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From left to right: Croatia's Luka Modric and Kylian Mbappe of France will be spearheading their respective country's attempt to lift the World Cup on Sunday night. 
AP/PTI

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Scarlett Johansson quits trans 
role after LGBT backlash  |  P10

nation

Congress is a party for Muslim men 
— Modi  | P8

Croatia and France: One step from football immortality

Four of a family found 
dead in Dimapur 

Bihar set to get cheapest 
drinking water in world

Government to track down GST defaulters, warns Sushil Modi
Three children reported 
missing from Thilixu

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 192  | PAGES 12  ` 5/-      DIMAPUR, SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2018

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 14: Exactly 
a month into the Fifa 2018 
World Cup jamboree in Rus-
sia, we are finally down to 
the last two teams standing 
in the event – a mouth-wa-
tering encounter between 
a restraint but menacing 
France and Croatia, all tech-
nical brilliance and a stag-
gering strength of will and 
physical stamina.

This, in truth, was nev-
er the final predicted. But 
France is a team loaded 
with such attacking tal-
ent that it made possible 
a seemingly easy passage 
to the final without having 
had to shift to the next gear. 
At the Luzhniki Stadium in 
Moscow on Sunday night, 
make no mistake, they are 
the overwhelming favour-
ites.

Brimming with midfield 
talents, both the countries’ 
strength lies in the ability of 
their midfielders to dictate 
and control the tempo of 
the game. This is where 
and how stars like France’s 
N’Golo Kanté and Kylian 
Mbappé, and Croatia’s Luka 
Modric and Ivan Rakitic 
have put their stamp on this 
World Cup.

Sunday’s collision be-
tween the two nations 
would be the third all-Eu-
ropean final in the past four 
World Cups, and Croatia—a 
debutant at this stage—is 
the 13th nation to reach a 
World Cup final. 

From war to fairytale to 
cusp of history 
First up, the journey of ‘little’ 
Croatia – from the ‘90s Bal-
kan war to what has been 
billed as the greatest World 
Cup fairytale of all times. 
Croatia was formed when 
ethnic and religious con-
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Dimapur, July 14: Four members of a family from 
Morigaon Assam were found dead at their house at 
Khusiabill sector 3 in Dimapur on Sat. July 14 around 
9.45 in the morning. According to sources, a neigh-
bour saw the dead bodies lying on the floor in row.  

The deceased family members have been identi-
fied as Lalmia who was 35 years (father), the mother 
Ashia Begum (30 years ) and their two children Am-
razul Islam (12 years) and Rabiza Khatoon (13 years).

Lalmia was said to have been a daily wage earner. 
He along with his wife and children was found lying 
on the floor with froth in their mouths. 

It was reported that the family had bottle gourd 
for dinner as per traces in the kitchen. 

The cause of death could not be ascertained till 
filing of the report while police sources could not be 
reached for further details despite several attempts. 

According to sources, the family was living as ten-
ants on a plot of land.

According to sources from the District Hospital 
of Dimapur, samples collected from the scene have 
been sent to a forensic establishment in Kolkata. The 
cause can be ascertained only after the report reaches 
Dimapur, it was informed.     

Darbhanga/Patna, July 14 (IANS): 
An innovative cost-effective drinking 
water project in Bihar promises to 
lower the price of one-litre bottle to 
50 paise – the cheapest in the world.

The project — Sulabh Jal — was 
launched on Saturday in Darbhanga 
by Sulabh International. It will con-
vert contaminated pond water into 
safe drinking water. 

"Sulabh International, an organi-
sation that introduced the concept of 
'Sulabh Shauchalya' in the country 
decades ago from Bihar, today (Satur-
day) laid the foundation stone for an 
innovative project which will provide 
cheapest drinking water in the world 
costing only 50 Paisa per litre," said 
a statement from the social service 
organisation.

"Sulabh Jal will be made available 
through various stages of purifica-
tion. It can offer safe drinking water 
from any water body such as a river 
or a pond," it said.

Sulabh International founder 
Bindeshwar Pathak laid the founda-
tion for the project at Haribol Pond on 
Darbhanga Nagar Nigam premises.

"The project work will start soon. 
By December it will be functional," 
Pathak said.

Installation of the project would 
cost around Rs 20 lakh and it would 
have a capacity to produce 8,000 
litres of potable water per day at a 
nominal cost.

"Local people and NGOs are go-
ing to maintain it. It is a self-sustain-
able project with active participation 
of the community. It will also generate 
employment," he said.

The pilot project in three districts 
of North 24 Parganas, Murshidabad 
and Nadia in West Bengal had been 
jointly established three years ago 
by Sulabh and a French organisation 
and the trial run proved successful.

"This is first time in the world that 
we have succeeded in producing pure 
drinking water at a very nominal cost 
using this new technology and villag-
ers would directly benefit from it," 
said Pathak. 

Groundwater in many parts of 
Bihar bordering Nepal has been se-
verely affected by arsenic and other 
chemical contamination.

Bengaluru, July 14 (IANS): 
Using data analytics, the 
government would track 
down and penalise default-
ers of Goods and Services 
Tax (GST), said Group of 
Ministers (GoM) on GST 
Network ChairmanSushil 
Kumar Modi on Saturday.

"We will use data analyt-
ics to track GST tax default-
ers through its network, 
which has 360-degree view 
of online transactions to de-
tect discrepancies," Modi, 
the Bihar Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Finance Minister, 
told reporters after chairing 
the 9th meeting of the GoM 
here.

The GoM was set up in 

September 2017 to address 
the IT-related issues of the 
GSTN, operated by software 
vendor Infosys since the 
new tax regime was intro-
duced across the country on 
July 1, 2017.

Asserting that no dealer 
would be able to escape the 
indirect tax net on goods 
and services, Modi said the 
GST Network was so robust 
that they should not at-
tempt to dodge paying their 
dues to the government.

"Traders and dealers 
should not avoid or evade 
paying taxes that are due 
from them on their goods 
and services, as business 
intelligence software (third 

eye) will trace the defaulters 
easily," he said.

The GST Council, which 
will hold its next meeting in 
New Delhi on July 21, will 
also study recommenda-
tions of its law advisory 
committee, set up by the 
Union Finance Ministry to 
suggest changes for greater 
compliance.

"State-run departments 
handling large work con-
tracts will also be brought 
under the TDS (tax deduc-
tion scheme) from October 
1 in the first phase."

The committee has 
made about 100 recom-
mendations to amend the 
GST Act, including widen-

ing the threshold limit of 
the composition scheme, 
identify dealers for reverse 
change mechanism and 
distribution of cess on com-
pensation to states in the 
middle of five-year term.

In its report on Decem-
ber 17, the committee has 
advised the GST Council 
to enlarge the composition 
scheme and simply filing of 
returns, among other pro-
active measures to make 
traders comply with the 
new tax regime.

The panel also recom-
mended including service 
providers in the composi-
tion scheme and allow filing 
of summarised (GSTR-3B) 

returns.
Under the composition 

scheme, small traders or 
dealers will pay GST at a 
fixed rate turnover of less 
than Rs 1.5 crore.

"Among the recommen-
dations are to include serv-
ice providers in the compo-
sition," said an official.

Of the 1.2 crore dealers 
or traders registered with 
the GST across the country, 
17.66 lakh were under the 
composition scheme, while 
63.77 lakh migrated and 
48.62 lakh more have regis-
tered over the months.

The GoM chief said em-
phasis in the second year 
of implementing the GST 

regime would be on the 
simplified return form in a 
single page.

"The average revenue 
collection for 2017-18 was 
Rs 89,885 crore per month 
in spite of economic slow-
down and reduction in tax 
rates on 300 items," added 
Modi.

Besides Modi, other 
GoM members are Chat-
tisgarh Minister for Com-
mercial Taxes Amar Agar-
wal, Karnataka Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Krishna Byregowda, 
Kerala Finance Minister 
T.M. Thomas Issac and Te-
langana Finance Minister 
Etela Rajendar.

BJP says Amit Shah didn't speak on Ram temple
New Delhi, July 14 (IANS): The 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on 
Saturday denied that its President 
Amit Shah had made any state-
ment in a Hyderabad meeting on 
Ram temple in Ayodhya even as 
AIMIM chief Asaddudin Owaisi 
questioned him for speaking on 
the sensitive issue that is being 
decided by the Supreme Court.

"Yesterday in Telangana, BJP 
President Amit Shah did not 

make any statement on the issue 
of Ram mandir as being claimed 
in certain sections of the media. 
No such matter was even on the 
agenda," the BJP said in a tweet.

The Babri Masjid-Ram Janam-
bhoomi dispute is in the Supreme 
Court. All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen chief Owaisi on Satur-
day said it was better if the Ayod-
hya judgment came after the 2019 
general elections as it would influ-

ence the election outcome.
In a tweet he questioned 

Shah's speech in Hyderabad, ask-
ing him if he was "going to write 
the judgment when the Supreme 
Court is deciding the title dispute 
and whether Masjid is essential 
feature of Islam".

"It is better if the...judgment 
(is) given after parliamentary 
elections for free and fair (polls)," 
Owaisi said.

NE group resolves to oppose Citizenship (Amendment) Bill  
Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The ‘indigenous members 
of the North Eastern States Conclave of Human 
Rights and Civil Society Organisations’ on Satur-
day adopted six resolutions during a meeting in 
Dimapur. 

A press release from the Naga Peoples’ Move-
ment for Human Rights informed that the resolu-
tions include having a united stand and action at 
all fronts against forces that threaten the people, 
the land and their future; submit a memorandum 
to president of India and the chairman of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016; organise a sustained movement 
and hold simultaneous demonstration in all the 
sister states’ capitals of Northeast India against the 
proposed Bill to prevent its enactment in the Parlia-

ment; jointly hold a demonstration at Delhi; and 
form a Northeast coordination committee against 
the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill of 2016.

The following members, according to the 
NPMHR statement, were to ‘coordinate on all mat-
ters relating to the issue considered’: 
 1. Assam : AnupChetia
    : LachitBordoloi
 2. Twipra : PatalKanyaJamatia
     : NandalalJamatia
 3. Arunachal Pradesh : TageLapung
    : TadarTarish
 4. Manipur : LongjamRatankumar
     :   BishanjitLoitongbam
 5. Nagaland :   NeinguloKrome
     :   N Venuh
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Dimpaur, July 14:  Three minor children were reported 
missing from Thilixu village in block 5, in Dimapur, on 
July 14. They were stated to have left their home in the 
wee hours and their whereabouts was not known till 
the filing of this report.

The three children were identified as Savili (15), 
Nikito Kiho (13), and Kimikily (10).

A distraught Abel Kiho, guardian of the three miss-
ing children, told Eastern Mirror that all attempts to 
locate their whereabouts went futile, on July 14. He 
said that a missing report complaint has been filed 
with local childcare agency Child Helpline, and the 
Dimapur police.

The eldest among them, identified to be Savili 
was adopted by Abel Kiho, while the two siblings were 
children of his deceased brother. He has sought the 
assistance to finding them and relocating them to him.

In the past 24 hours, social media had been circu-
lating pictures of the two minors as having been spot-
ted in Kohima and Jalukie in Peren district.

Chelsea appoint Maurizio Sarri 
as new head coach  |  P11

Fifa World Cup 2018

Previous winners  

There have been 20 
finals, with Brazil the 
most successful country 
with five titles.

1930 - Uruguay
1934 - Italy
1938 - Italy
1950 - Uruguay
1954 - West Germany
1958 - Brazil
1962 - Brazil
1966 - England
1970 - Brazil
1974 - West Germany
1978 - Argentina
1982 - Italy
1986 - Argentina
1990 - West Germany
1994 - Brazil
1998 - France
2002 - Brazil
2006 - Italy
2010 - Spain
2014 – Germany

tradictions and tensions 
of the erstwhile Yugoslavia 
became untenable; it was 
more than 20 million peo-
ple, of three religions and 
three distinct ethnic groups 
i.e., the Serb, the Croat and 
the Bosnian. They had a 
long history of mutual hos-
tility in a country roughly 
the size of Uttar Pradesh 
in India. 

In 1991 Croatia declared 
independence. A bloody 
war followed and, as is the 

case tragically. Central to 
this story is Croatia’s little 
magician Luka Modric – 
the top contender for not 
just the Golden Ball in this 
World Cup but the Ballon 
d’or too. 

In the height of the war 
that was to carve up the 
then Yugoslavia, Serbian 
militia burned down Mo-
dric’s home, and murdered 
his grandfather and six of 
his relatives. His family had 
to live in a hotel where he 

learned football in a park-
ing lot. Mario Mandžukic, 
whose goal booked a place 
in the final game for his 
country, fled as a child to 
Germany to wait out the 
war.

With a population of 
4.17 million, Croatia is the 
second smallest country 
after Uruguay (which won 
the inaugural competition 
in 1930) with an estimated 
population of about 1.7 
million, to have reached a 

World Cup final, that acco-
lade goes to Uruguay. 

Ranked 20th in the 
current Fifa hierarchy, the 
current Croatia team are 
the lowest-ranked to ever 
reach a World Cup final; it 
is the 13th different nation 
to do so. Their best result 
was a third-placed finish 
in ’98 when they were de-
feated in the semi-finals 
by eventual champions 
France.  Some serendipity 
there.

To heal the searing scars 
of 2016 
Two years before this 
World Cup, the French had 
reached the final of their 
home European Champi-
onship in 2016 but despite 
being the strong favourites 
to beat Portugal, they fell 
short. Since then, the loss 
had haunted the nation. 

But it is the memo-
ries of that defeat that are 
driving the team and the 

country this time. The man 
leading the team, Didier 
Deschamps, is in his third 
tournament in charge and 
hoping to become only the 
third person to lift the trophy 
as a player and manager. His 
counterpart, Zlatko Dalic, 
has been Croatia’s manager 
for just nine months but is 
90 minutes from winning 
football's biggest prize and 
completing one of the more 
unlikely triumphs in World 
Cup history.

The feeling within the 
French camp this time is that 
the context could be differ-
ent. And they have in Kylian 
Mbappe the hottest proper-
ty in world football. With his 
Olympian pace, the teenager 
inspired fear among sea-
soned defenders this World 
Cup. If he performs well in 
the final game, Mbappe will 
be a serious rival to Modric’s 
claim as the best player of 
the tournament.

90 minutes on the clock
Most observers have re-
ferred to the 90 more min-
utes that Croatia has played 
compared to the French as 
the defining factor. For the 
Croats, the knockout round 
had represented an unprec-
edented grind, with inferior 
opponents (on paper) hav-
ing taken them to extra time 
in all three games.

This means Croatia 
now has played a full 90 
minutes more than France. 
Conversely, it may be ar-
gued that the Croats have 
been tested in a way the 
French have yet to be. In 
all the three examinations, 
Croatia have prevailed. That 
itself says something about 
something that cannot be 
said about, which is in true 
tradition of all great sporting 
fairytales. 

For Croatia, the path is 
clear. Beat the French and 
script the greatest fairy-
tale in World Cup history.        
Only top-tier countries—
the ones that develop tal-
ent and contend for titles 
consistently—have won 
the World Cup. No “golden 
generation” has ever done it. 
Croatia’s first such genera-
tion made the semis in ’98, 
but failed to qualify or get 
out of the group stage for 
20 years. This is the second, 
and this is their chance.

For the French — the 
favourites to lift the cup this 
time —it is their trophy to 
lose. This generation is no 
less golden than the Croats. 
History is littered with too 
many ‘golden generations’ 
who were never really golden. 

On Sunday night, we will 
have the confirmation. Over 
to Moscow then.   
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Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The 
governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya 
on the occasion of World Youth 
Skills Day called on the youth of 
Nagaland to empower themselves 
through skills development, so as 
to strengthen their capacity and 
help address the many challenges 
faced by the society, including 
unemployment, poverty, and de-
velopment. 

“We have five universities 
and 300 thousand graduates and 
our population is 20 lakh only. 
As such we are the educationally 
empowered state in the country,” 
the governor said. 

“India is proud that today with 
68% of our 125 crore population 
being youths, India is the young-
est country in the World. Youth is 
the backbone of a society,” Ach-
arya stated.

The governor said that United 

Nations declared 15th July as 
World Youth Skills Day to highlight 
at a global level, the importance 
of youth skills development with 
a goal to achieve better socio-
economic conditions for today’s 
youth and to address the chal-
lenges of unemployment and 
under employment. 

According to the United Na-
tions, Acharya said young people 
were almost three times more 
likely to be unemployed than 
adults and continuously exposed 
to lower quality of jobs, greater 
labour market inequalities, and 
longer and more insecure school-
to-work transitions. He therefore 
encouraged the youth to embrace 
work culture and be positive to-
wards entrepreneurship. 

Institutions should introduce 
skill based courses

The governor said that educa-

tional institutions should intro-
duce skill-based courses in their 
curriculum so that the school-
to-work transitions is minimised. 
He also mentioned that various 
government schemes and pro-
grammes to help students stand 
on their feet once their studies 
were completed. He insisted that 
institutions should make the stu-
dents know and understand the 
welfare schemes and programmes 
offered by the government.

Universities, students’ or-
ganisations, NGOs, all organ-
ised groups like self help groups 
(SHGs), ex-servicemen, scouts 
& guides, Red Cross Society can 
take up skill training with the co-
operation from Government Skill 
Development Department and 
train any youth and empower the 
society, Acharya suggested.

Stating that successful skills 

programmes link young people 
with opportunities to gain experi-
ence and jobs, the governor called 
on the government, academic 
institutions and youth organiza-
tions to scale-up action in area of 
skill development.  

Acharya maintained that 
‘there was no better investment 
than helping a young person to 
develop his or her abilities.’

“Let us remember that giving 
skill training to youth is not the 
end goal but to help them get 
necessary loan from ‘Mudra bank’ 
and motivate them to be Entre-
prenuers is the ultimate goal. 
‘Mudra bank’ with INR 12,000 
crore capital, our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister, Modiji has opened the 
flood gates to our skilled youth to 
become entrepreneurs and job 
givers and not job seekers,” the 
governor added.

Officials of the Chumoukedima Gorkha Union on the occasion of 204th Bhanu Jayanti anniversary in 
Chumukedima on July 13.

District Judge Inalo Zhimomi presiding over the National Lok Adalat in Mon District along with conciliators.

Principal and staff of JN Aier College, Xelhozhe village chairman and GB during the signing of MoU on July 13.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The residents 
of Chumoukedima Ward No. 8 have ex-
pressed anguish over the alleged mur-
der of its member Lila Khati from the 
Gorkha community. She was reported 
missing for some days until her body 
was found by youths and relatives on 
July 11.

The ward chairman, Sanilhu Salhü, 
and the GB Rokovitso Kuotsu, have tes-
tified Ms Lila as a peace-loving resident 
of the Ward, who also enjoyed good 

rapport with everyone around her in 
Medziphema. 

The residents have condemned the 
‘beastly act’ by unknown people and re-
quested the authority to nab and punish 
the culprits accordingly. The residents 
have assured to render helping hands 
to the authority in the investigation 
process to ensure that the culprits are 
identified and taken actions on them. It 
has further conveyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
More than 70 mithuns were 
treated for foot and mouth 
diseases, which broke out 
in Shiponger village under 
Tuensang district.

Following the outbreak 
of the disease, team from 
veterinary department in 

Shamator visited the vil-
lage and treated the af-
fected animals from June 
19 to 24.

The village council 
chairman, K Kiumehean, 
informed that a total of 70 
mithuns were treated suc-
cessfully, the press release 

received from the chair-
man of Shiponger Village 
Council informed.

Meanwhile, the coun-
cil has thanked the de-
partment particularly to 
P Showuba, senior vet-
erinary field assistant, for 
carrying out the task.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
The leader of the oppo-
sition, TR Zeliang, has 
mourned the demise of 
Ramongo Lotha,  who 
passed away on July 13 at 
Naga Hospital in Kohima.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Zeliang stated that 
Ramongo, who had served 
the government in various 
capacities and retired as 
commissioner and secre-
tary, was a man dedicated 
to the service of the peo-
ple. Describing him as 
a gentleman with more 
action and less words, Ze-

liang remembered him as 
a humble officer who was 
committed to his work and 
sincerely discharged what-
ever was assigned to him.

Zeliang lamented that 
his demise was a loss for 
the Lotha community in 
particular and the Na-
gas in general. He has 
conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved family and 
prayed that God would 
grant them peace and sol-
ace in their hour of grief. 
He has further prayed for 
the departed soul to rest 
in peace.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
Minister for Agriculture 
and Cooperation, G Kaito 
Aye has mourned the sud-
den demise of Asinlo Tep, 
deputy director of agricul-
ture, who passed away on 
July 7.

Kaito has described 
him as a sincere officer, 
who had served the depart-
ment with dedication in 
various capacities since his 
joining the department in 
the year 1991. He lamented 

that in his passing away, 
Nagas have lost a steadfast 
officer and added that the 
vacuum left by his demise 
would be hard to fill.

He has conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved 
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a n d 
prayed that the Almighty 
God would grant them 
strength in their hour time 
of grief.

He has further prayed 
for the departed soul rest to 
rest in eternal peace.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
The district task force meet-
ing on Measles-Rubella vac-
cination campaign was held 
in the deputy commissioner 
conference hall in Mon on 
July 14.

Cahring t he meeting, 
the deputy commissioner of 
Mon, K Thavaseelan, called 
on the stakeholders to sup-
port and to be a part on vac-
cination campaign which 
will begin from Oct. 3.

For the successful con-
duct of immunization in 
the district, DC requested 
to all the departments, 
communities, churches, 
NGOs and village coun-
cils to play a vital role for 

proper implementation 
and to reach out to the tar-
get age group of 9 months 
to 15 years. All parents and 
teachers are also requested 
to ensure their children to 
be vaccinated.

Dr. Danish Suhail from 
RRT World Health Organ-
ization said that India is 
co signatory to the goal of 
measles elimination and 
rubella / congenital rubella 
control by 2020. Measles is 
one of the leading causes 
of death among young chil-
dren even though a safe 
and cost-effective vaccine 
is available and Rubella is a 
contagious, generally mild 
viral infection that occurs 

most often in children and 
young adults. Rubella in-
fection in pregnant women 
may cause fatal death or 
congenital defects known 
as Congenital Rubella Syn-
drome (CRS), he said. He 
also spoke on implementa-
tion strategy of the cam-
paign. 

CMO Dr. Kechongol 
Sophie, in his wrap up 
notes said that there are 
two types of people - one 
is to read the history and 
the other is to make history 
and he urged all concern to 
be a part to make history 
which is in our doorsteps 
to eliminate Measles-Ru-
bella by 2020. 

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
G o r k h a  Un i o n  C h u -
moukedima has celebrat-
ed the 204th Bhanu Jayanti 
anniversary at Chumuke-
dima town hall on July 13.

Bhanu Bhatak Ach-
arya, popularly known as 
‘Adikabi,’ is remembered 
for his contributions to 
Nepali literature. He has 
many literary works to his 
credit including transla-
tion of the epic Ramayana 
from Sanskrit to Nepali 
and was the first poet to 
united all through Nepali 
language, the press release 
received here on Saturday 
informed. 

Presided over by BB 
Sewa, president of Chu-
mukedima Gorkha Un-
ion, the commemoration 
event was graced by the 
chairman of state co-
operative marketing and 
consumers’ federation 
(Marcofed), Dr. M Chuba 

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
Earth Friendly Generation 
(EGF) in collaboration with 
Youth Hostels Association 
of India (YHAI) will be or-
ganizing a state level semi-
nar on “promotion of youth 
hostelling movement in 
Nagaland’ on July 24 at St. 
Jospeh College, Jakhama. 

A press release issued 
by the project coordinator 
of EFG, informed that the 
national chairman of the 
YHAI, S Venkat Narayana  
along with Northeast co-
ordinator, YHAI and chair-
man, Youth for Integration, 
Tripura’ Bibhuti Deb Bar-
ma will attend the seminar 
as special guests. 

It also informed of a 
training programme on 
organic farming for NGOs, 
Vos, CBOs, govt dept etc., 
in Nagaland which is slated 
to be held on July 23 and 

24 in the State Institute of 
Rural Development (SIRD) 
conference hall, New Sec-
retariat in Kohima. 

The aim of the training 
is to make agriculture sus-
tainable, restore ecologi-
cal balance, improve soil 
quality, health promote 
indigenous crops and to 
‘end chemical farming, it 
infromed.

Founder and direc-
tor of Rural Community 
Development Centre So-
ciety (RCDCS) Diku Es-
alung and the founder and 
managing director of Rural 
Connect, Botoshe will be 
the resource persons and 
trainers. 

For any queries inter-
ested persons have been 
requestde to contact the 
assistant director of EFG, 
Khrieketoulie Metha at 
9856139219.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
The National Lok Adalat 
(NLA) benches constituted 
in ten district headquarters 
in Nagaland took up 949 
cases and disposed a total 
of 326 cases with a total set-
tlement amounting to INR 
2,47,68,521,00. 

According to a press re-
lease received here on Sat-
urday from the legal serv-
ice, the settlement amount 
includes fine money, bank 
recovery money, and com-
pensation money among 
others. The updates in-
formed that the disposed 
cases comprised of 39 cases 

which were presently pend-
ing in the courts at various 
levels, and 287 cases which 
were at the pre-litigation 
stages.

The Lok Adalat sittings 
were conducted within the 
premises of the District 
Court buildings, coordinat-
ed by District Legal Services 
Authorities (DLSA) in dif-
ferent sectors for amicable 
settlement of disputes and 
cases.

Prior to the commence-
ment of the Lok Adalat, 
DLSA organised awareness 
programmes, in which pub-
lic were encouraged and ap-

prised about the benefits of 
settling dispute through the 
Lok Adalat. Judicial officers 
acted as the presiding of-
ficers and the panel lawyers 
served as the conciliators 
along with the para legal 
volunteers as members. 
The proceedings were also 
conducted in local dialects 
for convenience of the un-
educated litigants without 
stressing on legal techni-
calities, the note added, it 
informed.

It also informed that the 
next National Lok Adalat 
is scheduled to be held on 
Sep. 8. 

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
JN Aier College has adopt-
ed Xelhozhe village on July 
13. This was done as per 
the directive given by the 
Government for adoption 

of village, informed a press 
release received here on 
Saturday. 

It  informed that a 
memorandum of under-
standing was formally 

signed by the principal 
and the programme of-
ficer of JN Aier College, 
NSS unit along with the GB 
and chairman of Xelhozhe 
village. 

Dimapur police nabs nine extortionists
Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
Dimapur police SOT par-
ty on July 7, apprehend-
ed one person namely 
Aghovi Aye (22 years) “SS 
Sectional Officer” NNC 
(NPGN, P/A- Purana Ba-
zar, Dimapur for collect-
ing illegal tax from busi-
ness community in the 
name of underground 
faction.

According to a press 
release received from Di-
mapur police, a sum of 
INR 320 and one mobile 
phone were recovered 
from his possession.

A case is said to have 
been registered at Sub-
Urban Police Station C/
No. 39/18 for further in-
vestigation.

On July 10, the Di-
mapur police Anti-Ex-
tortion Team (AET) has 
arrested one person 
namely Inahoto Sumi (34 
yrs) resident of Nuiland, 
while extorting illegal tax 
from vegetable vendors. 

Also, on July 11, the 
team apprehended two 
person namely Shigpong 
Yim (55 yrs), “Rajupeyu” 
NSCN (U) resident of 
B u r m a  C a m p ,  D i -
mapur and  Bovito Chi-
shi (42 yrs) “Rajupeyu” 
NSCN (U), resident of 

Kuhuboto, Dimapur, 
while distributing de-
mand slips to the shop-
keepers.

The police informed 
that information slips, 
house and shop tax 
slips,) cash amount of 
INR 4500, and assign-
ment letter in the name 
of GPRN / NSCN (U). 

On the same day, two 
more person namely 
Purne Sonar (30 yrs) of 
Butwal, Thamghal, cur-
rently residing at  Indus-
trial village in Dimapur 
and Asoba Imsong (29 
yrs) of Ao khel Mayemen 
colony Karbi Anglong 
in Assam, were appre-
hended by the AET for 
extorting money from 
truck drivers in the name 
of NSCN (R). 

On July 12, the team 
also apprehended one 
person namely Akai Aye 
(43 yrs) of Lama Bosti, 
Assam, while extorting 
money from business es-
tablishment at Duncan 
Bosti in Dimapur in the 
name of FGN. A sum of 
INR 1850 was recovered 
from his possession. 

On July 14, the Di-
mapur Police SOT party 
has apprehended one 
p e r s o n  n a m e l y  Ku -

mugha Chophy (29 yrs) 
of 4th Mile, Dimapur 
for illegal collection of 
tax in the name of un-
derground faction. Cash 
amount of INR 1750 and 
one mobile phone were 
seized from his posses-
sion. 

On the same say SOT 
party apprehended one 
person namely Toviho 
Yeptho (36 yrs) of Tsu-
komi under Zunheboto 
district for collecting il-
legal tax from business 
community in the name 
of NSCN (R). A sum of 
INR 6000 and a mobile 
phone were recovered 
from his possession. 

All the cases are said 
to have been registered 
in different police sta-
tions for further investi-
gation.
Two arrested for motor 
vehicle theft 

Dimapur Police on 
July 10 arrested two for 
motor vehicle theft on 
July 10.  The persons 
were identified as Anguvi 
(30 yrs), resident if Pa-
dumpukuri, and Kheka-
ho (28 yrs) of Niuland. A 
case is said to have been 
registered in Diphupar 
Police Station for further 
investigation.

Crime Beat

Ao as the speaker.
Many eminent person-

alities from Chumouke-
dima town including EAC 
Thejavizo Nakhro, Chair-
man Chumoukedima Vil-
lage Council Razavituo, 
head GB of Chumukedima 
town, representatives from 
and different organisa-

tions and schools students 
attended the programme.

The celebration was 
marked with recitations 
of poetry, cultural songs 
and dances, band dis-
play by various Gorkha 
artistes of Chumukedima.  
‘The Chronicles,’ the only 
Gorkha band in Dimapur 

was the guest band.
More than 400 Gorkha 

community members 
from different place at-
tended the programme.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dr. M Chuba Ao, 
lauded the Gorkha com-
munity for their initiative 
to celebrate Bhanu Jay-

anti in Chumukedima 
every year. He stated that 
Bhanu Bhakta Acharya 
had greatly contributed to 
language and society. He 
has exhorted the gathering 
to conserve culture and 
heritage.

BB Sewa has thanked 
all the members for mak-
ing the celebration a grand 
success. He congratulated 
to all the awardees and 
requested all the students 
and the youth to “be the 
pilot of their own lives” 
and steer themselves to 
success in life. 

HSLC, HSSLC and 
Graduation level students 
were felicitated with meri-
torious awarded for their 
outstanding perform-
ances. The programme 
concluded with the prize 
distribution for various 
competitions and band 
performances by ‘The 
Chronicles’ band.

For a better Dimapur

The Dimapur Sangtam community facilitated the Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) by organising a social 
work in cleaning Dimapur town on Sat. July 14. The social work was conducted under DMC project “A Better 
Dimapur.” About 250 people from Sangtam community residing in Dimapur participated in cleaning Dimapur 
from Clock Tower to DC court junction via Dhobinalla traffic point from 6 am to 9.30 am.   

 EM Images
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Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The All 
Nagaland College Students’ Union 
(ANCSU) today expressed serious 
concern over what it termed the 
state government selecting non-
indigenous people of Nagaland 
for undergoing the MBBS, BDS 
and other professional courses on 
state quota.   

A press release issued by the 
Ancsu Vice President& Chairman 
Grievances Committee, Benjong 
Longchar, stated that the Union 
had served numerous representa-
tions to the state government ‘not 
to allot seats under state reserved 
quota to the non-indigenous 
people of Nagaland for undergo-
ing MBBS, BDS and other profes-
sional courses’. 

It stated that the aspirants 
for undergoing the mentioned 
courses are increasing every year 
and therefore asserted that the 
state cannot afford to lose any seat 
depriving the genuine indigenous 

people of Nagaland.
In this regard, the release stat-

ed the Union, “in view of the NEET 
2018”, has appealed over and 
again to the Director of Technical 
Education to meticulously verify 
the documents of “doubtful can-
didates (non-indigenous)”. 

It also stated that the Union 
has appealed the chief minister, 
the minister for Higher and Tech-
nical Education, the minister for 
Health and Family welfare and the 
commissioner to intervene into 
the matter. 

In this connection, the release 
informed that ‘list of doubtful can-
didates’ was sent to the concerned 
district administration by the DTE 
and that the Union was hoping for 
a thorough verification of those 
doubtful candidates. 

“However to our utter dismay 
the District Administrations of 
some districts has not verified 
properly as appealed,” stated 

the release while adding that the 
“ANCSU is not satisfied/ con-
vinced by the verification done by 
the concerned district administra-
tions”.  In this regard, the ANCSU 
stated that it is aware of the district 
administration issuing “ST and In-
digenous certificates randomly to 
non-indigenous people of Naga-
land without proper verification 
of documents and not following 
the Govt. standing orders and of-
fice Memorandums for issuing ST 
and Indigenous certificates”.

Terming such random issu-
ance of the ‘ST and indigenous 
certificates’ to non-indigenous 
people of the state as a corrupt 
practice, the release stated that 
the ANCSU ‘has appealed to verify 
the documents of the doubtful 
candidates through the electoral 
voters list of 1963 and no seats 
should be allotted to those can-
didates before proper verification 
is done’. 

While demanding the author-
ity concerned to take the matter 
seriously as it concerns the fu-
ture generation of the Nagas, the 
ANCSU stated that it has learnt 
that the Commissioner Nagaland 
has directed the district adminis-
trations to re-verify the supported 
documents of those candidates

Warning that the Union shall 
initiate its own course of action if 
any seat is allotted to non indig-
enous people of Nagaland, the 
release stated that the “ANCSU 
shall not acknowledge any kind of 
manipulation or loopholes in the 
process of selection of candidates 
for undergoing the professional 
courses”. 

The Union also reminded 
‘non-indigenous candidates of 
NEET 2018 not to complicate 
in the process of selection, and 
added that if “any seat is allotted 
to non-indigenous candidate, the 
concerned shall be called back”.

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
A random sampling test of 
formalin content in fish-
es in and around Wokha 
district was conducted 
on  July 13 2018 by repre-
sentatives of Food Safety 
Nagaland led and district 
administration at Wokha 
district. 

Out of the six sam-
ples one tested positive 
for presence of forma-
lin which was collected 
from in and around Wokha 
district from various fish 
kiosks, informed a DIPR 
report. 

Earlier samples taken 
from the same area tested 
positive as per report from 
received from the State 

Public Health Laboratory. 
The contaminated fishes 
were seized for destruc-
tion. Around 14 kilograms 
of contaminated fishes 
tested positive were de-
stroyed the same day 
in presence of officials 
present District Admin-
istration, representatives 
of Food Safety Nagaland, 
Dy.Chief Medical Offic-
er Wokha, Media officer 
(CMO) office Wokha.

The inspection was led 
by Khrukutolu Veswuh, 
Food Analyst State Public 
Health Laboratory from 
Kohima comprising of 
five members team, Food 
security Officer Wokha, 
Pelerienuo Kehie, Dy.Chief 

Medical Officer Wokha,  Dr 
Zuben Kikon, Media of-
ficer (CMO) office Wokha 
and EAC HQ, Tumpen P 
Tsanglao. 

The team also visited 
Doyang the same day to 
collect samples from the 
fish depots. At Doyang 
six species of fishes were 
tested from the local fish 
storage where freezers 
containing ice were also 
tested but found to be 
negative.

 Further the authority 
concerned informed that 
if fish vendors want to sell 
fishes they are directed to 
obtain clearance certifi-
cates from the FSO Wokha, 
the DIPR report added. 

Dimapur, July 14(EMN): 
Minister for Urban Devel-
opment and  Municipal 
Affairs, Metsübo Jamir on 
Saturday took stock on 
the current sinking area 
at National Highway 29 
at Paramedical colony,  
Kohima.

A press released stated 

that the minister was ac-
companied by Imnatiba, 
Advisor, Industries and 
commerce during his 
spot inspection to get 
firsthand information 
about ongoing works at 
NH 2.

The minister request-
ed the NH department 

officials to execute the 
ongoing repairing works 
at the earliest to ease the 
commuters’ problems. 

He also offered to 
help the affected families 
in the area through his 
concerned department, 
according to the state-
ment .

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 14 
(EMN): A first of its kind- 
“Mokokchung Town Area 
Teens Meets 2018,” was 
organised by Mokokchung 
Compound Baptist Arogo 
(MCBA) on the theme, 
“Craving Niche” with Teka 
Imchen, Youth Coordina-
tor, ABAM as the special 
guest on July 14.

The special guest Im-
chen, speaking at the pro-
gramme, underscored that 
teenage stage is a time 
to explore and nurture 
the God’s gifted talents. 
He lamented that many 
teens have doubts about 
God’s perfect master plan 
for them in their life. He 
asserted that life itself is a 
gift from God and it is up 
to us to discover the gifts 
bestowed from the heaven 
and how do we use it to 
glorify His name. 

 While pointing out 
that teenage is the most 

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The Naga Scholars 
Association (NSA) held a special lecture on 
the “relevance of folk oral narratives in the 
contemporary times’ at JNU, New Delhi on 
July 13 2018. 

A press release issued by the NSA president 
Dr Zuchamo Yanthan and General Secretary, 
Dr Lungthuiyang Raimei informed that the talk 
was titled as ‘Folk Oral Narratives: its Relevance 
and Function in Contemporary Times’

The release informed that the speaker, 
Dr. Achinglu Kamei mentioned how oral folk 
narratives had ‘in the past dwelled in the mis-
conception of how it is about village life and 
not mainstream in content nor relevance and 
how this needs to be changed’.

while dwelling on how folklores was a tool 
for pedagogy and values within the commu-
nity, Dr Kamei threw some lights on how all 
cultures started with oral narratives including 

the famed classical texts of Homer and even 
Indian ones.   Dr. Kamei also shared about how 
folklore is an “important genre of traditional 
literature” and said that modern literature is 
born out of the traditional. 

She said that there was a phase when be-
cause of external exigencies of new faith and 
politics, the Nagas no longer believed in the 
goodness of their culture; however she assert-
ed that “We must begin from where we were” 
which in other words is to revive and connect 
with our folklore, which is vibrant and thriving 
even today in our drawing rooms. 

“It could be in the way we cook our food, 
the traditional weaves we fish out of our clos-
ets, the aphorisms and jokes we retell or in the 
new Naga writings that we see. Folk traditions 
still live and are very much real,” the release 
quoted Dr Kamei. 

while saying that folktales can be cat-

egorised as ‘moral tales, etiological tales and 
dilemma tales’, Dr Kamei emphasised on the 
need for insiders to preserve stories and leg-
ends about survival skill, endurance, ethic, and 
respect for nature and for humanity through 
the act of story writing. 

Dr.Achinglu was of the strong opinion that 
Nagas could build confidence in their own 
narratives and regain the self esteem that has 
been lost in long period of oppressive colo-
nial representation of their culture. She ended 
the lecture by encouraging the young Naga 
scholars to write their stories themselves and 
not to wait for others as it is when we write 
ourselves that our experiences and our stories 
can be best told. The talk ended with a very 
spirited discussion ‘on folk and the afterlives 
that continue’. The lecture ended with vote of 
thanks by Dr.Lungthuiyang Raimei, General 
Secretary, NSA.  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
The Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals 
(SPCA) along with the Vet-
erinary department, Di-
mapur conducted a ‘free 
anti-rabies vaccination 
camp’ for pets on Saturday 
at Aokong Community 
Hall and Indesen Com-
munity Hall in Dimapur. 

The camp was con-
ducted under the banner 
“safety for your pets and 
you.” More than 150 pets, 
mostly dogs, along with 
its owners participated 
in receiving the free vac-
cination. 

SPCA is a non-profit 
animal welfare organisa-
tion which aims to stop 
animal abuse around the 
world. It organises cam-
paign for animal welfare, 
assist in the prevention 
of cruelty to animal cases, 
rehabilitation, and finding 
homes for maltreated and 
unwanted animals that 
can be re-established into 
new homes.

The executive secre-
tary SPCA, Marian Rao, 
while speaking with East-
ern Mirror shared about 
how humans should be 
humane towards animals; 
as animals also need the 
same love and affection 

ANCSU against allotting MBBS, BDS 
seat to non-indigenous candidates 

Contaminated fish destroyed in Wokha 
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Residents of Indisen village in Dimapur with their dogs during an anti-rabies vaccination on Saturday.  

just like humans do as 
they feel the same pain as 
humans do. 

So to show affinity to-
wards animals, the society 
organised the free vaccina-
tion camp.

Rao also shared about 
the frailty of the SPCA so-
ciety. She said that it needs 
to have a proper land to 
step up infirmaries and 
animal shelters. “The state 
government, according to 
the law passed by the Su-

preme Court (SC), should 
provide an adequate land 
for the SPCA to set up 
infirmaries and animal 
shelters. So that once we 
build the shelter, we can 
start adopting animals and 
build a hospital for them,” 
she remarked.

“We have asked them 
so many times but we did 
not get any respond,” she 
confided.

On being asked about 
the financial stability of 

the SPCA society in Di-
mapur and how they are 
able to manage by giving 
free services and vacci-
nation, Rao answered by 
saying that the state gov-
ernment does not provide 
any financial assistance 
but rather it is from the 
contribution of individual 
funds and the assistance 
offered by Dimapur Veteri-
nary department.

Also, the vice president 
of SPCA, Dr. Joseph Lem-

tur while speaking with 
Eastern Mirror, shared the 
similar fate about its fi-
nancial instability and the 
need for the SPCA to have 
a separate land to have full 
functionary power.

“We are solely depend-
ent on individual contri-
bution. As per the direc-
tive of SC, all the districts 
should have one SPCA and 
to do that, we should have 
an animal shelter. 

That land should be 
provided by the govern-
ment,” he explained by 
asserting on the point that 
Nagaland has a different 
land holding system.

According to Dr. Lem-
tur, except for depart-
ments, the Nagaland gov-
ernment does not have 
a separate “readymade” 
governmental land for so-
ciety like the SPCA. “So we 
are in search of a suitable 
land,” he added.

The vice president 
complimented the Di-
mapur Veterinary depart-
ment for providing an 
office room for them in 
Burma Camp. 

He also shared about 
the positive feedbacks 
from the public by saying 
that the total enrolment 
for SPCA has exceeded 
100. 

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): 
The 12th NI Jamir Aca-
demic Excellence Award 
programme was held 
at Molu Ki, Kohima on 
July 14 2018 with Advi-
sor NIDC and Industries 
and Commerce, Imnatiba 
as the guest speaker. The 
NI Jamir Academic Ex-
cellence Award was pre-
sented to five meritori-
ous students namely who 
excelled in the declared 
HSLC examination 2018 
conducted by the Naga-
land Board of School Edu-
cation. 

The five students are 
Sangerbenla Tzudir (6th 
rank holder), Wangshiren-
la Longkumer (8th rank), 
Sentilong Walling (12th 
Rank), Yarenbenla, (17th 
rank) and Chubakatila 
Jamir (18th rank).  

a DIPR news informed 
that the guest speaker, ad-
visor for NIDC, Industries 
and Commerce Imnatiba 
in his address said that in 
our country there are still 
many schools with bad 
infrastructures and lack 
of good school teachers 
which includes our state 
and we need to improve 
these schools.

Recalling the edu-
cation history of the Ao 
region, he said that the 
American Baptist Church-
es bought the first educa-
tion which educated the 

Aos. 
These educated Aos 

were able to negotiate with 
the Indian armies and the 
higher authorities during 
the days of Plebiscite in 
our state by adopting the 
16 Point Agreement.

He described NI Jamir 
as the pioneer in educa-
tion amongst the Aos who 
was the first graduate, 
the first Headmaster in 
Middle English School, 
Mokokchung, the first IAS 
from Ongpangkong range 
and the first Chief Sec-
retary amongst the Aos. 
He also translated the I 
and II Chronicles of the 
Bible from English to Ao 
language. 

He said that so far 
47 students have been 
awarded the N.I Jamir Aca-
demic Excellence Award 
but hes said ‘we have no 
idea about their wherea-
bouts and in which track 
of future career they are 
in.’ So he encouraged the 
Union and the community 
to organise an orientation 
programme about careers 
to these students and also 
help develop their char-
acters so that they can 
contribute to the society.

Regarding educated 
unemployment problem 
he encouraged those un-
employed to take up that 
the schemes provided 
by the government to be 

self employed since our 
country is now becom-
ing industrialised which 
also has a huge potential 
in our state. He also said 
that “since Nagaland is 
very corrupted, we Naga 
people should develop the 
feeling of shame so that we 
feel ashamed and guilty of 
our wrong doing which 
can only change our state.” 

Former chief minis-
ter and governor Dr SC 
Jamir while exhorting 
the gathering stated that 
the younger generation 
should not forget the his-
tory and roots of the Naga 
people. 

He also called on the 
Aos not to forget their re-
sponsibility towards the 
betterment of Nagaland. 

Jamir questioned the 
future of Naga people if 
Nagas were blocked with 
corruption, arrogance, 
dishonesty, etc. 

 He said one should 
possess good character 
with honesty and chal-
lenged the youth to red-
edicated themselves and 
work for the betterment of 
Nagaland. Minister Urban 
Development and Mu-
nicipal Affairs, Metsubo 
Jamir, while speaking on 
behalf of NI Jamir’s fam-
ily congratulated all  suc-
cessfully  students in the 
recently conducted NBSE 
examination. 

crucial stage where many 
youths are tempted by 
worldly pleasures and 
drive away their talents 
on the wrong track, ABAM 
Youth Coordinator urged 
the teens to restrain from 
such sinister design temp-
tations and  to refine their 
talents for greater purpose.

The MCBA Youth Pro-
moter, Lanuzulu Long-
kumer, while highlighting 
about the meet, said that 

various programmes are 
been initiated in differ-
ent ways by every church, 
but this is one of a kind in 
Mokokchung where all the 
teens come to celebrate 
their teenage life, expose 
their talent and glorify God 
through their talents. 

He further added that 
the meet aims to give a 
platform to the teenag-
ers to showcase their tal-
ents beyond their ‘church 

boundary’ and also as an 
initiative to bring more 
closeness among ten town 
churches. 

“Meet will be held an-
nually every year and this 
is how we nurture and 
polish their talents,” Long-
kumer asserted.

In solo competition- 
Tiasola from Youth Min-
istry, Kumlong Baptist 
Church was adjudged the 
winner while Nungshiren-

la from Youth Ministry, 
Mokokchung Compound 
Baptist Church was de-
clared as the first runners-
up.

In music recital compe-
tition, the assemble band 
comprising of Insanok, 
Moasunep, Imkotong 
and Imkongmeren from 
Youth Ministry Mokokc-
hung Town Baptist Church 
was declared the winner 
while four members band  
consisting of Moasenla, 
Putusanen, Arenungla 
and Imtinenla from Youth 
Ministry, Sungokmen Bap-
tist Arogo bagged the first 
runner-up title. 

In Elocution compe-
tition: Imnajungla from 
Youth Ministry, Mokokc-
hung Compound Baptist 
Arogo was adjudged as 
the winner while Wangs-
hitemjen from Youth Min-
istry, Sungkomen Baptist 
Arogo was adjudged the 
runner-up.
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Imphal, July 14 (EMN): 
The nine day-long celebra-
tion of Kang Rath Jatra  
festival began with pomp 
and gaiety in Manipur 
on Saturday. The main 
events of the festival in-
clude the pulling of Kang, 
the traditional chariot and 
offering of flowers and 
fruits to Shree Shree Jag-
annath, Balabhadra, and 
Subhadra.

The pulling of Kang 
was held at Shree Shree 
Govindajee temple com-
plex here. A large number 
of devotees turned up in 
their traditional attires at 
the Palace Gate and tem-
ple to take part in the fes-
tival despite a downpour.

The ISKCON temple 
here also celebrated the 
festival by pulling a mini 
Kang along the Airport 
Road. ISKCON is also 
known colloquially as the 
hare krishna movement.

Generally the celebra-
tion of Kang festival in the 
state begins on the second 
day of Engen month of 
Manipuri lunar calendar 
and ends on the 10th day 
of the same month.

The state also celebrat-
ed Kang Chingba festi-

Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The 
Thadou Students’ Association, 
General Headquarters (TSA-
GHQ) in a press statement 
through its secretary, information 
and publicity Kamsanglen Singsit 
condemns in the strongest term 
the premeditated and savage 
terror attack at civilian residential 
houses at GamnomVeng, Ward 
Number 2 in Moreh.

Singsit stated that on July 13 
around 2 am assailants num-
bering about ten or more used 
sophisticated weapons including 
automatic rifles, lethod bombs 
and hand grenades to attack 
several homes including that of 
Thongminlun Haokip, Thong-
mang Touthang, Phalneng and 
several others. Many properties 
in the homes were destroyed 
in the attack in which over 100 
rounds of bullets were fired and 
lethod bombs and hand gre-
nades lobbed into the houses. 
The attackers also assaulted Mr 
M Paokhogin Haokip, Lambu, 
ADC Moreh. 

One of the family homes that 
came under severe attack was 
where Thongminlun Haokip, 
President of TSA Moreh block, his 
pregnant wife and two children 
both below five years old live.

The unprovoked firing and 
bombing lasted for more than 45 
minutes, but the security forces, 
Assam Rifles and Manipur Police, 
stationed only half a kilometer 

away from the scene, went to 
the spot only after the firing and 
bombing had stopped. Why were 
the security forces slow to neu-
tralise the assailants? Fortunately, 
despite the premeditated attack 
to inflict maximum casualty 
and deaths, there was no serious 
casualty. 

The armed militant group 
responsible for this horrible ter-
ror attack must clarify to the 
public the reason behind such 
devilish attack in the commu-
nity. The government must also 
clarify why they continue to allow 
armed groups to continue their 
criminal, anti-social and terror 
activities in the area.

For justice in the incident and 
for lasting peace and security 
in and around Moreh, the gov-
ernment authorities must take 
stringent punitive actions against 
the perpetrators, immediately 
arrest all those involved in the 
attack and the masterminds and 
bring them to justice and also 
remove them permanently from 
Moreh and its surroundings. 
The government must provide 
necessary assistance to the af-
fected anguished families, for 
the loss of properties in the at-
tacked and also provide trauma 
support to them. Otherwise, TSA 
will be forced to launch intense 
agitations until these actions are 
effectively taken up and justice 
delivered in a timely manner.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 14 (EMN): A 
student who secured the 4th 
position in High School Leav-
ing Certificate or class X board 
examination conducted by 
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion Manipur (BOSEM) this 
year was allegedly found scor-
ing more marks than the 1st 
position holder.

This came to light when 
an RTI application was filed 
due to doubt about the marks 
the student secured, secre-
tary general Shital Oinam 
of Democratic Students Al-
liance of Manipur (Desam) 
claimed. 

The 4th position holder 
student was Archana Hijam of 
Catholic School, Canchipur.

Subsequently it was found 
that 4 marks each were left to 
be given for Science and Eng-
lish subjects after analysing 
the answer script provide with 
the RTI along with experts 
and teachers following a com-
plaint, Shital told reporters 
here on Thursday.

 If the additional marks 
were to be added, Archana 
would have scored 4 marks 
higher than that of the 1st 
position holder.

It may be recalled that 
the 1st position holder of 
the Class X board examina-
tions secured a total mark of 
573 while Archana secured 
a total marks of 569 in all 
subjects when the result was 

declared on May 25. 
Nearly 27,126 out of 

37,351 students who wrote 
the exams were declared 
successful. Girls secured the 
top positions.

Demanding to award the 
pending marks to Archana, 
the student leader stated that 
the concerned officials in the 
examination section should 
all bear the responsibilities for 
this grave mistake.

Claiming that there have 
been many instances of error 
during the recent examina-
tion, Shital demanded re-
evaluation of the marks of 
first 25 position holders of 
matriculation examination 
2018.

Responding to the charg-
es, BOSEM secretary Akham 
Joykumar in a press confer-
ence on Friday said the re-
evaluation or re-examina-
tion was never conducted in 
the history of BOSEM even 
though re-scrutiny and pho-
tocopy of the answer script 
was provided under RTI.

Stating that the mark tab-
ulation process was done 
as per rules, Joykumar also 
admitted that Head Examiner 
and the other examiners and 
experts gives the marks even 
though BOSEM conducts the 
examination.

He also announced to 
constitute an enquiry com-
mittee to find out the details 
of the case for necessary steps.

Shillong, July 14 (IANS): Bangladeshi 
smugglers have become bolder after 
the Indian border guards started using 
pump-action guns instead of regular 
INSAS rifle along the border, Director 
General of Border Security Force K.K. 
Sharma said on Friday.

Sharma said the pump-action gun, 
which is a non-lethal weapon, is not 
used on India-Pakistan border.

“BSF is following the policy of non-
lethal weapons to reduce the killing of 
Bangladeshi nationals on the interna-
tional border. Whenever a Bangladeshi 
is killed on the border, the government 
in Bangladesh comes under tremen-
dous pressure. 

“That’s why, we have been asked by 
our government to reduce the number 

of killings of Bangladeshi nationals on 
the border,” the BSF chief told journal-
ists here in Meghalaya.

“Owing to this strategy, the Bang-
ladeshi smugglers has become bold 
and attacks on the BSF troopers have 
increased and roughly 150 BSF troopers 
are injured every year.

 Last year, we lost one officer and an-
other person in clashes with the Bang-
ladesh smugglers,” Sharma revealed.

Moreover, he said, no Bangladeshi 
smugglers have been killed but only 
Indian smugglers have been killed by 
the BSF.

Asked if non-lethal weapons are 
used in maintaining law and order 
situation in trouble-torn Srinagar, the 
BSF chief said: “Non-lethal weapons 

are used only at the Bangladesh border 
and not on the Jammu and Kashmir 
border. We are not in law and order duty 
in Kashmir valley.

“In Srinagar, if there is a law and 
order, BSF is not deployed ... it is the 
CRPF along with local police. At times 
if it is an encounter with the militants, 
the army also comes in but the BSF is 
not involved. However, I would not like 
to comment on the weapons used in 
Srinagar,” Sharma said.

Sharma said that the overall number 
of cattle smuggling to Bangladesh has 
come down in the last two to three 
years as a result of more deployment at 
crucial places and identification of vul-
nerable areas and better coordination 
with the local police.

“BSF is the last agency to try and 
stop the cattle smuggling. Cattle is col-
lected from all over the country and 
from the hinterland it is brought to the 
international border.

 In West Bengal, there are many cat-
tle ‘haats’ very close to the international 
border and consequently it comes very 
difficult to stop 100 per cent the inci-
dents of cattle smugglings.”

Noting that radicalisation of Islam 
is a worldwide phenomena, Sharma 
said: “The government of India is very 
conscious and alive to the situation and 
all necessary steps have been taken to 
counter radicalisation in India. 

BSF is prepared to deal with any 
misadventure from the other side of 
the border.”

Majuli, July 14 (IANS): Irked by 
the slow pace of implementation 
of Majuli protection project, As-
sam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal on Friday warned of 
taking legal action against err-
ing contractor organisation if 
they fail to complete the project 
within stipulated time frame.

Reviewing the progress of the 
project at Majuli on Friday ,the 
Chief Minister said the contrac-
tor organisation T.K. Engineering 
will have to face the music if they 
are unable to show satisfactory 
progress in executing the project.

The project -- which was 
allotted to T.K. Engineering on 
November 24 last year -- has a 

time frame of 18 months which 
will expire in May, 2019. The 
project entails 27 km long ero-
sion protection work for a total 
cost of INR 200 crore.

Saying that the protection of 
the river island is an emotional 
issue for the people of Assam as 
Majuli is the seat of the state’s 
Vaishnavite culture and heritage. 

Terming the project for Ma-
juli protection as the manifesta-
tion of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s commitment towards 
Assam, Sonowal urged the Brah-
maputra Board and the contrac-
tor organisation to work with 
dedication and sincerity in im-
plementing the project so that 

the people of the state can heave 
a sigh of relief.

The Chief Minister also 
said Tourism Minister Chan-
dan Brahma, who is in-charge 
minister for looking after the 
Majuli affairs, would again hold 
a review meeting next month 
for the project and if any lapse 
is found, legal action would be 
taken accordingly.

Chairman of the Brahmapu-
tra Board Rajiv Yadav informed 
that T.K. Engineering has already 
been penalised with a fine of INR 
1.6 crore for the delay in imple-
menting the project and in future 
too, such actions would be taken 
for slow pace of work. 

Agartala, July 14 (IANS): After Jet Airways, budget airline 
SpeiceJet has decided to suspend operations to Tripura capi-
tal Agartala from September 1, prompting the Chief Minister 
to seek intervention of the Union Civil Aviation Minister, an 
official said here on Saturday.

“Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb had requested Union 
Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu on Friday to intervene 
to have the airline retract its decision,” an official of Tripura 
Chief Minister’s secretariat said. Currently, IndiGo and Air 
India are two other airlines operating on the Agartala route. 
They operate direct flights between Agartala and Delhi, 
Kolkata, Guwahati, Imphal and Silchar.

The Agartala airport, which was last week renamed after 
Tripura’s last ruler Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya Ba-
hadur, is the second busiest in the northeast after Guwahati. 
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has started a INR 438 
crore project to upgrade the Agartala airport by providing 
world-class facilities, an AAI official said. The state govern-
ment has provided 72 acres to the AAI for construction of 
the new terminal building, runway and other infrastructure.

Guwahati, July 14 (PTI): Assam govern-
ment is committed towards providing 
quality health care to the people of the 
state and Atal Amrit Abhiyan has been a 
major move in this direction, state Health 
and Family Welfare Minister Pijush Haza-
rika said today.

Stating that nearly 1.6 crore people of 
the state have received health cards under 
this scheme, Hazarika said it is targeted to 
cover nearly 92 per cent of the total popu-
lation within the next six months.

Inaugurating a free mega health 
camp here under the aegis of Atal Amrit 
Abhiyan, he laid emphasis on the scheme 
covering nearly 60 hospitals across the 
country and about 4,600 patients from 
the state receiving quality health care 
since April last.

The minister congratulated the Asha 
workers present in the camp for their com-
mitment and contribution to the health 
care sector.

The free mega health camp was organ-
ised to register patients for health cards 
under the scheme and free health check-
up under different medical departments.

The participating hospitals in the 
camp were from Gurugran, Kolkata and 
Guwahati.

Atal Amrit Abhiyan provides compre-
hensive coverage and cashless medical 
treatment benefits upto INR 2 lakh to 
every individual from BPL and low income 
households across Assam for treatment 
of cardiovascular diseases, cancer, kidney 
diseases, neurological conditions, neona-
tal diseases and nurns.

EM Images

People gather for the Kang Rath Jatra  festivities in Manipur on Saturday. 
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

  ACROSS
  1. Blunder
  6. Large brown seaweed
  10. Red planet
  14. Mixture of metals
  15. Space agency
  16. Arabian sultanate
  17. Fixed gaze
  18. Singer ____ Clapton
  19. Spanish for “Life”
  20. Manager of a “tourist 

accomodation center”
  22. German for “King”
  24. Placed a golf ball
  25. Waldenses
  26. Fly a plane
  29. Barrels
  30. Loch ____ monster
  31. Personal care items
  37. Slants
  39. Transistor-Transistor Logic 

(microelectronics)
  40. Mexican agave
  41. Drowsy person
  44. Passport
  45. Marsh plant
  46. Frothy
  48. Uncertain
  52. Communism founder ____ 

Marx
  53. Revolving cylinder
  54. Armpit
  58. Concept
  59. Found on a face
  61. Minute hairlike structures
  62. Dutch cheese
  63. Great Lake
  64. Nipples
  65. Constellation near Cygnus
  66. Agreement
  67. Donkeys 
 
  DOWN
  1. Long, deep cut
  2. Singing range

  3. Level or even
  4. Small preliminary 

experience
  5. Small hole for a string to 

pass through
  6. Done to bread dough
  7. Be entitled to
  8. Large Scale Integration 

(microelectronics)
  9. Parcel
  10. Relocated
  11. An organic compound
  12. Half-diameters 
  13.  Catches or tears
  21. Encounter

  23. Expels
  25. Capital of Andorra, 

Andorra la _____
  26. Picnic insects
  27. Piece of transparent
         fabric
  28. Island
  29. Made fictitious financial 

transactions
  32. Distinct
  33. Competitions
  34. Egyptian goddess
  35. Where the sun rises
  36. Kill
  38. Extravagant outing

  42. Longed for
  43. Two units regarded as 

a pair
  47. Upright or lofty
  48. One of the archangels
  49. Simpleton
  50. Transparent
  51. Andes beast of burden
  52. Go to one’s knees
  54. United States 

Information Agency
  55. “Oh my!”
  56. Religious act
 57. Catholic ceremony
 60. Mineral-bearing rock
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val by holding religious 
rituals in the evenings at 
mandaps and community 
halls. The festival, which 
will conclude on July 22, 
also witnesses daily com-
munity feasts during the 
day and night at the local 
mandaps following tradi-
tional events.

Me a n w h i l e  C h i e f 
Minister N Biren Singh 
and others have greeted 

the people on the occa-
sion of the festival. Ma-
nipur Pradesh Congress 
Committee (I) president 
TN Haokip and former 
Deputy Chief Minister 
and senior congress MLA 
Gaikhangam besides In-
spector General Assam 
Rifles (South) Major Gen-
eral Virendra Singh and 
all Ranks of Assam Rifles 
extend warm wishes and 

sincere goodwill to the 
people of Manipur on the 
auspicious occasion of 
‘Kang’ festival and prays 
that the festival heralds an 
era of peace, progress and 
prosperity in the region 
and enhances the spirit of 
unity, cohesiveness and 
brotherhood amongst the 
friendly people of all the 
communities of the state 
of Manipur.
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Equity indices surge over 2% this 
week; Sensex touched new high 

Cost accountants should help reduce 
‘avoidable costs,’ fight gold plating

Mumbai, July 14 (IANS): 
Supportive global cues 
and a healthy start to the 
earnings season lifted the 
key Indian equity indi-
ces over 2 per cent in the 
week ended Friday, with 
the BSE Sensex setting 
fresh benchmarks and the 
NSE Nifty50 closing over 
the 11,000-mark.

On Thursday, the ba-
rometer 30-scrip Sensex 
touched a record high of 
36,699.53 points, only to 
surpass the level the very 
next day and set a fresh 
all-time high of 36,740.07 
points.

It had also set a new 
closing high of 36,548.41 
points on Thursday.

Globally, investors’ 
sentiments were strength-
ened after reports on 
Wednesday said China 
and the US may hold 
talks to resolve the ongo-
ing trade tensions. Easing 
crude oil prices was also 
welcomed by the markets.

However, in the do-
mestic market, weak 
macro-economic data 
released on Thursday 
trimmed the gains. 

Index-wise, the wider 
Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange closed the 

week’s trade at 11,018.90 
points -- up 246.25 points 
or 2.29 per cent -- from its 
previous week’s close.

The Sensex on BSE 
rose by 883.77 points or 
2.48 per cent to close at 
36,541.63 points on a 
weekly basis.

Market breadth, how-
ever, was negative in three 
out of the five trading ses-
sions of the week, said 
Deepak Jasani, head of 
Retail Research at HDFC 
Securities.

Prateek Jain, Director 
of Hem Securities said: 
“Traders and investors 
seem impressed by the 
healthy start to the earn-
ings season and easing 
crude oil prices. But to-
wards the fag end of the 
week, profit-booking set 
on concerns of macro in-
dicators.”

Retail inflation grew 5 
per cent in June to a five-
month high while indus-
trial production slowed 
down to 3.2 per cent in 
May on weak manufac-
turing sector output, Jain 
said.

According to Eq-
uity99’s Senior Research 
Analyst, Rahul Sharma: 
“The stock-specific action 

New Delhi, July 14 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind today said cost ac-
countants should help 
fight abberations of gold 
plating, while emphasising 
that they ensure products 
and services are delivered 
at a competitive price 
without compromising on 
quality.

They should also help 
improve processes and 
systems to reduce avoid-
able costs and “make each 
rupee that is invested go 
that much further”, Kovind 
said at a function here to 
mark the platinum jubilee 
celebrations of the Insti-
tute of Cost Accountants of 
India.

“It is for cost account-
ants to ensure that waste-
ful activities and costs in 
production are removed. 
It is for cost accountants to 
help fight the aberrations 
of gold plating that may 
sometimes appear on our 

business landscape,” he 
said.

All these steps would 
strengthen the national 
effort to establishing India 
as a low-cost and competi-
tive manufacturing hub for 
world-class products, he 
said.

Gold plating refers to 
inflating project costs due 
to avoidable expenses 
which are then sought to 
be passed on to the end-
users.

Kovind said that cost 
accountants are the best 
managers of the three Ms 
of a business organisa-
tion. “These are -- men and 
women who work there; 
the materials used as in-
puts; and the machines 
deployed for processing, 
fabrication and creation,” 
he added.

According to him, it 
would be the mandate of 
cost accountants to ensure 
that products and services 

are delivered at a competi-
tive price without compro-
mising the quality.

As the economy grows, 
the President said he ex-
pects the demand for cost 
accountants to rise very 
sharply, not only in the 
corporate sector but also in 
government organisations.

The institute has 
around 75,000 members.

Meanwhile, a not-for-
profit company, promoted 
by the cost accountants’ 
institute, has entered into 
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with Indian 
Railways to study its cost-
ing system and suggest re-
forms for greater efficiency.

“In the days ahead, this 
learning can be extended 
to other fields, including 
defence acquisitions and 
infrastructure building,” 
Kovind said.

He also urged the in-
stitute to help promote 
financial literacy among 

Coal India expects 322 mt 
from ongoing projects in FY19
Kolkata, July 14 (IANS): 
Coal India Ltd on Sat-
urday said as many as 
119 major ongoing coal 
projects are expected 
to contribute about 322 
million tonnes (mt) to its 
estimated production in 
the current fiscal.

Among ongoing 
projects, there are oper-
ating large projects like 
Kusmunda Opencast 
with 50 million tonnes a 
year (mty) and Gerva Ex-
pansion Project with 70 
mty capacity.

Out of 65 new projects 
with a targeted capac-
ity of 247.66 mty, which 
were indentified in 2014-
15, about 26 projects 
having ultimate capacity 

of 105.29 mty have been 
approved.

“119 major ongoing 
coal projects are under 
implementation.. .ex-
pected contribution of 
about 322 mt in FY2019 
(financial year 2019),” 
CIL said in a regulatory 
filing.

According to it, the 
contribution from the 
ongoing projects has 
been planned to reach a 
level of 378 mt in FY 2020.

“Out of these 65 fu-
ture projects, 26 projects 
having ultimate capacity 
of 105.29 mty have been 
approved,” the filing said.

The miner, which 
owned 369 mines with 
177 open cast, 174 un-

derground and 18 mixed 
mines, had produced 
around 567 mt of coal last 
financial year. Of which, 
536 mt was produced 
from open caste mines 
and underground mines 
contributed 31 mt.

CIL said it was oper-
ating 15 washeries and 
of which, there were 4 
non-coking coal ben-
eficiation facilities with 
throughput capacity 
of 16.22 mtpa (million 
tonnes per annum) and 
11 coking coal beneficia-
tion units with a capacity 
of 20.58 mtpa. 

Future programmes 
includes 18 new washer-
ies with a capacity 95.6 
mty, it added.

New Delhi, July 14 (PTI): 
Gold fell by Rs 25 to Rs 
31,090 per 10 gram in tan-
dem with a weak global 
trend and muted demand 
from local jewellers.

Silver too shed Rs 115 
to Rs 39,915 per kg on low 
offtake from industrial 
units and coin makers.

A weak overseas trend 
when metals’ prices slid to 
seven-month lows as the 
dollar rose to a two-week 
peak, buoyed by safe-haven 
purchases in the ongoing 
US-China trade war, influ-
enced the sentiment here.

Demand for the pre-
cious metals also waned on 
expectations of higher US 
interest rates.

Globally, gold fell 0.47 
per cent to USD 1,241 an 
ounce and silver by 0.88 per 
cent to USD 15.79 an ounce 
in New York yesterday.

Moreover, erosion in 
demand from local jewel-
lers and retailers at domes-

tic spot market fulled the 
downtrend, they said.

In the national capital, 
gold of 99.9 per cent and 
99.5 per cent purity fell by 
Rs 25 each to Rs 31,090 and 
Rs 30,940 per ten gram, re-

spectively. It had lost Rs 535 
in last four days.

Sovereign however held 
steady at Rs 24,800 per 
piece of eight gram.

In sync with gold, silver 
ready traded lower by Rs 

115 to Rs 39,915 per kg and 
weekly-based delivery by 
Rs 220 to Rs 39,045 per kg.

Silver coins however 
held steady at Rs 74,000 for 
buying and Rs 75,000 for 
selling of 100 pieces.

Gold drops on sluggish 
demand, weak global cues

National Sports University
Khuman Lampak, Imphal, Manipur

Government of India
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports

MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS
EXTENSION OF DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF 

APPLICATION FORM FOR UNDER GRADUATE 
& POST GRADUATE PROGRAMMES FOR 2018-19 

IN NATIONAL SPORTS UNIVERSITY (NSU) 
Reference is invited to Admission Notice for submission of 
application forms for Under Graduate and Post Graduate 
Programmes for the Academic Year 2018-19 in National 
Sports University (NSU), Manipur. 
Last date for submission of complete application form for 
above programmes has been extended from 15th July 2018 
to 21st July 2018. The complete application forms may be 
sent to Registrar, National Sports University on or before 
21st July 2018. 

Details of application forms and, prospectus are available on 
website of the Ministry, yas.nic.in.   

Davp 47116/11/0010/1819
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MAA TUTORIAL CENTRE
Upper P.R.Hill, Kohima.

(Opposite to Directorate of New & Renewable Energy)

PART TIME POST VACANCY
•	 Maths Tutor (To teach in class 7/8/9)                                                                            
•	 Qualification	:	(B.Sc/M.Sc)
•	 Salary	:	5000/-	(Negotiable)
•	 Few	seats	available	for	class	9/10.

(Good faculties available)
For	any	details	-	9402716946/9856162567. 

AFFIDAVIT 
Regd. No.1046/18    Date: 13.07.18

I, Shri. AKSHAY JAIN, S/o. Narendra Jain, Aged about 24 years, Resident 
of H.No.07, Golaghat Road, Opp. Aluminum Industry, Zakisatuo Colony, 
Dirnapur:	Nagaland	do	hereby	solemnly	affirm	and	declare	on	oath	as	follows:	
1.	That	I	am	a	bonafide	and	law	abiding	citizen	of	India	and	residing	at	the	

above mentioned address. 
2. That my name has been wrongly entered/ recorded as “Akshaya Jain” 

in my in Passport. 
3. That the actual and correct spelling of my name is “Akshay Jain” from 

now	on	I	will	use	this	name	in	all	my	official	document.	
4. That the name “Akshaya Jain”, and “Akshay Jain” are of the same and 

one person, i.e. Myself. 
5.	That	I	swear	this	affidavit	to	declare	that	the	name	“Akshaya Jain”, and 

“Akshay Jain” is of the same and one person and also to provide this 
document as a proof of evidence before the concerned authority. 

6. That the statements made from para 1 to 5 are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief and nothing materials is concealed therein. 

               DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me 13 day of July 2018. 
Y. P. GUPTA
NOTARY PUBLIC 

D-5730

K-1799

Online applications are invited for setting up of Micro enterprises under
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) of KVIC

Date of online application submission from: 16.07.2018 to 06.08.2018. 
Online application fill and hard copies submission after 06.08.2018 will 
not be entertained.

Issued by
Khadi & Village Industries Commission

(Ministry of MSME, Govt. of India)
State Office, Super Market Complex,

Dimapur-797112, Nagaland.
Phone/Fax: (03862) 226546

E-mail: sodidimapur.kvic@gov.in
kvicdimapur@yahoo.co.in

For online submission please visit www.kviconline.gov.in and 
www.kvic.org.in 
N.B: 
•	 Adhaar	Card	is	mandatory.	
•	 After	online	submission,	a	printed	copy	of	the	application	form	alongwith	

related documents may be submitted to respective district implementing 
agencies. i.e., KVIC/NKVIB/DIC. 

•	 Applicants	unit	falls	in	urban	areas	should	apply	under	DIC	only.	
•	 Applicants	from	rural	areas	under	KVIC	are	accepted	only	for	the	district	of	

Dimapur, Kohima and Kiphire. 
•	 Existing	units/units	already	availed	subsidy	under	any	other	scheme	of	

central and state governments are not eligible. 
•	 Exaggeration	in	the	cost	of	project	with	a	view	to	avail	higher	amount	of	

subsidy	shall	not	be	allowed.

For Details please contact: 
•	 Khadi	&	Village	Industries	Commission,	State	Office,	Super	Market	Complex,	

Dimapur. 
•	 Nagaland	Khadi	&	Village	Industries	Board,	Near	New	Secretariat	Complex,	

Kohima. 
•	 Directorate	of	Industries	&	Commerce,	Govt.	of	Nagaland,	Kohima	
•	 All	the	DICs	&	KVIBs	in	the	Districts.	

ADVERTISEMENT
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ANGAMI GAZETTED OFFICERS KROTHO
Raffle	Draw	Result:

List of Prize Winners:
 1st Prize  : 3874 (Mahindra Scorpio)
 2nd Prize  : 2058 (Mahindra Bolero)
	 3rd	Prize	 	 :	1579	(Maruti	Alto	800)

Consolation Prizes (Rs. 10,000.00 each)
 1. 1443 6. 2693
 2. 2006 7. 1097
 3. 2020 8. 2817
 4. 3841  9. 1531
 5. 1981 10.  3742

Most Picked Number:
 1. 2504  (Rs. 5,000.00)
 2. 0631  (Rs. 3,000.00)
 3. 3829  (Rs. 2000.00)
CONTACT  NO. 9774421583 KG-2666

continued last week with 
IT major TCS (Tata Con-
sultancy Services) beating 
market estimates, while 
IndusInd Bank was in line 
(with expectation).” 

On the currency front, 
rupee closed at 68.53, 
strengthening by 35 paise 
from its previous week’s 
close of 68.88 per green-
back.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors sold 
scrip worth Rs 1,801.65 
crore, while the domes-
tic institutional investors 
purchased stocks worth 
Rs 2,288.08 crore in the 
week bygone.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) divested Rs 
1,540.59 crore, or $224.27 
million from the equi-
ties segment on stock ex-

changes during the week 
ended on July 13.

Sector-wise, oil and 
gas, IT and capital goods 
ended on a positive note, 
while metals and auto 
were among the major 
losers, Jasani told IANS.

Scrip-wise, Reliance 
Industries gained the 
most on the Sensex and 
in a major development 
its market capitalisation 
(m-cap) crossed the $100 
billion mark this week.

On Friday, the m-cap 
of the company at closing 
was Rs 694,944.56 crore or 
$101.40 billion.

The top weekly Sensex 
gainers were Reliance 
Industries (up 12.31 per 
cent at Rs 1,096.75); Yes 
Bank (up 6.81 per cent at 
Rs 376.40); Wipro (up 6.73 
per cent at Rs 280.70); 
Hindustan Unilever 
(up 3.70 per cent at Rs 
1,741.15); and Bajaj Auto 
(up 3.66 per cent at Rs 
3,134 per share). 

women, particularly young 
women.

Minister of State for 
Corporate Affairs P P 
Chaudhary said cost ac-
countants should guide 
businesses towards light 
and truth so that they 
fulfil the expectations of 
stakeholders while “ab-
staining from unethical 
practices”.

“To remain a vibrant 
economy, it is important 
that cost in our economy 
remains competitive,” he 
said at the function.

India to be $10 trillion 
economy by 2030 — Garg
New Delhi, July 14 (PTI): 
The Indian economy is at 
a “take off” stage and is 
expected to be the world’s 
third largest by 2030 with 
GDP worth USD 10 tril-
lion, Economic Affairs 
Secretary Subhash Chan-
dra Garg said today.

“Good days are ahead 
and lot of good work is 
happening in the econ-
omy. The economy is on 
a stage of take off where 
Indians can legitimately 
hold their heads high,” 
he said here.

In the first 40 years of 
independence, the coun-
try hardly grew at 3.5 per 
cent, and today 7-8 per 
cent is the norm, Garg 
said at a function to mark 
the platinum jubilee cel-

ebrations of the Institute 
of Cost Accountants of 
India.

“By 2030, we can le-
gitimately expect to be a 
USD 10 trillion economy. 
That is the challenge. 
That is also the opportu-
nity,” he said.

“Eight per cent 
growth is very much 
achievable... If we keep 
that... we can look for-
ward to be an Indian 
economy of USD 10 tril-
lion which would be the 
third largest economy in 
the world,” Garg said.

His comments come 
on the heels of latest 
World Bank data showing 
that India has emerged 
as the sixth largest econ-
omy globally, surpassing 

France, in 2017.
In 2017, it became the 

sixth largest economy 
with a Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) of USD 
2.59 trillion, relegating 
France to the seventh 
position, according to 
the data.

“We expect the Indian 
economy to be a USD 1 
trillion digital economy 
by 2022 and going for-
ward... possibly by 2030, 
the digital economy 
would be half of the total 
economy,” Garg said.

India’s economy 
grew at a seven-quarter 
high of 7.7 per cent in 
the three months ended 
March, helped by higher 
government spending 
and investments.
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DAILY

PATH
When I was packing up to go home to London, my mother approached me with a gift—one of 

her rings I had long admired. Surprised, I asked, “What’s this for?” She replied, “I think you 
should enjoy it now. Why wait until I die? It doesn’t fit me anyway.” With a smile I received 

her unexpected gift, an early inheritance that brings me joy.
My mom gave me a material gift, but Jesus promises that His Father will give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask (Luke 11:13). If parents who are marred with sin can provide necessities (such as fish or eggs) 
for their children, how much more will our Father in heaven give to His children. Through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (John 16:13), we can experience hope, love, joy, and peace even in times of trouble—and we 
can share these gifts with others.

Growing up, we may have had parents who were unable to love and care for us fully. Or we may have 
had mothers and fathers who were shining examples of sacrificial love. Or our experience may have been 
somewhere in between. Whatever we’ve known with our earthly parents, we can hold onto the promise 
that our heavenly Father loves us unceasingly. He gave His children the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Heavenly Father, I’m amazed at Your love for me. Help me to dwell in Your presence 
this day, sharing Your love with those I meet.

The Best Gift
BIBLE READ:  LUKE 11:9–13  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Seek and you will find. 
~  Luke 11:9

Our Father gives good gifts.

How Do I Put My Faith in God?

Why Are Communication Skills Important For Students    

Haemorrhagic Stroke Highest in Northeastern States — Study

“Have a little faith,” people will 
say, but what does it mean?

If we look at the world, it tells 
us to believe WE can do it—to have 
faith in ourselves. This is contrary 
to what the Bible teaches, and the 
Bible is the source of our faith. Read 
Romans 10:17--faith comes by hear-
ing, hearing the word.

Father, I pray that the words you 
have given me are clear to the 

readers. I pray that anyone who 
wants to put their faith in you 

would understand the way to do 
that is to trust that your Word is 
true. I pray you would work in 

hearts that want to know you and 
that you would draw others to 

yourself. Help us know how to trust 
you. In Jesus’ precious name, I pray, 

Amen.

Sinners are redeemed.
The Bible teaches that God is the 
creator. He made everything, includ-
ing us. Read Psalms 139:13-16:

"For you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know 

that full well. My frame was not 
hidden from you when I was made 

in the secret place, when I was 
woven together in the depths of the 
earth. Your eyes saw my unformed 
body; all the days ordained for me 
were written in your book before 

one of them came to be."

God made us in secret. He knows 
everything about us, just like he 
knew everything about Adam and 
Eve. They were the first man and 
woman God created. Adam was 
made from the dust of the earth 
and Eve was made from Adam’s rib. 
(Genesis 2:7-23)

Even though God created man 
with no sin, man had a free will 
and he chose to sin. Then, God re-
deemed him. (Romans 5:18-19) 
Through Adam, all men were sin-
ners, but through Jesus Christ, we 
can become righteous. We just have 
to believe that Jesus is our sacrifice, 
shedding his blood on the cross for 
our sins.

First, we need to believe the Bi-

ble is true. Then, we need to trust in 
what it says. We put our faith in God 
by believing what God tells us in his 
Word.

God’s ways are perfect.
When something happens in our 
lives that we don’t understand, we 
need to remember God’s ways are 
perfect.

“As for God, his way is perfect: The 
LORD’s word is flawless; he shields 

all who take refuge in him." (2 
Samuel 22:31)

He doesn’t think like we think. In 
fact, he tells us in Isaiah 55:8-9 that 
his ways and even his thoughts are 
much higher than ours. Putting faith 
in God would mean we believe that 
even though things look tangled up, 
God is able to untangle them.

When tragic things happen, 
putting faith in God means we be-
lieve, no matter how bad things look, 
that God will work them together 
for good. (Romans 8:28) When God 
says he will work all things for good, 
there is no exception. Too often, we 
look at what we are experiencing 
and cannot fathom how it will work 
out, but that’s exactly when we need 
to place that situation into our Fa-
ther’s capable hands. They are the 
very hands that created the world 
and we can rest, knowing that he has 
things under control.

God is ever present.
There are times we will be tempted 
to feel alone. Maybe our loved one 
has died, and we don’t know how we 
will live without them, but God has 
promised he will never leave us.

"Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid or terrified because of 

them, for the LORD your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 

31:6)

Will we ever feel alone? Yes, there 
will be times we’ll feel as if we’re 
the only person in the world. That’s 
when we need to hold onto what 
is true, no matter how we feel. Our 
feelings are fickle. We can feel up 
one moment and down the next. We 
need to believe what God says, and 
he said he would never leave us.

When we find ourselves in trou-
ble of any kind, we can take a deep 
breath and thank God that he is 

right there with us. (Psalm 46:1) 
In this world full of technology, it’s 
wonderful to know we don’t have to 
text God and find out he’s not avail-
able or call him on the phone to 
find he’s stepped out. God is there 
24/7 and he encourages us to call 
on him whenever we need him. 
Putting our faith in God is going to 
him with whatever is on our minds. 
When my grandson, Charlie, was lit-
tle and he lost his McQueen car, we 
prayed about it. Why? Because it was 
important to him, it was important 
to me. If we feel this way about our 
children/grandchildren, how much 
more does God care about us?

God is all-knowing.
God is not stunned by our struggles 
or trials. We get a call from the doc-
tor with results from a test and we 
begin to panic, and we’re caught off-
guard. We start to worry about what 
the doctor said, wondering how we’ll 
manage with this illness. God is not 
surprised by any of it. He knows eve-
rything.

In the book of Job, God ques-
tioned Job because he acted as if he 
was equal to God:

“Where were you when I laid the 
earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you 
understand. Who marked off its 

dimensions? Surely you know! Who 
stretched a measuring line across 

it?  On what were its footings set, or 
who laid its cornerstone— while the 

morning stars sang together and 
all the angels shouted for joy?" (Job 

38:4-7) 

Of course, the answers to all 
God’s questions to Job were the 
same: “No.” Job was not there when 
God laid the foundations of the 
world, nor was he there to help God. 
God didn’t need anyone’s help. Not 
only is he all-knowing, he is all-suf-
ficient.

God will provide.
I love it when God talks about the 
birds in the air in Luke 12:7:

"Indeed, the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; 

you are worth more than many 
sparrows."

God also mentions our very hairs 
are numbered — but he doesn’t stop 
there. He also talks about the flowers 

in the field. Read Luke 12:27-28:

“Consider how the wild flowers 
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet 
I tell you, not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one 
of these. If that is how God clothes 
the grass of the field, which is here 

today, and tomorrow is thrown into 
the fire, how much more will he 
clothe you—you of little faith!"

Have you seen some of the beau-
tiful flowers God has made? It’s all 
God’s doing.

One of God’s names is Jehovah 
Jireh, which means the Lord will 
provide — not the Lord might pro-
vide, or the Lord could provide. 
Putting faith in God might look like 
you obeying what God asks you to 
do and even when it feels like you 
won’t have enough money, trusting 
that God will provide for your needs.

We needed new windows, but 
we did not have the money. God let 
us find out about an organization 
who helps veterans. This organiza-
tion provided a new garage roof for 
us. Then, a couple of weeks later, 
they contacted us and told us they 
were coming over. When they got 
here, they had a company with them 
which provided new windows. God 
knew what we needed, just like the 
loving Father he is.

God doesn’t waste anything.
When I taught Sunday School to 
Kindergarteners, I shared the story 
of Jesus feeding the 5000. He took 
the lunch of one little boy, five loaves 
and two fishes, and fed 5000 men, 
women, and children. When they 
were done eating, Jesus instructed 
his disciples to gather up the re-
mains which filled 12 baskets!

“When they had all had enough to 
eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather 

the pieces that are left over. Let 
nothing be wasted.”  

(John 6:12)

God whispered to me, “See, I 
don’t waste anything.”

Are you going through a difficult 
time right now? Have you experi-
enced things you don’t understand? 
Let me just tell you, God doesn’t 
waste anything. He has a purpose 
in the things he allows. While it may 
not make much sense to you right 
now, one day it will.

No good thing will he withhold.
Maybe you’re continually praying 
but getting no answers. Perhaps 
the thing you’re asking for is a good 
thing, something that would benefit 
you and your family. Still, the an-
swer is not forthcoming. What does 
it look like to have faith in this situa-
tion? Read Psalm 84:11:

“For the LORD God is a sun and 
shield; the LORD bestows favor 

and honor; no good thing does he 
withhold from those whose walk is 

blameless.”

As you keep reading God’s Word, 
your faith will grow and when things 
in your life happen and you don’t un-
derstand, you’ll still put your faith in 
God. When God doesn’t answer your 
prayers, instead of being upset, you 
will come to realize what you prayed 
for must not have been good for you. 
If it were, God would not withhold it.

For years, we did not know what 
happened to my sister. Her husband 
told us she walked out, but we never 
believed it. She loved her three lit-
tle boys; she never would have left 
them. We prayed and prayed but 
didn’t receive the answer to our 
many questions. Then, through a se-
ries of events, God let us know that 
Peggy was the victim of domestic 
violence. Why didn’t we know that 
for years? It was not the right time. 
After you walk with God and learn 
his character, you will come to an 
understanding that God is always 
looking out for our best interests.

God forgives and forgets.
Maybe it’s easier for you to believe 
God for other people, but you strug-
gle when it comes to you. You know 
that Jesus died for your sins and 
you’ve trusted in his sacrifice. Al-
though you’ve tried, you just cannot 

forgive yourself. Instead of freedom, 
you carry a heavy load of guilt. What 
would it look like to have faith in 
God about this?

In Romans 8:1, God explains 
there is no condemnation to those 
who have trusted Christ. God is not 
holding you accountable for the sin 
you are holding onto. In fact, the Bi-
ble says that Jesus is our intercessor. 
When the accuser, Satan, tries mak-
ing us feel guilty, Jesus tells God, “Fa-
ther, he/she believes in me.”

The promise God gives us is He-
brews 8:12. God says he will remem-
ber our sins no more.

It’s not how much faith we have.
Have you seen people who seem to 
have so much faith? They pray about 
things and soon, they see answers to 
their prayers. Then, there are others 
who pray and pray for months, may-
be years, without receiving answers. 
What makes them keep trusting? 
Why doesn’t their faith wither? It’s 
because they have taken their faith, 
no matter how small it was, and 
placed it in the right source.

Having faith in God is believing 
that God will accomplish what he 
says he will.

“God is not human, that he should 
lie, not a human being, that he 

should change his mind. Does he 
speak and then not act? Does he 

promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 
23:19)

Having faith is believing God 
doesn’t lie. Have you ever seen the 
faith of a child? That’s the kind of 
faith God honors—a faith that be-
lieves God can do anything. How do 
we acquire that faith? We acquire it by 
deciding to trust God—one decision 
at a time. Each time I make that deci-
sion, God gives me rest, just like this 
song, Rest in You by Nathan Peterson.

C
ommunication plays a vital role in 
our life. There are various reasons 
why communication skills are 
important for students. Commu-

nication skills help students in their study, 
to secure an interview, to advance in their 
career, to do their job well and of course for 
social networking etc. Communication can 
be categorised into three basic type namely 
(i) verbal communication (ii) written com-
munication (iii)Non-verbal. 

Verbal communication in business 
takes place over the phone or in person. 
The Medium of the message is of oral in 
which you listen to a person to understand 
their meaning and the message. Verbally, 
we all communicate. But how effective do 
we communicate? Effective communica-
tion takes place only if we speak clearly with 
correct pronunciation, and by listening ac-
tively. The English Language is now the Glo-
bal Language in its true sense. English is a 

dynamic language and is always evolving 
in terms of increasing the lexical resources 
and their usages. Every Language has a set 
of sounds and these sounds exist in some 
relationship with each other. English be-
ing a Non-Phonetic language, it is not al-
ways pronouncing the way it is spelled or 
written. Therefore the art of mastering the 
language is not easy. During our school 
days we didn’t get a chance to learn about 
different sound sets. For example we learn 
in English there are 26 letters, 21 conso-
nants and 5 vowel (letter "y" being the spe-
cial vowel as it mostly takes the form of 'E 
'vowel sound when we pronounce). But we 
grew up without learning vowel and con-
sonantal sounds. Therefore when we com-
municate or speak in English we speak ,but 
without proper pronunciation, stress, ar-
ticulation and intonation(music in speech).
For instance Bill Clinton speaks Hindi in 
American Accent and I speak English in 
Sumi Accent(First language Influence /
Mother Tongue influence).Tough English 

is the official Language of our State it is the 
fourth language that we are learning. First 
being your Mother Tongue, second will be 
Nagamese, Third is Hindi and the fourth 
is English .Suppose if we ask the President 
of America to speak Sumi Language it will 
be very difficult for him to speak but if we 
train him he may as well be able to speak 
a little but it will sound very choppy and 
funny when we listen to his speech. Simi-
larly when a native English speaker hear 
us speaking in English he may as well feel 
funny(may not laugh at our face tough) 
because of incorrect pronunciation, into-
nation and sentence construction. It is im-
portant that we learn different sound sets, 
rise and fall in pitch, breaking the word into 
syllable by identifying the vowel sound, 
knowing which syllable to stress inorder to 
reduce First language influence when we 
speak in English. Therefore the attempt is 
to neutralise the accent by learning differ-
ent sound sets in English and not trying 
to speak in  American or British accent(no 

harm in learning) because unless you and I 
are born and raised up from there no mat-
ter how much you try, you will never sound 
like them rather you would sound "fake".

Secondly, in contrast to verbal commu-
nication, written communication is printed 
messages. Example of written communi-
cations includes writing proposal, e-mails, 
letters and operating policies. Verbal com-
munication takes place in real time whereas 
written communication occurs at different 
times. Sender can write a message and the 
receiver can read it anytime .A written com-
munication can be read by one -to - many 
as opposed to one-to -one verbal conversa-
tion. There are exceptions of course .con-
ference calls and speeches are oral one-to 
-many communications and e-mails may 
have only one or more recipient.

Another form of communication is 
Non-Verbal. What you say is a vital part of 
communication but what you don't say 
can even be more important .Researchers 
says that 55 % of in -person communica-

tion comes from Non-verbal like Facial 
expressions, Eye Gaze, Gestures, Body lan-
guage and postures, appearance etc. Non 
verbal cues can also affect whether you get 
a job offer in an interview .A change in fa-
cial expression can change our emotional 
state. To be an effective communicator we 
need to align our body Language, appear-
ance and tone with the words we're trying 
to convey. The then US President Barack 
Obama is one living example of an effective 
communicator of our time.

Nagaland will very soon like the rest of 
the world start communicating with clients 
by text, audio, video conferencing in the job 
and even in schools. This is why students 
need to improve their communication 
skills while they are in school and college. 
So later in their career and life, communica-
tion problem will not stand as an impedi-
ment in achieving their desired goals.

(He can be contacted at 
activelearnersdmr@gmail.com)

O
ne in three people, be-
tween 30-69 years, living 
in India's northeastern 
states, suffered premature 

deaths due to haemorrhagic stroke 
in 2015, and were about three times 
higher than the national average, 
alarming research, led by one of an 
Indian-origin, has found.

Hypertension is the primary risk 
factor for haemorrhagic stroke and 
consumption of excessive salt could 
be one of the reasons. 

According to the study, high 

blood pressure, inadequate stroke 
care and novel risk factors such 
as endemic infections might have 
played a role in increased mortality 
rates in these regions, representing a 
sixth of the country's population. 

The study, published in The 
Lancet Global Health, showed that 
cardiovascular diseases, comprising 
mostly ischaemic heart disease and 
stroke, accounted for more than 2.1 
million deaths in India in 2015 at all 
ages, or more than a quarter of all 
deaths. 

"The finding that cardiac disease 
rose nationally in India and that 
stroke rose in some states was sur-
prising," said Prabhat Jha, Profes-
sor at the University of Toronto, in 
Canada. 

"The study also unearthed an 
important fact for prevention of 
death due to cardiovascular diseas-
es. Most deaths were among peo-
ple with previously known cardiac 
disease, and at least half were not 
taking any regular medications," he 
added.

For the research, the team ex-
amined 472,113 deaths of individu-
als older than 15 years from 2001 to 
2013, including 111,977 deaths due 
to cardiovascular disease -- 68,904 
adult men (61.5 per cent) and 43,073 
women (38.5 per cent).

High-burden states for male 
stroke deaths were Assam, West 
Bengal, Chhattisgarh, and the 
northeastern states (Sikkim, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Tripura, and Meghalaya), 
and high-burden states for female 

stroke deaths were Assam, West 
Bengal, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and 
the northeastern states.

At ages 30-69 years, of the 1.3 
million cardiovascular deaths, 0.9 
million (68.4 per cent) were caused 
by ischaemic heart disease and 0.4 
million (28 per cent) by stroke. 

Moreover, in less than two 
decades, ischaemic heart disease 
mortality in rural India has surged 
and surpassed that of urban areas, 
whereas stroke mortality has di-
verged across geographical areas. 

As per World Health Organiza-
tion estimates, India accounts for 
just over a fifth of cardiovascular dis-
ease deaths worldwide, where heart 
disease develops a decade earlier 
in life compared with high-income 
countries.

Without progress in India against 
cardiovascular diseases, the Sustain-
able Development Goals to reduce 
cardiovascular disease and non-com-
municable disease mortality by 2030 
will be difficult to achieve, Jha said.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today, Aries, you 
could receive an affectionate, supportive 
letter or phone call from someone close to 
you. Communications with others should go 

smoothly, and intelligent conversations could well take 
place. A favorite author, musician, or actor could release 
a new book, album, or movie that you’ll want to jump on 
right away. Or you might want to try your hand at such 
enterprises yourself. You do have the talent.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your financial 
affairs could look especially rosy now, Tau-
rus. Some benefits are definitely coming 
your way, although everything isn’t quite as 

promising as it seems. You could well find yourself with 
less than you were hoping for. Think of whatever gain 
may be coming as something extra, but don’t count on 
it. That way, whatever comes will be a welcome bonus 
rather than an irritating disappointment.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You should be hap-
pier than usual with what you see in the mirror, 
Gemini, because your inner beauty is more vis-
ible than usual. You could also feel especially 

sociable. Both old friends and new should find your com-
pany especially congenial. Romance blossoms, although 
there’s a slight tendency today to see partners through 
rose-colored glasses. Hang onto your common sense, but 
not too tightly. Days like this don’t come around that often!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you might 
find yourself more inclined than usual to ac-
tively explore your interests in the arts, Can-
cer. You might want to stroll through an art 

gallery or attend a concert or play. Your interest could be 
in the motivations of the artists as much as the works 
themselves. Don’t be surprised if you’re especially drawn 
to the more tormented great artists like Beethoven or 
Van Gogh.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A female friend you 
haven’t seen for a while could surprise you 
with a call or visit. A lot of interesting news 
and useful information could be exchanged 

that benefits both of you. You may make a number of 
short journeys throughout the day, Leo, as you have a 
lot that needs doing. A small increase in income could 
also be in the works. In the evening, rent a romantic 
video.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): With the current 
aspects at play, Virgo, you could find that 
the hard work you’ve done in the past finally 
brings financial rewards. This will make you 

very happy, but don’t get carried away and go on a 
spending spree! Treat yourself a little. Celebrate with 
a friend. Take care to exercise a little good sense. You 
don’t want to buy too much and have to take a lot of it 
back to the store.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today, Libra, you 
might find yourself thinking longingly of 
exotic lands and possibly traveling to them. 
You could also wonder about the people 

who live in those countries. Romantic daydreams may 
distract you from your day-to-day business, so it’s im-
portant to stay focused. Read travel books, rent travel 
videos, and call up agencies if you’re serious about 
going away. In the meantime, you still have to get 
through each day.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A small sum 
of money could come your way today, 
Scorpio. It could be that someone pays you 
what’s owed you, or you could win a small 

amount in a lottery. You might find a $20 bill lying in 
the street! Sex and romance are very much on your 
mind. If you can’t get together with a partner this eve-
ning, you might curl up with a steamy novel or watch 
a romantic video.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your ro-
mantic side is flying high today, Sagittarius. 
The opposite sex in general and your own 
partner in particular are going to seem espe-

cially attractive to you. You could also see in an entirely 
different light someone you think of as a friend. An in-
creasingly busy social life is in the air, so expect some 
invitations to parties or other social events.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): New peo-
ple you meet today are likely to be favorably 
impressed by your manners, social skills, 
and, above all, excellent sense of humor. 

Don’t be surprised if all of this brings you some new 
opportunities today! Your health is radiant and you are 
probably looking great. This is an excellent time to plan 
an evening out with friends or, better yet, a romantic 
partner.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Romantic feel-
ings blossom today, Aquarius. Your entourage 
may suddenly appear more attractive than 
usual. Lovers and potential lovers may seem 

unusually attentive. You could also be feeling very cre-
ative, and you might want to try your hand at poetry 
or fiction. Reading romantic novels or seeing romantic 
movies could also be appealing. Surround yourself with 
candles, flowers, and music, and enjoy!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You could wake 
up this morning, look around, and decide you 
want to spend as much time as possible work-
ing on your home, Pisces. You could be bored 

with the decor and want to make some changes. Spend 
the day coming up with ideas and then tonight try to 
analyze the situation and see what’s feasible now. Most 
likely you’ll be able to do some but not all of what you 
want.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Sandeep K. Shukla | thewire.in

Mayank Aggarwal  | IANS

Money Cannot Buy Excellence in Education 
But Jio’s ‘Eminence’ Tag is Worth Crores

Is the Government in a Pre-Election Haste to Revamp Green Laws?

I
n the fourth quarter of 2017, the University 
Grants Commission sent out a notification 
saying it was interested in providing funds 
of Rs 1000 crore each to 10 public insti-

tutes over five years and giving them  special 
status as “institutes of eminence”. The same 
notification also stated that 10 private institu-
tions would be given the same tag, but without 
the funding. The notice also had a provision for 
greenfield projects, which was puzzling as edu-
cational institutes are not manufacturing com-
panies that investors back in the expectation of  
rapid growth and profit.

Last week, the government announced that 
one of the private institutes receiving this tag of  
eminence will be the Jio Institute, soon be set up 
by Reliance. How a project could be given the 
special status of “institute of eminence” before 
it is even born was beyond the comprehension 
of most people in the education space.

According to the Merriam-Webster diction-
ary, eminence means “a position of prominence 
or superiority”, or “one that is eminent, promi-
nent or lofty – person with high rank of attain-
ment”. Jio has no rank of attainment, though it 
clearly has a position of ‘superiority’ given the 
connections of its backers. Arvind Panagariya, 
who headed the Niti Aayog for three years and 
is now back in the United States, said on Friday 
that granting this benediction to Jio was an act 
of courage. Indeed it is, for only a brave govern-
ment can so openly ignore the meaning of the 

phrase, blatantly show favour to its corporate 
donors and disrespect the idea of academic in-
tegrity and due diligence. 

The members of the eminent committee 
who conferred the tag on Jio Institute should 
have consulted a few reputed academics before 
doing so.

According to the Economic Times, Reliance 
head Mukesh Ambani himself presented the 
Jio Institute proposal to the eminent panel ac-
companied by a right-hand man who was previ-
ously secretary in the Ministry of Human Re-
source Development (MHRD) and had retired 
in March 2017. The newspaper also claimed 
the “institute of eminence” idea was initiated 
during the tenure of this person as MHRD sec-
retary, but the current secretary subsequently 
denied this. Whether the public believes this is a 
matter of personal inclination.

Another publication claiming to possess the 
original proposal published parts of the docu-
ment. Reliance will reportedly invest Rs 1,950 
crore to establish the institute as one of the best 
in the world. We know money in India can buy 
power and political patronage, but buying aca-
demic excellence is another thing altogether.

MHRD issues clarification
After the announcement, people searched with-
out success for the website of this “Jio Institute 
of Reliance Foundation” and eventually took to 
social media to question the government’s deci-
sion to tag a non-existent institute as an “insti-
tute of eminence”. It created such a storm that 
the  MHRD issued a quick clarification that 
there is trial period of three years and the tag 
may be retracted. The government tried to put 
a spin on the decision, claiming if  Reliance in-
vests huge amounts into the institute, it would 
be reasonable to assume that it is worth the tag. 
That, however, did not calm the storm, as the 
public is not necessarily as foolish as govern-
ments often assume.

Confusion reigned regarding the funding 
part of the program. Some reports erroneously 
indicated that Rs 1,000 crore would be provid-
ed to both private and public institutes. How-
ever, that is not correct. The private institutes of  
eminence will not get this funding. This clari-
fication excited the government’s social media 
army, which claimed that since no money is be-
ing spent by the government, there is no sign 
of cronyism. Anyone who suspects cronyism 
must be anti-national or does not want India to 
have private institutes of eminence. So much for 

academic debate and healthy discussion on ac-
tions taken by the government. However, it is 
too much to expect these days that criticising a 
government decision will be seen as the right of  
every citizen and a natural part of democratic 
discourse.

Despite multiple clarifications over the past 
few days, the avalanche of memes and jokes 
about Jio Institute have not subsided. Irrespec-
tive of whether the institute gets UGC funds or 
not, conferring the “institute of eminence” tag 
to it still does not make it right in my book.

The funding is a moot point here. For an 
institute that has not even put its pillars in place 
to claim it would hire world class faculty is a 
pipe dream.

Reliance’s past experience in education
This is reminiscent of an institute that was es-
tablished in 2001 by the Reliance Foundation 
in Gandhinagar when the two Ambani brothers 
were together. The Dhirubhai Ambani Institute 
of Information and Communication Technol-
ogy (DAIICT) – now headed by Mukesh’s 
brother, Anil Ambani –  took on several retired 
faculty members from the IITs who were tasked 
with hiring faculty members from the US. I was 
also approached. They offered higher pay than 
the IITs, but this did not help the recruitment 
drive. There was no faculty member I know 
of who came to join that institute just because 
it paid more. Most eminent academics who 
came to India chose to join the IITs to build 
their career because academics cannot grow in 
a vacuum. They need an ecosystem, laborato-
ries developed over decades, traditions of high 
standards and research.

According to the Economic Times, this insti-
tute was showcased as past experience in aca-
demic excellence by the Jio team during their 
proposal.

“[Reliance] also cited its experience in the 
field of education, pointing to the Dhirubhai 
Ambani International School, 13 Reliance 
Foundation Schools that have 13,000 students, 
the Dhirubhai Ambani Institute of Information 
and Communication Technology, the Pandit 
Deendayal Petroleum University and Mukesh 
Amabni’s own association with the Indian In-
stitute of Management, Bangalore.”

Until three days ago, the DAIICT website 
had a downloadable list of documents they had 
submitted for the MHRD’s National Institute 
Ranking Framework (NIRF). These have now 
been retracted. The report said that in 2016, the 

faculty (about 104 members) published just one 
book, one book chapter, 28 journal papers and 
52 conference papers. This is not even a quar-
ter of what an established IIT department pro-
duces.

According to a report on DAIICT’s under-
graduate placement records, about 184 students 
were placed in 2015-16. The highest salary was 
Rs 12 lakh per annum. In 2015, only 50 stu-
dents entered their post-graduate program, of  
which none were from top institutes. That is a 
ratio of about 0.5 PG student per faculty. Of the 
students who graduated in 2015-16, 18 went for 
higher studies to foreign universities and two 
to the Xavier School of Management (XLRI). 
The sponsored research funding that year was 
Rs 24.76 crore, which is less than 50% of the 
funding received by the computer science, elec-
trical and electronics departments of older IITs.

Do these records inspire a notion of emi-
nence or excellence? The figures pale when 
compared to the IITs, Jadavpur University and 
many other universities around the country. To 
showcase DAIICT as past experience does not 
inspire confidence in the Reliance Foundation’s 
ability to create a world class university.

I want to cite another example to illustrate 
that money cannot buy excellence. Ashoka 
University promised high salaries to prospec-
tive faculty members to run its computer sci-
ence program. However, even four years after 
its inception, the university – to my knowledge 
– could only recruit two or three permanent fac-
ulty members. While these members work hard 
and are burdened with teaching, their research 
output is not comparable to faculties of IIT or 
IISc by any stretch of imagination.

Further, in order to cover the curriculum, 
the university has been paying up to Rs 10 lakh 
to faculty members from other top institutes 
to teach a course or two. The floating faculty 
commutes from various parts of India once or 
twice a week to cover the curriculum. Since 
the research labs of these faculty members are 
not located at Ashoka, they cannot impart any 
research experience to the students. Students 
from this institute are also at a disadvantage 
when it comes to placements or seeking ad-
mission for further studies. My point is not to 
discourage the university, but that the promise 
of high pay does not necessarily attract good 
faculty. Ashoka University still does not have a 
post-graduate program in computer science.

According to reports, Jio Institute has been 

engaging Nobel laureates in their planning 
phase. Nalanda University had a chancellor 
who was a Nobel laureate and what did the 
government do to him?  

While the government does not trust ex-
isting top universities to excel, it is unclear on 
what basis the committee believed that a univer-
sity still on the drawing board will become an El 
Dorado for Indian academia in just five years. It 
seems that the entire category of  “greenfield in-
stitutes” was created with just Reliance in mind.

Monetising the tag
My suspicion is that the tag itself  is worth many 
times the disputed funding of Rs 1,000 crore. I 
am willing to believe that the funding will not 
flow to private institutes as declared by UGC, 
but it does not matter. The “institute of emi-
nence” tag can be monetised. Exorbitant tuition 
fees can be charged and foreign students can be 
admitted. Foreign students do not prefer India 
and would rather choose universities in the US, 
Canada and UK. That is a fact, especially given 
the reputation the country has gained for lack 
of safety for women and mob lynchings. So, 
one can safely assume that the foreign students 
paying top dollar are unlikely to be of the high-
est quality, but will provide an opportunity for 
the institute to make money.

Second, currently, government departments 
– such as the Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MEITY) – prefer 
government institutes and universities for very 
large projects. Even if  a private university comes 
with a proposal, they are reluctant, with few ex-
ceptions such as BITS Pilani and Amrita Uni-
versity. This can change with the “institute of  
eminence” tag. Government funding agencies 
cannot but entrust an institute tagged by its own 
government as eminent.

Those who believe the fact that the govern-
ment is not infusing funds into Jio Institute 
makes the decision acceptable are in deep de-
nial. The government is blessing its corporate 
friends to exploit students and providing them 
a license for funds from various government 
agencies to freely flow to them.

That is why the outrage is warranted. I 
would like to be proven wrong and wish Jio 
becomes the Harvard of India. But remember, 
Harvard did not become eminent in three years 
or even ten years. Its research structure, faculty 
strength and tradition of great education have 
been built over centuries.

I
t is the final leg of the current In-
dian governments tenure, which 
began in 2014. As the general 
elections loom, the Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi-led government has 
gone into hyperactive mode over the 
past year, proposing a major overhaul 
of the countrys environmental laws 
that govern its forests, fragile coasts, 
precious wildlife and manage the toxic 
levels of air pollution.

Once the proposed changes are 
finalised they will become the corner-
stone for India’s environment sector 
policy for at least the next two decades. 
However, environmentalists point out 
that the changes seem like they have 
been proposed in quick succession to 
avoid wider and detailed consultations 
among all stakeholders and speed up 
the process of finalisation.

They also allege that the proposed 
changes are not focused on protecting 
and conserving the environment but 
instead, are looking at making environ-
mental laws easier for growth of indus-
tries - a promise made by PM Modi just 
before the 2014 general elections.

Tinkering with the country’s green 
laws is not new for the current govern-
ment. Since coming to power in May 
2014, it has implemented a series of en-
vironment law-related changes. How-
ever, it has not yet been able to intiate 

any big-ticket plans. With the general 
elections now scheduled to take place 
in first the half of 2019, the govern-
ment has hit the gas to implement 
large-scale changes. 

Land, water and air
In October 2017, the government final-
ised the third National Wildlife Action 
Plan (2017-31) of India. The first such 
plan was adopted in 1983 and the sec-
ond in 2002 which ended in 2016. 

This NWAP along with three pro-
posed action plans, concerning forests, 
coasts and air pollution, are critical for 
this government as together they will 
form the core of environmental regula-
tion in the country and will be related 
to the majority of the developmental 
work planned by the government. 

A set of major changes are outlined 
in the draft National Forest Policy 
(NFP) 2018 which was unveiled by 
India’s Ministry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in 
March 2018. The ministry had sought 
comments on it from experts and all 
other stakeholders by April 14 2018. 
The draft was criticised by activists 
who stated that the changes proposed 
are just an opening for the private sec-
tor to advance into the forestry sector. 
Once finalised, the policy will be sig-
nificant for India’s forest sector as it 
will be the overarching document for 
management of forests over the next 
25-30 years.

The first NFP took effect in 1952 
while the second edition was adopted 
in 1988. At present, the second edition 
is in force. The latest draft is in line 
with the government’s vision of having 
33 percent of India’s total geographical 
area under forest and tree cover.

According to a senior official in 
the forest division of the MoEFCC, a 
range of responses have been received 
on the draft NFP 2018, including from 
political parties (mainly the left-wing 
parties). “The suggestions, views and 
recommendations are being examined 
and it will soon be finalised during the 
next couple of months. We will address 
all concerns raised,” the official stated.

However, this is not the first at-
tempt at updating the NFP as efforts to-
wards it started soon after the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment assumed power in May 2014. 
One version of the draft NFP was put 
online in 2016 but the government later 
backtracked and withdrew the draft.

“It is not the first time that the en-
vironmental laws are being diluted. 
There has been a consistent endeav-
our by the government to weaken the 
green laws in recent years. The draft 
national forest policy 2018 is nothing 
but a repackaged form of the changes 
proposed earlier for opening up the 
forests for the private sector. Those 
changes were vociferously opposed, 
but now the government is again try-

ing for privatisation of forests through 
the new national forest policy,” said 
Tushar Dash, forest rights expert and 
activist working with tribals and forest 
dwellers in Odisha.

Besides forests, India’s 7,500-kilo-
metre coastline is also staring at a com-
plete makeover with the government 
looking at replacing the Coastal Regu-
lation Zone (CRZ) notification 2011. 
The environment ministry had made 
public the draft CRZ notification 2018 
in April this year, giving all interested 
stakeholders 60 days to submit their 
suggestions.

According to environmentalists, 
the latest draft CRZ Notification 2018 
proposes to open up the coastline for 
the industry, real estate and tourism 
sector rather than protecting the frag-
ile coast. However, it doesn’t come as 
a surprise to many as the changes pro-
posed are crucial to the Modi govern-
ment’s flagship programmes such as 
Sagarmala and Housing for All.

Environmentalists who have been 
closely tracking the changes being 
made by the government argue that it 
is not just the extensive changes that are 
being carried out that are a concern, 
but also that the government has been 
amending rules without public consul-
tation, in the name of public interest. 

“What is worse is several amend-
ments are being issued in the name 
of public interest and taking away the 

opportunity for citizens to engage with 
these changes that are of the order of  
exempting particular project types from 
approvals. This practice only distances 
the citizens from their government,” 
said Kanchi Kohli, a legal research di-
rector at the Centre for Policy Research 
(CPR)-Namati Environmental Justice 
Programme.

Similar has been the case of Indian 
government’s first National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP). The proposed 
national action programme to tackle 
toxic levels of air pollution across 
nearly all major Indian cities, as well 
as rural areas, was finally unveiled in 
April 2018 after years of hue and cry 
over the issue. Comments were sought 
on it by May 17 and it is also in the final 
stages of preparation. Though a good 
start, experts have called it a toothless 
and directionless plan as it sets no 
targets for reducing pollution from 
the cities.

Why this haste?
Senior environmental lawyer 
in the Supreme Court of  
India, Sanjay Upadhyay, 
cautioned against haste. 
“Make haste slowly. We 
are dealing with the environ-
ment which is not a creation 
of man but a gift to the earth. So any 
reform which has implications on 
the environment has to be thought 
through carefully and not in a hur-

ried fashion. More importantly, the 
people who understand the sector on 
the ground need to be involved,” said 
Upadhyay.

(In arrangement with Mongabay.com, a 
source for environmental news reporting 

and analysis. The views expressed in 
the article are those of  Mongabay.com. 

Feedback at gopi@mongabay.com) 

Whether the Jio 
Institute receives  

` 1,000 crore from the 
government or not is a 

moot point.  
The “institute of  

eminence” tag can be 
monetised to make a 

profit several times higher.
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Cong. is a party for Muslim men — Modi Notes spiked instantly, why Ram Mandir 
decision still hangs – Thackeray

60 snakes found in school’s 
kitchen in Maharashtra

Amidst chances of contest for Deputy Chairman’s 
post, government nominates four to Rajya Sabha 

AAP says LG has allowed IAS officers 
to file cases in court against Assembly

One Kerala rape-accused priest 
moves SC for relief from arrest

TN opposes Higher Education 
Bill, says no to scrapping UGC

Formalin in fish: Don’t act like ‘prophets 
of doom’, Goa Minister tells media

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being greeted by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and 
Governor Ram Naik on his arrival, in Varanasi on Saturday.

Anil Baijal

Vijai  Sardesai

azamgarh (UP), July 14 
(Pti): Days ahead of the 
monsoon session of Par-
liament when the govern-
ment is likely to push for 
the passage of a bill against 
instant triple talaq, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
mocked Congress for be-
ing a party which stood 
only with Muslim men.

“The real face of these 
parties was revealed by 
their approach on triple 
talaq, he said at a public 
meeting here, part of his 
two-day visit to eastern 
Uttar Pradesh.

On one side the Centre 
is making efforts to ease 
and improve the lives of 
women and on the other 
these parties are working 
to put the lives of women, 
especially Muslim women, 
in danger, he said criticis-
ing the opposition.

“Crores of Muslim 
women had always de-
manded that triple talaq 
should be banned, as it 
is also banned in Islamic 
countries, he said.

I read in the news-
paper that the Congress 
president had said that 
the Congress is a party of 
Muslims, and there has 
been discussion on this for 
the past two days, he said 
in an apparent reference 
to Rahul Gandhi’s recent 
meeting with Muslim in-
tellectuals.

I am not surprised as 
when Manmohan Singh 
was the PM, he had said 
that Muslims have the first 
right over natural resourc-
es, Modi said.

But I want to ask the 
Congress whether it is 
a party of Muslim men 
alone,” he added.

The criticism comes 
ahead of the monsoon ses-

sion of Parliament where 
a bill abolishing instant 
divorce among Muslims, 
already passed in the Lok 
Sabha, is pending in the 
Rajya Sabha.

Congress and some 
other opposition parties 
have expressed reserva-
tions on the bill, and the 
ruling BJP has accused 
them of trying to stall it.

“Is there any place for 
the dignity and the rights 
of Muslim women? They 
have stalled legislation in 
Parliament, and they do 
not allow Parliament to 
run,” Modi said.

“These dynastic par-
ties are toiling to oust 
Modi. I want to tell them 
that there are still four or 
five days left for the Par-
liament session to begin. 
Meet the victims of talaq 
and halala, ask them about 
their plight, and then put 

your point of view in Par-
liament,” he said.

The prime minister 
was in Azamgarh to lay 
the foundation stone for 
the 340-km Purvanchal 
Expressway which will 
connect Lucknow with 
Ghazipur at a cost of Rs 
23,000 crore.

Modi then left for Vara-
nasi to address another 
rally and inaugurate a slew 
of development project. 
He will visit Mirzapur to-
morrow.

In the 21st century, 
these political parties are 
living in 18th century, he 
said, continuing his attack.

“ W h e n  t h e  B J P 
brought the anti-talaq leg-
islation, these parties had 
put hurdles even then. 
They want that triple ta-
laq should continue, and 
the life of Muslim women 
should remain miserable. 

But I assure you that I will 
make these political par-
ties understand, and take 
them along so that Muslim 
women do not face any 
problems due to triple 
talaq,” he said.

He said people should 
cautious of these parties 
and their leaders.

They cannot do any 
good for the people. For 
the BJP government, the 
country is a family and 
above everything else, he 
said.

Modi hit out at the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party and the 
Samajwadi Party, saying 
that in the name of Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar and Ram 
Manohar Lohia they have 
done only politics.

“These parties which 
could not see eye to eye 
in the past have joined 
hands now. Do you know 
why? They want to stall 

the development work 
by the government. Will 
you allow this?” the prime 
minister asked.

They had sought votes 
from the poor, the Dalits 
and the backwards, and 
after forming the govern-
ment they filled their own 
coffers and have done 
nothing else,” he said.

He said because of 
the policies of the previ-
ous governments, eastern 
Uttar Pradesh had lan-
guished.

Hours before Modi 
laid the foundation stone 
for the Purvanchal Ex-
pressway, former Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister 
Akhilesh Yadav sought to 
take the wind out of his 
sails by claiming it was 
his own government’s 
project which was being 
relaunched.

“This was original-
ly Samajwadi Purvan-
chal Expressway, but 
the word Samajwadi has 
been dropped,” the Sa-
majwadi Party chief told 
a press conference at the 
party headquarters in 
Lucknow.

Yadav claimed that 
the “relaunched” project 
settled for lower stand-
ards and has cut down 
on amenities like service 
lanes and lights.

At the prime minister’s 
rally, Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath attacked the 
SP, saying that in the name 
of `samajwad’, the party 
was practising nepotism 
and hooliganism.

On Akhilesh Yadav’s 
remarks, he said the erst-
while SP government had 
floated tenders for the ex-
pressway without acquir-
ing land or even taking an 
environment clearance.

Pune, July 14 (ianS): 
Launching a fresh salvo at 
ruling ally Bharatiya Janata 
Party, Shiv Sena President 
Uddhav Thackeray on Sat-
urday asked if the demon-
etization decision could be 
taken so quickly, why is the 
decision on building Ram 
Temple in Ayodhya still 
pending.

“The demonetiza-
tion decision was taken 
instantly, but the work on 
Ram Mandir has yet to 
begun. They (BJP) had said 
it would happen before the 
elections - which elections, 
2019 or 2050?” Thackeray 
asked sarcastically.

Talking to media per-
sons here on a pre-election 
preparatory visit, the Sena 
chief said the same was 
the status of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s other major 
policies like Uniform Civil 
Code, or abrogation of the 
Constitution’s Article 370.

“There is no discus-
sion on these important 

issues now, they are almost 
forgotten. You have the 
majority and should have 
implemented these... what 
happened?” he asked.

To a question on the 
recent controversy over 
distribution of the Hin-
du holy book Bhagavad 
Gita to students in 100 
select colleges in Mumbai, 
Thackeray said “this was 
being done to hide the 
mess prevailing in the Uni-
versity of Mumbai”.

“The students need to 
be given education rele-
vant to modern times. The 
university is ridden with 
mismanagement, there 
are paper leaks, exami-
nation results are being 
delayed and other major 
problems. Instead of con-
centrating and solving all 
these issues, the educa-
tion department wants to 
distribute Bhagavad Gita,” 
Thackeray said.

Targetting Saudi Aram-
co’s proposed INR 3 trillion 

oil refinery and integrated 
petrochemicals complex 
coming up in Nanar, Rat-
nagiri, he reiterated his 
party’s opposition to Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis’ pet project.

“The CM has assured 
that it will not be imposed 
if the locals are opposed 
to it. Whatever he may say, 
we are with the people of 
the Konkan region who do 
not want the project. We 
shall not allow it to come 
up,” Thackeray declared.

Earlier, meeting with 
the Sena’s Pune party of-
fice-bearers, he conceded 
that the Pune and western 
Maharashtra region was 
being ignored, “but that 
would not happen any-
more”.

“I have directed all the 
party leaders to pay special 
attention to Pune and they 
will work with renewed 
vigour. I shall also come 
here regularly to monitor 
the progress,” he assured.

aurangabad, July 14 (Pti): 
Sixty highly poisonous 
Russell’s viper snakes were 
found in the kitchen of a 
Zilla Parishad school in 
Hingoli district of Mahar-
ashtra, a school official 
said today.

The spotting of so 
many snakes at one place 
created panic among 
students and staffers of 
the Zilla Parishad-run 
school located in Pan-
gra Bokhare village of 
Hingoli district, about 

225km from here in the 
Marathwada region.

A female cook spot-
ted two Russells vipers 
near the place where wood 
used for fuel was stored 
yesterday afternoon.

When she started lift-
ing more pieces of wood, 
she found another 58 
snakes in the kitchen, he 
said.

The school’s head-
master, Triyambak Bho-
sle, said, “All of us pan-
icked after seeing so many 

snakes. Several villagers 
rushed to the spot with 
sticks and stones but we 
stopped them from killing 
the snakes.” 

A snake catcher, Vicky 
Dalal, was called and after 
toiling for more than two 
hours, he caught all the 
snakes and put them in 
bottles, he said.

Bhimrao Bokhare, 
a school administrator, 
said the snakes were later 
handed over to forest of-
ficer J D Kachwe.

new Delhi, July 14 (ianS): 
In the escalating war with 
the Delhi Lt Governor, 
the ruling AAP’s Petitions 
Committee on Saturday 
alleged that the Lt Gover-
nor has allowed IAS offic-
ers to move the High Court 
against the Assembly over 
“irregularities” in desilting 
work taken up by the PWD 
and the civic bodies.

The Petitions Com-
mittee cited RTI queries 
to support its claim. AAP 
MLA and chairperson of 
the petitions panel Sau-
rabh Bhardwaj said the 
panel had recommended 
an inquiry into the irreg-
ularities in the desilting 
process.

“The Chief Secretary 
and the then PWD Secre-
tary instead of agreeing 
to investigate charges of 
corruption have chosen 
to challenge the Petitions 
Committee report in the 
High Court. 

We have RTI replies 
that reveal that the LG al-
lowed these IAS officers 
to file cases in the high 
court,” said Bhardwaj.

The RTI replies also 
exposed huge payments to 
advocates, who defended 
these IAS officers in cor-
ruption cases, said Bhard-
waj. 

“The payments were 
made from the govern-
ment exchequer on LG’s 
instructions,” alleged 
Bhardwaj.

“On the other hand, 
lawyers who represented 
the Delhi Assembly and 
its Committees have not 
been paid for the last two 
years at the behest of LG,” 
he said.

Last year, the Petitions 
Committee members had 
visited over 100 drains 
across Delhi. “It was found 
that most of the reports 
related to desilting sub-
mitted by MCDs and PWD 

new Delhi, July 14 (ianS): 
Ahead of the monsoon 
session of Parliament, the 
government on Saturday 
nominated four person-
alities including classical 
dancer Sonal Mansingh 
and RSS ideologue Rakesh 
Sinha, to the Rajya Sabha.

The other two are emi-
nent sculptor Raghunath 
Mohapatra and Dalit ac-
tivist and former MP Ram 
Shakal.

Rakesh Sinha, who 
represents the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) point of view in TV 

debates, is the Founder 
and Director of the Delhi-
based think-tank ‘India 
Policy Foundation’. He is 
an Associate Professor in 
Motilal Nehru College, 
Delhi University. Sinha is 
also currently a member 
of the Indian Council of 
Social Science Research.

Mansingh is among 
India’s foremost expo-
n e n t s  o f  t h e  Bh a ra t 
Natyam and Odissi dance 
forms. She is also a well-
known choreographer, 
teacher, orator and social 
activist. 

Mohapatra is an in-
ternationally renowned 
authority on stone carv-
ing. He has contributed 
to the preservation of tra-
ditional sculpture and 
ancient monuments, and 
has worked on the beau-
tification of the Sri Jagan-
nath Temple, Puri. 

His famous works in-
clude a six feet high statue 
of the Sun God carved 
in grey sandstone in the 
Central Hall of Parlia-
ment; and the Wooden 
Buddha, Buddha Temple, 
Paris.

Shakal, a three-time 
MP and farmer leader 
from Uttar Pradesh, is 
known widely respect-
ed for championing the 
cause of labourers, mi-
grants and the Dalit com-
munity. 

The post fell vacant 
vacant after the retire-
ment of P.J. Kurien on July 
1.  While on the one hand 
the government has been 
trying to avoid a contest, it 
is also making behind the 
curtain preparations for a 
possible contest.

The vacancies for the 

Rajya Sabha seats arose 
fol lowing the retire-
ment of actress Rekha 
and cricketer Sachin Ten-
dulkar among others.

Under Article 80(1)
(a) of the Constitution 
provides that the Presi-
dent can nominate to the 
Rajya Sabha 12 persons 
with special knowledge, 
or practical experience 
in respect of literature, 
science, art and social 
service. 

There were currently 
eight nominated mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha.

new Delhi/thiruvalla, 
July 14 (ianS): One of the 
two Malankara Orthodox 
Church priests, who are 
on the run facing charges 
of sexual abuse of a pa-
rishioner, approached the 
Supreme Court on Sat-
urday seeking relief from 
arrest, while the other will 
do so on Monday, said an 
official.

Speaking to IANS, a 
key investigating officer 
seeking anonymity said 
Father Sony (Abraham) 
Varghese on Saturday filed 
his petition in the apex 
court, which will be heard 
on Monday, while another 
accused, Father Jaice K. 
George -- currently posted 
in Delhi -- will file a peti-
tion on Monday.

The officer said: “We 
have got information that 
one of the accused has 
already approached the 
apex court and the other 
will do it on Monday. 

We are keenly watch-
ing the people harbouring 
these two priests. Such 
people will definitely run 
into trouble.”

On Friday, the Crime 
Branch police probing 
the case arrested Father 
Johnson V. Mathew from 
a house near Thiruvalla. 
Both him and another 
priest Father Job Math-
ew, who was arrested on 
Thursday, have been re-
manded to judicial cus-
tody.

“We have gathered 
crucial evidence with re-

gard to the crime that the 
two arrested priests have 
committed. These will 
definitely help us shape 
up the case,” the officer 
added.

While the four priests 
have been made accused 
in the case, Johnson V. 
Mathew has not been 
charged for rape but “for 
outraging the modesty of 
a lady”.

The arrest of the ac-
cused priests became a 
certainty after the Kerala 
High Court on Wednesday 
rejected the anticipatory 
bail plea of three of them.

A woman, who regu-
larly visited the Malankara 
Orthodox Church, has ac-
cused five priests of sexu-
ally abusing her for a dec-
ade. 

Her husband has com-
plained that she was sub-
jected to sexual overtures 
by five priests.

Initially, it was only one 
priest who first exploited 
his wife and then started 
blackmailing her. 

When she sought help 
from another priest, he 
too threatened her and 
shared her contact with a 
fellow priest and she was 
eventually victimised by 
five of them.

One priest, however, 
escaped action as the vic-
tim mentioned only four 
names, the investigating 
officer said.

The National Commis-
sion for Women is moni-
toring the case.

Chennai, July 14 (Pti): The Tamil Nadu 
government today strongly opposed the 
Centre’s draft Bill on setting up a Higher 
Education Commission and wanted the 
existing arrangement with the UGC at 
the helm to continue.

“The existing institutional arrange-
ment of the University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) with both regulatory and 
financial powers is functioning well,” 
Chief Minister K Palaniswami said in a 
letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

He said the Tamil Nadu government 
was of the view that there was no need to 
disband the UGC and replace it with the 
Higher Education Commission of India 
with only regulatory powers.

The UGC has the required capac-
ity for objective evaluation of propos-
als received and to sanction funds in 
a transparent manner, he said, adding 
its financial powers are an additional 
enabling mechanism for the body to 
ensure implementation of its recom-
mendations.

In the now proposed draft bill, the 

financial powers are, however, proposed 
to be transferred to the Ministry of Hu-
man Resources Development or some 
other body, he said.

Voicing the government’s strong “res-
ervations and apprehensions over the 
move, Palaniswami said “our experience 
of sanction of funds...by various minis-
tries based on merits to Tamil Nadu has 
not been very positive.”

“If this financial power is taken over 
by the MHRD, we apprehend that the 
funding pattern would change from 100 
per cent funding to 60:40 ratio between 
the Government of India and the state 
government.”

For such reasons, the Tamil Nadu 
government “strongly opposes the draft 
Bill on Higher Education Commission 
of India (Repeal of University Grants 
Commission Act) Act 2018 and request 
that the present institution of Univer-
sity Grants Commission may kindly be 
continued.”

Palaniswami also requested a posi-
tive response to his view from the Centre.

Panaji, July 14 (ianS): Goa 
Agriculture Minister Vijai 
Sardesai on Saturday ac-
cused the state’s media 
of acting like “prophets 
of doom” as major local 
dailies ran stories and edi-
torials criticizing the gov-
ernment for its alleged bid 
to downplay presence of 
formalin in fish sold here 
and its flip-flop on the 
level of chemical.

Sardesai also snubbed 
a Food and Drugs Admin-
istration (FDA) officer, 
claiming the media pro-
jected her as a “heroine” 
and asked whether the 
Padma Bhushan should 
be bestowed upon her and 
the staff who conducted 
raid in the wee hours of 
Friday, exposing the use of 

formalin in fish.
“You are journalists, 

you are the fourth estate 
in a democracy. You have 
an obligation to the peo-
ple. You can’t be prophets 
of doom,” Sardesai told a 
press conference in Mar-
gao town in South Goa on 
Saturday.

“I  am responding 
because editorials have 
come. I am responding 
because of the sensation-
alism which the media is 
presently (indulging in) 
full-swing. All sections of 
media, not only a certain 
section,” said the Minis-
ter, who is alleged to have 
backed a fish trader, whose 
consignments of fish test-
ed positive during field 
tests conducted by the 

to the Assembly Commit-
tee as well as Delhi High 
Court were fabricated and 
were far from reality,” the 
MLA said.

The drains which were 
shown to be as 100 per 
cent desilted and cleaned 
were found overflowing 
with filth and garbage, he 
said.

“The Assembly Com-
mittee had recommended 
an inquiry into the deep-
rooted corruption.

 The LG who headed 
the Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau and Vigilance depart-
ment did not initiate the 
enquiry. 

The committee had 
also recommended action 
against the then PWD Sec-
retary Ashwani Kumar, but 
the LG chose not to act,” 
said Bhardwaj.

The Delhi High Court 
on Friday asked Delhi 
Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash to appear before 
a Delhi Assembly Com-
mittee. Prakash had chal-
lenged the Privileges Com-
mittee notice directing 
him to appear before it 
for skipping a meeting on 
February 20, a day after he 
was allegedly assaulted by 
AAP MLAs.

The LG and the AAP 
government have been 
locked in a fierce battle 
over various issues. The 
ruling party has alleged 
that the LG has stalled 
development works at the 
behest of the BJP-led cen-
tral government

FDA. Sardesai has denied 
the charge.

Results of subsequent 
laboratory tests by the FDA 
on Friday, which inciden-
tally followed a tweet by 
Sardesai giving a clean chit 
to the fish trader, said that 
the levels of formalin, a 
powerful disinfectant used 
to preserve dead bodies, 
was “within permissible 
limits”. 

Sardesai also accused 
the media of sensational-
izing the formalin-in-fish 
issue, saying that news-
papers had portrayed the 
woman FDA Inspector 
who conducted the raid as 
a “heroine”.

“You have made her a 
heroine by splashing her 
name in the newspapers. 
Where is she now? Has she 
gone on leave?” Sardesai 
said, refuting allegations 
that he had tried to pres-
surize her after the raid.

Sardesai also slammed 
the FDA and asked the 
agency to be more vigi-
lant rather than conduct-
ing raids “once in a blue 
moon”.

“Should we give them 
(FDA officials) a Padma 
Bhushan because they 
carried out the raid at 4 
am?” Sardesai said.
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News IN BrIef
Turkey to lift state of emergency 
Ankara, July 14 (IANS): Turkey’s two-year-long state of  
emergency is expected to be lifted on July 18, presidential 
spokesman Ibrahim Kalin has said. “As for now, it is 
foreseen that emergency rule could be brought to an end 
on the 18,” Xinhua news agency quoted the spokesman 
as saying here on Friday night after the first meeting of  
the new cabinet. Turkey declared a state of emergency 
which has been extended seven times since July 2016 after 
an attempted coup by a faction of the military, which left 
around 250 people dead and more than 2,000 injured. 
Kalin said that counter terrorism efforts will continue and 
if Turkey is faced with an extraordinary threat, a state of  
emergency could be declared once again. 

Afghan official says insurgents kill 
11 soldiers in Farah province
Kabul, July 14 (PTI/AP): An Afghan official says at least 
11 soldiers were killed when their checkpoint came under an 
attack by Insurgents in western Farah province. Mohammad 
Naser Mehri, spokesman for the provincial governor, says 
four other soldiers were wounded in the gun battle in Bala 
Buluk district. Mehri said nine insurgents were killed and 13 
others wounded. Mehri said a “large number” of insurgents 
launched an attack late last night and the battle continued 
into early today. The Taliban have not claimed responsibility 
for the attack but but Mehri blamed the group, which has 
recently stepped up assaults against Afghan security forces 
in the province.

Israel cannot influence ties with 
Russia — Iran
Tehran, July 14 (IANS): A senior adviser to Iran’s Supreme 
Leader said on Friday that Israel cannot affect the cordial ties 
between Iran and Russia, media reports said. The remarks 
were made by Ali Akbar Velayati in Moscow on Friday, 
two days after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin, Xinhua 
reported. On Wednesday, Netanyahu reiterated Israel’s 
demand that “Iran needs to leave Syria”. “The process 
of  developing relations between Iran and Russia is not 
one-sided and, therefore, the irrelevant, meaningless and 
interventionist claims made by Netanyahu do not affect 
Iran-Russia relations,” Velayati retorted.

Israel bombs Hamas positions in Gaza
Jerusalem, July 14 (IANS): The Israeli army said on 
Saturday that it has bombed Hamas positions in the Gaza 
Strip, including two tunnels, in response to the launch of 31 
projectiles. From Friday night till early Saturday morning, 
anti-aircraft alarms were sounded intermittently in Sdot 
HaNegev, Hof Ashkelon, Eshkol and Shaar HaNeguev 
due to shelling from the coastal enclave, six of which were 
intercepted by the Israeli anti-missile system Iron Dome, 
reports Efe news. “The strike was conducted in response 
to the terror acts instigated during the violent riots along 
the security fence yesterday, in addition to the continuous 
arson attacks damaging Israeli land on a daily basis,” said 
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF).

Japan floods: 18,000 volunteers 
help in worst-affected areas
Tokyo, July 14 (IANS): Some 18,000 volunteers from all 
across Japan on Saturday participated in the ongoing cleanup 
and reconstruction efforts in western parts of the country 
devastated by heavy rains which left more than 200 dead and 
dozens of people missing. The government has launched a 
volunteer programme in collaboration with local authorities 
to organise deployments of the volunteers and distribute 
work, reports Efe news. Some 40 volunteer centres have 
been established in the prefectures of Ehime, Okayama and 
Hiroshima, located in western Japan where the rains caused 
maximum havoc, to manage the efforts of the nearly 18,000 
volunteers.

Police find nerve agent source that 
killed British woman
London, July 14 (IANS): Police have found the source of  
novichok, a nerve agent that killed a British woman earlier 
this week after she was exposed to it. Dawn Sturgess, 44, 
from Durrington, died on July 8 at the Salisbury district 
hospital, after handling an item contaminated with the 
Soviet-era poison on June 30. Her partner Charlie Rowley, 
45, who was also taken ill after being exposed to the nerve 
agent, is still hospitalised. The Metropolitan Police said on 
Friday that a small bottle discovered in Rowley’s home has 
been identified as the source of the nerve agent. 

AP/PTI

 People hold an injured supporter of former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif after a clash with police in Lahore, Pakistan, Friday, July 13, 2018. 

United Nations, July 14 (PTI): 
For the first time ever, United 
Nations member states, except 
the US, have agreed on a deal 
to better manage international 
migration, address its chal-
lenges, strengthen migrant 
rights and contribute to sus-
tainable development. 

Known as the Global Com-
pact for Migration, the agree-
ment will be formally adopted 
by world leaders in Morocco in 
December. 

After more than a year of 
discussions and consultations 
among member states, local 
officials, civil society and mi-
grants themselves, the text of 

the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration 
was finalised yesterday. 

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres welcomed the 
agreement, calling it a signifi-
cant achievement . 

He said it reflected the 
shared understanding by Gov-
ernments that cross-border 
migration is, by its very nature, 
an international phenom-
enon and that effective man-
agement of this global reality 
requires international coop-
eration to enhance its positive 
impact for all. It also recog-
nises that every individual has 
the right to safety, dignity and 

protection .
T h i s  c o m p re h e n s i v e 

framework comprises a range 
of objectives, actions and av-
enues for implementation, fol-
low-up and review...all aimed 
at facilitating safe, orderly and 
regular migration, while reduc-
ing the incidence and impact 
of irregular migration, the UN 
chief said in a statement. 

Calling it a historic mo-
ment, UN General Assembly 
president Miroslav Lajcak, 
highlighted the agreement’s 
enormous potential.

It does not encourage mi-
gration, nor does it aim to stop 
it. It is not legally binding. It 

does not dictate. It will not im-
pose. And it fully respects the 
sovereignty of States, he said. 

It can guide us from a reac-
tive to a proactive mode. It can 
help us to draw out the benefits 
of migration, and mitigate the 
risks. It can provide a new 
platform for cooperation. And 
it can be a resource, in finding 
the right balance between the 
rights of people and the sover-
eignty of States, Lajcak added.

He said in December the 
deal will formally become the 
first comprehensive frame-
work on migration the world 
has ever seen.

UN Deputy Secretary-Gen-

eral Amina Mohammed drew 
attention to the profound is-
sues that migration raises, such 
as sovereignty and human 
rights; around what consti-
tutes voluntary movement; the 
relationship between develop-
ment and mobility; and how to 
support social cohesion.

This compact demon-
strates the potential of multi-
lateralism: our ability to come 
together on issues that de-
mand global collaboration 
however complicated and 
contentious they may be, she 
said.

UN Special Representative 
for International Migration 

Louise Arbour said as hu-
man mobility will always be 
with us, its chaotic, dangerous 
exploitative aspects cannot 
be allowed to become a new 
normal. 

The implementation of 
the Compact will bring safety, 
order and economic progress 
to everyone’s benefit, she said.

Arbour will serve as the sec-
retary-general of the intergov-
ernmental conference where 
the agreement will be formally 
adopted.

This is not the end of the 
undertaking but the beginning 
of a new historic effort to shape 
the global agenda on migration 

for decades to come, William 
Lacy Swing, Director General 
of the UN migration agency, 
International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM), said yes-
terday. 

Throughout the process, 
UN Member States have clear-
ly recognised that migration 
is always about people. The 
migrant-centred approach 
adopted with the commend-
able guidance of co-facilitators 
from Mexico and Switzerland, 
and of the Special Representa-
tive to the Secretary General 
on International Migration, is 
unprecedented, the IOM chief 
added.

Peshawar, July 14 (PTI): The death 
toll in the suicide blast targeting an 
election rally in the restive Balo-
chistan reached 130 today with Pa-
kistan announcing tomorrow as a 
day of national mourning over the 
recent terror attacks in the country.

Militants yesterday targeted a 
gathering of Balochistan Awami 
Party (BAP) leader Siraj Raisani in 
the Mastung area in the troubled 
province, killing at least 128 peo-
ple and injuring over 200 others. 
Raisani, who was a candidate 
from PB-35 (Mastung), was among 
those killed in the attack.

Two persons succumbed to 
their injuries today, taking the 
death toll to 130, the Express Trib-
une reported. At least 20 of the 
injured are reported to be in critical 
condition, it added. With two more 
deaths, the number of casualties 
mounted to 135 in the yesterday’s 
twin attacks in Balochistan and 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provinces.

Five persons were killed after 
a bomb hit a rally of Akram Khan 
Durrani of Mutahida Majlis Amal 
(MMA), an alliance of religious 
parties, in the Bannu area Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa.

Pakistan Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, in a statement, today said in 
view of tragic incidents of terror-
ist attacks at Peshawar on Tues-
day and in Mastung and Bannu 
yesterday, the government has 
announced to observe one day 
official mourning throughout the 

country tomorrow.
It said the national flag will fly 

at half mast tomorrow to mourn 
the deaths of nearly 150 people in 
the recent terrorist strikes ahead of 
the July 25 general elections.

The PM Office also directed 
the Ministry of Interior to formally 
issue a notification for declaration 
of Sunday as the day of mourning, 
the Dawn reported.

Meanwhile, Pakistani army 
chief General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa arrived in Balochistan’s capi-
tal Quetta to attend the funeral 
prayers of Raisani, to be held later 
in the evening. 

Bajwa is also expected to vis-

it the injured of the blast being 
treated at CMH in Quetta, the Geo 
news said.

Normal life remained dis-
rupted and business activities 
suspended in various parts of the 
Quetta city as security has been 
put on high alert in the area.

With terrorists striking at ease 
before the general elections, Paki-
stani security establishment was 
under pressure to improve security 
and intelligence gathering to avoid 
further election carnage.

In an editorial today, the Dawn 
newspaper wrote, “this sudden 
upsurge in terrorist incidents calls 
for several urgent responses. First, 

state protection must be extended 
to all candidates who ask for it 
without delay”.

“”Every effort must be made 
to ensure that the election is not 
derailed by elements hostile to 
the democratic process, for that 
is what the perpetrators of these 
attacks are,” it said. “It has never 
been more true that Pakistan’s 
security establishment needs to 
focus on security, not politics,” 
tweeted analyst Mosharraf Zaidi.

Following the yesterday’s twin 
attacks, the Election Commission 
of Pakistan summoned Chief of 
National Coordination Counter-
Terrorism Authority (NACTA) to-
day to brief it on security threats to 
leaders of various political parties.

In a letter written to the author-
ity, the commission had said it 
should be briefed about the secu-
rity arrangements for political par-
ties and overall security situation 
in the country, the ARY news said.

The NACTA had recently 
warned of possible deadly attacks 
on various politicians, including 
Imran Khan, ANP’s head Afsand-
yar Wali, chairman of the Qaumi 
Watan Party (QWP) Aftab Ahmad 
Khan Sherpao and some PML-N 
leaders. 

On Tuesday, a suicide bomber 
had killed Awami National Party 
(ANP) leader and candidate in the 
general elections, Haroon Bilour, 
and 19 others after striking at a cor-
ner election meeting in Peshawar.

Kathmandu, July 14 (IANS): The 
death toll in floods and landslides 
caused by torrential rains across 
Nepal since the beginning of 
monsoon season has risen to 56, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs said 
on Saturday.

The ministry said that nine 
persons were injured while 12 
others went missing. As many 
as 39 districts were affected by 
torrential rains, the Himalayan 
Times reported.

Joint Secretary Ram Krishna 
Subedi said that the government 
had mobilised the Nepali Army, 
Nepal Police and armed police 
force in association with local 
administration and citizens for 
search, rescue and relief opera-
tions in the worst-hit districts.

At least three dozen people 
sustained injuries in the mon-
soon-induced disasters, espe-
cially in the low-lying areas of 
Terai region including Morang, 
Sunsari, Saptari, Rautahat, Sar-
lahi, Dang and Banke districts.

Department of Hydrology 
and Meteorology forecast that 
rainfall would remain active for 
the next three days and it urged 
all to maintain high alert to cope 
with disasters. 

The flood forecasting division 
has been sending early warning 
flood alert messages in the con-
cerned districts. 

Lahore, July 14 (PTI): Sup-
porters of Nawaz Sharif 
have clashed with police in 
Pakistan’s Punjab province 
as they tried to reach the 
airport where the former 
prime minister and his 
daughter Maryam were 
arrested on their return to 
the country in a corruption 
case, prompting police to 
lob tear gas shells and use 
batons that left at least 50 
people injured. 

The country’s anti-graft 
body - National Account-
ability Bureau - arrested 
Sharif, 68, and Maryam, 
48 in the Evenfield proper-
ties case upon their arrival 
here yesterday. They were 
later taken to Islamabad 
and sent to Adiala jail in 
Rawalpindi. 

Both Sharif, the supre-
mo of the Pakistan Muslim 
League - Nawaz, and Mar-
yam have been sentenced 
by an accountability court 
to 10 and seven years in 
jail respectively, in the cor-
ruption case related to the 
Sharif family’s ownership 
of four luxury flats in Lon-
don.

The former was found 
guilty of owning assets be-
yond known income, while 
his daughter was convicted 
for aiding and abetting 
her father in covering up a 
“conspiracy”.

“At least 50 people 

including 20 policemen 
have been injured during 
clashes between PML-N 
workers, police and the 
Rangers mostly in Lahore 
and some adjoining dis-
tricts in Punjab,” Punjab 
police spokesman Niyab 
Haider told PTI.

Thousands of people 
yesterday participated in 
the PML-N rally led by its 
president Shahbaz Sharif 
in Lahore to greet the two 
leaders on their arrival at 
the airport. The partici-
pants could not reach 
the airport as the city was 
sealed off by police to pre-
vent them from reaching 
the airport.

Haider said a major 
clash took place at the Jo-
ray Pul, some five km away 
from the Lahore airport, 
where the PML-N rally was 
stopped. The participants 
pelted stones at police and 
the Rangers as they fired 
tear gas on them.

“It was not understand-
able as why the PML-N 
workers were pressing 
ahead to get to the airport 
despite the fact that Nawaz 
Sharif and Maryam Nawaz 
were arrested at the airport 
and flown to Islamabad on 
a jet,” he said. 

The PML-N supporters 
also clashed with police 
at Ravi bridge and Bhutta 
Chowk Lahore,

PML-N spokesperson 
Marriyum Auranzeb told 
PTI a number of its workers 
had been injured in clashes 
with police. 

“Thousands of our 
workers stopped at differ-
ent entry points of Lahore 
who were coming from 
other parts of Lahore to 
join a rally here to welcome 
Nawaz and Maryam.” 

She condemned the 
police for using force to 
stop PML-N workers. She 
also demanded immedi-
ate release of its workers, 
arrested earlier. 

The Lahore High Court 
yesterday ordered the re-
lease of over 370 PML-N 
workers who were de-
tained ahead of Sharif’s 
arrival in the city. 

UN backs migration pact despite opposition from Us, Hungary

Death toll in Balochistan attack reaches 130, 
Pakistan to observe national mourning today

Nepal 
monsoon death 
toll rises to 56

Sharif supporters clash with police in Lahore; 50 injured Rescued Thai cave boys to leave hospital Thursday
Sharifs to face trial in 2 more 
NAB cases in Adiala Jail

Over 2,500 children separated at 
US border awaiting reunification

Islamabad, July 14 (IANS): The trial of two remaining Na-
tional Accountability Bureau (NAB) cases against former 
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family 
will take place in Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail, according to 
a notification issued by the Ministry of Law and Justice.

“The federal government is please to specify the 
Central Jail Adiala, Rawalpindi, to be the place where 
the Accountability Court-I, Islamabad shall sit for trial 
of References No. 18/2017 and 19/2017 against Nawaz 
Sharif and others,” the notification stated on late Friday.

An accountability court convicted Sharif, his daugh-
ter Maryam Nawaz and son-in-law Captain (retd) Mo-
hammad Safdar Awan on July 6 in the Avenfield prop-
erties reference. They were given jail terms of 10 years, 
seven years and one-year, respectively, reports Geo News.

Sharif’s sons, Hassan and Hussain, have been ab-
sconding and were declared “proclaimed offenders” in 
the case. After the court’s verdict, the remaining cases 
pertain to the Al-Azizia Steel Mills and Hill Metal Estab-
lishment, and offshore companies, including Flagship 
Investment Limited. The three-time Prime Minister and 
his daughter were arrested by anti-corruption officials 
upon their arrival in Lahore on Friday night and subse-
quently taken to Islamabad on a chartered flight.

The flight landed at the new Islamabad International 
Airport at around 10.35 p.m. after which the two were 
taken to the Adiala Jail in separate armoured personnel 
carriers escorted by police convoys.

A notification issued by the Islamabad administra-
tion declared the rest house at the Sihala Police Training 
College in the capital as a sub-jail to keep the two leaders, 
with immediate effect and until further orders.

Sources then told Geo News that that only Maryam 
Nawaz would be moved to the rest house. However, later 
sources claimed that the authorities decided to keep the 
two at Adiala Jail.

The trial against the Sharif family had commenced 
on September 14, 2017. 

Nawaz and his sons are accused in all three graft 
references whereas Maryam Nawaz and Safdar were ac-
cused in the Avenfield reference only. The two brothers, 
based abroad, had been absconding since the proceed-
ings began last year and were declared proclaimed of-
fenders by the court.

Washington, July 14 (IANS): 
More than 2,500 children are 
waiting to be reunited with 
their parents after being 
separated at the US border, 
according to the latest gov-
ernment estimate.

The number was re-
vealed for the first time on 
Friday as the US govern-
ment gave its first indica-
tions of how reunions of 
those thousands of parents 
and children could go, re-
ports CNN.

There are about 2,551 
children between the ages 
of five and over in govern-
ment custody who could 
be eligible for those reun-
ions, administration offi-
cials wrote in a court filing 
on Friday.  The reunions of 
those children with their 
parents will occur in six to 
eight designated Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment facilities, according to 
the filing.  Officials will use 
a new, streamlined vetting 
process to facilitate reun-
ions by the court-ordered 
deadline of July 26.

In a statement follow-
ing the filing, the Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
Department HHS spokes-
woman Evelyn Stauffer said: 

“This number represents 
the total possible cohort of 
minors who could poten-
tially be subject to the court 
order, and, based on past 
experience, includes a sig-
nificant number of minors 
who cannot or should not 
be reunified with the adults 
in question.”

The government noted 
that things will proceed dif-
ferently for these reunions 
from the ones for the chil-
dren under age five, because 
of previous rulings in the 
ongoing lawsuit over fam-
ily separations at the border 
and lessons learned from 
the earlier reunions, which 
numbered fewer than 60.

The new steps does not 
include DNA-testing and 
background checking of the 
families, CNN reported.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump’s “zero-tolerance” 
policy to prosecute all 
adults crossing the bor-
der illegally resulted in the 
separation of thousands 
of children from their par-
ents after entering the US, 
though this case was filed 
long before that policy and 
affects almost all families 
separated at the border still 
in government custody. 

Bangkok, July 14 (PTI/AFP): Twelve 
young footballers and their coach res-
cued from a Thai cave will be released 
from hospital on Thursday, a health 
official said, offering psychological 
support and urging the group to avoid 
media interviews despite huge inter-
est in their against-the-odds survival 
story. 

The group, called the “Wild Boars” 
after their football academy, went into 
the Tham Luang cave in northern Thai-
land on June 23 to celebrate a birthday, 
but became trapped as floodwaters 
poured in. 

They were all extracted on July 10, 
ending an ordeal that had the world 
holding its breath for their safe return. 

“All 13 Wild Boars are in good physi-

cal health... all are in good spirits,” 
public health minister Piyasakol Sakol-
sattayatorn told reporters today. “They 
will be discharged altogether, initially 
on Thursday.” 

The children and their parents 
have been advised to spend time with 
friends and family and not to give 
media interviews as that could “trigger 
post-traumatic stress disorder symp-
toms,” the minister added. 

The boys appeared well in short 
video message recorded from their 
hospital ward in Chiang Rai. 

Each took turns to introduce them-
selves, hands clasped together in a Thai 
greeting, before giving a quick message 
on their health and mentioning the 
food they want to eat once they leave 

hospital. 
Pressure has mounted on Thai-

land’s government to hasten citizen-
ship for several of the stateless players 
and coach among the group, who are 
subject to travel restrictions because of 
their lack of status. 

The disappearance of the young 
footballers and their protracted, daring 
rescue captivated the world. Holly-
wood producers are already jockeying 
to make the film of a saga whose twists 
and turns are ready made for drama. 

In a meticulously planned extrac-
tion, the boys donned wetsuits and 
diving gear before being sedated, put 
on stretchers and pulled or carried out 
through submerged passageways and 
up steep slopes inside the mountain. 

AP/PTI

Mourners take a bombing victim for burial in Quetta, Pakistan on July 13.
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‘Captain Marvel’ writer to pen ‘Artemis’ movie

Sightings
Woman charged with hacking 
Selena Gomez’s email

A New Jersey woman has been charged with 
hacking into singer-actor Selena Gomez’s 
email account. According to Variety, Susan 

Atrach, 21, of Ridgefield Park, New Jersery, was 
charged with 11 felony counts, including five 
counts of identity theft and five counts of compu-
ter hacking.  She faces up to nine years and eight 
months in prison if convicted, according to the Los 
Angeles County District Attorney’s office. Prosecu-
tors said Atrach allegedly hacked into accounts 
belonging to Gomez and an associate, from June 
2015 through February 2016. Prosecutors allege she 
obtained “stored media,” and shared it with friends 
and online. Atrach is expected to be arraigned in 
Los Angeles Superior Court by August 27. Prosecu-
tors are asking that she be held on USD 250,000 
bail. (PTI)

Evan Rachel Wood, Sterling K 
Brown in talks to voice ‘Frozen 2’

Actors Evan Rachel Wood and Sterling K. 
Brown are in talks to lend their voices to 
characters in Walt Disney’s upcoming 

animated sequel “Frozen 2”. “Frozen 2” will be di-
rected by Chris Buck and Jennifer Lee, who has re-
cently named the chief creative head of WDA (Walt 
Disney Animation), reports hollywoodreporter.
com This is not the first time that these two actors 
will voice the animated characters. Earlier, Brown 
had joined the cast of the movie “The Angry Birds 
2”, while Wood’s voice credits include the lead 
character Marianne in Lucasfilm’s 2015 animated 
feature “Strange Magic”. Both Wood and Brown 
marked nominations for this year’s Emmy Awards. 
Wood received a nomination for “Westworld” while 
Brown received them for “This Is Us” and “Brook-
lyn Nine-Nine”. “Frozen 2” is slated to release on 
November 27, 2019. (IANS)

Bill Murray,Tilda Swinton to 
star in ‘The Dead Don’t Lie’ 
zombie comedy

Actors Bill Murray and Tilda Swinton have 
bagged roles in Jim Jarmusch’s zombie 
comedy film “The Dead Don’t Die”. Be-

ing made under a banner of Focus Features, the 
film will also feature actors Adam Driver, Steve 
Buscemi, Chloe Sevigny and Selena Gomez. While 
the plot for the film is not known, photos from the 
set depict Murray, Sevigny and Driver dressed as 
cops, reports hollywoodreporter.com Jarmusch 
and Murray previously worked together on 
2003’s “Coffee and Cigarettes” and 2005’s “Bro-
ken Flowers.” Director Jarmusch’s other credits 
include “Stranger Than Paradise,” “Down by Law,” 
“Mystery Train,” “Dead Man,” and “Ghost Dog: 
The Way of the Samurai.” “The Dead Don’t Die” 
will be produced by Joshua Astrachan and Carter 
Logan. (IANS)

Actor Corey Sligh found guilty 
of molesting minor

Model-actor Corey Sligh, who appeared on 
American television show “The Young 
and the Restless”, has been found guilty 

of molesting a minor girl and can face up to 20 
years jail term. Sligh was arrested in his hometown 
of Canton, Georgia, in 2016 and charged after the 
victim’s parents filed a police complaint against the 
actor for allegedly touching their daughter, who 
was less than 10-year-old then, in an inappropriate 
manner, and asking her to do the same. On June 
28, the jury found Sligh guilty on one count of mo-
lesting a girl younger than 10 years, reports people.
com The 31-year-old actor faces five to 20 years in 
prison and is being held in the Cherokee County 
jail. Sligh awaits trial on another similar case in 
Florida. (IANS)

Writer Geneva Robertson-Dworet has been roped in to adapt the movie 
version of author Andy Weirs science-fiction novel “Artemis.” Phil Lord 
and Chris Miller are directing. Simon Kinberg and Aditya Sood are 
producing “Artemis,” the follow-up novel by “The Martian” author, 
reports variety.com. “Artemis” follows a woman named Jazz, a 
directionless twentysomething constrained by her small town, the 
titular Artemis - the only city on Moon. With debts to pay and a 
salary that barely covers the rent, she cannot say no when a life-
changing opportunity drops in her lap. But she then finds herself 
in the middle of a conspiracy for control of Artemis itself. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

10am, 8pm: Sanju (Hindi)

1pm, 3.15 pm, 5.30 pm: 
Ant Man and The Wasp 

(Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Scarlett Johansson 
quits trans role after 

LGBT backlash

Daron Malakian’s ‘Scars On Broadway’ 
premiere ‘Guns Are Loaded’

Two-day Dimapur youth fest. from Aug. 24Alter Bridge celebrate Royal 
Albert Hall show with live release

H
olly-

wood star Scarlett 
Johansson has 

dropped out of a role 
in which she was go-
ing to play a trans-
gender man following 

a backlash from the 
LGBT community. 

The actor exited 
the drama film “Rub and 

Tug” a little more than a week after 
her casting sparked backlash amid 
trans groups and activists.

“In light of recent ethical ques-
tions raised surrounding my casting 
as Dante Tex Gill, I have decided to 

respectfully withdraw my partici-
pation in the project. Our 
cultural understanding 
of transgender people 

continues to advance, 
and I’ve learned a lot 
from the community 
since making my first 
statement about my 
casting and realise it 
was insensitive. 

“I have great 
admiration and 

love for the trans 
community 
and am grate-
ful that the 

conversation regarding inclusivity 
in Hollywood continues. Accord-
ing to GLAAD, LGBTQ+ characters 
dropped 40 per cent in 2017 from 
the previous year, with no repre-
sentation of trans characters in any 
major studio release,” Johansson 
told Out Magazine in a statement. 

“Rub and Tug” focused on 
Dante Tex Gill, a crime kingpin who 
used his massage parlour as a front 
for prostitution in the ‘70s and ‘80s. 
Gill lived his life as a trans man, 
which led many on social media to 
wonder why a trans actor was not 
tapped for the role.

“Oh word?? So you can continue 
to play us but we can’t play y’all? 
Trace Lysette, a transgender actress 
best known for appearing on 
Amazon’s “Transparent,” wrote on 
Twitter after the casting announce-
ment. 

“Actors who are trans never 
even get to audition FOR ANY-
THING OTHER THAN ROLES OF 
TRANS CHARACTERS,” tweeted 
Jamie Clayton, another transgen-
der actress known for her role on 
“Sense8.” 

“While I would have loved the 
opportunity to bring Dante’s story 
and transition to life, I understand 
why many feel he should be por-
trayed by a transgender person, 
and I am thankful that this casting 
debate, albeit controversial, has 
sparked a larger conversation about 

diversity and representation in film. 
“I believe that all artists should 

be considered equally and fairly. My 
production company, These Pic-
tures, actively pursues projects that 
both entertain and push bounda-
ries. We look forward to working 
with every community to bring 
these most poignant and important 
stories to audiences worldwide,” 
Johanssson added. 

Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD) responded to 
the news with a statement, cele-
brating the decision as well as those 
who spoke out against the casting.

“Scarlett Johansson’s announce-
ment, together with the transgen-
der voices who spoke out about 
this film, are game changers for 
the future of transgender images in 
Hollywood. 

“Hollywood changed how 
Americans understand gay and 
lesbian lives, and TV is starting to 
do the same for transgender people 
with authentic transgender portray-
als being major hits with critics and 
audiences. The film industry has a 
real opportunity to do the same,” 
said GLAAD president and CEO 
Sarah Kate Ellis.  New Regency won 
an auction for “Rub and Tug” on 
July 2, and it was set to be directed 
by Rupert Sanders, who previously 
worked with Johansson on “Ghost 
in the Shell”.

PTI

D
aron Malakian’s Scars 
On Broadway have 
shared a stream of 
their new track Guns 
Are Loaded.

It’s the latest material taken 
from the System Of A Down guitar-

ist’s upcoming album Dictator.
The band previously revealed 

the title track and Lives from the 
record that’ll arrive next Friday 
(July 20).

Speaking about Dictator, Mala-
kian told Rolling Stone: “I recorded 

the album and then around that 
time System Of A Down started 
playing live again. 

 “Every time we’d play live, 
there’d be conversations like, 
‘Maybe we’ll do an album.’ So be-
ing the guy who wrote the majority 
of almost all the System songs in 
the past, I was like, ‘All right, let me 
see what’s happening with it. Let 
me hold on to these songs and let 
me see how this develops.’ 

 “We talked about it and we 
weren’t all on the same page. Not 
everybody was into the idea. But 
every time we played live, it kept 
coming up.”

He added: “I just got to the 
point where a lot of people were 
asking about the Scars album, so 
I was like, ‘I’m going to put this 
album out.’” 

Earlier this week, Malakian 
suggested that the reason there 
hadn’t been a SOAD album since 
2005’s Hypnotize was down to 
frontman Serj Tankian. That drew 
a response from the singer earlier 
today, when he issued a lengthy 
post about the reasons behind the 
delay.

Loudersound

E
thnic Group of Nagaland 
(EGON) is organising 
Dimapur Youth Festival 
in association with M/s 
MW Enterprise at DDSC in 

Dimapur on August 24 and 25. 
On the first day of the festival 

there will be open penalty shootout, 
for which registration fee of Rs. 1000 
will be charged and the winning 
team will receive the amount of Rs 
20,000, runners up Rs. 10000, best 
shooter and best keeper Rs 3000 
each. Interested team can contact- 
+918131811131. There will also be an 
amateur photography competition 
which will be open to all. Interested 
persons can email their photographs 
of two Pictures in JPEG format, both 
colour and Black & white at egon.
dimapur@gmail.com. For queries 
one can contact- +918794827191. 

There will also be an interschool 
karaoke competition which is open 
to all schools in Dimapur. The win-
ner will receive Rs.5000 in cash along 
with certification and free deal to 
record a song and two consolation 
prizes included. For queries contact 
-+919089409715.

There will be a cosplay com-
petition as well where winners will 

receive INR 20000 and also five con-
solation giveaways.  Interested per-
sons can contact- +917085839428.  
There will be a live concert on Aug. 
24 evening. 

The second day of the Dimapur 
Youth Festival will witness the finale 
for Miss Dimapur 2018 beauty 

pageant. Audition for Miss Dimapur 
will be held on July 31 at 11 am at 
IMC reception hall. For more queries 
one can get to us on our Facebook 
page- EgoN- Ethnic Group of 
Nagaland. Or call- +919856892229/ 
+918837065040.

EMN

A
lter Bridge have announced that their per-
formance from London’s Royal Albert Hall 
will be released as a live package later this 
year.

Myles Kennedy, Mark Tremonti, Brian 
Marshall and Scott Phillips played two nights at the 
historic venue in October last year with the 52-piece 
Parallax Orchestra, led by conductor Simon Dobson.

Now the landmark occasion will be celebrated with 
the release of Alter Bridge: Live At The Royal Albert Hall 
on September 7 on CD, DVD, Blu-ray and vinyl, with 
a portion of proceeds from sales going to the Future 
Song Foundation.

To mark the announcement, Alter Bridge have 
shared a live video from the package in the shape of 
Addicted To Pain.

Loudersound
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P V Sindhu

AP/PTI

Philippine senator and boxing hero Manny Pacquiao, left, and Argentine WBA welterweight champion Lucas Matthysse pose after the weigh-
in in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Saturday, July 14. Matthysse and Pacquiao are scheduled to fight on July 15, for the World Boxing Association 
welterweight title in Malaysia.

Netherlands’ Dylan Groenewegen celebrates as he 
crosses the finish line to win the eight stage of the 
Tour de France cycling race over 181 kilometers 
(112.5 miles) with start in Dreux and finish in Amiens, 
France on Saturday, July 14.

EM Images

Members of participating clubs and organisers pose for a photograph during the launch of their respective jersey, in Kohima on Saturday.

EM Images

Dr. Neikisalie Kire, fourth from left, with winners of the open penalty shootout, at the Diphupar 
ground on Saturday, in Dimapur.

Matthysse will have ‘no respect’ 
as he aims to beat Pacquiao

Kohima Football League all set for June 17 showdownChelsea appoint Maurizio 
Sarri as new head coach KTC seeks redemption for Nagaland football

Sindhu makes final of Thailand 
Open; Okuhara awaits

Groenewegen wins 2nd straight 
stage at Tour; cobbles ahead

Live screening of WC final at Kohima local ground

Ao Students of Diphupar organise open penalty shoot-out

Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), 
July 14 (AP): Argentinian 
Lucas Matthysse will have 
‘’no respect’’ as he seeks 
to knock out Manny Pac-
quiao and defend his World 
Boxing Association wel-
terweight title in Sunday’s 
showdown that could cap 
an illustrious career for the 
Filipino sports icon.

Both f ighters  were 
comfortably below the 
147-pound limit when they 
stepped on a scale Satur-
day ahead of their match, 
dubbed the ‘’Fight of Cham-
pions.’’

An 11-time champion 
across eight divisions, Pac-

quiao weighed in at a trim 
146 pounds while Mat-
thysse tipped the scales at 
146.7 pounds.

‘’I know Manny Pac-
quiao brings an intense 
energy in a fight, so we are 
ready for that. All we need to 
do is just to keep composed, 
make sure that he is ready 
to catch Manny at the right 
time and have no respect 
for Manny,’’ Matthysse’s 
trainer, Joel Diaz, told The 
Associated Press after the 
weigh-in.

The main advantage for 
Matthysse, known by his 
nickname ‘’The Machine’’ 
for winning 36 out of his 

39 matches by knockout, is 
his strength and ability to 
deliver power punches from 
both hands, Diaz said.

‘’All I can say is this...
it’s not going to be an easy 
fight for Manny Pacquiao. If 
Lucas lands any punches on 
Pacquiao, he will hurt him 
because he hits real hard,’’ 
Diaz added.

‘’Lucas Matthysse is 
stepping up to the level of 
opposition. He’s fighting 
against a legend and he’s in 
the best shape of his life. Ev-
erything is at stake for him. 
He is defending his title and 
secondly, he knows by beat-
ing Manny Pacquiao, it will 

be in the history books.’’
‘’Pacman’’ Pacquiao, 

who turns 40 in December, 
returns to the ring a year 
after his shock decision loss 
to Australia’s Jeff Horn in 
Brisbane.

Pacquiao, 39, has won 
59 times, including 38 by 
knockout, and lost seven 
times (three by knockout) 
along with two draws.

Pacquiao was greeted 
by hundreds of excited Fili-
pino fans as he flexed on 
stage Saturday after the 
weigh-in. He smiled and 
appeared relaxed in con-
trast to a grim-looking Mat-
thysse as they posed for the 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 14 (EMN): The Ao 
Students Union Diphupar or-
ganised an open penalty shoot-
out at the Diphupar ground on 
July 14. 

Dr Neikisalie ‘Nicky’ Kire, 
Advisor for the Rural Develop-
ment department attended the 
occasion as the chief guest.  He 
encouraged the youth not to be 
short sighted. “If a tournament 
comes up, we practice for two 
three weeks and once we lose 
we stop playing”, he said adding 
that this type of attitude will not 
get the youth far. 

C i t i n g  M a n i p u r  a n d 
Mizoram as good examples by 
representing the country Kire 
said that just a few years back 
Mizoram did not have proper 
football grounds but now they 
are many good football players 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 14 (EMN): 
In a bid to support the lo-
cal football players and 
promote professionalism 
in football, the second edi-
tion of Kohima Football 
League organised by the 
Kohima Town Club is slated 
to begin from July 17 till the 
August 24 at the Kohima 
local ground. 

Dr. Viketoulie Pienyu, 
president KTC addressing 
the media on Saturday at 
Kohima said the Kohima 
Football League will con-
tinue to provide platform 
for the upcoming talented 
players and also promote 
professionalism in football 
in Nagaland scenario.

In this regard, he also 
mentioned that five players 
have already started play-
ing outside the state such 
as Chennai League, while 
seven players of the Naga-
land team who won the Dr 
T Ao U-21 Football Tourna-
ment held in Assam were 
also part of the first edition 
of KFL, he informed.

“We want to shake up 
the sleeping sports asso-
ciations and sports institu-
tions because we are far 
lacking behind the neigh-
bouring states said Pienyu.  

cameras.
Pacquiao didn’t speak 

after the weigh-in but the 
words on his long sleeve 
t-shirt reflected his deter-
mination to seek a 60th 
victory: ‘’Fight On.’’

It will be the first time 
since 2001 that Pacquiao is 
fighting without longtime 
trainer Freddie Roach, who 
was dropped in the run-up 
to the Malaysian fight and 
replaced with former as-
sistant coach and friend 
Buboy Fernandez.

A once impoverished 
rural boy who turned into 
one of the world’s wealthi-
est sportsman and now 
a Filipino senator, Pac-
quiao’s rags-to-riches story 
has inspired many in his 
country. His biggest sup-
porter on Sunday will be 
Filipino President Filipino 
Duterte, who will arrive 
in Malaysia to watch the 
match ahead of an official 
visit.

Pacquiao is ‘’110 per-
cent fit’’ physically and 
mentally, his conditioning 
coach Justin Fortune told 
the AP after the weigh-in. 
The Australian said age 
isn’t a barrier for Pacquiao 
and that he has been able 
to juggle the sport along 
his political duties and 
other multiple interests.

‘’He’s in great condi-
tion. For 16 years, Pac-
quiao has been at the top, 
No. 1 of world champion. 
His longevity at this level 
in this sport is unprec-
edented,’’ Fortune said.

‘’Every fight for Pac-
quiao is the same way: 
very, very important fight. 
We take every fight seri-
ously. Matthysse is a dan-
gerous guy as was with 
every other fighter that 
Manny fought.’’

Bangkok, July 14 (PTI): 
Olympic silver medallist P 
V Sindhu advanced into the 
women’s singles final after 
registering a hard-fought 
victory over Indonesia’s 
Gregoria Mariska Tunjung 
at the USD 350,000 Thai-
land Open World Tour Su-
per 500 tournament here 
today.

The second seeded In-
dian continued her unbeat-
en run in the Thai capital 
with a 23-21 16-21 21-9 win 

over Tunjung in a match 
that lasted an hour.

In what is expected to 
be a high-voltage summit 
showdown, Sindhu will 
lock horns with Nozomi 
Okuhara in a rematch of 
the last World Champion-
ship, in which the Japanese 
prevailed. The world no 3 
Indian pipped Tunjung to 
win the first game that went 
down to the wire, separated 
by just two points.

In the second game, 

Sport is one area where the 
youths can earn their liveli-
hood, which the Kohima 
Football League aims to 
provide the opportunity for 
talented footballers to earn 
said the president.

While lamenting that 
that there is no standard 
ground in Nagaland, he 
hoped that the undergo-
ing construction of the IG 

stadium for artificial turf 
ground will be completed 
within this year.

Meanwhile, the inau-
gural ceremony of the KFL 
will take place on July 17 at 
the Kohima local ground 
from 1 pm onwards with 
Neikiesalie Kire, advisor for 
Rural Development as the 
special guest.

The KTC also informed 

that three national referees 
will be officiating the tour-
nament headed by All India 
Football Federation instruc-
tor M. Joy Chandra and two 
associates from All Manipur 
Football Association. 

The reigning cham-
pions Ziekezou Sporting 
Club will be defending its 
title in the second edition, 
four teams opted out of the 

league were Naga Bazar FC, 
Addax FC, Powercomm FC 
and Forerunners FC, while 
Vanguard FC, Sechii Zubza 
FC and Twenty XI FC are 
the three new teams which 
will be making their debut.

Unlike the previous 
edition, this year’s edition 
will be conducted as per 
the double round-robin 
system. The prized money 

has been enhanced to INR 
1 lakh for the champions 
and INR 90,000 for the 
runner-up. It may be men-
tioned that the  second 
edition of KFL was earlier 
scheduled to begin on May 
17 but was later postponed 
to June 17.
Unveiling of the club jer-
sey
The launching of the clubs 
jersey was formally done 
by Vesupra Kezo, deputy 
commandant, 4th NAP 
Thizama at Where’s the 
Food restaurant at New 
Ministers Hill Kohima.  The 
special guest in his speech, 
Kezo said KTC can nur-
ture the young players and 
guide them to big clubs 
and players could repre-
sent our state through this 
platform (KFL).

St a t i n g  t h a t  m o s t 
popular persons are foot-
ballers, he called on the 
players to make the most 
of KFL and shine through 
this platform.

“If we have discipline, 
hard work and team spir-
it, one will be able to be-
come professional football 
player said Kezo. He also 
assured that the players 
will gain lots of experience 
from this KFL.

Madrid, July 14 (IANS): Eng-
lish Premier League (EPL) 
club Chelsea on Saturday 
announced the appoint-
ment of Italy’s Maurizio 
Sarri as new head coach for 
the next three seasons, after 
he spent three seasons at 
Napoli.

Sarri,  59,  succeeds 
countryman Antonio Con-
te, who was sacked after two 
years at Stamford Bridge, a 
spell that saw the Blues win-
ning the Premier League 
title in 2016-2017, but wrap-
ping up last season in the 
fifth spot, 30 points behind 
Manchester City, the cham-
pions, reported Efe. 

“I am very happy to be 
coming to Chelsea and the 
Premier League. It is an 
exciting new period in my 
career,” Sarri said. 

“I hope we can provide 
some entertaining football 
for our fans, and that we will 

be competing for trophies 
at the end of the season, 
which is what this club de-
serves,” he added.

Although not yet won a 
major trophy in his coach-
ing career, Sarri has had 
three successful seasons at 
Napoli, leading the team to 
finish runners-up once and 
third twice in Serie A.

The club’s director Ma-
rina Granovskaia welcomed 
the signing: “Maurizio’s Na-
poli side played some of 
the most exciting football 
in Europe, impressing with 
their attacking approach 
and dynamism, and his 
coaching methods signifi-
cantly improved the players 
at his disposal.” Sarri’s task 
in the upcoming season 
will be leading Chelsea back 
to the Champions League 
after the London club had 
a disappointing fifth-place 
finish last season.

Amiens (France), July 14 (AP): Dylan Groe-
newegen won a second consecutive stage at 
the Tour de France when he sprinted to the 
finish on Saturday, and Greg Van Avermaet 
kept the overall lead for a fifth consecutive 
day.

Dutch rider Groenewegen beat Andre 
Greipel and Fernando Gaviria to the line to 
win Stage 8 in more than four hours.

Four-time winner Chris Froome re-
mained over a minute behind Van Aver-
maet, a support rider for BMC leading hope 
Richie Porte.

The 25-year-old Groenewegen entered 
the final meters behind Greipel, Gaviria and 
Peter Sagan, but the Team LottoNL-Jumbo 
rider timed his last surge perfectly, swing-
ing around his hard-charging opponents 
to cross first.

Groenewegen joins Sagan and Gaviria 
as two-stage winners at this edition of the 
Tour.

The mostly flat 181-kilometer (112-
mile) ride from Dreux to Amiens comes 
before the three-week race faces one of its 
most difficult legs when it hits the tricky 
and occasionally treacherous cobblestones.

Sunday’s Stage 9 will take riders over 
15 cobbled paths scattered along 21.7 kilo-
meters of the 156.5-kilometer course from 
Arras to Roubaix, near the Belgian border.

That challenge will be followed by a rest 
day on Monday before the race shifts to its 
first mountain stages in the Alps.

Van Avermaet picked up a one-second 
bonus overall during an intermediate 
bonus sprint at 20K from the finish. That 
increased his lead over Froome’s teammate 
Geraint Thomas to 7 seconds and his own 
BMC teammate Tejay Van Garderen to 9 

Kohima, July 14 (EMN): Live screening of 
world cup final at Kohima local ground 
will start from 8 pm onwards on July 15.

Er. Zale Neikha, advisor youth resourc-
es and sports Nagaland invited football 
lovers and fans to witness the same.

Maurizio Sarri

coming up from the state. 
“Today when you look back 50 

years ago, our parents will say that 
sports will not fill our stomachs but 
now its the reverse, now the sportsper-

sons are the highest paid”, he said.
The advisor also gave a few ex-

amples of leading sportsmen around 
the world and how disciplined they are. 
“We must also think which sport we 

must pursue also but as of now 
and we must pick up games and 
sports which we will excel. “We 
become jack of all traits and 
master of none” “I encourage 
the youth to be determined and 
disciplined and to do what you 
are good at.” 

He concluded by congratu-
lating the winners and urged 
that more teams play the next 
year. He lastly requested the 
organisers to have 2-3 girls team 
during the next penalty shoot-
out.

The winners for the tour-
nament ‘It’s Coming Home’ 
walked home with a cash prize 
of INR 70,000 and runners up 
were Zavi’s Club Kohima with 
a cash prize of INR 30,000. The 
golden glove was awarded to 
Keneinguozo Medoze with a 
cash prize of INR 3000. 

seconds.
Fans helped celebrate Bastille Day by 

waving French flags along the side of road 
as the riders moved north of Paris through 
wheat fields to Amiens, the birthplace of 
French president Emmanuel Macron.

This was the second consecutive ‘’tran-
sition’’ stage that shifts the race across flat-
ter areas to reach more difficult terrain. The 
result was another mostly calm ride.

The only incident to interrupt the leg 
was a pile-up with just under 20K to go. UAE 
Emirates leader Daniel Martin, the winner 
of Stage 6, bloodied his left elbow and tore 
the back of his shirt.

Martin and 11 other riders couldn’t 
reconnect and Martin lost more than a 
minute, falling from 21st to 31st place at 
2:47 behind.

Fabien Grellier (Direct Energie) was 
the last of a three-man breakaway to stay 
ahead until the peloton caught him with 
6K remaining.

Sindhu played with much 
more variation and mixed 
things up to unsettle her 
opponent. She took a 9-5 
lead on the back of some 
incredible net-play but 
squandered it as Tunjung 
reeled off four points to 
lead 11-9 at the lemon 
break.

After trailing 10-16, 
Sindhu earned three con-
secutive points but it went 
in vain as she lost the game, 
thanks to a few errors.

In the third, Sindhu dis-
played her class to outplay 
her opponent. She domi-
nated proceedings from the 
start, rushing to a sizeable 
5-1 lead. The Indian then 
ensured that Tunjung was 
unable to get back into the 
game, sealing it comfort-
ably with a 21-9 drubbing.

In the quarter-finals, 
Sindhu had eased past 
her Malaysian rival Soniia 
Cheah. Okuhara beat Bei-
wen Zhang 21-17 21-10 in 
her semifinal match.
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Belgium players and team staff pose for a team photo after defeating England in the third place match at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the 
St. Petersburg Stadium in St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, July 14.

AP/PTI

Germany's Angelique Kerber lifts the trophy after winning the 
women's singles final match against Serena Williams of the United 
States, at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships, in London on 
Saturday July 14.

AP/PTI

Jabari Parker

Marc Marquez

Nestor Pitana

Belgium finishes 3rd at World Cup; beats England 2-0

Kerber stuns Williams to win Wimbledon title

2018 World Cup 
was a big success — 
Russian organisers

Pitana's path from film extra 
to World Cup final referee

Parker agrees to $40 million, 2-year deal with Bulls

Marquez earns pole position for German MotoGP

France coach Didier 
Deschamps on brink of history Djokovic beats Nadal after 

marathon battle, advances to 
Wimbledon final

St. Petersburg (Russia), July 
14 (AP): Belgium and Eng-
land both leave the World 
Cup happy to have reached 
the semifinals. Belgium may 
be a little happier, though.

The Belgians earned 
their highest World Cup fin-
ish by beating England 2-0 
in the third-place match on 
Saturday. Thomas Meunier 
and Eden Hazard scored a 
goal each.

''These players didn't 
want to rely on talent any-
more, wanted to work as a 
team,'' Belgium coach Ro-
berto Martinez said. ''Their 
standards have been mag-
nificent. They wanted to 
make the country proud, 
every single Red Devils fan 
proud.''

France and Croatia will 
play in the final on Sunday 
at the Luzhniki Stadium in 
Moscow. The French beat 
Belgium on Tuesday in the 
semifinals, while the Cro-
ats defeated England on 
Wednesday.

Meunier's early goal 
matched a World Cup re-
cord for Belgium by having 

10 different players score in 
a tournament, something 
only done before by France 
in 1982 and Italy in 2006.

Both Belgium and Eng-
land were playing for the 
seventh time in 26 days, 
but the Belgians entered 
the match with an extra day 
of rest.

Meunier scored in the 
fourth minute, knocking 
a cross from Nacer Chadli 
past England goalkeeper 
Jordan Pickford. Hazard 
added the other off a pass 
from Kevin De Bruyne in 
the 82nd.

Toby Alderweireld de-
nied England's best chance 
of the game, sliding on the 
goal line to clear a shot from 
Eric Dier.

England matched its 
best World Cup result - 
fourth in 1990 - since win-
ning the tournament for the 
only time in 1966.

''Today shows there's 
room for improvement. 
We're not the finished ar-
ticle. We're still learning. 
We're still getting better,'' 
England striker Harry Kane 

said. ''We don't want to 
wait another 20-odd years 
to get into another major 
semifinal.''

Belgium's previous best 
finish at the World Cup was 
fourth, but the team out-
played England in the mid-
field to go one better this 
time.

The Belgians could eas-
ily have scored more, with 
Pickford making a good 
save to stop a shot from 
De Bruyne in the 11th and 
Alderweireld volleying nar-
rowly over the bar in the 
35th.

England made set piec-
es the cornerstone of its run 
to the World Cup semifinals 
and created chances for 
Harry Maguire and Dier in 
the second half. Neither hit 
the target with their head-
ers. It was the second time 
England and Belgium met 
in this year's tournament. 
In the group stage, both 
teams had already qualified 
before Belgium's 1-0 win in 
Kaliningrad.
Fresh legs
England coach Gareth 

So u t h g a t e  m a d e  f i v e 
changes to face Belgium, 
but Danny Rose and Fabian 
Delph made little impact 
while Dier started slowly 
but threatened in the sec-
ond half.

Phil Jones failed to in-
tercept the pass which led 
to Hazard's goal.

The two replacements 
in Belgium's lineup were 
more effective. Meunier 
scored and Youri Tielemans 
dominated the midfield.
Golden Boot
Kane is still placed to win 
the Golden Boot with a 
tournament-leading six 
goals ahead of Sunday's 
final.

Kane last scored in Eng-
land's win over Colombia 
in the round of 16. On Sat-
urday, he slipped as he shot 
wide in the first half, then 
failed to make contact with 
Jesse Lingard's cross early in 
the second. Romelu Lukaku 
couldn't add to his four 
goals for Belgium and was 
substituted shortly after 
misjudging a through ball 
by De Bruyne.

London, July 14 (Reuters): 
Angelique Kerber ripped up 
the script when she stunned 
Serena Williams 6-3 6-3 to 
win her first Wimbledon 
title on Saturday.

The 11th seed took ad-
vantage of an error-strewn 
performance by the seven-
times champion to become 
the first German woman to 
win the title since Steffi Graf 
in 1996.

American great Wil-
liams, playing in only her 
fourth tournament since 
becoming a mother last 
September, had been look-
ing to match Margaret 
Court’s record 24 Grand 
Slam titles. She was also 
seeking to become the first 
mother to win Wimbledon 
since Australian Evonne 
Goolagong in 1980.

The 36-year-old, un-
beaten at the All England 
Club since 2014, had begun 
to look unstoppable dur-
ing the fortnight and had 
dropped only one set in 
reaching her 10th Wimble-
don final.

She had not faced any-
one with the pedigree of 
the German though and 
was outmanoeuvred in the 
first set as Kerber’s dogged 
defence forced too many 
errors.

Williams dropped serve 

Wimbledon, July 14 (IANS): Serbian tennis star 
Novak Djokovic on Saturday beat World No.1 
Rafael Nadal of Spain 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (11-9), 3-6, 
10-8, ending a marathon match that began a 
day earlier to advance to the final of Wimbledon.

In total, World No. 21 Djokovic needed five 
hours and 15 minutes to make reach his fifth ca-
reer Wimbledon final, marking a stunning return 
to form after struggling with a right elbow injury 
earlier this season, reports Efe.

The match was suspended Friday evening af-
ter Djokovic sealed the lengthy third set tiebreak 
11-9, following two hours and 53 minutes of play, 
and resumed again Saturday under a closed roof.

The two stars ended the match with exactly 
the same stats, each firing 73 winners and only 
42 unforced errors.

The Duchess of Sussex, Meghan Markle, and 
the Duchess of Cambridge, Kate Middleton, 
attended the match in their first appearance 
together without their husbands, Princes Harry 
and William.

For the final, Djokovic is set to face Kevin 
Anderson of South Africa, World No. 8, who is 
making his first appearance in Wimbledon's last 
round after beating the John Isner of the United 
States 7-6 (8-6) 6-7 (5-7) 6-7 (9-11) 6-4 26-24 on 
Friday.

Despite Djokovic's two-day match, Ander-
son may be the one at a disadvantage in the 
final, as the South African's semifinal against 
Isner lasted a record-breaking six hours and 36 
minutes.

Djokovic has also beaten Anderson in five of 
their six encounters.

three times in the opening 
set and although she tried to 
fire herself up in the second 
she played a loose game at 
2-3 and Kerber broke with a 
running pass.

Serving for the match, 
Kerber looked nervous as 
Williams got it back to 30-
30 but she claimed victory 

when Williams netted, tum-
bling to the dusty base-
line in relief before being 
warmly embraced by her 
opponent.

Her win, revenge for 
a 2016 defeat in the final 
by Williams, snapped the 
American’s 20-match win-
ning run at Wimbledon.

St Petersburg, July 14 (Reuters): A firm hand 
on the tiller for France comes not only from 
captaining a World Cup-winning team 20 years 
ago, but also from some harsh lessons in Didier 
Deschamps’ six years as coach.

Unfairly derided as a “water carrier” in his 
playing days in the French midfield, Deschamps 
has proven both innovative and brave as coach, 
and is now one victory away from joining an 
elite club.

Only Brazil’s Mario Zagallo and Germany’s 
Franz Beckenbauer have won the World Cup 
as both a player and a coach. Deschamps will 
join them if his team win Sunday’s final against 
Croatia in Moscow.

His six years in charge have provided not only 
a French record 52 wins in 82 matches but also 
see him deal with the bitter disappointment of 
defeat at home in Paris to Portugal in the 2016 
European Championship final plus the storm 
over Karim Benzema’s suspension.

Deschamps was accused of racism and had 
graffiti to that effect scrawled on the wall of his 
house after Benzema was kicked out of the team 
over a sex tape scandal, but making bold deci-
sions has been a hallmark of his tenure.

Paul Pogba was dropped during the last 
World Cup in Brazil, Samuel Umtiti brought in 
during EURO-2016, and in Russia two inexpe-
rienced fullbacks were chosen from the start of 
the tournament.

The fact that only nine players have survived 
from the EURO-2016 squad shows a steely streak, 
with Deschamps not hesitating to offer a chance 
to players with potential. Kylian Mbappe would 
seem obvious, but Lucas Hernandez and Ben-
jamin Pavard on the flanks now looks inspired.

Team spirit

For Deschamps, who turns 50 in October, 
much is about a family atmosphere. Mobile 
phones are banned when the players eat to-
gether, and efforts to build team spirit are a top 
priority. A PlayStation world cup, complete with 
group phases and subsequent knockout rounds, 
is among the activities to take the players’ minds 
off the football while keeping the competitive 
juices flowing.

Tactics and formations have changed too, 
but always predicated on a solid defence.

“He deserves all the credit,” said captain 
Hugo Lloris after the semi-final success over 
Belgium.

“He is the one who develops the game plans. 
This victory is his. We applied to the letter what 
he asked us to do.”

“We need a coach who gives us his confi-
dence, who knows how to approach the games,” 
added Antoine Griezmann.

“Since the beginning of the competition he 
has got it right, and I hope it will be the same for 
the final,” he said.

Win or lose on Sunday, Deschamps will be 
staying in the job, French Football Federation 
president Noel Le Graet said this week, pointing 
out that his contract still has two years to run.

Chicago, July 14 (AP): Jabari 
Parker and the Chicago Bulls 
have agreed to a $40 million, 
two-year contract, bringing the 
talented and oft-injured forward 
to his hometown team.

Agent Mark Bartelstein con-
firmed the deal Saturday after 
the Milwaukee Bucks rescind-
ed their qualifying offer. That 
made Parker an unrestricted 
free agent, clearing the way for 
him to join the rebuilding Bulls.

Parker led Chicago's Simeon 
Career Academy to four state 
championships and starred for 
one season at Duke before the 
Bucks drafted him with the No. 
2 overall pick in 2014.

The Bulls are banking on 
him to stay healthy after he tore 

Moscow, July 14 (IANS): The 2018 FIFA World 
Cup in Russia has been a resounding success, 
according to the Local Organizing Committees 
chairman and Russian Vice Prime Minister, 
Arkady Dvorkovich, who on Saturday praised 
the work done across the country's 12 host 
cities.

The majority of the heavy lifting in terms 
of logistics is nearly complete; all that remains 
is the third-place playoff pitting Belgium 
against England later Saturday, followed by the 
Croatia-France final on Sunday, reports Efe. 

"Based on the feedback, Russia's World 
Cup was a real success. This is the opinion of 
the fans, those who traveled across the country 
and the opinion of the TV audience," Dvorkov-
ich said during a press conference. 

"The cities coped both in terms of hospital-
ity and security. The most important thing is 
that our citizens showed that Russia is an open 
and friendly country," he added. 

Local Organizing Committee CEO Alexey 
Sorokin highlighted how well Russia handled 
the massive influx of World Cup supporters, 
saying "Airports processed a total of 15 million 
passengers during the World Cup, it's mind-
blowing. Over 300,000 passengers used the free 
trains. Around 7 million people attended the 
fan fests. Our guests are happy and returning 
home with warm feelings."

"We were pleasantly surprised with the 
98 per cent attendance rate at the matches. 
We showed to the whole world that we love 
football and we are the country of football," 
he added. 

Sorokin also highlighted his national 
team's "brilliant performance" that brought 
them to their first-ever World Cup quarterfi-
nals, where they lost to Croatia on a penalty 
shootout.

Didier Deschamp

a ligament in his left knee twice 
in four seasons with Milwaukee.

Parker has averaged 15.3 
points and 5.5 rebounds.

Sachsenring (Germany), July 14 (IANS): Spanish rider 
Marc Marquez of Honda clinched the pole position on 

Saturday for the German MotoGP.
Ahead of Sunday's race, Marquez 

was narrowly the fastest with a time of 
one minute, 20.295 seconds, Efe news 
agency reported.

However, this was a mere 0.025 
seconds ahead of Italy's Danilo Petrucci 
(Pramac Ducati), who came second, 
while Spain's Jorge Lorenzo (Ducati) 
who was only 0.057 seconds off the 
pace. 

This was Marquez's ninth consecu-
tive pole at the Sachsenring in all cat-
egories, his sixth of the season and the 
48th of his MotoGP career. 

Spaniard Maverick Vinales (Mo-
vistar Yamaha) came fourth, 0.171 
seconds off the pace, followed by Italy's 
Andrea Dovizioso (Ducati).

Moscow, July 14 (Reuters): Argentine Nestor 
Pitana’s roundabout route to becoming a 
World Cup final referee has taken in work 
as a film extra and as a security guard at a 
disco as well as a spell playing basketball at 
regional level.

The 43-year-old from the small sub-
tropical province of Misiones will become 
the second referee after compatriot Horacio 
Elizondo to officiate at both the opening 
match and final after being picked for Sun-
day’s match between France and Croatia.

At 1.92 metres tall (6ft 3in), Pitana is 
a physically imposing figure who, having 
learned his trade in the cut-and-thrust 
world of Argentine domestic football, does 
not take to being bullied by angry players.

“Pitana is as strong as a rock,” Pierluigi 
Collina, the head of FIFA’s refereeing com-
mittee, told Argentine media at the start of 
the tournament.

 “He won’t allow himself to be taken in by 
the players’ protests and demands.”

According to the statistics on website 

Transfermarkt, Pitana has refereed 347 pro-
fessional games, shown 1,658 yellow cards 
and 108 red cards and awarded 81 penalties 
since his debut in 2007.

Like any referee, he has not avoided be-
ing caught up in controversy.

In a league match in April, he failed to 
see the Estudiantes goalkeeper had been 
unable to keep the ball in play while try-
ing to prevent a corner and seconds later 
awarded Chacarita a penalty.

“If I had been playing, the match prob-
ably would not have finished,” said furious 
Estudiantes president Juan Veron after his 
side’s 2-0 defeat.

Pitana is also remembered for his part 
in a Superclasico derby in 2014 when River 
Plate scored a late winner from a corner 
that Boca Juniors claimed should not have 
been given.

Having played basketball and football 
at regional level, Pitana took up refereeing 
and also studied physical education.

He also took on odd jobs which includ-
ed a minor acting role as a prison guard in 
the 1997 Argentine film “La Furia” as well as 
working as a lifeguard and a security guard 
at a disco.

He made his refereeing debut in the top 
flight of Argentine football in 2007, became 
an international referee three years later 
and officiated at four matches at the last 
World Cup in Brazil.

“For any kid who loves football, the 
dream is to get to the World Cup final,” he 
told FIFA’s website.

“This team have worked so hard to get 
where we are, we’ve managed one of the 
greatest achievements in the world of ref-
ereeing. And now we want to finish the job, 
in the best way possible.”


