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These photos captured on Thursday shows the flooded roads of Signal Basti in Dimapur in the aftermath of a downpour. 

Volunteers collecting plastic wrappers along the Dimapur railway tracks. The activity was part of a 
cleanliness programme. 
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Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio, along with Deputy 
Chief Minister Y Patton, 
Advisor Toshi Wungtung, 
and Lok Sabha member 
Tokheho Yepthomi called 
on Union minister for 
External Affairs, Sushma 
Swaraj, Union Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, and 
Union minister of State 
(Home) Kiren Rijiju, on 
Thursday in New Delhi.

This was informed 
through a press release from 
the chief minister’s office 
(CMO). “In the meeting with 
Union minister for External 
Affairs Sushma Swaraj, Rio 
discussed the issue relating 
to the likely demolition of 
19 houses falling between 
Border Pillar No. 145 and 
146 on the Indo-Myanmar 
border by the Myanmarese 
authorities. 

“He urged upon Su-
shma Swaraj for early inter-
vention of MEA (ministry of 
External Affairs) in the mat-
ter so that the same may be 
prevented. Rio informed 
the minister that these 19 
houses, which comprise 11 
government buildings and 
8 private houses including 
1 school, belong to Nagas 
living on both sides of the 
border and suggested that 
the infrastructure could be 
effectively utilized by both 
countries to promote inter-
national border trade and 
facilitate people to people 

contact. Sushma Swaraj 
assured the delegates that 
she would take up the mat-
ter with the Myanmarese 
authorities for a solution,” 
the CMO informed.

Likewise, Rio discussed 
with the Defence minister 
matters about the army-
occupied land in Dimapur 
municipal area and that it 
should be handed back to 
the state government by 
the army. “The Union min-
ister has assured the chief 
minister that she would 
get the matter examined 
and respond to the request 
of the state government at 
the earliest.

“In another meeting 
with Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Union 
minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju, Rio discussed 
issue relating to release 
of pending disaster fund, 
enhancement of remu-
neration for Village Guards 
and early settlement of 
Naga political issue. Atten-
tion of the ministers were 
also drawn towards the 
release of fund under spe-
cial package for the ENPO 
(Eastern Nagaland People’s 
Organisation) region, as 
assured by prime minister 
during his election cam-
paign tour to Tuensang.

“The delegation was 
accompanied by Dr. DK 
Bhalla, chief resident 
commissioner New Delhi 
and Jyoti Kalash, principal 
resident commissioner, 
New Delhi.”

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
Although intensive activi-
ties have been undertaken 
in Nagaland forming the 
central government’s flag-
ship sanitation programme, 
the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion (SBM), results remain 
sketchy. The reason why the 
state was declared the third 
dirtiest in the country might 
have something to do with 
the absence of a proper re-
port. In fact, the assessment 
to the initiations by the peo-
ple might never have been 
carried out in the first place. 

The additional director 
of Municipal Affairs Tia-
manen Ozukum informed 
Eastern Mirror in an email 
that the department did not 
undertake a separate survey 
because the census depart-
ment had done so in 2011. 
The figures and information 
from it are already available 
with the census depart-
ment, he said. 

The officer affirmed that 
the centre had allocated fi-
nancial assistance for SBM. 
However, he asserted that 
the department did not 
receive financial assistance 
to conduct a survey.  

Ozukum assured that 
he was aware of the param-
eters that were taken by the 
Swachh Survekshan 2018 

report. However, he was 
unsure of how the survey 
was conducted. Further, he 
added, basing on the report 
the government of Naga-
land should submit a pro-
posal to clean the choked 
drainage etc.’

What SBM  
ambassadors say
Well-known local musician 
Alobo Naga, an ambassador 
of the SBM for Kiphire high-
lighted the roles they play 
as mission representatives. 
He said, “Everywhere I go, I 
try to talk about the impor-
tance of cleanliness to my 
audience and followers on 
social media and through 
every platform.” 

Talking about the activi-
ties being undertaken in the 
district, he asserted, ‘I have 
been there and did cleanli-
ness drive for a couple of 
times, conducted school 
competitions and aware-
ness campaigns, formed 
Swachh Bharat team who 
does the cleanliness drives 
every month, distributed 
dumper trucks to various 
wards, car dustbins to vehi-
cle owners, build bamboo 
community toilets etc.’ He 
maintains many more plans 
in the pipeline.

 When asked about the 
criteria that were followed 

New Delhi, July 12 (IANS): 
The government clarified 
on Thursday that Aadhaar 
card was not mandatory 
for taking benefits under 
Ayushman Bharat - National 
Health Protection Mission. 
Nobody  will be denied 
health facilities for not hav-
ing an Aadhaar number.

A Health Ministry re-
lease said that ABNHPM 
guidelines on beneficiary 
identification very clearly 
state that people can bring 
any other valid identity proof 
approved by the state if they 
do not have an Aadhaar.

Ayushman Bharat will 
cover over 10 crore poor and 
vulnerable families provid-
ing coverage of up to Rs 5 
lakh per family per year for 
secondary and tertiary care 
hospitalization. 

The Ministry's clarifica-
tion comes in the wake of 
reports that the use of Aad-
haar Card will be a "must" 
to avail of benefits under 
Ayushman Bharat.

The Health Ministry said 
the reports were "factually 
incorrect". 

Among the alternative 
identification documents 
that are valid for the scheme 
are the ration card, voter ID 
card and MGNREGA card.

Irrigation and Flood 
Control is now 'Water 
Resource' department
The gover nment of 
Nagaland has renamed 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Irrigation and Flood 
C o n t r o l  a s  W a t e r 
Resource department. 
This was notified through 
an order on Thursday. 

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): A public 
rally demanding a separate state for 
the eastern districts of Nagaland was 
held in Tuensang town on Thursday. It 
was organised by the Eastern Nagaland 
People’s Organisation (ENPO). 

According to a press release from 
the Confederation of Chang Students 
Union (CCSU), the president of the 
ENPO Kekongchim Yimchunger ‘high-
lighted’ the demand for ‘frontier Naga-
land’ and claimed that ‘eastern Naga-
land was not under any administrative 
establishments.’ He said that ‘as a Naga 
we do support the Naga political issue’ 
but the demand for ‘frontier Nagaland 
cannot be comprised or suppressed by 

any external force.’
‘Solidarity messages’ were spoken 

by representatives of the Chang Tribal 
Council, the Sangtam Union of Tuen-
sang town, the Khiamniungan Union of 
Tuensang town, the Yimchunger Union 
of Tuensang town, the Phom Union of 
Tuensang town, and the All Ward Union 
of Tuensang town.

Other speakers at the rally were rep-
resentatives of the CCSU, the Changsao 
Thangjam Satshang, and the ‘GB Tu-
ensang district.’ The recurring theme 
running through all the speeches were 
‘neglect’ and ‘deprivation’ felt by the 
people of said area; and their demand 
as ‘genuine.’

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 12 (EMN): 
Five days after a portion of 
National Highway-29 in Ko-
hima sank after a landslide 
and cut off vehicular traffic 
on said stretch of the high-
way, restoration works are 
in progress but authorities 
on Thursday were unable to 
say when the road would be 
open for regular traffic.

On Thursday, the secre-
tary for Nagaland State Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (NSDMA) Rovilatuo Mor 
along with other officials 
visited the site to inspect the 

ongoing work.
A stretch of the old road 

has sunk precipitated by the 
landslide, and fresh cutting 
of road for about 100 me-
tres was necessitated. The 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA) of 
Kohima, in collaboration 
with the Public Works de-
partment (national high-
ways), has undertaken the 
restoration work. 

Traffic remained closed 
on the stretch of road. Vehi-
cles travelling to and from 
Kohima are being diverted 
to the alternative routes.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): The 
principal district and session 
judge of Dimapur, on July 11, 
has sentenced to rigorous life 
imprisonment Rekumkaba, the 
prime accused in the murder of 
Nungshilila in Residency colony 
in Dimapur in 2013.

In the order, the judge de-
scribed said murder as ‘horrific.’  
“Accused Rekumkaba was found 
guilty of the offence of criminal 
trespass, theft in dwelling house 
and murder and accordingly 
convicted U/S 447/380/302/IPC 
by the Hon'ble Guwahati High 
Court Kohima bench on appeal 
filed by state govt. of Nagaland 
being Crim. appeal NO.1 (K) of 
2015 and a W.P (CrI) NO.18 (K) 
of 2015 filed by the sister of the 
deceased, by its judgment and 
order dated 17-10.2017 passed 
by Hon'ble Mr. Justice S. Serto. 

“The Hon'ble High court 
sent back the case record to 
the district and session judge 
Dimapur with a direction to 
procure presence of accused 
Rekumkaba and shall fix a date 
for sentence hearing and award 
appropriate sentence to the con-
vict as per law. In compliance 
of the said Hon'ble high court 
order, accused Rekumkaba was 
arrested and remanded into 
judicial custody. Accused Re-

kumkaba was not in a posses-
sion (sic) to engage a lawyer to 
defend his case as such, a penal 
lawyer Mr. LL Achumi advocate 
was appointed by the court for 
him on state expenses,” it read.

The state/prosecution was 
represented by the public pros-
ecutor of Dimapur, T Marlemba. 
The hearing was fixed on July 11. 
“The public prosecutor insisted 
to award capital punishment 
describing the offence commit-
ted by the accused as one of the 
gruesome murder falling under 
the rarest of rear (sic) murder. 
On the other hand, the defense 
counsel for the accused prayed 
to show leniency to accused by 
giving a chance to reform him-
self as the accused is first time 
offender and in his prime time 
(sic) of 25 years only. 

“After hearing the accused 
and both the counsel, the judge 
awarded punishment of three 
months imprisonment U/S 447/
IPC, seven years imprisonment 
U/S 380/IPC and rigorous im-
prisonment for life which means 
imprisonment till his natural 
death U/S 302/IPC. Besides that, 
recommended a compensation 
of rupees two lakhs to the family 
members of the deceased under 
the scheme of victim compensa-
tion 2012,” the order read. 
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for the Swachh Survekshan 
2018 report ranking Naga-
land as third dirtiest state 
in the country, he stated, ‘I 
don’t know on what basis 
they did the ranking.’ Fur-
ther, he added, ‘I did see 
some states like West Ben-
gal complaining about this 
ranking.’

However, the singer 
nodded to the fact that the 
state still lacks in many 
ways, owing to which is the 
issue of ineffective town 
planning, and questions of 

sanitation, and waste man-
agement. The singer said 
that such ranking can be an 
eye-opener for public as well 
as stakeholders. “We need 
to work towards cleaner 
Nagaland literally in the true 
sense,” Naga hoped. 

Fo r m e r  l e g i s l a t o r 
Supongmeren Jamir who is 
also an ambassador of the 
state’s SBM Mokokchung 
said that the ministry sends 
representatives and offi-
cials to inspect SBM works 
in the state. In fact people 

are not informed about in-
spections by the ministry 
as the representatives tend 
to ‘disguise themselves as 
tourists’ rather than inspec-
tion teams, he said.

Jamir pointed out that 
the officials usually take 
photographs of the dirty 
spots and corners of the 
area for assessment.

In most cases minis-
try officials will not inform 
the department in concern 
about their inspection but 
take it as a surprise check. 

This is to check the sincer-
ity of the department as to 
whether works are being un-
dertaken properly with the 
allotted fund sanctions from 
the centre, Jamir disclosed. 

Talking about financial 
assistance from the depart-
ment toward undertaking 
cleanliness initiatives in 
the district, he maintained 
that “We did not receive 
any funds from the depart-
ment.” Instead, as ambas-
sadors, one has to mobilise 
funds and get donors for the 
activities. ‘It is purely volun-
tary,’ he added.  

With April 2015 nomi-
nation of nine SBM am-
bassadors by the Nagaland 
governor for the then 11 dis-
tricts of Nagaland, the mis-
sion had covered almost all 
the targeted villages, Jamir 
said. ‘We have planned to 
conduct mass social every 
three month until Oct 2 
2019,’ which is the mission’s 
end-term coinciding with 
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th 
birth anniversary, he said. 

The Swachh Survekshan 
survey targeted mainly the 
urban areas, the ambas-
sador said. Unfortunately, 
urban denizens are slow in 
catching up with the cleanli-
ness work when comparing 
to rural residents. ‘We are 
depending on each other 

instead of doing the work. 
Thus, it ultimately leads to a 
dirty urban,’ he added.

The ambassador for 
Phek’s SBM Vizapol Chaya 
said during a telephonic 
interview that he does 
not recall a survey being 
conducted in the district. 
Further, he added, in any 
case ‘only the department 
would be aware about such 
a survey and not us.’ Chaya 
added that it did not receive 
any financial assistance 
from the department.

‘A lot of positive changes 
have been happening since 
2015 until now, including 
Phek district which, was 
declared ‘Open Defecation 
Free,’ Chaya asserted. Al-
though visiting each village 
in the district is non-viable, 
the areas that have been 
visited are ‘progressing,’ he 
added.

On June 9 2017, the 
NPF-led government had 
declared five districts in Na-
galand as Open Defecation 
Free. These districts were 
Dimapur, Mokokchung, 
Longleng, Phek, Kiphire, 
and Zunheboto. In continu-
ation, the chief minister of 
Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio, on 
May 10 2018 had tweeted: 
“We are hopeful of making 
our state ODF with support 
of people and community.” 
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Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
An advocacy programme 
on tobacco was con-
ducted at Golden Crown 
Theological College, Full 
Nagarjan in Dimapur on 
June 12. 

Dr. C Tetseo, in his 
presentation emphasised 
that the people in the 
church ministries can no 
longer ignore the prob-
lems posed by tobacco in 
view of the sheer number 
of people using it in the 
society. 

“Tobacco problem will 
only lead to health, eco-
nomic, social and spir-
itual problem,” he said. 
The church ministry of-

Mohammad Ali Shihab addressing the World Population Day in Kiphire.

Resource persons and officials from Ministry of Urban Development during the three-day sensitisation 
programme at the directorate of Urban Development in Kohima.

Members of the NLSF units during its 2nd assembly at City Law College in Dimapur. 

Dr. C Tetseo with faculty and students of Golden Crown Theological College during the advocacy programme in Dimapur.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
Medziphema V i l lage 
Council (MVC) has vehe-
mently condemned the 
cold blooded and barbaric 
murder of a Nepali lady in 
Medziphema. 

In a joint press release, 
the council chairman 
Neikhonyu Kuotsu, secre-
tary Khriengulie Kapo, and 
the GB Pelesevi R Kuot-
su stated that the village 
council would not allow 
such inhuman activities 
on its soil. They further 
appealed the concerned 
authority to apprehend 
the culprit(s) at the earliest 
and deliver justice to the 
deceased family members.     

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
P r o f e s s o r- i n - c h a r g e 
and president NVCO 
Kezhokhoto Savi will be 
officially launching “Know 
Your Rights & Entitlement 
Awareness Campaign” 
on July 13 at Kohima Law 
College. 

Savi would be declar-
ing several topics such as 
Consumer Rights, Food 
Safety & Standard Act, Hu-
man Rights, Lokayukta, 

National Food Security 
Act, Environmental, Street 
Vendors Act, Public Serv-
ices Delivery System, etc. 

The object of the cam-
paign is to create more 
awareness among the citi-
zens about legal rights and 
entitlement. The final year 
students of LL.B led by 
Savi would be conducting 
awareness campaign in 
colleges and other estab-
lishments.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
The Nagaland GB Federation 
(NGBF) has conducted its 
annual general meeting on 
July 11 at Hotel Saramati in 
Dimapur.

A press note from the 
NGBF media cell that during 
the meeting the group delib-
erated on the perspective on 
Indo-Naga solution and the 
status / position of the Nagas, 
with Shahleem Konyak as the 
chairman of the gathering.

The updates informed 
that Konyak, in his presiden-
tial address highlighted the 
core purpose of the meet and 
stated that at the backdrop of 
the Indo-Naga peace parley 
which was nearing its con-
clusion, it was imperative to 
ascertain the status of the 
Nagas. Konyak expressed the 
necessity to discuss about the 
peace process and opened 
the agenda to the house.

The NGBF has expressed 
appreciation to the GOI for 
taking seriousness on Indo-
Naga political talk. 

The NGBF felt that the 
negotiations of the Naga po-

litical groups were in line with 
the political aspirations of the 
Nagas and should be contin-
ued on that principle. 

The federation also em-
phasised on complete power 
while enacting laws as per the 
Naga customary procedures 
and usages. ‘Such legislative 
powers should be achieved 
that at no point of time, laws 
so enacted by Nagaland state 
shall stand and be respected 
and honoured by Govern-
ment of India and should not 
be treated as constitutional 
difficulties,’ the release stated.  

The house agreed upon 
that the solution should be 
arrived within the shortest 
possible time effectuating a 
constitutional provisions and 
amendments without elimi-
nating any special provisions 
to Nagaland, maintaining 
the integrity and identity of 
the Nagas.

The NGBF further ap-
pealed the Naga political 
groups and GOI to expedite 
the negotiations to arrive 
at logical agreement at the 
earliest. 

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya has extended 
greetings to the Gorkha 
community of Nagaland on 
the occasion of Bhanu Jay-
anti, the birth anniversary of 
Gorkha poet Bhanu Bhakta 
Acharya.

In a message, the gov-
ernor said Bhanu Jayanti 
is celebrated with gaiety 
and happiness as a sym-
bol of valuable knowledge 
and unity. Bhanu Bhakta 
Acharya, who was born in 
Nepal in 1884, made Nepali 
language a common tongue 
to almost 61 Gorkha tribes 
before the Nepal monarch 
Prithivi Narayan Shaha had 
declared the Gorkha lan-
guage, now Nepali, as a Na-
tional and Palace language, 

he said. 
Acharya said Bhanu 

Jayanti must be celebrated 
as ‘the festival of learning 
and every individual should 
take an inspiration from the 
great poet.’ He also called on 
the Gorkha community to 
continue safeguarding and 
promoting their rich culture 
and traditions and to come 
together and rededicate to 
make the atmosphere con-
ducive in towns and villages 
for peaceful co-existence 
and all round development 
in the state. 

F u r t h e r,  g ov e r n o r 
prayed that this auspi-
cious occasion bring peace, 
prosperity and progress 
and strengthen fellowship 
among the people of the 
state.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
The Khonoma Village 
Council, Khonoma Wom-
en Organisation,  and 
Khonoma Youth Organisa-
tion have issued represen-
tations to the District and 
Sessions Judge Kohima, 
appealing the authority to 
deny bail to Sabir Ahmed. 

A press release ap-
pended by the chairman of 
Khonoma Village Council, 
president of women or-
ganisation, and president 
of youth organisation, on 
July 12 stated that Pezano 
Mor, a 51-year-old woman 
who was a mother of seven 
children and a resident 
of Khonoma village was 
raped and murdered in 
gruesome manner by Sabir 
Ahmed and Munir Ud-
din on March 26 2018 at 
Khonoma village. ‘The two 
perpetrators struck her 

skull with a heavy wood-
en stick and dumped her 
dead body into a water 
tank. The two fled the vil-
lage the very night they 
committed the crime,’ the 
release stated.

The organisations stat-
ed that the two accused 
were from Karimganj dis-
trict, Assam. The prime 
accused Sabir Ahmed had 
been absconding for some 
time and after relentless ef-
forts by the police, Ahmed 
was arrested from Aizawl 
in Mizoram and is present-
ly under judicial custody in 
Kohima, the release said. 
According to the note, the 
other accused Munir Ud-
din was still at large. 

The note further men-
tioned that ‘the accused 
Sabir Ahmed may apply for 
bail and that if it is granted 
there is every possibility 

that he may jump bail and 
remain untraceable as it 
is learnt through reliable 
sources that he is an im-
migrant from Bangladesh’. 

“Therefore, we the 
three aforesaid apex or-
ganisations of Khonoma 
village hereby register our 
strongest objection to the 
granting of bail to Sabir 
Ahmed and pray that be-
fitting punishment be 
awarded to him as his ac-
tion was a premeditated 
murder and fits into the 
category of the ‘rarest of 
rare crime’,” the press re-
lease stated.

The organisations ap-
pealed to all the residents 
of Kohima not to act as a 
bailer of the accused. It 
further cautioned that if 
any person is found acting 
as bailer shall hold respon-
sible for the murder. 

D i m a p u r,  J u l y  1 2 
(EMN): Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services (AH&VS) de-
partment has conduct-
ed capacity building 
for livestock and poul-
try birds farmers un-
der NLM 2017-2018 for 
Tseminyu and Chun-
likha  blocks on July 9 
and 10 at SDVO office, 
Tseminyu.

During the train-
ings, resource person 
Dr. Joseph M Angami, 
deliberated on the im-
portance of backyard 
farming and vaccina-
tion of livestock and 
poultry birds. A press 
release received here on 
Thursday informed.

 Dr. Gwazenlo Tep, 
VAS, Tseminyu shared 
about housing manage-
ment of livestock and 
poultry birds.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
The district election of-
ficer (DEO) of Kohima, 
Rajesh Soundararajan has 
informed that the draft 
list of polling stations 
for 8-Western Angami 
AC, 9-Kohima Town AC, 
10-Northern Angtami-I 
AC, l l-Northern Angami-
Il AC, 12-Tseminyu AC, 
14-Southern Angami-
I AC and 15-Southern 
Angami-Il AC have been 
published. 

T h e  D E O  a l s o  i n-
formed that the same 
copy is available for in-
spection in the Election 
Branch, office of the DC 
& DEO, Kohima, and also 
on the notice board. In 
the event of any claims 
and objections to the 
draft list, he has asked to 
submit in written on or 
before July 21.

In a similar circular, 
the district election of-

ficer of Mokokchung has 
informed that the draft 
list of polling stations 
for 21-Tuli AC, 22-Arka-
kong AC, 23-Impur AC, 
24-Angetyoungpang AC, 
25-Mongoya AC, 26-Aon-
glenden AC, 27-Mokokc-
hung Town AC, 28-Kori-
dang AC, 29-Jangpetkong 
AC, and 30-Alongtaki AC 
has been published.

He informed that a 
copy is available for pub-
lic inspection during of-
fice hours in the office of 
the deputy commissioner 
& district election officer, 
Mokokchung.

In case of any claims/ 
objections to the draft list 
of polling stations, he has 
asked all the concerned to 
present before the DC & 
DEO, Mokokchung, on or 
before July 27. He added 
that co claims/ objections 
would be entertained af-
ter the stipulated time.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
The Ministry of Urban De-
velopment has conducted 
a sensitisation programme 
at the directorate of Urban 
Development in Kohima 
from July 4 to the 6th. 

According to the DIPR 
update, the programme 
was conducted to train on 
integrated capacity building 
framework, under the flag-
ship of state Urban Develop-
ment agency. 

The chief guest for the 
programme was Mission Di-
rector Yanpvuthung Kikon. 
Five resource persons from 
Regional Centre for Urban 
and Environment Stud-
ies (RCUES) of Hyderabad 
interacted and imparted 
knowledge on technical 
functionaries. 

On the first day, the re-
source persons conduct-

ed an overview of Swatch 
Bharat Mission on water 
sanitation and solid waste 
management, urban chal-
lenges / governance key to 
success role of technical 
functionaries-management 
strategies, appropriate tech-
nologies for small and medi-
um cities, reforms in Urban 
Development, implemen-
tation and accountability 
through e-governance and 
context of ICBT and support 
by the ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs, the report 
read.

On the second day, an 
overview about “Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana,” National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission, 
social mobilisation and in-
stitution development: im-
proving livelihood, employ-
ment through skill training 
and placement, self employ-

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
Kiphire district has ob-
served the World Popu-
lation Day on July 11 at 
Hopongkyu Memorial 
Hall on the theme “Start 
a meaningful tomorrow 
with family planning” 
with the deputy commis-
sioner of Kiphire, Mo-
hammad Ali Shihab, as 
the special guest. 

Addressing the func-
tions DC challenged the 
officers of the depart-
ments to perform their 

duty with dignity and 
sincerity. He also high-
lighted on the problems 
faced in  hospitals  as 
there are no proper in-
frastructure even though 
lots of emphasis were 
given. 

He opined that giving 
awareness programme 
only would not bring 
about changes. He added 
that proper equipment 
should be available so 
that the people of Kiphire 
will not face problems 

or hindrances in days to 
come. He also mentioned 
about the shortage of 
doctors and nurses in the 
hospitals. 

Additional director of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare, Dr. Bendangla Long-
kumer highlighted on the 
significance of the day, 
while counsellor of FPA 
India, Nagaland branch, 
Ville Rhetso explained 
the activities and roles 
played by NGOs in pro-
moting family planning.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
City Law College Students’ 
Union has hosted the 2nd 
federal assembly of the 
Nagaland Law Students’ 
Federation (NLSF) on July 
11 at City Law College in 
Dimapur.

A press release received 
from the federation on 
Thursday informed that 
its speaker, Nungshimeren 
Jamir introduced the fed-
erating units and called 
upon for the tabling of 
agendas.

The NLSF stated that 
some of the pertaining 
topics were the long fight 
for setting up of govern-
ment Law College due to 
unstable form of govern-
ment in the state.

It further stated that 
the federation could not 
fulfil its dreams but with 
the quote “Change is com-
ing” assured by the present 
government, the federa-
tion hopes to achieve its 
desired dreams and re-

Trucks asked to obtain load 
compliance certificate
Office of the Dimapur District Transportation Officer 
has informed all trucks, plying from Dimapur to Ko-
hima and beyond, to obtain a load compliance cer-
tificate from the weigh bridge at the District Transport 
office at ISTT complex at Chumukedima. The office 
informed that trucks plying without the certificate will 
not be allowed to cross Chumukedima check-gate. 
It further advised goods carriers to comply with the 
permissible loads allowed by the respective permits 
to avoid unnecessary delay.

Dimapur’s GB to hold general 
meeting 
The GBs Union Dimapur general secretary has in-
formed that the union annual general meeting shall 
be held on July 13 at 10:30 at Lotha Hoho Ki, near DC 
Court junction. All the members have been requested 
to attend. Registration will begin from 9 am.
School Education informs employees
The directorate of School Education has informed 
all the concerned employees of the department to 
submit all pending cases for ‘condonation of over-
age’ to the directorate on or before July 25 for onward 
submission to the government. It also informed that 
no case will be entertained after the expiry of the 
mentioned dateline. ‘This may be treated as a last and 
final call for submission of such cases,’ the notification 
stated.

ANCSU convenes assembly
All Nagaland College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has 
convened its second union assembly on July 20 at 
Sakus Mission College’s auditorium at 12 noon. The 
union assembly speaker, Pithungo Shitio has asked 
all its affiliated and associate units to send two repre-
sentatives without fail.

Purana Bazaar stall allotees 
directed to pay rent
Having noticed that several allottees of the Purana 
Bazaar market have not paid room rent for several 
years, EAC and chairman of the market management 
committee, Purana Bazaar, Thejavizo Nakhro, to clear 
their outstanding rent within 30 days. In a notification, 
the chairman stated that non payment was a breach 
of rent agreement and liable for termination of allot-
ment. He has directed all allottees at Purana Bazaar 
market to submit a copy of their allotment agreement 
for verification and pay the outstanding rent for the 
room within 30 days. It further warned that failure to 
pay the outstanding rent would be liable for cancella-
tion of the allotment as per the terms of agreement.

NEWS IN BRIEF

fers a unique platform for 
awareness as well as for 
cessation interventions, 
he added.

Admitting that people 
in the ministry have ig-
nored tobacco problem in 
the past, Pamei, a lecturer 

of the college challenged 
the students to take this 
issue seriously. He opined 
that anti-tobacco aware-

ness and counselling 
could be included as part 
of the practical works for 
the students. 

solve to appeal the govern-
ment for the speedy set up 
of the government Law 
College in the state since 
it has been 20 years since 
the appeal. 

The federation also 
stated to have discussed 

about the demand of sepa-
rate department at NU. In 
this regard, the president 
of the federation, Imliben 
Lemtur, said that since 
the governor of the state 
has already talked with the 
university’s vice chancellor, 

the federation is expecting 
that the department will be 
set up by next year. 

“Whatever issues the 
executives are taking up, 
it will go till a solution is 
met”, the press release 
stated. 

ment programme, support 
to street vendors, MIS of 
SEP, employment through 
skills training and place-
ment (EST&P), and “Prad-

han Mantri Awas Yojana” 
scheme (Hindi for ‘housing 
for all’) and its components 
were conducted.

On the third day of the 

programme, it covered on 
MIS of SEP and EST&P and 
training need assessment 
and ended with valedictory 
session.
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Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu Rio inaugurating the building of Spring-Buds Home for Uncared Children in 
Ikishe village, Dimapur, on November 14. The MP lauded the Bible Believing Churches and Missions 
(BBCM) for its Spring-Buds project and urged the children to live up to the trust reposed on them. 
Also seen in the picture is Khesheli Chishi, OSD Department of Justice & Law and Governing Board 
Member of BBCM, and Samuel Rajkumar, president BBCM.

Newly appointed joint director of Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau of Nagaland (SIB), Arvind Kumar called 
on the governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya on July 12 at Raj Bhavan in Kohima. Acharya congratulated 
Kumar on his appointment and wished him the best in his new assignment.

EM Images

Namri Nchang officially launching the NITCA in Kohima on Thursday July 12.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN):  As per the 
report received from the district for-
est officer (DFO) of Wokha, Zuthun-
glo Patton, human-elephant conflict 
in Wokha district is on the rise and 
increasing year by year. 

The assessment showed that this 
year, 165 families belonging to eight 
villages of new Changsu, Ekhoyan, 
old and new Riphyim, Wokha village, 
new Wokha, Seleku and Koio were 
badly affected. The crops or prop-
erty damaged were paddy, banana, 
pineapple, orange, sugarcane, veg-
etables, yongchak, betel nut, rubber, 
papaya, jackfruit, granary, farm huts, 
piggery, poultry, etc. amounting to 
more than INR 17 lakh which could 
only be partially reimbursed by the 
wildlife wing of the Forest depart-
ment this year, the report stated.

The most recent reports of hu-
man-elephant conflict in the month 
of June and July were from old and 
new Riphyim, old Changsu and 
Mungya, affecting 97 farmers and 
GMS building at Mungya which have 
been verified by the department, it 
was informed.

Due to increasing reports of 
incidences, a joint assessment was 
carried out in April 2018 by the dis-
trict level committee for assessment 
of the loss of human life, domestic 
animals, crops or properties by wild 
animals for compensation in the 
district, DFO informed.

As per the nationwide Synchro-
nized Elephant Population Estima-
tion 2017 report by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests & Climate 
change, GOI, Nagaland has an el-

ephant population of 446 and el-
ephant density/km² of 0.45 which is 
the second highest density/km² after 
Karnataka.

With an ever-increasing human 
population leading to increasing 
fragmentation of habitat for the 
elephants, incidences of human 
injuries or deaths, crop raids, poach-
ing / hunting of elephants will only 
increase, the 

Wokha district having a total 
geographical of only 1628 sq. km 
and supporting a staggering num-
bering from 150-180 of elephants all 
over the district it not only indicates 
a bleak future for the farmers and 
rubber cultivators but also for the 
survival of these heritage animals in 
Wokha unless these issues are seri-
ously addressed,  it stated.

Human-elephant conflict: 165 
families affected in Wokha

IPR director interacts 
with Tsg. DPRO staff

No service to colonies 
refusing to pay RST— DMC 

Naga entrepreneurs form trade centres association

STATE

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): Director of 
Information and Public Relations (IPR), 
Limawati Ao, has visited the office of the 
District Public Relation Officer (DPRO), 
Tuensang, on July 11 and interacted with 
the officers and staff.

Addressing the DPRO staff, the di-
rector called on them to be sincere and 
dedicated in serving the people of the 
district.

 He has underlined the important 
role of the IPR establishment in dis-
seminating information about the hap-
penings and activities taking place in 
the district. 

He also assured to look into the 
important needs of the office at the 
earliest.

DPRO Tuensang, Tialemba Ao, in 
his short speech, has highlighted the 
problems faced by the department in 
the district and information centre. 

The director also visited the informa-
tion centre in Longkhim, DPRO updated 
on Thursday.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): The Di-
mapur Municipal Council (DMC) 
will discontinue its services to 
those colonies that are not pay-
ing the Residential Sanitary Tax 
(RST) to DMC. This resolution 
was passed by DMC at a review 
meeting held with colony councils 
and Gaon Buras (GB) under DMC 
jurisdiction on “Door to door col-
lection of waste” at the Town Hall 
in Dimapur on Thursday July 12.

“For appointment of GB or 
any other official records, the total 
number of household in a colony 
will be as per the list of RST sub-
mitted by the respective colonies 
to the DMC,” this was mentioned 
in the resolution passed by the 
council. 

The DMC administrator, Moa 
Sangtam at the meeting reminded 
those colonies that have submit-

ted the RST only for the year 2017 
are to submit the same by the end 
of July 2018 failing which services 
will be discontinued in the event 
of failure to submit the RST. 

In connection with door to 
door collection of waste, the ad-
ministrator also informed the 
house to report directly to him 
in case of any negligence on the 
part of the DMC sanitation staffs 
in the execution of the prescribed 
duties.  

During the review meeting the 
members present suggested that 
the defaulting colonies should 
be called for a meeting and know 
their concerns so that together 
they can discuss the issues. Also, 
the members urged upon the re-
spective colonies under the DMC 
jurisdiction to actively participate 
and cooperate with the council 
for a better and cleaner Dimapur.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 12 (EMN): 
A group of Naga entre-
preneurs, cutting across 
different states and inter-
national boundaries, have 
come together to form 
an organisation with the 
nomenclature ‘Naga In-
ternational Trade Centres 
Association’ (NITCA) to 
promote trade and culture 
in both Naga areas and 
globally. NITCA was for-
mally launched in Kohima 
on Thursday.

Highlighting the aims 
and objectives of the asso-
ciation during the launch 
programme, Augustine 
Reeding, one of the found-
ing members, said NITCA 
would work towards ena-
bling Naga businesses, 
business owners and en-
trepreneurs to connect 
and share professional 
experiences to develop 
domestic as well as glo-
bal trade network which 
would benefit not just the 
business community but 
the economy of the region. 

He explained that NIT-
CA will focus and func-
tion in all Naga territories, 
irrespective of division 
created by international 
boundary, which would be 
governed and managed by 
NITCA boards. 

The association will 
cover five divisional zones 
namely northern zone 
- areas under present Aru-
nachal Pradesh in India; 
eastern zone – areas under 
present Union of Myan-
mar; central zone – areas 
under present Nagaland 
state in India; western 
zone – areas under present 
Assam state in India, and 
southern zone – areas un-
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der the present Manipur 
state in India.

Reeding also informed 
that NITCA membership 
would consist of four 
categories: official Naga 
enterprise / company, 
global company, official 
individual business, and 
individual business user 
memberships.

Speaking on the oc-
casion as a special guest, 
MLA and advisor for de-
partment of Irrigation 
and Flood Control, Namri 
Nchang congratulated the 
NITCA officials for launch-
ing a platform with a ‘right 
vision and strategy’ which 
will benefit all, particu-
larly Nagas both in India 
and Myanmar in bridging 
economic gaps that they 
faced.

“Today, Nagas are 
hugely divided on many 
fronts; however, we still 

have a chance for all of 
us to come together for 
economic development 
of the region. A platform 
like NITCA is the need of 
the hour where various 
businesses in the region 
can create a relationship 
platform to create a better 
economic development 
with understanding in the 
region,” the advisor said.

He expressed hope 
that NITCA will become 
the ideal platform to create 
awareness for economic 
growth in the Naga so-
ciety and build a strong 
relationship with the rest 
of the world, while ben-
efitting the people in en-
hancement of their liveli-
hood opportunities and 
creating employment av-
enues for the educated 
unemployed youths.

The legislator opined 
that entrepreneurs can 

become the backbone of 
the society when they con-
tribute towards building a 
strong economy. 

He said there were 
too many educationally 
qualified youth but felt 
that unless they became 
economically independ-
ent, the society cannot 
progress. 

Stating that the Nagas 
were living in a small so-
ciety and needed to look 
beyond their small com-
munity, Nchang pointed 
out that if steered properly, 
NITCA will have a lot to 
offer to the business com-
munity and to the broader 
community as they wrestle 
with the issues of the mod-
ern world trade develop-
ment. 

Delivering a brief talk 
on the roadmap of NIT-
CA for 2018-22, associa-
tion treasurer, Neikedolie 

Hiekha informed that 
members would be em-
barking on an industrial 
tour to China and Vietnam 
in August. The delegates 
would conduct market 
study focusing on eco-
tourism, agro-based food 
processing, construction 
firms, import and export, 
and also interact with 
business communities in 
those countries. 

He said there was a 
proposal and planning 
for an international trade 
fair to be held in the near 
future.

A NITCA handout 
outlines the aims of the 
association to work on 
promotion, marketing, 
investment and also in 
formulating plans, policies 
and roadmap in various 
sectors such as tourism, 
agriculture, handicrafts 
and textiles, construction 
and property develop-
ment, education, tech-
nology, manufacturing, 
mining, finance, power 
and energy, petroleum 
and gas, research and de-
velopment, innovation, 
economic development 
agency, and on interna-
tional trade and develop-
ment.

The association states 
to undertake a series of de-
velopmental tasks includ-
ing creating local business 
meets, innovation incu-
bators, conduct national 
and international business 
conferences, industrial 
tours, international trade 
fairs in major Naga inhab-
ited towns, development 
of skills and employabil-
ity for civil society, and list 
Naga businesses in NITCA 
profile / space. 
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Rescue works continue in Tamenglong

Experts link Tamenglong incident to Climate Change

Karbi girl wins young artist award 

Two militants killed in Arunachal 

ONGC installs 
‘water ATM’ in 
Tripura hospitals

Mizoram tribal refugees in Tripura 
to return home after two decades

AR observes World Population Day

RPF rescues seven girls from trafficker
Our Correspondent

Imphal, July 12 (EMN): The state 
disaster response force (SDRF) and 
locals under the supervision of the 
Tamenglong district administration 
continued the search and rescue 
operations on the second day to 
recover the bodies of two missing 
children on Thursday.

Seven bodies out of nine victims 
were recovered on Wednesday fol-
lowing massive landslide that took 
place at three different places in 
Tamenglong town, about 150 km 
west of Imphal. However, bodies 
of two persons were yet to be re-
covered.

When contacted, deputy com-
missioner of Tamenglong, Ravinder 

Singh, confirmed that search and 
rescue operation continued since 
morning after the rains stopped. He 
informed that there was no report of 
any recovery of the bodies.

State governor, Dr. Najma Hep-
tulla, in a condolence message on 
Thursday said, “I’m deeply shocked 
to learn about the death of 7 per-
sons and 2 persons missing in an 
unprecedented devastating land-
slide caused by incessant heavy 
rainfall in Tamenglong district.”

She has prayed to the Almighty 
God to grant strength to the be-
reaved family members in their 
hours of grief. 

State chief minister, N Biren, has 
assured ex-gratia of INR 5 lakh each 

to the deceased families and other 
relief for the affected families.

 He also directed the district ad-
ministration to open relief control 
room etc at the district headquar-
ters.

Reports reaching here stated 
that more than a dozen houses were 
completely damaged, while around 
five others were partially affected 
during Wednesday’s disaster.

In another development, state 
tribal affairs & hills and fisheries 
minister, N Kayisü, visited Thong-
lang in Kangpokpi district which 
falls under his constituency Tadubi 
to take stock of the situation post 
the devastating landslide that oc-
curred in the village last week.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 12 (EMN): 
Climate experts have 
linked the tragic land-
s l i d e s  i n  M a n i p u r’s 
Tamenglong distr ict 
headquarters,  which 
claimed the lives of nine 
persons and leaving five 
injured, to climate change 
by triggering high inten-
sity of rainfall in short 
duration.

High intensity rain at 
the scale of 158.8 mm 
lashed Tamenglong dis-
trict headquarters for five 
hours from July 11 mid-
night, says nodal officer 
Dr. T Brajakumar of the 
state climate cell of envi-
ronment directorate. The 
rain was quite heavy that 
it recorded 44.2 litres of 
rainwater over a square 
metre at that particular 
period of the disaster (2-3 

am of July 11). 
The rainfall was treat-

ed as very high intensity, 
says Brajakumar, who has 
been monitoring the state 
climate data since the few 
decades. The heavy rain in 
short duration with high 
intensity might also one 
of the reasons for land-
slides occurred at New 
Salem, Tamenglong, and 
Ward No. 4 at around 3 am 
on July 11.

A state government 
employee, who had been 
staying in the Tamenglong 
district headquarters 
which is about 150 km 
west of Imphal for quite 
some, felt that Wednes-
day’s rain was one of the 
heaviest rainfalls ever in 
the district.

Echoing a similar feel-
ing, a resident of ward 
No.4 also informed that 

there was a similar in-
cident around a decade 
back where two persons 
lost their lives when a wall 
collapsed following heavy 
rain at the ward No.5 of 
the hill town.

The heavy rain on 
July 11 also submerged a 
large area of paddy fields 
in Noney area, reports 
added.

Tamenglong like situ-
ation had occurred in Se-
napati after the district 
received a large amount 
of rain (40.8mm) within 
one hour on August 26, 
2017. On April 5, 2017, 
four houses and one local 
playground were dam-
aged by a massive land-
slide at Sirarakhong vil-
lage following intense rain 
in Ukhrul district.

Interestingly, Imphal 
also has been receiving 

high rainfall since 1956, 
recording 2,439.4 mm 
in 2017 till December 
13 or 68.71% above the 
state’s annual precipita-
tion of 1446.3 mm, Indian 
Council of Agricultural 
Research’s (ICAR) Imphal 
centre has stated in a 
press release issued on 
December 13 last year.

Rainfall above 2,000 
mm was recorded only 
in 1991 (2,110.6 mm) and 
in 1993 (2,171.6 mm), it 
added. Rain in January, 
February and November 
in the current year was 
below normal with 70.8%, 
52.3% and 79.5% recorded 
respectively.

In 2017, the highest 
rainfall was recorded on 
March 31 (103.4mm) and 
highest monthly record in 
December with 116.3 mm 
of rains till December 13.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 12 (EMN): 
Serrupmir Timungpi has 
brought laurel to Karbi 

Agartala, July 12 (IANS): 
State-owned ONGC has 
installed Water ATMs in 
big hospitals in Tripura 
to provide pure drinking 
water to the patients and 
their care-takers, an offi-
cial said here on Thursday. 
0.5

“We have installed Wa-
ter ATM in Agartala Gov-
ernment Medical College 
and Gobinda Ballav Pant 
Hospital, Regional Cancer 
Hospital and Indira Gan-
dhi Memorial Hospital so 
far to provide pure drink-
ing water round-the-clock 
to the patients and hos-
pital visitors,” ONGC’s ex-
ecutive director A Gautam 
Kumar Singha Roy said.

Roy said that the Water 
ATM would supply clean 
drinking water purified 
with Reverse Osmosis 
process to patients, hos-
pital staffs and the visitors.

According to the offi-
cial, the Water ATM, each 
costing around INR 10 
lakh, has an in built stor-
age capacity of 1,300 litresr 
with a provision of storage 
of 300 litres chilled water.

Agartala/ Aizawl, July 12 
(IANS): After more than 
two decades, 32,876 Reang 
tribals are getting ready 
to return home in neigh-
bouring Mizoram, setting 
aside all uncertainties.

“The tribals are now 
in ‘homebound’ mood. 
After a four-sided agree-
ment was signed last week 
between the Centre, Mi-
zoram, Tripura and the 
Mizoram Bru Displaced 
People’s Forum (MBDPF), 
our much-awaited hopes 
will be realised,” refugee 
leader Bruno Msha told 
IANS.

Msha, who is the Gen-
eral Secretary of MBDPF, 
said: “Our refugee life will 
now be over and we will 
now lead a normal life 
as Indian citizens from 
next month. Uncertainty 
over the future of our chil-
dren is also going to be 
resolved.”

After a series of meet-
ings and persuasions, 
the representtives of the 
four-parties signed the 
document on July 3 in New 
Delhi, in the presence of 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Tripura Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb, 
his Mizoram counterpart 
Lal Thanhawla and the 

MBDPF members. The 
MBDPF is the apex body 
of the refugees.

Msha said that as per 
the agreement, the refu-
gees, comprising 5,407 
families, would start re-
turning to their homes 
from August 16 and the 
multi-phase repatriation 
would be completed by 
September 30.

After their return, the 
Reang tribals would be 
settled in the three dis-
tricts -- Kolasib, Lunglei 
and Mamit -- in western 
Mizoram where they used 
to live.

Msha said that one-
and-a-half month long re-
patriation would be coor-
dinate by Mahesh Kumar 
Singla, senior official in the 
Union Home Ministry.

The Reang tribals, 
locally known as “Bru”, 
have been living in six 
makeshift camps in north 
Tripura’s Kanchanpur and 
Panisagar sub-divisions, 
adjoining Mizoram, since 
October 1997 after they 
fled their homes in west-
ern Mizoram following 
ethnic strife. The trouble 
in the state started after 
a Mizo forest official was 
killed.

The agreement has fi-

nalised a six-point benefit 
package for each refugee 
family. It includes financial 
aid of INR 4 lakh; a month-
ly allowance of INR 5,000; 
INR 1.5 lakh for building a 
house and free rations for 
two years.

A monitoring commit-
tee headed by Special Sec-
retary (Internal Security) 
of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs has been consti-
tuted with officials from 
Tripura and Mizoram and 
representatives of MBDPF 
to supervise the repatria-
tion process and the settle-
ment of the refugees.

Mizoram Home De-
partment Joint Secretary, 
Lalbiaksangi, on Monday 
held a meeting with the 
concerned deputy com-
missioners and officials to 
formulate strategies about 
the home-coming of the 
Reang tribals.

Tripura Relief and 
Revenue Department 
Joint Secretary, Sankar 
Chakraborty, said that 
during the repatriation the 
state government would 
provide security and lo-
gistical supports includ-
ing transportation to the 
refugees.

“A r o u n d  I N R  3 6 0 
crores have been spent to 

provide relief and basic 
services to the refugees 
since October 1997. 

The central govern-
ment has sanctioned the 
funds,” Chakraborty told 
IANS.

Despite several initia-
tives by the Mizoram gov-
ernment to bring the refu-
gees back, they have been 
reluctant to do so unless 
their demands for food 
and security were met.

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and top 
officials of the MHA have 
visited the refugee camps 
in north Tripura and Mi-
zoram many times and 
urged both the Mizoram 
government and the refu-
gees to end the stalemate 
over the repatriation.

The Supreme Court 
had last year directed the 
MHA and the Mizoram 
and Tripura governments 
to jointly work for the re-
turn of these tribal refu-
gees to their home state.

The Tripura govern-
ment has been asking the 
Union government and 
Mizoram to help repatri-
ate the refugees at the ear-
liest saying that socio-eco-
nomic and law-and-order 
problems had cropped up 
in the state.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): 
Acting swiftly on informa-
tion from sources, person-
nel of Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) of Rangiya 
managed to rescue seven 
girls alongwith a trafficker 
from a train on July 10. The 
names and age of the girls 
were not mentioned but it 
is understood that they are 
minors. 

The girls were rescued 
by RPF team compris-
ing inspector Ashok Das, 
head constable JS Ka-
lita, constable Bhaskar 
Malakar, head constable 
Sachindra Bharali and 
constable Ahjaj Khan,  
during search conducted 
on train 15648 DN Guwa-
hati-LTT Express. 

The team could rescue 
four girls from coach No 
S-9, who were being taken 
to Mumbai on the pre-
text of employment in fish 
factory. Later on further 
search, three more girls 
were rescued from coach 
No S-6 along with one lady 

Personnel of the Railway Protection Force with the rescued girls, understood to be minors, at Rangiya 
station on July 10.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1876SUD0KU 1716
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Flyer
6. Narrow wooden strip
10. FBI agents (slang)
14. Sun-dried brick
15. Young salmon
16. District
17. More clever
18. Native of Peru
19. Accounts
20. Offered
22. Natural body passageway
24. Egyptian goddess
25. Saying your sorry
26. Pertaining to the South American 

mountain range
29. Small tools for piercing holes
30. Adolescent
31. Wife of King Arthur
37. Armistice
39. Prefix meaning “Before”
40. Connected group of series
41. Nasal hemorrhages
44. Male sheep
45. Prohibits
46. French for “Elephant’s trunk”
48. Extend beneath
52. Danish island in the Baltic Sea
53. Overcast
54. Areas of undergrowth
58. Licorice-flavored seeds
59. Jai ____, sport
61. Pale brownish-yellow
62. Conceal one’s face
63. Edges
64. Canonized person
65. President (abbrev.)
66. Department (abbrev.)
67. Model rocket company 
DOWN
1. Previous
2. Not active
3. Side and back between ribs and 

hips
4. Submissiveness

5. Mother ______ of India
6. Agents of espionage
7. Territory
8. Circle fragment
9. Tread under foot
10. Ending in death
11. Muse of lyric poetry
12. Remove programming 

faults 13. Impudent
21. Symbol of marriage
23. A red crystalline powder
25. Having slender bristlelike 

appendages
26. Attention (abbrev.)
27. Fiddled during fire

28. Latin for “God”
29. Buenos _____, Argentina
32. Tip over
33. Actresses Hamel and Lake
34. Test
35. Posterior
36. Being
38. Declined 42. 

Short rope in sailing
43. Cease
47. Sleep
48. Rascal or rogue
49. Pertaining to a forearm 

bone
50. City in Idaho

51. Found on elephants and 
walruses

52. Damp
54. Temporary accomodation
55. Note
56. Sea eagle
57. Collections
60. Untruth
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Serrupmir Timungpi at the Nan-
dan Art Gallery Santiniketan, 
West Bengal.

trafficker.
Chief public relation 

officer Pranav Jyoti Shar-
ma stated in a press release 
that all of them were ‘de-
trained’ at Barpeta Road 
station and brought back 

to Rangiya for further ac-
tion.  The name of the lady 
trafficker was identified 
as Kalpana Barman (40) 
year from Baska district. 
On interrogation, the traf-
ficker revealed that she 

had planned to take all the 
girls to Mumbai on com-
mission basis.

The press release men-
tioned RPF had so far res-
cued 20 children from the 
hand of traffickers. 

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): On the 
occasion of 50th World Population 
Day, the Keithelmanbi battalion 
of 9 Sector Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of HQ IGAR (South) has 
organised an awareness cam-
paign in Phouden village, Thoubal 
district, on the theme ‘Plan your 
family, plan your future.’

According to the Assam Rifles 

press release, a total of 60 persons 
including members from neigh-
bouring villages attended the 
programme. 

It stated that the participants 
were educated on family plan-
ning, sex education, right to 
health etc.

In a similar event, Mantripukhri 
battalion has organised an aware-

ness programme in Sawombung 
village, Imphal East district. 

A total of 90 persons including 
members from Meira Paibis, Gram 
Panchayat and neighbouring vil-
lages attended the programme. 
They were educated on ill effects 
of over population, importance 
of family planning, sex education 
and gender equality.

Anglong district and the 
state of Assam by win-
ning the ‘Scholarship to 
young artists in visual 
arts’ award for the year 
2016-2017. 

The award was insti-
tuted by ministry of cul-
ture, Government of India, 
in giving financial assist-
ant to artists of different 
fields in arts.

This was announced 
by Sanjiv Kro, general sec-
retary of Karbi Anglong 
Fine Artist and Craftsman 
Association (KAFACA), 
here on July 12.

 It informed that Ser-
rupmir Timungpi have 
completed Bachelor of 
Fine Arts and Master of 

Fine Arts from Kala Bha-
vana Visva Bharati Uni-
versity Santiniketan, 
West Bengal. Serrupmir 
Timungpi is the daugh-
ter of a renowned artist 
Deben Timing and Renu 
Rongpipi of Rongkhelan 
Diphu, Karbi Anglong.

The statement also 
mentioned that Amphu 
Terangpi, who is presently 
pursuing Ph.D in folk art at 
Hyderabad University, has 
also received the Junior 
Fellowship Grant Award 
for the year 2015-16. 

KAFACA has wished 
Serrupmir a bright future 
and hoped that she would 
bring more laurels for the 
district and the state.

Dimapur, July 12 (EMN): Security forces 
under the aegis of DAO division have 
claimed to have killed two hardcore 
militants near Sonya Noksa village in 
Longding district, Arunachal Pradesh, 
on July 11.

According to a security forces press 
release, the incident took place in the 
vicinity of Sonya Noksa between Long-
ing and Khonsa, when the former came 
under fire during patrolling.

 It added that in the retaliatory firing 
two militants were killed. 

The bodies were recovered in the 
subsequent search operation launched 
on July 12. Security forces also recov-
ered an AK series rifle, pistol and other 
incriminating evidences from the slain 
militants.

It added that search operation is still 
in progress to ascertain identity of the 
militants. 

The statement stated that security 
forces have been carrying out relentless 
operations to maintain peace and tran-
quillity in the region.
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Sensex rallies 400 pts to hit 
record high   RIL shares surge 5%

Airtel Payments Bank gets RBI nod 
to start enrolling new customers
New Delhi, July 12 
(IANS): After running 
into rough weather due 
to Aadhaar-related e-
KYC issues, Airtel Pay-
ments Bank on Thurs-
day said it has received 
requisite approvals from 
the Reserve Bank of India 
and UIDAI to start ac-
quiring new customers.

“Airtel Payments Bank 
has received requisite ap-
provals from The Reserve 
Bank of India to start on-
boarding new custom-
ers. Airtel Payments Bank 

Mumbai, July 12 (PTI) : 
The BSE Sensex soared 
over 400 points to hit its 
record high after Reli-
ance Industries (RIL) re-
claimed USD 100 billion 
(approx Rs 6,86,604 crore) 
market capitalisation as 
its shares a hit 52-week 
high today.

RIL, HDFC and HDFC 
Bank collectively contrib-
uted nearly 300 points to 
the gains on Sensex.

At 1200 hrs, the 
30-share index rallied 
413.89 points, or 1.14 per 
cent, higher to 36,679.82, 
surpassing its previous 
high of 36,444 recorded 
on January 29, 2018.

The broader Nifty-50 
index is also trading 
above the key 11,000-lev-
el at 11,071.50, a gain of 
123.20 points, or 1.13 per 
cent.

Heavy buying was 
seen on banking, pharma 
and metals counters.

Top gainers were Reli-
ance Industries (up 5.18 
per cent), Yes Bank (4.43 
per cent), L&T (1.98 per 
cent), SBI (1.89 per cent), 
HUL (1.88 per cent), 
HDFC (1.73 per cent) 
and HDFC Bank (1.35 

has also been permitted 
by the UIDAI to resume 
the on-boarding of cus-
tomers using Aaadhaar 
based e-KYC. We thank 
the authorities for the 
approvals,” a company 
spokesperson said in a 
statement.

“We remain commit-
ted to the government’s 
vision of financial inclu-
sion and banking for all,” 
he added.

In an interview to 
IANS last week, Gopal 
Vittal, MD and CEO (In-
dia and South Asia), 
Bharti Airtel said: “The 
bank had started off very 
well, but we got into 
regulatory issues. We 
are working very closely 
with authorities (RBI and 
UIDAI) and hopefully 
this will be back to busi-
ness soon and start ac-
quiring customers. Right 

now have 30 million cus-
tomers in the bank and 
the wallet. Operation is 
continuing for existing 
customers, but we are 
not acquiring new cus-
tomers.” 

Airtel Payments Bank 
on May 24, 2018 an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Anubrata Biswas 
as its Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Of-
ficer.

per cent). Following the 
uptick in the RIL counter, 
the market capitalisation 
of the company touched 
Rs 6,88,513.11 crore.

Profit-booking was 
witnessed IT, tech and 
telecom counters.

Notable losers were 
Infosys (down 1.58 per 
cent) and M&M (1.46 per 
cent).

Sentiments were firm 
on higher Asian cues 
ahead of domestic infla-
tion and industrial pro-

duction number to be 
released today.

Asian markets are 
trading higher, despite 
lingering concerns 
around the US-China 
trade war that show little 
sign of abating.

US stocks fell yester-
day after Trump admin-
istration announced new 
tariffs on Chinese goods, 
further escalating ten-
sions between the two 
largest economies in the 
world.
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MSP Hike: For Farmers, More 
Questions From the Answer 

T
he central government has increased the mini-
mum support price (MSP) for kharif crops to 
double farmers’ income by 2022. Farmers will 
get 1.5 times more than the cultivation cost, 

which is in accordance with the prime minister’s an-
nouncement earlier this year. This is undoubtedly a 
massive hike in the MSP but a bigger question remains 
unanswered: Will the hike end the crisis in the farming 
sector prevailing in the country? Though the central 
government is optimistic, agriculturalists and econo-
mists are not so hopeful. They are of the view that the 
latest hike is too cosmetic and that it would only add a 
few more problems instead of solving the crisis.

The apprehension from the experts is not unfound-
ed. Even after the announcement of the hike, it is still 
not clear how much the government would be buying 
from farmers. It is impossible to think that an entire ag-
ricultural product would find a place considering the 
limited storage capacity of government warehouses. In 
such a situation, many farmers will be forced to sell their 
products to private parties, who will definitely not pay 
farmers at par with the new MSP. Many fear that the gov-
ernment’s decision might end up helping only a few big 
farmers. The condition of the small and marginal farm-
ers may not change.

Another contentious point: How will the govern-
ment keep the fiscal deficit in and around three per cent 
as promised by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley? 
Everyone knows that the hike in MSP will add an extra 
burden on the country’s exchequer. Further, oil prices 
are on the rise in the international market. The govern-
ment will have to spend nearly INR one lakh crore just 
to meet expenditures that would be incurred due to the 
hike in MSP. Yet, only INR 15, 000 crore has been ear-
marked in this year’s Union Budget (2018-19). From 
where will the extra money come? There are reports al-
ready that apprehensions have been expressed by some 
senior officials of the Union Finance ministry about the 
huge expenditure. The government shall have to pro-
vide a concrete answer about the issue and sooner than 
later. The government will have to ensure that its efforts 
to help the agriculture sector do not derail the country’s 
economy.

With all these unanswered questions, the hike in the 
MSP has as usual become a subject of political debate. 
Opposition parties are alleging that the Narendra Modi 
government announced such a decision just to woo 
farmers who are a decisive factor in general elections, 
and without caring about the financial health of the 
country. On the other hand, the prime minister himself 
has stated that the wrong policies of the previous gov-
ernments had caused the crisis in the agriculture sector.

Amid such charge and counter-charge, there is no 
denying that farmers in India today are in a dire state. 
Their income is shrinking and loans are rising. Farmers’ 
suicide has become a daily occurrence in the country. 
Farmlands are being looted by land grabbers on the 
pretext of development. Merely hiking the MSP is not 
enough. Measures, such as crop insurance, minimum 
interest loans, proper marketing facilities, cheap fertiliz-
ers etc., should be taken along with a hike in the MSP. We 
need to take a comprehensive approach to end the farm 
crisis. Being selective will only complicate it.

Lalit K. Jha | thewire.in

Divij Joshi | thewire.in

No matter where we are, God knows 
about us.

Did God know about me as I drove at night on a 100-
mile journey to my village? Given the condition I 
was in, the answer was not simple. My tempera-
ture ran high and my head ached. I prayed, “Lord, 

I know you are with me, but I’m in pain!”
Tired and weak, I parked by the road near a small village. 

Ten minutes later, I heard a voice. “Hello! Do you need any 
help?” It was a man with his companions from the commu-
nity. Their presence felt good. When they told me the name 
of their village, Naa mi n’yala (meaning, “The King knows 
about me!”), I was amazed. I had passed this community 
dozens of times without stopping. This time, the Lord used 
its name to remind me that, indeed, He, the King, was with 
me while I was alone on that road in my ailing condition. 
Encouraged, I pressed on toward the nearest clinic.

God knows us thoroughly as we go about our everyday 
chores, at different locations and situations, no matter our 
condition (Psalm 139:1–4, 7–12). He does not abandon us 
or forget us; nor is He so busy that He neglects us. Even when 
we are in trouble or in difficult circumstances—“darkness” 
and “night” (vv. 11–12)—we are not hidden from His pres-
ence. This truth gives us such hope and assurance that we 
can praise the Lord who has carefully created us and leads 
us through life (v. 14).

Thank You, Lord, that You always know where I am 
and how I am doing. You know me inside and out. I’m 

thankful I can count on You to care.

Global Cost of Not Educating Girls 
is $15-30 Trillion — World Bank

According to the World Bank, less than two thirds of girls in low-income countries 
complete primary school and only one in three girls completes lower secondary school.

‘WhatsApp Lynching’ is a Smokescreen – We Need Better Laws to Deal With Mob Violence

N
ot educating girls or creating 
barriers in their school educa-
tion globally costs between $ 
15 trillion to $ 30 trillion, the 

World Bank said as the UN marks ‘Malala 
Day’ today.

Less than two thirds of girls in low-
income countries complete primary school 
and only one in three girls completes lower 
secondary school, the World Bank said in 
a new report ‘Missed Opportunities: The 
High Cost of Not Educating Girls’.

“The loss in human capital wealth in-
curred today because many adult women 
did not benefit in their youth from uni-
versal secondary education (defined as 12 
years of schooling) is estimated to range 
between $ 15 trillion to $ 30 trillion glo-
bally,” said the report released on the eve 
of UN ‘Malala Day’.

On an average, women who have a sec-
ondary education are more likely to work 
and they earn almost twice as much as 
those with no education, it said.

Malala Yousafzai, the youngest ever 
Nobel Laureate, who was shot in head 
by the Taliban militants for campaigning 
for female education in 2012 in Pakistan’s 
Swat Valley, spoke at the UN on her 16th 
birthday on July 12, 2013, to call for a 

worldwide access to education. The UN 
had dubbed the event as “Malala Day”.

Malala, who turned 21 today, said, 
“When 130 million girls are unable to be-
come engineers or journalists or CEOs be-
cause education is out of their reach, our 
world misses out on trillions of dollars that 
could strengthen the global economy, pub-
lic health and stability.”

“If leaders are serious about building a 
better world, they need to start with serious 
investments in girls’ secondary education. 
This report is more proof that we cannot 
afford to delay investing in girls,” said the 
Malala Fund co-founder.

According to the report, today some 
132 million girls around the world between 
the ages of 6 and 17 are still not in school, 
75 % of whom are adolescents.

“We cannot keep letting gender in-
equality get in the way of global progress,” 
said World Bank CEO Kristalina Geor-
gieva.

“Inequality in education is yet another 
fixable issue that is costing the world tril-
lions. It is time to close the gender gap in 
education and give girls and boys an equal 
chance to succeed, for the good of every-
one,” Georgieva said.

According to a World Bank analysis, 
women’s educational attainment has a 
large potential impact on their lifetime fer-

tility and population growth, both directly 
and through a reduction in child marriage 
and early childbearing.

In the 18 countries for which simula-
tions were carried with demographic pro-
jection tools, the average reduction in pop-
ulation growth was estimated at -0.18 % 
points, it said, adding that the reductions in 
annual population growth rates are, how-
ever, different depending on which country 
is considered.

“In India, the largest of the 18 coun-
tries, the reduction was estimated at only 
-0.08 % point because the country has 
already gone through much of its demo-
graphic transition,” the report said.

“For perspective, India’s annual popu-
lation growth rate is currently at 1.2 % per 
year, versus more than two per cent and in 
some cases three per cent or more per year 
for many other countries included in the 
simulations,” it said.

A
ny regulation 
which governs 
c o m m u n i c a -
tion platforms 

like WhatsApp must be 
through a law, involving 
a legal process which is 
publicly accountable and 
ensures that any regulation 
is necessary and propor-
tionate, instead of through 
vague and ambiguous ex-
ecutive action.

Recent instances of  
mob violence across the 
country indicate a severe 
crisis in our policing and 
law and order systems. The 
government’s response, in 
laying the blame for this 
kind of violence squarely 
on social media, neglects 
the systemic policing crises 
in our states and risks pro-
viding greater justifications 
for broad state censorship.

Media reports of the 
recent incidents have fo-
cused on the spread of viral 
rumours through What-
sApp, which, at over 200 
million users, is by far the 
largest online communica-
tion platform in India. This 
has led to hasty reproaches 
being made by the Ministry 
of Information and Tech-
nology against WhatsApp, 
directing that it “must take 
immediate action to … en-
sure that their platform is 
not used for such malafide 
activities” and that “the 
platform cannot evade ac-
countability and responsi-
bility” for such messages.

Making the platform 
responsible for content by 
its users is disingenuous 
and disregards both the 
technical limitations of the 
platform as well as the risks 
surveillance and censorship 
in allowing vague norms 
to govern communica-
tions over a major network. 
WhatsApp, which provides 
end-to-end encryption for 

safeguarding the privacy of  
a user’s messages, is techni-
cally unable to monitor the 
content of messages on its 
service. Forcing it to do so 
may require it to limit its en-
cryption abilities and could 
enable broad surveillance 
by Facebook (WhatsApp’s 
parent company), as well 
as by government agencies. 
Control over messages also 
means that the network be-
comes subject to state and 
private censorship.

Undoubtedly, the new 
media has played its part 
in fanning tensions and in-
securities within communi-
ties, by enabling the rapid 
spread of misinformation 
and propaganda. Unfor-
tunately, the government 
has constantly resorted to 
control this by using blunt 
methods including shutting 
down the Internet for entire 
cities or states, jeopardising 
civil liberties and the right 
of citizens to access to in-
formation and communi-
cation. The lack of a clear 
law has also emboldened 
executive actions like that 
of a J&K District Magis-
trate requiring all What-
sApp group administrators 
to ‘register’ with the police. 
This speaks to the absence 
of a clear policy and a legal 
framework to address the 
regulation of platforms in a 
hyperconnected world.

Any regulation which 
governs communication 
platforms like WhatsApp 
must be through a law, 
involving a legal process 
which is publicly account-
able and ensures that any 
regulation is necessary 
and proportionate, instead 
of through vague and am-
biguous executive action. 
Specific efforts against dis-
information could include 
tracking and discouraging 
sources of disinformation 
from becoming ‘viral’, en-
couraging credible news 

sources and improving me-
dia literacy. Without taking 
real efforts to combat dis-
information and involving 
the media, technology plat-
forms and civil society, re-
proaches to WhatsApp are 
unlikely to solve anything.

The chimera of  mob 
spontaneity
While the blame for vio-
lence is conveniently shift-
ed to WhatsApp and the 
internet, the systemic fail-
ures of our criminal justice 
and policing institutions 
continue. While fake news 
may be fanning fires, the 
embers of mob violence 
have been burning from 
far before the internet and 
require a deeper examina-
tion. Ranging from com-
munal and caste violence 
in the name of ‘cow protec-
tion’, to targeting women 
as ‘witches’ – mob violence 
has been rampant across 
the country throughout our 
recorded history, including 
those reportedly caused by 
rumours of ‘child lifting’.

Mob violence is con-
veniently explained away 
by governments and me-
dia alike as ‘spontaneous 
eruptions’ of anger within 
crowds, stemming from 
incitements like morphed 
photos or fake propaganda. 
This myth of ‘spontaneous 
violence’ has been proven 
to be an outdated method 
of considering social un-
rest. Many studies on 

communal violence in In-
dia have indicated that so-
called ‘spontaneous’ riots 
are actually the result of de-
liberate attempts to polarise 
or victimise communities, 
a method that political sci-
entist Paul Brass calls ‘insti-
tutionalised riot systems’. 
These systems are usually 
exploited for political, so-
cial and electoral gains. 
Undoubtedly, closer looks 
at the recent instances will 
also reveal deeper causes 
of the insecurities and ten-
sions between communities 
leading to such violent acts.

A useful typology of  
social unrest by the OECD 
considers it as a spectrum 
from dissatisfaction, to or-
ganisation, mobilisation 
and finally to actions of  
political violence like riots. 
At each stage, there is the 
potential for de-escalation 
of this violence. However, 
without such de-escalation, 
every form of social unrest 
has the potential for violent 
outburst. Understanding 
and preventing mob vio-
lence requires us to under-
stand and respond to each 
stage of the escalation and 
the causes underpinning 
them. However, our crimi-
nal justice system seeks 
largely to respond to the 
acts of violence itself, while 
leaving the causal factors 
unchecked.

The crisis in our polic-
ing system compounds the 
failure of the criminal jus-

tice system. Besides being 
severely understaffed and 
starved of critical resourc-
es, the police force is struc-
turally unsuited to serve 
and protect citizens. The 
structure of policing, in a 
continuation of its colonial 
legacy, remains subservi-
ent to political control. Po-
litical interference at every 
stage from investigation to 
prosecution ensures that 
the police is accountable 
not to the citizenry, but to 
the powerful political class 
who is in a position to rep-
rimand them.

No law, no order
Mob violence will not dis-
sipate overnight. Counter-
ing this systematic failure 
of the criminal justice and 
policing system will require 
an overhaul of our legal 
systems and policy objec-
tives. To begin with, police 
reforms calling for greater 
independence need to be 
implemented – reforms 
that have been urged since 
the National Police Com-
mission submitted its first 
reports in the 1970’s have 
been ignored for decades. 
Specifically, the nexus be-
tween state governments 
and the police needs to be 
dismantled by shifting po-
lice supervision to a more 
independent body.

Mechanisms like the 
proposed Police Com-
plaints Authorities need 
to be introduced to ensure 

that the police force is also 
accountable for its failures 
to follow the law. In order 
to improve police intel-
ligence and recognise and 
quell social unrest at its 
roots, initiatives like com-
munity policing and vio-
lence observatories, which 
can be established to sys-
tematically study the causes 
of violence in risk-prone ar-
eas, should be given impe-
tus. These matters need to 
be at the forefront of public 
conversation and political 
demands, and state gov-
ernments must be held to 
account for the failures to 
implement these reforms.

Finally, liability and 
accountability for mob 
violence must not end at 
the actual participants in 
the violence. Those found 
responsible for spreading 
dissatisfaction and organ-
ising or mobilising against 
specific communities must 
also be brought to book. 
These are the actors most 
responsible for ensuring a 
climate of fear and hate.

The time for empty 
rhetoric is long past us. In 
an atmosphere of constant 
tension and distrust, there 
is a constant lurking danger 
of social unrest escalating 
into violent behaviour, un-
less specific interventions 
are urgently made.

(Divij Joshi is a research 
fellow at the Vidhi Centre for 

Legal Policy, Bengaluru.)

DAILY

PATH
He Knows Us

Eat More Fruits, Veggies to Reduce Asthma Symptoms

I
f you have asthma, switch-
ing to a healthy diet of  fruits, 
vegetables and whole grain 
cereals may help in reducing 

the symptoms like difficulty in 
breathing, chest pain and cough-
ing among many other things, ac-
cording to a study.

On the other hand, those who 
take unhealthy diets, with high 
consumption of  meat, salt and 
sugar, are likely to have the poor-
est relief  from asthma symptoms, 
the study showed, suggesting the 
role of  healthy diet in preventing 
the onset of  asthma as well as 
controlling problem in adults. 

“A healthy diet is mostly made 
up of  a high intake of  fruit, veg-
etables and fibre. These have anti-
oxidant and anti-inflammatory 

properties and are elements in a 
healthy diet that potentially lower 
symptoms,” said lead researcher 
Roland Andrianasolo, from Uni-
versity of  Paris 13 in France.

“In contrast, the least healthy 
diets include high consumption 
of  meat, salt, and sugar, and 
these are elements with pro-in-
flammatory capacities that may 
potentially worsen symptoms of  
asthma,” he added.

The results also showed that 
for men and women with asthma 
who adhered to healthy diets, the 
likelihood of  poorly controlled 
symptoms was lower by 60 per 
cent and 27 per cent respectively.

For the study, published in 
European Respiratory Journal, 
the team analysed data from 

34,776 adults. 
Overall, men who ate a 

healthier diet showed a 30 per 
cent lower chance of  experienc-
ing asthma symptoms, while in 
women with healthier diets, the 
chance of  experiencing the symp-
toms was 20 per cent lower.

“The study adds to the evi-
dence on the importance of  a 
healthy diet in managing asthma 
and its possible role in helping 
prevent the onset of  asthma in 
adults. 

“Healthcare professionals 
must find the time to discuss 
diet with their patients, as this 
research suggests it could play 
an important role in preventing 
asthma,” the researchers noted.

Source: IANS

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 139:1–14
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You 

know when I sit and when I rise.       
~  Psalm 139:1–2
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The clouds have 
finally lifted and you should be able to see 
clearly again, Aries. The fire is burning red 
hot and you’ll find people likely to stick up for 

themselves more than usual. You should do the same. 
Arguments could be especially heated today, and in-
teresting facts and revolutionary information will be 
passed from person to person. Make sure you have your 
facts straight before you open your mouth.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your slow and 
steady approach may need a sharp kick in 
the pants today, Taurus. Don’t withhold your 
opinions. This is a time to get it all out on the 

table, despite the tension that it may cause. Strong forc-
es are at work, so don’t be surprised if things get a bit 
more heated than you’re used to. The fact is that incred-
ible breakthroughs can be made through disagreements 
among different types of people.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Try to seek free-
dom and new experiences today, Gemini. This 
is an important time for you to spread your 
wings and explore. Keep in mind that some-

thing or someone may be working to restrain you emo-
tionally. An opposing force is promoting war while you 
insist on keeping things peaceful. Perhaps there’s an im-
portant lesson you need to learn. Be more assertive in 
your actions, and don’t let people walk all over you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): If people insist 
on having things their own way, let them, 
Cancer. Fighting isn’t going to do any good. 
This kind of reaction will only cause more 

tension between you and the other person involved. Ap-
proaching the situation with a hostile attitude will most 
likely result in a lose/lose situation. If arguments do oc-
cur, try not to take things personally. Try your hardest to 
stick with the facts.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Suddenly you’ve 
found your energy again. Your engine is 
oiled up and ready to go, Leo. Put yourself 
in high gear and don’t let anything stand in 

your way. If disagreements with others arise, try to 
keep focused on the lessons that come from the situa-
tion instead of dwelling on the negative aspects. Take 
things to a higher level and don’t be afraid to suggest 
radical change.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may be a bit 
daunted by the frenzy of energy present in 
the air today, Virgo. Try not to get thrown off 
balance by others who may be more abra-

sive than usual. Use this as a time of release for your-
self. By letting others open up the cold, hard truth to 
you, you have the opportunity to let out your own 
truth as well. Unexpected events are likely to come 
on the scene.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t be surprised 
if unexpected actions from others give your 
heart a jolt today, Libra. You could find that 
a strong force of erratic energy affects your 

emotions. It’s working to stir things up quite a bit. Use 
your beliefs and morals as guideposts to help you navi-
gate difficult waters. Stay true to yourself and don’t let 
others make decisions for you. You have the power to 
make very significant breakthroughs.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): It’s time to 
implement the plans you fostered as a result 
of internal processes over the past few days, 
Scorpio. Hop in the driver’s seat and take con-

trol. As you do, you may need to erect a bit of a mental 
barrier. People could be somewhat abrasive, and your 
sensitive nature is susceptible to harsh comments. Take 
things with a grain of salt. Remember that if people criti-
cize you, it’s because they love you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your mood 
should be quite good today, Sagittarius. Gen-
erally, you’ll find that people will react to your 
tendency to take the lead. Keep in mind that 

this also indicates that they’ll probably be more likely to 
fight back. You may have the tendency to lean toward 
the bizarre and unconventional. The route to take today 
is the one that fosters diversity and revolutionary think-
ing. Be a pioneer in every situation.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Be a little 
braver than usual today, Capricorn. Take 
some risks and show others that you have 
the strength to accomplish anything. There 

is a lively, anxious feeling to the day that could make you 
restless. This energy is encouraging you to get up and get 
going. Initiate something rather than wait for someone 
else to take the lead. Don’t be afraid to fail. You’ll never 
succeed if you don’t try.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may 
have the spark that wants to light things to-
day, Aquarius. Indeed, there’s a fast-paced 
tendency to the day that is right up your 

ally. You should be able to accomplish quite a bit un-
der the prevailing trends. Just make sure you’re con-
structive with criticism, and be careful that you aren’t 
too abrasive toward the people you deal with. In other 
words, be nice.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Interaction with 
others may not be especially satisfying for 
you today, Pisces. You could get the feeling 
that other people don’t really care as much 

as you thought they did. Keep in mind that everyone 
is doing the best they can. Most people aren’t as sensi-
tive as you. They probably have no idea what sort of 
impact their words have on you. Give others the ben-
efit of the doubt.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Michael Erard  | Aeon

The Deep Roots of Writing
Was writing invented for accounting 
and administration or did it evolve 
from religious movements, sorcery 

and dreams?

R
ecent scholars of  the history of  
writing describe what was first and 
foremost an administrative tool. 
According to their ‘administrative 

hypothesis’, writing was invented so that early 
states could track people, land and economic 
production, and elites could sustain their 
power. Along the way (their argument goes) 
writing became flexible enough, in how it 
captured spoken language, to be used for po-
etry and letters and, eventually, word games 
such as Mad Libs and fortune cookies. 

The writing/state connection sailed out 
most recently in Against the Grain (2017) by 
James Scott, a political scientist at Yale whose 
goal is to overturn the usual story about how 
civilisation came to be. In his book, he draws 
from accumulated archaeological findings to 
show that large sedentary populations and 
grain agriculture existed long before the first 
states in both Mesopotamia and China. These 
operations came to be coopted by rulers, ruling 
classes and elite interests. The elite didn’t invent 
agriculture or urban living but fashioned the 
oft-told narrative giving them credit for these 
achievements. In his book, Scott assembles a 
political counter-narrative to up-end their story 
of progress and show how people were better 
off when they weren’t subjects.

This counter-narrative needs villains, and 
writing serves this purpose brilliantly, because 
it’s the tool of  power that makes subjects sub-
jects. ‘The state is a recording, registering, 
and measuring machine,’ writes Scott – and 
a coercive machine that makes lists of  names, 
levies taxes, rations food, raises armies, and 
writes rules. ‘The coincidence of  the pristine 
state and pristine writing,’ he writes, ‘tempts 
one to the crude functionalist conclusion that 
would-be state makers invented the forms 
of  notation that were essential to statecraft.’ 
Without writing, Scott argues, there could 
be no state – and without the state, there 
could be no writing. He seems to be saying 
that everything that humans would come to 
write – myths, epic poems, love letters, essays, 
re-assessments of  the history of  civilisation 
– was an epiphenomenon of  bureaucratic pa-
perwork.

As far as I am concerned, however, the 
evidence suggests otherwise. I come to this 
defence of  writing as an unabashed partisan 
of  text, a diehard literate in an age pivoting 
to video – I barely watch television, which 
marks me as a philistine these days. Every 
week seems to bring fresh news of  a dimmer 
future for writing, whether it’s thanks to AI-
curated, voice-operated information interfac-
es or in the hopes pinned on emojis as a uni-
versal writing system. So after reading Scott’s 
book I was moved to throw some gravel at the 
thinking that rolls along this track: if  writing 
is the offspring of  accounting and keeps the 
powerful in power, then let’s unshackle our-

selves and return to purity. 
Who needs writing, anyway? Seen through 

the filter of  a military analogy, writing might 
be like nuclear weapons (which were devel-
oped specifically by the military), or it might 
be like gunpowder, which was discovered by 
alchemists searching for life-prolonging sub-
stances hundreds of  years before its use in 
weapons. The question is this: is writing the 
product of  the state in every single stage of  its 
evolution, invented de novo by administrative 
elites? Or is it composed of  pre-existing repre-
sentational practices that expanded to fill the 
needs of  the state and complex society?

The evidence suggests that writing is 
actually more like gunpowder than like nu-
clear weapons. For one thing, in the four 
wellsprings of  writing, it never (as far as we 
know) sprang forth as fully phonographic but 
evolved to become that – there’s usually some 
kind of  proto-writing, and some kind of  pro-
to-proto-writing. I like to think of  writing as a 
layered invention. First there’s the graphic in-
vention: the notion of  making a durable mark 
on a surface. Humans have been doing this for 
at least 100,000 years – the bureaucracy didn’t 
give humans that power. Then the symbolic 
invention: let’s make this mark different from 
all other marks and assign it a meaning that 
we can all agree on. Humans have been do-
ing this for a long time, too. Then there’s the 
linguistic one: let’s realise that a sound, a syl-
lable and a word are all things in the world 
that can be assigned a graphic symbol. This 
invention depends on the previous ones, and 
itself  is made of  innovations, realisations, so-
lutions and hacks. Then comes the functional 
invention: let’s use this set of  symbols to write 
a list of  captives’ names, or a contract about 
feeding workers, or a letter to a distant garri-
son commander. All these moves belong to an 
alchemy of  life that makes things go boom.

When you consider these layers of  inven-
tion, you discover that early writing in Meso-
potamia, for instance, had no overtly political 
function, as the archaeologist David Wen-
grow at University College London argues 
in What Makes Civilization? (2010). Instead, 
for the first 300-400 years of  early cuneiform 
texts in the region (from about 3300-2900 
BCE), Wengrow sees a bookkeeping func-
tion for managing temple-factories of  the day. 
‘There is hardly any use of  writing for what I 
would view as state-like functions (eg, dynas-
tic monuments, taxation, tribute, narratives 
of  political events) until the Early Dynastic 
period,’ he told me.

We have counting that precedes 
economic organisation, and phonetic 

writing that precedes political functions
This is an even stronger strike against 

the administrative hypothesis than it looks, 
because the counting that was the precursor 
to writing in Mesopotamia didn’t need the 
state to develop. In the 1960s, the archaeolo-
gist Denise Schmandt-Besserat began study-
ing clay tokens – cylinders, pyramids, discs, 
balls – thousands of  which had been found 
all over Middle Eastern archaeological sites, 
though no one had explained what they were. 

These tokens showed up in Neolithic ar-
chaeological sites from 8000 BCE, well 
before the earliest states emerge in Mes-
opotamia. Schmandt-Besserat, whom I 
studied with at the University of  Texas at 
Austin in the early 1990s, argued that the 
tokens went back 10,000 years. She real-
ised that they were markers for objects: 
one cone per unit of  grain, one diamond 
per unit of  honey, and so forth. At first, 
tokens that denoted goods and objects 
were stored in groups; one storage meth-
od was sealing them into hollow clay 
balls. To overcome the obvious draw-
back that the contents of  a sealed enve-
lope can’t be checked, early accountants 
pressed the tokens into the soft, wet sur-
face of  the envelope. By the fourth mil-
lennium, scribes realised that the impressed 
signs made the envelopes redundant – just 
press the tokens into the clay, or better yet, 
create written signs that mimicked tokens. 
Then one more step of  abstraction completed 
the journey: create written signs that capture 
speech-sounds and word-meanings.

The implications are clear, at least for 
Mesopotamia. Early states functioned with-
out writing for nearly 3,000 years before the 
invention of  cuneiform because they had the 
token system for counting. And tokens didn’t 
need the conditions of  the state to develop – 
they preceded the state by 2,000 years. What 
we have is counting that precedes complex 
economic organisation as well as phonetic 
writing that precedes political functions. Both 
trajectories undermine the writing/state argu-
ment.

The administrative hypothesis lacks evi-
dence in other regions where writing devel-
oped, as well. In China, for example, the ear-
liest writing samples, which were divination 
texts carved into bone and turtle shell, date to 
approximately 1320 BCE, but archaeologists 
don’t know whether there was also adminis-
trative, propagandistic or literary writing hap-
pening at the same time. And they don’t know 
what preceded the carved word signs, which 
included names, dates and items of  sacrifice, 
though the confident shape and execution 
of  the characters suggests a well-developed 
scribal class. That, in turn, points to a com-
plex society. But was this society administered 
by forms of  writing? There’s no evidence that 
it was.

Further mysteries are posed by writing in 
Mesoamerica. The most prominent examples 
are Mayan and Zapotec writing, which date 
to 300 BCE and 600 BCE respectively. All 
the existing examples of  Mesoamerican writ-
ing are engravings on rock or murals; writing 
on other materials, such as palm leaf, were 
either lost to decay or destroyed by the Span-
ish conquerors. Before phonetic writing there 
was iconography, and early writing itself  
featured leaders, rulers, prisoner-taking, and 
conquests. Nothing economic or administra-
tive exists.

Over and over, what we see is that writ-
ing is more like gunpowder than like a nuclear 
bomb. In each of  the four sites of  the inde-
pendent invention of  writing, there’s either 
no evidence one way or the other, or there’s 

evidence that a proto-
writing pre-dated the ad-
ministrative needs of  the 
state. Even in Mesopo-
tamia, a phonetic cunei-
form script was used for 
a few hundred years for 
accounting before writ-
ing was used for overtly 
political purposes. As 
far as the reductive argu-
ment that accountants 
invented writing in Mes-
opotamia, it’s true that 
writing came from count-
ing, but temple priests 
get the credit more than 
accountants do. ‘Priests 
invented writing’ is a re-
duction I can live with – 
it posits writing as a tool 
for contacting the super-
natural realm, recording 
the movement of  spirits, 
inspecting the inscrutable 
wishes of  divinities.

As it turns out, the 
popular ‘administrative 

hypothesis’ has run into headwinds among 
other scholars too. In the afterword to the 
essay collection The First Writing (2004), 
Stephen Houston, an anthropologist at Brown 
University in Rhode Island, concluded that 
the administrative hypothesis, though tempt-
ing, ‘remains hypothetical’. Fourteen years 
later, things are unchanged, especially for 
Mesoamerica, Houston told me in a recent 
email. ‘The earliest writing we have appears, 
where we can read it, to be resolutely about 
kings, gods, ritual activities, fetish objects. 
There are plausible grounds to think they had 
cadastrals [listings of  land parcels and who 
owned them] and the like, which appear in 
early Colonial Mexico. But we just don’t have 
the direct evidence.’

Other anthropologists, meanwhile, have 
been looking more closely at historical in-
stances where writing emerges outside of  the 
state – and where states emerge without writ-
ing. Piers Kelly, a linguistic anthropologist at 
the Max Planck Institute for the History of  
Human Evolution in Munich, says that the 
ancient state in Hawaii never used writing 
while some ‘non-state small-scale societies’ 
did. In fact, in various corners of  the Earth 
and throughout history, inventors have craft-
ed alphabets and syllabaries to resist the state.

Kelly studies religiously flavoured politi-
cal movements (and politically flavoured re-
ligious movements) in Southeast Asia and 
West Africa whose charismatic leaders have 
invented writing systems, often after having 
been inspired by otherworldly visions. Kelly 
points out that writing has been reinvented at 
least nine times in Southeast Asia since the 
1840s, mainly by largely non-literate highland 
people whose way of  life was under threat 
from powerful states. ‘As a resistance strat-
egy, the introduction of  rebellious scripts gave 
impetus to the new movements, investing 
their advocates with authority, and rendering 
marginalised languages literally visible,’ Kelly 
writes in a forthcoming paper.

One of  my favourite instances of  this is a 
writing system called Pahawh Hmong, invent-
ed by a Hmong farmer, Shong Lue Yang, in 
the late 1950s when he lived in the mountains 
of  Vietnam. What’s remarkable about this is 
not only that Shong Lue was illiterate – as de-
tailed in the fascinating book The Mother of  
Writing (1990) by William A Smalley, Chia 
Koua Vang and Gnia Yee Yang – but that he 
revised his system four times, with each revi-
sion being more linguistically sophisticated 
than the last. Shong Lue’s invention most 
certainly did not happen in the context of  the 
state, nor was he a privileged scribe; he was a 
squirrel-hunting basket-maker and mountain 
rice-farmer when the writing system was first 
revealed to him, his believers claimed, by two 
mysterious visitors from heaven. No one else 
could read or write it. That would come later, 
after he had taught them.

If  a letter can contain military orders, 
it can also contain sweet nothings
As Shong Lue’s case demonstrates, the 

phonetic achievements of  a writing system 
aren’t the only ones worth noting. The French 
anthropologist Pierre Déléage studies the in-
vention of  writing in many cultural contexts, 
and distinguishes ‘unbound’ forms of  writing 
from ‘bound’ ones. ‘Unbound’ writing in-
cludes the phonetically flexible, multifunction-
al information tool called the Latin alphabet 
that we use to communicate in, say, English 
or French today. Less familiar is ‘bound‘ writ-
ing, which is used to represent narrow types 
of  speaking and often only by a small number 
of  people. An example of  bound writing is 
a Lakota history drawn on a blanket by the 

Lakota warrior Swift Dog, one of  about 100 
known ‘winter counts’, which were records of  
events recorded on buffalo hides. Keepers of  
the winter counts, usually men, created iconic 
depictions of  the significant events, but these 
visuals weren’t all the same. Another example 
is the inscription on the Cascajal block, a slab 
of  serpentine scratched with 62 symbols that 
was discovered in Mexico in the late 1990s 
that dates to 900 BCE – making it the oldest 
writing in the New World, though it’s unde-
ciphered.

Such text appears similar to shamanic 
writing ‘devised by religious specialists, with 
tightly restricted, revelatory functions’, as a 
team of anthropologists wrote in Science in 
2016. Often, bound forms of  writing are used 
in face-to-face contexts alongside spoken lan-
guage. Déléage notes that they exist in nu-
merous North American indigenous cultures 
(the Ojibwa, the Lakota, the Navajo and the 
Kuna), in South America (the Inka, the Ya-
gua and the Bolivian Quechua), and in Asia 
(the Naxi in China and the Dayak in Borneo). 
Déléage argues, convincingly, that to decipher 
bound text, you must know what it’s about, 
and perhaps be an expert in the chant, ritual 
or curse (or whatever) that it captures – hardly 
a useful tool for authoritative control. And, 
he noted, all of  the writing invented in Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, Mesoamerica and China was 
bound when it emerged.

Eventually, bound writing can become 
unbound in the interests of  the state, wheth-
er to further royal politics, run an economy, 
fund the elite – or all three. A huge range 
of  state needs can pressure people to ex-
pand what they need writing for, and thus 
unbinding can carry the force of  invention, 
even if  it’s strictly speaking not one. Sud-
denly, names must be written – local ones 
as well as foreign ones, along with names of  
captives from military forays. Places where 
trade goods come from must be recorded, 
and legal contracts must be drawn up, along 
with standardised lists and letters to distant 
garrison commanders – and then someone 
realises that if  a letter can contain military 
orders, it can also contain sweet nothings. 
All these are perpetuated among the elite 
literate class via scribal schools where lists 
of  terms are standardised and transmitted 
across generations.

On one level, those of  us who write and 
read owe the state a debt of  gratitude. The 
deep history of  your poetic form, your con-
tracts and your epitaph might lie in scrawls on 
a cave wall or lists of  royal ancestors, some of  
them divine, but the achievement of  unbound 
writing stems from the needs and prerogatives 
of  government, in the end.

As a writer of  nonfiction, I can’t help but 
love writing’s roots in enumerating concrete 
objects and reality itself. The textual analyst 
part of  me loves how Mesopotamian tokens 
were wrapped in clay envelopes after being 
impressed on the soft exterior – perhaps clay-
wrapped tokens of  meaning give rise to the 
notion that text is both a surface and an in-
terior, and that that’s what leads us to talk so 
relentlessly (in English and other languages) 
about what is ‘in’ a given text. The poet in 
me wants to repurpose the heavy thumb of  
authority’s use of  writing on behalf  of  the 
powerless. The linguist in me recognises the 
cognitive significance of  the layers of  writ-
ing’s invention, none of  which the brain was 
evolved to do specifically but with which we 
have co-evolved. And as a partisan of  text, I 
know its deep history won’t ever be erased.

(Michael Erard is writer in residence at the 
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in 

Nijmegen in the Netherlands.)
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Rajnath assures Centre’s assistance 
for border development programme 

Storm brews after Tharoor’s BJP 
making India ‘Hindu Pakistan’ remarks

‘Rajasthan panchayat made child sit 
outside house for 10 days, will face action’

Mamata accuses BJP of maligning Missionaries of Charity

After unholy row, Maharashtra spikes 
distributing ‘Bhagavad Gita’ in Mumbai colleges

Goa fish vendors protest over 
FDA raids to detect formalin

Happiness 
Curriculum in 
Delhi govt. schools

SC slams ‘Superman’ Lt Gov for 
doing nothing on Delhi garbage issue

PTI

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh during an interaction with the field level officers to review the Border 
Area Development Programme (BADP), in New Delhi on Thursday.
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 Anil Baijal (File Photo)

PTI

Shashi Tharoor (File Photo)

New Delhi, July 12 (IANS): 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Thursday 
emphasised the need to 
improve social and eco-
nomic infrastructure for 
people residing along the 
international borders so 
that they continue to live 
in their villages, and as-
sured that Centre would 
“continue to provide 
assistance to states” to 
strengthen activities under 
Border Area Development 
Programme (BADP).

The Union Home Min-
ister’s remarks came while 
chairing a meeting to re-
view the ongoing develop-

ment programme being 
run in 17 states -- Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Bihar, Gujarat, Himach-
al Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Manipur, Meg-
halaya, Mizoram, Naga-
land, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Sikkim, Tripura, Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
West Bengal -- which have 
international borders. 

Stressing that the bor-
der population is “strate-
gic asset to the country 
and important element to 
maintain border security”, 
he called for all efforts “to 
improve social and eco-
nomic infrastructure to 

ensure that these people 
continue to live in border 
villages.” 

“The government ac-
cords utmost priority to 
social and economic well-
being of border popula-
tion and to provide them 
all facilities like connec-
tivity, safe drinking wa-
ter, schools, hospitals and 
other facilities to ensure 
sustainable living in these 
areas,” he said. 

Rajnath Singh also as-
sured Centre’s “contin-
ued assistance to states 
to strengthen infrastruc-
ture and development ac-
tivities under the BADP 

besides discussing rel-
evant issues regarding 
implementation of the 
programme and to make 
it more effective”, a Home 
Ministry statement said. 

“Additional funds will 
be made available as per 
requirement. Each model 
village will be provided all 
basic facilities like primary 
health centre, primary 
education, community 
centre, connectivity, drain-
age and drinking water to 
enable sustainable living 
in border areas,” he said, 
as per the statement. 

Thousands of people 
live in inaccessible areas 
along the international 
borders. The funds under 
BADP are provided to the 
states as 100 per cent non-
lapsable special Central 
assistance. 

The programme is 
supplemental in nature 
and the estimated budget 
allocation for the financial 
year 2018-19 is INR 770.97 
crore. 

The outlay under this 
programme has been in-
creased to INR 1,100 crore 
in 2017-18 from INR 990 
crore in 2015-16. For com-
prehensive and all-round 
development of border 
villages, it has been de-
cided to develop 61 model 
villages for which INR 126 
crore has been released to 
the state governments, the 

statement said. 
The Union Home Min-

ister also interacted with 
field and state-level offic-
ers who are implementing 
the BADP.

He also launched the 
BADP online manage-
ment system for better 
planning, monitoring and 
implementation of various 
projects under BADP. 

Border states can sub-
mit their respective annual 
action plans online and 
receive approvals from 
Home Ministry in elec-
tronic mode which will 
bring in transparency in 
the sanction process and 
improve quality of plan-
ning and implementation, 
said the statement.

BADP covers 111 bor-
der districts in 17 states to 
meet special development 
needs of border popula-
tion with focus on people 
living within 50 km of the 
International Border. A to-
tal of INR 13,400 crore has 
been released since the 
programme was initiated 
in 1986-87. 

Union Ministers of 
State for Home Hansraj 
Gangaram Ahir and Kiren 
Rijiju, Union Home Secre-
tary Rajiv Gauba, Special 
Secretary Border Manage-
ment B.R. Sharma and 
other senior Home Minis-
try officials were present in 
the meeting.

New Delhi, July 12 (IANS): 
A  major controversy 
brewed on Thursday over 
Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor’s remarks that 
a Hindu Pakistan would 
be created if the BJP re-
turns to power with the 
Congress asking him to be 
restrained after the saffron 
party attacked him.

T h e  T h i r u v a n a n -
thapuram MP, however, 
refused to retract, say-
ing the BJP-RSS idea of a 
Hindu Rashtra remained 
the mirror image of the 
neighbouring “intolerant 
theocratic state”.

“I have said this before 
and I will say it again. Paki-
stan was created as a state 
with a dominant religion 
that discriminates against 
its minorities and denies 
them equal rights. 

India never accepted 
the logic that had parti-
tioned the country. But the 
BJP-RSS idea of a Hindu 
Rashtra is the mirror im-
age of Pakistan -- a state 
with a dominant majority 
religion that seeks to put 
its minorities in a subordi-
nate place.

“That would be a Hin-
du Pakistan and it is not 
what our freedom move-
ment fought for, nor the 
idea of India enshrined in 
our Constitution,” Tharoor 
wrote on Facebook.

Mumbai/Nagpur, July 12 (IANS): 
After massive protests by the op-
position parties over its purported 
decision to distribute free copies 
of Hindu holy scripture ‘Bhagavad 
Gita’, the state government indicated 
it has halted the move, a prominent 
student union leader said on Thurs-
day

“We met the Joint Director of 
Higher Education, Rohidas Kale and 
registered our strong sentiments 
in the matter. He categorically as-
sured us that the decision has now 
been stayed and a fresh order will 
be issued tomorrow (on Friday),” 
Chhatra Bharati Mumbai President 
Sachin Bansode told IANS.

The Directorate of Education 
had on Wednesday issued a circular 
permitting the A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
group to distribute the Hindu holy 
book to select top 100 colleges in 
Mumbai, which sparked off a huge 
political controversy.

On Thursday, the major op-
position parties attacked the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv Sena in 
the legislature session in Nagpur, 
questioning the need to introduce 

a religious element to academics, 
but the government rejected the al-
legations

Education Minister Vinod Tawde 
said that the proposal had come 
from the A.C. Bhaktivedanta group, 
Thane, which wanted to distribute 
free copies of the Bhagavad Gita, 
on which the Directorate of Higher 
Education took the decision.

“If anybody wants, we can also 
allow distribution of the Bible or 
Quran in colleges. But first, the 
opposition must clarify whether 
they feel Bhagavad Gita is not a 
good enough book to be distributed 
among the students,” he hit back, 
trying to corner the opposition.

State Nationalist Congress Party 
President Jayant Patil said they were 
not opposed to the Bhagavad Gita, 
but questioned the need to distrib-
ute it in educational institutions.

The Congress and Samajwadi 
Party leaders also strongly con-
demned the government move.

Tawde made it clear that the gov-
ernment has not ordered purchase 
of any copies of the Bhagavad Gita, 
nor was involved in the distribution 

of the holy book by the A.C. Bhak-
tivedanta group.

“Upon their request, we had pro-
vided them with the list of colleges 
which they had approached, plus 
they kept some copies at the DHE 
from where the colleges were asked 
to come and collect their quota,” he 
said.

The Chhatra Bharati Mumbai 
and the Republican Vidyarthi Sena 
were among the student organisa-
tions which asked why religious 
books should be mixed in the aca-
demic curriculum.

The Bhim Army stepped into the 
picture by warning of an agitation if 
the distribution of ‘Bhagavad Gita’ 
was not stopped immediately.

“Instead, the government must 
distribute copies of the Indian Con-
stitution to the students,” said a 
party spokesperson.

“The DHE has already said that a 
fresh circular stopping the distribu-
tion of Bhagavad Gita will be issued 
tomorrow (Friday). If they fail to 
do so, we shall launch an agitation 
outside its office,” the spokesperson 
added.

Kolkata, July 12 (IANS): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Thursday accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of making “malicious 
attempts to malign” the 
Mother Teresa-founded 
Missionaries of Charity 
(MOC).

“Mother Teresa her-
self set up Missionaries 
of Charity. And now they 
are also not being spared. 
Malicious attempts to 
malign their name. The 

Sisters are being targeted. 
#BJP want to spare no one. 
Highly condemnable. Let 
MOC continue to do their 
work for the poorest of the 
poor,” Banerjee tweeted.

The Trinamool Con-
gress supremo’s com-
ments came amid com-
plaints that trafficking and 
selling of children were 
rampant in Jharkhand’s 
Ranchi Nirmal Hriday, a 
Missionaries of Charity 
shelter home. 

Jharkhand Police had 

arrested a nun and an 
employee of the Catholic 
Order last week for alleg-
edly selling a child of an 
unwed mother for INR 1.2 
lakh to an Uttar Pradesh-
based couple. According 
to police, 450 pregnant 
women were admitted in 
various homes, run by the 
Order founded by Mother 
Teresa, between 2015 and 
2018, but there are records 
of only 170 childbirths and 
no information about the 
remaining 280.

The matter came to 
light when the couple, 
who had taken a newborn 
from the charity home in 
May, complained that they 
had paid INR 1.2 lakh for 
medical care and delivery 
of the child, but the baby 
was taken back by the 
charity with assurances 
of returning it after court 
procedures.

T h e  c o u p l e  c o m -
plained to the Child Wel-
fare Society after they 
failed to get the child.

Panaji, July 12 (PTI): 
Fish traders in Goa to-
day stopped operations 
in protest after wholesale 
markets in the state were 
raided by the Food and 
Drug Administration to 
ascertain the levels of for-
malin in fish.

The protest resulted in 
a scarcity of fish across the 
coastal state, said officials.

Officials said that FDA 
teams first raided and 
sealed operations at the 
Margao wholesale fish 
market and seized 17 
trucks carrying fish.

The FDA action at 
Margao market was after a 
preliminary “on the spot” 
analysis of fish showed 
the presence of formalin 
or formaldehyde, said of-
ficials.

The move, however, 
upset fish vendors who 
asked their counterparts 
in other fish markets, in-
cluding those at Mapusa 
and Panaji, to stop opera-

tions as a mark of protest.
The vendors contin-

ued with the shutdown 
despite a meeting with 
Goa Agriculture Minister 
Vijai Sardesai who also 
discussed the matter with 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Parrikar.

The situation eased, 
said officials, after the FDA 
certified that the formalin 
content in the fish was 
within permissible limits 
and that it was safe for 
consumption.

While today’s business, 
generally conducted in the 
early hours of the morn-
ing, got stalled due to the 
protest, fish markets are 
expected to remain open 
tomorrow, they added.

FDA Director Jyoti 
Sardesai said two of its 
teams had fanned out, 
since 4am today, in the 
fish markets in North and 
South Goa districts.

“The South Goa team 
visited the wholesale fish 

market at Margao and 
collected samples of fish, 
mainly from the vehicles 
arriving from states such 
as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka,” she said.

“ T h e s e  s a m p l e s 
showed the presence of 
formaldehyde.

Hence, as a precau-
tionary move, we instruct-
ed fish vendors to not 
distribute it till detailed 
laboratory reports were 
available,” she informed.

The fish was then test-
ed at the FDA laboratory 
in Bambolim near Panaji. 
the official said. “The re-
sults showed that the the 
presence of formalin was 
within permissible limits. 
The fish is safe for con-
sumption,” she added.

The FDA Director add-
ed that fish tested from 
Panaji market in North 
Goa also showed the same 
results and were then de-
clared fit for consumption.

New Delhi, July 12 (IANS): 
Delhi Education Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia on 
Thursday said the ‘Hap-
piness Curriculum’ will 
be introduced next week 
in schools run by the city 
government.

“Our 18,000 teachers 
will take Happiness Cur-
riculum classes for the stu-
dents of nursery to class 
eight,” Sisodia told the 
media. The students of 
Delhi government schools 
will have a 45-minute 
‘happiness period’ which 
will include meditation, 
storytelling, question and 
answer sessions, value 
education and mental ex-
ercises.

The activity-based cur-
riculum, launched on July 
2 by spiritual leader Dalai 
Lama in the presence of 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal and Sisodia, will not 
have any formal examina-
tions.

New Delhi, July 12 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday expressed dis-
pleasure on the failure of 
Delhi Lt Governor, whom 
it termed “Superman”, for 
not taking effective steps 
to tackle garbage prob-
lem in the city, after his 
office admitted that gar-
bage management comes 
within its jurisdiction.

A bench of Justice 
Madan B.  Lokur and 
Justice Deepak Gupta 
slammed Lt. Governor 
Anil Baijal for not taking 
appropriate action on 
the issue of solid waste 
management in Delhi 
and took into note that 
he did not attend crucial 

meetings on the issue and 
had not passed any direc-
tions too.

O n  Tu e s d a y,  t h e 
bench had asked who is 
responsible for clearing 
the “mountain loads of 
garbage” - those answer-
able to the Delhi Lt Gover-
nor or the Chief Minister 
and in response, both the 
Delhi government and the 
Lt Governor on Thursday 
told the court that the Lt 
Governot has the power 
to issue directions to au-
thorities concerned under 
the provisions of Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 
Act on disposal of solid 
waste.

The bench said the 

meetings held by the Delhi 
Health Minister would not 
be not accepted by the 
Lt Governor because he 
would say it was chaired 
by someone without au-
thority. “Who is the Health 
Minister according to LG?” 
asked the court.

“Nobody from LG’s of-
fice bothered to attend 
meetings and he says I 
have the power. 

I am Superman... It’s 
passing buck, he says ‘I am 
responsible, I will not do 
anything, but you will be 
blamed’,” the bench said.

The court, which was 
upset as there was no con-
crete plan for solid waste 
management in the city 
and said “mountains of 
garbage” (three landfill 
sites) - Ghazipur, Okhla 
and Bhardwaj - indicate 
that Delhi is facing a grave 
situation and directed the 
Lt Governor’s office to file 
an affidavit by July 16 on 
the time frame about the 
steps to be taken to deal 
with the situation.

The top court, hear-
ing a matter related to 
implementation of the 
Solid Waste Management 
Rules, had earlier directed 
the Central government 
to file a chart indicating 
whether the states and 
union territories have 
constituted state-level ad-
visory boards in accord-
ance with the provisions 
of Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules 2016.

The parliamentarian 
said Hindus like him cher-
ish the inclusive nature of 
their faith and have no de-
sire to live “as our Pakistani 
neighbours are forced to, 
in an intolerant theocratic 
state.

“We want to preserve 
India and not turn our be-
loved country into a Hindu 
version of Pakistan.”

The Facebook post 
came in response to criti-
cism from the BJP which 
said “such kind of abuses 
for the Indian democracy” 
by Tharoor had become 
the constant feature of the 

Congress.
“By saying Hindu Pa-

kistan you have attacked 
the democracy of India 
and the Congress has at-
tacked the Hindus of the 
country. This is condem-
nable. 

This has been the 
nature of the Congress 
that while hating Modi, 
they have crossed all the 
lines and they start at-
tacking the country,” BJP 
spokesperson Sambit 
Patra said.

Patra asked Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi to 
explain Tharoor’s remarks 

and apologise.
“The Congress was re-

sponsible for creation of 
Pakistan because of its 
ambitions yet again it has 
gone ahead to demean 
India and defame Hindus 
of India. 

The country demands 
an explanation (from Gan-
dhi) how your party is con-
tinuously and constantly 
denigrating the beauty of 
this beautiful country. You 
cannot do this.”

Tharoor has been 
asked to exercise caution 
and be restrained in his re-
marks, a Congress source 
said.

Speaking on “Threats 
faced by Indian Democ-
racy and Secularism” at 
an event in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, he said: “The 
great danger is that if they 
are able to win a repeat 
of their current strength 
in the Lok Sabha, then 
frankly our democratic 
constitution as we under-
stand will not survive be-
cause they will have all the 
three elements they need 
to tear up the Constitu-
tion of India and write a 
new one.

“That will be a new one 
which will enshrine the 
principle of Hindu Rash-
tra, will remove equal-
ity for minorities, that will 
create a Hindu Pakistan.”

Jaipur, July 12 (IANS): Strict action 
will be taken against the village of-
ficials who made a five-year old girl 
in Rajasthan’s Bundi sit alone outside 
her house since July 3 as punishment 
for breaking a bird’s egg, Rajasthan 
child rights panel chief Manan 
Chaurvedi said on Thursday.

Talking to IANS, Chaturvedi, who 
visited Hindoli village where the inci-
dent occurred, said that the little girl 
was made to feel like an untouch-
able and was made to sit outside her 
home for 11 days. 

Chaturvedi said that it was only 
after a district administration team 
rushed to the village on Wednesday 
on coming to know of the situation, 
the girl was allowed to enter her 
house.

 “However, before her entry,she 
was asked to have ‘ganga snan’ 
(ritualistic bath) to purify herself of 

charges of sin of ‘jeev hatya’ (killing 
a being),” she said.

The punishment came when 
the girl, who went to school for the 
first time on July 2 and standing in 
a queue to get milk as part of the 
mid-day meal scheme in Rajasthan, 
accidentally crushed the bird egg.

The mistake brought her the 
biggest trauma as she was ordered 
ostracised from society for 11 days 
by the panchayat. Initially, the pan-
chayat members asked her father 
to give them snacks and liquor, and 
then sought to force him for his un-
paid loan of INR 1,500.

The poor man, who was unable 
to repay the loan, was then given 
harshest punishment that was of 
social boycott for his daughter, with 
the panchayat ruling that no one will 
accept water from her or visit her, 
said Chaturvedi.

The girl’s pregnant mother was 
also threatened to be isolated during 
her delivery, she added.

The child rights panel chief said 
that directions have been issued 
to child welfare officials to imme-
diately get an FIR registered in the 
case against village heads on charge 
of separating a mother from her 
child and for following caste-based 
torture.  She said Block Development 
Officials have been asked to have 
regular interaction with sarpanchs of 
each village in their blocks to make 
them aware against following such 
practices or else they shall be dealt 
strictly, she said.

Bhavna Singh, SDO, Hindoli, 
said that girl now looks happy and 
sound and there seems to be no 
psychological pressure on her and 
as directed by Chaturvedi, an FIR will 
be lodged in the case. 
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London, July 12 (PTI): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump arrived 
here today on his maiden visit 
to the UK during which he will 
hold talks with Prime Minister 
Theresa May over closer post-
Brexit ties and have an audience 
with the Queen, amid mass pro-
tests including a giant ‘Trump 
baby’ in a nappy to oppose his 
controversial policies.

Protests  are expected 
against Trump, whose poli-
cies - including a travel ban on 
a number of predominantly 
Muslim countries, the deten-
tion of child migrants on the 
US-Mexico border and the im-
position of tariffs on EU steel 
and aluminium exports - have 
all been criticised by the UK.

Trump and US First Lady 
Melania Trump touched down 
in their Air Force One at Stan-
sted Airport in the east of Eng-
land from the NATO summit in 
Brussels.

A helicopter took them from 
the airport to the US ambassa-
dor’s residence here.

Trump’s visit to the UK, the 
12th US President to make such 
a tour, comes amid what he de-
scribed as “turmoil” for the UK 
government, as Prime Minister 
May faces down rebellion from 

within her own party over her 
Brexit strategy.

Earlier this week, Trump 
said it was “up to the people” 
whether the prime minister 
stayed on after two senior Cabi-
net ministers resigned within 
hours over her Brexit policy. The 
visit is seen as crucial at setting 
the course for a closer trading 
relationship between the two 
countries.

Hours before his arrival 
here, Trump said he is “fine” 
about any protests during his 
visit to the UK.

Speaking at the NATO sum-
mit in Brussels, Trump said the 
UK was a “pretty hot spot right 
now”, apparently referring to 
the political crisis faced by May 
on the Brexit issue.

“You see what’s going on 
throughout the world with 
immigration...I think that’s why 
Brexit happened,” he said.

Trade and security links, 
Brexit and the Middle East are 
among the issues to be dis-
cussed by Trump and May.

A brief visit to the newly-
relocated US Embassy at Nine 
Elms in south-west London is 
also believed to be on the cards. 
Trump had infamously dubbed 
the new site as a “lousy loca-

tion” when he decided to cancel 
a planned visit for its official 
opening earlier this year.

While the visit has not been 
accorded the formal State Visit 
grandeur, May will seek to make 

up for it with a gala black-tie 
dinner hosted by her for around 
100 guests in the spectacular 
setting of Blenheim Palace in 
Oxfordshire. 

The Trumps, as the guests 

of honour, will interact with 
leaders of UK business sec-
tors such as financial services, 
travel, creative industries, food 
and drink, engineering, tech, 
infrastructure, pharmaceuticals 
and defence.

Downing Street has said that 
the dinner, at the birthplace and 
ancestral home of Britain’s war-
time prime minister Winston 
Churchill, is intended to “cel-
ebrate the strong business links 
between our two countries” at a 
time when the UK is hoping to 
strike a free trade deal with the 
US following Brexit.

Following the gala event at 
the 18th century country house, 
Trump and his wife will come to 
central London to spend a night 
at US Ambassador Woody John-
son’s official London residence, 
Winfield House, in Regent’s 
Park.

An all-night noise protest 
“Keep Trump Awake in London” 
is due to take place outside 
Winfield House from 8 p.m. 
local time tonight, with the 
intention of causing a sleepless 
night for Trump. Protesters have 
been encouraged to bring pots, 
drums and vuvuzelas.

But besides that, the US 
president is set to avoid much of 

the mass protests as most of his 
official engagements have been 
planned outside London. His 
wife, who will spend Friday with 
the prime minister’s husband, 
Philip May, is likely to experi-
ence some of it when she visits 
a school in the city.

Tomorrow, May and Trump 
will visit an unnamed defence 
site to view a demonstration 
of UK military capabilities, as 
a showcase of integrated UK-
US military training. They will 
then move on to Chequers, 
the prime minister’s country 
retreat in Buckinghamshire, for 
a working lunch and “bilateral 
talks on a range of international 
issues”.

Trump will then join wife 
Melania as they head to Wind-
sor Castle for their audience 
with the Queen before flying 
out to Scotland, where they are 
expected to visit both Trump 
Turnberry and Trump Interna-
tional Golf Links Scotland.

After a weekend break in 
Scotland, they are expected to 
move on to Finland for Trump’s 
much-hyped summit with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin in 
Helsinki on July 16.

The UK’s Police Federation 
has warned the visit will put 

“unquestionable pressure” on 
police forces as tens of thou-
sands of people are expected 
to protest against Trump in 
London and Glasgow.

A giant 20-foot balloon de-
picting an orange and angry 
baby Trump in a nappy will rise 
above Parliament Square Gar-
dens tomorrow after London 
Mayor Sadiq Khan led Greater 
London Authority gave permis-
sion for it to fly. 

The largest  protest  is 
planned tomorrow afternoon, 
when over 50,000 protesters 
are expected to march from the 
BBC building in Portland Place 
to Trafalgar Square in the heart 
of London.

The Together Against Trump 
procession will be joined by a 
splinter protest called Trumpets 
Against Trump, which aims to 
provide a wake-up call against 
the normalisation of fascism . 

Police forces from across 
the country have been asked 
to send officers to assist the 
Metropolitan Police. Smaller 
demonstrations are also ex-
pected to be held around the 
UK, including cities like Devon, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Belfast, 
Norwich, Manchester, Leeds 
and Liverpool.

Tokyo, July 12 (PTI/AFP): 
Japanese rescue work-
ers searched the ruins of 
homes today looking for 
dozens of people still miss-
ing after deadly rains that 
killed more than 200 peo-
ple. 

Operations were under 
way to dig out and clear 
up after the devastating 
floods and landslides that 
engulfed entire neighbour-
hoods.

But with around 60 peo-
ple still feared missing, local 
authorities said they would 
continue searching house 
by house looking for survi-
vors, or victims.

“The critical 72 hours 
have passed,” acknowl-
edged Mutsunari Imawaka, 
an official with Okayama 
prefecture, one of the 
worst-hit regions.

“But we will continue 
our search believing there 
are still survivors,” he told 
AFP.

He said at least 18 peo-
ple were missing in Okaya-
ma alone, and that sev-
eral thousand people were 
checking houses across the 
region.

Televis ion footage 
showed dozens of rescu-
ers, including troops, re-
moving massive rocks with 
mechanical diggers from 
houses buried in landslides.

Rescuers were also 
manually shovelling dirt to 
search for missing people.

The rains are the deadli-
est weather-related disaster 
in over three decades in 
Japan, and the size of the 

death toll has raised ques-
tions about whether au-
thorities were sufficiently 
prepared.

Government spokes-
man Yoshihide Suga said 
the death toll from the dis-
aster reached 201.

“Since a lot of people 
are still unaccounted for, we 
are carrying out rescue op-
erations under a policy that 
saving lives is the top prior-
ity,” Suga told reporters.

“Being determined to 
do whatever we can do as 
a government, we want to 
continue tackling restora-
tion and reconstruction 
in the disaster zone,” he 
added.

On Wednesday Suga 
said there would be a review 
of disaster management 
policies.

“In recent years we have 
seen damage from heavy 
rains that is much worse 
than in previous years,” he 
said.

“We have to review 
what the government can 
do to reduce the risks.” 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
who cancelled a foreign 
trip as the death toll rose 
this week, brushed aside 
criticism of the response 
during a trip to Okayama 
yesterday.

“We have done our 
best since the disaster hap-

pened,” local media quoted 
him as saying.

Today, he pledged to 
ramp up help for affected 
areas and said the govern-
ment had secured around 
71,000 temporary homes 
for evacuees.

“Looking ahead, as we 
are expecting a massive 
amount of disaster-gener-
ated waste, I plan to send 
a team to each prefecture 
to support” clean-up ef-
forts, Abe said, according 
to footage of a morning 
meeting broadcast on local 
television.

The government has 
already said it will set aside 
around 20 million for the 

relief effort and Abe said 
there would be financial 
support for local govern-
ments to help with the re-
construction effort.

Abe, who is expected 
to visit another disaster-
affected area on Friday, said 
the government would “do 
everything we can so that 
people will not have to con-
tinue living in uncomfort-
able situations in shelters”.

Around 10,000 people 
whose homes were buried 
by landslides or submerged 
in flood waters are still in 
shelters. Even some of those 
whose homes were not de-
stroyed were struggling 
with water and electricity 
shortages.

Military vehicles were 
being used to bring drink-
ing water to areas with-
out supplies, and a steady 
stream of volunteers were 
signing up to help the 
clean-up operation or offer 
donations.

The scale of the disaster 
means the process of re-
turning to normal life will 
be slow, officials said.

“We don’t know how 
long it will take for the re-
covery,” said Okayama of-
ficial Imawaka. 

“The roads and water 
systems are damaged, so 
it’s hard to predict at this 
moment.” And authorities 
warned against the ongo-
ing risk of landslides, with 
rain forecast in some areas 
today, as well as heatstroke 
in other places where tem-
peratures approached 35 
degrees celsius.

Islamabad, July 12 (PTI): Na-
waz Sharif’s petition to transfer 
the remaining two corruption 
cases against him to another 
accountability court was dis-
missed today, in another blow to 
the embattled former Pakistan 
prime minister on the eve of his 
return to the country and pos-
sible arrest. 

Sharif, who is currently in 
London to be with his ailing wife 
Kulsoom, will return to Pakistan 
tomorrow evening, days after 
being sentenced to 11 years in 
prison by an anti-corruption 
court in the Avenfield properties 
case, one of the three corruption 

cases against him following the 
Panama Papers scandal.

Judge Muhammad Bashir 
of the Islamabad Accountabil-
ity Court stated that after pass-
ing the judgment and framing 
charges on members of the 
Sharif family, he can not recuse 
himself from the case, Geo TV 
reported.

To transfer the case to 
another court, relevant high 
court authorities need to be ap-
proached, and if the case is to 
be transferred across provinces, 
then the Supreme Court needs 
to be consulted with, the chan-
nel quoted the judge as saying. 

The Sharif family is now fac-
ing two more corruption cases 
in the accountability court Al-
Azizia Steel Mills and Flagship 
Investments in which they are 
accused of money laundering, 
tax evasion and hiding offshore 
assets, The News reported.

Apart from 68-year-old 
Sharif, the accountability court 
sentenced his daughter Mar-
yam and son-in-law Capt (re-
tired) Safdar to jail in the Aven-
field properties case. The Sharifs 
owned four apartments in the 
posh Mayfair area in London.

Sharif and Maryam would 
be arrested the moment they 

land in Pakistan, officials have 
said.

During today’s hearing, 
Khawaja Haris, Sharif’s coun-
sel, stated that Judge Bashir had 
already made public his opin-
ion on the Joint Investigation 
Team’s report and on the Gulf 
Steel Mills.

Haris clarified that for the 
purpose of upholding justice, 
the transfer was requested as 
Judge Bashir’s opinions are now 
in the open. 

The judge remarked that 
he would include all of Haris’ 
objections in the order, to which 
the defence counsel requested 

an adjournment of the hearing 
till July 16 so that they may con-
tact relevant higher authorities.

Sharif’s counsel maintained 
that there are similarities in the 
cases, and since Judge Bashir’s 
viewpoint on those points is 
already in the open, a request for 
a new judge was made. 

The National Accountability 
Bureau’s (NAB) prosecutor was 
of the opinion that since Judge 
Bashir has heard all sides of the 
case, he should continue the 
hearings. 

The hearing was then ad-
journed till July 17, the reports 
said.

London, July 12 (IANS): The British 
government on Thursday pub-
lished the long-awaited white 
paper on Brexit seeking to create a 
free trade area with the EU. Prime 
Minister Theresa May said it deliv-
ers on the Brexit vote.

The 98-page document, titled 
“The Future Relationship between 
the UK and the EU”, was published 
amid chaotic scenes in the House 
of Commons. It spelled out that 
workers from the other 27 EU 
member states will be able to travel 
to Britain visa-free to take up tem-
porary employment, the Guardian 
reported.

It also stated that businesses 
that provide services will be able to 
move their talented people to and 
from Europe and Britain. Media 
reports in London said the white 
paper had been amended to sof-
ten the restrictions on Europeans 
coming to Britain after Brexit.

Dominic Raab, newly-appoint-
ed Brexit Secretary after the shock 
resignation of David Davis, gave 
details of the proposals to MPs in 
the Commons. The release of the 
document sparked chaotic scenes 
when it became apparent that 
copies of the paper were not im-
mediately available to MPs.

He described the proposals as 
a “principled and practical Brexit”, 
describing the white paper as “the 
most significant Brexit publica-
tion” since the referendum in 2016.

Asked if there was a possibility 

of no-deal being struck between 
the EU and Britain, Raab said every 
eventuality was being planned 
for, but his aim was to see a future 
trade deal with Brussels.

May said the document “deliv-
ers on the Brexit people voted for”. 
But, pro-Brexit politicians vowed 
to table amendments saying May’s 
plan did not amount to Britain fully 
leaving the EU. It will see Britain 
leaving the European single mar-
ket and the customs union.

The Department for Exiting the 
EU said the document proposed 
“a free trade area for goods that 
ensured continued frictionless 
access at the border, protected 
jobs and livelihoods and ensured 
Britain and EU meet their shared 
commitments to Northern Ireland 
and Ireland”. 

Raab said the white paper 
outlined a vision that respects 
the result of the referendum and 
delivers a principled and practical 
Brexit. “It would maintain friction-
less trade in goods between the 
UK and the EU through a new free 
trade area, responding to the needs 
of business,” he said. Tory Brexiteer 
Jacob Rees-Mogg said it was a “bad 
deal for Britain”. 

EU’s chief negotiator Michel 
Barnier said he would analyse 
them (proposals) with the Euro-
pean Parliament and member 
states and was “looking forward” 
to negotiations with the UK next 
week.

Dhaka, July 12 (IANS): Bangladesh 
and Malaysia are preparing to sign 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on defence training and tech-
nical cooperation.

The announcement was made 
after a meeting of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina and visiting Malaysian 
Defence Minister Mohamad bin Sabu 
at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 
in Dhaka on Thursday, the state-run 
news agency BSS reported.

Hasina’s Press Secretary Ihsanul 
Karim said Hasina and the Malaysian 
minister discussed the issues of coop-
eration in defence sector, Rohingya 
and matters of other mutual interests.

The Press Secretary said Hasina 

laid importance on continued inter-
national pressure on Myanmar to take 
back Rohingyas. An island is being de-
veloped to relocate the Rohingyas to 
help them to live in a better condition.

Mohamad bin Sabu appreciated 
the gesture of Bangladesh for giving 
shelter to a large number of displaced 
Rohingyas, saying his country would 
continue the support for repatriation 
of the Myanmar nationals to their 
homeland. 

Hasina also briefed the Malaysian 
minister on Bangladesh’s progress 
in the agriculture sector, success of 
research in producing saline and 
drought-tolerant rice and archiving 
self-sufficiency in food production.

Berlin, July 12 (IANS): A German court 
on Thursday ruled that the extradition of 
former Catalan president Carles Puigde-
mont would be legally admissible on one of 
the charges brought against him by authori-
ties in Spain, but not on two others.

Puigdemont, who currently lives 
in self-imposed exile in Germany, was 
wanted by a magistrate at Spain’s national 
court for allegedly committing the crimes 
of rebellion, sedition and embezzlement 
when his government held an independ-
ence referendum on October 1, 2017, that 
had been deemed unlawful because it 
breached the Spanish Constitution, re-
ports Efe news.

The high court of the state of Schleswig-
Holstein said that, following a request by 
state prosecutors, it considered “extradition 
for the charge of rebellion inadmissible”, 
since the alleged acts “fulfilled neither the 
German offence of high treason”.

The court added that Puigdemont could 

not be considered the “intellectual leader” 
of any violence that occurred in the days 
leading up to and after the referendum.

With regard to the allegation of misap-
propriation of public funds, the court up-
held its earlier assessment and declared an 
extradition would be admissible on those 
grounds, as there was some evidence that 
Puigdemont was co-responsible for the 
introduction of financial obligations to the 
detriment of public coffers.

“As regional president, (Puigdemont) 
could have easily foreseen that the imple-
mentation of a referendum would cost 
money,” the court said. 

However, the court refrained from or-
dering the detention of Puigdemont while 
he awaits a final decision on the extradition, 
arguing that the former Catalan president 
had always complied with the conditions 
of his release on bail after he was arrested 
while crossing the Danish-German border 
on March 25.

Brussels, July 12 (PTI/AFP): US President Donald 
Trump said today that he sees his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin as a “competitor”, not an 
“enemy”, days before they meet for a high-stakes 
summit. 

“Someone said ‘is he an enemy?’ No, he’s not my 
enemy. Is he your friend? No, I don’t know him well 
enough, but the couple of times I’ve gotten to meet 
him we got on very well. “But ultimately he’s a com-
petitor. He’s representing Russia, I’m representing 
the United States,” Trump added.  “Hopefully some 
day he’ll be a friend, I just don’t know.” 

Trump said he would be discussing the civil war 
in Syria, the conflict in Ukraine, as well as allegations 
of Russian meddling in the 2016 US election.

“I will be asking about meddling, your favourite 
question,” he told reporters during a press confer-
ence on the sidelines of a NATO summit in Brussels.

“All I can do is say ‘did you?’ and ‘don’t do it again’. 
He may deny,” Trump added.

The US president was also asked if he would be 
prepared to recognise Crimea as part of Russia after 
it was annexed from Ukraine by Moscow in 2014.

Some news reports and analysts have suggested 
Trump might be prepared to concede the territory to 
Putin in exchange for cooperation in Syria.

“What will happen to Crimea from this point 
on? That I can’t tell you, but I’m not happy about 
Crimea.”  Trump blamed his predecessor Barack 
Obama “who allowed it to happen.” 

“That was on Barack Obama’s watch, that was 
not on Trump’s watch. Would I have allowed it to 
happen? No, I would not.” 

He also said that he expected to discuss NATO 
military exercises near the Russia border in the Baltic 
Sea, which Moscow considers provocative.

European nations are desperate for the US to 
maintain its military commitment to continue 
defending the continent under the NATO military 
alliance. 

“We’ll be talking about it,” Trump said. 

Peshawar, July 12 (PTI): The iconic 
Buddha of Swat, carved on a cliff in 
the 7th century, has been restored 
to its almost original form with 
Italian assistance in the troubled 
northwestern Pakistan, nearly 11 
years after it was dynamited by the 
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
during their control over the area.

Buddha seated in a meditative 
posture, which is considered one of 
the largest rock sculptures in South 
Asia, was attacked in September 
2007 by the Taliban militants, who 
blew up half the statue’s face by 
drilling holes into the face and 
shoulders and inserting explosives, 
triggering a worldwide anger.

The Italian government in-
vested 2.5 million euros (USD 2.9 
million) in five years to preserve the 
cultural heritage and restore the six-
metre tall Buddha of Swat, depicted 
in a lotus position at the base of a 
granite cliff. Luca Maria Olivieri, an 
Italian archaeologist who oversaw 
the restoration of the Buddha of 
Swat, said the rehabilitation of the 
site has not been easy.

The Italian Archaeologist said 
the reconstruction is not identical, 
but that is deliberate, as “the idea 
of damage should remain visible”.

The restoration started in 2012 
in phases with the application of a 
coating to protect the damaged part 
of the sculpture. The reconstruction 
of the face itself was first prepared 
virtually in the laboratory, in 3D, 
using laser surveys and old photos.

Trump arrives in London on his maiden visit to UK amid protests

Japan tackles clean-up as rains toll tops 200

Pak anti-corruption court dismisses Sharif ’s plea to transfer remaining  cases UK publishes Brexit White Paper 
for free trade area with EU

Bangladesh, Malaysia to sign 
MoU on defence training

Ex-Catalan leader’s extradition 
legally admissible — German court

Putin is a ‘competitor’, 
not an ‘enemy’ — Trump

Buddha of Swat smiles 
nearly 11 years after 
Taliban dynamited it

AP/PTI

U.S. President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump disembark from 
Air Force One as they arrive at London Stansted Airport in Stansted, England, 
Thursday, July 12, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Rescuers remove driftwood from a residential area after flooding caused by heavy rains hit Kumano town, 
Hiroshima prefecture, southwestern Japan, Thursday, July 12, 2018. Heavy rains during the past week trig-
gered widespread flooding and landslides in southwestern Japan. 
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Rage Against The Machine slams 
Nigel Farage in cease and desist letter
Lawyers representing Rage Against The Machine have hit former UKIP leader Nigel Farage with a 
cease and desist letter after the politician named his podcast Farage Against The Machine.
The letter was sent to Farage earlier this week, saying that the broadcast on LBC radio, “brazenly 
and unlawfully” exploits the group’s name and logo and calls any implication of RATM’s “endorse-
ment” of Farage “particularly abhorrent.” The legal document obtained by Blast adds: “RATM has 
publicly denounced the type of right-wing ideology you espouse for decades; in fact, that has been 
an integral part of the band’s identity and purpose. The letter suggests that Farage “find some 
other target to troll. We suggest President Trump.” (Loudersound)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

10am, 8pm: Sanju (Hindi)

1pm, 3.15 pm, 5.30 pm: 
Ant Man and The Wasp 

(Eng 2d)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Black Sabbath’s Symptom Of The Universe 
named the greatest riff of all time

IFFM: ‘Padmaavat’, ‘Sanju’ lead 
nominations for awards

Kylie Jenner on cover of Forbes’s 
‘richest self-made women’ issue

B
lack Sabbath’s classic 
1975 track Symptom 
Of The Universe fea-
tures the greatest riff of 
all time, according to 

the new issue of Metal Hammer 
magazine.

We asked some of metal’s most 
proficient players to name their 
favourite riffs – and Tony Iommi’s 
slab of Sabotage majesty saw off all 
competition to climb to the top of 
the 50 best.

Zeal & Ardor’s Manuel Gagneux 
says: “Symptom Of The Universe 
further cements Tony Iommi as 
a riff machine! The palm-muted 
opening notes get their unmistak-
able sheen from the thin strings he 
uses. 

“This song debuted elements 
that are still echoed throughout the 
heavy music landscape.” 

Speaking to Metal Hammer, 
Sabbath icon Iommi says that back 

in 1975, he wasn’t in competition 
with anyone else when it came to 
riffs… except himself.

He adds: “I would always try 
to come up with more and 

more 

in-
ven-
tive 
ideas 
– dif-
ferent 
tun- ings, 
changing the 
amps, just fid- dling 
about with the guitars 
really. 

“I would constantly be trying to 
improve things and change things. 
I didn’t really listen to other people, 
just in case I started playing some-
one else’s riff by mistake.” 

A 
feature on 

the top 50 greatest riffs 
of all time, which also in-

cludes the stories behind them, 
can be found in the new issue of 
Metal Hammer magazine, which is 
on sale now.

The issue is dedicated to the 
very best guitarists in rock and 
metal and also features Metallica’s 
Kirk Hammett, Zakk Wylde, Daron 
Malakian, Lzzy Hale and Matt Tuck.

Loudersound

S
anjay Leela Bhansali’s 
“Padmaavat” and Raj-
kumar Hirani’s “Sanju” 
are leading the nomina-
tion pack for the Indian 

Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) 
Awards 2018.

Simi Garewal, Nikkhil Advani, 
Sue Maslin, Jill Bilcock, Andrew 
Anastaisos and Geoffrey Wright will 
come together as the IFFM Jury 
at the gala, billed as the southern 
hemisphere’s greatest annual cel-
ebration of Indian cinema.

The jury members will choose 
winners across six categories -- Best 
Film, Best Indie Film, Best Actor, 
Best Director, Best Supporting Role 
and Best Director.

“Padman”, “Hichki”, “Padmaa-
vat”, “Sanju”, “Secret Superstar”, 
“Raazi”, “Mahanati” and “Ran-
gasthalam” are competing for Best 
Film, while the contenders in the 
Best Indie Film category are “In The 
Shadows”, “Village Rockstars”, “Bale-
kempa”, “Up, Down and Sideways” 
(Documentary), “Mayurakshi”, 
“Garbage”, “Sir” and “Love Sonia”.

In the Best Actor category, 
Ranbir Kapoor’s “Sanju” act is up 
against Varun Dhawan (“October”), 

Ranveer Singh (“Padmaavat”), 
Akshay Kumar (“Padman”), Manoj 
Bajpayee (“In The Shadows”), 
Fahadh Faasil (“The Exhibit and the 
Eyewitness”), Soumitra Chaterjee 
(“Mayurakshi”) and Shahid Kapoor 
(“Padmaavat”).

Among the Best Actress nomi-
nees are Rani Mukerji (“Hichki”), 
Vidya Balan (“Tumhari Sulu”), 
Deepika Padukone (“Padmaa-
vat”), Alia Bhatt (“Raazi”), Bhanita 
Das (“Village Rockstars”), Keerthy 
Suresh (“Mahanati”), Tillotama 
Shome (“Sir”) and Zaira Wasim (“Se-
cret Superstar”).

For the Best Supporting Per-
formance award, Vicky Kaushal 
(“Sanju”), Ranvir Shorey (“In The 
Shadows”), Samantha Akkineni 
(“Mahanati”), Richa Chadha (“Love 
Sonia”), Freida Pinto (“Love Sonia”), 
Trimala Adhikari (“Garbage”) and 
Meher Vij (“Secret Superstar”) are in 
competition.

As for the Best Director category, 
Rajkumar Hirani for “Sanju”, Shoojit 
Sircar for “October”, R. Balki for 
“Padman”, Siddharth P Malhotra 
for “Hichki”, Advait Chandan for 
“Secret Superstar”, Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali for “Padmaavat”, Rima Das 

for “Village Rockstars”, Dipesh Jain 
for “In the Shadows”, Ere Gowda 
for “Balekempa”, Suresh Triveni for 
“Tumhari Sulu”, Meghna Gulzar for 
“Raazi”, Tabrez Noorani for “Love 
Sonia” and Rohena Gera for “Sir” are 
competing.

To be held from August 10-22 
under the theme of ‘Inclusion’, this 
year’s gala -- with over 60 films in 22 
languages -- explores the diversity 
of contemporary Indian cinema, 
from Bollywood box-office hits, 
documentaries and art-house 
premieres, to a Bollywood dance 
competition and master classes 
with key figures from the Indian 
film industry.

IFFM Director Mitu Bhowmick 
Lange said in a statement: “Our 
competition section is as diverse 
as the films and people who come 
for the festival. It has some main-
stream, indie and regional films but 
the one thing they share no matter 
what the language or theme, it is 
fantastic eye-catching cinema.”

She said the fest’s jury is a mix of 
Australian and Indian talents who 
share a common thread -- the love 
for cinema.

IANS

T
elevision per-
sonality, model 
and entre-
preneur Kylie 
Jenner is on the 

cover of Forbes’ “Richest 
Self-Made Women” issue.

Ever since Jenner 
founded Kylie Cosmet-
ics in February 2016, her 
company has earned 
a revenue of $630 mil-
lion. The 20-year-old has 
managed to build a $900 
million fortune, reports 
eonline.com

This is the first time 
Jenner has been included 
in the Forbes’ list since 
it was first published in 
2014.

“The most successful 
women entrepreneurs are 
increasingly taking advan-
tage of technology, includ-
ing social media, to help 

them launch and grow 
businesses,” said Luisa 
Kroll, assistant managing 
editor of Forbes.

In an interview with 
Forbes, Jenner said that 
she has always been al-
lured by cosmetics, even 
though she struggled to 
find something to do on 
her own.

“Ever since I was in 
sixth grade, I would wear 
purple eyeshadow. I 
turned to make-up to help 
me feel more confident,” 
she said.

Jenner also makes 
money from endorse-
ments and is the youngest 
woman to be featured in 
the issue. She is also said 
to be the seventh most 
followed celebrity on 
Instagram.

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: How would 
you describe yourself as a musi-
cian to those that haven’t heard 
of you yet?
Maongtemsu Pongen: As of now 
I don’t consider myself a musi-
cian. According to my dictionary 
a musician is someone who is 
skilled at music or one who is a 
professional in music. I’ve been 
mainly self taught with limited 
abilities and horizons, but I hope 
I can be a good musician in the 
near future.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What got 
you started?
MP: To be honest composing and 

writing songs 
never came 
across my mind. 
My peers and 
my family never 

heard me singing. At first writing 
songs was a complete mystery 
to me. I didn’t understand it, but 
I have certainly written about it, 
that’s how I started.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Must have 
top five tracks in your playlist.
MP:1. Ben- MJ

 2. Chasing cars- Snow patrol
3. This I promise you – Nsync
4. Mirror – Justin Timberlake
5.Bohemian rhapsody- queen
I have hundreds of beautiful 

song in my playlists but these five 
songs I’ve mentioned have a great 
influence on me particularly on 
how to write beautiful songs.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Your inspi-
rations?
MP: My source of inspirations are 
those friends who believe in me, 
those friends who never leave 
me during turbulent times, those 
who encouraged me to keep 
singing.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What is your 
song “Past Memories” all about?
MP:  This song talks about two 
lovers and their past memories, 
but somehow in their unexpected 
meeting they both realised that 
they were still holding on their 
feelings for each other.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Your most 
memorable stage performance 
ever.

MP: So far I never had one since 
am just a beginner and ‘past 
memories’ is my first song

 
EASTERN MIRROR: How do you 
manage your time between be-
ing a teacher and a composer?
MP: Having consistent self disci-
pline is the key to managing my 
time. During my days off instead 
of  strolling and hanging with 
friends, I rather take that time 
to compose and write songs. It’s 
not always easy but as the saying 
goes, “if there’s a will , there is a 
way.”

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Being a 
full-time teacher you must have 
a clue on what the students 
need or what convinces them on 
moving towards the right path. 
Do you think music can have an 

impact towards positive change 
in the society through positive 
songs?
MP: Yes, I know for sure that the 
ultimate goal of teaching is to 
promote learning. So I have to 
make sure that my students have 
the desire to learn new things as it 
is vital to mastering new con-
cepts, principles and skills. And 
yes, I believe that music can have 
a great impact on the minds of 
the people, it does affect men-

tally in a positive way. So it’s my 
goal to compose songs that gives 
inspiration while building upand 
motivating my listeners.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Any upcom-
ing projects you would like your 
fans to know about?
MP: Yes, my next project is to 
make a video out of my debut 
‘past memories’ and after that I 
will be recording my next single 
entitled ‘Hearts As One’.

Little did we know
Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern Mirror’s 
- Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 

connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Read on...........

With his recent passion to compose and write songs, 
Maongtemsu Pongen hopes that he would one day be-
come a connoisseur in music.

Composing and writing songs for Pongen, a teacher by profession, 
was never a passion or a dream but a complete mystery.

His debut ‘Past Memories’ is about two lovers and their shared 
memories that they still hold on to.

Pongen says his goal is to compose songs that inspire listeners.
The artist shares his insights with Eastern Mirror
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New Delhi, July 12 (IANS): One of the 
key reasons for the relatively low Wi-Fi 
connectivity in India is the limited pen-
etration of home broadband, says an 
analyst with London-based OpenSignal, 
which specializes in crowdsourced wire-
less coverage mapping all over the world.

Wi-Fi connectivity in India is still well 
below more developed markets such as 
the US where it has reached around the 
50 per cent mark, said Peter Boyland in 
a blog post on Thursday.

In Europe in particular, large num-
bers of subscribers buy their mobile, 
broadband, and TV services from one 
operator. 

But this business model is simply 
not affordable for most Indians. So the 
operators have largely chosen to concen-
trate on mobile as opposed to fixed-line 
networks, resulting in low penetration 
of home broadband connectivity in the 
country, Boyland said.

This may also explain why subscrib-
ers on Jio’s mobile network spend signifi-
cantly less time on Wi-Fi compared to its 
rivals, he added.

Of India’s four biggest mobile op-
erators, Vodafone subscribers spend the 
most time connected to Wi-Fi networks, 
at 20 per cent of the time, according to 
OpenSignal data, which covered the 90 
days from March 1 of this year.

Reliance Industries (RIL) Chairman 
and Managing Director Mukesh D. Am-
bani last week said the company was 
all set to launch a fibre-to-the-home 
broadband services, JioGigaFiber, soon.

“We will now extend fiber connec-
tivity to homes, merchants, small and 
medium enterprises and large enter-
prises simultaneously across 1,100 cities 
to offer the most advanced fiber-based 
broadband connectivity solutions,” 
Ambani said while addressing the share-
holders at the 41st Annual General Meet-
ing of RIL.

Starting this Independence Day, 
August 15 people can start registering 
for JioGigaFiber through both MyJio and 
Jio.com.

A joint report by Google and global 
research firm Analysys Mason released 
earlier this month showed that public 
Wi-Fi alone in India has the ability to 
capture 40 million new connected users 
by 2019, resulting in at least $20 billion 
being added to the country’s GDP. 

The government is planning to 
provide public Wi-Fi coverage to some 
250,000 Panchayats and 5,000 railway 
stations within the next two years. 

But even though the focus on Wi-Fi 
has been renewed, Wi-Fi connectivity 
among mobile users is still relatively low 
in India, Boyland said.

Bengaluru, July 12 (India 
Science Wire): Oscillat-
ing water columns can be 
used to tap energy from 
oceanic and sea waves. 
Higher cost of wave energy 
devices, however, remains 
a challenge.Scientists at 
the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Madras 
have now found a simple 
fix to increase the amount 
of power generated by os-
cillating water columns.

Oscillating water col-
umns (OWCs) are em-
bankment like construc-
tions partly submerged 
in water. There is a partial 
opening towards the sea 
facing wall from where 
water can enter. As sea 
and ocean waves have a 
persistent undulating mo-
tion, the water entering 
the column keeps vary-
ing, fluctuatingthe level 
of air in the OWC. “This 
disturbance is used to ro-
tate a turbine to gener-
ate power,”explained V 
Sundar, professorof ocean 
engineering at IIT Madras, 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire.

 Despite being an at-
tractive power source, wave 
energy remains largely un-

exploited due to large costs 
required to build these 
structures. Scientists the 
world over are trying to 
link OWC with breakwater 
constructions that prevent 
coastal erosion byreduc-
ing wave activity in ad-
joining regions. Previously 
many teams have been 
successful in linking differ-
ent OWCs with break water 
caissons or large watertight 
chambers.

Theteam led by DrSun-
darhas integrated OWC 
with rubble mound break-
waters. Such breakwaters 
are relatively inexpensive 
and easierto construct. 

While experimenting 
with different arrange-
ments, scientists accident-
ly discovered that instead 
of a single structure, an 
array of OWC lined against 
breakwaters can extract 
greater power. “The array 
helps in concentration 
of waves in front of the 
OWC which helps improve 
performance,” explained 
DrSundar. Spacing these 
structures to optimize 
power generation was a 
critical issue.

The researchers in-
stalled multiple OWC 

connected with offshore 
detached breakwaters in 
a shallow wave basin with 
differing spaces between 
them. They assessed the 
OWC performance with 
variations in wall pressure, 
air pressure, wave ampli-
fication factor, capture 
width and other hydrologi-
cal parameters. The study 
showed that when placed 
at a distance that equals 
thrice their widths, OWC 
yields maximum power. 
This was double the input 

wave power channeled 
from natural frequency of 
the system.

The optimum spacing 
for different regions may 
vary based on intensity 
and size of the waves and 
specific climatic condi-
tions. 

Since OWCs linked 
with rubble mound break-
waters are easy to oper-
ate, they can be used in 
coastal regions and islands 
to reduce erosion while 
simultaneously generating 

power in an eco-friendly 
manner. Presently, sci-
entists have completed a 
proof of principle study 
and are planning to set up 
a pilot plant to test their 
hypothesis.

The study, published 
in journal Ocean Engi-
neering, was supported 
by a grant from Norwe-
gian Research Council. 
The research team also 
included S. John Ashlin 
and S.A. Sannasiraj from 
IIT Madras. 

Washington, July 12 (IANS): NASA needs a contingency plan 
for ensuring US presence on the International Space Station 
(ISS), given additional delays for new commercial crew cap-
sules from Boeing and SpaceX, a US Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) report has warned.

“NASA needs to develop a backup plan for ensuring a US 
presence on the International Space Station and clarify how 
it will determine its risk tolerance for loss of crew,” the agency 
said in a statement late on Wednesday.

In 2014, NASA had awarded two firm-fixed-price con-
tracts to Boeing and SpaceX, worth a combined total of up 
to $6.8 billion, to develop crew transportation systems 
and transport astronauts to the ISS. 

GAO found that both contractors 
had made progress in finalizing 
designs and building hardware 
for their crew transportation 
systems and have also been 
aiming for test flights by 
the end of this year.

However, neither is 
expected to be ready 
until 2019, the re-
port said.

“Further delays 
are likely as the 
Commercial Crew 
P r o g r a m m e ’s 
s c h e d u l e  r i s k 
analysis shows 
that the certifica-
tion milestone is 
likely to slip,” 
the watch-
dog agency 
said. 

Since the Space 
Shuttle was retired in 
2011, the US has been 
relying on Russia to carry 
astronauts to and from the 
ISS. 

“Additional delays 
could result in a gap in the 
US access to the space station as 
NASA has contracted for seats on the Russian 
Soyuz spacecraft only through November 2019,” the 
report said. 

NASA “does not have a contingency plan for ensuring 
uninterrupted US access”, it noted.

Meanwhile, Elon Musk has revealed that its capsule has 
already been delivered to NASA for its first, unmanned test 
mission.

“Crew Dragon is at NASA’s Plum Brook Station testing 
facility in Ohio, home to the largest thermal vacuum cham-
ber in the world, to demonstrate its capability to withstand 
the extreme temperatures and vacuum of space,” it said on 
Instagram.

Both Boeing and SpaceX plan a test flight without pas-
sengers, before putting astronauts on board. 

Currently, there are three Americans at the ISS, along with 
two Russians and a German.

New York, July 11 (IANS): A wearable patch 
that acts like a sensor can effectively im-
prove the diagnosis rate for heart rhythm 
disorder without interfering with routine 
activities, scientists have found.

Atrial fibrillation (Afib) disorder, is 
characterised by increased or irregular 
heart rhythm that increases the risk of 
stroke, heart failure and other cardiovas-
cular diseases.

The US Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) approved wearable patch acts 
like a sensor and performs active electro-
cardiography (ECG) screening to detect 
irregular heart rhythm condition as well 
as recent heart attacks. 

The device resulted in more people 
receiving critical preventive therapies, 
which might have gone undiagnosed, 
said the researchers while emphasising 
the use of digital medicine technologies 
to identify undiagnosed Afib disorder in 
at-risk populations.

“Our study shows an almost threefold 
improvement in the rate of diagnosis of 
AFib in the those actively monitored com-

pared to usual care,” said Steven Steinhubl, 
Director of digital medicine at Scripps 
Translational Science Institute (STSI) in 
California, US.

“Timely diagnosis of AFib more ef-
fectively can enable the initiation of ef-
fective therapies and help reduce strokes 
and death,” added Steinhubl, who is also 
a professor at Scripps Research Institute 
in the US.

The study, published in the journal 
JAMA, included data from 5,214 individu-
als for one year, with one third of the group 
being assigned to the monitored cohort 
and the rest being observational controls.

The participants self-applied the 
wearable sensor patch for two weeks and 
returned it for analysis. 

The team found that six per cent of the 
group developed Afib and nearly three 
per cent among the controls developed 
the disease.  “This study demonstrates 
the utility of a digital approach not only 
to diagnosing asymptomatic AFib, but 
to the clinical research field as a whole,” 
Steinhubl explained.

London, July 11 (IANS): Due to a combi-
nation of genetic factors and individual 
life experiences, no two people, including 
twins, share the same brain anatomy, finds 
a study that suggests the use of MRI scans 
over fingerprints for personal identifica-
tion.

Like fingerprints are unique in every 
individual, so is the central switchboard 
inside our heads, said Lutz Jancke, Profes-
sor at the University of Zurich.

“The combination of genetic and non-
genetic influences clearly affects not only 
the functioning of the brain, but also its 
anatomy,” Jancke said.

Professional musicians, golfers or chess 
players, for example, have particular char-
acteristics in the regions of the brain which 
they use the most for their skilled activity. 

However, events of shorter duration 
can also leave behind traces in the brain: 
if, for example, the right arm is kept still for 
two weeks, the thickness of the brain’s cor-
tex in the areas responsible for controlling 
the immobilised arm is reduced. 

“We suspected that those experiences 
having an effect on the brain interact with 
the genetic make-up so that over the 
course of years every person develops a 
completely individual brain anatomy,” 
Jancke explained.

To investigate the hypothesis, the team 
examined the brains of nearly 200 healthy 
older people using magnetic resonance 
imaging three times over a period of two 
years. 

Over 450 brain anatomical features 
were assessed, including very general ones 
such as total volume of the brain, thickness 
of the cortex, and volumes of grey and 
white matter. 

The researchers were able to iden-
tify an individual combination of specific 
brain anatomical characteristics for each, 
whereby the identification accuracy, even 
for the very general brain anatomical char-
acteristics, was over 90 per cent.

“With our study we were able to con-
firm that the structure of people’s brains is 
very individual. 

Washington, July 12 (IANS): It may 
sound a bit bizarre but a NASA probe 
may have accidentally destroyed 
organic molecules found on the sur-
face of Mars more that 40 years ago, 

according to a report from 
New Scientist.

T h e  U S 
space agen-

cy in June 
a n -

nounced 
that its robot 

explorer Curios-
ity found organic mol-

ecules in rocks formed three 
billion years ago -- a discovery that 
could indicate that there was life on 
the Red Planet at that time.

However, in 1976, NASA’s twin 
Viking landers conducted the first 
experiments that searched for organic 
matter on the Red Planet.

“Because small, carbon-rich me-
teorites so frequently pelt the Red 
Planet, scientists have suspected for 
decades that organics exist on Mars.

“But researchers were stunned 
in 1976, when NASA sent two Viking 
landers to Mars to search for organics 
for the first time and found absolutely 

none,” the report said late on Wednes-
day.

“It was just completely unexpected 
and inconsistent with what we knew,” 
Chris McKay, Planetary Scientist at 
NASA’s Ames Research Center, was 
quoted as saying.

NASA’s Phoenix 
lander found perchlo-

rate, a type of salt mainly 
used for propellants and 

in making fireworks, on 
Mars in 2008.

“The discovery of perchlo-
rate reignited scientists’ convic-

tions that the Viking landers could 
have found organics on Mars,” the 
report noted.

Among organic molecules that 
Curiosity recently found included 
chlorobenzene.

“This molecule is created when 
carbon molecules burn with per-
chlorate, so scientists suspect that 
it could have been created when the 
soil samples were burnt during Viking 
exploration,” said the report.

In a separate study published in 
the Journal of Geophysical Research: 
Planets, a team from LATMOS re-
search centre in France revisited the 
Viking lander data.

They found that the Viking landers 
also detected chlorobenzene.

According to Melissa Guzman, a 
scientist at LATMOS research centre, 
while the findings are interesting, the 
chlorobenzene may have come from 
material carried on the probe from 
Earth.

But some researchers are con-
vinced.

“This paper really seals the deal,” 
Daniel Glavin, astrobiologist at NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Centre who was 
not involved in the study, was quoted 
as saying.

Nasa’s Viking landers were sent to 
Mars to search for possible signs of life 
and study the physical and magnetic 
properties of the soil and atmosphere. 

The probes continued their mis-
sion until the final transmission to 
Earth on November 11, 1982 (Viking 
1) and April 11, 1980 (Viking 2).

Mysuru, July 12 (India Science 
Wire):Flexible, lightweight and highly 
efficient micro-supercapacitorshave 
been developed by Indian scientists, 
for potential use inadvanced mini-
aturizeddigital devices.

A team of scientists led by Prof 
AbhaMisraat the Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore hasdevel-
oped energy efficient, compact, flat 
micro-supercapacitors which can 
be fabricated on flexible substrate by 
simple spray deposition technique. 
Their findingshave been published 
in thejournal ACS Applied Materials 
& Interfaces.

Unlike batteries which generate 
electricity through chemical reac-
tions, supercapacitors store energy 
efficiently viaboth electrochemical 
reaction as well as formation of dou-
ble charge layer phenomena to pro-
vide much higher power density. Mi-
cro-supercapacitors developed so far 
are bulky and can only store limited 
amount of energy due to availability 
of limited space and complicated fab-

rication processes. Reducing the size 
of micro-supercapacitors without 
losing efficiency is a major challenge. 
The simple and cost-effective spray 
deposition technique developed by 
IISc scientists overcomes these issues. 

 Spray deposition is a technique 
where ink of nanomaterials such as 
carbon nanotubes, reduced graph-
ene oxide and manganese dioxide is 
sprayed on substratessuch as metals 
and polymers. The layer-by-layer pat-
terning of hybrid nanomaterials ink 
increases the overall charged surface 
area thus offering large surface-to-
volume ratio and boosts the move-
ment of charges, making the overall 
energy storage capacity higher.

 Currently used supercapacitors 
can’t compete with batteries in en-
ergy storage; a supercapacitor with 
the same storage capacity as a regular 
battery would weigh up to 40 times 
as much. To make them light and 
efficient, researchers use materials 
such as carbon nanotubes or reduced 
graphene oxide to prepare the elec-

trodes. Using traditional lithography 
or etching, however, creates bulky 

structures with less surface area for 
charges to move. The scientists dem-

onstrate the technique by fabricating 
micro-supercapacitors coated on a 
bendable plastic sheet.

 “We can actually print these 
micro-supercapacitors anywhere, on 
any substrate; thus, they can easily 
be mounted on any surface just like a 
simple spray on the walls,” said Prof 
Misra. “We can achieve the power 
density of up to 100 microWatts per 
square centimeterbased on the new 
fabrication method,” she added.

Moreover, the micro-superca-
pacitorscan also be recharged many 
more times than the usual batteries 
and thus have longer life. “They can 
be charged and discharged more 
frequently as compared to battery. We 
have measured up to 10,000 cycles, 
certainly it can be extended further 
based on the requirement”, Misra 
explained while speaking to Indian 
Science Wire. The scientists have also 
bent micro-supercapacitorsto differ-
ent angles and have demonstrated 
stable energy storage capacity them 
to retain the power in spite of bend-

ing.
Where will they find the use? The 

immediate application of foldable 
micro-supercapacitors is in flexible 
electronic displays such as LED tel-
evision. But with smart packaging it 
can be used in any kind of devices. 
Or still better is to build electronics 
on the micro-supercapacitor itself, 
what scientists term as on-chip 
MSC, doing away with a separate 
battery. “Definitely, this type of in-
plane MSC can be used in green 
vehicles by integrating them in 
series and parallel connections. The 
MSCs can also be integrated with 
traditional battery to provide more 
efficient and a longer cycling life as 
compared to battery alone for use 
in green vehicles”, Dr. Buddha Dek-
aBoruah, a member of the research 
team explained.

The research team included Prof. 
AbhaMisra, Dr. Buddha Deka Boruah 
and Mr. Arnab Maji. The study was 
funded by the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST). 

Why Wi-Fi connectivity 
is still limited in India

New technique can make ocean wave energy attractive

NASA needs contingency plan for US presence on ISS New wearable patch sensor to boost 
diagnosis for heart rhythm disorder

Brain anatomy different even 
among identical twins — Study

Did NASA probe burn up organic 
molecules on Mars 40 years ago?

Indian scientists find faster way to fabricate flexible micro-supercapacitors

Dr. V. Sundar, Professor, Ocean Department Dept, IIT Madras.

Flexible micro-supercapacitors



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, July 13, 2018

C
M

YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Luka Modric of Croatia and Harry Kane of England fighting for the ball during the 2018 FIFA World Cup semi final match between 
England and Croatia at Luzhniki Stadium on July 11 in Moscow, Russia.

Serena Williams returns a ball during the semi final match against Julia Goerges at Wimbledon on Thursday. 

Sri Lanka’s Dimuth Karunaratne, right, celebrates his century on 
day 1 of the first Test against South Africa in Galle on July 12.

Philippine's Manny Pacquiao is chasing a 60th win of his long career, against Argentina's Lucas 
Matthysse.

Mandzukic fires Croatia into World Cup final 

Karunaratne century lifts Sri 
Lanka to 287 on tough day-one  

Kohima football league from July 17

KDBA to select district veteran team

Serena to face Kerber in final

Pacquiao, Matthysse predict action-packed title fight

Galle, July 12 (AFP): Open-
er Dimuth Karunaratne hit 
an unbeaten 158 to lift Sri 
Lanka to 287 all out against 
South Africa on day one 
of the first Test in Galle on 
Thursday.

Fast bowler Kagiso 
Rabada claimed four wick-
ets to reduce Sri Lanka 

to 176-8 but Karunaratne 
gave the total respect with 
his 222-ball knock after the 
hosts elected to bat first.

The left-handed Ka-
runaratne, who registered 
his eighth century in his 
50th Test, built crucial part-
nerships including a 63-
run 10th wicket stand with 

Kohima, July 12 (EMN): The second edi-
tion of Kohima football league organised 
by Kohima Town Club is scheduled to be-
gin on July 17 at the Kohima local ground.

The launching programme and unveil-
ing of jerseys of  the participating clubs/ 
teams would take place on July 14 at 2 pm 
onwards at Where's The Food Restaurant, 
near Cathedral Church in Kohima, an 

update from KTC informed on Thursday. 
Seven teams namely Ziekezou SC, 

New Market FC, Twenty XI FC, Vanguard 
FC, Sechü Zubza FC, United 16 FC and 
Khriekesa FC would vie for the coveted 
trophy in the second edition.

The launching programme of clubs' 
jerseys would be followed by press briefing 
on Saturday, it was informed. 

Kohima, July 12 (EMN): Kohima District 
Badminton Association (KDBA) has 
informed that selection for sub-veteran 
and veteran players for the Kohima dis-
trict team for the upcoming inter-district 
badminton meet would be held on July 
14 from 9 am onwards at the indoor bad-
minton stadium, Officers Hill, in Kohima.

An update from the KDBA informed 
that the categories are men's doubles for 

35+, 40+, 45+, 50+, 55+ years.
The association has informed that it 

would be mandatory for all participants 
to bring valid documents for age proof 
(photocopy birth certificate , govern-
ment ID card, adhaar card etc). All con-
cerned are asked to contact the officials 
on phone nos. +91 9436607654 and +91 
8414800800 for further necessary infor-
mation.

London, July 12 (Reuters): 
Seven-time champion 
Serena Williams reached 
the Wimbledon final for 
the 10th time on Thursday 
and will face Germany's 
Angelique Kerber for the 
title.

The 25th seeded Amer-
ican downed German 13th 
seed Julia Goerges 6-2, 6-4 
to book her place in her 
30th Grand Slam final.

The 36-year-old, who 
will be in her first final at 
the majors since giving 
birth to daughter Olym-
pia last year, can equal 
Margaret Court's all-time 
record of 24 Slam titles if 
she beats Kerber in what 
will be a repeat of the 2016 

final at the All England 
Club.

Germany's Angelique 
Kerber proved too solid 
for error-strewn Latvian 
Jelena Ostapenko as she 
reached her second Wim-
bledon final with a 6-3 6-3 
victory on Thursday.

The 30-year-old was 
gifted point after point as 
Ostapenko's aggressive 
game backfired in a blaze 
of unforced errors.

A tight tussle looked in 
store at 3-3 in the first set 
but when Ostapenko fired 
a forehand long to drop 
serve the match quickly 
ran away from her.

She double-faulted on 
set point and Kerber, who 

served well and defended 
superbly when required to 
fend off Ostapenko's spo-
radic attacks, accelerated 
into a 5-1 lead.

Ostapenko suddenly 
began to land some big 
blows, clawing back a cou-
ple of games and had a 
point to narrow the deficit 
to a single game as Kerber 
showed late nerves.

But  Kerber  nipped 
the recovery in the bud 
and booked a Saturday 
date back on Centre Court 
when Ostapenko rammed 
a forehand wide.

She will face either sev-
en-times champion Serena 
Williams or fellow German 
Julia Georges in the final.

Kuala Lumpur, July 12 
(AFP): World welterweight 
champion Lucas Mat-
thysse saluted Manny Pac-
quiao on July 12 but vowed 
to beat the Filipino boxing 
legend when they square 
off on Sunday.

"He is a great cham-
pion but he still hasn't 
faced 'The Machine'," Ar-
gentina's Matthysse told 
reporters at a packed press 
conference in Kuala Lum-
pur ahead of their WBA 
title clash.

"If he decides to retire 
after I beat him then that 
is his decision, I am here 
to defend my title."

Veteran Pacquiao, who 
is chasing a 60th win of 
his long career, will turn 
40 in December and has 
not fought since losing his 
WBO welterweight belt 
to Australia's Jeff Horn in 
Brisbane a year ago.

Knock-out specialist 
Matthysse has finished 
36 of his 39 wins inside 
the distance and won the 
vacant WBA belt after an 
eighth-round stoppage of 
Thailand's Teerachai Sith-
morseng in January.

Hi s  a c t i o n - p a c k e d 
style, said Pacquiao, was 
one of the reasons the fight 
attracted him.

"When I saw his fight 
against Teerachai it was a 
good fight," said the Fili-
pino, who has won world 
titles in an unprecedented 

Moscow, July 12 (IANS): 
Croatia entered the final of 
the FIFA World Cup for the 
first time as a late goal from 
striker Mario Mandzukic 
helped them overcome a 
combative England with a 
2-1 victory here on Wednes-
day to set-up a title-decider 
against France.

Croatia, featuring in a 
World Cup semi-final only 
for the second time after a 
gap of 20 years, needed a 
goal from Mandzukic in the 
109th minute from close 
range after left winger Ivan 
Perisic (68th minute) can-
celled out Kieran Trippier's 
goal for England in the fifth 
minute from a free-kick.

England, bidding to 
enter the final for the first 
time since their World Cup-
winning campaign in 1966, 
couldn't cope up with a 
stirring comeback from an 
experienced Croatian side 
which conceded just inside 
five minutes.

England expected-
ly fielded an unchanged 
lineup from the one which 
beat Colombia on penalties 
and defeated Sweden. Eng-
land exerted early pressure 
as Luka Modric brought 
down Dele Alli on the edge 
of Croatia's penalty area, 
resulting in a free-kick. Full-
back Trippier bent home 
a 20-yard free-kick to the 
top right corner of Danijel 
Subasic's goal.

It was a very quick 
blow for Croatia, who had 
brought in Inter Milan mid-
fielder Marcelo Brozovic to 
sit in front of the back four, 
with Hoffenheim attacker 
Andrej Kramaric relegated 
to the bench to counter 
England's fast and direct 
attacking football.

England continued to 
press high and threaten 
Croatian defence with set-
piece situations and after 
conceding the early goal 
meant that Croatia were 

desperate for the equaliser. 
It allowed the match to be 
much more free-flowing 
than expected.

England had a nice 
chance in the 15th minute 
when Trippier floated the 
ball into the box and Harry 
Maguire rose high to head at 
goal but his effort narrowly 
past the post. 

Croatia shrugged off the 
early goal shock and they 
looked like they were be-
ginning to match England's 
attacking mode. Perisic's 
right-footed drive narrowly 
missed the target despite a 
deflection off Kyle Walker.

Inter Milan player Peris-
ic got another chance and 
Juventus forward Mandzu-
kic tested English defence 
with a header off a cross 
from the right-back Sime 
Vrsaljko, who had recovered 
in time from a knee injury to 
start the match.

But  England again 
threatened Croatia and 

could have extended their 
advantage as Kane, be-
ing teed off in the inside 
left area by Jesse Lingard, 
moved into the box on the 
left and forced a save from 
Subasic. The Tottenham 
star attacker grabbed the 
rebound from a tight angle 
but his shot came off the 
post in the 29th minute.

Couple of minutes later, 
Croatia applied pressure 
down the right flank as Ante 
Rebic sent a dangerous de-
livery into the box which 
was blocked by Stones but 
he sent it back to the Cro-
atian right winger. Rebic 
tested England goalkeeper 
Jordan Pickford for the first 
time in the match for Croa-
tia.

With England 1-0 ahead 
at the half-time, Croatia 
looked further desperate 
after the break. They raised 
the tempo of their game and 
couple of incursions inside 
the English box which were 

discarded.
Both the teams lacked 

the patience, as Croatia 
gain ascendancy against an 
England team which failed 
to control their game and 
instead played with the way 
their opponent wanted. 
England surrendered the 
ball at crucial positions and 
it boosted Croatia's confi-
dence.

Croatia got their de-
served equaliser in the 68th 
minute when right-back 
Vrsaljko curled in a cross 
towards the far post where 
Walker bent his head to 
clear it away but Perisic 
employed a high-kick right-
footed flick into the left cor-
ner of Pickford's net.

Croatia enjoyed the 
momentum and Perisic 
nearly gave them the lead 
three minutes later when 
he grabbed a mispass from 
John Stones and ran inside 
the box before employing a 
left-footed drive which beat 
Pickford but couldn't avoid 
the right post.

Then Mario Mandzukic 
was to be blamed for not 
firing a straight shot at Pick-
ford from close range after 
Brozovic's dinked through 
pass set him inside the box 
in the 83rd minute.

England created couple 
of set-piece opportunities 
towards late but Croatian 
defence dealt with them 
strongly as the match went 
to extra-time.

The first chance in the 
extra-time fell to England 
when Stones headed a cor-
ner from Tripper from the 
right but Vrsaljko made a 
goal-line clearance with a 
header guarding the right 
post in the 98th minute.

Croatia turned the heat 
on the English team lacking 
composure. Four minutes 
into the second half of extra-
time, England failed to clear 
a high ball down the left 
and Perisic beat Trippier to 
a header to the left of the 
box. The ball fell behind the 
English defence line and 
Mandzukic met the drop-
ping ball before flicking a 
low left-footed shot across 
Pickford and into the bot-
tom right corner to give 
Croatia the crucial lead.

Later, Croatia coach 
Zlatko Dalic replaced Man-
dzukic and Modric to bring 
in fresh legs to deal with the 
English response. England 
failed to come up with a 
worthy response as Croatia 
hung on to the slender lead 
to book their spot for Sun-
day's final against France, 
who got past Belgium 1-0 
on Tuesday.

Lakshan Sandakan, who 
made 25.

In response South Af-
rica were in trouble at four 
for one at stumps after 
veteran spinner Rangana 
Herath got Aiden Markram 
out for nought.

Dean Elgar, on four, and 
nightwatchman Keshav 
Maharaj were at the crease 
at close of play on a tough 
day's cricket that saw rain 
in the afternoon and an 
extended final session.

The day belonged to 
Karunaratne who stood tall 
during his marathon stand 
after Rabada and then left-
arm wrist spinner Tabraiz 
Shamsi tore into the Sri 
Lankan middle-order.

Rabada, who came 
back after an injury, re-
turned figures of 4-50, 
while Shamsi took three 
wickets on a seemingly 
turning sub-continent 
pitch.

Rabada had made 
the first breakthrough for 
South Africa, dismissing 
Danushka Gunathilaka 
with a delivery that rose 
sharply and got the bats-
man caught behind for 26.

He then struck twice 
in his sixth over of the day, 
removing Angelo Mathews, 
for one, and Roshen Silva, 
for nought, shortly after 

lunch.
Those two wickets 

came towards the start of 
Sri Lanka's middle-order, 
when they lost six wickets 
for 61 runs, slipping from 
a relatively comfortable 
115-2.

But Karunaratne rarely 
attempted to counter at-
tack, preferring instead to 
steadily build his innings, 
which featured 13 fours 
and an impressive six off 
Dale Steyn in the first ses-
sion.

He completed his cen-
tury with a boundary off 
Shamsi and then moved to 
150 for the fourth time in 
his Test career.

South Africa skipper 
Faf du Plessis was forced 
to rotate his regular bowl-
ing options as Karunara-
tne played sensible cricket 
with the tail enders.

S t a n d - i n - c a p t a i n 
Suranga Lakmal  also 
fought with Karunaratne 
during their 48-run ninth 
wicket stand that frustrated 
the bowling side.

Sri Lanka's regular cap-
tain Dinesh Chandimal 
is suspended for the two-
match series, after plead-
ing guilty to breaching the 
spirit of cricket during the 
team's Test tour of West 
Indies last month.

eight weight divisions in 
more than 20 years as a 
professional fighter.

"I believe we can create 
good action in the ring so 
the fans will be happy."

Pacquiao was thrown 
out of kilter by Horn's 
rough-house tactics a year 
ago and the Filipino's con-
ditioning coach, Justin 
Fortune, said they had pre-
pared for similar from the 
aggressive Argentine.

"This guy Matthysse is 
a lot better than Jeff Horn, 
he punches a lot hard-
er," Australian Fortune, a 
former heavyweight who 

once fought Lennox Lewis, 
told AFP.

"We are expecting the 
same sort of methods as 
Horn," added Fortune, 
who said the appointment 
of experienced American 
referee Kenny Bayless 
would ensure Matthysse 
couldn't get away with 
anything illegal.

And Matthysse's train-
er Joel Diaz hit back at ac-
cusations that his fighter 
was only in Asia to pick up 
a big pay day.

"We got everything 
ready to go. Lucas Mat-
thysse is not here for a pay-

check he is here to take his 
title back to his people," 
said Diaz of his fighter who 
has a 39-4 record.

Matthysse's last de-
feat came against Ukrai-
nian Viktor Postol for a 
WBC super lightweight 
world title fight in Octo-
ber 2015.

P a c q u i a o ,  w h o  i s 
idolised by tens of mil-
lions in the Philippines, 
defied calls to retire after 
the Horn defeat, but said in 
May that his performance 
in Sunday's fight could 
well determine his future 
in the ring.


