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Sievituo (L), also called 'Yakuza Solo,' and Sangmai Chang from Dimapur will be embarking on a trip from China to 
Mongolia on their ‘Made in Nagaland’ fitted-with-bamboo-parts bicycles from July 4. Seen here are the two in Beijing 
before they began touring the Great Wall of China. 

In the land of the dragons
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 3 (EMN): The 
Nagaland unit of the Janata 
Dal (United) has announced 
a ‘dharna’ (Hindi for sitting-
in) in New Delhi on July 9 to 
press the government of In-
dia to expedite negotiations 
for early resolution of the In-
do-Naga political issue. The 
party also wants the mat-
ter to be addressed during 
the forthcoming monsoon 
session of the Parliament, 
which is scheduled to com-
mence from July 18. 

Addressing a press 
conference on Tuesday in 
Kohima, the state’s JD (U) 
President Senchumo NSN 
Lotha said that a solution 
to said issue was dear to 
the Naga people. The party 
had incorporated in its as-
sembly election manifesto 
to continuously support ‘an 
honourable and acceptable 
solution’ to the Indo-Naga 
peace process at the earli-
est. Accordingly, he said, the 
party’s state unit decided 
during a meeting on June 
1 to organise a ‘dharna’ in 
front the party’s head of-
fice at the 7 Jantar Mantar 
Road in Delhi. This was to 
be done with the objective 
to ‘exigently demand’ for a 
solution within the ‘earliest 
time possible.’ The idea to 
hold the demonstration was 

part of suggestions given 
by the head office as the 
party’s chief and Bihar’s 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
was ‘committed to an early 
solution’ to the Naga politi-
cal issue, he added.

The state JD (U) is of the 
opinion that in regard to 
‘honourable and acceptable 
solution,’ the Indo-Naga 
political issue was ‘closely 
associated with the Janata 
party’ since its inception 
through the party’s found-
ing father Jaya Prakash 
Narayan. Narayan, along 
with Bimala Prasad Chaliah 
and Rev. Dr. Michael Scot 
were members of a peace 
mission that was formed 
by a ceasefire agreement in 
1964. They had recognised 
the Naga people’s right to 
self-determination and had 
then recommended that the 
community could ‘on their 
own volition, decide to be 
participants in the Union 
of India and mutually settle 
terms and conditions for 
that purpose,’ party leaders 
stated.

“It is for this very reason 
that our national president 
Nitish Kumar, being a natu-
ral follower of JP Narayan, is 

having keen interest for the 
early solution of the pro-
tracted Indo-Naga political 
issue,” Lotha said.

“Everybody has been 
hearing and talking so 
much about an early solu-
tion. But as far as the JD (U) 
is concerned, solution to the 
Naga problem vis-a-vis the 
parties which are involved 
in the talks, we are confi-
dent that they are capable 
of striking a solution which 
is honourable and accept-
able for the Naga society as 
a whole,” Lotha declared. 
He added: “Therefore, with 
this trust on the negotiat-
ing parties, we are there to 
press upon them to strike 
an early solution as soon as 
possible because to delay, 
is to create more problem 
and more advantage for our 
adversaries.”

Two separate dialogues 
are going on with the centre, 
one each with the NSCN 
(IM) and the six ‘Naga na-
tional political groups.’ 
When queried about what 
the party thinks should ‘so-
lution’ come with one group 
and if it would be accepta-
ble to the others, Lotha said 
that the party’s leaders have 

met and interacted with 
the groups. “As far as our 
interaction is concerned, 
we are of the belief that 
eventually the demands 
of the different groups will 
get centralised and a kind 
of mutual acceptance from 
all the different groups will 
take place,” he said.

The unit’s JD (U) Gen-
eral Secretary Kitoho S Ro-
tokha said, “This solution, 
as far as we understand, 
will be an inclusive solu-
tion, not a partial solution. 
We have two groups who 
are undergoing negotiation, 
but ultimately we hope that 
it will turn out to be ‘one 
solution.’” He clarified that 
the JD’s (U) ‘dharna’ was not 
in favour of any negotiating 
group. 

Rotokha said that sev-
eral announcements about 
resolving the Naga political 
issue were made since the 
National Democratic Alli-
ance government came to 
power at the Centre. But 
besides the 3rd August 2015 
‘framework agreement,’ 
which was signed between 
the government of India 
and the NSCN (IM), other 
declarations were yet to be 

seen in reality. He said that 
the party wants to persuade 
the prime minister to live up 
to ‘his commitment and his 
word,’ so that an inclusive 
solution would be arrived 
at. 

Rotokha informed also 
that the party’s leadership 
was in touch with the nego-
tiating parties and that they 
were hopeful that the Naga 
issue would be tabled dur-
ing the monsoon session of 
the Parliament. 

“This is one opportu-
nity where all the political 
parties, be it national or 
regional, should express 
their desire and implore 
upon their leadership at the 
Centre to take up the matter 
in the forthcoming session,” 
he said. 

The party would be sub-
mitting a representation to 
the prime minister and the 
Home minister for which 
an appointment was being 
sought, the party’s leader 
informed.

The party’s President 
Lotha said that the party 
would be seeking a me-
morial to commemorate 
the sacrifice that Chaliah, 
Narayan, and Rev. Scot 

made, which is said to be 
part of the peace mission. 
“Therefore, they are to be 
considered as champions 
of the Naga cause and it is 
very appropriate to have 
a memorial in honour of 
these three people,” he as-
serted. He said the matter 
would be proposed to the 
ruling People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA), of which the 
JD (U) is a partner. 

Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, and education 
The state’s JD (U) joined 
its Assam counterpart in 
opposing the proposed 
legislation. Lotha said that 
the national president has 
expressed opposition to 
the bill and the state’s unit 
would also stand in line with 
its central leadership.

With regard to the issues 
plaguing Nagaland’s Educa-
tion department specifically 
in connection with teachers 
currently, Lotha said that 
the problems were ‘created 
before the PDA came to 
power but it was committed 
to solving the problem.’ 

The steps initiated by 
the government need to be 
appreciated but the agitat-
ing groups should also un-
derstand what was possible 
for the government to do at 
the moment, he said.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Tribes Council 
(NTC) has urged the chief 
secretary of Nagaland to 
‘rectify’ what it stated was 
‘anomalies’ in a recent no-
tification that was issued 
by the state’s department of 
Technical Education. 

The NTC stated in a let-
ter to the chief secretary that 
it was ‘disturbed’ by a notifi-
cation which had ‘classified 
candidates for JEE (main) 
2018/CSAB NEUT-2018 into 
four categories whereby 10 
ethnic groups were placed 
in category-I and another 10 
ethnic groups into category-
II.’

“The list goes on to 4 
broad categories. Special 
emphasis was also made for 
Rongmei tribe (recognized) 
in to category-I and Rong-
mei (de-recognised) into 
category-III (ST). The NTC is 
aware of 14 Naga tribes and 
2 non-Naga tribes in Naga-
land where classifications 
were made for Advance 
and Backward tribes. The 

remaining ethnic groups or 
inhabitants who are quali-
fied by the criteria lay down 
(sic) in the notification No. 
AR-8/8/76 dated 28th of 
April, 1977 is classified as 
indigenous inhabitants of 
Nagaland. 

“There are established 
laws to determine citizen-
ship status, recognition of 
tribes and reservation pol-
icy in the state and respec-
tive departments can frame 
rules or guidelines as per the 
law of the land. The above 
mentioned notification is-
sued by the department 
of Technical Education in 
which major modifications 
were made at his own will 
is detrimental to the inter-
est of the indigenous Naga 
tribes of Nagaland. If the 
present rules and guide-
lines are allowed without 
rectifications and JEE is 
conducted on the basis of 
such rules, it will create bad 
precedence putting the fu-
ture of our children in jeop-
ardy,” it stated.

New Delhi, July 3 (IANS): The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday directed 
state governments to stop the practice 
of appointing acting police chiefs 
upon the superannuation of an in-
cumbent top cop.

Instead, the states were asked 
to send, to the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC), the names of 
three senior police officers who could 
be considered as probable candidates 
for the posts of Director General of 
Police (DGP) or Police Commissioners 
as the case may be.

The court said that the UPSC will 
prepare a panel of three senior most 
officers with a reasonable remaining 
tenure up to retirement (two years 
or close to it) and send it to the state 
government to pick one of them for 
appointment as police chief.

The recommendations should be 
sent three months before the retire-
ment of a police chief.

The order came as the Supreme 
Court bench of Chief Justice Dipak 

Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud passed a 
slew of directions on police reforms 
in the country.

The top court's direction to all the 
states and Union Territories came 
during the hearing of an application 
by the Centre seeking modification of 
its direction mandating compulsory 
two-year term, irrespective of the age 
of retirement, for the post of police 
chiefs. 

The Central government told the 
court that some states were appoint-
ing politically convenient officers as 
acting police chiefs and when they 
get close to their retirement, they are 
appointed on regular basis thereby 
enjoying full term of two years, ir-
respective of the years left in their 
service.

The court did not modify its direc-
tion but it barred the state govern-
ments from appointing any officer as 
acting DGP. 

(Related news in page 8)

New Delhi, July 3 (IANS): Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
reconstituted the party’s North East 
Coordination Congress Committee 
(NECCC) with former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh as its patron.

Manmohan Singh is Rajya Sabha 
MP from Assam. Former Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Mukul Sangma has 
been named chairman of reconstituted 
NECCC and all Congress Chief Minis-
ters and former Chief Ministers of the 
northeastern states will be advisors. 

A party release said state Congress 
unit chiefs, leaders of the legislative 

party, and present and former MPs from 
the region's states will be members. The 
party General Secretary incharge of the 
northeastern states and the attached 
secretary will be special invitees to the 
NECCC.

The NECCC is expected to increase 
the Congress outreach in the northeast 
amid efforts by the BJP to expand its 
influence in the region ahead of Lok 
Sabha polls next year. 

The BJP has formed North-East 
Democratic Alliance with an aim to 
expand its footprint, forge alliances and 
form governments in all the northeast-

New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): The Election Commission 
today launched an Android-based app, using which 
a person can secretly send to it geo-tagged videos and 
photos of illegal money being distributed or a hate 
speech being made during polls.

The unique Internet-based beta version of the ap-
plication is called 'cVIGIL', which stands for "citizens' 
vigil". It will be operationalised for the first time when 
assembly polls in states such as Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Chhattisgarh are held later this year. It will 
be made available on Google Play Store.

The app will work only during the time the model 
code of conduct (MCC) is in place in a poll-bound state.

The EC said it will "hide the complainant's phone 
number and identity so as to encourage information 
against high and mighty without any risk of subsequent 
possible backlash." 

Those who do not hide their identity will also get 
a response from the EC on the action taken after their 
complaint. Chief Election Commissioner O P Rawat 
said the poll panel is bringing out this tool as there 
have been instances when vested interests have misled 
surveillance teams and directed them to a place away 
from the scene of poll code violation.

"The photos and videos will be automatically 
tagged by the geographical information system, and 
hence the surveillance teams will be directed to the 
correct place of incident where the poll code is being 
violated," the CEC said. Deputy EC Sandeep Saxena 
said the app will be useful, especially in the backdrop 
of an instance when time lag was seen in reporting 
model code violations during the Karnataka assembly 
polls in May.

"This app will ensure prompt reporting of MCC 
violation with proper evidence and in a time-bound 
manner. This is an initiative where the EC can be seen 
walking the talk," he said. He said a person using the 
app will not be able to save the photos or videos he 
wants to report on his phone and will have to send them 
within 5 minutes to the local EC-appointed field unit, 
which will then spring into action to check the violation.

"If the complaint is correct, the person who sent 
the photo or the video clip will be intimated within 100 
minutes," he added.

A senior official said violations such as distribu-
tion of illegal inducements, black money and hate 
speech can be recorded via the app and sent to the EC 
for action. "The app requires an Android smartphone 
equipped with a camera, good Internet connection and 
GPS access. The operating system should be Android 
jellybean and above," the EC said in an advisory.

Kolkata, July 3 (IANS): The long-
est total lunar eclipse of the 21st 
century would occur on July 27, 
with the celestial spectacle vis-
ible in its entirety from all parts 
of India.

The eclipse will last for 1 hour 
and 43 minutes, giving viewers a 
wonderful opportunity to experi-
ence the happening, according 
to Debiprosad Duari, Director, 
Research & Academic, M.P. Birla 
Planetarium, Kolkata. It will be 
preceded and followed by partial 
eclipses lasting more than one 
hour.

The eclipse will be visible in 
parts of South America, much of 
Africa, the Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia. For viewers in India, the 
eclipse, both partial and the total, 

will be visible in its entirety from 
all parts of the country.

The partial eclipse of the 
moon will start around 11.54 
p.m. Indian Standard Time, with 
the total eclipse beginning at 1 
a.m. on July 28.

"The greatest eclipse, when 
moon will look the darkest, will 
be at around 01:52 a.m. and the 
totality will continue at 02:43 
a.m. after this period the moon 
will remain partially eclipsed till 
03:49 a.m. of July 28," Duari said 
in a media release.

Earlier this year, there was a 
total lunar eclipse on January 31. 
For a total lunar eclipse of a long 
duration to occur, the moon has 
to pass through the central part 
of the Earth's shadow.

The previous total lunar 
eclipse on January 31, lasted 1 
hour and 16 minutes when the 
moon passed to the south of 
shadow's centre; and the next 
total lunar eclipse on January 21, 
2019 will be only for 1 hour and 
2 minutes because it'll pass to 
the north of the shadow's centre.

Late at night on July 27, the 
full moon will be near its apogee, 
the farthest point from Earth 
in its orbit around Earth, and it 
will be the smallest full moon of 
the year.

"This smaller and slower-
moving full moon takes more 
time to cross the Earth's shadow 
than does a full moon that's 
closer to Earth and moving faster 
in orbit. That's why a full moon at 

or near lunar apogee adds to the 
duration of a total lunar eclipse," 
Duari said

The full moon will plunge 
deeply into the Earth's shadow 
on the night of July 27-28. The 
distance of the Moon from Earth 
just before the eclipse will be 
around 406,223 km.

Depending on atmospheric 
conditions, this could be an es-
pecially dark total lunar Eclipse. 
The longest possible total lunar 
eclipse is 1 hour and 47 minutes. 
In this case, the centre of the lu-
nar disk aligned almost perfectly 
with the centre of the Earth's 
shadow.

During a total lunar eclipse, 
the moon's disk can take on 
a dramatically colourful ap-

pearance from bright orange 
to blood red and more rarely 
dark brown to very dark gray 
depending upon the part of the 
Eartha¿s shadow it will be pass-
ing through.

Lunar eclipses are complete-
ly safe to view with the naked eye.

"No special filters are re-
quired to protect your eyes like 
those used for solar eclipses. 
One does not need a telescope 
to watch the eclipse, although 
a good pair of binoculars will 
enhance the experience," Duari 
said.

An eclipse of the moon takes 
place only at full moon. When-
ever the sun, earth and moon 
come in a perfect straight line, as 
the sun's rays falls on the earth, 

its shadow falls onto a patch of 
space, and only when, moon 
enters that patch of shadow can 
we see a lunar eclipse.

The shadow is actually com-
posed of two cone-shaped parts, 
one nested inside the other. The 
outer shadow or penumbra is a 
zone where the earth's shadow is 
partial and blocks some, but not 
all of the sun's rays.

In contrast, the inner shadow 
or umbra is a region where the 
earth blocks all direct sunlight 
from reaching the moon. When 
only part of the moon passes 
through the umbra, a partial 
lunar eclipse is seen. If the entire 
Moon passes through the umbral 
shadow, then a total eclipse of 
the moon occurs.
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Dr. Prafull speaking at the workshop.

The Kiphire district administration conducting the ‘aspiration review’ in the conference hall of the deputy 
commissioner’s office.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The Kiphire district aspi-
ration review meeting was 
conducted in the confer-
ence hall of deputy com-
missioner’s office on July 3. 

During the meeting, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Kiphire Mohammad Ali 
Shihab, called on the of-
ficers to be serious in their 
work and sought coop-
eration in order to take 
Kiphire district forward, a 
DPRO report stated.

SDO (civil) Wilfred 
gave power point pres-
entation and highlighted 
on the aspiration of the 
district. He shared about 
the indicators, monitor-
ing and computation of 
backward index to follow 
the developmental work 
programme. He said that 
district five years action 
plan is the strength of the 
community. 

Ikuto Zhimo, seen here with other officials, releasing the newsletter of Zunheboto’s Atma.

Col. MK Singh delivering a discourse at Tetso College in Dimapur on July 3.

Mkg: Polling personnel 
informed to collect allowance
The assistant election officer of Mokokchung has 
informed all the polling personnel that the payment 
of training / reserve allowances in connection with 
the recently concluded by-election to Parliamentary 
Constituency will be disbursed from July 5-17 at the 
Election Office Mokokchung during office hours. All 
the concerned have been requested to produce their 
appointment order / ID card / authorization letter 
during payment. No payment will be made after the 
expiry date. Polling personnel who were exempted 
from election duty are not entitled for training allow-
ance including grade-IV staff.  

Noklak SDPDB meeting on July 11  
Noklak Sub-Divisional Planning and Development 
Board (SDPDB) meeting has been scheduled on July 
11 at Khiamniungan Tribal Council Hall, ADC office 
complex at 11 am. All the board members have been 
requested to attend positively.

Dimapur DPDB meeting
The Dimapur District Planning & Development 
Board meeting for the month of July has been 
convened on July 5 at 11 am in the conference hall of 
deputy commissioner. All the board members have 
been requested to attend the meeting.

Mkg. DPDB meeting postponed 
The assistant planning officer of the District Planning 
Machinery Cell Mokokchung, Tinukumzuk has in-
formed all the District Planning Development Board 
(DPDB) members that the board’s meeting for the 
month of July has been postponed to July 9.

Dimapur’s Chakhesang  
students inform
The Chakhesang Students’ Union Dimapur (CSUD) 
has informed all its members that the annual mem-
bership fees for the year 2018 will be collected from all 
the students enrolled in any educational institution 
within its jurisdictions in Dimapur town and Tou-
lazouma village. Informing this in a press release, the 
union education secretary said that the membership 
fee would be collected for the purpose of statistical 
and literacy records. The union has decided to collect 
INR 30 for students from classes I to X and INR 50 for 
students from classes XI and above.The union further 
informed that it would not bear any responsibility 
against any student failing to comply with the notifi-
cation. All concerned members are asked to contact 
its president at 8014568887 and the education secre-
tary at 8794946382 for further information.

DMC convenes meeting
Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) has convened 
a meeting of all GBs and chairmen under Dimapur 
municipality on July 12 at Town hall in Dimapur, at 11 
am. DMC Administrator Moa Sangtam has requested 
all the concerned GBs and chairmen to attend the 
proposed meeting without fail.

Kohima Chakhesang students to 
hold assembly
The Kohima Chakhesang Students’ Union will be 
holding its 2nd union assembly on July 14 at 11 am 
at the LCS building in Kohima. Informing this in a 
press release, the union speaker has requested all 
the affiliated units of the union to attend with two 
representatives from each. Seniors are also cordially 
invited to the union assembly. It also mentioned that 
explanation call shall be served to all the units who 
fail to comply with this notice. For more informa-
tion one may contact union speaker Khrokute Lohe 
(7005296917) and assembly secretary Kewekhro-u 
Koza (8258896964).

Kohima’s CMO acknowledges 
support
The chief medical officer and designated officer 
of Kohima, Dr. Ritu Thurr has thanked the district 
administration, police personnel, KMC officials, 
media fraternity, president and colleagues of Angami 
youth organisation (Ayo), president and colleagues of 
Kohima village youth organisation (KVYO) for their 
support during the inspection and testing on fresh 
fish in Kohima town by the mobile food safety team. 
He has further looked forward to such support even 
in the days to come.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.6 18.6 18.2 93 1.2

ZBT 23.7 16.2 20.1 91 2.4

MON 29 24 22.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 19 17 15.4 88 NIL

MKG 25.4 18 17.8 75 3

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 26 19.2 23 90 4

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 21 20.9 95 2.4

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25.8 18.6 21.5 87 4

JALUKIE 29 18 19.4 89 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 27 24.2 23.8 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Wilfred also spoke on 
understanding conver-
gence, health, and infra-
structure. He mentioned 
that the poor functioning 
of lab is the biggest chal-
lenge facing in the district. 

He also said that in the 
aspirational hope in which 
the district have to come 
out with aspiring work to 
the state and central min-
istries and department for 
the further support and 

help.
Shel imthong rep-

resentative of the YTC 
Kiphire district; vice presi-
dent USLB administrator, 
Tsilise; and public infor-
mation secretary of East-

ern Sumi Hoho, Obeka 
spoke on behalf of the 
hohos. They requested the 
district officers to intimi-
date them for any griven-
aces and also assured to 
extend full cooperation. 

The additional director 
of Health & Family Welfare 
department in his short 
speech requested the Pub-
lic Health and Engineering 
(PHED) department to 
give proper water connec-
tion in the new medical 
hospital building on pri-
ority basis. Personal sec-
retary to the minister for 
Soil & Water Conservation 
Geology & Mining, Cho-
pise Sangtam also spoke 
during the meeting.

Various departments 
in the district under aspir-
ing presented their depart-
ment profile highlighting 
their work process and 
which are in the pipeline.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The deputy commission-
er of Dimapur, Sushil Ku-
mar Patel in a notification 
issued on Tuesday, has 
stated that land transac-
tion, between individu-
als or village councils, 
of the left out portion of 
existing road along the 
proposed four-lane road 
along Chumukedima to 
Medziphema has come to 
his notice. 

DC said the left-out 
lands are government 
property acquired for 
general public and this 
development is likely to 
disturb the construction 
of four-lane road along 
the said stretch since the 
left out portion shall be 
used for public utility 
service in future.  There-
fore, DC has informed the 
general public neither to 
sell nor purchase those 

lands as such transactions 
if brought to his notice 
shall be made null and 
void. 

Patel further cau-
tioned that failure to 
comply with the order 
will attract severe legal ac-
tions as per the Nagaland 
Eviction of persons in Un-
authorized Occupation 
of Public Land (Amend-
ment) Act 1978.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
Phek district conducted 
workshop on district plan-
ning for Measles-Rubella 
vaccination campaign on 
July 2 at the chief medical 
officer’s conference hall 
in Phek.

During the workshop, 
District Immunization 
Officer Dr. Kolhitso Khalo 
said that the objective of 
the workshop is to train 
the block medical officers 
and program managers 
to impart training at the 
block level. He informed 
that the vaccination cam-

paign will start from Oct. 
3, in line with the national 
target of Measles Elimina-
tion and Rubella Control 
by 2020. 

The campaign targets 
children from 9 months 
to 15 years of age. It will 
be carried out across the 
schools, educational insti-
tutions and health units in 
the state, the press release 
received here on Tuesday 
informed.

The trainees com-
prises block SMOs, MOs 
and sr. pediatrician from 
district hospital, program 

managers, epidemiolo-
gist, data manager IDSP, 
vaccinators, DCM and dis-
trict media officers were 
oriented on basic strategic 
operational plans for the 
campaign, basic micro 
planning, AEFI manage-
ment during campaign 
and different communi-
cation plans for health 
facility, PHCs level and 
sub-centers level. 

The resource persons 
were Dr. Prafull Who (RRT) 
and Dr. Kulo Kapfo. Alto-
gether 36 participants have 
attended the workshop.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
Agriculture Director  Ikuto 
Zhimo has released the 
newsletter volume-1, 3rd 
issue, a special edition 
on observation of Kisan 
Kalyan Karyashala of 
Atma Zunheboto district 
at the Directorate’s Office 
chamber. 

An update from the 
Atma mentioned that the 
newsletter was released in 
the presence of additional 
director and HOD of Soil 
and Water Conservation, 
Viliehu Nguzhu.

Zhimomi in his ad-

dress said that the farm-
ers of Nagaland in the 
mid 60’s practiced mono 
cropping but with the in-
tervention of agri. and al-
lied, today the farmers are 
mostly practicing mixed 
cropping and are mak-
ing a handsome profit. 
He also stressed on the 
important of document-
ing not only on the block 
level but to the state level 
as well.

Vielichu Nguzhu also 
gave words of encour-
agement to the Atma 
functionaries. He advised 

them have a keen sense of 
curiosity in field work.

K Khekiho Shohe, PD 
Atma, Zunheboto in his 
keynote address informed 
that the Atma Zunheboto 
is taking up case study on 
rejuvenation of alterna-
tive to Jhum cultivation 
and need to document 
the success stories.

The program was at-
tended by senior head of 
departments, directors, 
officers of Agriculture and 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion and officials of Atma 
Zunheboto.

NPF Kohima division 
mourns deaths

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): In view of 
the recent seizures of fish products 
laced with Formalin in the market, 
the deputy commissioner of Kohima, 
Rajesh Soundararajan has informed 
that import of all kind fish and crusta-
cean products and sale of the same has 
been banned with immediate effect in 
Kohima district. 

DC has cautioned that violators will 
be prosecuted as per the relevant legal 
provision. 

Kohima Municipal Council adminis-
trator has been directed to take neces-
sary steps to ensure strict compliance 
of the same.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The Kuki Students’ Or-
ganisation Nagaland 
has vehemently con-
demned the alleged bru-
tal murder of Kimneilh-
ing Hangsing, a class-6 
student of Govt. Mid-
dle School, Phaipijang 
on the eve of July 1, at 
Phaipijang village in Di-
mapur. Expressing an-
guish over the heinous 
crime committed, the 
organization said that 
such coward and inhu-
manity act should never 
be made to repeat upon 
any individual, family, 
community or society.

A press release me-
dia cell has appealed to 
the concerned authority 
to book the culprit(s) at 
the earliest and award 
the highest possible 
punishment.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The Assam Rifles battalion 
posted at Wokha district 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
conducted a lecture and 
awareness programme at 
Wokha on July 3. 

A press release re-
ceived here on Tuesday, 
while informing about the 
awareness programme, 
stated that the basic ob-
jective of the event was to 
provide the audience, a 
general awareness about 
the ill effects of HIV/AIDS 
and educating them on 
various methods for pre-
venting the spread of the 
disease.

“Regular awareness 
campaign is the most ef-
fective way to educate 
the general masses on 
the menace and conse-
quences of HIV/AIDS 
especially amongst the 
adolescents,” stated the 
release while adding that 
the programme was car-
ried out with a motive to 
reach out to every person 
in the community.  A to-
tal of 25 local civilians of 
Wokha region and 80 As-
sam Rifles personnel par-
ticipated in the awareness 
programme, the release 
further added.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The Phomla Hoichem and 
the Yachem Anüti Lunglak 
Longleng unit have con-
demned the alleged rape of 
a minor girl by one Longya 
Phom also known as Along 
on June 27 in Longleng. 

A press release from 
the Phomla Hoichem 
president Shemthai Phom 
and the Yachem Anüti 
Lunglak Longleng unit 
president Yimshe Phom 
alleged that the victim a 15 
year old minor was ‘physi-
cally tortured and raped’ 
by the 27 year old accused, 
a married man hailing 
from Nyang village and a 
resident of  Nyengching 
ward in Longleng district. 

The organisations al-

leged that the accused was 
on the run after the act 
and was caught on June 
28 after which ‘the Phomla 
Hoichem the apex wom-
en body, Yachem Anüti 
Lunglak women of all age 
group came out to the 
street and the accused was 
paraded on the street of 
Longleng after which the 
accused was handed over 
to the police. 

C o n d e m n i n g  t h e 
‘shameless act’ and de-
claring that ‘crime and 
harm against women in 
any form shall not be tol-
erated’, the organisations 
demanded deserving pun-
ishment for the accused as 
enshrine in the law with-
out any relaxation.  

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The former CEC and DAC 
member of NPF, Shanglow 
Bangloi, has joined the 
Congress party to strength 
the hands of Rahul Gan-
dhi, AICC president, and 
the Congress party in state.

NPCC media cell has 
quoted Shanglow Bangloi 
stating that a state like Na-
galand has future with the 

Congress party only. He 
also stated that Congress’ 
ideology and principle of 
secularism and unity in 
diversity alone could give 
peace and development.

In the light of the above 
stated circumstances, he 
has decided to join Con-
gress to strengthen the 
hand of Rahul Gandhi and 
the party in the state.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The 3rd Corps has organ-
ised a motivational lecture 
for Naga youth to join the 
Indian army both as of-
ficer and soldier at Tetso 
College in Dimapur, on 
July 3.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Col. MK Singh, di-
rector of recruiting, army 
recruiting office, Ranga-
pahar, has highlighted on 
various job avenues, perks, 
privileges in the Indian 

army and required stand-
ards such as passing writ-
ten, physical and medical 
examinations.

A total of 170 young 
boys, girls and teachers 
attended the lecture.  

The college’s principal, 
Dr. PS Lorin, has thanked 
the team from Rangapahar 
for giving an insight into 
the noble profession of 
soldiering for the budding 
youth of the nation and 
Nagaland in particular.

Education department informs private schools
Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): The Department of School Education, has informed all the private schools (primary, middle, 
high school and hr. sec.) to submit the detail information of the school to their respective education officers (SDEO 
/ DEO) office as per the format given below within a week time from the date of publication of the notice.

The concerned field officers will compile the list submitted by the respective schools within their jurisdic-
tion and submit to the Planning section at the Directorate of School Education in both hard and soft copy 
on or before July 20, the notification informed.

Name 
of the 
school

District

Whether the school 
has obtain opening 

permission (Yes/
No if yes  

mention year)

Mention 
classes 

running 
up-to

Students 
enrolment

No. of population 
(within specific 

radius of 10 km as 
per 2011 census)

Names of 
schoolswithin 
the radius of 

1-10 km. (bothe 
govt. and private 

schools)

Contact 
no. of 
school 

authority

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has mourned the 
demise of its members Aduzo Zao, gen-
eral secretary of farmers’ wing, Kohima 
division and Keviletso Zhünyü, general 
secretary farmers’ wing of 10th North-
ern Angami-1 AC.

The division said it has lost its two 
dynamic leaders and their demise has 
created vacuum that will be hard to fill.

 The Kohima division expressed 
condolences to the bereaved families 
and prayed to the Almighty God to grant 
them solace and strength. The division 
also prayed for the departed souls for 
eternal rest.
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Particpants of the NEN Summer Farm School at Chizami village in Phek district.

Members of the Clean Mokokchung Campaign, along with faculty members of Clark Theological College of Aolijen,pose for the lens during 
an International Plastic Free Day programme in Mokokchung on Tue. July 3.

Members of the Coming Generation seen here with youths of Lower Jail Colony after the awareness 
programme on July 2.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, July 3 (EMN): As a 
mark of the International Plastic Bag 
Free Day, a small but dedicated group 
of citizens in in Mokokchung town 
under the name Clean Mokokchung 
Campaign distributed biodegrad-
able bamboo dustbins to the three 
theological colleges in Mokokchung 
district. 

This is one of the many initia-
tives undertaken by the non-profit, 
non-descript but dedicated group 
of young citizens committed to not 
only spreading the message about 
good sanitary habits but also involve 
in cleaning up the town. The group of 

citizens drawn from different walks of 
life have already conducted a series of 
cleanliness activities in Mokokchung 
town. 

On Tue. July 3, the ‘Clean Mokok-
chung Campaign group (CMC)’ dis-
tributed the bamboo waste bins to 
Jubilee Memorial College, the Clark 
Theological College and the Naga-
land Bible College. 

While handing over the waste 
bins, the CMC members also had 
interactions with the students of the 
different colleges and advocated for 
using of biodegradable products in 
our everyday lives. 

A  C M C  a c t i v e  m e m b e r , 

Moasunep, while talking in Nagaland 
Bible College, encouraged the use of 
bamboo dustbins and highlighted 
the fact that we should use the dust-
bins as a reminder of how important 
nature is, and the different ways in 
which we can use the 

Another CMC activist, Temsu-
toshi, a graduate teacher,  pointed 
out that plastic bags, because of their 
non-biodegradable nature, have 
already cost us a lot – water logging 
during the rains, bad crops because 
of plastic in the soil, and harmful 
effects on aquatic life if plastic is 
thrown in water. He enlightened the 
students that the environment needs 

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): The Shama-
tor Area GB’s Union (SAGU) made 
a strong appeal to ‘the competent 
authority’ for early and prompt 
intervention in ‘posting of an ad-
ministrative officer under Shamator 
Sub- Division’.  

A press release issued by the SAGU 
Executive Chairman, Wongtsukiu and 
President J Kuimukam, while making 
the appeal, stated that the appeal is 
being made in the interest of the pub-
lic of the area. The SAGU disclosed 
that the ‘public has been neglected 
owing to the absence of ADC  since the 
middle part of  May 2018’. 

 The SAGU pointed out that 
Shamator, “being one of the oldest 
Sub- divisions of the state and lo-
cated in the remote eastern part of 
Nagaland is faced with multiple law 
and order issues which demands 
crucial attention at times”.  

“Therefore, the undersigned on 
behalf of the general public once 
again, urge upon the government to 
post an administrative officer and 
revive the normal functioning of the 
office for smooth delivery of public 
services,” the SAGU stated. 

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The Northeast Network 
(NEN)  successfully held 
its third annual ‘NEN Sum-
mer Farm School (SFS)’ at 
Chizami village in Phek 
district from June 27 to 
July 2 2018 on the theme 
‘Bridging the Farm-to-
Plate Gap’.

 A press release re-
ceived here at Eastern 
Mirror informed that the 
main objective of the 
SFS is to connect urban-
based students with local 
food and farming systems 
through an experiential 
learning module. “It also 
aims to bridge the tra-
ditional knowledge gap 
on sustainable food sys-
tems and make students 
understand the process 
from food production to 
consumption,” stated the 
release. 

The students who at-
tended the camp, accord-
ing to the release, had 
nice things to share about 
their stay and knowledge 
gained: 

“The experience at the 
SFS is amazing. I realised 
the beauty of nature and 
the importance of every-
thing around us in Chiza-
mi. It was my first time 
experience transplanting 
paddy in the terrace fields. 
A visit to the jhum fields 
is a walk to remember’ 
shared Hazel Odyuo, a stu-
dent of Livingstone Foun-
dation Hr. Sec. School, 
Dimapur. 

“The best thing during 

Clean Mokokchung group 
strives for plastic-free society 

Jail colony residents learn 
about the perils of plastic

National Register of Citizen, Assam and the concernsShamator GB union 
appeals for posting of 
administrative officer 

Connecting urban students with local food and farming systems 
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Zeliang) S/o. Late. N.C. Zeliang on the 18th 
June 2018 at Eden Hospital, Dimapur and 
his funeral at Jalukie on 19th June 2018.

Last but not the least our profound gratitude to all the “Blood Donors” and the various 
organisations and individuals who helped to avail it.
May the good Lord shower His blessings on each and every one of you for your support, 
kindness, love and prayers during our hour of pain and grief.

“God Bless You”.   
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7. D. A. O, Peren and Staff.
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9. Late N. Jakhalu’s Children.
10. Former Minister Mizoram. Dr. H. 

Thansanga & Family.
11. Doctor, Nurses, Staff and Chaplain, Eden 

Medical Centre, Dimapur.
12. BJP Centre, North East and Peren District.
13. Naga Students Federation.
14. Naga Council, Dimapur.
15. Zeliangrong Baudi
16. Liangmai Council, Dimapur.
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18. Community Health Centre, Jalukie.
19. Zeliangrong Heraka Youth Org. Nagaland.
20. Tening Heraka Council.
21. M.V. School and Staff, 9th NAP Bn, Saijang.

22. HMC School Management Board, 
Dimapur.

23. Fathers House Church, Dimapur.
24. Lungwiram Baptist Church, Dimapur.
25. Toulozouma Liangmai Baptist Church, 

Dimapur.
26. Satakha Village Baptist Church.
27. Christian Baptist Church, Samjiuram.
28. Christian Baptist Church, Jalukie Town.
29. Liangmai Baptist Church, New Jalukie.
30. Liangmai Baptist Phumling, Jalukie Town.
31. Liangmai Baptist Phumling, Women’s 

Dept, Jalukie Town.
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Dimapur.
33. Rev. Wichapbo Rentta.

Wife, Children, Brothers & Family.
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the camp was the quiet 
time, from which we learnt 
that  we should give time 
to ourselves, listen and 
know what nature want 
from us” the release quot-
ed Vizotuonuo Kelelie, a 
student of Mt. Hermon Hr. 
Sec. School, Kohima. 

“Because of this sum-
mer camp, I am a lot more 
inspired by nature. Now I 
have become more inter-
ested in exploring nature 
and its benefits,” noted 
Kuthovezo Medeo, a stu-
dent from Baptist High, 
Kohima. 

Guest speaker at the 
valedictory programme 
was Executive Director of 

CWWS, Vechulou-u Kan-
uo, who emphasised on 
the importance of grow-
ing one’s own food that 
is free from chemicals in 
order to stay healthy and 
live long. She quoted the 
Japanese phrase ‘chemical 
is war, organic is peace’ 
and therefore encouraged 
the students to  ‘recognise, 
respect and love the farm-
ers for their contribution 
to food production’. 

“Unless we have farm-
ers to grow food and rear 
livestock, we, the consum-
ers even if we have enough 
money will not sustain,” 
the release quoted the 
CWWS Executive Director.  

Seno Tsuhah, NEN in 
her concluding remarks 
motivated the students to 
‘translate their learning 
into action’ back in their 
homes and schools. She 
expressed her happiness 
to hear that 50% of the stu-
dents have pledged to start 
a backyard garden in their 
homes. Others pledged 
to decrease the buying 
and consumption of junk 
food, spread awareness on 
harmful effects of chemi-
cal use and promote or-
ganic farming, start a mini 
bee farm, document the 
edible plants in their areas 
and spread awareness on 
its conservation, amongst 

others.  
SFS students present-

ed their experiences and 
learning through skit, mu-
sic, poetry reading, poster 
exhibition and speech.  
Participation certificates 
were given away by Ve-
chulou-u Kanuo, Andrew 
Ahoto, Chairman LFHSS, 
Zulhipe Chir hah and 
Mhetshelo T.Kapfo, Sub-
Inspector of Schools. 

The 6-day school cov-
ered topics of Ecology and 
food chain, pollinators, 
jhum farming, terrace rice 
farming, homestead gar-
dening, biodiversity walk 
and foraging wild edible 
plants, organic food pro-
duction and consump-
tion, community living 
and culture. Twenty-two 
high school students from 
6 educational institutions 
in Kohima and Dimapur 
participated in the SFS 
2018. Resource persons 
include Custodian farmers 
and community knowl-
edge holders from Chiza-
mi namely 

Z u l h i p e  C h i r h a h , 
Khenemvu L.Mero, Mesil-
hi-u Akami, Dikhwetsou 
Wezah, Tasetshulou-u Ka-
pfo and Kezukha-u We-
zah; Dr. Samhita Barooah, 
Fre e l a n c e  re s e a rc h e r 
and writer, Khuvoi Vese, 
NBHM, Dr. Esther Long-
kumer, ACTO Soil, KVK-
ICAR, Wetshete Thopi, 
Lecturer, Kilentola Jamir, 
Teacher and Volunteer 
IoFC, and NEN members, 
the release further added. 

natural space just like us to 
work properly and advo-
cated for more conscious-
ness and positive actions 
as educated persons of the 
society. 

“Our generation talk of 
change and we think it’ll 
happen after a few years 
when we grow old, but 
actually the change should 
start from now. If we want 
change we need to be the 
change and we should start 
by changing our mentality. 

I am not saying that the 
CMC can end the problem, 
but I believe it will help 
in a small way to end the 
problem”. 

He also lamented the 
fact that Nagas need to get 
rid of the spitting habit, 
where people spit any-
where they feel like after 
chewing tobacco or other 
related substances. 

While Interacting with 
the CTC Student Leaders 
and Faculty, Limaonen Im-
chen (the convenor of the 
Clean Mokokchung Cam-
paign)  elucidated on the 
purpose of their campaign 
and how they’re planning 
for more projects in future 
as well. The College has 
assured their support to-
wards CMC and added that 
CTC has been declared as a 
Plastic Free zone. 

Though there are al-
ways challenges to keep up 
with it they are optimistic 
that it will be successful

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): 
The Coming Generation 
(TCG) along with the youth 
organisation of Lower Jail 
Colony have jointly organ-
ised the “Nagaland says 
no to plastic” at Lower Jail 
colony, Kohima, on July 2.

The session began with 
the welcome address and 
invocation said by Chete, 
youth president of Lower 
Jail colony. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, TCG officials stated 
that usage of plastic bags 
has become a part of life 
style. According to the 
organisation plastic bags 
were mostly made of poly-
ethylene which is made out 

of petroleum. The organi-
sation added that numer-
ous toxic chemicals were 
released while manufac-
turing the polyethylene 
which pollutes the air we 
breathe. 

It pointed out that a 
plastic bag once thrown on 
the ground takes centuries 
to degrade, since most of 
the plastic bags are not 
biodegradable. Besides, 
the plastic bags left as gar-
bage would severely affect 
the wildlife. Stray dogs and 
cows would eat them along 
with the food left in them. 
Even marine creatures 
would mistake them to 
be jelly fish and consume 

them, the organisation 
stated adding such intake 
is fatal to creatures either 
instantly or in the long run. 

The organisation also 
pointed out that plastic 
bags are the main culprits 
for blocking the drainage 
systems as they would 
gather at the sewage block-
ing the flow of water. 

As the plastic bags take 
centuries to degenerate, 
they slowly break into syn-
thetic granules. The soil 
containing the plastic bags 
would certainly be pol-
luted. Besides, the gran-
ules would get mixed with 
ground water. 

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): Over the 
question of the National Register 
of Citizen (NRC), the Assam gov-
ernment got an extension of dead-
line by a month till July 31 - from 
the Supreme Court yesterday for 
publishing its National Register of 
Citizen (NRC). 

This document will enlist the 
legitimate citizens of India living 
in Assam and identify the illegal 
immigrants residing in the state, 
reported a news report from the 
India Today news portal. 

The ‘illegal immigrants’ will 
then be sent to their country of or-
igin for an overwhelming majority, 
that country may be Bangladesh. 
Illegal immigration in northeast 
Inida, expecially from Bangladesh, 
has been a contagious issue for the 
people of northeast Indians. 

Assam received migrants in 
great numbers in two phases one 
during Partition days and the 
other around 1971 Bangladesh 
Liberation War. A majority of the 
immigrants are understood to 
be Muslims. Their presence in 
Assam has been a political issue 
for several decades. Lack of au-
thentic documentation added to 
the problems and fanned emotive 
sentiments.

There is a pre-Independence 

law, the Foreigners Act of 1946 that 
empowers the state governments 
to deem any person suspected to 
be an illegal migrant and detain 
him/her. This law was in the play 
in 1951 when the first version 
of the NRC was prepared on the 
basis of that years Census. The 
NCR came under question and the 
Gauhati High Court in 1970 ruled 
that the 1951 draft was not admis-
sible as evidence of citizenship.

Ads by ZINC
The 1951 NRC became a po-

litical tool for Assam agitation that 
saw Prafulla Mahanta of All As-
sam Students Union (AASU) take 
centrestage and grab power in the 
state in 1980s. Six years after AASU 
agitation, the Rajiv Gandhi gov-
ernment signed the Assam Accord 
that promised identification and 
deportation of illegal immigrants.

While identification and de-
portation process never took off, 
the issue became a political hot 
cake. The issue stirred up emo-
tions along religious lines many 
a time. In 1998, the then Assam 
Governor Lieutenant General SK 
Sinha reported to the Centre it 
was only a matter of time before 
the Muslim-dominated areas of 
Assam demanded a merger with 
Bangladesh. Veteran BJP leader 

LK Advani also raised the pitch for 
deportation to illegal migrants, 
which political meant Bangladeshi 
Muslims.

Finally in 2005, the Manmohan 
Singh government announced 
that the NRC would be updated. 
The current process is a follow-up 
of that decision of the Congress-
led UPA government. Tarun Go-
goi of the Congress was the chief 
minister of Assam at the time. The 
process got a major push after 
the BJP came to power in Assam 
in 2016.

Following ethnic clashes be-
tween Bodos and Bengali Muslims 
in Bodoland Territorial Area Dis-
tricts in 2012 causing more than 70 
deaths, a bunch of petitions were 
filed in the Supreme Court seek-
ing direction for speedy update of 
the NRC and deportation of illegal 
migrants. Invoking the Citizenship 
(Registration of Citizens and Issue 
of National Identity Cards) Rules 
2003, the Supreme Court directed 
the government to update the 
NRC in a time-bound manner. The 
process began in 2015.

The final draft of the NRC was 
slated to be presented to the Su-
preme Court, which is monitoring 
the entire process. After govern-
ment failed to publish the final 

NRC draft by June 30 and asked 
for more time, the Supreme Court 
on Monday extended the deadline 
till July 31.

The first draft was published in 
December last year. It had names 
of 1.9 crore people out of the 3.29 
crore applicants. Documents of 
around 38 lakh people were found 
to be suspect. 

This included documents of 29 
lakh people who submitted certifi-
cates issued by ‘gram panchayats’ 
as proof of identity. 

The Gauhati High Court had 
declared these panchayat certifi-
cates as invalid. But the Supreme 
Court modified these ruling mak-
ing them admissible as proof of 
identity if they were followed up 
with proper verification.

So, where is the problem?
Census data shows sharp con-

trast in the percentage of As-
samese and Bengali speakers in 
recent times. In 1991 there were 
57.8 per cent Assamese speakers 
and 21.6 per cent Bengali speak-
ers. The 2011 Census puts the 
number of Assamese speakers at 
1.5 crore or 48.3 per cent and that 
of Bengali speakers at 90 lakh or 
28.9 per cent.

The rise in Bengalis speakers is 
understood to reflect correspond-

ing increase in the population 
of Muslims, who migrated from 
Bangladesh in 1971 and after. The 
determination of illegal migrants 
is ascertained by the foreign-
tribunal.

The BJP government dismissed 
19 foreign-tribunal members last 
year on the grounds of unsatis-
factory performance. They chal-
lenged the decision in the Gau-
hati High Court, which upheld the 
governments assessment. These 
members were believed to be sup-
porting the claims of immigrants 
who have settled in Assam.

NRC coordinator Pradeep 
Hajela proposed a formula es-
tablishing Family Tree - for dif-
ferentiating citizens from illegal 
migrant. Hajela is said to have 
shown a power-point presentation 
to the Supreme Court and got the 
approval.

So, those who fail to establish 
their Indian family tree, are likely 
to classified as illegal migrants 
and face deportation. However, 
this may not be easy given that 
India and Bangladesh dont have 
an agreement to facilitate de-
portation of illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants to that country. This 
will render the identified illegal 
migrants as stateless people.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 3 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh, Ministers and 
MLAs, representatives of 
local bodies attended the 
6th Phase ‘Go To Village’ 
(GTV) camp organised by 
the district administra-
tions at their respective 
areas on Tuesday.

Chief Minister N Biren 
attends GTV at Heingang 
and Yurembam villages in 
Imphal East and Imphal 
West districts.

Addressing the GTV 
meet at Heingang, Biren 
said that the government 
has received as many as 
3.50 lakh complaints in 
the GTV camps so far and 
the government has man-
aged to address about 3 
complains.

Manipur Social Welfare 
and Cooperation Minister 
Nemcha Kipgen attend-
ed the GTV camp at the 
Gopibung Government 
UJB School, Gopibung Vil-
lage under the Champhai 
Sub Division, Kangpokpi 
District.

EM Images

 N Biren Singh interact with citizens during the ‘Go to Village’ mission camp at Yurembam village in 
Imphal west district on Tue. July 3.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1868SUD0KU 1708
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1866

ACROSS
1. Garbage
6. As well
10. Wash by immersion
14. Plants of the lily family
15. Tosses
16. Reflected sound
17. Capital of Morocco
18. Body powder
19. Young female
20. Malice
22. Pressed
24. Listen
25. Solidarities
26. Defuse
29. Singles
30. Prince of Midian
31. Very popular
37. Name of a book
39. Long distance company
40. Steam room
41. Indispensable things
44. Units of radiation
45. Unit of pressure
46. Blame
48. Professions
52. Not active
53. Museum in Paris
54. Resembling the color of grass
58. Sea eagle
59. Scarce
61. Passage between rows
62. Attention (abbrev.)
63. Actor Ken or actress Lena
64. Snake poison
65. Small cup (Scottish)
66. Rational
67. Model rocket company 
DOWN
1. Not cold
2. Jai ____, sport
3. Weeps
4. “Instructable”
5. Actress ______ Rolle

6. Change or modify
7. Unit of baked bread
8. Small Business Loan
9. Suborder of passerine (song) birds
10. Procreated (archaic)
11. Seeds of berries
12. 3 13. Retains
21. Metrical foot
23. Gets up
25. Up to
26. Be excessively fond of

27. Colored part of an eye
28. Collections
29. Academy Award
32. Chieftains
33. Thefts
34. Hawaiian feast
35. Goals
36. Utterly destroy
38. Go in 
42. Matadors
43. Marquis de ____

47. Chop
48. Shoe stud
49. Heart artery
50. Weaklings
51. Levels out
52. Actresses Dunne or Ryan
54. Smile
55. Is not (contraction)
56. Fruit of the blackthorn bush
57. Borders of cloth
60. Wing

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1707

Manipur CM attends ‘Go to Village’ camp Around 26 HOD of 
Manipur University resign

NIA recovers INR 40L cash, 
DeMO notes in Manipur 
terror-financing case

Abducted Meghalaya 
businessman rescued from BiharAssam not dumping ground for illegal immigrants — AASU

NHRC asks Arunachal govt. to pay ‘monetary relief’ to 88 girls forced to undress by their teachers

She distributed deliv-
erables to beneficiaries 
benefitted under various 
governmental schemes. 
Around 15 stalls of various 
government departments 

were opened to ensure 
government schemes 
and benefit reaches at 
the doorsteps of the vil-
lagers. Aadhaar seeding, 
birth certificate, pension 

schemes, free medical 
camp, voter enrolments 
were some of the services 
provided at the stalls.

Addressing the mass 
gatherings, Minister Nem-

New Delhi, July 3 (IANS): As-
serting that Assam is not a 
dumping ground, the All-As-
sam Students Union (AASU) 
on Tuesday urged the central 
government to implement 
the 1985 Assam Accord that 
bars illegal immigrants from 
enjoying citizenship rights, ir-
respective of their faith, in the 
border state.

The demand comes in the 
wake of a controversy that 
arose after an amendment was 
made in the Citizenship Act, 
1955, by the BJP-led central 
government in 2016, propos-
ing grant of citizenship rights 
to all “persecuted” religious 
minorities (barring Muslims) 
from Bangladesh, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.

Addressing a press con-
ference, AASU Chief Advsier 
Samujjal Bhattacharya said: 
“Assam is not a dumping 
ground for illegal immigrants. 
All our borders and lands are 
encroached by illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh and 
today the demographics of As-
sam have changed.

“We have become a minor-
ity in our own motherland and 
have been taking this burden 
since 1971.” 

Terming the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, a 
threat to Assam’s identity, 
Samujjal said that the bill “vio-
lates” the secular spirit of the 
Indian Constitution as it allows 
illegal immigrants on the basis 
of religion.

“This fight is not about Hin-
dus or Muslims -- it is about 
illegal immigrants” he added.

Holding past governments 
responsible for the delay in up-
dating the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC), AASU General 
Secretary Luminjyothi Gogoi 
said: “The NRC was prepared 
in 1951, but has not been up-
dated by past government for 
their vote-bank politics.” 

He said that a series of pro-
tests in Assam made the central 
government update the NRC, 
which is the only safeguard for 
the indigenous people in the 
state. “The Supreme Court is 
monitoring the whole process. 
The final draft of the NRC will 
be published by July 30,” he 
added.  

cha stated that the Go to 
Village mission is in line 
with the vision of the 
Prime Minister, Naren-
dra Modi – ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas’ that aims for 
inclusive development for 
all, even to those residing 
in the farthest corner.

So far, many villagers 
from far-flung areas have 
availed various govern-
mental schemes through 
this effort of the govern-
ment, she asserted. Nem-
cha further appeal the of-
ficials to serve the masses 
without discriminating 
any deserving beneficiar-
ies.

During the visit, Min-
ister Nemcha along with 
the Sub-Divisional Of-
ficer/Block Development 
Officer Champhai, Chun-
glenmang and the officials 
inspected stalls of various 
departments set up at the 
camp and interacted with 
the villagers and enquire 
about their concerns and 
grievances faced by them 
and assured assistance 
from her end. MLA Dr S 

Ranjan also attended GTV 
camp at Yurembam in Im-
phal West district.

Covering seven villages 
under Chandel sub-divi-
sion, the district admin-
istration, Chandel con-
ducted also the 6th phase 
of and Go to Village and 
mission camp success-
fully at Chandel Christian 
village community hall on 
Tuesday.

The villages are Chan-
del  Christ ian,  Modi, 
Beru Angthi, Beru Mol-
labung, Bornidam, Chan-
del Khubul and Chandel 
Khullen. A total of 25 de-
partmental stalls were set 
up at the camp to attend to 
the queries of the villagers.

Various benefits un-
der Government schemes 
were distributed by the 
department of Agricul-
ture, Horticulture, CMHT 
(Chief Minister-gi Hak-
shelgi Tengbang), Edu-
cation, MSPDCL, For-
est etc. Twelve free LPG 
connections were also 
distributed to selected 
beneficiaries.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 3 (EMN): 
Showing solidarity with 
the ongoing agitation 
against Vice Chancellor 
Professor Adya Prasad 
Pandey by the University 
community comprising 
students, teachers and 
staffs, many head of de-
partments of the Manipur 
University number around 
26 have reportedly ten-
dered their resignation so 
far, according to sources.

T h e  d e ve l o p m e n t 
came after the Manipur 
University Teachers As-
sociation (MUTA) had an-
nounced its non-coopera-
tion movement following 
an emergency meeting 
recently.

MUTA also resolved to 
urge the Prime Minister 
who is the university’s Visi-
tor, the Union Human Re-
source Development Min-
ister who is also the Chief 
Rector of university and 
the Chief Minister to in-
stitute a high level enquiry 
to probe into the alleged 
financial and administra-
tive irregularities commit-
ted by Prof Pandey as VC of 
Manipur University.

It may be worth men-
tioning here that Manipur 
University Students Unin 
(MUSU) launched an in-
definite shut down of the 
university from May 30, 
demanding removal of the 
vice-chancellor for over 
15 allegations of financial 
and administrative irregu-
larities, including regular 
unofficial tours and viola-
tion of the university act. 
The move of the students 
was also supported by the 
Manipur University Staffs 
Association and locals re-

siding around the Univer-
sity campus.

On Monday, MUSU 
had staged a symbolic 
funeral of VC Pandey to 
restore normal academic 
atmosphere in the Univer-
sity. Sticking to its stand, 
MUSU leaders said there is 
no question of suspending 
the strike and appealed to 
support the future move-
ment.

Meanwhile President 
of India Ram Nath Kovind 
has expressed his views 
to look into all the issues 
and stated to resolve the 
Manipur University crisis 
at the earliest.

President conveyed 
his view when a 12 mem-
ber Manipur Pradesh 
Congress Committee (I) 
delegation led by former 
deputy chief minister 
Gaikhangam called on the 
President and appraised 
the ongoing university 
crisis during their meeting 
in Rashtrpati Bhavan in 
Delhi,according to party 
sources in Imphal. Two 
Congress MPs Dr Th Mein-
ya and Thangso Baite also 
attended the meeting with 
the president. An MPCC 
(I) delegation had left Im-
phal on June 25 this year 
to meet central leaders on 
various sensitive issues in 
Manipur. 

At this juncture the 
Thadou Students’ Associa-
tion, General Headquar-
ters, Rongmei Naga Stu-
dents’ Organisation, North 
East India and Liangmai 
Naga Katimai Ruangdi, As-
sam, Manipur & Nagaland 
have appealed to shun 
their agitation in the larger 
interest of the students 
and the university.

New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): 
Over INR 40 lakh in cash, 
demonetised currency 
notes and gold have been 
recovered by the NIA, fol-
lowing searches at the resi-
dence of a former director 
of an Imphal-based medi-
cal institute as part of a 
terror-financing probe 
against a banned outfit in 
Manipur.

An NIA spokesperson 
today said the agency 
raided the residence of 
Shyamo Singh, former 
director of the Jawahar Lal 
Nehru Institute of Medical 
Sciences ( JNIMS), yes-
terday as part of a probe 
into the financing of and 
supply of arms, ammuni-
tion and explosives to the 
proscribed terror group, 
KCP (Kangleipak Com-
munist Party).

Cash amounting to 

INR 40.03 lakh, incriminat-
ing documents, demon-
etised currency notes (old 
Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 notes) 
worth INR 1 lakh and 700 
grams of gold were seized 
from the house of Singh, 
the spokesperson said.

Singh was currently 
being questioned by the 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) sleuths, he 
added.

The central probe 
agency had filed an FIR 
in the case last year, af-
ter taking cognisance of a 
criminal complaint lodged 
by the Delhi Police alleg-
ing that the accused or 
suspects were actively as-
sociated with the KCP.

The NIA has filed two 
chargesheets against four 
arrested accused in the 
case till now, the spokes-
person said.

Dimapur, July 3 (EMN): Bihar 
police have rescued a Shillong-
based vegetable merchant from 
the clutches of his captors and 
have arrested five persons near 
Bardih Bazaar in Agrer police 
station in Rohtas district on 
July 3. 

A UNI report quoted su-
perintendent of police (SP) 
Satyaveer Singh as having said 
that the businessman, identified 
as a Vidyanand Paswan, who 
has a business establishment in 
Shillong, was kidnapped for ran-
som from his native town Ara, 
the district headquarters of Bho-
jpur. He said the businessman 
was rescued from the abductors 
when the latter were taking him 
to an unknown location.

The police said that the 

mastermind of the gang was a 
Sanjay Kumar Yadav, a native 
of Purvi Nawada locality in Ara. 
Also, four of his accomplices 
were arrested from the spot. 

According to the SP, Ku-
mar Yadav used to be a tutor 
of businessman`s children. Be-
sides Yadav, the others namely 
Avinash Kumar, Vicky Kumar, 
Vivek Kumar alias Gappu, and 
Tarun Kumar Chaudhary were 
arrested.

He said that a country-made 
pistol, live cartridges and eight 
mobile phones were confiscat-
ed from their possession. Fur-
ther, the vehicle that was used in 
the crime was also seized. It was 
reported that that the business-
man was beaten by his captors, 
leaving him injured.

New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): 
The National Human 
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(NHRC) has asked the 
Arunachal Pradesh gov-
ernment to pay Rs 5,000 
as “monetary relief” to 
each of the 88 girls who 
were allegedly forced to 
undress by their school 
teachers as punishment 
last year.

The students of Class-
es VI and VII of Kasturba 
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya 
in Papum Pare district 
were subjected to the hu-
miliating treatment on 
November 23 after they 
allegedly wrote vulgar 
words against the head 
teacher.

Taking suo motu cog-
nisance of the incident, 
the NHRC had issued no-
tices to the Arunachal 

Pradesh government and 
the Union HRD ministry.

“The NHRC has rec-
ommended that the gov-
ernment of Arunachal 
Pradesh pay INR 5,000 
each, as monetary relief, 
to the 88 girl students of 
the Kasturba Gandhi Bali-
ka Vidyalaya, Papum Pare, 
who were stripped off 
their dignity when forced 
to remove their clothes in 
front of the entire school, 
as punishment by the 
three teachers,” the NHRC 
said in a statement.

It said it has asked the 
government for a compli-
ance report and proof of 
payments made within 
four weeks.

The panel said the stu-
dents were punished de-
spite they denying to have 
written “vulgar words 

against the head teacher 
and another student on a 
piece of paper”.

The NHRC’s directions 
come after reports re-
ceived from the state gov-
ernment confirmed that 
the act of the three school 
teachers had been found 
“inhumane and cruel”.

“Their action on mi-
nor girl students was 
against the basic human 
dignity and decency. After 
enquiry, the education 
department placed one 
teacher under suspen-
sion, while the two others 
were removed from the 
services,” it said.

The matter was re-
ported to the police sta-
tion and a case was reg-
istered under IPC and 
POCSO Act, the panel 
said.

The three teachers 
were arrested and later 
released on bail. The girl 
students were provided 
emotional and psycho-
logical counselling, the 
commission said.

It said the government 
report indicates that au-
thorities “failed” to pro-
tect the right to dignity of 
the girls.

Issuing the notices to 
the state’s chief secretary 
and the HRD secretary, 
the NHRC had observed 
that the “sordid act” of the 
teachers was inexcusable.

“Teachers are always 
highly respected in the so-
ciety as they play the role 
of a true guide and protec-
tor for their students. Such 
an inhuman and insensi-
ble act cannot be expected 
from them,” it said.

The HRD ministry has 
issued a series of guide-
lines to state governments, 
including on safety and 
security of girl students in 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika 
Vidyalayas.

The state government 
has served a show-cause 
notice to the chairman of 
Arunachal Farmers’ Devel-
opment Society, Sagalee, 
which runs the school. It 
has asked why the MoU 
signed between the socie-
ty with SSA, Rajya Mission, 
Itanagar, should not be 
terminated, the statement 
stated.

According to the state-
ment, it has been directed 
that male headmasters 
and teachers engaged in 
all KGBVs in the state be 
replaced immediately and 
cameras be installed in the 

hostels for girls.
“The interactive ses-

sions have been aimed 
at taking into cognizance 
the issues of the college 
teachers and enable them 
to render their duties and 
bring in more improve-
ment in the overall land-
scape of education in the 
state,” it added.

In another decision, 
the state government an-
nounced to give bicycles 
to all the girl students for 
securing first division in 
HSLC Examinations.

To stimulate the em-
ployability of engineering 
and commerce graduates, 
10 centres of excellence 
will be set up where indus-
try bodies will be impart-
ing training to the students 
as a part of Entrepreneur-
ial Resource Programme.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st June 18

NOTICE
No.M-195/18     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Y. Kikon -Vrs- 
Chanbemo Kikon  resident of  Purana Bazar Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 21.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Y. Kikon
Village/Block No: Purana Bazar, Patta No: 1145
Dag No: 104/1703, Area: 01B-01K-08 Ls
North: Yanpothung Kikon, South: Meriyamo, 
East: Approach Road, West: Thosamo Kikon Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5652

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 3rd July’18

NOTICE
No.M-227/18/2449-50     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Kupu .V. 
Swu -Vrs- Bokashi  resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 03.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Kupu .V. Swu
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 439
Dag No: 727, Area: 02-00-00
North: Nullah, South: Approach Road, East: Imti Ao, West: Approach Road

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5653

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 3rd July’18
NOTICE

No.M-226/18/2446      Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Atokhu. G. Chishi and Kenneth. G. Chishi -Vrs- Bokashi  resident of  
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 
51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 03.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Atokhu .G. Chishi & Kenneth .G. Chishi
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 1228
Dag No: 712/1703, Area: 01-00-00
North: Approach Road, South: Yesheli, 
East: Approach Road, West: Ghokheio Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5654

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 3rd July’18
NOTICE

No.M-228/18/2447-48     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Late. Vikhato 
Sema -Vrs- Kitol & Katovi resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 03.08.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Late. Vikhato Sema
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 530
Dag No: 862, Area: 01-02-10
North: Approach Road, South: Heikhu, 
East: Atovi, West: Approach Road

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5655

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 29th June’17

NOTICE
No.M-219/18/2277-78     Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Aruna Mech 
-Vrs- Ketsolhoulie Lhoushi resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 29.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Aruna Mech
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 963
Dag No: 198/1128, Area: 00-02-10
North: Approach Road, South: Bakato Sema, 
East: Sanju Mech, West: Pitoshe Sema Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5646

I, KHETOI PUKHAHE SUMI 
(OLD NAME) SHOULD 

BE KNOWN AS, KHETOI  
PUKHAHE AWOMI (NEW 

NAME) BY AFFIVAVIT 
NO.328/18, DT: 02/07/2018.

D-5651

NAME CHANGE

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND
Dt. Dimapur the 2nd June’18

NOTICE
No: Rev-13/80-D/Pt/           // Notice is hereby given that Shri. 
C. Burba, resident of  Padumpukhuri Village Dimapur, 
has applied for correction of land Patta/Jamabandi 
covered by Patta No.358, Dag No.627,  measuring an 
area 02B-00K-13 Ls  located at Padumpukhuri Village, 
Mouza No.3. 
Therefore, any claim/objection concerning to the said 
land may be submitted to the undersigned in writing on 
or before 2.8.18.

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5647

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND
Dt. Dimapur the 29th June’18

NOTICE
No: Rev-13/80-D/Pt/           / Notice is hereby given that 
Miss. Awele W. Kenye D/o W.G Kenye  resident of  
Diphupar Village Dimapur, has applied for correction of 
name in land Patta/Jamabandi covered by Patta No.33, 
Dag No.36, measuring an area 00B-01K-14 Ls,  situated  
at Purana Bazar, Mouza No.03. 
Therefore, any claim/objection concerning to the said 
land may be submitted to the undersigned in writing on 
or before …………………

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5648

OFFICE OF THE
RAZHAPHE VILLAGE COUNCIL

Dhansiripar Sub-Division
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

DATE: 03/7/18
NOTICETo

Shri. R. ZANABEMO JAMI
S/o. Late Renao Jami
H/No.307, United North Block ‘B’
Dimapur, Nagaland
In pursuance to your default in clearing the outstanding amount as per Sale Deed 

dated 10th January’2014 and several grace periods as well as yourself declaration, your 
last covenant written in your own handwriting Dated 29/06/2017 and so also Dated 14th 
May’ 2018, wherein you have declared to clear the outstanding amount within June’ 
2018, but failed. Hence, your claim over the land measuring an area of 11 (eleven) Puras 
located at Razhaphe Village, Dhansiripar Sub-Division, Dist. Dimapur, Nagaland has been 
confiscated by Razhaphe Village Council.

 (KETSOKHRIE ZIERÜ) (NEIPHILIE KENSE) (RÜKHIEZETUO SANCHU)
 Head G.B. Chairman Secretary,
 Razhaphe Village Razhaphe Village Council Razhaphe Village Council D
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
No.DTE/COUN-INST/1/2016-17 Kohima, dated the 2nd July, 2018.

NOTIFICATION ON STATE COUNSELLING 2018-19
This is to inform all the interested candidates that the Directorate of Technical Education is 
conducting State Counselling on Medical, Paramedical, Engineering and allied courses for the 
current academic year 2018-19 on 5th and 6th July, 2018 from 10Am onwards. All together 22 
Private Institutions are participating in the State counselling scheduled. The list of participating 
Institutions can be accessed from the Directorate website www.dtenagaland.org.in 
Venue: Government Polytechnic Kohima (GPK), towards Indira Gandhi Stadium, Kohima
Date: 5th& 6th July, 10 A.M onwards. (Er. Arjun Singh)

DirectorIssued by DIPR KG
-2
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EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, July 4, 2018

SpaceX. (Photo Twitter@SpaceX)

SpaceX spacecraft carrying AI 
robot Cimon reaches space station 

Help NASA track mosquitoes, 
reduce disease outbreaks  

Here is why researchers working in polar regions are coming together 

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ju l y  3 
(IANS): A SpaceX Drag-
on spacecraft loaded 
with about 2,600 kg of 
research materials and 
supplies, including an 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
robot named Cimon, 
reached the Internation-
al Space Station on Mon-
day, NASA said.

The spacecraft lifted 
off on a Falcon 9 rocket 
on June 29 from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Sta-
tion in Florida.

“Capture confirmed! 
Dragon now attached to 
the Space Station robotic 
arm,” SpaceX tweeted on 
Monday.

N A S A  a s t r o n a u t s 
Ricky Arnold and Drew 
Feustel captured the 
Dragon spacecraft using 
the space station’s Cana-
darm2 robotic arm, the 
US space agency wrote 
in a blog post.

Among the research 
arriving on Dragon is a 
cellular biology investi-
gation (Micro-12) to un-
derstand how micrograv-
ity affects the growth, 
gene expression and 
ability of a model bacte-

V a s c o - d a - G a m a 
(Goa),July 3 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Polar regions 
have a major influence 
on global climate and 
this is making research-
ers working in both the 
Arctic and the Antarc-
tic to come together to 
share knowledge and 
experience.

The South and the 
North poles are the two 
coldest climatic regions 
on the earth, affecting 
the climate of the entire 
planet. Both polar re-
gions are similar in their 
characteristics such as 
physical-chemical, cli-
mate, environmental 
etc., showing continu-
ously low temperatures, 
limited freshwater avail-
ability, extreme season-
ality and unique envi-
ronmental conditions.

The Antarctic is the 
south pole continent 
covered by an immense 
icecap and surround-
ed by ocean, while the 
Arctic is the north pole 
ocean covered with sea 
ice and pack ice. The 
polar regions are warm-
ing much more quickly 
especially at the North 
pole than the elsewhere 
in the earth.

In the time of rapid 
climate and environ-
mental  changes,  the 
s t u d y  o f  b o t h  p o l e s 
and the identification 
of drivers behind the 
global climatic changes 
become increasingly 
important. To bring sci-
entists working in both 
the poles together, the 
International Polar Year 
was observed during 
2007-2008 and it was 
decided to have such an 
event once in every ten 
years. POLAR 2018, held 
at Davos, Switzerland 
during 15-26 June, was a 
result of this. An Indian 
delegation of research-
ers working in both the 
poles participated in the 
meeting.

Indian is an equato-
rial country but it has 
a presence in both the 
polar regions and polar 
studies have become 
major research area. In-
dian connection with 

the Antarctica is millions 
of years old as both con-
tinents were the part of 
Gondwana Superconti-
nent. India has research 
bases in the Arctic, the 
Antarctic and the Hima-
layas. Therefore, POLAR 
2018 provided unique 
opportunity to showcase 
Indian research in polar 
regions.

“Indian national po-
lar research programs 
were addressing global-
ly significant research 
problems and challenges 
in collaboration of inter-
national organisations 
like SCAR and IASC.” :Dr. 
Ravichandran said

The conference was 
a joint event of Scientific 
Committee on Antarctic 
Research (SCAR) and 
the International Arc-
tic Science Committee 
(IASC), organized by the 
WSL-Institute for Snow 
and Avalanche Research 
and hosted by the Swiss 
Federal Institute for For-
est, Snow and Landscape 
Research.

In d i a n  s c i e n t i s t s 
from various institutes 
as the Goa-based Na-
tional Centre for Antarc-
tic and Ocean Research 
(NCAOR), Indian Insti-
tute of Geomagnetism, 
Delhi University, Mani-
pal University and Goa 
University participated 
in the conference which 
covered the broad spec-
trum of research from 
the polar regions.

Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences Secretary Dr. M 
Rajeevan and NCAOR 
director Dr.  M Ravi-
chandran attended the 
meeting of the Scien-
tific Committee on Ant-
arctic Research (SCAR). 
Dr Ravichandran was 
elected as SCAR Vice 
President along with 
Prof Gary Wilson of New 
Zealand and Dr. Cather-
ine Ritz of France.

Dr.  Ravichandran 
said the Indian nation-
al polar research pro-
grams were addressing 
globally significant re-
search problems and 
challenges in collabo-
ration of international 
organizations like SCAR 

rium to transfer electrons 
through its cell mem-
brane along the bacterial 
nanowires it produces. 

Such bacteria could be 
used in microbial fuel cells 
to make electricity from 
waste organic material.

A n  E a r t h  s c i e n c e 
instrument called the 
ECOsystem Spaceborne 
Thermal Radiometer Ex-
periment on Space Sta-
tion (ECOSTRESS) will 
provide a new space-
based measurement of 
how plants respond to 
changes in water avail-
ability. This data can help 
society better manage 
agricultural water use.

The spacecraft’s oc-
cupant also included a 
robot named Cimon, 
short for Crew Interac-
tive Mobile Companion.

The pilot study with 
Cimon is a technology 
demonstration project, 
and an observational 
study that aims to obtain 
the first insights into the 
effects on crew support 
by AI, in terms of effi-
ciency and acceptance 
during long-term mis-
sions in space.

Washington, July 3 (IANS): NASA has in-
vited citizen scientists to help them track 
mosquitos known to carry and spread 
diseases like Zika, West Nile Virus and ma-
laria to create new forecast models that 
can predict the spread of these diseases.

“We do not have enough information 
on the geographic distribution of mos-
quito and time-variation in their popula-
tions. If a lot of people participated in this 
citizen science initiative worldwide, it will 
help fill in gaps and that would help our 
work,” Assaf Anyamba, a scientist from 
Universities Space Research Association 
at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, said in a statement.

NASA scientists have initiated the 
work with DEVELOP team -- part of 
NASA’s Applied Sciences Programme, 
which addresses environmental and 
public policy issues -- to create the 
models. 

The teams blended the citizen science 
data with NASA satellite observations of 
land surface temperatures, humidity, 

soil moisture, elevation, vegetation and 
precipitation. 

The data were then used to create an 
interactive, open-source map on Google 
Earth Engine to improve prediction mod-
els for disease-carrying mosquitoes. 

Early results have showed that vegeta-
tion, humidity and soil moisture made 
it easier for mosquitoes to thrive during 
the summer months. During the winter, 
elevation played a stronger role in creat-
ing mosquito-friendly habitats. 

The public can help track mosquitoes 
by downloading an app called GLOBE 
Observer, and then collect data over the 
summer using the Mosquito Habitat 
Mapper tool in the app, NASA said. 

The app guides users through the 
process of identifying and eliminating 
mosquito breeding sites in order to re-
duce mosquito populations in their im-
mediate surroundings.

More citizen science data from more 
areas of the world could help, the US 
space agency noted.

and IASC. India, as a 
member of many inter-
national forums, plays a 
vital role in international 
global issues and obser-
vations.

In d i a n  s c i e n t i s t s 
highlighted the work 
of an Indo-Norwegian 
collaborative project, 
MADICE, being imple-
mented in East Antarc-
tica. Silicate weathering 
in the East Antarctica by 
using strontium isotope 
and biogeochemistry of 
the Arctic Fjords were 
other important works 
presented during the 
scientific sessions. In-
dian scientists Dr. Ra-
hul Mohan and Dr. P 
V Bhaskar chaired the 
sessions on ‘connecting 
polar research across 
boundaries’ and ‘bioge-
ochemical cycling in the 
polar regions: terrestrial 
and ocean interaction’ 
respectively. Young In-
dian researcher, Gau-
tami Samuia, received 
the best poster award 
from the Asia region on 
‘unique ecosystems of 
cryoconites from East 
Antarctica’.

The menace of mi-
croplastics, Arctic sea 
ice depletion, melting of 
West Antarctic ice sheets 
were the burning issues 

discussed during the 
open science confer-
ence, Dr. Rahul Mohan, 
senior  scientist  and 
member of delegation, 
told India Science Wire.

Indian activities in 
the Antarctica have seen 
many milestones and In-
dia has established itself 
in the global commu-
nity of polar researchers. 
India launched its first 
expedition to Antarctica 
in 1981 and within two 
years signed the Ant-
arctic Treaty in 1983. 
The first Indian research 
base Dakshin Gangotri 
was established in 1983-

84 and India become 
a member of SCAR in 
1984. At present, India 
has two research bases 
Maitri and Bharati in 
Antarctica. The South 
Pole  expedit ion was 
launched and Indian 
team reached the South 
Pole in 2010-11. In the 
Arctic, Indian research 
base Himadri was estab-
lished in 2008 and India 
received the permanent 
observer status in Arctic 
Council in 2013. Besides 
the Polar regions, a high-
altitude research base 
Himansh has built in 
2016 in the Himalayas.
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Divided We Fall

I
ndia has every right to be disappointed with the 
latest declaration of United Nations against ter-
rorism. As a matter of fact there is nothing new in 
the declaration. An almost similar declaration was 

adopted by the same body nearly three years ago. The 
adaptation of the almost similar declaration proves it 
that during the last three years not much progress has 
been made to combat terrorism. As a result, the grav-
est threat against mankind has gained more strength.

The causes behind the failure to combat terror-
ism are not difficult to ascertain. The world is still di-
vided in tackling this menace. Division among vari-
ous countries of the world is providing fresh lease of 
life to terrorism. While the terrorists are going on a 
killing spree, nations are still debating whom to call 
a terrorist and whom not to; which organisation 
should be banned for helping and abetting terror-
ism. Clearly, till the world stands in unison against 
this mindless violence and senseless killings, terror-
ists will have a free run.

It cannot be denied that India is among the worst 
affected nations since the rise of terrorism. First it was 
the Khalistanis and then militancy in Kashmir kept 
the country disturbed for nearly four decades. The na-
tion has lost two of its Prime Ministers while combat-
ing terrorism. Many lives were lost. Innocent people 
were targeted; properties worth crores of rupees were 
destroyed. Even an aircraft was hijacked to free jailed 
terrorists. But while all this were happening, other na-
tions did not take a sympathetic view towards India. 
Rather some nations tried to glorify terrorism as an 
ethnic struggle.

The world woke up after the 9/11 terrorist attack in 
United States of America. But even after such a tragic 
incident, USA did not try to develop a consensus to 
fight against terrorism. It only took its allied nations 
to fight the menace. USA didn’t pay any heed to India’s 
cry to destroy the nursery of terrorism in Pakistan. But 
every time, USA has resisted Indian pressure just to 
keep Islamabad happy as it knew that India will never 
support American imperialism. While USA stood be-
hind Pakistan, a new player in world politics China 
entered in to the scene. In its aspiration to become a 
super power, China started financing projects in that 
country and even invested huge amounts of money 
in the ambitious China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) project. This has altered all the narratives in 
South Asia. Just to prove its solidarity with Pakistan, on 
number of occasions, China has vetoed the proposal 
of declaring Mumbai attack mastermind Hafeez Say-
eed as a terrorist.

Due to such partisan attitude of various nations, 
the fight against terrorism is yet to begin in right ear-
nest. All big nations are eager to look at their interests 
first than taking the terrorists head on. But time has 
now come for all of us to realise that victory over ter-
rorism cannot be achieved remaining divided. It is 
time now to understand the difference between eth-
nic struggle, insurgency and terrorism. Redressing the 
genuine grievances of the people is not the agenda of 
the terrorists. The terrorists are only interested in kill-
ings and wanton destruction. The world should stand 
together to teach them a lesson to save mankind.

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Jon Tennant | Aeon

God’s perfect world is for all 
who believe in Jesus.

Katie was given a school assignment to write an es-
say entitled “My Perfect World.” She wrote: “In my 
perfect world . . . ice cream is free, lollipops are eve-

rywhere, and the sky is blue all the time, with only a few 
clouds that have interesting shapes.” Then her essay took 
a more serious turn. In that world, she continued, “No one 
will come home to bad news. And no one will have to be 
the one to deliver it.”

No one will come home to bad news. Isn’t that wonder-
ful? Those words point powerfully to the confident hope 
we have in Jesus. He is “making everything new”—healing 
and transforming our world (Revelation 21:5).

Paradise is the place of “no more”—no more evil, no 
more death, no more mourning, no more pain, no more 
tears (v. 4)! It is a place of perfect communion with God, 
who by His love has redeemed and claimed believers as His 
own (v. 3). What marvelous joy awaits us!

We can enjoy a foretaste of this perfect reality here and 
now. As we seek to fellowship with God daily, we expe-
rience the joy of His presence (Colossians 1:12–13). And 
even as we struggle against sin, we experience, in part, the 
victory that is ours in Christ (2:13–15), the One who fully 
conquered sin and death.

   Lord, thank You that You are making all things new. 
Help us to live in the hope of the day we will live with 

You, pure and blameless, on a new earth in Your 
presence forever and ever.

First Anniversary of GST: Positive 
Outcomes With Implementaion Hiccups

Competitiveness and the Path To a Prosperous India 

Scholarly Publishing is Broken. Here’s How To Fix it

I
ndia has celebrated the first anniver-
sary of the launch of the Goods and 
Services Tax on 1st of July 2018. This 
is a good time to look at what has 

been achieved and what could have been 
done better.

Revenue collections for May from the 
goods and services tax (GST) have come 
in at Rs 95,610 crore, of which Rs 31,645 
crore will flow into central kitty and Rs 
36,683 crore will go to the states. Collec-
tions for April were Rs 94,016 crore while 
the average for the last fiscal stood at just 
below Rs 90,000 crore. GST’s impact was 
already visible in direct tax collections; 
gross advance tax collections for personal 
income tax had grown by 44% y-o-y for the 
April-June period while the corresponding 
rise for corporate income tax was 17%. “In-
direct tax collections for the GST basket of  
commodities have grown by 11.2% while 
the buoyancy is at 1.2, which is unheard 
of for indirect taxes. About 1.12 crore busi-
nesses are now registered for GST includ-
ing 63.8 lakh who have migrated from the 

previous regime (new registrations are over 
48 lakh).

GST is undoubtedly a remarkable 
achievement and something to be cherished 
because it is injecting an incredible dose of  
self-belief, making the economy more ef-
ficient. A massive enterprise formalisation 
is taking place, and one year of GST has 
given the process a boost. Formalisation 
is accelerating because policy-making has 
finally made the leap from classical physics 
(discrete systems) to quantum physics (eve-
rything is interconnected). Manish Sabhar-
wal of Teamlease Services remarked that 
India’s odds for sustainable poverty reduc-
tion have greatly improved with 47 lakh 
new formal enterprises from one year of  
GST — a clear disruption to the 64 lakh 
enterprises previously registered for indi-
rect taxes in 70 years — because formal 
jobs change lives in ways that no subsidy 
can. Latest CSO data that showed 41.26 
lakh new jobs were created in the eight 
months preceding April 2018 and 6.85 lakh 
in April, what holds significance is that for-
malisation is actually happening.

GST has contributed to the GDP. In-

dia’s gross domestic product (GDP) grew 
at 7.7 percent in the fourth-quarter of the 
2017-18 financial year and that was be-
cause of GST. The introduction of the 
GST has directly benefitted the conglomer-
ate’s FMCG business. The GST has proved 
to be a hurdle for tax evaders. They have 
found it difficult to escape the tax reform

.Five changes have been brought by the 
GST in one year which will be beneficial to 
the common man in long run. First,,  bring-
ing in petroleum, real-estate and electricity 
under the purview of GST will provide 
relief to the common by reduced prices of  
these essential commodities. Second, 28% 
slab will be scraped as the Chief Economic 
Advisor Subramanian said in a recent 
event that doing away with the 28% bracket 
is the need of the hour. Third, Fewer tax 
rates will remain as while PM Modi has 
categorically said that ‘milk and mercedes’ 
cannot be taxed at the same rate,Fourth, 
The decisions for GST 2.0 have been taken 
and one is looking forward for its actualiza-
tion  so that the economic acceleration that 
GST is capable of can come alive. Fifth, 
For the complete benefits of GST to be re-

alised, more checks and balances need to 
be put in place to ensure that there is no 
evasion. Following the e-way bill rollout, 
there were reports of unscrupulous traders 
using horse-carts for inter-state transfer of  
goods even above Rs 50,000 to evade taxes. 
These need to be curbed to ensure that the 
common man is not burdened any further. 

Despite all of this, we saw considerable 
difficulties faced by taxpayers, resulting in 
frustration while filing returns and claim-
ing refunds. The government had to under-
take the unenviable task of setting up the IT 
infrastructure and getting it right, all while 
it is running. There is merit in the general 
criticism that GST in India is complicated 
because of multiple tax rates, selective de-
nial of input tax credits, multiple returns 
filing in different states, etc. The govern-
ment can equally justify the difference in 
applicable GST rates for socio-economic 
and political reasons

Although it may take a few years before 
the country can truly begin to enjoy the 
full benefits of GST, it would be a journey 
which would be worthwhile for the Indian 
economy.

A
re most nations able to keep 
up economic progress while 
ensuring improved standards 
of  living for their citizens? Or 

vice-versa? Are all productive nations 
prosperous? The answer is No.

Even an advanced nation such as the 
US, which ranks second in the Global 
Competitiveness Report 2017, gets no 
mention in the top 10 countries in terms 
of  social progress. On the other hand, a 
nation with “very high social progress” 
such as Iceland, barely makes it to the top 
20 competitive economies of  the world. 
Even a booming economy like China, 
which is ranked high in terms of  competi-
tiveness, fails to assure that its citizens are 
also able to reap the fruits of  increasing 
competitiveness.

The bitter truth is that most nations are 
unable to manage a balance between com-
petitiveness and social progress -- though 
both are essential to create a prosperous 
nation. Prosperity arises out of  successful 
competitiveness, which is a combination 
of  two key factors: Achievement of  pro-
ductivity and economic progress, which 
we call competitiveness; and secondly, 
ensuring that the benefits of  the improved 
competitiveness percolates to the citizens, 
which we call social progress. Unless and 

until citizens reap the benefits of  the high-
er productivity and improved competitive-
ness, the nation will not be able to become 
prosperous.

The question is: Where does  
India stand?
The World Bank recently predicted that 
India will be the fastest-growing economy 
in 2018-19 with a growth rate of  7.3 per 
cent, and there is hope is that it will only 
move upwards in the coming two years. 
And, currently, it stands at the 40th posi-
tion globally in competitiveness. The Indi-
an gross value added (GVA) has the largest 
contribution coming from the service sec-
tor, which has a sectoral GVA of 8.3, fol-
lowed by GVA of 7.7 of  industry, and 2.1 
for agriculture and allied activities, based 
on the advanced estimates of  2017-18.

Can we assume that a flourishing 
economy will ensure a prosperous India? 
Not quite. Currently, India is at a poor 
social progress standing of  98th position 
globally, much behind Asian countries 
like Japan, and even South Asian neigh-
bours like Sri Lanka and Nepal. It has an 
infant mortality rate of  37 per 1,000 live 
births, and 21.92 per cent of  the popula-
tion continues to remain below the pover-
ty level. Even though there remains a posi-
tive relationship between competitiveness 
and social progress, India needs to deal 

with the pinching issues of  poor standards 
of  living for its citizens. 

As Michael Porter says, “building 
prosperity is a marathon”, wherein it 
takes long to raise competitiveness levels 
and even longer to ensure the benefits of  
the increased productivity reach citizens.

No doubt India is facing an uphill 
task. Then, how do we make a prosperous 
nation?

India is showing potential of  increased 
competitiveness lately, but the key to pros-
perity lies not just in economic progress, 
but in sustenance of  the same, comple-
mented by an increased standard of  liv-
ing for the citizens. On one hand, India 
needs pick up pace at being an innovative 
economy, and let innovation and clusters 
drive it to a point of  sustainable economic 
progress. Currently, online application for 
patents and trademarks has increased by 
90 per cent and 80 per cent, respectively.

The wheels of progress are already in 
motion for clusters as conducive environ-
ments are being created for the IT sector, 
especially in Bengaluru. There are also 
talks about creating favourable business en-
vironment to create Artificial Intelligence 
clusters in Maharashtra and cyber-security 
clusters in Hyderabad. The fusion of two 
growth-enabling factors is going to make 
India a sustainable competitive economy.

On the other hand, the businesses 

need to create value for the citizens of  
the nation and ensure that such innova-
tion is not restricted to just the productive 
sectors, but to facets of  health, education, 
water and sanitation, as well as a strug-
gling agriculture sector, which seems to be 
a missing piece in the Indian scenario.

Sustainable economic progress and ro-
bust social progress go hand-in-hand, and 
India can create this prosperity by learning 
from the best, especially Nordic countries 
like Switzerland and Sweden. These na-
tions are among the few that ace the game 
in social as well as economic progress, as 
their relative standing remains in the top 
10 for both. Creation of  an innovative 
economy has also allowed these nations to 
reap the joys of  being prosperous nations.

The pathway to prosperity lies in In-
dia’s capacity to reach higher economic 
progress, sustain it and ensure higher 
standards of  living of  its citizens, wherein 
the driving force must be innovation. So, 
the need of  the hour is to create an innova-
tion-economy which drives the economy 
and reaches the citizens of  the country!

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India. He can be 

contacted at amit.kapoor@competitiveness.
in and tweets @kautiliya. Paramjeet 

Chawla, senior researcher, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India has contributed to 

the article).

T
he world of  scholarly communi-
cation is broken. Giant, corpo-
rate publishers with racketeer-
ing business practices and profit 

margins that exceed Apple’s treat life-sav-
ing research as a private commodity to be 
sold at exorbitant profits. Only around 25 
per cent of  the global corpus of  research 
knowledge is ‘open access’, or accessible 
to the public for free and without subscrip-
tion, which is a real impediment to resolv-
ing major problems, such as the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.

Recently, Springer Nature, one of  the 
largest academic publishers in the world, 
had to withdraw its European stock mar-
ket floatation due to a lack of  interest. 
This announcement came just days after 
Couperin, a French consortium, cancelled 
its subscriptions to Springer Nature jour-
nals, after Swedish and German universi-
ties cancelled their Elsevier subscriptions 
to no ill effect, besides replenished library 
budgets. At the same time, Elsevier has 
sued Sci-Hub, a website that provides free, 
easy access to 67 million research articles. 
All evidence of  a broken system.

The European Commission is cur-
rently letting publishers bid for the de-
velopment of  an EU-wide open-access 
scholarly publishing platform. But is the 
idea for this platform too short-sighted? 
What the Commission is doing is essen-
tially finding new ways of  channelling 
public funds into private hands. At the 
same time, due to the scale of  the opera-
tion, it prevents more innovative services 
from getting a foothold into the publishing 
world. This is happening at the same time 
as these mega-publishers are moving into 
controlling the entire research workflow – 
from ideation to evaluation. Researchers 
will become the provider, the product, and 
the consumer.

A global community to coordinate 
and regain control – to develop a public 
open-access infrastructure – of  research 
and scholarly communication for the pub-
lic good is long overdue. The issues of  gov-
ernance and ownership of  public research 
have never been clearer. Another isolated 
platform will simply replicate the prob-
lems of  the current journal-based system, 
including the ‘publish or perish’ mentality 
that perverts the research process, and the 
anachronistic evaluation system based on 
corporate brands.

Researchers are still forced to write 
‘papers’ for these journals, a communica-
tion format designed in the 17th century. 
Now, in a world where the power of  web-
based social networks is revolutionising 
almost every other industry, researchers 
need to take back control.

The European Commission has called 
for full, immediate open access to all sci-
entific publications by 2020 – something 
often mocked for being unrealistic, and 
that current growth trends suggest we will 
fail to achieve. But it is unrealistic only 
if  one focuses on the narrow view of the 
current system.

If  we diversify our thinking away from 
the superficial field of  journals and arti-
cles, and instead focus on the power of  
networked technologies, we can see all 
sorts of  innovative models for scholarly 
communication. One ideal, based on ex-
isting services, would be something much 
more granular and continuous, with com-
munication and peer review as layered, 
collaborative processes: envisage a host-
ing service such as GitHub combined 
with Wikipedia combined with a Q&A 
site such as Stack Exchange. Imagine 
using version control to track the proc-
ess of  research in real time. Peer review 
becomes a community-governed process, 
where the quality of  engagement becomes 
the hallmark of  individual reputations. 
Governance structures can be mediated 
through community elections. Critically, 
all research outputs can be published and 
credited – videos, code, visualisations, 
text, data, things we haven’t even thought 
of  yet. Best of  all, a system of fully open 
communication and collaboration, with 
not an ‘impact factor’ (a paper’s average 
number of  citations, used to rate journals) 
in sight.

Such a system of scholarly communi-
cation requires the harmonising of  three 
key elements: quality control and mod-
eration, certification and reputation, and 
incentives for engagement. For example, 
it would be easy to have a quality-control 
process in which instead of  the closed 
and secretive process of  peer review, self-
organised and unrestricted communities 
collaborate together for research to attain 
verification and validation. The recklessly 
used impact factor can be replaced by a re-
ward system that altruistically recognises 
the quality of  engagement, as defined by 
how content is digested by a community, 
which itself  can be used to unlock new 

abilities within such a system. The beauty 
is that the incentive for researchers switch-
es from publishing in journal X to engag-
ing in a manner that is of  most value to 
their community. By coupling such activi-
ties with academic records and profiles, 
research assessment bodies can begin to 
recognise the immense value this has over 
current methods of  evaluation, including 
its simplicity.

How will we fund scholarly publish-
ing? Well, it’s a $25 billion a year industry: 
I’m sure libraries can spare a dime. Mak-
ing a more just system of scholarly com-
munication open-source means that any 
community can copy it, and customise 
it suit the community’s own needs, driv-
ing down costs immensely. Furthermore, 
initiatives such as the Global Sustainabil-
ity Coalition for Open Science Services 
(SCOSS) or a recent proposal for libraries 
to set aside just 2.5 per cent of  their budget 
to support such innovative systems, offer 
paths forward. The possibility is real for 
creating something so superior to the 
present system that people will wonder 
how publishers ever got away with it for 
so long.

All of  the technology and traits to 
build a hybridised scholarly commons 
infrastructure already exists. It is up to 
academic communities themselves to 
step away from their apathy and towards 
a fairer and more democratic system for 
sharing our knowledge and work. That is, 
after all, what research is all about. The 
question of  publishing reform is not theo-
retically or conceptually complex. The fu-
ture of  scholarly communication depends 
more on overcoming social tensions and 
the training to defer to a powerful system 
embedded in global research cultures than 
on breaking down technological barriers.

Members of  the academic community 
ought to hold themselves accountable for 
the future of  scholarly communication. 
There are simple steps that we all can 
take: many have already done so:

1. Sign, and commit to, the Declara-
tion on Research Assessment, and de-
mand fairer evaluation criteria independ-
ent of  journal brands. This will reduce 
dependencies on commercial journals 
and their negative impact on research.

2. Demand openness. Even in re-
search fields such as global health, 60 per 
cent of  researchers do not archive their 
research so it is publicly available, even 
when it is completely free and within jour-

nal policies to do so. We should demand 
accountability for openness to liberate this 
life-saving knowledge.

3. Know your rights. Researchers can 
use the Scholarly Publishing and Aca-
demic Rights Coalition (SPARC) Author 
Addendum to retain rights to their re-
search, instead of  blindly giving it away to 
publishers. Regain control.

4. Support libraries. Current library 
subscription contracts are protected from 
public view by ‘non-disclosure clauses’ 
that act to prevent any price transparency 
in a profoundly anti-competitive prac-
tice that creates market dysfunction. We 
should support libraries in renegotiating 
such contracts, and in some cases even 
provide support in cancelling them, so 
that they can reinvest funds in more sus-
tainable publishing ventures.

5. Help to build something better. 
On average, academics currently spend 
around $5,000 for each published article 
– to get a PDF and some extra sides. A 
range of  different studies and working 
examples exist that show the true cost of  
publishing an article can be as low as $100 
using cost-efficient funding schemes, com-
munity buy-in, and technologies that go a 
step further than PDF generation. We can 
do better.

6. Use your imagination. What would 
you want the scholarly communication 
system to look like? What are all the won-
derful features you would include? What 
can you do to help turn a vision into real-
ity?

It is feasible to achieve 100 per cent 
open access in the future while saving 
around 99 per cent of  the global spend-
ing budget on publishing. Funds could be 
better spent instead on research, grants for 
under-privileged students and minority 
researchers, improving global research in-
frastructure, training, support and educa-
tion. We can create a networked system, 
governed by researchers themselves, de-
signed for effective, rapid, low-cost com-
munication and research collaboration.

Scholarly publishers are not just going 
to sit back and let this happen, so it is up to 
research funders, institutes and research-
ers themselves to act to make a system 
that represents defensible democratic val-
ues, rather than rapacity.

(Jon Tennant is a palaeontologist and 
independent researcher and consultant, 

working on public access to scientific 
knowledge.)

DAILY

PATH
A Perfect World

BIBLE READ:   REVELATION 21:1–5
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am 
making everything new!”     

~  Revelation 21:5
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Suddenly things 
are coming to a head for you, Aries. The 
drama is escalating and you aren’t sure if you 
can remember all your lines. Take things one 

step at a time. Deal with the issues as they come. If you 
get ahead of yourself, you might be overwhelmed by 
what you fear will be a more daunting situation than 
you can handle. Don’t sweat the small stuff.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A great deal of 
attention will center on your emotions to-
day, Taurus, although being centered in and 
of itself will be quite the challenge. You may 

feel like a yo-yo at the mercy of someone else’s hand. 
Don’t fall prey to victimization. Stand up for yourself 
even if it means that others are likely to get upset. You’re 
responsible for your feelings and no one else’s.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Maintaining 
equilibrium might not be the easiest task to-
day, but if anyone can do it, you can, Gemini. 
You may find that others’ strong opinions are 

cropping up and challenging your ego. You have a great 
deal of ammunition in your arsenal. You’ll find that you 
can learn quite a bit by accepting this challenge and 
engaging in a heated debate. Have faith in yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Desire is the 
name of the game for you today, Cancer. If 
you want it, you can get it, but it won’t come 
easily. The prize will go to the person who 

desires it the most. Show the people around you how 
much you can accomplish. You’ll impress others with 
your incredible drive and determination. Don’t give in 
to the wasp that’s likely to fly up and sting you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today will be like 
playing a game on your home field, Leo. You 
have fans out there supporting you and you 
know the territory. Take advantage of the little 

things that you have going for you. There is a dramatic 
force at work that may be erratic but extremely power-
ful as long as you can maintain control. Stay focused on 
your goals. True happiness is only a small step away!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Enlist the help of 
others today, Virgo. You’ll find that informa-
tion exchange is the key to putting the last 
few puzzle pieces into place. Doing things on 

your own is important and necessary. At some point you 
need to realize that the next major step requires a certain 
amount of input from others. Gather data and apply it to 
your situation. Don’t become a leach or burden to others.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This is an excel-
lent day for you, Libra, so live it up! Your ego 
is strong, and beautiful things are flowing 
your way in general. You should enjoy a good 

mood that will attract favorable people and situations. 
There is virtually no limit to the expansiveness of this 
day. One thing to watch for, however, is that you don’t 
get too arrogant. Be proud but not obnoxious.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your emotions 
may be a bit erratic. It could be hard for you 
to focus on anything today, Scorpio. Things 
continue to shift from one topic to the next 

with little resolution of any. Others aren’t apt to be very 
sympathetic to your feelings, so don’t expect them to be. 
You’ll only be setting yourself up for disappointment. It’s 
a better day to focus on your head rather than your heart.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There is an 
extra blast of wind to fill your sails today, Sagit-
tarius, so make sure you’ve got both hands on 
the steering wheel. Whichever way your rud-

der is pointed is the direction you’ll go. Once you get on 
your course, it will be difficult for you to readjust your 
position, so make sure that your compass is properly 
set. Continue on with your journey full speed ahead.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The day’s 
energy is erratic and you’re apt to jump 
all over the place, Capricorn. Don’t worry 
about trying to firm up any plans at this 

time. You may feel like you’re trying to grab a slippery 
fish with butter on your hands. If this is the case, don’t 
worry about it. Let the fish swim away for now and re-
lax. You can always catch another one later if need be.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Get up and get 
going today, Aquarius. You have no time to 
lose. Your quick mind will be busy working on 
many tasks, but this suits you just fine. You’re 

well equipped to deal with the many frantic situations 
that are apt to crop up. There is a great deal of strength to 
your emotions that you can use to connect with others 
and communicate your thoughts in a healthy manner.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your heart may 
experience some wild fluctuations today, Pi-
sces. It may seem as if your emotions are on 
a runaway train with no track. If so, the best 

thing to do is sit by yourself and write. Compose a let-
ter, song, or journal entry. You’ll find that you’re much 
less confused than you thought. When in doubt, con-
sult someone you love and trust. Go with your instincts.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Kevin Knuth | The Conversation

Simon Willcock and Phil Platts | The Conversation

Are We Alone? The Question is Worthy of Serious Scientific Study

Why We Explored an Undisturbed Rainforest Hidden on Top of an African Mountain

A
re we alone? Unfor-
tunately, neither of  
the answers feel sat-
isfactory. To be alone 

in this vast universe is a lonely 
prospect. On the other hand, 
if  we are not alone and there 
is someone or something more 
powerful out there, that too is 
terrifying.

As a NASA research scien-
tist and now a professor of phys-
ics, I attended the 2002 NASA 
Contact Conference, which 
focused on serious speculation 
about extraterrestrials. During 
the meeting a concerned par-
ticipant said loudly in a sinister 
tone, “You have absolutely no 
idea what is out there!” The si-
lence was palpable as the truth 
of this statement sunk in. Hu-
mans are fearful of extraterres-
trials visiting Earth. Perhaps for-
tunately, the distances between 
the stars are prohibitively vast. 
At least this is what we novices, 
who are just learning to travel 
into space, tell ourselves.

I have always been interested 
in UFOs. Of course, there was 
the excitement that there could 
be aliens and other living worlds. 
But more exciting to me was the 
possibility that interstellar travel 
was technologically achievable. 
In 1988, during my second week 
of graduate school at Montana 
State University, several students 
and I were discussing a recent 
cattle mutilation that was as-
sociated with UFOs. A physics 
professor joined the conversa-
tion and told us that he had col-
leagues working at Malmstrom 
Air Force Base in Great Falls, 
Montana, where they were hav-
ing problems with UFOs shut-
ting down nuclear missiles. At 
the time I thought this profes-
sor was talking nonsense. But 
20 years later, I was stunned to 
see a recording of a press con-
ference featuring several former 
US Air Force personnel, with a 
couple from Malmstrom AFB, 
describing similar occurrences 
in the 1960s. Clearly there must 
be something to this.

With July 2 being World 
UFO Day, it is a good time for 
society to address the unsettling 

and refreshing fact we may not 
be alone. I believe we need to 
face the possibility that some 
of the strange flying objects that 
outperform the best aircraft in 
our inventory and defy explana-
tion may indeed be visitors from 
afar – and there’s plenty of evi-
dence to support UFO sightings.

The Fermi paradox
The nuclear physicist Enrico 
Fermi was famous for posing 
thought provoking questions. In 
1950, at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory after discussing 
UFOs over lunch, Fermi asked, 
“Where is everybody?” He esti-
mated there were about 300 bil-
lion stars in the galaxy, many of  
them billions of years older than 
the sun, with a large percentage 
of them likely to host habitable 
planets. Even if  intelligent life 
developed on a very small per-
centage of these planets, then 
there should be a number of  
intelligent civilizations in the 
galaxy. Depending on the as-
sumptions, one should expect 
anywhere from tens to tens of  
thousands of civilizations.

With the rocket-based tech-
nologies that we have developed 
for space travel, it would take 
between 5 and 50 million years 
for a civilization like ours to 
colonize our Milky Way galaxy. 
Since this should have happened 
several times already in the his-
tory of our galaxy, one should 
wonder where is the evidence of  
these civilizations? This discrep-
ancy between the expectation 
that there should be evidence of  
alien civilizations or visitations 
and the presumption that no vis-
itations have been observed has 
been dubbed the Fermi Paradox.

Carl Sagan correctly sum-
marized the situation by saying 
that “extraordinary claims re-
quire extraordinary evidence.” 
The problem is that there has 
been no single well-document-
ed UFO encounter that would 
alone qualify as the smoking 
gun. The situation is exacer-
bated by the fact that many 
governments around the world 
have covered up and classified 
information about such encoun-
ters. But there are enough scraps 

of evidence that suggest that the 
problem needs to be open to sci-
entific study.
UFOs, taboo for  
professional scientists

When it comes to science, 
the scientific method requires 
hypotheses to be testable so that 
inferences can be verified. UFO 
encounters are neither controlla-
ble nor repeatable, which makes 
their study extremely challeng-
ing. But the real problem, in my 
view, is that the UFO topic is 
taboo.

While the general public 
has been fascinated with UFOs 
for decades, our governments, 
scientists and media, have es-
sentially declared that of all the 
UFO sightings are a result of  
weather phenomenon or hu-
man actions. None are actually 
extraterrestrial spacecraft. And 
no aliens have visited Earth. 
Essentially, we are told that the 
topic is nonsense. UFOs are off-
limits to serious scientific study 
and rational discussion, which 
unfortunately leaves the topic in 
the domain of fringe and pseu-
doscientists, many of whom 
litter the field with conspiracy 
theories and wild speculation.

I think UFO skepticism has 

become something of a religion 
with an agenda, discounting the 
possibility of extraterrestrials 
without scientific evidence, 
while often providing silly hy-
potheses describing only one or 
two aspects of a UFO encounter 
reinforcing the popular belief  
that there is a conspiracy. A sci-
entist must consider all of the 
possible hypotheses that explain 
all of the data, and since little is 
known, the extraterrestrial hy-
pothesis cannot yet be ruled out. 
In the end, the skeptics often do 
science a disservice by providing 
a poor example of how science 
is to be conducted. The fact is 
that many of these encounters 
– still a very small percentage 
of the total – defy conventional 
explanation.

The media amplifies the 
skepticism by publishing in-
formation about UFOs when 
it is exciting, but always with a 
mocking or whimsical tone and 
reassuring the public that it can’t 
possibly be true. But there are 
credible witnesses and encoun-
ters.

Why don’t astronomers  
see UFOs?
I am often asked by friends and 
colleagues, “Why don’t astrono-

mers see UFOs?” The fact is that 
they do. In 1977, Peter Sturrock, 
a professor of space science and 
astrophysics at Stanford Uni-
versity, mailed 2,611 question-
naires about UFO sightings to 
members of the American As-
tronomical Society. He received 
1,356 responses from which 62 
astronomers – 4.6 percent – re-
ported witnessing or recording 
inexplicable aerial phenomena. 
This rate is similar to the approx-
imately 5 percent of UFO sight-
ings that are never explained.

As expected, Sturrock found 
that astronomers who witnessed 
UFOs were more likely to be 
night sky observers. Over 80 per-
cent of Sturrock’s respondents 
were willing to study the UFO 
phenomenon if  there was a way 
to do so. More than half of them 
felt that the topic deserves to be 
studied versus 20 percent who 
felt that it should not. The sur-
vey also revealed that younger 
scientists were more likely to 
support the study of UFOs.

UFOs have been observed 
through telescopes. I know of  
one telescope sighting by an ex-
perienced amateur astronomer 
in which he observed an object 
shaped like a guitar pick moving 
through the telescope’s field of  

view. Further sightings are docu-
mented in the book “Wonders 
in the Sky,” in which the authors 
compile numerous observations 
of unexplained aerial phenom-
ena made by astronomers and 
published in scientific journals 
throughout the 1700s and 1800s.

Evidence from government  
and military officers
Some of the most convincing 
observations have come from 
government officials. In 1997, 
the Chilean government formed 
the organization Comité de Es-
tudios de Fenómenos Aéreos 
Anómalos, or CEFAA, to study 
UFOs. Last year, CEFAA re-
leased footage of a UFO taken 
with a helicopter-mounted Wes-
cam infrared camera.

The countries of Brazil, 
Canada, Denmark, Ecuador, 
France, New Zealand, Russia, 
Sweden and the United King-
dom have been declassifying 
their UFO files since 2008. The 
French Committee for In-Depth 
Studies, or COMETA, was an 
unofficial UFO study group 
comprised of high-ranking sci-
entists and military officials that 
studied UFOs in the late 1990s. 
They released the COMETA 
Report, which summarized 
their findings. They concluded 
that 5 percent of the encoun-
ters were reliable yet inexplica-
ble: The best hypothesis avail-
able was that the observed craft 
were extraterrestrial. They also 
accused the United States of  
covering up evidence of UFOs. 
Iran has been concerned about 
spherical UFOs observed near 
nuclear power facilities that 
they call “CIA drones” which 
reportedly are about 30 feet in 
diameter, can achieve speeds up 
to Mach 10, and can leave the 
atmosphere. Such speeds are on 
par with the fastest experimental 
aircraft, but unthinkable for a 
sphere without lift surfaces or an 
obvious propulsion mechanism.

In December 2017, The 
New York Times broke a story 
about the classified Advanced 
Aviation Threat Identification 
Program, which was a $22 mil-
lion program run by the former 
Pentagon official Luis Elizondo 
and aimed at studying UFOs. 
Elizondo resigned from running 

the program protesting extreme 
secrecy and the lack of funding 
and support. Following his resig-
nation Elizondo, along with sev-
eral others from the defense and 
intelligence community, were 
recruited by the To the Stars 
Academy of Arts & Science, 
which was recently founded by 
Tom DeLonge to study UFOs 
and interstellar travel. In con-
junction with the launch of the 
academy, the Pentagon declas-
sified and released three videos 
of UFO encounters taken with 
forward looking infrared camer-
as mounted on F-18 fighter jets. 
While there is much excitement 
about such disclosures, I am re-
minded of a quote from Retired 
Army Colonel John Alexander: 
“Disclosure has happened. … 
I’ve got stacks of generals, in-
cluding Soviet generals, who’ve 
come out and said UFOs are 
real. My point is, how many 
times do senior officials need to 
come forward and say that this 
is real?”

A topic worthy of  serious study
There is a great deal of evidence 
that a small percentage of these 
UFO sightings are unidentified 
structured craft exhibiting flight 
capabilities beyond any known 
human technology. While there 
is no single case for which there 
exists evidence that would stand 
up to scientific rigor, there are 
cases with simultaneous obser-
vations by multiple reliable wit-
nesses, along with radar returns 
and photographic evidence re-
vealing patterns of activity that 
are compelling.

Declassified information 
from covert studies is interest-
ing, but not scientifically helpful. 
This is a topic worthy of open 
scientific inquiry, until there 
is a scientific consensus based 
on evidence rather than prior 
expectation or belief. If  there 
are indeed extraterrestrial craft 
visiting Earth, it would greatly 
benefit us to know about them, 
their nature and their intent. 
Moreover, this would present a 
great opportunity for mankind, 
promising to expand and ad-
vance our knowledge and tech-
nology, as well as reshaping our 
understanding of our place in 
the universe.

A
top Mount Lico in north-
ern Mozambique is a site 
that few have had the 
pleasure of seeing – a hid-

den rainforest, protected by a steep 
circle of rock. Though the mountain 
was known to locals, the forest itself  
remained a secret until six years ago, 
when Julian Bayliss spotted it on sat-
ellite imagery. It wasn’t until last year, 
however, that he revealed his discov-
ery, at the Oxford Nature Festival.

We recently visited the 700 metre-
high mountaintop rainforest in an 
expedition organised by Bayliss, in 
collaboration with Mozambique’s 
Natural History Museum and Nation-
al Herbarium. As far as anyone knew 
(including the locals), we would be the 
first people to set foot there (spoiler: 
we weren’t).

Since the rainforest’s discovery, 
Lico has received worldwide attention. 
That it captured the public’s imagina-
tion speaks volumes about how rare 
such places are. Humans are nothing 
if  not adventurous, pushing our range 
boundaries like no other species can. 
But when almost every corner of the 
planet now shows signs of human ac-
tivity, how do conservation scientists 
justify visiting and publicising these 

last bastions of untrodden nature?
From our perspective, the answer 

depends on what expeditions like this 
can teach us about the natural world, 
our place in it, and how to shepherd 
the wildest of places through the An-
thropocene. Standing back and cross-
ing our collective fingers is not always 
a winning strategy. This expedition 
formed part of a long-standing re-
search programme into these moun-
tains, that aims to provide evidence to 
legally protect Mozambique’s moun-
tain forests. Currently none of north-
ern Mozambique’s mountains are for-
mally protected, either nationally or 
internationally. Finding new species 
is one way to highlight the importance 
of such sites and justify their protec-
tion.

As well as exploring Mount Lico, 
the expedition was the first to under-
take a biological survey of nearby 
Mount Socone. Every bit as majestic 
and species rich as the iconic Lico, 
Socone highlights the threat faced by 
many forests in Mozambique, Africa 
and elsewhere. Globally, one football 
pitch worth of forest is lost every sec-
ond, driving countless species to ex-
tinction. The removal of trees from 
mountain slopes also leads to soil ero-

sion, flooding in the wet season and 
water shortages in the dry season.

On our first day on Socone, we 
set out to locate the middle of the for-
est using a satellite image and GPS. 
However, the difference between what 
this image was telling us and what we 
could see was vast. As we walked to-
wards what the image showed as the 
heart of lush rainforest, we could see 
the warm glow of the African sun. 
Soon enough, we emerged from be-
neath the canopy and into newly es-
tablished farmland. Without the pro-
tective cover of the forest, heavy rains 

will pound these exposed mountain 
soils, fresh cuts will need to be made, 
and so the cycle repeats. Media atten-
tion on neighbouring Lico, and the 
new species descriptions coming out 
of both sites, help to bring these con-
servation and livelihood issues to the 
world’s attention.

Time capsules
Our brief footsteps on Lico will soon 
be overgrown, and the plants and ani-
mals that live there will continue to be 
protected by the same towering cliffs 
(more than 125 metres high) that have 
saved them up to now (without the 

help of world-class climbers, our expe-
dition would not have been possible).

But the impact of people goes far 
beyond where we have actually man-
aged to set foot. Since the industrial 
revolution, humans have increased the 
amount of carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere to levels higher than at any 
time in the past 400,000 years, increas-
ing temperatures and changing weath-
er patterns. Despite being situated on a 
fortress of rock, Lico’s forest is vulner-
able to climate change, like every other 
ecosystem on the planet.

The contrast between protection 
from direct human activities but ex-
posure to climate change means that 
Lico has a lot to teach us. Most forests 
experience both of these processes si-
multaneously, and so it is difficult to 
unravel their relative and interacting 
impacts. Through the data collected 
on Lico, Socone and other forests 
worldwide, we gain a greater under-
standing of how human disturbance 
affects the ability of forests to respond 
to environmental change.

Lico is a rare data point on this 
map: millennia of climate change and 
ecological response, played out in the 
absence of direct human disturbance. 
Reconstructing this history meant dig-
ging a two metre-deep pit in the forest, 
so that we could sample the layers of  
soil in the order that they accumulat-

ed. We tried to minimise any lasting 
effects on the forest (the hole was filled 
and topsoil replaced) but nonetheless, 
reasonable objections can be made 
against our disturbing this previously 
pristine site.

What we gained were a series of  
time capsules: each little tin of soil 
contains information on the plants 
that grew, the fires that burned and 
the water that flowed, data that will 
be shared in open access repositories, 
allowing people worldwide to investi-
gate this unique site without the need 
for further disturbance. What we learn 
from Lico will help the world under-
stand how forests might be affected by 
future changes in climate.

So were we really the first humans 
on Lico? Well, not quite. To every-
one’s surprise, we found ancient pots, 
ceremonially placed near the source of  
a stream that flows to a waterfall down 
the side of the cliff. Were these placed 
there during a time of drought, as the 
waterfall ran dry and the crops failed?

Archaeologists and climate scien-
tists are investigating. Given the pots 
pre-date local knowledge, the incred-
ible inaccessibility and lack of any 
other signs of human activity, Lico’s 
forest remains one of the least dis-
turbed on the planet. One thing’s for 
sure though – humans really do get 
everywhere.
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Mumbai crippled after bridge crash, heavy rains SC issues slew of directions 
on police reforms in country

I am not a Shahenshah or an imperious 
ruler – Modi on personal security

NSUI files police complaints against Amit Shah across India

Tharoor moves anticipatory bail plea

We paid high cost for democracy for 70 years, time to reap dividends now – Niti chief

Senior Gujarat Congress MLA joins BJP, to be made minister 

PTI

Rescue workers carry an injured for treatment after a foot-overbridge collapsed on the railway tracks 
following heavy rains, at Andheri Station in Mumbai on Tuesday.

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

PTI

NITI Aayog Vice Chairperson Rajiv Kumar addresses a press conference on key initiatives and 
achievements of NITI Aayog, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Mumbai, July 3 (IANS): 
Mumbai was crippled for 
the second time in less 
than a month after a sec-
tion of a foot overbridge 
(FOB) crashed over the 
Western Railway ( WR) 
tracks at Andheri follow-
ing Tuesday’s heavy rains 
which left many areas of 
the city flooded, playing 
havoc with road and rail 
traffic.

At the height of the 
morning peak hours, a 
portion of the Gokhale 
Bridge, running east-
west over the Andheri 
station, suddenly came 
down trapping at least five 
persons, and paralysing 
the suburban and long-
distance train services on 
the WR.

Coming nine months 
after the Elphinstone 
Road FOB crash and 
stampede that left 23 
commuters dead, Tues-
day’s incident instilled 
fear among the commut-
ers, especially since at 
least three jam-packed 
locals had passed seconds 
before the bridge caved in 
on the railway tracks.

Coupled with torren-
tial overnight rains, the 
crash severely hit Mum-
bai’s lifeline -- the subur-
ban train services which 
ferry around eight million 
commuters daily.

Many parts of the city 
and suburbs including 
Kandivali, Jogeshwari, 
Andheri, Kurla, Santacruz, 
Chembur, Tilak Nagar 

Shashi Tharoor (File Photo)

and surroundings experi-
enced flooding or water-
logging.

The injured are admit-
ted to the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation’s 
R.N. Cooper Hospital in 
Vile Parle, a BMC offi-
cial said. One of them, a 
woman, was critical.

Railways Minister 
Piyush Goyal who has 
ordered an inquiry into 
the incident is likely to 
visit the crash site later 
this evening, said officials.

Work was taken up 
on a war footing to clear 
the debris from the tracks 
which blocked services 
in both directions, and 

repair the overhead high-
tension power lines and 
tracks, the platform roof 
and other equipment that 
was broken or damaged.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  W R 
spokesperson C.N.K. 
David, the bridge portion 
crashed at 7.37 a.m. on 
the southern-end of the 
Andheri platform num-
bers 7-8.

“The restoration work 
is in full swing and we 
hope to resume normal 
train services in the next 
few hours,” David said.

The local trains were 
being operated between 
Goregaon-Virar on the 
northern side and Ban-

dra-Churchgate in the 
southern direction, be-
sides Harbour Line from 
Bandra-CST, and several 
long-distance trains were 
cancelled or terminated 
at various locations or 
rescheduled.

The Commissioner of 
Railway Safety will inves-
tigate the incident which 
has triggered a blame-
game between the WR 
and the BMC.

While the WR said 
the bridge belongs to the 
BMC, the latter said the 
crash took place on the 
railway portion which was 
the WR’s responsibility for 
repairs and maintenance.

With several lakhs of 
commuters stranded all 
over the network, many 
walking down on the rail-
way tracks to the nearest 
station, civic transport 
body BEST deployed 40 
additional bus services 
between Goregaon and 
Bandra to clear the rush.

The cascading effect 
was also seen on the West-
ern Express Highway, the 
main S.V. Road, Link Road 
and other arterial roads 
with traffic jams all over.

The roof of a BEST 
double decker bus was 
partly sliced off when it hit 
an overhead obstacle near 
Vakola, further adding to 
the traffic chaos.

Stuck at various points 
on the suburban network, 
Mumbai’s famed Dabba-
walas suspended all their 
tiffin box deliveries on 
Tuesday on the WR routes 
but would continue on 
other routes, said spokes-
person Subash Talekar.

As a precautionary 
measure, Mumbai police 
stopped all traffic above 
and below the Gokhale 
Bridge till the green signal 
from WR authorities.

The Opposition Con-
gress and Nationalist 
Congress Party sharp-
ly criticized the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party-
Shiv Sena for the Mumbai 
mess - second time since 
the June 9 downpour - 
and demanded stringent 
action against those re-
sponsible for it.

New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court passed today a slew of directions on 
police reforms in the country and ordered 
all states and Union territories to not ap-
point any police officer as acting Director 
General of Police (DGP). 

A bench headed by Chief Justice Di-
pak Misra also directed all the states to 
send names of senior police officers to 
the Union Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) for being considered as probable 
candidates to be appointed as DGPs or 
Police Commissioners as the case may be.

The UPSC, in turn, will prepare a list of 
three most suitable officers and the states 
will be free to appoint one of them as po-
lice chief, the bench, also comprising A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud, said.

The bench also said that endeavour 
should be made that a person, who had 
been selected and appointed as DGP, has 
reasonable period of service left.

The apex court also ruled that any 
rule or state law on the subject of ap-
pointment of police officers “will be kept 
at abeyance”.

The bench, however, granted liberty 
to the states, which have made laws on 
police appointments, to move before it 
seeking modification of its order.

The directions came on a plea of the 
Centre seeking modification of the judg-
ment rendered in the Prakash Singh case 
on police reforms. 

The court was hearing the Centre’s 
plea seeking modification of one of its 
directions, which were part of its historic 
2006 verdict on police reforms, recom-
mending steps like a fixed two-year ten-
ure for DGPs.

Earlier, the apex court, on September 
8 last year, had agreed to hear a clutch of 
pleas claiming that its historic 2006 ver-
dict on police reforms, recommending 
steps like fixed tenures for DGPs and SPs, 
has not yet been implemented by states 

and Union territories.
BJP leader Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay 

had sought urgent hearing on his interim 
plea saying the directions passed by the 
2006 verdict have not been implemented 
by authorities concerned.

Upadhyay has also sought the imple-
mentation of the Model Police Bill, 2006, 
which was drafted by a panel headed by 
former Attorney General Soli Sorabjee.

The apex court, deciding the PIL filed 
by two former DGPs Prakash Singh and 
N K Singh in 2006, had given a slew of 
directions, including setting up of a state 
security commission to ensure that the 
government does not exercise unwar-
ranted influence on the police.

It had said the appointment of DGPs 
and police officers should be merit-based 
and transparent and officers like DGPs and 
Superintendent of Police (SP) should have 
a minimum fixed tenure of two years.

The court had recommended separa-
tion of police functions of investigation 
and maintaining law and order.

It had ordered setting up of a Police 
Establishment Board to decide and make 
recommendations on transfers, postings, 
promotions and other service-related 
matters of police officers of and below the 
rank of DSPs.

It had also ordered setting up of a 
Police Complaints Authority in each state 
to look into complaints against officers of 
and above the rank of SP in cases of serious 
misconduct, including custodial death, 
grievous hurt or rape in police custody.

A National Security Commission 
needed to be set up at the Union level 
to prepare a panel for selection and 
placement of chiefs of the Central Police 
Organisations with a minimum tenure 
of two years, the apex court had ordered.

Contempt pleas alleging non-imple-
mentation of these directions are still 
pending.

New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has said he is “not a 
Shahenshah or an imperi-
ous ruler” unaffected by 
the warmth of the people 
and gains strength from 
his interactions with the 
public.

The prime minister 
said he cannot remain 
seated in his car when he 

sees a lot of people out 
on the streets to greet and 
welcome him. 

I am not a Shahen-
shah or an imperious ruler 
who is unaffected by their 
warmth. Being among 
people gives me lot of 
strength, Modi said in an 
interview to Swarajya, an 
online magazine, amid re-
ports of an “all time high” 

New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): Congress stu-
dent wing activists today filed police 
complaints across the country against 
BJP president Amit Shah, alleging that he 
was abusing his power as the head of the 
ruling party to “subvert the rule of law”.

National Students Union of India 
members filed the complaints in 100 
districts of 28 states, Ruchi Gupta, joint-
secretary of All India Congress Committee 
and NSUI in-charge, said.

Gupta was accompanied by NSUI 
activists when she filed a complaint at 
the Parliament Street police station. She 
said the group will continue to raise voice 
against Shah’s “criminality”.

“No action has been taken against this 
individual because he is the head of the 
ruling party and he has used his power to 
subvert the rule of law. NSUI cannot allow 
this and we are filing police complaints 
against him across the country,” she said.

NSUI activists accompanying Gupta 
raised slogans against Shah and Prime 
Minister Modi when she was going to file 
the complaint.

“Lawlessness is taking over the coun-
try as thugs and criminals are killing with 
impunity under the protection of BJP. At 
this time, it is important for an organisa-
tion like NSUI to speak truth to power,” 
NSUI said in a statement.

New Delhi, July 3 (IANS): 
Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor, who is an accused 
in the suicide case of his 
wife Sunanda Pushkar, on 
Tuesday moved an antici-
patory bail plea in a ses-
sions court here.

Additional Sessions 
Judge Arvind Kumar list-
ed the matter for further 
hearing on Wednesday. 
The court has also sought 
response of the Delhi Po-
lice on Tharoor’s plea.

On June 5, the court 
took cognisance of the 
charge-sheet filed by the 
police in the case. The 
62-year-old parliamen-
tarian from Thiruvanan-
thapuram has been asked 
to appear before Addi-
tional Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Samar Vishal 
on July 7, the next date 

Gandhinagar, July 3 (IANS): Ac-
cusing Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi of playing caste politics 
and ignoring the aspirations of 
senior leaders, veteran Gujarat 
Congress MLA and prominent 
Koli community leader Kunwarji 
Bawalia on Tuesday quit as a 
legislator to join the ruling BJP. He 
will be sworn in as a minister in 
the evening.

A four-time MLA from Jasdan 
and former Lok Sabha member 
from Rajkot in 2009, Bawalia 
handed over his resignation to 
Speaker Rajendra Trivedi. He sub-
sequently went to the BJP’s “Shree 
Kamalam” state headquarters and 
met the party’s state President Jitu 
Vaghani and two other cabinet 
ministers to join the party.

The Koli community leader, 
who has been sulking ever since 
the December 2017 elections for 
being ignored for any key party 
position, said: “Gandhi has been 
playing caste politics at the cost 
of the aspirations of senior party 
men and even the state Congress 
leadership was doing the same.”

“This has been playing on my 
mind for some time since I was 
unable to carry out public wel-
fare works without interruption 
because of internal politicking in 
the party. 

“On the other hand, I had been 
watching how Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the national 
level and Chief Minister Vijay 

Rupani at the state level has been 
working for public good,” he told 
reporters after joining the BJP. 

Welcoming Bawalia, State 
BJP chief Jitubhai Vaghani said: 
“Such a senior leader from the Koli 
community, he is president of the 
All-India Koli Samaj, would be big 
a asset for the party. 

“This is why Chief Minister 
Rupani has decided to induct him 
as a minister today (Tuesday).”

“He will be sworn in at 4 p.m.,” 
Vaghani added.

Bawalia said: “Narendra Modi 
had sentimental relations with me 
and often told me that the BJP was 
on the lookout for sincere leaders 
like me. And the way he is running 
the government at the national 
level, he is wedded to develop-
ment of the country. Ditto Vijay 
Rupani in Gujarat.”

His resignation comes days 
after another leader from Ra-
jkot, former legislator Indranil 
Rajyaguru, quit alleging that the 
Congress leadership ignored 
the aspirations of several party 
seniors.

Rajyaguru had unsuccessfully 
contested Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions in December 2017, against 
Vijay Rupani. 

The richest MLA from Gujarat, 
Rajyaguru had vacated his safe 
Rajkot East constituency to taken 
on the chief minister.
Congress puts up brave front 
The Congress in Gujarat is trying 

to come to grips with the situation 
after losing another senior leader 
from Saurashtra, Kunwarji Bav-
alia, who joined the BJP and was 
sworn in as a cabinet minister on 
Tuesday. Some days back, it had 
lost another big name, Indranil 
Rajyaguru, who had resigned 
from Rajkot.

Kunwarji Bavaliya, the MLA 
from Jasdan Assembly constitu-
ency, formally joined the BJP on 
Tuesday at the party headquar-
ters at Kamalam. Earlier he quit 
as a legislator and the Congress 
party.

This is a second jolt in a fort-
night when the grand old party, 
which grabbed considerable seats 
in the Saurashtra region after 
many years, lost Rajkot leader 
Indranil Rajyaguru, who also quit 
the party from all positions.

Though Rajguru, who had lost 
out to Vijay Rupani during the As-
sembly elections last year, has not 
shown any inclination towards 
the BJP and said that he never will, 
the Jasdan MLA chose to join the 
ruling party. Sources said that it 
was the big position in the govern-
ment that lured him to defect.

Reacting to the defecting, 
Leader of the Opposition Paresh 
Dhanani said: “The Congress 
gave him everything he wanted. 
There was no such real issue due 
to which a party loyalist having a 
long association would defect. But 
his hunger for power lured him to 

join the saffron party. It is all there 
for the public to see. Wait for the 
by-elections, people who voted 
him to power because of Congress 
will give a befitting reply.”

According to Dhanani, Bav-
aliya had some issues for which 
he met party leaders including 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi. 
The party had also assured him of 
clearing all the issues, if any. 

Meanwhile, some Congress-
men expressed their pleasure 
as they feel that those who were 
actually dishonest and disloyal to 
the party are leaving, effecting a 
cleansing of the party, just prior to 
the general elections.

Amit Chavda, the Gujarat 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(GPCC) President, said about Bav-
alia: “What did the Congress not 
give him? He fought and became 
an MLA four times, was given a 
chance to fight and win the Lok 
Sabha election, was made the 
working president prior to the As-
sembly elections. 

The Congress even gave his 
daughter and his sister ticket to 
contest. What more could a per-
son ask for from the party? Yet he 
quit due to his lust for power.”

Meanwhile, there was a little 
bit to smile for the Congress as 
former legislator Bholabhai Patel, 
who had left the grand old party 
to join the BJP ahead of the 2017 
election, on Tuesday rejoined the 
Congress.

security threat to him.
The prime minister 

was answering a question 
on apprehension in the 
minds of his well wishers 
about his personal secu-
rity during road shows.

Whenever I am trav-
elling, I see that a lot 
of people, from all age 
groups and sections of 
society, are out on the 
streets to greet me and 
welcome me. I can’t just 
remain seated in my car, 
aloof from their display of 
affection and care. That is 
why I invariably get down 
and greet, interact with 
people as much as I can, 
he said. 

The home ministry re-
cently drafted a new set of 
guidelines on the prime 
minister’s security. Offi-
cials said there was “an all 
time high” threat to the 
prime minister and de-
scribed him as the “most 
valuable target” in the run-
up to the 2019 general 
elections.

New Delhi, July 3 (IANS): 
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar on Tuesday 
said people have paid a 
“very high cost” for de-
mocracy in the last 70 
years and it is now time 
to reap the dividends. He 
insisted that NITI Aayog, 
as a “principal change 
agent”, can help garner 
those dues.

“We have paid a very 
high cost for our democ-
racy in the past 70 years. 
It’s very clear. Otherwise 
we could have...anyway. 
But now is the time when 
NITI Aayog will help us in 
earning the democratic 
dividend,” Kumar said in 
response to a query by 
IANS on how NITI’s role 
was different from the 
erstwhile Planning Com-
mission.

“It is time to get the 
democratic dividend 
which would come from 
states competing for good 
governance and good 
delivery of public serv-
ices and not by having 
competitive populism,” 
he said.

Kumar said that the 
Aayog is a “complete new 
entity” as compared to 
the Planning Commission 
because it works as “part-

ners to the states” and not 
as “people who hand out 
doles to the states”. 

“We, therefore, don’t 
hold durbars in the NITI 
Bhavan. I have actually 
taken the trouble and met 
Chief Ministers of 21 states 
in their state capitals. I 
visit them. Completely the 
reverse of what Planning 
Commission used to be,” 
he said.

Speaking about NITI 
Aayog not having any fi-
nancial powers, he said it 
had the “power of ideas 
and the power to imple-
ment them”. 

“By the way, some of 

my friends tell me that I 
have come at a wrong time 
when the NITI Aayog has 
lost all powers to disburse 
money. B

ut we have got the 
power of ideas and the 
power of implementing 
those ideas, both at the 
central level and much 
more at the state level, 
trying to get them (states) 
replicate the best prac-
tices,” Kumar said.

“And here let me say 
-- and this is my wish and 
hope -- that if we go along 
the way we are going, on 
which the Prime Minis-
ter has been sort of di-

recting us all the time to 
go, we will become one 
of the principal change 
agents in this economy,” 
he added. 

He said that the NITI 
Aayog has the potential 
and the ambition to do it. 

“We can bring the 
states on the same page, 
we can make them com-
pete with each other,” Ku-
mar said.

On the question of 
economy not creating 
enough jobs, Kumar said 
the allegation of “jobless 
growth” is “mithya” (false-
hood) and has no sub-
stance.

He, in line with what 
the Prime Minister said 
recently, insisted that not 
enough data is available 
on the jobs.

Asked if the govern-
ment is shifting the goal-
posts after four years by 
hiding behind the pretext 
of not having sufficient 
data on growth, Kumar 
said: “Not at all. We are 
not shifting the goalpost. 
My predecessor (Arvind 
Panagariya) had taken this 
up in a major way in the 
second year itself. It takes 
time to tackle such an im-
portant question.”

“The decisions have 
been taken, the financial 
resources have all been 
allocated. 

The Ministry of Statis-
tics and Programme Im-
plementation has already 
had a household survey in 
the field.

“The change in em-
ployment can only come 
when the first quarter is 
repeated in the 5th quar-
ter. Then only you know 
the change Quarter-to-
Quarter. 

Therefore it is taking 
time. But we will get the 
best data every year, not 
just once in five years,” 
he said.

fixed for hearing in the 
case.

Pushkar, 51, died un-
der mysterious circum-
stances in a hotel room 

in south Delhi on January 
17, 2014, days after she 
alleged that her husband 
was having an affair with a 
Pakistani journalist.
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Former Malaysian PM 
arrested for corruption

Seven killed in Lahore 
as monsoon lashes Pakistan

Putin and Trump may meet 
without aides in Helsinki

Trump demands NATO allies 
to boost defence spending

Pompeo to head to North Korea as 
doubts mount about its intentions

Myanmar not safe for returnees — Red Cross chief

Australian archbishop 
gets 1-year jail for abuse 
scandal cover-up 

Iran, world powers to meet 
on nuclear deal in Vienna

11,800 candidates contest on 849 general seats

Kuala Lumpur, July 3 (AFP): 
Former Malaysian Prime 
Minister Najib Razak was 
arrested by anti-corruption 
investigators Tuesday, of-
ficials said, the latest dra-
matic development in a 
widening graft probe that 
has engulfed the ex-leader.

Najib will be charged 
today, a taskforce set up 
to investigate corruption 
involving Malaysian state 
fund 1MDB said in a state-
ment adding the arrest “was 
made at his home”.

The arrest is the latest in 
a series of stunning moves 
by investigators which sug-
gest the legal noose is tight-
ening around Najib, his 
family and many of his close 
political and business allies.

Allegations of massive 
corruption were a major 
factor behind the shock 
election loss in May of Na-
jib’s long-ruling coalition to 
a reformist alliance headed 
by his former mentor Ma-
hathir Mohamad.

Najib and his cronies 
were accused of plunder-
ing billions of dollars from 
the 1MDB sovereign wealth 
fund to buy everything from 
US real estate to artworks.

Najib and the fund deny 
any wrongdoing.

Since the election loss 
Najib has been banned 
from leaving the country 
and has found himself at 
the centre of a widening 
graft probe. Shortly after 

President of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Peter Maurer (C) visits the Chakmarkul refugee camp in Teknaf on July 1.

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak 

Mike Pompeo

his ouster, a vast trove of 
valuables seized in raids 
on properties linked Najib 
and his family, including 
cash, jewellery and luxury 
handbags, are worth up to 
273 million.

He and his luxury-loving 
wife Rosmah Mansor were 
questioned by investigators.

A special government 
task force investigating the 
1MDB corruption scandal 
said it froze 408 bank ac-
counts containing a total 1.1 
billion ringgit ( 272 million) 
last week.

Local media reports said 
some of the accounts be-
longed to Najib’s political 
party, the once-powerful 
United Malays National Or-
ganisation (UMNO). Until 
their shock defeat in May, 
Najib’s party and its coali-
tion allies had run Malaysia 
for six decades.

A security source told 
AFP that agents from the 
Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission arrested Najib 

at his home, a sprawling 
mansion in a well-heeled 
suburb of Kuala Lumpur.

“They came in three to 
four unmarked cars,” the 
source, a senior security 
official familiar with the ar-
rest, said. The task force said 
Najib was arrested in rela-
tion to allegations involving 
SRC International Sdn Bhd, 
an energy company that 
was originally a subsidiary 
of 1MDB.

According to an inves-
tigation by the Wall Street 
Journal, 10.6 million origi-
nating from SRC was trans-
ferred to Najib’s personal 
bank accounts, just one 
small part of hundreds of 
millions of dollars from 
1MDB that allegedly ended 
up in Najib’s accounts.

The US Justice Depart-
ment, which is seeking to 
recover items allegedly 
bought with stolen 1MDB 
cash in America, estimates 
that 4.5 billion in total was 
looted from the fund.

Lahore, July 3 (PTI): Seven people, includ-
ing a policeman, were killed in rain-related 
incidents in Lahore which received 238 mil-
limetre of rain in a day, breaking the 38-year-
old record of the capital of Pakistan’s Punjab 
province.

According to the rescue teams, five 
persons were electrocuted while two other 
deaths occurred when a building collapsed.

“The rescue teams are carrying out res-
cue and relief activities in different areas of 
the city,” said the spokesperson of Rescue 
1122, which serves the Punjab Province of 
Pakistan, the Express Tribune reported.

“The 38-year-old record of the rain in 
Lahore was broken today as 238mm rainfall 
was recorded since late last night,” Chief 
Meteorologist (Punjab) Muhammad Riaz 
said.

“Intermittent rain will continue next 24 
hours,” he said.

For the first time, a boat service was 
launched by the Rescue department in fa-
mous Lakshami Chowk to rescue stranded 
motorists.

The rain has not only paralysed the life 
in the city but also left several areas without 
electricity as some 350 feeders tripped.

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf chairman Im-
ran Khan lashed out at the outgoing PML-
N government for spending nothing on 
the sewerage system of the city. The heavy 
downpour also exposed flaws in the sewer 
system of Lahore, which flooded some of 
the city’s streets.

According to the Meteorological De-
partment, more heavy rains are expected 
this month.

Moscow, July 3 (AP): A Kremlin spokesman 
says that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and US president Donald Trump may meet 
in private during their upcoming summit 
in Helsinki.

Dmitry Peskov told reporters today that 
if both sides agree, Putin and Trump could 
meet tete-a-tete without their aides before 
the start of the official meeting on July 16.

Peskov says, “President Putin feels ab-
solutely comfortable in all formats that are 

comfortable for his interlocutors” and the 
Kremlin “doesn’t rule out” such a meeting.

A US congressional delegation was in 
Moscow on Tuesday meeting with Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Russian 
parliamentarians. 

Relations between Russia and the U.S. 
have sunk to their lowest point in decades 
amid US sanctions over Russian meddling 
in the US election and Russia’s action in 
Ukraine.

Washington, July 3 (IANS): 
US President Donald Trump 
has written to leaders of sev-
eral NATO countries, includ-
ing Germany, Belgium, Nor-
way and Canada, demanding 
that they increase their de-
fence spending and warned 
that Washington “is losing 
patience with their failure 
to meet security obligations 
shared by the alliance”.

According to a report 
in the New York Times on 
Monday, the letters were 
sent in June ahead of a 
NATO summit in Brussels 
next week.

Trump has repeatedly 
questioned the value of the 
alliance and claimed that 
its members were taking 
advantage of the US. CNN 
quoted a source as saying 
that the letters were “very 
tough”. 

The President has previ-
ously referred to NATO as 
“obsolete” although he later 
reversed that position.

The Times report said 
that many of the letters to 
the various leaders includ-
ed similar language, but 
Trump’s letter to German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
was particularly critical.

“As we discussed during 
your visit in April, there is 
growing frustration in the 
US that some allies have not 
stepped up as promised,” 
the letter to Merkel read, ac-
cording to the Times, which 
cited a source who had seen 
it and sent excepts. 

“Continued German 
underspending on defence 
undermines the security of 
the alliance and provides 
validation for other allies 
that also do not plan to 

meet their military spend-
ing commitments, because 
others see you as a role 
model.”

Trump further indicated 
that Washington could alter 
its global military presence 
if NATO allies do not in-
crease spending on their 
own defence.

“It will, however, be-
come increasingly diffi-
cult to justify to American 
citizens why some countries 
do not share NATO’s collec-
tive security burden while 
American soldiers continue 
to sacrifice their lives over-
seas or come home gravely 
wounded,” Trump wrote 
to Merkel, according to the 
Times.

Trump has repeatedly 
bemoaned that NATO allies 
didn’t fulfil this commit-
ment.

Washington, July 3 (AFP): 
US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo will leave 
for North Korea on July 
5 seeking agreement on 
a plan for the country’s 
denuclearisation, despite 
mounting doubts about 
Pyongyang’s willingness to 
abandon a weapons pro-
gramme that threatens the 
United States and its allies.

In announcing Pom-
peo’s travel plans on Mon-
day, White House spokes-
woman Sarah Sanders said 
the United States was “con-
tinuing to make progress” in 
talks with North Korea. She 
declined to confirm or deny 
recent media reports of in-
telligence assessments say-
ing North Korea has been 
expanding its weapons ca-

Yangon, July 3 (AFP): The 
head of the Red Cross on 
Sunday said it was not safe 
to return Rohingya refugees 
to their homes in Myanmar, 
where he described whole 
villages abandoned and 
destroyed.

Peter Maurer toured 
strife-torn western Myan-
mar before visiting refugee 
camps over the border in 
neighbouring Bangladesh, 
where nearly one million 
Rohingya have sought ref-
uge from violence.

The bulk of the perse-
cuted Muslims in Bang-
ladesh have arrived since 
August, fleeing a huge My-
anmar army crackdown in 
troubled Rakhine state that 
the UN has likened to ethnic 
cleansing.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on Mon-
day will make his first visit to 
the camps since that influx 
of nearly 700,000 Rohingya 
sparked a humanitarian cri-
sis in southeast Bangladesh.

The UN says Guterres, 
who discussed the Rohingya 
with Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
Dhaka on Sunday, will use 
the trip to study prospects 
for “a safe, voluntary and 
dignified return” of refugees 
to Myanmar.

But relief agencies warn 
that conditions in Rakhine, 
which is heavily restricted to 
international observers, re-
main too unsafe to consider 
repatriating the Rohingya 

Canberra, July 3 (IANS): 
A Catholic archbishop in 
Australia was on Tuesday 
sentenced to 12 months de-
tention for concealing child 
sexual abuse in the 1970s.

Archbishop of Adelaide 
Philip Wilson, 67, was found 
guilty in May of conceal-
ing the abuse of altar boys 
between 2004 and 2006 by 
paedophile priest James 
Fletcher. He is the most 
senior Catholic globally to 
be convicted of the crime, 
the BBC reported.

Newcastle Magistrate 
Robert Stone ruled that 
Wilson will not be granted 
parole until he reaches half 
of the sentence, according 
to local broadcaster ABC.

Stone adjourned the 
matter to August 14 while 
Wilson’s home detention 
order is assessed for suit-
ability.

During sentencing, 
Stone said that the senior 
clergyman showed “no re-
morse or contrition”. He will 
be eligible for parole after 
six months.

“I am of the opinion the 
sentence should not be sus-
pended. It does not support 
the terms of general deter-
rence. On that basis, the 
only available remaining 
option is full-time impris-
onment or home deten-
tion,” said the judge.

Archbishop Wilson’s sis-
ter’s home will be assessed 
for home detention ahead 
of a decision next month. 
The court can request an 
assessment for home de-
tention after sentencing an 

offender to a term of impris-
onment of no more than 18 
months.

Wilson has not resigned 
as archbishop, despite re-
linquishing his duties in the 
wake of his conviction. 

Stone said protecting 
the Catholic Church was 
the archbishop’s “primary 
motive”. “There are no other 
rational explanations for the 
offender’s conduct”.

In May, a court found 
Archbishop Wilson had 
failed to report his colleague 
Fletcher’s abuse of altar 
boys to police. Wilson, then 
a junior priest in the Mait-
land region, had dismissed 
young victims.

Fletcher was convicted 
of nine child sexual abuse 
charges in 2004, and died in 
jail two years later.

During his trial, Wilson 
denied that he had known 
about Fletcher’s actions. 
The archbishop’s lawyers 
had sought to have the case 
thrown out on four occa-
sions, citing the 67-year-
old’s diagnosis with Alzhe-
imer’s disease.

Survivors of abuse said 
they had mixed feelings 
about the sentence. One, 
Peter Gogarty, said it was 
“probably letting (Wilson) 
off a little bit too lightly”.

The Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference said 
it hoped that the sentence 
would “bring some sense of 
peace” to Fletcher’s victims. 
It added that the Church 
had made “substantial 
changes” to prevent abuse 
and its concealment.

Tehran, July 3 (AFP): The 
foreign ministers of Iran 
and five world powers 
still party to the 2015 nu-
clear deal will meet in 
Vienna on Friday for talks 
on the troubled accord, 
state media in Tehran 
said.

The top diplomats of 
Britain, China, France, 
Germany and Russia will 
join Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif in the Austrian capi-
tal, Iran’s official IRNA 
news agency reported, 
for their first talks to-
gether on the deal since 
Washington pulled out 
earlier this year.

During the meeting 
the ministers will discuss 
an “incentive package” 
the European Union is of-

fering to try to persuade 
Iran to stay in the agree-
ment, IRNA reported.

The meeting will seek 
“solutions to preserve the 
Iran nuclear deal after the 
illegal US action to with-
draw,” it said.

The announcement 
came with President Has-
san Rouhani in Europe to 
rally support for the deal.

Ro u h a n i ,  a c c o m -
panied by Zarif, was in 
Switzerland today and 
due to head tomorrow to 
Vienna, where the accord 
was signed in 2015.

Iran has warned it is 
ready to resume uranium 
enrichment to 20 per cent 
- above the level permit-
ted in the deal - “within 
days” if the agreement 
falls apart.

Islamabad, July 3 (PTI): As many 
as 11,855 candidates are in the fray 
for 849 general seats of Pakistan’s 
national and provincial assemblies 
in the July 25 elections after the 
completion of scrutiny process, the 
election commission has said.

The Election Commission of 
Pakistan has issued the final list of 
candidates, according to which, 
3,459 candidates will contest on 
272 general seats of the National 
Assembly, while 8,396 are running 
for 577 general seats.

The National Assembly is a 
democratically elected body con-
sisting of a total of 342 members, 
of which 272 are directly elected, 60 
seats are reserved for women and 10 
for religious minorities.

The figures show a significant 
decrease in the number of candi-
dates compared to the 2013 gen-
eral elections when a total of 15,629 
candidates - 4,671 for National 

Assembly and 
10,958 for pro-
vincial assem-
blies - were in 
the field, Paki-
stani newspaper Dawn reported.

Interestingly, the leadership of 
major political parties and other 
political bigwigs are contesting from 
more than one constituency in the 
upcoming elections, it said.

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) president Shahbaz Sharif 
will contest from four constituen-
cies of three provinces including 
NA-132 (Lahore), NA-192 (Dera 
Ghazi Khan), NA-249 (Karachi) and 
NA-3 (Swat), the report said.

Cricketer-turned-politician 
and chief of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf Imran Khan has submitted 
his nomination from five con-
stituencies - NA-35 (Bannu), NA-53 
(Islamabad), NA-95 (Mianwali), NA-
131 (Lahore) and NA-243 (Karachi).

Chairman of 
the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari 
i s  c o n t e s t i n g 

on three seats - one each from 
Malakand, Lahore and native Lar-
kana. His father, Asif Ali Zardari 
will contest election from NA-213 
(Shaheed Benazirabad).

Maulana Fazlur Rahman, chief 
of the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam, is 
contesting from NA-38 and NA-39 
seats from Dera Ismail Khan, the 
report said.

Former interior minister 
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan will con-
test NA-59 and NA-63 seats from 
Rawalpindi. Jamaat-i-Islami chief 
Sirajul Haq, who is a sitting senator, 
will contest NA-7 seat (Lower Dir) 
and NA-23 (Charsadda). The Awami 
National Party chief Asfandyar Wali 
Khan is in the run for NA-24 (Char-
sadda).

Former premier Yusuf Raza 
Gilani will contest NA-158 (Multan) 
seat, while his sons Ali Moosa Gilani 
and Ali Qadir Gilani are in the fray 
for NA-157 and NA-154 seats. Chief 
of the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami 
Party Mehmood Khan Achakzai 
is contesting on NA-263 seat, the 
Dawn reported.

This time, a total of 3,459 can-
didates - 1,623 from Punjab, 824 
from Sindh, and 725 from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa - are in the run for 
the 272 general seats of the National 
Assembly.

According to the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan data, for general 
seats of provincial assemblies shows 
that a total of 4,036 candidates will 
fight for 297 general seats of the 
Punjab Assembly; 2,252 candidates 
will contest 130 general seats of 
the Sindh Assembly; and 1,165 
will compete for 99 Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Assembly seats.

PAKISTAN 
ELECTIONS

to Buddhist-majority My-
anmar.

Maurer, the president 
of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, 
said a lot more was needed 
to improve the situation he 
witnessed in Rakhine dur-
ing an official visit the past 
few days.

“What I’ve seen in terms 
of destruction of villages, 
abandonment of situations, 
disruptions in markets, of 
livelihood, of communities, 
I don’t think the present mo-

ment is an ideal condition 
to return,” Maurer told AFP 
in an interview in Chak-
markul refugee camp.

He said more was need-
ed for those families eking 
out survival in gigantic tent 
cities in Bangladesh, where 
many would rather endure 
hardship than return to 
persecution.

“We need to prepare 
the ground for returns for 
those who wish to return,” 
Maurer said.

Bangladesh and Myan-

mar agreed in November 
to begin repatriating the 
Rohingya but the process 
has stalled, with both sides 
accusing the other of frus-
trating the effort.

Fewer than 200 have 
been resettled, and the vast 
majority refuse to contem-
plate returning until their 
rights, citizenship and safe-
ty are assured.

The UN says conditions 
in Rakhine are not ripe for 
a safe, voluntary and digni-
fied repatriation, but signed 

an agreement with Myan-
mar to assess conditions on 
the ground to help refugees 
make an informed decision.

The UN Security Coun-
cil visited Myanmar and 
Rakhine state in early May, 
meeting with refugees who 
gave detailed accounts of 
killings, rape and torching 
of villages at the hands of 
Myanmar’s military.

Myanmar has vehe-
mently denied allegations by 
the US, United Nations and 
others of ethnic cleansing.

pabilities.
The State Department 

said Pompeo would head on 
Saturday from Pyongyang 
to Tokyo, where he would 
discuss North Korean denu-
clearisation with Japanese 
and South Korean leaders.

It will be Pompeo’s first 
visit to North Korea since 

the June 12 summit in Sin-
gapore between US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
Kim Jong Un, at which the 
North Korean leader agreed 
to “work toward denucleari-
sation of the Korean Penin-
sula.”

The joint summit state-
ment, however, gave no 
details on how or when 
Pyongyang might give up its 
weapons. US officials have 
since been trying to flesh 
out details to produce an 
agreement that might live 
up to Trump’s enthusiastic 
portrayal of the outcome.

The US goal remained 
“the final, fully-verified de-
nuclearisation of (North Ko-
rea), as agreed to by Chair-
man Kim in Singapore,” a 
State Department spokes-

woman said.
A US delegation led 

by US ambassador to the 
Philippines Sung Kim met 
with North Korean coun-
terparts at Panmunjom on 
the border between North 
and South Korea on Sun-
day to discuss next steps 
on the implementation of 
the summit declaration, 
the State Department said.

S a n d e r s  e n d o r s e d 
comments made on Sun-
day by White House na-
tional security adviser 
John Bolton, who said 
he believed the bulk of 
North Korea’s weapons 
programmes could be dis-
mantled within a year “if 
they have the strategic 
decision already made to 
do that.” 
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Kim Kardashian goes to 
Kylie for ‘mommy advice’

H
ollywood actress Jes-
sica Alba says there 
have been “lots of 
different situations” 
in her career when 

she had to deal with sexual harass-
ment.

Alba, also a New York Times 
best-selling author and entrepre-
neur, spoke to CNN for “Talk Asia” 
here about healthy living and be-
coming a socially conscious busi-
nesswoman. In light of the recent 
scandal reverberating throughout 
Hollywood and beyond, Alba also 
reflects on her own experiences 
dealing with sexual harassment.

She said: “A lot of different 
situations, I had to learn quickly 
how to get myself out of them, so it 
never got to a place, but sure, I’ve 
been in lots of different situations.”

A mother of three -- two 
daughters and one son -- Alba said 
she finds it important to talk to her 
girls about them.

She wants them to know how 
“you have control over your body 
and over situations you want to 
put yourself in, and there’s warn-
ing signs and there’s that feeling 
in your stomach and you have 
to listen to that feeling, because 
usually you get that feeling before 
anything ever happens”.

But she feels “it’s probably 
going to be different talking to my 
son about that stuff”.

All in all, Alba says it’s vital for 

her to teach her children to be kind 
and to have respect for themselves, 
for the planet and for animals.

“I want them to be kind, have 
joy, be appreciative. They have a 
good life. They have a really good 
life and I want them to be appre-
ciative, and I also want them to be 
curious. I think that know-it-alls 
are the worst, and the second 
you’re not learning, then what’s the 
point?”

On female equality and seeing 
changes in the entertainment 
industry, Alba said: “Have I seen 
more women headlining movies, 
directing movies, writing movies, 
producing movies than before, and 
TV? 

“I don’t know if there’s been 
that big of a shift yet, but I think 
people are at least trying and 
there’s an awareness around it and 
how imbalanced it really is. I hope 
over the next 10 years we see more 
people, more diversity, certainly, 
behind the camera and in front of 
the camera.”

IANS

D
isgraced 
movie mo-
gul Harvey 
Weinstein 
has been in-

dicted on three additional 
felony sex charges, two of 
which carry the potential 
of life in prison.

Weinstein is already 
facing three sex crime 
charges, concerning al-
legations involving two 
women and carrying a 
maximum penalty of 25 
years in prison.

The Manhattan 
District Attorney’s office 
announced on Monday 
that Weinstein now faces 
charges involving a third 
woman, arising from an 
incident in 2006, reports 
variety.com.

According to the in-
dictment, Weinstein is ac-
cused of forcibly perform-
ing oral sex on the woman 
on July 10, 2006.

Weinstein was indict-
ed on one count of crimi-
nal sexual act in the first 
degree and two counts of 
predatory sexual assault. 
The latter charges are 

J
oe Jackson, patriarch 
of the musical Jack-
son family, was laid 
to rest in a private fu-
neral at Forest Lawn 

in Glendale, California -- 
the same place as his late 
son, King of Pop Michael 
Jackson, was buried fol-
lowing his death in 2009.

Family members, 
including Janet Jackson, 
attended Joe’s funeral 
on Monday afternoon, 
reported eonline.com.

Janet Jackson, the 
youngest of Joe’s children, 
was in the front of her 
father’s funeral. A public 
service will follow soon, 
TMZ reported.

Joe passed away on 
June 27 at the age of 89 
while in hospice care in 
Las Vegas. He was battling 
pancreatic cancer.

Paris Jackson had 
taken to Instagram to re-
flect on her final moments 
with her grandfather.

“Spending those last 
few moments with you 
were everything. being 
able to tell you everything 
i needed to tell you before 
saying goodbye was such 
a blessing,” she wrote in a 
tribute post to Joe.

IANS

‘F
riday the 13th’ 
will get “another 
incarnation” once 
the legal battle 
over the horror 

franchise is settled, Platinum 
Dunes producer Andrew Form 
has insisted.

 In February 2017, produc-
tion on a new installment in the 
slasher franchise was shut down 
just weeks before it was due to 
begin with Breck Eisner hired 
to direct the slasher flick from a 
script by Aaron Guzikowski with 
Brad Fuller and Andrew Form 
back on board to produce again 
after they brought back hockey 
mask wearing psychopath Jason 
Voorhees in a 2009 movie.

The movie had to be 
stopped due to a court battle 
between Sean Cunningham and 
Victor Miller, the director and 
writer of the original 1980 movie 
over the rights of the franchise.

Miller, 78, claims as he was 
responsible for co-creating the 
characters created in the slasher 
classic he is entitled to earnings 
and future earnings from the 11 

sequels, spin-offs, reboots and 
video games.

Cunningham - who acted 
as a producer on the 2009 film 
- claims that Miller’s script was 
written on a work-for-hire basis, 
meaning that he is only entitled 
to the payment he received for 
his work on the first film.

Warner Bros. owns the 
movie rights to Jason and his 
home Camp Crystal Lake and 
all associated characters and 
properties through New Line.

But Form insists his produc-
tion company Platinum Dunes 
- which specialised in horror 
films and was co-created by 
Michael Bay and Fuller - still has 
‘Friday the 13th’ at the top of 
list when it comes to films they 
want to bring to the cinema.

Speaking to website We 

Got This Covered, Form said: 
“There’s a lawsuit going on and 
the rights are a little messed up. 
But rest assured, we are doing 
everything we can to be in-
volved with that and we whole-
heartedly believe that another 
version, another incarnation 
of ‘Friday the 13th’, needs to be 
made and brought out to the 
world.

“’Friday The 13th’ is the one 
for us, because we were so close 
to filming that version about 
a year-and-a-half ago, and we 
loved the screenplay we had 
and we were so close on that 
one. I think that’s the one out 
of everything we’ve done in the 
past. I think Jason is the one 
right now for us that we’d love to 
get our hands on.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Escape Plan 2 (eng)

11 am, 2pm 8 pm: 
Sanju (hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Reality television star Kim Kardashian West says her go-to person these 
days for motherhood advice is her sister Kylie Jenner. With her sisters 
Kylie and Khloe Kardashian having children of their own, there are many 
people to go for an advice. “Lately, it’s been, Kylie. Kylie is up on all the 
new gadgets and the new baby stuff. But Khloe and I probably have 
the most similar parenting style and I will usually go to one of 
my best friends Larsa Pippen because she has four kids for mom 
advice,” Kim said. Kim finds herself closer than ever with all of 
her sisters, especially after Kylie and Khloe became parents.

Faced lots of 
situations: Jessica 
Alba on sexual 
harassment

Harvey Weinstein indicted 
on additional sex crime charges

Joe Jackson laid to rest 
in same cemetery as son MJ

Producer promises new Friday the 13th film

Liam Payne and Jean-Bernard Fernandez-Versini 
‘had to be separated’ after clashing in restaurant

used to prosecute perpe-
trators of multiple felony 
sexual assaults. 

They are Class A-II 
felonies, the most serious 
charges that Weinstein 
faces, and they carry a 
potential sentence of 10 
years to life in prison, 
reports variety.com.

“A Manhattan Grand 
Jury has now indicted 
Harvey Weinstein on 
some of the most serious 
sexual offences that exist 
under New York’s Penal 
Law,” District Attorney Cy 
Vance said in a statement.

“This indictment is the 
result of the extraordinary 
courage exhibited by the 
survivors who have come 
forward. Our investiga-
tion continues. If you are 
a survivor of the preda-
tory abuse with which 
Weinstein is charged, 
there is still time to pursue 
justice,” Vance added.

Weinstein is free on 
$1 million bail following 
his arrest on May 25 on 
the initial charges. He has 
pleaded not guilty. No trial 
date has been set yet.

IANS

L
iam Payne ‘had 
to be pulled 
away from 
ex-girlfriend 
Cheryl’s former 

husband’ after their paths 
crossed just two days 
before his split from the 
Girls Aloud star was of-
ficially confirmed.

The One Direction 
star, 24, whose separa-
tion from Cheryl was 
announced on Sunday 
evening, reportedly 
challenged French res-
taurateur Jean-Bernard 
Fernandez-Versini, 37, 
to a fight during an ap-
pearance at Marylebone 
nightspot Chiltern Fire-
house on Friday.

But employees at the 
restaurant, a popular 
destination for celebrities, 
stepped in amid fears the 
situation would escalate, 
according to The Sun.

A source told the 
publication: ‘JB asked his 
friend why this guy was 

eyeballing him and then 
he realised it was his ex’s 
fella. Liam was snarling 
and beckoning him over 
for a fight.

‘There was a lot of ges-
turing, goading each other 
and making threats across 
the room. Staff were wor-
ried JB would be provoked 
as he boxes every day. 

‘But he assured them 
he was not looking for 
a fight and would leave 
because he was getting on 

an early flight.’
The source added that 

Fernandez-Versini re-
mained calm throughout 
the episode, later telling 
friends that he was reluc-
tant to start a fight in the 
Firehouse and claiming 
Liam needed “a hug, not a 
punch.”

It’s understood that 
Liam had reacted angrily 
to seeing the Frenchman, 
Cheryl’s second husband, 
because he believes he 

‘wasn’t very nice to her’ 
during their fleeting 
18-month marriage. 

The Fight For This 
Love singer was handed 
a decree nisi ending her 
marriage to Fernandez-
Versini at the Central 
Family Court in London 
in October 2016.  

In papers filed at the 
court the singer cited his 
‘unreasonable behaviour’ 
as the reason for divorce, 
claiming it had caused 
her ‘stress and weight 
loss’.

The pair married on 
Mustique in the West 
Indies on July 7, 2014, 
having known each other 
for about 12 weeks after 
meeting at the Cannes 
film festival.

Cheryl later sparked 
a relationship with Liam, 
who is 10-years her junior, 
after One Direction per-
formed on The X Factor 
shortly after her divorce.

Dailymail.co.uk
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Garbine Muguruza of Spain plays a shot during her first round 
match against Naomi Broady of Great Britain in London on 
Tuesday, July 3.

AP/PTI

Belgium’s Marouane Fellaini, second from right, scores his side’s second goal during the round-of-16 match against Japan at the 2018 soccer World 
Cup in the Rostov Arena, in Rostov-on-Don, Russia on Monday, July 2.

EM Images

Players of Loyola HSS Jakhama and Grace HSS in action during the pre-quarterfinal match of the ongoing 2nd Kohima District Inter-School Football 
Tournament in Kohima on Tuesday.

EM Images

A practice session in progress before the start of the chess championship in Kohima on Tuesday.

Australia’s captain Aaron Finch blasted his way to 172 against Zimbabwe, to break his own world record high 
score in T20 Internationals.

World Cup: After great escape, 
Belgians eye Brazil without pressure

Real Madrid deny Neymar bid

Nagaland Chess Championship underway in Kohima

524-member Indian contingent 
announced for 2018 Asian Games

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament
Loyola HSS Jakhama thrash Grace HSS in a 9-goal thriller

Records tumble as Australia smashes Zimbabwe

Wimbledon: Muguruza 
opens title defense by 
toppling British wildcard

Moscow, July 3 (Reuters): It 
took a great escape in injury 
time to get there after being 
two goals down to Japan, 
but Belgium can now view 
their quarter-final against 
Brazil free of the weight of 
expectation.

“When you play against 
Brazil, you need to under-
stand they are the best 
team in the competition,” 
coach Roberto Martinez 
said after a final charge up 
the park four minutes into 
stoppage time gave Bel-
gium a 3-2 win and a tough 
date in Kazan on Friday.

“We can enjoy it from 
the first minute,” the Span-
iard said, describing the fix-
ture as a childhood dream 
for footballers. “I don’t think 
anyone expects us to go 
through to the semi-finals.”

In a goalless first half on 
Monday, where the Japa-
nese gave a side ranked 
third in the world by FIFA 
no space and threatened on 
the break, his players dis-
played “a fear of not being 
able to fulfil the tag of being 
favourites”, said Martinez.

Only once they were 2-0 
behind with half an hour to 
play and “nothing to lose” 
did the Red Devils “almost 
enjoy the opportunity of 
getting back into it”, he 
added. So against Brazil, 
“we can really enjoy it from 
the first second.”

He refused to take ques-
tions on his tactics, prais-
ing the Japanese and the 
“hunger” of his own players, 
though Belgians at home 
are asking plenty of ques-
tions about the strength of 
his three-man defensive 

line and the sharpness of an 
attacking force which had 
knocked in nine in three 
games in the group phase.

Brought in from Everton 
after quarter-final disap-
pointments at the last World 
Cup and Euro 2016 to pro-

vide some Premier League 
collective steel to a “golden 
generation”, Martinez si-
lenced any critics with a 
double substitution.

Yannick Carrasco and 
Dries Mertens had danced 
past lesser opposition in 

support of Eden Hazard and 
striker Romelu Lukaku but 
the Samurai Blue’s pressing 
left them at sea.

On 65 minutes, Marti-
nez threw on West Brom-
wich Albion winger Nacer 
Chadli and Marouane Fel-

laini, the towering Man-
chester United midfielder.

Within 10 minutes, af-
ter a lucky goal from Tot-
tenham Hotspur full-back 
Jan Vertonghen, Fellaini 
had headed the equaliser.

As extra-time loomed, a 
quick throw out from goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois, 
a run through the middle 
by Kevin De Bruyne to feed 
Thomas Meunier on the 
right and a cross that Lu-
kaku deftly left for Chadli 
had the Belgians in heaven 
in just 10 seconds.

“Miracle men,” was the 
simple headline in Brussels’ 
Le Soir.

Friday’s encounter with 
Brazil will test whether they 
can make good on tactical 
and technical promise but 
the ‘miracle’ of Rostov sug-
gests Martinez has brought 
mental steel and strength 
in depth. Captain Hazard 
confessed it felt like Euro 
2016 all over again, when a 
couple of key injuries saw 
the Belgians surrender 3-1 
to modest Wales. Meunier, 
too, admitted that he had 
thought, “It’s all over.”

Against Brazil, he said: 
“We’ll have more tough 
moments. But it will be 
a great game. It’s now or 
never for Belgium do show 
we have the talent and what 
they call the ‘golden gen-
eration’.”

Madrid, July 3 (AFP): Real Madrid have dis-
missed as “absolutely untrue” reports 
of a 310 million-euro ($360-mil-
lion) bid for Paris Saint-Germain’s 
Neymar.

The colossal transfer claim was 
made by Spain’s public television 
station TVE on Monday evening.

Real were quick to knock it 
down, saying in a statement they 
had not been consulted by TVE 
before the broadcast.

“Real Madrid have made no of-

fer of any kind to PSG or the player,” the 
European champions added.

The report came hours after 
Neymar’s Brazil saw off Mexico 
2-0 in the World Cup last 16 in 

Russia to set up a tantalising 
quarter-final clash with Bel-
gium.

Neymar, 26, became the 
world’s most expensive play-
er last year when he moved 

to PSG from Barcelona for 222 
million euros.

London, July 3 (Reuters): 
Champion Garbine Mugu-
ruza opened up traditional 
‘ladies day’ on Wimbledon’s 
Center Court with a 6-2 7-5 
win over British wildcard 
Naomi Broady in the first 
round on Tuesday.

Since the pair last con-
tested a match seven years 
ago, Muguruza has gone 
on to become a two-time 
Grand Slam champion and 
the Spaniard produced an 
assured performance to 

dispatch the 138th-ranked 
Broady. Broady, who saved 
eight of the 11 break points 
she faced, survived a match 
point on her serve in the 
10th game to the delight of 
the cheering fans but the 
third seed made no mis-
take two games later as she 
wrapped up the win.

Muguruza will play ei-
ther Belgium’s Alison van 
Uytvanck or Slovenia’s Po-
lona Hercog in the second 
round.   

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 3 (EMN): 
Vinongol Luho scored five 
goals as Loyola Higher Sec-
ondary School Jakhama 
thrashed Grace Higher 
Secondary School 8-1 in 
the pre-quarterfinal match 
of the ongoing 2nd Kohima 
District Inter-School Foot-
ball Tournament here at 
the Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima on Tuesday.

Luho’s hat-tr ick,  a 
brace from Keduhoto Zao 
and a goal from Mecievi 
Khieya in the first half gave 
LHSS Jakhama a six goal 
lead in the first half.

Grace HSS did score a 
consolation goal in the sec-
ond half through Akenyu 
but Luho rounded up the 
game with a brace in the 
second half, thus becom-
ing the first player in the 
tournament to score five 
goals in a match.

With the win, Loyola 
HSS Jakhama will now 
face Don Bosco HSS in the 
first quarterfinal match on 
Wednesday.

In the first match, Don 
Bosco HSS outclassed 
Bethel HSS 5-0 to enter 
quarters.

In a one sided match, 
Mhasiletuo opened the 
scoring in the 23th minute 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 3 (EMN): The 17th edition of 
the Nagaland State Chess Championship 
organised by the Nagaland Chess Associa-
tion (NCA) got underway at the Red Cross 
Complex in Kohima on Tuesday. Top four 
players from this championship will repre-
sent the state in the forthcoming National 
Chess Championship. The championship 
will conclude on June 6.

P. Khezhie, president NCA in his address 
said chess is one of the most popular game 
in the world and a game where there is no 
age bar.

Speaking on the benefit of playing 
chess, he said it is a brain exercise which en-
hances the quality of one’s intelligence and 
increases the creativity while also improves 
memories.  The president also maintained 
that the game can increase skills in problem 
solving and improves reading skills as well 

as improves in concentration.
Stating that chess is a multi dimensional 

activity with its ever expanding horizon, he 
said ‘In India, today chess is a discipline of 
sports which it is in ‘A’ category, which is 
equally popular and important as football, 
cricket, boxing, and wrestling etc’.

In this regard he said the association 
has produced 17 Elo rated players where 
Riiguolie Ziimvii was the first player to get 
his Elo rating in the year 1995 and currently 
Mughaho Awomi is the highest rated Elo 
rated player having Elo rating 1900 plus.

48 players including 19 students are tak-
ing part in the championship under three 
categories- open category, U-14 and U-17 
years (boys and girls) category.

Students from Little Flower School, 
Coraggio School, Holy Family School, and 
Mezhur Higher Secondary School are also 
taking part.

New Delhi, July 3 (IANS): A 
524-member Indian con-
tingent will feature in the 
upcoming Asian Games, 
slated to be held from 
August 18 in Jakarta and 
Palembang, Indonesia, the 
Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA) announced on 
Tuesday.

The contingent will 
comprise of 277 men and 

247 women athletes from 
a total of 36 sports disci-
plines.

Of the various sporting 
disciplines, athletics will 
have the highest number 
of representation with a 
total of 52 members par-
ticipating.

Earlier, in the 2014 
Incheon Asian Games, 
the Indian contingent fea-

tured a total of 541 ath-
letes spread across 28 dis-
ciplines. 

This time, eight new 
disciplines have been add-
ed to the contingent where 
the country has shown 
promise, namely: Karate, 
Kurash, Pencak Silat, Roller 
Skating, Sambo, Sepak-
takraw, Triathlon and Soft 
Tennis.

Harare, July 3 (AFP): A slew 
of records tumbled as Aus-
tralia destroyed Zimbabwe 
by 100 runs in the Twenty20 
tri-series at Harare Sports 
Club on Tuesday.

Australian captain Aar-
on Finch powered his way 
to 172, a new world record 
high score in T20 interna-
tionals, and his opening 
partnership with D’Arcy 
Short put up 223, another 
world record.

Australia reached 229 
for 2, the highest total ever 
scored against Zimbabwe 
in a T20I.

Finch cracked his first 
six in the fourth over of the 
morning, and with his third 
he brought up a 22-ball half 
century.

That was his fastest in 
Twenty20 internationals.

Australia took 75 from 
the Powerplay, with Finch 
doing the bulk of the scor-
ing while Short was content 
to turn the strike over to his 
big-hitting partner.

When the team hun-
dred came up halfway 
through the 10th over, 
Finch had 74 runs to his 
name, while Short had 

managed just 19 from the 
24 balls he had faced.

Short soon began to find 
the middle of his own bat, 
though, and took a brace of 
sixes off Ryan Burl’s legspin 
to take his strike rate to over 
a run a ball.

Finch,  meanwhile, 

brought up his second T20I 
hundred at the end of the 
14th over, taking just 50 
deliveries.

Four overs later, his 15th 
four took Australia’s score to 
200, and Finch then moved 
beyond 150 with a swipe to 
deep midwicket.

He then surpassed his 
own world record high 
score of 156 with his ninth 
six.

Short eventually fell 
swinging across the line at 
fast bowler Blessing Mu-
zarabani to be caught for 46, 
while Finch fell in bizarre 

circumstances in the final 
over.

Stretching out to hit a 
full delivery from Muzara-
bani, he over-balanced and 
kicked his own stumps to 
be out hit wicket.

While Muzarabani fin-
ished with two wickets to 
his name, left-arm spinner 
Tendai Chisoro was the 
only bowler to escape se-
vere punishment.

It appeared Zimbabwe 
might make a fist of their 
huge chase when openers 
Solomon Mire and Chamu 
Chibhabha rushed past 40 
in the fourth over, but once 
they were dismissed regular 
wickets quickly stalled the 
innings.

Left-arm spinner Ash-
ton Agar raced through four 
overs conceding just 16, 
while Andrew Tye’s seamers 
were even more effective.

Tye took 3 for 12 as 
Australia inflicted one last 
record against the host 
Zimbabwe, who slumped 
to their largest-ever defeat 
in T20Is.

Zimbabwe will take on 
Pakistan on Wednesday in 
the tri-series’ next match.

for DBS team and Jewabu 
added the second in 26 
minute to make it 2-0 in the 
first half.

The second half, Don 
Bosco HSS scored three 
m o r e  g o a l s  t h r o u g h 
Lamthio Akiheto and The-
jangulie to end the match 
5-0.

While the last years 

runners up, G Rio School 
came from a goal down to 
beat Mount Carmel 2-1 in 
the second match.

G Rio survived a scare 
as late goal from Pelengu-
lie Kire in the extra time 
helped the team to win the 
match and to make sure 
they stay in the tourna-
ment.

Mount Carmel player 
Hikoto scored the open-
ing goal in the 9th minute 
but G Rio team equalised 
through Sevizo in the the 
21 minute. Pelengulie Kire 
then scored the much 
needed goal in the injury 
added time to send G Rio 
into the quarters of the 
tournament. With the win, 

G Rio will take on North-
field on Thursday’s quar-
terfinal match.  

Quarterfinal fixture on 
Wednesday

First match: Don Bosco 
HSS vs Loyola School at 

1 pm
Second match: St. Paul 

Phesama vs Mount Sinai 
HSS at 2.40 pm
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Sweden's Emil Forsberg, right, celebrates with teammates after scoring the opening goal during the round-of-16 match against 
Switzerland at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the St. Petersburg Stadium, in St. Petersburg, Russia onTuesday, July 3.

AP/PTI

John Obi Mikel

Uruguay are marshalled by defensive stalwart Diego Godin.

Igor Akinfeev saved twice as Russia beat Spain 4-3 on penalties.

Diego Maradona during the France vs Argentina match of the FIFA 
World Cup.

Sweden edge Switzerland 
1-0 to reach quarter-finals

Determined Uruguay ready to spoil French party

Maradona offers to 
coach Argentina for free

Nigeria captain played with 
news of father's kidnapping

Loew to stay on as Germany coach despite World Cup flop

Russia goalkeeper says he knew what 
to expect from Spain's penalty shots

St Petersburg, July 3 (Re-
uters): A deflected shot 
from Emil Forsberg gave 
Sweden a 1-0 victory over 
Switzerland in a scrappy 
round of 16 match on Tues-
day, sending the Swedes 
through to the World Cup 
quarter-finals for the first 
time in 24 years.

A meeting with either 
Colombia or England awaits 
Janne Andersson’s side in 
the next round, and judging 
by the fare they served up in 

St Petersburg, neither team 
will lose much sleep over 
the prospect of facing the 
limited Swedish attack.

Both teams were waste-
ful in possession and guilty 
of the sort of poor finishing 
and unimaginative mid-
field play that had boos and 
whistles ringing around the 
St Petersburg stadium from 
as early as the 25th minute.

Switzerland came into 
the match as the side with 
arguably the greater wealth 

of attacking talent, but their 
four shots on target over 
the 90 minutes told its own 
story.

Sweden had one at-
tempt fewer on target, 
with the only difference 
being that one of them 
took a heavy deflection and 
wrong-footed Swiss goal-
keeper Yann Sommer to 
send the Swedes into the 
next round. The Swedes 
were happy to pack midfield 
and send the Swiss down 

the wings, surrendering 
possession while looking to 
pinch a goal at the other end 
on the counter.

Marcus Berg forced a 
fine save from Sommer in 
the 27th minute and Al-
bin Ekdal squandered an 
excellent chance when he 
volleyed over the bar from 
12 metres out after getting 
on the end of a cross from 
Mikael Lustig.

At the other end, Blerim 
Dzemaili wasted Switzer-

Berlin, July 3 (Reuters): Germany 
coach Joachim Loew will stay in 
his post to lead a national team 
overhaul after the current world 
champions crashed out in the group 
stage at the World Cup in Russia, the 
German Football Federation (DFB) 
said on Tuesday.

Loew’s contract runs until 2022, 
having been extended for two years 
in May. But his side’s shock exit in 
Russia after defeats to Mexico and 
South Korea and a solitary win over 
Sweden had sparked speculation 
about whether he would keep his 
job.

“We are all firmly convinced 
that with Jogi Loew, we have a 
national coach who will analyse 
(the situation) very precisely, take 
the right steps and lead our team 
back on the road to success,” DFB 
president Reinhard Grindel said in 
a statement.

Grindel said Loew would pres-
ent his analysis of what went wrong 
before the team’s next international 
on Sept. 6 against France for the 
newly created Nations League.

The 58-year-old has been in 
charge for 12 years, having taken 
over after the 2006 World Cup. In 

2014 he led Germany to their fourth 
World Cup title. He had previously 
been an assistant to his predecessor 
Juergen Klinsmann from 2004-2006.

Loew, who prior to Russia had 
led his country to at least the semi-
finals in all major tournaments, 
said he was “very grateful for the 
confidence that the DFB continues 
to place in me.”

“My disappointment is equally 
big, but I want to start the recon-
struction with all my strength. I will 
now analyse everything with the 
team, we will have talks and (I) will 
draw my conclusions prior to the 

season start in September.”
Germany’s first-round World 

Cup exit was its earliest in 80 years. 
The international careers of several 
of its 2014 champions, including 
Mesut Ozil, Sami Khedira and Je-
rome Boateng, remains in doubt.

Loew has been in charge for 165 
matches, winning 108, more than 
any other Germany coach.

Until a few years ago his team 
were an indomitable attacking 
force, and their 7-1 demolition of 
Brazil in the 2014 World Cup semi-
final was considered a remarkable 
achievement.

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

land’s best chance when he 
fired over from 12 metres, 
while Xherdan Shaqiri had 
an awful day at the office, 
sending long balls from 
the wing sailing over the 
heads of his team mates 
with alarming regularity.

The teams went into the 
interval locked in a goalless 
stalemate, and the second 
half started in a similarly 
stultifying manner, with 
the game looking like it was 
inching inevitably towards 
extra time and potentially a 
penalty shootout.

Even the goal that de-
cided the contest had a fair 
bit of fortune about it.

Forsberg’s 66th minute 
shot was headed straight 
at Sommer until Manuel 
Akanji stuck out a foot and 
deflected it past his strand-
ed keeper.

Switzerland sparked 
into life after the goal, but 
Sweden defended stoutly, 
and looked threatening on 
the counter-attack.

They broke through the 
Swiss cordon deep into ex-
tra time when the substitute 
Martin Olsson was released 
into space and brought 
down by Michael Lang just 
outside the box.

The referee gave Lang a 
red card and at first awarded 
a penalty to the Swedes, but 
changed his mind after con-
sulting the video assistant 
referee (VAR) and instead 
awarded a free kick. Som-
mer saved Ola Toivonen’s 
effort, and the game ended 
seconds later.

Sochi (Russia), July 3 (Re-
uters): Former Argentine 
great Diego Maradona has 
offered to coach his country 
for free, eight years after his 
last attempt ended in World 
Cup failure.

M a r a d o n a ,  w h o 
watched his side eliminated 
4-3 by France last weekend 
in Kazan, was asked if he 
fancied another shot at the 
job – even though current 
coach Jorge Sampaoli has a 
contract until 2022.

 “Yes, and I would do 
it for free,” Maradona said 
on a Venezuelan TV show. 
“I wouldn’t ask for anything 
in return.”

The former Boca Juniors 
and Napoli player coached 
Argentina at the 2010 World 
Cup, where his team were 
beaten 4-0 by Germany at 
the quarter-final stage.

Since then, the player 
who guided Argentina to 
their last World Cup win 
in 1986, has only coached 
two club sides in the United 
Arab Emirates.

He is still one of the 

most controversial faces 
in football, and he hit the 
headlines in Russia for his 
colourful appearances at 
Argentina games.

Never a stranger to 
extremes, Maradona pro-
duced some of this World 
Cup’s lasting images - cel-
ebrating victories in iconic 
poses, giving the finger to 

fans, and being helped into 
a hospitality box to be seen 
by doctors after suffering 
from low blood pressure.

“People think I am hap-
py but my heart is heavy,” 
Maradona said about Ar-
gentina’s elimination. “I feel 
really bad that everything 
we built with so much effort 
we destroyed so easily.”

St Petersburg, July 3 (IANS): In a startling rev-
elation, Nigeria captain John Obi Mikel said he 
learnt that his father had been kidnapped just 
hours before he led Nigeria into their final World 
Cup group phase tie against Argentina.

"I played while my father was in the hands 
of bandits," Mikel was quoted as saying by The 
Guardian. "I had to suppress the trauma. I took 
a call four hours before kick-off to tell me what 
had happened."

The former Chelsea midfielder got the news 
as he travelled on the team bus to the stadium 
here last week.

According to the report, Mikel was asked to 
call the kidnappers on a designated number. On 
doing so, the 31-year old was asked to cough up 
a ransom.

Mikel told the Guardian that he could not 

Nizhniy Novgorod (Russia), 
July 3 (AFP): Streetwise and 
tough yet with a razor-sharp 
edge, Uruguay have moved 
serenely into the World Cup 
quarter-finals, ignoring the 
chaos that has swamped 
former winners Argentina 
and Spain.

Uruguay have shown in 
Russia they are extremely 
difficult to beat yet some-
times underwhelming -- 
all things you could have 
predicted from La Celeste 
before the World Cup.

A slow start and an 89th 
minute winner that gave 
them a forgettable 1-0 win 
over a Mohamed Salah-less 
Egypt in their first game, has 
now given way to a cam-
paign with real hope of win-
ning the World Cup.

With a defence built 
around the central pairing 
of Jose Gimenez and the 
vastly experienced 32-year-
old Diego Godin -- they also 
play together at Atletico Ma-
drid -- Uruguay have won 
all four games in Russia, 
conceding a solitary goal.

They are also the only 
side to have beaten Russia, 
overwhelming them 3-0 in 
the group stage in what ap-
peared to be a reality check 
for the host nation before 
they want on to stun Spain 
in the last 16.

Uruguay extinguished 

Cristiano Ronaldo's Por-
tugal on a thrilling night in 
Sochi to reach the quarter-
finals, with Edinson Cavani 
scoring two brilliant goals.

Next up the grizzly, ex-
perienced World Cup cam-
paigners take on a young 
France -- the exciting Kylian 
Mbappe, and Gimenez and 
Godin's Atletico teammate 
Antoine Griezmann -- on 
Friday, bidding for a place 
in the semi-finals.

It is as tough a World 
Cup fixture as France could 
have, and any hope that 
their stars will enjoy the 

same space they enjoyed in 
their 4-3 win against a dis-
organised Argentina have 
already been extinguished.

"France's strongest 
points are the attackers, 
Griezmann and Mbappe," 
Uruguay's veteran coach 
Oscar Tabarez said in his 
understated yet determined 
way after the Portugal vic-
tory.

"If you let France have 
space it will be very dif-
ficult."

The freedom experi-
enced in Kazan will not be 
granted to the French by 

Moscow, July 3 (IANS): Russia goalkeeper 
Igor Akinfeev said on Tuesday that he had 
been prepared for how Spain players would 
shoot their penalties in the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup, which proved decisive when their 
last-16 clash ended in a 1-1 tie, triggering a 
penalty shootout that Russia won 4-3.

Akinfeev saved two spot kicks from 
Spain's Jorge "Koke" Resurreccion Merodio 
and Iago Aspas during Saturday's match, 
sending Russia to the quarterfinals, where 
they are to face Croatia on July 7, reports Efe.

"I did not train on penalties, as we were 
planning to win in regulation time, although 
I knew how each Spanish player would 

shoot," Akinfeev said.
"In the shots that I rejected, the Span-

iards shot right where I thought," he added.
"I was lucky and that's it, this is a success 

for the whole Russian team, we should not 
highlight anyone. The national team has 
given everyone a party, but that's history, we 
want something more," he said.

As for the quarterfinals clash against 
Croatia, he declined to comment, saying he 
had not watched his next opponents play.

"I'm just following our national team. Of 
course, I've watched some matches during 
the World Cup, but not the Croatians," the 
keeper added.

Uruguay's suffocating de-
fence in Nizhny Novgorod.

"El Maestro" Tabarez 
has been in charge of Uru-
guay for 12 years and has 
not only forged a strong 
team which rarely fail to 
deliver on the big stage, but 
also a side with an immense 
work ethic and huge experi-
ence.

At this World Cup, goal-
keeper Fernando Muslera 
and star striker Luis Su-
arez both played their 100th 
game for their country.

Their main doubt for 
France is Cavani, who has 
a calf muscle injury that 
forced him off against Por-
tugal. He did not train on 
Tuesday.

Cavani  has  played 
105 times for his country. 
If he has not recovered in 
time, he could replaced by 
Cristhian Stuani, who has 
played 42 times for Uru-
guay, just 16 fewer times 
than Griezmann has ap-
peared for France.

And they are marshalled 
by the incomparable Go-
din, currently 121 caps and 
counting.

Uruguay has a "unique" 
team spirit because their 
victories mean so much to 
the players and the coun-
try, one of those inside the 
South American team camp 
said this week.

Turning over new leaf
But in this topsy-tur-

vy World Cup, one thing 
for Uruguay has notably 
changed.

Surprisingly, the team 
which has received the few-
est yellow cards in Russia 
-- just one -- is Uruguay, 
the team who traditionally 
resort to the dark arts to win.

At the last World Cup, 
Luis Suarez was involved in 
the notorius biting scandal 
and as far as back as 1986 
Uruguay were labelled "liars 
and cheaters" by Alex Fer-
guson after a bad-tempered 
match against Scotland. 
This time, only Rodrigo 
Bentancur has been booked 
in Russia.

It is a remarkable trans-
formation.

They have five fewer 
yellow cards than France 
going into Friday and it is 
the Europeans who have to 
reshuffle because of a sus-
pension to Blaise Matuidi.

Uruguay also have a 
reputation as World Cup 
party-poopers -- remember 
Ghana in 2010 -- and history 
is on their side.

The two nations have 
met three times in the World 
Cup and Uruguay have not 
lost once. And in all com-
petitions, France have not 
scored against them in six 
and a half hours of play.

confide in anyone in the Nigerian Foot-
ball Federation.

"I was emotionally distraught and 
I had to make the decision about 
whether I was mentally ready to play. 
I was confused. I did not know what to 
do but, in the end, I knew that I could 
not let 180 million Nigerians down. 

"I had to shut it out of my head and 
go and represent my country first. I 
could not even inform the coaches or 
NFF staff and only a very tight circle of 
my friends knew," Mikel said. 

Mikel played out the entire 90 min-
utes as Nigeria lost 2-1 to Argentina. 

"I was told that they would shoot 
my dad instantly if I reported to the 
authorities or told anybody. I also did 
not want to discuss it with the coach 
(Gernot Rohr) because I did not want 
my issue to become a distraction to him 
or the rest of the team.

"Thankfully, my father was safely 
released on Monday afternoon. I thank 
the police authorities for their rescue 
efforts and the support I've received 
from friends and family members. Un-
fortunately, my dad is now in hospital 
receiving emergency treatment as a 
result of the torture he received during 
his capture," Mikel further said.


