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Congress Parliamentary Party leader Mallikarjun Kharge, centre, speaks during the first day of the Monsoon session of Lok Sabha, at the 
Parliament in New Delhi on Wednesday, July 18, 2018.
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New Delhi, July 18 (PTI): 
Lok Sabha proceedings be-
gan on a stormy note on the 
first day of the Monsoon 
Session today, amid slo-
ganeering and protests in 
the Well even as the House 
went ahead with the Ques-
tion Hour.

As soon as Speaker Sum-
itra Mahajan took up the 
Question Hour, members 
from Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Congress want-
ed to raise various issues. 
Members from the TDP and 
the SP trooped into the Well.

An assertive Mahajan 
told members that issues 
can be discussed after the 
Question Hour. "I won't 
allow...," she said even as 
many members continued 
to raise slogans.

Members from the TDP, 
a former ally of the ruling 
NDA government, trooped 
into the Well with placards 
and were heard saying, 

"We want justice". They 
demanded special status for 
Andhra Pradesh.

Some members from 
the SP were also in the Well 
as they sought to raise vari-
ous issues but could not be 
heard in the din.

Standing at their places, 
many Congress members 
were also trying to raise cer-
tain issues.

Despite the din, Ma-
hajan went ahead with the 
Question Hour.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi greeted members 
before the proceedings be-
gan in the Lower House.

Clad in a white kurta 
and pyjama, Modi took 
a round of the front rows 
of ruling and Opposition 
benches. He greeted mem-
bers with folded hands and 
was also seen exchanging 
a few words with Sama-
jwadi Party patriarch Mu-
layam Singh Yadav. Some 

members clapped when the 
prime minister walked into 
the House.

UPA Chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi and Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi were 
among those present in the 
House.

Before the Question 
Hour commenced, four new 
members took oath and 
Mahajan read out obituaries 
of three former members.

Kukade Madhukarrao 
Yashwantrao (NCP), Gavit 
Rajendra Dhedya (BJP), 
Tokheho (NDPP) and Ta-
bassum Begum (RLD) took 
oath as members.

Mahajan announced 
that members would have 
Wi-Fi access inside the 
House through intra-net 
and can browse various gov-
ernment websites, among 
others.

The House condoled 
with the death of many peo-
ple in a bus accident in Ut-

tarakhand and terror attacks 
in Afghanistan.

Mahajan expressed sor-
row over the bus accident 
on July 1 that killed more 
than 40 people and injured 
many.

She also condoled with 
the death of people, includ-
ing 13 members from Af-
ghan Sikh and Hindu com-
munities, who were killed in 
terror attacks at Jalalabad in 
Afghanistan on July 1.

The speaker also men-
tioned terror attacks during 
Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations on 
June 16 and 17 in Nangarhar 
province in Afghanistan.

"The House unequivo-
cally and in strongest terms 
condemns these dastardly 
terrorist attacks and con-
doles the loss of innocent 
lives in these terror attacks," 
she said.

Members also stood in 
silence as a mark of respect 
to the departed souls.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
The Naga Hoho has noted 
with concern what it stat-
ed was statements of Ma-
nipur’s Chief Minister Biren 
Singh to “take extreme steps 
if Naga deal hurts Manipur’s 
interest.” The organization 
issued a press release on 
Wednesday calling the 
statement “nonsensical and 
more of his own figment of 
imagination.”   

‘We are perturbed to 
read the statements of Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Mr 
Biren Singh…wherein the 
Manipur chief minister has 
categorically quoted “will 
take extreme steps if Naga 
deal hurts Manipur’s inter-
est” which is nonsensical 
and more of his own fig-
ment of imagination,’ the 
Naga organization stated.   

“Naga Hoho stated time 
and again that Nagas will 
never grab any land or prop-
erty which is not ours nor 
will compromise with any 
force on earth to take away 
what is ours. Naga Hoho 
would like to remind, that it 
was taken into cognizance 
by both the entities that 
violence and armed strug-
gle have no place in today’s 
global context and therefore 
the cease-fire and frame-
work agreement was signed 
between the Naga people 
and GoI (government of 
India) in search of peaceful 
Indo-Naga political set-
tlement,’ the press release 
stated. 

The organization ex-

pressed confidence that 
the ‘settlement’ would ‘defi-
nitely pave the way for the 
entire northeastern region 
to usher in peaceful atmos-
phere and to develop our 
region’ at par with other 
people in the world. 

“Rest assured, it is now 
left to the wisdom of Indian 
leadership and the Naga 
political negotiators to de-
cide what is best for both 
the entities and the future of 
the Nagas,” the Naga Hoho 
stated. 

The organization has 
appealed to the chief min-
ister of Manipur and the 
Meitei people to be ‘con-
scious enough to deal with 
such issues which are highly 
sensitive in nature.’ Like-
wise, the organization ap-
pealed to “all Metei brothers 
and sisters” to “understand 
and not to hurt the senti-
ments of the Nagas and 
their political rights basing 
on the fact that we will re-
main neighbors forever and 
the Nagas are sincerely will-
ing and open to maintain 
sisterly relationship in all 
generations to come.”

The group called it ‘un-
derstandable’ that there 
would be various obstacles 
before the final solution. 
‘But the GOI should not 
shy away from its agreed 
principle and take up the 
Naga political problem ur-
gently during the ensuing 
monsoon session of the 
Parliament,’ the press re-
lease stated.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 18: A legislator 
has reportedly sought   action, 
in the form of 'punishment 
posting,' against an employee 
of the Economics and Statistic 
department. A copy of the letter 
stated to be from R Khing, the 
advisor for Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, and 
Women Resource Develop-
ment, is being circulated  on  
social media. The letter re-

quested 'punishment posting' 
of a statistical assistant who 
is said to be posted in Wokha 
district. The transfer is stated 
to be because of the employee’s 
alleged involvement in the 
'recently' concluded general 
elections. 

The unauthenticated letter, 
with a letter head, is dated June 
11 2018. It reads a request to the 
advisor for Economics and Sta-
tistic department 'to transfer the 

official to some interior place as 
punishment posting on priority.' 

The copy started circulating 
on social media on Wed. July 18. 
No elaboration about the reason 
that may have necessitated the 
'punishment posting' was given 
in the letter. 

The 'request' letter was ad-
dressed to the advisor of the 
Economics and Statistic de-
partment. It read: "A govt. serv-
ant openly involved during the 

general election has created a 
lot of doubt and insecurity in 
the minds of the public. One 
such official a statistical assist-
ant posted in Wokha have wil-
fully involved himself during 
the recently concluded general 
election."    

The letter specifies the re-
quest that the employee should 
be transferred to an 'interior 
place' on 'priority.' The legislator 
termed it 'punishment posting.'   

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 18 (EMN): 
The mini-Hornbill festival, an-
nounced for the eleven districts 
of Nagaland, coinciding with 
tribal festivals respective to 
each of the districts, will start 
from Mokokchung district. This 
was informed by Mokokchung’s 
Deputy Commissioner Sachin 
Jaiswal during a press confer-
ence at his office chamber on 
July 18. 

For Mokokchung, the festi-
val is “Tsungremmong Hornbill 
Festival Mokokchung 2018,” and 
shall be hosted with the theme 
“celebrating one’s root.” It will 
be at the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex during August 1-3.

Jaiswal informed that the 
core committee of the event has 
roped in the Mokokchung Dis-
trict Arts and Culture Council; 
the Ao Senden, the Watsu Mung-
dang, and the Ao Students’ Con-
ference (AKM). They have been 
entrusted with various tasks that 
would feature in the festival.

A host of activities, focusing 
on culture, spanning morning to 
evening has been prepared. The 
festival is not concentrated but 

spread to two tourist destina-
tion villages namely Longkhum 
and Mopungchuket, the deputy 
commissioner informed.

According to Jaiswal, the 
three-day festival shall have a 
special guest for each of the day 
of festivities. The second day 
of the festivities, i.e., August 2, 
will be the main event. Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio is expected 
to attend the occasion, it was 
informed. 

“We are expecting one or two 
Union ministers to attain the 
festival,” Jaiswal said. “Cultural 
troupes from six ranges besides 
Sangtam and Sumi tribes have 
been invited to join the main 
festival on August 2. Our coun-
terparts the SPs (police super-
intendents) and DCs (deputy 
commissioners) of Jorhat and 
Sivasagar districts (in Assam) will 
also be invited. Besides, two cul-
tural troupes from Mariani area 
are also expected to participate 
in the festival,” he informed.

The deputy commissioner 
added that the AKM has been 
tasked with coordinating with 
the All Assam Students’ Union to 
arrange a delegation themed on 

cultural exchange and ‘border 
peace.’

Jaiswal informed that the 
events shall be conducted simul-
taneously starting from day one. 
Activities such as tug-of-war, 
inter-ward competitions, and 
indigenous games, and cooking 
competitions will also be fea-
tures of the festivities. 

Besides, an angling compe-
tition will be held at Mopung-
chuket village, and a motor-
sports event called the ‘Throttle 
Thrust-III’ will be at Longkhum 
village organized by Spearhead 
Motorsports Initiative, he in-
formed.

The evening programmes 
will include a singing competi-
tion in the Ao vernacular, and 
a showcase of traditional attires 
and ornaments, and a dance 
competition too.  

Jaiswal asserted that the 
main objective of the festival 
was to ‘popularize and showcase 
the festivals of the Naga tribes.’

“The main agenda is to 
display our own culture and 
diversity among various Naga 
tribes and to the outside 
world,” he said.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
The Zunheboto district ad-
ministration has ordered 
confining cattle and dogs 
in Zunheboto town. The 
order was necessitated re-
portedly by cattle and dogs 
moving ‘unrestrictedly’ and 
trespassing into private and 
public properties ‘littering 
the town with their drop-
pings,’ according to the gov-
ernment bulletin, DIPR, on 
Wednesday. ‘Similarly dogs 
feed on garbage piles and 
litter the area creating un-
hygienic and filthy environ-
ment,’ the update stated. 

Following a meeting 
with the local Gaon Bura 
on July 12, the district’s ad-
ministration has issued 
an order reining in cattle 

and dogs. The deputy com-
missioner of Zunheboto, 
Shanavas C, has informed 
citizens that free and unre-
stricted movement of cattle 
and dogs in and around 
the town has been banned. 
The administration has 
stipulated a period of 10 
days i.e., till July 22, Sunday, 
for owners to ‘control the 
movement’ and confine the 
cattle and dogs. 

Stray cattle and dogs 
seen ‘roaming’ after the 
expiry of the period i.e., 
from July 23, shall be shot 
without further notice, the 
administration stated. No 
complaint will be enter-
tained ‘for non-compliance 
of this directive,’ the update 
added. 

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): The Naga 
Student’s Federation (NSF) has 
informed candidates, who have 
been selected to undergo various 
courses through NEET and NSEE, 
to verify their documents from 
the federation. The NSF stated in 
a press release on Wednesday that 
the students are to present the 
following documents: A recent 
passport size photograph, HSSLC 
admission card, Schedule Tribe 
certificate, ‘Indigenous Certifi-
cate,’ Aadhaar number, and par-
ent or guardians’ Election voter 

ID card. 
The verification will be con-

ducted jointly by the All Nagaland 
College Students’ Union and the 
education committee of the NSF, 
it was informed.

There have been instances of 
non-indigenous candidates ap-
plying from the state quota, it was 
informed. The selected candidates 
for the year 2018 who fail to verify 
their documents will be consid-
ered ineligible and necessary steps 
shall be initiated against them, the 
NSF stated.

London, July 18 (IANS): 
Geologists have classified 
the last 4,200 years as be-
ing a distinct Earth age and 
are calling it a new chapter 
— the "Meghalayan Age" 
— the onset of which was 
marked by a mega-drought 
that crushed a number of 
civilizations worldwide.

The new classifica-
tion came about after sta-
lagmites on the floors of 
caves in the northeastern 
Indian state of Meghalaya 
were discovered that were 
considered as a significant 
proof for the latest distinc-
tion, the BBC reported on 

Wednesday.
Earth's existence of 

4.6-billion-year is divided 
into slices of time. Each 
slice corresponded to sig-
nificant happenings -- such 
as the break-up of conti-
nents, dramatic shifts in cli-
mate, and even the emer-
gence of particular types of 
animals and plant life.

The current age in 
which we live is called the 
Holocene Epoch, which 
reflects everything that has 
happened over the past 
11,700 years -- since a dra-
matic warming kicked us 
out of the last ice age, the 

BBC reported.
But the Holocene itself 

can be subdivided, accord-
ing to the International 
Commission on Stratigra-
phy (ICS).

The ICS is the official 
keeper of geologic time and 
it proposed three stages 
be introduced to denote 
the epoch's upper, middle 
and lower phases. These 
all record major climate 
events. 

The Meghalayan, the 
youngest stage, runs from 
4,200 years ago to 1950. 
It began with a destruc-
tive drought, whose effects 

lasted two centuries, and 
severely disrupted civili-
zations in Egypt, Greece, 
Syria, Palestine, Mesopo-
tamia, the Indus Valley and 
the Yangtze River Valley, the 
BBC report added.

To win the classifica-
tion, a slice of geological 
time generally has to reflect 
something whose effects 
were global in extent and 
be associated with a rock or 
sediment type that is clear 
and unambiguous.

For the famous bound-
ary 66 million years ago 
that marks the switch in 
period from the Cretaceous 

to Tertiary, this "golden 
spike" is represented by 
traces in sediments of the 
element iridium. This was 
spread across the planet in 
the debris scattered by the 
asteroid that wiped out the 
dinosaurs.

For the Meghalayan, 
the spike is epitomized in 
specific chemical signa-
tures, the finest example 
of which can be seen in 
the layers of stalagmites on 
the floors of caves in the 
northeastern Indian state 
of Meghalaya.

It was likely triggered 
by shifts in ocean and at-

mospheric circulation, the 
ICS said.

The Meghalayan Age is 
unique among the many 
intervals of the geologic 
timescale. Its beginning 
coincides with a global cul-
tural event produced by a 
global climatic event, said 
Stanley Finney, Professor 
at Long Beach State Univer-
sity and Secretary-General 
of the International Un-
ion of Geological Sciences 
(IUGS), which ratified the 
ICS proposal.

The middle phase of the 
Holocene will be referred to 
as the Northgrippian, and 

runs from 8,300 years ago 
up to the start of the Meg-
halayan. The onset for this 
age was an abrupt cooling, 
attributed to vast volumes 
of freshwater from melting 
glaciers in Canada running 
into the North Atlantic and 
disrupting ocean currents.

The oldest phase of the 
Holocene -- the exit from 
the ice age -- will be known 
as the Greenlandian.

T h e  In t e r n a t i o n a l 
Chronostratigraphic Chart, 
the famous diagram de-
picting the timeline for 
Earth's history will be up-
dated, the BBC reported.
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N e w  D e l h i ,  Ju l y  1 8 
(IANS): The Lok Sabha 
on Wednesday passed the 
amendment seeking revo-
cation of 'no detention' 
policy in classes 5 and 8, 
enabling states now to al-
low schools to fail the child 
if he/she fails in either or 
both classes and withhold 
their promotion to the 
next standard.

Human Resource De-
velopment Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar moved the 
'The Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Ed-
ucation (Second Amend-
ment) Bill, 2017', which 
sought for regular exami-
nation in classes 5 and 8. 

While the original Act 
stipulated that no child 
admitted in a school shall 
be held back in any class 
or expelled from school 
till the completion of el-
ementary education, the 
amended Act will now 
have provisions not only 
for examination in both 
these classes, but will also 
extend powers to the state 
to hold back children, if 
they fail in re-examina-
tion-- also provisioned in 
the amended Bill. 

Moving the Bill, Java-
dekar said that the amend-
ment was necessary to 
improve the "learning out-
comes" and that the de-
mands for repeal of ‘no de-
tention’ policy were made 
by many states and Union 
Territories in recent years 
which observed students 
scoring "poor marks". 

"I am very happy that 
24 members took part on 
its (Bill's) discussion and 
most spoke in its favour. 
I have sent you all the re-
sults of National Achieve-
ment Survey for your dis-
tricts; you will see how 
grave the situation is. It has 
deteriorated between 2012 
and 2016. 

"What is its cause? The 
cause is that there's no 
accountability anymore. 
Neither on part of teacher, 
nor on student," the Min-
ister said.

He said that the 'no 
detention' has taken to be 
meant as an exemption 
from studying and that 
it has led to a "broken" 
schooling system. 

"This (no detention 
policy) turned out be 
like an exemption from 
studying. That is why this 
was supported by most 
states, parents, students 
association... In CABE 
(Central Advisory Board 
of Education) all but four-
five states supported the 
amendment... I brought 
everyone in confidence 
by leaving the decision to 
the states. 

"If a class 4 student 
doesn't know the sums of 
class 2, then it’s a broken 
school system. We have to 
change this," he said. 

In situation of a stu-
dent failing the exam, the 
Bill, he said, provisions 
for two more attempts at 
clearing it and remedial 
training.
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 Dr. Vinito L Chishi, Rev. Dr. Keyho, and NDO officials seen here during the meeting.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
The commissioner-secre-
tary of Industries and Com-
merce department along 
with its director and general 
managers of all the district 
industries centers have paid 
a maiden visit to Longwa 
International Border Trade 
Centre in Mon on July 14. 

According to DPRO re-
port, the tour was initiated 
as an exposure programme 
for the officials of the de-
partment to help under-
stand border trade as cur-
rently being practices and to 
provide inputs to facilitate 
formal trade against the 
barter trade system preva-
lent.

The officials interacted 
with the locals of the area 
and also visited the border 
trade infrastructure which 
was already developed by 
the state government at 

Longwa. 
Site for construction 

of common facility cen-
tre for handicraft cluster at 
Longwa under the North 
East Region Textile Promo-
tion Scheme was also iden-
tified during the visit.

A coordination, review, 
and evaluation meeting 
of the general managers 
with administrative head of 
departments and head of 
department was also con-
ducted on July 13 in Mon. 
Issues about implementa-
tion of schemes and pro-
grammes of the department 
in various districts and mat-
ter on coordination were 
discussed and resolved in 
the meeting. A review of 
performance of all the dis-
trict industries centres and 
their activities were also 
taken up during the meet-
ing, the DIPR informed.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
Kalos society, a non-gov-
ernmental organisation 
based in Pfutsero, has ap-
preciated the Nagaland 
State Cooperative Bank 
(NStCB) for its commend-
able role towards the eco-
nomic uplift of the people 
in the area.

The society director, 
Kupelhi Losou and secre-
tary, Zechelo Wetsah, have 
appreciated the branch 
manager and his team for 
their tireless services . It has 
made a special mention 
on the fully computerised 
banking facility of NEFT / 

RTGS and the installation 
of NStCB ATM for Pfut-
sero branch, which has im-
proved the standard of liv-
ing to different walks of life.

 Kalos society appealed 
the people to know the 
bank better and the services 
it offers and requested to 
avail the services provided 
by them.

Meanwhile, the Kalos 
society has requested the 
NStCB branch office to be 
ready with enough drinking 
water and make available 
more resting seats for the 
customers, especially for 
the older persons.

Wokha CMO informs public
Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): The chief medical 
officer (CMO) of Wokha, Dr. Robin Lotha 
who is also the designated officer of Food 
Safety Cell of Wokha has informed that 
as per the standing prohibition order, the 
storage, distribution and sale of fresh fish 
products, imported or local, including 
crustaceans, treated with formalin or any 
other form of preservative still stands until 
corrective measures are taken.

In a notification, CMO stated that no 
person shall sell powdered spices and con-

diments except the packed ones; no food 
business operator shall manufacture, store, 
sell or distribute any article of food which is 
misbranded; no person shall sell packaged 
drinking water except under the Bureau of 
Indian Standards Certification Mark and 
the display of FSSAI license number on 
the label. 

Failure to comply, necessary action as 
per the Food Safety & Standards Act, 2016, 
Rules & Regulations would be initiated 
against the defaulters.

NSCN (IM) mourns demise
Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): NSCN (IM) has mourned the 
demise of its steering committee member from Wung 
Tangkhul region, P Jonah, who passed away on July 17 at 
Eden Hospital in Dimapur.

A condolence message issued by a steering committee 
executive member, Samson Jajo, stated that Naga nation 
has lost a faithful national worker and added that vacuum 
created by his demise in the national service would be 
difficult to fill. 

NSCN (IM) has conveyed condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed to the Almighty God to grant 
eternal rest to the departed soul. 

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of Mokokchung Sachin 
Jaiswal has informed the 
affected landowners of Un-
ger, Chuchuyimlang and 
Mongsenyimti villages due 
to the construction of the 
2-lane road under National 
Highway-61 stretching from 
Mokokchung to Tuli to col-
lect compensation on spe-
cific dates. 

A DIPR report informed 
affected Unger village land-
owners to collect the com-
pensation on July 21 from 
11 am; Chuchuyimlang vil-
lagers on July 23 from 9:30 
am; and Mongsenyimti vil-
lagers on July 27 from 9:30 
am. Compensations are to 
collect from DC’s office. 

Village council chair-
man along with GBs are 
directed to be present in 
person to identify the land-
owners and beneficiaries 
during disbursal of the 
cheque, failing which the 
payment will be withheld.

Landowners are asked 
to come in person along 
with identity proof, bank 
pass book and two copies of 
passport photos. Payment 
to representatives other 
than the concern person 
shall not be entertained.

DC has informed that 
the amount of the com-
pensation paid shall be 
strictly according to the list 
received from the Minis-
try of Road Transport and 
Highways. 

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): Inspection 
committee of Mokokchung district has 
visited an orphanage in Tsumarshiong, 
which is being run by Care and Support 
Society of Mokokchung, on July 17.

A press release issued by the so-
ciety managing director, Imchawati 
Kichu, stated that the committee has 
suggested to have proper gate and to 
improve toilets. 

The committee appreciated the 
good work initiated by the society for 
the welfare of children who are in need 
of care and protection. 

The superintendent of the home 
also appreciated the inspection team 
for undertaking timely inspection led 
by SDO (C) and his administrative team 
and members from DCPU, Mokokc-
hung.

Kohima. July 18 (EMN): A brand new 
Kohima-based event management called 
‘imagi. Nation Private Limited’ will be 
organizing an informal musical evening 
at Hotel East Gate Kohima on July 20, 
Jonathan Yhome, a musical artiste and a 
rising youth icon from Nagaland.

The group consisted of young entrepre-
neurs ‘who share the passion and dream 
of creating and providing platforms and 
opportunities for celebrating life and ideas 
that can have significant social impact.’

The primary focus of the evening 
will be to celebrate and promote his EP 
release titled, “Heading Out”. 50% of the 

proceeds from the sales of his CDs have 
been pledged towards the well-being of the 
children at John 3:16 Orphanage/Adoption 
Centre, Mon, Nagaland, a press release re-
ceived here on Wednesday from the group 
informed.

All those who are committed to pro-
mote original talent, and those who recog-
nize the importance of speaking into the 
pressing issues of toady, and those who 
seek to be informed and sensitised about 
this aspect, are invited to join the group for 
an evening of music and truth-hearing. For 
more details follow one may follow @imagi.
nationpvtltd n@imagi.nation.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
The three-day training 
on ‘Noting and drafting 
skills’ has commenced on 
Tuesday at Administra-
tive Training Institute in 
Kohima.

A press release received 
from the institute on Tues-

day informed that the par-
ticipants will be trained 
on the forms and art of 
noting and drafting of of-
ficial communications in 
the government. A total 
of 48 participants from 11 
departments are attending 
the training. 

The resource persons 
for the programme are 
Additional Director L You-
dang Jamir and Deputy Di-
rector Dr. Hovithal Sothu. 
The programme is being 
to be coordinated by Dr. 
Sothu, the press release 
informed.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
Minister for Higher Educa-
tion and Technical Educa-
tion,  Temjen Imna Along 
has interacted with the 
Naga students in Delhi 
over a dinner at Nagaland 
House in New Delhi on 
July 17.

During an interaction, 
the students highlighted 
their grievances and in-
formed that there are vari-
ous Naga student bodies 
functioning in Delhi.  They 
also present their annual 
budgets to the minister 
for financial assistance, a 
press release from public 
relation officer Nagaland 
House stated.

Along exhorted the 
student community and 
asked them to work hard 
to achieve their goal. He 

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
Elohim Rongmei Baptist 
Church, New Jalukie, has 
conducted its 20th Vaca-
tion Bible School (VBS) 
from July 9 to 15 on the 
theme “Get connected” 
(Ephesians 2:19).

The week-long bible 
school was held with 
the director of Christian 
education department, 
Aphun Gonmei, as the 
VBS Director. Altogether 
213 students along with 
19 VBS teaching staff 
including music team, 
church volunteers, VBS 
committee members, 
and women department 
have participated in the 
camp.

The participants were 
divided into six different 
classes namely pre-be-
ginners, beginners, pri-
mary, juniors, intermedi-
ate and seniors. During 
the event, each day was 
set aside as a special days 
such as day of cleanliness 

Temjen Imna Along interacting with Naga students at Nagaland House in Delhi on July 17.

Tots of Elohim Rongmei Baptist Church during the Vacation Bible School in New Jalukie.

Officers of the Administrative Training Institute along with trainees.

Members of the inspection committee and officials of the Care and Support Society, along with members of the 
orphanage during the inspection on July 17.

DMC convenes meeting
The Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) has con-
vened a meeting with the General Practitioners Asso-
ciation Dimapur, representative from IMA Dimapur, 
Chief Medical Officer Dimapur and all other hospitals 
and clinics under the municipal jurisdiction. The 
meeting has been convened on July 24 at 3 pm at the 
DMC administrator office chamber to discuss matter 
relating to bio-medical waste management. DMC 
Administrator Moa Sangtam has requested all to at-
tend the meeting. 

Zbto. DC convenes meeting 
The deputy commissioner of Zunheboto, Shanavas 
C has informed all heads of offices and schools rep-
resentatives that there will be a meeting in the DC’s 
conference hall on July 20 at 11 pm to chalk out the 
programme for Independence Day celebration. Fol-
lowing officials have been requested to attend the 
meeting, Superintendent of Police, Zunheboto; com-
mandant of 5th AR Zunheboto, 8th NAP Naltoqa, and 
111 BN BSF Satakha; all head of offices Zunheboto; 
president Sumi Hoho, STH, and SKK; chairman of GBs 
Association Zunheboto Town; all principal and head-
masters of colleges and schools; all sector GBs; PA to 
DC and h ead DB, Zunheboto; ex-Servicemen, C/O 
Zila Sainik Welfare Officer Zunheboto and president 
of NCC Zunheboto unit. 

Zbto. DEO informs election 
duty vehicles 
The district election officer (DEO) of Zunheboto, 
Shanavas C has informed that payment for hiring and 
halting charges for vehicles performed duties during 
the by-election of the Lok Sabha 2018 for Zunheboto 
district will be released on July 20 from 11 am to 3 pm 
at Deputy Commissioner’s office in Zunheboto. All the 
concerned vehicle owners have been asked to collect 
the payment with duty detailment documents duly 
countersigned by the presiding officer and concerned 
officer in-charge. 

 Wokha town chairmen to meet
The Wokha Town Colonies Chairman Union has 
convened an emergency meeting on July 20 at 10 am 
at the LTC hall. All the colony chairmen have been 
requested to attend the meeting without fail. 
Any colony failing to send their Chairman to the meet-
ing shall bear the responsibilities themselves in case 
of any discrepancy that may arise in the near future.  

Zunheboto DC informs public
In pursuance to the meeting held with GBs on July 12, 
the deputy commissioner (DC) of Zunheboto, Shana-
vas C, has directed all the concerned to remove their 
vehicles and construction materials at the road side 
or public areas by July 22. Failing to comply with the 
directive, DC has cautioned that fine will be levied and 
the vehicle and materials with be removed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): The Leg-
islators’ Forum on AIDS (LFA), 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) and the Nagaland Devel-
opment Outreach (NDO) held a 
consultative meeting on church ad-
vocacy for HIV and AIDS on July 17. 

According to a press release re-
ceived here on Wednesday informed 

that the meeting was conducted to 
strengthen the ongoing advocacy.

During the meeting the mem-
bers present decided that the LFA, 
NBCC and NDO will work in part-
nership. The organisations will 
develop strategies to mobilise the 
churches to generate community 
response and ownership with spe-

cial focus on vulnerable and high 
prevalent district starting from 
Dimapur, Kohima, Kiphire, Noklak, 
Phek, Peren and others, it informed. 

The meeting ended with a de-
cision to organise a consultative 
workshop with Dimapur Pastors 
Fellowship and Dimapur Christian 
Forum.

also shared his vision for 
the Naga students in Del-
hi. He said that ‘all the 
Naga students are equal, 
be from Nagaland or any 
part of the state under 
India.’

The minister appealed 

the students union to 
come together as one un-
ion under the Naga Stu-
dents Union Delhi. “We 
should show to the world 
that we the Nagas are one 
both in spirit and in action 
as one Naga,” the press re-

lease quoted the minister. 
Further, the minister 

requested all the tribal 
student union to submit 
their statistical data to 
him through NSUD office 
at the earliest possible 
time. 

and beauty, day of labour, 
children’s day, day of giv-
ing, teacher’s day and day 
of witnessing, Tiffin day 
and day of recreation, and 
finally concluded with 
love feast day. 

During the week, chil-
dren learned lessons from 
bible stories.

O n  t h e  f i n a l  d a y, 
Jaogai lung Gangmei, 
RBCA youth secretary, 
exhorted the children on 

the theme. 
Hugiak Gonmei, sec-

retary of VBS committee, 
has thanked all the staff, 
church council, depart-
ments under the church, 
volunteers, VBS Matung 

Phwam, catering team, 
donors, contributors in 
cash and kind, VBS com-
mittee members for the 
service rendered in mak-
ing the programme a 
grand success.
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Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): PWD Min-
ister, Tongpang Ozukum accompa-
nied by a few of his colleagues met 
Union Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari at 
Transport Bhawan, New Delhi on 
Tue. July 17 and apprised the dis-
cussed a series of issues regard 
the development of the roads and 

bridges in the state.  
A press release issued by the 

PRO (IPR), Nagaland House, New 
Delhi, Kuolie Mere, informed that 
Ozukum and his team discussed 
issues regarding the improvement 
and up-gradation of roads in the 
State which are in deplorable condi-
tions. The Union Minister was also 

apprised about the urgent need 
for rehabilitation of old and weak 
bridges in the State.

Besides, the Union Minister 
was also reminded about the con-
struction of ‘2 lane Trans-Nagaland 
Highway (Foothill Road)’ to be taken 
up on a phase manner which, ac-
cording to the release, was ‘earlier 

Minister takes up road development 
issues with Union minister 

164 Inf. Bn. (TA) hands over rostrum

Measles-Rubella vaccination 
programme held in Tuensang and Peren

Forest dept. constructs watch 
tower at Kigwema village

MP Kenye seeks Japanese investment
statE

Tongpang Ozukum, second from right, with Nitin Gadkari (middle), along with others at the Transport Bhawan in New Delhi on Tue. July 17.

The newly constructed rostrum at the govt. high school playground in Mongsenyimti of Mokokchung.

Officers of the Forest department along with the district forest officer of Kohima, and village functionaries 
seen here during their visit to a watch tower in Kigwema village in Kohima district.

apprised by the Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio and Dy. 
Chief Minister Y Patton to 
the Prime Minister and 
the concern Minister in-
charge of MoRTH’. 

 The release stated that 
the Union Minister, Nitin 
Gadkari after patiently 
hearing the grievances 
shared by the minister and 
his colleagues responded 
positively that the Union 
Ministry ‘is willing to ex-
tend all the help by strong-
ly sounded/appealed that 
land should be available 
and there should not be 
any hindrance to develop-
mental activities’. 

In this regard, Gadkari 
advised that “acquisition 
of land should be the look 
out of the State Govern-
ment”. 

The PWD minister was 
accompanied by Minister 
Temjen Imna Along, Advi-
sor H Khehovi Yepthomi 
and the PDA Chairman 
Chingwang Konyak, the 
release further stated. 

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): The Territorial 
Army - 164 Inf. Bn. (TA) (H&H) NAGA 
- formally handed over a rostrum con-
structed at Govt. High School playground, 
Mongsenyimti village under Mokokc-
hung district to the citizens on July 18. 

A press release from the PRO (De-
fence) informed that the rostrum was 
constructed as part of the Military Civic 
Action project  project and it was inau-
gurated by Lt. Col. Philips Stanley John, 
the second in command of the battalion.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
District orientation work-
shop for Education & ICDS 
was conducted on at CMO, 
Conference Hall Tuensang 
on July 17 2018. Resource 
person for the workshop, 
Dr Danish WHO (RRT), 
highlighted on the four 
important topics of Organ-
izing Vaccination Session 
Sites viz. Injection Safety 
& Waste management on 
MR campaign, measles-
rubella country update, 
planning for school based 
MR campaign and Micro 
planning. 

Chief Medical Officer 
Tuensang Dr.T.Pangjung 
Sangtam, welcome the 
participants and high-
lighted the introduction 
& objectives of workshop. 
Dr. Thungchanpeni Pat-
ton DPO, UIP & RCH, 
briefed the participants 
about the basic strategy 
and operation plan for 
MR-Campaign and FAQ 
on ‘MR Vaccination Cam-
paign’ including Routine 
Immunization and while 
Dr. Mukamchem Yim MO 
RBSK-MHT spoke on the 
topic  based on MR cam-
paign, Advocacy commu-
nication and social mobi-
lization. CMO Tuensang 
Dr T Pangjung Sangtam, 
welcome the participants 
and highlighted the in-
troduction and objectives 
of workshop, informed a 

press release received here 
today. 

Block Task Force meeting 
on Immunization- 
Measles – Rubella 
Campaign held 
The Block Task Force 
meeting on Immuniza-
tion- Measles – Rubella 
Campaign was held for 
Peren Block and Jalukie 
Block under Peren district 
on July 17 2018 at their re-
spective ADC Headquar-
ters. 

 A Jalukie block, ADC 
Jalukie, Tinujongshi, who 
chaired the programme, 
highlighted the plans in 
implementation of the MR 
campaign and stressed 
on the importance of the 
roles of the stakeholders. 
While cautioning about 
misconceptions and nega-
tivity might arise in such 
cases, he pointed out that 
it is the responsibility of 
the members present to 
stay alert and clear the 
negative implications.  

Dr. Yetovi, Senior Med-
ical Officer CHC Jalukie 
and Dr. Albert, MO CHC 
Jalukie also spoke at the 
programme and enlight-
ened the gathering about 
disease and also the roles 
and responsibilities of the 
of the stakeholders while 
dealing with the disease. 

At Peren Block the 
meeting was attended 

by officials of the Chief 
Medical Office, NGO’s, 
social bodies, associations, 
Club’s and Ward chairman.  

ADC Peren, Sarita Ya-
dav appreciated the medi-
cal department for their 
efforts and initiatives, and 
requested all the stake-
holders to create intensive 
awareness for the success 
for the campaign. 

She highlighted on the 
importance of immuni-
zation, saying that every 
child should be immu-
nized because basing on 
their immunization card; 
a child will be given admis-
sion in the school or inor-
der to get passport /Visa’s 
for one’s own personal or 
business matters. 

Addressing the gath-
ering Dr. Nukshisangla 
Jamir, DPO UIP/RCH 
highlighted about the 
overall Measles- Rubella 
Campaign. She said that 
measles is a highly infec-
tious disease that mostly 
affects the children and 
pregnant women which 
can cause harm to the 
unborn child leading to 
premature delivery or still 
birth. Saying that there is 
no specific treatment, she 
said that it can be prevent-
ed with the MR vaccines. 
Thus the campaign targets 
100% vaccination of all the 
children from 9 months till 
15 years of age. 

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
With the objective to 
protect wildlife and for 
aesthetic utility, a watch 
tower and forest viewpoint 
were constructed at two 
separate locations along 
the way to Shurho peak 
by Kigwema village com-
munity and sponsored by 
forest department. .

In a routine inspec-
tion, DFO Kohima divi-
sion, Rongsenlemla Im-
chen, has appreciated the 
efforts of the community 
with regard to conserva-
tion of forest and wildlife. 
She stated that the main 
objectives of the watch 
towers were mainly for 
protection of wildlife and 

aesthetic utility. 
T h e  d e p a r t m e n t 

thanked the Kigwema 
biodiversity and wildlife 
management committee, 
village council, youth or-
ganisation, women organ-
isation, and the churches 
for their collaborative re-
sponsibility in the com-
munity conservation ef-
fort. 

A press release issued 
by the Kigwema youth 
organisation stated that 
one could get a glimpse of 
around 60% of Kigwema 
community forest includ-
ing areas near Shurho Peak 
and Mt. Japfu, which is 
home to the tallest rhodo-
dendrons in the world and 

the very rare bird Blyth’s 
Tragopan from both the 
watch towers. Besides, at 
least 15 villages are visible 
from the towers. 

The youth president, 
Vibelie Sale, thanked the 
department for the ini-
tiative and also for raising 
environmental awareness 
in the village. He affirmed 
that the community would 
give all its effort to protect 
and preserve the environ-
ment.

The DFO, Kohima divi-
sion, along with the staff, 
members from Kigwema 
youth organisation and 
village functionaries took 
part in the trekking cum 
inspection programme.

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): 
Rajya Shaba MP KG Kenye, 
prior to Monsoon Session 
of Parliament called on the 
Japanese Minister for Eco-
nomic and Development, 
Kenko Sone, the Secretary 
of the Japanese Embassy 
Kenji Aya and Manish Up-
rety FRAS former Indian 
Diplomat at New Delhi on 
July 17 2018. 

Parliamentarian Kenye 
had wide ranging discus-
sion with the Japanese 
delegates on agri. and al-
lied sector and investment 
for the state of Nagaland 
with special emphasis to 
strengthen the economic 
condition of the people in 
the border area, informed 
a press release issued by 
the PS to the Rajya Shaba 

MP. 
Besides other general 

development for the State, 
the possibility of World 
War II Japanese Memo-
rial for the fallen Japanese 
soldiers on the ‘forgotten 
route’ which is the Imphal 
- Ukhrul –Jessami - Pfut-
sero trail in Nagaland was 
also discussed, the release 
stated. 



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, July 19, 2018

Despite ban on speech, 
Togadia arrives in Guwahati

Another Diphu businessman sponsors 
an underprivileged footballer

One awarded ‘best fish farmer’ from Manipur

Birensing Ingti to be the next MP candidate of Congress

AUDC celebrates 
12th foundation day

19 more officers arrested in Assam’s cash-for-job scam

MU students’ strike to conclude July 19

Guwahati, July 18 (IANS): 
Former VHP leader Pravin 
Togadia arrived here on 
Wednesday despite the 
Assam government ban-
ning him from holding 
any public meeting or ad-
dressing the media for two 
months in and around the 
capital town.

Togadia flew in and 
headed straight to the Ka-
makhya temple atop the 
Nilachal Hills in the city. 
He came out of the airport 
with a black ribbon tied on 
his face in protest against 

the government’s move 
to ban his scheduled pro-
grammes.

Hundreds of  sup-
porters of Aantarashtriya 
Hindu Parishad (AHP), 
however, gave a warm wel-
come to Togadia outside 
the airport by shouting 
slogans hailing him and 
denouncing the BJP-led 
government in Assam and 
at the Centre.

Although Togadia re-
frained from speaking to 
the media, AHP support-
ers said Togadia had de-

cided to protest the gov-
ernment’s move to silence 
him by tying the black 
ribbon. 

Togadia is set to meet 
Guwahati Police Com-
missioner Hiren Nath on 
Wednesday to know the 
reasons for refraining him 
from making any state-
ments or holding public 
rallies. “The move by the 
government is to silence 
us. However, we are not 
going to be silenced and 
the BJP government will 
get the answer in the 2019 

elections,” said an AHP 
leader in Assam. 

He said the Assam 
government had stopped 
close to 100 vehicles in 
different parts of the state 
which were used by thou-
sands of AHP supporters 
to reach Guwahati to meet 
Togadia. The Commis-
sioner of Police in Guwa-
hati on Tuesday issued 
an order banning Togadia 
from making any public 
speech or holding a press 
conference in and around 
Guwahati.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 18 (EMN): To en-
courage the underprivileged 
talented footballer in the district, 
one Tanuj Mazumder, a Diphu 
based business-man who owns a 
utensil shop in the heart of Diphu 
town is willing to sponsor sports 
materials to one under privileged 
footballer Sarkiri Terang of Hidipi 
under Borjan MAC constituency. 

Mazumder has given away 
sports materials like boots, stock-
ings and guards to Sarkiri on 
Monday, July 16. Mazumder also 
said he will sponsor Sarkiri for 
one year, further he also assured 
if Sarkiri’s performance is better 
in the coming year he will con-
tinue to sponsor.

Mazumder is sponsoring 
Sarkiri Terang in the name of his 
beloved father Lt. Manik Maz-
umder. Talking to this reporter, 

Mazumder said, though he was 
not a tycoon he could at least as-
sist the talented footballer from 
the region who cannot affort to 
buy football kits. We should nur-
ture and encourage those kind 
of sports person in our region so 
that we can push our player to the 
next level. 

We have to help each other 
and to encourage one in the 
region. Mazumder also said he 
has assisted one underprivileged 
student in the locality by paying 
the monthly tuition fees. Not with 
the huge amount but with some-
thing that can help them built up 
their character and personality 
said Mazumdar.    

Earlier, Tonmoy Kar, a Diphu 
based businessman had offered 
sponsorship to one under privi-
leged footballer Deuri Kro of 
Hidipi.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 18 (EMN): Manipur fish 
farmer Ningthem Ningombam has 
been awarded the Best fish farmer 
from Manipur for the year 2018 dur-
ing the 18th National fish farmers’ 
day observation at the College of 
Fisheries, Central Agricultural Uni-
versity, Lembucherra Tripura.

Ningthem was awarded a certifi-
cate, a memento and a cash award 
of INR 4000 during the award dis-
tribution ceremony held on July 10 
this year.

Initially Ningthem son of Bijoy 
of Wangkhei Angom Leikai in Ma-
nipur’s Imphal East district started 
fish farming venture since 2012 in a 
small scale. As he continued to gain 
knowledge in the field through vari-
ous trainings imparted by the state 
authority and other exposures, he 
expanded his farm from 2.5 hectares 

to 10 hectares.
The award was given by the Col-

lege of Fisheries, Central Agricultural 
University, Lembucherra Tripura in 
recognition of his significant fish 
productivity in Manipur. 

At present he practices semi 
intensive poly culture of carps and 
integrated fish based farming sys-
tems with an annual productivity 
of 3.5 to 4 metric tonnes of fishes 
per hectare.

According to official records, 
Manipur produces around 32,000 
metric tonnes of fishes against the 
annual estimated requirement of 
52,000 metric tonnes in spite of hav-
ing enough potential for producing 
more fishes.

The young farmer who complet-
ed his MBA from Manipur University 
takes up the new profession to in-
crease the fish production in the fish 

loving north eastern state said, “My 
target is to reach at least 7-8 tonnes 
of fishes per hectare and I think I 
will be able to fill up some portion 
of the demands for sure.” Observing 
that the introduction of cage culture 
in the inland fish farms is the need 
of the hour, the 27 year old award 
winning fish farmer said he has also 
developed a cage culture model with 
locally available resources such as 
bamboo etc for larger benefit of the 
farmers of the state.

Interestingly Ningthem is said to 
be one of the few farmers in Manipur 
who started culture of hybrid red 
tilapia. “I have started hybrid tilapia 
culture this year as the growth of this 
variety is tremendous. It grows up to 
600 gram quickly,” he said.

“Besides integration of duck and 
king chilli with the fish culture could 
be taken up.”

Diphu, July 18 (EMN): The Assam Univer-
sity Diphu Campus (AUDC) celebrated its 
12th foundation day at the Department of 
Physic on July 18, inside the AUDC campus 
8 km, Lumding Road, on Wednesday.  The 
programme started with plantation of tree 
saplings organised by AUDCSU, which was 
followed with the hoisting of institutional 
flag and garlanding of the statue of Sem-
son Sing Ingti, founding father of Karbi 
Anglong district by the Executive Member 
for Higher Education, KAAC Jagatsing Ingti. 

EM Jagatsing Engti in his speech said 
the cooperation of all of the AUDC facul-
ties, students, student organisations, civil 
bodies and general public is needed it get-
ting a full-fledged University Campus in 
Diphu, but for the time being it needs to 
continue with the present status. “If we 
have an autonomous University of our own 
then more facilities will come and students 
will also be more benefited. But in achiev-
ing this we need a collective effort of the 
AUDC faculties and students, the student 
organisations, civil bodies and general 
public.” All effort and necessary support 
from the KAAC authority will be extended 
to the AUDC, Engti assured.

He also assured the AUDC that an ad-
ditional bus service for the students and 
faculties will be provided from KAAC Trans-
port department on July 20.   

The programme ended with the foun-
dation day lecture by former Registrar, 
Assam University, Professor Niranjan Roy. 
The programme was attended by member 
Secretary social advisory board, AUDC 
Longsing Teron, faculties, students and 
leaders of KSU

Guwahati, July 18 (IANS): 
Assam Police on Wednes-
day arrested 19 govern-
ment officers for their al-
leged involvement in the 
multi-crore cash-for-jobs 
scam, taking the number 
of total arrests in the case 
to 55. The 19 officials in-
clude 13 of the Assam Civil 
Service (ACS) cadre, three 
of the Assam Police Serv-
ice (APS) and three from 
the allied services cadre.

APS officer Pallabi 
Sharma, the daughter of 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
leader and Lok Sabha MP 
from Tezpur constituen-
cy, R.P. Sharma, is among 
those arrested.

The Dibrugarh police, 

who have been probing 
the cash-for-job scam, had 
summoned these 19 offi-
cials to the Special Branch 
headquarters of the As-
sam Police at Kahilipara to 
collect their handwriting 
specimen. It was said that 
their handwriting speci-
men would be sent for 
forensic verification.

All the 19 officers en-
tered the Special Branch 
headquarters around 10 
a.m where they were ar-
rested later.

“We have already col-
lected their handwriting 
from their offices con-
cerned. We have also car-
ried out forensic tests on 
their handwriting and 

matched with those recov-
ered from the fake answer 
sheets recovered from 
the Assam Public Service 
Commission (APSC),” said 
Dibrugarh Superintend-
ent of Police Goutam Bora.

Bora said the police 
have enough forensic evi-
dence to prove their in-
volvement in the scam. 
“Each of these officials had 
submitted three to five 
fake answer sheets for the 
examinations.”

The police had sum-
moned all of them on the 
pretext of collecting their 
handwriting specimen as 
it was feared that the of-
ficials might abscond later.

The Assam Police had 

earlier arrested 36 persons 
for their involvement in 
the cash-for-job scam.

These officers had 
reportedly bribed huge 
amounts of money to the 
some members of the 
Commission, which holds 
examinations for these 
plum posts of state service 
cadres.

The police have also 
arrested APSC Chairman 
Rakesh Paul, members Ba-
santa Doley and Samedur 
Rahman, APSC Examina-
tion Controller Pabitra 
Koibarta and other offi-
cials of the Commission 
for accepting bribes to 
manipulate the results of 
examinations.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 18 (EMN): 
A 48-hour general strike 
by Manipur University 
Students’ Union (MUSU) 
from July 17 midnight 
threw normal life out of 
gear in the North Eastern 
border state on Wednes-
day. The strike will con-
clude on July 19 midnight.

The general strike was 
very effective in the greater 
Imphal area and other dis-
tricts after major students’ 
and womenfolk’s organi-
sations besides local clubs 
supported the movement 
in the state. 

The roads in the state 

capital and other adjoin-
ing areas wore a deserted 
look on Wednesday after 
transport services were 
suspended for the day. As a 
result, most of the govern-
ment and private offices, 
besides educational in-
stitutions, markets, shops 
and business establish-
ments, remained closed 
for the day. But the strike 
did not affect the normal 
functioning of Imphal air-
port. There was also no 
report of any unwanted 
incident till the filing of 
the report.

The ongoing strike of 
MUSU entered the 50th 

day on Wednesday as the 
student body launched 
total shutdown of the uni-
versity since May 30 with 
the only demand to re-
move Prof Pandey from 
his post on alleged finan-
cial and administrative 
irregularities. Supporting 
the movement, Manipur 
University Teachers As-
sociation (MUTA) and 
Manipur University Staffs 
Association (MUTA) in as-
sociation with MUSU in-
tensified the agitation and 
launched a relay hunger 
strike from July 9 at MU 
gate at Canchipur.

Even though the cen-

EM Images

Tanuj Mazumder  handing over the football kit to Sarkiri Terang (third from left).

EM Images

Roads in Imphal wear a deserted look on Wednesday during the general strike called by the Musu.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Minute pores
 6. Bob Dole’s running mate Jack 

____
 10. Points
 14. Poisonous
 15. Long operatic solo
 16. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
 17. Concerning (archaic)
 18. Controlling spirit
 19. Container
 20. Clothes moths
 22. Envisioned
 24. 4
 25. Compels
 26. Inert
 29. Rough edge on cut metal
 30. Island
 31. Waterproof coverings
 37. Winding devices
 39. Untruth
 40. Pertaining to network 

components
 41. Removeable
 44. Italian for “Dawn”
 45. Franklin flew one
 46. Created (archaic)
 48. Bladder duct
 52. Seeds
 53. Confusion
 54. Annoy
 58. Reveal a secret
 59. “____ facto”
 61. Color receptors in the eye
 62. Consequence
 63. ____ and Thummin
 64. Small copper coins formerly 

used in India
 65. Dregs or sediment
 66. Bog plant
 67. Rent 
 
 DOWN
 1. Immediately (medical)
 2. Singer ____ Braxton

 3. Beasts of burden
 4. Booby-trapped area
 5. “Lights. Camera. ______”
 6. Persian dynasty (1794-

1925)
 7. Great Lake
 8. Minute or minimum
 9. First woman (Greek 

mythology)
 10. Not ever
 11. Of the lower body
 12. Accuse 
 13. Preserves with brine
 21. Sung by two
 23. Repeated program

 25. Recepticle in a silver-
refining furnace

 26. Honorific for a king
 27. Utilizer
 28. Beg or petition
 29. Illegal enticement
 32. Winged
 33. Magnetic oxide of iron
 34. Not active
 35. Apprehends
 36. Narrow piece of wood
 38. Members of an 

Indian monotheistic 
sect 

 42. Plume thistles

 43. Chieftain
 47. Pertaining to the apex
 48. Flower cluster
 49. Actress Esther _____
 50. Delete
 51. Emaciation
 52. School dance
 54. Egyptian goddess of 

fertility
 55. X-Men actress ____ 

Paquin
 56. Orange pekoe and Earl 

Grey, for example
 57. Being
 60. Not an amateur

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1721

SOLUtiOnS tO CROSSWORd 1881

tral authority issued or-
der to conduct enquiry 
into the allegation made 
against the Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Pandey by re-
constituting the already 
formed Fact Finding Com-
mittee (FFC),the agitators 
said they want the removal 
of VC. President M Daya-
man of MUSU told the 
media here that they’ll 
continue to take up other 
forms of agitation if the 
authorities failed to fulfill 
their demands. 

MUTA, MUSU and 
MUSA also still stick to 
their stand and continue 
to demand the removal 
of Prof Pandey from his 
position.

In an emergency joint 
meeting of its executive 
members here, resolved 
that  “the removal  of 
present VC Prof AP Pan-
dey, is a sine quo non to 
precede any intervention 
to resolve the present crisis 
in Manipur University.” 
They also decided not to 
co-operate with the fact 
finding committee. 

It may be mentioned 
that retired Chief Justice 
of Meghalaya High Court 
T Nandakumar was in-
ducted as chairperson of 
the FFC with JK Tripathi, 
Joint Secretary UGC and 
Surat Singh, Deputy Sec-
retary Higher Education 
MHRD as members for 
the enquiry according to 
government sources.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 18 (EMN): A letter of 
gratitude by Karbi Anglong District 
Congress Committee will be sent to 
Assam Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee, president, Ripun Borah also an 
MP, for recommending the name of 
sitting MP and  Karbi Anglong Dis-
trict Congress Committee (KADCC) 
President Birensing Engti to All 
India Congress Committee as the 
lone official candidate of the party 
for No.3 Autonomous District (ST) 
Parliamentary Constituency for the 
2019 Parliamentary elections. 
This was unanimously resolved dur-
ing an emergent extended meeting 

of the Congress, held here at KADCC 
conference hall on Tuesday, July 17.

Party insiders informed that the 
Assam Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (APCC), president, Ripun Borah 
has recommended the name of MP 
Birensing Engti for the Congress 
official candidate for 2019 general 
elections and for having this concern 
for the Congress of Karbi Anglong 
as MP Birensing Engti is seen still 
the efficient leader of Congress in 
Karbi Anglong and his name should 
be recommended again. It is for this 
positive gesture that the Congress of 
Karbi Anglong would like to express 
gratitude to Borah. Along with the 

name of MP Birensing Engti the 
names of sitting MP from Koliabor, 
Garuv Gogoi and Silchar MP Sush-
mita Dev were recommended to All 
India Congress committee (AICC) 
by Bora.

It also resolved to hold meet-
ings in all MAC constituencies in 
both Karbi Anglong and West Karbi 
Anglong and formation of booth 
committee where it has not been 
formed.

The meeting today was presided 
over by MP and KADCC president, 
Birensing Engti and attended by 
office bearers of KADCC and Block 
levels.
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Govt. hikes sugarcane price by INR 20/quintal 
to INR 275/quintal for 2018/19 season

Rupee pulls away from 2-week high, down 17 paise at 68.62

IRCTC to set up new 
kitchens, upgrade 
existing ones — Minister

GST Council to decide when GST can be 
levied on petroleum products — Government

New Delhi, July 18 (PTI): 
The government today 
increased the minimum 
price sugar mills pay to 
cane growers by Rs 20 
per quintal to Rs 275 per 
quintal for the next mar-
keting year starting Oc-
tober. 

A decision in this re-
gard was taken in the 
meeting of the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The FRP, which is 
the minimum price that 
sugar mills have to pay 
to sugarcane farmers, is 
Rs 255 per quintal for the 
2017-18 marketing year 
(October-September).

“The government 
has recently taken sev-
eral steps in the interest 
of sugarcane growers. 
Today’s decision to in-
crease the FRP shows the 
government’s concern to-
wards farmers,” Law Min-
ister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
told reporters after the 
meeting.

Elaborating more, 
Food Minister Ram Vilas 
Paswan said the govern-
ment has fixed the FRP at 
Rs 275 per quintal for a re-
covery rate of 10 per cent 
for the 2018-19 marketing 
year. 

“This is 77.42 per cent 
higher than the cost of 
production of sugarcane 
which is estimated to be 
Rs 155 per quintal,” he 
told media in separate 
briefing.

If the recovery rate is 
higher than 10 per cent, 
then a premium of Rs 
2.75 per quintal would be 
given for each 0.1 per cent 
increase in sugar recov-
ery, he said. 

For a recovery rate 
below 9.5 per cent, farm-
ers will get Rs 261.25 per 
quintal. Paswan said this 
has been done to protect 
the interest of farmers.

Taking into account 
the likely sugarcane 
output in 2018-19, total 

remittance to the sug-
arcane farmers will be 
more than Rs 83,000 
crore, he added.

The decision is in line 
with the recommenda-
tions of the government’s 
price advisory body Com-
mission for Agricultural 
Costs and Prices (CACP).

At present, the FRP 
price is linked to a basic 
recovery rate of 9.5 per 
cent, subject to a premi-
um of Rs 2.68 per quin-
tal for every 0.1 per cent 
point increase in recovery 
rate.

Paswan said, “The FRP 
of sugarcane for 2018-19 
has been linked to a basic 
recovery of 10 per cent be-
cause more than 255 mills 
have a recovery rate over 
10 per cent.” 

The increase is also 
likely to result in states 
like Uttar Pradesh, which 

do not follow the central-
ly-announced FRP, rais-
ing their own advisory 
prices.

Major sugarcane pro-
ducing states such as Ut-
tar Pradesh, Punjab and 
Haryana fix their own 
sugarcane price called 
‘state advisory prices’ 
(SAPs), which are usually 
higher than the Centre’s 
FRP.

Stating that cane ar-
rears have started declin-
ing because of recent 
government measures, 
Paswan said the dues (as 
per state advisory price) 
have come down to Rs 
17,824 crore as on today 
from Rs 23,232 crore on 
May 1.

As per the FRP, the 
cane dues have reduced 

New Delhi, July 18 (IANS): In or-
der to upgrade quality of food 
served on trains, the IRCTC is to 
set up new kitchens and upgrade 
existing ones, parliament was told 
on Wednesday.

“The Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corporation Limited 
(IRCTC) has been mandated to 
carry out the unbundling by cre-
ating a distinction primarily be-
tween food preparation and food 
distribution on trains. In order to 
upgrade quality of food prepara-
tion, IRCTC is to set up new kitch-
ens and upgrade existing ones,” 
Minister of State for Railways Ra-
jen Gohain told the Lok Sabha in a 
written reply.

He said that the new policy 
which was floated on February 
27 last year mandates the zonal 
railways to hand over the kitchens 
managed by them to IRCTC. 

“Food Plaza, fast food units 
and food court will continue to 
be managed by IRCTC. At present, 
IRCTC has taken over almost all 
units in phased manner,” he said. 

He also said that the procedure 
laid down for allotment of con-
tracts for running various stalls at 
railway platforms have also been 
simplified. 

The minister said that the re-
vamping of existing railway ca-
tering system by carrying out un-
bundling under Catering Policy 
2017 is aimed at providing quality 
hygienic food to customers at af-
fordable prices. 

Highlighting the initiatives of 
the IRCTC to upgrade the mobile 
catering services in the trains, 
Gohain said: “The menu of pre-
paid trains has been revised to up-
grade the quality of meal served to 

the passengers and the meal trays 
of bio-degradable material with 
air tight sealed cover for packing 
of meals from kitchens has been 
introduced initially in selected Ra-
jdhani and Duronto trains.”

Beside two initiatives, the 
IRCTC has also launched provi-
sion of hand sanitizers in prepaid 
trains and this is provided to the 
travelling passengers before serv-
ice of meal. 

The Minister further said that 
the IRCTC has deployed supervi-
sors for on-board monitoring of 
catering services. “The on board 
monitoring staff have been pro-
vided with pre-installed com-
plaint or feedback monitoring 
application on mobile tablets. 
Further, CCTV cameras have 
been installed in base kitchens 
for real time monitoring,” Gohain 
said.

“Sixteen base kitchens of the 
IRCTC have been up-graded with 
modern and mechanised equip-
ments. Food safety supervisors 
have been deployed in IRCTC 
managed base kitchens for audit 
of food safety, hygiene and sam-
pling of the cooked food and raw 
material,” he said.

The Minister further said that 
the service trolleys have been in-
troduced in Rajdhani and Duron-
to trains for smooth service and 
the IRCTC has also introduced 
the billing through POS machines 
in selected mobile units to avoid 
overcharging of meal by service 
providers. 

“The railways has also intro-
duced ready to eat meals in order 
to enable the passengers to have 
variety in meals in the train,” he 
added.

New Delhi, July 18 (IANS): The 
petroleum products are “consti-
tutionally included” under the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
but it is the GST Council which 
includes Finance Ministers of all 
states that would decide when 
petrol, diesel etc can be brought 
under its regime, parliament was 
told on on Wednesday.

In a reply to Rajya Sabha, Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan said: “Ar-
ticle 279A (5) of the Constitution 
provides that GST Council shall 
recommend the date on which 
goods and services tax shall be 
levied on petroleum crude, high 
speed diesel, motor spirit, natural 

gas and aviation turbine fuel.
“Thus, while petroleum prod-

ucts are constitutionally included 
under GST, the date on which GST 
shall be levied on such goods shall 
be as per the decision of the GST 
Council, which has representation 
of Ministers-in-charge of finance 
or taxation of all states and Union 
Territories with legislature.”

Of the rising petrol and diesel 
prices, Pradhan pointed out that 
the petrol and diesel prices have 
been made market determined 
by the government effective from 
June 26, 2010 and October 19, 2014 
respectively.

“Since then the public sector 
Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) 

take appropriate decisions on 
pricing of petrol and diesel in line 
with international products prices 
and other market conditions,” he 
said.

The Minister said that to give 
consumers some relief, the Central 
government has already reduced 
the central excise duty on petrol 
and diesel by Rs 2 per litre effective 
from October 4, 2017, and has also 
requested the state governments 
to reduce VAT imposed by them on 
petrol and diesel to give further re-
lief to the consumers. 

“Accordingly, five state govern-
ments and one Union Territory 
have reduced the VAT on petrol 
and diesel,” he said.

Brussels, July 18 (IANS): The Euro-
pean Commission on Wednesday 
imposed on Google a record 4.34 
billion euros ($5 billion) fine for ille-
gally using Android mobile devices 
to strengthen dominance of Google’s 
search engine.

Since 2011, Google has imposed 
illegal restrictions on Android device 
manufacturers and mobile network 
operators to cement its dominant 
position in general Internet search, 
the Commission said. 

Google must now bring the con-
duct effectively to an end within 90 
days or face additional penalty.

“Our case is about three types of 
restrictions that Google has imposed 
on Android device manufacturers 
and network operators to ensure that 
traffic on Android devices goes to the 
Google search engine,” said Com-

missioner Margrethe Vestager who is 
in charge of competition policy.

“In this way, Google has used 
Android as a vehicle to cement the 
dominance of its search engine. 
These practices have denied rivals 
the chance to innovate and compete 
on the merits. They have denied Eu-
ropean consumers the benefits of ef-
fective competition in the important 
mobile sphere. This is illegal under 
EU antitrust rules,” Vestager added. 

In particular, Google has re-
quired manufacturers to pre-install 
the Google Search app and browser 
app (Chrome), as a condition for li-
censing Google’s app store (the Play 
Store).

The company made payments to 
certain large manufacturers and mo-
bile network operators on condition 
that they exclusively pre-installed the 

Google Search app on their devices.
The Commission also found that 

Google prevented manufacturers 
wishing to pre-install Google apps 
from selling even a single smart mo-
bile device running on alternative 
versions of Android that were not ap-
proved by Google.

Google obtains the vast majority 
of its revenues via its flagship prod-
uct, the Google search engine. 

The company understood early 
on that the shift from desktop PCs 
to mobile internet, which started in 
mid-2000, would be a fundamental 
change for Google Search. 

So, Google developed a strategy 
to anticipate the effects of this shift, 
and to make sure that users would 
continue to use Google Search also 
on their mobile devices, the Com-
mission said.

to Rs 9,329 crore so far 
from Rs 14,538 crore as on 
May 1.

“Dues are expected 
to come down further in 
the coming months,” he 
added.

Reacting to the de-
velopment, Indian Sugar 
Mills Association (ISMA) 
Director General Abinsh 
Verma said mills are un-
able to pay this year’s FRP 
and the increase in its 
rate for next year would 
be “more unaffordable” 
unless concrete and fo-
cussed steps are taken 
to help improve ex-mill 
sugar prices to at least Rs 
35 kg. 

Cane price payment 
next year would be at Rs 
97,000 crore, which would 
be difficult for the sugar 
mills to pay not only dur-
ing the season but even at 
the end of the season in 
September 2019, he said 
in a statement.

India’s sugar produc-
tion is estimated to rise 
by 10 per cent to touch a 
new record of 35.5 million 
tonnes in the next mar-
keting year, starting Octo-
ber as cane output could 
rise on normal rains, ac-
cording to the industry 
body ISMA. 

Sugar production in 
India, the world’s second 
largest producer after 
Brazil, is estimated to 
reach a record 32.25 mil-
lion tonnes in the current 
2017-18 marketing year 
(October-September.

PETA asks OLX, 
Quikr to end 
animal sale

EU slaps Google with record 
$5 bn fine over Android 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                  Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. LETUONUO LIVI W/o LT. TSOPI LIVI, Pensioner resident of 
Mima Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late husband- Pension P.O. No. PEN/COM/28507/NL/V/26694 of Treasury, 
Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.20132954141 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who 
expired on 20.12.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2681

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA.
Kohima Dated the            th July 2018

PRESS RELEASE
NO.ED/EST/GR-IV/APPT/SDEO-MKG/2011-12 (PT) : : In pursuance of Office 
Memorandum NO. AR-3/GEN-174/2007 (PT) Dated 26th Oct 2017, Sl.No-2 the 
post of Peon in Govt. Middle School, Chuchuyimpang, Mokokchung which was 
advertised on 27-06-2018 is hereby stands cancelled with immediate effect.

(SMITA SARANGI) IAS
PRINCIPAL DIRECTORKG-2679

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
ADMINISTRATIVE TRAINING INSTITUTE

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
NO.ATI-E/APPT/150/2017/   Dated Kohima, the 17th July 2018 ADVERTISEMENT
Application in plain paper are invited from the indigenous citizen of Nagaland to fill up the under mentioned post in 
the Administrative Training institute, Kohima.

Name of post No. of Post Grade Basic Pay

Office Peon 1 (one) Post IV Pay matrix under fitment table -1- Rs.15500/-

2. Preference will be given to those who are already working in ATI. 
3. Last date of submission of application 17th August 2018. Sd/-

R. ASENLA KIETZAR, IAS
DirectorKG-2680

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th July 18
NOTICE

NO.M-278/18/2823-24        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Shikato Swu -Vrs- TSAPHIMI BAPTIST CHURCH represented 
by Shri. Pikuto Achumi  resident of  Dimapur  Town/Village  in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 12.08.2018 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Shikato Swu 
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1276
Dag No: 210/1454, Area: 00B-00K-14.5 Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Vihoto
East: Ahovi, West: Mughavi Zhimo

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5753

Advt. No. IMCOLL- 07/18                               Dated : 17.07.2018

VACANCY
Applications are invited from intending candidates for the 
post of  Asst. Prof. in ENGLISH
Min. qualification: Post Graduate with UGC norms. 
Preference will be given to the candidates with NET/ SLET/ 
SET/M.Phil / Ph.D. 
Resume & handwritten applications, photocopies of 
relevant documents and one passport photo should reach 
the Principal’s office or E-mail on or before 25th July 2018. 
                            Principal.   #  03862-248275  ;  + 91-9436004791
                               E-mail: immanuelcollege797112@gmail.com

IMMANUEL COLLEGE 
                     NAAC ACCREDITED B+
 Lengrijan : Dimapur-797 112, P.B. No. 253                                                    

D-5751

SUBSITUTED SUMMON
BEFORE THE MEMBER

MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

MAC CASE No.26/2018. 
Mr. Somay Limbu. 

Petitioner/ Claimant 
-VERSUS-
1. Mr. Afjal Hussain and another. 

Opposite Parties
To,  
1. Mr. Afjal Hussain, S/o. Dilwar Hussain, R/o.Near Sharma Kanta 
Beharbari, W/No.17 Beltola Guwahati. 
(Owner of the vehicle No. ASO1-DD6603) 
2. Md. Shahabuddin, S/o. Md. Gyasuddin, Vill.Dangibari, P.S. Kurlikote, 
P.O. Thakurganj, Dist. Kisanganj, Bihar. 

Whereas Mr. Somay Limbu has instituted a compensation claim 
case against you for a sum of Rs. 14,10,000/- (Rupees Fourteen lacs 
ten thousand ) only. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before this Court in person 
or through pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material 
questions relating to the claim case on 16th day of Aug’ 2018 at 10:00 
O’ Clock without fail for filing W/S and Interim hearing. 

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the claim be heard and determined /taken up ex-parte in 
your absence. 
Given under my hand and Seal of the Court of this 18th day of July’ 
2018.  MEMBER

Motor Accident Claims 
Tribunal 

Dimapur NagalandD-5752

New Delhi, July 18 (IANS): PETA 
India has called on e-commerce 
sites -- OLX and Quikr -- to end 
the sale of live animals, saying this 
kind of trade treats them as unfeel-
ing commodities and puts them at 
risk of being purchased by abusive 
people.

A statement issued by People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals (PETA) India on Wednesday 
said that online portals, OLX and 
Quikr allow users including “un-
scrupulous breeders who illegally 
sell underage puppies” and violate 
other animal welfare regulations. 

The animal rights’ body has 
sent letters, calling on both web-
sites to join Amazon, eBay and Lo-
canto in banning the online sale of 
animals.

“By allowing the sale of animals 
on their Indian websites and treat-
ing them as unfeeling commodi-
ties, OLX and Quikr are putting 
them at risk of being purchased by 
abusive people or impulse shop-
pers who are simply not prepared 
to provide them with lifelong care,” 
said PETA India Senior Corporate 
Liaison Ajay Welinkar. 

“PETA India is calling on 
these portals to protect animals 
by adopting the same ban on live 
animal sales that Amazon and 
Craigslist have,” he said.

Under the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals Act, 2017, it is ille-
gal to sell puppies less than eight 
weeks old.

“The Indian law also prohibits 
the import of dogs into the country 
for commercial activities such as 
breeding, yet some Quikr users sell 
ones described as having “import-
ed” parents or lineage,” PETA said.

Mumbai, July 18 (PTI): 
The rupee fell back 
sharply from a two-week 
high, depreciating by 
17 paise to end at 68.62 
against the US currency 
on renewed dollar de-
mand from banks and 
importers even as crude 
oil hovered near its mul-
ti-month lows. 

After a short-lived re-
covery, forex market sen-
timent once again turned 
shaky after Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell’s upbeat 
comments on the US 
economic outlook trig-
gered a fresh leg of bull-
ish move for the green-
back.

The Fed chief’s hawk-
ish comments reinforced 
market expectations of 
two rate hikes this year 
even as the dollar move 
towards its one-year 
high.

The dollar index, 

which measures the 
greenback’s value against 
basket of six major cur-
rencies, rose 0.3 per cent 
to 95.40, close to its one-
year high of 95.50.

Sliding global oil 
prices also did little to 
lend any support to the 
domestic currency. The 
benchmark Brent crude 
hit a three-month low on 
rising US crude inven-
tories and highlighted 
adequate global supply 
amid concerns over weak 
demand. Brent futures 
was trading at USD 71.45 
a barrel in early Asian 
trade.

The rupee opened 
higher at 68.42 against 
previous close of 68.45 
at the Interbank Foreign 
Exchange (forex) market 
on sustained dollar un-
winding and firm local 
equities.

It later strengthened 

to near two-week high 
of 68.38 in mid morn-
ing deals before slipping 
back towards the tail-end 
trade.

A follow-through 
weakness pulled down 
the rupee to a low fo 
68.65 before ending at 
68.62 against an appreci-
ating US dollar, showing 
a steep loss of 17 paise, or 
0.25 per cent.

It had recovered 12 
paise yesterday.

The Financial Bench-
marks India private lim-
ited (FBIL), meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate 
for the dollar at 68.5652 
and for the euro at 
79.7363.

The domestic bond 
market also showed vol-
atile trading, while the 
10-year benchmark yield 
held steady at 7.75 per 
cent.

In the cross currency 

trade, the rupee however 
firmed up against the 
pound sterling to end at 
89.39 per pound from 
90.39 and edged higher 
against the euro to settle 
at 79.72 as compared to 
80.16 yesterday.

The local unit also 
hardened against the 
Japanse yen to finish at 
60.74 per 100 yens from 
60.84 earlier. 

In forward market 
today, premium for dol-
lar edged up due to mild 
paying pressure from 
corporates.

The benchmark six-
month forward pre-
mium payable in No-
vember inched up to 
106.75-108.75 paise from 
106.50-108.50 paise and 
the far-forward May 2019 
contract also gained to

254.50-256.50 paise 
from 253.25-255.25 
paise.
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Resolve to Be 
the Best!

T
he Croatian success story in the recently conclud-
ed FIFA World Cup 2018 should be an eye opener 
to those who are managing sports in the country. 
The lesson it has taught is that neither size nor 

population matters if one has the resolve to be the best. 
Sadly that resolve is missing from the Indian sporting 
arena. Those who are managing sports in our country are 
more interested about foreign jaunts rather than harness-
ing budding talents. There is no dearth of fund for them 
to be present at various international meets. But when the 
question of sending our sportspersons to participate in 
those events arises, they talk about lack of fund, govern-
ment apathy, etc.

How sports is being run in the country can be judged 
from this single incident. Within a month’s time, Asian 
Games will be held in Jakarta. All Asian countries will 
compete in that multi-discipline event which is often re-
ferred to as Asian Olympics. But this time, despite sending 
a big contingent for the games, Indian Olympic Associa-
tion has decided against sending our football team on the 
pretext that the team would not achieve anything mean-
ingful. So there is no need of wasting precious foreign ex-
change.

But the fact remains that after a slump in perform-
ance, Indian football team is doing well at present. After 
decades, India has qualified for Asian Football Champi-
onship (Asia Cup) to be held next year. So our football 
team could gain valuable experiences by participating in 
this competition. Besides, India recently participated in 
Under-17 World Cup. That team could also be sent to pro-
vide them the necessary exposure. But IOA and All India 
Football Federation bosses in their own wisdom decided 
otherwise. As a result, two-time champion India will be 
missing from action this time.

As a matter of fact, we have no vision of making In-
dia a sporting nation. On papers we have many policies 
and programmes. But our track record is pathetic when 
it comes to implementation. Every sporting laurel that 
the country has earned in the past came because of in-
dividual brilliance. Starting from Abhinav Bindra to the 
latest craze of the nation Hima Das, all tasted success at 
the international level without much help from sporting 
bodies.

The functioning of our sporting bodies can best be 
described by mentioning the fact that while Badminton 
Federation of India could not produce any champions, 
the academy ran by former player Gopichand is produc-
ing quality players one after another. Saina Nehawal, P. V. 
Sindhu, H. S. Pronoy, is all products of the said academy. 
Same is the case in other sporting disciplines too. While 
sportspersons are toiling hard to make the country proud, 
they are being backstabbed by their own associations.

In such a scenario, it will be foolish even to think 
about imitating the success of Croatia. The writing is clear 
on the wall. Even with an abundance of talent, India will 
always remain at the bottom in sports, till the time we 
change our mindset.

Lucy Rodina and Kieran M. Findlater | The Conversation

Andrew Alan Johnson | The Conversation

Look at everything through the cross.

My coworker Tom keeps an 8” by 12” glass cross 
on his desk. His friend Phil, who like Tom is a 
cancer survivor, gave it to him to help him look 
at everything “through the cross.” The glass 

cross is a constant reminder of God’s love and good pur-
poses for him.

That’s a challenging idea for all believers in Jesus, espe-
cially during difficult times. It’s much easier to focus on our 
problems than on God’s love.

The apostle Paul’s life was certainly an example of hav-
ing a cross-shaped perspective. He described himself in 
times of suffering as being “persecuted, but not abandoned; 
struck down, but not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:9). He be-
lieved that in the hard times, God is at work, “achieving for 
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix 
our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen” (vv. 
17–18).

To “fix our eyes . . . on what is unseen” doesn’t mean we 
minimize the problems. Paul Barnett, in his commentary on 
this passage, explains, “There is to be confidence, based on 
the certainty of God’s purposes for [us] . . . . On the other 
hand, there is the sober recognition that we groan with hope 
mingled with pain.”

Jesus gave His life for us. His love is deep and sacrificial. 
As we look at life “through the cross,” we see His love and 
faithfulness. And our trust in Him grows.

Father, teach us who You are. Increase our trust in You. 
Fill our minds with Your perspective.

Effects of Formalin on Human Body

What Can Other Cities Learn About Water Shortages from ‘Day Zero’?

The Rescued Thai Boys are Considering 
Becoming Monks. Here’s Why

F
ormalin is a 37-50% aqueous 
solution of formaldehyde used 
as an antiseptic, disinfectant 
and as a preservative. To prevent 

polymerisation of formaldehyde solu-
tion about 10-15% of methyl alcohol is 
added to form Formalin. Formalin is a 
highly toxic systemic poison that is well 
absorbed by inhalation.

It has extensive uses such as in 
adhesive and plastic, pressed wood 
products as nail hardener and polish, 
cosmetic, disinfectants and recently as 
illegal preservative of food stuffs. In air 
it is readily broken down by sunlight, 
with a half-life of approximately 30-50 
minutes but in liquid form, it is stable 
over time. Formaldehyde is quickly ab-
sorbed from the gastrointestinal tract 
following ingestion and from the respi-
ratory tract following inhalation which 
makes it a dangerous chemical to be 

used as preservative. However, it is in-
adequately absorbed following dermal 
contact. The vapor is a severe respira-
tory tract and skin irritant and on con-
tact can cause severe burns to the eyes 
and skin. Formalin is a toxic substance 
that can kill bacteria and virus but at 
the same time damage human cells. It 
can prolong the shelf life of food stuffs 
by protecting against deterioration 
cause by microorganism. There are 
reports that currently formalin is been 
used widely and illegally in fishes to 
keep it fresh. The wide spread use of 
formalin in the preservation of fishes, 
meat, fruits, vegetables and milk for 
long term preservation pose a massive 
threat to public health at an alarming 
level. Several studies on experimental 
animals demonstrated a wide number 
of toxic effects including stomach le-
sions, allergy, asthma, abdominal pain 

and vomiting.  Experiments on animals 
on ingestion of formalin showed pha-
ryngeal and gastric irritation with a 
significant increase in the thickness of 
stomach lining epithelium and irrita-
tion to the mucus membrane. Forma-
lin is significantly related with cancer 
particularly nasopharyngeal cancer 
in humans through inhalation during 
occupational exposure and can cause 
gastrointestinal cancer when adminis-
tered with drinking water in high con-
centration. Ingestion of large amount 
of formalin can cause severe abdomi-
nal pain, vomiting, cancer, renal injury 
and possible death in humans.

Due to abundant use of formalin 
in different food items and consump-
tion of the foods adulterated with this 
dangerous chemical, a huge number of 
population particularly the kids and the 
elderly are exposing themselves every-

day to severe health hazard.
Experiments on mice after thirty-

days of oral administration of forma-
lin showed significant effects on the 
kidneys and liver. The animals fed 
with formalin mixed food showed that 
glomeruli (which is responsible for the 
normal functioning of the kidney) were 
degenerated, shrunken, ruptured and 
deformed. Similar damage to the cells 
of the liver were also observed. It is sus-
pected that similar effects in the hu-
man kidneys and liver apart from other 
tissues/organs will occur following 
long term ingestion of formalin laced 
food stuffs. This probably explains the 
increasing number of chronic kidney 
diseases requiring dialysis and chronic 
liver diseases in the Naga population of 
late.

Scientific Society
Naga Hospital Authority Kohima

C
ape Town was set to run dry 
on April 12, 2018, leaving its 
3.7 million residents without 
tap water.

“Day Zero” was narrowly averted 
through drastic cuts in municipal 
water consumption and last-minute 
transfers from the agricultural sector. 
But the process was painful and ineq-
uitable, spurring much controversy.

The city managed to stave off “Day 
Zero,” but does that mean Cape Town’s 
water system is resilient?

We think not.
This may well foreshadow trouble 

beyond Cape Town. Cities across the 
Northern Hemisphere, including in 
Canada, are well into another sum-
mer season that has already brought 
record-setting heat, drought and 
flooding from increased run-off.

Water crises are not just  
about scarcity
Water scarcity crises are most often a 
result of mismanagement rather than 
of absolute declines in physical water 
supplies.

In Cape Town, lower than aver-
age rainfall tipped the scales towards 
a “crisis,” but the situation was wors-
ened by slow and inadequate govern-
ance responses. Setting aside debates 

around whose responsibility it was to 
act and when, the bigger issue, in our 
view, was the persistence of outdated 
ways of thinking about “uncertainty” 
in the water system.

As the drought worsened in 2016, 
the City of Cape Town’s water manag-
ers remained confident in the system’s 
ability to withstand the drought. High-
level engineers and managers viewed 
Cape Town’s water system as uniquely 
positioned to handle severe drought 
in part because of the vaunted success 
of their ongoing Water Demand Man-
agement strategies.

They weren’t entirely mistaken — 
demand management has cut over-
all daily consumption by 50 per cent 
since 2016. So what went wrong?

Limits to demand management
First, Cape Town’s approach to water 
management was not well-equipped 
to deal with growing uncertainty in 
rainfall patterns — a key challenge 
facing cities worldwide. Researchers 
at the University of Cape Town argued 
recently that the conventional models 
long used to forecast supply and de-
mand underestimated the probability 
of failure in the water system.

Second, Cape Town’s water system 
neared disaster in part because de-

mand management seemed to have 
reached its limits. Starting late last 
year, the city imposed a limit on water 
consumption of 87 litres per person 
per day. That ceiling thereafter shrunk 
to 50 litres per person per day.

Despite these efforts, Cape Town 
consistently failed to cut demand be-
low the 500-million-litre-per-day city-
wide target needed to ensure that the 
system would function into the next 
rainy season.

The mayor accused the city’s resi-
dents of wasting water, but her repri-
manding rhetoric should not be seen 
as a sign that the citizens were non-
compliant. The continuously shrink-
ing water targets were an untenable 
long-term management strategy.

Buffers are key to water resilience
In the end, “Day Zero” was avoided 
primarily by relying on unexpected 
buffers, including temporary agri-
cultural transfers and the private in-
stallation of small-scale, residential 
grey-water systems and boreholes in 
the city’s wealthier neighbourhoods. 
The former increased water supply 
and the latter lowered demand from 
the municipal system. These buffers 
are unlikely to be available next year, 
however, as the water allocations for 
the agricultural sector will not be re-
newed and there is uncertainty in the 

long-term sustainability of groundwa-
ter withdrawals.

For more than a decade, Cape 
Town has levelled demand, reduced 
leaks and implemented pressure man-
agement and water restrictions. This 
made Cape Town’s water system high-
ly efficient and therefore less resilient 
because there were fewer reserves to 
draw from in times of unusual scarcity.

The UN Water 2015  report found 
that most cities are not very resilient 
to water risks. As water managers con-
tinue to wait for climate change mod-
els to become more certain or more 
specific, they defer action, paralyzing 
decision-makers.

If we really want our cities to be 
water-resilient, we must collectively 
change long-held ideas about water 
supply and demand. This will require 
technological and institutional inno-
vation, as well as behavioural change, 
to create new and more flexible buff-
ers — for example, through water re-
cycling, green infrastructure and other 
novel measures.

Although Cape Town avoided dis-
aster this year, that does not make it 
water-resilient. Despite the arrival of 
the rainy season, Cape Town is still 
likely to face Day Zero at some point 
in the future.

There’s a good chance that the city 
is not alone.

A
fter their dramatic rescue from Nang Non 
cave, 12 Thai boys and their soccer coach 
are mourning the loss of a Thai Navy SEAL, 
Saman Gunan, who died during the rescue 

efforts. The father of one of the boys said that in or-
der to pay tribute to the Navy SEAL, many boys are 
considering temporarily becoming monks.

Ordaining as a full monk – known as “bhikkhu” 
in Pali, the religious language of the Theravada 
Buddhism – is only available to men over 20. The 
boys would instead be ordained as novices, or 
“nen,” who undergo fewer restrictions. Addition-
ally, at least one of the boys is Christian, and would 
likely not be ordained as a monk.

But in the wake of the rescue efforts, the act of 
ordaining is not surprising. In Theravada Buddhist 
practice, ordaining to be a monk and donating the 
merit thus gained is one of the greatest honors that 
a person can give to another.

Monasticism in Thai life
Monks in Southeast Asia, with their saffron robes 
and shaven heads, are iconic. They can be seen on 
the roadside with alms bowls, accepting handfuls 
of rice from villagers in early morning processions, 
or gathered in the evenings chanting Pali scriptures 
in the Buddhist temples that lie at the heart of most 
Thai villages. In my own research, I spent hours 
talking with monks – from abbots of major temples 
to those who had been ordained for a short period.

I also met monks engaged in “magical” activi-
ties such as healing, to those who saw their role 
as scholars. My first impression, like that of many 
travelers, was of a group of men seeking enlighten-
ment through isolation from the world.

Indeed, this isolation is at the core of Buddhist 
teachings. For Buddhists, worldly desires lead to 
suffering. Therefore, cessation of desires can lead 
to happiness and eventually enlightenment.

But monks are not a homogeneous group. Bud-
dhists join the monkhood – the sangha - for many 
different reasons, only some of which are related 
to achieving transcendence and enlightenment. 
While some may choose to remain monks for their 
entire lives, most Buddhists ordain for a limited pe-
riod. Thai Buddhists with whom I’ve worked have 
ordained for a few months during childhood, for 
the length of the rainy season, or even just for a day 
before undertaking a dangerous journey or follow-
ing the death of a parent.

Buddhism, as it is practiced in Thailand, ad-
dresses many worldly needs. It takes into consid-
eration the lives of people who are not necessarily 
ready to renounce the world quite yet.

Monastic education
Before the advent of government-run schools in 
the late 19th century, the Buddhist temple was the 
key institution for the education of young boys in 
Thailand. Boys as young as 5 entered the temple to 
learn to read and write, and to study the basics of 

Buddhism.
When Theravada came to Southeast Asia from 

India in the second millennium A.D., replacing 
local versions of Hinduism and Mahayana Bud-
dhism, this religious focus on promoting education 
within the village was revolutionary, as it became a 
central part of village life.

Theravada was focused not on the trappings 
of kingship and rule, but on serving communities. 
The temple in the center of the village served as the 
school, fairgrounds, hostel and welfare office in ad-
dition to its role as a religious center.

Today, this role of educating Thai boys has large-
ly been replaced by government-run schools. This 
transition has allowed for the education of girls.

But some Buddhist schools remain, especially in 
Thailand’s North, that keep a focus on mostly men’s 
religious education. They teach the local Northern 
Thai script (distinct from Central Thai and largely 
fallen out of use) in addition to the religious lan-
guages of Pali and Sanskrit.

Karma and merit
But education is not the only reason to seek to be 
ordained.

Most Thai men get ordained in order to make 
merit – known as “tham bun.” Devoting oneself to 
the study of the Buddha’s teachings, the dharma, 
is one of the most holy acts that one can do. Bud-
dhists who get ordained are believed to acquire a 
great deal of bun, or merit.

For Buddhists, this life is but one in a cycle of 
deaths and rebirths, where the good deeds one 
does in the past determine where and in what form 

– human, animal, divine being – one is reborn. 
Eventually, over many lifetimes, enough knowledge 
and merit will allow for escape from this cycle and 
transcendence.

But as anthropologist Lucien Hanks described, 
in Thai religious system, practitioners can donate 
and receive merit from others. Normally, the re-
cipient of the merit are parents. It is a way to thank 
them for their sacrifices.

In the case of the 12 boys and their coach, how-
ever, they are offering the merit they will make to 
Officer Saman, in order to ensure a better rebirth 
in his next life.

The obligation of a debt
Like many languages, Thai has certain concepts 
that do not translate well into English. One of these, 
“krengjai,” refers to the feeling of obligation toward 
someone who has given a gift too great to repay. It 
is a heavy feeling.

For observers, it is easy to imagine the gratitude 
that the boys must feel to Officer Saman, but it is 
just as easy to overlook the sense of responsibility 
that must weigh on the boys as well. As the clas-
sic anthropological theorist Marcel Mauss pointed 
out, gifts come with obligations, and the sacrifice of 
a life is no different.

In this way, the boys are likely becoming monks 
not to reflect upon their own fate or experience in 
the cave. Rather, they are doing this to repay Sa-
man’s sacrifice with the greatest gift that they can 
offer.

(Andrew Alan Johnson is an assistant professor 
of Anthropology in Princeton University)

DAILY

PATH
Through the Cross

BIBLE READ:   2 CORINTHIANS 4:8–18
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
[Nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.        
~  Romans 8:39

Thais at a cleansing ceremony and memorial service for Saman Gunan, the Navy SEAL officer, who lost his life during the rescue operation. 
AP Photo
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People have been plugging cod liver oil for a long time.  
(Wellcome Images/Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Aries, are you hop-
ing to accomplish a goal that you’ve been 
working toward for a long time? Don’t let de-
lays cause you to fear that it will never hap-

pen. It could block your creative energy and cause you 
to lose faith in yourself. Fortunate changes are in the 
wind, but it’s still going to take a little more effort to get 
where you want to be. Keep going. You’ll get there!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may be in 
an especially nurturing mood today, Taurus. 
You might reach out to every living thing 
around you, from plants to pets to friends, 

children, and romantic partners. There’s a danger of 
being too helpful and supportive, which some could 
find stifling. Your loved ones like to see you relaxed and 
happy, so channel some energy into indulging yourself. 
Go for a massage or other treat. Live a little!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Social respon-
sibilities might appear to be hitting you all at 
once. Everyone you know seems to crave your 
company. As a naturally polite and socially as-

tute person, you might feel obligated to accept any and 
all invitations. This isn’t a good day to commit yourself. 
Wait a while until you’re feeling a little more balanced, 
then send out your responses. Commit only to those 
events you would genuinely enjoy.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22):  Important com-
munications regarding finances could come 
today, Cancer, and it might be fortuitous if 
you follow up on them right away. Once that’s 

done, you’ll probably want to relax and delve into what-
ever interests you the most. It might be a good idea to 
read a book, since your mind is especially sharp. Take 
breaks in the fresh air. Ideas and insights should come 
quickly, so take notes.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your sensual side is 
likely to show itself today, Leo. You might find 
yourself viewing young folks in tight jeans 
more appreciatively than you usually do. Racy 

novels and movies might also suddenly seem appeal-
ing. Romantic encounters are intense and passionate, 
so make sure you allow plenty of time for them. Enjoy 
yourself!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Ingenious tech-
niques for growing your money could come 
your way today, Virgo. While you aren’t one to 
jump into anything, you’re certainly likely to 

give these ideas serious thought. Take care to only go for 
those that are totally up front, with no hidden sides. Your 
passion for delving into new professional fields is only 
surpassed by your romantic passions. Plan a seductive 
evening with a partner. Make it a night to remember!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you’re 
likely to be in just the right place at the 
right time to meet the right person. You’re 
overdue for a lucky break and probably not 

expecting it. You may start the day in a restless and 
frustrated state of mind, Libra, but whatever happens 
will catapult you out of it. Be prepared - this transition 
may involve vast changes in your life, in the long run 
if not immediately.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You might wake 
up this morning, look in the mirror, and decide 
that you hate what you see even though you 
probably look fine. This is a good day to shop 

for new clothes or get a haircut. Perhaps you feel a little 
blue. Getting out and indulging yourself is more a neces-
sity than luxury. Don’t overindulge in food or drink now, 
Scorpio. You might not like the consequences tomorrow!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today you 
could find yourself seeking self-knowledge 
through relationships, Sagittarius, especially 
through assisting those you love. Someone is 

troubled and needs your help. It would be best for all 
if you gave it, because you’re especially sensitive and 
insightful now. You’re especially able to soothe others’ 
anger and mediate arguments. Your optimism is very 
high, and you have what it takes to pass it on to others.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Do you have 
a romantic evening planned for tonight, Cap-
ricorn? If so, it’s likely to turn out to be all 
you’d hoped for. You’ll be especially attrac-

tive, and your naturally warm and loving nature will be 
very apparent. Even casual encounters with friends may 
bring about closer bonding, and new acquaintances are 
likely to become friends. Your communicative skills are 
good now, and people will likely respond to you. Go for it!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You could feel 
restless and anxious to get out in the open for a 
while today, Aquarius, but mundane tasks could 
force you to postpone it. Someone you care 

about might ask for a favor, and while you may not want 
to help this person, you probably will. Don’t let your irrita-
tion show - just get it done quickly and accept the person’s 
thanks. In the evening, go for a long walk under the stars.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): At some point 
during the day you might find yourself in-
volved in a project that piques your interest 
far more than usual. You could throw yourself 

more deeply into it than is necessary now. Take care that 
it doesn’t distract you from what needs to be done, Pi-
sces. Your wisdom is especially sharp, and you can use 
your intuition to gain valuable practical knowledge. 
Spend the evening meditating.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Titus Stahl  | Aeon

Lee Hooper  | The Conversation

Why Politics Needs Hope (But No Longer Inspires It)

Omega 3 Supplements Don’t Protect Against Heart Disease – New Review Smelling Coffee May Boost Your Analytical Skills

I
n the late 2000s and early 2010s, the 
word ‘hope’ was ubiquitous in West-
ern politics. While its use in the Barack 
Obama presidential campaign has be-

come iconic, appeal to hope was not lim-
ited to the United States: the Leftist Greek 
Syriza party relied on the slogan ‘hope is 
on the way’, for example, and many other 
European parties embraced similar rally-
ing cries. Since then, however, we rarely 
hear or see ‘hope’ in the public sphere.

Even in its heyday, the rhetoric of hope 
wasn’t universally popular. When in 2010 
the former vice-presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin rhetorically asked: ‘How’s that 
hopey, changey stuff working out for ya?’ 
she tapped into a widespread skepticism 
that views hope as unrealistic, even de-
lusional. Palin’s skepticism (many will be 
surprised to hear) has long been at work in 
the philosophical tradition. From Plato to 
René Descartes, many philosophers have 
argued that hope is weaker than expecta-
tion and confidence since it requires belief 
merely in the possibility of an event, not 
evidence that it is likely to occur.

For these philosophers, hope is a sec-
ond-rate way of relating to reality, appropri-
ate only when a person lacks the requisite 
knowledge to form ‘proper’ expectations. 
The radical Enlightenment philosopher 
Baruch Spinoza gives voice to this opinion 
when he writes that hope indicates ‘a lack 
of knowledge and a weakness of mind’ and 
that ‘the more we endeavour to live by the 
guidance of reason, the more we endeav-
our to be independent of hope’. According 
to this view, hope is particularly unsuit-
able as a guide to political action. Citizens 
should base their decisions on rational ex-
pectations about what governments can 
achieve, rather than letting themselves be 
motivated by mere hope.

This skepticism should be taken seri-
ously and can indeed point us toward a 
better understanding of the rise and fall of 
the rhetoric of hope. So is there space for 
hope in politics?

We need to be precise about what 
kind of hope we are talking about. If we 
are considering what individuals hope 
for, any policy that has consequences for 
people’s lives will be tied to hope in some 
way – whether this is hope for that policy’s 
success or hope for its failure. The genera-

tion of such hope isn’t necessarily good or 
bad; it is simply a part of political life. But 
when political movements promise to de-
liver hope, they are clearly not speaking of 
hope in this generic sense. This particular 
rhetoric of hope refers to a more specific, 
morally attractive and distinctively politi-
cal form of hope.

Political hope is distinguished by two 
features. Its object is political: it is hope 
for social justice. And its character is po-
litical: it is a collective attitude. While the 
significance of the first feature is perhaps 
obvious, the second feature explains why it 
makes sense to speak of hope’s ‘return’ to 
politics. When political movements seek 
to rekindle hope, they are not acting on 
the assumption that individual people no 
longer hope for things – they are building 
on the idea that hope does not currently 
shape our collective orientation toward 

the future. The promise of a ‘politics of 
hope’ is thus the promise that hope for so-
cial justice will become part of the sphere 
of collective action, of politics itself.

Even so, the question remains whether 
political hope is really a good thing. If one 
of the tasks of government is to realise so-
cial justice, would it not be better for po-
litical movements to promote justified 
expectations rather than mere hope? Is the 
rhetoric of hope not a tacit admission that 
the movements in question lack strategies 
for inspiring confidence?

The sphere of politics has particular 
features, unique to it, that impose limita-
tions on what we can rationally expect. 
One such limitation is what the American 
moral philosopher John Rawls in 1993 de-
scribed as the insurmountable pluralism 
of ‘comprehensive doctrines’. In modern 
societies, people disagree about what is 

ultimately valuable, and these disagree-
ments often cannot be resolved by rea-
sonable argument. Such pluralism makes 
it unreasonable to expect that we will 
ever arrive at a final consensus on these 
matters. To the extent that governments 
should not pursue ends that cannot be 
justified to all citizens, the most we can ra-
tionally expect from politics is the pursuit 
of those principles of justice on which all 
reasonable people can agree, such as basic 
human rights, non-discrimination, and 
democratic decision-making. Thus, we 
cannot rationally expect governments that 
respect our plurality to pursue more de-
manding ideals of justice – for example, via 
ambitious redistributive policies that are 
not justifiable relative to all, even the most 
individualistic, conceptions of the good.

This limitation stands in tension with 
another of Rawls’s claims. He also argued, 

in 1971, that the most important social 
good is self-respect. In a liberal society, the 
citizens’ self-respect is based on the knowl-
edge that there is a public commitment to 
justice – on the understanding that other 
citizens view them as deserving fair treat-
ment. However, if we can expect agreement 
on only a narrow set of ideals, that expecta-
tion will make a relatively small contribu-
tion to our self-respect. Compared with 
possible consensus on more demanding 
ideals of justice, this expectation will do 
relatively little to make us view other citi-
zens as being deeply committed to justice.

Fortunately, we need not limit our-
selves to what we can expect. Even though 
we are not justified in expecting more than 
limited agreement on justice, we can still 
collectively hope that, in the future, con-
sensus on more demanding ideals of jus-
tice will emerge. When citizens collectively 
entertain this hope, this expresses a shared 
understanding that each member of so-
ciety deserves to be included in an ambi-
tious project of justice, even if we disagree 
about what that project should be. This 
knowledge can contribute to self-respect 
and is thus a desirable social good in its 
own right. In the absence of consensus, 
political hope is a necessary part of social 
justice itself.

So it is rational, perhaps even neces-
sary, to recruit the notion of hope for the 
purposes of justice. And this is why the 
rhetoric of hope has all but disappeared. 
We can seriously employ the rhetoric of 
hope only when we believe that citizens 
can be brought to develop a shared com-
mitment to exploring ambitious projects 
of social justice, even when they disagree 
about their content. This belief has be-
come increasingly implausible in light of 
recent developments that reveal how di-
vided Western democracies really are. A 
sizable minority in Europe and the US has 
made it clear, in response to the rhetoric of 
hope, that it disagrees not only about the 
meaning of justice but also with the very 
idea that our current vocabulary of social 
justice ought to be extended. One can, of 
course, still individually hope that those 
who hold this view will be convinced to 
change it. As things stand, however, this is 
not a hope that they are able to share.

(Titus Stahl is an assistant professor at the 
faculty of philosophy of the University of 

Groningen in the Netherlands.)

M
any people take a daily omega 
3 supplement in the belief that 
it is good for their heart. But 
our latest research, a system-

atic review of 79 clinical trials, found no evi-

dence for this belief.
We examined the effects of omega 3 on 

heart disease and stroke, deaths from heart 
disease and stroke, and death from any 
cause. Our analysis showed that omega 3 
supplements do not reduce the risk of any 
of these – but neither do they increase the 
risk.

For decades, omega 3 and fish oil sup-
plements have been heavily promoted as 
being cardio-protective. Thanks to this 
heavy promotion, people in the US now 
get more EPA and DHA (omega 3 fats) from 
supplements than they do from their diet.

This strong belief in the heart health 
benefits of omega 3 fat sprang from ob-
servational studies suggesting that the 
Inuit don’t suffer from heart disease, and 
two early trials suggesting benefits of eat-
ing fish and of taking fish oil supplements. 
In the excitement, this message stuck, de-
spite  follow-up studies from both research 
groups, in slightly different participants, 
having more negative results. In fact, in one 
of the studies, men with angina who were 
randomly assigned to take omega 3 supple-
ments were at greater risk of “cardiac death” 
than those who weren’t assigned to take the 
supplement.

WHO wants to know
We wanted to understand the health ben-
efits of omega 3 fats, and so did the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), as it is updat-
ing its guidance on fats. The WHO commis-
sioned us to carry out this review and meta-
analysis as part of a series of reviews on the 
effects of omega 3 supplements on health. 
(Subsequent reviews will investigate their 

impact on cognition, diabetes, cancer, de-
pression, inflammatory bowel disease and 
body fat.)

For this systematic review, we looked 
at all the randomised controlled trials – 
the gold standard of clinical research – of 
omega 3 fats, with a duration of at least 12 
months. We found 79 trials, that between 
them had 112,059 participants. The dura-
tion of the follow-up ranged from one year 
to eight years.

Within this set of trials, over 8,000 people 
died, 4,544 died of heart disease, 5,469 had 
a coronary event (heart attack or angina), 
1,822 had a stroke and 3,788 experienced 
arrhythmia. With these large numbers, we 
had robust statistics – known in the trade as 
“statistical power” – to determine the effects 
of omega 3 on these outcomes. Our results 
showed little or no effect of being randomly 
assigned to take omega 3 supplements on 
any of these outcomes.

When we separated out the 25 studies 
that used the best methods, such as “blind-
ing” the participants and the researchers to 
which group was getting the omega 3 and 
which the placebo, the effect of omega 3 on 
the outcomes was even weaker. This sug-
gests that when we reduce the potential for 
bias in omega 3 trials, there is even more 
clearly no effect of omega 3 supplements.

It looks as though our belief in omega 3 
supplements over all these years may have 
been driven by a few flawed studies and our 
own bias.

(Lee Hooper is a reader in Research 
Synthesis, Nutrition and Hydration in 

University of East Anglia)

I
f you love the fragrance 
of coffee, there are high 
chances of better per-
formance in analyti-

cal tasks, a new study has 
found.

According to the re-
searchers, smelling a cof-
fee-like scent — which 
has no caffeine in it — has 
an effect similar to that of 
drinking coffee, suggesting 
a placebo effect of coffee 
scent.

The findings also sug-
gested that the scent of cof-
fee alone may help people 
perform better on the ana-
lytical portion of the Gradu-
ate Management Aptitude 
Test (GMAT) — a computer 
adaptive test required by 
many business schools.

“It’s not just that the cof-
fee-like scent helped people 
perform better on analyti-
cal tasks, which was already 
interesting,” said co-author 
Adriana Madzharov from 
the Stevens Institute of 
Technology in the US. 

“But they also thought 
they would do better, and 
we demonstrated that this 
expectation was at least 
partly responsible for their 
improved performance,” 
Madzharov added.

For the study, published 
in the Journal of Environ-

mental Psychology, the re-
search team administered a 
10-question GMAT algebra 
test in a computer lab to 
about 100 undergraduate 
business students. 

The participants were 
divided into two groups. 
One group took the test in 
the presence of an ambi-
ent coffee-like scent, while 
a control group took the 
same test — but in an un-
scented room. 

The researchers found 
that the group in the cof-
fee-smelling room scored 
significantly higher on the 
test.

The team also designed 
a follow-up survey — con-
ducted among more than 
200 new participants — 
quizzing them on beliefs 

about various scents and 
their perceived effects on 
human performance. 

The participants be-
lieved they would feel more 
alert and energetic in the 
presence of a coffee scent, 
versus a flower scent or no 
scent; and that exposure to 
coffee scent would increase 
their performance on men-
tal tasks. 

The results suggest that 
expectations about per-
formance can be explained 
by beliefs that coffee scent 
alone makes people more 
alert and energetic.

Previous studies have 
also suggested that coffee 
may lessen the risk of heart 
disease, diabetes and de-
mentia.

Source: IANS
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No stopping sealing, demolition of 
unauthorized constructions in Delhi— SC

106 contracts signed under defence 
‘Make In India’ — Government

Cabinet approves scheme for freeing prisoners Girl booked for trying to 
poison entire school — Police

Committee on formation of legislative 
council in Odisha to submit report

ED names former IAF chief among 
34 in AgustaWestland charge sheet

Women have constitutional right to enter Sabarimala temple — SC

Four die after inhaling 
poisonous gas

Centre pressuring officers to stall projects in Delhi—Sisodia

PTI

Manish Sisodia, seen here with Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot, addressing a press conference at the 
Delhi Secretariat, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

Ravi Shankar Prasad addresses the media during a press briefing about the decisions the Cabinet took, 
in New Delhi on Wednesday.

new Delhi, July 18 (Pti): The Su-
preme Court today said there would 
be “no stopping of sealing or demoli-
tion” of unauthorised constructions 
in Delhi.

The apex court’s direction came 
after the Centre told a bench com-
prising Justices M B Lokur and 
Deepak Gupta that it had not given 
any instructions to authorities in 
Delhi to stop their sealing drive 
against illegal constructions.

The bench also directed that 
construction activity be stopped 
with immediate effect wherever any 
unauthorised construction is no-

ticed or booked by authorities.
The apex court said adequate 

police protection should be given to 
officials when they are carrying out 
a sealing drive against unauthorised 
constructions.

Besides, the bench asked the 
Centre to contemplate blacklisting 
of builders, contractors and archi-
tects found responsible for unau-
thorised constructions.

Attorney General K K Venugopal 
told the bench that the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority had launched a 
mobile application on July 9 where 
citizens can complain about illegal 

constructions and encroachments 
in the city. 

So far, 431 complaints have been 
received in the mobile application 
and action taken on 138 such com-
plaints, he said.

The bench directed that ad-
equate publicity be given to the mo-
bile application so citizens of Delhi 
are aware of it. 

The top court is dealing with 
the issue of validity of the Delhi 
Laws (Special Provisions) Act, 2006 
and subsequent legislations which 
protect unauthorised constructions 
from being sealed.

new Delhi, July 18 (ianS): 
T h e  g ov e r n m e n t  o n 
Wednesday said 106 con-
tracts were signed in the 
last three and half years 
with local vendors for 
procurement of defence 
equipment amid mount-
ing critcism that not even 
one big project could take 
off in what was billed as 
one of the cornerstones of 
the ‘Make in India initia-
tive.

The contracts have 
been signed for the pur-
chase of helicopters, ra-
dars, ballistic helmets, 

artillery guns, simulators, 
missiles, bullet proof jack-
ets, electronic fuzes and 
ammunition, Minister of 
State for Defence Subhash 
Bhamre said in a written 
reply in the Lok Sabha.

He said the govern-
ment also carried out the 
capital procurement of 
defence equipment as 
per the extant Defence 
Procurement Procedure 
(DPP)- 2016.

It “focuses on institu-
tionalizing, streamlining 
and simplifying defence 
procurement procedure 

to give a boost to the 
‘Make in India’ initiative 
by promoting indigenous 
design, development and 
manufacturing of defence 
equipment, platforms, 
systems and sub-sys-
tems.”

He said the Defence 
Ministry was committed 
to DPP-2016 and was tak-
ing all steps necessary to 
realize its objectives.

He said the govern-
ment has also promulgat-
ed the policy of Strategic 
Partnership in the defence 
sector which encourages 

participation of the private 
sector in manufacture of 
major defence platforms 
and equipment in four 
selected segments - sub-
marines, fighter aircraft, 
helicopters and armoured 
fighting vehicles and 
tanks.

However, with less 
than a year left in the five-
year tenure of the Modi 
government, the defence 
ministry is yet to award 
any major contract to pri-
vate players for manufac-
turing fighter jets, subma-
rines and tanks.

new Delhi, July 18 (ianS): 
The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved a 
remission scheme for cer-
tain categories of pris-
oners, including women, 
transgender, and physical-
ly disabled, under which 
they will be set free on sat-
isfying the given criteria.

The scheme will cover 
those women and trans-
genders who have crossed 
age of 55 years, and men 
over 60 years of age, given 
they have served 50 per 
cent of their total sentence, 
Law and Justice Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad told 
reporters here after the 
cabinet meeting. 

Prisoners with over 70 
per cent disability and 
who have served 50 per 
cent of their sentence will 
also be covered under the 
scheme-- irrespective of 
their age. Terminally ill 
prisoners are also under 
consideration, the Minis-
ter said. 

Prasad said that the 
decision was taken to 

new Delhi, July 18 (ianS): 
Delhi Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia on 
Wednesday hit out at the 
Centre for “defying” the 
Supreme Court orders and 
pressuring officers work-
ing with the Delhi govern-
ment to stall its projects.

Sisodia told the media 
that most IAS officers were 
refusing to take orders 
from the Delhi govern-
ment despite the Supreme 
Court ruling.

“It is very clear that 
they have instructions 
from the Centre and the 
Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) to stall the projects 
of public welfare in Delhi. 

By doing this, the Centre is 
not only killing the demo-
cratic and federal struc-
ture of the country but is 
also defying the orders of 
the apex court,” he said. 

The Supreme Court 
on July 4 ruled that the 
Lt. Governor in Delhi had 
powers only in three areas: 
police, land and public 
order. The powers relating 
to all the other subjects lie 
with the elected govern-
ment of Delhi. 

“Even after such clear 
orders, the Centre through 
IAS officers is openly defy-
ing them,” Sisodia said.

“The Transport Secre-
tary refused to file an ap-

peal in the Supreme Court 
against a Delhi High Court 
order which stayed the 
purchase of 2,000 buses 
for Delhi,” said Sisodia. 

“Delhi is short of buses 
and needs them as soon as 
possible. Stalling the proc-
ess is not only anti-people 
but also a clear violation of 
the Supreme Court order,” 
Sisodia said.

Citing another exam-
ple, Sisodia said the Food 
Commissioner simply re-
fused to implement the 
doorstep ration delivery 
project in the capital.

“Even after he was di-
rected by the Chief Min-
ister, the Food Commis-

sioner, appointed by the 
Centre, refused to imple-
ment the scheme,” he said.

The same way, he said, 
the Managing Director of 
the Delhi State Industrial 
and Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corp (DSIIDC) 
refused to carry out the 
developmental works in 
the unauthorized colonies 
in Delhi.  “We would have 
changed the officer if we 
had the transfer/posting 
powers,” he asserted.

Sisodia also suspected 
a conspiracy over not let-
ting the lawyer’s commu-
nity appear for the Delhi 
government.

“Officers have refused 
to clear pending bills to 
the advocates. The LG, 
under instructions from 
the Central government, 
has directed officers not to 
clear the bills of advocates 
who have appeared for the 
Delhi government in the 
Delhi High Court and the 
Supreme Court. 

“The intention is to 
send a message to the law-
yers community not to 
appear for the Delhi gov-
ernment,” he said.

He also said that some 
officers had told him in 
private that they were 
working under a lot of 
pressure. “First they had 
the pressure of sending 
every file to the LG and 
now they have the pres-
sure to stall every work of 
Delhi government.”

commemorate Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s 150th birth 
anniversary, falling next 
year. 

The scheme, however, 
was conditional and those 
convicted of murder, acts 
of terrorism, kidnapping 
for ransom, rape, dowry 
death and human traffick-
ing will not be covered.

Also, those booked 

under the Terrorist and 
Disruptive Activities Act, 
the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act, the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act, 
the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act, 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, the For-
eign Exchange Manage-
ment Act, the Narcotics 
Drug and Psychotropic 

Substances Act, the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act 
and those serving death 
and life sentences will 
not be covered under the 
scheme, he said.

As per the decision, 
taken in the Cabinet meet-
ing being chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
the prisoners will be re-
leased in three phases, a 

government statement 
said.

In Phase-I, the prison-
ers will be released on Oc-
tober 2, 2018 (149th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi), 2018; in Phase-
II, the prisoners will be 
released on April 10, 2019 
(anniversary of Cham-
paran Satyagrah) and in 
Phase-III, the prisoners 
will be released on Octo-
ber 2, 2019 (150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi). 

“Ministry of Home Af-
fairs will issue advice to 
all states and Union Ter-
ritories asking them to 
process the cases of eligi-
ble prisoners as well as to 
constitute a committee to 
examine the cases. State 
governments will place the 
recommendations of the 
committee before Gover-
nor for consideration and 
approval under Article 161 
of the Constitution. 

After the approval, the 
prisoners will be released,” 
added the statement.

Gorakhpur (UP), July 18 
(Pti): The police in Deo-
ria district have booked a 
class 7 girl after her school 
accused her of trying to 
poison the midday meal 
to take revenge for her 
brother’s murder, allegedly 
by a fellow student.

The school in Baulia 
village under Bankata po-
lice station alleged that she 
put a poisonous substance 
into the lentils being 
cooked there yesterday.

The poisoning attempt 
was detected before any-
body ate that food.

Villagers surrounded 
the school and beat up 
the girl’s mother, police 
said.

The girl’s alleged mo-
tive was to kill all stu-
dents at the school for 
the murder on April 2 of 
her brother who studied 
in class 3.

A class 5 child from the 
same school was accused 

of that murder and is now 
in a juvenile home.

Bankata SHO Dev-
endra Singh Yadav said 
a case under IPC section 
328, which relates to caus-
ing hurt by means of poi-
son, has been registered 
against the girl.

“Preparations are be-
ing made to send her to a 
juvenile home,” he said.

The case was regis-
tered on a written com-
plaint by the principal of 
the government junior 
high school.

“The school authori-
ties have told us that she 
decided to take revenge 
for her brother’s murder 
by killing all the children,” 
he said.

“A  s a m p l e  o f  t h e 
cooked pulses has been 
sent for testing and it will 
take at least three or four 
days to get the report,” 
said R C Pandey, the dis-
trict officer for food safety.

According to the com-
plaint, school cook Ra-
dhika noticed the girl go-
ing into the kitchen as she 
served rice to the children 
around 10.30 a.m.

The cook followed the 
child and found that her 
hands smelled. She also 
saw a white layer coating 
the `daal’ that was to be 
served to the children, the 
police said.

With the help of an-
other cook, she locked up 
the girl in the kitchen and 
informed school Principal 
Bhrigunath Prasad.

As this news spread, 
villagers surrounded the 
school and started beating 
the girl’s mother.

The police and a team 
from the food safety and 
drug administration de-
partment reached the 
school.

The police then de-
tained the girl and her 
mother.

Bhubaneswar, July 18 
(ianS): A special com-
mittee constituted for the 
proposed Odisha Legisla-
tive Council will submit its 
report to the state govern-
ment soon, said Transport 
Minister and Chairman of 
the committee Nrusingha 
Sahu on Wednesday. 

The committee has re-
turned to Odisha after vis-
iting Bihar and Telangana. 
It had earlier toured Ma-
harashtra and Karnataka 
in 2015 to study the opera-
tions and functioning of 
the Legislative Councils 
there.

“The committee stud-
ied the resolution passed 
by the Telangana Legisla-

tive Assembly for setting 
up of the Vidhan Parishad. 
We studied their resolu-
tion and the details on 
how it can be passed in the 
House.  A similar resolu-
tion can be thought of for 
Odisha for approval in our 
Assembly. We will submit 
a report to the Odisha gov-
ernment soon,” Sahu told 
media persons here.

The Odisha govern-
ment had formed a six-
member special com-
mittee to study Bihar 
and Telangana models. 
Manohar Randhari (BJD), 
Pramila Mallik (BJD), Bhu-
jabal Majhi (Congress) and 
Nitish Gangadeb (BJP), 
among others, were ap-

pointed members of the 
committee.  However, 
Majhi and Gangadeb had 
expressed their unwilling-
ness to visit the two states.

How e v e r,  O d i s h a 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee President Niranjan 
Patnaik said the ruling 
BJD is trying to rehabili-
tate the disgruntled party 
members. “The decision 
for setting up of a Vidhan 
Parishad is like a lollipop 
for the disgruntled lot. 
Although it is a welcome 
move by the state govern-
ment, it took too long. 

The process was ac-
celerated as poll dates are 
getting nearer,” Patnaik 
said.

new Delhi, July 18 (ianS): 
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Wednes-
day filed a supplementary 
charge sheet in the INR 
3,600 crore AgustaWest-
land VVIP chopper deal 
against 34 individuals and 
foreign and Indian com-
panies including former 
IAF chief S.P. Tyagi, his two 
cousins, advocate Gau-
tam Khaitan and Italians 
Carlo Gerosa and Guido 
Haschke.

While filing the charge 
sheet before special judge 
Arvind Kumar under the 
Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, the ED 
said that money was laun-
dered through “multiple 
foreign companies” and 
these firms were used as 
“fronts to park alleged 
kickbacks”. 

T h e  c h a r g e s h e e t , 
which mentions money 
laundering of around 28 
million euros, named the 
former IAF chief’s cousins 
Sanjeev Tyagi and Rajiv 
Tyagi along with Bruno 
Spagnolini, former CEO 
of AgustaWestland, and 
Giuseppe Orsi, the former 
chief of Italian defence 
and aerospace major Fin-
meccanica. 

Others named are Ra-
jeev Saxena, Director of 
Dubia-based firm Matrix 
Holdings, his wife Shivani 
Saxena and Khaitan’s wife 
Ritu Khaitan.

The charge sheet also 
names some Indian and 

foreign companies like 
Aeromatrix Info Solu-
tion Ltd, Windsor Group 
Holdings, Ismax Inter-
national Ltd, Crickle-
wood Ltd, Long Lasting 
Ltd, Matrix Holding Pvt 
Ltd, UHY Saxena, Dubai 
Interstellar Technologies 
Ltd, O.P. Khaitan and Co 
International Mediterra-
nean Consulting, Tunisia 
Infotech Design Systems, 
Gordian Services, Finmec-
canica SPA and AgustaWe-
stland. 

The ED said kickbacks 
were paid by AgustaWest-
land through two different 
channels -- one handled 
by middleman Christian 
Michel James and the oth-
er by Gerosa and Haschke.

Accusing Gerosa and 
Haschke, in collusion with 
Tyagi brothers, of con-
spiring with Khaitan, the 
charge sheet said that Tu-
nisia-based IDS Infotech, 
International Mediterra-
nean Consulting, Gordian 
Services; India’s Aeroma-
trix, and Mauritius-based 
Infotech Design Systems, 
Long Lasting Limited and 
Cricklewood were related 
to Gerosa and Haschke, 
and are involved in money 
laundering. 

Khaitan, the ED said, 
was the mastermind be-
hind behind the money 
laundering and was known 
to Gerosa, Haschke and 
Tyagi brothers. “He pre-
pared a corporate struc-
ture of companies and got 

incorporated several legal 
entities across the globe. 
Thereafter, money was 
laundered through vari-
ous companies in Tunisia, 
Mauritius, India, British 
Virgin Island, Singapore, 
Switzerland and Dubai.” 

“S.P. Tyagi was fifty 
percent partner in one of 
these concerns, namely 
Krishnom.”

ED had earlier at-
tached properties worth 
INR 10 crore and frozen 
shares worth more than 
INR 150 crore belonging 
to Tyagi brothers, Khaitan, 
Gerosa, Haschke, James 
and Rajiv Saxena.

The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) -- 
the prime investigating 
agency -- has already filed 
a chargesheet in the case. 

On January 1, 2014, 
India cancelled the con-
tract with Finmeccanica’s 
British subsidiary Agus-
taWestland for supplying 
12 AW-101 VVIP choppers 
to the IAF, over alleged 
breach of contractual ob-
ligations and on charges of 
paying kickbacks amount-
ing to INR 423 crore.

The twin modifications 
were allegedly meant to rig 
the deal in favour of Agus-
taWestland, which even-
tually walked away with 
the order to supply the 
12 choppers for the IAF’s 
Communication Squad-
ron to ferry the President, 
the Prime Minister and 
other VVIPs.

new Delhi, July 18 (Pti): The Su-
preme Court today said women 
have the constitutional right 
to enter Sabarimala temple in 
Kerala and pray like men without 
being discriminated against.

A five-judge Constitution 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, which is hearing 
a petition challenging the deci-
sion of the Devaswom board 
banning entry of women of age 
group 10-50 years, said that even 
if there was no law, the women 
cannot be discriminated against 
with regard to offering prayer in 
a temple.

“When a man can enter, a 
woman can also go. What applies 
to a man, applies to a woman 
also,” the bench also compris-

ing justices R F Nariman, A M 
Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud 
and Indu Malhotra observed.

“The right to enter a temple is 
not dependent on a legislation. 
It is the constitutional right,” the 
bench said, adding that this right 
is enshrined under Article 25 and 
26 of the Constitution.

The top court was informed 
by the Kerala govt that it also sup-
ported the entry of women of all 
age groups in the temple.

The bench then referred to 
the contrary affidavits of the 
Kerala government which had 
in 2015 had supported the entry 
of women but made a U-turn in 
2017 and opposed the entry.

The counsel for the Kerala 
government said that it would go 

by its first affidavit and support 
the cause of women.

“You are changing with the 
changing times,” the bench re-
marked 

Senior advocate Indira Jais-
ing, appearing for one of the 
intervenors, assailed the prac-
tice and said that the ban on the 
entry of women of certain age 
groups was violative of various 
fundamental rights including 
Article 17 which deals with un-
touchability.

She also referred to the defini-
tion of term Hindu under various 
statutes and said that the women 
were discriminated against not 
on the ground of sex but because 
of menstruation.

Senior advocate Raju Ram-

chandran, who is assisting the 
court as amicus curiae, sup-
ported the entry of women into 
the temple and said that denial of 
the right to entry of women was 
violative of fundamental rights. 

The hearing on the plea filed 
by petitioners Indian Young Law-
yers Association and others, re-
mained inconclusive and would 
continue tomorrow.

The apex court had on Oc-
tober 13 last year referred the 
issue to a Constitution bench 
after framing five “significant” 
questions including whether 
the practice of banning entry of 
women into the temple amount-
ed to discrimination and violated 
their fundamental rights under 
the Constitution.

Kurukshetra, July 18 (Pti): 
Four persons, including a 
57-year-old man and his 
two sons, died today after 
inhaling poisonous gases 
in the 10-feet-deep cham-
ber of a bio-gas plant at vil-
lage Amin in this district, 
police said.

The dead were identi-
fied as Baldev Singh, his 
sons - Devinder Singh 
(30), Rupinder Singh (25), 
and Baldev Singh’s cousin 
Joginder Singh (40), SHO 
of Adarsh Police Station, 
Kurukshetra University, 
Satish Kumar, said.

As per the preliminary 
investigation the bio-gas 
plant constructed by Bal-
dev Singh near his ag-

ricultural land was not 
functioning due to some 
leakage so Devinder Singh 
went inside the ten-feet-
deep pit to find out the 
leak so that the problem 
could be set right, the SHO 
said.

We have registered a 
case under relevant provi-
sions of law and sent the 
bodies for postmortem 
examination, he added.

While the families of 
the deceased were incon-
solable, shocked villagers 
said the agriculture de-
partment must warn them 
about the possibility of 
such a situation when they 
persuade them to install 
bio-gas plants. 
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News IN BrIef
Over 150 shops gutted in fire at 
Pakistan’s market
Islamabad, July 18 (IANS): At least 150 shops were gutted 
in a high-intensity fire that broke out in a weekly market in 
the Pakistani capital on Wednesday, officials said. There 
were no reports of casualties as it was an off-day in the 
market named “Itwar Bazaar”. No hawker or customer 
was present there when the market was engulfed by the fire. 
According to the Capital Development Authority’s officials, 
initially six fire tenders were sent to the site after receiving the 
information. However, after they failed to control the blaze, 
four more tenders rushed to the site to douse the huge blaze.

Death toll climbs to 121 in 
Guatemala volcano eruption
Guatemala, July 18 (IANS): The death toll in the Fuego 
volcano eruption has climbed to 121, after five more victims 
were identified, Guatemala’s National Coordination for 
Disaster Reduction said on Wednesday. The Civil Protection 
authority spokesperson said that only two among the newly 
identified people were on the list of missing, which now 
stands at 300. On June 3, the Fuego volcano had recorded 
one of the strongest eruptions in its history, leaving hundreds 
dead and missing and affected more than 2 million people.

IS beheads Taliban commander in 
Afghanistan
Kabul, July 18 (IANS): Militants loyal to the Islamic State 
captured and beheaded a senior commander of the rival 
Taliban on Wednesday amid fierce fighting between the two 
groups in Afghanistan’s Jawzjan province, a government 
spokesman said. The two groups have been locked in a battle 
over the past one week in Darzab district. On Wednesday, 
the Islamic State militants killed Taliban’s Mullah Burjan, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

Three dead in US plane collision
Washington, July 18 (IANS): Three persons have been 
killed after two small planes collided mid-air in the US state 
of Florida, authorities have said. The accident took place 
on Tuesday, the Federal Aviation Administration said. The 
whereabouts of a possible fourth passenger is still unknown, 
Xinhua news agency reported. The victims were yet to be 
identified, but the planes were believed to be piloted by 
flight instructors, one of whom is perhaps a 22-year-old 
Jorge Sanchez. Miami Dade County Mayor Carlos A. 
Gimenez told the media that both planes belonged to Dean 
International, a flight school that has a history of more than 
two dozen incidents and accidents in the last decade.

US tariff war to adversely affect 
international trade — China
Beijing, July 18 (IANS): China on Wednesday continued 
its attacks on the trade war launched by the US on its 
exports and said that it would harm global confidence in the 
economy and growth of international trade. Beijing believes 
that the series of tariffs imposed by Washington will “drag 
the world economy into danger” and weaken confidence 
at the global level, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying said at a press conference here. “The trade war 
will deal a blow to global trade growth,” Hua was quoted as 
saying by Efe news.

Land dispute leaves 13 dead in Mexico
Mexico City, July 18 (IANS): A clash between residents 
of  communities in southern Mexican state of  Oaxaca 
over a land dispute left at least 13 people dead and another 
one injured, prosecutors said Tuesday. The armed attack 
occurred on Monday afternoon in the Yautepec District 
in Oaxaca, when several inhabitants of the community of  
Santa Maria Ecatepec were ambushed by residents of the 
neighboring town of San Lucas Ixcotepec, according to the 
state prosecutor’s office, Xinhua reported. 

Libyan Coast Guard sank boat, left 
woman, toddler to drown
Rome, July 18 (IANS/AKI): Libyan Coast Guard left two 
women and a small boy aboard a boat they intercepted during 
a rescue operation and sank it, causing one of the women 
and the child to drown, Spanish NGO Proactiva Open Arm 
said on Tuesday. The Coast Guard claimed to have saved 158 
migrants in the Mediterranean operation and to have given 
them medical and other humanitarian assistance, Proactiva 
Open Arms founder Oscar Camps tweeted.

China warns US against Taiwanese 
minister meet
Beijing, July 18 (IANS): China warned the US government 
on Wednesday against top US officials meeting Taiwan’s 
Mainland Affairs Minister who is on a visit to Washington.
Taiwan’s Chen Ming-tong began his visit to the US capital 
on Monday and was set to speak at a think tank seminar and 
meet academicians as well as hold meetings with government 
officials, according to the Taiwanese government.

AP/PTI

Former US President Barack Obama, centre, greets the Nelson Mandela’s widow, Graca Machel, left, with Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa at right, as he arrives at the Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg, South Africa, Tuesday, 
July 17, 2018 to deliver the 16th Annual Nelson Mandela Lecture. 

Chiang Rai(Thailand), July 18 
(PTI/AFP): Twelve boys and 
their football coach who sur-
vived a highly dangerous and 
dramatic rescue from a flood-
ed Thai cave spoke publicly 
of their incredible ordeal for 
the first time today at a press 
conference that was beamed 
around the world. 

The “Wild Boars” team 
members looked healthy and 
happy as they answered ques-
tions about the nine days they 
spent in the dark before being 
discovered by members of an 
international rescue team.

A packed crowd greeted 
the youngsters after they were 
discharged from hospital in 
Chiang Rai, and watched as 
they played with footballs on 
a small makeshift pitch before 
taking their seats.

“It is a miracle,” Wild Boars 
footballer Adul Sam-on, 14, said 
of the rescue, as the boys were 
gently quizzed about their ter-
rifying experience.

The team had no food at all 
until they were found deep in 
the complex, surviving only on 
water that dripped down the 

side of the cave.
But doctors said all 13 were 

in good physical and mental 
health after recuperating in 
hospital.

The briefing was tightly 
controlled, with experts warn-
ing of possible long-term dis-
tress from the more than two 
weeks they spent trapped in-
side a cramped, flooded cham-
ber of the Tham Luang cave in 
northern Thailand.

The public relations de-
partment in Chiang Rai so-
licited questions from news 
outlets in advance, which were 
forwarded to psychiatrists for 
screening.

Thailand’s junta leader 
Prayut Chan-O-Cha urged me-
dia today to be “cautious in 
asking unimportant questions” 
that could cause unspecified 
damage.

Interest in the saga has been 
intense, with film production 
houses already eyeing a Hol-
lywood treatment of the drama.

Doctors have advised fami-
lies of the players, aged 11 to 16, 
that they should avoid letting 
them contact journalists for at 

least one month.
Families of the youngsters 

have eagerly awaited their 
homecoming.

Khameuy Promthep, the 
grandmother of 13-year-old 

Dom, one of the boys rescued 
from the cave, told AFP in an 
interview at their family shop 
in Mae Sai near the Myanmar 
border on Wednesday that she 
was very excited.

“This is the happiest day of 
my life,” she said.

The daring Thai-led inter-
national effort to rescue the 
team captivated the world after 
the football team walked into 
the cave on June 23 and were 
trapped by rising floodwaters.

After nine days without 
food, they were found emaci-
ated and huddled in a group on 
a muddy ledge by British divers 
several kilometres inside Tham 
Luang.

Rescuers debated on the 
best plan to bring them out but 
ultimately decided on a risky 
operation that involved diving 
them through waterlogged pas-
sages while they were sedated 
to keep them calm and carry-
ing them out in military-grade 
stretchers.

Not even the foreign cave 
diving specialists who took part 
were sure the mission would 
work and many expressed relief 

when it was all over after the fi-
nal five were rescued on July 10.

Further attention was 
drawn to the rescue by a highly 
public spat between entrepre-
neur Elon Musk and a British 
caver who took part in the 
rescue.

Tesla CEO Musk called Ver-
non Unsworth a “pedo” in an 
extraordinary social media at-
tack, after the caving expert had 
ridiculed Musk’s plan to recover 
the trapped group using a mini-
ature submarine.

Musk today apologised to 
Unsworth over the slur, for 
which he had provided no jus-
tification or explanation. 

“(H)is actions against 
me do not justify my actions 
against him, and for that I 
apologize to Mr. Unsworth 
and to the companies I rep-
resent as leader,” Musk wrote 
on Twitter. “The fault is mine 
and mine alone.” Musk’s at-
tack on Unsworth had drawn 
widespread outrage and briefly 
sent shares in Tesla tumbling. 
Unsworth told AFP he may 
take legal action against Musk 
over the offensive tweet. 

Kabul, July 18 (IANS): Eleven Afghan journalists and 
media workers have been killed in the first half of the 
year amid deteriorating security, an independent 
media safety group said on Wednesday.

“The first six months of 2018 was the bloodiest 
reporting period for journalists and the media com-
munity in Afghanistan. About 89 cases of violence and 
intimidation were reported, 11 of which involved the 
killing of journalists,” Afghan Journalists Safety Com-
mittee (AJSC) told Xinhua news agency.

A group of nine reporters were killed on April 30 in 
a suicide bombing while they were covering a terror-
ist attack at a diplomatic district. The attack was later 
claimed by the Islamic State (IS) terrorist group.

Two other journalists were shot dead in southern 
Kandahar and eastern Khost provinces in the same 
month.

The press safety group also expressed concern 
over the continuation and expansion of violence and 
threats to Afghan journalists posed by terrorist groups, 
particularly Taliban and IS affiliates.

“The intensity and scale of violence has been un-
precedented during this period of 2018,” AJSC added.

Nicosia, July 18 (PTI/AFP): 
At least 19 refugees drowned 
and up to 30 were missing 
today after their boat sank 
in the Mediterranean off 
the north of Cyprus, local 
security forces said. 

The boat was carrying 
150 people when it went 
down off the coast of the 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot-
controlled portion of the 
island, which is only recog-
nised by Ankara.

Over 100 people were 
rescued in a joint opera-
tion by Turkish Cypriot and 
Turkish coastguards after 
the boat sank off the village 
of Gialousa (Yeni Erenkoy in 
Turkish) on the panhandle 
Karpas peninsula.

At least 19 drowned and 
between 25 and 30 were still 

missing, the Turkish Cypriot 
security forces (GKK) said in 
a statement. One severely 
wounded victim was taken 
by helicopter to Cyprus, the 
GKK added. Search efforts 
were under way to recover 
the missing with commer-
cial vessels also taking part, 
reports said. Turkey’s DHA 
news agency said that the 
refugees were Syrians seek-
ing to go to Europe but this 
had yet to be confirmed.

Cyprus, about 160 kilo-
metres from Syria’s coast, 
has not seen the massive 
inflow of migrants expe-
rienced by Turkey, Greece 
and Italy although asylum 
applications have risen 
sharply. The island has been 
divided since 1974 when 
Turkish troops invaded and 

occupied the northern third 
of the island in response 
to a Greek military junta-
sponsored coup.

Turkey has however 
been one of the hubs for 
refugees fleeing Syria and 
other trouble spots like Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

Over a million people, 
many fleeing the war in 
Syria, crossed to European 
Union member Greece 
from Turkey in 2015 after 
the onset of the bloc’s worst 
migration crisis since World 
War II.  Turkey struck a deal 
with the EU in 2016 in an 
effort to stem the flow of 
migrants, and agreed to 
take back illegal migrants 
landing on Greek islands 
in exchange for incentives 
including financial aid.

Moscow, July 18 (IANS): The 
Presidents of Russia and 
the US did not arrive at any 
secret agreements during 
their summit in Finland, the 
Russian Ambassador to the 
US said on Wednesday.

Anatoly Antonov’s state-
ment came amid a backlash 
against comments made by 
US President Donald Trump 
over Russia’s meddling in 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, an accusation that US 
intelligence agencies have 
confirmed but Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin has de-
nied on multiple occasions.

Trump had refused to 
denounce his Russian coun-
terpart for interfering in the 
US presidential campaign 
and instead contradicted 
American intelligence agen-
cies.

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
Trump-Putin summit, An-
tonov said: “There are no 
secret agreements reached 
at the meetings held in Hel-
sinki, as far as I know.” 

He said economic coop-
eration between both coun-
tries had been discussed 
between the leaders, but 
sanctions against Russia 
were not addressed. An-
tonov said Russia would try 
to help Trump normalize 
bilateral relations, but ad-
mitted it would not be easy 
for the US President.

The meeting between 
Trump and Putin on Mon-
day lasted four hours and 
featured a one-on-one 
meeting between the pair, 
but it ended without any 
agreements being an-
nounced. On Tuesday, 
Trump offered clarifications 
on remarks he made during 
Monday’s press conference 
with Putin, saying: “The 
sentence should have been: 
‘I don’t see any reason why it 
wouldn’t be Russia’.” 

Gaza, July 18 (IANS): Pal-
estinian Islamist group 
Hamas, which controls the 
Gaza strip, has announced 
it will gradually halt the 
launch of incendiary kites 
and balloons towards Is-
rael, the media reported.

The kites, some of 
which Israel says are also 
booby-trapped with explo-
sives, have wreaked havoc 
in the Israeli communities 
surrounding the Gaza Strip 
since the phenomenon be-
gan in April, sparking fires 
that have scorched thou-
sands of acres and caused 
vast damage.

Hamas made the an-
nouncement on Tuesday, 
according to Efe news. Re-
ports said that the group 
leadership decided to take 
action against the flaming 
kites “to prevent dragging 
Gaza into a war”. 

An agreement was 
reached after talks between 
Egypt and the UN Spe-
cial Coordinator (UNSCO) 
for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Nickolay Mlad-

enov, as he mediates with 
the Palestinians.

According to the UN-
SCO website, the Bulgar-
ian diplomat appealed to 
the Palestinians to pull 
back from “the brink of a 
confrontation” and to “give 
peace a chance”.

Multiple parties includ-
ing Egypt also told Ha-
mas that the kites must be 
stopped “to prevent giving 
Israel an excuse to launch 
a major military offensive”.

Hamas has now de-
ployed its security mem-
bers along the Israeli-
Gazan border to deter the 
launch of further incendi-
ary objects.

The launch of incendi-
ary flying objects began 
on March 30 coinciding 
with the Palestinian Great 
March of Return on its 
Gazan border with Israel, 
under Israeli blockade 
since 2007. 

Palestinian kites and 
balloons have caused over 
700 fires on Israeli soil and 
damaged Israeli farmlands. 

Johannesburg, July 18 (IANS): South Afri-
cans celebrated their late President Nelson 
Mandela’s 100th birth anniversary on 
Wednesday, remembering the life and 
legacy of the anti-apartheid leader and the 
country’s first black President through soli-
darity events, art and sport.

The celebrations began in earnest last 
week and on Tuesday former US President 
Barack Obama delivered a speech to a 
packed gathering of 15,000 people at an 
event organized by the Mandela Founda-
tion in Johannesburg.

Concerts, musical recitals, tributes at 
schools and exhibitions took place nation-
wide, while Wednesday’s main celebration 

was a political event led by South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa in Eastern Cape 
province, Mandela’s home region, Efe news 
reported. Solidarity initiatives and small 
tributes sprung up across the country to 
honour Mandela’s legacy of struggle as a 
freedom fighter.

On Sunday, a run was held in Johan-
nesburg through 27 historical points -- the 
same number of years Mandela spent in 
prison for fighting the racist system of op-
pression imposed by the country’s white 
minority. In the city of Cape Town, a mural 
of Mandela’s face was made with 29,000 
food cans, to be distributed among disad-
vantaged communities. 

Toronto, July 18 (IANS): Women 
entrepreneurs worldwide face 
funding challenge to scale their 
businesses due to investors’ trust 
deficit in the success of their firms, 
said some of them at a global 
women entrepreneur summit 
here.

“Investors, who are large-
ly men, are often interested in 
putting their money into firms 
run by young men in their 20s 
with no experience compared to 
women in 40s with lot of experi-
ence in their areas,” President and 
Chief Financial Officer of Toronto-
based gaming firm Blot Interac-
tive Norma Rossler told IANS. 

A majority of investors do not 
see the “potential” in firms led by 
women that they find in those 
businesses run by men, she said 
on the sidelines of Dell Women’s 
Entrepreneur Network (DWEN) 
summit held here from July 15-17.

Though women entrepre-
neurs worldwide are estimated 
to be 274 million, according to 
the Global Entrepreneurship 
Monitor for 2016-17, women-led 
businesses are known to receive 
fewer investments compared to 
those run by men, indicating stark 
gender bias.

Several studies depict that 
only about two to four per cent 
of venture capital is invested in 
women-owned firms across the 
world, making the survival of 
several female entrepreneur-led 
firms difficult.

About 110 women entre-
preneurs and investors from 16 
countries including Canada, US, 
Britain, Brazil, Australia, France, 
Japan, India, Mexico, Panama, 
South Africa -- with a majority 
from North America -- discussed 
during the summit various chal-
lenges faced by women entrepre-

neurs to set up and succeed in 
their businesses.

The women present at the 
event owned or led businesses 
related to technology, healthcare, 
lifestyle, communications, finan-
cial services, education among 
other fields and had experience 
ranging from less than five years 
to over 20 years.

They, however, found lack of 
access to funding, networks and 
trust among investors to be some 
of the key challenges plaguing 
their businesses.

Serving 15 years in the infor-
mation technology industry as 
the chief executive of ITLine Tech-
nology, a tech sales and services 
company in Brazil’s Sao Paulo, 
Sylvia Bellio said women leading 
firms across the world continue 
to struggle to be taken “seriously”.

“I find that male-dominated 
IT businesses do not take a wom-

an entrepreneur seriously no mat-
ter how much experience she has. 
A woman in IT has to work twice 
as hard as a man to be heard and 
become successful,” Bellio said.

Interventions by governments 
to help women-run businesses 
receive financial assistance can 
ensure their longevity and suc-
cess, she added.

Global platforms that allow 
female entrepreneurs to discuss 
and find solutions to the hurdles 
faced can also help them grow 
their businesses, said the man-
aging director of Delhi-based 
public relations firm Crosshairs 
Communication, Stuti Jalan, the 
lone Indian woman delegate at 
the summit.

Platforms designed for wom-
en entrepreneurs help in network-
ing and meeting businesswomen 
from across the world who are 
facing similar challenges with re-

spect to their growth and together 
find solutions to overcome the 
problems -- like access to funding, 
mentoring etc, she added.

Despite receiving low fund-
ing, women-run companies, 
however, perform better and yield 
better returns than those run by 
men, a study across 11,000 global 
companies by Scandinavian bank 
Nordea from last year said.

With an aim to promote 
women entrepreneurs, female 
investors like Singapore-based 
Pocket Sun, the founding partner 
of venture capitalist firm SoGal 
Ventures, are seeking out to in-
vest in women-led firms across 
countries. 

“Venture capitalism is a male-
dominated space, so we look for 
diverse, millennial ideas that can 
revolutionise the way people, es-
pecially women, lead their lives,” 
Sun added.

Thai cave boys speak of ‘miracle’ rescue after hospital discharge

11 Afghan journalists 
killed in six months

At least 19 drown in refugee 
boat sinking off north Cyprus

No secret 
deals reached 
between Putin, 
Trump — 
Russian envoy

Hamas to halt flaming 
kite attacks on Israel

S Africa celebrates Mandela’s 100th birth anniv.

‘Funding dogs global women entrepreneurs from scaling businesses’

AP/PTI

Coach Ekkapol Janthawong, left, and the 12 boys show their respect and thanks as they hold a portrait of Saman Gunan, 
the retired Thai SEAL diver who died during their rescue attempt, during a press conference in Chiang Rai, northern 
Thailand, Wednesday, July 18, 2018. The 12 boys and their soccer coach rescued after being trapped in a flooded cave 
in northern Thailand are recovering well and are eager to eat their favorite comfort foods after their expected discharge 
from a hospital soon. 
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Gary Barlow warns Robbie Williams
Singer Gary Barlow has issued a warning to his former Take That band member Robbie 
Williams ahead of his start on “The X Factor” as a judge. “It’s going to be great, but I know 
what’s to come with that show. I know what it does to you. He’s got some hard work ahead, 
that’s for sure. I’ve told him it’s a lot of hours - more than people realise. It’s tiring,” Barlow 
told thesun.co.uk. He claimed the editing made him out to be the “bad guy” when he took 
on Simon Cowell’s role as head judge of the show from 2011 to 2013. “They film you for 
eight hours until you’ve had enough and then you say something bad - and that’s what they 
use when it goes out,” he added. Even so, he urged viewers to watch the show to see Wil-
liams’ wild antics.  He said: “You’re definitely going to see him turning the air blue, so tune 
in. He’ll be disappointed if they don’t let him.” (IANS)

C
anadian entertainment company 
Cirque du Soleil will be making its India 
debut with its show “Bazzar” premiering 
in the country in November. 

The show, the company’s 43rd 
original production, will be brought to India by 
BookMyShow and will have its world premiere in 
Mumbai, followed by Delhi.

The production will be performed by Cirque du 
Soleil artists under the newest version of its famous 
Big Top Tent, which is 62 feet high and is 135 feet in 
diameter, and will seat more than 1500 guests. 

“After entertaining millions of people around 
the world for over 30 years, there are few remaining 
markets we have yet to visit. We have been look-
ing forward to introducing Cirque du Soleil to the 
Indian market, which is very important for our in-
ternational growth,” said Daniel Lamarre, President 
and CEO, Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group. 

Albert Almeida, COO-Non Movies, BookMy-
Show said, “Cirque du Soleil is an unbelievable en-
tertainment experience that has amazed millions of 
people across the world with its performances that 
defy ‘normal’ in every sense. We are excited to work 
with them as they prepare for a debut in India.” 

Cirque du Soleil is credited with reinventing 
circus and today it is considered a world leader in 
live entertainment. Their spectacular shows offer 
the audience striking and dramatic performances, 
featuring fascinating and whimsical costumes 
staged under magical lighting and set to original 
music compositions.

PTI

R
ocker Mike 
Shinoda is 
ready to get 
back with 
the rock band 

Linkin Park, a year after 
frontman Chester Ben-

nington’s death -- if that 
is what his band-
mates 
want.

The 
band re-
grouped for 
a memorial show at 
the Hollywood Bowl in 
October and Shinoda, 
who started playing 
solo sets at festivals 
this year, believes the 
time is right to at least 
talk about the future 
of Linkin Park, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

“I’m just taking it 
one step at a time and 

keeping my mind open to 
the possibilities, whether 

it’s doing things under my 
name or working with other 
artistes or producing tracks for 
somebody else or if the guys are 

at a point where they wanna 
play Linkin Park shows,” 

Shinoda told 

the 
website United 
Rock Nations.

He added: “Right now, 
honestly, the thing I’m most 
excited about and I’m focused 
on most is getting the (solo) live 
show together and making it 
the best it can be. It’s at a good 
place... I’ve been doing a one-
man show, but I think there’s a 
lot of room to grow and develop 
it, and I’m excited about 
continuing to do 
that.” 

Shinoda played 
his first solo shows 
since Bennington took 
his own life last year in 
May.

IANS

T
he Grammys, 
which were 
held last year 
at New York’s 
Madison 

Square Garden for the 
first time since 2003, will 
return to Los Angeles for 
its 61st edition on Febru-
ary 10.

CBS said on Tuesday 
that the annual awards 
ceremony will be broad-
cast live from the Staples 
Centre, reports deadline.
com.

Nominations will be 
announced in all 84 cat-
egories on December 5.

After alternating 
between Los Angeles 
and New York for much 
of the Grammys history, 
the show moved to Los 
Angeles’ Sta-

ples Center in 1999 after 
a public feud between 
then-Academy head 
Michael Greene and 
then-New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani.

“We are delighted to 
host the world’s premier 
music event back in our 
hometown and look 
forward to celebrating 
the remarkable musical 
contributions made by 
songwriters, producers, 
engineers, mixers and 
recording artists,” said 
Neil Portnow, President/
CEO of the Recording 
Academy.

“As always, Grammy 
season will kick off with 
a series of events that 
showcase various genres 

of music, educa-
tional programs 
and our charitable 
initiatives. We look 
forward to work-
ing with our Los 
Angeles partners 
to produce some 
remarkable and 
unforgettable 
events,” said 
Portnow.

IANS

B
lur bassist Alex James has 
taken aim at Led Zeppelin 
and the Rolling Stones.

The Britpop musician-
turned-cheesemaker 

launched a scathing attack on older 
musicians during a recent interview 
with The Mirror, referring to them as 
“grotesque” caricatures.

He says: “There are rumours of Led 
Zeppelin getting back together again 
and nobody really wants to hear their 
fucking new record, do they? They 
want to listen to Stairway To Heaven.

“How old were they when they did 
Stairway To Heaven? Like 20 or some-
thing? And how old are they now, they 
are f****ng 70.

“It’s insane. At least people want to 
come in and try my cheese as well as 
listen to Parklife. That is really impor-
tant. I think it’s really good that I’ve got 
something else to talk about.”

He adds: “You have to do it other-
wise you become this weird, grotesque 
caricature of yourself by the time you 
get old like Mick Jagger.

“I’ve been listening to the Rolling 
Stones recently, but I wouldn’t f****ng 
go and listen to them live, f****ng hell. 

You can’t be Jumping Jack when you 
are 78.”

There’s been a flurry of activity 
surrounding the surviving members 
of Led Zep this year, with the band 
celebrating their 50th anniversary.

Loudersound

F
oo Fighters’ 
guitarist Chris 
Shiflett has an-
nounced plans 
to sell part of his 

guitar collection.
He’ll put 20 instru-

ments up for sale online 
tomorrow (July 19) via 
Reverb.com – including 
the 2002 Gibson Firebird 
V Reissue he played in the 
Foos video for All My Life.

Shiflett says: “I have 
an excess of guitars that 
I’ve gotten over the years. 
I have more than I could 
even really play and 
more than I do play. A lot 
of them sit around our 
studio and collect dust – 
and a lot of them are cool 
guitars.

“It would be fun to 
see these things find a 
home elsewhere, where 
somebody’s going to actu-
ally play them and put 
scratches on them.

“I’m going to take 
these 20 guitars and turn 
them into two guitars! 
That’s kind of my plan.”

Among the other 
instruments that’ll be 
up for sale is the Fender 
Chris Shiflett Signa-
ture Telecaster Deluxe 
Prototype which was 
sent to him during the 
early stages of the design 
process, a 1990s Gibson 
‘61 SG Les Paul Custom 
Reissue, and a Gretsch 
Brian Setzer Signature 
Black Phoenix.

Explaining his love 
of the Stray Cats, Shiflett 
says: “I wanted a Gretsch 

that would be rocking 
enough for Foo Fighters 
stuff. There was a period 

when I toured a lot with 
this.”

loudersound

“T
he Sisterhood 
of the Traveling 
Pants” is set to be 
the latest film to 
be adapted for a 

new stage musical.
Blake Lively, Amber Tamblyn, 

America Ferrera, and Alexis Bledel 
starred as best friends preparing to 
spend their first summer apart in 

the 2005 movie and its sequel, “The 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 
2”, in 2008.

Scott Delman will produce the 
project for Blue Spruce Produc-
tions after obtaining the live theat-
rical rights. Casting details and an 
expected launch date are yet to be 
announced, reports variety.com.

The films were originally based 

on author Ann Brashares’ young 
adult series of the same name.

The news of the stage show 
emerges as rumours of a third 
movie continue to rumble. In April, 
Bledel said all four actresses are 
keen to reunite onscreen, saying: 
“We just pitched the third movie. I 
hope it comes together”.

IANS

S
inger Tyrese Gib-
son has taken 
one step towards 
squashing his 
beef with actor 

Dwayne Johnson follow-
ing their public spat about 
the future of the “Fast & 
Furious” franchise by ad-
mitting he went too far.

The two actors fell out 
last year when Gibson 
slammed Johnson’s 
decision to push on with a 
“Fast & Furious” spin-off, 
delaying the production 
of the ninth instalment 
of the film series, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

The movie “Hobbs 
and Shaw”, focuses on 

Johnson’s character Luke 
Hobbs and Deckard Shaw, 
played by Jason Statham, 
and hits cinemas in 2019. 

“Fast and Furious 9” is 
slated for a 2020 release.

Johnson confirmed 
he and Gibson had yet to 
speak about the drama 
during a recent appear-
ance on TV chat show 
“Watch What Happens 
Live” sharing: “That whole 
thing with Tyrese, it was 
pretty disappointing 
because I’d been friends 
with Tyrese for a very long 
time.”

He said: “I always feel 
like a beef requires two 
people to actually jump 

in it. It was really one-
sided, and he had voiced 
his opinion a lot on social 
media.”

And now Gibson has 
opened up about the spat 
in a chat with Van Lathan 
for his podcast saying he 
was not “professional” or 
“cool”.

Gibson now freely says 
he may have gone too far, 
adding Johnson didn’t 
deserve much of what he 
said: “I don’t really recall 
anything that he either 
said directly or sublimi-
nally that was ever as big 
of a deal as the way I was 
going at him.”

IANS

P
op singer Brit-
ney Spears says 
her kids are 
unaware about 
her celebrity 

status. 
The 36-year-old 

musician said her sons, 
Sean Federline (12) and 
Jayden Federline (11), 
who she shares with 
former husband, DJ 
Kevin Federline, are busy 
with skateboarding these 
days. 

“They don’t see me 
as famous. They’re really 
into skateboarding right 
now. They’re not into 
celebrities - they’re into 
celebrity skateboard 
people. So mom’s show 
business thing isn’t really 
their interest,” Spears 
told Entertainment 
Tonight.

The “Piece of me” hit-
maker said her children 
like her music but they 
have an acquired taste.

“Yes, but they have 
their own thing going 
on, they are very, very 
meticulous about what 
they listen to and what 
they want to hear. 

“They’ve just got new 
DJ sets in their room 
so they are constantly... 
They are really brilliant, 
really good. They’ll give 
their dad a run for their 
money!” she said.

PTI

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

10am, 8pm: Sanju (Hindi)

1pm, 3.15 pm, 5.30 pm: 
Ant Man and The Wasp 

(Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Cirque du Soleil 
coming to India

Mike Shinoda ready to 
reunite with Linkin Park

Grammys will be back 
in Los Angeles for 2019

Blur bassist slams Led Zeppelin 
and the Rolling Stones

Foo Fighters’ Chris Shiflett to sell guitar collection

‘Sisterhood Of The Traveling Pants’ 
gets musical adaptation

Tyrese Gibson wants to end 
feud with Dwayne Johnson

My children 
don’t see me 
as famous, 
says Britney 
Spears
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Eoin Morgan

Arsene Wenger

Iniesta signs autographs as he is greeted by Vissel Kobe supporters during his arrival at the Kansai 
International airport in Osaka.

Neeraj Chopra

Sebastian Vettel and Lewis Hamilton

Members of All Nagaland Amateur Muaythai Association posing for the lens.

Rishabh Pant and Mohammad Shami

We were clinical, says 
England captain Eoin Morgan

Vettel, Mercedes both hungry for home successNeeraj Chopra strikes 
gold at French meet

Wenger says he regrets staying at Arsenal for 22 years

Pant gets maiden call; Shami back for first 3 England Tests

Fans cheer as Iniesta lands in Japan to join Vissel Kobe

Nagaland muay thai team to participate at national championship

Tendulkar joins forces with Middlesex to launch academy

Leeds, July 18 (PTI): Eng-
land captain Eoin Morgan 
says his team was simply 
“clinical” in the series-
clinching win over India in 
the third and final ODI here, 
a feat that was achieved af-
ter quickly learning from 
the “mistakes” committed 
in the first two games. 

India lost by eight wick-
ets as England rode on Joe 
Root’s 13th ODI century 
to chase down a target of 
257 in 44.3 overs last night. 
The series ended 2-1 in the 
home team’s favour.

“We started poorly. As 
the series has gone on we 
have improved. It is a ben-
efit of playing a bilateral 
series,” Morgan said in the 
post-match press confer-
ence.

“That constant im-
provement has been bril-
liant since Trent Bridge. 
Today I thought it was clini-
cal, right from the get go. 
Mark Wood got the ball 
swinging with David Willey 
for three or four overs and 
India never seemed to get 
away from us from there,” 
he added.

Root and Morgan were 
involved in an unbeaten 
186-run partnership. It was 
the second consecutive 
hundred for Root after his 
effort at the Lord’s, and it 
puts him in good stead for 
the five-Test series begin-
ning on August 1.

“I think it is extremely 
encouraging (for the Test 

series). The composure he’s 
shown, particularly in the 
last two games, is the Joe 
Root we know and trust.

“He’s been outstanding 
even when he’s been low on 
runs, around the group he’s 
been the same guy, hungry 
for runs and hopefully that 
continues for the rest of the 
summer,” Morgan said.

With yesterday’s knock, 
Root went top of the list 
among English batsmen to 
score ODI hundreds.

When asked if he was 
the best in that list, Morgan 
replied, “I think it’s difficult 
to say because we’ve guys 
that were halfway through 
their careers that have huge 
potential that can be as 
good as Joe, or even be bet-

ter, or have more contribu-
tions.

“If it’s not the next World 
Cup, it will be the next. Guys 
in their late 20s and mid-to-
late 20s can still contribute 
as much as Joe has done. 
(But) He’s an absolutely un-
believable cricketer.” 

Root was instrumen-
tal in the manner England 
contended with Kuldeep 
Yadav since the Lord’s 
game. Ever since regaining 
his composure against wrist 
spin, Root drove England to 
victory in the latter games 
of this series. 

“It’s hard for me to com-
pare red ball and white ball 
because it’s different pick-
ing the seam on the ball. 
I’m very proud of the way 

Paris, July 18 (Reuters): Ar-
sene Wenger has said stay-
ing as Arsenal manager for 
nearly 22 years may have 
been the biggest mistake 
of his career and that he 
regrets sacrificing “every-
thing” for the job.

T h e  6 8 - y e a r - o l d 
Frenchman, who was ap-
pointed in Oct. 1996, left 
the north London club at 
the end of last season af-
ter winning three Premier 
League titles and seven FA 
Cups.

In an interview with 
French outlet RTL, Wenger 
said he will make a decision 
on his future “in the next 
few months”.

When asked what was 
the biggest mistake of his 
career, Wenger said: “Per-
haps staying at the same 
club for 22 years.

“I’m someone who likes 
new things, likes change. 
But I also like challenges. I 
was a little bit of a prisoner 
to my challenge each time.”

Wenger admitted he 
was obsessed with ensur-
ing Arsenal’s success on the 

we’ve improved through-
out. But Kuldeep hasn’t 
played that many games, 
I’m sure they’ll come back 
with something different.

“Adil Rashid has been at 
the top of his game for the 
last few years but he’s made 
unbelievable changes, frac-
tional changes, variations 
and he reads the game 
well,” Morgan opined.

In this battle for brag-
ging rights as the best ODI 
side currently, England 
have come out on top and 
are now ranked favourites 
for the 2019 World Cup.

Morgan said the chal-
lenge will be to maintain 
consistency until the 2019 
World Cup after beating In-
dia 2-1 in the three-match 
series.

“...be better at dealing 
with them (the challenges) 
from the start as opposed 
to making big mistakes and 
then improving on them 
as we go along. The World 
Cup is 10 games. I presume 
by the time the last group 
stage game is played it will 
be the best four teams top-
ping the group.

“One of the disadvan-
tages is you play a differ-
ent team every time and 
that’s hard to replicate. The 
challenge will be trying to 
show the consistency that 
we’ve had and continue 
that hunger to improve. 
We have a lot of white-ball 
cricket leading into the 
World Cup,” he signed off.

pitch, adding that sacrifices 
in his personal life were one 
the hardest parts of being a 
manager.

“I regret having sacri-
ficed everything I did be-
cause I realise I’ve hurt a 
lot of people around me,” 
he added.

“I’ve neglected a lot of 

people. I’ve neglected my 
family, I’ve neglected many 
close ones. Deep down 
though, the obsessed man 
is selfish in his pursuit of 
what he loves. He ignores a 
lot of other things. But it’s a 
bone to chase at the same 
time.”

Wenger was also con-

Dimapur, July 18 (EMN): A 
seven member team of All 
Nagaland Amateur Muay-

thai Association will be 
participating in the 19th 
National Amateur Muay-

thai (MTI) championship 
(junior and sub-junior) 
that will be held at Sakthi 

Hockenheim (Germany), 
July 18 (Reuters): Sunday’s 
German Grand Prix could 
be Sebastian Vettel’s last 
chance to win on home 
soil but Lewis Hamilton 
will be doing all he can to 
deny Ferrari’s Formula One 
championship leader that 
particular pleasure.

Hockenheim is also 
home for Hamilton’s em-
ployers Mercedes and after 
Vettel beat the Briton at Sil-
verstone a week ago, there 
is plenty of desire to get one 
back on a rival who grew up 
in nearby Heppenheim.

Regardless of the ex-
pected clash between the 
title contenders, the week-
end will still be special be-
cause the race was not on 
the calendar last year and 
its future remains uncer-
tain.

Hockenheim’s contract 
expires after this year’s race 
and, despite the sport’s 
commercial rights holders 
Liberty Media saying how 
keen they are to keep his-
toric venues, the two sides 

fident that former Arsenal 
players Thierry Henry and 
Patrick Vieira, who are now 
pursuing coaching careers, 
have the qualities to suc-
ceed at the top level.

Vieira recently became 
Nice coach, while Henry, 
assistant to Belgium boss 
Roberto Martinez at the 
World Cup, has quit his 
Sky Sports punditry role 
to focus on becoming a 
manager.

H o w e v e r,  We n g e r 
warned the French pair 
of the sacrifices involved 
in following a coaching 
career.

“Often, I’m asked if 
Thierry Henry and Patrick 
Vieira will be good manag-
ers and I always answer 
yes,” he said.

“They have all  the 
qualities; they are intel-
ligent, they know football, 
they have excellent skill 
sets, but do they want to 
sacrifice what needs to be 
sacrificed to do only that? 
It’s an obsession which 
bounces around your head 
day and night.”

appear at odds.
“We would like to have 

a contract which will take 
the risk from us. This is the 
basic point... we cannot 
continue in the same way,” 
Hockenheim-Ring market-
ing director Jorn Teske said 
in May.

“A lot of people might 
want a risk-free contract 
but that’s not our business 
model,” Formula One’s 

commercial managing di-
rector Sean Bratches said in 
response.

Hockenheim was al-
ready alternating with the 
Nuerburgring before that 
circuit pulled out for finan-
cial reasons and there are 
no obvious permanent re-
placements.

All of which makes this 
year’s gathering in the Rhine 
valley a standout for the 

fans, who have been bring-
ing with them a party atmo-
sphere since the Michael 
Schumacher glory days.

“I saw my first Formu-
la One race here in 2000, 
and since there are always 
friends and family here, 
Hockenheim is something 
very special for me,” Vettel 
remarked.
Fourth win
The German, whose only 

New Delhi, July 18 (PTI): 
India’s star javelin thrower 
Neeraj Chopra comfort-
ably won the gold at the 
Sotteville Athletics meet in 
France, beating a competi-
tive field which included 
2012 London Olympics 
gold-medallist Keshorn 
Walcott.

Chopra’s  throw of 
85.17m put him way ahead 
of the field, including Mol-
dova’s Andrian Mardare 
( 8 1 . 4 8 m )  a n d  L i t h u -
ania’s Edis Matusevicius 
(79.31m), who finished sec-
ond and third respectively.

Waclott of Trinidad and 
Tobago came up with a 
throw of 78.26m, which was 
only enough for fifth place.

The 20-year-old Indi-
an from Panipat had first 
made headlines when he 
won the gold in the 2016 
World Junior Champion-
ship with a record throw of 
86.48m.

He also won the gold at 
the Commonwealth Games 

home win to date was with 
Red Bull at the Nuerbur-
gring in 2013, leads his 
fellow-four times world 
champion by eight points, 
while Ferrari are 20 clear in 
the constructors’ standings.

Hamilton won at Hock-
enheim in 2016 and will be 
going for a fourth German 
GP win to rival Schum-
acher’s record tally.

“Going to Hockenheim 
always feels like coming 
home; it’s only about a 
90 minute drive from the 
Daimler headquarters in 
Stuttgart,” Mercedes team 
principal Toto Wolff said.

“We will fight hard to 
not only put on a good show 
for our friends and fans in 
Hockenheim, but also get 
the result that they will be 
hoping for.”

Sunday also marks the 
second half of the season, 
even if the natural divide 
comes with the August 
break that follows Hungary 
the weekend after Germany.

Mercedes have dropped 
important points in the last 

three races through mis-
fortune and mechanical 
problems, and have work to 
do if they are to claim both 
titles for the fifth year in 
succession.

While they have taken 
five poles from 10 races, the 
champions have only con-
verted three into wins — all 
for Hamilton — and scored 
61 points from the recent 
triple-header compared to 
98 for Ferrari.

Red Bull (65) have also 
out-scored Mercedes in 
that period, and claimed 
more fastest laps (five) 
this season than any oth-
er team, despite lacking 
power on the fast straights. 
They wil l  fancy their 
chances in Hungary, if not 
Hockenheim.

“In the end, pace nor-
mally tells over the course 
of a season, and if we bring 
it to bear in the next 11 
races, we will muscle our 
way back into a title race 
that is very much ours to 
win,” Mercedes technical 
head James Allison said.

in Gold Coast earlier this 
year before breaking the 
national record with a 
87.43m effort at the Doha 
Diamond League, where he 
finished fourth. 

“Well done Neeraj...
keep going...Congratula-
tions to Neeraj and coach 
Uwe Hohn (former World 
Record Holder in javelin 
throw). Thank you SAI and 
Govt of India for agreeing 
to send Neeraj to Finland 
along with coach for train-
ing on recommendation 
of Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI),” AFI President 
Adille Sumariwala tweeted 
praising the youngster.

Tokyo, July 18 (AFP): 
Hundreds of football fans 
flocked to cheer Barce-
lona legend Andres Iniesta 
when he arrived in Japan 
on Wednesday to join his 
new club Vissel Kobe.

The 34-year-old Span-
ish World Cup winner, who 
lifted 32 major trophies 
at Barca and made over 
600 appearances for the 
Catalan giants, completed 
a big-money move to Japan 
in May.

About 300 fans came to 
Kansai airport at Osaka in 
western Japan to greet Ini-
esta when he arrived in the 
early morning, according to 
a Vissel Kobe spokesman.

“I was looking forward 
to coming to Japan. I want 
to play as soon as possible,” 
Iniesta said, according to 
the spokesman.

“I hope to get ready for 
Sunday and show the fans 
good play.”

Iniesta’s choice of Kobe 
is arguably Japanese foot-
ball’s biggest transfer coup, 
with many top players now 
moving to cash-rich Chi-
nese clubs in the twilight of 

their careers.
Iniesta had said that 

moving to a Chinese club 
was also an option for him.

His signing is a time-
ly boost to the J-League, 

which attracted luminaries 
such as Brazilian great Zico 
and England’s Gary Lineker 
when it began in 1993 but 
has struggled to lure mar-
quee players in recent years.

Iniesta will join former 
Arsenal striker Lukas Po-
dolski in the western port 
city of Kobe after Podol-
ski completed a move from 
Galatasaray last summer.

Mumbai, July 18 (Reuters): 
Retired India batting great 
Sachin Tendulkar has joined 
forces with Middlesex 
Cricket to launch an acad-
emy for budding male and 
female cricketers.

T h e  a c a d e m y  w i l l 
provide training for chil-
dren between the ages 

of nine and 14 through a 
curriculum developed by 
the coaches at the county 
and Tendulkar, who is the 
world’s leading run-scorer 
in both tests and one-day 
internationals.

“I am delighted to be 
partnering with Middle-
sex Cricket on this new 

venture,” Tendulkar, who 
retired in 2013 with more 
than 34,000 international 
runs to his name, said in a 
statement.

“The objective is not 
only to produce good crick-
eters but also good global 
citizens of the future.

“Through this associa-

tion, Middlesex and I are 
focused on providing the 
very best in cricket educa-
tion, as much as possible, 
for our students.”

Me rc h a n t  Ta y l o r ’s 
School in Northwood will 
host the Tendulkar Middle-
sex Global Academy’s first 
cricket camp from Aug. 6-9.

New Delhi, July 18 (IANS): 
Explosive wicketkeeper-
batsman Rishabh Pant was 
on Wednesday picked as 
the second choice stumper 
as the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
recalled pacer Mohammed 
Shami in the 18-member 
squad for the first three 
Tests of the five-match rub-
ber against England.
Pant was rewarded with 
the Test call-up following a 
successful run with the wil-
low in the Indian Premier 
League (IPL).

S h a m i ,  w h o  w a s 
dropped from the lone Test 
match against Afghani-
stan for failing a fitness 
test, made his way back to 
the team after clearing the 
mandatory yo-yo test. Mid-
dle-order batsman Karun 
Nair has also been re-called 
to the squad while Rohit 
Sharma failed to make it.

Hills Resort, Rajarajesh-
wari Nagar, Bengaluru 
from July 19 till the 22nd 
according to a press state-
ment received here on 
Wednesday, July 18.

The team will be par-
ticipating under Meren 
and Botovi Achumi. The 
following fighters – H. 
Pangmei (coach), Raj Ku-
mar (boxer), Pholih (boxer) 
and Kennito Chishi (ref-
eree and judge) will be 
representing Nagaland.

It may be noted that 
the gold medalist will make 
a direct entry to the World 
Muaythai Championship 
to be held in Bangkok from 
August 3 till the 11th.

Pacer Jasprit Bumrah, 
who is recuperating from a 
thumb injury, has been in-
cluded in the squad, but will 
be available for selection 
from the second Test on-
wards based on his fitness, a 
BCCI statement confirmed.

Meanwhile, fellow pace-
man Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
has his back injury after 
featuring in the third One-
day International (ODI) 

against England on Tuesday 
and was left out of the first 
three Tests. “Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar aggrevated a lower 
back condition in the third 
ODI against England. His 
condition is being assessed 
by the BCCI medical team 
and a call on his inclusion in 
the Test squad will be made 
soon,” the board said.

India’s squad for first 
three Tests against England: 

Virat Kohli (Captain), Shi-
khar Dhawan, Lokesh Ra-
hul, Murali Vijay, Chetesh-
war Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane 
(vice-captain), Karun Nair, 
Dinesh Karthik ( WK), 
Rishabh Pant (WK), Ravi-
chandran Ashwin, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav, Har-
dik Pandya, Ishant Sharma, 
Mohd. Shami, Umesh Ya-
dav, Jasprit Bumrah, Shar-
dul Thakur.
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Members of the SMI speaking to media persons during a press conference in Mokokchung town on 
Wednesday, July 18.

EM Images

Players of Sechii Zubza FC (blue) and Khriekesa FC vying for the ball during their league match at the 
Kohima local ground on Wednesday, July 18.

EM Images

File photo of Belgium players and team staff posing for a team picture after defeating England in the third place match at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the St. Petersburg Stadium in St. Petersburg, Russia on July 14. 

AP/PTI

Former Paris Saint-Germain coach Unai Emery, who is now in 
charge of Arsenal.

Hima Das of India celebrates her victory in women's 400 metres at the 
2018 IAAF World U20 Championships in Tampere, Finland.

Mixed feelings for Belgium 
as they are feted by fans

The Spearhead Motorsport 
Initiative to host motor rally in Mkg

Kohima Football League: Sechii Zubza FC debut ends in draw; Twenty XI FC winPires hails new manager Emery 
as Arsenal's 'best signing'

Hima's historic gold rejuvinates sleepy Assam village

Moscow, July 18 (Reuters): 
Belgium will be acclaimed 
at celebrations in Brussels 
on Sunday with thousands 
expected to hail the team 
but they will carry mixed 
feelings about their achieve-
ment at the World Cup.

Victory in Saturday's 
third place playoff over 
England in St Petersburg 
ensured a best ever tourna-
ment return for the Belgians 
but they are likely to be long 
haunted by a nagging sense 
they might have done so 

much better.
The so-called 'golden 

generation' had sights 
firmly set on winning the 
World Cup and were well 
on course after proving their 
mental fortitude in a dra-
matic come-from-behind 
win over Japan and then 
going toe-to-toe with Bra-
zil and beating them in the 
quarter-final.

But a narrow semi-final 
defeat to France last Tues-
day left them crestfallen, 
even though they admi-

rably picked themselves 
up to easily beat England 
2-0 in taking the bronze 
medal.

" I  t h i n k  i f  we  h a d 
played the final we would 
have won the World Cup," 
said center back Vincent 
Kompany, who at 32 is 
unlikely to have another 
chance in Qatar in 2022.

"But third place is con-
solation for our supporters 
and a nice reward for us. 
We played seven matches 
here and won six of them."

A total of 16 goals in 
Russia was also testament 
to their ability but, in the 
end, a team bristling with 
potentially tournament-
winning talent were sty-
mied in their semi-final by 
France’s superior tactics 
and got caught out at a 
corner to see their dreams 
slip away in a narrow 1-0 
loss.

Players such as captain 
Eden Hazard, Kevin De 
Bruyne, Romelu Lukaku 
and goalkeeper Thibault 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 18 (EMN): The Spear-
head Motorsport Initiative (SMI), Mokok-
chung will be hosting a motorsport event 
“Throttle Thrust III” from August 2-3 at 
tourist village Longkhum in celebration of 
Tsungremmong Hornbill Festival, Mokok-
chung.

Speaking to media persons during a 
press conference at the treasurer resident, 
SMI officials said the event will have two 
formats of competition – Hill climb and Au-
tocross under three categories: SUV, below 
1300cc and above 1300cc.

SMI official also informed that Hill 
climb format is a first of its kind in Nagaland 
which will be hundred per cent tarmacs. Hill 
climb will cover a distance of 4 kilometres 
starting from NAP second gate, Alichen to 
Longkhum on day one while Autocross will 
be held at Longkhum local ground covering 
a distance of two kilometres on day two.  

The flag-off event will be held at Im-
kongmeren Sports complex on August 2. 

The organisers are expecting participants 
from Assam, Meghalaya, and Delhi, besides 
competitors from across the state.

It was informed that Tongpang Ozukum 
Minister PWD is expected to attend the 
occasion on August 3 as the chief patron. 
The total cash prize for the winners would 
be up to INR 3 lakhs along with trophy and 
certificates.

Besides the competitions, the organiser 
has arranged cultural presentations, tour 
to tourist spots around the village; food 
and drinks stalls will be open adding more 
fervour to Tsungremmong festival.

Registration for the competition will 
be open from July 20. On spot registration 
and scrutiny will be done on August 1 from 
10 am to 5 pm at Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex.

Forms can be downloaded from 
Team Spearhead official facebook page 
www.facebook.com/spearheadmotors-
port. Interested parties can also contact 
8732082077/7642825097.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 18 (EMN): 
Debutant team Sechii Zub-
za FC first match in the 
second edition of Kohima 
Football League against 
Khriekesa FC ended in a 1-1 
draw here at the Kohima lo-
cal ground on Wednesday.

Sechii Zubza FC came 
from behind to snatch a 
point against Khriekesa 
FC but failed to finish the 
game to take three points at 
the end of the match.

Sechii Zubza FC started 
the match brightly and it 
was the opponent goal-
keeper Neimezo Houza 
who came in the rescue 
to save the blushes of 
Khriekesa FC with his qual-
ity goalkeeping and kept 
the match in a stalemate in 
the first half.

Vekhruto Resu came for 
the rescue to score a stun-
ner from a long range kick 
outside the D box to give 
Khriekesa FC the lead in the 
53rd minute. Sechii Zubza 
FC fought back and scored 
the equaliser through 
Laloureiyang Aloumei in 
the 63rd min in the midst 
of the rain and soggy wet 
ground.

Courtois will likely be back 
in four years' should Bel-
gium qualify for the next 
World Cup, but other key 
elements like Kompany, 
Marouane Fellaini, Jan 
Vertongen and Axel Witsel 
likely not.

"A lot has been said 
about this group of play-
ers. I think that we have 
seen at this World Cup 
that they did not rely on 
their talent alone," said 
coach Roberto Martinez, 
who now faces much ex-
pectation for the European 
Championship in 2020.

"Talent can take you 
far but sometime not far 
enough and these players 
showed they wanted play 
as team."

There Belgium are 
unlikely to be a much-
changed team and so will 
be among the favorites to 
first qualify and then go on 
and win a first major title.

But while Euro 2020 
carries major prestige, it is 
not the World Cup and Bel-
gium will remain forever 
wandering what might 
have been had they tak-
en their chances against 
France and not given away 
a soft goal.

With the goal, Sechii 
Zubza FC could have found 
the back of the net again 
but the players wasted nu-
merous opportunities to 

score, Aloumei failed to 
score in numerous attempt 
as the match ended in 1-1 
draw.

Meanwhile Twenty XI 

FC Viswema overpowered 
Vanguard FC 2-1 in the first 
match to register their first 
win in the tournament.

Hard luck for Vanguard 

 Bengaluru, July 18 (Re-
uters): Arsenal made their 
best signing of the transfer 
window when they appoint-
ed Spaniard Unai Emery 
as their new manager, the 
Premier League club’s for-
mer winger Robert Pires 
has said.

The north London outfit 
chose Emery, a former Se-
villa and Paris St Germain 
boss, to succeed long-serv-
ing manager Arsene Wenger 
in May and the 46-year-old 
has already signed five new 
players as he overhauls the 
squad.

“The best signing for me 
is Unai Emery, the manager. 
Of course I believe in the 
players, and especially the 
new players,” Pires, who 
played under Wenger for six 
years between 2000-06, told 
Sky Sports News.

“He won in Spain. He 
won in France. He has a lot 
of experience and I hope 
for him and Arsenal that he 
is successful with the club.”

Uruguay international 
Lucas Torreira and teenager 
Matteo Guendouzi became 

Guwahati, July 18 (IANS): 
Not many in the country 
would have been familiar 
with Kandhulimari village in 
Dhing -- a small town situ-
ated approximately 20 kilo-
meters from Nagaon district 
headquarters, narrowed by 
a land-eating Brahmaputra 
-- until 18-year-old sprinter 
Hima Das scripted history 
by clinching a 400 metres 
gold at the IAAF World U-20 
Championships at Tampere 
in Finland last week.

Back in my native Nag-
aon for a week's break, with 
the monsoon at its peak, it 
was another lazy day when 
this correspondent woke 
up to the news of Hima's 
golden feat even as the lo-
cals erupted in joy and all 
roads leading to Dhing were 
choked -- after all, Hima be-
came the second Assamese 

athlete after Bhogeswar Ba-
ruah to win an international 
gold medal.

Baruah had clinched the 
yellow metal in the men's 
800m event at the Bang-
kok Asian Games, way back 
in 1966 and had once la-
mented if he would live to 
see another Bhogeswar but 
felt glad that he was proved 
wrong.

"We have someone bet-
ter," the 77-year-old said 
when asked about Hima's 
feat.

Somehow after battling 
the traffic for an hour or so, 
I managed to reach Kan-
dhulimari, one of the five 
Assamese villages on the 
eastern edge of the mighty 
Brahmaputra where Hima 
was born to rice farmers 
Ranjit Das and Jonali Das.

The village, with a popu-

lation of around 5,000, wore 
a festive look notwithstand-
ing the showers from the 
heavens, with the locals 
playing the dhol, taal and 
gogona (musical instru-
ments mostly used dur-
ing Bihu celebrations), and 
many offering prayers at the 
local 'Naamghar' (temple).

Hima's old Assam-type 
house at No. 3, Kandhuli-
mari village, was thronged 
by hundreds of locals even 
as the 18 members of the 
joint family were still to 
come to terms with the his-
toric feat of the teenager the 
previous night -- marred by 
a power cut which prevent-
ed them from savouring her 
moment of glory.

"Hima called up her 
mother at around 9 p.m. 
on Thursday night and said 
that her event would start 

FC side as they failed to 
capitalise on their oppor-
tunities that came their way 
to suffer a defeat as they 
also marked their entry to 
Kohima Football League.

In the match, Twenty 
XI FC opened the account 
through Apotso Rhetso in 
the 35th minute. Vanguard 
on the other hand failed 
to find the back of the net 
as the first half ended in 
favour of Twenty FC side.

Vanguard goal did come 
in the 73th minute through 
the captain Yhumshalo 
Kemp but in the midst of 
the goal celebration, Viho 
Kin immediately scored the 
second goal in 74th min-
ute to take the lead again. 
Viswema team defended 
the score to win the match 
2-1.

Kovi Meyase, Joint Sec-
retary attended day-2 of 
KFL as the match patron. 
The organisers extended 
gratitude to Khriekesa FC 
and Sechii Zubza FC for 
clearing off a portion of the 
galleries after the match.

Thursday’s match
Ziekezou Sporting Club vs 

New Market FC at 2 pm  

in a couple of hours, we all 
were eager to watch it on 
television but then there 
was a four-hour power fail-
ure," her aunt, Puspalata 
told IANS.

"We woke up to the 

news that she won the gold 
and couldn't stop our tears, 
as the village erupted in 
joy. We were all quite sad 
that she failed at the (Gold 
Coast) Commonwealth 
Games, but she has a never-

say-die attitude and finally 
succeeded. This is just the 
start," she added.

Recalling Hima's child-
hood, her mother Jonali 
said the athlete had always 
been a competitive charac-
ter and hated losing. Elabo-
rating on an incident when 
Hima's request for a lift back 
home from her school was 
ignored by a passenger ve-
hicle driver, she challenged 
the driver and beat the ve-
hicle to her home, situated 
two kilometres away.

Jonali further said that 
her daughter would prac-
tice running before dawn 
at the local grazing ground, 
around 50 metres from their 
house as the villagers let 
their cattle loose post sun-
rise.

Hima took to athlet-
ics when she was nine un-

der her father's tutelage 
and continued doing so till 
Samsul Hoque, the sports 
teacher at Dhing Nobodoy 
Vidyalaya, noticed her at an 
inter-school competition in 
which Hima, then a Class 
IX student of Dhing Public 
School, had participated.

Hoque had then spotted 
the talent in the youngster 
and he introduced her to 
the district and state selec-
tors, as she went on to train 
under Nipon Das in Guwa-
hati for the past 17 months 
and the rest is history.

Besides her sporting 
abilities, the teenager has 
leadership skills too and 
she displayed that in style 
when she led a group of lo-
cal women in dismantling 
an illegal liquor outlet at 
Auni-Ati, a nearby village. 

The owner of the outlet 

dragged her 52-year-old 
father to court but, he ap-
peared unperturbed and 
said: "The case is going on 
but am not at all worried. 
After all, my daughter hasn't 
done anything wrong. I am 
proud of her and her feats."

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal met 
Hima's parents on Tuesday 
and announced that she will 
be appointed the state's first 
sports ambassador, besides 
felicitating the sprint queen 
with Rs 50 lakh award at a 
state-level programme after 
her return.

The Assam Olympic As-
sociation (AOA) and Assam 
Athletics Association (AAA) 
had earlier announced Rs 
two lakh each for the teen-
ager even as tributes from 
across the world continue 
to pour in.

Arsenal’s latest arrivals last 
week, while long-serving 
midfielder Jack Wilshere left 
the club earlier this month 
to join league rivals West 
Ham United.

Emery took charge of 
his first match in Saturday’s 
8-0 win over fifth-tier side 
Boreham Wood but will face 
sterner tests against Spain’s 
Atletico Madrid and former 

club Paris St German in a 
pre-season tournament in 
Singapore next week.

The Spaniard has been 
tasked with improving 
on Arsenal’s sixth-placed 
league finish and their run 
to the Europa League semi-
finals last season. The Gun-
ners also suffered a shock 
third round exit in the FA 
Cup.


