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Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): As-
serting that the objectives 
set by the North Eastern 
Council (NEC) would be 
achieved only through pro-
vision of proper funds, the 
chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio, on Monday 
suggested to New Delhi to 
redraw NEC’s budget. He 
has suggested ensuring al-
lotted funds to be utilised 
for NEC works rather than 
‘clearing the liabilities of the 
governmental bodies and 
agencies of the region.’

“In fact, it may be point-
ed out that there has been 
sufficient accumulation of 
funds under 10% due for 
allocation which may be 
allotted to the ministry of 
DoNER both for clearing of 
the liabilities and taking up 
new schemes,” said Rio dur-
ing the 67th plenary meet-
ing of the NEC in Shillong. 

A press release from the 
chief minister office’s on 
Monday stated Rio as hav-
ing said that ‘the present 
system of priority lists and 
retention of projects sanc-
tioned/approved causes 
much delay and enormous 
energy, time and resources 
are wasted chasing these 
projects thereby delaying 
development.’

“There is much ambigu-
ity with regard to what will 
be approved that the states 
are not able to plan their 
own projects and works. 
Most northeastern states 
are resource-starved and it 
is vital that funds through 
NEC are properly account-
ed for. In addition, projects 
that are retained and put on 
priority lists raise the expec-
tations of the people. 

“However, delay in their 
approval creates a nega-
tive impact in the minds of 
the people for which the 
state governments and the 
political leadership often 
end up in an uncomfort-
able position. This further 
contributes towards deficits 
in confidence of the people 
upon the central govern-
ment.”

 Also, he asked for clarity 

concerning the roles of the 
NEC, the DoNER, and ‘the 
recently created North East 
Forum.’  

 “There is a need for clar-
ity on the roles between 
these bodies and budgets 
need to be allocated to the 
states and flexibility should 
be allowed for the state gov-
ernments for utilization 
of these allocations. The 
NEC as a statutory body 
can effectively achieve its 
goals of widespread devel-
opment of the region when 
administrative hurdles and 
unnecessary roadblocks are 
removed so that fast-paced 
development positively im-
pacts the lives of the popu-
lation,” he said. 

As ‘a council for conflict 
resolution, development 
planning and knowledge 
hub’ the NEC can enable 
proper planning as well 
as execution of projects, 
and promote research and 
innovations and provide 
strategic policy vision for 
the region.

“The Act East Policy is 
a commitment of the gov-
ernment of India and a 
long-cherished dream of 
the northeastern states. It 
is imperative to put in place 
the NE region as the gate-
way for trade and other eco-
nomic activities with South 
East Asian countries. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has said that the progress of 
northeastern India is “at the 
heart of the Act East Policy” 
of the government. In this 
regard, NEC as a regional 
planning body has a major 
role to play in opening up 
the country to south-east 
Asia.”

Infrastructure and 
connectivity 
The need for infrastruc-
ture, he said, becomes 
more acute for hilly and 
mountainous areas that 
are on one hand difficult to 
traverse and on the other 
hand tend to be sparsely 
populated. “Thus, there is a 
need for heavy investments 
in infrastructure develop-

ment such as road, rail and 
air networks, power gen-
eration, high-speed internet 
connectivity etc.” 

Rio reasoned that a 
landlocked state like Naga-
land depends on ‘road, air 
and rail connectivity and 
there is a need to strengthen 
the same to achieve phys-
ical integration with the 
mainland and give impetus 
to economic development.’ 
“One of the major challeng-
es of road connectivity, on 
which we are overwhelm-
ingly dependent, is mainte-
nance. Nagaland is marred 
with unstable soil condi-
tion; landslides and heavy 
rainfall aggravating damage 
to roads shortening its life 
span. Limited resources of 
the State compound this 
problem. I request that this 
Forum may address this 
problem by making a pro-
vision for maintenance of 
roads.”

Highlighting the ab-
sence of an airport in Ko-
hima, Rio reminded the 
forum that when Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee was the prime 
minister of India he had 
wanted a Greenfield Air-
port project for Kohima 
at Ciethu. “Government 
of Nagaland had acquired 
around 300 acres of land 
for this purpose and the 
Airports Authority of India 
have made technical survey 
and there is a suitability of 
having a 2500-meter Air-
strip at the proposed site 
and also has the possibil-
ity for further expansion in 
future. However, the project 
is yet to be materialized, 
therefore, depriving Ko-
hima, the only state capital 
from air connectivity. 

“On the upgradation 
of the Dimapur Airport, it 
needs to be sanctioned on 
priority as the construction 
of new airport terminal at 
Dimapur has remained in 
the master plan for years 
now and is yet to be an ap-
proved project. While air 
connectivity has improved 
across the country, Naga-
land still has only two flights 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 9 (EMN): In an attack by suspected 
armed cadres of an unknown insurgent group, one 
Assam Rifles soldier was killed while some others 
were injured in a border area of Manipur in  Kam-
jong district on Monday morning, sources said.

When contacted, police confirmed the report 
saying that the incident took place about 30 km 
away from Kamjong district headquarters.   

The banned Revolutionary People’s Front 
(RPF), in a press release to media houses in Ma-
nipur, has claimed responsibility for the attack. It 
said that a special team of the PLA’s tactical com-
mand carried out the attack that took place in be-
tween Kangpat Khunou and Khullen in Kamjong 
police station  of Kamjong district around 9: 20 am 
on Monday.

The PLA is the armed wing of the RPF. The 
identity of the deceased was yet to be established 
when this report was going to the press.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): To 
invigorate the government 
of India to accelerate the 
negotiation process for an 
early solution of the Indo-
Naga political issue, the 
Nagaland unit of the Janata 
Dal (United) carried out a 
‘dharna’ on Monday at the 
Parliament Street in New 
Delhi.

During a telephonic 
conversation with East-
ern Mirror, the president 
of the state’s JD (U), Sen-
chumo Lotha, expressed 
satisfaction saying that the 
response to the dharna was 
‘beyond expectation.’ “Not 
only people from Nagaland 
but many national leaders 
also attended including the 
national executive mem-

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Monday re-
jected review petitions filed by 
three of the four convicts and 
upheld the death punishment 
in the horrific 2012 gang rape 
and murder of a young Delhi 
professional who came to be 
known as Nirbhaya.

Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice R. Banumathi and Jus-
tice Ashok Bhushan said the 
petitions lacked grounds for a 
review.

Convicts Mukesh, 29, Pawan 
Gupta, 22, and Vinay Sharma, 
23, had sought recall of the Su-
preme Court's May 5, 2017 ver-
dict upholding the death sen-

tence awarded by a trial court 
and confirmed by the Delhi 
High Court. The fourth, Akshay 
Kumar Singh, 31, had not filed 
for a review.

Pronouncing the judge-
ment, Justice Bhushan said the 
review petition must show an 
error resulting in miscarriage of 
justice. He said none of the pe-
titions by the convicts pointed 
out to an error leading to mis-
carriage of justice.

The court also said the hear-
ing on the appeals against the 
Delhi High Court judgement 
confirming the death sentence 
lasted 38 days as defence law-
yers were given full opportunity 

to state their cases.
"Review applications can-

not be entertained. (A) convict 
cannot be allowed to re-agitate 
the grounds of appeal. There 
has to be an apparent error on 
record to show it resulted in 
miscarriage of justice.

"The death row convicts 
failed to point out error in the 
judgement. (The) convicts were 
heard elaborately during ap-
peals and no grounds have 
been made out for review of its 
verdict," Justice Bhushan said.

The victim's mother Asha 
Devi said she hoped the con-
victs would be executed soon.

"There is more fight ahead, 

but we have got justice once 
again. We hope that the legal 
formalities are taken care of and 
the culprits are taken to the gal-
lows as soon as possible." 

Union Minister for Women 
and Child Development Mane-
ka Gandhi said she was "satis-
fied" with the Supreme Court 
verdict in the case that led to 
the amendment of the Criminal 
Procedure Code to make rape 
punishable with death penalty.

The convicts, who lived in 
Delhi, are now left with another 
legal option, seeking a relook at 
death sentences through a cura-
tive petition.

Curative petitions are filed 

to challenge the death penalty 
on the grounds that an evidence 
or a legal point was not argued, 
violating principles of natural 
justice.

If curative petition is also 
dismissed, then a mercy peti-
tion can be filed before the 
President of India who takes 
takes a call on the basis of the 
opinion given by the central 
government.

The December 16, 2012 
gangrape and murder of the 
23-year-old paramedic student, 
Nirbhaya, the name given to 
her by the media which means 
fearless, caused global shock 
and outrage.

The crime was committed 
inside a moving bus in south 
Delhi by six drunk people. Nir-
bhaya and her male friend, who 
survived the attack, had just 
finished watching a movie.

The woman was thrown out 
on the road, severely injured. 
She succumbed to her injuries 
on December 29, 2012 at Mount 
Elizabeth Hospital in Singapore.

One of the accused in the 
case, Ram Singh, allegedly com-
mitted suicide in the Tihar jail. A 
juvenile among the culprits was 
convicted by a juvenile justice 
board. He was released after 
serving a three-year term in a 
reformation centre. 
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a day. 
“There is no direct flight 

to Delhi and very often one-
way fares to Delhi vary from 
Rs 15,000 to Rs 33,000. There 
is an urgent need to intro-
duce more flights connect-
ing Dimapur to Guwahati, 
Kolkata and Delhi. The na-
tional carrier, Air India must 
play a more contributory 
role by at least introducing 
a daily flight that connects 
to the national capital di-
rectly either via Guwahati 
or Kolkata.”

In this regard, he said, 
New Delhi’s “Ude Desh Ka 
Aam Naagrik – Regional 
Connectivity Scheme” 
(UDAN-RCS) would play a 
pivotal role in establishing 
interconnectivity between 
Nagaland and other states. 

Tourism 
Rio suggested promotion 
of ‘private entrepreneurs 
in the field of hospitality 
and other tourism related 
activities for development 
of tourism in NE region.’ 
“There is a need to aug-
ment tourist infrastructure 
by setting up Guest Houses 
and Hotels in remote loca-
tions to help rural tourism 
pick up. Considering the 
potential for development 

and scope for employability, 
the resource allocation in 
respect of tourism sector 
may be suitably enhanced.”

He reminded that the 
government of Nagaland 
has decided to hold Mini 
Hornbill festivals in the dis-
tricts of the state, coinciding 
with the local festivals, to 
boost tourism. “This will 
enable the tourism industry 
to expand to all corners of 
the State and benefit larger 
sections of the population 
and positively contribute 
towards the overall growth 
of the economy.” 

He has requested the 
NEC/DoNER to establish a 
university for tourism and 
service industry in the state. 

Sports and youth resources 
Rio informed that his gov-
ernment had on June 28 
dedicated the foundation of 
the Dr. T Ao Regional Foot-
ball Academy in Dimapur. 
“On behalf of the people of 
Nagaland, I express heartfelt 
gratitude to the NEC for the 
initial grant of Rs. 13 crores 
and pray that the council 
will provide complete fund-
ing for the project. On these 
lines, I would further sug-
gest that the NEC includes 
funding of sports infrastruc-

ture in order to tap into the 
potentials of our youth not 
only to provide opportuni-
ties but also to bring them 
into the mainstream.

“In the backdrop of po-
litical instability and in-
surgency movements, it is 
through sports and games 
that the youth of the region 
are able to have a sense of 
belonging to the country 
and contribute towards the 
nation building process. 
Therefore, it is imperative 
that the Centre must fund 
projects for sports infra-
structure and game devel-
opment initiatives.”

Agriculture and allied 
sectors
The chief minister informed 
that the Nagaland Vision 
2030 envisions inclusive 
development covering all 
districts of the state with 
generation of employment 
opportunities. “Along with 
restructuring the flow of de-
velopment funds presently 
available under the State 
budget for agriculture, spe-
cial funds will be needed to 
set up the Integrated Inten-
sive Inclusive Agricultural 
Clusters (IIIACs). The IIIACs 
will encourage optimization 
of traditional agricultural 
crops utilizing technical 
inputs and integrating with 
departmental activities. 
Clusters have been tried 
across the world. Examples 
include cut-flower clusters 
in Kenya, grape clusters in 
Maharashtra, and livestock 
clusters in China.

“The state has a com-
parative advantage for the 
development and promo-
tion of organic cultivation. 
However it is observed that 
producers face hurdles in 
obtaining certification for 
which this forum must pro-
vide the technical expertise 
as well as sufficient hand 
holding to get products cer-
tified as organic.

“The development of 
bamboo in the state can be 
taken up from two perspec-
tives; as a resource and as 
an enterprise. Nagaland 

has 5% of the total growing 
stock of Bamboo of India 
with an annual yield as-
sessed at 8.35 lakh metric 
tonnes worth over Rs. 200 
crores. This fast regener-
ating plant has great eco-
nomic potential and can be 
made a commercial prod-
uct through value addition 
and appropriate technology 
intervention. The Paper Mill 
at Tuli alone can consume 
3.0 lakh metric tonnes of 
green bamboo provided its 
revival takes place. Another 
option is to use Bamboo 
for production of Methanol 
that can be mixed with pe-
troleum to save costs.”

Skill development 
Nagaland, he said, was 
‘advantageously placed 
in terms of availability of 
human resource’ with an 
educated English-speaking 
young population. “It is in 
this context that the deci-
sion taken by the 1st Ex-
ecutive Committee in its 
meeting held on 6/10/2015 
in New Delhi for establish-
ment of regional institutes 
assumes significance. The 
consensus arrived at in the 
meeting was for the setting 
up of 14 regional institutes 
in northeastern region.”

He proposed to the NEC 
to establish in Nagaland a 
regional institute of archi-
tecture and planning; an 
institute of music, art and 
culture, and a Northeast in-
stitute of skill development.

EFC recommendations 
“The decision of the Ex-
penditure Finance Commit-
tee (EFC) to put on hold all 
the new projects sanctioned 
from April 2017 onwards 
may not prove beneficial in 
the long run since the NE 
States, particularly Naga-
land, with meager resources 
look to the NEC and DON-
ER to come to supplement 
our resources to implement 
important projects and pro-
grams.

“The projects sanc-
tioned during 2017-18 were 
meticulously selected by the 

State as priority and were 
also retained and sanc-
tioned by NEC after thor-
ough scrutiny. The funds 
released by NEC for these 
projects have been spent 
and Utilization Certificate 
submitted to NEC and 
works for some projects al-
ready started. If the projects 
are to be put on hold, it will 
eventually lead to cost esca-
lation which is not admis-
sible under NEC guidelines. 
Further, it may attract litiga-
tion from various quarters,” 
he said.

On the centre’s deci-
sion to ration funding to 
NE region on 90:10 ratio, 
Rio said ‘we are grateful to 
government of India for 
recognising the stressed 
revenue situations’ in the 
region. “In such a financial 
environment it has become 
very difficult to plan our de-
velopmental interventions 
with meager fund after al-
locating salaries & pension 
requirements of our States. 
Against such a background, 
to meet the State Share of 
10% of the Central Share 
to various CSS becomes an 
uphill task. The ultimate 
casualty is poor implemen-
tation of CSS, on account of 
our inability to release the 
State share. We urge NEC to 
recommend making all CSS 
fully 100% from the current 
financial year 2018-19 for 
the northeastern States for 
a period to be decided by 
Government of India.”

He also called for inclu-
sion of all NE states having 
predominant tribal popu-
lation for funding under 
Tribal Sub Plan (TSP). “We 
urge the NEC to make a rec-
ommendation to the NITI 
AYOG to expand and amend 
the existing guidelines to 
include all the NE States 
(presently 22 States & 2 UTs 
reportedly eligible).”

The chief minster sug-
gested further that the ‘NEC 
plenary be held in all the 
NE states on a rotational 
basis to let every state avail 
the opportunity to host the 
meeting.’

bers,” Lotha asserted. He 
mentioned that important 
leaders from the JD (U) par-
ty also made it to the sit-in.

The JD (U) announced 
the decision to undertake a 

sit-in, during a press confer-
ence that was conducted in 
Kohima on July 3. The unit 
took to the sit-in on Mon. 
July 9 in New Delhi. 

Queried about the pos-

sibility of the party submit-
ting representations to the 
prime minister as was stated 
during the press conference 
on July 3, Lotha said that 
they were going to submit a 

representation through the 
Home minister. He men-
tioned that they would sub-
mit it probably by July 10 as 
the Union Home minister 
was out of the capital, and 
scheduled to return on July 
10.

Lotha had mentioned 
on July 3 that the Naga solu-
tion was part of the party’s 
election manifesto earlier 
during the state elections.  
‘We sincerely feel that we 
must carry on with our de-
sire for early solution for 
which we want to be more 
pragmatic.’

In line with the party’s 
manifesto, the group initi-
ated a dharna which, ac-
cording to the party, was 
done to ‘exigently demand’ 
for a solution within the 

‘earliest time possible.’ 
The president sounded 

elated at the response given 
by leaders of the country 
and was resolute that the 
sit-in was a success.

Senchumo Lotha had 
earlier expressed faith in 
the parties that are involved 
in the talks, saying that the 
party was confident that 
they were capable of striking 
an honourable and accept-
able solution for the Naga 
society. 

“With this trust on the 
negotiating parties, we are 
there to press upon them 
to strike an early solution 
as soon as possible because 
to delay is to create more 
problems and more advan-
tage for our adversaries,” 
he said.

Former Barca coach Enrique 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Wokha to observe Amur 
Falcon conservation week

St. Joseph’s organises Eureka Science Fest 

Extended Mission 
Indradhanush prog. to 
begin from July 16

NHIDCL hosts drawing competition 

Man dies days after suicide attempt

AR apprehends 
NSCN (K) cadre Kuki mothers 

condemn murder
Ground works

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
Wokha district has decided 
to observe Amur Falcon 
conservation week in the 
first week of November co-
inciding with the celebra-
tion of the mini hornbill 
festival.

This was announced by 
the advisor of horticulture, 
Mhathung Yanthan, during 
the monthly meeting of the 
Wokha District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) in the conference 
hall of the additional dep-
uty commissioner (ADC), 
Bhandari, on July 9.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DPDB vice chairman 
and DC, Wokha, Dr. Mana-
zir Jeelani Samoon, has 
welcomed the officers who 
were recently transferred to 

Wokha district.
While reviewing the 

last meeting minutes, 
ADC Wokha, Mhathung 
Tsanglao, stated that Lotha 
Eloe Hoho and EE, PHED, 
were included as co-opted 
members for clean and 
plastic free zone, Wokha. 

The DRDA Depart-
ment, while highlighting 
its activities in the district 
under NRLM, stated that 
the objective of the mis-
sion was to reduce poverty 
by enabling poor house-
holds to access gainful self- 
employment and to help 
them have skilled wage 
employment opportuni-
ties in order to uplift their 
livelihood.

A crucial issue on nil 
results in the HSLC 2018 

by GHS Longsa and GHS 
Changsu were also deliber-
ated. 

Chairman of DPDB 
Wokha and advisor of Sci-
ence & Technology, IT & 
Communication and NRE, 
Mhonlumo Kikon, in his 
opening remark, cited that 
DEO Wokha should bring 
out a detail report on the 
performance of the teacher 
in-charge, the teachers and 
the status of the mentioned 
schools, stating that nil re-
sult should not be repeated 
in future.

Advisor of horticulture, 
Mhathung Yanthan, while 
highlighting on various 
agendas, has stressed on 
the needs to submit pro-
posals in the next DPDB 
meeting for approval. He 

also mentioned that the 
state government would 
observe Amur Falcon con-
servation week in the dis-
trict with various activities 
in the first week of Novem-
ber in the line of celebra-
tion of the mini hornbill 
festival.

On the 75th anniver-
sary celebration of GHSS 
Wokha, the chairman stat-
ed that the interest and 
progress of the school is 
not only the look out of the 
school management but 
should be the responsibil-
ity of all concerned.

Mechanical JE and 
Home Guard district com-
mandant were asked to 
present power point pres-
entation in the next DPDB 
meeting.

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
Kiphire district, which has 
been identified as ‘Aspi-
rational district’ by NITI 
Aayog would get the prefer-
ence to receive the extend-
ed Mission Indradhanush 
(MI) vaccination pro-
gramme. The first round 
vaccination programme 
would start from July 16 
and continue for 17 days.

This was informed dur-
ing meeting of the state 
task force on extended Mis-
sion Indradhanush under 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan 
held in the conference hall 
of the commissioner and 
secretary of health & family 
welfare, Kohima, on July 9. 

While presenting power 
point on review of prepar-
edness for extended MI-
SIO (UIP) & SMO, WHO, 
Visasieü Kire, said that the 
main objectives of Mission 
Indradhanush is to rapidly 
saturate the identified 115 
aspirational districts and 
sustain thereafter through 
routine immunisation. 

All children and preg-
nant women should re-
ceive all due vaccines with 
special focus on children 
up to 2 years of age. She 
said three rounds of Mis-

sion Indradhanush would 
be conducted in aspira-
tional districts where the 
1st round is scheduled 
from July 16. 

In Nagaland, Kiphire 
district has been identified 
as ‘Aspirational district’ 
by NITI AAYOG. The first 
round would start from 
July 16 and continue for 
17 days. In this regard, 16 
villages have been selected 
by MOHFW and training 
of medical officers, BPMs 
and FLWs were conducted. 
Head count in all the vil-
lages were completed on 
July 6.

Uploading of target 
beneficiaries on portal 
is completed and official 
launching of the pro-
gramme by the deputy 
commissioner has been 
planned on July 16, she 
mentioned.

Mi s s i o n  D i re c t o r, 
NHM, Kevichiisa Medikhru 
delivered the opening re-
marks, while the commis-
sioner and secretary of 
health & family welfare, 
Himato Zhimomi, deliv-
ered the closing remarks. 
Allied departments also 
participated in the State 
Task Force meeting.

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): The 
Medziphema and Dimapur 
nattalions of Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of HQ In-
spector General of Assam 
Rifles (north) along with 
police representatives from 
Diphupar Police Station 
apprehended one alleged 
undersecretary of NSCN (K) 
on July 9 at Half Nagarjan 
area in Dimapur.

According to a press 

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): One person identi-
fied as Simon, son of Milon and resident of 
Ghorapatti in Dimapur, who was found in 
an unconscious state in Kohima, died in 
a hospital while undergoing treatment on 
July 9.

According to a police report issued by 
the additional superintendent of police 
and PRO, personnel from the North Police 
Station found Simon in an unconscious 
state following report from the residents 
of planning department quarters in New 
Secretariat on July 5. The resident report-

edly informed the police about one person 
attempting to commit suicide. Police have 
found him lying unconscious on the ground 
with injury/incised wound on the left abdo-
men and multiple razor cut on his neck. The 
injured person was admitted to NHAK for 
medical assistance. 

However, on July 9 he succumbed to 
injuries from the hospital while undergoing 
medical treatment. It stated that the dead 
body has been brought to North PS and kept 
in the morgue as no relatives or community 
members have come to claim the body. 

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): Zool-
ogy department of St, Joseph’s 
College (SJC), Jakhama, in 
collaboration with the depart-
ment of botany and chemistry, 
has organised the 4th Eureka 
Science Fest on July 7 at SJC 
indoor stadium, Jakhama.

The event was graced by 
Amba Jamir, executive director 
of Sustainable Development 
Forum Nagaland (SDFN), who 
was the motivational speaker 
of the event. Students from 
various departments including 
students from other colleges 
like Kohima Science College 
and Model Christian College 
have participated in the fest. 

The speaker Amba Jamir 
has stressed on the minimum 
use of plastics and the environ-
mental problems associated 

with it.
The events included vari-

ous interesting items like brain 
storming, power point presen-
tation, Eureka idol, exhibition, 
dance, Mr and Miss Eureka 
etc. In the various competi-
tions, department of chem-
istry emerged as the overall 
champion. 

The programme began 
with an invocation said by Sr. 
Susai, Dean of Science SJC, 
Jakhama, followed by a wel-
come address delivered by 
Limasunep Aier, president of 
Zoology department, SJC Ja-
khama. The programme con-
cluded with a vote of thanks 
delivered by Ms Avino An-
gami, general secretary of the 
department of zoology, SJC 
Jakhama.

ww

From left: Mhathung Yanthan, Mmhonlumo Kikon, and Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon with other district officers during the meeting in Bhan-
dari on July 9.

Members of the Eco Club of Immanuel College set up trash bins in areas along the DC court junction 
on July 9. According to Akutu Poireng, convenor, the work was undertaken as an initiative of the 
Dimapur Municipal Council.

Students draw during a drawing competition that was organised by  
the NHIDCL, Dimapur branch, on July 7.

Students interact during the 4th Eureka Science Fest at St. Joseph’s College in Kohima, on July 7. 

NEWS IN BRIEF
NBSE to declare HSLC 
(compartmental) result 
Chairperson of the Nagaland Board of School Education 
(NBSE), Asano Sekhose, in a notification, has informed 
that the provisional result of the HSLC (compartmental) 
examination 2018 held from June 11 to 16 would be declared 
on July 11. The result would be made available in the Board’s 
website www.nbsenagaland.com and the office notice 
board. All centre superintendents of the compartmental 
examination 2018 are informed to collect the mark sheets 
and certificate from July 11 to 13 during office hours.

WSBAK to host music camp 
Department of Church Music Ministry, WSBAK, has invited all 
the music directors, school teachers, college lecturers, song 
leaders in the churches, instrumentalists and musically gifted 
young people under WSBAK to come and attend the music 
camp in Ghotovi village under Niuland sub-division from July 
11 to 14. Secretary of department of church music ministry, 
Hojevi Kappo, has asked all the concerned to contact phone 
nos. 9436603172 and 9402696654 for further information. 

MGM College welcomes new students 
MGM College has organised its fresher’s day programme on 
July 5 in the college auditorium. In the programme, Wepezo 
Mero and Christine Murry were selected as Mr and Miss 
Freshers 2018. There were two rounds in the selection 
process. Firstly, the introductory round in traditional attire 
followed by question-answer round in formal attire. 

Mandir committee to observe Katha  
Sarbajanin Durga Mandir Committee (SDMC) has announced 
to organise Navadivshiya Srimad Devi Bhagawat Katha 
Bhakti Gyan and Yagya from July 15 to 24 at Durga Mandir 
complex, Purana Bazaar, East Dimapur, from 1 pm to 5 pm. 
The organising committee stated it was working towards 
promoting world peace and prosperity. It has extended 
invitation to all the Hindu community of Dimapur irrespective 
of caste and creed to take part in the programme and be 
blessed by absorbing the divine Katha and advance in spiritual 
life.

Former minister mourns
Former state minister, N Theyo, has mourned the demise 
of MM Jacob, former governor of Meghalaya, at a private 
hospital near Kottayam, Kerela. Theyo has described him 
as a good friend where they had travelled with chopper 
during Nagaland state election campaign in Phek, Zunheboto 
and Mokokchung districts. He has termed the demise as a 
personal loss in particular and the people as a whole. Theyo 
has found him as a strong believer with humane values like 
humility and simplicity. He has conveyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members especially to his daughter living in 
USA and prayed for his soul to rest in peace with the Lord.   

Zunheboto defers DPDB meeting
The monthly meeting of the Zunheboto District Planning and 
Development Board (DPDB) has been postponed to July 10 
Tuesday.  The committee has informed all the heads of the 
district offices to take note of the rescheduled date and attend 
the meeting without fail.

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
Kuki  Nute Ki loikhom 
(KNK), a mothers’ organi-
sation in Phaipijang, has 
strongly condemned the 
brutal murder of Ms Kim-
neilhing Hangsing on July 
1 evening in Phaipijang 
village, Dimapur.

The organisation chair-
person, Mawite Haolai, 
and the secretary, Chong-
neineng Hangsing, have 
expressed sadness, anger 
and shock at the merciless 
killing of the girl and added 
that the incident had left 
the whole neighbourhood 
under fear psychosis. 

It has fervently ap-
pealed to the police to leave 
no stone unturned in the 
enquiry process and to ap-
prehend the culprit(s) at 
the earliest and give befit-
ting punishment as per the 
law of the land. 

Further, the mothers’ 
organisation has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a n d 
prayed that the Almighty 
God would comfort them 
and grant the strength to 
bear with the loss. It has 
also prayed for the depart-
ed soul to rest in peace.

release from the Assam Ri-
fles, the apprehended was 
identified as Hito Chishi 
(26). The combined team 
had recovered incriminat-
ing documents including 
extortion slips were recov-
ered from his possession.

The press release in-
formed that the accused 
along with the recovered 
items were handed over 
to East Police Station in 
Dimapur for further inves-
tigation.

In a  separate pro-
gramme, Wokha battal-
ion of the Assam Rifles has 
organised an interaction 
session with the Goan bu-
rahs of Chukitong village 
on July 9.

According to a press 
release from the Assam Ri-
fles, the aim of the interac-
tion was to discuss issues 
on security, development, 
and coordination required 
among all section of the so-
ciety in the overall progress 
of the region.

The interaction also 
covered various health re-
lated topics such as ‘HIV 
and AIDS and drugs free 
Nagaland.’ Altogether, 35 
Goan burahs from the vil-
lage participated in the in-
teraction programme, the 
release added.

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
To commemorate its 4th 
inception day, Dimapur 
branch office of the Nation-
al Highways & Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpo-
ration Limited (NHIDCL) 
under Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highways has 
organised painting compe-
tition on ‘Swatch Bharat,’ 
‘Traffic Rules,’ and ‘My vi-
sion of a good road’ for stu-
dents of Kendriya Vidyalaya 
from Classes III to VI on July 
7. A total of 247 students 
have enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the event. 

B e s i d e s ,  N H I D C L 
branch office in associa-
tion with Rotary Club of 
Dimapur has organised 
blood donation camp at 
Durga Mandir, Dimapur, on 
July 8, where 31 volunteers 
donated their blood. Doc-
tors and staff of Dimapur 
District Hospital had as-

sisted in making the event 
successful. 

Currently, NHIDCL has 
its branch offices in 13 states 
namely Andaman & Nico-
bar, Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam, Tripura, Nagaland, Mi-
zoram, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Sikkim, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, West Bengal 
and one in Nepal. All the 
branch offices of NHIDCL 
have been organising such 
events to mark the celebra-
tion of 4th inception day. 
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Justice LS Jamir (2nd from right) and others during the release of NSLSA newsletter at Kohima on July 9.
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Minister Metsubo Jamir inspecting an incident-prone area in Mokokchung Town on Monday.  

EM Images

Repairing works being undertaken at the curcial NH-29 (Kohima-Dimapur road) on July 9. 
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(Right) Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities Dr. Kamlesh Kumar Pandey

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 9 (EMN): The 
Knowledge of rights and 
the skills to use the law 
to enjoy your rights are 
the two basic principles of 
legal empowerment, and 
the people should not be 
deprived of their rights, 
said the Executive Director 
MARG, Anju Talukdar at  
the inaugural programme 
of the two-day state re-
fresher training for the 
para-legal volunteers at 
Administrative Training In-
stitute (ATI) on Mon. July 9 . 

The Executive Director 
of MARG, Anju Talukdar, 
who is a prominent lawyer 
based in Delhi, was one of 
the resource persons at the 
programme organised by 
the Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority in col-
laboration with the Con-
trol Arms Foundation of 
India and Multiple Action 
Research Group, (MARG) 
Delhi supported by Euro-
pean Union. 

The lawyer, while as-
serting that India has 
one of the best laws in 
the country compared to 
many others in the world, 
maintained that knowing 
one’s right and having the 
confidence to assert one’s 
right makes a lot of dif-
ference and to make the 

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
today lambasted the ap-
peal of the Janata Dal 
(United), Nagaland “to ac-
cept the clarification given 
by Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio regarding the Naga 
integration issue” which 
appeared in a the local 
dailies on July 7, 2018. 

In a strongly worded 
press release issued by 
the Press Bureau, NPF 
Central Headquarter, 
while lambasting the JD 
(U), questioned  “as to 
why NPF should blindly 
accept the clarification 
given by Chief Minister 
of Nagaland on integra-
tion of Naga contiguous 
areas”. 

The release said that 
if the JD(U) is satisfied 
with the clarification giv-
en by the chief minister, 
then the JD(U) Nagaland 
should clear their posi-
tion without interfering 
in other political party’s 
stand.

“The JD(U) cannot 
insist the NPF to be sat-

isfied with CM’s clarifica-
tion. As far as the NPF is 
concerned the aims and 
objectives of the NPF con-
stitution, categorically 
emphasized on integra-
tion of contiguous Naga 
Areas and therefore, it will 
continue to pursue till it is 
achieved,” the NPF stated 
in the release. 

In this regard, the re-
lease asserted the NPF’s 
contention that “when 
the Naga National Work-
ers and the Government 
of India are trying hard to 
work out the solution, it 
is too pre-mature to an-
nounce by CM of Naga-
land that integration is not 
possible”. 

“... the issue is not 
concluded here and NPF 
will never consider CM 
clarification as putting the 
said issue to rest” the NPF 
stated. 

The NPF challenged 
the JD (U) Nagaland to 
explain their position if 
the party is satisfied with 
the clarification given by 
the Chief Minister; how-

ever, the NPF made it 
stance clear that the JD 
(U) ‘should not expect the 
NPF to accept the clarifi-
cation along with them’.

On the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill 2016, 
the NPF wondered ‘why 
the PDA Government is 
still keeping silent on the 
controversial issue, with-
out any clarification why 
the government will not 
oppose the said bill. 

“ When the  whole 
neighbouring Northeast-
ern states particularly 
even the BJP rule state, 
Manipur and Assam is 
opposing the Bill, the PDA 
Government have not 
pointed out the benefit of 
enforcing the Bill into the 
Naga soil,” 

It stated the the NPF 
is not raising the two per-
tinent issues for the sake 
as an opposition party 
but the Government of 
the day should take any 
decision concerning the 
Naga society keeping in 
mind the welfare and the 
prosperity of its people. 

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
The Darogapathar Village 
Council has directed all 
open butcher shop sell-
ing pork, beef, mutton, 
fish, chicken etc. within 
the jurisdiction of Daroga-
pathar, along the Highway 
to close down with im-
mediate effect and make 
necessary arrangement 
to sell meat etc. in a well 
maintained and hygienic 
enclosure/room inside a 
proper building or market. 

A press release from 
the council informed that 
this directive is in pursu-
ance of the EAC Chumuke-
dima ‘Order’ passed after 
joint meeting of all  Vil-
lage Council Chairmen 
and Head G.B’s along the 
National Highway — 29 
stretch from Purana Bazaar 
to Chumukedima held on 
29th June,2018’. 

The Council further 
directed ‘all meat shops 

to ensure correct quantity 
and quality of meat sold 
to the customers by using 
electronic digital weighing 
scale and by sourcing good 
healthy slaughter animals 
only’.  Further, the council 
directed all meat shops 
within the Darogapathar 
village to strictly adhere to 
the rates fixed by the Chu-
mukedima Town Council 
as the upper limit/ceil-
ing or the rates as fixed by 
the Darogapathar Village 
Council. 

 “Any open butcher 
shop failing to comply with 
the directives of the Coun-
cil shall be penalized as per 
the decision of the Coun-
cil,” warned the council in 
the press release.   It may be 
noted here  the meat-stalls 
along the Highway have 
been a matter of concern 
especially for their unhy-
genic method of selling the 
meat to consumers. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, July 9 (EMN): 
Chief Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities 
Dr. Kamlesh Kumar Pan-
dey, on Monday made a 
discomforting observa-
tion that Nagaland is still 
in a ‘preliminary stage’ 
with regard to Persons 
with Disabilities (PwD) 
issues and his interaction 
with some stakeholders 
indicated a larger concern 
for grants.

Pandey along with 
deputy chief commis-
sioner PwD Dr. Sanjay 
Kant Prasad, is currently 
in Kohima to review the 
status of implementation 
of the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (RPwD) 
Act 2016 in the state. 

The visiting central 
officials accompanied by 
the state commissioner 
PwD Dr. Atha Vizol, held 
a series of meetings today 
with the state department 
for Social Welfare, secre-

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): Nagaland Gov-
ernor PB today encouraged the  Nagas 
in Shillong to be socially accountable, 
embrace work culture and be positive 
towards entrepreneurship. 

The Acharya, according to a press 
release from the PRO to Governor, had 
an interaction with Naga elders, Naga 
Student leaders and Officers and Staff 
of Nagaland House, Shillong on July 
9, where he  encouraged students to 
continue working hard and to achieve 
their goals in empowering themselves 
with knowledge. 

The governor stressed on the im-
portance of skill development, and 
said that that it was important to have 
a course in skill. In this regard, he said 
that the UGC has made it mandatory 
to introduce skill development in the 

curriculum.  
While calling on the students to 

game changers and be socially ac-
countable, Acharya maintained that 
the students, when they come out, 
must be an asset to the society and be 
employable. 

Therefore, he said that ‘work culture 
should be embraced and be positive 
towards entrepreneurship. 

The governor also called on the 
gathered to continue promoting the 
rich Naga culture and traditions and to 
keep their mother tongue alive as it is 
ones identity. 

He further encouraged them ‘to in-
form the various targeted group on the 
Central and State Government schemes 
for their benefit and all round develop-
ment,’ stated the release.       

Due to the massive landslide near M/s Avile Petrol Pump, Kohima,  NH-29, heavy 
vehicles weighting more than 10 Tonnes bound for Kohima and Manipur from 
Dimapur  will be restricted from plying beyond Chumukedima ILP Check gate with 
immediate effect till further orders.

                SD/-       
Addl. Dy. Commissioner of Police/PRO,

Dimapur, Nagaland

Dimapur police traffic advisory

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July  9 
(EMN): Mokokchung 
Town might get a new look 
if things cruise smoothly 
according to the plans and 
ideas of Minister of Urban 
Development & Munici-
pal Affairs, Metsubo Jamir.

The Minister called 
for a press conference af-
ter attending the attend-
ing the monthly District 
Planning & Development 
Boards meeting and spot 
verifications tour of inci-
dent-prone areas inside 
the Town’s vicinity and 
the sites for the upcoming 
developmental projects.

While disclosing some 
of his important agendas 
for the transformation of 
Mokokchung Town into 
a leading township, Jamir 
said beautification and 
public convenience and 
safety are his main pri-
mary concern and said 
that Mokokchung needs 
to spread out.

Among many plans, 
the minister’s priority in-

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 9 (EMN): 
The District Disaster 
Management Author-
ity (DDMA) Kohima in 
collaboration with PWD 
(NH) has undertaken res-
toration works at the sink-
ing area which cut off the 
NH-29 (Kohima-Dimapur 
road) below Avilie Petrol 
Pump in Kohima on Mon-
day, July 9.

According to DDMA 
officials, one residential 
house was dismantled on 
Monday and another will 
be dismantled on Tues-
day for the fresh cutting 
of road to commence. 

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): District Planning 
Workshop for Measles – Rubella Vaccina-
tion Campaign was held at conference 
hall of CMO office, Longleng on 9th July 
2018 With ADC Longleng Temsuwati as 
the Special Guest. The workshop was 
held under the theme: “Measles & Rubel-
la move fast, we can and must, move fast”

Inaugurating the workshop Temsu-
wati said that providing vaccination is 
not a new topic for the medical profes-
sionals who are well trained for that 
purpose. Hoverer, in order to ensure cent 
percent coverage of the MR vaccine to all 
the children from 9 months to 15 years 
of age in the district he appealed to the 
gathering medical workers to discharge 
their assigned duty with utmost sincerity 
and responsibility. 

 He further urged them to tie up with 
the concern departments, stakeholders 
and utilize the service of the administra-
tion in the blocks and sub-divisions and 
added that the administration is ever 
ready to extend full cooperation and 
support for successful MR vaccination 
campaign in the district.

 He also suggested to create a Wat-
sApp group of the medical workers 
including the stakeholders, concern 

departments and the administration for 
better coordination and to do away with 
communication gap. 

Deliberating on the objectives of 
the workshop Dr. S. Imnameren DIO 
Longleng said that the purpose of the 
district level workshop was to train all the 
Doctors, Nurses, ANM/Supervisors and 
health workers to impart the same train-
ing at the block & village levels and health 
centers to mobilize and supervise the MR 
vaccination campaign as scheduled.

 He maintained that it is to educate 
and orient the complicated issues for 
safe vaccination and to have maximum 
response from the mass to avail full im-
munization. Dr. Imnameren also stressed 
on measles & Rubella facts and micro 
planning tools. Asserting that the goal of 
the government is to eliminate Measles 
& Rubella by 2020 he advised the health 
workers to have micro action planning 
and homework to achieve the targeted 
goal. 

He further said that the vaccine will 
be injected only by the trained medical 
personnel and urged the health workers 
to extend full cooperation and support 
for full implementation of the vaccina-
tion campaign in Longleng. 

People should not be deprived 
of their rights, paralegals told

NPF hits out at JD (U) Nagaland 

DVC directs butchers 
along National Highway 

Most stakeholders are only concerned with grants: CCPwD

Guv. calls for embracing work culture 

Metsubo Jamir lists out plans for Mokokchung town 

NH-29 restoration works underway; roads being diverted 

District planning workshop for MR 
vaccination campaign held at Longleng

STATE

system works as well.
“Knowledge of rights 

and the skills to use the 
law to enjoy your rights are 
the two basic principles 
of legal empowerment, 
simply for the reason that 
one need skills to secure 
enforcement and pursue 
remedies when theses 
rights are violated,” said 
the lawyer. 

Advocate Talukdar, 
while asserting that legal 
aid for the poor, encour-
aged the para-legal volun-
teers never to compromise 

the quality of justice at any 
point of time and that ‘the 
people should not be de-
prived of their rights’. 

Talukdar lamented 
about what she termed as 
“many things going wrong 
in India as whole”; how-
ever, she reposed hope on 
the ‘young, competent and 
dedicated people from 
the Northeast region’ say-
ing that “confidence can 
bring change and India 
can hope of good things to 
come in future”.

In this regard, while 

asserting that ‘the  law 
has a key role to play in 
bringing justice to the 
people’ Talukdar however, 
pointed out that until the 
people at the grassroots 
level are equipped with the 
knowledge of their rights it 
would be futile.

Towards this end, she 
has urged the PLVs to be 
the bridge between the 
people and the legal serv-
ices so that no one is de-
prived of their rights.

Justice LS Jamir, Judge, 
Gauhati High Court and 

Executive Chairman, NSL-
SA, in his inaugural ad-
dress described, the PLVs 
as the backbone of the 
legal services and urged 
them to work at the grass-
root level and know the 
problems. He said that it 
is the duty of the PLVs to 
bridge the gap that exists 
between the needy and 
the legal services.

He pointed out that 
some PLVs were accepting 
personal benefits for their 
services, he said “The NSL-
SA will not tolerate such 
practices as PLVs are sup-
posed to provide free legal 
aid to the needy people.” 

In this  regard,  he 
strongly advised against 
using the name of legal 
services for personal pur-
pose and gain, Justice 
Jamir asserted that it will 
not permit such practices; 
rather he urged them to 
sincerely give their serv-
ices for the benefit of the 
people at large.

The two-day pro-
gramme will cover on vari-
ous topics viz. rule of law, 
constitution  framework, 
redress mechanisms and 
role of PLVs; criminal jus-
tice system; laws related to 
crime (particularly sexual 
offences) against women 
and girls etc.

cluded construction of 
two parking lots to ease 
the traffic congestion in 
the main town, initiate 
beautification of land-
scape and recreation 
parks around the town.

The minister informed 
that to facilitate parking 
space inside the con-
gested town he plans to 
demolish the old Town 
Hall and convert it into a 
multi-purpose marketing-

building -cum parking 
lot at the top floors and 
also convert DIG Range 
Mokokchung Resident 
into a parking plot.

He also opined that 
traffic congestion can be 

solved through bus serv-
ices since a bus can reduce 
ten vehicles for transpor-
tation inside the town 
vicinity. Jamir also won-
dered why bus services are 
not up to the mark inside 
the town and encouraged 
the young entrepreneurs 
to invest in public trans-
portation.

On setting-up recrea-
tional parks, the minister 
said he has set his tar-
gets in three locations- at 
Sungkomen area, PHED 
Reservoir area and re-
vamp of P Shilu Ao Me-
morial Park.

  He asserted that even 
though the Town is con-
gested, every wards need 
space for recreation ac-
tivities.

The minister further 
informed that for public 
safety the incident-prone 
areas will be looked after 
at the earliest and also 
disclosed plans of widen-
ing the road that stretch-
ing from DC office to DC 
Bungalow.

taries and heads of various departments, 
NGOs working for the welfare of PwD.

When asked about the key grievances 
highlighted at the meetings, the chief 
commissioner expressed dismay that 
most of the stakeholders were ‘not much 
aware regarding disabilities’. He said sev-

eral points of grievances were noted but 
added, “There was no proper questions... 
They’re only concerned with grants.”

Pandey also observed that during 
the discourses, awareness on central 
government schemes and activities 
for the welfare of PwD were still at a 

preliminary stage. To-
wards this, he informed 
that in order to reach out 
to PwD and hear their 
grievances pertaining to 
availability of benefits 
meant for them, his office 
was organising mobile 
courts in different parts 
of the country along with 
the PwD commissioners 
of the concerned states. 
Highlighting on the mo-
bile courts, Pandey said 
that these mobile courts 
enable complaints to be 
registered, examined, 
heard in consultation 
with the officers of con-
cerned departments and 
necessary orders or di-
rections are issued by 
the CCPwD in matters 
pertaining to central gov-
ernment departments, 
and by the state commis-
sioner PwD in respect of 
matters relating to state 
government departments 
on the spot, as far as pos-
sible.

While stating that 42 
such mobile courts have 
already been organised 
in 22 states across India, 
Pandey proposed for the 
same to be held in Na-
galand’s remote areas in 
particular. 

He pointed out that 
the government has many 
schemes for PwDs and in 
2017 alone, INR 4 cr was 
sanctioned to the north-
east states but the amount 
was not utilised due to 
non-implementation of 
the schemes.

The visiting officials 
expressed regret that they 
could not meet Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio and 
Governor PB Acharya this 
time as they were attend-
ing the NEC meeting in 
Shillong; and the chief 
secretary too, as he was 
on leave. CCPwD Pandey 
was hopeful that he would 
meet them soon so as to 
get their views and feed-
back. 

Emergency relief was said 
to have been given to two 
affected families and the 

landowners as well.
However, because of 

the restoration works, ve-

hicular traffic will remain 
closed on the said stretch 
of road. Vehicles travelling 

to and from Kohima will 
be be diverted in the alter-
native routes: via Jotsoma 
village for light and me-
dium vehicles going down 
towards Dimapur and via 
Forest Colony Kohima 
for heavy vehicles, while 
light and medium vehicles 
coming from Dimapur 
side will be directed to 
take the Peducha-Chese-
ma road.

It may be noted here 
that most of the roads in 
the state have been either  
eroded away or or in se-
rious jeopardy because 
of the heavy monsoon 
rains . 
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Students and teachers of Manipur University 
launch relay hunger strike demanding VC’s removal

No political violence in Tripura — BJP

Longding battalion apprehends NSCN (U) cadre in Arunachal

Congress demands settlement 
of border dispute with Myanmar

AR seizes gold 
worth 14.94 lakhs  

Modi government committed to Northeast’s 
socio-economic development— Rajnath

Mizoram govt. issues notification constituting Sinlung Hills CouncilKnowledge of Assamese must for one 
to work in Assam — Literary body

AP CM, gov. condole 
with Jacob’s death

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 9 (EMN): 
The students, teachers and 
staffs of  Manipur Univer-
sity launched a relay hun-
ger strike at its Canchipur 
campus near Imphal on 
Monday.

The move has been 
taken up as part of intensi-
fying the ongoing agitation 
demanding removal of Vice 
Chancellor Prof Adya Pras-
ad Pandey over allegations 
of financial and administra-
tive irregularities. 

President M Dayaman 
of Manipur University Stu-
dents Union (MUSU) said 
that the relay hunger strike 
which began from 11am on 
Monday will continue until 
and unless the demands are 
fulfilled. The hunger strike 
being a department wise 
strike, the day’s strike was 
participated by mathematics 
and statistics department.

MUSU spearheaded 
the agitation since May 30 
demanding removal of vice-
chancellor Adya Prasad 
Pandey over 15 allegations 
of financial and administra-
tive irregularities, including 
regular “unofficial” tours 
and violation of the univer-

EM Images

Students, teachers, and staffs of Manipur University seen here during the relay hunger strike at Canchipur 
campus near Imphal on Monday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1873SUD0KU 1713
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Shuts forcefully
 6. Revolutions Per Minute
 10. Name from the Greek word 

meaning “Gift”
 14. Eyelashes
 15. Ice pellets
 16. German car manufacturer
 17. Utilizes (archaic)
 18. Regulates food
 19. Actress/singer ____ Horne
 20. Masculine pride
 22. Red wine
 24. Member of a Semitic people
 25. Japanese island
 26. Made amends
 29. Where the Mets play
 30. Difficult
 31. Light canvas shoe
 37. Praise
 39. ___ and feather
 40. Thick slice of meat
 41. Significant events
 44. Underside of a projecting roof
 45. Delivers the mail
 46. Heavy winter coats
 48. Parallelogram
 52. Central American country, Costa 

____
 53. Arm of the Mediterranean Sea
 54. Enthusiasts
 58. Singer/actor Burl ____
 59. Long period of time
 61. Piece of turf (golf)
 62. Perceives
 63. Long time Philadelphia A’s 

manager Connie ____
 64. Silly
 65. Not difficult
 66. Colored part of an eye
 67. Nixon’s VP Spiro _____ 
 
 DOWN
 1. Filmy residue
 2. Actress ____ Kudrow

 3. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
 4. Deal with improperly
 5. Ridicule or irony
 6. Points on a mariner’s 

compass
 7. El ___, Texas
 8. Middle (abbrev.)
 9. Eased
 10. English ballet dancer Sir 

Anton _____ (1904-83)
 11. Classical music theatre
 12. Revive
 13. From the Latin meaning 

“Winged” 
 21. Marquis de ____
 23. Speakers of untruths

 25. Airport in Chicago
 26. Sound used to attract 

attention
 27. Cab
 28. By mouth
 29. Traverses
 32. Ceases
 33. Repeating
 34. Seep
 35. Magma
 36. Supplements with 

difficulty
 38. Guard of a samurai 

sword
 42. Wave caused by an 

earthquake 

 43. Rotate
 47. Former French colony in 

Canada
 48. Increase
 49. Genus of a South 

American latex-
producing tree

50. S-shaped curve in 
molding

51. Untidy
52. Hierarchical positions
54. Points of convergence
55. ____ the Terrible
56. Ice cream ____
57. Cook by long simmering
60. Hearing organ
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sity act.
Manipur  Univers i -

ty Teachers’ Association 
(MUTA), Manipur Uni-
versity Staffs Association 
(MUSA) and locals sup-
ported the ongoing agitation 
in the “academic interest” of  
the University while MUTA 
demands constitution of  a 

high-level enquiry commis-
sion immediately to look 
into the allegations against 
VC Pandey.

Meanwhile the VC Pan-
dey according to an un-
signed statement of  PRO 
office, Manipur University 
issued on Sunday,  appeals 
to the agitating student and 

teachers to consider the ca-
reer of  common students 
of Manipur University and 
affiliated colleges to discuss 
the demands. But it failed 
to convince the agitating 
groups. MUSU, MUTA, 
and MUSA in a joint press 
note on Monday said there 
is no PRO in Manipur Uni-

versity. The statement is 
“a blatant indulgence in 
continuing his old habit of  
telling only lies.”

The ongoing situation 
of  the University affects 
academic atmosphere of  
4000 university students 
and students studying in 97 
affiliated colleges across the 
state. The Post Graduate 
(PG) examination of  the 
university was deferred until 
further notice while the Uni-
versity authority also failed 
to declare the 6th semester 
examination results of  the 
15,000 graduate students.

As a result, the students 
are worried about losing 
their academic career. Be-
cause they cannot go for 
admission in PG courses 
outside Universities with-
out their certificates as the 
intact capacity of Manipur 
University are around 2000 
seats only. At this juncture, 
state Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh on Monday invited 
MUTA functionaries for 
talks on the present unrest 
in Manipur University. But 
what has been discussed 
during the meeting was not 
known till the filing of this 
report.

Agartala, July 9 (IANS): Asserting 
that there is no political violence in 
Tripura, the state’s ruling BJP on Mon-
day dismissed CPI-M General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury’s claim that total law-
lessness prevailed in the state and four 
Left cadres were murdered under the 
new regime.

“Sitaram Yechury’s claim was com-
pletely false and malicious... (and meant) 
to malign the BJP government’s image. 
Law and order situation is much better 
than the Left’s 25 years rule. Peace pre-
vails in the state and the new government 
has taken a policy of zero tolerance to 
crime,” Bharatiya Janata Party’s Tripura 
state General Secretary Pritima Bhow-
mik told the media.

Referring to Yechury’s claim that 
four Communist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) members were killed after the 
BJP came to power in March, she said: 
“People had witnessed worst-ever, post-
poll violence after assembly elections in 
2008 and 2013. At least 11 BJP activists 
were killed before February 18 assembly 
elections.” 

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb also denied that any people 
from Tripura went to neighbouring Bang-
ladesh for livelihood, as a CPI-M leader 
had alleged.

“Occasionally people from Tripura 
are going to Bangladesh for numerous 
purposes. But nobody from the state had 
gone to Bangladesh in search of food or 
due to poverty,” Deb told the media here 
on Sunday.

CPI-M Chief Whip in Lok Sabha 
Jitendra Chowdhury and other Left 
leaders had earlier said that around 600 
tribals of three villages of mountainous 
Gobinda Bari areas of northern Tripura 
went to Bangladesh as they were unable 
to survive in the state in view of the huge 
crisis of food and rural jobs.

Deb, who is also the President of the 
BJP state unit, said that his government 
has identified “Distress Paras” (distressed 
habitats) in ten blocks in the interior and 
tribal areas and are providing free ration 
(20 kg rice per month) to the 62,000 
families living there for two months - July 
and August.

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): A self styled private 
of NSCN (U) was apprehended on July 9 by 
the Longding battalion in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Colonel C Konwer of PRO (Defence) in a 
press statement received here stated that an 
NSCN (U) cadre manbai Wangsu was ap-
prehended in the early hours of July 9. Based 
on a specific input of a cadre trying to ter-
rorise and extort money from Zedua village 
in Longding, the Longding battalion swiftly 
launched an operation and apprehended the 

cadre. During post spot interrogation, the 
cadre admitted to being part of the banned 
outfit and has been actively involved in extor-
tion activities in Longding district. 

He further admitted to having joined 
NSCN (IM) in September 2016 and under-
went weapons training at Dimapur from 
September to November 2016. The cadre 
subsequently defected to NSCN (U) and has 
been part of the group since then added the 
press statement. 

Imphal, July 9 (IANS): 
The Congress is against 
fencing the India-Myan-
mar border before a fi-
nal settlement is brought 
about, former Manipur 
Chief  Minister Okram 
Ibobi Singh said on Mon-
day.

V i l l a g e  e l d e r s  i n 
Kwatha Khunnou have 
said that the border pillar 
No. 81 had been shifted 
within Manipur encroach-
ing over three kilometres 

of  land.
Tengnoupal District 

Collector A. Tombikanta 
also announced that he 
would never sign the offi-
cial documents in this con-
nection since a huge area 
of  Manipur would be lost.

Singh, who is Leader 
of  Opposition in Manipur 
Assembly, made the re-
marks after Ministry of  
External Affairs spokes-
person Raveesh Kumar 
stated on Sunday that no 

border pillar was shifted 
within Manipur as re-
ported in a section of  the 
media. 

During his visit to Ma-
nipur, Kiren Rijiju, Un-
ion Minister of  State for 
Home Affairs, had stated 
that there was no “issue” 
since India’s land was not 
affected at all. 

Singh said the Con-
gress has urged the Centre 
to conduct the border sur-
vey once again as provided 

in the agreement signed on 
March 10, 1967. 

The viewpoints of  all 
stakeholders including the 
villagers of  Kwatha Khun-
nou should be taken into 
consideration, he said, 
adding that the residents 
fear their village might be 
relocated out of  India if  
such an action took place. 

Singh also said the 
Congress shall never ac-
ce p t  the  C i t i zensh ip 
Amendment Bill, 2016.

Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): PRO IG 
Assam Rifles (South) in a press note 
stated that the Tengnoupal battalion 
Assam Rifles of  26 Sector Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(South) apprehended one gold smug-
gler at Permanent Vehicle Check Post 
(PVCP), Khudengthabi. 

Basing on a specific input received 
from reliable source on July 8 regard-
ing smuggling of gold from Moreh to 
Imphal, a silver colour Maruti Van 
bearing Regd No MN 04A 0266 was 
stopped for checking at PVCP, Khu-
dengthabi. 

While frisking and carrying out 
thorough checking of  the baggage, 3 
gold biscuits weighing approximate-
ly 498 grams worth 14.94 lakhs were 
found inside the personal clothing 
of  one of  the passenger. 

A minor boy, age 15 years, resident 
of Lilong Khunou, Thoubal district, 
Manipur was apprehended for smug-
gling the Gold. 

Shillong, July 9 (IANS): 
Stressing India’s northeast-
ern states suffered from 
lack of  adequate private 
investment, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Monday said that the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment is committed to ensure 
socio-economic develop-
ment of this region as per its 
potential and to also ensure 
peace and prosperity to the 
citizens.

“Our Government is 
taking keen interest to act 
as a link with the South 
East Asian countries so as 
to push economic develop-
ment in the region. ‘The 
Look East Policy’ has been 
changed to ‘The Act East 
Policy’. We are trying to en-
sure in all eight States, sec-
tors such as infrastructure 

strengthening, manufactur-
ing, trade, tourism, skill de-
velopment, urban renewal, 
smart cities, and ‘Make in 
India’ get emphasized,” he 
said in his address at the 
67th Plenary meeting of  
the North Eastern Council 
(NEC) here.

He also suggested the 
NITI Forum for the North 
East to meet on a regular 
basis and decide on the ac-
tion to be taken on recom-
mendations by October and 
for this, he even advocated 
calling a special Session of  
the NEC.

The NEC, a regional 
planning body of the eight 
northeastern states, has re-
cently been brought under 
the direct control of  the 
Union Home Ministry. The 
Home Minister is the ex-

officio chairperson of  the 
council while Development 
of  North Eastern Region 
(DoNER) Minister is the 
vice chairman.

The meeting was at-
tended by Governors and 
Chief  Ministers of  all the 
eight north-eastern states, 
including Union Minister 
for Development of  North 
Eastern Region, Jitendra 
Singh.

Rajnath Singh, under-
lining that cooperation be-
tween India and ASEAN 
is essential for the region’s 
prosperity, he said with this 
objective, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
chaired an interactive ses-
sion with Chief  Ministers 
of  northeastern states on 
the ‘Act East Policy’ and dis-
cussed the issues in detail.

Aizawl, July 9 (PTI): Mizoram gov-
ernment today issued a notification 
constituting a 12-member Interim 
Council of the Sinlung Hills Council, 
an official said.

The Sinlung Hills Council was set 
up as per the accord signed by the Mi-
zoram government and the erstwhile 
underground Manipur-based Hmar 
People’s Convention (Democratic) on 
April 2 this year.

The notification was signed by 
the additional secretary in the Home 
department, Lalbiakzama said the 
term of the interim council would be 
for six months and would be effective 
from today.

Lalthalien, a church leader from 
Imphal in Manipur was appointed as 
chief  executive member (CEM) of  
the interim council, the official said.

Working chairman of  the HPC 
(D) L T Hmar was appointed as 
chairman of the interim council while 
Lalbieknung Hmar was appointed as 
deputy chairman, he said.

Four people - Lalthlamuana 
Hmar, Darliensung Ralsun, J C 
Zairemkunga and Melody Lalch-
huangzeli (daughter of  the outfit’s 
ageing chairman H Zosangbera) were 
appointed as Executive Members 
(EM) of  the interim council while 
five other people were appointed as 

members.
Deputy Commissioner of Aizawl 

district would convene the first ses-
sion of the interim council within 30 
days when the members would be 
administered oath of affirmation by 
the deputy commissioner.

The memorandum of settlement 
stipulated that the present Sinlung 
Hills Development Council would be 
rechristened as Sinlung Hills Council 
and it would have higher political and 
financial autonomy.

After expiry of the term of the in-
terim council, members of the council 
would be elected by the people within 
the area of the council.

Itanagar, July 9 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh Governor Brig (Retd) Dr B 
D Mishra and Chief  Minister Pema 
Khandu have condoled the sudden 
demise of Congress leader and former 
governor of Meghalaya M M Jacob who 
breathed his last yesterday.

Mishra, in a message to the bereaved 
family members, conveyed his condo-
lencs and prayed for eternal peace of the 
departed soul on behalf of the people of  
the state.

Jacob died at a private hospital in 
Pala near Kottayam in Kerala yesterday 
owing to age-related ailments. He was 
90.

In his message, Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu remembered Jacobs notable 
contributions to the nation as a parlia-
mentarian, minister and governor.

Jacob had also served as the Gover-
nor of Arunachal Pradesh from January 
24 to April 6 last year.

Morigaon, July 9 (PTI): Assam 
Sahitya Sabha, the apex literary 
body of  the state, has said anyone 
wanting to work in Assam must 
know Assamese or any of the local 
mother tongues.

The Sabha president warned 
that if  they do not know the lan-
guages, they will not be allowed to 
work in the state, in both the public 
and private sectors.

The Assam Sahitya Sabha presi-
dent Paramanda Rajbonghsi was 
speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of a meeting here yesterday.

“Right from the fourth grade to 
the topmost level, irrespective of be-
ing in private or government sector, 
people who are working in Assam 
must know Assamese or any of the 
local mother tongues”, he said.

He, however, did not specify the 
local mother tongues spoken in the 

state, which is inhabited by 28 ethnic 
communities.

The Sabha president said at 
present, the indigenous people of  
Assam are going through a crisis 
with their identity and language 
under threat.

“The Assam Sahitya Sabha can-
not allow the local mother tongues 
to die. We will not listen to anyone, 
anymore. This is a warning to all. 
Everyone must be careful”, he said.

The Sabha chief also urged the 
Assam government to take steps on 
the issue and implement it.

The century-old organisation 
has been raising the issue of  using 
Assamese language in the state and 
had asked government and private 
institutions, business establishments, 
financial institutions, to use the lan-
guage on hoardings and nameplates.
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DoT clears Idea-Vodafone 
merger with conditions

Sensex rises by 
277 pts to close at 
5-month high on 
global relief rally

Honda Cars India hikes prices

New Delhi, July 9 (PTI): 
The telecom ministry 
(DoT) today granted con-
ditional approval to the 
long-pending merger of 
Vodafone India and Idea 
Cellular that will create the 
country’s largest mobile 
services operator, an offi-
cial source said.

“DoT has cleared the 
Vodafone-Idea merger to-
day. They will have to meet 
conditions for final ap-
proval, the source told PTI.

The department has 
asked for a payment of Rs 
3,926 crore in cash per-
taining to one-time spec-
trum charge of Vodafone. 
The amount can be paid 
either by Idea or Vodafone. 
The DoT has also asked 
Idea Cellular to furnish a 
combined bank guaran-
tee of Rs 3,342 crore, the 
source further said. 

The combined opera-
tions of Idea and Vodafone 
will create the country’s 
largest telecom operator 
worth over USD 23 billion 
(or over Rs 1.5 lakh crore), 

with a 35 per cent market 
share and a subscriber 
base of around 430 mil-
lion.

The merger is expected 
to give breather to both 
debt-ridden firms Idea 
and Vodafone, from cut-
throat competition in the 
market where margins 
have hit rock bottom with 
free voice calls.

It will have the capac-
ity to provide 4G spectrum 
in all telecom circles of the 
country. According to a 
presentation by Idea, the 
combined 4G spectrum of 
both the companies are 
capable of offering up to 
450 megabit per second 
broadband speed on mo-
bile phones in 12 Indian 
markets. With the new en-
tity coming in force, Bharti 
Airtel will lose the tag of 
India’s biggest telecom 
service provider to the new 
entity which is proposed 
to be called as Vodafone 
Idea Limited. 

The combined debt of 
both the companies is es-

timated to be around Rs 
1.15 lakh crore.

Vodafone will own 45.1 
stake in the combined 
entity, while Kumar Man-
galam Birla-led Aditya 
Birla Group would have 26 
per cent and Idea share-
holders 28.9 per cent.

The Aditya Birla Group 
has the right to acquire up 
to a 9.5 per cent additional 
stake from Vodafone un-
der an agreed mechanism 
with a view to equalising 
the shareholdings over 
time 

If Vodafone and the 
Aditya Birla Group’s share-
holdings in the combined 
company are not equal 
after four years, Vodafone 
will sell down shares in 
the combined company to 
equalise its shareholding 
to that of the Aditya Birla 
Group over the following 
five-year period. 

Until equalisation is 
achieved, the voting rights 
of the additional shares 
held by Vodafone will be 
restricted and votes will be 

Mumbai, July 9 (PTI): 
The benchmark BSE 
Sensex today surged by 
around 277 points to 
close at more than five-
month high of 35,934.72 
on heavy buying in en-
ergy, capital goods, pow-
er and banking stocks 
following positive leads 
from global markets.

A strengthening ru-
pee against the US dol-
lar also bolstered the 
trading sentiment even 
as investors shifted their 
focus to corporate earn-
ings from trade war wor-
ries.

The 30-share BSE 
Sensex rallied for the sec-
ond day by rising 276.86 
points or 0.78 per cent 
to settle at 35,934.72, 
the highest closing level 
since January 31, when it 
had closed at 35,965.02. 

The broader NSE 
Nifty closed above the 
10,800 level by gaining 
80.25 points or 0.74 per 
cent to 10,852.90, the 
highest closing since 
June 13, 2018, when it 
ended at 10,856.70.

Index heavyweight 
Reliance Industries 
rose by 1.96 per cent to 
Rs 995.65 while IT ma-
jor Infosys gained 1.14 
per cent at Rs 1,299.15, 
helping the Sensex to 
post gains for a second 
day.

Asian markets mostly 
closed higher and Euro-
pean stock markets ad-
vanced in opening trade, 
tracking gains on Wall 
Street on Friday after a 
strong jobs data for June 
allayed fears of impact of 
the US-China trade dis-
pute.

Investors were look-
ing forward to the quar-
terly results of IT majors 
TCS and Infosys that will 
kick-start the earnings 
season this week, bro-
kers said.

TCS, however, fell 
by 1.34 per cent at Rs 
1,887.65 on profit book-
ing ahead of its finan-
cial results tomorrow. 
The stock had risen by 
1.68 per cent to settle 
at its lifetime high of Rs 
1,913.30 on BSE in the 
previous session. 

Shares of other Tata 
group companies wit-
nessed gains after the 
National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
dismissed the pleas of 
Cyrus Mistry against Tata 
Sons for removing him 
as chairman.

Tata Motors rose 0.81 
per cent to Rs 273.35 af-
ter Tata Motors-owned 
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) 
today reported 0.9 per 
cent year-on-year in-
crease in global sales at 
52,049 units in June.

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): 
Car maker Honda Cars 
India Ltd on Monday an-
nounced a price hike 
ranging from Rs 10,000 to 
Rs 35,000 on its various 
models.

In a statement issued 
here, the company said 
the price rise is effective 
from August 1.

“Due to the increasing 
pressure on input costs, 
impact of custom duty 
hike over past few months 
and higher freight rates, 
we are forced to consider 
increasing the prices of 
our cars. The increased 
price will be effective 
from August 1, 2018,” 
Rajesh Goel, Senior Vice 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V               Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. MHONLUMI KIKON Sister of LATE. MHALO KIKON, J.S.O. 
Home Deptt. N/L Civil Sectt. Kohima, resident of Lower Chandmari, Kohima 
has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession 
Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Sister- Family 
Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits 
entitled. Bank A/C No.30068589888 SBI Sectt. Branch, Kohima & U.C.O. Bank, 
Kohima Branch A/C No.08990100006655. Who expired on 17.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2649

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. ACHANBENI NGULLIE W/o LATE. MYINGTHUNGLUMO LOTHA, 
Peon, Dte. of Information & Publicity Relation resident of D. Block, Kohima, 
has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, 
G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits entitled. Bank 
A/C No.31086085383 SBI High School Junction Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy 
No.09007858609 SBI Life Swadhan. Who expired on 21.06.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2651

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV   Dated Kohima, the 25th June, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. TEZENLE KATH W/o LATE. NIYALO KATH, Handyman, 
Transport Deptt. Nagaland Civil Sectt. N/L, Kma. resident of Phezoucha, New 
Sectt. Area, Kohima, has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late Husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Gratuity, Leave encashment & other 
service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.30380586198 SBI Nagaland Secretariat 
Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 12.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2650

Card Holder Name: Hetoka 
Chophy

Card No: 349323
Agency Name: Frontline 

Associates (HDFC Authorized) 
Collection Agency,

Address: H/No.190, GHS Colony 
Lane-2, Purana Bazar High 

School Colony
Dimapur: Nagaland

Finder may contact in this 
Number: - 7005439712

D-5672

LOST NOTICE

PDIL, A Mini Ratna Category-I PSU, is a leading Design Engineering & Consultancy 
Organization in the field of Fertilizers & Allied Chemical, Refinery, Oil & Gas, Power, 
Petrochemical, Infrastructure etc. invites applications for the following for posting at 
any of PDIL offices located at NOIDA/Vadodara/Sindri and at Project sites all over 
India as per requirement:
Applications are invited from Ex. PSU employees for EMPANELMENT as 
Consultants/Advisor/Sr. Advisor for engagement on Temporary Basis for a period 
upto one year 
For further details w.r.t. Qualification, Age, Experience, Remuneration, online 
submission of application details & number of posts & discipline, Last date of 
application, etc., please log on to careers section of our website: www.pdilin.com.  

Commencement of online registration of applications by candidates    -     10.07.2018 
Last date for receipt of online applications                                               -     29.07.2018

PROJECTS & DEVELOPMENT INDIA LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

PDIL Bhawan, A-14, Sector-1, Noida 201301
Website: www.pdilin.com (ADVT.NO. HR/71/1705)

Davp 02105/11/0005/1819

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL WELFARE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NO.SW/ICDS/PMMVY-5/2017             Dated, Kohima the         th July, 2018.

PMMVY EXAMINATION NOTIFICATION
As advertised earlier, written examination for the post of :
 1. State Programme Coordinator
 2. State Programme Assistant
 3. District Programme Coordinator
 4. District Programme Assistant
will be held on Saturday, the 14th July at 9: Am, at the venue allotted against each category/ 
District:

Sl.No   Name of Post      Date of Time         Venue
    Examination
1 State Programme Coordinator     
 &   14th July 2018 9:00 AM         Kohima 
 State Programme Assistant         Arts Collage, 
2 District Programme              Kohima  
 Coordinator &   14th July 2018 9:00 AM
 District Programme Assistant

Those aspiring applicants who could not come personally to submit their application 
forms are to come and collect their Admit Cards in person on the 13th July 2018, with 
Photo copies of documents submitted for verification.

Sd/-
(T.MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)

 Director
KG-2648

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th, 18
NOTICE

No.M-250/18/2660-61    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Noel 
Kevichusa -Vrs- Shri. Lhuziecha Kevichusa resident of Burma Camp, 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 9.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Noel Kevichusa 
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1
Dag No: 61, Area: 00B-03K-12 Ls
North: Noel, South: N.H.-29, 
East: Noel, West: Approach Road

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5683

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 6th July’18
NOTICE

No.M-246/18       Notice is hereby given that Shri S. Temjen Ao -Vrs- 
Zeliang Catholic Community, Dimapur represented by Shri. Catechist 
Luikang resident of UNB Naga Colony, Burma Camp  Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 6.8.18 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. S. Temjen Ao 
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 816
Dag No: 397/967, Area: 00B-01K-05 Ls
North: Approach Road, South: S. Temjen, 
East: Nallah, West: Thubunwi Nchang Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5674

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 9th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-251/18/2654-55      Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Shetoli. 
C. Yaden -Vrs- Moasangba Jamir  resident of Dimapur  Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 09.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shetoli .C. Yaden 
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 697
Dag No: 1055, Area: 00-02-10
North: Approach Road, South: Yantsao Tsopoe, 
East: Approach Road, West: Mhanchamo

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5676

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 5th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-241/18        Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. I. Jamir -Vrs- 
Lipokchiten Jamir  resident of Dimapur  Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 05.08.18 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: I. Jamir 
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 41
Dag No: 73, Area: 00-03-06
North: Temsurenla, South: Akumnungsang, 
East: Lemsen Aier, West: Levi Rengma

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5677

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 5th July18
NOTICE

No.M-243/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. I. Jamir -Vrs- 
Temsurenla  resident of  Dimapur  Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 05.08.18 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: I. Jamir 
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 41
Dag No: 73, Area: 00-01-17
North: Inuku Sema, South: Lipokchiten Jamir, 
East: Temjenyanger, West: Levi Rengma

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5678

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 5th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-242/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. I. Jamir -Vrs- 
Akumnungsang  resident of  Dimapur  Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 05.08.18 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: I. Jamir 
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 41
Dag No: 73, Area: 00-02-19
North: Lipokehiten Jamir, South: Main Road, 
East: Lemsen Aier, West: Levi Rengma

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5679

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the   th   18
NOTICE

No.M-245/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Neuto K. Chishi 
-Vrs-  Shri Rusemtong Longkumer resident of  Darogapathar Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 06.08.18 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Neuto K. Chishi 
Village/Block No: Darogapathar, Patta No: 103
Dag No: 201, Area: 00B-03K-06 Ls
North: Late. Nungshizenba Longkumer, South: Late. Nungshizenba 
Longkumer, East: N.H. - 29, Late. Nungshizenba Longkumer, 
West: Late. Nungshizenba Longkumer Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5684

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th June’18
NOTICE

No.M-251/18/2656-37     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. M. 
Imtimeren -Vrs- Obangwati resident of Dimapur  Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 09.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: M. Imtimeren 
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 976
Dag No: 1056, Area: 00-00-13
North: Main Road, South: Subong, 
East: Koza, West: Lanu Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5675

wOFFICE OF THE 
CHÜMOUKEDIMA VILLAGE COUNCIL 

H.Q. CHÜMOUKEDIMA 
Dimapur District: Nagaland 

Date: 9.7.18
LAST PUBLIC NOTICE FOR LAND REGISTRATION/RENEWAL 

The Chümoukedima Village Council hereby serves the last public 
information that since 4th June 2018 Land Registration/Renewal 
for Chümoukedima Town jurisdiction is under progress as per 
the schedule published earlier in all the local papers. So all plot-
holders are ask to come and do the Registration/Renewal on time. 

Anybody failing to come and do the same on time, shall be held 
responsible by themselves. And the council shall not entertain case 
of defaulters under any circumstances until the next renewal time. 

(Razouvotuo Chatsu) 
Chairman 

Chümoukedima Village Council 
Mb. 9436013379D-5673

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th, 18
NOTICE

No.M-248/18/2662-63    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Kaikhro 
Khekho -Vrs- Shri. L. Ashuli Khekho resident of Burma Camp, Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 9.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Smti. Kaikhro Khekho
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1330
Dag No: 23/1495, Area: 00B-00K-16 1/2 Ls
North: Wapang Phom, South: Road, 
East: Mores Mao, West: Longri

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5682

Bosco Academy for Skills and Employment
Golden Opportunity!!!

Don Bosco Tech invites applications from unemployed youth for 
its various vocational training programmes at Don Bosco Tech 
AIDA centre, Don Bosco School Campus, Riverbelt Colony, N. 
N. Gaon, Dimapur – 797113, which will empower them towards 
a stable employment and self-dependent life.

Courses Offered at Don Bosco Tech AIDA, Dimapur

 Hospitality – Beauty and Wellness
 (60 seats for girls only); age: 18-28]

 Hospitality – Food and Beverages service 
 (40 seats for girls & boys); age: 18-28]
Qualification: Class 10 pass
Limited hostel facility for outstation candidates (only) on first come first served basis.
Batch starts on 16 July 2018.
For Detail Contact:

AIDA, Don Bosco School Campus, PB 2, Riverbelt Colony, N. N. Gaon, 
Dimapur – 797 113, Nagaland
Phone: 7005496870/ 7005848231/ 8837252988/ 8787532636 D-5680

D-5681

NAGALAND COLLEGE PRINCIPALS FORUM
“ANNUAL CONFERENCE CUM SEMINAR”

Principal and IQAC coordinator of all the colleges affiliated to Nagaland 
University are cordially invited to the NCPF Annual Conference cum 

Seminar on the theme “NAAC Methodology & Assessment” on 13th July 
2018 at Sazolie College, Jotsoma.

Shri P.B. Acharya, Hon’ble Governor of Nagaland, has kindly consented 
to be the Chief Guest for INAUGURAL SESSION followed by the 
SEMINAR in 1st Session where Prof. Dr. Subhash Brahmbhatt, 

President  and Dr. Shirish V. Chindhade, Executive Member, Association 
of Indian College Principals (AICP) will be the Resource Persons.

2nd Session: “NCPF GENERAL BODY MEETING”
All are requested to be seated latest by 9:30 a.m.

exercised jointly under the 
terms of the shareholders’ 
agreement. 

Birla is proposed to be 
the non-executive chair-
man of the merged entity 
and Balesh Sharma new 
CEO. Idea’s chief financial 
officer Akshaya Moondra 
will head the financial op-
erations of the new entity 
as its CFO. Ambrish Jain, 
currently the deputy MD 
at Idea Cellular, is set to 
become the new chief op-
erating officer.

Vodafone Idea Ltd 
will hold 1,850 MHz of 
spectrum, which includ-
ed 1,645 MHz of liberal-
ised spectrum acquired 

through auctions. 
It will be capable of 

building substantial mo-
bile data capacity, utilis-
ing the largest broadband 
spectrum portfolio with 
34 blocks of 3G spectrum 
and 129 blocks 4G carriers 
across the country.

The amalgamation will 
also result in capex syner-
gies, since it will eliminate 
the duplication of spec-
trum capacity and infra-
structure related require-
ments.

President, Sales and Mar-
keting, was quoted as say-
ing in the statement.

“The introductory 

price of the recently 
launched all new Amaze 
will also be revised from 
August,” he added.
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Mother India Has 
Failed Her Daughters 

W
e may ignore the world’s view about safety 
of women in India, but how can we ignore 
the plea of a helpless father requesting pro-
tection from the administration for his four 

daughters? How can we turn a blind eye when a reputed 
political leader files a complaint about a social media 
post that threatened to rape her teenage daughter? 
How can we forget the fact that one of the most efficient 
ministers of our country has been trolled on social me-
dia for intervening when a couple was harassed, at the 
passport office, on questions of inter-religion marriage? 
All these incidents clearly point to the fact that India is 
not the right place for women. We may have a woman 
president, prime minister, chief minister, or Speaker. 
However, the ground reality has not changed. All the 
words about empowering women in India have failed 
in yielding any result. Women in India are still facing 
oppression, torture, and harassment. There is nothing 
called gender equality in our country.

The reasons for such pathetic state of affairs are 
not difficult to ascertain. Over the years, we have taken 
many steps to empower women but these measures 
were cosmetic in nature. We have never tried to wipe out 
the problem from its root. As a result, even after seven 
decades of independence today, we are being accused 
of being the worst country when it comes to safety of 
women and empowerment. We may raise questions 
about the methodology of surveys, which show India 
in a bad light but raising questions on methodology will 
not hide the truth. The truth is that women in India are 
being discriminated. There is no sign of the trend be-
ing stopped. Rather, discrimination against women is 
on the rise every passing day. We will have to check this 
trend and fight the menace in the right earnest. Other-
wise, we will have to face in the coming days many awk-
ward questions, and shame.

India was at the forefront of women empower-
ment once upon a time. Discrimination against women 
was unheard of in the country since the Vedic period. 
Women in India even actively participated in the free-
dom struggle. We were among the first countries in the 
world where remarriage of widows became legally ac-
ceptable. But it seems that empowerment of women in 
the country was stopped at that point. Today, even to get 
their daughters married parents must have to run from 
pillar to post to meet the demands of the bridegrooms’ 
family— forget about remarriage of a widow. We may 
have got rid of the Sati but we are yet to tackle the prob-
lem of dowry. With the demand for dowry rising every 
passing day, female foeticide is rampant in our beloved 
country. This is affecting the gender ratio of our country. 
The situation today is such that no parents are willing 
to send their daughters even to schools and colleges as 
the fear of being raped or molested is severe. Women in 
India today are living in fear of rape, molestation, and 
dowry. We have failed to provide a safe India for women. 
So, instead of tearing apart the report which highlighted 
the plight of women in the country, we should intro-
spect. Do the women of our country really deserve such 
a treatment?

Neha Jain  | IANS

Rev.Dr.Sebastian Ousepparampil 

Our exploration of creation teaches us 
about the Creator.

“When you go to the deep sea, every time you take a 
sample, you’ll find a new species,” says marine bi-
ologist Ward Appeltans. In one recent year, scientists 

identified 1,451 new types of undersea life. We simply 
don’t know the half of what’s down there.

In Job 38–40, God reviewed His creation for Job’s ben-
efit. In three poetic chapters, God highlighted the wonders 
of weather, the vastness of the cosmos, and the variety of 
creatures in their habitats. These are things we can ob-
serve. Then God spoke of the mysterious Leviathan—for 
an entire chapter. Leviathan is a creature like no other, with 
harpoon-deflecting armor (Job 41:7, 13), graceful power 
(v. 12), and “fearsome teeth” (v. 14). “Flames stream from 
its mouth . . . smoke pours from its nostrils” (vv. 19–20). 
“Nothing on earth is its equal” (v. 33).

Okay, so God talks about a huge creature we haven’t 
seen. Is that the point of Job 41?

No! Job 41 broadens our understanding of God’s sur-
prising character. The psalmist expanded on this when he 
wrote, “There is the sea, vast and spacious, . . . and Levia-
than, which you formed to frolic there” (Psalm 104:25–26). 
After the terrifying description in Job, we learn that God 
created a playpen for this most fearsome of all creatures. 
Leviathan frolics.

We have the present to explore the ocean. We’ll have 
eternity to explore the wonders of our magnificent, 

mysterious, playful God.

Elephants Can Adapt to Human 
Habitation But Sirens Stress Them Out

Response to Bill on UGC

A
s more and more elephant habi-
tats are falling under the ever-
growing influence of humans, 
elephants are often coming into 

contact with people, whether they are pass-
ing through human-inhabited landscapes, 
or directly interacting with them, the latter 
of which sometimes culminate in intense 
conflicts.

But how do these iconic, endangered 
giants cope in human-modified habitats 
such as plantations? Are they stressed in 
the presence of humans, just like some of  
us are when we face them? And how do 
they react to negative conflicts with hu-
mans?

To answer these questions, researchers 
assessed the physiological stress responses 
of wild Asian elephants in the Western 
Ghats of southern India. Their findings 
were both promising and concerning. The 
good news is that the elephants appeared 
to adapt to human plantations; the bad 
news is that they were stressed after being 
aggressively driven away by villagers.

“While they could adapt to changing 
environments, we show that negative inter-
actions such as drives can be a major cause 
of stress in these animals,” said Sreedhar 
Vijayakrishnan, a Ph.D. scholar at Ben-
galuru’s National Institute of Advanced 
Studies and the lead author of the study.

Although past studies have looked at 
stress levels among wild Asian elephants, 
this is the first to explore how elephants 
respond when they are aggressively driven 
away by humans.

Measuring the stress responses  
of elephants
It is not always possible to directly monitor 
the stress-related behaviour of elephants, 

says Vijayakrishnan. Also, some animals 
may not overtly display behavioural chang-
es in the presence of humans. Consequent-
ly, his team measured the concentrations 
of glucocorticoids, a class of steroid hor-
mones, in the faeces of elephants, which 
are released when the animals are stressed. 
Not only is this method non-invasive, “fae-
cal glucocorticoid metabolite concentra-
tions are a fairly reliable indicator of stress 
and is used across species,” explained Vi-
jayakrishnan.

During November 2013 and April 
2014, the team scooped up dung samples 
from 69 elephants belonging either to 
herds, groups, or solitary individuals, liv-
ing in two types of neighboring habitats 
in the Anamalai Hills: Vazhachal Reserve 
Forest, a relatively undisturbed evergreen 
forest, and Valparai plateau, consisting 
mainly of tea, coffee, and cardamom plan-
tations, along with small forest fragments. 
Composed of a continuously connected 
network of protected areas, the Anamalais 
harbor the second largest contiguous popu-
lation of Asian elephants throughout their 
entire range.

Each year up to 100 elephants use 
the Valparai plateau. While traversing the 
plantations, the elephants are sometimes 
driven away by residents. In these ‘drives,’ 
elephants are forced back “using tractors, 
trucks or other loud vehicles, sirens and 
other noise-making equipment” such as 
crackers, Vijayakrishnan described. “In 
Valparai,” he said, “it’s mostly done using 
vehicles and sirens.” His team compared 
the glucocorticoid levels before and after 
the elephant drives to understand how the 
elephants cope with these intense conflicts.

Adaptation to human-dominated 
environments 
They found some encouraging results. In 
the absence of any direct human conflicts 

such as drives, the stress levels of elephants 
from the plantation-covered Valparai pla-
teau did not differ from those inhabiting 
the undisturbed Vazhachal Forest Reserve.

According to Vijayakrishnan, this 
could be because of adaptation. “These 
elephants in Valparai have been using this 
human-use landscape for a long time,” he 
said. It has been more than a century since 
the plantation was established and it is 
likely that the elephants would have come 
across humans regularly. “In fact, several 
of these individuals were born in these 
plantations,” he noted.

This “interesting study” demonstrates 
that “elephants are one of those creatures 
that are very adaptive and, in fact, even 
seem to thrive in human-transformed 
habitats as long as they are not subject to 
direct threats and harassment,” said Ra-
man Sukumar, professor at Bengaluru’s 
Indian Institute of Science, who has been 
studying human-elephant conflict for dec-
ades. “This gives some hope that elephants 
and people can co-exist, even if  to a limited 
extent, which would contribute to the sur-
vival of this iconic species.”

“There is hope that the elephants in In-
dia can physiologically cope when the ide-
al-a large protected forest-is absent,” said 
Kathleen Gobush, a wildlife researcher at 
Vulcan Philanthropy and affiliate associate 
professor of biology at the University of  
Washington, who has studied the physio-
logical stress response in African elephants.

“Like African elephants, the physi-
ological stress response among individual 
Asian elephants varies significantly across 
age” and sex, noted Gobush. Adults had 
the highest levels of stress hormones 
among all of the age groups. And males 
had higher stress responses than females, a 
finding that has also been observed among 
African elephants.

Stress response soars after  
aggressive drives
But there was a worrying finding as well. 
The stress levels of the elephants shot up 
following the aggressive drives. Calves and 
sub-adults showed the largest increase with 
glucocorticoid concentrations spiking by 
106 and 55 percent respectively, whereas 
adults displayed an increase of 24 percent.

This might be because adults are more 
experienced in dealing with these stressful 
situations than calves and sub-adults, said 
Vijayakrishnan. The younger elephants, he 
believes, are “perhaps learning to deal with 
these situations as they habituate to the 
changing environments.” 

If such drives are prolonged, it poses a 
threat to their fitness and survival because 
they can cause consistently high levels of  
stress, known as chronic stress, which can 
disrupt immune responses, digestive proc-
esses, and the reproductive system, ex-
plained Vijayakrishnan.

As a result, he calls for such prolonged 
drives to be avoided, stressing that “any in-
vasive management action such as drives, 
translocation, and capture should take into 
consideration the behaviour and physiol-
ogy of the animal involved.”

Vijayakrishnan cautioned that this 
study consisted of only six months and 
since elephants are long-lived species, they 
require long-term monitoring. “We have 
continued the work since then” and “we 
are also trying to look across habitat types 
and land-use types to see how variation in 
those influence stress hormone concentra-
tions,” he said.

(In arrangement with Mongabay.com, a 
source for environmental news reporting and 

analysis. The views expressed in the article 
are those of  Mongabay.com.  

Feedback: gopi@mongabay.com)

T
he Government of India has proposed a bill 
introducing Higher Education Commission 
of India (Repeal of UGC) Bill 2018 with deep 
implications and serious consequences. The 

MHRD made public the proposed the HECI Bill on 27th 
June, 2018 and set the deadline for 7th July, 2018 to send 
in the responses.  A mere 11 days for discussion, is too 
short a time to posit any serious and formidable critique 
to the bill, from various stakeholders such as Teachers, 
Students and parents, who ultimately would be affected 
by this legislation. All of us are aware that a bill with far 
reaching consequences certainly need more time to be 
discussed in the public domain. And what is more mys-
terious is this – Why this hurry. The bill is introduced 
to raise the quality of higher education but the way the 
bill is designed and introduced itself  is a challenge to the 
quality of the bill. The draft bill has faulted on number of  
vital areas of quality.

The Bill is ambiguous on several counts. It fails to pro-
vide a clear-cut section on “definitions” that clarify what 
the legislation means by “quality”; “less government and 
more governance”; “affordability” etc and these are vital 
issues that can be interpreted and misinterpreted at will.

UGC, as a premiere body has been serving us for the 
last 60 years to provide quality education. It is also a con-
cern that when the times group made a study and selected 
200 best universities, our country did not figure in the list 
in spite of the fact that we are a country that rank third 
with the number of universities. We certainly have rea-
sons to be concerned. Instead of replacing the UGC with 
HECI, (Higher Education Commission of India) what we 
need is strengthening the structural and procedural aspects 
of the UGC. And make it relevant and effective to serve 
the Higher Education sector. The proposal to dissolve the 
UGC is premature and replacing it with the HECI pro-
vides room for distortions and arbitrariness in promotion 
of quality education. The UGC as a premier body is a 
body of intellectuals meant for intellectuals and so what 
is needed is to strengthen the structural and procedural as-
pects of the UGC. 

The bill has proposed to diversify quality control and 
grant control which the UGC was dealing with so far with 
considerable amount of consistency. The Bill is creating 
a dichotomy by assigning quality control to HECI, and 
grant control to MHRD with the intention of centraliz-
ing the system of distribution of fund. And it will certainly 
lead to arbitrariness in the distribution of funds.

Education is a concurrent subject and why the legisla-
tive autonomy is centralized it should be more consulta-

tive, deliberative and democratic? And the state should be 
consulted.

The UGC had clear and detailed norms for fixing the 
fee and making education accessible and affordable. Bur 
Section 15(4) empowers HECI to specify norms and proc-
ess for fixing the fee and advice the government on the 
procedure to be followed. It is arbitrary and not acceptable.

By the section 24the HECI is doing away with any 
trace of autonomy by the presence of a government-con-
trolled advisory organ in the Commission, headed by the 
HRD Minister, and puts all pretensions of legislative au-
tonomy to the higher education sector to rest and structur-
ally subordinates higher education to the political inten-
tions of the government of the day. And this should never 
be permitted. 

Ref: Section 15(3) (a): The existing reservation system 
for the SC/ST/OBC and the linking of quality aspect to 
the higher educational institution suffer from structural de-
fects. The system would not be geared to take into account 
the deprivation factor that the community has been con-
fronted with. The HECI Bill does not provide a “weighted 
formulae” to uniformly assess the issue of quality across 
social classes. It is an injustice to the marginalized and the 
poor sections of the society.

In Conclusion as the old saying goes: If  you have a 
head ache, you will not get the head cut off.

Childhood Stress You 
Suffered May Affect Your Kids

E
xperiencing childhood trauma resulting from separation 
of parents or witnessing violence at home may have 
long-term effects, suggests a new study that found that 
ill effects of such stress can reach the kids of the sufferer.

The results, published in the journal Pediatrics, showed that 
the children of parents who themselves had four or more adverse 
childhood experiences were at double the risk of having attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder and were four time more likely to 
have mental health problems.

“This is the first research to show that the long-term 
behavioural health harms of childhood adversity extend across 
generations from parent to child,” said study lead author Adam 
Schickedanz from University of California, Los Angeles, US.

For the study the team analysed information from a US 
national survey containing information from four generations of  
families.

The researchers looked at whether the parents were abused, 
neglected or exposed to other family stress or maltreatment 
while growing up and analysed information on their children’s 
behaviour problems and medical diagnoses of attention deficit 
disorder.

The types of childhood hardships analysed for the 
research included divorce or separation of parents, death of or 
estrangement from a parent, emotional, physical or sexual abuse, 
witnessing violence in the home, exposure to substance abuse in 
the household or parental mental illness.

The findings showed that a mother’s childhood experiences 
had a much stronger adverse effect on a child’s behavioural health 
than the father’s experiences.

“If we can identify these children who are at a higher risk, 
we can connect them to services that might reduce their risk or 
prevent behavioural health problems,” Schickedanz explained.

Source: IANS

DAILY

PATH
God of the Depths

BIBLE READ:   JOB 41:12–34
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

There is the sea, vast and spacious, . . . and 
Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.       

~  Psalm 104:25–26

B
eing ultra-independent has its merits and 
demerits. Here I am amid mosquito-infested, 
stinking drains, and sweltering heat replete 
but otherwise beautiful city of Dimapur. It 

has been almost a decade since I last left Dimapur. It’s 
nice to be back again. It is the city for independent-
minded folks.

Now, I have joined this establishment and one 
which has given a living quarter. I couldn’t ask for 
more because of the opportunity for me to concentrate 
my limited intellect and energy on my work as 
contribution to the society. (I am not an idealist per se, 
but I do have this definition of  ‘life as contribution.’ It’s 
open for personal interpretation.)  That was all about my 
professional life. But if  you care to read on, I want to 
write about how living alone all of a sudden can be 
quite challenging yet beautiful.

With all its intricacies and fallacies, life has 
little lessons for each of us. My childhood friend 
Sashimongba, an advocate, helped me with shopping. 
I was amazed at his bargaining skills. I recommended 
him quite humorously to write a book about ‘how to 
bargain in a bargaining market.’ The room and kitchen 
was furnished quite sparsely. The rations were bought. 
And there I braced for the days ahead. 

Then the disaster happened: Running or 
maintaining a kitchen is not easy. In the sweltering 
heat, vegetables and other perishable rotted except for 
the basmati rice. The stove is now somewhat my worst 
enemy simply because it gives me extra heat especially 
during power cuts. Washing the cups and utensils is a 
bore but I have to do it. 

I tried my hand at preparing a dish one fine 
morning. I don’t know whether it was my lack of  
appetite or the taste of the food but I didn’t enjoy it. It 
was simple rice, boiled vegetables, fried eggs, a salad. I 
don’t know which tasted worse! 

It was then I decided to have lunch in the many 
eateries outside. My office provides for dinner, God 
bless their generous soul. Somehow the food tastes the 
same, just like the one I cooked. 

‘But we need to keep our stomachs full,’ my 
immaculate colleague Paudi would often say. So, I ate 
out again just to fill the stomach. I did eat out again. 

Oh, by the way, if  you are thinking how I am 
surviving, then the bananas, tea, and eggs do keep me 
going. Read on please. 

So, as I was slowly eating the “hard-boiled” rice, 
(I say ‘hard-boiled’ because the rice felt like small grains of  
stones, which, had it been used in a Chinese kung-fu movie 
would have been used as weapon), I was thinking about 
the typical aroma of a Naga kitchen. 

Ummmm, the sweet smell of chilli and tomatoes 
being roasted in the fireplace for chutney, the smell 
of ‘estük’ (bamboo shoots) on the stove, the smoked 
pork or beef churning on the hearth (I don’t like fancy 
eating meat by the way, but that doesn’t mean I don’t 
eat them), the fresh vegetables to be boiled...

And I felt really sad. All these years, I have been 
telling that my mom’s cooking is the worst (which, of  
course, was contradicted maybe out of politeness,  by 
my friends who came for dinner on occasions), but 
now I long for it.  

Those gentle hands, the hygiene and the traditional 
preparations; the recipe passed down from our 
grandmothers till now. 

Of course, it was the ‘saddest lunch’ I had in my 
life. But yes, I had my fill because, well, why waste 
food especially when you are paying for it? 

So, in times of sadness, what do you do? Forget it 
or either get along with life as it is… This time I choose 
a different path. I just called my mom and asked her 
to send me some of the ‘Longsa chilli” chutney, which 
is prepared through boiling it in ‘estü’ (bamboo shoot 
juice). Ummm, I can almost smell the aroma...

So, I told that plump motherly Bihari woman, the 
owner of the eatery, that I would bring my own pickle 
from next time should I eat there. She said she wanted 
to taste it too. Perhaps, the aroma of my mother’s 
kitchen emanated it on her heart too. 

Anyway, I am sure you won’t be interested in how 
I eat. Therefore, if  you are eating something prepared 
by your mother, be thankful. You will miss it one day. 
Besides the love, care and prayers, I think we also take 
the aroma of the food prepared by our mothers with 
us. I am far from her now, but God bless her gentle 
soul, and mothers everywhere.

(Longrangty Longchar is a senior sub-editor at 
Eastern Mirror. He can be contacted at longrangty@

easternmirrornagaland.com)

Life As It is...
Remembering the food that mother made 

Longrangty Longchar  
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Central Island, the breeding ground of what was once the world’s largest population of Nile Crocodile. (Sean Avery)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Things should go ex-
tremely well for you today, Aries, so don’t shy 
away from anything. In fact, take this opportu-
nity to shine as brightly as you can. Crank up 

your battery and project yourself into the world. You’ll find 
that your smile is contagious, so feel free to use it often. 
There’s a great deal of power behind your self-confidence, 
enabling you to tackle just about every job with energy.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Come out of seri-
ous mode for a day and let yourself laugh, Tau-
rus. Sponsor a game night at your home and 
invite some good friends over to play cards and 

nibble on snacks until midnight. This is a day to have fun, 
so let loose and be free to express yourself in the best way 
you see fit. Realize how much power you have in your jo-
vial nature.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You have an incred-
ibly strong influence on others just by virtue of 
the fact of your fun-loving, peaceful, and har-
monious nature, Gemini. Your natural charm 

will take you any place you want to go today, so feel free to 
use it at will. Accentuate the positive and make sure you’re 
walking on the sunny side of the street. Whistle as you 
walk down the sidewalk and get out into the light.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Put your aggres-
sions away and laugh a little today, Cancer. 
Transfer your intensity from a hard, caustic 
energy to a more lighthearted and fun-loving 

one. You’ll find that this type of attitude will take you far. 
Little things may crop up that disrupt your daily routine, 
but you’ll find that a warm smile is all you need to defuse 
the bomb.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It’s a terrific day for 
you, Leo, one in which you’ll find that your jo-
vial approach to every situation is just what the 
doctor ordered. Spend time with children and 

enjoy their magical world. Spread your love and affection 
to the people around you. Make sure that the corners of 
people’s mouths are turning up instead of down. A friend-
ly attitude will take you far.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Take time out from 
your work today and relax a little, Virgo. Let your 
romantic nature have some fun and don’t feel 
guilty about not being as serious as you think 

you should be. The winner of the day is the one who 
can smile the most, so enter this contest with the intent 
of coming out on top. The rewards will last a long time. 
Those you encounter won’t be able to help smiling back.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You might find that 
others are adopting a bit of a “me first” attitude 
that doesn’t quite sit right with you, Libra. You 
may need to knock on their door, wake them 

up, and say, “Hey, what about everybody else?” Try not to 
whine as you deliver this message. A desperate-sounding 
attitude will get you nowhere. Be friendly and jovial in 
your approach and the world will be at your feet.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Try to have a 
positive, optimistic outlook today, Scorpio. 
Adopt an attitude of gratitude and look to see 
the beauty in everything around you. This is a 

day to appreciate what you’ve got, especially the people 
who love you. Compliment others and let them know how 
much they mean to you. These words and deeds will have 
a rippling effect that will bring you a great deal of good 
fortune.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): It’s time for 
you to come out of hibernation, Sagittarius. 
Shake off the blues and come into the light. To-
day is a day to play and have fun. You’ll find that 

the mood of the day is lighthearted and jovial, so be the 
first with a joke or silly story. Do what you can to make 
others laugh. Let the fire within you burn at its brightest.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Other peo-
ple’s stubborn attitudes may be hindering 
your progress, Capricorn. Take this as a hint 
that you need to loosen your grip on a certain 

viewpoint that you’re holding too tightly. There’s a great 
deal of power behind your emotions today, and these 
emotions want to be heard. Feel free to jump up and take 
the podium. Speak your mind even though you may not 
necessarily agree with the group.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The doldrums 
are over and its time to pick up the pace, 
Aquarius. Come out of your home in full regalia 
today and be proud of what you have to offer to 

the world. Be courageous in your dealings with others and 
take the time to express yourself fully in a creative man-
ner. The bigger the smile you wear, the further you’ll go in 
just about every situation you encounter.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): People are going to 
appreciate extra long, tight hugs today, Pisces, so 
feel free to give them out like candy to everyone 
you come in contact with. A kind gesture and 

warm word won’t be forgotten. Let your generous and kind 
spirit shine through. Open your arms extra wide and spread 
love to the world. It’s the perfect day to love and laugh.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Sean Avery | The Conversation

How Ethiopia and Kenya Have Put a World Heritage Site in Danger

L
ake Turkana is the world’s largest 
desert lake. Located in Kenya’s re-
mote northern arid lands, it is the 
most saline of Africa’s great lakes, 

and its vast aquatic resources contribute to the 
livelihoods of over 300,000 people, including 
pastoralists, fishermen and tourism operators. 
Its ecology supports a host of local and migra-
tory bird and wildlife populations.

It’s also home to unique fossil and archae-
ological discoveries. In 1973, Sibiloi National 
Park was created on the north-eastern lake-
shore to conserve these remarkable discover-
ies that have contributed so much to our un-
derstanding of human evolution. And in 1983 
and 1985, the lake’s South and Central Islands 
were designated national parks because of  
their outstanding wildlife breeding habitats, 
notably for the Nile crocodile.

These three national parks were inscribed 
as a World Heritage Site in 1997 for their “geo-
logical and fossil records” and “diverse aquat-
ic and terrestrial habitats”.

There are 1,092 UNESCO World Herit-
age sites in the world, five of which are within 
Kenya. Sites are selected for their outstanding 
cultural value, or outstanding natural value, or 
a combination of both assets. Once inscribed, 
the sites are protected according to local legis-
lation and international treaties.

It would seem that this status would offer 
the lake good protection against major threats. 
But that’s not been the case. The lake’s na-
tional parks are now on the World Heritage 
“In Danger” list, a result of Ethiopia’s devel-
opments on the Omo river – which feeds the 
lake – and poor management of the parks by 
Kenya.

Keeping heritage sites safe
193 countries worldwide are party to the World 
Heritage Convention that came into force in 
1975. The aim is to protect globally outstand-
ing cultural and natural sites, and conserve 

them for future generations. Both Kenya and 
Ethiopia are state parties to this Convention.

Under the convention guidelines, state 
parties are obliged to submit reports every six 
years on each of their World Heritage sites. If  
a site comes under threat, the World Heritage 
Committee can initiate the agreed process of  
“reactive monitoring” – an independent mis-
sion to review and produce a report on the 
state of conservation of the site. If  the site is 
found to be facing danger, the mission can rec-
ommend it be placed on the “List of World 
Heritage in Danger”.

If this listing is decided upon, and if  the 
danger can be remedied, the State Party can 
ask for help from the World Heritage Fund. 
But, if  the site is irretrievably damaged, the 
Committee can decide to delete the site from 
the list altogether.

Why the lake was put on the danger list
The World Heritage Committee first expressed 
strong concerns about the lake’s sustainability 
seven years ago. Threats were identified as the 
Gibe dams and irrigation plantation develop-
ments on Ethiopia’s Omo River. More than 
80% of the lake’s freshwater inflow is provided 
by the Omo River and so these projects affect 
the lake’s ecology.

The committee requested that Ethiopia sus-
pend construction works on the Gibe III dam 
and submit assessments on the dam and irriga-
tion development plans. Ethiopia and Kenya 
were each requested to share their views, and 
in its report to the committee Kenya shared the 
same concerns. As a result a reactive monitor-
ing mission was invited to Kenya.

Over the years – despite annual exchanges 
between the World Heritage Committee, Ken-

ya and Ethiopia – Ethiopia has not acted on 
the various requests issued by the Committee, 
continuing with development projects without 
conducting a strategic environmental assess-
ment. The filling of Gibe III’s vast reservoir 
was completed in December 2016 and the full 
water demands and downstream effects of ir-
rigation schemes are still not known.

Kenya too has been lax. It hasn’t imple-
mented recommendations to deal with poach-
ing, illegal fishing, and livestock grazing in the 
Lake Turkana National Parks.

For the last couple of years the committee 
has expressed regrets, included notes, and made 
requests from both countries, but there have 
been no decisions in tackling the lake’s threats.

In its most recent session, the committee 
warned that the Gibe III dam had already 
heavily disrupted the lake’s seasonal patterns, 

and that this would adversely affect the fish 
population and the livelihoods of local fishing 
communities.

As a result, it was declared that Lake Tur-
kana National Parks’ outstanding universal 
values are in danger and it was decided that the 
site should be inscribed on the List of World 
Heritage in danger.

Next steps
The World Heritage Committee has now re-
quested Kenya to invite a reactive monitoring 
mission to review what’s happened and to pro-
pose a way forward to remove the Lake Tur-
kana National Parks from the “List of World 
Heritage in Danger”.

That mission would aim to develop a set 
of corrective measures in consultation with 
both Kenya and Ethiopia. If  that mission takes 
place, its report will be reviewed at the Com-
mittee’s 43rd session in 2019.

The impact of the intervention might not 
amount to much. Warnings about the effects 
of Omo river developments were sounded dec-
ades ago, and yet Gibe III is operational, and 
Gibe IV dam and irrigation scheme develop-
ments are progressing. Protests have seemingly 
been futile.

The lake inflow hydrology has already 
changed. That means that nutrient inflows and 
their distribution through the lake have also 
been affected. Changes in the lake’s ecological 
diversity will, in turn, affect the lake fisheries.

Nevertheless, the commendable efforts of  
bodies like the World Heritage Committee need 
to be sustained. The management of the Lake 
Turkana National Parks can certainly be im-
proved. The county governments should be in-
volved, and the World Heritage Fund can poten-
tially assist. The entire lake will benefit as a result.

And there is still time for Ethiopia to re-
view its ambitious thirsty irrigation develop-
ment plans in the lower Omo, admit the im-
pacts, and reconsider the worth of sacrificing 
unique natural capital, and perhaps restore 
meaningful ecological floods into the lake too.

Saeed Naqvi  | IANS

Tridib Baparnash  | IANS

The Role of Cold War in Indira Gandhi’s Emergency Women Riders Aim to End Male 
Domination in Motor Racing 

I
ndira Gandhi declared the 
Emergency in 1975, plonk 
in the middle of the most in-
tense phase of the Cold War. 

Détente was going so badly for the 
Americans that stand up comedi-
ans in Washington were comparing 
it to a wife swapping party “from 
where you return alone”.

After the Vietnam debacle, 
Washington was going to exert eve-
ry muscle not to allow Moscow to 
build upon the strategic asset it had 
created for itself  in New Delhi dur-
ing the 1971 Bangladesh war.

In fact, the Congress split of  
1969 was itself  an advantage for 
Moscow. Indira Gandhi had dis-
carded the conservative, pro-capital 
big wigs, more comfortable with 
Congress stalwarts like Morarji De-
sai whom she had defeated in the 
Parliamentary party contest to be-
come Prime Minister in 1966.

Not only was a former card car-
rying Communist (from Eton and 
Oxford too), Mohan Kumaraman-
galam, part author of the split, he 
had worked out an arrangement 
with the General Secretary of the 
CPI, S.A. Dange, described as a 
policy of “Unite and Struggle”. We 
shall, said Dange, unite with the 
Congress’ progressive policies but 
“struggle” against its “anti people” 
deviations.

This was a pronounced left-
ward lurch and it was going to be 
resisted by a coalition of the Right, 
both internal and external. Indeed, 
as early as 1967, within a year of  
her coming to power, Indira Gan-
dhi was given notice: she lost elec-
tions in eight states to parties of  
the opposition. This groundswell 
would obviously suit the purposes 
of the Congress old guard discard-
ed by Gandhi.

The most succinct observation 

on Gandhi’s ideological leaning 
came from the correspondent of  
the Times London, Peter Hazel-
hurst: “She is a little to the Left of  
self  interest.”

Her ideological inconsistency 
becomes apparent if  one reverts to 
her earliest days in 1959 as Presi-
dent of the Congress. She dismissed 
the world’s first Communist gov-
ernment which had come to power 
through the ballot box in Kerala. 
That she took American help to un-
settle Kerala to justify the state gov-
ernment’s dismissal was revealed 
by US ambassador, Ellsworth 
Bunker in an oral interview kept in 
the Columbia University archives. 
Whatever doubts there might have 
been about the Bunker revelations, 
were cleared later by Ambassador 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan in his 
memoirs. 

During her Prime Ministership 
in 1976, the Congress party raised 
a storm against the US having in-
stalled a nuclear device on Nanda 
Devi peak to spy on China. The 
controversy had many twists. A 
joint CIA and Intelligence Bureau 
effort to install the device in 1965 
(Lal Bahadur Shastri was Prime 
Minister then) had failed because 
of bad weather. Worse, two pluto-
nium laden capsules had been lost. 
According to the Intelligence esti-
mates the plutonium was enough 
for half a Hiroshima bomb.

In the course of an interview, 
Chester Bowles, US ambassador 
during Indira Gandhi’s first in-
nings, took my breath away. He 
couldn’t understand Congress pro-
test. “After all Indira had asked 
me to complete in 1966 the project 
which had been aborted in 1965.”

Well, this is how the Congress’ 
attitude towards the super powers 
varied from time to time. But for 
the West the spectacle of Gandhi 
and Dange in a warm embrace 

was alarming because of the con-
text. The West had taken a series 
of knocks - Vietnam, Angola, Mo-
zambique, Ethiopia, Nicaragua 
were all Communist. Additionally 
Communist leaders Enrico Ber-
linguer, Georges Marchais, San-
tiago Carrillo in Italy, France and 
Spain respectively were a headache 
for the West. Given this state of  
play, India was too priceless a tro-
phy to be easily lost to Moscow’s 
sphere of influence.

The obstacle in the way of a 
counteroffensive was Gandhi’s 
personality. She had evolved into a 
charismatic and, therefore, invinci-
ble leader. Proprietor of the Indian 
Express, Ramnath Goenka and 
Nanaji Deshmukh, fell into deep 
thought.

The Indian mind reveres re-
nunciation. It occurred to the head 
hunters that once a top ranking So-
cialist leader, Jayaprakash Naray-
an, had renounced political power. 
He was keeping himself busy with 
Gandhiji’s ashrams and such un-
likely causes as Acharya Vinoba 
Bhave’s Bhoodan or Land Gift 
movement. JP agreed to lead the 
movement provided it remained 
peaceful. 

The youth were in agitation 
across the globe against the excess-
es of the Vietnam War - Grosvenor 
Square, London, barricades in Par-
is, police shooting down of students 
at the Kent state university in Ohio, 
US. Soon thereafter the Navnirman 
Andolan, youth agitation in Gu-
jarat erupted on a seemingly flimsy 
issue of hostel fees. After visiting 
Gujarat, JP was prevailed upon to 
launch a similar movement against 
corruption and bad governance in 
Bihar. It was a tepid agenda livened 
up only by the media dedicated to 
the task of keeping up the pressure 
on New Delhi, boosting notions of  
a “total revolution” one day, ask-

ing police and the bureaucracy not 
to obey “bad” orders another, and 
so on. The immediate target of the 
“movement” was a hapless Chief  
Minister, Abdul Ghafoor, quite 
bewildered by his own eminence. 
Why was he in the eye of a storm? 
He had sunken cheeks and a droop-
ing frame, draped in a much worn 
Sherwani. By way of hospitality 
for visiting scribes, he would fetch 
a bottle of old smuggler Scotch 
whisky from his wardrobe full of  
smudged clothes which were clear-
ly waiting for laundry. He was a 
simple man, not a plausible enough 
crook to invite a national move-
ment for his ouster.

JP, who had invited me to stay 
in his house in Patna’s Kadam 
Kuan, listened to my stories even 
about the Chief Minister with a 
kindly smile. He was a trusting man 
and totally non judgemental about 
the wide range of political interests 
who had clambered onto his move-
ment.

The movement was carried 
mostly by RSS cadres, with a sprin-
kling of socialists, Gandhians and 
Congress (O), mostly those who 
had been shown the door by Gan-
dhi in 1969. This exactly was the 
rough outline of the group which 
morphed into a coalition in the 
course of the movement. The coali-
tion came to power in 1977 as the 
Janata Party. 

Supposing the Allahabad High 
Court had not disqualified Gandhi, 
how would events have shaped? If  
Sanjay Gandhi, Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray, Muhammad Yunus and oth-
ers had not forced her hand on the 
Emergency, how would the Gan-
dhi-JP standoff have concluded?

(A senior commentator on political 
and diplomatic affairs, Saeed Naqvi 

can be reached on saeednaqvi@
hotmail.com. The views expressed 

are personal.)

W
ho said Indian women have 
a long way to go to catch up 
with their male counterparts 
in a sport like motor racing? 

Meet these young ladies from various walks 
of life who have become the cynosure of all 
eyes during the opening round of the 21st 
JK Tyre National racing championship 
here.

Founded and conceptualised by former 
national champion Sarosh Hataria, the 
Ahura Racing team -- an all-girl team of six 
participants -- scripted history when they 
drove the Formula LGB cars at the Kari 
Motor Speedway over the weekend.

Led by popular Marathi and Bollywood 
actor Manisha Kelkar and dentist Ritika 
Oberoi, the Ahura team came into exist-
ence after Hataria handpicked 12 women 
out of 190 who sent in their entries to an 
online post a fortnight ago.

On Saturday, six of the 12 realised their 
dream of racing in a professional circuit 
while the other six have been kept on stand-
by and could get to race during the four-
round JK Tyre national championship.

Manisha, the daughter of veteran Bolly-
wood screenwriter Ram Kelkar, was one of  
those six lucky ladies who had their dream 
come true on Saturday.

The 32-year-old, a self-proclaimed ad-
venture junkie, was elated to be a part of  
the historic moment but went on to explain 
that her motive was mainly to inspire young 
girls who dream of a career in racing but 
unfortunately can’t afford the expensive 
sport.

“I am an adventure junkie and love any 
kind of speed and adventure. I always want-
ed to sit in a Formula car but never ever 
dreamt of participating and qualifying for 
Nationals, so that way it’s a dream-come-
true moment for me,” Manisha told IANS 
here.

On being asked about her experience, 
Manisha has no hesitation to call herself  

the rookiest of all racers, but explained how 
she chased her dreams in the matter of a 
fortnight and even taking a short break from 
her busy acting career.

“I can’t express my experience in words, 
being the rookiest of the racers, I am proud 
of my performance on debut. My mentors 
Saroj and Rohit Khanna taught us really 
well as we didn’t have much time.”

“Sixty girls were selected from all over 
India and trained for two days, and then six 
girls with the best lap time were selected,” 
she explained.

Manisha, however went on to explain 
that her main intention was to inspire 
young girls to battle all odds and take up 
the sport.

“We have a huge potential in our coun-
try, but where we lack is channelising that 
talent. Lack of sponsors is also another rea-
son but companies like JK Tyre have been 
phenomenal in their support.

“These kinds of talent hunts help in un-
raveling the raw talent,” she said.

Dentist Ritika also had a similar story. 
She became confident after taking part in 
the Desert Storm last year.

“It was after the Desert Storm my 
navigator motivated me to take up racing 
professionally. Being a passionate driver, 
having done all the forms including off-
roading and rally, this was something 
which I was waiting for a long time,” Ri-
tika told IANS.

The team also includes two mothers 
Diana Pundole and Natasha Shah, and 
Phoebe Nongrum, an aspiring IAS of-
ficer from Shillong, who are stand-bys and 
awaiting their chance of racing in the next 
three rounds.

While the first round got off success-
fully, with Hataria just about managing the 
hefty season fees of nearly Rs 80 lakh, the 
team owner is keeping his fingers crossed 
on the future as he dreams of having an all-
girls team a routine affair.

(Tridib Baparnash can be contacted at 
tridib.b@ians.in)
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Railways to seek INR 2,500 cr. 
loan through IRFC for CCTV project 

Gangster Munna Bajrangi shot dead 
in UP jail; family claims conspiracy

Tata Sons welcomes NCLT 
verdict; Mistry to challenge ruling

Provide free 
treatment to poor : SC 
to private hospitals

SC bans outsiders from offering namaz in Taj mosque

IIT Delhi, IISc among six Institutions of Eminence

Minor girls’ confinement: FIR registered; 
‘godman’ Dixit’s possible links being probed

SC open to 
live-stream its 
proceedings

No rift between BJP and JD (U), no 
hurry to sort out seat-sharing – Nitish

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): 
Unable to get further allo-
cations from the Finance 
Ministry under the Nirb-
haya Fund, Indian Rail-
ways is exploring the loan 
route to raise INR 2,500 
crore to install CCTVs at 
all stations and coaches 
to ensure state-of-the-art 
surveillance systems in 
the entire rail network 
across the country.

The loan is to be raised 
through Indian Railways 
Finance Corporation 
(IRFC), the finance arm of 
the national transporter. It 
raises financial resources 
for expansion and run-
ning from the capital mar-
kets and other avenues.

There is a total require-
ment of INR 3,000 crore 
for the CCTV project, out 
of which Rs 500 crore has 
already been allocated 
by the Finance Ministry 
under the Nirbhaya Fund.

“While 436 stations 
are being equipped with 
CCTVs, 547 more stations 
would be covered un-
der the Nirbhaya Fund 

this year,” a senior Rail-
way Ministry official told 
IANS.

Giving top priority to 
safety and security at rail 
premises, the Budget for 
2018-19 had approved 
CCTV systems in 58,276 
coaches and 5,121 sta-
tions in the Indian rail 

network.
However, the Railways 

could not get the Finance 
Ministry’s nod for further 
allocation under Nirb-
haya Fund and was told to 
raise resources on its own.

So it has been decided 
to raise INR 2,500 crore 
through IRFC, with Railtel 

repaying the loan. Railtel, 
the telecom wing of the 
Railways, is responsible 
for executing the CCTV 
projects.

Raising loan through 
IRFC will be preferable 
for the Railways as against 
taking market loan.

According to a revised 

plan, 42,000 coaches 
and about 5,000 stations 
would be equipped with 
CCTV system to strength-
en safety and security of 
passengers.

“We will begin with 
AC coaches and subse-
quently other coaches 
would also be covered,” 
said the official. “While 
each coach will have eight 
CCTV cameras cover-
ing the entry gates, aisle 
and vestibules, all cru-
cial points at stations will 
have the systems.”

Railways has identi-
fied 10,349 coaches of 
suburban trains, 4,038 
coaches of premier trains 
like Rajdhani and Shat-
abdi, and about 27,000 
coaches of superfast and 
express trains to be cov-
ered under the CCTV sur-
veillance system.

All mail, express and 
premier trains, as well as 
local passenger services, 
will be equipped with the 
modern surveillance sys-
tems in the next two years 
as per the plan.

Lucknow, July 9 (IANS): 
Dreaded gangster Munna 
Bajrangi was shot dead 
inside a high security pris-
on in Baghpat in Uttar 
Pradesh early on Monday, 
causing a major embar-
rassment to the Yogi Adi-
tyanath government.

The 51-year-old crimi-
nal was shot 10 times in 
the head and chest from 
close range with a sophis-
ticated handgun and his 
body was then dumped 
into a gutter inside the 
prison premises, a police 
officer said.

What has embarrassed 
the government and the 
police is the fact that a 
high-tech pistol found its 
way inside the prison and 
almost in the same man-
ner disappeared after the 
crime. 

Chief Minister Adi-
tyanath ordered the sus-
pension of four prison 
officials, including the 
jailor and deputy jailor, 
following the incident and 
vowed to take stringent 
action against the guilty. 

His lawyer called it a 
“staged killing” and said 
the “administration and 
the state government had 

forced the jail authori-
ties” to bring the unwell 
Bajrangi to Baghpat, set-
ting aside pleas that the 
hearing be done through 
video conferencing. 

His wife Seema Singh 
had alleged some 10 days 
back that a conspiracy 
was being hatched by the 
Special Task Force (STF) of 
the Uttar Pradesh police 
to eliminate her husband.

Bajrangi, who carried 
a reward of Rs 7 lakh on 
his head, was shifted to 
the Baghpat prison from 
Jhansi jail late on Sunday 
for a hearing in a district 
court.

Bajrangi, whose writ 
once ran large and wide 
in the eastern part of the 
state for almost three 
decades, was locked in 
an extortion case filed 
two years back by former 
Baghpat legislator Lokesh 
Dixit.

He was kept in a soli-
tary cell. 

Some sources said that 
the initial suspicion of 
the murder was on Sunil 
Rathi, another gangster 
languishing in the Bagh-
pat jail.

The lawyer and fam-

ily members of Bajrangi 
refuted this theory, saying 
the two had no animosity 
that could have led to the 
killing. 

Bajrangi, who escaped 
two gun battles with po-
lice, once in New Delhi 
and another in Kolkata, 
was known to have killed 
40 persons, including 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) legislator Krishnan-
ad Rai and BJP leader Ram 
Chandra Singh.

Vikram Singh, a former 
Director General of Police 
of Uttar Pradesh, said that 
though the deceased had 
a long criminal history, 
his killing inside a prison 
raised serious doubts on 
the security of jails in the 
state.

Bajrangi was arrested 
from Mumbai’s Malad 
area by Delhi Police on 
October 29, 2009 and has 
been languishing in jails 
ever since. 

His killing assumes 
significance as human 
rights groups have been 
questioning the series of 
police “encounters” in the 
state leading to the death 
of criminals and those ac-
cused of crime.

New Delhi, July 9 (PTI): 
Tata Sons today said the 
NCLT order dismissing 
pleas of Cyrus Mistry vin-
dicates that the group and 
its operating firms have 
always acted in a fair man-
ner even as Mistry said 
he would challenge the 
ruling.

In a legal battle run-
ning for nearly two years, 
the National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT ), 
Mumbai today dismissed 
the pleas of Mistry chal-
lenging his removal as Tata 
Sons Chairman in October 
2016.

Welcoming the order, 
Tata Sons Chairman N 
Chandrasekaran hoped 
“that a finality will be given 
to the judgement of NCLT, 
by all concerned in the 
larger interest of compa-
nies, the shareholders and 
the public”.

“The judgement has 
only reaffirmed and vindi-
cated that Tata Sons and its 
operating companies have 

always acted in a fair man-
ner and in the best interest 
of its stakeholders,” he said 
in a statement.

The Tata Group has al-
ways been committed and 
will continue to be com-
mitted to transparency 
and good corporate gov-
ernance of global stand-
ards, he added.

On the other hand, a 
statement from Mistry’s 
office described the rul-
ing as “disappointing al-
though not surprising”. 

“We will continue to 
strive for ensuring good 
governance and protec-
tion of interests of minor-
ity shareholders and all 
stakeholders in Tata Sons 
from the wilful brute rule 
of the majority,” the state-
ment added.

An order of  NCLT 
can be challenged be-
fore the National Com-
p a n y  L a w  Ap p e l l a t e 
Tribunal(NCLAT).

NCLT in today’s ruling 
said it was not accepting 

Mistry’s contentions that 
his removal was due to 
the result of misman-
agement by the board 
and oppression of minor-
ity shareholders of the 
group.

Two months after 
Mistry was ousted as Tata 
Sons Chairman in Octo-
ber 2016, he and his fam-
ily-run investment firm, 
Cyrus Investments, moved 
the NCLT.

They moved the tribu-
nal as minority sharehold-
ers against the corporate 
monolith and others, in-
cluding Ratan Tata, alleg-
ing oppression and mis-
management. 

According to the state-
ment issued by Mistry’s 
office today, matters like 
TTSL, Air Asia, ‘recovery of 
dues’ from serial entrepre-
neur C Sivasankaran, non-
closure of a loss-making 
Nano, a struggling resolu-
tion of Tata Steel Europe 
and all present serious 
issues will be pursued.

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): The Su-
preme Court on Monday said all 
private hospitals in the national 
capital, which were given land on 
concessional rate, must provide 
free treatment to certain percent-
age of poor patients.

Providing treatment to the 
poor was one of the clauses in 
the lease deed due to which land 
was given to hospitals at a very 
cheap price. It is mandatory for 
private hospitals, built on land 
allocated by the government on 
concessional rates, to provide 10 
per cent treatment to In Patient 
Department (IPD) and 25 per 
cent to Out Patient Department 
(OPD) for free.

A bench headed by Justice 
Arun Mishra said any resistance 
by the hospitals would lead to 
cancellation of the lease and 
sought periodical report on com-
pliance of its order from the Delhi 
government.

The bench said it will monitor 
functioning of private hospitals 
to ensure that the poor patients 
are treated free of cost.

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Monday re-
fused to allow outsiders to offer 
‘namaz’ at a mosque in the Taj 
Mahal premises, saying the his-
toric monument, which is one of 
the seven wonders of the world, 
“must be protected”.

A bench headed by Justice A.K. 
Sikri and Justice Ashok Bhushan 
said there was no need to perform 
prayers at the Taj Mahal only as 
it dismissed a plea filed against 
Agra authorities’s order debarring 
outsiders from offering prayers on 
Fridays at the mosque inside the 

Taj Mahal complex.
“Why should people go to the 

Taj Mahal for prayers, there are 
other mosques also where they 
can offer their prayers,” asked 
the bench after petitioner Syed 
Ibrahim Hussain Zaidi, president 
of Taj Mahal Masjid Manage-
ment Committee, contended 
that several tourists visit the city 
throughout the year and the 
order to restrain them from offer-
ing their prayers at the complex 
was “illegal”.

The district administration, 
to ensure foolproof security to 

the world heritage site, on Janu-
ary 24, ordered that only those 
with valid identity cards would 
be allowed entry to the monu-
ment complex to offer prayers 
on Fridays - when the Taj Mahal 
remains closed for tourists.

The order, which held that 
entry of outsiders could adverse-
ly affect the security of the mon-
ument, came following com-
plaints that outsiders, including 
Bangladeshis and non-Indians, 
enter the Taj Mahal complex on 
Fridays on the pretext of offering 
prayers.

Jaipur, July 9 (PTI): An FIR was 
registered after 67 minor girls were 
rescued from a hotel in Rajsthan’s 
Rajsamand district last week, the 
police said today, even as a mem-
ber of the state Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights asserted 
that the incident is linked to self-
styled godman Virendra Dev Dixit’ 
ashram.

The girls, aged between five 
and 16 years, hailing from Nepal, 
and many Indian states, including 
Chhattisgarh, Bihar and Madhya 
Pradesh, were rescued from the 
hotel by a joint team of the police 
and the children welfare commit-
tee (CWC) on July 4.

The police have said they are 
probing if the organisation that 
had wrongfully confined the girls 
had links to Dixit.

“We have registered an FIR 
against unnamed accused. We are 
investigating whether the organi-
sation that wrongfully confined 
the girls has links to Virdendra Dev 
Dixit,” SHO Rajnagar police station 
Dinesh Kumar said. 

S P Singh, a member of Ra-
jasthan State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights, said 
the organisation that illegally 
confined the minors was linked to 
the ashram of self-styled godman 
Dixit.

“The links of organisation that 
wrongfully confined the girls at a 
hotel have been found with the 
ashram of absconding spiritual 
guru Virendra Dev Dixit,” Singh 
told PTI. 

He said that they have written 
to the respective states to which 
the girls belong, in order to verify 
the identity of the girls so that 
they can be handed over to their 
biological parents only. 

Singh said that the girls had 
been secretly shifted from Sirohi 
to Rajsamand district. 

“The functioning of organisa-
tion which wrongfully confined 
the girls is sanctioned for Sirohi 
district. They do not have the right 
to transport and lodge minors in 
other districts without prior in-
formation of the CWCs of Sirohi 

and Rajsamand,” chairperson of 
children welfare committee in 
Rajsamand, Bhawna Paliwal, said.

According to the police, the 67 
girls were rescued from Raj Mahal 
Hotel under Rajnagar police sta-
tion limits last Wednesday. The 
girls belonged to Nepal and India’s 
Haryana, Assam, Bengal, Odisha, 
Delhi, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Sikkim 
states. 

The rescued girls have been 
temporarily kept at a shelter home 
run by Asra Vikas Sansthan in Ra-
jsamand. 

The CWC had lodged a com-
plaint with the Rajnagar police 
station, following which an FIR 
was registered against unnamed 
accused under IPC sections 342 
(wrongful confinement), 370 
(buying or disposing of any per-
son as a slave), 370 (5) (trafficking 
of more than one person) and 
sections 42, 75 of Juvenile Justice 
Act on July 7.

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): 
In a step aimed at bring-
ing transparency and 
accountability, the Su-
preme Court on Mon-
day said it was open to 
live-streaming its pro-
ceedings under “com-
prehensive and holistic 
guidelines.”

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
A.M. Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud 
said if they go for live-
streaming then it would 
start off with one court as 
a pilot project and then 
be extended to the rest of 
its courts.

The bench sought the 
advice of Attorney Gen-
eral K.K. Venugopal and 
other senior lawyers on 
the process.

Venugopal told the 
court that the govern-
ment would set up a 
dedicated channel on 
the lines of the Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha TVs if 
the court decided to go 
for live telecast of its pro-
ceedings.

Justice Chandrachud 
said the live-streaming 
of the top court proceed-
ings would bring trans-
parency and access to 
justice. He said litigants 
would know what tran-
spired at the hearing of 
their cases.

“I may not be present 
in the court yet I will 
be able to know what is 
happening,” said Justice 
Chandrachud.

Patna, July 9 (PTI): Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar today dismissed re-
ports of any “rift” between his Janata 
Dal (United) and ally BJP over sharing 
of seats in the upcoming Lok Sabha 
polls, adding that he was in no hurry 
to resolve the thorny matter. 

He made it clear that his party’s 
alliance with the BJP was limited to 
Bihar, a reason why the JD(U) had 
been fielding candidates in a number 
of states against the BJP.

Kumar, however, asserted that the 
question of his party becoming a part 
of an anti-BJP alliance elsewhere did 
not arise.

“I am sitting here alongside (Dep-
uty Chief Minister) Sushil Kumar 
Modi. It is amply clear that the gov-
ernment is functioning well and there 
is no problem between the two par-
ties,” the chief minister told reporters 
on the sidelines of his weekly public 
interaction programme Lok Samvad.

The JD(U) supremo was reply-
ing to queries about reports of sim-
mering discontent within the Bihar 
NDA where his own party has been 
insisting on playing the role of a ‘big 
brother’ even as the other constitu-
ents (of the alliance)--the BJP, LJP and 
RLSP-- have been reluctant in giving 
up their respective seats.

“I do not wish to comment on 
what has been going on in the media. 
It is all hot air. All the issues relating to 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections will be 
sorted out in due course and the out-
come would be made public. There is 
no hurry,” he said.

Kumar also confirmed that a meet-
ing with BJP president Amit Shah, 
who is scheduled to visit the Bihar 
capital on July 12, was on the cards. 
Though, he did not elaborate what 
was likely to be the agenda.

Speculations are rife that Shah and 
Kumar will thrash out the issue of seat 
sharing in the meeting. 

Kumar’s return to the NDA fold last 
year after the disintegration of Grand 

Alliance, comprising JD(U), RJD and 
Congress, has made the issue of seat 
sharing among coalition partners 
prickly.

The BJP along with its allies LJP 
(of Union minister Ram Vilas Paswan) 
and RLSP (of Union minister Upendra 
Kushwaha) had won 31 seats out of a 
total of 40 Lok Sabha seats in Bihar in 
2014 Lok Sabha polls. 

The saffron party had won 22 
seats while LJP bagged six and RLSP 
3. The JD(U) which teamed up with 
Left parties could win only two seats 
in the polls.

Asked about the JD(U)’s recent an-
nouncement to contest the upcoming 
assembly polls in a number of states, 
including BJP-ruled ones like Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh, Kumar said it 
was done in the past too.

“We have done so in the past. We 
fought and won a seat in Nagaland (in 
February this year).

 We contested in Karnataka (in 
May last) where our party unit com-
prises a number of leaders with so-
cialist background. 

This creates no problems or confu-
sion as it has always been our stated 
position that the alliance between 
JD(U) and BJP is limited to Bihar”, the 
chief minister clarified. 

Asked about a possibility of hav-
ing a truck with the Congress, Kumar 
evaded a direct reply, but remarked 
that he was not the Congress presi-
dent to answer the query. 

Some Congress Legislators in Bi-
har have reportedly sought Kumar’s 
return to the anti-BJP alliance. Con-
gress in-charge of the state Shakti 
Singh Gohil also backed Kumar’s 
demand for special category status 
for Bihar.

Asked about his recent remarks 
that there were plans to eliminate his 
party, the JD(U) president said he had 
made the observation in the light of 
what he had been noticing on social 
media.

New Delhi, July 9 (IANS): 
The Union Human Re-
source Development 
(HRD) Ministry on Mon-
day announced that 
six institutes -- three 
private and three pub-
lic -- as Institutions of 
Eminence(IoE), entitling 
them to more autonomy 
and grants from the gov-
ernment.

The Indian Institute of 
Technology-Delhi, Indian 
Institute of Technology-
Bombay and Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bengaluru 

were the three public in-
stitutes announced as 
IoE. They will get Rs 1,000 
crore from the govern-
ment in the next five 
years. 

From the private sec-
tor, BITS Pilani, Manipal 
Academy of Higher Edu-
cation and JIO Institute by 
Reliance Foundation were 
granted the status. 

“This decision is a 
landmark decision for the 
following reasons: this 
was never thought of and 
tried; it is more than a 

graded autonomy, it is re-
ally full autonomy to the 
institutes; the institutes 
can take their own deci-
sions,” HRD Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar tweeted. 

As per the University 
Grants Commission (In-
stitutions of Eminence 
Deemed to be Universi-
ties) Regulations, 2017, 
the Ministry was to se-
lect 20 IoEs -- 10 private 
and 10 public -- and had 
formed a high-level com-
mittee to shortlist the en-
tries solicited from the 

institutes on the basis of 
their research calibre and 
other criteria. 

According to a govern-
ment statement issued 
earlier, these IoEs will 
have greater autonomy 
in that they will be able 
to admit foreign students 
up to 30 per cent of the 
admitted students and re-
cruit foreign faculty up to 
25 per cent of the faculty 
strength. 

They can also offer on-
line courses up to 20 per 
cent of its programmes.
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UK’s Brexit minister resigns 
London, July 9 (PTI): 
Britain’s Brexit minister 
David Davis today resigned 
from the Cabinet stating 
policy differences over 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s exit plan from the 
European Union (EU) but 
insisted that he had no 
plans of  backing a revolt 
against her.

The resignation is a 
blow to May as she seeks to 
win over Eurosceptic MPs 
to her proposed Brexit vi-
sion, which would form the 
basis of the UK’s position in 
ongoing talks with the EU.

The Secretary of  State 
for Exiting the EU said he 
remained “unpersuaded” 
about the government’s ne-
gotiating position, just days 
after May had rallied her 
Cabinet to a crucial away 
day at her country retreat, 
Chequers, to thrash out a 
“collective” position on the 
issue.

In his resignation letter, 
Davis said it looked “less 
and less likely” the Conserv-
ative party would deliver 
on the Brexit result and the 
commitment to leave the 
EU Customs Union and 
Single Market dubbed by 
many as a “soft” Brexit.

“The general direction 
of  policy will leave us in 
at best a weak negotiating 
position, and possibly an 
inescapable one,” Davis 
wrote.

“I am also unpersuaded 
that our negotiating ap-
proach will not just lead to 
further demands for conces-
sion,” he said in the letter 
addressed to May.

He ended the letter by 
saying that May needs “an 
enthusiastic believer in your 

PTI

Britain’s Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union (Brexit Minister) David Davis during a debate on 
the European Union Withdrawal Bill in the House of Commons in London on June 20.

PTI

An ambulance with flashing lights leaves the cave rescue area in Mae 
Sai, Chiang Rai province, northern Thailand, Monday, July 9.

PTI

A helicopter flies over a flooded housing area in Kurashiki, Okayama prefecture, western Japan Monday, July 9

Detained Reuters journalist Wa Lone (2-L) is escorted out of court by police as he lets go of his pregnant wife’s 
(2-R) hand after a trial at the court in Yangon, Myanmar, on July 9.

United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur to Myanmar Yanghee Lee.

Thai cave rescue: 4 more 
boys rescued by divers

Little chance of Myanmar 
ICC trial — Yanghee Lee

Imran Khan unveils 
PTI manifesto

Japan floods toll increase to 104 

Tragic turn of the screw for jailed Reuters journalists as case goes to trial 

Dhaka, July 9 (AFP): A top 
UN rights expert said Ro-
hingya were still being per-
secuted inside Myanmar but 
warned there is little chance 
perpetrators will end up in the 
dock because they are protect-
ed by powerful foreign allies.

UN special rapporteur to 
Myanmar Yanghee Lee made 
the stark comments during 
a visit to Bangladesh where 
more than 700,000 of  the 
Muslim minority have fled a 
massive security crackdown 
by Myanmar’s military since 
last August.

The UN’s rights watchdog 
and US have accused Myan-
mar of  ethnic cleansing after 
refugees, rights groups and 
reporters documented har-
rowing tales of  rape, murder 
and razed villages since the 
crackdown began in response 
to a series of  ambushes by 
Rohingya militants.

“Systematic violence tar-
geting against the remaining 
Rohingya population con-
tinues,” the South Korean 
academic told reporters in 
Dhaka after visiting camps 
in Bangladesh’s south where 
some one million Rohingya 
refugees now reside.

But she tempered expecta-
tions that Myanmar’s generals 
would see the inside of  the 
International Criminal Court 
in the Hague any time soon, 
suggesting Russia and China 
will shield them.

Islamabad, July 9 (IANS): Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf  Chairman and cricketer-turned-politician 
Imran Khan on Monday unveiled his party’s 
manifesto for the general elections, announcing 
that he would turn the country into a welfare 
state if  voted to power.

Titled “Road to Naya Pakistan”, the mani-
festo’s primary point is to turn the country into 
an Islamic welfare state, a model the principles 
of  which are followed in the Scandinavian 
countries, Khan was quoted as saying by Dawn 
online. 

He said his party would safeguard national 
security and defeat the terrorists’ narrative, hu-
man resources, finances and weaponry to tackle 
the internal threats the country faces. In order 
to curb the proliferation of  arms and ammuni-
tion at international level, the PTI government 
would also invite India for strategic discussions, 
Khan said.

Talking about the issue of  corruption, he 
said: “We will make the National Account-
ability Bureau (anti-graft body) autonomous 
and pursue all cases of  corruption,” Khan said, 
adding that “we will empower the people and 
devolve the power to the village level”.

“We will introduce a non-political model of  
policing like the one in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to the rest of  the provinces as well. And to 
ensure that Pakistanis get instant and quality 
justice, we will introduce comprehensive judi-
cial reforms.”

Khan outlined the major issues of  all the 
regions and vowed to resolve them. The PTI 
chief  further said his party would boost the 
economy by creating 10 million jobs and pro-
moting small-to-mid-level industries. 

“We will make Pakistan business-friendly 
and turn the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor into a game-changer by enhancing bilateral 
relations.”

The manifesto, he said, also has plans for 
introducing educational reforms in schools, 
religious seminaries and vocational centres.

Tokyo, July 9 (IANS): The 
death toll from devastating 
floods resulting from torren-
tial rains pounding Japan 
has increased to 104, with 
56 others reported missing, 
authorities said on Monday.

The rains since July 5, 
especially in the western 
prefecture of  Hiroshima 
and the southwestern pre-
fecture of  Ehime, caused 
floods and landslides that 
destroyed thousands of  
houses and completely cut 
off  several towns, reports 
Efe news.

In Hiroshima prefec-
ture, at least 42 people died 
in accidents caused by the 
heavy downpour and an-
other three were seriously 
injured.

Another 23 people were 
killed in Ehime, according 
to latest official figures.

Some 73,000 troops 

of  the Japan Self-Defence 
Forces, police and fire-
fighters are still working 
on search and rescue op-
erations, said government 
spokesperson Yoshihide 
Suga.

Seven helicopters have 
also been deployed to rescue 
people, who took shelter on 
terraces and roofs of build-
ings to escape the flooding 
at a press conference.

The search for the miss-
ing is underway, Japanese 
public broadcaster NHK 
reported.

Over two million people 
have been asked to evacuate 
from their homes.

About 364 mm of rain 
fell in some two hours over 
the weekend in the city of  
Uwajima - approximate-
ly 1.5 times the average 
monthly rainfall for July, 
according to NHK.

Sukumo city in Kochi 
prefecture received 263 mm 
of rain in almost the same 
period of time.

Transportation services 
have been severely disrupt-
ed since the rains began 
on July 5, with Shinkansen 
bullet train services partially 
suspended in most parts of  
western Japan and major 
arterial highways partially 
closed.

Manufacturing was also 
hit hard by the heavy down-
pour and flooding, as major 
carmakers such as Mazda 
Motor Corp and Mitsubishi 
Motors Corp and manu-
facturer such as Panasonic 
Corp suspending operations 
at some plants in western 
Japan.

The rains are the deadli-
est to hit Japan since August 
2014, when 77 people died 
in Hiroshima.

Yangon, July 9 (Agen-
cies): Myanmar Judge Ye 
Lwin has decided to pro-
ceed to trial with charges 
against two Reuters jour-
nalists accused of  violating 
Myanmar’s colonial-era 
Official Secrets Act in their 
coverage of  the Rakhine 
crisis.

The decision was an-
nounced in a hearing this 
morning that lasted less 
than 20 minutes.

Both journalists Wa 
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo 
pled not guilty in the hear-
ing.

The trail is set to begin 
on 16 July.

Stephen J Adler, presi-
dent and editor-in-chief, 
Reuters, expressed his dis-
appointment with the turn 
of  events.

“We are deeply dis-
appointed that the court 
declined to end this pro-
tracted and baseless pro-
ceeding against Wa Lone 
and Kyaw Soe Oo. These 
Reuters journalists were 
doing their jobs in an in-
dependent and impartial 

way, and there are no facts 
or evidence to suggest that 
they’ve done anything 
wrong or broken any law. 
They should be released 
and reunited with their 
families, friends, and col-
leagues. Today’s decision 
casts serious doubt on My-
anmar’s commitment to 
press freedom and the rule 
of  law,” said Mr Adler in a 
press statement.

The pictures of  Wa 
Lone’s signature thumbs 
up, of  Kyaw Soe Oo hold-
ing his tiny daughter, had 
started to look eerily simi-
lar as the 29th pre-trial 
hearing approached well 
over six months after they 
were arrested. 

This appears to be only 
the beginning for the pair 
arrested last December 
following their reporting 
on the slayings of  10 Ro-
hingya Muslim men and 
boys in the village of  Inn 
Din.

Despite the fact that 
their work was followed 
by disciplinary actions 
against seven soldiers in-

approach, and not merely a 
reluctant conscript”.

While he accused May 
of  giving away too much, 
too easily to negotiators in 
Brussels, Davis insisted that 
he still believes she is the 
best person for the job of  
delivering Brexit.

“I like Theresa May, I 
think she’s a good Prime 
Minister I won’t be encour-
aging people to do that [re-
place her]. I think it’s the 
wrong thing to do,” he said, 
when asked if  he had plans 
to back a growing rebellion 
within the Conservative 
party.

Davis’ exit has led to 
intense activity among hard 
Brexiteer Tory MPs already 
unhappy with May’s Brexit 
strategy, to raise rallying 
cries for a replacement.

In her own letter, May 
thanked Davis for his serv-
ice, but said: “I do not agree 
with your characterisation 
of  the policy we agreed at 

Cabinet on Friday.” 
Hitting back at his 

claims, the Prime Minister 
sets out 12 points “how we 
will deliver on the result 
of  the referendum and the 
commitments we made in 
our manifesto”.

They include “ending 
free movement”, “a new 
business-friendly customs 
model”, “no more sending 
vast sums of  money each 
year to the EU”, and “no 
hard border between North-
ern Ireland and Ireland”.

“At Chequers on Friday, 
we as the Cabinet agreed a 
comprehensive and detailed 
proposal which provides 
a precise, responsible, and 
credible basis for progress-
ing our negotiations to-
wards a new relationship 
between the UK and the EU 
after we leave in March,” 
May added.

May appointed 44-year-
old eurosceptic junior min-
ister for housing Dominic 

Raab to be Britain’s new 
Brexit minister.

She is set to make a 
statement in the House of  
Commons later on Monday 
before facing her disgrun-
tled party MPs at a meeting 
of  the powerful backbench 
1922 Committee. A lead-
ership contest would be 
triggered if  48 Conservative 
MPs formally submit let-
ters, and some have already 
reportedly been sent to the 
Committee.

The key differences 
within the Tories remain 
over how far the UK should 
prioritise the economy by 
compromising on issues.

Davis’ departure from 
the Department for Exiting 
the European Union, which 
he set up from scratch after 
his appointment in the wake 
of the Brexit referendum in 
June 2016, was followed by 
the resignation of  another 
Brexit junior minister, Steve 
Baker. 

The latest move is ex-
pected to put pressure on 
other Eurosceptic ministers, 
already toying with the idea 
of  whether to resign over 
what is being perceived as 
a soft Brexit strategy by 
Theresa May. 

This has led to growing 
doubts about whether the 
British PM, already func-
tioning on a slim majority, 
has the votes to push her 
Brexit plan through Par-
liament should a deal be 
reached with the EU in the 
coming months.

May’s Conservative 
Party only has a majority in 
Parliament with the support 
in key votes of the 10 MPs 
from Northern Ireland’s 
Democratic Unionist Party. 

In a sign of  how deli-
cately positioned the num-
bers are on the govern-
ment’s Brexit strategy, it 
has taken the unusual step 
of  arranging a briefing for 
Opposition Labour MPs on 
the detail of  the Brexit plan 
agreed on Friday.

The prospect of  Brex-
iteer Tories joining forces 
with Opposition parties, de-
spite their own differences, 
to throw out the deal now 
seem more and more likely. 
This would leave the entire 
Brexit process in chaos as 
the March 29, 2019 dead-
line for Britain’s exit from 
the economic bloc nears.

EU leaders have already 
warned that time is run-
ning out to get a Brexit deal 
sorted and the latest Cabi-
net resignation is expected 
to throw the process into 
further disarray as British 
officials prepare to travel to 
Brussels this week for the 
next round of talks.

volved in “clearance oper-
ations” that have resulted 
in more than 700,000 Ro-
hingya fleeing to neigh-
bouring Bangladesh, the 
only thing standing be-

tween the Reuters jour-
nalists and a maximum 
sentence of  14 years in 
prison appears to be the 
claim that they had “se-
cret documents” in their 

possession.
Two police officers, 

Moe Yan Naing and Khin 
Maung Lin, were arrest-
ed at the same time as 
the Reuters journalists 

in December 2017. The 
first went on to offer a 
what was characterised 
as a bombshell testimony 
implicating senior offic-
ers in a plot to entrap the 
reporters, while the other 
was mysteriously absent 
from court when called on 
to testify on June 18.

On top of  this, in a 
recent interview with local 
Myanmar media, defence 
attorney Than Zaw Aung 
said that based on what 
he had been told by his 
clients, the allegedly se-
cret documents contained 
information that was pub-
licly available. He said 
the same for documents 
extracted from the journal-
ists’ phones.

“And if  they were se-
cret papers that had been 
leaked, why not take ac-
tion against the relevant 
departments over the loss 
of  the documents?” Than 
Zaw Aung asked, accord-
ing to the media report.

In addition to the case 
bringing a steady succes-
sion of  witnesses engaged 

in what some observers 
claim are poorly planned 
set-up tactics, the law the 
pair are accused of  violat-
ing a law that has been 
dismissed as a colonial 
relic that is in desperate 
need  o f  amendment , 
namely the requirement 
of  proof  that possession 
of  secret documents poses 
a genuine risk to national 
security.

The ruling National 
League for Democracy-
led government had been 
mute on the case until 
State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi offered oddly 
contradictory statements 
in a June 8 interview with 
Japanese  broadcas ter 
NHK that the Reuters 
journalists “broke the Of-
ficial Secret Act,” but that, 
“we cannot say whether 
they were guilty or not.”

Rights groups have ex-
pressed their concerns over 
the case. 

Human Rights Watch 
as an example claims the 
case smacked of  the “tac-
tics long-favoured by past 

military juntas.” 
There is constant un-

certainty on the part of  
the media in Myanmar as 
to what can and cannot be 
published, with charges 
under Article 66(d) of  the 
2013 Telecommunications 
Law becoming a favourite 
for muzzling reporting 
deemed to be sensitive. 
Even when charges are dis-
missed, the lives of  these 
journalists are turned up-
side down when they are 
unable to make bail and 
are forced to fight for their 
freedom from the inside 
of  a cell.

At the very least, this 
type of  legal harassment 
sends a very strong mes-
sage from the state that a 
line has been crossed. 

Clearly defining these 
lines will require clearly 
defined laws – laws that 
allow journalists like Wa 
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo 
to pursue their profession 
with dignity and within 
their legal rights. For that, 
Myanmar appears to have 
a long way to go.

Bangkok, July 9 (IANS): 
Four more boys were rescued 
on Monday by divers from 
a flooded cave in northern 
Thailand, where 12 of them 
and their soccer coach have 
been trapped for more than 
two weeks, authorities said.

Four boys were taken out 
from the Tham Luang cave 
complex during a successful 
first operation on Sunday, 
while four more were safely 
brought out on the second 
day of  rescue operation. 
Now, five people, including 
coach Ekapol Chantawong 
remain inside the cave.

The identities of  the 
rescued boys were not 
confirmed. The group got 
trapped in the cave on June 
23 after heavy rains caused 
flooding. They were found 
alive last week by divers.

The Thai Navy Seals 
confirmed the rescue. The 
public television broadcast 
live video of  medivac heli-
copters landing close to a 
hospital in the city of Chiang 
Rai. They were believed to 
be ferrying the rescued boys, 
the BBC reported. 

The same divers who 
managed to rescue the first 
group of boys were involved 
in the second operation. Of-
ficials said that conditions 
were as good as they were 
on Sunday and that rain did 
not affect water levels inside 
the cave.

Prime Minister Pray-
ut Chan-O-Cha delayed a 

“As you know referral to 
the ICC under the current 
structure of  the international 
fora is that (the UN) Security 
Council has to refer to the 
ICC,” she said.

“As you know there are 
two permanent seats in the 
ICC that are friends of  My-
anmar that will not make this 
happen,” she added.

She did not name the 
countries, but previously per-
manent members Russia and 
China have supported Myan-
mar in the Security Council 
and defended it from further 
censure.

Myanmar has vehemently 
denied ethnic cleansing accu-
sations, portraying its crack-
down as a legitimate response 
to the threat posed by the 
Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army, a small terrorist outfit.

But critics say Myanmar’s 
military have long deployed 
scorched earth tactics against 
civilians to punish militant 
groups in rebel areas and 
point to decades of  state 
sponsored persecution of  the 
Rohingya.

The Muslim minority are 
widely loathed by many in 
Buddhist majority Myanmar, 
where they were stripped of  
citizenship and branded ille-
gal immigrants from Bangla-
desh despite calling Rakhine 
their homeland.

Early this week UN Sec-
retary General Antonio Gu-
terres said he heard “unimagi-
nable” accounts of  atrocities 
during a visit to Bangladesh’s 
refugee camps and called for 
Myanmar to be held respon-
sible for “crimes” against the 
Rohingya.

planned visit to the site so 
as not to disrupt the rescue 
mission. He had been due at 
the site in the evening.

Rescue mission chief  
Narongsak Osottanakorn 
said physical contact of  the 
rescued with their loved ones 
would be avoided until a 
risk of infection had passed, 
though contact through glass 
or at a distance might be al-
lowed.

A team of  90 expert 
divers -- 40 from Thailand 
and 50 from overseas -- are 
working in the cave sys-
tem. They are guiding the 
boys through darkness and 
submerged passageways to-
wards the mouth of the cave 
system.

The process includes a 
mixture of walking, wading, 
climbing and diving along 
guide ropes already in place. 
Wearing full-face masks, 

easier for novice divers than 
traditional respirators, each 
boy was being accompanied 
by two divers.

The toughest part is 
about halfway out at a sec-
tion named “T-Junction”, 
which is so tight the divers 
have to take off  their air 
tanks to get through.

Beyond that a cavern 
-- called Chamber 3 -- has 
been turned into a forward 
base for the divers. The boys 
can rest there before making 
the last, easier walk out to 
the entrance. 

The boys, aged between 
11 and 16, were found inside 
the cave by British rescue 
divers a week ago, about 4 
km from the cave mouth. 
They belong to a football 
club called the Wild Boars 
and became trapped dur-
ing an excursion with their 
coach.
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Priyanka Chopra to star in 
Shonali Bose’s The Sky Is Pink
Indian actress Priyanka Chopra has been roped in director-writer 
Shonali Bose’s next titled “The Sky Is Pink” and has already 
started prepping for the Hindi film. Priyanka on Sunday night 
shared a photograph of the film’s draft on her Instagram stories. 
The draft also mentioned that the film is written by Bose. She 
captioned it: “And it begins... Prep. Hindi movie.” The 
“Mary Kom” actress later posted a photograph of herself 
in a car enjoying looking at the Mumbai rains.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: 
Sanju (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

R
apper XXX-
Tentacion had 
signed a deal 
worth $10 
million with 

music distributor Empire 
to release his next album 
before he was shot dead in 
Florida.

XXXTentacion, whose 
given name is Jahseh 
Onfroy, had released two 
full-length albums during 
a short but fruitful career 
- “17” in 2017 and “?” in 
2018, as well as a number 
of mixtapes and one-off 
tracks.

Ghazi Shami, the 
founder of Empire, said 
that XXXTentacion had 
finished “a significant 
amount of material” for 
the new record, but there 
were no firm plans for its 
release, reports nytimes.
com. 

Because of a 
clause in XXXTenta-

cion’s 
last record 
contract, 
the forth-
coming 
posthumous release won’t 
drop before October.

The late rapper’s 
following has grown in 
size since his death, and 
even before his murder, 
in spite a short ban from 

Spotify playlists under the 
streamer’s former “hateful 
conduct” policy. 

“Sad” returned to 
the top of consumption 
charts, as did both of his 
albums to the Billboard 
200, and currently boasts 
more than 380 million 
streams on Spotify.

XXX died on June 18 
at the age of 20 after he 
was wounded in a South 

Florida shooting. Accord-
ing to police, two armed 
suspects pursued XXX 
as he was leaving RIVA 
Motorsports in Deerfield 
Beach. At least one of the 
two suspects shot at XXX, 
fatally wounding him 
before fleeing the scene in 
an SUV in what investiga-
tors have called a possible 
robbery.

An open-casket view-
ing and memorial 

took place on June 
27 which drew 
thousands of 

mourners to the 
20,000-capacity BB&T 
Center in Sunrise Florida.

IANS

C
anadian singer, actor and 
songwriter Justin Bieber and 
television personality Hailey 
Baldwin have got engaged in 
Bahamas, according to US 

media reports.
The “Baby” hitmaker proposed to 

Baldwin at a resort in the Bahamas on 
July 7, reports TMZ.

Citing two eyewitness accounts, 
TMZ said everyone was at a restaurant on 
the property doing salsa dancing when 
Bieber’s security told everyone to put their 
phones away because something special 
was about to happen. Then Bieber pro-
posed in front of everyone.

Another source told TMZ that the 
couple got engaged that night.

Bieber and Baldwin have been seeing 
each other again for a month now. They 
are no strangers to each other as they had 
been dating once earlier and came back 
together after Bieber and Selena Gomez 
broke up.

While no word has come about the 
engagement from Bieber or his lady love 
directly, the former’s parents seemed to 
be excited about something new.

His father Jeremy posted a pho-
tograph of the young music star and 

wrote: “Justin Bieber, proud is an under-
statement. Excited for the next chapter!”

Bieber’s mother Pattie 
Mallette tweeted: 

“Love Love Love 
Love Love Love 
Love.”

IANS

S
an Diego 
Comic-Con has 
announced that 
there will be a 
special screening 

of an extended version 
of the recently released 
Ryan Reynolds-starrer 
“Deadpool 2”.

The schedule for July 
21 of the Comic-Con lists 
two “Deadpool” events - a 
panel discussion on the 
film and a showcase of 
“Deadpool 2: Uncut”, Col-
lider reported.

The studio promised 
some “surprises” in the 
screening which will 
more than likely include 
deleted and extended 
scenes.

Director David Leitch 
had confirmed earlier this 
year that the extended 
cut of the film, written 
by Reynolds, Rhett Reese 
and Paul Wernick, was in 
the works.

PTI

L
ajupuLeku, a singing group 
from Chekiye village, has 
released their first music video 
“AkimtheLaghi” (The righteous 
way) on the occasion of Tuluni 

festival celebration on July 8. The music 
video was produced by Musik-A produc-
tion.

The song was composed and pro-
duced by Alobo Naga, while the lyric was 
written by InaholiJakha. The music video 
was recorded by Alem Alia at Tribes 
Studio and cinematography and editing 
was done by Vito Sumi of Reckless films/ 
Newlife Studio. The song is a mixture 
of contemporary pop & Sumi Naga folk 
song.

Commenting on the music video, 
Alobo Naga remarked, “I had this idea 
in my head for a very long 

time about local singing groups (Sumi). 
Most of the songs were very monoto-
nous, follows the same pattern, styles 
& melody since a very long time. So I 
thought why not try to encourage them 
to write songs and compose in different 
styles too.”

Last year, the same women folk from 
Chekiye village had visited Alobo Naga 
for a crash course in contemporary sing-
ing. He had trained them for a week as 
most of them were amateurs and didn’t 
have much idea about music or singing.

“This year I composed this song and 
we started this tiny project. This is an 
experimenting project of mine, hope you 
will be blessed through this song,”Alobo 
added. One could view the music video 
on youtube channel.

EMN

T
he Spice Girls 
star and her 
ex-husband 
owe hundreds 
of thousands 

of dollars dating back to 
2016, with the 43-year-
old star estimating owing 
between $350,000 and 
$650,000 to the IRS just for 
2017, but she has claimed 
she has been unable to 
keep up with her recent 
payments.

According to court 
documents obtained by 
The Blast, Mel’s ‘America’s 
Got Talent’ paycheques 
are now being garnished, 
meaning money to pay 
her bills is automatically 
being deducted before she 
receives her salary.

She said in the docu-
ments: “I do not have the 
financial capabili-
ties at this point to 
pay for these 
community 
property 
debts.”

Mel 
has been 
a judge on 
‘AGT’ since 
2013 but is 
concerned she 
won’t be asked 
back after the cur-
rent season ends 
in September, which 
would worsen her 
financial situation.

She explained: “I 
am currently a 
judge on 
the 
NBC 
tel-

evision show, ‘America’s 
Got Talent’. I am cur-
rently in contract until 
the end of October 2018. 
I do not know if I will be 
asked back as a Judge 
on ‘America’s Got Talent’ 
or if they will renew my 
contract...

“My current state of fi-
nancial affairs is of utmost 
concern due to the fact 
that Stephen and I have 
immense tax debts and 
have been unable to repay 
those debts.”

Despite her finan-
cial worries and bitter 
split from Stephen, Mel 
seemed to have had 
some good news recently 
as she shared a cryptic 
Instagram post last month 
about having found “true 
love” with a mystery man.

femalefirst.co.uk
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I didn’t know the man: 
Robin Wright on allegations 

against Kevin Spacey

Liam Gallagher, Depp are  
‘drinking buddies’

Singer Liam Gallagher has found a new friend in actor 
Johnny Depp to share cigarettes and alcohol with at 
the pub. Gallagher and the “Pirates of the Caribbean” 
actor are alreadyw friends. A source told: “Johnny is 
renting a place close to Liam. They have always really 
got on and now they are drinking buddies. And they 
have a lot in common for the finer things in life.

“Liam has recently been travelling around in private 
jets, so Johnny must be rubbing off on him.”

They are neighbours in North London.
Gallagher normally shuns the showbiz lifestyle - 

preferring his local pub.
The source added: “He thinks Johnny is great and 

has a lot of time for him.”
IANS

Kylie Jenner reveals she got rid  
of her famous lip fillers
Model, entrepreneur and socialite Kylie Jenner has 
revealed she has got rid of her lip fillers.
She opened up about this in response to a comment 
made by her fan on her Instagram picture, reports 
eonline.com.

“She looks like the old Kylie,” the fan wrote.
To this, Jenner wrote: “I got rid of all my fillers.”
Jenner, 20, posted a picture on Instagram with 

her best friend Stassie Karanikolaou, wearing mini-
mal make-up, and no hair extensions, without 
any lip fillers.

On a May 2015 episode of 
“Keeping up with the Kardashi-
ans”, Jenner had confessed 
using fillers to enlarge her lips.

She had said: “I have 
temporary lip fillers. It’s just 
an insecurity of mine and 
it’s what I wanted to do. I 
want to admit to the lips, 
but people are so quick to 
judge me on everything, 
so I might have tiptoed 
around the truth. But I 
didn’t lie.”

Jenner is said to be 
seventh most followed 
celebrity on Instagram. 
She is also the CEO of 
The Kylie Cosmetics 
and holds a huge fan 
base.

IANS

A
ctor Robin Wright has 
weighed upon the sexual 
assault allegations against 
her “House of Cards” co-star 
Kevin Spacey.

In an interview with Savannah 
Guthrie on NBC’s “Today”, Wright was 
asked if there was any red flag regarding 

Spacey’s alleged behaviour on the 
show’s sets.

“Kevin and I knew each 
other between action and cut, 

and in between setups where 
we would giggle. 

“I didn’t really... I didn’t 
know the man. I knew the 

incredible craftsman 
that he is,” Wright 
replied.

Last October, actor 
Anthony Rapp had ac-
cused Spacey of sexual 
assault in an interview 
and had alleged that 
the incident happened 

at a party in 1986, during which the “American 
Beauty” star made sexual advances towards his 
then 14-year-old self.

In response to Rapp’s accusations, Spacey 
issued a statement claiming he did not recall 
the incident, but apologised for what he 
said would have been “deeply inappropriate 
drunken behaviour.” The actor also came out 
in his apology letter.

The allegations led to Spacey’s firing from 
the Netflix show. His character, Frank Un-
derwood, was written out of the series while 
Wright’s Claire Underwood was made the cen-
tral figure in the eight-episode sixth and final 
season, which is expected to air later this year.

Actor Patricia Clarkson, who portrays the 
role of Deputy Undersecretary of Commerce 
for International Trade, Jane Davis, in the 
popular series, recently revealed that Wright 
fought to save the series from getting axed.

Clarkson said Wright worked closely with 
showrunners, Frank Pugliese and Melissa 
James Gibson, to keep the series afloat after 
Spacey was fired by the streaming giant.

PTI
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Lokesh Rahul

Lalthuammawia Ralte

Spain’s football federation on Monday, July 9 says former Barcelona coach Luis Enrique has been appointed 
to take charge of the national team. He replaces Julen Lopetegui who was sacked on the eve of the World Cup 
after accepting the job at Real Madrid.

Lewis Hamilton (R) says he has accepted an apology from Kimi 
Raikkonen (L) for crashing into him on the opening lap of the British 
Grand Prix.

EM Images

Players of Loyola School of Jakhama celebrate after receiving the trophy at the Kohima local ground on Monday.

Former Barca coach Enrique 
tasked with reviving Spain

Hamilton accepts Raikkonen’s apology

Rahul moves to career-high third position in T20I rankingsNaga lad chosen to train in Pro: 
Direct Football Academy, Portugal

FC Goa rope in goalkeeper Lalthuammawia Ralte

Loyola School wins 2nd Kohima district inter-school football tournamentAustralia sweat over injury 
to key test batsman Marsh

Madrid, July 9 (AFP): For-
mer Barcelona coach Luis 
Enrique was appointed 
Spain’s new coach on Mon-
day after previous incum-
bent Julen Lopetegui was 
sacked on the eve of the 
World Cup in what turned 
out to be a disappointing 
campaign.

“Luis Enrique’s ap-
pointment as coach for 
the next two years was ap-
proved unanimously,” Luis 
Rubiales, president of the 
Spanish football federation, 
told reporters.

The 48-year-old will 
have the tough task of 
reviving a national team 
deflated after three con-
secutive failures at major 
tournaments, the latest 
their World Cup loss to 
hosts Russia -- ranked 70th 
in the world -- on penalties 
in the last 16.

Before that, Spain were 
humiliated at the hands 
of the Netherlands in 2014 
and beaten by Italy at Euro 
2016 -- their 2008-2012 
winning streak but a distant 
memory.

Enrique will be taking 
over from Lopetegui, who 
was fired by Rubiales when 
the coach announced he 

had signed to take over at 
Real Madrid.

The national team’s 
then sporting director Fer-
nando Hierro stepped in 
hastily to replace him and 
led Spain to the last 16, be-
fore stepping down after the 
tournament.

Changing the coach two 
days before Spain’s opening 

game did not likely benefit 
the side’s chances.

With Hierro in place, 
however, there were posi-
tive signs against Portugal, 
when Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
free-kick overshadowed an 
assured Spain performance 
in a thrilling 3-3 draw.

But defensive errors and 
tactical rigidity soon came 

to the fore as poor displays 
followed against Iran, Mo-
rocco and Russia.

Enrique will also be tak-
ing over a team without key 
captain Andres Iniesta, who 
has retired from interna-
tional football.
Restoring confidence
He faces the same two-
pronged brief that Lop-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 9 (EMN): 
While most 18 year olds 
just start college and still 
ponder about what to do 
in life, Inito Tuccu from 
Nagaland has already set 
more goals on and off 
the field by being the first 
Naga to be chosen into 
the prestigious Pro:Direct 
Football Academy in Por-
tugal. 

The football obsessed 
18 year old was scouted by 

Aaron Sports Consulting, 
Kolkata that have pro-
grams for children from 
all across the globe that 
need a platform for their 
football playing skills after 
which, prestigious schools 
pick the finest to train with 
them across Europe. 

Tuccus sister added 
that initially Inito had 
moved to Chennai with 
her to pursue his studies 
but through the scouting 
agency, Inito was chosen 

in Pro: Direct Portugal .
Inito is a part of over 

200 young football play-
ers from across the world 
that will be training for a 
month to a year depend-
ing on their performance, 
informed Initos sister.

Pro: Direct is stated to 
have programs devised 
by the Union of Europe-
an Football Associations 
(UEFA) and Football as-
sociation (FA) licensed 
coaches who work to “ex-

acting standards to inspire 
the confidence and de-
velop the technical skills 
required for players to be 
extraordinary”.

Pro: Direct is also in-
formed to have links with 
over 40 professional clubs 
across Portugal. When 
they are ready, all the play-
ers will have the chance to 
showcase their talent to 
these clubs and will be put 
to test against world class 
competition. 

Panjim, July 9 (IANS): FC Goa on Mon-
day announced the signing of 25-year-
old Mizoram goalkeeper Lalthuam-
mawia Ralte from Bengaluru FC.

Ralte is a young, agile goalkeeper 
who started his senior career with 
Shillong Lajong in 2011 and debuted 
against Churchill Brothers the same 
year.  He contributed to Shillong 
Lajong’s success, taking them to the 
semi-finals of the Federation Cup the 
same year.

He joined defending I-league 
champions Bengaluru FC thereafter 
in the summer of 2014 and made his 
debut a few months later. He helped 
Bengaluru FC to the I-league title once 
again in his debut season.

The Mizoram goalkeeper is highly 
rated in and is known to be great with 
his feet. His distribution skill and abil-
ity to react quickly to save shots makes 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 9 (EMN): 
Loyola School, Jakhama 
emerged as the new cham-
pions of the 2nd Kohima 
District Inter-School Foot-
ball Tournament after de-
feating Mount Sinai Higher 
Secondary School via tie-
breaker in the final match 
played at the Khuochiezie 
ground in Kohima on Mon-
day.

Luck did favour Loyola 
School side as they nar-
rowly edged passed Mount 
Sinai HSS 3-2 via tie-break-
er after the match ended 
1-1 in the stipulated time to 
take the title.

In the match, the first 
half saw a goalless draw as 
Mount Sinai relied on set-
pieces but failed to connect 
with the striker. Loyola on 
the other hand was denied 
a goal despite their numer-
ous attempts as they failed 
to create enough chance to 
convert. The best chance 
came in the 30th minute as 
the ball hit the woodwork 
to deny them a goal.

In the second half, 
Loyola finally broke the 

etegui was tasked with two 
years ago: to restore confi-
dence and get fresh blood 
from the younger genera-
tion.

Of  the  star t ing  XI 
against Russia, only Marco 
Asensio will be younger 
than 30 by the time the next 
World Cup comes around. 
Gerard Pique, Sergio Ra-
mos, David Silva, Diego 
Costa and Sergio Busquets 
will all be 33 or older.

It means those left 
from the triple triumph of 
Euro 2008, the 2010 World 
Cup and Euro 2012 will 
either be gone or down to 
the last few and that could 
pave the way for an evolu-
tion of style.

Enrique was Barcelona 
coach for three years from 
May 2014, leading the Cat-
alan giants to the treble of 
La Liga, Copa del Rey and 
Champions League titles 
in his first campaign at the 
helm.

He will be aided by Jose 
Francisco Molina, 47, a for-
mer goalkeeper at Atletico 
Madrid and Deportivo La 
Coruna who played nine 
times for Spain and was 
named as sporting direc-
tor.

London (England), July 9 
(Reuters): Formula One 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
has accepted an apology 
from Kimi Raikkonen and 
recognised that their first 
lap collision in Sunday’s 
British Grand Prix was a 
racing incident and not 
deliberate.

The Mercedes driver, 
who fought back from last 
to second after being sent 
spinning at the third cor-
ner by Ferrari’s Finn, had 
spoken immediately after 
the race of the Italian team’s 
‘interesting tactics’.

Mercedes team boss 
Toto Wolff had suggested 
two collisions between Fer-
raris and his cars in three 
races were either deliberate 
or incompetent.

Ferrari’s Sebastian 
Vettel also collided with 
Mercedes Valtteri Bottas in 
France last month.

“Kimi said sorry and I 
accept it and we move on. 
It was a racing incident and 
nothing more,” Hamilton 
posted on Instagram.

“Sometimes we say 
dumb shit and we learn 
from it.”

Wolff’s comments had 
angered Ferrari principal 
Maurizio Arrivabene, par-
ticularly as he had refer-
enced former Ferrari tech-
nical director James Allison, 
who is now working for 
Mercedes.

“In James Allison’s 
words, ‘do you think it is de-
liberate or incompetence?’. 
So this leaves us with a 
judgement,” the Austrian 
had said.

Arrivabene told Sky Ita-
lia after the race that Allison 
should be ashamed if he 
had said that.

“We’re here in England, 
sometimes they want to 
teach us how to be gentle-
men, and he should start 
first. Really, this annoyed 
me so much,” said the Ital-
ian.

“It’s been a beautiful 
battle, a battle that I think 
the audience appreciated, 

there will be other battles 
where most likely Mercedes 
will win and this is a lesson 
for us to stay classy, a thing 
that they haven’t done to-
day.”

Mercedes defended Al-
lison on Twitter, emphasis-
ing he had not spoken to 
media and there had merely 
been a ‘jokey conversation’ 
during the race that Wolff 
repeated and that had been 
misinterpreted.

“We know it was just a 
stupid mistake on Kimi’s 
part. Like Seb in France. It’s 
the race but it’s still annoy-
ing twice on three GPs,” the 
team said.

Dubai, July 9 (IANS): Top-order bats-
man Lokesh Rahul’s scores of 70, 101 
not out, six and 19 have made him 
India’s highest-ranked batsman in 
Twenty20 Internationals (T20Is) as he 
moved up nine places to a career-high 
third position in the ICC rankings.

Opener Rohit Sharma in 11th 
rank (up by two places) and captain 
Virat Kohli in 12th rank (down by four 
places) are the next highest-ranked 
India batsmen.

Meanwhile, Australia opener Aar-
on Finch became the first player in the 
history of T20Is to break the 900-point 
mark as he moved up three places to 
finish the tri-series in Harare against 
Pakistan and Zimbabwe as the top-
ranked batsman in the shortest format 
of the game.

Finch, who captained Australia to 
the final, had touched the 900-point 
mark following his record-breaking 
knock of 172 (76b, 10x6, 16x4) against 
Zimbabwe in Harare on July 3.

The 31-year-old from Victoria 
eventually finished the T20Is (also 
comprising a one-off against England 
at Edgbaston) in number-one position 
on 891 points.

Finch had started the T20Is in 
fourth position on 763 points and a 
tour aggregate of 391 runs not only 
helped him leapfrog Babar Azam, Co-
lin Munro and Glen Maxwell, but also 
earned him 128 points.

In the latest player rankings, which 
also takes into account India’s 2-0 and 
2-1 series win against Ireland and 
England, respectively, Finch leads 
Pakistan’s left-handed opener Fakhar 
Zaman by 45 points.

Like Finch, Fakhar was in stellar 
form in Harare, when he totaled 278 
runs in the series, including a match-
winning 91 against Australia after 
Pakistan had slumped to two for two 
after being set a victory target of 184.

deadlock through Ketohol 
Thao in the 51st minute. 
But as Loyola defend the 
score, Mount Sinai took on 
the advantage for counter 
attack and resulted in a 
goal from Toshisungzung 
in the 69th minute. The re-

juvenated side looking for 
the winning goal failed to 
score as the match ended 
in 1-1 draw.

In the extra time, both 
teams didn’t create much 
opportunity as the match 
ended. In the penalty 

shootout, Loyola School 
came out victorious with a 
3-2 win.

The winning team 
Loyola School walked home 
with INR 70,000 while the 
runner-up  Mount Sinai 
was awarded with a cash 

prize of INR 40,000.
The two semi-finalists 

i.e. Northfield and Chand-
mari HSS received INR 
20,000 each.

V i n o n g o l  L u h o  o f 
Loyola with seven goals 
was adjudged as the player 

Bengaluru, July 9 (Re-
uters): Depleted Australia 
have concerns over another 
possible injury to one of 
their test players with long-
serving batsman Shaun 
Marsh sustaining a shoul-
der problem while playing 
in a Twenty20 match for 
Glamorgan in Cardiff on 
Sunday.

The 35-year-old was 
helped off the field after 
landing awkwardly while 
trying to stop a boundary in 
the Welsh county’s defeat to 
Sussex in the Vitality Blast 
encounter.

Cricket Australia (CA) 
said they would wait until 
they received a report from 
Glamorgan to decide on a 
course of action for Marsh’s 
recovery.

 “Shaun’s a tough guy, so 
it’s certainly not a bruise the 
way he walked off holding 
his shoulder,” Glamorgan 
coach Robert Croft said. 
“We’ll have to wait and see.

“We hope the scan will 
be favourable.”

of the tournament. The 
‘best cheering school’ was 
awarded to Northfield and 
the best disciplined team 
to Chandmari HSS.

The tournament was 
jointly organised by the 
Royal Club Kohima in col-
laboration with Depart-
ment of School Education 
and Youth Resources & 
Sports where 30 teams 
from around Kohima dis-
trict participated in the 
tournament.

Earlier the valedictory 
function was graced by 
Neikiesalie Kire, advisor 
for Rural Development as 
patron. In his short speech, 
he called on the players to 
take sports seriously and 
not be seasonal player if 
they were to take sports as 
a profession. 

Encourgaing the sports 
person he said with dedi-
cation, commitment and 
determination, we will 
be able to shine. He also 
hoped that the tourna-
ment will expand in the 
future to high school tour-
nament of Nagaland and 
not just Kohima district.

Marsh scored two cen-
turies for Australia in their 
Ashes victory over England 
and another two in a one-
day international series 
defeat against the same 
opponents earlier this year.

Australia will be hoping 
Marsh can recover in time 
for the test tour against 
Pakistan in the United Arab 
Emirates, expected to take 
place in October, especially 
in the absence of banned 
batting trio Steve Smith, 
David Warner and Cam-
eron Bancroft.

Frontline pacemen Pat 
Cummins (back), Josh Ha-
zlewood (back) and Mitch-
ell Starc (leg) are also racing 
against time to be fit for the 
Pakistan series.

Shaun Marsh

Fakhar’s string of good scores, that also 
included knocks of 61, six, 47 and 73, have 
helped him vault 44 places to claim second 
position. He has now become Pakistan’s 
highest-ranked batsman after Babar Azam 
slipped from first to fifth due to his absence 
because of an injury.

Australia’s D’Arcy Short, Jason Roy 
of England and Solomon Mire have also 
achieved career-best rankings following 
the latest update.

Short has broken into the top-10 for 
the first time in his career in 10th posi-
tion, moving up 18 places. Roy has gained 
19 places and is now in 15th spot, while 
Mire has rocketed 202 places to claim 25th 
position - seven places behind Hamilton 
Masakadza.

In the bowling table, Rashid Khan of 
Afghanistan and Shadab Khan of Pakistan 
have retained the top two positions, but 
there have been a number of movements 
down the order with Australia’s Andrew 
Tye and Billy Stanlake, and England’s trio 
of Adil Rashid, Liam Plunkett and David 
Willey achieving career-high rankings.

Tye has risen 41 places to seventh in 
the latest rankings after taking 12 wickets 
in Harare, Rashid has claimed ninth posi-
tion after moving up four places, Plunkett 
has gained 14 places and is now in 11th 
spot, Willey has risen 12 places to 15th and 
Stanlake’s seven wickets have given him a 

leap of 60 places that has put him 
in 19th position.

Other bowlers to head in 
the right direction include Mo-
hammad Amir (12th, up by six 
places), Hardik Pandya (29th, 
up by five places), Mohammad 
Nawaz (32nd, up by nine places), 
Faheem Ashraf (33rd, up by 21 
places), Kuldeep Yadav (34th, up 
by 41 places) and Ashton Agar 
(45th, up by 39 places).

There is no change in the top 
three all-rounders, with Maxwell 
leading the field. Afghanistan’s 
Mohammad Nabi is second, 
while Shakib Al Hasan of Bangla-
desh is third.

Meanwhile, in the ICC T20I 
Team Rankings, Pakistan have 
retained the top position with 
their tri-series victory while India 
have overtaken Australia to take 
second place after clinching 
their three-match series against 
England 2-1. 

The top three sides are now 
separated by 10 points, while 
three points separate fourth-
ranked England and seventh-
ranked West Indies.

Team rankings remain cru-
cial as Australia plus the next 
nine highest-ranked sides will 
qualify directly for the 16-team 
ICC Men’s World T20 2020 in 
Australia. 

The remaining six sides will 
qualify from the 14-team ICC 
Men’s World T20 Qualifier 2019, 
which will be participated in by 
the six sides from the ICC World 
T20 2016, which are not in the 
Top 10 of the MRF Tyres ICC 
T20I Team Rankings as on 31 
December 2018, alongside the 
eight qualifiers from the regional 
finals.

him a prized prospect.
On singing, Ralte said, “I am hon-

oured to have signed for FC Goa and 
am really looking forward to play-
ing and learning from coach Sergio 
Lobera. The team performed very well 

last year in the Indian Super League 
and Super Cup and I hope I can help 
the team achieve its target of winning 
the league.”

Head coach, Sergio Lobera had a 
specific, attacking brand of football 
that saw his team top the scoring 
charts in the last season of the ISL. 

“After Naveen left we did a market 
research in order to find the best pos-
sible option to improve last season’s 
numbers. Despite the fact that he 
hasn’t played much during the last few 
seasons, we know of Ralte’s abilities 
and strengths. He is a goalkeeper who 
is comfortable with the ball at his feet. 
He has a great personality too and the 
skills we need for a goalkeeper to fit our 
style,” Lobera said in a statement. This 
is FC Goa’s third signing of the summer 
after Lenny Rodrigues and Jackichand 
Singh.
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Serena Williams of the United States celebrate winning her women's singles match against Russia's 
Evgeniya Rodina, on day seven of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships, in London on Monday 
July 9.

AP/PTI

Eden Hazard (left) and Kylian Mbappe go head to head as neighbours Belgium and France meet in the 
World Cup semi-finals on Tuesday.

Geoff Hurst

Luis Suarez

18 in a row! Serena extends Wimbledon 
winning run to make quarters

Hazard's Belgium block France path as neighbours clash in World Cup semi

Federer downs Mannarino

Croatia's Football 
Federation sacks Vukojevic 
over Ukraine message

England can win WC, says 
1966 hat-trick hero Hurst

Uruguay was best of South American 
teams at World Cup — Suarez

After Russia's glorious World Cup 
run, fans ask 'Where was Putin?'

London, July 9 (AFP): Ser-
ena Williams raced into 
h e r  1 3 t h  W i m b l e d o n 
quarter-final as the seven-
time champion thrashed 
Russian qualifier Evgeniya 
Rodina 6-2, 6-2 in just 62 
minutes on Monday.

Williams, who won the 
Wimbledon title on her last 
two visits in 2015 and 2016, 
is now on an 18-match 
winning streak at the All 
England Club.

Having missed Wim-
bledon last year while she 
prepared to have her first 
child in September, Serena 
is in pole position to win 
her first Grand Slam crown 
since becoming a mother.

The 36-year-old faces 
Italian world number 52 
Camila Giorgi on Tuesday 
for a place in the semi-
finals.

Asked if it was a flawless 
display, Serena admitted 
she is never satisfied.

"I'm a perfectionist. 
I always find something 
wrong," she said.

"It was an interesting 
match. She was hitting the 
ball well. That's why she got 
this far.

"It was a good win but it 
was tougher than the score-

BELGIUMFRANCE

11:30 PM
TODAY’S FIRST SEMI-FINAL MATCH

line to be honest."
The 90th Wimbledon 

win of her career -- the 
most among active female 
players -- means Serena, 
currently 181st in the WTA 
rankings, will return to the 

top 100 next week.
Williams had made a 

tentative return to action 
following complications 
during daughter Olympia's 
birth, struggling in her few 
appearances before pulling 

out midway through the 
recent French Open with a 
pectoral injury.

But her blistering form 
and a series of shock results 
have paved the way for an-
other Williams coronation 

Saint Petersburg, July 9 
(AFP): Eden Hazard and a 
brilliant Belgian generation 
stand between France and a 
place in the World Cup final 
as the countries bring their 
historic rivalry to Tuesday's 
first semi-final in Saint Pe-
tersburg.

Not since 1986 have Bel-
gium made it this far at the 
World Cup, losing to a Diego 
Maradona-inspired Argen-
tina in Mexico and then 
going down 4-2 to France in 
the third-place play-off, the 
last competitive meeting of 
the nations.

In the years since, 
France have won one World 
Cup and one European 
Championship, and lost 
the 2006 World Cup final. 
Now, with Kylian Mbappe 
their new standard-bearer, 
they are dreaming of getting 
there again.

Belgium disappeared 
from the forefront of the in-
ternational scene for years 
before emerging once more 
with their current gifted 
crop.

With Hazard, Rome-
lu Lukaku and Kevin De 
Bruyne, they lost in the 2014 
World Cup quarter-finals 
and at the same stage at 
Euro 2016, but under Ro-
berto Martinez in Russia 
they have already taken an 
extra step after stunning 
Brazil in the last eight in Ka-
zan. "They are a great team 
with a very good generation 
of players who have been 
playing together for sev-
eral years," admitted France 
striker Olivier Giroud, who 
plays with Hazard and Bel-
gium goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois at Chelsea.

"We don't want to have 
them taking the mickey 
out of us. There is a big ri-
valry between France and 
Belgium, it's like a derby 
match."

Beyond the geographi-
cal and linguistic ties, many 
of these players also know 
each other intimately from 
the Premier League.

Paul Pogba and Romelu 
Lukaku were already close 
friends before becoming 

at Wimbledon.
Garbine Muguruza, 

Maria Sharapova, Simona 
Halep, Petra Kvitova, Venus 
Williams, Caroline Wozni-
acki and Sloane Stephens 
have all been eliminated 
already.

It is the first time in 
Wimbledon history not 
one of the top 10 women's 
seeds have reached the 
quarter-finals.

Serena, seeded 25th, 
was facing a fellow moth-
er in Rodina, the world 
number 120 who calls the 
American her "idol".

And it was child's play 
on Centre Court for Wil-
liams, who hit 30 winners 
and served 10 aces.

Twenty years after mak-
ing her Wimbledon debut, 
Williams looks as good as 
ever and she moves into 
the quarter-finals without 
dropping a set in her first 
four matches.

Serena needs to win 
three more matches to 
earn the 24th Grand Slam 
singles title of her career, 
a mark which would tie 
current record holder Mar-
garet Court.

Zagreb, July 9 (Reuters): 
Croatia’s Football Federa-
tion (HNS) sacked Ognjen 
Vukojevic, a member of 
the national team’s coach-
ing staff, over a “glory to 
Ukraine” video posted after 
Croatia beat Russia in the 
World Cup quarter-finals, 
HNS said in a statement on 
Monday.

Vukojevic and Croatia 
defender Domagoj Vida 
published the video on so-
cial media after the match 
on Saturday, which was 
criticised by Russian politi-
cians and led to a warning 
from FIFA’s disciplinary 
committee.

Relat ions  between 
Ukraine and World Cup 
hosts Russia remain fraught 
after the latter’s 2014 an-
nexation of the Crimean 
peninsula and its backing 
for a pro-Russian uprising 

in the east of the country.
HNS said it has revoked 

Vukojevic’s team accredita-
tion at the World Cup and 
relieved him of his duties as 
an observer for the Croatia 
squad.

“HNS hereby apolo-
gises to the Russian public 
for the actions of a member 
of the Croatian delegation,” 
it said.

It said that Vukojevic 
and Vida also apologised 
for their statements, saying 
they were not intended to 
be political messages but 
“unfortunately left room 
for such interpretations”.

Both Vukojevic and the 
29-year-old Vida previously 
played for Ukrainian club 
Dynamo Kiev.

Croatia face England 
in the semi-finals of the 
tournament in Moscow on 
Wednesday.

London, July 9 (PTI/AFP): 
England's 1966 World Cup 
hat-trick hero Geoff Hurst 
says Gareth Southgate's 
young team can match 
the achievement of Alf 
Ramsey's men and go all 
the way in Russia.

The 76-year-old -- who 
scored a hat-trick in the fi-
nal at Wembley against West 
Germany -- told the Sun 
newspaper that Southgate 
had fostered an impressive 
spirit of togetherness in the 
squad.

England play Croatia in 
the semi-final in Moscow 
on Wednesday for the right 
to meet France or Belgium 
in Sunday's final.

"Just like Sir Alf, he has 
also stuck by his players and 
has a very clear way of play-
ing," said Hurst.

"Probably one big dif-
ference is that we had four 
genuine world-class players 
in Gordon Banks, Bobby 
Moore, Bobby Charlton and 
Jimmy Greaves (who did 
not play in the final).

"This squad doesn't 
have those type of players, 
they are all of a similar level. 
Maybe that's because they 
are quite young and have 
their careers still in front of 
them." 

Hurst  said Ramsey 
rightly gets most of the 
credit for creating a "tre-
mendous team spirit".

"Our camaraderie was 
excellent," he said. 

"Gareth is doing exactly 
the same." The former West 
Ham player said one big 
difference was that while his 
generation knew little about 
the fervour in the country 
during the tournament, to-
day's players keep in touch 

London, July 9 (Reuters): 
Champion Roger Federer’s 
pursuit of a record ninth 
Wimbledon title gathered 
momentum on Monday 
as he reached the quarter-
finals with a 6-0 7-5 6-4 win 
over Frenchman Adrian 
Mannarino.

Federer was in blind-
ing form during the first 
set, which blazed by in 16 
minutes, but after the Swiss 
missed four break points 
in the opening game of 
the second set, Mannarino 

made more of a match of it.
The world number 26 

became the first man to 
reach break points against 
the 36-year-old at the All 
England Club this year, 
but failed to convert any of 
them as Federer made it to 
at least the last eight of the 
grasscourt major for the 
16th time.

He will next play either 
another Frenchman, Gael 
Monfils, or South African 
eighth seed Kevin Ander-
son.

Montevideo, July 9 (IANS): 
Forward Luis Suarez gave 
a positive evaluation on 
Monday of Uruguay's per-
formance at the World Cup 
in Russia, noting that the 
team finished in fifth place 
with the best results of any 
South American team.

"We started out as 
just one more team and 
finished in fifth place in 
the World Cup, the best of 
South America, and that's 
something that must be 
appreciated," the FC Bar-
celona star told reporters 
at Carrasco International 

Airport upon the team's 
return home, reports Efe.

The national football 
team was greeted by a 
crowd of thousands, even 
though it arrived at 3.30 
a.m., something Suarez 
said made him proud and 
showed that "the team did 
a good job".

The forward also noted 
the absence of Edinson Ca-
vani in the match against 
France, a "different" player 
not only for his goals but 
also for the "concern" he 
causes rival teams.

As for his own part, Su-

Moscow, July 9 (Reuters): 
As Russia's World Cup 
dream ended with defeat 
to Croatia, some soccer 
fans noted the absence 
from the stadium of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, who 
attended only one match 
in Russia's best World Cup 
run since the Soviet col-
lapse in 1991.

Putin was at Russia's 
opening game against 
Saudi Arabia but skipped 
the following four - despite 
the national side, the tour-
nament's lowest-ranking, 
defying expectations and 
reaching the quarter-fi-
nals.

"Where has the presi-
dent got to?" asked Ne-
zygar, a popular news 
channel on messaging 
service Telegram.

"Tell Putin our guys 
would have won if he'd 
come to the game!" fan 
Pavel Gondarev wrote on 
social media to Prime Min-
ister Dmitry Medvedev, 
who attended the shootout 
defeat.

Online news site Znak.
com wrote that Russians 
on social media are "tying 
themselves up in knots try-
ing to guess where Vladi-
mir Putin might have got 
to".

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told Reuters 
on Monday Putin had only 
ever been scheduled to 
attend the opening and 
closing games of the tour-
nament. He was minimiz-
ing attendance because 
matches "happen when he 
is at the height of his work-
ing day".

"He doesn't play soccer 
himself, but naturally like 
the overwhelming majori-
ty of Russians he is a fan. Of 
course he isn't obsessive 
-- he can't be an obsessive 
fan because he can't per-
mit himself this -- but he 
likes interesting football," 
Peskov said.

While Putin sat out the 
Russia-Croatia quarter-
final, his Croatian coun-
terpart, Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovic,  was in the 
stadium, wearing the red 
and white of the Croa-
tian flag. French President 
Emmanuel Macron will 
fly in for the semi-final 
between France and Bel-
gium, which Putin has no 
plans to attend.

Competing theories in 
Moscow swirled as to why 
Putin appeared to have 
stayed away. Putin, a black 
belt in judo, is an avid ice 
hockey fan and The Bell, a 

Russian media outlet, cited 
a high-ranking official as 
saying the reason for Pu-
tin's absence was a simple 
lack of interest in soccer.

One Moscow-based 
political analyst speculated 
the real explanation was 
the wish not to be associ-
ated with a Russian de-
feat, the prospect of which 
loomed larger as the side 
faced higher-caliber op-
ponents in the knockout 
stages.

"Vladimir Putin likes 
to be associated with vic-
tories and triumphs, but 
doesn't like to be asso-
ciated with defeats and 
losses. He's always had 
this trait and it has grown 
with time," political ana-
lyst Valery Solovey said.

Prime Minister Dmi-
try Medvedev attended 
Russia's two elimination 
matches -- its win over 
Spain, which prompted 
wild partying in the capital, 
and the quarter-final loss 
to Croatia.

Peskov said Putin had 
watched the games re-
motely. Following the loss, 
Putin invited the Russian 
players and coach to dis-
cuss the World Cup with 
him and called them he-
roes, Peskov said.

colleagues at Manchester 
United. But Hazard sums up 
better than anyone the close 
links between the nations.

Born in the French-

speaking part of Belgium, 
he came through as a player 
across the border at Lille, 
and was the outstanding 
player in the team that won 

the French league and cup 
double in 2011 before even-
tually moving on to Chelsea.

Now he is the talisman 
in a Belgium team who have 

won all five games in Russia 
so far and are undefeated 
in 24 matches, although as 
a boy he idolised Zinedine 
Zidane.

The French will remem-
ber well what happened 
when the teams last met, 
with Belgium tearing them 
apart in a 4-3 friendly win 
in Paris in June 2015.
Henry plots France down-
fall

And the presence of 
French World Cup winner 
Thierry Henry on the Bel-
gian coaching staff as one 
of Martinez's assistants 
adds extra spice to the oc-
casion.

"Of course I would pre-
fer it if he were with us and 
he were giving me his ad-
vice, but we mustn't be 
jealous," said Giroud.

Henry's old interna-
tional colleague Didier De-
schamps has not won over 
everybody in his time as 
France coach, as he con-
tinues to favour a cautious 
approach despite being 
able to call on some of the 

finest attacking talents in 
world football.

Mbappe, still just 19, 
has already moved clubs 
for 180 million euros ($212 
million) and the Paris 
Saint-Germain forward 
announced himself on the 
World Cup stage with his 
brilliant performance in 
France's 4-3 win over Ar-
gentina in the last 16.

Deschamps' side were 
less thrilling, but equally 
efficient, as they saw off 
Uruguay in the quarter-
finals. They will need to 
be at their very best defen-
sively against the Belgians, 
and look to Mbappe and 
Antoine Griezmann to get 
the better of the opposition 

defence.
"To do what (Mbappe) 

is doing at his age, I have 
never seen that, apart from 
Messi," said Belgium's Nac-
er Chadli, scorer of their 
winning goal against Japan 
in the last 16.

"We came through the 
Japan game, then we broke 
down a barrier by beating 
Brazil. When you beat Bra-
zil you don't fear anyone."

Chadli could play as 
a right wing-back for Bel-
gium in the absence of the 
suspended Thomas Meuni-
er, with Thomas Vermaelen 
possibly starting. France 
welcome back midfielder 
Blaise Matuidi after sus-
pension.

through social media.
"We weren't aware of 

everything going on in the 
country as we were kept in 
a bubble," he said. 

"We were not aware of 
the magnitude of the oc-
casion.

"The only time we went 
out was after the first game 
against Uruguay when we 
drew 0-0, which wasn't a 
good start. To give us a bit 
of a fillip we were taken to 
Pinewood Studios for the 
day.

"We watched one of the 
James Bond films getting 
shot and Kirk Douglas was 
there doing a film. We even 
saw Norman Wisdom." 

Hurst said none of the 
three teams still in Russia 
should frighten England.

"The only team I would 
have feared playing against 
is Brazil," he said. "If you'd 
asked me before the tourna-
ment, I'd have been happy 
with this young team get-
ting to the quarter-finals.

"But now, where we are 
sitting and with the way the 
draw has panned out, I be-
lieve we can go all the way, 
without question.

arez considered his World 
Cup performance went 
"from less to more" though 
he regretted that in the 
decisive match against 
France, he didn't get "a 
shot at goal".

Asked about the pos-
sibility of "Maestro" Os-
car Washington Tabarez 
staying on as coach of the 
national selection, Suarez 
said that was a matter "for 
the president" though he 
did reaffirm his impor-
tance to the team.

"I believe he is super 
important for all he has 
given the selection - he 
has made some very big 
changes that no other 
trainer was able to do, and 
that must be acknowl-
edged," he said.

The Barcelona player 
also sought to give goal-
keeper Fernando Muslera 
his support following his 
unfortunate error that al-
lowed France to score its 
second goal.

"His career speaks for 
itself... he has a lot of expe-
rience and the support of 
all our fans is something to 
remember, it expresses an 
appreciation of him both 
at the personal and profes-
sional levels," he said with 
reference to the repeated 
chants in favour of the 
Uruguayan goalkeeper.


