akila Dananjaya was 
batting on 16 at stumps 

Sydney, July 20 (AFP): 
Australia’s all-time leading 
goal-scorer Tim Cahill said 
Friday he intends to con-
tinue playing at club level 
and is also interested in a 
coaching career following 
his retirement from inter-
national football.

Cahill, who scored 50 
times in 107 appearances 
for Australia —- including 
five times at the World Cup 
-- announced his retire-
ment earlier this week, end-
ing a storied playing career 
with the Socceroos.

Cahill, 38, said he in-
tended to live with his fam-
ily in the United States, 
heightening speculation 
that he might seek to play 
in the Major League Soccer 
(MLS).

“International retire-
ment is done, but as for 
domestic, there could be 
an opportunity but it is still 
something I have time to 
decide,” Cahill told a media 
conference in Sydney.

He ruled out return-
ing to Australia’s A-League, 
where he last played with 
Melbourne City.

“My A-League experi-
ence was fantastic... I felt 
like I had a successful time 
here. But to live in America 
and to try and play in the 
A-League I feel like would 
be impossible,” he said.

Cahill spent three sea-
sons with the New York 
Red Bulls from 2012-15 and 
played largely off the sub-
stitutes’ bench last season 
during spells with City and 
English Championship side 
Millwall.

Cahill said he would 
be open to a collaboration 

Hockenheim (Germany), 
July 20 (Reuters): Finnish 
driver Valtteri Bottas has 
signed a new deal with Mer-
cedes that could see him 
stay for two more years, 
the Formula One world 
champions announced at 
the German Grand Prix on 
Friday.

The announcement 
comes a day after Mercedes 
confirmed four-times 
world champion Lewis 
Hamilton would be with 
the team until the end of 
2020. Mercedes said in a 
statement that the 28-year-
old, who joined the team 
last year after 2016 cham-
pion Nico Rosberg retired 
abruptly, was confirmed 
for 2019 with an option for 
2020.

“Valtteri’s performanc-
es have been excellent this 
season and, if not for our 
mistakes and his misfor-

Mumbai, July 20 (PTI): 
Pune-based rally driver 
Sanjay Takale is all set 
to make his World Rally 
Championship-3 debut at 
the Neste Rally in Finland 
next week.

The Latvia-based Baltic 
Motorsports Promotion is 
providing Takale a WRC-
registered car, it was an-
nounced at a media confer-
ence here today.

The Baltic Motorsports 
has confirmed Takale as its 
driver for the Finland-leg of 
the World Rally Champion-
ship in the WRC-3 category.

Takale said he is the first 
Indian driver to participate 
in this category at the WRC.

“This rally is the moth-

sisted Thursday he was 
staying in Paris, reports 
persisted that a move could 
be on the cards.

British media reports 
said Thursday PSG were 
open to the possibility of 
selling Neymar. Madrid 
president Florentino Perez 
meanwhile said the club 
was determined to rein-
force its squad following 
Ronaldo’s departure.

“Real has a great squad 
that is going to be rein-
forced with magnificent 
players,” Perez said earlier 
this week.

“We are aware of the 
level of demand of the team 
each season. We are Real 
Madrid and we always want 
more. We must reinforce 
the present and at the same 
time strengthen the future.”

Real however have also 
been linked to a move for 
Chelsea’s Belgium World 
Cup star Eden Hazard, who 
indicated on Saturday he 
was keen to leave the Lon-
don club.

er of all rallies and one of 
the fastest rallies (in the 
circuit). There are a lot of 
jumps on the track, and 
the terrain is unique,” said 
Takale, who is scheduled 
to team up with British co-
driver Darren Garrod.

He will be driving a Ford 
Fiesta 2 in the Finland Rally, 
which begins on July 26 and 
concludes on July 29.

“I have had podium 
finishes in the last couple 
of years which has helped 
me qualify for the WRC-
3. I think this is the most 
technical high speed rally 
in WRC and I would like to 
finish this rally and finish 
well,” he added.

In the lead up to the 
Finland rally, Takale com-
peted in Rally Tallinn in 
Estonia and Rally Latvia.

He will be joined in Ral-
ly Finland by compatriot 
and MRF driver Gaurav Gill, 
who will be competing in 
WRC 2 class category.

tune, he could be leading 
the drivers’ championship 
at the moment,” team boss 
Toto Wolff said.

“When we took the de-
cision in favour of Valtteri 

for 2019, it wasn’t just about 
his undoubted speed and 
work ethic, but also a ques-
tion of character.

“His relationship with 
the team, including Lewis, 

Tokyo, July 20 (Reuters): The organizers of 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics unveiled 
domestic ticket prices for the 
Games on Friday ranging from 
less than $18 up to $2,760, 
the top rate for a place at the 
opening ceremony.

Tickets for many events 
start at the symbolic price 
point of 2,020 yen ($17.96) 
but these are only for group 
sales, while the cheapest in-
dividual tickets will go on 
sale for 2,500 yen ($22.23).

More than half of all 
tickets will be sold for less 
than 8,000 yen ($71.15), accord-
ing to organisers. The cheapest 
tickets are to be found for sports 
such as soccer, hockey and the 
marathon.

The Tokyo prices are roughly in line 
with those for the London Olym-

pics in 2012 but are more expen-
sive than Rio 2016, although 

fluctuating exchange rates 
make comparisons difficult.

At London 2012, the 
most expensive open-
ing ceremony tickets cost 

$2,618 at today’s exchange 
rate.

As in previous Games, ath-
letics is the most expen-
sive event with the highest 
priced tickets coming in at 
130,000 yen ($156.12).

Tickets will go on sale in 
Japan in spring 2019. The pric-
ing strategy for tickets to be sold 

internationally has not yet been 
announced.

New Delhi, July 20 (IANS): The All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) confirmed on 
Friday that the Indian team will take part 
in an international friendly against Asian 
powerhouse China during the scheduled 
FIFA window in October.

The Indian team, who are placed 97th 
in the latest FIFA rankings, will travel to 
Beijing to play against the 75th ranked 
China during the FIFA window of October 
8-16. Though the date for the friendly is 
yet to be decided, the AIFF has proposed 
Saturday, October 13 as the match day.

India and China have faced each other 
17 times at the senior international level, 
all on Indian soil, the last encounter being 
21 years ago at the Nehru Cup in Kochi 
in 1997.

India are yet to win a match against 
China. Off the 17 matches, 12 have gone 
in favour of China while the rest ended 
in draws. However, the Indian team have 
done well over the last couple of years, 
maintaining an unbeaten run of 12 official 

matches for a span which extended from 
June 2016 to November 2017.

Recently, the India U-16 team vis-
ited China for an invitational four-nation 
tournament which also included the U-16 
teams of Thailand and North Korea.

The international friendly in October 
assumes huge importance as it will set the 
pace for India’s preparations for the AFC 
Asian Cup to be held in January, 2019 in 
UAE. India coach Stephen Constantine 
expressed satisfaction over the AIFF’s ef-
forts in scheduling the away tie against 
China and stated that the team needs to 
prepare in the best possible fashion for 
the AFC Asian Cup.

“With an eye on the preparation 
for the Asian Cup, as a coach, I couldn’t 
have asked for anything better than an 
opponent like China. I am sure the boys 
will make the best of the opportunity 
presented to us and look forward to test 
ourselves ahead of the AFC competition,” 
Constantine said.

is open and trusting, with-
out any politics at all. Those 
are the ingredients you 
need when you’re fighting 
strong rivals in both cham-
pionships and they mirror 
the values inside the team.”

Bottas is currently fifth 
in the championship, 59 
points behind second-
placed Hamilton, and has 
yet to win a race this season.

He has, however, fin-
ished second four times.

Hamilton has won three 
races and is eight points 
behind Ferrari’s Sebastian 
Vettel.

The Finn had sounded 
confident on Thursday that 
he would be staying after 
speculation that Mercedes 
might bring in their French 
protege Esteban Ocon from 
Force India.

The announcement 
also ends any lingering 
hope of Red Bull’s Austra-

lian Daniel Ricciardo racing 
for the Silver Arrows next 
season.

Bottas said it was great 
to make the announcement 
at Hockenheim, a home 
race for the team and the 
circuit where he had his first 
single-seater wins in 2007.

“This year, with a full 
winter of preparation, I 
have been able to make a 
good step forward — and 
I believe that there is still 
more to come,” he said.

“We have not been so 
lucky in the races this year 
but the team knows how I 
am performing, and this is 
a great sign of confidence in 
me and my driving.

“We have a big battle 
on our hands right now, 
so it’s good to have the fu-
ture clear for everybody. It 
means we can have a full 
focus on the championship 
fight.”

with governing body Foot-
ball Federation Australia, 
serving as an “ambassador” 
to the A-League and begin-
ning a potential career in 
coaching.

“Looking to the future, 
I’m interested in coaching. 
I’m going to spend some 
time here in Australia and 
meet with some partners,” 
he said.

“I’ll fly to UK and start 
my UEFA B (coaching) li-
cence and then I’ll open 
the door for offers to play 
football.”

Cahill added that he 
was not bitter over playing 
only a minor role at his final 
World Cup in Russia, where 
the Socceroos were winless.

He said while he had 
done everything possible 
to be ready for the tourna-
ment, there was no bad 

blood towards Dutch coach 
Bert van Marwijk and team 
management.

“I think for me, when 
you’re 38 years old and 
you’ve already been at 
three World Cups... one 
thing I’ve learned is espe-
cially when you play for 
your country, is that you’re 
there for your country,” 
Cahill said.

“I knew I’d get my time. 
That’s what I was preparing 
for in the 44 days leading 
up to it.”

Cahill said he got his 
chance to play, against 
Peru.

“Frustration is a word 
that’s used because people 
would have liked to see me 
play more but for me, it 
was an honour to be part 
of a fourth World Cup cam-
paign,” he added.   

with Rangana Herath on 
five, with the hosts hoping 
for a 2-0 whitewash against 
a team they thumped inside 
three days in the first test 
at Galle.

Following their decision 
to bat first after winning 
the toss, openers Dimuth 
Karunaratne and Danush-
ka Gunathilaka forged a 
century-plus stand, defying 
the South African bowlers 
in the wicketless morning 
session.

Karunaratne alone had 
outscored the entire South 
Africa team in Galle, and 
the southpaw continued 
his rich form to bring up 
his third successive 50-plus 
score in as many innings.

He and Gunathilaka put 
on 116 runs for the opening 
stand to lay the foundations 
for a big total, but Maharaj 
ensured the second session 
belonged to the tourists.

The 28-year-old got Ka-
runaratne, who made 53, 

to tickle one down the leg 
side, with Quinton de Kock 
taking a smart catch behind 
the stumps.

In his next over, Maha-
raj dismissed Gunathilaka 
for 57 when the batsman 
attempted a slog-sweep 
and Kagiso Rabada charged 
from deep square leg and 
dived forward to take a bril-
liant catch. Maharaj dealt a 
third blow before tea when 
he induced Kusal Mendis 
(21) into playing a sweep 
shot with Rabada taking his 
second catch of the day.

The spinner struck 
again in the first over af-
ter tea to dismiss Angelo 
Mathews for 10 and then 
ran through Sri Lanka’s 
middle and lower order.

Dhananjaya de Silva 
made 60 as each of Sri 
Lanka’s top three bats-
men helped themselves to 
easy fifties before Maharaj 
wreaked havoc on those 
lower down the order.

London, July 20 (IANS): 
South Korean winger Son 
Heung-min has signed a 
contract extension with 
Tottenham Hotspur until 
2023, the capital football 
club announced on Fri-
day.

The 26-year-old, who 
moved to Tottenham in 
2015 from Bayer Leverku-
sen, has developed into 
one of coach Mauricio 
Pochettino’s most potent 
attacking weapons along 
with striker Harry Kane 
and attacking midfielder 
Dele Alli, reports Efe.

Son, who has scored 
47 goals in 140 appear-
ances for Tottenham, has 
committed his future to 
the club after earning 
plaudits for his perfor-
mance at the World Cup 
in Russia, despite South 

Korea being eliminated 
from the group stages.

The highlight of their 
campaign came when 
they defeated reigning 
world champions Germa-
ny 2-0, with Son scoring 
his country’s second goal.

That result was not 
enough to earn him an 
exemption from complet-
ing his military service; 
he will have to serve for 
23 months if his country 
does not win gold at the 
upcoming Asian Games, 
which take place from 
August 18 to September 
2 in Indonesia.

South Korean law 
stipulates that any pro-
fessional athlete who 
earns an Olympic med-
al or gold at the Asian 
Games can be exempt 
from completing their 

military service.
South Korea will  be 

among the favourites to take 
gold, having won the Asian 

Games soccer tournament 
in 1970, 1978, 1986 and 2014.
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Eden Hazard

Eden Hazard Slovakia's Peter Sagan crosses the finish line to win the 13th 
stage of the Tour de France cycling race with start in Bourg d'Oisans and 
finish in Valence, France on Friday July 20.

Antonio Conte

Jeffrey Vandersay

Fakhar Zaman continued to batter Zimbabwe's bowlers on Friday, hitting an unbeaten double century in Pakistan's record-breaking innings.

Alisson Becker

Conte to sue Chelsea over 
delayed sacking — Reports

Fakhar hits record double ton as Pakistan crush Zimbabwe

Goalkeeper Alisson joins Liverpool for record transfer fee

Sri Lanka's Vandersay 
gets one-year suspended 
ban for misconduct

Fabregas begs Hazard to stay at ChelseaSagan takes 3rd win at Tour, 
Thomas keeps lead on Stage 13

Sports court overturns AC Milan's ban from Europa League

U-14 bare-footed football 
competition during Mini 
Hornbill festival at Mkg

London, July 20 (AFP): An-
tonio Conte is set to take 
legal action against Chelsea 
over damage to his career 
and loss of future earnings 
following his sacking by 
the Premier League club, 
according to reports on 
Friday.

Conte is believed to be 
furious Chelsea made him 

return to pre-season train-
ing before finally dismiss-
ing him last week to make 
way for the arrival of new 
boss Maurizio Sarri.

The Italian, who spent 
just two years with the 
Blues, was widely reported 
to be facing the sack for 
much of last season after 
the breakdown in his re-

lationship with Chelsea 
owner Roman Abramovich 
and the club's hierarchy.

But Conte was made to 
wait 55 days after Chelsea's 
FA Cup final win over Man-
chester United before he 
was axed.

After winning the Pre-
mier League in his first 
season at Stamford Bridge, 

London, July 20 (IANS): 
Liverpool FC has confirmed 
that it has completed the 
signing of Brazilian net 
minder Alisson Becker 
from AS Roma for a 67-mil-
lion-pound ($87.2-million) 
transfer fee, a world record 
for a goalkeeper.

The 25-year-old goalie 
signed a long-term contract 
with the Reds after undergo-
ing a medical, the club said 

on its website on Thursday, 
without providing further 
details, reports Efe.

Alisson played 49 games 
for Roma last season and 
helped lead the Serie A club 
to the Champions League 
semi-final round, where it 
lost to Liverpool 7-6 on ag-
gregate.

The Brazilian also was 
his national team's start-
ing goalkeeper in all five 

matches at the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia, a campaign 
that ended with a 2-1 loss 
to Belgium in the quarter-
finals.

In a lengthy interview 
on the Reds' Web site, the 
team's fourth new arrival of 
the summer described the 
qualities he will be bringing 
to the Premier League club.

"I'm quick to come off 
my line. I'm an agile 'keep-

er; despite being tall, I've 
got very good agility and 
strength in my legs," Alisson 
said. He also said he liked 
having the ball at his feet 
and could help the team's 
attack.

"When the play starts 
from the back and the ball 
arrives in a good way for 
the attackers to shoot, it's 
always better," the goalie 
added.

Lausanne (Switzerland), 
July 20 (AP): In a legal vic-
tory over UEFA, AC Milan is 
back in the Europa League 
after the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport overturned 
a ban imposed for over-
spending.

The court said Friday 
the punishment was ''not 
proportionate'' following 
a takeover completed last 
week, even though UEFA 
was right to judge Milan had 
broken financial monitor-
ing rules.

The seven-time Euro-
pean champion had failed 
to approach breaking even 
on player transfers and 
wages over several seasons 
in which it failed to qualify 

for the top-tier Champions 
League.

UEFA was ordered to 
review the case and apply a 
''proportionate disciplinary 
measure,'' the court said in 
an urgent ruling.

Milan's reprieve was 
largely due to the takeover 
by a United States-based 
hedge fund which last year 
provided key finance to a 
Chinese-led purchase of the 
storied club.

In a statement Friday, 
European soccer body 
UEFA noted without com-
ment that the case returns 
to the judging section of its 
club finance panel.

The verdict was given 
Friday without detailed rea-

sons from a three-judge 
panel, one day after a hear-
ing at the highest court 
in world sports.

An urgent rul-
ing was needed 
because the case 
affected Italy's 
entry in the 
Europa League 
second quali-
fying round 
next week.

Milan's le-
gal win restores 
the club's place 
in the group stage 
which kicks off in 
September. Atalanta, 
which placed seventh 
in Serie A, goes back into the 
qualifying rounds and plays 

Sarajevo in a first-leg game 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

on Thursday. Fio-
rentina, which 

placed eighth 
last season, 
is now with-
drawn from 
the Europa 
League.

M i -
lan broke 
UEFA's fi-
nancial fair 
rules which 

monitor fi-
nances over a 

three-year as-
sessment period 

of all clubs qualify-
ing to enter the Cham-

pions League or Europa 

League.
When it was banned last 

month, Milan said it failed 
to break even on soccer-re-
lated business in the period 
from July 2014 to June 2017 
- before its spending spree 
one year ago.

Milan spent more than 
200 million euros last year 
(then nearly $250 million) 
on new players. This was 
despite questions over the 
financial stability of the Chi-
nese-led consortium that 
purchased the club from 
former Italian prime minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi for $800 
million in April 2017.

The team finished sixth 
in Serie A, missed out on 
the four Italian places in the 

Champions League, and 
qualified for the Europa 
League.

However, the court said 
UEFA had not ''properly 
assessed'' some relevant 
points in Milan's case, and 
the club's finances im-
proved after the takeover.

Elliott Management has 
promised to inject 50 mil-
lion euros ($66 million) in 
capital.

Former owner Li Yong-
hong missed a deadline to 
repay part of a loan worth 
more than 300 million eu-
ros ($350 million) from the 
hedge fund. Elliott repos-
sessed the holding com-
pany in Luxembourg that Li 
used to buy Milan.

Dimapur, July 20 (EMN): 
In commemoration of Dr. 
T Ao birth Centenary cel-
ebration, the Mokokchung 
District Football Associa-
tion (MDFA) in collabora-
tion with the Mokokchung 
district administration will 
be organising the 'Dr. T 
Ao Inter-School U-14 boys 
bare footed football' com-
petition which will be held 
during the Tsungremong 

Mini Hornbill Festival Mo-
kokchung from August 1 
till the 3rd at Imkongmeren 
sports complex.

The competition will 
be within the jurisdiction 
of Mokokchung Munici-
pal Council, informed the 
Tournament Secretary, Su-
pongwati Jamir in a press 
release. 

Last date for submis-
sion of forms will be July 25.

Bulawayo (Zimbabwe), July 
20 (AFP): Fakhar Zaman be-
came the first Pakistan player 
to hit a double century in 
one-day internationals as 
Pakistan crushed Zimbabwe 
by 244 runs to go 4-0 up in 
their one-day series on Fri-
day.

Zaman smashed 210 not 
out from 156 deliveries, mov-
ing past the previous record 
for a Pakistan batsman set 
by Saeed Anwar with his 194 
more than 21 years ago.

That wasn't the only re-
cord to tumble.

Pakistan's openers blazed 
a world record 304-run stand, 
with Imam-ul-Haq hitting 
113, the triple hundred part-
nership becoming Pakistan's 
biggest for any wicket in ODIs.

It also broke the previ-
ous record for an opening 
stand in all internationals, 
set by Sanath Jayasuriya and 
Upal Tharanga for Sri Lanka 
against England at Heading-

Conte presided over a dis-
mal collapse last term, with 
Chelsea finishing fifth and 
missing out on a place in 
the Champions League.

Conte is believed to 
have received a £9 million 
pay-off for the year he had 
remaining on his Chelsea 
contract, yet the Times re-
ports the former Juventus 
coach is keen to get addi-
tional compensation.

That could trigger an 
ugly legal battle, with Con-
te's lawyers reportedly set 
to claim the west London 
club cost their client a year 
of his career, as all the top 
management jobs in Eu-
rope have been filled.

Real Madrid were be-
lieved to be interested in 
Conte after Zinedine Zi-
dane left in May, while the 
Italy job was also available 
earlier this year.

The Times also reported 
Chelsea have threatened to 
withhold Conte's contract 
settlement due to repeated 
criticism of his employers 
over their failure to back his 
transfer demands.

Bengaluru, July 20 (Re-
uters): Sri Lanka leg-spin-
ner Jeffrey Vandersay has 
been punished with a one-
year suspended ban and 
fined 20 percent of his an-
nual contract after admit-
ting a misconduct charge, 
the country’s cricket board 
said on Friday.

Vandersay’s tour of the 
West Indies was cut short 
on June 23, before the third 
and final Test, when he was 
sent home due to a disci-
plinary breach.

ESPNcricinfo report-
ed the 28-year-old was 
charged by the Sri Lanka 
cricket board following 
the second Test in St Lucia 
after failing to report back 
to the team hotel following 
a night out.

“Vandersay was im-
posed with the punish-
ment, following the player’s 
admission of guilt over the 
incident,” Sri Lanka Cricket 
(SLC) said in a statement.

“SLC has also informed 
the player that during the 
period of serving the afore-
said suspended sentence, 
any breach of the contrac-
tual obligation shall be se-
verely dealt with together 
with the suspension.”

Vandersay will be sus-
pended from all forms of 
cricket for a year if there is 
another breach of his con-
tractual obligations within 
the next 12 months.

Vandersay has played 
11 one-dayers and seven 
Twenty20s for Sri Lanka 
since his debut in 2015.

Melbourne, July 20 (Re-
uters): Chelsea midfielder 
Cesc Fabregas has urged 
team mate Eden Hazard not 
to leave the Premier League 
club amid reports that the 
Belgium forward is bound 
for Real Madrid.

During the World Cup 
in Russia, Hazard revealed 
he was considering leaving 
the club he had joined from 
Lille in 2012 but Fabregas 
has begged him not to go.

“I think he’s our best 
player,” Fabregas said of his 
team mate after reaching 
Perth ahead of Monday’s 
friendly against Perth Glory.

“We are a top club, we 
want to be a top team, we 
want to win things, and for 
that you need your best 
players. Eden is one of them.

“He’s a player that we all 
love to play with, especially 
me. For us, he’s our most 
important player.

“Everyone loves him — 
the fans, the club, the play-
ers, and we need him. He 
knows that,” the Spaniard 
added.

Monday’s match is 
Chelsea’s first under new 
coach Maurizio Sarri, who 
has promised an attacking 
brand of football and Fabre-

gas cannot wait to see how it 
unfolds.

“It’s a way of football 
that I believe in, that I really 
like, that I grew up in this 
system,” the 31-year-old 
said.

“For the type of player 
like myself, we can take a lot 
of advantage.”

Valence (France), July 20 
(AP): Peter Sagan won his 
third stage of this Tour 
de France, while Geraint 
Thomas kept the overall 
lead over teammate Chris 
Froome on Friday.

Sagan won a sprint 
finish to claim Stage 13, a 
169.5-kilometer (105-mile) 
leg from Bourg d'Oisans to 
Valence in less than four 
hours.

After overzealous fans 
marred Thomas' win on 
Thursday atop the Alpe 
d'Huez peak, the otherwise 
complete calm of Friday's 
leg was briefly disturbed 
by a man on the roadside 
who tossed a smoke bomb 
into the center of the pelo-
ton as it passed by with 
16 kilometers left. Besides 
spitting out yellow smoke, 

the bomb appeared to do 
no harm.

Thomas took charge of 
the race with impressive 
wins atop summit finishes 
on the previous two days.

The Welsh rider for Sky 

had no trouble maintaining 
his advantage of 1 minute, 
39 second over defending 
champion Froome on the 
flat ride that came after 
three grueling days in the 
Alps.

ley in 2006.
When the opening part-

nership was eventually 
snapped, Asif Ali arrived at 
the crease and immediately 
went on the attack, smashing 
50 from 22 deliveries to help 
boost Pakistan to another 
record: their highest ever total 
in ODIs.

Zimbabwe's response 
never got going, and they 
were lucky to avoid a few 
other ignominious records 
when they were bowled out 
in the 43rd over for 155.

Zimbabwe's 244-run de-
feat was their second heaviest 
in ODIs, and they avoided 
that calamity only through 
a 69-run sixth wicket stand 
between Elton Chigumbura 
and Donald Tiripano.

But that was as good as 
it got for the hosts, with leg-
spinner Shadab Khan tak-
ing four for 28 as Pakistan 
wrapped up the innings hav-
ing barely broken a sweat.


