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Utilise improving security 
situation — Rajnath to NE states 

NE Governors, CMs disapprove 
Centre's decision to stop new schemes

Remove ‘terrorist’ tag on NSCN (K) – ENPO to Modi

Samsung opens world's largest 
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arrested in 
Uttar Pradesh 

NZP gets its first hornbill chick 

Fish ban hits vendors and suppliers in Mokokchung
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Oi, Maradona!!! how 

many times have I told you 
not to play in the street?! 

Come home at once.
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Shillong, July 10 (IANS): Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday said 
that the central and state governments in 
the northeast should take advantage of the 
improving security scenario to develop the 
region hit by decades of insurgency.

"Issues in the northeast can be re-
solved through mutual dialogue," he said 
on the second day of the the 67th Ple-
nary Session of the North Eastern Council 
(NEC), the nodal agency for the economic 
and social development of the region.

"...we can't be successful in our ef-
forts of developing the region till there is 
total transparency to end leakage in the 
system," he said, adding he needed the 
support of the Chief Ministers of the eight 
northeastern states in this direction. 

"I need the support of the Chief Min-
isters. I request them to pay attention and 
work with full involvement and zeal. I am 
sure if we all work sincerely, keeping in 
mind the issues, this forum will be suc-
cessful in the speedy development of the 
region." The Minister said he wanted the 
NEC to emerge as the most credible organ-
isation for the entire northeast population. 
"That is our ambition." 

He added that a road map will be made 
to sort out the obstacles emerging in the 
growth of the region. 

Addressing the security-related issues 
in the northeast, he said: "There has been a 
problem of insurgency for years -- that has 
been hampering the growth of the region 
despite all its economic potential. 

"But there has been a decline (in insur-
gency) in the recent past, which is a matter 
of great luck for us. We should take advan-
tage of this improving situation," he said. 

Rajnath Singh added that the law and 
order situation can't be the sole responsi-
bility of the central agencies. 

He said that road connectivity had 
been "speedily" increasing. 

"The way there is a need of highways, 
the similar way, there is a need of I ways," 
he said, referring to the the Information 
and Technology sector. 

"There is a need to create new ways... 
to make the IT sector more effective... if we 
improve facilities, the people won't have to 
go to other parts of the country. They can 
work here itself."

Shillong, July 10 (IANS): 
Governors and Chief Min-
isters of the northeastern 
states have expressed their 
disapproval of the Central 
government's decision to 
put on hold new schemes 
funded through the North 
Eastern Council (NEC).

The Union Finance Min-
istry, through its Expenditure 
Finance Committee had last 
year decided to stop projects 
under Non-Lapsable Central 
Pool of Resources, following 
which the Union Cabinet 
gave its approval on March 
28 this year to introduce a 
new scheme called "North-
east Special Infrastructure 
Development Schemes" in 
its place.

"All Governors and Chief 
Ministers have expressed 
their concern as to why last 

year's sanctions for projects 
were stopped or kept in 
abeyance," NEC Secretary 
Ram Muivah told journalists 
on the concluding day of the 
Council plenary meet here.

The plenary meeting, 
considered to be the highest 
decision making author-
ity, chaired by Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, who 
is also the ex-officio Chair-
man of NEC was attended 
by Governors and Chief 
Ministers of the northeast-
ern states besides Union 
Development of North East-
ern Region minister Jitendra 
Singh.

Chief  Ministers  Lal 
Thanhawla (Mizoram), 
Neiphiu Rio (Nagaland), 
Conrad K. Sangma (Meg-
halaya), and Pema Khandu 
(Arunachal Pradesh) had 

appealed to Rajnath Singh to 
review the decision to put on 
hold developmental projects 
sanctioned by the NEC to 
meet the development needs 
of the region.

Under the new scheme, 
the Centre, through the 
Ministry of DoNER, has as-
sured to fund 100 per cent for 
projects, not like the earlier 
funding pattern of 90:10 - 90 
per cent by the Centre and 
10 per cent by the respective 
states. 

How e v e r,  t h e  N E C 
members aren't happy 
with NESID) on the ground 
that the Centre would ear-
marked only around Rs 1,600 
crore, whereas for projects 
sanctioned under NLCPR 
on 90:10 funding, the total 
amount would come to al-
most Rs 40,000 crore.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): A Naga 
woman working as the headmis-
tress of an English school in Uttar 
Pradesh has been arrested re-
cently “controversially on unsub-
stantiated charges,” according to 
the All Nagaland Private Schools 
Association (ANPSA).

A press release from the asso-
ciation on Tuesday informed that 
Akhule Puro was the headmistress 
and owner of Everest English 
School in Maharganj. She had 
been running the school for the 
past 20 years, it informed.

“Everest School was estab-
lished in 1997 and is affiliated to 
the CBSE up to class 10. In this 
regard, the All Nagaland Private 
Schools’ Association, central, has 
already alerted the National Inde-
pendent Schools’ Alliance (NISA) 
to take up the matter at their 
level and help the school and the 
headmistress at the earliest. NISA 
president and his team will be vis-
iting Maharganj immediately for 
fact finding purposes,” it stated.

The association has expressed 
gratitude to Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio ‘for taking a personal 
interest in the matter’ and inform-
ing Kiren Rijiju, the union minis-
ter of State for Home, about the 
matter. Also, it informed, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Sigh has 
assured Rio of ‘all possible help in 
the matter.’ 

“Schools are public places ac-
cessible to a lot of people at any 
time. It is heartening to note that 
the govt. of the day has taken this 
matter seriously and is extending 
all out help to solve the case and 
bring the perpetrators to book.”

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): After trying 
to breed the scarce hornbill for five 
years, wildlife workers at the Nagaland 
Zoological Park (NZP) at Rangapahar of 
Dimapur have finally bred hornbills ‘in 
captivity’ on Tuesday.

A press statement from the NZP 
informed that a female oriental pied 
hornbill emerged with one chick from 
an artificial nest box (an enclosure pro-
vided for animals to nest in) ‘in which 
it had enclosed itself since April 2018.’

“Hornbills have a very unique nest-
ing behaviour. After mating the female 
goes inside the nest and plaster the 
opening of the nest cavity from in-
side leaving just a small opening wide 
enough to receive food from the male 
outside who feeds both the chicks and 
the mother till they emerge from the 
nest box.

Nagaland Zoological Park had been 
attempting to breed hornbills in captiv-
ity for last five years however it was not 
successfully. The successful breeding 
of Oriental Pied Hornbill in Nagaland 
Zoological Park has given us a lot of 
knowledge about their behaviour. Since 
Hornbills pair for life the pair is expected 
to continue to breed in the park,” the 
statement read. 

The RZP is trying to identify other 
compatible pairs for breeding in the 
future and start a conservation breeding 
programme for oriental pied hornbills, 
it added.

Imrongkumba Aier
Mokokchung, July 10 (EMN): 
The fish business in Mokokc-
hung district has gone down 
since the past one month after 
the authorities clamped down 
on formalin-laced fish, coupled 
with consumers’ fear of chemi-
cally enhanced food, and its 
adverse impact on health.

The three-month blanket 
ban in Nagaland on import of 
fish, prohibition against stor-
age, distribution and sale of fish 
products including crustaceans 
treated with formalin or other 
forms of preservatives has hit 
the livelihood of many fish 
vendors and suppliers in the 
district.

The ban in Mokokchung on 
June 29 has also led to closure 
of fish stalls at Cosmos area and 
New Market.

“The fish business is fac-
ing a big crisis…few remain-
ing stalls may also run out 
of business because hardly a 
few customers visit the stall to 
purchase life fishes and other 
aquatic species,” said a mother 
who is a breadwinner for her six 
children.

“We sell approximately 20-
40 kgs of various species of fish 

a day. However, because of the 
total blanket ban we hardly sell 
a kilogram of life fish a day….
We cannot feed our family if the 
crises continue,” said another 
woman. 

She was apparently in des-
perate need of an alternative 
arrangement for regular supply 
of fish to continue her liveli-
hood.

A wholesaler, L Supong Ao, 
who is said to have lost a huge 
sum of money because of the 
ban, said Mokokchung district 
consumed approximately 2000 
kgs of imported fish in a week 
on an average. 

It comes to about INR 6.20 
lakh for wholesalers.

“If vendor’s shares are add-
ed up than fish business is los-
ing around INR 10 lakhs a week, 
which is a big hole to recover for 
the fragile economy of Mokokc-
hung,” Ao asserted. 

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f 
Mokokchung Municipal Coun-
cil W Manpai Phom issued a 
notice on July 9 inviting local 
fresh fish vendors and suppliers 
from the district to sell locally 
available fresh fish on a retail 
price of INR 250 per kg.

The notice had cautioned 

that suppliers and vendors 
would be responsible for ensur-
ing that the fish is formalin-free 
and safe for consumption.

Phom informed that a trail 
base had been arranged with 
local suppliers in the district. 
The first consignment of ap-

proximately 500 kgs of local fish 
will hit the market this week 
itself. 

He added that the local sup-

pliers had been contacted to 
maintain a sustainable chain of 
supply to the market for at least 
once a week.

However, wholesalers are 
apprehensive that the local fish 
price may be high. Customers 
might not buy fish that had 
been bred in stagnant water 
and ponds. 

Such fish are said to emit the 
scent of mud. Another problem 
that pointed to was shortage of 
ice which might come in the 
way of preserving the fish for 
longer periods.

The local fish available in 
the district can hardly be sus-
tained for two months or so. 

Local suppliers can provide 
only 200 kgs in a week. It is 
considered much less accord-
ing to market demand, Supong 
asserted.

The ban on imported fish 
imposed in the entire state for 
three months has opened a 
wide door for fishery owners 
and local suppliers to enter the 
competitive market.

A question that arises is 
this: Would the locally bred fish 
would be available at afford-
able prices compared to that of 
imported fish.

The female oriental pied hornbill inside a nest box at the NZP. 
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A section of fish stalls that has closed for business in Mokokchung seen here on Tuesday.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): The Eastern Nagaland 
People’ Organisation (ENPO) has appealed to the 
prime minister of India, Narendra Modi, to remove 
the tag of terrorist labelled on the NSCN (K), and to 
‘initiate peace talks at the earliest’ with the group.

A copy of a representation stating the appeal 
was made available to the local newspapers on 
Tuesday. “India is the world’s largest and most vi-
brant democracy where every citizen longs to live 
a vibrant life with a peaceful situation. The respon-
sibility of ensuring peace in the Nagaland state is 
not only that of the people living here, but also that 

of the central government and the Nagaland state 
government, and for which, the people of ENPO 
appeal the honourable prime minister of India and 
the state government of Nagaland to initiate peace 
talks at the earliest so that peace and normalcy can 
be restored.” 

The ENPO appealed to the prime minister also 
“to take a pragmatic step to the problem so as not 
to confront with the same news of violence, crime, 
war and unrest. And if this is not checked in time, 
we foresee that there could be more burdensome 
future for the people living in the region.”

Noida, July 10 (PTI): South Ko-
rean consumer electronics major 
Samsung on Monday inaugu-
rated the world's largest mobile 
phone factory here which will 
double its annual handset pro-
duction capacity to 120 million 
units by 2020.

The facility was inaugurated 
jointly by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in. The new plant 
will help the company raise its 
capacity in a phased manner, 
from 68 million units at present, 
to 120 million.

The company also launched 
“Make for the World' initiative, 
whereby it aims to export mobile 
handsets produced in India, to 

overseas markets.
Samsung India CEO HC Hong 

said: "Our Noida factory, the 
world's largest mobile factory, 
is a symbol of Samsung's strong 
commitment to India, and a 
shining example of the success of 
the Government's ‘Make in India' 
programme. Samsung is a long-
term partner of India. The com-
pany is aligned with government 
policies and will continue to seek 
their support to achieve ‘dream of 
making India a global export hub 
for mobile phones’, he said.

In June last year Samsung 
had announced investment of Rs 
4,915 crore to add new capacity at 
the Noida plant in Uttar Pradesh. 
Set up in 1996, Samsung's Noida 

factory, is one of the first global 
electronics manufacturing facili-
ties set up in India.

“A bigger manufacturing 
plant, spread over 129,000 sq 
metres, will help Samsung meet 
the growing demand for its in-
novative products and services 
across the country and also fulfil 
the company's goal of making In-
dia an export hub for the world,” 
Samsung said in a statement

Presently all Samsung mobile 
phones, including its flagship Gal-
axy S9, S9+ and Galaxy Note8, are 
manufactured at its Noida plant 
Samsung has another manufac-
turing unit at Sriperumbudur, 
near Chennai, five R&D centres 
and one design centre in India.

Srinagar, July 10 (PTI): 
The internet here has been 
left buzzing with two tales 
of honesty of Jammu and 
Kashmir policemen after 
a special police officer and 
a constable returned two 
lost bags with huge cash to 
their rightful owners.

Special Police Officer 
Umar Mushtaq, who works 
for a meagre salary of Rs 
6,000 a month, returned a 
bag containing Rs 90,000 
cash to its rightful owner 
here yesterday.

"Honesty is ingrained 
here as an organisational 
value. SPO Umar Mushtaq 
posted at Qamarwari today 
returned a bag containing 
Rs 90,000 cash to its right-
ful owner Abdul Aziz Malla 
of Palpora (Noorbagh)," 
Kashmir Zone Police said 
in a tweet, which was used 
and shared by numerous 
'twiteratis.' 

Malla, who had recent-
ly retired from Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation, 
had lost the bag contain-
ing his retirement savings 
and had lodged a report 

in the concerned police sta-
tion.

The SPO, who found the 
bag, informed his superior 
officer who, in turn, ensured 
that it is returned to its owner 
after proper verification.

"Honesty is the rarest 
wealth anyone can possess. 
Hats off to Umar Mushtaq of 
@JmuKmrPolice who found 
a bag containing Rs 90k at 
Qamarwari (Srinagar) and 
then returned it to owner 
Abdul Aziz Malla, a former 
employee of SMC. 

It was his superannua-
tion savings," a twitter user 
wrote.

The police department 
also posted about another 
incident in which a con-
stable returned a bag con-
taining valuables and Rs 
21,000 cash to an Amarnath 
pilgrim.

"Sg.ct Farooq Ahmad, 
operator with Principal PTS 
Manigam, handing over a 
bag Containing some valu-
ables and Rs 21,000 cash to 
Venketesavar Rao R/O dis-
trict Guntur Tamil Nadu.

The couple had lost the 
bag in Manigam base camp 
while returning back from 
Amarnath Yatra," the police 
tweeted.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

D i m a p u r,  J u l y  1 0 
(EMN): Lamenting the 
state of confusion that 
the present youth find 
themselves in, Sano 
Vamuzo, former chair-
person of the State 
Women Commission 
urged the students to 
educate themselves 
with Naga history and 
the struggles of the 
preceding generations. 

V a m u z o  a l s o 
stressed on the im-
portance of finding a 
balance for living in a 
society that is in tran-
sition. 

Vamuzo was speak-
ing at the frehers’ day 
of Alder College in Ko-
hima on July 7 as the 
guest of hour. An up-
date received from the 

Organisers and the participants pose for the lens during the training programme in Dimapur.

Members of the Can Youth along with the participants.

Sano Vamuzo being felicitated by Alder college.

Toppers recieve awrds from Zunheboto DPDB on July 10.

Committee convenes oral 
evidence meeting
The Committee on Government Assurances (2018- 
2019) has convened an oral evidence meeting with the 
department of Power, Home and Urban Development 
on July 16 at 11 am in the assembly committee room. 
Informing this in a press release,  Secretary Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly Pangamla has requested to at-
tend the meeting positively.

Mkg. ADC invites local fish vendors
In view of the ban on import / sale of formalin treated 
fish in Mokokchung district and subsequent non 
availability of fish in the market, the additional deputy 
commissioner and administrator of Mokokchung 
Municipal Council (MMC), W Manpai Phom, has 
invited interested fresh fish vendors / suppliers from 
Mokokchung district for distribution / sale of locally 
available fresh fish. The retail price for local fresh fish 
has been fixed at INR 250 per kg. The administration 
informed that the supplier / vendor would be respon-
sible to ensure that the fish product is formalin free 
and safe for consumption.

Peren’s ADC call coordination 
meeting
Additional Deputy Commissioner Peren, Sarita Yadav 
has convened a coordination meeting with all recog-
nised political parties under Peren district on July 11 in 
the old DC’s conference hall at Peren town, at 11 am. 
The meeting has been convened in connection with 
the ongoing special revision of photo electoral rolls 
with reference to Jan. 1, 2019, as the qualifying date. 
The ADC has informed all the concerned member¬¬s 
to attend the meeting positively.

Dimapur GBs convene meeting
GBs’ Union Dimapur (GBUD) has convened its an-
nual general meeting on July 13 at 10:30 am at Lotha 
HoHo Ki, near DC Court junction. The union has 
requested all the concerned members to attend the 
meeting in GB’s uniform without fail.

AAP Nagaland mourns demise
AAP Nagaland unit has mourned the demise of S Alem 
Longkumer, father of its convenor Dr. Amos Long-
kumer. The party has conveyed condolence to be-
reaved family members and prayed that the Almighty 
God would grant them strength to bear with the loss. 
It further prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The districts planning and 
development board have 
conducted its monthly 
meeting for the month of 
July on July 10 Tuesday. 

Z u n h e b o t o :  T h e 
Zunheboto DPDB has 
conducted its monthly 
meeting cum felicitation 
programme for the High 
School Leaving Certificate 
(HSLC) and Higher Sec-
ondary School Leaving 
Certificate (HSSLC) ex-
aminations toppers in the 
district at the deputy com-
missioner’s conference hall 
in Zunheboto. 

According to the re-
port, the meeting was con-
ducted under the chair-
manship of it’s 

G i v i n g  a w a y  t h e 
awards, the vice chair-
man of the board, Shana-
vas wished the candi-
dates a bright career. “You 
achieved something so we 
are encouraging you so 
that you can achieve more 
in future”, he said.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The Nagamese Sub Council 
Christian Revival Churches 
Youth Association of Na-
galand held its first youth 
leadership training from 
July 6 to 8th in Dimapur 
under the banner  ‘Inspire, 
develop, lead,’ in Dimapur.

Resources person for 

the training were NCRC 
mission director, Rev. Im-
chayanger; NCRC Mission 
coordinator, pastor Ado 
kezo; Sovima CRC associ-
ate pastor, Zhau Sanchu, 
and camp director, Drona 
Sunar. A press release re-
ceived here on Monday 
infromed.

Altogether 54 campers 
attended from 11 churches. 
The training programme 
was conducted with the 
guidance of the Nagamese 
Council president, pastor 
Sezo from Apostolic CRC 
Dimapur and youth advi-
sor pastor, Avile Puro from 
Sovima prayer centre.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN):  
The Community Avenue 
Network (Can) Youth 
has conducted a capac-
ity building workshop on 
‘discovering self and ca-
reer opportunity’ with the 
youth of Signal Angami 
village at its Panchayat hall 
on July 9. 

According to an up-
dates from the organisa-
tion, the founder of the 
Can Youth, Jenpu Rong-
mei spoke about skills and 
talents of youth that ‘go 
wasted and undiscovered 
while in search of govern-
ment service.’ He encour-

aged the youth to succeed 
in life by managing prop-
er effort, skills and hard 
work. He also challenge 
the youths to come out 
of their comfort zone and 
stop blaming the system. 
Further, he urged them 
to be self dependent and 
work for the sustainability 
of one’s life.

The program facilitator 
of Can Youth, Kivitoli Sema, 
facilitated the youths about 
the program and vision of 
the workshop.

During the workshop, 
the youths were also in-
formed about job avenues, 

entrepreneurs’ opportu-
nity, and upcoming skill 
training program through 
the support of different 
partners of Can Youth. 

The youth opined that 
the government should 
start a programme where 
aspiring entrepreneurs can 
pitch their ideas to govern-
ment. They also urged in 
bringing more private sec-
tor market and increase 
development in tourism 
sector.

Can Youth team were 
assisted by MSW interns 
from Bosco Institute of 
Jorhat in Assam. 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The Naga Christian Fel-
lowship of South Korea 
(NCFSK) has conducted 
summer camp from June 
24-2 at Seoul city, Gupabal 
in Seokwang Church un-
der the theme “Rekindle 
first love.” The speakers for 
the event were Dr. Tasoni 
Moon and Dr. Akum Ozu-
kum.  A press release re-
ceived from the fellowship 
informed about the event. 

Dr. Moon spoke on the 
topic, “Pressing towards 
the goal.” Sharing text 
from Philippians Chapter 
3 Verses 2 to 14, emphasiz-
ing on the life of Paul the 
Apostle who lived a mean-

ingful life with a single 
focus, and a determined 
purpose to follow and 
know Christ Jesus. Stating 
that no hardship could 
ever contain or stop Paul 
from pursuing his zeal for 
the Lord, the speaker re-
minded the Naga students 
in Korea that running a 
good race for Christ Jesus 
required a lot of focus, 
perseverance and com-
mitment to serve, and also 
urged upon the campers 
to strive for excellence and 
dedication. 

Also, speaking on the 
topic,”Vision “, Dr. Ozu-
kum said, “when we have 
no vision, we walk aim-

lessly, live carelessly and 
die shamefully.” The poor-
est people are not the ones 
without money but it is 
the people who have no 
vision, he added. 

Ozukum exhorted the 
campers to rekindle their 
passion for Christ and ful-
fil the purpose of God, say-
ing, ‘life stops when you 
stop dreaming, hope ends 
when you stop believing.’ 
He also said ‘where there is 
no vision, the people per-
ish: but he that kept law, 
happy is he.’ Further, he 
urged the campers to have 
a firm vision with focus to 
serve the Lord as Christ 
ambassadors. 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The Kohima District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB) has con-
vened its monthly meeting 
on July 16 at the deputy 
commissioner’s confer-
ence hall in Kohima. The 
district planning officer 
has informed all the de-
partments that in view of 
the renovation works go-
ing on at the District Plan-
ning Machinery office, the 
DPDB hall will not be use 
till the repairing work is 
completed.

Also, Mon District 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board (DBDP) meet-
ing has been scheduled 
on July 16 at 11 am in the 
deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall. All the 
board members have been 
requested to attend.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
Tobu area students’ union 
(Tasu) has announced to 
undertake tour to all the 
18 villages from July 16 to 
24th to inspect schools 
and health centres. The 
objective of the tour was 
to identify some of the key 
challenges for scaling up 
the education and health 
facilities under Tobu block.

In this regard, the un-
ion has informed all the 
government appointed 
staff to be present at their 
respective place of post-
ing. The union president, 
Sangti Konyak, and the 
general secretary, David-
son Ngushu, warned that 
the union would not be 
entertaining any proxy 
teachers/ nurse to interact 
with the TASU team dur-
ing the meeting, adding 
no justification from the 

VEC/VHC chairman or 
teacher in-charge would 
be accepted for failing to 
be present during the pro-
posed tour.

The union has ex-
pressed disappointment 
with the staff for always 
taking the resolutions of 
TASU for granted and im-
plicating on roads and poor 
infrastructure. The union 
questioned whether such 
facilities were agreed to 
by the concerned depart-
ments to be provided at the 
time of their appointment 
as teachers/ nurses in a 
remote area like Tobu. 

The union further 
warned that all the reports 
would be forwarded to 
DEO and CMO for tak-
ing strict action against 
any staff failing to present 
themselves during the 
meeting. 

college informed about 
the event.   

Highlight of a day pro-
gramme included songs, 

dances and other enter-
tainment items. 

The distinction for 
MIL (Sumi) in HSLC was 
awarded to Millento I 
Achumi of GHSS, Zunhe-
boto and Vitoli K Yeptho of 
GHSS Satakha was award-
ed for Social Science and 
Environmental Studies. 
Achumi also received the 
award for HSSLC topper 
from the district 

The board reviewed the 
last meeting minutes fol-

lowed by introduction of 
the members. Zunheboto 
Electrical presented the 
activities of the depart-
ment.

Tuensang: The month-
ly DBDP meeting of Tu-
ensang district was con-
ducted on Tuesday at DC’s 
office in Tuensang.

During the meeting, 
the chairman of the board, 
L Jamithung Lotha, wel-

comed and introduced 
two new board members: 
superintendent of police, 
Tuensang, Bharat Markad 
and extra assistant com-
m is s i on e r,  Tu en sa ng , 
Vikhato Picka.

Rviewing the last meet-
ing minutes, the chairman 
urged the board mem-
bers to participate in the 
meeting with new ideas 
and share their views and 
opinions.

 The agenda discussed 
during the meeting in-
cluded maintenance of 
Tuensang–Longleng road 
by North Eastern Council 
and proposal for setting 
up tourist rest house and 
resort at Yongpang sector. 
The agenda was discussed 
and approved for higher 
up for its implementation.

The house also ap-
proved the renewal of 
Dolen Tangjam Society. 
Medical department has 
been entrusted to pres-
entation the report in the 
next meeting.

P u g h o b o t o :  T h e 
monthly Sub-Divisional 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board meeting of 
Pughoboto was conducted 
in the DB court hall on July 
9 at Pughoboto.

The sub-divisional 
officer (civil), Tiayanger 
Jamir, reviewed the last 
meeting minute. 

The chairmanship of, 
Y Vikheho Swu welcomed 
the new additional depu-
ty commissioner (ADC), 
Phuleshe K Yepthomi.

In respond to the pres-
entation given by the en-
gineers of Public Works 
department on the de-
ployment of labourers and 
engineers during the mon-
soon season, the chairman 
called upon the depart-
ment to make a routine for 
the labourers in order to 
maintain roads particular-
ly in the month of July and 
August, the report read.

Swu further directed 
the engineers to provide 
labourers, sector-wise, for 

the management of the 
roads and also asked them 
to apply their minds as to 
how tactfully they can han-
dle the roads with the help 
of machineries. He added 
that engineers should reg-
ularly visit the site where 
developments are being 
undertaken.

“Thuwuni,” a festival 
would be organised which 
has been entrusted to Alo-
bo Naga, he informed.

The house also en-
trusted the forest ranger 
to bring out a ‘Pughoboto 
Green Belt’ or ‘zone map’ 
for identification of po-
tentials reserved areas and 
gave a presentation on the 
same. 

Setting up of 63 KV 
transformers in both the 
new ADC complex and 
new stadium was proposed 
to be forwarded to the con-
cerned department. Work 
distribution for the forth-
coming Independence 
Day was also distributed, 
DPRO informed. 

Nchangram fetes achievers

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The All Nchangram Stu-
dents’  Union (ANSU) 
conducted a felicitation 
programme in the village 
council hall at Nchangram 
on July 6.

Rev. Kitanwi Chewang, 
executive secretary of Li-
angmai Baptist Associa-
tion (LBA) attended the 

programme as the speaker. 
On the occasion, the 

union also elected new 
executives for the tenure 
2018-19. The team will 
be headed by Dithuibo 
Newmai as president and 
Wipiwangbo Nring as gen-
eral secretary. This was 
informed in a press release 
received here on Tuesday. 

Rev. Kitanwi Chewang addressing a felicitation programme at Nchangram 
council hall on July 10.
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Mokokchung DPDB Chairman Imnatiba (centre) flanked by Minister 
for Municipal Affairs, Metsubo Jamir (left) and Mokokchung DC, Sachin 
Jaiswal. 

Chumoukedima Village Youth Society members on the ocassion of its 38th Youth Day on July 10. 

     MLA Yitachu adressing the Phek DPDB members. 

Members of Wildlife Division Dimapur along with the villagers of Akumen village under Mokokchung 
district on  July 9. 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
Advisor and chairman 
of Mokokchung District 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board (DPDB), Im-
natiba, has highlighted 
on the various initiatives 
undertaken by the PDA 
government in the state 
adding that the mini horn-
bill festival is one of the 
many initiatives to foster 
unity among the people.

Addressing members 
during the monthly meet-
ing of Mokokchung Dis-
trict Planning and Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) 
held in the conference hall 
of the additional deputy 
commissioner on July 9, 
Imnatiba has sought the 
support of all concerned 
in order to make the 
programme a success. A 
DPRO report stated

Minister of  urban 
development and mu-
nicipal affairs, Metsubo 
Jamir, who was present 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): In con-
nection with the state-wide launch-
ing of measles-rubella (MR) vacci-
nation campaign from October 3, 
district task force (DTF), Mokokc-
hung, has held a meeting on July 7 
under the chairmanship of Sachin 
Jaiswal, deputy commissioner, 
Mokokchung, at ADC’s conference 
hall.

Speaking at the meeting, Dr. 
Temsuyanger, DPO (UIP/RCH), 
stated that the MR vaccination 
campaign would target children 
from the age group of 9 months 
to 15 years. According to him, the 
campaign would be an important 
step towards reducing measles and 
rubella morbidity and mortality in 
the country and also outlined the 
country’s effort to its commitment 
to eliminate measles and control 
rubella and congenital rubella syn-
drome by 2020. 

The campaign would be of 
five-week period with the first two 
weeks to be held in all schools and 
educational institutions and the 

following two weeks in the com-
munity- at the Anganwadi centres 
and health sub centres, and the 
final week for catch up immunisa-
tion of children, who could not be 
vaccinated in the first two weeks. 
DPO highlighted about the roles 
of all the concerned departments, 
NGOs and district administration 
and sought their support during the 
entire campaign period. 

Dr. Abhishek Singh, RRT-WHO, 
also highlighted about the ob-
jectives, plans, importance and 
estimation of human resources in 
micro planning for MR campaign.

Meanwhile, the DC has request-
ed all the participants to keep 
themselves updated and extend 
full support and cooperation within 
their respective areas for successful 
implementation of the campaign. 

In a similar programme, dis-
trict task force committee (DTFC) 
of Peren district has conducted a 
meeting on July 9 in the deputy 
commissioner’s (DC) conference 
hall at New DC complex, Peren. 

According to a DIPR report, the 
DC, S Tainiu, has stressed on the 
importance of MR campaign which 
is being organised across the coun-
try. She urged upon the members 
to create public awareness for the 
success of the programme.

Deputy chief medical officer, Dr. 
Supongmenla, and the district pro-
gramme officer, Dr. Nukshisangla, 
shared plans and targeted areas 
on how it should be covered dur-
ing MR vaccination programme. 
They emphasised that not a single 
children between the ages of nine 
months to 15 years should be left 
out of immunisation programme.

Private practitioners were also 
asked to support the DTFC for 
successful implementation of the 
programme. It stated that all block 
levels would be monitored by re-
spective officers heading the area. 

It added that series of meetings 
would be convened depending on 
the need among the implementing 
agencies before the launching of 
the campaign on October 3.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): A team of 
Dimapur Wildlife Division has made a 
trip to Akumen village in Mokokchung 
on July 9. The purpose of the trip was to 
conduct an awareness programme about 
the mitigation of Human Animal Conflict 
(HAC). A press release from the wildlife 
establishment on Tuesday informed that 
the trip was led by the Wildlife Warden 
Dimapur (WWD), K Caroline Angami. 

According to the updates, the pro-
gramme was initiated after a leopard 
attacked a local villager a few days ago 
in the vicinity of Akumen village. The 
updates mentioned that people from 
Lirmen and Tsurmen villages also par-
ticipated in the programme.

Angami addressed the participants 
during the programme and distrib-
uted guidelines and manual books 
about Wildlife Protection Act 1972 to the 
participants. 

The updates mentioned that Bano 
Haralu, the director of Nagaland Wildlife 
and Biodiversity Conservation Trust who 

possess a vast experience and knowledge 
in the field of Human Animal Conflict 
attended the programme as the resource 
person. Haralu exhorted the participants 
to have a holistic approach on mitigation 
of Wildlife conflict.

Speaking about the leopard incident 
Haralu opined that the incident should 
be studied on chronological events over 
the past and not on any random assump-
tions of wild animal. 

Haralu asserted that humans and 
wild animals have co-existed in the past 
and it is still the same today. She stated 
that with the ever increasing demands of 
resources it only become more impera-
tive to be proactive in conservation and 
have a sense of belongingness to the sur-
rounding areas.

According to the updates, visual 
clips on wildlife crime and also videos 
on mutual co-existence of human with 
leopard were shown to the participants 
on projectors to give practical informa-
tion to the viewers.    

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): Deputy 
Commissioner, Kiphire, Moham-
med Ali Shihab, IAS said that Kiphire 
is one of the aspirational districts in 
the country which was selected by 
the Government of India in order to 
bring prosperity and economically 
sound district in Nagaland as well as 
in the Country.

He encouraged the 25 Villagers 
who attended the programme and 
said that the village identity is the 
economic growth and the unique 
strength of the community. He also 
said that the district cultivation is 
mainly focused in rajma & maize. 
He called upon the villagers to keep 
their interest in cultivation of crops 
and stated that the Administration 
will carry out inspection along with 
District Agriculture departments 

where the best grower Village will be 
awarded. Meanwhile, Seyochung, 
Sitimi and Singrap villagers extended 
invitations to inspect their field culti-
vations anytime. He also encouraged 
the villagers to make their villages 
into ‘model village, green village as 
well as clean villages’. 

The DC also informed the villag-
ers to be prepared with presentations 
before the Department officers. Both 
DC and Joint Director Agriculture 
department thanked Dr. K. Mano-
haram, Director Directorate of Jute 
Development GOI, Ministry of Ag-
riculture & Farmers Welfare, Kolkata 
for visiting the aspirational district 
despite.

Joint Director, Directorate of Ag-
riculture Nagaland, K Renphamo 
Kikon in his short speech said that the 

agriculture department is working for 
the benefit of the public to grow good 
crops and to maintain their econom-
ic growth. He also highlighted that 
the department has constructed the 
Seeds distribution Centre attached to 
the DAO office. 

He also assured to construct an-
other seeds distribution centre and 
encouraged them to use the organic 
manure for their crops.

The Soyabean mini-kits seed 
was distributed by AFA DAO office 
Kiphire C T Setsiba. SDO Civil Kiphire 
also spoke in the programme. The 
Keynote address was given by Dr. K. 
Manoharan, Director, Directorate of 
Jute Development, GOI, Ministry of 
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Kolka-
ta. Vote of thanks was pronounced by 
SDAO Kiphire, Phramasie. 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The State Agriculture 
Management and Exten-
sion Training Institute 
(SAMETI), Nagaland or-
ganized and sponsored 
and interstate exposure 
tour for officials of SA-
METI and IETC to Meg-
halaya from 3-7 July 2018. 

The tour included vis-
its to important offices 
like the Central Potato 
Research Station (CPRS), 
KVK (East Khasi Hills) 
etc.   During the visits, the 
team interacted with the 
heads and staff of all the 
offices wherein, they were 
taken around the official 
establishments and intro-
duced to the activities un-
dertaken in the different 
departments. The team  
also made field visits to a 
floriculture nursery run 
by a progressive farmer 
and fruit garden under the 
department of Horticul-
ture. The team also visited 
Mwalynnong village in 
East Khasi Hills district, 
popularly known as the 
cleanest village in Asia and 
Sawki in West Jaintia Hills 
district which is famous 
for the Umngot river that 
separates India and Bang-
ladesh, this was stated in a 
press release issued by the 
director SAMETI and Prin-
cipal IETC, Medziphema, 
Nagaland. 

Dimapur,July 10 (EMN): 
The DPDB meeting of 
Phek district was con-
ducted at conference hall 
in Phek. 
The vice chairman of the 
board, Orenthung Lotha, 
presided over the meet-
ing.

The meeting reviewed 
the last meeting minutes 
where the application 
for society registration 
in respect of foundation 
for education research 
and skill development has 
been differed to the next 
meeting.

T h e  M L A  Y i t a c h u 
called on the members to 
be attentive while serving 
the government service. 
“We need to take in good 

Mini hornbill festival to 
promote unity — Imnatiba

Chumoukedima youths observe annual youth day

Northern Angami-II 
elders appeal for 
reconciliation

Action committee affirms 
on ‘one government one tax’

Districts hold meetings on measles-rubella campaign 

Dimapur wildlife div. visits Akumen village Sameti Nagaland 
tours Meghalaya 

‘Kiphire, one of the aspirational districts in the country’

‘We need good attitude for better generation’

STATE

during the FAMILY PLANNING FORTNIGHT from 11TH to 24TH of JULY 2018 in the form of:

WORLD POPULATION DAY 
11th JULY 2018

PERMANENT FAMILY PLANNING METHOD: (VASECTOMY for Men & TUBECTOMY for Women)
TEMPORARY FAMILY PLANNING METHOD: (Copper-T, Condom, Oral Contraceptive, 
                 PPIUCD, IUCD-380 & 375)

GET COMPENSATION OF

ISSUED IN PUBLIC INTEREST BY THE NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION,  
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND

For more information contact your nearest Health Centre

Be Responsible
Make Plans

COUNSELLING & 
INFORMATION MATERIALS  

on various Family Planning Methods

BENEFICIARIES CAN AVAIL  
Injectable Contraceptive (DMPA) from their 

respective District Hospital

PLAN Your Family and Give  
Your Children a Bright Future

MARRY at the Right Age, Keep Adequate 
Spacing (2-3 years) Between 2 Children

  a Meaningful Tomorrow 
       with Family Planning”

“Start

`600     on Tubectomy

`300     on PPIUCD & PAIUCD`1,100  on Vasectomy

DURING THE FAMILY 
HEALTH MELA

AVAIL FREE FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES from Government Hospitals across the State

 KG-2652

at the meeting, said that 
Tsungremmong, one of 
the most important fes-
tivals of the Aos, would 
be clubbed with the mini 
hornbill festival by giv-
ing more meaning to the 
celebration. He has sug-
gested all the government 
departments and the non-
governmental organisa-
tions to come forward and 
participate by contribut-

ing ideas for the success 
of the festival.

The deputy commis-
sioner, who is also the 
chairman of the mini 
hornbill festival in the dis-
trict, presented the com-
mittee meeting minutes 
in connection with the 
festival in Mokokchung 
which was scheduled 
from August 1 to 3, the 
report stated.

After reviewing the last 
meeting minutes, agendas 
on registration of societies 
such as Educare Society of 
Kumlong ward, Mokok-
chung and Mosais Soci-
ety of Longpange Sector, 
Mokokchung village were 
approved and forwarded 
for approval.

The house has also 
discussed on the dete-
riorating road conditions 
especially the national 
highway–2. The house 
advised the department 
to sort things out with the 
contractors so that normal 
life is not affected.

Taking note on the 
non-availability of fish 
in the market due to the 
recent ban imposed on 
fish supply after detect-
ing formalin in the fish 
supply, the board agreed 
to encourage and find 
ways to invite local fish 
producers in the market, 
it added.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
The Chumoukedima Vil-
lage Youth Society ob-
served its 38th Youth Day 
on July 10, at Youth Hall, 
Chumokedima Village. 
Rev. Lhouzoviu Shüya 
graced the programme as 
the “Thehiekrü-u” - Head 
of the Feast. 

A press release re-
ceived here today , while 
informing about the pro-
gramme, stated that Rev. 
Shüya encouraged the 
Youths to utilize their 
prime diligently and serve 
the community by be-
ing well-prepared for all 
eventuality. 

W h i l e  u r g i n g  t h e 
youth to inculcate humil-
ity but also be competitive 
in spirit, Rev. Shüya stated 
that ‘one needs to be rel-
evant with the present 
times but also need to 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
Responding to news re-
port appeared on May 
22, thirteen elders from 
different villages under 
11th Northern Angami-II 
assembly constituency 
have expressed concern 
over the allegation made 
by MLA Yitachu against 
former MLA Chupfuo. 
Yitachu had alleged that 
Chupfuo was purchased 
by the state Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio, who is 
also from the same con-
stituency.

 In this regards, the 
elders have appealed 
Chufuo not to go further 
with the issue and also 
told Yitachu not to make 
such statement without 
proof in future.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): Public 
Action Committee (PAC) has reaf-
firmed on October 31, 2013, public 
resolution for “One government, one 
tax” and to restrict all forms of collec-
tion/ multiple taxations/ syndicate 
and dealership fees within Dimapur 
district which are being randomly 
collected by agencies or in the name 
of Underground Groups causing 
untold harassment to business com-
munity and giving way to price rise in 
the market.

PAC, who comprised of Naga 
Council Dimapur, Naga Women 
Hoho Dimapur, Urban colony Chair-
men Federation, Dimapur Chamber 
of Commerce & Industries, Dimapur 
Sardar GBs’ Union and 19 tribal 
hoho presidents, has taken this res-
olution during its meet on July 10 at 
Naga Council office. The members 
deliberated on exorbitant and ran-

dom collection in the name of tax 
collection prevailing in and around 
Dimapur, a joint press release issued 
by PAC convenor Vekhosayi Nyekha 
and the co-convenor K Ghokheto 
Chophy stated.

The house also appealed to all 
Naga political groups to restrain 
from all forms of collection within 
Dimapur district and to uphold their 
declaration to cease tax collection.

 The house called upon all NPGs 
to unify under one platform to pave 
way for an early solution on the 
prolonged Naga political issues and 
also deliberate to work out a means 
on the symbolic ration collection as 
practised earlier.

It further appealed to the com-
petent authority in the district to be 
vigilant and to take needful action in 
curbing antisocial element prevail-
ing in and around Dimapur

be rooted in the ethos of 
Family and age-old tradi-
tion’. 

The programme was 
followed by Traditional 
Feasting and various in-
digenous competitions. 

E a r l i e r,  t h e  P r o -
gramme was chaired by 
Kevisiezo Kire, Pukrosül 
Kin evoked God’s bless-
ing, welcome note was 
delivered by Medochüzo 
Medoze while Medo-

phrezo and Meyiesinuo 
enthralled the gathering 
with special numbers, 
and Vizovotuo Medoze 
delivered the note of 
gratitude, the release 
added. 

attitude in the right di-
rection for betterment of 

future generation so that 
together we build pros-

perous of our society,” he 
said.

The president of Phek 
District Badminton As-
sociation, Kelhikha Kenyi, 
also spoke regarding the 
upcoming Nagaland Bad-
minton tournament to be 
held at Pfütsero and called 
upon members for collec-
tive effort. 

The meet ing  a lso 
deliberated about the 
bridge over Kayoti Riv-
er near Thewati, which 
was washed away during 
monsoon period.

The departmental 
activities were also pre-
sented by Transport and 
Industries, Art and Culture 
and District Sports Office 
departments. 



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, July 11, 2018

Twist in MU saga: Student 
group supports VC  

Khandu seeks NEC help to develop connectivity in AP

Biren Singh pays homage to AR martyr 

Fish farmers day observed in Manipur

AR seize gold 
worth INR 
19.92 lakhs  

NFR Tinsukia first to remove  
all unmanned crossing gates

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
In surprise development 
concerning the ongoing 
Manipur University crisis, 
a group of  student organi-
sations in Manipur have 
expressed support to the 
vice chancellor of Manipur, 
for whose removal staff and 
students are demanding. 

The Thadou Students’ 
Association, Rongmei Naga 
Students’ Organisation, the 
Liangmai Naga KatimaiLu-
angdi, and the Zomi Stu-
dents’ Federation of  Delhi 
issued a statement on Tues-
day under the banner of  
‘joint tribal student bodies, 
Manipur.’ 

“This is tantamount to 
assassination of  students’ 
career. The agitation, as we 
see, is only counter-produc-
tive. This is an irreparable 
loss for the whole society. 
The blame game should stop 
immediately and the agitat-
ing students’ body are once 
again requested to immedi-
ately withdraw its agitation 
to pave way for resumption 
of  normal administrative 
and academic activities in 
the university,” the press 
release stated.

The group has even de-
manded “not to remove 
the vice-chancellor until 
after the completion of the 
inquiries and unless the vice-
chancellor is found guilty of  
wrongdoings that befit his 

Members of the ‘joint tribal student bodies of Manipur’ in protest on Tueday. 

EM Images

Students’ group seen during the protest on Tueday.

EM Images

 N Biren Singh pays tributes to the Assam Rifles martyr in Imphal on Tuesday.

The Tinsukia division of the NF Railway has eliminated all unmanned level crossing gates, the railway 
organisation has informed. The division is said to be from the NFR to do so. 
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Soft light wood
 6. Cook
 10. Forms on a sore
 14. Promises
 15. Car
 16. Jason’s ship (Greek mythology)
 17. Drive back
 18. Salutation
 19. Star Trek enemy
 20. Held in high regard
 22. Small insect with pincers
 24. Golf ball supports
 25. Suppleness
 26. Victors
 29. Metric units of area
 30. Cod-like fish
 31. Oxygen-bearing protein in red 

blood cells
 37. Of the lower body
 39. German car
 40. Delete
 41. Double bass
 44. ____ Disney
 45. Baking appliance
 46. Dissertations
 48. Boxcar full
 52. Propel a boat by wind
 53. Aristocratic family of medieval 

Italy
 54. Espionage aircraft
 58. Last In First Out (accounting)
 59. Priest
 61. Spruces
 62. Association (abbrev.)
 63. Chieftain
 64. US writer Joyce Carol _____
 65. Watery fluids from blood
 66. Day of the month
 67. Sneering 

 DOWN
 1. Naked
 2. Avenues (abbrev.)
 3. Cut off

 4. Small fancy cake
 5. Not awake
 6. Juniper shrubs
 7. Colored
 8. Estimated Time of 

Arrival
 9. Front leg of an animal
 10. Native born Israeli
 11. Royal headdress
 12. _____ulture = 

cultivation
 13. Spongy wet ground
 21. Net or sieve
 23. Passageway

 25. Bows of ships
 26. In fashion
 27. Angel crown
 28. Similar to
 29. City in Jordan
 32. Declined
 33. Evocative of Orwell
 34. Sheep sounds
 35. Island
 36. Used to catch fish
 38. Style of singing 
 42. Made use of
 43. Remain
 47. Hippopotamuses 

(abbrev.)
 48. Soft drinks
 49. Get up
 50. Russian Soviet 

Federative Socialist 
Republic

 51. Classical guitarist _____ 
Boyd

 52. Extra
 54. Struck (archaic)
 55. Against
 56. Require
 57. Being
 60. Doctor group
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 10 (EMN): 
The chief  minister of  Ma-
nipur, N Biren Singh on 
Tuesday led the wreath lay-
ing ceremony here to pay 
respect to the departed As-
sam Rifles personnel who 
was killed in an attack on 
31 Assam Rifles at Skipe 
village in Kamjong district.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar, Chief  
Secretary Dr J Suresh 
Babu, DGP Manipur LM 
Khaute and other high 
ranking civil, military and 
police officers were among 
those who attended the 
ceremony at Imphal In-
ternational Airport this 
afternoon.  

The deceased rif le-
man has been identified 
as  Ningthoujam Sub-
hash Chandra Singh, son 
of  Tharongou Singh of  
Khangabok Awang Leikai 
under Thoubal District.

Chief  Minister Biren 
also met Subhash Chan-
dra’s family and expressed 
his deep condolences. He 
also assured them of  all 
permissible assistance to 
the family from the govern-
ment’s side. 

removal.”
The group stated that 

they denounced the agita-
tion “as we are not con-
vinced with the allegations 
against the vice-chancellor 
and the reasons for his re-
moval.” The allegations 
that the vice chancellor 
was incompetent “holds 
no ground, and in fact it 
contradicts the reality,” the 
group claimed.

“Prof Pandey is one of  
the most efficient and able 
vice-chancellors the univer-
sity has ever had since its 

inception. Prof  Pandey is 
performing with a sense of  
responsibility and justice in 
all aspects of the functioning 
of  the varsity in the larger 
interest of the student com-
munity. The notion that a 
non-local vice-chancellor is 
incompetent just because of  
being a non-local does not 
provide a rationale for his 
removal.”

The group has informed 
that it has submitted a mem-
orandum to the Union Hu-
man Resource Development 
minister on July 7 urging 

immediate intervention to 
solve the problems in Ma-
nipur University.

The student organisa-
tions have demanded ade-
quate measures immediately 
to ensure safety and security 
of students, staff and prop-
erties and to resume normal 
activities in the university; 
establish an inquiry to in-
vestigate into the allegations 
against the vice-chancellor 
and also to investigate if  
there have been any “ul-
terior motive behind the 
agitation.”

Itanagar, July 10 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
has sought help from North East Coun-
cil (NEC) for developing connectivity, 
especially roads, in the state.

Attending a two-day 67th plenary 
session of  NEC at Shillong in Meg-
halaya yesterday, Khandu said that 
Arunachal has been lagging behind in 
most of the socio-economic indicators 
as compared to the rest of India and 
even within the Northeast region due 
to historical neglect, an official release 
said. “I request the NEC to give more 
emphasis on connectivity, especially 
the roads sector,” Khandu said in his 
address.

Pointing out that Arunachal 
Pradesh has the lowest density of road 
network in the North Eastern Region, 
the chief  minister said, on the lines 
of  Central Road Fund, NEC could 
explore the possibility of  forming a 
separate fund focusing on big road 
projects in the region.

Pointing out that construction of  
the Trans-Arunachal Highway project 
was progressing at a sluggish pace, 
Khandu urged the ministry to expedite 

construction of Potin-Pangin stretch.
He added that during a meeting 

with Union Transport Minister Nitin 
Gadkari on February 28 this year, it 
was decided to split the Potin-Pangin 
stretch in realistic sections to complete 
the work immediately.

On air connectivity, he said, Our 
dream of having an airport in the state 
capital is yet to come true and the peo-
ple of the state are eagerly waiting for 
this project to materialize.

“I would like to inform all that my 
government has finalized the site of the 
greenfield airport at Hollongi and has 
reduced the cost of  land acquisition 
and rehabilitation drastically by one-
third of the original cost.” 

He urged the DoNER Ministry 
to provide funds for the Greenfield 
Airport at Hollongi over and above its 
normative allocation of  INR 195.90 
crore in the line of Tezu Airport (which 
is ready for operation) funded by NEC.

He further called for NEC and 
DoNER Ministrys help for developing 
tourism, agriculture and allied sector. 
Besides requesting the NEC to establish 
a regional Research Institute for Agri-

culture and Allied Sector in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Khandu urged the Ministry 
of  DoNER and NEC to provide the 
state technical support in establish-
ing forward and backward linkages 
in agriculture and horticulture sector 
which includes cold chain processing 
units, agriculture mandis, IT support 
to implement e-NAM and connecting 
with potential markets.

While pointing out that the eastern-
most part of the state comprising Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding districts was 
comparatively backward, he said the 
region needed the Centres special at-
tention for equitable development. On 
hydropower, the chief  minister said 
the state government has now decided 
to firmly unleash the huge hydro po-
tential.

Out of the 151 hydropower projects 
leased, 15 have already been terminat-
ed. Of the remaining 136 projects, 38 
are below 25 MW and rest 98 projects 
are in mega category, he said.

We are ready to hand over these 
projects to PSUs or government under-
takings wherever feasible as per mutual 
terms and conditions,” he added.

Later speaking to re-
porters on the sidelines of  
a wreath laying ceremony 
held in honour of  the de-
ceased Rifleman, Biren 
strongly condemned the 
attack on a team of  31 As-
sam Rifles. 

Stating that the govern-
ment never endorses using 
of  violence in resolving 
any issue, Biren said that 
the government has been 

urging all the armed groups 
to come to the negotiating 
table for seeking political 
solution. 

However, some groups 
are still continuing violence 
inflicting casualties to state 
forces, he felt. He further 
said that the search opera-
tion would continue till the 
culprits are nabbed.

It may be recalled that 
Manipur based proscribed 

Revolutionary People’s 
Front had claimed Mon-
day’s attack on 31 Assam 
Rifles, according to a press 
release by the outfit’s pub-
licity secretary Roben Khu-
man.

 It said the outfit was 
saddened by the outcome 
of  the attack as the de-
ceased Assam Rifle person-
nel turned out to be a native 
of  Manipur.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 10 (EMN): The 18th 
Fish Farmers’ Day was observed in 
Manipur by holding a function where-
in the fish farmers were awarded for 
their continuous effort to encourage 
fish farming in the country. 

The 10th of  July is observed as 
Fish Farmers Day in the country since 
2001 to encourage and to give tribute 
for the endeavours of  fish farmers in 
the country.

Manipur Fisheries Minister 
N Kayisii, Secretary (Fishery) M 
Luikham and Director H Biramani 
Singh of  Fisheries Department at-
tended the state level observation at 
the complex of Fisheries department 

here as chief  guest, functional presi-
dent and guest of honour respectively.

Speaking on the occasion Minister 
Kayisii said the state produces 32,000 
metric tonnes of  fish against the an-
nual estimated requirement of 52,000 
metric tonnes.

Kayisii stressed on the need for 
concerted effort to be on the right track 
towards attaining self-sufficiency in 
fish production.

A booklet titled “Better Manage-
ment Practices for Fish Culture” was 
also released during the day’s function.

Besides prizes were also distrib-
uted to three fish farmers - Tongbram 
Raghu Singh, Heisnam Rabi Singh, 
and Salam Sushilkumar- all from 

Bishnupur who won the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd prizes during the Annual Fish Fair 
cum Fish Crop Competition held last 
year in the Main Fish Crop category. 

They were awarded a cash prize 
of INR 1 lakh, INR 70,000 and INR 
50,000 respectively while 20 consola-
tion prizes (INR 20,000 each) were 
also given to 20 participants of  the 
competition.

District fisheries officers T 
Shyamananda(Bishnupur) and Kh 
Ibetombi Devi (Churachandpur)were 
also awarded cash reward of  INR 
10,000 each as the winner of  district 
officers with highest fish producer 
among valley and hill districts respec-
tively.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
PRO IG Assam Rifles (South) 
in a press note stated that Teng-
noupal Battalion of  26 Sector 
Assam Rifles under the aegis 
of  HQ IGAR (South) appre-
hended one gold smuggler from 
Permanent Vehicle Check Post 
(PVCP), Khudengthabi. 

The note stated that on July 
10, at around 1315 hours, based 
on specific input received from 
reliable source, regarding smug-
gling of  gold from Moreh to 
Imphal, a silver colour maruti 
van bearing Regd No MN 06L 
9255 was stopped for check-
ing at PVCP, Khudengthabi. 
While frisking and carrying 
out thorough checking of  the 
baggage at Ladies Check Point, 
four gold biscuits weighing 664 
grams worth approximately 
INR 19.92 lakhs were found 
inside the purse of one of the 
women passengers. Tinlam, 
aged 37 years, w/o S Jam-
khonjang Haokip, r/o vill Cha-
vanghai Veng, Tuinom Part 2 
Moreh, Dist-Tengnoupal was 
apprehended while smuggling 
the gold. Recovered gold bis-
cuits along with the accused 
were handed over to Custom 
Preventive Force, Moreh.

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
Reaching a step closer to 
the target of  Indian Rail-
ways for elimination of  
un-manned level cross-
ing gates, Tinsukia Divi-
sion of  N.F. Railway has 
eliminated all un-manned 
level crossing gates with 
continuous and focused 
efforts. This was stated in 
a press statement by the 
chief public relation officer 
N.F Railway, Maligaon. It 

is the first division of N.F. 
Railway to eliminate all 
un-manned level crossing 
gates. 

The statement also 
said that un-manned level 
crossing gates are poten-
tial threat and prone to 
accidents at any point of  
time. Railway board has 
issued instructions to all 
zonal railways to eliminate 
all un-manned level cross-
ing gates to ensure better 

safety in train running. 
The un-manned gates are 
eliminated by providing 
gateman, by constructing 
LHS (Limited Height Sub-
ways) or by direct closure 
by taking necessary NOC 
(No Objection Certificate) 
from the concerned District 
Administration.

There are a total 258 
Level Crossing gates in Tin-
sukia Division, all of which 
are now manned.
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How resilient are indigenous goats to climate change

New function of protein that may treat sepsis identified

Jammu, July 10 (India Science Wire): 
Climate change is posing a challenge 
not only to agricultural crops but also 
to livestock. In order to sustain rural 
livelihoods it is critical to identify live-
stock breeds that are climate resilient. 
In this direction, Indian scientists 
have identified two variables which 
could be used assess resilient capac-
ity of indigenous breeds of goats.

In ruminants like goat, heat stress 
can significantly affect meat yield, 
quality and composition. Severe 
heat stress leads to production of 
heat shock protein 70 (HSP70) which 
improves cell survival and prevents 
protein degradation. The levels of this 
protein, along with that of plasma 
leptin can indicate heat resilience. 

Plasma leptin reflects nutritional 
status of goats while HSP70 gene 
could reflect the magnitude of heat 
stress.  The new study says these two 
variables could be ideal biomarkers 
to reflect the impact of heat stress on 

meat characteristics and productiv-
ity. They have found that indigenous 
breeds like Salem black goat express 
high levels of plasma leptin and 
HSP 70 genes under heat stress. This 
makes Salem black goat more suited 
for climate resilient farming.

Indigenous breeds are well known 
for their survival in native tracks of 
their origin. If their adaptive potential 
is assessed in other agro-ecological 
zones, farmers could benefit.In the 
present study, two breeds - Osmana-
badi and Salem Black - were assessed 
for their climate adaptability. Salem 
Black was shifted to areas native to 
Osmanabadi breed to compare meat 
production potential. Two sets of six 
goats each were maintained – one 
set under a shed and another under 
open conditions. All the animals 
were fed with standard feed along 
drinking water and their initial weight 
was recorded. Body weight, carcass 
characteristics, physio-chemical 

properties of meat, crude protein 
and fat content were measured. The 
expression of plasma leptin and 
HSP70mRNA was measured using 
ELISA and primer-based detection 
respectively.

The heat stress impacted meat 
productivity and production quali-
ties compared to the goats under the 
shaded pen. Salem black goats out-
performed Osmanabadi even under 
heat stress for most of the parameters 
measured. This was highly correlated 
with the expression of plasma leptin 
and HSP70 in the samples obtained. 
Salem Black performed much better 
in terms of retaining both the qual-
ity and quantity of meat production, 
according to results of the study pub-
lished journal Meat Science.

“Our results indicate that shifting 
Salem Black from a much harsher 
climatic condition to the location of 
lower magnitude of heat stress proves 
beneficial in terms of maintaining its 

meat production performance. This 
finding can help identify agro-eco-
logical zone specific breeds to sustain 
livestock production in the chang-
ing climate scenario,” Dr. V. Sejian, 
Senior Scientist at National Institute 
of Animal Nutrition and Physiology, 
Bengaluru, told India Science Wire.

The study was done by a team of 
scientists from the ICAR - National 
Institute of Animal Nutrition and 
Physiology, National Institute of Vet-
erinary Epidemiology and Disease 
Informatics and Veterinary Animal 
and Fishery Sciences University, Ben-
galuru in collaboration with Acad-
emy of Climate Change Education 
and Research, Kerala Agricultural 
University and Kerala Veterinary and 
Animal Sciences University, Thrissur. 
The team included P. R. Archana, V. 
Sejian, Wilfred Ruban, M. Bagath, G. 
Krishnan,J. Aleena, G.B. Manjunath-
areddy, V. Beena and Raghavendra 
Bhatta. 

Roorkee, July 9 (IANS): Researchers 
from the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Roorkee have identified a 
new immunomodulatory function 
of a protein that could potentially 
help in treating sepsis and other in-
flammatory diseases caused by ab-
normal functions of immune cells.

“Abnormal functions of im-
mune cells are associated with 
many pathological conditions such 
as severe sepsis (blood infection) 
and other inflammatory diseases. 
During sepsis, an uncontrolled 
infection leads to abnormal activa-
tion and localization of important 
immune cells such as neutrophils 
and macrophages,” said lead au-
thor Pranita P Sarangi, Assistant 

Professor at IIT Roorkee.
The researchers said that a dys-

functional immune response leads 
to deposition of such cells in visceral 
organs such as lung, kidney and 
liver causing multi-organ failure 
and death. 

Sometimes, use of antibiotics 
against infections could even ag-
gravate the condition by releasing 
broken components of bacteria into 
the blood which further activates 
our immune cells, they added.

In an animal model of sep-
sis, both the full length Fibulin-7 
(Fbln7) protein and its C-terminal 
fragment (Fbln7C) inhibited mac-
rophage and neutrophil infiltra-
tion to the inflamed tissues and 

organs such as peritoneal cavity 
and lungs. 

The data, published in the jour-
nal FASEB, demonstrated that Fbln7 
and its bioactive fragments or short-
er peptides may have therapeutic 
potential for treating immuno-path-
ological conditions, which require 
negative regulation of immune cell 
functions. 

The researchers said that cur-
rently, further research is going on 
this aspect.

Fibulins are a group of glycopro-
teins that are often associated with 
elastic fibres, basement membranes 
lining tissues and blood vessels, and 
other matrices. 

Fbln7 was identified as the lat-

est member of the fibulin family in 
developing tooth functioning as a 
cell adhesion molecule and has the 
ability to interact with other matrix 
proteins, receptors, and growth 
factors. 

Fbln7 is also expressed in im-
mune privileged tissues such as 
eye and placenta, but its functional 
significance was not known. 

In our study using human pe-
ripheral blood monocytes and an 
endotoxin induced systemic inflam-
mation mouse model, we showed 
that Fbln7 and Fbln7C could inhibit 
adhesion, migration and production 
of inflammatory molecules from 
monocytes and macrophages, the 
researchers said.

Salem Black Breed

YouTube rolling out ‘incognito 
mode’ for more users — Report

China launches 
two satellites 
for Pakistan

San Francisco, July 10 (IANS): Google-
owned YouTube on Tuesday reportedly 
began rolling out its “incognito mode” 
to a wider set of users that will keep the 
users’ search and watched videos his-
tory from being recorded.

On activating the optional “in-
cognito mode”, users would be able 
to access home feeds and trending 
content.

“Although, to add a video on playl-
ist, users would have to briefly turn the 
feature off, save and go back to the new 
mode,” Android Headlines reported.

The “Turn on Incognito” button 
would be visible at the bottom of the 
account page and users would be prop-
erly notified when they go incognito 
through several indicators, visible at the 
top-right corner and a bar at the bottom 
of the app, saying “You’re incognito”.

The new feature is available for 
download as part of YouTube version 
13.25.56 on the Google Play Store, the 
report added. 

“Once the incognito mode is ena-
bled, users may only access the Home 
and Trending feeds. Although, the app 
would view users as if they were signed 
out and they would not be able to see 
any of the channels they are subscribed 
to,” the report added. 

The “incognito mode” would be 
disabled automatically after a period 
when the app detects the user as being 
inactive. The feature comes with an 
option to exit from the incognito mode 
manually as well and switch to the 
standard viewing mode. 

Incognito is a browsing privacy-
controlling feature that has long been 
available on Google Chrome.

Beijing, July 9 (IANS): 
China launched two satel-
lites for Pakistan on a Long 
March-2C rocket on Mon-
day.

The PRSS-1 is China’s 
first optical remote sens-
ing satellite sold to Paki-
stan and the 17th satellite 
developed by the China 
Academy of Space Technol-
ogy (CAST) for an overseas 
buyer, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

A scientific experiment 
satellite, PakTES-1A, de-
veloped by Pakistan, was 
sent into orbit via the same 
rocket from the Jiuquan 
Satellite Launch Centre at 
11.56 a.m.

This is second time 
space cooperation between 
China and Pakistan since 
the launch of PAKSAT-1R, a 
communication satellite, in 
August 2011.

Monday’s launch is the 
279th mission of the Long 
March rocket series.
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Invading a 
Hallowed Space
The verdict did not favour any particular side. 

It simply reminded both the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor (LG) and the elected Government of 

Delhi to work in cohesion for the welfare of the 
people. But even the most matured and balanced 
judgement of the apex court has failed to create 
conducive atmosphere for the smooth functioning 
of Delhi administration. Once again, both the sides 
are at loggerheads barely 24 hours after the verdict 
was delivered. This time the issue is the transfer of 
few top officials of the Delhi Government.

Buoyed by the Supreme Court verdict Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal didn’t waste any time 
to transfer some officials. But the LG’s office refused 
to clear the file citing an old circular issued by the 
Central Government which categorically stated that 
the power in this regard solely lies with the Centre. 
But Kejriwal is adamant to adhere to the circular. 
He termed the refusal of his proposal as contempt 
of court. Citing the said verdict he stated that LG is 
duty bound to clear the files containing the transfer 
orders and wanted the Centre’s circular to be with-
drawn.

But what he is not realising is that while pass-
ing the verdict, the Supreme Court though advising 
both the sides to work with cohesiveness, it did not 
say a single word about the posting and transfer of 
the officers. The silence can be interpreted as the 
Supreme Court’s satisfaction over the present ar-
rangement. More, if the Centre has to withdraw the 
circular, it will have to create a new cadre for offic-
ers to be made available to Delhi administration. 
At present, the Delhi administration gets officers 
from Union Territory (UT) cadre pool. It effectively 
means that Delhi Government may have the sole 
charge of some departments but it will have to draw 
officers from the UT pool which is under the con-
trol of the Centre. So the Delhi Government has no 
power to transfer the officials without the approval 
of the Centre.

Moreover, despite claiming the verdict as a big 
victory, even for once, Kejriwal didn’t mention the 
fact that the verdict had clearly ruled out granting 
full statehood to Delhi which is his main demand. 
“National Capital Territory of Delhi cannot be ac-
corded status of state,” the verdict says. So, clearly 
Kejriwal is the one who lost. It only proves that Ke-
jriwal is power hungry like other politicians of the 
country. The only difference is that he used the call 
for corruption free governance successfully as a tool 
to grab power.    

It is not believable that a bureaucrat turned poli-
tician like Kejriwal does not understand the simple 
legal position. But it’s a pity that instead of provid-
ing good governance, he has opted for a confron-
tational path. If he thinks that by proving that the 
Centre has adopted an obstructionist attitude to-
wards his government, Aam Admi Party (AAP) will 
be able to remain in power forever, Kejriwal is mis-
taken. In a democratic set up, no force can remain 
in power for long without delivering the goods. So, 
instead of indulging in such destructive politics, Ke-
jriwal should concentrate on the job in hand i.e. to 
deliver the goods to the people.

Saket Suman | IANS

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Amit Dasgupta | IANS
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To whom can I show hospitality?

When my husband and I moved to Seattle to be near 
his sister, we didn’t know where we would live 
or work. A local church helped us find a place: a 

rental house with many bedrooms. We could live in one 
bedroom, and rent the others to international students. 
For the next three years, we were strangers welcoming 
strangers: sharing our home and meals with people from 
all over the world. We and our housemates also welcomed 
dozens of international students into our home every Friday 
night for Bible study.

God’s people know what it means to be far from 
home. For several hundred years, the Israelites were 
literal foreigners—and slaves—in Egypt. In Leviticus 19, 
alongside familiar instructions like “Respect your mother 
and father” and “Do not steal” (vv. 3, 11), God reminded 
His people to empathetically care for foreigners, because 
they knew what it was like to be foreigners and afraid (vv. 
33–34).

While not all of us as followers of God today have 
experienced literal exile, we all know how it feels to be 
“foreigners” on earth (1 Peter 2:11)—people who feel 
like outsiders because our ultimate allegiance is to a 
heavenly kingdom. We are called to create a community 
of hospitality—strangers welcoming strangers into 
God’s family. The hospitable welcome my husband and 
I experienced in Seattle taught us to extend welcome to 
others—and this is at the heart of being the family of God 
(Romans 12:13).

India Heading for Comprehensive 
Healthcare Crisis — Amartya Sen

Monopolies in Digital Space are Bad for Media and Entertainment Industry

Reimagining Employability in India: A Singular Imperative Multivitamins 
May Not Prevent 
Cardiovascular Diseases

I
ndia spends just a little over one per 
cent of its GDP on healthcare and 
this is leading the country into “a 
comprehensive healthcare crisis”, 
according to Nobel laureate and 

noted economist Amartya Sen, who has 
called for greater allocation on healthcare 
in India and highlighted what he calls 
“three general failures” in the country’s 
healthcare segment.

“The fact that India allocates only a 
little over 1 per cent of its gross domestic 
product on public healthcare contrasts 
sharply, for example, with nearly three 
times as much by China. We reap as we 
sow, and cannot expect to get what other 
countries achieve by allocating much 
more resources -- as a proportion of their 
respective levels of the gross national 
product-- to healthcare,” Sen writes in his 
elaborate foreword to “Healers or Preda-
tors? Healthcare Corruption in India”, 
which will be launched here on Thursday. 

Sen, a recipient of the Bharat Ratna in 
1999, further claims that the entire organ-
isation of Indian healthcare has become 
“deeply flawed”, leading the country into 
“a comprehensive healthcare crisis”. 

“Despite being one of the fastest 
growing economies in the world, In-
dia ranks among the poorest achievers 
of good health. The shortfall of India’s 
health achievements compared with 
those of, say, China or Thailand is large 
and has been growing larger. Even within 
South Asia, Bangladesh and Nepal have 
overtaken India in health accomplish-
ment, including in life expectancy.

“If India’s bad record in healthcare is 
not much discussed in the Indian press, 
this neglect does not indicate the pres-
ence of a tolerable level of healthcare in 
India, but reflects instead the narrow 
reach of the Indian news media, with its 
traditional neglect of elementary educa-
tion and healthcare,” writes the 84-year-
old economist. 

Sen has extensively written on welfare 
economics and social justice and in the 

given book, he also highlights the plight 
of patients suffering at the hands of “pri-
vate caregivers”. 

He says private clinics “will not 
budge” without “the promise of pay-
ment”. Noting that even though some 
public services are offered freely, Sen 
highlights that many critically important 
services are denied unless the patient can 
cough up demanded sums, which can be 
“unaffordable” for many underprivileged 
Indians.

Taking a dig at the Medical Council of 
India (MCI), which aims to provide qual-
ity medical care to all Indians through 
promotion and maintenance of excel-
lence in medical education, Sen blames 
the organisation for not only failing to 
perform its duties but also for its desig-
nated role of looking after medical col-
leges. 

“In particular, in the use of the power 
-- and responsibility -- to set up new pri-
vate medical colleges, there seems to be 
clear evidence of fairly straightforward 
corruption,” he claims. 

He ends the over 1,500-word fore-
word to this “splendid, if depressing, 
book” with what he calls “three general 
failures” in India’s healthcare segment -- 
“the amazing neglect of primary health-
care compared with health interventions 
needed at later stages”; “India’s hasty and 
premature reliance on private healthcare, 
which goes hand in hand with neglect of 
public healthcare”; and the deficiancy of 
“informed public discussion on health-
care” in the country. 

Published by Oxford University Press, 
“Healers or Predators? Healthcare Cor-
ruption in India” has been edited by by 
Samiran Nundy, Keshav Desiraju and 
Sanjay Nagral.

“This hard-hitting volume”, according 
to the publisher, “shows a mirror to the 
society and, more specifically, to those 
associated with the health sector -- on 
how healers, in many cases, are shifting 
shape to becoming predators”.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in)

I
t was not very long ago that the daily 
dose of entertainment for the aver-
age Indian household came from 
the soaps that ran like clockwork at 
dinner time. Now, it is not uncom-

mon to find those rituals replaced with 
discussions of the latest show on Netflix.

The digital media company has tak-
en the global entertainment industry by 
storm. It is currently making TV shows in 
21 countries by spending more on con-
tent creation than any studio spends on 
films. In fact, this year, Netflix will make 
three times more feature films than Warn-
er Brothers, Hollywood’s biggest studio.

Tech firms like Netflix have historical-
ly shown immense potential to dominate 
existing industries or create new spaces 
where they quickly become irreplaceable. 
Facebook, Amazon, Apple and Alphabet 
(Google’s parent company) have become 
reflections of a general phenomenon of 
market concentration in the digital space. 
These firms are not just limited to Amer-
ica. The Chinese market has also created 
towering giants like Baidu, Alibaba and 
Tencent. These few tech behemoths form 
some of the biggest firms on the planet.

Such a growing market concentra-
tion among a few firms in both America 
and China is not only a pertinent issue for 
their home markets but for the emerging 
world as well. Interestingly, these firms 
have avoided competition in their home 
markets as Chinese markets have always 
been restrictive while America is gradu-

ally following along similar lines. The bat-
tle between these titans is, instead, being 
fought out in emerging markets. Among 
others, India is a hotly contested terri-
tory. Even indigenous players like Flip-
kart, PayTM, Ola and Zomato have been 
recipients of heavy Chinese funding from 
the same tech giants.

The growing monopolistic tendencies 
displayed by these firms is cause for con-
cern because it is inimical to long-term 
economic growth for a variety of reasons. 
The most damaging effect of holding a 
dominant position is that firms are left 
with little incentive to invest in expand-
ing their productive capacities because 
they already enjoy monopoly rents. A re-
cent blog post by the Bank of France on 
the dangers of monopolies to the United 
States highlighted how investment has 
slowed since the 1980s in the nation de-
spite rising returns on capital due to the 
increasing concentration of production 
among fewer firms.

In case firms do not cut back on in-
vestment despite their rising market pow-
er, they spend it on creating barriers to 
entry in the industry so that new competi-
tion is not created. Whatever competition 
is created is usually eliminated by buying 
emerging start-ups. Google, Amazon and 
Facebook have shown a high proclivity to 
do so to maintain their dominance.

A century ago Standard Oil was split 
into 34 firms for its ruthless exploitation 
of its dominance to eliminate any compe-
tition. But in the fast-paced digital world, 
it is widely believed that such anti-trust 
regulations are not as necessary because 

any tiny start-up holds the potential to 
kill an industry titan with new ideas and 
better tech. The case of Microsoft being 
pulverised by new start-up Google in the 
early 2000s is a case in point.

Nevertheless, despite all the benefits 
that society has derived from these con-
stellation of tech giants, the immense 
market power in the hands of these few 
firms can be a dangerous proposition. 
The recent data scandal with Cambridge 
Analytica highlights the perils of such 
concentration in these market settings. 
More importantly, competition takes a 
back seat when markets tend towards 
monopolies.

Some commentators still like to ar-
gue that monopolies are not all bad. Re-
cently, T.C.A. Srinivasa-Raghavan did this 
in his column in Business Standard. He 
pointed out how monopolies sometimes 
yield the same results of higher output 
and lower prices. The example he gave 
is of the Indian Railways, which has con-
stantly expanded its services and charged 
below costs. “What more do you want,” he 
asked. For starters, railways are a perpet-
ually loss-making venture of the Indian 
government with annual losses in recent 
years exceeding Rs 30,000 crores. And 
railways are a perfect example of how in-
novation takes a backseat in monopolies. 
Indian trains today run at same speeds as 
they did in the 1970s.

As for Google, Srinivasa-Raghavan 
asked if it mattered that the company 
sometimes throttles competition since 
the price of its services cannot get any 
lower. 

This completely misses the point. Mo-
nopolies are harmful because they hold 
immense power to kill any new threats 
that might emerge.

Take the case of Getty Images. In 2013, 
Google began allowing its users to directly 
download Getty’s high-definition images 
from its own website. As a result, traffic 
suddenly plummeted to Getty’s website 
by 85 percent. When the company asked 
Google to stop the practice, the latter 
simply responded by offering to exclude 
them from its search results. This was not 
really an option since Google is the most 
used search engine. And that is the prob-
lem with monopolies.

Even a company as innocuous as Net-
flix, which is churning out some of the 
best content in the entertainment indus-
try right now, poses a threat of concen-
trating the kind of ideas shared with the 
masses in the hands of a few.

As a smaller number of companies 
begin to control what we see on the shiny 
piece of real estate in our pockets, we 
need to be wary of the repercussions this 
is having on our societies. The emerging 
markets, especially India, are the biggest 
losers in the whole process as even the 
monopoly rents accrue to the domestic 
nations of these monopolies.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and 

tweets @kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, senior 
researcher, Institute for Competitiveness, 

has contributed to the article)

T
he singular expectation from 
university education is guar-
anteed employability and, 
thus, a return on investment. 
When this fails to happen, 

it is because the quality of education 
does not respond to market demand.

Drawing on data from 60,000 grad-
uates pan-India, an employability so-
lutions company noted that around 47 
percent of Indian graduates are unem-
ployable. According to a McKinsey re-
port, only a quarter of Indian engineers 
are employable. Other studies put it at 
a much lower figure and even as low as 
five percent. These are alarming statis-
tics because they would significantly 
and negatively impact India’s demo-
graphic dividend.

In the meantime, technology has 
emerged as a game-changer. Break-
throughs in robotics, Artificial Intelli-
gence, Internet of Things, 3D printing, 
driverless vehicles, for example, have 
triggered a revolution that is expected 
to transform everyday human experi-
ence. 

Take robotic surgery, for instance. 
The surgeon can now carry out the 
most complex procedures with far 
greater skill, precision and dexter-
ity. Robotics, similarly, is being used 
in the construction industry and it is 
argued that with robotic systems, out-
put would be much more consistent 
accompanied by higher quality, speed 
and efficiency. In the military, it is esti-
mated that the US armed forces could 
have more robots on the battlefield 
than real soldiers by 2025. Not only 
would these robots have deadly capa-
bility but, more importantly, their use 
would dramatically reduce loss of life 
among American soldiers in combat 
zones.

In a similar fashion, 3D printing 
is already impacting manufacturing, 
the production of medical devices, the 
fashion industry, architecture and the 
automobile industry. The dramatic im-

pact that the technology revolution is 
having and would continue to have is 
an indisputable fact of contemporary 
life.

This would suggest that in 4-5 years 
time, when a student graduates, the job 
the person would do is yet to be creat-
ed. For educators, this would prove to 
be a nightmare, unless they gear stu-
dents up to anticipate uncertainty and 
have the ability to respond to it.

This is not true of Indian education, 
however, because of its steadfast re-
fusal to evolve and embrace new chal-
lenges and prepare for a rapidly chang-
ing world. Unless it does so, education 
would not lead to employability or job 
creation through entrepreneurship.

What we know as facts are, first, 
that the rapid breakthroughs in tech-
nology would result in several current 
jobs being done by machines. We are 
already seeing this in multiple fields, 
some of which we interact with in our 
daily lives. Many supermarkets, for in-
stance, have introduced pay machines 
and dispensed with manual bill gen-
eration and payment counters han-
dled by staff. With the increasing use 
of credit cards, pay-and-go would dis-
place more persons from other current 
jobs in many retail outlets. This would 
be equally true of airline and other 
modes of long-distance travel where 
boarding passes can now be printed 
without having to visit the counters. 
The McKinsey Global Institute esti-
mates that around one-third of all jobs 
across 46 nations would be displaced 
by 2030.

Second, how we negotiate our re-
lationship with technology would be 
critical to our well-being. At present, 
there is fear of, and even resistance to, 
technology because of credible appre-
hensions about loss of jobs. We need 
to recognise that technology is only a 
tool meant to assist us and to improve 
overall performance and productiv-
ity. Rather than a threat, it is meant to 
complement our core capabilities and 
free us from drudge work that ma-
chines might do better and more effi-

ciently.
Even engineers, architects and doc-

tors need to rethink their role, as ma-
chines would now replace what they 
did. But then again, there are several 
other areas where technology would 
be found wanting. Consequently, there 
would be increasing demand for new 
skills, as the work place would itself be 
dramatically transformed.

The McKinsky report estimates 
that automation could force anywhere 
between 75 million to 375 million into 
new jobs by 2030. This is borne out by 
other studies as well that argue that 
global, virtual teams would replace 
the current work place environment 
because project teams would now be 
geographically dispersed. Pricewater-
houseCoopers projects this new style 
of working to increase by 50 percent by 
2020 resulting in a potential shortfall of 
85 million qualified workers globally by 
2020.

Third, this suggests that educa-
tion needs to build the soft human 
skills that Artificial Intelligence cannot 
emulate. What we teach, consequently, 
needs to be rethought. While strong 
technical knowledge is important, it is 
equally important that students master 
intercultural communication and are 
in a position to perform in geographi-
cally dispersed virtual environments. 
Team building, leadership, crisis and 
conflict management, and dealing 
with people would be the key tipping 
points in deciding who is employable 
and who may be displaced.

Reimagining employability is an 
imperative for India but its success is 
entirely dependent on how we rede-
sign our approach to education. What 
we require is close collaboration be-
tween the corporate sector and edu-
cational institutions to create the work 
force of the future.

(Amit Dasgupta, a former diplomat, is 
the inaugural India country director 

for UNSW Sydney. The views expressed 
are personal. He can be contacted at 

amit.dasgupta@unsw.edu.au)

I
f you are taking multivitamin and mineral 
supplements to protect your heart’s health, 
think again. A new analysis of 18 studies has 
found that it does not prevent heart attacks, 
strokes or cardiovascular death.

The study, published in the journal Circulation: 
Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes, found no 
association between taking multivitamin and min-
eral supplements and a lower risk of death from 
cardiovascular diseases.

“We meticulously evaluated the body of scien-
tific evidence. We found no clinical benefit of mul-
tivitamin and mineral use to prevent heart attacks, 
strokes or cardiovascular death,” said lead author 
Joonseok Kim, Assistant Professor at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham.

According to the researchers, the American 
Heart Association does not recommend using mul-
tivitamin or mineral supplements to prevent car-
diovascular diseases.

Controversy about the effectiveness of multi-
vitamin and mineral supplements to prevent car-
diovascular diseases has been going on for years, 
despite numerous well-conducted research studies 
suggesting they don’t help. 

The researchers set out to combine the results 
from previously published scientific studies to help 
clarify the topic.

For the study, the research team performed a 
“meta-analysis,” putting together the results from 
18 individual published studies with 20,19,862 
participants and having an average of 12 years of 
follow-up. They included clinical trials and pro-
spective cohort studies in the general population 
evaluating associations between multivitamin/
mineral supplementation and cardiovascular dis-
ease outcomes.

“Although multivitamin and mineral supple-
ments taken in moderation rarely cause direct 
harm, we urge people to protect their heart health 
by understanding their individual risk for heart dis-
ease and stroke and working with a healthcare pro-
vider to create a plan that uses proven measures to 
reduce risk,” Kim said.

“These include a heart-healthy diet, exercise, 
tobacco cessation, controlling blood pressure and 
unhealthy cholesterol levels, and when needed, 
medical treatment,” Kim noted.

Source: IANS
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Strangers Welcome 

Strangers
BIBLE READ:   Leviticus 19:1–9, 33–34 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do 
not mistreat them. . . . Love them as yourself, for you 

were foreigners in Egypt. 
 ~Leviticus 19:33–34
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A party or meeting 
of some kind could occur nearby, Aries. You 
might decide to go. You could feel like you 
have one foot in this world and one in another. 

The floodgates of intense communication could open 
between you and a close friend or love partner. A tight 
spiritual bond exists between you, and you’ll really feel 
the effects of it now. It will almost be like you can read 
each other’s minds!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a great day 
to develop any latent talents you’ve wanted to 
explore, Taurus, particularly those involving the 
arts. You might want to try working with friends 
who have the same talent. This could not only 

lead to some good advice but also bring you two closer. 
However, this isn’t a good day to deal with practical paper-
work, so let that sort of thing go for a little while.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you might feel 
especially artistic, particularly regarding the visual 
arts. A lot of exalted ideas could come your way, 
Gemini, perhaps inspired by the masters of the 

past. This is a great day to attend a concert or play or stroll 
through a gallery. Friends who share your interest might 
want to accompany you, so ask. Take time to write down 
your thoughts since you’ll want to remember them. Enjoy!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re a deep 
thinker by nature, Cancer, and today your mind 
may not be in this world. Books on psychology 
and metaphysics could be appealing. Church-

es, meditation centers, and other places with a spiritual ori-
entation could seem especially attractive. You might attend 
a program or workshop there, but mostly you’ll just want 
to be alone with your thoughts. Write down any insights, 
as you’ll want to remember them later.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Group events taking 
place at churches, meditation centers, and other 
places with a spiritual orientation could draw 
you near, Leo. You might want to attend a ser-

vice or program at one of them. Don’t be surprised if some 
profound insights come to you that shed some light on a 
current situation you might be dealing with. Write them 
down or you might forget them later.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): It’s likely that the 
previous few days have been especially hectic, 
Virgo. Today you’re apt to entertain a few day-
dreams about getting away from it all. Perhaps 

there’s another field that you’ve wanted to pursue. You 
might actually think seriously about it now. Don’t make any 
plans until you’re back in the material world. You might 
feel too fanciful to be your usual practical self.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today your intellect 
is likely to be more inclined than usual to explore 
fields that seem a bit speculative. Ancient spiritual 
rites, prehistory, or strange stories could be on 

your mind, Libra. You might seek books on these subjects. 
Usually you tend to be skeptical about such things, but now 
you want to learn about them. Hang onto your logic and learn 
what you can! You’ll enjoy yourself at the very least!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some intense 
dreams could visit you tonight. Keep a notebook 
and pen by your bedside, Scorpio. It’s important 
you remember them. You’ll want to visualize ev-
ery single detail. In the morning, you might want 

to reflect on their possible meaning. They could give rise to 
new knowledge about yourself, a new spiritual revelation, or 
artistic inspiration. Books could be of particular assistance in 
understanding what your dreams are telling you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Social events 
involving the arts or spiritual studies could take 
place today. New people who share your interests 
could show up. Love and romance could take on a 

fairytale aura, Sagittarius. You might view current and poten-
tial love partners through rose-colored glasses, seeing only 
their endearing traits. This is fine, and you should enjoy it as 
long as you don’t get caught up in unrealistic expectations. 

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Daydreams 
about your future could take up a lot of time 
today, Capricorn. Inspiration could give a real 
boost to projects you’ve been working on. 

These might involve artistic endeavors or perhaps some 
sprucing up that you want to do around the house and 
yard. Working together might bring you closer to friends, 
family members, and possibly a love partner. Conversa-
tions with them could take an unexpected turn.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might find 
yourself daydreaming about faraway places, 
Aquarius, perhaps toying with the idea of taking a 
long vacation by air to a place you’ve always want-

ed to visit. This isn’t a good day to make definite plans. You 
aren’t likely to be inclined to do that now anyway. Love mat-
ters may take an unexpected turn, as a spiritual bond seems 
to be forming between you and a potential romantic partner.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might look around your 
house and think of some new and exciting ways 
to spruce it up a little, Pisces. Perhaps some 
new paint, wallpaper, or carpet, or even a small 
art object could make a big difference. You may 

want to try it. A romantic partner could spend a lot of time 
working on this with you and it might well bring you closer 
together. Have fun!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jack Schneider | Aeon

Sarita Robinson | The Conversation

Private Schools are Anti-Democratic. Can They be Redeemed?

Thai Cave Boys: The Psychology of Surviving Underground

W
hat is the relationship be-
tween private schools and 
the public good? Opinions 
tend to be shaped chiefly by 
philosophical commitment 

to either individual choice or communal 
welfare. Arguments rarely examine the ten-
sion between private schools and the public 
good, or address whether it can be resolved. 

At the root of that tension is the issue of 
status competition. Families in the United 
States choose private schools for many rea-
sons, religious affiliation historically first 
among them. But for many parents, enrolling 
their children in private school is primarily 
about giving them an edge over their peers. 
And that, it turns out, is incompatible with 
the public good. When status is the chief aim 
of schooling, as it so often is in private educa-
tion, everyone ends up suffering – even the 
privileged.

Parents at all kinds of schools desire a 
broad and humanistic education for their 
children. But private school tuition is often 
justified by the idea that it will produce a 
return on investment. Private schools, then, 
face tremendous pressure to provide stu-
dents with an advantage over others, par-
ticularly on the admissions rolls of prestig-
ious colleges and universities. This, in turn, 
situates education as a very particular kind 
of commodity – what economists call a posi-
tional good. The value of a positional good is 
dictated not by any inherent worth, but rath-
er by its relation to what is possessed by oth-
ers. And this directly undermines the public 
good in two ways.

First, if the purpose of school is to give 
students an advantage over others, then the 
content of education is largely unimportant. 
When we conceive of education as a public 
good, by contrast, learning is the only thing 
that matters. Are young people learning to 

be citizens and functional members of the 
community? Do they have interesting and 
valuable skills that they can bring to bear 
on social and economic life? These are the 
questions that we must answer if educating 
students matters. But if education is merely 
a positional good, we need only ask: are their 
credentials perceived as more valuable than 
the credentials possessed by others? This ap-
proach undermines learning for all parties, 
including those enrolled at high-prestige 
schools.

he second reason that status competition 
conflicts with the public good is that if status 
is the aim, there must be losers – lots of them. 
After all, if we are all roughly the same, there 
is no difference upon which to base unequal 
distribution of social and economic rewards. 
Thus, a valuable education is not only predi-
cated upon something tangential to real 
learning, but also requires that a majority of 
young people draw short straws.

As inequality pulls at the seams of the 
social fabric of the developed world, private 
schools have faced strong criticism for their 
role in reproducing advantage. If they are go-
ing to make a case for their existence, they 
need to resist the inherent contradiction be-
tween the private good and the public good 
that status competition engenders. As long 
as such schools remain well-situated to pur-
sue a positional advantage – standing apart 
from the public system in the marketplace, 
as they do, with the ability to present them-
selves as a higher-prestige alternative for a 
higher-prestige clientele – they will need to 
intentionally cultivate a relationship with the 
public good. What, then, might such a rela-
tionship look like?

At the most basic level, private schools 
must work to include a broad representa-
tion of the public on their campuses. Only 
then can advocacy on behalf of a single child 
– pursuit of the private good – also serve the 
public good. Providing rich learning expe-

riences that develop a single student’s full 
potential will invariably spill over to benefit 
all in the community. For that to serve the 
public good, however, there must be a repre-
sentative community in place. As it is, private 
schools, on the whole, are less diverse than 
their public counterparts. Yet they are at a 
significant advantage in that they can active-
ly cultivate highly diverse campuses.

Still, being at a private school makes the 
student separate from the larger system of 
public education – In the US, the system 
where the vast majority of American chil-
dren are educated. Thus, even when an in-
dependent school cultivates a diverse and 
representative student body, and supports 
the mission of actually educating young peo-
ple rather than arming them with valuable 
credentials, the fact remains that the school’s 
work is bounded by its campus. The unit of 
impact is a single school, which is a relatively 
constricted definition of ‘the public’. The 
world of private schools is a closed network, 
with no connection to the broader world of 
education. Yet things need not be this way; 
in fact, if the public good is of any concern, 
private schools have a mandate to network 
themselves into larger systems.

Imagine an alternative. Imagine a great 
school, with high levels of autonomy and 
enough resources to experiment. Imag-
ine that this school sees itself as a labora-
tory, with a mission of testing out promising 
practices – leveraging its autonomy and re-
sources so that many schools might benefit. 
Imagine such a school, for example, fusing 
arts into the traditional academic curricu-
lum, and doing so in a deep, powerful and 
sustainable way. It would take time, certainly. 
Faculty would have to develop new skills and 
knowledge. A curriculum would have to be 
developed. Key processes and procedures 
would have to be identified, tested, and ei-
ther kept or discarded. Whatever seemed to 
work, though, might be documented – cap-

tured in some transmittable way. And, as a 
result, such a school might not only improve 
outcomes for its own students, but also do so 
for many others. Needless to say, this is not 
how most private schools operate today.

What is the cost of these kinds of efforts? 
In dollars and cents, it is hard to say. But the 
cost to authentic learning is precisely zero. In 
fact, such efforts will strengthen the educa-
tion on offer. In light of this, private schools 
seeking to advance the mutually reinforcing 
aims of deep learning and the public good 
must set their sights on three specific targets.

First, private schools must focus on edu-
cational practices rather than status-based 
outcomes. It is quite possible to possess high 
status while providing a subjectively worse 
education than a typical public school. After 
all, status and quality are not the same thing. 
Many times, they are even at odds with each 
other. Across all aspects of the programme – 
from the hiring of teachers to the admission 
of students to the way that schools commu-
nicate with parents and the public – schools 
must ask: are we doing this because it will 
improve the learning experience, or are we 
doing it in pursuit of status? And they must 
be aware that when they promote schooling 
as a positional good – the darkest form of the 
private good – they undermine the broader 
public good.

Second, private schools must prioritise 
diversity – not as charitable work, but as a 
core element of their missions. Students in 
diverse schools will learn more socially, gain 
new perspectives on the world, get along 
better with others, and develop a greater 
ability to empathise. But they will also ben-
efit academically. That’s exactly why the best 
colleges and universities have need-blind 
admissions – because they know that more 
diverse student populations foster stronger 
educational experiences. Deep learning is 
not the result of accumulating information; 
instead, it requires learning to see the world 

from the broadest possible perspective and, 
as a result, seeing the world more fully and 
more clearly.

Finally, private schools must prioritise 
innovation and communication with the 
broader world of education. Innovative 
schools that actually share their practices 
with other schools will benefit the public 
good. But it is also the case that such schools 
will better serve their own students. Innova-
tion is a faddish word in education. And all 
too often it is conflated with the acquisition 
of technological gadgetry. This is a mistake. 
By and large, there is little evidence that tech-
nology represents ‘innovation’ in education. 
Innovation means constant engagement 
with the status quo – analysing processes and 
outcomes, observing strengths and weak-
nesses, theorising and hypothesising, gener-
ating and testing new ideas, and tracking the 
progress of experimentation. And, again, it 
is most useful to the public good when it is 
documented and communicated.

No school, if it is to realise its full poten-
tial, and if it is to foster the public good, can 
be conceived of as private, parochial or even 
independent. These terms imply owner-
ship, competition, disunity, disconnection. 
Schools with the most freedom to act and the 
greatest power to affect change must not be 
fortresses and silos. They must be laborato-
ries and lighthouses. And all of us, wherever 
we send our children, must begin to see our-
selves as caretakers of all that the light can 
shine upon.

Jack Schneider is a scholar of education his-
tory and policy at the University of Massa-
chusetts Lowell. He is the author of Beyond 

Test Scores (2017), From the Ivory Tower 
to the Schoolhouse (2014), and Excellence 

For All (2011). A regular contributor to The 
Washington Post and The Atlantic, he also 

co-hosts the education policy podcast Have 
You Heard.

W
hen 12 young footballers and 
their coach entered the Tham 
Luang Nang Non cave in 
Thailand, it was supposed to 
be a fun outing after football 

practice. But when a torrent of flood water 
rushed in after heavy rain, the group became 
trapped on a small rock shelf deep inside the 
cave’s vast network of tunnels.

It was nine days before two British divers, 
John Volanthen and Richard Stanton, located 
the group – mercifully alive and apparently 
in good physical and mental health. But how 
do people cope with such life-threatening 
events? And why is it important to focus on 
psychological, as well as physiological im-
pact?

When the boys first became aware that 
they were facing a life-threatening situation 
they would have experienced a number of 
physiological reactions. Fight or flight re-
sponses, such as an increase in heart rate, 
would have kicked in immediately, designed 
to help us stay alive.

But despite their physiological benefits, 
these neurochemical changes can affect our 
brain, and impair our mental functioning. 
During the initial stages of an emergency situ-
ation our brains may perform poorly, poten-
tially resulting in poor decision-making and 
memory failures. Fortunately, when the flood 
waters came crashing in, the Thai football-
ers and coach appear to have remained level 
headed. They were able to control feelings of 
panic, and made the rational decision to find 
a safe place and wait.

As the immediate danger from the flood 
waters receded, more long-term survival 
needs will have come into focus. Everyone 
knows that the human body has basic physi-
cal requirement: an adequate supply of food, 
water and warmth. What people often forget 
is that brain function is also sensitive to envi-
ronmental factors. When exposed to the ele-
ments, dehydrated, hungry, or suffering from 
sleep deprivation, the human brain cannot 
function within its normal operating param-
eters.

In these conditions people can make 
poor decisions which can put them at risk. 
The Thai footballers seem to have managed 
to keep themselves hydrated, and although 
they were clearly hungry when they were 
found, they appeared cognitively intact, 
looking alert and asking appropriate ques-
tions. Again, this shows that the boys and 
their coach managed to stay both physically 
and psychologically healthy during the nine 
long days they spent waiting in the dark.

In a survival situation, your mental health 
is just as important as your physical health. 
Maintaining a positive attitude is crucial: 
people who remain optimistic are more likely 
to think that adverse events are controllable, 
and so are more likely to undertake positive 
behaviours to try and survive. Pessimistic 
thinking increases feelings of anxiety and 
helplessness, which can stop people from 
trying to proactively improve their situation.

In extreme cases, people can give up 
mentally, withdraw into themselves, and 
even die. This is known as psychogenic death, 
essentially giving up. From the early footage, 
the footballers seem to have managed to stay 
positive while awaiting rescue. They are seen 
laughing and joking with the divers – a very 
promising sign.

Another way to maintain mental strength 
is to draw on any social support available in 
the situation. This can be a friend or family 
member: anyone you feel you can count on 
in a time of need. It is thought that this kind 
of support can act as a buffer, and when we 
face danger in good company we perceive 
the situation to be less threatening than we 
would if we were alone. The fact that the Thai 
footballers have been able to draw on each 
other through their ordeal will have been a 
big boost to their mental health.

Currently the footballers appear in good 

spirits, so the next challenge is to remove 
them safely from the cave. Two main options 
have been put forward. First, teaching them 
to swim and use diving equipment, so they 
can leave the cave the same way their rescu-
ers came in. Or option two, to leave the boys 
in the cave for the duration of the rainy sea-
son, which could last four to five months.

This is certainly possible, and we know 
that people frequently live, and adapt well 
in extreme environments. Sailors on subma-
rines or yachts can spend long periods living 
in cramped conditions, as long as their basic 
needs are met and they adjust psychological-
ly to their living conditions. In fact, in 2010 a 
group of 33 Chilean miners survived 69 days 
before they were rescued.

Once, hopefully, the 12 boys and their 
coach are rescued they will need to re-adapt 
to their everyday lives, and some are wor-
ried that they might suffer long-term mental 

health problems as a result of their experi-
ence. To this day some of the Chilean min-
ers report struggling to hold down jobs and 
some experience harrowing flashbacks to 
their time spent underground.

Hopefully the boys won’t be trapped for 
nearly so long. And, while they may experi-
ence short-term adverse effects, it’s likely 
that with the support of their friends and 
family, they will recover. In some cases peo-
ple have even reported experiencing positive 
outcomes after being exposed to traumatic 
events. Nevertheless they should be closely 
monitored after their ordeal, and if after a 
period of watchful waiting psychologists are 
still concerned, then psychological support 
can be offered.

Sarita Robinson works for The Universi-
ty of Central Lancashire. Sarita is a Director 

of Nick Robinson Computing Ltd.
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India, South Korea to further 
upgrade economic partnership 

After Pranab Mukherjee, Tata to share dais with RSS chief

HRD Ministry cites ability for 
Jio institute’s ‘provisional’ tag

J&K battle leaves two 
militants, youth dead; 
man dies of shock 

BJD, YSR Congress support simultaneous polls - with riders

LS Speaker writes to MPs 
on Parliament disruptions 

AAP vs LG battle again in SC

India heading for comprehensive healthcare crisis — Amartya Sen

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with South Korean President Moon Jae-in after their joint 
press conference at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Ratan Tata

Sumitra Mahajan

N e w  D e l h i ,  Ju l y  1 0 
(IANS): In a bid to fur-
ther upgrade bilateral 
trade and economic ties, 
India and South Korea 
have agreed to further 
strengthen their Com-
prehensive Economic 
Partnership (CEPA) fol-
lowing delegation-level 
talks headed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in here on 
Tuesday.

“We have taken an 
important step in the 
form of an Early Harvest 
Package to further up-
grade our Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement,” Modi 
said in a joint address 
to the media along with 
Moon after the meeting. 

“Keeping in view the 
future of our relationship 
and the rapid technology 
changes across the world, 
we have decided to set 
up an Innovation Coop-
eration Centre and form 
a Future Strategy Group,” 
he said.

The India-South Ko-
rea was operationalised 
in 2010 as a result of then 
President A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam’s visit to that East 
Asian nation four years 
earlier.

Following this, trade 
and economic relations be-
tween the two sides start-
ed to gather momentum 
and bilateral trade in 2011 
crossed $20.5 billion regis-
tering a 70 per cent growth 

over a two-year period. 
However, bilateral 

trade since declined to 
$18.13 billion in 2014-15, 
$16.56 billion in 2015-
16, USD 16.82 billion in 
2016-17, which finally 
recovered and posted 
a positive growth of 30 
percent in the first seven 
months of 2017. 

Modi lauded Korean 
companies for not only 
investing in India but also 
creating employment op-
portunities under the 
Make in India initiative.

“Korean companies 
have become household 
names in India for their 
commitment to quality of 
their products,” he said.

Following Tuesday’s 
talks, the two sides also 
released a Vision Docu-
ment to further strength-
en their Special Strategic 
Partnership.

“Our focus is to fur-
t h e r  s t re n g t h e n  o u r 
Special Strategic Part-
nership,” the Prime Min-
ister said. “Economic and 
commercial ties is an im-

portant pillar of this.”
The India-South Ko-

rea relationship was el-
evated to that of a Spe-
cial Strategic Partnership 
during Modi’s visit to that 
country in 2015.

The Prime Minister 
also said that India’s Act 
East Policy that seeks 
to strengthen ties with 
Southeast Asia has natu-
ral commonalities with 
President Moon’s New 
Southern Policy.

In November last year, 
Moon announced his 

New Southern Policy that 
seeks to make the As-
sociation of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) re-
gional bloc a diplomatic 
and economic partner as 
important as the global 
superpowers.

In his address to the 
media, Moon said that 
he is pressing ahead with 
the New Southern Polcy 
that seeks to make India 
South Korea’s key partner 
for cooperation.

“By facilitating ex-
change between the 
people of our two coun-
tries, we have decided to 
broaden the scope of our 
mutual understanding,” 
the South Korean Presi-
dent said.

“We have agreed to 
make mutual summit-lev-
el visits on a regular basis 
and also expand high-level 
consultations between the 
two countries.”

Lauding Moon for his 
role in the ongoing peace 
process in the Korean 
Peninsula, Modi said: 
“In our talks today, I told 
him that the proliferation 
links between East and 
South Asia is a cause of 
concern for India. So, In-
dia too is a stakeholder in 
the success of this peace 
process.”

India and South Ko-
rea signed seven mem-
oranda of agreement 
(MoUs) across different 
fields as part of Moon’s 
visit to India, his first as 
President.

Mumbai, July 10 (PTI): 
The RSS today said in-
dustrialist Ratan Tata will 
share the stage with its 
chief Mohan Bhagwat at 
an event to be held here 
next month. Last month, 
former president Pranab 
Mukherjee had attended 
a function of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
in Nagpur, an event which 
had become a matter of 
much debate.

“Tata and Bhagwat will 
attend an event in Mum-
bai on August 24 organised 
by the Nana Palkar Smriti 
Samiti,” a Sangh function-

New Delhi, July 10 (IANS): Drawing flak 
from various quarters for its decision to 
grant the ‘Institution of Eminence’ (IoE) 
status to the proposed Jio Institute, the 
HRD Ministry on Tuesday said it is the 
institute’s “ability” to break into top global 
rankings that weighed in its favour.

The IoE granted to Jio Institute is 
“provisional” and exists only in the form 
of Letter of Intent, the Human Resource 
Development Ministry said. 

“They have been given three years 
to come up with the building and other 
infrastructure ready, failing which the 
status will be withdrawn,” HRD Ministry’s 
Higher Education Secretary R. Subrah-
manyam told the media here. 

Jio Institute is one of the six higher 
education institutes granted IoE tag on 
Monday by the Ministry. 

He clarified that a committee respon-
sible for selecting the IoEs relied on dif-
ferent criteria like availability of land and 
building to shortlist the institutes. The 
official said the Ministry was “convinced” 
about the committee’s decision to select 
Jio Institute. 

He said that the committee’s prefer-

ence for institutes which it thinks have the 
“ability to break into the global rankings”, 
a prime criterion, also got Jio the berth. 

Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi, 
IIT-Bombay and Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bengaluru (all public sector), and 
BITS Pilani and Manipal Academy of 
Higher Education(private sector) were 
five other institutes granted the IoE. 

The Secretary said the Jio Institute will 
be located in Karjat town near Navi Mum-
bai in Maharashtra over 800 acres of land. 

According to the proposal submitted 
by the group to the committee, the JIO 
Institute will use INR 9,500 crore in capital 
expenditure.  As per the University Grants 
Commission (Institutions of Eminence 
Deemed to be Universities) Regulations, 
2017, the Ministry was to select 20 IoEs 
-- 10 private and 10 public.

The government received 114 applica-
tions (74 public, 40 private) in total from 
the higher education institutes, of which 
six were recommended by the EEC for 
IoE tag. 

Each public institute will get financial 
assistance up to INR 1,000 crore for five 
years under the scheme. 

Srinagar, July 10 (IANS): Two mili-
tants were killed and two soldiers 
injured on Tuesday in a gunfight 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Shopian 
district. A young man was killed in 
protests while a man died of shock 
after being misinformed that his 
son was trapped there.

Some 20 civilian protesters were 
also injured in Kundalan village as 
people poured out of their homes 
to try foil the security operation, 
forcing security personnel to fire 
tear gas and pellet gunshots, police 
said.

The two militants were killed 
after they opened fire on security 
forces, triggering a gun battle. 

One of the slain militants was 
identified as Sameer Ahmad Sheikh 
of Shopian district while the secu-
rity forces believe that the other 
dead militant could be a foreigner.

Muhammad Ishaq Naikoo suf-
fered cardiac arrest and died after 
being told by neighbours that his 
son Zeenat, who had just joined 
the militant ranks, was caught up 
in the battle.

A young man injured in clashes 
with the security forces near the 
gunfight site succumbed to his in-
juries in the hospital. Police identi-
fied him as Tamsheel Ahmad Khan 
of Vehil village.

Doctors at the S.M.H.S. Hospi-
tal in Srinagar said the youth had 
a gunshot injury in his head and 
despite their best efforts he could 
not be revived.

New Delhi, July 10 (IANS): 
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
and the YSR Congress on 
Tuesday supported the 
idea of simultaneous polls 
to Lok Sabha and state as-
semblies, albeit with cer-
tain riders.

Deposing before the 
Law Commission -- that 
has invited all national and 
state recognised parties for 
face to face consultations 
on simultaneous polls -- 
BJD MP Pinaki Misra said 
that his party is among the 
first to have mooted this 
proposal several years ago 
and supports it. 

“The historical fact is 
that our party was the first 

to moot this idea and in 
fact boldly implemented 
it in 2004...when our Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik 
took the unprecedented 
and visionary step of dis-
solving the satate assembly 
and preponing our assem-
bly elections to coincide 
with Parliament elections,” 
Misra said after meeting 
the law panel.

He, however, said that 
his party was “strongly 
against” any dilution of the 
anti-defection provisions 
for the sake of prolonging 
the life of Lok Sabha or any 
state assembly in case the 
government loses its ma-
jority prematurely.

“Instead we would sug-
gest adoption of the Ger-
man model by which no 
vote of ‘no confidence’ can 
be entertained unless it 
is also accompanied by a 
vote of confidence pro-
posal. This will ensure that 
no government can be vote 
dout without also at the 
same time voting in a fresh 
government,” he added.

YSR Congress Rajya 
Sabha MP P. Vijaysai Reddy, 
who came to see the law 
panel said that his party 
was a supporter of the idea 
of ‘one nation, one election’ 
in the larger interest of the 
nation. 

He said if frequent 

elections are avoided, the 
manifesto released by po-
litical parties can be imple-
mented “in its true letter 
and spirit”.

“Once the disadvantag-
es have been addressed... 
particularly, the anti-defec-
tion law has to be amended 
as it is has been misused by 
both the Central and state 
governments in their own 
interests,” Reddy said. 

He added that the pow-
ers vested in the Speaker 
should be divested and the 
Election Commission or 
some other authority must 
be vested with the power of 
disposing of disqualifica-
tion petition.

New Delhi, July 10 (IANS): 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sum-
itra Mahajan, in a letter 
addressed to all MPs, ex-
pressed concern over the 
frequent disruptions of 
Parliament, saying diver-
gence of opinion and dis-
sent should be within the 
established norms.

In the letter that was 
released to the media on 
Tuesday, Mahajan said 
the tenure of the 16th Lok 
Sabha has entered into its 
final year and only three 
sessions were left.

The monsoon session 
is slated to begin on July 18.

She said people ob-
served the performance of 
MPs very keenly and hoped 
that the members will es-
tablish high standards of 
parliamentary conduct, 
discipline and decorum.

Mahajan asked if po-
litical parties can justify 
their conduct by advancing 

the argument of improper 
conduct and interrup-
tion of the business of the 
House by other parties in 
the past.

She said that at times 
some members have 
come towards her chair 
and shouted slogans, 
shown placards and ban-
ners and interrupted the 
proceedings of the House, 
forcing its repeated ad-
journment.

“All of you will agree 
that discussion, debate, 
divergence of opinion and 
dissent are integral part of 
functioning of any demo-
cratic system. Construc-
tive opposition and lively 
debates are the lifeline of 
democracy, but you will 
also agree that the discus-
sion, divergence of opin-
ion and dissent should be 
within the well established 
parameters and accepted 
norms of Parliamentary 

dignity and decorum so 
that people may continue 
to have abiding faith in de-
mocracy and democratic 
institutions.

The Speaker said that 
during her recent foreign 
visits, members of Indian 
diaspora and other for-
eign dignitaries also ex-
pressed their disappoint-
ment and concern over 
the constant disruptions 
in the House.

The Speaker said that 
conduct and quality of de-
bate and discussion in Par-
liament also shapes up the 
level, norms and decorum 
of debate and discussions 
on social platforms.

“I hope the electoral 
and political battles will be 
fought in the constituen-
cies and at the same time 
members will discharge 
their democratic respon-
sibilities with decorum in 
the House.”

New Delhi, July 10 (IANS): India 
spends just a little over one per 
cent of its GDP on healthcare 
and this is leading the country 
into “a comprehensive health-
care crisis”, according to Nobel 
laureate and noted economist 
Amartya Sen, who has called for 
greater allocation on healthcare 
in India and highlighted what 
he calls “three general failures” 
in the country’s healthcare seg-
ment.

“The fact that India allocates 
only a little over 1 per cent of its 
gross domestic product on pub-
lic healthcare contrasts sharply, 
for example, with nearly three 
times as much by China. 

We reap as we sow, and can-
not expect to get what other 
countries achieve by allocating 
much more resources -- as a pro-
portion of their respective levels 
of the gross national product-- to 
healthcare,” Sen writes in his 
elaborate foreword to “Healers 
or Predators? Healthcare Cor-
ruption in India”, which will be 
launched here on Thursday. 

Sen, a recipient of the Bharat 

Ratna in 1999, further claims that 
the entire organisation of Indian 
healthcare has become “deeply 
flawed”, leading the country into 
“a comprehensive healthcare 
crisis”. 

“Despite being one of the 
fastest growing economies in 
the world, India ranks among the 
poorest achievers of good health. 
The shortfall of India’s health 
achievements compared with 
those of, say, China or Thailand 
is large and has been growing 
larger. 

Even within South Asia, Bang-
ladesh and Nepal have overtaken 
India in health accomplishment, 
including in life expectancy.

“If India’s bad record in 
healthcare is not much discussed 
in the Indian press, this neglect 
does not indicate the presence 
of a tolerable level of healthcare 
in India, but reflects instead 
the narrow reach of the Indian 
news media, with its traditional 
neglect of elementary educa-
tion and healthcare,” writes the 
84-year-old economist. 

Sen has extensively written 

on welfare economics and social 
justice and in the given book, 
he also highlights the plight of 
patients suffering at the hands of 
“private caregivers”. 

He says private clinics “will 
not budge” without “the promise 
of payment”. Noting that even 
though some public services 
are offered freely, Sen highlights 
that many critically important 
services are denied unless the 
patient can cough up demanded 
sums, which can be “unafford-
able” for many underprivileged 
Indians.

Taking a dig at the Medical 
Council of India (MCI), which 
aims to provide quality medi-
cal care to all Indians through 
promotion and maintenance of 
excellence in medical education, 
Sen blames the organisation for 
not only failing to perform its 
duties but also for its designated 
role of looking after medical col-
leges. 

“In particular, in the use of 
the power -- and responsibility 
-- to set up new private medical 
colleges, there seems to be clear 

evidence of fairly straightforward 
corruption,” he claims. 

He ends the over 1,500-word 
foreword to this “splendid, if 
depressing, book” with what 
he calls “three general failures” 
in India’s healthcare segment 
-- “the amazing neglect of pri-
mary healthcare compared with 
health interventions needed at 
later stages”; “India’s hasty and 
premature reliance on private 
healthcare, which goes hand 
in hand with neglect of public 
healthcare”; and the deficiancy 
of “informed public discussion 
on healthcare” in the country. 

Published by Oxford Univer-
sity Press, “Healers or Predators? 
Healthcare Corruption in India” 
has been edited by by Samiran 
Nundy, Keshav Desiraju and 
Sanjay Nagral.

“This hard-hitting volume”, 
according to the publisher, 
“shows a mirror to the society 
and, more specifically, to those 
associated with the health sector 
-- on how healers, in many cases, 
are shifting shape to becoming 
predators”.

New Delhi, July 10 (IANS): Amid 
the ongoing tussle between 
Arvind Kejriwal government 
and Lt Governor Anil Baijal, the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday indi-
cated its readiness to hear next 
week an AAP plea on the city’s 
officers, including postings and 
transfers.

Rahul Mehra, senior standing 
counsel for the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government, tweeted that 
a plea had been filed in the court 
of Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
seeking an early disposal of all 
appeals filed by the Delhi govern-
ment on the scope of its powers 
in view of the recent verdict by a 
Constitution bench. 

Mehra said the bench headed 
by the Chief Justice indicated that 
“the matters shall be listed before 
the appropriate bench some time 
next week”. 

The Delhi government ap-
proached the top court as there 
was “still confusion over who has 
powers in transfers and postings 
of officials”, Mehra said.

The three-judge Constitution 
Bench of Chief Justice Misra and 
Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y. 
Chandrachud on July 4 ruled that 
the Lt Governor was bound to 
act on the aid and advice of the 
Council of Ministers.

The bench also ruled that the 
Lt Governor exercised no inde-
pendent powers as the represent-
ative of the central government as 
barring law and order, police and 
land, the Delhi government has 
the power to legislate and govern 
on other issues.

The court last week said issues 
regarding various notifications 
issued by the Delhi government 
in exercise of its administrative 
and legislative powers would be 
dealt separately by an appropri-
ate smaller bench.

A day after the Supreme 
Court ruling, the Kejriwal gov-
ernment sent Baijal files recom-
mending transfer and posting 
of officials. But the Lt Governor 
stonewalled it, saying the issue 
involving “Services” was yet to 
be decided.

Baijal said the Union Home 
Ministry had advised him to keep 
exercising powers over “Services” 
because the May 21, 2015 noti-
fication remained valid until a 
regular bench of the apex court 
decided on it.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia on Tuesday reiterated that 
Baijal had violated the Supreme 
Court orders and appointed Di-
rector Education without inform-
ing the elected government.

“Considering the apex court’s 
order, what the LG did by ap-
pointing Director Education is il-
legal. This is a violation of the Su-
preme Court’s order. The elected 
government spends 26 per cent 
on education but Baijal did not 
even bother to talk to us,” Sisodia 
told the reporters here.

“In the education sector, even 
ministers from other states come 
to talk to us about how things 
should be done, but the LG says 
that Services is with (him) and 
(he) won’t discuss it with (us),” 
he said.

ary told PTI here.
The NGO is named af-

ter Sangh pracharak Nana 
Palkar. The Tata Trusts 
spokesperson declined to 

comment, saying if at all 
it happens, it will be a pri-
vate affair of the 81-year-
old Tata Group patriarch.

Ratan Tata had ear-

lier on December 29, 2016, 
paid a surprise visit to the 
RSS headquarters in Nag-
pur on his 79th birthday 
which his spokesperson 
then had termed as a 
“courtesy call”.

The over 160-year-old 
Tata Trusts, which is the 
largest public charity in 
the country, has been a 
supporter of the Nana 
Palkar Smriti Samiti and 
had initially funded pur-
chase of dialysis instru-
ments and other palliative 
care equipment by the 
orgnaisation, the official of 
the NGO said.
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UK PM seeks unity amid 
chaos over Brexit plans 
London, July 10 (AFP): 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May chairs a 
meeting of her new-look 
cabinet on Tuesday as she 
clings to power following 
the resignation of her for-
eign and Brexit ministers 
in protest at her strategy 
for leaving the European 
Union.

May has faced a back-
lash over the plan from 
Brexit hardliners in her 
Conservative Party who 
say it gives too many con-
cessions to the EU, but she 
has support from moder-
ates and there has been 
no challenge to her lead-
ership.

Former foreign min-
ister Boris Johnson, who 
wrote in his resigna-
tion letter that the Brexit 
“dream is dying” and that 
Britain was headed for the 
“status of colony” of the 
EU under May’s leader-
ship, is seen as a potential 
challenger.

Johnson’s dramatic 
resignation on Monday 
just hours after Brexit min-
ister David Davis quit late 
on Sunday plunged the 
value of the pound on cur-
rency markets.

The gaffe-prone John-
son was quickly replaced 
by 51-year-old former 

PTI
Firefighters with rescue dogs search for missing people after heavy rain hit southwestern Japan, in Kumano town, on July 9.

Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May emerges from 10 Downing Street 
in Westminster, London, Britain, on July 9.

Rescuers walk toward the entrance to a cave complex where the football players were trapped in Mae Sai on Tuesday, July 10.

Widow of Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo leaves China for Germany

Taipei, July 10 (AFP): Schools 
and offices in Taiwan will close 
Tuesday and flights have been 
cancelled as Typhoon Maria 
churns towards Taiwan bring-
ing torrential rains and power-
ful winds.

Maria was 500km east of 
the northeastern coastal town 
of Yilan with gusts of up to 190 
kilometres an hour as of 10 am 
local time, the weather bureau 
said.

Its impact was expected 
to be the strongest from late 
Tuesday to early Wednesday, 
with downpours up to 500ml 
(19.7 inches) forecast in some 
areas, the bureau added.

Officials have warned of 
possible floods and mudslides.

Taiwanese authorit ies 
announced that offices and 
schools would close on Tues-
day afternoon in five cities, 
including Yilan, where strong 
waves have started to pound 
the shore.

Local television footage 
showed farmers in Yilan rush-
ing to their fields to harvest 
scallions, the county’s most 
famous produce.

Fishermen in coastal Keel-

ing also brought in their catch 
and secured their boats ahead 
of the storm, one day after doz-
ens of ferry services to outlying 
islands were cancelled.

Taiwan’s UNI Air cancelled 
around 70 domestic flights 
on Tuesday while two other 
airlines have cancelled flights 
to the Japanese island of 
Okinawa.

Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific 
said it has cancelled more than 
a dozen flights between Hong 
Kong and Taipei, as well as 
from Hong Kong to Okinawa 
on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Singapore Airlines can-
celled two flights, but said 
affected passengers will be 
placed on other SIA flights.

Premier William Lai warned 
local authorities and the pub-
lic to “remain vigilant” for the 
first typhoon of the season in 
Taiwan. He urged people to 
stay indoors and cooperate 
with the government’s disaster 
prevention plans.

Last year more than 100 
people were injured when 
Typhoon Nesat battered the 
island, causing flooding and 
widespread power outages.

Taiwan shuts down 
for Typhoon Maria

Survivors of deadly Japan floods face uncertain future 

Freed from cave, but doctor’s orders 
bar Thai boys from World Cup final

China frees dissident Nobel 
Peace laureate’s widow 

US authorises evacuation of non 
emergency personnel from Haiti

Suicide bomber kills 12 in Afghanistan

UN Security Council adopts resolution 
to protect children in armed conflict

Chiang Rai, July 10 (AFP): All 12 
young footballers rescued from a 
cave in Thailand after more than two 
weeks underground are unlikely to be 
able to take up an offer to attend the 
World Cup final in Moscow, doctors 
said on July 10.

The plight of the boys has 
prompted an outpouring of support 
from across the footballing world, 
from Brazil legend Ronaldo to Eng-
land’s John Stones and Argentinian 
superstar Lionel Messi.

The emaciated and dishevelled 
“Wild Boars” were found after nine 
days of no contact on a small, muddy 
bank surrounded by water several 
kilometres inside the Tham Luang 
cave in northern Thailand.

All had come from football train-
ing when they first went into the cave 
on June 23, and were wearing football 
shirts when they were found - one 
wore an England top, another the 
colours of Real Madrid.

Images of the desperate group 
went viral, prompting FIFA boss 
Gianni Infantino to invite them to 
the July 15 showpiece in a gesture 
of solidarity from the footballing 
world and a dream to most teenage 
football fans.

But doctors poured cold water on 
the idea, saying the boys are in good 
shape but going through a slow and 
careful recovery that will see them 
stay in hospital for a week.

“They can’t go, they have to stay 

in hospital for a while,” Thongchai 
Lertwilairatanapong, of the public 
health ministry, told reporters Tues-
day when asked about the offer to 
attend Sunday’s match.

“They’re likely to watch it on tel-
evision,” Jedsada Chokdamrungsuk, 
permanent-secretary of the Ministry 
of Public Health.

The boys were still far from be-
ing rescued at the time the offer was 
made and as of Tuesday afternoon 
only eight had been freed as the com-
plex mission entered its final stage.

So far no major health problems 
have been detected but parents will 
only be able to visit the first four boys 
using protective gear and after a pe-
riod of 48 hours.

Washington, July 10 (IANS): The US 
State Department has authorised 
the voluntary evacuation of all non-
emergency government employees 
stationed in Haiti and their families 
due to widespread protests in that 
country.

The advisory on Monday comes in 
the wake protests in Haiti on July 6 to 
oppose the hike in fuel prices by 37-50 
per cent, a decision which has since 

been reversed by the government, 
but failed to quell the unrest, reports 
Efe news.

“The US government authorised 
the voluntary departure of non-emer-
gency US government personnel and 
their families. Right now, the US gov-
ernment has limited ability to provide 
emergency services to US citizens,” the 
advisory said.

Washington also banned em-

bassy employees from using ATMs, 
public transport and leaving embassy 
premises between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m., 
besides imposing a curfew at night 
and prohibiting them from visiting es-
tablishments without secure parking. 
“There is currently widespread civil 
unrest and violent demonstrations in 
Haiti. Protests, tire burning, and road 
blockages are frequent and unpredict-
able,” the Department said.

Jalalabad, July 10 (AFP): A suicide at-
tack in Afghanistan Tuesday killed at 
least 12 people and ignited a nearby 
petrol station, officials said, with wit-
nesses describing screaming victims 
“swallowed” by flames in the latest 
deadly violence to hit the country.

The bomber was targeting Af-
ghan security forces when he blew 
himself up in the eastern city of 
Jalalabad, officials said.

Ten civilians were among the 
dead and least five people were 
wounded in the blast, the provincial 

governor’s spokesman Attaullah 
Khogyani told AFP.

“I saw three people who had 
caught fire and were screaming,” Ib-
rahim, who was sitting inside his shop 
at the time of the attack, told AFP.

“As I ran to help them, the fire 
swallowed them. I couldn’t help 
them and I ran to save myself.”

Some of the victims were brought 
to hospital with severe burns, health 
director Najibullah Kamawal said, 
confirming the casualty toll.

“I saw a big ball of fire that threw 

people away. The people were burn-
ing,” Esmatullah, who witnessed the 
incident, told AFP.

The Islamic State group claimed 
the attack via its Amaq propaganda 
agency - the latest carried out by 
the extremists in restive Nangarhar 
province, which borders Pakistan.

Tuesday’s attack comes a day 
after US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo expressed “hope” for peace 
talks between the Afghan govern-
ment and Taliban, during an unan-
nounced visit to Kabul.

United Nations, July 10 (IANS): 
The UN Security Council has 
adopted a resolution aimed at 
a framework for mainstreaming 
protection, rights, well-being 
and empowerment of children 
throughout the conflict cycle.

Resolution 2427, which won 
unanimous approval of the 
15 members of the council on 
Monday, strongly condemns 
the recruitment and use of 
children by parties to armed 
conflict as well as their re-re-
cruitment, killing and maim-
ing, rape and other forms of 
sexual violence, and abduc-
tions, Xinhua reported.

The resolution also con-
demns attacks against schools 
and hospitals and the denial of 
humanitarian access by parties 
to armed conflict and all other 
violations of international law 
committed against children in 
situations of armed conflict.

It demands that all relevant 
parties immediately put an 
end to such practices and take 
special measures to protect 
children.

The resolution also em-
phasises the responsibility of 
all states to put an end to im-

punity and to investigate and 
prosecute those responsible for 
genocide, crimes against hu-
manity, war crimes and other 
egregious crimes perpetrated 
against children.

The resolution reiterates the 
Security Council’s readiness to 
adopt targeted and graduated 
measures against persistent 
perpetrators of violations and 
abuses committed against chil-
dren.

It calls on member states 
and the United Nations to 
mainstream child protection 
into all relevant activities in 
conflict prevention, conflict 
and post-conflict situations 
with the aim of sustaining 
peace and preventing conflict.

It recalls the importance 
of ensuring that children con-
tinue to have access to basic 
services during the conflict and 
post-conflict periods, includ-
ing education and health care, 
and urges member states, UN 
bodies and civil society to take 
specifically into account girls’ 
equal access to education.

The resolution stresses the 
importance of long-term and 
sustainable funding for mental 

health and psychosocial pro-
gramming in humanitarian 
contexts and ensuring all af-
fected children receive timely 
and sufficient support, and en-
couraging donors to integrate 
mental health and psychosocial 
services in all humanitarian 
responses.

The adoption of the resolu-
tion preceded a high-level open 
debate on children and armed 
conflict, which was chaired by 
Swedish Prime Minister Stefan 
Lofven, whose country holds 
the presidency of the Security 
Council for July.

Over 21,000 cases of grave 
violations of children’s rights in 
armed conflict have been veri-
fied by the United Nations for 
2017, a drastic increase from 
the previous year with 15,500 
violations, according to an an-
nual report of the UN secretary-
general on children and armed 
conflict that was released last 
week.

Among the violations in 
2017, some 15,000 were per-
petrated by non-state armed 
groups and about 6,000 were 
committed by government 
forces, according to the report.

Kurashiki, July 10 (AFP): 
As Tomie Takebe looked 
at the ruins of her flood-
ravaged home in the Japa-
nese town of Kurashiki, she 
struggled to say whether 
she would ever live there 
again.

Record rainfall that un-
leashed devastating floods 
and landslides has killed at 
least 156 people in Japan, 
and many of those who 
survived face an uncertain 
future in homes and towns 
transformed beyond rec-
ognition.

Takebe (67) was in the 
Mabi district of Kurashiki 
in Okayama prefecture, 
which was partially en-
gulfed by flooding that has 
now receded, leaving a 
thick layer of silt as a sign of 
where the water once was.

“I don’t know what 
to say,” she said, as she 
looked at the damage to 
her two storey home, its 
contents jumbled together 
and caked in mud.

Beijing, July 10 (IANS): 
After seven years of house 
arrest, Liu Xia, the widow 
of activist and Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, 
on Tuesday left for Ger-
many.

Liu Xia had been under 
house arrest since 2010 
when her late husband 
was awarded the top peace 
prize while serving his 
sentence for “anti-China” 
activities. 

He died of cancer in 
2017, becoming the first 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
in custody since German 
pacifist Carl von Ossietzky 
in 1938.

Liu Xia took a plane 
to Berlin at 11 a.m., fam-
ily friends said. She has 
never been charged with 
any crime but said in May 
that she was ready to die in 
protest over her continued 
detention.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry, which was cagey 
about the details and rea-
sons for freeing Liu Xia, 
said the 57-year-old poet 
left for Germany for treat-
ment of her own volition.

“I should say Liu Xia 
travelled to Germany for 
medical treatment in ac-
cordance with her own 
will,” Ministry spokesper-
son Hua Chunying said.

Her husband, a uni-
versity professor turned 
human rights campaign-
er, was jailed in 2009 on 
charges of inciting sub-
version.

He died of liver cancer 
in 2017 and his ashes were 
scattered at sea.

Liu Xia is said to have 
suffered from depression 
after spending years under 
heavy surveillance. The 
development came three 
days before the anniversa-
ry of her husband’s death. 

Chinese authorities 
earlier maintained that 
the dissident’s widow was 
a free citizen but she faced 
restrictions on her move-
ments and had been kept 
under surveillance.

Patrick Poon, China 
Researcher at the human 
rights group Amnesty In-
ternational, said it was 
“wonderful news that Liu 
Xia was finally free and 
that her persecution and 
illegal detention at the 
hands of the Chinese au-
thorities came to an end”.

He added: “The Chi-
nese authorities tried to 
silence her, but she stood 
tall for human rights.” Am-
nesty further called for an 
end to the harassment of 
Liu Xia’s family who re-
mained in China.

health minister Jeremy 
Hunt, who unlike Johnson 
supported staying in the 
European Union in the 
2016 referendum.

Dominic Raab, a Brex-
it supporter and former 
housing minister, was ap-
pointed to replace Davis 
only days before negotia-
tions in Brussels are due to 
resume next week.

British and EU officials 
are hoping to strike a deal 
on the terms of Britain’s 
withdrawal and agree to a 

plan for future trade ties in 
time for an EU summit in 
October.

“With just weeks left 
to conclude negotiations 
on leaving the EU, this is 
a critical moment for the 
country,” the Financial 
Times wrote in an edito-
rial.

“This confrontation 
between Brexiters and re-
ality was long overdue,” 
it said, adding that May 
“should have faced down 
the hardliners before ne-

gotiations formally began”.
May’s Conservative 

opponents could trigger 
a confidence vote against 
her if at least 48 MPs sup-
port it, but to actually force 
her from office 159 MPs 
would have to vote against 
her -- a figure hardliners 
may not be able to reach.

May has said she will 
fight off any attempt to 
unseat her.

Much will  depend 
on European reactions 
to May’s plan and she is 
due to meet with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
later on Tuesday at the 
Western Balkans Summit 
in London.

The Guardian newspa-
per quoted an unnamed 
Conservative MP saying 
the resignations would 
continue in protest against 
her plan to keep strong 
economic ties with the EU 
-- dubbed the Chequers 
plan after her country re-
treat where it was agreed 
last week.

But former Conserva-
tive leader William Hague, 
writing in the Daily Tel-
egraph, said May’s critics 
had failed to produce “any 
credible alternative pro-
posal” and warned that 
further resignations could 
put Brexit itself “at risk”.

“My fridge, everything 
... It’s all covered in mud,” 
she said, as relatives helped 
her bring items outside.

She moved around try-
ing to work out how to 
clean up, but with no run-
ning water or electricity, 
the task seemed impos-

sible.
And with her life turned 

upside-down, thinking 
much further ahead was a 
struggle.

“Maybe I’ll move and 
live with my sister in Osa-
ka,” she said.

“But I’m not sure. I’m 

focusing on cleaning the 
house for now. I’ll think 
about the future later.”

Emotions were run-
ning high throughout the 
tight-knit community, 
where some neighbours 
kept in touch with each 
other during the disas-

ter, messaging constantly 
to check on each other’s 
safety.

Rumours circulated 
about looters or thieves tar-
geting homes, and residents 
shouted at some outsiders 
as they moved around the 
neighbourhood.

On a main road, work 
crews had moved debris 
to either side of the street, 
lining the road with a trail 
of crushed and toppled 
cars and fallen trees.

Streams of water were 
still flowing like shallow 
rivers in some area, and 
everywhere there was mud 
left behind by the flood-
water.

On one road, con-
venience store workers 
dumped expired drinks 
into a drain, while nearby 
a fish lay on its side, drying 
in the sun.

Hirotoshi Ohta (50), a 
construction worker, was 
at work and said the com-
pany had lost more than a 
dozen trucks to the floods.

The firm had sent out 
some of its remaining con-
crete mixer trucks to bring 
ground water into the area 
to help the clean-up work.

But it was unclear how 
normal business could 
resume, Ohta said.
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Beyonce, Sheeran, Jay-Z to pay tribute to Mandela
Singers Beyonce Knowles, Jay-Z and Ed Sheeran will headline a special Global Citizen 
Festival in honour of Nelson Mandela in South Africa on December 2. The concert, to be 
held at FNB Stadium in Johannesburg, will mark the 100th anniversary of the birth of the 
anti-apartheid leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, organisers announced early Monday, 
reports variety.com. Mandela died in 2013. Others performing at the festival include Usher, 
Eddie Vedder, a joint set from Pharrell Williams and Coldplay’s Chris Martin, and African 
artists including Wizkid, Cassper Nyovest and Femi Kuti. Oprah Winfrey will give a keynote 
address on Mandela’s legacy, and other hosts will include Naomi Campbell, Forest Whitak-
er and Tyler Perry. The Global Citizen organisation has a stated goal of ending extreme 
poverty by 2030. With its Mandela 100 campaign, it hopes to bring in $1 billion. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: 
Sanju (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctor Johnny Depp has 
been sued for alleg-
edly punching a location 
manager who was trying 
to enforce permit restric-

tions on the set of upcoming crime 
film “City of Lies”.

Gregg “Rocky” Brooks alleged 
on Monday that the incident 
occurred on April 13, 2017, when 
Depp was filming outside the 
Barclay Hotel in downtown 
here, reports variety.com.

The film, then called “Laby-
rinth”, is based on a similarly 
titled book by Randall Sul-
livan, and chronicles police 
investigations of the deaths 
of rappers Tupac Shakur and 
Biggie Smalls.

According to Brooks, the 
production had a permit to shoot 
until 7 p.m. outside the hotel, and 
until 10 p.m. inside. Brooks said 
he was asked to get the permit 
extended to accommodate Depp, 
who wanted to direct a longer ver-
sion of the scene with two friends. 
Brooks says he was able to get the 
permit extended twice, but that at 
11 p.m. the permit official said they 
would have to wrap it up.

Brooks says he told the director, 
Brad Furman, that shooting would 

have 
to halt. Fur-
man allegedly replied: “Why 
don’t you tell that to Johnny Depp?”

Brooks has alleged he went to 
get an on-set police officer to help 
him break the news to Depp, but 
that before he could do so, Depp 
accosted him, yelling, “Who the f*** 
are you? You have no right to tell me 
what to do!”

He claims he tried to explain to 

Depp that as loca-
tion man-
ager, he had to 
make sure the 
production was 
in compliance 
with city permits. 
Depp allegedly 
answered, “I don’t 
give a f*** who you 
are and you can’t 
tell me what to do.”

While scream-
ing at Brooks, Depp 
allegedly punched 
him twice in the 
lower left side of his 
rib cage. Depp alleg-
edly yelled: “I will give 
you $100,000 to punch 
me in the face right 
now!”

Depp’s bodyguards 
had to intercede to keep 

him away from Brooks, ac-
cording to the suit. Brooks alleges 
he could smell alcohol on Depp’s 
breath, reports variety.com. 

Brooks said he was fired from 
the production three days later, 
when he refused to sign a release 
waiving his right to sue over the 
incident.

IANS

A
ctor Sonali Bendre, who 
recently revealed that she 
has been diagnosed with 
cancer, today said she is 
taking her time to deal 

with the rough road ahead.
On July 4, the 43-year-old actor 

divulged she has “high grade cancer” 
and is currently undergoing treat-
ment in New York. 

Bendre took to Instagram to ex-
press gratitude to fans, followers and 
members of the film fraternity for the 
constant “outpouring of love”.

The actor, who had called the di-
agnosis a “curveball” they did not see 
coming, said, “Each day comes with 
its own challenges and victories and 

so for now, I’m taking this #OneDay-
AtATime. The only thing I’m trying to 
be consistent about is maintaining a 
positive outlook... 

“Literally #SwitchOnTheSun-
shine - it’s my way of dealing with 
this. Sharing my journey is also part 
of this process... I can only hope it re-
minds you that all is not lost and that 
someone, somewhere understands 
what you’re going through.” 

Bendre said she is happy to know 
that she is not alone in these difficult 
times.

“I’m especially grateful to those 
of you who shared stories of your 
experiences in dealing with cancer, 
whether it was your own or of loved 

ones. Your stories have given me an 
extra dosage of strength and cour-
age...” she said quoting her favourite 
author Isabel Allende, that “The 
human capacity for survival and 
renewal is awesome”.

The actor also shared a video in 
which she appears emotional as she 
gets her long locks chopped into a 
short crop. She also shared a series 
of pictures after her haircut, one of 
them which featured her husband, 
producer Goldie Behl. 

Last week, Bendre shared a 
lengthy note about being diagnosed 
with cancer on her social media ac-
counts.

PTI

H
arvey Wein-
stein, who 
was previ-
ously indicted 
on charges 

involving two women, was 
released on bail today while 
fighting sex crime accusa-
tions that now include a 
third woman. 

“We fight these battles 
one day at a time, and today 
we won this round,” defense 
attorney Ben Brafman said 
outside court. Brafman said 
during an arraignment that 
he expects more charges. 

Weinstein pleaded not 
guilty after he was brought 
into the courtroom while 

handcuffed from behind, 
then uncuffed for the pro-
ceeding. 

An updated indictment 
unveiled last week alleges 
the movie mogul-turned-
#MeToo villain performed a 
forcible sex act on a woman 
in 2006. 

The new charges 
include two counts of 
predatory sexual assault, 
which carries a maximum 
sentence of life in prison 
upon conviction. 

Manhattan District At-
torney Cyrus R Vance Jr said 
the 66-year-old Weinstein 
is charged with “some of 
the most serious sexual 

offenses” that exist under 
state law.  “Mr Weinstein 
maintains that all of these 
allegations are false and he 
expects to be fully vindi-
cated,” Brafman said. 

More than 75 women 
have accused Weinstein, 
who was one of the most 
powerful men in Holly-
wood, of wrongdoing as al-
legations detailed in Pulitzer 

Prize-winning stories last 
October in The New York 
Times and The New Yorker 
magazine swelled into the 
#MeToo movement. 

Several actresses and 
models accused Weinstein 
of criminal sexual assaults. 
They include: film actress 
Rose McGowan, who said 
Weinstein raped her in 1997 
in Utah; “Sopranos” actress 
Annabella Sciorra, who said 
he raped her in her New 
York apartment in 1992; 
and the Norwegian actress 
Natassia Malthe, who said 
he attacked her in a London 
hotel room in 2008. 

AP/PTI

A
ctor Tab Hunter, 
Hollywood heart-
throb of the 1950s 
famous for films 
“Damn Yankees”, 

“Pandemonium” and epony-
mous series “The Tab Hunter 
Show”, has died. He was 87.

The news of the actor’s 
death was shared by Facebook 
page Tab Hunter Confidential 
which stated that he died three 
days before his 87th birthday.

“Tab passed away tonight 
three days shy of his 87th 
birthday. Please honour his 
memory by saying a prayer on 
his behalf. He would have liked 
that,” read the post. The actor 
was born as Arthur Andrew 
Kelm in New York City in 1931 
and later raised in California.

However, it was his agent 
Henry Willson, who gave him 
his on-stage name Tab Hunter.

PTI

M
arvel Comics icon 
Stan Lee has dis-
missed a $1 billion 
lawsuit against POW! 
Entertainment, in 

which the Marvel icon claims he had 
been duped into signing away the 
exclusive right to his name.

The move comes as turmoil con-
tinues in Lee’s personal life. 

The lawsuit was filed in May 
when the 95-year-old Lee was alleg-
edly under the sway of memorabilia 
collector Keya Morgan. Morgan is 
now barred from contacting Lee 
or coming within 100 yards of him, 
under a restraining order granted on 
Friday, reports variety.com.

A joint statement was issued 

on Monday by Lee and by POW! 
Entertainment, now owned by 
Hong Kong’s Camsing International, 
announcing that the suit had been 
dismissed.

“The whole thing has been con-
fusing to everyone, including myself 
and the fans, but I am now happy to 
be surrounded by those who want 
the best for me

“I am thrilled to put the lawsuit 
behind me, get back to business with 
my friends and colleagues at POW! 
and launch the next wave of amaz-
ing characters and stories,” Lee said 
in the statement.

POW! said it had been working 
behind the scenes to resolve the 
dispute out of concern for Lee’s well-

being.
“We are ecstatic that this ill-

founded lawsuit has been dismissed 
and we look forward to working with 
Stan again to develop and produce 
the great projects that were put on 
hold when the lawsuit was filed,” 
POW! CEO Shane Duffy said in the 
statement, reports variety.com.

“We recently got together with 
Stan to discuss our path forward and 
we and Camsing are pleased with his 
overwhelmingly enthusiastic reac-
tion,” Duffy added.

Lee sold POW! to Camsing in 
2017. The suit alleged that Lee had 
signed over the company without 
fully reading or understanding the 
documents, owing in part to his 
macular degeneration.

The situation appears to have 
come to a head in early June, when 
Morgan allegedly moved Lee out of 
his house and into an apartment. 

The restraining order alleges 
that Morgan was trying to isolate 
Lee from his financial advisors and 
relatives in order to assert control 
over Lee’s affairs. Morgan and Lee 
have not been in contact for several 
weeks, and Morgan is reportedly out 
of state.

IANS

Johnny Depp sued for allegedly 
punching location manager

Sonali Bendre on cancer diagnosis: I’m taking this one day at a time

Harvey Weinstein pleads not guilty, released on bail

Tab Hunter, 1950s 
star, dies at 87

Stan Lee drops $1 billion lawsuit amid 
legal turmoil

‘I don’t see myself as a victim’

S
unny Leone says 
whenever her name is 
dragged into contro-
versies, she may feel 
like a “soft target” but 

does not identify as a “victim”.
In the past, her dance per-

formances have been cancelled 
and the actor has been at the 
receiving end of some politi-
cians’ sexist remarks.

Asked if she feels victimised, 
Leone said, “I don’t see myself 
as a victim but I may be a soft 
target. I believe people should 
have the right to say what they 
want to, when they want to, how 
they want to, whether it’s right 
or wrong is their choice and 
moral stand.” 

“Most of the time I brush 
it off because it’s nonsense... 
Sometimes it gets on my nerves. 
Does it hurt me? No. Is it an-
noying? Yes,” the actor, whose 
real name is Karenjit Kaur, told 
reporters here.

The actor was speaking at 
the launch of her biographical 
web series, “Karenjit Kaur- The 
Untold Story of Sunny Leone”.

Asked if there were portions 
from her life she did not want 
the film to explore, Leone said, 
“A lot (of them)”. 

Leone described the process 
of narrating her story to the 
show’s writers as full of “laugh 
and a lot of tears”.

“It had to make sense to our 
story. So whether it was a good 
thing or bad, I had to tell it all. 
We sat for six months where I 
just told stories about myself 
and from those stories we have 
made 20 episodes,” she said.

The Zee5 web series goes 
online from July 16 and the 
actor says she is nervous about 
sharing her story with the 
world.

“I’m still trying to get con-
vinced if I did the right thing but 
what Aditya (director) has shot, 
it’s really beautiful. I’m happy 
the director let me be me.

“I’m still on the fence 
whether it was the right choice 
or the wrong. I know deep down 
it was the right choice. I’m just 
scared, that’s all,” she added.

PTI

K
iss star Gene Simmons 
has settled a sexual mis-
conduct lawsuit which 
was brought against 
him late last year.

A female broadcaster, who was 
listed under the pseudonym Jane 
Doe, filed the suit in December, 
accusing the vocalist and bassist 
of “unwarranted, unwanted sexual 
advances, touching and battery” 
during an interview.

Billboard report that Simmons 
and Doe announced to LA County 
Supreme Court Judge Daniel S 
Murphy last week that their case 
had been settled. Both parties will 
now need to submit an official 
request to end the lawsuit, with the 
hearing scheduled to take place on 
August 10. 

The terms of the settlement 

haven’t been made public.
The alleged incident was 

said to have taken place in Novem-
ber last year at San Bernardino res-
taurant Rock & Brews, with court 
papers claiming that Simmons 
made “several aggressive, unwant-
ed sexual advances, despite Doe’s 
active and clear discouragement.”

The papers claimed that Sim-
mons “reached over and grabbed 
Doe’s hand and forcefully placed 
it on his knee and held it on his 
knee.” Doe withdrew her hand but 
later in the interview, it was alleged 
that Simmons again reached for 
her, but Doe “was able to push his 
hand away with her elbow before 
he touched her hand.”

Simmons was also accused 
of turning interview questions 
into sexual innuendoes and again 

reached 
for Doe’s 

hand and then “forcibly flicked/
struck Doe in the middle of her 
throat” causing Doe to attempt to 
shut the interview down.

Simmons vigorously denied 
the allegations back in December, 
saying in a statement: “For the 
record, I did not assault the person 
making these accusations in the 
manner alleged in the complaint 
or harm her in any way. 

“I am conferring with my 
lawyers with the aim of vigorously 
countering these allegations. And 
I look forward to my day in court 
where the evidence will prove my 
innocence.”

Loudersound

Gene Simmons 
settles sexual 
misconduct lawsuit
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Arthur Melo

Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh and Director General of 
Police Suresh Arora pinning the stars on Harmanpreet Kaur’s 
uniform.

Shehzad’s failing a doping test is a severe 
blow to the 26-year old’s stuttering career.

Cristiano Ronaldo

Fernando Torres

AB de Villiers

LeBron signs Lakers NBA deal 
for four years at $154 million

Ronaldo signs for Juventus from Real Madrid

Torres to join Japanese club Sagan Tosu

I will play IPL for few more years — De Villiers

FC Barcelona sign Brazilian midfielder Arthur MeloFake degree: No action against woman cricketer Harmanpreet

Pakistan opener Shehzad charged over positive test — PCB

Senior Inter-District Cricket Tournament
Dimapur and Mokokchung win on third day

WFI fears cancellation of Asian Junior 
Championships without Pakistan participation

Los Angeles, July 10 (AFP): LeBron 
James signed his new four-year NBA 
contract worth $154 million with 
the Los Angeles Lakers on Mon-
day, with Lakers president Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson calling it a “huge 
step” for the team.

The Klutch Sports Group, agents 
for James, tweeted a photo of the 
four-time NBA Most Valuable Player 
on Monday night with “officially 
signed with the Lakers” as the cap-
tion.

The agents revealed July 1, 
hours after the start of free agency, 
that James had agreed to terms on 
the Lakers deal, leaving the Cleve-
land Cavaliers after four seasons 
in which he led them to four NBA 
Finals.

James brought Cleveland its 
first major sports crown since 
1964 when the Cavs 
won the 2016 NBA 
crown but lost 
three of four 
finals show-
downs with the 
Golden State 
Warriors, falling to 
3-6 for his career in the 
NBA Finals, and decided to make 
a move in hopes of rebuilding the 
Lakers into a winner.

The Lakers tweeted an image 
of James wearing the team’s purple 
and gold jersey with his name and 
number, 23, on the back and the city 

lights of Los Angeles in the back-
ground plus “The King has arrived” 
as a caption.

“Today is a great day for the Lak-
ers organization and Lakers fans all 
over the world to welcome LeBron 
James, a three-time 
NBA Champion 
and four-time 
NBA MVP,” John-
son said.

“LeBron is 
special. He is the 
best player in the 
world. He loves to 
compete and is an 
awesome leader 
w h o 

i s 
a b o u t 
w i n n i n g 
and making sure 
that his teammates 
are successful. The 
Lakers players are 

excited to have a teammate who 
has been to nine NBA Finals. “It’s 
a huge step closer to returning the 
Lakers to the playoffs and to the 
NBA Finals.”

The Lakers, a 16-time NBA 
champion, have missed the playoffs 
for five consecutive seasons. They 
haven’t gone past the second round 
of the playoffs since Kobe Bryant 

led the Lakers to consecutive 
NBA titles in 2009 and 2010.

James was third in the NBA 
last season with 27.5 points a 

game, matched his career high 
with 8.6 rebounds and 

was second 
in the 

NBA with 
a career-
high 9.1 

a s s i s t s 
w h i l e 
shoot-

ing 54.2 percent from the floor.
The 15-year NBA veteran be-

came the first NBA with 30,000 
career points, 8,000 rebounds and 
8,000 assists.

“This is a historic moment for 
the Lakers, and we could not feel 
more grateful and honored,” Lakers 
general manager Rob Pelinka said.

“When LeBron James, a peren-
nial NBA MVP and champion who 
is playing at the most astonishing 
levels of his career, chooses to join 
the Lakers, it serves as the ultimate 
validation for what we are building 
here.

“We all know that the work 
is not yet done. We will continue 
forward and do all that is necessary 
to achieve our shared obsession 
of bringing banner number 17 to 

the world’s best fans -- Lakers 
Nation.”

James has played in 
1,143 career regular 

season games for the 
Cavaliers and Miami 
Heat, averaging 27.2 
points, 7.4 rebounds, 
7.2 assists and 1.6 

steals per game.
He ranks seventh in career 

NBA scoring with 31,038 points, 
11th in all-time assists with 8,208 
and 16th in career steals with 1,865.

James also won Olympic gold 
medals in 2008 at Beijing and 2012 
at London.

Madrid, July 10 (Reuters): 
Five-times world player 
of the year Cristiano Ron-
aldo has signed for Italian 
champions Juventus from 
Real Madrid, the La Liga 
club said in a statement on 
Tuesday.

Ronaldo, who joined 
Real from Manchester 
United in 2008 for a then 
world record 80 million 
pounds ($106.27 million), 
is the Spanish club’s all-
time top scorer with 451 
goals in all competitions 
and won two La Liga ti-
tles and four Champions 
League trophies with them.

“For Real Madrid, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo will always 
be one of its greatest sym-
bols and a unique refer-
ence for the generations to 
come,” European champi-
ons Real said, adding that 
Ronaldo had asked to be 
transferred. “Real Madrid 
will always be his home”.

The transfer fee was 
not disclosed but Spanish 
media said Ronaldo had 
signed a four-year deal 
and had cost Juventus 105 
million euros ($123.24 mil-
lion).

The Portugal inter-

national scored two goals 
against Juventus in Real’s 
4-1 win in the 2017 Cham-
pions League final and ear-
lier this season struck a 
jaw-dropping bicycle kick 
against the Italians in a 3-0 
win in a quarter-final first-
leg game in Turin which 
prompted Juve support-
ers to give him a standing 
ovation.

The Portuguese, 33, 
converted a stoppage-time 
penalty in the second leg to 
knock the Italians out 4-3 
on aggregate.

The signing of the lat-

est Ballon d’Or winner and 
top scorer in the Champi-
ons League for the last six 
seasons represents a major 
coup for Juve, who have 
had a stranglehold on the 
Italian title since 2012 but 
have not won Europe’s top 
prize since 1996.

The signing also strikes 
a blow for the profile of 
Serie A against La Liga, 
which has now lost two 
of its three most famous 
players in the last year after 
Paris St Germain signed 
Neymar from Barcelona 
last August.

Madrid, July 10 (IANS): 
Former Spain forward Fer-
nando Torres on Tuesday 
announced that he will 
turn out for Japanese club 
Sagan Tosu.

“My new team will be 
Sagan Tosu in Japan,” the 
34-year-old was quoted as 
saying by ESPNFC. 

“Yesterday we signed 
the contract. They were 
one of the first clubs to 
show interest in me, and I 
appreciate their insistence 
and how they convinced 
me with their sporting, per-
sonal and cultural project.”

Torres, who played for 
Atletico Madrid and Liver-
pool among other clubs, 
had been linked A-League 
club Sydney FC and MLS 
side Chicago Fire.

“They wanted me on 
a football level, which was 
one of the most important 
things. I am joining up next 
week and hoping to start as 
soon as possible with my 
new teammates, playing 
games and scoring goals. 
I hope to make my debut, 
at home, on July 21, then 
to be there for many years. 
How long will depend on 

Cape Town, July 10 (IANS): 
Star South African batsman 
AB de Villiers, who recently 
announced his retirement 
from international cricket, 
confirmed on Tuesday that 
he will continue to play in 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) for a few more years.

“I will keep on playing 
IPL for a few years, and I 
would like to play for the 
Titans, and help some of 
the youngsters. But there 
are no set plans. I haven’t 
been able to say that for a 
long time,” de Villiers told 
iol.co.za.

“There are some offers 
on the table from around 
the world, but it will be nice 
to wake up and wonder 
what to do; to be normal.”

De Villiers added that 

he has made peace with the 
fact that he does not have a 
World Cup winner’s medal.

“For a long time, the 
World Cup was a massive 
goal. But, in the last few 
years, I have realised that 
it isn’t realistic to measure 
yourself purely on what 
you achieve in that tourna-
ment. That will not be the 
be-all and end-all of my 
career,” de Villiers said.

“Yes, I would have loved 
to win it, but I have great 
memories from World 
Cups. The 2007 tourna-
ment -- my first -- was very 
special. We fell short against 
Australia, when we tried 
to play too much cricket 
too soon, but that shift in 
mentality probably helped 
us to go over there and win 

Barcelona, July 10 (IANS): FC Barcelona 
have announced the signing of promising 
Brazilian midfielder Arthur Melo from Gre-
mio for 31 million euros ($36.4 million US 
dollars) plus nine million euros in variables.

The 21-year-old Arthur, who helped 
Brazilian club Gremio win the Copa Lib-
ertadores in 2017, on Monday signed a six-
year deal with Barcelona, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“Arthur stands out for his skill at pro-
tecting the ball and his eagerness to play 
directly up the field,” Barcelona said in a 
statement.

The Spanish champions agreed on 
a deal for the 21-year-old playmaker in 
March and he will help fill the gap left by 
Andres Iniesta and Paulinho, who both 
departed this summer.

Barcelona initially planned to sign Ar-
thur in January 2019 but with spaces to fill 
in midfield the deal was sped up.

C h a n d i g a r h , Ju l y  1 0 
(IANS): The Punjab gov-
ernment wil l  remove 
woman cricketer Har-
manpreet Kaur the DSP’s 
post for submitting a fake 
degree, but will not initi-
ate any criminal proceed-
ings against her, informed 
sources said on Tuesday.

Government and po-
lice sources said no crimi-
nal proceedings for forgery 
and cheating was in the 
offing against the Indian 
T20 women cricket team 
captain. The graduation 
certificate submitted by 
her to fulfill the eligibility 
criterion for becoming a 
Punjab Police DSP was 
found to be fake.

Bengaluru, July 10 (Reuters): Paki-
stan batsman Ahmed Shehzad has 
tested positive for a banned sub-
stance and will be charged later on 
Tuesday, the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) has said.

The PCB announced in June that 
a player had failed a doping test but 
refused to reveal the name of the 
team member or the charges they 
faced until a chemical report was 
completed, as per the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC) regulations.

“Independent Review Board 

Dimapur, July 10 (EMN): 
In the ongoing day 3 of the 
Senior Inter District Cricket 
Tournament organised by 
the Nagaland Cricket Asso-
ciation and played at NCA 
Stadium, Dimapur trashed 
Wokha by 10 wickets and 
Mokokchung defeated Mon 
by six wickets in their re-
spective league matches on 
Tuesday.

Dimapur vs Wokha
Wokha won the toss and 
elected to bat first
Score:
Wokha - 53 all out in 19.1 
overs
Puneet- 11, Chonben - 10, 
and Renchio - 6 runs
Varun - 5 wickets, Nitesh - 3 
wickets, Nagaho and Tah-
meed 1 wicket each.
Dimapur – 54 for no loss in 

15.4 overs
Sedezhalie – 30 n.o, Puchu 
– 13 n.o
Mon vs Mokokchung
Mon won the toss and 
elected to bat first
Mon - 137 all out in 29.3 
overs
Raman – 46, Mayank – 30, 
and Renthungo - 11 runs
Deen Dayal, Aloto, and 
Subham claimed 3 wickets 

each
Mokokchung- 138 for 4 in 
28 overs
Vinod- 26, Hitesh - 42, Im-
likaba- 21, and Daniel- 17 
runs
Mayank and Raman took 2 
wickets each

Today’s matches
Mon vs Wokha at 8 am

Dimapur vs Mokokchung 
at 12:30pm

New Delhi, July 10 (PTI): 
The Wrestling Federation 
of India (WFI) today said it 
runs the risk of losing the 
hosting rights of the up-
coming Asian Junior Cham-
pionships in New Delhi if 
the Pakistani grapplers are 
not allowed to compete in 
the event, beginning July 
17. 

WFI President Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh, also 
an MP, informed the media 
that they are yet to get clear-
ance form the Ministry of 
Home Affairs to conduct 
the event due to ambiguity 
over participation of Paki-
stani grapplers.

“We have not yet got 
clearance. I have asked for 
a meeting with the Home 
Minister this evening. If 
Pakistani contingent are 
now allowed to compete 
and denied visa, the UWW 
(world body) may ban us 
and take away the event 

from India. It’s Pakistan’s 
right to compete at the 
event ,” Singh told report-
ers.

The WFI President said 
they had begun the 
process of getting 
various clearanc-
es four months 
ago but a few 
‘officials’ do 
n o t  u n d e r-
stand the ‘seri-
ousness’ of the 
issue.

“Usually the pro-
cess begins two months 
from the event but we be-
gan it four months back. 
But a few officials do not 
understand that it is a se-
rious matter. The United 
World Wrestling can take 
action against us. They can 
ban us, bar us from com-
peting in Olympics.

“It’s not a bilateral meet, 
it’s an Asian Championship. 
Pakistan can’t be denied 

the chance to compete. 
Pakistan is not at mercy of 
India to compete. Only after 
giving guarantee, which 
ensures participation of 

all countries, we are 
allotted tourna-

ments,” he said.
Singh also 

informed that 
only a boys’ 
team from 
Pakistan will 

come for the 
competi t ion, 

scheduled to be 
held here from July 17 to 

23 at K D Jadhav stadium.
So far, 17 countries, 

including powerhouses 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Japan and Korea have con-
firmed their participation 
the competitions.

Singh also said they 
were getting calls from vari-
ous UWW officials and it 
was “bothering” them.

India and Pakistan have 

not played a full bilateral 
cricket series since 2007 
with the the Indian govern-
ment not giving a go ahead 
to the BCCI in the backdrop 
of tense relations between 
the two countries. 

Recently squash play-
ers from Pakistan struggled 
to secure visas for the Ju-
nior World Championship, 
starting July 17 in Chennai. 

The WFI President ex-
pressed satisfaction that 
Indian girls finished second 
at the recently concluded 
World Cadet Champion-
ships and stressed that fa-
cilities have improved at 
training centres in India.

“Now the grapplers get 
two-month diet immedi-
ately after they join the na-
tional camp. It’s helping 
them. And now we conduct 
five Nationals to provide 
platform to all age group 
wrestlers to showcase their 
skills,” he said.

my sporting performance.
“I wanted to take time 

to enjoy my last days at 
Atletico and then reflect on 
what was best for me and 
for my family.

There were many op-
tions, different offers from 
all the continents. I had 
offers from France, Ger-
many, other clubs in Spain, 
but I did not want to join 
another European club as 
I had the best end possible 
here with my team.

Torres, has won the 
2010 World Cup and the 
2008 and 2010 Europe-
an Championships with 
Spain. He has netted 38 
goals in 110 appearances 
for his country and struck 
118 times in two spells at 
Atletico. “I wanted some-
thing completely different, 
a change. I like to take risky 
decisions, to face challeng-
es. It is a small team from 
a humble area which has 
gone to the top in its coun-
try, which attracts me too,” 
he added.

Report on doping case has been 
received by PCB. Cricketer Ahmed 
Shehzad has tested positive for a 
banned substance. PCB will issue 
charge sheet today,” the governing 
body said on its verified Twitter ac-
count.

Shehzad, 26, has struggled to nail 
down a place in the Pakistan squad 
in recent years but played in the two-
match Twenty20 series at Scotland 
in June, where he scored a combined 
38 runs as the visitors recorded com-
manding victories.

Enquiries by Punjab 
Police with the Chaudhary 
Charan Singh University in 
Meerut had revealed that 

Harmanpreet’s graduation 
degree was not genuine 
and in fact she was never 
enrolled as a varsity stu-

dent.
The state has now of-

fered her a constable’s post 
on the basis of her Class 12 
pass certificate.

Harmanpreet was ap-
pointed Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police on March 
1, with Punjab Chief Min-
ister Amarinder Singh and 
Director General of Police 
Suresh Arora pinning the 
stars on her uniform.

The Chief Minister had 
offered the DSP’s post to 
Harmanpreet, who hails 
from Moga district, in July 
last year, following her scin-
tillating performance in the 
Women’s World Cup 2017.

Amarinder Singh had 
said that the Parkash Singh 

Badal government’s refusal 
to accede to her request to 
join Punjab Police was an 
“injustice” to her.

Harmanpreet was ear-
lier employed with the Rail-
ways as a Superintendent. 

Amarinder Singh had 
intervened to seek a waiver 
for her from a bond signed 
with the Railways to en-
able her to join as DSP in 
Punjab. The state had, in 
February, received a formal 
communication from the 
Railways about the waiver.

The woman cricketer, 
who is leaving for England, 
has not reacted in detail, 
telling the media that she 
has no idea about the con-
troversy over her degree.

the Test series we then won 
over there. Personally, I 
scored my first ODI century 
in that 2007 tournament, 
and I loved the whole ex-
perience of being in the 
Caribbean,” he added.

“The same goes for the 

others, in 2011 and in 2015. 
India has always been close 
to my heart, because of the 
passion for cricket, and 
then obviously 2015 was an 
amazing game,” he further 
said about the classic semi-
final against New Zealand 

in which South Africa fell 
agonisingly short. 

“We fell on the wrong 
side of it, but we gave it 
everything.”

De Villiers further said 
that his decison to call it 
a day was made easier 
when he realised that his 
career will not be defined 
by World Cup success.

“I guess that once I ac-
knowledged to myself that 
I didn’t have to measure my 
career on one tournament, 
place so much empha-
sis on it, it became easier 
to make my decision,” he 
said. 

“I also didn’t want to be 
picking and choosing my 
way through fixtures from 
now until then. It wouldn’t 
be fair.”
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Novak Djokovic celebrates after beating Karen Khachanov to reach the quarter-finals.

Gymnast Dipa Karmakar poses for photographs with her gold medal, 
which was won in Turkey, during an interaction with the media at 
the Indira Gandhi Stadium, in New Delhi on Tuesday, July 10. 

PTIColombia's Fernando Gaviria, crosses the finish line to win the fourth stage of the Tour de France 
cycling race over 195 kilometers (121 miles) with start in La Baule and finish in Sarzeau, France, 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018. Germany's Andre Greipel, left, finished third.

Gareth Southgate

Djokovic relegates Federer in 
Wimbledon quarter-final line-up

Germany makes Mesut Ozil the scapegoat for World Cup exit

Gaviria claims 2nd Tour win on Stage 4; Froome safe in pack

Southgate in no mood to change 
England's winning formula

Gymnast Dipa Karmakar likely to 
be Tripura's brand ambassador

London, July 10 (AFP): No-
vak Djokovic won his battle 
to be promoted to Centre 
Court billing for Wednes-
day's quarter-finals, forcing 
eight-time champion Rog-
er Federer off the sport's 
most famous arena for the 
first time in three years.

Three-time champi-
on Djokovic will open the 
Centre Court programme 
against Kei Nishikori fol-
lowed by two-time winner 
and world number one 
Rafael Nadal facing Juan 
Martin del Potro.

Defending champion 
Federer, who has played all 
of his Wimbledon matches 
since the 2015 semi-finals 
on Centre Court, will in-
stead open proceedings on 
Court One against Kevin 
Anderson.

The other last-eight tie, 
between Milos Raonic and 
John Isner, finishes off the 
Court One schedule.

Djokovic has featured 
just once on Centre Court 
-- against British home 
favourite Kyle Edmund in 
the last 32 -- in the opening 
four rounds.

By contrast, Federer and 
Nadal have played exclu-
sively on the 15,000-seater 
Centre Court.

Djokovic had told re-
porters that he had been 
hopeful of playing his quar-
ter-final match on Centre 
Court before telling Serbian 
media that he "deserved" 
the honour and intended to 
lobby the All England Club.

Djokovic has played 
twice on the 11,000-ca-
pacity Court One this year 
but was shunted off to the 
4,000-seater Court Two for 
his second round clash 
against Horacio Zeballos.

Three times he has 

CROATIA ENGLAND

11:30 PM
TODAY’S SECOND SEMI-FINAL MATCH

been scheduled last on 
court, putting him at risk of 
falling victim to fading light 
with the burden of having 
to return the following day.

He managed to finish 
off Russia's Karen Khacha-
nov in straight sets in the 
gathering gloom on Mon-
day.

Twelve months ago, his 
last-16 match with Adrian 
Mannarino, also sched-
uled for Court One, was 
cancelled despite Centre 
Court with its retractable 
roof being available.

Djokovic had to play 
that fourth round match on 
the Tuesday and quarter-
final on the Wednesday, 
when he was forced to re-
tire against Tomas Berdych 
with an elbow injury.
Big war
Djokovic, the 2011, 2014 
and 2015 champion, will 

be favourite to see off Ni-
shikori for a 14th time in 16 
meetings.

Nishikori is playing in 
his first Wimbledon quar-
ter-final.

He is also the first Jap-
anese man to reach the 
quarter-finals since Shuzo 
Matsuoka in 1995.

"It's always like a big 
war for me," said Nishikori 
on facing Djokovic.

Federer, who last went 
to Court One in 2015 for 
his quarter-final win over 
Gilles Simon, will be play-
ing in his 16th Wimbledon 
quarter-final and 53rd at all 
Grand Slams.

H i s  o p p o n e n t  o n 
Wednesday is  eighth-
seeded Anderson, the first 
South African since Wayne 
Ferreira in 1994 to get to the 
last eight.

Top seed Federer, 36, 

has now won 32 consecu-
tive sets at Wimbledon, 
just two behind his record 
run from the third round 
in 2005 to his title triumph 
in 2006.

He also holds a 4-0 
career lead over 2017 US 
Open runner-up Anderson 
who has yet to take a set off 
the Swiss.

Federer hasn't dropped 
serve at Wimbledon so far 
but is wary of the challenge 
posed by Anderson whose 
big serving style is flourish-
ing on courts cooked by last 
week's heatwave.

"It's definitely helped 
a certain style of player, 
maybe the big servers," 
said 20-time major winner 
Federer.
It's about being smart
Nadal has made the quar-
ter-finals for the first time 
since finishing runner-up 

Sarzeau (France), July 10 
(AP): Colombia's Fernando 
Gaviria took his second win 
in four stages at the Tour de 
France on Tuesday, while 
Olympic champion Greg 
Van Avermaet kept the yel-
low leader's jersey.

Gaviria won Stage 4 after 
edging world champion Pe-
ter Sagan in a sprint finish to 

the flat 195-kilometer (121-
mile) leg from La Baule to 
Sarzeau that started and fin-
ished on the Atlantic coast.

The 23-year-old Gaviria 
had already won Stage 1 - 
when he also edged Sagan 
- on his Tour debut for his 
Quick-Step team.

Defending champion 
Chris Froome of Sky, who 

remained 55 seconds back 
due to his fall in Stage 1, 
finished safely in the pack 
with leader Van Avermaet.

After Quick-Step hunted 
down the breakaway to set 
up Gaviria, he powered his 
way down the final meters 
of the four-kilometer finish 
- the longest straightaway to 
conclude a leg on this Tour.

Berlin, July 10 (AP): Same 
coach, same team man-
ager, same president.

And yet after almost 
two weeks of reflection, 
the German soccer federa-
tion (DFB) appears to have 
decided midfielder Mesut 
Ozil is the main culprit 
for the team's shock early 
World Cup exit.

Team manager Oliver 
Bierhoff wondered in a 
newspaper interview if Ozil 
should even have been 
taken to the tournament 
in Russia, while DFB pres-
ident Reinhard Grindel 
followed up by demand-
ing the player provide an 
''answer.''

Joachim Loew has not 
commented on the matter 
since deciding to stay on 
as coach.

Ozil, long a key player 
for Loew, has been in the 
firing line since he and 
national teammate Ilkay 

Gundogan posed for pho-
tos with Turkey President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in 
May. Both German-born 
players have Turkish roots.

While Gundogan at-
tempted to distance him-
self from the incident in 
Britain, Ozil has main-
tained his silence - antago-
nizing the same people 
who said the issue had 
been dealt with before the 
World Cup.

''Only DFB officials can 
come up with the idea that 
a photo with Erdogan is 
responsible for a defeat 
against the football-giants 
of South Korea,'' North 
Rhine-Westphalia minister 
president Armin Laschet 
said on Twitter.

Following Germany's 
first-round exit, Bierhoff 
told newspaper Die Welt it 
might have been better to 
omit Ozil from the tourna-
ment. Bierhoff pulled back 

after criticism, saying it was 
a misunderstanding and he 
did not intend to single out 
any player for the team's 
failure.

But Grindel kept the 
issue alive, telling the latest 
edition of Kicker magazine: 
''It's true that Mesut has 
not commented yet. That 
has disappointed a lot of 
fans because they have 
questions and expect an 
answer. They are right to 
expect this answer. That's 
why it's totally clear for me 
that Mesut should speak on 
the issue.''

Grindel has received 
just as much criticism as 
Bierhoff did. The Berliner 
Zeitung newspaper ac-
cused the DFB president 
of ''throwing oil on the fire 
to shine a good light on 
himself.''

The DFB itself argu-
ably made the Erdogan-
photo affair worse with its 

public admonishment of 
Gundogan and Ozil. Grin-
del was scathing in 
his criticism of the 
players, who were 
summoned for 
talks.

Now Grindel 
says, ''We have to 
wait for the sport-
ing analysis and see 
whether Joachim 
L o e w  s t i l l 
counts on 
him.''

O z i l 
h a s 
b e e n 
one of 
G e r -
m a -
ny's 

stand-
o u t 
players 
s i n c e 

starring at the 2010 World 
Cup. His performances 

earned a switch from 
Schalke to Real Ma-
drid. He has made 
92 appearances for 
Germany, contrib-
uting 23 goals from 
midfield.

Ozil was not the 
only player to un-

derperform 
in Rus-

s i a , 

where defending champi-
on Germany was knocked 
out after defeats to Mexico 
and South Korea. But his 
performances have come 
under the most scrutiny 
because of the Erdogan 
photos and because of his 
own high profile within the 
team.

''He and Gundogan 
suffered from what hap-
pened before the World 
Cup because they have 
been vindicated in Germa-
ny,'' Ozil's former Arsenal 
coach, Arsene Wenger, told 
Bein Sports.

Gundogan and Ozil 
were whistled by Ger-
man fans during match-
es, while both have 
been subjected to abuse 

off the pitch, too.
German comedian 

Oliver Pocher imperson-
ated Ozil with large fake 
eyes, saying he was going 
''home'' on vacation and 

to Djokovic in 2011.
The world number one, 

chasing an 18th major, will 
now take on Del Potro 
boasting a 10-5 career lead.

Del Potro is in his first 
quarter-final at the tourna-
ment since 2013 when he 
reached the semi-final.

Nadal demolished the 
giant Argentine for the loss 
of just seven games in the 
French Open semi-finals 
last month.

He has also won both 
their meetings on grass, 
including at Wimbledon 
in 2011.

Many are already an-
ticipating a Sunday final 
between Federer  and 
Nadal, 10 years after their 
2008 epic championship 
showdown widely regarded 
as the greatest final ever 
played.

"Facing Roger again will 
be something fantastic," 
said Nadal.

"But if you ask me if I 
prefer another one, I say 
yes. It's about being smart, 
no?"

Wednesday's other 
quarter-final sees 2016 run-
ner-up Raonic tackle US 
ninth seed Isner, making 
his Wimbledon last-eight 
debut at 33.

It won't be pretty.
Isner, 33, has not been 

broken in 74 service games 
while Raonic has dropped 
serve just three times in 72 
games. Isner has unleashed 
a tournament-leading 135 
aces while Canadian 13th 
seed Raonic is in second 
place, having fired 117.

Raonic has the fastest 
serve of this year's Wimble-
don at 147 miles (236.5 
kilometres) per hour, while 
Isner is just behind on 
144mph (231.7kph).    

Repino (Russia), July 10 
(Reuters): England man-
ager Gareth Southgate says 
he is not about to change 
his team’s approach for 
Wednesday’s World Cup 
semi-final against Croatia, 
saying he wants the “same 
again” from his young side.

Although Croatia are 
the most difficult opponent 
England will have faced in 
the tournament, South-
gate’s words suggest he will 
continue with his attacking 
formation and personnel.

Asked what he would be 
demanding from his play-
ers, the England coach told 
ITV: “To be able to keep do-
ing what we have been do-
ing, play with real defensive 
discipline, good organisa-
tion, tactical awareness and 
then with the ball play with 
the freedom and expression 
that we have and the same 
patterns and movements 
that we have shown.”

While Croatia possess 
arguably the best central 
midfield pairing in the tour-
nament in the shape of Real 
Madrid’s Luka Modric and 
Barcelona’s Ivan Rakitic, 
Southgate’s language does 
not indicate he is about 
to bring in Eric Dier as an 
additional defensive mid-
fielder alongside Jordan 
Henderson.

But he is certainly well 
aware of the threat that 
Croatia pose in the centre 
of the field.

“They of course have a 
very strong midfield so, (it is 
about) denying them space 
and making sure awareness 
of distances and coverage 
of the pitch is correct and 
(knowing) the right mo-
ments to press. The higher 
the level of opponent, if 
you press in a disorganised 
fashion, then you will get 
picked through and we have 
got to be conscious of that,” 

he said.
The contribution of Ra-

heem Sterling remains a po-
larising debate in England 
with the Manchester City 
player without a goal for 
his country since October, 
2015 but Southgate says the 
forward’s contribution in 
Russia has been essential.

“I think Raheem has 
been fundamental to the 
way that we have played 
– his movement, the posi-
tions he takes up, his press-
ing of the ball, his work-rate 
for the team, the winning of 
free kicks and corners, his 
speed to stretch teams.

“He was a constant 
threat to Sweden, of course 
he hasn’t scored the goals 
he would have liked to have 
scored but for myself and 
the players he has been a 
crucial part of the way that 
we have been playing,” he 
said.

Physical advantage
While England enjoyed 

a relatively stress-free 2-0 
win over Sweden in the last 
eight, Croatia had to come 
through a gruelling extra 
time against hosts Russia 
and then a penalty shoot-
out.

But Southgate thinks 
talk of that handing a physi-
cal advantage to England is 

being overplayed.
“We experienced the 

extra time and penalties 
(against Colombia) and 
we know the physical and 
emotional consequence of 
that,” he said.

“But any team in a World 
Cup semi-final is going to 
find the energy and going 
to find the motivation. So 
we won’t win the game just 
because Croatia had half an 
hour more football than us 
three days ago, we’ve got to 
win because we play better.”

In keeping with his 
even-handed and calm 
style, Southgate said his 
team were neither com-
placent nor too pumped 
up for Wednesday’s clash 
at the Luzhniki Stadium, 
England’s first World Cup 
semi-final since 1990.

“None of us are satisfied 
and none of us are particu-
larly hyped-up. It is a game 
that is very evenly matched, 
we know what we want to 
do and we have to focus on 
our preparation and make 
sure that we control the 
controllables as we have 
attempted to do for every 
game,” the manager said.

“We are just going to 
stick with what we have 
been doing all the way 
through”.

listing off the Turkish cities 
he was going to visit before 
returning.

Far-right politicians 
have been slating the play-
er, while journalist Claus 
Strunz said ''Mesut Ozil 
does not belong to Ger-
many'' after noting he does 
not sing the German an-
them.

''No DFB official has 
condemned the racist 
comments against Ozil,'' 
the Schwaebische Zeitung 
newspaper said.

Ozil's father, Mustafa, 
told the Bild tabloid that 

Bierhoff's statements were 
''an affront. In my opin-
ion they only serve to save 
one's own skin.''

Mustafa Ozil, who fell 
out with his son in 2013, 
suggested a racial motive 
for the attacks.

''Unfortunately there 
are still people in the Ger-
man population who have 
reservations and prejudices 
against us of Turkish de-
scent,'' he said.

''In Mesut's place I'd 
resign (from the Germany 
team). But that's just my 
personal opinion.''

Gaviria surged across 
the line just inches ahead 
of the hard-charging Sagan, 
who was trying to add to 
his Stage 2 win, and Andre 
Greipel in a close third.

Riders were enjoying 
a calm sunny afternoon 
in the cycling hotbed of 
northwest Brittany until a 
pileup near the front of the 
peloton with just over 5K 
left that sent several riders 
to the tarmac. Last year's 
runner-up Rigoberto Uran 
(EF Education First-Drapac) 
and Katusha leader Ilnur 
Zakarin were slowed down 
by the accident.

Van Avermaet, the 2016 
Olympic road race cham-
pion, took the overall lead 
when his BMC team won 
Monday's team time trial.

A four-man break-
away of Dimitri Claeys and 
Anthony Perez (Cofidis), 
Guillaume Van Keirsbulck 
(Wanty) and Jerome Cousin 
(Direct Energie) opened up 
a gap of over seven min-
utes early on, but they were 

slowly reeled in and swal-
lowed by the Quick-Step led 
pack with 2 kilometers to go.

Fans cheered and waved 
the black-and-white striped 
Breton flag on the road-
side as the peloton rolled 
through the country vil-
lages.

The Tour will spend 
three more days in north-
eastern Brittany. Next up is 
Stage 5, a hilly 204.5-kilo-
meter leg from Lorient to 
Quimper.

Cycling's most presti-
gious race will then work 
its way east before hitting 
the feared cobblestones of 
Stage 9 and then heading 
south and into the moun-
tains.

F r o o m e ,  w h o  w a s 
cleared of doping allega-
tions last week, is trying 
to join the select group of 
Jacques Anquetil, Eddy 
Merckx, Bernard Hinault 
and Miguel Indurain as the 
only riders to win the Tour 
five times. The three-week 
Tour ends July 29 in Paris.

Agartala, July 10 (IANS): Ace 
gymnast Dipa Karmakar, 
who bagged the gold in the 
women's vault event at the 
Artistic Gymnastics World 
Challenge Cup in Mersin in 
Turkey on Sunday, is likely 
to become the brand am-
bassador of Tripura, a top 
BJP leader said on Tuesday.

"Considering her spar-
kling success in the world 
meet and earlier achieve-
ments, Karmakar is likely to 
be made the state's brand 
ambassador," the leader 
told IANS on the condition 
of anonymity.

He said that the mat-
ter would be decided after 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb, who is President 
of Tripura unit of Bharatiya 
Janata Party, returned to 
the state.

BJP General Secretary 
Pratima Bhowmik told the 
media here that the Chief 
Minister has already an-
nounced a grand felicitation 

for the gymnast for her lat-
est success.

"As a party, we are de-
manding that she be made 
the brand ambassador," the 
BJP leader said.

The Chief Minister ear-
lier tweeted that Tripura's 
daughter Dipa Karmakar 
had done India proud again. 
"You (Dipa) are an inspira-

tion for millions across the 
world," he added.

The 24-year-old Tripura 
girl, who returned to action 
after two years due to a liga-
ment injury, scored 14.150 
to clinch the gold in the 
world meet.  Dipa narrowly 
missed out the bronze in 
women's vault at the Rio 
Olympics in 2016.


