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Demi Moore ‘roasts’ ex husband 
Bruce Willis  |  P10

AP/PTI
Croatia's Luka Modric and France's Kylian Mbappe, right, pose with their individual awards at the end 
of the final match.

AP/PTI
France goalkeeper Hugo Lloris lifts the trophy after France won 4-2 during the final match between France and Croatia at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, July 15, 2018. 
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Gau Rakshaks not listening to Modi 
is a matter of concern – Former VP 

Hamid Ansari  | P8

Mbappe magic puts France in football heaven

Kane wins Golden Boot, Modric bags Golden Ball

Tamenglong tragedy: Body 
of nine-month baby retrieved Country-wide monsoon deficiency dips to 5%, 

rises to 30% in east and NE India – IMD data

Power outage in parts 
of Wokha district
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Moscow, July 15 (IANS): 
France scored twice in 
each half as they thumped 
combative maiden finalists 
Croatia 4-2 in a dramatic fi-
nal at the Luzhniki Stadium 
to win the FIFA World Cup 
for the second time in 20 
years here on Sunday.

A first-ever own goal 
in a World Cup final gave 
France the lead as Mario 
Mandzukic headed a free-
kick into his own net in the 
18th minute but Croatia 
pulled level through a strike 
from Ivan Perisic in the 28th 
minute.

Antoine Griezmann 
converted a penalty in 
the 38th minute to regain 
France's lead which was 
further increased to 3-1 
by Paul Pogba in the 59th 
minute.

Kylian Mbappe (65th) 
made it 4-1 before Mand-
zukic pounced on a blun-
der from goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris to reduce the dif-
ference to two in the 69th 
minute, giving some hope 
to Croatia. But the third goal 

from Croatia never arrived 
as the talented French side, 
coached by Didier Des-
champs sealed a deserving 
triumph.

France thus pulled level 
with South American pow-
erhouses Argentina (1978, 
1986) and Uruguay (1930, 
1950) as the third nation 
with two World Cup titles.

With this win, Des-
champs, who captained the 
title winning 1998 French 
side, achieved the rare dis-
tinction of becoming only 
the third man, in history -- 
after Brazil's Mario Zagallo 
and German legend Franz 
Beckenbauer -- to win the 
World Cup both as a player 
and a head coach.

Known for his pragmat-
ic approach, Deschamps 
ensured that France, over-
whelming favourites com-
ing in to the final, did not 
waste the glory moment 
like they did it two years ago 
against Portugal in the sum-
mit clash of the European 
Championship.

Even though the 4-2 

scoreline clearly paints the 
picture clear in favour of 
the French, the on-field 
action was a different story. 
France hurt Croatia when 
they were enjoying domi-
nant phases. It says a lot 
about Deschamps' vision.

For the Croatians, it was 
a tearful end to a brave, gru-
elling campaign which saw 
them being stretched to the 
limit in each of their previ-
ous knockout matches. 

Against Denmark and 
Russia, they prevailed via 
penalty shootouts, while in 
the semi-final against Eng-
land, they started poorly 
conceding the first goal 
within five minutes before 
winning in extra-time.

Exactly 20 years after 
the golden generation com-
prising legends like Davor 
Suker and Zvonimir Boban 
finished third at their first 
ever World Cup, Croatia 
displayed similar never-say-
die attitude and fighting 
spirit to take the football 
world by storm for a second 
time. A remarkable achieve-

ment for a tiny war-torn na-
tion of just over four million 
people who emerged from 
the bloody disintegration 
of erstwhile Yugoslavia only 
in 1991. 

Once again defying the 
critics, Croatia -- the lowest-
ranked team to ever reach 
the final -- were sharper of 
the two sides at the begin-
ning, with Perisic domi-
nating the left flank. The 
East Europeans also made 
a couple of threatening in-
cursions on the other flank 
as France looked to absorb 
the early pressure.

France, however, drew 
first blood against the run 
of play when Griezmann 
earned a free-kick after be-
ing fouled by midfielder 
Marcelo Brozovic 30 yards 
out. Griezmann whipped 
the ball into the penalty 
area, where Mandzukic rose 
highest to get the touch that 
sent the ball past Danijel 
Subasic and inside the far 
corner in the 18th minute.

France could have dou-
bled their advantage five 

England's Harry Kane 
won the Golden Boot 

award while Croatia captain 
Luka Modric walked away 
with the Golden Ball of the 
2018 FIFA World Cup here 
on Sunday.

Apart from the duo, 
France's 19-year-old striker 

Kylian Mbappe was the 
winner of the Young Player 
Award, while Belgian goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois, 
who made 27 saves, was 
named as the winner of 
the Golden Glove, reported 
Xinhua news agency.

Courtois emerged as 

the best custodian after 
conceding just five goals in 
seven matches.

Kane ended with six 
goals; two more than An-
toine Griezmann, who was 
joined on four by Romelu 
Lukaku of Belgium and 
Russia's Denis Cheryshev.

Nagas in Myanmar resist attempt to 
build Burmese nationalist’s statue   
Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): The Eastern 
Naga Students' Association (Ensa) 
and Naga civil society organisations 
of Myanmar have opposed what they 
stated was the government’s plan to 
erect a statue of Gen. Aung San at 
Khamti in the Naga Self-Adminis-
tered Zone (NSAZ) of Myanmar.

A press release from the Ensa on 
Sunday stated that though Nagas 
were not “against the late leader of 
Myanmar and his legacy but instead 
of bringing and erecting lifeless 
statue in Naga ancestral inhabited 

region, we long and pray for better 
educational institutions, good trans-
portation systems and facilities and 
development in Naga region.”

The Nagas will never ‘allow the 
lifeless statue to erect not only in 
Khamti but anywhere in Naga in-
habited areas,’ it stated. “The elected 
Naga representatives instead should 
approach union govt. of Myanmar 
to bring favourable changes rather 
than funding and donating towards 
lifeless statue project. The intending 
inaugural function which is sched-

uled to be held on 21st July 2018 at 
Khamti should be cancelled as per 
the desire of Nagas.”

In the event of the authorities 
failing to heed to the demand of the 
Nagas, it warned, the Naga elected 
members of the NSAZ government 
shall be held fully responsible for any 
eventuality. 

According to the Ensa, the gov-
ernment’s attempt to build the statue 
was with the intention of snatching 
Naga-inhabited lands ‘and to Bur-
manise’ it. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 15 (EMN): One 
of the bodies of the two chil-
dren who had been missing 
since the July 11 landslide 
in Manipur’s Tamenglong 
district, which claimed the 
lives of nine people and 
injured five others, has been 
recovered, police said on 
Sunday.

The body of the nine-
month old male baby was 
recovered from a stream 
called Apa-Thuak on Sat-
urday afternoon, a police 
source said. The stream 
connects with Manipur’s 
biggest river Barak and is 
located about 5 km north-

west of Tamenglong police 
station. However, the body 
of a 5-year old girl is yet to 
be retrieved.

The recovery came after 
continuous search for the 
past four days by villagers 
after the July 11 incident 
following heavy rainfall at 
Tamenglong town, 150 km 
west of Imphal. Earlier, sev-
en of the nine bodies were 
recovered.

Villagers stopped search 
operations on Sunday, 
sources from Tamenglong 
said.  Meanwhile Lan-
thailung (40), the father of 
the baby boy whose body 
was recovered on Satur-

day afternoon is currently 
undergoing treatment at 
a government hospital in 
Imphal.

According to Manipur’s 
Relief and Disaster Manage-
ment department, 13 hous-
es were completely dam-
aged while five others were 
partially affected due to a 
landslide in Tamenglong, 
which experts believe was 
caused by heavy rainfall.

The region recorded 
158.8 mm rainfall since 
Wednesday midnight, ac-
cording to nodal officer Dr. 
T Brajakumar of Manipur’s 
Climate Cell of Environ-
ment directorate.

Four-lane road: Zeliang seeks contract details
Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The Leader of Opposition 
TR Zeliang has asked the Na-
tional Highways and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration Limited (NHIDCL), 
Nagaland branch, whether 
or not the construction 
firms working on the four-
lane project were complying 
with the agreement con-
tained in the contract in 
relation to ‘maintenance of 
existing road.’

In a letter to the gen-
eral manager of NHIDCL, 
Zeliang recalled that the 
former had informed him 
of the firms having signed 
contracts containing an 
agreement to maintain ex-
isting roads. “However, it is 
surprising to see that con-
dition of the existing road 
has been badly affected due 
to ongoing construction 
works. 

“I wish to know from 

you whether the two firms 
are complying to (sic) the 
contract agreement,” the 
letter read. 

He also wanted to know 
if the firms had sublet the 
contract to second/third 
parties. “...if so, the name/s 
of such party/ies (sic) be 
furnished for transparency, 
as discussed in our series of 
meetings while the under-
signed was chief minister,” 
it stated.

New Delhi, July 15 (PTI): 
The country-wide mon-
s o o n  d e f i c i e n c y  h a s 
dropped to five per cent 
but has risen to 30 per cent 
in east and northeast India, 
according to IMD data. 

The southern peninsula 
and central India have been 
witnessing good rains. The 
two regions gauged 17 and 
7 per cent more precipita-
tion than the normal limit. 

The IMD has issued a 
red-coded warning for Goa, 
Konkan region, parts of Gu-
jarat and Chhattisgarh and 

an amber-coded warning 
for parts of Gujarat, Kerala, 
east Madhya Pradesh and 
Odisha. 

A red-coded warning 
has been issued for the 
Konkan and parts of Gu-
jarat for July 17.

The IMD has a colour 
coded weather warning 
system. Red signifies warn-
ing and demands necessary 
action by different agen-
cies. Amber asks people 
to remain alert. The yel-
low code is for keeping a 
watch on the situation and 

the green code means "no 
warning".

The monsoon trough 
continues to remain active 
in the next three days, the 
MeT department said. 

A well-marked low pres-
sure area lies over northwest 
Bay of Bengal and adjoining 
Odisha. The system is very 
likely to move westwards 
across central India, thereby 
enhancing the rainfall over 
Odisha, Chhattisgarh dur-
ing next 48 hours and over 
Maharashtra on July 16 and 
17, the IMD said. 

On July 16, heavy to very 
heavy rain with extremely 
heavy falls are very likely at 
isolated places over Gujarat, 
Chhattisgarh and Goa.

Heavy to very heavy 
rain at isolated places over 
Karnataka, Kerala, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh and Odisha; heavy 
rain at isolated places over 
Andhra Pradesh, Jammu, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, and 
West Madhya Pradesh, the 
IMD said.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): The de-
partment of Power, Wokha electrical 
division, has informed that there 
would be a power outage in Niro 
range, Longsa village, half of Niroph-
en colony, Pongidong and adjoining 
villages due to the breakdown of 
the 1.6 MVA, 33/11 KV power trans-
former at Longsa gate in Wokha.  A 
press statement from the executive 
engineer of Wokha electrical division 
on Sunday requested consumers to 
bear with the inconvenience as the 
department was trying its best to 
restore power at the earliest.

Ronaldinho, Will Smith shine 
in World Cup closing ceremony
Brazilian football leg-

end Ronaldinho and 
United States actor and 
musician Will Smith were 
among the stars rocking 
the stage on Sunday for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup clos-
ing ceremony, ahead of the 
final match pitting France 
against Croatia.

The 15-minute show 
featured several songs, 
culminating with the of-

ficial World Cup song "Live 
it Up" performed by Smith 
alongside musicians Nicky 
Jam of the US and Era Is-
trefi of Kosovo, produced 
by DJ Diplo, reports Efe.

At one point in the 
15-minute ceremony, Ro-
naldinho surprised the 
audience by showing up 
on the field playing a tall, 
wooden, Afro-Brazilian 
hand drum known as an 

atabaque, and was greet-
ed with enthusiasm by 
the fans inside Moscow's 
Luzhniki Stadium.

The ceremony ended 
with the World Cup being 
brought into the stadium, 
carried by Russian model 
Natalia Vodianova and 
former Germany captain 
Philipp Lahm, who led the 
national team to victory in 
the 2014 World Cup.

 Les Bleus seal second World Cup triumph with 4-2 victory over brave Croatia
 Luka Modric is the player of the tournament; Kylian Mbappe wins young player award  

Pacquiao wins 60th career fight 
with seventh-round knockout   
|  P11

Mirror Takes

We support different teams 
and we play for different 
parties but we should do 

things together more often 
huh, buddy.

Fifa World Cup 2018

minutes later when Blaise 
Matuidi put through Killian 
Mbappe on goal but Doma-
goj Vida made a brilliant 
tackle to deny the teenager.

France could hold on 
to their lead for only 10 
minutes as Croatia hit back 
through Perisic. A free-kick 
from the left saw Luka Mo-
dric float the ball to the far 
post, where Sime Vrsalko 
headed it across the penalty 
area. Mandzukic headed 
it to left for Vida who then 
teed it for Perisic on the 
edge of the box. The Inter 
Milan winger unleashed a 
left-footed low drive into 
the bottom right-hand cor-
ner.

France regained the 
lead 10 minutes later when 
the referee Nestor Pitana 
used the Video Assiantant 
Referee (VAR) to determine 
that Perisic had handled the 
ball while marking Matuidi 
at the near post defending a 
corner from the right from 
Griezmann in the his 36th 
minute corner. Griezmann 
then rolled the resulting 
penalty past Subasic into 
the bottom left corner.

Croatia tried to respond 
to this goal by earning two 
corners late in the first half 
but they yielded nothing as 
France head into the break 
with a 2-1 lead.

Croatia started the sec-
ond half very strongly, with 
Ante Rebic's diagonal effort 
from about 15 yards was 
tipped over the bar by Lloris, 
who couple of minutes later 
had to rush ahead to smoth-
er a counter-attack.

France showed threat-
ened on the counter-attack, 
but Subasic came off the 
line to block a drive from 
Mbappe on the left in the 
52nd minute.

Seeing continuous 
Croatian attacks, France 
substituted defensive mid-
fielder N'golo Kante with 
Steven Nzonzi. France dou-
bled their advantage in the 
59th minute when N'Zonzi 
passed the ball to Pogba, 
who then ran towards the 
Croatian box. After a one-
two with Mbappe, Pogba's 
first shot from just outside 

the box was blocked but at 
the ball fell at his feet, he 
then employed a left-footed 
drive to the bottom right 
corner.

Despite the two-goal 
cushion, France didn't re-
lent and Mbappe became 
the first teenager after Pele 
in 1958 to score in a final as 
his right-footed drive from 
the left-hand of the box beat 
Subasic at the right bottom 

corner in the 65th minute.
Trailing 1-4, Croatia 

seemed down and out un-
til a blunder from keeper 
Lloris gave them their sec-
ond goal in the 69th minute. 
A long back pass from Gir-
oud was met by Lloris but 
his pass to a teammate was 
intercepted by a high-press-
ing Mandzukic.

Croatia pushed for 
their third goal but it nev-

er came. Ivan Rakitic at-
tempted a left-footed flick 
which missed the right 
post by a whisker. He fol-
lowed it up with a long-
range drive but Lloris saw 
it fly over the bar.

Croatia threw in An-
drej Kramaric and Marko 
Pjaca but the French de-
fence stood tall to keep the 
scoreline 4-2 at the end of 
90 minutes.

~ Arien



Population stabilisation 
fortnight underway in Peren

Rio, NDPP mourn 
Thong’s demise

Bungsang youths honour 
meritorious students 

Salesian students organise holy Eucharist prog.

AR hosts interaction and lecturer programmes

Health dept. issues dos and dont’s on dengue
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Pfutsero ADC convenes meeting
The additional deputy commissioner (ADC) of Pfut-
sero, Zeneikhonuo Vimero has convened a meeting 
on July 17 at 11 am in the ADC conference hall. 
The meeting has been called for work distribution 
for the upcoming Independence Day celebration. 
All the head of departments, institutions, ward 
chairman, head GB, and NGOs under Pfutsero sub-
division have been requested to attend the meeting 
without fail.

KBHSS to observe cultural day, 
literary week
The Khedi Baptist Higher Secondary School in Ko-
hima has informed that the school will be observing 
a cultural day-cum-literary week from July 17 to 20 
on the theme “Venturing vision.” 

Associate professor of Nagaland University, 
Thejayano Sekhose will be the guest speaker on the 
inaugural day on July 17 which will be held at the 
school auditorium.

Dimapur’s volleyball  
association to meet
The Dimapur District Volleyball Association has 
convened a meeting on July 17 at 4 pm at the DDSC 
complex.  All the office bearers and executive mem-
bers have been informed to attend.

Dimapur Sumi Totimi Hoho 
elects new team
The Dimapur Sumi Totimi Hoho has instated its new 
office bearers for the tenure of 2018-2021. The 
team will led by Yekali B Kiba as president, Tohuli 
Zhimomi as vice president, and Vinokali Zhimomi as 
information secretary along with three members for 
advisory board and seven colony representatives.

Event organizers and beneficiaries during the family planning camp at the community health centre in Jalukie in Peren district on July 13.

Pu Lun Tungnun addressing students.

Participants pose for a group photograph after a seminar at Borlengri in Dimapur on July 15.

Assam Rifles personnel and GBs during an interaction session at Tseminyu in Kohima district on July 14.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

NEWS IN BRIEFNEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
World Population Day and 
Population Stabilisation 
Fortnight in Peren district 
began on July 11 and would 
culminate on July 24.

A press release issued 
by the district media officer, 
Pezanguno Celine Secü, 
stated that free family plan-
ning camps are been held 
at CHC Jalukie and Dis-
trict Hospital Peren. During 
the camp free sterilisation 
along with incentives and 
free transportation cost 
were provided to the ben-
eficiary. Besides, 24 health 
units in the district are pro-
viding free family services 
such as IUCD, condoms, 
ocp, ecp. The family plan-

ning camps are being con-
ducted on the theme “Start-
ing a meaningful tomorrow 
with family planning.” 

According to the United 
Nations Population Fund 
(UNPF), the event is ob-
served with the aims to 
spread awareness on over-
population, under-pop-
ulation and birth control. 
It also stated that family 
planning is not only a mat-
ter of human right but also 
central to women empow-
erment, reducing poverty 
and achieving sustainable 
growth. 

It should be acceptable 
in the sense that contra-
ceptives services and in-
formation be provided in a 

dignified manner respect-
ing both modern medical 
ethics and the cultures of 
those accommodated. 

It  w a s  u n d e r  s u c h 
guidelines, work force team 
under the chief medical 
officer, Peren, is focussed 
on the information, educa-
tion and communication 
strategies. Mobilisation and 
intensive awareness are 
been initiated since June 24 
by focussing at the grass-
root level with the ASHAs 
conducting inter-personal 
communication in all the 
villages with the ASHA co-
ordinators behind their 
back. 

The health workers are 
conducting counselling in 

their respective health units 
and also distributing IEC 
materials in local dialect 
apart from family plan-
ning services. Focus group 
discussion are also been 
conducted by the ASHA 
coordinators in all the four 
blocks. 

The work force team 
would continue the inten-
sive awareness and also 
provide free family plan-
ning services till July 24. So 
far, 21 laparoscopic and 3 
IUCD were performed. A 
total of 298 condoms, 72 
OCPs and 14 ECPs were also 
distributed. 

The sterilization camp 
for District Hospital Peren 
has been fixed on July 17.  

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): A day-long 
seminar on Holy Eucharist was organ-
ised at Borlengri by the students of 
Salesian College of Higher Education July 
on 15 for the youth of Borlengri and Zeli-
angrong in Dimapur.  The Holy Eucharist 
was led by Fr. AJ Sebastian. 

A press release from the students 
informed that the programme was 
organised to help the participants ‘to 
take decision on living a life focussing 
on God.’ 

Group discussions, interactions, 
songs, dance, and praise and worship 
were some highlight of the programme.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The Wokha battalion Assam 
Rifles of under the aegis of 
HQ Igar (north) interacted 
with the GBs of Tseminyu 
on July 14. 

A press release from AR 
informed that an interac-
tion was held to discuss 
issues pertaining to devel-
opment and coordination 
which required among all 
sections of the society in 
the overall progress of the 
region. 

Altogether 41 GBs from 
all neighbouring villages 
participated.

Also, the Phek battalion 
Assam Rifle has conducted 

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The chief minister of Naga-
land, Neiphiu Rio has ex-
pressed shock and sadness 
at the demise of Kenyüy-
hung Thong, president of 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP), 
Tseminyu region on July 
15 at his native village in 
Sendenyu.

In a condolence note, 
Rio said Thong joined gov-
ernment service in 1976 
as an LDA at DC’s Office 
Kohima and later joined the 
Police department as a sub-
inspector and continued 
to serve the government 
diligently tilll his retirement 
as a deputy commandant 
in 2017.

 Throughout his life, Rio 
said Thong had served the 
people in various capacities 
such as judicial secretary 
(2013-2016) and then as vice 
president (2017 till date) 
of Sendenyu Chipwen Un-
ion; vhairman of Sendenyu 
Village Council (2017 till 
date); and as president of the 
NDPP Tseminyu region from 
2017 till he breathed his last. 

The chief minister de-
scribed him as a gentleman 
who had a distinguished 
service as well as a warm 
personality. 

Thong  was the recipient 
of the Governor’s Commen-
dation Certificate (1999) and 
the President’s Police Gold 
Medal (2001). Besides, he 
was an active and dedicated 
leader who contributed his 
best towards the upliftt of 
the party, the message read.

In his demise, Rio said 
‘we have lost a capable and 
efficient leader and a friend 

who will be dearly missed.’
Rio along with his wife 

and family expressed deep-
est condolences to the be-
reaved family members and 
prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in eternal peace.

Also, the NDPP has 
expressed shock and sad-
ness at the sudden death of 
K Thong, president of the 
NDPP, Tseminyu region, on 
July 15. 

A condolence note from 
the NDPP Chingwang Kon-
yak, said that Thong was a 
dedicated party worker, who 
had unceasingly worked for 
the welfare of the party in 
particular and the people of 
his area in general. 

The NDPP felt that his 
demise is a great loss to both 
the party and the people of 
Tseminyu region. 

On behalf of the NDPP 
rank and file, the president 
has conveyed heartfelt con-
dolence to the bereaved 
family and prayed to the 
Almighty to grant solace to 
them at this time of pain and 
sorrow.

The NDPP Dimapur re-
gion has also expressed sad-
ness at the untimely demise 
of K Thong, president of the 
NDPP Tseminyu region. 

Lamenting over the loss 
by the demise, the party said 
Thong was steadfast to the 
party by bringing victory 
to the NDPP candidate at 
Tseminyu.  The region presi-
dent and colleagues have 
expressed sympathy and 
heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family members 
and offered prayer for the 
decease family and paid 
respect to the departed soul.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The Bungsang youth and 
students’ union organised 
a seminar and felicitation 
programme in the com-
munity hall of Bungsang 
village in Medziphema on 
July 14.
The resource persons Pu 
Lun Tungnun, former 
candidate of Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly and 

Ngulkhochon, secretary of 
KBA spoke on youth and 
politics and true love and 
marriage in line.

Successful students of 
class X and XI were hon-
oured during the pro-
gramme. 

The chief of Molvom 
village in Medziphema, Pu 
Alet Misao, felicitated the 
students.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): July being 
observed as Anti-Dengue month 
and also keeping in view with the 
rise in the number of dengue cases 
every year in the state, Directo-
rate of Health and Family Welfare 
has issued public awareness on 
dengue.

What is dengue?
Dengue is a viral disease. It is trans-
mitted by the bite of Aedes mos-
quito. The mosquito bites in day 
time. Man develops the disease 
after 5-6 days of being bitten by an 
infective mosquito.

Dengue occurs in two forms
Dengue Fever (DF) and dengue 
Haemorrhagic Fever (DHF)

Signs and symptoms of  
dengue fever
Sudden onset of high fever; severe 
headache; pain behind the eyes 
which worsens with eye move-
ment; muscle and joint pains; 
loss of sense of taste and appetite; 
measles like rash over the chest and  
upper limbs.

Age group and sex affected

All age groups and both sex are 
affected. Deaths occur more in 
children.
Transmission from one  
person to another
Dengue fever is caused by the bite 
of Aedes mosquito.

When the mosquito bites a 
person with Dengue fever, it picks 
up the germs of the disease along 
with the blood.

This germ known as dengue 

virus develops within the mosquito 
in a few days.

When this mosquito again 
bites a healthy person, it introduc-
es the germs into the blood.

After a few days the person 
becomes sick with high fever and 
other symptoms of dengue.

Breeding places
Aedes mosquito breed in any type 
of manmade containers or water 

storage containers even having 
small quality of water like desert 
coolers, water storage containers, 
tyres, overhead tanks, drums, jar, 
buckets, flower vases, plant sau-
cers, tanks, bottles, tin, roof gutters, 
refrigerator drip pans, cement 
blocks, cemetery urns, bamboo 
stumps, tree holes and many more 
places where rain water collects or 
is stored.

Eggs of mosquito can live with-
out water for more than one year.

Preventive and control measures
1. All water storage containers 

should be covered.
2. Remove/ destroy all dispos-

able, unused materials lying 
in and around the house, 
like old tyres, broken pots, 
crockery etc.

3. Dry all water storage utensils, 
water coolers, flower vases, 
water vessels for birds and 
animals, fridge trays at least 
once a week before re-filling.

4. Fill up the ditches and other 
unwanted water collection 
sites around the houses.

5. Put insecticides, petrol, k oil, 
in coolers, containers etc 

once a week, which cannot 
be emptied or cleaned.

6. Introduce larvivorous fish 
in stagnant water bodies, 
contact assistant director of 
UMS Dimapur.

Personal protection measures
1. Wear clothes that cover the 

whole body in day time.
2. Use appropriate wire mesh 

in doors and windows of the 
house.

3. Ensure that at least pregnant 
women and children sleep 
under mosquito net during 
day time, preferably insecti-
cide treated bed nets.

4. Insecticide treated mosquito 
nets are more effective as 
they kill mosquitoes as well 
as other bugs and insects. 

5. Use mosquito repellent 
lotion, creams like good-
knight, odomos etc.

Contact 
If there is any suspected case which 
matches the signs and symptoms 
described above, contact the near-
est hospital. Facility for testing is 
available for free at District Hospi-
tal in Dimapur.

a lecture on HIV and AIDS 
and drugs abuse at Ziphu 
on July 14. 

The lecture covered top-
ics such as types of drugs 
and its abuse and effects. 

The participants were 
advised to encourage and 
help addicts to avail the 
facility of the rehabilitation 
centre at Phek town. The 
contact numbers of officers 

in concern of the Nagaland 
AIDS and Drug Control 
Society at Phek was shared 
with the participants. 

Altogether 25 residents 
attended the session.
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Dimapur, July 15 (EMN):  
A member of the National 
Committee on Rights of 
Persons with Disability, 
and a former editor of 
Eastern Mirror, Diethono 
Nakhro, has raised con-
cerns at having to find 
that Nagaland’s only air-
port has no toilet facilities 
for persons with disabili-
ties.

The activist issued a 
letter to the media on 
Sunday recounting her 
uncomfortable experi-
ence at the airport. 

“I found two toilet 
stalls with grab bars in-
stalled, one in the depar-
ture lounge and the other 
in the arrival/baggage 
reclaim hall. 

There were no signs 
on the doors but I pre-
sumed they were Di-
mapur Airport’s token 
gesture of providing ac-
cessible convenience for 
people with disabilities,” 
the message read. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
It was a busy Sunday for 
the Dimapur Traffic per-
sonnel who initiated to 
repair stretch of road near 
new Dhansiri Bridge en-
try to Walford near Lor-
na’s School in Dimapur.

A stretch of road near 
new Dhansiri  Bridge 
which connects Walford 
to Supermarket was in a 
pathetic condition which 
has proved a nightmare 
for people taking that 
particular route. Drivers 
struggle to cross through 
the road because of the 
poor road condition.  

Worried over the traf-
fic congestion as the new 
Dhansiri Bridge is the 
only lifeline for commut-
ers travelling to Dimapur 
town after the closure of 

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): Acknowl-
edgement and appreciation of one 
another lacks in our society and 
this is the reason there is a huge gap 
amongst communities, said Vitono 
Gugu Haralu, a students’ councel-
lor at Nagaland Tools and Training 
Centre.

Haralu who is also the director 
of the Path Finder, said that ‘we talk 
about being discriminated outside 
the state but it is an ignorant fact 
that we discriminate our own peo-

ple back at home in the state.’
Haralu was addressing the Di-

masa Students’ Union Nagaland fe-
licitation programme as a resource 
person at DBIDL Hall, Don Bosco 
Higher Secondary School in Di-
mapur on July 14.  The programme 
was held under the theme “The 
higher the obstacles, the higher we 
get to rise.” A press release received 
here on Sunday informed.

She maintained that one must 
know his / her root, history and 

culture. Due to ignorance of one’s 
root, she said ‘we face identity crisis 
today. One should accept the truth 
and honestly embrace one’s one 
identity, she asserted. 

Haralu said parents can and 
should act as counsellors for their 
children. 

Another resource person, Humi 
Thaosen, asst. professor of Guwa-
hati University in Assam, in her 
address said that parents have 
equal share in uplift of the students. 

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The governor of Naga-
land, P B Acharya ded-
icated the foundation 
stones for Shree Jaganath 
Temple and Lakshman 
School at NarepTimung 
Goan in Khatkati on July 
15 in the presence of MLA 
Dr. Numal Monin. He was 
accompanie by his wife 
Kavita Acharya.

According to a press 
release received here on 
Sunday, the governor in 
his address said that tem-
ples are places to create a 
better man and a better 
person. It is a place where 
we all bow down our head 
and feel that we are part 
and parcel of one society. 

Acharya said unity in 
diversity is the peculiar-
ity of the country and 
that all should be proud 
to be citizens of India. 
“Peaceful coexistence of 
different religion is the 

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The graduation cum par-
ents meet of ‘TRGU’ vo-
cational training centre, 
Padumpukhuri was held 
on July 14 with Rev Katie 
Longkumer as the main 
speaker. 

A press release received 
here informed on Saturday 
informed that the main 
speaker at the programme, 
Rev Katie Longkumer. 

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Longkumer 
spoke about the need to 
realize and build the in-
herent potential in each 
of them to be a good 
professional.  Quoting a 
passage from the book of 
Psalms, Rev. Longkumer 
encouraged the trainees 
to think small saying that 
little steps will lead to a big 
doors opening.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
Chief  Medical  Office 
(CMO) Phek has conduct-
ed training on logistic and 
supply chain manage-
ment on July 14 in the 
CMO’s conference hall. 

The main objective of 
the training was to orient 
auxiliary nurse midwifery 
and pharmacists about 
proper maintenance and 
record keeping of assets 
and stocks in the health 
units, the press release 
received here on Sunday 

informed.
Vaccine Logistics and 

Cold Chain Managers of 
Phek, Zuvutho, gave an 
introduction to logistics 
and supply chain man-
agement. Speaking on the 
types of inventory man-
agement, he said there 
are two types including 
assets and stock. He sen-
sitised the participants 
on how to maintain the 
assets and stock in the 
health units.

A n o t h e r  re s o u rc e 

person of the training, 
Khrusayi Khamo, edu-
cated the trainees of 
assessing stock status 
and inventory control 
system. He also spoke 
about monthly reporting 
format, indent form, is-
sue form or challan, and 
monitory aspect format.

During the practical 
session participants were 
trained of how to indent 
the stock and calculate 
the monthly requirement 
of stock for health units.

No accessible toilet at Dimapur 
airport for the disabled

Traffic police don good Samaritan’s cap

‘Acknowledgement of one another lacks in our society’

Gov. dedicates foundation stone for temple,school Training centre organises 
graduation and parents’ meet

Health attendants trained in chain management

Legislators seek additional highways projects 
statE

“I tried to enter one 
but got stuck at the door 
though I was on a nar-
row aisle chair courtesy 
the airlines I had flown… 
so there’s no question 
of regular wheelchairs 
ever getting into the toilet 
stall.” 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
former editor, the ‘grab 
bars’ apparently were 
‘just for show’ because 
they were placed beyond 
reach behind the seat. 

“ Then there’s  the 
space, there is only just 
about enough stand-
ing room for one person 
not to speak of space for 
wheelchairs, assistants, 
etc.”  

Nakhro raised a query 
for the authorities in this 
regard: “So, Dimapur Air-
port, what about passen-
gers with disabilities? Are 
they supposed to hold it 
in and pray for the best 
once they’re inside your 
hallowed premises?” 

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The ministerial team led 
by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter of Nagaland Y Patton, 
comprises of Minister 
for Higher & Technical 
Education, Imna Temjen-
Imna Along and advi-
sor Pukhayi Sema and 
Longriniken undertook 
two-day visit to Nagpur 
in Maharashtra on July 13 
and the 14th.

The team called on 
Nitin Gadkari, Union 
Minister for Road, Trans-
port and Highways at his 
private residence and 
apprised him of vari-
ous National Highways 
projects in Nagaland and 
requested for additional 
new highways projects in 
the state, a press release 
receive here on Sunday 
from the Dy. Chief Min-
ister Office media cell 
infromed.

Patton, who also holds 
the Home and Nation-
al Highways portfolios, 
thanked Nitin Gadka-
riji for taking special 
care for Nagaland ‘under 
whose efforts some mega 
projects were approved 
in the past and many new 
projects of highways are 
in pipeline.’

Call to entrepreneurs to 
invest in Nagaland
The team also attend-
ed the meet- the-press 
programme organised 
jointly by Nagpur Union 
of Working Journalists 
and Nagpur Press Club. 

Speaking at the press 
meet ,  Patton cal led 
upon the entrepreneurs 
from Maharashtra state 
to invest in Nagaland. 
He emphatically stated 
that Nagaland is now 
a very peaceful state 
in the Northeast India 
and people should not 
have any misconception 
about the paramount 
safety and security to 
all.   “We are committed 
to create an atmosphere 
conducive for industrial 
growth keeping in view 
the natural resources and 
socio-economic condi-

Diethono Nakhro struggling in her wheelchair at a toilet of the 
Dimapur airport in Dimapur.

Seen here are Y Patton, Imna TemjenImna Along, Pukhayi Sema, and Longriniken and other delegates during 
a meet-the-press programme at Nagpur in Maharashtra.

EM Images

Dimapur Traffic personnel doing their bit in repairing a stretch of a road near the new Dhansiri Bridge in 
Dimapur on Sunday.

PB Acharya, Kavita Acharya, Dr. Numal Monin and officials during the dedication of a foundation stone of 
a temple and a school at Khatkati on Sunday July 15.

Rev. Katie Longkumer, with trainees and trainers, during the 
graduation and parents’ meeting.

Resource persons and students during the reception at the Don Bosco Higher Secondary School in Dimapur on July 14.

Rev. Zhiwhuotho Katiry and others releasing the book “Nagaland for Christ” at Hotel Japfü in Kohima on 
July 7. The book was written by Levi Avi, it was informed

tion of the state. Invest-
ment will not only help 
our economic growth but 
shall generate employ-
ment opportunities for 
the youth in the private 
and corporate sectors,” 
the press release quoted 
Patton. 

Emphasising that Na-
galand offers excellent 
policies and fiscal invest-
ments for agro and forest 
based industries, horti-
culture, food processing, 
mining, tourism, hand-
loom and handicraft sec-
tors etc, Patton reiterated 
that the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) Gov-
ernment is commitment 
to put its sincere efforts 
for overall development 
of Nagaland with the sup-
port of the Union govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modiji. 

Patton told the press 
fraternity that the present 
government in Nagaland 
is promoting tourism on 
a large scale with empha-
sis on the promotion of 
cultural heritage of Na-
galand. 

Highlighting the ten 
days Hornbill Festival 
in the month of Decem-
ber every year, Patton 
explained that the festival 
showcases not only the 
different tribes of Nagas’ 

rich cultural heritage but 
also a platform for the 
other Northeastern states 
in showcasing their cul-
tural heritage to the world 
as it attracts thousands 
of domestic and foreign 
tourist every years. 

The deputy chief min-
ister also enlightened the 
people about the suc-
cess story in protecting 
the Amur Falcon and 
Nagaland becoming the 
Amur Falcon capital of 
the world.

Also addressing the 
press meet,  Minister 
Along, informed that 
Rashtriya Uchchastar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (Rusa) 
was helping to bring in 
improvement in the high-
er education in Nagaland. 
He apprised that the state 
government is commit-
ted to continuous quality 
improvement in higher 
education. 

On behalf of the state 
chief minister and the 
people of Nagaland, the 
minister thanked the 
Government of Mahar-
ashtra and its people for 
their hospitability and 
being accommodative 
towards the people of 
Northeast and particu-
larly the Naga people.

 “So many young Naga 
students and entrepre-
neur has been living with-

out the fear of discrimina-
tion and prejudices in the 
state of Maharastra that 
help them acquire quality 
education and good job 
placement in various field 
cultivating the feeling 
of brotherhood with the 
Maharashtrians brothers 
and sisters,” he said.

The team also stated 
to have attended the in-
auguration programme of 
the Headquarter of Rash-
trapita Jyotiba Phule Ab-
hyasika Movement (RJPA) 
in Nagpur. 

The Rashtrapita Jyo-
tiba Phule Abhyasika 
Movement started its en-
deavour in the year 2012 
and now has 40 coaching 
centres in 10 districts and 
within a short span it has 
helped many rural and 
poor students to qualify 
in various competitive 
exams including UPSC 
exams, it informed.

 Addressing the in-
augural program, Patton 
and Along, appreciated 
the efforts of the RJPA for 
social uplift and also ex-
tended their best wishes 
to the students commu-
nity. 

Sandeep Tamgadge 
IPS, IGP (HQ) of Naga-
land, who is a native of 
Nagpur, accompanied the 
team during the visit, the 
press releases informed. 

old Dhansiri Bridge and 
Nagarjan Bridge, the Di-
mapur Traffic police regu-
lating the traffic move-
ment noticed that the road 
leading to Walford which is 
an alternative route to ease 
traffic congestion was not 
in good condition. 

The Dimapur traffic 
police under the initia-

tive of DCP Traffic took 
up to repair the stretch 
with their  manpower and 
finance by levelling and 
cementing the portion of 
the slope in order to ease 
the traffic congestion, 
said the police person-
nel to Eastern Mirror on 
Sunday. 

The repairing of road 

started on Fri. July 13 and 
the road to Walford near 
Lorna’s School has been 
closed and it will remain 
close for another two to 
three days, the informed. 
They have also informed 
commuters to avoid tak-
ing the route for two to 
three days till the repair 
work is over.  

She emphasized on being 
competitive and optimis-
tic and not to be carried 
away by negativity. 

Students should not 
confine to only one career 
option but encourage to 
master on many subjects 
for more opportunities, 
she encouraged for re-
search studies. She also 
shared how to balance 
one’s interest and abili-
ties. 

Speeches were also 
delivered by S.K Khemp-
rai, advisor DSUN; Ku-
mar Naben, president of 
Dimasa Public Organisa-
tion Nagaland; Devojit 
Naben, president of Di-
masa Lairidim Mel Naga-
land; and Moromi Hojai, 
president of All Dimasa 
Women Welfare Society 
Nagaland. 

Chakesang Students’ 
Union Dimapur, Team 
Clean Dimapur, CAN 
Youth, Dimasa Students’ 
Association Karbhi An-
glong and Young People’s 
Fellowship also attended 
the event. 

specialty of our country. 
Our great country was 
invaded by invaders like 
Mughals and British be-
cause our motherland 
was rich and prosperous. 
They conquered us and 
made us slaves because 
we were divided on the 
basis of language, cast 
and creed. Let Temple 
gives us strength to stand 

united,” the governor 
said. 

“We should all  be 
proud of our identity 
which is  our mother 
tongue. Our first identity 
is our mother tongue,” he 
maintained.

The governor lauded 
Dr. N C Mohanty of Di-
mapur for donating the 
land for Shree Jaganath 

Temple. 
Decision of  Shree 

Shree Jaganath Seva 
Samithi Trust to start a 
school and healthcare 
centre along with the 
temple is the right mind-
set to strengthen society 
with Temple Blessings, 
he said.

Acharya called on 
the devotees present to 

strengthen the society 
through education, say-
ing “when we educate a 
girl child, we educate a 
family and society.”  

Calling on the achiev-
ers to be givers, he said 
one is an achiever be-
cause of many factors. 
“We have a debt towards 
our family, friends, soci-
ety, and country.

 We should give back 
to our society to strength-
en the society and nation. 
We have the potentiality 
to become a superpower 
in the whole world,” he 
asserted. 

MLA Bokajan Dr. Nu-
mal Momin also spoke on 
the occasion.

Foundation stone for 
health unit and school 
projects of JSS Trust was 
dedicated by Kunja Nay-
ak, president of the JSS 
Trust and Dr. N C Mo-
hanty. 

She appreciated the 
TRGU Vocational TRaining 
Centre for giving quailty 
training to the youths.  

Also, speaking on the 
present employment sce-
nario, Rev. Longkumer 
urged the trainees to take 
the training seriously and 
to stand on their own feet. 

The proprietor  of 
TVTV, Alienla Jamir, while 

congratulating all the suc-
cessful candidates, high-
lighted about the training 
centre and the courses 
offered at the centre. 

A short speech of work 
experience was shared 
by Sukla Dey, a fashion 
instructor at TVTC, who 
thanked TVTC for sup-
porting her in a various 
ways. 

New Page
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Central ministries to work on 
air-dispensary service rules

Sajik battalion of AR organises 
peace convention for Kana valley 

Manipur University impasse: Agitators 
refuse to cooperate with MHRD probe panel

Plan for tea auction centre in TripuraAR distributes lemon grass saplings to villagers

BJP MP’s daughter among 
19 summoned in Assam’s 
cash-for-jobs scam

Sonowal seeks help from Amol 
Palekar for Assamese film sector

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 15 (EMN): 
In collaboration with the 
Civil Aviation ministry 
the Union health min-
istry will be formulating 
the ground rules for the 
proper implementation of 
the air-dispensary services 
in Manipur, according to 
Manipur Governor Dr Na-
jma Heptulla.

Governor Dr Najma 
Heptulla speaking to me-
dia persons at Raj Bhavan 
in Imphal on Sunday said 
that she had raised the 
matter during the recently 
concluded 67th plenary 
meeting of North Eastern 
Council (NEC), a regional 
planning body of eight NE 
states held in Shillong on 
July 9.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
chaired by Union Home 

Minister Rajnath Singh for 
the first time after central 
government brought the 
NEC under the direct con-
trol of Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA). 

It may be worth men-
tioning here that Dr Hep-
tulla has been speaking 
about the introduction 
of flying doctors through 
air-dispensary as done in 
other developed countries 
for the needy patients in 
far-flung remote areas. 
Last year she had even an-
nounced that the Union 
Civil Aviation Minister is 
ready to allocate INR 25 
crore to introduce helicop-
ter services.

She said that Manipur 
was in focus in the NEC 
meeting and added that 
she is going to pursue 
more and more as Ma-

nipur was not given a good 
share of funds.

“So I have suggested 
that the parameter for 
devolution of funds un-
der NEC should be done 
through the development 
index. Because among 
eight NE states-seven of 
them have similar prob-
lems except Assam,” she 
said. 

“I also mentioned 
about Loktak, the biggest 
lake in NE and its present 
status. So we’ve to do 
something about it.”

As many as 29 projects 
under NEC are pending in 
case of Manipur.

Stating that Manipur 
needs good infrastruc-
tures, she added, building 
good roads is the need of 
the hour and suggested 
the conversion of Act East 

policy into Work east pol-
icy considering the infra-
structure requirement in 
the region. “But we should 
focus on tourism,” she 
said.

Regarding the lack 
of awareness about the 
central welfare schemes 
among the general public 
particularly among the 
women, she informed that 
the MHA has agreed to 
translate the literatures of 
the central government 
schemes into local lan-
guages to create aware-
ness about the schemes.

On Friday, DG Assam 
Rifles Lieutenant Gen-
eral Sukhdeep Sangwan 
had complimented the 
Governor for portraying 
Manipur in a befitting 
manner in the recently 
concluded NEC meeting.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): A Peace Con-
vention was organised by the Sajik Bat-
talion under the aegis of IGAR (South) on 
July 13 stated a press statement from the 
Inspector General Assam Rifles (South). 
The event witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation by various intellectual think tanks 

of the Kana valley. Various issues of peace, 
development and prosperity for the area 
were discussed. 

The representatives from almost 20 
villages highlighted their daily challeng-
es and expressed their concern on lack 
of development due to geographical 

  Mirror Crossword 1879sud0ku 1719
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Cardiac muscle
 6. Incline
 10. At a distance
 14. Willow used in basketwork
 15. Found in skin lotion
 16. Not any
 17. Chinese “bear”
 18. Ale or lager
 19. Chief magistrate of Genoa 

(historical)
 20. Formed at the lowest possible 

temperature
 22. Union of suppliers
 24. Blood vessel
 25. Thin coverings of wood
 26. Truthful
 29. Seeds
 30. Egg-shaped
 31. Learning (slang)
 37. _____ Hall University
 39. Not in
 40. Detector
 41. South American climbing plant
 44. Drink excessively (archaic)
 45. Annul or cancel
 46. British designer Laura ______
 48. Adverse reaction to substances
 52. Largest continent
 53. Loose Hawaiian dress
 54. Never present
 58. A single time
 59. Videogame heroine
 61. Goliath was one
 62. ____obi, Kenya
 63. Insures bank deposits
 64. Strange
 65. Mixture of black and white
 66. Drench or immerse
 67. Sleighs 
 
DOWN
 1. Desired expectation
 2. Jacob’s brother
 3. Is not (slang)

 4. Rebuild
 5. Vestiges
 6. Assassinated Israeli PM  

Itzhak ____
 7. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
 8. One of the Three Stooges
 9. Impression in the mind
 10. Tennis star _____ Agassi
 11. US Civil War naval officer 

Andrew Hull _____
 12. Fury 
 13. Winding devices
 21. Breasts (slang)
 23. Latin for “Goose”

 25. Knowledge of the fine 
arts

 26. One who receives guests
 27. Above or beyond
 28. International treaty 

group
 29. Sao _____, Brazil
 32. Gloomy or sullen
 33. One of the 12 apostles
 34. False god
 35. Back of the neck
 36. Earl ____ tea
 38. South Pacific island
 42. Overwhelms

 43. Dense aggregation
 47. Blockades
 48. Surrounded by
 49. Pertaining to the moon
 50. Caribbean island, Saint 

_____
 51. Coarse corundum
 52. Taken _____ = surprised
 54. Long operatic solo
 55. Empty weight
 56. Children’s author ____ 

Blyton
 57. French for “Summers”
 60. Fuss or trouble

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1718
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isolation of the area and 
the insurgent activities. 
The bold message to the 
valley based insurgent 
groups active in the area 
is loud and clear. 

The population needs 
peace and prosperity and 
not bloodshed. During 
the course of the discus-
sion the members of the 
village churches urged the 
misguided youth to shun 
the path of violence and 
return to the main stream 
to become useful mem-
bers in nation building. 

The close coordina-
tion between Assam Rifles 
and the locals is adding 
momentum towards com-
mon goal of achieving long 
lasting peace in Sajik val-
ley.  A total of 49 repre-
sentatives from different 
villages attended the con-
vention added the press 
statement.

Imphal, July 15 (PTI): 
Two days after the Cen-
tre formed a committee 
to look into the charges 
levelled against Manipur 
University Vice Chancel-
lor Adya Prasad Pandey, 
the agitators at the in-
stitute have refused to 
cooperate with the panel, 
terming the move as “a 
ploy to undermine demo-
cratic movement”.

The academic activi-
ties at the central uni-
versity has been under 
suspension for the past 45 
days as the students and 
the teachers are agitating 
here for the removal of 
the vice chancellor (VC) 
over his alleged failure 
to appoint members in 
important posts, and ad-
ministrative negligence.

The HRD ministry 
instituted a fact-finding 
committee on July 12, 
with University Grant 

Commission (UGC) joint 
secretary J K Tripathy as 
the head, to inquire into 
the allegations against 
Pandey.

The panel is supposed 
to submit its report one 
month from the date of 
the issuance of the order.

Around 4.30 pm yes-
terday, the students and 
other staff  members 
burned effigies of Tri-
pathy, Union Minister 
Prakash Javedkar, and 
Deputy Secretary (central 
university division), HRD 
ministry, Surat Singh, at 
the main entrance gate of 
the University as a mark 
of protest.

“We are deeply an-
guished and disheartened 
by the nature of the com-
mittee,” said a function-
ary of Manipur University 
Students’ Union (MUSU).

“The constitution of 
this committee is a ploy 

to undermine our dem-
ocratic movement, an 
appeasement attempt 
to divert attention from 
the true nature of the de-
mand,” he said.

In a joint statement 
issued last night, the 
MUSU, Manipur Univer-
sity Teachers’ Union and a 
staff association resolved 
to intensify the agitation, 
if an independent probe 
committee, headed by 
a retired judge of a High 
Court, is not formed at the 
earliest.

“It is an insincere at-
tempt by the MHRD the 
committee would not be 
given any cooperation,” 
the statement said.

The associations also 
pointed fingers at the reg-
istrar in-charge of the uni-
versity, Shyamkesho, who, 
they believe, is a “suspect 
in the administrative and 
financial bungling”.

“Any official involved 
with Pandey in the com-
plicity for financial and 
administrative misman-
agement should not be 
assisting the MHRD panel 
in any way,” it said.

Earlier, on Thursday, 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh said at a press 
meet that Pandey had 
received an extortion 
letter, demanding INR 
5 crore by an “under-
ground group”.

The CM also said that 
the vice chancellor of the 
central university has told 
the Union government 
that the extortion letter 
and the ongoing agitation 
were “related”.

The VC’s claim was 
strongly rebutted by the 
protesters, who said it was 
as an attempt to brand the 
students and teachers as 
“anti-national extortion-
ists”.

Agartala, July 15 (PTI): 
In an effort to boost the 
century-old tea industry 
in the state, the Tripura Tea 
Development Corporation 
(TTDC) is contemplating 
setting up its own auction 
centre at Dharmanagar, a 
senior TTDC official said.

Dharmanagar in North 
Tripura district borders 
southern Assam which 
also grows tea and their 
produce could be auc-
tioned at the proposed 
centre, TTDC chairperson 
Santosh Saha said add-
ing that auctioning of tea 
grown in Sylhet division of 
Bangladesh in the centre 
could also be explored.

“The tea industry is 

Tripuras only surviving 
industry and if we open 
the auction centre it will 
reduce the dependence 
on auction centers of Gu-
wahati and Kolkata,” he 
told PTI.

“We’ll create a brand 
for Tripura tea, which will 
compete with Assam tea 
and other brands of the 
country and also try to 
turn the TTDC into a profit 
making public sector un-
dertaking”, Saha, who as-
sumed charge on July 4, 
said. The north eastern 
state currently produces 
over 3.58 crore kg green 
tea leaf annually, most of 
which are sent to Assam 
and Bengal for auction.

He said around 50,000 
people were directly or 
indirectly dependent on 
the tea industry in Tripura, 
but their socio-economic 
status was very poor and 
TTDC would work to im-
prove their condition.

The state has a total 
58 tea gardens - 42 indi-
vidually owned, 13 run by 
cooperative societies and 
three run by the TTDC.

The three tea gardens 
run by the TTDC are at 
Kamalasagar and Brah-
makunda in West Tripura 
and one at Maachmara 
in North Tripura district, 
officials said.

These apart, there 
are nearly 3,000 small 

tea growers in the state, 
they said. Tea production 
began in Tripura at the 
Hiracherra tea estate in 
present day Unakoti dis-
trict in 1916. As per latest 
reports, 6,885 hectares of 
land is under tea cultiva-
tion in the state, the offi-
cials said. Assistant Direc-
tor (Tea Development) of 
Tea Board of India Diganta 
Barman had recently said 
efforts were on to make 
the Tripura tea industry a 
profit-making one. “Work 
is on for a logo and brand-
positioning of Tripura tea. 
We are also planning to 
develop tea tourism. We 
are trying to find a good 
theme”, he said.

Dimapur, July 15 (EMN): 
The location of Joupi 
Batallion of HQ 28 Sector 
Assam Rifles in Chande-
lier district is one of the 
most underdeveloped ar-
eas in Manipur owing to 
its remoteness, treacher-
ous terrain and inclement 
weather. Over the years, 
the local populace has 
always predominantly 
depended on the cultiva-
tion of the Poppy plant for 
survival. 

With perseverance and 
dogged determination, 
Joupi Batallion of Assam 
Rifles has motivated the 
populace to forsake poppy 
cultivation and embrace 
lemon grass cultivation 
in lieu stated the Inspec-
tor General Assam Rifles 
(South) in a press note.

Guwahati, July 15 (IANS): 
The daughter of BJP’s Lok 
Sabha MP R.P. Sharma is 
among 19 government of-
ficials issued summons on 
Sunday by the Assam Police 
in the multi-crore cash-for-
jobs scam.

The Dibrugarh police, 
which is probing the case, 
has asked these officials 
to appear at the Special 
Branch Headquarters in 
Kahilipara area here on July 
18 to give their handwriting 
samples for forensics tests.

These 19 include 13 of-
ficials of Assam Civil Serv-
ice Officers, three of Assam 
Police Service and three of 
allied services. “Police of-
ficer Pallabi Sharma is the 
daughter of Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s Lok Sabha MP 
from Tezpur, R.P. Sharma,” 

said a senior official on 
the probe team. The offi-
cial said that police has al-
ready collected substantial 
evidence against the 19 for 
their alleged involvement 
in the job scam.

Certain top officials of 
the Assam Public Service 
Commission, which holds 
the two-stage examination 
for selecting candidates for 
plum state jobs, allegedly 
accepted huge bribes over 
several years for selecting 
the candidates.

Over 30 Assam civil 
and police as well as al-
lied services officers have 
so far been arrested in the 
scam, apart from then 
APSC Chairman Rakesh 
Kumar Paul, two commis-
sion members, and other 
officials.

Guwahati, July 15 (PTI): Assam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal today sought help from veteran film 
actor Amol Palekar in charting out a roadmap for the 
development of Assamese film industry.

“Sonowal requested him (Palekar) to align with 
the local film personalities and help in charting out a 
broad roadmap for the development of the industry,” 
an official release from the chief minister’s office said.

As films are the best means to represent the state to 
the world, Sonowal requested Palekar to use his experi-
ence for the promotion of regional cinemas and assured 
him that the entire film fraternity of Assam would be 
with him in this journey, it added.

Palekar appreciated the will and initiative of 
Sonowal for taking substantial policy decisions for the 
development of Assamese cinema to enable people to 
look at the heritage of the state through cultural lens, 
the statement claimed.

“Palekar appeared happy on the pioneering role 
that the film personalities from Assam such as Jahnu 
Barua and Seema Biswas are playing, who have also 
been working in tandem for the promotion of regional 
cinema, besides Bollywood movies,” the release said. 
Assam State Film Finance Development Corporation 
(ASFFDC) chairman Jatin Bora and ASFFDC vice chair-
man Abhijit Kumar Nath were also present during the 
discussion.

Over the last three 
months unit has distrib-
uted lemon grass saplings 
to 13 villages in the area of 
responsibility. Recently the 
unit’s Commandant, Col 

Sachin Jain, SM, has par-
ticipated in distribution 
of saplings to four villages 
of Molanghat, Aibol Joupi, 
Hollengjang and Mombi 
in the area. In all a total of 

approximately 1 lakh sap-
lings of lemon grass were 
distributed to the villagers 
till now whose transporta-
tion was also provided by 
the unit. 
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NASA’s Juno data 
points to new volcano 
on Jupiter moon Io

Herpes virus linked to Alzheimer’s, antivirals may help

Origin of ‘ghost particle’ 
traced to distant black hole

Autonomous driving cars could 
save billions — German study

Testosterone treatment can bring new hope for cancer patients Molecular clock could 
make smartphone 
navigation more accurate

Astronomers discover 
rare double asteroid

Scientists use electric shocks to genetically reprogramme T cells

Washington, July 14 (IANS): Using data col-
lected by NASA’s Juno spacecraft, scientists 
have got clues to a previously undiscovered 
volcano on the Jupiter moon Io.

With its Jovian InfraRed Auroral Mapper 
(JIRAM) instrument, the Juno spacecraft 
found a new heat source close to the south 
pole of Io, NASA said on Saturday.

“The new Io hotspot JIRAM picked up 
is about 300 kilometres from the nearest 
previously mapped hotspot,” Alessandro 
Mura, a Juno co-investigator from the Na-
tional Institute for Astrophysics 
in Rome, Italy, said in a 
statement.

“We are not 
r u l i n g  o u t 
m ove m e n t 
or modifi-
cation of 
a  previ-
ously dis-
covered 
hot spot, 
but it is 
difficult 
to im-
agine 
one could 
travel such a 
distance and 
still be consid-
ered the same 

feature,” Mura added. 
The infrared data were collected on 

December 16, 2017, when Juno was about 
470,000 kilometers away from the moon.

The Juno team will continue to evaluate 
data collected on the December 16 flyby, 
as well as JIRAM data that will be collected 
during future (and even closer) flybys of Io, 
NASA said. 

Past NASA missions of exploration that 
have visited the Jovian system (Voyagers 1 
and 2, Galileo, Cassini and New Horizons), 

along with ground-based observa-
tions, have located over 150 

active volca- noes on 
Io  s o far. 

S c i -
entists es-

timate that 
about another 

250 or so are wait-
ing to be discov-
ered.

J u n o  h a s 
logged nearly 235 
million kilome-
tres since enter-
ing Jupiter’s orbit 

on July 4, 2016. 
Juno’s 13th sci-

ence pass will be on 
July 16, the US space 

agency said.

London, July 15 (IANS): Scientists 
have found evidence of a link 
between herpes infection and 
Alzheimer’s disease as well as the 
potential of antivirals in reducing 
the risk of the neurodegenerative 
disease.

In the study, when people who 
suffered with severe herpes infec-
tion were treated aggressively 
with antiviral drugs, the relative 
risk of dementia was reduced by 
a factor of 10.

Herpes simplex virus (HSV) 
infects most humans in youth or 
later and remains lifelong in the 
body in dormant form within the 
peripheral nervous system.

There were various studies 
pointing the link between herpes 
and Alzheimer’s.

A study by Taiwanese epide-
miologists, published in Febru-
ary this year, shows that herpes 
simplex virus type 1 (HSV1) leads 
to an increased risk of developing 
the disease, said researchers from 
the University of Manchester.

In a commentary, reported in 
the Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease 
on the three articles, the team 
argued that they provide the 
strongest evidence yet for a causal 
link between herpes infection and 
Alzheimer’s.

“I believe we are the first to 
realise the implications of these 
striking data on this devastat-
ing condition which principally 
affects the elderly. No effective 
treatments are yet available,” said 
varsity professor Ruth Itzhaki.

“But we believe that these 
safe and easily available antivirals 
may have a strong part to play in 
combating the disease in these 
patients.

“It also raises the future pos-
sibility of preventing the disease 
by vaccination against the virus 
in infancy,” she added.

The Taiwanese study identi-
fied 8,362 subjects aged 50 or 
more who were newly diagnosed 
with severe HSV infection and 
were compared with 25,086 peo-
ple with no evidence of HSV 
infection.

The risk of developing de-
mentia in the HSV group was 
increased by a factor of 2.542.

But, when compared those 
treated with antiviral therapy 

versus those who did not receive 
it, there was a dramatic tenfold 
reduction in the later incidence of 
dementia over 10 years.

Despite the relatively brief 
duration and the timing of treat-
ment -- in most patients severely 
affected by HSV1 the antiviral ap-
peared to prevent the long-term 
damage in brain that results in 
Alzheimer’s, the research showed.

“We suggested that the virus 
in brain is reactivated by certain 
events such as stress, immu-
nosuppression, and infection/
inflammation elsewhere. 

“So we believe the cycle of 
HSV1 reactivation in the brain 
eventually causes Alzheimer’s in 
at least some patients.” Itzhaki 
said.

Washington, July 13 (IANS): 
For the first time, scientists 
have found the source of a 
high-energy ghostly parti-
cle, known as neutrino, that 
travelled 3.7 billion years at 
almost the speed of light to 
reach Earth.

Using NASA’s Fermi 
Gamma-ray space tele-
scope, scientists traced the 
path of this hard-to-catch 
particle to a blast of gamma-
ray light from a distant su-
permassive black hole in the 
constellation Orion.

Scientists believe that 
high-energy neutrinos are 
created by the most power-
ful events in the cosmos, 
such as galaxy mergers and 
material falling onto super-
massive black holes. 

They travel at speeds 
just shy of the speed of light 
and rarely interact with oth-
er matter, allowing them to 
travel unimpeded across 
distances of billions of light-
years.

The findings detailed in 
the journal Science marked 
the detection of the source 
of such a particle for the 
first time.  “Again, Fermi 
has helped make another 
giant leap in a growing field 
we call multimessenger as-
tronomy,” said Paul Hertz, 
Director of the Astrophysics 
Division at NASA Headquar-
ters in Washington. 

“Neutrinos and gravi-
tational waves deliver new 
kinds of information about 
the most extreme environ-
ments in the universe. But 
to best understand what 
they’re telling us, we need to 
connect them to the ‘mes-
senger’ astronomers know 
best - light,” Hertz added.

The neutrino was dis-
covered last year in Ant-
arctica by an international 
team of scientists using the 
US National Science Foun-

dation’s IceCube Neutrino 
Observatory. 

It hit the Antarctic ice 
with the energy of about 300 
trillion electron volts -- more 
than 45 times the energy 
achievable in the most pow-
erful particle accelerator on 
Earth. 

This high energy strong-
ly suggested that the neu-
trino had to be from beyond 
our solar system. 

Backtracking the path 
through IceCube indicated 
where in the sky the neu-
trino came from, and auto-
mated alerts notified astron-
omers around the globe to 
search this region for flares 
or outbursts that could be 
associated with the event. 

Data from Fermi re-
vealed enhanced gamma-
ray emission from a well-
known active galaxy at the 
time the neutrino arrived. 

This is a type of active 
galaxy called a blazar, with 
a supermassive black hole 
with millions to billions of 
times the Sun’s mass that 
blasts jets of particles out-
ward in opposite directions 
at nearly the speed of light.

Blazars are especially 
bright and active because 
one of these jets happens to 
point almost directly toward 
Earth. 

Fermi scientist Yasuyuki 
Tanaka at Hiroshima Uni-
versity in Japan was the first 
to associate the neutrino 
event with the blazar des-
ignated TXS 0506+056 (TXS 
0506 for short), NASA said. 

“The most extreme cos-
mic explosions produce 
gravitational waves, and the 
most extreme cosmic ac-
celerators produce high-en-
ergy neutrinos and cosmic 
rays,” said Regina Caputo 
of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. 

Berlin, July 15 (IANS): Autonomous 
driving cars might save billions of euros 
and reduce CO2 emission in the future, 
a study by the Association of German 
Chambers of Industry and Commerce 
(DIHK) showed.

DIHK experts said in the study that 
each year around 8.3 billion euros ($9.7 
billion) will be saved and 6.2 million 
tonnes of CO2 emission will be reduced 
thanks to autonomous driving, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

“Autonomous driving will reduce fuel 
consumption and operating costs by sav-
ing time and increasing safety,” read the 
study which was cited on Sunday by Ger-
man newspaper Bild am Sonntag.

The average driving time alone is ex-
pected to reduce by 20 percent, which will 
save up to about 4.1 billion euros per year. 

In the long term, it is believed that 
fully autonomous driving could even save 
at least 15 billion euros every year, DIHK 
experts said.

New York, July 13 (IANS): In a 
breakthrough, US scientists have 
genetically reprogrammed the 
human immune cells known as 
T cells with the help of electric 
shocks, instead of the traditional 
method of using viruses to insert 
DNA.

The new method, using 
CRISPR gene-editing technol-
ogy, described in the journal 
Nature, offers a robust molecular 
“cut and paste” system to rewrite 
genome sequences in human 

T cells. 
It relies on electroporation, 

a process in which an electrical 
field is applied to cells to make 
their membranes temporarily 
more permeable.

The researchers from the 
University of California-San 
Francisco (UCSF), found that 
when certain quantities of T 
cells, DNA, and the CRISPR “scis-
sors” are mixed together and 
then exposed to an appropri-
ate electrical field, the T cells 

will take in these elements and 
integrate specified genetic se-
quences precisely at the site of a 
CRISPR-programmed cut in the 
genome.

“This is a rapid, flexible 
method that can be used to al-
ter, enhance, and reprogramme 
T cells so we can give them the 
specificity we want to destroy 
cancer, recognize infections, 
or tamp down the excessive 
immune response seen in au-
toimmune disease,” said Alex 

Marson, Associate Professor at 
the UCSF. 

“Now we’re off to the races on 
all these fronts,” he added.

Besides the new technique’s 
speed and ease of use, the ap-
proach makes it possible to in-
sert substantial stretches of DNA 
into T cells, which can endow the 
cells with powerful new prop-
erties as well as pave the way 
to more precise therapies that 
could be far more effective in 
tackling cancer or some other T 

cell targeted disease.
The team used the novel 

approach to repair a disease-
causing genetic mutation in T 
cells from children with a rare 
genetic form of autoimmunity, 
and also created customized T 
cells to seek out and kill human 
melanoma cells. 

They also used it to create a 
new T cell therapy for melano-
ma, successfully testing it in 
mice. Now they are focusing to 
experiment it in humans.

New York, July 15 (IANS): Treatment with 
hormone testosterone could be effective 
at combating a condition of loss of body 
mass in cancer patients and improving 
the quality of life, say researchers.

Approximately 20 per cent of can-
cer related deaths are attributed to the 
syndrome of cachexia, which in cancer 
patients is often characterised by a rapid 
or loss of fat and skeletal muscle.

These findings are important, as 
there are currently no established thera-
pies targeting this loss of skeletal muscle, 
and without an intervention, patients 
lose muscle function and become fa-
tigued and weakened.

“We hoped to demonstrate these 
patients would go from not feeling well 
enough to even get out of bed to at least 

being able to have some basic quality 
of life that allows them to take care of 
themselves and receive therapy,” said 
Melinda Sheffield-Moore, Professor at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch, 
in the US.

She said previous nutrition-focused 
treatment failed to combat this severe 
loss of body mass.

“We already know that testosterone 
builds skeletal muscle in healthy indi-
viduals, so we tried using it in a popula-
tion at a high risk of muscle loss, so these 
patients could maintain their strength 
and performance status to be able to 
receive standard cancer therapies.” 
Sheffield-Moore said.

For the study, published in the Jour-
nal of Cachexia, patients with a type of 

cancer known as squamous cell carci-
noma were treated with standard of care 
chemotherapy and/or radiation in ad-
dition to seven weeks of treatment with 
either testosterone or placebo.

Those receiving testosterone main-
tained total body mass and increased 
lean body mass by 3.2 per cent.

Sustaining body mass is important 
considering most patients experience 
a 20 per cent decrease in body mass 
or more depending upon the type of 
cancer. Patients also demonstrated en-
hanced physical activity.

“They felt well enough to get up and 
take care of some of their basic activities 
of daily living, like cooking, cleaning and 
bathing themselves,” Sheffield-Moore 
said.

San Francisco, July 14 (IANS): Researchers at Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) have developed 
a molecular clock on a chip which could one day 
significantly improve the accuracy and performance 
of navigation on smartphones and other consumer 
devices.

To keep time, the molecular clock uses the con-
stant, measurable rotation of molecules when exposed 
to a certain frequency of electromagnetic radiation, 
according to a study published in journal Nature 
Electronics. The most accurate time-keepers today are 
atomic clocks, but they are large and expensive.

In experiments, the molecular clock averaged an 
error under one microsecond per hour, comparable to 
miniature atomic clocks and 10,000 times more stable 
than the crystal-oscillator clocks in smartphones, the 
study said.

“Our vision is, in the future, you don’t need to 
spend a big chunk of money getting atomic clocks in 
most equipment,” said study co-author Ruonan Han, 
Associate Professor at MIT’s Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science.

“Rather, you just have a little gas cell that you at-
tached to the corner of a chip in a smartphone, and 
then the whole thing is running at atomic clock-grade 
accuracy,” Han said. 

The researchers believe that the chip-scale mo-
lecular clock can also be used for more efficient time-
keeping in operations that require location precision 
but involve little to no GPS signal, such as underwater 
sensing or battlefield applications.

Washington, July 13 (IANS): An asteroid that made 
a close approach to Earth last month is actually two 
objects orbiting each other, reveal new observations 
by three of the world’s largest radio telescopes.

The new observations obtained between June 
21 and 26 indicate that the two objects, each about 
900 meters in size, revolve around each other once 
every 20 to 24 hours, NASA said in a statement on 
Thursday.

The near-Earth asteroid, 2017 YE5, was first 
spotted with observations provided by the Morocco 
Oukaimeden Sky Survey on December 21, 2017, but 
no details about the asteroid’s physical properties 
were known until the end of June this year. 

On June 21, the asteroid 2017 YE5 made its clos-
est approach to Earth for at least the next 170 years, 
coming to within six million kilometres of Earth, 
or about 16 times the distance between Earth and 
the Moon. 

On June 21 and 22, observations by NASA’s 
Goldstone Solar System Radar (GSSR) in California 
showed the first signs that 2017 YE5 could be a bi-
nary system. 

The observations revealed two distinct lobes, 
but the asteroid’s orientation was such that scien-
tists could not see if the two bodies were separate 
or joined. 

Eventually, the two objects rotated to expose a 
distinct gap between them.

Scientists at the Arecibo Observatory in Puerto 
Rico had already planned to observe 2017 YE5, and 
they were alerted by their colleagues at Goldstone 
of the asteroid’s unique properties. 

On June 24, the scientists teamed up with re-
searchers at the Green Bank Observatory (GBO) in 
West Virginia, US, and used the two observatories 
together in a bi-static radar configuration (in which 
Arecibo transmits the radar signal and Green Bank 
receives the return signal). 

Together, they were able to confirm that 2017 
YE5 consists of two separated objects. By June 26, 
both Goldstone and Arecibo had independently 
confirmed the asteroid’s binary nature, NASA said.

Google’s Phone app to filter spam 
calls without any notification
San Francisco, July 14 (IANS): 
Google has rolled out “caller 
ID and spam protection” on 
its Phone app with which the 
app itself would be able to 
filter out calls that it detects 
to be spams, eliminating all 
notifications and alerts for 
those calls as well. “You’ll still 
see filtered calls in your call 
history and be able to check 

any voicemail you receive,” 
the search engine giant wrote 
in a post on Friday. 

To use “caller ID and spam 
protection”, the user’s phone 
may need to send information 
about their calls to Google. 

Caller ID and spam pro-
tection is on by default, but 
users can choose to turn 
it off.
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Northeast Can Be Crown 
of India’s Sporting Glory 

T
he Indian tricolor is flying high far away in Fin-
land courtesy Hima Das. The 18-year old girl 
from Assam has created history by winning 
Gold in the 400 metre race at the World u20 Ath-

letics Championship. Hima is the first athlete from India 
to win Gold at a world championship. Before Hima, no 
Indian athlete could win medals in any track event at a 
world championship.

Hima has made every northeasterner proud. Apart 
from her Gold winning performance, what touched our 
hearts were the tears in her eyes when the Indian Na-
tional Anthem was being played. Hima hails from Na-
gaon district of Assam. Some people have marked the 
district and its adjacent areas ‘notorious’ for anti-Indian 
sentiments and unabated infiltration from across the 
international border. But Hima’s tears have proved be-
yond doubt that every northeasterner is ready to live 
or die for India. The northeasterners are as patriotic as 
others. From the struggle for Independence to the Kargil 
conflict, the northeasterners have sacrificed their lives 
to protect the unity and integrity of the country. It is a 
different story though that most of the time the sacri-
fices made by the people of the region have gone un-
noticed.

One can only hope that the historic achievement 
of Hima would be noticed by all. It should not stop at 
sending her congratulatory messages. Efforts should 
be made to sharpen her talent and turn her in to a true 
champion. The government of India has already an-
nounced taking Hima under its wings for the next Ol-
ympics. The Assam government has also announced 
a cash reward of INR 50 lakh for the ‘Golden Girl.’ A 
more important thing than all the promises would be 
to ensure the best of training facilities for her. Everyone 
knows that there is no dearth of talent in our country. 
But even after making grand entries they go into oblivi-
on as they do not get proper training facilities. The fact is 
that India does not have world class coaches and proper 
infrastructure for training, talent or not. To make Hima a 
champion and enable her to compete with world-class 
athletes, she should be sent abroad without delay.

Kunjarani Devi, Mery Kom, Sanamacha Chanu, 
L Sarita, Deepa Karmakar, and now Hima, the list of 
northeastern sportspersons bringing laurels to India 
seems to be unending. Apart from Haryana, no other 
state in India can boast of having presented the nation 
with that much of sporting talent. It is now time to make 
the Northeast the sporting hub of the country. Spotters 
should be sent even to the remotest areas of the region 
to scout for talent. It is bound to yield good dividends as 
India is certain to get many more champions from the 
region. How rich the talent pool of the Northeast can be 
judged from the fact that when Hima first made a mark 
at the state level, she didn’t even train for a day under 
any qualified athletics coach. Like Hima, there are many 
others who despite having talent do not get opportuni-
ties to demonstrate their skill at proper forums and 
make the country proud. Plug the gap and our endless 
wait for champions will come to an end for sure. Bravo 
to Hima for showing us the path.

Bhavana Akella | IANS

Malvika Iyer as a model for accessible fashion. (IANS)

Malvika Iyer receiving the Nari Shakti Puraskar 2017 from President Ram Nath Kovind. (IANS)

Insider Perspectives: Joining the Pursuit 
of Textualizing the Naga Condition

Dzüvinguno Dorothy Chasie

Book: Insider Perspectives: Critical Essays 
on Literature from Nagaland
Author: Vizovono Elizabeth and SentinaroTsuren
Norway: Barkweaver Publications 2017, 1-210
Price: Rs. 300/-
(Available online at www.ilandlo.com)

Overview
Insider Perspectives is a collection of critical essays 
composed and compiled by the two authors, Vizovo-
no Elizabeth and SentinaroTsuren, and aims to stand 
as a ready secondary material produced by Nagas on 

Naga Literature for the first time. Both of them, lec-
turers at Baptist College, Kohima, recognized the dire 
need for concrete analytical reference material on 
Naga Literature, for students and researchers alike, 
and thus, came up with the concept to begin this 
endeavor. The book covers important Naga writers 
who write in English such as NiniLungalang, Easter-
ineKire, and TemsulaAo, some of whose works have 
been included in the undergraduate-level syllabus 
in the State and some even gaining national and in-
ternational repute in the recent years. These sixteen 
essays, divided into two sections, not only pose as 
answers on how to approach a literary text especially 
of Naga origin but also to encourage other Nagas to 
produce quality critical as well as creative material.

The Book: Contribution and Relevance
Nagaland is a state whose literary history is only on 
the brink of formation, having been initially follow-
ing the oral tradition of passing down information; 
this includes values, ritual rites, folklore, folk songs, 
and dances. VeioPou shares the opinion that the 
Naga literary tradition has seriously begun only at the 
turn of the last century and still has much room to be 
explored. The urgency of a proper literary tradition of 
the Nagas is essential today more than ever– to docu-
ment the past as well as to question the present- as 
the twenty-first century has marked a ‘coming of the 
new’ and ‘dying of the old’: an influx of Western values 
and commodities, resulting in the biggest one-sided 
commercial boom since the beginning of “civilized” 
Naga Society. This is leading to rapid alterations in 
the value system of a people that risk losing the ‘Naga 
Identity’ which will not be able to be salvaged at any 
later time. This information is relevant, as one of the 
authors rightly referred to Mathew Arnold and how 
he stated that critical activity must go hand in hand 
with creative activity; and it is only with critical activ-
ity such as this book that will stand to inspire a better 
understanding and discovery of the relevance of the 
Naga literature produced today.

The essays are divided into two sections – the 
first section comprises of critical essays by co-
author,Vizovono Elizabeth. These eight essays con-
centrate on the critical study of fiction works by Naga 

authors such as Easterine Kire and Temsula Ao,and 
two essays on the works of Naga women poets such 
as NiniLungalang as well as of lesser known poets. 
The essays on fiction give fresh perspectives on both 
specific works like A Naga Village Remembered and 
A Terrible Matriarchy, as well as spatial aspects on 
Naga Literature in essays such as “An Overview of the 
Development of Literature in Nagaland”, “Negotiating 
a Meaningful Existence: The Quest of Identity in Con-
temporary Naga Narratives”. The nature of these es-
says is critical and marks a proper beginning towards 
the search of especially postcolonial elements in the 
idea of the “Nagas” both in Naga History and search 
of Naga Identity.  

The second section of the book consists of eight 
essays by Sentinaro Tsuren that are concerned with 
not only analysis of Ao Naga folktales and songs but 
also the documentation and translation of works 
from the Ao Naga dialect to the English language.  
The essays, therefore, carry the weight of translated 
and documented works, some translated by the 
co-author herself, of oral stories and information 
passed down through the ages and making a critical 
study on them. The essay such as “The Art of Oral-
ity, Narratology and Story Telling: An Overview” and 
its relation to culture and both personal and group 
identity. Other essays pertain to the Ao Naga society, 
oral literature as in “Folklore as Cultural History: Re-
reading JinaEtiben” and also its reflection in works of 
TemsulaAo such as in “Myths, Beliefs, and Customs in 
TemsulaAo’s Songs from the Afterlife”. The last essay 
contains a documented interview between the co-
author and TemsulaAo, on her style of writing as well 
as on some of her published works.

In conclusion, although the book appears to be 
a humble sign of progress of Naga literature and 
analysis by Nagas, it also marks the beginning of a 
proper movement towards the larger potential that 
Naga literature possesses, and the many discoveries 
still to be made. In a sense, it challenges the Nagas, 
especially the many English Literature students be-
ing churned out from colleges in the State every 
year, to rise to the occasion and henceforth contin-
ue the quest for answers on the meaning behind the 
word “Naga”.

God’s promises are sure.

When a person without a long history of paying his 
or her bills on time wants to obtain a loan to pur-
chase a home or car, lenders are often reluctant 

to take the financial risk. Without a track record, that per-
son’s promise to repay what he borrows is insufficient for 
the bank. The would-be borrower usually resorts to finding 
someone who does have a history of making good on their 
debts, asking them to put their name on the loan too. The 
co-signer’s promise assures the lender the loan will be re-
paid.

When someone makes a promise to us—whether for 
financial, marital, or other reasons—we expect them to keep 
it. We want to know that God will keep His promises too. 
When He promised Abraham that He would bless him and 
give him “many descendants” (Hebrews 6:14; see Genesis 
22:17), Abraham took God at His word. As the Creator of all 
that exists, there is no one greater than He; only God could 
guarantee His own promise.

Abraham had to wait for the birth of his son (Hebrews 
6:15) (and never saw how innumerable his offspring would 
grow to be), but God proved faithful to His promise. When 
He promises to be with us always (13:5), to hold us securely 
(John 10:29), and to comfort us (2 Corinthians 1:3–4), we 
too can trust Him to be true to His word.

Lord, thank You for being so trustworthy. I need no other 
promises but Your word. Help me to trust You more and 

more each day.

How a Grenade Blast Survivor Overcame Disability to Inspire Change

M
alvika Iyer was a charm-
ing 13-year-old girl in 2002 
when a grenade accidentally 
blew up in her hands, rip-

ping her forearm and paralysing her legs, 
in Bikaner, Rajasthan, where she lived with 
her parents. An accident that could have 
ended her life completely changed her per-
spective, and even though it took years for 
her to overcome the trauma, she came out 
stronger and not only found a way to get 
her life back on track, but also became a 
harbinger of change for the disabled.

It was a change in the attitude of oth-
ers, which came along with the trauma, 
that sensitised her towards the stigma asso-
ciated with disability and she chose not to 
take it lying down, but fight against it not 
only for herself but for many others like 
her.

Now 29, the Chennai-based activist has 
overcome her disability by sheer will and 
was honoured with the prestigious Nari 
Shakti Puraskar (Women Power Award) 
by President Ram Nath Kovind in March 
this year for pushing the envelope in mak-
ing everyone understand disability and 
come to terms with the physically chal-
lenged.

Through her talks across countries 
like the United States, Norway and South 

Africa as a global motivational speaker, 
Malvika’s saga has been igniting hope for 
thousands of people with disabilities the 
world over.

“I grew up at Bikaner in Rajasthan, 
where my father was working as an engi-
neer in the state Water Works Department. 
The incident occurred on May 26, 2002 
when I was 13 years old and studying in 
class IX.

“As I was rummaging in the garage at 
home, I unknowingly held a grenade in 
hand that blew up, snapping my forearms 
and severely injuring my legs, which lay 
dangling,” recalled Malvika in an inter-
view to IANS.

A fire that broke out in the ordnance 
depot at Bikaner in January 2002 had flung 
pieces of ammunition in the vicinity, one 
of which claimed her arms.

Though bed-ridden for nearly 18 
months after multiple surgeries on the 
legs, which suffered nerve paralysis, and 
the arms that were fitted with prosthetics, 
a restless Malvika soon pushed herself  
to face the challenge of her life at such a 
young age.

With just four months left for class X 
exams in 2004, she decided to appear as a 
private candidate in Chennai for the Tamil 
Nadu Secondary School Leaving Cer-
tificate (SSLC), having missed class IX in 
2002-03 after being hospitalised.

The gritty survivor, a 
bilateral amputee, then took 
her first steps with her par-
ents’ support and wrote the 
exams with the help of a 
scribe as she was still getting 
used to prosthetics. Her de-
termination had the nation 
in awe as she passed the 
board exam with distinction 
and was among the toppers 
in the southern state.

“Then President A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam read about 
me in a newspaper and 
had invited me to Rashtra-
pati Bhavan. He (Kalam) 
had asked me about my 
career plans and spoke to 
me about missile making,” 
Malvika fondly recalled.

“Facing board exams 
with no arms and meeting a 
President like Kalam made 
me realise that I should nev-
er feel bad about anything 
lost. There was no looking 
back after this thought,” as-
serted the disability rights 
activist.

Since then, Malvika 
forged ahead with higher 
education at the prestigious 
St. Stephen’s College in Delhi in Econom-
ics, a Master’s in Social Work from the Del-
hi School of Social Work and an M.Phil 
and Ph.D. in Social Work from the Madras 
School of Social Work in Chennai, even as 
she learnt to tackle disability and people’s 
attitudes towards it head-on.

“I was very active throughout my child-
hood -- good at sports, dancing and had a 
fun teen life. It wasn’t easy to cope with los-
ing my arms and seeing my legs weakened. 
But I soon felt that people’s attitude to dis-
abilities hurt more than disability itself,” 
Malvika quipped.

In 2013, she delivered her first public 
speech in Chennai, opening up on how the 
incident changed her life forever. Soon she 
appealed to many nations across the world, 
demanding better laws and facilities for the 
disabled.

Through her talks, Malvika has been 
highlighting the issues of inclusion, attitu-
dinal change towards the disabled, acces-
sible elections, accessible fashion -- where 
clothing is designed keeping disabilities in 
mind -- body positivity, celebrating people 
with all body types, etc., while allowing 
people to connect with her through her 
own story.

“Every day, I receive hundreds of mes-
sages from people across countries, saying 
that I’ve been a reason why they never 
gave up in life. It is overwhelming that I’m 
able to make a difference in people’s lives,” 
noted Malvika, who also turned a model to 
advocate accessible fashion.

She is a member of the Chennai hub 
of Global Shapers Community, an initia-

tive of the World Economic Forum to en-
courage young people below 30 to work 
for change, and the United Nations Inter-
Agency Network on Youth Development, 
allowing her to carry her voice across con-
tinents.

In March 2017, the United Nations 
invited her to deliver a speech at its head-
quarters in New York.

“I was humbled to receive a standing 
ovation from international delegates when 
I shared my story,” the gender and disabil-
ity rights advocate added.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
interacted with the Nari Shakti Puraskar 
awardees in March, described her as an “ad-
bhut naari” (wonder woman), Malvika rec-
ollected, stating the award makes her want 
to work more for women and disabled.

“It is unfortunate that accessibility re-
mains a major issue in our country. There 
is a need for an attitudinal shift among the 
people, as discrimination is the main obsta-
cle fro the disabled, making them feel ex-
cluded from society,” she pointed out.

Through her Ph.D. research on reasons 
for stigmatisation of people with disabili-
ties, Malvika urged for a school curriculum 
that sensitises children from a young age 
on disabilities.

“I hope I can work with the state-run 
bodies and educational institutions to in-
troduce a curriculum in schools for the 
youngsters to understand disability and 
eliminate pity and stigma,” Malvika said.

(The weekly feature series is part of  a 
positive-journalism project of  IANS and the 

Frank Islam Foundation. Bhavana Akella 
can be contacted at bhavana.a@ians.in )

DAILY

PATH
No Co-Signer Required

BIBLE READ:   HEBREWS 6:13–20
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
People swear by someone greater than themselves, 

and the oath confirms what is said.       
~  Hebrews 6:16
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‘She broke from the brush at dust-billowing speed, her ears flaring.’ Photo by Liam Heneghan
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): New opportuni-
ties may give you a chance to increase your 
financial standing and expand yourself pro-
fessionally. Innovations that you’ve produced 

in the past have attracted the attention of those in posi-
tions of authority, Aries, and the fruits of your labor may 
manifest now. Don’t expect to be able to relax and enjoy 
them, however, as a lot of effort still lies ahead. Summon 
all your inner resources and charge ahead.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Relations with 
those you care about continue to be warm 
and supportive. Friends may want to pitch 
in and help you with a project, Taurus, or you 

could lend a hand to someone else. Strong bonds with 
others could be forged at this time, which might lead to 
firm and lasting friendships in the future. This is also a 
good day to turn your attention to repairing, redecorat-
ing, or refurnishing your home.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A strong sense 
of inspiration that seems to come from the 
higher planes could boost your natural artistic 
abilities, Gemini. No matter how rushed you 

may be with other tasks, it’s important to take time to 
note your ideas. They’re definitely worth pursuing and 
you’ll want to refer to them later. If you’re thinking about 
a friend, give that person a call. He or she might have 
news for you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Although you 
might feel a bit inclined toward solitude to-
day, Cancer, don’t indulge it. This is a great 
day to get out with friends and meet new 

people, particularly women. You can forge closer bonds 
at this time, and you might also make valuable business 
contacts that prove profitable in the future. Affectionate 
communication with a romantic partner can make your 
day. Take the evening to enjoy a tête-à-tête with some-
one close.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): An appealing new 
face could appear on the scene today, Leo. 
This might lead to a new friendship, although 
this person could be charming enough to 

bring out your insecurities. Put these aside - you’re look-
ing great. Since your efficiency is at an all-time high, 
plan on taking advantage of that by dealing with some 
errands you’ve been postponing for quite some time.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A male friend could 
introduce you to people from foreign countries 
or people who have traveled a lot. They might 
have valuable information that you could use 

later. This information could also help you finish old 
projects that have been waiting to be done. Your eye for 
detail is especially acute, Virgo. Make notes of interest-
ing facts even if they don’t apply right now. You’ll make 
good use of them later.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re probably 
feeling especially sexy, Libra, and you might 
want to take a lover out for a romantic din-
ner. You would especially enjoy going all out, 

experimenting with a new outfit, scent, or hairstyle. On 
a more mundane note, investments of either time or 
money should pay off today, as could hard work per-
formed in the past. Have a great day!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Romance and 
marriage are very much on your mind today, 
Scorpio. A special encounter with a possible 
love partner could have you hankering for 

happily ever after. Books on attracting and maintaining 
relationships might be especially appealing as well as 
useful. Take care not to put too much stock in detailed 
analyses, however. Remember that such books are 
based on generalities. You’re unique.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
feeling especially healthy, energetic, and at-
tractive today, Sagittarius, and some friends 
may suddenly see you in a new light. This 

could bring a valuable boost in self-confidence. New 
careers that pay more and offer more of a challenge 
are especially appealing to you now. Consider them 
seriously. Write down your ideas and research them 
to see if they’re workable. This may be the start of a 
whole new life.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your natural 
warmth and loving nature should be more 
apparent than usual today, Capricorn. You’re 
likely to attract new people, both men and 

women, into your aura. Perhaps old friends you haven’t 
seen for a while suddenly reappear on the scene. This is 
an excellent time to plan a social event or invite a friend 
to lunch. You might also want to fix yourself up and plan 
a romantic evening!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Friction with 
family members, particularly women, could 
prove irritating, especially since you’re torn 
between their quirks and the love you have for 

them. This isn’t the time to hold grudges, Aquarius. Let 
them go. You might feel the urge to do some home repairs, 
redecorate, or otherwise improve your home, or perhaps 
cook a great meal. Channel your energy into these activi-
ties instead of quarreling. You’ll be glad you did.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today should 
bring pleasant and profitable communica-
tions with women, possibly some new friends. 
Social invitations may arrive, although per-

haps more than you can realistically handle. Be careful 
not to commit to too many activities. You could end up 
spreading yourself too thin. Travel to faraway lands may 
seem tempting at this time, Pisces, but don’t make defi-
nite plans now. Relax and enjoy the company for now.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Liam Heneghan |Aeon

Out of Kilter
Old ideas of balance and harmony need to be put aside if we 

are to save a natural world in constant flux

O
ne day this summer my younger son 
Oisín and I strayed from a heavily 
wooded trail on the Muckross penin-
sula in Ireland’s Killarney National 

Park and entered a narrow limestone cave. The 
entrance was fringed with vegetation, a pelt of  
moss on the rock, tendrils of tree roots exposed, 
so that entering that cave felt like climbing into 
the bearded mouth of a living thing.

We paused a moment in the gloam just as 
I had done 30 years before, when I visited for 
the first and only other time. Then we began a 
shallow descent into a throat of absolute dark-
ness. When I first slipped into this cave all those 
years ago, I was claustrophobic and the press-
ing of our small group of youthful conservation 
volunteers panicked me. Their stops and starts, 
their mirthful howls as they feigned mild terrors 
ahead, made me anxious to turn back. But I 
was sandwiched between my peers and my only 
option was to stumble on. Fortunately, after no 
more than 100 lightless metres, an opening be-
came visible, the cave being actually a passage-
way, and I pushed those ahead of me until we 
spilt back into the day. Perhaps it was the panic 
and the feeling of having been spat back into the 
world that made that woodland appear to me 
like no other. It seemed to be a forgotten world, 
like those beloved by our science-fiction writers.

For this is indeed a landscape like few oth-
ers. It is Reenadinna, one of the planet’s few 
remaining yew woods, a virtual monoculture 
of coniferous yew trees (Taxus baccata). They 
grow here on thin mossy soil, though in some 
places they drape directly over bare limestone 
bedrock. The light is green-soaked and dim 
beneath the crowded canopy: it looked no dif-
ferent this summer than it did 30 years before. 
Of course, three decades is a short time in the 
life of a yew wood, where an individual tree 
can live thousands of years. But it looked no 
different this summer than it would have done 
in September 1776, when Arthur Young, the 
great English writer on rural affairs, visited the 
region and exuberated on the wooded Muck-
ross peninsula. And by the calculation of Fraser 
Mitchell, a botanist in Dublin’s Trinity College, 
it has looked that way for millennia.

The stability of this ancient yew woodland, 
capable of rebuffing storms, insect outbreaks 
and other moderate disturbances, embodies an 
original tenet of ecology going back to the late 
19th century. I’m talking about the so-called 
‘balance of nature’. Henry David Thoreau 
coined the word ‘succession’ to describe the pre-
dictable and progressive development of vegeta-
tion from the weedy colonisation of newly ex-
posed rocks to the stable and balanced state of  
a mature system. Bare ground is colonised by a 
few hardy plants. These give way to a new suite 
of species, which in turn can be superseded by 
yet more species. At last, mature vegetation 
(forest trees, for instance) establishes itself  and 
persists, generation after generation. Succes-
sion was ecology’s first significant conceptual 
scaffolding. Upon this, the young scientific dis-
cipline was built. Nature in this view of things 
is stable and balanced until humankind, that 
agent of derangement, interferes with it, after 
which it can wither away.

The term ‘balance of nature’ raised the 
hackles of some scientists as early as the first 
decades of the 20th century. The Oxford ecolo-
gist Charles Elton forcefully claimed in his 
book Animal Ecology (1927) that ‘the balance 
of nature does not exist, and perhaps has never 
existed’. Nonetheless, it remained central to 
the highly influential systems thinking of the 
late and celebrated American ecologist Eugene 
Odum. Think of an ecosystem as something 
like an individual organism: the adult develops 
in an orderly, predictable way from the child. 
Similarly, Odum argued, the trajectory of natu-
ral systems was preordained too.

Perhaps it says unflattering things about me that 
I felt bored, impatient even, in these minutes 

waiting for my demise
In the mid-20th century, Odum modern-

ised the concept of succession, so central to 
early ecology. He turned it into a mechanistic 
account of how organisms and their environ-
ments interact to produce orderly and predicta-
ble results. He identified 24 trends that might be 

expected to develop as ecosystems mature, each 
of which was like a physiological marker of a 
functioning organism. One of these was ‘overall 
homeostasis’ — the ability to retain equilibrium 
in the face of change, just as our bodies keep a 
stable internal temperature. The ‘development’ 
of a mature ecosystem led to a stable whole. 
When severely disturbed, the system would 
simply rebound to balance.

One of Odum’s favourite catchphrases was 
that ‘the whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts’. Complex ecosystems contain surprises 
just as living organisms do — this explains some 
of the force of the superorganism analogy. Due 
to its complexity as a system, a living body has 
qualities that its constituent parts cannot have. 
If  you can’t imagine emergent properties, think 
of a carcass that has lost the body’s lustre and, 
with it, the emergent properties of the living.

Odum was explicitly committed to the idea 
of a balance of nature. Stability and equilibrium 
were at the heart of his ecological thinking. But 
it hovered in other, less obviously philosophical, 
ecological thinking too — such as the theory of  
island biogeography posited in 1967 by Robert 
MacArthur and EO Wilson. This theory pre-
dicts that the number of species on an island 
will be the outcome of a dynamic balance; an 
equilibrium, that is, between immigration to an 
island and extinction rates of those populations.

The trouble was, an attachment to ideas of  
balance and stability didn’t seem to match the 
messy dynamic reality of nature. And, increas-
ingly, ecologists were troubled by what it all 
meant. Daniel Simberloff, a former graduate 
student of EO Wilson’s, was the one to pull the 
old ‘balance of nature’ idea to pieces. His work 
in community ecology, looking at the distribu-
tion and diversity of species, led him to see it as 
hardly a scientific idea at all.

In 1980 Simberloff published a formidable 
and hugely influential paper called ‘A Succes-
sion of Paradigms in Ecology: Essentialism to 
Materialism and Probabilism’. It was a biting 
critique of the holistic concept of the ecosystem. 
Simberloff wondered why ecosystem ecology 
has been so seductive when, as far as he could 
tell, it simply did a bad job of explaining the ob-
servables of nature. Is it, he wondered, because 
it legitimated the notion of a self-regulating mar-
ket in ‘unfettered capitalism’ — an invisible hand 
predictably driving a system to a preordained 
end? Noting the impeccable Marxist credentials 
of many ecologists, he conceded that this might 
not be the reason. No, he argued, chief among 
the reasons for the continued appeal of ecosys-
tem ecology was that ‘it accords with Greek 
metaphysics’. The holistic ecosystem reflects the 
idealism of Plato and the essentialism of Aris-
totle. Because Odumite ecosystem ecology was 
rooted so profoundly in ancient world views, 
in notions of nature in balance, it would not, 
warned Simberloff, vanish easily. Nevertheless, 
it should be grubbed out of the science of ecol-
ogy wherever possible. Metaphysical assump-
tions had no place in a respectable science.

If  the idea of  balance resurrects Aristotle, the 
disturbance view may have its own Greek hero: 

Heraclitus, pagan saint of  flux
Simberloff ’s acerbic essay helped to turn 

the tide against the balance of nature idea, at 
least in scientific ecology (it is alive and kick-
ing in popular ideas of ‘ecology’ and conserva-
tion). But Simberloff was aided by a growing 
suspicion that the notion of a holistic, balanced 
ecosystem was inconsistent with evolutionary 
thinking, which emphasised instability and 
change. Professional ecologists now tend to 
agree that the balance of nature is no more than 
an unhelpful fable. An ecologist might go about 
her business believing in true and everlasting 
love, say, or in the perfectibility of man, or that 
there awaits an eternal reward after the struggles 
of this sublunary life and yet, so strongly has 
she been conditioned against it, that she would 
shudder at the suggestion that the patterns of  
nature reflect any sort of balance. ‘I don’t be-
lieve in Santa Claus, though once I did,’ writes 
John Kricher, a professor at Wheaton College 
in Massachusetts, laying down the new ortho-
doxy in his book The Balance of Nature: Ecol-
ogy’s Enduring Myth (2009): ‘When it comes to 
life support systems, it won’t do to create myths 
… It will be my task to convince you that life on 
Earth has neither innate balance, nor purpose.’

If  20th-century ecology was marked by an 
infatuation with balance, then our era is one 
of disturbance, disruption, non-equilibrium, 
stochasticity, chaos, and randomness. This 
new ecological world view extends not only 
to semi-arid grasslands such as the shortgrass 
prairies of western America or the Mongolian 
steppes — systems that have long been recog-
nised as turbulent — but also to old-growth 
forests long seen as stable. Viewed from the 
long-time perspective, Reenadinna yew woods 
are evanescent, emerging only a few thousand 
years ago from a prior woodland dominated by 
pines, oaks, elms, and hazel. It looks as though 
the popular idea that ecology is about intricate-
ly balanced, harmonious and stable systems is 
completely out of step with the science. But has 
something been lost in the process?

A few years ago, this time with my friend 
and colleague Randall Honold, I travelled to a 
remote ecological reserve at the confluence of  
the Western and Eastern Ghats in south India. 
We were there primarily to look at wildlife, for 
these mountain ranges are exceptionally rich 
in species, many of which are found nowhere 
else on earth. The Western Ghats are one of the 
world’s dozen or so global hot spots for biodi-
versity. They were declared a World Heritage 
Site earlier this summer, around the time of my 
visit back to Ireland’s yew woods.

The Biligiriranga Hills Reserve is a day’s 
drive from Bangalore. As a place, Bangalore is 
all people, buildings, blatant smells, and phonic 
surprise. The Ghats, by contrast, are calm and 
subtle. Their demeanour is patient, abiding. It 
was months after the monsoon. The soils were 
dry and the air was clear when we travelled with 
three Soliga tribal guides into the heart of the 
reserve. The mammals of this reserve include 
deer — barking deer, sambar, and chital — as 
well as tigers and, famously, a herd of elephants.

We were made aware of the elephant popu-
lation in an especially terrifying way. An agitat-
ed female charged us. She broke from the brush 
at dust-billowing speed, her ears flaring. Just 
when impact seemed inevitable, she swerved 
behind our white jeep. Before us was a lake. 
Behind us was an irate animal. The forest was 
hushed. With nowhere to go, we waited.

The elephant, viewed in the rear-view mir-
ror, was all but motionless, although a tiny 
swaying of her body suggested that she was try-
ing to resurrect an anger requisite to finish what 
she had started. Randall snapped a picture: ‘Ob-
jects in the mirror are closer than they appear.’ 
We sat more or less frozen, for this was the 
advice of our guides, one of whom later said 
that this was the closest he’d come to death-by-
elephant in 40 years. Perhaps it says unflatter-
ing things about me that I felt bored, impatient 
even, in these minutes waiting for my demise. I 
cast a minuscule glance around the forest and 
noticed that the wall of vegetation from which 
the animal had exploded was made up of Lan-
tana camara. This is an especially aggressive 
exotic shrub which has become a management 
nuisance throughout the Western Ghats. Span-
ish Flag, as it is commonly known, is native to 
the American tropics and is regarded as one of  
the world’s most invasive plants. Its flowers, as 
I noticed then, are exceptionally pretty. Hav-
ing spent half a lifetime combating non-native 
shrubby vegetation in Ireland and in the Ameri-
can Midwest, it seemed fitting, though ultimate-
ly a little dispiriting, that a non-native shrub had 
just disgorged the raging agent of my death.

‘She broke from the brush at dust-billowing speed, 
her ears flaring.’ Photo by Liam Heneghan
After 30 minutes, the elephant retreated, as 

did we. Later, how we laughed. A leading hy-
pothesis of our Soliga friends was that my hair, 
an outmoded snowy-white hank, had enraged 
the animal. A year later, when we revisited the 
field station at the Biligiriranga Hills Reserve 
with a group of students, the ‘elephant and the 
hair’ story was still going strong.

Stories persist. Ecosystems, however, do 
not. By this time the elephants had left this part 
of the reserve and were seen neither that second 
year nor the year after. The walls of Lantana 
had become even more pronounced. Vigorous 
before, the invasion had reached that critical 
point where, in some places at least, the plant 
was occupying so much space that wildlife was 
being crowded out. Along with the spread of  

the invasion, the diversity of plants is changing 
as well. And perhaps, if  we embrace an ecologi-
cal paradigm of disturbance and change, this is 
simply the way nature works, and nothing to be 
done about it. Or is there?

The environmental historian Donald 
Worster writes about the fall of the ‘balance of  
nature’ as an idea, and points out that this dis-
ruptive world-view makes nature seem awfully 
like the human sphere. ‘All history,’ he notes, 
‘has become a record of disturbance, and that 
disturbance comes from both cultural and natu-
ral agents.’ Thus he places droughts and pests 
alongside corporate takeovers and the invasion 
of the academy by French literary theory. If  the 
idea of a balance resurrects Plato and Aristotle, 
the non-equilibrium, disturbance-inclined view 
may have its own Greek hero: Heraclitus, pagan 
saint of flux. ‘Thunderbolt,’ Heraclitus wrote in 
Fragment 64, ‘steers all things.’

In its brief history, the science of ecology 
appears to have smuggled in enough ancient 
metaphysics to make any Greek philosopher 
nod with approval. However, the question re-
mains. If  the handsaw and hurricane are equiv-
alents in their ability to lay a forest low, it is hard 
to see how we can scientifically criticise the hu-
man destruction of ecosystems. Why should 
we, for instance, concern ourselves with the fate 
of the Western Ghats if  alien introductions are 
just another disturbance, no different from the 
more natural-seeming migration of species? 
The point of conservation in the popular im-
agination and in many policy directives is that it 
resists human depredations to preserve impor-
tant species in ancient, intact, fully functional 
natural ecosystems. If  we have no ‘balance of  
nature’, this is much harder to defend.

If we lose the ideal of balance, then, we lose 
a powerful motive for environmental conserva-
tion. However, there might be some unintended 
benefits. A dynamic, ‘disturbance’ approach 
has fostered some of the most promising new 
approaches to environmental problems such as 
urban ecology and restoration ecology. That’s 
because it is much less concerned with keeping 
humans and nature separate from one another.

The thing is, both balance and flux are un-
doubtedly aspects of nature. A new view of na-
ture that combines them in a way that both sci-
entists and the public find compelling is needed. 
We should bridge the present disparity between 
ecology as a science and ecology as a romantic 
idealism about nature, not only for intellectual 
reasons but for the sake of robust public policy. 
Ecology, after all, needs to explain both the sta-
bility of a yew grove (a woodland that persists 
for more than 3,000 years commands atten-
tion), as well as the rapid transition of forest in 
the Western Ghats.

One promising middle path that integrates 
balance and disturbance has emerged in re-
cent years. Referred to as ‘resilience thinking’, 
it builds on the work of the Canadian-born 
ecologist CS Holling and has been developed 
in recent years by an international collaboration 
called the Resilience Alliance. Resilience think-
ing assumes that change and disturbance are 
an integral part of every system, but that some 
systems are more resilient to destructive change 
than others. This might seem a subtle point, but 
if  we understand the processes that promote or 
restore resilience, we have a much better chance 
both of mopping up after ecological catastro-

phes – or of avoiding them altogether.
Resilience thinking can be applied to eco-

nomics (the capacity of financial markets to 
absorb shock), friendship (the capacity of our 
loved ones to tolerate our nonsense), and nature 
(the capacity of ecosystems to endure disrup-
tion). One of the striking findings is that diversi-
ty is crucial to success. When an ecological sys-
tem is managed for just one factor (say, a single 
crop) or where a nation’s wealth is dominated 
by a single economic sector (say, the housing 
market before the 2008 global financial crisis), 
the result is a loss of resilience. Resilience think-
ing ultimately theorises about the limits of a 
system’s capacity to endure. Financial markets 
collapse, crops fail, love blanches, ecosystems 
unravel, and death, alas, is a part of every life.

What of the resilience of the two woodlands 
we have visited? The Killarney yew wood has 
been stable for a long time, but the oak woods 
that surround them have been inundated with 
invasive shrubs. The next time I pass through 
the limestone passage on the Muckross penin-
sula, the yews might have been overwhelmed. It 
seems that excessive deer browsing is preventing 
them from regenerating. Managers in the Na-
tional Park are attempting to fence out the deer 
population.

The montane woodlands of Biligiriranga 
Hills Reserve are in even more rapid transition. 
That’s partly due to the invasion of the Lan-
tana, which sheltered our charging elephant. A 
Soliga colleague of mine claims to have seen an 
elephant walk along the top of huge Lantana 
hedges  — a thought that had made me smile 
while I waited, motionless, for our elephant to 
leave. The entire landscape is being changed by 
this invasive species, affecting vegetation, ani-
mals and human livelihoods alike. One experi-
mental solution is that the Soliga use the plant 
in their woodcraft. However, once the resilience 
of a system has been breached, it is very diffi-
cult to return it to its original state: it might have 
crossed a threshold that cannot be recrossed. 
Ecosystems that have been damaged are often 
damaged irreparably. The cost of restoration 
projects, we know, is very high, so if  we value 
the diversity of the Western Ghats, we need to 
prevent this switch from ecological delight to 
impoverished catastrophe. The idea of resil-
ience provides an ecologically accurate, power-
fully intuitive reason for protecting species and 
habits everywhere, from Ireland to India.

Good management of these ecosystems 
will require extensive knowledge of those eco-
logical forces (competition, predation, mutual-
isms and so on) that create the natural patterns 
we see. Managers also need knowledge of those 
disturbances — fire, pest, storms — that have 
historically rejuvenated the forests. What pre-
cisely we do with this knowledge calls for ethi-
cal judgments of the most practical kind. This 
is a conversation that involves all of us, scientist 
and layperson alike.

My son tells me he wants to revisit the yew 
woods in a few decades. I hope they endure. 
And if  he ever visits the Biligiriranga Reserve 
Hills, I hope the elephants have returned to the 
heart of the reserve, if  only to teach him that 
some cataclysms are worth avoiding.

(Liam Heneghan is professor and chair of  
environmental science and studies at DePaul 

University in Chicago.)
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Gau Rakshaks not listening to Modi is a 
matter of concern – Former VP Hamid Ansari 

Sexual harassment at 
work remains perennial 
issue for women — NCW

Four killed, 25 injured as huge rock 
rolls down waterfall in J-K’s Reasi

Man lynched in Karnataka on 
suspicion of being child-lifter

PM’s remark that INC is party 
for ‘Muslim men’ only reflects 
his ‘sick mentality’ — Congress

Seat sharing a challenge for NDA in Bihar despite Nitish-Shah bonhomie 

PTI

Hamid Ansari (File Photo)

new Delhi, July 15 (ianS): 
There has been a rise of 
vigilantism in the country 
and if “gau rakshaks” (cow 
vigilantes) are not listen-
ing to even Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, then it is 
a matter of concern, says 
former Vice President Ha-
mid Ansari.

“Modi is a strong lead-
er. He is the unquestioned 
leader of his party. If his 
words are not being lis-
tened to, that’s a matter of 
serious concern. No need 
to say that there are people 
in his party who are defy-
ing him. I am not drawing 
that conclusion,” Ansari 
said in an interview with 
IANS ahead of the release 
of his latest book “Dare I 
Question”.

This book is a com-
pilation of speeches that 
Ansari made on differ-
ent occasions on different 
themes. He said he has 
explored various issues in 
the book such as what is 
it to be an Indian, what is 
Indian nationalism or why 
do we call ourselves plural, 
secular, democratic.

The former Vice Presi-
dent created a flutter re-
cently when he said in the 
foreword to the book that 
the remarks of Modi at the 
farewell function for An-
sari last year that his views 
were conditioned by his 
long career as a diplomat 
in Muslim countries and 
as a person who has dealt 
with minoities (as a mem-
ber of the National Minori-
ties Commission) were a 
deviation from tradition 
on such occasions.

While asserting that 
intolerance is indeed ris-

ing in society, he under-
lined that it cannot be said 
that the communal divide 
emerged only after the 
Modi government came to 
power as it has been there 
for very long.

“Intolerance has been 
there in our society for a 
long, long period. But I 
think if the level of water 
rises you don’t notice it at 
first and it begins to rise 
higher and higher. Then 
you notice it. That’s what is 
happening,” he said.

“Yes, there has been a 
rise of vigilantism. It has 
been written (about) na-
tionally as well as inter-
nationally. International 
newspapers have reported 
that there has been a rise 
in it. I can’t put a precise 
date (as to when it was 
noticed first)... different 
occasions, different places. 
It has been going on for 
many, many years,” he 
told IANS.

There have been inci-
dents of attacks and lynch-
ings of people belonging 
to the minority communi-
ty suspected of cow smug-
gling or in the name of 
eating beef in some states.

Has it risen after Modi 
government came to pow-
er?

“No, no. Every govern-
ment has been guilty of 
failures. Every time there 
has been a communal riot 
anywhere, it is a manifes-
tation firstly of intolerance 
and secondly of failure of 
administration.

“You see two people 
can always have a disa-
greement. Two bicycles 
can collide on the road 
and there will be exchange 

A Day’s Catch

A fisherman returns after fishing in the ocean at the Marina beach, in Chennai on Sunday.

of hot words. But what 
takes a small disagree-
ment into a communal 
riot requires thinking and 
planning. And wherever 
there is such planning, 
there is failure of law and 
order,” Ansari said.

Asked if he is particu-
larly indicting the state 
governments headed by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) for rising vigilantism, 
the former Vice President 
said: “Look, I am indicting 
the government of the day 
wherever it is. Whether it 
happens in Assam, Kerala 
or Punjab. 

It doesn’t matter. I am 
not targeting political par-
ties, I am targeting admin-
istrations.”

Commenting on critics 
and trolls on social media 
tagging him as an “un-
grateful Muslim” post his 
remarks in a TV interview 
just a day before his de-
mitting office that there 
has been a rising sense 
of insecurity among the 
Muslims, Ansari pointed 
out that it was not for the 

first time that he had said 
as much.

“Ungrateful to whom? 
This is my land. I am an 
equal citizen of this coun-
try. I am an equal stake-
holder of this country and 
I have been so for centu-
ries. Where is the question 
of ungratefulness? Grate-
fulness or ungratefulness 
comes only if you are giv-
ing me something and I 
am receiving something. 
It is my right. I have my 
rights, I have my duties,” 
Ansari said.

Asked if the incident 
of Hindutva goons barg-
ing into Aligarh Muslim 
University (AMU) when he 
was there to attend a func-
tion on May 2 happened 
with the local administra-
tion’s connivance, Ansari 
said he would desist from 
drawing such conclusions 
but stressed that the Jin-
nah portrait there was just 
an excuse to create disrup-
tion.

“I don’t draw that kind 
of conclusions. But I do 
know I was invited there, 

and there was disruption. 
The function could not 
take place. The senior po-
lice officer in the district 
next day admitted that 
there was a failure of ar-
rangements and that he is 
going to inquire into it.

“I am not drawing a 
conclusion that there was 
a connivance of the local 
administration with the 
miscreants. But I see it as 
straightforward fact of fail-
ure. Now why that failure 
took place, let the inquiry 
find out.

“But yes, the Jinnah 
portrait was just an excuse. 
It’s been there for a long 
time. The gentleman who 
objected to the portrait 
was a member of the AMU 
Court for three years. What 
did you do about it?” An-
sari asked.

On the demand by 
rightwing politicians to 
end the minority status of 
the AMU and Jamia Millia 
Islamia, Ansari said that as 
the matter is being heard 
in the Supreme Court, he, 
and others, should not 
comment on it.

“Let the court’s opin-
ion come, we will see after 
that. The Acts of Parlia-
ment are there which cre-
ated these institutions, 
the debates in Parliament 
are there as to what was 
the intention behind set-
ting up these institutions. 
All this will be discussed 
threadbare in the Supreme 
Court and the court will 
decide,” he said.

As the next Lok Sabha 
elections are nearing, it 
is pertinent to examine 
the present government’s 
achievements and fail-

ures. While Prime Minister 
Modi used to bitterly at-
tack the Manmohan Singh 
government over an “ab-
sence” of a tough policy on 
Pakistan, has the present 
government evolved a 
consistent policy on Pa-
kistan after four years in 
office?

Ansari, who was a ca-
reer diplomat, replied: 
“We have zig-zagged on 
Pakistan to the best of my 
knowledge. We have gone 
like a pendulum from one 
extreme to the other. If 
that is policy, then there is 
a policy. What can you do 
about it?”

He added that while 
India’s traditional policy 
of non-alignment adopted 
under Prime Minister Ja-
waharlal Nehru was “fine” 
and earned the country re-
spect in the world, India’s 
neighbourhood policy 
has deteriorated in recent 
years.

“Our neighbourhood 
policy at the moment 
seems to be under some 
stress. People who are 
knowledgeable about it 
have written about it,” he 
said.

Is India doing enough 
to counter China’s growing 
influence?

“Successive govern-
ments have been very con-
scious about it. China is 
a big neighbour. And we 
have relations with China, 
different kinds of relations 
-- political, cultural and 
even military relations. 

Both countries under-
stand that we have prob-
lems also, we have positive 
relations as well,” Ansari 
said.

new Delhi, July 15 (Pti): 
Sexual harassment at work 
place remains a perennial 
issue for women, espe-
cially in the entertainment 
industry, where many do 
not report the harassment 
they face, the National 
Commission for Women 
has said.

Rekha Sharma, the 
NCW chairperson, noted 
that sexual harassment in 
the entertainment indus-
try has come to focus since 
the #MeToo campaign in 
Hollywood. 

“Definitely one cannot 
shy away from the fact that 
the entertainment indus-
try is a male-dominated 
industry, which is always 
a big risk factor for harass-
ment,” she said at a semi-
nar on Sexual Harassment 
at Workplace’ at the Film 
& Television Institute of 
India in Pune. 

“Sexual harassment 
at work remains a per-
ennial issue for women. 

Combating this climate, 
however, is a herculean 
task, especially consid-
ering how many women 
in the industry do not 
report harassment they 
face,” she said in a state-
ment.

As part of a panel dis-
cussion, Malayalam actor 
Ranjni Sasha, represent-
ing the Women in Cin-
ema Collective (WCC) and 
women professionals of 
the South Indian film fra-
ternity, emphasised the 
need to establish Internal 
Complaints Committees 
(ICC) in the film industry, 
the statement said.

The seminar had over 
250 participants, including 
students of law colleges, 
various stakeholders, rep-
resentatives of production 
houses like the Dharma 
Productions, Yash Raj 
Films, Balaji Films, Mukta 
Arts, Pritish Nandy Com-
munications, Viacom 18, 
it said.

Jammu, July 15 (Pti): 
Four people were killed 
and 25 injured when a 
boulder rolled down and 
hit people bathing in a 
waterfall in Reasi district 
of Jammu and Kashmir, a 
senior police officer said.

T h e  i n c i d e n t  o c -
curred around 3.30 pm 
at Siar Baba waterfall, 
a major attraction for 
holiday-makers, Senior 
Superintendent of Police 

Reasi Tahir Sajad Bhat 
told PTI. 

According to prelimi-
nary information, a loose 
rock rolled down through 
the waterfall, killing four 
people on the spot and in-
juring 25, he said, adding 
police personnel rushed 
to the scene.

According to officials, 
the toll might go up as 
more people were be-
lieved to be trapped under 

the debris which fell along 
with the rock from the 
hillock.

Located 10 km from 
the Reasi town, the water-
fall on the Chenab river at 
an elevation of 466 me-
tres, is one of the biggest 
in north India.

The spectacular view 
of the water falling from 
a height of over 100 feet 
attracts a large number of 
tourists.

Bengaluru/Hyderabad, 
July 15 (Pti): In another 
incident of lynching, a 
man was beaten to death, 
while three others were in-
jured after a mob attacked 
them suspecting them to 
be child-lifters, near Bidar 
in Karnataka, police said 
today.

The incident occurred 
on Friday and the de-
ceased has been identi-
fied as Mohammad Azam 
Usmansab (28) from Hy-
derabad, they said.

According to officials, 
about 30 persons have 
been arrested in this con-
nection, including an ad-
ministrator (admin) of 
a WhatsApp group that 
spread rumours about 
child-lifting gangs and gal-
vanised the mob, besides 
the person who shot the 
pictures of the attack and 
circulated it.

Usmansab, along with 
his three friends, had 
come to visit their friend 
Mohammed Bashir Afroz 
at Handikera village in 
Bidar, they said.

While on their way 
back to Hyderabad they 
stopped near a hamlet, 
probably with an intention 
to take pictures. 

On noticing some chil-

dren, they offered some 
chocolates to them, police 
said.

Locals mistook them 
for child-lifters and started 
attacking them. By then 
their pictures got circulat-
ed on a WhatsApp group, 
resulting in gatheruing of 
more people, they said.

Also, their car was 
without a number plate, 
fuelling their suspicion.

Though they managed 
to escape from the spot, 
they were caught near 
Murki village, as the mob 
had alerted their acquaint-
ances there. 

The group was beaten 
with stones and sticks, 
police said.

Though police reached 
the spot on receiving in-
formation, they were out-
numbered, and a couple 
of police constables were 
reportedly injured in the 
melee.

Police managed to 
bring the situation un-
der control and shifted 
them to a hospital, but 
Usmansab died on the 
way, they said.

Mohammad Azam Us-
mansab was a software 
engineer and a resident 
of Shaheen Nagar in the 
city, his family said in Hy-

derabad. They stopped 
near a school and Salaam, 
who had brought choco-
lates with him from Qa-
tar, distributed it to some 
children, members of his 
family said.

Due to some misun-
derstanding, people there 
suspected them to be 
child-lifters and attacked 
them, resulting in his 
death and injuries to two 
others, while two others 
managed to escape, they 
said. The family requested 
the Telangana government 
to intervene and take up 
the matter with the Kar-
nataka government and 
investigate it thoroughly 
and arrest the culprits.

A I M I M  l e g i s l a t o r 
Ahmed Balala visited the 
injured at the hospital. 
He demanded that the 
government put an end 
to targeted mob lynch-
ing.

On July 12 at Madurai 
in Tamil Nadu, a young 
woman was thrashed by 
locals on suspicion of be-
ing a child-lifter before 
police rescued her.

Five people were re-
cently killed in North Ma-
harashtra’s Dhule district 
over child-lifting rumours 
on social media.

new Delhi, July 15 (Pti): 
The Congress today said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s remark that it was 
a party for Muslim men 
only highlighted his “sick 
mentality”.

Modi during his speech 
in Azamgarh yesterday 
had come down heavily on 
the Congress over its stand 
on triple talaq, asking if 
it was a party for Muslim 
men alone. 

“The prime minister 
has continuously hurt the 
dignity of his office. We 
strictly oppose what he 
said yesterday. 

It shows his sick men-
tality and twisted mind-
set,” senior Congress 
spokesperson Anand 
Sharma said.

“There is an attempt by 
him to divide society... His 
main opposition, the INC, 
has led the national move-
ment, spearheaded the 
fight for independence... 
to call it a Muslim party 
does not behove a PM.

“His sick mindset is an 
issue of national concern. 
The prime minister gives 
out statements which are 
wrong as per history and 
facts, Sharma said. 

The Congress leader 
said Modi was the prime 
minister of the entire 
country and not only of 
the BJP. 

He said Modi had “less 
knowledge of history and 
writes his own history”.

Modi needs to be re-
minded that Congress 
presidents such as Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Sardar Patel, Lala 
Lajpat Rai, and Maulana 
Azad were iconic leaders, 
he said.

“It will be better if he 
keeps a list of Congress 
presidents in his office. 
Maybe then he will leave 
his habit of giving wrong 
statements,” Sharma said.

The Congress, he said, 
was a party “for all In-

dians and respects the 
diversity the country has 
to offer”.

He also said the Con-
gress was against triple 
talaq and the prime min-
ister should know that 
there were some rules and 
regulations that need to 
be followed in Parliament. 

The prime minister 
had yesterday said the 
opposition was stone-
walling the government’s 
efforts to secure the life of 
women, especially Mus-
lim women.

The triple talaq bill has 
already been passed in 
the Lower House, but re-
mains pending in the Ra-
jya Sabha amid opposition 
reservations over it.

Sharma alleged that 
the prime minister was a 
“peddler of untruths”.

Instead of giving an 
account of the last four 
years, “the prime minister 
is resorting to untruths, 
half truth and lies”, he 
alleged.

Sharma also said that 
he can understand the 
prime minister’s helpless-
ness as he belonged to an 
ideology, the followers of 
which had even opposed 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

The Congress also al-
leged the Modi govern-
ment provided false data 
about the upliftment of 
people from below poverty 
line.

The prime minister’s 
claim that five crore peo-
ple have been lifted out 
of poverty in two years 
was “laughable”, Sharma 
said.

In fact, after demon-
etisation and the launch 
of the GST, crores of peo-
ple have been thrown 
below the poverty line, 
he added.

The Congress leader 
claimed that 14 crore peo-
ple were lifted out of the 
poverty net from 2004 to 
2014.

Patna, July 15 (Pti): Though a show 
of bonhomie between BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah and Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar during their 
recent talks has virtually put to rest 
the prospects of JD(U) returning to 
Grand Alliance for the general elec-
tions next year, but the seat sharing 
arrangement among NDA partners 
in the state could be a challenge.

Shah and Kumar’s bonding over 
breakfast as well on dinner on Thurs-
day has sent indications that he 
would not walk out of the coalition 
and join hands with Lalu Prasad’s 
RJD again if his party is not given 
the respect of “elder brother” and 
provided lion share of seats as used 
to be in the NDA during the times of 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L K Advani.

Besides Shah and the Bihar 
Chief Minister beaming before 
photographers on the occasion, 
the BJP chief also gave the message 
of togetherness in words.

Addressing BJP workers during 
his one-day tour of Bihar on July 

12, Shah in an apparent reference 
to speculation about Kumar feeling 
uncomfortable in the coalition and 
mooting return to the Grand Alliance 
which comprises RJD and Congress, 
had said “detractors must not har-
bour many hopes. Nitish is not going 
to side with the corrupt.” 

Kumar’s smiling face captured 
by shutterbugs at the breakfast table 
with Shah and also while coming 
out after breaking bread on that day 
reconfirmed the message of unity.

It was said that the thorny issue 
of seat-sharing in the NDA would be 
resolved during Shah-Kumar meet-
ing, but sources in the two parties 
said besides a general talk on the 
prevailing political situation in Bihar, 
nothing concrete was discussed with 
regard to seat adjustments for 2019 
election.

JD(U) General Secretary K C 
Tyagi told PTI: “It was a good meet-
ing between the two top leaders 
and we are happy about it. But, seat 
sharing is a long process and no one 

party can arrive at a decision on 
its own. A decision could be taken 
only after talks between leaders of 
all the constituents in a congenial 
atmosphere.” 

Senior BJP leader and Bihar min-
ister Nand Kishore Yadav said Shah-
Kumar meeting “made it emphati-
cally clear that BJP, JD(U) and other 
NDA constituents will fight together 
in coming Parliamentary election as 
well Assembly election in 2020.” 

General election is still far away, 
distribution of seats for Lok Sabha 
election would be solved amicably 
“at an appropriate time,” said Yadav, 
who had joined Shah and other lead-
ers of BJP and JD(U) at the dinner 
hosted by Kumar on Thursday last at 
his One Anne Marg bungalow.

“Our party national president 
Amit Shah has already said that 
NDA is going to win all the 40 Par-
liamentary seats in Bihar,” state BJP 
vice president Davesh Kumar said, 
adding “you can take this from me 
on affidavit paper.” 

Though there is optimism re-
garding settlement of seat sharing, 
but it seems more complicated than 
what it appears.

Dynamics within the NDA has 
changed after re-entry of Nitish 
Kumar into the fold last year after 
his break up with the Grand Alliance 
that also comprised the RJD and 
Congress.

During the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2014, BJP, LJP and RLSP won 
31 out of a total of 40 seats in Bihar 
while the JD (U) which had an al-
liance with Left parties was blown 
away by “Modi lahar”(storm) and 
could manage to bag only two seats.

BJP and its old allies LJP, RLSP 
had snatched over a dozen Lok Sab-
ha seats in Bihar which JD(U) had 
won in 2009 and in such a condition 
it would be difficult for any party to 
insist that these constituencies were 
their stronghold.

Muzaffarpur seat was won by 
Capt Jai Narain Nishad of JD(U) in 
2009 but, in 2014 his son Ajay Nishad 

bagged the seat as a BJP nominee.
Similarly, Valmikinagar (SC), 

Jhanjharpur, Gopalganj, Ujiyarpur, 
Begusarai and Arrah were with JD(U) 
in 2009 which the BJP won in 2014.

Ramsundar Das of JD(U) had 
won the Hajipur (reserved seat) in 
2009 defeating Ramvilas Paswan 
then but, Paswan, now a Union 
minister, snatched it from Kumar’s 
party in the 2014 poll.

Karakat seat was with JD(U) 
in 2009 but it was won by RLSP 
chief and Union minister Upendra 
Kushwaha in the last poll.

There were at least four Lok Sab-
ha seats where JD(U) had come sec-
ond to NDA winners in 2014 though 
they had held those constituencies 
previously. 

For example, in Munger, the 
present state minister and a close 
confidant of the Chief Minister, Ra-
jiv Ranjan Singh Lallan, bagged the 
seat in 2009, but lost there in 2014 to 
Veena Devi of LJP. 

Arrah seat was with JD(U) in 

2009, but in last election Union En-
ergy minister R K Singh won it as a 
BJP nominee.

There is also likely to be uncer-
tainthy in the Madhepura seat which 
Sharad Yadav, now expelled from the 
JD(U), won in 2009 but lost to Rajesh 
Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav in 2014.

Pappu Yadav at that time was a 
RJD candidate, but has now separat-
ed and formed his own ‘Jan Adhikar 
Party’. The NDA would also have to 
take a decision on the Jehanabad 
seat held by RLSP Arun Kumar.

After differences with party presi-
dent Upendra Kushwaha, Arun 
Kumar has petitioned Election Com-
mission to recognise him as the 
original RLSP and provide him the 
symbol. I am having separate talks 
with the BJP leaders for contesting 
together in 2019 elections,” Arun 
Kumar told PTI.

‘Winnability’ will be the deciding 
factor in seat distribution, a senior 
BJP leader said on condition of ano-
nymity.
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 An injured man is put into an ambulance following a deadly attack outside the Rural Rehabilitation and 
Development Ministry in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, July 15, 2018. 

London, July 15 (PTI): 
Embattled British Prime 
Minister Theresa May to-
day revealed that Donald 
Trump had suggested that 
she “sue” the European 
Union instead of negotiat-
ing with the 28-member 
economic bloc on Brexit.

During a joint press 
conference at the British 
Prime Minister’s Chequers 
retreat on Friday, Trump 
had told reporters that he 
had given May a sugges-
tion on how to deal with 
the EU but she probably 
found that “brutal” and 
“too tough”.

“He told me I should 
sue the EU - not go into 
negotiations,” May told the 
BBC, on being asked what 
that suggestion was.

During the interview, 
May laughed off the pres-
ident’s legal action sug-
gestion, saying she would 
carry on with negotiations, 
but added: “Interestingly, 
what the president also said 
at that press conference 
was ‘don’t walk away’.

“Don’t walk away from 
those negotiations because 
then you’ll be stuck. So I 
want us to be able to sit 
down to negotiate the best 
deal for Britain.” 

Trump had declined to 
spell out what his advice to 
May had been, in an inter-
view with US TV network 
CBS, but added: “Maybe 
she’ll take it, it’s something 
she could do if she wanted 

to.
“But it was strong ad-

vice. And I think it prob-
ably would have worked,” 
Trump said.

The UK voted in 2016 to 
leave the European Union 
on March 29, 2019. 

Days ahead of Trump’s 
visit, Prime Minister May 
faced a major political crisis 
when her Brexit Secretary 
David Davis and Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson 
resigned, saying it would 
not deliver the Brexit peo-
ple voted for in the 2016 
referendum.

M a y ’s  c o m m e n t s 
comes at a politically peril-
ous moment for the prime 

minister, who is facing calls 
for a confidence vote over 
her leadership of the Con-
servative party, The Guard-
ian commented.

Meanwhile, May went 
on to defend her contro-
versial new White Paper for 
Brexit, which has shaken 
up her government with 
high-profile Cabinet res-
ignations, and urged crit-
ics, both in and out of her 
own Conservative party, to 
back it.

“Interestingly, what 
the President also said at 
that press conference was 
‘don’t walk away’. Don’t 
walk away from those ne-
gotiations because then 

you’ll be stuck. So, I want 
us to be able to sit down to 
negotiate the best deal for 
Britain,” she said, urging 
people to “keep their eye on 
the prize” of Brexit.

Her message comes 
ahead of crucial votes in 
the House of Commons on 
trade and customs policy 
in the coming week, during 
which the government is 
likely to be under pressure 
to get them through Parlia-
ment.

Trump, who began a 
four-day visit to the UK on 
Thursday, will conclude 
the private leg of his tour 
in Scotland today to head 
to Finland for talks with 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in Helsinki tomorrow.

“The weather is beau-
tiful and this place is in-
credible. Tomorrow I go to 
Helsinki for a meeting with 
Vladimir Putin,” he said in a 
message on Twitter.

He played a few rounds 
of golf at his Turnberry 
golf course on the Ayrshire 
coast, where he arrived 
on Saturday after tea with 
Queen Elizabeth II at Wind-
sor Castle. 

Protests have followed 
him around the UK, with 
campaigners also gather-
ing around the perimeter of 
the golf course as he played 
on Saturday afternoon. He 
waved as they heckled him 
from a hill overlooking the 
Ailsa championship course 
of his golf resort. 

In Edinburgh, thou-
sands of people marched 
through the city in a dem-
onstration against the US 
President and waved plac-
ards as they gathered in the 
Scottish capital’s Meadows, 
where two giant nappy-
clad baby Trump balloons 
were inflated. 

Police Scotland are on 
the hunt for a protester 
who paraglided into the 
no-fly zone just yards 
from the US President at 
his golf resort with the 
banner “Trump: Well Be-
low Par”. Environmental 
group Greenpeace have 
claimed responsibility for 
the stunt.

Gaza City, July 15 (PTI/AFP): A ceasefire 
announced by Hamas held today after the 
most severe exchange of fire between Israel 
and Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip 
since a 2014 war, reducing fears of a wider 
conflict for now. 

Hamas, the Islamist movement that 
runs the blockaded Gaza Strip, said late 
Saturday a ceasefire had been reached with 
the help of Egypt and others, though Israel 
declined to comment.

The United Nations’ Middle East envoy 
Nickolay Mladenov was in Gaza and “work-
ing with all concerned parties to de-escalate 
the situation,” a UN official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Despite a couple of lower-level exchang-
es of fire overnight, calm returned to the 
Gaza Strip on Sunday morning after a day 
that saw dozens of Israeli air strikes, killing 
two Palestinians, while some 200 rockets 
and mortars were fired from the enclave 
into Israel.

Four Israelis were wounded when a 
rocket hit a house in the city of Sderot near 
the Gaza Strip, authorities said.

The two Palestinians killed were aged 15 
and 16, caught in an Israeli strike on a build-
ing in the west of Gaza City, the enclave’s 
health ministry said.

Twenty-five people were wounded 
across Gaza, the ministry said.

A Palestinian man and his son were also 
killed in an explosion on Sunday in Gaza 
City, but police said it was not the result of 
Israeli fire.

Hamas said it fired at Israel in defence 
in response to air strikes, which came after 
a soldier was wounded by a grenade along 
the Gaza border.

Fawzi Barhoum, Hamas spokesman, 
said “the protection and the defence of our 
people is a national duty and a strategic 
choice.”  Israel blamed Hamas for the esca-
lation, pointing to months of protests and 
clashes along the border that its military 
argues the Islamist movement is seeking to 
use as cover for attacks.

There have also been hundreds of fires 
at Israeli farms caused by kites and balloons 
carrying firebombs from Gaza, leading to 
political pressure on the government and 
military to take action against Hamas.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said late Saturday that Hamas had 
been hit with “the hardest blow” since a 
2014 war “and we will increase the strength 
of our attacks as necessary.” 

Thick plumes of smoke rose over parts 
of the Gaza Strip on Saturday as Israel hit 
dozens of targets it said belonged to mili-
tants, including a high-rise building alleg-
edly used by Hamas as a training facility 
with a tunnel underneath.

In Israel, air raid sirens on Saturday 
sent people rushing to shelters in areas 
surrounding the Gaza Strip as rockets and 
mortars were fired from the Palestinian 
enclave at nearby communities.

Israel said its air defences intercepted 
around 30 of the some 200 rockets and 
mortars fired.

Tensions have been building between 
Hamas and Israel for months over mass 
protests and clashes along the border fence. 
The two sides have already fought three 
wars since 2008.

The protests have called for Palestinian 
refugees to return to their former homes 
now inside Israel.

Since the protests and clashes broke out 
along the border on March 30, at least 141 
Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire.

The majority of those killed were in-
volved in protests and clashes but others 
were seeking to breach or damage the 
border fence.

No Israelis have been killed.
The arson balloons and kites from Gaza 

have caused 750 fires and burned 2,600 
hectares, leading to hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in damage, according to Israel’s 
fire service.

On July 9, Israel closed its only goods 
crossing with the Gaza Strip in response to 
the fires.

Hamas called the move a “crime against 
humanity,” with Gaza already suffering from 
deep poverty and worsening humanitarian 
conditions.

Border protests peaked on May 14, 
when the United States moved its Israel em-
bassy to the disputed city of Jerusalem, but 
have continued at a lower level since then.

On Friday, Israeli troops shot and killed 
two Palestinians, including a teenager, and 
wounded hundreds of others in border 
clashes.

An Israeli soldier was also moderately 
wounded when a grenade was thrown 
at him from the northern Gaza Strip, the 
military said.

Molotov cocktails, flaming tyres and 
stones were also hurled in the direction of 
soldiers, according to the army.

Israel says its use of live fire is necessary 
to defend its borders and stop infiltrations. 
Palestinians and rights groups say unarmed 
protesters are being shot while posing no 
real threat.

Israel’s army said Saturday’s strikes tar-
geted military facilities belonging to Hamas.

Among the main targets were the “Ha-
mas Battalion HQ in Beit Lahia, which 
includes urban warfare training facilities, 
(a) weapon storage warehouse, training 
compounds, command centres, offices and 
more”, the army said in a statement.

Kabul, July 15 (PTI/AFP): A suicide bomber 
blew himself up in front of a government 
ministry in Kabul today as workers were 
leaving their offices, killing at least seven 
people and wounding more than 15, offi-
cials said, in the latest deadly attack to rock 
the country. 

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the explosion outside 
the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and 
Development, which was the second time 
in as many months that its compound has 
been struck.

It follows a series of attacks in the east-
ern city of Jalalabad in recent weeks that 
have killed dozens of people. Most of those 
assaults were claimed by the Islamic State 
group.

Civilians and security forces were 
among the seven dead in today’s attack, 
police spokesman Hashmat Stanikzai said. 
The death toll was confirmed by an Afghan 
security source.

Ministry spokesman Fraidoon Azhand 
said the bomber struck at a security gate 
as employees were exiting the compound 
during rush hour.

But it was not clear if the ministry was 
the target of the attack.

Stanikzai said security forces and a 
vehicle belonging to foreign advisers to the 
ministry were in the vicinity at the time of 
the attack.

The vehicle was damaged in the blast 
but there were no foreign casualties, he 
added.

On June 11 a bomber blew himself up 
as ministry workers queued for an early bus 
home during the holy month of Ramadan, 

killing at least 13 people and wounding 31.
IS claimed responsibility for that attack.
Today’s blast came hours after a UN re-

port was released showing a record number 
of civilians killed in the first six months 
of 2018, with militant attacks and suicide 
bombs the leading causes of death.

The toll of 1,692 fatalities was one per-
cent more than a year earlier and the highest 
for the period since the United Nations As-
sistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) 
began keeping records in 2009.

Another 3,430 people were wounded in 
the war, down five percent from the same 
period last year, the report said.

The record high death toll came despite 
an unprecedented ceasefire by Afghan 
security forces and the Taliban last month 
that was largely respected by both sides, 
UNAMA said.

The ceasefire for the first three days 
of Eid was marked by scenes of jubilation 
as security forces and Taliban fighters cel-
ebrated the Islamic holiday, raising hopes 
that peace was possible after nearly 17 years 
of conflict.

But the suspension of hostilities was 
marred by two suicide attacks in the eastern 
province of Nangarhar that killed dozens of 
people and were claimed by IS, which was 
not part of the ceasefire.

Suicide bombs and “complex” attacks 
that involve several militants accounted 
for 1,413 casualties - 427 deaths and 986 
injuries - up 22 per cent from a year earlier. 
UNAMA attributed 52 per cent of those cas-
ualties to IS, mainly in Kabul and Nangarhar 
where the group established a stronghold 
after emerging in Afghanistan in 2014.

Seoul, July 15 (IANS): The 
US and North Korea held 
general-level talks for the 
first time in more than nine 
years on Sunday to discuss 
the details of an agreement 
to repatriate the remains of 
American troops killed dur-
ing the 1950-53 Korean War.

The meeting had origi-
nally been scheduled to 
take place on July 12, but 
the North called it off at the 
last minute, citing a lack of 
preparations, reports Yon-
hap News Agency. 

The North then sug-
gested holding general-
level talks with the US-led 
U.N. Command (UNC) on 
Sunday, and Washington 
agreed.

Sunday’s talks began at 
around 10 a.m. at the inter-
Korean border village of 
Panmunjom. 

Maj. Gen. Michael Mini-
han, chief of staff for the 
UNC, led the US side and 
the North’s delegation in-
cluded a two-star general, 
sources said. 

It was unclear whether 

the talks would conclude 
on Sunday or be extended 
for another day.

Recovering and repat-
riating the remains of the 
American troops was one 
of the agreements that US 
President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un reached dur-
ing their historic June 12 
summit in Singapore.

Sunday’s talks were ex-
pected to focus on such 
details as when and how the 
remains should be trans-
ferred. 

But the North could also 
demand something in ex-
change for the return or 
raise other issues related 
to the armistice that ended 
fighting in the Korean War.

The North’s proposal of 
talks with the UNC, even 
though the UNC is led by 
the US, was seen as an at-
tempt to use the meeting 
not only to discuss the repa-
triation of war remains but 
also other issues, such as a 
proposal to jointly declare 
an end to the Korean War.

Rome, July 15 (IANS/AKI): A total 
of 1,422 migrants and refugees per-
ished attempting to cross the Medi-
terranean from North Africa this 
year, while 48,629 entered Europe, 
the International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM), the UN migration 
agency, said.

Most of those who lost their 
lives in the Mediterranean this year 
from July 11 did so on the route 
from Libya to Italy - a total of 1,083 
people - while 294 died in the West-

ern Mediterranean, the IOM figures 
showed.

This number of people reaching 
Europe by boat this year was less 
than half the 102,308 who arrived 
during the same period of 2017 and 
less than a quarter of the 239,492 
who landed at the same point of 
2016, according to IOM. 

Arrivals to Italy and Spain were 
nearly identical, both just shy of 
17,000 migrants with both destina-
tions accounting for 35 per cent of 

the region’s arrivals. 
However, Spain continues to be 

the preferred destination, account-
ing for well over half of all arrivals 
since June 1, IOM stated. 

A total 16,984 boat migrants 
landed in Italy between January and 
July - over 80 percent lower than in 
the same period last year, IOM said, 
noting that “the downward trend 
appears to be accelerating”. 

Monthly arrivals to Italy this year 
have topped the 4,000-person mark 

just once this year - in January - 
while in the previous two years, they 
regularly topped 10,000-20,000 dur-
ing the summer months, said IOM. 

Italy’s hardline Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini has taken a tough 
line on migrant boats since taking 
office on June 1, has barred char-
ity rescue ships from the country’s 
ports and has also refused to allow 
international and one Italian res-
cue ship permission to dock with 
migrants on board. 

Islamabad, July 15 (PTI): Paki-
stanis today observed a national 
day of mourning after three 
recent deadly terror attacks at 
political rallies left more than 
150 people dead, raising security 
concerns ahead of the July 25 
general elections.

The national flags flew at half-
staff across the country to mourn 
those killed in the attacks in Pe-
shawar, Mastung and Bannu.

At least 131 people, including 
Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) 
leader Siraj Raisani, were killed on 
Friday in the Mastung district of 
Balochistan province, the deadli-
est attack in Pakistan this year.

On the same day, five people 
were killed in Bannu in the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province.

On Tuesday, the outlawed 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
targeted a political rally in north-

western province of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, killing at least 20 
people including a candidate for 
the provincial assembly.

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Justice (retd) Nasir-ul-Mulk vis-
ited Quetta, the provincial capital 
and largest city of Balochistan, 
today and held a meeting with the 
governor and chief minister and 
discussed the security situation.

Mulk was accompanied by 
Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani 
and Caretaker Chief Minister Al-
lauddin Marri.

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan visited 
Mastung blast victims today 
afternoon before meeting mem-
bers of the Raisani family to offer 
his condolences.

PML-N Chairman Shahbaz 
Sharif also visited the Raisani 
family and said that steps should 

be taken to ensure swift justice for 
Siraj Raisani’s death.

“A commission should be 
made to investigate this case from 
all angles,” he was quoted as say-
ing by the Dawn News..

“We have already expressed 
our reservations about the up-
coming elections. There is a 
strong need for the elections to 
be free and fair. The country will 
only move forward if the upcom-
ing election is 100 per cent free 
of any outside influence,” Sharif 
said, speaking about the upcom-
ing election. The Balochistan 
government has also announced 
to observe three-day mourning in 
the province. 

The back-to-back attacks on 
election rallies have renewed 
concerns that violence could 
disrupt the elections scheduled 
for July 25.

Washington, July 15 (PTI/AFP): 
US President Donald Trump today 
named Russia, the EU and China as 
“foes,” in an interview aired on the eve 
of his summit with Vladimir Putin.

“Well I think we have a lot of foes. 
I think the European Union is a foe, 
what they do to us in trade,” Trump 
said on CBS’s “Face the Nation.” 

“Now, you wouldn’t think of the 
European Union but they’re a foe. 
Russia is a foe in certain respects. 
China is a foe economically, certainly 
they are a foe. But that doesn’t mean 
they are bad. 

It doesn’t mean anything. It means 
that they are competitive,” he said in 
the interview with CBS Evening 
News’s Jeff Glor, which was conducted 
yesterday.

Beijing, July 15 (IANS): Some 17.58 mil-
lion babies were born in China last year, 
according to figures released on Sunday.

According to the figures from the 
National Health Commission, about 51 
per cent of the newborns were not the 
first child in their families, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

In response to a rapidly aging popula-
tion, China allowed married couples to 

have two children from 2016, ending its 
decades-long one-child policy.

The maternal mortality rate dropped 
to 19.6 per 100,000 births while the infant 
mortality rate decreased to 6.8 deaths per 
1,000 live births in 2017. 

China also offered free pre-pregnancy 
health examinations to 11.73 million 
people nationwide in 2017 in an effort to 
reduce birth defect risks.

Trump asked me to sue EU 
over Brexit, says Theresa May

Gaza ceasefire holds after heavy 
Israel strikes, Hamas rocket fire

Over 17 mn. babies born in China in 2017

Seven dead in suicide attack at 
Afghan ministry — Officials

N Korea, US discuss return of 
American soldiers’ remains

Mediterranean deaths top 1,400 this year — UN

Pakistanis mourn victims of terror attacks ahead of elections Trump lists Russia, 
EU, China as ‘foes’ 
ahead of Putin summit

AP/PTI

File Photo: U.S. President Donald Trump with British Prime Minister Theresa May during their meeting at 
Chequers, in Buckinghamshire, England, Friday, July 13, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Smoke raises in the background following an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City , Saturday, July 14, 2018. 
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Hollywood’s transgenders laud Scarlett Johansson
Hollywood’s transgender community has applauded actress Scarlett Johansson’s decision to 
withdraw from a project on a trans man after she courted backlash for taking on the role. Johans-
son announced that she was exiting “Rub & Tug”, a film in which she was set to star as Dante Tex 
Gill, a transgender man.  The actress issued a statement, saying she had “decided to respectfully 
withdraw my participation in the project” following ethical concerns about her participation as 
a cisgender actress. Transgender actors, filmmakers, artistes and activists, who were at The Hol-
lywood Reporter’s office here for a discussion about representation in the entertainment industry, 
lauded her decision. “You are awesome,” said Buck Angel, with others expressing relief that the 
public outcry on behalf of the trans community had been heard and acted upon.  (IANS)
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T
he Academy of 
Television Arts and 
Sciences (ATAS) has 
nominated NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Labora-

tory (JPL) for Outstanding Origi-
nal Interactive Program for its 
coverage of the Cassini mission’s 
Grand Finale at Saturn.

The Primetime Emmys will 
be awarded by the ATAS in Los 
Angeles on September 17. 

The Creative Arts Emmys, 
which include interactive 
awards, will be presented 
during a separate ceremony 
on September 15 at the 

Micro- soft 

Theatre in Los Angeles, NASA 
said in a statement on Friday.

In 2017, after nearly 20 years 
in space and 13 years revealing 
the wonders of Saturn, NASA’s 
Cassini orbiter was running out 
of fuel. As a final act, Cassini 
began a whole new mission -- its 
Grand Finale, where it journeyed 
into the unknown and ended 
with a spectacular plunge into 
the planet. 

Cassini’s first, daring dive 
into the unexplored space 
between the giant planet and its 
rings kicked off the campaign on 
April 26 in 2017. 

It culminated on Septem-
ber 15, 2017, with live 

coverage of Cassini’s plunge into 
Saturn’s atmosphere, with the 
spacecraft sending back science 
to the very last second. 

JPL created a multi-month 
digital campaign to celebrate the 
mission’s science and engineer-
ing accomplishments and com-
municate why the spacecraft 
must meet its end in the skies of 
Saturn.

The multi-faceted campaign 
included regular updates on 
Twitter, Facebook, Snapchat, In-
stagram and the Cassini mission 
website, multiple live social, web 
and TV broadcasts during which 
reporter and public questions 
were answered.

A dramatic short film to 
communicate the mission’s 
story and preview its endgame; 
multiple 360-degree videos, in-
cluding NASA’s first 360-degree 
livestream of a mission event 
from inside JPL mission control.

The Emmy Awards nomi-
nations have turned out to 
be more diverse than last 
year. Fantasy drama “Game 
of Thrones” has earned 22 
nominations for the cov-
eted Awards, while HBO’s 
17-year streak as the most 
nominated network has 
been broken by Netflix.

IANS

B
link-182 
drummer 
Travis Barker 
has been in-
volved in a car 

accident, colliding with a 
school bus while his son 
was in the car.

As reported by TMZ, 
Barker was driving in 
Calabasas, California on 
Friday (July 13) when he 
collided with a school 
bus. There were thank-
fully no children reported 
on the bus at the time.

Barker’s 14-year 
old son was 

reportedly 
a pas-

sen-
ger 
at 

the time. The collision 
triggered the air-bags in 
the drummer’s Mercedes. 
His condition is unknown 
but the report claims that 
Barker emerged from the 
vehicle and seemed unin-
jured, if not “dazed”.

Blink-182‘s Travis 
Barker has shared a video 
update on his health as 
he recovers from blood 
clots. The drummer 
shared a message with 
the video, which read: 
“It’s been the longest 4 
weeks without playing 
drums. I played through 
two shows in Vegas with 
infection and blood clots 
before I was able to get 
a clear diagnosis from a 
doctor. Here’s an update 
on my road to recovery.”

The punk band were 
forced to postpone a 
number of their shows in 
their Las Vegas residency 
after doctors ordered him 
to “refrain from any activ-
ity that may cause further 
damage or cause the clots 
to travel.”

Meanwhile, footage 
from the first show Barker 
played with Blink-182 
recently surfaced online. 
Posted to Facebook by 
a fan, the group can be 
seen playing the track 
‘Josie’ in the video, which 
is dated June 15, 1998. 
Currently, Blink-182 are 
scheduled to perform at 
Las Vegas’ Pearl Theater 
from October 26 to No-
vember 17.

nme.com

J 
K Rowling will come out 
with the fourth novel in the 
series about the exploits of 
private investigator Cor-
moran Strike on September 

18 under her pseudonym Robert 
Galbraith.

“Lethal White” is billed by 
publishers Hachette as the most 
epic Robert Galbraith novel yet, a 
gripping mystery and a page-
turning next instalment in the 
ongoing story of Strike and his 
assistant Robin Ellacott.

Rowling put out a tweet on 
July 10 along with the cover of the 
book.

“ ‘Lethal White’, the fourth 
instalment in the Strike novels, 
will be out on 18 September and 
is available now to pre-order, and 
this is what it will look like #Le-
thalWhite #Strike,” she wrote.

In a release, the publishers 
put out a blurb about the story. 
When Billy, a troubled young 

man, comes to Strike’s office to 
ask for his help investigating a 
crime he thinks he witnessed 
as a child, Strike is left deeply 
unsettled. While Billy is obviously 
mentally distressed, and cannot 
remember many concrete details, 
there is something sincere about 
him and his story. But before 
Strike can question him further, 
Billy bolts from his office in a 
panic.

Trying to get to the bottom of 
Billy’s story, Strike and Ellacott set 
off on a twisting trail that leads 
them through the backstreets of 
London, into a secretive inner 
sanctum within Parliament, and 
to a beautiful but sinister manor 
house deep in the countryside.

And during this investiga-
tion, Strike’s own life is far from 
straightforward: his newfound 
fame as a private eye means he 
can no longer operate behind 
the scenes as he once did. Also, 

his relationship with his former 
assistant is more fraught than it 
ever has been - Ellacott is now in-
valuable to Strike in the business, 
but their personal relationship is 
much, much trickier than that.

The three previous Strike 
novels are “The Cuckoo’s Calling” 
(2013), “The Silkworm” (2014) 
and “Career of Evil” (2015).

Rowling wanted to begin a 
new writing career in a new genre 
and to release her crime novels to 
a neutral audience, free of expec-
tation or hype. So she used the 
pseudonym Robert Galbraith.

Although the author’s true 
identity was unexpectedly 
revealed, Rowling continues to 
write the Cormoran Strike series 
under the name of Robert Gal-
braith to maintain the distinction 
from her other writing.

Rowling chose the name 
Robert because it is one of her 
favourite men’s names, because 

Robert F Kennedy is her hero and 
because she had not used it for 
any of the characters in the Potter 
series or “The Casual Vacancy”.

Galbraith came about for a 
slightly odd reason. When Rowl-
ing was a child, she wanted to be 
called ‘Ella Galbraith’ for no par-
ticular reason. The name 
had a fascination 
for her. She actu-
ally considered 
calling herself 
L A Galbraith 
for the Strike 
series, but 
for obvious 
reasons 
decided 
that initials 
were a bad 
idea.

PTI

S
upermodel Kate Upton is expecting 
her first child with husband Justin Ver-
lander, who she married in an in Italy 
last November.

Upton, 26, announced her preg-
nancy on Saturday, in the hashtag of an 

Instagram post, reports people.com.
Her photograph, in which she wears 

a red suit and white top on a balcony 
in Miami, showed a glimpse of a baby 
bump.

“#PregnantinMiami,” she wrote, 
tagging Verlander and adding a sun-
burst and heart emoji.

“You’re going to be the most amaz-
ing mom,” Verlander commented.

“I can’t wait to start this new jour-
ney with you! You’re the most thought-
ful, loving, caring, and strong woman 
I’ve ever met! I’m so proud that our 
little one is going to be raised in this 
world by a woman like you! I love you 
so much,” he added. Later, she at-
tended Sports Illustrated’s first-ever 
open casting at W South Beach.

There, Upton stuck to fresh 
juice at brunch, while her friends 
sipped on cocktails.

IANS

NASA’s stunning footage of 
Cassini lands Emmy nomination

Blink-182’s Travis Barker involved 
in collision with school bus

Rowling’s next book under Robert Galbraith pseudonym in Sept.

Kate Upton 
expecting first child

Demi Moore ‘roasts’ ex husband Bruce Willis

A
ctor Bruce Willis be-
came the latest target of 
Comedy Centrals annual 
roast here, with his ex 
wife turning up to join in 

on the abuse.
After enduring jokes from 

roasters like Kevin Pollak, Edward 
Norton, Cybill Shepherd, Lil Rel 
Howery and Martha Stewart, Willis 
got an earful from Moore, who 
was brought on as a surprise guest 
for the roast that was taped at the 
Hollywood Palladium here, reports 
ew.com.

Moore seemed to enjoy making 
fun of her 12-year union to Willis 
while their three daughters - Rumer, 
Scout and Tallulah - clapped and 
howled from the audience.

“I was married to Bruce for the 
first three ‘Die Hard’ movies, which 
makes sense because the last two 
sucked,” Moore quipped.

“Bruce considered the end 
of our marriage his biggest 
failure. Bruce, don’t be 
so hard on yourself, 
you had much 
bigger failures. 
‘Planet Holly-
wood’, ‘Hudson 

Hawk’... campaigning for Michael 
Dukakis, turning down Clooney’s 
role in ‘Ocean’s Eleven’ to focus on 
playing the harmonica.”

Roast master Joseph Gordon-
Levitt kicked off the show with a few 
witty remarks.

“Bruce can play anyone from an 
a**hole cop to an a**hole ex-cop.”

Then comedians Jeff Ross, Nikki 
Glaser and Dom Ir-
rera and retired 
pro- fes-

sional basketball player Dennis 
Rodman had their chance.

A number of jokes in-
volved US President Donald 
Trump, as well as producer 
Harvey Weinstein and actor 
Kevin Spacey, who are 
facing sexual harassment 
allegations, according to 
The Hollywood Reporter.

“If you were to do 
‘American History X’ today, 
not only would you win the 
Oscar, but also a Cabinet posi-
tion,” Pollak joked to Norton. 

“Trump told me (‘American His-
tory X’) was his all-time favourite 
comedy,” Ross quipped.

When it was Willis’ turn, he 
told Norton: “You’ve rubbed more 
people the wrong way than Harvey 
Weinstein.”

IANS
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AP/PTI

Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines, left, celebrates after defeating Lucas Matthysse of Argentina during their 
WBA World welterweight title bout in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Sunday, July 15.

PTI

Badminton legend Susi Susanti (Torch Ambassador from Indonesia) holds the torch before handing over to 
Indian boxer Mary Kom as the ‘Torch Relay’ begins for the 18th Asian Games Jakarta Palembang 2018, after 
the flame - lighting ceremony at Major Dhyanchand National Stadium, in New Delhi on Sunday, July 15. 

Tony Miles, left, holds up the arm of first place finisher John Cynn after the World Series of Poker 
main event in Las Vegas on Sunday, July 15.  

EM Images

The Manipur sub-junior girls’ team with officials of the AMFA in Imphal on Sunday, July 15.

Repsol Honda’s Marc Marquez celebrates with the trophy on the podium after winning the race as second placed Movistar Yamaha’s Valentino Rossi 
(L) applauds at the Pramac Motorrad Grand Prix Germany on Sunday, July 15.

Pacquiao wins 60th career fight 
with seventh-round knockout

Manipur girls lift sub-junior national football championshipSindhu’s title drought in 2018 continues; 
loses to Okuhara in Thailand Open final

John Cynn claims World Series of Poker title; wins $8.8M Marquez wins in Germany for ninth year in a row

Asian Games torch relay starts from capital

Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), 
July 15 (AP): Manny Pac-
quiao won by knockout for 
the first time in nine years 
to claim the World Boxing 
Association welterweight 
title, and made a procla-
mation.

‘’This is it. I am back 
in boxing,’’ the 39-year-
old Pacquiao said after his 
seventh-round knockout 
of Lucas Matthysse on Sun-
day. ‘’I am not done. I’m still 
there.’’

It was Pacquiao’s first 
bout since a contentious 
loss last year to Jeff Horn in 
Australia, and since parting 
ways with longtime trainer 
Freddie Roach to work with 
Buboy Fernandez.

‘’It’s just a matter of 
time. You have to rest and 
get it back and that’s what 
I did.’’

Pacquiao (60-7-2, 39 
KOs) knocked Matthysse 
down onto one knee in 
the third and fifth rounds. 
He knocked the Argentine 
down again in the seventh, 
and Matthysse spat out 
his mouthpiece, causing 
a frenzy among Pacquiao 
fans in the stadium.

‘’I am not boasting but 
... I think he’s hurting from 
my punches,’’ said Pac-
quiao, who hadn’t won by 
knockout since 2009. ‘’Ev-
ery punch that I throw, he’s 

hurt. I think he’s scared of 
my punches.’’

Matthysse, who won 
36 out of 39 matches by 
knockout, said Pacquiao 
was a ‘’great fighter, a great 
legend,’’ adding that he 
planned to take a break.

Philippines President 
Rodrigo Duterte and Ma-
laysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad attended 

the fight, the biggest in 
the country since the 1975 
heavyweight clash between 
Muhammad Ali and Austra-
lian Joe Bugner.

‘’I would like to con-
gratulate Senator Manny 
Pacquiao for giving us pride 
and bringing the Filipino 
nation together once more,’’ 
said Duterte, who flew to 
Malaysia for the bout ahead 

of an official visit.
Duterte said in a state-

ment that Pacquiao has 
proven himself again as 
‘’one of the greatest boxers 
of all time’’ and that the win 
will cement his legacy in 
the sport.

Scores of screaming 
Filipino fans in the stadium 
waved flags and chanted 
‘’Manny, Manny’’ through-

Las Vegas, July 15 (AP): An Indiana 
resident is this 2018 World Series of 
Poker champion.

John Cynn won the series’ mar-
quee no-limit Texas Hold ‘em main 
event Sunday in Las Vegas. The 

33-year-old Cynn eliminated Tony 
Miles on the 442th hand of the final 
table, after playing almost 200 hands 
just against each other with bricks of 
$100 bills and a gold bracelet at the 
table.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 15 (EMN): 
Motivation, proper plan-
ning and team work were 
the key factors for the Ma-
nipur sub-junior girls’ team 
in clinching the recently 
concluded the Sub-Junior 
National Football Champi-
onship 2018-19 titles.

After  a  gap of  two 
years, Manipur, the only 
girls’ football team from 

the North East clinched 
the Sub-Junior Champion 
titles with a 2-1 win over 
hosts Odisha in the final 
at Cuttack on July 12.The 
championship was held 
under the supervision of 
All India Football Federa-
tion with 27 teams vying for 
top honours from July 1 till 
the 12th.

“We defeated Tamil 
Nadu (8-1) in our first ever 

encounter in the national 
championship,” said Coach 
N Shivananda. “We also 
managed to beat school 
games champ Jharkhand 
(5-1) through motivation 
and systematic training to 
fit the climatic conditions 
of the host state.”

Similarly our team also 
played very competitively 
with the hosts Odisha who 
enjoyed a home crowd sup-

port today to end two years 
title drought, the team 
manager Ch Keilani said.

But finally Manipur 
sub-junior team bagged 
the title this year because 
of new trend of practice 
strategies and energetic 
mood of the very young 
girl footballers after timely 
motivation, according to 
the coach Shivanada.

Shivananda and Keilani 

New Delhi, July 15 (IANS): 
The torch relay for the 2018 
Asian Games commenced 
at the Major Dhyan Chand 
National Stadium here on 
Sunday with 31 athletes, 
including Indonesian bad-
minton legend Susi Susanti, 
bearing the torch .

The 2018 edition of the 
quadrennial event will be 
held from August 18 to Sep-
tember 2 in the cities of 
Jakarta and Palembang in 
Indonesia. 

The torch relay was pre-
ceded by the torch light-
ing ceremony where the 
Asian Games flame was 
ceremoniously lit by In-
dian Olympic Association 
(IOA) Secretary General 
Rajeev Mehta and President 
Narinder Batra.

The flame was then 
handed to Susanti who in 

turn gave it to five-time 
world champion boxer M.C. 
Mary Kom to tip off the 
torch relay. After Mary Kom, 
the torch was passed to 
Indian men’s hockey team 
captain P.R. Sreejesh and 
was further received by ace 
shooter Jitu Rai, boxer Sarita 
Devi, archer Jayanta Taluk-
dar, paddler Sharath Kamal, 
hockey players Sardar Singh 
and S.V. Sunil, kabbadi play-
ers Anoop Kumar and Ajay 
Thakur among others.

The relay moved along 
the historical Rajpath to 
iconic India Gate before 
coming back to the stadium 
with India’s table tennis star 
Manika Batra and Susanti.

“Today we are here not 
just to mark the beginning 
of the 18th Asian Games 
Jakarta-Palembang 2018, 
but also to commemorate 

the momentous occasion 
when the first Asian Games 
opened at this hallowed 
venue in the year 1951,” 
Batra said in a statement.

The torch relay that 
started from the Major Dhy-
an Chand National Stadium 
has a historical significance 
as this was the very venue 
where the first edition of 
the Asian Games was held 
in 1951. 

The flame will be trans-
ferred to Indonesia, where 
it will be merged with a sa-
cred flame from Merapen, 
Central Java, at the ancient 
Hindu temple of Pramban-
an on July 18. 

During its 18,000 km 
journey, the flame will go 
through 54 cities in 18 prov-
inces across Indonesia to 
the opening ceremony in 
Jakarta on August 18.

Berlin, July 15 (Reuters): Honda’s 
MotoGP champion Marc Marquez 
triumphed for the ninth year in a row 
in Germany on Sunday to stretch his 
lead over Italian great Valentino Rossi 
to 46 points ahead of the European 
summer break.

Rossi finished second, 2.196 sec-
onds behind, with Spanish Yamaha 
team mate Maverick Vinales third at 
the Sachsenring circuit.

Marquez led from pole position, 
also his ninth in a row in Germany, 
but fell behind fast-starting compa-
triot Jorge Lorenzo before retaking the 
lead from the Ducati rider with 18 laps 
remaining and pulling away. Lorenzo 

was also reeled in by Rossi before 
struggling for grip and fading to sixth.

“It was quite tough, especially in 
the beginning because the start was 
not perfect,” Marquez said. “I lost two 
positions and then to overtake Ducati 
riders is quite difficult.

“Nine victories in a row here is 
incredible. Liebe dich (I love you) 
Sachsenring.”

Rossi said he had made no mis-
takes but Vinales was not happy with 
his afternoon, with the Yamaha still 
not handling to his liking.

“It’s always the same problem on 
the electronics on the exit of the cor-
ner,” he said. “It’s impossible to battle 

the Ducatis, I lost seven or eight laps 
fighting with them while I could be a 
second faster,” he said.

Marquez’s run of wins at the east-
ern circuit started in 2010 when he was 
in the 125cc category (now Moto3). He 
then won in Moto2 in 2011 and 2012 
and is on a sequence of six in MotoGP.

Sunday’s could be the last German 
grand prix at the Sachsenring, how-
ever, with speculation that the race 
could switch to the Nuerburgring due 
to contractual issues.

The Spaniard has 165 points after 
nine races to Rossi’s 119.

The next race is at Brno in the 
Czech Republic on Aug. 5.

out the match. Pacquiao’s 
rise to fame from an impov-
erished rural childhood to 
become one of the world’s 
wealthiest sportsmen over 
his 23-year career has made 
him a national hero.

Pacquaio said he will re-
turn to his work as a senator 
for now but won’t be hang-
ing up the gloves just yet.

‘’I am addicted to box-
ing. I really love to fight and 
bring honor to my country,’’ 
he said. ‘’That’s my heart’s 
desire.’’

Horn, who lost his WBO 
welterweight title to Ter-
ence Crawford in Las Vegas 
last month, was quick to re-
spond to Pacquiao’s victory.

‘’Congratulations Man-
ny Pacquiao,’’ Horn posted 
on Instagram. ‘’Rematch?’’

In the other title fights, 
Filipino Jhack Tepora had a 
knockout win over Edival-
do Oretga of Mexico for the 
interim WBA featherweight 
title. Venezuela’s Carlos 
Canizales defended his 
WBA world light flyweight 
title against China’s Lu Bin, 
who had been aiming to 
become the first boxer to 
win a major world title in 
just two career fights. South 
African Moruti Mthalane 
got a unanimous decision 
against Pakistan’s Muham-
mad Waseem to capture the 
IBF flyweight title.

Bangkok, July 15 (PTI): 
Olympic silver medallist 
P V Sindhu’s title drought 
this year continued as she 
suffered a straight-game de-
feat against Japan’s Nozomi 
Okuhara in the summit 
clash of the USD 350,000 
Thailand Open World Tour 
Super 500 badminton tour-
nament here today.

Second seed Sindhu 
struggled with her consis-
tency throughout the duel 
as fourth seeded Okuhara 
dominated the proceedings 
to beat the Indian 21-15 21-
18 in exactly 50 minutes.

It was Sindhu’s third dis-
appointment in a final this 
year following her defeats 
in the summit clash of the 
India Open and Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games.

Sindhu, who had an an-
kle strain ahead of the CWG 
and missed the Uber Cup 
final, reached semifinal and 
quarterfinal in her last two 
tournaments -- in Malaysia 
and Indonesia -- before 
this one. 

World number 3 Sindhu 
showed glimpses of her best 

against world number 8 
Okuhara, who besides the 
initial part of the second 
game, looked in complete 
control over the proceed-
ings. Okuhara took no time 
to get her grip on the match 
by taking a 6-2 lead in the 
opening game.

Sindhu did not give up 
and used her long reach to 
great effect and came up 
with some aggressive cross-
court smashes to reduce the 
margin to 15-17.

But then, Okuhara came 
up with some really aggres-
sive net play which forced 
Sindhu to commit unforced 
errors and the Japanese 
pocketed four straight 
points to wrap up the first 
game in her favour. 

Sindhu came out all 
guns blazing in the sec-
ond game and showed ag-
gressive intent, along with 
delicate net play to race to 
a 5-1 lead.

But, some unforced er-
rors and wrong judgements 
from the Indian allowed 
the Japanese to pocket five 
straight points to alter the 

scoreline to 7-6 in her fa-
vour.

Both the players went 
neck-and-neck thereafter 
till 14 apiece when Oku-
hara once again upped the 
tempo of her game by a a 
few notches to take a 16-17 
lead over her opponent.

Sindhu, however, was 
in no mood to give up with-
out a fight as she once again 
used her long reach to pick 
up drop shots and came up 
with some fine cross-court 
smashes to level the scores 
at 18 apiece.

However, it was not be 
the Indian’s day and some 
bad line calls also marred 
Sindhu’s evening as Oku-
hara clinched three straight 
points to pocket the game 
and the title.

By virtue of this win, 
Okuhara has taken a 6-5 
head-to-head win-loss re-
cord over Sindhu. 

The last time the duo 
met at the All England 
Championships earlier this 
year, it was the Indian who 
prevailed over the Japa-
nese.

Cynn is now $8.8 million richer. 
Miles, a resident of Lake Mary, Florida, 
took home $5 million.

Cynn’s final king of clubs and jack 
of clubs was stronger than Miles’, who 
went all in with queen of clubs and 
eight of hearts. The community cards 
were king of hearts, king of diamonds, 
five of hearts, eight of diamonds and 
four of spades. Each of the nine play-
ers who made it to the final table was 
guaranteed at least $1 million. They 
represented the U.S., Australia, France 
and Ukraine.

The famed tournament this year 
drew 7,874 players who either risked 
$10,000 or earned a seat through satel-
lite competitions with lower buy-ins. 
The series as a whole has seen more 
than 120,200 entrants so far, and or-
ganizers believe the weekslong event 
in its 49th year could go down as the 
largest ever.

Miles and Cynn had dozens of 
supporters cheering them on in the 
ballroom hosting the event at the 
Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino near 
the Las Vegas Strip. The supporters 
sported T-shirts that read (hash)
TEAMMILES, Welcome to Cynn City 
and The Cynnaloa Cartel, playing 
with the name of the drug-trafficking 
organization Sinaloa Cartel.

Houston resident Michael Dyer 
was eliminated Saturday in third 
place. After busting out, Dyer said 
he might consider entering a couple 
more live tournaments, but feels more 
comfortable playing online.

‘’I wanted a little more, but it was 
pretty good. I can’t complain. Third 
place, that’s more than you can dream 
for when you start the tournament,’’ 
said Dyer, who won $3.75 million.

were sharing their experi-
ence in winning the sub-
junior football champion-
ship in Odisha during a 
reception function at All 
Manipur Football Associa-
tion (AMFA) in Imphal on 
Sunday.

The key functionaries 
of the AMFA including its 
president S Sanatomba 
and General Secrerary in 
charge Jyotimoy Roy at-
tended the reception func-
tion which was attended 
by the guardians of the 
young footballers.

J o i n t  s e c r e t a r y  L 
Nabachandra of AMFA 
speaking to this reporter 
said’ the winning of the 
coveted title by the state’s 
sub-junior team in the na-
tional championship is a 
new chapter in the football 
history of Manipur even 
though senior men and 
women have won many 
national titles in the past.

The advantage of sub-
junior team this time is 
because of having a pre-
plan lessons and practice 
sessions under their coach 
as per the requirements,’ 
he added.
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Novak Djokovic of Serbia holds the trophy after defeating Kevin Anderson of South Africa in the men's 
singles final match at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London on Sunday July 15.

AP/PTI

A steward runs after two people who invaded the pitch during the final match between France and 
Croatia at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Sunday, July 15.

AP/PTI

India's Vinesh Phogat shows her gold medal during the medal ceremony of WFS50kg wrestling at the 
Spanish Grand  Prix, in Spain on Sunday, July 15.

PTI

Gianni Infantino

A mock-up of the World Cup is seen at a shop in Souk Waqif in Doha, 
Qatar on July 13.

Newly signed Juventus striker Cristiano Ronaldo and his girlfriend Georgina Rodriguez arrive at Caselle 
airport in Turin ahead of the former Real Madrid player's unveiling.

Djokovic wins fourth 
Wimbledon title and 13th major

After Russia, World Cup 
focus now turns to Qatar

Anti-Kremlin protesters invade pitch during World Cup finalWrestler Vinesh clinches gold at Spanish Grand Prix

Ronaldo arrives in Turin ahead of Juventus unveilingEveryone fell in love with 
Russia during World 
Cup, says FIFA chief

London, July 15 (AFP): 
Novak Djokovic raced to a 
fourth Wimbledon title and 
13th career Grand Slam 
crown on Sunday when 
he defeated a battling but 
exhausted Kevin Anderson 
6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7/3).

Wo r l d  n u m b e r  2 1 
Djokovic added the 2018 
title to his wins in 2011, 2014 
and 2015 as he became the 
lowest-ranked champion 
since Goran Ivanisevic in 
2001.

It also took his Slam to-
tal to within one of Pete 
Sampras and just four be-
hind the 17 of Rafael Nad-
al who he defeated in the 
semi-finals.

Anderson, the eighth 
seed, was the first South 
African in the final in 97 
years and was bidding to 
become the first man from 
his country to be crowned 
Wimbledon champion.

However, he had spent 
21 hours on court getting 
to the final and that mara-
thon effort came back to 
haunt him at the worst pos-
sible time despite a late rally 
when he had five set points 
in the third set.

Victory was 31-year-old 
Djokovic's first at the majors 
since he completed the ca-
reer Grand Slam at Roland 
Garros in 2016.

It  also came just a 
month after he threatened 

to skip Wimbledon after a 
quarter-loss exit in Paris and 
with his ranking at its lowest 
in over a decade.

Weary Anderson had 
needed five sets and saved 
a match point to beat Roger 
Federer in the last-eight.

He then played six hours 
and 36 minutes to defeat 
John Isner in the semis in 

the second longest singles 
match ever played at a 
Grand Slam.

It was hardly surprising 
that he suffered a dramatic 
power failure in the first two 
sets against a player who he 
had defeated only once in 
six previous meetings and 
that was 10 years ago.

Having arrived in the 

final with 172 aces to his 
name, Anderson managed 
just 10 on Sunday.

He also failed to con-
vert any of his seven break 
points.
Sluggish Anderson
Anderson, sluggish in the 
30-degree heat having 
played 21 hours at the tour-
nament already, was broken 

Turin (Italy), July 15 (AFP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo has land-
ed in Turin ahead of his of-
ficial unveiling as Juventus' 
superstar summer sign-
ing on Monday afternoon, 
the Serie A champions an-
nounced on Sunday.

"Now arriving in Tu-
rin: @Cristiano!" the club 
wrote on its Twitter account, 
alongside a photo of Ronal-
do with his girlfriend Geor-
gina Rodriguez in front of 
the private jet that brought 
him to Italy at Turin's Ca-
selle airport.

Juventus then posted a 
video of the plane landing 
and the player disembark-
ing with his entourage be-
fore being whisked off by 
club officials in a car with 
blacked-out windows.

Ronaldo was expected 
to land in Italy on Monday 
morning after surprising 
the world and asking for a 
100 million-euro ($116 mil-
lion) move from European 
champions Real Madrid, 
with daily Repubblica re-
porting that as many as 
20,000 fans were expected 
to greet him at the airport.

However Ronaldo, who 
won four of the last five 

Champions Leagues with 
his former club, will now 
head for the Allianz Stadium 
for medicals on Monday be-
fore facing journalists' ques-
tions at a media conference 
scheduled for 1630 GMT.

There the five-time Bal-
lon d'Or winner will sign a 
four-year contract worth a 
reported 30 million euros a 
season in a deal that Italian 
media says will cost Juven-
tus a total of 350 million 
euros.

La Repubblica reports 
that Ronaldo will meet the 
team -- who have begun 
pre-season training -- on 
Monday afternoon, but will 
join them officially later in 
the month when they begin 
their summer tour of the 
United States.
Objective: Champions 
League 
Juventus are hoping that 
Ronaldo's arrival will push 
Juventus into world foot-
ball's big league.

Fresh from their sev-
enth Serie A title in as many 
years and four straight do-
mestic doubles, the "Old 
Lady" of Italian football has 
struggled to turn domestic 
dominance into European 

Moscow, July 15 (Reuters): 
Germany came out of its 
shell, South Africa exceeded 
expectations and Russia 
changed negative percep-
tions when they all hosted 
the World Cup but just what 
will unfold in four years' 
time when the tournament 
goes to Qatar is anyone's 
guess.

There is only one cer-
tainty -- it will be an event 
like no other.

The small gulf kingdom, 
which stretches only 180km 
from one end to the other, 
is unlike any previous host 
with little sporting tradition, 
a population of just over 2.5 
millions, has never played at 
the World Cup and is so hot 
in the customary mid-year 
window for the tournament 
that it has moved towards 
the end of the year.

But what oil-rich Qa-
tar does have is fabulous 
wealth, enough to persuade 
FIFA to allow them to host 
even though that selection 
process has since been 
clouded by allegations of 
bribery.

The first Arab country to 
host the event are planning 
eight new stadiums for the 
tournament, with one com-
pleted, two more due this 
year and the rest scheduled 
to be finished by 2021. None 
is more than 35km from the 
center of the capital Doha 
and all serviced by a brand 
new metro system.

on a double fault in the first 
game.

That set the tone and 
Djokovic broke again in the 
fifth game on his way to 
securing the opener.

The Serb conceded just 
three points on his serve.

In the first Wimbledon 
final featuring two players 
over 30, Anderson's chances 
looked slim when he called 
for treatment on his up-
per right arm during the 
changeover.

It was far from the spec-
tacle that the crowd and 
Royal Box -- which included 
the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, Prime Minister 
Theresa May as well as ac-
tors Hugh Grant and Bene-
dict Cumberbatch -- had 
anticipated.

The second set followed 
a familiar pattern, Djokovic 
breaking in the first and fifth 
games and fighting off the 
only break point he faced in 
the eighth game.

Late in the set, the ex-
hausted Anderson's total 
number of games played in 
his seven matches at Wim-
bledon set a new record for 
the most ever in one edition 
of the tournament.

Anderson battled in the 
third set where he had five 
sets but all were saved by 
Djokovic, who went to vic-
tory when the South African 
netted a return.

Furious construction 
has led to allegations of ex-
ploitation of migrant work-
ers building the new infra 
structure with human rights 
organizations condemn-
ing labor practices in the 
country.

"We are ready based 
on the path we have set," 
said Hassan Al Thawadi, 
the secretary-general of the 
Qatar 2022 organizing com-
mittee, in Moscow with a 
delegation of more than 100 
officials shadowing the Rus-
sians. FIFA have confirmed 
that the tournament will be 
hosted from Nov. 21-Dec. 
18, 2022, but whether it 
will be a 32-team event or 
expand to 48 remains to be 
decided.

"It will be a common 
decision taken between 
FIFA and Qatar and we are 
now studying the feasibility 
of expanding it to a 48-team 

World Cup. However, all 
preparations are on the ba-
sis of 32 teams," Al Thawadi 
added.

Changing the timing of 
the tournament will disrupt 
major league seasons and 
has set FIFA on a collision 
course with the powerful 
European clubs but the 
Qataris are seeking to put a 
positive spin on the change, 
claiming it could lead to 
more exciting soccer.

"Players will be mid-
season, not at the end of 
their seasons, at a time 
when they can be at their 
peak of their performance 
levels," Al Thawadi said.

Qatar will also relax laws 
on the consumption of al-
cohol, planning areas for 
visiting fans where alcohol 
can be consumed to ensure 
they replicate the party at-
mosphere of past tourna-
ments.

Moscow, July 15 (Reuters): 
The World Cup final be-
tween France and Croatia 
in Moscow was briefly inter-
rupted when three intrud-
ers affiliated to anti-Kremlin 
punk band Pussy Riot ran 
onto the pitch before being 
hauled off by stewards.

The pitch invaders, who 
were dressed in police-style 
outfits, were later detained 
by police, one of them told 
Reuters by telephone from 
a police station near Mos-
cow's Luzhniki stadium, 
venue for the match.

Three of Pussy Riot's 
original members were 
jailed in 2012 for staging 
a protest against Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
in a church and the group 
have since become a sym-
bol of anti-Kremlin direct 
action.

In the second half of the 
match, three people wear-
ing white shirts with police-
style epaulettes, black trou-
sers and police hats ran out 
onto the pitch from the area 
behind the French goal. A 
fourth person tried to run 
onto the pitch but was tack-

success.
Ronaldo meanwhile 

has scored 120 Champions 
League goals, more than 
anyone else in the history of 
the competition, and won 

four out of the last five edi-
tions with Real.

Juve haven't won the 
competition since 1996 but 
reached the final in 2015 
and 2017, where they were 

bested by Barcelona and 
Ronaldo's former club Real 
Madrid respectively.

M a s s i m i l i a n o  A l -
legri's side were effectively 
knocked out of the Cham-

Moscow, July 15 (IANS): 
FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino said on Sunday that 
he fell in love with Russia 
during the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup.

"Today I am a happy 
man… As far as I am con-
cerned, we all fell in love 
with Russia. And I am sure 
in four years we will fall in 
love with Qatar," Infantino 
said at a ceremony here, re-
ports Sputnik news agency.

He added that the World 
Cup had a profound effect 
on Russia and will influence 
Qatar as well.

"It is football. It is a pas-

sion. It is emotions. It is love. 
It is family. It is unity. These 
sentiments that we have 
felt here in Russia, we (now) 
transfer to Qatar. And I am 
sure that this incredibly en-
ergetic and positive impact 
that football had in Russia, 
it will have in Qatar in four 
years," he said.

During the symbolic 
ceremony at the Kremlin, 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin handed over the 
World Cup hosting duties to 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, whose 
country will welcome the 
tournament in 2020.

pions League by Ronaldo 
in the last two seasons, with 
the Portuguese scoring a 
brace in the 2017 final and 
slotting home the con-
troversial stoppage-time 
penalty that thwarted an 
incredible Juve comeback 
from three goals down and 
saw them exit at the quarter-
final stage.

That's without forget-
ting the double he bagged 
in the first leg as Madrid ran 
out 3-0 winners in Turin -- 
which included an incred-
ible scissor kick second that 
led to the Allianz Stadium 
rising to its feet in apprecia-
tion.

"I say this as a fan, 
Cristiano Ronaldo is an in-
credible signing," Juventus 
midfielder Claudio Marchi-
sio said on Instagram on 
Wednesday.

Analysts Banca IMI 
claim that "Juventus will 
benefit from increased tick-
et sales, which we estimate 
at an additional 5-7 million 
euros per season, and in 
general all brand-related 
activities", such as mer-
chandising, marketing and 
sponsorship on a scale that 
is difficult to estimate.

led on the sidelines.
The three people were 

able to run about 50 meters, 
dispersing in different direc-
tions, before stewards wear-
ing high-visibility jackets 
tackled them to the ground 
and then dragged them off 
the pitch.

The match was halted, 
but resumed about 25 sec-
onds later. A witness at the 

stadium said he had seen 
police escorting the pitch 
invaders out of the stadium 
grounds.

Olga Kurachyova, a 
member of Pussy Riot, told 
Reuters by telephone she 
was one of the pitch invad-
ers, and was being held 
at Luzhniki police station, 
near the stadium. She said 
she could not talk further 

because police were trying 
to take her mobile phone 
away from her.

Moscow police issued a 
statement saying that three 
young women and a young 
man had been detained af-
ter running out on the pitch 
during the final.

The pitch invasion was 
the first significant security 
lapse in the five-week tour-

Madrid, July 15 (IANS): India's Vinesh Pho-
gat clinched the gold medal at the Spanish 
Grand Prix wrestling tournament, thrashing 
Natasha Fox of Canada 10-0 in the final of 
the women's 50 kilogram freestyle category 
here on Sunday.

It was a cake walk for the Indian wrestler 
via technical superiority to clinch the gold 
medal.

The Canadian wrestler never looked in 
contention as Vinesh dominated proceed-

ings right from the start. The Indian built 
up a 10-0 lead in the first period itself, thus 
winning the bout by technical superiority.

"Very happy to win the Gold at the 
Spanish Grand Prix in Madrid today ?? A 
big thank you to @indiawfi, @Media_SAI, @
OGQ_India, coach Woller Akos, my physio-
therapist Chandani Parsania, and each and 
every one of you for your constant support 
and encouragement," Vinesh wrote on her 
Twitter handle.

nament that has won hosts 
Russia widespread praise 
for their good organization 
and efficiency.

In a post on the Pussy 
Riot Facebook page, the 
group said the pitch inva-
sion was intended to bring 
attention to what they said 
were human rights abuses 
in Russia.

They alluded to Oleg 
Sentsov, a Ukrainian film-
maker jailed for 20 years 
in 2015 after being found 
guilty of setting fire to two 
offices in Crimea, including 
one belonging to Russia’s 
ruling party, after Moscow 
annexed the territory from 
Ukraine.

In the Facebook post, 
Pussy Riot said their de-
mands included freeing 
political prisoners, freedom 
of speech on the internet, 
freedom to protest, and 
allowing political competi-
tion. Photographs of the 
pitch invasion indicated 
that the pitch invaders did 
not include the three Pussy 
Riot members who were 
jailed in 2012 for perform-
ing in the church.


