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PB Acharya along with resource persons, principals and representatives of  various colleges of Nagaland during the annual conference 
-cum-seminar of the Nagaland College Principals' Forum.
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New Delhi, July 13 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court today took a strong note of 
the Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry's decision to set up a social 
media hub for monitoring online data, 
observing that it will be "like creating a 
surveillance state". 

The top court said the government 
wants to tap citizens' WhatsApp mes-
sages and sought its response within 
two weeks.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra and Justices A M Khanwilkar 
and D Y Chandrachud issued notice 
to the Centre on a plea by Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) legislator Mahua 
Moitra and sought Attorney General K 
K Venugopal's assistance in the matter.

"The government wants to tap 
citizens' WhatsApp messages. It will 
be like creating a surveillance state," 
the bench said.

Senior advocate A M Singhvi, ap-
pearing for Moitra, said the govern-
ment has issued request for proposal 
and the tender will be opened on Au-
gust 20.

"They want to monitor social me-
dia content with the help of this social 
media hub," Singhvi said.

The bench then said it is listing the 
matter on August 3, before the opening 
of tender on August 20 and the AG or 
any law officer for the government will 
assist the court in the matter.

Earlier, on June 18, the apex court 
had refused to accord urgent hearing 
on the plea seeking to stay a central 
government move to set up a 'Social 
Media Communication Hub' that 
would collect and analyse digital and 
social media content.

The counsel for Moitra had said 
that the government is trying to moni-
tor social media content of individuals 
by tracking their social media accounts 
such as those on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram, and their e-mails.

Recently, the Broadcast Engineer-
ing Consultants India Limited (BECIL), 
a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) un-
der the ministry, had floated a tender 
to supply a software for the project.

"A technology platform is needed 

to collect digital media chatter from all 
core social media platforms as well as 
digital platforms such as news, blogs... 
In a single system providing real-time 
insights, metrics and other valuable 
data," the tender document says.

Under the project, media persons 
would be employed on contractual ba-
sis in each district to be the "eyes and 
ears" of the government and provide 
real-time updates from the ground.

The tender document says the 
platform is expected to provide auto-
mated reports, tactical insights and 
comprehensive work-flows to initiate 
engagement across digital channels.

"The platform maybe used to dis-
seminate content and hence, should 
support publishing features," the 
document says, adding the platform 
needs to power a real-time New Media 
Command Room," according to the 
tender document.

It should also help the ministry 
to understand the impact of various 
social media campaigns conducted on 
Centre-run schemes, it says.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): Governor 
PB Acharya on Friday said ‘conven-
tional degrees should be supple-
mented by skill courses’ in colleges.

He was speaking at the annual 
conference-cum-seminar of the 
Nagaland College Principals’ Fo-
rum (NCPF) at Sazolie College in 
Jotsoma, according to a Raj Bhavan 
press release. “Governor Acharya 
said that we need an education 
system to strengthen, empower and 
develop the youth of the nation and 
opined that educational institutions 
play a very important role in nation-
building.  

“He said that skill development 

was the driving force behind the 
financial growth of any country and 
skill building was a powerful tool to 
empower individuals and improve 
their social acceptance. He stated 
that the challenge lies in quantita-
tive and qualitative expansion of 
facilities for skill training and called 
on the Principals to impart the 
right knowledge and skill to their 
students. Our students when they 
come out of colleges should be em-
ployable,” the statement reported 
him as saying. 

Acharya asked the principals to 
‘play their role towards the devel-
opment of the state.’ He urged the 

colleges to visit villages at regular 
intervals and to identify the benefi-
ciaries for central and state flagship 
programmes for the development 
of the state. 

The president of the Association 
of Indian College Principals (AICP), 
Prof. Dr. Subhash Brahmbhatt, 
while delivering a speech on behalf 
of AICP, said that principals should 
work for the quality of education and 
urged them to find ways to inculcate 
the right knowledge to students. He 
also encouraged the principals to 
get their colleges to go for NAC ac-
creditation ‘as it will be needed in the 
years to come.’ 

Hyderabad, July 13 (IANS): Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) President Amit 
Shah on Friday said that construc-
tion of a grand Ram temple at Ayo-
dhya will begin before the 2019 
elections.

Shah told a meeting of party 
leaders here that steps will be taken 
to clear the decks for launching 

construction of the temple before 
the polls.

BJP National Executive member 
Perala Sekharjee briefed the media 
about the meeting at BJP's Telan-
gana state unit office.

"Considering the developments, 
I believe that construction of Ram 
temple will begin before the coming 

general elections," Sekharjee quoted 
Shah as saying.

The BJP chief, who arrived on 
a day-long visit to Hyderabad on 
Friday, also told the meeting that the 
elections will not be advanced. 

Shah told his party colleagues to 
prepare strategies to bring the party 
to power in the state.

Peshawar/Karachi, July 13 
(PTI): At least 90 people, 
including a top nationalist 
leader, were killed and more 
than 180 others injured 
today as powerful bomb 
blasts targeted two separate 
election rallies in Pakistan, 
the deadliest in a string 
of attacks on candidates 
ahead of the July 25 polls.

Mi l i t a n t s  t a rg e t e d 
a gathering of the Balo-
chistan Awami Party (BAP) 
leader Siraj Raisani in Mas-
tung area of Balochistan 
province.

"Raisani succumbed to 

wounds while he was being 
shifted to Quetta," District 
Police Officer Mohammad 
Ayub Achakzai said. 

Raisani is the brother 
of former Chief Minister of 
Balochistan Nawab Aslam 
Raisani. 

The nature of the attack 
was not known and police 
and intelligence agencies 
were trying of figure out if it 
was a suicide bombing.

At least 85 people, in-
cluding Raisani, were killed 
and more than 150 injured 
in a deadly blast, Dawn 
newspaper quoted Balo-

chistan's caretaker health 
minister Faiz Kakar as say-
ing.

Initially the death toll 
was not high but many crit-
ically injured persons in-
cluding Siraj Raisani passed 
away in hospitals, Kakar 
said.

He said the death toll 
could rise further as 120 
other people have been 
wounded in the explosion.

Officials of the Bomb 
Disposal Squad (BDS) con-
firmed that it was a suicide 
blast. They said that around 
16-20 kilogram of explo-

sives were used in the at-
tack.

Following the incident, 
an emergency was declared 
in Quetta hospitals, with 
additional medical staff 
summoned. 

T h e  a t t a c k  c a m e 
hours after a bomb hit a 
rally of Akram Khan Dur-
rani of Mutahida Majlis 
Amal (MMA), an alliance 
of religious party, includ-
ing Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazal (JUI-F) and Jamaat-
e-Islami, in Bannu area 
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
province.

Five persons were killed 
and over 37 other injured, 
police said.

Durrani was unhurt in 
the attack. He later visited 
the injured in a hospital 
in Bannu and said that his 
vehicle was damaged in the 
attack.

Durrani, who is con-
testing in July 25 elections 
against Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaaf chief Imran Khan, 
announced that he will 
continue campaign despite 
threats.

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the two 

attacks so far. 
The twin attacks came 

as former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif along with his 
daughter Maryam returned 
to the country to face arrest 
in a corruption case. 

The law and order had 
suddenly deteriorated 
ahead of elections despite 
claims by the government 
and security forces that ter-
rorism has been wiped out 
of the country.

President Mamnoon 
Hussain and Prime Minis-
ter Nasirul Mulk also con-
demned the attack in sepa-

rate statements.
On Monday, a suicide 

bomber killed Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP) leader 
and candidate in the gener-
al elections, Haroon Bilour 
and 19 others after striking 
at a corner election meeting 
in Peshawar city.

The Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Taliban claimed respon-
sibility for the attack on the 
ANP rally. 

On July 7, seven people 
were injured when a convoy 
of a Muttahida Majlis-i-
Amal came under attack in 
Bannu.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
The Naga Students Federa-
tion (NSF) has suggested the 
chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio to make it man-
datory for all colleges in the 
state to undergo evaluation 
by the National Assessment 
and Accreditation Council 
(NAAC). 

This suggestion, along 
with five others, was con-
tained in a representation to 
the chief minister – a copy of 
which was made available 
to the local newspapers on 
Friday. According to the NSF, 
the suggestions were the re-
sult of ‘educational tours’ to 
various colleges initiated by 
the association.       

It reasoned that the cen-
tral government has changed 
its ‘pattern and mode of 
funding’ colleges depend-
ing on their respective per-
formance. Thus, all colleges 
should be evaluated by the 
NAAC ‘in order to account for 
quality and standard educa-
tion’, it stated. 
Grant-in-aid to private col-
leges: Till the academic 
year 2014, it informed, the 
colleges had been receiving 
a nominal amount of finan-
cial assistance in the form 
of grant-in-aid from the 

department of Higher Edu-
cation. But from 2015 the 
mount had been ‘drastically 
slashed to a meagre amount 
(almost 80% reduction of 
the total amount received 
in the year 2014), the NSF 
stated.

It demanded that the 
government allocate more 
fund ‘in order to provide for 
adequate assistance in the 
form of grant-in-aid to the 
colleges.’
Assistant professors on 
contract: “The department 
has appointed several assist-
ant professors on contract 
basis in the government col-
leges however, the salary 
paid to them in just a mea-
gre amount and taking into 
consideration the workload 
and services rendered by the 
asst. professors, the NSF ap-
peal upon the government 
to review and enhance the 
salary,” it stated. 
Appointment of assistant 
professor: The NSF also 
cited the ‘Cabinet meeting 
minutes no. CAB-2/2013 
dated the 5th July, 2018 on 
the approval for creation of 
110 assistant professor posts 
in various colleges in the 
state under the department 
of Higher Education.’ It de-

manded all posts to be req-
uisitioned to the Nagaland 
Public Service Commission 
(NPSC); and for appoint-
ment of said posts, strict 
adherence to the laid down 
norms of recruitment should 
be followed.
Study materials for college 
library: All government-run 
colleges in the state do not 
receive any library materials, 
according to the NSF. “How-
ever, it is a necessity and of 
utmost relevance for stu-
dents to refer to study mate-
rials from the college library. 
Therefore, the Federation 
urge upon the government 
to adequately supply study 
materials for the college li-
braries.”
Bio-metric attendance: Few 
colleges have introduced 
bio-metric attendance and 
it is recommended that the 
same system be established 
in all the colleges, the NSF 
suggested. According to the 
federation, it improves the 
efficiency and regularity of 
the staff in the institutions, 
and will ensure “No Work, No 
Pay” in totality.

The NSF requested for 
a written reply to its office 
‘within 20 days on receipt of 
this representation.’

New Delhi, July 13 (IANS): 
Union Minister Maneka 
Gandhi on Friday called 
upon all Chief Ministers to 
appoint adequate number 
of Protection Officers (POs) 
with independent charge 
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of the Protection 
of Women from Domestic 
Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005.

The Women and Child 
Development Minister has 
written a letter to the Chief 
Ministers in this regard, so 
as to provide immediate 
protection and relief to the 
women facing violence with-
in families, according to an 
official statement.

"It has come to my notice 
that in most states, officers of 
other departments are given 
this responsibility as an ad-
ditional charge. Considering 
the practical situation of how 
feasible it is for a woman 
to come out of her home 
to register a complaint, it is 
important that we appoint 
more POs," the Minister said 
in the statement.

She also insists on mak-
ing public details of the of-
ficers deputed for the duty, 
so that they can be eas-
ily accessed by the aggrieved 
women and has also request-
ed that a separate budget 
be allocated for the smooth 

functioning of POs, provid-
ing support to survivors, ca-
pacity building for staff and 
for generating awareness.

Gandhi has further men-
tioned that for the conven-
ience of women, Form IV of 
the Act, which enumerates 
the rights of the women, 
be translated into local lan-
guages.

"Every woman has the 
right to lead a life free from 
violence. I urge you to per-
sonally initiate action to pre-
vent violence against women 
and ensure protection of the 
rights of women through 
effective implementation of 
the Act," Gandhi added. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 13 (EMN): De-
manding hike in the price of 
sands and stones, Manja Lo-
cal Sand & Stone Supplier Un-
ion (MLSSSU) has imposed 
an indefinite ban on supply of 
sands and stones from Friday.

The MLSSSU’s decision 
was announced on July 12 by 
its president, Bhim Terang, 
during a press conference. 

According to Terang the 
union has been demanding 
for increase in the rate of 
sand from INR 22 per cft to 
INR 66 per cft. He added that 
until the rate is increased, the 
sand ‘mahalders’ would not 
supply sand to anywhere.

Terang also informed 
that sand ‘mahalders’ from 
Lahorijan, Dimapur and 
Dhansiri have also closed 
down their businesses. He 
contended that with no uni-
formity in rate of sand, it 
causes great loss for the sup-
pliers as well as buyers. 

He had also urged the 
sand suppliers to register 
their names with the union 
and cautioned that any sup-
plier not registered with the 
union would not be allowed 
to supply sand from Karbi 
Anglong area. 

The union further sought 
support from the ‘mahal-
ders’ as well as the truck 
owners’ association during 
the ban period. 

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): The 
All Kohima Indane Distribu-
tors Union has informed 
that the Indane distributors’ 
shops in Kohima have decid-
ed to ‘close down indefinitely 
till further notice.’

A press release from the 
union on Friday stated that 
the closure was because 
“our LPG vehicles are not al-
lowed to pass at Chumuke-
dima check gate.” 
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Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and his team of minister and advisors including the deputy chief minister of Nagaland, Y Patton on Friday 
held a short programme at Nagaland House in RK Puram, New Delhi. A press release from the public relations officer to Nagaland House 
informed that the programme was to mark the newly constructed building and also the Naga Christian Fellowship (NCF) chapel hall’ 
becoming operational. Rio thanked the NCF chaplin, Rev. Dr. Rickey Medom for the fellowship’s prayer support and spiritual guidance 
to the Nagas in general and student community in particular. The Nagaland House in RK Puram has 34 rooms along with 4 dormitories 
available to visitors, it informed. Seen here in the picture is Rio handing over the keys of NCF chapel hall to Medom.
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Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
President of Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers’ 
Organisation (NVCO), 
Kezhokhoto Savi who 
is also the professor in-
charge of BCI practical 
and training of Kohima 
Law College, has offi-
cially launched “Know 
your rights & entitlement 
awareness campaign” 
on July 13 in the college 
premises.

The campaign was 
launched to create aware-
ness in the society, the 
press release received 
here on Friday from the 
college informed.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
launching programme, 
Savi  has declared to 
c o n d u c t  a w a r e n e s s 
campaign on consum-
er rights, Food Safety & 
Standard Act 2006, hu-
man rights, Lokayukta, 
National Food Security 

Col. KK Misra, commanding officer, and Lt. Col. Philips Stanley John, second-in-command 
of 164 Inf Bn (TA) (H&H) Naga, during the meeting with the state governor, PB Acharya, 
on July 12. It was informed that the trio had discussion on the role of 164 Inf Bn (TA) 
(H&H) Naga in Nagaland.

Kezhokhoto Savi with LLB students during the launch of the awareness campaign in the college premises in 
Kohima on July 13.

Self help groups witnessing live webcasting of Prime Minister’s ‘Samvad’ on July 12. 

Officials from Sericulture and central silk board with the participants during the state level workshop at the 
Capital Convention Centre in Kohima.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 24.2 19.2 22 90 11.8

ZBT 25.5 17.3 22.5 95 NIL

MON 35 23 24.4 85 45.8

TUENSANG 20.2 18 16.1 83 4

MKG 27.2 19.4 19.5 76 29.3

PHEK 27.2 19.6 21.1 84 NIL

KIPHIRE 28 20.4 22.5 95 2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 29.5 21 23.5 98 11.2

TSEMINYU 27.6 19.4 24.4 85 19.4

JALUKIE 29 18 19.7 95 3

MANGKOLEMBA 31.8 23.8 25.9 94 32.6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
With the rest of the states 
in the country, Nagaland 
State Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (SRLM) has or-
ganised a ‘Direct Sam-
vad (dialogue)’- live we-
bcasting interaction of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, with members of 
self-help groups (SHGs) 
under Deendayal Antyo-
daya Yojana – National 
Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(Day-NRLM), Deen Day-
al Upadhyaya Grameen 
Kaushalaya Yojana (DDU-
GKY) and Rural Self Em-
ployment Training Insti-
tutes (RSETIs).

D a y - N R L M  h a s 
emerged as the largest 
institutional platform for 
women’s empowerment 
towards poverty allevia-
tion in the country. With 
DDU-GKY, RSETI and 

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
The commissioner-secre-
tary of Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly informed that 
chairman of the Commit-
tee on Public Accounts, KT 
Sukhalu has convened an 
oral evidence meeting of the 
committee, (NLA) with the 
departmental representa-
tives from July 17 to 19th.

Meeting for Youth Re-
sources and Sports; In-
dustries and Commerce; 
Nagaland State Transporta-
tion; Social Welfare; Rural 
Development; and Forest, 
Ecology, Environment and 
Wildlife will be held on July 
17, while are School Educa-

tion; Agriculture and Allied 
departments; and Public 
Works departments will be 
held on 18, and Labour and 
Employment; Planning and 
Co-ordination; Treasuries 
and Accounts; Civil Secre-
tariat; and Finance depart-
ments on July 19.

The notification further 
informed that the commit-
tee will take oral evidence 
on the audit para(s) of gov-
ernment departments on 
the report of the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General 
of India 2014-2015. All the 
committee members have 
been requested to attend 
the meeting accordingly.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): Sub-
Divisional Officer (civil) Jakhama 
has a joint coordination meeting 
with departments and stakehold-
ers regarding Dzükou valley and its 
related activities at its office on July 
13 in Jakhama.

According to DPRO report re-
ceived here on Friday, the meeting 
was held to discuss the manage-
ment of Dzükou and to provide 
regulatory guidelines so that tour-
ists / trekkers do not get lost. 

During the meeting, the mem-
bers present have adopted three 
agendas-tourists will be able to 
access southern Dzükou through 
Jakhama and Viswema route only; 
blanket ban on hunting activities; 
and to set up Dzukoü management 
committee. It also informed that it 

will bring out a blueprint with con-
sultations of all stakeholders.

The meeting also deliberated 
on fresh trail mapping of routes 
alongwith stakeholders, identifica-
tion of spots with phone signal and 
the mandatory use of guides by 
tourists from outside the state etc.  
Concerns relating to the mainte-
nance and improvement of infra-
structures and services available 
were also taken up with the depart-
ment of Tourism, it informed.

The meeting was convened 
by the SDO AT THE, Jakhama and 
attended by DDMO Kohima, of-
ficials from department of Tourism 
and Forest, EAC Kezocha, South-
ern Angami Public Organization, 
Southern Angami and other stake-
holders.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN):  The 
chairman of Nagaland Inland Wa-
terways Board (NIWB) KG Kenye 
has a meeting at Hotel Japfü in 
Kohima on July 13.

The meeting was attended by 
secretary of Transport, Kinilo Apon, 
who is also the member secretary 
of NIWB and R Eyenthung Ngullie, 
nodal officer of NIWB and repre-

sentatives from the allied depart-
ments of Power, Work & Housing 
and Planning were also present.

During the meeting, the mem-
bers discussed the connectivity of 
Nagaland via Inland Waterways. 
The Tizu-Zungki waterways which 
was recently declared as National 
Highway-101 by Inland Waterways 
Authority of India (IWAI) was the 

focal point of the discussion, the 
press release receive from personal 
secretary to MP informed.

The Transport department 
was made the nodal department 
to foresee all Inland waterways 
project while other departments 
can to act as the stakeholders to 
collaborate and coordinate.

Kenye who is also the MP Rajya 

Sabha thanked all the departments 
for their participation and assured 
them to take up the matter with 
the Central government in his best 
capacity. He further requested the 
Transport department and also all 
allied departments to cooperate 
and work as a single unit to accom-
plish such major project to uplift 
the economy of the state.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
A state level workshop 
was organized by the de-
partment of Sericulture 
on 3rd Party Evaluation 
Report conducted by M/s 
NABCONS for the imple-
mentation of Integrated 
Sericulture Development 
Project (ISDP) and Inten-
sive Bivoltine Sericulture 
Development Project (IB-
SDP) under North Eastern 
Region Textiles Promotion 
Schemes (NERTPS) on July 
11 at Capital Convention 
Centre, Kohima. 

The commissioner-Sec-
retary of Sericulture, An-
gau I Thou; scientist-D and 
head of regional office, Cen-

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
The district election offic-
er (DEO) Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel has informed 
that the draft list of poll-
ing station for 1-Dimapur 
–I, 2-Dimapur-II , 3-Di-
mapur-III, 4-Ghaspani-I, 
an 5-Ghaspani-II assem-
bly constituencies have 
been prepared and pub-
lished and is available in 
the election section, at 
Office of the District Elec-
tion. DC has informed 
that any claims / objec-
tions to the draft should 
be made on or before July 
25 during office hours.

Tuensang: The District 
Election Officer (DEO) of 
Tuensang, L Jamithung 
Lotha has informed that 
the draft list of polling 
stations has been pre-
pared for all the seven as-
sembly constituencies in 
Tuensang district which 
is in accordance with the 
returning officer’s hand 
book. The draft list has 
been published on July 
13. The derailment of pro-
posals for creation of new 
polling stations, shifting 
of station, and change of 
nomenclature under Tu-
ensang district will keep 

on the notice board of the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
office. In case of objection 
and suggestion related to 
the draft list, the presi-
dent of BJP, NDPP, NPP, 
NPF, INC and members in 
concern of the district are 
asked to lodge to the of-
fice of the DC on or before 
the July 21.

Pughoboto: The DEO 
of Pughoboto, Phuleshe 
K Yepthomi has informed 
that in pursuance of the 
provisions of Section 25 
of the Representation of 
the People Act of 1951, 
the draft list for polling 
stations under 13-Pugh-
oboto assembly constitu-
ency has been published. 
The draft list is made 
available at the office of 
the DEO. 

Mon: The additional 
deputy commissioner 
(ADC) of Mon, Kumar 
Ramnikant, has informed 
that the draft list of poll-
ing stations of all the as-
sembly segments un-
der Mon district is being 
prepared. The public are 
invited for inspection in 
the Office of the Deputy 
Commissioner and Dis-
trict Election Officer and 

in all administrative of-
ficers’ offices under Mon 
district. Any objection 
and suggestion can be 
intimated to ADC office 
on or before July 18.

Wokha: The district 
election officer of Wokha, 
Dr. Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon, has informed 
all the elected members, 
political parties and the 
public of Wokha district 
that the draft list of poll-
ing stations has been pub-
lished under Section 25 of 
the RP Act 1951 for 37 Tyui 
AC, 38 Wokha AC, 39 Sanis 
AC, and 40 Bhandari AC. 

He informed that a 
copy of the said list is 
made available for in-
spection in the Election 
branch, Office OF THE 
Deputy Commissioner 
and District Election Of-
ficer. In the event of any 
suggestion / modification 
/ objection to the draft 
list, he has requested all 
the concerned to submit-
ted in writing on or before 
July 18. Submission of 
objection / modification 
/ suggestion after the ex-
piry of the specified date 
would not be entertained, 
DEO informed.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has con-
demned the ‘inhuman 
torture and cold blooded 
murder’ of two unarmed 
NSCN members namely 
Tenwang Wangsa from 
Senua Noksa village and 
Acham Wangsu from 
Longphong village at Sen-
ua Noksa village under 
Longding district, Aru-
nachal, in full view of the 
public.

NSCN (IM), through 
its MIP, has slammed the 
16th Assam Rifles under 
the command of Major KB 
Singh of the Wakka outpost 
for the cold blooded mur-
der of its two razou peyus 
and claiming to have killed 
in an encounter.

It alleged that the As-
sam Rifles personnel had 
killed its members at the 
residence of the deputy vil-
lage chief after over power-
ing them. It went on to add 
that the Assam Rifles per-
sonnel resorted to blank 

firing throughout the night 
to mislead the villagers on 
pretext that the two were 
killed in an encounter. The 
dead bodies were handed 
over to the family and vil-
lagers after 3 pm on the 
following day on July 12, 
it added.

NSCN (IM) has also 
accused the Assam Rifles 
personnel of crossing all 
human ethics in total dis-
regard to the dead. 

Claiming that  the 
members were captured 
and murdered through 
the sinister design of the 
Assam Rifles by inviting 
them at the residence of 
the deputy chief of the vil-
lage upon the request of 
the two decoys, NSCN (IM) 
stated that the question of 
encounter or the Assam 
Rifles personnel coming 
under fire from the victims 
or weapons captured from 
the victims was baseless, 
ridiculous and highly ma-
licious. 

It also mentioned that 
Sergeant Pangang Gang-
sa, a Naga army of Wakka 
village, was killed right 
in front of his wife by the 
same 16 Assam Rifles per-
sonnel on May 25, 2018. 
On the following day, the 
Assam Rifles had proudly 
claimed in the media to 
have killed him in an en-
counter. 

While condemning the 
incident, NSCN (IM) ex-
pressed remorse that in 
its sincere quest for peace 
it has instead become a 
victim of the ceasefire. It 
added that NSCN has lost 
more members during the 
ceasefire period begin-
ning from August 1997 till 
date when compared to 
the number of casualties 
during the non-ceasefire 
period. 

It has further accused 
the Assam Rifles of try-
ing to destroy the peace 
process initiated by the 
Government of India.

Jamir to address award prog. 
in Kohima
Former chief minister and governor, Dr. SC Jamir will 
be addressing the 12th NI Jamir Academic Excellence 
Award programme on July 14 at Molu Ki in Kohima 
at 11 am. Advisor for Industries & Commerce, NIDC, 
Imnatiba will attend the programme as the guest 
speaker. 

GPRN recovers one scooter 
Office of the Government of the People’s Republic 
of Nagaland has informed that it has recovered 
one scotty Access 125 CC (maroon colour) bearing 
chassis no. MB8DP11ACH8361323 and engine no. 
AF211254490. Rightful owner has been informed 
to claim from GPRN-1 office within three days with 
relevant documents. For further queries one may 
contact 9612237122. 

Mon club to screen World Cup 
final match
The Officers’ Club Mon will be screening World Cup 
final match at the Club Stadium on July 15 at Mon. 
The deputy commissioner and the club’s president 
will be hosting a ‘pre-show dinner.’ All the officers 
posted in Mon district have been invited to witness 
the final match.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Act 2013, Environmental 
and Street Vendors Act, 
public services delivery 
system etc. 

On the issue of Lokay-
ukta and illegal taxation 
and illegal collection of 

cash on the highways in 
Nagaland, Savi has denied 
a news report published 
in ‘The Week.’

“The NVCO had at no 
point of time informed 
the National Investigation 

Agency (NIA) in connec-
tion with the summoning 
of the former chief minis-
ter, TR Zeliang or others 
by the NIA. The NVCO 
had never met or talk to 
any member of NIA,” Savi 

maintained.  
Each student of the 

final year LLB were allot-
ted seven minutes time 
to present a topic of their 
choice, which is more 
less a final rehearsal to be 
conducted in several col-
leges led by its professor 
in-charge.

Savi stated that every 
topic seemed to be im-
portant as awareness was 
lacking in the society ei-
ther on ‘food safety’ or 
‘food security.’ He also 
stated that food items 
available in the market are 
not safe adding the citi-
zens are not getting rice 
as per entitlement under 
National Food Security 
Act 2013. 

He further remarked 
that every citizen, be in 
the urban or rural, should 
know their rights as guar-
anteed by the Consumer 
Protection Act of 1986. 

SVEP as sub-schemes of 
DAY-NRLM that focus-
es on supporting rural 
youth in accessing wage-

employment and self-
employment respectively, 
state NSRLM programme 
manager, Imonenla Im-

kong Phom, stated in a 
press release. 

He  a d d e d  t h a t  i t 
sought to mobilise all 

rural households into 
SHGs, build their skills 
and enable access to for-
mal sources of finance, 
entitlements and services 
from both public and pri-
vate sectors.

In Nagaland, Day-
NRLM is being imple-
mented in  43  blocks 
under nine districts. As 
of June 2018, more than 
40,000 women have been 
mobilised into 4409 SHGs, 
which has federated into 
211 village organisations 
and 12 cluster level fed-
erations and an amount 
of INR 305 lakhs accessed 
as bank credit. Also, 1200 
rural enterprises and 1733 
rural youths are support-
ed under SVEP and RSETI 
respectively. 

It added that more 
than 700 community 
members in Nagaland 

have been trained and 
are engaged to provide 
support to community 
institutions in a variety 
of themes such as train-
ing and capacity build-
ing, book-keeping, liveli-
hoods, financial services 
and FNHW/Gender.

Over 30,000 members 
of SHGs under 29 inten-
sive blocks from nine 
districts have witnessed 
the dialogue telecasted 
live by Doordashan and 
webcasted by National 
Informatics Centre (NIC). 

SHGs have interacted 
on anti-alcohol move-
ment; maize value chain 
and marketing; brick-
making unit; business 
correspondent Sakhi and 
tamarind value chain and 
marketing; and manufac-
turing and marketing of 
sanitary napkins. 

tral Silk Board, Government 
of India, BN Choudury; 
and director of Sericulture, 
Imtisosang Ao highlighted 
the observations and sug-

gestions of the evaluation. 
Fu t u re  ro a d  m a p s 

for NERTPS project was 
framed by the expert penal 
from Central Silk Board, a 

press release received from 
the department informed.

About 150 progressive 
from all the districts partici-
pated in the workshop.  

Role talk
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Bangerloba Ao speaking at the GB’s Union annual general meeting 
programme in Dimapur.

Officials from Fisheries department and DC during the opening programme for sale of local fish on Friday 
at Tuensang town market.

EM Images
Special guest Susank Ghatraj (right) at the 204th Bhanu Jayanti celebration at Town hall in Dimapur on 
Friday, July 13. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
The Naga Council Dimapur 
President, Bangerloba Ao 
exhorted the GB’s union of 
Dimapur to dedicate them-
selves to the service of the 
people. The NCD president 
was peaking as a guest at 
the annual general meeting 
programme of the ‘GB’s Un-
ion Dimapur’ held at Lotha 
Hoho Ki on July 13. 

The Naga Council Presi-
dent, Bangerloba Ao stated 
that one has to accept the 
job only after one’s dedica-
tion to serve the people 
selflessly and that that they 
should carry out their duties 
after appointment with the 
same dedication one had 
committed before corona-
tion.

 “Even if I don’t eat I will 
give it to others. I will fight 
for my neighbours, villag-

‘Dedication before coronation’ 
— Naga Council president

Fisheries department initiates 
sale of local fish in Tuensang

Review meeting between 
NSSATA and DoSE held 

Assam to get its first 
transgender judge today

Former Comm. Secy 
Ramongo Lotha no more 

Dimapur Gorkha community 
commemorates 204th Bhanu Jayanti

3STATE/REGION

DGP T John Longkumer flank by DIGP (range) Tuensang, K Kivigho Chishi;  DIGP (range) 
Kohima, Meren Jamir; CO, 14th NAP (IR) Nmuzhaho, Mongkoyanchu Chang and unit 
officers during the maiden visit of DGP to Nmuzaho, Okhezeng in Kiphire.

Taking charge

CONDOLENCE
Condolence to Late Asinlo Tep, 
Deputy Director’s family. The 
department of Agriculture, 
Nagaland deeply mourns the 
untimely demise of Late Asinlo 
Tep, Deputy Director of the 
Department. He joined the 
department on 25th October, 1991, 
through NPSC. He was a sincere 
and dedicated Officer during his 
service carrier in the Department. 
His absence is an immense loss to 
the department and the farming 
community.

At this moment of grief and 
sorrows, may God almighty grant 
solace to the bereaved family.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.
03.03.1966         07.07.2018

Director, Officers and Staff, 
Department of Agriculture, Nagaland

KG-2663

KG-2664

ers, and public. One needs 
to have commitment, dedi-
cation, and time,” stated 
Ao while adding that there 
should be no compromise 
and excuses for the Gaon 
Buras. 

The president has called 
on the elders to cooper-
ate among themselves and 
work hand in hand for the 
welfare of the people. Also 
he urged the GB union to 
coordinate with different 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
The Gorkha Students’ 
Union Dimapur (GSUD) 
commemorated the 204th 
Bhanu Jayanti celebration 
with the theme “our culture 
our identity” on Fri. July 13 
at Town hall in Dimapur.

The event was graced 
by People’s Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) minister of 
state Susank Ghatraj as the 
special guest.  

Ghatraj in his address 
exhorted the community 
for investment on youths 
as they are the pillars of the 

society. He also said that 
since Gorkhas are living in 
Nagaland they should live in 
unity with the Nagas’.

Also Ghatraj called on 
the community to honour 
and uphold their mother 
tongue Nepali which was 
one of the official language 

organisations, also among 
the colonies, villages, dis-
tricts etc. and work together 
for the upliftment of the 
people.

Earlier, the Extra Assist-
ant Commissioner (EAC) 
Wiridin Zeliang, who at-
tended the programme in 
lieu of ADC, Dimapur spoke 
about the duties, functions, 
and powers of the Gaon 
Bura. Zeliang stated that a 
GB is a village elder whose 
duty is to protect the village 
and look after the welfare of 
the people. A GB also acts 
as a mediator between the 
government and the village 
folks, the EAC asserted.

According to the EAC, 
the GB can play an impor-
tant role for overall develop-
ment of the villages, towns, 
and cities since they are the 
ones who know the place 
and its people well. They 

should check whether a 
place is free from drain-
age, flood, and criminal 
activities among others, also 
including keeping an eye 
on illegal immigrants, com-
munalism, and ensure for 
the peaceful co-existence.

Mentioning that a GB is 
appointed by the govern-
ment and that they form a 
part in government set up, 
the EAC urged the GB to 
keep away from engaging 
in politics actively and that 
they should also refrain 
from any forms of agitation. 

“You shouldn’t be too 
involved in politics because 
when you do so you may 
forget your roles and duties 
as a GB,” Zeliang stated.

Short speeches were 
also delivered by NGBF 
president Shalim Konyak 
and the DUUCF president 
Tsethungo Lotha..  

Our correspondent
Wokha, 13 July (EMN): Ramongo 
Lotha (IAS) ( retired Commis-
sioner & Secretary) hailing from 
Pangti Village, Wokha passed 
away at around 11 am on July 13 
NHAK Kohima reportedly after a 
massive stroke. 

He is survived by his wife 
and four children. Born on July 
14 1947 at Pangt under Wokha 
district, Late Ramongo Lotha did 
his matriculation from “Mokok-
chung Govt. High School” and 
graduated from St. Edmund’s 
College Shillong and completed 
his LLB from Guwahati.

He first joined in government 
service as a ‘CO’ in the year 1981, 
and was IAS officer in the year, 
Jan 2001.He also contested in 
the 13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Election from 39 Sanis 
Assembly Constituencies as JD 
(U) Candidate.

Funeral service will be held 
at  Signal Angami Block- II, H.No. 
21 near Living Stone Foundation 
Hr. Sec. School Dimapur on 14 
July at 7 am.

Condolences
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
The Chief Minister, Neiphiu Rio 
today expressed heartfelt sad-
ness over the sudden demise of  
Ramongo Lotha, IAS (retd.) on 
Fri July 13.

In a condolence message, 
Rio said Lotha had an illustri-
ous career starting from active 
involvement in student bodies 
since 1975. He joined govern-
ment service as an NCS officer 
in 1981 in the rank of circle of-
ficer and served the govern-
ment and the people in vari-
ous administrative circles and 
departments. He was inducted 
into the Indian Administrative 
Service w.e.f. 2001 and retired as 
commissioner-secretary on July 
31 2017. He also contested the 
recently concluded general as-
sembly elections 2018 from 39th 

Sanis assembly constituency.
Recalling his meetings with 

Lotha, Rio said he found him be 
a highly capable and dedicated 
officer who discharged his duties 
to the best of his ability. 

In his demise, the chief min-
ister said ‘we have lost a good 
soul whose contributions to 
the society as an officer will be 
remembered even in the days 
to come.’ 

Rio along with his wife and 
family expressed heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved fam-
ily and prayed that the Almighty 
God bestow His strength upon 
them to bear the loss. Rio further 
prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in eternal peace.  

Dy. CM Y Patton 

The Deputy Chief Minister, Y Pat-
ton, has mourned the untimely 
demise of Ramongo Jami, retired 
IAS officer, who passed away on 
July 13 in Kohima. 

Stating that he had a long 
time tested association, Patton 
has described him as a simple, 
humble, kind-hearted and a 
cheerful human being, who 
always had the courage to stand 
up and speak the truth. Besides 
being a sincere and hardwork-
ing senior government officer, 
Patton stated that Ramongo was 
a faithful person. 

He lamented that in his 
death, Nagas have lost a gem of 
a person adding the void created 
by his demise would be impos-
sible to fill. He has expressed 
regret for his inability to attend 
the funeral programme as he was 
away for some official works in 
New Delhi.

Patton has further conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed that 
the almighty God would grant 
strength and comfort them in 
their hour of grief. He has further 
prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

and advocated that their 
language should be com-
municated by all not only 
verbally but in writings as 
well. He exhorted the youths 
to take up their duties re-
sponsibly as they will be the 
future leaders of the society.

Lauding the GSUD for 
their commendable efforts, 
he encouraged them to con-
tinue with the same zeal. 

Dimapur Gorkha Union 
chairman Kumar Subba, 
in his address, reminded 
the students’ contribution 
made by Bhanu Bhakta 
Acharya in bringing the 
Gorkha Community togeth-
er by translating narrations 
in Nepali. 

Bhanu Bhakta Acharya 
was considered as Nepal’s 
first poet who translated 
the great epic “Ramayana” 
from Sanskrit to Nepali and 
Bhanu Jayanti is commem-
orated on July 13 every year 
to celebrate and honour the 
birthday of Bhanu Bhakta 
Acharya.   

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): 
To encourage commercial 
farming in the future, the 
department of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources has 
initiated the opening pro-
gramme for sale of fresh 
local fish on Friday at Tuen-
sang town market.

According to a DIRP re-
port on Friday, Tuensang 
district Fisheries officer 

Rongsenkumzuk stated that 
the sale of fresh local fish is 
an encouragement to farm-
ers for mass production of 
fish and it will also help to 
avoid import from outside 
the state. “Most importantly 
such a programme helps to 
channelise fish farming and 
its sellers and consumer 
within the district,” he said.

He said that farmers 

have potential for sufficient 
fish supply but they are 
farming only for self con-
sumption during festival 
season. The sale will be car-
ried out every Friday in the 
next three months, he in-
formed.

The deputy commis-
sioner of Tuensang, L Jamit-
hung Lotha also attended 
the opening programme.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): The first review 
meeting between Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers Association (NSSATA) 
(2010 and 2013) and the department of Edu-
cation was held on July 12. A press release 
from the association informed on Friday. 

The meeting was headed by principal 
secretary, director and senior account of-
ficer and the central and district executives 
of NSSATA, officials of the Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF) and the Eastern Naga 
Students’ Federation (NSF) attended the 
programme. The meeting was conducted as 
stated in the point of agreement at the time 
of the suspension of the 5 days agitation.

The association stated that the outcome 
of the meeting was positive. The depart-
ment assured that it is ‘sincerely and dili-
gently’ working and has made noticeable 

progress in addressing the issues of NSSATA, 
the press release added. The next review 
meeting has been scheduled on Aug. 18. 

Further, the NSSATA acknowledge the 
sincere initiatives taken by the NSF and 
ENSF and expressed gratitude for their 
continuous support from the time of the 
agitation till date.

It may be noted that the 5 days agitation 
by NSSATA was suspended through the in-
tervention of the NSF and ENSF. They acted 
as the mediator between the Department 
of Education and the agitated members of 
NSSATA.

The association urged the federations to 
continue to support the association. With 
the efforts and assistance of NSF and ENSF, 
there would be a final solution to the issues 
faced by the teachers, the NSSATA added.

Guwahati, July 13 (PTI): Assam’s first 
transgender judge will begin work at 
the lok adalat here from tomorrow 
making the north eastern state the 
third one in the country, after West 
Bengal and Maharashtra to have 
one such.

Swati Bidhan Baruah said to-
day that she will begin her stint in 
court number 25 in the Kamrup 
district and sessions court on after 
being appointed to the post by 
the Kamrup(metro) district legal 
services.

“My appointment as a judge in 
the lok adalat is a very positive mes-
sage for the society and will help 
create awareness on discrimination 
against transgenders,” she told re-
porters here.

“The capacity and capability of 
transgenders must be recognised 
and they must be provided with 
ample oppourtunities to ensure 
that they can lead a dignified life. I 
hope that I am able to maintain the 
principle of natural justice as a judge 
as lok adalats deal with settlement 
outside the court through arbitra-
tion, conciliation and mediation,” 
she added.

Speaking on the problems faced 
by transgenders in Assam, she said 
their current one is getting their 
names registered in the National 
Register of Citizens(NRC) as most of 
them are disowned by their families 
during their childhood and do not 
possess any document to prove their 
citizenship.

“We have documented the list 
of transgenders in the state and will 
soon appeal to the Supreme Court to 
ensure that they are included in the 
NRC and not labelled as foreigners”, 
she said.

There are also several unre-
solved cases against transgenders in 
the courts which she hoped will be 
resolved soon.

Baruah said she has plans to 
initiate mass sensitisation to end 
discrimination against transgenders 
and ensure that they get proper op-
purtunities to lead a life of dignity.

Joyita Mondal of North Dinajpur 
in West Bengal is the country’s first 
transgender judge and Vidya Kam-
ble from Nagpur in Maharashtra the 
second. Mondal assumed office in 
July last year and Kamble in Febru-
ary this year.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 13 (EMN): Normal 
life has been severely affected in 
Manipur on Friday in view of the 
24-hour general strike by Socialist 
Students Union Manipur, Pro-
letrian Feminist Movement and 
Socialist Women Association.

The general strike which start-
ed from the midnight of July 12 was 
called demanding to make public 
the draft bill to protect indigenous 

population before tabling it in the 
state assembly, settlement of bor-
der issues with Myanmar, justice 
for weightlifter Sanjita and trans-
parent posting system of govern-
ment teachers.

The general strike was effec-
tive in the greater Imphal area and 
some important location of the 
valley districts after the strike sup-
porters comprising mostly women 
came out in group and enforced 

the bandh.
Imphal roads wore a deserted 

look from dawn to dusk after the 
transport services were suspended 
for the day. Most of the govern-
ment and private offices, besides 
all the educational institutions 
both private and government, 
markets, shops and business es-
tablishments remained closed for 
the day.

Even though few offices 

around the state secretariat area 
in the heart of Imphal town were 
opened, the attendance of the 
staffs was very poor. All banks also 
remained closed.

The strike did not affect the 
normal functioning of Imphal In-
ternational airport and had no im-
pact in some district headquarters.

There was no report of any 
incident during the general strike 
till the filing of this report.

Guwahati, July 13 (PTI): As-
sam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today expressed his 
displeasure over the slow pace of 
implementation of Majuli pro-
tection project and warned of 
legal action against the organi-
sation if they fail to complete 
the project within stipulated 
timeframe.

“The protection of the river 
island is an emotional issue for 
the people of Assam as Majuli is 
the seat of the state’s Vaishnavite 
culture and heritage and any 
negligence by the organisation 
in implementing the project will 
lead to severe action against it,” 
Sonowal said while reviewing 
the progress of the project in 
Majuli.

The project was allotted to T 
K Engineering on November 24 
last year and has a timeframe of 
18 months which will expire on 
May, 2019.

The project entails 27 km 
long erosion protection work for 
a total cost of Rs 200 crore.

“The project for Majuli pro-
tection is the manifestation 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s commitment towards 
Assam and both the Brahmapu-
tra Board and the organisation 
must work with dedication and 
sincerity in implementing the 

project,” he added.
The chief minister also said 

that Tourism Minister Chandan 
Brahma, who is in-charge minis-
ter for looking after the Majuli af-
fairs, would again hold a review 
meeting next month and in case 
of any lapse, legal action would 
be taken.

Both the Central and the 
state government have come 
forward to solve the perennial 
problems facing the river is-
land and Brahmaputra Board 
must win the people’s trust here 
through their work, he stated.

“People need solutions, not 
excuses. The delay in implemen-
tation of the project has raised 
serious doubts in the people’s 
minds and the newly appointed 
chairman of the board must 
strive hard to fulfil the expecta-
tions of the public from the 
board,” Sonowal asserted.

Chairman of the Brahmapu-
tra Board Rajiv Yadav informed 
that the firm has already been 
penalised with a fine of Rs 1.6 
crore for the delay in imple-
menting the project.

Apart from the Majuli pro-
tection project, other projects 
implemented by the Board at 
Nimatighat and Morigaon and 
different flood management 
projects were also discussed.

Aizawl, July 13 (PTI): Mizoram 
Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla today 
said that the Centre would recon-
sider extending uniform rehabili-
tation package to the Bru families 
who had already returned to Mizo-
ram from Tripura relief camps and 
those to be repatriated soon.

Addressing Congress workers 
here, the state PCC chief said that 
he had raised the issue during his 
meeting with the Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh and Tripura 
Chief Minister in Delhi on July two.

“I had said that it would not be 
fair to leave out those who obeyed 
the government and returned to 

Mizoram if the Centre gives better 
package to those who stubbornly 
refused to be repatriated till date 
despite government’s efforts to 
bring them back,” he said.

The union minister had said 
that as the agreement was already 
reached, the proposed repatriation 
and rehabilitation would be under-
taken as decided while the matter 
of giving the same rehabilitation 
package would be reconsidered 
later, he said.

The Centre had convened a 
meeting of chief ministers of Mi-
zoram and Tripura on July two 
in which it was agreed that the 

repatriation of all the 32,876 Brus 
belonging to 5,407 families lodged 
in the six relief camps should be 
completed by September 30.

The Centre would deposit Rs 
four lakh in the bank account of 
each family which could be with-
drawn after three years and a hous-
ing assistance of Rs 1.5 lakh would 
be disbursed to each family.

Each family would also be pro-
vided with monthly assistance of Rs 
5,000 for two years and free ration 
for the same period. Thousands 
of Brus have been lodged with the 
Tripura relief camps since late 1997 
in the wake of a communal tension.

Imphal, July 13 (PTI): The students 
and faculty members of Manipur 
University, who had been observing 
a strike over the past 44 days, today 
sought details of the extortion let-
ter that was apparently sent to Vice 
Chancellor (VC) Abya Prasad Pan-
dey by an “underground” group.

Chief Minister N Biren Singh, 
during a press meet yesterday, said 
Pandey had received a letter, de-
manding Rs 5 crore. He, however, 
did not disclose the date of receipt 
of the letter.

The CM also said that the vice 
chancellor of the central univer-

sity had told the Union government 
that the extortion letter and the 
ongoing agitation were “related”.

The academic activities at Ma-
nipur University had been under 
suspension for over a month as the 
students and the teachers here had 
been agitating for the removal of VC 
over his alleged failure to appoint 
members in important posts, and 
administrative negligence.

Condemning yesterday’s 
revelation, Professor Nimai, the 
spokesperson of Manipur Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association (MUTA), 
said the allegation brought against 

them was unjustified.
“The VC’s claim portrays the 

teachers and students in a bad light, 
as if we are hands-in-glove with 
extortionists,” he said.

Nimai, who goes by his first 
name, also asked why there was no 
police action in the case.

In a joint press release issued 
today, the Manipur University 
Students’ Union, MUTA, along 
with a staff association of the cen-
tral university, sought information 
about the source of the letter, its 
timing, and the identity of the 
perpetrators.

Tura (Meghalaya), July 13 
(PTI): A huge cache of arms 
and ammunition hidden by 
the outlawed GNLA and its 
dead ‘commander-in-chief’ 
Sohan D Shira was seized 
by the East Garo Hills police 
today. Today’s seizure was 
made from the villages of 
Bawegre and Dorengkegre 
with leads provided by the 
locals and support provided 
by them, district superin-
tendent of police Ringrang 
TG Momin said.

The seized arms include 

347 heavy machine gun bul-
lets, two bodies of AK series 
rifles, 485 AK 47 bullets, four 
pistols, six pistol magazines, 
six shotgun cartridges, 52 
pistol ends measuring 7.65 
mm each, 57 numbers of 
7.62 SLR bullets, 63 GNLA 
seals, nine remote IED 
circuits and 28 electronic 
detonators, 104 bullets of 
.303 rifle, 2659 bullets of 7.7 
m.m. rifle, the police said.

The district police had 
launched a search for hid-
den arms and ammuni-

tion of the outfit in different 
spots along Simsang river 
over the past few months, 
Momin said. Earlier too, 
large caches of arms and 
ammunition were recovered 
with the assistance of villag-
ers who alerted the police 
and assisted them in the 
search, he said.Police search 
for more hidden arms would 
continue as their seizure 
is of “paramount impor-
tance” as some of the arms 
may have fallen into wrong 
hands, the SP added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 13 (EMN): Ma-
nipur becomes the first in 
the entire north eastern 
region and third state in 
the country after Punjab 
and Andaman and Nicobar 
Island to have launched the 
National Generic Docu-
ment Registration System 
(NGDRS).

Consumers’ affairs and 
food and public distribu-
tion and Revenue Minis-
ter Karam Shyam formally 
launched the NGDRS at 
New Mini-Secretariat hall 
of Bishnupur district head-
quarters, 30 km south of 
Imphal on Friday.

Deputy Commissioner 
Pawan Yadav of Bishnupur, 
State Information Officer 
Kh Rajen Singh, Secretary 
Revenue T Ranjit and Dep-
uty Secretary Revenue Y 
Rajen chaired the dais along 
with the Minister at the 
function.

It’s indeed a proud mo-
ment for the government 
for having NGDRS, says 
Minister Karam Shyam 

addressing the launching 
function. With the applica-
tion of the NGDRS, there 
will be more accuracy, 
transparency, sellers and 
buyers’ facilities in online 
registration apart from sav-
ing time and money.

Today’s global scenario 
is a digital world where tech-
nology is at its highest peak 
level and the state is devel-
oping with speed, he added.

A video-conferencing 
session with NIC Delhi and 
Pune was also held simul-
taneously as part of the 
NGDRS software launching 
function for Sub-Registrar, 
Bishnupur with Director 
General, National Informat-
ics Centre, Neeta Verma.

We recognise the role of 
NIC in connection with food 
security and land records. 
NGDRS will be rolled out 
in 6-7 more districts of the 
state and the government 
is ready to co-operate with 
the new initiative to ensure 
transparency in administra-
tion”, he assured. 

He also congratulated 

Bishnupur for achieving 
100% computerisation of 
land records while Imphal 
West, Imphal East and  
Thoubal has merely com-
puterised 67%,91% and 64% 
of the land records.

In her speech, Neeta 
Verma highlighted that 
NGDRS is a generic, cloud 
based system that provides 
a digital solution for regis-
tration of documents and is 
much simpler, faster, cost-
effective apart from saving 
time. Aimed at ‘One Nation 
One Software’, it is easy to 
use as we have to just con-
figure the software with the 
requirements of the state, 
she added.

DC Pawan Yadav said 
the new system helps in 
modernising and stream-
lining the Revenue Depart-
ment by mentioning its 
advantages. Some features 
of NGDRS software are e-
governance, open source 
technology & Unicode 
based multiple local lan-
guage compliant applica-
tion.

Agartala, July 13 (PTI): With the season of 
GI-tagged ‘Queen’ pineapples coming to 
an end, Tripura has started shipping the 
‘Kew’ variety of the fruit to Dubai, a state 
minister said today.

The first consignment of 1.5 ton of 
‘Kew’ pineapples was shipped to the 
Emirates yesterday from Darchai in 
Unakoti district, about 130 km from here, 
Minister of Agriculture Pranajit Singha 
Roy said today.

“More consignments of the tropical 
fruit would be sent to Middle East shortly. 
As the ‘Queen’ variety of pineapple was 
well-received by people in different parts 
of the country and abroad, we have de-
cided to transport the ‘Kew’ variety too,” 
he said.

The ‘Kew’ pineapple would grow for 
one more month or so, which gives Tripu-
ra an opportunity to tap the market for 
the fruit even further, the minister stated.

Now that the ‘Queen’ pineapple has 

been “brand positioned” in the inter-
national fruit market, Pranajit said, the 
‘Kew’ variety will easily get its customers.

“We shall set up marketing initiatives 
for ‘Kew’ pineapple, centering Tripura 
Bhavan at Pretoria Street in Kolkata, this 
month. As marketers from New Delhi 
have also been roped in for the initia-
tive, the pineapple would be available at 
‘Delhi Haat’ in the national capital,” the 
agriculture minister explained.

Speaking at the flagging-off ceremo-
ny of the first consignment at Kumarghat 
in Unakoti district yesterday, BJP MLA 
Sudhangshu Das said the pineapples 
would make Tripura “familiar” to the rest 
of the world.

Das also stated that the BJP-IPFT 
government in the state would work to 
revive a fruit juice concentration plant, 
which was set up at Nalkata in Unakoti 
district in 1988. The plant became non-
functional nearly a decade ago.

Mirror Crossword 1877sud0ku 1717
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1876

ACROSS
1. Groans
6. Group of governments
10. Irish dramatist George Bernard 

____ (1856-1950)
14. Small arm of the sea
15. City in Nevada
16. Unit of pressure
17. Platform for performing
18. Baking appliance
19. Great Lake
20. Resonance
22. Pursues
24. Technician (abbrev.)
25. Most humble
26. French for “Chair”
29. Set of toothed wheels
30. Magma
31. Allowing food to pass through 

the throat
37. Exclusive
39. Color
40. Shipwrecked Italian liner 

Andrea _____
41. Brings up to date
44. Quite a few
45. Standard measure
46. Tall wading birds
48. Mixes socially
52. Roman rural deities
53. South American burrowing 

rodent
54. Swedish 1997 World Curling 

Champion Peter ________
58. Skakespearean king
59. Resorts
61. Stray calf
62. Veterans (abbrev.)
63. Neolithic stone coffin
64. Low resolution (video)
65. Being
66. 1 1 1 1 1
67. Paradises
 
DOWN
1. Hit or ____
2. Upon

3. MASH actor ____ Alda
4. Seek a compromise
5. Units of volume
6. Soup
7. Tax
8. A single thing
9. Hide
10. Thick slice of meat
11. Steed
12. Sign of the zodiac 
13. Take by force
21. Freezes
23. Israelite king

25. Skirmish
26. To starve (archaic)
27. Angel “hat”
28. Keen
29. Thin transparent fabric
32. Members of a certain 

political party
33. Female maturity
34. Modern day Persia
35. 9
36. Homosexuals
38. Disease of rye 
42. National Bisquit Company

43. Look intently or quickly
47. Red ocher
48. Divide in two
49. S-shaped curves in 

molding
50. Ships
51. Medical assistant
52. Tightly closed hands
54. Emit coherent radiation
55. Monster
56. Right to seize due to debt
57. Untidyness
60. Needle

solutions to suD0ku 1716

Bandh affects normal life in Manipur

Assam CM expresses displeasure 
over slow place of Majuli project

Centre to reconsider package for early Bru returnees — CM

Students, teachers of Manipur Univ. 
seek info on ‘extortion letter’ sent to VC

Huge cache of arms hidden by 
GNLA seized in Meghalaya

Manipur launch NGDRS; first in the region

Tripura’s ‘Kew’ variety 
pineapples headed for Dubai

News IN BrIef
2 arrested in Assam for train murders
Guwahati, July 13 (IANS): Police in Assam have ar-
rested two persons for their involvement in the rape 
and murder of two women on trains, officials said on 
Friday. Bikash Das and Bipin Pandey were arrested from 
Dibrugarh district on Thursday night. On Tuesday, the 
body of a 21-year-old female student of the Assam Agri-
culture University was found on a train at the Simaluguri 
railway station in Sivasagar district. The second body was 
found the following day from the goods compartment 
of the Awadh Assam Express at the Mariani station in 
Jorhat district. 

RPF recovers opium and ganja
Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): Acting on a specific input about 
carrying of narcotic items by train No.12378 DN (Padatik 
Express), a joint checking was conducted by narcotic 
officials/Siliguri and RPF Officers and staff of RPF/Post, 
New Jalpaiguri on July 9 at New Jalpaiguri station.  This 
was stated in a press note by Pranav Jyoti Sharma, chief 
public relation officer, NF railway Maligaon. During the 
drive, one person identified as Ranjit Paul, aged about 
56 years was arrested with 4.7 kg of opium from his pos-
session. The recovered opium was seized by narcotic 
officials and the person was taken into custody. Value of 
the recovered opium is estimated to be INR 16,45,000. 
In another such case on July 12 Asst Sub Inspector / K. 
K. Biswas along staff of RPF Post, Agartala (Lumding 
division), while checking at Agartala railway station, 
recovered 7 bags containing total 55 packets Ganja 
weighing about 110 kgs at platform No. 2. The recovered 
Ganja was handed over to the Superintendent of Excise, 
Agartala, Tripura. The estimated value of the recovered 
Ganja is INR 6,60,000.

RPF arrest mobile snatcher
Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): RPF Guwahati during routine 
checking on July 6 arrested one person identified as 
Monowar Ali and recovered one Redmi-3 mobile phone 
which was snatched from a lady near Panbazar FOB 
(Foot Over Bridge), Guwahati informed a press note by 
the chief public relation officer, NF railway Maligaon. 
In this regard, the victim who is identified as Archana 
Rajkumari lodged an FIR to OC Panbazar PS. Later on, 
the arrested person along with the recovered mobile was 
handed over to OC/Panbazar PS.

No formalin found in imported 
fish in Aizawl markets
Aizawl, July 13 (PTI): Forensic experts of Mizoram did 
not find trace of formalin, a cancer causing chemical 
used to preserve dead bodies in mortuaries, in fish im-
ported from outside the state, officials said today. The 
state government ordered testing of imported fish for 
formalin following rumours spread through social media 
that the chemical is being injected in fishes imported 
from outside the state, especially Andhra Pradesh. Three 
fishes collected from markets of Aizawl were tested at 
the Forensic Science Laboratory here and no trace of 
formalin was found in them, the officials said.

Suspected militants open fire at 
Manipur village
Imphal, July 13 (PTI): Suspected militants opened fire 
at Gamnom village in Manipur’s Tengnoupal district 
located close to the Indo-Myanmar border in the early 
hours today, but there was no report of any casualty, 
police said. Security forces rushed to the village but the 
militants fled before the arrival of the security forces, 
the police said. However, police recovered 42 empty 
cartridges, six empty cartridges of lethod shell and two 
missed lethod shells from the spot, a police officer said, 
adding that no one was injured in the firing.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-282/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Rev. Kaifa Ezung -Vrs- Kenisiezo Punyü resident of Golaghat 
Road Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 
51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 13.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Rev. Kaifa Ezung 
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 1754
Dag No: 569/2061 & 569, Area: 00B-02K-03 Ls
North: Kenisiezo Punyü, South: N. Ngullie, 
East: Rev. Kaifa, West: Nallah

NOTICE

D-5728

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th June 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-155/18/1545   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Zakievi 
-Vrs-  Kekhriezhato Nagi  resident of  Kuda village Town/Village  in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 5/7/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Zakievi
Village/Block No : Kuda Village, Patta No : 47
Dag No : 168, Area : 00B-03K-17Ls
North  :- Rongmai Baptist Church, South  :- Kiyanulie Peseyie
East :- Approach Road, West :- Railway Track

NOTICE

D-5715

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-280/18   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Hitoca H. Achumi 
-Vrs- Y. Robin Humtsoe  resident of  Darogajan Town/Village  in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 12/8/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Hitoca H. Achumi
Village/Block No : Darogajan, Patta No : 321
Dag No : 17, Area : 00B-01K-03Ls
North  :- Hitoca H. Achumi, South :- Hitoca H. Achumi
East :- Y. Lotha, West :- Approach Road

NOTICE

D-5716

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-281/18   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Neikho Mere -vrs-  
Temjin Jamir  resident of  Padumpukhuri Town/Village  in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 12/8/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Neikho Mere
Village/Block No : Padumpukhuri, Patta No : 345
Dag No : 668/1774, Area : 01B-00K-06Ls
North  :- Nosaba Ao, South :- Pur Ao
East :- Bupi Lkr, West :- Lima Jamir

NOTICE

D-5717

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-274/18/2814-15   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Tiachuba 
Ao -Vrs-  Tiakala  resident of  Dimapur  Town/Village  in the District of  
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 12.08.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Tiachuba Ao
Village/Block No : 05, Patta No : 428
Dag No : 507, Area : 00-03-19 ½ 
North  :- Approach Road, South :- Atuba Imchen
East :- Main Road, West :- Lt. Mayang Longkumer

NOTICE

D-5719

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-275/18/2820-21   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Imkong 
Jamir -Vrs- Chubayanger  resident of  Dimapur Town/Village  in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 12.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Imkong Jamir
Village/Block No : Padumpukhuri, Patta No : 1060
Dag No : 366/1492, Area : 00-01-09
North  :- Yanger, South :- Imkong Jamir
East :- Imkong Jamir, West :- Road

NOTICE

D-5720

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-284/18/2854-55   Notice is hereby given that Shri Eyingo M. 
Tsanglao -Vrs- Yilobeni Lotha resident of ________Town/Village  
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 13.08.18. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Eyingo M. Tsanglao
Village/Block No : Padumpukhuri, Patta No : 1531
Dag No : 2039, Area : 00B-01K-00Ls

NOTICE

D-5721

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th July 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M-279/18/2825-26   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Inaka 
Awomi -Vrs- Shri Kilemtoshi Jamir  resident of  Chumukedima Town/
Village  in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 12.8.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Shri. Inaka Awomi
Village/Block No : 9, Patta No : 1951
Dag No : 21/215, Area : 00B-02K-12Ls
North  :- Yanger Aier, South :- Nokhozo
East :- Benzong, West :- Nelson

NOTICE

D-5722

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the    th 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-283/18     Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Bessewari Bemal Mech & 2 ors -Vrs- Athrise P. S/o. T. 
Pilise resident of _________ Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 13.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Bessewari Bemal Mech & 2 ors
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri (AK), Patta No: 242, 330
Dag No: 478, 590, Area: 01B-03K-10Ls & 01B-03K-00 Ls
North: Main Road, South: Amit & Govt. Nallah, 
East: Sanjay Mech, West: Obed Mech

NOTICE

D-5729

I, Mr. Chamailo M. 
Samuel Mao S/o Lt. 
A. Mathibo Moses, 
have lost my original 

registration certificate of 
land issued by the village 
council of Chumukedima 

and applying for new.
Sl.No.1130

Dated of Issued: 
23.03.2002

LOST NOTICE

D-5714

I, Pragya Nandy am applying 
for duplicate copy of class 11 

registration card as I have lost it.
Name: Pragya Nandy

F/N: Hriti Bilash Nandy
DOB: 09.01.1999

Regd. No: 1587631
Year: 2015

School: Pranab Vidyapith Hr. 
Sec. School. Dimapur
Ph. No: 9774977491

LOST NOTICE

D-5727

I JEMTI AO hereby declare that 
my name has been mentioned as 
TEMJENSOBA JEMTI AO in my 
old passport and JEMTI AO in other 
documents. And that both the name 
(s) are of one and same person i.e. me
Reg No: 1024/17

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5723

I KIKATO KINIMI hereby that my 
father’s name has been mentioned as 
IHOSHE KHEHOTO SEMA in some of 
my document and IHOSHE KHEHOTO 
KINIMI in my old passport. That both 
name is of one and same person.
Reg No: 1027/18

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5724

I, PRAMILA BISWAS 
hereby declare my name 
has been mentioned as 
PRAMALA BISWAS in my 
Aadhar Card vide No.8013 
6842 7346.And that both 
the name(S) are of one and 
same person i.e me.
Reg No: 109,  
Date: 26/6/18.

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5725

I, BHISHMADEB BISWAS 
hereby declare my name 
has been mentioned as 
BISHMA DEV BISWAS 
in my Voter Card. And that 
both the name (S) are of one 
and same person i.e me.
Reg No: 62, 
Date: 26.6.18.

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5726

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR 
DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30th June 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.P.C-01/18/2805-06                  / Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti (1) Ghokuto Sema (2) Khumito Chishi   resident of  Dimapur  
under Rules of Assam Land Revenue Regulation Act 1886  applied for 
Partition of land described in the scheduled below:
The undersigned under Rule 92 of the said Rules hereby invites 
claim/objection concerning to the land if any, should be submitted to 
this court in written on or before 30/7/2018.
SCHEDULE OF LAND 
Name of Patta Holder : (1) GHOKUTO SEMA (2) KHUNITO CHISHI
Village/Block No : MODEL VILLAGE
Patta No : 31, Dag No : 15/42
Area : 1.00B-02K-10 Ls, 2.00B-02K-10 Ls

NOTICE

D-5713

CANCELLATION AND REGULATION  
OF  TRAIN SERVICES

Due to track maintenance works at Amritsar Yard, 
the service of the following  trains will be cancelled/
regulated as under:
(1) 12407 DN (New Jalpaiguri-Amritsar) Express journey 
commence on 25-07-2018 & 01-08-2018 will be cancelled. 
(2) 12408 UP (Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri)  Express 
journey commence on 20-07-2018 & 27-07-2018 will be 
cancelled. (3) 15933 DN (Dibrugarh-Amritsar)  Express 
journey commence on 24-07-2018 will be cancelled. 
(4) 15934 UP (Amritsar-Dibrugarh)  Express journey 
commence on 27-07-2018 will be cancelled.
(5) 15707 UP (Katihar-Amritsar) Express journey 
commence on 17-07-2018 to 29-07-2018 will be 
regulated in Old Delhi-Ambala Cantt.-Firozpur Cantt. 
section for 210 mts.

Inconvenience caused to passengers is regretted
General Manager (Operations), Maligaon

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

AngAmi gAzetted Officers’ KrOthO

14th July 2018
12:00 noon \\ APO Building, Kohima

 Raffle DRaw

“ all caRD holDeRs aRe 
coRDially inviteD to attenD.”

Lunch follows

Chairman  :  dr. Kedozeto Punyü
   President, AGOK

Invocation  :  rev. neivilieo zuyie
   Director, Thepfuko Krotho, ABCC
A brief note of
Nehemiah Project :  mr. Ketoho Luho
   Convener,
   Nehemiah Development Committee

Introduction of  :  mr. neinguvoto Krose
Raffle Draw    President, AYO

Vote of thanks  :  mr. K. neibou sekhose
   Vice President, AGOK

Panel of Judges  :  i.   mr. Kelevituo nisa
        Revenue Officer,
        DC’s Office, Kohima.
    ii.  mr. Kezhokhoto savi
        Advocate
   iii. ms. Kevinourheno seyie
        President, AMK

oRDeR of PRogRamme

In aid of Nehemiah Project

KG-2665

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

Civil Misc. Case No.42/18

Whereas the Petitioner Shri. Chongtham Dev Kumar 
Singh W/o S/o Late. Chongtham Basant Kumar Singh 
resident of View Colony Purana bazaar Dimapur, 
H.No.616 Ward No.5 Mount has filed a petition praying 
for declaring the Petitioner as ‘Legal Heir’ and ‘Next of Kin’ 
of Lt. Chongtham Basant Kumar Singh.

Notice is hereby issued inviting objections, if any to 
file before this Court on or before 10th day of August 
2018, as to why the prayer of the petitioners shall not be 
granted.

Given under my hand and seal of this court this 10th 
day of July 2018.

NOTICE

D-5718

NEIKO KANUO 
PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE

Online applications are invited for setting up of Micro enterprises under
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) of KVIC

Date of online application submission from: 16.07.2018 to 06.08.2018. 
Online application fill and hard copies submission after 06.08.2018 will 
not be entertained.

Issued by
Khadi & Village Industries Commission

(Ministry of MSME, Govt. of India)
State Office, Super Market Complex,

Dimapur-797112, Nagaland.
Phone/Fax: (03862) 226546

E-mail: sodidimapur.kvic@gov.in
kvicdimapur@yahoo.co.in

For online submission please visit www.kviconline.gov.in and 
www.kvic.org.in 
N.B: 
•	 Adhaar	Card	is	mandatory.	
•	 After	online	submission,	a	printed	copy	of	the	application	form	alongwith	

related documents may be submitted to respective district implementing 
agencies. i.e., KVIC/NKVIB/DIC. 

•	 Applicants	unit	falls	in	urban	areas	should	apply	under	DIC	only.	
•	 Applicants	from	rural	areas	under	KVIC	are	accepted	only	for	the	district	of	

Dimapur, Kohima and Kiphire. 
•	 Existing	units/units	already	availed	subsidy	under	any	other	scheme	of	

central and state governments are not eligible. 
•	 Exaggeration	in	the	cost	of	project	with	a	view	to	avail	higher	amount	of	

subsidy shall not be allowed.

For Details please contact: 
•	 Khadi	&	Village	Industries	Commission,	State	Office,	Super	Market	Complex,	

Dimapur. 
•	 Nagaland	Khadi	&	Village	Industries	Board,	Near	New	Secretariat	Complex,	

Kohima. 
•	 Directorate	of	Industries	&	Commerce,	Govt.	of	Nagaland,	Kohima	
•	 All	the	DICs	&	KVIBs	in	the	Districts.	

ADVERTISEMENT

DG-757
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IKEA postpones 
opening of is 
first store to 
August 9
New Delhi, July 13 (PTI): 
Swedish furniture major 
IKEA has postponed the 
dates of opening its first 
store at Hyderabad by al-
most 20 days to August 9 as 
its needs some more time 
to fulfil quality commit-
ments. The company was 
scheduled to open its first 
store in India next week on 
July 19.

“IKEA Retail India de-
cided to move the date as 
it needs some more time to 
live up to its expected qual-
ity commitments towards 
customers and coworkers,” 
said IKEA in a statement.

According to the com-
pany, its main priority is to 
create an inspiring and safe 
experience for both cus-
tomers and coworkers.

New Delhi, July 13 (PTI): 
Union Minister Arun 
Jaitley today exuded 
confidence that India 
will pip Great Britain to 
become the fifth largest 
economy in the world 
next year if economic ex-
pansion continues at the 
projected rate.

However, rising inter-
national crude oil prices 
and the global trade war 
would throw up chal-
lenges going forward, he 
said.

“If we keep growing 
at the rate which is be-
ing projected, it is likely 
that next year we will be 
the fifth largest economy 
ahead of Great Britain,” 
Jaitley said in a Facebook 
post titled ‘The Congress 
Gave Slogans to Rural 
India - Prime Minister 
Modi Gave Resources’. 

“This is in conso-
nance with the rest of 
the narrative. Being the 
fastest growing economy 
for the last four years, we 
can look at the next dec-
ade as one of economic 

expansion,” he added.
A latest World Bank 

report has said that the 
Indian economy has be-
come world’s sixth-big-
gest economy, pushing 
France to seventh place. 
The US tops the list fol-
lowed by China, Japan, 
Germany and Britain. 

The new calculations 
were arrived on the basis 
of Indian economy’s per-
formance in 2017.

India’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) was 
valued at USD 2.597 tril-
lion at the end of 2017 
overtaking the French 
economy, which was 
amounted at USD 2.582 
trillion last year.

“We have already 
seen a significant move 
up in India’s ranking in 
the ease of doing busi-
ness and as a preferred 
investment destination. 
Today we stand to be 
tested in the midst of a 
global challenge thrown 
up on account of the 
international crude oil 
prices and the trade 

war,” Jaitley said.
Crude oil prices, 

which were around USD 
66 a barrel, in April are 
now hovering around 
USD 75 a barrel.

The Indian economy 
is estimated to grow 
at 7-7.5 per cent in the 
current fiscal, higher 
than 6.7 per cent growth 
clocked in 2017-18 fis-
cal.

“The recently re-
leased World Bank data 
reveals that India has 
now become the sixth 
largest economy relegat-
ing France to the seventh 
position. Obviously, on 
account of disparity in 
the size of the popula-
tion, there would be a 
very significant differ-
ence in the per capita of 
the two countries,” he 
said.

The NDA govern-
ment, under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, 
has ensured that rural 
India and the less privi-
leged get the first right 
on resources and if this, 

along with increased ex-
penditure, continues for 
the next decade the im-
pact on India’s rural poor 
would be significant, he 
said.

“This benefits all irre-
spective of religion, caste 
or community. The Con-
gress provided India’s 
poor with slogan. Prime 
Minister Modi has given 
them resources. This will 
ensure faster growth and 
lead to a faster depletion 
in the poverty,” Jaitley 
added.

He said the Congress 
party in 1970s and 1980s 
followed the model of 
“populist slogans” rath-
er than “sound policy 
and actual expenditure 
for the welfare of the 
poor”.

“The 1971 Garibi 
Hatao’ model was one 
of redistribution of pov-
erty rather than the gen-
eration of wealth and 
resources. The result of 
this misguided approach 
was that the lives of the 
poor did not move up 

significantly.
“On the contrary, the 

present Prime Minister 
is a man of many words 
and many more actions. 
He announces stiff tar-
gets and programmes 
which at first sight ap-
pear to be difficult, if not 
impossible. He follows 
it up with the actual im-
plementation and deliv-
ers the promise,” Jaitley 
said.

He said the govern-
ment’s programmes for 
rural India will lead to 
increased incomes, in-
creased social security, 
improved quality of life, 
higher income from 
agriculture and better 
healthcare.

Jaitley said ever since 
the present government 
took over, it has been 
working to translate 
the advantages of faster 
growth to rural India as 
well as to bring a sig-
nificant section of peo-
ple into the neo-middle 
class and bring people 
out of poverty.

India poised to pip Britain to become 5th largest economy next year — Jaitley
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PATH I was guest-speaking in a local church and my topic was an honest story about presenting our broken-
ness before God and receiving the healing He wants to give. Before closing in prayer, the pastor 
stood in the center aisle, looked deeply into the eyes of his gathered congregants, and said, “As 
your pastor I have the privilege of seeing you midweek and hearing your heart-breaking stories of 

brokenness. Then in our weekend worship services, I have the pain of watching you hide your hurt away.”
My heart ached at the hidden hurts God came to heal. The writer of Hebrews describes the Word of 

God as alive and active. Many have understood this “word” to be the Bible, but it’s even more than that. 
Jesus is the living Word of God. He evaluates our thoughts and attitudes—and loves us still.

Jesus died to give us access to God’s presence, all the time. And while we all know it’s not wise to 
share everything with everyone, we also know that God intends His church be a place where we can 
live unapologetically as broken and forgiven followers of Christ. It’s to be a place where we “carry each 
other’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2).

What are you hiding from others today? And how are you trying to hide from God as well? God sees 
us through Jesus. And He still loves us. Will we let Him?

Who will you prayerfully consider letting help you carry your burdens?

Hiding Our Hurts
BIBLE READ:  HEBREWS 4:12–13  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The word of God . . . judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 

~  Hebrews 4:12

Getting Your 
Beach Bod for 

the Summer

M
y wife's magazines make 
me laugh. On the cover, 
one headline is always 
something like "Learn To 

Love Yourself As You Are", another is 
"Lose 5 kg In Two Weeks" and a third 
is "New Pasta Recipes".

It seems these days we all want to 
slim.

One colleague shared a moti-
vational tip that is "guaranteed" to 
make one eat less: "You put a large 
mirror by your dining table and eat 
all your meals naked."

Nice idea, but it would be hard to 
get buy-in from my wife and children.

Googling for better advice led 
me to stumble on an interesting true 
story.

A guy called Mike Lee, due to have 
a beach wedding, decided to get in 
shape. A fitness trainer handed him a 
pencil and a book of numbers, telling 
him: "Add up the calories of every-
thing you eat and deduct the calories 
of everything you burn in physical 
activity."

Ding! Mike had a flash of inspira-
tion. Being a nerd, he wrote a pro-
gramme to do it automatically, called 
it "MyFitnessPal", and later sold it for 
almost half a billion US dollars.

A colleague who swears by this 
app explained its magic: "You don't 
have to keep typing in foods because 
it learns your eating habits and you 
don't have to type in your activity lev-
el since it takes the information from 
how much your smartphone moves 
around every day."

In other words, it is a fitness app 
for people who think a bit of typing is 
way too much hard work. Ooooo-kay. 
My kind of people.

Fun fact: Did you know that the 
Germans have a word for comfort 
eating? "Kummerspeck" literally 
means "griefbacon". If you point at a 
German's bulging midriff, he or she 
will say: "My life is stressful so what 
you see is the bacon of grief."

One colleague said we should 
all buy that Samsung Galaxy smart-
phone which has a built-in filter that 
makes you skinnier in photos. I said: 
"But the downside is that you can 
never meet your relatives face-to-
face again."

"How is that a downside?" he 
asked. Good point.

Tip for husbands: If you ever walk 
into a bathroom and see your spouse 
weighing herself, you say: "Ignore the 
weighing sales. They don't measure 
sexiness." (Seriously. They totally like 
this.)

This columnist used to just stick 
to Ms. Piggy's Rule of Nutrition, 
which says: "Never eat anything that 
you can't lift."

But lately I concocted a three-part 
dieting plan.

* Get rid of all the bad food from 
your fridge. (I did this. It was deli-
cious.)

* If you eat illicit snacks, always 
eat the whole bag of chips at once be-
cause if you save half for later that's 
two failures instead of one.

* When you weigh yourself, al-
ways deduct 3 pounds or 1.4 kilos 
as it would be wrong to count your 
amazing brain against you, right?

In the end, this columnist decided 
to skip the diet and take a philosophi-
cal stance instead. I shouldn't com-
plain about carrying a couple of extra 
kilos because it would be unfair to 
everyone else if I was this intelligent, 
cute, warm and slim too.

And if anyone comments, I shall 
simply point to my stomach and tell 
them: "I have children. This is the ba-
con of grief."

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God sees us with the eyes of a Father.

Dengue An Orange a Day May Prevent 
Age-Related Vision Loss

Is Migraine Linked to Ear Disorders?

Diabetics At High Risk of Lung Disease — Study Decoded: How Baby's Sex May 
Influence Pregnancy Complications

Oral 
Anticoagulants 

May Up Bleeding 
Risk in Kidney 

Disease Patients

What is Dengue?
•	 Dengue	is	a	viral	disease.
•	 Dengue	 is	 transmitted	 by	 the	

bite of Aedes mosquito.
•	 The	 mosquito	 bites	 in	 day	

time.
•	 Man	develops	the	disease	after	

5-6 days of being bitten by an 
infective mosquito.

•	 Dengue	occurs	in	two	forms:
-  Dengue Fever (DF) & 
     Dengue  Haemorrhagic Fever (DHF)

Signs & Symptoms of Dengue Fever:
•	 Sudden	onset	of	high	fever.
•	 Severe	headache.
•	 Pain	behind	the	eyes	which	worsens	with	eye	movement.
•	 Muscle	&	joint	pains.
•	 Loss	of	sense	of	taste	&	appetite.
•	 Measles	like	rash	over	the	chest	&	upper	limbs.

Age Group & Sex Affected:
•	 All	age	groups	&	both	sex	are	affected.
•	 Deaths	occur	more	in	children.

Transmission from One Person to Another:
•	 Dengue	fever	is	caused	by	the	bite	of	Aedes	mosquito.
•	 When	the	mosquito	bites	a	person	with	Dengue	fever,	 it	picks	up	the	

germs of the disease along with the blood.
•	 This	germ	known	as	dengue	virus	develops	within	the	mosquito	in	a	few	

days.
•	 When	 this	 mosquito	 again	 bites	 a	 healthy	 person,	 it	 introduces	 the	

germs into the blood.
•	 After	 a	 few	 days	 the	 person	 becomes	 sick	 with	 high	 fever	 and	 other	

symptoms of dengue.

Breeding Places:
•	 Aedes	 mosquito	 breed	 in	 any	 type	 of	 manmade	 containers	 or	 water	

storage containers even having small quality of water like desert cool-
ers, water storage containers, tyres, overhead tanks, drums, jar, buckets, 
flower vases, plant saucers, tanks, bottles, tin, roof gutters, refrigerator 
drip pans, cement blocks, cemetery urns, bamboo stumps, tree holes 
and many more places where rain water collects or is stored.

•	 Eggs	of	mosquito	can	live	without	water	for	more	than	1year.

Preventive & Control Measures:
•	 All	water	storage	containers	should	be	covered.
•	 Remove/	destroy	all	disposable,	unused	materials	lying	in	and	around	

the house, like old tyres, broken pots, crockery etc.
•	 Dry	all	water	storage	utensils,	water	coolers,	flower	vases,	water	vessels	

for birds and animals, fridge trays at least once a week before re-filling.
•	 Fill	up	the	ditches	and	other	unwanted	water	collection	sites	around	the	

houses.
•	 Put	 insecticides,	 petrol,	 k.	 oil,	 in	 coolers,	 containers	 etc	 once	 a	 week,	

which cannot be emptied or cleaned.
•	 Introduce	Larvivorous	fish	in	stagnant	water	bodies,	contact	Asstt.	Di-

rector UMS Dimapur.

Personal Protection Measures:
•	 Wear	clothes	that	covers	the	whole	body	in	day	time.
•	 Use	appropriate	wire	mesh	in	doors	and	windows	of	the	house.
•	 Ensure	that	at	least	pregnant	women	and	children	sleep	under	mosquito	

net during day time, preferably insecticide treated bed nets.
•	 Insecticide	treated	mosquito	nets	are	more	effective	as	they	kill	mosqui-

toes as well as other bugs and insects. 
•	 Use	mosquito	repellent	lotion,	creams	like	good-knight,	odomos	etc.

Contact Address:
•	 If	there	is	any	suspected	case	which	matches	the	signs	and	symptoms	

described above, contact the nearest hospital. Facility for testing is avail-
able for free at District Hospital, Dimapur.

Dr. Avino Metha
Joint Director & SPO

National Vector Borne Disease Control Program (NVBDCP)
Directorate of Health and Family Welfare

I
f you want to prevent losing 
your vision as you age and 
keep your eyes healthy, eat 
oranges daily, says a study 

led by an Indian origin research-
er.

Macular degeneration is a 
condition associated with old 
age that causes vision loss at the 
centre of the field of vision. 

The results showed that peo-
ple who ate at least one serving 
of oranges every day had more 
than 60 per cent reduced risk of 
developing late macular degen-
eration 15 years later.

The effect may be due to fla-
vonoids present in oranges that 
help prevent vision loss. 

Flavonoids are powerful 
antioxidants found in almost all 
fruits and vegetables, and they 
have important anti-inflamma-
tory benefits for the immune 
system.

"Essentially	 we	 found	 that	
people who eat at least one serve 
of orange every day have a re-
duced risk of developing macu-
lar degeneration compared with 

people who never eat oranges," 
said lead researcher Bamini 
Gopinath from the University of 
Sydney.

"Even	eating	an	orange	once	
a week seems to offer significant 
benefits," she added.

For the study, published in 
American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition, the team interviewed 
more than 2,000 people aged 
over 50 and followed them over 
a period of 15 years.

Gopinath explained that pre-
viously most of the researches 

had focused on the effects of 
common nutrients such as Vita-
mins	C,	E	and	A	on	the	eyes.

The team also looked at other 
flavonoid containing foods like 
tea, apple, red wine. However 
they did not find any relation be-
tween other sources and protec-
tion of eyes against the disease.

Age is the strongest known 
risk factor and the disease is 
more likely to occur after the age 
of 50. There is currently no cure 
for the disease.

Source: IANS

P
eople with chronic 
migraines may be at 
an increased risk of 
developing tinnitus 

— feeling of ringing in the 
ears — and other inner ear 
disorders, than those without 
the severe headache condi-
tion, says a study.

The researchers found 
that the risk of cochlear dis-
orders, especially for tinnitus, 
was found to be significantly 
higher among patients with a 
history of migraines. 

The study may support 
the	presence	and/or	concept	
of "cochlear migraine", said 
researchers including Juen-
Haur Hwang from Dalin Tzu 
Chi Hospital, Taiwan. 

Cochlear disorders are a 
condition that affect "snail 
shell shaped" part of the in-
ner ear which receives sound 
in the form of vibrations 
and includes tinnitus, sen-
sorineural hearing impair-
ment,	 and/or	 sudden	 deaf-
ness.

For the study, published in 
the journal JAMA Otolaryn-
gology - Head and Neck Sur-
gery, the team included data 
from 1,056 patients with a 
history of migraines and 
4,224 controls.

The cumulative incidence 
of cochlear disorders in the 
migraine cohort was signifi-
cantly higher by 12.2 per cent 
than that in the matched 
non-migraine cohort of near-
ly six per cent.

Subgroup analysis showed 
that compared with the non-
migraine cohort, the adjusted 
hazard ratios in the migraine 
cohort were 3.30 for tinnitus, 
1.03 for sensorineural hear-
ing impairment, and 1.22 for 
sudden deafness, suggesting 
that people with migraine 
history are more susceptible 
to developing tinnitus than 
any other form of cochlear 
disorders.

Another study, published 
in the journal Cephalalgia, 
showed that migraine is a 
risk factor for sudden sen-
sorineural hearing loss -- 
characterized by rapid loss of 
hearing in one or both ears, 
which may occur immedi-
ately or over the course of 
several days.

The researchers hypoth-
esized that these abnormali-
ties could be a result of com-
promised blood supply to the 
auditory system due to the 
migraine attacks.

Source: IANS

P
eople with Type-2 dia-
betes may be more 
at risk of develop-
ing restrictive lung 

disease (RLD) characterized 
by breathlessness, than non-
diabetic patients, a study has 
found.

"Increased breathlessness, 
RLD, and interstitial lung 
anomalies can be associated 
with Type-2 diabetes," said 
lead author Stefan Kopf from 
the University Hospital Hei-
delberg in Germany.

Previous findings from an-
imal experiments also show 
a significant connection be-
tween restrictive lung diseases 
and diabetes mellitus. 

"We therefore suspect that 
lung disease is a late conse-
quence of Type-2 diabetes," 
said Peter P. Nawroth, Profes-
sor at the varsity.

The study also showed 
that RLD is associated with 
albuminuria — a condition 
where urinary albumin levels 
are elevated. This may be an 
indication that lung disease 
and kidney disease may be as-
sociated with nephropathy — 

diabetic kidney disease.
For the study, published 

in the journal Respiration, the 
team analysed data from 110 
patients with long-term Type-2 
diabetes, 29 patients with new-
ly diagnosed Type-2 diabetes, 
68 patients with pre-diabetes 
and 48 non-diabetic patients, 
who were the controls.

The participants were ex-
amined for metabolic control, 
diabetes-related complica-
tions, breathlessness and lung 
function.

The results showed that 
RLD was found in 27 per cent 
of patients with long-term 
Type-2 diabetes, 20 per cent in 
patients with newly diagnosed 
diabetes, and nine per cent in 
patients with pre-diabetes.

Further, patients with pro-
nounced symptoms and RLD 
also showed CT-morphologi-
cally, a fibrosating interstitial 
lung disease. 

Diabetics also had in-
creased pulmonary fibrosis — 
a condition where the air sac 
in the lung becomes stiff and 
scarred.

Source: IANS

S
cientists have found that the 
placentas of male or female ba-
bies control the level of small 
molecules which may explain 

the reason behind why pregnancy 
complications may vary depending 
upon the baby's biological sex.

The findings showed that the ge-
netic profile of the placentas of male 
and female babies were very different 
in relation to the baby's sex.

This may help explain why male 
babies may be more vulnerable to the 
effects of poor growth, and why being 
pregnant with a girl may lead to an in-
creased risk of severe pre-eclampsia 
for the mother, the researchers said.

"In pregnancy and childbirth, the 
sex of the baby is at the forefront of 
many parents' minds, but we do not 
even think of the placenta as having a 
sex. This work shows that the placenta 
differs profoundly according to sex," 
said lead author, Gordon Smith from 
NIHR Cambridge Comprehensive Bi-
omedical Research Centre at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, Britain.

For the study, published in the 
journal JCI Insight, the team included 
data from 4,000 first time mothers and 

analysed samples of placenta and ma-
ternal blood.

The team found that one of the 
uniquely sex-related placental genes 
controlled the level of a small mol-
ecule called spermine -- a metabolite 
that is a substance involved in metab-
olism -- that plays an important role 
in all cells and is even essential for the 
growth of some bacteria.

Female placentas had much high-
er levels of the enzyme that makes 
spermine, thus increasing levels of the 
metabolite in mothers with baby girls 
which is associated with pre-eclamp-
sia risk whereas placental cells from 
boys were found to be more suscep-
tible to the toxic effects of a drug that 
blocked spermine production, caus-
ing low levels of the substance which 
may lead to poor foetal growth.

"These differences alter elements 
of the composition of the mother's 
blood and may even modify her risk of 
pregnancy complications. Better un-
derstanding of these differences could 
lead to new predictive tests and possi-
bly even new approaches to reducing 
the risk of poor pregnancy outcome," 
Smith explained.                 Source: IANS

C
ertain blood thinner drugs 
that reduce the process of 
blood clotting, used for 
treating irregular heart 

rate disorder may put patients with 
chronic kidney diseases (CKD) at a 
higher risk of bleeding, researchers 
have found.

The direct oral anticoagulants 
— type of blood thinners — are 
cleared by the kidneys to varying 
degrees, and their elimination is 
slower in individuals with CKD. 
This may predispose these pa-
tients to drug accumulation and a 
greater risk of bleeding events, the 
researchers said.

"Despite sparse evidence in 
safety and effectiveness of direct 
oral anticoagulants in CKD, we saw 
that prescription of direct oral anti-
coagulants in the CKD population 
increased substantially over time," 
said Jung-Im Shin from Johns Hop-
kins University in Maryland, US. 

"We also found that direct oral 
anticoagulant use was linked with 
a higher risk of bleeding compared 
to warfarin use in patients with 
CKD," Shin added.

For the study, published in the 
Clinical Journal of the American 
Society of Nephrology, the team 
included 3,206 patients with atrial 
fibrillation who used direct oral an-
ticoagulants and additional 3,206 
patients with the disorder, who 
used the conventional anticoagu-
lant warfarin.

The results showed that there 
were 1,181 bleeding events and 466 
ischemic strokes over 7,391 per-
son-years of follow-up -- number 
of years of follow-up multiplied by 
the number of people in the study.

In patients without CKD, the 
risk of bleeding and benefits of pre-
venting ischemic stroke between 
direct oral anticoagulant and war-
farin use were similar.

On the other hand, patients 
with CKD who took direct oral an-
ticoagulants had 23 per cent higher 
risk of bleeding compared with 
those on warfarin, but similar ben-
efits from prevention of ischemic 
stroke. 

The findings suggests the need 
for caution while prescribing direct 
oral anticoagulants in patients with 
chronic kidney disease. 

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you might 
spend a lot of time with the special person 
in your life, Aries. Romance and affection are 
definitely a powerful factor in the course of 

your day, but much of what might bring you closer to-
gether is conversation. You’re likely to exchange infor-
mation that interests you both about specific subjects 
and yourselves and future plans. A short journey might 
also take place. Enjoy your day!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The possibility 
of some houseguests might have you check-
ing your home to see what needs to be done 
to make it presentable. It may need a few 

minor repairs, Taurus, and you could do some shop-
ping to dress the place up a little. Books might give you 
some workable ideas. Your mind might be working 
more quickly than your body, however. Take care not to 
push yourself too hard.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you might 
decide to participate in community activities 
involving children, Gemini. Field trips either 
for pleasure or educational purposes may 

take place, and you could enjoy it as much as the kids. 
Letters and phone calls could bring good news from 
far away, which you’ll almost certainly want to pass on 
to others. Tonight, curl up with the latest mystery. In-
trigue should be especially appealing now.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your financial 
situation looks particularly good right now. 
An increase in income could be coming 
your way, Cancer. The downside could be 

that contracts might be involved, and you’ll have to 
spend time perusing boring legal documents that need 
to be executed. A lot of visitors could come to your 
home tonight, probably to exchange ideas and infor-
mation. Send them home before too late. You’ll want to 
get some sleep!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Recent develop-
ments have brought new interests into your 
life, Leo. As a result, you might be seriously 
considering enrolling in a formal course of 

study involving these subjects. If you really want to 
do this, it’s definitely the right time to start. Others in 
your community might want to do the same, so a get-
together to discuss the subject might help. Books and 
magazines could also be useful.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your mind is espe-
cially sharp, Virgo. You’re logical and objective 
by nature. However, today you’re likely to find 
that your thinking is more influenced by feel-

ing than usual. This is a positive development. It dem-
onstrates that your intuition is operating at a high level, 
so don’t fight it. This is definitely the day to follow your 
heart rather than your head.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A group you’re 
involved with may want to discuss a trip of 
some kind, Libra, perhaps to a convention. 
The drive to expand your horizons is very 

strong today. Therefore, trips like this or other op-
portunities to learn and grow can be especially ap-
pealing. You might come up with a few ideas of your 
own that you prefer to pursue alone. Give it some 
thought!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your intuition 
is operating at a very high level today, Scor-
pio. You tend to follow your heart by nature, 
so you don’t always go out of your way to 

be logical or objective. However, more than one event 
could occur during the day in which it’s imperative that 
you go with your intuition even though it defies all log-
ic. Have a little faith and go with your gut!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
should be a gratifying day, Sagittarius, 
full of great news, pleasant surprises, and 
opening doors of opportunity on just about 

every level. Career breaks and chances to earn more 
money could come your way. New friends may be 
introduced to you, and opportunities for education 
and travel also may arise. Whatever actually mani-
fests out of all this is up to you. You might find deci-
sions difficult.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Paperwork 
involving financial transactions may need 
to be handled today, Capricorn, but it won’t 
be as tedious as you think. Whatever infor-

mation is required is easily obtained. Most of what is 
presented to you should be clear and understandable, 
and the people involved helpful. It’s important that you 
do get this done. If you wait, it might not go as smooth-
ly. In the evening, schedule a romantic encounter. Your 
level of passion is rather high!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Social events 
could put you in touch with a lot of interest-
ing people, some in fields such as law, edu-
cation, or the ministry. Expect at some point 

to be treated to a monologue on social and ecological 
responsibilities, Aquarius! You’ll have a lot of definite 
ideas on those subjects, but you’ll be more likely to lis-
ten than talk for most of the day. Enjoy your day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may spend 
much of your day trying to sort out financial 
matters for yourself, your job, or perhaps 
for a friend or relative, Pisces. A lot of phone 

calls, and a lot of research, perhaps on the Internet, 
could be necessary in order to accomplish this. What-
ever you decide to do, you’ll attack it with determina-
tion and feel a great deal of satisfaction when you’re 
done. Go to it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Brij Kothari and Aniruddha Ghosh | thewire.in
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Boosting Literacy One TV Set at a Time – If Only the State Spares the Funds
A billion people in India watch three hours of TV a day, on average. Same Language Subtitling, an idea born at IIM Ahmedabad 
22 years ago, could guarantee that people read for at least 30 minutes every day, but only if the bureaucracy stopped resisting it.

Unique History in Line of Generation Gap

How to Judge the Success of the BRICS Summit? Three Questions Will Do The Trick

“No army can resist an idea whose 
time has come.” When Victor 
Hugo wrote these words in 1852, 

he had not encountered India’s bu-
reaucracy.

Twenty two years ago, an idea 
was born at IIM Ahmedabad which 
guaranteed that a billion people would 
engage in reading for at least 30 min-
utes every day, throughout their lives, 
without them having to put in any 
additional time and effort. Literally, 
reading engagement would be in the 
air, or on the airwaves – inescapable 
and automatic, just like breathing.

That idea is Same Language Sub-
titling (SLS). SLS simply recommends 
subtitling audio-visual content on TV, 
in the ‘same’ language as the audio. 
Word for word, what you hear is what 
you read. The biggest bang for the 
buck is to add SLS on all song-based 
content already shown on TV, in all 
Indian languages. Sounds simple? Just 
think of the quantum of reading it un-
leashes nationally.

A billion people in India watch 
three hours of TV a day on average. 
Song-based content – songs in films, 
devotional and folk songs – constitute 
at least 30 minutes of daily viewing. A 
policy requirement that all songs on 
TV should carry SLS would ensure 
half an hour of reading practice, daily, 
for a billion people.

Several eye-tracking studies from 
Europe and the US, including a recent 
one with school children in govern-

ment schools in rural Rajasthan, have 
established that subtitles in the ‘same’ 
language just cannot be ignored. The 
brain cannot but match known let-
ters with matching sounds. The in-
nately associative power of the brain, 
combined with prior knowledge of  
the lyrics, makes reading skill acquisi-
tion through SLS, effortless, fun and 
most importantly, marked by success, 
not failure. Reading along to songs 
is inherently motivating, even for the 
weakest readers.

Studies in India are at the forefront 
of establishing that regular exposure 
to SLS on mainstream TV, especially 
on songs, can result in substantial im-
provement of reading skills among in 
and out-of-school children, youth and 
adults, or anyone who watches song-
based content on TV. “A small thing 
that has a staggering impact on peo-
ple’s lives,” said Bill Clinton of SLS 
back in 2009.

India’s reading and literacy chal-
lenge is massive and older than the 
70 year republic itself. There has been 
good progress in raising the literacy 
rate but there is a catch. Over 60% 
of the “literates” are very weak read-
ers. In many countries they would 
not be considered to be readers at all. 
Under the UN’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDG) framework, India 
needs to “Ensure inclusive and quality 
education for all and promote lifelong 
learning,” by 2030. But quality edu-
cation and lifelong learning cannot 

be achieved without quality reading 
skills.

The Annual Survey of Education 
Report (ASER) 2017, and previous 
reports, have highlighted the grim 
state of affairs in India’s primary and 
secondary education sector. Our edu-
cation system has consistently, across 
all grade levels, been behind when it 
comes to meeting students’ learning 
achievements, and more worryingly, 
their aspirations. While we need to 
credit policy institutions in India for 
raising schooling enrolment rates, the 
quality of schooling has to be our next 
priority. It is here where SLS can con-
tribute in augmenting quality learning 
in schools and providing people de-
prived of reading skills, a basic func-
tionality to interact in their environ-
ment.

In a country where half the school 
children cannot read simple texts by 
Class 5, one would think that any 
proven idea that can get a billion peo-
ple to read every day, at an extremely 
low cost of 10 paise per person per 
year, would have an enthusiastic re-
ception in policy. Alas, that is not how 
policy has handled SLS over the years.

To its credit, policy has gone from 
outright rejection of SLS in the late 
90s, to resistance in the 2000s, to grow-
ing acceptance since 2010, after the 
Prasar Bharati Board considered SLS 
and formally acknowledged that it is a 
good idea “in-principle” and could be 
considered for a national scale up. ‘In-
principle,’ it seems, is a code phrase for 
good-idea-but-no-funds, as a number 
of high-level policy meetings with 

ministries and policy institutions have 
implied, over the last eight years.

For SLS to successfully exit the 
policy labyrinth and become a reality 
on all TV channels, it might need the 
intervention of a higher power.  For-
tunately for SLS, in 2013, then Chief  
Minister of Gujarat and now Prime 
Minister, heard a presentation, even 
following it up with a positive men-
tion. Globally too, Gordon Brown, 
UN Special Envoy for Global Educa-
tion, has endorsed SLS.

Ironically, the policy breakthrough 

for SLS in India might come if  an-
other country becomes the first to run 
with the idea. Recently, Justine Green-
ing, UK’s former Education Minister 
exhorted parents to turn on the subti-
tles on TV to boost children’s reading 
skills. TOTS (turn on the subtitles) 
may just be taking the shape of a cam-
paign there.

It would be a bittersweet day if  an 
idea conceived, researched and devel-
oped in India, where it has languished 
in policy for years, is actually scaled up 
in another country, first. Individuals 

apart, so far India’s bureaucracy as a 
whole has been apathetic to SLS. 

But we do hope that Victor Hugo 
was still right. No army, not even In-
dia’s bureaucracy, should be able to 
resist an idea whose time has come.

(Brij Kothari is on the faculty of  
IIM-Ahmedabad and the founder of  

PlanetRead and BookBox.  Aniruddha 
Ghosh recently completed his MSc 

in Econometrics and Mathematical 
Economics from the London School of  

Economics.)

T
he Govt. of  India in se-
quence of  two/three prime 
ministers, during their own 
leadership tenures outspo-

kenly pronounced without any hesi-
tation that Nagas have a unique his-
tory. Even during the parliamentary 
discussion in the Lok sabha the then 
prime minister of  India Shri. Jawa-
har Lal Nehru boldly convinced the 
house that basing on their quality and 
nature of  life, creation of  Nagaland 
statehood would benefit this vast 

country. But with the pace of  time the 
historic declaration of  unique history 
of  Nagas is becoming a burning top-
ic; not only in the neighboring states 
like Assam, Manipur, Arunachal 
Pradesh so on; but also towards the 
bigger chunk of  mental hectic proc-
esses among the thinkers of  Nagas 
irrespective of  their dwelling places 
within and outside Nagaland state. 
Thus the unique history of  Nagas 
is an undisputable fact; because of  
various reasons such as life style, cul-
ture& Tradition, norms, food habits, 
manners& behaviors, characters and 
other social structures that binds the 

Naga society.
The evidence from various Brit-

ish historians or even Indian army 
officials who have been exposed to 
Naga society admires the good quali-
ties of  Nagas such as honesty, brav-
ery, straight forwardness, generosity, 
hospitality, courageous etc in spite 
of  the little they have had. Placing 
the unique history and distinctive 
identity of  Nagas in this era of  21st 
century, where things are changing 
into a new global village of  oneness 
and togetherness. This resulted in 
creating dispute even among many 
younger generation youths of  Nagas 

who have not experienced the past 
forefather’s life. Nagas are very fast 
in picking-up and imitating the latest 
fashion of  life styles in the world. And 
this has become the greatest threat of  
questionable situation between older 
and younger generation of  Naga so-
ciety where the good qualities of  our 
ancestors were been diluted. 

Pressing on to life we tend to 
change our lifestyles to fit in with the 
latest technology, and along the line 
we also tend to change our manners 
and behaviors too with the up-grada-
tion of  educational status. When all 
of  our dealings are changed with the 

wider mingling of  society members 
in relationship with ones profession, 
friendship, marriage relationship, 
business and other life career from 
place to place across the world. But 
the bottom line is we must maintain 
originality in life as a unique human 
race. Somehow that maintenance of  
its uniqueness and distinctive identity 
is disturbed and put under dispute in 
the Naga society because of  the gen-
eration gap.    

Tracing back the past qualities 
of  Naga society, the present genera-
tion has lost many vibrant qualities 
of  our forefathers.  It is the elder 

generation who are very fortunate to 
live together with the younger (Chil-
dren) generation to retrospect the past 
Naga society and inculcate it so as to 
preserve the unique history of  Nagas. 
Our Naga history is not the popular 
sentiment of  Nagas. No doubt, the 
generation gap is there in Naga soci-
ety, but the manner, behavior and the 
character of  respecting the older gen-
eration and its qualities of  life is the 
real essence of  human race. Preserv-
ing our culture and identity may not 
directly give personal gain or benefit 
but it will surely enrich one’s quality 
of  life in the long run.  

T
he 10th BRICS summit to be hosted 
by South Africa is going to be close-
ly watched. It comes at a time when 
extraordinary global political and 

economic challenges are facing the world.
The BRICS bloc is made up of  5 of  the 

leading countries in the global South — Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.

The challenges facing the world range 
from country specific problems relating to do-
mestic poverty, inequality and unemployment 
to climate change and a global economic sys-
tem that is biased in favour of  corporate in-
terests, particularly in finance and technology.

One of  the most immediate political 
challenges relate to the changing dynamics 
in global economic governance. The current 
global powerhouse, the US, appears intent on 
starting trade wars with both China and the 
European Union. Africa can’t avoid being ad-
versely affected by a trade war between these 
three economic powers, which are its three 
largest trading partners.

The US is also pulling back from multilat-
eral governance arrangements that it created. 
For example, it withdrew from the upcoming 
United Nations (UN) conference on migra-
tion and from the UN Human Rights Coun-

cil. And Washington is effectively paralysing 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) by 
refusing to agree to the appointment of  new 
judges at the WTO Appellate Body.

These developments are creating a volatile 
and unpredictable situation for all countries. 
Small players on the global stage, like South 
Africa and other countries on the continent, 
face the prospect of  becoming collateral dam-
age in the destruction of  the current global 
governance arrangements.

Given all these complex challenges, how 
should we judge the success of  the BRICS 
Summit?

We can use three tests: is BRICS being 
strengthened? What benefits will accrue to 
Africa? And how is the bloc planning to in-
fluence global economic governance reform?

BRICS strengthening
One goal of  the upcoming summit should 
be to strengthen the relationship between the 
BRICS partners.

A concrete way of measuring this will be 
to look at the number and quality of agree-
ments to emerge out of the summit. A success-
ful summit will result in a range of substantial 
agreements being reached. The world will be 
able to scrutinise the outcome in the communi-
que released at the end of the meeting.

It is important to note that the summit is 
the apex event in a year-long process. During 
the year various groups of  BRICS govern-
ment officials, civil society groups and techni-
cal experts meet to discuss issues of  common 
interest. They have included technical groups 
such as the BRICS water forum and a com-
mittee looking at customs cooperation. Oth-
ers have involved political matters, such as 
meetings of  foreign affairs ministers and gov-
ernment officials who help guide their leaders 
to the summit (known as Sherpas).

The participants in these meetings try to 
reach agreements on issues of  mutual inter-
est – such as establishing a BRICS vaccine re-
search centre – or finding ways to collaborate 
in sectors like tourism. Their job is also to try 
and resolve differences.

These efforts feed into the work of  the 
summit as the Sherpas prepare the statement 
of  what has been agreed. Details of  the agree-
ments that have been struck will be released in 
a statement at the end of  the summit.

BRICS in Africa
Given that the theme for this year’s summit 
is: “BRICS in Africa: Collaboration for In-
clusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in the 
4th Industrial Revolution”, it’s reasonable to 
expect the BRICS summit to produce benefits 

for Africa.
One area that would be beneficial for the 

continent would be a signal from the leaders 
that the BRICS members are willing to com-
mit to funding infrastructure projects on the 
continent. This is important because Africa is 
in the process of  putting in place an ambitious 
new Continental Free Trade Agreement. Suc-
cessful implementation will require construct-
ing infrastructure that can link the continent 
both internally and with other parts of  the 
world.

BRICS could position itself  for a critical 
role in the funding of  these infrastructure 
projects.

Two obvious vehicles for such funds are 
the BRICS’s New Development Bank and the 
funds that China has created to support its 
One Belt One Road Initiative.

Thus a test for summit success will be 
whether it generates new financing for sus-
tainable infrastructure in Africa, and the na-
ture of  the financing.

Global governance reform
One goal shared by all the BRICS states is 
reforming global economic governance struc-
tures like the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). The bloc hasn’t been 
particularly successful in this mission. But 

this year may be an opportune time to pro-
mote reform.

Actions by the US have undermined its 
leadership position in the world and may have 
made other countries more open to govern-
ance reforms in key international economic 
organisations. This is particularly relevant for 
the IMF which is reviewing its quota alloca-
tions. A shift would lead to the world body 
being more responsive to the concerns of  its 
poorer member countries.

There is a longstanding call for the in-
clusion of  a third African chair on the IMF 
board. It is unconscionable that the 46 sub-
Saharan African countries have the lowest 
level of  representation of  any region on the 
IMF board. South Africa should push BRICS 
to stand behind this call.

The BRICS should also support making the 
IMF more accountable to countries affected by 
its operations. This could be done by demand-
ing that the IMF create an independent ac-
countability mechanism. It is currently the only 
multilateral financial institution without one.

A key benefit of  the BRICS is its poten-
tial to lead efforts to meaningfully reform the 
global economic system. It therefore behoves 
the citizens of  BRICS countries to hold their 
governments accountable for fulfilling this 
potential.
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BJP National President Amit Shah being greeted by party state President K Laxman and others as he 
arrives to attend a review meeting to discuss preparations for 2019 election, at Begumpet Airport in 
Hyderabad on Friday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi welcomes former chief minister of united Andhra Pradesh N Kiran 
Kumar Reddy as he re-joins the party, in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

Shah in Hyderabad to firm 
up Telangana poll strategy

2 CRPF troopers killed in J&K attack  

Second Kerala priest taken 
into custody in rape case

Restrictions imposed in parts of Srinagar; 
Hurriyat leader Farooq detained  

Ex-Andhra CM N Kiran Kumar 
Reddy rejoins Congress 

Just as Taliban destroyed Bamiyan Buddha, ‘Hindu 
Taliban’ destroyed Babri Masjid — SC told 

Court orders framing of bribery 
charges against Jindal in coal scam

You will create more 
militants if you break PDP, 
Mehbooba warns Delhi

MEA workers under CBI 
lens for fraud drawal 

Hyderabad, July 13 (PTI): 
BJP president Amit Shah 
arrived here today on 
a day-long visit to hold 
consultations with party 
leaders on the strategy for 
the 2019 Lok Sabha and 
the Telengana Assembly 
elections.

During his visit, Shah 
is also likely to meet some 
RSS leaders, sources said.

The BJP chief was ac-
corded a warm reception 
by the party’s state unit 
after he landed at the 
Begumpet airport. He 
was scheduled to make a 
speech but did not do so.

Shah will give a road 
map to the state unit for 
the elections and his visit 
will give a boost to the 
party, state BJP president 
K Laxman had said earlier.

The legislative as-
sembly elections in Te-
lanagna would be held 
simultaneously with the 
Lok Sabha polls next year.

The party currently 
has one Lok Sabha mem-

Srinagar, July 13 (IANS): Two Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) troopers were 
killed and two other persons injured in a 
militant attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district on Friday, police said.

Although earlier the police said it was 
a grenade attack, but later they clarified 
that a group of terrorists in a vehicle fired 

upon a CRPF patrol party in Achabal 
chowk.

Two of the injured troopers suc-
cumbed on their way to a hospital while 
third injured CRPF trooper and the civil-
ian were being treated in a hospital. The 
area has been surrounded for searches, 
police said.

Thiruvalla (Kerala) July 
13 (IANS): One of the four 
accused Kerala priests, 
Father Johnson V. Math-
ew, named in a sexual 
abuse case of a parish-
ioner, was arrested from 
a place near here, said 
police on Friday.

This is the second ar-
rest in the case where the 
husband of a woman ac-
cused five priests of sexu-
ally abusing his wife for a 
decade.

While four priests have 
been arraigned as ac-
cused, Mathew has been 
charged not for rape, but 
“for outraging the mod-
esty of a lady”.

Mathew was taken 
into custody by the Ker-
ala Crime Branch from a 
house in Kozhencherry. 
He is being interrogated at 
the Crime Branch office.

On Thursday the po-
lice arrested Father Job 
Mathew and he has been 

remanded to judicial cus-
tody.

On Friday, the police 
also searched the house 
of the first accused, Father 
Sony (Abraham) Varghese 
near here. However, they 
failed to get any lead about 
his whereabouts. Vargh-
ese along with another 
accused, Father Jaice K. 
George, are on the run.

Earlier on Friday, the 
Crime Branch issued 
a warning that no one 
should try to shield any of 
the accused. A few hours 
later Mathew was taken 
into custody.

The arrest of the ac-
cused priests became 
a certainty after  the 
High Court in Kochi on 
Wednesday rejected the 
anticipatory bail plea of 
three of them named in 
the complaint.

A woman who regular-
ly visited the Malankara 
Orthodox Church had 

accused five priests of 
sexually abusing her for 
a decade. Her husband 
had complained that she 
came under the duress 
from at least five priests.

It was one priest in the 
beginning who first ex-
ploited his wife and then 
started blackmailing her.

When she sought help 
from another priest, he 
too threatened her and 
shared her contact with a 
fellow priest and she was 
eventually victimised by 
five of them.

The National Commis-
sion for Women is moni-
toring the case. One of the 
priests escaped action as 
the victim had mentioned 
only four names, the po-
lice officer said.

There have been re-
ports that the two priests 
currently on the run will 
be approaching the Su-
preme Court for relief 
from arrest.

Srinagar, July 13 (PTI): 
Restrictions were imposed 
today on movement of 
people in parts of the city 
ahead of the separatists’ 
call for a march to the 
Martyrs’ Graveyard near 
Nowhatta while Hurriyat 
leader Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq was detained, an 
official said.

The restrictions were 
imposed in Khanyar, 
Maharajgunj, Nowhatta, 
Rainawari and Safakadal 
as a precautionary meas-
ure to maintain law and 
order, he said.

The separatists had 
called for a march to the 
Martyrs’ Graveyard at 
Naqshband Sahib shrine 
to pay homage to 22 peo-
ple killed in firing by Dog-
ra soldiers on this day in 
1931.

Farooq was detained 
outside his residence in 
Nigeen area of the city and 
taken to the local police 
station, the official said.

He was taken into 
preventive custody as his 
presence in old city area 
could lead to violence by 
his supporters, the official 
added.

More than 22 men 
were killed in firing by 
soldiers of Dogra Maha-
raja Hari Singh on this day 
in 1931 during protests 
against his autocratic rule.

New Delhi, July 13 (IANS): 
Former Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N. Kiran 
Kumar Reddy on Friday 
rejoined the Congress that 
he left in protest against 
the bifurcation of the state 
in 2014.

Reddy went to the 
Congress headquarters 
here and rejoined the 
party in the presence of 
General Secretary and 
former Kerala Chief Min-
ister Oommen Chandy 
and party leader Randeep 
Singh Surjewala. 

Earlier, Reddy met par-
ty President Rahul Gandhi. 

Reddy was the last 
Chief Minister of a united 
Andhra Pradesh before the 
formation of Telangana on 

June 2, 2014. He had suc-
ceeded K. Rosaiah as Chief 
Minster in 2011. 

Addressing a press 
briefing, Kiran Reddy said: 
“I am very happy that I am 
coming back to the Con-
gress family. Although I 
resigned as Chief Minister, 
I cannot be separated from 
the Congress because in 
my family we were MLAs 
for nearly 8 terms - my 
father and me.

“Whatever identity I 
have got today is because 
of the Congress. I was 
an MLA for four terms, 
was the Chief Whip, the 
Speaker of the Andhra 
Pradesh Assembly and 
the Chief Minister. In the 
present circumstances 

too, I strongly feel that 
the Congress should be 
strengthened and Rahul 
Gandhiji’s (party Presi-
dent) hands should be also 
strengthened,” he added.

“Unless, the Congress 
comes back to power in 
Delhi, justice will not be 
done to the states of Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana.”

Chandy praised Red-
dy for doing “many good 
things” when he was the 
Chief Minister.

On the ‘No-confidence 
motion to be moved by 
the TDP during Parlia-
ment’s monsson session, 
Surjewala said: “(This) will 
be deliberated upon by the 
Congress Parliamentary 
Party.”

New Delhi, July 13 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Friday was told 
that just as the statue of Bamiyan 
Buddha was destroyed by the Af-
ghan Taliban, similarly the Hindu 
Taliban razed the Babri Masjid in 
Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.

“Just as Bamiyan Buddha was 
destroyed by Afghan Taliban, 
same way Babri Masjid was de-
stroyed by Hindu Taliban,” the 
bench of Chief Justice Dipak Mis-
ra, Justice Ashok Bhushan and 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer was told 
by senior counsel Rajeev Dhavan. 

“No faith has a right to destroy 
a mosque,” Dhavan said, assailing 
the argument by the Hindu side 
that no equity survived once the 
mosque had gone (razed). 

“It can’t be, should not be ar-
gued that no equity lies and there 
is nothing left to be decided once 
it (mosque) has been destroyed,” 
Dhavan told the bench.

Dhavan said this to the three-
judge bench while advancing 
arguments that the 1994 top court 

judgment that had said that offer-
ing namaz in a mosque was not an 
essential practice of Islam needed 
to be revisited.

“The question of essential 
practice was totally alien to the 
case before the top court bench in 
1994,” he said.

Appearing for the lead peti-
tioner M. Siddiqui represented 
by his legal heir, Dhavan assailed 
the Uttar Pradesh government 
for abandoning its neutrality and 
pointing fingers at Muslim liti-
gants for making “belated efforts” 
seeking a relook at the 1994 Ismail 
Farooqui judgment that had said 
that mosques were not an integral 
part of religious practice of offer-
ing prayers.

He told the court that the neu-
trality had been broken by the 
Uttar Pradesh government which 
was represented by the Additional 
Solicitor General - a law officer of 
the Central government which is 
the receiver of the disputed land.

Describing the shift in the 

stand of the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment as a “breach of faith”, Dha-
van said that there was no delay 
on the part of the Muslim litigants 
in flagging the issue and they did 
it in the first instance when the 
opportunity arose. 

It were the Hindu litigants who 
had relied upon the 1994 judg-
ment during the hearing of the 
title suit of the disputed site before 
the Lucknow bench of Allahabad 
High Court. 

The senior counsel took ex-
ception to senior counsel K. Par-
asaran telling the court on May 
17 that for Muslims “Makkah and 
Madinah alone are places of par-
ticular significance” as pilgrimage 
centres but such was not the case 
with Ayodhya/Babri Masjid.

Describing it as invidious ar-
gument, Dhavan said this meant 
that for the Muslims and Chris-
tians, their centre of pilgrimages 
were overseas and thousands of 
churches and mosques could be 
closed.

This also amounted to saying 
that Hindus were protected by the 
Article 25 of the constitution but 
not the Muslims and Christians 
and “We (the Hindus) are superior 
and everything belongs to us”. 

Dhavan described as an indul-
gent act of “charity” the offer by 
the Shia Waqf Board to move out 
of the disputed site in return for a 
site for a new mosque. 

He said the 1994 judgment 
needed to be revisited as the Luc-
know bench of Allahabad High 
Court relied on this in deciding 
the Ayodhya title suit by which 
the disputed 2.77 acres site was 
ordered to be divided between the 
Nirmohi Akhara, the Lord Ram 
deity and the Sunni Waqf Board.

The top court is hearing a 
batch of cross petitions chal-
lenging the 2010 Allahabad High 
Court judgment by which it had 
divided the disputed 2.77 acres 
site between the Nirmohi Akhara, 
the Lord Ram deity and the Sunni 
Waqf Board.

New Delhi, July 13 (IANS): A spe-
cial court on Friday ordered fram-
ing of an additional charge of 
abetment of bribery against indus-
trialist and senior Congress leader 
Naveen Jindal and others in a coal 
block allocation case.

The court was hearing the 
case related to the allocation of 
Jharkhand’s Amarkonda Murga-
dangal coal block to Jindal Steel 
and Gagan Sponge.

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) Special Judge Bharat 
Parashar fixed August 16 for the 
formal framing of charges against 
the accused.

On April 29, 2016, the court 
had ordered framing of charges 
against the former MP and others 
under various sections -- criminal 
conspiracy, criminal breach of 
trust, cheating and criminal mis-
conduct. But it had not included 
bribery charges.

Later, Jindal Steel’s then advi-
sor Anand Goel, Nihar Stocks Ltd 
Director BSN Suryanarayan and 
Mumbai’s Essar Power Ltd Execu-
tive Vice-Chairman Sushil Kumar 
Maroo, JSPL’s Deputy Manager 
(Finance) Siddharth Madra and 
Deputy General Manager Rajeev 
Aggarwal were chargesheeted 

as acccused in a supplementary 
chargesheet. 

The court also ordered fram-
ing of charges under criminal 
conspiracy against Goel, Sury-
anarayan and Maroo. However, it 
has discharged Madra and Rajeev 
Aggarwal.

The CBI has alleged that the 
five were actively involved in the 
transfer of Rs 2 crore from Jin-
dal Realty, New Delhi Exim, to a 
company controlled by former 
Minister of State for Coal Dasari 
Narayana Rao, in lieu of favour in 
the allotment of Jharkhand’s coal 
block to Jindal Steel and Gagan 
Sponge.

In April 2015, the CBI named 
Rao, former Jharkhand Chief Min-
ister Madhu Koda, former Coal 
Secretary H.C. Gupta, Jindal Re-
alty Director Rajeev Jain, Gagan 
Sponge Directors Girish Kumar 
Juneja and R.K. Saraf and Sowb-
hagya Media’s Managing Director 
K. Ramakrishna as accused in the 
case.

Of the five private companies 
named in the chargesheet, four 
are based in Delhi and one in Hy-
derabad.

The accused have denied the 
charges.

Srinagar, July 13 (IANS): Former Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minister and Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) President Meh-
booba Mufti on Friday said the BJP-led 
central government would end up creat-
ing more militants like Syed Salahuddin 
and Yasin Malik if her party was split to 
form government in the state.

“All of us know there can be no horse 
trading unless Delhi (the Centre) wants 
it. If Delhi tries to break my party, they 
will be repeating what was done here in 
1987,” Mufti told the media here.

“Don’t try to break my party, all you 
will end up doing is create more Sala-
huddins (Chief of Hizbul who fought 
elections in 1987) and Yasin Maliks (JKLF 
chief who was Salahuddin’s poll agent 
then),” she thundered.

Asked about the rift in her party as 
a result of which some of her own party 
men and MLAs had levelled serious 
charges against her, Mufti said: “There 
are differences in every party and these 
can be sorted out within the party.”

Her predecessor and National Con-
ference leader Omar Abdullah mocked 
at Mufti’s warning.

“Let me put this out here for all to 
remember ‘not one new militant will be 
created with the break up of the PDP’. 
People will not mourn the demise of a 
party created in Delhi only to divide the 
votes of Kashmiris.”

N e w  D e l h i ,  Ju l y  1 3 
(IANS): The CBI has reg-
istered a case against 
unknown officials  of 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs and others for their 
alleged role in fraudulent 
withdrawal of Rs 92 lakh 
from various GPF ac-
counts of the ministry 
during 2017-2018.

The crime came to 
light during a prelimi-
nary internal review con-
ducted by the office of 
Principal Chief Control-
ler of Accounts of Min-
istry of External Affairs. 
The review was con-
ducted on a complaint 
received by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on Thursday from 
ministry’s Controller of 
Accounts Shailendra Ku-
mar, an agency official 
said.

In its complaint, Ku-
mar alleged that Rs 91.90 
lakh was withdrawn in 
four fraudulent transac-
tions made on August 
23, 2017; September 5, 
2017; October 23, 2017 
and February 2 from four 
different GPF accounts 
in Central Bank of India’s 
south Delhi’s Safdarjung 
Enclave-based branch, 
Canara Bank branch 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Ba-
reilly, Axis Bank branch 
in south Delhi’s Saket 
and United Bank of India 
branch in Guwahati’s 
G.S. Road in Assam re-
spectively. 

“Rs 25 lakh each was 
withdrawn in the first 
two transactions while 
Rs 21.90 lakh and Rs 20 
lakh was withdrawan 
in the third and fourth 
transactions.” 

As per the complaint, 
the fraud was detected 

on June 7 when a fresh 
attempt was made to 
withdraw Rs 22 lakh from 
another GPF account. 
“The fraud was detect-
ed due to mismatch of 
name with GPF account 
holder and the payment 
of the bill was stopped 
through bank.”

During the internal 
review, it is revealed that 
COMPACT Data Base 
(software in which of-
fice of Principal Chief 
Controller of Accounts 
operates ministry’s ac-
counts) had been tam-
pered with and certain 
data fields were altered 
in order to facilitate the 
fraudulent withdrawal, 
said the complaint.

It was also observed 
that signatures of the 
sanctioning authorities 
concerned were forged 
and wrong file numbers/
details were made on the 
fraudulent GPF with-
drawal documents. 

“Enquiry from the 
bank concerned has re-
vealed that the bank ac-
counts, through which 
the fraudulent amount 
has been withdrawn, be-
long to some other indi-
vidual and not the GPF 
beneficiary. It is also sus-
pected that such fraudu-
lent withdrawals have 
been made from some 
other accounts also,” it 
said.

On the allegations, 
the CBI registered an FIR 
under sections of crimi-
nal conspiracy, cheating, 
forgery, abuse of official 
position of Indian Penal 
Code and sections of 
Information and Tech-
nology Act against uni-
dentified MEA officials 
and others.

ber (out of a total 17 
seats) and five MLAs in 
the state.

The BJP aims to come 
to power in the state and 

also increase the tally of 
Lok Sabha seats to double 
digits, Laxman had said.

Shah is likely to meet 
a few prominent per-

sonalities, including star 
shuttler Saina Nehwal, as 
part of the party’s ‘Sam-
park for Samarthan’ cam-
paign.

A CRPF personal walks past a closed shop as children look out of 
the window during restrictions, in the Downtown area of Srinagar 
on Friday. 

PTI
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News IN BrIef
Moon presses Trump, Kim for 
breakthrough in nuclear talks
Singapore, July 13 (PTI/AP): South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in has urged US President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un to try harder 
to achieve a breakthrough in their nuclear negotiations.  
Moon said at a forum in Singapore today that Trump and 
Kim would “face the stern judgment of the international 
community” if  their promises on denuclearisation 
weren’t kept. Singapore was the host of a historic summit 
between Trump and Kim last month when they agreed 
to work toward the denuclearisation of  the Korean 
Peninsula, without describing when and how it would 
occur. 

Egypt court sentences 11 
Brotherhood members to death
Cairo, July 13 (IANS): An Egyptian court on Thursday 
sentenced 11 members of  the outlawed Muslim 
Brotherhood to death over charges of killing policemen, 
media reports said. The case dated back to 2015 when 
the 11 convicts killed three policemen and burnt their 
vehicle. The court referred the sentence to Grand Mufti, 
the country’s highest Islamic official who will give the 
religious judgment of all preliminary death sentences, 
Xinhua reported. The Mufti’s opinion is non-binding as 
it is usually considered a formality, but his final opinion 
could reduce the penalty. Egypt has been experiencing 
anti-security attacks since the army-led ouster of former 
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi in 2013, and the 
ban on his Muslim Brotherhood in 2014.  Thousands of  
extremists have been detained and faced trials. 

19 killed in chemical plant blast in 
China
Beijing, July 13 (IANS): A blast in an industrial park 
in China’s Sichuan Province killed 19 and injured 12 
on Thursday evening, local authorities said. The blast 
occurred at around 6:30 p.m. on Thursday at a chemical 
plant Hengda in an industrial park in Jiang’an County, 
Yibin City, according to the provincial work safety 
administration. The Jiang’an county government said 
the fire has been put out on Friday morning. The injured 
are in stable condition. Further investigation is underway, 
Xinhua reported. The company Hengda, registered in 
June 2015, mainly produces chemical products.

Mass grave discovered in Lanka’s 
former war zone
Colombo, July 13 (PTI): A mass grave with 38 skeletons 
has been discovered in Sri Lanka’s former war zone 
where the government forces and Tamil Tiger rebels were 
engaged in pitched battles in 2009, officials said today.  
Skeletal remains of around 38 people have been found 
during the ground digging to build a new construction 
at the old cooperative store site in the north eastern town 
of Mannar. Following the discovery in late March, the 
site was kept under supervision of Mannar magistrate 
M Prabhakaran for further digging.  While the judicial 
medical officers are carrying out investigations, the 
skeletal remains are being kept at the Mannar hospital.

Former Brazil President acquitted 
in one of 7 corruption cases
Brasilia, July 13 (IANS): Brazilian former President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, who is in prison serving a sentence 
on a corruption conviction, was acquitted Thursday in 
one of the seven cases he is facing. Federal Judge Ricardo 
Leite found Lula not guilty of the obstruction of justice 
charges that were brought against him based on the 
testimony of former Sen. Delcidio do Amaral, who had 
declared that the former president asked him to bribe a 
witness, Efe reported. Prosecutors had urged the judge 
to acquit Lula in this case, acknowledging last September 
that there “wasn’t enough evidence”. Leite also acquitted 
six other implicated people, including Do Amaral, 
the senator’s former chief of staff Diogo Ferreira, and 
banker Andre Esteves.

AP/PTI

Nepalese army men rescue a sick boy from a flooded area in Bhaktapur, Nepal, Thursday, July 12, 2018. The 
flooding was caused by overflowing of the Hanumante River following heavy rain Wednesday.

London, July 13 (PTI): A giant 
balloon of “Trump Baby” in 
a diaper has taken flight over 
Britain’s Houses of Parliament 
as part of the widespread pro-
tests against the US President’s 
controversial first official visit 
to the UK.

The orange-hued blimp was 
inflated in Parliament Square 
at about 9.30 am as a crowd of 
onlookers cheered. 

As the air filled the six-metre 
balloon, it rose slowly into the 
air. It will fly at a height of about 
30 metres for two hours.

Blimp organiser Leo Murray 
said the giant balloon had been 
designed to speak to Trump “in 
a language that he understands, 
which is personal insults.” 

Though some people might 
be uncomfortable with the 
idea of ridiculing the US Presi-
dent, Murray said he feels that 
Trump’s policies have created 
an atmosphere where “normal 
diplomatic rules have become 
very much suspended.” 

“I feel like once we got to 
the point where we have a head 
of state who is suspending due 
process for some of the world’s 
most vulnerable people and 
snatching babies from their 
parents at the border and lock-
ing them in cages -- at that point 
I don’t think we need to be civil 
to this man,” he said.

Campaigners raised more 
than 29,000 pounds to pay for 
the giant balloon and have said 
it is intended as a humorous 
protest to counter the misery 
created by Trump.

For me this is British politi-
cal satire at its finest, said Sheila 
Menon, an Indian-origin mem-
ber of the group calling itself the 
Trump Babysitters .

London Mayor Sadiq Khan 

defended his decision to allow 
the giant Trump baby inflatable 
to fly over London, saying: “The 
idea that we limit the right to 
protest because it might cause 
offence to a foreign leader is a 
slippery slope”.

This protest is not anti-
American far from it having a 
special relationship means that 
we expect the highest standards 
from each other, and it also 
means speaking out when we 
think the values we hold dear 
are under threat, he said.

The Pakistani-origin mayor 
has been outspoken in his op-
position to Trump’s UK visit. He 
had criticised the US President 
over his tweets following the ter-
ror attacks in London last year.

In an unusual move, the 
US Embassy here has warned 

American citizens to keep a 
“low profile” during President 
Trump’s visit. 

Trump, whose policies - 
including a travel ban on a 
number of predominantly Mus-
lim countries, the detention 
of child migrants on the US-
Mexico border and the imposi-
tion of tariffs on EU steel and 
aluminium exports - have all 
been criticised by the UK.

Various other protests have 
been organised by human rights 
groups such as Amnesty Inter-
national and Liberty as well as 
a Walk-out Against Trump drive 
by Young Socialists. 

Busloads of protesters ar-
rived from across the UK to 
London for the main rally at 
Trafalgar Square today, accord-
ing to umbrella group Together 

Against Trump. Placards includ-
ing “Dump Trump” and “Trump 
not welcome” were among the 
many banners being handed 
out to the thousands of protest-
ers.

Scotland Yard is policing 
the protests with a ring of steel 
around the UK Parliament 
complex as well as steel fences 
along some of the route of the 
procession.

Last night, Trump was 
booed and jeered as he was 
helicoptered out of Regent’s 
Park on Marine One to attend 
a black-tie dinner hosted by 
Prime Minister Theresa May at 
Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire. 

Protesters shouted “shame 
on you”, waved anti-Trump 
placards and banged on pots 
and pans. A large crowd had 

gathered outside Winfield 
House in Regent’s Park, the 
London residence of the US 
ambassador where the Trumps 
spent the night, for a noisy 
protest intended to reverberate 
over the tall fence.

In an unusual move, the 
US Embassy in London had 
warned its citizens protests 
against Trump’s visit this week 
could turn violent. 

US First Lady Melania 
Trump, who paid a visit to 
the Royal Hospital Chelsea to 
meet retired soldiers and local 
schoolchildren alongside Brit-
ish Prime Minister’s husband 
Philip, must have seen some of 
the protesters.

Protests are also planned 
at Chequers, where the bilat-
eral talks take place, and in 
Scotland, where the American 
leader will arrive this evening 
after having tea with Queen 
Elizabeth II at Windsor Castle.

Trump’s schedule has been 
carefully chalked out to avoid 
planned protests. 

Instead of holding his meet-
ings in London, Trump held 
bilateral talks with Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May at her country 
retreat outside the city and have 
tea with the Queen at Windsor 
Castle, on London’s western 
outskirts. 

Sarah Elliott, chairwoman 
of Republicans Overseas UK, 
told CNN she did not think 
Trump would be perturbed by 
the protests. 

“I think whenever his de-
tractors go after him, it makes 
him double down and it actu-
ally encourages him to keep 
going and prove everybody 
wrong,” she said. “So I think 
that’s the effect the balloon will 
have,” she added.

London, July 13 (IANS): US President Donald Trump has said 
the UK will “probably not” get a trade deal with the US, if Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s Brexit plan goes ahead.

He told The Sun newspaper that May’s plan would “probably 
kill the deal” as it would mean the “would be dealing with the 
European Union” instead of with the UK.

Downing Street has not yet reacted to Trump’s remarks, the 
BBC reported.

May has been making the case for a US free trade deal with 
Trump, on his first UK visit as president. On Thursday, she said 
Brexit was an “opportunity” to create growth in the UK and US.

“As we prepare to leave the European Union, we have an un-
precedented opportunity to do more. It’s an opportunity to reach 
a free trade agreement that creates jobs and growth here in the UK 
and right across the US,” she said.

Trump told The Sun that conducted the interview while he 
was in Brussels for the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
summit, that UK’s blueprint for its post-Brexit relations with the 
EU was “a much different deal than the people voted on”.

He said he had told May how to do a Brexit deal, but: “She 
didn’t agree, she didn’t listen to me... She wanted to go a different 
route.” Trump also said he was “cracking down” on the EU as “they 
have not treated the US fairly on trading”.

Trump praised former British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson 
and said he would make a “great Prime Minister”, adding “I think 
he’s got what it takes”.

The news of his interview with the newspaper broke while he 
was at a black-tie dinner with May at Blenheim Palace, Oxford-
shire on Thursday evening.

After it was published, Whitehouse spokeswoman Sarah 
Sanders said the President “likes and respects Prime Minister 
May very much”, adding that he had “never said anything bad 
about her”.

The US President along with First Lady Melania Trump were 
given a red carpet reception after they were earlier greeted by 
1,000 protesters outside the US ambassador’s residence in Re-
gent’s Park.

On Friday, May and Trump will watch a joint counter-terror-
ism exercise by British and US special forces at a military base. 
Later they will hold talks with the foreign secretary at Chequers 
-- the PM’s country residence in Buckinghamshire.

The President and his wife will travel to Windsor on Friday af-
ternoon to meet the Queen, before flying to Scotland to spend the 
weekend at Trump’s Turnberry golf resort which will be private.

Beirut, July 13 (PTI/AFP): An air 
strike on one of the last holdouts of 
the Islamic State group in Syria has 
killed 54 people, more than half of 
them civilians, a war monitor said 
today. 

The US-led coalition fighting 
the jihadists said it or its allies may 
have carried out air raids in the area, 
and it was investigating the alleged 
civilian deaths.

The raid late yesterday on an ice 
factory near the village of Al-Soussa 
close to the Iraqi border killed 28 
civilians and 26 IS jihadists, the 
Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said.

It was not immediately clear if 
the raid on the eastern Deir Ezzor 
province was carried out by an Iraqi 
plane or the coalition, the monitor 
said.

In a written statement, the US-
led alliance said: “The coalition 
or our partner forces may have 
conducted strikes in the vicinity of 
Al-Soussa and Baghour Fukhani” 
yesterday.

“We are forwarding the report 
to our Civilian Casualty Cell for 
further assessment on this allega-
tion,” it said.

Iraqi warplanes have recently 
carried out strikes against IS in east-
ern Syria, while coalition aircraft 
have been supporting Kurdish-led 
fighters battling the jihadists.

The IS fighters were Syrians and 
Iraqis, the Observatory said.

State news agency SANA re-
ported the strike late Thursday, 
saying more than 30 civilians were 
killed and accusing the coalition of 

carrying it out.
IS fighters swept across Syria 

and Iraq in 2014, declaring a cross-
border “caliphate” in areas they 
controlled.

They have since lost most of 
that territory to various offensives, 
but still retain pockets of land in 
Syria including in the country’s vast 
Badiya desert and in Deir Ezzor.

IS fighters have faced two sepa-
rate offensives in Deir Ezzor on 
either side of the Euphrates River 
that cuts through the province.

Russia-backed regime forces 
have pushed back the jihadists on 
the western side of the Euphrates, 
while the US-backed Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces have battled them to 
its east.

Al-Soussa lies to the east of the 
Euphrates River, in a pocket of terri-
tory still held by the jihadists.

IS fighters have been expelled 
from most urban centres in Syria, 
but analysts say they have retained 
their ability to pounce from the 
desert.

Last month, an IS incursion into 
the town of Albu Kamal on the west 
of the Euphrates left dozens of pro-
regime fighters dead.

Attacks spiked after the jihad-
ists were evacuated from their last 
bastion outside Damascus in May, 
many heading to the Badiya desert, 
the Observatory said.

IS also has a presence in the 
northwestern province of Idlib, as 
well as in the southwestern prov-
ince of Daraa where it has been 
battling opposition fighters in re-
cent days.

Washington, July 13 (IANS): 
Fifty-eight immigrant children 
under the age of five have been 
reunited with their parents 
after being separated at the US 
border, officials said in a filing.

The filing on Thursday 
night comes as part of a class 
action lawsuit the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
filed against President Donald 
Trump’s administration’s “zero 
tolerance policy”, reports CNN.

Though the deadline for 
reuniting children under five 
has passed, in two weeks the 
government will need to reunite 
thousands more children aged 
five to 17 to meet the judge’s 
next deadline.

Despite working extensive-
ly together, government and 

ACLU lawyers sharply disagreed 
on how to proceed in the case, 
according to the joint filing.

The ACLU asked for the 
government to provide a daily 
report of reunified families to 
the court starting next week and 
for additional details to prevent 
the government from missing 
future deadlines.

The organisation also asked 
the judge to set additional spe-
cific deadlines going forward. 
However, both parties appeared 
to disagree about appropriate 
time frames.

Although the new filing 
details the latest reunification 
numbers of children younger 
than five, it did not provide a to-
tal of how many kids older than 
five the government believes to 

be in custody. 
It also does not offer any 

details on the process the gov-
ernment plans to use to reunite 
those families, or how it will 
work to reunite children whose 
parents have been deported, 
CNN reported.

The “zero-tolerance” policy 
to prosecute all adults crossing 
the border illegally resulted in 
the separation of thousands 
of children from their parents 
after entering the US, though 
this case was filed long before 
that policy and affects almost 
all families separated at the 
border still in government cus-
tody. After an initial backlash, 
Trump signed an executive 
order aimed at keeping families 
together at the border.

Lahore, July 13 (PTI): Pakistan’s 
former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif along with his daughter 
Maryam were arrested tonight 
on their return to the country 
after they were convicted in a 
corruption case, less than two 
weeks before the country goes 
to polls.

The plane carrying Sharif 
and Maryam landed at Lahore’s 
Allama Iqbal Airport at 9:15 IST, 
nearly three hours late from the 
scheduled arrival. 

The Etihad Airways flight 

EY243 arrived here from Abu 
Dhabi. Earlier they flew to the 
UAE capital from London, where 
Sharif’s ailing wife Kulsoom is 
battling for her life. 

Officials from Pakistan’s anti-
graft body, who were present 
at the airport, took them into 
custody as they came out of the 
plane.

The two were convicted on 
July 6 in the Evenfield properties 
case linked to the Sharif family’s 
ownership of four luxury flats in 
London. 

Both Sharif, 68, and Maryam, 
44, have been sentenced by an 
accountability court to 10 and 7 
years in prison respectively. The 
National Accountability Bureau 
and the caretaker government 
had announced that they would 
be taken into custody upon their 
arrival at the airport. 

A helicopter is present at the 
airport to take them to Islama-
bad from there they will be sent 
to Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi after 
producing them before the ac-
countability court.

Kathmandu, July 13 (PTI): 
A huge landslide and flood 
triggered by torrential rains 
in Nepal today killed at least 
eight persons, including 
three of a family while more 
than 3,000 people were dis-
placed, prompting deploy-
ment of the army for rescue 
and relief operations.

The landslide hit the 
Bhaktapur district last night 
and swept away the home 
of the family while they were 
asleep.

The bodies of the vic-
tims were identified as that 
of a 70-year-old man, his 
62-year-old wife and their 
granddaughter. The bodies 
have been pulled out of the 
debris, police said.

Two persons were killed 
in Rupandehi, one each in 
Kapilvastu, Baglung and 
jhapa districts, according to 
the official.

Parts of Bhaktapur Mu-
nicipally have been sub-

merged due to the flood on 
the Hanumante river fol-

lowing continuous down-
pour for the past three days. 

Dozens of houses were 
inundated due to the flood 

displacing hundreds of peo-
ple. 

I n s p e c t o r  H i m a l 
Shrestha, spokesperson for 
the Bhaktapur Police, said 
111 people were rescued 
from floods in the Radhe 
Radhe area and the nearby 
Khasangkhusung river.

“Most of the people we 
rescued are earthquake vic-
tims staying in temporary 
shelters and vegetable farm-
ers. Their place is unlivable,” 
said Shrestha, adding that 
they may be displaced for 
two more days.

Over 700 security per-
sonnel, more than five doz-
en Armed Police personnel 
and Nepal Army soldiers-
-and Red Cross members 
were deployed for the res-
cue operation. They used 
rafts and cranes to rescue 
the people, the Kathmandu 
Post reported.

Schools, hospitals, 
shops, and industries in 

the Radhe Radhe and 
Madhyapur Thimi areas 
remained closed through-
out the day as water level 
rose up to four feet above 
ground. 

This is not the first time 
that the area has been inun-
dated. In 2015, Hanumante 
River displaced 850 peo-
ple from their temporary 
shelters at the Maheshwori 
playground. These victims 
had become homeless in 
the earthquake earlier that 
year.

Chief District Officer 
Narayan Prasad Bhatta said 
the inundation was caused 
by the swollen river. Geolo-
gists blamed encroachment 
of riverbanks and haphaz-
ard sand mining for the 
mayhem. 

In June, at least three 
persons of a family, includ-
ing a girl, were killed in a 
huge landslide triggered by 
torrential rains.

‘Trump Baby’ balloon takes flight amidst anti-Trump protests in London
Brexit plan ‘may kill’ US 
trade deal — Trump

Many civilians among 54 dead in 
anti-IS strike in Syria — Monitor

58 immigrant children reunited, says US officials

Nawaz Sharif, daughter Maryam 
arrested in graft case on return to Pak

Landslide and massive flood kills eight persons in Nepal

AP/PTI

A six-meter high cartoon baby blimp of U.S. President Donald Trump is flown as a protest against his visit, in Parliament 
Square backdropped by the scaffolded Houses of Parliament and Big Ben in London, England, Friday, July 13, 2018. 
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Serj Tankian weighs in on reasons behind 
lack of new System Of A Down material
Serj Tankian has written a lengthy response to recent comments made by Daron Malakian, who sug-
gested the vocalist is the reason for the lack of new material from System Of A Down. The band’s last 
record was 2005’s Hypnotize – and in a recent interview with Kerrang, guitarist Malakian addressed the 
issue of why there’s been nothing new since, even though SOAD continue to play live shows. He said: 
“When it comes to making another album, there’s just a certain way that System make albums, and 
there’s a bunch of us that want to make an album that way and there is, I guess, one of us that doesn’t 
want to make an album his way.   “And not everyone is on board with that. That’s been the issue. “I 
have material for a new System album. Right now, if everyone got together and was ready to play ball, I 
have an album ready. If it was up to me, System would have never gone on hiatus.”  (Loudersound)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

10am, 8pm: Sanju (Hindi)

1pm, 3.15 pm, 5.30 pm: 
Ant Man and The Wasp 

(Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

‘Roseanne’ scores two Emmy 
nominations despite row

Fireflood to release their namesake video on July 21  

“R
oseanne”, the 
comedy series 
which was 
cancelled in 
May after star 

Roseanne Barr’s racist Twitter 
comments, has earned a pair of 
nominations at the 70th Emmy 
Awards.

Laurie Metcalf was the sole 
cast member to be nominated for 
her role as Roseanne’s sister, Jackie 
Harris, reports hollywoodreporter.

com
She will compete against Zazie 

Beetz (“Atlanta”), Alex Borstein 
(“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”), 
Aidy Bryant (“Saturday Night 
Live”), Betty Gilpin (“Glow”), Leslie 
Jones (“Saturday Night Live”), Kate 
McKinnon (“Saturday Night Live”), 
and Megan Mullally (“Will and 
Grace”).

The show was also nominated 
for outstanding multi-camera 
editing for a comedy series for the 

episode titled “Darlene V. David.”
ABC network had explained its 

decision to cancel the series, which 
had been the popular new show 
of the television season, saying 
Barr’s comments were “abhorrent, 
repugnant and inconsistent with 
our values”.

The cancellation of “Roseanne” 
came just hours after Barr attacked 
Valerie Jarrett, Chelsea Clinton and 
George Soros in a series of tweets.

IANS

T
he Gospel rock 
band “Fire-
flood” will be 
releasing their 
third video 

“Fireflood” on July 21 
on YouTube channel.  
The video was directed 

and shot by the Tinted 
Lights from Dimapur at 
Laitlum in Meghalaya, 
informed a press note 
from the band.

‘Tinted lights are a 
bunch of professionals 
who are so fun to work 

with. They are super crea-
tive, patient and never 
fail to create a comfort-
able environment for us 
to shoot. They have shot 
three of our videos and 
we are looking forward 
to working together even 

in the days to come. We 
can be quite a circus 
sometimes but they are 
very patient,” shared the 
Fireflood band of their 
experience working with 
the Tinted lights.

EMN

Yanger Imchen to 
release his debut 
music video 
“Fly” on July 15 

Yvonne Strahovski 
happy about Emmy 
nominations

Willem Dafoe to star in ‘Togo’

Y
anger Imchen an upcoming musician is not 
new to the praise and worship music scene. 
He has been leading worship for 12 years. 
Imchen first started leading worship in 
Dimapur Ao Baptist Church before joining 

the worship team of Sinai Ministry in 2009, and since 
then he has been to all the districts in Nagaland, and 
to almost all the villages and towns of the state with 
the Sinai team, for revivals, crusades and youth camps. 

Imchen is set to release his first music video “Fly” on 
YouTube channel on Sunday July 15 at 7 pm. He has also 
been to several parts of India and abroad with Sinai Min-
istry on mission trips and it was after a recent journey to 
Israel in 2014 that Imchen was inspired to write his song 
‘Fly’, stated Imchen in a press release.  

With many responsibilities to carry out, expecta-
tions to meet, and his fair share of heartache, Imchen 
acknowledged that the road leading to where he is 
today has not been easy, but today he credits it all due 
to God’s grace upon his life that he has found himself 
in a place where he is secure in his identity in Christ. 
He also acknowledges all the leaders who have 
always supported him and under whose love and 
guidance he has learnt a lot and come this far.

Sharing the story behind the song, Imchen 
mentioned that he wrote it at a time when he 
was revelling in the love of the Father, amazed 
and overwhelmed by His goodness: “This song 
has come up with the revelation during my 
personal worship time, on how Jesus saved 
and gave me freedom. When I was lost and in 
a hopeless situation, He saved me and set me 
free from all my darkness, bondages, spiritual 
blindness, and through His grace placed me 
upon His righteous throne with Him. When 
Jesus has done so much, how can I stay silent? 
His goodness and His saving grace should be 
heard by all. There is freedom and hope in 
Jesus Christ.”

EMN

A
ctress Yvonne Strahovski is happy 
about scoring an Emmy nomina-
tion for her role as Serena Joy Wa-
terford in “The Handmaid’s Tale”, 
and says she hasn’t stopped smiling 

since then.
The Television Academy announced the 

nominations on Thursday. Strahovski is nomi-
nated in the Outstanding Supporting Actress 
in a Drama Series category.

Strahovski will compete for the Emmy 
against two “The Handmaid’s Tale” co-stars 
Alexis Bledel and Ann Dowd, as well as Lena 
Headey (“Game of Thrones”), Millie Bobby 
Brown (“Stranger Things”), Thandie New-
ton (“Westworld”) and Vanessa Kirby (“The 
Crown”).

In an interview to Vulture magazine, 
Strahovski expressed her excitement, reports 
theguardian.com. “I can’t stop smiling, my 
face hurts … I’m so happy to have been part 
of this, and so grateful that the ride has really 
allowed me the opportunity to dive deep into 
Serena’s psyche this season, and really get 
down and dirty with her and her vulnerabil-
ity,” she said. 

“The Handmaid’s Tale” is based on the 
famed 1987 novel by Margaret Atwood, about 
a post-war America in which women have 
lost civil rights and are treated as property by 

men. It is aired in India on AXN.
IANS

A
ctor Willem Dafoe 
will star in Disney’s 
“Togo” live-action 
movie about two 
of the key figures 

in the 1925 Nome Serum Run 
-- sled dog Togo and sled driver 
Leonhard Seppala.

The banner is developing 
“Togo” for its streaming serv-
ice, which will launch late next 
year. Ericson Core, whose cred-
its include “Invincible” and 
the remake of “Point Break”, is 
directing the project, reports 
variety.com.

Nome in Alaska became 
famous in 1925 as the destina-
tion of the Serum Run, also 
known as the Great Race 
of Mercy, in which dog 
sleds played a major role 
in transporting diphthe-
ria serum through harsh 
conditions over nearly 
700 miles to save the 
city from an epidemic. 

Gunnar Kaasen 
and his lead 
sled dog 
Bal-
to 

became known for running the 
final leg of the run while the 
12-year-old lead dog Togo and 
Seppala ran the penultimate 
and longest leg in tempera-
tures that were 30 degrees 
below zero.

The story will focus on the 
unlikely friendship between 
man and dog. Togo was an 
unruly and undersized puppy 
but showed great leadership 
qualities and became the lead 
dog at age five. He passed away 
in 1929.

Dafoe will play Seppala. He 
is currently shooting Dee Rees’ 

drama “The Last 
Thing He 

Wanted” 
opposite 

Anne 
Hatha-
way 
and 
Ben Af-

fleck.
IANS

K
orn frontman Jonath-
an Davis says that al-
though early, the new 
material he’s heard for 
the band’s next studio 

album is already sounding great.
It was reported back in May 

that James ‘Munky’ Shaffer and 
Brian ‘Head’ Welch had been 
writing pieces of music for what 
will be their 13th record.

And speaking exclusively with 
Metal Hammer, Davis says the 
process is moving along nicely.

He says: “I’ve listened to a 

bunch of stuff. There’s been really 
good ideas, really cool grooves. 
It really doesn’t start taking place 
until I get there and glue all the 
shit together with the arrange-
ments and put my vocals on it.

“But they’re working with dif-
ferent producers and we’re gonna 
do the record and we’ll see – I’m 
really excited for it. 

“It doesn’t suck, I know that. 
I’m not going, ‘Go back, please.’ 
I’m more impressed on these 
than I was with Serenity Of Suf-
fering, so…”

Asked whether the material 
so far is a continuation of the 
Korn sound or moving in a new 
direction, Davis adds: “We’ll 
see. Sometimes they write it 
and then I start fucking with 
shit and it turns into something 
different.

“That’s when I come in and 
they get all pissed off or they just 
get scared. I’m like, ‘See that feel-
ing right there? That’s progress. 
When you’re feeling comfortable, 
no. I want you to be scared.’”

Loudersound

Jonathan Davis: New Korn 
material has “really cool grooves”
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Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal

Antonio Conte

AP/PTI

Hima Das, of India, celebrates her victory in the women’s 400 meter race at the 2018 IAAF World U20 Championships in Tampere, Finland on 
Thursday, July 12.

Members of the ‘All Contact-combat Arts’ (ACA) club at the 4th Bengaluru Open Mixed Martial Arts 
Championship.

Athlete Hima enjoys meteoric 
rise from humble beginnings

We might be tempted to play Kuldeep, Chahal in Tests too — Kohli

Chelsea part ways with 
manager Antonio Conte

Shuttler Sindhu in Thailand Open semis

Nagaland at Bengaluru Open Mixed Martial Arts C’ship

Brazilian football star Marta named goodwill ambassador by UN Women

Kaif retires from 
competitive cricket

Dimapur and Peren win on day five 
at inter-district cricket tournamentSouthampton signs Danish 

defender Vestergaard

New Delhi, July 13 (IANS): 
Born in a poor family in 
the Nagaon district of As-
sam, sprinter Hima Das’ 
has enjoyed a meteoric rise. 
On Thursday evening, she 
created history in Tampere, 
Finland by winning the 
gold medal -- the second by 
an Indian athlete -- in the 
women’s 400 metre event at 
the IAAF World U20 Cham-
pionships.

Hima registered 51.46 
seconds in the final at the 
Ratina Stadium to become 

the first Indian sprinter to 
win gold in a track event in a 
world championship across 
all age groups. She had a 
slow start and was trailing 
at least three other runners 
going into the final stretch.

But the 18-year-old pro-
duced a powerful sprint in 
the last 100 metres to win by 
a comfortable margin.

Delhi youngster Neeraj 
Chopra was the first Indian 
to win gold at the World U20 
Championships when he 
won the men’s javelin event 

in 2016.
The other Indian med-

allists at the World Junior 
Championships were See-
ma Punia who took bronze 
in women’s discus in 2002 
and Navjeet Kaur Dhillon 
(women’s discus bronze in 
2014).

Hima had done well 
in the earlier rounds as 
well, winning Heat 4 with a 
time of 52.25 seconds. She 
emerged on top in the semi-
finals as well, winning her 
race in 52.10 seconds.

Hima has improved 
considerably from the Com-
monwealth Games earlier 
this year where she finished 
sixth in the women’s 400m 
with a time of 51.32 sec-
onds, 1.17 seconds behind 
gold medallist Amantle 
Montshofrom Botswana.

She was also a part of 
the women’s 4x400m relay 
team which finished sev-
enth with a time of three 
minutes and 33.61 seconds.

Hima ‘s achievement 
is all the more remark-

able since she started us-
ing spikes only a couple of 
years ago.

The youngest of six sib-
lings, Hima’s talent was first 
spotted during an inter-
district meet in 2016.

Due to the absence of 
a running track, she had to 
train on a muddy football 
field.

Despite the lack of fa-
cilities and training equip-
ment, she took bronze in 
the state meet and reached 
the 100m final at the junior 
nationals later that year.

She eventually quali-
fied for the women’s 200m 
event at the Asian Youth 
Championships in Bang-
kok, where she finished 
seventh. But Hima’s time 
of 24.52 seconds saw her 
qualify for the the World 
Youth Championships in 
Nairobi where she eventu-
ally took the fifth spot with 
a time of 24.31 seconds.

The Assam girl built on 
that success with a gold at 
the Asian Games test event 
in Jakarta with a personal 
best of 23.59 seconds. 

She soon turned her 
focus to the 400m as well.

With the success at 
World U20 Championships 
making her a favourite for 
the gold at next month’s 
Asian Games, both Hima 
and her millions of fans 
back home will be hoping 
for more than one medal 
at the continental extrava-
ganza.

Bengaluru, July 13 (Re-
uters): Chelsea have part-
ed company with their 
Italian manager Antonio 
Conte after two years at 
Stamford Bridge, the Pre-
mier League club said on 
Friday.

Conte joined the Ro-
man Abramovich-owned 
club in 2016 and led them 
to the league title in his 
debut season along with 
an FA Cup triumph last 
campaign.

The former Italy man-
ager had a year remaining 
on his current contract and 
had already taken charge 
of pre-season prepara-
tions at the club’s Cobham 
training ground outside 
London.

“Chelsea Football Club 
and Antonio Conte have 
parted company,” Chelsea 
said on their website. reut.
rs/2KS0Xef

“We wish Antonio ev-
ery success in his future 
career.”

The 48-year-old’s de-
parture comes after Napoli 
president Aurelio De Lau-
rentiis said on Wednesday 
that Chelsea were close 
to securing a deal for the 

Italian club’s former boss 
Maurizio Sarri.

Sarri, 59, led Napoli to 
two second-place and one 
third-place finish in three 
seasons in charge. He was 
replaced by former Chel-
sea boss Carlo Ancelotti in 
May with the Naples club 
seeking to end Juventus’ 
dominance in the league.

Conte’s relationship 
with Chelsea’s hierarchy 
was strained after disagree-

ments over their transfer 
policy last season.

His future has looked 
uncertain with Chelsea 
failing to qualify for the 
coming season’s Champi-
ons League after finishing 
fifth. The team will now 
play in the Europa League.

Chelsea take on Hud-
dersfield Town in their 
opening fixture of the new 
Premier league campaign 
on Aug. 11.

Bangkok, July 13 (IANS): India’s star shut-
tler P.V. Sindhu entered the semi-finals of 
the Thailand Open badminton tourna-
ment, defeating Soniia Cheah of Malaysia 
in the quarter-finals here on Friday.

Second seeded and Olympic 2016 silver 
medallist, Sindhu took 36 minutes to out-
play the Malaysian opponent 21-17, 21-13.

In both the games, Sindhu displayed 

her class to outplay her opponent in every 
department of the game.

In the first game, Cheah gave some 
fight taking points at crucial stages but 
succumbed as Sindhu overpowered her 
completely.

Sindhu will now face Gregoria Mariska 
Tunjung of Indonesia in the semis, who 
defeated Canada’s Michelle Li to advance.

United Nations, July 13 
(IANS): Brazilian woman 
football star Marta Vieira 
da Silva was named by UN 
Women as a goodwill am-
bassador to work for gender 
equality in sports and other 
areas.

“Marta Vieira da Silva is 
an exceptional role model 
for women and girls across 
the world. Her own life 
experience tells a power-
ful story of what can be 
achieved with determina-
tion, talent and grit. Sport 
is a universal language; it 
inspires and unites us as it 
stretches our limits,” UN 
Women executive director 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
said on Thursday, reports 
Efe.

The 32-year-old Vieira 
da Silva, known to football 
fans as just Marta, is con-
sidered the greatest woman 
soccer player of all time, 
scoring more goals in the 
FIFA Women’s World Cup 
than anyone else and be-
ing named Player of the 
Year each year from 2006 
to 2010.

“It is an honour to be-
come a UN Women Good-
will Ambassador for women 
and girls in sport. I am fully 
committed to work with 
UN Women to ensure that 

London, July 13 (IANS): 
English Premier League 
side Southampton on 
Friday announced the 
signing of Denmark de-
fender Jannik Vester-
gaard from Germany’s 
Borussia Monchengla-
dbach for a reported 18 
million pounds ($23.64 
million).

The defender, who 
played with his national 
team in the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup, signed a 
four-year-contract with 
Southampton, reports 
Efe.

“I knew of the interest 
before the World Cup and 
the club has followed me 
for quite some time and 
done a lot of scouting, 
which is also a good sign 
for me that they know my 
strengths and weakness-
es,” Vestergaard told the 
English club’s website.

Vestergaard joins 
Southampton to rein-
force the Saints’ defence 
that was weakened fol-
lowing the transfer of the 
Netherlands’ Virgil Van 
Dijk to Liverpool in the 
winter.

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): The “All Contact-
combat Arts” (ACA) club members, repre-
senting the state of Nagaland, are currently 
at Bangalore for the 4th Bengaluru Open 
Mixed Martial Arts Championship which 
got underway from July 13. This was stated 
in a press note received here on Friday. 

The team comprises of Vire Nukhu 
as team coach, participants/category - 
Lanumongla Jamir (straw-weight), Bharat 

Kumar (fly-weight), Keyisuiding Lungalang 
(welter-weight) and Vechita Khesoh as 
team manager.

The tournament which is sanctioned 
by the All India Mixed Martial Arts Asso-
ciation will usher as a qualifying platform 
for the upcoming IMMAF 1st Junior World 
Open MMA Championship to be hosted by 
CIMMAF at Beijing, China. The champion-
ship will continue till July 15.

Nottingham, July 13 (PTI): 
India captain Virat Kohli 
is tempted to play his ‘key 
weapons’ Kuldeep Yadav 
and Yuzvendra Chahal in 
the upcoming five-Test se-
ries against England, con-
sidering the wrists spinners’ 
stellar performance in the 
ongoing limited overs leg of 
the tour.

While Kuldeep has 
already played two Tests, 
Chahal is yet to earn the 
coveted cap in the longest 
version of the game.

“Anything is possible 
with the selections for Tests 
and there might be a few 
surprises. Kuldeep is mak-
ing a strong case for himself 
and so is Chahal. And look-
ing at the way, the English 
batsmen have struggled 
against them, we might 
be tempted to do it,” said 
Kohli after India’s emphatic 
win in the opening ODI 
yesterday.

“But the focus now 
is winning the next two 
games. Especially the next 
game, looking at it from 
the series perspective. The 
weather has been lovely. 
It has been very welcom-
ing. The crowd support 
has been brilliant. The tour 
is really long and there is 
some tough cricket ahead 
of us which we are looking 
forward to,” the skipper 
added.

Kuldeep especially has 
been lethal both in the 
T20s and now ODIs. In the 
opening ODI, he set up a 
comprehensive win with a 
career-best six for 25. The 
English batsmen have failed 
to pick him and he has al-
ready amassed 18 wickets 
on the tour including the 
two T20s against Ireland.

Bo t h  Ku l d e e p  a n d 
Chahal have grabbed the 
opportunities with both 
hands ever since they were 

preferred over the experi-
ence duo of Ravichandran 
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja 
in the shorter formats of the 
game.

As Kohli hinted, the 
wrist-spinners might get a 
go in the five-day format 
as well, starting with the 

England series.
Kohli praised Kuldeep 

as well as vice-captain Ro-
hit Sharma, who scored an 
unbeaten 137.

“Those wrist spinners 
in the middle overs are go-
ing to be tricky. Given more 
overs and more time in the 

New Delhi, July 13 (IANS): 
Mohammad Kaif on Friday 
announced his retirement 
from all forms of competi-
tive cricket via a post on 
social media.

“When I started play-
ing Cricket,the dream was 
to play in the India Cap 
one day. Have been very 
fortunate to step on to the 
field & represent my coun-
try on 190 days of my life. 
Today is an apt day for me 
to announce my retirement 
from all competitive Crick-
et. Thank you everyone,” 
Kaif posted on Twitter.

Kaif, who last donned 
the India jersey in 2006 
against South Africa, has 
played 13 Tests and 125 
ODIs for the country. The 
37-year-old will be remem-
bered for his match-win-
ning knock of 87 at Lord’s 

middle, they become even 
more lethal. Kuldeep was 
outstanding. To give away 
25 runs and pick up 6 wick-
ets on that kind of a wicket, 
I don’t think I have seen a 
better spell of bowling in 
ODIs of late.

“After that, Rohit bat-
ted very long and finished 
the game for us. We made 
a tactical decision (at Bris-
tol) looking at the dimen-
sions of the ground and 
the breeze flowing into the 
shorter boundary. 

“When it comes to lon-
ger game, you need players 
to make an impact. These 
two wrist spinners have 
been making the difference 
since they have come in. 
They did it in South Africa in 
the middle overs. They re-
main as our key weapons,” 
Kohli added.

England captain Eoin 
Morgan said his team will 
have to improve against 

Indian spinners if it has to 
bounce back in the series.

“Playing spin against 
India is one challenge that 
hopefully we will keep im-
proving upon. But today 
we were well off the mark. I 
think both the games there 
has been more turn than on 
the grounds that we have 
played on and that is one 
thing probably that we have 
identified,” said Morgan.

“I think Lord’s (second 
ODI) will be different as it 
won’t offer a great deal of 
turn. But certainly he (Kul-
deep) extracted more turn 
out of this than any other 
spinner. We need to im-
prove as a side. The seam-
ers on this wicket come on 
to the bat and hence the 
high scoring nature of the 
ground. We need to expose 
our areas of weakness be-
fore the World Cup and this 
seems to be one of them,” 
he added.

during the Natwest Trophy 
final in 2002. 

In his 13 Test appear-
ances, Kaif amassed 2753 
runs at an average of 32.01, 
including two hundreds 
and 17 half-centuries.

Kaif will also be remem-
bered as one of the finest 
fielders to have ever played 
for India. He was also part 
of the Indian team that 
reached the World Cup fi-
nal in 2003.

Kaif, who represented 
Uttar Pradesh in the Ranji 
Trophy for most of his ca-
reer, last played first class 
cricket for Chhattisgarh.

P.V. Sindhu

Marta Vieira da Silva

women and girls around 
the world have the same 
opportunities that men and 

boys have to fulfil their po-
tential and I know, from my 
life experience, that sport is 

Dimapur, July 13 (EMN): In 
the fifth day of the ongoing 
inter district cricket tourna-
ment, Dimapur defeated 
Kohima by 155 runs and 
Peren defeated Wokha by 72 
runs to win their respective 
matches.

According to a press 
statement from the Naga-
land Cricket Association, 
Dimapur created a record 
partnership of 177 runs for 
the fourth wicket between 
Nitesh (97 off 59 balls) and 
Tahmeed (68 off 48 balls) in 
the match against Kohima. 
The second match was cut 
short to 12 overs a side due 
to bad weather.

Dimapur vs Kohima
Dimapur won the toss and 

elected to bat first
Dimapur 233 for 5 in 25 

overs 
Puchu-24, Sedezhalie-10, 

Nitish-97, and Tahmeed-68 
runs

Tapitu took three wickets 
for 29 runs and Kevi took 
two wickets for 43 runs

Kohima - 78 all out in 20.2 
overs

Tapitu scored 36 and Na-
resh with 14 runs

Imliwati captured four 
wickets for 8 runs, Tah-

meed - 1 for 11, Nitesh - 2 
for 9, and Nagaho - 1 for 11

Peren vs Wokha

Peren won the toss and 
elected to bat first

Score - Peren 143 for 4 in 
12 overs

Ketan- 45, Inakato- 39, and 
Atul- 23 runs

Renchio, Rahul, Renjamo, 
and Chonben claimed one 

wicket each
Wokha - 73 all out in 11.2 

overs 
Romokhon – 14 and Chon-

ben-12 runs
Mukut 3 for 18, Apong 2 

for 13, Chujanglung 2 for 5 
and Shantanu 2 for 4

Today’s matches
Kohima vs Wokha at 8 am
Dimapur vs Peren at 12:30 

pm

a fantastic tool for empow-
erment,” Marta said.

The Brazilian football 
star, who currently plays 
for the Orlando Pride of the 
US-based National Wom-
en’s Soccer League, previ-
ously served as a goodwill 
ambassador for the UN 
Development Programme 
(UNDP).

“We look forward to 
working closely with Marta 
to bring the transforming 
power of sport to more 
women and girls, and to 
rapidly building equality. I 
am delighted to welcome 
her to the UN Women fam-
ily,” Mlambo-Ngcuka said.
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Team Taurus Kohima who are currently participating at the ongoing Northeast Open Basketball Tournament have entered the knockout 
stages.Team Taurus Kohima has cleared the league round and moves to the knockout round. Team Taurus defeated Maligaon District 
56-24 in their last league match of the tournament played at Narangi SFS School Guwahati, Assam on Friday.

From left: Englands' Dele Alli, Eric Dier, Fabian Delph, Trent Alexander-Arnold and Harry Kane attend England's official training in 
Zelenogorsk near St. Petersburg in Russia on the eve of the third place match against Belgium at the 2018 soccer World Cup on Friday, July 
13.
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Martina Navratilova (L) looks at Serena Williams' Iphone while playing in an exhibition doubles 
match at the Rogers Cup tennis tournament in Toronto on August 17, 2009.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino attends a news conference at the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia July 13.

Netherlands' Dylan Groenewegen celebrates as he crosses the finish line 
ahead of Colombia's Fernando Gaviria, left, to win the seventh stage of 
the Tour de France cycling race over 231 kilometers (143.5 miles) with 
start in Fougeres and finish in Chartres, France, France on Friday, July 13.

France-Croatia final confirms 
Europe's World Cup dominance

Deflated England and Belgium get ready for third place clash

Groenewegen wins longest 
stage of Tour de France in sprint

No positive drug tests at 2018 World Cup — FIFA

2018 World Cup in Russia 'best ever' — Infantino

Playing Serena would have been my dream match, says Navratilova

Taurine run

Moscow, July 13 (Reuters): A Euro-
pean nation is set to win the World 
Cup for the fourth time in a row this 
Sunday and in doing so confirm an 
unprecedented dominance for the 
Old World over their once mighty 
rivals in South America.

Whether France or Croatia lift 
the trophy in Moscow, it will guar-
antee a minimum 20-year drought 
for South American sides.

Until this streak, European 
teams had never won more than 
two World Cups in a row and that 
was back in 1934 and 1938. Con-
firming the hegemony, only one 
of the last eight finalists (Argen-
tina in 2014) have come from Latin 
America.

There are many possible rea-
sons behind the Europeans’ supe-
riority and some even recommend 
caution.

Although Argentina and Peru 
were disappointing, Brazil out-
played Belgium for much of their 
quarter-final defeat, both Uruguay 

and Colombia did well until being 
knocked out without their most 
influential player, and Colombia 
were even eliminated in a pen-
alty shootout that could easily have 
gone their way.

“It’s seven matches in one 
month, a short event - you can 
make too much out of it,” Andy 
Roxburgh, a member of FIFA’s tech-
nical study group, told reporters in 
Moscow. “You have to look at the 
bigger picture over time to see if 
there is a trend.”

The trend, however, is clear, with 
the only question surrounding the 
reasons.

The most obvious reason is 
financial. Super-rich European 
clubs and federations have more 
to spend on recruitment, develop-
ment and training.

Although South America’s top 
talents flock to Europe, where play-
ing conditions, security and sala-
ries are all far superior to those at 
home, better organisation means 

the European are churning out 
more and more good players, as 
well as snapping up others who 
are eligible to play for more than 
one nation.

In addition, there are almost no 
Brazilian or Uruguayan coaches in 
Europe and very few Argentines, 
creating a gap when it comes to 
tactics and strategy.

Off the field, even modest Eu-
ropean clubs are run like any other 
business, hiring the best candi-
dates at every level, from scouting 
to nutrition to marketing.

Many South American clubs 
are still run by amateurs who fulfil 
the role in addition to their full-
time jobs.

Corruption
The corruption that has bled 

the game dry is also a factor.
The last three presidents of 

the South American Football Con-
federation (CONMEBOL) were 
indicted in the U.S. as part of the 
FIFA scandal, as were the last three 

heads of the Brazilian Football 
Confederation and the former 
head of the Argentine Football As-
sociation (AFA).

When 75 people voted to elect 
a new president of the AFA shortly 
after, 76 ballots were cast in the 
38-38 tie.

That chaos has frightened off 
sponsors and broadcasters who 
were already reluctant to pay big 
money to televise competitions 
shorn of their top players.

Unfortunately for South Ameri-
can football fans, neither Argen-
tina, and especially not Brazil, 
appear ready to embrace change 
or humility.

When reigning champions 
Germany were knocked out at the 
group stages, the shock was soon 
followed by schadenfreude.

“Is this the team we were sup-
posed to mirror,” Rivaldo said in a 
defiant Instagram post. “Everyone 
tries but only we’ve won the World 
Cup five times.”  

St. Petersburg, July 13 
(IANS): A match that no 
team wants to be part of 
-- playoff for the third place. 
Deflated England and Bel-
gium will nonetheless want 
to end their FIFA World Cup 
campaign somewhat on a 
high on Saturday.

England were left in the 
lurch after a gut-wrenching 
1-2 defeat at the hands of 
Croatia after extra-time. 

Aiming a shot at the sec-
ond World Cup triumph, 
Gareth Southgate's wards 
fell short despite taking a 
fifth minute lead through 
Keiran Trippier.

On Saturday, they will 
take on a side they lost to in 
the group stages albeit both 
teams played their second 

teams.
Roberto Martinez's Bel-

gium, who were beaten 
0-1 by France in the last-
four stage, topped Group G 
ahead of England after an 
Adnan Januzaj goal proved 
to be decisive.

England will aim to 
achieve their best finish 
since they won the competi-
tion in 1966.

For Belgium, who have 
a collection of world class 
players, a win would be the 
nation's best result at the 
World Cup. They finished 
fourth in 1986.

For the record, Euro-
pean teams have claimed 
the third place in the past 
nine World Cups. 
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place tie is the race to be the 
top-scorer in the tourney.

England skipper Harry 
Kane is atop the charts with 
six goals to his name but 
Belgium striker Romelu 
Lukaku is just two goals be-
hind him in the race for the 
Golden Boot. 

With one more goal 
Kane would become the 
highest scorer in the World 

Cup since 2002, when Bra-
zil's Ronaldo struck eight 
times, including twice in the 
final, as the South American 
heavyweights bagged a re-
cord fifth title.

The Tottenham Hotspur 
star forward would be just 
the second England player 
to scoop the award, after 
Gary Lineker was the top 
scorer in 1986.

London, July 13 (Reuters): Nine-time 
Wimbledon champion Martina Navra-
tilova has said her “dream match” would 
have been on Centre Court against Ser-
ena Williams.

Williams will claim an eighth singles 
crown at the All England Club if she 
beats Germany’s Angelique Kerber on 
Saturday and, despite approaching the 
age of 37, looks capable of matching 
or even surpassing Navratilova’s record 
haul.

They accumulated their stash of 
titles in contrasting fashion. Czech-born 
American Navratilova did so playing 
mainly at the net while Williams has 
claimed 23 Grand Slam singles titles with 
a game based on a booming first serve 
and ferocious baseline power.

Separated in age by 25 years, their 
careers overlapped only briefly and 
Navratilova, who herself won 18 Grand 
Slam singles crowns, never faced Wil-
liams on a singles court. Had it hap-
pened it would have been some match.

“If I could pick to play any one single 
player from another generation it would 
be Serena Williams at Wimbledon, 
no question,” Navratilova said in her 
London Evening Standard newspaper 
column on Friday.

“It would have been the dream 
match for me to test my serve and vol-
ley against her power game, although it 
would never have been enough to just 
serve and volley as she loves a target.

“The only answer is to try to mix 
it up, but the power she possesses is 
something to contend with. For me, it 
would have been an interesting match-
up and the competitor in me would have 
fancied my chances!”
Impressive return
Navratilova has been as impressed as 

Chartres (France), July 13 
(AP): Dutch rider Dylan 
Groenewegen beat favorites 
Fernando Gaviria and Peter 
Sagan in a sprint to win the 
longest stage of the Tour de 
France on Friday.

Four-time champion 

Chris Froome and the other 
favorites finished in the 
main pack on Stage 7, which 
- unlike earlier sprinting 
legs - was without serious 
crashes. Greg Van Avermaet 
held on to the yellow jersey 
he grabbed in Stage 3 and 

Moscow, July 13 (IANS): 
The FIFA World Cup has 
changed the perception of 
Russia among all countries 
as the visitors have discov-
ered a hospitable country, 
full of people who are keen 
to show to the world that 
what sometimes is said is 
not actually what happens 
here, FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said.

"It is an incredible, 
amazing World Cup. From 
the very beginning of the 
tournament, we have ex-
perienced incredible emo-
tions from being here and 
in two days the top of all 
this will be the finals. These 
couple of years I said that 
the 2018 World Cup will be 
the best for all time.

Now I can say it again, 
being convinced that this is 
the best world champion-
ship in history. I would like 
to thank everyone who was 
involved in the organization 
and preparation of the tour-
nament," Infantino said at 
a news conference, reports 
Sputnik news agency.

Infantino also thanked 
the government, President 
Vladimir Putin and the Lo-
cal Organizing Committee 
(LOC).

"I thank all the people 

Moscow, July 13 (IANS): 
FIFA has confirmed that 
all the dope tests carried 
out before and during the 
2018 World Cup finals have 
returned negative.

The testing programme 
was the "largest ever con-
ducted for a FIFA World 
Cup," with a preliminary 
testing pool of 1,500 play-
ers who were thought to 
be candidates to represent 
their countries this summer. 
The regular tests were car-
ried out and complimented 
by FIFA's "use of the athlete 
biological passport pro-

gramme," in order "to de-
tect potential deviations 
that may indicate an abuse 
of performance-enhancing 
drugs, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

F I F A 
explained 
e v e r y 
p l a y e r 
who took 
part in the 
World Cup "was tested in 
unannounced controls be-
fore the competition and 
further systematic tests 
have been performed 
during it, both with post-

match controls and on 
non-matchdays," and that 
90 percent of tests were 
"targeted."

T h e  t a r g e t i n g  w a s 
"based on a 
n u m b e r  o f 
criteria, in-
cluding the 
r e c o m -
m e n d a -

tions of the 
Athlete Passport Manage-
ment Unit, potential inju-
ries suffered by the players, 
performance data and the 
athletes' test history."

Since January 2018, a 

total of 2,037 tests have 
been carried out to pro-
duce a total of 3,985, blood, 
urine and serum samples: 
2,761 of those samples were 
collected directly by FIFA in 
unannounced controls be-
fore the World Cup kicked 
off and 626 were collected 
during the tournament.

Every player from the 
last four teams tested an 
average of 4.41 times since 
the start of 2018 and some 
have undergone 8 tests.

All of the samples will 
now be guarded for 10 
years.

doubled his lead over Ger-
aint Thomas to six seconds 
by winning an intermediate 
bonus sprint.

Gaviria and Sagan have 
each won two stages in this 
year's Tour and were mark-
ing each other when Groe-
newegen surprised both 
and surged ahead on the 
final straight.

It was the second career 
victory at the Tour for Groe-
newegen, who also won a 
sprint in last year's conclud-
ing stage on the Champs-
Elysees in Paris.

Groenewegen, who 
rides for Team Lotto NL-
Jumbo, clocked nearly six 
hours over the 231-kilome-
ter (143.5-mile) trek from 
Fougeres, home to the best-
preserved and largest me-
dieval fortress in Europe, to 
Chartres, site of a vast cathe-
dral known for its stained-
glass windows.

Gaviria crossed second 
and Sagan was third.

anyone watching Williams’s Wimble-
don return, the American having 
been absent last year as she prepared 
to give birth to daughter Alexis Olym-
pia.

Williams played only seven 
matches this year before arriving at 
Wimbledon but has reached her 10th 
final in scintillating form, dropping 
only one set along the way.

Navratilova says she represents 
the ultimate challenge, especially on 
her favourite grass surface.

“First and foremost with Serena, 
you have to get into the point. Once 
you do that, you’ve got a chance, but 
she wins points so quickly: serve and 
next shot or else just a straight return 
winner,” Navratilova said.

“Even if you do break her (serve), 
you encounter a fresh problem: you 
make Serena mad — and she likes 

to retaliate immediately. Before you 
know it, like with her semi-final 
against Julia Goerges, it’s game over.

“The noises she makes are fero-
cious. The players feel it and they 
hear the exhalation before they see 
the ball, so it’s like a forewarning to 
what’s coming, and that causes them 
to back away just a fraction.

“Very few can stand up to it. It’s all 
about opening a small window and 
taking that chance because, once she 
gets going, it’s lights out.”

Victory on Saturday will tie Wil-
liams with Australian Margaret Court 
on a record 24 Grand Slam titles but 
Navratilova believes the American 
can pull away.

“When 24 comes, where does it 
stop? I don’t know because the body’s 
holding up and the desire is there. 
She’s playing like the pressure is off.”

in this country who have 
ensured the optimal hosting 
of the World Cup, the best of 
all times.

The heart and smile of 
the World Cup are volun-
teers, thousands of people 
who have worked for the 
organization of the tourna-
ment," Infantino noted.

He added that Russia 
would continue to be a 
"football country" after the 
tournament, as the game 
has become an integral part 

of the country.
"Russia has become 

a real football country, a 
country where football is 
not only the World Cup, 
which is organised at an 
excellent level but where 
football has become part of 
the country's DNA and the 
country's culture.

This is thanks to the 
performance of the Rus-
sian national team, of 
course, but also thanks to 
all the work that has been 

done, the infrastructure, 
the stadiums, everything 
is extremely beautiful and 
extremely efficient," the 
FIFA chief said.

He praised the players, 
referees and coaches who 
took part in the World Cup.

The 2018 FIFA World 
Cup kicked off on June 14 
and will continue until July 
15, with the final between 
France and Croatia set to 
be held at the Luzhniki 
Stadium here.


