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Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The chief minister of Na-
galand, Neiphiu Rio, has iterated that the state-
ment he gave on July 12 in Delhi about the issue 
of integration of the Naga areas, was not a per-
sonal statement but a secondary iteration refer-
ring to what was discussed during the meeting. 
The statement does not represent the opinion of 
either the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA), or  
that of  the Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP), the chief minister’s office (CMO) 
stated in a press release that was issued to the 
media on Wednesday. 

The CMO referred to the reactions in the 
media to Rio’s statement on June 12 in New Delhi 
after his having met with Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, and other central officials.

“Upon being asked about the issue of integra-
tion by the media in the course of the interview, I 
only replied as to what was told to us by the GoI 
(government of India). Negotiations have been 
going on for the last 21 years and therefore, it is 

the desire of the Naga people that an early solu-
tion should come. I had also clearly mentioned 
that the demand for integration of contiguous 
Naga inhabited areas is genuine,” the CMO 
stated. 

The central government has also recognized 
the ‘genuineness of the demand,’ the press re-
lease stated. 

‘I had clearly stated, "That was the point in 
discussion" and so, it goes to prove that this issue 
was discussed in the meeting. They are not my 
personal views or the views of the NDPP or the 
PDA government. My office has clarified this on 
14th June 2018 while the NDPP has also clarified 
the same on 15th June, 2018,’ the CMO stated in 
reminding detractors.

Here, Rio stated that the PDA government’s 
declared policy is to play the role of ‘active facili-
tator’ to the ongoing Indo-Naga peace process.  
“We will continue to extend our support and 
cooperation for an early resolution to the decades 

old imbroglio through a political agreement that 
is honorable and acceptable to the people. My 
track record vis-à-vis the Naga political move-
ment, over the decades, speaks volumes for itself 
and as for me and my government, we have 
never deviated from our stand on the Naga peace 
process and the issue of integration,” the chief 
minister stated.

While assuring to stand committed to the 
aspirations of the Naga people, Neiphiu Rio 
expressed regret that if nevertheless any section 
had misunderstood the matter due to misinter-
pretation in the sections of the media. ‘...then it 
is regretted. I hope that with this statement, the 
truth will prevail and the matter will be put to 
rest,’ he said.

“I appeal to all sections to continue to make 
collective efforts to bring the Naga family to-
gether under a spirit of oneness and unity for the 
greater cause of achieving lasting peace for our 
people,” the press release added.

Cabinet peps appointment ban order, seeks 
input on Indigenous Inhabitant criteria   
Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Cabinet has stat-
ed that the ban on appoint-
ments stands except for 
posts that are sanctioned, 
and from the administration 
the government has sought 
clarification about the crite-
ria that qualify a person as 
an Indigenous Inhabitant of 
Nagaland. 

The decisions were 
among a number of others 
that the government took 
on July 4 during a meeting of 
the cabinet. A DIPR update 
on Wednesday informed 
about the decisions.
Appointment against  
sanctioned posts only
The Cabinet discussed the 
issue of appointment to var-
ious posts in all the depart-
ments. It has directed the 
chief secretary to “re-iterate 
afresh” an earlier order ban-
ning appointments without 
sanctioned posts. Action 
should be taken on the err-
ing officers and they should 
be penalised according to  
rules, the updates stated.
Recruitment Policy 
The Cabinet discussed the 
recruitment policy of the 
state government and di-
rected the P&AR depart-
ment to frame a policy to 
conduct combined recruit-
ment of grade-C and grade-
D posts in all the depart-
ments simultaneously and 
‘submit to the cabinet for 
decision.’ 

Further, the update stat-
ed, the P&AR department 
was directed to “re-iterate its 
earlier order” that appoint-
ment of grade-D posts in the 
districts would have to be 
filled by indigenous inhab-
itant of the districts only. All 
the departments should be 
directed to review all such 
cases of appointment and 
consolidate the proposal 
by the P&AR department, it 
was informed. They are to 
submit it to the cabinet for 
decision, the DIPR update 
informed.
Indigenous Inhabitant 
Certificate 
Further, the cabinet dis-
cussed the issue of Indig-
enous Inhabitant Certificate 
in Nagaland. It has directed 
the Home department to 
issue a clarification imme-
diately on the orders issued 
by the additional deputy 
commissioner of Dimapur, 
‘which should be in line 
with the notification issued 
vide no. AR-08/08/76 dated 
28-04-1977 clearly defining 
the criteria to qualify as an 
indigenous inhabitant of the 
state of Nagaland.’

The Home department 
was directed to submit a 
proposal to the cabinet on 
the issue of Inner Line Per-
mit (ILP) ‘streamlining for 
decision,’ according to the 
DIPR.

Other matters that the 
updates informed about 

included the cabinet dis-
cussing and approving the 
Nagaland Water Policy of 
2016; ex-gratia payment to 
the next of kin of central 
armed police forces, army 
personnel, the Assam Rifles, 
and the Nagaland police 
who suffer fatal, or non-fatal 
casualties during counter-
insurgency operations.

‘The cabinet discussed 
and approved for enhance-
ment of ex-gratia payment 
to the next of kin of central 
armed police forces / army 
personnel / Assam Rifles / 
Nagaland Police who suffer 
fatal and non-fatal casualties 
during counter insurgency 
operations, as proposed by 
the Home department,’ the 
DIPR update stated.

The cabinet also re-
viewed the matter of grant-
ing incentives to govern-
ment employees who have 
acquired higher qualifica-
tion by availing study leave, 
it was informed. The cabinet 
discussed and gave approval 
to exempt medical doc-
tors, in partial modifica-
tion of a P&AR department 
memorandum dated June 
17 2014 and to ‘restore grant 
of incentives to the medical 
doctors for acquiring higher 
qualification.’

The department was 
asked to examine the issue 
of grant of study leave for 
specialisation and bring the 
matter before the cabinet, 
the updates added.

HC declares animals to be 'legal persons' 

BJP morcha demands separate tribal affairs dept. 

Nainital, July 4 (PTI): In a unique ruling, the 
Uttarakhand High Court today accorded the 
status of "legal person or entity" to animals 
in the state, saying "they have a distinct per-
sona with corresponding rights, duties and 
liabilities of a living person." 

A division bench of justices Rajiv Sharma 
and Lokpal Singh bestowed the unique status 
on animal kingdom while issuing a series of 
directions to prevent cruelty against animals.

‘...to protect and promote greater wel-
fare of animals including avian and aquatic, 
animals are required to be conferred with 
the status of legal entity/ legal person,’ the 
bench said. 

The entire animal kingdom, including 
avian and aquatic ones, are declared as legal 
entities having a distinct persona with cor-
responding rights, duties and liabilities of a 
living person. All the citizens throughout the 
state of Uttarakhand are hereby declared per-
sons in loco parentis as the human face for 
the welfare/protection of animals, it added.

The court also declared all Uttarakhand 
natives the guardians of animals and en-
dowed them with the duty to ensure their 
welfare and protection.

In common law jurisprudence, there are 
two types of persons - natural persons or hu-
man beings and artificial person, which are 
also known as juristic persons, juridical entity 
or a legal person other than a natural person.

Legal or juristic persons are created by 
law and recognized as a legal entity, having 
distinct identity, legal personality and be-
sides duties and rights. They include private 
business firm or entity, non-governmental or 
government organisations, trusts and socie-
ties, besides others. 

The division bench also gave directions 
ranging from the amount of load allowed to 
be pulled by various animals in accordance 
with the kind of carriage being pulled to the 
amount of riders per carriage.

Further banning the use of spike or other 
sharp tackle or equipment on the animal, 
the court also directed the state government 
to ensure that if temperature exceeds 37 C 
or drops below 5 C, no person be permitted 
to keep in harness any animal used for the 
purpose of drawing vehicles.

The court also went into the aspect of 
animal safety, highlighting the need for fluo-
rescent reflectors in carriages and animals, 
certificates of unladen weight of vehicles, 
compulsory shelter of suitable size for hors-
es, bullocks and stray cattle and a direction 
to the veterinary doctors of Uttarakhand to 
treat any stray animals brought to them or 
by visiting them. 

The court said as the carts driven by ani-
mals have no mechanical devices, animal-
drawn carriages have to be given Right of 
Way over other vehicles.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): Ob-
serving that tribal funds were 
often implemented improp-
erly as they were  handled by 
several departments, the Na-
galand unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Scheduled 
Tribe Morcha has sought the 
assistance of the state's chief 
minister  to create a separate 
department for tribal affairs.

The BJP's ST morcha  
conveyed this to the chief 
minister during a closed 
door meeting in his official 
residence on July 4, it was 
informed. 

Stating this in a press 
release, the morcha's presi-
dent, Vineizo Trürho, said 
that the delegation had ap-
prised him on the need to 
create a separate depart-
ment for tribal affairs as 
tribal funds were 'often im-
plemented improperly as it 
is handled by several depart-
ments.' 

The press release stated 
that Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio has assured to discuss 
with the stakeholders and 
take steps accordingly. The 
chief minister has also ad-

vised the delegation to work 
hard for the success of the 
National Democratic Alli-
ance  in the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha elections in 2019. 

Rio appreciated the na-
tional policy of demoneti-
sation and the GST, which 
according to him, were good 
for the country in the long 
run. 

"The people of this 
country do not realise the 
benefit of this policy as it 
does not yield short term 
benefits," the release quoted 
the chief minister.

Teachers suspend hunger strike, 
agreement with govt. not yet 
Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The 
agitating ad hoc teachers 
have suspended their hun-
ger strike, but any ‘agree-
ment’ in regard to their de-
mand for regularisation of 
their service, has yet to be. 
The 2015 batch of the All 
Nagaland Ad-hoc Teacher's 
Group (ANATG) issued a 
press release on Wednesday 
informing about the devel-
opment. 

The group asserted that 
it had considered what it 
claimed to be “sympathetic  
concerns”  from  various oth-
er groups based on which 
the agitators had resolved  
to  temporarily  suspend  the  
indefinite hunger strike and  
“all  other  democratic  acts  
of  resentment” from July 1 
until further  notice.  

T h e  h a n d o u t  f r o m 
the group stated: ‘The  
ANATG-2018 batch on 30th 
June by  considering  sym-
pathetic  concerns  from  
the  All Nagaland  School 
Teachers’  Association (An-
sta), the  Naga  Students’ 
Federation, and  the  Eastern 
Naga  Students’ Federation, 
has resolved  to  temporar-
ily  suspend  the  indefinite  
hunger  strike and  all  other  
democratic  acts  of  resent-
ment  from 01-07-2018 until  
further  notice.  It  is  also  to  
be  noted  that  a  final  agree-
ment  is  yet  to  be  finalized  
with  the  government/de-
partment  along  with  the  
Ansta/NSF/ENSF  and  the 
ANATG-2015  batch likely  on  
5th  June  2018 (sic).’

The group stated that it 
had launched its indefinite 
hunger from June 29 and was 
to pursue it further. However, 
owing to the  appeal by stu-
dents and teachers’ groups, 
the agitators ‘acknowledged 
the kind  concerns  and  ges-
tures’  temporarily  suspend-
ed the strike. 

The press release men-
tioned that according to the 
“official legal statement” 
made by K Sema, senior 

additional  advocate  gen-
eral, ‘the  regularization  of  
ANATG-2015  batch cannot  
be  processed  till  any  of  
the  two legal  options  are  
being  enforced  i.e., till writ 
petition no. 145 (k) / 2017  
is  disposed  off or till  any 
order is  passed  by the court 
modifying the interim order 
dated 28-07-2017   favouring 
the ANATG-2015  batch.’

In  view  of  the  afore-
mentioned  legal  options  
‘from the government,’ the  
irregular teachers of said 
batch  “was  compelled  to opt  
for  the  second legal  option 
i.e., urging the government /  
department to immediately  
file  the Interlocutory  Ap-
plication before  the  court to  
avail  any  order  that modifies 
the interim order dated 28-
07-2017 which favours  the  
ANATG-2015  batch, and  re-
dress  our  genuine aggrieved 
matter at  the  earliest.’ 

The group also sought to 
clarify  that ‘it was only due 
to the recruitment policy 
of the  government of  Na-
galand  that the  present  
aggrieved  grade-III  ad hoc  
teachers had  to  occupy  the  
vacant  state  sanctioned  
post on ad hoc basis.’ 

“Had the government  
conducted recruitment test 
before the  appointment, 
the present aggrieved teach-
ers could  had  followed the  
recruitment  policy in order  
to  occupy  the  sanctioned  
post on  regular  basis,” the 
press release claimed. 

“But  the   present ag-
grieved  grade-III  teachers 
had  to  complete a mini-
mum of  three years  of  serv-
ice  and  appear  the  suit-
ability  test of  which  all the  
present 1166 grade-III  ad 
hoc  teachers  have  success-
fully  cleared  the  depart-
mental suitability test, spot 
verification  of  documents  
(sic) on 20th May 2017, with  
all other  necessary clear-
ances  from  the  esteemed  
P&AR  department.”

Delhi govt. vs Lieutenant General issue

Greenspot
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A green vendor sells vegetables in Dimapur. The summer has brought to sprout some of Nagaland’s favourite 
greens including herbs that are popular additions to the ‘Chatuny’ (Hindi for dry spice sauce), and side dishes. 

New Delhi, July 4 (PTI): The real 
power and "substantive" account-
ability in democratic system of 
governance 'vests with the elect-
ed representatives' and not the 
Lieutenant Governor, Justice D Y 
Chandrachud said today.

"The LG must bear in mind 
that it is not he, but the council 
of ministers which takes substan-
tive decisions and even when he 
invokes the proviso, the LG has to 
abide by the decision of the Presi-
dent," Justice Chandrachud said 
in a separate but concurring ver-
dict on the power tussle between 
the LG and the Delhi government.

The Supreme Court judge, 
who wrote a 175-page order, said 
the Lieutenant Governor shall 
act on the aid and advise of the 
Council of Ministers headed by 

the Chief Minister.
The five-judge bench led by 

Chief Justice Dipak Misra laid 
down broad parameters for gov-
ernance of the national capital, 
which has witnessed a bitter 
power tussle between the Centre 
and Delhi government since the 
Aam Aadmi Party came to power 
in 2014. 

Justice Chandrachud said that 
under the Transaction of Business 
of the Government of NCT of 
Delhi Rules, 1993, the LG must be 
kept duly apprised on all matters 
pertaining to the administration 
of affairs of the NCT and the Rules 
indicate the duty of the Council of 
Ministers to inform the Lieuten-

ant Governor right from the stage 
of a proposal before it.

He held that the provisions of 
Article 239 AA(4) must be operat-
ed and applied in a manner which 
facilitates and does not "obstruct" 
the governance in Delhi.

"While the provisions con-
tained in the Transaction of Busi-
ness Rules require a scrupulous 
observance of the duty imposed 
on the Council of Ministers to 
inform the Lieutenant Governor 
on all matters relating to the ad-
ministration of the NCT, neither 
the provisions of Article 239AA, 
nor the provisions of the Act and 
Rules require the concurrence 
of the Lieutenant Governor to a 

decision which has been taken by 
the Council of Ministers," he said.

Justice Chandrachud said that 
the proviso to Article 239AA(4) 
must be operated and applied in a 
manner which facilitates and does 
not obstruct the governance of the 
National Capital Territory.

"If the expression 'any matter' 
were to be construed as 'every 
matter' or every trifling matter 
that would result in bringing to 
a standstill the administration 
of the affairs of the NCT. Every 
conceivable difference would 
be referred to the President. The 
elected representatives would be 
reduced to a cipher. The union 
government would govern the 

day- to-day affairs," he said.
The judge said that in dis-

charging his constitutional role, 
the LG has to be conscious of the 
fact that the Council of Ministers 
which tenders aid and advice is 
elected to serve the people and 
represents both the aspirations 
and responsibilities of democracy.

Justice Chandrachud also 
clarified that in case of difference 
of opinion between the Lieuten-
ant Governor and the council of 
ministers, "the Lieutenant Gover-
nor must, by a process of dialogue 
and discussion, seek to resolve 
any difference of opinion with a 
Minister and if it is not possible 
to have it so resolved to attempt it 

through the Council of Ministers. 
"A reference to the President 

is contemplated by the Rules 
only when the above modalities 
fail to yield a solution, when the 
matter may be escalated to the 
President." 

Justice Chandrachud also 
referred to the findings of the S 
Balakrishnan Committee found-
ed in 1989 for making recom-
mendations on the reorganization 
of structure for the governance of 
Delhi. Balakrishnan was an advi-
sor in Ministry of Home Affairs. 

The judge noted that the 
committee had opined that "the 
national capital belongs to the 
nation as a whole" and hence a 
demand for full statehood could 
not be entertained.

(Related story in page-8)
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DLCC to intensify check 
on sale of tobacco 

Ansta to host teachers’ conference

Kyong cultural society opens unit 
offices in Wokha and Longsa

NSRLM hosts livelihood 
programme for districts

Measles-Rubella vaccination campaign; districts task force meet

Revenue dept. to set up GST 
assistance booths in Dimapur

BJP president instates new state team

Dimapur GBs mourn death

NSLSA to set up Lok Adalat on July 14

Tovihoto, orgs. mourn Maya 
Bhattacharjee’s demise

Sushil Kumar Patel (seated) along with the winners of World No Tobacco Day 2018 essay writing 
competitions during the meeting in Dimapur on July 3. 

Dr. Chumben Murry inaugurating the KNCS branch office in Wokha village on June 16.

John Tsulise Sangtam with officials from different departments during the orientation programme at 
the MIS hall in Longleng.

P&AR dept. reminds departments
The P&AR department has reminded all the departments 
who are yet to furnish the information the report of all 
pending cases for condonation of overage to submit the 
same to the department latest by July 30 without fail. 
Those departments without any pending cases have been 
asked to submit ‘nil’ report.

Peren DPDB Meeting on July 6 
The monthly District Planning and Development Board of 
Peren has been scheduled on July 6 at 11 am in the deputy 
commissioner’s conference hall. All the board members 
have been requested to attend.

Peren NSSATA convenes meeting
The Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ Association 
(NSSATA) of Peren unit has convened a general meeting 
on July 6 at Jalukie town hall at 10 am. The meeting has 
been convened to deliberate on various issues including 
the recently concluded agitation and to chalk out further 
plans and strategy. Informing this in a press release, the 
unit president and general secretary have requested its 
members to submit the required documents as notified 
earlier. 

Tuensang DPDB convenes meeting
The monthly meeting of the Tuensang District Planning 
and Development Board (DPDB) has been scheduled on 
July 10 at 11 am in the deputy commissioner’s conference 
hall. All the members have been requested to attend the 
meeting without fail.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The 
chairman of the District Lev-
el Coordination Committee 
(DLCC) of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel, has informed 
that the district administra-
tion would take up steps 
to check tobacco product 
advertisements and sale of 
tobacco products near edu-
cational institutions.

Patel who is also the Di-
mapur’s deputy commis-
sioner, made the statement 

during the meeting of the 
National Tobacco Control 
Programme (NTCP) held 
in his office’s chamber on 
July 3. 

The chairman exhorted 
the students to stay away 
from tobacco products to 
protect themselves from 
tobacco related diseases. 
He stated that staying away 
from tobacco could help 
them to save more money 
for their future. In the age of 

competition, youth cannot 
remain complacent if they 
want to be successful, he 
added.

Deputy Chief Medical 
Officer Antoly Swu in his ad-
dress stressed on addition of 
more members to the DLCC 
and district task force. 

During the meeting, 
winners of World No Tobac-
co Day 2018 essay writing 
competition were awarded 
with prizes and certificates.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): All 
Nagaland State Teachers’ 
Association (Ansta) has an-
nounced to organise three-
day conference in the 1st 
week of November 2018 
to be hosted by the central 
team. 

The association is ex-
pecting 30 to 50 delegates 
from each district units. 
The association president, 

Ponchulo Wanth, and the 
general secretary, Visato 
Koso, stated that the three-
day conference would 
have different sessions on 
business, sports, entertain-
ments, election of new office 
bearers.

In view of the forthcom-
ing conference, the asso-
ciation in its executive emer-
gency meeting on June 21, 

has decided to collect INR 
400 per head as conference 
fee from all the bonafide 
members. 

The association has 
directed all the federating 
units and sub-units offi-
cials to collect the same 
and submit to the central 
office along with the list of 
the names of teachers at the 
earliest.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): With an aim 
to further research works, preserve 
and promote the rich Lotha Naga 
culture and tradition, the Kyong 
Naga Cultural Society (KNCS) with 
its headquarter in Kohima has in-
augurated unit offices in Wokha and 
Longsa villages on June 16.

The unit office in Wokha village 
was inaugurated by MLA Dr. Chum-
ben Murry, while the unit office in 
Longsa village was inaugurated by 
SDO of PWD (R&B)S Emmanuel 
Ezung.

Speaking on the occasion in 
Wokha village, Dr. Chumben Murry, 
spoke on the importance of promot-
ing tourism through its rich culture 
and tradition. In promoting the rich 
culture and tradition, Dr. Chumben 
urged the congregation to be wise 
in choosing only the good ones and 
leave the redundant ones. 

Pastor of Wokha Village Baptist 
Church, O Thungben Kikon, invoked 
divine favour upon the newly elected 
office bearers of KNCS, Wokha vil-
lage unit. 

Folk song was presented by 
Chonben Tungoe & friends, while 
greetings were delivered by Yan-
phamo Tungoe, chairman of Wokha 

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The Nagaland State 
Rural Livelihood Mission, Longleng Dis-
trict conducted a district level orientation 
programme on livelihoods at the MIS Hall, 
DRDA on July 3.

Deputy Commissioner of Longleng John 
Tsulise Sangtam encouraged the staff and 
community to be responsible and be willing 
to accept the improved practises both under 
agriculture and livestock practices. He also 
said to have assured to extend necessary 
support to the mission for the successful 
implementation of the programme. A press 
release received here on Wednesday from 
the mission stated. 

National Resource Person Lutfur Rah-
man, highlighted the objectives and key 
areas to focus on livelihoods perspective. 

The district functional specialist Simon 
Phom and Lemjan Phom presented the live-
lihood activities plan to be implemented for 

the FY 2018-19 under Longleng and Tamlu 
block. 

The program was attended by officials 
from the department of Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary services, Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra, DRDA and village key stake-
holders.

 The same programme was also con-
ducted on June 30 at Tourist Lodge in 
Dimapur by the Nagaland State Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (NSRLM), department of Ru-
ral Development Agency (DRDA) Dimapur.

According to a DIPR report on Wednes-
day, the project director of DRDA, Atokhe 
Aye, spoke on the importance of the mission 
and also about Mahila Kisan Sashakthikaran 
Pariyojana which is about to impact a lot on 
the lives of farm based activities for the self 
help groups under NSRLM. He also encour-
aged the community service providers to 
work sincerely.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The district 
task force for Measles-Rubella vacci-
nation campaign meeting was held 
with the stakeholders in the deputy 
commissioner’s conference hall in 
Kohima on July 4.

According to an update from 
SIPR, Deputy Commissioner Rajesh 
Soundararajan who is also the chair-
man of the district task force for 
Immunization, Kohima called upon 
all the line departments, schools / 
institutions, stakeholders and other 
organisations to extend their full 
cooperation and support in their 
respective areas, for the successful 
implementation of the campaign in 
the district and state as a whole. He 
also requested the line departments 
to extend cooperation and support 
during the head counting survey 
of the children to achieve realistic 
target in the campaign. 

The chairman also noted that 
duplication of data in regard to 
double enrolment of children par-
ticularly in schools, angawadi cen-
tres etc. has to be checked while 
conducting the survey.

District programme officer RCH 

/ VIP, Dr. Rupert Peseyie highlighted 
about the campaign to be carried 
out on October 3. He said that the 
campaign has been introduced in 
India along with the rest of the coun-
try to eliminate Measles and control 
Rubella in the country.

Stating that children holds one 
third of the population in Nagaland 
as per the 2015 census, Dr. Peseyie 
said that 7 lakh children has to 
be vaccinated during the cam-
paign across the state where 90,000 
children have to be vaccinated in 
Kohima district. He informed that 
children from the age group of 9 
months to 15 years are required to 
receive the vaccine, an additional 
dose, which is safe and effective 
vaccine besides the other vaccina-
tion routine. 

Measles is a contagious viral 
infection which is serious for small 
children and Rubella is a mild conta-
gious viral infection where both the 
diseases can be easily prevented by 
vaccine, he said.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Ritu 
Thurr said the Government of India 
is dedicated to eliminate Measles-

Rubella by 2020, he therefore sought 
support from the citizens.

Dr. Seema Singh Koshal, RRT-
Who informed that 20 states have 
completed the campaign success-
fully across the country and hoped 
that the campaign would be suc-
cessfully implemented in Nagaland. 
She said that the duration of the 
campaign in the state will be for five 
weeks where first two week will be 
in the schools and institutions while 
third and fourth week will be in the 
community facility centres and fifth 
will be for the missed out children.

She pointed out that there are 
four main pillars for the successful 
implementation of the campaign, 
which includes micro planning, 
awareness, training and supportive 
supervision where every individual 
has an important role. 

Dr. Seema said that schools 
play an important role in this cam-
paign where 80% of the children will 
be vaccinated in school and 20% 
from the community, she therefore 
stressed on the importance to create 
awareness about the vaccination to 
the people for successful implemen-

tation of the campaign.
Also, the project officer- UNDP, 

Rajesh Khastu Monsang highlighted 
the role of United Nation Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) and the 
status of vaccine store in Kohima 
district for the campaign.

Also, the Tuensang district task 
force on immunization meeting for 
Measles-Rubella campaign was held 
on July 4.

During the meeting, Deputy 
Commissioner Tuensang L Jamith-
ung Lotha said that measles is not 
new to the people and it is an infec-
tious disease that kills many infants 
and young children. He asked all 
concerned to create awareness 
among the general public. 

Dr. Tungchanpeni, DPO (RCH-
UIP) highlighted about the aim of 
the campaign. She urged the depart-
ments, churches, education institu-
tions and parents to extend support 
for successful implementation of 
the campaign.

Deputy CMO Dr. Temsu Long-
char and VPD surveillance from 
Who - India, Dr. Arun Kumar also 
spoke in the meeting. 

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): As a 
part of the GST week observa-
tion and on successful imple-
mentation of GST for one year 
on July 1, the department of 
Revenue Office of the Commis-
sioner, Goods and Services Tax, 
Dimapur will be setting up spe-
cial GST assistance booths on 
Friday, July 6 from 10:30 am to 4 
pm at City Tower area, Circular 

Road, Millennium Market, GS 
Road in Dimapur. 

Assistant commissioner of 
CGST, Dimapur has requested 
general public to avail the op-
portunity in getting acquainted 
with various GST related issues. 
It also informed that hands-on 
assistance pertaining to new 
registration and return filing 
will be given.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) of Nagaland president, 
Temjen Imna Along has instated a new 
state team as office bearers on July 3 in 
compliance with the centre BJP direc-
tives.

The new team members are Hurui 
Zeliang from Dimapur, Dr. Sukhato 
A Sema from Zunheboto, Yanthungo 
Kikon from Wokha, C Kawang Konyak 
from Mon, and L Thsangse Sangtam 
from Tuensang as vice presidents; K 
James Vizo from Dimapur as general 
secretary;  Ananta Narayan Mishra from 
Kohima as secretary organisation; N 
Khongwang Konyak from Mon, Khiu-

bangdibo Chewang from Peren, Khe-
vishe Sema from Zunheboto, Pithrongse 
Sangtam from Kiphere, Nyimathung 
Odyuo from Wokha, and Atila Phom 
from Longleng as secretaries;  Mahesh 
Kotecha from Dimapur as treasurer; and 
Lanuakum O from Mokokchung and B 
Peniang from Noklak, Hukaito Zhimomi 
from Dimapur and Zaveyi Kezo from 
Phek as spokespersons.

While congratulating the new team 
members, the party has expressed hope 
on the new team that they will diligently 
work for the welfare of the state and the 
party in particular, the press release from 
the BJP media cell stated.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN):  GBs’ 
Union Dimapur (GBUD) has 
mourned the demise of S Yevu-
to Kiba, who had served the 
union in the early part of its 
formation. 

In a condolence message, 
the union said Kiba as one of 
the oldest GB, a humble man 
with integrity and who lived 
his life on the principle of non-

violence in solving issues. The 
union president, MY Ngullie 
also stated that S Yevuto Kiba 
had contributed immensely 
for the uplift of GB members as 
well as Naga society.

It has further conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved family 
members and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in eternal 
peace. 

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): Na-
galand State Legal Services 
Authority (NSLSA) has in-
formed that it will be set-
ting up Lok Adalat (people’s 
court) in all the district court 
premises on July 14. Public 
are asked to settle their dis-
putes / cases.

The nodal officer for 
National Lok Adalat, Nung-
sang C Jamir has informed 
that the Lok Adalat will be 
held all over the State as 
part of the National Lok 
Adalat which will be ob-
served throughout the na-
tion. NALSA and district 
legal services authorities 
are setting up preparatory 
arrangements for conduct-
ing the National Lok Adalat 
state-wide.

For any emergency, citi-
zens may contact the office 

of the NSLAS located at DC 
office Compound in Ko-
hima. 

The types of  cases 
which can be taken up for 
settlement  are Labour dis-
putes cases; electricity and 
water bills (excluding non-
compoundable), Others 
(criminal compoundable, 
matrimonial and other civil 
disputes), criminal com-
poundable offence; NI Act 
cases under Section 138; 
bank recovery cases; MACT 
cases; labour disputes cas-
es; electricity and water 
bills (excluding non-com-
poundable); matrimonial 
disputes; land acquisition 
cases; service matters relat-
ing to pay and allowances 
and retiral benefits; rev-
enue cases (pending in dis-
trict courts and high courts 

only); other civil cases (rent, 
easmentary rights, injunc-
tion suits, specific perform-
ance suits) etc. 

Citizens are informed 
that for listing matters in the 
National Lok Adalat on July 
14 which are pending in the 
high courts / district courts 
(other than at the Supreme 
Court of India) whether at 
pre-litigation stage or pend-
ing, the individual / counsel 
(lawyer) may send his / her 
consent (or) contact  the 
member secretary NSLSA 
(or) approach the secretary/
chairman of your district le-
gal services authority which 
are attached to the district 
court building in every dis-
tricts or the concerned court 
immediately for referring 
the case to the National Lok 
Adalat. Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): Advisor of power and chairman 

DPDB, Dimapur, H Tovihoto Ayemi has mourned the de-
mise of Maya Bhattacharjee, chairman of MB foundation 
and sponsors of Manik Bhattacharjee award to HSLC and 
HSSLC under NBSE.

In a condolence message, Tovihoto lamented that in her 
death, the people have lost a wonderful being, gentle soul 
and a woman of distinguished humanity. He has further 
conveyed condolence to the bereaved family members and 
that the Almighty God would grant comfort and strength to 
tide over the loss. He has prayed that God might rest her soul 
in eternal peace.

Dimapur Sumi Council: Dimapur Sumi Council, while 
mourning the demise of Maya Bhattacharjee, described her 
as a motherly figure whose death is not only a loss for the 
family but also the people of Dimapur cutting across caste, 
creed and religion. 

The council, in a condolence message issued by its chair-
man, Kuhoi Zhimo, has sympathised with the bereaved fam-
ily members prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur Bongs: Dimapur Bongs, while mourning 
the demise of Maya Bhattacharjee, has condolence to the 
bereaved family members and prayed to the Almighty God 
to grant them strength to overcome the loss. It has further 
prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

Seva Bharati Nagabhoomi: Seva Bharati Nagabhoomi 
has expressed pain at the loss of Maya Bhattacharjee. The or-
ganisation treasurer, Ashok Kr Jain has conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family members and prayed to the Almighty 
to grant them strength to overcome the loss.

Muslim Council: The Muslim Council is shocked at the 
demise of Maya Battacharjee , chairperson of Manik Bat-
tacharjee Foundation on Julu 4 at Gauhati.

The council said Maya was the wife of social activist 
Manik Bhatt and mother of Monoj Batt, principal of Pranab 
Vidhyapith Higher Secondary School in Dimapur.

The council extended heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family members and prayed eternal peace for the 
departed soul.

village council, Nchumbemo Erui, 
president KNCS Wokha village unit, 
and Echungthung Murry, president 
of Wokha village students’ union,.

In Longsa village, S Emmanuel 
Ezung, spoke on the importance of 
traditional attires, a must to wear 
for their identity. He suggested on 
the importance of wearing different 

attires at different occasions. Cat-
echist of St. Peter’s Church, Longsa 
village, T Timothy Ezung, invoked 
God’s blessings and favour upon 
the newly elected office bearers of 
KNCS, Longsa village unit. 

This was stated in a press release 
issued by Zubemo Kithan, president 
of KNCS, Okying Kohima.

The newly appointed Director General of Police Nagaland, TJ Longkumer, 
called on the Governor PB Acharya on July 4 at the Raj Bhavan in 
Kohima. The Governor congratulated Longkumer on his appointment 
and wished him the best in his new assignment.   

Hellows
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Kehovi Yepthomi and secretary for Tourism T Mhabemo Yanthan along with officials at the Wokha Lodge. 

The director of Mewar University GS Vohra, at head of table,  during the press conference at Dimapur 
on Wed. July 4.

Brig. Gurjap Singh, commandant of ARTC & S, awarding medals to recruits during the attestation parade.
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I Athuba Lusang, centre,  handing out beekeeping tool kits to a beneficiary at the MDTC in Kuda village, 
Nagarjan, on July 4. 

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Publ ic 
Rights Awareness and 
Action Forum (NPRAAF) 
today appealed Social 
Welfare Department to 
strictly implement all the 
flagship programme under 
Wheat Based Nutrition 
Programme (WBNP) and 
National Food Security Act 
( NFSA ). 

The NPRAAF informa-
tion and Publicity cell, in 
a press release received at 
Eastern Mirror here today, 
strongly appealed the So-
cial Welfare Department 
to strictly implement “all 
the flagship programme 
under wheat Based Nutri-
tion Programme (WBNP) 
and National Food Security 
Act ( NFSA ) at the subsi-
dized price not exceeding 
Rs 2  per Kg, for wheat, 
and Rupees 1/- per kg for 
coarse grains and Rice for 
Rupees 3”.  

NPRAAF will  submit 
a memorandum to social 
welfare Department in 
relation to improvement 

in dispensation of ICDS/ 
programme at the larger 
interest of the state and the 
targeted beneficiaries, the 
release stated. 

“Since Nagas do not 
consume Wheat the Govt. 
of India has converted 
wheat into rice over and 
above its share of rice. In 
view of it there should be 
sufficient Rice to distribute 
to the targeted beneficiar-
ies,” the NPRAAF stated.

In this regard, the fo-
rum stated that the Gov-
ernment of India, Under 
Women and Child Devel-
opment has also further 
enhanced the quantity of 
Rice to the state from 4061 
Metric Ton (MTs) to 5000 
+5000 (converted from 
wheat) MTs of Rice  just in 
one quarter of four quar-
ter allocation annually to 
Nagaland according to 
the letter issued by Min-
istry of Women and Child 
Development to various 
States, under the signature 
of Manoj Kumar Under 
Secretary Govt. of India, 

Dated 5th April 2018. 
  “Therefore the Govt. 

of Nagaland Should be in 
a position to distribute the 
food adequately,” stated 
the release. 

While calling for strict 
implementation of all 
schemes Under ICDS ad-
hering to the government  
of India guidelines, the 
NPRAAF reminded the 
department concerned of  
“Hon’ble supreme court 
judgement in 2011 9 SSC 
340” that ruled “the sup-
plier is required to provide 
fine mix of all kinds of in-
gredients including the re-
vised of proteins and calo-
ries, to the precise level, in 
fact, the level of precision 
is earmarked for each kind 
of food. 

“The concept behind 
the same cannot be per-
mitted to be demonized 
by referring to it as food 
prepared by “automated 
machines” the procedure 
adopted is necessary to 
ensure that there is “zero 
infection” in the food going 

to be consumed by infants, 
from age group of 6 months 
to 3 years and pregnant 
and lactating mothers”, 
stated the release. 

It also stated that the 
“The Govt of India, vide 
letter No. 5(25)2010-tech, 
dated 15.03.2012, commu-
nicated to state Govt that, 
safety standards should be 
strictly followed while pro-
viding Supplementary Nu-
trition Programme (SNP) 
and that it is necessary to 
take adequate precaution 
and ensure that any food 
supplied through the ICDS 
system is safe and nutri-
tious. It also emphasized it 
is necessary to be vigilant 
and anyone violating food 
safety and standards are 
booked and taken to task 
promptly”. 

In the light of the need 
for procurement of supple-
mentary nutrition food for 
health safety of lactating 
mother and infant child 
and in accordance with the 
guidelines of Government 
of India and Judgement of 

Apex court, the ministry of 
women and child devel-
opment issued direction 
to all state government 
that only “bonafide manu-
facturer”, who fulfils the 
norms and standard laid 
down in the policy of govt. 
of India dated 24.02.2009. 
can be considered for the 
supply of micro-nutrient 
fortified food.

“However, the Depart-
ment has not followed the 
supreme court direction 
nor adhered to Govt of 
India Guidelines in award-
ing the contracts, which 
will invite persecution un-
der the law,” the NPRAAF 
stated. 

“ T h e  D e p a r t m e n t 
should not take the matter 
lightly but take action con-
sidering that, more than 
the supreme court ruling its 
about humanity, and must 
work towards fulfilling the 
objective of the Govt. of 
India in fight against mal-
nourished mother and an 
infant child,” the release 
further stated. 

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): Adviser 
for Tourism, Khehovi Yepthomi 
visited and inspected various work 
projects under Swadesh Dharshan 
in Wokha District and Doyang. 

The advisor was accompa-
nied by Secretary for Tourism, T 
Mhabemo Yanthan along with 
officals from the engineering wing 
of the Directorate of Tourism, in-

formed a news bulletin from the 
DIPR. 

The advisor and the officials 
visited Pangti Village “to inspect 
the ongoing work as this year 
also the state will host the amur 
falcons, a migratory bird that 
comes in millions all the way from 
Siberia to roost and rejuvenate in 
that area”. 

They also visited the develop-
mental works under ‘Tourism at 
Doyang’; the works on log huts, 
cafeteria, water sport area and oth-
er recreational activities are going 
on, in order to cater the inflow of 
tourist in the district especially in 
the month of October, November 
and December to watch the Amur 
Falcons, stated the release. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, July 4 (EMN): 
“Good governance can 
help secure human well 
being and sustainable 
development while poor 
governance could erode 
individual capabilities as 
well as institutional and 
community capacities to 
meet sustenance needs,” 
said Dr. Hovithal N Sothu, 
deputy director (training) 
ATI at a one-day sensitiza-
tion programme on Right 
to Information Act. 

Dr. Hovithal N Sothu, 
while speaking at the pro-
gramme, said the concept 
of RTI is for formulation 
and implementation of 
policies and programmes 
that are equitable, trans-
parent, non-discrimina-
tory, socially sensitive, par-
ticipatory and above all 
accountable to the people 
at large.

The sensitization pro-
gramme was organised by 

the directorate of school 
education for its joint di-
rectors, deputy directors, 
assistant directors PIOs, 
APIOs, superintendent 
and assistant superintend-
ent officers at its confer-
ence hall on July 4. 

Outlining the impera-
tive role of RTI towards 
good governance, which is 
crucial for achieving plan 
targets, Sothu said people’s 
participation at all stages 
of planning, implementa-
tion and monitoring is 
a pre-requisite of good 
governance.

While policy and pro-
cedural reforms will be 
effective only when people 
know that such changes 
have been made, he main-
tained that in this way, the 
task of development ad-
ministration will become 
easier if steps are taken to 
make information avail-
able as a matter of right to 
the citizens.

RTI, he explained is a 
part of fundamental rights 
under Article 19 (1) of the 
Constitution which gives 
the right to freedom of 
speech and expression to 
every citizen that estab-
lishes a process for access-
ing information held by 
public authorities while 
also it Provides a grievance 
redressal mechanism for 
citizens who have been 
denied information in an 
unreasonable manner.

Sothu said the objec-
tive of the RTI is to create a 
practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to 
secure transparency and 
accountability of public 
authorities and to create a 
statutory right to informa-
tion in every citizen.

A good Right to Infor-
mation Act, Sothu pointed 
should have Duty to Dis-
close (DTD) (suo motu); 
Duty to Publish (DTP) (suo 
motu) and Duty to Furnish 

(DTF) (on request). 
The specialty of the RTI 

Act, Sothu said RTI Act is 
the only Indian Act which 
do not have immunity for 
PM or President,  does 
not respect any hierarchy 
where government imple-
ments and citizen super-
vise the implementation 
and government is not the 
master of the public but 
servant of the people.

He also explained in 
detail the historical per-
spective of RTI Act, status 
of RTI laws in the world 
and India, chronology of 
FoI laws, judicial judge-
ments and the technical 
aspects of the Act.

 He further informed 
that within 100 days of 
the Act which came into 
force on June 15, 2005, 
Nagaland government 
has appointed all admin-
istrative heads, heads of 
departments and heads 
of office as Public Infor-

mation Officers (PIOs) on 
October 6, 2005.

Sothu also explained 
in detail on how to handle 
RTI application and the 
roles, responsibilities and 
functions of the PIOs and 
APIOs and the penalty as-
sociated with the Act.

Principal Director, Smi-
ta Sarangi in her keynote 
address pointed out that 
RTI being a fundamental 
right of the citizens, no of-
ficer can deny the citizen 
in providing information. 
Therefore, she said it is im-
portant for the education 
officers to acquaint them-
selves with the knowledge 
and act accordingly when 
situation arise.

While urging the offic-
ers to broaden their scope 
and perspective, Sarangi 
expressed hope that 
through this programme, 
a first of its kind would 
benefit the department 
officers.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): Tu-
ensang District Health Soci-
ety (DHS) has conducted a 
workshop on measles and 
rubella elimination cam-
paign on July 4 in the chief 
medical officer’s conference 
hall. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Thungchanpeni, 
DIO, DPO (RCH-UIP), has 
highlighted on the impor-
tance of the upcoming events 
in the district. She informed 
that Measles Rubella Vac-
cination Campaign (MRVC) 
campaign would introduced 
in the month of October. 

She further requested 
the participants to take cam-
paign seriously in achieving 
100% results by targeting 
children from nine months 
to 15 years old in the district. 

Resource persons of 
the workshop included Dr. 
Danish Suhail from World 
Health Organisation; Dr. 
Mukamchem Yim, MO 
(MHT); Hosea, coordinator 
of RBSK; and Taliwala VCCM 
(UNDP). 

PB Acharya, at head of table, interacting with Nagaland University officials at Merima on Wed. July 4.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): 
Nagaland Governor PB 
Acharya today under-
scored the importance of 
education in the society 
and urged the Naga schol-
ars not to be ‘self-centred 
but give back to the soci-
ety’ while speaking with 
scholars of Nagaland Uni-
versity at Merima campus 
on July 4 2018 at Kohima. 

A press release received 
here from the Raj Bhavan 
issued by the “PRO to Gov-
ernor” asserted that  edu-
cational institutions as the 
backbone of the society 
and added that the basic 
foundation of a developed 
society was education, and 
therefore added that edu-
cational institutions as the 
backbone of the society. 

In this  regard,  the 
governor opined on the 
importance of empower-
ing the young mind with 
knowledge. However,  Ach-
arya  stated that the schol-
ars should not be self cen-

tred but should give back 
to the society once they 
achieve their educational 
goals. 

The governor further 
encouraged ‘the Universi-
ties’ to inculcate their stu-
dents the thought that the 
‘ultimate goal of education 
should be to strengthen 
and develop the society’.  

While harping on the 
importance of introducing 
skill development courses 
in the University curricu-
lum, Archarya pointed out 
that jobs in the Govern-
ment sector has reached a 
saturation point. He there-
fore encouraged the Naga 
youths to take up entrepre-
neurship.

“Let us make our aca-
demics empower the stu-
dents and make them em-
ployable” he stated.   The 
Governor pointed out that 
University Grants Com-
mission (UGC)’s scheme 
titled “Introduction of Ca-
reer Oriented Courses in 

Universities and Colleges” 
aims at introducing career 
and market oriented, skill 
enhancing add-on cours-
es at undergraduate level 
which will prove beneficial 
for jobs, self-employment 
and empowerment of the 
students.

The governor asserted 
that for the progress of Na-
galand, the citizens needs 
to be strengthened and 
ever one play their role 
towards the development 
of the State. 

In this regard, the gov-
ernor mentioned about 
the different central and 
state government schemes 
and welfare programmes. 
However, he hinted that 
those schemes were not 
reaching the targeted 
group; and therefore  urged 
the university and the stu-
dent community to visit 
villages at regular intervals 
and to identify the benefi-
ciaries for central and state 
flagship programmes.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): Mewar University, 
Rajasthan has assured a special package 
for students hailing from Northeast In-
dia by keeping in tune with their motto, 
“Reach to the unreached.”

In a press release issued by the director 
of Mewar University GS Vohra informed 
of ‘a special package for students from 
Northeast India at an affordable structure 
with no hidden structure or charges to be 
implied against the students’. The students 

will be virtually studying only by paying 
their hostel fees in the university, said the 
press release. 

It must be noted here that Mewar 
University is located at Chittorgarh in 
Rajasthan. It offers more than 300 courses 
in various disciples such as Engineering, 
Paramedical, Law, Health Sciences, Ag-
riculture, Veterinary, Arts, Science, Busi-
ness Administration, Aeronautical, Fire 
Fighting, etc.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): A total 223 new 
recruits including 59 mahila were induct-
ed into the Assam Rifles in a glittering 
attestation parade held at Assam Rifles 
Training Centre and School (ARTC&S), 
Sukhovi, on July 4.

Brig. Gurjap Singh, Commandant of 
ARTC&S, reviewed the parade which was 
witnessed by a large number of audi-
ence including parents of the recruits, a 
press release issued by Lt. Col. Bhavana 
Sharma, SO-1 (Edn) said.

While addressing the recruits, the 
commandant highlighted the anteced-
ents of the Assam Rifles as the oldest 
para-military force of the country and its 
diversified role which is all encompassing 
in the present day environment, ranging 
from security to providing welfare and 
developmental assistance to the civil 
population.

Terming Northeast as a strategic area, 

he stated that its security is of paramount 
importance. 

He added that the Assam Rifles is 
playing a stellar role in this regard. He has 
complimented the commanding officers 
of training battalions and instructors for 
imparting value based training to the re-
cruits for their future as trained soldiers 
of the nation. 

The commandant also presented 
awards to the passing out recruits for 
their outstanding performance during 
training. Twinkle Chakma was awarded 
the medal for being the best all round 
recruit. Roshan Dhurve, Dimple Rana, 
Vikash Kumar and M Sunila Devi were 
awarded medals for best in firing. Shashi 
Kumar, D M Hoakip, TH Valte and Emica 
Marry Pasi were awarded the medals for 
best in drill, while Aanand Kumar, Vijay, 
Kartik R, and Sarojini Lakra were awarded 
medals for best in physical training.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): 
Considering the low in-
tensity of investment and 
high returns in bee keep-
ing, the Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission 
(KVIC) has organised a 
programme in which bee 
boxes, colonies and tool 
kits were distributed to 
potential farmers.

The distribution pro-
gramme was organised 
by the KVIC under Major 
Honey Mission at the Multi 
Disciplinary Training Cen-
tre (MDTC), Kuda village, 
Nagarjan, on July 4.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, KVIC deputy director 
I Athuba Lusang has insist-
ed focussing more on hon-
ey make known its value to 
the people in Nagaland. He 
has substantiated his argu-
ment by stating that it has 
low investment and also 
offers direct employment 
to lakhs of people espe-
cially to the “hill dwellers, 
tribal unemployed youth, 
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Promoting beekeeping for economic sustainability 

STATE/REGION

and farmers.” 
“Sustainability of this industry is 

therefore vital to the country’s economic 
wellbeing and development,” he said add-
ing that it generates not only income but 
also provides food and medicine while 
supporting agricultural activities. 

Lusang also informed that activities 
and awareness programmes would be 
conducted for the public in different areas 

of beekeeping.
It would include beekeeping in schools 

in order to spread “Sweet Kranti” (Sweet Rev-
olution), which is an initiative introduced by 
the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, which 
involves mass production of honey.

Also speaking on the occasion, Kuhovi 
Sema, principal of MDTC, has stressed 
on the importance and benefits of honey 
especially in the health sector

“People do not know 
the value of honey in Na-
galand, we need to educate 
them on its benefits,” Sema 
said adding that beekeep-
ing also uplifts people liv-
ing in rural areas.

Highlights of the pro-
grammwe included hand-
ing out of beekeeping 
accessories such as veils, 
smokers, knives and hand 
gloves to the beneficiaries. 
Altogether 40 beneficiar-
ies from Dimapur district 
would handle 10 bee hives 
and bee colonies, it was 
informed.

T h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s 
would also avail a meth-
odology for marketing the 
produce under the provi-
sion.

 It was informed that 
centralised and decen-
tralised system would be 
adopted for collection and 
marketing of honey and 
other hive products for 
which the exercise for ten-
dering process is under 
progress. 
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Manipur Pradesh Congress Committee (I) delegation with the President of India Ram Nath Kovind after sub-
mitting a memorandum to end the ongoing Manipur University crisis in New Delhi on Tuesday.

The Assam Rifles issued this image to the media on July 4 showing what was stated to be one of the shelters 
that the paramilitary forces destroyed.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1869SUD0KU 1709
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1868

ACROSS
1. Tonnage Per Annum
4. Fraud
8. Spanish river
12. An ugly evil-looking 

old woman
13. Balsam
14. Where scientists work
15. Expunctions
17. Egyptian goddess
18. Artisans
19. Spore sacs
21. Used on water or 

snow
23. Column span
26. Oriental maid
29. Tending to cure or 

restore to health
31. Pork
32. Reveals
33. Spanish soldier
34. Flowers
36. Villains
37. Drills
38. Large genus of erect or 

climbing prickly shrubs
40. Galls
42. Gasoline jelled with 

aluminum soaps
46. A competition 

involving speed
48. The academic world
50. Opaque gem
51. Plant genus
52. Swiss river
53. Thin
54. Insect repellent
55. The god of the sun in 

ancient mythology

DOWN
1. Not us
2. Spanish for “For”
3. Turkish leader title
4. Reeked
5. Native of Corsica
6. Brew
7. Liliopsid genus
8. Call forth
9. Large church
10. Run Batted In

11. Predecessor of the CIA
16. Somalian shilling
20. Resorts
22. More certain
24. Keen
25. Marxists (slang)
26. Whale ship captain
27. Spanish for “Hand”
28. Pertaining to the United 

States
30. Reverberate

32. Wooded grove 35. Only
36. A sleeveless garment
39. Former Egyptian 

president Anwar _____
41. Calcedony
43. Portuguese nurses
44. Chinese dynasty
45. Fertilizer
46. Steal
47. Military mailbox
49. Signal

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1708

President assures to resolve 
Manipur University imbroglio

NSCN (IM) camps busted in Arunachal

Organisation calls for state 
wide bandh in Manipur on July 6

Agartala airport renamed 
after Tripura’s last king

SCI arrests former deputy commissioner of Lower SubansiriKarbi students inform

NIA takes over Manipur 
arms seizure case

Former KACC executive 
member laid to rest

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 4 (EMN): Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind said 
that he will look into the on-
going Manipur University 
(MU) crisis and expressed 
his views on resolving the 
month long deadlock in the 
central University.

This was conveyed to 
a 13 members of Manipur 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (I) delegation, according 
to former Manipur Deputy 
Chief Minister and senior 
congressman Gaikhangam 
who was among the del-
egation. 

Speaking to media here 
on Wednesday after submit-
ting the memorandum to 
the President in connec-
tion with the four sensitive 
issues including the MU 
crisis, Gaikhangam said that 
President who is the visitor 
of the MU expressed his 
seriousness about the ongo-
ing university crisis when 
the delegation called on and 
apprised him of the matter.

Two Congress MPs Dr 
Th Meinya and Thangso 
Baite also attended the 
meeting with the President. 
The MPCC (I) delegation 
headed by former chief 
minister and opposition 
leader O Ibobi Singh had 
left Imphal on June 25 to 

meet Central leaders on 
four sensitive issues of Ma-
nipur including the frame-
work agreement between 
the centre and NSCN-IM, 
Manipur border issues, Citi-
zens (amendment)bill 2016 
and the Manipur University 
crisis.

The delegation during 
their 10 days sojourn in 
the national capital also 
met many central leaders 

including the Home Min-
ister Rajnath singh, AICC 
President Sonia Gandhi and 
others. They also urged the 
central leaders not create 
problems while solving an 
issue but take consent of all 
stakeholders while resolv-
ing issues.

They also urged the cen-
tral leaders to withdraw the 
Citizens (amendment) bill 
2016 in the larger interest 

of the country as its will 
directly or indirectly affect 
many people. It will cer-
tainly create more problems 
in a small state like Manipur 
where the indigenous popu-
lation resides. Gaikhangam 
said it is unfortunate that 
the state government is not 
sending any official letter 
to centre in this regard. The 
media interaction was also 
attended by many senior 

congress MLAs and MPCC 
(I) leaders.

It may be mentioned 
that Manipur University 
Students’ Union (MUSU) 
has launched an indefinite 
shutdown of the university 
since May 30, demanding 
removal of the Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Adya Prasad 
Pandey over financial and 
administrative irregulari-
ties, including unofficial 
tours and violation of the 
university Act. 

The students’ stir was 
also supported by the Ma-
nipur University Staff As-
sociation and locals resid-
ing around the university 
campus.

However VC Prof Pan-
dey in a rare media interac-
tion on June 24 said he was 
trying his best to resolve 
the crisis but he failed to 
bring an amicable solution 
till date.

On the other hand Ma-
nipur University Teach-
ers’ Association (MUTA) 
had been demanding the 
constitution of a high level 
enquiry commission im-
mediately to look into the 
allegations against Pan-
dey.They also demanded 
Pandey’s resignation in the 
“academic interest” of the 
University.

Dimapur, July 4 (EMN): 
In a series of intense op-
erations on underground 
outfits, delivering a major 
blow to NSCN (IM), joint 
team of Assam Rifles and 
Army under the aegis of 
DAO division conducted 
successful operations in 
Motongsa village resulting 
in destruction of three ma-
jor NSCN (IM) camps and 
a logistic dump said PRO 
Defence, Col C Konwer in a 
press note.

Based on specific intel-
ligence about presence of 

cadres trying to terrorise 
and attempting to extort in 
and around Motongsa vil-
lage, Jairampur battalion of 
Assam Rifles in coordina-
tion with army launched a 
massive operation in Mo-
tongsa.

 During search of the 
thickly vegetated area 
the party located and de-
stroyed three NSCN (IM) 
camps and a logistic base.  

The three camps were 
being used by the outfit 
as base of operations said 
Konwer. Destruction of 

the camp has helped al-
leviate the problem of ex-
tortion and harassment 
by the carders not only 
in Motongsa but also in 
Nampong and Miao circles 
of Changlang. 

The destruction of the 
camps come as a follow 
up to a similar operation 
conducted in Miao circle in 
March this year resulting in 
destruction of a NSCN (IM) 
hideout he said. A mas-
sive search operation is in 
progress to locate and neu-
tralise the fleeing cadres.

Itanagar, July 4 (PTI): The Special 
Investigation Cell (SCI) of Vigilance 
has arrested former Deputy Com-
missioner of Lower Subansiri, a dis-
trict official and a businessman for 
alleged irregularities in assessment 
and disbursement of compensation 
in a project, an official said today.

Kemo Lollen, during his tenure 
as deputy commissioner of Lower 
Subansiri district, is alleged to have 
been involved in gross irregularities 
in assessment and disbursement 
of compensation in the Trans-

Arunachal Highway (TAH) project, 
the official said.

Along with Lollen, a private in-
dividual Likha Maj, who is alleged 
to have been an active co-conspira-
tor along with another government 
official, Bharat Lingu, who was the 
former District Land Revenue and 
Settlement Officer were arrested, 
the Superintendent of Police (SP) 
of SCI, Pranav Tayal said.

An amount of INR 40 crore was 
sanctioned for construction of the 
Joram to Koloriang stretch of TAH, 

which was funded by the Centre 
through National Highway Infra-
structure Development Corpora-
tion Limited (NHIDCL).

A case has been registered un-
der Prevention of Corruption (PC) 
Act, and investigation has been 
launched, the SP said.

The SIC arrested Lollen, Lingu 
and Maj yesterday. They were pro-
duced before the court of special 
judge, West Sessions Division at Yu-
pia which remanded them to seven 
days police custody, the SP added.

Diphu, July 4 (EMN): Karbi Students As-
sociation (KSA-Inglongpho), in a press 
statement issued by its publicity secretary, 
Sotrosing Tisso, has decided to organise 
series of programme related to land pro-
tection and influx issue.
 Taking into consideration on the increas-
ing number of doubtful citizens, KSA 
has decided to undertake such citizens 
residing in forest and indigenous land 
disturbing the demographic pattern of 
the district.

KSA has asked all labourers coming 
from outside the district to produce their 
identity cards as proof.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS): The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) has taken over 
the probe into the arrest of two Manipur 
residents for carrying arms and ammuni-
tion, the agency said on Wednesday.

The agency re-registered the case un-
der the Arms Act on July 1 in compliance 
with a Union Home Ministry order. 

The case was originally registered on 
May 22 at Ukhrul Police Station in Ma-
nipur, a day after Assam Rifles intercepted 
a vehicle carrying a cache of arms and am-
munition concealed in handbags.

On May 21, based on inputs, the As-
sam Rifles checked a white Maruti Gypsy, 
which was moving from Ukhrul towards 
Imphal, near Lower Hungdung. 

Upon its search, two German rifles, one 
semi-automatic shotgun and three pistols 
and ammunition were recovered.  

The occupants of the vehicle identified 
as Honpam Chithung and Mathu Manohar  
were arrested on charges of procurement 
and supply of arms and ammunition to 
insurgent groups.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, July 4 (EMN): Former 
Executive Member (EM), 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council  (KAAC) Ramsing 
Engti has breathed his last 
at Zion hospital, Dimapur on 
Tuesday, July 3 and his mor-
tal remains was laid to rest 
at his residence, Lorulangso, 
Diphu here today to allow 
family members, relatives 
and well-wishers to pay their 
last respect. Engti leaves be-
hind two daughters, two sons 
and his wife.

In the morning Deputy 
Chairman, Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC), 
Ritesh Engti paid his last re-
spect to late Engti. The execu-
tive committee of KAAC led 
by EM, Pradip Rongpi and 
other EMs including Rups-
ing Teron, Ratan Teron and 
MACs Richard Tokbi, Dorsing 
Ronghang also paid their last 
respect.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  f a m i l y 
sources late Engti was born 
on January 1, 1951 at Hari 
Rongphar village, Kuthiatuli, 
Nagoan district. He started 
his primary education from 
Kothalguri (Kothiatuli) Govt. 
LP School. From Class IV to 
VIII he studied at Kuthiatuli 
High School and passed his 
matriculation from Nonoi 
High School, Kuthiatuli. He 
studied his PU (higher sec-
ond) in night shift during the 
initial stage of Diphu Govt. 

College from 1969. He did not 
complete his degree. 

Engti’s first entry into poli-
tics was in 1984 when he 
contested as an independ-
ent candidate from Langfer 
Member of District Council 
(MDC) constituency in the 
Karbi Anglong District Coun-
cil elections. He won the elec-
tion and got EM during the 
Janata regime. He again stood 
for election, but was defeated 
as the Autonomous State 
movement was very strong in 
the district. In 2001 Engti con-
tested MAC elections from 
Congress ticket from Lum-
bajong MAC constituency 
and had won the election. As 
EM, Engti hold the portfolios 
of Agriculture, Revenue and 
Taxation.

He was also president of 
Karbi Anglong District Con-
gress Committee.

At the conference hall of 
new Secretariat building, 
KAAC, the Executive Commit-
tee led by EM Pradip Rongpi 
and attended by other EMs, 
MACs, official and staff of 
KAAC held a condolence 
meeting for late Ramsing 
Engti. A one minute silent 
prayer was observed to re-
member late Engti. The KAAC 
has declared wednesday as 
holiday for the council to pay 
respect to the departed soul.

He was holding the post of 
chairman, Cotton Jininig Mill 
till the time of his demise 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 4 (EMN): 
Thadou Students’ Associa-
tion, General Headquarters 
(TSA-GHQ), Siamsinpawlpi, 
General Head Quarter (SSPP-
GHQ), Rongmei Naga Stu-
dents’ Organisation, North 
East India (RNSO-NEI) and 
Liangmei Naga Katimai Ru-
angdi (LNKR-AMN) have 
called a state wide bandh 
from 6 am of July 6 over the 
alleged failure of the state 
government in recruiting 
Tribal Language (MIL) Lec-
turers at Higher Secondary 
Schools in the state.

A joint media commu-
niqué signed by the Ro-
fica Newmai of LNKR-AMN, 
Adai Gangmei of RNSO-NEI  
and Thangtinlen Haokip 
of TSA-GHQ said that they 
are compelled to call for 

the bandh as the state gov-
ernment failed to fulfill its 
promises for recruitment 
of Tribal Language (MIL) 
Lecturers.

Joint Student bodies 
have served an ultimatum 
to the state government on 
June 26 to both the chief 
minister and the education 
minister demanding ‘im-
mediate action’ by issuing 
notification for recruitment 
of the MIL teacher on or 
before June 30. But the au-
thority has turned a deaf 
ear, it said.

The Joint students’ body 
also appealed the state gov-
ernment to immediately 
look into the affairs of the 
Manipur University and 
urged to restore normalcy 
in the larger interest of the 
students Community.

New Delhi/Agartala, July 4 (IANS): The Union Cabi-
net, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on 
Wednesday renamed the Agartala airport after Tripu-
ra’s last ruler Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya, 
said an official.

The decision comes in the wake of a long-pending 
demand of the people of Tripura as well as the state 
government to rename the airport after Bir Bikram 
Kishore Manikya as a tribute to the last ruler of the 
princely (1923-1947). After several hundred years of 
rule by 184 kings, Tripura merged with the Indian 
union in October 1949.

In 1942, the king constructed the airport, which 
played a crucial role in the Second World War. The 
Agartala airport, earlier known as Singerbill Airport, is 
located 20 km north of the capital city and sits along 
the Bangladesh border.

An official release said the Agartala airport is the 
second busiest airport in the northeastern India and 
provides crucial air connectivity in the region linking 
Kolkata and other major airports in the country.

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb, who 
returned to the state on Wednesday evening from 
the national capital, thanked the Prime Minister for 
renaming the Agartala airport after Tripura’s last king.
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Ensure equitable credit to minorities 
in 121 districts — RBI to banks

Industrial oils surge 
on rising demand

Yes Bank receives SEBI’s 
approval to launch mutual fund

New Sony compact 
camera for INR 
99,990 in India

Gold, silver book gains on global cues

Recapitalisation scheme for 
Regional Rural Banks extended

Mumbai, July 4 (PTi): The Reserve 
Bank (RBI) today directed banks 
to ensure that minorities in 121 
identified districts receive a fair and 
equitable portion of credit within 
the overall target of the priority sec-
tor lending. 

The RBI said the government 
has forwarded a list of 121 minor-
ity concentration districts having at 
least 25 per cent minority popula-
tion, excluding those States/UTs 
where minorities are in majority 

(Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Meg-
halaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and 
Lakshadweep). 

Sikhs, Muslims, Christians, Zo-
roastrians, Buddhists and Jains have 
been notified as minority commu-
nities by the Union government. 

All commercial banks are re-
quired to ensure that within the 
overall target for priority sector 
lending and the sub-target of 10 per 
cent for the weaker sections, suf-
ficient care is taken to ensure that 

minority communities also receive 
an equitable portion of the credit.

“... all scheduled commercial 
banks are requested to specially 
monitor the credit flow to minori-
ties in these 121 districts, thereby, 
ensuring that the minority com-
munities receive a fair and equita-
ble portion of the credit within the 
overall target of the priority sector,” 
the RBI said in updated Master Cir-
cular- Credit Facilities to Minority 
Communities.

It further said the Lead Bank in 
each of the minority concentration 
districts should have an officer who 
shall exclusively look after the prob-
lems regarding the credit flow to 
minority communities. One of the 
major aims of the Prime Minister’s 
15-Point Programme for the welfare 
of minorities is to ensure that an ap-
propriate percentage of the priority 
sector lending is targeted for minor-
ity communities. In all there are 716 
districts in India.

Mumbai, July 4 (PTi): Cas-
tor seed bold and castor 
oil commercial surged at 
the Vashi oils and oilseeds 
wholesale market here to-
day following rising de-
mand from soaps and ship-
pers industries. 

While, refined palmo-
lein softened owing to mild 
demand from retailers.

Meanwhile, groundnut 
oil and linseed oil ruled 
steady in the absence of 
any large-scale buying ac-
tivity.

In the non-edibles sec-

tion, castor seed bold rose 
by Rs 65 per 100kg to Rs 
4,190 from Tuesday’s clos-
ing level of Rs 4,125 and 
castor oil commercial went 
up by Rs 13 per 10 kg to 
Rs 868 as against Rs 855, 
respectively.

Linseed oil ended un-
altered to Rs 820 per 10 kg. 

Moving to the edibles 
segment, refined palmolein 
marginal down by Rs 2 per 
10 kg to Rs 702 as compared 
to Rs 704 yesterday and 
groundnut oil closed un-
changed at Rs 840 per 10 kg.

Mumbai, July 4 (iAns): 
Private sector lender Yes 
Bank on Wednesday said 
that it has received the 
final regulatory approval 
from the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) to commence its 
mutual fund business.

According to the lend-
er, the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) had earlier 
granted approval to Yes 
Bank to sponsor a mutual 
fund followed by SEBI’s 
in-principle nod which 
was received subsequent-
ly.

Commenting on the 
development, Rana Ka-
poor, Managing Director 
and CEO of Yes Bank said: 

“YES Asset Management 
(India) Limited (YAMIL) 
will leverage Yes Bank’s 
knowledge banking ex-
pertise and relationship 
capital across retail, cor-
porate and institutional 
investors to effectively 
channelise their assets in 
equity and debt capital 
markets.” 

new Delhi, July 4 (iAns): 
Expanding its Cyber-shot 
RX100 series of compact 
cameras, Sony India on 
Wednesday launched a 
“RX100 VI” camera with 
high magnification zoom 
lens, versatile 24-200mm 
large aperture and “world’s 
fastest” 0.03 seconds auto 
focus (AF) speed for Rs 
99,990.

The camera would be 
available at Sony Centres, 
authorised dealers and 
electronic stores from July 6.

The device comes with 
high-precision eye AF, high-
performance AF tracking, 
easy and natural touch fo-
cus, touch pad AF, up to 40 
times slower motion foot-
age, silent shooting with 
the option to mute the shut-
ter sound for noise sensi-
tive areas and one touch 
sharing, the company said 
in a statement. Sony has 
brought a fast hybrid AF 
system within the cam-
era with 315-point phase-
detection AF points on the 
sensor that can acquire fo-
cus in 0.03 seconds which, 
the company claims, is the 
fastest AF acquisition time 
and speed in the world for 
a 1.0-type sensor camera. 

new Delhi, July 4 (iAns): The Union Cabi-
net on Wednesday extended the recapitali-
sation scheme for “Regional Rural Banks” 
(RRBs) for the next three years.

“This will enable the RRBs to maintain 
the minimum prescribed capital to risk 
weighted assets ratio (CRAR) of 9 per cent,” 
the Cabinet said in a statement. 

“A strong capital structure and mini-
mum required level of CRAR will ensure 
financial stability of RRBs which will enable 
them to play a greater role in financial inclu-

sion and meeting the credit requirements 
of rural areas.” Currently, there are 56 RRBs 
in the country. On provisional basis, as on 
March 31, 2017, the total credit given by 
RRBs is Rs 228,599 crore.  The scheme was 
started in FY2010-11 and has been extended 
twice in the year 2012-13 and 2015-16. The 
last extension was up to March 31, 2017. 

A total amount of Rs 1,107.20 crore, as 
the Indian government’s share, out of Rs 
1,450 crore, has been released to RRBs up to 
March 31, 2017, the statement said.

I, LUOLAVIU (OLD 
NAME) SHOULD BE 

KNOWN AS, LUOLAVIU 
VIZO (NEW NAME) BY 
AFFIDAVIT NO.331/18, 

DT: 04.07.2018.
D-5657

CHANGE OF NAME

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti VIKALI  SHIKHU @lias Y. VIKALI @lias Y. VIKALI  SEMA, 
D/o Yekheto Shikhu, resident of H.No. C- 83, Block 2, Unity Village, 5th Mile, 
Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India belonging to the Scheduled Tribe by 

birth and residing in the aforementioned address. 
2. That in my Service Record (Appointment Order) my name has been 

entered/ recorded as Y. VIKALI, in my HSLC Admit Card as Y. 
VIKALI  SEMA, and in my academic records, Pan Card, Passport, 
and bank account my name has been recorded/ entered as VIKALI  
SHIKHU.

3. That the names Y. VIKALI, VIKALI SHIKHU and Y. VIKALI 
SEMA are the same and one person.

4. That this affidavit is sworn solely for the purpose of stating that my name 
VIKALI  SHIKHU @lias Y. VIKALI  @lias Y. VIKALI  SEMA are 
the same and one person.

 5. That the statements made above are true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief and nothing contained therein is false.

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me on this the 3rd of July, 2018. 
NIMSHIM VASHUM
NOTARY PUBLIC
D-5656

Regd. No.1145/18 Date: 03.07.18

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR 

DISTRICT: NAGALAND
Dt. Dimapur the 29th June’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

No: Rev-13/80-D/Pt/           / Notice is hereby given that 
Miss/Mrs. Awele W. Kenye D/o W.G Kenye resident of  
Diphupar Village Dimapur, has applied for correction of 
name in land Patta/Jamabandi covered by Patta No.33,  
Dag No.36,  measuring an area 00B-01K-14 Ls,  
situated  at Purana Bazar, Mouza No.03. 

Therefore, any claim/objection concerning to the said 
land may be submitted to the undersigned in writing on or 
before 03.08.2018.

NOTICE

D-5639

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 29th June’18

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland 

No.M-222/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Tentun 
Jigdong -Vrs- Fiafrang Girisa resident of Darogajan Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 29.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tentun Jigdong
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 253
Dag No: 307, Area: 01B-00K-161/2 Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Manohar Thaosen, East: Anthoni 
Jigdong, West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-5658

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. IMSUMENLA W/o LATE. TIATEMJEN JAMIR, EPBX Technician, C.M. Sectt. 
Nagaland, Kohima resident of Upper Merhulietsa Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits entitled. 
Bank A/C No.10530655198 SBI Nagaland Civil Sectt. Branch. Who expired on 28.05.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) month from 
the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV   Dated Kohima, the 25th June, 2018

KG-2634 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NAGALAND STATE RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

CALL FOR PERSONAL INTERVIEW
NO.NSRLM/SMMU/INT-BLOCK/2018                               Dated Kohima, the 4th July 2018

In pursuance of the Nagaland State Rural Livelihoods Mission Advertisement NO. NSRLM/
SMMU/ADVT/2012-13 dated 19/04/2018 and Notification dated 25/05/2018 and 30/05/2018, 
the Written Examination for Area Coordinators and Accountant Cum Data Entry Operators was 
conducted on 9th June 2018 and in ratio of 3:1 candidates bearing the following roll numbers in 
ascending order are shortlisted for Personal Interview.

District Area Coordinator
Dimapur
(6 Post)

1009, 1011, 1021, 1024, 1028, 1041, 1054, 1077, 1100, 1106, 1114, 
1133, 1134, 1147, 1149, 1161, 1178, 1210,

Kiphire
(8 Post)

2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2021, 2022, 2024, 2025, 2030, 2037, 
2039, 2043, 2049, 2061, 2063, 2071, 2092, 2096, 2125, 2127, 2132, 
2134, 2140

Kohima
(10 Post)

3016, 3033, 3039, 3042, 3043, 3047, 3058, 3066, 3080, 3084, 3112, 
3127, 3139, 3142, 3149, 3154, 3156, 3170, 3177, 3191, 3200, 3213, 
3236, 3253, 3261, 3267, 3279, 3280, 3281, 3305

Mokokchung
(11 Post)

4002, 4003, 4006, 4007, 4008, 4011, 4017, 4018, 4023, 4031, 4036, 
4043, 4049, 4052, 4066, 4078, 4085, 4089, 4090, 4097, 4098, 4103, 
4105, 4106, 4137, 4141, 4148, 4149, 4159, 4174, 4175, 4176, 4189

Mon
(11 Post)

5001, 5003, 5013, 5015, 5016, 5025, 5030, 5034, 5038, 5048, 5050, 
5063, 5066, 5067, 5069, 5070, 5076, 5080, 5086, 5107, 5117, 5125, 
5129, 5139, 5141, 5157, 5166, 5176, 5177, 5181, 5184, 5185, 5187

Phek
(11 Post)

6005, 6006, 6012, 6014, 6016, 6017, 6049, 6070, 6071, 6098, 6100, 
6106, 6110, 6116, 6120, 6125, 6127, 6139, 6140, 6148, 6158, 6163, 
6164, 6173, 6174, 6176, 6180, 6185, 6186, 6187, 6201, 6212, 6233

Wokha
(6 Post)

7002, 7005, 7019, 7021, 7023, 7026, 7056, 7078, 7084, 7085, 7089, 
7143, 7144, 7145, 7147, 7170, 7206, 7212

Zunheboto
(12 Post)

8003, 8004, 8007, 8008, 8009, 8015, 8016, 8019, 8021, 8026, 8031, 
8032, 8035, 8039, 8045, 8049, 8055, 8056, 8063, 8082, 8084, 8087, 
8088, 8090, 8104, 8105, 8111, 8116, 8129, 8139, 8141,  8143, 8144, 
8150, 8164, 8167

Accountant Cum Data Entry Operator (15 Post)
9003, 9005, 9008, 9010, 9015, 9016, 9018, 9029, 9036, 9039, 9049, 9065, 9067, 9070, 
9074, 9076, 9083, 9087, 9088, 9090, 9098, 9111, 9122, 9125, 9133, 9138, 9144, 9155, 
9157, 9162, 9163, 9164, 9169, 9175, 9181, 9183, 9196, 9197, 9202, 9205, 9206, 9207, 
9210, 9219, 9224, 9225, 9233, 9245, 9248, 9252, 9254

Date of Oral Interview:
17th July 2018 : Area Coordinator for Dimapur, Kiphire, Kohima, Mokokchung, Phek and   
  Wokha District
18th July 2018 : Area Coordinator for Mon and Zunheboto District 
  Accountant Cum Data Entry Operator
Time : 10:00 AM onwards
Venue : Mission Director’s Office Chamber, MGNREGA &NRLM Building, 1st Floor
Note:The shortlisted candidates must bring their Admit Card issued by the Mission and their 
academic documents/certificates in original on the day of interview.

Sd/-
(ATHEL O. LOTHA)

Addl. Secretary, RD & Mission Director, NRLM
Nagaland: Kohima

KG-2632

GOVERNMENTOFNAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

 NAGALAND :: KOHIMA

NOTIFICATION
PHQ(C-1 )2/90(Pt)/1087                      Dated Kma, the 04th July'18

In continuation to this Office Notification vide NO. PHQ(C-
I)2/90(Pt-1) dated 27th June 2018, the following order is hereby 
issued.
The mains examination of the LDA-Cum-Computer Assistant 
(Dte/District) will be held on 28/07/18 at Kohima Science Col-
lege, Jotsoma from 0900-1200 hrs.
Questions will be based on the following subjects:

1. English
2.  Computer Science
3.  Maths
4. Commerce
5. History
6. Political Science
7. Science
8. Economics
9. Education
10. Analytical Reasoning/ Numerical Ability
11. Sociology
12. Nagaland.  

All candidates are directed to report to the exam venue well 
ahead of time along with respective Registration Cards without 
fail.

All other instructions remain the same as notified in earlier 
Notifications. No further notifications will be issued hereafter.

Sd/-
(T. JOHN LONGKUMER) IPS

Director General of Police 
Nagaland, Kohima

KG-2633

K-
17
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The North East Christian University, Dimapur Nagaland is established 
by an Act passed by the Nagaland State Legislative Assembly and is a 
major project of the CBCNEI. 

The University invites applications to its BA Honours programme 
in English/Public Administration/Political Science/ International 
Relations and its M.A English (TESL).

The University also invites applications to some teaching posts.
*Details may be seen in the University website www.necu.ac.in
Address: North East Christian University

     Anchor Complex, East Block, Burma Camp, Post Box No. 109
     Behind : Bible Society of India, Dimapur- 797112, Nagaland 
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NOTICE INVITATING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO 
COME FORWARD (SECTION 375 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925).
In the Court of Shri Albert Ezung 

Additional Deputy Commissioner Dimapur District, Nagaland
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant 
of Succession Certificate for the estate of Late Pulen Mech 
Deseased, has been filed by Smti Mina Mech relation Wife 
R/O Naharbari Dimapur to draw his/her family pension, Bank 
Acct, etc, who expired on 07.05.2018.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in 
the administration of the estate of the said deceased, may 
if he/she so desire may appear in this court within 30 day of 
03.08.2018.

Given under the hand and seal of the court this 02nd day of 
7. 2018.

Addl. Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur : NagalandD-5659

Mumbai, July 4 (PTi): Gold prices re-
bounded by Rs 245 to Rs 30,510 per ten 
grams today, largely on a firm trend over-
seas along with increased buying by local 
jewellers.  Silver, too, rallied Rs 240 per kg 
on increased offtake by industrial units.

Standard gold (99.5 per cent purity) 
moved up by Rs 245 to end at Rs 30,510 
per ten grams from Tuesday’s level of Rs 
30,265. Pure gold (99.9 per cent purity) 
also rose by a similar margin to close at 
Rs 30,660 per ten grams against Rs 30,415 
earlier.

Silver (.999 fineness) shot up by Rs 240 
to end at Rs 39,280 per kg as against Rs 
39,040 previously.

Globally, gold hit a one-week high, 
rebounding from this week’s seven-month 
low, helped by a softer dollar and smoul-
dering trade tensions, though gains were 
limited by the prospect that rising interest 
rates will support the greenback.

Spot gold was trading up 0.2 per cent 
at USD 1,255.21 an ounce in early trade. 

Silver was trading 0.1 per cent lower at 
USD 15.98 an ounce.
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Discernment Problem

T
he recent spate of allegations and claims over 
the statement made by the chief minister on 
the issue of integration of Naga areas has be-
come acrimonious, which need to be avoided 

at such a crucial time. It is a general understanding 
that the settlement of the Naga issue would be tabled 
and discussed before the Lok Sabha polls. Otherwise, 
it will be bad publicity for the NDA and PM Modi. 
However the current acerbic comments are more 
like a ramification arising out of the dubious style of 
reporting in some sections of the media, only to be 
picked up by the opposition party. 

“The desire of the Nagas is for the integration of all 
Naga contiguous area. But at present the other states 
outside Nagaland to be a part of Nagaland, it has to 
be both agreed by the different states, mutually agreed. 
Therefore though the demand is genuine it is not pos-
sible to physically integrate the Naga contiguous area, 
that a... this discussion was the point,” was what the 
chief minister had stated to a news channel. What was 
repeated — a secondary referencing — to the media 
about the points of discussion from the meeting was 
instead portrayed to be his words and opinion. 

The issue of integration of the contiguous Naga ar-
eas in the region is the aspiration of the Naga people 
for a very long time. This was in black and white as 
clause -13 of the 16-point Agreement too. During its 
54 years of existence, the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly had also resolved on five different occasions the 
integration of all contiguous Naga areas under one 
administrative head. However, in the past two dec-
ades it has instead become the proverbial elephant in 
the room in all forums. While some new breed of po-
litically correct Nagas continue to shy away from the 
topic, some have even completely discarded it just so 
not to hurt the sentiments of the people of the neigh-
bouring states. 

The chief minister on the other hand was at least 
bold enough to relay what was stated to his delega-
tion by the Union Home minister with regard to Naga 
integration. His activism and support for Naga in-
tegration during his political career will go down in 
history. He condemned the controversial booklet The 
Bedrock of Naga Society and his resignation from the 
INC. Later, as the leader of the House the nomencla-
ture of the political party he was associated with earli-
er was changed from Nagaland People’s Front to Naga 
People’s Front after a long delay by the EC. It was also 
during his time as the chief minister from the ruling 
NPF that he was influential in expanding the NPF to 
Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh.

Politics can be dirty but when someone’s integrity 
is questioned, especially on an issue such as Naga in-
tegration, which is the aspiration of the Naga people, 
then it is crossing the limits. Instead, the chief minis-
ter’s statement should be a cue for the many organi-
sations and those political parties who are suppos-
edly the guardians of Naga integration to speak out to 
the Central government in unison. Why kill the mes-
senger? 

Heather Hendrickson | The Conversation

Geographical distribution of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus cases in Democratic Republic of the Congo, November 15, 2017-February 13, 2018.

The beauty of creation reflects the beauty 
of our Creator.

On a recent visit with some of our grandchildren, we 
enjoyed watching a web cam that focused on an 
eagle family in Florida. Every day we would check 
in on the mom, the dad, and the baby as they went 

about their daily routine in their nest high off the ground. 
Each day the parent birds would keep a constant, protective 
vigil over the eaglet, bringing it fish from a nearby river for 
nourishment.

This little eagle family depicts for us one image the 
psalmist gave us of God’s magnificent creation in Psalm 
104—an array of creation images, of scenes from the work 
of God’s creative hand.

We see the majesty of God’s creation as it relates to the 
universe (vv. 2–4).

We experience the creation of the earth itself—waters, 
mountains, valleys (vv. 5–9).

We enjoy the glory of God’s gift of animals, birds, and 
crops (vv. 10–18).

We marvel at the cycles God created in our world—
morning/night, darkness/light, work/rest (vv. 19–23).

What a glorious world God has fashioned with His 
hands for our enjoyment—and for His glory! “Praise the 
Lord, my soul!” (v. 1). Each one of us can say thank You to 
God for all He has given us to appreciate and enjoy.

   Praise God! Praise You, Lord, for the wonder of the 
earth You created.

New Gene Transfer Rules Could Help 
Prevent Spread of Antibiotic Resistance

U
nlike other organisms, 
bacteria can take up 
genetic material from 
their environment. 

This ability to exchange genes 
enables them to pick up new traits 
such as different metabolic path-
ways, virulence genes and antibi-
otic resistance.

Better understanding of  the 
complex mechanisms of  gene 
transfer may be the key for hold-
ing the line against the global 
threat of  increasing antibiotic re-
sistance. Our latest findings have 
taken us step closer to this goal 
by uncovering a new set of  rules.
Bacterial genomes doing what we 
cannot
Bacteria are our constant and 
ubiquitous companions. Teem-
ing throngs of  bacteria shimmy 
around on every surface and 
their collective biomass is more 
than a thousand times bigger 
than that of  the entire human 
population.

We would not survive for 
long without bacteria. We owe 
them for making our planet hab-
itable and for their role in return-
ing nutrients to the soil. Earth 
without microbes is a nightmare 
scenario. However, the evolu-
tionary processes that allow bac-
teria to survive in conditions that 
are off  limits to other lifeforms 
can also make them detrimental 

to human health.
Unlike the human genome, 

which remains relatively un-
adulterated during our lifetimes, 
bacteria acquire new genetic 
material frequently. Some of  
the bacteria around you have 
changed since you began reading 
this.

While our own genetic ma-
terial is tucked away behind 
the protective membranes of  a 
nucleus, bacteria have no such 
vault-like structure. A single 
bacterium can have acquired as 
much as 60% of its genome re-
cently through a phenomenon 
called horizontal gene transfer 
(HGT), where large swaths of  
DNA can be swapped in or com-
pletely replaced in a single step.
The conundrum
The mystery around HGT is that 
the processes by which it chops 
and changes DNA seem at first 
glance to be haphazard, and yet 
HGT tends to take place most 
frequently between closely relat-
ed species. Why?

Horizontal gene transfer can 
happen in a few different ways. 
Each of  them boils down to a bit 
of  DNA being introduced into 
the bacterial cell, right next to the 
cell’s own DNA, and being ac-
cidentally incorporated into the 
chromosome. Regardless of  how 
the DNA ends up inside that cell, 

the introduced DNA can be in-
cluded in the genome of  the re-
cipient cell. No gene appears to 
be immune.

If  the story were simple, that 
would be it. The cell with the 
new DNA would face natural se-
lection by competing for resourc-
es with other local microbes. If  
the DNA contained genes that 
are beneficial this might mean 
new abilities for the cell, like sur-
viving the next local antibiotic 
apocalypse.

However, biology is rarely so 
simple. Rather, bacteria that are 
more closely related tend to give 
and receive genes more frequent-
ly than one might expect. Part of  
the reason that this is surprising 
is that the most likely candidates 
for donating genes in any envi-
ronment are not close relatives. 
As many as 18,000 separate bac-
terial genomes can be found in 
a single gram of soil. This sug-
gests that something other than 
proximity determines what gene 
transfer events are successful.
The rules
At the core of  our work are 
short, repeated sequences called 
AIMS, or Architecture IMpart-
ing Sequences. AIMS are impor-
tant during DNA replication and 
DNA segregation in bacteria.

We discovered that if  sets of  
AIMS are well matched between 
a donor and recipient genome, 
then the DNA moving between 

those genomes can be main-
tained. The opposite is true if  
they are not well matched, effec-
tively establishing the “rules of  
transfer”.

In nature, incoming DNA 
rains down on a bacterial chro-
mosome. The AIMS of a re-
cipient cell act a bit like a holey 
umbrella that only lets AIMS 
compatible DNA through to be 
added to the chromosome. The 
patterns of  inversions (random 
events in which a chunk of  DNA 
is turned around to face the op-
posite direction) and HGT in 
bacterial chromosomes suggests 
that natural selection has filtered 
out the bacteria in which HGT 
with non-compatible AIMS had 
taken place.

It is worth mentioning that 
AIMS are not a hard barrier, but 
rather a constraint on HGT that 
positively enforces transfer be-
tween closely related organisms. 
While our results suggest that the 
wrong AIMS may cause prob-
lems for important systems like 
DNA replication and segrega-
tion, newly acquired genes that 
are game changers for the cell, 
like antibiotic resistance genes, 
are unlikely to be filtered out if  
they have incompatible AIMS. 
Like much in biology, AIMS 
based rules are another piece of  
a more complicated puzzle.
Making it work in our favour
Plasmids are tiny loops of  double 

stranded DNA that float in the 
cell and are able to replicate inde-
pendent of  the bacterial chromo-
some. This makes them immune 
to AIMS associated constraints 
on gene transfer; they don’t have 
to enter the chromosome. They 
are one way that novel DNA can 
end up in the cell.

They are also often loaded 
with antibiotic resistance genes. 
If  we can find ways of  making 
these plasmids just a little more 
unbearable for the bacteria in the 
environment, perhaps we can 
limit their spread in the same 
way that AIMS limit transfer be-
tween bacterial chromosomes.

One idea would be a genetic 
tool that would force plasmids to 
physically integrate with chro-
mosomes. This would simultane-
ously make these less mobile and 
subject them to the constraints 
that chromosomes function un-
der. For example, a plasmid “im-
mobilisation” cassette could be 
deployed in high-risk areas to re-
duce plasmid-based gene transfer 
in a group of  multi-drug resistant 
disease-causing bacteria known 
as the ESKAPE pathogens.

If  we can do that, perhaps 
in the future we can prevent the 
spread of  genes we are worried 
about, like antibiotic resistance 
genes or virulence genes.

(She is a senior lecturer in 
Molecular Bioscience at Massey 

University)

The Wire Staff

Rapid Spread of Polio in the Congo Threatens Global Eradication Efforts
Despite months-long efforts of public health experts to contain the damage, the 

virus has continued to spread. So far, 29 children have been paralysed.

A
t a time when the Demo-
cratic Republic of  the Congo 
(DRC) is inching towards 
declaring its Ebola outbreak 

over, the spread of  another deadly virus 
– polio – in the Central African country 
has put global eradication efforts under 
threat.

According to Science, despite 
months-long efforts of  public health ex-
perts to contain the damage, the virus 
has continued to spread. So far, 29 chil-
dren have been paralysed. Additionally, 
a case was recently reported outside the 
known outbreak zone – on the border 
with Uganda – which has fuelled fears of  
polio spreading across the continent.

A major hurdle in the path to eradica-
tion, highlighted by the current outbreak, 
is that a rare mutant derived from the 
weakened live virus in the oral polio vac-
cine (OPV) regains its neuro-virulence 
and the ability to spread. While the wild 
virus has been pushed close to extinction 
owing to OPV campaigns, Leslie Roberts 
writes in Science that these circulating 
vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPVs) 
have emerged as the greatest threat to the 
eradication of  the virus.

In July 2016, the number of  polio 
cases had come down by 99.9% since 
1988. Nigeria, along with Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, were the only countries 
where the transmission of  the virus had 
never been fully stopped – until new cas-
es cropped up in the Congo as well as in 
Somalia last week, which seems to have 
further derailed eradication efforts. In 
order for a disease to be declared ‘eradi-
cated’, there number of  cases worldwide 
must be permanently reduced to zero.

Stressing the “urgency” to put a stop 
to these vaccine-derived outbreaks, epi-
demiologist Nicholas Grassly of  Impe-
rial College London said, “It is so much 
more important than controlling the wild 
virus.”
When does the weakened live  
virus become a threat?
OPV, being safe and effective, has for 
long been used for eradication efforts. 
But ironically, what makes OPV so pow-
erful can also make it detrimental. For a 
brief  period after the vaccination is ad-
ministered, the weakened live virus can 
spread. This helps boost immunity even 
in those people who haven’t received the 
drops.

However, in some rare cases – in 
areas where the population is seriously 
under-immunised, like in the case of  the 
Congo – the virus can continue circulat-
ing and accumulating mutations, Roberts 
explained.

According to the WHO, in very rare 
instances, the vaccine-virus can geneti-
cally change into a dangerous form that 
can paralyse its victims. This is what is 
known as a circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus. While there are three variants 
of  the virus, the vast majority of  cVDPVs 
are caused by serotype 2.

The problem, WHO states, is not 
with the vaccine but with low vaccina-
tion coverage. In cases where the popu-
lation is fully immunised, they will be 

protected against both vaccine-derived 
and wild polioviruses. Even in areas with 
un- or under-immunised population, it 
takes a while for a cVDPV to occur,
Spread of  cVDPVs
Since 2000, over ten billion doses of  
OPV have been administered to nearly 
three billion children worldwide. As a re-
sult, over 13 million cases of  polio have 
been prevented.

During that time, however, 24 cVD-
PV outbreaks occurred in 21 countries, 
and almost immediately, the World 
Health Assembly in Geneva stated that 
the use of  OPV must stop when the wild 
virus was gone.

Until 2015, over 90% of  cVDPV cas-
es were due to the type 2 component in 
OPV, according to the WHO. With the 
transmission of  wild poliovirus type 2 
already successfully interrupted since 
1999, in April 2016 a switch was imple-
mented from trivalent OPV – in the 155 
countries still using it – to bivalent OPV 
in routine immunisation programmes. 
The removal of  the type 2 component of  
OPV is associated with significant public 
health benefits, including a reduction of  

the risk of  cases of  cVDPV2.
On the flip side, however, it was clear 

that for a few years, some type 2 out-
breaks would still occur. To fight this out-
break, a type 2 vaccine was released in 
ten countries and seemed to be working 
for the most part, except in DRC.
Outbreak in DRC
The outbreak was first detected in the 
Maniema province of  DRC in June 
2017. Just days later, another case was 
discovered about 900 km away in Haut-
Lomami province in the southeast. By 
the end of  the year, the number had 
climbed to 22.

On February 13, 2018, the Minis-
try of  Health of  the DRC declared the 
outbreak of  circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus a national public health emer-
gency. Swinging into action, the ministry 
planned reactive polio vaccination cam-
paigns in 34 health zones deemed to be 
at risk: 16 in Haut-Lomami Province, 11 
in Tanganyika Province, four in Haut-
Katanga and three in Lomami Province, 
according to the WHO.

However, according to Science, ow-
ing to “remote villages, crumbling in-

frastructure and a weak health system,” 
vaccination campaigns are a challenge in 
DRC. The plan was to target 1,638,220 
children from zero to 59 months but the 
campaign failed to do so.

The emergence of  recent cases – es-
pecially the one near the border with 
Uganda – has “really increased the risk 
of  international spread,” according to 
Oliver Rosenbauer, spokesperson for po-
lio eradication at the WHO.
What next?
Mark Pallansch, a molecular virologist 
at the US Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Atlanta, is of  the view 
that if  we reach a situation where type 2 
spreads across the continent, the only op-
tion would be to reintroduce OPV2 into 
routine immunisation, which would set 
eradication efforts back by years.

He, however, added on a hopeful note 
that the spread of  cVDPV2s can be man-
aged. “I have yet to see anything that 
makes me think eradication is not pos-
sible. But the endgame is proving to be 
much more complicated than eradicating 
the wild virus,” Science quoted Pallansch 
as saying.

DAILY

PATH
God’s Great Creation

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 104:1–6, 10–23
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The birds of the sky nest by the waters; they sing 
among the branches.     

~  Psalm 104:12
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Stop being an en-
abler to someone you care deeply about, Ar-
ies. It could be that you’re helping to continue 
dangerous addictive behavior simply because 

you want to avoid a nasty confrontation. Realize that 
this is doing neither party any good. The more you per-
petuate the lie, the more it will continue to hurt all par-
ties involved. Be open and honest with your concerns.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may have 
found yourself having some issues with food 
lately, Taurus. It could be that your sense of 
self-worth isn’t at its highest and you’re try-

ing to make up for it by sabotaging your relationship 
with your body. Food is healthy nourishment that you 
need to survive. Your body deserves respect. You need 
to always give it the proper fuel that it requires to be 
healthy.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If there’s an is-
sue that needs to be brought to the table now, 
feel free to do so, Gemini. Don’t hold back 
just to maintain a relationship’s equilibrium. 

Don’t sacrifice your own peace of mind just to keep 
from rocking the boat. Contributing unhealthy lies to 
maintain a healthy facade doesn’t do anyone any good. 
Be totally honest with yourself, your feelings, and the 
people around you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The intensity of 
the day is apt to bring opposition that you 
aren’t necessarily expecting, Cancer. Wheth-
er it’s being verbalized or not, the confronta-

tions are quite real. Don’t underestimate a loved one’s 
emotions. Stand up to these issues and be realistic 
about their solutions. No one expects you to have all 
the right answers, so don’t pretend that you do. We’re all 
human and we all make mistakes.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Give your loved ones 
the attention they need today, Leo. Don’t let 
another day go by without saying you love 
them. Life is short and getting shorter with 

each passing day. Feel free to be confrontational about a 
serious issue that needs to be addressed. You’re responsi-
ble for your own feelings. Don’t play the role of the victim. 
You’ll only experience more pain and resentment later.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t run away 
from tension today, Virgo. Any sort of emo-
tional stress you feel will be compounded 
tremendously if it isn’t dealt with right away. 

Be in the moment while the moment is here. The more 
you face in the present, the less you’ll regret in the fu-
ture. Clear up any sticky situation that arises and move 
forward. People may not understand your needs and 
concerns until you verbalize them clearly.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Stop hiding be-
hind the intellectual barrier that you may 
have put up, Libra. Playing games will get 
you nowhere. True strength is being able to 

demonstrate that you have the courage to say what you 
feel in any situation, especially regarding a close loved 
one. If you need to say something, say it. Don’t wait 
until the situation escalates to an unhealthy argument 
before you finally get your feelings out.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Stop trying to 
feel everyone else’s emotions and really feel 
your own, Scorpio. Being empathetic to oth-
ers’ needs is charitable, but you need to face 

the music and look at yourself. Make a clear distinction 
between your needs and those of others. Express your 
feelings to those around you. Ask for help if you need it. 
Other people aren’t mind readers. They probably have 
no idea what you feel.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): It may 
seem like neither side of the bed is the right 
side to wake up on, Sagittarius. The only solu-
tion you might be able to come up with today 

is to go back to bed. Focus on your heart, because it’s 
trying to tell you that it needs some attention. Emo-
tions may be running quite high, so be extra careful of 
how you treat yourself and others.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
feel like you’re being double-crossed by a 
loved one today, Capricorn. It could be that 
your own words are being used against you 

in a way that makes you look like the bad guy. When it 
comes time to make a rebuttal on your behalf, make 
sure you let the other person know that you’re confront-
ing their behavior and not attacking them as a person.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may say 
one thing one minute and the opposite the 
next, Aquarius. Usually you can jump from 
one issue to another with no problem, but 

today people are likely going to call you on it. Think 
about what you really mean before you say it. Don’t do 
all your thinking aloud where other people can hear. 
Your continuous thought process might be mistaken 
for a final analysis. Confusion could ensue.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The subtle ten-
sion in the air today might be just what you 
need to make you more aware of subcon-
scious issues that affect your behavior, Pi-

sces. You’ll find that you need to get a lot off your chest. 
The more honest you can be about the pain people 
have caused you, the more loving words will be able to 
flow in the future. Open the channels of communica-
tion and let it flow.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Diego Maiorano and Chakradhar Buddha | thewire.in

Using MGNREGA Funds to Subsidise Farm Labour is a Recipe for Disaster
It will greatly bring down the poverty reduction impact of the programme, harm the construction of much-

needed rural infrastructure and dramatically diminish the labourers’ bargaining power vis-à-vis the farmers.

A
t the recent fourth govern-
ing council meeting of the 
NITI Aayog, the govern-
ment announced the for-

mation of a sub-group of chief min-
isters to propose ways of linking the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGN-
REGA) with agricultural activities.

The group is headed by the chief  
minister of Madhya Pradesh, Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, and includes Mama-
ta Banerjee, Vijay Rupani, Nitish 
Kumar, Yogi Adityanath, N. Chan-
drababu Naidu and Pawan Kumar 
Chamling.

The formation of the committee 
came in the context of discussions 
on how to double farmers’ income by 
2022, a bold (and highly unrealistic) 
electoral promise of the BJP in 2014.

It is not very clear what the gov-
ernment is proposing, but by looking 
at the ‘tentative’ terms of reference of  
the sub-group it seems that the real 
issue at stake is to allow state govern-
ments to use MGNREGA funds to 
subsidise the wages of agricultural la-
bourers working on the private land of  
farmers.

This would, on the one hand, 
turn the MGNREGA from a rather 
successful anti-poverty programme 
that has contributed significantly to 
empower the most marginalised sec-
tions on India’s society into a scheme 
aiming at restoring highly unbalanced 
power relations in favour of large 
farmers (often belonging to the locally 
dominant castes).

On the other hand, it would not 
solve or even contribute in any signifi-
cant way to reduce farmers’ distress.

It is worth looking at the list of  
issues that the sub-group will analyse 
point by point.

First, the committee will “suggest 
a wider choice of state-specific inter-
ventions both for pre-sowing and post-
harvest to further improve the thrust 
on incomes, water conservation and 
waste to wealth”.

Second, the sub-group will pro-
pose ways ‘to align works under 
MGNREGA fully to the require-
ments of achieving the goal of dou-
bling farmers’ income by 2022. This 
will improve thrust on water conserva-
tion, individual beneficiary schemes, 
construction of rural haats, vermi-
composting etc.’

Both these measures seem to be lit-
tle more than expanding the list of per-
missible works under the programme. 
In fact, according to Schedule I of the 
MGNREGA, district coordinators 
must ensure that at least 60% of the 
works taken up under the programme 
must create productive assets ‘directly 
linked to agriculture and allied activi-
ties’.

It is thus not clear why a sub-group 
of chief ministers is needed to amend 
the list of works that can be executed 
under the programme, as most of  
them must be linked to agriculture 
anyway

It is similarly unclear why chief  
ministers should use their time – in an 
election year – ‘to explore the possi-
bilities of MGNREGA as a livelihood 
resource for development and diver-
sification of livelihoods of small and 
marginal farmers specially belonging 
to SC/ST households’.

Again, in many states, it is already 
possible to utilise MGNREGA funds 
to develop the land of marginal farm-
ers belonging to SCs and STs. While 
additional ways to increase the pro-
ductivity of marginal farmers would 
certainly be welcome, this could be left 
to the state governments to decide, as 
it is currently the case.

The real task in front of the sub-
group seems to be formulation of  
“recommendations on interventions 
of MGNREGA that can facilitate re-
duction of agrarian distress including 
work availability, wage rates, seasonal-
ity etc.”.

In his remarks, NITI Aayog vice-
chairman Rajiv Kumar noted: “The 
committee would examine the feasibil-
ity of using the employment generated 
under the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Act in 
agriculture-related activities both pre-
harvest and post-harvest”

In other words, it seems that the 
government has finally capitulated in 
front of a long-standing demand of  
farmers’ representatives, namely to use 
MGNREGA funds to subsidise the 
wages of agricultural labourers em-
ployed on the private land of farmers.

This is a recipe for disaster.

Upward and downward pushes
One of the key reasons why the 
MGNREGA – a ‘stellar example of  
rural development’, according to a 
World Bank study –  has made such 
a profound impact on the lives of In-
dia’s rural dwellers is precisely because 
it gives them an alternative source of  
employment, thus reducing their de-
pendency on large farmers for their 
livelihood. This has had many impor-
tant consequences.

First, it pushed agricultural la-
bourers’ wages up, as farmers had to 
at least match the MGNREGA wage 
if  they wanted to attract workers to 
work in their fields. Second, by reduc-
ing or mitigating distress migration 
to the urban areas, it contributed to 
push up wages also in the non-farm 
sector, thus benefiting casual workers 
in towns and cities too. Third, it has 
allowed one member of the family to 
work under MGNREGA, while an-

other member works in the fields, thus 
doubling their daily income.

An authoritative study by the Na-
tional Council for Applied Economic 
Research and the University of Mary-
land concluded that the programme 
was responsible for 32% of poverty 
reduction seen in recent years and for 
preventing 14 million families from 
falling back into poverty. These are not 
trivial achievements.

Using the MGNREGA funds to 
pay for the wages of labourers work-
ing in the fields of large farmers will 
greatly reduce the poverty reduction 
impact of the programme. At present, 
most MGNREGA workers work in 
the fields of farmers and then turn 
to the MGNREGA when there is no 
farm work available. It is easy to fore-
see that large farmers – who in many 
villages have an enormous power over 
the local administration and on gram 
panchayats – will be able to direct 
the bulk of the funds for paying the 
wages of their labourers, leaving little 
resources available for other types of  
works. This would represent a huge 
financial loss for most MGNREGA 
workers. Moreover, it would harm the 
construction of much-needed rural 
infrastructure that the MGNREGA is 
contributing to build.

Furthermore, and at least equally 
important, using the MGNREGA to 
pay for the wages of agricultural la-
bourers will dramatically diminish the 
labourers’ bargaining power vis-à-vis 
the farmers.

This could have downward pres-
sures of rural wages – which are one 
of the main engines of poverty reduc-
tion in rural areas – and reinforce the 
labourers’ dependency on the farmers. 
The MGNREGA has allowed people 
not to work in the fields, if  they so 
choose.

For instance, we spoke with numer-
ous women who told us that they no 
longer work in the fields of farmers, so 
that they can avoid being sexually har-
assed. Many Dalit workers told us that 
they can now refuse working opportu-
nities in the fields of those farmers who 
abuse them or do not treat them with 
respect, i.e. that practice untouchabil-
ity. In still other cases, Dalits workers 
told us that they can now conduct a 
more dignified existence because they 
do not fear to be boycotted by the farm-
ers anymore, as they have the safety net 
of the MGNREGA. All this would 
change irremediably if  MGNREGA is 
transformed from an alternative source 
of employment into a scheme for sub-
sidising agricultural wages.

The irony is that very little would 
change in terms of alleviating farmers’ 
distress. First, the farmers most acute-
ly hit by the decades-long agricultural 
crisis tend to own small or medium-
size plots of land and rely mostly on 
family labour. Paying for their labour 
will make little difference for them. 
Even for large farmers, however, the 
labour component, depending most-
ly on whether their land is irrigated 
or not and on the type of crop, very 

rarely exceeds 25% of their invest-
ments – and usually represents a much 
lower percentage. The bulk of the 
expenditure comes from other inputs 
such as fertilisers, pesticides and cor-
porate-owned seeds, whose price has 
increased manifolds in the last decade 
– much more than agricultural wages.

Second, using the MGNREGA to 
pay for labourers’ wages would not in-
crease much the availability of work-
ers willing to work in the fields. This is 
largely a myth propagated by farmers’ 
representatives, but it is a fact that the 
MGNREGA virtually stops in many 
villages during the agriculture peak 
season. Shortage of labour is mainly 
due to migration to cities and the 
greater availability of non-farm work, 
even in rural areas.

Over a decade ago, the Swami-
nathan committee submitted its final 
report to the government. The report, 
written by a team led by one of India’s 
most respected agricultural scientists, 
has been largely ignored first by the 
UPA government and then by the 
present administration. If  the Parlia-
ment could dedicate at least some at-
tention to the report, it will find a set 
of feasible solutions to alleviate farm-
ers’ distress that will not put in jeop-
ardy the achievement of one of India’s 
most successful anti-poverty policies.

Of course, using the MGNREGA 
to fund the wages of agricultural la-
bourers is a much easier solution for 
the government: it does not cost a 
single rupee and is likely to yield po-

litical dividends. This is not because it 
will have any significant impact of the 
well-being of distressed farmers, but 
because it will restore power relations 
as they were before the introduction of  
the programme.

This is not to say that MGNRE-
GA has no potential to help farmers in 
distress. In fact, it could be an impor-
tant tool for the government, would 
it be willing to provide additional re-
sources to fully guarantee 100 days of  
employment to whoever demands it.

This would support agrarian de-
mand, both by supporting agricultural 
labourers’ livelihood and by investing 
in much-needed rural infrastructures, 
which could in turn sustain agricul-
tural productivity. There is also a great 
need to maintain and preserve existing 
infrastructures, which can be done us-
ing labour paid through MGNREGA. 
If one wants to be imaginative, it is 
also possible to use the willingness to 
work under MGNREGA as a collat-
eral to increase access to institutional 
sources of credit for small and mar-
ginal farmers, so that they need not to 
rely on rapacious moneylenders.

But making it a scheme for the 
benefit of large rural employers will 
not be the solution to decades of ne-
glect of the rural world by successive 
governments.

(Diego Maiorano is a research fellow 
at the Institute of  Asia Pacific Studies, 

University of  Nottingham. Chakradhar 
Buddha is Convener, Samalochana and 

works on tribal issues.)

Arshan Vakil & Neha Bagaria | IANS

Five Effective Communication Tips Will Help You Become More Sociable

A
pplicable everywhere, if  you want to master the art 
of holding multiple people’s attention at the same 
time or change yourself into an extrovert or expand 
your circle with time, here’s how to go about it:

* Tap into a network of like-minded people
Joining a local co-ed soccer league or a nearby running or 
open-water swim club of your choice is a great way to be ac-
tive in a social setting without putting in extra efforts to the 
activity.

* Find a self-learning technology and use it to 
bring out the best in your current circle
The current circle can be your lab to experiment with your 
fresh learning. Your self-learning communications apps can be 
used anywhere and everywhere and can prove as flexible as 
per your schedule.

* Be an expert on any subject and show it  
off to people around you
A great way to expand your social circle is to connect to some-
one with your knowledge. This seems to be an effective way to 
participate in a conversation in a large group. You never know, 
people might find you interesting and people would love to 
know such people.

* Practice whenever you can and 
wherever you can
If you can explore interactions with different kind of people, 
it can help you get different flavors of interaction. You can 
choose opening nights, galas, cultural events, seminars, talks 
and even specific networking events for your venture.
* Stick to basics
Never forget your basics like listen to others, don’t be a com-
plainer, stay in touch, smile and so on. If  you don’t remember, 

watch YouTube videos to update yourself.
* Start with small talks
If stepping out for a party or spending time in a crowd seems 
challenging, start with small talk. Take baby steps with getting 
into a conversation, participate in healthy discussions.
* Shut that distraction
Most of the time we are so much on our phone, iPad, TV, and 
radio that we can lose the connection we have with true con-
versations. To get involved in a social conversation we really 
need to put that distraction away so that you can truly partici-
pate and be engaged with the people you are with.

With the help of these factors, if  we can learn and push 
ourselves, it can greatly benefit our interactions with other peo-
ple. If  we can improve our communication skills with these 
interactions, we can further improve our social life.

(Arshan Vakil is Founder and CEO, Kings Learning; Neha 
Bagaria is Founder and CEO, JobsForHer)
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Delhi government takes 
back power to post officers 

Lucknow University teachers attacked, university closed

No more ‘Hindu meals’ on Emirates flights

Court to consider chargesheet against Karti on July 6

UP SC/ST panel issues notice to AMU over lack of quota system

Bullet train like a ‘magic train’ which may not materialise — Rahul

Sunanda Pushkar death case: Delhi court reserves 
order on Tharoor’s anticipatory bail plea

Naik won’t return to India 
unless assured fair trial 

HC to authorities: How could saplings replace grown up tree? 

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal being welcomed by government and staff at the Delhi Secretariat, 
in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

Shashi Tharoor (File Photo)

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS): 
Within hours of the apex 
court ruling in its favour, 
the Delhi government 
said on Wednesday it was 
taking back from the Lt 
Governor the power to 
transfer and post IAS and 
other officers.

“Two years back as per 
a High Court decision, 
the power to transfer and 
post officers was taken 
away from the elected 
government of Delhi and 
was reposed with the LG 
and other officials,” Dep-
uty Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia said. 

“Being the Minister of 
Services, I have now or-
dered that this system be 
changed with immediate 
effect and be given back 
to the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister,” 
he told reporters here. 

According to the sys-
tem which prevailed hith-
erto, the power to trans-
fer and post IAS officers, 
DANICS officers and of-

Lucknow, July 4 (PTI): Lucknow Univer-
sity was closed today till further orders 
after a group of students protesting over 
admission to the new academic session 
attacked teachers, injuring over a dozen 
of them, officials said.

LU vice chancellor S P Singh said 
the youths claimed they were from the 
Samajwadi Party.

“Over a dozen teachers were injured 
in the incident. I might have also been at-
tacked by them but my colleagues saved me 
and I reached my office, he told reporters.

All those involved in the incident 
were not LU students, and were anti-
social elements and outsiders claiming 
themselves to be SP workers. There were 
25-30 such persons involved in the at-
tack,” he said.

“The University has been closed sine 
die and the counselling going on for the 
admissions has also been stopped. We 
are going to lodge an FIR in this connec-
tion against those whom we identify,” 
the VC said.

Among the teachers injured are proc-
tor Vinod Singh and chief provost San-
gita Rani, university officials said. Some 
university guards were also hurt.

“Three persons have been arrested in 
this connection. We are awaiting a com-
plaint by the university administration”, 
Trans Gomti SP Harendra Kumar said.

A group of over 20 ex-students had 

been protesting on the campus since 
Monday, alleging that they were denied 
admission to the postgraduate courses 
because they had taken part in an agita-
tion against Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath.

They had allegedly obstructed Adity-
anath’s convoy and waved black flags at it 
in June last year, opposing his visit to the 
campus. The police had then arrested 11 
students. Most of the students who took 
part in the protests against Adityanath 
last year were members of the left-wing 
All India Students’ Association (AISA) 
and the Samajwadi Party’s student wing 
Chhatra Sabha.

Two candidates, Pooja Shukla and 
Gaurav Tripathi, had also begun an 
indefinite hunger strike demanding 
admission of all students who took the 
entrance test last month, and whose re-
sults were allegedly held back for waving 
blacks flags at the CM.

Pooja Shukla was among those who 
had waved black flags at the CM’s convoy 
last year.

When asked about the row over 
admissions, the VC said, “There are laid-
down procedures for admission to the 
university. It cannot be given against 
norms.” 

The LU Teachers Association has 
called a meeting tomorrow to discuss 
their next course of action.

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS): A court 
here on Wednesday deferred to 
July 6 the hearing on consid-
eration of the ED chargesheet 
against former Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram’s son Karti 
Chidambaram and two compa-
nies in a money laundering case 
in the Aircel-Maxis deal.

On June 13, the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) chargesheeted 
Karti and Advantage Strategic 
Consulting Pvt Ltd (ASCPL) and 
Chess Management Services Pvt 
Ltd (CMSPL) companies under 
the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) and the ED are 

investigating Karti’s alleged role 
in getting Foreign Investment Pro-
motion Board (FIPB) clearance 
for the Aircel-Maxis deal in 2006 
when his father was the Union 
Finance Minister.

Karti, who has been granted 
interim protection against ar-
rest by a special court till July 
10, promoted CMSPL, the ED 
chargesheet said. It alleged that 
ASCPL was set up on Karti’s direc-
tions.

The chargesheet claimed that 
Maxis invested $800 million (INR 
3,565.91 crore) as Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) whereas the 
Finance Minister’s powers to give 
approval for FDI was limited to 

INR 600 crore at the said time. 
The Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs (CCEA) was the 
competent authority for FDI pro-
posals of over INR 600 crore, the 
agency said.

CMSPL received INR 90 lakh 
from Maxis and its associate Ma-
laysian companies allegedly for 
software services, the ED said.

ASCPL received INR 26 lakh 
from Aircel Televenture Ltd, the 
Indian company which sold 
shares to Maxis.

On August 29, 2014, the CBI 
had filed a chargesheet alleg-
ing that between July 2004 and 
September 2008, then Minister 
Dayanidhi Maran in the UPA-I 

government used his influence 
to help Malaysian businessman 
T.A. Ananda Krishnan buy Aircel 
by coercing its owner Sivasanka-
ran to part with his stakes in the 
firm.

Sivasankaran alleged that Ma-
ran favoured the Krishnan-owned 
Maxis Group in the takeover of his 
company. In return, he alleged, 
Maxis made investments through 
Astro Network, a sister concern, 
in Sun Direct TV Pvt Ltd (SDTPL) 
owned by the Maran family.

Karti is also an accused in the 
INX Media case wherein he has 
been charged with receiving ir-
regular FIPB clearance for invest-
ments up to INR 305 crore.

Lucknow, July 4 (IANS): The Ut-
tar Pradesh Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes Commission has 
asked the Aligarh Muslim University 
(AMU) to explain why there is no 
provision for reservation in admis-
sion for the SC/ST community in the 
university.

Observing that the AMU is not 
a minority institution, the panel 
issued the notice to it, seeking a re-
sponse by August 8.

Talking to reporters in the state 
capital, Chairman of the panel and 
former DGP of state Brij Lal said that 
in the notice issued by him, he has 
asked the varsity officials to explain 
why the SC/ST people have been 
deprived of the reservation facilities 

when the Constitution mandates it.
“The Supreme Court has not yet 

passed any order in which AMU was 
prevented to provide reservation 
benefits. The AMU is like any other 
central university set up under a 
central Act and runs on its funds. It 
has to give due reservation to the SC/
ST,” he said.

Brij Lal also said that in case of 
the AMU authorities’ failure to re-
spond within the stipulated time, the 
Commission will, under its powers, 
issue summons in pursuance of its 
earlier notice. 

He also said that way back in 
1989, the University court had 
passed a resolution to provide 50 
per cent reservation to Muslims in 

admission and sent the same to the 
President, who is also the Visitor of 
the university.

The President in its reply had 
said providing 50 per cent reserva-
tion to Muslims is unconstitutional. 
The high court also termed it uncon-
stitutional and said that the AMU is 
not a minority institution.

“In light of the high court and the 
Supreme Court decisions, it is estab-
lished that AMU is not a minority 
institution,” Brij Lal said.

Bharatiya Janata Party leader and 
National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes Chairman Ramshankar Kath-
eria had on Tuesday asked the varsity 
officials to explain its stand on the 
reservations.

Amethi (UP), July 4 (PTI): 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi hit out at the Cen-
tre today, claiming that 
the much talked about 
bullet train project was 
like a “magic train” which 
may not materialise.

Targeting the Naren-
dra Modi led government 
at the Centre, Gandhi also 
said that despite an is-
sue like Doklam on the 
border, the prime minis-
ter was seen sitting on a 

swing with the Chinese 
president. 

“Modi’s bullet train is 
like a magic train which 
may not materialise in 
reality,” the Congress 
chief said speaking to 
party activists at Fursat-
ganj here.

Continuing his attack, 
Gandhi, who represents 
Amethi in the Lok Sab-
ha, also claimed that the 
Centre’s demonetisation 
decision had done noth-

ing but derail business 
activity at all levels.

Attacking the govern-
ment on the foreign policy 
front, Gandhi said despite 
a contentious and sensi-
tive issue like Doklam on 
the border, Prime Minis-
ter Modi sat on a swing 
with the Chinese presi-
dent.

Gandhi also visited 
Pure Dhingai village to 
condole the death of a 
farmer who allegedly died 

some time back while 
waiting for the sale of his 
crop at a government cen-
tre.

Today was his first day 
of a two-day visit to Am-
ethi.

Meanwhile, a party 
activist said very soon 
around 250 youth, active 
on social media, may be 
selected and trained by 
the Jawahar Lal Nehru 
Leadership Institute in 
the field of media. 

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI): A 
court here today reserved 
its order on Congress 
leader Shashi Tharoor’s 
anticipatory bail plea for 
tomorrow in a case related 
to his wife Sunanda Push-
kar’s death.

Special Judge Arvind 
Kumar reserved the judg-
ment after the Delhi Police 
opposed Tharoor’s antici-
patory bail plea, saying he 
might flee the country.

In his plea, Tharoor 
had submitted that the 
chargesheet in the case was 
filed and the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) had 
categorically stated that the 
probe was concluded and 
that his custodial interroga-
tion was not required.

The court had sum-
moned the Congress lead-
er as an accused in the 
case on June 5, asking him 
to appear before it on July 
7 and observing that there 
were sufficient grounds to 
proceed against him.

Pushkar was found 

New Delhi, July 4 (IANS): 
Controversial Islamic 
preacher Zakir Naik, want-
ed by Indian agencies on 
charges of inciting youths 
to take up terror activities, 
on Wednesday said he will 
not return to India unless 
he was assured fair pros-
ecution.

“The news of my com-
ing to India is totally base-
less and false. I have no 
plans to come to India till 
I don’t feel safe from unfair 
prosecution. 

When I feel that the 
government will be just 
and fair, I will surely re-
turn to my homeland,” the 
founder of NGO Islamic 
Research Foundation said 
in a statement.

The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) said it 
had no information about 
the return of the televan-
gelist to India. 

Naik is accused of 
spreading hatred by his 
provocative speeches, pro-
moting enmity between 
communities and funding 

terrorists.
Rumour about Naik’s 

return to India spread after 
a section of Indian news 
channels, quoting sources 
in the Malaysian govern-
ment, reported that the 
51-year-old could be de-
ported on Wednesday night.

Naik, who fled India 
on July 1, 2016 after ter-
rorists in Bangladesh said 
they were inspired by his 
speeches, is currently liv-
ing in Malaysia. 

In November 2016, 
the NIA registered a case 
against the televangelist 
under the Indian Penal 
Code and Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act. 
His Mumbai-based NGO 
Islamic Research Founda-
tion has been declared an 
unlawful association.

The preacher came 
under the lens of security 
agencies after some ter-
rorists, allegedly involved 
in the attack on a cafe in 
Dhaka in July 2016, report-
edly claimed they were 
inspired by his speeches. 

New Delhi, July 4 (PTI): How 
could a sapling replace a grown-
up tree, the Delhi High Court 
today asked while observing that 
felling over 16,500 trees to build 
multi-storey accommodation for 
proposed redevelopment of six 
South Delhi colonies was akin to 
leaving the city to die.

The high court prohibited the 
authorities from cutting down or 
taking away trees till July 26, the 
next date of hearing on a plea 
against felling of trees for housing 
projects and asked whether any 
environment impact assessment 
was carried out before initiating 
the work.

“If Delhi needs that they 
(buildings) be dismantled, they 
will be dismantled. You can’t leave 
the city to die like this,” a bench 
of Acting Chief Justice Gita Mittal 
and Justice C Hari Shankar said.

It also asked why everyone 
needs to be given space in the 
Lutyens’ Delhi when the peripher-
als of the national capital have so 
much of vacant land, and added 
“the mantra is decongestion”. The 
court said the authorities should 
develop colonies like Narela.

Taking note of a submission 

that Delhi was running out of 
ground water, the court asked 
the Centre and the city govern-
ment how they propose to water 
the saplings which are going to 
replace fully grown trees under 
the compensatory afforestation 
policy.

It also questioned the Centre 
on its redevelopment scheme, 
asking how permission was given 
to change a two-storeyed build-
ing, meant for two families, into 
an eight-storeyed building.

“What do you mean by rede-
velopment. This is your scheme. 
Replacing a two-storeyed building 
with an eight-floor building, this is 
what you call redevelopment,” the 
bench said. 

“From where do you get water 
for such eight-floor buildings? 
What amount of garbage will be 
generated? Where is parking and 
what about air pollution? You 
don’t apply you mind to plan-
ning,” the bench said.

The counsel, appearing for the 
National Buildings Construction 
Corporation (NBCC), tasked with 
redeveloping half a dozen south 
Delhi colonies, claimed that no 
garbage was going out of the con-

struction site.
The court was also of the opin-

ion that the construction was an 
impediment for ambulances and 
patients in reaching the two super 
speciality hospitals -- AIIMS and 
Safdarjung -- in the area.

“There will be traffic jam at 
the main gate of the colonies. Two 
major hospitals are at the inter-
section. How will people reach 
AIIMS and Safdarjung hospital? 
You must have done an Environ-
ment Impact Assessment. Show it 
to us,” it said.

It also sought to know the den-
sity of the area and said that after 
laying infrastructure including 
road, water, electricity, garbage 
system, macro-level planning is 
done.

The court asked the DDA to 
place before it all the schemes of 
redevelopment.

It said why everyone needs 
to be given space in the Lutyens’ 
Delhi when the peripherals of 
Delhi have so much of vacant 
land and added “the mantra is 
decongestion”.

The court granted time to 
Ministries of Environment and 
Forest and Housing, the Delhi 

government, NBCC, DDA, Delhi 
Jal Board, NDMC and other 
authorities to file their response 
on the petition which has sought 
setting aside of the terms of 
reference (ToR) and Environ-
mental Clearance (EC) granted 
to the housing project by the 
Environment Ministry, claiming 
it would lead to felling of over 
16,500 trees.

The bench also sought details 
as to how much space has been 
given for commercial activities.

The court said there was a need 
for the presence of experts related 
to these issues and appointed envi-
ronmentalist M C Mehta as amicus 
curiae in the matter.

Delhi government standing 
counsel told the court that the 
government has started the proc-
ess of revoking and reviewing the 
permission granted to cut trees for 
the projects.

The court was hearing a PIL by 
orthopaedic surgeon Dr Kaushal 
Kant Mishra against felling of trees 
for housing projects in six south 
Delhi colonies -- Sarojini Nagar, 
Naoroji Nagar, Netaji Nagar, Thya-
garaja Nagar, Mohammadpur and 
Kasturba Nagar.

Be the Geese

A flock of Geese occupy a road as a rickshaw puller tries to cross, in Guwahati on Wednesday, July 4, 
2018.

ficers equivalent to all 
India services was vested 
with the Lt. Governor. 

The power to transfer 
and post Grade I and II 
DASS employees, private 

secretaries and senior 
personal assistants was 
vested with the Chief Sec-
retary. 

A  Su p re m e  Co u r t 
Constitution Bench on 

Wednesday ruled in fa-
vour of the Arvind Kejri-
wal government saying 
the real powers of govern-
ance in Delhi rest with the 
elected representatives.

dead in a luxury hotel 
room in the city on the 
night of January 17, 2014.

Tharoor has been 
charged under sections 
498A (husband or his rela-
tive subjecting a woman 
to cruelty) and 306 (abet-
ment of suicide) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
but has not been arrested 
in the case.

The Delhi Police, in its 
chargesheet filed in the 

case on May 14, had ac-
cused Tharoor of abetting 
Pushkar’s suicide and told 
the court that he should 
be summoned as an ac-
cused in the case, claiming 
that there was sufficient 
evidence against him. 
In the nearly 3,000-page 
chargesheet, the police 
had named Tharoor as the 
only accused, while also 
alleging that he had sub-
jected his wife to cruelty.

New Delhi, July 4 (PTI): 
Gulf carrier Emirates has 
decided to discontinue 
serving ‘Hindu meal’ on its 
flights, saying Hindu cus-
tomers can choose from 
a variety of “regionally-
inspired vegetarian and 
special meals”.

The Dubai-based car-
rier operates a substantial 
number of flights to vari-
ous Indian cities.

“As part of our continu-
ous review of the products 
and services available to cus-
tomers, Emirates can con-
firm that it will discontinue 
the Hindu meal option.

The spokesperson said 
its Hindu customers can 

order in advance from a 
wide variety of regionally-
inspired vegetarian and 
special meals catering to 
specific dietary require-
ments in all classes of travel.

“Emirates also offers 
options of religious meals 
like Vegetarian Jain Meal, 
Indian Vegetarian Meal, 
Kosher meals and Non-
Beef non-vegetarian op-
tions as well,” the spokes-
person added.

The airline used to pro-
vide the option of ‘Non 
Vegetarian Hindu Meal’ 
for passengers who follow 
Hindu customs.

This meal is not veg-
etarian and prepared in 

Indian culinary style. It 
may contain lamb, chick-
en, fish, eggs, milk, dairy 
products, and cereals. It 
does not contain veal, beef 
or beef by-products, or raw 
or smoked fish, according 
to an earlier link to the 
airline’s website.

Now, the carrier offers 
Vegetarian Jain Meal, In-
dian Vegetarian Meal and 
Kosher Meal, among other 
options.

The airline has flights 
to Ahmedabad, Bengalu-
ru, Chennai, Delhi, Hy-
derabad, Mumbai, Kochi. 
Kolkata and Thiruvanan-
thapuram, according to its 
website.



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, July 5, 2018

Berlin, July 4 (PTI/AFP): German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel today warned 
US President Donald Trump against 
unleashing an all-out trade war after he 
threatened to impose steep tariffs on 
cars from the European Union. 

In a speech to the Bundestag federal 
parliament, Merkel said both sides were 
effectively locked in a “trade conflict” 
since Trump’s decision to slap punitive 
tariffs on steel and aluminium imports.

“It is worthwhile to prevent this con-
flict from becoming a real war,” she said, 
adding however that this “would require 
both sides” to take steps.

Trump on Sunday charged that 
Europe is “possibly as bad as China” on 
trade, as he reiterated that he is mulling 
import taxes of 20 percent on EU cars.

The EU has slapped tariffs on iconic 
US products including bourbon, jeans 
and Harley-Davidson motorcycles, as 
a symbolic tit-for-tat response to the 
metals duties.

Taking aim at Trump over his com-
plaint that the EU, and in particular 
economic powerhouse Germany, is 
running a massive trade surplus against 
the US, Merkel said that his calculation 
is skewed as it is based only on goods, 
not services.

“If you include services like the dig-
ital services, then you have a completely 
different trade balance sheet, with the 
US showing a surplus against the EU,” 
she noted.

“It is almost old-fashioned to only 
calculate goods and not include serv-
ices,” Merkel said.

Merkel has previously voiced back-
ing for a “digital tax” that would target 
multinationals like Amazon, Facebook 
or Google, which have come under fire 
for shifting earnings around Europe in 
order to pay lower taxes.

But the EU is divided over the pro-
posal, as countries including Luxem-
bourg and Ireland are loath to see US 

tech giants head for the exit.
With the US-EU trade row showing 

few signs of easing, European Commis-
sion President Jean-Claude Juncker is 
heading to Washington by the end of 
July to seek a way out of the conflict.

Relations between the US and other 
industrialised powers have turned in-
creasingly tense as Trump has pushed 
his “America First” stance with punish-
ing consequences for trading partners, 
irregardless of whether they are allies or 
adversaries.

Historically strong ties between 
Berlin and Washington have also taken 
a beating since the US leader repeatedly 
skewered Germany over its record trade 
surplus as well as its relatively small de-
fence spending.

Merkel acknowledged that Berlin 
has not been investing enough on 
defence, but stressed that it will push 
outlays to 1.5 per cent of gross domestic 
product by 2025.

Nevertheless, Berlin’s planned 
spending is still short of the NATO goal 
of 2 percent that Trump insists on.

And despite its 1.5 per cent pledge, 
its latest budget forecast for the coming 
years shows the proportion actually 
falling to 1.23 per cent in 2022 from 1.24 
per cent this year - something that could 
emerge as a point of contention when 
NATO leaders gather in Brussels next 
Wednesday and Thursday (July 11-12).

Merkel stressed however that “Ger-
many is a reliable partner in NATO”.

“We are the second biggest provider 
of troops, we are participating in several 
missions and Germany will remain a 
reliable partner of NATO,” she said.

Merkel said “wars are raging on 
our front door,” listing the Syrian war, 
Islamic State group militancy, unrest in 
Afghanistan and the conflict in Ukraine. 

“To not be prepared for defence of 
the alliance would be negligent,” she 
said.

Selayar, July 4 (PTI/AFP): Nearly 
three dozen people have died after 
a ferry ran aground off the coast 
of Indonesia, according to an up-
dated official toll today, the latest 
deadly maritime accident in the 
Southeast Asian archipelago. 

The KM Lestari was believed 
to be carrying nearly 190 people 
when damage to its hull forced 
the captain to ground the vessel 
on Tuesday afternoon about 300 
metres (yards) off Selayar island, 
near the larger island of Sulawesi. 

Images from the scene showed 
terrified passengers clinging to the 
side of the tipped over ferry, while 
others floated in the sea awaiting 
help. Waves swamped the boat’s 
deck, sweeping trucks and other 
vehicles on the ferry overboard, as 
rescuers battled high winds and 
rough seas to pluck victims from 

the water. 
Indonesia’s disaster agency 

said 34 people died in the accident 
while 155 passengers have been 
rescued, it added. A fleet of smaller 
boats, including local fishing ves-
sels, worked to save passengers as 
bad weather prevented larger craft 
from approaching the stricken fer-
ry, the transportation ministry said. 

It added that most passengers 
had been wearing life jackets. “The 
captain and ship owner were the 
last two people to get off the ship,” 
Agus H Purnomo, a director at the 
ministry of transportation, said in 
a statement. 

The 48-metre (158-foot) ves-
sel was sailing from Sulawesi to 
nearby Selayar island when strong 
winds and high waves caused 
damage to its portside hull and it 
began taking on water. 

The captain deliberately ran 
the boat aground close to shore 
in an effort to reduce casualties, 
the transportation ministry said. 
Authorities warned that the boat’s 
owner could face charges. 

“If the boat was found to be not 
seaworthy we will take firm action 
against the operator,” Transporta-
tion Minister Budi Karya Sumadi 
told reporters in Makassar, the 
capital of South Sulawesi. 

The ship was also carrying 
some 2 million worth of rupi-
ah currency destined for a bank 
branch on Selayar to pay local 
civil servants a bonus. The money 
was retrieved from the boat today, 
still neatly packed in seven gunny 
sacks. 

The deadly incident came on 
the same day authorities officially 
called off the search for more than 

160 people missing after another 
ferry sank on a volcanic lake in 
Sumatra two weeks ago. 

The vessel was believed to be 
operating illegally with no manifest 
and not enough life jackets when 
it disappeared into the depths of 
Lake Toba, a picturesque tourist 
spot. While some bodies have been 
recovered, many are believed to be 
trapped inside the sunken vessel 
at the bottom of one of the world’s 
deepest lakes, which plunges 500 
metres in spots. 

Deadly maritime accidents 
are not uncommon in Indonesia, 
where many people depend on 
boats to get around the 17,000 
island nation despite lax safety 
standards. More than 300 people 
are estimated to have drowned in 
2009 when a ferry sank between 
Sulawesi and Borneo islands. 

Washington, July 4 (IANS): 
US President Donald 
Trump’s  administra-
tion has rescinded seven 
Obama-era policy guide-
lines that called on univer-
sities to consider race as a 
factor in diversifying their 
campuses.

In a joint letter, the Edu-
cation and Justice Depart-
ments said on Tuesday 
that the guidelines “ad-
vocate policy preferences 
and positions beyond the 
requirements of the Con-
stitution”, reports The New 
York Times.

“The executive branch 
cannot circumvent Con-
gress or the courts by cre-
ating guidance that goes 
beyond the law and, in 
some instances, stays on 
the books for decades,” 
said Devin M. O’Malley, 
a Justice Department 
spokesman.

Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos wrote in a 
separate statement: “The 
Supreme Court has deter-
mined what affirmative 
action policies are consti-
tutional, and the court’s 
written decisions are the 
best guide for navigating 
this complex issue. 

“Schools should con-
tinue to offer equal op-
portunities for all students 
while abiding by the law.”

Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions said the guide-
lines, published by former 
President Barack Obama’s 
administration between 
2009 and 2016, were “un-
necessary, outdated, in-
consistent with existing 
law, or otherwise improp-
er”, reports Efe news.

He said his decision 
was based on an executive 
order that Trump signed in 
February 2017 and which 

required the creation of 
committees within govern-
ment agencies to identify, 
revoke or modify regula-
tions they considered un-
necessary.

The Supreme Court 
ruled in favour of affirma-
tive action in 2016, but it 
has been a controversial 
issue in the United States 
for decades.

The Trump administra-
tion’s move comes a few 
months before a court is 
expected to rule in October 
on a highly anticipated 
case which is pitting the 
Harvard University against 
Asian-American students.

The students have ac-
cused Harvard of system-
atically excluded some 
Asian-American applicants 
to maintain slots for stu-
dents of other races. 

Democrats and civil 
rights organisations de-
nounced the administra-
tion’s decisions. 

Representative Nancy 
Pelosi of California, the 
House Democratic leader, 
said the “rollback of vital af-
firmative action guidance 
offends our nation’s values” 
and called it “yet another 
clear Trump administra-
tion attack on communi-
ties of colour”.

Kuala Lumpur, July 4 (PTI/
AP): Former Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib Razak 
was charged in court to-
day with criminal breach of 
trust and corruption, two 
months after a multibillion-
dollar graft scandal at a state 
investment fund led to his 
shock election defeat. 

He pleaded not guilty to 
all charges. 

“I claim trial,” he said in 
a barely audible voice as he 
stood in the dock at the High 
Court in Kuala Lumpur. 

Prosecutors demanded 
4 million ringgit (nearly USD 
1 million) bail, but the judge 
set the amount at 1 mil-
lion ringgit in cash (USD 
250,000) and ordered Najib 
to surrender his two diplo-
matic passports.

The patrician and lux-
ury-loving Najib, wearing a 
suit and a red tie, appeared 
calm and smiled as he was 
escorted into the court com-
plex. 

He had been arrested 
yesterday by anti-graft offi-
cials over a suspicious trans-
fer of 42 million ringgit (USD 
10.4 million) into his bank 

accounts from SRC Inter-
national, a former unit of 
the 1MDB state investment 
fund that US investigators 
say was looted of billions by 
associates of Najib.

He was charged with 
abuse of power leading to 
gratification under Malay-
sia’s anti-corruption law 
and three counts of criminal 
breach of trust. Each charge 

has a maximum penalty of 
20 years in prison. Whipping 
is also a penalty but Najib 
would be exempt because 
of his age.

Najib, 64, has accused 

Malaysia’s new government 
of seeking “political venge-
ance.” 

In a recorded video post-
ed on social media hours 
after his arrest, Najib apolo-
gised to Malaysians but re-
mained defiant.

“As a normal human be-
ing, I am not perfect but 
believe me, that the accusa-
tions against me and my 
family are not all true,” he 
said.

New Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad reopened 
investigations into 1MDB 
that were stifled under Na-
jib’s rule.

Najib set up 1MDB when 
he took power in 2009 but 
the fund amassed billions in 
debts and is being investi-
gated in the US and several 
other countries.

He and his wife were 
questioned last month over 
the SRC case by the anti-
graft agency and have were 
barred from leaving the 
country. 

Police have also seized 
jewelry and valuables valued 
at more than 1.1 billion ring-
git (USD 272 million) from 

properties linked to Najib.
US investigators say 

USD 4.5 billion was stolen 
and laundered from 1MDB 
by Najib’s associates, includ-
ing some USD 700 million 
that landed in Najib’s bank 
account.

Najib’s  laywer Mu-
hammad Shafee Abdullah 
asked for the case to be 
expedited.

Najib “is anxious to 
clear his name,” he told the 
High Court. “We are pretty 
confident about this case.” 
Bridget Welsh, a Southeast 
Asia expert at John Cabot 
University in Rome, said 
Najib’s arrest was the “inevi-
table outcome” after he lost 
power.

“It shows the resolve of 
the new government to ad-
dress previous abuses of 
power. It has been done 
judiciously so far and speaks 
to a needed reckoning for 
Malaysia and a key step to-
ward a cleaner governance,” 
she said in an email. 

Malaysia’s new attorney 
general, Tommy Thomas, 
will head the prosecution in 
the case.

London, July 4 (PTI): Thousands 
of people have signed a petition to 
prevent the closure of one of the 
UK’s largest independent Hindu faith 
schools, the Swaminarayan School 
here. 

The Akshar Educational Trust, 
which runs the school set up in 1992, 
had announced its closure last month 
as part of plans to exit the education 
sector completely by July 2020. 

Parents of students associated 
with the school have now organised a 
campaign to save the “school of excel-
lence” from closure.

“In a letter to parents, a spokes-
person for the school blamed ‘in-
creasing regulatory requirements, 
difficulties in recruitment and reten-
tion of teachers, ready availability 
of free state-funded Hindu schools, 
and declining pupil numbers’ for the 
move. This is simply not true,” notes 
the Change.org petition, which has 
attracted nearly 3,500 signatures since 
last week.

“Sensitivity analysis of accounts 
by experts suggests that with restruc-
turing it is possible for school to run 
for the foreseeable future,” it notes.

The parents, who have coordinat-
ed into a save-the-school campaign, 
say that many Indian-origin families 

have moved, relocated and changed 
their way of life to enable their chil-
dren to get an education within the 
ethos and culture of Hinduism at the 
respected Swaminarayan School in 
Neasden, north-west London.

“Parents are more than happy to 
consider taking over the running of 
the school by appointing new teams 
who will give due consideration to the 
communities and families that are be-
ing disrupted by this announcement,” 
the parents said in a statement.

The school has been very popular 
within the large Indian-origin com-
munity based in the borough of Brent, 
many of whom are happy to pay the 
GBP 4,310 per-term fees to enrol 
their children. But the trust running 
it said that mounting pressures in 
recent years had hampered its ability 
to invest in the resources required to 
sustain the improvements needed in 
the school, both educationally and for 
its infrastructure.

The institution, opened by Pra-
mukh Swami Maharaj alongside the 
BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir to “pro-
mote Hindu and British culture and 
values and way of life”, has around 400 
pupils between the ages of three and 
18 currently on its rolls. 

The trustees had unveiled plans 

for closure in two phases in order to 
allow parents time to apply to other 
schools. However, parents are furious 
at the lack of consultation before the 
announcement was made.

“The school is not a business, 
where a decision like this can just be 
made and announced the team of 
governors and trustees just seem to 
have had enough and this is now the 
easiest option for them,” the parents 
said.

They have received the backing 
of Indian-origin Labour party MP, 
Seema Malhotra, who said she is “sad-
dened” by the news of the closure.

“The Swaminarayan School has a 
strong reputation and has been highly 
valued by parents and the commu-
nity. I hope that through discussions 
between parents, teachers, governors 
and trustees that a solution can be 
found and the school is able to stay 
open and continue to flourish,” she 
said. 

Under the UK’s educational sys-
tem, privately-run faith schools must 
follow a national curriculum but can 
have a particular religious character 
or formal links with a religious organi-
sation. They are allowed to have dif-
ferent admissions criteria and staffing 
policies from state-funded schools.

Islamabad, July 4 (IANS): The Paki-
stan Supreme Court on Wednesday 
sought details of the assets of former 
Presidents Pervez Musharraf and Asif 
Ali Zardari while hearing a case on the 
recovery of losses incurred because 
of the National Reconciliation Ordi-
nance (NRO) issued in 2007.

The NRO was issued by Musharraf 
on October 5, 2007. Under the ordi-

nance, cases against politicians were 
removed, paving the way for many of 
their return to country, reports Dawn 
online. Chief Justice Saqib Nisar also 
ordered former Attorney General 
Malik Qayyum to provide details of 
his assets.  “I have a thousand people 
in mind who we have to get all (assets) 
details from,” Nisar said.

The court ordered that all re-

spondents should declare their prop-
erties held abroad as well as foreign 
accounts and any offshore companies 
they own in affidavits submitted to 
the court.

Nisar also asked the respondents 
to submit details of assets held by 
their family members. 

Musharraf was given two weeks to 
submit his reply in the case.

Vienna, July 4 (IANS): Irani-
an President Hassan Rou-
hani on Wednesday reiter-
ated his country’s intention 
on sticking to the Iranian 
nuclear deal despite the 
withdrawal by the US.

Rouhani made the 
comments during a state 
visit to Vienna, where he 
was welcomed with mili-
tary honours and greeted 
by his Austrian counterpart 
Alexander Van der Bellen, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported. “What the Ameri-
cans have done was against 
all agreements, against 
peace and against stability.

“Not the US, not any 
other country would ben-
efit from this decision,” said 

Rouhani who was in Vienna 
on Wednesday on his sec-
ond leg of his European 
tour, which also brought 
him to Switzerland. 

T h e  a g re e m e n t  i s 
designed to oppose the 
proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, he said, and was 
unanimously backed by 
the United Nations Security 
Council, and has continued 
support from the European 
Union including Austria.

Van der Bellen said in 
Austria’s view the agree-
ment made in Vienna three 
years ago is a “key element” 
in the non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons.

As host country to nu-
clear-related talks, Austria 

is also “particularly obli-
gated” to see the process 
through, he said, adding 
that should Tehran hold 
its side of the agreement, 
Austria will support con-
tinuation of the deal.

As the US is reinstating 
sanctions on Iran, Rouhani 
is trying to seek supports 
from EU countries to se-
cure Tehran’s interests un-
der the nuclear deal.

Rouhani also discussed 
other issues in the Middle 
East region with Austrian 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz.

Iran signed the land-
mark nuclear deal (Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action) with the US, Britain, 
France, Russia and China 

plus Germany in 2015 to 
halt its nuclear weapons 
programme in exchange 
for sanctions relief.

However, US President 
Donald Trump decided on 
May 8 to quit the Iranian 
nuclear deal and vowed 
to re-impose sanctions, 
including oil embargo, on 
Tehran, on grounds that the 
deal had failed to prevent 
Iran from developing nu-
clear weapons or support-
ing terrorism in the region. 

Immediately after 
Trump’s announcement, 
many countries con-
demned the move as they 
said it threatens regional 
peace and pushes the re-
gion to the edge of war. 

Manila, July 4 (IANS): A second Philippines town 
mayor has been shot dead by an unknown assail-
ant, a day after another mayor was assassinated by 
a sniper in a brazen daylight attack, police said on 
Wednesday.

Mayor Ferdinand Bote of the town of General 
Tinio in Nueva Ecija province was gunned down by 
a motorcycle-riding suspect in nearby Cabanatuan 
City on Tuesday afternoon, the police told CNN 
Philippines.

Bote was struck multiple times while riding in 
his SUV.

He was declared dead on arrival at a hospital 
and an investigation has been launched.

“We assure everyone that we would discharge 
the state obligation for every murder. We will spare 
no effort in getting to the bottom of this latest 
violent crime,” presidential spokesperson Harry 
Roque said.

The killing comes just over 24 hours after 
Tanauan City Mayor Antonio Halili was killed by 
a single shot to the chest while attending a flag-
raising ceremony.

Halili was a controversial ally of President Rod-
rigo Duterte who gained notoriety for his policy of 
parading people arrested for drug offences, reports 
CNN.

It was revealed on Monday that Halili had 
been stripped of his authority over local police in 
October 2017 on an order from the Department of 
Interior, according to Police Chief Superintendent 
Renato Mercado. 

It remains unclear if the two deaths are linked.
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Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, center, arrives at a court house in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Wednesday, July 4, 2018. Najib arrived at a Kuala Lumpur courthouse Wednesday to face charges stemming 
from a corruption investigation, two months after the scandal led to his shock election defeat.
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Justin Timberlake releases 
new single ‘SoulMate’
Singer Justin Timberlake has released his latest single “Soul-
Mate”. The “Suit and Tie” hitmaker posted the official audio on 
YouTube, with “Summer starts now” as the video description. 
He also took to Twitter to share the song’s album art.  “Soul-
Mate” is Timberlake’s first new release since his album ‘Man 
of the Woods’ which came out in February.  The 37-year-old 
singer is currently on the album tour, which will continue till 
January 2019. (PTI)

B
ollywood actor 
Sonali Bendre 
Behl today 
revealed she has 
been diagnosed 

with “high grade” cancer 
and is currently undergo-
ing treatment in New York.

The 43-year-old actor 
called the diagnosis a “cur-
veball” but said her family 
and close friends have ral-
lied around her and they 
remain “optimistic” in this 
difficult time.

“Sometimes, when you 
least expect it, life throws 
you a curveball. I have re-
cently been diagnosed with 
a high grade cancer that 
has metastised, which we 
frankly did not see coming. 
A niggling pain led to some 
tests, which led to this 
unexpected diagnosis. 

“My family and close 
friends have rallied around 
me, providing the best 
support system that any-
one can ask for. I am very 
blessed and thankful for 
each of them,” Sonali said 
in a statement.

The actor, the latest 
Bollywood celebrity to be 
diagnosed with cancer af-
ter Irrfan Khan, said she is 
taking the battle head on.

“There is no better way 
to tackle this, than to take 

swift and immediate ac-
tion. And so, as advised by 
my doctors, I am currently 
undergoing a course of 
treatment in New York. We 
remain optimistic and I am 
determined to fight every 
step of the way... I’m taking 
this battle head on, know-
ing I have the strength 
of my family and friends 
behind me,” she added.

She has not revealed 
the type of cancer she is 
suffering from but thanked 
family and friends for the 
“immense outpouring of 
love and support”.

Bendre, best known for 
her role in ‘90s movies such 
as “Sarfarosh”, “Diljale” and 
“Duplicate”, is married to 
filmmaker Goldie Behl. The 
couple has a 13-year-old 
son, Ranveer.

The actor, who has 
been more active on televi-
sion in the past decade, 
recently left her judging 
chair at reality TV show 
“India’s Best Dramebaaz”. 
She has been replaced by 
Huma Qureshi. 

Reacting to the news, 
actor Reteish Deshmukh 
said, “Deeply saddened 
and shaken by this news. 
Praying for your speedy 
recovery and good health.” 

PTI 

T
wo local musicians, Muno 
Shiu and Angeu have 
released a new song ‘Cham-
pion’.

An update mentioned 
that Muno Shiu after successfully 
releasing six originals is now back with 
the release of ‘Champion’ with Angeu. 

The duet is said to be a song with a 
message on one should live with faith 
because there is nothing impossible, 
even the darkness night will end and 
the sun will rise up you only fail when 

you stop trying so it is said never give 
up on what you really want to do and 
one day you are going to be a cham-
pion. 

The song is said to be composed 
by Muno Shiu  and  Angeu, mixed and 
recorded at Jam Studio 11, music by 
Temjen Jamir and graphic design by 
the Right City Art

For the music lovers, the song 
is said to be available at Indihut, 
Songdew, Reverbnation, Soundcloud.

EMN

I
an Gillan says it’s now “too late” 
for Ritchie Blackmore to appear 
again onstage with Deep Purple.

Blackmore left the band for 
the final time in 1993 but re-

ported last summer that he was open 
to the idea of playing one more show 
with Purple “for old times” but admit-
ted it was unlikely to happen.

And in a recent interview, the sub-
ject again arose – but Gillan ruled out 
the possibility.

He tells Radio Rock: “Let me give 
you an example. Say you were di-
vorced and there was acrimony and 
difficulty and lots of relatives and chil-
dren were affected, and life went on. 

 “Then you got married again and 
someone says, ‘We want you to get 
together with your old wife, and your 
new wife, all together, and we’re going 
to have a wonderful time.’ Can you 
imagine how difficult that is in human 
terms? 

 “Now, I understand that we’re 
professionals and we have a kind of 
responsibility, but to be honest, we 
have never considered the commercial 
aspects or the fans’ aspects or any of 
those things when we make decisions, 
because what we always do is what is 
most natural and follow our passion 
and hope that the audience will like 
it.”

Gillan adds: “Everyone knows the 
history. Purple was on the downslope 
when Ritchie left, and with Steve 
Morse, we got back on the upslope 
again. 

“So it would be, in the great-
est scheme of things, impossible to 
do that. And I think it’s going to be 
increasingly difficult as the years go by, 
because no one has much interest in 
that sort of thing.”

Gillan reports he and the band’s 
relationship with Blackmore is cordial, 
saying: “We have no great passion or 
dislike for Ritchie – we’re 
actually exchanging 
communications 
and ideas through 
our offices, so 
there’s no nasty 
feelings left. But 
I think it’s too 
late. We’re think-
ing about the end 
now. 

 “The other thing 
is it would just open the 
damn gates and all this 
whole damn thing would 
start all over again just 
when we put it to bed.

 “As far as I know, 
everybody in the band 
would think that was 

a bad idea. Let’s just let it rest. Let’s 
just wish Ritchie well, and do what 
he does, and we’ll do what we 
do. Things are going along very 
nicely now.”

He continues: ”We’re so 
close to the end now – within 
a year or two, three, four. 
Who knows? But it’s close. 
And I think probably, as Ian 
Paice said, we’re happy now. 
It stopped raining. The sun’s 
shining. Let’s enjoy it.”

Deep Purple are currently 
on The Long Goodbye tour in 
support of their latest album 
Infinite, which was released last 
year.

Louder-
sound.
com

S
carlett Johansson has 
been criticised for 
playing a transgen-
der in her new film. 
However the actress-

singer refused to comment on 
the reaction.

The actress is set to star 
in the upcoming film “Rub & 
Tug” which tells the story of a 
transgender man, Dante ‘Tex’ 
Gill, who owned a massage 
parlour in Pittsburgh’s un-
derground sex industry in the 

1970s, according to Vice News, 
reports people.com

In a statement obtained by 
Bustle, the actress said via 

her representa-
tive that 

“Tell 
them 

(trollers) they can be directed to Jef-
frey Tambor, Jared Leto, and Felicity 
Huffman’s representatives for com-
ment.”

Johansson, 33, has been one of 
the world’s highest paid actresses 
from 2014-2016. She has acted in 
popular films like “Just not into you”, 
“Under this skin”, and “Hitchcock”.

Her choice of playing a trans-
gender man in her new film has left 
people criticising her on Twitter.

IANS

Sonali Bendre Behl diagnosed 
with ‘high grade’ cancer

Muno Shiu and Angeu 
release new track ‘Champion’

TickeT raTeS
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Escape Plan 2 (eng)

11 am, 2pm 8 pm: 
Sanju (hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Deep Purple’s Ian Gillan: It’s ‘too late’ for Blackmore reunion

JK Rowling calls out Donald Trump over typos

Scarlett Johansson’s ‘transgender’ 
character criticised on social media

A
uthor JK Rowling took 
potshots at US President 
Donald Trump for mak-
ing a grammatical error 
in a tweet while boasting 

about his writing ability. 
Trump in a tweet, hailed himself 

as “best selling” author. 
“After having written many best 

selling books, and somewhat prid-
ing myself on my ability to write, 
it should be noted that the Fake 
News constantly likes to pour over 
my tweets looking for a mistake. 
I capitalize certain words only for 
emphasis, not b/c they should 
be capitalized! (sic)” Trump 
had tweeted.

Rowling, author of the 
wildly popular Harry 
Potter series, pointed 
out that Trump should 
have written “pore 
over” rather than 
“pour over”. 

After posting 
multiple tweets 
reading ‘hahaha’ 
in repetition, 
Rowling called 
out Trump’s 
error, and 
gave him an 
appropri-

ately misspelled title. 
“Seriously, @realDonaldTrump 

is the Gratest Writer on earth,” the 
author tweeted.

‘Pore over’ and ‘pour over’ are 
homo- phones, 
mean- ing that 
they sound 
the same 
but have 

dif-
fer-
ent 

meanings.
Trump soon deleted his original 

tweet and posted a corrected ver-
sion.

Dictionary Merriam-Webster’s 
Twitter account also pointed out the 
error in a tweet calling out Trump’s 
grammar. Hollywood writer James 
Gunn and TV host Jimmy Kimmel 
also called out the president.

Rowling has often criticised 
Trump on Twitter in the past, once 
writing “Voldemort was nowhere 
near as bad” when a publication 
compared Trump to the Dark Lord. 

Voldemort, also known as He 
Who Must Not Be Named, is the 
main villain in the Potter series. 

Trump has frequently mis-
spelled words and even inspired 
a worldwide meme when a tweet 
mentioned ‘covfefe’, a word whose 
meaning is unknown.

PTI
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Kylian Mbappé

Venus Williams plays a forehand to Alexandra Dulgheru during their match in London on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

India’s KL Rahul celebrates scoring his century during the Twenty20 
cricket match against England at Old Trafford cricket ground in 
Manchester, England on Tuesday, July 3.

AP/PTI

England goalkeeper Jordan Pickford saves a penalty during the round-of-16 match against Colombia at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Spartak 
Stadium, in Moscow, Russia on Tuesday, July 3. 

EM Images

Players of Mount Sinai HSS (yellow) and St Paul Phesama vying for the ball during the last quarter-final match 
of the ongoing 2nd Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament in Kohima.

England pip Colombia on penalties 
to enter FIFA World cup quarters

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament
Loyola School and Mount Sinai enter Pool A final

Ronaldo has received 
offer to sign for Juventus — 
Source

Rahul, Kuldeep architect India’s 8-wkt win in first T20I

Wimbledon: Venus rolls over 
qualifier after slow start

Real Madrid deny links to 
France star forward Mbappé

Moscow, July 4 (IANS): Eng-
land survived a penalty 
shootout for the first time 
in their FIFA World Cup 
history as they overcame 
a combative Colombian 
team with a 4-3 (1-1) vic-
tory on penalties here on 
Tuesday to set-up a quar-
ter-final against Sweden.

Harry Kane marked his 
sixth goal of the tourna-
ment as he converted a 
penalty to give England 
the lead in the 57th minute 
but Colombia bagged their 
equaliser in the third min-
ute of the injury time when 
Yerry Mina headed into the 
net from a corner, taking 
the game to extra time.

With no goal scored in 
the extra time, the match 
was decided via penalty 
shootout, where England 
prevailed, with Carlos Bac-
ca and Mateus Uribe failing 
to convert for Colombia. 
Jordan Hendersen missed 
out for England but Kane, 
Marcus Rashford, Kieran 
Trippier and Eric Dier one 
after other.

The win takes England 
to the last eight stage for the 
first time in 12 years and for 
a place in the semi-finals 
after a gap of 28 years, they 
will battle Sweden, who 
beat Switzerland earlier in 
the day.

Gareth Southgate-
coached played with free-
dom since the first begin-
ning and when the tense 
moment of penalty shoot-
out took place, they dealt 
it with coolness, unlike the 
English teams of the past in 
1990, 1998 and 2006 when 
they suffocated at penalty 
shootouts.

Southgate fielded the 

same starting lineup as the 
side’s opener against Tuni-
sia in the group phase, play-
ing a 3-5-2 formation. In the 
Colombian side, largely to 
fans’ disappointment, star 
playmaker James Rodriguez 
wasn’t among the start-
ers due to an injury. They 
played a 4-3-2-1 formation.

England launched fast 
attacks and created a few 
threats through some ear-
ly set pieces which were 
largely blocked by the Co-
lombian side. Inside the 10 
minutes, a free-kick posi-
tion just inide the box on the 
lft-hand side was tempting 

but Colombian goalkeeper 
David Ospina was alert.

The first real chance 
for England came in the 
16th minute, when cap-
tain Kane, receiving a Ki-
eran Trippier cross from the 
right, strained hi neck to 
head towards a half-empty 
net, but the ball went over 
the bar.

In the 39th minute, 
Kane was brought down 
and England was awarded a 
free kick, but Trippier kicked 
the ball wide.

Meanwhile, Colombia’s 
attempts to launch counter 
attacks were also in vain in 

front of England’s defense, 
though having come out 
unscathed from early pres-
sure exerted by the Europe-
ans, they had their time of 
ball possession.

In the injury time, Co-
lombia made a threat with a 
Juan Quintero shot, but the 
ball bounced and keeper 
Jordan Pickford of England 
held it fast.

Nine minutes into the 
second half, Carlos Sanchez 
fouled Kane inside the box 
while defending a corner, 
leading to a penalty. Kane 
stepped up and shot down 
the middle as Ospina dived 

to his right, failing to block 
the penalty.

England continued with 
the momentum as in the 
63rd minute, Trippier curled 
in a fine cross which was 
met by Alli with a header 
from a difficult angle on the 
left but it went over the bar.

The European team un-
successfully appealed for 
a penalty after Sterling led 
a counter-attack and side-
passed to the right where 
Lingaard raced inside the 
box and was brought down 
by his Tottenham club-mate 
Davinson Sanchez in the 
76th minute.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 4 (EMN): 
Loyola Higher Second-
ary School, Jakhama and 
Mount Sinai Higher Sec-
ondary School booked 
their semi-final berth after 
winning their respective 
quarter-final matches at 
the ongoing 2nd Kohima 
District Inter-School Foot-
ball Tournament at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Wednesday.

With the win, Loyola 
will take on Mount Sinai 
in the Pool A final on Fri-
day. After the Pool Finals, 
the winner of Pool-A will 
compete with the loser 
of Pool-B and the loser of 
Pool-A will compete with 
the winner of Pool-B in 
their respective semi-final 
matches.

LHSS Jakhama regis-
tered an easy win 3-0 over 
Don Bosco HSS in the 
first quarterfinal match. 
With the win, Loyala will 
be one of the favourite 
team to progress into the 
final match. So far in three 
matches, they have score 13 
goals with Vinongol Luho 

Colombia made cou-
ple of attacking substitui-
ons and pressed high and 
sensed a perfect oppor-
tunity when Carlos Bacca 
snatched a ball away from 
Walker near the half-way 
line on the left andpased 
it to Cudrado on the right-
hand side. The latter blazed 
the ball outside the right 
bar from 18 yards.

Colombia’s moment 
to pull level came in the 
injury time when Mateus 
Uribe fired in a magnificent 
shot from over 25 yards 
and keeper Pickford flung 
himself across goal to make 
a superb finger-tip save, 
resulting in a corner. From 
the right, Cuadrado de-
livered a perfect corner as 
Mina jumped high to head 
it past the English defence 
at the left post to take the 
game to the extra time.

The 30 minutes of ex-
tra time saw both teams 
dropping their intensity 
and involving with some 
heated arguments –which 
were also seen in the first 
90 minutes. 

As the 30 minutes of 
extra time yielded no goal, 
penalty shootout began. 
Radamel Falco, Cuadrado 
and Luis Muriel scored 
the first three attempts 
for Colombia, while Eng-
land’s third attmept, from 
Hendersen was saved by 
Ospina, giving the South 
Americans a 3-2 lead.

Uribe was denied by the 
cross-bar, while Trippier 
levelled 3-3 for England. 
Bacca had his spot-kick 
saved by Pickford, while 
Dier converted England’s 
fifth attempt to give his side 
a 4-3 win.

Madrid, July 4 (Reuters): 
Cristiano Ronaldo has re-
ceived an offer to leave 
Real Madrid and join Ital-
ian champions Juventus, a 
source close to the player 
told Reuters on Wednesday.

Ronaldo, who joined 
Real from Manchester 
United in 2008 for a then 
world record 80 million 
pounds ($105.65 million), is 
the Spanish club’s all-time 
top scorer with 451 goals 
in all competitions and has 
won two La Liga titles and 
four Champions League 
trophies with them.

Despite the glut of 
silverware, however, the 
five-times world player of 
the year has had frequent 
fallouts with Real and has 
declared on several occa-
sions that he wants to leave 
the club.

Moments after lifting a 
third consecutive Cham-
pions League trophy by 
beating Liverpool 3-1 in the 
final on May 26, Ronaldo 
appeared to suggest he had 
already decided to leave 
Real, telling a television re-
porter on the pitch at Kiev’s 
NSC Olympic Stadium: “It 
was beautiful to play for 
Real Madrid.”

Ronaldo, 33, appeared 
to backtrack on that state-
ment during Real’s celebra-
tion parade through the 
Spanish capital the next 
day, when he told a mass of 
supporters: “See you next 
season.”

The Portugal forward 
was reported to be on the 
verge of leaving last June 
after a news story appeared 
in Portuguese newspaper 
Record declaring he was 
unhappy with the club.

He also caused a stir 

leading the goal tally with 
five goals, and Keduhoto 
Zao in second with three 
goals.

In a one sided match, 
LHSS took the early lead 
through Keduhoto in the 
5th minute. Don Bosco 
on defensive side was on 
counter attack but failed to 
breach the defensive line as 

LHSS goalkeeper was kept 
quiet in the first half.

Don Bosco started 
brightly in the second half, 
but it was an own goal in the 
58 minute that put much 
pressure for the team to 
find their rhythm back.  In 
the making, the DBHSS 
goalkeeper’s Bunty kick was 
deflected by its own de-

fender into back of the net 
to hand the second goal for 
Loyola team.

Kiren Thasusow round-
ed up the game as he scored 
the third goal in the 68th 
minute to end the match in 
favour of LHSS.

In the second match, 
Mount Sinai HSS escaped 
a narrow defeat after Toshi-

Madrid, July 4 (IANS): 
Record European foot-
ball champions Real Ma-
drid released a statement 
Wednesday to categorical-
ly deny they are interested 
in signing emerging France 
star Kylian Mbappé.

In an unusual effort 
to quell rumours linking 
the La Liga giants with the 
Paris-Saint Germain star, 
Madrid said they lamented 
the unverified information 
circulating in the sporting 
media, reports Efe.

Earlier, according to a 
French media report, Real 
Madrid are considering 
a world record bid of 272 
million euros ($316.8 mil-
lion) to buy the 19-year-
old.

“Given the information 
published in the last few 
hours regarding an alleged 
agreement between Real 
Madrid C.F. and PSG for 

London, July 4 (Reuters): Five-times Wim-
bledon champion Venus Williams dropped 
her opening service game and lost the first 
set before finding her rhythm to beat quali-
fier Alexandra Dulgheru 4-6 6-0 6-1 in the 
second round on Wednesday.

The 38-year-old American brought her 
experience to bear from the second set to 
seal a comfortable win in her first meeting 
with the Romanian.

“It’s just credit to her, she played very 
well and took advantage, you have to 
at these championships,” Venus said of 
Dulgheru’s first-set performance.

“It’s not easy to play someone you 
haven’t played, and I’m sure she’s seen me 
play a lot, so she was extremely competi-
tive,” she added.

Dulgheru, world number 141, came out 
fighting in the deciding set, won her serve 
and had two break points for the second 
game, only for Venus to save both and hold.

Asked about her improved perfor-
mance from the second set and whether it 
confirmed her form as she seeks a second 
consecutive final and sixth title, she said: 
“It’s just about winning a match, whether 
it’s your best (tennis) or not doesn’t matter.”

Manchester, July 4 (IANS): 
Riding on a flashy unbeaten 
century from Lokesh Rahul 
and chinaman Kuldeep Ya-
dav’s maiden T20 Interna-
tional fifer, India outclassed 
England by eight wickets in 
the opening match and go 
1-0 up in the three-match 
rubber at the Old Trafford 
cricket stadium here on 
Tuesday.

Rahul struck a breezy 
54-ball 101, laced with 10 
fours and five sixes to an-
chor India’s run chase that 
saw him forge a masterly 
123-run second wicket 
stand with opener Rohit 
Sharma (32 off 30).

Chasing 160, India 
quickly overcame the early 
loss of opener Shikhar Dha-
wan (4) as the right-handed 
duo of Rahul and Rohit 
helped the visitors race to 
50 in the first five overs.

Rahul continued his 
glorious run with the bat, 
dominating the partner-
ship with Rohit, who un-

songzung’s goal in the sec-
ond half secured a victory 
over St Paul Phesama.

In the heated encoun-
ter, Mount Sinai took the 
lead through Moses Marak 
in the 17th minute af-
ter Dougunlal Lhouvum 
latched on to a pass into 
the box for Marak to score. 
The goal was then cut 
short within five minutes 
after Mhasineizo scored 
the equaliser through a 
stunning free kick. The first 
half ended 1-1.

T h e  s e c o n d  h a l f , 
Mount Sinai looking for a 
winning goal wasted nu-
merous efforts but it was 
all Toshisongzung’s goal 
which he scored through 
a curling kick outside the 
box in the the 56th minute 
that handed victory for 
Mount Sinai. The match 
ended 2-1 in favour of 
Mount Sinai HSS.

Thursday’s quarter final 
matches

1st match: St. Mary’s 
Cathedral vs Chandmari 

HSS at 1 pm
2nd match: Northfield vs 
G. Rio School at 2:40 pm

in 2012 when he declared 
in a post-match interview 
after a game with Granada: 
“I’m sad and the club know 
why.”

S p a n i s h  n e w s p a -
per Marca suggested on 
Wednesday that Ronaldo 
is unhappy at Real because 
they are searching for a 
successor to him and presi-
dent Florentino Perez has 
publicly courted Paris St 
Germain forward Neymar, 
urging the Brazilian last 
year to come to Madrid if 
he wants to win the pres-
tigious Ballon d’Or award.

Ronaldo scored two 
goals against Juventus in 
Real’s 4-1 win in the 2017 
Champions League and 
struck a jaw-dropping 
bicycle kick against the 
Italians in a 3-0 win in a 
quarter-final first leg game 
in Turin which prompted 
Juve supporters to give him 
a standing ovation.

The Portuguese con-
verted a stoppage-time 
penalty in the second leg 
to knock the Italians out 
4-3 on aggregate. Ronaldo 
had an explosive start to the 
2018 World Cup by scoring 
a hat-trick in his side’s 3-3 
draw with Spain and he 
hit the winning goal in a 
1-0 win over Morocco. He 
missed a penalty in a 1-1 
draw with Iran and failed to 
score in his side’s 2-1 defeat 
by Uruguay in the last 16.

characteristically played the 
perfect second fiddle to the 
Karnataka youngster.

Rahul started the on-
slaught right from the word 
go before meting out some 
special treatment to off-
spinner Moeen Ali, whom 

he welcomed with a superb 
reverse sweep that yielded 
a boundary and followed 
up with a massive six over 
long on.

The right-hander then 
picked the leg-spinner Adil 
Rashid for a boundary to 

third man to get to his half 
century off just 27 balls, be-
fore launching Liam Plun-
kett for two sixes and as 
many fours to milk 20 runs 
from the paceman .

With India comfort-
ably placed at 103/1 mid-
way through the innings, 
Rohit too stepped up the 
gas by launching Rashid 
for a towering six over mid 
wicket before falling to the 
same bowler. Rohit’s de-
parture brought in skipper 
Virat Kohli (20 not out off 
22 balls), who was seven 
shy of becoming the fourth 
batsman to notch 2000 T20I 
runs.

Kohli, not only got to the 
landmark but also ensured 
Rahul get to his deserving 
second T20I century with 
a single before the skipper 
finished off in style with 
a thunderous six off Ali to 
guide India home.

Earlier, England had 
themselves to blame for 
wasting a sound 50-run 

opening start from Jason 
Roy (30) and Jos Buttler 
(69) as Kuldeep (5/24) trig-
gered a collapse that saw 
Alex Hales (8), Eoin Morgan 
(7), Jonny Bairstow (0) and 
Joe Root (0) departing in 
quick succession -- the lat-
ter three in a span of four 
deliveries.

Buttler, however contin-
ued tormenting the Indians 
with a 46-ball knock laced 
with eight fours and a cou-
ple of sixes before becom-
ing Kuldeep’s fifth victim, 
thanks to a brilliant catch by 
Kohli after Rahul dropped 
him one ball earlier.

Towards the end, lower 
order bat David Willey’s 
unbeaten 29 off 15 balls 
helped England to some 
sort of respectability.

Brief Scores: England 
159/8 (Jos Buttler 69, Jason 
Roy 30; Kuldeep Yadav 5/24) 
lose to India 163/2 (Lokesh 
Rahul 101 not out, Rohit 
Sharma 32, Virat Kohli 20 
not out) by 8 wickets.

the player Kylian Mbappé, 
Real Madrid would like to 
state that it is completely 
false,” read the statement. 

The 19-year-old former 
AS Monaco star has shined 
at the FIFA World Cup in 
Russia so far, scoring two 
goals and creating chance 
after chance in France’s 4-3 
romp over Argentina.

T h i s  c o m m u n i q u e 
from Real Madrid comes 
just two days after the club 
publicly denied a story on 
Spanish national TV net-
work RTVE that said they 
had signed Brazilian star 
Neymar, also from PSG, 
publishing a statement 
saying the information was 
“absolutely untrue”.
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Edinson Cavani

Sven Goran Eriksson

Neymar should concentrate on his game in the FIFA World Cup 2018, according to Germany legend Lothar 
Matthaeus.

Radamel Falcao

Falcao slams refereeing in 
Colombia-England match

Brazil's Neymar should drop the 
injury act — Lothar Matthaeus

Sweden will knock England out of World Cup, feels Eriksson

Cavani's potential absence a big blow for Uruguay — Matuidi

Top scorers meet best defence in Brazil v Belgium clash

World Cup big guns primed for last-eight battles

Moscow, July 4 (IANS): Co-
lombian striker Radamel 
Falcao said he and his team-
mates were exiting the 2018 
World Cup in Russia with 
a bad taste in their mouth 
because of the refereeing 
during their round-of-16 
match versus England.

"We're leaving with a 
bad taste, but Colombia 
will come back stronger," 
he said on one of the of-
ficial World Cup television 
stations after Colombia lost 
4-3 Tuesday night in a pen-
alty shootout at the Spartak 
Stadium here.

In subsequent state-
ments to the media, Falcao 
was very critical of Ameri-
can referee Mark Geiger, 
reports EFE news agency.

"I thought it was strange 
that they put an American 
referee in for this game," 

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

FRANCE

BELGIUM

ENGLAND

URUGUAY

BRAZIL

SWEDEN

RUSSIA CROATIA

FRIDAY, JULY 6, 7:30 PM

11:30 PM

SATURDAY, JULY 7, 7:30 PM

11:30 PM

QUARTER-FINAL MATCHES

Falcao said. He added that 
the fact he only spoke Eng-
lish created doubts and 
claimed that there was a 
"certain bias".

"Through ticky-tack 

fouls, we were pushed back 
to our goal. It was clear that 
whenever there was a doubt 
he always sided with Eng-
land. That's a disgrace," 
the 32-year-old AS Monaco 

Moscow, July 4 (Reuters): 
Brazil winger Neymar is 
a world class footballer 
who does not need to ex-
aggerate when his is fouled 
because it does not earn 
him any sympathy with 
the fans, former Germany 
captain and World Cup 
winner Lothar Matthaeus 
said on Wednesday. Ney-
mar, who has scored twice 
so far to help Brazil into the 
World Cup quarter-finals 
in Russia where they will 
face Belgium on Friday, has 
been sharply criticized for a 
string of exaggerated reac-
tions when clashing with 
an opponent.

"Neymar does not need 
it. He is an excellent player, 

one of the five best players 
in the world," the 57-year-
old Matthaeus, who won 
the 1990 world Cup with 
West Germany, told report-
ers. "Why does he need the 
acting?

"It does not bring him 
sympathy. (1986 World Cup 
winner) Diego Maradona 
was not acting, (Argentina 
captain) Lionel Messi is 
not acting. We need play-
ers like Neymar but not the 
acting."

Matthaeus said it was 
up to referees to put a stop 
to it, adding that during his 
playing days Colombia's 
Carlos Valderrama was one 
such culprit but now there 
were just too many.

"I remember Colombia 
(against England on Tues-
day) how they were acting," 
he said. England beat Co-
lombia 4-3 on penalties in 
a bad-tempered game that 
was almost constantly in-
terrupted with referee Mark 
Geiger booking six Colom-
bians and two English play-
ers. "In the 1990s they had 
one Carlos Valderrama, 
now Colombia have six. I 
don't like this provocation 
and acting and I cannot 
understand why a player 
likes to cheat. With video 
assistant referees (VAR) this 
should not be possible."

Matthaeus also blamed 
Geiger for not punishing 
players for it.

star said.
In a game-changing 

play early in the second 
half, English star Harry Kane 
was dragged to the ground 
by Colombia's Carlos San-
chez in the penalty box on a 
corner kick.

The Colombian players 
furiously protested the call 
to Geiger, but Kane was 
awarded a penalty and sub-
sequently converted from 
the 12-yard mark to put 
England up 1-0 in the 57th 
minute. Despite the loss, 
the striker said the team re-
mained united in a difficult 
moment.

"We're professionals. 
We're together. We lost as 
a team. All of the players 
should leave with their 
heads held high because 
we fought hard for 120 min-
utes," Falcao said.

Istra (Russia), July 4 (Re-
uters): Edinson Cavani’s 
potential absence for Uru-
guay would be a severe blow 
to their hopes of beating 
France in the World Cup 
quarter-finals, according to 
his former team mate and 
French midfielder Blaise 
Matuidi.

While striker Cavani 
battles to be fit after sus-
taining a calf injury, Matuidi 
misses out for France at the 
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium 
on Friday because of sus-
pension.

The two used to be team 
mates at Paris St Germain 
before the 31-year-old 
Frenchman moved to Ju-
ventus last year.

“I worked with Edinson 
for a very long time. We have 
not spoken recently, but I 
know him well enough to 
tell you that he is a very gen-
erous man, who does not 
give up on anything, and I 
know that he will do every-
thing, right up until the last 
moment to be on the pitch,” 
Matuidi told a news confer-
ence on Wednesday.

Moscow, July 4 (AFP): England 
became the last team to qualify 
for the World Cup quarter-finals 
after a dramatic penalty shootout 
as favourites Brazil and fancied 
France trained their sights on their 
last-eight opponents.

England's victory against Co-
lombia takes Gareth Southgate's 
team into what looks like a win-
nable match against Sweden, who 
edged out Switzerland 1-0 earlier 
on Tuesday.

Both teams are in the bottom 
half of the draw in Russia, along 
with the host nation and Croatia, 
with England the only former win-
ners of the four teams.

The top half contains more 
heavyweights, with 1998 cham-
pions France taking on two-time 
winners Uruguay and Brazil set to 
face Belgium.

On a dramatic night in Mos-
cow's Spartak Stadium, England 
goalkeeper Jordan Pickford made 
a key save from Carlos Bacca 
before Eric Dier's spot-kick gave 
England their first-ever win on 
penalties at a World Cup at the 
fourth attempt -- ending the jinx 
that has dogged them for so long.

The Sun tabloid coined his 
save the "Hand of Jord", harking 
back to Diego Maradona's "Hand 
of God" incident in 1986, when the 
Argentine used his hand to put the 
ball into the net against England.

"It's the headline we have 
waited a lifetime to write... Eng-
land win on penalties (Yes re-
ally!)," the paper said.

Southgate said he was already 
looking forward to Saturday's 
quarter-final against Sweden in 
Samara, with a last-four clash 
against either Croatia or Russia 
up for grabs.

"This was special but I want us 
to go on," said Southgate, whose 
own penalty miss saw England 
lose to Germany in the semi-finals 
of Euro 96 at Wembley.

"Sweden is another team we 
have a poor record against. We 
have underestimated them for 
years. They have created their own 
story and made history. I don't 
want to go home yet."

Janne Andersson's Sweden 
have recovered well from a heart-
breaking group-stage defeat by 
Germany, seeing off Mexico before 
edging out Switzerland 1-0 in the 

last 16.
RB Leipzig midfielder Emil 

Forsberg grabbed the only goal of 
a tight encounter midway through 
the second half to send his coun-
try into the quarters for the first 
time since the 1994 side who 
finished third in the United States.
Neymar scrutiny
For all the drama around England, 
the winner of the tournament is 
more likely to come 
from the top half 
of the draw, where 
the teams can boast 
a combined eight 
tournament wins.

Favourites Bra-
zil will come up 
against Belgium's 
'golden generation' 
in Kazan on Friday 
while an exciting 
young France side 
spearheaded by Kyl-
ian Mbappe take on a shrewd Uru-
guay outfit in Nizhny Novgorod.

Much of the focus surrounding 
Brazil's bid for a record-extending 
sixth world title has inevitably 
been on Neymar.

But the world's most expen-

sive player has hit the headlines as 
much for his perceived play-acting 
as for the on-pitch performances 
that have helped his side ease into 
the last eight without ever being 
seriously troubled.

Mexico coach Juan Carlos 
Osorio said the stoppages caused 
by Neymar's antics stalled his 
team during their 2-0 last-16 loss 
to Brazil, claiming the Paris Saint-

Germain forward's 
reaction to Miguel 
Layun stepping 
on his leg was a 
"shame for foot-
ball".

Belgium were 
on the brink of an-
other major tourna-
ment failure when 
trailing 2-0 with 21 
minutes to play, 
only for a magnifi-
cent breakway goal 

by Nacer Chadli in the fourth 
minute of injury-time to cap a 
stunning fightback.

Eden Hazard, Romelu Lu-
kaku, Dries Mertens and Kevin De 
Bruyne are likely to give Brazil's 
defence the biggest test of their 

campaign so far, although the 
South Americans have only con-
ceded once in four matches.

"This is the sort of game you 
dream about as a little boy and 
we can enjoy it from the first sec-
ond," said Belgium coach Roberto 
Martinez.

France never got out of first 
gear in easing through the group 
stage, but turned on the style as 
Mbappe dazzled in a classic 4-3 
victory over Argentina to set up the 
clash with Uruguay.

"We have been preparing for 
months, for weeks to play matches 
like that," said France coach Di-
dier Deschamps.

Uruguay's success has been 
built on a solid defence led by 
Atletico Madrid pair Jose Gimenez 
and Diego Godin, with the old-
fashioned strike partnership of 
Luis Suarez and Edinson Cavani 
doing the damage at the other end 
with five goals between them.

No South American side have 
won on European soil since a 
Pele-inspired Brazil 60 years ago, 
but in a World Cup of shocks and 
surprises, nothing can be taken 
for granted.

"You have to cut this. 
He (Geiger) forgot to cut 
it at the right time. He let 
them (Colombians) do it."

Geiger awarded Eng-
land a penalty in the 57th 
minute but Harry Kane 
needed to wait several 
minutes before taking it 
as Colombian players had 
surrounded the referee, 
disputing his decision.

"With the penalty we 
missed three minutes of 
football because of the dis-
cussions. We don't need 
this acting. We want to 
see football games, peo-
ple always come to watch 
a football game. If they 
want acting they should go 
somewhere else," the Ger-
man said. Matthaeus, how-
ever, had only praise for 
the England side and their 
brand of quick football.

"England played very 
well yesterday. These are 
high level players and the 
English national team prof-
its from coaches in the Pre-
mier League working with 
these young players. They 
also learned how to shoot 
penalties," he added.

"This young genera-
tion, they are believing in 
themselves. They do not 
play kick and rush. They 
like to play out of the de-
fense. This is the style of the 
English clubs."

“I do not know if they 
are bluffing (about the in-
jury). That’s for the Uru-
guayans to worry about. 
But there are injuries that 
can be quickly healed and 
others for which there is no 
miracle cure.”

If Cavani does not re-
cover, Matuidi believes Uru-
guay will be hampered.

“Uruguay without Ca-

vani is not the same thing. 
You don’t easily replace one 
of the best attackers in the 
world. It would be a handi-
cap for them,” he said.

“But their way of play-
ing and defending, won’t 
change too much I don’t 
reckon.”

Matuidi, whose cau-
tion in the last-16 win over 
Argentina ensured an au-

tomatic one-game suspen-
sion, reckons Uruguay will 
prove tough opponents.

“Not necessarily a night-
mare, but a difficult match. 
They let in very few goals. 
But we are able to trouble 
any team, because we really 
have quality in attack. It’s 
up to us to put ourselves in 
a position to bother them,” 
he added.

Sochi (Russia), July 4 (Re-
uters): Belgium’s quarter-
final battle with Brazil will 
be a classic encounter 
between an unstoppable 
force and an immovable 
object when the tourna-
ment’s joint best defence 
comes up against its most 
free-scoring attack in Ka-
zan on Friday.

Brazil have conceded 
only one goal in this World 
Cup, the equal most stin-
gy rearguard along with 
Uruguay, and allowed only 
five shots on target in four 
games, the fewest of any 
side.

Belgium, meanwhile, 
are the tournament’s top 
scorers, banging in 12 goals 
in their four games so far.

Eight of those goals 
came against Tunisia and 

Panama, and slim wins 
against England and Japan 
have cast some doubt on 
whether they can impose 
themselves against better 
teams.

The much-lauded mid-
field struggled in the Round 
of 16 tie against a Japan side 
who never gave them time 
on the ball and it was only 
when Marouane Fellaini 
came on in the second half 
to provide some muscle 
that Belgium took control 
of the contest.

The Belgians may want 
to adopt that more robust 
approach from the start 
against Brazil in order to 
give midfield maestros 
Eden Hazard and Kevin De 
Bruyne time to make deci-
sive passes.

“We will need power,” 

Belgium’s coach Roberto 
Martinez said in what could 
be a hint towards his inten-
tions. “We have to defend 
as well as we can and then 
cause them pain when we 
have the ball.”

Brazil will likely start 
with Fernandinho in place 
of the suspended Casemi-
ro, a change that gives them 
their own added muscle, 
but the South Americans 
could miss the Real Madrid 
midfielder’s drive going 
forward.

The match, however, 
may be won at the other 
end of the field.

Belgium’s three central 
defenders are all imposing 
figures but two of them, 
Vincent Kompany and Jan 
Vertonghen, are the wrong 
side of 30.

With Kompany still 
finding his feet after his 
latest period out through 
injury, Brazil’s swarming 
attacks could prove pro-
ductive against the aging 
Belgian backline.

On the flanks, Willian 
and Philippe Coutinho can 
stretch defences, and fire 
in shots and crosses, while 
Neymar and Gabriel Je-
sus can also pull defences 
apart from more central 
positions.

Belgium will need their 
wing backs to be operating 
at full tilt if they are to get 
back and assist.

Marcelo is fit again for 
Brazil and could return in 
place of Filipe Luis at left 
back, while winger Douglas 
Costa is back from injury 
and will be on the bench.

Moscow, July 4 (IANS): 
Former England manag-
er Sven-Goran Eriksson 
feels his native Sweden will 
knock their quarterfinal ri-
vals out from the FIFA World 
Cup on Saturday.

"England will struggle 
to score against Sweden," 
Eriksson, who managed 
England from 2001-06, was 
quoted as saying by espnfc.

"I believe it will be 
a Swedish win. And as a 
Swede my hopes are with 
Sweden."

England got past Co-
lombia 4-3 on penalties on 
Monday to reach the last 

eight.
Sweden, meanwhile, 

booked their place follow-
ing a 1-0 win over Denmark.

Eriksson went to say 
that he believes his country 
could reach the final for the 
first time since 1958.

"Given how they are 
playing now I believe they 
(Sweden) can go all the 
way," he said.

"I have yet to decide 
(whether to attend the 
game), but I might go. It will 
be a fantastic World Cup 
quarter final, a tough and 
hard fight between Sweden 
and England," he hoped.


