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Traffic personnel clamping a two wheeler that was parked illegally along the Nyamo Lotha Road in Dimapur. 
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Give Freeman a break, 
says Diane Warren  |  P10

The damage caused to a stretch of NH 29 by a landslide that occurred near Kohima town on Sunday.  (Right) Landslide triggered by incessant rains along the Mokokchung-Mariani road in Aokum village in 
Mokokchung district.

Dipa Karmakar wins gold in 
Gymnastics World Cup |  P11
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India has taken a quantum jump in 
the wrong direction after 2014  

– Amartya Sen  | P8

Landslide in Kohima hits NH 29; police issues travel advisory

Menace of ‘illegal parking’ plaguing the roads of Dimapur

Citizens report 
police dept. 
to Vigilance 
Commission 

NIA gets custody of 3 NSCN (K) members Fear of child lifting not completely 'unfounded'; 
55000 children kidnapped in 2016 
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Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 8 (EMN): Inces-
sant rains during the past 
few days have set off a land-
slide along National High-
way-29 near Kohima town in 
the early hours of Sunday. It 
has affected a considerable 
stretch of the road and has 
completely cut off traffic on 
the highway.

The affected area, lo-
cated below Avilie Petrol 
Pump, is a perennial sinking 
area. Vehicles plying said 
stretch of road were diverted 
to alternative routes as an 
emergency measure follow-
ing Sunday’s landslide.

The district’s adminis-
tration along with the Na-
galand State Disaster Man-
agement (NSDMA) and the 
Public Works Department 
(roads and bridges) assessed 
the damage during the day. 
Officials have informed that 
fresh ‘cutting’ needs to be 
done to restore the road. It 
has been learnt that several 
landowners have been con-
tacted and that the PWD 
would be carrying out the 
required work at the earliest.

The Kohima police 
have promptly issued traf-
fic regulations following 
the landslide on NH-29. 
The regulations are to be 
enforced immediately until 
further notice.

“Plying of all heavy ve-
hicles on NH-29 to and fro 

Esther Verma
Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
Illegal parking along busy 
areas in Nagaland is ram-
pant. This may cause for 
some areas a lot of chaos 
that can be quiet taxing for 
the traffic police to control. 

Apart from private 
cars, many auto rickshaw 
drivers act errantly too for 
which the traffic police in 
Dimapur have stipulated 
timings for vehicles to ply 
on certain streets. This has 
also led the traffic police 
to start clamping down on 
illegally parked vehicles 
including two wheelers. 

One of the busiest and 
most congested roads in 
Nagaland is arguably the 
Nyamo Lotha Road or pop-
ularly the Church Road, in 
Dimapur. It has kept the 
Dimapur Traffic Police on 
their toes for a while now. 
Even though strict meas-
ures were introduced, it 
still is a difficult job for the 
enforcement to make cer-
tain sections of the public 
to pay heed to rules and 
norms. 

Dimapur’s Additional 
Commissioner of Police 
(traffic) Philip Yanthan said 
that the traffic police was 
not “here to harass” the 

public but to make it easier 
for them to smoothly use 
traffic facilities especially 
along Church Road. “Intro-
ducing clamping in these 
areas was a good idea, as it 
will definitely curb illegal 
parking” he said. The of-
ficer said that areas such 
as Church Road cannot be 
expanded because build-
ings had been built on both 
sides of the road. 

Many commercial areas 
such as the Church Road in 
Dimapur are developing at 
a rapid pace. However with 
development also comes 
the issue of space crunch. 
“There is a system which 
needs to be followed by 
the public because of over-
crowding. It will ease the 
pressure,” Yanthan main-
tained. 

The ACP also empha-
sized on mutual respect 
the public should have for 
one another when it comes 
to parking in cramped up 
spaces. “Over here, people 
like to think for themselves 
and park in ways that will 
not allow other vehicles 
also when there is ample 
space for two to three cars 
in that particular spot,” he 
said. 

Yanthan informed that 

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
Two paralegal volunteers 
from Kohima have lodged 
a complaint with the Naga-
land Vigilance Commission 
against the state’s police 
department.

A letter to the director 
and DIGP of the Vigilance 
and Anti-Corruption unit, 
Odi Jamir, and ST Yapang, 
stated that the complain-
ants had filed an FIR at the 
PHQ ‘against the Planning 
& Machinery department 
on 23/01/18 for the (alleged) 
misuse of LADP (local area 
development programme) 
funds which was unearthed 
through RTI application.’

The report, it stated, 
was transferred to the su-
perintendent of police in 
Mokokchung by the super-
intendent of police (crime), 
Kohima, on January 24. 
“That, as we were visiting 
Mokokchung district, we 
went to the office of the SP 
Mokokchung to enquire 
the status of the FIR on 
27/06/18, but he told us 
that he did not receive the 
said FIR. Therefore we wrote 
another FIR on 28/06/18 for 
the same reason. 

“That sir, at this needy 
hour, this kind of negligence 
by a Police department is 
very unfortunate, therefore 
we request you to have a look 
into this matter and take 
appropriate actions against 
them,” the letter read. 

Shillong, July 8 (PTI): Three NSCN 
(K) militants, arrested from West 
Jaintia Hills district of Meghalaya in 
May, have been handed over by a 
court to the National Investigating 
Agency (NIA) for 10 days' custodial 
interrogation, police said.

West Jaintia Hills district SP 
Vivek Syiem told PTI, "On Friday, 
we have handed over custody of 
the three persons to the NIA, based 
on the court order." 

A special NIA court here had 
on Friday granted 10 days custody 
of the three NSCN(K) militants to 

the NIA.
Gaising Maringmei, identified 

as Ronal, who is the self-styled 
'revenue secretary' of the NSCN-K 
and his two accomplices were ar-
rested from Mookyniang locality 
in Khliehtyrshi village, about 15 km 
from the district headquarter.

Ronal was arrested on May 13 
while the two other members of 
the militant outfit were arrested 
from their hideout in the same vil-
lage on the following day, he said.

Another person who had been 
acting as a courier for the outfit, 

was also arrested on May 14 from 
a hotel in the state capital, the SP 
said.

After his arrest, Gaising had 
revealed that a private firm, which 
is having construction works in 
Manipur had recently paid Rs 25 
lakh as ransom money to him, 
Syiem said.

His wife was carrying Rs 13 
lakh to Imphal on the day Ronal 
was arrested and she was arrested 
after Manipur police intercepted 
the bus in which she was travelling, 
the SP said.

Rajnath Singh to preside over plenary meet of NEC
Shillong, July 8 (PTI): Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh will chair a 
two-day plenary meeting of North 
Eastern Council (NEC) tomorrow 
at the State Convention Centre 
here, a government official said.

At the meet, Singh would dis-
cuss development projects with 
the chief ministers and governors 
of northeast states, in the pres-
ence of Union Minister of State 

for Development of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) Jitendra Singh, 
he said.

"The Union Home Minister 
will review various presentations 
on matters related to all-round de-
velopment of north-eastern region. 
The status of NEC-funded projects 
would also come up for discussion 
at the meet," NEC spokesperson M 
R Mahapatra told PTI.

Among other issues that could 
feature in the agenda of the 67th 
plenary meet, Mahapatra said, the 
chief ministers are likely to delib-
erate on livelihood programmes, 
management of water resources, 
afforestation and farmer's income.

Singh would also evaluate se-
curity and connectivity matters 
in the region, the spokesperson 
added.

New Delhi, July 8 (PTI): It seems 
that the fear of child lifting 
prevailing in different parts of 
the country is not completely 
unfounded, as nearly 55,000 
children were kidnapped in 
India in 2016 -- a whopping 30 
per cent increase over the previ-
ous year.

According to the 2017-18 
report of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), 54,723 children 
were kidnapped in 2016 but 
charge sheets were filed in only 
40.4 per cent of the cases.

The conviction rate in child 
kidnapping and abduction 
cases in 2016 was a dismal 22.7 
per cent.

As many as 41,893 such 
incidents were recorded in 2015 
and 37,854 in 2014. The figures 
for 2017 are yet to be published.

"Even though most of the 
lynchings in the recent past 
were fuelled by rumours of 
child lifting on social media, 

the statistics show that the fear 
of child kidnapping among 
people, especially those in the 
rural areas, is not completely 
unfounded," a ministry official 
said.

On Thursday, the Home 
Ministry had asked the states 
and Union territories (UTs) to 
check incidents of mob lynch-
ing fuelled by rumours of child-
lifting on social media.

More than 20 people have 
been lynched over the last two 
months on suspicion of child 
lifting, the latest being the kill-
ing of five men in Maharash-
tra's Dhule district on July 1.

In an advisory, the ministry 
had urged the states and UTs to 
"keep a watch for early detec-
tion of rumours of child-lifting 
and initiate effective measures 
to counter them".

The MHA report also re-
vealed that 8,132 cases of hu-
man trafficking were registered 

in the country in 2016.
As many as 15,379 victims -- 

5,229 males and 10,150 females 
-- were trafficked and 23,117 
victims -- 10,347 males and 
12,770 females -- were rescued.

Of these victims, 22,932 
belonged to India, 38 each were 
from Sri Lanka and Nepal and 
36 were from Bangladesh.

The MHA report  said 
1,06,958 cases of crime against 
children were registered in the 
country in 2016 compared to 
94,172 in 2015, an increase of 
13.6 per cent.

Crimes were committed 
against 24 per one lakh children 
in 2016, according to the report.

A major increase in crime 
against children was noticed (in 
2016) under "human traffick-
ing, kidnapping and abduction, 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act 
and Juvenile Justice Act", the 
report said.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

"Hey buddy, you should also 
be wearing a helmet...  

Giribo chance ase.

Kohima and Dimapur will 
be restricted till the cut-off 
stretch of the highway is re-
stored,” the PRO for Kohima 
police, Talisunep Imchen, 
stated in a press release.

Light and medium vehi-
cles travelling from Kohima 
to Dimapur have been di-
rected to travel via Jotsoma 
village to the by-pass road 
while heavy vehicles are to 
take the road via Forest col-
ony Kohima to the by-pass.

Light and medium ve-
hicles travelling from Di-
mapur to Kohima have 

been directed to take the 
Peducha to Chesema road.

The NH-29 does not 
connect only Dimapur to 
the state capital but also 
connects Nagaland with 
neighbouring Manipur. 
Many heavy vehicles, par-
ticularly those carrying es-
sential commodities, are 
reportedly expected to be 
held up due to the landslide.

Mokokchung-Mariani 
road blocked  

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 8 (EMN): 

Rains during the past few 
days in Mokokchung have 
disrupted normal life and 
caused landslides in many 
places throughout the dis-
trict on Sunday morning.

A late report from the 
deputy commissioner 
of Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal, informed that land-
slides near Aokum village in 
Tzurang valley of Mokokc-
hung district have blocked 
the Mokokchung-Mariani 
road. It is the main and 
shortest trading route for 
the Mokokchung-Zunhe-

boto-Tuensang-Longleng 
route with neighbouring 
Assam.

Jaiswal said that two 
massive landslides were 
triggered in Aokum vil-
lage’s jurisdiction blocking 
all vehicular moment on 
Sunday. He added that the 
affected road comes un-
der the supervision of the 
Border Road Organization 
(BRO) and that the staffs 
were working round the 
clock to clear the debris.

It is assumed that the 
road would be cleared by 

the BRO by Monday.
The deputy commis-

sioner has advised the 
commuters to take NH-02, 
the Mokokchung-Amguri 
road, until normal traffic 
resumes.

‘Restorative’ works  
from today
The District Disaster Man-
agement Authority (DDMA) 
of Kohima conducted an 
emergency meeting, pre-
sided over by the additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Kohima with ‘all line depart-

ments’ in Kohima on Sun-
day following the damage 
caused to NH 29. 

‘During the meeting it 
was decided that restora-
tive works will begin to-
morrow. Talks were also 
held with the respective 
land owners and due re-
lief will be given by the 
NSDMA. The SDRF Ko-
hima unit was also pressed 
into action where they also 
evacuated two families. The 
advisor NSDMA along with 
the minister, roads and 
bridges, and other officials 

from the roads and bridges 
are personally monitoring 
the works being carried out. 

“The DDMA Kohima 
is making all necessary 
arrangements and coor-
dinating with the line de-
partments to compete the 
restorations work at the 
earliest possible. Accord-
ing to the NSDMA weather 
analysis moderate to heavy 
monsoon rains and thun-
dershowers are expected 
on July 9th  across the state. 
Rains would reduce slightly 
but moderate rains are likely 
over many parts of the state 
on July 10 and 11,” a press re-
lease from the agency stated.

It predicted that on July 
12, Kiphire and Mon dis-
tricts would see light-to-
moderate showers but the 
rest of the districts might 
experience isolated heavy 
spells.

“Second half of the 
week from July 13-15, rains 
would reduce but again 
light rains during day time 
and moderate showers dur-
ing evening hours cannot 
be ruled out. 

”Day will  be partly 
cloudy to cloudy through-
out the week. Maximum 
temperatures would settle 
from 25 degrees to 27 de-
grees Celsius, while mini-
mum temperatures would 
be from 16 degree Celsius to 
18 degree Celsius.”

once a vehicle had been 
clamped, the owner or 
driver can go to the nearest 
traffic assistance booth and 
pay the fine or ‘chalaan.’ 
The rate depends on the 
magnitude of the offence, 
after which the vehicle 
would be freed. 

Some citizens of the 
city spoke to Eastern Mir-
ror. While some appreci-
ated the work of the traffic 
authorities, some felt that 
there should be other solu-
tions.

 “I feel the administra-
tion should also jump in 
and try to find ways to less-
en the traffic and conges-
tion on Church Road,” said 
a parent whose daughter 
studies at Christian High-
er Secondary School. The 
citizen added that having 
multiple parking spaces or 
building would be a “fan-
tastic idea” before space for 
building even one runs out.

Another parent said 
that his bike was clamped 
when he was on his way to 
pick his daughter from St. 
Mary’s Montessori School. 
Apparently there was no 
parking space in the area 
for two wheelers and he 
did not want to walk a long 
distance. 

When queried about 
the complaints from cit-
izens, the ACP said that 
“Church Road is like the 
heart of Dimapur; unless 
there is a medical emer-
gency or a serious issue, the 
traffic police try to main-
tain and follow rules.” He 
said it was at this juncture 
that the state needs to in-
tervene in balancing the 
interest of the automobile 
population and the need 
to effectively utilize public 
space for the public.  

According to reports, 
the number of cars pro-
duced in India touched 
15 million in 2010 while 
road-based traffic volume 
is set to increase to 12456 
passengers-kilometres in 
2030.

According to Indian 
Road Congress (IRC) Stand-
ards, a vehicle takes 25 sqm 
of space on an average. 

Parking for vehicles is 
one of the most crucial 
urban facilities for any de-
veloping city. Apparently, 
the increasing number of 
cars does not always cor-
relate with availability of 
space and infrastructure for 
their parking — one keeps 
increasing, while the other 
decreases. 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Paint of brothers: Exploring 
the fine art of painting 

ROUGHING IT UP: The Summer Camp in ‘The Woods’

Acaut appeals to CM in 
the interest of farmers

Mt. Mary HSS organises 
science seminar

Atomic energy centre inaugurated at SASRDRSZ warns miscreants 
along NH–2

Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung, July 8 (EMN): 
Two brothers, Along and 
Akum Nokdir, on Saturday 
launched a state-of-the-art 
facility for ‘body, paint and 
repairing’ of automobiles in 
Mokokchung on Saturday.

The service centre is 
ideally located at Yongpang 
market, opposite Imkong-
meren Sports Complex, 
Arkong Ward; and was 
dedicated by the Reverend 
Nungshi of Mokokchung 
Town Baptist Arogo.

Along, the elder one, 
said that he was driven 
by passion and love for 
automobiles from a very 
young age and started a 
small workshop during his 
early twenties in 2003 and 
later introduce his younger 
brother Akum to the busi-
ness.

The brothers said that 
they had envisioned five 
years ago but financial sup-
port and finding an ideal lo-
cation was a hurdle to real-
ising their dream. However, 
with zeal to achieve their 
dream, they finally took the 
initiative to upgrade their 
business establishment in 
2017.

Akum lamented that 

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
The Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(Acaut) today listed out a 
slew of measures for the 
improvement of the local 
farmers and local markets 
in the state. 

An open letter  by 
Acaut to the chief minister 
appended by Acaut Co-
chairman, Simon Kelio 
and Secretary Hetoi Chishi, 
appealed the chief minis-
ter “to intervene, assist and 
facilitate Market avenues 
for farmers from districts 
of Nagaland to sell their 
surplus produce in Di-
mapur the Commercial 
city of Nagaland”. 

In this regard, the Acaut 
suggested the setting up 

of ‘Sabzi Mandis in Di-
mapur town’ and ‘to setup 
up markets at designated 
areas for local farmers’.

It also suggested the 
state government ‘to iden-
tify surplus produces from 
various districts and ban 
import of such products 
from outside till the time 
these products get ex-
hausted”.

It also suggested the 
imposition of “strict meas-
ures to curb illegal taxa-
tion by various agencies” 
and “to setup committees 
comprising of the police, 
the District administra-
tion, various associations 
and unions to look into 
and supervise the whole 
exercise”.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The Science Department of Mount 
Mary Higher Secondary School in Chumukedima organised 
a science seminar on July 7 at the MMC Hall. 

An update on Sunday informed claimed that the 
seminar was said to have been the first of its kind being 
conducted in the college. 

Medical Physicist of the department of Radiation On-
cology, Sothing Vashum, spoke about the electromagnetic 
waves. The other dignitaries present were the chairman of 
the school, Dr. M Chuba Ao; Principal of the college, Bhim 
Bahadur; and vice principal C Nungshimongla; and other 
senior teachers.   The highlights of the program included 
slides presentation from class 12 science students and paper 
presentations by class X.  

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The Rengma 
Selo Zi (RSZ) has cautioned the per-
petrators on NH–2 Rengma area stat-
ing that a report about vehicle theft 
and unscrupulous persons patrolling 
around the highway has come to 
their notice. The group stated that the 
perpetrators have been harassing and 
threatening the travelers for the past 
few days. 

A press note from the RSZ on Sun-
day informed that the organisation has 
taken the matter seriously and hence 
deployed Quick Response Team (QRT) 
to the area to oversee the situation. The 
RSZ conveyed apologies to the victims 
who had suffered undue harassment 
from the perpetrators. The press note 
quoted the RSZ as saying that the 
group would not tolerate any such anti 
social activities within its jurisdiction. 

The RSZ has warned that ‘hence-
forth any persons or group found 
loitering around and disturbing the 
peaceful atmosphere of the area, the 
RSZ shall not hesitate to punish the 
culprit.’ The group has also appealed 
the administration and the police per-
sonnel to take up the matter seriously 
mentioning that the organisation will 
extend their full cooperation in a bid to 
wipe out the mess that is happening at 
the moment. 

The RSZ has further appealed to 
all the drivers and travellers to take 
extra care as the ongoing widening 
of highway is making the road slip-
pery leading to risk driving. Also the 
organisation has informed the public 
to contact the office for any assistance.

A view of the newly inaugurated facility at Yongpang market in Mokokchung town.
EM Images

Resource persons, seen here along with others, during the inauguration of the department of Atomic Energy Technologies 
Display and Dissemination Facility at the SASRD in Medziphema.

ROUGH AND TOUGH: Participants of the 3rd summer camp  of The Woods pose for a group photograph after three days of stay at the 
resort in Mokokchung on July 7.

Photo Courtesy: Adang Jamir

NEWS IN BRIEF
Dimapur unit of ANATG informs 
The Nagaland Ad-hoc Teachers group (ANATG) 2015 Batch 
Dimapur Unit are hereby informed to submit the following 
documents on 10th July 2018 at GMS CHAKHESANG COLONY 
NEAR HILL STAR CINEMA HALL between 10:00AM to 4:00PM. 
Members have to come personally for signature.
Members should bring two photocopies of Appointment 
Order and two passport sized photos. The Unit or Central 
Executive members will not be held responsible for those 
members who fail to submit their documents. 

Ansta calls for review on August 3
All Nagaland School Teachers association has call for its third 
review/consultative meet on 3rd August Friday 2018 at its 
guest house at 11:am inview of its forth coming triennial 
conference. Therefore, federating units/sub-units presidents/ 
general secretaries and both central/districts RGTF conveners 
are requested to take part for better co-ordination and 
planning.Visato koso General secretary central Ansta at the 
number 9436071257, Kohima.

GB federation to meet on July 11 
The Nagaland GB Federation has convened a general meeting 
on 11th July 2018 at Hotel Saramati at 9.AM. All the Districts 
GBs Associations are requested to send at least 10 (Ten) 
representatives from each Districts. The meeting shall be very 
crucial for the GBs, therefore requested to attend without fail.

Zbto DPDB meeting postponed 
The Zunheboto District Planning and Development 
Committee meeting has been postponed to tuesday 10th of 
july 2018.District planning officer Mr Zhasa therefore informs 
to all the heads of the department to take note and attend 
the meeting without fail.

just for quality paint, many 
people travel to Jorhat, As-
sam spending time and 
money; but it’s a loss for the 
struggling local economy 
here and revealed that the 
brothers decided to open 
the modern facility provid-
ing affordable price with 
a quality paint job to the 
customers.   

Along said that start-up 
for a state-of-the-art body 
shop is a capital-intensive 
investment, even after it 
starts generating revenue 
but if the shop is to succeed, 

a dealer must be committed 
to spending on continual 
training for collision techs 
and for expensive new tools.

He further added that to 
fulfil the customer’s satis-
faction, they have sent their 
technicians for training at 
renowned companies out 
the state. “As the cars get 
more sophisticated, the 
dealers have to offer the 
latest training to our serv-
ice technicians,” Along as-
serted. All the technicians 
are well trained and spe-
cialised in their field, Along 

informed.
The new paint service 

centre has been equipped 
with modern machine and 
services like Heat Chamber 
for all weather condition, 
spot wielding machine, 
PPG Asian Painting 2K col-
our Mixing, Duxone Axalta 
paints and canteen facili-
ties.

“We invite motorists 
to visit our fully equipped 
shop or call to set up an 
appointment for a free ap-
praisal or emergency tow-
ing if required,” said Along.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The 
School of Agricultural Sciences 
and Rural development (SASRD), 
Nagaland University in collabo-
ration with Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre (BARC) of Mum-
bai inaugurated ‘department 
of Atomic Energy Technologies 
Display and Dissemination Fa-
cility’ (DTDDF) centre at SASRD 
on July 7. An update on Sunday 
informed.

The DTDDF centre was joint-
ly inaugurated by S Gupta, head 
of the technology transfer and 
collaboration division of BARC, 
and Prof. T Lanusosang, Vice 
Chancellor of SASRD. 

During the inauguration pro-

gramme, workshop about ‘tech-
nologies of BARC for rural people 
of Nagaland’ was also organised.

The Vice Chancellor Prof. T 
Lanusosang encouraged partici-
pants to learn new technologies 
and incorporate it into their 
livelihood. He said that such in-
corporation can make their life 
easier and generate additional 
income. 

Dean of the SASRD, NU, Prof. 
AK Makar, gave an overview of 
the works done by the Barc. He 
stated that Barc are doing for 
the betterment of mankind. He 
also highlighted about the future 
work plan, strategy, and role of 
DTDDF and BARC in uplifting 

the livelihood of the rural people 
of the northeast region and Na-
galand in particular. 

The chief guest of the day, 
S Gupta, gave an outlook of the 
Barc.  He spoke about how Barc 
moved on from developing 
atomic bombs to intervention 
into agriculture, food security, 
environment, health, etc. Fur-
ther, he said that they can trans-
form rural lives and reduce the 
migration of rural people to 
urban areas. He believed that 
technologies that are developed 
in the BARC will help rural peo-
ple in accessing better facilities 
and create entrepreneurship for 
young people and industrial per-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
The 3rd edition of the stu-
dents’ Summer Camp at the 
Woods (a resort) at Mokokc-
hung was successfully held 
with thirty-nine students 
participating at the camp 
which was held on the 
theme “Explore Yourself” 
from July 5-7th, 2018. 

The brainchild of the 
Summer Camp, Adang 
Jamir - proprietor of The 
Woods resort who is also an 
event manager - said that 
the concept of the Summer 
Camp at the resort is not 
on the lines of other similar 
summer camps held in the 
state. 

He said that the main 
objective of the camp was 
to give a break to the stu-
dents, to make them un-
derstand nature, make new 
friends, and also to prepare 
them for the future as they 
grow up in life. 

“The Summer Camp 
at The Woods aspires to 
expose them to the outside 
world apart from the com-
puter games, the books and 
comforts of their homes,” 
said Adang Jamir. He said 
the camp, apart from the 
usual activities of educat-

ing the children on swim-
ming, tent making and 
other Naga tradition skills 
like basket making, weaving 
etc were also introduced to 
well known personalities 
in Mokokchung town who 
came and interacted with 
the campers. 

This year, more activi-
ties like penalty shootouts, 
mud wrestling, zip-lining 
etc were also introduced 
much to the enjoyment of 
the campers, the camp di-
rector said. 

He said that the camp-
ers, in order to be more 

equipped as they go about 
their daily lives as stu-
dents, were encouraged 
by resource persons - Bodi 
Kapfo EAC, Trongdi EAC 
and Asinou Asst Public Per-
secutor -  who interacted 
with the campers and edu-
cated them on life skills, 

career guidance and to be 
a responsible citizen of the 
society. 

Besides, Chubamen Ki-
chu, who is a well-known 
and successful a self-made 
entrepreneur, on the first 
day shared her experiences 
and encouraged the stu-

dents to look beyond the 
horizon for a sucessful life. 

The Camp Director, 
Adang Jamir disclosed 
that this year’s edition was 
more sucessful because of 
the ‘beautiful condition’ 
and also because of the 
FIFA 2018 World Cup event 
which was screed live at the 
resort. 

He further informed 
that the maximum camp-
ers were from Zunheboto 
district. “There would have 
been more campers but be-
cause of prior engagements 
like sports camps and other 
activities, most students 
had to cancel their par-
ticipation, said Adang Jamir. 
Nonetheless, he said that 
the next edition of camp 
would be bigger and better 
with more activities so as 
the students would have a 
memorable summer camp. 

It may be noted here 
that The Woods is located 
some sixteen kilometres 
away Mokokchung town 
at Yimchalu village under 
Sungratsu village jurisdic-
tion. It is a resort with a 
big swimming pool and a 
popular hangout place for 
youths, family and organi-
zations. 

sonalities to manufacture 
the technologies locally so 
that the technologies are 
available to rural people at 
the lowest cost. 

Meanwhile, during the 
workshop two technical 
sessions were held. The 
resource persons were S 
Gupta, Head of technology 
transfer and collaboration 
Division (TTDC), BARC 
and GR Ursal, Scientist 
from TTDC, BARC. 

In the first session, S. 
Gupta gave a detailed pres-
entation about the different 
technologies attached with 
DTDDF. These included- 
Foldable Solar Dryer (FSD), 
Domestic Water Purifier 
(DWP), Soil Organic Car-
bon Testing Kit (SOCDK), 
Fluoride Detection Kit 
(FDK), Vibro Thermal Dis-
infestor (VTD).

The second session led 
by GR Ursal gave a dem-
onstration of the Soil Or-
ganic Carbon Testing Kit 
(SOCDK) and The Fluoride 
Detection Kit (FDK).  Also, 
Dr. NK Patra, exercising 
authority, DTDDF demon-
strated the Foldable Solar 
Dryer (FSD) and the Do-
mestic Water Purifier to the 
participants. Altogether 130 
participants from villages, 
industrial and business 
people, faculties, staffs, and 
students of SASRD attend-
ed the sessions.
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Assam Rifles officers and village elders of Chare town pose for a group photo. 

(Left): Dr. Vinito Chishi speaking during the celebration. (Right) A group of women from Old  Minister’s Hill  Colony  sing a cultural song. 

Rev L Among Phom, right, releases the book Deliving into Primal Life of Phom Tribe. 
EM Images

Participants of the Summer Bible School sing during an event at the Christian Higher Secondary School on July 7 in Dimapur.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The 
Sumi community of Old Minis-
ter’s Hill in Kohima celebrated  
a silver jubilee coinciding with 
the Sumi tribe’s Tuluni festival 
on July 7 in the residence  of the 
minister for Agriculture and 
Cooperation G Kaito Aye. 

A press release issued by 
the media and publicity in-
charge of the silver Jubilee 
committee informed that the 
event was celebrated with the 
theme “unity and vision is our 
motto.” 

According to the updates, 
the president of Sumi Hoho of  
Kohima Dr. Vinito Chishi at-
tended the programme as the 
event’s special guest. 

In his address, Chishi ex-
pressed happiness that the 
Sumi community of Old Min-
ister’s Hill had ‘reached ma-
turity.’ 

Chishi said that the Sumi 
people migrated from Zun-
heboto to various towns and 
cities in the state for various 
purposes with some having 

intermarriage with other tribes 
and communities. 

Hence, he urged the Sumis 
to maintain good relationship 
and coordination with other 
tribes so as to usher better 
peace and harmony with the 
different communities. 

The advisor for Rural De-
velopment Dr. Neikiesalie 
Nicky Kire was also present 
during the occasion. Kire 
stated that unity within the 
community brings together-
ness and mentioned that the 

occasion was a reminder of 
a remarkable milestone that 
they attained. 

Kire urged the congrega-
tion to continue living in unity 
and wished Silver Jubilee and 
Tulini greetings to the congre-
gation. 

The establishment of Sumi 
community at Old Ministers’ 
Hill in Kohima and celebration 
of Silver Jubilee was addressed 
by Jevito Achumi, the convener 
of the Jubilee Planning Board. 

Achumi believed that ‘the 

objective behind the forma-
tion of Sumi Community at 
old Minister’s Hill in Kohima 
was to bring unity, peace, se-
curity, and help amongst our 
community and strengthened 
our people and not only to 
preserve and  protect our rich 
customs and traditions.’  In 
commemoration of the Silver 
Jubilee Celebration, the first 
chairman of Sumi Community 
Old Minister’s Hill, Kohima 
James Wokha Swu released the 
Silver Jubilee Souvenir. 

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The 
vice chancellor of Nagaland 
University Pradeshi Lal has 
urged students to develop  
their character in a way 
that they become ‘problem 
solvers’ and not ‘problem 
creators.’ 

The vice chancellor, who 
was a special guest at the  
first convocation of Don 
Bosco College in Kohima,  
on July 7, expressed appre-
ciation to the Don Bosco in-
stitutions and congratulat-
ed the toppers, graduates, 
and  the faculty for their 
contribution to ‘successful 
pass percentage.’

In f o r m i n g  t h i s  i n  a 
press release received at 
the Eastern Mirror office 
today, quoted the NU VC 
as saying: “What makes the 
nation great is the character 
of its citizens. 

The character of the citi-
zens comes from the quality 
of education imparted in 
the educational institu-
tions.” 

In this connection, the 
VC said that the Nagas, who 
are living in ‘a disturbed 
area’, urged the students 
to be the problem solvers 
rather than problem crea-
tors.

The vice chancellor, ac-
cording to the press re-
lease, said that ‘there are 
three kinds of people in the 
world’

“…the first category take 
up initiatives due to fear 
that they may fail; the sec-

ond category of people take 
up initiatives but give up 
due to hurdles; and in the 
third category, these people 
take up initiatives and they 
don’t give up until the goal 
is achieved. Lal stated that 
Don Bosco institutions fit 
into the third category,” the 
release quoted the VC. 

Meanwhile, the princi-
pal of the Don Bosco Col-
lege Kohima, who spoke 
at the programme, gave 
a report on the graduates 
turned out from the college 
during ‘the three years of its 
journey’. 

The principal disclosed 
that the current strength 
of the faculty has reached 
to 17 with 7 of them hav-
ing Doctoral Degrees’, the 
release stated. 

Saying that the college 
has been recognized by the 
UGC, the principal deeply 
appreciated the students of 
DBCK for bringing laurels 
to the college by bagging 
two ‘University Gold Med-
als in their first batch’.  

 The release further stat-
ed that a recent graduate, 
Manikho gave a speech 
on behalf of the graduates 
who thanked management 
and faculty for mentoring 
them in the last three years, 
providing opportunities for 
growth. 

The college graduate 
further encouraged fellow 
graduates to climb higher 
in life and achieved great 
things for DBCK. 

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
Rev. L. Among Phom  was 
born and brought up dur-
ing a transitional period  
when the Gospel was  tak-
ing roots in the community 
and during a time when 
Christianity and the old re-
ligion of  his ancestors were 
at clash. Rev.  Phom, one of 
the most prominent Chris-
tian church leaders of  the 
Phom people, has experi-
enced what it takes to serve 
God while not forgetting 
the Naga roots, particularly 
that of  the Phom Naga. 

One of the first Rev-
erends among the Phom 
Nagas, Rev L Among Phom 
(herewith referred as the 
Rev in order not to confuse 
with the Phom Naga com-
munity as a whole), was in 
his own words, an inquisi-
tive person trying to find 
out the history and the pri-
mal lives of the Phom Naga 
in Eastern part of Nagaland. 
His inquisition over the 
years gave way to a research 
book titled “Delving into 
primal life of Phom tribe” 
which was released in the 
month of June 2018. 

The book has garnered 
much interest from the 
readers, and Eastern Mirror 
caught up with the author 
to get a personal insight 
into the thoughts, the re-
search work he undertook 
and his aspiration for the 
Naga people. 

The Rev. disclosed that 
his inspiration to write 
about the ‘primal life of 
Phom tribe’ was inspired 
during his theological stud-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): A summer 
Bible school (SBS) which began on 
July 4 at the Christian Hr. Sec. School 
(CHSS) in Dimapur concluded on 
Sat. July 7. The school was jointly 
conducted by the CHSS  and the 
Town Baptist Church of Dimapur at 
the  school’s hall in Dimapur. 

During the summer school, stu-
dents were arranged into different 
groups which comprised of Eagles, 

Warriors, Champions, Kingdom 
Buds, and Super Kids. Altogether 120 
teachers and volunteers, and 843 
students participated in the four-day 
Bible camp.

On the final day a closing pro-
gramme was conducted at Covenant 
Hall from 7:50 am–12:40 pm. Dur-
ing the closing programme many 
activities were performed by differ-
ent groups. A participant Zuben E 
Ngullie spoke about his experience 

from the four days summer school. 
In his speech he thanked the teach-
ers stating that they had to sacrifice 
their summer holidays and be with 
them at the school. He compared his 
teachers to Jesus Christ explaining 
that it was the teachers that taught 
them all about Jesus during the sum-
mer camp. He affirmed that the Bible 
camp brought them closer to God 
and hoped for the event to take place 
every year.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The 
Zunheboto battalion of the 
Assam Rifles of the IGAR (n) 
organised an interaction pro-
gramme with the Gaonbura 
and village elders of Chare 
town area on July 8. 

The interaction was organ-
ised with a view to enhance 

relations between the people 
of the area and the Assam 
Rifles, updates informed. 65 
people including the president 
of All GBs Association, Pastor, 
village guard in-charge, ESM, 
and members of village coun-
cil attended the interaction 
session.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): The director of NIIT Di-
mapur, Ajay Sethi, has urged students to study 
also subjects that are outside their normal syl-
labus. He has urged them to ‘go deep into their 
preferred subjects’ to succeed in competitive 
examinations. 

Sethi was speaking as a special guest of 
the ‘freshers’ day’ programme of the SD Jain 
Higher Secondary School. The special guest at 
the Fresher’s Day programme at SD Jain Higher 
Secondary School in Dimapur on July 7, the 
NIIT director advised the students saying that 
academic excellence was very important and 
that students should work hard to realse their 
dreams. 

Also speaking at the programme, the prin-
cipal of the school, Reji Abraham highlighted 
on the the importance of making quick adjust-
ments to life in different environments. 

He told the students that not only academic 
excellence but life skills and interpersonal skills 
are also equally important to build a successful 
career. 

He advised the students to take up their 
studies passionately and consistently to suc-
ceed in life. 

According to the press note the programme 
was conducted to accord a formal welcome to 
the class 11 students who recently joined the 
school.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
The 164 “Inf Batallion (TA) 
(H&H)” Naga has organ-
ised Van Mahotasav week 
from July 1 to 7th at Meluri. 
A project ‘go green march’ 
was organised from Me-
luri Local ground to Meluri 
Council Hall. The march 
was to create awareness 

the people in the area of 
the importance of green 
environment.

 A press release from 
the battalion informed on 
Sunday.

T h e  Me l u r i  Fo re s t 
department, St. Xaviers 
Convent School, Christian 
Missionary School, Baptist 

Church of Meluri village 
and St. Michael Church 
Khumüsü participated in 
the event. Officiating Assist-
ant Deputy Commissioner 
of Meluri Benjamin also 
attended the programme. 

About2500 saplings of 
various trees and fruits were 
planted.

Sumi community in Kohima celebrate 
jubilee with big Tuluni flavours

VC urges students to be ‘problem 
solvers’ not ‘problem creators’ 

‘Delving into the Primal Life of Phom tribe’ 
‘Go green march’ conducted at MeluriA church leader’s quest into the history of the Phom community  

Bible school concludes at Christian Hr Sec SchoolAR interacts with village leaders NIIT  chief wants students to 
progress in their preferred subjects

STATE

Kohima College, Kohima, formerly inaugurated the annex administrative 
building (upgradation) funded under Rashtriya Abhiyan Uchchatar Shiksha 
(RUSA) Government of India, Ministry of human resource development 

(MHRD), Department of Higher Education and Nagaland Government by Shri. 
Temjen Imna Along, Minister of Higher & Technical Education on 5th July 
2018, in the presence of the Director, higher Education, Smti. Kuholi Chishi and 
Joint Secretary, Higher and Technical Education, Smti. Rongsenrenla Imchen, 
Principal, Dr. Watijungshi, faculty and staff of Kohima College, Kohima.

The Programme was chaired by the Director of Higher Education, Smti. Kuholi 
Chishi, who in her keynote address, welcomed the gathering and gave a brief 
technical report of the building constructed under RUSA scheme.

In his speech the Minister gave a brief history of RUSA and how the Central 
scheme is transforming the face of higher education all over the country. He 
stressed that the Center is keenly following the progress of Higher Education in the 
North East and Nagaland in particular. He also mentioned that more assistance will 
be allotted in the 2nd phase under the RUSA project. He expressed his hope that the 
building will serve the purpose of furthering the development of the college. The 
programmeconcluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Smti. Lily Angami, Hod 
Department of Economics cum coordinator RUSA.
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ies when he could not find 
books written about the 
Phom Naga by ‘no local, na-
tional and international au-
thors’.  This prompted him 
to undertake the burden 
and inspiration of a deep 
need to write something 
on Phom Naga; and so the 
book came about. 

 The book “Delving 
into primal life of Phom 
tribe” was a result of the 
author’s extensive research 
and interaction and his ac-
cess with the sources. The 
Reverend said, “Firstly, I 
have observed many tradi-
tional practices and belief 
systems. Secondly, I have 
also heard and seen many 
similar practices in other 

villages. Thirdly, I have also 
made intensive research for 
number of years. This write-
up is the accumulative out-
come of these experiences”.

But, going through the  
book “Delving into primal life 
of Phom tribe”, the author has 
also portrayed the history of 
relations between Namsang 
village of Phom Naga tribe 
and Ahom Kingdom.   

The author,  Rev  L 
Among Phom confessed, 
I did not mean it to be a 
history book, but while I at-
tempted to project from the 
perspectives of our aged-
old brotherly relationship, 
the elements of history 
emerged without which 
we cannot fully understand 

our mutual love and co-
existence side by side

The author has also 
elaborated on the origin of 
the name “Naga” and  af-
firmed his findings are are 
historically authentic as 
depicted in his book. 

‘This very word “Naga” 
is used to this day to refer 
to a person by the Namsang 
villagers of the Phom Naga. 
When Namsang villagers 
of Phom Naga tribe intro-
duced themselves as “Naga” 
to Ahoms since there was 
no tribe name during that 
time, the Ahoms thought 
it as of their tribe’s name. 
Ever since, the Ahoms start-
ed calling Naga to all the 
bordering hilly people of 

present Nagaland. But later, 
this name Naga was widely 
propagated by Britishers as 
they penetrated deep inside 
the Naga country’.

 “In order to prove the or-
igin of the word ‘Naga’ many 
writers have borrowed so 
many foreign vocabularies 
which do not essentially 
relate with the Nagas. These 
are seen as guesswork’s or 
patch-up terms”.  

A significant mention 
was the medium of com-
munication through log 
drum in the olden days. 
When queried if there was 
possibility for such com-
munication today, the au-
thor expounded with meta-
phor: “We ring Church bell 
to have worship service in 
the Church and when some 
Church members die. We 
can beat log drum instead 
of ringing bell. The Church 
bell cannot make different 
rhythms whereas the log 
drum can.”

The Reverend had also 
written a book on Christian 
doctrines in Phom, a the-
sis during his theological 
studies, an instruction on 
Fundamentals of Staff No-
tation, translated the Bible 
in Phom, Church hymnals 
with staff notation, Bible 
for children, number of 
articles in magazines and 
this present book is the lat-
est one.

The book “Delving into 
primal life of Phom tribe” 
authored by Rev. L. Among 
Phom and launched on 
June 13 2018 is available 
on ilandlo.in and Chris-
tian Literature Centre Di-
mapur. 

S Henlly Phom
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Estimated INR 35 crore water 
supply scheme for Tura

Tribal student organisations demand 
action for alleged assault on students

‘Left to protest at Parliament against lawlessness in Tripura’Bangladesh should liberalise 
its import rules — Tripura CM

Miscreants set indoor stadium on fire in Manipur univ. campus

Hold simultaneous elections to local bodies too — BPF

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief  Minis-
ter Conrad K. Sangma an-
nounced the laying of new 
feeder main under Tura 
Phase I and II Water Sup-
ply Scheme in the presence 
of  PHE Minister Samlin 
Malgniang on Saturday 
evening at Circuit House 
Tura, informed a press note 
from the chief  minister’s 
office.

The ambitious project 
is estimated to cost INR 
35 cr and is being funded 
by North East Special In-
frastructure Development 
Scheme (NESIDS), Min-
istry of  DoNER, Govern-
ment of India.

The project, which is set 
to be completed by March 
2020 would balance the 
works of  augmentation of  
Tura Phase I and Phase II 
Water Supply Scheme and 
would also initiate a major 
work for replacement of old 
leakage of water.

On completion of  the 
project, 23.42 millions of  
litres per day (MLD) drink-
ing water would be available 
for Tura town, which would 
be sufficient for 1.80 plus 
population of  the town. 
The project was proposed by 
former Union Minister and 
South Tura MLA Agatha 
K. Sangma as Tura town 
had to face continous water 
scarcity.

“The project was taken 
up the PHE department as 
there was an urgent need to 
ensure water availability in 
Tura town,” said the Chief  

PTI

Sitaram Yechury (File Photo)

Conrad K Sangma attends a meeting at Circuit House Tura on Saturday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1873SUD0KU 1713
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Hairstyles
 6. Proportion
 10. Confrontations
 14. Smallest or slightest
 15. Singles
 16. On the top
 17. Devilfish
 18. Break
 19. “____ la Douce”
 20. Latin for “Silvery”
 22. 3rd century Irish warrior-poet
 24. Norse god
 25. Muslim sovereigns
 26. Dead body
 29. As well
 30. Inter-____
 31. Trolleys
 37. 5th
 39. He would (contraction)
 40. Capital of Bulgaria
 41. Aficianado
 44. City in New Mexico
 45. Spouts metaphysically (slang)
 46. Stings
 48. Horizontal bands of sculpture
 52. Principal
 53. Heart arteries
 54. Detract
 58. Concept
 59. Affirm
 61. Spanish for “Mister”
 62. Canvas dwelling
 63. A low dam
 64. Prefix meaning “Within”
 65. Garden tools
 66. Lively or nimble
 67. Where pigs live 

 DOWN
 1. ____ Mater
 2. Dread
 3. Sounded a bell
 4. One who treats diseases 

through

      bone manipulation
 5. Gets to ones feet
 6. Consisting of roses 

(archaic)
 7. Small copper coin
 8. Hot beverage
 9. Adopt or support
 10. Just above the hips
 11. Central courts
 12. Pertaining to Rome
 13. Traverses
 21. Fastens
 23. Slits

 25. Sleighs
 26. Bistro
 27. Actor Ken or actress 

Lena
 28. Split or break
 29. Districts
 32. Narrows
 33. Trigonometric function
 34. At a distance
 35. Violent disturbance
 36. Back talk
 38. Hurray 
 42. Teeter-totters

 43. Russian emperor
 47. Excessive contraction of 

a pupil
48. Belief in the unseen
49. Cowboy sport
50. Greek goddess of peace
51. French for “States”
52. Happy
54. Bambi was one
55. Against
56. Ripped
57. Historical periods
60. Very Important Person
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Minister, while appreciating 
the role of  PHE Minister 
and his team for taking keen 
and special interest to speed 
up the propsal for the greater 
interest of  the people of  
Tura.

Expresing concern of  
a situation where young 
children where filling pots in 
public taps and from nearby 
streams, the Chief Minister 
said, “The picture of  such 
situation has motivated us 
as a government to make 
a difference for the lives of  
our people. When we took 
over the government, we 
decided that we will ensure 
and tackle the problem of  
water crisis.”

Terming that govern-
ment is committed to pro-

vide safe drinking water to 
its citizens, the Chief Minis-
ter said, “Due to paucity of  
funds, such projects cannot 
be taken up all at once for 
different parts of  the State 
but in a phased manner, 
projects would be taken up 
in other parts of  the State 
as well.”

He also informed that 
under NESIDS, Govern-
ment of  India has sanc-
tioned INR 190 cr to Meg-
halaya, of which INR 60 cr 
has been accorded for PHE 
department, INR 50 cr each 
for PWD and Power de-
partment and INR 20 cr for 
health department.

Talking on challenges 
in the implementation 
of  different schemes and 

measures to overcome, the 
Chief Minister said that on 
a priority basis the decade 
old Rymbai water supply 
scheme in East Jaintia Hills 
would be taken up.

“Water supply is very 
critical for State and we are 
giving maximum projects to 
PHE as our government is 
duty bound to ensure that 
people of  the State benefit 
to the maximum,” he added.

He also informed that 
the government has been 
working on set goals with 
defined verticals viz., social, 
infrastructure and socio – 
economic to ensure equita-
ble development in the State.

Informing that Govern-
ment of  India was keen to 
ensure accelerated flow of  

funds for develoment of  
power, road and telecommu-
nication, the chief minister 
said, “MDA Government 
was positively engaging 
with the centre for release 
of  funds for infrastructure 
development sector.”

Fo l lowing  the  an -
nouncement of the project, 
the chief minister and PHE 
minister held review meet-
ing with officials of  PHE 
department to discuss meas-
ures to improve water avail-
ability in Tura town includ-
ing short term and long term 
agenda for ensuring better 
water supply.

In the meeting, the chief  
minister acknowledged the 
suggestions of  the PHE 
department for laying of  
Public Utility Ducts. The 
utility duct has provision 
of  under earth gas, water, 
telecom cable and sewage 
disposal, etc.

The chief  minister has 
also asked different depart-
ments to come up with plans 
and proposals to address 
the challenge of  jhum cul-
tivation, which has posed 
a threat on the catchment 
areas, recharging of ground 
water and provision for rain 
water harvesting in colleges, 
schools and government 
institutions.

The PHE department 
also drew the attention of  
the chief minister and PHE 
minister for procurement 
of Water Tanker in view of  
the A’chik Baptist Dalgipa 
Krima Convention, which 
will be hosted in Tura. 

Agartala, July 8 (IANS): The Left 
parties will hold a ‘dharna’ out-
side Parliament in Delhi on July 
24 to protest against the “murder 
of  democracy in West Bengal 
and Tripura”, CPI-M General 
Secretary Sitaram Yechury said 
here on Sunday.

“Democracy and the people’s 
rights have been totally destroyed 
in West Bengal and Tripura. 

Total lawlessness prevails in 
these states. To draw national 
attention to the issue, all Left 
parties will hold a sit-in outside 
Parliament on July 24,” Yechury 
told the media.

He said: “After the BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Party) led alli-
ance government came to power 
in Tripura in March, four CPI-M 
members and leaders have been 
murdered.”

Besides, hundreds of  Left 
party offices were bulldozed, 
thousands of houses belonging to 
Left supporters and leaders were 
attacked or burnt down, and hun-
dreds of leftists attacked by ruling 
party cadres.

“On the pretext of  child-
abductions, four people were 
lynched. The BJP government’s 
own Minister is involved in 
spreading rumours that caused 
much hysteria across Tripura. 

Agartala, July 8 (PTI):: Tripu-
ra Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb today said Bangladesh 
should liberalise its import rules 
so that more products from 
Tripura could be exported to the 
neighbouring country.

“We like open market pol-
icy. We get many items from 
Bangladesh including Hilsa 
and we also want to send fruits 
like queen variety pineapple, 
cashewnut, jackfruits and many 
other things like rubber sheets. 
They send wide number of  
products, but we cannot due to 
legal barriers, which should im-
mediately be removed,” he said.

There are barriers in sending 
products from Tripura to Bang-
ladesh through the Akhaura 

border here because these are 
not listed items.

“The same products could 
be sent thorough Benapol bor-
der in West Bengal. We have 
listed 17 items which we want 
to export to Bangladesh through 
Akhaura border here,” Deb told 
reporters.

The chief  minister said, 
he would raise this issue in 
the meeting of  North Eastern 
Council which will be held in 
Shillong tomorrow .

The chief  minister said 
Tripura would be the gateway to 
North-East and for this reason 
completion of the bridge on the 
river Feni at Sabroom in South 
Tripura district is required.

Sabroom is 130 km from 

here and 70 km from Chit-
tagong port.

He said Tripura government 
was working hard to implement 
the Prime Minister Naendra 
Modis dream of  doubling the 
income of the farmers by 2022.

Deb said the BJP govern-
meHe claimed his government, 
which took oath of  office on 
March 9 this year has started 
implementing the poll pledg-
es, named in the BJP’s Vision 
Document.

He said Union Aviation 
Minister Suresh Prabhu would 
soon come to Tripura to formal-
ly name the Agartala Airport af-
ter the last ruler of the Manikya 
dynasty, Maharaja Birbikram 
Kishore Manikya.

Imphal, July 8 (PTI): Unidenti-
fied miscreants set on fire the 
indoor stadium in the Manipur 
University campus here, police 
said today.

The miscreants set on fire 
the indoor stadium in the uni-

versity campus at Canchipur 
at around 11.20 pm last night, 
they said.

Fire Brigade personnel 
rushed to the spot to douse 
the fire.

Police said they are investi-

gating the matter.
A large number of students 

had yesterday marched to the 
chief  minister’s office to de-
mand removal of  Manipur 
University vice-chancellor Prof  
Adya Prasad Pandey.

Dimapur, July 8 (EMN): A group of  tribal 
student organisations in Manipur have 
denounced what they alleged was “harm-
ful activities of  Churachandpur police 
and Kuki Students’ Organisation (KSO) 
militants.” 

A joint statement from tribal student 
bodies was received here on Sunday. The 
statement was signed by Thadou Students’ 
Association (General Headquarters), 
Rongmei Naga Students’ Organisation 
(North East India), and Liangmei Naga 
KatimaiRuangdi (Assam Manipur Naga-
land). They have demanded in the press 
release action against the KSO activists 
and the Additional police superintendent 
for the “intimidation and assault of  tribal 
students in Churachandpur.”

“The joint tribal students’ union 
strongly condemned the physical assault 
of  the president of  TSA Kangvai block, 
ThangminlunHaokip, at his home at 
Ukhagate, Churachandpur without any 
reason on the morning of  July 6 by some 
youths who came in a gypsy and claimed 

to be activists of  the KSO,” the statement 
alleged. 

“Seven peaceful protesters were also 
detained by Churachandpur police in their 
custody overnight on July 6. While the po-
lice action may have been a precautionary 
measure as claimed by them, the student 
bodies strongly condemn the police for not 
detaining KSO militants who were chasing 
and trying to harm peaceful student protes-
tors,” the statement alleged. 

The students claimed that “more than 
20 KSO militants stormed Churachandpur 
police station to attack the peaceful student 
protesters who were detained in the police 
custody. 

The students had to stay overnight in 
the police station as the KSO militants way 
laid them.” 

The statement has condemned the 
police “inaction in allowing and abetting 
KSO militants to attack peaceful protest-
ers” and “TSA leader/s, and not taking 
any action against the violent KSO activ-
ists or vigilante.”

New Delhi, July 8 (IANS): The Bodoland 
Peoples Front (BPF) on Sunday favoured 
the idea of  simultaneous polls to the Lok 
Sabha and the state assemblies, saying that 
local body polls should also be held same 
time to “save time, resources and revenue” 
for the nation.

BPF’s Rajya Sabha MP Biswajit Daim-
ai, who represented the Assam party at the 
Law Commission meet on the issue, said 
it support the simultaneous elections and 
also recommended for a legal mechanism 
in case the government collapses mid-term 
to install one in place immediately.

“It is a welcome step to hold election 
of  the Lok Sabha as well as the assembly 
at the same time. BPF welcomes and sup-
ports the move.

“If  Lok Sabha, state assemblies as well 
as state municipal elections, and panchayat 
polls held simultaneously will save time, 
resources and revenue for the nation. It 
will minimise the burden of  public serv-

ants who are made election officers and are 
part of  the election process,” the party said

Apart from BPF, the Samajwadi Party 
and the Telangana Rashtra Samithi also 
announced their support for the “one na-
tion, one election” initiative.

The Law Commission has invited all 
the national and recognised state political 
parties to hold consultations on Saturday 
and Sunday on the issue.

It prepared a draft paper on “Simulta-
neous Elections - Constitutional and Legal 
Perspectives” and has sought opinions of  
“all stakeholders” including political par-
ties, constitutional experts, bureaucrats, 
academia and others on the paper before 
finalising its report and sending it to the 
government.

Most of  the political parties have, how-
ever, not warmed up to the idea citing vari-
ous reasons besides arguing that it would 
not be good for democracy.

  

State’s law and order under BJP 
has gone down. 

The state of affairs in Tripu-
ra and West Bengal is worse 
than the 1975 Emergency,” he 
said after attending a meeting 
of the Tripura state committee 
of  the Communist Party of  
India-Marxist (CPI-M).

Yechury also said hatred 
and violence allegedly patron-
ised by the RSS (Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh) and the 
BJP continued unabated across 
the country.

Terming the government’s 
recent announcement of Mini-
mum Support Price for certain 

crops as “fraudulent actions”, the 
CPI-M leader said the government 
should follow the Swaminathan 
Commission’s recommendations 
on MSP.

He said that to oppose the BJP 
government’s anti-people policies, 
workers and farmers will organise 
“jail bharo” (fill prisons) and protest 
rallies on August 9 and September 5 
across the country.

“The BJP is trying to get po-
litical mileage and electoral victory 
through communal polarisation in 
the country.

“They are trying to keep the 
situation in Jammu and Kashmir 
volatile for political gain. It was 
expected that during the Governor’s 
Rule, the situation will improve but 
it has remained as earlier.

 Three people, including a 
young girl, were killed just two 
days back,” the CPI-M leader said.

To a question, the former par-
liamentarian said his party has de-
cided on the “appropriate electoral 
tactics” in the light of the political 
situation and elections in different 
states.

“Our main slogan is to ‘save the 
country, defeat BJP’. But in West 
Bengal it will be ‘save Bengal, defeat 
Trinamool Congress’ and in Tamil 
Nadu it will be to ‘save Tamil Nadu, 
defeat AIADMK’,” Yechury said.
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NASA funding project to turn 
asteroids into spaceships —  Report

Indigenous radar to track monsoon winds is now functional  

NASA prepares to extract data as Kepler runs ‘very low’ on fuel

Ancient DNA reveals origins of 
Southeast Asia’s prehistory

Washington, July 8 (IANS): NASA 
has recently announced it would 
give funds to a California-based 
3D printing company for finding 
ways to turn asteroids into giant, 
autonomous spacecraft, which 
could fly to outposts in space, the 
media reported.

Made in Space’s project, 
known as RAMA (Reconstituting 
Asteroids into Mechanical Au-
tomata), could one day enable 
space colonization by helping 
make off-Earth manufacturing 
efficient and economically vi-
able, Space.com reported. 

The company plans to use 3D 
printing to turn the asteroids into 
self-flying vehicles by 2030.

The concept received fund-
ing through NASA’s Innovative 
Advanced Concepts programme, 
which will provide $100,000 for 
feasibility studies. 

“Today, we have the ability 
to bring resources from Earth,” 
Jason Dunn, Made In Space co-

founder and chief technology of-
ficer, was quoted as saying.

“But when we get to a tipping 
point where we need the resourc-
es in space, then the question 
becomes, ‘Where do they come 
from and how do we get them, 
and how do we deliver them to 

the location that we need?’ This is 
a way to do it,” he said.

The company is consider-
ing sending an advanced robotic 
“Seed Craft” out to rendezvous 
with a succession of near-Earth 
asteroids in space, as part of its 
long-term project.

The Seed Craft would harvest 
material from the space rocks, 
then use this feedstock to con-
struct propulsion, navigation, 
energy-storage and other key 
systems onsite with the aid of 3D 
printing and other technologies. 

Thus transformed into auton-
omous spacecraft, the asteroids 
could be programmed to fly to 
a mining station in Earth-moon 
space, or anywhere else they’re 
needed. 

This approach would be 
much more efficient than 
launching a new capture probe 

(or probes) to every single space 
rock targeted for resource exploi-
tation, the report said.

However, since RAMA is still 
in the very early stages, Dunn es-
timated that the effort might re-
quire 20 years and the first Seed 
Craft may get off the ground in 
the late 2030s.

Project RAMA could also have 
applications here on Earth, Dunn 
added, saying that machines 
similar to Seed Craft could do a 
variety of jobs around the planet.

“You could build infrastruc-
ture in remote locations some-
what autonomously, and convert 
resources into useful devices and 
mechanical machines. This actu-
ally could solve some pretty big 
problems on Earth, from hous-
ing to construction of things that 
make people’s lives better,” he 
said.

Mysuru, July 6 (India Sci-
ence Wire): A fully indige-
nously built radar to scan 
high skies over the Indian 
ocean for movement of air 
and monsoon winds has 
started functioning at the 
Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology in 
Cochin.

The radar designed 
and fabricated in India 
adds to the already avail-
able radars and Sonars to 
keep a close watch on the 
way winds move in the up-
per atmosphere. Situated 
in a strategic place where 
the monsoon makes first 
entry into the subconti-
nent, the new radar will 
add to further the preci-
sion of weather, especially 
the monsoon, in India.

Radars are used to 
detect objects from a dis-
tance such as detecting 
a moving aircraft. They 
work by sending radio 
waves at objects and cap-
turing their reflections. 
The waves bouncing 
back help detect pres-
ence of an object. In the 
case of weather, radars 
detect perturbations in 
wind and water content 
of the atmosphere using 
the same principle. The 
new radar named - CU-
SAT Stratosphere-Trop-
osphere Radar (CUSAT 
ST-205 Radar) - throws 
205 MHz radio waves to 
detect the atmospheric 
perturbations.

The radar is specifi-
cally designed to scan the 
stratosphere which is the 
upper skies. “Troposphere 
is the lowest layer of the 
atmosphere where we 
live and this extends up 
to 17 km. In this region, 
temperature decreases 
with height. All weather 
systems such as clouds, 
rain, thunderstorms, de-
pressions, cyclones oc-
cur in this lower part of 
the atmosphere. On the 
other hand, stratosphere 
is the region above 17 km, 
where the atmosphere is 
quite calm. Weather sys-
tems are quite absent in 
this region. It is always 

Washington, July 7 (IANS): Sci-
entists at NASA are preparing to 
download the latest bit of data 
stored in its planet-hunting 
Kepler space telescope as the 
spacecraft is now running “very 
low” on fuel.

The US space agency has 
placed the spacecraft in a no-
fuel-use safe mode to save the 
remaining fuel so that data 
extraction can be completed, 
NASA said on Friday.

On August 2, the Kepler team 
will command the spacecraft 
to awaken from its no-fuel-use 
state and manoeuvre the space-
craft to the correct orientation 
and downlink the data. 

Once the data has been 
downloaded, the expectation 
is to start observations for the 
next campaign with any re-
maining fuel.

But as of now, returning the 
data back to Earth is the “high-
est priority” for the remaining 
fuel.

Since May 12, Kepler has 
been on its 18th observation 

campaign, staring at a patch of 
sky towards the constellation of 
Cancer it previously studied in 
2015. 

The data from this second 
look will provide astronomers 
with an opportunity to confirm 
previous exoplanet candidates 
and discover new ones. 

To bring the data home, the 
spacecraft must point its large 
antenna back to Earth and 
transmit the data during its al-
lotted Deep Space Network 
time, which is scheduled in ear-
ly August. 

Until then, the spacecraft 
will remain stable and parked in 
a no-fuel-use safe mode. 

If the manoeuvre and down-
load are successful, the team 
will begin its 19th observation 
campaign on August 6 with the 
remaining fuel, NASA said, add-
ing that it will provide an update 
after the scheduled download. 

The US space agency has 
been monitoring the Kepler 
spacecraft closely for signs of 
low fuel for quite some time 

now, and expects it to run out of 
fuel in the next few months.

Launched in 2009, the Ke-
pler mission is specifically de-
signed to survey our region of 
the Milky Way galaxy to discov-
er hundreds of Earth-size and 
smaller planets in or near the 
habitable zone and determine 
the fraction of the hundreds of 
billions of stars in our galaxy 
that might have such planets.

Among other findings, re-
cently 24 new planet discover-
ies were made using data from 
the 10th observation campaign, 
adding to the spacecraft’s grow-
ing bounty of 2,650 confirmed 
planets.

The Kepler space telescope, 
which is now 94 million miles 
away from Earth, has survived 
many potential knock-outs dur-
ing its nine years in flight, from 
mechanical failures to being 
blasted by cosmic rays. 

In 2013, Kepler’s primary 
mission ended when a second 
reaction wheel broke, rendering 
it unable to hold its gaze steady 

at the original field of view. 
The spacecraft was given a 

new lease on life by using the 
pressure of sunlight to maintain 
its pointing, like a kayak steer-
ing into the current. 

Reborn as “K2,” this extend-
ed mission requires the space-
craft to shift its field of view to 
new portions of the sky roughly 
every three months in what sci-
entists refer to as a “campaign.” 

Initially, the Kepler team 
estimated that the K2 mission 
could conduct 10 campaigns 
with the remaining fuel. 

It turns out scientists were 
overly conservative in their es-
timate. The mission has already 
completed 17 campaigns, and 
since May 12, Kepler has been 
on its 18th observation cam-
paign.

But scientists now know that 
its life is coming to end very 
soon. 

NASA in April launched an-
other planet-hunting space-
craft, the Transiting Exoplanet 
Survey Satellite (Tess).

London, July 8 (IANS): 
Analysis of ancient DNA 
extracted from 8,000 
year-old skeletons have 
solved the origins of 
human occupation of 
Southeast Asia by de-
bunking both previously 
believed theories, scien-
tists say.

Southeast Asia is one 
of the most genetically 
diverse regions in the 
world, but for more than 
a century, scientists have 
disagreed about which 
theory of the origins of 
the area’s population was 
correct.

One theory believed 
the indigenous Hoabin-
hian hunter-gatherers 
who populated South-
east Asia from 44,000 
years ago adopted agri-
cultural practices inde-
pendently, without input 
from early farmers from 
East Asia. Another theo-
ry, referred to as the ‘two-
layer model’ favours the 
view that migrating rice 

farmers from what is 
now China replaced the 
indigenous Hoabinhian 
hunter-gatherers.

However, the new 
study, published in the 
journal Science, found 
that neither theory is 
completely accurate, and 
that the the present-day 
Southeast Asian popu-
lations derive ancestry 
from at least four ancient 
populations.

“The human occu-
pation history of South-
east Asia remains heav-
ily debated. Our research 
spanned from the Ho-
abinhian to the Iron Age 
and found that present-
day Southeast Asian pop-
ulations derive ancestry 
from at least four ancient 
populations. This is a far 
more complex model 
than previously thought,” 
said lead author Fern-
ando Racimo, Assistant 
Professor at the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen.

In the study, the team 

analysed DNA from hu-
man skeletal remains 
from Malaysia, Thailand, 
the Philippines, Vietnam, 
Indonesia, Laos and Ja-
pan dating back as far as 
8,000 years ago. 

In total, 26 ancient hu-
man genome sequences, 
including DNA from Ho-
abinhian hunter-gath-
erers and a Jomon from 
Japan, were studied and 
they compared with mod-
ern DNA samples from 
people living in modern-
day Southeast Asia.

“Both Hoabinhian 
hunter-gatherers and 
East Asian farmers con-
tributed to current 
Southeast Asian diversity, 
with further migrations 
affecting islands in South 
East Asia and Vietnam. 
Our results help resolve 
one of the long-standing 
controversies in South-
east Asian prehistory,” 
said co-lead authors 
Hugh McColl, doctoral 
student at the varsity.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-234/18/2564-65    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Khahovi 
Sema -Vrs- Lhomithi Baptist Akukuhou(LBA) represented by Toluho   
Pastor resident of Lhomithi Village, Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 9.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Khahovi Sema
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 337
Dag No: 427 & 428, Area: 00B-01K-02 Ls
North: LBA, South: Approach Road, 
East: LBA, West: Tohovi Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th July 18
NOTICE

No.M-233/18/2562-63    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Nitokhu 
-Vrs- Hukaho Kitsukha Sema  resident of Lhomithi Village, Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 9.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Hukaho Kitsukha Sema
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 329
Dag No: 416, Area: 00B-00K-17 Ls
North: Nitokhu, South: Toviho, 
East: Nzanthang, West: Approach Road

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

AngAmi gAzetted Officers’ KrOthO

14th July 2018
12:00 noon \\ APO Building, Kohima

 Raffle DRaw

“ all caRD holDeRs aRe 
coRDially inviteD to attenD.”

Lunch follows

Chairman  :  dr. Kedozeto Punyü
   President, AGOK

Invocation  :  rev. neivilieo zuyie
   Director, Thepfuko Krotho, ABCC
A brief note of
Nehemiah Project :  mr. Ketoho Luho
   Convener,
   Nehemiah Development Committee

Introduction of  :  mr. neinguvoto Krose
Raffle Draw    President, AYO

Vote of thanks  :  mr. K. neibou sekhose
   Vice President, AGOK

Panel of Judges  :  i.   mr. Kelevituo nisa
        Revenue Officer,
        DC’s Office, Kohima.
    ii.  mr. Kezhokhoto savi
        Advocate
   iii. ms. Kevinourheno seyie
        President, AMK

oRDeR of PRogRamme

In aid of Nehemiah Projectdry, and is radioactively 
sensitive region,” ex-
plained Dr. K Mohan Ku-
mar, Director, Advanced 
Centre for Atmospheric 
Radar Research, CUSAT, 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire.

“Our radar is the most 
suitable facility to meas-
ure the horizontal and 
vertical winds from an 
altitude from 315 m to 
height of 20 km with good 
accuracy and high resolu-
tion “ :Dr Mohan Kumar 
said.

During the monsoon 
season, strong winds 
known as ‘Low Level Mon-
soon Jet stream’ appear 
around the Southern part 
of India. “This happens at 
about 1.5 km height from 
the ground. Similarly 
around 14 km altitude, 
very near to the strato-
sphere, another strong 
jet stream comes from 
the East with a speed of 
40-50 meters per second. 
The speed as well as the 
north-south movement 
of these two jet streams 
controls the distribution 
of rainfall over the Indian 
region. Our radar is the 
most suitable facility to 
measure the horizontal 

and vertical winds from 
an altitude from 315 m to 
height of 20 km with good 
accuracy and high resolu-
tion,” Dr Mohan Kumar 
said.

The CUSAT ST-radar 
scans the sky horizontally 
and vertically in small 
steps of 1 degree thus get-
ting a three dimensional 
picture of the atmos-
phere. It is like a cone of 
30 degrees moving across 
the skies. While scanning 
it throws a pulse of radio 
waves of 200 to 205 MHz 
frequency at the atmos-
phere and waits for it to 
bounce back. However, 
the turbulence in air and 
humidity change the di-
rection of some of the 
waves. Thus the returning 
waves are different from 
those shot at the atmos-
phere. The scan produces 
a spectrum of densities of 
air, from which it is possi-
ble to compute the actual 
winds. This gives scien-
tists a pretty clear picture 
of what is going on there.

Scientists said the re-
sults from the radar are 
quite accurate. “By com-
paring Radiosonde Bal-
loon observations at the 
same location for more 

than two years, we have 
seen that the ST Radar 
observations are highly 
accurate with 99% simi-
larity,” said Dr. Mohan 
Kumar.

The radar facility has 
applications other than 
tracking monsoon and 
is attracting attention of 
researchers from all over. 
The European Space 
Agency (ESA) had contact-
ed for ST radar data for the 
validation of its new satel-

lite to be launched next 
month. Similarly, the UK 
Met Office and Univer-
sity of Reading in England 
have proposed a joint re-
search programme. An 
Indo-French programme 
to utilise the ST radar ob-
servations is in progress to 
study troposphere-strato-
sphere interactions.

The radar team in-
cludes K. R. Santosh, P. 
Mohanan, K. Vasude-
van, M. G. Manoj, Titu K. 

Samson, Ajil Kottayil, V. 
Rakesh, Rejoy Rebello and 
S. Abhilash. The research 
team has published scien-
tific details of the project 
in journal Current Sci-
ence. The radar was fab-
ricated by Chennai-based 
Data Patterns India under 
the guidance of scien-
tists and engineers. The 
project was financially 
supported by the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST).

Photo Credit: ACARR

A skull from the Gua Cha archaeological site, Malaysian Peninsula. 
Fabio Lahr
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The Wrong Kind of Right 
is India’s New Malady 

P
atriotism has acquired in the recent years a 
new definition in our country. A few people, 
who claim to be more patriotic than others, 
are engaged in large scale violence across the 

country on the pretext of teaching their detractors a 
lesson. Strangely, the law enforcing agencies are not 
taking cognizance of these people who are taking the 
law in their hands, which serves only narrow personal 
interests. Rather the agencies are busy framing charges 
against those who are resisting the so-called followers of 
‘neo patriotism.’ We have mentioned in this very space 
that democracy is not all about winning elections. It is 
all about providing justice to citizens including the last 
one standing in the queue. Unfortunately in our coun-
try these “neo patriots” are getting all the advantages 
including legal protection, while the protesting voices 
are being silenced by coercive means.

Many such incidents of silencing people who refuse 
to dance to the tunes of the ‘neo patriots’ have taken 
place in the recent times. Famous personalities, places 
of worships, and some communities, have been at-
tacked even on the slightest pretext, and termed trai-
tors. Yet, anyone of them has yet to be punished for the 
crimes they committed. Take the example of the person 
who killed a migrant labour, filmed the entire incident, 
and termed the act as a protest against ‘love jihad.’ The 
fact is that the poor migrant labour was not even dis-
tantly connected with any incident of ‘love jihad.’ The 
killer was a frustrated man: In an effort to hog limelight, 
he did it; that fact is well-established by an enquiry 
that was conducted after the incident. But the man, 
who was put behind bars for such a horrific and bar-
baric crime, received much support from his friends, 
who are also willingly violating the Indian Constitution. 
Even more, the offender, who is in jail since committing 
the crime, is issuing regular sermons — and it is being 
circulated widely through social media. If a murderer 
receives such a support, it is not difficult to realise that 
something is seriously wrong with the society.

Patriotism is not a weapon to suppress the opposi-
tion. Patriotism is not for people to come into promi-
nence. Patriotism is not a tool to win elections. Patriot-
ism is unquestioned love for the motherland. Patriotism 
means being ready to sacrifice everything for the sake 
of motherland. Patriotism is love for fellow citizens and 
stand beside them during times of need. We have seen 
many patriots. They are known to be patriots by virtue 
of their love for the country and compassion for fel-
lowmen and countrymen. They sacrificed everything, 
even their lives, to make our nation stronger. They were 
against draconian and oppressive laws. They were nev-
er against their own people, no matter whether or not 
they supported their views. Nowadays though, we are 
seeing just the opposite. Creating divisions among the 
people appear to be the mantra of these ‘neo patriots.’ 
Fratricidal killings appear to be the shortest route to 
fame. Clearly, these acts will spell doom for our tolerant 
and pluralistic society, which has earned a unique place 
for India in the world. If these ‘neo patriots’ are not pun-
ished at the earliest, India will definitely lose its place of 
glory among the progressive nations of the world.  

Chhavi Gola | IANS

Madhubani Painting in Bihar. (IANS)

A wooden chariot, Maharashtra. (IANS)

Different Shades of Genius: the 
Insufferable Variety Across Literature

Vikas Datta  | IANS

T
hey can have a fair claim to 
be the most misunderstood 
minority, despite all their con-
tributions — solving myster-

ies, helping all sorts of people out of 
tight spots and otherwise enhancing 
human knowledge in myriad ways. As 
Jonathan Swift put it, “... when a great 
genius appears in the world, the dunc-
es are all in confederacy against him.” 
But are geniuses to blame for the way 
they are treated?

And then why should we be in-
terested in them? Well, the main rea-
son that this sort make some rather 
complex, intriguing — and annoying 
— characters in a wide swathe of lit-
erature from crime detection to espio-
nage to urban fantasy.

As far as the first question is con-
cerned, it will have to be a yes. This is 
not only because geniuses outspan 
most people around them with their 
knowledge, outrace them in under-
standing concepts, identifying pat-
terns and finding solutions, and seem 
to have a totally different outlook on 
various issues, but as the most eas-
ily identifiable variety is what can be 
termed the “Insufferable Genius”.

These may initially seem to be des-
tined for a much-needed lesson on 
consequences of pride. For they are 
intensely intelligent, know that they 
are intensely intelligent and don’t re-
frain from proclaiming that they are 
intensely intelligent to all, making 

them seem rather arrogant and con-
descending. Intellectual snobs, as one 
dear friend put it. 

On the other hand, they run the 
risk of humiliation for even the small-
est, simplest mistake, which can have 
severe consequences — for them and 
others. 

It would be easy to pass them off as 
highly vain egotists as their skills and 
knowledge are freely given (though 
along with this fact being pointed out 
regularly), and — most infuriatingly 
for some people — their aid and ad-
vice turns out to most useful, though 
some only realise it much later. The 
benefits may excuse much — their 
social skills, or rather, the lack thereof, 
and their their sense of superiority in 
their expertise.

And if we probe deeper, we will find 
that the reason for their predominant 
ego is that it serves as defence mecha-
nism to cover their insecurities and 
shortcomings, real or perceived, or 
a dark, soul-scathing incident which 
underpins why they seek to project 
themselves above others, at least as far 
as intellectual ability is concerned. 

As noted, the annals of popular 
literature are full of this kind of char-
acter, and while some of them are the 
principal protagonists, others are in 
supporting roles but end up getting a 
higher fan rating.

Let us see some of these insuffer-
able geniuses from various genres. 

One of the most famous is Sherlock 
Holmes, who doesn’t often tell us how 

smart is he is, but can be downright 
sarcastic to those who cannot keep 
up with his speedy and agile brain — 
his close friend and biographer John 
Watson, and the clutch of Scotland 
Yard detectives (Lestrade, Tobias Greg-
son and Athelney Jones, et al) he works 
with.

And while Watson deserves com-
mendation for his patience to his 
partner’s quips like “You mean well, 
Watson. Shall I demonstrate your own 
ignorance?”, Holmes also is quick to 
acknowledge those above him — his 
elder brother Mycroft for one. It is as 
bad to underestimate yourself as to 
overestimate and Holmes is just as 
hard on himself as on anyone else 
when he comes up short. 

Other detectives from the Golden 
Age are the same — be it Hercule Poi-
rot, who never lets go a chance to say 
how mentally sharp he is and is con-
sequently seen as arrogant, Jacques 
Futrelle’s Professor Augustus Van 
Dusen or “The Thinking Machine”, 
who solves crime by relentless logic, or 
Rex Stout’s Nero Wolfe.

Crime fiction is not the only place 
where we find insufferable geniuses. 
They can be found in comedies of 
manners, like Professor Henry Higgins 
from George Bernard Shaw’s “Pygmal-
ion” or rather its stage and screen ad-
aptation of “My Fair Lady”, is a superb 
example. Superlatively intelligent and 
comprehensively knowledgeable in 
linguistics, he is also arrogant and 
misogynistic — and even his mother 

rejoices when he is brought down 
several notches by his protege Eliza 
Doolittle. 

Then there is David Audley from 
Anthony Price’s espionage series and 
in a non-human example, Marvin 
the Paranoid Android from Douglas 
Adam’s “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy”, and Terry Pratchett’s Susan 
Sto Helit, the granddaughter of the 
anthropomorphic personification of 
Death.

But a prime place is the Harry Pot-
ter series, where many prominent 
characters are insufferable geniuses 
— Hermione Granger, Lord Voldemort 
himself (but reckless too, which leads 
to his eventual downfall), the young 
Albus Dumbledore, James Potter and 
Sirius Black, Percy Weasley, but top-
ping them is the formidable Severus 
Snape, who not only improved his 
textbook, but invented his own spells 
and displays many powers few other 
wizards are capable of. But then while 
solving many problems, he is also re-
sponsible for many tragedies.

So do insufferable geniuses have 
any purpose than to stoke interest in a 
compelling story? Well, it depends on 
you — and the diametrical opposite 
Gentleman Scholars who are showing 
intelligence is not synonymous with 
arrogance.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor 
at IANS. The views expressed are 
personal. He can be contacted at 

vikas.d@ians.in)

Contentment is found in Christ alone.

Picture a parent poised lovingly over a child, finger 
gently placed in front of nose and lips softly speak-
ing the words—“hush,” “shhhh.” The demeanor 
and simple words are meant to comfort and quiet 

anxious little ones in the midst of disappointment, discom-
fort, or pain. Scenes like this are universal and timeless and 
most of us have been on the giving or receiving end of such 
loving expressions. When I ponder Psalm 131:2, this is the 
picture that comes to mind.

The language and flow of this psalm suggest that the 
writer, David, had experienced something that provoked 
serious reflection. Have you experienced a disappoint-
ment, defeat, or failure that prompted thoughtful, reflec-
tive prayer? What do you do when you are humbled by 
life’s circumstances? When you fail a test or lose a job or 
experience the end of a relationship? David poured out his 
heart to the Lord and in the process did a bit of honest soul-
searching and inventory (Psalm 131:1). In making peace 
with his circumstances, he found contentment like that of 
a young child who was satisfied with simply being with his 
or her mother (v. 2).

Life’s circumstances change and sometimes we are 
humbled. Yet we can be hopeful and content knowing that 
there is One who has promised to never leave or forsake 
us. We can trust Him fully.

Father, when things change in my life, help me not to be 
anxious but to trust You and find contentment in You alone.

National Crafts Museum: Perfect  
Amalgamation of Culture, Art and Peace

A
dmist the hustle and 
bustle of city life, there 
is at least one place in 
the capital where a wall 

separates you from the rest of the 
world. Once you cross that wall, 
you can find the path to nirvana, 
or, as Mahatma Gandhi once said: 
“Peace is its own reward.”

Welcome to the National 
Handicrafts and Handlooms Mu-
seum (NHHM), bookeneded by 
Purana Quila and Pragati Maidan. 
It offers you an escape from the 
tempestous affairs of daily life -- 
an apt place for self-introspection. 
You can feel the positivity right on 
entering the premises and the rus-
tling sound of leaves will soothe 
your soul; the tress seem to talk 
to you in thier own language. The 
place is squeaky clean and the 
chirping of birds is quite uplifting. 

Spread over five acres, the mu-
seum is home to a round 35,000 
distinctive objects that reflect In-
dian craft and traditions through 
painting, embroidery, clay, stone, 
wood, metalware, terracotta pots, 
toys, jewellery and textiles all 
housed in a building designed by 
eminent Indian architect Charles 
Correa in 1970. The Madhubani 
paintings on the walls of the huts 
bring to life the transcendental im-

age of an amicable Indian hamlet 
in the village complex.

A major attraction is artists 
demonstrating thier skills to the 
visitors. A boon for several crafts-
men who are increasingly losing 
touch with tradtion, the museum 
invites various artist for a month-
long residency, providing them 
with a stage to display their art and 
re-establish lost bonds. 

In July the museum is host-
ing craftsmen and folk artists from 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh who will stay till 
August 1. 

The Latif  Khan Group from 
Rajasthan had the visitors spell-
bound as they wove a magical spell 
with the classic song ‘Duma Dum 
Mast kalandar’. 

“They have been perform-
ing here for a long time and thier 
grandfathers also performed at the 
museum. They never fail to dazzle 
the audience,” a museum official 
said. 

Not surprisingly, Latif  Khan 
was upbeat. “We feel proud that 
we are able to present our state’s 
culture in the capital and are ex-
tremely delighted about this,” he 
said. 

A rather reticent artist from 
Jaipur was selling a variety of ob-
jects, including smalltoys, jewel-
lery, decorative pieces and stautues 
of various gods. 

“These are exclusively made 
in Johri Bazar and being exported 
far and wide from there,” said the 
artist.

Also from Rajasthan, the 
‘Kashidakari Kadai’ stall grabbed 
many eyeballs. Kasidakari denotes 
a type of needlework done on 
cloth. With every member of the 
family possessing the talent, their 
relentless commitment results in a 
variety of bags, bedsheets, pillow 
covers, among others.

“They are made in the Bar-
mer district in the western part of  
Rajasthan. It takes a whole day to 
finish one piece as the art requires 
keen detailing,” said the seller, Bar-
naam Singh.

Wooden artifacts from Banar-
as were also at the centre of atten-
tion. They were being lapped up as 
they were affordably priced.

Gond paintings from Madhya 
Pradesh were also on sale. “Ear-
lier, we used natural colours and 
the wood of trees for our paintings 
but now, as everything is diminish-
ing, we use fabric colours, hand-
made sheets and canvas,” an artist 
informed.

The best thing one can carry 
home is a memento of a wonder-
ful visit. Whatever you observe in 
the museum will definitely left an 
indelible impression on your mind. 

(Chhavi Gola can be contacted 
at golachhavi@gmail.com)

DAILY

PATH
Be Still, My Soul!

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 131
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I have calmed and quieted myself.      
~  Psalm 131:2
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Unfortunately, this 
isn’t a day for fun and games, Aries. In fact, you 
might feel an annoying emotional weighti-
ness, making you feel less energetic than usu-

al. There’s a sober tone that’s asking you to take a hard-
nosed look at reality and make some decisions regarding 
goals and plans. You could feel like the timer buzzer is 
about to go off. The minute hand is ticking away and 
there are many more adventures in store.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’ll find little 
comfort in your emotions today, Taurus. You 
may want to simply stick to business. Con-
centrate on getting things done in your regu-

lar routine. Create a plan and stick to it. This isn’t a day 
to deviate from the norm, nor is it a time in which you’ll 
find sympathy from others. Stick close to home and take 
care of your personal business. Time is precious - don’t 
waste it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Try not to be 
smothering today, Gemini. You may want to 
seek comfort in the company of others but find 
that this only produces grouchiness on the part 

of all involved. Curb your tendency to find fault in loved 
ones. Your best bet is to focus your energy on tasks you’ve 
had on the back burner for some time. Tackle projects 
that need special attention and the most discipline.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There’s a damper 
on your emotions today that could leave you 
feeling like a pot of simmering water, Cancer. 
Just by knowing there’s a lid on things you’re 

likely to heat up more quickly than usual. Try to hold 
your temper. A furious rage will get you nowhere. Con-
centrate your energy on getting your material affairs in 
order. Deal with finances, investments, and long-term 
security planning.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It could be hard for 
you to feel connected to anyone today, Leo. 
You’re probably better off keeping to yourself. 
If you’re feeling sad or depressed, it’s best to 

work through these feelings on your own. Other people 
aren’t apt to be too sympathetic to your situation. You’re 
better off sticking to your work in order to keep the de-
mons out of your head.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may feel a 
sense of restriction to the day, but in truth, 
this is for your own good, Virgo. You’ll find that 
your acute sense of discipline comes in handy 

today as you tackle work with incredible enthusiasm. 
Your goals aren’t far from your grasp. Stay focused, and 
don’t let the ticking clock pressure you. Hastiness will 
lead to careless mistakes. If you’re going to do a job, do 
it right.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Find comfort in your 
work today, Libra. Although it may sound ridic-
ulous, you’ll find that getting things checked 
off your list is the most rewarding activity of 

the day. Try not to be too critical of others. Focus on your 
own tasks at hand. Mountains that seem too daunting 
will continue to grow bigger until you take the first step. 
Your perseverance will be an inspiration to others.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Get your head 
out of the clouds, Scorpio. You’ll find out that 
nitpicky details you failed to attend to ear-
lier are now coming back to haunt you. Don’t 

postpone your work any further. The time to take care 
of the job is now. Balance your checkbook and do your 
laundry. Clean your bathtub and go shopping. The more 
you accomplish today, the better you’ll feel about your-
self tomorrow.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today you 
need to finish whatever you didn’t get done 
yesterday, Sagittarius. Themes of the journey 
include discipline and paying attention to the 

sand slipping through the hourglass. The more you’re able 
to accomplish, the better you’ll feel about yourself. Stag-
nant energy in your life signals that it’s time to get things 
moving. Don’t waste another moment waiting for some-
one else to find the solution for you. Take the initiative.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Put aside fri-
volity for a day, Capricorn. This is an impor-
tant time to prepare for the future. Don’t take 
another step forward before you know you’re 

on solid ground. This is a good time to secure your goals 
on a piece of paper. Writing them down in ink will help 
you manifest them in your life. Think about the long-
term harvest. Security and grounding are key themes of 
the day.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): People may be 
a bit critical of you today, Aquarius, and you 
would do well to hear what they have to say. 
Be receptive of feedback from others so that 

you may establish a healthy ego. It’s important to keep 
your sense of humility in check. You might find that 
you’re feeling rather critical as you see people moving 
like sloths compared to your lightning quick mind. Be 
patient with others.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Maintain your psy-
chic shield today, Pisces, because you’ll need 
it. People’s comments may seem harsh even if 
they mean well. Your best defense against the 

critical tone of the day is to use other people’s criticisms 
as constructively as you can in order to build a stronger 
foundation from which to work. Process this energy in a 
positive frame of mind and use it to get things done.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Gideon Yaffe | Aeon

Children Deserve Leniency in Law, and the Reason is Political

M
ilagro Cunningham was 
17 when he abducted, 
beat and raped an eight-
year-old girl in Florida 

in 2005. He then placed her in a recy-
cling bin, piled it with rocks, and left. 
Miraculously, she survived. If  Cun-
ningham had been 30, or even 19, we 
would not refrain from giving him the 
worst punishment his crime warrants. 
But he was under 18, a juvenile in the 
eyes of the law, in other words: a child. 
Should that fact matter? Should it sup-
port giving him a discount on the price 
he is to pay for his crime?

As a matter of conscience, it 
should – even kids such as Cunning-
ham deserve a break. In fact, in every 
mature legal system, age matters. In 
the United States, a child cannot be 
sentenced to die for any crime, and 
there are restrictions on life-without-
parole sentences for juveniles. Further, 
the vast majority of child criminals in 
the US are punished through juvenile 
courts, which are more lenient than 
adult courts.

But why does age matter? Why 
are we under an imperative to be more 
lenient to a child criminal than to an 
otherwise identical adult? Sure, chil-
dren’s brains are different. But that 
does not justify leniency. If  it did, then 
we should not be lenient when we 

have reason to think the defendant’s 
brain is not immature. This means, 
given the current state of research, that 
we should be less lenient, all else being 
equal, to girls than to boys, since girls 
mature faster. Sixteen-year-old girls 
should do adult time while their male 
age-mates do less. But is anyone really 
willing to accept such an appalling re-
sult? When a boy and a girl together 
conspire to commit a robbery, would 
you be willing to give a longer sen-
tence to the girl than to the boy? To de-
fer to the science is to follow it where 
it leads. But we deceive ourselves if  
we think we are willing to follow the 
science of child development in this 
domain.

Besides, if  neural immaturity were 
what justified leniency, it would be be-
cause it provided some familiar excuse 
already available in law to anyone, 
whether adult or child. To adopt an 
additional policy of leniency towards 
kids would be unnecessary. Cunning-
ham, for instance, was convicted not 
just of kidnapping and rape, but also 
of attempted murder. The jury needed 
to be convinced that when Cunning-
ham piled the bin with rocks and 
walked away, he was not indifferent to 
whether the girl lived or died. Rather, 
he was positively aiming to kill her. 
The law is that any defendant who 
can raise a reasonable doubt about in-
tent to kill thereby escapes conviction 
for attempted murder. If, for instance, 

Cunningham had anonymously 
called an ambulance after leaving, that 
would have undermined his attempt-
ed-murder conviction. It would have 
excused attempted murder (although 
not kidnapping and rape).

Cunningham made no such call. 
But, still, brain science might support 
reasonable doubt about his intent. We 
know that adolescents, especially when 
in heightened emotional states, do not 
think straight about consequences. 
Given that, perhaps Cunningham was 
not thinking clearly enough to be aim-

ing at the girl’s death. Perhaps he was 
too addled to have had a clear goal at 
all when he left the scene. Cunning-
ham had a chance to bring this kind of  
evidence to court to show that he did 
not intend to kill; he had the opportu-
nity to call a developmental psycholo-
gist to the stand. But if  the jury is not 
in doubt after seeing such evidence – if  
it is convinced that, while typical kids 
might have an excuse, the person in the 
courtroom does not – then the brain 
science has fallen short of supporting 
leniency. And yet, for all that, leniency 

is warranted. Cunningham deserves a 
break even if  he did indeed attempt to 
kill his victim. Since we should be leni-
ent even when the brain science does 
not supply an excuse, it’s not the brain 
science that supports leniency.

But then what does? The answer 
is the subordinate political position 
of children, as I argue in my book 
The Age of Culpability (2018). Even 
precocious kids are denied a say over 
the law. They do not have the right 
to vote, and their speech protections 
are diminished in comparison with 
adults. Our government does not have 
the right to punish us merely because 
we have done wrong. It has the right 
to punish us because it is our govern-
ment, and we have the right to pun-
ish ourselves. The government’s be-
haviour is our behaviour, including 
both the decision about what to label 
a crime and the decision about what 
to do to those who violate our stand-
ards of conduct. Our behaviour is the 
government’s business because it is 
our business, and the government is 
ours. Adult citizens who are punished 
are complicit in the actions of the gov-
ernment against them thanks to their 
entitlement to exert influence over the 
law through the vote and through free-
speech protections.

Complicity of this sort is crucial 
to the legitimacy of legal punishment. 
A punishment is not the action of the 
state against one of its outside ene-

mies; it is not a military action. It is an 
action of the state against one of those 
whose voice guides the state’s actions. 
When the person punished has a say 
over the law, the punishment is self-in-
flicted. And it must be self-inflicted in 
this way to be fully justified. So, those 
who are diminished in their say over 
the law are diminished also in the de-
gree to which they are fitting objects of  
criminal punishment.

That’s why it’s right that the vot-
ing age and the age of adulthood for 
purposes of criminal responsibility 
are aligned. If  you’re not old enough 
to vote, then you don’t carry the same 
legal responsibilities as voters. Say 
the jury was correct about what was 
in Cunningham’s head. Say he chose 
to kill his victim by leaving her to die, 
rather than through more direct and 
immediate means. Even so, to treat 
him like an adult who did the same 
thing would be to ignore what was 
different about Cunningham: he was 
a child, and so a member of a disen-
franchised class. The actions of the 
government against him are not his 
actions against himself in the same 
way that they would be if  he were 
an adult. Criminal punishment has 
a better claim to justification in a de-
mocracy than in alternative political 
systems. To accept that idea is also to 
accept leniency towards children who 
are, and behave, no less monstrously 
than many adult criminals.

Taponeel Mukherjee  | IANS

Bedavyasa Mohanty | thewire.in

How to Get Private Capital for Indian Infrastructure Let’s Not Shoot the WhatsApp Messenger
For decades, the Indian state’s response to a decline in public order has 

been neutering the medium instead of combatting the message.

A
merican investor, business-
man and philanthropist 
Charlie Mungers famous 
quotation, “All I want to 

know is where Im going to die, so Ill 
never go there”, is apt for a discussion 
on attracting private investment in In-
dian infrastructure. Mungers mental 
model of “inversion” is the relevant 
source for the previously mentioned 
quotation.

The “inversion” model is useful 
for a discussion on attracting private 
capital into Indian infrastructure, an 
issue that sits atop the list of things 
to do for the government, investors 
and think tanks. The methodology 
of “inversion” tells us the scenarios 
we would want to avoid 
to achieve our target. 
Avoiding those situa-
tions give us a higher 
probability of reach-
ing our goal. Therefore 
avoiding conditions that 
dissuade private invest-
ment in infrastructure 
will go a long way in 
creating an environ-
ment that is conducive 
to attracting private 
capital.

Take Investment 
platform regulations. 
Investment platforms 
such as Infrastructure 
Investment Trusts (InvITs) and Real 
Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) 
should not be sparsely used as is the 
case today. It is crucial that financing 
vehicles and the surrounding regula-
tions are continually updated and 
reviewed. The industry and the gov-
ernment must continuously ask the 
question as to why InvITs have not 
been used to a greater extent in India.

The reason can be just that the 
market is taking time to warm up 
to a new investment vehicle or there 
can be other issues such as complex-
ity of regulations. It is crucial that 
regulators continuously work with 
the investment community to make 
financial vehicles useful and relevant 
for investors.

In the US, the combined equity 
market capitalisation of the FTSE 
NAREIT index in April 2017 was 

more than $1 trillion. The ability of  
well-structured and effectively-reg-
ulated financial vehicles to mobilise 
capital is significant and such plat-
forms need to be continuously im-
proved with changing market dynam-
ics to assist private capital to invest 
in infrastructure. Constant feedback 
from the stakeholders and effectively 
utilising the feedback to develop regu-
latory frameworks will be critical to 
expediting infrastructure creation.

Also consider construction phase 
risk. Private capital, especially foreign 
capital, should not have poor experi-
ence with greenfield projects and 
construction phase risk. Over the last 
few years, we have seen investments 
pick up in Indian infrastructure. Pri-
vate capital has primarily focused on 
well-performing brownfield assets.

Greenfield risk-taking by private 
capital should be a gradual process. 
Allocation of risk in infrastructure 
is crucial to the success of the invest-
ment. Allocating construction risk to 
private capital, at least to start with, 
is probably not ideal to expedite in-
frastructure creation. Government in-
volvement in the construction phase 
is crucial.

Given the greenfield infrastruc-
ture creation required across the spec-
trum in natural gas pipelines, logis-
tics, power transmission, water, and 
roads among others, the government 
is probably the best placed to under-
take the construction phase. Private 
capital can come in at a later stage.

Next, the contract enforcement 
regime in India must not be per-
ceived to be weak by private capital. 

Stronger legal institutions and robust 
regulations will be critical to boosting 
private capital investments in infra-
structure. Policy consistency around 
contract enforcement is essential. Pri-
vate investors must not perceive that 
the rules of the game change during 
the game.

Infrastructure investments re-
quire significant capital to be com-
mitted over long periods of time. For 
India to indeed attract capital into 
the economy above and beyond the 
basket of brownfield assets that have 
been monetised recently, a robust 
policy mechanism must be in place. 
Once a policy is formulated, and an 
investment is made under the exist-
ing policy, any changes in the future 
to the policy should not affect past 
investments.

Investor perception 
of policy changes influ-
encing long-dated infra-
structure projects creates 
pricing inefficiencies 
in the market. The risk 
premium the investors 
charge is high to com-
pensate the investor for 
the risk. The high pre-
mium charged leads to 
fewer bankable projects, 
thereby reducing the 
pace of infrastructure 
creation. 

Munger’s mental 
model of inversion helps 
us to create a common-

sense approach to infrastructure crea-
tion. While the to-do list seems rather 
simple, experience has taught us that 
ground level execution requires dili-
gent work.

For the Indian infrastructure 
ecosystem, it is essential to realise 
that working and engaging with all 
stakeholders is vital to expedite infra-
structure creation. While multilateral 
agencies can lead the way, the need 
for rapid infrastructure creation in a 
growing economy will need private 
capital to play a significant role inde-
pendently. 

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads 
Development Tracks, an infrastructure 

advisory firm. The views expressed 
are personal. He can be contacted at 
taponeel.mukherjee@development-

tracks.com or @Taponeel on Twitter)

A 
viral WhatsApp message 
warning citizens about child 
abductors has resulted in 
mob violence against ‘stran-

gers’, leading to 27 reported deaths over 
the past year. An unfortunate and re-
curring nadir in India’s political mem-
ory has been vigilante violence – often 
coloured by communal and religious 
undertones. The Indian state’s response 
to each such decline in public order has 
been neutering the medium instead of  
combatting the message.

In 1927, the publication of Rangila 
Rasul – a pamphlet satirising Prophet 
Muhammad’s marital proclivities – 
ended in the murder of the pamphlet’s 
publisher at the hands of a Muslim 
youth named Ilm-ud-Din. The re-
sponse of the British Raj, in addition 
to sentencing ud-Din to death, was the 
enactment of the now notorious Sec-
tion 295(A) of the Indian Penal Code, 
a blasphemy law that criminalises out-
raging a group’s religious feelings.

The colonial administration’s mo-
tives behind the law seemed rather 
straightforward. Criminalising certain 
kinds of speech abdicated the govern-
ment of the responsibility to ensure 
public safety. That it came at the cost 
of free expression seemed like an ac-
ceptable collateral for ‘subjects’ of the 
Raj. This time around, that abdication 
is being sought through an instant mes-
senger.

This legacy of shirking responsi-
bility for the failure of public order is 
apparent in the government’s response 
to a spate of killings caused by the viral 
WhatsApp forward. So much so, that 
a district magistrate in Kishtwar, Jam-
mu (aptly named Angrez Singh Rana) 
has demanded that administrators of  
all WhatsApp group chats pre-register 
with his office. The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Technology 
(MEITY) has issued a strongly worded 
warning to the instant messaging serv-
ice that it cannot “evade accountabil-
ity and responsibility” for the rumour-
mongering on its platform.

Amidst this knee-jerk clamour for 
increased platform responsibility and 

talk of what technology can do, few are 
pausing to ponder what it should do.

Each renewed demand for tech-
nology control inches us closer to a 
slippery slope of excessive regulation. 
The culture of heavy-handed internet 
shutdowns is a testament to this incon-
venient truth. In 2015, a Draft National 
Encryption Policy by the MEITY to 
neuter mass-market encryption prod-
ucts was swiftly rolled back amidst 
public outcry. In 2016, the Supreme 
Court dismissed a PIL seeking to ban 
end-to-end encryption on messaging 
platforms. The threat remains that any 
one of these mob lynchings could be 
seen as an adequate justification to re-
introduce a similar indolent regulation.

This is one of the reasons that even 
proposed alternatives such as the crea-
tion of two distinct classes of public 
and private messages on WhatsApp are 
concerning. Public messages, that can 
be used to identify the original sender 
of forwarded messages, are unlikely to 
be effective. Instead, it could impose a 
chilling effect on free expression. Imag-
ine a government employee forwarding 
a message that is critical of the gov-
ernment in power, or a whistleblower 
communicating with a closed group of  
other whistleblowers. The knowledge 
that a message or attachment could 
be traced back to them will deter them 
from sending it in the first place.

The problem that ‘public message 
attribution’ seeks to fix may already be 
possible through internal controls built 
into the WhatsApp platform. What-
sApp uses a combination of a crypto-
graphic hash function and user reports 
to tackle spam and content such as child 
abuse. While the end-to-end encryption 
prevents WhatsApp from viewing the 
actual content of an attachment sent on 
a platform, the cryptographic hashing 
– which assigns a unique alphanumeric 
identity to each file – is used to block 
the message from being disseminated 
any further. Whether this can be used 
to identify the original sender of a mes-
sage is unclear, but the Indian govern-
ment should consider working with the 
company to control dissemination of  
content that has a clear and demonstra-
ble link to public violence.

Attribution, even if  successful and 
used conservatively, is at best a puni-
tive measure. It will do little to curb the 
spread of misinformation – which is 
after all the present crisis. It would be 
advisable to not lose sight of this fact.

Other challenges such as raising 
awareness among users is perhaps a 
more daunting task. In this, the most 
effective measure is not law and regula-
tion but the ability of the government, 
private companies, civil society and the 
media to work together. This needs a 
two-pronged approach of counter nar-
ratives and more involved community 
policing.

In WhatsApp’s response to ME-
ITY, the company has listed six distinct 
measures that it has either rolled out or 
is testing to prevent abuse and curb the 
spread of disinformation. The idea of  
working with accredited media sources 
to warn users of viral fake news is a step 
in the right direction. This should ide-
ally take the form of WhatsApp linking 
messages that have been reported by a 
certain number of users as fake news 
with a prompt to check verified news 
sources.

Similarly laudable are efforts by the 
Maharastra police, which has set up a 
WhatsApp Helpline where users can 
check the veracity of messages, and 
the Telengana police, which is work-
ing with village elders to counteract 
unsubstantiated social media rumours. 
Similar efforts need to be adopted by 
the Central government – to work in 
tandem with tech companies, the me-
dia and organisations at the grassroots. 
Extending support to organisations like 
AltNews and BOOM in this respect is 
critical.

A combative approach that almost 
always begins with the issuance of a 
‘stern letter’ to a technology company 
has not worked in the past. Technol-
ogy controls in the name of national 
security have almost always ended in 
incursions on freedom of expression 
and privacy – be it Telegram’s exit from 
Russia, Google’s departure from China 
or the mass surveillance in the US. It is 
essential that Indian policymakers and 
civil society not open the doors to simi-
lar abuse of power.
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Cyber warfare is grave threat, but India is 
not yet prepared for it — General Hooda

India has taken a quantum jump in the 
wrong direction after 2014 – Amartya Sen

Roti Bank - where leftover food satiates hunger of the poor 

Simultaneous polls to erode federalism, Law Commission told 

Kashmir Valley mostly calm amid restrictions 
Cracks in Left Front over proposed 
‘adjustment’ with Congress

PTI

CRPF personnel in action against people protesting the killing of three civilians in firing by security forces at Kulgam yesterday, in Srinagar, 
on Sunday.

Amartya Sen

New Delhi, July 8 (IANS): 
Cyber warfare is emerging 
as a grave threat with a po-
tential to wreak havoc in a 
war situation, but India is 
not yet prepared to han-
dle it effectively, a former 
Indian Army general has 
said.

“We have been alive 
to the (cyber) threat for 
some time, but the nature 
of the threat is expanding 
quite rapidly. With Inter-
net of Things (IoT) and 
everything around our life 
getting interconnected, 
we suddenly realise the 
potential of the threat to 
be enormous. In prepara-
tion we are still lacking a 
bit as the organisational 
structures that are needed 
to counter this are not in 
place,” Lt. General (retd) 
D.S. Hooda told IANS in an 
interview.

Hooda, who special-
ises in the field, said that 
with critical infrastructure 
and military installations 
getting connected through 
the internet, the threat of 
cyber attacks was becom-
ing increasingly lethal and 
that an emerging India 
was particularly at risk of 

such attacks.
Calling cyber warfare 

the “fifth dimension” of 
war -- after land, water, air 
and space -- Hooda said 
that India was ranked third 
in terms of facing threats 
of cyber warfare but was 
at 23rd position when it 
comes to preparedness to 
deal with them.

“Since India is growing 
economically, diplomati-
cally and politically, peo-
ple will target us. It’s the 
weapon of weaker nations 
against stronger nations. 
I see no reason why Paki-
stan would hesitate to use 
it against us,” said Hooda, 
who was the architect of 
the famous surgical strikes 
against Pakistan in 2016 as 
the Northern Army Com-
mand chief.

He said there had not 
been enough discussion 
and debate on the strate-
gic aspect of cyber warfare, 
otherwise an integrated 
cyber command would 
have been in place by now.

But how damaging can 
a cyber war be?

“Well, a lot of people 
say that so many cyber 
attacks have already hap-

pened yet not a single per-
son has been killed. But 
I think that has got to do 
with intentions. In these 
attacks, so far, the intent 
was not to do that (kill 
people), but the capability 
definitely exists,” Hooda 
said.

“If you get into infra-
structure, for example, 
related to dams, and you 
are able to flood some ar-
eas, or you get into the 
command control net-
works... there is talk that 
the Americans did get into 
the North Korean missile 
programme and man-
aged to do some damage 
to that. So I think the po-
tential exists for what you 
can do with it because our 
lives are so interconnected 
now,” he said.

“It can actually impact 
each sphere of your life. So 
rather than saying that it 
has not happened till now, 
I think what we should 
look at is whether the ca-
pability of kinetic damage 
to human life exists, and 
I think it does exist right 
now,” Hooda said.

He said the more we 
get interconnected, the 

more risk we face.
What are the various 

aspects of cyber warfare? 
Hooda said that in such 
attacks normally weaker, 
hostile countries are in-
volved and they carry out 
targeted attacks on critical 
infrastructure or military 
installations of the rival 
country, including spread-
ing disinformation to cre-
ate societal unrest.

“The example of this 
you saw in the US elec-
tions when social media 
was used to influence the 
voters. Whether that actu-
ally happened or not is a 
matter of investigation. 
When you combine all 
this, that’s why we are now 
defining cyber as the fifth 
dimension of warfare. Af-
ter air, land, sea and space, 
now you see cyber war-
fare becoming an integral 
component of the overall 
war,” Hooda said.

“See what happened 
between Russia  and 
Ukraine. Twice the Rus-
sians got into the power 
grid of Ukraine and shut 
down the power supply to 
thousand of households. 
It happened in Estonia in 

2007. So this is what we are 
talking about when we say 
cyber warfare,” he added.

He said that, earlier, 
the defence establishment 
looked at this in a “limited 
way”, something confined 
to, say, the communica-
tion system.

“Then we suddenly 
saw that more and more 
critical infrastructure had 
started to get connected 
to the internet. You heard 
about cyber command 
and how the British have 
put up such a command 
structure in place. For 
some reason, there has 
been a lot of delay. I hope 
this defence cyber agency 
comes through. But un-
less you have structures 
in place to be able to deal 
with this threat we are go-
ing to be found wanting 
in case of a serious cyber 
attack,” Hooda said.

Asked if we have ever 
attacked Pakistan in the 
cyber space, the gener-
al just smiled and said: 
“These are classified intel-
ligence operations. So I 
will not comment on that. 
All I can tell you is that, yes, 
we have the capability.”

New Delhi, July 8 (PTI): 
Eminent economist Am-
artya Sen said that despite 
being the fastest-growing 
economy the country has 
taken a “quantum jump in 
the wrong direction” since 
2014.

He also said that due 
to moving backwards, the 
country is now second 
worst in the region.

“Things have gone 
pretty badly wrong... It has 
taken a quantum jump in 
the wrong direction since 
2014. We are getting back-
wards in the fastest-grow-
ing economy,” Sen said.

Twenty years ago, he 
added, of the six coun-
tries in this region -- India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan, 
India was the second best 
after Sri Lanka. 

“Now, it is the second 
worst. Pakistan has man-
aged to shield us from be-

ing the worst.” 
The Nobel laureate 

was speaking here at the 
launch of ‘Bharat Aur Uske 
Virodhabhas’, the Hindi 
edition of his book ‘An Un-
certain Glory: India and 
its Contradiction’ that he 
co-authored with devel-
opment economist Jean 
Dreze.

The economist said 
that the government has 
also deflected from issues 
of inequalities, the caste 
system and the schedules 
tribes have been kept out.

There were a whole 
group of people, those 
who clean lavatories or 
sewage with their hands, 
he said, whose demands 
and needs has been ne-
glected.

While highlighting the 
recent report of a Dalit 
youth who was whipped 
for asking a salary hike 
from the manager of a 

Srinagar, July 8 (IANS): 
The overall law and or-
der situation remained 
calm in the Kashmir 
Valley on Sunday even 
as authorities imposed 
restrictions at many 
places to foil a separa-
tist-called march on the 
second death anniversa-
ry of Hizbul commander 
Burhan Wani.

Clashes between the 
security forces and groups 
of youths trying to defy 
the official restrictions 
occurred at some places 
in Tral area, the ancestral 
town of Wani.

Security forces used 
tear smoke shells to 
chase away the pro-
testing youths at some 
places in south Kashmir 
areas. 

Authorities had im-
posed restrictions in parts 
of Srinagar city and Tral 
town to prevent the pro-
tests.

Senior separatist lead-
ers Syed Ali Geelani and 
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq 

Mumbai, July 8 (PTI): In a country where 
millions of people go hungry every day, a 
retired IPS officer has come up with an ini-
tiative to feed the needy.

The initiative, called ‘Roti Bank’, collects 
leftovers from restaurants, clubs and parties 
in Mumbai, stores it in vans and distributes 
it to the poor before the food gets stale.

Launched by Maharashtra’s former Di-
rector General of Police D Sivanandan in 
December last year in collaboration with 
the Mumbai’s famous tiffin carriers ‘Dab-
bawalas’, the ‘Roti Bank’ claims to be getting 
a good response.

A Mumbai-born and London-based 
business professional, Nitin Khanapurkar, 
had also chipped in to support the cause 
by launching a round-the-clock helpline 
number for it.

Nearly 1.8 lakh tonnes of food is wasted 
every day in India and around 20 crore peo-
ple, of whom a big number is in Mumbai, go 
hungry, Sivanandan told PTI.

“Since legal issues restrict eateries from 
distributing the leftover food to outsiders, 

we thought of channelising it though our 
NGO, and I am happy to say that our initia-
tive of ‘Roti Bank’ has received an unprec-
edented response from various quarters,” 
he said.

“We are a food rescue organisation. We 
collect the leftover food from hotels and 
cafeterias and distribute it to the hungry 
people. It is a simple concept,” he said.

As part of the initiative, two GPRS-
equipped vans make rounds of streets near 
hospitals and slums to provide food to the 
needy people, he said.

“We have reached out to nearly 75,000 
needy people in the city so far. Wherever 
the van passes by, it brings hope among the 
hungry people and their feeling after getting 
food is undefinable,” the top cop-turned-
philanthropist said.

The NGO mainly collects leftover food 
staples like rotis (chapati or wheat-made 
flat bread), rice, vegetables and dal to be 
distributed within 60 to 90 minutes.

“Our basic idea is to mitigate hunger of 
the needy people,” said Sivanandan, 67, who 

served as the Mumbai Police Commissioner 
before being appointed the DGP.

He retired in 2011.
To bring about a sense of benevolence 

among the rich class, Sivanandan encour-
ages children from affluent families to 
“come and witness the joy of sharing (food),” 
he said, adding that mitigating hunger of 
the street children would help them abstain 
from committing crime.

Asked what prompted him to launch the 
initiative, Sivanandan said he got the idea 
from the ‘No Food Waste’ mission being run 
in Chennai to end food waste and hunger.

Dabbawalas say they act as a link be-
tween “food wasters and seekers”.

“Our city has two facets - one where 
food is wasted in parties, restaurants and 
the other, where people go to bed empty 
stomach. We act like a chain between them,” 
Mumbai Dabbawala Association spokesper-
son Subhash Talekar said.

“We collect food in vans and distribute it 
to nearly 300 to 400 people on weekdays and 
700 to 800 people on weekends,” he said. 

New Delhi, July 8 (IANS): A 
majority of regional parties 
that took part in a discussion 
on simultaneous polls on Sun-
day told the Law Commission 
that such an exercise would 
undermine the regional aspi-
rations and erode the federal 
set up envisioned in the Con-
stitution.

While a few including the 
Samajwadi Party and Telan-
gana Rashtra Samiti (TRS) 
supported the idea of ‘one-na-
tion-one-election’, some like 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
and Janata Dal-Secular (JD-S) 
questioned the sincerity of the 
Centre towards poll reforms. 

The parties that came to 
see the law panel on Sunday 
included the DMK, Telugu 
Desam Party ( TDP), Bod-

oland People’s Front (BPF), 
Samajwadi Party, TRS, JD-S 
and AAP.

The Congress and the BJP 
were conspicuous by their 
absence on the second day of 
the discussions too.

Opposing the idea of 
simultaneous elections to 
Lok Sabha and the state leg-
islatures, the TDP said the 
proposal was “impractica-
ble” and “against the spirit of 
the Constitution and federal 
structure”.

“As per the Constitution, 
it is not possible and is im-
practicable. For simultane-
ous polls, either you have to 
extend or reduce the tenures 
of some state governments, 
which is against the spirit of 
the Constitution and federal 

structure,” party MP K. Ravin-
dra Kumar said.

AAP’s Ashish Khetan, after 
meeting the Law Commis-
sion, said that for simulta-
neous polls to happen, the 
Constitution of India will have 
to be “mutilated and rewritten 
completely”.

“We are against the idea 
of the so-called one-nation-
one-poll because it will turn 
India’s federal democracy 
into a managed democracy,” 
Khaitan said, adding that the 
proposal “reeked of a dictato-
rial mindset”.

Warning that simultane-
ous elections goes against the 
basic tenets of the Constitu-
tion, the DMK opposed the 
idea, saying it was unwar-
ranted and practically not 

possible.
“In sum, the present pro-

posal of the Law Commis-
sion seems to be a complete 
misadventure that will deci-
mate the federal structure. I 
respectfully submit my party’s 
whole hearted opposition to 
the proposal,” DMK Working 
President M.K. Stalin said in 
writing.

Terming the Law Com-
missions consultations on 
simultaneous polls a “futile 
exercise”, the JD-S said the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
was just “testing the waters” 
through it with no real inten-
tions of reforms in the elec-
toral process.

“This is a futile exercise. 
In a federal democracy you 
cannot think of simultane-

ous elections. If you want poll 
reforms, first and foremost, 
there must be a ceiling on ex-
penditure by political parties 
during elections. But no one’s 
talking about it,” JD-S spokes-
man Danish Ali said after the 
meeting.

“When we put it today 
before the Law Commission, 
they said the government had 
not given any reference to it 
and it was out of their purview. 
It clearly shows that the gov-
ernment is not sincere about 
electoral reforms,” he added.

The Law Commission had 
invited all political parties 
for a discussion on the idea 
of holding Lok Sabha and 
state Assembly elections at 
the same time. The exercise 
continued on the second day 

on Sunday.
The Samajwadi Party, the 

TRS and BPF, nevertheless, 
favoured the idea. The Janata 
Dal United (JD-U), too, sup-
ported the idea through a 
resolution in its national ex-
ecutive on Sunday though the 
party did not come to the Law 
Commission. 

Senior Samajwadi Party 
leader Ramgopal Yadav said 
the initiative should be imple-
mented in 2019 itself. “The SP 
is in favour of simultaneous 
polls to the Lok Sabha and the 
state assemblies,” Yadav said. 

Supporting the proposal, 
B. Vinod Kumar of the TRS 
said: “Our party President 
and Telangana Chief Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao said 
we are strongly in favour of 

simultaneous elections. This 
can save lot of money, time 
and wasteful expenditure... 
The Chief Ministers and Prime 
Minister can also function for 
the period of five years with-
out disturbance.”

A number of parties in-
cluding the Trinamool Con-
gress, CPI, AIADMK, Goa For-
ward Party (GFP) and IUML 
also opposed the idea in their 
discussion with the law panel 
on Saturday. The CPI-M wrote 
to the Law Commission on 
Friday opposing the idea.

The Congress, Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD), Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) and Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) among others 
are yet to appear before the 
law panel to articulate their 
views. 

petrol pump in Madhya 
Pradesh, he said they 
(dalit) are going around 
without any kind of cer-
tainty about their next 
meal, healthcare or edu-
cation.

Taking a dig at the BJP-
led government, he added 
that during freedom strug-
gle it was difficult to see 
that a political battle could 
be won by playing up the 
Hindu identity, but that 
has changed now. 

“But, that has hap-
pened. Which is why, at 
this time, the whole issue 
of Opposition unity is so 
important,” the 84-year-
old economist said.

Also speaking at the 
event, development econ-
omist and activist Jean 
Dreze termed the soon-to-
be launched Ayushmann 
Bharat health scheme a 
“hoax” as it was actually 
not big as it was being 
claimed to be.

“The budget (for the 
scheme) for this year is 
2,000 crore. Even if it is 
spent, it’s less than 20 ru-
pees per person,” he said.  
It is projected as health 
insurance for 50 crore 
people, but it is virtu-
ally nothing, said Dreze, 
who helped draft the first 
version of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGA).

Kolkata, July 8 (PTI): Cracks seem to have 
emerged in the four-decade-old CPI(M)-
led Left Front, with a section of its leaders 
advocating “adjustment” with the Con-
gress in West Bengal while their allies are 
opposed to the idea.

Miffed over the CPI(M)’s growing 
affinity with the Congress, once its arch-
rival, allies such as the All India Forward 
Bloc (AIFB), the Revolutionary Socialist 
Party(RSP) and the Communist Party of 
India (CPI) have expressed reservations 
over “any understanding” with the grand 
old party.

The AIFB and the CPI have even 
threatened to quit the Front if the CPI(M) 
went ahead with the Congress for the 
2019 general election.

“We have told the CPI(M) clearly that 
we will walk out of the Front if there is 
an alliance or understanding with the 
Congress. We are opposed to both the 
Congress and the BJP. For us, both repre-
sent the ruling class,” AIFB state secretary 
Naren Chatterjee told PTI.

“In the 2016 assembly polls, when 
the CPI(M) entered into a seat-sharing 
adjustment with the Congress, we suf-
fered badly. The adjustment has been 
disastrous for us and beneficial for the 
Congress,” Chatterjee said.

The nine-party-strong Left Front, 
which was in power in West Bengal for 34 
years between 1977 and 2011, comprises 
CPI(M), RSP, CPI and Forward Bloc as its 
major partners.

A section of West Bengal Congress unit 
has shown inclination to forge a tie-up 
with Left parties for defeating the BJP in 
2019.

The Left Front enjoys considerable 
support in West Bengal. In 2016, the 
CPI(M) had secured 19.8 per cent votes, 
CPI bagged 1.5 per cent, RSP 1.7 per cent 
and AIFB 2.8 per cent.

According to senior Left Front leaders, 
the RSP, the FB and the CPI had opposed 
the idea of forming a coalition with the 
Congress, even before the 2016 Assembly 
polls.

It was at the insistence of a section of 
CPI(M) leaders, who had floated the idea 
of “people’s alliance”, that the Front part-
ners gave in to the proposal, they said.

The CPI, which doesn’t have any 

reservation in entering into an electoral 
understanding with the Congress in other 
states, said the political situation in Ben-
gal is “totally different” and any under-
standing with the grand old party here 
would prove ‘fatal’ for both the CPI(M) 
and other Left Front partners.

“From our previous experience we 
can say that the Congress had failed to 
transfer its votes to the Left in case of an 
adjustment. It was proved in 2016 assem-
bly polls as well as the recent Maheshtala 
bypoll,” CPI state secretary Swapan Ban-
erjee said.

The LF-Congress combine in 2016 
had failed to put up a creditable perform-
ance against Mamata Banerjee-led Trina-
mool Congress as it won only 76 seats in 
the 294-member-strong state assembly.

The Left Front, which had won just 32 
seats, lost its position as the ‘main opposi-
tion party’ to the Congress, which bagged 
44 seats.

The RSP went a step ahead, saying 
that the Left Front was not a “personal 
property” of the CPI(M).

“Although time is not ripe to comment 
on the issue of adjustment, we feel that 
the Left Front should fight on its own to 
regain its lost ground,” RSP state secretary 
Kshiti Goswami told PTI.

When contacted, several top CPI(M) 
leaders declined to comment on the issue 
and said it was too early to say anything 
on such matters.

“We have always advocated a strong 
Left Front. We don’t want to talk about this 
matter as of now. Let time come, every-
thing can be sorted through discussions,” 
said a senior CPI(M) leader.

The CPI(M) in its last party Congress 
at Hyderabad in April had adopted 
a political line, which stated that the 
party will not forge a political alliance 
with the Congress, but might strike an 
“understanding” inside and outside 
Parliament to defeat “communal forces” 
in the country.

State Congress president Adhir Chow-
dhury, when asked about his opinion on 
the issue, refused to comment on “inter-
nal matters” of the Left Front.

He, however, quipped that most of the 
“allies of Left Front are dependent on the 
CPI(M)” for winning elections.

were placed under house arrest 
while Muhammad Yasin Malik was 
taken into preventive custody in 
Srinagar.

Traffic on the Jammu-Srinagar 
highway was suspended and the 
movement of Amarnath Yatra pil-
grims from Jammu to Srinagar was 

also disallowed as a precaution.
Mobile Internet services and 

rail services in the Valley were also 
suspended.
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Four rescued from Thailand 
cave in risky operation
Mae Sai, July 8 (AP): Rescuers in 
northern Thailand today extracted 
four members of  a youth soccer 
team from the cave where they had 
been trapped for more than two 
weeks, part of  an ongoing opera-
tion to rescue the 12 boys and their 
coach. 

The head of the operation said 
it was going “better than expected.” 
The operation to rescue the boys, 
ages 11-16, and their 25-year-old 
coach by having them dive out of  
the flooded cave began this morn-
ing, with expert divers entering the 
sprawling complex for the compli-
cated and dangerous mission.

Shortly before 8 pm, Thai navy 
SEALs, who are taking part in the 
rescue operation, reported on their 
official Facebook page that four 
had been rescued.

Chiang Rai acting Gov. Narong-
sak Osatanakorn, who is heading 
the operation, said the four boys 
had been taken to a hospital.

“The operation went much bet-
ter than expected,” Narongsak said 
at a news conference, adding that 
the healthiest were taken out first. 
He said the next phase of  the op-
eration would start in 10-20 hours.

The entire operation to rescue 
all 13 could last two to four days, 
depending on weather and water 
conditions, said army Maj. Gen. 
Chalongchai Chaiyakam.

Just after 9 p.m., Thai navy 
SEALs posted on their Facebook 
page again, saying: 

“Have sweet dreams everyone. 
Good night. Hooyah.” Narong-
sak said earlier in the day that 13 
foreign and five Thai divers were 
taking part in the rescue and that 
two divers would accompany each 
boy as they’re gradually extracted.

The only way to bring the boys 
and their coach out of  the cave is 
by navigating dark and tight pas-
sageways filled with muddy water 
and strong currents, as well as 
oxygen-depleted air. A former Thai 
navy SEAL passed out and died 
making the dive Friday.

Experienced cave rescue ex-
perts consider an underwater es-
cape a last resort, especially with 
people untrained in diving, as the 
boys are. The path out is consid-
ered especially complicated be-
cause of  twists and turns in narrow 
flooded passages.

But Narongsak said earlier that 
mild weather and falling water 
levels over the last few days had 
created optimal conditions for an 
underwater evacuation that won’t 
last if  it rains again.

Before announcing that the 
rescue was underway, authorities 
ordered the throngs of  media that 
have gathered at the cave from 
around the world to leave.

The boys and their coach be-
came stranded when they went ex-
ploring in the cave after a practice 
game June 23. Monsoon flooding 
cut off  their escape and prevented 
rescuers from finding them for 

almost 10 days.
The ordeal has riveted Thai-

land and made global headlines, 
and the search and rescue opera-
tion has involved international ex-
perts and rescuers.

President Donald Trump said 
in a tweet on Sunday: “The U.S. 
is working very closely with the 
Government of  Thailand to help 
get all of  the children out of  the 
cave and to safety. Very brave and 
talented people!” Authorities had 
said that incoming monsoon rains 
that could send water levels in the 
cave rising, coupled with falling 
oxygen levels in the enclosed space, 
added to the urgency of  getting 
those trapped out. Earlier efforts to 
pump out water from the cave have 
been set back every time there has 
been a heavy downpour.

Narongsak said Saturday that 
experts told him water from new 
rain could shrink the unflooded 
space where the boys are shelter-
ing to just 10 square meters (108 
square feet).

“I confirm that we are at war 
with water and time from the first 
day up to today,” he said Saturday. 
“Finding the boys doesn’t mean 
we’ve finished our mission. It is 
only a small battle we’ve won, but 
the war has not ended. The war 
ends when we win all three bat-
tles the battles to search, rescue 
and send them home.” The boys 
sounded calm and reassuring in 
handwritten notes to their families 

that were made public Saturday. 
The notes were sent out with 

divers who made an 11-hour, 
back-and-forth journey to act as 
postmen.

One of  the boys, identified 
as Tun, wrote: “Mom and Dad, 
please don’t worry, I am fine. I’ve 
told Yod to get ready to take me 
out for fried chicken. With love.” 
“Don’t be worried, I miss every-
one. Grandpa, Uncle, Mom, Dad 
and siblings, I love you all. I’m 
happy being here inside, the navy 
SEALS have taken good care. Love 
you all,” wrote Mick.

“Night loves Dad and Mom 
and brother, don’t worry about me. 
Night loves you all,” wrote Night, 
in the Thai manner of  referring to 
one’s self  in the third person.

The most touching note came 
from one whose name was not 
clear: “I’m doing fine, but the air 
is a little cold, but don’t worry. 
Although, don’t forget to set up my 
birthday party.” Another, of  indis-
tinct origin, asked their teacher not 
to give them a lot of  homework.

In a letter of  his own, the 
coach, Ekapol Chanthawong, 
apologised to the boys’ parents for 
the ordeal.

“To the parents of  all the kids, 
right now the kids are all fine, the 
crew are taking good care. I prom-
ise I will care for the kids as best as 
possible. I want to say thanks for all 
the support and I want to apologize 
to the parents,” he wrote.

PTI

People protest Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad who ruled out the deportation of the controver-
sial Islamic preacher Zakir Naik to India if he does not create problems in Malaysia, where he has permanent 
residency status, in New Delhi on Sunday.

Malaysian PM Mahathir meets Zakir Naik; 
ruling party defends not deporting him to India
Kuala Lumpur, July 8 
(PTI): Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moha-
mad has met Zakir Naik, 
wanted in India for alleged 
terror activities and money 
laundering, as a ruling 
party strategist stoutly de-
fended the government’s 
decision not to deport 
the controversial Muslim 
preacher, Malaysian me-
dia reported today. 

The meeting, which 
may not go down well in 
New Delhi, took place yes-
terday, a day after Prime 
Minister Mahathir ruled 
out deporting Naik, who 
has permanent residency 
status in Malaysia, unless 
he breaks Malaysian laws. 

“I can confirm that 
Naik went to see Tun (Ma-
hathir) this morning (Sat-
urday),” Free Malaysia 
Today reported quoting a 
source as saying. 

It is unclear as to what 
Naik discussed with Ma-
hathir in their first meeting 
since the ruling Pakatan 
Harapan assumed power 
in Putrajaya, the report 
said. The meeting, which 
was unscheduled, was said 
to be brief, it said.

The meeting between 
Naik and Mahathir comes 
a day after the prime min-
ister gave the clearest in-
dication yet that the Ma-
laysian government would 
not deport Naik, who is 
wanted in India over alle-
gations of  money launder-
ing and terrorism.

There had been intense 
media speculation in India 
that the Malaysian gov-
ernment would act on an 

Beirut, July 8 (AFP): 
Tens of  thousands have 
returned to their homes 
in southern Syria since 
a ceasefire deal between 
regime ally Russia and 
rebels to end more than 
two weeks of  deadly bom-
bardment, a monitor said 
today.

The deal was largely 
holding despite air strikes 
on two areas that killed 
four civilians, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights monitoring group 
said, as rebel evacuations 
under the deal were post-
poned.

Pres ident ’s  Bashar 
al-Assad regime is deter-
mined to retake control of  
the key southern province 
of  Daraa bordering Jordan 
and the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights, seven years 
after protests there sparked 
Syria’s civil war.

Since June 19, a dead-
ly regime bombardment 
campaign on the prov-
ince had caused more than 
320,000 people to flee their 
homes, according to the 
United Nations, many 
to the sealed border with 
Jordan.

On Friday, rebels and 
the regime announced a 
ceasefire deal, providing for 
opposition fighters to hand 
over their heavy weapons 
and paving the way for 
a regime takeover of  the 
province.

More than 60,000 peo-
ple have since hit the road 
from the Jordanian fron-
tier, heading back to their 
homes in the east or west 
of  the province, the Britain-
based Observatory said.

Today, the returns were 
continuing, the Observa-
tory said, even as regime 
warplanes pounded two 
areas of  the province.

Three civilians were 
killed in air strikes on Um 
al-Mayazeen, just five kilo-
metres (three miles) north 
of  the Jordanian border, 
said the Britain-based mon-
itor.

“ R e g i m e  f o r c e s 
launched an assault on the 
village,” Observatory direc-
tor Rami Abdel Rahman 
said, two days after they 
retook control of  the key 
border crossing of  Nassib 
to its south.

Earlier, rebel fire on a 
regime convoy travelling 
near Um al-Mayazeen on 
the highway from the bor-
der had killed several sol-
diers, Abdel Rahman said, 
without providing a toll.

A regime air strike on 
the rebel-held half  of  the 
provincial capital of  Daraa 
also killed one civilian, he 
said. On Friday, regime 
forces retook control of  
Nassib, near which thou-
sands of  families had set up 

makeshift tents for shelter.
Under the ceasefire 

deal, regime forces were 
to deploy along the fron-
tier with Jordan, while 
rebels were to hand over 
their heavy weapons. Op-
position fighters were also 
given the option of  being 
bused out to rebel-held ar-
eas in northern Syria.

But a rebel official said 
the evacuation of  oppo-
sition fighters and their 
families planned for today 
was temporarily put on 
hold. “A hundred buses 
were supposed to arrive but 
(the operation) has been 
postponed to a later date, 
in around two days,” the 
official said.

“There was an ex-
change of fire between both 
sides and the first (wave) 
has been postponed.” 

An Islamic State jihad-
ist group affiliate, which 
holds a small pocket in 
the southwest of  Daraa, is 
excluded from the ceasefire 
deal. The regime bombard-
ment campaign on rebel-
held areas in Daraa since 
June 19 had killed more 
than 160 civilians, the Ob-
servatory says.

Before the deal was 
announced, the advance 
by Russia-backed regime 
forces had doubled their 
control of  territory in the 
province to more than 60 
per cent.

Since Russia intervened 
on Assad’s side in Syria’s 
conflict in 2015, the Da-
mascus regime has notched 
up a series of  victories 
against rebels and jihadists 
in the country.

Regime forces, who se-
cured the capital Damascus 
earlier this year, now con-
trol more than 60 percent 
of  the country, according to 
the Observatory. The deal 
between rebels and Russia 
announced for Daraa is 
the latest in a string of  such 
accords to see Damascus 
regain control of  rebel-held 
areas.

These often come after 
blistering military offen-
sives or crippling sieges, 
which effectively force the 
rebels into the so-called 
“reconciliation” deals.

Syria’s war has killed 
3,50,000 people and dis-
placed millions of  others 
since it started with the bru-
tal repression of  anti-Assad 
protests in 2011.

Many Syrians have 
sought refuge from the war 
in neighbouring countries, 
including Jordan, which 
says it has taken in around 
1.3 million Syrian refugees.

Amman last month 
said its frontier, which has 
been closed since 2016, 
would remain so to any 
more Syrians fleeing the 
conflict. 

Hanoi, July 8 (AP): Undeterred 
by a blistering rebuke of  his 
efforts to forge a denuclearisa-
tion deal with North Korea, US 
Secretary of  State Mike Pompeo 
today appealed for North Korea’s 
leadership to follow Vietnam’s 
path in overcoming past hostili-
ties with the United States.

Pompeo called on North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un to 
replicate Vietnam’s “miracle” of  
economic growth by improving 
ties with the US, vowing that 
America keeps its promises with 
former foes.

Speaking to members of  the 
US-Vietnamese business com-
munity in Hanoi, Pompeo said 
Vietnam’s experience since the 
normalisation of  relations with 
the US in 1995 should be proof  
for North Korea that prosperity 
and partnership with the US is 
possible after decades of  conflict 
and mistrust. 

“We know it is a real possibil-
ity because we see how Vietnam 
has travelled this remarkable 
path,” Pompeo said.

“In light of  the once-unimag-
inable prosperity and partnership 

we have with Vietnam today, I 
have a message for Chairman 
Kim Jong Un: President Trump 
believes your country can repli-
cate this path,” he said, repeat-
ing President Donald Trump’s 
pledge to help improve North 
Korea’s economy and provide 
it with security assurances in 
return for Kim giving up nuclear 
weapons.

“It’s yours if  you’ll you seize 
the moment. This miracle can be 
yours. It can be your miracle in 
North Korea as well,” Pompeo 
said.

The comments came after 
Pompeo had earlier Sunday in 
Tokyo brushed aside North Ko-
rea’s accusation that the U.S. 
was making “gangster-like” de-
nuclearization demands of  the 
North. 

He maintained that his third 
visit to North Korea on Friday 
and Saturday had produced re-
sults. But he also vowed that 
sanctions would remain until 
Pyongyang follows through on 
Kim’s pledge to get rid of  his 
atomic weapons.

Pompeo  downp layed  a 

harshly critical North Korean 
statement issued after the talks 
in which the country’s foreign 
ministry bashed hopes for a 
quick deal and attacked the U.S. 
for making unreasonable and 
extortionate demands aimed at 
forcing it to abandon nuclear 
weapons. 

The statement was sure to fuel 
growing skepticism in the U.S. 
and elsewhere over how serious 
Kim is about giving up his nu-
clear arsenal.

“If  those requests were gang-
ster-like, the world is a gangster,” 
Pompeo said, noting that nu-
merous U.N. Security Council 
resolutions have demanded that 
the North rid itself  of  nuclear 
weapons and end its ballistic mis-
sile program. 

“People are going to make 
certain comments after meetings. 
If  I paid attention to the press, I’d 
go nuts and I refuse to do that.” 
After meeting with his Japanese 
and South Korean counterparts 
in Tokyo, Pompeo said his two 
days of  talks in Pyongyang had 
been productive and conducted 
in good faith. But following the 

stinging commentary from the 
North, he allowed that much 
work remains.

“The road ahead will be dif-
ficult and challenging, and we 
know critics will try to minimize 
the work that we have achieved,” 
he said. He added that his two 
days of  talks with senior North 
Korean officials had “made 
progress” and included a “de-
tailed and substantive discussion 
about the next steps towards a 
fully verified and complete denu-
clearization.” 

Those include the formation 
of  a working group to determine 
exactly how North Korea’s denu-
clearization will be verified and a 
Thursday meeting with Pentagon 
officials to discuss the return of  
remains of  American soldiers 
killed during the Korean War.

Pompeo sought to dispel sug-
gestions that the Trump adminis-
tration has backed down from de-
manding the complete, verifiable 
and irreversible dismantlement 
of  the North’s nuclear weapons. 

He said North Korea under-
stood that denuclearization must 
be “fully verified” and “final.” 

South Korean Foreign Minister 
Kang Kyung-wha said that North 
Korea had balked at a written 
pledge for “complete, verifiable 
and irreversible denucleariza-
tion” for historical reasons but 
stressed that the goal remained 
the same whether that exact 
phrase was used. Fully verified, 
final denuclearization “isn’t any 
softer in stating our shared goal 
of  complete denuclearization,” 
she said.

Despite what he described as 
progress, Pompeo said the results 
so far did not warrant any easing 
of sanctions, which he said would 
be enforced “with vigor” until 
North Korea follows through 
with denuclearization.

After Trump’s historic sum-
mit with Kim in Singapore last 
month, the president declared 
the North was no longer a threat 
and would hand over the remains 
of  American soldiers. Yet three 
weeks later, the two sides were 
still divided on all the issues, in-
cluding exactly what denucleari-
zation means and how it might be 
verified. The promised remains 
have yet to be delivered. (AP)

Tens of thousands 
return home after south 
Syria ceasefire deal

Lanka Army chief warns against 
anti-reconciliation elements

Pompeo appeals for N Korea to replicate Vietnam’s ‘miracle’ 

extradition request made 
in January. The Ministry 
of  External Affairs had 
confirmed on Wednesday 
that an official request had 
been made.

But yesterday, Ma-
hathir said that the gov-
ernment would not de-
port Naik as he has been 
granted Malaysian perma-
nent resident status, unless 
he causes trouble in the 
country.

Meanwhile, a strategist 
of  Malaysia’s ruling Parti 
Pribumi Bersatu Malay-
sia (PPBM) has defended 
Prime Minister Mahathir’s 
decision not deport Naik 
to India, saying doing so 
would be akin to deporting 
Uighur Muslims to China.

PPBM strategist Rais 
Hussin said he person-
ally could see no wrong 
in Naik’s activities and 
speeches.

Deporting him would 
be akin to deporting Ui-
ghur Muslims to China, 
he said, referring to China 
pressing Malaysia for the 
extradition of  11 Uighur 
men who entered Malay-
sia illegally last year after 
their dramatic escape from 
a jail in Thailand last year.

China accuses separa-
tist extremists among the 
Uighur minority of  plot-
ting attacks on China’s 
Han majority in the restive 
far western region of  Xin-
jiang and other parts of  
China. But rights groups 

have accused China of  
rights abuses in Xinjiang 
and imposing tight control 
on the religion of  Uighurs, 
a charge denied by Beijing.

Rais also took issue 
with criticism of  Naik on 
social media. He said the 
Indian Islamic preacher 
had his own way of  articu-
lating his views through 
debates.

Naik’s detractors those 
with a mob mentali ty 
should debate him rather 
than asking him to be de-
ported to India, he said.

Rais also questioned 
the motives of  the Indi-
an authorities whose ac-
tion, he said, might not be 
grounded in justice.

In January, India had 

made a formal request to 
Malaysia to deport Naik, 
wanted by India for alleg-
edly inciting youngsters for 
terror activities through his 
hate speeches. India also 
has an extradition treaty 
with Malaysia.

Rais also said that 
i t  was unfair  of  some 
Malaysians to compare 
the country’s attempts 
to bring back convicted 
killer Sirul Azhar Umar 
and businessman Low 
Taek Jho with Malaysia’s 
stand on deporting Naik 
to India.

“Sirul was found guilty 
of  murdering Altantuya 
Shaariibuu, while Jho 
Low is implicated in grand 
theft in relation to the 1 
Malaysia Development 
Berhad case. How does 
that compare to Naik’s 
comparative debates on 
religion? Rais was quoted 
as saying.

In 2009, Sirul was con-
victed in Malaysia and 
sentenced to death for the 
sensational murder of  a 
Mongolian woman, Altan-
tuya Shaariibuu.

Meanwhile,  Naik’s 
lawyer Shaharudin Ali 
today defended the Malay-
sian government’s decision 
not to send the preacher 
back to India, saying there 
is no requirement that Ma-
laysia must accede to such 
requests.

He contended that Ma-
laysia had not gone against 
a mutual legal assistance 
agreement with India.

He said the mutual le-
gal assistance agreement 
explicitly excluded extra-

dition. 
“I also disagree with 

the notion that Malaysia 
has to blindly extradite 
any person named by a 
requesting state,” he told 
Free Malaysia Today. 

Shaharuddin said the 
extradition treaty between 
India and Malaysia would 
come into effect if  criminal 
charges had been filed in 
India’s courts. 

“We repeatedly said 
we haven’t seen these yet,” 
he said.

S h a h a r u d i n  n o t e d 
that the Malaysian gov-
ernment, under Barisan 
Nasional previously and 
currently under Pakatan 
Harapan, had consistently 
turned down requests by 
India to send Naik home 
to face prosecution.

“This doesn’t mean 
Malaysia doesn’t know 
its treaty obligations,” he 
said, asserting his view 
that the charges against 
Naik were of  a politico-
religious nature. 

Naik is being probed 
under terror and money 
laundering charges by the 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA). He had 
left India in July, 2016. 

The NIA had first reg-
istered a case against Naik 
under anti-terror laws in 
2016 for allegedly promot-
ing enmity between differ-
ent religious groups.

Naik is also under in-
vestigation for issuing al-
leged hate speeches that 
inspired a deadly terror 
attack on a popular cafe 
in Dhaka, the capital of  
Bangladesh in 2016.

Colombo, July 8 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka’s Army chief  
Mahesh Senanayake has 
accused certain politi-
cians, retired officers and 
civil society activists of  
trying to sow seeds of  
war in the country by 
sabotaging the country’s 
reconciliation efforts with 
the Tamil minority com-
munity.

Senanayake ordered 
his troops not to allow 
any individual to drive a 
wedge between the mili-
tary and the civilian popu-
lation in the former battle 
zones in the north and 
eastern provinces. 

In a  memo sent  to 

Army battalions and re-
leased to the media, Lt 
General Senanayake ac-
cused “certain politicians, 
retired military officers 
and civil society activists 
of  being critical of  the 
Army’s reconciliation ef-
forts, conducting lectures 
to make the civilians lose 
confidence in the state 
and the military.” 

“They are trying to 
sow seeds of  war. The 
media has exposed their 
conduct,” the memo says.

The Army chief  says 
such people should not be 
entertained at any mili-
tary camp and the Army 
should not take party in 

any events organised by 
them and should not pat-
ronise such anti-reconcili-
ation elements.

His remarks came af-
ter Sri Lanka’s lone Tamil 
woman minister Vijeyaka-
la Maheswaran resigned 
last week after her contro-
versial remarks seeking 
revival of  the separatist 
militant outfit led to an 
uproar in Parliament. 

The LTTE had run an 
armed movement for a 
separate Tamil homeland 
in the northern and east-
ern provinces of  the island 
nation for nearly 30 years 
before its defeat in 2009 
by the Sri Lankan army.
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Minaj, Grande reunite for 
mermaid-themed video
Rapper Nicki Minaj has teamed up with singer Ariana Grande 
for a new music video “Bed”, which shows her dressed as a 
mermaid. In the clip, Minaj writhes on the beach as a top-
less mermaid and showcases a skimpy swimsuit in a private 
swimming pool and sexy lingerie on a bed, while Grande 
dances seductively in white fuzzy lingerie on a grassy hill 
by the sea, reports eonline.com.  The single “Bed” was 
released in June. Minaj and Grande have had several 
music collaborations in the past.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: 
Sanju (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

S
ongwriter Diane 
Warren has 
become the latest 
celebrity to sup-
port legendary 

actor Morgan Freeman af-
ter he was hit with allega-
tions of sexual misconduct 
for making inappropriate 
comments to reporters 
and assistants.

In May, the veteran 
actor was the subject of 
an expose, in which eight 
women accused him of 
making ill-advised, harass-
ing remarks on film sets 
and during publicity tours.

Freeman has apolo-
gized saying he never 
meant to cause offence. 
Actress Suzanne Somers 
leaped to his defence ear-
lier this week, saying all he 
was doing was flirting. 

And now Warren, who 
penned the #MeToo move-
ment anthem “Til it hap-
pens to you”, has spoken in 
favour of Freeman, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

Warren, who experi-
enced harassment 
and miscon-
duct 

when she was younger, 
says activists and those 
making allegations must 
be aware of the difference 
between flirting and sexual 
assault.

“It’s hard to say it’s 
(#MeToo movement) gone 
too far, but there’s a couple 
of people that I know 
personally that I feel bad 
for and, with the Morgan 
Freeman thing, you go, 
‘Really?’ If somebody says, 
‘Nice legs’ or ‘You’re really 
cute...’ if someone said that 
to me, I wouldn’t treat it as 
assault,” she told the portal 
World Entertainment 
News Network (WENN).

“I mean he’s (Freeman) 
80 years 
old, 
it’s 
a 

different time. It’s like 
when George (H.W.) Bush 
pinched a girl on her a** - 
he’s 90 years old. Give him 
a break. They came up at 
a different time. Morgan 
Freeman said, ‘You’re re-
ally cute. I like those legs...’ 
You can’t put that in the 
same thing as sexual as-
sault, but some people are 
so militant about it, like, 
‘It’s all the same’. It’s not 
the same!”

The songwriter also 
said that the #MeToo 
movement may have killed 
one or two potential office 
romances: “You’re prob-
ably not gonna have a lot 
of private dinners between 
male and female employ-
ees.”

The #MeToo move-
ment was launched last 
year after the publica-
tion of an expose into 
movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein’s decades 
of bad behaviour and 

alleged sexual miscon-
duct.

IANS

M
aisie Wil-
liams has 
completed 
the shoot-
ing of the 

last season of “Game of 
Thrones” and the actor 
raised a toast to her jour-
ney  in the hit epic fantasy 
series.

The 21-year-old actor, 
who is known for play-
ing Arya Stark in the HBO 
series, took to Instagram 
to say goodbye to the show 

Give Freeman 
a break, 
says Diane 
Warren 

Maisie Williams bids adieu to ‘Game of Thrones’

Led Zeppelin musical 
may be in works

Miss America former winners, officials split over leadership

Jennifer Lawrence won’t go method
The actor’s friends would never speak to her again if she adopted a method 
acting approach and kept her characters’ accents outside of filming

on which she has worked 
since its premiere in 2011. 

“Goodbye Belfast. 
Goodbye Arya. Goodbye 
‘Game of Thrones’. What a 
joy I’ve had. Here’s to the 
adventures to come #last-
womanstanding #barely 
#immasleepforthenext-
fouryears #justkiddingi-
dontsleep,” Williams wrote.

The actor also shared 
a photograph - of a red-
spattered white sneakers 
- which was a befitting 

tribute to the show famous 
for its gory and gruesome 
moments.  Williams’ co-
star Emilia Clarke also said 
her goodbyes to the show 
last month. 

“GOT” has been shot in 
locations such as Northern 
Ireland, Croatia, Iceland, 
Morocco, Spain and Malta, 
among others.

The eighth and final 
season of the show will air 
next year.

PTI

Kim Kardashian visits women’s prison
Reality television star Kim Kardashian 
West met and interacted with prisoners.

Kim visited the California Institution 
for Women in Corona Friday with a few 
bodyguards and first toured the grounds 
and living quarters, reports tmz.com.

Then, she met 15 women to get a 
picture of what their day-to-day lives are 
like behind bars, how they feel about it 
and what their hopes, plans and anxieties 
are once they are released.

According to tmz.com, Kim was there 
for several hours, and her trip is part of 
her mission to create a programme for 
women to help them adjust to real life 
once they get out of prison.

The “Keeping Up With The Kardashi-
ans” star played a crucial role in the release 
of imprisoned grandmother Alice Marie Johnson last month. Kim is only 
continuing her efforts towards prison reform.

IANS

Halsey breaks down while singing love song
 Singer Halsey, who announced her split 
from boyfriend and rapper G-Eazy earlier 
this month, broke down while performing 
ballad “Sorry” in Lansing.

Halsey, whose actual name is Ashley 
Nicolette Frangipane, got emotional on 
Friday. This was her first performance 
since her break up with G-Eazy, reports 
people.com.

The moment was captured in a video 
by one fan who shared it on social media. 
The audience in attendance can be heard 
cheering Halsey as she takes her pause, 
with screams of “I love you”.

While singing the lyrics, “Someone will 
love you/But someone isn’t me”, Halsey 
became emotional, she paused in between 

and started sobbing for a moment before continuing. 
Halsey, who dated G-Eazy for over a year, announced her separation in a post 

shared online on July 3.
IANS

L
ed Zeppelin 
may be work-
ing on a stage 
show and movie 
with Hollywood 

funnyman Jack Black, the 
legendary rock band’s lead 
singer and lyricist Robert 
Plant has hinted.

Plant, who was hon-
oured with the Outstand-
ing Achievement Award at 
the Silver Clefs here, said: 
“I have very funny ideas 
that I’ll keep under wraps. 
I’ve been talking to Jack 
Black.”

Black is known for 
making “School Of Rock”, 
and getting him involved 
would create one of the 
more unusual rock star 
musicals, reported dailys-
tar.co.uk.

Plant said: “There’s 
been some very funny 
rock and roll films over the 
years.

“It’s all about some-
thing that happened (in 
the band). (We) sort of 
gave up 38 years ago so 
whatever we go back to 
that’s kinda where we left 
off as a real entity.”

Led Zeppelin celebrate 
their 50th anniversary 
soon.

Who would play Plant 
in a potential musical or 
movie?

“Clement Freud is 
gone,” he quipped, and 
added: “There were a lot of 
pretenders but I think a lot 
of them have gone back to 
their day jobs now.”

IANS

T
hirty former Miss 
America winners and 
state pageant officials 
are split over the leader-
ship of the organization 

after a December scandal.
Representatives from 22 state 

pageants had signed a petition 
calling for the resignation of the 
new Miss America board, includ-
ing Chairwoman Gretchen Carlson 
and President and CEO Regina 
Hopper.

Following the petition, former 
Miss America winners said to the 
newspaper The Press of Atlantic 
City that they fully support Carlon 
and other board members as they 
have worked tirelessly to move the 
programme forward.

According to the newspaper, 
Miss America Organization (MAO) 
is regrouping after a December 
scandal in which emails surfaced 
showing that CEO Sam Haskell 
and others mocked winners’ intel-

ligence, looks and sex lives.
Haskell faced severe after ef-

fects of the scandal which further 
resulted in his and other board 
members’ resignation.

The new leadership of the 
organization has gone through 
several changes. In June, MAO an-
nounced the election of three new 
board members, following the res-
ignations of Jennifer Vaden Barth 
and Valerie Crooker Clemens.

On asking about the petition, 

Hopper said that there are always 
those who disagree with or find it 
hard to accept change, organiza-
tion welcomes “those who want 
to move forward and be a part of a 
revitalized programme dedicated 
to providing scholarships and op-
portunities to all young women”.

Supporting MAO, former Miss 
America winners said: “We hope 
the voices of our majority can and 
will be heard.”

IANS

T
he 27-year-old 
actress was morti-
fied when director 
Francis Lawrence 
urged her to keep 

the Russian accent she 
adopted for her role 
as ballerina-turned-
spy in ‘Red Sparrow’ 
outside of filming 

because she 
knew her pals 
wouldn’t be 

impressed.
She said: 

“For two 
weeks before 

the movie, 
Francis 

would say, ‘You should talk 
in the accent at home. Stay 
in the accent and talk to 
your friends in the accent.’

“I said, ‘Francis, I don’t 
have those kinds of friends. 
They would never call me 
again.’ “

Jennifer spent several 
months working on the ac-
cent and though it was 
tough, it was an essential 
part of her preparations.

She said: “I’d never done 
a foreign accent before so I 
spent four months before 
the movie figuring out what 
kind of dialect she would 
have.

“Once you get there and 
you have the costume on, 
you become the character 
and it’s easier.”

The Oscar-winning ac-
tress also struggled with the 
dance training she had to do 
and the experience left her 
amazed that people choose 
to put them through so 
much “mental and physical 
discipline”.

She told Star magazine: 
“I did three hours of ballet a 
day for four months. It was 
miserable but I Think we got 
enough done so that part of 
the movie works...

“There’s absolutely no 

way that I could learn how 
to dance like a prima bal-
lerina at the Bolshoi in four 
months.

“It would be arrogant to 
think we could do some-
thing like that.

“It was more important 
for me to physically change 
my body, to hold my body 
differently and to use dif-
ferent muscles, and also to 
see the mental and physical 
discipline that these danc-
ers go through.

“I don’t know why 
they do it, it’s too hard.”

IANS
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AP/PTI

Croatia’s Ivan Rakitic scores the winning penalty in a shootout at the end of the quarterfinal match against Russia at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the 
Fisht Stadium, in Sochi, Russia on Saturday, July 7.

AP/PTI

Pakistan players pose with the trophy after winning the final T20 cricket match against Australia at the Harare 
Sports Club, in Harare on Sunday, July 8.

PTI

In this file photo dated Sept. 19, 2016 is gymnast Dipa 
Karmakar in Kolkata. Dipa Karmakar has bagged a 
gold in the vault event in Gymnastics World Challenge 
Cup in Turkey on Sunday, July 8.

AP/PTI

Japan’s Kento Momota poses with the 
gold medal after beating Denmark’s Viktor 
Axelsen at the Indonesia Open badminton 
championship on Sunday, July 8. 

PTI

A team of six women forming Ahura Racing, join forces to form India’s first all-women racing team, which 
expectedly turned heads in the opening round of the JK Tyre National Championship, in Coimbatore on 
Saturday, July 7.

World Cup: Russia’s World Cup dream 
ends with Croatia shootout defeat

Russia record holder 
Ignashevich retires 
after World Cup exit

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament

Dipa wins gold in Gymnastics World Cup

Momota claims second title in Indonesia Open final

Zaman leads Pakistan to T20 tri-series title with win over Australia

Mount Sinai HSS to face Loyola in final today

Women drivers aim to end male domination in motor racing

Sochi (Russia), July 8 (Re-
uters): Russia’s World Cup 
dream ended within ago-
nising sight of the semi-
finals as they went down 
4-3 on penalties to Croatia 
on Saturday after another 
gallant performance in 
front of their fanatical fans 
which again belied their 
lowly ranking.

Having knocked out 
Spain on penalties in the 
previous round, Russia, 
70th in the FIFA rankings, 
again defied the odds to 
take 20th ranked Croatia to 
a shootout with a 2-2 draw 
after extra time but on this 
occasion their marksman-
ship deserted them.

Croatia, a shadow of 
the team which cruised 
through their group with 
maximum points, won 
the shootout when Ivan 
Rakitic calmly netted and 
they will face England in 
the semi-finals in Moscow 
on Wednesday.

As usual, Russia went 
down fighting in front of 
a raucous crowd as Mario 
Fernandes headed a dra-
matic equaliser with five 
minutes of extra time left, 
only for the Brazilian-born 
player to turn villain as he 
missed their third shootout 
kick.

Before that,  Denis 
Cheryshev had rifled Rus-
sia in front with a long-
range thunderbolt in the 
31st minute before Andrej 
Kramaric equalised for 

Croatia six minutes before 
halftime.

Crotia then went in 
front with a soft header 
from substitute Domagoj 
Vida in the 101st minute, 
the first goal scored in extra 
time at the tournament.

Russia coach Stanislav 
Cherchesov, whose side 
were without a win in seven 
matches before the finals, 
prompting many to fear an 
embarrassing group stage 
exit, was typically belliger-
ent.

“I’ve very pleased at 

how the team played the 
whole World Cup, how it 
showed its character and 
worked to the maximum,” 
he said. “But you always 
start questions with nega-
tive things.

“This World Cup has 
been organised in the best 
possible way. What has 
happened, happened. We 
have been a very good host 
from the point of view of 
football and sports, organi-
sation and administration.”

Croatia, who reached 
their first semi-final since 

1998, dominated posses-
sion over the 120 minutes 
but were let down by poor 
final passes and were vul-
nerable to Russia’s aerial 
game.

“We should have fin-
ished the job before penal-
ties, but maybe it’s written 
in the stars that we have 
to go through the extra 
drama,” said inspirational 
playmaker Luka Modric.
Lively start
After a lively opening, 
the intensity of the game 
dropped off, with sessions 

of head tennis in midfield, 
but it was Russia’s more 
rustic approach which paid 
dividends first as they went 
ahead out of the blue, in 
stunning style.

Cheryshev collected 
the ball near the halfway 
line, exchanged passes with 
Artem Dzyuba and curled a 
superb 25-metre shot past 
the transfixed Subasic.

Slack defending al-
lowed Croatia to level eight 
minutes later. Striker Mario 
Mandzukic ran unchal-
lenged into the penalty 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 8 (EMN): Mount Sinai 
Higher Secondary School will clash 
with Loyola School, Jakhama in the 
final of the second edition of Kohima 
District Inter-School Football Tourna-
ment at the Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima on Monday.

The valedictory function sched-
uled to be held at 1 pm, will be attend-
ed by MLA Neikiesalie Kire, advisor 
for Rural Development as the patron.

The tournament is jointly being 
organised by Royal Club Kohima in 
collaboration with the department 
of School Education and Youth Re-
sources & Sports. 

On the way to the final, Mount 
Sinai has remained undefeated 
throughout the tournament. They 

have so far scored 10 goals and con-
ceded three goals, Dougunglal with 
four goals and Toshisungzung with 
three goals. 

While Loyola has scored 18 goals 
with Vinongol Luho leading the goal 
tally with seven goals and Keduhoto 
Zao in second with four goals. 

However Loyola lost a match 
against Mt Sinai in the Pool finals 
from a goalkeeping error. The team 
should be worried about the goal-
keeper Luho who has conceded two 
goals in the previous matches. 

The champions will walk away 
with INR 70,000, while the runner-up 
will be awarded a cash prize of INR 
40,000. The two semi-finalists i.e. 
Northfield and Chandmari HSS will 
receive INR 20,000 each. Player of 

the tournament, the ‘best cheering 
school’ and the best disciplined team, 
will received also INR 5000 each.

30 schools within Kohima dis-
trict participated in the tournament 
namely The Vineyard School, Bethel 
HSS, TMGHSS, Don Bosco HSS, Mt. 
Hermon HSS, Loyola School, Grace 
HSS, Christ King HSS, Don Bosco 
Tseminyu, Holy Family HSS, Char-
ity School, St. Paul Phesama, Mt. 
Sinai HSS, Dainty Buds School and 
Rüzhükhrie GHSS, GHS Rüsoma, 
St. Mary’s Cathedral HSS, MHBHSS, 
Khedi Baptist HSS, Baptist High, 
Chandmari HSS, BM School Jotsoma, 
Mezhür HSS, GHSS Jotsoma, Stella 
HSS, Northfield, Dr. Neilhouzhu 
GHSS, CD King HSS Jotsoma, Mt. 
Carmel and G. Rio.

Coimbatore, July 8 (IANS): 
Who said Indian women 
have a long way to go to 
catch up with their male 
counterparts in a sport like 
motor racing? Meet these 
young ladies from various 
walks of life who have be-
come the cynosure of all 
eyes during the opening 
round of the 21st JK Tyre 
National racing champion-
ship here.

Founded and concep-
tualised by former national 
champion Sarosh Hataria, 
the Ahura Racing team -- 
an all-girl team of six par-
ticipants -- scripted history 
when they drove the For-
mula LGB cars at the Kari 
Motor Speedway over the 
weekend.

Led by popular Marathi 
and Bollywood actor Mani-

sha Kelkar and dentist 
Ritika Oberoi, the Ahura 
team came into existence 
after Hataria handpicked 12 
women out of 190 who sent 
in their entries to an online 
post a fortnight ago.

On Saturday, six of the 
12 realised their dream of 
racing in a professional cir-
cuit while the other six have 
been kept on standby and 
could get to race during the 
four-round JK Tyre national 
championship.

Manisha, the daugh-
ter of veteran Bollywood 
screenwriter Ram Kelkar, 
was one of those six lucky 
ladies who had their dream 
come true on Saturday.

The 32-year-old, a self-
proclaimed adventure 
junkie, was elated to be 
a part of the historic mo-

area and chipped a low ball 
back into the centre where 
the unmarked Kramaric 
scored with a glancing 
header.

Croatia were agonis-
ingly close to taking the 
lead on the hour when 
Russia’s defence failed 
to clear the ball and Ivan 
Perisic’s shot hit the inside 
of the post and rebounded 
harmlessly across the face 
of the goal.

Croatia did finally go 
ahead when Vida met a 
corner with a weak down-
ward header which found 
its way through two sets of 
legs and rolled into the net.

To their eternal credit, 
Russia still did not give in 
and hit back again when 
Alan Dzagoev floated a free 
kick into the area and Fer-
nandes powered home a 
header to force a shootout.

Fyodor Smolov saw 
Russia’s first penalty saved 
by Danijel Subasic and, 
although home keeper 
Igor Akinfeev kept out a 
Mateo Kovacic kick, the 
hosts’ fate was sealed when 
Fernandes missed.

 “I don’t cry often, but 
now I have good cause,” 
said Croatia coach Zlatko 
Dalic. “Of course there is 
some power left for the 
English - we’ll not stop, 
we’ll try to play our best 
game then.

“We have two matches 
to play, we are very moti-
vated, we will give our all.”

Moscow, July 8 (Reuters): 
Russia’s most-capped play-
er Sergei Ignashevich an-
nounced his retirement 
from soccer on Sunday after 
the hosts were eliminated 
by Croatia on penalties in 
the World Cup quarter-final 
hours earlier.

The 38-year-old de-
fender, who spent his en-
tire club career at Russian 
clubs, was a key member of 
Russia’s run to the last eight 
at their home tournament, 
having played in each of 
their five matches.

According to world soc-
cer’s governing body FIFA 
he earned a total of 127 
caps, scoring nine goals, 
and holding the record 
for most international ap-
pearances by any Russian 
player.

Ignashevich also cap-
tained CSKA Moscow to the 
2005 UEFA Cup title.

“This was my last World 
Cup, my last tournament 
and the last match of my 
soccer career. If it wasn’t 
for the World Cup, I think 

I would have ended (my 
career) earlier,” Ignashevich 
said in a video posted on 
social media.

“The World Cup was a 
strong motivation of me.

“I feel joy, a feeling of 
peace because I am ending 
on a high note. I am playing 
at the World Cup. I am play-
ing in the quarter-finals. I 
am playing on a great team 
with a great coach, a real 
coach and with players who 
give themselves fully to the 
game.”

Ignashevich was one 
of the successful penalty-
takers in their 4-3 shoot-out 
defeat against Croatia and 
was also on target from the 
spot when they beat Spain 
again on penalties in the 
second round.

“Anything can happen 
is soccer. But here no one 
was dissatisfied, not in the 
dressing room and not on 
the pitch,” he said.

“I plan to receive a 
coaching license in Decem-
ber. I would like to become 
a coach, a good coach.”  

New Delhi, July 8 (PTI): Returning to ac-
tion after a long lay-off of nearly two years 
due to injury, India’s premier gymnast Dipa 
Karmakar clinched the gold medal in the 
vault event of FIG Artistic Gymnastics World 
Challenge Cup at Mersin, Turkey today.

The 24-year-old from Tripura, who had 
finished fourth in vault event in the 2016 Rio 
Olympics, scored 14.150 to win gold today. 
She had topped the qualification also with 
a score of 13.400.

This is Dipa’s first medal in a World 
Challenge Cup. 

Dipa, who is being accompanied by her 
coach Bisheshwar Nandi, has also qualified 
in balance beam finals by finishing third in 
the qualification with a score of 11.850.

Dipa had suffered an Anetrior Cruciate 
Ligament (ACL) injury after Rio Olympics 
and had undergone surgery. She was ini-
tially confident of making a comeback at 
the Commonwealth Games but rehabilita-
tion took more time than expected and she 

Jakarta, July 8 (AFP): Japanese shuttler Ken-
to Momota claimed his second Indonesia 
Open badminton title Sunday after defeat-
ing first-seeded Viktor Axelsen of Denmark 
in the tournament’s men’s singles final.

The 23-year-old started the men’s singles 
match with a convincing lead 11-1 to the 
first game’s interval before closing the match 
21-14 and 21-9 after several unforced errors 
by the Dane.

Momota won bronze in the 2015 In-
donesia Open but was slapped with a 
12-month ban by the Japan Badminton 
Association the following year after being 
caught gambling in an illegal casino.

This is Momota’s biggest title since his 
2017 comeback.

“This victory means so much to me 
ahead of the World Championship and 
Asian Games,” he told journalists after the 
match.

World number one Axelsen praised 

Harare, July 8 (AFP): Open-
er Fakhar Zaman cracked a 
career-best 91 to help set 
up Pakistan’s six-wicket win 
over Australia in the final 
of the Twenty20 tri-series 
at Harare Sports Club on 
Sunday.

Zaman shared in a cen-
tury stand with Shoaib Ma-
lik as Pakistan recovered 
from an early wobble in 
their pursuit of Australia’s 
183 for 8, and Malik then 
showed all the experience 
of an 18-year internation-
al career to see his team 
home with an unbeaten 
43.

It looked as though 
Australia had produced a 
masterstroke in opening 
the bowling with Glenn 

Sergei Ignashevich

ment but went on to explain 
that her motive was mainly 
to inspire young girls who 
dream of a career in racing 

but unfortunately can’t af-
ford the expensive sport.

“I am an adventure 
junkie and love any kind 

of speed and adventure. I 
always wanted to sit in a 
Formula car but never ever 
dreamt of participating and 

qualifying for Nationals, so 
that way it’s a dream-come-
true moment for me,” Man-
isha told IANS here.

On being asked about 
her experience, Manisha 
has no hesitation to call 
herself the rookiest of all 
racers, but explained how 
she chased her dreams in 
the matter of a fortnight and 
even taking a short break 
from her busy acting career.

“I can’t express my expe-
rience in words, being the 
rookiest of the racers, I am 
proud of my performance 
on debut. My mentors Saroj 
and Rohit Khanna taught us 
really well as we didn’t have 
much time.”

“Sixty girls were select-
ed from all over India and 
trained for two days, and 
then six girls with the best 

lap time were selected,” she 
explained.

Manisha, however went 
on to explain that her main 
intention was to inspire 
young girls to battle all odds 
and take up the sport.

“We have a huge po-
tential in our country, but 
where we lack is chan-
nelising that talent. Lack 
of sponsors is also another 
reason but companies like 
JK Tyre have been phenom-
enal in their support.

“These kinds of talent 
hunts help in unraveling the 
raw talent,” she said.

Dentist Ritika also had 
a similar story. She became 
confident after taking part 
in the Desert Storm last 
year. “It was after the Desert 
Storm my navigator mo-
tivated me to take up rac-

ing professionally. Being a 
passionate driver, having 
done all the forms includ-
ing off-roading and rally, 
this was something which I 
was waiting for a long time,” 
Ritika told IANS.

The team also includes 
two mothers Diana Pun-
dole and Natasha Shah, 
and Phoebe Nongrum, an 
aspiring IAS officer from 
Shillong, who are stand-bys 
and awaiting their chance 
of racing in the next three 
rounds.

While the first round 
got off successfully, with 
Hataria just about manag-
ing the hefty season fees of 
nearly Rs 80 lakh, the team 
owner is keeping his fingers 
crossed on the future as he 
dreams of having an all-girls 
team a routine affair.

missed the Gold Coast event. 
She has been included in the 10-mem-

ber Indian gymnastics team for the upcom-
ing Asian Games.

Maxwell’s offspin as debu-
tant Sahibzada Farhan was 
stumped off the first ball 
he faced and Hussain Talat 
sliced a catch to point three 
balls later to derail Paki-
stan’s chase.

Australia threatened to 
storm to victory, but Za-
man quickly set about re-

building the innings. First, 
he added 45 with captain 
Sarfraz Ahmed to take his 
team out of immediate 
danger, and he then added 
107 for the fourth wicket 
with Malik to seize the ad-
vantage for Pakistan.

When Zaman fell cut-
ting out to deep cover, 

Pakistan still needed 30 
from 24, but while Malik re-
mained at the crease their 
chase was always safe.

Their ultimate victory 
capped a mixed day for 
Pakistan. Australia captain 
Aaron Finch was given a 
first-ball reprieve when he 
was dropped by Malik in 

the deep after top-edging a 
hook, and several misfields 
allowed any pressure with 
the new ball to be imme-
diately dissipated.

Their errors allowed 
Australia to get off to a flier, 
with Finch putting togeth-
er a 95-run opening stand 
with D’Arcy Short. Short 
was also dropped just after 
he had reached a 39-ball 
fifty, but he could not bet-
ter his previous T20I high 
score of 76 and Pakistan’s 
bowling at the death kept 
Australia in check.

From 95 for 0 after the 
first 10 overs, Australia lost 
8 for 88 and their 183 for 8 
was not quite enough to 
better Pakistan in the final 
analysis.

Momota’s performance and said his 
opponent deserved the victory.

In the women’s singles, first seed 
Tai Tzu Ying claimed her second tour-
nament victory after beating China’s 
Chen Yufei 21-23, 21-15 and 21-9.

Despite her win, the Taiwanese 
said she was unsatisfied with her per-
formance and played too hastily in the 

opening game.
“After losing the first game, I 

told myself that I really need to 
win this match. I am glad that 
the crowds are behind me,” 
she said.

Tai first won her first Indo-
nesian Open title in 2016 as an 
unseeded player.

Chen said she was pleased 
with her tournament per-
formance after stunning big 
names such as Akane Yamagu-
chi of Japan and Korean Sung 
Ji-hyun in her road to the finals.

Second seed Yuki Fukushi-
ma and Sayaka Hirota of Japan 
bagged the women’s doubles 
title after beating compatriots 
Mayu Matsumoto and Wakana 
Nagahara 21-14, 16-21 and 
21-14.
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India's Rohit Sharma and Hardik Pandya celebrate after their team won the 3rd IT20 Series cricket match against England at the 
Brightside Ground, in Bristol, England on Sunday July 8.

AP/PTI

Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany, right, celebrates on the podium with second-placed 
Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain after winning the British Formula One Grand Prix at the 
Silverstone racetrack, Silverstone in England on Sunday, July 8. 

AP/PTI

Serena Williams

Croatia defender Domagoj Vida dedicated his country's win over World 
Cup hosts Russia in the quarter-finals to Ukraine.

Rohit's century helps India clinch series against England

Vettel wins; Hamilton second at Silverstone

Serena looms large as second 
week begins at Wimbledon

Croatia's Vida escapes ban 
over pro-Ukraine celebration

Fearless France ready to show 
Belgium's Henry he picked wrong side

Bristol, July 8 (PTI): Rohit 
Sharma's elegant unbeaten 
century made it a walk in 
the park for India as they 
cruised to a seven-wicket 
victory against England to 
clinch the three-match T20 
International series 2-1 here 
today. 

The Indian vice-captain 
made a target of 199 look 
ridiculously easy on a small 
Bristol ground after the vis-
iting bowlers did a com-
mendable job at the back 
end to restrict the hosts to a 
sub-par score.

Captain Virat Kohli 
(43 off 29 balls) played his 
part with his authoritative 
strokeplay while Hardik 
Pandya, who shone with 
the ball earlier with a four-
wicket haul, also made a 
significant contribution 
with the bat. Pandya hit 33 
not out off just 14 balls as 
India reached to 201 for 3 in 
18.4 overs. 

The series win set the 
right tone for the gruelling 
challenges ahead with the 
three-match ODI series, up 
next, starting from July 12. 

Rohit stroked his way to 
100 not out, his third T20I 
hundred, with the help of 11 
fours and five sixes, adding 
89 runs for the third wicket 
with Kohli, who got his first 
score of note on the tour 
of UK.

Virat's 43 came from 29 

balls and had two fours and 
two sixes. 

Chasing a decent target 
of 199 on a small ground, 
India made a bright start 
with 21 runs on board after 
the second over but opener 
Shikhar Dhawan (5) got out 
immediately as Jake Ball 
made a fine diving catch at 
short fine leg. 

The other opener Rohit 
Sharma was in good touch 
as he hit Liam Plunkett for 
two sixes and a four in the 
fourth over to build up the 
momentum of the Indian 
run chase. 

Lokesh Rahul (19 off 10 
balls) fell to a spectacular 
catch by Chris Jordan who 
made a huge ground from 
long-on and then flung 
himself full length to pluck 
the ball out of nowhere. 
Despite that, India were on 
course with 70 on board 
for 2 wickets at the end of 
powerplay.

Ben Stokes was intro-
duced in the seventh over 
and he made an immediate 
impact by conceding just 
two runs from that over.

But Rohit was not the 
one to remain quiet as he 
collected a few more fours 
to reach his fifty off 28 balls 
in the ninth over while also 
taking Indian score to 100 
for 2 at halfway mark.

Rohit then launched 
on Plunkett with a six and 

Silverstone (England), July 
8 (Reuters): Sebastian Vet-
tel won the British Grand 
Prix for Ferrari on Sunday 
to deny Lewis Hamilton a 
fifth successive home vic-
tory and move eight points 
clear at the top of the For-
mula One standings.

In a thrilling race with 
two safety car periods, 
reigning champion Ham-
ilton went from pole posi-
tion to the rear of the field 
before finishing second 
for Mercedes in a superb 
fightback.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raik-
konen was third, after in-
curring a 10-second pen-
alty for tangling with the 
slow-starting Hamilton 
at the third corner of the 
opening lap and sending 
the Briton spinning.

The win was Vettel’s 
fourth of the season, 51st of 
his career, and once-domi-
nant champions Mercedes’ 
first defeat at Silverstone 
since 2012 before the V6 
turbo era started.
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“You’re a lion,” the elat-
ed team told him over the 
radio at the chequered flag 
as they celebrated Ferrari’s 
first win in Britain since 
2011.

“I was a bit concerned 
going into the race but I 
was fine, probably a bit of 
adrenaline,” said the Ger-
man, who had struggled 
with a neck strain on Sat-

urday.
“The neck held up and 

that was a race I enjoyed a 
lot and I think the people 
enjoyed it a lot.”

Hamilton was on a 

London, July 8 (Reuters): 
Serena Williams was con-
sidered a ‘dangerous float-
er’ a week ago, but halfway 
through Wimbledon the 
American now looks favou-
rite to win an eighth, and 
perhaps most special, title.

The exodus of seeded 
players has been so spec-
tacular that only one of the 
top 10 remains — number 
seven Karolina Pliskova.

World number one Si-
mona Halep, defending 
champion Garbine Mu-
guruza, Australian Open 
winner Caroline Wozniacki 
and U.S. Open title holder 
Sloane Stephens have all 
bitten the dust.

Add double Wimbledon 
champion Petra Kvitova 
and Serena’s older sister Ve-
nus to that list, and there is 
a strong case to say the title 
is now Serena’s to lose — so 
impressive has the 36-year-
old American been despite 
playing only a handful of 
matches this year after giv-
ing birth to daughter Alexis 
Olympia in September.

At 181 she is the low-
est-ranked player left in 
the draw but that will fool 
nobody. She was sensibly 
bumped up to 25th seed 
and has fully vindicated 
that decision, winning all 
six sets she has played.

It  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t 
29-year-old Russian quali-

fier Evgeniya Rodina will 
stop her in Monday’s last 
16, but the path ahead is 
not without hazards.

Former world number 
one Pliskova, Dutchwoman 
Kiki Bertens - who did for 
Venus in the last round, and 
Germany’s Julia Goerges, 
the 13th seed, are all in her 
half of the draw.

O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e 
Dominika Cibulkova, who 
was bumped out of the 
seedings to accommodate 
Serena, is playing as if she 
has a point to prove, while 
Latvian Jelena Ostapenko, 
who won last year’s French 
Open, and Russian Daria 
Kasatkina, both 21, have 
proved they are no respect-
ers of reputation.

After a week of shocks, 
the women’s tournament 
has reached the halfway 
point tantalisingly poised.

Look only as far as Ha-
lep, who was knocked out 
by Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-Wei, 
as evidence that this year’s 
tournament has been the 
wildest in terms of seeds 
falling for decades.

“(Serena) I feel has 
a chance to win it, defi-
nitely,” the Romanian said. 
“But also I see many other 
players that they have the 
chance to win it. Depends 
on the day. Depends on the 
power, the feelings. Every-
one can do it.”

charge from the first lap, 
back up to seventh already 
after nine laps but still 26 
seconds behind his fellow 
four-times world cham-
pion.

The appearance of the 
safety car on the 33rd of 
52 laps, after Sauber’s Mar-
cus Ericsson crashed, was 
greeted with a huge cheer 
from the 140,500 crowd and 
was just what Hamilton 
needed to close the gap.

Vettel pitted but Mer-
cedes kept Hamilton out, 
assuring him he was “the 
fastest guy by miles” with 
everything to play for on 
tyres that would last the 
distance.

Hamilton’s team mate 
Valtteri Bottas then led and 
a second safety car, after 
Renault’s Carlos Sainz and 
Haas’s Romain Grosjean 
collided, kept the front four 
nose to tail and only frac-
tions apart.

Vettel then passed Bot-
tas five laps from the end, 
with the Finn’s tyres fad-

ing, and Hamilton was also 
through a lap later and the 
chase was on to the finish 
with the German winning 
by 2.2 seconds.

“This is the greatest 
race of the year and the 
greatest crowd, I am sorry I 
could not bring it home for 
you today,” Hamilton told 
the crowd. “I will not give 
up, believe me, I will not 
give up.

“My team did an amaz-
ing job this weekend, we 
got so much support. In-
teresting tactics I would say 
from their side, but we’ll do 
what we can to fight them.”

Raikkonen held his 
hand up and admitted he 
had made a mistake.

“At the third corner I 
locked the wheel so I ended 
up hitting Lewis on the 
rear corner. He spun, my 
bad,” said the 2007 world 
champion.

“It was my mistake. I 
deserved it,” he added of 
the penalty. “I took the 10 
seconds and kept fighting.”

a four in the 11th over and 
captain Virat Kohli, who 
came on the crease at the 
fall of Rahul, joined the par-
ty with a six in the next over 
to place India well on course 
of the target.

The Indian captain be-
gan to gain in confidence as 
he hit another six off Plun-
kett before he fell victim 
of Jordan in the 15th over, 
caught and bowled by the 
bowler in a soft dismissal.

Hardik Pandya, who 
came in for Kohli, immedi-
ately found the boundaries 
and India needed just 29 
from the last three overs to 
win the match. India took 
20 runs in the 18th over 

with Pandya hitting two 
fours and a six. Then he hit 
the winning runs, a six off 
Jordan to clinch the series.

Earlier, opening bats-
man Jason Roy rained sixes 
in his blistering innings of 

Moscow, July 8 (AFP): Croa-
tia defender Domagoj Vida 
escaped a FIFA ban on 
Sunday after posting a clip 
dedicating his country's 
victory over Russia in the 
World Cup quarter-final to 
Ukraine.

Vida scored an extra-
time goal and one of Croa-
tia's penalties in a 4-3 shoot-
out win over the World Cup 
hosts in Sochi on Saturday.

The ponytailed 29-year-
old shouted "Glory to 
Ukraine!" in a video posted 
by former Croatia inter-
national Ognjen Vukojevic 
shortly after the dramatic 
finale in Sochi. Vida used to 
play for Ukrainian club Dy-
namo Kiev. Vukojevic also 
played for the club and now 
works for them as a scout.

FIFA said it had studied 
the video and decided to 
issue a warning to Vida but 
not take any further mea-
sures.

"We can confirm that 
FIFA's disciplinary com-
mittee has sent a warning 
to the player Domagoj Vida 
due to his video statement," 
a spokesman told AFP.

"Glory to Ukraine!" was 
a slogan of the former Soviet 
republic's pro-EU revolu-
tion that toppled a Russian-
backed president in 2014.

It  was fol lowed by 
Russia's annexation of 

Istra (Russia), July 8 (Reuters): France will 
go into their World Cup semi-final against 
neighbours Belgium with a “hunger to win” 
and a desire to show their 1998 World Cup 
winner Thierry Henry that he picked the 
wrong side, forward Olivier Giroud said on 
Sunday.

Retired French striker Henry is now a 
member of the Belgian coaching staff. The 
two sides will meet on Tuesday to decide 
who plays in July 15’s World Cup final.

“It is bizarre to have Thierry against us in 
this match,” Giroud told reporters. “I would 
be very proud to show Thierry that he chose 
the wrong camp.”

Both teams have earned their billing 
as pre-tournament favourites, with France 
ousting Uruguay in the last eight and Belgium 
stunning five-times cham-
pions Brazil  to book 
their own semi- f i -
nal spot.

 “I  w o u l d 
have preferred 
to have Henry on 
our side, to give 
me and the other 
French forwards 
advice, but 
I am not 
too jeal-
ous,” the 
31-year-
old Gir-
oud said.

T h e 
f o r w a r d 
h a s  b e e n 
criticised by 
Henry in the 
past,  but he 
said there were 

no hard feelings - just his hunger to win.
“It has been a few years since he said 

what he said about me. My job is to be 
good on the pitch, to represent France as 
well as possible. It is also a particular match 
for him.

“I really want to communicate (to 
France teammates) my hunger to win.”

The game, as expected, has monopo-
lized the front pages in both countries, com-
plete with references to their long comic 
book traditions.

“It is more than a match,” Aujourd’hui 
en France newspaper said on a full front-
page spread that featured the two countries’ 
most beloved comic characters - Tintin for 
Belgium and Asterix for France.

Le Journal du Dimanche devoted six 
pages to the Franco-Belgian friendship 
and rivalry – this time with an excerpt from 
an Asterix comic book on its front page, 
while sports daily L’Equipe twisted Tintin’s 
“Destination Moon” to feature French and 
Belgian players.

Giroud said his teammates knew Bel-
gium very well with many players from both 
teams competing in the English Premier 
League, including himself.

But he said France were talented and 
experienced enough to break down 
Belgium’s defensive “wall” around 
keeper Thibaut Courtois.

“Courtois is difficult to play 
against. He is very good in this World 
Cup with a good defence in front of 
him,” Giroud said. “There will be 

gaps that will have to be used,” 
the forward added.

“I am convinced that 
we will break down 

this wall.”

67 off just 31 balls but India 
made a superb fightback on 
the back of Hardik Pandya's 
four-wicket haul to restrict 
England to 198 for nine.

Sent into bat, Roy and 
his opening partner Jos But-
tler (34 runs of 21 balls) 
shared 94 runs from 7.5 
overs to make a flying start 
in their innings as the duo 
dealt in fours and sixes ini-
tially.

England would have 
posted a much bigger total 
but for the comeback by the 
Indian bowlers led by Har-
dik Pandya who took 4/38.

During the England in-
nings, Indian wicketkeeper 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
also became the first wick-
et keeper to complete 50 
catches in T20Is by taking 
five catches. 

Some poor bowling 
from Indian pacers, who 
either sprayed the ball or 
bowled too short, helped 
England in making a bright 
start.

The visitors also did not 
do too well in the powerplay 
overs and England made 
merry under the sun as they 
had hit eight fours and two 
sixes within the first five 
overs.

Buttler was dropped by 
Siddharth Kaul when on 
20 with Chahal being the 
unfortunate bowler. Roy, on 
the other hand, reached his 

third T20I half-century off 
only 23 balls, inclusive of 
four fours and five sixes.

The breakthrough came 
just as India were starting 
to wonder where to bowl 
to the opening duo. Kaul 
(2/35) bowled a quicker, 
fuller delivery and Buttler 
missed as he was bowled.

Pandya bowled poorly 
in his first spell, against the 
field set by his captain as 
he was taken for two fours 
and two sixes, but returned 
later to impact the English 
middle order.

In the 14th over, Chahal 
missed a chance to dismiss 
Eoin Morgan (then on 4), 
failing to latch onto a high 
catch at cover only to end 
up banging his head on the 
ground.

He went off for some 
treatment but Morgan did 
India a favour with another 
skier off the very next ball. 
Dhoni completed the catch 
this time around. Pandya 
was not done yet, as he had 
Alex Hales (30) caught be-
hind too. 

England lost four wick-
ets for 46 runs before Ben 
Stokes (14) and Jonny Bair-
stow (25 off 14 balls) had a 
37-run partnership. There 
was another mini collapse 
thereafter, as the hosts lost 
five wickets for 21 runs in 
the last 14 balls to finish be-
low the 200-run mark.

Ukraine's Crimea peninsula 
and a pro-Kremlin separat-
ist war in eastern Ukraine 
that has claimed more than 
10,000 lives.

Vukojevic added in the 
video: "This victory is for 
Dynamo (Kiev) and for 
Ukraine! Croatia onwards!"

The clip was picked up 
by Russian state media and 
drew condemnation from 
some officials.

"Such actions should 
be punished," parliament's 
sports committee mem-
ber Dmitry Svishchyov told 
the RIA Novosti state news 
agency.

"Political, nationalist 
and racist slogans are not 

welcome at the World Cup."
Vida issued a statement 

distributed by Croatia's 
football federation after 
the FIFA ruling calling the 
entire incident a misunder-
standing.

"I regret that some me-
dia representatives have 
interpreted our communi-
cation in such a manner," 
he said.

"It was definitely no po-
litical message, but a simple 
thank you for all the support 
from Ukraine, where Vuko-
jevic and I spent a number 
of years."

He had earlier told Rus-
sian media that the message 
was "just a joke".


