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In this photo released by the Thailand Royal Police, rescued tourists from a boat that sank are helped 
onto a pier from a fishing boat on the island of Phuket in southern Thailand. So far, 40 persons have been 
confirmed killed in the incident.
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US, China trade war begins Two in three Indians can't 
stop using phones — Survey

40 killed after tourist boats capsize in Thailand

Led by auto stocks equity indices rise; trade war concerns limit gainsMirror Takes

~ Arien
Don't follow that guy,... 

He'll be blabbering about 
something else next week.
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Beijing July 6 (IANS): A 
trade war between China 
and the US - the world's 
largest economies - began 
on Friday as the two sides 
started slapping addition-
al tariffs on each other's 
goods, worth nearly $70 
billion, a development that 
could impede global eco-
nomic recovery.

As planned, Wash-
ington began taxing 818 
Chinese goods worth $34 
billion early on Friday to 
punish Beijing for allegedly 
playing underhand in trade 
practices and pressuring 
US companies to hand 
over their technologies for 
doing business in China.

Beijing, which denies 
these charges, was swift in 
responding in kind after 
the first tranche of planned 
US levies on Chinese goods 

announced by President 
Donald Trump kicked in 
on Friday.

"After the US imposed 
its tariffs, China also took 
effective measures," said 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lu Kang.

Even though neither 
Lu nor the Chinese Com-
merce ministry gave details 
about the scales of tariffs, 
Beijing has plans to slap 
punishing levies 545 US 
products worth $34 bil-
lion a year that range from 
soybeans and lobsters to 
sport utility vehicles and 
whiskey.

The duties slapped by 
the US will make Chinese 
cough an additional 25 per-
cent on products such as 
industrial machinery, med-
ical devices and auto parts.

Reacting to the tariffs, 

the Chinese Commerce 
Ministry said: "The US has 
ignited the largest trade 
war in economic history.

"The Chinese side, 
having vowed not to fire 
the first shot, is forced to 
stage counter-attacks to 
protect the core national 
interests and interests of 
its people."

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said the US had 
blatantly violated the WTO 
rules.

"It will surely impact 
the global trade order, trig-
ger global market fluctua-
tion and impede economic 
recovery." spokesperson Lu 
Kang said.

"More multinational 
companies, SMEs and or-
dinary consumers will be 
impaired and many indus-
tries in the US have realised 

that it is them that will bear 
the consequences."

On Thursday, Trump 
showed no signs of backing 
down from his fight and 
suggested the possibility 
of tariffs on almost $500 
billion more of Chinese 
goods.

"Thirty-four, and then 
you have another 16 in two 
weeks and then, as you 
know, we have 200 billion 
in abeyance and then after 
the 200 billion, we have 
300 billion in abeyance. 
OK?" Trump told reporters 
aboard the Air Force One.

"So we have 50 plus 200 
plus almost 300."

Following Friday's de-
velopment, the Shang-
hai Composite index fell 
1.1 percent, after reach-
ing more than a two-year 
low this week, reports the 

Guardian.
Trump and his advisers 

argue the tariffs are neces-
sary to pressure China into 
abandoning unfair prac-
tices such as stealing intel-
lectual property and forcing 
American companies to 
hand over valuable technol-
ogy, reports CNN.

In addition to the tar-
iffs, the White House is 
placing restrictions on in-
vestment and on visas for 
Chinese nationals.

The clash with China 
comes as the Trump ad-
ministration is also fighting 
over trade with American 
allies such as Canada and 
the European Union.

American tariffs on steel 
and aluminium imports 
have provoked retaliatory 
measures against billions of 
dollars of American exports. 

New Delhi, July 6 (IANS): Digital devices 
have now become such a big part of so 
many people in India that two-thirds of 
users in the country find it difficult to stay 
away from their mobile phones even for a 
day, shows a new survey.

The global average of users unwilling 
to separate from their mobile phones 
stands at 48 per cent, according to the 
report titled "The State of Digital Lifestyles 
- 2018" from Limelight Networks, a global 
digital content delivery platform.

Indian consumers ranked second, 
after Malaysia, for being the most ad-
dicted to their digital devices, showed the 
findings based on a survey of consumers 
in 10 countries. 

Laptop and desktop computers were 
the second most integral digital technol-
ogy for Indian users, with 45 per cent of 
respondents reporting that they could not 
go without them for even a day, which is 
highest in the survey and 12 per cent more 
than the global average of 33 percent, 
Limelight Networks said in a statement. 

More than 90 per cent of Indian re-
spondents said digital technology had 
positively impacted their lives.

India users also showed the highest 
level of engagement across all types of 
online digital content among all the coun-
tries surveyed. 

More than 75 per cent Indian respond-
ents said they downloaded or streamed 
music at least once a week, the highest rate 
among the surveyed countries. 

Indian respondents also displayed 
higher inclination to downloading movies 
and watching them offline, which is 12 per 
cent higher than the global average, the 
report said. 

"India has made remarkable progress 
in terms of digital adoption. One of the key 
takeaways from the survey has been that 
the Indian users are clearly more willing 
to adopt digital products and services and 
make it a part of their day-to-day lives," 
said Gaurav Malik, Country Head, India at 
Limelight Networks.

"This is a positive sign for all stake-
holders, including market players, con-
sumers and the government as it leads to 
a win-win proposition for everyone and 
will boost the productivity of the nation 
as the digital adoption increases," Malik 
added.

Sharif sentenced to 10 yrs rigorous imprisonment
Islamabad, July 6 (PTI): 
Pakistan's deposed premier 
Nawaz Sharif was today 
sentenced in absentia to 10 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment by an anti-graft court 
in one of the three corrup-
tion cases against him in 
the Panama Papers scandal, 
dealing a huge blow to his 
party ahead of the elections 
on July 25. 

Sharif 's 44-year-old 
daughter and co-accused 
Maryam was given seven 
years of rigorous impris-
onment and a fine of two 
million pounds, while her 
husband Capt (retd) Mu-
hammad Safdar was jailed 
for one year for not cooper-
ating with the anti-graft au-
thorities. Amid tight secu-
rity, the court delivered the 
much-anticipated verdict 
after postponing it for five 
times during the day in the 
Avenfield corruption case 
-- pertaining to the owner-
ship of four flats in the posh 
Avenfield House in London.

The National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) had 
filed the case, along with 
two others, on the Supreme 
Court's directives in the 
landmark Panamagate ver-
dict last year which disqual-
ified Sharif, the three-time 
prime minister.

Sharif, 68, is currently 
in London attending to his 
wife Kulsoom Nawaz who 
was diagnosed with throat 
cancer last year.

The ruling came weeks 
before the general elec-
tions in Pakistan on July 25 
and analysts say it could 
adversely hit the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N), the party headed 
by Sharif.

After the verdict, Mar-
yam and Safdar were dis-
qualified from contesting 
elections.

NAB Deputy Prosecutor 
General Sardar Muzaffar 
Abbasi said the accused 
have 10 days to file an ap-

peal against the verdict. 
Soon after the verdict, 

Maryam, considered to 
be Sharif's heir apparent, 
took to Twitter to share this 
message: "This is a very 
small punishment for firmly 
standing in front of unseen 
forces. The morale to fight 
against oppression has in-
creased today." 

Islamabad-based ac-
countability court judge 
Mohammad Bashir pro-
nounced the verdict behind 
closed doors. Earlier, he had 
rejected the application of 
the Sharif family seeking a 
seven-day postponement 
in announcement of the 
verdict. 

"The court sentenced 
Sharif to 10 years rigorous 
imprisonment and fined 
eight million pounds (over 
USD 10 million). Maryam 
was given seven years of 
rigorous imprisonment 
and imposed two million 
pounds (over USD 2.6 mil-
lion) and her husband 
Muhammad Safdar was 
awarded one year rigor-
ous imprisonment," the 
NAB prosecution team chief 
Sardar Muzaffar Abbasi told 
media outside the court.

The court also ordered 
confiscation of Avenfield 
apartments in favour of Pa-
kistan. The fine money will 
go into the state treasury.

"I congratulate my all 
prosecution team... It is a 
victory of the NAB prosecu-
tion," Abbasi said.

He also said that the ver-
dict showed that Avenfield 
apartments were purchased 
with corruption money and 
were in ownership of Sharif 
family since 1993.

According to media re-
ports, Sharif and Maryam 
were in their apartment in 
the Avenfield building in 
London when the decision 
was announced.

Besides Sharif ,  his 
daughter Maryam and son-
in-law Safdar, his sons Has-

san and Hussain were also 
co-accused. The two sons 
never appeared before the 
court and were declared as 
absconders.

Sharif resigned as Paki-
stan prime minister last year 
after the Supreme Court dis-
qualified him from holding 
public office and ruled that 
graft cases be filed against 
the beleaguered leader and 
his children over the Pana-
ma Papers scandal.

The Avenfield case hear-
ing lasted for more than 
nine months and both Shar-
if and his daughter attended 
dozens of hearings.

During the trial, the 
NAB presented around 21 
witnessed to prove that 
Sharif family cannot justify 
the money trail to buy four 
apartments in Avenfield 
House, Park Lane, London.

It is alleged that the 
properties were allegedly 
bought with graft money in 
1990s when he served twice 
as the prime minister.

Sharif  rejected any 
wrongdoing and insisted 
they were bought with the 
legitimate money.

After the conviction, it 
was not sure if Sharif and 
Maryam would come back 
to face rigorous imprison-
ment.

Analysts believe that if 
they return, it might boost 
the chances of good show-
ing in elections by the PML-
N due to sympathy vote.

Sharif's nemesis Imran 
Khan of Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf (PTI) said even be-
fore verdict that Sharif will 
be sent to jail due to his 
corruption, as he accused 
him of using illness of his 
wife Kulsoom as "emotional 
blackmail".

"Sharif did not remem-
ber his wife while she was 
under treatment in London 
and he was holding public 
meetings across the coun-
try," the cricketer-turned-
politician said.

Child-lifting rumours: Security men 
rescues three persons from getting lynched
Haflong, July 6 (PTI): Army 
and police personnel have 
rescued three 'sadhus' 
from getting lynched by 
a mob, which suspected 
them to be child-lifters, 
at Mahur Railway Station 
in Dima Hasao district of 
Assam, officials said today. 

District officials said 
Army men posted at an 
adjacent camp and police 
officers came to the rescue 
of three persons yesterday 
after hundreds of people 
had gathered to attack 
them in the wake of ru-
mours of child-lifting.

The belongings of 
the 'sadhus' were thrown 
open by the mob, vide-
ographed and shared on 

social media, further fuel-
ling the hearsays, the of-
ficials said.

Following the in-
cident, the district ad-
ministration, under the 
chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner Amitabh 
Rajkhowa and Superin-
tendent of Police Prasanta 
Saikia, called for an emer-
gency meeting yesterday.

Representatives of dif-
ferent communities who 
attended the meeting, ap-
pealed to the public, espe-
cially the people of Dima 
Hasao, to act responsibly 
and not be swayed away 
by rumours on social me-
dia. 

They also urged the 

people to not take law into 
their own hands, and in-
stead, report to the author-
ities about any suspicious 
movement of any person.

In the last few weeks, 
there have been several 
attempts by the district 
administration to make 
people aware about news 
circulating on social me-
dia without any base or 
authenticity, the officials 
said.

In a similar incident on 
June 8, two friends, who 
had gone to a picnic spot 
in Karbi Anglong, were 
stopped on their way back 
by a group of villagers and 
lynched on the suspicion 
of being child-lifters.

Can religious acts be allowed on govt. 
land? SC refers plea to larger bench
New Delhi, July 6 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today referred 
to a larger bench the question 
whether religious activities 
can be allowed on govern-
ment land or property in a 
secular State like India.

A bench of Justices R F 
Nariman and Indu Malhotra 
framed the question and re-
ferred the petition filed by 
an organisation - Jyoti Jagran 
Mandal - to the Chief Justice 
of India for setting up of a 
larger bench.

The organisation has 
moved the top court after 
being denied permission by 
civic authorities to hold 'Jag-
ran' and 'Mata ki Chowki' at a 
park in south-west Delhi here.

While hearing the peti-

tion, the bench said the issue 
was related to an important 
question whether such re-
ligious functions can be al-
lowed on public properties in 
view of the fact that India is a 
secular nation.

The organisation, in its 
appeal, has said that earlier 
the National Green Tribunal 
had allowed it to perform 
religious activities at Chan-
chal Park in Lajwanti area of 
Mayapuri here.

However, later the per-
mission was withdrawn that 
forced the organisation to 
hold the religious function 
on road.

The organisation was rep-
resented by advocates Fuzail 
Ayyubi and Isha Bhardwaj.

Mumbai, July 6 (IANS): Broadly 
positive global markets along with 
healthy buying in auto and con-
sumer durable stocks lifted the key 
Indian equity indices on Friday.

Although the indices had 
opened on a negative note, they 
bounced back within the first 
hour of trade. 

Weak sentiments due to the 
ongoing trade war between the 
US and China led the indices to 
cede major gains around the last 
hour of trade.

Index-wise, the broader Nif-
ty50 of the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) closed at 10,772.65 
points  — higher by 22.90 points 

or 0.21 per cent from its previous 
close of 10,749.75 points.

The barometer 30-scrip 
Sensex on the BSE, which had 
opened at 35,543.66 points, 
closed at 35,657.86 points -- up 
by 83.31 points or 0.23 per cent 
from its previous session's close 
of 35,574.55 points.

Sensex touched a high of 
35,799.46 points and a low of 
35,532.21 points during the in-
tra-day trade. The BSE market 
breadth was tilted towards the 
bulls with 1,451 advances against 
1,197 declines. "Markets ended 
higher on Friday after the minor 
correction seen on Thursday," 

said Deepak Jasani, Head of Re-
tail Research at HDFC Securities.

"A sell-off from the highs of 
the day curbed the gains when 
China retaliated as the tariffs on 
$34 billion of Chinese exports to 
the US came into force," he said, 
however adding that positive 
European markets supported the 
Indian indices.

Vinod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Financial Services said: 
"Market showed signs of stabil-
ity as improving outlook on auto 
and consumption oriented sec-
tor lifted the sentiment."

"However, emergence of 
profit booking towards end on 

account of continuing trade ten-
sions led the indices to end with 
marginal gains," he added.

According to Jasani, broad 
market indices like the BSE mid-
cap and small cap indices out-
performed the main indices.

The S&P BSE mid-cap rose 
by 0.56 per cent and the S&P BSE 
small cap ended 0.46 per cent 
higher from its previous close. 

On the currency front, the 
rupee ended at 68.87 per dol-
lar, eight paise stronger than 
its previous close of 68.95 per 
greenback.

Investment-wise, provisional 
data with exchanges showed that 

foreign institutional investors 
sold scrip worth Rs 968.18 crore 
while the domestic institutional 
investors bought stocks worth Rs 
1,480.82 crore.

Sector-wise, the S&P BSE 
auto index surged by 337.86 
points, the capital goods index 
rose by 201.04 points and the 
oil and gas stocks ended 97.91 
points higher.

On the other hand, the S&P 
BSE healthcare index fell by 
105.67 points, the consumer 
durables index was down 45.21 
points and the FMCG index end-
ed lower by 17.90 points from its 
previous close.

The major gainers on the 
Sensex were Hero MotoCorp, 
up 3.83 per cent at Rs 3,636.70; 
Tata Motors, up 3.69 per cent at 
Rs 271.15; Tata Motors (DVR), 
up 2.25 per cent at Rs 156.85; 
Bajaj Auto, up 1.80 per cent at Rs 
3,023.35; and Tata Consultancy 
Services, up 1.68 per cent at Rs 
1,913.30 per share.

The top losers were Sun Phar-
ma, down 1.28 per cent at Rs 
558.45; NTPC, down 1.22 per cent 
at Rs 150.25; HDFC, down 0.82 
per cent at Rs 1,915.75; Wipro, 
down 0.75 per cent at Rs 263; and 
Vedanta, down 0.72 per cent at Rs 
219.50 per share.

 Beijing accuses Washington of triggering the ‘largest trade war in economic history’ 
 Both sides slap levies on $34 billion of each other’s exports 

Phuket (Thailand), July 6 
(IANS): At least 40 people 
have been found dead and 
dozens are still missing after 
two boats carrying tourists 
capsized in rough seas off 
the Thai holiday island of 
Phuket, the government 
said on Friday.

The Thai Prime Min-
ister's Office offered con-
dolences to the families of 
the victims, saying that the 
Royal Thai government "will 
exert all efforts to find those 
still missing and provide 
support to all survivors of 
this tragic event".

One of the vessels -- the 
Phoenix PC Diving ship 
-- was carrying 105 passen-
gers, including Thai crew 
members, tourist guides 
and 93 tourists -- many of 
them Chinese holidaymak-
ers. It went down in bad 
weather on Thursday, the 
BBC reported.

The Chinese Embassy 
in Thailand said that 16 Chi-
nese were killed, 78 were 

rescued and 33 tourists were 
still missing in the accidents. 

The vessels went out 
despite a severe weather 
warning, which was still 
in place for much of the 
country's southern coast 
on Friday, according to the 
Thailand Meteorological 
Department.

Divers had made four 
underwater searches be-
fore the weather conditions 
made it too dangerous, the 
BBC reported. They will 
resume the search on Sat-
urday.

According to reports, an-
other 39 people were saved 
when the second boat, car-
rying mostly European pas-
sengers, overturned at about 
the same time. An investiga-
tion was ordered into why 
the boats went out despite 
severe weather warnings.

Thailand is bracing for 
the arrival of the monsoon 
season, which will bring 
heavy rain and storms to 
the area.
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Minister advocates eradicating ‘ism’ in Naga society 

Raj Bhavan bids farewell to Major Biswas

20 beneficiaries selected for gov. rainwater harvest initiative

Announces to donate 15 
months’ salary to  govt. colleges 

JD (U) puts weight 
behind the chief minister

Community forest nursery 
established at kidima 

Home Commissioner 
convenes meeting

C-Edge College fresher’s 
week concludes

State BJP launches ‘Saaf Niyat aur Sahi Vikas’

Chief commissioners for  
disabled to meet press 
The department of Social Welfare has informed that the 
chief commissioner and deputy chief commissioner for 
persons with disabilities will be briefing press on July 9 at 
3 pmat Hotel Vivor in Kohima. All the media houses in the 
state have been requested to attend the press meeting.

Meghalaya CM to lay Nagaland 
Medical Lodge Shillong 
Chief Minister of Meghalaya, Conrad Sangma will be 
unveiling the foundation stone of the Nagaland Medical 
Lodge, Mawdiangdiang, Shillong on July 10 at 2 pm. Short 
speeches will be delivered the chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio and minister for PWD Nagaland, Tongpang 
Ozukum. 

DFO Wokha informs schools’ eco-clubs 
The district forest officer of Wokha, Zuthunglo Patton, 
has informed all the schools / teachers-in-charge of eco 
clubs under National Green Corps, Wokha to collect the 
seed money for the academic year 2018 from the office 
during office hours from June 28 to July 13. Schools under 
Merapani range, Liphanyan and Changpang beat have 
been asked to collect the seed money from their respective 
range / beat offices. The teachers-in-charge of all eco-clubs 
are reminded to submit a report in the prescribed format 
of the activities undertaken in the previous year along with 
photographs duly signed and sealed by the headmaster / 
principal before claiming the amount.

AR to conduct training for  
youths in Wokha 
As part of military-civic activities, the 28th Assam Rifles 
will be organizing a one week special training on basic 
mechanical / vehicle repair and maintenance workshop 
from July 9 to 13th at the battalion headquarter in 
Wokha.        
 

Workshop for Wokha DBs, GBs
The sub division officer (C) of Wokha has informed that 
the Wokha District Legal Service Authority and Wokha 
Bar Association will be conducting workshop for Dobashis 
(DBs) and Goan Buras (GBs) of Wokha district on July 25 at 
10 am at the town hall in Wokha. All administrative officers 
are directed to give wide publicity in their respective 
jurisdiction to all DBs of Wokha Customary Court and head 
GB and one GB from every village under Wokha district to 
attend the programme positively. 

Tenyimi students Dimapur 
convenes meeting
The Tenyimi Students’ Union Dimapur (TSUD) has 
convened a meeting for its upcoming general conference 
on 9 at 4 pm at Tenyimi Union Dimapur complex. The union 
information secretary has requested all the organising 
committee, unit presidents, executive members, senior 
leaders and advisors to attend the meeting without fail. 

Wokha BS&G instates new team
The Bharat Scouts and Guides (BS&G) under Wokha has 
instated district office bearers on June 30. The newly 
inducted office bearers ate Deputy Commissioner Wokha 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon as the district president, 
Sr. SDEO Wokha as district secretary; DOC (scouts) H 
Orenpomo Ngullie and DO (guides) Bijano Shitiri.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Temjen Imna Along speaking at the 26th annual fresher’s meet of the 
Eastern Christian College (ECC) on July 6.

EM Images

PB Acharya felicitating the departing Major Abhishek Biswas during a farewell programme at Raj Bhavan in 
Kohima on July 6.

Temjen Imna Along and Ananta Mishra launching the ‘Saaf Niyat aur Sahi Vikas’ programme on June 5.

Kavita Acharya picking the first name of beneficiary for distribution of 
water tanks to promote water harvesting at Raj Bhavan in Kohima on 
July 6.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): At-
tributing ‘ism’ as one culpa-
ble cause for the prevailing 
division within the Naga 
society, state minister of 
higher technical education, 
Temjen Imna Along, has 
encouraged the students 
to take the lead in eradicat-
ing such feelings and pave 
the way to march towards 
a prosperous and vision-
ary life.

Speaking as the spe-
cial guest during the sec-
ond session of the 26th 
annual fresher’s meet of 
the Eastern Christian Col-
lege (ECC) on July 6 on the 
theme ‘The beginning of 
your excellence,’ Along has 
described ‘ism’ as one of 
the causes ailing the Naga 
society. 

Taking cognizance of 
the situation, Along has 
encouraged the students to 
the forefront in eradicating 
the feeling of “isms” and 
enable the Naga society 
and for the Indian nation 
live a prosperous and a 
visionary life.

“Only cowards go back 
and start to build bounda-
ries within themselves,” he 
quipped.

As colleges in every na-
tion gather students be-
longing to different caste, 
colour, creed, and culture, 
he implored upon the stu-
dents to rid themselves 
from such feelings but learn 

and respect each other’s 
culture.

“Don’t do what we are 
doing in Nagaland. Don’t 
copy the corruption, the 
hypocrisy, the ‘isms,’ and 
the domestic walls that 
we have built among our-
selves,” said Along and 
suggested the students to 
live life as they want to live 
without being affected by 
the grudges around them.

“I want to identify with 
the future of my people. I 
don’t want to identify my-
self with those people who 
have brought so much ram-
pant corruption, who have 
neglected our state. I want 
to identify with the people 
who want to build them 
up,” said Along. 

He asserted that he 

wants to identify himself 
to the weak, poor, and the 
middle class people, who 
wanted to have a future 
for the state and someone 
who will not have a feeling 
of tribalism within them. To 
substantiate his statement, 
he said, “extraordinary peo-
ple don’t do extraordinary 
things; ordinary people 
take their steps towards 
extraordinary livelihood 
and they end up doing extra 
ordinary things.”

The minister concluded 
his speech by saying that 
‘the smallest gestures in 
one’s life will be the foun-
dation of one’s life for the 
future’ and advised them to 
live their lives for the sake of 
other’s happiness.

Earlier in the first ses-

Minister for Higher and Technical Educa-
tion, Temjen Imna Along Longkumer has 
announced to donate his salary for 15 
months to 15 government colleges in Naga-
land. Kohima College, Kohima was the first 
college to receive the donation on July 5.

This was informed in a press release re-
ceived here on Friday from Kohima College.

The minister announced this during 
the Kohima College, Kohima 51st freshers’ 
day. He was speaking as the guest speaker. 

The minister also said to have promised 
to take two students from each of the col-
leges to Delhi to meet the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi this year.

Longkumer also announced that he 
would organize an olympiad next year for 
all the government colleges of Nagaland, 
and Kohima College would be the host 
college. 

The minister encouraged the students 
to excel in their studies and college activi-
ties. 

The principal of the college, Watijung-
shi Jamir, while speaking that programme, 
welcomed the guest speaker, the director 
of Higher and Technical Education depart-
ment, joint secretary of higher education 
and other dignitaries. 

 The release also informed that the in-
duction of the new team members for the 
Kohima College Students Union (KCSU) 
was also held where Menom Taiwangshu 
was inducted as the new general secretary. 

The outgoing KCSU general secretary, 
Vimeyiekho received the meritorious 
award and scholar’s badge, and the alumni 
association award of INR 10,000. 

On the occasion, Edwin Prakash Thapa 
and Keneiseno were adjudged as Mr. and 
Miss Fresher.

Also, the upgraded ‘annex administra-
tive building’ of Kohima College, Kohima 
funded under  Rashtriya Uchchatar Shik-
sha Abhiyan (RUSA) Government of India, 
Ministry of human resource development 
(MHRD), department of Higher Education 
was formally inaugurated by Minister for 
Higher and Technical Education, Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer on July 5. 

Director of Higher Education, Kuholi 
Chishi gave a brief technical report of the 
building which was constructed under the 
RUSA scheme.  

The minister highlighted the history 
of Rusa and how the Central scheme is 
transforming the face of higher education 
all over the country. 

While saying that the centre is ‘keenly 
following the progress of Higher Education 
in the Northeast and Nagaland in particu-
lar’, the minister disclosed that ‘more assist-
ance will be allotted in the 2nd phase under 
the Rusa project’.

 The minister expressed hope that the 
newly inaugurated building will serve the 
purpose of furthering the development of 
the college. 

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
Nagaland unit of the Janata 
Dal United has expressed 
concerned over ‘ceaseless’ 
attack on the state chief 
minister of the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
vis-a-vis his stand on the 
issue of Naga integration.

Stating that the clarifi-
cations issued on June 14 
and the 15th have categori-
cally made clear in so far as 
the confusion is concern, 
the JD (U) media cell stat-
ed the chief minister was 
only conveying the actual 
statement of the Union 

home minister the stand 
of Government of India 
on the issue of integration, 
which was told to the PDA 
delegation.

JD (U), therefore, stat-
ed that there could be no 
cloud of doubt over the 
person of the Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio, in so far 
as his stand on integration 
is concern. It further ap-
pealed to one and all to 
put the issue at rest and 
join hands with one an-
other for an early solution 
to the long pending Naga 
problem.

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): The 
Joint Forest Management 
Committee of Kidima vil-
lage constructed a commu-
nity forest nursery under the 
FDA programme wherein 
saplings of locally avail-
able tree species are grown. 
Some of the saplings were 
planted during the current 
year at the project side in 
Jhum areas. 

The committee  on 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
under the chairmanship 
of Senthil Kumar, IFS and 
ex-officio member Dr Ke-
nei, IFS visited the project 
sites in the presence of DFO 
Kohima, Rongsenlemla Im-
chen and the local function-

aries on July 5. 
Both the officers gave 

technical advices to the on 
sustainable maintenance of 
nurseries. 

DFO Kohima said that 
altogether 15 JFMCs have 
raised nurseries in their re-
spective areas during the 
current year and plantations 
were done in the project site 
sourcing the saplings from 
the JFMC nurseries. 

She said that the main 
objective to raise commu-
nity nurseries is to instil a 
sense of responsibility to 
the community towards en-
vironmental awareness and 
to decrease the pressure on 
seedlings demand.  

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
Home Commissioner R Ra-
makrishnan has convened 
a meeting on July 12 at 1 
pm in the office chamber 
of the Home Commission-
er, to chalk out the work 
distribution/programme 
for Independence Day cel-
ebration.

Officers / departments 
have been requested to 
attend the meeting posi-
tively: Director General 
of Police; IGAR (North) 
Kohima; principal secre-
tary of Agri & APC,  School 
Education, Rural Develop-
ment, Horticulture; comm. 
secretaries of  Industries & 
Commerce, Art & Culture, 
Land Resource Develop-
ment, IPR, PHE, Health & 
Family Welfare, Irrigation & 

Flood Control; special sec-
retary of Home; secretaries 
of Home SAB, Co-opera-
tion, Fisheries, Sericulture, 
Soil & Water conservation, 
Women Resource Dev, So-
cial Welfare; commandant 
of 164, Naga Territorial 
Army, Jakhama; DIG CRPF, 
Kohima, 155th Bn BSF bat-
talion, Chedema; directors 
of Sainik Welfare & Reset-
tlement,  Youth Resource & 
Sports, Music Task Force; 
deputy commissioner of 
Kohima; superintendent 
of Police, Kohima; CEO 
Kohima Municipal Coun-
cil; DIG, Fire & Emergency 
Services; deputy com-
mandant general of Home 
Guards & Civil Defence and 
executive engineer of PWD, 
Nagaland Civil Secretariat.

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Nagaland Unit led 
by its President Temjen 
Imna Along and Secretary 
Organising  Ananta Mishra 
On june 5 launched “Saaf 
Niyat aur Sahi Vikas” pro-
gramme in the state as 
directed by the Central.

A book containing 40 
pages of Modi’s govern-
ment achievements and 
schemes in the last four 
years of NDA rule in the 
country will be distributed 
to various renowned per-
sonnel and organisations 
in the state, a press release 
from the BJP media cell 
informed.

The party president 
and secretary org. met T C 
Sangtam retired Commis-
sioner & Secretary Govt. of 
Nagaland in the launch-
ing programme and high-
lighted the achievements 
under the NDA regime of 
Modi. Likewise all the state 
BJP, district and mandal 
officials will carry out in the 
respective places in the fol-
lowing days, it stated.

In a letter  received 

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): D Esther Sonar of BBA 1st se-
mester and Anguka N Achumi of BA 1st semester were 
crowned Mr. and Ms. Freshers 2018, while Yukholi Sang-
tam of BBA 1st semester and Imnaienla Longkumer of 
BA 1st were declared runners-up of the C-Edge College. 
Subtitles were also given to other students based on tal-
ents and creativity (ethnic fusion attire). 

The week-long event for the new students kick-started 
with the grooming session on basic etiquettes, parameters 
and standards followed by the introductory round, eth-
nic fusion round, talent round and the grand finale with 
question answer round. A press releases received here on 
Friday from the college informed about the event.

The college’s principal, Dr. Chubatola Aier in her 
speech, exhorted the freshers to keep true to the college’s 
motto of ‘Aspire’ and to reach the ultimate potential. 

Er. Moa Aier, the college’s president, administered the 
pledge of allegiance to the freshers. Speeches on behalf 
of the seniors and freshers were delivered by Ms Imcha-
kumla Longkumer of BBA 3rd semester and Anguka N 
Achumi of BA 1st semester respectively. 

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
The Governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya along with 
the officers and staff of 
Raj Bhavan Kohima bade 
farewell to Aide-De-Camp 
(ADC) to Governor Na-
galand, Major Abhishek 
Biswas at a function held 
at Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan 
in Kohima on July 6.

Governor Acharya said 
Major Biswas, who hails 
from the India Army, had 
adjusted himself well in 
the civilian setup and has 
successfully carried out 
his duties as ADC to the 
Governor. The Governor 
wished the best to the 
outgoing ADC for his fu-
ture endeavours. He also 
thanked Major Abhishek 
for his services.     

Principal secretary to 
the governor, Piyush Goyal 
described the Biswas as a 
hard working and sincere 
officer who has done his 
job in an excellent manner. 

sion, the general secretary 
of ECC students’ union, 
Kaino G Labo, delivered 
the welcome address. The 

college also witnessed a 
variety of entertainment 
items from the students 
and special invitees. 

Tokhou Humtsoe and 
Haihengyile were adjudged 
as ‘Mr. Fresher and Miss 
Fresher.’

He mentioned that his new 
endeavour was recognition 
of his hard work. 

Major in his farewell 
speech thanked the Gov-
ernor’s Secretariat for the 
support shown towards 
him during his stay in Na-
galand.   

Biswas joined as ADC 

to Governor on March 21 
2016 for a period of two 
years and subsequently 
extended his tenure for 
another six months.  He 
has been selected for post 
graduate engineering 
course at IIT in Madras, for 
which he will be leaving 
before completion of his 

tenure. He will be joining 
his parent unit after com-
pletion of his studies. 

Short speeches were 
also delivered by Joint Sec-
retary SK Sahoo and Joint 
Secretary George Abraham 
who described Bisawas as 
a person who was always 
willing to help other.      

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
Selection of 20 beneficiar-
ies for distribution of 3000 
litre water tanks to pro-
mote water harvesting, an 
initiative of the Governor of 
Nagaland, PB Acharya was 
held at Raj Bhavan Kohima 
on 6th July 2018. 

Earlier, governor had 
announced that 50% sub-
sidy for water storage tank 
within Kohima town to 
twenty applicants will be 
given so as to encourage 
citizens to take up water 
harvesting. The Governor’s 
Secretariat received 46 ap-
plications in total. 

A lucky draw was held 

to pick out the names of 
the beneficiaries. Wife of 
governor, Kavita Acharya 
picked up the first name 
while the offers and staff 
members picked up the 
remaining beneficiaries. 
Five additional names were 
also picked up and kept on 
wait list. 

Acharya said that rain-
water harvesting was the 
need of the hour and mak-
ing the switch to an eco 
friendly rainwater harvest-
ing system was neither 
complicated nor time con-
suming which will result in 
a wide range of benefits for 
home or business. 

The governor opined 
that since most parts of 
the state see rainfall for six 
months or more, rain water 
harvesting will be benefi-
cial for the people. He en-
couraged citizens to set up 
water tanks and harvest the 
rain water to address the 
water scarcity problem in 
the state. Water is life, save 
water for sustenance of the 
future, Acharya remarked.  

Raj Bhavan Kohima has 
arranged water storage 
tanks of 3000 ltrs capacity. 
The Governor’s Secretariat 
will contact the selected 
beneficiaries. The last date 
for collecting the water 

storage tanks will be July 
25. If any beneficiary fails 
to claim within the stipu-
lated period, the benefit 
will automatically shift to 
the next beneficiary in the 
wait list, the press release 
from Raj Bhavan informed.

It has also informed 
that construction of a 1.5 
lakhs litre water harvest-
ing reservoir in Raj Bhavan 
has also been completed 
with an aim to manage 
the Raj Bhavan garden.  
Water tanks were also said 
to have been put in various 
locations of the Raj Bhavan 
compound to harvest rain 
water.

from national BJP presi-
dent,  Amit Shah has said 
that, “we are committed 
to raise standards of living  
of every section of society 
particularly the poor, the 
needy, the economically 
marginalised, the tribal, 
the youth, the farmer and 
the women so that every 
person feels proud to be a  
citizen of Bharat. Secondly, 

we wish to make Bharat a 
powerful and developed 
nation, providing leader-
ship to the world.”

It was four years ago 
that the NDA government, 
under the leadership of 
Narendra Modi, took up 
the challenge of ensuring 
the overall development of 
the nation and committed 
to work towards a strong 

and prosperous country, 
the press release added.

On behalf of the state 
BJP, the president has 
thanked the Modi gov-
ernment for hiking paddy 
minimum support price 
(MSP) by INR 200 quintal 
for 2018-2019 crop year in 
the agriculture sector keep-
ing in mind the welfare of 
the farmers in the country.
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Temjen Imna Along and other dignitaries after the unveiling of the foundation stone of the Unity College 
Academic Block II in the college premises on July 6.
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Commissioner of Police Dimapur Limasunep Jamir, IPS addressing 
at the 25th annual social cum cultural day of Immanuel College in 
Dimapur on Friday, July 6.  
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Dr. Aomangyang Walling and Dr Tokoho Chishi, director H&FW seen during the observance of World 
Zoonosis Day at Kohima on July 6.
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48 % of teachers in Nagaland 
‘professionally untrained’ – SCERT 

Police commissioner urges 
to pursue quality education 

‘Zoonoses not given the priority it deserves’

CPO Chumoukedima unit condemns

JMC welcomes freshers

NSCN (R) warns imposters

Wokha’s DC bans fish import

Accept change or be the change for growth of Nagaland – Imna Along  

STATE

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 6 (EMN): In 
a quite distressing report, 
the State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (SCERT) on July 5 2018 
informed that out of 11488 
teachers, 48% (5514) were 
found to be ‘professionally 
untrained’. 

T h i s  w a s  re v e a l e d 
through 12 research doc-
uments which were the 
outcomes of a series of 
researches it undertook 
during 2017-18 covering 
various issues and prob-
lems faced by government 
schools in the Nagaland. 

The findings on school-
based statistical survey, for 
which, data was collected 
from 1221 schools includ-
ing primary, upper primary, 
secondary and higher sec-
ondary schools in the state. 

Revealing that out of 
11488 teachers, 48% (5514) 
were found to be ‘profes-
sionally untrained’. The 
SCERT sounded alarm in 
this regard and suggested 
that the recently launched 
DIKSHA programme be 
implemented properly so 
that the state can maintain 

the exact figure in regard to 
number of teachers, trained 
and untrained teachers. 

While revealing more 
about the poor condition of 
schools in the district, the 
survey found out that 86% 
of the government schools 
do not have facility for Chil-
dren with Special Needs 
(CWSN); 97% of govern-
ment schools do not have 
hostel facility; 43% do not 
receive text books on time; 
89% have no library facili-
ties; no safety precautions 
for the children in 65% of the 
schools; 66% do not have 
playground; 54% have no 
electricity connections; 61% 
of the schools do not have 
‘Computer in the school’; 
77% have no boundary 
walls; many schools in Di-
mapur, Mon, and Wokha 
did not get free school uni-
forms; 42% schools have no 
safe drinking water facility; 
35% schools have no sepa-
rate toilet for boys and girls. 

Based on the findings, 
the SCERT pointed out the 
dire need for more frequent 
school inspection by SDEO, 
DSE in the districts like 
Dimapur, Mokokchung, 

Peren, Phek, Wokha and 
Zunheboto. The SCERT also 
stressed on the need for 
transparency in provid-
ing school funds as many 
schools in all the districts 
have not received School 
Development Grant; 47% of 
the schools have no female 
representative in the Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA); 
there was also 3% decline in 
the school enrolment from 
2016 to 2017.

However, among the 
very few positive findings, 
the SCERT stated that 96% 
schools in the state have 
responded that Mid-Day 
Meal program was being 
implemented.

Teacher educators’  
competency
With regard to a study on 
teaching competency of 
teacher educators in the 
state, the SCERT team ex-
amined and compared 
the teaching competency 
and its various compo-
nents among the teacher 
educators in relation to 
their year(s) of teaching 
experience. The teaching 
competency of government 

teacher educators were 
found to be higher than pri-
vate teacher educators. The 
study revealed that most 
of the government teacher 
educators were more quali-
fied and the provision given 
by the government insti-
tutes for refresher course, 
orientation programme and 
short term training courses 
for government teacher 
educators make them more 
aware about their profes-
sional preparedness. But 
still, the results the govern-
ment schools yield remain 
below private institutions.

The SCERT suggests 
that teacher educators need 
to develop their profession-
al skill by attending more 
orientation programme, 
refresher courses and also 
organise more interactive 
programmes, workshops 
specialized in subject area. 

Surveys should be treated 
as diagnostics
SCERT Director T Sekhose, 
during the launching of the 
reports, said when it comes 
to education, be it elemen-
tary, secondary or higher 
studies in the state, there 

was no lack of infrastructure 
and every provision was 
given where every student, 
irrespective of gender or 
community have access to 
education. 

However, the question 
whether the education im-
parted to the children is 
of qualitative standard or 
not remains an issue, said 
the director. He said the 
SCERT, having been given 
the mandate to be an apex 
academic body, felt the 
need to have a steady feel 
on the pulse of the state’s 
education system to check 
the deficiencies. 

Principal secretary 
for School Education and 
SCERT, Menukhol John, 
who officially released 
the research documents, 
lauded the SCERT team for 
bringing out the fact-find-
ing report. He expressed 
deep hope that the factors 
influencing the perform-
ance of students and the 
overall quality of education 
in the government schools  
that were found out in the 
studies would help in im-
proving the system for the 
future, the official stated. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 6 (EMN): 
Jubilee Memorial College 
(JMC), Mokokchung, held 
its 3rd Freshers’ Social on 
July 6, at the Mayangnok-
cha Govt. Hr. Sec. School 
Auditorium, with Colonel 
Vijay Ahlawat Command-
ing Officer of 25 Nagaland 
NCC (I) Coy. as the special 
guest.

The Army officer in his 
speech appreciated the 
sense of cleanliness among 
the people of Nagaland and 
the rich costume and tradi-
tion inherited from their 
forefathers.

He also asserted that 
the same technological ad-
vancement or higher edu-
cation imparted in other 
parts of the Indian state 
is available in the state; 
therefore, it is better for the 
students to pursue their 

studies here while sticking 
to their root.

However, Col. Ahlawat 
lamented the use or addic-
tion for mobile phones and 
internet among the stu-
dents and therefore asked 
the students to limit the use 
of mobiles and internet and 
keep their mind free from 
those ‘addictive habits’. 

 He further encouraged 
the students to take up 
courses that they are inter-
ested in and choose their 
career or jobs that would 
give them satisfaction in 
their life.  

The College Principal 
Akumyala while welcom-
ing the freshers maintained 
that the college is imparting 
quality education since its 
inception. She pointed out 
to the new students that 
they will become part of 
the college and encouraged 

them to acquire the best 
knowledge from the insti-
tution.  The principal also 
challenged the students to 
expand capability and be 
responsible citizens so that 
they do not lose their track.

Meanwhile, Monglier 
Youth Evangelist MTBA 
pronounced a special 
prayer for the freshers and 
special music presentations 
were given by Imliyangla  
BA 5th Semester and Im-
nangangla spoke on behalf 
of the freshers.

The second session, 
which was compared by 
Aapoksangba and Immen-
naro saw very impressive 
and interesting perform-
ances from the students 
that included songs, danc-
es. Merensheen Longkumer 
and Temjensola were also 
adjudged Mr Fresher and 
Miss Fresher respectively. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
Making a comparison be-
tween education and de-
gree, wherein the former 
stands for intelligence and 
the latter as a gateway to-
wards fulfilling certain crite-
ria, Dimapur commissioner 
of police, Limasunep Jamir, 
has urged upon the stu-
dents to choose between 
the two to achieve their 
desired goal.

Speaking as the special 

guest at the 25th annual so-
cial cum cultural day of the 
Immanuel College on July 
6 on the theme ‘Enriching 
amalgamation of achieve-
ment,’ Jamir remarked that 
mere degree does not guar-
antee success.

Exhorting the students 
to develop self awareness, 
he also called on them to be 
rooted to their true self and 
understand their strength. 
“Look beyond money. If 
you ascribe success in terms 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
Minister of higher and 
t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n , 
Temjen Imna Along Long-
kumer, today said that the 
people of Nagaland are at 
the threshold where they 
can either break it or make 
it. In this regard, the min-
ister has questioned eve-
ryone including the stu-
dents, faculty, and parents 
whether they were willing 
to accept the change or be 
the change for the growth 
of Nagaland.

The minister said this 
at the fresher’s day cum 
annual day programme at 
Unity College in Dimapur 
on July 6. The minister also 
unveiled the foundation 
stone of the Unity College 
Academic Block II in the 
college premises.

In his address, Along 

stated that the Nagas have 
not yet nurtured their in-
ner potential to benefit 
the society. He said, “If you 
don’t aspire with all of your 
heart, if you don’t dream 
with all of your minds, and 
if you don’t put all of your 
efforts in what you are try-
ing to do, you will only be 
a certificate holder.”

Stating that the stu-
dents are the future of the 
society, Along urged the 
students to put all their 
energies and ask the bless-
ings of God to achieve their 
desired goal. The minister 
also advised the students 
to have compassion for 
the weaker section and 
predominantly for the so-
ciety rather than for them-
selves. By doing that, Along 
asserted that God would 
help them and be a bless-
ing on earth.

of money, you will not be 
happy in life. Money will 
not buy legacy,” pointed 
out Jamir.

The police commis-
sioner also enlightened the 
students on two types of 
achievements-dishonoura-
ble achievement and hon-
ourable achievement where 
the former achievement 
was through unfair means 
and the latter through intel-
lectual and moral virtue. He, 
therefore, called on them to 
replace harmful input with 
wholesome things. 

Also lauding the col-
lege on attaining silver ju-
bilee, Jamir said that jubilee 
celebration is a covenant 
between God and people 
and a time to forgive. He 
also added that student’s 
period is the best time of life 
because ‘we are still grow-
ing and receptive to accept 
ideas,’ conveyed Jamir.  

Chairman of the col-
lege governing body, Dr. 
Loso Chalai, exhorted the 
students to prove their ca-
pability by producing good 
academic results but not 
arrogance. 

Stating that the present 
Naga society is sick and 
evil, he said that there is a 
need to produce new breed 
of God fearing and honest 
generation. 

Speaking about the role 
of teachers and college, the 
minister said that if teach-
ers cannot infuse the kind 

of knowledge to achieve 
the dreams of the people, 
it would remain just be a 
college. Along added that 

if the faculty and the col-
lege cannot work to fulfil 
the aspirations of the Naga 
people and truly develop 

the society by enriching 
the youngsters, the college 
would be an unaccom-
plished one. 

The minister opined 
that students could play 
a greater role in defining 
themselves and that no sit-
uations or circumstances 
can stop them from being 
empowered if they want 
to be. Along also urged the 
students to fulfil the aspi-
rations of their parents and 
their people saying, ‘the 
beautiful uniforms and 
makeup that you put to be 
charming and acceptable, 
the anxiousness and zeal 
that you have to be accept-
ed by your friends and the 
faculty is not greater than 
the aspirations and the 
dreams that your parents 
hold with you.’ 

The minister in his 
concluding remarks wel-

comed the freshers to the 
flight of their life stating 
that it was up to the fresh-
ers to decide about their 
flight. 

“You are sitting at the 
journey of your life where 
there is no emergency exit, 
where you cannot escape 
your responsibilities. You 
have to fly, how you want 
to fly is your wish, whether 
you want to enjoy the flight 
or just sit and sleep or start 
a conversation with your 
neighbour and make your 
flight exciting,” he stated.

“There is no danger 
and risk greater than the 
risk you take for others. 
There is no greater hope, 
than to hope not only for 
you but for others. There 
is no greater faith, than to 
have faith not only for you 
but for others, and there 
is no greater strength that 

you can possess than to 
have strength not only for 
you but for all our peo-
ple. It is not very easy to 
live that way. We may fail 
but we have to be strong 
enough to go on with our 
dream and aspiration for a 
better society,” the minis-
ter concluded.

The college’s principal, 
Dr. SK Chhabra, gave a 
report on the affairs of the 
college in the recent years 
and its achievements. He 
mentioned that the college 
was established in the year 
2007 with only around 300 
students, which has grown 
to 15, 000 plus students as 
of now. The special invitee 
Imna Along honoured the 
19 successful candidates, 
who recently graduated 
from the college in Arts 
and Commerce with high 
percentage.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 6 (EMN): In a 
systematic review of 1,415 
pathogens known to in-
fect humans over 60% and 
atleast 75% of emerging in-
fectious diseases of humans 
are found to have an animal 
origin, while five new hu-
man diseases appear every 
year with three of animal 
origin and 80% of agents 
with potential bioterrorist 
use are zoonotic pathogens.

The Indian subconti-
nent has been identified 
as one of the four global 
hot-spots at increased risk 
for emergence of new infec-
tious diseases. In addition 
to being more vulnerable to 
emerging zoonoses, India 
has also contributed a major 
share of the global burden 
of other endemic zoonoses.

This information was 
shared during the observ-
ance of World Zoonosis Day 
at Hotel Japfü on Friday 
morning jointly organ-
ised by the department of 
Animal Husbandary and 
Veterinary Services (AH& 
VS) and the department of 
Health and Family Welfare 
(H&FW).

Stating the risks of 
zoonotic diseases, which 
are spread from animals 
to humans are often over-
looked, director AH&VS, 
Dr. Aomangyang Walling 
said World Zoonoses Day is 
observed every year to help 
raise awareness of the grow-
ing risk of zoonotic diseases.

Observing that there is 
little research on neglected 
zoonoses, Dr Walling also 
noted that the knowledge 
among medical students on 
all emerging and new infec-
tious diseases is poor while 
the government acts only 
when there are outbreaks 

like novel human influenza.
With zoonoses failing to 

get the priority it deserves, 
he stated that many peo-
ple do not even know that 
they are suffering from a 
zoonotic disease until the 
problem gets severe, which 
often proves quite dear, both 
in terms of economics and 
human and animal health. 

He also pointed out that 
approximately 150 zoonotic 
diseases are known to exist 
while wildlife serves as a 
reservoir for many diseases 
common to domestic ani-
mals and humans and cau-
tioned that persons working 
with wildlife should be alert 
to the potential for disease 
transmission from animals.

Besides, he also cau-
tioned that the precari-
ous position of those peo-
ple who depend on their 
animals for survival is yet 
another reason why pre-
vention and control of all 
animal diseases, including 
zoonoses, is particularly 
important for human health 
and well-being.

Towards this end, Dr 
Walling stressed on the need 
for a strong corporation be-
tween practitioners of ani-
mal and human medicine 
as about 200 diseases fall 
under the category zoon-
oses and it’s mostly humans 
that suffer.

Highlighting on the 
risks of zoonotic diseases, 
an emergent major pub-
lic concern, State Surveil-
lance Officer, Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Pro-
gramme (IDSP), Dr. John 
Kemp strongly suggested 
on the need for a strong 
intersectoral coordination 
towards mitigation of zoo-
nosis among department of 
A.H & Veterinary Sciences, 

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): The CPO, Chu-
mukedima Unit today strongly con-
demned the sale of formalin treated fish 
in the market and appealed the authority 
concerned to book the culprits involved 
as per the law of the land. 

A press note issued by Chumukedima 
Unit (CPO) President Rünavilhou Angami 
said that the recent seizure of formalin 
treated fish by the Food Safety Depart-
ment, which was not fit for human con-
sumption is highly condemnable by every 
person and should be an eye-opener for 
the Naga people. 

 Saying that formalin is a toxic chemi-
cal commonly used to preserve dead 
bodies in mortuaries, Angami asserted 
that using such toxic chemicals without 
proper undertaking form the government 
or concern authorities is not less than a 
criminal. 

Therefore, the Chumukedima unit 
strongly appealed ‘the concern authority/
agencies’ to probe without any bias for 
the welfare of the general public. It called 
the authorities concerned no to leave any 
stone unturned and book the culprit as 
per the law of the land. 

Dimapur,  July 6 (EMN): The GPRN/
NSCN - Reformation today warned some 
unauthorised and unscrupulous indi-
viduals who are  allegedly ‘collecting in 
the name of the organization in around 
Kiphire and Tuensang District’. 

A public notice issued by ‘Chairman 
(USR) Kiphire, Yohose Sangtam strongly 
warned ‘those imposters’ not to malign 
the good image of the ‘government’ but 

urged them to stop such kind of anti-
social element immediately’. 

Further, the release further advised 
government departments, public and 
business organizations not to extend 
such kind of ‘tax/donation in any form 
without prior permission from the au-
thorised official’ and asked all concerned 
to contact at 8974993874 for further 
information. 

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): Deputy com-
missioner, Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon, has prohibited storage, distribu-
tion or sale of fresh fish products including 
crustaceans treated with formalin or other 
forms of preservatives in Wokha district for 
a period of three months or till corrective 
measures are taken with immediate effect.

The notification to this effect was is-
sued in exercise of the power conferred 

under Clause (a) of sub-section (2) of 
section 30 of Food Safety & Standards Act 
2006. 

The DC further stated that failure to 
comply with the provision of the Food 
Safety & Standards Act, 2006, and the 
notification would attract penalties upto 
INR 10,00,000 with imprisonment under 
section 59 of the Food Safety & Standards 
Act 2006.

department of Forest, En-
vironment & Wildlife and 
department of Agriculture.

He lamented on the ab-
sence of any state of the art 
laboratories through which 
tests and research could be 
carried out. 

Besides, intersecto-
ral coordination between 
health and other allied 
department, Dr Kemp in 
his presentation suggested 
some way forward for the 
state as joint training cours-
es, preparation of IEC ma-
terials, support to national 
programmes, formulation 
of preventive and control 
guidelines, joint outbreak 
investigation of zoonotic 
infection, strengthening 
laboratory facility, research 

and standing committee on 
zoonoses etc.

Giving an overview on 
zoonotic diseases, joint di-
rector, AH&VS, Dr. Simon 
Ao impressed on the need to 
identify diseases of impor-
tance occurring in Nagaland 
that are within the logistic 
purview of our available 
logistics for prevention and 
control .

State nodal officer, IDSP, 
H & FW, Dr. Nyanthung 
Kikon said the concept of 
‘one health’ recognises that 
the health of the people is 
connected to the health of 
people, animals and the en-
vironment - a collaborative, 
multi-sectoral and transdis-
ciplinary approach working 
at local, regional, national 

and global levels. 
One health approach, 

he stressed is important 
as 6 out of every 10 infec-
tious diseases in human are 
spread from animals and 
that it has become more im-
portant in recent years be-
cause many factors changed 
interaction between people, 
animals and our environ-
ment and ecosystem. 

For successful public 
health interventions, Dr 
Kikon asserted that this ef-
fort requires the coopera-
tion of human, animals and 
environmental health com-
munities and by promoting 
inter-sectoral collaboration, 
it hopes to achieve optimal 
health outcomes for both 
humans and animals.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 6 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh said that 
the present government is 
keen to enhance the fish 
production in the state so 
that it would have a self 
sufficient fish production 
by 2020.

Addressing the first 

ever ‘Fish Farmers Meet’ 
held at Durbar Hall, Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat here 
on Friday, Chief Minister 
Biren said that there is vast 
scope for fish farming as 
there are abundant water 
bodies in the state.

He maintained that a 
Fish Feed Factory would be 
set up at an estimated cost 

of INR 1.5 cr in the state 
soon. Fish feeds would be 
easily available in the mar-
ket, he added. He stated 
that a bigger factory would 
also be constructed under 
the PPP model. 

Singh further main-
tained that a state level 
committee has been 
formed to increase the fish 

production in the state 
soon. He highlighted that 
such kind of meeting is es-
pecially convened to chalk 
out the plans with the of-
ficials of Banks, NABARD, 
Fisheries Department and 
fish farmers to improve 
the fish production in the 
State. 

Around 200 fish farm-
ers attended the meeting. 
During the three hour long 
meeting, farmers gave 
their opinions and sugges-
tions to increase the fish 
production in the state. 
Many farmers appreci-
ated the government for 
organising such a meet-
ing. During the meeting, 
the farmers were made 
aware of the existing cen-
tral and state sponsored 
schemes for fish farming 
in the state. 

It may be mentioned 
out of the 50,000 Metric 
tonnes required for con-
sumption in the state; only 
30,000 metric tonnes are 
being produced by the fish 
farmers in the state an-
nually. 

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma to-
day attended the inaugural function 
of the Medical Seminar cum Con-
tinuing Medical Education organised 
by the Composite Hospital BSF Shil-
long, according to a press note from 
the chief minister’s office.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
chief minister stressed on the need 
for a collective approach to improve 
the health sector in the State.

He lauded the initiative of the 
BSF to provide better healthcare to 
the people especially to those living 
in the rural and border areas that do 
not have access to proper healthcare 
facilities.

“On behalf of the state I would like 
to thank the BSF for providing not just 
security and protection but also for 
rendering their valuable service to the 
people in the health care sector”, the 
chief minister said.

Terming the BSF as ‘Border Secu-
rity Friend’, the chief minister appre-
ciated the activities which are being 
taken by the security forces to provide 
health care facilities. He also asked 
the BSF to organise and plan activities 
that would facilitate creation of job 
in rural areas along the international 
border.

He also asked the BSF to work at 
the grass-root to create awareness 
on environment and conservation of 
natural resources. “BSF with its huge 
manpower along the international 
border can play a pivotal role in dis-
semination of correct information 
and educate the rural masses for 
environment protection and conser-
vation,” he added.  

The chief minister also ex-
pressed his concern on the wide-
spread use of harmful chemicals 
in preservation of food items such 
as fish and fruits. He said that the 

government is looking at ways to 
ensure that adulterated food items 
were not sold in market.

“Fish and fruit items are increas-
ingly being sold with the use of harm-
ful chemicals that can have adverse 
impact on the health and well-being 
of our people. State like Nagaland and 
Arunachal have stopped import of 
fish from outside. We have asked the 
department of food and civil supplies 
and health to study our market and 
ensure safety of food, particularly the 
fish that are imported from outside,” 
the chief minister added.

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma 
today launched the draft policy on 
Jackfruit Mission at Jackfruit Festival 
2018 held at All Saints Hall, Shillong in 
the presence of Agriculture Minister 
Banteidor Lyngdoh.

Releasing the draft policy, the chief 
minister said that jackfruit despite be-
ing highly nutritious and readily avail-
able adequate thrust has not been ac-
corded to market and take advantage 
of the fruit.

“We strongly feel that a right policy 
and a system will change the entire 
dynamics as we embark to market and 
promote jackfruits of Meghalaya,” the 
chief minister said, while listing aspect 
of value added products and the right 
approach to brand and market.

According to a press release from 
the chief minister’s office Sangma said 
that the policy on Jackfruit Mission is 
one of the flagship programmes of the 
government that would encourage 
entrepreneurial activities and would 
help the farmers of the State to gener-
ate additional income from the fruit, 
which is found in every household in 
rural areas.

Detailing on the policy to promote 
jackfruit, Sangma said, “We already 
have the strength and if we push our 
farmers and entrepreneurs, we would 
be able to facilitate and handhold 
them to brand and market the fruit,” 
he said.

He also informed that cabinet 
has passed a resolution to create a 
new directorate for food processing 
to facilitate promotion of agriculture 
and horticulture products. He said 
that the directorate will also facilitate 
entrepreneurs who would be keen 
to start ventures in the field of food 
processing.

“Food processing directorate will 
specifically look into value addition 
of agriculture and horticulture pro-
duces,” he added.

The first state level Jackfruit Fruit 
Festival 2018 was organised by the 
Department of Agriculture with the 
theme – “The Humble Jack – with a 
large heart.” Different value added 
jackfruit items were displayed and sold 
during the festival.

Agriculture Minister Banteidor 
Lyngdoh said that jackfruit has a huge 
potential and government would tap 

the opportunity to leverage the in-
come of the farming community and 
the rural farmers.

“We are taking strong initiative to 
boost development in the State and 
Jackfruit Mission is one of the agenda 
to uplift the farmers of the State,” he 
said.

Lyngdoh informed that recently he 
met Union Agriculture Minister and 
has sought for more funds to create 
infrastructure and facilities for the 
farming community. He also urged the 
officials of the agriculture department 
to have an innovative approach to 
enhance the livelihood of the farmers.  

Additional Chief Secretary K N 
Kumar said that the festival would 
generate curiosity in the urban areas 
of the state. He said that 75 per cent 
of ripe jackfruit in the state is wasted 
every year and through the mission 
the government would be able to tap 
the potential of jackfruit.

Through the mission the govern-
ment will make an investment of 
about 80 cr over the period of five years 
of which 50 cr will be central share 
and rest would be borne by the state 
government.  

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 6 (EMN): The National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes 
(NCST) will look into the grievances 
of the tribals and monitor the imple-
mentation of the government schemes 
and programmes meant for the tribals. 
The Vice Chairperson Anusuiya Uikey 
of NCST conveyed this while speaking 
at a day long discussion on “Aware-
ness and Orientation Programme on 
Constitutional Rights of the Scheduled 
Tribes in India” and interaction with 
the tribals leaders at Tribal Research 
Institute hall in Imphal on Friday.

The awareness and Orientation 
Programme was organised by the 

All Tribal Students’ Union Manipur 
(ATSUM).

Vice Chairperson Anusuiya Uikey 
led NCST team which include mem-
ber HK Damor and Deputy Secretary 
PT Jameskutty was here to oversee the 
overall problems and grievances of the 
tribals in Manipur.

In the day’s programme, NCST 
Vice Chairperson who was the former 
chairperson of Madhya Pradesh ST 
Commssion also expressed the need 
to raise tribals voice to get their rights 
in the country. She also shared the lack 
of awareness of tribal rights among 
the tribals.

Earlier, president of ATSUM Varei-

yo Shatsang gave the welcome speech 
of the programme while the chairman 
RH Gonmei of Manipur state commis-
sion for ST highlighted the activities 
of the commission since its establish-
ment in February 2017.

Later representatives of the tribal 
bodies and villages submitted their 
written memorandums to the visit-
ing NCST Vice Chairperson. Those 
who submitted the written memo-
randums include Tarao Student’s Un-
ion, Manipur University Tribal stu-
dents’ union, Indira Gandhi National 
Tribal University Manipur campus 
students union,Forest dwellers body 
etc.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 6 (EMN): Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) held its 231 Session at 
KAAC session hall on Friday, July 
6 in front of Deputy Chairman, 
KAAC Ritesh Enghi.

CEM, KAAC Tuliram Rong-
hang while placing the interim 
reports of the house committee 
on the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) on the Accounts 
of KAAC, said “The financial al-
location to the KAAC from the 
state government do not reach 
on time which hampers the 
development process. Revenue 
from motor vehicle tax has not 
been received by KAAC for some 
years.

Ronghang, while placing 
the interim report of House 
Committee on the Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) on 
the accounts of KAAC for the 
year ended 31st March, 2011-
12, to 2015-16, which was held 
on May 18, June 8, 19 and 25. 
The interim report of the House 
Committee stated that the CAG 
reveals that the KAAC lacks 
proper control over expendi-
ture on inherent function and 
inadequate revenue generation 
resulting in revenue deficit. 
Hence the House Committee 
suggested to the members of 
the august house of KAAC to 
adopt measures for control of 
over expenditure and to adopt 
policies to earn more revenue. 
The House Committee also 
observed that funds to KAAC 
are released just at the end of 
financial year resulting in under 
utilisation of deposit funds in 
KAAC and suggested that the 
members of KAAC take up the 
matter with the state govern-
ment so that funds could be 
utilised within the financial year.

As per the CAG report re-
vealed that payable royalty of 
INR 607000 against bamboo 
extract by Hindustan Paper 
Corporation Limited (HPCL) is 
to be received by KAAC. There is 

a short fall of revenue from entry 
tax gate, markets, ghats etc and 
an amount of INR 19.35 cr from 
the state government as revenue 
of motor vehicle tax. The CAG 
report also observed that KAAC 
is poor in maintaining financial 
rules & procedures. The House 
Committee suggested that 
KAAC should strictly adhere to 
financial rules and procedures 
and maintain proper book of 
accounts and to strengthen the 
financial department.

The CEM informed the 
House that KAAC will be soon 
meeting Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal and Finance 
Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa 
Sarma for timely release of 
funds. “The Team Karbi An-
glong comprising of elected 
members and officials of KAAC 
are together working effortlessly 
for development of Karbi An-
glong, but the state government 
is delaying release of funds. If 
funds are not released on time 
than development work will be 
put on halt,” CEM Ronghang 
said. Later, the CEM told media 
persons after the Session that 
very soon delegation of three 
hill districts of Karbi Anglong, 
West Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao comprising the CEMs 
and EMs and MACs of KAAC 
and NCHAC and BJP party 
leaders will be meeting Prime 
Minister on Autonomous State 
issue. Chairman, House Com-
mittee, MAC, D. Uphing Maslai 
informed the House that un-
timely release of fund alloca-
tion from state government is 
the main hurdle for taking up 
development by KAAC and it 
has to be corrected after hav-
ing proper discussion with the 
state government. There are 
also other areas where KAAC is 
losing revenue and should be 
covered. EMs Pradip Rongpi, 
Jagatsing Engti and MAC Dors-
ing Ronghang also spoke on 
the CAG report of the House 
Committee.
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Manipur Chief Minister N Biren speaking at the first ever fish farmers meet in Imphal on Friday, July 6. 

Conrad K. Sangma speaking at the inaugural function of the Medical Seminar cum Continuing 
Medical Education in Shillong.

Mirror Crossword 1871sud0ku 1711
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1870

ACROSS
1. Jeweller’s unit of weight
6. Intertwine
10. Ansate cross
14. Without company
15. S-shaped curve in molding
16. Edible root
17. Supply again with workers or 

soldiers
18. Pontiff
19. Hawaiian feast
20. Seeks to discover
22. Short people
24. Oxlike antelope
25. Hairy
26. Consider
29. Accomplished
30. Faucets
31. A stretching out
37. Characteristic
39. Aged
40. Native tribe
41. Foolish person
44. Fees
45. Equal
46. City in the southern Ukraine
48. Had proof of innocence
52. Think or suppose (archaic)
53. Make ready for publication
54. Before birth
58. Semi-precious gem
59. Concept
61. Make amends
62. Search
63. Require
64. Russian revolutionary
65. Historical periods
66. Unit of heredity
67. Frock 

DOWN
1. Worry or anxiety
2. “Jeopardy” host ____ Trebek
3. Play roughly
4. Painkiller
5. Wooden projections in joints
6. Acts listless or depressed

7. Conceits
8. Separate (abbrev.)
9. Paying attention
10. Bound collection of maps
11. South Pacific island
12. Tough wrapping paper
13. Home
21. Ploy
23. Destroy
25. Largest Japanese island
26. Attention (abbrev.)
27. Indian dress

28. Extent
29. Sorrow or distress
32. Ran
33. Low-lying coastal land
34. Debts
35. Has obligations or duties
36. Space agency
38. Subject 
42. Rendezvous
43. Minute surface opening
47. ______ Trump
48. Got up

49. Afflicted with Hansen’s 
disease

50. Greek nymph, mother to 
Teucer (Greek mythology)

51. Hesitates
52. Exchange
54. Wedge-shaped end of a 

hammer
55. Musical sound
56. Licorice-flavored seed
57. Focuses light
60. D

solutions to suD0ku 1710

Sufficient fish production 
by 2020 – Manipur CM

M’laya CM lauds BSF’s health care initiative

M’laya CM launch draft policy on jackfruit mission

NCST to look into the grievances of tribals

KAAC session held News IN BrIef
Childline Karbi Anglong 
inaugurated by DC
Diphu, July 6 (EMN): ‘Childline Karbi Anglong 
was formally inaugurated by the Deputy Commi-
sioner, Karbi Anglong, Mridul Kr. Mahanta, here 
at Jirsong Asong, Diphu on Friday, July 6. Mahanta 
appreciated the Jirsong Asong for the introduction 
of Childline for safety and security of children of 
the district and assured to extend the necessary 
support needed from district administration in 
the effort to defend the rights of children and en-
suring their protection. Mahanta further said that 
every citizen has the responsibility to safeguard 
children in distress or in need of care and protec-
tion. Nodal Director, Nagaland and Governing 
Board member of Childline India Foundation 
(CIF) S Longkumer gave a brief presentation about 
the history and aim of Childline 1098. Earlier, Di-
rector, Jirsong Asong, Dr. Fr. Tomy Paley gave the 
welcome address, while introduction of guests 
was taken up by Centre Coordinator of Childline 
Karbi Anglong Bulu Terang.  (Our Correspondent)

Free ration for ten tribal 
blocks in Tripura — Minister
Agartala, July 6 (PTI): The Tripura government 
will distribute free ration to about 62,000 tribals 
in the remote areas for two months immediately, 
a minister said today. The decision was taken in 
a cabinet meeting last evening, state Education 
Minister Ratan Lal Nath told reporters. He said 
“the BPL families in ten tribal blocks will get this 
facility for two months because during this time 
they face shortage of foods.” He also said that one 
family would get 20 kg of rice per month and for 
this 2442 tonnes of rice would be required. The 
government also announced a hike in transport 
fare by 20 per cent in view of increased fuel prices 
and other material cost, Transport Minister Prana-
jit Singha Roy said.

AR organises blood donation 
camp in Shillong
Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): Assam Rifles organised a 
blood donation camp at HQ DGAR, Laitkor, Shil-
long on Saturday, July 6 in association with North 
Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health 
& Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS), Shillong ac-
cording to a press note. More than 100 Assam 
Rifles personnel including officers, JCOs, jawans 
volunteered and donated blood along with a joint 
team of Doctors from Assam Rifles & NEIGRIHMS 
and medical staff who supervised the camp.
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Dimapur Peace Channel hosts summer camp
Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): The Peace 
Channel team of Dimapur con-
ducted a summer camp at the 
DBIDL Hall in Don Bosco cam-
pus, in Dimapur on July 2 and 
3rd. A press release from Peace 
Channel on Thursday informed 
that the camp was organised in 
collaboration with NEI- Action 
Desk-NCCI and DAN. 

According to the update, 
the programme was conducted 
on the theme, “Transformed by 
Peace to transform the World.” It 
was conducted with objectives 
to make the peace club members 
understand the concept of peace, 
conflict, peace building, peace 
education, and youth as peace 
builders in the society. 

A peace activist, Garrol Lotha 
spoke about peer mediation stat-
ing that it was a process of inter-
vening in a conflict situation by 
students to resolve student issues 
as a third neutral party. Lotha 
stressed on the need of peer medi-
ation in the school settings which 

she said would help the students 
to resolve issues among them-
selves. She mentioned the quali-
ties and skills needed to be a good 
mediator which includes good 
communication skills, respect 
for the peers, confidentiality, em-
pathy, leadership potentials, and 
willingness to receive feedbacks. 

On the same note, peace ac-
tivist Patrick Tungoe also stated 
that peer mediation is a process 

in which students solve the prob-
lems that may occur in institutes. 
He said students can play the 
role of mediator in situations 
like misunderstanding between 
students, teasing or name-calling, 
relationship arguments, accusa-
tions, and destruction of property 
among others. Tungoe urged the 
students to follow the four basic 
principles to be a mediator: self-
determination, confidentiality, 

voluntary consent, and neutrality.
Speaking on leadership, Li-

angamang Robert said that lead-
ership is the ability to translate 
unlimited potentials into desired 
results in which one has to become 
a leader to him first. “Leadership is 
very common but it is important 
how one performs it. The charac-
teristics of leadership are not posi-
tion, title and personal attributes 
rather leadership means being 

calm, confident, courageous and 
consistent,” stated Robert.  

Kishor Das highlighted the 
importance of human rights and 
stated that it was an integral part 
of human life that distinguishes 
human beings from other living 
beings. He mentioned some of 
the rights which are essential for 
dignified human existence—food, 
clothing, shelter, and medical care. 
He further mentioned that right to 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 5th July 18

NOTICE
No.M-235/18/2566-67    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
MAONGTEMJEN -Vrs- YASHILA IMCHEN resident of KEVIJAU Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 5.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: MAONGTEMJEN
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 610
Dag No: 390/711, Area: 00B-01K-11 Ls
North: Road, South: Nallah, 
East: Maongtemjen, West: Chubatoshi

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5667

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 6th July 18

NOTICE
No.M-238/18/2623-24    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Toshimenba 
-Vrs- Limasungit Ao resident of Indisen Village Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 6.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Toshimenba
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 458
Dag No: 557/601, Area: 00B-00K-09 Ls
North: Isaac, South: Approach Road, 
East: Toshimenba, West: Land Owner Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5668

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 4th July 18

NOTICE
No.M-232/18    Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Sukumba 
Ao -Vrs- Talimaong Jamir resident of Fellowship Colony Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 4.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Sukumba Ao
Village/Block No: 3, Patta No: 1715
Dag No: 69/2021, Area: 00B-00K-19 Ls
North: Merentoshi, South: Ao changer, 
East: Reba Aier, West: Main Road

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5664

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 6th July 18

NOTICE
No.M-237/18/2625-26    Notice is hereby given that Shri J.K. Heni -Vrs- Shri. 
H. Athihe Aruna resident of K.Sachu Colony Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this court 
in writing on or before 5.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. J.K. Heni
Village/Block No: 9, Patta No: 565
Dag No: ______, Area: 00B-03K-15 ½ Ls
North: Army Camp, South: App. Road, 
East: Tari Zeliang, West: App. Road Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5667

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 5th July 18

NOTICE
No.M-240/18    Notice is hereby given that Shri. Vito Aomi -Vrs- Z. 
Aito Aomi resident of  __________ Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this court 
in writing on or before 5.8.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Vito Aomi
Village/Block No: Puranabazar (AK), Patta No: 1067
Dag No: 212/1611, Area: 01B-00K-00 Ls
North: River, South: Tohoshe Awomi, 
East: Kakheto Zhimo, West: Qhevihe Chishi Swe Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5666

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Shri. KEDUOKIEO DZÜVICHÜ H/o LATE. VIKEDUOU 
Typist, Home Deptt. SAB ‘A’ Nagaland Kohima, resident of L. Khel, Kohima 
Village, has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late Wife- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service 
benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.10530653746 SBI New Sectt. Branch & N.R.B. 
Kohima Village Branch A/c No.27006011291. Who expired on 05.06.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection  
if any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2646

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV   Dated Kohima, the 25th June, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. REPABENLA W/o LATE. AOSANGBA SANGTAM, Fitter 
Grd-III, PHED (CE) Urban, Kohima, resident of High School Colony, 
Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other 
service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20303800970 SBI High School 
Junction Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 08.01.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection  
if any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2645

D-5665

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dtd. Dimapur the 29th June 2018

NOTICE
NO.VLS-06/17-D/2350-51/  in the matter of petition submitted by Shri.Vikheshe 
Katty F/o Shri Babito Katty resident of  Kuda Village, B-Khel, Nagarjan, Dimapur 
for change/rectification of name and surname in his son’s land Patta/Jamabandi 
bearing Patta No.592, under Dag No.623/799 measuring an area of  00B-02K-
04Ls. at Darogapathar (A.K) of  Mouza No.3. 
Now the said land Patta/Jamabandi is proposed to be change/rectify basing on 
the Affidavit Regd. No. -8162/18, dtd.-31/01/2018 sworn before the Notary 
Public as Shri. Bebito Assumi S/o Shri. Vikheshe Assumi and not Shri. Babito 
Katty S/o Shri. Vikheshe Katty as recorded in the Jamabandi. 
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said plot of 
land and if any should be submitted to this Court in written within 1(one) month 
from the date of issue of this notice. 

Sd/- SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL, IAS 
Deputy Commissioner, 

Dimapur: Nagaland

THE UPLIFTMENT  
HEALTH CARE SOCIETY

PILES TREATMENT
AYURVEDIC MEDICINE

KABIRAJ .MD. TAJ KHAN
1. Piles Bleeding 
2. Piles Fistula 3. Asthma 
4. Ladies White Discharge 
5. Sinus & Tonsil 6. Allergy 
Ringworm 7. Gastric
Add:- KEDITSU CENTRE
 2nd Floor, Opposite War 

Cemetery
 Kohima, Nagaland - 797001.
 TIME: 9:30 am - 4:00 pm, 

Daily.
 Phone: 9856537833

K-1784

I, Shri Vikluto John S/o Lt. J. Viswedel John of Viswema village, 
District Kohima do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:-
1. That my official name is VIKLUTO JOHN S/o Lt. J. Viswedel as 
entered in my Indigenous Inhabitant Certificate/Schedule Tribe and all 
other official/academic documents.
2. That, my name has been entered as ALO JOHN S/o Viswedel in the 
Jamabandi respect of a land measuring 0B-1K-07 ½ Ls, at Burma Camp 
Mouza No.3, Dimapur under Dag No.345 covered by Patta No.231, Block 
No.11.
3. That the names VIKLUTO JOHN and ALO JOHN are both my names 
and pertain to one and the same person.
4. That the contents of this declaration are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief and nothing is concealed therein.

Solemnly affirmed and declare before me on this 9th day of May 2018.
1st Class Magistrate

Deponent

Regd. No.513 Date: 09.05.2018AFFIDAVIT

D-5663

N OT I C E 
Dated Kohima, the 6th July’2018

NO.TOUR/TP-1/2003-2004/814 //  :: This is for information to the general public 
that Department of Tourism, Government of Nagaland is pleased to announce that the 
Department is looking to bring out a new Tourism policy 2018. For which the department 
has uploaded the Draft Tourism Policy 2018 in the state departments’ website www.
nagalandtourism.com with the aim to involve public stakeholders’ consultation in the 
process. In this regard, all are requested to kindly visit the website and provide your 
views and comments on our facebook page nagalandtourism which will be carefully 
examined and whereby relevant suggestions will be incorporated in the same for 
publication of the final broad based Tourism Policy.

(Ajanuo Belho) 
Jt. Director 

Directorate of Tourism

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM 

NAGALAND: KOHIMA 

KG-2643

GOVERNMENT OF   NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
ADVERTISEMENT FOR ADMISSION TO CLASS VIII AT RASHTRIYA 

INDIAN MILITARY COLLEGE DEHRADUN FOR JULY 2019 TERM
1. Only boys are eligible to apply for admission to the RIMC, Dehradun. Candidates 

appearing for the above exam should not be less than 111/2 yrs (eleven and half ) 
in age but should not have been attained the age of 13 yrs as on 01 July 2019 i.e. 
they should not be born earlier than 2nd July 2006 and not later than 1st Jan 2008. 

2. Candidates should either be studying in class VII or Pass Class VII from any 
recognised school at the time of admission to the RIMC i.e. 1st July 2019.

3. The written part of the examination will consist of three papers namely English 
and Mathematics (on 1st Dec 2018) and General Knowledge (on 2nd Dec 2018). 
The Oral interview will be held on 04th April 2019 for only those candidates who 
qualify in the written Exam and the candidates will be informed of result of 
written examination by early March 2019.

4. Application form Cum Prospectus and booklet of old Question papers can be 
obtained from RIMC, through speed post by forwarding self addressed slip and 
an account payee bank demand draft of Rs 600/- for General candidate and Rs 
555/- for SC/ST candidates. The Demand Draft will be made in favour of THE 
COMMANDANT, RIMC DEHRADUN, DRAWEE BRANCH, STATE BANK OF INDIA, TEL 
BHAVAN, DEHRADUN,(BANK CODE -01576) UTTARKHAND. 

5. Application on prescribed form accompanied by 2 passport size photographs, 
Domicile certificate of the candidate, Birth certificate issued by Municipal 
Corporation, ST/SC certificate and certificate from the Principal stating Date 
of birth and class of the candidate, should reach the Directorate of School 
Education on or before 30th September 2018.  

Sd/-
(SMITA SARANGI) IAS

Principal Director.
Issued by DIPR KG
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PARKING STAND AT
 DIMAPUR RAILWAY STATION 

TENDER NOTICE NO. :  C/07 of
2018, Dtd. : 02-07-2018. Open 
Tenders in sealed covers (Single 
packet) are invited by Sr. Divisional 
Commercial Manager, Northeast 
Frontier Railway, Lumding to 
award contract to run Parking 
stand at the Dimapur Railway 
station (Demarcating area 9508 
Sq Mt.) over Lumding Division 
for a period of 03(three) years for 
collection of parking fee/charges 
from the users/vehicle owners for 
parking their vehicles mentioned 
against the rate fixed by the 
Railways. Vehicles to be Parked: 
Two Wheeler, Three Wheeler & 
Four Wheeler.  Reserved Price 
(annual in Rs.) excluding service 
tax:  ` 8,00,000/- (P.A) for 1st 
year; Earnest Money : ` 80,000/-
;  Tender forms may be obtained  
from the offices of the Sr. Divisional 
Commercial Manager, Lumding, 
Area Office Badarpur and Assistant 
Commercial Manager, Guwahati 
from 10.00 hours of 09-07-18 upto 
17.00 hours of  07-08-18 on all 
working days. Sealed tender may 
be dropped in the Tender boxes 
kept in the offices of the   Sr. 
Divisional Commercial Manager, 
Lumding, Assistant Commercial 
Manager, Guwahati and Area 
office Badarpur, N.F. Railway 
from 10.00 hours of 09-07-2018 
upto 15.00 hours of 08-08-2018  
on all working days and it will be 
opened on 16.00 hours of  10-08-
2018  in the office of Sr. Divisional  
Commercial Manager, Lumding. 
Detailed Tender Notice and Tender 
Documents are available at www.
nfr.indianrailways.gov.in.
Divisional Commercial Manager, 

Lumding
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

education, right to freedom 
of culture, right to freedom 
of speech and expression, 
and right to free movement 
are essential for the develop-
ment of human personality.

Kishor urged the par-
ticipants to respect every-
one irrespective of caste, 
colour, gender, tribe or 
background and also en-
couraged them to promote 
peace and human rights as 

peace club member and set 
an example for others.    

The press note men-
tioned that 120 students 
along with eight teachers 
from different institutions 
participated during the 
programme. The students 
were edified on emotional 
handling skills, leadership 
skills, peer mediation, inner 
peace, human rights, and 
peace through music.

Dimapur, July 6 (EMN): 
Peren District Planning 
& Development Board 
(DPDB) meeting was held 
on Fri. July 6 at the new 
deputy commissioner’s 
office complex in Peren 
under the chairmanship 
of the vice chairman of the 
board, S Tainiu.

A DIPR news bulletin, 
while informing about the 
meeting, informed that 
the advisor for Irrigation 
and Flood Control, Namri 
Nchang who is also the 
chairman of the board 
appealed the board mem-
bers to ban hunting and 
fishing and to sensitise the 
villagers about it. 

Also, Namri Nchang 
asked the Forest depart-
ment to check logging in 
the district and adminis-
trative officers to monitor 
land encroachment on 
government land in the 
towns and the district.

The board chairman 
further asked the mem-
bers and officers to be in 
station so as to facilitate 
the public and further cau-
tioned all the erring offic-
ers that he will not hesitate 
to take up action. 

The board also re-
viewed its last meeting 
especially with regard to 
‘shifting of offices, water 
supply and electrification 

in all offices at the New DC 
Complex’. 

The chief mediavl of-
ficer of Peren gave power 
point presentation on po-
lio, rubella, measles and 
vaccination in the district.

Press secretary to chief 
ministe, Pausui Zeliang, 
also spoke in the meeting, 
and appealed the officers 

to be sincere and dedi-
cate themselves to public 
services for the uplift of 
the entire district. Other 
issues like improvement 
of road from Athibung to 
Khelma, Upgradation of 
GMS Ekesingram village 
to GHS was also discussed 
during the meeting, the 
DIPR stated.

Peren planning board 
meeting for July held 

Peace Channel team with the campers during the two-day summer camp at the DBIDL Hall in Don Bosco campus, in Dimapur.
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PATH
Laura’s mom was battling cancer. One morning Laura prayed for her with a friend. Her friend, who 

had been disabled for years by cerebral palsy, prayed: “Lord, you do everything for me. Please do 
everything for Laura’s mother.”

Laura was deeply moved by her friend’s “declaration of dependence” on God. Reflecting on the mo-
ment, she said, “How often do I acknowledge my need for God in everything? It’s something I should do 
every day!”

During His days on earth Jesus demonstrated continual dependence on His heavenly Father. One might 
think that because Jesus is God in a human body, He would have the best of all reasons to be self-sufficient. 
But when the religious authorities asked Him to give a reason for “working” on a legally ordained day of rest 
because He healed someone on the Sabbath, He responded, “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing” (John 5:19). Jesus declared His dependence as well!

Jesus’s reliance on the Father sets the ultimate example of what it means to live in relationship with 
God. Every moment we draw breath is a gift from God, and He wants our lives to be filled with His strength. 
When we live to love and serve Him through our moment-by-moment prayer and reliance on His Word, we 
are declaring our dependence on Him.

I need You for everything, Lord! Help me to live to serve You. 
I praise You for being my Savior and my strength!

Declaring 
Dependence

BIBLE READ:  JOHN 5:16–23 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Apart from me you can do nothing. 
~   John 15:5 

Traders’ Prey

T
he consumers remain 
innocent and ignorant 
of what will harm their 
health when eaten and 

thus remained easy prey to preda-
tors, the traders of all food items 
which are not organic. After years 
of remaining insensitive to general 
health of the citizens of the State of 
Nagaland, for the first time, Naga-
land Health Department has just 
done one thing right and befit-
ting in exposing how the people of 
Nagaland are being fed with con-
taminated fish for years followed 
by seizures of consignments of 
formalin injected fish from trad-
ers which is poisonous for health. 
Kudos to those authorities who 
took sincere initiatives in the in-
terest of the gullible consumers. 
The general public deserves such 
protective actions of the Govt. all 
the time.  Not only fish supplied 
to our markets is poisonous but 
several food items in the markets 
are adulterated in one way or the 
other as I believe. I do not very 
much trust the efficiency of food 
quality control under Govern-
ment of India (GOI). One instance 
led me to have lack of confidence 
in the system in the country is that 
the 91st Amendment of the Con-
stitution of India was to downsize 
the Jumbo size ministries to 15% 

of the total number of any Legis-
lative Assembly. In the process, 
States started violating the law at 
will, and yet the Union Govt. had 
no botheration lest there be law 
suits in the court by private indi-
viduals/parties against the viola-
tion of the law. When the Supreme 
Court of India intervened in one of 
such case and ordered for enforce-
ment of the said law, its applica-
tion was made simply haphazard 
and erratic as against the principle 
of uniform enforcement as though 
the law was made for convenient 
use of the individual States. This 
being the Indian attitude towards 
its laws, I believe Indian laws are at 
the mercy of the rich and power-
ful even in respect of production 
of food items. Laws are adequately 
framed but compromises and ma-
nipulations of those laws are tac-
itly allowed just as the downsizing 
law. Whereas, the innocent com-
mon man is the ultimate victim of 
such lawlessness. 

Specifically, by experience, 
when fish is caught from pond in 
Dimapur and to be transported to 
Kohima without delay has to be 
in ice lest even within three hours 
it starts rotting because it is pure 
and without preservative agent as 
poisonous formalin. Prior to de-
tection and seizure of hundreds 

of kilograms of formalin injected 
fishes in the State, I used to won-
der how fishes  in the market 
could last for so long without ice 
being used. 

Thus, our people are being 
treated worst than guinea pig by 
mercantile traders for decades in 
absence of the State Govt’s vigil to 
check illegal trade. A guinea pig 
gets undivided attention of the re-
searcher when placed under test, 
whereas, none bothers about the 
welfare of the ignorant consum-
ers of such amount of chemical 
laced fish to the delight of power-
ful traders. Consumption of con-
taminated fish or any adulterated 
food item is nothing but slow poi-
soning of the body. According to 
Indian law, whether supply of poi-
soned food item for general con-
sumption is considered crime or 
not? Being not a lawyer myself, I 
poised this question to Naga law-
yers. When a man uses any weap-
on and kills another man or when 
accidentally a person is injured or 
killed under the wheels of a vehi-
cle, the act of the aggressor is con-
sidered a crime. Eating formalin 
laced fish by one will not cause 
him to die instantly except that 
it will steadily destroy his system 
and by which he may suffer from 
cancer or from any fatal system 
failure. Slow poisoning or instant 
death has similar end result. 

The public therefore must not 

remain mute spectators to what 
is happening in today’s Naga-
land. We, the consumers, are not 
animals in the zoo. We are created 
by God not be the simple prey to 
those greedy and manipulative 
predators, the traders. We, the 
consumers, do not eat the fish free 
of cost. The quality and quantity 
of the fish must worth our money. 
We have fundamental rights to 
fight against exploitation. 

How Govt. of Nagaland is han-
dling this particular issue of sup-
plying poisonous food item to Na-
galand market?

1. Monitoring the consign-
ment of fish has to be on regu-
lar basis and not one time show 
like Swatch Bharat by which VIPs 
sweeping the dirty street with 
broom and had it telecast and 
splashed it in front pages of news 
papers. One seizure and subse-
quent exposure in the media is 
never the solution to the menace. 
Such exhibitionism will not deter 
the predators to stop supplying 
contaminated fish to our markets.

2. Whether those traders 
caught selling adulterated fish are 
allowed scot-free without being 
appropriately punished? If any 
culprit happens to be indigenous 
Naga trader, beside being pun-
ished his trade license should be 
cancelled. If the trader happens 
to be a non-local, beside slapping 
punishment, he should be ban-

ished from Nagaland along with 
cancellation of his trade license. 
In the recent seizures, if not the 
Govt. preferred to shelve its pu-
nitive actions against the erring 
traders in secret, nothing is heard 
about how it dealt with those trad-
ers beside seizing their items. 

3. Lest the State Govt. be-
comes serious and enforces the 
law on the issue in question de-
terminately by competent and 
honest authority, it will become 
another Nagaland Liquor Total 
Prohibition Act. Unless the moni-
tors have integrity, they may start 
certifying formalin-fishes which 
will once again fill our markets. In 
the event of law enforcers and un-
scrupulous traders combined and 
become one party as just in the 
case of liquor, the temporary ban 
of sale of formalin injected fish 
will be just a futile exercise. 

4. It is highly appreciable that 
four Districts have now banned 
import of fish. The ban must con-
tinue till the Govt. strengthens the 
system of monitoring by which 
import of such harmful food 
item is sensitized and checked. 
For we can survive without eat-
ing fish, rather how many people 
were poisoned to death because 
of consumption of contaminated 
fish. Be serious, after all, what is 
more important than health of 
the people.

Z. Lohe 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Safest 
Places in 
the World

F
ive years ago I lived in a hous-
ing estate that was so safe that 
I didn't even own a front door 
key. Our only line of defence 

against evil was a deeply confused dog 
which barked at family members and 
gave strangers a friendly licking.

(My wife tells me to be kind, since 
dogs have brains the size of walnuts, 
but I argue that a walnut would be 
cheaper and more effective, since you 
can throw it at people and it never 
needs its poop picked up. But what-
ever.)

Safe places to live were on my 
mind after a reader sent in a news re-
port about what is being called "the 
safest place in the world". Eibenthal 
is a village with a little church in the 
mountains of Romania. Inhabitants 
hang money in bags on lampposts. 
The baker passes by, takes the money 
and leaves food behind.

But there are super-safe places 
everywhere, if you know where to 
look. India has Shani Shingnapur, a 
famously low-crime town of 3,000 
people in Maharashtra where most 
houses don't even have doors, let 
alone locks.

This columnist wrote about it a 
few years ago when a bank was built 
there. Townsfolk ordered executives 
at UCO Bank to follow tradition and 
have no locks on its doors. The bank-
ers thought this was a bit unusual for 
a bank, but were willing to cooperate. 
You could imagine the discussion:

Townsfolk: "You must follow our 
tradition and not lock the doors of 
your bank."

Bankers: "Well, okay. It's your 
money."

Townsfolk: "Wait. Maybe we need 
to talk about this a bit more."

The only grumble came from lo-
cal police, but they could have taken 
inspiration from Sark, an island near 
England which maintained a tiny se-
curity presence.

In the 1970s it was invaded by 
France. The invasion fleet consisted of 
one Frenchman. The defending army 
consisted of a part-time policeman, 
who arrested the Frenchman without 
harming him. As wars go, it was rather 
sweet. (You can't say that about a lot 
of wars.)

Even the United States, which the 
media paints as a land of guns, has 
super-safe places. Wikipedia says top 
of the list is Irvine, California, which 
had 0.8 of a murder in the most recent 
year counted. How can you have 0.8 of 
a murder? Did the guy's hair survive or 
something?

Now here's the thing: You can cre-
ate individual safe spots. Over the 
years, this column has received doz-
ens of news reports about armed rob-
bers who failed because their would-
be crimes didn't fit the ambience.

Example: In 2012, a masked man 
entered a bar in the Netherlands and 
levelled a gun at people inside. Lost in 
the usual fog of drink and chatter you 
find in European bars, they ignored 
him. The whole thing is on YouTube, 
including the deflated robber's sad 
exit.

At a bank in Kowloon, Hong Kong, 
staff told a raider than they were far 
too busy to be robbed. He nodded and 
left the counter. The whole thing was 
marvellously civil.

Now I am not saying that our gen-
eration is creating a crime-free world. 
Given the propensity of snacks to 
disappear in this columnist's house, 
I can't even create a crime-free apart-
ment. Who took my walnut?

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based fre-
quent traveller. Send ideas and com-
ments via his Facebook page)

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

Prayerlessness is our declaration of independence from God. Daniel Henderson

Gene Therapy May Help Treat Chronic Kidney Disease

Abdominal Obesity May 
Increase Lower Urinary 
Tract Symptoms Risk

How Eating Canned Foods May 
Up Intestinal Disorder Risk

Machine Learning 
Technique May Detect 

Muscle Ageing in Elderly

S
cientists have found that 
administering gene ther-
apy may reverse damage 
in kidney cells, suggesting 

a potential treatment for chronic 
kidney disease characterised by 
gradual loss of its functions.

The research showed that 
whether adeno-associated virus 
(AAV) -- a relative of the virus that 
causes the common cold -- could 
deliver genetic material to dam-
aged cells in the kidneys.

They explained that diabetes, 
hypertension and other condi-
tions cause chronic kidney dis-
ease, which occurs when dam-
aged kidneys cannot effectively 
filter waste and excess fluids from 
the body.

"Chronic kidney disease is an 
enormous and growing problem. 
Unfortunately, over the years, we 
have not developed more effec-
tive drugs for the condition, and 
this reality is leading us to explore 

gene therapy," said Benjamin D. 
Humphreys from the Division of 
Nephrology at Washington Uni-
versity in the US.

In the study, published in Jour-
nal of the American Society of Ne-
phrology, the team evaluated six 
AAV viruses, both natural and syn-
thetic, in mice and in stem-cell-
derived human kidney organoids.

A synthetic virus, Anc80, cre-
ated by the researchers proved 
successful in reaching two types 

of cells that contribute to chronic 
kidney disease by secreting pro-
teins that gum up the organ and 
cause irreversible damage.

The results showed that the 
genetic material carried by Anc80 
was transferred successfully to the 
targeted kidney cells and the same 
virus was also used in gene ther-
apy strategies to treat mice with 
kidney scarring.

"The interesting thing about 
the adeno-associated viruses is 

that they persist in the body for 
many months, potentially giving 
a therapeutic gene a chance to do 
its work," Humphreys explained.

"Chronic kidney disease is a 
slowly progressive disease, so that 
is an advantage. After many more 
years of research, we could en-
vision that patients would need 
injections maybe twice a year as 
opposed to every week, like with 
chemo," Humphreys added.

Source: IANS

M
en with central (or abdominal) 
obesity are at increased risk of 
experiencing lower urinary tract 
symptoms, a new study suggests.

The researchers, including Haiying Zhang 
from Guangxi Medical University in China, also 
found that increased waist-to-hip ratio was as-
sociated with worsened straining and weak 
stream.

Central obesity or abdominal obesity, occurs 
when excessive abdominal fat around the stom-
ach and abdomen has built up to the extent that 
it is likely to have a negative impact on health.

For the study, published in the journal LUTS, 
the researchers explored the association be-
tween central obesity and lower urinary tract 
symptoms.

The researchers then examined the hypoth-
esis that central obesity measured by waist-to-
hip ratio is the prediction of the severity of lower 
urinary tract symptoms.

The study included a total of 2,917 eligible 
participants after screening.

Waist-to-hip ratio was a significant dif-
ference in the presence of lower urinary tract 
symptoms by univariate analysis, the research-
ers said.

Lower urinary tract symptoms were more 
frequent in the 60-year-old men with higher 
waist-to-hip ratio by using logistic regression 
after stratification by age, the researcher added.

The results suggested central obesity might 
be significantly associated with moderate or se-
vere symptoms. 

The association of central obesity and strain-
ing and weak stream were statistically significant 
after multivariate adjusted, the researchers said.

The researchers noted that lower urinary 
tract symptoms are highly prevalent in both ag-
ing men and women, and the relationship with 
obesity is controversial.

Source: IANS

A 
novel machine 
learning tech-
nique that would 
predict the bio-

logical age of a muscle and 
help combat sarcopenia 
has been developed.

Sarcopenia is one of 
the major age-related 
processes and involves 
the loss of skeletal muscles 
and its function. 

The deep-learning 
based model can be used 
to estimate the relevant 
importance of the genetic 
and epigenetic factors 
driving this process within 
many age groups. 

"We believe that the 
most effective anti-ageing 
therapy should be tissue-
specific, so we focused 
on the development of 
tissue-specific biomark-
ers of ageing. This work is 
an example of a marker 
of skeletal muscle tissue," 
said Polina Mamoshina, 
senior scientist at Insilico 
Medicine -- a US-based 
next-generation artificial 
intelligence company. 

In the study, detailed 
in the journal Frontiers in 
Genetics, the team ana-
lysed publicly available 
gene expression profiles 
of young and old tissues 
from healthy donors. 

Differential gene ex-
pression and pathway 
analysis were performed 

to compare signatures of 
young and old muscle tis-
sues and to preprocess the 
resulting data for a set of 
machine learning algo-
rithms. 

Then using several 
machine learning meth-
ods they predicted the age 
of samples based on their 
transcriptomic signatures. 

Ultimately, the trained 
age predictors were used 
to identify tissue-specific 
ageing clocks.

This combined data-
driven approach demon-
strates that age prediction 
models can become a 
powerful tool for identi-
fying prospective targets 
for geroprotectors, the re-
searchers said.

Age-associated mus-
cle wasting remains 
an important clinical 
challenge that impacts 
hundreds of millions of 
older adults. It is associ-
ated with serious negative 
health outcomes such as 
falls, impaired standing 
balance, physical disabil-
ity, and mortality. 

The many insights into 
sarcopenia from ageing 
research suggest that un-
derstanding the molecular 
mechanisms of muscle 
ageing can reveal novel 
potentially rejuvenating 
treatments.

Source: IANS

L
ove to eat canned foods 
packaged in plastic contain-
ers? Beware, it may increase 
your risk for developing in-

flammatory bowel disease (IBD) 
-- an intestinal disorder that cause 
prolonged inflammation of the di-
gestive tract, a study shows.

Bisphenol A (BPA) is an endo-
crine disrupting chemical used in 
consumer products such as water 
bottles, containers to store food 
and beverages among others and is 
known to affect the crucial stages of 
development.

Exposure to BPA may also wors-
en the symptoms of the disease and 
elevate the mortality risk compared 
to untreated groups, the findings 
showed.

"This is the first study to show 
that BPA can negatively impact gut 
microbial amino acid metabolism 
in a way that has been associated 
with IBD," said co-author Jennifer 
DeLuca from the nutrition and food 
science department of Texas A&M 
University in the US.

Previous research has shown 
that BPA can seep into food or bev-
erages from containers made with 
it and may have possible health ef-
fects on the behaviour, the brain and 
prostate glands of foetuses, infants 
and children.

"While the causes of IBD have 
not yet been determined, envi-
ronmental exposures such as diet, 
smoking, infections, altered gut 
microbiome and toxins or pollut-
ants are risk-factors for develop-
ment and relapse," said co-author 
Clint Allred, from the Texas A&M 
University in the US.

"One such risk factor, the hor-
mone oestrogen, has been linked 

with an increased risk of IBD and 
BPA can act as an oestrogen.

"Furthermore, BPA has been pre-
viously shown to alter gut microbes 
like the gut microbiota is altered in 
IBD patients," Allred said.

Because humans are frequently 
exposed to BPA through consump-
tion of canned foods and the use of 
polycarbonate plastic containers, 
it is important to find out just what 
effects BPA exposure may have on 
IBD, he noted. 

For the study, published in the 
journal Experimental Biology and 
Medicine, the team used animal 
models and examined data on body 
weight and fecal consistency in ad-
dition to inflammation, injury and 
nodularity of the colon.

The results showed that expo-
sure to BPA also increased the levels 
of several compounds that drive in-
flammation in the colon.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re at a dra-
matic climax in your monthly emotional cy-
cle today, Aries. It’s possible that you’ll erupt 
like a volcano. Don’t be ashamed of releasing 

these emotions. Your feminine and masculine natures 
are quite connected and they’re working harmoniously 
in order to express themselves to the fullest. Open the 
gates of communication and let the stampede charge 
through.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your Florence 
Nightingale side might make an appearance 
today, Taurus. Your default defense is to take 
care of yourself and others. That’s fine, but 

make sure you do it in a way that doesn’t deplete your 
vital life force. The key is to offer advice and then leave 
the situation. You aren’t responsible for others’ actions. 
Offer information, but leave the final decision up to the 
person you’re trying to help.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is a terrific 
day for you, Gemini. You’ll find that you can 
get quite a bit done using your quick mind and 
sharp wit. Information is flying fast and furi-

ous. Grab hold of what resonates with you and discard 
what doesn’t. The more informed you are, the better 
equipped you’ll be to handle the decisions of the day. 
Make sure you have all the facts before you proceed.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Often we ask 
ourselves, “Why me?” You might feel like 
you ask yourself this question more than 
anyone else, Cancer. Your life probably 

seems at times like a roller-coaster ride that never 
ends. Deep down, you realize that you’d have it no 
other way. Take a break from things today if you can. 
Communicate your thoughts and feelings to others. 
By talking it out, you’ll feel much better about the 
situation.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may find your 
brain buzzing around like a bee today, Leo. 
This is good. There’s a great deal of information 
that you need to process now. Have you been 

thinking about buying some new electronic equipment 
or small appliances for your home? Now is a great time to 
do some research on this project before you pull out your 
wallet. Use this day to gather facts.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t automati-
cally assume that you can work out all your 
problems by yourself, Virgo. Just the act of 
talking things over with others can help shed 

light on a situation that was baffling you earlier. Enlist 
the help of others in areas where you need help. Don’t 
be ashamed to ask for assistance. We all have problems 
and issues to deal with. You aren’t alone.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Get up early and 
get working, Libra. You have a lot of emo-
tional and physical energy that should help 
you accomplish whatever you need to do. 

The planetary energy is on your side. Take advantage of 
it to say what’s on your mind and get closer to wherever 
you need to be. Your active and receptive sides are in 
agreement today. You should be able to find a healthy 
balance between giving and receiving.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Feel free to 
speak up today, Scorpio. Perhaps no one has 
heard your point of view in a while. It’s proba-
bly important for them to hear it. Just because 

people don’t ask for your opinion, that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t valid. You have incredible intuitive insight that others 
fail to see. Don’t assume they know what you’re thinking 
- even though you probably know what they’re thinking.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Someone 
has turned on the fan and papers are flying 
everywhere, Sagittarius. The pace of things is 
picking up and you’re scrambling to pick up 

the pieces. Stay in close communication with others 
today. This will be your saving grace. You may require 
others’ help to fetch the stack of important documents 
that has blown across the room. Keep a close eye on 
things so you don’t lose your place in the game.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): No one is 
going to be catering to your needs today, 
Capricorn, so get up and do things on your 
own. You’ll find that there is little sympathy 

from others, and strong opinions are a dime a dozen. 
There’s a great deal of gossip buzzing around that you 
may be tempted to join in on. Don’t be an enabler of 
this sort of behavior. It’s only going to alienate you from 
others in the long run.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Listen close-
ly to the wind, for the answers are blowing 
around right in front of you today, Aquarius. 
Make contact with people you haven’t heard 

from in a while. You’ll find that you can be quite pro-
ductive where you least expect it. Ironically, the less you 
plan, the more you’ll get done. Be spontaneous in your 
actions. Revelations will come to you like lightning.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might find 
yourself sidestepping in order to avoid a 
commitment today, Pisces. Don’t keep giving 
someone the runaround. Be strong and let 

people know your thoughts even if you think their feel-
ings will be hurt. Your job is to protect your emotions. 
Other people can handle their own. Be aggressive if you 
have to be. Your own sanity depends on you being true 
to yourself.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Wire Staff

Ted Nordhaus  | Aeon

35,000+ Scientific Papers May Need to Be Retracted for Image Duplication

The Earth’s Carrying Capacity for Human Life is Not Fixed

While people commonly defer to science to provide an objective interpretation of the natural 
universe, the scientific record is continuously flawed and never perfect.

If  3.8% of  the 8,778,928 biomedical 
publications indexed in PubMed from 

2009-2016 contain a problematic 
image, and 10.6% of  that group 

contain images of  sufficient concern 
to warrant retraction, then we can 

estimate that approximately 35,000 
papers are candidates for retraction 

due to image duplication.

T
his startling extrapolation 
comes from an analysis of  
inappropriate images in pa-
pers published in one journal 

in a seven-year span, performed by a 
group of American biologists. They 
uploaded their findings in the form of  
a preprint paper to the biorXiv server 
on June 24.

The journal in question is Molecu-
lar and Cellular Biology. The biolo-
gists analysed 960 papers published in 
the journal between 2009 and 2016, 
and found that 6.1% (59) of them con-
tained “inappropriately duplicated” 
images. Of these 59, five were subse-
quently retracted from the journal, no 

action was taken in 12 cases and 42 of  
them were corrected without retrac-
tion.

The findings advocate that jour-
nals should institute measures to 
screen and correct/remove problemat-
ic images from submitted manuscripts 
before publication instead of allowing 
them to published as-is and, once is-
sues are identified, tackle them later. 
Apart from distorting the scientific 
record, the biologists also presented 
a revealing statistic: that pursuing re-
medial actions post-publication cost 6 
hours of staff time per paper on aver-
age whereas pre-publication, the same 
time cost was 30 minutes.

Although projecting that 35,000 
papers might have to be retracted 
sounds alarming, it’s certainly not 
surprising as far as the prevalence of  
mistakes is concerned. “My impres-
sion is that a majority of problems are 
the result of honest mistakes,” Arturo 
Casadevall, a professor of molecular 
biology at the Johns Hopkins School 
for Public Health, Baltimore, and 
one of the coauthors of the preprint, 
told The Hindu. “The fact that these 

papers could be corrected means that 
the figure problems did not affect the 
conclusions of the study.”

In October 2017, two scientists 
from the Netherlands reported that 
there were over 32,000 papers in the 
scientific literature that had described 
some finding or other drawn from 
analysis of contaminated cells. While 
the conclusions of these papers are not 
entirely void, they are not relevant to 
the pristine cells the papers authors’ 
thought they were working with. 
Compounding the problem was that 
over 500,000 other papers had cited 
these flawed ones to build on the con-
clusions, precipitating an avalanche of  
cascading mistakes.

While people commonly defer to 
science to provide an objective inter-
pretation of the natural universe, and 
tout its purportedly self-correcting ten-
dencies, the scientific record insofar as 
it is represented in the technical litera-
ture is continuously flawed and never 
perfect. Corrections to this record typi-
cally emerge in the order of decades, 
and it pays to be aware of these trends 
when we compose a concept of how 

science actually works and what lee-
way it deserves.

As Casadevall said, most mistakes 
pertaining to the images in their analy-
sis were ‘honest’ – as they presumably 
were in the case of papers reporting 
findings based on contaminated cell 
lines. However, this isn’t to say there 
can’t be a more organised sickness in 
the system of scientific research in the 
form of researchers deliberately ma-
nipulating images to score papers.

A common – and not inappropri-
ate – example festers in India. Here, 
due to a combination of factors too 
numerous, yet well known, to detail 
(see here and here, for example), re-
searchers often publish sub-par papers 
in predatory journals that typically 
don’t subject these texts to peer review 
and, in fact, will publish anything at 
all for a substantial fee. An analysis 
of papers published by Indian authors 
in 2016 revealed that “India had a 
1.93-times higher-than-predicted ratio 
of papers containing image duplica-
tion”.

A part of the problem here is the 
absence of a proper redressal or sanc-

tion mechanism. While universities 
include anti-misconduct pledges in 
policy documents, complaints of mis-
conduct against a faculty member can 
only be directed towards the offender’s 
colleagues, and there are no extra-
university regulations for what should 
happen next nor in what timeframe. 
As a result, swift and fitting action is 
almost unheard of, even against high-
profile offenders.

Elisabeth Bik, a microbiologist 
and scientific editorial director of  
uBiome, a company that provides 
microbiome-based precision medi-
cine services, led the 2016 analysis as 
well as was involved in the analysis of  
papers in Molecular and Cellular Bi-
ology. She wrote in the former paper, 
“Papers containing inappropriately 
duplicated images originated more 
frequently from China and India and 
less frequently from the United States, 
United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, or 
Australia” and that “ongoing efforts at 
scientific ethics reform in China and 
India should pay particular attention 
to issues relating to figure prepara-
tion”.

The bulk of problematic papers 
emerging from India are marred by 
plagiarism and self-plagiarism. One 
study showed in 2010 that of every 
100,000 papers published from In-
dia in the decade from 2001, 18 are 
fraudulent (the global average was 4). 
It only included data plagiarism in his 
analysis, and classified self-plagiarism 
and plagiarism of the text as ‘mis-
takes’. When the latter two factors 
are also classified as fraud, the fraud 
rate jumps to 44. According to an-
other study, the fraction of retracted 
articles published from India jumped 
from 0.017% in 2001-2005 to 0.037% 
in 2006-2010.

T.A. Abinandanan, a materials 
scientist at the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bengaluru, who performed the 
India analysis, has written on his blog, 
“Retraction of papers from Indian au-
thors shows a steep fall since 2007 – ei-
ther because Indian researchers know 
better now or because plagiarised pa-
pers are ever less likely to make it to 
print in the first place due to increas-
ingly widespread use of plagiarism de-
tecting software by journals.”

I
n a recent Nature Sustainability 
paper, a team of scientists con-
cluded that the Earth can sustain, 
at most, only 7 billion people at 

subsistence levels of consumption 
(and this June saw us at 7.6 billion). 
Achieving ‘high life satisfaction’ for 
everyone, however, would transgress 
the Earth’s biophysical boundaries, 
leading to ecological collapse.

Despite its seeming scientific pre-
cision, the claim is old, not new – the 
latest iteration of the longstanding 
assertion that our population and 
consumption might soon exceed the 
Earth’s fixed ‘carrying capacity’. The 
concept, tellingly, owes its origin to 
19th-century shipping, referring to the 
payload capacities of steam ships. It 
jumped from the inanimate to the ter-
restrial at the end of the 19th century, 
describing the maximum number of  
livestock or wild game that grassland 
and rangeland ecosystems could sus-
tain.

Applied to ecology, the concept is 
problematic. Cargo doesn’t multiply 
of its own volition. Nor can the ca-
pacity of an ecosystem be determined 
from an engineer’s drawings. None-
theless, environmental scientists have, 
for decades, applied the concept to hu-
man societies with a claimed precision 
that belies its nebulous nature.

The ecologist William Vogt was 
the first to do so in the 1940s, predict-
ing that overuse of agricultural land 
would lead to soil depletion and then 
catastrophe. In the late 1960s and ear-
ly ’70s, Paul Ehrlich focused on food 
production, and the Club of Rome on 
material resources; while latter-day 
environmental scientists and activists 
have focused more on the effects that 
pollution and habitat destruction will 
have on the ‘Earth systems’ that hu-
man wellbeing depends upon.

But all hold the same neo-Malthu-
sian view of human fertility and con-
sumption. From the 18th-century ar-
guments of Reverend Thomas Robert 
Malthus onwards, prophets of envi-
ronmental doom have imagined that 
in response to abundance, humans 
would respond with more – more 
children and more consumption. Like 
protozoa or fruit flies, we keep breed-
ing and keep consuming until the re-

sources that allow continuing growth 
are exhausted.

In reality, human fertility and 
consumption work nothing like this. 
Affluence and modernisation bring 
falling, not rising fertility rates. As our 
material circumstances improve, we 
have fewer children, not more. The 
explosion of human population over 
the past 200 years has not been a result 
of rising fertility rates but rather fall-
ing mortality rates. With better public 
health, nutrition, physical infrastruc-
ture and public safety we live much 
longer.

Today, in the United States, Eu-
rope, Japan, much of Latin America, 
even parts of India, fertility rates are 
below replacement, ie the average 
number of children born per woman 
is below two. Much of the rest of the 
world will likely follow suit over the 
next few decades. As a result, most 
demographers project that the human 
population will peak, and then begin a 
slow decline, in some cases before the 
end of this century.

For this reason, today’s warnings 
of impending ecological collapse 
mostly focus on rising consumption, 
not population growth. As many now 
acknowledge, our social biology might 
not function like protozoa, but capital-
ism does. It cannot survive without 
endless growth of material consump-
tion.

There is no particularly well-estab-
lished basis for this claim and plenty 
of evidence to the contrary. The long-
term trend in market economies has 
been towards slower and less resource-
intensive growth. Growth in per-cap-
ita consumption rises dramatically 
as people transition from rural agrar-
ian economies to modern industrial 
economies. But then it tails off. Today, 
western Europe and the US struggle to 
maintain 2 per cent annual growth.

The composition of affluent econ-
omies changes as well. Manufacturing 
once accounted for 20 per cent or more 
of economic output and employment 
in most developed economies. Today, 
it is as low as 10 per cent in some, with 

the vast majority of economic output 
coming from knowledge and service 
sectors with significantly lower mate-
rial and energy intensities.

For decades, each increment of  
economic growth in developed econo-
mies has brought lower resource and 
energy use than the last. That’s because 
demand for material goods and serv-
ices saturates. Few of us need or want 
to consume more than 3,000 calories 
or so a day or live in a 5,000-square-
foot house. Many Americans prefer to 
drive SUVs but there is little interest in 
hauling the kids to soccer practice in a 
semi-truck. Our appetites for material 
goods might be prodigious but there is 
a limit to them.

Even so, that doesn’t necessar-
ily mean we won’t exceed the planet’s 
carrying capacity. Some environmen-
tal scientists claim that we have al-
ready surpassed the Earth’s carrying 
capacity. But this view is deeply ahis-
torical, assuming carrying capacity to 
be static.

In fact, we have been engineering 

our environments to more produc-
tively serve human needs for tens of  
millennia. We cleared forests for grass-
lands and agriculture. We selected and 
bred plants and animals that were 
more nutritious, fertile and abundant. 
It took six times as much farmland to 
feed a single person 9,000 years ago, at 
the dawn of the Neolithic revolution, 
than it does today, even as almost all 
of us eat much richer diets. What the 
palaeoarcheological record strongly 
suggests is that carrying capacity is not 
fixed. It is many orders of magnitude 
greater than it was when we began our 
journey on this planet.

There is no particular reason to 
think that we won’t be able to continue 
to raise carrying capacity further. Nu-
clear and solar energy are both clearly 
capable of providing large quantities 
of energy for large numbers of people 
without producing much carbon emis-
sions. Modern, intensive agricultural 
systems are similarly capable of meet-
ing the dietary needs of many more 
people. A planet with a lot more chick-

ens, corn and nuclear power might not 
be the idyll that many wish for, but it 
would clearly be one that would be ca-
pable of supporting a lot more people 
consuming a lot more stuff for a very 
long time.

Such a future, however, is anath-
ema to many proponents of planetary 
limits, suggesting hubris of the high-
est order. But if  it is, it is at least born 
of optimism, of the conviction that 
with wisdom and ingenuity humans 
can continue to thrive. Demands to 
restrict human societies to planetary 
limits, which environmental scientists 
and advocates claim to know prospec-
tively, suggest something much darker.

Viewing humans in the same way 
that we view single-celled organisms 
or insects risks treating them that way. 
Malthus argued against Poor Laws, in 
the belief that they only incentivised 
the poor to reproduce. Ehrlich argued 
against food aid for poor countries for 
similar reasons, and inspired popula-
tion-control measures of enormous 
cruelty. Today, demands to impose 
planetary boundaries globally are 
couched in redistributive and egalitar-
ian rhetoric, so as to avoid any sug-
gestion that doing so might condemn 
billions to deep agrarian poverty. But 
they say little, specifically, about how 
social engineering of such extraor-
dinary scale would be imposed in a 
democratic or equitable fashion.

Ultimately, one need not advocate 
the imposition of pseudo-scientific 
limits on human societies to believe 
that many of us would be better off  
consuming less. Nor must one posit 
the collapse of human societies to 
worry deeply that growing human 
consumption might have terrible con-
sequences for the rest of creation.

But threats of societal collapse, 
claims that carrying capacity is fixed, 
and demands for sweeping restric-
tions on human aspiration are neither 
scientific nor just. We are not fruit 
flies, programmed to reproduce until 
our population collapses. Nor are we 
cattle, whose numbers must be man-
aged. To understand the human expe-
rience on the planet is to understand 
that we have remade the planet again 
and again to serve our needs and our 
dreams. Today, the aspirations of bil-
lions depend upon continuing to do 
just that. May it be so.Aeon counter – 
do not remove
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Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia addresses during a session on ‘One Year Journey Of GST’ at Ficci 
office, in New Delhi, on Friday, July 06, 2018.

PTI

‘Government acknowledges need 
for simplification of GST rates, slabs’

Sahitya Akademi invites 
books for Yuva Puraskar 2019

Kejriwal clears Delhi projects 
but power tussle far from over

Umar Khalid to 
challenge JNU panel’s 
recommendation 
upholding his rustication 

CJI is master of roster, has authority to allocate cases – SC

National Crafts Museum: perfect 
amalgamation of culture, art and peace

New Delhi, July 6 (IANS): 
Amid demands of rationali-
sation of the GST rates and 
reduction in the number of 
tax slabs, the government 
on Friday acknowledged 
this was necessary but add-
ed it could not have imple-
mented the landmark tax 
reform in any other form.

“In terms of simplifica-
tion of rates and slabs, we 
do understand the need 
for it. But we did what was 
best possible in the given 
scenario,” Finance Secre-
tary Hasmukh Adhia said 
at a session on ‘One year 
journey of GST’ organised 
by Ficci here. 

He said the government 
could not have done any-
thing different while rolling 
out the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST).

“Because we have to 
take care of revenue, soci-
etal concerns of econom-
ically poor sections and 
protect their products from 
taxation... So in the midst of 
all the imperfections that 
we have, we did what was 
best possible. 

“But yes, certainly, we 
must move in the direction 
of something better than 

Umar Khalid

Arvind Kejriwal

that,” Adhia said.
He said while a lot of 

people were critical of the 
GST in its current form, they 
forget the complex taxation 
system prevalent in India 
pre-GST.

“There are two kinds of 
people: those who focus on 
positives and others who 

always focus on negatives. 
They (the latter) talk about 
what is imperfect about 
GST rather than remem-
bering what a change it has 
been...

“...With 17 different 
taxes and so many cesses, 
so much of compliance 
burden, different tax returns 

to be filed, cascading of 
taxation… everything going 
away in one day. Also the 
border check-posts going 
away,” Adhia said.

“It is human nature to 
focus on what is not there 
rather than focus on what 
we have achieved. But we 
must remember that we 

have done a lot and that we 
have actually gained a lot in 
the process of simplification 
by introducing the GST,” he 
added.

The Finance Secretary, 
however, acknowledged 
that there was still scope for 
betterment of the existing 
system, including to further 
simplify it, introduce a per-
fect single GST return per 
month and fully automate 
the refund process.

He said while the gov-
ernment took the plunge 
to roll-out the GST on July 
1 2017, it was the industry 
which pushed the govern-
ment as it had an unani-
mous view that the “GST is 
a must”.

“Everyone used to give 
so much importance to it at 
that time: that country has 
been talking about it for 10 
years and unless you bring 
GST, no other reform is go-
ing to work in the country. 

“This was a push given 
by them and we had no 
option but to plunge into 
it and do something. The 
government also showed 
a very firm political com-
mitment to this reform,” 
Adhia said.

New Delhi, July 6 (IANS): 
India’s national acad-
emy of letters, the Sahi-
tya Akademi, is inviting 
books for its prestigious 
Yuva Puraskar award for 
2019, from publishers and 
“young Indian authors of 
the age of 35 and below” 
in its recognized 24 lan-
guages.

The applicant authors 
should be 35 or below on 
January 1, 2019 and the 
books should be submit-
ted along with the attested 

copy of date of birth certifi-
cate, the Akademi said in a 
statement.

The last date of apply-
ing is August 20.

Mo re  i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the submission is 
available online at www.
sahitya-akademi.gov.in.

The Akademi had an-
nounced the names of 21 
winners of its Bal Sahitya 
Puraskar and 21 recipients 
of the Yuva Puraskar 2018 
in late June.

Sahitya Akademi in-

troduced Yuva Puraskar in 
2011 to encourage young 
writers, below 35 years of 
age, writing in Indian lan-
guages.

These awards are pre-
sented at an annual cer-
emony and comprise an 
amount of Rs 50,000, a cop-
per plaque and a citation.

Established in 1954 by 
the Indian government, 
Sahitya Akademi is India’s 
premier literary institution, 
promoting and preserving 
literature in 24 languages.

New Delhi, July 6 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday cleared 
three back-to-back Delhi 
projects previously await-
ing the Centres decision 
but the AAPs fight for the 
administrative control of 
the capital seemed far from 
over amid allegations that 
the BJP-led Central govern-
ment was defying Supreme 
Court ruling on who rules 
the city.

The already stressed 
ties between the ruling AAP 
and Lt. Governor Anil Baijal 
strained further after Kejri-
wal and his deputy Manish 
Sisodia met him seeking 
his cooperation in Delhi’s 
development and good 
governance.

The Chief Minister al-
leged that Baijal openly re-
fused to agree that Services 
Department was under the 
control of the elected gov-
ernment because a 2015 
central Home Ministry or-
der had not been quashed 
by the Supreme Court in its 
July 4 ruling that said the 
central representative was 
constitutionally bound to 
listen to the Delhi cabinet.

“This is for the first time 
in the history of India that 
the Central government 
has openly refused to ac-
cept a Supreme Court rul-
ing. If it becomes a prece-
dent, there will be anarchy,” 
Kejriwal told reporters.

He said the Central gov-
ernment’s intransigent at-
titude in keeping the Serv-
ices Department under its 
control had caused delay 
in Delhi’s development 
projects because “they (the 
BJP) for their political gains 
will want us to fail as we are 
their rivals and have to face 
elections”.

“You have Services but 
you did not fill the post of 
Director, Education. How 
can we bring reforms in 
education if there are so 
many vacancies? Had Serv-
ices been with us, we would 

have appointed a new offi-
cial 15 days ahead to ensure 
efficiency.”

Baijal, in his remarks on 
the contentious issue, said 
the Home Ministry in its on 
May 21, 2015 notification, 
which has been upheld by 
the Delhi High Court, ruled 
that the elected govern-
ment will have no executive 
powers on Services. 

The Lt. Governor said 
he told the Chief Minister 
and his deputy that in the 
wake of the judgment of 
the Supreme Court consti-
tutional bench, the Home 
Ministry had advised his 
office that its earlier no-
tification remained valid 
as nine appeals including 
the one relating to Services 
shall be taken up by the 
regular bench of the apex 
court separately.

The Chief Minister said 
despite Lt. Governor’s in-
flexibility, his government 
would continue making 
efforts to expedite develop-
ment and welfare projects 
stalled so far.

“Within the powers that 
we have after the SC order, 
I have asked officials to 
expedite projects. The Lt. 
Governor told us there is 
no need to send these files 
to (him). You can go ahead 
with the projects,” Kejriwal 
said.

The struggle to gain 
control over bureaucrats 
notwithstanding, Kejriwal 
was on an announcement 
spree on Friday to clear 

held up projects.
He first approved the 

doorstep delivery of rations 
in the morning, over-ruling 
“all objections” the Central 
government had raised 
through its representative.

The city government 
also cleared two major 
pending projects -- com-
pletion of a signature 
bridge and two new aca-
demic blocks in the Delhi 
Technological University 
(DTU). After missing mul-
tiple deadlines due to in-
adequate funds, the iconic 
bridge in Wazirabad will 
open to public in October, 
Kejriwal said.

The technical univer-
sity proposal relates to the 
construction of five build-
ings -- two academic blocks 
of 10 storeys each and three 
hostel blocks of 13 storeys 
each at DTU, Shahabad 
Daulatpur, Bawana Road 
at an estimated cost of ap-
proximately Rs 292 crore.

Kejriwal said the work 
of installing CCTV cameras 
would be put on the fast 
track after he “directed the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD) Secretary to place 
the proposal” at a cabinet 
meeting on July 10.

This is the fourth deci-
sion -- after doorstep deliv-
ery of ration, construction 
of the bridge and construc-
tion of two more adminis-
trative blocks in DTU -- by 
the Delhi government after 
the Supreme Court vested it 
executive powers.

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): 
JNU student Umar Khalid 
today said that the students 
will not “lie low” and vowed 
to challenge in court the 
University panel’s recom-
mendation upholding his 
rustication in connection 
with the February 9, 2016 
incident against Afzal Gu-
ru’s hanging during which 
anti-national slogans were 
allegedly raised in the cam-
pus.

In a statement released 
on social media, Khalid 
said this is the third time in 
the last two years that the 
administration has come 
up with a rustication order 
against him in the case-- an 
order that has been twice 
set aside by the courts.

“We once again reject 
this farce of an enquiry 
along with its findings and 
verdict. It is against all prin-
ciples of natural justice, 
and is riddled with contra-
dictions, lies and malice 
which will soon be exposed 
again. We will once again 
challenge this in court,” he 
added.

The PhD scholar said 
that they were being “tar-
geted in a systematic and a 
malafide manner by an en-
quiry that was prejudiced 
against us from day one”.

“An administration 
that has been running at 
the orders of the ruling 
BJP and the RSS, was at no 
point of time in a position 
of impartiality to conduct 
this enquiry. The court has 
repeatedly found faults 
with the enquiry process 
and have vindicated our 
apprehensions,” the state-
ment read.

This recent order of the 
HLEC (high-level inquiry 
committee) in JNU is in line 
with the pattern of the ad-

ministration’s high-hand-
edness and selective tar-
geting of opposing voices 
in the student community 
who against all odds have 
refused to kneel in the face 
of despotism, he said.

He further alleged that 
the panel’s recommenda-
tions have come up right 
before they are due to make 
their final submission.

“They have conjured 
this HLEC order just two 
weeks before the deadline 
of our final submission 
which is shameful and rab-
idly vindictive.” 

“It is symptomatic of 
their larger assault on pub-
lic funded education, on 
research on social justice 
and on criticality. However, 
we want to assure them 
that we shall not lie low,” 
he said.

The inquiry committee 
upheld Khalid’s rustication 
and a fine of Rs 10,000 im-
posed on Kanhaiya Kumar, 
the then students’ union 
president, in connection 
with the campus event 
against Guru’s hanging.

The five-member panel 
had also suspended two 
more students and im-
posed financial penalty on 
13 others for violation of 
disciplinary norms.

The students had then 
moved the Delhi High 
Court, which had directed 
the University to place the 
matter before an appel-
late authority to review the 
panel’s decision.

Kumar, Khalid and Ani-
rban Bhattacharya were 
arrested in February 2016 
on charges of sedition in 
connection with the con-
troversial event and are out 
on bail.

Their arrest had trig-
gered widespread protests.

New Delhi, July 6 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court today maintained that the Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) is “the master of the 
roster” and has the prerogative and author-
ity to allocate cases to different benches of 
the apex court.

A bench comprising justices A K Sikri 
and Ashok Bhushan in their separate con-
curring verdicts said the CJI occupies the 
role of “first among equals and is empow-
ered to exercise leadership in administra-
tion of court” which includes assignment 
of cases.

The verdict came on a plea of former 
law minister Shanti Bhushan challenging 
the existing roster practice of allocation of 
cases in the apex court by the Chief Justice 
of India.

A five-judge constitution bench and a 
three-judge bench have already held that 
the CJI is the master of the roster.

In his verdict today, Justice Sikri said, 
“As far as the role of CJI as master of the 
roster is concerned, there is no dispute that 
he is the master of roster and has authority 
to allocate cases to different benches of the 
Supreme Court.” 

Concurring with Justice Sikri’s opinion, 
Justice Bhushan said the CJI has the pre-
rogative to allocate cases and nominate 
benches to hear them.

Justice Bhushan also said that there 
are rich conventions and practices of SC 
which are time-tested and should not be 
tinkered with.

Justice Sikri said that it would be dif-
ficult to accept the submission of the pe-
titioner that the term Chief Justice of India 
under the Supreme Court Rules should 
be read as the collegium comprising five 
senior-most judges for allocating cases.

“The erosion of judiciary in the minds 
of people is greatest threat to judicial sys-

tem,” he said, adding that CJI, being the 
senior-most judge of the Supreme Court is 
the “spokesperson and leader of judiciary”.

The bench said that no system is 
foolproof and there is always scope for 
improvement in functioning of judiciary.

In his PIL, Bhushan had alleged that 
“master of roster” cannot be an “unguided 
and unbridled” discretionary power, exer-
cised arbitrarily by the CJI by hand-picking 
benches of select judges or by assigning 
cases to particular judges.

‘SC rightly held that CJI is  
master of roster’
Legal experts today hailed the Supreme 
Court ruling that the chief justice of India 
is the “master of the roster”, an issue which 
generated an intense debate in the wake of 
the January press meet by the four senior 
apex court judges who accused CJI Dipak 
Misra of assigning sensitive cases to judges 
junior to them. 

Senior advocates Rakesh Dwivedi, K T S 
Tulsi, Vikas Singh and constitutional expert 
Govind Goel were of the view that former 
law minister Shanti Bhushan’s stand that 
the CJI has to work in consultation with 
the other members of the Collegium for 
allocation of cases was not only “incorrect” 
but also “preposterous”. 

They maintained that such a premise 
could “paralyse” the functioning of the 
court.

The lawyer said the apex court ver-
dict is “correct” as the CJI has “the com-
plete power” to allocate cases to different 
benches.

At the same time, Tulsi, also a Rajya 
Sabha MP from the Congress, said that in 
case an allegation is made, the CJI should 
leave the matter to the other members of 
the Collegium for allocation to a bench of 
which he is not a part.

Vikas Singh, who is also the Supreme 
Court Bar Association president, said that 

the top court today only reiterated what 
had been held earlier and there was no bar 
on the CJI having consultation with other 
four Collegium judges for the constitution 
of the benches.

Dwivedi said that the CJI is “undoubt-
edly” the master of the roster after a bench 
comprising justices A K Sikri and Ashok 
Bhushan held that the chief justice occu-
pied the role of “first among equals”.

Goel, who has authored a book on 
Constitution bench verdicts till the Na-
tional Judicial Appointments Commission 
(NJAC) judgement of October 16, 2015, said 
Bhushan, who had challenged the existing 
roster practice of allocation of cases, made 
a “preposterous” suggestion that it was the 
five-judge Collegium which has to take a 
call on composition of benches and alloca-
tion of work.

A similar view was shared by Dwivedi, 
who said Bhushan stand could “paralyse” 
the functioning of the court.

“There is no doubt about the CJI being 
the master of roster...There is no alterna-
tive method,” he said.

Tusli said, “The CJI is definitely the 
master of the roster. However, if there are 
allegations, then the chief justice should 
not deal with a matter even in his admin-
istrative capacity. 

“For that particular case, he should del-
egate the power to someone else. He is the 
master of roster with regard to everything 
otherwise,” he said.

Bhushan had filed a PIL on the issue 
after the January 12 press conference dur-
ing which justices J Chelameswar (now 
retired), Ranjan Gogoi, M B Lokur and Ku-
rian Joseph came out in the open against 
the incumbent CJI with litany of allegation 
including that he was allocating sensitive 
cases to judges junior to them.

New Delhi, July 6 (IANS): Amidst the hustle 
and bustle of city life, there is at least one 
place in the capital where a wall separates 
you from the rest of the world. Once you 
cross that wall, you can find the path to 
nirvana, or, as Mahatma Gandhi once said: 
“Peace is its own reward.”

Welcome to the National Handicrafts 
and Handlooms Museum (NHHM), 
bookended by Purana Quila and Pragati 
Maidan. It offers you an escape from the 
tempestuous affairs of daily life -- an apt 
place for self-introspection. You can feel 
the positivity right on entering the premises 
and the rustling sound of leaves will soothe 
your soul; the tress seem to talk to you in 
their own language. The place is squeaky 
clean and the chirping of birds is quite 
uplifting. 

Spread over five acres, the museum is 
home to a round 35,000 distinctive objects 
that reflect Indian craft and traditions 
through painting, embroidery, clay, stone, 
wood, metalware, terracotta pots, toys, 
jewellery and textiles all housed in a build-
ing designed by eminent Indian architect 
Charles Correa in 1970. The Madhubani 
paintings on the walls of the huts bring to 
life the transcendental image of an amicable 
Indian hamlet in the village complex.

A major attraction is artists demonstrat-
ing their skills to the visitors. A boon for sev-
eral craftsmen who are increasingly losing 
touch with tradition, the museum invites 
various artists for a month-long residency, 
providing them with a stage to display their 

art and re-establish lost bonds. 
In July the museum is hosting crafts-

men and folk artists from Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh who will stay 
till August 1.  The Latif Khan Group from 
Rajasthan had the visitors spellbound as 
they wove a magical spell with the classic 
song ‘Duma Dum Mast kalandar’. 

“They have been performing here for 
a long time and their grandfathers also 
performed at the museum. They never fail 
to dazzle the audience,” a museum official 
said.  A rather reticent artist from Jaipur was 
selling a variety of objects, including small 
toys, jewellery, decorative pieces and statues 
of various gods. 

“These are exclusively made in Johri 
Bazar and being exported far and wide from 
there,” said the artist.

Also from Rajasthan, the ‘Kashidakari 
Kadai’ stall grabbed many eyeballs. Kasi-
dakari denotes a type of needlework done 
on cloth. With every member of the family 
possessing the talent, their relentless com-
mitment results in a variety of bags, bed 
sheets, pillow covers, among others.

Gond paintings from Madhya Pradesh 
were also on sale. “Earlier, we used natural 
colours and the wood of trees for our paint-
ings but now, as everything is diminishing, 
we use fabric colours, handmade sheets and 
canvas,” an artist informed.

The best thing one can carry home is 
a memento of a wonderful visit. Whatever 
you observe in the museum will definitely 
left an indelible impression on your mind.
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News IN BrIef
20 workers killed in Nepal road 
accident
Kathmandu, July 6 (PTI): At least 20 people, including 
six women, were killed and a dozen others injured when 
a truck ferrying construction workers skidded off a road in 
Western Nepal’s mountainous Mustang district. The truck 
transporting workers to a road construction site veered off  
near Mustang Korala road and plunged 50 metres down the 
road, police said. The vehicle fell 50 metres down the road at 
Syanboche, Damodar Kunda Rural Municipality-3, killing 
14 males and six females on the spot, police said. There 
were were 32 workers in the truck. They were returning to 
the work site after having their meals, they said. Most of  
the injured are said to be in critical condition. Three of the 
injured have been flown to Pokhara based Manipal Teaching 
Hospital in Nepal Army’s chopper while 9 are undergoing 
treatment at Jomsom Hospital in Mustang.
The rescue work is underway, police said. 

Taliban again reject Afghan offer of 
peace talks with Kabul
Kabul, JulY 6 (AP): The Taliban have again rejected an 
Afghan offer for peace talks with the government in Kabul. 
Today’s statement by the Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid says the insurgents “are not interested in talks 
while foreign soldiers are still on Afghan soil”. Mujahid 
referred to last month’s statement by the Afghan High 
Peace Council, a government body tasked with negotiating 
an end to the nearly 17-year war with the insurgents, which 
had called on the Taliban to join the peace process. Mujahid 
also repeated long-standing Taliban claims that Afghan 
government officials are “puppets”.  Taliban leaders have at 
times expressed interest in holding peace talks but they have 
refused to meet with the US-backed government, saying they 
will only negotiate with the United States directly about the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces.

UK police race to find source of new 
nerve agent poisoning
London, July 6 (PTI/AP): British police are scouring 
sections of Salisbury and Amesbury in southwest England, 
searching for a container feared to be contaminated with 
traces of the deadly nerve agent Novichok. More than 100 
officers are looking for clues today in a race to understand 
how two local people in Amesbury were exposed to a nerve 
agent that was produced in the Soviet Union during the 
Cold War. Police believe they were somehow exposed to a 
contaminated container that may have been used in a March 
nerve agent attack on an ex-Russian spy and his daughter 
in nearby Salisbury. The two new victims Dawn Sturgess, 
44, and Charlie Rowley, 45 are in critical condition. British 
officials blamed the March poisoning of Sergei and Yulia 
Skripal on Russia. The Kremlin denies any involvement.

Ex-Navy Seal dies in Thai cave 
rescue — Official
Mae Sai (Thailand), July 6 (PTI/AFP): A former military 
diver has died after running out of oxygen while assisting in 
the rescue of 12 boys and their football coach trapped inside 
a cave in Thailand, an official said today. His death highlights 
the perils of the operation to extract the team from deep inside 
the waterlogged cave, raising questions about the feasibility 
of bringing youngsters out the same way. “A former Seal 
who volunteered to help died last night about 2am,” Chiang 
Rai deputy governor Passakorn Boonyaluck told reporters at 
the site, calling it “sad news.” The diver, identified as Saman 
Kunont, was coming back from a spot inside the Tham Luang 
cave where the group were located on Monday when his 
supplies ran short. “On his way back he lost consciousness,” 
said Thai Seal commander Apakorn Yookongkaew, adding 
that a friend had tried to help bring him out.

Myanmar strives to enlist ancient city 
as world heritage
Yangon, July 6 (IANS): Myanmar has been striving to 
put the well-known ancient city of Bagan into the World 
Heritage list by launching public awareness forums in the 
region. Conducted by the Department of  Archaeology 
and National Museum and some charity organizations, 
the awareness forums aim to broaden locals’ understanding 
and knowledge of the area for preserving the heritage of  
Bagan, which lies in the central part of the country with 
thousands of religious edifices and pagodas, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The forums which are being conducted in 
43 villages in Bagan region will last until the end of August.
Geographically comprising of two areas -- the Upper and 
Lower Bagan -- the city is well-known with historic and 
cultural wealth with Buddhist temples, monasteries, stupas 
and monuments. According to the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and Culture, the Bagan Archaeological site has been 
extended from 42 square miles to 62 square miles.

Nepal invites B’desh for energy tie-up
Kathmandu, July 6 (IANS): The Nepal government 
has invited Bangladesh to discuss a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) for bilateral cooperation in energy, 
officials said on Friday. Approved by the Nepal Cabinet, the 
MoU has three components -- power exchange, investment 
and establishing a joint mechanism to enhance cooperation 
in energy, according to Nepal’s Ministry of Energy, Water 
Resources and Irrigation (MoEWRI). “We have sent a 
letter to our counterpart Ministry in Bangladesh three-
four days ago, inviting them to visit Nepal to finalize the 
MoU,” Dinesh Ghimire, spokesperson of MoEWRI, told 
Xinhua news agency. According to him, after the MoU is 
signed, a joint mechanism will be established for promoting 
bilateral investment and exchange of power between the two 
countries. The MoU, according to Nepali officials, is based 
on the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(Saarc) Framework Agreement for Energy Cooperation.

Tultepec (Mexico), July 6 (PTI/
AP): Twenty-four people were 
killed and at least 49 injured 
today when a series of explo-
sions ripped through fireworks 
workshops in a town just north 
of Mexico City, according to of-
ficials. 

The dead included at least 
four firefighters and two police 
officers who rushed to the scene 
after the first explosion, only to 
be killed by a subsequent wave 
of blasts.

Video shot from a nearby 
highway showed a massive 
plume of smoke rising from 
the area of the explosions in 
the town of Tultepec. Wrecked 
buildings and scorched ground 
covered a rural patch of modest 
homes and small farm plots. Au-
thorities said four small build-
ings were destroyed.

The government of the State 
of Mexico said in a statement 
that eight people from Tultepec 
were killed, along with the six 
emergency personnel and two 
others who have not yet been 
identified. The state govern-
ment later raised the death 
toll to 24, but did not specify 
who the other victims were in a 
statement posted to its Twitter 
account.

The first explosion occurred 
at 9:40 am. First responders and 
local residents rushed to the 
scene to help rescue people. At 
10 am, three more powerful ex-
plosions occurred, killing some 
of those who had come to help, 
the government statement said.

Firefighters, local and state 
police and civil defense workers 
were among those injured, the 
statement said.

Mexico State civil defense 
said 17 people died at the scene 
and seven died later at hospitals.

Helicopters took the wound-

ed to several local hospitals, 
and more than 300 police were 
dispatched to the scene.

Luis Felipe Puente, head of 
Mexico’s civil defence agency, 
said there were four blasts in 
total and the explosions started 
at an unauthorised, clandestine 
workshop and spread as flam-
mable material shot into the air. 
He said the dead also apparently 
included one minor and a civil 
defense worker.

“The problem was that after 
the first explosion, people went 
running to help, and when the 
second explosion occurred, 
these people who ran to help 
were killed,” Puente told the 
Milenio news network.

Many residents in the town 

make a living by fabricating and 
selling homemade fireworks, 
and explosions are a regular oc-
currence.

But authorities have been 
unable to enforce safety regula-
tions and registration require-
ments.

“We cannot continue to 
allow this kind of situation,” 
Puente said.

In June, seven people were 
killed and eight injured in a blast 
in Tultepec.

In December 2016, a mas-
sive fire at an open-air fireworks 
market crowded with holiday 
shoppers killed several dozen 
people.

Deadly fireworks explosions 
have also occurred elsewhere 

in Mexico. In 2002, a blast at a 
market in the Gulf coast city of 
Veracruz killed 29; in 1999, 63 
people died when an explo-
sion of illegally stored fireworks 
destroyed part of the city of Ce-
laya; in 1988, a fireworks blast in 
Mexico City’s La Merced market 
killed at least 68; and in 2013, a 
rocket struck a truck loaded with 
fireworks for a religious proces-
sion in Tlaxcala state, killing 17 
people. 

Safety measures at fireworks 
workshops and markets have 
been a matter of constant de-
bate in Mexico. While regula-
tions exist on the books, many 
continue making powerful fire-
crackers and bottle rockets and 
selling them to the public. 

Washington, July 6 (IANS): The US 
resettled 33,000 refugees in 2017, a 
roughly two-thirds drop from the 
figure of the previous year, which 
stood at 97,000, according to data 
from the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees published in a report 
by US-based Pew Research Centre.

The decline in refugee reset-
tlement in the US coincided with 
the arrival of Donald Trump in the 
White House in January 2017, Efe 
news reported on Friday citing the 
think thank.

This marks the first time that 
the US has received fewer refugees 
than the rest of the world com-
bined since it adopted the Refugee 
Act in 1980. The country has taken 
3 million of the 4 million refugees 
worldwide since 1980.

In 2016, during the tenure of 
former President Barack Obama, 
refugee resettlement in the US 
stood at 97,000 while that of other 
countries stood at 92,000.

The US continues to lead in 
refugee resettlement (33,000), 
followed by Canada (27,000), Aus-
tralia (15,000), the UK (6,000) and 
Germany, Sweden, France and 
Norway (3,000 each).

Refugees represent nearly 30 
per cent of the world’s displaced 
population. In 2017, about 56 per 
cent came from the Middle East 
and North Africa, especially Syria, 
while 23 per cent arrived from sub-
Saharan countries and another 15 
per cent from Asia.

Trump has lowered the refu-
gee quota for the 2018 fiscal year 
to 45,000 from the 110,000 set 
by Obama for 2017. With three 
months left in the current 2018 
fiscal year, the US has welcomed 
16,000 refugees. 

Trump criticized the refugee 
policy during his presidential 
campaign, saying that terrorists 
could come to the US in the guise 
of refugees.

Mosul, Iraq, July 6 (IANS): 
More than 5,200 bodies 
have been retrieved during 
the past months buried un-
der debris of the devastated 
buildings in Iraq’s Mosul 
city, officials said.

“The total number of 
bodies retrieved during the 
past months reached 5,228, 
including 2,658 civilians 
and 2,570 bodies for the 
Islamic State,” Layth Zaini, 
from Mosul municipality, 
told Xinhua.

“Today ( Thursday), 
we have retrieved six bod-
ies for unidentified peo-
ple from under debris in 
Shwan neighborhood in 
the old city centre, which 
we believe that there are 
500 to 700 more bodies un-
der the debris,” Zaini said.

The bodies of the Is-
lamic State (IS) militants 
will be buried in a separate 
cemetery after being iden-
tified, according to Zaini.

Zaini blamed the lack 
of specific machines for 
digging for the slow work, 
as all the buildings are bad-
ly demolished and some 
were levelled.

For his part, Lt. Col. Ra-
bie Ibrahim, deputy head 
of Mosul civil defence, told 
Xinhua that the number 
of bodies for civilians re-
trieved in the old city cen-
tre reached 2,654 during 
the past months.

The bodies were badly 
decomposed being left 
for more than ten months 
since the last battles against 
the extremist IS militants in 

the city.
Mosul’s old city centre 

witnessed heavy fighting 
as the troops were forced 
to make slow progress due 
to the stiff resistance of 
the IS and a large number 
of roadside bombs and 
booby-trapped buildings, 
in addition to the IS snip-
ers taking positions in the 
buildings and narrow al-
leys of heavily-populated 
neighbourhoods, where 
thousands of civilians 
were still living under IS 
rule.

The retrieved bodies 
were said to be for IS mili-
tants, their family mem-
bers or the civilians pre-
vented by IS militants from 
leaving homes during the 
fierce battles and heavy 

bombardment of the city, 
according to the defence 
police.

In July 2017, Abadi of-
ficially declared the libera-
tion of Mosul, the second 
largest city in Iraq, from 
the IS after nearly nine 
months of fierce fighting 
to dislodge the extremist 
militants from their last 
major stronghold in the 
country. 

A large part of Iraq’s 
northern province of Nin-
eveh, including its capital 
Mosul, fell under the IS 
control in June 2014, when 
government forces aban-
doned their weapons and 
fled, enabling IS militants 
to take control of parts of 
Iraq’s northern and west-
ern regions.

Pyongyang, July 6 (PTI/AFP): US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo arrived 
in Pyongyang today to press Kim Jong 
Un for a more detailed commitment 
to denuclearisation following the 
North Korean leader’s historic summit 
with President Donald Trump. 

Pompeo was greeted in the North 
Korean capital by Kim’s right hand 
man Kim Yong Chol and Foreign 
Minister Ri Yong Ho, pool reports said.

Since meeting Kim in Singapore 
last month Trump has been bullish 
about hopes for peace, boasting that 
the threat of nuclear war is over.

But the statement the leaders 
signed was short on clear commit-
ments.

Kim agreed to the “complete de-

nuclearisation of the Korean Penin-
sula” -- a stock phrase favoured by 
Pyongyang that stopped short of 
longstanding US demands for North 
Korea to give up its atomic arsenal in 
a “verifiable” and “irreversible” way.

Pompeo has been tasked with 
negotiating a plan that Washington 
hopes would involve Kim declaring 
the extent of his nuclear weapons 
program and agreeing a timetable for 
it to be dismantled.

“Our leaders made commitments 
at the Singapore summit on the com-
plete denuclearisation of North Ko-
rea,” Pompeo had earlier told report-
ers travelling with him on a journey 
that included a stop at Yokota, a US 
airbase in Japan.

“On this trip I’m seeking to fill in 
some details on those commitments 
and continue the momentum toward 
implementation of what the two 
leaders promised each other and the 
world,” he said.

“I expect that the DPRK is ready 
to do the same,” he added, using the 
initials of North Korea’s official name.

The top US diplomat, who ar-
rived with senior aides in Pyongyang 
Friday morning, is to stay overnight 
in the North Korean capital for the 
first time.

In a tweet the Secretary of State 
said he was “looking forward to con-
tinuing our work toward the final, fully 
verified denuclearisation of #DPRK, as 
agreed to by Chairman Kim”.

Washington, July 6 (PTI): 
President Donald Trump 
today said he will not select 
a Supreme Court nominee 
who will participate in “ju-
dicial activism” from the 
bench but will choose a 
justice who will faithfully 
interpret the Constitution 
as written and not re-write 
it.

Trump’s comments 
come just days before he is 
scheduled to reveal his pick 
to replace retiring Justice 
Anthony Kennedy.

According to the White 
House, Trump has so far in-
terviewed seven judges in-
cluding Indian-American 
Amul Thapar to replace 
Supreme Court Justice 
Kennedy, who announced 
his retirement recently. 

In choosing Justice 
Kennedy’s replacement, 
my greatest responsibility 
is to select a Justice who 
will faithfully interpret the 
Constitution as written. 
Judges are not supposed to 
re-write the law, re-invent 
the Constitution or substi-
tute their own opinions for 
the will of the people ex-
pressed through their laws, 
Trump said in his weekly 
address to the nation. 

We reject judicial activ-
ism and policy-making 
from the bench. The faith-
ful application of the Con-

stitution is the bedrock of 
our freedom, the founda-
tion of our society, and the 
linchpin of our govern-
ment, he said. 

“The American System 
tasks Congress with writ-
ing the laws, the executive 
with enforcing the laws, 
and the judiciary with is-
suing neutral judgements 
based upon those laws and 
the Constitution we have 
sworn to protect, said the 
US president. 

Trump said, in choos-
ing a new Justice, he will 
select someone with im-
peccable credentials, great 
intellect, unbiased judge-
ment, and deep reverence 
for the laws and Constitu-
tion of the United States. 

I look forward to mak-
ing an announcement 
soon so that we can further 
strengthen and protect 
liberty and justice for all, 
Trump said in his weekly 
address to the nation. 

The nomination of a 
new Supreme Court Judge 
in the US is considered as a 
game changer for the gen-
erational influence it has. 

Trump has said he 
plans to announce the 
nomination of new judge 
on July 9. This is expected 
to be from his short-list of 
25 judges, which includes 
Thapar.

Washington, July 6 (PTI/AFP): US 
officials have resorted to DNA testing 
on up to 3,000 detained children who 
remain separated from their migrant 
parents, a top official said Thursday 
as President Donald Trump’s admin-
istration struggles to rapidly reunite 
families at the centre of a border crisis. 

The controversial, newly an-
nounced procedures are part of 
government efforts to meet rapidly 
approaching court-imposed dead-
lines for reuniting children with their 
parents, and come as the president 
himself once again demanded swift 
action by Congress to fix the country’s 
“insane” immigration laws.

The Department of Health and 
Human Services is “doing DNA test-
ing to confirm parentage quickly and 
accurately,” HHS Secretary Alex Azar 
told reporters on a conference call, as 

his team said the procedure was being 
conducted through “harmless” cheek 
swabs. Normally used as a last-resort 
means of identification -- if birth 
certificates or other documents are 
unavailable -- DNA testing is being 
used to speed the process to meet a 
judge’s order to reunite families by 
June 26, and by next Tuesday for some 
100 children under age five.

But Azar portrayed the process as 
orderly and disputed accusations that 
the Trump administration has failed to 
account for some minors.

“HHS knows the identity and 
location of every minor in the care 
of our grantees,” he said, adding that 
authorities were working to reunite 
children with their parents “as expedi-
tiously as possible.” 

About 11,800 minors are currently 
in US custody after crossing over from 

Mexico, Azar said. Eighty percent of 
those are teenagers, mostly males 
who entered the United States on 
their own. Azar refused to provide an 
exact figure for the total number of 
detained children who have been split 
from their parents, only saying that 
number is “under 3,000” minors and 
that they are in “excellent” care, with 
three meals plus snacks each day and 
time for exercise and entertainment.

The administration had previously 
said that just over 2,000 separated mi-
nors remained in its care.

Azar said reunited families would 
remain in custody of the Department 
of Homeland Security as their cases 
are adjudicated.

The DNA test results are being 
solely used to accurately connect par-
ents with children, HHS Assistant Sec-
retary for Preparedness and Response 

Jonathan White said on the call.
“This isn’t some vast sprawling 

data set that we’re matching up,” he 
said. But critics warn that very young 
children cannot give permission for 
such tests, which they say could ulti-
mately be used for further monitoring, 
and that the policy shows the govern-
ment never registered people properly 
when they were first detained.

“It’s deplorable they are using the 
guise of reuniting children to collect 
even more sensitive data about very 
young children,” said Jennifer Falcon 
of RAICES, a Texas-based group that is 
representing migrant families.

“This would allow the govern-
ment to conduct surveillance on these 
children for the rest of their lives.” 
- ‘INSANE’ immigration laws - 

Meanwhile Trump on Thursday 
uttered his latest contradictory out-

burst over the chaotic border crisis.
In a series of tweets, Trump de-

manded lawmakers “pass smart, fast 
and reasonable Immigration Laws” 
now, after the House of Representa-
tives last month rejected a broad im-
migration bill that had his support.

“When people, with or without 
children, enter our Country, they must 
be told to leave without our... Country 
being forced to endure a long and 
costly trial,” he wrote.

Trump has spoken out repeatedly 
against lengthy judicial processes to 
determine migrants’ eligibility for im-
migration, asylum or deportation, ar-
guing they are a waste of US resources.

“Congress - FIX OUR INSANE 
IMMIGRATION LAWS NOW!” he 
tweeted.

It was the latest conflicting mes-
sage by Trump to Congress.

Before the June 27 House vote, he 
said Republicans -- who control both 
chambers -- “should stop wasting 
their time on immigration” until after 
the midterm elections in November.

Days later he traveled to Capitol 
Hill to urge Republicans to back the 
pending bill. After it failed, Trump 
insisted he had “never pushed the 
Republicans to vote for the Immigra-
tion bill” because it would not have 
received enough Democratic support 
to clear the Senate.

Trump has made fighting im-
migration -- both illegal and legal 
-- a central plank of his fiercely US-
centered policy agenda, resulting in 
the “zero tolerance” immigration ap-
proach under which undocumented 
border crossers were being system-
atically prosecuted, and their children 
separated from them.

fireworks explosion kills 24, 
injures 49 near Mexico City

US admitted 
33,000 refugees 
in 2017

Over 5,200 bodies retrieved in Iraq’s Mosul

Pompeo in N Korea to seek ‘details’ on denuclearisation

Don’t want a new SC 
justice who engages in 
‘judicial activism’— Trump

Us using DNA tests to reunite children with migrant parents

AP/PTI

 Damaged buildings and cars litter the site where several fireworks workshops exploded in Tultepec, Thursday, July 5, 2018. 
More than a dozen people were killed and at least 40 injured when a series of explosions ripped through fireworks workshops 
in a town just north of Mexico City.
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Contestants wait for their turn during the auditions for the plus size models, ahead of the Lakmé Fashion 
Week, in Mumbai on Thursday, July 5, 2018.

Chris Brown arrested after Florida concert
Singer, songwriter and actor Chris Brown was arrested here soon after he wrapped 
up a concert. Brown had finished a show at the Coral Sky Ampitheatre in West 
Palm Beach here on Thursday when he was led to a police cruiser, TMZ reported.
He was wanted on a felony battery warrant from the Hilllsborough County Sher-
iff’s office, according to WPTV, pagesix.com reported. A widely awarded music 
celebrity, Brown had received significant media attention after he pleaded guilty 
for assaulting his former beau Rihanna in 2009. He was sentenced to five years of 
probation and six months of community service for this. (IANS)
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Black Sabbath icon 

Tony Iommi opens 

cancer care unit

Anthony Bourdain was worth $1.21 mn.

29 fresh faces chosen for plus size show at LFW Meat Loaf’s comeback tour may go 
ahead without Meat Loaf actually singing

‘Sanju’ inspires 
new director 
to make Kapil 
Sharma’s biopic

F
ormer Black Sabbath 
guitarist Tony Iommi 
was on hand yesterday 
to help open a new 
chemotherapy unit at 

Solihull Hospital.
Iommi, who was diagnosed 

with lymphoma in 2012 and, 
following treatment, revealed 
that his cancer was in remission 
back in 2016, said he was more 
than happy to open the new £2.2 
million Solihull Haematology and 

Oncology Day Unit at the hospital.
He says: “It was good to join 

with Dame Julie Moore and 
(Wolverhampton Wanderers 
goalkeeper) Carl Ikeme to open 
the new Oncology Day Centre at 
Solihull Hospital. Thanks to eve-
ryone who supported the recent 
lunch – it’s great to see where the 
money goes.”

Birmingham Live report that 
Iommi was recently named Patron 
of the Ward 19 charity – the cancer 

ward at the nearby Heartlands 
Hospital – with the guitarist saying 
he wanted to help support them.

Iommi said: “My friend was 
treated for cancer on Ward 19 and 
I went along with him on a few 
occasions to support him. I was 
blown away by the commitment 
of the staff on the ward, they’re a 
fantastic team and I wanted to do 
something to support them.”

For pictures from yesterday’s 
opening ceremony, visit the Soli-

hull Observer website.
Last month, Iommi reported 

that he was open to the idea of 
Black Sabbath reforming to mark 
Birmingham’s Commonwealth 
Games in 2022. 

His comments came after 
frontman Ozzy Osbourne said: 
“That would be fantastic. With 
Black Sabbath or on my own. I’d 
like to do that. We’re all Brummies 
after all.”

Loudersound

L
ate celeb-
rity chef Anthony 
Bourdain, whose 
wealth was 
estimated at $16 

million earlier, was worth 
$1.21 million as per his 
will.

Bourdain’s will leaves 
the majority of his money 
to his 11-year-old daughter 
Ariane Busia-Bourdain 
and the control over his 
estate to his estranged 
wife Ottavia Busia-
Bourdain as filed in 
Manhattan Surrogate’s 
Court, reports pagesix.
com

Bourdain’s assets 
include $425,000 in cash 
and savings, $35,000 in 
a brokerage account, 
$250,000 and personal 
property and $500,000 
in intangible property 
including royalties and 
residuals, according 
to the court papers.

The will was written 
in 2016, shortly before 
Bourdain and Busia split.

He was dating an Ital-
ian actress Asia Argento 
before he committed 
suicide in a hotel room in 
France last month.

Bourdain, 61, had been 
working on the new epi-

sode of his show 
with CNN, 

“Parts 
Un-

known”.
Ariane, his only child, 

will inherit the remainder 
of his assets. The will says 
that had his daughter died 
before he did, the money 
would have gone to her 
nanny Myra Quizon.

The court will appoint 
a guardian to protect 
Bourdain’s daughter’s 
interests in the estate 
because she is a minor.

Though Bourdain 
was best known for his 
culinary achievements 
and presentations, he also 
wrote fiction and histori-
cal non-fiction. Bourdain’s 
book “Kitchen Confiden-

tial: Adventures in the 
Culinary Under-

belly” (2000) 
was a New 

York Times 
bestseller.

IANS

T
wenty-nine new 
faces have been 
announced as 
the winners for 
the third edition 

of plus size fashion show 
at the forthcoming edition 
of Lakmé Fashion Week 
(LFW) Winter/Festive 
2018.

LFW and aLL-The 
Plus Size Store hosted plus 
size model auditions at 
St. Regis in Mumbai on 

Thursday where the win-
ners were announces, said 
a statement.

The jury of the model 
aution comprised actress 
Zareen Khan; fashion 
designer Narendra Kumar; 
fashion choreographer 
Lubna Adam; Hetal Ko-
tak- CEO, aLL - The Plus 
Size Store and Jaspreet 
Chandok - Vice President 
and Head of Fashion, IMG 
Reliance.

Over 300 participants 
from across the country 
came in for the audition 
where 29 winners were 
chosen to walk the ramp, 
of which 19 were women 
and 10 were men.

“Very happy to see that 
we had a great turnout. 
The Plus Size Fashion 
Show by aLL at Lakmé 
Fashion Week is an excel-
lent initiative in bridging 
the gap between fashion 

and plus size consumers.
“aLL’s motto of ‘Fash-

ion is for one and all’ is 
something I believe in 
since at some stage I was 
also plus size and had 
no option but to dress in 
anything that fit and was 
available, not necessarily 
being what you want to 
wear. Having fought for 
body positivity all my life, I 
am very excited to be part 
of the jury,” said Zareen.

Narendra Kumar 
added: “It has always been 
a pleasure to be associ-
ated with Lakmé Fashion 
Week. Judging this event 
in particular was very over-
whelming, because of the 
contestant’s confidence, 
perseverance and spirit... I 
am sure these models will 
carry the line with great 
panache.”

aLL-The Plus Size 
Store has collaborated 
with Narendra Kumar 
who will be designing ‘aLL 
PRIMERO’ Collection, 
for aLL’s Autumn Winter 
2018 collection. This line 
will be showcased at the 
fashion gala and would be 
available in stores at the 
same time.  The collection 
will cater to the needs of its 
plus size customers.

IANS

M
eat Loaf is apparently 
considering the pos-
sibility of a Bat Out 
Of Hell tour where 
his place on vocals 

would be taken buy American ldol 
winner Caleb Johnson. 

Following the success of the Jim 

Steinman musical of Bat Out Of Hell, 
Loaf is rumoured to be planning a 
tour in which he tells stories about 
his long career and relationship with 
Steinman, while Johnson performs 
the songs.

“He’s been relying on pre-record-
ed vocal tracks for a while but doesn’t 

want to face accusations of miming 
on a huge tour, so is passing the ba-
ton on to Caleb, who he’s a big fan of, 
“ a source told The Sun newspaper.  

 “Instead his involvement will 
be telling stories of how he met Jim 
Steinman, who he’s worked with 
since the Seventies, and other anec-
dotes. But the singing will be left to 
Caleb. It’s going to have a feel of Stars 
In Their Eyes to it.”

 “He has a really committed core 
fanbase who often put up with his 
weird and wonderful ways. But them 
paying to see someone else sing his 
hits might be a step too far.”

In 2016, Meat Loaf revealed how 
he was adhering to a strict health 
regime after collapsing on stage. 

Johnson’s American Idol triumph 
came in 2014, when he won after 
performing songs by Aerosmith, 
Whitesnsake, Imagine Dragons, 
Bon Jovi, Rival Sons, and the Rolling 
Stones. In the final, he performed 
Paul McCartney’s Maybe I’m Amazed 
and a medley of two Kiss songs — ac-
companied by the band themselves.

Loudersound

V
inod Tiwari, 
who will make 
his debut as a 
director with 
the forthcom-

ing film “Teri Bhabhi Hai 
Pagle”, is keen on making a 
biopic on actor-comedian 
Kapil Sharma after watch-
ing “Sanju”, based on the 
life of actor Sanjay Dutt.

“After watching ‘Sanju’, 
I am inspired to make a 
biopic and I feel biopic on 
Kapil Sharma will be worth 
it. It’s a story that needs to 
be out. In 2010, we wanted 
to make a film with Kapilji 
but producers Surendra 
Puri and Nostrum couldn’t 
do it then. Now they are 
also keen on doing a 
biopic,” Tiwari said in a 
statement.

Anyone in his mind to 
play the role?

He said: “If Kapilji 
agrees to play himself, I 
would love to work with 
him or else I feel Krushna 
Abhishek will be perfect 
for the role as they are 
known for their comic tim-
ing and he will do justice 
for Kapilji’s character.”

Kapil has been in the 
news for controversies sur-
rounding his professional 
life. In April, Kapil drew 
bad press when an audio 
call in which he is heard 
hurling abuses at a jour-
nalist, was made public. 

Last year, Kapil had 
a mid-air fight with his 
colleague and comedian 
Sunil Grover.

IANS

P
roducer Greg Kurs-
tin says that Paul 
McCartney pushed 
boundaries on his 
upcoming studio 

album Egypt Station.
It’ll arrive on September 7 

via Capitol Records and was 
announced just hours after 
Macca released the double 
A-side single I Don’t Know/
Come On To Me.

And in a new interview 
with Rolling Stone, Kurstin 
says he was “amazed” by 
some of the things McCart-
ney was able to achieve in 
the studio.

Asked if he had more 
respect for McCartney after 
working closely with him, 
Kurstin reports: “I learned a 
lot about him. I love that he’s 
pushing the boundaries in 
his songwriting harmonically 
and lyrically. 

 “I was really struck by 
the chords that he’d bring 
into the session. I’m a pianist 
myself, so I was just amazed 
at his harmony and his use 
of melody and chords in the 
past. 

 “I would see him bring-
ing in new chord progres-
sions that I still haven’t 
heard. Just when you think 
you’ve heard everything in 
recorded music, he brings in 
a song like Despite Repeated 
Warnings. I have never 
heard a song ever written 
with that chord progres-
sion.”

Kurstin reports that 
although the album will con-
tain a total of 16 songs, more 
were written and recorded.

He adds: “I have a feeling 
they will be released in some 
way at some point. We live 
in a time now where things 
are released digitally. I think 
they’ll have a use for every-
thing. 

 “We finished pretty 
much every song that we put 
on the table. I think there’s 
20, but there could be as 
many as 25.” 

The final Egypt Sta-
tion tracklist has still to be 
revealed, but the cover art 
and pre-order details can be 
found below.

loudersound

Paul McCartney is 
“pushing the boundaries 
in his songwriting” on 
Egypt Station
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P.V.Sindhu and H.S.Prannoy

AP/PTI

Australian players celebrate the wicket of Zimbabwean batsman Hamilton Masakadza, right, during the T20 
cricket match at Harare Sports Club on Friday, July 6.

Russia’s Evgeniya Rodina celebrates after beating Madison Keys in London on Friday.

EM Images

Players of Chandmari HSS and Northfield in action during the Pool B final match at the Kohima local ground 
on Friday.

EM Images

Players with MDBA officials before the kick off of the 32nd Mokokchung District Badminton Open Championship 
2018 at the Indoor Badminton Stadium in Mokokchung on July 6.

EM Images

Winners of Nagaland State Chess Championship along with NCA officials after the prize distribution ceremony 
in Kohima on Friday, July 6.

Advantage Serena as 
Wimbledon seeds keep falling

Indonesia Open: Indian challenge ends 
after Sindhu, Prannoy loses in quarters

Kevilekho Zumvu win Nagaland Chess 
championship for the second time

Aussies struggle to beat depleted Zimbabwe in T20 tri-seriesMeghalaya 
woman referee 

to officiate 
in SA U-15 

girls football 
tournament

Kevilekho,Sukhavi, Melesayi, and Akhrietuo to represent 
state in national championship

Kohima District Inter-School Football TournamentMokokchung District Badminton 
Open Championship underway Mount Sinai HSS and Northfield enter semis as group winners

London, July 6 (AFP): Ser-
ena Williams’s chances of 
winning an eighth Wimble-
don and 24th Grand Slam 
title were boosted Friday 
when Madison Keys be-
came the seventh top 10 
seed to be eliminated.

Tenth seed Keys, who 
had made at least the quar-
ter-finals of her last three 
majors, lost in the third 
round 7-5, 5-7, 6-4 to Rus-
sian qualifier Evgeniya Ro-
dina, ranked 120th in the 
world.

She joins defending 
champion Garbine Mugu-
ruza, world number two 
Caroline Wozniacki, two-
time champion Petra Kvi-
tova and US Open winner 
Sloane Stephens in falling 
in the first week.

Serena, seeded 25 this 
year after taking time away 
from the tour to give birth 
to her daughter, faces Kris-
tina Mladenovic of France 
for a place in the last 16 
later Friday.

The 36-year-old Ameri-
can now cannot meet a top 
32 player until the semi-
finals after the scattering of 
the seeds this week.

Keys lost nine games on 
the trot from 5-2 up in the 
first set to 0-4 down in the 
second.

She rallied to level the 
third-round match before 
Rodina sealed a maiden 
place in the last 16 of a ma-
jor. Keys fired 15 aces in the 
match but also committed 
48 unforced errors.

“I have played the 

qualies and three matches 
this week which were all 
three sets,” said 29-year-old 
Rodina, one of six mothers 
in the draw at the start of the 
tournament.

“She hits the ball so 
hard. I am a little surprised 
that I won, I was a little bit 
lucky today.”

Later Friday, eight-time 
champion Roger Federer 
takes on German come-
back specialist Jan-Lennard 
Struff.

The world number 64 
has had to fight back from 
two sets to love down in 

his first two matches to 
beat Leonardo Mayer and 
39-year-old Ivo Karlovic.

Defending champion 
and top seed Federer, by 
contrast, has made the third 
round without breaking 
sweat.

The 36-year-old Swiss 
has won 26 consecutive sets 
at the All England Club.

Federer beat Struff in 
the second round of the 
Australian Open in January 
in straight sets.
Zverev, Anderson through

German fourth seed Al-
exander Zverev made the 

third round, seeing off Tay-
lor Fritz of the United States 
6-4, 5-7, 6-7 (0/7), 6-1, 6-2 
and faces Latvian qualifier 
Ernests Gulbis for a spot in 
the last 16.

Zverev had trailed two 
sets to one when his tie 
with Fritz was halted due to 
darkness on Thursday.

But the 21-year-old 
raced away with the last 
two sets in Friday’s bright 
sunshine.

“Stopping last night was 
not a nice feeling to go to 
bed with,” said Zverev.

“But I knew if I took my 

Harare (Zimbabwe), July 
6 (AP): Australia struggled 
to overcome a weakened 
Zimbabwe by five wickets 
on the penultimate ball in 
the last round-robin match 
of the Twenty20 tri-series on 
Friday. Australia and Paki-
stan had already qualified 
for Sunday’s final after both 
won three matches each.

Zimbabwe, which went 
into the tournament with-
out its top five players due 
to a dispute with their crick-
et board, lost all four of its 
games.

Glenn Maxwell (56) and 

Travis Head (48) shared a 
century stand in pursuit 
of Zimbabwe’s 151-9 until 
seamer Blessing Muzara-
bani (3-21) removed both 
of them in successive overs 
and also took a brilliant 
catch to dismiss Nic Mad-
dinson (2).

Marcus Stoinis, 12 not 
out, then guided Australia 
to 154-5 when he smashed 
Donald Tiripano’s low 
full toss to the square leg 
boundary on the penulti-
mate delivery.

‘’I thought they bowled 
well toward the end and 

shows the value of having 
a set batsman at the end,’’ 
Australia captain Aaron 
Finch said.

‘’The bowling was very 
good. We restricted Zim-
babwe 15-20 runs short 
of what they’d have liked. 
Hopefully, we peak in the 
final.’’

Earlier, Solomon Mire 
(63) led Zimbabwe by scor-
ing his second half-century 
in the tournament before 
he was clean bowled by 
Andrew Tye (3-28) in the 
19th over.

Mire and Peter Moor 

Jakarta, July 6 (IANS): India’s challenge at 
the $1,250,000 Indonesia Open came to a 
disappointing end after both P.V.Sindhu and 
H.S.Prannoy lost their respective quarter-
final matches in straight games here on 
Friday.

Rio Olympics silver medallist and third-
seeded Sindhu went down to eighth seed 
He Bing Jiao of China 14-21, 15-21 in the 
women’s singles quarter-final after Prannoy 
lost to another Chinese Shi Yuqi 17-21, 18-
21 in the men’s singles tie.

World No.3 Sindhu went on the back-
foot straightway in the opening game be-
fore gaining lost ground as the Indian went 
in to the breather trailing 10-11. 

But from then, it was one-way traffic 
from the Chinese world no.7 shuttler, who 
took a massive 19-11 lead before comfort-
ably clinching it 21-14. 

Sindhu, however came back well taking 
a 5-1 lead in the second before Bing Jiao 
bounced back to overhaul the lead and go 
11-9 midway into the game.

The story was similar in the second half 
as the Chinese stretched her lead to 18-12 
before Sindhu managed to gather a couple 
of points but that wasn’t enough for her.

Earlier in the day, world no.14 Prannoy 
too suffered a straight games defeat at the 
hands of world no.3 Shi Yuqi to bow out of 
the tournament.

In the opening game, Prannoy fought 
hard to trail 8-11 at the break but the Chi-
nese kept his domination throughout to 
pocket it comfortably 21-17.

The second game went on similar lines 
with the Indian trailing 8-11 midway, before 
eventually sinking to 18-21 and crash out of 
the tournament.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 6 (EMN): 
Reigning champion Kev-
ilekho Zumvu remained 
undefeated to take his third 
title at the 17th Nagaland 
State Chess Champion-
ship here at the Red Cross 
Conference hall, Kohima 
on Friday.

29-year-old Zumvo 
from Chiechama village 
under Kohima district was 
the champion of the 15th 
and 16th state chess cham-
pionship.

Sukhavi Achumi and 
Melesayi Dawhuo were de-
clared as the first and sec-
ond runners up respective-
ly, while the fourth position 
was bagged by Akhrietuo 
Kesieyie.

They will now be rep-

resenting the state at the 
forthcoming National Open 
Chess Championship to be 
held this year. Organised 
by the Nagaland Chess As-
sociation, the state champi-
onship was held in Kohima 
from July 3 till the 6th.

Nipeto Hesso clinched 
the title in U-17 category, 
while Suliki Awomi and 
Sedevituo Rio were de-
clared the second and third 
position respectively.

I n t o v i  K .  A w o m i 
emerged the champion 
in U-14 years category. 
Shinikali Hesso, Kunvuto 
Awomi, Pulonoto Hesso, 
Neikezhazo Rio and Uzholu 
Nyekha stood 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
5th and 6th position respec-
tively.

The youngest player 

Jitihto Nyekha, a 6 year old 
was also acknowledged by 
the NCA.

A total of 48 players in-
cluding 19 students took 
part in the championship 
under three categories- 
open category, U-14 and 
U-17 years (both boys and 
girls).

Search committee con-
venor K. Sekhamo also an-
nounced the new team of 
NCA for 2018-21 headed by 
Neiba Kronu, minister for 
Planning & Coordination 
and Land Revenue as presi-
dent, Mughaho Awomi and 
Visanyiizo Kuotsu as vice 
president.

The executive members 
will include; P. Khezhie, K. 
Sukhamo, Sukhavi Achumi, 
Sede Nagi and S.I. Toshi.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 6 (EMN): 
Mount Sinai Higher Sec-
ondary School and North-
field entered the semi-final 
of the ongoing 2nd Kohima 
District Inter-School Foot-
ball Tournament as group 
winners after winning their 
respective matches in the 
Pool finals at the Kohima 
local ground on Friday.

Pool-A winner Mount 
Sinai HSS will now take on 
Pool-B loser Chandmari 
Higher Secondary School 
in the first match and Pool-
B winner Northfield will 
now clash on with Pool-
A loser Loyola School in 
their respective semi-final 
matches on Saturday.

In the first match, 
Mount Sinai HSS edged 
out Loyola 1-0 in a nervy 
encounter to enter the 
semis as Pool-A winner. 
Goalkeeping error from 

chances today, I could do 
well.”

“I am having a good 
season -- made the quar-
ters at the French Open 
-- it’s all coming together.”

Russia’s  Ekater ina 
Makarova defied second 
round victim Wozniacki’s 
churlish prediction that she 
wouldn’t progress further in 
the tournament by reach-
ing the last 16.

Makarova, who made 
the quarter-finals four 
years ago, beat a weary-
looking Lucie Safarova of 
the Czech Republic 4-6, 6-1, 
6-4. She next faces Italy’s 
Camila Giorgi who saved a 
match point to beat Kateri-
na Siniakova of the Czech 
Republic 3-6, 7-6 (8/6), 6-2.

Giorgi last made the 
fourth round six years ago.

Five-time champion 
Venus Williams, 38, and 
making her 21st Wimble-
don appearance, faces fel-
low big server Kiki Bertens 
of the Netherlands.

Williams has dropped 
the opening set in both her 
matches so far and needed 
to save match points to 
beat Bertens in Miami this 
year.

South Africa’s Kevin An-
derson, seeded eight, swept 
past Germany’s Philipp 
Kohlschreiber 6-3, 7-5, 7-5 
on the back of 22 aces and 
42 winners. Anderson has 
reached the last 16 for the 
fourth time and goes on 
to face either Sam Quer-
rey of the United States or 
France’s Gael Monfils.

Loyola side in the second 
half handed a victory for 
Mount Sinai HSS. The win-
ning goal came through the 

boots of Shovelo Doulo in 
the 60th minute.

I n  s e c o n d  m a t c h , 
Northfield came from a goal 

down to beat Chandmari 
HSS 2-1 to enter the semis 
as the winner of Pool-B.

In the match, Chand-

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 6 (EMN): The 32nd edi-
tion of Mokokchung District Badminton 
Open Championship 2018 got underway 
at the Indoor Badminton Stadium, Mokok-
chung on Friday, July 6.

118 players including veterans, juniors 
and seniors players will be participating in 
the two-day tourney under the categories 
of U-9 boys single; U-11 boys single; U-11 
girls single; U-13 boys single and double, 
U-13 girls single: U-15 boys single; U-15 
girls single; U-17 boys single , 35 plus vet-
erans and 40 plus veterans.    

The organiser- Mokokchung District 
Badminton Association (MDBA) have also 
introduced round robin matches for U-19 
girls single, U-17 girls single; junior girls 
single, men’s double, 45 plus doubles and 
50 plus doubles.

Earlier, at the inaugural programme 
Toshi Sanglir, Youth Secretary ABAM deliv-
ered the exhortation. He underscored that 
building up the physical body to perform 
better in sports is not important but the 
foundation of their sports career should 
start by embracing discipline, fair play and 
perseverance to perform better tomorrow.

mari started the match 
brightly and took the de-
serving lead through Jang-
gulan in the 15th minute.

However the resilient 
Northfield team juggled on 
as Kethosenyii found the 
back of the net in the 21st 
minute to give the much 
needed equaliser. The first 
half ended 1-1.

In the second half, 
Kethosenyii scored his 
second goal through a de-
fensive error in the 53th 
minute to take the lead. 
Northfield team defended 
the score line for a 2-1 win.   
Saturday matches (semi-

finals)
1st match: Mount Sinai 
HSS (Pool A winner) vs 

Chandmari HSS (Pool B 
loser) at 1 pm

2nd match: Northfield 
(Pool B winner) vs Loyola 

HSS, Jakhama (Pool A 
loser) at 3 pm

(30) rebuilt Zimbabwe with 
a 68-run, fourth-wicket 
partnership after fast bowl-
er Billy Stanlake (2-21) re-
duced the home team to 
44-3 in the sixth over.

Mire struck five fours 
and two sixes and held the 
innings together despite 
Zimbabwe losing three 
wickets in Tye’s 19th over.

‘’(We) fought well and 
took it to the end, which 
was good,’’ Zimbabwe cap-
tain Hamilton Masakadza 
said.

‘’The wicket played 
slower than expected and 
we couldn’t quite kick on 
in the end even though we 
had a good partnership in 
the middle.’’

The in-form Finch, who 
bettered his own world re-
cord and scored 172 against 
Zimbabwe this week, could 
score only 3 before he holed 
out at deep mid-wicket in 
the third over.

Wicketkeeper-batsman 
Alex Carey (16), opening for 
the first time in the series, 
was caught behind before 
Maxwell and Head shared 
their 103-run stand off 71 
balls. Maxwell smashed five 
sixes and a four.

It seemed Australia 
would cruise to victory, but 
Muzarabani struck late and 
made Australia work hard 
to tune up for the final.

Shillong, July 6 (PTI): 
Meghalayas woman foot-
ball referee, Ri-iohlang 
Dhar, will be officiating 
at the South Asian U-15 
girls football tournament 
in Bhutan next month, a 
Meghalaya Football Asso-
ciation (MFA) official said 
here today.

Dhar, one of the three 
FIFA women referees in In-
dia, successfully completed 
the Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) course for 
‘elite’ referees last month, 
the official said.

The official said Dhar 
was selected to officiate at 
the prestigious South Asian 
U-15 girls tournament in 
Bhutan next month after 
she completed the AFC 
elite referees course.

When contacted, Dhar 
said she attended the elite 
referee coaching in Malay-
sia from June 25-28.

Dhar had officiated in 
this year’s Indian Womens 
League football match held 
here.
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France's Raphael Varane, right, scores his side's opening goal during the quarterfinal match against Uruguay at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Nizhny Novgorod Stadium, in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia on Friday, July 6. 

AP/PTI

Cristiano Ronaldo

Luka Modric

France beat Uruguay to 
reach World Cup semi-finals

FIFA boss invites Thai cave 
boys to World Cup final

Poised Sweden can beat England 
and win World Cup — Ibrahimovic

Ronaldo ready for new challenge, says agent

Captain Modric dreaming of Croatia's fairytale finish in Russia

Nizhny Novgorod (Russia), 
July 6 (AFP): France became 
the first team to reach the 
World Cup semi-finals as 
goals from Raphael Varane 
and Antoine Griezmann 
gave them a deserved 2-0 
victory over Uruguay on 
Friday.

It is the first time France 
have been in the last four 
since 2006 and sets up a 
mouth-watering clash 
against either Belgium or 
Brazil, who play later on 
Friday, in St Petersburg on 
Tuesday.

France took the lead in 
the 40th minute from the 

unlikely source of defender 
Varane, who glanced home 
a fine header from an An-
toine Griezmann free-kick.

It was only the Real Ma-
drid player's third goal for 
France and represented 
redemption for Varane, who 
was largely blamed for the 
goal which saw France lose 
at the quarter-final stage to 
Germany four years ago.

Griezmann, who counts 
several of the Uruguay play-
ers as close friends, scored a 
second in the 61st minute, 
but it was mostly due to a 
howler from La Celeste's 
goalkeeper,  Fernando 

Muslera.
The usually dependable 

stopper flapped at Griez-
mann's 20-yard shot and 
agonisingly saw the ball 
float over the line.

It was Griezmann's third 
goal of this World Cup, but 
his first not from a penalty.

That goal secured the 
victory but did not end the 
drama in Nizhny Novgorod, 
as Uruguay's frustration 
boiled over in the 67th min-
ute when Kylian Mbappe 
fell to the floor.

Uruguay skipper Diego 
Godin gestured with the 
teenager to get up, then 

tried to pull him from the 
turf, sparking a melee which 
involved most of the play-
ers and saw French coach 
Didier Deschamps come 
onto the pitch to try to calm 
tempers.

France's victory was 
merited as it was they who 
had the bulk of possession 
and always looked the most 
likely to score.

They might have scored 
as early as the 15th minute 
when Mbappe mistimed a 
close header.

The lightning-quick 
Mbappe and Griezmann 
struck fear into the Uru-
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guayan defence all after-
noon.

In midfield, France's 
N'Golo Kante and Paul Pog-
ba snuffed out any potential 
threat posed by Uruguay.

And up front for La Ce-
leste, Luis Suarez cut an iso-
lated and agitated figure as 
his team desperately went 
in search of an equaliser as 
Edinson Cavani was ruled 
out with injury.

Increasingly, Suarez 
vented his frustration with 
Argentinian referee Nestor 
Pitana, who, coincidentally, 
was the official in charge of 
France's quarter-final 2014 
defeat.

The Barcelona star was 
partnered by Cristhian 
Stuani after a week of will-
he-won't-he speculation 
surrounding Cavani ended 
up with the Paris Saint-
Germain striker failing to 
recover from a calf strain.

Without Cavani, Uru-
guay posed little threat.

A tight and nervy en-
counter to begin with, the 
game burst into life after 
Varane's goal.

Until that point Uru-
guay had struggled to get 
into the French penalty 
area, but within four min-
utes of the goal would have 
been level except for an 
exceptional save by Hugo 
Lloris.

The French skipper 
saved superbly with one-
hand from defender Mar-
tin Caceres, whose header 
from a free kick look des-
tined to go in.

Diego Godin could have 
scored from the follow-up, 
but that was the closest the 
South Americans would 
come to scoring all after-
noon.

Sochi (Russia), July 6 (Re-
uters): Luka Modric has 
already done enough at the 
World Cup to upstage some 
top names in contemporary 
soccer but when he steps 
into the Fisht Stadium by 
the Black Sea on Saturday 
against Russia, he will have 
a chance to become part of 
Croatia’s folklore.

Ever since a talented 
Croatian side reached the 
1998 World Cup semi-finals 
in their second major tour-
nament as an independent 
nation, subsequent gen-
erations have been under 
pressure from the country’s 
fans and media to emulate 
the feat.

The ‘Class of 1998’ lost 
to hosts France in the semi-
finals, then beat the Nether-
lands 2-1 in the third-place 
playoff, inspiring many in 
the Balkan nation including 
a then 12-year-old Modric.

Now 32 and one of the 

biggest names left in Rus-
sia given the early exits of 
Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Modric came to 
global prominence when 
he joined Tottenham Hot-
spur in the Premier League 
in 2008.

A visionary passer and 
fleet-footed dribbler, he has 
kept his form with Real Ma-
drid’s multiple Champions 
League-winning sides since 
joining them in 2012.

Modric was devastat-
ing in the group stages and 
scored one of the goals of 
the tournament, upstaging 
Messi and Argentina by 
leading his team to the top 
of their group.

He was poised to hog 
most of the limelight in the 
knockouts with the depar-
ture of Ronaldo and Messi 
after Portugal and Argen-
tina lost in the round of 16 
but was mostly subdued 
during the match against 

Moscow, July 6 (PTI/AFP): FIFA president 
Gianni Infantino has invited the Thai boys' 
football team trapped in a cave to the World 
Cup final, as messages of support poured in 
from top players.

Infantino said he hoped the Wild Boars 
team, who were stranded by rising flood-
waters two weeks ago, would be rescued 
in time to watch the final in Moscow on 
July 15.

"If, as we all hope, they are reunited 
with their families 
in the coming days 
and their health 
al lows them to 
travel, FIFA would 
be delighted to in-
vite them to attend the 
2018 World Cup final a s 
our guests," he wrote in a letter to the head 
of the Football Association of Thailand.

"I sincerely hope that they will be able to 
join us at the final, which will undoubtedly 
be a wonderful moment of communion 
and celebration." The Thai footballers, aged 
11-16, have been stuck in darkness deep 
underground after setting off to explore 
the cave with their 25-year-old coach after 
training on June 23.

The players remain trapped despite 
being reached this week by cave-diving 
rescuers, who released footage of them 
looking emaciated but calm, some wearing 
football shirts.

Their harrowing ordeal coincides with 

the World Cup in Russia and it has not es-
caped the attention of players.

"I've been speaking about it with a few 
of the boys," said England defender John 
Stones, according to British media.

"It's so sad to see where they are and we 
hope they get out safe and sound." Japan's 
World Cup squad tweeted a video urging the 
team to "Hang in there!", while Brazil legend 
Ronaldo called their plight "terrible".

"The world of football hopes that some-
one can find a way to take 
these kids out of there," 
he said, according to 
CNN.

Liverpool man-
ager Jurgen Klopp 
urged them to "stay 
strong and know we 

are with you", in a video message sent to 
CNN.

"We are following all the news and 
hoping every second that you see daylight 
again," Klopp said. "We are all very optimis-
tic that it will happen, hopefully in minutes, 
hours or the next few days." Meanwhile the 
Croatian Football Federation said it was 
"awed" by the team's calm under pressure.

"We are awed by the bravery and 
strength that these young boys and their 
coach have shown amidst such frightening 
circumstances," it said on its website.

Many fans on social media said the boys 
deserved the World Cup trophy for the way 
they have handled their ordeal.

Denmark.
Modric, however, put 

the win in Croatia’s grasp 
minutes before the end of 
the second half of extra time 
with a sumptuous through 
ball that Ante Rebic ran on 
to before being felled by 
Mathias Jorgensen in the 

penalty area.
The Croatia captain, 

widely respected by his fel-
low players for being a com-
plete team man, took the 
penalty but his weak shot 
was blocked by Denmark 
keeper Kasper Schmeichel 
to send the match into a 

penalty shootout.
Dream alive
Modric returned to the spot 
about 15 minutes later and 
got the better of Schmeichel 
with Croatia’s third attempt 
as his side won 3-2 to keep 
his dream alive of surpass-
ing the Croatian ‘Class of 

1998’.
“Since 2008 we have 

never gone beyond this 
first knockout game and it 
was very important for us 
to get that monkey off our 
back,” Modric told the FIFA 
website.

“I was calm and focused. 
I embraced the responsibil-
ity as a captain and I had to 
do it. As a result I was very 
emotional after the game.

“I wanted this Croatia to 
confirm their talent, to take 
that step further. The game 
was not an enjoyable one, 
but our goal was achieved.”

The hard-fought win 
over Denmark put Croatia 
one win away from their 
best-ever showing in 1998 
and if they are able to re-
produce their free-flowing 
football from the group 
stages on Saturday, the 
hosts would find it tough to 
stop them.

Davor Suker came clos-

est to winning the golden 
ball, awarded to the best 
player of the World Cup, 
in 1998 when he finished 
second behind Brazil’s Ron-
aldo.

Modric will be a strong 
contender to surpass Suker 
but he is waiting for an even 
better “fairy tale”.

“To be at this World Cup 
is a great privilege,” he said.

“Playing for my team is 
a great honour and a plea-
sure, but to win the World 
Cup with Croatia is almost 
unthinkable, like the most 
beautiful fairy tale! It would 
be incredible to lift the tro-
phy as captain.”

Ma d r i d / Tu r i n , Ju l y  6 
(IANS): Cristiano Ronaldo's 
agent Jorge Mendes added 
fuel to the speculation sur-
rounding the Portuguese 
star's move from Real Ma-
drid to Juventus, saying 
that his client is ready for a 
"new challenge".

"If Cristiano Ronaldo 
leaves Real Madrid, he'll 
be eternally grateful to the 
club, the President, the 
medical staff & all the Ma-
drid fans in the world. If 
that happens, it would be 
for a brilliant new chap-
ter in his career," Spanish 
publication Marca quoted 
Mendes as saying on Fri-
day.

Mendes who had a 
meeting with Madrid's 

vice president José Ángel 
Sánchez, is yet to give final 

confirmation of the move 
which is speculated to be 

valued at 100 million euros.
Ronaldo's  absence 

from Real Madrid team 
photo in their home jer-
sey, which was released on 
Thursday, has also given an 
indication of his departure 
from the reigning Euro-
pean champions.

Ronaldo's future at Real 
Madrid was doubtful since 
the Champions League 
final against Liverpool in 
May when the star forward 
stated: "It was very nice to 
be at Madrid".

The third highest earn-
ing sportsman in the world 
with an estimated annual 
income in excess of 100 
million Euros, Ronaldo's 
relation with the Real Ma-
drid management started 

turning cold when his re-
lease clause was drastically 
reduced to 100 million eu-
ros from 1000 million. 

With Neymar com-
manding a jaw-dropping 
amount of 222 million Eu-
ros during his move to Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG), the 
reduction of his release 
clause amount no doubt 
hurt Ronaldo's ego.

According to the Guard-
ian, Ronaldo has already 
met Juventus chairman An-
drea Agnelli and indicated 
his desire to move to Italy.

Juventus, who have 
won the Serie A seven con-
secutive times, have report-
edly offered 100 million 
Euros to Real Madrid for 
the move.

Sochi (Russia), July 6 (Re-
uters): Sweden can beat 
England in Saturday’s quar-
ter-finals and eventually 
win the World Cup in Russia 
if they can handle the pres-
sure, former captain and 
record goalscorer Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic has said.

Speaking to re-
porters at LA Gal-
axy’s training facil-
ity in Los Angeles, 
the 36-year-old, 
who retired from 
international foot-
ball after Euro 2016, 
said the stakes are 
getting higher in the 
knockout stages.

“Now it’s not just about 
how good you are. Now 
there are a lot of emotions in 
the picture, because it’s 
about quarter-finals. 
The team that can 
handle their feelings 
best will have an ad-
vantage,” he said.

“Yes, I think Swe-
d e n  c a n  b e c o m e 
world champion, just 
like I said before the 
World Cup started. 
They beat Mexico, 
which was strong, and 
then they defeated 
Switzerland as well. So 
they have had success, 
as nobody thought they 
would,” he said.

Ibrahimovic scored 

62 goals in 116 games for his 
country and a debate raged 
about whether or not Janne 
Andersson should bring 
him back into the squad 
for Russia, but they seem to 

be doing well 

enough without him.
“Now it’s about England 

on Saturday and we are all 
there with our full support 
behind them. All the Swedes 
in the world are proud of 
our national team and they 
will continue to be proud, 
regardless of how it goes,” 
Ibra said.

I b r a h i m ov i c ,  w h o 
scored a spectacular bicycle 
kick against England in the 
first game at the Friends 
Arena in Stockholm in 2012, 
also had a good-natured 
dig at another high-profile 
figure with an LA Galaxy 
connection and an interest 

in the game.
“I’m Swedish 

and I believe 
in  Sweden 

a g a i n s t 
England, 
so we’ll 
see what 
D a v i d 
B e c k -
h a m 
s a y s 
when I 
talk to 
him,” 
h e 
said.


