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Longrangty Longchar
Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): The 
news about the imminent closure 
of the Nagaland Pulp and Paper 
Company Ltd., (NPPCL) at Tuli in 
Mokokchung district made head-
lines in a section of the local media 
on Tuesday.

The government of Nagaland 
has asserted that the Niti Aayog 
has assured that the paper mill 
shall not be shut down. The Na-
tional Institution for Transform-
ing India (Niti) Aayog is headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It 
is the premier policy ‘think tank’ 
of the government of India pro-
viding both direction and policy 
inputs. 

The state’s commissioner-
secretary of Industries Lithrongla 
G Chishi told Eastern Mirror that 
during the Niti Aayog’s meeting 
on May 14 this year, the state’s 
government was assured that ‘the 
NPPCL will not be closed down.’

Chishi informed that the gov-

ernment of Nagaland was 'ear-
nestly pursuing' the matter with 
the government of India. She said 
that the chief minister of Naga-
land had personally written to 
the prime minister and that the 
matter was explained by the chief 
secretary during the Niti Aayog’s 
meeting. 

Also speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror, the advisor to Industries, 
Imnatiba, said that the state’s 
government had appealed to the 
central government to revive the 
paper mill. He said that the Centre 
was also ‘very serious’ about the 
revival of the factory; the Niti Ayog 
also understands the state govern-
ment's stance on its need to revive 
the mill. 

"Unless and until all options 
are exhausted, the paper mill will 
not be shut down," said Imnatiba 
during a telephonic conversation 
on Tuesday. "We (state govern-
ment) are doing our level best 
and our stance is that this lone 

industry should be revamped and 
revived." 

The advisor disclosed that the 
Niti Aayog was of the opinion that 
the NPPCL should "disassociate/
decouple" from the Hindustan Pa-
per Corporation Ltd (HPCL) after 
the state government had pointed 
out 'mismanagement and diver-
sion of funds by the HPCL.’ He 
said that the vice chairman of Niti 
Aayog was supposed to visit the 
paper mill and ‘see the condition.’ 

"Had he come, then it would 
have been very good because we 
could have sat down together and 
discussed everything," the advi-
sor said.

Saying that the state govern-
ment is very 'dissatisfied and 
frustrated' with the HPCL, he said 
that the government of India had 
sanctioned funds for the factory’s 
revival on two occasions but the 
HPCL allegedly 'diverted and mis-
managed' it. 

Although the state’s govern-

ment is very upset with the HPCL, 
Imnatiba said, it is not easy to 
'divorce' the NPCCL from the 
HPCL because a memorandum of 
understanding was signed, during 
the establishment of the Tuli paper 
mill. Further, he said, the state 
government also needs to consult 
with experts, he said. 

The mill was set up in 1971. It is 
a joint venture of Hindustan Paper 
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) and gov-
ernment of Nagaland. The paper 
mill has stopped operating since 
August 2015.  

Without a single heavy indus-
try besides a glaring and rising un-
employment index in Nagaland, 
the closure of the NPPCL will be a 
huge economic blow to the state 
government. Now with the report-
ed assurance by the Niti Aayog, 
headed by the prime minister, 
all eyes are on the government 
of India. The political acumen of 
the state government will now be 
tested to the hilt. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 17: An organisation called 
the ‘Dimasa National Council’ (DNC) sub-
mitting a memorandum to Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh demanding Naga-
land’s commercial district Dimapur to be 
merged with Assam has caught everyone in 
Nagaland unawares. 

News websites on late Monday night 
published reports about the group stating its 
demand to Singh for a separate ‘Hirimbapur 
autonomous state’ including Dimapur. 
The group was said to have included in 
their demand setting up of a ‘Hirimbapur 
autonomous state’ under Article 244 (A) by 
carving out the entire North Cachar Hills 
Autonomous Council (NCHAC) in Dima 
Hasao. The proposed ‘Hirimbapur autono-
mous state’ includes the areas Dimapur; and 
Maibang, and Khashpur areas of adjoining 
Karbi Anglong; Hojai, Cachar, Hailakandi 
and Karimganj districts of Assam.

On Tuesday Eastern Mirror contacted 
the former chief minister of Nagaland Dr. 
SC Jamir during whose tenure Dimapur was 
declared a district in 1997. “I don’t know why 
they (DNC) are unnecessarily demanding,” 
he replied. 

According to Jamir, Dimapur was ‘part 
and parcel’ of Nagaland and the demand 

for merger with Assam was “nothing but 
foolishness”.   

The deputy commissioner of Dimapur 
Sushil Kumar Patel refused to comment. 
In the memorandum, the group reportedly 
sought to appraise the government of “the 
atrocities of the Naga rebels in some parts of 
our former territory,” and stated opposition 
to the demand of “Nagalim.”

 ‘DNC has no mandate’
The Dimasa Public Organisation (DPO) 

of Nagaland has issued a rejoinder on Tues-
day stating that it never knew about the ex-
istence of the DNC and their memorandum 
to Singh. “It has also been confirmed that Di-
masa National Council has been reportedly 
formed by a few individuals without having 
the mandate of the people as per report from 
Dimasa frontal organisations of Assam. 

“The Dimasa Public Organisation, 
Nagaland strongly refutes and strongly 
condemned (sic) the allegation of atroci-
ties stated to have been committed on the 
Dimasas of Nagaland by Naga rebels which 
is nothing but a sinister design to create ani-
mosity between indigenous tribes.”

It appealed everybody to avoid ‘misun-
derstanding on the issue and maintain the 
age-old cordial relationship between tribes.’

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
Citing answers provided by 
Nagaland’s department of 
Public Health Engineering 
to a Right to Information 
query, the Nagaland Pub-
lic Rights Awareness and 
Action Forum (NPRAAF) 
has stated that a National 
Rural Drinking Water Pro-
gramme (NRDWP) project 
in Tseminyu is incomplete 
despite the department’s 
claim to the contrary.

“NPRAAF has physi-
cally verified the drink-
ing water project under 
Tseminyu town which was 
sufficiently funded under 
NRDWP under various 
heads. The department 
chart reads the project 
as completed. However 

the project is incomplete 
despite adequate fund-
ing by the ministry of 
Drinking Water & Sanita-
tion. The chart also reads 
that Rupees 250000 (two 
lakh fifty thousand) was 
sanctioned to a union at 
Kohima during 2015-16 
under NRDWP drinking 
water scheme, which is 
out-rightly in contraven-
tion to GOI guidelines 
therefore is illegal,” read 
a press release from the 
group on Tuesday. 

Copies of the depart-
ment’s response to the 
RTI were also made avail-
able to the local newspa-
pers. Despite ‘impropriety 
in utilisation of fund by 
the state government,’ it 

stated, the Union Minis-
try of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation has sanctioned 
further INR 17,36,21,000 
(seventeen crore thirty-six 
lakh and twenty-one thou-
sand) under 2018-19. 

It also stated that the 
group had filed the RTI 
application on May 7. 
The department failed to 
furnish the details “even 
after lapse of mandate 
period under RTI Act,” 
it informed. After ‘in-
ordinate delay’ the de-
partment could produce 
‘vaguely prepared chart, 
scheme-wise expenditure 
statement on utilization 
of amount from 2015-17’ 
only on July 14, according 
to the NPRAAF. 

New Delhi, July 17 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday condemned mob 
lynching incidents across 
the country and asked Par-
liament to enact a law to 
deal with the crime that 
threatens rule of law and 
the country's social fabric. 
"Horrendous acts of mob-
ocracy" cannot be per-
mitted to become "a new 
normal," it said.

Issuing a slew of guide-
lines including preven-
tive, remedial and punitive 
steps to deal with offences 
such as mob violence and 
cow vigilantism, the court 
said mobocracy will not be 
allowed. "It is our consti-
tutional duty to take a call 
to protect lives and human 
rights."

The bench asked the 
Centre and states to file a 
compliance report on its 
directions. It adjourned the 
matter to August 20.

"No one is entitled 
to take law into his own 
hands," said a bench of 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkqar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud.

The court's remarks 
came on petitions seeking 
the court's intervention to 
curb violence by vigilante 
groups across the country. 
The bench said when the 
"vigilantes involve them-
selves in lynching or any 
kind of brutality, they put 
the requisite accountability 
of a citizen to law on the 
ventilator."

"That cannot be coun-
tenanced. They are no one 
to punish a person by as-
cribing any justification... 
the prescription of punish-
ment does not empower 
any one to authorise him-
self to behave as the protec-
tor of law and impose pun-
ishment as per his choice 

and fancy," it said.
"The external forces 

cannot assume the role 
of protectors and once 
they pave the said path, 
they associate themselves 
with criminality and bring 
themselves in the category 
of criminals," it added.

It is the duty of the state 
to ensure that the machin-
ery of law and order func-
tions efficiently and effec-
tively, the court said. It is 
essential to preserve secu-
lar ethos and the pluralistic 
social fabric in a demo-
cratic set-up governed by 
rule of law, it noted.

"The horrendous acts 
of mobocracy cannot be 
permitted to inundate law 
of the land. Earnest action 
and concrete steps have 
to be taken to protect the 
citizens from the recurrent 
pattern of violence which 
cannot be allowed to be-
come the new normal," 

the court said. "The State 
cannot turn a deaf ear to 
the growing rumblings of 
its people," said the bench 
in its order.

"The exigencies of the 
situation require us to 
sound a clarion call for ear-
nest action to strengthen 
our inclusive and all-em-
bracing social order which 
would, in turn, reaffirm 
the constitutional faith. 
We expect nothing more 
and nothing less," said the 
bench.

Recommending that 
Parliament categorise a 
separate offence for lynch-
ing and provide adequate 
punishment for it, the court 
said: "A special law would 
instill a sense of fear. There 
can be no trace of doubt 
that fear of law and ven-
eration for the command of 
law constitute the founda-
tion of a civilized society," 
the bench said.

Sleep problems may indicate 
multiple sclerosis risk

Toronto, July 17 (IANS): 
Scientists have found that 
multiple sclerosis (MS) 
may be identified at least 
five years earlier as the 
patients were more likely 
to undergo treatments for 
nervous system disorders 
like pain or sleep problems, 
according to a study.

MS results from the 
body's immune system 
attacking myelin -- fatty 
material that enables rapid 
transmission of electrical 
signals -- which disrupts 
the communication be-
tween the brain and other 
parts of the body, leading 
to vision problems, mus-
cle weakness, difficulty 
with balance and coor-
dination, and cognitive 
impairments.

"The existence of such 
'warning signs' are well-
accepted for Alzheimer's 
disease and Parkinson's 
disease, but there has been 
little investigation into a 

similar pattern for MS," 
said lead researcher Helen 
Tremlett from the Division 
of Neurology at Univer-
sity of British Columbia in 
Canada.

"We now need to delve 
deeper into this phenom-
enon, perhaps using data-
mining techniques. We 
want to see if there are dis-
cernible patterns related to 
sex, age or the 'type' of MS 
they eventually develop," 
Tremlett added.

For the study, pub-
lished in Multiple Sclero-
sis Journal, the team ex-
amined health records of 
14,000 people with multi-
ple sclerosis and compared 
them to the health records 
of 67,000 people without 
the disease. 

Fibromyalgia -- a con-
dition involving wide-
spread musculoskeletal 
pain -- was found more 
than three times in people 
who were later diagnosed 

with MS as compared to 
those who did not.

Irritable bowel syn-
drome was almost twice 
as common in people who 
developed the disorder. 
Migraine headaches and 
any mood or anxiety disor-
der, which includes depres-
sion, anxiety and bipolar 
disorder, were also found 
in higher rates among the 
group.

Further, higher rates 
of these illnesses also cor-
respond with higher use 
of medications for muscu-
loskeletal disorders, nerv-
ous system disorders, and 
disorders of the genito-
urinary tract, along with 
antidepressants and anti-
biotics.

The findings may ena-
ble physicians to diagnose 
the disease earlier and start 
the treatment, thus pos-
sibly slowing the damage 
it causes to the brain and 
spinal cord.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
The Seyochung Area Stu-
dents’ Union (Sasu) in 
Tuensang district has 
claimed to have “abol-
ished” proxy teachers 
from every school in its 
area.

A press release from 
the union on Tuesday 
stated that the students 
had been paying the price 
for such irresponsibility 
by teachers for which the 
quality of education suf-
fered. 

The Sasu warned that 
it would conduct ‘sur-
prise checking’ in all the 
schools in their area any 
given time. 

It warned further that 
any teacher found absent 

from work ‘for more than 
one month without leave,’ 
or found employing ‘proxy 
teachers’ shall invite stern 
action from the union 
including termination of 
service. Detection of such 
cases will be reported im-
mediately to the authori-
ties, it stated.  

Those unable to per-
form their duties as teach-
ers should take voluntary 
retirement and let aspir-
ing teachers teach in their 
place, the union stated. 
The union also demanded 
that the state government 
install a biometric facility 
to register attendance of 
teachers; and close-circuit 
cameras to check ‘irregu-
larities.’

New Delhi, July 17 (PTI): 
Tourism Minister K J Al-
phons today wondered 
what might be the prob-
lem in entrusting a private 
company with the task of 
restoring the Taj Mahal 
under the government's 
adopt-a-heritage scheme, 
when Italy could turn to 
a footwear firm to restore 
the 2000-year old Colos-
seum in Rome.

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
adopt-a-heritage scheme 
of the tourism ministry at 
an event here, he said it 
had run into controversy 
when the Red Fort was 

entrusted to the Dalmia 
Bharat Group, a cement 
company for mainte-
nance, but the deal was 
proceeding as per plan. 

The Taj Mahal is now 
on the list of monuments 
under the Adopt-a-Herit-
age scheme.

" L a rg e  n u m b e r  o f 
monuments are on the 
list under the scheme and 
Taj is also on the list. If 
the Colosseum can be 
adopted and managed by 
a footwear company why 
not the Taj?" he said when 
asked about the status of 
the Mughal monument 

under the scheme.
The scheme aims to 

entrust heritage sites, 
monuments and other 
tourist places to private 
companies, public sector 
undertakings and indi-
viduals for development 
of tourist amenities there.

He further said that the 
scheme is a "big part of 
the government's tourism 
policy" and encouraged 
NGOs and corporates to 
come forward and adopt 
more such monuments.

"It is the responsibility 
of all Indians to maintain 
the heritage of India. The 

monuments belong to 
every Indian. All the prob-
lems have been sorted out 
and we are working at a 
fast pace. The scheme is 
proceeding as per plan 
and the prime minister 
has been extremely sup-
portive," he said.

The Supreme Court 
had last week came down 
heavily on the Centre and 
the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) for not being 
able to protect the iconic 
Taj Mahal, issuing a warn-
ing it will "shut it down" 
and the authorities should 
"demolish or restore" the 

structure.
The apex court was 

unhappy as the Uttar 
Pra d e s h  g ov e r n m e n t 
failed to come out with a 
vision document to pro-
tect the Taj Mahal.

About the Colosseum, 
the 2000-year-old oval 
amphitheatre in the cen-
tre of the city of Rome 
was handed over to Tod's, 
an Italian company that 
makes high-end shoes 
and leather bags in a 22m 
deal in 2011, for restora-
tion. 

The deal raked up a 
storm when media re-

ports emerged that under 
the agreement the luxury 
shoe brand had the right 
to use a logo of the monu-
ment on shoes, bags and 
other products for up to 
15 years and will be able 
to stamp its logo on entry 
tickets.

However, in October 
2017, when Rome's Col-
osseum opened its top 
levels the first time in four 
decades to the public fol-
lowing a major restoration 
project, visitors were left 
awestruck by the sights at 
a height of 171-feet. 

In India though, the 

tourism ministr y has 
clarified that under the 
scheme the adoptive 
a g e n c y  o r  c o m p a n y, 
named Monument Mi-
tras, would get limited 
visibility in the premises 
of the monument they 
adopt and on the Incred-
ible India website.

"All we want is public 
participation," said Al-
phons.

Under the project 31 
agencies have been ap-
proved, so far, to adopt a 
total of 95 Monuments/ 
tourist sites located across 
India. 

New Delhi, July 17 (PTI): 
The BJP today appointed 
Anurag Thakur, its MP from 
Hamirpur in Himachal 
Pradesh, as the party's chief 
whip in the Lok Sabha, par-
ty sources said.

Thakur replaces Rakesh 
Singh, who was recently 
made Madhya Pradesh BJP 
president and is busy with 
election strategy in the poll-
bound state.

Thakur, a key voice 
of the party in the Lower 
House, was president of the 
BJP's youth wing.

Dimasa Public Organisation condemns move; 
calls it sinister design to create animosity

Usain Bolt to make run at pro 
soccer in Australia  |  P11



Assam submitted INR 6000 cr. 
proposal for agri-related sectors

Railway force arrests 
five mobile thieves

CM meets Hima Das’ parents

Help end Manipur university impasse, 
student leaders urge governor

Retired HC judge should head 
inquiry committee - BJP delegation

APCC seeks gov’s intervention 
in TAH compensation scandal

BSNL launches new internet 
telephony service in Assam

Assam adopts water mgmt. practices to keep pace with Climate Change 

Awareness key to tackle menace of witch hunting – Activists

2 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, July 18, 2018

Guwahati, July 17 (PTI): Un-
ion minister Radha Mohan 
Singh today said the Assam 
government has submitted 
INR 6,000 crore proposal 
for overall development of 
various agri-related sectors 
in the state.

“The Assam govern-
ment has come up with 
an integrated cooperative 
development project for the 
whole state. The project cost 
is about INR 6,000 crore,” 
Singh, the union minister 
for agriculture, said at a 
press conference here.

The project will cover 
all potential sectors like 
agriculture, organic farm-
ing, horticulture, animal 
husbandry, fisheries, cold 
storage, food processing 
and computerisation of the 
cooperatives, he said.

“The central govern-
ment is taking all out effort 
to strengthen the coop-
eratives in Assam through 
National Coopeartive De-
velopment Corporation. If 
we do that new avenues for 
employment will be gener-
ated,” Singh said.

The minister said that 
the government is to double 
farmers’ income by 2022 
and the recent decision to 
hike the MSP of kharif crops 
by 1.5 times is a step in that 
direction.

“We are working with 
the states to put in place 
a system that will ensure 
MSP to farmers. We are try-
ing to make it an error-free 
one. Once it will be there, 
our farmers will get MSP 
in every crop,” Singh said 
without elaborating on the 
proposed system.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) of N.F. Railway appre-
hended five petty thieves in 
different parts of N. F. Rail-
way in just three days stated 
the chief public relations of-
ficer NF Railway/Maligaon 
in a press statement.

According to the state-
ment on July 13 a team of 
RPF, Dimapur (Lumding 
Division) apprehended two 
persons (mobile snatchers) 
identified as Sultan Ali, 30 
years and Jahar Ali, 30 years 
and recovered one mobile 
handset (Gionee) from the 
possession of Sultan Ali 
and two mobile handsets 
(one Huawei and one In-
tex) and INR 970 from the 
possession of Jahar Ali. The 
apprehended persons along 
with the recovered mobiles 
and cash were handed over 
to OC/GRP/Dimapur, Na-
galand for necessary action. 

Similarly on July 14 
about 8:30 pm personnel of 
RPF/Post/Guwahati, while 
checking at Railway gate 
no. 2 near Panbazar Bridge, 
Guwahati, apprehended 
one Mintu Phukan alias 
Tokla alias Musharaf Ali, 
M/20 years and recovered 
one stolen Lenovo mobile. 
The accused is a repeated 

offender and was arrested 
earlier in at least six cases 
in the last three years. The 
arrested person along with 
the recovered mobile was 
handed over to OC/GRP/
Guwahati for appropriate 
action.

On July 15, staffs of RPF 
Post, Chaparmukh while 
checking at Kampur railway 
station, arrested one person 
identified as Nazrul Islam, 
19 years and recovered two 
mobile handsets, one wrist 
watch, one waist bag and 
a purse containing INR 200 
which was stolen from a 
passenger at Kampur Rail-
way station. Subsequently, 
the arrested person was 
handed over to OC/GRP/
Chaparmukh for necessary 
action. 

Lastly on July 15, consta-
bles of RPF Post, Dharman-
agar (Lumding Division), 
while checking in train No. 
55677 UP at Baraigram Jn 
apprehended one person 
identified as Kabir Ahmed 
alias Ikbal Uddin (22 years) 
in the act of committing 
theft of mobile phone from 
a passenger of the said train. 
The arrested person was 
handed over to OC/GRP/
Dharmanagar for necessary 
action. 

Kandulimari (Assam), July 
17 (PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal 
today visited the parents 
of ace sprinter Hima Das 
who created history by win-
ning gold at IAAF World 
Under-20 Championships 
at Tampere in Finland re-
cently.

Sonowal visited Hima’s 
home at No 3 Kandulimari 
village in Dhing area of Na-
gaon district and interacted 
with her parents Ranjit and 
Junali Das as well as other 
members of her family.

He congratulated her 
parents on the success of 
their daughter in world 
sports and lavishly praised 
Hima’s stunning success 
saying that her achieve-
ment has raised the stature 
of the people of the state 
globally.

Sonowal also felicitated 
them with the traditional 
‘gamosa’ (Assamese scarf of 
honour), ‘sarai’ (brass metal 
offering tray with a stand) 
and a citation.

“Hima’s feat inspires 
Indians and the gold won by 
her proves that hard work, 
commitment and sincerity 
are the cornerstones of suc-
cess”, he said adding that 
her feat would inspire the 
young generation.

Hima’s victory has given 
renewed momentum to 
women empowerment in 
the country, he added.

The chief minister also 
told Hima’s parents that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was very elated with 
her success and has ex-
pressed his sentiments at a 
public programme recently.

Imphal, July 17 (IANS):  
Student leaders on Tues-
day urged Governor Na-
jma Heptulla to intervene 
to help end the Manipur 
University impasse even 
as many student bodies 
extended support to a 48-
hour general strike called 
by Manipur University 
Students Union from mid-
night.

A delegation of stu-
dents, led by Democratic 
Students Alliance of Ma-
nipur (DESAM) President 
Salam Akash, submitted 
a memorandum and re-
quested the Governor to 
approach the Centre to 
help resolve the 48-day-old 
impasse over the removal 
of the varsity Vice Chancel-
lor Adya Prasad Pandey. 

The Governor assured 
them of all possible help. 
She reportedly told the 
student representatives 
that there was no political 
patronage for the V-C. 

In the past, Heptulla 
has clarified that her role 
in the issue is limited since 
it is a central university. 

Akash later said that 

Imphal, July 17 (PTI): A BJP 
delegation from Manipur 
has urged Union minister 
Prakash Javadekar to re-
view the composition of a 
committee set up by the 
HRD ministry to probe 
allegations of  admin-
istrative negligence and 
misutilisation of funds by 
Manipur University vice-
chancellor(VC).

The 30-member del-
egation, led by Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh, met the 
Union HRD minister in the 
national capital yesterday, 
and apprised him about 
the ongoing impasse at the 
central university.

During the meeting, 
the delegation stressed the 
need for appointing a re-
tired judge of a high court 
to head an independent in-
quiry committee to probe 
the allegations against the 
VC, a statement issued by 

the chief minister’s office 
said.

The HRD ministry had 
on July 12 announced for-
mation of a fact-finding 
committee, comprising a 
representative of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission 
and the Union ministry, 
to probe the allegations of 
administrative negligence 
and misutilisation of funds 
by the VC, Aditya Prasad 
Pandey.

The committee was 
also asked to submit a re-
port on the ongoing agita-
tion at the university which 
entered it’s 47th day today.

However, the protest-
ing university community 
under the aegis of Manipur 
University Students Un-
ion, Manipur University 
Teachers Association and 
Manipur University Staffs 
Association in a joint state-
ment on July 14 had re-

solved not to cooperate 
with the committee as it 
did not meet their demand.

The associations had 
demanded that the inves-
tigation against the VC be 
carried out by an inde-
pendent high-powered in-
quiry committee headed 
by a retired judge of a high 
court.

In a related develop-
ment, Manipur University 
Students Association has 
called for a 48-hr general 
strike from midnight to-
night demanding the VC’s 
removal.

M Dayamand Singh, 
Manipur University Stu-
dents Union president, 
told reporters that the 
decision has been taken 
as both the central and 
the state government did 
not take suitable action to 
meet the demands of the 
students.

Itanagar, July 17 (PTI): The Arunachal 
Pradesh PCC has sought the early interven-
tion of Governor Brig (Retd) B D Mishra in 
the Trans Arunachal Highway (TAH) com-
pensation scam and urged him to direct 
the state government to hand over the case 
to CBI or any other central investigation 
agency.

A Congress delegation led by the PCC 
president Takam Sanjoy submitted a 

memorandum to the governor apprising 
him of the embezzlement while disbursing 
compensation to beneficiaries in portions 
of TAH in Lower Subansiri and Kamle dis-
tricts of the state, a party release informed 
here.

The governor assured the delegation 
to look into the matter at his own level and 
to take it up with the Centre as well as the 
state government.

Guwahati, July 17 (PTI): 
The BSNL today launched 
its new Internet Telepho-
ny service with the brand 
name of ‘WINGS’ in its As-
sam Circle for customers to 
make and receive calls any-
where in India and abroad.

To make or receive calls 
using WINGS, a customer 
needs to install the ‘Wings 
App’ on his or her mobile or 
tablet, BSNL Assam Circle 
Chief General Manager Tel-
ecom Sandeep Govil said.

The state-run BSNL is 
offering Internet Telephony 
service with unlimited free 
audio/video calling for one 
year as ‘one time registra-
tion’ with Rs 1099 from ei-
ther BSNL customer care 
centres or online, Govil said.

He said, “BSNL Assam 
has launched many new 
broad band / fibre to the 
Home (FTTH) plans at un-
believable prices in support 
of Digital India Activities 
and also to bridge the rural 
/ urban digital divide in 
Assam.” 

He also stated that the 
customers can now avail 
new Broad Band connec-
tions with unlimited data 
download/upload per 
month and Unlimited Free 

Calling facility to any net-
work in India starting from 
Rs 99 per month for a pe-
riod of 90 days.

Stating that BSNL is al-

ways committed to provide 
affordable and efficient 
services to its customers 
with enhanced features, he 
said, “These plans would 
suite requirements of all 
customers in fulfilling their 
ever increasing data de-
mands.” 

The new FTTH Plans for 
new customers started at 
INR 777 for unlimited data 
download with data speed 
upto 50 Mbps till 500 GB 
beyond upto 2Mbps speed, 
the CGMT informed.

Regarding new GSM 
Plans, Govil said the lowest 
‘DATA Tsunami’ plan starts 
at INR 98 for 1.5 GB data 

per day for 26 days.
The CGMT further said 

BSNL has a FREE WiFi dur-
ing international travel 
scheme that can be acti-

vated using My BSNL app 
for 30 days.

The BSNL is in number 
one position as landline 
provider in Assam and in 
number three position in 
providing Internet broad-
band service, he said.

BSNL’s mobile share 
has risen from 7.8 per cent 
in 2017 to 11.8 per cent 
this year adding one lakh 
customers since February 
to cross 20 lakh customers, 
Govil said.

The Assam Circle in 
May this year received two 
awards for Maximum Sale 
and Revenue Growth, he 
said.

Guwahati, July 17 (IANS):  In a 
small village on the north bank 
of the Brahmaputra in Assam, 
farmer Horen Nath stood gaz-
ing at his partially submerged 
paddy field. The floods had kept 
their annual date, but mercifully, 
the farmer said, the waters have 
started receding. “The weather 
has become very strange of late. 
We always had ample rain, but 
drought-like conditions? That 
was unheard of. And yet, in 2010, 
I remember the ground cracking 
up because of no rain,” he said.

The effects of climate change 
-- erratic rainfall, dry spells, flash 
floods -- are increasingly being 
felt by people, particularly in 
the farmers’ community who 
are heavily dependent on the 
weather for the desired yield of 
their crops.

Water management practices, 
therefore, have become crucial 
as a much-needed adaptation 
measure, and farmers are in-
creasingly looking towards nature 
herself to keep pace with her 
aberrations.

Nath, for instance, has un-
derstood the significance of rain-

water harvesting as a measure 
against long dry spells. He dug 
out a pond near his field where 
rainwater during the monsoon 
can be stored for thereafter ir-
rigating the rabi crop.

A pond in front of homes or in 
the backyard is a typical feature of 
villages in Assam. It provides for a 
staple in the Assamese diet -- fish 
-- and can also be used as a water 
source for cleaning and washing. 
“We are just going back to our tra-
ditional knowledge in response 
to the changing weather,” Nath 
said. His neighbour, whose pond 
is in the backyard, right on the 
boundary of his home and his 
field, serves several purposes: As 
a water source for the crops, to 
breed fish, and for ducks.

Turning back to the tradi-
tional source of surface water 
is also beneficial in tackling yet 
another climate change-induced 
problem -- fluoride contamina-
tion in groundwater.

According to a report tabled 
in the Assam assembly in May 
2017, the groundwater in 23 out 
of 32 districts of the state has high 
fluoride content. An official sur-

vey further says that fluoride lev-
els in water above the permissible 
limit of 1 mg/l has been found in 
11 districts in Assam, putting an 
estimated 356,000 people at risk 
of dental and skeletal fluorosis. 
Arsenic contamination is also a 
threat.

Change in climatic patterns, 
says Dharani Saikia an activist 
who has been working on this is-
sue for more than a decade now, 
is one of the reasons behind this 
problem. Long dry spells have 
led to less rainwater seeping into 
the ground and replenishing the 
water table, thereby increasing 
the concentration of fluoride in 
groundwater.

In addition to that, with 
massive cutting down of trees, 
bore-wells are drilling deeper to 
reach the lowering water table 
-- “reaching very close to rocks 
that are rich in minerals like fluo-
ride”. This results in higher-than-
permissible limits of fluoride 
in pumped-up water. And, said 
Saikia, using such contaminated 
water for irrigation has led to the 
discovery of above permissible 
limits of fluoride in crops like rice.

To tackle this problem, the 
state Agriculture Department 
sent out a directive in Febru-
ary this year (2018) to NGOs for 
assistance in setting up of one 
lakh shallow tubewells (which 
don’t drill as deep as bore-wells) 
for irrigation in different dis-
tricts of the state. The Public 
Health Engineering Department 
(PHED) has marked tube-wells 
with contaminated water in red 
and laboratories which can test 
water samples have been set up 
in districts, including the hill dis-
tricts of Karbi Anglong, Nagaon, 
Hojai, and Kamrup.

“I, however, believe that us-
ing treated water from a natural, 
surface water resource is the best 
bet,” Saikia said. Giving an exam-
ple of Karbi Anglong where the 
“first fluorosis case was detected 
in Assam”, he said that earlier 
hand-pumps were more in use in 
the area and since they don’t drill 
beyond 80-120 feet deep, there 
was no problem of excess fluoride 
contamination.

“Then there was the tradition 
of getting water from natural 
resources like rivers and ponds. 

With modernity and lowering 
of the water table, now water 
pumps go 200 feet down bring-
ing in above permissible limits of 
fluoride,” Saikia explained.

At the policy level, the Assam 
State Action Plan on Climate 
Change (2015-2020) says: “As-
sam’s water resource policies are 
distributive rather than proactive 
and there is yet a dearth of pro-
grammes promoting water har-
vesting and water conservation 
or storage. Forests can improve 
ground water recharge, reduce 
soil erosion and runoff, regulate 
flooding, and temperature of a 
place.”

Meanwhile, PHED has started 
taking the initiative of turning 
back to nature and now supplies 
piped water that is treated from 
rivers like Kopili and Jamuna to 
villages in the Hojai, Nagaon, 
and Karbi Anglong districts. The 
options, it seems, are narrow-
ing, especially when the climate 
change report talks of worsen-
ing “freshwater scarcity” in the 
future. Looking for solutions in 
what once was, it seems, is our 
best bet for now.

Guwahati, July 17 (PTI): 
Activists campaigning 
against superstition have 
welcomed the Presidential 
nod to the Assam Anti-
Witch Hunting Bill but say 
policing alone cannot deal 
with the problem which 
has to overcome by creat-
ing awareness in society. 

The Assam Assembly 
had unanimously passed 
the Assam Witch Hunting 
(Prohibition, Prevention 
and Protection) Bill, 2015 
on August 13, 2015 and 
had forwarded it to the 
Centre for final approval. 
The President of India gave 
his assent only last month.

Birubala Rabha, who 
has been crusading against 
witch hunting, said it is 
was very good step but the 
most important thing was 
to make people aware and 
strict enforcement of laws.

“We have been working 
our whole life against all 
odds without any support 
from law. But now because 
of this Act, those involved 
in killing people by brand-
ing them as witches will 
think twice before com-

mitting the crime,” she told 
PTI. 

Rabha and her NGO 
‘Mission Birubala’ have 
been working in severe 
hostile situations in remote 
places where villagers have 
tried to kill the ‘iron lady’ by 
branding her as a witch on 
several occasions.

Assam Additional Di-
rector General of Police 
(CID) Anil Kumar Jha said 
between 2001 and 2017, 
193 people -- 114 women 
and 79 men -- have been 
branded as witches and 
killed across Assam.

“Police have registered 
202 cases during this pe-
riod. The worst is Kokra-
jhar district, where 56 
cases were reported. It is 
followed by Chirang with 
24, Udalguri with 15 and 
Baksa with 11 cases,” he 
added.

All the four districts 
comprise the Bodoland 
Territorial Area districts.

Jha said, “The new Act 
is of course a positive step 
for society to tackle the 
witch-hunting menace. 
But the solution of witch 

hunting problem lies in the 
active participation of all 
stakeholders of society.” 

Renowned theatre per-
sonality and film maker 
Sitanath Lahkar said it will 
not be so easy to eliminate 
the heinous crime.

“This is an ugliest form 
of superstition and has 
been continuing for thou-
sands of years. Enacting 
this Act is a real welcome 
step, but we cannot elimi-
nate witch hunting only by 
police method. Witch hunt-
ing has no reason at all and 
is shrouded with darkness 
of superstition, which has 
to be overcome by society 
itself,” he added.

Lahkar’s widely-appre-
ciated ‘Aei Maatite’ is the 
first Assamese full-length 
feature film on this burn-
ing problem and is being 
screened at various rural 
places with the help of local 
groups.

He has also written a 
few stage and street plays 
on the witch hunting men-
ace and staged them across 
the state with the help of 
his group -- Samahar Natya 

Gosthee.
Welcoming the Presi-

dent’s move, Lurinjyoti Go-
goi, the General Secretary 
of the powerful All Assam 
Students’ Union (AASU), 
which has been working for 
creating awareness among 
the people, said provid-
ing basic infrastructure in 
remote areas is essential to 
eliminate this menace from 
society.

“It is really unfortunate 
that even in the 21st Cen-
tury, such incidents are 
taking place. It is a shame 
on our civilisation. Only 
law cannot eradicate such 
a practice, which is so deep 
rooted. People must be 
given education and gov-
ernment must launch a 
massive awareness drive,” 
he added.

Gogoi also demanded 
the government provide fa-
cilities such as healthcare, 
drinking water and schools 
in areas where witch hunt-
ing menace is rampant.

The Assam Witch Hunt-
ing (Prohibition, Preven-
tion and Protection) Act, 
2015 makes every offence 

related to witch hunting as 
cognizable, non-bailable 
and non-compoundable, 
making provisions for im-
prisonment up to seven 
years along with a fine of 
up to INR 5 lakh for iden-
tifying and calling a person 
a witch.

This will come with Sec-
tion 302 of the IPC if some-
one is killed after branding 
as a witch.

The punishment for 
leading a person to commit 
suicide after intimidating, 
stigmatising, defaming and 
accusing as witch may be 
extended to life imprison-
ment and a fine up to INR 
5 lakh.

The Act also talks about 
various measures that the 
administration and po-
lice need to initiate along 
with NGOs and civil society 
to educate people about 
witch hunting.

Besides, the Act said the 
fine realised as punishment 
for an offence shall be paid 
to the victim or his/her next 
of kin as compensation by 
following due procedures.

Najma Heptulla

Hima Das

The state government, 
he said, would felicitate the 
sprint queen at a state-level 
programme after her return 
to Assam.

She would be appointed 
as the sports ambassador of 
Assam and a reward of Rs 50 
lakh would be given to her 
as per the earlier announce-
ment, Sonowal told Hima’s 
parents.

During the interaction 
Ranjit Das requested the 
chief minister for steps to 
improve the condition of 
the playground, library and 
Naamghar (prayer hall) of 
their village.

Sonowal assured him 
that necessary support 
would be extended by the 
government in this regard 
and directed the Nagaon 
district deputy commis-
sioner to immediately sub-
mit a proposal.

The chief minister also 
directed the Nagaon super-
intendent of police to take 
necessary steps to reopen 
the erstwhile police outpost 
at Sologuri as asked for by 
Hima’s father.

the ongoing students’ 
campaign in the univer-
sity was only aimed at stu-
dents’ welfare and that 
there was no political slant 
to the issue. 

Meanwhile, Youth Con-
gress supporters also took 
out a motorbike rally on 
Tuesday even as a group 
of girl students organised 
a procession in parts of 
Imphal to condemn what 
they called “police excess-
es” on the protesting Ma-
nipur University students. 

They demanded action 
by Wednesday afternoon 
against policemen who 
allegedly manhandled 

DESAM General Secre-
tary Sital Oinam whose 
hand was crushed under 
a tanker wheel after he 
was pushed to the ground. 
They warned of intensifi-
cation of their agitation if 
their demand was not met.

Manipur Students Fed-
eration President N. Milan 
accused the central and 
state governments of not 
caring for the welfare of 
students and protecting 
Pandey. 

“These governments 
are trying to derail the stu-
dents’ campaign for the 
ouster of the Vice Chan-
cellor.”
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Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
T h e  A n g a m i m i a p f ü 
Mechü Krotho (AMK) - the 
apex organization of the 
Angami women - today 
expressed ‘strong objec-
tion’ towards granting of 
bail to one Sabir Ahmed, 
prime accused in the grue-
some rape and murder of 
a 51 year old woman on 
March 26 2018 at Khono-
ma village. 

The AMK, in a press 
release appended by its 
President Kevinourheno 
Seyie and General Secre-
tary Shürhivino Nakhro, 
stated that the Krotho had 
submitted a representa-
tion to the District and 
Sessions Judge Kohima 
towards this end. 

For the uninitiated, 
a 51-year-old mother of 

seven children residing 
at Khonoma village in Ko-
hima, Pezano Mor “was 
brutally raped and mur-
dered by Sabir Ahmed 
and Munir Uddin on 
March 26 2018 in Khon-
oma village.”

The two perpetrators, 
said to be residents of 
Karimganj district in As-
sam”, struck her skull with 
a heavy club and dumped 
her dead body into a water 
tank and fled the village 
that very night. 

The absconding prime 
accused Sabir Ahmed, af-
ter relentless efforts by the 
‘efficient’ Nagaland police, 
was arrested from Aizwal 
in Mizoram and is pres-
ently under judicial cus-
tody in Kohima at Women 
Police Station booked un-

der case No 0007/2018. 
u/s 302 IPC. The other 
perpetrator Munir Uddin 
is still at large. 

In this connection, the 
AMK while saying that 
the accused Sabir Ahmed 
is learnt to be an Illegal 
Bangladeshi Immigrant 
(IBI), expressed shock and 
surprise that it has learnt 
that the accused, who is 
supposed to be a labourer, 
“was able to engage some 
top local Advocates for his 
bail process”

“This gives a reason to 
suspect that there may be 
a hidden society backing 
the perpetrators in the 
case. 

That if at all bail is 
granted, there is every 
possibility that Ahmed 
may jump bail and remain 

untraceable forever,” the 
AMK stated. 

Therefore, the Krotho 
conveyed its ‘sincere and 
strongest objection’ to 
the granting of bail to the 
perpetrator Sabir Ahmed. 
Calling the crime as “rarest 
of rare crime”, the AMK de-
manded for befitting pun-
ishment to be awarded to 
him at the earliest without 
‘delay or default’. 

 “...if any person is 
found acting as bailer, 
then we shall hold him 
responsible for the afore-
said crime,” the AMK 
warned. 

The further appealed 
the ‘law enforcing agen-
cies to continue the hunt 
till other accused, Munir 
Uddin is also brought to 
book’.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
State government has fur-
ther amended the Naga-
land Goods and Services 
Tax Rules, 2017. The Fi-
nance department (Rev-
enue branch) has stated 
in a notification in exercise 
of the powers conferred by 
section 164 of the Naga-
land Goods and Services 
Tax Act, 2017 (4 of 2017).

Those rules would be 
called the Nagaland Goods 
and Services Tax (twenty 
first amendment) Rules, 
2018. The rules would 
come into force with effect 
from June 12, 2018.

According to the new 
amendment in the Na-
galand Goods and Serv-
ices Tax Rules, 2017; (i) 
in rule 125 for the words 
“Directorate General of 
Safeguards,” the words 
“Directorate General of 
Anti-profiteering” shall be 
substituted;

(ii) in rule 129 for the 
words “Directorate Gen-
eral of Safeguards” wher-

ever they occur, the words 
“Directorate General of 
Anti-profiteering” shall be 
substituted;

(iii) in rule 130 in sub-
rule (2) for the words 
“Directorate General of 
Safeguards” at both plac-
es where they occur, the 
words “Directorate Gen-
eral of Anti-profiteering” 
shall be substituted;

(iv) in rule 131 for the 
words “Directorate Gen-
eral of Safeguards,” the 
words “Directorate Gen-
eral of Anti-profiteering” 
shall be substituted;

(v) in rule 132 in sub-
rule (1), for the words 
“Directorate General of 
Safeguards”, the words 
“Directorate General of 
Anti-profiteering” shall be 
substituted;

(vi) in rule 133, for the 
words “Directorate Gen-
eral of Safeguards” wher-
ever they occur, the words 
“Directorate General of 
Anti-profiteering” shall be 
substituted.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
The Academic and Ad-
ministrative Audit team 
had inspected St. Joseph’s 
College on Tuesday at 
Jakhama in Kohima. 

A press release issued 
by the college on Tues-
day informed that the 
team comprised of Dr. 
Ranjan Kumar Behera 
as its convenor, and Dr. 
Watijungshi Jamir and 

Dr. Visakhono Hibo as 
members.

 They were deputed by 
the directorate of Higher 
Education.

During the meeting, 
11 departments of the 
college headed by its 
principal gave presenta-
tion. The team members 
took rounds in inspecting 
various facilities in the 
college like library, lan-

guage laboratory, waste 
management, audito-
rium, playground, coun-
selling centre, museum, 
botanical garden, and 
such.The team had sepa-
rate interactions with 
the students’ body, non-
teaching staff members, 
and the teaching staff. 

In the exit meeting, 
the audit team presented 
their observations and 

assessment of the day.
“The team members 

were confident that St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakhama 
would be granted the 
autonomous status when 
University Grants Com-
mission inspection team 
comes to the college in 
the month of August, as 
in the schedule of the 
college,” the press release 
added.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): The Sumi 
Totimi Hoho of Zunheboto unit has 
appealed to the state government to up-
grade the District Hospital in Zunheboto 
headquarter with adequate infrastruc-
ture and manpower.

A press release issued by hoho presi-
dent and the secretary informed that the 
organisation had visited the Zunheboto 
District Hospital on July 16 and found 
only four doctors on duty.

The organisation has expressed dis-
pleasure stating that very little has been 
done despite several appeals made to 
the state government for upgrade of the 

hospital. 
The hoho has appealed to the gov-

ernment to ensure that required man 
power, infrastructure and equipments 
are granted to Zunheboto District Hos-
pital.

The same team also visited the Office 
of the Chief Medical Officer and found 
that till 11 am, no staff was present, the 
press release stated.

In this regard, the women organisa-
tion has urged the staff of Zunheboto 
District Hospital and CMO office to be 
regular and punctual and give proper 
services to the public. 

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
State Home department 
has prescribed the rates 
for ex-gratia payment to 
the personnel or the next 
of kin of Assam Rifles / 
Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPF) / Indian 
Armed Forces and sol-
diers belonging to Naga-
land who suffer fatal and 
non-fatal casualties dur-
ing counter insurgency 
operations within and 
outside the state.

Personnel suffering fa-
tal casualty would receive 
a maximum ex-gratia 
payment of INR 6,00,000 
while a personnel suf-
fering non-fatal casualty 
causing permanent dis-
ability would receive ex-
gratia payment of INR 
4,00,000 and personnel 
suffering non-fatal casu-
alty causing grievous inju-
ry would receive ex-gratia 
payment of INR 100,000. 

Soldiers from Naga-
land becoming casualties 
outside the state would 
receive the same amount 
of payment.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): The Dimapur 
Bar Association (DBA) has informed to 
all its members that the association will 
be celebrating its 21st foundation day on 
the theme, “Spirituality in legal arena” on 
July 19 at 1 pm at DBA hall, in Dimapur. 

The pastor of Town Baptist Church 
Dimapur, Vilodi Sakhrie will be the 

guest speaker. It has also informed 
that the general body meeting will also 
be carried out on the same day which 
will commence after the formal pro-
gramme. 

All the members and bench and the 
prosecution have been requested to at-
tend the event.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
The Khedi Baptist Higher 
Secondary School in Ko-
hima observed Cultural 
Day-cum-Literary week 
on July 17 on the theme, 
“Venturing Vision” at the 
School auditorium with 
the associate professor 
of English department, 
Nagaland University Dr. 
Thejayano Sekhose as the 
guest speaker.

During her address, 
Sekhose stated that cul-
ture has to be imbibed 
by every student as it was 
essential for students 
to learn and know their 
roots. She also empha-
sised on the importance 
of mother tongue which 
she considered was an 
area that needed more 
focus and attention at this 
juncture. Her advice to 
the students was to give 
their best in everything 
they undertake.

Angami Women against granting 
bail to rape and murder accused 

Finance department 
ammends on GST

Academic audit members 
inspects St. Joseph’s College

Sumi women ask goverment 
to upgrade district hospital 

State goverment 
prescribes ex-
gratia payment

Bar asso. to observe foundation day 

Khedi Baptist 
School observes 
cultural day

statE

Members of the audit team along with members of St. Joseph’ College’s faculty on Tuesday at Jakhama in Kohima.

 Leaders of the Zunheboto Sumi Totimi Hoho pose for a group photograph during their visit to the CMO.

Newly appointed inspector general of Assam Rifles (north) Major General Pradeep C Nair called on 
Governor PB Acharya at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima on July 17.

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on Tuesday met with members of the Nagaland Garo Tribal Council, Kachari Tribal Council Nagaland, Kuki Inpi of 
Nagaland, and the Karbi Union of Nagaland at Dimapur. The unions are said to have apprised the chief minister of various issues being faced 
by their respective community. The chief minister reportedly told the gathering that the government will be studying the issues the groups 
raised, a press release from the media cell of the chief minister’s office informed on Tuesday.
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News IN BrIef
Chief minister to address depart-
ment heads 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio will be addressing the ad-
ministrative heads of departments and heads of depart-
ments in the Secretariat conference hall in Kohima on 
July 20 at 2 pm. In this connection, the chief secretary 
of Nagaland has directed all the officers to attend the 
meeting positively.

Dimapur DEO informs schools 
The district education officer (DEO) of Dimapur has 
inform all the government and primary schools under 
Dimapur district that Petroleum Conservation Research 
Association (PCBA) is organising a national competition 
2018 on painting, essay writing, and quiz for students to 
promote awareness about conservation of  petroleum 
products. Interested schools are asked to login to the 
association’s portal www.pcracompetitions.org or www.
pcra.org/competitions.html or contact PCRA at -011-
26715360 or email to contact@pcracompetitions.org or 
may contact the DEO office at 8787880482. Competition 
period was scheduled from July 1 to Sep. 30. The last 
date of entry is on or before Sep. 30.   

Kudawhi convenes meeting
The Kewhimia Union Dimapur (KUD) has convened a 
joint emergency meeting of the finance committee and 
the executive committee on July 20 at KUD guest house, 
Bank colony in Dimapur at 4 pm. Besides the finance 
committee members, the union president has requested 
all office bearers, area representatives, unit presidents 
and general secretaries of Chumukedima and Diphupar, 
women and youth organisations to attend the said meet-
ing positively.
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Musu calls for a 48-hour 
statewide strike in Manipur

Manipur minister urges centre to 
support children living with HIV/AIDS

Two-month ban on Pravin Togadia from public events in Guwahati

KPLT observes martyrs day in KA

Assam adopts water management practices 
to keep pace with Climate Change

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 17 (EMN): 
Manipur University Stu-
dents Union (MUSU) has 
called a 48-hour statewide 
general strike in Manipur 
from July 17 midnight till 
July 19 midnight.

The strike was called 
as part of intensifying its 
democratic movement 
demanding removal of 
the Vice Chancellor of 
Manipur University Prof 
Adya Prasad Pandey from 
his position on alleged 
financial and administra-
tive irregularities in the 
university. 

President M Dayaman 
of MUSU made the an-
nouncement on Monday 
stating that calling a gen-
eral strike will affect the 
daily life but he said but 
we have no option as the 
authorities concerned are 
ignoring the demands, 
but to launch such move-
ment.

MUSU had been con-
tinuing various forms of 
democratic protest by 
launching a total shut-
down of the university 
since May 30 with the only 
demand to remove Prof 
Pandey from his post “for 
building Manipur Univer-

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 17 (EMN): 
Manipur Social Welfare 
Minister Nemcha Kip-
gen has urged the cen-
tral authorities to extend 
necessary support for the 
children living with HIV/
AIDS in the north eastern 
state considering the day 
to day grievances of the 
community.

Minister Nemcha said 
there are more than 2811 
children living with HIV/
AIDS and 1450 are on ART. 
But most of them are from 
incapacitated families 
and are very much eligible 
for the sponsorship pro-
gramme.

Nemcha Kipgen was 
delivering her speech at 
the National Conference 
of Ministers in Charge of 

Women and Child De-
velopment at Le Merid-
ian Hotel, New Delhi on 
Tuesday, official sources 
reaching here said.

Union Minister, Wom-
en and Child Develop-
ment ( WCD), Govern-
ment of India, Maneka 
Gandhi Minister of State, 
Dr. Virendra Kumar, Min-
istry of WCD graced the 
conference as the chief 
guest and guest of honour 
respectively and Ministers 
in charge of WCD from all 
the states and UTs were 
also part of the confer-
ence.

Women Safety, Child 
Safety, Welfare and Adop-
tion and POSHAN Abi-
yaan, PMMVY, ICDS were 
the topics discussed dur-
ing the conference.

Making it a point to 
highlight all these top-
ics in Manipur’s context, 
she stated that Manipur 
has effectively started im-
plementing the Women 
Helpline, with nearly 266 
cases have received in the 
past few months where 
95% of the cases have been 
solved since its launch a 
year back.

To ensure women 
safety, a specific scheme 
for imparting self defense 
classes to all female stu-
dents and young women 
from class VI onwards 
should be incorporated. 
Peer group can also be 
formed to share experi-
ences emotionally and 
financially for the mar-
ginalised women in the 
localities.

Drawing the atten-
tion of the Union Minister 
Maneka Gandhi, Nemcha 
expressed that there is a 
rise in POCSO and Child 
trafficking cases. 

Though the guide-
lines provide for village 
child protection commit-
tees, there is an urgent 
need to strengthen them, 
financially and empow-
ering with authoritative 
powers. 

It is also essential to 
have separate specialised 
institutions for temporary 
reception of these children 
and a long term economic 
and educational facili-
ties for these categories of 
children with the technical 
and financial support of 
state and central govern-
ments.

Guwahati, July 17 (PTI): The Gu-
wahati Police today barred former 
VHP leader Pravin Togadia from 
attending any public function in 
the state capital for the next two 
months, fearing that his “inflamma-
tory speeches” could disrupt peace.

The prohibitory order under Sec-
tion 144 of the CrPC by Guwahati Po-
lice Commissioner Hiren Chandra 
Nath was issued following Togadia’s 
plans to visit the city and attend a 
series of programmes from today 
to July 19, organised by his newly-

formed group - Antarashtriya Hindu 
Parishad (AHP). Stating that the Hin-
dutva leader has been making “sen-
sitive and inflammatory speeches”, 
Nath said, “... Such inflammatory 
speeches will hurt the sentiment of 
the religious minority community, 
and create a deep sense of insecurity 
among them, which is very likely to 
disturb law and order.”

If Togadia is allowed to address 
these events at ITA Machkhowa 
auditorium or a scheduled press 
conference on July 19 at Guwahati 

Press Club, public peace and order 
here and other areas of the Police 
Commissionerate are likely to be dis-
turbed “in a serious manner”, Nath 
said. The Police Commissioner di-
rected Togadia, who is the president 
of AHP, to abstain from attending 
events organised by it and making 
any speech through any media with-
out proper permission.

Nath, however, said Togadia can 
appear before him for filing a written 
objection for cancellation or modifi-
cation, if he is aggrieved by the order.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 17 (EMN): 
The Karbi People’s Lib-
eration Tigers (KPLT), an 
armed organisation ac-
tive in Karbi Anglong and 
now in bilateral ceasefire 
with the state government 
observed its 8th Martyrs 
Day in the two designated 
camps at 5th miles Chut-
ianala, Diphu-Manja road 
and another at Kolonga 
in West Karbi Anglong on 
Tuesday, July 17.

Observing the Martyrs 
Day at its designated camp 
at 5th miles Chutianala, 
here, the cadres and offic-
ers of KPLT offered con-
dolences and prayers to 
the departed cadres and 
officers who have lost their 
lives during armed strug-
gle from the hideouts. 

The organisation’s flag 
was hoisted by Chairman 
Risim Senar Pator and the 
homage to the departed 
cadres was led by defense 

secretary Rijak Dera. The 
parade demonstration by 
the cadres was led by Dep-
uty Chief-in-Commander 
Sarmung Timung.

Publicity Secretary SR 
Kronjang explaining about 
the purpose of observ-
ing the day said, “Today 
we stand before our flag 
is only with one inten-
tion that is to remember 
our beloved brothers who 
have laid down their lives 
during our armed struggle 
to demand for our home-
land. 

Our enemy is the state 
and the central govern-
ment as despite of the pro-
vision given to us in the 
constitution for having a 
separate home land for 
the Karbis, but they are 
not thoughtful enough of 
the matter.

 It is during our armed 
struggle that many of our 
brothers have to lose 
their lives and we pray for 

the eternal rest of their 
souls.”

Chairman Risim Senar 
Pator said the KPLT was 
formed with the purpose 
of attaining a separate 
home land for the Kar-
bis through armed strug-
gle, but on October 20, 
2016, the KPLT came over 
ground and made a bi-
lateral ceasefire with the 
state government to end 
the violent path. 

The BJP is government 
at New Delhi, Dispur 
and Diphu and if willing 
they can implement the 
longstanding demand of 
the Karbi people for the 
separate homeland. Until 
a separate homeland is 
made the KPLT will con-
tinue to fight for the cause 
of the Karbis, the chair-
man stated.

Pator estimated that 
there are total of 250 cad-
res including officers in 
the KPLT. 

Guwahati, July 17 (IANS): 
In a small village on the 
north bank of the Brah-
maputra in Assam, farmer 
Horen Nath stood gazing 
at his partially submerged 
paddy field. 

The floods had kept 
their annual date, but mer-
cifully, the farmer said, 
the waters have started 
receding. “The weather 
has become very strange 
of late. We always had am-
ple rain, but drought-like 
conditions? That was un-
heard of. And yet, in 2010, 
I remember the ground 
cracking up because of no 
rain,” he said.

The effects of climate 
change -- erratic rainfall, 
dry spells, flash floods -- 
are increasingly being felt 
by people, particularly in 
the farmers’ community 
who are heavily depend-
ent on the weather for the 
desired yield of their crops.

Nath, for instance, 
has understood the sig-
nificance of rainwater 
harvesting as a measure 
against long dry spells. 
He dug out a pond near 
his field where rainwater 
during the monsoon can 
be stored for thereafter ir-
rigating the rabi crop.

A pond in front of 
homes or in the back-
yard is a typical feature 

of villages in Assam. It 
provides for a staple in 
the Assamese diet -- fish 
-- and can also be used as 
a water source for clean-
ing and washing. 

His neighbour, whose 
pond is in the backyard, 
right on the boundary of 
his home and his field, 
serves several purposes: 
As a water source for the 
crops, to breed fish, and 
for ducks.

According to a report 
tabled in the Assam as-
sembly in May 2017, the 
groundwater in 23 out of 
32 districts of the state has 
high fluoride content. An 
official survey further says 
that fluoride levels in wa-
ter above the permissible 
limit of 1 mg/l has been 
found in 11 districts in As-
sam, putting an estimated 
356,000 people at risk of 
dental and skeletal fluoro-
sis. Arsenic contamination 
is also a threat.

Change in climatic 
patterns, says Dharani 
Saikia an activist who has 
been working on this issue 
for more than a decade 
now, is one of the reasons 
behind this problem. Long 
dry spells have led to less 
rainwater seeping into the 
ground and replenishing 
the water table, thereby in-
creasing the concentration 

of fluoride in groundwater.
In addition to that, 

with massive cutting down 
of trees, bore-wells are 
drilling deeper to reach 
the lowering water table 
-- “reaching very close to 
rocks that are rich in min-
erals like fluoride”. This 
results in higher-than-
permissible limits of fluo-
ride in pumped-up water. 
And, said Saikia, using 
such contaminated water 
for irrigation has led to the 
discovery of above permis-
sible limits of fluoride in 
crops like rice.

To tackle this prob-
lem, the state Agriculture 
Department sent out a 
directive in February this 
year (2018) to NGOs for 
assistance in setting up of 
one lakh shallow tubewells 
(which don’t drill as deep 
as bore-wells) for irriga-
tion in different districts of 
the state. 

The Public Health En-
gineering Department 
(PHED) has marked tube-
wells with contaminated 
water in red and laborato-
ries which can test water 
samples have been set 
up in districts, including 
the hill districts of Karbi 
Anglong, Nagaon, Hojai, 
and Kamrup.

“Then there was the 
tradition of getting water 

from natural resources 
like rivers and ponds. With 
modernity and lowering of 
the water table, now water 
pumps go 200 feet down 
bringing in above permis-
sible limits of fluoride,” 
Saikia explained.

At the policy level, the 
Assam State Action Plan 
on Climate Change (2015-
2020) says: “Assam’s wa-
ter resource policies are 
distributive rather than 
proactive and there is yet 
a dearth of programmes 
promoting water harvest-
ing and water conserva-
tion or storage. 

Forests can improve 
ground water recharge, re-
duce soil erosion and run-
off, regulate flooding, and 
temperature of a place.”

Meanwhile, PHED has 
started taking the initiative 
of turning back to nature 
and now supplies piped 
water that is treated from 
rivers like Kopili and Ja-
muna to villages in the 
Hojai, Nagaon, and Karbi 
Anglong districts. 

The options, it seems, 
are narrowing, especially 
when the climate change 
report talks of worsening 
“freshwater scarcity” in 
the future. 

Looking for solutions 
in what once was, it seems, 
is our best bet for now.

EM Images

Volunteers of Desam trying to storm Manipur chief minister’s bungalow demanding immediate end to the 
Manipur University crisis on Tuesday.

EM Images

KPLT leaders and cadres posing for the lens after their martyrs’ day programme at their designated camp 
at 5th Mile Chutianala and Diphu-Manja road on Tuesday, July 17.

  Mirror Crossword 1881sud0ku 1721
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Abu _____
 6. Short dagger
 10. Inner bark of the paper 

mulberry
 14. Proportions
 15. Great Lake
 16. Style or flair
 17. Aquatic mammal
 18. Duplicate
 19. Short quick breath
 20. Defense headquarters
 22. What women get at beauty 

salons
 24. German for “Mister”
 25. US anarchist Emma _______ 

(1869-1940)
 26. Conditional release of a prisoner
 29. President ____ Clinton
 30. University (abbrev.)
 31. Latin for “Strong smelling”
 37. Acts without speaking
 39. Before
 40. Loose sleeveless garment
 41. Lack of synchronism
 44. ____-cola
 45. Horse of several colors
 46. Decline in condition
 48. Time zone of the Atlantic coastal 

states
 52. Californian university
 53. Brightly-colored American 

parrots
 54. Betrayers
 58. By mouth
 59. Electrical engineering group
 61. American song bird
 62. Honky-____
 63. Space agency
 64. Thing that happens
 65. Goals
 66. Intestines
 67. Reposes 
 DOWN
 1. Globule of liquid

 2. Detest
 3. Attention (abbrev.)
 4. Composer Ludwig von 

_________
 5. Middle Eastern country
 6. Home furnishings
 7. Ferrous
 8. Tear
 9. Hole in a door
 10. Lukewarm
 11. Warning sound
 12. Chinese “bear” 
 13. Russian playwright _____ 

Chekhov

 21. Golfer ____ Norman
 23. Allocate
 25. Distributed
 26. Wild American cat
 27. Licorice-flavored seed
 28. Frosty
 29. Title of nobility
 32. Broadcast again
 33. Profitable
 34. Son of Seth
 35. City in France
 36. Look at quickly
 38. Fastener 
 42. Fool about

 43. Young Women’s Christian 
Association

 47. Director ______ Stone
 48. Show excessive emotion
 49. Moses’ brother
 50. Scandanavian (abbrev.)
 51. Speaks
 52. Compounds found in 

urine
 54. Exam
 55. Mineral-bearing rocks
 56. Lease
57. Drunkards
60. French for “Water”
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sity an ideal university.”
MUSU leader also ap-

pealed to the likeminded 
students’ bodies of the 
state and other civil soci-
ety organisations to sup-
port the movement. 

However the essential 
services including the re-
ligious programmes will 
be exempted from the 
purview of the strike, he 
added.

Meanwhile Demo-
cratic students’ alliance of 
Manipur (Desam) volun-

teers continued to stage 
protest in Imphal by burn-
ing the effigies of Union 
HRD Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar, Chief Minister N 
Biren and Vice Chancellor 
Prof Pandey in front of the 
western gate of the historic 
Kangla fort in Imphal on 
Tuesday.

Police arrived at the 
scene and stopped the 
protest but the volunteers 
of Desam which has been 
demanding immediate 
end of Manipur crisis and 

immediate declaration of 
semester examination of 
the college students, also 
tried to storm the Chief 
Minister’s bungalow this 
afternoon but police who 
arrived at the scene pre-
vented them. 

Later state police au-
thority deployed armed 
and unarmed security 
personnel in and around 
the Raj Bhavan, chief min-
ister’s bunglow and state 
BJP head office all located 
within a radius of one kilo-

metre in Imphal to avoid 
any untowards incidents.

Meanwhile students 
of Ibotonsana girls higher 
secondary school staged 
a protest by making hu-
man chain in front of 
their school along Uripok-
Kangchup road and de-
mand action against those 
police personnel involved 
in Monday’s lathi charge 
wherein Desam general 
secretary Oinam shital 
sustained serious injury 
and hospitalised.

On the other hand 
President Ng Milan of 
Manipuri Students Fed-
eration on behalf of the 
important students bodies 
in the state including All 
Manipur Students Union, 
Kangleipak Students Asso-
ciation, Apunba Ireipakki 
Maheiroi Sinpanglup, Stu-
dents Union of Kangleipak 
announced to support the 
48 hour general strike dur-
ing a press conference in 
Imphal on Tuesday. 

Many local bodies 
including the bodies of 
Meira Paibi, torch bearing 
women and Singjamei 
to Lilong United Club’s 
Organisation also an-
nounced to support the 
general strike.



amount of public share-
holding (in IDBI) is very 
small, only about 5 per cent 

and will not have much 
bearing on the stake sale,” 
he said.

LIC will now approach 
the markets regulator Secu-
rities and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) for approval, 
as well as for clearance 
from the Reserve Bank of 
India and the government, 
Garg said.

The IRDAI has given its 
approval for the stake pur-

chase stipulating that the 
interests of LIC policyhold-
ers are to be protected and 

reduction of LIC’s stake in 
IDBI Bank over a period of 
time.

The challenges for LIC 
while investing in IDBI 
Bank is its huge non-per-
forming assets (NPA).

IDBI Bank, whose 
gross non-performing as-
sets (NPAs), or bad loans, 
amounted to a stagger-
ing Rs 55,600 crore at the 
end of the fourth quarter 

ended March, posted a loss 
of Rs 5,662.76 crore for the 
quarter, its numbers being 

pulled down further by its 
deteriorating NPAs.

The bank had reported 
a net loss of Rs 3,199.77 
crore in the correspond-
ing quarter of the 2017-18 
fiscal. It has now reported 
losses for the sixth succes-
sive quarter.

In addition, the em-
ployees unions in both the 
IDBI Bank and LIC are op-
posed to the deal.

Old Name:  
NOKZENKETBA C PONGEN

New Name: 
NOKZENKETBA 

CHUNGSHI IMCHEN
Vide Affidavit No: 1192/2018
Date: 17/07/2018 D

-5
74

1

CHANGE OF NAME

Old Name:  
OMAINLA C PONGEN

New Name: 
OMAINLA CHUNGSHI 

IMCHEN
Vide Affidavit No: 1191/2018
Date: 17/07/2018 D

-5
74

2

CHANGE OF NAME

Old Name:  
PHILEMON AMENLA 

LONGKUMER
New Name: 

AMENLA ZUMVU
Vide Affidavit No: 1193/2018
Date: 17/07/2018 D

-5
74

3

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Smti. HUTOLI SUMI through 
this affidavit vide Registration 
number 6432/18 dated 18/06/18 
hereby declare that the names 
HUTOLI V ZHIMO and HUTOLI 
SUMI are one and of the same 
person. And that the name, Smti. 
HUTOLI SUMI will be used in all 
my official correspondence and 
record including Bank pass book 
from now onwards.

(HUTOLI SUMI)
DEPONENT

DECLARATION

D-5740

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. VIZEZO S/o LT. ERIC SIEZIE, Research Associate, SCERT, Nagaland, 
Kohima resident of Lower Midland, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late father- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, 
Gratuity & other service benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No.10530579974 SBI Kohima 
Branch. Who expired on 30.05.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V  Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018

KG-2675

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. AVONUO YIESE W/o LT. KEDUO YIESE, Peon, Dte of Fisheries, Kohima 
resident of Lerie Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late 
husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity, Commutation & other service 
benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No.30733808976 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No. 
143820-0000-01 SBI General Insurance, Lerie Branch. Who expired on 18.01.2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018

KG-2676

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Kumari. RITA MALIK D/O LT. KHALIA MALIK, Pensioner resident of New 
Reserve Phesama, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late father-Pension P.O. No. NL/S/22067 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C 
No.30284128728 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 08/11/2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (LITHRONGLA TONGPI RUTSA)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V              Dated Kohima, the 11th July, 2018

KG-2677

B.TH / M.DIV / M.TH : CORRESPONDENCE
Govt. Recognised & Accredited (National/International/Global). Housewife / Govt/ Mission / 
Private employees can apply. Excellent notes are provided. Admission is going on.
Contact: Faith Theological College (FTC), Ura Villa Colony, Circuit House Area, Dimapur
Phone No. 9856319201 /7005091090 /8837099195/ 9774870677
Note: G.Th / B.Th /M.Div regular admission going on. Day Scholar allowed.

D-5738

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 17th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-285/18    Notice is hereby given that Smti. 
Arensangla Longkumer -Vrs-  Benethung Odyuo  resident of  
_______Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
………….. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Arensangla Longkumer
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri (AR), Patta No: 1397
Dag No: 1897, Area: 03B-02K-10Ls

NOTICE

D-5746

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 17th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-276/18/2907-08     Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti T. DOLIE -Vrs- N. TALUNIBO resident of 
SUPPLY COLONY Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 17.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : T. DOLIE 
Village/Block No: NAHARBARI, Patta No: 391
Dag No: 201/653, Area: 00B-01K-04 Ls
North: SASHILEMBA LONGKUMER, South: P. KONYAK, 
East: APPROACH ROAD, West: BILSON

NOTICE

D-5748

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the  th    18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-287/18     Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Elisen Jami -Vrs- R. Noringi resident of Oriental Colony 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 17.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder :  Elisen Jami
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 80
Dag No: 256/263/603, Area: 00B-02K-06 Ls
North: Land of Meren Lkr., South: Land of Yansaromo Jami, 
East: Land of Hukato, West: 

NOTICE

D-5749

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the  th    18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-286/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Ihoto -Vrs- C. Phuniang resident of Samaguri Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 17.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder :  Ihoto 
Village/Block No: Dubagaon, Patta No: 385
Dag No: 298/460, Area: 00B-03K-09 Ls
North: Khekugha, South: Paongom Khiamniungan, 
East: Approach Road, West: Lashito

NOTICE

D-5750

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 17th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.REV-1/90-D/                  / Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti. Rev. Ghokuto. L. Chishi    resident 
of Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No. 789, Dag 
No.371/945 measuring an area 01-00-00 located 
at Block No/Village Kuchiabill, Mouza No.03 which 
has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank. 

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 26/7/18.

NOTICE

D-5747

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri/Smti Dr THEPFUSANO D AONOK @ Dr THEPFUSANO AONOK and Dr 
LULU W/o Dr SENDIMEREN AONOK of presently residing at B-1 New Ministers 
Hill Kohima, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirms and declares as follows
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That in some of the documents my name has been recorded as Dr 

THEPFUSANO D AONOK and in some documents recorded as Dr 
THEPFUSANO AONOK and in some other documents including Voters 
ID Card my name has been Dr LULU (Pet name) hence, the stated name 
represents the same person having single identity i.e. myself.

3. That henceforth I herewith rectified the same and declares that my official 
name will be Dr THEPFUSANO D AONOK for all references.

4. That the above statements made are true to the best of my knowledge and no 
material facts has been concealed herein.

And I signed this affidavit before the competent authority on 3rd July 2018
at Kohima, Nagaland.    

Deponent
Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent above mentioned named on this 
day      Kohima, Nagaland.   

Magistrate/Notary Public
K-1803

Regd. No: 2822/18   Date: 03.07.18
(Rectification/Correction Names)

NOTICE INVITATING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME 
FORWARD (SECTION 375 OF THE INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)
In the court of Shri Albert Ezung 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Dimapur Nagaland
Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for grant of 
Succession Certificate for the estate of Late Nayan Mech 
Deseased, has been filed by Smti. Teiso Mech/Ruben Mech 
relation wife/Son R/o Padumpukhuri Dimapur to draw his/her 
family pension, Bank Acct, Landed property, covered by Patta 
No.56, Dag No.417, Mouza No.3 Padumpukhuri etc, who 
expire on 20/5/07.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 
administration of the estate of the said deceased, may if he/
she so desires appear in this court within 30 days, on the said 
day of 18/8/18.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this 17 day of 7/18.

Sd/-
Addl. Deputy Commissioner 

Dimapur NagalandD-5744

AFFIDAVIT
I, Mr. Momansham Charanga, S/o Shri. Moranshim Charanga, aged about 22 
years, resident of  H/No.110, Signal Lhomithi Village, Dist- Dimapur, Pin-797112, 
State- Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under : 
1) That I am a bonafide citizen of India and as such competent to swear this 
affidavit. 
2) That as per my educational documents my father’s name has been 
inadvertently out of ignorance entered/recorded as ‘Moramshim Charanga’. 
3) That my father’s actual name should be read as ‘Moranshim Charanga’. 
4) That both the names ‘Moranshim Charanga’ and ‘Moramshim Charanga’ 
pertain to one and the same person i.e. my father. 
5) That 1 have sworn this affidavit for the purpose of rectifying my father’s 
name to as ‘Moranshim Charanga’ for documentary proof before the 
concerned authority. 
6) That the averments in the foregoing paras 1-5 are correct and true to the 
best of my knowledge and belief and nothing material is concealed therein and I 
signed this affidavit on this the  17th day of July 2018. 

Solemnly affirmed and sworn before me 
Pfukrulhi Khupfuh
NOTARY PUBLIC

D-5745

Regd. No.968/18  Date: 17.07.2018

DEPONENT

K-1802

D
-5

73
9

5BUSINESS
EastErn Mirror  |  Wednesday, July 18, 2018

Oil prices lift domestic equity 
indices; Nifty regains 11k—mark
Mumbai, July 17 (IANS): 
Slide in global crude oil 
prices along with expec-
tations of fund infusion 
into public sector banks 
and value buying lifted 
the key domestic equity 
indices higher on Tues-
day.

However, broadly 
negative Asian and Eu-
ropean indices capped 
gains.

Analysts pointed out 
that healthy buying was 
witnessed in banking, 
oil and gas, automobile 
and consumer durables 
stocks.

Index-wise, the 
broader Nifty50 of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) closed at 11,008.05 
points -- higher by 71.20 
points or 0.65 per cent -- 
from its previous close.

The barometer 
30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex), which opened 
at 36,390.99 points, 
closed at 36,519.96 points 
-- higher by 196.19 points 
or 0.54 per cent -- from 

Mumbai, July 17 (IANS): 
State-run IDBI Bank on 
Tuesday said it will seek 
rgw central government’s 
nod on the Life Insurance 
Corp’s (LIC) proposal to 
acquire 51 per cent stake in 
the debt-ridden lender.

According to a BSE fil-
ing, the lender received 
LIC’s proposal to acquire 
the controlling stake, as a 
“promoter through prefer-
ential allotment of shares 
or open offer” on Monday.

Subsequently, the 
bank’s Board on Tuesday 
considered the proposal 
and decided to seek the 
government’s decision in 
this regard.

The development 
comes a day after the LIC 
Board approved the acqui-
sition of up to 51 per cent 
stake in IDBI Bank.

Briefing reporters after 
the board meeting in New 
Delhi, Economic Affairs 
Secretary S.C. Garg said the 
sale process is likely to take 
place through preferential 
shares.

“The amount we’re 
looking at (from stake sale) 
will be as per the issue of 
the preferential shares,” he 
said.

Asked if an open offer 
would also be made for the 
IDBI stock, Garg said this 
was unlikely.

“An open offer may not 
come about because the 

IDBI Bank to seek government 
nod for LIC’s stake purchase

its previous session’s 
close of 36,323.77 points.

Sensex touched a high 
of 36,549.55 points and a 
low of 36,261.78 during 
the intra-day trade.

On Monday -- the 
previous trade session -- 
both the indices closed 
in the red due to a rise in 
wholesale inflation rate 
and broadly weak global 
cues.

“Markets bounced 
back sharply on Tuesday 
after the sharp correction 
seen in the previous ses-
sion. The gains came on 
the back of an overnight 
steep fall in crude oil 
prices, which will benefit 
India from various an-
gles,” said Deepak Jasani, 
Head of Retail Research 
at HDFC Securities.

“Major Asian markets 

have closed mostly in the 
negative.” 

European indices like 
FTSE 100, DAX and CAC 
40 traded “mildly in the 
red”.

According to Geojit 
Financial Services’ Head 
of Research Vinod Nair: 
“Market regained 11,000 
mark, given the strong 
earnings and benign 
yield despite rise in infla-
tion.”

“Notably, mid and 
small cap participated in 
today’s up move, which 
were underperform-
ing in recent times due 
to rich valuation. Addi-
tionally, drop in oil price 

and strengthening rupee 
may contain inflationary 
pressure. PSU banks out-
performed due to pros-
pects of government’s re-
capitalisation plan.”

On the currency 
front, the rupee strength-
ened by 12 paise to end 
at 68.45-46 per dollar, 
against the previous close 
of 68.58 per greenback.

I n v e s t m e n t - w i s e , 
provisional data with 
exchanges showed that 
foreign institutional in-
vestors sold scrip worth 
Rs 673.99 crore and the 
domestic institutional 
investors bought stocks 
worth Rs 840.06 crore.
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Right to Education

S
tarting from Right to Education to the latest pro-
posal of replacing the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) – in recent years, many changes 
have been made to our education system. But 

without being too critical it can be safely said that all 
these changes have so far not been able to improve 
the standard of education in our country. Rather, the 
changes have created an air of uncertainty among the 
students. Students are virtually clueless about their fu-
ture. They do not know what changes will come next 
and what will happen to their career plan? For example, 
students of various central universities are still agitating 
over the reduction of seats for M. Phil and PhD. As usu-
al, students of Delhi’s Jahwarlal Nehru University (JNU) 
were at the forefront of this agitation. So, it was easy for 
the authorities to claim that those students were not at 
all interested in their studies and that they were only in-
terested in occupying the seats to pursue their political 
careers. But the explanation did not answer the moot 
question. What will happen to those students who are 
eligible to continue their studies further after obtaining 
Master degrees but would not be able do so because 
the universities have suddenly reduced the intake of 
students? Are there any alternatives for them? The au-
thorities have no answer.

The authorities will not be able to answer these 
questions as these decisions were taken more to satisfy 
their own egos rather than keeping the need of our edu-
cation system in mind. As a matter of fact the authori-
ties have failed to realise that education system in our 
country needs a total overhauling from primary to the 
highest level. Effecting changes in one segment ignor-
ing the problems of other sectors will further weaken 
the system. There should be comprehensive policy 
to make education meaningful. Adequate number of 
teachers and a common syllabus for students all over 
the country are the need of the day. Further, it is time to 
think whether education should be on the concurrent 
list or not as this is creating more problems than solu-
tions. For example, recently the Centre has announced 
that history of emergency will become part of the cur-
riculum soon. But the Centre was not the only one to 
do so. Few years ago the West Bengal government in-
cluded Singur Movement in curriculum. Many other 
state governments have also burdened the students by 
including their favourite topics in the syllabus taking 
advantage of education being in the concurrent list. As 
there is common syllabus, when a student enters into 
national level, on most occasions, he or she will have to 
start afresh as the syllabus he or she followed was com-
pletely different.

In such a scenario, steps should be taken to remove 
the flaws prevailing in our education system. Cosmetic 
measures such as replacing UGC by another body will 
serve no purpose. At the same time disparities between 
in Central and state universities should be removed. It 
should be ensured that quality teachers are available in 
all the educational institutions. Only then Right to Edu-
cation will become meaningful.

Chaitanya Mallapur | IANS

Amit Kapoor & Michael Green | IANS

Mohd Imran Khan | IANS

A friend’s presence in the midst of 
suffering provides great comfort.

I read about a mom who was surprised to see her daughter 
muddy from the waist down when she walked in the door 
after school. Her daughter explained that a friend had 

slipped and fallen into a mud puddle. While another class-
mate ran to get help, the little girl felt sorry for her friend 
sitting by herself and holding her hurt leg. So, the daughter 
went over and sat in the mud puddle with her friend until a 
teacher arrived.

When Job experienced the devastating loss of his chil-
dren and became afflicted with painful sores on his entire 
body, his suffering was overwhelming. The Bible tells us 
that three of his friends wanted to comfort him. When they 
found Job, “they began to weep aloud, and they tore their 
robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they sat on 
the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No 
one said a word to him, because they saw how great his 
suffering was” (Job 2:12–13).

Job’s friends initially showed remarkable understand-
ing. They sensed that Job simply needed someone to sit and 
mourn with him. The three men will begin to speak in the 
next few chapters. The irony is that when the friends do be-
gin to speak, they end up giving Job poor advice (16:1–4).

Often the best thing we can do when comforting a hurt-
ing friend is to sit with them in their suffering.

Heavenly Father, help me to be a good friend to those 
who are hurting. Thank You that You promise to be near 
to those who are suffering and provide encouragement 

through Your Holy Spirit.

India Accounts for 1/5th of Global Deaths From Floods

The UN’s Grand SDR Plan Won’t Be Achieved Without the Grassroots

Dolphin Population Declines in India’s Only Dolphin Sanctuary

Vices in Chicken and Their Prevention

S
ince every poultry farmers have different manage-
mental practices with different housing system, 
different vices develop accordingly to the different 
managemental practices. This chicken vices some-

time becomes quite extensive right from the beginning and 
their eradication pose a big problem. These vices usually 
may incur huge financial loss to the farmers

Some of the chicken vices are -
1. Egg eating
2. Feather picking/pulling
3. Toe picking

4. Fighting
5. Vent picking

Steps to prevent vices in chicken are:
1. Sufficient well balance nutritional feeds and portable 

clean drinking water
2. Provide sufficient space for every chicken, avoid over-

crowding 
3. Avoid intermixing of different age of chicken, pro-

vide separate shed for chick,grower and layer
4. Keep the chicken free from external ecto-parasite
5. Chicken house should be dry and airy 

6. Darken  the chicken nest area when in laying stages
7. Regular deworming  of the chicken
8. Separation of sick ,weak chicken from the  main 

flock
9. Provide daily sufficient green forages leaves
10. Debeaking of the chicken at grower stages
11. Cull or separate the vices chicken from the main flock 

immediately
When this vices occur in any chicken farm an expert 

veterinarians should be consulted for future treatment and 
preventive measures

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

I
ndia accounts for one-fifth of global 
deaths due to floods, according to 
government data that lends perspec-
tive to a new World Bank study that 

says climate change will lower the stand-
ards of living of nearly half of the countrys 
population by 2050.

As many as 107,487 people died due to 
heavy rains and floods across India over 64 
years between 1953 and 2017, according to 
Central Water Commission data presented 
to the Rajya Sabha on March 19. Damage 
to crops, houses and public utilities was re-
ported to be Rs 365,860 crore -- or as much 
as three per cent of the country’s current 
GDP -- the data shows.

“The main reasons of floods have been 
assessed as high intensity rainfall in short 
duration, poor or inadequate drainage ca-
pacity, unplanned reservoir regulation and 
failure of flood control structures,” accord-
ing to a reply to the Rajya Sabha.

With heavy rains sweeping western In-

dia, many cities such as Mangaluru, Mum-
bai and Junagarh have flooded during the 
2018 monsoon season. Over 30 people 
died in floods that inundated 58 villages. 

“Temperatures have been rising across 
the [South Asia] region, and are projected 
to continue increasing for the next several 
decades under all plausible climate scenar-
ios,” the World Bank study, published on 
June 28, said. 

These changes will result in more fre-
quent flooding, greater water demand and 
increased heat-related medical issues.

South Asian cities such as Kolkata, 
Mumbai, Dhaka and Karachi -- that are 
home to over 50 million people -- face a 
substantial risk of flood-related damage 
over the next century, the report said.

India is one of the world’s most vul-
nerable regions to climate change. It has 
increased the frequency of downpours as 
well as the gaps between rainy days dur-
ing the monsoon, as IndiaSpend reported 
earlier.

As India’s climate warms, extreme 
weather, such as intense rain and floods, is 

predicted to worsen.
The new World Bank study mentioned 

above said the worst affected states by 
2050 would be Chhattisgarh and Madhya 
Pradesh. Seven of the 10 most affected dis-
tricts will belong to Vidarbha, Maharash-
tra.

India could see a six-fold increase in 
population exposed to the risk of severe 
floods by 2040 -- to 25 million people from 
3.7 million facing this risk between 1971 
and 2004, based on a study published in 
Science Advances, a peer-reviewed journal.

“India is highly vulnerable to floods,” 
according to the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority, a government body. 
“Out of the total geographical area of 329 
million hectares (mha), more than 40 mha 
is flood prone.”

Over 1,600 people die every year due 
to floods, affecting nearly 32 million peo-
ple. More than 92,000 cattles are lost every 
year, seven million hectares of land is af-
fected, and damage is over Rs 5,600 crore.

“High losses from floods reflect India’s 
inadequacy to cope with the current vari-

ability in climate, let alone future climate 
change,” Ashvani Kumar Gosain, profes-
sor in the Department of Civil Engineer-
ing, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Delhi, told IndiaSpend earlier.

States that are flood-prone include 
West Bengal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab.

“Intense rains during the monsoon sea-
son cause rivers like Brahmaputra, Ganga 
and Yamuna to swell their banks, which in 
turn floods the adjacent areas,” according 
to this reply to the Lok Sabha on April 4.

There are 226 flood forecasting stations 
across 20 states, two Union territories and 
19 river basins to monitor floods in the 
country. The government plans to expand 
the network to 325 stations by March 2020.

(In arrangement with IndiaSpend.org, 
a data-driven, non-profit, public interest 

journalism platform, with whom Chaitanya 
Mallapur is an analyst. The views expressed 

are those of  IndiaSpend. Feedback at 
respond@indiaspend.org)

T
his week in New York, the United Nations’ 
grandly-titled High Level Political Forum on Sus-
tainable Development is reaching a crescendo. 
It’s not quite the level of chaos as the UN Gen-

eral Assembly that takes place in September when mon-
archs, presidents, prime ministers and their entourages 
bring Manhattan to a Delhi-style gridlock. But the HLPF, 
as it is known in the development jargon, is a mind-bog-
gling cacophony of experts and meetings all trying to get 
a handle on how we can deliver on the hugely ambitious 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDs)agenda by the 2030 
deadline.

The HLPF has a significant role to play in achieving 
the SDGs as it serves as a global platform for the delegates 
who review the targets, note the positive momentum, warn 
about the challenges that leaders will face in the following 
year and provide suggestions that can help the world in 
moving forward on the right path. These discussions are 
vital as they will help in turning the highly ambitious goals 
into a reality. 

The evidence from the discussion so far is that three 
years in, we are only now getting to grips with how hard 
this is going to be. And there are only 12 years to go to 
figure out and implement a solution.

To get a sense of the challenge take one of the ‘simpler’ 
challenges: eradicating hunger. This is a real problem for 
India but one where we have made real progress in the last 

decade. If  we go by the India Social Progress estimates, 
the country has observed significant progress on Goal 2 
-- end all forms of malnutrition by 2030. The average score 
for the country on the Nutrition & Basic Medical Care 
pillar(reflecting Goal 2) has increased at a Compound An-
nual Growth Rate of 3.09 per cent. However, even if  we 
maintain our current rate of progress against hunger, we 
will fall well short of the lofty goal that no one should go 
to bed hungry.

Why? Because the fight against hunger in India is not 
a problem with one solution. Behind the averages is a con-
siderable diversity of states and districts, where some are 
doing better than the others. At the state level, Kerala, Ma-
nipur and Goa are doing exceedingly well. The rates of  
stunting, wasting, underweight children are lower than the 
country average in these states, and therefore their scores 
on Nutrition & Basic Medical Care are high. On the other 
hand, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh are the ones that require immediate attention. 
These states form the lower tier on the Nutrition & Basic 
Medical Care pillar due to the high prevalence of hunger. 
For instance, the incidence of underweight children in 
Jharkhand (47.8), Bihar (43.9), Madhya Pradesh (42.8), 
Uttar Pradesh (39.5) and Rajasthan (36.7) is way higher 
than the country average of 28 per cent. The same holds 
true for rates of stunting, wasting and anaemia, among 
others in these states.

Similarly, there exists diversity within the states as well. 
For instance, the Nutrition & Basic Medical Care scores 

of Rajasthan’s districts range from 45 (Banswara) to 70 
(Sikar). The scores on the higher end are comparable with 
some districts of Kerala and Manipur. 

Therefore, it is important for us to realise that unless 
we focus our efforts on the states and districts that are 
struggling the most, we will not achieve this laudable goal. 
However, it is encouraging to note that states in the lower 
tier have driven progress during the last decade. The scores 
for this tier have grown at an average of 18.9 per cent 
against the country average of 3.09 per cent.

The lesson here is that SDGs are not about one top-
down plan for the planet. If  we wait for the experts in New 
York to figure it out, we will still be waiting in 2030. Only 
if  we can turn the vision of the SDGs, a world where no 
one is left behind, into local action - country by country, 
state by state, city by city, district by district, community 
by community - do we have a chance to make this a reality.

The Social Progress Index for India is the roadmap 
that can guide these actions. Through the SPI we already 
know, district by district, where we stand on the SDG 
agenda, from hunger to sanitation, to health, to inclusion. 
It is now up to government, businesses, and NGOs to take 
the actions necessary to tackle these problems. Today, not 
in 2030.

(Amit KAPOOR is chair, Institute for Competitiveness. 
He can be contacted at Amit.Kapoor@competitiveness.in. 

Michael Green is CEO for Social Progress Imperative. The 
views expressed are personal)

T
he population of the endangered 
Gangetic river dolphin has de-
clined at the Vikramshila Ganget-
ic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS) 

here, Indi’s only sanctuary for its national 
aquatic animal.

A survey conducted in December 2017 
by Vikramshila Biodiversity Research and 
Education Centre (VBREC) -- in partner-
ship with researchers from Ashoka Trust 
for Research on Ecology and Environment 
(ATREE), Bengaluru, and Wild Life In-
stitute of India (WII), Dehradun -- found 
that the number of dolphins in the sanctu-
ary had declined to 154 from 207 in 2015.

Sunil Choudhary, coordinator of  
VBREC at Tilka Manjhi Bhagalpur Uni-
versity and an expert on dolphins, with 
over two-and-a-half decades of research 
and field experience, said the declining 
population showed up in the last two sur-
veys in 2016 and 2017, compared to the 
2015 survey.

Every year we do two surveys in the 
sanctuary. One thing is clear: 2015 on-
wards we see a declining trend of dolphin 
population. We are currently busy doing 
the 2018 surve”.”

“We are still analysing the exact rea-
sons but the movement of big cargo ves-
sels in the river and dredging activities have 
impacted the number of dolphins. There 
might be other reasons but these two seem 
to be very important for the decline in 
number of dolphins in the sanctuary ar”a,” 
Choudhary told thethirdpole.net.

This is not a surprise. Last year, dol-
phin experts had warned that due to their 
effective blindness, and dependence on 
echolocation, the Gangetic dolphins would 
suffer from the noise pollution created by 
large ship propellers, and by dredging.

Dredging activity in the area has in-
creased manifold in recent years because 
the Central government has declared the 
stretch of the Ganga from Varanasi to Hal-
dia in West Bengal National Waterway 
Number 1. A channel for heavy ships is be-
ing dredged, and a shipping container port 
in Varanasi is almost ready. The plan is part 

of In’ia’s aim for cooperation with Nepal 
in the transboundary Ganga basin, with a 
shipping container port meant for goods 
to be transported to and from Nepal being 
built in Bihar.

Choudhary said that during the mon-
soon dolphins go to the tributaries and 
side channels, and return when the water 
recedes. But in the last two years -- when 
the current dredging activity really started 
-- the dolphins had not returned.

VBREC had done an experiment when 
the river was being dredged for another rea-
son -- for an upcoming water supply project 
for the town of Bhagalpur.”

“We did a population census in 2012 
before dredging, and after dredging in 
2013. There was clear proof that dolphins 
moved downstream during the dredging. 
But no one knows how many kilometres 
they moved. That cannot be a plausible 
explanation (because) the dolphins are not 
there (have not returned). We also have 
secondary reports indicating a number of  
accidental deaths which are not reported 
officia”ly.”

While Choudhary said increasing 
dredging in the river by Inland Waterways 
Authority of India had disturbed dolphins 
in the sanctuary, other experts involved in 
the survey blamed increasing pollution, hu-
man interference, siltation and decreasing 
water flow and water level in the river.

A decrease in the number of dolphins 
indicates that there is something wrong 
with the ecosystem, R.K. Sinha, vice 
chancellor of Nalanda Open University 
in Patna and a reputed expert on Gangetic 
river dolphins, said.”

“The water level has been decreasing 
and flow slowed down in river Ganga. 
Siltation is also increasing in the river. All 
these are not favourable to dolp”ins,” he 
pointed out, add”ng: “The dolphin sanc-
tuary area in over 60 km stretch is not 
barric”ded.”

He said the Gangetic river dolphin 
is ‘ndia’s national aquatic animal but fre-
quently falls prey to poachers. Dolphins are 
also sometimes killed without intention by 
being trapped in fish nets or hit by propel-
lers. Wildlife officials say poachers kill dol-
phins for their flesh, fat and oil, which is 

used as a prey to catch fish, as an ointment 
and as a supposed aphrodisiac.

Dolphins prefer water that is at least 
1.5-2.4 metres in depth. They are usually 
found in water where there is enough fish 
for them to feed on. 

Sinha was, however, dismissive of the 
drop in numbers, pointing out that num-
bers had never been very high to begin 
with.

In response, Choudhary pointed out 
that people living on the banks along the 
60-km stretch are also dependent upon the 
river. It was not wise to cut them off from 
their sources of livelihood by barring them 
from it, and alienating them from the sanc-
tuary might be counterproductive”

“You have to make people aware how 
to use and not abuse the river. Their tra-
ditional uses should be respected and you 
cannot alienate them from that. Involving 
fisherfolk communities and others stake-
holders along the river flood plains is the 
only way. There is no easy method of  
conserving dolphins or conserving river 
biodiversity in a protected area. It is a long 
process and it is only possible by involving 
stakehol”ers,” Choudhary said.

Gopal Sharma, a scientist with the Zo-
ological Survey of India, Patna, also said 
that the sanctuary had been disturbed, but 

he added that the data did not fully support 
that the dolphin numbers have come down. 
In 2014, a team of Zoological Survey of  
India led by Sharma conducted a Dolphin 
Status Survey in the sanctuary and found 
129 dolphins there.

He said that a much awaited man-
agement plan for the sanctuary has been 
dela”ed. “I have consulted all stakeholders 
on the plan and the draft is r”ady,” Sharma 
said. He had been asked by the Bihar gov-
ernment to prepare the plan.

Another dolphin expert, D.N. Choud-
hary, who teaches zoology at Tilka Man-
jhi Bhagalpur University, said the number 
of dolphins has definitely decreased. He 
pointed out that other species like ghari-
als, tortoises and fish are also showing a 
decline.

Based on his recent survey of the 
sanc’uary’s stretch from Sultanganj to 
Kahalgaon, D.N. Choudhary said one 
of the main reasons behind dwindling of  
dolphins is increasing pollut”on. “Fish 
production in the area is also witnessing a 
sharp decline mainly due to the river pollu-
tion, which also affects the dolp”ins.”

(In arrangement with thethirdpole.net. Views 
expressed are those of  thethirdpole.net. 

Feedback at information@thethirdpole.net)

DAILY

PATH
A Friend’s Comfort

BIBLE READ:   JOB 2:7–13
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

No one said a word to him, because they  
saw how great his suffering was.       

~  Job 2:13
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IceCube drilling tower and hose reel in December 2009. (Amble/wikipedia, CC BY-SA)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A new opportunity 
could come your way today, Aries. It might 
seem like a dream come true, the chance 
you’ve been waiting for, but you’ll still want to 

think about it a bit. The reason is that it could well dis-
rupt your life, including your romantic circumstances. 
Before you commit to anything, check the facts carefully 
to make sure it’s as good as it seems. Either way, you’ll be 
glad you did.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): New commu-
nications equipment may make whatever 
work you do that much easier to do, Taurus. 
You might have some doubts about your 

ability to use it, but don’t worry. You’ll be able to deal 
with it as well as anyone. You’ll find that it will open 
up new doors for you, both with regard to compiling 
information and staying in contact with old and new 
friends. Go to it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A long-term 
friendship could suddenly develop into some-
thing more now, Gemini. You could see this 
person in a new light and realize that this is a 

very attractive human being. It might come as a shock 
to you, however, and the idea could take a little time to 
get used to. Don’t ignore it for that reason. Just approach 
with caution and see where it takes you. Go with the 
flow!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Too much is on 
your mind right now, Cancer, and so you 
could have trouble sleeping. When you do 
manage to drop off, you could experience bi-

zarre dreams. This is the only downside to your present 
situation, however. Everything else should be going very 
well. It might help to take a walk at night before you go 
to bed. This clears your head, gets the endorphins going, 
and works off excess energy.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Some enlighten-
ing conversations could occur today with 
a partner, Leo, possibly romantic, possibly 
career-related. New methods of operation 

could come to your attention, perhaps involving mod-
ern technology that could speed up the process and in-
crease your income. Bear in mind that some of what you 
hear may not be feasible for a while. Other ideas may 
never be practicable. Remember to remain objective 
and check out the facts.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Hard work on a par-
ticular enterprise for too long a time could fi-
nally lead to an increase in income, Virgo. Cre-
ativity or innovation could be involved. Don’t 

be surprised if you find yourself on the receiving end of 
compliments. You’ll be feeling proud and confident, and 
you certainly have good reason. Buy yourself a present. 
Take your partner out for a celebration. You deserve it.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): YYou tend to be 
adventurous at the calmest of times, Libra. 
Today you could be feeling especially daring. 
You might be tempted to make some radical 

changes in your life, particularly where your profession 
is concerned. You could decide to make your living in 
an offbeat way, or possibly move to a place you’ve never 
considered before. Think about it for a few days. The im-
petus might pass. If it doesn’t, then follow your heart.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You tend to be 
rather intuitive, Scorpio, but today your psy-
chic abilities could seem more focused than 
usual. You’re better able to tune in to thoughts, 

feelings, and events. If you give readings, this is a good day 
for it, because you’re apt to be more accurate than usual. 
Don’t do too many or you could lose your focus and not 
do anyone else any good. Work steadily and pace yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
your mind is apt to be turning to discussions 
of money, Sagittarius. Conversations, per-
haps job related, perhaps social encounters 

with friends, could turn to the subject of new income 
opportunities through modern technology. This is a 
good time to look into such matters, although you’ll 
probably want to consider several before making a 
decision. Unless you absolutely know what you want, 
shop around!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): New oppor-
tunities, perhaps involving writing or speak-
ing, could appear on the horizon along with 
the current planetary energy, Capricorn. You 

aren’t one to take risks on the spur of the moment, so you 
might want to take all the information into consideration 
before committing to anything. It isn’t a good idea to wait 
too long. Things could change! If what you hear appeals 
to you, look into it so you don’t miss the boat.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Letters, phone 
calls, or emails from afar could put you in 
touch with new, interesting people. These 
people could well bring some fascinating 

ideas your way, Aquarius. Shared knowledge can lead to 
mutual advancement on material and spiritual levels. 
This process just might turn a casual acquaintance into 
a firm friend. Expect a lot of contact with these people 
for a long time to come. Enjoy your day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The current as-
pects encourage cultivating your spirituality, 
Pisces. However advanced you are on your 
spiritual journey, there are revelations, awak-

enings, and new experiences waiting. Visit a church or 
a secluded spot in nature that speaks to you and soak 
up the energy. Indulge in some investigation. Check out 
some books on spirituality and symbols, and pay atten-
tion to your dreams.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Simon Peeters |The Conversation

Rohini Krishnamurthy |thewire.in

Scientists Discover a New Source of Neutrinos in 
Space – Opening Up Another Window Into the Universe

To Get Ahead on the Fight Against Snakebite, We Must See Beyond the Big Four
India has about 60 species of venomous snakes ,and to treat their bites, doctors administer polyvalent anti-

venom, a combination of anti-venoms raised against the four snakes that cause most serious and fatal bites.

N
eutrinos – extremely light, ghostly 
particles that barely interact with 
matter – have so far only been ob-
served originating from superno-

vae (exploding stars) and the sun. Now a giant 
detector at the South Pole has discovered that 
a “blazar”, a galaxy with a supermassive black 
hole at its centre, also produces neutrinos.

This is the first time a source of neutrinos 
in space has been discovered in more than 30 
years. What’s more, it’s the first time scientists 
have observed a neutrino particle with high 
energy associated with an astrophysical event. 
This is really exciting news. The observation, 
just published in Science, opens a completely 
new chapter in neutrino astronomy.

Neutrinos are fundamental matter parti-
cles. The ordinary matter that we are all famil-
iar with is made out of electrons and quarks. 
We do not observe neutrinos in daily life as 
they are extremely hard to detect. Theoretical 

physicist Wolfgang Pauli suggested their exist-
ence in 1930, but it took until 1956 before they 
were first seen by experimental physicists com-
ing from a nuclear reactor.

The reason that they are so hard to de-
tect is because they only weakly interact with 
ordinary matter. Most neutrinos fly straight 
through the Earth: they do not interact at all. 
They do, however, play a very important role 
in the universe.

For example, when a heavy star explodes 
at the end of its life, it is known as a superno-
va – as it shows up as an extremely bright and 
seemingly new star in the sky. We now know 
that supernovae emit many more neutrinos 
than photons (light particles), which we cannot 
see by eye. Scientists detected the first neutri-
nos from a supernova in 1987 when a star col-
lapsed just outside our Milky Way. This unique 
observation has given us a better understand-
ing of supernovae, as well as the properties of  
neutrinos themselves.

This event marked the birth of what we 

call neutrino astronomy. Powerful neutrino tel-
escopes were built soon after. One of them was 
the Sudbury Neutrino Observatory (SNO). 
Physicist Art McDonald received the Nobel 
Prize for Physics in 2015 for the detailed stud-
ies of solar neutrinos that he and his team did 
using this observatory, and the insights this 
gave us into the properties of the neutrino par-
ticles.

Arctic analysis
Another telescope has now grown to be the 
largest of them all. The IceCube experiment at 
the South Pole is a cubic kilometre in size and 
uses deep arctic ice as a target for the neutrinos. 
Although neutrinos typically don’t interact 
with anything, they can produce a charged par-
ticle when they occasionally do interact with 
the fundamental particles that make up ice. In 
IceCube, this resulting particle travels through 
the ice and produces a trail of faint light.

This trail is captured by a large array of  
sensitive photodetectors that are mounted up 
to three kilometres deep into the ice. With this 

information, IceCube can detect high energy 
neutrinos, measure their energy and determine 
where they came from. Other cosmic particles 
only travel a few kilometres through the Earth, 
at most. So, if  the particle is seen to come up 
from below, it must have been produced by a 
neutrino interaction, as it is the only particle 
that can travel such a large distance through 
the planet.

The neutrino that was observed by IceCube 
in September 2017 is very special. This neu-
trino must have had an extremely high energy 
– IceCube scientists estimate between 183 and 
290 trillion electron volts (a unit of energy). 
That is 28-45 times more energy than the parti-
cles in the beam of the Large Hadron Collider  
at CERN, the world’s most powerful particle 
accelerator.

However, neutrinos with even higher en-
ergies have been observed by IceCube before. 
The exciting thing about the new discovery is 
that it has been shown to come from a blazar, 
which has been observed by other experiments, 

such as the FermiLAT satellite and the MAG-
IC telescope. In a blazar, it is thought that the 
supermassive black hole at the centre absorbs 
matter to produce two extremely powerful jets 
of radiation. These jets could act as powerful 
particle accelerators.

Blazars were long suspected as a possible 
source of very high energy neutrinos in the uni-
verse, but we now have firm evidence. Together 
with IceCube, observations of this blazar have 
been made using telescopes that are sensitive 
to different types of electromagnetic radiation: 
radio, optical, gamma ray, and X-ray.

With this observation, IceCube has made a 
significant step forward in neutrino astronomy. 
Its neutrino adds new information to the obser-
vation of the blazar, helping us to understand 
these fascinating objects better. It can tell us 
about the mechanism of particle acceleration 
in blazars and more about how blazars pro-
duce such tremendous amounts of energy. We 
may even learn something new about the uni-
verse, or neutrinos, that we didn’t expect.

S
ometime in late 2006, a 24-year-old 
female agricultural worker from Rajas-
than was bitten by a snake while work-
ing in a field. Being very superstitious, 

she prayed and offered gifts to a saint in a tem-
ple, believing this would end her suffering. But 
the pain persisted. As her condition worsened, 
she was rushed to a hospital. They identified 
the venom as being from a Sochurek’s saw-
scaled viper, which is found in northern India, 
Pakistan and Iran.

Doctors began treating her with anti-ven-
om and, in a few hours, she began developing 
hives on her skin; some patients respond ad-
versely to anti-venom. This was treated using 
epinephrine, a drug that controls allergic reac-
tions. A CT scan also showed bleeding outside 
the brain. Sixteen anti-venom vials, a surgery 
to remove the clot in her head and 20 days 
later, she regained consciousness. She was sub-
sequently discharged after her gruelling stay at 
the hospital.

This case was reported in 2007 by doctors 
studying the efficacy of anti-venoms against 
Sochurek’s saw-scaled viper, and it reflects 
poorly on the condition of snakebite treatment 
in India and draws our attention to two major 
issues.

First, India has the highest burden of  
snakebites with an estimated death toll of  
45,900 every year. Many believe that these 
numbers are underreported because a major-
ity of these incidents occur in neglected rural 
areas. (However, Indian government reports 
based on hospital records give a figure of less 

than 1,500 snakebite fatalities per year.)
“Treatment in public health centres is free 

but many do not have the capacity to treat 
snakebites,” Priyanka Kadam, of the Snake-
bite Healing and Education Society (SHE), 
an NGO that works to create awareness, told 
The Wire. Often, “patients end up spending a 
lot of money at private hospitals or mission-
ary hospitals. The treatment can cost anything 
between Rs 10,000 and Rs 30,000 depending 
on the number of vials of anti-venom admin-
istered.”

Second, the anti-venom we use today are 
inefficient. The manufacturing process hasn’t 
changed much since the 1890s. First, small 
doses of snake venom are injected into hors-
es. In response, the horse’s immune system 
mounts an attack and produces antibodies 
that seek out and neutralise the toxins in the 
venom. The binding of an antibody to a toxin 
molecule is highly specific – analogous to how 
a key fits in a lock. These antibodies are ex-
tracted and sold as anti-venom.

India has about 60 species of venomous 
snakes (15 of which are known to cause fatali-
ties), and to treat their bites, doctors adminis-
ter polyvalent anti-venom, a combination of  
anti-venoms raised against the four snakes that 
cause most serious and fatal bites: cobra, krait, 
Russell’s viper and saw-scaled viper.

A growing body of evidence suggests this 
one-size-fits-all-approach to treating snake 
bites is no good. Depending on genetics, their 
diet and habitat, snakes can show differences 
in their venom composition. For example, So-
churek’s saw-scaled viper is a subspecies of the 
saw-scaled viper. Because of the possible dif-
ferences in venom composition between them, 

doctors had to treat the 24-year-old with high 
doses of anti-venom.

A major cause of concern is that around 
80% of all polyvalent anti-venom are raised 
against snakes caught in one district of Tamil 
Nadu by the Irula Cooperative Venom Centre, 
and this may not be very effective in treating 
snake bites in other parts of the country. A 
study conducted to test the efficacy of anti-ven-
om in a hospital in Chandigarh showed that, 
on average, doctors administered 51.2 vials of  
anti-venom for each cobra or krait bite. Such 
high doses put patients at risk of developing 
adverse reactions.

Instead of relying on non-specific poly-
valent anti-venoms, monovalent anti-venoms 
raised against a particular species of snake 
venom may prove to be safe and economical 
because it could reduce the need to administer 
higher doses of anti-venom. However, Nicho-
las Casewell, who studies snake venom at the 
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, said, 
“The main issue with monovalent anti-venoms 
is identifying the snake that caused the attack. 
It is best to run diagnostic tests but such tests 
only exist in Australia for Australian snakes – 
there are no diagnostic tests available for use in 
Africa or Asia at this time.” And these tests are 
expensive and could waste valuable time.

Alternative strategies
Snake venom is a complex mixture of toxins 
that hijack and disturb specific cellular proc-
esses. For example, neurotoxins attack the 
nervous system and paralyse while haemotox-
ins disrupt blood-clotting and precipitate organ 
failure. Tapping into advancements in genom-
ics and proteomics has helped scientists screen 

individual toxins in venoms to predict their 
pathologies. “We can also compare which tox-
ins are shared or are different among different 
snake species,” Casewell said.

Studying venom composition has also 
helped scientists realise that polyvalent anti-
venoms do not neutralise certain toxins that 
cause tissue damage at the bite site. Ashis K. 
Mukherjee and his team from Tezpur Uni-
versity, Assam, found in 2017 that polyvalent 
anti-venom didn’t neutralise certain toxins in 
the venom of the saw-scaled viper. In other 
words, these toxins didn’t provoke the im-
mune systems of horses from which they were 
derived. Some of these substances, including 
phospholipase A

2
, metalloproteinases and hy-

aluronidase cause widespread tissue damage 
and, in some cases, cripple victims, robbing 
them of their ability to earn a living. Efforts 
are on to design molecular inhibitors against 
these toxins.

Adopting another strategy, researchers 
from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medi-
cine are working on pathology-based anti-ven-
oms that promise to be specific and affordable. 
“Since relatively few toxin families are respon-
sible for the various specific pathologies we see 
after snakebite, directing treatments towards 
these groups of toxins may help clinicians 
treating patients,“ Casewell explained. “For 
example, if  they see evidence of pathologies 
such as haemorrhage or coagulopathy, they 
could use the anti-venom specific to them.”

“This strategy contrasts with current poly-
valent anti-venoms that seek to neutralise all of  
the diverse toxins found in venoms of all the 
snakes from a single geographical area, irrespec-
tive of the pathologies they cause,” he added.

With these recent developments, things are 
definitely looking up. But Casewell cautioned 
that “developing new types of treatment for 
snakebite is likely to take many years before 
they reach the clinic.”

David Warrell, an emeritus professor of  
tropical medicine at the University of Oxford, 
believes that polyvalent anti-venom has to be 
redesigned to accommodate more species than 
the current “big four”. He emphasised the need 
to improve production methods to reduce high 
rates of adverse reactions, and to carry out 
clinical studies in line with those of all other 
medications to establish their efficacy in hu-
man patients, their safety and to guide dosage.

How much longer before a breakthrough, 
then? “Research on all aspects of snakebite has 
been neglected because of its low public health 
profile and mainly the underestimated burden 
of human morbidity and mortality,” War-
rell said. “Recognition of the importance of  
snakebite by national health authorities, advo-
cacy by influential figures such as Kofi Annan 
and investment by funding agencies will help 
stimulate research.”

In India, there is approximately one snake-
bite death for every two deaths caused by 
AIDS, yet this field does not receive the at-
tention that cancer or tuberculosis do. As for 
what the government should do, Kadam of the 
SHE said, “They should increase GDP spent 
on health and medical infrastructure, equip 
all public health centres to manage snakebite 
cases, revisit guidelines for anti-venom pro-
duction, and invest in regional snake venom 
research centres”.
(Rohini Krishnamurthy is a writer at the Indian 

Institute of  Science, Bengaluru.)
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I stand with the marginalised, 
I am the Congress — Rahul

Centre notifies draft changes to motor vehicle rules, invites suggestions

Police book BJP leaders after canopy collapse at Modi rally

RJD to back 
TDP’s no-trust 
move against 
Modi govt.

Legal action against news portal for circulating 
‘propaganda material’ from Mannan Wani

IT seizes INR 163 cr. cash, 100 kg gold; 
opposition seeks TN CM’s resignation

Lawyers thrash accused in sexual assault of minor girl

Agusta case: Indian authorities fail to produce 
evidence against Michel in UAE court

Over 3,000 gun licenses purportedly issued in 
army personnel name in JK under ATS scanner 

PTI

Rahul Gandhi (File Photo)

PTI

Police personnel outside Mahila court as the 17 people accused in connection with the alleged sexual 
assault of a 11-year-old girl were produced at Madras High Court, in Chennai on Tuesday.

new Delhi, July 17 (Pti): 
Rahul Gandhi today said 
the Congress stands with 
the persecuted and the 
“last person in the line” 
and seeks to erase “hatred 
and fear”, breaking his si-
lence on the controversy 
following a remark on the 
Congress being a “party 
for Muslims” attributed to 
him. The Congress has de-
nied the remark published 
recently in an Urdu daily 
as false and baseless.

“I stand with the last 
person in the line. The 
exploited, marginalised 
and the persecuted. Their 
religion, caste or beliefs 
matter little to me. 

“I seek out those in 
pain and embrace them. 
I erase hatred and fear. I 
love all living beings. I am 
the Congress,” the Con-
gress president said on 
Twitter.

The BJP and the Con-
gress have been sparring 
after the Urdu daily re-
ported that Gandhi, who 
met Muslim intellectuals 
earlier last week, had told 
them that the Congress 
was a party for Muslims.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also raised the 
issue during a speech in 

Azamgarh over the week-
end, saying, “I read in the 
newspaper that the Con-
gress president had said 
that Congress is a party 
of Muslims, and there has 
been discussion on this for 
the past two days.” 

“I am not surprised as 
when Manmohan Singh 
was the PM, he had said 
that Muslims have the first 
right over natural resourc-
es,” Modi said.

Manmohan Singh had 
reportedly said in 2006 
while addressing the 

National Development 
Council that “innovative 
plans” need to be devised 
to ensure that minorities, 
particularly the Muslim 
minority, are empowered 
to share equitably the fruit 
of development and must 
have the first claim on 
resources. 

During his  Azam-
garh rally, Modi also said 
that he wanted to ask the 
Congress whether it was 
“a party of Muslim men 
alone”, referring to the al-
leged reluctance of the 

party to back a legislation 
to protect Muslim women 
from instant divorce.

Gandhi’s reported re-
mark and Modi’s dig at 
him sparked political fire-
works yesterday with the 
BJP alleging its appease-
ment politics damaged the 
country and the rival party 
charging the BJP with try-
ing to sow seeds of hatred 
and division to continue 
its rule.

The Congress also hit 
back at Modi for using the 
reported ‘Muslim party’ 
remark to take a jibe at 
the opposition party and 
said the BJP was the “new 
version of East India Com-
pany” that was allegedly 
trying to sow seeds of ha-
tred and division in the 
country to continue its 
rule like the British.

The BJP has been seek-
ing a clarification from 
Gandhi over the remarks. 

Congress’ communi-
cations in-charge Randeep 
Surjewala clarified that 
the particular newspaper 
which had quoted Gan-
dhi as having made the 
remark or its representa-
tive was not present at the 
meeting of the Muslim 
intellectuals with Gandhi.

new Delhi, July 17 (ianS): The gov-
ernment on Tuesday notified the 
draft of the proposed amendments 
to the Central Motor Vehicles Rules 
that make it mandatory for all com-
mercial vehicles to have automatic 
toll-deduction stickers and vehicle-
tracking devices to obtain national 
permits.

The proposed changes to the 
rules also include carrying of driv-
ing licences and pollution-control 
certificates in digital forms. 

The Road Transport and High-
ways Ministry has invited sugges-
tions and objections from stakehold-
ers to the proposed amendments by 
August 11.

As per the notification, wind-
screens of commercial vehicles will 
have to be affixed with stickers of 

FASTag/reloadable tags that enable 
automatic deduction of toll charges 
at tollbooths. 

The draft amendments include 
additional conditions for obtaining 
national permit, including promi-
nent display of words “National 
Permit or N/P”, an official statement 
said.

“The body of a tanker carrying 
dangerous/hazardous goods has to 
be painted in white and ought to 
display the prescribed class label on 
both sides as well as rear. The vehicle 
will be affixed with reflective tapes in 
front and rear,” it added.

The government also decided 
not to make fitness certificates man-
datory at the time of registration of 
new transport vehicles sold as fully-
built vehicles. 

“Such vehicles will be deemed 
to have certificates of fitness for two 
years from the date of registration. 
It is proposed that the fitness cer-
tificates of transport vehicles will be 
renewed for two years for vehicles up 
to eight years old and for one year for 
vehicles older than eight years,” the 
statement said. 

As per the draft amendments, 
all carriers will be required to carry 
goods in a closed body of the vehicle 
or container.

“If it is necessary to carry goods 
in open-body vehicles, the goods will 
be covered with appropriate mate-
rial like tarpaulin. However, goods 
of indivisible nature, not capable of 
being carried in a closed body or be-
ing covered, may be carried without 
cover,” it said.

Kolkata, July 17 (ianS): 
A day after a canopy col-
lapsed at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s rally in 
West Bengal’s Midnapore 
town, injuring nearly 90 
people, police on Tuesday 
booked the rally organis-
ers, the state BJP, for at-
tempted culpable homi-
cide, police said.

“A case has been filed 
against the organisers of 
the Prime Minister’s event 
under Section 308 of IPC 
for attempting to commit 
culpable homicide. 

They have also been 
booked for causing hurt 
by acts endangering life or 

personal safety of others,” 
an officer said.

Along with the state 
unit of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, the contrac-
tor and decorator who 
built the canopy for Mo-
di’s event, has also been 
booked under the same 
sections.

A section of the make-
shift canopy collapsed 
minutes after Modi started 
his address at the Mid-
napore College ground on 
Monday afternoon. Ninety 
people - 24 of them wom-
en - were taken to hospital 
after the accident.

Modi stopped speak-

ing for a few minutes when 
the structure collapsed 
to urge the audience to 
move to a safer area. He 
also instructed officials 
to make arrangements 
for the treatment of the 
injured.

After the rally, Modi 
visited the injured in the 
hospital.

“First, the soft condi-
tion of the ground due to 
rains, the second shallow 
digging of the iron poles 
(3-4 inches), the fixing 
plate had four joints out 
of which only one was 
fastened with a nut bolt,” 
said Chitrakhsya Sarkar 

of state Forensic Science 
Laboratory.

The state BJP leader-
ship cited rains and over-
crowding for the mishap 
but blamed the police for 
not taking necessary secu-
rity measures or control-
ling the crowd.

“Police did not hold a 
single meeting with the 
organisers.

 The local administra-
tion simply overlooked 
the security aspect of the 
Prime Minister’s meeting. 
Now they cannot shrug off 
their responsibility,” Ben-
gal BJP chief Dilip Ghosh 
said.

Patna, July 17 (ianS): Lalu 
Prasad’s RJD will support 
a no-confidence motion 
of the Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) against the Naren-
dra Modi-led NDA govern-
ment, according to RJD 
leaders.

Three TDP leaders on 
Tuesday met Lalu and 
his wife and former chief 
minister Rabri Devi at 
their official residence, 
10 Circular Road in Patna. 
“We met the couple and 
sought RJD’s support for 
a no-confidence mo-
tion against the Modi 
government,” said TDP 
MP Mohan Rao after the 
meeting. 

Mohan Rao said his 
party MPs have also 
sought appointment with 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar, who is also the 
JD-U president and an 
ally of the BJP-led NDA 
government. 

I n  t h e  c u r r e n t 
535-member Lok Sabha, 
the TDP has 16 MPs while 
the RJD has four. The TDP 
had pulled out of the NDA 
in March over its demand 
for a special category sta-
tus for Andhra Pradesh.

Srinagar, July 17 (Pti): Police today 
initiated legal proceedings against a news 
portal for allegedly circulating a letter, 
which they termed as a “propaganda 
material”, from Abdul Mannan Wani, a 
former Aligarh Muslim University scholar 
who joined Hizbul Mujahideen earlier 
this year. The letter was allegedly carried 
by the news portal yesterday.

“Police have taken cognizance of the 

propaganda material circulated by a re-
sponsible portal involving a proscribed 
terrorist organisation HM (Hizbul Muja-
hideen),” a police spokesman said.

The spokesman said Wani, affiliated 
with Hizbul Mujahideen, was behind the 
write up carried by the news portal.

“Legal proceedings under relevant 
provisions have been initiated by the 
police,” he added.

Chennai, July 17 (ianS): 
Leaders of major politi-
cal parties in Tamil Nadu 
on Tuesday demanded a 
multi-agency probe into 
the affairs of road contrac-
tors raided by Income Tax 
department in the state 
and also the resignation 
of Chief Minister K. Palan-
iswami.

The demand follows 
the IT department’s sei-
zure of unaccounted INR 
163 crore in cash and 100 
kg of gold during searches 
carried out in the premis-
es of Nagarajan Seyya-
durai, promoter of SPK 
& Co, employees and as-
sociates.

While INR 24 lakh cash 
was seized from Seyya-
durai’s residence, the re-
maining cash and gold 
were kept at the places of 
his employees, associates 
and in cars.

D M K  l e a d e r  M . K . 
Stalin questioned the si-
lence of Chief Minister 
Palaniswami after the IT 
search and seizure of huge 
amount of cash and gold 
from road building con-
tractors who bid for state 
government road projects.

Stalin demanded the 
resignation of Palaniswa-
mi to ensure a proper in-
vestigation.

Stalin, the Leader of 

the Opposition in the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly, 
sought the cancellation 
of all contracts given to 
companies promoted by 
Seyyadurai and the kin of 
Palaniswami who is also 
into road construction 
business.

Former Union Minis-
ter and PMK leader An-
bumani Ramadoss said 
the seizure of cash and 
gold clearly showed that 
these were not earned in a 
proper manner.

Ramadoss said the kin 
of the Chief Minister was 
too involved in road con-
tracting business in Tamil 
Nadu.

Chennai, July 17 (Pti): 
Some of the accused ar-
rested in connection with 
the alleged sexual assault 
of a 11-year-old girl here 
were manhandled by a 
group of advocates today 
at a court complex.

Meanwhile, the Ma-
dras High Court  Ad-
v o c a t e s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(MHAA) has decided not 
to represent the accused 
persons in the case con-
sidering the nature of the 
alleged crime, its presi-
dent G Mohanakrishnan 

said.
As the repeated sexual 

assault of the girl by sev-
eral men over a period 
of time at an apartment 
complex sparked strong 
public outrage, the angry 
group lawyers pounced 
on the accused when they 
were coming down the 
stairs at the Mahila court 
after being remanded in 
judicial custody.

Women constables on 
duty in the court complex 
could not prevent the 
attack, a video of which 

went viral in the social 
media in no time.

In the melee, eight of 
the accused were rushed 
inside the third addi-
tional family court on 
the ground floor while 
the remaining nine were 
sent back to the Mahila 
court as a tense situation 
prevailed in the com-
plex.

The 17 accused were 
earlier produced before 
the Mahila court which 
remanded them in judi-
cial custody till July 31.

new Delhi, July 17 (ianS): In a set-
back to efforts to extradite British 
national Christian Michel James 
-- one of the alleged middlemen in 
the INR 3,600 crore AgustaWestland 
VVIP chopper deal case -- Indian 
authorities failed to produce any evi-
dence before the UAE courts within 
the stipulated time, according to the 
lawyer of the accused.

The Indian government was sup-
posed to produce evidence in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) court 
by May 19, 2018 against Michel. “But 
the government did not present any 
evidence,” Michel’s lawyer, Rose-
mary Patrizi Dos Anjos, told IANS 
over phone from Milan in Italy.

She said the government “does 
not have any evidence against” him 
and therefore its officials were una-
ble to produce any, adding that there 
was “no evidence against Michel in 
Italy, Switzerland or India.” 

Dos Anjos said the Indian gov-
ernment was given a further time of 
45 days by the UAE court at its next 
hearing to produce evidence out of 
which 30 days had already expired 
without any movement.

Dos Anjos also said that Michel 
was questioned by CBI officials in 
Dubai a month ago. Michel is still in 
the UAE, according to her. 

Neither the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) nor the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) were willing to 
comment on the case.

In January this year, the ED had 
lodged a request with the UAE au-
thorities for extraditing Michel. 
Both the ED and the CBI had filed 
chargesheets in bribery cases in 

Indian courts and non-bailable 
warrants had been issued against 
the accused. 

Last year, a red corner notice was 
issued against Michel by the Interpol 
on a request by the CBI. RCNs were 
also issued against two Italians in-
volved in the scam -- Carlo Gerosa 
and Guido Haschke.

According to Indian investiga-
tive agencies, Michel had received 
at least INR 235 crore for ensuring 
that the chopper contract went to 
AgustaWestland. He was a frequent 
visitor to India, having undertaken 
300 trips to this country between 
1997 and 2013. 

ED sources said that bribes to 
Michel were paid through a web of 
companies located abroad and in 
India on the pretext of payment for 
consultancy work.

 He also used his Dubai-based 
firm Global Services FZE as a con-
duit for money. 

In its chargesheet, the CBI had 
named former Indian Air Force chief 
S.P. Tyagi, his cousin Sanjeev Tyagi, 
alias Julie, the then IAF Vice Chief 
J.S. Gujral and advocate Gautam 
Khaitan as the four Indians involved 
in the scam. The chargesheet men-
tioned Khaitan as the “brain” behind 
the deal.

Others named in the chargesheet 
included Giuseppe Orsi, the former 
chief of Italian defence and aero-
space major Finmeccanica and 
Bruno Spagnolini, former CEO of 
AgustaWestland, apart from middle-
men Michel, Haschke and Gerosa. 

On January 1, 2014, India can-
celled the contract with Finmeccani-

ca’s British subsidiary AgustaWest-
land for supplying 12 AW-101 VVIP 
choppers to the IAF, over alleged 
breach of contractual obligations 
and on charges of paying kickbacks 
amounting to INR 423 crore.

The CBI, which registered an 
FIR in the case on March 12, 2013, 
had alleged that Tyagi and the other 
accused received kickbacks from 
AgustaWestland to help it win the 
contract. The FIR mentioned charg-
es of criminal conspiracy, cheating 
and those under the Prevention of 
Corruption Act.

According to the CBI, Tyagi al-
legedly took bribes of several crores 
from AgustaWestland through the 
middlemen -- and a complex set 
of companies in several countries 
-- to change the specifications of the 
contract. 

The operational flight ceiling 
of the choppers was reduced from 
6,000 metres, as originally proposed, 
to 4,500 metres and the cabin height 
was brought down to 1.8 metres.

The twin modifications were 
allegedly meant to rig the deal in 
favour of AgustaWestland, which 
eventually walked away with the 
order to supply the 12 choppers for 
the Communication Squadron of 
the IAF for ferrying the President, 
the Prime Minister and other VVIPs.

The CBI probe revealed that sev-
eral payments were made to the Tya-
gis by Haschke, Gerosa and Michel. 

Tyagi, who was IAF chief from 
2004 to 2007, his cousin and Khaitan 
were arrested in December last year 
by the agency. They are now out on 
bail. 

Jaipur, July 17 (Pti): Over 3,000 
gun licenses issued in the pur-
ported name of army personnel 
during their stint in Jammu and 
Kashmir are under the scan-
ner of Rajasthan’s Anti-Terror 
Squad(ATS) which has asked the 
army to verify the names follow-
ing suspected involvement of a 
gang to procure them illegally, 
police officials said today.

The case dates back to Novem-
ber last year when the Rajasthan 
police’s ATS carried out an op-
eration codenamed “Jubaida” and 
arrested 52 people so far for their 
alleged involvement in getting 
gun licenses issued from various 
districts of J and K under suspi-
cious circumstances. 

The licenses included 3,367 
in the purported name of army 
personnel, the officials said.

After unravelling the entire 
conspiracy, the officials of the ATS 
found that such licenses were 
issued by the Deputy Commis-
sioners of the districts over the 
past one decade and no records 
were allegedly maintained for the 
same, they said.

Letters were written in this 
connection to the Army, Indian 
Air Force, Navy, Coast Guard, 
seven para-military forces includ-

ing the Border Security Force(BSF) 
and the Central Reserve Police 
Force(CRPF), National Cadet 
Corps(NCC), Railway Protection 
Force(RPF) and National Disaster 
Response Force(NDRF).

While majority of them had re-
plied , a comprehensive response 
from the army was still awaited 
notwithstanding the reminders, 
the officials said.

The first letter was sent to all 
the organisations on November 9, 
2017 along with a list of personnel 
against whom the arms licenses 
had been issued. The police had 
asked these organisations to verify 
the names and submit relevant 
information which included their 
duration of tenure while being 
posted in J and K.

While most organisations 
started furnishing their response, 
the army also submitted a list of 
375 personnel without giving the 
time period when they had served 
in the militancy-infested border 
state prompting the Rajasthan 
police to send another letter on 
February 14 this year in which the 
attention of the army authorities 
was drawn to the seriousness of 
the case.

“We have received informa-
tion of only 375 personnel and af-

ter perusal of the report, we found 
that the despatched information 
is not in conformity to what we 
wanted. Some information is 
missing...

“As the matter is extremely 
serious, sensitive and of expedi-
ent nature, therefore, you are 
requested to provide information 
at the earliest keeping in view the 
seriousness of the case,” said the 
letter from ATS Rajasthan to the 
Additional Director General (Per-
sonnel and Services) at the Army 
headquarters.

The police wanted to know 
the period of posting of the 3,367 
army personnel mentioned in 
the list, tenure of posting of these 
personnel in J and K and whether 
these personnel have retired from 
the service.

After this, the army sent a list 
of around 2,500 personnel with-
out mentioning whether or not 
they had served in J and K, the 
officials said.

The Rajasthan police fired a 
third letter on March 24, saying 
the list again does not conform 
to what has been asked from the 
army authorities, they said.

“We are still awaiting the 
information from the army au-
thorities. This case has security 

implications,” a senior ATS of-
ficial said on the condition of 
anonymity.

As far as other organisations 
are concerned, the Navy informed 
the police that out of the list of 
26 personnel submitted, only 14 
cases were genuine, the officials 
said, adding this will help us in 
finding how the remaining 12 
people allegedly posing them-
selves as Navy personnel got the 
gun license from J and K.

The IAF was provided with 
a list of 39 people by the ATS 
out of which the credentials of 
only 17 were found to be correct. 
Similarly, out of the 548 personnel 
from the BSF, records for 471 were 
received out of which cases of only 
336 personnel were found correct, 
the officials said.

The CRPF list stood at 424 
out of which 237 were found 
correct, the officials said, adding, 
among other forces, only 154 
out of 387 were found correct 
for the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force(CISF), Seema Sashtra 
Bal(SSB), Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police(ITBP), National Secu-
rity Guards(NSG), Coast Guard, 
Railway Proection Force(RPF), 
National Cadet Corps(NCC) and 
the NDRF.
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Obama calls for end to ethnic tensions
Nairobi, July 17 (IANS): 
Former United States Presi-
dent Barack Obama on 
Monday called for an end 
to ethnic tensions and trib-
al conflicts, citing Kenya, 
the country of his father’s 
birth, as an example for 
Africa.

On the second and final 
day of his trip to Kenya, 
Obama spoke to members 
of the press at the inau-
guration of a youth centre 
run by his half-sister Auma 
through her charity, the 
Sauti Kuu Foundation, in 
his father’s home village 
of Kogelo in the country’s 
southwest, Efe reported.

“Kenya has made ex-
traordinary strides in recent 
decades. There has been 
real progress in this amaz-
ing country and it should 
inspire today’s young Ken-
yans to demand even more 
progress,” Obama, the first 
black US President, said 
during the ceremony.

PTI

Former US President Barack Obama, centre, poses for a photo with his step Grandmother Sarah, centre right 
his half sister Auma, third right, along with children and  officials, during an event in Kogelo, Kisumu, Kenya, 
Monday, July 16.

Malaysian king calls for 
unity amid racial tensions  

Sharif, daughter to remain in jail until elections

PML-N candidates escape 
assassination attempt

Five dead 
in S Korea 
helicopter 
crash

A father-son duo, both 
PML-N candidates for the 
July 25 elections, narrowly 
escaped an assassination 
attempt after unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on 
their car when they were 
returning from an election 
rally in Pakistan’s Punjab 
province, according to a 
media report today.

P a k i s t a n  M u s l i m 
League-Nawaz (PML-
N) leader  Sheikh Af -
tab Ahmed and his son 
Sheikh Salman were re-
turning home from an 
election rally when their 
vehicle came under attack 
by gunmen in Attock’s 
Kamra last night, Geo 
News reported.

Ahmed, a former fed-
eral minister, is running 
for a seat in parliament, 
while his son Shaikh Sal-

man is a PML-N candi-
date for Punjab assembly.

Attock District Police 
said that they have discov-
ered three bullet holes on 
the vehicle. An investiga-
tion team has been consti-
tuted to probe the attack, 
the report said.

The attack came hours 
after senior leader of  the 
Awami National Party, 
Daud Achakzai, survived 
an assassination attempt 
when militants opened 
fire on him during a meet-
ing with his party work-
ers in the troubled Balo-
chistan province.

On Friday, Islamic 
State terror group targeted 
an election rally of  Ba-
lochistan Awami Party 
leader Siraj Raisani in Ba-
lochistan’s Mastung area, 
killing him and 148 others.

Seoul, July 17 (AFP): 
Five people were killed 
and one injured when a 
South Korean military 
helicopter crashed today at 
a marine base in the coun-
try’s southeast, the defence 
ministry said.

The helicopter crashed 
and caught fire during a 
test flight after repairs at 
the base in the port city of  
Pohang, the ministry said 
in a statement.

“Five of  the six crew 
members on board were 
killed and the remaining 
one has been taken to hos-
pital due to injury,” it said.

The minis t r y  sa id 
an investigation into the 
cause would be launched 
but did not specify wheth-
er all victims were soldiers.

The helicopter was a 
domestically made model 
known as the MUH-1 or 
Marineon, Yonhap news 
agency said.

Guatemala 
volcano eruption 
toll reaches 116
Guatemala City, July 17 (IANS): 
The death toll from the eruption 
of Guatemala’s Fuego volcano on 
June 3 has risen to 116, authori-
ties said.

Three new victims identified 
by the Guatemalan National 
Institute of Forensic Sciences are 
on the list of  the missing, and 
hence the total toll stands at 116 
deaths and 302 missing, reports 
Efe news.

The forensic institute still has 
to investigate more than 200 cases 
to determine if  they correspond to 
the missing.

The Fuego volcano saw one 
of the strongest eruptions in his-
tory, causing significant material 
damage and affecting almost 2 
million people.

Bangladesh drug war death toll hits 200 — Rights group 
Dhaka, July 17 (AFP): The death 
toll from Bangladesh’s contentious 
Philippines-style war on drugs 
since May has hit 200, a local rights 
group said on July 17 with some 
25,000 others imprisoned.

Bangladesh launched the crack-
down to smash the surging trade in 
“yaba,” a cheap methamphetamine 
and caffeine pill, which authorities 
say has spread to almost every vil-
lage and town.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan has said the “war” will last 
until the narcotics trade is brought 
under control, saying those killed 
are all involved in at least 10 drugs 
crimes.

But rights groups say that many 
of  the victims are shot by police in 
cold blood and that the onslaught 
was in part being used as a cover to 
settle scores.

In June the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Zeid 

Ra’ad Al Hussein, said he was 
“gravely concerned” that “such a 
large number of  people” had died.

Official declarations that none 
of  the victims was innocent were 
“dangerous ... and indicative of  a 
total disregard for the rule of  law,” 
a UN statement said.

Bangladesh’s state-run National 
Human Rights Commission has 
also expressed alarm.

“It is unprecedented in Bang-
ladesh. So many people have been 
killed in such a short period of  
time,” Sheepa Hafiza, executive 
director of  Ain o Salish Kendra 
rights group, told AFP.

“This is very unfortunate. We 
condemn these extrajudicial kill-
ings and want fair investigations 
into each of  these killings,” she 
said.

Around 25,000 alleged drug 
dealers have been arrested, home 
ministry spokesman Sharif  Mah-

mud Apu told AFP.
The prison population has shot 

up to 89,589 people, almost two 
and a half  times higher than the 
system’s capacity, he said.

Bangladesh has struggled to 
contain the trade in “yaba”, with 
hundreds of  millions of  pills enter-
ing the country from Myanmar.

Authorities last year seized a 
record 40 million pills but said an 
estimated 250 million to 300 mil-
lion more entered the market.

Philippines President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s brutal war on drugs since 
coming to power in 2016 has left 
thousands of  people dead and 
prompted allegations of  crimes 
against humanity.

Sri Lanka has also expressed 
interest in emulating Duterte, an-
nouncing plans to deploy the army 
and start hanging drug criminals, 
ending a near-half  century morato-
rium on capital punishment.

Kuala Lumpur, July 17 
(AFP): Malaysia’s king has 
appealed for calm amid 
growing racial tensions in 
the Muslim-majority country 
after an electoral earthquake 
in May toppled the Malay-
dominated coalition that had 
ruled the country for decades.

In his inaugural address 
to lawmakers during the new 
parliament session, King 
Sultan Muhammad V urged 
“every citizen to preserve 
and strengthen” Malaysia’s 
“peace and unity”.

Race, language and reli-
gion are closely intertwined 
with politics in Malaysia, 
where Muslim Malays make 
up about 60 per cent of the 32 
million population, followed 
by large Chinese and Indian 
minorities.

Malaysia experienced 
deadly 1969 race riots that 
still haunt the country.

Tensions have increased 

since May 9 elections that saw 
the Barisan Nasional coali-
tion, led by ex-prime minister 
Najib Razak, defeated for the 
first time since independence 
from Britain in 1957.

Najib’s own party, the 
United Malays National Or-
ganisation (UMNO) had 
been the backbone of  the 
coalition and championed 
the rights of  Malays, who 
have long enjoyed a favoured 
position in society under an 
official affirmative action 
programme.

Now in opposition, the 
UNMO claims the govern-
ment is undermining Malays’ 
privileged status.

Its supporters fear that 
the government’s plans to 
officially recognise exams 
taken in Chinese-medium 
high schools will challenge 
the status of  Malay as the 
country’s official language, 
and have also accused the 

government of  cutting back 
spending on the redevelop-
ment of mosques.

L o k m a n  A d a m ,  a 
UMNO supreme council 
member who led some 300 
party members in a noisy 
protest near parliament, told 
AFP that race relations be-
tween Malays and other mi-
nority races were strained.

“Race relations are a bit 
tense. Malays are restless. 
We feel Islam is being treated 
badly (by the new govern-
ment).”

“We feel the current gov-
ernment is not able to protect 
Malay rights, Islam, the Ma-
lay language and the Malay 
rulers.”

The protestors, chanting 
“Long live the king” and “Al-
lahu Akbar” were prevented 
by the police from marching 
to the parliament building, 
where the king later made 
his speech.

Islamabad, July 17 (PTI): 
A Pakistani court today ad-
journed until last week of July 
the hearing of appeals filed by 
jailed former premier Nawaz 
Sharif, his daughter and son-
in-law against their conviction 
in a corruption case, shatter-
ing their hope to come out of  
jail before polls to boost the 
campaign of their party.

Elections are scheduled 
to be held on July 25 and 
68-year-old Sharif ’s Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) party was banking 
on his early release to boost 
its election prospects.

Sharif, his daughter Mar-
yam and son-in-law Capt 
(retd.) Muhammad Safdar 
had yesterday filed the ap-
peals in the Islamabad High 
Court challenging the verdict 
in the Avenfield corruption 
case.

A two-member bench 
of  Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani and Justice Miangul 
Hassan Aurangzeb heard the 
appeals and issued notices to 
the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) and also or-
dered to present the record of  
the case.

The bench adjourned the 

hearing till last week of July 
which effectively means that 
hearing will be held after July 
25 which will be observed 
as holiday to let people cast 
votes.

The court also refused to 
suspend the conviction in the 
case until the appeals were 
decided.

Sharif  was sentenced to 
10 years and one year sen-
tence, Maryam seven years 
and one year and Safdar to 
one year rigorous sentences 
on July 6. The sentence of  
each convict will run concur-
rently.

The three were sentenced 
in the Avenfield corruption 
case which is about illegal 
properties in a posh area of  
London.

Sharif ’s lawyer Kha-
waja Haris filed his appeal 
while Amjad Pervez filed 
appeals of  Maryam and of  
his spouse. All the three are 
presently lodged in the Adiala 
Jail, Rawalpindi. Haris also 
moved another application on 
behalf  of  Sharif  to suspend 
his sentence until the appeals 
against conviction was de-
cided by the IHC.

Sharif  and his daughter 

“But we know real 
progress lies in address-

ing the challenges that re-
main. It means rooting out 

the corruption to make 
a civic life. It means not 

seeing different ethnicities 
as enemies but rather as 
allies and seeing the diver-
sity of tribes not as a weak-
ness, but as a strength,” 
the former president, who 
served two terms from 
2009 to 2017, added.

O b a m a’s  r e m a r k s 
were in reference to re-
cent tumultuous events 
in Kenyan politics follow-
ing the disputed August 
2017 presidential election, 
which fragmented along 
tribal lines after opposition 
leader Raila Odinga refused 
to accept the reelection of 
President Uhuru Kenyatta, 
citing widespread fraud.

Later Monday, Obama 
is set to fly to South Africa 
to participate in a confer-
ence on Tuesday ahead 
of the 100-year anniver-
sary of the birth of Nelson 
Mandela, the late South 
African president and anti-
apartheid leader, to take 
place Wednesday.

Tens of thousands mark 100 years since murder of last Russian tsar

The regional authorities said the popularity of the annual event has grown steadily over the past years.

Yekaterinburg, July 17 
(AFP): Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Kirill led some 
100,000 people in a nightime 
procession Tuesday to mark 
100 years since the Bolshe-
viks murdered tsar Nicholas 
II and his family, amid a 
simmering conflict between 
the state and the Church over 
their remains.

The procession began in 
the early hours of  Tuesday 
from the murder site in the 
Urals city of  Yekaterinburg 
to a monastery commem-
orating the slain tsar, his 
German-born wife and five 
children, regional authori-
ties said.

Many of  the fervent be-
lievers came from across Rus-
sia and abroad to take part 
in the colourful ceremony 
during which many carried 
icons.

Another 20,000 people 
joined the commemorations 
when the procession arrived 
at the monastery in Ganina 
Yama after covering the dis-
tance of  21 kilometres (13 
miles), regional authorities 
said.

The monastery was built 
at one of  the sites where 

the burnt bodies of  the last 
Russian tsar and his family 
were taken after their execu-
tion in the aftermath of  the 
1917 Bolshevik Revolution, 
although they were later 
moved.

The Bolsheviks shot the 
abdicated tsar, his wife and 
their five children along with 
their servants and doctor 
on the night of  July 16 to 
17, 1918 as they were living 
under guard in the Urals city 
of Sverdlovsk, now Yekater-
inburg.

Addressing the pilgrims, 
Patriarch Kirill said Russia 
should draw lessons “from 
this difficult and bitter expe-
rience.”

“We truly should have 

lasting immunity against any 
ideas and any leaders who 
call on us to embrace some 
new, unknown happy future 
through the destruction of  
our life, our traditions and 
our faith,” the 71-year-old 
powerful Church leader said 
in a possible dig at the oppo-
sition to President Vladimir 
Putin.

The Kremlin planned no 
official commemorations al-
though officials from culture 
and defence ministries were 
scheduled to take part in a 
memorial event in Moscow.

The regional authorities 
said the popularity of the an-
nual event has grown steadily 
over the past years, adding 
that just 2,000 people took 

part in a similar procession 
in 2002.

The Russian Orthodox 
Church is still divided over 
the authenticity of  the re-
mains of  the family, whose 
members were all made 
saints in 2000.

The bones of  Nicholas, 
his wife and three of  their 
children were interred in 
Saint Petersburg in 1998 
but the Orthodox Church 
refused to give them a full 
burial service.

The remains of the tsar’s 
only son Alexei and his 
daughter Maria were found 
separately in 2007 and have 
never been buried.

Their charred remains 
were kept in the Federal Ar-

chives before they were hand-
ed to the Church in 2015.

For the Russian Ortho-
dox Church the issue is ex-
tremely sensitive because it 
has canonised the ex-tsar and 
his family as martyrs, making 
their bones holy relics.

Clerics also fear alienat-
ing numerous people who 
believe in multiple legends 
including that one or more 
of  the children may have 
survived.

Ksenia Luchenko, an 
expert on the Russian Or-
thodox Church, said the 
Kremlin had little interest 
in celebrating the centenary 
because Nicolas’s “unsuc-
cessful reign and meek pass-
ing” could not be used for 
propaganda purposes.

But she said Moscow 
authorities were growing 
exasperated with the persist-
ent refusal of the Church to 
recognise the remains of the 
tsar and his family.

“The state has for many 
years wanted to finally put 
the matter to rest - to bury all 
of Nicholas II’s children next 
to their parents,” she wrote in 
a column for the liberal daily 
Vedomosti.

Maryam were arrested in 
Lahore on July 13 on their 
arrival from London after 

the accountability court sen-
tenced them guilty in the 
Avenfield corruption case.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
Date, Kohima, the 17th July, 2018.

NOTIFICATION
NO. DTE/ESTT-2/12/2017 : The Common Selection Board has provisionally  selected  

the  following   candidates listed below on the basis of NEET 2018 Merit for  undergoing   
studies in  various under Graduate Courses in MBBS, BDS, Ayush & Homoeopathy during 
the session 2018-19, under the condition that; (a) the selection has been made in 
anticipation based on the last year seat allocation  with 51(fifty one) MBBS and 8(eight) 
BDS. (b). In the event any students documents detected or found to be false, their 
candidature shall automatically stand cancelled. (c) The candidate shall not legally hold 
the Selection Board/Directorate of Technical Education responsible consequent upon 
shortfall in the number of anticipated MBBS and BDS seat from Government of India. All 
the  selected  candidates  are hereby  directed to come along with 2(two) recent passport 
photograph during the counseling scheduled on 20th July, 2018, at 1:00 PM, in the 
conference Hall of Directorate of   Technical Education, Nagaland, Kohima. Counseling 
for exercising placement/posting to various colleges will be done on the same day. The 
Selection Board has decided to go for selection of students in anticipation of seats due 
to the admission last dates for RIMS, Imphal, NEIGRIHMS, Shillong and AGMC, Tripura, are 
scheduled on 24th & 25th July 2018, respectively. Candidates are also informed to submit 
acceptance or refusal letter to the undersigned on or before 20th July 2018, 12:00 noon. 
Failing to submit the application of acceptance/refusal within the stipulated time shall 
be treated as declined and the seat will be allotted to the next candidate on merit.

SL. NO NAME OF CANDIDATE NEETS Marks TRIBE

MBBS

1 VITO A ZHIMOMI  360 SUMI

2 TONCHINGSANGLA  295 CHANG

3 NONGOTONÜ KOSO  280 ANGAMI

4 VINENO YHOSHÜ  280 ANGAMI

5 KHELITO K AWOMI  278 SUMI

6 ROKOTHONO SAVINO  270 ANGAMI

7 IRANGOMLE HIEKHA  269 ZELIANG

8 NUKSHISENLA JAMIR 266 AO

9 TONGPANGTANGLA  265 AO

10 NEIPHRENUO METHA  264 ANGAMI

11 CHIECHUWIE NYUSOU 263 POCHURY

12 ANGUMJUNGLA L LONGKUMER  263 AO

13 IMTIJUNGLA  255 AO

14 MOARENBA I PONGEN  251 AO

15 MHONJAN N OVUNG  250 LOTHA

16 FELIKA Y CHISHI  249 SUMI

17 NOUNEVINO PUNYÜ  249 SUMI

18 ALEMZUNGBA JAMIR  241 AO

19 MUZILU RHAKHO  241 CHAKHESANG

20 NEIZELHOUNUO SUOKHRIE  239 ANGAMI

21 WETSHO KAPFO  238 CHAKHESANG

22 LOINOLI X YEPTHO  238 SUMI

23 TSENBENI EZUNG  238 LOTHA

24 MUGHATOLI SHIKHU SWU  237 SUMI

25 MOAYANGERLA PONGEN  237 AO

26 LIMAYANGLA LONGKUMER  236 AO

27 KETUVINO PUNYU  236 ANGAMI

28 IMSUONEN  233 AO

29 LIMUGHA S KIHO  233 SUMI

30 ZUCHOBENI MURRY  232 LOTHA

31 ALISH MECH  231 KACHARI

32 BEKA ACHUMI  231 SUMI

33 DAWN LIPIVI S YESCA  230 SUMI

34 AKINA P JIMO  229 SUMI

35 VIRIENUO EMILIA SOLO  228 ANGAMI

36 KEZIENUO LUHO  224 ANGAMI

37 KEVISENUO NAKHRO  222 ANGAMI

38 HUNGRUILAK  222 ZELIANG

39 MONGYANGER LONGKUMER  220 AO

40 IMLIYALA LONGCHAR  219 AO

41 ALEMMONGLA JAMIR  218 AO

42 MERIBENI C SHITIRI  217 LOTHA

43 VIMENUO SANCHU  213 ANGAMI

44 AKHUMBA T KHIUNGER (BT-1)  208 YIMCHUNGER

45 NÜZÜKHOLÜ DAWHUO (BT-2)  206 CHAKHESANG

46 TINGBALE ZELIANG (BT-3)  199 ZELIANG

47 LONGKHOI THAI (BT-4)  193 KHIAMNIUNGAN

48 KAVITOLI I AYE (BT-5)  189 SUMI(KIPHIRI)

49 SANA KATIRY (BT-6)  186 POCHURY

50 B ANGKI TIGER (BT-7)  186 KONYAK

51 M DHÜMLA PHOM (BT-8)  167 PHOM

BDS

52 AOKUMZUK  211 AO

53 MEHAICHU JEMU  208 RENGMA

54 IMTISANEN JAMIR  207 AO

55 ASUILIU CHAWANG  207 ZELIANG

56 NGUKAI K ZHIMO  205 SUMI

57 PUTUREN SUNGTI  204 AO

58 HITO K YEPTHOMI  203 SUMI

59 KULO LOMI (BT-1)  203 CHAKHESANG

BASLP

60 MEKUA V YEPTHOMI  200 SUMI

BAMS

61 SONIKATOLI SUMI  200 SUMI

BHMS

62 HUKAHO H AYE  199 SUMI

63 YADEN JAMIR  193 AO

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
DirectorKG-2678
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Veteran actress Rita 
Bhaduri dead at 62
Veteran actress Rita Bhaduri, who worked extensively in films 
and television shows, including the ongoing “Nimki Mukhiya”, 
died here on Tuesday, said a source from the hospital where she 
was admitted for over a week. Rita was at the Sujay Hospital 
in Vile Parle. She was fighting a weak kidney and was 
on dialysis. “She died at around 1.30 a.m. and her 
family members took her body from the hospital 
at around 4 a.m.,” the source told IANS.

B
ollywood superstars Akshay 
Kumar and Salman Khan, 
with earnings of $40.5 mil-
lion and $37.7 million, have 
made it to Forbes’ World’s 

Highest-Paid Celebrities 2018 list, 
topped by former professional boxer 
Floyd Mayweather.

Akshay, 50, and Salman, 52, are 
the only two Indians in the list, which 
was unveiled on Monday. Akshay is 
ranked 76th, while Salman is placed on 
82 in the list, which includes athletes, 
musicians, personalities, actors and 
comedians.

According to Forbes, the world’s 
100 top-earning entertainers pulled 
in a combined USD 6.3 billion pre-tax 
over the past 12 months, up 22 per 
cent from last year and 11 superstars 
crossed the $100 million threshold, 
more than double the number from the 
last two years combined.

The Celebrity 100 list ranks front-
of-camera stars around the globe using 
their pre-tax earnings from June 1, 2017 
through June 1, 2018, before deducting 
fees for managers, lawyers and agents. 
Estimates are based on numbers from 
Nielsen, Pollstar, IMDB, SoundScan, 
NPD BookScan and ComScore, as well 
as interviews with industry experts and 
many of the stars themselves. 

Akshay has been described by 
Forbes as one of Bollywood’s leading 
men who “has transitioned to socially-
conscious roles, such as ‘Toilet: Ek Prem 
Katha”, a comedy supporting govern-
ment campaigns to improve sanitation, 
and ‘Pad Man’ about a guy hoping to 
provide inexpensive sanitary pads to 
rural communities”.

“He still mints millions from back-
end profits and endorsing some 
20 brands, including Tata 
and Eveready,” the descrip-
tion read.

As for Salman, he has 
been called Bollywood’s 
“mainstay” who “continues 
to produce and star in hits 
such as ‘Tiger Zinda 
Hai’, cashing in on 
backend profits. 
Coupled with 
a slew of en-
dorsements 

from Suzuki motorcycles 
to Chlormint gum, he 
remains one of India’s 
top earners.”

Mayweather tops the 
ranking with $285 million 
in pre-tax earnings, almost 
entirely on the strength of 
his August 2017 fight ver-
sus listmate Conor 
McGregor.

George 
Clooney fin-
ishes second 
with $239 
million, most of 
it coming from 
liquor giant Dia-
geo’s purchase of 
Casamigos, the 
tequila company 
he co-founded, 
giving him the 
best annual 
take-home of 
his or any actor’s 
career.

Forbes’ cover 
star Kylie Jen-
ner pulled in 
$166.5 million 
to claim the 
No. 3 spot, 
boosted by 
a sprawling 
cosmetics empire 
that has her on the 
verge of becoming a 
billionaire before she 
is old enough to drink.

Judge Judy Sheind-
lin’s $147 million puts 
her at No. 4 -- buoyed by 

the sale of her TV library 
for $100 million -- 
while Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson rounds 
out the top five with 
$124 million thanks 
to blockbusters like 

newly-released 
“Skyscraper”.

IANS

H
ollywood 
actor Johnny 
Depp has 
reached a 
settlement 

in his legal battle with 
the Management Group, 
averting a trial that was set 
to begin next month.

Depp sued his former 
managers in January 
2017, accusing them 
of spending millions 
of dollars without his 
permission. He sought 
$25 million in damages, 
including years worth of 

professional fees.
The Management 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

10am, 8pm: Sanju (Hindi)

1pm, 3.15 pm, 5.30 pm: 
Ant Man and The Wasp 

(Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Akshay Kumar, Salman 
Khan among world’s 
highest-paid celebs

Johnny Depp settles feud with former managers

Group, led by Joel and 
Robert Mandel, filed a 
countersuit alleging that 
Depp was responsible for 
his own financial straits, 

and documenting millions 
of dollars of expenditure 
on wines, luxury homes, 
household staff, art, 
private jets, security and 

a cannon to blast Hunter 
Thompson’s ashes.

The terms of the settle-
ment were not disclosed, 
reports variety.com.

“Johnny Depp is 
pleased to have achieved 
a settlement agreement 
with The Management 
Group following the legal 
action he took against the 
company in January 2017,” 
Depp’s spokesperson said 
in a statement. 

“The lawsuit taken out 
against The Management 
Group - and the subse-
quent settlement - is a 
further demonstration that 

Johnny is determined to 
take firm action to protect 
his personal and artistic 
reputation in the inter-
ests of his family and his 
career,” the spokesperson 
added.

The trial was sched-
uled for August 15. The two 
sides had a mediation with 
Peter Lichtman, a retired 
judge who serves as an 
arbitrator.

Depp still has a 
pending suit against Jake 
Bloom, his former attorney 
whom he accused of mal-
practice.

IANS

J
eff Timmons, best known for being 
one of the founding members of 
the Grammy-nominated Ameri-
can pop group 98 Degrees, wants 
to collaborate with Indian rapper 

Badshah.
The collaboration idea started with a 

series of tweets. “Badshah, Big fan! I’m in 
India and everyone loves you,” Timmons 
had tweeted during weekend.

Badshah, who has collaborated with 
American electronic music trio Major 
Lazer and Jamaican musician 
Sean Paul, replied to his tweet 
on Tuesday saying: “What?! I, 
Sir, have been a big fan of 
yours since ‘98 Degrees and 
Rising’ (album). I need 
to find the cassette 
and tweet the 
cover right 
away. ‘Fly 
with me’ 
(song) is 
my fa-
vourite!”

Tim-
mons 
said 
he has 
been in India, 
and has fallen 
in love. “Let’s 

collab on a track and blow everyone’s 
minds,” he tweeted.

Badshah has another reason to 
cheer. The song that gave him fame 
-- “DJ waley babu” -- has turned three. 
Released by Sony Music, the song had 
become one of the most viewed and 
streamed track. 

The song also presented music fans 
with a new voice in Aastha Gill. 

“Badshah is a global star today and 
we can never forget the importance 

and the success of ‘DJ waley 
babu’. When we released the 

song three years ago, we 
did not know what to 

expect, our objective 
was to get 

everyone 
to listen 
to it and 
as that 
hap-
pened, 
it blew 
up,” Pa-
wanesh 
Pajnu, 

Head 
North, Sony 

Music India, said 
in a statement.

IANS

A
fter 
bond-
ing with 
Syrian 
refugees 

in Turkey, actress 
Lindsay Lohan 
has developed a 
desire to adopt 
her first child.

The 32-year-
old actress 

discussed her wish 
to have a family 

someday, which has 
been fuelled by trips to 

Turkey where she spent 
time with Syrian refugees, 

reports aceshowbiz.com.
In an interview with The 

Mail, the “Parent Trap” star 
said she is feeling broody but 
first plans to “save” a displaced 
child rather than having her 
own.

“I’ll adopt my first child. 
I’ve spent time with Syrian 
refugees in Turkey, and it made 
me realise how much I love 
kids. I just want to save them. 
I would love to have two or 
maybe four kids but I have no 

plans to start my own family yet,” 

Lindsay Lohan plans 
to adopt first child

Priyanka and Nick enjoy double 
date with Joe Jonas, Sophie Turner

Drew Barrymore 
is off dating sites

98 Degrees’ Timmons wants 
to collaborate with Badshah

she said.
The actress has been single ever 

since she called off her engagement 
to Russian billionaire Egor Tarabasov 
in 2016. 

Now, Lindsay insists she is loving 
the single life, confessing she is hap-
piest when she is man-free.

She said she has no plans to live 
in the US again, but happily returns 
for work and to visit some members 
of her family.

“I am close to my mom, al-
though I have not seen my dad in a 
while,” she said.

IANS

A
ctress Drew 
Barrymore has 
decided she 
does not want 
to use dating 

applications anymore even 
though they are “fun”.

“I got off (dating apps). 
It was fun to try though. 
I’ve been working out there 
in the public since I was 
young so that myth of the 
blind date alluded me 
and I always wanted to 
do it so that was like a 
dating app for me. But 
then it’s not blind on my 
side so it just, I don’t 
know, doesn’t work,” 
Barrymore told 
etonline.com.

She was 
desperate to get 
out there again 
after her split. 
But Barrymore 
was surprised 
that none of 
her friends 
attempted 
to set her up 
with anyone.

“None of 
my friends 
ever set me 
up! I think 
I have the 
same old 
friends for 
so long, were 
all in such a 
rhythm, we don’t 
even think like 
that.”

The “50 First 
Dates” star is now 
using her spare 
time to look after 
herself.

She said: “Working 
mums forget to put a 
little bit (of time and ef-
fort) into ourselves but the 
tiniest little bit of concealer 
can make such a difference 
in your self-confidence. So 

even one minute or 30 sec-
onds, can just sort of boost 
your self-esteem, and it’s 
important to remember to 
take that time to do that.”

The actress is now on 
a mission to prove to her 
two daughters that she 

is a strong 
woman.

IANS

I
ndian star Priyanka Chopra 
and singer Nick Jonas 
were spot-
ted enjoying a 
dinner date in 

London. 
Priyanka, who 

turns a year older 
tomorrow, was 
spotted spending 

some quality time 
with Nick and his broth-
ers Joe and Kevin. 

Joe’s fiancee,”Game of 
Thrones” star Sophie Turner, was 
also present. 

According to E! online the group 
dined at the 34 Mayfair in Lon-

don before heading over to 
the Ritz Casino to top the 

night off.
Priyanka first met 

the “Jealous” singer’s 
family when she 
attended his cousin’s 
wedding as his date in 

June and two celebri-
ties have since grown in-

separable. Two weeks ago 
Nick, 25, also met Priyanka’s 

family while on a trip to India.
PTI
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Daley Blind

Usain Bolt is trying to launch a career in 
football.

Toto Wolff

PTI

File photo of Indian athlete Hima Das celebrating after winning gold 
in the final of the women’s 400m on day-three of the IAAF World U20 
Championships, in Tampere, Finland on July 12.

The AR Karate team comprising of a coach and 16 players (8 female and 8 male players) participated in the recently concluded All India Open 
Invitational Karate Championship that was held at the Talkatora Indoor Stadium, New Delhi from July 14 till the 15th. The Karate team secured 
the first position out of a total of 26 teams by winning 12 Gold, 1 Silver, and 2 Bronze medals.

Hima Das should be given 
financial support, says Vijender

Joining Juventus means moving forward — Ronaldo

Blind returns to Ajax after four years at Man United

Hallgrimsson steps down as Iceland coach

Usain Bolt to make run at pro soccer in Australia

Mercedes still fastest despite lost points — Wolff

Punchy

Glory of Indian women’s hockey 
to feature in London exhibition

Nagaland Badminton Association informs

Kolkata, July 17 (IANS): 
Indian boxing star Vijender 
Singh on Tuesday hailed 
athletics’ latest golden girl 
Hima Das’ performance, 
saying the Assamese lass 
should be supported finan-
cially from here on and not 
just eulogised.

Hima created history 
last week by winning the 
yellow metal in the wom-
en’s 400 metre event at the 
IAAF World U-20 Champi-
onships in Tampere, Fin-
land.

Hima registered a time 
of 51.46 seconds in the final 
at the Ratina Stadium to be-
come the first Indian ath-
lete to win gold in a world 
championship across all 
age groups.

“She did a great job. 
It’s amazing,” Vijender told 
reporters on the sidelines 
of an interactive session 
with students of Newtown 
School here.

“People only congratu-
late her. But there should 
be people who will support 
her financially. She comes 
from a poor family and 
she needs financial sup-
port,” said the 32-year old 
Vijender who is now into 

pro boxing.
Born in a poor fam-

ily, Hima is the last of five 
children of a rice-growing 
farmer in Kandhulimari vil-
lage about five kilometers 
from Dhing town of Nagaon 
district in central Assam.

Since her unprecedent-
ed achievement, the 18-
year old who wanted to be a 
football player has become 
the toast of the nation with 
India cricket team captain 
Virat Kohli and batting 
legend Sachin Tendulkar 
among the many to have 

congratulated her.
Talking about his own 

experience prior to Beijing 
Olympics where he was 
the last to qualify from the 
Asian qualifying tourna-
ment in Kazakhstan, Vijen-
der said it doesn’t come easy 
and thus the toil should be 
recognised in Hima’s case.

“People had written 
me off as I made the cut at 
the last moment. It doesn’t 
come easy so I feel her effort 
should not go in waste and 
she should be supported 
properly.”

Bengaluru, July 17 (Re-
uters): Heimir Hallgrims-
son has stepped down as 
Iceland coach after seven 
years with the team, the 
Football Association of Ice-
land (KSI) said on Tuesday.

The 51-year-old guided 
Iceland to their first World 
Cup in Russia where they 
were eliminated in the 
group stage.

“The FA of Iceland can 
now confirm that Heimir 
Hallgrimsson will not con-
tinue as head coach of the 
Icelandic men´s national 
team,” KSI wrote on Twit-

The 32-year-old 2008 
Olympic bronze medallist 
was slated to take on Briton 
Lee Markham for the Com-
monwealth Super middle-
weight title but the latter 
got injured. The fight was 
scheduled for July 13 and 
would have given Vijender 
a shot at his third title after 
having claimed the WBO 
Asia Pacific and Oriental 
Super Middleweight titles.

“We are planning to 
have the fight in Septem-
ber but the dates have not 
been decided yet,” Vijender 
informed.

“ T h e  o p p o n e n t 
was supposed to be Lee 
Markham but he got injured 
so the fight got postponed. 
Now the Commonwealth 
committee will decide the 
opponent,” the Manches-
ter-based pugilist added.

Vijender has been victo-
rious in his 10 previous out-
ings while Markham had 
the experience of 22 fights, 
17 of them wins.

The fight would have 
been Vijender’s first in six 
months since he success-
fully defended his twin titles 
in the clash against Ghana’s 
Ernest Amuzu in Jaipur.

Asked about whether 
more boxers should take 
up pro boxing, Vijender 
said: “After a certain age, I 
feel boxers should attempt 
the pro level. There are box-
ers who go to Olympics 
and Asian Games. But what 
about the rest?”

“They can come to pro 
boxing. I am not saying the 
cream should opt for pro 
boxing, but those who feel 
they can do well at pro level 
should come.”

After turning pro Vijen-
der inspired a lot of Indian 
boxers to take up profes-
sional boxing including 
Commonwealth Games 
champion Vikas Krishan 
who has already expressed 
his desire to turn pro.

Vijender signed off by 
urging upcoming boxers 
to be mentally strong as it’s 
an individual sport and one 
needs to push himself.

“People should think 
positive. It depends on the 
boxers as well since it’s not 
a team sport.”

Vijender, who turned 
to pro boxing in 2015, is 
ranked fourth in the WBO 
Super Middleweight cat-
egory.

The Hague, July 17 (Re-
uters): Dutch internation-
al Daley Blind has com-
pleted a return to Ajax 
Amsterdam from Man-
chester United on a four-
year contract, the clubs 
said on Tuesday.

Ajax confirmed they 
struck a deal for an initial 
16 million euros ($18.75 
million), which could rise 
up to 20.5 million euros 
with performance-based 
add-ons.

“To play for the big-
gest club in the world with 
such a history meant a lot 
to me,” Blind, capped 54 
times by the Netherlands, 
wrote on Twitter.

“I want to thank ev-
eryone, the managers, 
coaches, the medical de-
partment, everyone who 
helped me to settle in so 
quick at the beginning, 
of course my team mates 
and last but definitely not 
least the fans.”

The 28-year-old, who 

came through the Ajax 
academy and played over 
100 senior matches for the 
club, arrived at United in 
2014 but was not a first-
team regular under man-
ager Jose Mourinho.

Able to play in midfield 
or defence, Blind won the 

FA Cup with United in 
2016, and the League Cup 
and Europa League titles 
the following year.

Blind made 90 Premier 
League appearances in 
four years at Old Trafford 
but was limited to only 
seven last season.

New Delhi, July 17 (IANS): Fans watching 
the Hockey Womens World Cup at the Lee 
Valley Centre, London, are in for a double 
treat. They will also get to have a close 
look at India’s glorious past in women’s 
hockey, thanks to a unique photo exhibi-
tion by The Hockey Museum, London, 
and sports curator Sunil Yash Kalra from 
India. The world cup starts on July 21 at 
Lee Valley Hockey & Tennis Centre.

The exhibition will be organised at the 
stadium for 15 days in tandem with the 
World Cup, according to a release.

On the occasion of the London World 
Cup, Kalra in association with the Hockey 
Museum will take the audience to the joy-
ful & soulful journey of the past 50 years 
of Indian women’s hockey. ‘5 Decades, 50 
Pictures’ is the unique journey reminisc-
ing the past 50 years of Indian women’s 
hockey.

Speaking on the occasion, Carli-Lyn 
Vermani, International Development 
Officer, The Hockey Museum, added: “5 
Decades, 50 Pictures’ is a unique photo 
exhibition encompassing the rich heri-
tage of Indian women’s hockey in an ex-
quisite and dexterously worked concept 
that aims to create awareness about the 
history of Indian women’s hockey. We are 

delighted to partner and host this unique 
concept.”

The exhibition begins with elaborative 
glimpses from the 1974 World Cup under 
the captaincy of legendary player Ajinder 
Kaur. Posing perfect in front of the lens is 
the team of 1978 World Cup, Madrid. 

The exhibition also captures the gold-
en period of 1982 Asian Games where the 
team under the captaincy of Eliza Nelson 
earned gold.

Moving ahead into the journey via 
stills are the brilliantly cocooned glimpses 
of 1985, 1987, 1991, 1994, 1997, 1998, 
1999, 2003, 2004 and 2005 dominated by 
legendary players Rajbir Kaur, Surajlata 
Devi, Mamata Kharab and others of the 
golden era. 

In its first, the exhibition will also dis-
play the family tree of hokey wizard Major 
Dhyan Chand. Speaking on the occasion, 
Ashok Kumar, 1975 World Cup gold med-
allist and son of Dhyan Chand added, 
“The Family Tree, in the exhibition along 
with the rare picture of late Dhyan Chand 
Ji’s autograph is accurate depiction of our 
family’s contribution to Indian hockey. 
World Cup is a huge platform for hockey 
lovers. Wish the curator and the team a 
grand success.”

Turin (Italy), July 17 (IANS): Por-
tuguese football superstar Cris-
tiano Ronaldo said that joining 
record Serie A champions Juven-
tus after a successful nine-year 
spell at reigning European cham-
pions Real Madrid meant moving 
forward.

The Portugal captain signed a 
four-year contract with Juventus 
for an Italian record transfer fee of 
112 million euros ($131 million), 
and will earn a net salary of 31 
million euros ($36.3 million) per 
season, reports Efe news.

“I would not say it’s a backward 
step, always is forward. (Juventus) 
is a team to win, has won most 
recent seven Italian league titles, 
recently it has been in two UEFA 
Champions League finals. I hope 
to carry Juventus to the highest 
level,” Ronaldo said on Monday 
during his presentation as a new 
Juventus signing here.

“It was an easy decision to join 
Juventus. They’re the greatest club 
in Italy and one of the best in the 
world. I feel honoured and grate-
ful that Juve thought of me. I want 
to make my mark in the history of 
Juventus.”

Ronaldo’s mother, girlfriend 
and son, and his agent, Jorge 
Mendes, attended the event 
at  Gianni  and Umber to 
Agnelli Hall at Allianz Sta-
dium.

The former Sporting Lis-
bon and Manchester United 
star sarcastically said that Ju-
ventus was the only offer he had, 
adding that the standing ovation 
he was given by the Italian 
club’s fans after scoring a 
bicycle kick goal in the 
Champions League quar-
ter-finals was “a special 
moment”.

The 33-year-old five-
time Ballon d’Or winner 
said he was eager to give 
his best with the new club. 

“I am well focused and 
motivated to be able to 
show the Italian (public) 
that I am a top player. I think 
I have nothing to prove to any-
one because numbers do not fool, 
but I have ambition and I love the 
challenges.

“I’m an ambitious player. I 
don’t like to stay in my comfort 
zone or to sit down and look back 

at past achievements. I’m 
looking forwards and 
I’m very concentrated 

and focused. I’m going 
to work hard in my 
training and prove 
that I’m a top player 
again.”

Juven-
t u s 

are yet to win the UEFA Cham-
pions League title since winning 
it for the last time in 1996. Since 
then they have featured in five 
finals in 1997, 1998, 2003, 2015 and 
2017. And they will be boosted by 
the signing of ronaldo, who has 
won it five times and is the conti-
nental competition’s record goal-
scorer (120 in 153 games).

To date, Ronaldo has won in 
total, five league titles, five domes-
tic cups, five Champions Leagues, 
four Club World Cups, two Euro-

pean Super Cups, two domestic 
Supercups, in addition to win-
ning the Balon d’Or five times.

“I know that the Champi-
ons League is a trophy that 

every club would like to 
win and Juventus is no 
different and they’ve 

come extremely close 
in recent seasons. It’s 

a difficult competi-
tion to win, but I 
will be doing my 

best t o  h e l p  t h i s 
t e a m be successful. 
I hope that I can be 
t h e lucky star for 
t h e club,” he said.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
The 42nd Inter-District 
and State Open Badmin-
ton Championships 2018 
hosted by Phek District 
Badminton Association 
will be held at Pfutsero 

from August 6 till the 11th 
informed a press note.

All the districts includ-
ing Nagaland Police are re-
quested to make necessary 
preparations to participate 
in the tournament. The 

categories to be played 
have been circulated 
which can be referred.

Associations are re-
quested to submit the final 
list of players latest by July 
31 added the note.

ter here.
“Hallgrimsson steps 

down as Iceland coach at 
his own request after seven 

years in the job, having 
joined in 2011.”

Hallgrimsson was the 
co-coach with Swede Lars 

Lagerback when Iceland 
reached the Euro 2016 
quarter-finals after beat-
ing England in the last 16.

Following Lagerback’s 
departure, Hallgrimsson 
took sole control of the 
team and they became 
the smallest country by 
population to qualify for 
the World Cup.

They lost two out of 
three matches in Group 
D at the tournament, 
but produced a resilient 
display to draw 1-1 with 
former world champions 
Argentina.

Sydney, July 17 (AP): Usain Bolt is 
making a run at professional soccer 
in Australia.

The Olympic sprint great has long 
expressed his love of soccer. Since his 
retirement from track, he has tested 
himself with Germany’s Borussia 
Dortmund and the Norwegian club 
Stromsgodset.

Now, at 31, he will try out for six 
weeks with the Central Coast Mari-
ners starting next month. If all goes 
well, he could play for a season in 
Australia’s A-League.

Australian agent Tony Rallis said 
Monday the Mariners and Bolt have a 
deal in principle, ‘’subject to a couple 
of benchmarks.’’

Rallis said the eight-time Olym-
pic gold medalist would have to go 
through a tryout, and the Football 
Federation Australia would have to 
support his salary.

London, July 17 (Reuters): 
Formula One champions 
Mercedes made mistakes in 
the last three back-to-back 
races but they still have the 
fastest car, according to 
team boss Toto Wolff.

World champion Lewis 
Hamilton won in France 
last month but suffered 
his first retirement in two 

years at the following race 
in Austria and was second 
in his home British Grand 
Prix after going from pole 
position to last.

The Briton heads to 
Hockenheim for this week-
end’s German Grand Prix 
with an eight-point gap to 
make up on Ferrari’s four- 
times champion Sebastian 

Heimir Hallgrimsson

Vettel, who will be racing 
in front of his home crowd.

“We didn’t score as 
many points in the triple-
header as we had hoped 
for. A lot of that was down 
to our own mistakes,” Wolff 
said in a team preview of 
Sunday’s race.

“However, there is a sil-
ver lining to this — while we 
didn’t maximise on points, 
we did bring the quickest 
car to all three races.”

Vettel  won ina Sil-
verstone while Red Bull’s 
20-year-old Dutchman Max 
Verstappen took his first 
win of the season at his 
team’s home race in Austria.

The triple header was a 
first for Formula One, the 
scheduling aimed at avoid-
ing a clash with the World 
Cup final in Russia.

Mercedes started all 
three races from pole posi-
tion but Hamilton and team 
mate Valtteri Bottas scored 

only 61 points between 
them, compared to 98 for 
championship leaders Fer-
rari and 65 for Red Bull.

Hockenheim is the 11th 
race of the 21-round season 
and Mercedes have won 
just three times, compared 
to six by the same stage last 
year. “We’ve had a decent 
first half,” Wolff said. “On 
the one hand, we’ve left 
points on the table and had 
to do damage limitation 
more often than we would 
have wanted.

“On the other hand, we 
still scored a good amount 
of points, both drivers have 
shown strong performanc-
es and we have a fast car. 
So there are many reasons 
why we’re looking forward 
to the second half of the 
2018 season.”

Hockenheim did not 
host a race last year but 
Hamilton won there in 
2016.

‘’Once the FFA comes back and 
says that they’ll be part of the process, 
we’re going to the trial,’’ Rallis said.

The agent said the Mariners 
would guarantee 70 percent of his 
salary and the FFA would be expected 
to pay the rest.

‘’If he’s competitive, he will lift our 
A-League profile,’’ Rallis said. ‘’He will 
create dreams for young people and 
he will give the A-League a profile 
no amount of money can buy. This 
bloke’s an ambitious athlete. The 
A-League needed a hero and we got 
superman.’’

Mariners chief executive Shaun 
Mielekamp said there is still a lot of 
work to do, and the tryout is impera-
tive to determine Bolt’s skill.

‘’It would only be big if he can play 
and if he can go really, really well,’’ he 
said. ‘’Because if he comes and he’s 
not up to the level then it actually has 
a detrimental effect.

‘’But if he comes and he’s as good 
as our reports are saying that he can 
be, then that would be very exciting 
and I’m sure that this stadium would 
be pretty full every time he put the 
boots on.’’
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Croatia's national soccer team members, from left, Domagoj Vida, Luka Modric, Sime Vrsaljko, Ante 
Rebic, Mario Mandzukic, and Vedran Corluka are seen on top of an open bus as they are greeted by fans 
during a celebration in central Zagreb, Croatia on Monday, July 16. In an outburst of national pride and 
joy, Croatia rolled out a red carpet and staged an euphoric heroes' welcome for the national team on 
Monday despite its loss to France in the World Cup final.

AP/PTI

French President Emmanuel Macron, third right, poses with the French soccer players at the presidential Elysee Palace after the parade 
down the Champs-Elysees in Paris on Monday, July 16, where tens of thousands thronged after the team's 4-2 victory over Croatia. Holding 
the cup is captain Hugo Lloris. 

AP/PTI

Tim Cahill

Players of Ziekezou SC (yellow) and United 16 FC with organisers and others before the inaugural match at the Kohima local ground on Tuesday.
EM Images

French fans give hero welcome to 
'Les Bleus' World Cup champions

Maradona takes charge of Belarusian club Dynamo Brest

Sechu Zubza Football Club set to debut at KFL

Kohima Football League: Vilhoubeituo’s brace helps 
defending champion Ziekezou SC beat United 16 FC 4-1

Australia's Tim Cahill retires 
from international football

Croatia takes to streets to toast 
soccer team's historic run

Paris, July 17 (Reuters): 
Hundreds of thousands of 
ecstatic French fans cel-
ebrated the return of their 
World Cup winning football 
team on Monday, jumping 
and chanting “We Are The 
Champions” as their bus 
paraded down the Champs 
Elysees before a special 
presidential reception.

“Les Bleus”, a dynamic, 
young team that won an 
open, fast-paced final 4-2 
with Croatia in Moscow, 
appeared at the Elysee pal-
ace, where they burst into 
a spontaneous rendition 
of the “La Marseillaise” na-
tional anthem with Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
and his wife.

“Thank you for having 
made us proud,” Macron 
told the players in the presi-
dential palace’s gardens. 
“Never forget where you 
come from: all the clubs 
across France that trained 

you.”
French media spent the 

day lauding the team’s ac-
complishments.

More than 300,000 
people filled the Champs 
Elysees, the area around 
the Arc de Triomphe and 
the Place de la Concorde on 
Sunday night, partying into 
the early hours, singing the 
Marseillaise, setting off fire-
crackers and blaring horns 
until the sun rose.

“We had so much fun 
last night, the city was full 
of joy, so much celebra-
tion,” a woman dressed in 
red, white and blue who 
had made her way out to 
Charles de Gaulle airport 
told BFM TV. “All we want 
is a wave from the players.”

Newspapers hailed 
a second World Cup for 
France, after their first vic-
tory on home soil in 1998.

“History Made” de-
clared sports daily L’Equipe. 

Photos of superstars Kylian 
Mbappe, Antoine Griez-
mann and Paul Pogba, as 
well as shots of the team 
holding aloft and kissing the 
trophy in the pouring rain, 
dominated coverage.

The victory has helped 
foster a sense of national 
unity, with commenta-
tors playing up the fact the 
squad, the second-young-
est in the competition, in-
cludes many with central 
and north African heritage, 
even if all but two were born 
in France.

France has suffered 
years of tension and self-
examination since a series 
of attacks by Islamist gun-
men during 2015 that left 
more than 140 dead, includ-
ing 89 killed in the Bataclan 
theatre in Paris. In some 
small way, the World Cup 
has helped lift the nation 
as it remains wary of the 
threat.

When France won its 
first World Cup 20 years 
ago, with Zinedine Zidane 
its talisman and playmaker, 
the team was referred to as 
“Black-Blanc-Beur” (Black-
White-Arab), a positive ref-
erence to its diverse ethnic 
make-up.

But some were keen to 
put that phrase to one side, 
seeing in it a sense of separ-
ateness, even if it was meant 
positively.

“We’re not in 1998,” said 
Mounir Mahjoubi, the sec-
retary of state for digital 
affairs, whose parents emi-
grated from Morocco.

“We’re not still celebrat-
ing ‘Black-Blanc-Beur’, we’re 
celebrating brotherhood,” 
he said of the current team.

Metro stations
For Macron, who be-

came president last year at 
the age of 39, leading his 
political movement to vic-
tory against the odds, the 

success is also likely to have 
positive repercussions after 
a slump in the polls amid a 
host of economic reforms.

The Paris metro sys-
tem got into the celebra-
tory mood, announcing 
the names of a number of 
stations were being brief-
ly changed to honour the 
players and coach, Didier 
Deschamps.

N o t r e - D a m e  d e s 
Champs station was rela-
belled “Notre Didier Des-
champs”, and Victor Hugo 
was switched to “Victor 
Hugo Lloris” after the cap-
tain and goalkeeper.

On Monday morning, 
the after-effects of Sun-
day night’s frenetic revelry 
were still visible. A number 
of smashed windows, an 
overturned car and graffiti 
scrawled here and there, in-
cluding the phrase “Liberte, 
Egalite, Mbappe”, a refer-
ence to the national motto 
“Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite”.

On Twitter, Brazilian leg-
end Pele paid tribute to the 
exploits of Mbappe, France’s 
19-year-old superstar, say-
ing that if the teenager kept 
equalling his goal-scoring 
records, Pele might have to 
strap his boots back on.

Mbappe replied to 
the tweet in English say-
ing “The king will always 
remain the king”, quickly 
gaining 15,000 retweets.

The team is scheduled 
to arrive back in France at 
around 1430 GMT, before a 
parade down the Champs 
Elysees and a formal vic-
tory reception with Macron 
at the Elysee Palace.

And it is not just the 
capital that has been con-
sumed by football fever. 
From Nice and Marseille 
in the south to Lille in the 
north, Nantes in the west 
and scores of towns and 
cities in between, TV sta-
tions were full of images 
of red, white and blue clad 
fans singing and danc-
ing in France’s streets and 
squares.

Zagreb, July 17 (Reuters): 
Hundreds of thousands 
of Croats in red and white 
chequered soccer shirts 
and scarves poured onto 
the streets of the capital 
Zagreb on Monday to wel-
come home the national 
team and celebrate their 
run to the World Cup final 
in Russia.

Croatia achieved their 
best-ever result in the tour-
nament in losing Sunday’s 
match to France, surpass-
ing the third place finish 
of 1998. “They lost the fi-
nal, but won the world,” 
was how daily newspaper 
Jutarnji List summed up 
the mood.

The celebration was 
broadcast live from the 
moment the team’s plane 
- escorted by two fighter 

jets once inside Croatian 
air space - neared Zagreb 
airport.

Water cannons created 
a glistening arch that the 
plane taxied through, and 
a red carpet was rolled out 
for the players. The team 
rode an open-topped bus 
towards the city centre 
through streets swamped 
with cheering crowds.

After an almost six-hour 
ride the bus reached Za-
greb’s central square, where 
more than 100,000 people 
had gathered under a sea 
of welcome banners and 
national flags.

“Marry me, Rebic”, read 
one, a supersized proposal 
to striker Ante Rebic.

Cheering erupted as he 
and his team-mates went 
up the makeshift stage one 

by one and addressed the 
crowd.

“Thanks for recognising 
that we played our hearts in 
Russia,” Croatia full-back 
Sime Vrsaljko said.

“The guys wore the 
Croatian jerseys with pride 
and you were the best sup-
porters in the world,” added 
coach Zlatko Dalic.

In al l ,  around half 
a million people took to 
the streets to welcome the 
team, state news agency 
Hina said - better that one in 
ten of the small Balkan na-
tion’s 4 million population.

 “We must use this op-
portunity to build, improve 
our soccer infrastructure 
and try to be even better,” 
said Robert Prosinecki, the 
midfield star of the 1998 
team.

Sydney, July 17 (IANS): Aus-
tralia's leading World Cup 
and all-time goal-scorer 
Tim Cahill announced his 
retirement from interna-
tional football on Tuesday.

The 38-year-old played 
in four World Cups with the 
country's national team 
scoring five goals, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

In his career, Cahill to-

Brest (Belarus), July 17 (IANS): 
Argentine football legend Diego 
Maradona arrived here to begin his 
new job as chairman and sporting 
director of Dynamo Brest.

Maradona, 57, signed a three-
year contract with Dynamo in May, 
but he delayed his start date until 
after the 2018 World Cup, which 
ended on Sunday, as he had prior 
commitments to provide commen-
tary on the tournament, reports Efe 

news.
The former Argentina 

captain, who drove the 
South American side to 
the World Cup title in 1986, 
traveled to Brest from Mos-
cow, where he was in the 
stands to see France beat 
Croatia 4-2 in the final.

Founded in 1960 and 
rechristened as Dynamo Brest six 
years ago, the club finished fourth 

in the Belarus 
first division 
l a s t  s e a s o n 
and qualified 
f o r  t h e  Eu -
ropa League, 
though they 
went out in the 
second round. 
Maradona is to 

be involved in all aspects of sporting 
operations, from player signings to 

managing the Dynamo academy.
The Argentine resigned in April 

as coach of Emirati second-division 
side Al-Fujairah after failing in his 
attempt to win promotion to the 
top-flight. He coached the Argen-
tine national team from 2008-2010, 
resigning after the side was elimi-
nated in the quarterfinals of the 
2010 World Cup.

Maradona went on to manage 
UAE club Al-Wasl in 2011-2012.

Dimapur, July 17 (EMN): 
Sechü Zubza Football Club 
(SZFC) formally launched 
on July 15 at the premises 
of Shalom Bible Seminary, 
Sechü Zubza will be mak-
ing its debut in the Kohima 
Football League informed 
a press note received here 
on Tuesday.

The programme was 
graced by Viliehu Ngu-
zhü, president of Angami 
Sports Association as the 
special guest and Roko 
Angami, president of Na-
galand Football Coaches 
Association (NFCA). 

Viliehu Nguzhü ex-
pressed his happiness 

about the formation of the 
club and encouraged the 
club to create a sustain-
able platform which can 
help the football players. 
Roko Angami also shared 
his experiences as a foot-
baller and challenged the 
players to work hard to get 
success.

The launching of the 
club also coincided with 
the introduction of the 
SZFC players and the un-
veiling and distribution of 
the jerseys.

It may be mentioned 
that Sechü Zubza FC is 
one among the seven 
teams participating at the 

2nd edition of the Kohi-
ma Football League (KFL) 
which is being organised 
by the Kohima Town Club 
(KTC). 

Some of the promi-
nent players who have 
signed for Sechü Zubza 
FC for this season are 
Kekhrieletuo Tsira, Ke-
chi Kulim, Laloureiyang 
Aloumai Panmei, Khiu-
wangbo Awang Kaurintah, 
Shürhosül Zhotso, Han-
glen Chang,  Kevisalie 
Sechü and Rajusituo Nagi. 
The team is led by Nei-
dilhoutuo Sechü as the 
manager and Zakietuolie 
Khrodi as chief coach.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 17 (EMN): Substitute 
Vilhoubeituo Yhome scored two 
goals in the second half for defend-
ing champions Ziekezou Sporting 
Club to register an easy win over 
United 16 FC 4-1 in the first league 
match of the ongoing 2nd Kohima 
Football League (KFL) at the Ko-
hima local ground on Tuesday. 

In the match, Ziekezou Sport-
ing Club came from behind to 
beat United 16 after Yhome’s brace 
helped the team to secure three 
important points.

United 16 FC took the lead 
through Menoneikho in the 12th 
minute but the goal was cut short 
in the 30th minute through Mha-
sisetuo for Ziekezou SC. Both team 

failed to create chances as the first 
half ended in a draw.

In the second half, the coach 
introduced a new striker Vilhou-
beituo Yhome and he gave the lead 
for Ziekezou SC in the 55th minute 
and added his second goal in 67th 
minute. He did have his chance to 
score a hat-trick when he came one 
on one with the keeper but shot the 
ball wide off the target.

Neikethozo added the fourth 
goal in the 84th minute and in the 
dying minutes Ziekezou SS got a 
penalty for a handball, Yhome took 
the spot kick but shot the ball wide 
off the target again as the match 
ended 4-1 in favour of Ziekezou 
Sporting Club.

Earlier in the inaugural func-

tion, Neikiesalie Kire, advisor for 
Rural Development attended the 
occasion as the special invitee. In 
his speech, Kire lauded the initia-
tive of the Kohima Football League 
and asserted that league is the only 
way to keep the player fit. He further 
encouraged the participating team 
to make the best use of the league.

Dr. Viketoulie Pienyu, president 
KTC in his presidential address said 
KFL is aim to produce professional 
footballers and national level play-
ers.  “We hope that some of the 
player can find gainful employ-
ment through football.

“We want to bring a radical shift 
in the way we look at our players... 
and to redeem Nagaland football 
and help Nagaland to find a re-

spectable place in Indian football,” 
said the president.  

Viketoulie Pienyu, convernor 
KFL said KTC has taken the ini-
tiative by starting a professional 
league to promote the game as 
well as developed the standard of 
football. 

The champions of the second 
edition will receive a cash prize 
of INR 1 lakh along with the tro-
phy, while the runners up will be 
awarded INR 90,000. Organised by 
Kohima Town Club, the KFL-2 will 
continue till August 24.

Wednesday’s matches
Vanguard FC vs Twenty XI FC at 

12 pm
Sechii Zubza FC vs Khriekesa FC 

at 2 pm

talled 50 goals for Australia 
to become the leading all-
time goal-scorer for the 
side. 

"Today's the day that 
I'm officially hanging up 
my boots on my inter-
national career with the 
Socceroos," Cahill said on 
Twitter.

"No words can describe 
what it has meant to rep-
resent my country," he 
added.

Cahill also played for 
Everton Football Club in 
the English Premier League 
and for the Shanghai Shen-
hua in the Chinese Super 
League, amongst other 
club appearances. 

A number of Cahill's 
goals came at crucial mo-
ments in Australia's previ-
ous World Cup campaigns, 
gaining him the status of a 
national icon.

Cahill's double in 2006 
against Japan made him 
the first Australian ever to 
score a goal at a World Cup.

There has been no an-
nouncement whether he 
intends to continue at the 
club level, having played 
recently for Australian club 
Melbourne City and sec-
ond-tier English football 
club Millwall.


