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New York, July 7 (IANS): Some 
popular apps on your Android 
phone may be actively listening to 
you, monitoring your habits and 
even secretly taking screenshots of 
your activity and sending them to 
third parties, a new study has found.

These screenshots and videos of 
your activity on the screen could in-
clude usernames, passwords, credit 
card numbers, and other important 
personal information, the research-
ers said.

"We found that every app has 
the ability to record your screen 
and anything you type," said David 
Choffnes, a Professor at Boston's 
Northeastern University. 

The findings will be presented 
at the Privacy Enhancing Technol-
ogy Symposium Conference in 
Barcelona.

For the study, the team analysed 
more than 17,000 of the most popu-
lar apps on the Android operating 
system, using an automated test 
programme written by the students. 

In all, 9,000 of the 17,000 apps 
showed the potential to take 

screenshots.
"There were no audio leaks at 

all. Not a single app activated the 
microphone," said Christo Wilson, 
Professor at the varsity. 

"Then we started seeing things 
we didn't expect. Apps were au-
tomatically taking screenshots of 
themselves and sending them to 
third parties."

Although these privacy breach-

es appeared to be benign, they 
emphasised how easily a phone's 
privacy window could be exploited 
for profit.

"This opening will almost cer-
tainly be used for malicious purpos-
es. It's simple to install and collect 
this information. And what's most 
disturbing is that this occurs with 
no notification to or permission by 
users," Wilson noted. 

Although the study was con-
ducted on Android phones, there 
is no reason to believe that other 
phone operating systems would 
be less vulnerable, the research-
ers said.

Another study, published in 
Headache: The Journal of Head and 
Face Pain, found that apps devel-
oped to help people track their mi-
graine pain often share information 
with third parties, posing privacy 
risks partly because there are few 
legal protections against the sale 
or disclosure of data from medical 
apps to third parties.

"In 2018, it is estimated that 
nearly half of 3.4 billion smartphone 
users will use health related apps, 
and currently, there are a wide range 
of apps on the market for various 
neurologic and pain conditions," 
said lead author Mia Minen, from 
the New York University Langone 
Medical Center in the US. 

"We think our study may have 
widespread implications for people 
suffering from various chronic con-
ditions," Minen added.

New traffic guidelines for Kohima town 
Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): To help “smooth 
flow of traffic and ease traffic congestion in 
Kohima town,” the Kohima police authori-
ties have listed new traffic regulations to be 
followed ‘with immediate effect.’

A press release from the Kohima police 
establishment on Saturday announced the 
new guidelines.  The regulations, given in 
the following, are to be strictly complied 
with, the authorities have informed.  
•	 Entry	of	heavy	vehicles	 into	Kohima	

will be restricted from Khuzama Police 
Check-gate from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.

•	 Entry	of	heavy	vehicles	into	Kohima	town	
will be restricted from Phesama Police 
Check-gate from 8: 00 am till 7:00 pm.

•	 Entry	of	heavy	vehicles	into	Kohima	town	
will be restricted from By-pass traffic po-
lice booth from 8:00 am till 6:00 pm.

•	 Heavy	vehicles	will	be	restricted	to	ply	
in the Kohima town from 8:00 am till 
6:00 pm.

Most parties oppose simultaneous polls in meeting with Law Commission 
New Delhi, July 7 (IANS): Most 
political parties, including those 
friendly with the BJP, told the Law 
Commission on Saturday that 
they are opposed to the proposal 
of simultaneous elections to the 
Lok Sabha and state Assemblies 
saying that it was against the 
constitution and would dilute 
regional interests.

Parties that opposed the 
proposal included Trinamool 
Congress and CPI and IUML. 
AIADMK, which is perceived to 
be close to the BJP, and BJP ally, 
Goa Forward Party, opposed it. 
AIADMK said it was opposed 
to holding simultaneous elec-
tions in 2019 but can consider 
the proposal in 2024 if there is a 
consensus on the issue.

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), a 
part of BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance, supported the 
proposal, which has been strong-
ly articulated many times by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

The Law Commission had 
written to recognised national and 
state parties to participate in con-
sultation on simultaneous polls 

being held by it on July 7 and 8.
Trinamool Congress MP 

Kalyan Banerjee, who put for-
ward party's views before the 
Law Commission, later said that 
Modi's concept of simultaneous 
elections in the country is "im-
practical and unconstitutional." 

"The basic structure of the 
constitution cannot be changed. 
We are against the concept of the 
simultaneous election because 
it is against the constitution. it 
should not be done.

"It is impractical, not possible 
and contrary to the Constitution. 
Democracy and government 
should be given priority. The 
financial issue is secondary, first 
priority is the Constitution and 
democracy. Constitution has to 
be upheld," he said. 

AIADMK leader M. Thambi-
durai told reporters that it was 
not possible to hold simultane-
ous elections in 2019."

"It is not possible in 2019 
because people of states like 
Gujarat, Punjab, Himachal, Tamil 
Nadu and others have voted a 
government for five years. Let 

these assemblies complete their 
full "erm," he said. 

Thambidurai, who is Lok 
Sabha Deputy Speaker, said if 
needed the proposal could be 
considered in 2024. "At that time 
we can consider. The people and 
the stake holders should be given 
adequate time to present their 
views. It needs constitutional 
amendment. If they bring it for 
constitutional amendment in 
2024, we will consider it. We 
don't want simultaneous polls in 
2019," he said. 

GFP President Vijai Sardesai 
said they had expressed our op-
position to the proposal obe-
cause it goes against federalism. 

"It would affect the federal 
structure of the country. The 
entire proposal is impractical. It 
won't work," Sardesai said. 

He said that if the proposal 
was implemented, the region-
al issues would go to the back 
burner. "The idea is good but will 
dilute issues of regional na"ure," 
he said. 

CPI leader Atul Anjan said the 
Law Commission had been asked 

to hold consultations as par" 
of "One country, One election" 
agenda being pushed by Modi"

"The CPI feels that holding 
simultaneous elections to Lok 
Sabha and assemblies in the 
present social and economic 
conditions, when states have 
their own agenda and difficulties, 
is against the basic spirit of the 
Constitution."

Anjan said he came to know 
from the Law Commission that 
the Law Ministry has asked them 
to examine the concept and par-
liament is the right platform to 
discuss the issue. 

SAD MP Naresh Gujral said 
the party "fully supports" the 
proposal.

He said elections have be-
come very expensive and it was 
in national interest not to spend 
so much money. Gujral also said 
that imposition of Election Code 
of Conduct ahead of elections 
impacts decision making and 
almost one year of five-year term 
of a government goes in prepar-
ing for various elections. 

Indian Union Muslim League 

opposed the proposal with its 
secretary Khorrum A. Omer tell-
ing the Commission that it will not 
make any significant improve-
ment in the electoral process. 

CPI-M General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury had written a 
letter to the Law Commission 
earlier this week and termed 
the idea of simultaneous polls 
as "inherently anti-democratic." 
Yechury said the proposal "ne-
gates the principles of federalism 
which is a fundamental feature of 
Indias Constitution".

Yechruy had turned down 
the Law Commission's invitation 
for a personal discussion on the 
matter. 

Congress indicated that it 
will present its views before the 
commission.

"We are in talks with all the 
opposition parties and we shall 
be taking a joint decision on that. 
We are not going to boycott. We 
are going to talk to the opposition 
leaders and come up with our 
own sugg"stion," party leader R. 
P. N. Singh told reporters at its 
official briefing. 

The Law Commission had 
come out with a draft white pa-
per in April on the simultaneous 
elections to the Lok Sabha and 
the assemblies that contained its 
possible recommendations. 

It said that simultaneous 
elections may be restored in the 
nation by amending the Con-
stitution, Representation of the 
People Act of 1951 and the Rules 
of Procedure of the Lok Sabha 
and Assemblies. 

It said that elections in 2019 
could be held in phases with 
some states going to the polls 
along with 2019 Lok Sabha polls 
and the others in 2024.

Another proposal was that 
parties which introduce the no-
confidence motion should si-
multaneously give a suggestion 
for an alternative government.

The commission had said 
that simultaneous elections were 
held in the country during the 
first two decades after Independ-
ence up to 1967.

Commission sources said 
that consultations may continue 
on July 10.

Alemtemshi Jamir 
appointed CEO of Idan 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): The 
government of Nagaland 
has appointed former chief 
secretary Alemtemshi Jamir 
the chief executive officer 
(CEO) of Investment and 
Development Authority of 
Nagaland (Idan) ‘with im-
mediate effect.’

Jamir will enjoy the sta-

tus of a cabinet minister. His 
tenure will run five years 
and the terms, conditions 
and functions of the CEO 
would be indicated in the 
notification PLN/ M-5/86 
Pt dt. 25/06/2018. 

This was stated in a no-
tification issued by Addi-
tional Development Com-
missioner Nosazol Charles.

Kashmir simmers after three civilians shot dead 
Srinagar, July 7 (IANS): Three civilians, 
including a girl, 16, were killed and 
many injured when security when 
security forces allegedly opened fire 
at a stone-pelting mob during a cor-
don and search operation in a south 
Kashmir village on Saturday, sparking 
tension across the Valley on the eve of 
militant commander Burhan Wani's 
second death anniversary.

A police officer said residents of 
Hawoora and adjoining villages tried 
to disrupt the anti-terror operation as 
security forces cordoned off the area 

following inputs that a group of mili-
tants was hiding in Kulgam, some 70 
km from south of here.

Eight civilians sustained firearm 
injuries during the clash with security 
forces.  Five injured were being treated 
in hospitals and the condition of two 
of them was reported serious. The 
authorities snapped mobile internet 
services in all the four south Kashmir 
districts of Kulgam, Anantnag, Sho-
pian and Pulwama. Thousands of 
people walked to attend the funeral of 
the slain civilians.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, chairman 
of his faction of the Hurriyat Con-
ference who is under house arrest, 
tweeted that security forces had fired 
"indiscriminately" at protesters and 
accused them of "massacre". Curfew 
was already in place in Tral to prevent 
protests on the second death anniver-
sary of Burhan Wani — the popular 
militant commander who was killed 
on July 8, 2016 along with two of his 
associates. His killing triggered a wave 
of protesters in which over 100 lives 
were lost.

NEET, JEE Mains to be held twice a year from 2019
New Delhi, July 7 (IANS): 
Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister Prakash 
Javadekar on Saturday an-
nounced that JEE Mains 
and NEET -- the two na-
tional level engineering and 
medical entrance examina-
tions -- will be held twice a 
year from 2019 by a newly-
formed National Testing 
Agency (NTA).

The NTA was approved 
by the Union Cabinet in No-
vember 2017 as an autono-
mous and self-sustained 
premier testing organisa-
tion to conduct entrance 
examinations for higher 
educational institutions to 
bring in major reforms in 
the examination system. 

"The National Testing 
Agency will conduct them 
this year. The same student 
can take the exam both 
times a year and the best 

score will be counted," Ja-
vadekar said.

He said all examinations 
under the NYA will be on-
line. "Computer centres will 
be set up where students 
with no access to comput-
ers can practise from Au-
gust-end or September."

JEE Main exams will be 
held in January and April 
while NEET will be held 
twice in February and May, 
Javadekar told reporters. 
The nodal agency responsi-
ble for JEE Main and NEET 
examinations was the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE). 

Javadekar said apart 
from Joint Entrance Ex-
amination (JEE) Main and 
National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Examination 
(NEET), NTA would also 
conduct National Eligibil-
ity Test (NET), Common 

Management Admission 
Test (CMAT) and Graduate 
Pharmacy Aptitude Test 
(GPAT) exams.

But the IITs will con-
tinue to conduct JEE-Ad-
vanced.

The National Eligibil-
ity Test (NET) is conducted 
twice a year -- July and De-
cember. The December ses-
sion of the NET will be the 
first exam to be conducted 
by the newly formed body.

"The exams will be more 
secure and at par with inter-
national norms. There will 
be no issues of leakage and 
it would be more student 
friendly, open, scientific 
and a leak-proof system," 
Javadekar said.

The minister said there 
would be no change in the 
syllabus, neither would the 
exam cost more than what 
it did earlier. 

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
The governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya has ex-
tended Tuluni greetings 
to the Sumi community. 
According to a Raj Bhavan 
press release on Saturday, 
Acharya felt that the oc-
casion was a celebration 
of ‘solidarity, sharing and 
oneness.’

“May the festival of Tu-
luni bring peace, unity and 
prosperity to the Sumis in 
particular and Nagas in 
general,” the governor said.

A banner hanging from the gallery of Kohima local ground on Saturday reads: "Please, please, give us a better ground" – an initiative of 
the students of the 30 schools participating in the 2nd Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament.

If you please ‘Open’ butchers along NH 29 
given 15 days to relocate 
Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
The Chumukedima ad-
ministration has ordered 
closure of all “open butch-
ers shop” located along the 
stretch of National High-
way 29 between Purana 
Bazaar and Chumukedima, 
in Dimapur, a DIPR report 
on Saturday has stated.

The government bul-
letin cited the extra ad-
ditional commissioner of 
Chumukedima, Thejavizo 
Nakro, as having informed 
that the administration, vil-
lage council chairmen, and 
head GBs of villages in said 
area had resolved to shut 

down all open meat shops 
in their jurisdiction. Their 
contention being that sale 
of any type of meat should 
be inside ‘well-maintained 
and hygienic enclosure/
chamber.’

“He therefore, informed 
establishments engage (sic) 
in selling mutton, beef, 
fish, pork, chickens etc. on 
the roadside open butcher 
shed to make necessary 
arrangement of shifting 
within 15 days. Failure to 
comply with the joint meet-
ing resolution will be penal-
ised as provided by law,” it 
stated.  

One drowned inside a pond in Dimapur 
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
A non-Naga boy aged 15 
drowned in a fishery pond 
at Signa Angami village in 
Dimapur on Saturday. He 
has been identified as a 

Imraan Ansari.
Residents of the locality 

informed that the boy, along 
with his friends, used to 
‘bathe’ at the pond regularly. 
The incident is said to have 
occurred at around 12 pm. 

Residents believe that the 
victim and his friend were 
“pushed by a ghost” into 
the pond. 

His friend has also been 
admitted to a hospital, it 
was informed.  



State gears up for measles-rubella campaign

St. Thomas Mission hosts reception for toppers 

Secretariat field team to visit Longleng 

Dimapur police arrest 5 persons 

2 STATE
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, July 8, 2018

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): In a 
run-up to the launching of 
nation-wide Measles-Rubella 
(MR) campaign scheduled on 
October 3, concerned depart-
ments and organisations in the 
state have organised review 
meetings in their respective 
districts.
Dimapur: District task force 
committee, Dimapur, has held 
a meeting on July 6 in the DC’s 
conference hall, Dimapur. 
Chairing the meeting, ADC 
Dimapur, Albert Ezung, spoke 
briefly on the importance of 
MR campaign in India. He has 
requested the departments 
to identify those areas with 
higher population and chalk 
out strategy and give constant 
monitoring. 

Dr. Abhishek from World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
said the aim of MR campaign 
is to eliminate measles and 
control Rubella. He has also 
highlighted on the objectives, 
plans and importance of MR 

campaign through power point 
presentation. He said the cam-
paign was to eliminate mea-
sles and control rubella in the 
county by 2020.

Rubella causes in abortion, 
still birth and serious birth 
defects. The complication in ru-
bella and measles is one of the 
leading causes of death among 
young children even though 
vaccine is available, he said.

Dr.  Rebecca,  DIO,  has 
stressed on the role and respon-
sibilities of various departments 
in MR vaccination campaign 
since the medical department 
alone would not be possible to 
achieve its desired results.

All the members also shared 
their ideas, concerns and sug-
gestions. 
Longleng: Longleng district task 
force has held a review meeting 
under the chairmanship of the 
deputy commissioner, John 
Tsulise Sangtam, on July 6 in the 
DC’s conference hall, Longleng.

Addressing the review meet-

ing, the deputy commissioner 
appealed to all concerned for 
cent percent coverage of MR 
campaign. He said MR vaccina-
tion is a central flagship pro-
gramme, which is provided free 
of cost adding the vaccine is not 
available in the private clinic. 

He informed that MR vac-
cination is a single shot vaccine 
for lifetime to control both mea-
sles and rubella diseases. He 
has urged all the concerned to 
spread maximum awareness to 
the populace in their respective 
jurisdiction to ensure 100% cov-
erage for the safety of children 
and their future. 

Dr. Meren, DPO (RCH & 
UIP), Longleng, made a power 
point presentation on measles 
and rubella campaign. He in-
formed that children between 
nine months to 15 years would 
be vaccinated during the cam-
paign covering all schools, hos-
pitals, health centres, commu-
nity and door to door campaign 
to ensure full coverage. 

Dr. Meren stated that there 
is no specific cure and treat-
ment for both measles and 
rubella but can be prevented 
only by vaccination. He also in-
formed that children who have 
vaccinated earlier could be vac-
cinated again as a supplemen-
tary dose to provide additional 
protection to children.
Wokha: A district level work-
shop was organised on July 7 
in the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall, Wokha.

Addressing the gathering, 
the DC has lauded the noble 
initiative by the Government 
of India and appealed every 
stakeholder to get involve in 
order to ensure success of the 
programme. He has stressed 
on the necessity of holding 
consultative meetings of the 
DEOs and CDBOs by involving 
churches, village functionaries 
and educational institutions for 
the successful implementation 
of the campaign.

During the programme, 

Seema S Koshal, RRT-WHO, 
dwelled on the objective of the 
workshop, while Dr. Khelito 
Zhimomi, DPO-UIP/RCH, has 
dwelled on planning, recording, 
reporting and monitoring, tools 
and rollout plan with timelines 
and other guidelines.

Dr.  C h i b e n t h u n g ,  M O 
Humtsoe PHC, spoke on AEFI 
treatment/ management dur-
ing MR campaign, organising 
vaccination sessions includ-
ing injection safety and waste 
management in MR campaign, 
while Dr. Kuokholie Savino, 
RBSK-MO Wokha, has empha-
sised on the importance of FAQs 
on MR vaccination campaign 
including routine immunisa-
tion and advocacy communica-
tion and social mobilisation for 
MR vaccination campaign.

Altogether, 42 participants 
including medical officers, rep-
resentatives from CHC, PHC, 
army hospital, NEEPCO hos-
pital, BACs and BPMs attended 
the one-day workshop.

Bishop Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius and members of the St. Thomas Mission Society pose for a photograph with toppers during a reception that was 
given for meritorious students, at the MGM School in Dimapur.

A medical officer from the Longleng district hospital speaks during the DPDB meeting in the Longleng deputy 
commissioner’s conference hall on July 6.

(L-R) Members of the district task force committee during the meeting on measle-rubella campaign in the DC’s conference hall, Dimapur, on July 6. Participants and officers from Wokha district seen here during the district 
workshop on measles-rubella that was conducted in the deputy commissioner’s conference hall on July 7.

UGC clarifies
On the issue whether the subjects of political sci-
ence and public administration could be considered 
inter-changeable for the purpose of appointment 
of assistant professor, it was decided that both the 
subjects are inter-dependent yet discerningly distinct 
in nature. Therefore, candidates with master degree/
NET either in political science and public administra-
tion may be considered for faculty position depending 
upon the requirement of expertise in the concerned 
higher education institution. This clarification was 
made by secretary of University Grants Commission 
(UGC), Prof. Rajnish Jain in a notification vide No. 
F.27-9 (Orissa) 2010 (L) PS dated 4th July, 2018.

Adhoc teachers inform units 
All Nagaland Adhoc Teachers’ Group (ANATG) 2015 
batch central team has directed all the districts/ 
units to convene an emergency meeting on July 10. 
Informing this in a press release, the group president 
has informed unit executives to call a general meet-
ing and collect one photo copy of appointment order 
and passport size photograph and also obtain official 
signature of all the members. Any member failing 
to attend their respective unit general meeting shall 
be held responsible for his/her non-inclusion in the 
ANATG 2015 batch, the notification warned.

Law students to hold assembly
Nagaland Law Students’ Federation (NLSF) has de-
cided to hold its 2nd federal assembly on July 11 at 
City Law College in Dimapur. All the federating units 
of NLSF have been requested to attend the assembly 
with three representatives each.

Meetei council greets Sumi community
Dimapur Meetei Council (DMC) has greeted the Sumi 
community on the occasion of Tuluni festival. The 
council’s executive member, Prem Singh hoped that 
the festival would bind the people with peace, happi-
ness and brotherhood with the dawn of new season 
and victory over all evils. 

Peren dist. task force convenes meeting 
District task force, Peren, has convened a meeting 
on July 9 at 11 am in the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall, Peren, to discuss matter regarding 
measles-rubella vaccination. In this regards, the under 
mentioned officers/ officials including SP Peren; CMO 
Peren; MS district hospital, Peren; district programme 
officer (RCH/UIP), Peren; district education officer, 
Peren; commandant 36 Assam Rifles; district pro-
gramme officer of social welfare, ICDS; DPRO Peren; 
ADC/administrator of Peren town council; executive 
secretary ZBCC; representatives from WHO, UNICEF, 
UNDP, VCCM Peren, and IMA/IAP member are re-
quested to attend the meeting without fail. 

Mangkolemba holds SDPDB meeting 
The Mangkolemba sub-divisional planning and de-
velopment board (SDPDB) has urged the government 
to provide water supply and construct security fenc-
ing and approach road to tourist reception centre in 
Mangkolemba; upgrade St. Andrew’s School from pri-
mary to elementary section; and establish sub-centre 
at Lizo model village under CMO, Mokokchung. The 
recommendation was made during its monthly meet-
ing on July 5 in the ADC’s conference hall under the 
chairmanship of the ADC & vice chairman SDPDB, 
Razouvolie Dozo.

Kiphire’s DPRO organises social work
District public relations office (DPRO), Kiphire, has 
organised a social work in the office premises under 
the mission ‘Aspirational Kiphire District’ on July 7. 
DPRO Kiphire, K Zeliang, led the social work which 
was conducted in order to maintain cleanliness in 
and around the office premises and create conducive 
working environment in the office. Zeliang said the 
social work was organised to create better under-
standing and coordination within the office.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): The St. Tho-
mas Mission Society on July 5 has fe-
licitated the toppers from nursery to 
class 12 of MGM Hr. Sec. School with 
the Mar Theodosius Meritorious 
Award and KV Ponnan Cash Award.   

The Mar Theodosius Meritori-
ous Award is named after Bishop 
Glorified D. Stephanos Mar Theodo-
sius, the first bishop of the Calcutta 

diocese while KV Ponnan was the 
founder member of the Church, in-
formed a press release received here 
on Tuesday.

The cash award is the total an-
nual tuition fees of the student of 
the respective class. An amount of 
INR 1, 22, 100 was being distributed 
on the occasion of the MGM College 
freshers’ day by Bishop Dr. Joseph 

Mar Dionysius. 
Apart from the scholarships, St. 

Thomas mission society gives half 
fee concession to more than 90 stu-
dents at an amount of INR 3,24,000 
(yearly). 

During the meeting principal 
briefed about societies, other edu-
cational and philanthropic services 
to the community.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
In view of the 16 secre-
tariat assistant team’s 
field study visit to the 
district, deputy commis-
sioner (DC), Longleng, 
John Tsulise Sangtam, has 
urged all HoDs to extend 
their cooperation and 
support while dissemi-
nating their departmental 
activities.

The DC stated this 
at the monthly meeting 
of the district planning 
and development board 
(DPDB) held on July 6 in 
his office’s conference 
hall. 

T h e  b o a r d ,  a f t e r 
lengthy deliberations, has 
recommended creation 
of urban primary health 
centre in Longleng head-
quarter; establishment of 

Ayush hospital at District 
Hospital, Longleng; up-
gradation of Pongo and 
Tamlu PHC to CHC; Up-
gradation of Tangha and 
Namching sub-centres 
to PHC; taking over of 
Yaongyimchen commu-
nity health centre by the 
government; and creation 
of new sub-centre at Yon-
glok, Alayong, Orangkong 
and Tamlu village for gov-
ernment approval.

The house also delib-
erated on grant-in-aid to 
Christ King School and 
registration of new society 
named “May I help you.”

While proposing for 
upgradation of various 
medical centres in the 
district, Dr. Meren, DPO 
(RCH & UIP), invited the 
members to attend the 

World Population Day to 
be observed on July 11 
in Longleng headquarter 
to disseminate its impor-
tance to the mass by the 
officers.   

The board also ap-
proved the proposal 
submitted by the deputy 
commissioner for or-
ganising officers’ club of 
Longleng and constituted 
eight members commit-
tee headed by Temsuwa-
ti, ADC Longleng, as the 
chairman and Vitoka, EAC 
Longleng, as member sec-
retary. While proposing 
for officers’ club, the DC 
exhorted the members 
to come forward with an 
enthusiasm mind to work 
out the feasibility of the 
club as centre point of 
discussion, coordination 

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
Dimapur police person-
nel and Anti-Extortion 
Team (AET) have arrested 
five persons for indulging 
in various criminal of-
fences on July 4 and 5. 

On July 5, Anti Extor-
tion Team (AET) Zone-II, 
Dimapur, arrested two 
persons from Khermahal 
area for extorting money 
from auto drivers.

O n e  a c c u s e d  w a s 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  L o k i v i 
Achumi (32) of Phishumi 
village under VK, Zun-
heboto, and presently a 
resident of Supermarket 
in Dimapur. 

According to a press 
release issued by the ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner of police and PRO, 
the accused was report-
edly a Sgt. Major of NNC/
NPGN (N/A).

The other accomplice 
was identified as Kito 
Chishi (20), ‘ss’ Sergeant 
in NSCN-IM of Phishumi 
village under VK, Zun-
heboto. He is presently a 
resident of Burma Camp, 
Naga Colony, Dimapur.

The team recovered 
cash amount of INR 710, 
three work permit slips 
of NSCN (IM) and yearly 
tax slips of NNC/NPGN 
(N/A) from their posses-
sion. The release stated 
that case in this connec-
tion has been registered 
with the West Police Sta-
tion, Dimapur. 

On the same day, Di-
mapur police apprehend-
ed two motorcycle lifters 
from Kuhoxu village junc-

tion and recovered one 
Gixxer motorcycle (black 
colour) bearing registra-
tion No. NL07-M-6436 
with Chassis No. MB8NG-
4BAFF8155995 and En-
gine No. BGA1162159 
from their possession.

T h e  t w o  a c c u s e d 
were identified as Puloto 
Achumi (21), son of Ho-
vito Achumi of Kuhoxu 
village under Niuland, 
Dimapur, and ii) Kakiye 
Achumi (20),  son of Pe-
kiye of Kuhoxu village 
under Niuland, Dimapur. 

On preliminary en-
quiry, it was ascertained 
that the motorcycle was 
stolen from Nikos Hos-
pital on July 2 belonging 
to Tobi Ayemi. Case in 
this connection has been 
registered with the West 
Police Station, Dimapur.

On July 4, Dimapur 
police personnel arrested 
one pick pocket identi-
fied as Vinoka, resident of 
Xuvihe colony, Sematilla, 
Dimapur, from Dimapur 
railway station. Case in 
this connection has been 
registered with the GRPS 
Dimapur.

Meanwhile, Dimapur 
police personnel has re-
covered body of a non 
Naga (age about 40 years) 
on July 5 near 254/ 9-8 
between Dimapur-Ran-
gapahar railway track. He 
was suspected to be run 
over by a moving train.

The body was shifted 
to District Hospital for 
post mortem and identi-
fication after conducting 
all legal formalities.

of officers in developmen-
tal activities besides other 
activities and curriculum.

The board also rec-
ommended the proposal 
submitted by the station 
superintendent of NST 
Longleng for daily NST 
bus service from Longleng 
to Kohima and the pro-
posal of DEO (Evalua-
tion) to carry out study 
on implementation of 
mid-day meal scheme in 
the district. 

ADC Tamlu, Chingak 
Konyak, also informed 
the members regarding 
fixing of rates to com-
pensate the landowners 
for damaged of land and 
properties for construc-
tion of two lane road 
from Merangkong via 
Tamlu to Mon district. 
He urged upon eight de-
partments to hold back 
after the DPDB meeting 
for fixing of rates to be 
submitted to Guwahati 
for immediate progress 
of work by the contractor. 

The DAO presented 
the activities taken up by 
the agriculture depart-
ment in the district and 
MS of District Hospital 
Longleng gave a power 
point presentation on use 
of tobacco and health. 
Supply and the soil de-
partments were asked to 
present their activities in 
the next meeting.
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Y Kikheto Sema and members of the Sumi community from Hospital, Officers’ Hill, and PR Hill colony in Kohima during the Tuluni festival 
celebrations in the capital on July 6.
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Newly instated leaders of the Rotary Club of Dimapur pose for a group photograph, on June 30.

Locally produced Doyang ‘catla’ species of fish being sold at a fish stall at Wokha town. The local fish 
market has been facing what is reported to be ‘scarcity’ of fish products after the Nagaland government 
imposed a ban on the import of fish into the state.

Wokha, 7 July (EMN): 
Amidst the unavailability 
of fresh fish products in 
the state, especially after 
the ban on import of fish 
into the state, a question 
remains whether Nagaland 
state, with the availability 
of abundant fisheries and 
rivers  can at least meet 
this need of fish proteins 
in the state. Towards this 
question, it is felt that the 
reservoir at Doyang Hydel 
Project could help gener-
ate revenue and serve the 
local fisherman as well as 
for healthy consumption 
for the people in the state.

The local fish industry, 
especially the local fish 
vendors, at this moment, 
are hard-hit because of the 
ban on the import of fish 
products in the state. 

Wokha district is also 
equally affected. With 
more than thirty fish stalls 
catering to not only the 
citizens of Wokha town but 
also the travellers cross-
ing the town, the blackout 
without any alternate busi-
ness to run is affecting the 
fishmongers to sustain 
their daily livelihood. 

During an informal 
interaction with the fish-

Members of the NDPP at 2-Dimapur-II assembly constituency pose for a group photograph during their thanksgiving programme on July 7.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): National-
ist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) under 2 Dimapur-II as-
sembly constituency has award-
ed 56 Thahekhu B N/W and 54 
Thahekhu S/W polling stations 
for securing the highest number 
of votes for the party in the last 
Lok Sabha election. The two poll-

ing stations secured 94.06% and 
86.16% respectively.

They were awarded during 
the thanksgiving programme in 
its unit office in Duncan Bosti on 
July 7. The prizes were sponsored 
jointly by Vekhosei Nyekha, Akokla 
(Lucy), Nchumo Kikon, Luola-o 
Usou and Supu Jamir. 

All the party ranks and file 
have congratulated Thahekhu 
village for the outstanding per-
formances. The party has thanked 
all the electorates for exercising 
their franchises in favour of NDPP 
and further solicited the same 
co-operations from the public to 
strengthen the party and benefit 

the people of the state.
The unit has also acknowl-

edged the leadership of the state 
chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, for his 
far sightedness and wisdom. The 
unit also acknowledged the party 
president, Chingwang Konyak, 
and all his esteemed colleagues for 
their unceasing support.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Battalion of 
Assam Rifles has assisted 
in douse off a fire incident 
that broke out at the Model 
Colony in Purana Bazaar in 
Dimapur on July 5 due to 
an electrical short circuit.

A press release from the 
battalion stated that upon 
receiving information of 
the fire incident, the army 
comprised of an officer, 
junior commissioned offic-
er and 10 Jawans, provided 
assistance in saturating 

the fire.
Further, the press re-

lease stated that three 
houses were affected- a 
kutcha house was com-
pletely razed down and 
two concrete houses were 
severely damaged.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): In a joint meeting 
of Civil Administration Chumukedima, 
village council chairman, and head gaon-
bura, all butcher shops along the National 
Highway-29 from Purana Bazaar to Chu-
mukedima were directed to close down 
within 15 days. A press release from the 
Chumukedima’s Extra Assistant Com-
missioner Thejavizo Nakhro on Saturday 
informed.

The decision was made during the 
joint meeting that was held on June 29. 
The press release stated that sale of any 
types of meat shall henceforth, be carried 

out only in a well maintained and hygiene 
enclosure or chamber inside a proper 
building. 

All business establishments engaged 
in selling beef, mutton, fish, pork, chick-
en, etc. on the roadside open butcher 
shed are hereby informed to make nec-
essary arrangement of shifting within 
15 days. 

Further, it informed that any trader 
selling fresh meat items along the said 
highway stretched in contravention to the 
joint meeting resolution are liable to be 
penalised as provided by law. 

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
Dr. Nitin Agarwal and 
Manish Jain have taken 
over the charges as presi-
dent and secretary of the 
Rotary Club Dimapur for 
the tenure 2018-19. They 
took over the charges from 
the outgoing president 
Vijay Sharma and secre-
tary Subir Saha at the 47th 
installation ceremony on 
June 30 at Rotary Centre, 
Midland, Dimapur. 

On the occasion, the 
club also handed over 
vocational excellence 
awards. The best nurse 
award was given to G 
Zukheli Sema, while the 
best fireman award was 

given to Semendongo 
Kithan, best power line-
man award was given to 
Sohanlal Ninisa, best traf-
fic police (male) award 
was given to Ngochinyi 
Koza,  best  traffic  po-
lice (female) award was 
given to Watisenla, and 
best town cleaner (DMC) 
award was given to CH 
Narayan Rao.

Besides, the club also 
donated walker and dis-
tributed certificates of ap-
preciation to the donors 
of Rotary flagship pro-
grammes namely scholar-
ships and heart to heart 
project. The programme 
was well attended by vari-

ous NGOs, prominent citi-
zens and well wishers.

The club also inducted 
two new members namely 
Manoj Agarwal and Sumit 
Patni.  Dr. Nitin Agarwal, 
in his acceptance speech, 
reflected about the new 
Rotary theme “Be the in-
spiration.” The outgoing 
secretary gave a brief re-
port on the projects under-
taken by the club during 
the Rotary year 2017-18. 

Installation officer, 
PDG Manas Choudhuri, 
has emphasised on the role 
of Rotary in changing the 
lives of the needy. The vote 
of thanks was delivered by 
Payal Acharjee. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 7 (EMN):Sumi 
Community of Kohima from 
the colony of Hospital, Offic-
ers’ Hill and P.R. Hill came 
together to celebrate Tuluni 
on Saturday at State Acad-
emy Hall under the theme, 
“Kuqha Kivi” (Progressive 
Unity).

Gracing the programme 
as the Tuluni Father, Sec-
retary LRD and Finance, Y 
Kikheto Sema, highly ap-
preciated the organizers for 
choosing the theme very 
appropriately and said that 
‘progressing together in 
unity was the need of the 
hour for the Naga society’, 
the secretary of LRD and 
Finance, Kikheto Sema.

 In this connection, he 
recalled the bygone years of 
the Naga forebears when life 
was simple and there was 
no time for infighting but to 
march ahead in peace and 
unity uplifting each other in 
every possible ways, Sema 
asserted that this is how 
healing can be realized in 
our society. 

“Setting aside all politi-
cal and church affiliations, 
let us all march together for a 
progressive society in unity,” 
he appealed.

While giving a brief 
background of Tuluni fes-
tival, Sema said the festival 
takes place during the mid 

K o h i m a ,  J u l y  7 
(EMN): KG Kenye, 
M P  R a j y a  S a b h a 
called on Ram Muiv-
ah, Secretary North 
East Council on July 
6 at  Shillong and 
discussed about the 
latest status of NEC 
whose role is being 
undermined by the 
centre.

During the meet-
ing, the MP said a 
statutory body such 
as NEC cannot be 
subjugated and de-
prive of its autono-
mous powers unlike 
other administrative 
councils or bodies 
since the NEC plays 
a very important role 
in ushering in de-
velopment for the 
entire North East 
Region.

Kenye assured 
NEC Secretar y to 
take up the matters 
with Centre con-
cerning NE Region.

He  a l s o  m a d e 
a courtesy call  to 
Me g h a l a y a  C h i e f 
Minister Conrad K. 
Sangma.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): In the larger 
interest of the party, state president of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Temjen 
Imna Along, has appointed Benjamin 
Yepthomi and Senkathung Jami as 
president of the state yuva morcha and 
kisan morcha respectively with imme-
diate effect.

In another notification, the state 
president has appointed Subenthong 
Kikon and Kevidezo Peter Rutsa as 

the state vice presidents representing 
Wokha and Kohima districts. 

He has also appointed Kuputo 
Shohe from Kohima as the chief spokes-
man and H Thong from Dimapur 
as the party spokesman. Yanthungo 
representing Wokha district has been 
replaced as his competent service was 
required in different capacities in the 
larger interest of the party, the president 
stated in a press release.

FISH BAN: Can Doyang River 
reservoir mitigate the ‘fish scarcity’?  

Dimapur-II NDPP holds thanksgiving programme 

Rajya Sabha 
member 
calls on NEC 
secretary

State BJP appoints more officials

AR assists in dousing off fire

Administration directs butchers, 
shopkeepers along NH-29

Dimapur Rotary Club instates new officials 

Phek to observe ‘population 
stabilisation’ fortnight 

Sumis in Kohima town celebrate Tulini festival
‘Progressing together is the need of the hour’

Farmers trained in nutritional gardening 

STATE

mongers, they strongly 
lamented the lack of an 
alternate way of availing 
fish in the market through 
the Doyang river, which 
otherwise has huge poten-
tials to mitigate the short-
age of fish in the market. 
Major fish species caught 
in Doyang dam are Catla 
with Rohu, mrigal, grass 
carp, sliver carp, common 
carp and mashers. 

The strongly lamented 
that despite the availability 

of fish resource through 
the Doyang river reservoir,  
this could not be deliv-
ered to the to the common 
people where fish Kiosks 
awaits government and 
department to sort out 
alternate arrangement to 
look into the problem for 
the consumers and busi-
ness. 

The fishmongers dis-
closed that it is cheaper 
and high income in sale of 
local Doyang fish compar-

ing to imported fishes from 
other state, 

In this regard, the fish-
mongers disclosed that 
there could be an alternate 
way of availing the Doyang 
fish in the market; how-
ever, they pointed out that 
there are many factors that 
hinders the supply and 
sale of local fish products 
easily decays and there ‘is 
no ice plant, storage and 
processing facilities in the 
locality’. 

It is learnt from highly 
reliable sources that the 
state government had in-
stalled an ice-making plant 
at Doyang, but it remains 
non-functional for a varied 
reasons ‘which is a major 
factor that could not help 
the local fisherman and 
local suppliers to deliver 
local fishes in the market 
of Nagaland’. 

Meanwhile the depart-
ment in the district started 
a trial to assist the vendors 
as well as for the consum-
ers, where fishes from Doy-
ang where being brought 
to Wokha on 6th July, and 
sale was done. However, 
the response was that that 
encouraging; an official 
from the District Fisheries 
office hinted that it could 
be due to non advertise-
ment or awareness and ‘it 
was not in a main locality 
to attract the customer’. 

With the fish market 
industry in disarray after 
the ban on fish imports 
which is affecting the lo-
cal economy and the diet 
of the citizens equally, it 
remains to be seen how far 
the government agencies 
will come to the rescue of 
the common Naga citizens. 

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
Agricultural Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
(ATMA), Longmatra block, 
in collaboration with Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), 
organised a training on 
nutritional gardening on 
July 6 in Thetheyo village. 

Resource person, Tsar-
ila Sangtam, ATM Long-
matra block, has trained 

the farmers on the impor-
tance of nutritional gar-
dening for better living and 
to uplift their standard. 

She also spoke on land 
preparation, spacing and 
intercultural operations to 
be maintained.  She further 
encouraged the farmers 
to take up more farming 
activities in order to help 
them raise their income. 

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
District Health Society, 
Phek, held a review meet-
ing for the upcoming 
World Population Day and 
Population Stabilization 
Fortnight to be observed 
from July 11-24 on the 
theme “Start a meaning-
ful tomorrow with family 
planning.”

CMO Phek, Dr. Laso 
Lazar called upon the 
health workers to improve 
in reporting system as it 
reflects the performance 
status of the district. 

He urged the staff to 
submit the documenta-
tion and report on time. 
Deputy CMO, Dr. Vethihu-
lu, has advised the health 
workers to be available in 
their posting place and be 
sincere in their duties.

District Programme 
Officer RCH-UIP, Dr. Kol-
hitso Khalo, highlighted 
on activities to be organ-
ised during the population 
stabilisation fortnight.

 He informed that mo-
bilisation fortnight had 
started from June 27 and 
would continue till July 
10. 

He requested the med-
ical officers, block ASHA 
coordinators, ANMs, IEC 
staff and block programme 
managers to continue mo-
bilising the community 
under their jurisdiction. 

He has further directed 
the block officials to con-
duct counselling on family 
planning and motivate the 
target couple to opt for any 
family planning method 
during the fortnight. 

year when all field works were com-
pleted and people pray for a boun-
tiful harvest after putting all hard 
labour in the fields.

He recalled that the forefather 
celebrated Tuluni during the first week 
of July spanning seven days. “Even 
before the advent of Christianity, if 
our forefathers had prayed to unseen 
God for a bountiful harvest, then after 

embracing Christianity, we have more 
and better reasons to be thankful to 
God and seek His blessings,” Sema 
said. 

He said that people remain prayer-
ful during Tuluni anticipating a good 
harvest and added whether they were 
celebrating and inculcating the true 
spirit of Tuluni in their personal life 
throughout the year.

Meanwhile, the top bureaucrat 
informed that discussions were being 
held among Sumi elders to propose 
observance of Tuluni for the entire first 
week of July and not necessarily only 
on July 8.

Some of the highlights during the 
celebration included presentation of 
folk songs, traditional wear exhibition 
and other entertainment activities. 
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N Biren Singh speaking during an event in Imphal on Saturday, July 7.

Ratan Lal Nath

Sarbananda Sonowal

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1872SUD0KU 1712
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1871

 ACROSS
 1. Was very angry
 6. Indecent
 10. Enclosed area around 

the altar
 14. Not dead
 15. Carry out a command
 16. Helicopter inventor 

____ Sikorsky
 17. Large Asian country
 18. What’s left after 

destruction
 19. Grating
 20. Waterproof outer 

garment
 22. Affix
 24. Entice
 25. Chastised or defeated
 26. Fast run
 29. English college
 30. German-American 

experimental biologist 
Jacques ____ (1859-
1924)

 31. Style of horseback riding
 37. Semi-precious gems
 39. Delete (abbrev.)
 40. Debauched people
 41. Communications 

devices
 44. Oil cartel
 45. Not watercolors
 46. Separate grain
 48. Declares
 52. Credulous
 53. Dance
 54. Take away
 58. First Best Actor Oscar 

winner ____ Jannings

 59. Mild oath
 61. Hurry
 62. Singer ____ Braxton
 63. Fury
 64. Chieftains
 65. Droops
 66. Resorts
 67. Historical coins of 

certain Spanish-speaking 
countries 

 
DOWN
 1. Equitable
 2. Forearm bone
 3. French for “Noon”
 4. Displayable
 5. Lay officer of a church
 6. Salt used as an antiseptic

 7. Border on
 8. Tatar dynasty
 9. Energetic people (slang)
 10. Bay or inlet
 11. Heron
 12. Watered fabric 13. 50s 

actress Eve _____
 21. Cereal grain
 23. Currency unit
 25. Upright inscribed stone
 26. Long narrow opening
 27. Pontiff
 28. Not fake
 29. Paradises
 32. False gods
 33. Entranceway
 34. Fool
 35. Sediment or dregs

 36. ____atology = theology of 
last things

 38. Reproductive cells of some 
plants 

 42. Batters
 43. Pierce
 47. Towards this place
 48. Assists
 49. South Pacific island chain
 50. Throw (slang)
 51. Immigrant center _____ 

Island
 52. Naked people
 54. Long heroic story
 55. Largest continent
 56. Control (abbrev.)
 57. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
 60. Interval

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1711

Border issues require forums 
of dialogue — Manipur CM

Tripura keen to reform approach to 
teachers, sans punishment — Minister

Manipur to invest in agar oil; 
Laos to assist in treatment

Laldenga 
remembered on his 
death anniversary

CM urges officials to work harder 
to meet ‘Saubhagya’ target

Four held for 
poaching tiger 
in Assam forest

Digital empowerment of police will lead to a safer Assam — CM

Online friend cheats Meghalaya woman of INR 2.5 lakh

Security forces apprehend two NSCN (IM)  workers in Arunachal

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 7 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh on Saturday 
said the sensitive issues 
like border issue etc should 
be discussed at a proper 
forum to bring solutions. 
He however opined that 
the present government 
will not work against the 
interest of the people.

Chief Minister Biren’s 
comment on the border 
issue came out while he 
was delivering a speech 
at an event in Imphal on 
Saturday.

On Friday, Manipur 
Revenue Minister Karam 
Shyam led ministerial 
team comprising of Water 
Resources & Youth Affairs 
and Sports Minister Let-
pao Haokip and Traibal 
Affairs & Hills Minister N 
Kayisii visited the Border 

Agartala, July 7 (IANS): 
Tripura Education and 
Law Minister Ratan Lal 
Nath, who visited state-run 
schools for the fifth consec-
utive day on Saturday, said 
the government would not 
punish the teachers for mi-
nor mistake or slight incom-
petency, but reform their 
approach towards teaching 
and students.

Nath, who is extensively 
visiting the government 
schools in the urban and ru-
ral areas since July 3, asked 
the senior officials to serve 
show cause notices to five 
teachers for their major 
negligence in attending 
schools and teaching.

“The previous Left Front 
government during its 25-
year rule has destroyed the 
qualitative and academic 
practice of education in 
Tripura. We want to improve 
the quality and academic 
performance of educational 
system in the state,” Nath 
told the media after visiting 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 7 (EMN): Manipur Forest 
and Environment Minister Thounaojam 
Shyamkumar said agar oil extraction 
units will be set up at Jiribam, Tengnoupal 
(Moreh) and Kamjong (Ningthi village) 
districts Minister Shyamkumar who is 
on a 3-day tour of Jiribam district made 
the announcement at the launch of the 
agar plantation programme at the Lamtai 
Khunou, Jiribam district bordering As-
sam’s Cachar district at the programme 
organised by the State Forest Department. 
Around 3,200 numbers of agar seedlings 
were planted across 2 hectares of land.

The minister said that the mass agar 
plantation programme is being taken 
up in the state following the MoU signed 
between the government of India and 
government of Laos during the last year’s 
NE development summit held as part 
of Manipur’s annuak Sangai Festival. 
Government of Laos will provide mainte-
nance fund, necessary treatments for the 
trees and a market place for the agar trees 
planted in the state.

Shyamkumar further said that the of-
ficials of Laos will visit the state to provide 
necessary treatments for the better growth 
of the trees including fungi injection. He 
added that the agar trees planted in the 
state will be marketed for income genera-
tion of the villagers along with helping in 
conservation of environment.

Stating that the forest department is 
aiming to achieve the target within the 
month of August, he said the villagers will 
maintain, protect and extract the trees 
thus providing livelihood. Appealing to the 
people of the state not to waste forest land, 
he said all should come forward and plant 
suitable trees, including fruit bearing trees.

Jiribam, Tengnoupal and Kamjong dis-
tricts are most suitable for the agar planta-
tion and the agar trees which are planted 
now will be extracted after 7-8 years. It may 
be mentioned that Chief Minister Biren 
Singh launched the agar plantation at 
Heingang Reserve Forest on June 24, 2018.

The Minister also met the people of 
Lamtai Khunou and heard their grievanc-
es besides visiting Jiribam Forest Division.

Aizawl, July 7 (PTI): Rich 
tributes were paid to the 
late revolutionary leader 
and first Mizoram chief 
minister Laldenga on his 
29th death anniversary 
today.

Former chief minister 
Zoramthanga and Lal-
denga’s widow Lalbiakdiki 
laid wreaths at his burial 
place at Treasury Square 
in Aizawl.

Laldenga died in Lon-
don on July 7, 1990 while 
returning from New York 
where he underwent treat-
ment for terminal cancer.

Laldenga is hailed as 
‘Father of the Mizos’ by 
his admirers. He was a 
signatory of the Mizoram 
Accord with the Centre 
and was the chief minister 
of the north eastern state 
between 1986 to 1988.

Tezpur (Assam) July 7 
(PTI):  Four poachers 
were arrested today for 
allegedly killing a ti-
ger in the Rajiv Gandhi 
Orang National Park 
in Udalguri district of 
Assam, forest officials 
said.

After questioning the 
arrested poachers, for-
est department officials 
recovered the tiger’s 
skin and bones hidden 
underneath the ground.

Al l  the poachers, 
who were arrested from 
the Rajiv Gandhi Orang 
National Park, hailed 
from Data Somali un-
der Dhekiajuli police 
station area of Sonitpur 
district.

Tura (Meghalaya), July 7 (PTI): A 
woman has lodged an FIR saying she 
was cheated over INR 2.5 lakh by one 
person whom she had met on social 
media, the police here said today.

In her complaint, Dikme N Sang-
ma said she had accepted a friend 
request from an unknown person on 
social media in December last year 
and that friend cheated her of the 
amount on the pretext of sending 
her gifts and money.

“He asked me for my full address 
which I gave. Some days later I got a 
call from a lady who stated that my 
parcel had come and I needed to pay 
INR 19,500 to an account to clear the 
papers. I deposited the amount,” 
she said.

Later she received another call 
from another number claiming that 
she needed to deposit INR 1.6 lakh 
as government tax, which she again 
deposited, the woman from Dalu 

area of West Garo Hills district said 
in the FIR lodged yesterday.

“Despite payments of so much 
money, I have not received any par-
cel or money. I have been cheated,” 
she said. West Garo Hills Superin-
tendent of Police Dr MGR Kumar 
confirmed that an FIR has been 
filed. “We are awaiting complete 
details of the money deposits done. 
The case is currently under investi-
gation,” said Dr Kumar.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): 
In a series of intense op-
erations on underground 
outfits, security forces un-
der the aegis of DAO divi-
sion conducted successful 
operations in Motongsa 
village post destruction 

of three major NSCN 
(IM) camps on July 3 and 
apprehended two over 
ground workers (OGWs) 
of NSCN (IM).

Colonel C Konwer PRO 
(Defence) in a press note 
stated that in subsequent 

search operations that 
took place post destruc-
tion of NSCN (IM) camps 
near Motongsa village on 
July 3, the Jarampur bat-
talion of security forces 
apprehended two OGWs 
Khamchang Tikhak ali-

as Michale and Babloo 
Tikhak residents of New 
Longchong village.  The 
duo during spot interro-
gation admitted to being 
linked with NSCN (IM) 
and confessed to be work-
ing as OGWs for the group. 

Guwahati, July 7 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
today urged the Assam 
Power Distribution Cor-
poration Ltd (APDCL) to 
work on war-footing to 
achieve the “Saubhagya” 
scheme target of provid-
ing power connection to 
23 lakh families in rural 
areas within this year.

The Assam govern-
ment had on January 23 
launched the Pradhan 
Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har 
Ghar Yojana known as 
‘Saubhagya’ with an aim 
to provide electricity con-
nection to every house-
hold of the state within 
December 31 this year.

“The APDCL must 
strive to provide power 

connections to 13,000 
families daily in the next 
five months to cover the 
remaining 19.5 lakh fami-
lies under Saubhagya,” 
Sonowal said.

He was speaking at an 
interaction programme 
with the Managing Direc-
tor and Sub-Divisional 
Officers (SDOs) of the 
APDCL here.

Till now, 3.5 lakh fami-
lies have been provided 
power connection in the 
state under the scheme, 
he said.

“APDCL officials must 
work towards fulfilling 
the vision of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to 
bring electricity to every 
family of the country,” 
he said.

Sonowal urged the of-
ficials to stay close to the 
people so that they are 
encouraged to feel the 
properties of the APDCL 
as their own and cooper-
ate in reducing power 
theft.

He also directed AP-
DCL to remove all bam-
boo and wooden poles 
for minimising accidents.

Minister of State for 
Power Tapan Kumar Go-
goi said on the occasion 
that the initiative of the 
state government to pro-
vide four LED bulbs to 52 
lakh families would start 
within this month and 
these would also be pro-
vided to Anganwadi Cen-
tres, hospitals, schools 
etc.

Guwahati, July 7 (PTI): As-
sam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal said today 
said digital empowerment 
of the police will lead to 
better policing and make 
the state safer.

Sonowal also urged In-
ternet users of the state 
to strengthen the age old 
amity and bonhomie exist-
ing in Assam. He was ad-
dressing a gathering while 
inaugurating the office 
building of Assam Police 
Cyberdome Project here.

T h e  C y b e r d o m e 
Project, which was prom-
ised in the state budget, 
aims at empowering the 
force to use information 
and communication tech-
nology (ICT) for better 
service delivery, create dig-
ital repository of its avail-
able databases on crime, 
insurgency, terrorism and 
related cases. “Crimes per-

Pillars on the Indo-My-
anmar Border at Kwatha 
Khunou (Moreh sector) 
for a spot inspection to 
ascertain factual ground 
position of the Subsidi-
ary Border Pillars, official 
sources said.

Minister Karam Shyam 

who is the chairman of 
the high power Ministe-
rial Committee to look into 
the border issue, said that 
the present Government 
is very much concerned 
about the recent border is-
sue in connection with the 
allegation made by various 

civil society organisations, 
voluntary organisations 
and all those concerned 
that border pillars are 
erected 2-3 km within the 
boundary of Manipur. “So 
we will be submitting a re-
port to the government so 
that it can take a decision 
and work in the interest 
of the public”, he told the 
reporters accompanying 
the inspection visit. 

To keep the roads at 
Kwatha Khunou in pliable 
condition, Minister Shyam 
assured that a financial as-
sistance of INR 1 lakh will 
be provided to Tengnoupal 
SP Dr Ibomcha.

The ministerial team’s 
visit was organised follow-
ing complain and allega-
tion from various quarters 
that a border pillar was 
allegedly shifted towards 
Manipur.

some schools in southern 
Tripura on Saturday.

He said that the erst-
while Left Front govern-
ment did not recruit gov-
ernment teachers for about 
17 years and due to their 
“wrong doings”, fate of 
18,000 teachers and edu-
cational workforce are now 
uncertain.

The Minister said the 
Supreme Court would give 
its verdict on July 18 on the 

ad-hoc extension of 10,323 
government teachers.

On March 29 last year, 
the Supreme Court had 
upheld a Tripura High Court 
verdict to terminate the 
services of 10,323 govern-
ment teachers on grounds 
of “wrong policy” of the 
then government (Left 
Front government).

“If the services of the 
10,323 government teach-
ers are not extended, thou-

sands of students would be 
deprived of getting proper 
education in 4,928 govern-
ment run schools,” Nath 
added.

The Tripura govern-
ment had earlier submitted 
a Special Leave Petition 
before the top court to ex-
tend the services of 10,323 
government teachers up to 
June 2020.

“Already the state gov-
ernment has vacant posts 
of 12,222 teachers and these 
posts could not be filled up 
as there are huge shortages 
of qualified candidates with 
professional degrees,” the 
Minister said.

He said the state has 
only six B.Ed (Bachelor of 
Education) colleges to pro-
vide professional degrees 
and diploma to the would-
be teachers.

According to the Minis-
ter, currently 40,658 teach-
ers are providing educa-
tion to 7.29 lakh students in 
4,928 government schools.

petrated in digital era have 
assumed digital signifi-
cance and all cyber-users 
must take responsibility to 
use Internet for creating 
harmony in our society,” 
Sonowal said.

He hailed the Assam 
Police for its intervention 

from time to time to pre-
vent any situation from 
snowballing into a major 
problem and urged them 
to use ICT to fight against 
various evils from corrup-
tion to superstition. 

The project was con-
ceptualised to provide an 

advanced platform for ad-
dressing cyber crime and 
related issues.

Director General of 
Police Kuladhar Saikia, 
Special DG Special Branch 
Pallab Bhattacharyya and 
senior police officers were 
present at the programme.
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Entrepreneurship 
should drive economy 
in New India — Prabhu

Fans ask Microsoft to make 
Surface Phone a reality

Sensex rises 83 pts in see-saw trade

GVK achieves financial closure 
for Navi Mumbai airport

US stocks trade higher on solid jobs data

Manufacturing growth, MSP hike lift 
equity indices amid trade war concerns

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 6th June 18
NOTICE

No.M-230/18/2588-91    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Sazulu 
-Vrs- Shri. Kughato Awomi resident of Nikihe, Niuland Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted 
to this court in writing on or before 5.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Smti. Sazulu
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1246
Dag No: 12/1409, Area: 00B-00K-14 Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Sazulu, 
East: Main Road, West: K. Sema

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5669

THE UPLIFTMENT  
HEALTH CARE SOCIETY

PILES TREATMENT
AYURVEDIC MEDICINE

KABIRAJ .MD. TAJ KHAN
1. Piles Bleeding 
2. Piles Fistula 3. Asthma 
4. Ladies White Discharge 
5. Sinus & Tonsil 6. Allergy 
Ringworm 7. Gastric
Add:- KEDITSU CENTRE
 2nd Floor, Opposite War 

Cemetery
 Kohima, Nagaland - 797001.
 TIME: 9:30 am - 4:00 pm, 

Daily.
 Phone: 9856537833

K-1791

K-1790

Improvement to Pathology, Provi-
sion of Additional Class Room & 

Renovation of Health Unit etc.
E-Tender Notice No. : 28 of 2018,
Dated: 05-07-2018. Open 
e-tenders are invited for the 
following works which will be 
opened on 10-08-2018 at 15.30 
hours. Manual offers are not 
allowed against these tenders 
and any such manual offers 
received shall be ignored. (1) 
Tender No. : MLG-35-2018. 
Name of Work & Location: At 
KV Maligaon- Provision of 10 
Nos. additional class room at 
Ground Floor, First Floor and 
Second Floor. Tender Value : `  
90,89,232.29; Earnest Money: 
` 1,81,790/-. (2) Tender No. : 
MLG-36-2018. Name of Work 
& Location: Improvement to 
Pathology/Blood Bank including 
development of open area of 
Physiotherapy Unit, Isolation 
Ward and OH tank area at 
Central Hospital, Maligaon and 
renovation of Health Unit at Head 
Quarter Complex. Tender Value 
: `  1,12,62,890.40; Earnest
Money: ` 2,06,320/-. Date 
& time of closing of above 
E-tenders: 13.00 hours of 10-
08-2018. For details, please visit 
www.ireps.gov.in.
Sr. Divisional Engineer/Co-ord, 

Maligaon
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

CIVIL ENGINEERING WORK & 
P. WAY WORKS

E-Tender Notice No. : LMG/Engg.
/34 of 2018 (Item No. 1 & 2) 
Dtd.: 03-07-2018. Work tenders 
through "E" Tendering system 
are invited for the works as 
detailed below: SN : 1.  Brief 
Description of Item: Widening 
of cess to facilitate Storage 
of P.Way Materials such as 
Sleepers Fittings, Ballast etc. 
under the jurisdiction of ADEN/
III/Lumding. Tender Value : `  
95,71,766/-; Earnest Money: 
` 1,91,440/-.  SN : 2.  Brief 
Description of Item: Widening 
of cess to facilitate Storage 
of P.Way Materials such as 
Sleepers Fittings, Ballast etc. 
under the jurisdiction of ADEN/
Hastings (HGS). Tender Value : 
`  96,95,244/-; Earnest Money: 
` 1,93,910/-. The complete 
information with tender 
documents of above e-tender 
will be available upto 15.00 
hrs. of 09-08-2018 in website 
http://www.ireps.gov.in. The 
tenderer requires to submit 
their e-tenders on this website 
only. Date & time of closing of 
above E-tender: 15.00 hours 
of 09-08-2018. Date & time of 
opening of above E-tender: 
15.00 hours of 10-08-2018. 

Divisional Railway Manager 
(Works), Lumding

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Serving Customers With A Smile

With immense pride and honour, the Chadi-Ziephrü Khel, Nerhema 
Village would like to extend our heartiest congratulation to Er. 
T.S. Angami, Retired Director, New & Renewable Energy 

Department, Nagaland on being appointed as the Chairman, Nagaland 
Public Service Commission (NPSC).

We would also like to convey our sincere appreciation and gratitude to 
Shri. Neiphiu Rio, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Nagaland and his team of the 
PDA Government for the recognition given to Er. T.S. Angami and allowing 
him the opportunity to serve the public at this prestigious capacity.

We truly believe that Er. T.S. Angami will maintain the balance and 
focus, living upto the trust which the Government and its citizens have 
reposed on him. We wish him all the success and may the Lord Almighty 
bless him with wisdom and integrity enabling him to render an impactful 
service to the society and continue to be an inspiration to the Naga people.

Kevisobei Ziephrü
President

Chadi-Ziephrü Khel

Duosielie Chadi
Secretary

Chadi-Ziephrü Khel

FELICITATION

K-1792

Kolkata, July 7 (IANS): New 
India should have an econ-
omy driven by entrepre-
neurship and innovation, 
Union Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Suresh 
Prabhu said here on Sat-
urday, cautioning that the 
debate between public and 
private sectors should be 
judged solely by national 
interest and not by ideo-
logical considerations.

“In new India, we must 
make sure India should be 
the dominant economy of 
the world, India must be 
a model economy of the 
world, it must have a model 
industry... India must have 
an economy driven by en-
trepreneurship and inno-
vation,” Prabhu said here.

Addressing students of 
National University of Ju-
ridical Sciences, the Union 
Minister said one needs to 
find out whether the pub-
lic or the private sector or 
both together best serve 
India’s interests in a given 
field, time and situation.

“We should not just 
be swayed by ideology. We 
should not say public sec-
tor will solve all the prob-
lems nor should we say 
public sector will not ex-
ist. We must find out what 
is good for India. And that 
what is good for India will 

change from time to time,” 
Prabhu said speaking on 
the topic “Privatising Pub-
lic sector: The Lessons 
Learnt and Way Ahead”.

Turning to 1956, when 
Parliament passed the In-
dustrial Policy Resolution 
that stressed on state con-
trol of the economy, Pra-
bhu said: “There is no point 
in now saying whether it 
was right or wrong. May 
be it was right. But just be-
cause it was right in 1956, 
one should not assume it 
will be right in 2018.

“We have to keep eval-
uating the situation, and 
take right decisions. Fu-
ture of public sector is not 
as important as future of 
India. What is important is 

future of India,” he said.
He said in a changing 

world, one needs to be flex-
ible with ideas about the 
development of the coun-
try.

“What is necessary for 
India will keep on chang-
ing because the world is 
changing. So if we just take 
one idea and say we won’t 
look at any other idea as 
our idea is the best, that 
will be akin to an ostrich 
mentality.” 

Without naming any 
country, he said the na-
tions which did not change 
with time were now strug-
gling, “trying to come out 
of the shell, and make new 
friends, just to integrate 
into the new economy”.

San Francisco, July 7 
(IANS): Surface Phone 
enthusiasts are running 
a petition on “Change.
org” to persuade Mi-
crosoft to reverse its 
reported decision to 
cancel its unannounced 
dual-screen computing 
device, the media re-
ported.

All the fans of Win-
dows phone want Mi-
crosoft to release the 
Surface Phone or “Sur-
face Andromeda Phone 
Project” that has been 
leaking out lately with 

the phone screen that 
can turn into a tablet, 
the petition read.

“The original writer 
of the Change.org peti-
tion, Zachary Hinski, 
speculates that con-
sumers may not mind 
paying $799-$999 for 
the device. 

That cost would be 
in line with the price for 
some of today’s flagship 
phones, but it’s unclear 
if Microsoft would be 
able to get the price that 
low, given the innova-
tive size that would have 

gone into the design,” 
Digital Trenda reported 
on Saturday.

There have been re-
ports that the tech giant 
was rethinking its Sur-
face Phone strategy. 

This is partially be-
cause of scheduling and 
quality, sources say, but 
more so because there’s 
still no compelling rea-
son for Microsoft to 
come to market with 
its current iteration of a 
small, dual-screen mo-
bile device, according to 
ZDNet. 

Mumbai, July 7 (PTI): The 
Sensex rebounded over 83 
points to close at 35,657.86 
in volatile trade today, led 
by gains in auto, realty, 
capital goods and energy 
stocks.

Markets benefited from 
bargain-hunting in re-
cently battered stocks amid 
mixed global cues, brokers 
said.

Asian markets ended 
higher even as investors 
monitored developments 
on the trade front in the af-
termath of tit-for-tat tariffs 
by the US and China.

The 30-share Sensex, 
after a negative opening, 
slipped to the day’s low 
of 35,532.21, but staged a 
strong comeback in the 
later part of the session to 
hit a high of 35,799.71. It fi-
nally finished 83.31 points, 
or 0.23 per cent higher at 
35,657.86. The NSE Nifty, 
after shuttling between 
10,735.05 and 10,816.35, 
ended at 10,772.65, up 
22.90 points, or 0.21 per 
cent.

Both the Sensex and 
Nifty posted weekly gains, 
rising 234.38 points, or 0.66 
per cent, and 58.35 points, 
or 0.54 per cent, respec-
tively. 

Meanwhile, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
sold shares worth Rs 159.37 
crore on net basis, while 
domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) also sold 
equities to the tune of Rs 
296.97 crore yesterday, pro-
visional data showed.

Mumbai, July 7 (PTI): 
GVK Group today said it 
has achieved financial 
closure for construction 
of the first phase of the 
Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA).

“I am extremely happy 
that we have achieved 
the financial closure on 
schedule. This will now 
enable us to focus on the 
next steps, which is the 
construction and com-
pletion of the first phase 
of yet another landmark 
airport in India,” said Navi 
Mumbai International 
Airport Executive chair-
man G V K Reddy in a 
statement here.

The infrastructure 
major had bagged the fi-
nancial bid to build and 
operate the second in-

ternational airport in the 
Mumbai metropolitan re-
gion - Navi Mumbai - at an 
investment of Rs 16,000 
crore this year, beating ri-
val GMR group.

The airport is a pub-
lic-private partnership 
venture in which the 
GVK-led Mumbai Inter-
national Airport Pvt Ltd 
has a 74 per cent stake 
with CIDCO, the Mahar-
ashtra government’s nod-
al agency for the project, 
holding the remaining 26 
per cent.

GVK Mumbai Inter-
national Airport was de-
clared the winning bidder 
for the greenfield interna-
tional airport that will be 
built on 1,160 hectares in 
phases and will eventually 
cater to 60 million passen-

gers per year.
The initial concession 

period is 30 years from 
the appointed date which 
is extendable for a further 
10 years.

The concession agree-
ment for Navi Mumbai 
International Airport was 
signed on January 8, 2018 
between Navi Mumbai 
International Airport and 
City and Industrial De-
velopment Corporation 
(CIDCO).

GVK, which currently 
manages the Mumbai 
International Airport 
through its subsidiary 
GVK Airport Developers, 
said Yes Bank would be 
the lead bank and man-
date lead arranger for 
phase I and phase II of the 
airport project.

New York, July 7 (IANS): US stocks 
traded on an upbeat note on Friday as 
investor sentiment was bolstered by en-
couraging jobs data.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
jumped 138.86 points, or 0.57 per cent, 
to 24,495.60. The S&P 500 was up 24.75 
points, or 0.90 per cent, to 2,761.36, Xin-
hua news agency reported. 

The Nasdaq Composite Index 
climbed 91.19 points, or 1.21 per cent, 
to 7,677.62.

The Dow reversed early losses to se-
cure triple-digit gains with McDonald’s 

and Microsoft among the best perform-
ers. 

Shares of the companies rose 1.51 
per cent and 1.37 per cent, respectively. 
All the 11 primary S&P 500 sectors trad-
ed higher. The Nasdaq Composite also 
advanced as share of Biogen surged 
more than 15 per cent.

On the economic front, total non-
farm payroll employment increased by 
213,000 in June, beating market con-
sensus, while the unemployment rate 
rose to 4 per cent, the US Labour De-
partment reported. 

Mumbai, July 7 (IANS): 
Growth in the manufac-
turing sector and a hike 
in the minimum support 
prices of Kharif crops 
supported investor senti-
ments and lifted the key 
equity indices in the week 
ended Friday.

However, escalation 
in the trade war tensions 
between the US and Chi-
na limited the gains on 
the domestic indices.

Providing a major 
support to the market, 
the Nikkei India Manu-
facturing Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI), 
rose to 53.1 in June from 
51.2 in May, registering 
the fastest improvement 
since December 2017. 
The data was released on 
Monday.

Index-wise, the 
wider Nifty50 of the Na-
tional Stock Exchange 
closed the week’s trade 

at 10,772.65 points -- up 
58.35 points or 0.54 per 
cent -- from its previous 
close.

The barometer 
30-scrip Sensex of the 
BSE rose by 234.38 points 
or 0.66 per cent to close 
at 35,657.86 points on a 
weekly basis.

The market breadth 
was negative in three out 
of the five trading ses-
sions of the week, said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of 
Retail Research at HDFC 
Securities. 

Prateek Jain, Direc-
tor, Hem Securities said: 
“Benchmark indices 
logged modest gains last 
week as India’s manu-
facturing conditions im-
proved in June 2018 at 
the strongest pace since 
December 2017 boosted 
sentiment.”

According to Eq-
uity99’s Senior Research 

Analyst, Rahul Sharma: 
“Auto and consumer 
stocks were in demand 
throughout the week af-
ter the Union Cabinet 
approved a hike in mini-
mum support prices for 
Kharif crops by 1.5 times 
of the input cost for the 
2018-19 season. This is 
likely to have a positive 
effect on the overall econ-
omy.”

Jain, however added, 
gains were capped by the 

Suresh Prabhu 

escalating trade war be-
tween the US and China. 

Further, he said, the 
Indian rupee weakened 
during the week to touch 
a fresh closing low of 68.95 
on Thursday, amid fears 
over a slowdown in the 
economy which affected 
the trading sentiments.

On a weekly basis, ru-
pee closed at 68.88, weak-
er by 41 paise from its pre-
vious week’s close of 68.47 
per greenback.

In terms of investments, 
provisional figures from the 
stock exchanges showed 
that foreign institutional in-
vestors sold scrip worth Rs 
2,455.44 crore, while the do-
mestic institutional inves-
tors purchased stocks worth 
Rs 2,073.70 crore during the 
July 3-6 period.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) divested Rs 2,737.04 
crore, or $398.62 million 
from the equities segment 
on stock exchanges dur-
ing the week ended on 
July 6.

Sector-wise, auto and 
FMCG were the major gain-
ers and those ending in the 
negative include metals, 
infrastructure and realty, 
Jasani told IANS.
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DAILY

PATH
Corn, also called maize, is the staple food in my home country of Mexico. There are so many differ-

ent types. You can find yellow, brown, red, and black cobs, even ones with a wonderful spotted 
pattern. But people in the cities usually won’t eat the spotted cobs. Restaurateur and researcher 
Amado Ramírez explains that they believe uniformity is a synonym of quality. Yet the spotted 

cobs taste good, and they make excellent tortillas.
The church of Christ is much more similar to a spotted ear of corn than to a cob of just one color. The 

apostle Paul used the imagery of a body to describe the church, because even though we are all one body, 
and we have the same God, each of us has been given a different gift. As Paul said, “There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone 
it is the same God at work” (1 Corinthians 12:5–6). Our diversity in the ways we help each other shows 
God’s generosity and creativity.

As we embrace our diversity, may we also make every effort to keep our unity in faith and purpose. 
Yes, we have different abilities and backgrounds. We speak different languages and come from different 
countries. But we have the same wonderful God, the Creator who delights in so much variety.

Father, may we make every effort to be one, respecting and valuing each other  
and our various gifts and talents.

Many Gifts, One Purpose
BIBLE READ:  1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-14
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, 
but all its many parts form one body, 

so it is with Christ.       
~  1 Corinthians 12:12

We need one another in order to be what God wants us to be.

Five Ways to Deal with Your Darkness

India Can Be a Global Beacon for Democracy

If Hate Has Been Normalised, Can WhatsApp-Triggered Lynchings Be Far Behind?
In such lynchings, the tragedy of the victim retreats into the background and it becomes more about keeping fake news in check.

W
hen you are surround-
ed by darkness, a way 
out feels impossible. 
It’s hard to see truth 

when all you see is doubt. So how 
then do you rediscover light in the 
midst of struggle? There are a cou-
ple things I’ve learned to do when 
the darkness in my life feels over-
whelming.

1. Searching
First I look to discover what truth is 
said about darkness and its oppo-
site. I turn to the Word of God. What 
does he say about darkness and 
how to overcome it? First I remem-
ber that “God is light, and in him 
there is no darkness” (1 John 1:5). 
Also he says, “In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome” (John 16:33). So when 
I take both of these things into ac-
count, I can believe that when I 
turn my eyes to the Father and rest 
in him, then my troubles and dark-
ness are overcome by his eternal 
love. My darkness fades in his light.

In Him, There is No Darkness
Furthermore, in him there is no 
darkness at all! So I can rejoice be-
cause the troubles and darkness that 
seem so overwhelming are nothing 
compared to him. For if God is light, 
and there is no darkness in him, 
then what should I fear? Is my dark-
ness too big for God’s light? I like to 
think in pictures—I am a storyteller, 
after all—so imagine a dark room 
with me. Pitch black, no windows. 
No skylights. Just darkness. Now 
imagine walking into that room 
with a lit match. Would the dark-
ness in that room extinguish your 
match? Of course not. Now, the 
match wouldn’t light the whole 
room, but it would allow you to see 
your fingers. What would happen if 
you made the small match bigger: a 
flashlight, a lantern? The darkness 
would retract further and further as 
the light grew.

God’s light is eternal, so what 
darkness could you possibly face 
that he couldn’t overcome? Light al-

ways drowns out darkness, and his 
light is grander and stronger than 
any you could imagine.

2. Practicing
Having searched for the truth and 
the things the Father has said about 
darkness, I then begin to put them 
into practice. What I mean by that is 
I meditate on them when the dark-
ness comes. When the light seems 
lost and I feel hopeless, I return to 

what I have learned. This has be-
come a daily practice for me. A mo-
ment of reflection even once a day 
can affect the way I see darkness 
and how I handle it when it comes. 
For Jesus said, “But the one prac-
ticing the truth comes to the light” 
(John 3:21). The more I practice 
the truth, the more easily seeing 
through the darkness becomes.

3. Remembering

After meditating on the truth, I 
practice remembering that truth 
throughout the troubles of life that 
come. Life is a journey of remem-
bering and forgetting. We all forget. 
We all get caught up in our daily 
lives and forget that this world does 
not define us. So when I forget, I 
pause and remember the truths so 
I can return to peace. Again I ask, if 
God is light, and in him there is no 
darkness, then what should I fear? 
What darkness could be too much 
for his light to overcome? The an-
swer: nothing. When I remember 
that, the darkness I see in my life 
fades to shadows. In this place of 
remembrance, I am full of great 
courage. Courage to walk through 
my fear and find his light is always 
faithful and sure.

4. Seeing
When I return to truth and start to 
remember who I am, I begin to see 
clearly. And this clear sight affects 
not only the way I see my own trou-
ble and darkness, but also how I see 
the world around me: my brothers 
and sisters who are lost in blindness 

because they haven’t yet seen the 
light of Christ, or those who have 
just forgotten. For the promises 
God gives me, he offers to all who 
turn their eyes to him. Colossians 
3:11 ends with this beautiful truth 
about the body of Christ: “Christ is 
all, and is in all.”

5. Loving
As my perception changes and I 
start to see myself and others in 
God’s light, I find my only response 
is love. Love shown to myself and 
others. When I am truly seeing with 
the eyes of Christ, when I am truly 
resting in his perfect light, it is im-
possible to condemn myself. Or 
others. So my only option then be-
comes love. A love that comes from 
the Father, and a love he calls us to 
have for one another.

So when troubles come, and 
they will; when darkness feels 
overwhelming, and it will, trust 
the teachings of Jesus, meditate on 
them daily, remember the promise 
given, see the light of Christ, and 
then give yourself and others love, 
as he has loved you.

I
n this 21st century, democracy is de-
scending and autocracy is ascending in 
countries around the world. That is the 
conclusion and argument that Yascha 

Mounk and Roberto Stefan Foa present in 
their article titled "The End of the Demo-
cratic Century" published in the May/June 
edition of Foreign Affairs.

For much of the 20th century, the Unit-
ed States was the leader in promoting and 
promulgating democracy and democratic 
values internationally. With the Trump 
presidency that leadership has eroded and 
virtually disappeared. 

The obsessive emphasis on "America 
First" and the withdrawal from involve-
ment with allies and international agree-
ments combined with the instigation of 
trade wars will only lead to the inevitable 
conclusion of America being alone and last. 
A nation cannot lead from that position.

There is a significant vacuum that must 
be filled if democracy and the search for it 
is to be a defining characteristic of this cen-
tury. India is by far the largest democracy in 

the world. In the upcoming national elec-
tion to be held sometime in 2019, over 900 
million Indian citizens will be eligible to 
vote. This compares to a mere 245 million-
plus eligible voters the next largest democ-
racy - the US.

The question becomes can India step 
forward and begin to fill that vacuum by 
leading by example and speaking out on is-
sues central to democratic values and prac-
tices? There are some indicators that sug-
gest that India may not be up to this task.

A Pew Research Center survey of citi-
zens in 38 nations, conducted in 2017, 
found that "support for a strong leader who 
is unchecked by the judiciary or parliament 
is highest in India;" 55 percent of those sur-
veyed saw "rule by a strong leader as a good 
way to govern". That same survey disclosed 
that only 8 percent of the respondents were 
fully committed to a representative democ-
racy, 67 percent were less committed, 9 per-
cent preferred a non-democratic option, 
and the remainder were uncertain.

Mounk and Foa in their article did not 
see India playing a more active role in the 
democratic arena. They cited a number of 

reasons including: defending liberal de-
mocracy has not been a significant com-
ponent of India's foreign policy; India's ab-
staining from voting on the UN resolution 
condemning Russia's annexation of Cri-
mea; and India's siding with autocratic re-
gimes in seeking a greater role for the state 
in regulating the internet.

That's the bad news for India's potential 
future role as a champion of democracy. 
The good news is there are some strong 
counter-indicators. Two that standout are 
the manner in which the Indian democracy 
was founded and the nature of and partici-
pation in the 2014 national election.

Ornit Shani, a scholar at the University 
of Haifa, has written a new book, "How In-
dia Became Democratic: Citizenship and 
Making the Universal Franchise" detailing 
how India was established at the outset as 
a country empowering its diverse popula-
tion as voters. In her review of the book for 
The Hindu, Mini Kapoor notes that because 
the draft electoral roll was established after 
Independence but before there was a Con-
stitution, Shani makes the "grand claim 
that Indians became voters before they 

were citizens". Given the differing opinions 
and conditions at the time of the country's 
founding, this expansive democratic action 
could almost be characterised as miracu-
lous.

While the nature of and participation 
in the 2014 national elections was not mi-
raculous, it could definitely be labeled a big 
deal - a very big deal. Consider the follow-
ing: The registration for this election was 
more than 100 million voters higher than 
the 2009 election - an increase of almost 15 
percent. The elections were held over nine 
days. The election process required ap-
proximately 1.1 million government work-
ers and 5.5 million civilian employees to 
help voters at 1.4 million voting machines 
in 930,00 polling stations. The voter turnout 
of over 66 per cent was the highest in the 
history of India's national elections.

Given these and other factors such as its 
re-accelerating economic development, I 
believe India is poised to move centrestage 
as an exemplar of and worldwide advocate 
for democracy. I say this recognizing that 
India as a nation and democracy is far from 
perfect. It has numerous problems that 

need to be addressed in order to don the 
mantle of a democratic leader. 

In my opinion, there are three key areas 
in which India needs to take action in order 
to assume that leadership role:

* Pursue an intensified agenda of inclu-
siveness and economic equality and oppor-
tunity for all

* Provide effective civic education for 
students - especially in the younger years

*Ensure the free press is completely free 
The old saying goes, it is always darkest 

before the dawn. For the past few years, de-
mocracy in countries and around the world 
has been slipping into darkness. In recent 
months, things have continued to get dark-
er for democracy. We are moving toward the 
darkest hour.

India has the potential to confront that 
hour by becoming a global beacon of hope 
for democracy. If it realises that potential, it 
will help to bring about a new dawn for de-
mocracy in this 21st century.

(Frank F. Islam is an entrepreneur, civic 
and thought Leader based in Washington 

DC. The views expressed are personal. He 
can be contacted at ffislam@verizon.net)

M
urderous attacks on helpless 
victims have now become rou-
tine in India, with numerous 
and varied grounds for killing 

the victims. In recent times, two men were 
murdered in Assam after being suspected as 
child kidnappers. However, in the last three 
years, the grounds for murdering innocent 
people have mainly been cow slaughter 
and cattle smuggling. The religious and 
ethnic identities of victims too have varied. 
Attacks on suspected childlifters have been 
usually by local villagers against ‘strangers-
outsiders’. Ideologically driven cow vigilan-
tes have targeted Muslims, terming them 
outsiders and dangerous ‘others’.

The antipathy towards ‘outsiders’ and 
‘others’ is not the only pattern. In all these 
instances, rumours fuelled by Facebook 
and WhatsApp have been the immediate 
triggers. But what is far more ominous and 
important to recognise is that these trig-
gers rest on an ecosystem of fear and hate, 
which has been nurtured with care and 
clear intent. There has been a careful dis-
semination of such messages (text message 
forwards) in the works. Hate has been the 
central motif. Much of this hate is not new. 
It is not new knowledge that mobs have a 
propensity to violently attack the defence-
less in situations where the administration 
has either been slack or complicit.

Old grievances, prejudices and fear of 
‘other’ people have been invigorated in a 
time where media ensures instant access 
and amplification. It is this hydra-headed 
messaging that demands attention. Mobs 
have bayed for blood and left only after the 
victim was beaten to death with a feroc-

ity that hate alone can propel. Bystanders 
watched on, unmoved. Or perhaps they 
videotaped the spectacle of unbelievable 
cruelty and humiliation so those absent 
could vicariously participate in this mo-
ment of ‘triumph’. For, the broader message 
that has taken over our country is that ‘hate’ 
is for the brave; ‘love’ the hallmark of the 
chicken-hearted. We live in muscular and 
mean times.

The BJP, which learned early on that 
the media is a communication tool for PR, 
uses it deftly and ruthlessly. As the reigning 
ideology states, it is all about perceptions. 
People find distinguishing fake news 
from facts redundant in such climes. 
Has not the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology sent a letter 
to the WhatsApp senior management, 
urging action against misinformation 
circulating on its platform in India? Has 
not WhatsApp said it is working towards 
new safety measures? Did not the gov-
ernment warn Facebook over data leak?

And what connection do these killings 
have with the myriad hate-filled posts on 
social media? How does it matter that the 
prime minister follows trolls who spread 
hate? How worried should we be given the 
number of rape threats made to women 
who speak out? We need to think about pre-
cisely this larger atmosphere of hate that 
has taken over us. For these are times where 
an ordinary upper middle class man may 
casually forward hate-filled messages as he 
settles down for dinner with his family and 
bemoan the unfortunate rise of lynching at 
the same time.

Getting away with it
Political leaders understand these matters 

better. Recently, a BJP MP from Jharkhand 
announced that he would bear the legal ex-
penses of four men in Jharkhand accused 
of killing two others on suspicion of cat-
tle theft in the state’s Godda district. The 
party spokespersons called it a “personal 
decision”. (Just as they did with the com-
ment by Ram Sene chief, comparing Gauri 

Lankesh’s murder to a dog’s death). A group 
of lawyers, not too long ago, attempted to 
prevent the police in Kathua from present-
ing before the local court a chargesheet in 
the gang-rape and murder of an eight-year-
old Bakarwal girl. In each such instances, 
there is a customised messaging at work. 
The larger message is that it is okay to hate 
because it is a badge of honour and pride.

But as advertisers would know, sensi-
bilities of groups differ. Messages have to 

cater to these groups. On one primetime 
television show, the ruling party spokes-
person may hysterically shriek “throw 
shoes” at a political opponent. On other 
channels the same spokesperson may loft-
ily talk of the rule of law and unequivo-
cally condemn all such heinous crimes for 
they do not discriminate on the grounds 
of caste, creed and religion like ‘others’ do. 
(It is perhaps in that ‘noble’ spirit that the 
chief minister of Uttar Pradesh has asked 
for students in madrasas not to wear kurta 
pyjamas). After the magnanimous con-
demnation, they warn of the dangers of 

jumping to conclusions.
There are two interpretations that one 

can have of this well-crafted messag-
ing. The storyline gets murky. The trag-
edy of the victim retreats from vision. 
It becomes one more instance of a ‘fair 
game’ of hurling cheerful accusations 
and counter accusations. Simply put, 
this dispels any lurking idea that there is 

a pattern – The killings are random. There 
is no perpetrator. Rumours just happen. 

Maybe the onus rests on WhatsApp. Why 
blame any one media channel? Are they not 
all biased? Did killings not happen before?

Let us be reasonable. In this apparent 
reasonableness lies the moot point that 
when everybody is to blame, nobody is to 
blame.

The media, once upon a time, was 
meant to initiate informed discussions 
that were understood as a key to a vibrant 
public sphere. What happens to the public 
sphere when the media becomes a giant 
messaging app? And messaging in these 
digital times have to address fragmented 
audiences. They are therefore customised 
to suit personal likings. The world comes 

to us designed specially just for us. Data 
mining ensures that the state, the market 
and political actors know what kind of 
coffee I like, the films I watch, how much 
I love my mother and whom I am predis-
posed to hate.

The messages I receive on WhatsApp 
have no resemblance to the messages that 
people received in villages in Manipur or 
Maharashtra. There can be no conversation 
across these groups. We are divided and 
closed in as ‘communities’ – real or virtual. 
Even murder does not register unless the 
victim is one of ‘us’. Our ‘imagined com-
munity’ has shrunk. How do we converse 
in these instant and smart times? Living 
in a world where communication is abun-
dant, we encounter the potent paradoxes 
of instant access and unequal knowledge; a 
global Internet whose use is often confined 
within groups; a blurring of distinctions be-
tween views and news.

The recent spate of WhatsApp-triggered 
lynching has to address all these issues seri-
ously. There is a pattern to the killings. And 
there is a deliberate attempt to fudge this 
fact and shrug the responsibility off by the 
government that has steered the country 
to a point where hate messaging has pried 
open every faultline in our society. The 
two young men killed in Assam according 
to the video clips that went viral on social 
media were heard pleading with the crowd 
to spare them, saying they were Assamese. 
This helpless plea is perhaps the key to un-
derstanding our collective tragedy.

(Maitrayee Chaudhuri teaches sociology 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

Her recent book is Refashioning India: 
Gender, Media and a Transformed Public 

Discourse.)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You might come 
across strong opposition today from some-
one who seems to want to cut straight 
through to your heart, Aries. In reality, this 

is a message reminding you to think about things in 
terms of the collective - the oneness of us all. Be aware 
of a greater perspective in which you see more than 
just your side of the issue. Talk to people you trust be-
fore making any major decisions.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Act on your in-
stincts today, Taurus, and you won’t go wrong. 
You may need to give up a bit of control and put 
logical thinking aside for the day. Let the wind 

take you where it wants you to go. Explore your mind and 
its interactions with others. You’ll find that it will be just 
about impossible to solidify any plans. You’re better off ex-
ploring options and comparing notes with others. Don’t 
pigeonhole yourself into one way of thinking.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you’ll find 
that you’re the missing puzzle piece that peo-
ple need in every situation, Gemini. Engage 
in light conversation in social arenas and feel 

free to turn your charm up full blast. You have the abil-
ity to make favorable impressions on just about every-
one, so get the day off on the right foot. Get out of bed 
earlier than normal and get your blood pumping with 
a brisk walk or workout.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may find 
that people want to do a great deal of talk-
ing but not a great deal of feeling today, 
Cancer. Go ahead and put your emotions on 

the back burner and let your mind take over. Deal with 
facts and make sure your emotions don’t interfere with 
the information you receive. Things can get clouded if 
you don’t stay true to the communication that’s taking 
place. Be conscious of your words.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You should be able 
to evaluate your emotions from a very neu-
tral, detached perspective today, Leo. Use 
this opportunity to take action based on 

what you feel. Make sure your actions aren’t reaction-
ary and that you aren’t simply acting rashly in response 
to someone else’s hasty maneuvers. Think before you 
make any sudden moves. You’ll be amazed at what in-
credible things can develop if you simply use your head 
a bit first.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you’re talking 
about another person today, Virgo, make sure 
you aren’t saying anything that would be up-
setting if they were standing right there. Gos-

sip may be running rampant, but that’s no excuse for 
you to contribute to it. Be aware that what you say has 
a strong impact on the people around you and is likely 
to reach many more ears than you may think.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): It’s important for 
you to take action on a day like today, Libra. 
Trust yourself and your instincts. Oftentimes 
you’ll have the perfect advice for every situ-

ation and every other person except yourself. Remem-
ber that you might have to consult others in order to 
find the best counsel for yourself. Talk things out and 
take definitive action. Hesitation causes delay. You 
have all the facts you need.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You might find 
yourself a bit unfocused and confused about 
which way to go, Scorpio. The baffled look 
on your face isn’t helping anyone else figure 

out how to help you. Don’t feel obliged to remain in an 
unhealthy situation. It may be time to let go and break 
some ties to things that no longer work for you. Feel 
good about extricating yourself from old habits that no 
longer serve you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): It’s impor-
tant for you to get outside and feel the wind 
blowing, Sagittarius. Reconnect with nature 
and be aware of the four elements. Take deep 

breaths and fill your lungs with this energizing life 
force. Imagine yourself on a mountaintop looking over 
a vast ocean below. Expand your awareness so that 
nothing escapes your attention. Keep your head clear 
of clutter and be open to new adventures.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Make 
practical use of the thoughts you have syn-
thesized over the last few days, Capricorn. 
Stretch your boundaries and extend your 

wisdom to the people around you. This is a day to take 
action. Connect with your heart and move forward 
with your plans. We normally think of our hearts as 
being soft, tender, and vulnerable. Today think of your 
heart as being tough, strong, and adventurous.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is an im-
portant day for you to make valuable con-
nections with others, Aquarius. You’ll find 
yourself engaged in fast-paced, witty con-

versations and debates from which you can learn a 
great deal. You’re good at seeing both sides of an issue, 
but the problem is that this can lead to indecisiveness 
and an inability to commit to anything. Choose a path 
today and stick to it.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It could be hard 
for you to get a handle on things today, Pisces, 
as your focus seems to jump from one sub-
ject to the next without finding resolution for 

any. This isn’t a day to find solutions. You’re better off re-
searching, asking questions, and gathering facts. Keep 
the channels of communication open, and don’t try to 
pin anyone down for a solid answer. You’ll accomplish a 
great deal by keeping things active and light.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Laurie Laybourn-Langton| openDemocracy

The NHS Proves There’s Always Been an Alternative
As Britain’s National Health Service celebrates 70 years today, its troubles expose neoliberalism’s lies.

E
merging from the ashes of the Sec-
ond World War, the founding prin-
ciples of the NHS – free to all, at 
the point of use, beyond the insur-

ance principle – allowed Britain to win the 
peace. Universal health coverage - founded 
across the UK seventy years ago today - 
gave succour to a sick and dispirited nation, 
providing the conditions in which Ford-
ist consumer-capitalism could mature by 
creating a “secret, silent column” of healthy 
and productive citizens who helped usher 
in the post-war Keynesian boom. For a na-
tion bowed but unbroken, scuttling its em-
pire in a new age of human rights, it may 
have seemed reasonable for Aneurin Bevan 
to proclaim that Britain, with its NHS, now 
had “the moral leadership of the world”.

This was an era of rapid and momen-
tous change. Little less than a year before, 
at the stroke of midnight, the nations of In-
dia and Pakistan achieved freedom from a 
dying empire; in 1948, as 4th July turned to 
5th, the British people could dream of free-
dom from fear.

Support for the NHS across  
the British state
The NHS was the archetypal child of its ide-
ological time. The concept of public health-
care under the NHS model sat atop a new 
wave of political and economic ideas. Cen-
tralised state bureaucracies and Keynesian 
demand management washed away the 
failed political economy of the Wall Street 
Crash and the Great Depression. As Bevan 
pushed through his plan for a publicly pro-
vided rather than ‘publicly organised’ NHS, 
a former Conservative health secretary as-
serted that this “would destroy so much in 
this country that we value”. Precisely the 
opposite occurred.

However, contrary to some contempo-
rary opinion, this revolutionary turn in the 
role and functions of government came 
with broad support from across the British 
state. This is not to disavow the achieve-
ment, merely a reminder that the time for 
a profound shift in political and economic 
ideas had come. When it came again, in 
the late seventies and early eighties, the 
vanguard of the new order identified them-
selves almost in direct opposition to what 
the NHS stood for, the ideas that justified it, 
and the objective reality it delivered.

The NHS has always been the target of 
opprobrium from the intellectual evan-
gelists of incongruous market liberalism. 
This is the case whether they are set to gain 
from outsourcing and privatisation, or are 
merely captured by the shadows on the col-
lective cave of our economic discourse. In 
the case of the former, from its inception, 
health insurance giants watched the NHS 
and pumped money into proto-neoliberal 
think tanks that criticised all facets of Brit-
ain’s public healthcare model with gleeful 
abandon.

“proto-neoliberal think tanks that 
criticised all facets of Britain’s public 

healthcare model with gleeful abandon”

It was in reaction to an attack on the 
principles of non-fee-paying blood dona-
tion that the sociologist Richard Titmuss 
wrote The Gift Relationship, his seminal 
exploration of the impacts of pecuniary 
incentives in social policy. Titmuss warned 
that the unabashed introduction of mar-
kets into previously untouched areas of pol-
icy would result in a destructive, pervasive 
“ideology to end all ideologies”. Into what 
future would we now head if it was this 
book that British prime ministers pulled 
from their bags, slammed onto tables, and 
over which they declared “this is what we 
believe”?

Neoliberal revolution strikes
As the post-war consensus fell, practical 
men, finding themselves quite exempt 
from intellectual influence, slaved away 
to deliver the assertions of defunct econo-
mists. The theoretical basis of neoliberal 

economic ideas considers markets the su-
perior means of coordinating allocation 
of resources under conditions of scarcity. 
However, when applied to healthcare, mar-
ket dynamics are profoundly inappropri-
ate. This is not the case with, say, food, 
where you, endowed with sufficient infor-
mation on which apple is appropriate for 
your own needs, can enjoy the benefits of a 
plurality of apple vendors, each optimising 
their products and prices to meet market 
demand. For serious heart problems, even 
a world-renowned cardiothoracic surgeon 
would suffer from incomplete understand-
ing of her condition and treatment, open-
ing up information asymmetries with the 
consultant sitting opposite.

It took until the nineties for the neolib-
eral revolution to strike the NHS. Market 
structures were the order of the day as the 
state sailed heroically into the End of Histo-
ry. The NHS, as with all areas of public pro-
vision, was now going to compete – by hell, 
high-water or penalty imposed from central 
government. That it has taken until now for 
the contradictions, inefficiencies and fail-
ures of marketisation to be recognised by 
elements of the political mainstream stands 
testament to the dangerous paucity of our 
policy discourse. One cannot look upon the 
collapse of Carillion and the eye-watering 
cost of the Private Finance Initiative – £310 
billion for assets worth around £55 billion – 
without concluding that something is pro-
foundly wrong with those economic ideas 
that justify such cruel, inefficient 
policies. Where does duty of care 
come in a contract that allows 
a private company to charge an 
NHS hospital£333 for a lightbulb?

Marketisation brings waste, 
moral hazard and structural 
risks
The NHS under neoliberal-
ism has failed on its own terms. 
Firstly, inappropriate and un-
necessary marketisation has de-
livered waste, moral hazard, and, 
ultimately, exposed the system to 
structural risks, imposing large 
costs on the taxpayer through the 
socialisation of failure. The Centre 
for Health and the Public Interest 
estimates that the annual cost of 
marketisation in the NHS is in ex-
cess of £4.5 billion per year, with 
additional start-up costs of over £3 
billion per major market reform. 
Indeed, the benefits of market 
‘reforms’ have always been hotly 
contested, with opposition across 
academics and health practition-
ers, who stress a high opportunity 
cost in forgone patient care and 
clinical innovation.

Secondly, privatisation – dis-
tinct to the wasteful outsourcing 
of healthcare provision to private 
companies – has seen the loss of 
assets built up over decades and 
paid for by generations of taxpay-
ers, a particularly vindictive, so-
cially and economically irrational 

policy. For example, the coalition govern-
ment famously sold 80% of the UK’s blood 
plasma resource company to Bain Capital 
for £90 million, putting the security of blood 
supplies at risk. Bain soon enjoyed profits in 
excess of £700 million when the company 
was subsequently sold to Chinese investors. 
Into the future, the government is seeking 
to sell large quantities of NHS land, impos-
ing the opportunity cost of missed public 
investment in productive assets, such as 
the construction of much needed hospitals 
and the installation of renewable energy 
that could power the NHS and reduce its 
carbon emissions.

“the loss of assets built up over 
decades and paid for by generations of 

taxpayers”

Thirdly, it has simply been a deliber-
ate political choice to underfund the NHS 
over a period that now approaches a dec-
ade. Over the 2015/16 financial year, NHS 
trusts and foundation trusts fell into a com-
bined deficit of nearly £2.5 billion, only 
three years after reporting a surplus of over 
£500 million. While the changing nature of 
ill health and demand for services plays a 
part, this gap has opened up due to a de-
liberate policy of underfunding: real terms 
increases in NHS funding were 0.9% a year 
between 2010-2015, in contrast to an aver-
age of 3.7% over its lifetime. There is now a 
near universal consensus that the NHS is 

underfunded and that the lack of resource 
is the greatest contributor to successive cri-
ses – something that even the government 
has begun recognised. In all, health and so-
cial care spending cuts have been linked to 
120,000 excess deaths.

At best, the justifications for George 
Osborne’s ‘Age of Austerity’ were the spuri-
ous frenzies of a politician appealing to the 
polluted ideas of a discredited yesteryear to 
benefit wealthy vested interests. At worst, 
they have cost lives and halted the inexo-
rable, centuries-long tradition of improve-
ment in public health driven by the noble 
efforts of British academics and clinicians. 
Do not forget that life expectancy had been 
rising continuously for over one hundred 
years, a trend that has likely faltered be-
cause of the political choice to cut public 
expenditure, with the rate of increase in life 
expectancy having dropped by almost 50% 
since austerity began. If medical science 
has been of the greatest benefit to mankind, 
uncritical adherence to outworn economic 
dogma has been of the greatest detriment.

The human cost
For the neoliberal experiment, as in nearly 
all areas of policy, has imposed a wicked 
cost on our health. It has damaged systems 
that seemed to be working moderately well 
in the past and eroded the institutional ba-
sis upon which we can effectively respond 
to the challenges of the age. Take the future 
of the digital technology, which could alter 
social and economic relations at a pace and 
scale not seen since the Industrial Revolu-
tion. The manner in which digital tech-
nology is integrated into healthcare in the 
UK is and will always be a political choice. 
Smart phones, ubiquitous data collection 
and machine learning could be harnessed 
by the NHS to better realise its founding 
principles, creating possibilities beyond the 
wildest imaginings of Bevan, Beveridge et 
al. Instead, the digital frontier is dominated 
by multinational monopolists and specu-
lators pumping money into consumerist 
start-ups that flood markets springing up 
in anticipation of continued underfunding 
and privatisation. We can do better.

Moreover, the very basis of our health-
care model is being shaken by demograph-
ic change and a shift in the nature of ill 
health. Underfunding is simply unsustain-
able in the face of these trends. Into the 
future, environmental change, already de-

scribed as the greatest threat (and 
opportunity) to public health, will 
determine the parameters of our 
healthcare imaginations. There is 
no room for systemic waste, frag-
mented private providers, and the 
inefficient adoption of innovative 
technologies in a world that has 
warmed by 1.5C and in which the 
majority of soil fertility has been 
lost.

What is to be done?
What is to be done? Much of a 
post-neoliberal approach to the 
NHS must seek to repair the dam-
age done over the last few decades. 
Primarily, the NHS needs to be ad-
equately funded as part of a wider 
move away from the discredited 
policy of austerity. Ill health over 
the period of fiscal retrenchment 
has resulted from damage to the 
systems of the state, encompass-
ing everything from transport to 
social care, that provide the foun-
dations upon which good health 
can spring. It will be a tragedy if 
the number of lives lost during the 
application of these failed, pre-
Keynesian ideas should not banish 
them forever.

The government’s recent 
pledge to up NHS spending by an 
average of around 3% a year to 
2023/24 does not do this. It is below 
the 4.3% annual growth needed to 
keep pace with demand and much 
lower than that needed to recover 

from the damage wrought by the past eight 
years of underfunding. What’s more, the 
funding is delayed until next year, opening 
up a cavern across which the NHS must 
jump and into which much of it could fall, 
particularly if another cold winter pushes 
the service into collapse. The increase also 
leaves out public health, staff training and 
building and other key capital investments. 
It has nothing to say about the cost of debt 
repayment.

Marketisation can no longer be the first 
port of call for policymakers, as should 
be the case across the public sector. This 
includes needing to handle the growing 
burden of PFI debts, with options includ-
ing the centralisation and renegotiation of 
contracts. Into the future, the social, envi-
ronmental and economic power of the NHS 
should be brought to bear, with hospitals 
acting as ‘anchor institutions’ that provide a 
local basis for everything from the rollout of 
clean energy through building energy assets 
on NHS land, to improving employment 
standards by targeting local recruitment 
and procurement. These developments are 
already occurring, with, for example, some 
hospitals in London recycling their heat 
into local housing. Maximising the local 
socioeconomic role of the NHS could also 
present a more meaningfully democratised 
approach to decision-making.

Until then, be wise to what neoliberal-
ism has done and will continue to do to the 
NHS. Born of war and strife, Britain’s health 
service celebrates its 70th birthday in a bad 
way – bowed, nearly broken, ill-prepared to 
suffer the burden of continued underfund-
ing and held together by the goodwill of 
staff. All the while, foreign insurance giants 
watch with patient eyes for opportunities 
arising from Brexit trade deals. The NHS is 
about being civilised; as we dismantle it, we 
become less civilised.

“The NHS is about being civilised; as we 
dismantle it, we become less civilised.”

Over the course of the 70th anniversary, 
the official celebrations shall likely focus 
on NHS staff. Quite right. But do not forget 
that the NHS is and has always been about 
economics, politics and power. It is about 
multinational corporations getting richer 
while sick people die in corridors. It is about 
bright young management consultants re-
peating failed economic cantations to justi-
fy inefficiency. Alone in a society brutalised 
by years of austerity, the NHS is increasingly 
the first and last line of care for people up 
and down the country, and is kept going by 
the blood, sweat and tears of its staff.

The NHS is no longer national. Frag-
mented and sucked dry of resources, it can-
not invest in responding to modern health 
problems. The NHS is increasingly becom-
ing a logo under which private enterprise 
may suckle on the teat of the state, growing 
fat off our taxes. The predicament of the 
NHS at 70 is the result of a concerted ap-
plication of failed economic ideology. Neo-
liberalism’s legacy is the private ambulance 
provider who bungles an emergency call 
because their staff are under-trained and 
poorly equipped; it is the baby who dies in 
the night, away from their parents, as the 
private provider of an out-of-hours service 
fails to adequately respond. Stand this no 
longer. If the Labour Party are to enter gov-
ernment in the near future, a test of their 
willingness to deliver a new society will be 
whether they create a post-neoliberal NHS.

The NHS can be all that its staff and its 
patients believe it to be. A harbour in which 
fear is kept at bay, in which everyone main-
tains the right to be relieved of the pressures 
of ill health. In the final analysis, the crisis of 
neoliberalism is inherently a political crisis 
founded on the inadequacy of a certain set 
of economic ideas. In the same way that the 
NHS has always proven there is an alterna-
tive, the orthodox approach to healthcare 
policy proves that we need, now more than 
ever, an alternative to neoliberalism.

(Laurie Laybourn-Langton is a senior 
research fellow at IPPR, and founder of 

Bring Back the NHS.)
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Encourage voluntary eye donation, says Naidu One nation, one election is impractical, 
unconstitutional – Trinamool

Mukesh Ambani re-appointed RIL Managing Director

India developing technologies 
for manned space mission 

India, Bhutan reaffirm commitment to hydropower cooperation 

Bihar girl raped for 
months by principal, two 
teachers and 16 students

Bypassing recruitment board, Railways 
opens doors for contractual hiring

BJP for continuing with Governor’s rule in J&K – Ram Madhav

JD-U asserts to be ‘big 
brother’ in Bihar in 2019 polls

PTI

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu releases a book written by Dr. Amar Agarwal (R) as Tamil Nadu Fisheries 
Minister D Jayakumar looks on, at the inaugural session of the annual conference on “Eye Surgery” 
organised by Intraocular Implant and Refractive Society of India (IIRSI), in Chennai on Saturday.

Ram Madhva

Chennai, July 7 (PTI): 
Vice-President M Venkai-
ah Naidu today stressed 
on the need to encourage 
voluntary eye donation, 
and said this “sublime 
ethos” must be incul-
cated among children in 
schools.

There was a need to 
involve the Panchayati 
Raj institutions and ur-
ban local bodies, besides 
enlisting the support of 
private sector and NGOs 
to augment the Central 
government’s efforts to 
provide comprehensive 
eye care services, he said.

Eye doctors and sur-
geons will play a very 
important role in this, 
even as there was a need 
to devise multi-pronged 
strategy for strengthen-
ing preventive and cura-
tive eye care, he said in 
his address at the 32nd 
Intraocular Implant and 
Refractive Surgery Con-
vention here.

“We also need to en-
courage people to vol-
untarily pledge eye do-
nation. I am happy that 
NPCB (National Pro-
gramme for Control of 
Blindness) has set a mod-
est target of 50,000 eyes 
donation in the year 2017-
18 and against this, we 
have achieved 69,343 eyes 
donation,” he said.

This was a very en-
couraging trend, he said, 
and urged higher targets 
be set and achieved in this 
regard in the future.

“The sublime ethos of 
helping a vision impaired 
person to gain eyesight 
through voluntary eye 
donation must be incul-
cated among the young 
children in the schools,” 
he said.

Naidu also said the 
mass media can play an 
important role in popu-
larising eye donation.

Ruing the changing 
lifestyles, he said there 
was little physical activity 
in the modern days, and 
urged the people, espe-
cially youngsters, to focus 
on physical fitness.

“It is no secret that eye 
ailment is a major prob-
lem among the young 

children. We feel pity to 
see young school-going 
children wearing specta-
cles.” 

“This has something 
to do with our food habits 
and also lifestyle. I always 
insist on one thing when-
ever I go to a medical 
conference-- we have to 
educate the people about 
the need to go back to the 
original lifestyle,” he said.

Due to a changing life-
style, “there is no physical 
activity at all,” the Vice-
President said.

“As a result, we are all 
getting different ailments, 
particularly diabetes. Peo-
ple say, health is wealth. 
If you have health, you 

can acquire wealth, but 
if you have wealth there 
is no guarantee that you 
will have good health,” 
he said.

He further said, “the 
younger generation es-
pecially must focus on 
some kind of physical 
activity.” 

“We have to revisit the 
entire system...I always 
tell people love and live 
with the nature. That is 
very much required. I am 
stressing on this because 
diseases are becoming 
prevalent,” he said.

Naidu said there used 
to be an impression that 
urban school children 
were more prone to eye 

ailments but that even 
their rural counterparts 
are “suffering from myo-
pia.” 

“Excessive exposure of 
children to video games, 
mobiles, computers and 
televisions has been ad-
versely impacting their 
eye health,” he said.

On the Centre’s Na-
tional Health Protection 
Scheme, he recalled the 
government having pro-
posed a budgetary alloca-
tion of INR 54,667 crore 
for the current year.

The scheme involves 
providing medical cover 
of up to INR 5 lakh to over 
10 crore poor and vulner-
able families.

“I am told the Union 
Health Ministry has al-
ready drawn up the de-
tails of the scheme and 
this will be soon rolled 
out.

No longer the poor 
people are going to suffer 
because of their financial 
constraints,” he said.

Naidu also urged med-
ical practitioners to have a 
“missionary attitude” to 
serve people.

Referr ing to  var i-
ous central government 
schemes like Skill India 
and Smart Cities, Naidu 
said they were aimed at 
ensuring change for the 
betterment of people.

India was the “most 
attractive place for busi-
ness”, and efforts were on 
to ease doing of business, 
Naidu said.

New Delhi, July 7 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s concept of simul-
taneous Lok Sabha and 
assembly elections in the 
country is impractical 
and unconstitutional, 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Kalyan Banerjee said on 
Saturday.

“The basic structure 
of the constitution can-
not be changed. We are 
against the concept of the 
simultaneous election 
because it is against the 
constitution. it should 
not be done,” Banerjee 
said.

He was speaking to 
reporters on the sidelines 
of a Law Commission 
meeting with representa-
tives of political parties 
to hold deliberations on 
Modi’s one nation, one 
election plan. 

“Let us assume that 
the Centre and all states 

hold elections simul-
taneously in 2019. If a 
coalition government 
is formed in the centre 
and that loses majority 
then will elections have 
to be re-conducted for 
all states along with the 
Centre,” he asked.

“It is impractical, not 
possible and contrary to 
the Constitution. Democ-
racy and government 
should be given prior-
ity. The financial issue is 
secondary, first priority 
is the Constitution and 
democracy. Constitution 
has to be upheld.” 

The Trinamool leader 
took a dig at the BJP say-
ing its leaders are all talk 
and no work and had 
made little contribution 
in the nation’s freedom 
struggle.

“Those who wrote the 
Constitution, including 
Ambedkar, were pundits. 

We know nothing com-
pared to them. 

They never  spoke 
about the ‘one nation, 
one election’. 

They gave us a federal 
structure. The Central 
government is not su-
perior compared to the 
states.” 

He said it wasn’t ob-
ligatory for the states to 
give whatever the Prime 
Minister  demanded.  
“The PM does not fulfil 
his promises. 

First, ask him to give 
INR 15 lakh to all” as he 
had promised in his cam-
paign before coming to 
power in 2014.

The two-day meet is 
being held here. The re-
gional parties participat-
ing include the Sama-
jwadi Party, Trinamool 
Congress, Biju Janata Dal, 
DMK, AIADMK, RLD, Shi-
romani Akali Dal.

Mumbai, July 7 (IANS): Shareholders 
of Reliance Industries (RIL) have re-
appointed Mukesh D. Ambani as the 
company’s Managing Director for a 
period of five years commencing from 
April 19, 2019.

According to a regulatory filing on 
the BSE, RIL revealed that the decision 
was taken by the shareholders at the 
company’s 41st annual general meeting 
(AGM) held here recently.

Over 98.50 per cent of shareholders 
voted in favour of the ordinary resolu-
tion to re-appoint Ambani, who also 

holds the post of Chairman, RIL.
Ambani, who is the richest Indian, 

has kept his annual compensation 
unchanged at INR 15 crore for the 10th 
consecutive year. 

His compensation includes sal-
ary and allowances, perquisites, retiral 
benefits, and commission payable.

In addition, shareholders also ap-
proved the company’s plan “to offer or 
invitation to subscribe to redeemable 
non-convertible debentures on private 
placement”, of an aggregate nominal 
value up to INR 20,000 crore.

Bengaluru, July 7 (IANS): 
India is developing criti-
cal  technologies  for 
launching manned mis-
sions in space and pre-
paring a document on 
it, a top official said on 
Saturday.

“Critical technologies 
are being developed for 
our human space pro-
gramme as it is India’s 
dream to put a man in 
space. A mission docu-
ment is in the making,” 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) 
Chairman K. Sivan told 
the media at an aero-
space event here.

Citing the space agen-
cy’s successful maiden 
unmanned pad abort 
test on Thursday at its 
Sriharikota spaceport in 
Andhra Pradesh for the 
safe escape of the crew 
in an emergency, Sivan 
said that very complex 
technology was used for 
the trial, with a unique 
motor for fast-burning.

“The technology is 
very essential for our 

manned missions in the 
future, as the motor’s per-
formance was very good. 
Using aerodynamics, the 
module was turned in a 
favourable direction to 
open the parachutes,” 
he said.

The state-run ISRO’s 
technology demonstra-
tor is the first in a series of 
tests to qualify as a crew 
escape system, critical 
for a manned mission.

“We are only in the 
preparation stage. We 
need to develop much 
more. We are in the proc-
ess of refining a docu-
ment on the manned 
mission for review and 
interactions with stake-
holders, including the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
and Hindustan Aero-
nautics Ltd (HAL),” said 
Sivan.

The crew escape sys-
tem is an emergency es-
cape measure designed 
to quickly pull the crew 
module along with the 
astronauts to a safe dis-
tance from the launch 

vehicle in the event of a 
launch abort.

The first pad abort 
test demonstrated the 
safe recovery of the crew 
module in case of any 
exigency at the launch 
pad,” ISRO said in a 
statement earlier.

Admitting that the 
scientists had to work on 
the next strategy for the 
manned mission test-
ing, Sivan said ISRO’s 
work was two-pronged, 
with one on approved 
projects and the other 
for research and develop-
ment (R&D).

“The pad abort test 
for the crew escape sys-
tem is part of our R&D 
work,” he noted.

The space agency also 
tested five new technolo-
gies during the pad abort 
test, as part of its strat-
egy to develop long-term 
technologies.

“We and the govern-
ment work on a three-
year plan, with a sev-
en-year strategy and a 
15-year vision,” asserted 

Sivan.
Noting that space 

tourism would happen 
in the near future, the 
rocket scientist said it 
would take at least 15 
years to develop the ve-
hicle to go to space and 
return to the earth.

“We are not close to 
that. We need to work a 
lot towards achieving the 
dream of putting a man 
into space,” added Sivan.

A f t e r  a  f i v e - h o u r 
countdown, the crew 
escape system lifted 
off with the 12.6 tonne 
simulated crew module 
from the spaceport and 
plunged into the sea (Bay 
of Bengal) 4 minutes and 
19 seconds later with two 
parachutes, around 2.9 
km away from Srihariko-
ta, about 90km northeast 
of Chennai.

“The crew module 
soared 2.7 km altitude on 
thrust of its seven solid 
motors without exceed-
ing the safe G (gravity) 
levels,” added the state-
ment.

New Delhi, July 7 (IANS): As India 
and Bhutan mark 50 years of dip-
lomatic ties this year, the two sides 
reaffirmed their commitment to 
cooperation in the hydropower 
sector during a meeting between 
Prime Minster Narendra Modi and 
his Bhutanese counterpart Tsher-
ing Tobgay here on Friday.

“The two Prime Ministers re-
viewed the bilateral economic and 
hydro-power co-operation, includ-
ing the progress in implementa-
tion of the on-going GoI-assisted-
hydro-electric projects in Bhutan.” 
the External Affairs Ministry said in 
a statement.

“They agreed that the robust 
partnership in the hydropower 
sector was mutually beneficial,” it 
stated.

“They reaffirmed their commit-

ment to further strengthen collabo-
ration in the hydro-power sector in 
the spirit of close friendship and 
co-operation that characterize rela-
tions between India and Bhutan.”

India is a leading development 
aid partner for the Himalayan 
kingdom. 

There are a number of institu-
tional mechanisms between India 
and Bhutan in areas like security, 
border management, trade, econ-
omy, hydroelectricity, development 
cooperation and water resources.

New Delhi has set up three hy-
droelectric projects in Bhutan with 
a total capacity of 1,416 MW, which 
are operational. About three fourth 
of the power generated is exported 
to India and the rest is used for do-
mestic consumption.

India is also Bhutan’s largest 

trading partner.
In 2016, the bilateral trade stood 

at INR 8,723 crore, with imports 
pegged at INR 5,528.5 crore (82 
per cent of Bhutan’s total imports) 
and exports at INR 3,205.2 crore, 
including electricity (90 per cent of 
Bhutan’s total exports).

President Ram Nath Kovind said 
on Friday that India and Bhutan 
share an exemplary bilateral part-
nership and the relations between 
the two countries were unique.

Welcoming visiting Tobgay at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Kovind said 
the historical and cultural linkages 
between the two countries “make 
us natural friends”.

“India and Bhutan share an ex-
emplary bilateral partnership. Our 
relations are unique and special,” 
he said.

Chapra (Bihar), July 7 (PTI): 
A class 9 girl has alleged 
that she was raped and 
blackmailed by her school’s 
principal, two teachers and 
16 students in Bihar’s Saran 
district, police said today.

T h e  p r i n c i p a l  a n d 
a teacher were arrested 
and four students appre-
hended for allegedly raping 
and blackmailing the girl, 
Superintendent of Police 
(Saran) Harkishore Rai told 
PTI.

In her complaint, the girl 
alleged that she was raped 
and subsequently black-
mailed for seven months by 
the principal, two teachers 
and 16 students.

The school is located 
in Parsagarh village which 
comes under the jurisdic-
tion of Ekma police station 
of Saran district, about 35 
kms from the district head-
quarters of Chapra.

The SP has constituted a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) under Deputy Super-
intendent of Police Ajay 
Kumar Singh, who visited 
the school yesterday, and 
made the arrests.

Raids are being con-

ducted to apprehend the 
other accused, the SP add-
ed.

In the complaint, the 
victim alleged that she was 
first raped by some of the 
students of her school in 
a toilet there in December 
2017, Rai said.

The students also re-
corded a video of the act 
and threatened her to make 
it viral if she reported the 
matter to anyone, he said.

When the victim com-
plained to the principal 
about the incident, he con-
vinced and persuaded her 
not to lodge a complaint 
as the matter would bring 
disrepute to her and the 
family, the SP said.

The principal along with 
two teachers, later, also 
raped and blackmailed her, 
the girl alleged.

The victim told report-
ers today that she could not 
muster courage to lodge a 
complaint with the police 
since her father was in jail 
for several months.

The girl’s father was re-
leased from jail a couple of 
days ago and a complaint 
was lodged yesterday.

New Delhi, July 7 (IANS): 
To avoid the time-con-
suming railway recruit-
ment board route, Indian 
Railways has opened the 
doors for contractual 
engagement in certain 
categories against exist-
ing vacancies to tide over 
shortage of staff in some 
key areas.

Besides, it has also de-
cided to engage retired 
staff for preserving and 
reviving railway herit-
age properties such as 
steam locomotives, vin-
tage coaches and signals, 
among others.

“Since these retired 
employees are equipped 
with the skills to handle 
steam engines, sema-
phore signals and other 
steam-powered equip-
ments, they can be re-
hired to do the job on con-
tract,” a senior Railways 
official told IANS.

Zonal heads are be-

New Delhi, July 7 (PTI): BJP Gen-
eral Secretary Ram Madhav today 
rejected reports that his party was 
working to form a government in 
Jammu and Kashmir with rebel 
PDP MLAs and said that it was for 
continuing with Governor’s rule in 
the state in the interest of peace, 
governance and development.

His comments on Twitter came 
after former state chief minister 
and National Conference leader 
Omar Abdullah tweeted a news re-
port that claimed that a “big chunk 
of PDP MLAs are in touch with 
the BJP high command” and the 
saffron party was looking to form 
government.

Patna, July 7 (IANS): A day ahead of its national 
executive meeting in Delhi, BJP ally JD-U on 
Saturday categorically made it clear the party 
will play big brother in Bihar and Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar will be the face of NDA in 
the state.

The Janata Dal-United also spelt out its plan 
to contest more seats in the state in the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls amid speculation of growing 
differences over seat sharing in the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA).

Senior JD-U leader K.C. Tyagi said: “JD-U 
will be a big brother in seat sharing for 2019 
polls in Bihar.” The party would contest more 
seats.

Tyagi’s statement assumes political sig-
nificance in view of BJP President Amit Shah’s 
likely visit to Bihar next week where he will 
meet and address hundreds of party leaders 
and workers to discuss preparations for polls 
next year. Shah is set to meet Nitish Kumar also.

Bihar Chief Minister has left for Delhi to at-
tend a high level meeting with top party leaders 
on Saturday, ahead of party’s national executive 
meeting on Sunday in which seat sharing for-
mula will be discussed.

Tayagi said if seat sharing is finalised smooth-
ly in the NDA for Lok Sabha polls, there would be 
no difficulty in Bihar assembly polls in 2020.

According to sources, JD-U leadership has 
conveyed to the BJP that they are not willing to 
settle with less number of seats and are keen 
to contest more seats than the BJP in view of 
party’s high tally of MLAs in the state.

This stand of JD-U may spell trouble for the 
NDA in Bihar with regard to seat sharing, as the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is keen to play the 
“big brother” given its better-than-expected 
performance in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls. 

ing empowered to engage 
retired employees having 
adequate skills for consult-
ing and guiding the proc-
ess of revival and preserva-
tion of heritage items.

To mitigate problems 
arising out of acute short-
age of stenographers/PAs 
affecting efficient func-
tioning of offices, the rail-
ways have allowed hiring 
of data entry operators or 
executive assistant against 
an existing vacancy of ste-

nographer on contractual 
basis, according to the lat-
est Railways order.

“Zonal heads have 
been authorised to final-
ise the number of persons 
to be hired against such 
vacancies in consultation 
with concerned depart-
ments and the proposed 
remuneration shall be 
commensurate with the 
general work schedule of 
such hired personnel,” the 
official said.

Considered to be part 
of the reform measures 
being undertaken to im-
prove functioning in the 
public sector behemoth, 
a series of steps is under 
active considerations to 
unfold in near future.

The upper age limit 
for engagement of retired 
railway staff is 65 years.

Earlier, the railways 
had decided to re-hire re-
tired staff at unmanned 
level crossings.

“Contrary to Ram Madhav’s asser-
tions, the state unit of the BJP confesses 
to being party to the efforts to break 

the PDP . Power at any cost 
would seem to be the guiding 
philosophy,” Abdullah said, 
tagging the BJP leader in his 
tweet.

Madhav, the BJP’s points-
man for the state, replied: 
“Not true. I will certainly 
check with the state unit and 
ensure that BJP keeps itself 
scrupulously out of whatever 
is happening in other parties 
in the Valley. 

The BJP had last month 
pulled out of the coalition 
government in Jammu and 
Kashmir, bringing the state 
under Governor’s rule.
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News IN BrIef
50 dead in Japan rains, floods 
Tokyo, July 7 (IANS): At least 50 people have died and 
almost dozens remained missing on Saturday due to 
torrential rainfall and flooding in southern Japan. The Japan 
Meteorological Agency (JMA) issued the highest possible 
alert for the prefectures of Hyogo, Okayama, Gifu Fukuoka, 
Nagasaki, Saga, Hiroshima and Tottori, reports Efe news. 
Dozens of people were missing, mainly in the prefectures 
of Okayama, Hiroshima and Ehime, where rescue teams 
widened their search for trapped or injured people. Around 
650 members of the armed forces were deployed for rescue 
operations, while an additional 21,000 were on standby, 
Defence Minister Itsunori Onodera told reporters. Authorities 
issued evacuation orders affecting over four million people.

N Korea says US attitude in high-level 
talks ‘extremely regrettable’ — Yonhap
Seoul, July 7 (PTI/AFP): North Korea hit out at what it 
called Washington’s “rapacious demands” and “extremely 
regrettable” attitude, according to a report by the South’s 
Yonhap news agency, just hours after concluding talks with 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in Pyongyang. “The US 
attitude and positions at the high-level talks on Friday and 
Saturday were extremely regrettable,” the North’s Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement, Yonhap reported.

Iran executes 8 over 2017 Islamic 
State attack on Tehran
Tehran, July 7 (PTI/AP): Iran said today it executed eight 
people convicted in the 2017 Islamic State group attack on 
parliament and the shrine of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
in Tehran. The June 7, 2017 attack has so far been the only 
assault by the Sunni extremists inside of Shiite Iran, which 
has been deeply involved in the wars in Iraq and Syria where 
the militants once held vast territory. The judiciary’s official 
Mizan news agency and semi-official news agencies in Iran 
acknowledged the executions Saturday, but did not say 
when they took place. Executions in Iran are carried out by 
hangings. While Iran is one of the world’s top enforcers of  
the death penalty, such mass executions are rare. 

Nepal, China to jointly inspect 
closed border point
Kathmandu, July 7 (IANS): Nepal and China agreed to 
conduct a joint inspection of Tatopani-Zhangmu border 
point, which was closed since the 2015 earthquake, to see the 
possibility of reopening it. During a two-day trade meeting 
held here that concluded on Friday, the two sides agreed to 
inspect the border point jointly, as they have recently reached 
agreement to reopen the border point as soon as possible. “We 
will conduct joint inspection of the border point within two to 
three weeks,” Rabi Shankar Sainju, joint secretary of Ministry 
of Industry, Commerce and Supply (MoICS), told Xinhua. 

10 killed in attack on Somali Interior 
Ministry
Mogadishu, July 7 (IANS): A double car bomb attack 
near the Interior Ministry building in the restive Somali 
capital killed at least 10 people on Saturday, officials said. 
Information Minister Dahir Mohamud Gelleh said the attack 
injured another 18 people, Efe news reported. It prompted 
swift condemnation from the African Union Mission in 
Somalia, which said: “The terrorists prove once again their 
disregard for the stability and progress of Somalia.” The 
Somali media said soldiers, journalists and civil servants were 
among the dead.  Such attacks are common in Somalia and 
are frequently carried out by the Al-Shabab militant group.

Thousands return home following 
ceasefire in Syria
Damascus, July 7 (IANS): Thousands of displaced people 
have returned to Syria after negotiations brought about 
a pause in hostilities following a week-long government 
offensive aimed at regaining the territory from armed 
opposition, a UK-based watchdog said on Saturday. Russian 
mediators acting on behalf of the Syrian government of  
Bashar al-Assad negotiated a ceasefire with the armed 
militias in Daraa province, where the UN estimated that 
some 300,000 people were forced to leave their homes due 
to intense fighting involving heavy airstrike and artillery 
campaigns, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights (SOHR). 

Phuket (Thailand), July 
7 (PTI/AFP): Recovery 
divers have pulled 41 
bodies from the sea off 
the Thai holiday island of 
Phuket, officials said to-
day, 48 hours after a boat 
capsized in rough waters 
killing dozens of Chinese 
passengers. 

Many of the dead were 
found drifting in the sea, 
still wearing life jackets, 
several kilometres from 
where the Phoenix went 
down after being hit by 
five-metre (15-foot) high 
waves in a storm on Thurs-
day evening.

It is one of the worst 
boat disasters in the re-
cent history of Thailand, a 
nation with a poor health 
and safety track record 
despite being heavily de-
pendent on tourism.

The death toll rose 
to 41 today, with 15 still 
missing, according to the 
Phuket province public 
relations department.

Seventeen Chinese 
divers joined the op-
eration today to recover 
bodies as conflicting fig-
ures emerged about the 
number of dead.

Phuket Governor Nor-
raphat Plodthong had ear-
lier said that five bodies 
were found today, in addi-
tion to 37 bodies recovered 

yesterday. 
The tr iple decked 

Phoenix was carrying 105 
passengers, mostly Chi-
nese tourists, when it sank 
on the way back from a 
popular snorkelling spot.

The Phuket provin-
cial government has said 
the island’s morgue is full, 
with Chinese authorities 
requesting 40 further re-
frigeration units.

Some 48 people -- pas-
sengers and crew -- were 
rescued on Thursday, 
while a Chinese wom-
an was plucked from the 
churning waters yesterday 
and rushed to hospital in 
Phuket after spending the 
night in the water.

Divers yesterday re-
ported seeing “over 10 
bodies” floating inside 
the hull of the boat, which 
is submerged 40 metres 
below the surface of the 
Andaman Sea.

Thai navy Rear Admi-
ral Charoenphon Khum-
rasee has said hopes are 
now dwindling of finding 
more people alive.

“Of course we’ll con-
tinue searching but the 
chances of survival are low. 
We will wait for the bodies 
to float to the top on their 
own,” he said today.

China’s ambassador to 
Thailand, who travelled to 

Phuket, said Beijing had 
sent two search and res-
cue teams to help the Thai 
authorities.

“We aim to find the 
missing as soon as pos-
sible, as well as provide as-
sistance to the injured, and 
family members of those 
involved, as well as help 
them make preparations 
for the next step,” he said.

T h e  P h o e n i x  w a s 
among several boats that 

appeared to have ignored 
a warning in place since 
Wednesday against taking 
passengers on day-trips 
to the islands that dot the 
seas off the tourist magnet 
of Phuket.

It sank in rough weath-
er a few kilometres off the 
coast of Koh He, an islet 
known for its coral forma-
tions.

Several other vessels 
hit trouble late Thursday, 

but all of their passengers 
were rescued.

Thailand is already in 
the global spotlight for 
a dramatic rescue mis-
sion in the north of the 
country, after 12 boys and 
their football coach were 
trapped in a cave complex. 

Last year 9.8 million 
Chinese tourists visited 
Thailand, with five million 
more arriving between 
January and May this year.

London, July 7 (IANS): British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May has won backing from 
her top ministers for her so-called soft 
Brexit proposals for a deal with the Euro-
pean Union (EU) after Britain’s departure 
from the bloc.

May started the marathon meeting 
on Friday at her country retreat Chequers 
amid warnings that hard Brexiteers among 
her ministerial ranks could resign or be re-
placed if they failed to support the govern-
ment line, Xinhua news agency reported.

The Prime Minister emerged from the 
meeting, saying her cabinet had agreed a 
collective position for the future of Britain’s 
negotiations with the EU. 

May described the agreement as an 
important step in the process of negotiat-
ing Britain’s smooth exit from the EU.

Addressing media at Chequers later, 
she said: “Of course we still have work to do 
with the EU in ensuring that we get to that 
end point in October. But this is good we 
have come today, following our detailed 
discussions, to a positive future for the UK. 
Today in detailed discussions the cabinet 
has agreed our collective position for the 
future of our negotiations with the EU.”

“Our proposal will create a UK/EU 
free trade area which establishes a com-
mon rule book for industrial goods and 
agricultural products. This maintains high 
standards in these areas, but we will also 
ensure that no new changes in the future 
take place without the approval of our 
parliament,” she explained. 

“As a result, we avoid friction in terms 
of trade, which protects jobs and liveli-
hoods, as well as meeting our commit-
ments in Northern Ireland,” May added. 

May said her cabinet had also agreed 
a new business-friendly customs model 
with freedom to strike new trade deals 
around the world. 

“Next week we will be publishing a 

white paper which will set out more details 
of how we will be taking back control of our 
money, laws and borders,” she said.

Included is a proposal to create a post-
Brexit UK-EU free trade area which estab-
lishes a common rule book for industrial 
goods and agricultural products.

It would also mean no hard border 
between Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic, and it would end free movement 
of Europeans, allowing Britain to control 
its own borders.

The battle for May is far from over, and 
everything now hinges on the reaction of 
her own MPs who support a harder Brexit, 
and also the reaction to the proposals in 
Brussels.

And possibility of Britain quitting the 
EU without a future trade deal is far from 
over, according to leading political com-
mentators Friday night.

The Guardian newspaper reported 
that the agreement reached at Chequers 
among cabinet ministers represented a 
rapid turnaround in a 24-hour period, after 
the prime minister had been forced on to 
the defensive.

Britain would, according to the pro-
posals, accept continuing harmonisation 
with EU rules on the trade in goods, cover-
ing just those necessary to ensure friction-
less trade. But the British Parliament would 
have the final say over how the rules are 
incorporated into UK law.

Although freedom of movement would 
come to an end, a mobility framework will 
ensure British and EU citizens can contin-
ue to travel to each other’s territories and 
apply for study and work. Britain would 
also be able to control its own tariffs and 
develop an independent trade policy, and 
the jurisdiction in Britain of the European 
Court of Justice will come to an end. In-
stead Britain will pay regard to its decisions 
in areas where common rules are in force.

Stockholm, July 7 (PTI/AFP): What 
do you do when this year’s Nobel 
Literature Prize, the world’s most 
prestigious accolade of its kind, is 
postponed because of a sexual as-
sault scandal? You create your own 
award. 

More than 100 Swedish intel-
lectuals have joined forces to form 
a new prize-giving body in protest 
after the Swedish Academy, which 
selects Nobel laureates, was plunged 
into crisis over its long-standing ties 
to a man accused of assaulting sev-
eral women.

The alternative honour serves to 
denounce “bias, arrogance and sex-
ism”, according to its founders The 
New Academy, whose members in-
clude authors, artists and journalists.

It is meant to “remind people that 
literature and culture at large should 
promote democracy, transparency, 
empathy and respect, without privi-
lege”, the 107 intellectuals wrote in a 
joint statement.

As the #MeToo movement has 
made waves globally, the Swedish 
Academy descended into turmoil in 
November when local media pub-
lished the testimonies of 18 women 
claiming to have been raped, sexually 
assaulted or harassed by an influen-
tial French cultural figure who has 
long been connected to the institu-
tion.

The revelations led the Acad-
emy to announce in May there will 
be no Nobel Literature Prize this 
year, as disagreements on how to 
deal with the scandal sowed deep 
discord among its 18 members and 
prompted six to quit - including the 
first woman permanent secretary 
Sara Danius.

But for some the lack of a Nobel 
literature award for the first time in 
almost 70 years was unacceptable.

“Sweden is one of the world’s 
most democratic, transparent and 
gender-equal countries... it needs a 
great literary prize,” Swedish column-
ist and one of the founders of the new 
prize, Alexandra Pascalidou, told AFP.

The Swedish Academy’s mem-
bers used to be appointed for life 
before its patron, Sweden’s King Carl 
XVI Gustaf, was forced to change the 
statutes, making it possible for mem-
bers to resign and be replaced.

Resigning member Kjell Espmark 
told the Dagens Nyheter newspaper 
that the institution had “given way 
to nepotism, attempts to cover up 
serious violations, stale macho values 
and arrogant bullying”.

Seen as the bearer of high culture, 
the Swedish Academy, founded in 
1786, is traditionally known for its in-
tegrity and discretion, with meetings 
and decisions on prizes kept secret.

But the New Academy plans to 
make its prize-awarding process 
transparent.

“We want to create something 
which is open and inclusive and 
which allows people to contribute,” 
said Pascalidou.

The new literature award -- which 
carries a prize of one million kronor 
(around 97,000 euros, USD 113,000) 
raised from crowdfunding and dona-
tions - will be handed out at a Decem-
ber 10 ceremony, the same day as the 
Nobel banquet.

Librarians across Sweden have 
been asked to nominate up to two 
authors, with a deadline set for July 
8. Authors with the most nomina-
tions will then receive votes online 
from the public in Sweden and 
abroad.

Based on the nominations and 
the vote results, a jury including pub-
lishers, literature professors, culture 
journalists and critics will shortlist 

four authors -- two men and two 
women -- and make the final choice.

The winner, who may come from 
anywhere in the world and must have 
published at least one literary work in 
the last 10 years, will be announced 
on October 14, in the same month as 
the Nobel Literature Prize would have 
been announced.

But some observers are sceptical 
about whether the New Academy can 
compare with the Nobel Literature 
Prize’s history of recognising distin-
guished authors including Ernest 
Hemingway, Albert Camus, Boris 
Pasternak, Alice Munro and Doris 
Lessing, among others. 

For Asa Linderborg, chief culture 
editor at daily paper Aftonbladet, 
it’s “deeply provocative” of the New 
Academy to use literature to promote 
moral values and even “the most 
disturbing ideas” can become high-
quality literature.

“Art should be free. You cannot 
label it based on righteousness or 
evil. The New Academy is after total 
purity... total goodness,” Linderborg 
told AFP.

She warned that allowing the 
public, who may not have a pro-
found understanding of languages 
and books from different parts of the 
world, to vote for an author risks turn-
ing the prize in favour of “predictable 
and Western-translated” literature.

Meanwhile others are indifferent 
to the initiative.

“They’re free to do as they wish,” 
Swedish Academy member Per Wast-
berg told AFP. 

The new literature prize is the 
latest award to be dubbed an alterna-
tive to the Nobel, joining the Swedish 
Right Livelihood Award honouring 
those who work to improve the 
planet, and Finland’s Millennium 
Technology Prize.

Washington, July 7 (IANS): 
The US government has 
asked for more time to 
reunite migrant families 
separated at the US-Mex-
ico border as it emerged 
that some children’s par-
ents have already been 
deported.

In a two-hour hearing 
on Friday, a government 
attorney said that 19 par-
ents of children under the 
age of five held in custody 
had left the US, BBC re-
ported.

The justice department 
has a deadline to release 
these children by July 10. 
But it says that more time 
is needed to perform the 
necessary identity checks.

On Thursday, the US 
Department of Justice is-
sued a formal request to 
Judge Dana Sabraw, a fed-
eral judge in San Diego, for 
relief regarding the earlier 
court order to release 101 
children aged five and un-
der by next Tuesday.

The judge, who has 
yet to rule on the exten-
sion, said the government 
needed to provide a full list 
of those under five held in 
custody by Saturday after-
noon, following which the 
original deadline would be 
re-evaluated.

He also said the gov-
ernment would need to 
present expectations for 
meeting the deadline for 
each child on the list to the 

American Civil Liberties 
Union, which brought the 
class action lawsuit.

Judge Sabraw also 
scheduled a status hear-
ing on Monday morning, 
saying he hopes an agree-
ment can be reached re-
garding whether Tuesday’s 
deadline will need to be 
extended.

The court order also in-
cludes a deadline to release 
children aged between five 
and 17 by 26 July.

During the hearing on 
Friday, the government 
attorney also provided an 
overview of the families 
affected. This included the 
following information:

Sixteen children have 
not yet been matched to 
parents; 19 parents have 
already been released into 
the US; 46 parents are be-
ing held in custody by Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Two 
parents have been judged 
unfit for release.

Earlier this week, the 
US Department of Health 
and Human Services 
(HHS) said it had ordered 
DNA tests on some 3,000 
children in an effort to reu-
nite migrant families.

However, the justice 
department said that even 
while the health depart-
ment was “moving expedi-
tiously” with the tests, the 
process was time consum-
ing.

United Nations, July 7 (PTI): 
About 900,000 Rohingya refu-
gees in Bangladesh will soon get 
credit card-sized plastic IDs that 
will help provide them another 
level of protection and preserve 
their right to voluntarily return 
to Myanmar in conducive con-
ditions, according to the UN 
refugee agency.

As per the UN estimates, 
nearly 700,000 minority Ro-
hingya Muslims have fled to 
Bangladesh to escape violence 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine State 
since August 25 last year when 
the army launched a military 
crackdown.

Myanmar does not recognise 
Rohingya as an ethnic group and 
insists that they are Bangladeshi 
migrants living illegally in the 
country.

The exercise, which began 
at the end of June, is expected 
to take up to six months to com-

plete.
It “will help consolidate a 

unified database for the pur-
poses of protection, identity 
management, documentation, 
provision of assistance, popu-
lation statistics and ultimate-
ly solutions for an estimated 
900,000 refugees who have fled 
from Myanmar to Bangladesh 
in successive waves of forced 
displacement,” Charlie Yaxley, 
spokesperson for the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) said in 
Geneva. Since August last year, 
more than 720,000 have fled in 
what was one of the world’s larg-
est and fastest growing refugee 
emergencies in decades.

“The verification will play a 
key role in establishing refugees’ 
identities and their declared 
places of origin in Myanmar,” 
Yaxley said.

“It will help preserve their 

right to voluntarily return home, 
if and when they decide that the 
conditions are right to do so,” 
he said.

The exercise will also help 
boost accurate refugee data sup-
porting of the government and 
humanitarian partners to better 
understand their specific needs; 
plan, target and deliver protec-
tion and assistance; and avoid 
duplicating services.

“Biometric data, including 
iris scans and fingerprints as well 
as photographs, are used in the 
exercise to confirm individual 
identities for all refugees over the 
age of 12,” Yaxley said.

The credit card-sized plastic 
IDs, issued jointly by the Bang-
ladesh Government and the 
UNHCR, contain a number of 
anti-fraud features.

Since the start of the exercise 
on June 21, some 4,200 refu-
gees have been verified. Despite 

heavy monsoon rains in recent 
days, most refugees attended 
their verification appointments, 
aware of the significance of hav-
ing an identity card.

In addition to providing lap-
tops, servers, wireless routers, 
biometric hardware and print-
ing equipment, the UNHCR is 
also making available a special 
biometric registration software.

“Following his visit to Bang-
ladesh this week, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi said greater re-
sources must be found to de-
velop education, healthcare and 
infrastructure to build a more 
sustainable life for Rohingya 
refugees and their hosts,” the 
spokesperson said.

Ten months into the Ro-
hingya refugee crisis, the re-
sponse continues to remain 
focused on addressing the mas-
sive humanitarian needs, and 

on mitigating the impact of 
monsoon rains in refugee set-
tlements.

To date, the UN’s Joint Re-
sponse Plan for the Rohingya 
refugee situation in Bangladesh 
is only 26 per cent funded.

“Additional international 
support is needed to step up 
the assistance from purely hu-
manitarian and day-to-day sup-
port towards medium-term and 
developmental assistance,” said 
Yaxley.

The UN has described the 
atrocities by the Myanmar mili-
tary on Rohingya refugees as 
a textbook example of ethnic 
cleansing while the rights groups 
called it a genocide. Buddhist-
majority Myanmar, however, 
rejects the charge, saying its 
security forces launched a coun-
ter-insurgency operation on Au-
gust 25 in response to Rohingya 
militant attacks.

Toll from deadly Thai tourist 
boat sinking rises to 41

May wins backing from 
ministers for her Brexit plan

Swedish intellectuals form new 
literature prize in Nobel protest

US seeks extension 
over migrant family 
reunifications

IDs to deliver recognition, protection to Rohingya refugees in B’desh — UN

AP/PTI

A man cries during a memorial for firefighters who died in the explosion of several fireworks workshops 
in Tultepec, Mexico, Friday, July 6, 2018. Twenty-four people were killed and at least 49 injured Thursday 
when a series of explosions ripped through fireworks workshops in a town just north of Mexico City, ac-
cording to officials. 
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Cosplayers at 
the 6th An-
nual NAJ Cosfest 
2018, which 
commenced on 
June 7, at The 
Heritage, Kohima. 
This year’s edi-
tion, being held 
with the theme 
‘Anime Attack’, 
will continue on 
Sunday from 12 
pm to 6 pm.

‘Twilight’ star Ashley Greene marries Paul Khoury
“Twilight” star Ashley Greene has tied the knot with longtime boyfriend Paul 
Khoury.  The 31-year-old actor and the Australian TV personality got married in 
San Jose, California, Brides magazine reported. The guest list included the cou-
ple’s friends such as actors Liam Hemsworth, Zac Efron, Robert Pattinson, Brit-
tany Snow, Lauren and Aaron Paul, and Evan and Ashlee Simpson-Ross. Greene 
donned a custom back-bearing dress by Katie May for the ceremony, and later 
changed into a statement reception gown by Windi Williams-Stern, owner of Stu-
dio Unbiased. Khoury, 30, chose an off-white custom suit. The couple exchanged 
vows they had written themselves. Khoury proposed to the actor during a trip to 
New Zealand last December. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
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Judge Grants second restraining 
order to protect Stan Lee

Donald Glover sued by his former record label John Mpamei to release 
new album “Illuminate”

Real ‘Kamli’ posts emotional 
message for Sanjay Dutt

Schwarzenegger still married 
7 years after filing divorce

Spider-Man co-creator 
Steve Ditko dead

A 
judge on 
Friday granted 
a restraining 
order to protect 
Marvel’s Stan 

Lee and his family from 
a memorabilia collector 
who allegedly embezzled 
assets worth more than $5 
million.

The collector, Keya 
Morgan, is accused of 
isolating Lee from his 
daughter, J.C. Lee, and 
others, in an effort to 
assert control over Lee’s 
business affairs. Earlier 
in the day, Judge Pro Tem 
Ruth Kleman dismissed 
another restraining 
order, which was filed last 
month on Lee’s behalf by 
attorney Tom Lallas. The 
judge found that Lallas, 
who was fired in February, 
does not represent Lee.

The new restraining 
order was filed Thursday 
by attorney Stephen 
Crump. In the applica-
tion, Crump alleges that 
Morgan made malicious 
and false remarks about 
Lee’s daughter to Lee, and 
prevented Lee’s financial 
advisers from seeing him. 
The order bars Morgan 
from coming within 100 
yards of Lee, his daugh-
ter, or his brother, Larry 
Lieber.

“Stan Lee is cur-
rently recovering from 
the severe physical and 
emotional injuries caused 
by Keya Morgan during 
the period of time Keya 
Morgan controlled each 
and every one of Stan 

Lee’s acts or omissions, 
and separated Stan Lee 
from his family, friends 
and close advisers,” the 
document states.

According to the al-
legations, Morgan’s last 
interaction with Lee was 
when he and his mother 
“abducted” Lee out of his 
house and took him to an 
apartment, in a “last-ditch 
effort to complete (sic) 
cut Stan Lee off from any 
meaningful communica-
tion with anyone other 
than himself and those he 
could control.”

Crump alleges that 
Morgan is now placing 
harassing phone calls to 
J.C. Lee and Larry Lieber, 
in an effort to pressure 
them psychologically and 
to regain control of Lee’s 
affairs.

 “If Keya Morgan is 
allowed contact with Stan 
Lee, it is feared he will 
again attempt to remove 
Stan Lee to unknown 
location(s) to further his 
past attempts to control 
and manipulate Stan Lee, 
and alienate him from his 
daughter, and sole heir, 
J.C. Lee,” the attorney 
alleges.

The new applica-
tion was initially denied, 
and then granted Friday 
pending a hearing on July 
26.

Morgan’s attorney, 
Alex Kessel, said Friday 
that Morgan has not been 
in touch with Lee recently 
and is out of the state on 
business.

 “Their relationship 
exists outside of any-
body’s restraining order,” 
Kessel said. “Mr. Lee in 
no way, shape, or form is 
ever endangered by Mr. 
Morgan in any sense.”

Two attorneys ap-
peared in Kleman’s court-
room on Friday morning 
claiming to represent Lee. 
Lallas argued that he was 
acting on Lee’s behalf with 
the blessing of the LAPD, 
while attorney Robert 
Reynolds brandished a 
declaration authorizing 
him to speak for Lee. In 
light of the confusion, 
Kleman rejected Lallas’ 
request to extend the 
order that was filed last 
month and dismissed the 
case.

Crump filed the 
second order on behalf 
of attorney Jonathan Fre-
und, who previously filed 
an elder abuse lawsuit 
against another Lee asso-
ciate, Jerardo Olivarez. 

Morgan is facing two 
misdemeanor counts 
for allegedly placing two 
bogus 911 calls in late 
May. In the first instance, 
he reported that intruders 
had come to Lee’s house, 
when in fact police had 
come to check on Lee’s 
welfare following an elder 
abuse report. In the sec-
ond instance, he allegedly 
claimed an assault with 
a deadly weapon against 
a security guard who had 
refused to sign a non-
disclosure agreement.

Variety.com

A
ctor, writer 
and comedian 
Donald Glover 
has been sued by 
his former label 

Glassnote Records, which 
has reportedly claimed it 
has not received its share 
of over $700,000 in Glover’s 
streaming royalties.

According to a filing for 
declaratory judgment sub-
mitted to the District Court 
in the Southern New York 
District, the label contends 
it is entitled to half of Soun-

dExchange payouts. Typi-
cally, such royalties would 
go to the label who would 
divide the fees based on its 
contract with the artiste.

In the case of Glover 
-- who performs under 
the stage name Childish 
Gambino -- Glassnote 
contends it is entitled to a 
50 per cent share of such 
public performance royal-
ties, reports TMZ.

Glassnote claims that it 
has paid Glover almost $8 
million in royalties and is 

expecting to pay him an-
other $2 million in the next 
three months. 

The label also claims 
Glover made a $1.5 mil-
lion demand from them to 
resolve streaming royalty. 
Glassnote says they have 
done three albums with 
Glover, including his com-
mercial breakthrough, 
“Awaken, My Love!”, as well 
as several mixtapes. The 
album featured his top ten 
hit, “Redbone”.

IANS

N
aga artist John Mpamei 
based in Qatar has an-
nounced his return with 
a new soulful sound to 
fans with the release of his 

long-awaited second album “Illuminate”. 
The first record is a follow-up to his 2016 
self-titled LP and is set to be released on 
August, mentioned a press note.

John Mpamei currently works in 
Doha Qatar and has played in many 
international festivals. 

Mpamei recorded most of his songs 
from the album “Illuminate” in Doha 
Qatar and worked with producers and 
singers like Alobo Naga, Lima and Kevi. 

“Illuminate” comprised of eight 
tracks similar to “The Signs” which John 
and Kevi wrote in an overly romantic 
way. While each song varies in tone, they 
all are originals and circle back to one 
universal theme. “Illuminate” is a soul-
filled, catchy collection of reminders that 
love, harmony, diversity, and unity can 
co-exist in our modern world,” stated a 
press note from the artist Mpamei. The 
new record includes “Not Ok” and a chill 
pop “Always on my mind” which will 
linger in your head. 

 “The new album is so relaxing. The 
word that describes it best is “balance”. 
Listeners will find it perfect for healing 
purposes and meditation”, stated the 
press note. 

His new single from the album “Il-
luminate” was shot in Georgia, Bangkok, 
Doha and Maldives, and the video will 

soon be released before the album.  The 
full album of eight tracks will be available 
worldwide by this November.

EMN

S
anjay Dutt’s close friend Paresh Ghelani, por-
trayed as Kamlesh Kapasi aka Kamli by Vicky 
Kaushal in “Sanju”, on Saturday penned an 
emotional note, saying he felt numb with 
“limitless emotions” when he watched the 

movie which made him relive a mix of “forgotten and 
unforgettable” memories.

“It has been many years of staying away from the 
social media. I finally give in to embrace it. As I begin, 
here’s to you my brother Sanjay Dutt, a note that I 
have been writing in my head and heart for a very 
long time and now here it is all in the open,” tweeted 
Ghelani, whose Twitter profile reads he is an “adven-
turer, entrepreneur, philanthropist and sort of trou-
blemaker who believes in doing well by doing good”.

In a lengthy note attached with his post, Ghelani 
shared his sentiments after watching the Rajkumar 
Hirani directorial on Sanjay’s life, and about his equa-
tion with the “Rocky” star. “After watching the film 
‘Sanju’, I was numb, numb with limitless emotions. I 
wanted to just hug him, hold on to him and cry. Cry 
endlessly to the years we stood by and witnessed this 
roller coaster called life and the irrevocable loss of 
loved one... To the mistakes we cannot do undo, to the 
strength we cannot find elsewhere but in each other.”

He said Sanjay has been a friend who has not just 
stood by him, but has also been “a brother, mentor 
and a live conscience” and more.

Thanking Sanjay for making him a part of his life 
and pride, Ghelani said he has always looked past the 
“flaws, women, controversies” in the actor’s life and 
loves him.

IANS

A
ctor, author 
and former 
professional 
body-builder 
Arnold 

Schwarzenegger and 
his wife Maria Shriver 
are still awaiting their 
divorce to be official -- 
seven years after filing 
for it.

Journalist, author 
and the former First 
Lady of California Maria 
Shriver filed for divorce 
with Schwarzenegger on 
July 1, 2011. But it has 

been seven years and the 
couple is still married, 
reports TMZ.

Shriver filed the 
divorce after she learned 
that Schwarzenegger fa-
thered a child with their 
housekeeper Joseph 
Baena.

There was never any 
real custody complaint 
of their four children, 
of which two -- Patrick 
and Christopher -- were 
minors at the time. 
Both Schwarzeneg-
ger and Shriver quickly 

agreed on joint custody. 
Christopher is now 20, 
so there hasn’t been a 
theoretical custody issue 
for years.

As for a property 
settlement, there was a 
pot of around $400 mil-
lion to split. The couple 
reportedly started dating 
in 1982 and married in 
1986.

Schwarzenegger has 
not shown interest in 
making the divorce final, 
reports TMZ.

IANS

A
rtist Steve 
Ditko, who 
co-created 
Spider-Man 
and Doctor 

Strange with Stan Lee, has 
died. He was 90.

The New York Police 
Department has con-
firmed his death, reports 
hollywoodreporter.com. 

No cause of death was 
announced. Ditko was 
found dead in his apart-
ment on June 29 and it is 
believed he died about 
two days earlier.

In 1961, Ditko and Lee 
created Spider-Man. Lee, 
the editor-in-chief at Mar-
vel Comics, gave Ditko 
the assignment after he 
wasn’t satisfied with Jack 
Kirby’s take on the idea 
of a teen superhero with 
spider powers. 

The look of Spider-
Man -- the costume, the 
web-shooters, the red and 
blue design -- all came 
from Ditko. Spider-Man 
first appeared in Amaz-
ing Fantasy No. 15. The 
comic was an unexpected 
hit, and the character was 
spun off into The Amaz-
ing Spider-Man. 

Ditko helped create 
such classic Spider-Man 
characters as Doctor 
Octopus, Sandman, the 
Lizard and Green Goblin. 

In 1963, Ditko created 
the surreal and psyche-
delic hero Doctor Strange. 
The character debuted in 
Strange Tales No. 110, and 
Ditko continued on the 
comic through issue No. 
146, cover dated July 1966.

After that, Ditko left 
Marvel Comics over a 
fight with Lee, the causes 
of which have always 
remained murky. 

The pair had not been 
on speaking terms for 
several years. Ditko never 
explained his side, and 
Lee claimed not to really 
know what motivated 
Ditko’s exit. 

Ditko maintained 
a Manhattan studio 
until his death, where he 
continued to write and 
draw, though how much, 
and what unpublished 
material remains, is 
unknown. Ditko has no 
known survivors. He is 
believed never to have 
married.

IANS

Cosfest
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Brazil goalkeeper Alisson fails to stop a shot from Belgium’s Kevin De Bruyne, his side’s second goal, during the quarterfinal match at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Kazan Arena, in Kazan, Russia on Friday, July 6.

Nagaland Athletics Association officials and coaches with athletes who are undergoing coaching for senior 
national athletics meet at the Government Higher Secondary School in Nagarjan.

Team members of the Nagaland Taekwon-do Federation.

EM Images

Players of Loyola and Northfield in action during their semifinal match at the Kohima local ground on Saturday.

EM Images

Winners with the MDBA officials and others after the prize distribution ceremony at the  Indoor Badminton Stadium in Mokokchung on Saturday evening.

World Cup: Belgium hold off 
Brazil in thriller to reach semis

Buffon joins PSG for final shot 
at Champions League glory

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament

Nagaland Taekwon-do Federation to represent 
India at South-Asian Taekwon-do c’ship

Selection for 
inter-district 
badminton c’ship 
on July 10

Together

Mokokchung District Badminton Open championship concludes
61 players to undergo intensive coaching and screening for inter-district state open championship

Mount Sinai HSS and Loyola enter final

Kazan (Russia), July 7 (Re-
uters): Belgium struck early 
and then held off a late Bra-
zil fightback to send the 
five-times champions tum-
bling out of the World Cup 
at the quarter-final stage 
with a 2-1 victory in an end-
to-end thriller on Friday.

A Fernandinho own 
goal and brilliant Kevin De 
Bruyne strike, after Thia-
go Silva had hit the post 
for Brazil, earned Belgium 
a date with neighbours 
France in St Petersburg on 
Tuesday, their second trip to 
the last four at a World Cup 
after 1986.

Brazil will depart at the 
last eight stage for the third 
time in the last four World 
Cups despite the best ef-

forts of talismanic forward 
Neymar, who followed Ar-
gentina’s Lionel Messi and 
Portugal’s Cristiano Ron-
aldo out of the tournament.

They go out with their 
heads held high, though, 
after leaving everything on 
the pitch as they chased 
an equaliser in the last 14 
minutes of the match in the 
wake of substitute Renato 
Augusto’s fine headed goal.

Roared on by the vast 
majority of the crowd at the 
Kazan Arena, the Brazilians 
poured forward to try and 
keep their campaign alive 
but Roberto Firmino, Au-
gusto and Coutinho could 
not convert gilt-edged 
opportunities to level the 
scores.

Neymar ran at the Bel-
gium defence until the end 
but had a second penalty 
appeal waved away by Ser-
bian referee Milorad Ma-
zic and a final shot tipped 
over the bar by goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois as the last 
few seconds ticked away.

It is Belgium’s latest 
“golden generation”, there-
fore, who will take their 
place in a World Cup semi-
final lineup guaranteed to 
be all-European and for 
the first time not featuring 
one of Brazil, Argentina or 
Germany.

“I think I’m the proudest 
man on earth at the mo-
ment,” said Belgium’s Span-
ish coach Roberto Martinez.

“For me, Brazil are the 

best team in the tourna-
ment and without a doubt 
the biggest threat from open 
play. We had to defend well 
for 90 minutes. But I felt our 
performance merited the 
opportunity to go through.”
De Bruyne stunner
If Belgium’s first goal in the 
13th minute had an ele-
ment of luck, with the ball 
going into the net off Fer-
nandinho’s shoulder from 
a corner, the second in the 
31st minute was a perfect 
example of counter-attack-
ing football.

Romelu Lukaku took 
the ball with his back to 
goal, turned into space and 
stormed up the pitch past 
Fernandinho before releas-
ing De Bruyne on his right 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 7 (EMN): 
Mount Sinai Higher Sec-
ondary School and Loyola 
School, Jakhama won 
their respective semi-final 
matches and entered the 
final of the 2nd Kohima 
District Inter-School Foot-
ball Tournament at the 
Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima on Saturday.

Mo u n t  S i n a i  H S S 
trounced Chandmari HSS 
3-0 to enter the final match. 
D o u g u n l a l  L h o u v u m 
scored a brace to make sure 
the team stayed in the tour-
nament as they overcame 
Chandmari side in the first 
semi-final match.

On a soggy ground, 
Mount Sinai started the 
match brightly and Dou-
gunlal Lhouvum opened 
the account for his team in 
the 27th minute through 
a goalkeeper blunder. He 
did manage to find the 
back of the net within a 
minute to double his tally 
and double the lead for 
Mount Sinai 2-0. Chand-
mari team lacked the fin-

for the playmaker to rifle 
the ball into the net from 
the edge of the box.

Man of the Match De 
Bruyne, playing in a more 
advanced role than he had 
in Belgium’s previous four 
matches, was at the heart 
of his team’s best work, 
managing the transition 
from rearguard defence 
to attack with vision, pace 
and accuracy.

There was to be no 
repeat of four years ago 
when Brazil were thrashed 
7-1 by Germany in the 
semi-finals on home soil, 
however, and they kept 
their composure despite 
conceding two goals for 
the first time in 26 matches 
under Tite.

The Selecao continued 
to dominate possession 
and carved out chance 
after chance, especially af-
ter Augusto headed home 
Philippe Coutinho’s cross 
to give them renewed hope 
some three minutes after 
replacing Paulinho.

Tite, who said it was 
not an appropriate time to 
discuss his future as Brazil 
coach, felt the difference 
in the match had been 
Belgium’s finishing.

“It was a very impres-
sive game between two 
teams with fantastic tech-
nical qualities,” he said.

“For all the pain I feel 
right now, if you like foot-
ball, you have to watch this 
game. It’s going to give you 
pleasure.

“If you’re a neutral, you 
can sit back and say, ‘What 
a match!’ Anyone who ap-
preciates football can see 
that this was a beautiful 
game.”

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): Seven Taekwon-
do players from Nagaland Taekwon-do 
Federation (ITF) will be representing India 
at the 6th South Asian ITF Taekwon-do 
championship to be held in Kathmandu, 
Nepal from July 12 till the 15th.

According to a press note, an eight 
member team will be led by team coach 

Sujit Roy, Black belt 4th Degree and interna-
tional instructor and referee. The players are 
Jekivi Wotsa, Shanchothung Ngullie, Shin-
gyieh Y Konyak, Pika H Yepthomi, Kupto H 
Assumi, Kamal Dhar, and Haden Odyuo.

The team has been undergoing inten-
sive coaching camp for the championship 
at Dimapur for the past six months.

Dimapur, July 7 (EMN): The Di-
mapur District Badminton As-
sociation (DDBA) in a press note 
through its president Vikugha 
Chophi informed that the selec-
tion of players to represent Di-
mapur district for the upcoming 
Inter district Badminton cham-
pionship 2018 will be held on 
Tuesday, July 10 at DDBA stadium 
from 8 am.

The note also stated that the 
Phek District Badminton As-
sociation (PDBA) will be hosting 
the 42nd Nagaland Inter-District 
Badminton Tournament and 
Open Championship 2018 in the 
month of August.

Selection will be conducted in 
all the categories including boys, 
girls, men’s and women’s (both 
singles and doubles). All the inter-
ested players have been informed 
to report to the stadium on time.

Our Correspondent
Mokochung, July 7 (EMN): 
The 32nd Mokokchung 
District Badminton Open 
Championship culminated 
at the Indoor badminton 
Stadium, Mokokchung on 
Saturday evening.

The two-day tourney or-
ganised by the Mokokchung 
District Badminton Asso-
ciation (MDBA) witnessed 
many impressive matches 
between talented players in 
18 categories.

In the final matches: U-9 
boys single: Imchalong beat 
Aowalu; U-11 boys single: 
Sentiyatet beat Imsujong; 
U-11 girls single: Imsusenla 
beat  N Jumkaro; U-13 boys 
single:  Kinren beat Tinuren-
ba , U-13 boys doubles: The 
pair of Kinren and Longcha-
tongba beat Pursungit and 
Tinurenba, U-13 girls single: 
Imlikumla beat Repatula, 
U-15 boys single: Sentisang 
beat Wapangmeren; U-15 

boys doubles: Wapangmeren 
A Jamir and Deepish beat 
Limasunep and Sentisang; 
U-15-girls single: Yalimenla 
beat Imlikumla; U-17 boys 
single: Imlimanen beat Imti-
tong, U-17 girls Imnuksangla 
beat Putusenla,  U-19 boys 
single: Kilangkumba beat 
Lanuakum, U-19 girls single: 
Imnuksangla beat Tiatula.

In senior boys doubles: 
Imliakum and N Nochet 
beat Imomar and Dr Sashi; 
35 plus veteran doubles: Er 
Toshi and Sendongyanger 
beat Sashiwapang and Tem-
suyanger, 40 plus veteran 
doubles: Sashi and Yanger 
beat Sanen and Tia Mol-
lier, 45 plus veteran doubles: 
Imosanen and Arentemsu 
beat Moalemba and S Ben-
dang and lastly in 50 plus 
veteran doubles: Bendang 
Jamir and Tiapokba beat S 
Bendang and Moalemba.

MDBA selected 37 boys 
and 24 girls to undergo in-

Paris, July 7 (Reuters): Former Juventus 
goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon has signed for 
French champions Paris Saint Germain 
(PSG) on a one-year deal with the option 
of an extra year, the club said on Friday.

“It is with a great feeling of happi-
ness that I join Paris Saint-Germain,” 
Buffon, who has played 176 times for 
Italy in a 20-year international ca-
reer, told the Ligue 1 club’s website.

“For the first time in my career, 
I am leaving my country and only 
a project this ambitious could 
have encouraged me to 
make such a decision. I 
want to thank the club 
and the president for 
their confidence.”

The talismanic 
shot-stopper, now 
40, said a tearful 
farewell to Juven-
tus after 17 seasons 
at the club when 
he played his last 
match for them in 
a 2-1 win over rel-
egated Verona in May.

Buffon, who made his 
professional debut for 
Parma as a 17-year-old in 
1995, made his name at 
Juve, winning nine Serie 
A and four Coppa Italia 

titles.
He ended his Juventus career with 300 

clean sheets in 655 matches in all competi-
tions.

He joins a PSG side who claimed 
a domestic treble last season but 

have struggled to make a mark 
in Europe despite spending big 
on players including Neymar 
and Kylian Mbappe.

“To have followed the club’s 
incredible progression in recent 

years, I know what dreams 
PSG and its fans have 

in their hearts,” Buf-
fon added.

“I am going to 
bring all my energy, 
all my experience 
and all of my thirst 
to win to help my 
new club achieve 

all the great ob-
jectives it has 
set out for the 
future.”

B u f f o n ’s 
m o v e  t o  t h e 

French capital is seen as 
a final attempt by the ex-
perienced keeper to add 
Europe’s elite club compe-
tition crown to his glitter-

ing trophy cabinet.

ishing touch as they failed 
to create enough chance to 
score in the first half.

In the second half, 
Chandmari team looking 

for a comeback failed to 
breach the defensive line 
as Moses Marak eased the 
pressure for Mount Sinai, 
as he scored their third goal 

in the 53th minute. Chand-
mari team looks tired as 
Mount Sinai defended the 
score to end the match 3-0.

In the second match, 

Loyola School, Jakhama 
overpowered Northfield 
4-1 to enter the final.

Vinongol Luho scored 
a brace for Loyola team 
during the match to be-
come the highest goal 
scorer of the tournament 
with seven goals in four 
matches.

In the match, Loyola 
found the back of the net 
through Mechievi Khieya 
in the 20th minute to open 
their account for the team, 
but a blunder from the 
goalkeeper Oyol Luho 
handed Northfield a goal 
in the 21 minute through 
Totuna S Chophi. With 
both team failing to find 
the back of the net, the 
first half ended 1-1.

In the second half, it 
was all Loyola team as 
they started their counter 
attacks and Keduhoto Zao 
scored in the 44 minute to 
give the lead again. Vinon-
gol Luho scored two goals 
in 56th and 70th minutes 
for Loyola to hand the 
team their victory with 
eased.

tensive coaching camp from July 
9 till August 4. MDBA president 
Er Toshikaba informed that the 
coaching included the screening 
of players to participate in the 
forthcoming 42nd Inter-District 
State Open Championship or-

ganised by Nagaland Badminton 
Association which is scheduled 
to be held at Pfutsero, Phek from 
August 6 till the 11th.

Earlier, the closing ceremony 
was graced by Mokokchung 
Deputy Commissioner Sachin 

Jaiswal as the special invitee. 
Jaiswal who is the chairman of 
the Mokokchung District Sports 
Council (MDSC) congratulated 
the MDBA for their effort to pro-
mote badminton in the district.

He also appreciated the zeal 

and determination displayed by 
the young players throughout 
the tourney and urged them 
to excel in their skills in every 
capacity. He also gave away the 
prizes to the winners of various 
categories.   
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England's Dele Alli, 2nd left, scores his side's second goal during the quarterfinal match against Sweden at the 2018 soccer World Cup 
in the Samara Arena, in Samara, Russia on Saturday, July 7.

AP/PTI

Luis Suarez

Romelu Lukaku

Didier Deschamps

Su-Wei Hsieh of Taiwan (L) and Rafael Nadal celebrates after winning their respective matches on the sixth day at the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships in London on Saturday July 7.

AP/PTI

England sink Sweden to clinch 
World Cup semi-final berth

Suarez says Cavani's 
absence cost Uruguay

Lukaku shows he is capable 
of more than just scoring

France can still get better, warns Deschamps

Defeat is saddest moment of my career — Neymar

Halep knocked out of Wimbledon; Rafael Nadal advances

Samara (Russia), July 7 
(AFP): Harry Maguire and 
Dele Alli scored as Eng-
land comfortably defeated 
Sweden 2-0 in Samara on 
Saturday to reach the World 
Cup semi-finals for the first 
time since 1990.

Leicester defender Ma-
guire headed in the opening 
goal from a corner on 30 
minutes, with Alli adding a 
second just before the hour.

Goalkeeper Jordan Pick-
ford then produced a series 
of crucial saves in the final 
half-hour to seal England's 
long-awaited spot in the 
last four.

It was just a second 
England victory over Swe-
den in nine competitive 
meetings, and sets up a 
clash with either hosts Rus-
sia or Croatia on July 11 in 
Moscow for a place in the 
final.

Southgate stuck with 
the same team that over-
came Colombia on penal-
ties in the last 16, while 
Sebastian Larsson returned 
for Sweden after missing 
the 1-0 win over Switzer-
land through suspension.

Viktor Claesson drilled 
over for Sweden early on 
with an ambitious attempt 
from distance, while Harry 
Kane, the tournament's 
leading scorer with six 

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

goals, dragged wide after a 
penetrating run by Raheem 
Sterling.

Sweden manager Janne 
Andersson had warned his 
side England were a match 
for them at set-pieces, and 

so it proved when Magu-
ire connected with Ashley 
Young's corner after a low-
key first half hour.

Maguire outjumped the 
much smaller Emil Fors-
berg to nod low into the 

corner, as England scored 
for the eighth time in Rus-
sia from a dead-ball situ-
ation.

The l ively  Ster l ing 
should have doubled the 
lead on the stroke of half-

time when he brilliantly 
controlled Jordan Hender-
son's lofted pass, but he 
was unable to find a way 
past Robin Olsen and his 
follow-up was blocked by 
Andreas Granqvist.

Moscow, July 7 (Reuters): 
Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku 
moved closer to his desire 
to be considered more of an 
all-round footballer with an 
assist that set up Kevin De 
Bruyne for the decisive goal 
in Friday’s World Cup quar-
ter-final win over Brazil.

The powerfully built 
striker showed a quick turn 
of pace as he moved out of 
defence after Belgium won 
possession from a corner, 
crossing the halfway line 
and driving upfield before 
feeding De Bruyne, who 
then advanced a few metres 

before striking a superb shot 
into the corner.

It ensured Belgium a 2-0 
half-time lead and although 
Brazil pulled one back after 
the interval, proved the dif-
ference at the Kazan Arena, 
propelling Belgium to the 
last four of the World Cup 
for only the second time.

“Everyone thinks Rom-
elu Lukaku is just about 
goals, goals, goals,” said the 
Manchester United player, 
“but I want to be seen as an 
all-rounder. Providing as-
sists is also important and 
this year I have provided 

London, July 7 (AP): Top-
ranked Simona Halep 
couldn't capitalize on her 
chances and was knocked 
out by Hsieh Su-Wei of Tai-
wan at Wimbledon on Sat-
urday, losing 3-6, 6-4, 7-5 in 
the third round.

Halep served for the 
match at 5-3 in the final 
set and had a match point 
in the next game, but the 
French Open champion 
faltered both times. The 
48th-ranked Hsieh saved 
the match point with a 
backhand winner before 
holding for 5-5 and broke 
Halep in the next game. The 
Romanian then had two 
more break points at 6-5 but 
couldn't take advantage.

The top-seeded Halep's 
exit means only one of the 
women's top-10 seeds re-
mains in the tournament - 

No. 7 Karolina Pliskova - and 
leaves Serena Williams as 
the big favorite to win her 
eighth Wimbledon title.

Rafael Nadal had no 
such problems, and guar-
anteed he will stay No. 1 in 
the men's rankings after 
Wimbledon as he reached 
the fourth round with a 
6-1, 6-2, 6-4 victory over 
19-year-old Australian Alex 
de Minaur.

Nadal hasn't dropped a 
set so far in the tournament. 
Against de Minaur, he faced 
only three break points and 
saved them all, while pro-
ducing nearly twice as many 
winners, 30-17.

This is Nadal's eighth 
trip to the round of 16 at the 
All England Club, where he 
has won two of his 17 Grand 
Slam titles. A year ago, the 
Spaniard lost at that stage.

Pickford had relatively 
little to do in a quiet first 
half, but the England goal-
keeper produced a vital 
stop to claw away a Marcus 
Berg header minutes after 
the restart.

E n g l a n d  p r o m p t l y 
cranked up the pressure 
and pulled further ahead 
on 59 minutes when a com-
pletely unmarked Alli sent a 
thumping header past Ol-
sen after a first-time cross 
by Jesse Lingard.

Maguire then lashed 
over after a scene of panic 
in the Sweden area as Eng-
land chased a third goal, 
although they were twice 
indebted to Pickford for 
preserving their two-goal 
lead.

The Everton shot-stop-
per thrust out a hand to su-
perbly keep out Claesson's 
low strike from 10 yards 
following a neat lay-off by 
Berg.

Pickford then showed 
terrific reflexes to tip over 
an effort from Berg, who 
shot on the turn after be-
ing picked out in the area 
by substitute John Guidetti.

Southgate withdrew 
Henderson for Eric Dier in 
the closing stages and will 
have a full squad to choose 
from in the semi-final, inju-
ries permitting.

Nizhny Novgorod (Rus-
sia), July 7 (IANS): Uru-
guay striker Luis Suarez 
said that the absence of 
fellow attacker Edinson 
Cavani from the line-up 
was decisive in the team's 
0-2 loss to France here in 
their 2018 FIFA World Cup 
quarter-final.

The Paris Saint-Ger-
main striker was kept from 
playing by an injury suf-
fered in the round-of-16 
match against Portugal, 
where he scored both of 
Uruguay's goals, reports 
Efe.

"Cavani has been es-
sential for us because of 
the class of player he is. He 
scored two goals, and those 
who took his place did it in 
the best possible way and 
gave their all for the team. 
But that's no excuse," Su-
arez said on Friday.

He also spoke about 

veteran head coach Oscar 
Tabarez and the possibility 
he will continue after his 
contract with the Uruguay 
national team ends follow-
ing the World Cup.

"Everyone knows what 
El Maestro means to the 
team and to Uruguay. For 
all he has done and for all 
the respect he has won. I 
believe what's called for at 
this point is to evaluate El 
Maestro's work up to now 
and await the good news," 
Suarez said of the 71-year-
old.

Finally, he weighed 
Uruguay's World Cup per-
formance: "We always gave 
our all, we tried to do our 
best. You can say we could 
have done a little more, 
but we always did our best. 
After that the game could 
have come out good or bad, 
but we always gave our all," 
the FC Barcelona star said.

Nizhny Novgorod (Rus-
sia), July 7 (Reuters): France 
have dispatched two former 
World Cup winners in the 
knockout stage but are still 
far from a polished prod-
uct and only getting bet-
ter, suggested coach Didier 
Deschamps in an ominous 
warning to semi-final op-
ponents Belgium.

After a sluggish first 
round, the French team 
exploded to life in a thrill-
ing 4-3 win over Argentina 
at the start of the knockout 
phase and further verified 
impressive credentials with 
a workman-like 2-0 vic-
tory over plucky Uruguay in 
Friday’s quarter-final at the 
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium.

“We had a complicated 
first round, without being 

He and Roger Federer 
have swapped the No. 1 
ranking a half-dozen times 
this season, the most since 

there were eight changes 
in 1999.

Fifth-seeded Juan Mar-
tin del Potro and former 

finalist Milos Raonic also 
advanced.

Del Potro overcame a 
hot-tempered display from 

Benoit Paire to win 6-4, 7-6 
(4), 6-3. Paire slammed his 
racket and shouted loudly 
at the chair umpire and at 

himself after losing the sec-
ond set, and his antics had 
del Potro shaking his head 
in return. The Argentine, 
who had crossed the net to 
help Paire back on his feet 
after a fall during the second 
set, still took a 3-0 lead in the 
third before the Frenchman 
fought back to level it at 3-3.

The match was then 
interrupted for about 10 
minutes with Paire facing 
another break point at 4-3 
while medical staff treated 
a spectator who had fainted 
in the heat. When play re-
sumed, Paire saved that 
point with a service winner 
but was eventually broken 
when he netted a backhand, 
allowing del Potro to serve 
out the match.

Raonic reached Wim-
bledon's fourth round for 
the third consecutive year 

by finishing off a 7-6 (5), 4-6, 
7-5, 6-2 victory over 171st-
ranked qualifier Dennis 
Novak of Austria in a match 
suspended because of fad-
ing light the night before.

Play was halted with 
Novak about to serve while 
trailing 6-5 in the third 
set, and Raonic got off to 
a perfect start when they 
resumed Saturday by break-
ing to take that set.

The 13th-seeded Ca-
nadian was the runner-up 
at the All England Club in 
2016, losing to Andy Murray 
in the final. Raonic lost to 
eventual champion Roger 
Federer in last year's quar-
terfinals.

On Monday, Raonic will 
face 103rd-ranked Macken-
zie McDonald of the United 
States for a quarterfinal 
berth.

more than ever.
“Of course, I want to 

score but, at the same time, 
I try to work as hard as I can 
for the team. I don’t have to 
prove myself any more (as 
a goal-scorer). Everyone 
knows I can score with every 
chance provided to me in 
the box, but the individual 
doesn’t count here.”

For De Bruyne, the 
euphoria that followed 
Friday’s win needs some 
tempering with nothing 
achieved yet by Belgium’s 
“golden generation”.

“In football it’s all about 
the winning of titles and it 
is when I’ve won trophies 
that I have had my great-
est memories in the game. 
Scoring against Brazil is 
not the best moment of my 
career. “We haven’t won 
the World Cup. For that 
we still need to win two 
more matches,” De Bruyne 
added.

It starts with the semi-
final against France in St 
Petersburg on Tuesday and 
if Belgium, who previously 
got to the 1986 semi-finals, 
win that, the final in Mos-
cow next Sunday.

flamboyant but realistic and 
effective. We did not break 
our stride. But from the 
match against Argentina, 
we have grown in strength,” 
said the France coach.

“We were the better 
team against Uruguay but 
there are still some imper-

fections. We have a lot more 
potential to show.”

Deschamps was most 
pleased by the fact a rela-
tively young squad “showed 
their maturity” albeit scenes 
of petulance near the end 
could have cost one of two 
of the French a semi-final 

Sochi (Russia), July 7 (Reuters): 
Less than a day after being knocked 
out the World Cup by Belgium, 
Brazilian striker Neymar said he 
will find it hard to return to club 
football.

The Paris St Germain player 
came to Russia as one of the po-
tential leading lights but he did not 
live up to his own high standards 

and left saying the 2-1 quarter-final 
defeat was the low point of his foot-
balling life.

"I can tell you this is the saddest 
moment of my career, the pain is 
huge because we know that we 
could have gone far, we knew that 
we had what it takes to go further, 
to make history... but it wasn't 
to be this time," Neymar said on 

Instagram.
"It is hard to find the strength 

to want to return to play football 
again but I am sure that God will 
give me strength to face whatever 
is in front of me," he added.

"Very happy to be part of this 
team, I am proud of everyone, they 
interrupted our dream but they did 
not remove it from our head nor 

from our hearts."
Brazil were knocked out in an 

enthralling end-to-end encounter 
in Kazan on Friday that ended their 
chances of winning the World Cup 
for a record sixth time.

Neymar will arrive back in 
Brazil on Sunday morning for a 
holiday before returning to Paris 
for the French league season.

suspension.
With an average age of 

26, France came into the 
World Cup in Russia with 
the second youngest 23-
man squad.

“I have a young squad 
who are now working as a 
team and becoming more 
and more resolute. You can 
see their state of mind is 
positive and there has been 
a lot of progress,” the coach 
said.

Advancing to the semi-
finals allows Deschamps, 
who broke the record as 
France’s longest serving 
coach during the first 
round, another chance to 
emulate his playing suc-
cess with a major title. De-
schamps was the midfield 
enforcer in France’s 1998 

World Cup winning side.
France were knocked 

out in the World Cup quar-
ter-finals in Brazil four years 
ago and beaten in Paris in 
the final of the 2016 Euro-
pean Championship.

Asked if he had now 
achieved his goal for this 
tournament by making the 
final four, Deschamps has 
given little away.

“I like to reach objec-
tives but I’m not looking 
at it from a personal point 
of view. My pride is in my 
squad and my coaching 
staff.”

And can they go all the 
way to next weekend’s final? 
“We are in the semi-finals,” 
he smiled. France take on 
their Belgian neighbours in 
St Petersburg on Tuesday.


