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Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): Seven organisations 
representing communities settled in the five 
eastern districts of Nagaland viz., Mon, Tu-
ensang, Longleng, Noklak and Kiphire, have 
iterated their demand for a separate state in 
the form of “frontier Nagaland.” 

“A joint consultative meeting of differ-
ent organizations of eastern Nagaland was 
held at Mon hq. on 3rd July 2018. Attending 
the meet, Chang Khulei Setshang, Khia-
mniungan Tribal Council, Konyak Union, 
Phom Peoples’ Council, United Sangtam 
Likhum Pumji, Yimchunger Tribal Council, 
ENPO and ENSF unanimously affirmed 
that, people of eastern Nagaland are peace 
loving people, and they would go any fur-
ther for creating peaceful atmosphere in 
the region,” read a joint statement from the 

organisations on Thursday.
According to the statement, they reiter-

ated their August 24 2012 resolution “Where 
it was resolved that its demand for a sepa-
rate state is uncompromising.” Therefore, 
it stated, other than a separate assembly 
‘no other form of arrangement shall be ac-
ceptable.’

“It also strongly resolved and reiterated 
that in the process of any eventuality that 
may appear to be detrimental (externally/
internally) in its movement by any indi-
vidual/organizations, or, the safety of the 
ENPO leaders, tribal and frontal organiza-
tion leaders if threatened in any manner 
over the demand shall not be tolerated, and 
the public of eastern Nagaland shall initiate 
stern action as deemed fit. “

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): Worried about los-
ing your identity proofs while travelling by 
train? Worry no more. 

Railways have now said that they will 
accept soft copies of Aadhar and driving li-
cence provided they are in your DigiLocker, 
a digital storage service operated by the 
government that enables Indian citizens to 
store certain official documents on cloud.

The national transporter has sent a mis-
sive to all zonal principal chief commercial 
managers that these two identity proofs on 
such service will be accepted as valid proof 
of identity of a passenger.

"If a passenger shows Aadhaar or driv-
ing licence from the 'issued documents' 

section by logging into his DigiLocker ac-
count, the same should be considered as 
valid proof of identity," the order said.

It has, however, clarified that the docu-
ments uploaded by the passenger himself 
that is the documents in the 'uploaded 
documents' section will not be considered 
as a valid proof of identity. As part of the 
Narendra Modi government's Digital India 
movement, DigiLocker can currently store 
digital driving licences and Aadhaar. 

The cloud-based platform had also tied 
up with CBSE to provide digital versions of 
marksheets of students. Subscribers can 
also integrate their Permanent Account 
Number (PAN) with DigiLocker.

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has asked 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio to give 
the ‘reason for his declaration that 
integration is not possible any-
more.’ A statement from the party 
on Thursday also asked why Rio 
had to ‘succumb to external forces 
thereby compromising the future of 
the Nagas.’

It stated that the chief minister 

‘blaming the media for misquoting 
his statement was an excuse to es-
cape the glaring eyes of the public’ 
and claimed that ‘video clippings 
and other documentary proofs’ were 
in public domain.  

According to the party, the ‘Naga 
public have every right to question 
the chief minister under what cir-
cumstances or obligation the PDA 
(People’s Democratic Alliance) gov-

ernment have bargained with the 
central government the long cherish 
dream of the Naga people.’ 

“The NPF also expresses its to-
tal dismay at the fourth time chief 
minister, Neiphiu Rio for avoiding 
further clarification on the contro-
versial Citizenship Amendment Bill 
2016, adding Naga people wants to 
know on what ground his govern-
ment will not oppose the Bill that 

has caused an uproar in the coun-
try,” it stated.

The NPF asked the chief minis-
ter as to which clause of Article 371 
(A) protect Nagas from the Citizen-
ship Bill and how far has it protected 
the Nagas during the past 55 years. It 
claimed that the party was not rais-
ing those issues for the sake of pub-
licity stunt ‘but because the safety 
and security of the Nagas is at stake.’ 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 5 (EMN):  The All 
Nagaland School Teachers’ As-
sociation (Ansta) will be filing an 
interlocutory application (IA) on 
behalf of 1166 ad hoc teachers who 
have been demanding regularisa-
tion of their service. The move of 
the Ansta comes following the All 
Nagaland Ad hoc Teachers’ Group 
(ANATG) suspending their hunger 
strike.

Informing about the develop-
ment during a press conference 
on Thursday evening, the Naga 
Students’ Federation’s (NSF) presi-
dent, Kesosul Christopher Ltu, said 
that the decision was taken on July 

5, after a series of meetings among 
the NSF, Eastern Naga Students’ 
Federation (ENSF), the Ansta, and 
the ANATG.

Ltu informed that the joint 
meeting resolved that because both 
the government and the ANATG 
batch of 2015 had expressed their 
inability to move an IA before the 
court, the Ansta shall be filing it on 
behalf of the 1166 ad hoc teachers.

Once the IA has been filed, 
Ltu said, the four groups viz. NSF, 
ENSF, Ansta and the ANATG, shall 
be jointly pursuing the application 
in the court to move it through ‘fast 
track pace.’ 

Addressing media persons, the 

ENSF’s president Sepili Sangtam 
said: ‘In the interest and welfare of 
both the students and the teachers, 
after thorough deliberations it has 
resolved to pursue, support, and 
extend cooperation in the matter 
on behalf of the 1166 teachers be-
fore the government and the court 
of law; expedite the matter and fulfil 
the demands of the teachers at the 
earliest possible time.

The ANATG’s spokesperson 
Bendang Ozukum has thanked the 
NSF, ENSF and the Ansta for their 
intervention on June 30 that led to 
the hunger strike being called off. 
He informed that the ad-hoc teach-
ers had called off their hunger strike 

until ‘such time that any develop-
ment crops up’ and as determined 
by the court once the IA had been 
filed by the Ansta. 

The irregular teachers under 
the banner of the ANATG had 
launched sit-in protests outside 
the directorate of School Education 
on June 18. With the negotiations 
coming to a deadlock, the ad-hoc 
teachers had resorted to indefinite 
hunger strike from June 29.

It was following this that the 
NSF, ENSF, and the Ansta had in-
tervened. They convened a meet-
ing with the protesting teachers on 
June 30 at the directorate of School 
Education. 

New Delhi, July 5 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday issues notices to 
the Centre and state govern-
ments on a PIL seeking res-
ervation for orphan children 
- who are as deserving as any 
Backward Caste, Scheduled 
Caste or Scheduled Tribes.

A bench of Justice Ran-
jan Gogoi and Justice R. Ba-
numathi sought response 
from the Centre and all the 

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today directed the CBI 
to file final reports in four cases of 
alleged extra-judicial killings and 
fake encounters by the Army, Assam 
Rifles and police in Manipur by July 
27, saying violation of human rights 
cannot be tolerated. 

The apex court said what had 
happened in Manipur appeared to 
be "widespread" and the issue must 
be given "far more importance" as 
people have lost their lives. 

A bench of Justices Madan B 
Lokur and U U Lalit issued the 
direction after the CBI's special 
investigating team (SIT) told the 
court that they have completed 
investigation in four cases and final 
reports were in the process of being 
finalised.

"There are two things. We are 
not talking about violation of hu-
man rights only. We are talking 
about deaths. Death could be mur-
der or could not be murder. This 
has to be given far more importance 
than violation of human rights," the 
top court said.

"What has happened here, it ap-
pears to be widespread," the bench 
said, adding, "violation of human 
rights cannot be tolerated".

The bench also directed two 
officers of the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC), Senior 
Superintendent of Police Mahesh 
Bhardwaj and Deputy Superintend-
ent of Police Ravi Singh, to be made 
members of the SIT which would 
probe the remaining encounter 
cases.

It said these two officers "are 
co-opted to be a part of the SIT and 
will be entitled to access all record 
including the investigation reports".

The court, which is hearing a 
PIL seeking a probe into as many as 
1,528 cases of extra-judicial killings 
in Manipur, had on July 14 last year 
constituted the SIT and ordered 
lodging of FIRs and probe into the 
cases of alleged extra-judicial kill-
ings in Manipur.

During the hearing, the bench 
also expressed its concern over the 
lack of adequate staff in NHRC and 
observed that the commission was 
"hopelessly overworked".

It asked Additional Solicitor 
General (ASG) Maninder Singh, 
appearing for the SIT, to urgently 
take up with the Centre the matter 
relating to lack of adequate staff in 
NHRC so that functioning of the 

commission is not affected. 
"We request the ASG to take up 

the matter which some urgency 
with the concerned ministry of the 
Union of India so as to ensure that 
human rights are put on the pedes-
tal and working of NHRC does not 
suffer due to crunch of manpower 
and financial resources," it said.

The court also observed that 
the number of incidents and the 
victims mentioned in its July 14 last 
year's order, were quite different 
from the figures given in the order 
of March this year, which reflected 
a reduction on both these counts. It 
said that for the purpose of clarity, 
there should be clear identification 
of the incidents and number of 
victims 

The court asked the ASG to file 
a written statement in this regard 
so that it could be shared with the 

NHRC, as well as the counsel ap-
pearing for the petitioner.

It also sought a response from 
the SIT on an application filed by 
the petitioner regarding four diaries, 
which as per their claim contained 
details of 100 more such encounters 
in Manipur, and posted the matter 
for hearing on July 27.

The ASG said the CBI had "no 
hesitation" if NHRC officers are as-
sociated with the SIT, but they have 
reservations regarding sharing the 
draft final report and the materials 
collected during the probe in four 
cases, in which investigation is over 
now.

Referring to an earlier verdict of 
the apex court, he said the court had 
decided that final reports cannot be 
shared with anyone before it was 
filed in the competent court.

He also said that within two 
months, probe in another 20 cases 
was likely to be over and as of today, 
the SIT was probing 41 cases.

Regarding the court's query 
about reduction in the number of 
incidents and victims, he said the 
SIT has explained it in their status 
reports filed in the apex court.

The court had earlier provided 
a four-point blueprint to the SIT 
and asked it to expedite investiga-
tion in these cases which had come 
under the scanner of the NHRC, the 
Gauhati High Court as well as some 
commissions of inquiry.

It had in January pulled up the 
SIT for not registering the required 
number of FIRs as directed by it 
earlier. 

A view of the building of the Supreme Court of India.

states and Union Territories 
on the plea filed by 25-year 
old law graduate Poulomi 
Pavini Shukla, who claims to 
have visited over 50 orphan-
ages in eight states before 
filing the PIL.

She sought judicial in-
tervention in ensuring right 
to life, right to education 
and right to equality spe-
cifically for children who are 
orphans and all children in 
need of care and protection.

"The same or more fi-
nancial, educational and 
empowerment support be 
given to orphan children as 
what is given by the govern-
ment to various categories 
of children who have par-
ents," the petition stated.

The Central govern-
ment gives children with 
parents of OBC, SC/ST and 
below-poverty-line catego-
ries more state support and 
opportunities than it gives 
to orphans who are children 
without parents, the petition 
said, adding that orphans 
are as deserving of reserva-
tion in jobs and education as 
any OBC, SC/ST child with 
available parents.

"Various categories of 
benefits and support giv-
en to 70 per cent of Indian 
children with parents who 

are of the OBC or SC/ST or 
Below-Poverty-Line catego-
ries - such as pre-matric and 
post-matric scholarships, 
admission in private schools 
under RTE Act, tuition and 
coaching for competitive 
exams and job interviews, 
seed money for self-employ-
ment, loans at concessional 
rates, credit for budding 
entrepreneurs and above 
all reservation in education 
and jobs are not given to or-
phans, who are weaker than 
any child who has parents," 
the plea stated.

The petition said it 
sought seeking justice for 
20 million "weakest Indian 
citizens: orphans and chil-
dren in need of care and 
protection".

Shukla said the govern-
ment should conduct a 
comprehensive census or 
sample survey of Children 
in Need of Care and Protec-
tion which is essential to fix 
the numbers and targets 
and outlays in government 
schemes as well as outline 
the extent of the problem.

The petitioner has also 
co-authored a book, titled 
"Weakest on Earth - Or-
phans of India" that was 
published in November 
2015.

This July 1, 2018 photo provided by The Chicago Zoological Society  on Thursday shows Ali, pronounced "Allie,", a baby western lowland gorilla in her mother Koola's arms, at 
Brookfield Zoo, In Brookfield, Ill. Ali was born a month ago. For the next four months or so, Ali will cling to her mother, before she starts venturing a few feet away. The zoo said 
that western lowland gorillas are considered critically endangered, with experts estimating there are just 200,000 living in their native habitat. 

EM Images
People walking along railway tracks in Dimapur. The Indian Railways on Thursday announced that it would 
accept soft copies of Aadhar and driving licence provided they are in the DigiLocker, a digital storage ser-
vice operated by the government. 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Health workers in Kohima trained 
in measles-rubella vaccination 

Zbto District Task Force holds meeting

Department urges taxi drivers to promote tourism 

MLA calls for transparency and accountability

MGM College 
welcomes new students

Moatoshi Longkumer, speaking at the Dimapur DPDB meeting in the DC’s conference hall on July 5 in Dimapur.

Officers of the Kohima district administration along with medical officers and trainees at the measles-rubella 
workshop that was held in the conference hall of the Para Medical Training Institute on July 5 in Kohima.

Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius, along with other dignitaries, seen here 
during the ‘freshers day’ programme at the MGM College on July 5 
in Dimapur.Secretary of Tourism Mhabemo Yanthan speaking at the orientation programme for a taxi association 

in the conference hall of the directorate of Tourism on July 5 in Kohima.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.6 18.4 20.6 96 10.6

ZBT 25.3 16.7 20.9 88 8

MON 30.2 23.4 23.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 20 19 17.4 89 3

MKG 26.3 19.1 18.5 74 NIL

PHEK 23.2 19 18.8 93 NIL

KIPHIRE 26 20.2 22.7 57 2.2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25 20.1 22.6 92 3.6

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26.2 18.2 22.7 84 11.6

JALUKIE 26 18 19.1 84 17

MANGKOLEMBA 27.6 24 23.8 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

CMO informs private clinics 
Chief medical officer (CMO), Dimapur, has informed 
all private hospitals/ clinics and private laboratories in 
Dimapur district to send blood samples of suspected 
Dengue and Japanese Encephalitis (J.E) to the Sentinel 
Surveillance Site at District Hospital Dimapur for 
confirmation through ELISA test. CMO Dr. K Vikato Kinimi 
stated that card test results for Dengue and JE cases 
should not be considered as confirmed cases without the 
ELISA test. He has further requested the public to insist on 
ELISA test at Sentinel Surveillance Site at District Hospital 
Dimapur for confirmation of Dengue and JE cases.

Tuensang’s DPDB convenes meeting 
District planning officer, Tuensang, has informed that 
the monthly district planning and development board 
(DPDB) meeting would be held on July 10 at 11 am in 
the conference hall of the deputy commissioner’s office, 
Tuensang. All the DPDB members are requested to attend 
the meeting positively.

Mokokchung’s DPDB meeting deferred
Assistant planning officer, District Machinery Cell, 
Mokokchung, Tinukumzuk has informed that the monthly 
meeting of the Mokokchung district planning and 
development (DPDB) has been postponed to July 9 due 
to unavoidable circumstances. He has requested all the 
concerned members to take note of the changes and 
attend the proposed meeting without fail.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): A 
workshop supporting the 
measles-rubella vaccina-
tion campaign  was held at 
the Conference Hall of Para 
Medical Training Institute, 
Kohima which was attended 
by all the medical officers, 
nurses and Health workers 
of five blocks under Kohima 
district 

A DIPR news bulletin, 
while informing about the 
workshop, stated that EAC 
Kohima Changsang Soted 
inaugurated the training 
session. He encouraged the 
medical fraternity to en-
lighten the people about 
the diseases on how to be 
treated and to avail the medi-
cal procedures and facilities 
available at various health 
centres’. 

While pointing out that 
the vaccination campaign 
has been carried out in order 
to achieve the target of the 
Government to completely 
eradicate the measles -ru-
bella disease, the EAC urged 
the trainees to ‘generalize 
awareness especially in the 
rural populace so that the 
common people who do not 
have the general idea are not 
seriously affected’. 

He therefore encouraged 
the health workers to create 
more awareness in the village 
level on healthcare interven-
tion that has been provided 
free by the Government. The 
EAC further congratulated 
the medical department for 
all the activities and interven-
tion rendered to the general 
public and also hosting such 
an important programme on 
measles vaccination.

Briefing on the objective 
of workshop, Chief Medi-
cal Officer Kohima, Dr. Ritu 
Thurr said that the main 
objective of the workshop 
was to acquire complete 
knowledge about measles-
rubella, disease profile, dis-
ease definition, geographical 
distribution of measles, its 
preventive measures, and 
technical knowledge on how 
to inject measles-rubella vac-
cine. He urged all the Medical 
Officers and health workers 
to acquire knowledge about 
measles and rubella and to 
develop a positive attitude. 
He encouraged the partici-
pants to rededicate them-
selves to achieve the goal of 
Government of India with a 
vision to eradicate Measles-
rubella by 2020.

Emphasizing on the Basic 
Strategic Operational Plans 
for measles-rubella vaccina-
tion campaign WHO RRT, 
Dr.Seema Singh said that 
the measles-rubella vaccine 
would be introduced through 
a campaign in a phased man-
ner across the country with-
out sub-phasing within the 
states and for vaccination 
sessions in educational in-
stitutes, schools, institution 
authorities, school teachers 
and parents will play a key 
role in ensuring that targeted 
students are well informed 
and immunized during the 
campaign. Adding that in 
campaigns, all children in 
the target age group are vac-
cinated irrespective of previ-
ous immunization status or 
history of measles or rubella 
disease, the DIPR news bul-
letin further stated. 

Meanwhile, a report issued by the District 
Media Officer under CMO, Zunheboto 
informed that the District Task Force, 
Zunheboto also held a meeting on July 4 
2018 at DCs Chamber, Zunheboto which 
was chaired by Deputy Commissioner, 
Shanavas, IAS. 

Shanavas, IAS, DC, Zunheboto chaired 
the meeting and welcome all the partici-
pants. In his welcome note he encouraged 
and motivate the participants to take 
special initiative as measles-rubella Cam-
paign is one of the massive public health 
undertakings.  The District Media Officer, 
Shekho Sophie, in a press report, informed 
that Dr Shankar Reddy, RRT (WHO) gave 
a brief overview of the MR Campaign and 
highlighted about the importance to co-
ordinate among allied departments and 

civil societies.
Dr Reddy also emphasized the role of 

DTF members that is to support, super-
vise, monitor and ensure implementation 
of quality MR campaigns in the district.  

He further informed that the targeted 
group of the ‘measles-rubella campaign’ 
will be children in the group of nine 
months to 15 years irrespective of their 
prior vaccination status.

Dr Alemwabang Aier, DPO (RCH 
&UIP), Zunheboto highlighted about the 
problems and constraints.

The first DTF-Measles Rubella meet-
ing was attended by DC, SP, ICDS, GBs, 
Women Leaders, RRT-WHO, CMO, DPO 
(RCH &UIP), MOs and IEC bureau Zun-
heboto, the press release from the Distrcit 
media Officer further informed. 

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
The Department of Tour-
ism held a one day orienta-
tion programme for Taxi 
Association on July 5 2018 
at the conference hall of the 
Directorate of Tourism and 
encouraged the taxi drivers 
to act as good tourist guides 
in the state. 

A DIPR news bulletin 
informed that Secretary of 
Tourism (Government of 
Nagaland), Mhabemo Yan-
than, in his introductory 
note at the programme, 
pointed out that Nagaland 
has become an important 
tourist destination and 
therefore stated the people 

have to maintain the high-
est standard of responsi-
bility, commitment and 
devotion. 

In this connection, 
the Yanthan appealed the 
‘tourism department, taxi, 
bus and other related or-
ganizations to have proper 
coordination as  tourist 
guides and drivers because 
their duty is not only to 
take them to their respec-
tive destination but also 
to highlight them the best 
places to eat, stay and show 
important tourist spots.

He strongly maintained 
that the tourism industry In 
Nagaland should be taken 

advantage of by the people 
for the uplift of the local 
economy to a higher level. 
He said that economic up-
lift can also happen in the 
villages and every nook and 
corner where there is im-
portant tourist destination. 

He pointed out that 
the first contact the tourist 
make is the taxi driver and 
they play very important 
role by leaving behind a 
memorable impression on 
the tourist or the worst ex-
perience of their life time.

He mentioned that 
tourists are increasing in 
numbers in Nagaland be-
cause they have heard good 

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
MGM College, Dimapur, 
has organised its 2nd fresh-
er’s day  programme on July 
5 in the college auditorium 
with Archbishop Dr. Joseph 
Mar Dionysius as the presi-
dent, Dr. Manoj Prabhakar, 
HOD Department of Man-
agement as the guest of 
honour, Vishal Chouhan, 
DCP, Dimapur, as the chief 
guest.

Dr. Kavika Yepthomi, 
assistant professor depart-
ment of economics, wel-
comed the congregation, 
while the college’s principal, 
Rev. Fr. Shibu Varghese, read 
out the academic report 
of 2017-2018. The college 

magazine ‘Gregorians’ was 
released by the Archbish-
op by giving first copy to 
Limasunep Jamir, commis-
sioner of police, Dimapur.

College’s 1st and 2nd 
semester toppers Ms Naina 
Sharma and Ms Limatula 
Aier were awarded with KV 
Ponnan meritorious cash 
prize. Toppers and rank 
holders of MGMHSS were 
also felicitated during the 
programme with Mar Theo-
dosius Meritorious award 
which comprised of one 
year’s total tuition fees. The 
first terminal exam toppers 
from Classes Nursery to VIII 
were awarded with KV Pon-
nan cash award.  

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
MLA Moatoshi Longkumer 
today urged the Dimapur 
government officials to 
work together and have 
transparency and account-
ability while performing 
their assigned works. 

A DIPR news bulletin 
informed that the MLA 
elected from 2 Dimapur II 
Assembly Constituency on 
NPF ticket encouraged the 
officials during the monthly 
District Planning & Devel-
opment Board held at DC’s 
conference hall on Thu. 
July 5 which was chaired 
by Deputy Commissioner 
Sushil Kumar IAS. 

The MLA,  who attend-
ed the meeting, pointed 
out that employees who 
are posted in Dimapur are 
the privileged ones and 
further reminded that they 
are posted to work for the 
welfare of the people of 
Dimapur. 

He, therefore, called the 

gathered government of-
ficials to work together and 
have transparency and ac-
countability while perform-
ing their assigned works. 

He further urged them 
to do away with selfishness 
and nepotism and to stand 
up against pressure from 

different angles saying that 
he will also not seek any 
undue advantage from his 
side.

While speaking about 
sanitary condition of the 
city, Longkumer strongly 
underscore the importance 
of cleanliness and beau-

tification of Dimapur city 
; however, he said that ‘it 
should not be the respon-
sibility of some designated 
departments but it is the 
duty of every individual’.

Agendas regarding 
opening of new schools 
namely- Green Valley Acad-

emy, Razaphe Village; Noble 
Roots Academy, Diphupar 
B Dimapur; Spring Feild 
School Razaphe, Village Di-
mapur; Raindrops Academy 
(Viola Colony Dimapur); 
Jehovah Jireh School, Vi-
dima Village, Dimapur; 
Zakihiri Shuya Memorial 
School, Chumukedima Vil-
lage, Dimapur; Paramount 
School, Khaghaboto Town, 
Dimapur and The Sylvan 
School, Holohon Colony, 
Dimapur and upgrada-
tion of Dovecote Christian 
School, Seitheke Basa, Di-
mapur were discussed and 
approved to be forwarded 
to the Government.

The Board also recom-
mended Yimchungru Su-
rale Cultural Society, Chu-
mukedima; Unger Tenem 
Welfare Society; Zaphu 
Valeo Society, Urra Village; 
District Scrap Owners As-
sociation, Burma Camp; 
Global Mission Asia, Thi-
lixu Village; Walford Area 

Sumi Community (SHG) 
Dimapur; Trailblazer So-
ciety, Dimapur; Village 
Development Committee, 
Tokishe Village and Musik-a 
Society was also discussed 
and recommended to be 
forwarded after necessary 
verifications.

The Board also dis-
cussed agenda on removal 
of all tobacco advertise-
ments from Dimapur and 
after deliberation the house 
resolved to constitute a 
committee.

Highlights of the meet-
ing included PowerPoint 
presentation on activities of 
DHO Dimapur by District 
Horticulture Officer and 
Smoke free Initiative by 
DNO, NTCP, Dr. C Tetso.  
Chairman, Prodigals Home 
Dimapur, Ela San also gave 
a presentation on how to 
make Dimapur a disabled 
friendly and accessible dis-
trict, the DIPR news further 
added. 

things about our people, 
custom, tradition,food 
habits, hospitality, festivals 
and important tourist des-
tination where they want 
to explore and experience 
it. Therefore he called upon 
the drivers’ union and as-
sociations not to make a 
bad impression just for 
their temporary benefits or 
profit but to give their best 
effort in identifying tourist 
conveniences and make a 
good impression.

The programme was 
chaired by Deputy Direc-
tor, Veyielo Doulo. Trans-
portation an important 
component of Tourism was 
presented by Addl. Director 
(HoD), Akhale Vizo. Eti-
quette of Taxi Drivers was 
highlighted by NTA, Vice 
President, Kejaroko Pieru. 
Traffic Rules and Regula-
tions were presented by 
Dy.SP Traffic, Seyiesezo 
Peseyie. Other highlights of 
the programme included 
Beyond Driving/Chang-
ing Facets of service in-
dustry by NTA President, 
David Angami, Power point 
presentation on Driving 
Etiquette by Sr. DTO Ko-
hima, Yaongsanglee Chang 
and vote of thanks was 
delivered by Tourist Officer, 
Khekishe Kapo, the DIPR 
reported. 

Mokokchung 
A report from Mokokchung 
also informed of a similar 
workshop held Measles 
Rubella (MR) vaccination 
campaign was conducted 
at IDSP conference hall in 
Mokokchung.  The report 
informed that the CMO 
Mokokchung, Dr P Me-
demmayang highlighted 
about the objectives of 
workshop. He said that it 
is a part of global efforts to 
reduce illness and deaths 
due to MR in the country.

According to the re-
lease, the key objective of 
the campaign is to have 
100% coverage with MR 
vaccination for children 
between nine months to 
15 years of age. Resource 
person, Dr Shankar Reddy, 
an RRT from World Health 
Organization gave slide 
show presentation on basic 
strategic operational plans 
and other guidelines for 
MR vaccination campaign.

‘During the campaign, 
regular routine immuniza-
tion session will be con-
ducted without interrup-
tion. Once MR campaign is 
over, measles vaccine will 
be replaced by MR vaccine. 
The MR vaccination will 
start from October3,’ the 
release stated. 

The project officer of 
UNDP, Engum, discussed 
about the elimination 
strategies, planning, re-
porting, and communica-
tion for MR vaccination 
campaign and stated that 
elimination of MR control 
will be done by 2020, the 
release added.
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The new RCC bridge over Balu River connecting United North Block at Burma camp in Dimapur and 
Lahorijan in Assam, was inaugurated by minister for PWD Tongpang Ozukum on July 5. 

EM Images

A little girl gets her face painted during the ‘Summer Feast’ at Alempang ward, in Mokokchung on Thursday.

Political science students of Eastern Christian College seen here with faculty members during a field trip 
to Aoyimti village on June 29.

‘Friendship bridge’ over Balu River inaugurated

Eastern Christian College 
organises workshop on NAAC

Peace Channel holds annual Summer Camp 

 Alempang Youth Organisation’s 
‘Summer Fete’ underway

NBSE mourns with Bhattacharjee’s family 

STATE

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
Minister of Public Works 
Department (PWD), Tong-
pang Ozukum today inau-
gurated what he termed 
as “friendship bridge” over 
Balu River that connects 
United North Block, Burma 
camp in Dimapur and La-
horijan in Assam. 

Ozukum, while appre-
ciating the work of various 
contractors, said that the 
new bridge over Balu River 
was “not just a symbol of 
infrastructure and develop-
ment” but also “a symbol of 
friendship and connectiv-
ity”. 

He also cited the bridge 
as an important tool for not 
only boosting trade and 
business but also for social 
relations. 

The minister also ac-
knowledged that without 
the initiative of the previous 
PWD minister for the said 
project, the bridge would 
not have been possible. 

“I want to thank my 
predecessor for initiat-

Dimapur Press Club 
elects new office bearers

Sumi Council Dimapur mourns
Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
The Chairman of Sumi 
Council, Dimapur, Khuoi 
Zhimo today expressed 
deep sadness over the 
demise of S Yevuto Kiba, 
G.B., Riverbelt Colony who 
served as “an advisor and 
contributed towards its 
development”.

T h e  Su m i  Co u n c i l 
chairman, in a condolence 
message, stated that ‘Late 
S Yevuto Kiba was a dedi-
cated social worker and a 

pioneer of Dimapur town. 
He said that the demise 

of Yevuto Kiba has created 
a vacuum which will be dif-
ficult to fill. 

“I, on my own behalf, 
my family and on behalf 
of the Sumi Council, Di-
mapur express our deepest 
condolences to his family 
members and pray for the 
departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace,” stated the 
Sumi Council, Dimapur 
chairman. 

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): The Dimapur Press Club has a 
team of office bearers for the tenure 2018-20. the new 
DPC office bearers were elected during its general meet-
ing held at Press Point at Super Market in Dimapur held 
on July 5 2018. 

 The Dimapur Press Club for the tenure 2018 - 20 
2will be headed by  Dilip Sharma as president, Temjen-
renba Anichar - vice president, S Henlly Phom - general 
secretary, Imkong Walling -  joint secretary, Temshinaro 
Jamir - information and publicity secretary, Caisü Mao 
- sports secretary, Among Aier as finance secretary, and 
Asungba Ao as treasurer. The house also appointed 
Paudi Renta, Moa Longkumer, and Filip Sumi as execu-
tive members of the club.

BJP unit fetes newly appointed officers
Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Longleng District to-
day extended warm con-
gratulations to all the newly 
appointed state BJP office 
bearers “as representative 
from all 12 the Division level 
inclusion of Noklak Sub-
Division” 

A press release issued 
by the ‘G/S, Org & Adm. BJP 
Longleng Dist. Nagaland’ 
B Chemben Phom, while 

congratulating the newly 
appointed BJP office bear-
ers expressed hope that the 
‘team will fulfill the aspira-
tion of the Naga public as 
well as the BJP in the state. 

 The BJP division fur-
ther hoped that ‘under the 
visionary and powerful 
leadership of Temjen Imna 
Along, Minister for Higher 
and Technical Education 
and newly appointed BJP 
Nagaland president. 

ing the project; we must 
acknowledge something 
which is also good and not 
only about ruling or op-
position.”   

Ozukum further in-
formed the gathering that a 
coordination meeting was 

also held to finish all pend-
ing works on time. “We 
have to start from scratch 
and we have decided at the 
meeting to go and meet the 
concerned departments 
at the centre and apprise 
them about the bridges” 

he said adding that it was 
beyond the capability of the 
state government to finish 
all the pending works at the 
earliest. 

The project for the con-
struction of NH 29 at Burma 
Camp to Balu River, which 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 5 (EMN): With the onset 
of vacation time school children are seen 
flocking to enjoy their short break at ‘Sum-
mer Fete ‘ which got underway at grace 
garden, Alempang Ward, Mokokchung 
Town on Thursday.

The two-day summer extravaganza 
from is being organized by Alempang 
Youth Association (AYA) as  an opportu-
nity to get together for the community and 
also to raise fund for their two ambitious 
projects- athletic development and skill 
development for the youth.    

AYA president, Imlisunep while inter-

acting with media persons highlighted 
that the fund raised from the event will 
be used for promoting social welfare 
projects for youths in the field of sports, 
skill development and sanitation activi-
ties. He also informed that AYA, through 
this initiative,was able to provide fund for 
youths from the wards to participate in 
last year’s Mokokchung District Football 
Tournament.

He also added that this year the Associ-
ation was planning to add another feather 
to the feast by screening the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup matches in the venue to attracts 
more visitors.

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): Peace 
Channel, Dimapur organized its 
4th Summer Camp at DBIDL Hall, 
Don Bosco Campus from July 2 - 4, 
2018 which was attended by 120 
students along with eight ‘teachers 
animators from different Institu-
tion’. 

A press release issued by the 
“Peace Channel Desk”, while in-
forming about the summer camp, 
stated that the camp was held on 
the theme “Transformed by Peace 
to transform the World,” in collabo-
ration with NEI- Action Desk-NCCI 
and DAN with an objectives to 
make the peace club members to 
understand the concept of peace, 
conflict, Peace building, Peace 
Education and Youth as a peace 
builders in the Society. 

The participants of the camp, 
as per the report, were ‘capacitated 
on emotional handling skills, lead-
ership skills, peer mediation, inner 
peace, human rights, and peace 
through music’.

The release informed that 
‘peace activist’ Garrol Lotha ca-
pacitated the students on ‘Peer Me-
diation’ saying that it is a process of 

intervening in a conflict situation 
by the student to resolve student 
issues as a third neutral party.  

While stressing on the need of 
peer mediation in the school set-
tings which will help the students 
to resolve issues among them-
selves, the she enlightened on  ‘the 
qualities and skills needed to be 
a good Mediator which includes 
good communication skills, re-
spect for the peers, confidentiality, 
empathy, leadership potentials and 
willingness to receive feedbacks’.

Activist, Patrick Tungoe, while 
talking about ‘Peer Mediation’ is a 
process of students solving prob-
lems in the institutes, pointed out 
that to be a mediator one should 
always try to get each side of the 
story, set ground rules before me-
diation, elicited the feelings from 
both-sides, brainstorming solu-
tions, compromising to make an 
agreement and signing an agree-
ment. 

He enunciated on the kinds of 
kinds of disputes where the stu-
dents can mediate which includes 
misunderstandings between stu-
dents, teasing or name-calling, 

relationship arguments, accusa-
tions of theft or destruction of 
property, rumors and/or fights 
between groups. 

Tungoe further urged the stu-
dents to follow the Four Basic 
Principles being a mediator by 
maintaining neutrality, self-de-
termination, confidentiality and 
voluntary consent.

Another activist, Liangamang 
Robert addressed the students 
stating that leadership is the ability 
to translate unlimited potentials 
into desired results where one has 
to become leader of oneself first. 
Leadership is very common but it 
is important how one performs it.  
Emphasizing on inclusive leader-
ship he stated that leadership can 
also be a source of violence and 
conflict. 

He also mentioned that the 
characteristics of leadership are 
not - position, title and personal 
attributes rather leadership means 
being calm, confident, courageous 
and consistent.  

Tungoe further urged the par-
ticipants to become true leaders 
by first leading oneself in the right 

direction and encouraged the 
members to possess the qualities of 
calmness, confidence, courageous 
and consistent. Further, he encour-
aged the participants to acquire the 
skill of Delegation, Empathy, Resil-
ience, Attitude, Transparency, and 
Commitment he further encour-
aged the participants to be leaders 
for change.

PRO of Peace Channel, Kishor 
Das, who was also one of the speak-
ers, while enunciating on human  
rights and said human rights are 
‘integral part of human life since 
the possession of these rights 
distinguished human beings from 
other living beings’.

He also mentioned some of the 
Rights which are essential for the 
dignified human existence.

In this  connection,  Dass 
stressed on safeguarding human 
rights indicating the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights urg-
ing the participants to recognize 
the inherent dignity and equal 
inalienable rights of all members 
of human family as the foundation 
of freedom, justice and peace in 
the world. 

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
The Internal Quality Assur-
ance Cell (IQAC) of Eastern 
Christian College, Dimapur, 
has organised one-day 
workshop on NAAC Revised 
Assessment and Accredita-
tion (A&A) Framework on 
July 3 in the conference hall.

Dr. Visakhonü Hibo, 
principal of Japfü Christian 
College, Kohima, and re-
source person, has shared 
experiences on the new 
guidelines and how they 
strived/thrived while ap-
plying for Institutional In-
formation for Quality As-
sessment (IIQA) including 
preparation and uploading 
online of Self Study Report 
(SSR) along with arranging 
the templates/ valid docu-
ments to be clarified for 
Data Validation Verification 
(DVV). 

The college IQAC co-
ordinator, D Athikho, stat-
ed that the resource per-
son spoke on the need of 
processing the vital infor-
mation of all the students’ 
data about valid e-mail ID 
and permanent mobile/ 
contact number required 
for Students Satisfaction 
Survey (SSS) to be conduct-
ed in random sampling of 

10% of the enrolled stu-
dents.

The resource person 
also enriched the partici-
pants (faculties) to maintain 
the Curriculum Vitae (CV) 
of each and every individ-
ual faculty in the form of 
their academic/ personal 
records, certificates, awards, 
citations on contribution 
and services to the society 
at large and also to maintain 
their personal profile. She 
also encouraged the college 
to make/ have a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MOUs) among peer col-
leges and other organisa-
tions/ agencies/ NGOs to 
undertake joint research/ 
project/ programmes. 

Dr. Hibo also motivat-
ed the teachers to make 
themselves undertake mini-
researches and extension 
works under UGC/ ICCSR. 
She further urged the in-
stitution to make an effort 
to take up at least two best 
practices citing examples 
like “conservation of biodi-
versity and career guidance” 
programmes.

Meanwhile, the college 
has extended gratitude to 
the resource person for 
making herself available 

is a 2.5 km stretch till the 
border and the said 30 me-
tres Reinforced Cement 
Concrete (RCC) bridge was 
informed to have cost INR 
1381.14 lakhs.  

“The funds are 100% 
provided by the Govern-
ment of India through the 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways under Inter 
State Connectivity (ISC) 
scheme, informed Lima-
dongdang Jamir, Chief En-
gineer, PWD(R&B), while 
giving out the technical 
report.

He informed that the 
estimate was based on 
Nagaland’s PWD sched-
ule rates 2013. Through an 
open tender, the contractor 
T Tachu and company was 
awarded the work on Octo-
ber 16, 2015, he informed.

The project was sched-
uled to be completed by 
October 2017 but due to de-
lay in obtaining necessary 
clearance from the Assam 
counterpart, the period was 
extended, stated the chief 
engineer. 

and also enlightening the 
faculty members on meet-
ing the various require-
ments under the new NAAC 
guidelines.

In a  separate  pro-
gramme, political science 
department of the college 
undertook an educational 
study field trip to Aoyim-
kum village and Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) 
office on June 29.

Altogether, 18 students 
from BA 5th semester politi-
cal science (honours) along 
with the head of depart-
ment Impangsangla Jamir 
and D Athikho, assistant 
professor undertook the 
field trip.

Department has ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
DMC administrator, Moa 
Sangtam, and all his staff 
and also to all the council 
members of Aoyimkum 
village for all their valuable 
help and co-operation dur-
ing the study trip.

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): 
The Chairman, officers and 
staff of the Nagaland Board 
of School Education has 
conveyed condolence at 
the demise of Maya Bhatta-
charjee, Chairman of Manik 
Bhattacharjee Foundation 
who passed away on July 4. 

In a condolence mes-

sage from the NBSE’s chair-
man Asano Sekhose, it 
stated that Bhattacharjee’s 
contribution to education 
particularly her interven-
tions through the Manik 
Bhattacharjee Foundation 
to promote quality educa-
tion is note worthy. Describ-
ing her as a noble soul, the 

note added that she will be 
missed by the education 
fraternity. 

Further, the NBSE con-
doled with the family mem-
bers and prayed that the 
Almighty God give strength 
and grace to the bereaved 
family members in this hour 
of grief. 
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1870SUD0KU 1710
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1869

ACROSS
1. Worthless or 

oversimplified ideas
4. “Uncle ___”
7. Manila hemp
12. ___ Lilly, drug company
13. Don’t know when yet
14. Elephant’s name
15. Edible marine gastropod 

mollusk
17. Metrical (poetic) units
18. Corn
19. Horny projecting jaws of 

a bird
21. Own (Scottish)
22. Used to cut and shape 

wood
24. Sorrowful
25. Survey (opinion)
26. Chiefly perennial grasses 

of cool temperate 
regions

27. Spanish doctor
29. Give a summary
31. City in Kansas
35. Fastened again
37. Father
38. Indo-Chinese people
41. Mortar trough
42. Pueblo people of New 

Mexico
43. Two-year-old sheep
44. Similar to the color of 

blood or a ripe tomato
45. British Air Aces
46. San Antonio fort
48. A citizen of Iran
52. Goddesses
53. Have already done
54. The 22nd letter of the 

Greek alphabet
55. Samoyedic
56. The winged goddess 

of the dawn in ancient 
mythology

57. Take in solid food 

DOWN
1. Round globular seed
2. A close-sleeved linen 

liturgical vestment
3. Galleries
4. Greek portico
5. Airborne (abbrev.)
6. Bacchanalian
7. Ancient Hebrew month
8. The cry made by sheep
9. Conductance unit
10. A clique that seeks power
11. Spirit in The Tempest

16. The side of something that is 
sheltered from the wind

20. Compiled or modified
22. Month
23. Mature female deer
24. Foam as if boiling
25. Make a sharp explosive noise
27. Madame (abbrev.)
28. Important North Atlantic fish
30. A large vessel for making 

coffee or tea
32. Building
33. Tibeto-Burmese people

34. Government computer 
language

36. A salt or ester of hydriodic acid
38. Not fresh
39. _____ of Troy
40. Chalcedony
42. A browning of the skin
44. Diana ____, singer
45. Radioactivity units
47. Witty remark
49. ___ de Janeiro, Brazil
50. Satisfaction
51. Insect egg

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1709

Centre to help resolve 
flood problem in Manipur

Hunger strike to remove Manipur University VC

Political storm brews in Meghalaya

Tripura (central) 
university gets new 
vice chancellor

Maintain ‘Pan Arunachal view’ 
for all dev work: Guv to officers

AR saves electrical burn patient

Assam CM tells NHIDCL to repair NHs

Sangma assures to solve miners grievances

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 5 (EMN): Un-
ion Minister of State (MoS) 
for water resources, Arjun 
Ram Meghwal, has assured 
all possible assistance from 
the central government in 
mitigating the flood situ-
ation in Manipur and also 
provide necessary funds 
to restore normalcy at the 
earliest.

Arjun Ram was on two-
day visit to take stock of the 
ground reality on frequent 
floods and the extent of 
damages. He had inspect-
ed the Dolaithabi Barrage 
Project and the Thoubal 
multipurpose project.

Speaking to reporters, 
Arjun Ram that his visit was 
to look for a long term policy 
and arrangement to prevent 
flood in future in the state as 
the present central govern-
ment does not believe in 
mere short term measures.

“If the problem is not 
addressed with a long-term 

vision, the problem will be-
come worse and people 
will suffer repeatedly due to 
the cumulative effect. The 
government is committed 
to bring development to 
the NE region as the region 
remains backward in com-
parison to the rest of the 
state,” he added.

On the way to Thou-
bal multipurpose project at 
Maphou, Arjun Ram also 
interacted with the dam af-
fected people. The MoS was 
accompanied by the state 
minister of water resource 
Letpao Haokip; commis-
sioner H Deleep; chief en-
gineer of water resources 
department Pritam; and 
other top officials of the 
department.

The minister’s visit was 
part of the Prime Minis-
ter’s instruction to visit NE 
states regularly to stock of 
the situation and to relay the 
ground reality on severity of 
the damage caused by the 

flood to the higher officials 
at the centre.

On Wednesday, he in-
spected the flood affected 
areas of the state. State min-
ister of consumer affairs, 
food and public distribu-
tion, Karam Shyam, who is 
the local MLA of Langth-
abal where many houses 
were damaged in the re-
cent flood, was also present 
when the union minister 
and his team visited Lilong 
Chaj ing  Thongkhong, 
Chajing Mairenkhong, and 
Chajing Karam areas.

The visiting minister 
also had a brief interaction 
with the affected victims 
of the flood, whose houses 
were swept away by the 
flood water, and assured 
them adequate assistance. 

The central minister 
also called on the state chief 
minister, N Biren, prior to 
his departure for the nation-
al capital after the visit to 
Thoubal multipurpose dam.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 5 (EMN): The 
students, teachers and staff 
of Manipur University have 
decided to organise relay 
hunger strike demanding 
removal of the vice chan-
cellor Prof. Adya Prasad 
Pandey in the “academic 
interest” of the university 
from July 9 onwards.

A decision to this ef-
fect was taken during the 

joint meeting of Manipur 
University Teachers Asso-
ciation (MUTA), Manipur 
University Staff Associa-
tion (MUSA), and Manipur 
University Students’ Union 
(MUSU) held at the MUTA 
seminar hall at the univer-
sity campus in the presence 
of MUTA president Prof. I 
Tomba, MUSA president 
S Jibankumar, and MUSU 
president M Dayaman 

Singh on July 5.
The meeting also re-

solved to organise a mass 
rally in the heart of the 
Imphal city in the second 
week of July 2018 as part of 
intensifying ongoing move-
ment in the university.

It may be mentioned 
that Manipur University 
Students’ Union (MUSU) 
has launched an indefinite 
shutdown of the university 

since May 30, demanding 
removal of the vice chan-
cellor Prof. Adya Prasad 
Pandey over financial and 
administrative misman-
agement, including unof-
ficial tours and violation of 
the university Act. 

The students’ stir was 
also supported by the 
MUSA and locals resid-
ing around the university 
campus.

On the other hand 
MUTA has demanded con-
stitution of a high level en-
quiry commission to look 
into the allegations over 
financial and administra-
tive irregularities.

Prof. Pandey, in a media 
interaction on June 24, said 
he was trying his best to 
resolve the crisis. However, 
he failed to bring about an 
amicable solution till date. 

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): All is not 
well within the National People’s 
Party (NPP) led Meghalaya Dem-
ocratic Alliance (MDA) as the 
People’s Democratic Front (PDF) 
has threatened to withdraw 
support following the former 
decision to withdraw support to 
the People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) in Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council (KHADC).

However, deputy chief min-
ister and NPP leader, Prestone 
Tynsong, claimed that there is 
no threat at all to the govern-
ment, a UNI report said.

“There is no threat at all to 
the MDA government. All MDA 
coalition partners are intact,” 
Tynsong was quoted as saying.

The move of the PDF, a key 
partner in the MDA government, 
to pull out from the govern-
ment followed after the NPP 
and United Democratic Party 
(UDP) members in the autono-
mous council planned to oust 
the incumbent KHADC chief 

executive member, Pynshngian 
N Syiem of the PDF.

“We will have to consider 
withdrawing support to MDA 
coalition government if the NPP 
members betray the agreement 
of supporting the PDF in run-
ning the KHADC,” Syiem said.

Four PDF legislators Bantei-
dor Lyngdoh Mawphlang, Ham-
letson Dohling, Gavin Miguel 
Mylliem and Jason Sawkmie 
Mawlong are part of the MDA 
government and two among 
them, Lyngdoh and Dohling, are 
cabinet ministers.

Quoting sources, the report 
stated that majority of the mem-
bers have joined the campaign 
to remove Syiem from the CEM 
post and elect a new leader in his 
place from among the members.

“Majority of the members 
have lost faith in the style of 
functioning of the present CEM, 
who is playing too much po-
litical games,” one of the MDCs 
said on anonymity.

Interestingly, it was alleged 
that the CEM, who came to 
know about the move, had of-
fered some MDCs to undertake 
a trip to Kolkata.

It reported that earlier too, 
some MDCs have also signed 
a letter in support of the move 
to topple Syiem. The letter was 
also proposed to be sent to the 
Governor requesting him to 
convene an emergent session 
of the council. Sources claimed 
that 17 MDCs at present were 
in favour of the move to change 
the leader.

The MDA comprised of 36 
legislators including 19 from 
NPP, six from United Democratic 
Party (UDP), four from People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF), two 
each from Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party (HSPDP) and 
Bharatiya Janata Party, lone 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) and two Independents 
of the effective strength of 59 in 
60-member House.

Agartala, July 5 (EMN): Veteran professor Dr. Vijay-
kumar Laxmikantrao Dharurkar (65), head of the 
department of mass communication and journalism 
of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, 
Aurangabad, has been appointed as third vice chan-
cellor of Tripura University for next five years.

Ministry of human resource development has 
informed this in a letter to Registrar of the university, 
a UNI report stated.

The incumbent vice chancellor Prof. AK Ghosh 
had completed his tenure couple of months ago 
but was asked to continue until new appointment 
is made. During the tenure of Prof Ghosh, Tripura 
University hit headlines in media because of wrong 
reasons and Tripura assembly had to unanimously 
passed resolution seeking investigation against him 
on academic and administrative corruption, it added.

It reported that ministry of HRD has been in-
vestigating against Prof. Ghosh and few others of 
the university on the charge of misappropriation 
development fund, nepotism in appointment and 
promotion of teachers and staff and misusing uni-
versity property, purchasing of e-books, furniture and 
electronic gadgets.

Because of administrative flaws and massive 
irregularities, university was ranked among lowest 
in the past. Moreover, Tripura university was also 
listed in one of the 11 non-performing university of 
the country, which enraged the state government 
and embarrassed the central government, the report 
stated.

According to the university sources, Prof. Dharu-
rkar is expected to join next week.

Meanwhile, Tripura chief minister, Biplab Kumar 
Deb, and the higher education minister, Ratan Lal 
Nath, have congratulated newly appointed VC of 
the central university and hoped that under his rule 
Tripura university would regain its lost glory and 
prestige.

Itanagar, July 5 (PTI): Aru-
nachal Pradesh Governor 
Brig (Retd) B D Mishra today 
urged the government offi-
cials to maintain a ‘pan Aru-
nachal view’ while carrying 
out development work in 
the state, an official release 
said here today.

T h e  g ov e r n o r  a l s o 
stressed that any initia-
tive taken by the officials 
should be able to address 
the challenges faced by ma-
jority of the population in 
Arunachal. Addressing a 
meeting of the state’s senior 
officers at Raj Bhavan here, 
Mishra stated that “every 
paisa spent” from the public 
funds on any programme or 
project should be utilized to 
bring about development, 
the release said.

The meeting was con-
vened to discuss issues that 
could be raised at a plenary 

conference of the North 
Eastern Council (NEC) in 
Shillong on July 9 and 10, it 
said. The governor, during 
today’s meet, also shared 
his concerns about the al-
leged corrupt practices and 
absence of government of-
ficials from their offices.

He asked the bureau-
crats to suggest issues that 
could be taken up for dis-
cussion at the plenary meet-
ing.

“The state must make 
best use of the NEC forum 
to solve problems related to 
road connectivity, law and 
order, infrastructure, educa-
tion and health,” the release 
said quoting Mishra.

The governor also ad-
vised the officers to explore 
institutional mechanism 
to expedite the implemen-
tation of NEC-sponsored 
projects, it added.

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): Kakching 
battalion of the Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of HQ IGAR (South) has 
saved the life of an electrical burn 
victim on July 5.

The victim identified as Md 
Sabir Ahmad (32) of Sora village in 
Kakching district, suffered an elec-
trical shock and was immediately 
rushed to the unit hospital. The 

victim was treated by the medical 
team under the regimental medi-
cal officer and was discharged after 
giving necessary medical aid and 
stabilising vital parameters. 

Prompt and efficient action 
of battalion’s medical team was 
lauded by the civilians and also 
reinforced good faith among the 
locals.

Guwahati, July 5 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
today told the National Highways 
and Infrastructure Development 
Corporation (NHIDCL) officials to 
immediately repair the damaged 
portion of the national highways 
in the state, a government release 
said.

The chief minister during a 
meeting with NHIDCL general 
manager, Ajitpal Singh Brar and 
other senior officials at Dibrugarh 
also told them to speed up con-
struction of new roads in the state.

Sonowal said the people of 
the state are “dissatisfied” with 
NHIDCL for pathetic condition of 
the national highways.

The chief minister suggested 
to the NHIDCL officials to adopt 
advanced and latest technologies 
for road repair and construction, 
it said.

Urging the NHIDCL officials to 
ensure sincerity and timely execu-
tion of construction, Sonowal also 
suggested engagement of local 
engineers and contractors in the 
works, it said.

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): Meg-
halaya chief minister, Conrad 
K Sangma, today informed 
that deliberation with the 
Ministry of Coal, Government 
of India, in resolving the griev-
ances and hardship of the coal 
miners is in advanced stage 
and added that the union coal 
minister has been very posi-
tive with the representations 
and memorandums submit-
ted by the state government.

Sangma informed this 
to the delegation of the state 
co-ordination committee 
of coal owners, miners and 
dealers forum, who called on 
him at his office and sought 
his intervention to resolve the 

grievance and hardship of the 
coal miners.

A press release from the 
chief minister’s office stated 
that Sangma had told the 
delegation that mining of coal 
has been the priority of the 
government and all modali-
ties with respect to environ-
ment, safety of miners, etc are 
being thoroughly worked out.

The delegation had sub-
mitted a memorandum to 
chief minister reiterating the 
exemption of central mining 
laws from autonomous region 
of the state under Para 12 (A), 
(b) of the Sixth Schedule to 
the Constitution of India and 
sought his intervention on 

finalisation of mining map, 
policy and guidelines.

He told the forum that in 
the past three months, the 
government has engaged with 
the ministry of coal on several 
occasions and the discussion 
are moving forward. 

He told the forum that 
government is concern for 
the environment and eco-
nomic activities, which re-
volves around coal mining in 
Meghalaya.

He assured the delegation 
that the state government is 
finding out way forward to 
ensure that mining could be 
started taking utmost care of 
the environment.  

Union Minister of State (MoS) for Water Resources, Arjun Ram Meghwal, during his meeting the Manipur chief 
minister, N Biren, in Imphal on Thursday.

Members of the state co-ordination committee of coal owners, miners and dealers forum submitting a memorandum to 
the Meghalaya chief minister Conrad K Sangma on July 5.



LOST NOTICE
I, MR.BABURAM MUNDA am 
applying for duplicate copy of 
H.S.L.C. Pass Certificate as I have 
lost it.
Biodatas are as:-
Name: MR. BABURAM MUNDA
F/Name: SRI PAHANA MUNDA
D.O.B: 15.02.1977
Roll: KOH NO: 3093
RESULT: PASSED, DIVISION: 2ND
YEAR OF EXAM: 1994
YEAR OF PASSING: 1995
NAME OF BOARD: NBSE
ADDRESS: BALIJAN, KARBI 
ANGLONG, ASSAM
CONTACT NUMBER: 7896411515
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV            Dated Kohima, the 18th June, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. VILITO W/o LT. HOKATO L. ZHIMO, S.A.  P.W.D (R&B) 
South Div Kohima  resident of Lerie Colony, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, 
Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband- 
GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity, NPRIS & NPS benefits.  Bank A/C No. 
11819547850 SBI Satakha Branch. Who expired on 15-05-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2638

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V     Dated Kohima, the 5th July, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. NEINO YANO W/o LT. NEILAVOTO, R/Fitter, P.W.D (R&B) 
Dimapur Division  resident of Kigwema Village, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part 
X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, GPF, 
GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits entilted.  Bank 
A/C No. 30202560914 SBI Dimapur Branch. Who expired on 28-12-2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2639

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV           Dated Kohima, the 18th June  2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. MESATSINUO W/O LT. VIKEHIEKHO DAHOU, Pensioner 
resident of Kiruphema Bawe Village has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ 
operate/ transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. 111506765 of 
Treasury, Kohima (North) . Bank A/C No- 30750210443 SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 24/03/2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland KG-2640

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                Dated Kohima, the 5th July  2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. NMERI LOTHA W/O LT. TSUMOMO LOTHA, Pensioner 
resident of New Market Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ 
operate/ transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. 111301786 of 
Treasury, Kohima (North) . Bank A/C No- 33512185269 SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 09/05/2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland KG-2641

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/96/2018-V                Dated Kohima, the 5th July  2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. VIKETOUNUO ZHASA W/O LT. N.N. ZHASA, Pensioner resident 
of Kigwema Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ 
transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. NL/S/ 111711670 of Treasury, 
Kohima (South) . Bank A/C No- 20146045049 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima & Axis 
Bank, Dimapur Branch A/C No. 378010100055037. Who expired on 05/04/2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland KG-2642
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ADMISSION  
 

Class 10 Repeaters in all subjects. 
Class 12 Repeaters (Arts & Commerce) in all subjects.. 
1.  NPSC, UPSC, NCS, NPS, NSS & Allied Services 
2.  Montessori Teacher’s Training(PERI) 3.  Spoken English 
4.  Computer course (DCA, DTP) 5.   Stenography & Typewriting        
6.  Cutting & Tailoring 7.   Embroidery 8.  Knitting      

Contact Capital Training Institute & Coaching Centre 
 Near TCP Gate, Kohima 9402831939/ 9436201083 

 

Hostel available for 
both boys & girls 

28 years 
Trust 

  

Daily Test 
after the 

class. 

K-
17

85

THE UPLIFTMENT  
HEALTH CARE SOCIETY

PILES TREATMENT
AYURVEDIC MEDICINE

KABIRAJ .MD. TAJ KHAN
1. Piles Bleeding 
2. Piles Fistula 3. Asthma 
4. Ladies White Discharge 
5. Sinus & Tonsil 6. Allergy 
Ringworm 7. Gastric
Add:- KEDITSU CENTRE
 2nd Floor, Opposite War 

Cemetery
 Kohima, Nagaland - 797001.
 TIME: 9:30 am - 4:00 pm, 

Daily.
 Phone: 9856537833

K-1787

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA
No. DHFW-5/TRG/PMTI/2014/3707-3710   / Dated, Kohima the 5th July, 2018.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
Directorate of Health and Family Welfare invites interested 

candidates who have passed (10+2) Science to undergo 2 (two) 
years Diploma in Laboratory Technology (DMLT) approved by All 
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and affiliated to State 
council of Technical Education (SCTE), at Para Medical Training 
Institute (PMTI) Kohima for the academic session 2018-2019. 
Prescribed application form for Entrance and other information may 
be obtained from the Office of Principal PMTI, Kohima, during Office 
Hours. Last date of submission of application form is 31.07.2018.

Phone: 0370-2221738
SD/- DR. VIKEYIE LOSU

Principal Director
Dte. of Health & Family Welfare

Nagaland, KohimaKG-2637

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRETORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NOTIFICATION

NO. DTE/ CSAB-NEUT/1/2018-19/ : This is for general information that School of Engineering & 
Technology, Nagaland University, Dimapur have reserved 30 seats for study of B. Tech Programme 
for the session 2018-19 i.e. 6 (six) seats each under the following courses as given below.

Interested candidates may apply through application in plain paper. Last date for submission of 
application to the office of the undersigned supported by necessary documents is 11th July, 2018.

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
Director

Sl. No. Branch Duration Eligibility

1 Agricultural Engineering & 
Technology

4 years Pass in 10+2 with Physics & Mathematics as compulsory 
subject along with any one of Chemistry/ Biotechnology/ 
Computer Science/ Biology. Minimum 50% marks for 
General and 45% marks for SC/ST/OBC candidates

2 Computer Science & 
Engineering

-do- -do-

3 Electronics & Communication 
Engineering

-do- -do-

4 Information Technology -do- -do-

5 Biotechnology -do Passed in PCBM at 10+2 exam (Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology & Mathematics). Minimum 50% marks for 
General and 45% marks for SC/ST/OBC candidates

KG-2636

AFFIDAVITRegd.No.1257/18  Date: 5.7.18
I, JULIAN THEPFUNEIZO ZINYU, Son of Late Joseph Jasokie, resident of 
Zinyu Gas Service, Circular Road, Dimapur. Nagaland do hereby solemnly 
affirm and declare on oath as follows:- 
1. That, I am citizen of India.  
2. That, my name is Julian Thepfuneizo Zinyu. 
3. That my name is recorded as Julian T Jasokie, in my Pan Card, 
Aadhar Card, Electoral Roll, Driving Licence and Bank accounts of SBI 
Bazar No.20087658573, Vijaya Bank No.810201010016413, Central Bank 
No.1720641733 and Baroda Bank No.10180100011744, However in my 
Indian Passport recorded as Julian Thepfuneizo Jasokie, due to inadvertent 
clerical mistakes 
4. That this affidavit is sworn for the purpose of change and correction of my 
name as Julian Thepfuneizo Zinyu in future for all purposes and intent if any 
false information given by me mentioned above then I shall be fully liable. 
Verification: - That I verify that the above statements made in para 1 to 4 are 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

DEPONENT
(Julian Thepfuneizo Zinyu)

Solemnly Sworn Before Me
APHIEN

NOTARY PUBLIC D-5661

NOTICE INVITATING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO 
COME. FORWARD (SECTION 375 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925).
In the Court of Shri ALBERT EZUNG 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Dimapur District, Nagaland
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant 
of Succession Certificate for the estate of Late Helena Kuki  
Deseased, has been filed by Shri/Smti Suntali B.K relation 
wife R/O New Chumukedima Village to draw his/her family 
pension, Bank Acct, etc, who expired on 24.2.18  
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 
administration of the estate of the said deceased, may if he / 
she so desire may appear in this court within 30 days, on the 
said day of 06/8/18
Given under the hand and seal of the court this 05 Day of 7/18. 

Sd/-
Addl. Deputy Commissioner  

Dimapur: Nagaland D-5662

KOHIMA BIBLE COLLEGE
Approved by The Govt. of Nagaland

Affiliated to NATA, Associate Member of ATA

NEW ADMISSION
open for the following courses:

Master of Divinity (Regular & Extension)  
Bachelor of Theology
Pre- Theology Course

# 11th July, 2018: COLLEGE reopens for the Autumn Semester 2018 
 
 

ALUMNI MEET 2018 
KOHIMA BIBLE COLLEGE cordially invite all the Alumni in commemoration 

with the 48th FOUNDATION DAY to celebrate the faithfulness of God. 
Date: 1st August, 2018

Place: Kohima Bible College

For more information contact:
(M)- 9436011961/8575733192 

3x11 K-1786
K-1786

NO.NSRLM/SMMU/ADVT/2012-13 Dated Kohima, the 5th July 2018

Position No. of Post Eligibility Remuneration

Area Coordinator 
(Livelihoods)

36 Posts
- 4 each in Dimapur, 
Kiphire, Kohima, Longleng, 
Mokokchung, Mon, Phek, 
Wokha and Zunheboto

*Posting will be at the 
Block level

Science graduate from any 
recognized university.

*Preference will be given 
those from Agri and allied 
technical background.

Age limit: 40 years

Rs. 20,000/-Month

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NAGALAND STATE RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

ADVERTISEMENT

Note: 
1. Candidates fulfilling the criteria may submit their Application with complete 

requisiteacademic documents, Employment Card, ST/Indigenous Certificate and 2 
(two) passport photograph at Nagaland State Rural Livelihoods Mission, Head Office, 
MGNREGA & NRLM Building, Directorate of Rural Development on or before 12th July 
2018 between 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. No application will be accepted after the last 
date of submission.

2. The contract will be for a period of 2 (two) years initially and will be extended based 
on performance. 

3. Candidates must specify the name of District they are applying for.
4. Indigenous tribe hailing from the mentioned Blocks/Districts will be given preference
5. Admit Card will be issued at the time of submission of Application
6. Date, Time and Venue of the Interview will be intimated in local dailies.

Sd/-
ATHEL O. LOTHA

Addl. Secretary, RD & Mission Director, NRLM
Nagaland: Kohima

KG-2635
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Sensex snaps two day winning run 
on trade turbulence; Infy, RIL tumble 

Fuel prices rise after declining INR 2-3 in over a month

Mumbai, July 5 (PTI): 
Benchmarks reversed 
a two-session winning 
run to finish modestly 
lower today, reflecting 
losses across Asian peers 
ahead of imposition of 
additional US tariffs on 
Chinese exports.

The BSE Sensex fell 
over 70.85 points to close 
at 35,574.55, while the 
Nifty shed 20.15 points to 
10,749.75.

Index heavyweight 
Re l i a n c e  In d u s t r i e s 
slumped 2.53 per cent 
after the conglomerate’s 
Chairman Mukesh Am-
bani unveiled a mega 
fixed-line broadband 
initiative, among other 
plans.

However, Infosys was 
the biggest loser in the 
Sensex pack, sinking 4.47 
per cent ahead of its June 
quarter earnings next 
week.

Asian markets mostly 
ended lower as caution 
crept in ahead of the July 
6 deadline for imposition 
of US tariffs on Chinese 
goods, posing risks of a 
wider flare-up of trade 
tensions.

After opening high-
er, the 30-share Sensex 
quickly slipped into the 
red, largely in line with 
weak Asian cues, and 
hit a low of 35,517.79. 
It  f inally f inished at 
35,574.55, down by 70.85 
points, or 0.20 per cent. 

T h e  i n d e x  h a d 
climbed 380.99 points 
in the past two sessions, 
spurred by sustained 
buying by domestic in-
stitutional investors.

The wider NSE Nifty 
too fell by 20.15 points 
or 0.19 per cent to end 
at 10,749.75. It shuttled 
between 10,726.25 and 
10,786.05 during the ses-
sion.

Meanwhile, on a net 
basis, foreign institution-
al investors (FIIs) sold 
shares worth INR 284.58 
crore, while domestic 
institutional investors 
(DIIs) bought equities 
to the tune of Rs 611.01 
crore in yesterday’s trade, 
provisional data showed. 

“On the other hand, 
mid and small caps con-
tinued to underperform 

New Delhi, July 5 (IANS): 
After declining by around 
INR 2-3 over a month 
period, petrol and die-
sel prices rose for the 
first time in a month 
across the four metros 
on Thursday.

In the national capi-
tal ,  petrol  was  sold 
at INR 75.71 per litre, 
up from INR 75.55 on 
Wednesday, data on the 
Indian Oil Corp’s website 
showed.

In the other key cities 
of Kokata, Mumbai and 
Chennai, the fuel was 

priced at INR 78.39, INR 
83.10 and INR 78.57 per 
litre, respectively, against 
the previous levels of INR 
78.23, INR 82.94 and INR 
78.40 per litre.

This rise in fuel prices 
assumes significance as 
just prior to the recent 
decline, petrol and diesel 
prices rose to all-time 
high levels across the 
four metropolitan cities, 
that too at a much higher 
rate.

In contrast to the fall 
of nearly INR 3 in pet-
rol prices in the last 36 

days, price of the fuel had 
spiralled nearly Rs 4 in 
just 16 days before prices 
started to drop. 

Similarly, diesel pric-
es also rose on Thursday 
after declining by nearly 
INR 2 per litre in the last 
one month.

Diesel prices in Delhi, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai on Thursday 
were INR 67.50,  INR 
70.05, INR 71.62 and 
INR 71.24, respectively, 
up from INR 67.38, INR 
69.93, INR 71.49 and INR 
71.12 per litre.

as investors are switching 
to large caps to minimise 
the risk...Asian market 
witnessed consolidation 
due to trade restrictions 
and weakening cur-
rency,” said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services. 

Sensex laggards in-
cluded Vedanta, that fell 
3.09 per cent, Tata Steel 
2.71 per cent, Sun Phar-
ma 2.31 per cent, Tata 
Motors 2.06 per cent, 
Bharti Airtel 0.83 per 
cent, Power Grid 0.77 per 
cent and Axis bank 0.66 
per cent, among others.

On the other hand, 
Yes Bank spurted 3.96 
per cent after the bank 
received SEBI approval 
to launch a mutual fund 
business.

Other gainers were 
ITC 2.97 per cent, Bajaj 
Auto 2.45 per cent, Asian 
Paints 2.35 per cent, Coal 
India 2.27 per cent, M&M 
1.34 per cent, Maruti Su-
zuki 1.28 per cent and 
Hero Motocorp 0.99 per 
cent, among others.

In sectoral  terms, 
c o n s u m e r  d u r a b l e s 
plunged 2.78 per cent, 
realty 1.70 per cent, IT 
1.60 per cent, metal 1.41 
per cent, teck 1.34 per 
cent, healthcare 1.22 per 
cent, capital goods 0.61 

per cent, oil and gas 0.52 
per cent, power 0.49 per 
cent, infrastructure 0.45 
per cent and PSU 0.29 
per cent.

F M C G ,  a u t o  a n d 
bankex finished with 
gains of up to 1.03 per 
cent.

Selling pressure also 
gathered momentum in 
broader markets, with 
the BSE mid-cap index 
falling 0.71 per cent and 
the small-cap gauge los-
ing 0.40 per cent.

In Asia, Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng fell 0.21 per 

cent, Japan’s Nikkei de-
clined 0.78 per cent and 
China’s Shanghai Com-
posite Index slumped 
0.91 per cent

European markets 
were up in their early 
deals. Frankfurt DAX was 
trading higher by 0.97 
per cent, while Paris CAC 
40 rose 0.76 per cent. 
London’s FTSE advanced 
0.43 per cent.
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India’s Plurality 
Must Be Protected

T
here are laws, but no order in India today. Eve-
ryday reports of rapes, murders, lynching are 
found in newspapers. While the perpetrators 
of these crimes are hardly being punished, 

law-abiding citizens are spending sleepless nights 
worrying about their uncertain future. Some fears 
about the future of their girl child. Some fear about the 
future of their livelihoods for belonging to a certain 
section of the society while others fear for their lives 
and properties as they are not sure what’s in store next. 
All in all, even after nearly seven decades of adopting 
Democracy, India has failed to ensure justice to all ir-
respective of caste, creed and religion. All parameters 
in this regard are showing a dangerous upward trend 
towards destruction. Dalits are being tortured. Minor-
ities are being attacked. Yet, our leaders are repeating 
themselves like tutored-parrots that ‘All is well’.

There is enough evidence to prove that nothing 
is going as per the law in the country. Take the recent 
example of lynching of two people in Uttar Pradesh. 
They were beaten to death on allegations of being in-
volved in cow slaughter during Id festivities. Even be-
fore it was proved whether the allegations were true 
or false, the judgement was delivered. Two poor peo-
ple belonging to minority community had to join the 
list of casualty who lost their lives in the hands of so 
called cow-protectors. A similar incident happened in 
Jharkhand too. In that State, six people were assaulted 
by an unruly mob for transporting cows. On the oth-
er hand, our record on women safety during the last 
couple of years is dismal to say the least. Every day 
from the length and breadth of the country, incidents 
of rape are being reported with unfailing regularity. 
Atrocities on Dalits are also on the rise. These days 
Dalits are not allowed to go in a procession for mar-
riage ceremonies. In Gujarat, a Dalit youth was killed 
for ridding on a horse. There are numerous instances 
to prove that nothing is going according to the claims 
of our leaders.

Some see a definite design to polarise the soci-
ety behind all such incidents. While it can’t be stated 
with certainty that they are wrong, one thing which is 
certain is the fact that majority of Indian people still 
believe in pluralism. Thus efforts to polarise the soci-
ety will never be fulfilled. But definitely it will weaken 
Indian society which over the years has been strength-
ened by adopting pluralism. This is exactly the mes-
sage which former President Pranab Mukherjee has 
recently delivered, Mr. Mukherjee on that occasion 
emphasised that intolerance has no place in Indian 
society. Actually the perpetrators of such crimes are 
earning a bad name for their religion, country and so-
ciety. India is a land of spirituality, brotherhood and 
togetherness. India is a confluence of various civilisa-
tions and culture. A handful of people will never be 
able destroy the social fabric of this great country. But 
to some extent they may be able to take the shine away 
for the time being. Should we allow them to do so?

Vishal Gulati | IANS
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God can help me to see the inner beauty 
in others.

Our children needed a little coaxing to believe that 
it was worth putting on snorkeling gear to peer 
beneath the surface of the Caribbean Sea off the 
shore of the island of Tobago. But after they dove 

in, they resurfaced ecstatic, “There are thousands of fish 
of all different kinds! It’s so beautiful! I’ve never seen such 
colorful fish!”

Because the surface of the water looked similar to 
freshwater lakes near our home, our children could have 
missed the beauty hidden just below the surface.

When the prophet Samuel went to Bethlehem to anoint 
one of Jesse’s sons to be the next king, Samuel saw the 
oldest son, Eliab, and was impressed by his appearance. 
The prophet thought he had found the right man, but the 
Lord rejected Eliab. God reminded Samuel that He “does 
not look at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 
Samuel 16:7).

So Samuel asked if there were more sons. The young-
est boy wasn’t present but caring for the family’s sheep. 
This son, David, was summoned and the Lord directed 
Samuel to anoint him.

Often we look at people only on a surface level and 
don’t always take the time to see their inner, sometimes 
hidden, beauty. We don’t always value what God values. 
But if we take the time to peer beneath the surface, we may 
find great treasure.

   Heavenly Father, thank You for not valuing people 
based on outward appearances but instead by looking at 

our hearts. Help me to take the time to see beyond simply 
what my eyes can see in order to discover true and lasting 

beauty.  
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W
ith over 20 million tourists visiting per 
year, this port city  — a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site — produces approximately 
27,000 tonnes of urban waste per year.

Most of the solid waste here, the country’s first 
“eco-city” — known for its pagodas, temples, ancient 
wells and tombs — was once finding its way into the 
ocean, streams and landfills, threatening the environ-
ment and the health of communities.

Now, household and tourism industry waste is 
sorted into three categories — recyclable, biodegrad-
able and persistent — and disposed of under a pilot 
evolved by UN agencies with the involvement of locals, 
mainly women.

Result: Scientific waste disposal is not only en-
hancing community income and employment, but is 
also addressing local environmental and climate chal-
lenges while at the same time taking into account busi-
ness interests.

Home to a harmonious blend of Vietnamese, Chi-
nese and Japanese influences, Hoi An is located about 
30 km south of the coastal city of Da Nang in Quang 
Nam province.

The credit of setting up the long-term waste man-
agement system that fosters sustainable development 
goes to a Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small 
Grants Programme, which came into existence in Hoi 
An in 2010. It basically aims at innovation and advo-
cacy.

With the support of GEF, a financial mechanism for 
several environmental conventions, a women’s union 
piloted the project named “Socialisation of solid waste 
management in Hoi An”.

The project not only aimed to collect, segregate 
and dispose of the waste but also gave ample opportu-

nity to poor local women to earn from it, a GEF spokes-
person told IANS.

Biodegradable waste is composted at the house-
hold level and then used by local farmers for sustain-
able agriculture. Plastic, metal, and other recyclable 
waste is collected and sold to recycling facilities, while 
persistent waste is disposed of by the local govern-
ment.

A revolving credit scheme gave loans to members 
of the groups and allowed the waste management pro-
gramme to become viable.

Minh Hang, an octogenarian woman living in Hoi 
An, whose population density is six times higher than 
the national average, says the waste management pro-
gramme helps her family get jobs.

She told IANS through an interpreter: “My entire 
family depends solely on waste collection and its dis-
posal... it helps us earn a livelihood and also saves the 
environment.”

According to the United Nations Industrial Devel-
opment Organisation (UNIDO), the Hoi An eco-town 
development, which is funded under the UN’s One 
Plan Fund, envisions active participation by people’s 
committees to implement green industry practices in 
small and medium enterprises, particularly those in 
the tourism, crafts and related sectors.

The local civic authorities were advised to arrange 
solid waste collection plans and promote gardening in 
the city by involving business houses.

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
President Achim Steiner, who is the Vice-Chair of 
United Nations Sustainable Development Group, told 
IANS: “I think it takes the (local) leadership first. The 
private sector needs to be prepared to lead in this (in 
finding solutions to climate change) field also.”

“It (private sector) can’t be a passive player and 
they can’t wait for the government to solve the prob-

lem. So the first thing we in the UN family, not only in 
the UNDP, is to look for the leaders in the private sector 
because they are part of the change that we are calling 
for.”

Steiner, who was in Da Nang last week to meet with 
senior government leaders of Vietnam and attend the 
sixth GEF Assembly, was informally interacting with 
reporters there.

A passionate advocate of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, Steiner was categorical in saying that to-
gether with the private sector “we develop platforms 
on the issues of climate change”.

“The private sector is a key factor in allowing the 
2015 Paris Climate Agreement to succeed,” he said, 
adding, “So, engaging the financial sector is going to 
be a key priority.”

“Environment change is still pacing our capac-
ity to respond by far. Emissions are not coming down 
enough. So is the global footprint of our consumption. 
We have produced more plastic in the last 13 years 
than in the entire human history. And you see the ex-
ponential impacts on the planet.”

“We are still confronting this. There is enormous 
need for transformational change. And this in the 
backdrop in which national and international coop-
eration of multilateralism acting together and acting 
in solidarity to one another (is required),” he said.

Since 1998, GEF’s Small Grants Programme has 
supported more than 150 projects in Vietnam. The 
programme supports communities to demonstrate, 
deploy and transfer innovative tools and approaches 
for managing harmful chemicals and waste.

(Vishal Gulati was in Da Nang for the Internews’ 
Earth Journalism Network Biodiversity Fellowship 

Programme at the Sixth Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) Assembly. He can be reached at  

vishal.g@ians.in)

D
eath is the natural thing that 
everyone has to experience. It 
is a penalty for sin and to be 
feared. Biologically, death is a 

necessity for every creature yet human 
does not die like animals. It is a chari-
table for men to die gloriously either in 
fighting courageously or for the noble 
cause of society. Such death is noted as 
one of the special achievements and re-
ceives due honor by surviving near and 
dear ones.

Terminology: In Hebrew ‘Mawet, 
Mute’ denotes the expiry of one’s life, 
the end of a persons’ existence. It means 
body returns to dust (Gen. 3: 19) and 
the spirit returns to God (Eccl. 12: 7). In 
death ‘napes’ (soul) the very essence of 
life departs (Gen. 35: 18). In Greek, death 
is the end of living activity, closing of life 
span, destruction of existence even soul 
finds a place in the realm of death. It de-
notes that their names are living life less 
life. Ironically, there is a comfort in the 
realization of death. Greek counts it as 
an achievement in the person’s life.

Kind of Death: Two kind of death are:
Physical: Death is necessary as eve-

rybody is constituted to decay which is 
inescapable. It is a result of sin (Gen. 2: 
17). Sin enters the world through Adam 
(Rom. 5: 12) and wages of sin is death. 
It is opposed to a spiritual state since 
inheritance of eternal life does not can-

cel in physical death. Mortality was the 
result of Adam’s sin, and the penalty 
includes both physical and spiritual as-
pects.

Spiritual: The death is a divine pen-
alty (Rom. 6: 23) on due reward for sin. 
Death on result of sin is more than bod-
ily death. It involves the whole man 
to die as totality of his being. Spiritual 
death is the expression of final death 
that sin inevitably brings. Unlike physi-
cal death it is not for everyone; it is only 
for those mortal sinners whom God de-
crees (Rom. 1: 32; 1 Jn 5: 16).

Death in OT: In Old Testament death 
signifies the final end of ones existence 
(2 Sam. 12: 13-15). YHWH’s relation 
to life is rich and theologically high in 
religious development. Normally, ter-
mination of life in old age is accepted 
and grave becomes collector of corpses. 
It came in the world through Eve and 
Adam. All men became sinners and 
worthy of death. This signifies death 
does not come from God conversely 
brought by Lucifer. Fallen angels’ death 
figure is a devilish.

Death in NT: Death limits the hu-
man life span and it is final adversary. 
There is nothing ‘natural’ about it and 
it is an ambiguity. For Paul, it is an en-
emy (1 Cor. 15: 54-57) but Jesus calls it 
as sleep (Mk 5: 39). It is like a merciful 
friend as it brings end to the pain of the 
people those who are in bad situations. 
Death is neither a major problem nor it 
hinders faith in God. Primary focus of 

Jesus’ teaching is Kingdom. Present life 
is not endless rather it is necessary to 
have decision for that Kingdom. Death 
has no place in the Kingdom since it was 
overcome by power of God who is God 
of living (Mk 12: 26-27). So, it is nothing 
to fear, only God is to be feared (Mt. 10: 
28). Jesus moves toward death, predicts 
His death (Mk 8: 31) that portrays His 
control of events. Ultimate allegiance is 
owned by God, even that commitment 
leads to death (Mk 8: 35). Willingness 
to endure death is the supreme test of 
faith. For other, it may be an intruder 
which destroys everything when their 
life is going well. For Paul it is an enemy 
and not the part of creation plan (Rom. 
5: 12ff). Death includes termination of 
bodily functions and living being fails to 
produce productive life as God intend-
ed to be.

Victory over death: Key feature of NT 
teaching on death is to emphasize on 
‘life.’ The word ‘Nekros’ (death) is talking 
about resurrection. Though scripture 
records the reality of death but it fully 
focuses on eternal life. Christ imputes 
on Him in our human nature through 
death He destroys the Satanic power of 
death (Heb. 2: 14). Devils work is always 
subject to God’s authority (Job 2: 6) so 
Satan is not absolute disposer of death. 
Negation of life is in Jesus’ sphere since 
He puts an end to death. Through death, 
Christ defeated the Satan and washes 
our sin. Through death, Jesus died of sin 
once for all (Rom. 6: 10) and removes all 

walls which alienates human from God. 
Climax of Christ’s death was to deliver 
men from death. He died that men may 
live. It makes the believers to term it as 
sleeping rather than as dying (1 Thess. 
4: 14). He bears death so those in Christ 
will transform. Christ’s victory over 
death through resurrection so death is 
no longer dominion (Rom. 6: 9). Resur-
rection is the triumphal event and the 
NT theology clings to it. That victory is 
made available to His people. Physical 
death is for everybody (1 Cor. 15: 26, Rev. 
21: 4) but second death has no power 
over the believer (Rev. 2: 11, 20: 6).

Above study saws that Christ won the 
victory over death and from His sacrifi-
cial death the fountain of life flow. Death 
was not in the creation plan of God it 
was the intruder result of sin. Death 
includes not only human but the crea-
tion itself (Rom. 8: 20-21). Good News is 
that those who are bound by death are 
not beyond the grace. This death is de-
stroyed through faith; participate in the 
death of Christ. Christ is the first born 
from the death (Col. 1: 18). Responding 
to the gospel enables the believers to ex-
perience the quality of eternal life here 
and now so impact of death is minimal. 
To embrace the gospel is to pass from 
death to life (Jn 3: 36; 5: 24). Jesus’ death 
is a conscious deed by means of which 
the eternal life becomes a possibility for 
His disciples (10: 17-18).

yumritaipodia@gmail.com

A
ustralia’s Great Barrier Reef, the 
world’s largest coral reef system, 
could suffer a bleaching event 
every two years by 2034 under the 

current level of greenhouse gas pollution, 
according to a study published on Thurs-
day.

“Limiting temperature rise above pre-
industrial levels to no more than 1.5 de-
grees Celsius is critical for the survival of 
reefs worldwide,” said the report called 
“Lethal Consequences: Climate Impacts 
on the Great Barrier Reef”, published by 
the Climate Council, reports Efe news.

According to the study, 70 per cent of 
coral reefs will be at risk of long-term deg-
radation by 2100 if the global temperature 
rises by 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels

An increase in global temperature of 2 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels 
would put 99 per cent of the corals at risk.

The experts also indicated that the two 

consecutive coral bleaching events on the 
Reef in 2016 and 2017 have led to mass 
coral mortality.

Nearly 30 per cent of the coral reefs 
died after the unprecedented bleaching 
event in 2016, the worst phenomenon 
ever recorded on the Great Barrier Reef, 
which is a Unesco World Heritage Site.

“The 2016 bleaching event was at least 
175 times more likely to occur due to cli-
mate change,” the report said, noting that 
corals are prone to bleaching when the 
temperature rises between 1 and 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above the seasonal maxi-
mum mean temperature.

In 2016, the Great Barrier Reef regis-
tered the highest sea surface temperature 
in February, March and April since it was 
first recorded in the early 1900s. 

It also recorded coral mortality in that 
same period and in the following eight 
months due to a high water temperature 
related to climate change.

The report also noted that marine heat 
waves have been recorded with increas-
ing frequency and duration in the last 100 
years.

The future of coral reefs around the 
world depends on the measures taken to 
mitigate the impacts of climate change as 
well as the immediacy of the actions taken 
to reduce greenhouse gas pollution levels 
in the coming years and decades, accord-
ing to the study.

The Great Barrier Reef, home to 400 
types of corals, 1,500 species of fish and 
4,000 varieties of molluscs, contributes 
some AUD$6.4 billion ($4.8 billion) a year 
to Australia’s economy.

The world’s largest coral ecosystem 
began to deteriorate in the 1990s due to 
the double impact of sea warming and 
the increase of its acidity as a result of the 
increasing level of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere.

Source: IANS

B
esides improving your physical 
and mental health, feeling young-
er can also slow down the rate of 
brain ageing, finds a study.

The findings showed that elderly peo-
ple who feel younger than their age show 
fewer signs of brain ageing, compared 
with those who feel their age or older than 
their age. 

“We tend to think of ageing as a fixed 
process, where our bodies and minds 
change steadily. However, the passing 
years affect everyone differently. How old 
we feel, which is called our subjective age, 
also varies between people -- with many 
feeling older or younger than their actual 
age,” said Jeanyung Chey of Seoul Nation-
al University in South Korea.

For the study, published in the journal 
Frontiers in Aging Neuroscience, the team 
included a small number of participants 
aged 59-84 years, and performed MRI 
brain scans to look at grey matter volumes 
in various brain regions. 

The results showed that people who 
felt younger than their age were more like-
ly to score higher on a memory test, con-
sidered their health to be better and were 
less likely to report depressive symptoms. 

They also showed increased grey mat-
ter volume in key brain regions. 

“We found that people who feel young-
er have the structural characteristics of a 
younger brain,” Chey said. 

“Importantly, this difference remains 
robust even when other possible factors, 

including personality, subjective health, 
depressive symptoms, or cognitive func-
tions, are accounted for.”

The researchers hypothesised that 
those who feel older may be able to sense 
the ageing process in their brain, as their 
loss of grey matter may make cognitive 
tasks more challenging.

One possibility is that those who feel 
younger are more likely to lead a more 
physically and mentally active life which 
could cause improvements in brain 
health. However, for those who feel older, 
the opposite could be true.

The study suggests that elderly people 
who feel older than their age should con-
sider caring for their brain health.

Source: IANS

T
his is the draw the be-
nign attention of your es-
teemed authority for nec-
esary action for redressal 

of needs and grievances in  the 
interest of the public of Rengma 
and as a concerned citizen.It is 
quite evident that State Bank of 
India, Branch Tseminyu sub-di-
vision has been facing shortage of 
staff members for manning and 
catering the needs of customers 
for long years. The branch is well  
known for rendering  notable 
services to various department 
of Nagaland within the two old-
est  sub-divisions namely Tsem-
inyu and  Poghoboto. Nonethe-
less, still many establishments, 
instituitions, villages, govern-
ment service holders, pension-
ers, students, local entrepreneurs 
and people from far flung areas 
are often delayed and deprived 
for timely transactions owing to 
acute shortage of manpower at 
the branch. Consequently, more 
staff will no doubt ease the bur-
den and workload of the branch 
enabling congenial atmosphere 
of satisfaction to all.Aside from 
this pressing requirements, more 
enhancements of infrastructure 
development and location of 
branch can be pondered further 
for suiting the convenience of 
valued customers and serving all 
section of the people.

(ASAO SEB)
New Town, 

Tseminyu Sub-Division

DAILY

PATH
Hidden Beauty

BIBLE READ:   1 SAMUEL 16:1–7 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

People look at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart.     

~  1 Samuel 16:7
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Things might get 
a bit confusing for you today, Aries. Don’t feel 
like you need to make sense of it all. In fact, 
this task may be impossible. Just be yourself. 

Let your creative nature shine through. Other people are 
quite malleable, and you should feel free to take the lead 
in just about any situation. Make sure, however, that you 
consider other people’s needs.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Mix your real-
ity with a bit of fantasy today, Taurus. Allow 
your feet to come off the ground for a little 
while. Give yourself a rest. Take some time 

to meditate and clear your mind of your daily worries. 
Calming, relaxing activities are the best way to spend 
the day. Spend time taking walks with friends and feel 
free to go deep into conversations regarding outland-
ish subjects. Allow yourself to dream.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Let yourself go 
into high creative mode and drift into a whole 
other world, Gemini. Escape your present re-
ality and explore your fantasies through any 

sort of artistic endeavor. Dream as big as your mind al-
lows. There’s no limit to the things that can manifest on 
a day like today. Push your limits and test your bound-
aries. You may be able to soar much higher than you 
think.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’ll find that 
things are slipping nicely into place for you 
today, Cancer. Your persuasive manner and 
gentle nudges are just enough to get people 

where you want them. Control is all yours if you want 
it. Remember that you need to be willing to accept 
the blame for failure as well as praise for success. Any 
risks you take today, however, are likely to work out in 
your favor.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): When faced with ten 
entrees on the menu, it might be hard for you 
to choose just one. Feel free to order two or 
more, Leo. Don’t let indecisiveness slow you 

down. At the same time, don’t view it as something nega-
tive. The key for today is to go with the flow. Expand your 
dreams as far and wide as you wish. Have fun as long as 
you’re willing to take full responsibility for your actions.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your dreams won’t 
come true unless you believe in and act on 
them, Virgo. No one else is going to do it for 
you. Unless you have a fairy godmother, you 

need to take matters into your own hands. Realize, 
however, that you can get there many different ways. 
The first step is to believe in yourself. Anything is pos-
sible. Today is a great day to let your imagination call 
the shots.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If people hassle 
you or give you a hard time about your ap-
pearance today, pay them no mind, Libra. 
You have the right to live your life any way 

you want to. If that means you want to go around the 
house in a grubby T-shirt and tattered sweat pants that 
haven’t been washed in months, then so be it. Feel free 
to be whoever you want to be.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Reach for 
the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, 
Scorpio. It’s closer than you think. Indeed, 
your dreams are completely within your 

reach, and there are huge forces at work helping you 
achieve your goals. You should find yourself in a fa-
vorable mood all day. People will be more sensitive 
than usual to your emotions. Let your fantasies lead 
the way.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today is 
your day to dream and dream big, Sagittarius. 
Think about what it is that you want most out 
of life. Aim your arrow to the stars and pull 

back your bow as far as possible. There’s no limit to how 
far you can go. Your only limitation is your imagination. 
Don’t worry if your plan doesn’t seem to make any ra-
tional sense. Worry more about what you want and less 
about how you’re going to get it.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Expand 
your mind to its furthest reaches today, Cap-
ricorn. There’s an incredible opportunity 
opening up for you in which you can make 

great strides in a creative realm. Follow the music. Pick 
up an instrument, go to the record store, or listen to a 
live band. Let the artist within have room to play. Shoot 
for a goal and don’t stop until you reach it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your mind 
may seem rather cloudy today, Aquarius, but 
don’t let this hinder you. In fact, you’ll find 
that you can use this feeling of fantasy to 

your advantage. Try to bring more magic into your life. 
You’ll discover that the more you accept your bizarre 
feelings and ideas, the more things will fall into place. 
Don’t think that everything in life has to be completely 
rational.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today is an 
excellent day for you, one in which you’ll 
find a great deal of strength in your emo-
tions, Pisces. Trust that your instincts are 

serving you well. You have nothing to lose by fol-
lowing your heart. This is an important time for 
you to rekindle the dreams that you’ve let smolder. 
Bring more of your fantasy world into your every-
day life.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Justine R. Smith and Jill Carr | The Conversation

Rakhi Ghosh | thewire.in

Humans Are to Blame for the Rise in Dangerous Viral Infections

Hands-On Science to Improve Science Education Among Marginalised Children

T
oday, we hear about danger-
ous viral infections around 
the world on a regular basis. 
Social media and internet ac-

cess may be an obvious explanation 
for their seeming increase.

But it doesn’t just seem this way. 
The number of viruses and the infec-
tions they cause are truly increasing. 
Scientific advances, the way humans 
live today and virus biology all con-
tribute to the rise of viruses.

New viruses, all the time
It seems viral infections are every-
where these days. Starting from Janu-
ary 2018, Nigeria has been experienc-
ing an unusually large outbreak of  
haemorrhagic fever caused by Lassa 
virus. There have been more than 400 
confirmed infections and 100 deaths 
to date.

The southern Indian state of Ker-
ala is battling an outbreak of the rare 
Nipah virus, which causes severe in-
flammation of the brain and claimed 
the lives of 14 people in May.

The Brazilian outbreak of viral 
yellow fever that began in late 2017 
has moved into highly populated areas 
near São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. 
One-third of the 723 people with con-
firmed infections have so far died from 
the illness.

We’re no doubt more aware of such 
serious diseases after the unprecedent-
ed 2014-2016 Ebola outbreak in West 
Africa that claimed more than 11,000 
lives. And then the 2015-2017 Zika vi-
rus outbreak that closely followed dur-
ing which 3,500 babies were born with 
nervous system or eye damage.

The first report of human virus in-
fection was yellow fever in the US army 
at the turn of the 20th century. And 
now, estimates suggest three to four 
new species of human viruses are found 

each year and around 250 human virus 
species are yet to be discovered.

Discovery of a new virus today 
is complex and requires many steps. 
Typically, it involves describing its 
complete genetic code with a com-
bination of intensive molecular se-
quencing work in the laboratory and 
computational analyses using enor-
mous reference databases.

Medical epidemiological studies 
(that look at the distribution of dis-
ease) and biological experiments are 
then needed to understand any virus 
as a dangerous human pathogen. It 
may then take some time to link a vi-
rus with a particular human disease.

For instance, human parechovi-
ruses (which can cause severe disease 
in young children) were discovered in 
the 1950s. But they were only identi-
fied as a cause of disease in young 
children in 2004. And relatively large 
Australian epidemics since 2013 have 
highlighted their link to a serious sep-
sis-like illness and potential for devel-
opmental complications.

How humans contribute
Modern humans contribute to the 
success of dangerous viruses. A virus 
replicates only when inside the cell of  
a living being, and spreads most effi-
ciently when there is contact between 
two individuals.

The United Nations measures cur-
rent world population growth at more 
than 1% per year. From the virus’ 
perspective, potential incubators are 
increasing. The world’s population is 
also urbanising, which means people 
living in closer proximity, which is 
conducive to spread of a virus.

Domestic and international mass 
transport permit viruses to move be-
tween regional populations.

Many dangerous virus infections 

are zoonoses, which are diseases trans-
mitted to humans from other animals. 
Bats are a common culprit – one theo-
ry is that a unique low-grade immune 
system allows them to carry a rela-
tively high number of viruses without 
developing disease. Epidemics caused 
by severe acute respiratory syndrome 
(SARS) coronavirus probably began 
through bat-human contact.

Expanding settlement towards wil-
derness areas provides more opportuni-
ties for viruses to meet people. Domes-
ticated livestock may carry viruses that 
infect humans, and the growing human 
population dictates increasing and 
more compact livestock production.

Influenza virus infects pigs, cattle 

and poultry as well as humans. The 
H7N9 strain that has infected more 
than 1,500 people in China and re-
sulted in the death of one-third since 
2013, first moved to humans from dis-
eased poultry.

When it comes to numbers though, 
the most important viral transporter 
is the mosquito. The bite of certain 
Aedes mosquitoes, for instance, is the 
primary route for infection with den-
gue, Zika and chikungunya viruses. 
Queensland is home to these mosqui-
toes, so outbreaks of dengue occur an-
nually, usually due to an infected trav-
eller arriving from an endemic region.

Research conducted in the Ama-
zon has linked expansion of the 

mosquito range in endemic areas to 
deforestation and low re-vegetation. 
Resistance to the relatively few avail-
able insecticides may also contribute 
to their population growth.

Why viruses are sneaky
The basic biology of viruses contrib-
utes to their capacity to cause disease. 
Most human viruses replicate almost 
instantaneously and in huge numbers. 
As a result, mutations arise at a high 
rate in the genetic code of a virus. This 
allows the virus to adapt quickly to an 
adverse environment, such as the hu-
man immune system or drugs. It may 
also allow a virus to jump from an ani-
mal host to humans.

Some viruses establish a chronic in-
fection, which extends the potential for 
transmission. After acute illness, Ebola 
virus hides for many months in parts 
of the body that generate weak inflam-
matory responses, such as the sexual 
organs, the brain and/or the eye.

And although human immunodefi-
ciency virus (HIV) may cause an acute 
illness, there is usually a long delay be-
tween infection and the onset of any 
disease. Consequently infected people 
may pass on HIV for years before being 
aware that they carry the virus.

There are no specific drugs for 
most dangerous human viruses. This 
is in part because viruses are a fast 
growing and diverse group, with no 
common drug targets to exploit, as 
has been possible with antibiotics for 
bacteria.

But another challenge relates to 
the viral life cycle, which uses the in-
fected person’s cell machinery. Drugs 
that target the growth of viruses there-
fore have effects on the person’s cell, 
which may result in drug side effects.

Also, the capacity of a virus to 
adapt implies the potential to develop 
resistance to a drug. Drug treatment 
for HIV infection involves a combina-
tion of drugs with different actions to 
address this problem.

Despite the many challenges asso-
ciated with dangerous viruses, research 
continues to yield even more innova-
tive solutions. The World Mosquito 
Program, run out of Monash Univer-
sity, is one example. This program is 
based on the discovery that a safe and 
natural bacteria, Wolbachia, stops viral 
growth in the mosquito. Insects in re-
gions endemic with mosquito-borne 
diseases are being infected with Wol-
bachia to break the transmission cycle.

Ultimately, the cunning strate-
gies used by dangerous viruses are no 
match for the wide breadth of human 
ingenuity.

T
he atmosphere shifted 
perceptibly when the 
Mobile Science Lab, 
with pictures of sci-

ence activities and a telescope 
on both sides, entered a tribal 
residential school in Odisha’s 
Rayagada district on a regular 
school day. The school children 
watched every movement as the 
science coordinator and sup-
porting staff went about organ-
ising that day’s science experi-
ment for the students.

Soon after, students of class-
es 8 and 9 were called inside 
to make temperature measure-
ments and look at plant cells 
through a microscope. Most of  
them were keen to participate 
and gleeful when they touched 
and worked with the scientific 
equipment, materials that they 
don’t otherwise have access 
too. This particular event had 
been organised by the School 
and Community Science (SCS) 
programme run by the NGO 
Sikshasandhan, which works 
on education in Odisha. A col-
laborative endeavour of the Tata 
Trust and the TCS Foundation, 
and implemented by Sikshas-
andhan in five blocks of three 
tribal districts, Rayagada, Kand-
hamal and Kalahandi, where 
science teachers are hard to find, 
the SCS has received enthusias-
tic response from students.

Paramita Hikaka, a class 9 
student of Hata Muniguda Gov-
ernment Girls’ High School, 
Rayagada, had never had an op-
portunity to touch or work with 
a microscope before. “When I 
was asked to see the cells of an 

onion through the microscope, 
I couldn’t believe it,” Hikaka 
exclaimed. “It created more in-
terest in me and I learnt more 
about it. I am now helping other 
classmates to use it for their sci-
ence activities.”

Likewise, Rakesh Uthan 
Singh, a class 8 student of the 
Government High School in 
Kandhamal was inquisitive 
when he used a thermometer 
to read body temperature. “In 
our community, when people 
suffer from fever, the elders pre-
dict their body temperature only 
by touching their forehead and 
neck,” he said, all smiles. “I had 
read about the thermometer in 
my school science book but af-
ter using it myself I realised how 
easy it is to use.” Both Hikaka 
and Singh as well as hundreds 
of students studying in differ-
ent government high schools 
and tribal residential schools in 
Rayagada, Kandhamal and Ka-
lahandi districts are now getting 
an opportunity to learn through 
hands-on science experiments.

Teaching science in remote 
areas
Though science should ideally 
be taught through observations 
and demonstrations, it has for 
many years been limited to lec-
tures in the classroom, especial-
ly in schools located in far-flung 
areas. As a result, students often 
have to learn by rote and effec-
tively end up learning not much 
at all. It is no surprise then they 
often find lessons to be difficult 
and boring, particularly tribal 
students for whom language is 
also a problem. On the occasion 
a teacher is able to put up a dem-

onstration, it is not participa-
tory: the students simply watch 
and have little opportunity to 
intuit its processes.

“The situation is abysmal in 
remote blocks and small towns, 
especially in the western and 
southern districts of the state,” 
said Anil Pradhan, secretary 
of Sikshasandhan. “Lack of  
adequate equipment, teachers’ 
absenteeism and shortage of  
science teachers, lack of confi-
dence and indifferent attitude of  
teachers in conducting experi-
ments while imparting science 
in classrooms” exacerbate the 
problem. The SCS programme 
provides an alternative to these 
students, enabling them to con-
duct science experiments from 
their curricula hands-on.

Amrita S. Patwardhan, pro-
gramme head of education at 
Tata Trust, said, “Improving 

teaching learning of science in 
schools, encouraging children to 
think critically, observation, ask-
ing questions and discovering is 
central to quality education.”

The mobile lab
The Mobile Science Lab was set 
up to increase students’ inter-
est and participation in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) fields and 
to facilitate curricular practices 
that provide learning opportuni-
ties. It visits each school once a 
month.

“When we first visited these 
schools, the students were com-
pletely unaware of science ex-
periments,” according to Sneha-
lata Patra, the coordinator of the 
initiative with the SCS in Bissam 
Cuttack. “Due to lack of time 
and interest, their teachers had 
not exposed them to any kind 

of science experiments. Now, 
through various experiments, 
they understood the concepts 
of science, which they really 
enjoyed. They are now more 
thrilled and excited when we 
reach their school.”

Ahead of a school visit, the 
coordinator notifies the block 
education officer, the corre-
sponding science teacher and 
principal of the school and dis-
cusses the kind of activity to be 
conducted. The Mobile Science 
Lab carries different appara-
tuses, student-friendly research 
equipment, over 30 types of  
types of charts, a television, a 
projector, a laptop, audiovisual 
equipment and an inverter. The 
vehicle is layered with solar pan-
els.

Although the experiments 
have been designed keeping el-
ementary education in mind, 

it meets the curricula of classes 
6 to 10. The coordinator and 
support staff help students with 
their assignments by using the 
experiments to deepen their un-
derstanding and to enhance con-
ceptual clarity.

“Initially, we were little ap-
prehensive as to how the mobile 
science lab will integrate with 
the school science curriculum. 
However, the experience in the 
last one year has been very posi-
tive,” said Pradeepta Sundaray, 
a programme officer of educa-
tion with Tata Trust, “with the 
activities of the Mobile Science 
Lab adding a lot of value for 
transaction of different science 
topics in schools.”

With this in mind, she said 
they were “planning to increase 
the frequency of the lab’s visit to 
schools twice every month.”

“The state-run schools do 
not have provision for science 
equipment for all the students,” 
according to Jagannath Sahu, 
the block education officer of  
Kotagarh in Kandhamal dis-
trict. “The Mobile Science Lab 
bridges this gap by providing 
equipment to conduct science 
experiments in these tribal dom-
inated schools. Students have 
developed more interest in sci-
ence, asking questions in class 
and not finding it difficult and 
boring.”

Building confidence
Barsha Palkhia, a class 8 stu-
dent of a Kasturba Gandhi 
Balika Vidyalaya, said she had 
trouble understanding filtration 
and electricity during lectures in 
class, but after participating in 
experiments housed in the Mo-

bile Science Lab, “I thoroughly 
understood the concepts and it 
helped me to write [about them] 
in detail in the class promotion 
examination.”

Itishree Priyadarshinee, a 
science teacher at the Govern-
ment Girls’ High School in 
Muniguda, said, “Now the stu-
dents are confident, inquisitive 
and asking questions on science 
subjects.” Her counterpart in 
Hatamuniguda, Swarnamayee 
Panda, believes the initiative 
has helped expand horizons that 
might not have been otherwise: 
“The tribal students had a better 
knowledge in trees and leaves 
and were doing better in botany, 
but after participating in sci-
ence experiment programmes, 
they have been taking interest in 
chemistry and physics” as well.

The students have started 
participating in various block, 
district and state level science 
exhibitions as well, and have 
been feeling more confident 
in the presence of students at 
the schools in Odisha’s cities. 
Subarna Baliarsingh, a class 8 
student of Odisha Adarsh Vi-
dyalaya, Kotagarh, said, “Our 
project was production of elec-
tricity from sea water. Our sci-
ence teacher and block science 
coordinator helped us with the 
project, which was highly appre-
ciated in a state-level exhibition. 
I had never participated in any 
science exhibition earlier. Sci-
ence experiments in our school 
empowered me to participate in 
the exhibition and bring laurels 
for my school.”

(Rakhi Ghosh works as a 
freelance journalist in Odisha and 

is based in Bhubaneswar.)

The H7N9 virus first moved to humans from diseased poultry. Si Chuan/EPA/AAP

Learning how a thermometer works. Credit: Rakhi Ghosh
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Centre vs AAP government: Transfers, 
postings new bone of contention 

Sharad Yadav formed new party 
– Nitish Kumar faction tells HC

Account details of deceased cannot 
be denied to legal heirs – CIC

Amarnath Yatra suspended 
from Jammu due to heavy rains 

JNU panel upholds 
punishment for 
Umar Khalid, 
Kanhaiya Kumar

Railway officers 
to go back to 
classroom; get 
lessons in ethics 
and integrity

Mansarovar ordeal: Over 500 Indian 
pilgrims await rescue, 883 evacuated 

AP govt. claims ‘Guinness record 
‘ over housewarming event    

Karnataka minister travels 340 km daily to office and back 

PTI

Amarnath pilgrims chant ‘Bhajans’ (religious songs)  at their base camp after the yatra was suspended 
due to bad weather, in Jammu on Thursday.

PTI

Sharad Yadav (File Photo)

New Delhi, July 5 (IANS): Not-
withstanding the Supreme Court 
ruling on the Delhi government’s 
powers vis-a-vis the Lt Gover-
nor, a new tussle broke out on 
Thursday with the AAP govern-
ment claiming that the powers to 
transfer or post officers lie with it 
while a Union minister said Delhi 
being a Union Territory makes its 
powers subservient to the Central 
government.

The war of words erupted 
a day after the Supreme Court 
pronounced its judgement over 
jurisdiction of powers between 
the Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment, saying the Lt Governor has 
to abide by the aid and advice of 
the Council of Ministers.

The new controversy, which 
arose hours after the apex court’s 
verdict on Wednesday, assumed 
serious proportions when Delhi’s 
Chief Secretary (Services) refused 
to issue an order that the Council 
of Ministers in Delhi would de-
cide on departmental transfers 
and postings.

The AAP government asked 
the officers to respect the Su-
preme Court order, saying diso-
beying it amounted to contempt 
of court and would invite serious 
consequences. 

“All officers should respect 
and obey SC order. Open defi-
ance of SC order shall invite seri-
ous consequences. It will be in no 
one’s interest,” Kejriwal tweeted 
in the evening.

Earlier, in a four-page let-
ter written to Lt Governor Anil 

Baijal, Kejriwal said that after 
the Supreme Court judgment, 
the executive powers related to 
“services” lie with the elected 
government and not with the Lt 
Governor or Central government.

“The Central government or 
the LG have executive powers 
only on three subjects. On all 
other subjects, executive powers 
lie with the Council of Ministers. 
Therefore, executive power relat-
ed to ‘services’ lie with the council 
members,” the letter said.

Kejriwal said the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday unani-
mously ruled that Delhi’s Lt Gov-
ernor was constitutionally bound 
by the “aid and advice” of the 
elected government in all areas 
except land, police and public 
order.

The Chief Secretary cited a 
2015 notification of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs as the reason for 
rejection, saying it has not been 
specifically quashed.

Calling this “contempt of 
court”, Kejriwal said: “The said 
notification becomes infructuous 
in the light of clear orders of the 
Supreme Court. The judgment of 
court has been effective the mo-
ment it was pronounced.

“If the files related to services 
are placed before the LG and he 
acts on them, it would clearly 
amount to contempt of Supreme 
Court in the light of its judg-
ment.”

Seeking support from the LG 
for the development of Delhi, 
Kejriwal said that he plans to “is-

sue orders to all functionaries” on 
Friday and in case of any contrary 
views, “the Cabinet Ministers are 
ready to come over for a discus-
sion”.

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia, who directed its serv-
ices department to issue the 
order, said the refusal by senior 
bureaucrats to comply with Su-
preme Court ruling amounted to 
contempt of court.

Sisodia said the government 
was now seeking legal opinion on 
the matter.

“The Chief Secretary has writ-
ten to me saying the services 
department will not abide by the 
court’s order. This will also create 
problems for the officers if they 
do not abide by the order. If the 
LG, even after the court’s order, 
insists to see the service depart-
ment file, then that is a contempt 
of court,” he said.

The AAP leader said that after 
the Supreme Court order, the 
central government had no con-
trol over the service department 
in the capital.

“But even then, the officers 
are saying that the (Home Minis-
try’s earlier) orders have not been 
quashed and that’s why they will 
not comply with the Supreme 
Court’s orders. If the apex court 
orders something, then there is 
no scope of not abiding by it,” 
he said.

“If the orders of a court, that 
too the constitutional bench of 
the Supreme Court, are openly 
violated, then the country would 

go into a state of chaos. Where 
will be the law then?” Sisodia 
asked.

He said the centre, the LG 
or the officers may not like the 
court order but they will have to 
abide by it.

The AAP government went 
aggressive after Union Minister 
Arun Jaitley rejected claims by 
AAP on the powers of the Delhi 
government, saying the Supreme 
Court judgement emphasises the 
importance of the elected state 
government but Delhi being a 
Union Territory makes its pow-
ers subservient to the Central 
government.

In a Facebook post, he also 
said the apex court has held cat-
egorically that Delhi cannot com-
pare itself on par with other states 
and, therefore, any presumption 
that the administrative control 
of the UT cadre of services has 
been decided in favour of Delhi 
government would be wholly 
erroneous. 

Jaitley said the judgement 
elaborates at length the con-
stitutional philosophy behind 
the Constitution and reaffirms 
precisely the text of what the 
Constitution says. 

“It does not add to the pow-
ers of the state government or 
the central government nor does 
it in any way dilute the same. It 
emphasizes the importance of 
elected state government but 
Delhi being a Union Territory 
makes its powers subservient to 
the central government,” he said.

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): The 
Janata Dal (United) faction 
led by Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar today told 
the Delhi High Court that 
the Sharad Yadav faction, 
which was claiming to be 
the real JD (U), has formed 
a new political party.

An additional affida-
vit filed by Ram Chandra 
Prasad Singh, Rajya Sabha 
MP and JD (U) general 
secretary, said Yadav and 
other individuals, who had 
claimed to represent the 
real JD (U), had launched 
a new political party, called 
the ‘Loktantrik Janata Dal’, 
in May. Justice V Kameswar 
Rao asked Singh to file an 
application to place the af-
fidavit on record.

The court listed the 
matter, relating to a plea 
against the Election Com-
mission’s order rejecting 
the claim of the Yadav fac-
tion over the party’s name 
and poll symbol ‘Arrow’, 

for final disposal on Sep-
tember 13. In a separate 
matter pending before the 
Supreme Court and the 
Delhi High Court, the Nit-
ish Kumar faction had said 
that former party president 
Sharad Yadav’s disquali-
fication as a Rajya Sabha 
member was valid as he 
has formed another politi-
cal party.

Today, senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal, appearing for 
petitioner K Rajasekaran, 
the president of the Yadav 
faction, said they would 
respond to the application.

The Nitish Kumar 
faction’s affidavit, filed 
through advocates Gopal 
Singh and Shivam Singh, 
said “during the penden-
cy of the matter, a new 
political party called the 
‘Loktantrik Janata Dal’ has 
been formed/launched 
on May 18, 2018 at the 
Talkatora Stadium (Delhi) 
by all those very persons 

Bengaluru, July 5 (PTI): Karnataka 
Public Works Minister H D Revanna 
commutes a gruelling 340 km every 
day for work from his hometown to 
Bengaluru and back, but insists it 
has nothing to do with either astrol-
ogy or “Vaastu”.

The elder brother of Chief Min-
ister H D Kumaraswamy cites non-
availability of a government bunga-
low as the reason for undertaking 
the tedious journey.

Media reports suggested that his 
urge for a Vaastu compliant home 
prompted Revanna to travel from 
Holenarasipura to the state capital, 
a one way distance of 170 km, every 
day by his car, ignoring the advice of 
his father and former prime minis-
ter H D Deve Gowda.

“I am born under Swati Nak-
shatra. Things like Vaastu don’t af-
fect those born under this star. Even 
black magic or spell does not work 
on us. It boomerangs on people try-
ing black magic on those born un-
der this Nakshatra,” said Revanna.

The minister said he was forced 
to travel such a long distanceevery 
day because the government has 
not allotted himliving quarters.

“Had they (government) given 
me a house, I would have certainly 
stayed here (in Bengaluru). They 
have not given me quarters even in 
the Legislators’ Home. I am ready 
to live wherever they want me to 
stay. Because they haven’t given me 
ahouse, I am travelling 340 km every 
day,” he told PTI.

He said the quarters allotted to 
him at Legislators’ Home earlier 
has been locked and the bungalow 
assigned to him is still occupied by 
the previous PWD minister HCMa-
hadevappa.

“Until he vacates, I cannot go 
and stay there. We cannotremove 
somebody forcibly,” said Revanna.

If someone thought that under-
taking such a long trip every day 
would take a toll on the 61-year-old 
Revanna’s health, he has a different 
story to tell.

The JD(S) leader said it helps 
him keep his sugar levels under 
check and reduces bodyache.

No matter when he reaches 
Holenarasipura at night, Revanna 
gets up at 5 am, gets ready, of-
fers prayers at five temples, meets 
people who throng his residence 
with grievances, and leaves for Ben-
galuru at 8 a.m. sharp.

The Deve Gowda family’s fancy 
for Vaastu and abiding faith inastrol-
ogy is well known.

Before Kumaraswamy’s oath-
taking ceremony, the entire fam-
ily went on a pilgrimage to places 
like Tirupati, Sharada temple 
and Shankaracharya Peetha in 
Sringeri.

A couple of days ago, Revanna 
took a priest to task forwrongly per-
forming the groundbreaking cere-
mony of a women’s hostel at Hassan 
Institute of Medical Sciences.

Revanna scolded the priest for 
not even knowing which direction 
the ritual should be performed.

and individuals including 
Sharad Yadav (the so-called 
founding father) who claim 
themselves to be the real 
Janata Dal (United) in the 
matter.” 

It also annexed some 
photographs, video clip-
pings, posters and banners 
as proof of the formation of 
the new party and the role 
of these individuals.

The EC had rejected 
the claim of Yadav faction 
to the party’s ‘Arrow’ sym-
bol which was challenged 
by Rajasekaran before the 
high court in December 
2017. The Yadav faction 
had earlier assured the 
court that it will desist from 
using the name and the 
poll symbol of the party till 
the final decision on their 
plea against the EC orders 
of November 17 and No-
vember 25, 2017.

The undertaking by the 
Yadav group had come 
in response to the Nitish 
Kumar faction’s applica-
tion seeking restraining of 
the other side from using 
the party name or symbol 
at any forum, as their plea 
against the EC order was 
pending in the high court.

In its November 17, 
2017 order, the EC had 
ruled in favour of Kumar’s 
faction with regard to 
which group was the real 
JD (U), but the poll panel 
had not given reasons for 
arriving at the decision. 

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): 
The account details of 
a deceased cannot be 
denied to legal heirs on 
the grounds of personal 
information, the Cen-
tral Information Com-
mission has ruled as it 
imposed the maximum 
penalty provided under 
the RTI on a postal de-
partment officer.

The case pertains to a 
person who was seeking 
details of policies taken 
by his deceased father.

Information Com-
missioner Sridhar Ach-
aryulu held that son is a 
class I legal heir of a de-
ceased person according 
to the Hindu Succes-
sion Act and has every 
right to know details of 
policies once held by his 
father. 

The Post Office is not 
paying him any money 
under the RTI Act, but it 

has to facilitate his claim 
by furnishing required 
information about the 
amount and the ac-
count, he said.

“Generally the ac-
count information of an 
employee is his personal 
information which can-
not be given to others 
under Section 8 (1) (j) 
of RTI Act, but when the 
wife, son or daughter 
in their capacity as le-
gal heir was asking for 
that information, it can-
not be denied on that 
ground of personal in-
formation.

 In fact it becomes 
the personal informa-
tion of the legal heirs,” 
Acharyulu ruled.

Under any circum-
stances or under any 
stretch of imagination, 
it cannot be said that 
account details of the 
deceased father can be 

denied to his son on the 
ground that it is per-
sonal information.

“It is the height of 
anti-RTI attitude of the 
CPIO and harassment of 
the appellant,” he noted 
as he imposed a max-
imum penalty of INR 
25,000 on the officer.

In a separate case, a 
father had sought infor-
mation about the poli-
cies of the deceased son 
who had died in 2014 
but the postal depart-
ment refused to enter-
tain his RTI application 
saying his questions do 
not come in the purview 
of the “information” 
which can be provided 
under the transparency 
law.

Imposing maximum 
penalty of INR 25,000 
too in this case, Ach-
aryulu said the father 
is seriously affected by 

lethargy of post office 
and his right to infor-
mation was denied by 
the CPIO (Central Pub-
lic Information Officer) 
wrongfully.

Assuming that the 
information sought was 
personal information 
of the deceased policy 
holder, his legal heir (fa-
ther) being the owner of 
part of that property, is 
entitled to his own infor-
mation, he said.

He said the entire file 
that ran for three years 
with regard to claim 
which is the informa-
tion held by the public 
authority.

The superintendent 
of post office who is des-
ignated as a CPIO has an 
onerous duty to share all 
that information with 
him to the consumer-
applicant. But, he failed, 
he said.

Jammu, July 5 (PTI): The Amarnath Yatra 
in south Kashmir was today suspended 
from Jammu due to inclement weather.

No pilgrim has departed the Bhag-
wati Nagar Yatri Niwas for the cave 
shrine, Additional District Magistrate 
Jammu Arun Manhas said.

“Due to inclement weather the Am-
arnath Yatra from the base camp Yatri 
Niwas (at Bhagwatinagar) via both the 
Baltal and Pahalgam routes will remain 
suspended,” he said.

However, a batch of 1,798 pilgrims, 
who were stopped at Udhampur from 
leaving from the Pahalgam base camp 
in view of the inclement weather con-
ditions, were allowed to move to Pahal-
gam today, a police official said.

Three pilgrims and a helper were 
killed and seven others injured in land-
slide that hit the Brarimarg-Railpathri 

stretch of the trek from Baltal to the 
cave shrine on July 3. The yatra via both 
Baltal as well as the Pahalgam routes 
remained suspended yesterday because 
of landslides and shooting stones be-
tween Railpathri and Brarimarg.

However, limited helicopter services 
functioned from both the routes.

On the seventh day of the ongoing 
Amarnath Yatra, 5,919 yatris paid obei-
sance at the holy cave. 

Till date, 60,752 yatris have paid 
obeisance at the Shivling at the holy 
cave, the spokesperson said.

A total of 27,426 pilgrims have left 
the Jammu base camp for their onward 
journey to the Amarnath shrine.

The 60-day yatra is scheduled to 
conclude on August 26, which is co-
inciding with the ‘Raksha Bandhan’ 
festival.

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): 
The JNU’s high-level 
inquiry committee has 
upheld Umar Khalid’s 
rustication and a fine of 
INR 10,000 imposed on 
Kanhaiya Kumar in con-
nection with the Febru-
ary 9, 2016 incident.

The JNU panel had in 
2016 recommended rus-
tication of Khalid and two 
other students and im-
posed a fine of INR 10,000 
on Kumar, the then stu-
dents’ union president, 
in connection with the 
campus event against 
Afzal Guru’s hanging dur-
ing which anti-national 
slogans were allegedly 
raised.

The students  had 
then moved the Delhi 
High Court, which had 
directed the university to 
place the matter before 
an appellate authority to 
review the panel’s deci-
sion.

According to sources, 
the panel has upheld its 
decision in the case of 
Khalid and Kumar. Ku-
mar, Khalid and Anirban 
Bhattacharya were ar-
rested in February 2016 
on charges of sedition in 
connection with the con-
troversial event and are 
out on bail. Their arrest 
had triggered widespread 
protests.

New Delhi, July 5 (PTI): The 
Railways will roll out nation-
wide classes on ethics and 
integrity to teach officers 
to say “yes or no” and not 
“maybe” while dealing with 
situations in public service. 

The first such class 
would be held at the Rail 
Museum on July 27 for 150 
officers and supervisors 
each from the Railway’s 
17 zones, a senior official 
said today.  Chairman Rail-
way Board Ashwani Loha-
ni would be the keynote 
speaker. The class would be 
telecast live across all the 
zones, the official said.

“We will conduct these 
classes on ethics and integ-
rity to bring about a change 
in the attitude of officials. 
We want to cover each staff 
member,” Lohani said, 
confirming that employees 
would be taught the basics 
of ethical behaviour in gov-
ernance.

Senior officials told PTI 
that a schedule would be 
drawn up soon to hold these 
classes in every zone and to 
include as many officials as 
possible. 

“Through these classes 
the employees will be told 
how to deal with ethical 
dilemmas in life through 
insightful real life stories. 
They will be taught leader-
ship styles which will teach 
them to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ and 
not ‘maybe’ while dealing 
with governance issues,” the 
official said.

New Delhi, July 5 (IANS): 
The government said on 
Thursday said that 883 
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 
pilgrims were evacuated 
from Simikot region in 
Nepal in the last three 
days and over 500 were 
still awaiting rescue flights.

External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar told reporters that 
the Indian Embassy in 
Nepal has undertaken a 
massive exercise to evacu-
ate pilgrims both from 
Hilsa and Simikot and “if 
the weather holds we will 
be able to get them out in 
the near future”. 

In the last three days, 
883 stranded pilgrims 
have been evacuated from 
Simikot to Nepalgunj and 
Surkhet.

“At least 675 pilgrims 
were evacuated from Hilsa 
to Simikot. Fifty-three ci-
vilian flights were oper-
ated to get the pilgrims out 

and 142 chopper sorties 
were carried out,” Kumar 
said.

He added that there 
was no crisis situation and 
pilgrims were stranded be-
cause weather had packed 
up. 

“If you see the advi-
sory we have put up on 
our website, specially for 
pilgrims taking the Ne-
pal route, there is always 
a chance that when you 
are passing some of these 
points the weather could 
pack up. It just happened 
that civilian aircraft could 
not operate because of ad-
verse weather conditions.” 

Kumar said that the 
MEA organises Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra through 
two routes -- Lipulekh and 
Nathula.

“This is a yatra con-
ducted by private tour 
operators. We are work-
ing through the private 
tour operators. They are 

the ones who will make 
arrangements for their 
coming back to India. As 
we speak, there are also 
pilgrims who are going 
up. So it is not something 
which has stopped,” he 
said. 

The official said that 
the effort was ongoing to 
bring the stranded peo-
ple to places with better 
facilities. Indian pilgrims 
returning from Kailash 
Mansarovar through Ne-
pal have been caught in 
a bad weather since Sat-
urday.

According to reports, 
altitude sickness has be-
come a major concern for 
pilgrims. Eight people had 
died of the same earlier 
this year. Twenty Mansaro-
var pilgrims died in 2017.

Kailash Mansarovar 
is situated 5,950 metres 
above the sea level. It takes 
three days to complete the 
52 km Mansarovar circuit.

Amaravati, July 5 (PTI): In what it claimed 
was a ‘Guinness World Record event’, the 
Andhra Pradesh government today con-
ducted house-warming celebration for 
three lakh houses to the weaker sections 
across the state.

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu 
launched the programme from here while 
ministers and local legislators took part 
in the event in their respective districts. 
Despite financial difficulties, the state gov-
ernment has so far built 5,80,530 houses 
at a cost of Rs 6,205 crore under the NTR 
Housing Scheme, the Chief Minister said 

on the occasion.
A total of 19 lakh houses would be built 

for the weaker sections by 2019 at a cost of 
Rs 50,000 crore, he added. House-warming 
function for three lakh houses in one go is 
a record.  Housing Minister Kalva Srini-
vasulu said the government’s aim was to 
make Andhra Pradesh hut-free by the year 
2020. While the unit cost of each house in 
rural areas is Rs 1.5 lakh, the state govern-
ment is bearing Rs 95,000 and the balance 
is being pooled through MGNREGP under 
different components, officials of the AP 
Housing Corporation said.
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News IN BrIef
Iran summons three EU envoys after 
diplomat’s arrest
Tehran, July 5 (IANS): Iranian Foreign Ministry on Thursday 
announced that it has summoned the ambassadors from 
France, Belgium and Germany to protest against the arrest of  
the country’s diplomat suspected of being tied to a terror plot 
in Paris. The Iranian diplomat was among six people detained 
in France, Belgium and Germany over suspected links to an 
alleged planned terror attack on an Iranian opposition rally on 
the outskirts of Paris, Efe news reported. He was arrested in 
Germany. Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for political affairs 
Abbas Araqchi called for an “immediate and unconditional 
release of the Iranian diplomat”, saying envoys had immunity 
under the Vienna Convention. 

Pompeo to visit Vietnam
Hanoi, July 5 (IANS): US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will 
visit Vietnam on July 8-9, it was announced here on Thursday. 
This will be Pompeo’s first trip to Vietnam after taking office as 
Secretary of State, said Ngo Toan Thang, vice spokesperson 
of the Vietnamese Foreign Affairs Ministry. Pompeo’s visit is 
expected to help strengthen the strategic partnership in various 
spheres like politics, diplomacy, economy, trade, national 
defence and overcoming consequences of the war, Thang was 
quoted as saying by Xinhua news agency.

Mass Inca grave uncovered in Peru
Lima, July 5 (IANS): Peruvian archaeologists are exploring 
a mass grave belonging to the ancient Inca civilisation in the 
coastal region of Lambayeque, a senior official has said. The 
grave, found at the archaeological site of Tucume which is 
home to 26 pyramids, will help confirm the extension of  
the Inca Empire, Xinhua news agency reported.  Some 24 
mummified corpses were found in the grave, along with 
funerary offerings such as ceramics, grains and finely woven 
robes said Luis Villacorta, deputy minister of cultural heritage 
and cultural industries. Archaeologist Jose Manuel Escudero 
said that one of  the mummies could be a high-ranking 
personage, given the quality of the funerary offerings found 
alongside the body.  

Police raids Philips’ Brazil HQ
Brasilia, July 5 (IANS): Brazilian Police have raided Dutch 
multinational Philips’ headquarters in Sao Paulo and arrested 
two officials for suspected fraud in Rio de Janeiro’s health 
system, an official said. The arrests on Wednesday included 
Daurio Speranzini Junior, who is the CEO for Latin America 
at General Electric Co., a conglomerate headquartered in 
the US city of Boston. Speranzini is being probed for alleged 
criminal actions that occurred when he was the head of  
Philips Medical Systems in Brazil. The actions were aimed 
at dismantling the cartel set up to manipulate tenders and 
fraudulently secure contracts to supply medical equipment and 
hospital materials in Rio. 

British govt. will have to apologise to 
Russia — Moscow
Moscow, July 5 (PTI/AFP): Russia said today the British 
government should apologise after London demanded 
Moscow explain itself regarding a couple who fell ill in a new 
case of exposure to a nerve agent. “I am sure that for everything 
that Theresa May’s government has stirred up, this government 
and its representatives will have to apologise to Russia and the 
international community,” foreign ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova told reporters. “As is tradition in Britain, it 
will happen later but it will happen.”

Light plane crashes in China, 1 dead
Beijing, July 5 (IANS): A small amphibious plane of an 
aerotour company plunged into a reservoir during training in 
China’s Hainan province, leaving one pilot dead and another 
missing, authorities said on Thursday. The accident took place 
in Wanning City on Wednesday. The plane belongs to Meiya 
Air. Both pilots on board were company employees. Search is 
on for the missing pilot, Xinhua news agency reported.

Woman climbs Statue of Liberty to 
protest family separations
New York, July 5 (IANS): A woman was taken into custody 
after she climbed up to the robes of the Statue of Liberty to 
protest against President Donald Trump’s “zero tolerance” 
policy, prompting the separation of thousands of children from 
their immigrant parents. Authorities on Wednesday tried to 
talk the woman identified as Therese Patricia Okoumou, down 
but she refused to leave, reports CNN. For nearly three hours, 
she crossed the base of the statue, at times sitting in the folds of  
the statue’s dress and under Lady Liberty’s sandal. 

US warns Pakistan against drug-
resistant typhoid fever outbreak
Washington, July 5 (IANS): The US has issued a health 
warning for Pakistan, alerting people against an ongoing 
outbreak of “extensively drug-resistant” typhoid fever that does 
not respond to most antibiotics. In a statement issued here on 
Wednesday, the US Centre for Disease Control and Prevention 
urged all travellers to “Pakistan or anywhere else in South 
Asia” to take extra care with food and water and get a typhoid 
vaccination, reports Dawn online. It said the level-2 alert had 
been triggered by the observation that several travellers to 
Pakistan returned to their home countries with the disease.

AP/PTI

In this image made from video, ambulances line on a pier waiting for rescued tourists from a boat that 
sank, Thursday, July 5, 2018, off Phuket, southern Thailand. 

Hanoi, July 5 (PTI/AFP): Tens of 
thousands of Vietnamese social 
media users are flocking to self-
professed free speech platform 
Minds to avoid tough internet 
controls in a new cybersecurity 
law, activists and the company 
told AFP. 

The draconian law requires 
internet companies to scrub 
critical content and hand over 
user data if Vietnam’s Commu-
nist government demands it.

The bill, which comes into 
effect January 1, sparked out-
cry from activists who say it 
is a chokehold on free speech 
in a country where there is no 
independent press and where 
Facebook is a crucial lifeline for 

bloggers.
The world’s leading social 

media site has 53 million users in 
Vietnam, a country of 93 million.

Many activists are now turn-
ing to Minds, a US-based open-
source platform, fearing Face-
book could be complying with 
the new rules.

“We want to keep our inde-
pendent voice and we also want 
to make a point to Facebook that 
we’re not going to accept any 
censorship,” Tran Vi, editor of 
the activist site The Vietnamese 
which is blocked in Vietnam, 
told AFP from Taiwan.

Some activists say they mi-
grated to Minds after content 
removal and abuse from pro-

government netizens on Face-
book.

Two 
editors’ Facebook accounts 

were temporarily blocked and 
The Vietnamese Facebook page 
can no longer use the “instant 
article” tool to post stories.

Nguyen Chi Tuyen, an activ-
ist better known by his online 
handle Anh Chi, says he has 
moved to Minds as a secure al-
ternative, though he will contin-
ue using Facebook and Twitter.

“It’s more anonymous and 
a secretive platform,” he said of 
Minds.

About 100,000 new active us-
ers have registered in Vietnam in 
less than a week, many posting 

on politics and current affairs, 
Minds founder and CEO Bill Ott-
man told AFP.

“This new cybersecurity law 
is scaring a lot of people for 
good reason,” he said from Con-
necticut.

“It’s certainly scary to think 
that you could not only be cen-
sored but have your private 
conversations given to a govern-
ment that you don’t know what 
they’re going to use that for.” The 
surge of new users from Vietnam 
now accounts for nearly 10 per-
cent of Minds total user base of 
about 1.1 million.

Users are not required to 
register with personal data and 
all chats are encrypted.

Vietnam’s government last 
year announced a 10,000-strong 
cybersecurity army tasked with 
monitoring incendiary material 
online.

It says the new law is aimed 
at protecting internet users in 
Vietnam and tightening online 
security -- not attacking free 
speech.

Facebook told AFP it is re-
viewing the law and says it 
considers government requests 
to take down information in line 
with its Community Standards 
-- and pushes back when pos-
sible. 

Google declined to comment 
on the new law when asked by 
AFP.

Phuket, July 5 (PTI/AFP): Dozens of 
mainly Chinese passengers are miss-
ing after a boat capsized as high winds 
whipped up rough seas off the Thai tour-
ist island of Phuket, officials said tonight.

The boat was carrying around 90 pas-
sengers when it keeled over after it was 
hit by massive waves, prompting a rescue 
operation that stretched into the night 
and left authorities scrambling to react.

The governor of southern Phuket, 
Noraphat Plodthong, said 49 people -- 
over half of the passengers -- were still 
“being helped” as rescue boats rushed to 
the scene.

A second provincial official, request-
ing anonymity, told AFP rescuers “are 
working to find” the 49 missing.

Television footage taken at a pier in 
Phuket showed stunned tourists huddling 
in blankets, while several women cried as 
medics tended to the injured.

The boat was returning to Phuket 
from Koh Racha at around 4:00 pm (lo-
cal time) when a storm hit, according to 
the captain, who identified himself as 
Somjing Boontham in a televised inter-
view.

He said the boat was hit by five metre-
high waves, which flooded the boat and 
started to slowly keel over, prompting him 
to warn passengers to put on life jackets 
and trigger inflatable life rafts.

“So I sent someone to them to wear 
life jackets... They were all Chinese visitors 
-- apart from two farang,” he said using 
Thai vernacular for westerners, adding 
around half the passengers were unac-
counted for.

Phuket is a magnet for overseas visi-
tors including Western sun-seekers and 

Chinese tourists who will make up the 
bulk of the 35 million people expected to 
visit the kingdom this year.

Governor Noraphat said Phuket of-
ficials had issued a weather warning on 
Wednesday alerting the public about 
impending storms.

“There were high winds this evening,” 
he said, adding a further 10 pleasure boats 
were stranded at sea and being attended 
to by rescue boats from the police and 
navy.

Others who made it to shore were cov-
ered in blankets and being tended to by 
medics at a pier in Phuket, several women 
cried and shouted in what sounded like 
Chinese.

Two other separate boat capsizes were 
reported in the same area this evening.

A yacht called the Senerita carrying 39 
people also capsized in the high seas, the 
officials added.

All of the passengers in both cases 
were pulled from the sea alive.

Photographs circulating on social 
media showed soaked and exhausted 
passengers -- most of them Asian -- in 
life jackets being pulled on inflatable rafts 
to safety.

It was not immediately clear which 
boat they belonged to.

Thailand has a sketchy health and 
safety record and accidents are common 
on its roads and busy waterways - espe-
cially during the monsoon season which 
is now biting. 

The kingdom is already in the global 
spotlight for a dramatic rescue mission 
in the north of the country, after 12 boys 
and their football coach were trapped in 
a cave complex.

Cairo, July 5 (IANS): An Egyptian court on 
Thursday sentenced 21 loyalists of the out-
lawed Muslim Brotherhood group from 
10 to 25 years in prison over forming a 
terrorist cell targeting policemen, soldiers 
and judges.

Cairo Criminal Court sentenced 14 
defendants to 25 years in jail, six to 15 years 
and one to 10 years, according to Efe news. 
Eight of the 14 defendants sentenced to 25 
years were fugitives while the other 13 had 
been tried in custody. 

Among the defendants in custody was 
Abdullah Shehata, the economic adviser 
of former Brotherhood-oriented President 
Mohamed Morsi who was ousted by the 
Army in July 2013 in response to mass 
protests against his one-year rule. 

The court said the defendants were 
convicted of possessing machine guns, 

ammunition and explosives used to carry 
out their terrorist activities and harm social 
peace and national unity.

Most Brotherhood leaders, members 
and supporters, including Morsi himself 
and the group’s top chief Mohamed Badie, 
are currently jailed. Many of them have 
received appealable death sentences and 
life imprisonments over various charges 
varying from inciting violence and murder 
to espionage and jailbreak. 

Morsi is currently serving a 20-year 
prison sentence over inciting deadly 
clashes between his supporters and op-
ponents in late 2012 and a 25-year jail term 
over leaking classified documents to Qatar. 

Since Morsi’s ouster, Egypt has been 
facing a wave of terror attacks that killed 
hundreds of policemen, soldiers as well 
as civilians.

Islamabad, July 5 (PTI): 
Embattled former Paki-
stan prime minister Na-
waz Sharif today requested 
the accountability court 
hearing corruption cases 
against him and his family 
to delay by a week the an-
nouncement of the verdict 
in one of the four cases 
against him. 

The counsel for the 
Sharif family submitted 
applications in the ac-
countability court seeking 
a week’s delay in the an-
nouncement of the verdict 
in the Avenfield corruption 
case scheduled to be an-
nounced tomorrow.

In the identical applica-
tions compiled on behalf 
of Sharif and his daugh-
ter, Maryam, the counsel 
cited the poor health of 
Kulsoom Nawaz, the wife 
of the former premier, who 
is hospitalised in London, 
as the reason for the fam-
ily’s bid to have the verdict 
postponed.

A medical report at-
tached with the petition 
says that Kulsoom was seri-
ously ill. 

Kulsoom was diag-
nosed with throat cancer 
last year and was shifted to 
the UK for further medical 

treatment. Since then, Mar-
yam and Sharif have made 
several trips back and forth 
from London to attend the 
hearings and tend to the 
ailing Kulsoom.

Mohammad Bashir, the 
accountability court judge 
who is hearing the corrup-
tion references against the 
Sharif family, was on leave 
today in order to write the 
court’s judgement in the 
Avenfield case.

In his absence, duty 
judge Mohammad Arshad 
said he cannot accept the 
applications, referring the 
Sharifs’ counsel to the reg-
istrar accountability court. 
Later on, however, he re-
ceived the application and 
issued notices to the Na-
tional Accountability Bu-
reau’s (NAB) prosecution.

A decision on whether 
the verdict can be post-
poned will, however, be 
taken by Justice Bashir after 
he hears the defence coun-
sel’s argument tomorrow 
morning, Dawn newspaper 
reported.

On Tuesday, the judge 
had reserved the verdict in 
the case and ordered all the 
accused to be present in 
the court.

A day earlier, Sharif, 

who is still in London along 
with Maryam, had said he 
wants to hear the judge-
ment of the case while 
standing in the courtroom 
where he “endured more 
than 100 hearings” with his 
daughter.

Sharif said Pakistan has 
a history of verdicts being 
“unnecessarily” reserved 
for months, hence delaying 
the judgement of the Aven-
field case for a few days 
“considering an extremely 
sensitive matter” would 
not violate any requisite of 
justice or law.

The Avenfield case was 
among the four corrup-
tion cases filed against the 
former premier and his 
children by the NAB on the 
Supreme Court’s orders in 
the Panama Papers case 
which disqualified Sharif.

The case pertains to the 
ownership of four flats in 
the posh Avenfield House 
in London. 

Apart from Sharif, his 
daughter Maryam and son-
in-law Capt (retd) Safdar 
are accused in the case. 
Sharif’s two sons - Hasan 
and Hussain - also wanted 
in the case, have been de-
clared proclaimed offend-
ers owing to their no-show.

Geneva, July 5 (IANS): The UN 
refugee agency (UNHCR) on 
Thursday warned that 320,000 
people have been displaced by 
increased hostilities in southwest 
Syria while another 750,000 risk 
being caught in the crossfire.

The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees Filippo Grandi said 
he was gravely concerned for the 
welfare of civilians and humani-
tarian aid workers in Daraa prov-
ince, a region of opposition-held 
Syria on the Jordanian border.

The border is currently 
closed but it has been the scene 
in recent weeks of an escalating 
government campaign of air-
strikes and artillery fire, Efe news 
reported. 

“An estimated 750,000 lives 
are in danger. More than 320,000 
people are now displaced. Most 
are living in dire and insecure 
conditions, including some 
60,000 people camped at the 
Nasib/Jaber border crossing with 
Jordan,” Grandi said. 

“There are large numbers 
of women and children among 
the displaced. There are elderly, 
injured and sick people and I 
am especially concerned about 
them,” he continued, adding 
that the volatile security situa-
tion in the region was hampering 
UN efforts to deliver humanitar-
ian and assistance. 

He said the conflict left many 
residents of Daraa with no op-
tion but to seek shelter in neigh-
bouring Jordan. The Hashemite 
Kingdom, which has taken in 
roughly one million refugees 
since the outbreak of civil war 
in Syria, recently announced the 
closure of its frontier.  Grandi 
thanked Amman for its assist-
ance and urged it to once again 
offer temporary relief to those 
caught in Daraa violence. 

He said the international 
community should support Jor-
dan and warned that thousands 
of lives would be lost if urgent 
action was not taken.

Lahore, July 5 (PTI): The 
death toll from the heaviest 
rain to fall on Lahore in 38 
years rose to 15 today as tor-
rential rains continued to lash 
Punjab, the worst hit province 
of Pakistan, according to a 
media report. 

The Nat ional  Disas -
ter Management Authority 

(NDMA) said in a statement 
yesterday that the heavy 
downpour started hitting the 
country on Tuesday and con-
tinued for 24 hours.

Most of the deaths have 
occurred due to electrocution 
and building collapse caused 
by the heavy downpour, ac-
cording to the officials.

The NDMA said that sev-
eral low-lying areas have been 
inundated by the rains as wa-
ter logging at different areas of 
Punjab was reported.

The authority said that 
Punjab was worst hit by the 
rains where 15 people were 
killed, 50 others injured and 
one house was washed away 

by the rain water, the report 
said.

The rescue work is un-
derway to clear the standing 
water by the provincial dis-
aster management authority. 
Choked drains, broken roads 
and faulty wiring have led to 
enormous damage and loss of 
life and property, the Express 

Tribune reported. 
Lahore received 238 mm 

rainfall till Tuesday, breaking 
the 38-year-old record of the 
capital of Pakistan’s Punjab 
province. The heavy down-
pour also exposed flaws in 
the sewer system of Lahore, 
which flooded some of the 
city’s streets.

Berlin, July 5 (IANS): German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
on Thursday warned that in-
creased security on the EU’s 
border as part of a tougher 
migrant policy being adopted 
by bloc leaders should focus on 
thwarting human trafficking 
rather than convert the conti-
nent into a fortress.

Merkel, leader of Ger-
many’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU), was speaking at a press 
conference here alongside 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán, who is known for 

his anti-immigration policies. 
“The soul of Europe is its 

humanity... If we want to pre-
serve it, Europe cannot simply 
detach itself from distress and 
suffering,” she said.

While it was the correct 
decision to take on traffick-
ing networks, the German 
conservative leader said that 
fundamental European values 
should not be lost in the proc-
ess, Efe news reported. 

The bloc could not ignore 
the plight of immigrants seek-
ing safety in Europe, she added. 

Orbán, in turn, said that 
if Hungary did not have hun-
dreds of men posted along 
its frontier to block migrant 
flow, then 4,000-5,000 people 
would be arriving in Germany 
every day.  Merkel said that 
the perspective on the migra-
tion between Hungary and 
Germany was very different. 
Reacting to it, Orban said: “The 
Chancellor and I see the world 
differently, but we strive for 
cooperation and I’m ready to 
work with her.” 

Orban said that his country 

built a fence on its southern 
borders to regain control over 
its territory, the move protect-
ing not only Hungary but also 
Germany by not allowing refu-
gees to enter Hungary.

“We feel hurt that we are 
accused by Germany of lack of 
solidarity,” said Orban, adding 
that “we protect our border 
with 8,000 armed soldiers for 
24 hours... That clearly means 
also a help for Germany, be-
cause refugees who are reject-
ed, do not come to Germany.”

Merkel-led CDU and the 

Christian Social Union on 
Monday night reached a com-
promise on asylum policy, 
agreeing to build refugee tran-
sit centres along Germany-
Austria borders and turn back 
asylum seekers already regis-
tered in other EU countries, 
in accordance with adminis-
trative agreements between 
two countries. In an interview 
with German newspaper das 
Bild, Orban said Hungary was 
open for talks with Germany 
if the latter and Austria reach a 
migration agreement. 

Vietnam activists flock to ‘safe’ 
social media after cyber crackdown

Dozens of Chinese tourists missing after 
boat capsizes off Thailand’s Phuket

Egypt jails 21 Brotherhood 
loyalists up to 25 years

Sharif seeks one week delay in 
verdict on 1st corruption case

Over 320,000 displaced 
by Syrian conflict — UN

Death toll touches 15 as heavy rain continues to lash Pak’s Lahore

New migrant policy shouldn’t turn EU into fortress — Merkel
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EM Images/ Caisü Mao
Frozen Heart performs at the Rocklore 2018 The North East Folk Fusion Music Festival at Don Bosco Institute AC Hall in Dimapur on Thursday. 

EM Images/ Caisü Mao

A member from Shape A Shade performs at the Rocklore 2018 The 
North East Folk Fusion Music Festival at Don Bosco Institute AC Hall in 
Dimapur on Thursday. 

Tina Turner’s eldest son commits suicide
Craig Raymond, the eldest son of American-born Swiss singer Tina Turner, is dead 
at 59. Craig was found dead on Tuesday afternoon at his home in Studio City, Cali-
fornia, with a self-inflicted gunshot wound, according to the Los Angeles County 
Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner, reported variety.com. Authorities pro-
nounced him dead at the scene. Craig was born in 1959 to Tina Turner and then-
boyfriend Raymond Hill, a saxophonist for the Kings of Rhythm band. Through 
Hill, Tina met her first husband Ike Turner, who adopted Craig. Craig worked in 
the real estate business in the San Fernando Valley. He is survived by his father, his 
mother, and his biological half-brother Ronnie. (IANS)

A
biogenesis, a folk fusion 
band from Nagaland said 
that the band wanted to 
‘create a space’ where 
young upcoming artists 

can play their original piece. The band 
members said this during the 5th 
edition of the North East Indigenous 
Music Festival held on July 5 at Ac Hall 
of Don Bosco Institute in Dimapur.

The music festival with theme 
‘Rocklore’ was organised by the 
Abiogenesis Society and sponsored by 
North East Council of Shillong.  

Raising concerns at the Naga 
artists’ heavy dependence on covers, 
Moa of Abiogenesis said, ‘it will lead 
them to copyright issues.’ The main 
reason for providing such platform 
is to encourage young artists of the 
Northeast region to compose and cre-
ate their own music instead of singing 
someone else’s, he added.  

Lead vocalist of the band Arenla 
spoke about the theme of the night, 
‘Rocklore.’ She maintains, ‘it is a 

fusion of rock and folk’ and a fusion 
where different cultures and variety of 
music meets to deliver originality of 
music. 

Conveying message to the boom-
ing artists, Arenla said, ‘if you do 
something you are passionate about, 
you will find happiness, which, will 
cure all hurdles of life like a medicine.’ 
Further, she encouraged the young 
artists to think unique and develop 
one’s sense of style when it comes to 
music. 

Altogether ten bands from across 
the country performed including five 
from Nagaland. 

The bands from Nagaland in-
cludes Frozen Heart, Shape A Shade, 
Abiogenesis, Tune Up Channel and 
Brainstorm Island. The bands from 
other parts of the country includes 
Ambush from Diphu, Wine O’ Clock 
(Guwahati), Lo Peninsula of (Imphal), 
Bhooma Trio (Shillong) and Fiddle-
craft from Pune. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 

EASTERN MIRROR: For 
those new to you and your 

music, tell us something 
about you.

Abeni Odyuo: Hi 
Everyone! I am Abeni Odyuo 

from Dimapur, currently pursuing 
my Master’s degree in English. I’ve 

done some cover songs which 
you can find them on YouTube 
and I was the 2013 Zoommax 
Solo category winner.  

Eastern Mirror: What is your 
musical background? Talk 
us through your musical 
journey.

Abeni Odyuo: I 
grew up listening to Coun-
try and Pop Music. Well, 
I did not take any formal 
education in music but that 
doesn’t stop me in making 
one. Song writing is some-
thing that I adore and enjoy 
the most. I started writing 
songs when I was in college 
and I think taking up English 

Literature has a great impact on my writing 
skills.

EASTERN MIRROR: How do you balance 
your music with other obligations as a 
student?

Abeni Odyuo: It was quite hard 
for me to balance my activities and music as 
a high school and higher secondary student, 
so I focused more on my studies. But once I 
got into college, I maintained a strict sched-
ule and made my first cover song when I 
was in my B.A 4th semester.

EASTERN MIRROR: A lot of talented musi-
cians in Nagaland pursue doing cover 
songs exclusively and we’ve seen those 
practise end at a certain point of time. You 
also have some cover songs on YouTube 
which has like more than 2K views.  Do 
you want to end up there or you would go 
beyond that comfort zone.   

Abeni Odyuo: Yes, there are lot 
of talented musicians in Nagaland, if given 
an opportunity I believe they will go far. But 
I think most of us as a new artist that rely 
on cover songs give up easily because of the 
limited shows to expose our singing abili-

ties .But for me I’ll continue to make more 
cover songs cause I love taking risks despite 
of the backlash that I receive sometimes 
and moreover I love writing narrative songs 
so I don’t want to keep those memories 
in shelves and hopefully I’ll have my own 
original song release soon.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are your fondest 
musical memories?

Abeni Odyuo: I have a lot of 
musical memories because most of the time 
my families and friends will be in the audi-
ence section screaming and dancing when I 
perform and that makes a beautiful journey. 
I also remember performing in Guwahati 
and Mizoram, the audience started to sing 
and dance along! I didn’t see that coming 
...I felt so comfortable performing, I’ll never 
forget that. And recently I performed at 
Annual Designers Gala which was so cool 
because I love fashion as well.  

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the challeng-
es and rewards that come from working as 
a musician?

Abeni Odyuo: I think to be a 
musician you have to be mentally strong 
and prepared to face criticism from people 
because sometimes people just don’t like 
you. And talking about rewards ,if you are 
strong enough  you take those criticism and 
heartbreaks and you turn them into a song 
, and I think that freedom to express it the 
way we want to is the most amazing feeling.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the uniden-
tified challenges and obstacles faced in a 
place like Nagaland music industry? 

Abeni Odyuo: There will be 
always challenges and obstacles everywhere 
you go, you just have to stand tall and not 
get caught up with the stereotype and take 
risks.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s coming up for 
you on the musical front?  

Abeni Odyuo: Uummmm ... 
Lately, I’ve been working with new artists, 
who are so skilled in their own genre. It will 
be out soon so I hope people will watch it 
when it’s out.

Rocklore 2018
5th edition of NE music fest. held in Dimapur 

Little did we know

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: 
Sanju (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern Mirror’s 
- Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they share their  
experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect to so 
Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Meet Abeni Odyuo, 
an upcoming musi-
cian with a versa-
tile voice, and one 
who is a power-
packed perform-
er. She has no 
formal educa-
tion in music. 
But she grew 
up listen-
ing to music 
that she says 
continues to 
be a motiva-
tion for her. 
Eastern Mir-
ror caught up with 
Abeni who shared 
with us her musical 
journey.
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New Delhi, July 5 (India Science 
Wire): Antimicrobial resistancehas 
become a global health challenge, 
making easily treatable infections 
difficult to treat.  The problem is 
not sparing vulnerable popula-
tion groups like newborn babies 
who need urgent treatment in case 
of conditions such as neonatal 
sepsis. 

Sepsis can be potentially life-
threatening, particularly for new-
borns as their immune systems are 
not fully developed. Given the rise 
in bacteria resistance to existing 

treatments, hospitalized newborns 
and infants are at high risk of de-
veloping drug-resistant hospital-
acquired infections. The suscep-
tibility of newborns to sepsis is 
compounded as diagnosing serious 
bacterial infections in newborns is 
challenging since symptoms are 
difficult to detect.

In order to gather more data 
and insight into the problem, re-
searchers from India and ten coun-
tries have joined hands to conduct 
an observational study in hospitals 
and neonatal units. In India, the 

study will be conducted at Lady 
Harding Medical College, New 
Delhi; KEM Hospital, Mumbai and 
Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate 
Medical Education and Research 
in Puducherry. Other countries 
participating in the study are Bang-
ladesh, Brazil, China, Greece, Italy, 
Kenya, South Africa, Thailand, Vi-
etnam and Uganda.The study 
focuses on collecting clinical infor-
mation on babies with significant 
clinical sepsis. 

The study will investigate how 
neonatal sepsis is managed cur-

rently so that this insight can be 
used as a basis for evaluating future 
interventions in neonates. Out-
comes of interest will include mor-
tality, antibiotic use and duration of 
antimicrobial therapy.Researchers 
from all the participating countries 
met here this week to understand 
sepsis in newborns and current 
antibiotic prescribing practices.

It is part of an initiative launched 
by the Global Antibiotic Research 
and Development Partnership 
(GARDP). “This study would be 
helpful as the burden of infectious 

disease is high though it has de-
clined in recent past. Development 
of new drugs is not the only solution 
we are looking for. We are focusing 
on better use of existing antibiotics 
also,”DrManicaBalasagaram, Di-
rector, GARDP said while speaking 
to India Science Wire.

Of the global burden of sepsis 
related neonatal deaths, nearly 
40 % occurs in countries of South 
Asia like Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Every year, 
around 56,500 neonatal deaths are 

attributable to sepsis caused by 
anti-microbial resistanceto drugs 
in India alone.

Sepsis in the neonatal period 
-first 28 days of an infant’s life – is 
the most common cause of deaths 
among neonates around the world. 
Of all the deaths that occur in chil-
dren under the age of five years, 
44% (almost half) occur in the first 
28 days of an infant’s life. It is esti-
mated that 214,000 deaths among 
these newborns were attributable 
to drug-resistant infections in 2015 
globally. 

Sydney, July 5 (IANS): A 
sleep disorder that caus-
es repeated shallow or 
paused breathing may be 
associated with changes 
in brain structure that are 
also seen in the early stag-
es of dementia.

Obstructive sleep ap-
noea (OSA), common 
among elderly, is a condi-
tion where the walls of 
the throat relax and nar-
row during sleep, stopping 
breathing, and is known to 
reduce levels of oxygen in 
the blood. It has also been 
linked with heart diseases, 
strokes and cancer.

The new study sug-
gested that the drop in 
oxygen may be linked to 
a shrinking of the brain’s 
temporal lobes and a cor-
responding decline in 
memory.

“Between 30 and 50 
per cent of the risk for de-

mentia is due to modifia-
ble factors, such as depres-
sion, high blood pressure, 
obesity and smoking. In 
recent years, research-
ers have recognized that 
various sleep disturbances 
are also risk factors for de-
mentia,” said lead author, 
Sharon Naismith, from 
the University of Sydney, 
Australia.

“We wanted to look 
specifically at obstructive 
sleep apnoea and its ef-
fects on the brain and cog-
nitive abilities,” Naismith 
added.

In the study, published 
in European Respiratory 
Journal, the researchers 
analysed data from nearly 
100 participants aged be-
tween 51 and 88 years, 
who had visited doctors 
with concerns over their 
memory or mood but had 
no OSA diagnosis.

The results showed 
that patients who had 
low levels of oxygen in 
their blood while they 
were sleeping tended to 
have reduced thickness 
in the left and right tem-
poral lobes of the brain 
-- regions known to be 
important in memory and 
affected dementia.

Further,  the team 
found that this alteration 
in the brain was linked 
with participant’s poorer 
ability to learn new infor-
mation. 

“There is no cure for 
dementia so early inter-
vention is the key. On the 
other hand, we do have 
an effective treatment for 
OSA. This research shows 
that diagnosing and treat-
ing OSA could be an op-
portunity to prevent cog-
nitive decline before it’s 
too late,” Naismith added.

Chennai, July 5 (IANS): In its aim towards 
human spaceflight, Indian space agency 
ISRO on Thursday carried out the first in 
a series of tests to qualify a crew escape 
system.

The Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) in a statement said the crew 
escape system is a critical technology for 
human spaceflight.

“The crew escape system is an emer-
gency escape measure designed to quick-
ly pull the crew module along with the 
astronauts to a safe distance from the 
launch vehicle in the event of a launch 
abort. 

“The first test (Pad Abort Test) dem-
onstrated the safe recovery of the crew 
module in case of any exigency at the 
launch pad,” ISRO said.

According to the ISRO, the five-hour 
countdown was smooth. The crew es-
cape system along with the simulated 

crew module with a mass of 12.6 tonne, 
lifted off at 7 a.m. at the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh.

The test was over in 259 seconds, dur-
ing which the crew escape system along 
with crew module soared skyward, then 
arced out over the Bay of Bengal and 
floated back to Earth under its parachutes 
about 2.9 km from Sriharikota.

The crew module reached an altitude 
of nearly 2.7 km under the power of its 
seven specifically designed quick acting 
solid motors to take away the crew mod-
ule to a safe distance without exceeding 
the safe g-levels.

Nearly 300 sensors recorded various 
mission performance parameters during 
the test flight. 

Three recovery boats are being exer-
cised to retrieve the module as part of the 
recovery protocol.

London, July 5 (IANS): 
Stopping blood vessel 
cells from becoming dys-
functional may reverse 
the symptoms of small 
vessel disease (SVD) -- 
major cause of dementia 
and stroke -- and prevent 
brain damage in older 
adults, scientists have 
found.

The study, led by the 
University of Edinburgh, 
found that SVD occurs 
when cells that line the 
small blood vessels in the 
brain become dysfunc-
tional causing them to 
secrete a molecule into 
the brain.

The molecule stops 
production of the protec-
tive layer that surrounds 
brain cells -- called myelin 
-- leading to brain dam-
age.

“This important re-
search helps us under-

stand why small vessel 
disease happens, provid-
ing a direct link between 
small blood vessels and 
changes in the brain that 
are linked to dementia,” 
said Anna Williams from 
University of Edinburgh’s 
MRC Centre for Regen-
erative Medicine in Scot-
land. 

“It also shows that 
these changes may be 
reversible, paving the way 
for potential treatments,” 
Williams added.

In the study, published 
in the journal Science 
Translational Medicine, 
the team used rat model 
and found that treating 
them with drugs that can 
reverse changes in blood 
vessels in the brain asso-
ciated with cerebral small 
vessel disease.

“The findings high-
light a promising direc-

tion for research into 
treatments that could 
limit the damaging effects 
of blood vessel changes 
and help keep nerve cells 
functioning for longer,” 
said Sara Imarisio, Head 
of Research at Alzheimer’s 
Research in Britain.

How e v e r,  f u r t h e r 
studies are needed to test 
whether the treatment 
also works when the dis-
ease is firmly established, 
researchers said.

Dementia is one of 
the biggest problems fac-
ing society, as people live 
longer and the population 
ages. 

Estimates indicate 
there are almost 47 mil-
lion people living with 
dementia worldwide and 
the numbers affected are 
expected to double every 
20 years, rising to more 
than 115 million by 2050.

New York, July 5 (IANS): 
A drug used in the stem 
cell therapy to treat certain 
cancers may also protect 
against lung injury caused 
by cigarette smoke, finds 
a study.

Long time cigarette 
smoking leads to progres-
sive loss of lung function 
and a condition known 
as emphysema, a form of 
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD) 
which is a group of lung dis-
eases that block airflow and 
make it difficult to breathe. 

Plerixafor is a medica-
tion that stimulates the 
immune system to release 
more of a type of stem cell 
(hematopoietic progeni-
tor cells or HPCs) from 
the bone marrow into the 

bloodstream. 
The drug is used to treat 

some types of cancer that 
originate in the blood cells, 
including multiple my-
eloma and non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma.

The lower number of 
HPCs in the bloodstream 
can correspond to in-
creased severity of em-
physema and prevents the 
lungs from being able to 
repair smoke-related dam-
age, the research showed. 

The findings, published 
in the American Journal of 
Physiology-Lung Cellular 
and Molecular Physiology, 
noted that mice treated 
with Plerixafor increased 
the numbers of HPCs. 

The protective effects 
of plerixafor on smoke-in-

duced lung injury “raise the 
possibility that bone mar-
row mobilisation increases 
the availability of HPC for 
lung cell maintenance and 
repair”, said researchers in-
cluding Irina Petrache from 
the National Jewish Health 
in the US. 

“Our report supports 
the usefulness of this US 
Food Drug Administration-
approved drug as a poten-
tial treatment for emphy-
sema,” Petrache said.

In the study, the team 
exposed one group of ani-
mals to cigarette smoke 
for 22 weeks but also gave 
them regular injections 
of plerixafor (treated) and 
another group to smoke 
but did not give them treat-
ment (exposed).

Washington, July 4 (IANS): NASA has announced of 
testing “quiet” supersonic flights over Texas

that could revolutionise air travel.
The space agency said on Tuesday that it will 

publicly demonstrate its technology near the coastal 
resort city of Galveston to ensure that its prototype 
really will be barely audible when it crosses the sound 
barrier, reports CNN.

If NASA’s experimental project -- formerly known 
as the X-plane or “Low-Flight Flight Demonstrator” 
but recently renamed X-59 QueSST -- works, it should 
help make supersonic flight more economical.

From November, the US space agency will use su-
personic F/A-18 Hornet jets over Galveston to mimic 
the sonic profile of the X-59 while a group of around 
500 residents document the noise levels.

By performing dives at the speed of sound, the jets 
will produce two types of sonic boom in order to truly 
determine the sound they produce on the ground.

According to NASA, Galveston was chosen as the 
testing area as it is located near the Gulf of Mexico, 
allowing the fighter jets keep louder sonic booms 
out to sea, while hurling quieter sonic “thumps” into 
the city. 

NASA recently awarded Lockheed Martin a $247.5 
million contract to build the highly anticipated air-
craft.

New York, July 5 (IANS): Our early 
hominin ancestors, including 
their toddlers, could stand on two 
feet and walk upright, but also 
had several ape-like foot charac-
teristics that could have aided in 
climbing trees, a study has found.

The team discovered that ho-
minin toddlers possessed many 
of the structures necessary to 
walk on two legs that have been 
found in adult specimens, but also 
retained a convexity of the medial 
cuneiform -- a bone important 
for joint movement, such as that 
involved in climbing -- into adult-
hood. 

The findings, published in 
the journal Science Advances, 
are based on a rare tiny foot fos-
sil, about the size of a human 
thumb, of a nearly 3.32 mil-
lion-year-old skeleton 
of a young female 
hominin an-
c e s t o r , 
Australo-

pithecus afarensis, discovered 
in 2002 in the Dikika region of 
Ethiopia.

“For the first time, we have 
an amazing window into what 
walking was like for a two-and-
a-half-year-old, more than 3 mil-
lion years ago,” said lead author 
Jeremy DeSilva, Associate Profes-
sor at Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire. 

“This is the most complete 
foot of an ancient juvenile ever 
discovered.” DeSilva added.

At two-and-a-half-years-old, 
the Dikika child was already walk-
ing on two legs, but 
based on t h e 
skeletal 

structure of the child’s foot, spe-
cifically the base of the big toe, 
show that the kid probably spent 
more time in the trees than adults. 

This evidence of increased 
mobility of the toe is an ape-like 
pattern that is suggestive of a 
selective advantage of this trait 
and which offers new insights into 
the evolution of bipedality, the 
researchers said.

“Walking on two legs is a hall-
m a r k o f 

being human. But, walking poorly 
in a landscape full of predators is 
a recipe for extinction,” DeSilva 
explained. 

“These findings are critical for 
understanding the dietary and 
ecological adaptation of these 
species and are consistent with 
our previous research on other 
parts of the skeleton especially, 
the shoulder blade,” said Zerese-
nay Alem- s e g e d , 
Profes- s o r  a t 

the Uni-
versity 
of Chi-
cago in 
the US. 

New York, July 5 (IANS): A dramatic 
head-on collision with a dwarf 
galaxy, dubbed the “Gaia Sausage” 
galaxy, about 10 billion years ago 
reshaped the structure of our gal-
axy, the Milky Way, fashioning both 
its inner bulge and its outer halo, 
new research suggests.

The dwarf did not survive the 
impact. It quickly fell apart, and 
the wreckage is now all around us, 
according to the findings.

“The collision ripped the dwarf 

to shreds, leaving its stars mov-
ing in very radial orbits” that are 
long and narrow like needles, said 
Vasily Belokurov of the University 
of Cambridge and the Center for 
Computational Astrophysics at the 
Flatiron Institute in New York City. 

The stars’ paths take them 
“very close to the centre of our 
galaxy. This is a telltale sign that 
the dwarf galaxy came in on a re-
ally eccentric orbit and its fate was 
sealed.”

The results detailed in a series 
of new papers in the journals 
the Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, The Astro-
physical Journal Letters and arXiv.
org outline the salient features of 
this extraordinary event. 

Several of the papers were led 
by Cambridge graduate student 
GyuChul Myeong. He and col-
leagues used data from the Euro-
pean Space Agency’s Gaia satellite. 

This spacecraft has been map-

ping the stellar content of our 
galaxy, recording the journeys of 
stars as they travel through the 
Milky Way. 

Thanks to Gaia, astronomers 
now know the positions and trajec-
tories of our celestial neighbours 
with unprecedented accuracy.

The paths of the stars from the 
galactic merger earned them the 
moniker the “Gaia Sausage,” ex-
plained Wyn Evans of Cambridge. 

“We plotted the velocities of the 
stars, and the sausage shape just 
jumped out at us. As the smaller 
galaxy broke up, its stars were 
thrown onto very radial orbits. 
These Sausage stars are what’s 
left of the last major merger of the 
Milky Way,” Evans said. 

The new research also identi-
fied at least eight large, spherical 
clumps of stars called globular 
clusters that were brought into the 
Milky Way by the Sausage galaxy. 

Small galaxies generally do not 
have globular clusters of their own, 
so the Sausage galaxy must have 
been big enough to host a collec-
tion of clusters. 

“While there have been many 
dwarf satellites falling onto the 
Milky Way over its life, this was the 
largest of them all,” said Sergey 
Koposov of Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
US.

Drug resistance posing new challenge to child survival

Sleep disorder linked with brain 
changes found in dementia

ISRO tests crew escape 
system for human spaceflight

Scientists develop potential 
approach to treat dementia, stroke

Stem cell therapy effective against 
smoke-induced COPD — Study

NASA to test ‘quiet’ 
supersonic flights

Hominins walked like modern humans, climbed like apes — Study

Cosmic crash 
with dwarf galaxy 
reshaped Milky 
Way — Study
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Nadal battles past Mikhail to 
reach Wimbledon third round Chandmari HSS, Northfield in Pool B final

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament 

Belgium brace for Brazil challenge 

Basketball coaching camp underway in Kohima
India aim T20I series win against England Sindhu enters 

quarterfinals of 
Indonesia Open

Summer challenger cup from July 23

Selection for Kohima 
badminton team

G Rio School and Northfield in action during the last quarterfinal match in Kohima on Thursday.
EM Images

The campers along with the organisers and the main trainer of 1st summer basketball coaching in Kohima on July 5.

Combo photos of Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku (left) and Brazil’s Neymar. Brazil will face Belgium in the 
FIFA World Cup 2018 quarterfinal match in Kazan on July 6, 2018.

Rafael Nadal returns a ball during the third round  match against Mikhail Kukushkin at Wimbledon.

London, July 5 (PTI/AFP): 
World number one Ra-
fael Nadal made it to the 
third round at Wimbledon 
with a straight sets victory 
over Mikhail Kukushkin on 
Thursday.

The Spanish second 
seed won 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 on 
Centre Court against the 
world number 77.

Nadal ,  a  two-t ime 
Wimbledon champion, 
faces Australia's Alex De 
Minaur on Saturday for a 
place in the last 16.

Cilic suffers shock defeat
Marin Cilic suffered a 
shock Wimbledon second 
round exit as last year's 

runner-up blew a two-set 
lead in his 3-6, 1-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (7/3), 7-5 loss to Ar-
gentina's Guido Pella on 
Thursday.

When rain forced the 
tie to be postponed on 
Wednesday evening, third 
seed Cilic was leading by 
two sets against an un-
heralded opponent who 
had never won a match 
at Wimbledon before this 
year.

But the Croatian, who 
lost to Roger Federer in 
the 2017 final, collapsed 
once the match resumed 
on Court One and world 
number 82 Pella took full 
advantage to set up a third 

round clash with Macken-
zie McDonald.

Cilic, the 2014 US Open 
champion, had been ex-
pected to mount a strong 
challenge for the Wimble-
don title after winning the 
grass-court warm-up at 
Queen's Club two weeks 
ago.

T h e  b i g - s e r v i n g 
29-year-old had only once 
before lost to a player 
ranked as low as Pella at 
Wimbledon, when he was 
beaten by world number 
145 Arnaud Clement 10 
years ago.

But after reaching the 
Australian Open final and 
French Open quarter-fi-

Kohima, July 5 (EMN): 
The 1st summer bas-
ketball coaching camp 
under the aegis of Sunc-
ity Kohima and PB&F 
Spor ts  management 
got underway today at 
Christ King Higher Sec-
ondary School, Kohima 

village.
T h e  m a i n  t ra i n e r 

of the camp is coach 
Prasanna Jyashankar of 
Chennai

Slam UBA, former 
captain of Indian wom-
en basketball team and 
presently serving as the 

coach of the Indian Rail-
ways.

The camp would cov-
er all basic fundamentals 
of basketball and also on 
advanced training skills 
for the juniors and senior 
categories respectively.

Around 63 campers, 

both boys and girls, have 
registered for the camp, 
which would continue 
for the next two weeks.

Some of the campers 
from the neighbouring 
states such as Manipur 
and Assam have also reg-
istered for the camp.

Jakarta, July 5 (PTI): Olympic 
silver medallist PV Sindhu cel-
ebrated her 23rd birthday with a 
straight-game win over Japan's 
Aya Ohori to enter the quarterfi-
nals of the USD 1,250,000 Indone-
sia Open BWF World Tour Super 
1000 tournament here today.

World No 3 Sindhu, who had 
reached the semifinals at Malay-
sia Open last week, didn't break 
much sweat as she defeated Oh-
ori, ranked 17th, 21-17 21-14 in 
a 36-minute women's singles 
match. This is Sindhu's fifth win 
over the Japanese in as many 
meetings. 

The Indian will face either 
Thailand's Busanan Ongbam-
rungphan or China's He Bingjiao 
next.

Cardiff, July 5 (IANS): Fresh from 
a clinical eight-wicket victory over 
England, India will aim to clinch the 
series when they face the hosts in 
the second Twenty-20 International 
of the three-match rubber at Sophia 
Gardens here on Friday.

The Men-in-Blue completely 
outclassed England in the first 
game as Kuldeep Yadav's fifer fol-
lowed by Lokesh rahul's unbeaten 
ton guided Indian to comfortable 
victory at the Old Trafford.

Virat Kohli will be expecting 
another dominant show from his 
side to set the tone for the long 
England tour.

On Friday, the Indian team 
management is likely to stick to 
the same playing eleven as they 
will not try to disturb their winning 
combination. 

In batting department, Opener 
Shikhar Dhawan, who failed in the 
first match would like to rectify 
his mistakes in the coming match 
while in bowling department, pac-
ers were punished in the first 10 

overs would like to display some 
disciplined bowling initially.

On the other hand, the hosts will 
be desperate to bounce back in the 
series and would once again rely 
on opener Jos Buttler, who contin-
ued his purple patch of form with 
another fifty in the opening match.

In order to put a fight against the 
visitors, apart from Buttler, Jason 
Roy, Jonny Bairstow, Alex Hales, 
Jos Buttler and Eoin Morgan will 
have to quickly learn to read the 
spinners.

While England spinner Adil 
Rashid did a fair job in the first out-
ing, Moeen Ali was expensive and 
will have to be economical against 
the spin-friendly Indian batsmen.

The English camp will also miss 
the services of pacer Tom Curran, 
who has been ruled out of the re-
maining T20Is and the ODI series 
owing to a left side strain.

A loss on Friday will see England 
drop down to rank seven below 
New Zealand, South Africa and 
West Indies, respectively.

Dimapur, July 5 (EMN): A football tour-
nament dubbed as Summer Challenger 
Cup 2018, organised by Catalysts for 
Change (C4C) is set to kick-off on July 
23 at Medziphema local ground. The 
tournament would be conducted on 
knockout basis. 

Informing this in a press release, 
convenor of the organising commit-
tee, Atubu R Kuotsu, and the C4C 
secretary, Balie Meyase, have invited 
all interested football clubs, teams and 
villages to avail the registration forms 
at United Sports, Dimapur; Popular 
Bakery, Chumukedima; and Popular 

Bakery, Medziphema town. The last 
date for registration is July 20, the or-
ganisers informed.

The organisers would charge regis-
tration fee of INR 3500 per team. The 
champions would be awarded a cash 
of INR 50,000 and the runners-up team 
with INR 30,000 respectively. Awards 
would also be given to the highest 
scorer, best player and best goalkeeper, 
it added.

All interested teams are asked to 
contact the organisers on phone nos. 
8119959662 and 7005877730 for neces-
sary information.

Kohima, July 5 (EMN): Ko-
hima district badminton 
association has inform 
that selection of players 
for the Kohima district 
team for the upcoming 
inter-district badminton 
meet would be held on 
July 7 from 8:30 am on-
wards at the indoor bad-
minton stadium, Officers 
Hill, Kohima.

The association has 
asked all the participants 
to bring valid documents 
for age proof (photocopy 
of PCR or adhaar card). 
The categories are singles 
and doubles for boys and 
girls (Under 9, 11, 13, 15, 
17, 19 years) and also for 
senior men’s and women’s. 
All concerned are asked to 
contact officials on phone 
nos. 9774035643 and 
8414800800 for necessary 
information.

nals earlier this year, Cilic 
suffered one of the worst 
results of his career.

Pella is into the third 
round at a Grand Slam for 
the first time.

The 28-year-old ad-
mitted the over-night 
rain delay had been a 
huge boost as it allowed 
him to change his tactics 
and pull off a sensational 
fightback.

Djokovic through to last 
32
Novak Djokovic made 
it through to the third 
round at Wimbledon with 
a straight sets win over 
Horacio Zeballos of Ar-
gentina.

The former world 
number one, seeded 12th 
at the All England Club 
as he makes his way back 
from an elbow injury, 
won 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 for his 
60th win at the tourna-
ment.

The three-time Wim-
bledon champion, more 
used to playing on the 
main Centre Court or 
Court One arenas, was 
in the strange position of 
playing on the 4,000-seat-
er Court Two.

Djokovic had treat-
ment on his left thigh in 
the third set but over-
came the problem to see 
out the set.

He faces either British 
21st seed Kyle Edmund 
or US qualifier Bradley 
Klahn in Saturday's third 
round.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 5 (EMN): 
Chandmari Higher Sec-
ondary School and North-
field booked their semi-
finals berth after winning 
their respective quarterfi-
nal matches at the ongo-
ing 2nd Kohima district 
inter-school football tour-
nament at the Kohima 
local ground on Thursday.

Chandmari HSS will 
now take on Northfield 
in the Pool B final on Fri-
day. After the Pool Finals, 
the winner of Pool-A will 
compete with the loser 
of Pool-B and the loser of 
Pool-A will compete with 
the winner of Pool-B in 
their respective semi-final 
matches.

The tournament is 
being jointly organised 
by Royal Club Kohima in 
association with school 
education department 
and youth resources and 
sports.

In the first match at 
the Kohima local ground, 
Chandmari HSS edged 
out St. Mary's Cathedral 
HSS via tie-breaker 3-2 
after the match ended 2-2 
at the stipulated time.

In a thrilling encoun-
ter, Venu-o scored the 
opening goal for Chad-
mari team in the 6th min-
ute to take the deserv-
ing lead. But the joy was 
cut short when Veposhu 
scored in the 39th minute 
for St. Mary to end the first 
half 1-1.

Kazan, July 5 (PTI/AFP): 
Belgium coach Roberto 
Martinez has admitted he 
has no secrets as he plots 
to end Brazil's bid for a 
record-extending sixth 
World Cup ahead of their 
"dream" quarterfinal on 
Friday. 

But the nation's "Gold-
en Generation" have been 
reminded that the match 
against the favourites 
could represent the last 
chance for them to shine 
on the world stage.

"It's a dream match for 
our players," Martinez told 
Belgian press after sealing 
qualification for the last 
eight with a last-gasp 3-2 
victory over Japan in the 
first phase of the knockout 
rounds.

"There won't be many 
secrets to the game. We 
have to defend as well as 
we can and then punish 
them when we have the 
ball. "It's that simple, and 
this team is ready for that."

On paper, a Belgium 
side containing the tal-
ents of Chelsea's Eden 
Hazard, Kevin De Bruyne 
of Manchester City and 
Manchester United striker 
Romelu Lukaku have the 
potential to cause a World 
Cup upset.

But despite sailing 
through the group stage, 
Martinez's ambitious Red 
Devils have their work cut 
out if they are to go all the 
way to the July 15 final in 
Moscow.

Third-ranked Belgium 
reached the quarterfinals 
in 2014 in Brazil but before 
that the last time they got 
so far was in 1986 when 
'Little Prince' Frank Ver-
cauteren steered them to 
the semifinals before a 
Diego Maradona double 
ended their hopes in a 2-0 
defeat in Mexico.

Ve r c a u t e r e n  s a i d 
before the tournament 
that Russia represented 
"perhaps one of the last 
chances for this genera-
tion of players to live up 

to expectations because 
in 2022 a lot of them won't 
be there".

On Monday, Belgium 
mounted a stirring fight-
back to beat Japan, with 
Nacer Chadli scoring the 
winner in the 94th minute. 
Becoming the first team 
in 48 years to overcome a 
2-0 deficit in a World Cup 
knockout match was a 
"proud" moment for Mar-
tinez, who said: "That was 
a test for the team and its 
character."

Despite scoring nine 

times in wins over Panama 
(3-0), Tunisia (5-2) and 
England (1-0) before the 
Japan game, Belgium will 
have to lift their game sig-
nificantly to beat a well-
drilled Brazil side increas-
ingly dancing to the tune 
of star forward Neymar.

Neymar signalled he 
had well and truly put a re-
cent injury lay-off behind 
him with an incisive per-
formance in a 2-0 win over 
Mexico in Samara, where 
he scored the opener and 
set up Roberto Firmino 

for his maiden World Cup 
goal. Even more is expect-
ed from Neymar, whose 
pace, technique and all-
around vision allied to 
Willian's slick movement 
gave Brazil another di-
mension.

For all Brazil's attacking 
riches, Belgium's biggest 
problem could be pierc-
ing a robust defence that 
has conceded just once, in 
their 1-1 opening draw with 
Switzerland. Brazil centre-
back pairing Joao Miranda 
and Thiago Silva have been 
solid and will aim to keep 
it that way as the five-time 
champions target a place in 
the semifinals and a match 
with either France or Uru-
guay.

"We're progressing, 
that's evident," Silva said 
after their win over Mexi-
co. "It was a complicated 
match against a danger-
ous side, but we were solid 
at the back."

Mistakes such as the 
ones that allowed Japan 
to grab a two-goal lead 
are sure to be punished 
by Neymar but it is Brazil's 
defence that is also catch-
ing the eye of observers.

"As a former defender, 
I love watching Silva and 
Miranda play," former 
France defender William 
Gallas said in his role as a 
consultant for French ra-
dio station RMC. "They're 
the best centre-back 
partnership of this World 
Cup."

It was all on St Mary side in the second 
half, as Supongyanger scored the second 
goal for St. Mary in 71th minute. With the 
dying minutes in favour of Chandmari, 
Venu-o scored in the injury added time 
to equalise the score line 2-2.

During the extra time, both team 
failed to score as the match ended in a 
penalty shootout. And Chandmari HSS 
overpowered St. Mary's Cathedral via tie 
breaker 3-2 to enter the Pool B final.

Meanwhile, Northfield stunned the 
G Rio School 4-0 in the last quarterfinal 
match of the tournament. Runners-up of 
the first edition, G Rio School were paid 
for their defensive error as Northfield 
seized the opportunity to score four goals.

In the match, Kethosenyu scored a 
brace for Northfield through a defensive 
error to take two goals lead in the first 
half.

The second half, Northfield side de-
fended the score but G Rio lacked the 
finishing as under pressure side conceded 
another goal from Franky Khing in the 
62th minute. It was all over as Ashebo 
rounded up the match with a stunner 
in the 70th minute to end the match in 
favour of Northfield 4-0.

Friday matches (Pool finals)
Loyola HSS, Jakhama vs Mount Sinai HSS 
(Pool A) @ 1 PM
Chandmari HSS vs Northfield (Pool-B) 
@ 3: 00 PM

FRANCE

BELGIUM

ENGLAND

URUGUAY

BRAZIL

SWEDEN

RUSSIA CROATIA

FRIDAY, JULY 6, 7:30 PM

11:30 PM

SATURDAY, JULY 7, 7:30 PM

11:30 PM

QUARTER-FINAL MATCHES


