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Reyivolü Rhakho
Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
Nagaland was recently 
listed as the second ‘dirti-
est’ state in the Northeast 
region and the third dirti-
est in the country by the 
Centre’s ranking exercise, 
the Swachh Survekshan for 
2018 of the Union Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs. In the survey was also 
Mokokchung ranking the 
57th cleanest for the North-
east zone, but out of 201 
Urban Local Bodies (ULB). 

The news of the survey 
and the state’s poor ranking 
came as a shock besides of-
fering a sad reminder of the 
fact that Nagaland and its 
people are still quite behind 
when it comes to sanita-
tion attitudes, hygiene, and 
cleanliness. 

The question of what 
went wrong in the Naga 
context, after a rough study, 
perhaps points to the lack 
of an elected municipal or 
town councils in the state. 
Nagaland still has no elect-
ed ULB and the municipal 
bodies are managed cur-
rently by an administrator 
appointed by the state gov-
ernment. 

Speaking with the East-
ern Mirror was minister for 
Urban Development and 
Municipal Affairs Metsubo 
Jamir on July 1, during a 
telephonic conversation. 
He remarked, ‘It’s a good 
thing that such survey has 
been conducted to make 
the people aware of the 
reality. Although we have no 
idea on what criteria were 
the survey been conducted. 
We will have to ensure the 
measures taken for survey." 

The Swachh Survek-
shan 2018 ranked states 
and cities on the basis of 
performance measured by 
six indicators and feedback 
posturing such as collection 

and transportation of mu-
nicipal solid waste; process-
ing; disposal of the waste; 
sanitation-related progress; 
innovation; citizens’ feed-
back, direct observation, and 
urban best practices. 

The absence of elected 
ULBs may be hindering func-
tional processes and func-
tioning and development 
of the towns and cities in 
Nagaland. Minister Metsubo 
Jamir said that the termina-
tion of the ULB election in 
2017 in the state had stopped 
the flow of central financial 
allocation. 

The state’s municipal 
election, which was sup-
posed to be held in 2017, was 
opposed tooth-and-nail by 
a section of the Naga com-
munity leading to mass agi-
tations. The agitation was 
against implementation of 
the 33 % women reservation 
and issues of taxation con-
tained in the provisions of 

the Nagaland Municipal Act 
of 2006.  

Jamir said that the de-
partment was working on 
addressing loopholes with 
regard to the 33% reservation 
for women and was ‘trying to 
bring in some amendments.’ 
However, he said, as the mat-
ter was in court the depart-
ment was stuck at trying to 
amend the act. 

The minister pointed out 
that the municipal bodies 
had been functioning on 
tax from traders, business, 
and private firms. The small 
source of income coming in 
from schemes has been keep-
ing the town clean, he said. 
The minister informed that 
the department has been try-
ing to set up a separate com-
mittee to oversee municipal 
affairs at the earliest. 

Jamir informed that the 
department shall be con-
vening a meeting with tribal 
‘hohos’ (organisations) in 

Nagaland. He said that the 
government was pursuing 
an "inclusive discussion" of 
stakeholders comprising the 
government, and Civil Soci-
ety organisations. 

"We will include everyone 
in the talk so as to bring out 
the equal result for all," he 
assured.

Also, speaking to East-
ern Mirror on Monday over 
the phone, Kohima Munici-
pal Council’s administrator 
Elizabeth Ngullie disagreed 
with the Swachh Survekshan 
report. She termed it “very 
overrated.” She asserted that 
just because ‘some part of 
Dimapur or Kohima is dirty,’ 
it does not mean that the 
entire state was the same. 
‘They (survey) cannot take 
the liberty and declare the 
state as dirtiest.’ 

“I am not happy with re-
sult and I don’t agree with it,” 
Ngullie said.

“Even in the absence of 

the elected bodies we are 
trying our best to take care 
of the duties of the munici-
palities,” the officer said. 
A joint effort of the district 
municipalities will be to 
focus more on achieving the 
chief minister’s declaration 
of the state as a “plastic-free 
zone” by November, the ad-
ministrator informed.
Cleanest town at no. 57
Mokokchung district was 
ranked 57th from among 
states of the Northeast. 
Nation-wise, it would have 
ranked much lower.    

E n t r e p r e n e u r  a n d 
general secretary of the 
Mokokchung Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries 
Limalenden Longkumer in-
teracted with this newspa-
per on Sunday highlighting 
the problems being faced 
by municipal bodies.  

 ‘It is obvious that the 
present administrators of 
the municipal corporations 
are carrying double respon-
sibility,’ Longkumer said. 

Nonetheless,  Long-
kumer affirmed that there 
was a ‘tough-like competi-
tion among citizens as they 
want their ward to look the 
best.’ He credited citizens' 
participation, the collective 
involvement of the com-
munity, in trying to make 
Mokokchung the ‘cleanest 
town or district’ in the state. 

The MCCI member ob-
served that maintaining 
a clean environment was 
everyone's responsibility. 
He added though that the 
authority in concern should 
be able to undertake san-
itation-related activities, 
development, and planning 
effectively.

How e v e r,  w i t h  t h e 
Swachh Survekshan rank-
ing Nagaland among the 
dirtiest of states in India, 
and also with the absence of 
ULB, the ultimate question 
now is that the Naga peo-
ple need to do something 
about it. 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): Terming as 
‘courageous’ the Nationalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party’s (NDPP) attempt to 
defend Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) has stated 
that the people cannot be ‘taken for a 
joy-ride or be convinced by such point-
less arguments produced by the NDPP.’

The NPF stated in a press release 
that was issued on Sunday that it was 
‘least bothered of Neiphiu Rio as an 
individual but being the chief minister 
it is expected of him to make his stand 
clear on important issues such as inte-
gration of Naga contiguous areas and 
the Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2016.’

It accused the NDPP of trying to 
‘cover up the matter by claiming that 
the NPF was spreading lies and propa-
ganda despite NETV and other national 
electronic media including print media 
disseminating the interaction with 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on 12 June 
at New Delhi, both in visual and print 
form.’

“The report, which went viral across 
various section of the media and under 
public domain is a standing witness to 
the subject and it is for the Naga people 
to judge whether the Naga Peoples’ 
Front is reiterating and asserting the 
legitimate rights of the Nagas or spread-
ing ‘lies and propaganda’ as alleged.”

The NDPP, it stated, has no moral 
right to talk on the Naga political issue 
since it ‘has come under scanner of the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) for 
committing perjury while trying to get 
it registered under the ECI.’

“The NPF would like to highlight 

the fact and figure that Neiphiu Rio 
who was the then Home minister in 
Congress ministry during 2002 deserted 
the Congress party for reasons best 
known to him. 

His political career was almost 
shattered until the ‘cock party’ came to 
his rescue which he later attempted to 
freeze the ‘cock symbol’ out of frustra-
tion before forming his present day 
NDPP. Infact, just to accommodate Rio 
into the party fold, the nomenclature of 
the party was change from NPC to NPF, 
therefore calling Rio as the founder of 
the NPF is not a new joke.

“Regarding the resolution on inte-
gration of Naga contiguous areas on 18 
December 2003, it was initiated based 
on the political stand and policy of 
the Naga Peoples’ Front and therefore, 
Neiphiu Rio or his infant political party 
has no moral right to claim credit for 
the same. The resolution was the fifth 
resolution adopted by the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly (NLA) while four 
others were adopted prior to Neiphiu 
Rio becoming the chief minister.”

Prior to the ‘expansion of the Naga 
Peoples’ Front to Manipur and Aru-
nachal Pradesh,’ it stated, civil organisa-
tions such as the Naga Hoho, the Naga 
Students’ Federation and others had 
cohesively worked with the Nagas in As-
sam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh 
‘and to claim that it was Neiphiu Rio 
who ignited emotional integration is 
not only misinterpretation of history 
but an insult to the tireless efforts and 
sacrifices of various Naga leaders and 
civil societies alike.’

New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): 
Pushing for greater integra-
tion in the Saarc region, 
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh 
Kant on Monday said the 
South Asian region will 
remain backward until it 
pushes for greater trade, 
greater investments and 
more tourism within the 
region.

He said the South-Asian 
region was the least inte-
grated region in the world 
with virtually no intra-re-
gional trade.

Kant said that on one 

New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): The Su-
preme Court on Monday extended till 
July 30 the deadline for the publica-
tion of the draft National Register of 
Citizens in Assam as the earlier dead-
line of June 30 could not be adhered 
to in the wake of the flood situation 
in the State.

Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice 
Rohinton Fali Nariman gave an 
extension of one month after going 
through the report submitted by the 
State Co-ordinator, NRC, Prateek 
Hajela, pointing to the difficulties 
being encountered due to the flood 
situation.  The bench also permitted 
the deletion of 1.5 lakh names that 

were included in the draft part NRC 
published in early 2017 but later on 
scrutiny were found to be ineligible 
to be included in the citizens register. 
The names of the 64,000 doubtful 
voters and 4,500 foreigners will be 
kept on hold and their descendants 
will be identified.

Taking suo motu cognizance of 
the concern for the security of State 
Co-ordinator Hajela, the court or-
dered the Assam Chief Secretary and 
the Director General of Police to re-
view his security and extend security 
cover to him and his family.

The court directed the next hear-
ing of the matter on July 31. 

hand, over 97 per cent of 
tourists come to India via air 
from other countries, most 
Indian tourists also travel to 
the Southeast Asian region.

The NITI Aayog CEO 
pushed for greater intra-
region tourism to boost 
growth and even encour-
aged Indians to travel to 
Pakistan, and vice versa.

"Why should Indian 
tourists go to Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand? 
Why shouldn't they travel 
to Bhutan, Afghanistan or 
Pakistan? We should travel 
to each other's countries. 
We have made things so 
difficult politically that we 
are not able to benefit from 
all this (intra-region tour-
ism)," he said at the SAARC 
Development Fund (SDF) 
Partnership Conclave here.

"If you look around the 
world, most of the trade, 
investment and tourism is 
intra-regional in character. 
Therefore most of growth 
has taken place in those 
regions, and poverty elimi-
nated, because of intra-
regional work. If you look at 
America or Europe, it's all 
intra-regional," he added.

Kant said there was 
virtually no intra-regional 
trade in the Saarc region. 

"In terms of tourism, 
97.2 per cent of tourists 
come to India via air from 
abroad. So there is no intra-
regional travel and tourism. 
And therefore the multiplier 
impact of trade, or tour-

ism, or investments has 
not benefited the country. 
And that's why South Asia 
remains the region with 
maximum poverty," he said.

"South Asia as a region 
has been severely ham-
pered and it will remain 
backward till we don't in-
tegrate the region and till 
we don't push for greater 
trade, greater investments, 
and greater travel and tour-
ism within the region," he 
added.

Kant said that growth 
in India and its neighbour-
ing countries will not come 
from other regions like 
America or Europe, but it 
will be the political will, 
determination and bond-
ing together of the Saarc 
countries which will en-
able growth and eliminate 
poverty. 

"That's how it has hap-
pened in other parts of the 
world. But unfortunately, 
it hasn't happened here," 
he said.

The NITI Aayog CEO 
also pushed for more em-
ployment opportunities for 
women saying that they 
contribute only 25 per cent 
to GDP in the Saarc region 
compared to 48 per cent 
contribution to the GDP in 
the rest of the world. 

He said the region can-
not grow until this changes 
and a conscious policy was 
needed to promote employ-
ment for women and to 
empower them.

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, July 2 (EMN): Été 
Coffee, the Nagas’ own first 
coffee roasting company 
in Nagaland established in 
2016, was started by a group 
of first generation coffee-
roasters who chose to move 
out of the mainstream and 
conventional professions 
into the coffee industry. 

One may wonder what 
makes Été Coffee differ-
ent, as their brand slogan 
‘Justice a cup’ says, Été Cof-
fee is no doubt a for profit 
organisation like any other 
serious business. However, 
the interesting thing about 
it is in the fact that for the 
most part it sticks to find-
ing ‘justice’ in every sector 
of the process chain. For 
instance, growers are not 
exploited, employees are 
sustainably employed, and 
that it puts ethical values 
over all other aspects of the 
business. 

Most importantly, the 
people involved with Été 
Coffee know exactly what 
they are doing and mean 
business as they do busi-
ness with responsibility in 
imparting the right knowl-
edge and endeavouring to 
share it religiously with all 
and grow as a community. 

Été Coffee is set to cele-
brate its second anniversary 
on July 2. Interacting with 
Eastern Mirror was 32-year 
old Lichan Humtsoe from 
Humtso village in Wokha 
village, the man and pro-
prietor behind the beautiful 
concept. He said that the 

name of the firm was care-
fully chosen going beyond 
clans or tribes. He is also a 
professional photographer.

The proprietor ex-
plained that the word “Ete” 
comes from an ethnic Naga 
word meaning “us” or 
“ours.” “Naga being a multi-
tribal community we want 
to advocate unity,” he said. 

Besides the drive in 
terms of passion and love 
for coffee, Humtsoe recalled 
how unemployment among 
the youth had driven them 
to conceptualise the idea to 
start the company though 
it was not a smooth ride 
initially.

In a state where 90-95% 
of the population depends 
on the government econ-
omy- directly or indirectly, 
he remarked “if you are not 
part of the government sys-
tem you are nowhere and 
the number of graduates we 
are churning out each year 
is staggering.”

Humtsoe who left his 
government job to start this 
company observed that be-
cause of the unemployment 
problem, every year thou-
sands of graduates become 
liability to the society.

A man, who is passion-
ate to bring change in little 
ways he can, said “there-
fore, we moved out of our 
mainstream profession 
to start something on our 
own. So, our first goal is to 
provide sustainable em-
ployment opportunities to 
as many as we can through 
our business. And secondly, 

stand on their own and to 
develop a self-sufficient, 
self-reliant and self-sus-
tained community  and to 
do away with the nature of 
dependency on the gov-
ernment economy” said 
Humtsoe.

Determined to expand 
the company, promote lo-
cal coffee farmers and give 
employment to local youth, 
Humtsoe maintained that 
Été Coffee is an emerging 
network of community en-
gaging every sector of the 
process chain from growers 
to the retailers.

One of the main moti-
vations behind Été Coffee, 
he said is that Northeast 
people in general and Na-
gas in particular have been 
consumers all throughout 
and therefore, it aims to 
produce and manufacture 
thereby making optimum 
use of the state’s potential in 
Agro based farming.

When asked where the 
production is unit based 
and where are the coffee 
beans sourced from, Humt-
soe said the production 
unit is based in Kohima 
and it sourced its coffee 
from 4 districts of Naga-
land namely; Mon, Wokha, 
Mokokchung and Kohima.

In its two years of exist-
ence, he said has sold over 
12,000 coffee packets all 
across India and few abroad 
through direct sale, retail-
ers, cafes and via official 
online shopping site www.
etecoffee.com. 

Today, it has expanded 

with a team of 17 members 
who are involved in various 
capacities with working 
as full time while most are 
part-time and few volun-
teers (excluding the grow-
ers). Today, the company 
has its own farm, “Roastery 
and Coffee bar”, the first 
to introduce the concept 
“Roastery & Coffee bar” 
in the whole of Northeast 
India.

On being enquired how 
much does the coffee cost 
and its availability, Humt-
soe the coffee comes in five 
different packs with price 
ranging from INR 120 to 
INR 2400 and is available 
at Ete Coffee Roastery and 
official shopping site, which 
he said, is mostly on order 
basis in order to deliver 
freshly roasted beans.

The coffee from the 
company is also available 
in various outlets in Ko-
hima, including The Local 
Store and few others, he 
informed.

For those interested to 
taste fresh and profession-
ally local made coffee and 
experience live demonstra-
tion on the preparation of 
coffee, Été Coffee is located 
near Kohima College. 

The ambience of the 
bar is that of a serene and 
homely with soft lights 
where one can relax and en-
joy coffee in pure delight. As 
one nears the roastery, you 
will be greeted with the bit-
ter sweet aroma of freshly 
roasted coffee wakening 
your senses of pure joy.

employability as our main-
stream conventional edu-
cation system doesn’t make 
us employable, especially in 
a state like Nagaland where 
industries, corporate and 
private sectors hasn’t taken 
off.”

Another interesting 
thing, he shared is that his 
company save up 10% of 
company’s proceeds called 
EYF (Employability of Youth 
Fund) to sponsor local 
youths who are willing to 
undergo skills training in 
order to become employ-
able at all sectors.

“The entire philosophy 
of the company is based 
on one simple truth, that is, 
every single person should 

Urban Affairs minister to convene a meeting of all tribe hohos 
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Medziphema sub-division 
departments meet

Longleng: Apex Club 
organises plantation drive

St. Francis children’s camp concludes 

Kohima observes anti-malaria month 

Dimapur police arrest 107 extortionists in six months 

Rongmei 
community 
thanks Rio

Measles-Rubella vaccination campaign from October 3

NCC girls training camp culminates 

Dimapur, July 2, (EMN): The 
Legislators’ Forum on AIDS (LFA) 
Nagaland, in partnership with 
Care and Support Society (CSS) 
of Mokokchung conducted an 
advocacy programme on HIV / 
AIDS on June 28 at Clark Theo-
logical College (CTC), Aolijen in 
Mokokchung. 

According to the press release 
received from the organisers, dur-
ing the programme, managing 
director of Care and Support Soci-

ety, Imchawati Kichu highlighted 
about the present scenario of HIV 
/ AIDS in Mokokchung district. 

Resource person State Con-
sultant Dr. Vinito L Chishi ex-
pressed concern over the alarming 
HIV prevalence rate in Nagaland. 
He called upon the students of 
Clark Theological College who 
will be the leaders of tomorrow 
in churches and various mis-
sions to create awareness among 
their own community. He also 

called for equal participation and 
urged them to develop a sense 
of ownership by taking collective 
responsibility. 

Dr. Chishi also called for the 
involvement of church leaders in 
addressing the issue through pre-
marital counselling and creating 
public awareness. He said that ‘the 
church is a permanent commu-
nity fixture where education and 
counselling can be in the church 
settings, give care and support, 

and maintain healthy behaviour. 
He also said the church can mo-
bilise a force of volunteers from 
the church to initiate networking 
with NGOs, community leaders, 
women, youth and government 
establishments.

Another resource person, a 
member of LFA, Hukatoli talked 
on the vulnerability of a person 
where one may acquire HIV in-
fection. She warned the students 
that HIV infection can occur to 

anyone including theological 
students. 

Hukatoli encouraged all to 
play an important role to pre-
vent HIV / AIDS by building a 
bridge and filling up the gaps by 
educating and delivering correct 
information. She also asked the 
students to make the community 
understand that HIV / AIDS is not 
only a health problem but also the 
social, economic, and develop-
ment issue.

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): In view of the apprehensive 
law and order situation in an around Noklak town 
with effect from June 28, the following security ar-
rangement is being sanctioned by the additional 
deputy commissioner of Noklak, Theodore Yanthan. 

The timing scheduled for the security force are; 
from 4 pm to 6 pm - DEF Noklak; from 6 pm to 8 
pm - F Coy, 3rd NAP Noklak; and from 8 pm to 10 
pm - VG Noklak.  

The mentioned unit commanders have been 
entrusted to deploy adequate personnel for security 
during their assigned time slot.

Also, the ADC has asked the village councils un-
der Noklak sub-division to be on high alert as proac-
tive measures. He further directed them to report to 
the nearest police station / administrative officer on 
any suspicious movement / activities or presence of 
unknown person in the village.

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): Medz-
iphema sub-division depart-
mental co-ordination meeting 
was held at additional deputy 
commissioner (ADC) office on 
July 2.

Chairing the meeting, ADC 
Thsuvisie Phoji called on offic-
ers to work together and extend 
co-operation to the government 

and the public. He urged all the 
heads of offices to highlight 
their departmental set-up and 
activities and also to discuss 
the problems concerning the 
sub-division during such co-
ordination meetings. 

An update from DPRO in-
formed that the next meeting will 
be held on August 5. 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): The Apex Club has 
organised a plantation drive at Kangching vil-
lage under Longleng district with the theme 
“Connecting people to nature” on June 27.

During the plantation drive more than 600 
saplings were planted, the club informed.

The club members have thanked Benyu 
Phom Fr-1 and the department of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate Change, Dimapur 
for providing tree saplings.

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN):  The National 
Vector Borne Disease Control Programme 
(NVBDCP) under the establishment of 
Chief Medical Office (CMO) of Kohima 
observed the anti-malaria month under 
the theme, “Ready to beat Malaria.”

A press release from the CMO in-
formed that during a month long pro-
gramme, activities such as mass screening 

camps and dissemination awareness 
on signs and symptoms of malaria and 
preventive measures and on availability 
of blood testing and free medicines were 
rolled out to the public by the medical 
officers, DVBC consultant, malaria inspec-
tor, malaria technical supervisors, surveil-
lance workers, ANM’s and ASHA’s at public 
health centres. 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): With the recent 
arrest of three persons in connection 
to murder case in Dimapur, the total 
number of persons arrested in connec-
tion with extortions in Dimapur district 
has risen to 107 during the period from 
January to June 2018.

Congruously, a total amount of 
INR 10,22,457 was recovered during 
the period. Besides, the police have 
also recovered 10 weapons with 183 
number of assorted calibre ammuni-
tions, which were later forwarded to 
judicial custody.

According to the additional deputy 
commissioner of police and PRO, one 
person identify as Tovi Yeptho (26), ‘ss 
secretary’ of NNC Non-Accordist, was 
arrested on June 25 from Lotha church 

construction site in Dimapur. The re-
lease stated that copies of assignment 
order from NNC-Non Accordist along 
with list of several businessmen were 
seized from his possession.  A case has 
been registered with the West Police 
Station.

In a separate incident, Dimapur 
police had arrested one person identi-
fied as Inato Chophy (26) from Ghora-
patti area on charges of extortion on 
June 30. Police have recovered a cash 
amounting INR 11,500 from his posses-
sion. Case in this connection has been 
registered with the East Police Station.

On July 2, Dimapur police arrest-
ed one person identified as Husuka 
Achumi (36) of NNC (N/A) at a petrol 
pump in Purana Bazaar. One extortion 

slip and cash amounting to INR 10,000 
was seized from his possession. Police 
report stated that case in this connec-
tion has been registered with the East 
Police Station.

Meanwhile, Dimapur police has 
arrested one female identified as Lokho 
Adaphro, wife of Mapao Khulen, on 
June 26 for illegal possession of 14 
grams heroin from Blue Hill line area. It 
stated that case in this connection has 
been registered with the women police 
station adding investigation was on.

Also, on July 1, Dimapur police per-
sonnel arrested one person identified 
as Atoka (27) and resident of LRC col-
ony for illegal transportation of liquor. 
He was arrested with 44 cases of IMFL 
at Old over bridge (Burma Camp area). 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): The 
Rongmei Indigenous Fo-
rum Nagaland (RIFN) has 
expressed gratitude to the 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, 
for inclusion of the indig-
enous Rongmei community 
for the joint entrance exam 
(JEE).

In a press release issued 
by its media cell, has thanked 
chief minister for having 
understood the grievances 
of the genuine indigenous 
Rongmeis residing in Naga-
land and for making neces-
sary re-arrangement for all 
to live in cohesion under his 
government.

Meanwhile, the forum 
informed that it has af-
firmed on its principle to 
safeguard the interests of the 
people of Nagaland.  

Kohima, July 2 (EMN): The two-day 
children’s summer camp held at St. 
Francis de Sale (SFS) Parish in Kohima 
under the theme, “You are the light of 
the world,” culminated on Saturday 
June 30. 

Various competitions such as 
drawing and painting, talents shows, 
group songs, bible quiz, singing prac-

tice etc. marked the second day. Differ-
ent programmess were held at the par-
ish premise, CAN building and Charity 
School for the different categories.

During the final session, resource 
persons spoke on various themes for 
each of the three categories. 

The parish priest Rev. Fr. Richard 
Fernandes and assistant parish priest 

Rev. Fr. Peter Pithungo handed over 
prizes to the winners of various com-
petitions during the closing ceremo-
ny at Charity School.  Neiphrehunuo 
Whuorie and Jeremy bagged ‘Best 
Camper Award’ for the group class A 
to 3, while Kikruneinuo Michell and 
Keviratuo Jerry bagged the award in 
the group 4-7 and 8-12 respectively.

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): The dis-
trict measles-rubella vaccination 
campaign workshop was con-
ducted on 2nd July 2018 in the 
CMO’s conference hall. 

During the inaugural func-
tion, Dr. Rebecca, DPO, RCH-
UIP oriented the trainees on the 

upcoming measles-rubella (MR) 
campaign in Nagaland.  She in-
formed that the campaign will 
be launched on October 3 for the 
entire state of Nagaland. During 
the Campaign, children up to 15 
years will be vaccinated.  

The campaign aims to rapidly 

build up immunity for both mea-
sles and rubella diseases in the 
community so as to prevent the 
disease, therefore, all the children 
should receive MR vaccine during 
the campaign, a press release re-
ceived here on Monday informed.

The dose to be given during 

the mass campaign is a supple-
mentary dose. The MR vaccine to 
be used in the campaign is a safe 
and effective vaccine for elimina-
tion of measles and control of 
rubella, it informed.

Resource persons for the 
workshop were Dr. Abhishek 

Singh, RRT Who; Dr. Rebecca, 
DPO, UIP / RCH; Dr. Narola, MO 
Chumukedima; and Imli, project 
officer, UNDP. The trainees in-
cluded block medical officers, 
SHP MO and staff, block program 
managers, ASHA Co-ordinators 
of all the blocks and DPMU staff.

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
The ten-day annual train-
ing camp conducted by 
1 Nagaland (G) Battalion 
NCC, under the aegis of 
NCC Group HQ, Kohima, 
at Loyola Higher Second-
ary School, Jakhama, con-
cluded on July 2. A total of 
539 girl cadets along with 
associate NCC officers 
from all districts of Naga-
land attended the same.

During the camp, em-
phasis were laid on all 
round development of 

NCC cadets personality 
including imparting mili-
tary training on subjects 
like physical training, drill, 
weapon training, and nu-
merous other subjects of 
social importance such as 
national integration, mo-
tivation, career planning, 
and general health and 
hygiene. 

To mark the successful 
conclusion of the camp, 
the NCC cadets organised 
a cultural programme in 
which Brig SS Dhankhar, 

Commander of NCC, was 
the chief guest. Fr. Vic-
tor D’Mello, principal of 
Loyola Higher Secondary 
School, Jakhama, was the 
guest of honour. 

Prizes in various com-
petitions including sports, 
tent pitching, firing, map 
reading, drill, and cultural 
programme were given to 
the cadets. 

Col. Rajeev Kumar, 
c a m p  c o m m a n d a n t 
of the annual training 
camp, informed that 

guest lectures by eminent 
personalities on subjects 
of social importance like 
HIV/ AIDS, drug abuse, 
vector borne diseases, 
disaster management, 
health & hygiene were 
included in the training 
curriculum. 

A weapon display and 
career counselling by 164 
Naga TA battalion and 3 
(NH) Assam Rifles bat-
talion was also organised 
during the camp for the 
NCC Girl cadets.   

NCC cadets pose for a group photograph during the 10-day annual training camp on July 2.

Rev. Fr. Richard Fernandes and Rev. Fr. Peter Pithungo seen here along with competition winners during the closing ceremony of the 3-day 
camp at Charity School in Kohima.

Health workers pose for the lens during the mass malaria screening camp that was conducted in com-
memoration of the anti-malaria month, at the Kohima Primary Health Centre.

Resource persons and members of Care and Support Society with students and faculty members of Clark Theological College after the programme outside the college.

NewS IN BrIef
Wokha DPDB on July 9 
The vice-chairman of  the Wokha District Planning 
Development Board (DPDB), Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
has informed that the meeting for the month of July will be 
held at additional deputy commissioner’s Hq. at Bhandari 
on July 9 at 11. All the board members have been requested 
to attend the meeting positively.

NAF to organise conference 
The Naga American Foundation (NAF) will be organising 
a conference at Santa Clara, California in USA, on July 13 
and the 14th. The Naga community in the San Francisco 
Bay Area of California will be hosting the conference. The 
2018 NAF conference will be conducting under the theme 
“Flourishing together.” The conference speakers are Dr. 
Paul Pimomo (Ellensburg, Washington) and Dr. Sylvia 
Pongener (Bolingbrook, Illinois). 

Zila Sainik Board outreach mission 
The secretary of the Zila Sainik Board has informed that 
an ex servicemen outreach mission will be conducted by 
the Zila Sainik Board of Mokokchung at Prasidhan hall, 
44th Assam Rifles from July 3 at 9:30 am. Ex-servicemen 
residents of Zone-1 i.e. Mongsenbai, Artang, Lijaba Lijen, 
and Sangtemla ward are informed to attend the programme. 
For zone- II to V, the programme will be conducted 
subsequently.

District Task Force for Measles-
Rubella campaign meeting
The chairman of District Task Force for Immunisation 
Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, has convened a meeting on 
July 4 at 11 am at the deputy commissioner office chamber 
in Kohima. The meeting has been convened in connection 
with the Measles-Rubella campaign to be launched on Oct. 
3. All the members and stakeholders have been requested 
to attend the meeting.

Dzüvürü youths 
urged to be exemplars

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
The Dzüvürü Youth Organi-
sation (DYO) conducted a 
charity programme on June 
30 at Dzüvürü Panchayat 
in Kohima, with senior 
computer programmer of 
Nagaland Civil Secretariat, 
Medoseho Sothu as the 
speaker. 

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Sothu urged the 
youths to restrain from 
excessive use of social me-
dia and to spend more 
quality time with elders 
and parents. He further 
encouraged them to set 
good examples to the so-
ciety.

Medoseho Sothu addressing the charity programme at Dzüvürü 
colony in Kohima.
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Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
Nagaland Governor BP 
Archarya today reminded 
the people, especially the 
government officials, that 
it is the duty and respon-
sibility of every educated 
person to work for the 
uplift and strenghtening 
of the most neglected 
and poor people in the 
society. 

A DIPR news report 
received at Eastern Mirror 
office informed that the 
governor visited Dimapur 
on Mon. July 2 and held 
a meeting with the dis-
trict officials to review the 
performances of different 
government departments 
at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Conference Hall. 

T h e  g ov e r n o r  re -
viewed the performances 
of the different flagship 
schemes of various de-
partments. In this regard, 
Governor Archarya re-
minded the government 
officials that the flagship 

Duty of every educated person 
is to uplift the poor — Governor  

Neped chairman interacts with members 

Body of minor 
girl found 

Rajnath Singh to chair NEC meet in Shillong on July 9

DBSU organises Mr. & Miss. 
Bengali 2018 at Dimapur 

Agatha Sangma vacates Meghalaya assembly seat for CM

Governor visits ICFAI University

Capital College and academy 
sign writing skills memorandum

In a first, Assam House welcomes 
students for internship programme

An ardent activist campaigns for justice’s sake

STATE/REGION

From the left, Dr. Rukulu Kezo Puro, Zhokhoto Puro, Vezuhu Keyho, and Thenuvecho Puro, during the 
signing of the memorandum at Capital College in Kohima.

Anto Akkara

NPP legislaotr Agatha Sangma 

P B Archarya (File Photo)

schemes are aimed for 
the uplift of the poor and 
underprivileged section 
of the society. 

He therefore, urged 
the government officials 
to make sure that the 
targeted people are ben-
efited with such schemes. 
In this regard, the gover-

nor appealed the officers 
in the district to point 
out or to give suggestion 
to the Government for 
better and effective im-
plementation of different 
programmes. 

W h i l e  m a k i n g  a 
strong point that it is the 
duty and responsibility 

of every educated person, 
the governor encouraged 
all the officers in the dis-
trict to work towards the 
uplift and strengthening 
of the most neglected and 
poor people in the society. 

 The governor also 
expressed deep concern 
over the poor result of 
government schools and 
therefore asked the de-
partment  officials to have 
a vision in sorting out the 
whatever  reasons  behind 
the poor performance. 

On the question of law 
and order situation in the 
district, the Commission-
er of Police,  Limasunep 
Jamir (IPS) asserted that 
Dimapur, by and large 
was, peaceful. 

The Dimapur police 
chief also briuefed the 
governor and presented 
a brief review of the of 
crime cases registered and 
it’s status under Dimapur 
district. 

While exhorting of-

ficials, the Governor, BP 
Archarya described Na-
galand as a beautiful state 
blessed with maximum 
natural resources. 

He therefore called 
upon the people for identi-
fying  the avenues to make 
Nagaland an economically  
independent state. 

He advised all the offic-
ers to be  nodal agents of 
different flagship schemes 
and encouraged them to 
boldly stand up against 
corruption and to help 
create a conducive atmos-
phere in the district where 
everyone is treated equally 
and respected.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
chaired by Deputy Com-
missioner of Dimapur, Su-
shil Kumar Patel who also 
delivered the welcome 
address. Deputy Com-
missioner also thanked 
the Governor for his visit 
and showing his concern 
for the district, the DIPR 
report further stated. 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): A host  of BJP 
members accompanied Kevechutso 
Doulo, who took over the charge as Chair-
man of Neped, on Mon. July 2 at Kohima. 
The meeting was chaired by Team leader 
of Neped ( Nagaland Empowerment Pro-
tection and Economic Develeopment) 
Menokhul John, Commissioner and 
Secretary

Speaking on the occasion Kevechutso 
Doulo expressed gratitude to the Chief 
Minister of Nagaland Neiphu Rio , Dy. CM 
Y Patton and the party for entrusting him 
the new responsibilities. As the Nagaland 
longs for peace and development, Doulu 
expressed belief that under the vision-
ary  leadership of the Chief Minister 

and under the Prime Minister of India, 
‘transformation and changes can take 
place in Nagaland State’. He appealed  to 
the staff of the Neped to continue to work 
as Team and together we will work for the 
unreached areas of the State focussing the 
rural people and in particular the women 
sectors.

The Team leader Menokhul John 
briefed the new Chairman  about the 
management and the projects achieved 
by Neped in the State. He stressed the 
members work on the principle of Team 
spirit which has brought out many suc-
cess stories in the State since its incep-
tion, this was stated in a press release 
issued by the Meida Cell, BJP Nagaland 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
In a shocking incident, a 
12 year old girl was found 
dead with her throat slit 
in Phaipijang village, Di-
mapur, on July 1 evening.

According to reports 
from the women’s cell at 
East Police Station, the mi-
nor was living with her un-
cle and aunt in Phaipijang. 

T h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s 
made known after the un-
cle and aunt had returned 
from the locality church 
around 7:30 pm. 

When contacted, ad-
ditional commissioner 
of police (ACP), women’s 
cell, informed that the 
brutal act was suspected 
to have committed be-
tween 6 pm and 7:30 pm. 
The crime was suspected 
to have committed at the 
time when the aunt and 
uncle were away attend-
ing the church service. 

With no further clue, 
police are yet to ascertain 
the motive behind the 
killing.

Shillong, July 2 (IANS): Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh will chair 
here from July 9 the 67th plenary of the North Eastern Council (NEC), a 
regional planning body of eight northeastern states, an official said on 
Monday. Governors and Chief Ministers of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura -- who 
are also members of newly reconstituted NEC -- will attend.

On June 13, the Union Cabinet brought the NEC under the direct 
control of the Ministry of Home Affairs. The Union Home Minister is the 
ex-officio chairperson of the council. 

Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) Minister Jitender 
Singh will be its Vice Chairman. 

The first session of the NEC meeting will include tabling of an action-
taken report on the 64th plenary and approval of the draft annual plan 

of NEC for 2018-19 by the council.
Other topics to be discussed include infrastructure and connectivity 

in the region, in which officials from ministries of road transport and 
highways, railways, water resources, civil aviation, power, tourism and 
human resource development will participate.

NEC officials said that the repositioning of the council will provide 
a forum for more comprehensive discussions on inter-state matters.

Under the new arrangement, the NEC will now also perform the 
tasks undertaken by various zonal councils pertaining to inter-state 
issues like drug trafficking, smuggling of arms and ammunition, and 
boundary disputes. The NEC has been instrumental in setting in motion 
a new economic endeavour aimed at removing roadblocks to develop-
ment of the northeastern region.

Guwahati, July 2 (PTI): Assam Assem-
bly Speaker Hitendra Nath Goswami 
today welcomed 20 students who 
have been selected for an internship 
programme at the House, a first-of-its 
kind initiative in the state, urging them 
to take up politics as career to serve the 
society, an official release said.

At the inaugural session in the 
Central Hall of the Assembly, Gos-
wami asked the interns to make the 
most of the opportunity as it would 
benefit them in the future.

Under the programme - Speaker’s 
Research Initiative - students from dif-
ferent colleges and universities across 
the state would get a one-month 
opportunity to research on selected 

topics related to the Assembly in an 
“academic manner”, the release said.

The interns would be given ac-
cess to the Assembly library and the 
archive folders for making reports on 
their research findings, it added.

Speaking on the occasion, Leader 
of the Opposition Debabrata Saikia 
explained to the students the impor-
tance of opposition in a democratic 
system.

Additional Chief Secretary A K 
Singh suggested the students to pub-
lish their research findings in the form 
of a book for easy reference.

The move would help the future 
generations learn about the “parlia-
mentary affairs”, he added.

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
With a motto to represent 
the unique culture and 
traditions of the Bengali 
community, Dimapur 
Bengali Students’ Un-
ion on July 1 organised 
its annual Mr. and Miss. 
Bengali contest here at 
Durga Mandir Audito-
rium, Dimapur in which 
Sujan Dey of Unity Col-
lege and Ankita Bhadra of 
Kendra Vidyalaya Higher 
Secondary School were 
crowned Mr. Bengali and 
Miss. Bengali respectively 
for the year 2018.

The programme had 
the presence of Moatoshi 
Longkumer, MLA, Di-
mapur II A/C as a special 
invitee.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Moatoshi cautioned 
the attending students 

who recently had passed 
their HSLC and HSSLC 
examinations respec-
tively that they should 
remember this is only the 
beginning and there is a 
long way to go.

He asked them to not 
just join the colleges for 
the sake of attending but 
to learn and remember 
that there is no place for 
those students anymore 
who are lazy and me-
diocre.

Congratulating the 
union for organizing 
the programme, he said 
that Bengali community 
in Nagaland has been 
contributing much to-
wards the society which 
includes even producing 
IAS officers and asked 
the community to make 
Dimapur their home and 

work together with others 
to make it a better place.

Previously, Prof. (Rtd.) 
Debasish Dutta in his 
brief remark had said that 
people outside the state 
has a very wrong notion 
about Nagaland when it is 
a rather peaceful place to 
be and added that though 
Bengalis living in Naga-
land are not Nagas, they 
are but very much a part 
of the society and asked 
the students to take re-
sponsibility and improve 
the society.

The programme was 
dotted with a number of 
colourful cultural per-
formances put up by the 
students. On the occa-
sion, rank holders from 
all communities of HSLC 
and HSSLC examinations 
2018 were also felicitated. 

Shillong, July 2 (IANS): Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP) 
legislator Agatha Sangma 
on Monday resigned as 
the member of Meghalaya 
Assembly, paving the way 
for Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma to contest the by-
election and continue in 
the post.

Agatha, who is the 
youngest sister of Conrad 
and daughter of former 
Lok Sabha Speaker Purno 
Sangma, submitted her 
resignation letter to As-
sembly Deputy Speaker 
Timothy Dalbot Shira in the 
presence of NPP legislator 
Thomas Sangma.

The resignation fol-
lowed as veteran Congress 
legislator Martin Danggo 
resigned as member of 
Meghalaya Assembly as 
well as from the primary 
membership of the Con-
gress on Friday to join the 
ruling NPP.

“I have resigned as 
member of the Meghalaya 
assembly to pave way for 
the Chief Minister to con-
test the by-election from 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): Nagaland Gov-
ernor P B. Acharya today encouraged the 
students to be entrepreneurs  and to be 
agents of social change in the society. 

The Governor, on a visit to ICFAI Uni-
versity Nagaland, interacted with the fac-
ulty, staff and students of the university. 

During the interaction session, the gov-
ernor encouraged the students to be entre-
preneurs and at the same time highlighted 
about the various schemes under ‘mudra 
bank schemes’. He also highlighted on the 
various central government schemes, such 
as jandhan yojana, atal pension yojana, 
beti padao beti bachao scheme etc.

The governor also underscored the 
importance of working as agents of social 
change and strongly asserted that “unless 
we endeavour to uplift the economically 
weaker section of people in the society, 
our education has no meaning.”He en-
couraged the students to go to different 
villages and prepare a report on the uti-
lisation of these schemes by the villagers, 
and organise awareness programmes. 

Meanwhile, the Governor also inau-
gurated a digital information system, an 
information device that was developed 
with a team of teachers. informed in a 
press release 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN: 
Based on the growing 
concern of the dropping 
quality of student’s writ-
ing in the colleges of Na-
galand, the Cue Acad-
emy, Centre of Writing 
Skills and Capital College 
of of Higher Education 
(CCHD) signed an MOU 
on the 2nd of July 2018 
at CCHD in Kohima on 
Monday to embark on 

an educational journey 
together as collabora-
tors in the three month 
certificate based course 
on basic academic writ-
ings, a workshop based 
intensive writing course 
designed to help students 
acquire and develop the 
craft of effective writing. 

A press release re-
ceived here today in-
formed that this course 

would help students 
build their study skills 
while enhancing their 
writing skills. 
It is believed and hoped 
that this alliance would 
benefit the students not 
only academically but 
also as they prepare to en-
ter the professional world 
where effective writing is 
dominantly becoming an 
essential requirement.   

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
Noted Indian journal-
ist and the author of the 
book “Who Killed Swami 
Laxmanananda”, Anto 
Akkara visited Dimapur 
on Monday to interact with 
the media persons in Na-
galand. Akkara has been 
campaigning all over India 
for the release of the seven 
innocents who have been 
jailed for the last ten years 
for the crime they didn’t 
commit. The press confer-
ence was conducted at 
Press Point in Dimapur on 
July 2. 

The activist on a signa-
ture campaign rallying for 
seven alleged convicted 
murderers who are alleg-
edly incarcerated in jail for 
the murder of an Hindu 
priest in Oshisa in the year 
2008. 

 The heart of the matter
for the uninitiated, 

the story goes like this. 
Swami Laxmanananda 
was a Hindu monk and a 
highly revered social leader 
who lived a life dedicated 
to tribal welfare. In 1968, 
he established an ashram 
at Chakapada in Kand-
hamal district of Odisha. 
He was regarded as highly 

regarded among the Hindu 
tribals of the area. Lax-
manananda was assas-
sinated on August 23 2008 
along with four disciples 
at his kanyashram (girls’ 
school) at Tumudibandha, 
in Kandhamal district of 
Odisha.

Following the murder 
nearly 100 Christians were 
killed and 300 churches 
and 6000 Christian houses 

plundered during orches-
trated violence that contin-
ued for weeks. Akkara al-
leged that it was the Vishva 
Hindu Parishad leader who 
biasedly announced the 
names of Swami killers 
fooling the nation about 
the Christian conspiracy. 
Akkara mentioned that 
the conspiracy theory was 
a fraud which was formu-
lated to frame Christians.

The investigation team 
arrested seven innocent 
Christians— six of them 
illiterates and one mentally 
challenged— in 2008. A 
third judge of the trial court 
(after two judges were 
transferred) convicted the 
seven accused to life im-
prisonment on the basis 
of a fabricated Christian 
conspiracy theory without 
hardly any credible evi-
dence in October 2013.

Akkara claimed that 
in mid 2015, two top po-
lice officials testified be-
fore the Judicial Inquiry 
commission that the al-
legations were false. It was 
stated that even the Hindu 
neighbours of the convicts 
questioned how the judi-
cial system could convict 
their innocent neighbours 
and expressed readiness to 
be witnesses to prove their 
innocence in any court. 
Akkara admitted that the 
appeal of the innocents 
has been repeatedly post-
poned by the Odisha High 
Court since November 
2013.

As a result Akkara 
has been fighting for the 
release of the seven in-
nocents and he even ac-
knowledged that he paid 

a visit to the innocents in 
June 2017. Akkara stated 
that the Kandhamal’s trav-
esty of justice showed the 
ugly face of Indian de-
mocracy. He has started an 
online campaign in March 
2016. Akkara affirmed that 
each online signature gen-
erates four instant emails 
to the Chief Justice of 
India, President, NHRC 
chairman, and High Court 
of Odisha for the release of 
the seven innocents.

The journalist has ap-
pealed everyone to do the 
seven innocents a favour 
by signing the online peti-
tion.. “India is a hypocritic 
country. India proclaims 
the ‘Rule of law’ but where 
is the rule of law? India 
stands for democracy but 
why is India jailing the 
innocents?” Anto Akkara’s 
statements were indeed a 
voice coming out of a soul 
who fights for truth and 
justice.

The jactivist has ap-
pealed everyone to do the 
seven innocents a favour 
by signing the online peti-
tion. “Truth should not 
be kept under the carpet 
as the motto of the na-
tion proclaims: Satyameva 
Jayete,” Akkara said

South Tura assembly seat. 
I have vacated the seat in 
the interest of the people 
of my constituency and 
the state as a whole,” she 
told IANS.

Agatha, a former Un-
ion Minister, had defeated 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate Billy Kid 
Sangma by a margin of 
1,603 votes in the February 
27 assembly elections.

Asked if she would re-
turn to national politics, 
Agatha said: “We haven’t 
decided on that but let’s 

cross that bridge when we 
come to it.”

Agatha’s foray into 
electoral politics began 
with the 2008 Lok Sabha 
by-poll after her father 
vacated the Tura parlia-
mentary seat for her. She 
retained the Lok Sabha 
in 2009 election and was 
inducted as a Minister of 
State in the UPA-2 Man-
mohan Singh Cabinet

Conrad, the lone NPP 
Lok Sabha member from 
Tura constituency, who 
was sworn as the 12th 

Chief Minister of Meg-
halaya on March 6, is a 
non-elected member to 
the 60-member assembly.

Conrad assumed the 
top post of Meghalaya, 
which is father had held 
for a short period, after the 
regional parties -- United 
Democratic Party, People’s 
Democratic Front and Hill 
State People’s Democratic 
Party (HSPDP) -- decid-
ed to support the NPP in 
forming the government 
on condition that the NPP 
leader would be the Chief 
Minister.

Two BJP legislators, 
lone Nationalist Congress 
Party member and two In-
dependent legislators are 
also supporting the NPP-
led Meghalaya Democrat-
ic Alliance government.

Conrad, who took 
oath as Chief Minister 
on March 6, should be 
elected as member of the 
Meghalaya Assembly by 
September 5.

In the House, the rul-
ing NPP’s strength has now 
gone down to 19. 
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Athawale  says to increase pension 
amount for beneficiaries in Manipur 

Assam govt. sets 2020 deadline 
to complete major road projects

CITU to hold ‘Jail Bharo Andolan’ on August 9

Over 80 houses razed in Manipur’s forest area

CBI books MLA, two others in Tripura journalist’s killing

Galos and Misings sign Likabali Declaration

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 2 (EMN): 
Minister of State for Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
Ramdas Athawale said the 
National Old age pension 
amount to INR 200 per 
month is measly, consid-
ering the rising prices of  
essential commodities and 
high cost of living.

Speaking to reporters 
during his two day maiden 
visit to Manipur on Monday, 
Minister Ramdas said that 
the matter will be put up for 
discussion with the Ministry 
on the provisions to increase 
the pension amount to help 
the beneficiaries.

Stating that his visit was 
made as per the directive of  
Prime Minister to review the 
schemes implemented in the 
state, he said in Manipur, 
a total of  55,247 old age 
persons are receiving old age 
pension under National Old 
Age Pension Scheme at the 
rate of INR 200 per month.

The Ministry is provid-
ing scholarships to catego-
ries under SC, ST, OBC, Old 
age and differently-abled per-
sons. OBC students’ availing 
the scholarship benefits is 
10,435, SC students avail-
ing Pre-matric scholarship 
is 1,440 and Post -matric is 
7,567. There are 20,000 ST 

EM/Images

Ramdas Athawale (L) seen during a press conference in Manipur on Monday.

  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1867SUD0KU 1707
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Assign fault
 6. Fabric with gold or silver threads 

interwoven
 10. Large hollow in a cliff
 14. Describe or designate
 15. Sound to attract attention
 16. Experts
 17. Shadow
 18. Created
 19. Swedish form for “Nicholas”
 20. Red Sox pitching star Pedro 

________
 22. African country
 24. Son of Seth
 25. Physical skill
 26. Stretched out ones neck
 29. Actor/dancer ____ Astaire
 30. Unhewn pieces of wood
 31. Shivering
 37. Be in store for
 39. Utilize
 40. Cowboy sport
 41. Train accident
 44. Change position
 45. Burden
 46. Goes “unfresh”
 48. Sell to the highest bidder
 52. Shed
 53. Run naked in public (slang)
 54. Annoy
 58. Gaelic for “Weather” or 

“Seasons”
 59. Native of Peru
 61. Strong or intense
 62. European mountains
 63. Require
 64. Tops most cakes
 65. Hand out
 66. Deities
 67. Testing of ore 
 
 DOWN
 1. French statesman, socialist Leon 

____

 2. Tibetan monk
 3. Abbreviation
 4. Genus of herbs with purple 

flowers
 5. Mother of Galahad by 

Lancelot
 6. Disables
 7. King of Judah (740-724BC)
 8. Medicine (abbrev.)
 9. Came into view
 10. Artificial waterway
 11. Seeds of berries
 12. Open country (South 

African)
 13. Short academic 

manuscript

 21. Signals the affirmative
 23. Broader
 25. “Our Miss Brooks” actress 

Eve _____
 26. Clothed or sheathed
 27. 18th century English Poet 

Laureate Nicholas ____
 28. Gelling agent
 29. Blended into one whole
 32. What we are
 33. People given to thoughts 

of love and passion
 34. False god
 35. Actress ____ Campbell
 36. Travels or proceeds
 38. Linden or basswood trees

 42. Searching
 43. Russian emperor
 47. Collection of useless  facts
 48. State in northeastern 

India
 49. Useful
 50. Past participle of “Crop”
 51. Anxious
 52. Thin flat nails
 54. Frozen over
 55. French for “Notice”
56. Singer/actress ____ 

Turner
57. Irritable or anxious
60. Prefix indicating new or 

modern
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students availing Pre-matric 
scholarship while 54,000 
ST students are availing the 
Post-matric scholarships.

Ramdas said that he is 
happy to learn that Manipur 
has low rate of  cases of  
atrocities compared to other 
region. Last year, a total of 3 
cases were reported while for 
2018-19 only one case has 
been registered so far. 

The Minister elaborating 

on the 50% reservation in 
the state stated that ST pop-
ulation which constitutes 
48.86 population of the state 
is entitled 31% reservation, 
SC population constituting 
3.68% with 2% reservation 
and OBC is entitled 17% 
reservation. The scheme 
of  Integrated programmes 
for older persons under the 
Ministry of  Social Justice 
& Empowerment, Govern-

ment of India being imple-
mented in the state has 16 
Old Age Home, 17 Multi 
Service Centres and two 
Mobile Medicare which are 
run by Non-Governmental 
Organisation in different dis-
tricts of Manipur, added the 
Minister. Under the schemes 
for empowerment of  per-
sons with disabilities, there 
are 19 special schools for 
mentally challenged and 21 

Vocational Training Centre 
as well.

The State Government 
provides INR 1,500 per 
month per beneficiary under 
schemes for the empower-
ment of  persons with dis-
abilities and persons with 
disabilities with high sup-
port needs. There are 2,555 
beneficiaries availing the 
benefits of the scheme.

Self  employment loan 
with 20-25% subsidy were 
provided to the persons with 
disabilities through Manipur 
State Co-operative Bank 
Ltd. Scholarship to the stu-
dents with disabilities. The 
loan amount ranges from 
INR 3,000 to INR 8,000 per 
annum. During the financial 
year 2017-18, 88 students 
with disabilities were pro-
vided the scholarship.

Prior to his press confer-
ence which was attended 
by Social Welfare Minister 
Nemcha Kipgen and of-
ficials of  the department, 
the visiting minister also 
chaired a review meeting 
with officials concerned on 
schemes implemented by the 
Ministry of  Social Justice 
and Empowerment.

Later he called on the 
state governor Dr Najma 
Heptulla and chief minister 
N Biren singh separately.

Guwahati, July 2 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
aims to complete all major 
road projects in the state 
by 2020, Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal said 
today, exhorting the legis-
lators to play their part in 
fulfilling the objective.

Speaking at a review 
meeting of  Assam Pub-
lic Works Department 
(PWD) here, Sonowal al-
leged that the erstwhile 
Congress government had 
built substandard roads.

“The roads constructed 
during the previous (Con-
gress) government’s tenure 
gave way in six months 
or so. We do not want to 
construct such substandard 
roads,” he said.

All procedures, includ-
ing tender assessments and 
preparation of  detailed 
project reports, must be 
completed by the end of  
the rainy season, the CM 
said.

“We must not waste a 
single day in the construc-
tion season that lasts from 
October to April,” he told 
the officials and MLAs.

The CM also said that 
people would retain their 
faith in the government if  
the elected representatives 
work for their develop-
ment.

“The state government 

plans to complete the con-
struction of  all main roads 
of  the state by 2020. The 
MLAs must play their part 
by prioritising the road 
projects in their constitu-
encies. When people see 
that the MLAs and public 
representatives have done 
their bit, they would re-
spond favourably in the 
elections,” Sonowal as-
serted.

Stating that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
initiated projects to build 
“model villages, model 
districts, model constituen-
cies”, the CM said, “Under 
Modi’s leadership, both 
central and state govern-
ments have been able to 
perform exceedingly well 
in providing quality gov-
ernance.” 

People of  all sections 
of  the society have benefit-
ed by different government 
schemes, the CM said, urg-
ing the MLAs to highlight 
BJP’s welfare programmes 
at the grass-root level.

Referring to the Kana-
klata Mahila Sabalikaran 
Achoni scheme, under 
which funds are provided 
to self-help groups, Sonow-
al asked the MLAs to fa-
cilitate proper utilisation of  
resources for the economic 
development of  women.

He also asked the leg-

islators to reach out to the 
beneficiaries of  ‘Ujjwala’ 
scheme and find out if  they 
faced any issue in using 
LPGs.

In his response, PWD 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said roads span-
ning 10,000km are being 
constructed at present, 
under the Centre’s Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana.

Sarma also said that 
the department would 
build around 700 bridges at 
a cost of  INR 1500 crore.

Taking a dig at the 
previous government, the 
minister said it took 15 
years for the Congress to 
build 17000 km roads, 
while the present dispen-
sation built 10,000km in 
just one year.

The PWD minister 
called on the MLAs to sug-
gest road projects in their 
constituencies for their in-
clusion in the department’s 
action plan.

He said that INR 1 
crore would be allotted for 
building roads in the vicin-
ity of  800 tea gardens.

Sarma,  dur ing the 
meet, also stated that the 
legislators of  all parties 
would also be invited for 
PWD meets in the future 
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of  road projects.

Agartala, July 2 (IANS): 
The Centre of  Indian Trade 
Unions (CITU) will hold a 
nationwide “Jail Bharo An-
dolan” on August 9 to protest 
against the “misgovernance” 
of  the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment and to highlight the 
distress of the working class, a 
senior party leader said.

“The CITU will hold a 
nationwide ‘Jail Bharo An-
dolan’ on August 9 to protest 
against the misrule of the BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Party)-led 
National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) government at the Cen-
tre,” CITU national General 
Secretary Tapan Sen told the 
media here on Sunday night. 

The CITU is a trade union 
body of the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-M).

Through this countrywide 
agitation, the CITU would 
highlight the sufferings and 

deprivations of  the working 
class people, Sen said.

“Under the NDA govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, the working 
class and the labourers are not 
only economically dejected 
but also deprived of their le-
gitimate rights. 

A large number of work-
ers were attacked in many 
parts of  the country and the 
government did nothing for 
their protection and justice.

“The Prime Minister and 
his government made many 
promises to the people, es-
pecially the working class, 
but they did not fulfil those. 
The BJP governments at the 
Centre and in many states are 
also vigorously preventing the 
unity of workers and common 
people.”

Sen said similar to the 
Central government, the BJP-

led government in Tripura was 
also running “an autocratic 
rule in the state”.

“Since the BJP govern-
ment came to power in Tripu-
ra on March 9, it bulldozed 
237 offices of  the Left trade 
unions across the state.

 The BJP leaders and the 
leaders of  BMS (Bharatiya 
Majdoor Sangh) are forc-
ing the Left-leaning workers 
and vehicle owners to sell 
their vehicles and threatening 
CITU members not to run 
their vehicles on the streets,” 
he claimed.

Tripura CITU leaders held 
a meeting here on Sunday in 
the presence of Sen, a former 
Rajya Sabha member, and de-
cided that their leaders would 
reach out to the working class 
and labourers to mobilise peo-
ple against the BJP-led coali-
tion government in the state.

Imphal, July 2 (IANS): More than 80 houses 
belonging to people who had encroached 
upon Manipur’s forest land were razed to 
the ground early on Monday by the police in 
Imphal East district.

Additional Superintendent of Police M. 
Kumarjit, who led the demolition drive in the 
Khetri Begoon area, said the action came fol-
lowing repeated government notices that were 
ignored by the encroachers.

The last notice was issued in March.
When forest officials along with armed 

policemen initiated the eviction drive on Mon-
day, women tried to block the road by burning 
old tyres and logs. Mild force had to be used to 

chase them away, the officer said.
The evicted have demanded government 

help after the demolition drive left many fami-
lies without a roof over their heads at a time 
when the northeast state was experiencing 
torrential rains.

Although everything, including a primary 
school was demolished on a court order, one 
mosque was left untouched so as not to hurt 
the religious sentiments of  those who had 
been residing in the area for a long time.

A Forest Department official said similar 
demolitions have been going on at many other 
places. Some persons evicted a few years back 
have returned to the reserved areas, he said. 

Agartala, July 2 (IANS): The CBI has 
booked three tribal leaders, including an 
MLA, for the murder of  television journalist 
Santanu Bhowmik in 2017, an official said.

The official said that the three were In-
digenous People’s Front of  Tripura (IPFT) 
legislator Dhirendra Debbarma and party 
leaders Balram Debbarma and Amit Deb-
barma, apart from 300-500 IPFT members.

The IPFT is a tribal party and an ally of  
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). It 
has eight MLAs in the 60-member Tripura 
Assembly and two Cabinet ministers in the 
BJP-led ministry led by Chief  Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb.

Miscreants allegedly owing allegiance 
to the IPFT had on September 20, 2017 
murdered Bhowmik at Mandwai, 25 km 
from Agartala. Bhowmik, 27, was attacked 
with sharp weapons while covering a road 
blockade by the IPFT, which is demanding 
a separate tribal state. 

IPFT Vice President Ananta Debbarma 
told IANS that the party will comment later.

A newspaper journalist, Sudip Dutta 
Bhowmik, was also shot dead inside the 
Tripura State Rifles 2nd Battalion headquar-
ters at Ramchandra Nagar in West Tripura 
district on November 21.

The then Left Front government had set 

up two SITs to probe the two killings.
The SIT arrested four TSR personnel -- 

including TSR 2nd Battalion Commandant 
Tapan Debbarma, who is a senior Tripura 
Police Service (TPS) officer and was waiting 
for IPS nomination regarding Sudip Dutta 
Bhowmik’s killing.

The trial in the Sudip Dutta Bhowmik 
murder case started last month in the West 
Tripura District Additional District and 
Session Judge’s court but it was stopped 
following orders by the Tripura High Court.

The BJP-led government told the High 
Court in May that it had referred the matter 
to the CBI.

Itanagar, July 2 (PTI): A peace 
agreement has been signed by the 
apex bodies of  Galos and Mis-
ings to curb conflict and tension 
along the Arunachal Pradesh-
Assam boundary.

The peace deal was inked at 
Likabali on June 30 between the 
Galo Welfare Society (GWS), 
representing the Galo commu-
nity of  Lower Siang district of  
Arunachal Pradesh and Mising 
Bane Kebang (MBK), represent-
ing the Mising community of  
Dhemaji district of  Assam, a 
press release said.

The meeting was in continu-
ation of  the peace effort initiated 
at Dirpai, Gogamukh on June 13 
after a minor skirmish between 
the Galos of  Hime village and 
Misings of  Dirpai on June 7, the 
release said.

Observing that both Mising 
and Galos share a common an-

cestor, the Likabali declaration 
reached an agreement between 
the GWS and MBK to constitute 
a Galo-Mising Coordination 
Committee (GMCC), the release 
said.

It was also agreed that the 
GMCC, with its own president 
and general secretary on rotation 
basis, would sort out any dispute 
between individuals of  both 
communities residing along the 
inter-state boundaries through 
dialogue and without or minimal 
interference from the administra-
tion, the release said.

The GMCC would also act 
as a medium for promoting 
brotherhood, cultural exchanges, 
facilitate celebration of  pan fes-
tivals such as Ali Aye Ligang 
and Mopin, promote trade and 
commerce along the inter-state 
boundary and facilitate forma-
tion of  a research and develop-

ment committee to propagate 
the rich cultural and ancestral 
history of  both the communities.

Another significant point in 
the Likabali Decalaration was 
the agreement between the rep-
resentatives of  the two commu-
nities to mutually recognise and 
respect the possession rights over 
respective land and property.

Both the sides agreed that 
there would be no act of  tress-
pass or encroachment.

The declaration also called 
for the GWS and MBK to up-
hold the decisions taken in the 
Gogamukh meeting on June 13, 
wherein it was agreed that both 
the organisations would come to 
the aid of  each other and protect 
one another from prejudice and 
discrimination in their respective 
areas of  authority.

The GWS was represented 
by its president Mitum Boje and 

general secretary Minge Loyi, 
while the MBK was represented 
by its president Paramananda 
Chayengia (also Mising Autono-
mous Council chief  executive 
councillor) and general secretary 
Raju Medok.

Lawmakers from both the 
states including Nari-Koyu MLA 
Kento Rina, Likabali MLA 
Kardo Nyicyor -- both represent-
ing Arunachal Pradesh -- and 
Dhemaji (Assam) MLA Bhuban 
Pegu who were present on the 
occasion endorsed the declara-
tion, a press release informed 
here today.

Endorsing the move by the 
GWS and the MBK, the legisla-
tors hoped that the coming to-
gether of  the two communities in 
pursuit of  peaceful co-existence 
would set a positive trend and 
become a model for others to 
emulate.
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PTI
Skoda Auto CEO Bernhard Maier announces the investment of one 
billion euro (around INR 7,900 crore) between 2019 and 2021 by 
Volkswagen group in India which will be led by Skoda Auto India, at 
a press conference, in New Delhi, on Monday, 02 July 2018. 

Jobs not lacking, data on jobs lacking -  Modi Sensex skids 315 pts; Nifty slips 
below 10,700 on global cues

Samsung India unveils 
‘Galaxy On6’ on Flipkart

Volkswagen to 
invest 1 bn euros 
in Skoda India

New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): 
The opposition has been 
painting a picture of “their 
choice” on the job front be-
cause there is not sufficient 
data available on employ-
ment, says Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“More than a lack of 
jobs, the issue is a lack of 
data on jobs. Our oppo-
nents will naturally exploit 
this opportunity to paint a 
picture of their choice and 
blame us. I don’t blame our 
opponents for blaming us 
on the issue of jobs, after 
all no one has an accurate 
data on jobs,” Modi said in 
an interview with “Swara-
jya” magazine.

He said that the tradi-
tional matrix of measuring 
jobs is “simply not good 
enough to measure new 

jobs in the new economy 
of New India”, and under-
lined that this does not 
take into account the “in-
terests and aspirations of 
our youth”. 

“For example, there 
are close to three lakh vil-
lage-level entrepreneurs 
who are running Common 
Service Centres across the 
country and also creating 
more employment. Start-
ups are working as job 
multipliers and there are 
around 15,000 start-ups, 
which the government has 
helped in some way, and 
there will be many more 
operational. Aggregators 
of various kinds employ 
thousands of youth.

“If we look at numbers 
for employment, more 
than 41 lakh formal jobs 

were created from Sep-
tember 2017 to April 2018 
based on EPFO payroll 
data. According to a study 
based on EPFO data, more 
than 70 lakh jobs were cre-
ated in the formal sector 
last year,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister 
pointed out that job crea-
tion in the formal sector 
could have a “spinoff ef-
fect” on job creation in the 
informal sector too, which 
constitutes “around 80 per 
cent of all jobs”. 

“If 41 lakh jobs were 
generated in the formal 
sector in eight months, 
how much would be the 
total formal plus informal 
sector jobs?”

He said that in just one 
year, 48 lakh new enter-
prises got registered which 

is likely to result in “more 
formalisation and better 
jobs”.

“More than 12 crore 
loans have been given un-
der Mudra Yojana. Is it un-
fair to expect that one loan 
would have created or sup-
ported means of livelihood 
for at least one person?

“More than one crore 
houses have been con-
structed in the last one 
year; how much employ-
ment would this have gen-
erated? If road construction 
has more than doubled per 
month, if there is tremen-
dous growth in railways, 
highways, airlines, what 
does it indicate? Is it pos-
sible without employing 
more people in equal pro-
portions?” he added.

Modi blamed a “lack of 

consistency” in the politi-
cal debate around job crea-
tion and pointed out that 
if state governments are 
claiming to have created 
lakhs of jobs, how could 
it be that Centre was not 
creating any jobs.

“We have data put out 
by state governments on 
employment. For example, 
the previous Karnataka 
government claimed to 
have created 53 lakh jobs. 
The West Bengal govern-
ment said it created 68 lakh 
jobs in the last term. 

“Now, if states are all 
creating a good number 
of jobs, is it possible that 
the country is not creat-
ing jobs? Is it possible that 
states are creating jobs 
but the Centre is creating 
joblessness?” Modi asked.

Mumbai, July 2 (PTI): The 
market extended losses in 
afternoon trade with the 
Sensex falling about 315 
points to 35,108.91 today 
on weak global cues amid 
US-China trade tensions.

Intense selling pressure 
was witnessed in select 
counters, led by metal, 
realty and power stocks. 
The Nifty is also trading 
way below 10,700 levels, 
weighed down by HUL, 
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, Re-
liance Industries, Adani 
Ports and Vedanta.

Unabated foreign fund 
outflows and a weak rupee 
added to the gloom, bro-

ker said. European shares 
opened lower, amid weak 
Asian markets, as trade 
tensions between the US 
and its trading partners 
continues to be a key con-
cern for investors.

The 30-share BSE index 
opened higher at 35,545.22 
and advanced to 35,578.24 
in early trade. However, 
it slipped into the nega-
tive zone to touch a low 
of 35,106.57, to trade at 
35,108.91 showing a steep 
fall of 314.57 or 0.89 per 
cent at 1315 hrs.

Likewise, the 50-stock 
NSE barometer  Nifty 
slipped below the crucial 

10,700 mark to trade at 
10,607.55, down 106.75 
points, or 1 per cent. Intra-
day, it shuttled between 
10,736.15 and 10,10,604.65.

Sectoral indices led by 
metal, realty, power, in-
frastructure, PSU, capital 
goods, oil & gas and bank-
ing stocks were trading in 
the negative zone, falling 
up to 2.99 per cent.

Major  losers  were 
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, Vedan-
ta, Adani Ports, ONGC, 
HDFC Bank, Yes Bank, Tata 
Steel, SBI, L&T, Coal India, 
M&M, RIL, ICICI Bank, 
ITC, HDFC Ltd, Tata Mo-
tors, Hero Motocorp and 
Power Grid, falling up to 
3.89 per cent.

Meanwhile, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
sold shares worth a net Rs 
157.15 crore, while domes-
tic institutional investors 
(DIIs) bought equities to 
the tune of Rs 2,262.83 
crore on Friday, as per pro-
visional data.

Asian stocks extend 
losses with China’s Shang-
hai Composite down 2.52 
per cent, South Korea’s 
Kospi fell 2.35 per cent 
and Japan’s Nikkei falling 
2.29 per cent as investors 
keep an eye on trade ten-
sions between the US and 
its trading partners, most 
notably China.

In European markets 
Frankfurt’s DAX shed 1.30 
per cent and Paris CAC 40 
lost 1.10 per cent. London’s 
FTSE fell 0.70 per cent in 
early deals.

New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): 
Samsung India on Mon-
day launched an online 
exclusive “Galaxy On6” 
smartphone with Infinity 
Display for Rs 14,490.

The device, available 
on Flipkart and Samsung 
online shop from July 5, 
comes with 4GB RAM and 
64GB internal storage that 
can be expanded up to 
256GB via a microSD card.

It has 13MP primary 
camera on the rear and 
an 8MP front shooter 

for selfies. Both cameras 
come with f/1.9 aperture 
to work better in low-light 
conditions. 

“Pa c k e d  w i t h  n e w 
‘Make for India’ innova-
tions such as ‘Chat-Over-
Video’, My Galaxy Video 
and Samsung Pay Mini, 
Galaxy On6 is a perfect 
companion for multi-
taskers,” said Sandeep 
Singh Arora, Vice Presi-
dent, Online Business, 
Samsung India. 

The front camera also 

enables Face Unlock as 
an additional security fea-
ture.

Galaxy On6 is powered 
by an Exynos 7870 1.6GHz, 
Octa-core processor, 3000 
mAh battery and runs on 
the latest “Android Oreo”.

The device, that comes 
with Samsung’s Super 
AMOLED display tech-
nology, is also available on 
Samsung online shop.

The device is currently 
available in two colour 
variants -- Black and Blue.

iBall launches budget laptop 
with ‘Cortana’ support
New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): 
Domestic consumer elec-
tronics company iBall on 
Monday launched a new 
laptop “iBall CompBook 
M500” that supports Micro-
soft’s digital assistant Cor-
tana. The laptop is available 
in two variants -- Windows 
10 Home version which 
is priced at Rs 16,999 and 
Windows 10 Pro version at 
Rs 18,999. 

The new laptop comes 

with a 14-inch in-plane 
switching (IPS) and full-
HD (FHD) screen, built-in 
Windows 10 and anti-virus 
defender, the company said 
in a statement.

“With ‘iBall CompBook 
M500’, we believe profes-
sional chores will allow 
customers to experience a 
greater efficiency, that too 
at a never seen before price,” 
said Sandeep Parasrampu-
ria, CEO and Director, iBall.

New Delhi, July 2 (PTI): Ger-
man auto major Volkswagen 
Group today announced 
investment of 1 billion euro 
(around Rs 7,900 crore) be-
tween 2019 and 2021 as 
part of its latest strategy to 
enhance presence in India 
which will be led by group 
firm Skoda Auto.

As part of ‘India 2.0’ 
project, Skoda Auto is setting 
up an engineering design 
and development centre 
at Pune besides enhancing 
capacities at the group’s 
two plants at Aurangabad 
and Pune. The group will 
launch a new SUV based on 
VW’s flexible MQB platform 
by the second half of 2020. 
The group has set a target of 
capturing 5 per cent of the 
Indian passenger vehicles 
market by 2025.

 “We are now investing 
up to 1 billion euro by 2020-
21. This is the biggest invest-
ment which we have done in 
one single market. This the 
first and most decisive step,” 
Skoda Auto CEO Bernhard 
Maier told PTI in an inter-
view. On the R&D centre, 
he said:”It will be ready by 
the end of the year...we plan 
to hire 200-250 engineers 
to develop cars in India.” 
The group is looking to cre-
ate up to 5,000 direct and 
indirect jobs through set-
ting up of the engineering 
centre and creation of addi-
tional capacities in the two 
plants. “We want to exploit 
the maximum of our cur-
rent capacities in Pune and 
Aurangabad,” he said add-
ing currently the group is 
working on finalising the de-
tails. Elaborating on the VW 
group’s ambition in India, 
he said: “Our plan is to have 
a market share of 5 per cent 
for VW and Skoda brands 
together in India by 2025.”

The VW group has 
around 2 per cent market 
share in PV segment in In-
dia, which stood at over 
3.2 million units in 2017-
18. In order to achieve its 
targets, the group which 
had earlier explored un-
successfully a partnership 
with Tata Motors, is looking 
at launching two models 
each from Volkswagen and 
Skoda brands between 2021 
and 2025. Admitting that 
the group made mistakes 
in India in the past, Maier 
said: “We decided 1.5 years 
ago that we want to tackle 
the Indian market better 
than we did in the past.” The 

most important part is that 
the group decided to split re-
sponsibilities and Skoda not 
only got the responsibility to 
develop in India but also in 
Russia, he said. “In India we 
are doing it collaboratively...
This market is expected to 
be one of the biggest mar-
kets in the world. From 3.2 
million units, the market is 
expected to grow to 5-6 mil-
lion units by the end of next 
decade,” Maier added.

India is in a transfor-
mational phase, things are 
taking place in the market, 
he added. Going forward 
in India, he said the group’s 
future models will be based 
on the MQB AO platform 
which will be highly local-
ised in order to achieve cost 
competitiveness.

“We are not looking 
at cheap cars and not are 
only driven by volumes, we 
want to be on a sustain-
able growth path,” Maier 
said, adding vehicles on the 
new platform would com-
ply with upcoming emis-
sion and safety standards 
in India post 2020. When 
asked about the future 
of VW brand in India, he 
said:”Skoda is taking the 
lead but there are going to 
be two brands in the mar-
ket.” VW cars would con-
tinue to be manufactured at 
the plants, he asserted.

When asked to elaborate 
on future product plans for 
India, he said, the group 
would continue with cur-
rent portfolio. From 2020, 
he said the model campaign 
of MQB AO platform will 
begin with a mid-sized SUV. 
“The platform can have 
many body styles, we do not 
rule out anything. If mar-
ket is ready then we can be 
ready too,” Maier said. When 
asked about exports, he said 
the priority will be India but 
VW is already exporting to 
various markets, mainly the 
emerging ones. “It (exports) 
could be an opportunity for 
Skoda as well but the main 
focus is developing cars in 
India with Indian suppliers 
and Indian workers,” he 
said. As part of the new strat-
egy, he said, Skoda would 
also expand sales network 
in tier 2 and tier 3 cities in 
India.

Since November 2001, 
Skoda has sold around 2.5 
lakh units in India. It sells 
four models - sedans Su-
perb, Octavia, Rapid, and 
SUV Kodiaq.
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Teachers’ stir may 
have lessons in court 

precedents    
The directorate of School Education of Nagaland 

is virtually being held hostage by thousands of 
agitating teachers for more than two months 

demanding redress for their rights from the state’s 
government. On the other hand, the future of the 
children has been sandwiched between the conflict 
that emerged out of a poor recruitment policy from 
the government and the consequential affront from 
the ones they employed. We may concur that it is high 
time for a paradigm shift to tackle the colossal mess.

The state’s education department subtly disclos-
ing its inability to regularise the ad hoc teachers—and 
rightly so—looking at the already surplus teachers in 
one hand and thousands of eager aspirants already 
barging in through the door seeking employment, on 
the other. The department in concern ought to have 
tweaked its mode and condition concerning the re-
cruitment procedure.

However, if we were to delve further, the demands 
of the agitating teachers may hold no water consid-
ering the Supreme Court’s judgment passed in the 
Uma Devi & Others vs Secretary of State of Karnataka 
pertaining to appointments to government offices. 
The landmark judgment ruled that it was against 
Article 16 of the Constitution of India in making ap-
pointments to government offices without a proper 
recruitment policy or without having floated open 
advertisements. The Right to Life as stated in Article 
21 for casual and contractual employees was also 
observed by the court. But the court noted that prec-
edence must have to be given to deserving aspirants 
who were deprived of jobs.

The government of Nagaland is unable to take any 
decision because of the Stay on the PIL filed by the 
Acaut and the PSAN against irregular appointments, 
although the demand was only for those in the pay 
scale of 2800 and over. This is because the Supreme 
Court’s judgment encompasses all kinds of employ-
ment in public offices but not necessarily pertaining 
to jobs within a certain pay scale. 

With the hands of the current system already tied 
by undertaking of its predecessor, it needs a strong 
resolution from the government to resolve the issue 
tactfully. The reason is this: Every agreement in regard 
to the issue between the parties, both previous and 
present, becomes negated within the ambit of the law.

Before the growing anger and frustration brew 
out of control, the government needs to delve further 
than simply scratching the surface of the anathema— 
it has somehow contagiously corrupted and infected 
every known system prevailing in the state starting 
from the pedestal of the governmental hierarchy to 
the social organisations.  

Suki Finn | Aeon

God always keeps His eye on His children.

When Xavier was two, he darted into one aisle after 
another in a small shoe store. Hiding behind stacks 
of shoeboxes, he giggled when my husband, Alan, 

said, “I see you.”
Moments later, I saw Alan dash frantically from aisle 

to aisle, calling Xavier’s name. We raced to the front of the 
store. Our child, still laughing, ran toward the open door 
leading to the busy street outside.

Within seconds, Alan scooped him up. We embraced 
as I thanked God, sobbed, and kissed our toddler’s chubby 
cheeks.

A year before I became pregnant with Xavier, I’d lost 
our first child during the pregnancy. When God blessed 
us with our son, I became a fearful parent. Our shoe store 
experience proved I wouldn’t always be able to see or 
protect our child. But I discovered peace as I learned to turn 
to my only sure source of help—God—when I struggled 
with worry and fear.

Our heavenly Father never takes His eyes off His 
children (Psalm 121:1–4). While we can’t prevent trials, 
heartache, or loss, we can live with confident faith, relying 
on an ever-present Helper and Protector who watches over 
our lives (vv. 5–8).

We may encounter days when we feel lost and helpless. 
We may also feel powerless when we can’t shield loved 
ones. But we can trust that our all-knowing God never loses 
sight of us—His precious and beloved children.

DAILY
PATH

I See You

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 121

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
The Lord will watch over your coming and going both 

now and forevermore. Psalm 121:8

I
t seems indisputable that there are 
holes. For example, there are key-
holes, black holes and sinkholes; 
and there are holes in things such as 
sieves, golf courses and doughnuts. 

We come into the world through holes, 
and when we die many of us will be put 
into specially dug holes. But what are these 
holes and what are they made of? One of 
the big philosophical questions about 
holes is whether they are actually things 
themselves or, as the German-Jewish writ-
er Kurt Tucholsky suggested in ‘The Social 
Psychology of Holes’ (1931), whether they 
are just ‘where something isn’t’. To help us 
investigate this issue, let us first dissect the 
anatomy of the hole.

So, imagine a doughnut – the classic 
kind that is round with a hole in the mid-
dle, rather than the jam-filled kind. The 
dough of the doughnut is an example of 
what is called the ‘host’ of the hole – the 
stuff that surrounds the hole. Now imag-
ine you put your finger through the hole 
in the doughnut, and wear the doughnut 
like a ring. Your finger is then an example 
of what is called a ‘guest’ in the hole – the 
stuff that is inside the hole. But now con-
sider the doughnut in an early stage of its 
creation in a factory, about to get the hole 
cut out of the dough. What do we call the 
part of the dough that gets removed to cre-
ate the hole? Should it be called a guest-
in-residence, about to be evicted? These 
parts of the dough have been branded 
by food merchandisers as ‘Timbits’ and 
‘Munchkins’, and are marketed as the actu-
al hole of the doughnut. Yet surely they are 
not, as the hole is created by the Timbits’ 
or Munchkins’ removal, rather than being 
identified with what gets removed.

Now, if we do not take the removed 
dough to be the hole, then what do we take 
the hole to be? Are holes material things, 
where material things are physical (like 
tables and chairs), or are holes immate-
rial things, where immaterial things are 

not physical (like abstract entities)? Or are 
holes not even things at all?

This issue is discussed in the paper 
‘Holes’ (1970) by the American philoso-
phers Stephanie and David Lewis, which 
contains a dialogue between the charac-
ters Argle and Bargle. Argle is a materialist, 
that is, someone who rejects the existence 
of anything immaterial. Materialism could 
be seen as a plausible position for Argle 
to hold, since it doesn’t commit Argle to 
the existence of potentially weird entities 
that go above and beyond the material; in 
other words, it is ontologically parsimoni-
ous. Like Madonna, Argle is a material girl 
living in a material world, where all the 
things that exist are physical material ob-
jects.

Bargle, on the other hand, challenges 
Argle’s materialism by introducing two 
further plausible positions, namely, that 
holes exist and that such holes are im-
material objects. It is plausible that holes 
exist: we seem to perceive holes; we refer 
to them in our language; and they seem 
necessary for the existence of other things. 
It is also plausible that holes are immate-
rial things since our intuitive view of holes 
is that they are not tangible objects but 
rather seem more like gaps, and so are not 
material things themselves but are rather, 
as Tucholsky described, where the materi-
al things are not. Argle and Bargle’s debate 
is therefore over which of the following in-
dividually plausible but collectively incon-
sistent claims to reject:

 (1) There are no immaterial objects.
(2) There are holes.
(3) Holes are immaterial objects.
These are inconsistent because (1) 

says there are no immaterial objects, yet 
(2) and (3) together entail that immaterial 
holes exist: if there are holes, and if holes 
are immaterial objects, then immaterial 
holes exist. So which should we reject? We 
could reject (1), which says that there are 
no immaterial objects, and instead hold 
that there are immaterial things in the 
world, including holes. But this option is 

not available to Argle, since Argle is a com-
mitted materialist and so doesn’t want to 
say that any immaterial things exist.

What about rejecting (2), then, which 
says that there are holes? The problem 
with this is that we say (or sing) things 
such as: ‘There’s a hole in my bucket, dear 
Liza,’ and so we refer to holes. When we ut-
ter (or sing) such a sentence (or lyric), our 
words (and maybe our fingers too) point 
to the hole in the bucket. If there are no 
holes, and so no such hole for our fingers 
or words to point at, then we need to re-
interpret such sentences without making 
reference to holes. For example, we could 
make do with the language of objects be-
ing perforated, rather than objects having 
holes, as such: ‘My bucket is perforated, 
dear Liza.’ Now this doesn’t have quite 
the same ring to it as the original, but the 
meaning seems to be preserved. In this 
paraphrased sentence, we point to the 
bucket rather than to a hole, and describe 
that bucket as having a certain perforated 
shape. It is the bucket that is hole-y shaped, 
rather than there being actual holes in the 
bucket. But can every truth about holes 
be reinterpreted and systematically para-
phrased as truths about perforated host 
objects? And does the eliminability of the 
word in our language really provide us 
with evidence regarding the thing’s actual 
existence? Ordinarily, we do not think that, 
by simply not talking about something, it 
ceases to exist.

As for (3), which says that holes are 
immaterial objects: can that be rejected? 
Could holes be material rather than im-
material? Well, this was our central issue. 
If holes are material, which material thing 
are they? Could they be the guest? No, for 
similar reasons as to why the TimBits and 
Munchkins are not the holes themselves. 
Could they be part of the host, perhaps the 
lining of the hole? Maybe. But how thick 
is the lining for the hole? Should we take 
one millimetre thickness of the dough-
nut around the hole as constituting the 
hole? Or the entire width of the doughnut, 

namely, the entire host? Or even some-
where in between those thicknesses of the 
lining? There are so many candidate lin-
ings of the hole, and it seems there is no 
reason to choose one over another, leaving 
it an arbitrary matter as to which lining we 
define and identify the hole with. And if we 
did not pick one of the linings, leaving a 
multitude of linings, then there would be a 
multitude of holes, one per each lining, all 
somewhere within the one doughnut. This 
seems like far too many holes in one place! 
It also leads to further oddities. For exam-
ple, we do not think that we eat the hole of 
a doughnut when we eat the host lining of 
dough, do we? Again, this is further food 
for thought.

But why does all this matter? What’s 
in a hole? Well, one case that the hole ex-
pert Achille Varzi, professor of philosophy 
at Columbia University, cites is that of re-
counting holes in ballots during the 2000 
US presidential election. In Varzi’s words: 
‘All of a sudden, we realise that the destiny 
of the United States, if not the destiny of 
the entire world, depends on our criteria 
for counting holes.’ And in order to count 
the holes, we need to know how to identify 
and individuate them, and thus we need 
to know what they are. Granted, this is an 
unusual case. But a better understanding 
of where holes lie on the material/immate-
rial and thing/nothing divides should fill a 
gap in our knowledge of reality.

This Idea is part of a project that has 
received funding from the European Re-
search Council (ERC) under the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and in-
novation programme, under grant agree-
ment number 679586.

Suki Finn is a postdoctoral research fellow 
in philosophy at the University of South-

ampton, working on the ERC-funded 
project ‘Better Understanding the Meta-

physics of Pregnancy’. She also researches 
in the areas of metametaphysics and the 

philosophy of logic, and has published her 
work in various philosophy journals.

W
hile global 
warming is 
deemed as the 
direct result 
of man-made 

activities, a new research has 
claimed that the climate change 
phenomenon was caused by the 
evolution of Earth’s first animals 
more than 500 million years ago.

The study revealed that some 
520-540 million years ago, ani-
mal life evolved in the ocean and 
began breaking down organic 
material on the seafloor, leading 
to more carbon dioxide (CO2) 

and less oxygen in the atmos-
phere.

In the 100 million years that 
followed, conditions for these 
earliest animals became much 
harsher, as ocean oxygen lev-
els fell and CO2 caused global 
warming.

“Like worms in a garden, tiny 
creatures on the seabed disturb, 
mix and recycle dead organic 
material -- a process known as 
bioturbation,” said Tim Lenton, 
Professor at Britain’s University 
of Exeter.

“Because the effect of ani-

mals burrowing is so big, you 
would expect to see big changes 
in the environment when the 
whole ocean floor changes from 
an undisturbed state to a biotur-
bated state.”

This impact of bioturba-
tion on global biogeochemistry 
likely affected animal evolution 
through expanded ocean anoxia, 
high atmospheric CO2 levels and 
global warming and possibly 
contributed to a number of mass 
extinction events.

“The critical factor was to 
realise that the biggest changes 

happen at the lowest levels of 
animal activity,” said Sebastiaan 
van de Velde, of the Vrije Univer-
siteit Brussel in Belgium. 

“This meant that the first 
bioturbators had a massive im-
pact.”

According to the researchers, 
this realization was the “miss-
ing piece of the puzzle”, and al-
lowed them to construct a math-
ematical model of Earth around 
that time to look to the changes 
caused by these early life forms.

“We knew that warming oc-
curred at this point in Earth’s his-

tory but did not realise it could 
be driven by animals,” they said.

The researchers noted that 
“there is an interesting paral-
lel between the earliest animals 
changing their world in a way 
that was bad for them, and what 
we human animals are doing to 
the planet now”.

Lenton said: “We are creating 
a hotter world with expanding 
ocean anoxia (oxygen deficien-
cy) which is bad for us and a lot 
of other creatures we share the 
planet with.”

Source : IANS

Is a Hole a Real Thing, or Just a Place Where Something Isn’t?

Earth’s First Animals Caused Global Warming — Study

Monobina Gupta | thewire.in

The Crooked Forest, Poland. Credit: Wikimedia Commons

T
he recent conversations set off 
by the Central government’s pro-
posal to fell nearly 17,000 trees 
in the capital to make room for a 
housing project, have catapulted 

trees – usually peripheral to dominant pub-
lic discussions – to the centre of national 
discourse. Interestingly, what has sparked 
debate is the unusual sight of protesting cit-
izens hugging trees in the heart of the Na-
tional Capital Region, a mesh of concrete 
buildings and elaborate infrastructure. 
Confronted with the spontaneous protests, 
the government has put the project on hold 
for the time being.

The ongoing conversations about the 
need to preserve trees have mostly centred 
around the environment and pollution. 
Commentators have expressed conster-
nation over how such large-scale tree fell-
ing would aggravate pollution and further 
damage an already hurting environment.

At a different level, the recent civil soci-
ety outrage, to my mind, has opened a win-
dow and given us an opportunity to view 
trees and nature through a different prism 
– more in the context of an organic kinship 
existing between humans and trees; be-
tween humans and the natural landscape. 
It has opened a door for us to enter a dif-
ferent imaginary space where trees are no 
longer viewed as inanimate forms, but are 
seen as part of a natural network weaving 
in and out through roots, branches, leaves 
– alive and active, communicating with and 
sustaining each other.

Sumana Roy writes eloquently about 
the network in her book, How I Became A 
Tree. Writing about her communion with 
trees, Roy leads the reader to a world that 
hums with the “vocabulary of silence of the 
active life of trees”, a world she discovered 
after immersing herself in it while spending 
long hours inside forests, watching and lis-
tening to trees.

She writes: “Among all other desires 
to become a tree, the most urgent was the 
need to escape noise. There were two things 
about this – one was the noise of humans, 
the other was the vocabulary of silence of 
the active life of trees. The opposition was 
terribly stark – the complaining tone that 
accompanied human work life contrasted 
with the near silence of the industrious-

ness of trees. I wanted to move to the other 
side.”

In a far darker vein, I am reminded of 
Han Kang’s novel The Vegetarian, whose 
protagonist Yeong-hye, towards the end of 
the story, says she needs only air, water, and 
sun to survive and live. She sees herself as a 
tree or as one becoming a tree. Refusing to 
eat or speak, she spends most of her time in 
a hospital trying to imitate a tree and bask-
ing in the sun. Writing about the novel in 
The New Yorker, Jiayang Fan quotes its au-
thor as saying that the character of Yeong-
hye drew inspiration from a line from Yi 
Sang, an early 20th century poet who was 
heavily censored under Japanese rule. His 
poetry reflected the violence of imperial-
ism. “Yi described catatonic withdrawal 
as a symptom of oppression,” writes Fan. 
The poet believed that “humans should be 
plants”.

In this literary and creative imagina-
tion, the life of a tree is not just an impera-
tive for humans to breathe clean air and 
live in a pollution-free environment. The 
question is: do we have the imagination 
any longer, especially in times as noisy as 
these, to listen to trees? Many would scoff 
at the idea and wave it away dismissively. 
But there is enough material at hand to 

lead us to reflect on what trees mean to us 
beyond the talk of environmental damage 
and polluted air. There is a deeper connec-
tion with humans that often tends to get 
lost in the here-and-now conversations.

Ecologists, foresters, and biologists 
have long been arguing that intercon-
nected through a complicated network, 
trees have their own language that human 
can learn to hear. Biologist George David 
Haskell argued in his book The Song of 
Trees that it is the interconnection among 
trees that spawns communication net-
works in their kingdom. Glossing this re-
search, Ephrat Livni writes about being “in 
a redwood forest in Santa Cruz, California, 
taking dictation for the trees outside my 
cabin. They speak constantly, even if qui-
etly, communicating above – and under-
ground using sound, scents, signals, and 
vibes. They’re naturally networking, con-
nected with everything that exists, includ-
ing you.”

I remember the extraordinary experi-
ence of walking through a redwood forest 
surrounding the Chabot Space and Science 
Centre in Oakland. As we left the sunlit path 
winding through the forest and entered its 
deeper recesses, the light dimmed and the 
trees, reaching up to the skies, seemed to 

move closer around us. The stillness had a 
sound of its own. There was a constant, low 
buzz in the depths of the forest.

Haskell draws our attention to the 
many references to trees and their songs 
in literary and musical history: pines 
whispering, leaves crackling, branches 
falling. Artist Nandalal Bose, writes Bhas-
wati Ghose, “… while articulating his 
thoughts on drawing trees, remarkably 
compared their features and even per-
sonalities to those of humans.” There are 
rich literary genres and folklore developed 
around trees, portraying them sometimes 
as wicked humans, at other times protec-
tors against the wicked.

I end, then, by citing the strange phe-
nomenon of the “Crooked Forest”, tucked 
away in a small corner of western Poland. 
Near the town of Gryfino, surrounded by a 
larger forest of straight pine trees, there ex-
ists a group of 400-odd pine trees that are 
bent at sharp crooked angles at the base 
of their trunk. Planted in the 1930s, no one 
quite knows why the trees are crooked, and 
reigning theories – from genetic mutation 
and snowfall to human manipulation by 
farmers – are an apt demonstration of how 
our worlds and those of the world around 
us are deeply, historically, intertwined.

Our Intimate Connection to Trees Isn’t Just About Clean Air
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T
wo years ago, I had written a detailed comment 
on the “One Belt, One Road” proposal, projected 
by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013 as a se-
ries of logistical connectivity projects across the 
Eurasian landmass and the Indian Ocean.

While India had even then expressed misgivings about 
certain aspects of the proposal, it has, over the past year, 
emerged as a fierce opponent. So much so that the Indian 
media has begun to view this opposition as part of the larg-
er divide between India and China – on par with the border 
dispute, concerns relating to China’s increasing influence 
in South Asia and the burgeoning naval competition in the 
Indian Ocean. Even regarding India’s participation in the 
summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
in Qingdao, the headline story in the Indian media was that 
India had been the sole SCO member not to support the 
proposal in the joint statement.

In fact, developments relating to the connectivity pro-
posal since it was first proposed necessitate that India take 
a fresh look at it.
New developments
The principal developments over the last five years are the 
following.

One, the proposal has a new name: OBOR has officially 
become the “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI). This is to cor-
rect the impression in some quarters that the proposal en-
visaged a single linear connection across Eurasia and the 
Indian Ocean. It has now been clarified that BRI will be “a 
network of regional cooperation and systematic projects of 
global significance” that will embrace 65 countries.

Linked with this is the clarification that the proposal 
is not a vision, programme or strategy; it is an ‘initiative’, 
focusing on “shared growth through discussion and col-
laboration”.

Two, BRI is now “much more than just investment and 
infrastructure projects”: BRI is part of “Xi Jinping Thought 
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era” 
and is included in the Communist Party of China’s consti-
tution.

Three, there is now greater clarity about the projects 
included in BRI. Apart from the Asia-Europe land and sea 
‘silk’ routes, six economic corridors are envisaged: China-
Mongolia-Russia; the ‘New Eurasian Land Bridge’, a 10,000 
km rail link from China to Rotterdam; the China-Central 
Asia-West Asia-Economic Corridor, replicating the ancient 
Silk Road; the China-Indo China Peninsula Economic 
Corridor; the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, and the 
earlier Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Cor-
ridor.

Four, BRI now also includes digital connectivity, the 
“Digital Silk Road”. This envisages “innovation action plans 
for e-commerce, digital economy, smart cities and science 
and technology parks”.

Finally, China has mounted a major effort to promote 
the initiative in the international community. Besides the 
“Silk Road Summit for International Cooperation” organ-
ised in China in May 2017, which was attended by over 60 
countries (excluding India), China has reached out to the 
European Union, the ASEAN and SCO members and West 
Asian countries. In respect of the latter, it has entered into 
BRI-related construction agreements with six Arab coun-
tries, and has obtained affirmations of support for BRI 
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE and Oman.
BRI, a multi-national initiative
Chinese sources have clarified that these “economic cor-
ridors” will not be straight-line linkages across Eurasia; 
instead, there will be numerous loops and branches so 
that no part of Asia or Europe will be excluded from the 
initiative. There is also no final blueprint encompassing all 
the projects: Christina Lin has pointed out that the BRI is 
“a very broad, flexible and inclusive framework for coop-
eration” that is sufficiently “vague and fluid” for different 
projects to be included under the BRI umbrella.

Though there been have questions raised in certain 
quarters about the technical and financial viability of some 
of the projects and even concerns that some of the poorer 
nations might find themselves in a debt trap, overall there 
is considerable international support for the BRI.

Most national leaders and commentators welcome 
the proposed logistical connectivity projects and note that 
there is considerable flexibility both regarding the specific 
projects envisaged under BRI and the level of partner-
ship that will be inevitable in the implementation of these 
projects. Chinese sources have agreed that all projects will 
have to be part of national development plans of different 
countries and will be the result of partners working togeth-
er; BRI, they say, is not “a solo, but a symphony performed 
by all relevant countries”.

While BRI is clearly a Chinese initiative and very im-
portant for the projection of China’s achievements as a 
modern state that is influential in world affairs, it is not an 
exclusively Chinese enterprise: over 900 different projects 
will come under the BRI umbrella, which will require the 
active mobilisation of technology, management and hu-
man resources on a global basis.

Above all, the cost of the projects taken together is esti-
mated at over $1 trillion. Even with the maximum deploy-
ment of Chinese financing, it is believed that China will 
provide about $300 billion by 2030, i.e., just a third of the 
required funding; the balance will have to come from other 
national, regional and international sources, such as the 
World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and regional 
fora like the SCO, China-Arab States Cooperation Forum 
etc. All these institutions will insist on the application of 

their own norms and rules to ensure transparency and vi-
ability. Thus, in their implementation, BRI projects will be 
multi-national, even global, in character.
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
India has two sets of objections to BRI: one, objections to 
various aspects of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), and, two, concerns resulting from the view that 
BRI is effectively the projection of China’s geopolitical in-
terests, particularly in the Indian Ocean.

The CPEC, finalised in April 2015 with 51 agreements, 
consists of a series of highway, railway and energy projects, 
emanating from the newly developed port of Gwadar on 
the Arabian Sea, all of which taken together will be valued 
at about $50 billion. These projects will generate about a 
million jobs in Pakistan and, when completed, add nearly 
2.5% to the country’s GDP.

Gwadar will be developed as a deep-water port capable 
of handling 300-400 million tonnes of cargo per year. A new 
1,100-km motorway from Karachi to Lahore will be com-
pleted, while the Karakoram Highway from Rawalpindi to 
the Chinese border will be broadened and upgraded. Rail-
way lines across the country will be thoroughly upgraded 
and expanded, with the road and railway network reach-
ing Kashgar in Xinjiang. Oil and gas pipelines will be con-
structed, including a gas pipeline from Gwadar to Nawab-
shah, carrying gas from Iran.

Most of the money will be spent on energy projects – 
about 10,400 MW of electricity will be generated between 
2018 and 2020, besides renewable energy, coal and liq-
uefied natural gas projects. An 800-km optic fibre link to 
boost telecommunications in the Gilgit-Baltistan region is 
already under construction. These projects will promote 
national economic development through industrial parks 
and special economic zones.

Chinese spokespersons have justified CPEC as an en-
ergy and transportation development initiative to lift the 
Pakistani people out of poverty and give them an open and 
better life. CPEC, they argue, serves the common interests 
of regional countries since it addresses “both the symp-
toms and root causes of terrorism and extremism”, which 
are in tune with India’s interests as well.

However, India sees CPEC as a challenge to its sover-
eignty since, by upgrading the Karakoram highway in the 
Gilgit-Baltistan region, it affirms China’s support for Paki-
stan’s illegal occupation of this part of Jammu and Kashmir 
state that is claimed by India and is referred to as “Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir” (PoK) in all Indian official documen-
tation. By not discussing CPEC with India and officially 
announcing the initiative as a “China-Pakistan” project, 
China is also seen as making no effort to accommodate 
India’s interests in this major enterprise. Again, India also 
views China’s presence at Gwadar at the mouth of the Gulf 
as indicative of its long-term presence in the Indian Ocean, 
that India sees as an encroachment on its strategic space.

India’s concerns relating to CPEC appear to be mis-
placed. One, it is in India’s interest for China to invest in Pa-
kistan and hopefully wean the country’s youth away from 
extremism. Again, while it would have been desirable for 
China to have consulted India regarding the CPEC activity 
in PoK, the fact remains that the final status of this disputed 
area will be ultimately decided between India and Pakistan 
when the moment is propitious; thus, improvement or 
expansion of existing logistical facilities in PoK does not 
in any way weaken India’s long-standing and legitimate 
claims.

In any case, China in the interim seems willing to ad-
dress India’s immediate sensitivities: in April 2017, Chinese 
diplomat Liu Jinsong, in his public remarks at the BRI con-
ference in Mumbai, addressed the issue of projects in PoK 
by referring to China’s 1963 agreement with Pakistan, on 
the basis of which the Karakoram highway was construct-
ed. Here, China had recognised PoK as disputed and had 
affirmed China’s willingness to “reopen negotiations” with 
the “sovereign authority” once the Kashmir dispute had 
been settled.

Again, in remarks at a closed-door discussion at an In-
dian think-tank, the Chinese ambassador went further and 
said that to win India’s backing for BRI, China could even 
consider changing the name of the CPEC to one accept-
able to India.
India’s Indian Ocean concerns
Expanding Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean 
is of serious concern to India and merits detailed consid-
eration. The Indian Ocean is important for the economic 
interests of all the countries that make up its littoral. India 
is at the centre of the ocean: it has a coastline of 7,500 km, 
1,200 islands, 13 major ports and an exclusive economic 
zone of 2.4 million square miles; 90% of its exports are sea-
borne, as are all its energy imports from the Gulf and Africa. 
About 10-15% of its population lives on its coastal regions 
and depends on fishing. Today, out of about $800 billion of 
India’s total annual foreign trade, 95% of trade by volume 
and 68% by value moves through the Indian Ocean.

India’s sea dependence on oil imports is about 80%, 
along with 60% of its gas imports as LNG. Besides this, In-
dia is a major exporter of refined oil products, which ac-
count for 20% of its exports, primarily by sea. India is now 
also an important importer of coal, with imports account-
ing for 25% of its total consumption.

India also depends on the ocean’s fish resources: its 
fishing and aquaculture industry employs 14 million peo-
ple, placing India at the number six position globally in 
terms of fish-catching. India is also a major exporter of 
marine products, valued at about $2.5 billion annually. 
The country is a pioneer in deep-sea mining: in 1987, it re-
ceived exclusive rights to explore four million square miles 
of two mining sites, and later in 2014 it obtained licenses to 

explore the Indian Ocean ridge, which is believed to be rich 
in cobalt, nickel and copper.

China too has a deep interest in Indian Ocean security, 
since 90% of its foreign trade and 80% of its oil imports 
are sea-borne. It has a special interest in ensuring that the 
Straits of Hormuz and Malacca remain open to maritime 
movements, without threat from pirates or hostile action 
from regional or external powers.

In recent years, India’s security concerns have in-
creased exponentially due to what it sees as expanding 
Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean through economic 
engagements, construction of ports and pipelines, and the 
deployment of its navy, and views the BRI as an integral 
part of this enterprise. Chinese commentators have been 
at pains to assert that BRI is being promoted in the spirit 
of “peace and cooperation, openness and inclusiveness, 
mutual learning and mutual benefit” and has a purely eco-
nomic content. Chinese President Xi has asserted: “Instead 
of seeking any sphere of influence, we call on all parties to 
join the circle of friends for the Belt and Road Initiative.”

The Chinese foreign minister, Wang Yi, has said that 
the BRI is “not a tool of geopolitics”. A commentator, Liu 
Zongyi, has asserted categorically that that the BRI “is a 
geo-economic cooperative design, and not a geo-political 
or geo-strategic one”. Another commentator, Minghao 
Zhao, has written that China is seeking to move from “poli-
tics among nations” to “politics among networks” and is 
focusing on “connectivity” rather than “control”.

Many Indian commentators are not convinced. Naval 
commentator Gopal Suri points out that Chinese invest-
ment in the development of new ports all along the Indian 
Ocean littoral, in Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Paki-
stan and the East Africa coast, coupled with the establish-
ment of its first naval base abroad at Djibouti, affirm the 
Chinese navy’s “clear strategic focus on establishment of a 
permanent presence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) in 
the not too distant future”.

China clearly has legitimate interests in the Indian 
Ocean, whose security is as important for its well-being 
as it is for India. As China expands in naval power and po-
litical influence, it would be futile to imagine that it can be 
excluded from this space of such crucial significance. The 
challenge before India is to ensure that its own interests are 
safeguarded. Here, it is noteworthy that India has respond-
ed effectively to China’s Indian Ocean forays.

Modi announced in 2014 that maritime security would 
a priority concern for his government. This has given a 
great boost to the domestic ship-building industry which 
is presently building 40 naval vessels. India has also aug-
mented its naval capabilities by acquiring the aircraft car-
rier, Vikramaditya, MiG29K aircraft, the Chakra nuclear-
powered attack submarine, the indigenous construction of 
Kolkata class destroyers, Talwar and Shivalik class frigates, 
anti-submarine warfare ships, and Sumitra class offshore 
patrol boats, together with a wide variety of landing ships. 
India’s proactive approach has also included substantial 
prime ministerial engagements with the island nations of 
the Indian Ocean littoral.

Thus, Gwadar is hardly the threat it is perceived to be in 
sections of Indian opinion: India is well-placed at Chaba-
har, just 80 km away; it also has close ties with Oman and 
enjoys access to Omani ports on the Indian Ocean coast 
and to other important ports in the IOR.

To face the Chinese challenge, India has also increased 
its cooperation with regional and extra-regional naval 
powers, since the forays of the Chinese navy into the Indi-
an Ocean and the consolidation of China’s naval presence 
through a string of bases and facilities across the ocean are 
a matter of legitimate concern not just for India but for sev-
eral countries in the Indian Ocean littoral. This has been 
achieved through deeper defence cooperation with the US 
and increased naval cooperation with Japan, Australia and 
Indonesia. These are loose arrangements and do not con-
stitute “alliances”, but they can be quickly upgraded if the 
need arises.

Thus, what was widely seen as China’s aggressive pos-
turing has provided its own solution: India has obtained 
insurance for the defence of its interests through “external 
balancing”, i.e., described by commentator S. Kalyanara-
man as “the forging of cooperation with one state to deter 
or defeat a threat posed by another”.
China’s response to India’s concerns
Engagements among the principal Indian Ocean players 
indicate that a strategic balance has now been established 
in the region, with the US and its allies, India, Japan and 
Australia, able to set limits on China’s ambitions. Thus, 
while China has remained firm and unyielding with re-
spect to its claims and interests in the West Pacific, clear 
reality checks in the Indian Ocean in terms of the opposi-
tion it faces have made it both conciliatory and coopera-
tive in its overtures to the major regional countries, which 
it now seeks as partners in the pursuit of its ocean-wide 
land and sea projects that are part of BRI. India is the most 
important country among those wooed by China.

Chinese writings have frequently confirmed this. 
Tingyi Wang of Tshingua University, while noting that Chi-
nese officials have highlighted “the special importance of 
India” in the initiative due to its location at the intersec-
tion of both the land and sea routes envisaged in BRI, has 
pointed out that India had “apprehensions”, particularly 
due to the CPEC. He denies that China has either the in-
terest or the capability to contain India, and instead sees 
a relationship of both cooperation and competition be-
tween the two countries in the Gulf in the areas of energy 
security, economic ties and shaping the regional security 
framework, which would over time “unfold a wider geo-
economic transformation in Asia and the Indo-Pacific re-

gion”.
Sun Yang has written that, given the US-led alliance 

ranged against it in the Indo-Pacific environment, for Chi-
na “cooperating with India appears to be the only way to 
change the situation and make a breakthrough”. He then 
makes two points to support his proposition: one, that In-
dia will not be able to prevent the Chinese presence in the 
Indian Ocean region, and, two, “India’s status and foreign 
policy strategy would never allow it to become a firm fol-
lower of the United States”.

On similar lines, Ouyang Guoxing has argued that, 
considering India’s geo-strategic location and its political 
and military supremacy in the region, the Chinese navy 
“will not become a predominant threat to India in the next 
decades” and will remain focused on the Western Pacific 
rather than the Indian Ocean. He recognises the need for 
India and China to find ways to promote maritime secu-
rity dialogue, commencing with non-sensitive areas and 
then moving towards military security cooperation gradu-
ally.

Mao Jikang  sees India as the “key factor [for] the im-
plementation of OBOR [now BRI] initiative in South Asia”, 
and recommends that China do more to win Indian sup-
port for the initiative through addressing India’s concerns 
relating to China’s hegemonic interests in the region by 
working more closely with India in executing joint projects 
and linking the BRI with India’s own IOR projects, and vig-
orously pursuing maritime security cooperation with In-
dia on the basis of the shared interest in the security of the 
international sea-lanes.
The way forward
Given BRI’s scope, dimensions and the financial and oth-
er resources required to realise its various projects, it is 
not and cannot be an exclusive Chinese enterprise, even 
though China’s leaders may view the concept as reflecting 
their countries emergence on the world stage. BRI is truly 
global in character and needs the willing participation of 
several nations for it to take shape.

Again, China is not the only nation seeking a new role 
in international affairs; several nations such as Japan, Ko-
rea, India, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Indonesia are also part 
of the Asian resurgence. These changes in world order, 
while reflective of national economic achievement, also 
throw up fresh challenges as these nations compete to 
define their role and occupy their legitimate space in the 
new order. This scenario calls for mutual accommodation 
based on engagement, consultation, confidence-building 
and shaping of consensus, not confrontation and pursuit 
of hegemony.

In the emerging world order, China and India, as ma-
jor players sharing the broad strategic space in Eurasia 
and the Indian Ocean, are likely to have both competitive 
and convergent interests. It will be the principal challenge 
before the leaders and diplomats of the two countries to 
enhance cooperation and address areas of dispute.

The discussion above has shown that on to the Indian 
Ocean, India has responded effectively to perceived en-
croachments from China and a strategic balance of power 
has been put in place. This, in my view, has opened oppor-
tunities for India to review certain of its positions which 
were adopted when misgivings and differences were at 
their height.

BRI is one such matter that calls for a fresh look. The 
land and oceanic connectivity envisaged by BRI has the 
capacity to change global linkages in ways that are as 
dramatic as the age of exploration in the 15th and 16th 
centuries and the Industrial revolution in the 19th centu-
ry. The Portuguese academic, minister and travel writer, 
Bruno Maçães, has noted in his new book, The Dawn of 
Eurasia, that once these projects have been completed, 
“we’ll no longer have Europe on one side and Asia on 
the other, but one single continent, increasingly inter-
connected”.

India was central to the transactions of the ancient 
silk and spice routes, and was the cherished destination 
of the earlier voyages of exploration and commerce. In-
dia just does not have the option of ignoring the BRI now.

Like all major initiatives, BRI has several shortcom-
ings, but with consultations these can be effectively ad-
dressed. Given widespread international support, many 
BRI projects are already underway; some have even been 
completed. India will be a major beneficiary of these 
linkages, particularly when it melds its own proposals 
from Chabahar with the other Eurasian projects. Only 
through participation can India ensure that its interests 
are safeguarded: sulking on the sidelines is not an option 
in areas that are so crucial for India’s interests.

India has secured its security interests in the Indian 
Ocean through some adroit moves at home and in the lit-
toral, and with engagements with extra-regional powers; it 
must now serve its long-term economic and political in-
terests by being actively involved in the ocean’s connectiv-
ity proposals and in addressing the region’s security issues, 
particularly in West Asia. India’s membership of BRICS, the 
SCO and the Indian Ocean Rim Association and its robust 
engagements with Russia and China provide the oppor-
tunity for India to be a substantial player in defining and 
shaping the new world order.

Where Sino-Indian ties are concerned, the remarks of 
the Chinese diplomat at the BRI conference in Mumbai last 
year are noteworthy: “The sky and the ocean of Asia are big 
enough for the dragon and the elephant to dance together, 
which will bring a true Asian Age.”

Talmiz Ahmad, a former diplomat, holds the Ram Sathe 
Chair for International Studies, Symbiosis International 

University, Pune, and is Consulting Editor, The Wire.

India Needs to Take a Fresh Look at the Belt and Road Initiative Proposal

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Jump back onstage and 
say your peace, Aries. Your active participation in the conversa-
tion of today is critical to maintaining a healthy energy flow. The 
things you say to others will have a profound effect, so choose 

your words carefully. Enjoy a physical activity that 
involves a group. Make it a social event. Be an active 
participant in all the situations you encounter.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your solid footing 
may become a bit unstable today, Taurus, but don’t worry 
about it. Be a little more flexible and release your tightfisted grip 
on the situation. Infuse a bit of laughter and playfulness into 
things. You’ll find that the exchange of ideas is a critical part of 

the day. Get out of the house and into a social arena 
in which you can enjoy lighthearted conversations.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): There’s no excuse for 
laziness today, Gemini! Make sure you get out of 

bed before the day ends. You’ll find that the more action you 
take, the happier you’ll be. Express your thoughts to the people 
around you. Get out in the open air and listen to what the wind 
has to say. Be active and flexible. People’s emotions are more 
on the surface, so keep things light and energetic.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t let things stag-
nate, Cancer. It’s time to take action. In everything 
you do today, see how far you can go as opposed to 
how deep. Cover a wide range of topics. Take a break 

from your usual emotional intensity and simply enjoy the sun-
shine and light conversation with others. Keep things energetic 
and upbeat. Take action when you see that things are flagging.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You might feel like you’ve 
come out of the dark and into the light today, Leo. 
A weight has been lifted, but there’s still a great deal 
of emotional drama that needs to work itself out. Go 
for a long walk this afternoon and increase your lung 

capacity. Get your heart rate up. You’ll find that the more active 
you are, the better you’ll be able to sort through your emotional 
trauma.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Take a break from your 
steady climb today and have a look at the world around 
you, Virgo. Enjoy a night out with friends and take an 
active role in the conversation. You’ll find that the more 

socializing you do, the more you’ll be able to release some of the 
tension that you might not even realize you have. Get the energy 
moving again. Take an active role in keeping up with the beat.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Pay attention to the news 
today, Libra. Be sure to check not just the mainstream 
news but also the offbeat independent publications 
and websites. Question what you hear and read. Take 

an active role in increasing your knowledge of the world. Take re-
sponsibility for your citizenship by keeping an eye on what’s going 
on. Information is an important aspect of power.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today is a great day to 
go out and get things done, Scorpio. You might find 
that you’re a bit indecisive, but don’t sweat it. Don’t 
feel like you have to make any great commitments. 
You’ll do fine jumping around from lily pad to lily pad. 

Get yourself into the open and express what’s on your mind. En-
gage in some sort of physical activity that gets your circulation 
going.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The name of the 
game for you today is action, Sagittarius. The air seems 
to get clearer, and it feels as if a weight has been lifted 
off you. You might notice a sudden burst of physical 

energy urging you to get out and go for a long bike ride. Feel the 
wind blowing through your hair. Or release your pent-up emotions 
on the soccer field in a fast-paced game with your friends.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Take some of that 
knowledge you’ve picked up and processed over 
the past few weeks and spread it around, Capricorn. 
It’s time to put your communication skills to work. 

You’ll find that your emotions are strongly tied to your actions 
today, and that things will take on a much lighter tone than they 
have in the past few days. Take deep breaths and release that 
pent-up tension.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your physical stamina 
is apt to be quite strong today, Aquarius. You should 
consider going to the gym to release some of that 
pent-up energy. Engage in a sport or something that 

involves strategy and good coordination. Pick up a tennis racquet 
or join a basketball game. You’ll find that your high level of energy 
will be the key to coming out on top.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Take a break from the 
seriousness that has prevailed over the past couple 
days, Pisces. You’ll find that upbeat conversations 
are the way to navigate through today’s waters. You 

might notice that communication is more active and that words 
are especially effective. Talk and people will listen. Listen and 
people will talk. The exchange of ideas is critical on a day like this.

ASTRO-PREDICTION
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Four-pronged strategy to 
double farmers’ income – Modi 

23 held after five ‘child-lifters’ lynched in Maharashtra 

CBI arrests MES chief engineer, five 
others; INR 1.21 cr. bribe recovered

NCERT suggests opening 
schools in minority areas

Govt. has done what it had to with ‘utmost sincerity’ for Air India – Modi 

Mission 2019: BJP, Congress 
presidents target UP

Cauvery authority directs Karnataka to release 31 tmcft water to TN

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

PTI

Vadi community members stage a protest against the alleged lynching of a woman from their community 
by a mob in Ahmedabad on Monday.

New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday said 
his government has a 
four-pronged strategy to 
double farmers’ income 
by 2022, while reiterating 
that farmers would be 
given Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) of 1.5 times 
of the input cost for noti-
fied crops.

In an interview to 
Sw a r a j y a  m a g a z i n e, 
Modi also said the farm-
ers would also get more 
opportunities to get the 
right price for their crops 
through the e-NAM ini-
tiative. 

He said there was 
a need to augment the 
sources of income and 
decrease the risks to 
make the farmers pros-
perous, for which his 
government had fixed 
the aim of doubling their 
income by 2022.

“We are following a 
four-pronged strategy to 
achieve the goal of dou-
bling farmers’ income: 
decrease the input costs, 
ensure proper prices for 
the produce, ensure min-
imal harvest and post-
harvest losses, and create 
more avenues for income 
generation,” he said.

“If you focus closely 

on our policy interven-
tions, they are aimed at 
helping farmers at every 
step - ‘Beej Se Bazaar 
Tak’ (from the seed to the 
market). 

“Not only will  the 
farmers get minimum 
support price of 1.5 times 
their cost, they also have 
more avenues to get the 
right price with the help 
of e-NAM (the electron-
ic National Agricultural 
Market, which provides 
price, production and 
market information to 

farmers),” he said.
The Prime Minister 

also said the BJP-led NDA 
government had allo-
cated INR 2.12 lakh crore 
to agriculture in the five-
year period against INR 
1.21 lakh crore by previ-
ous Congress-led UPA 
government.

“But unlike them, our 
initiatives do not stay 
limited to the files, but 
enter the field,” he told 
the magazine. 

Modi also said that 
farmers were “forced” to 

do farming in unscien-
tific ways during the UPA 
rule.

“They (farmers) had 
to often bear the brunt 
of lathis for obtaining 
urea, they did not have 
a proper crop insurance 
cover, nor did they get 
proper prices for their 
produce,” he said.

“To make farming 
scientific, farmers are 
now equipped with soil 
health cards. Shortage 
and scarcity of urea is a 
thing of past and neem-
coated urea is improving 
productivity. Now the 
farmer has a holistic crop 
insurance cover with PM 
Fasal Bima Yojana.”

Modi also urged the 
private sector to increase 
investment in agriculture 
as its share is only 1.75 per 
cent of total investment. 

“From technology to 
food processing and from 
modern machinery to 
research, there is huge 
scope for the private sec-
tor. If the market sav-
viness and global best 
practices orientation of 
the private sector meet 
the hard work and deter-
mination of our farmers, 
it is a win-win for both 
the farmers and the pri-
vate sector,” he said.

Mumbai, July 2 (PTI): 
Twenty-three people were 
arrested in connection 
with the lynching of five 
people by a mob in Dhule 
district over suspicion that 
they were members of a 
gang of “child-lifters”, a 
senior police officer said 
today.

“We have arrested 
23 people in connection 
with the incident. A few 
more have been identified 
and five teams have been 
formed to nab them,” 
Dhule Superintendent of 
Police (SP) M Ramkumar 
told PTI.

The incident took 
place yesterday and all the 
five victims were identi-
fied, the IPS officer said.

“Al l  the  deceased 
hailed from Solapur and 
belonged to a nomadic 
community. They had 
come in search of liveli-
hood due to a drought-like 
situation in their district,” 
he added.

Those arrested have 
been booked under IPC 
section 302 (murder) and 
the sections pertaining to 
rioting.

The incident took 
place at the tribal hamlet 
of Rainpada, 25 km from 
Pimpalner in Dhule dis-
trict, the police said.

The five victims, along 
with a few others, were 
seen getting off a state 
transport bus at Rainpada, 
they added.

New Delhi, July 2 (PTI): 
The CBI has arrested a 
Kochi-based chief engi-
neer of the Military Engi-
neering Services and five 
others and recovered an 
alleged bribe of INR 1.21 
crore, officials said here 
today.

Searches were con-
ducted in 20 locations, 
including the home of 
Rakesh Kumar Garg, who 
is posted as chief engi-
neer (naval works) MES 
in Kochi, they said.

The raids, which be-
gan yesterday, covered 
several cities, including 
Delhi, Kochi, Ajmer and 
Kolkata.

During the searches, 
an additional recovery 
of INR 3.97 rore and six 
kilograms of gold biscuits 
was made by the agency, 
the sources said. 

The searches were 

made after the agency 
received inputs that Garg 
was “collecting and de-
manding illegal gratifi-
cation of 1 per cent of 
contract amount from 
the contractors for issu-
ing various civil contracts 
in the Kochi naval base”, 
officials said. 

Garg allegedly de-
manded INR 83 lakh from 
a Kolkata-based builder, 
Pushkar Bhasin, and INR 
89 lakh from Ajmer-based 
builder Praful Jain, who 
had jointly won a con-
tract worth INR 177.33 
crore in April this year 
for constructing accom-
modation for sailors in 
Mundamveli, Kochi. 

While Bhasin had 
already handed INR 83 
lakh to Khanna, Praful 
Jain arranged INR 38 
lakh through a relative in 
Ajmer, Subodh Jain, the 

FIR said.
The agency arrested 

the accused after re-
covering INR 1.21 crore 
when the alleged bribe 
was being exchanged, 
officials said.

It was also alleged 
that a conduit, Kochi 
contractor Kanav Khan-
na, was receiving bribes 
on his behalf.

It is learnt that the 
bribe money is usually 
handed over to Kanav 
Khanna through hawala 
route and through direct 
payment by private con-
tractors, the agency has 
alleged.

The illicit money 
was initially parked in 
Khanna’s home. He then 
transferred it to the resi-
dence of Garg’s brother 
Sanjeev Kumar Agarwal, 
either himself or through 
his associates, it said.

New Delhi, July 2 (PTI): The 
NCERT has recommended 
opening schools in minor-
ity populated areas and giving 
their culture due representa-
tion in curriculum to address 
various problems like dis-
crimination and harassment of 
minority community children.

The National Council of 
Education Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) has also suggest-
ed that festivals related to reli-
gious minorities be celebrated 
in schools.

Besides some “general 
issues of discrimination and 
harassment faced by children 
of minorities, minority chil-
dren go through some other 
modes of discrimination like 
a different school and class-
room environment, cultural 
and religious domination”, 
according to a manual draft-
ed for the purpose by the 
NCERT.

The council has also rec-

ommended sensitisation of all 
teachers to issues of cultural 
and religious diversity, espe-
cially in relation to religious 
minorities.

“Children of minorities at 
times find the prayers in the 
school assemblies and picture 
of Gods and Goddesses on 
the walls alien to them as un-
friendly environment. 

“Sometimes comments 
on food habits are found to be 
offensive by one or the other 
community. Some of the com-
munity members may find 
different uniform as undesir-
able,” it said. 

It recommended that due 
representation of minorities 
culture in curriculum and 
pedagogical processes.

Urdu medium schools 
should be established in Mus-
lim concentrated areas where 
the language is likely to be the 
mother tongue of children, the 
manual said. 

New Delhi, July 2 (PTI): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has said the 
government has done what it had to 
with “utmost sincerity” for Air India 
and emphasised the need to differ-
entiate between lack of response to 
one sale offer and a policy decision.

The government has cleared 
sale of Air India and several other 
loss-making public sector compa-
nies but that they are yet to be sold 
is the “result of timing and process, 
Modi said.

His remarks come against the 
backdrop of the government’s pro-
posal for strategic disinvestment of 
debt-laden Air India failing to attract 

any bidders.
“As for Air India, the government 

has done what it had to with utmost 
sincerity. You have to differentiate 
between the lack of response to one 
sale offer and a policy decision,” 
Modi said in an interview to ‘Swara-
jya’ magazine.

This is also the first time that the 
prime minister has commented on 
Air India after the disinvestment 
proposal failed to take off in May.

Responding to queries that the 
government does not seem too keen 
on privatisation, Modi also said 
that “at the Cabinet level, we have 
cleared the sale of not only Air India 

but several other (loss-making) pub-
lic sector units”.

“This itself is historical in many 
ways; that they are yet to be sold is 
the result of timing and process. We 
don’t want to make a sale where we 
will be accused of selling something 
for X amount when we could have 
got more. But the policy decisions 
for strategic sales have already been 
taken”.

Under the proposed plan, the 
government was to sell 76 per cent 
stake in Air India along with com-
plete divestment of low-cost arm Air 
India Express and a 50 per cent stake 
in Air India SATS Airport Services Pvt 

Ltd -- an equal joint venture with 
Singapore’s SATS.

On June 20, the civil aviation 
ministry had said the government 
was committed to strategic disin-
vestment of Air India and that a 
plan was being prepared to run the 
airline efficiently.

The loss-making airline’s market 
share stood at 12.8 per cent in May, 
as per official data.

At the end of March 2017, the 
carrier had a debt burden of around 
INR 48,877 crore. Out of the total 
amount, INR 17,360 crore was re-
lated to aircraft and INR 31,517 crore 
pertained to working capital loans.

Lucknow, July 2 (PTI): After Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi sounded the 
election bugle in Uttar Pradesh last 
week, the BJP and Congress presi-
dents will be in the state to feel the 
pulse of the people and party workers 
for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

While Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi will be on a two-day visit 
to his parliamentary constituency 
Amethi from July 4, during which 
he is likely to meet party workers 
and attend several programmes, 
BJP president Amit Shah will be in 
Varanasi, Mirzapur and Agra on the 
same dates.

Gandhi will visit the family of a 
Muslim farmer who died in May at 
a government procurement centre 
while waiting for four days in scorch-
ing heat to sell his produce.

“The death of farmers showed 
apathetic attitude of state govern-
ment. He died waiting for days to sell 
his produce. 

Rahulji will certainly visit his 
house and meet his family mem-
bers,” Congress MLC Deepak Singh 
said, adding that no BJP leader has 
visited the farmer’s home.

According to BJP leaders, Shah 
will try to feel the pulse of the peo-
ple in the state in a meeting with 
Lok Sabha in-charges of Kashi, 
Gorakhpur and Awadh regions on 
July 4.

Shah will also address a social 
media workers’ meet organised by 
the party’s IT cell and give “winning 
tips” to the workers, a senior BJP 
leader said.

“Anyone active on social media 
can attend the meeting. For that, pri-
or registration will continue till today. 

The party chief will be interacting 
with the participants,” the head of 
BJP’s IT cell, Sanjay Rai, said.

The meet assumes significance as 
the BJP would be using social media 

platforms to “aggressively” counter 
what he said was the opposition’s 
propaganda.

In Agra on July 5, Shah will attend 
an intellectuals’ meet and take feed-
back from Lok Sabha in-charges.

The BJP swept Uttar Pradesh in 
2014, winning 73 of its 80 Lok Sabha 
seats.

Shah will also be reviewing the 
performance of Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath’s government amid talk 
of a reshuffle.

The party witnessed humiliating 
defeats in Adityanath’s Gorakhpur 
Lok Sabha constituency and Deputy 
CM Keshav Prasad Maurya’s Kaush-
ambi constituency as well as Kairana 
parliamentary and Noorpur assem-
bly bypolls.

Modi virtually kicked off the elec-
tion campaign on June 28 with a pub-
lic rally in Maghar town in Sant Kabir 
Nagar district, when he slammed 
the opposition, saying some parties 
want unrest by creating doubts in 
the minds of the people for political 
gains.

He is likely to visit UP again on 
July 14-15, when he will attend public 
meetings in Azamgarh and his con-
stituency, Varanasi, besides laying the 
foundation stone of the Purvanchal 
expressway.

Preparations for the PM’s visit 
are underway in Azamgarh parlia-
mentary constituency, which is rep-
resented by senior Samajwadi Party 
leader Mulayam Singh Yadav. He will, 
however, contest from Mainpuri this 
time.

The PM had also taken a swipe at 
the Samajwadi Party and the Bahujan 
Samaj Party stating that those who 
always talk of ‘samajwad’ and ‘bahu-
jan’ are “extremely selfish” and they 
don’t see the welfare of society but 
only the welfare of themselves and 
their families.

New Delhi, July 2 (IANS): The 
Cauvery Water Management Au-
thority, which held its first meet-
ing on Monday amidst reports 
of Karntaka planning to appeal 
in the Supreme Court against its 
formation, directed Karnataka 
to release about 31 tmcft water 
to Tamil Nadu in July.

“The quantum of water 
which has been in the tribunal 
award after adjusting what-
ever has been the surplus in the 
month of June that would be 
released by Karnataka,” Central 
Water Commission (CWC) and 
CWMA Chairman S. Masood 
Husain told reporters after the 
meeting.

As per the tribunal’s order, 
the tentative monthly deliveries 
during a normal year indicate 
34 tmcft water to be released 
to Tamil Nadu in July. Officials 
at CWC inform that the excess 
water received by Tamil Nadu in 
June due to good monsoon was 
excess by more than 3 tmcft.

Husain said the first meet-
ing of the authority was held 
in a “cordial atmosphere” and 

it marked a historic moment 
after a long period of litigation. 
The meeting was attended by 
all four party states -- Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Puducherry.

In the nine-member CWMA 
chaired by CWC Chairman, 
Karnataka is represented by its 
Principal Secretary, Water Re-
sources, Rakesh Singh and Tamil 
Nadu government by Principal 
Secretary, Public Works Depart-
ment, S.K. Prabakar. Kerala Wa-
ter Resources Secretary Tinku 
Biswal and Puducherry Develop-
ment Commissioner-cum-PWD 
Secretary A. Anbarasu were also 
present.

On whether Karnataka will 
follow the CWMA’s direction, 
Husain said he is hopeful that all 
party states will cooperate in the 
implementation of the tribunal 
award. Going by the deliberation 
at the meeting on Monday, he 
said he is fully confident about 
the award’s implementation.

“This is the decision of the 
authority and as the monsoon 
has been normal, we hope the 

reservoirs in Karnataka would be 
receiving the normal inflow and 
we hope that Karnataka would 
be able to release this amount. I 
do not see any lack of coopera-
tion from any side,” he said.

The meeting discussed rules 
of business, required staff and 
structure, infrastructure like 
offices, format for maintain-
ing data like inflow, outflow, 
withdrawals, cropping pattern, 
implementation status of the 
tribunal’s award for June and 
realisation at Biligundlu site on 
inter-state border.

“The authority directed 
Karnataka to ensure the bal-
ance quantity for July 2018 at 
Biligundlu adjusting the excess 
quantity of water realised by 
Tamil Nadu at Biligundlu in 
June 2018 subject to the assess-
ment and recommendation by 
the regulation committee.” the 
Chairman said.

In case of Puducherry, the 
authority directed that the ex-
isting arrangement for the sup-
ply of water to Puducherry by 
Tamil Nadu will continue. The 

authority unanimously decided 
to request CWC for a proposal 
to set up the communication 
network to assess hydrological 
conditions.

While the authority is yet 
to decide the date for its next 
meeting, the Cauvery Water 
Regulation Commitee (CWRC) 
will meet on Thursday (July 5) to 
look into whatever the mandate 
it has been assigned and the is-
sues referred to the committee 
by the authority.

Husain said that as per the 
gazette notification, the office of 
the authority will be establised in 
Delhi and for this the authroity 
has planned to approach the 
Union Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Reju-
venation Ministry for a separate 
office for the authority.

“This was the first meeting 
and we were more focussed on 
making the rules of business. 
Considering the states’ spirit of 
cooperation at the meeting, I be-
lieve a new era of water coopera-
tion has started in the country,” 
he said.

When one of them apparently tried to 
speak to a six-year-old girl, the villagers, 
who had gathered there for the weekly 
Sunday market, pounced on them, 
thrashing them with stones, sticks and 
chappals.

According to the police, rumours that a 
gang of child-lifters was active in the area 
were doing the rounds of social media.

Maharashtra Congress chief Ashok 
Chavan alleged that the lynching incident 
in Dhule was a result of the “inefficiency” 
of the BJP-led state government and po-
lice administration.

“In a similar incident in Jalgaon dis-
trict, a BJP MLA was part of a mob assault 
on some people, who were thought to 
be child-lifters,” the former Maharashtra 
chief minister said.

Meanwhile, video clips of the pur-
ported incident, aired by some TV chan-
nels, showed the victims being thrashed 
with slippers, before being dragged to the 
Rainpada gram panchayat office, where 
they were beaten up with sticks.

Minors were also seen punching, 
kicking and dragging the victims by their 
collars. In one of the clips, a victim was 
seen pleading for help, while the blood-
ied bodies of the other four were lying on 
the floor. Earlier this month, two persons 
were lynched at Chandgaon village in Va-
jipur taluka of Aurangabad on suspicion 
of being robbers.

Similar cases have also been reported 
from various other states, including As-
sam, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat 
and Telangana, in the recent past.

Rainy day women 

Commuters make their way across a street during heavy rain in Ahmedabad on Monday.
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News IN BrIef
2 Bangladesh Air Force pilots killed 
in training aircraft crash
Dhaka, July 2 (PTI): Two Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) 
pilots were killed when a China-made training aircraft 
crashed into a lake soon after it took off from an airbase 
in southwestern Bangladesh. The K-8W training aircraft 
crashed last evening into an oxbow lake near the BAF Base 
Matiur Rahman in Jashore district while it was on a night 
training mission, a defence ministry spokesman said. Locals 
heard two loud bangs and saw a plane plunging into the 
water and oil floating up. 

20 killed in road accident in Tanzania
Arusha Tanzania, July 2 (IANS): At least 20 people were 
killed and 45 injured in a road accident in south-western 
Tanzania’s region of Mbeya on Sunday, police said. Mussa 
Taibu, Mbeya Regional Police Commander, confirmed 
the accident, saying it happened at Mbalizi Hill on the 
outskirts of Mbeya city in the afternoon and involved three 
commuter buses and a truck, Xinhua reported. Taibu said 
that the accident occurred when a truck carrying a container 
rammed into a commuter mini-bus and killed 20 people on 
the spot. After hitting the first mini-bus, the truck got out of  
the way and hit other two mini-buses before plunging into 
a river, said Taibu.

Malaysia expands Cabinet, appoints 
youngest-ever minister
Kuala Lumpur, July 2 (PTI/AP): Another 13 lawmakers 
have been appointed to Malaysia’s cabinet, including a 
25-year-old touted as the country’s youngest minister, and 
a science minister who will focus on green technology and 
climate change. The cabinet expansion comes nearly two 
months after Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad led a 
four-party alliance to oust the National Front coalition 
that has been in power since independence from Britain 
in 1957 on the back of pledges to fight corruption and 
institute reforms. It is the second stint for Mahathir, who 
was premier for 22 years until 2003, and is now the world’s 
oldest elected leader.

N Korea, US hold working-level talks
Seoul, July 2 (IANS): North Korea and the US held 
working-level talks at the inter-Korean border village 
of  Panmunjom ahead of  US Secretary of  State Mike 
Pompeo’s visit to Pyongyang later this week. North Korean 
Vice Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui and US Ambassador 
to the Philippines Sung Kim met at the Tongilgak in 
Panmunjom for about one and a half hours on Sunday, 
Yonhap news agency reported citing sources. Choe and 
Kim were estimated to have discussed various issues 
between the US and North Korea, including Pompeo’s 
visit on Friday. 

More than 270,000 displaced by 
southern Syria fighting — UN
Amman, July 2 (PTI/AFP): A regime offensive in 
southern Syria has forced more than 270,000 people from 
their homes, the United Nations said today. “We were 
expecting the number of displaced in southern Syria to 
reach 200,000, but it has already exceeded 270,000 people 
in record time,” said Mohammad Hawari, the spokesman 
for UN refugee agency UNHCR in Amman. Nearly two 
weeks of ferocious air strikes and barrel bombing have seen 
regime forces retake swathes of rebel-held territory in the 
southern province of Daraa.

EU gives stark warning to US over 
auto tariffs
Brussels, July 2 (PTI/AFP): The European Union warned 
today that up to USD 294 billion worth of US exports 
would face counter-measures if President Donald Trump 
went through with his threat to slap duties on auto imports.  
Trump has singled out the Europeans as a problem as 
great to the US on trade as China and laid out threats to 
fight the EU with a 20 per cent duty on EU auto imports, a 
particular source of his scorn. Trump’s threat was the latest 
salvo in an escalating trade war that saw the EU slap duties 
on US-made jeans and Harley Davidson motorcycles in 
a tit-for-tat response to US tariffs on European steel and 
aluminium exports.

No relief on cards for ex-PM Zia as 
Bangla SC extends stay on bail
Dhaka, July 2 (PTI): Bangladesh’s Supreme Court today 
upheld its order that stayed the bail granted by the High 
Court to former prime minister Khaleda Zia in a 2015 
murder case, dealing a blow to the imprisoned leader.  The 
decision means that the 72-year-old three-time former 
premier and opposition leader will have to stay in jail for 
at least another month, even if she secures bail in other 
cases, bdnews24 reported. Zia, the chairperson of  the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), was jailed for five 
years in February in connection with the embezzlement of  
21 million taka (about USD 250,000) in foreign donations 
meant for the Zia Orphanage Trust, named after her late 
husband Ziaur Rahman, a military ruler-turned-politician.

Merkel’s interior minister ‘offers to 
resign’ over migrant issue
Berlin, July 2 (IANS): The future of German Chancellor 
Angela Merkels ruling coalition is hanging in the balance 
after Interior Minister Horst Seehofer offered his resignation 
after weeks of battling to change her mind on migrant 
policy. Seehofer, who is also leader of the Christian Social 
Union (CSU), on Sunday night offered to step down from 
his ministerial role and party leadership in a closed-door 
meeting in which he and fellow CSU leaders had debated 
the merits of the migration deal Merkel hammered out with 
fellow EU leaders in Brussels.

Kabul, July 2 (PTI): Afghanistan President 
Ashraf Ghani today mourned the deaths 
of 19 Afghans, including 17 Sikhs, in a 
targeted suicide attack by an Islamic State 
bomber in the eastern city of Jalalabad 
that also killed the only candidate of the 
Afghan parliament election from the mi-
nority community. 

“We mourn their deaths as a nation 
and remind their loved ones that we 
are there for them. I offer our heartfelt 
condolences to their families and friends 
as we grieve together,” President Ghani 
tweeted.

The victims when on their way to 
meet the president when a suicide 
bomber targeted their convoy in Jalala-
bad yesterday, killing 19 people, includ-
ing 17 Sikhs.

The Islamic State group claimed 
responsibility for the attack, saying the 
strike targeting a group of “polytheists” 

was carried out by its Khorasan unit.
Avtar Singh Khalsa, a longtime leader 

of the Sikh community who had planned 
to run in the parliamentary elections 
set for October, was killed in the attack. 
Prominent Afghan social activist Rawail 
Singh was also among the victims.

“Our hearts are broken for the families 
of our fellow Afghans who were lost in the 
Jalalabad attack. I am saddened at the loss 
of our proud and resilient Sikh Afghans. I 
had the honour of interacting with some 
of them many times in the past,” Ghani 
said.

“I ask my fellow Afghans to extend a 
hand to those in need, and I will do eve-
rything to help to get through these hard 
times,” he added. 

The Sikh community members have 
asked the government to investigate 
the attack and bring the perpetrators to 
justice.

Nay Pyi Taw, July 2 (IANS): A Myanmar 
court on Monday concluded the pre-
trial hearing in the case of two Reuters 
reporters accused of violating the Official 
Secrets Act while investigating the killing 
of 10 Rohingyas in Rakhine state.

Prosecutors and defence lawyers 
presented their arguments before the 
judge, who will decide on July 9 whether 
the reporters, Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, 
should be charged, Efe news reported.

After the conclusion of hearings that 
began in January, the detainees left the 
court handcuffed and surrounded by 
police before returning to prison, the 
report said.

The violation of the colonial-era Of-
ficial Secrets Act carries a prison sentence 
of up to 14 years.

The reporters were detained on De-
cember 12, 2017 after meeting two police 
officers who they say gave them some 
documents. 

The reporters were investigating the 

deaths of some 10 Rohingyas whose 
bodies were discovered in a mass grave 
in the village of Inn Din, for which seven 
Myanmar soldiers were later sentenced to 
10 years in jail with hard labour.

The killings took place during a My-
anmar military crackdown following an 
attack by Rohingya rebels who targeted 
security forces outposts in Rakhine state 
on August 25, 2017. This led to more 
than 700,000 members of the Rohingya 
community fleeing to neighbouring 
Bangladesh.

Senior representatives of the UN 
described the military campaign against 
the Rohingyas as “ethnic cleansing” with 
“signs of genocide”.

The Myanmar government denies all 
allegations and justifies the military cam-
paign as a legitimate response to terror. 

Myanmar considers the Rohingyas 
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants and sub-
jects them to various restrictions, includ-
ing limiting their freedom of movement.

Manila, July 2 (IANS): A 
controversial provincial 
city mayor in the Philip-
pines known for parading 
drug suspects in public 
was shot dead during a 
flag-raising ceremony on 
Monday.

Tanauan City Mayor 
Antonio Halili was de-
clared dead on arrival at 
a hospital from a single 
bullet wound to the chest, 
sustained as he and civil 
servants sang the national 
anthem during a ceremo-
ny in city hall in Batangas 
province southwest of Ma-
nila.

Police Superintend-
ent Renato Mercado told 
CNN that a video showed 

scenes of panic seconds 
after the shot was fired. 
Halili was seen standing 
in a line with government 
employees as the flag was 
raised. Suddenly, a single 
shot rang out followed by 
screams and chaos.

The mayor’s security 
returned fire, according 
to state media Philippines 
News Agency (PNA), caus-
ing panic as government 
officials and staff ran for 
cover.

The police official 
said Halili was killed by a 
sniper. 

Another investigator 
told a radio station that 
a high-powered rifle was 
used in the attack.

The mayor had gained 
prominence for imple-
menting a “walk of shame” 
for drug suspects in 2016 
where he paraded them 
for people to see and 
then in 2017 when he was 
linked by the government 
to illegal drugs.

Gerry Laresma, the 
government employee 
who shot the video, told 
PNA that Halili had re-
ceived death threats be-
cause of his strong anti-
crime push.

“We are shocked, we 
are saddened,” Vice Mayor 
Jhoanna Villamor, who 
was standing next to Halili, 
told radio station DZBB 
after the shooting.

Mexico City, July 2 (PTI/AFP): 
Anti-establishment leftist Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador swept to 
victory in Mexico’s presidential 
election today, in a political sea 
change driven by voters’ anger 
over endemic corruption and 
brutal violence. 

The sharp-tongued, silver-
haired politician known as 
“AMLO” won 53 percent of the 
vote, according to an official pro-
jection of the results.

It is the first time in Mexico’s 
modern history a candidate has 
won more than half the vote in 
a competitive election, and a 
resounding rejection of the two 
parties that have governed the 
country for nearly a century.

“This is a historic day, and 
it will be a memorable night,” 
Lopez Obrador said in a victory 
speech in Mexico City’s Alameda 
park, as thousands of ecstatic 
supporters flooded the capital’s 
central district, chanting “Yes we 
did!” and partying to mariachi 
music.

Lopez Obrador, 64, sought 
to downplay fears of radical-
ism, after critics branded him a 
“tropical Messiah” who would 
install Venezuela-style policies 
that could wreck Latin America’s 
second-largest economy.

“Our new national project 
seeks an authentic democracy. 
We are not looking to construct 
a dictatorship, either open or 
hidden,” he told cheering sup-
porters, promising to safeguard 
freedoms, respect the private 
sector and work to reconcile a 
divided nation.

He also vowed to pursue a 
relationship of “friendship and 
cooperation” with the United 
States, Mexico’s key trading part-
ner -- a change in tone from some 

comments during the campaign, 
when he said he would put US 
President Donald Trump “in his 
place.” Trump, whose anti-trade, 
anti-immigration policies have 
infuriated Mexico, appeared 
ready to start off on the right foot.

“I look very much forward 
to working with him,” he tweet-
ed. “There is much to be done 
that will benefit both the United 
States and Mexico!” Canada’s 
Justin Trudeau echoed the con-
gratulations while emphasizing 
his country’s work with Mexico 
to renegotiate the NAFTA trade 
pact -- an effort that has stalled 
over attempts to satisfy Trump’s 

demands.
“Canada and Mexico are 

close friends and longtime part-
ners. We share common goals, 
strong people to people ties, and 
a mutually beneficial trading re-
lationship that is the envy of the 
world,” Trudeau said.

Lopez Obrador successfully 
tapped voters’ anger over a seem-
ingly never-ending series of cor-
ruption scandals and horrific 
violence that left a record 25,000 
murders last year -- an orgy of 
bloodshed fueled by the coun-
try’s powerful drug cartels.

His coalition -- led by the 
Morena party he launched in 

2014 -- appeared to be on track 
for a strong showing in state and 
congressional races as well, win-
ning six of the day’s nine gover-
nor’s races, according to exit polls.

That included Mexico City, 
where a woman was elected for 
the first time ever, the scientist 
and environmentalist Claudia 
Sheinbaum.

Two other states were too 
close to call, according to polling 
firm Mitofsky.

Lopez Obrador’s coalition 
will have a majority in the lower 
house, and possibly in the Senate 
as well, according to the firm’s exit 
polls -- a coup for a party contest-

ing its first national elections.
Runner-up Ricardo Anaya of 

the conservative National Action 
Party (PAN) and third-place can-
didate Jose Antonio Meade of the 
ruling Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) both congratulated 
Lopez Obrador and wished him 
success.

It is a major shift in Mexican 
politics: the PRI and PAN have 
governed for nearly a century, 
and Lopez Obrador will be the 
country’s first leftist president in 
recent history when he takes of-
fice on December 1.

After a campaign of lofty but 
vague promises, Mexico is now 
keen to see what the change will 
actually look like.

In his victory speech, Lopez 
Obrador cited one overriding 
priority: eradicating the country’s 
festering corruption.

“We are absolutely convinced 
that (corruption) is the cause 
of our social and economic in-
equalities, and corruption also 
unleashed the violence our coun-
try is suffering,” he said.

It will not be easy, warned 
Mark Weisbrot, co-director of the 
Center for Economic and Policy 
Research in Washington.

“That will be one of his big-
gest challenges, given the power 
of the drug cartels and their con-
nections to government and the 
armed forces,” he said.

“There is a very entrenched, 
corrupt and powerful political 
class.” The incoming president’s 
fans were undeterred.

“I’m here to celebrate Lopez 
Obrador’s triumph, the new 
transformation in our country,” 
said one supporter, Omar Ibarra.  
But Mexicans are deeply divided 
over Lopez Obrador, who was 
making his third presidential bid.

Dhaka, July 2 (PTI): UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres today 
said that Rohingya refugees were 
facing “a humanitarian and human 
rights nightmare” after he heard 
unimaginable accounts of atrocities 
on them during a visit to crammed 
camps in southeastern Bangladesh 
where thousands of the persecuted 
ethnic minority Muslims have 
taken refuge, fleeing their homes in 
Myanmar.

The Rohingya Muslims had fled 
their home in Buddhist dominated 
western Rakhine state of Myan-
mar to escape the assaults by the 
country’s security forces, who were 
accused of rape, killing, torture and 
arson. 

The latest exodus began on Au-

gust 25 last year following a military 
crackdown, which drove out over 
700,000 Rohingyas in subsequent 
months. 

“In Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, I’ve 
just heard unimaginable accounts of 
killing and rape from Rohingya refu-
gees who recently fled Myanmar,” 
the UN chief tweeted after visiting 
the refugee camps along with World 
Bank President Jim Yong Kim.

Guterres described the situa-
tion as “a humanitarian and human 
rights nightmare” and said his visit is 
a “mission of solidarity with Rohing-
yas refugees and the communities 
supporting them .

The UN chief’s visit came in 
the wake of Bangladesh pushing 
for more support for the Rohingya 

refugees whose camps are at risk of 
being washed away in the monsoon 
season. 

Acknowledging the concern, 
Guterres said, The safety of the 
Rohingya refugees during this mon-
soon season is priority one...As 
many as 200,000 (of them) need to 
be relocated...We cannot allow the 
monsoons to wash away the hopes 
of the Rohingya refugees I met today 
in Bangladesh. 

He further said, The compassion 
and generosity of the Bangladeshi 
people shows the best of humanity 
and saved many thousands of lives.” 

Bangladesh is currently shelter-
ing over a million Rohingyas.

According to international NGO, 
Doctors Without Borders, at least 

9,400 Rohingya were killed in Ra-
khine since the Myanmar army 
launched the crackdown which the 
UN described as a textbook example 
of ethnic cleansing and global rights 
group called genocide .

Myanmar stripped the Rohing-
yas of citizenship and branded 
them as illegal immigrants from 
Bangladesh. 

Earlier this year, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar had reached an agree-
ment for safe and dignified return 
of the Rohingyas. However, Dhaka 
accused its neighbour of taking little 
step to implement the pact.

The United Nations had also 
struck an outline deal with Myanmar 
two months ago for return of the 
persecuted ethnic muslims safely 

and by choice. But media reports 
suggested that the agreement pro-
vided no explicit guarantee of their 
citizenship or freedom of movement 
in Myanmar. 

Meanwhile, some 100 Rohing-
yas staged a protest just before 
Guterres’s visit saying they were un-
happy about a UN deal with Myan-
mar to assess the ground conditions 
for their possible return.

The International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC) president, Peter 
Maurer, who had visited the camps 
yesterday had said he did not believe 
returns should start any time soon 
as the condition in Rakhine was not 
yet conducive for the Rohingyas’ safe 
repatriation.

“I think there is still a lot of work 

to do till large scale repatriation is 
a realistic possibility...Much more 
has to happen in terms of recep-
tion structure, preparations, also 
preparation of the communities to 
receive again those who came (to 
Bangladesh) from Myanmar,” Mau-
rer had said.

The Red Cross chief’s Bangladesh 
tour followed his Myanmar visit 
where he said, he saw abandoned 
villages and destroyed houses. 

Earlier in May, an UN Security 
Council delegation had visited Ra-
khine and met the refugees who 
gave detailed accounts of the kill-
ings, rape and torching of villages by 
Myanmar’s military, the allegations 
vehemently denied by the Bhud-
dhist-dominated nation.

Afghan President mourns 
killing of 19 citizens, including 
17 Sikhs in ISIS attack

Reuters reporters case: Myanmar 
concludes six-month pre-trial hearing

Philippines city mayor who 
shamed drug suspects shot dead

Leftist ‘AMLO’ sweeps to Mexican presidency

Atrocities on Rohingyas unimaginable — UN chief after visiting cramped camps in B’desh

AP/PTI

Members of the Sikh community carry the coffin of one of their relatives killed in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, 
Monday, July 2, 2018. The Islamic State group has claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing in eastern 
Afghanistan that killed over a dozen people, mostly Sikhs, and Hindus.

AP/PTI

 Presidential candidate Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador waves to supporters as he gives his first victory speech at his campaign 
headquarters at the Hilton hotel in Mexico City, Sunday, July 1, 2018. Lopez Obrador has claimed victory in Mexico’s presidential 
election, calling for reconciliation. At left is his wife,Beatriz Gutierrez Muller. 
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Liam Payne splits with girlfriend Cheryl Tweedy
Former One Direction star Liam Payne, who jetted back to London to be with lady-
love Cheryl Tweedy to celebrate her birthday, has now announced his split with her 
after more than two years of togetherness. The couple, who first went public with their 
romance in 2015, announced their split on Twitter on Sunday, reports people.com.
“Cheryl and I are sad to announce that we are going our separate ways,” wrote 
Payne, 24. “It’s been a tough decision for us to make.” Mentioning their son Bear, who 
celebrated his first birthday on March 22, Payne said: “We still have so much love for 
each other as a family. Bear is our world and we ask that you respect his privacy as we 
navigate our way through this together.” At the same time, Tweedy, 35, posted a similar 
announcement on Twitter. Payne and Tweedy’s romance owes its origins to the “X Fac-
tor” UK.  (IANS)

D
ave Grohl says he 
wouldn’t be able to 
play live with Rush if 
he was ever asked as 
he’s not “physically or 

musically capable” 
Guitarist Alex Lifeson reported 

in January that the band had “no 
plans to tour or record any more” 
and later added: “We’re basically 
done. After 41 years, we felt it was 
enough.”

The decision to call it a day was 
partly down to drummer Neil Peart, 
who retired after the band’s final 

tour in 2015. 
And asked by Rolling Stone what 

he would do if Lifeson and vocalist 
and bassist Geddy Lee asked him to 
tour with them, Grohl says: “I would 
say, ‘I’m not physically or musically 
capable, but thanks for the offer.’

 “Neil Peart – that’s a whole other 
animal, another species of drum-
mer. I know the arrangements, but 
I’m like Meg White to Neil Peart. 
And she’s one of my favourite drum-
mers! 

 “She’s my daughter’s favourite 
drummer, too. My daughter plays 

drums to two types 
of music: White 
Stripes and AC/DC. 
I’m like, ‘That’s exactly 
what you need to be do-
ing.’”

Grohl and Foos drummer 
Taylor Hawkins inducted Rush 
into The Rock And Roll Hall of Fame 
back in 2013. 

In December last year, Rush’s 
classic 1977 album A Farewell To 
Kings was reissued to mark the 
record’s 40th anniversary.

Loudersound

“B
ig Bang Theory” 
star Kaley Cuoco 
has tied the knot 
with profes-
sional equestrian 

Karl Cook at an intimate wedding 
at a horse stable near San Diego, 
California. 

According to People magazine, 
the ceremony was attended by close 

A
ctor Nawazuddin Siddiqui says the reason for him being 
convincing in gangster roles is that he looks at the characters 
through a human lens.

Siddiqui shot to fame with his portrayal of local goon Faizal 
Khan in Anurag Kashyap’s “Gangs of Wasseypur”.

The actor says he has played a gangster four times in his career -- in 
“Munna Michael”, “Babumoshai Bandookbaaz”, among others -- and has 
never treated the roles similarly.

“I have never done a gangster role thinking of it as one. I think it is the 
role of a man and that’s it. He could be bad or good. Sometimes the flawed 
personality of a person is highlighted more. I have never treated my char-
acters as gangsters. I look at them as humans,” Siddiqui told PTI.

The 44-year-old actor will be seen again as a criminal over-
lord in “Sacred Games”, a Netflix Original web series.

“This role is different because others didn’t have as 
much depth as this one. Faizal Khan (from ‘Gangs 
of...’) of course had depth, you know certain as-
pects about him after watching the film but here, 
you go deep into his psychic. We have tried to do 
that, to take you along his journey,” the actor says.

Set in modern day Mumbai, the series 
revolves around Sartaj Singh, a seasoned and 
cynical police officer, played by Saif Ali Khan, who 
is summoned by an anonymous tip that prom-
ises him an opportunity to capture the powerful 
criminal overlord Ganesh Gaitonde, enacted 
by Siddiqui.  As the stakes mount, Sartaj and 

Gaitonde realise that they are part of a much larger 
scenario, which expands beyond the city.

“Sacred Games” has been directed by Anurag 
Kashyap, who helms portions of Siddiqui, and Vikra-

maditya Motwane has shot with Khan.
For Siddiqui, teaming up again with Kashyap 

was one of the reasons to come on board the 
project, apart from the opportunity that a 

web series gives an actor.
“A web series give you a long time 
to explore a character, unlike in 

films where you have only two 
hours. Even if you look at the 
three principle characters, 
they are very detailed because 
one has time. As an actor 
you can dive deep in such a 
scenario.

“My vision was to explore 
this, see where it goes. I had 
seen a couple of Netflix shows 
so I knew what to expect. 
This one was right up to that 
standard, I had no reason to 
say no,” he says. The series, 
based on the best-selling 
novel of the same name by 
Vikram Chandra, will be 
available to Netflix sub-
scribers in all territories 

from July 6.
PTI

Dave Grohl couldn’t take 
Neil Peart’s place in Rush

Kaley Cuoco and Karl Cook are married

Anything is possible with strong will, 
tough mind, says Kangana Ranaut

Corey Taylor reflects on his best 
and worst Slipknot masks to wear

I treat my gangster characters as 
humans — Nawazuddin Siddiqui
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friends and family on Saturday.
“Legally KCSQUARED 6-30-18,” 

Cuoco captioned an Instagram 
photograph showing her kissing 
Cook near horse stalls.

For the wedding, the actor wore 
a white lace dress with a cape by 
Reem Acra and styled by Brad Gore-
ski and Daniela Romero, while Cook 
went with a classic look in a tuxedo. 

Cuoco later changed into a lace 
Tadashi Shoji jumpsuit with Louise 
et Cie shoes and styled her hair into 
a ponytail for the reception.

“Ok let’s party! #kcsquared,” 
Cuoco captioned a second picture 
of the newlyweds gearing up for the 
reception.

Cuoco, 32, and Cook, 27, deliv-
ered their own wedding vows. 

The couple got engaged on her 
birthday in November 2017 after 
dating for nearly two years and 
Cuoco celebrated her bachelorette 
party in June.

PTI

A
ctress Kangana Ranaut, 
who will be seen in a 
never seen before avatar 
in new video campaign 
for fitness brand Reebok, 

says that a strong will and tough 
mind can make anything possible

“Shooting for this video was 
physically challenging but with 
a strong will and tough mind 
anything is possible. It is all about 
training the mind to succeed and 
overcome fears. The idea was to de-
liver my best and make the workout 

seem as real and ripped on camera.
“This high intensity driven exer-

cises demanded physical strength 
and I realized how my fitness 
regime in real life helped me portray 
them in reel life too,” she told IANS 
in a statement. Unlocking true hu-
man potential through the power 
of fitness, the brand has released 
a series of videos featuring brand 
ambassador Kangana.

The actor, who is known for 
donning off-beat roles and redefin-
ing conventions, is seen flipping 

tires, doing handstand pushups, 
box jumps, kick boxing and is even 
seen doing monkey bar exercises on 
a scaffolding.

Talking about these videos, Silvia 
Tallon, Senior Marketing Director, 
Reebok India, said: “Kangana aptly 
depicts the importance of fitness in 
defying the odds and rising above 
the challenges through her rigor-
ous workout, her fitness levels are 
inspiring and that is clearly visible 
through these videos.”

IANS

C
orey Taylor has spoken 
about what he consid-
ers to be the easiest and 
hardest Slipknot masks 
to wear.

He made the comments during 
a live Q&A session hosted by Ker-
rang, with the vocalist answering a 
range of questions about his career.

And when asked about the 
masks he wears onstage, Taylor 
says: “They were all fucking hor-
rible. The hardest was my original 
with the dreads. Anything that’s 
full-headed – there’s just no getting 
out of it.

 “At least when you’ve got some 
kind of a half-mask with buckles, 
you don’t feel like you’re singing in 
a portaloo. But when it’s closed, you 
just put this big rubber hood on and 
there’s just no getting out of it. 

 “So that one and the Iowa one, 
because they were basically varia-
tions of the same thing. Those were 
the worst. The Iowa one was foam 
rubber. The ones from the first 
album were thin but then we got a 
little money and we were like, ‘Wow, 
let’s make some cool shit for the 
Iowa run!’ They used foam rubber, 
which was basically just like giant 
sponges. 

 “You could tell where we were 
at in the show by how big my head 
was getting and how heavy this 
thing was.”

Taylor talks about an onstage 
incident that happened during a 
show in Kansas City, when the mask 
was so wet and heavy that if flew off 
his head “like a wine cork.”

He adds: “It was right in the mid-
dle of Heretic Anthem. I’ve got black 
makeup on my face and stuff, and 
here it is, just sitting in front of me.

 “It was like putting on a rug that 
had been sitting out in the rain. This 
is what we go through for each and 
every one of you. And I love you for 
appreciating it.”

As for the easiest mask to wear, 
Taylor points to the one he wore 
in 2004 during the band’s shows in 
support of Vol. 3: (The Subliminal 

Verses).
But he adds: “However, it was 

the hardest to sing out of because it 
wasn’t symmetric – it was hard for 
me to get the mic up to my mouth, 
so it really changed the way that my 
vocals sounded.

 “Which is why now when I do 
my mask I make sure that the rub-
ber is flushed with my mouth so I 
can get the mic up to it.” 

Slipknot are currently working 
on what will be their sixth studio 
album, with Taylor saying that while 
the new material was still in demo 
form, it was sounding “Iowa levels 
of heavy.”

Loudersound
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Mohamed Salah

Ricky Ponting, Claire Taylor, and Rahul Dravid

Switzerland’s Roger Federer in action during the first round match 
against Serbia’s Dusan Lajovic at the All England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club in London on Monday, July 2.

AP/PTI

Croatian players clebrate after the penalties during the round-of-16 match against Denmark at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Nizhny Novgorod 
Stadium, in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia on Sunday, July 1. Croatia eliminated Denmark 3-2 on penalties after the game ended 1-1.

Players of Northfield School celebrate at the Khuochiezie ground in Kohima on Monday.
EM Images

The winning teams with organisers and others after the final match on July 30.

World Cup: Modric-led Croatia 
stutter closer to World Cup glory

Dravid, Ponting, and Taylor inducted into ICC Hall of Fame

Mohamed Salah inks contract 
extension with Liverpool

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament St. Joseph’s College 
basketball tourney concludes

Andres Iniesta calls time on Spain after World Cup exitWimbledon: New-look 
Federer straight back 
in the old routine

Chandmari HSS, St Paul HSS, and Northfield enter quarters

Nizhny Novgorod (Rus-
sia), July 2 (Reuters): Croa-
tia made heavy weather of 
beating Denmark in their 
worst performance of the 
tournament, but will seek 
to rediscover their fluency 
in a weekend showdown 
against Russia for a place 
in the World Cup semi-
finals.

Victory over the hosts 
in Sochi  on Saturday 
would put Croatia, led by 
the wispy and shimmer-
ing midfielder Luka Mo-
dric, close to their best ever 
showing — third in 1998.

Yet how they struggled 
to get past dogged Den-
mark in Sunday’s slightly 
surreal last 16 game in Ni-
zhny Novgorod.

In an extraordinary 
opening,  both teams 
scored comical goals in 
the first four minutes. But 
instead of that setting the 
stage for a thriller, the rest 
of normal and extra-time 
was mostly poor quality, 
as Denmark successfully 
stifled Croatia’s creativ-
ity and posed their own 
constant threat from long 
throws.

On both sides, passes 
were mistimed, crosses 
over-hit, and shots scuffed.

Modric, so devastating 
in the group stage, hung 
oddly deep and looked 
lethargic - until just before 
the end when he showed 
his class with a perfect long 

pass that drew a foul in the 
area from Danish keeper 
Kasper Schmeichel.

The 32-year-old, now 
one of the biggest names 
left in Russia given the early 
exits of Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo, hit a 
tame shot that Schmei-

chel saved, and punched 
the air in anger minutes 
later as the whistle went 
for a dreaded penalty 
shootout. Nevertheless, 
Modric bravely returned 
to take - and convert - a 
spot kick, while goalkeeper 
Danijel Subasic saved three 

from Denmark. Croatia’s 
3-2 shootout win saw fire-
works, flares and roars rise 
from crowds of fans back 
home in Zagreb.

“We haven’t played a 
great game ... Without luck, 
you cannot do anything in 
life,” Croatia coach Zlatko 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, July 2 (EMN):  
Chandmari Higher Sec-
ondary School, St.Paul 
Higher Secondary School, 
and Northfield School won 
their respective pre-quar-
terfinal matches to enter 
the quarterfinals of the on-
going  2nd Kohima District 

Inter-School Football Tour-
nament here at the Khuo-
chiezie ground in Kohima 
on Monday.

In the match, Chand-
mari Higher Secondary 
School (CHSS) defeated 
Baptist Mission School Jot-
soma (BMSJ) via tie-breaker 
after the match ended in 

1-1 draw.
In the match, CHSS 

scored through a spot kick 
conversion from Veniio in 
49th minute, after the refer-
ee awarded a spot kick for a 
foul play inside the 18-yard 
box by Mhasinyiizo.

However in three min-
utes time, Kedosie Nagi’s 

Moscow, July 2 (Reuters): 
Spain midfielder Andres 
Iniesta called time on his 
remarkable international 
career after his team’s sur-
prise World Cup exit at the 
hands of hosts Russia on 
Sunday.

The 34-year-old, who 
scored the winning goal at 
the 2010 World Cup final, 
won 133 caps in an inter-
national career spanning 12 
years, during which he also 

won European champion-
ship titles in 2008 and 2012.

Iniesta admitted it was 
not the end he had want-
ed after he was left out of 
the starting line-up for the 
round-of-16 game.

“It’s reality that today 
has been my last match for 
the national team,” he told 
reporters. “Sometimes, the 
end does not happen the 
way you dreamed it would, 
and is instead marked by 

Dimapur, July 2 (EMN): 
The annual inter-depart-
ment basketball tourna-
ment of St. Joseph’s Col-
lege, Jakhama, organised 
by the department of Eng-
lish, concluded on June 30 
according to a press note.

The three day event 
commenced on June 28 
with nine men’s team and 
seven women’s team.

B B A  d e p a r t m e n t 
emerged as the champi-

ons beating Political Sci-
ence department 52-47, 
while the third place was 
secured by the Commerce 
department in the men’s 
category. 

 In the women’s catego-
ry, Economics department 
defeated Political Science 
department in the finals 
with 17-10 points, while 
the English department 
secured the third place.

The MVP was award-

ed to Kelhoukhrielie of 
BBA department while 
the highest scorer award 
was secured by Nukshi-
zulu Pongen of Commerce 
department in the men’s 
category. In the women’s 
category, the MVP award 
went to Makrami of Po-
litical Science department 
and Kevikieno Yakhro of 
Economics department 
secured the highest scorer 
award.

Dubai, July 2 (IANS): For-
mer captains Rahul Dravid 
of India, Ricky Ponting of 
Australia and retired Eng-
land woman wicketkeeper-
batter Claire Taylor were in-
ducted into the ICC Cricket 
Hall of Fame during a glit-
tering ceremony in Dublin.

Dravid became only 
the fifth player from India 
to be named in the ICC 
Cricket Hall of Fame while 
Ponting is the 25th from 
Australia to do so. Taylor is 
the seventh woman overall 
and the third woman player 
from England to be named 
in the list.

Former ICC Cricket Hall 
of Famers and members 
of the media selected the 
three.

“The ICC Cricket Hall of 
Fame is our way of honour-
ing the greats of our game,” 
ICC Chief Executive David 
Richardson said on Sunday.

“Only the very best 
players in the world are 
recognised for their con-
tribution to cricket in this 

way and I would like to 
congratulate Rahul, Ricky 
and Claire who are won-
derful additions to the list 
of cricketing luminaries in 
the Hall of Fame,” he added. 
On being inducted, Dravid 
expressed plaeasure and 
said: “It is a matter of great 
honour to be named by 
the ICC in the Cricket Hall 
of Fame.

“To find your name in a 
list of all-time greats across 
generations is something 
one only dreams of while 
setting out on a cricket ca-
reer and the kind of recog-
nition that would delight 
any player,” Dravid added.

“I’m thankful to my near 
and dear ones as well as 
players I have played with 
and against, coaches and 
officials who have backed 
me over the years and 
helped me develop as a 
cricketer,” the 45-year-old 
said.

“I would also like to 
thank the KSCA and the 
BCCI for all the support 

Dalic told reporters, after 
he had calmed down from 
celebrating with fans and 
players.

Russia, who also won 
a penalty shootout against 
Spain on Sunday after 
keeping them at bay with 
an energy-sapping rear-
guard performance, will 
have taken careful note of 
how those same defensive 
qualities frustrated Croatia 
against Denmark.

They, too, will look to 
shackle the likes of Modric 
and fellow midfielder Ivan 
Rakitic, and then hit on 
the counter as they have 
done with such surprising 
success at the tournament.

Dalic said once the 
euphoria of reaching the 
quarter-final was over, 
he would tell his team to 
avoid arrogance and pre-
pare as if they were playing 
“the best team in the World 
Cup”.

But in truth he will 
know Russia are an inferior 
side, and his team have a 
fantastic chance of emu-
lating the famous ‘Class of 
1998’ who came third in 
France.

Cairo, July 2 (IANS): Egypt’s 
star footballer Mohamed 
Salah has signed a long-
term contract extension 
with Liverpool FC, the 
Premier League club an-
nounced on Monday.

Earlier this year, Salah 
won the Premier League 
Golden Boot and the Foot-
ball Writers’ Association 
Footballer of the Year award 
and was voted Player of 
the Year for 2017-18 by the 
United Kingdom’s Profes-
sional Footballers’ Associa-
tion, reports Efe.

“I think this news can 
be seen for what it is; re-
warding a person who per-
formed and contributed 
greatly for the team and 
the club last season,” Liv-
erpool’s head coach Jurgen 
Klopp said. 

“It demonstrates two 

things very clearly also - his 
belief in Liverpool and our 
belief in him.”

“When someone like 
Salah commits and says 
this place is my home now, 
it speaks very loudly I think. 
Equally, our commitment 
to him says we see his value 
and want him to grow even 
more and get even better 
within our environment,” 
he added.

During his debut season 
at Liverpool, Salah racked 
up an outstanding 44 goals 
in 52 appearances.

Me a n w h i l e ,  S a l a h 
helped Egypt end its 28-
year World Cup drought 
after he scored the late win-
ner from a penalty shot 
during the penultimate 
game of the 2018 World 
Cup qualifications against 
Congo.

over the years and the ICC 
for recognizing my achieve-
ments and picking me in 
this group of Hall of Fame 
inductees.”

Both Dravid and Pon-
ting have scored more than 
10,000 runs in Tests and 
ODIs.

Dravid  aggregated 
13,288 runs in 164 Tests with 
36 centuries and 10,889 

runs in 344 ODIs with 12 
centuries and was in 2004 
named as the ICC Cricketer 
of the Year as well as the ICC 
Test Player of the Year. 

Dravid, who played a 
solitary Twenty20 Interna-
tional, was also a brilliant 
slip fielder and finished his 
Test career in 2012 with 210 
catches, which is a world 
record.

Ponting too ended his 
career in 2012, amassing 
13,378 runs in 168 Tests with 
41 centuries and 13,704 
runs in 325 ODIs with 30 
centuries. 

Named as  the ICC 
Cricketer of the Year in 2006 
and 2007 and as the ICC 
Test Player of the Year in 
2006, Ponting reached four 
ICC Cricket World Cup fi-

nals, winning in 1999, 2003 
and 2007. 

He captained Austra-
lia in a record 26 succes-
sive unbeaten ICC Cricket 
World Cup matches from 
2003 to 2011 and led the 
team to victory in the ICC 
Champions Trophy in 2006 
and 2009. 

Ponting also featured in 
17 Twenty20 Internationals.

Taylor, who scored 103 
runs in 15 Tests, 4,101 runs 
in 126 ODIs and 615 runs 
in 21 T20Is, was named the 
ICC Women’s Cricketer of 
the Year in 2009. 

She was named the 
player of the tournament 
in the ICC Women’s World 
Cup 2009 and in the ICC 
Women’s World Twenty20 
2009.  She ended her career 
with an average of more 
than 40 in both Tests and 
ODIs. In Tests, she finished 
with 18 catches, In ODIs, 
she had 41 catches and five 
stumpings and in T20Is she 
had 12 catches and two 
stumpings.

headed home the equaliser 
for BMSJ as the match end-
ed in a 1-1 draw.

In the penalty shoot-
out, Mezhiesilie, custodian 
of CHSS saved two goals 
while Abizo Nakhro (1) of 
BMSJ saved one but the 
game ended 4 - 3 in favor 
of CHSS.

In the second match, 
St.Paul Higher Secondary 
School (SPHSS) also de-
feated Holy Family Higher 
Secondary School (HFHSS) 
via penalty shootout after 
the match ended in 1-1 
draw.

In an entertaining 
penalty shoot-out, both 
custodians Thejasie for 
SPHSS and HFHSS’ Rozii 
(1) saved four spot kicks. 
But in the end, luck did fa-
voured SPHSS as the match 
ended 2-1.

HFHSS goal was scored 
by Honwen in 16th minute 
while Keleze (11) scored 
the equalising goal for 
SPSP in 40th minute to end 
the match in a draw.

W h i l e  N o r t h f i e l d 
scarped passed Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School Jotsoma  (GHSS) 
2-0 in the third match. Two 
goals from North Field 
School in the second half 
through Kethosenyii and 
Samuel send them through 
to the quarters.

GHSS Jotsoma wasted 
numerous opportunities 
throughout the match, Ro-
koneilie Medoze got the 
opportunity to give the 
lead for the team after the 
referee handed a penalty in 
the 9th minute for a hand-
ball but his shot went off 
the target.

GHSS Jotsoma paid 
their price as they suffered 
a defeat to end their saga in 
the tournament.

Tuesday’s matches
1st match: Bethel HSS vs 
Don Bosco HSS at 11 am
2nd match: Mt.Carmel vs 

G.Rio at 12:40 pm
3rd match: Loyola HSS 

Jakhama vs Grace HSS at 
2:40 pm

London, July 2 (Reuters): 
Roger Federer caused a stir 
when he began his quest 
for a ninth Wimbledon title 
with a new logo on his chest 
but everything else looked 
familiar as he crushed Du-
san Lajovic 6-1 6-3 6-4 in 
glorious Center Court sun-
shine on Monday.

The 36-year-old’s whites 
were missing the usual 
swish and the familiar RF 
emblem were gone after the 
20-times grand slam cham-
pion ditched long-term kit 
supplier Nike in favor of 
Japan’s Uniqlo brand.

The top seed’s new 
sponsor only got one hour 
19 minutes of airtime as 
Federer began in stunning 
fashion - dashing off the 
first set in 20 minutes - and 
never looking remotely 
troubled as he sauntered 
into the second round.

Lajovic shook off his 
early nerves to at least give 
Federer some practice in 
the second and third sets 
but the Serbian could do no 
better than last year when 
he also suffered a straight-
sets defeat by the Swiss, that 
time in the second round.

Federer, contesting his 
20th consecutive Wimble-
don, is bidding to become 
only the second player to 
win nine singles titles on the 
London lawns after Martina 
Navratilova.

“I felt very good from 
the start which is nice,” Fe-
derer, who has now one 24 
consecutive sets at the All 
England Club after blazing 
to the title last year with-
out dropping one, said on 
court. “Felt at home right 
away. Got the early break in 
each set and I was able to 
bring it home.”

the circumstances.
“It’s bad, it’s tough,” he 

said. “It’s a difficult mo-
ment, one we have been 
through on various occa-
sions — we weren’t capable 
of going that little bit extra.

“The critics don’t mat-
ter so much; we are angry 
because we weren’t capable 
of taking another step and 
we didn’t rise to the occa-
sion, despite trying every-
thing. On a personal level, 
it wasn’t my dream farewell 
but these things happen 

in life.”
Iniesta said he had no 

complaints about being 
left on the bench by coach 
Fernando Hierro, before 
being brought on during 
the second half.

“I don’t feel hard done 
by. The coach takes deci-
sions whether you agree 
with them or not. The coach 
understood that it was bet-
ter that way.”

Hierro, meanwhile, 

praised Iniesta’s reaction.
“I want to extend my 

sincere thanks to an ex-
emplary professional,” he 
said. “He is one of the best 
players in Spanish football 
history — I can’t say any-
thing else.

“I give Andres a 10 for 
his behaviour and for un-
derstanding the situation. 
He went out as if it were his 
first game as a professional, 
helping his team mates.”
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Brazil's Neymar celebrates after scoring his side's opening goal during the round-of-16 match against Mexico at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Samara Arena, in Samara, Russia on Monday, July 2.

AP/PTI

Switzerland's Steven Zuber, rear right, heads the ball to score during the group E match against 
Brazil at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Rostov Arena in Rostov-on-Don, Russia on June 17.

AP/PTI Edinson Cavani

Denmark's Kasper Schmeichel before the penalty shootout against 
Croatia on July 2.

Colombia's James Rodriguez, left, walks past Colombia head coach 
Jose Pekerman, right, as he leaves the pitch during the group H match 
against Senegal.

Neymar shines as Brazil beat 
Mexico to reach World Cup quarters

Will play 2022 World Cup 
with white beard — Ramos

We let Schmeichel down, says 
Denmark playmaker Eriksen

Uruguay train without Cavani ahead 
of quarterfinal clash against France

Switzerland doesn't want to be caught napping against Sweden

James could return to play for Colombia against England

Samara (Russia), July 2 
(Reuters): Neymar barged 
his way into the World Cup 
limelight with a goal, an as-
sist and another helping of 
histrionics as Brazil roared 
into the quarter-finals with 
a 2-0 victory over Mexico 
on Monday that inflicted a 
seventh straight last-16 exit 
on the central Americans.

The PSG forward was 
both architect and execu-
tioner for Brazil, sliding 
home in the second half 
and then teeing up Roberto 
Firmino late on, but he 
also writhed on the floor, 

seemingly in agony, after 
Mexico’s Miguel Layun had 
made slight contact with 
his ankle.

That should not over-
shadow his generally posi-
tive display however, as 
the five-times champions 
beat an otherwise stubborn 
Mexico, whose World Cup 
began with such promise 
with a victory over champi-
ons Germany, but ended in 
familiar fashion in the first 
knockout round.

It was the seventh World 
Cup running that Brazil 
have reached the last eight, 

where they will now face 
Belgium or Japan, while 
Mexico have not made it to 
that stage since they hosted 
the tournament in 1986.

Mexico, who enjoyed 
an enviable recent record 
against Brazil having won 
seven of their previous 15 
matches against them, 
were a threat on the coun-
ter in the first half but then 
faded without ever really 
being put to the sword.

For all  their quasi-
mythological attacking 
traditions, this Brazil side 
have a pragmatism that 

keeps them in check in 
such a way that you cannot 
see them ever truly cutting 
loose at this tournament.

Ha v i n g  k e p t  c l e a n 
sheets in seven of their 
previous eight games, they 
were never going to com-
mit men forward and allow 
Mexico to pick them off on 
the counter in the same 
way that Germany did in 
the group stage.

That is not to say that 
they were not under the 
cosh in the early stages as 
Mexico sought to isolate 
the Brazilian fullbacks Fag-
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ner and Filipe Luis, who 
both looked vulnerable as 
Carlos Vela and Hirving Lo-
zano bore down on them.

Lozano had an effort 
blocked after two minutes 
as did Hector Herrera, but 
as the first half wore on Bra-
zil got on top in the stifling 
Samara heat.

A glaring spotlight had 
been on Neymar after his 
opening three performanc-
es saw him miss a litany of 
chances, frequently squan-
der possession and spend 
far too long on the turf.

Yet he answered a num-
ber of questions with his 
performance and a decisive 
finish early in the second 
half from a move that he 
had started himself.

Minutes after the re-
start Brazil took the lead 
in exquisite fashion with 
Neymar starting and end-
ing the move. He darted 
across the edge of the area 
before a perfect backheel 
released Willian, whose low 
cross fizzed into the danger 
area where Neymar slid in 
to turn the ball home.

It was a choking blow 
for Mexico, who had been 
the better side for the open-
ing half an hour, pegging 
Brazil back and creating 
several half chances.

Brazil had to wait un-
til the 88th minute to put 
the match to bed when 
Neymar was the architect, 
crossing for Firmino to tap 
the ball home.

They will have to do 
without defensive mid-
fielder Casemiro in the 
quarters, however, after 
he picked up his second 
booking.

Sochi (Russia), July 2 (Re-
uters): Playmaker Chris-
tian Erisken says he and his 
team mates let goalkeeper 
Kasper Schmeichel down 
by missing their spot kicks 
as Denmark lost a penalty 
shootout 3-2 to Croatia fol-
lowing a 1-1 draw in their 
last 16 World Cup tie on 
Sunday.

Schmeichel saved a 
penalty from Luka Modric 
in extra time and stopped 
two more in the shootout, 
but three Danes, including 
Eriksen with the first kick, 
missed from the spot as 
their World Cup journey 
ended.

"We let Kasper down 
- when he saves two penal-
ties, we should win," Er-
iksen told reporters as the 
team prepared to depart 
form Russia.

"I will remember the 
World Cup because I missed 
that penalty kick. I'll see that 
kick many times, it will not 
be easy to forget," he added.

The 26-year-old re-
turned to Denmark on 
Wednesday to be reunited 
with his partner Sabrina 

Moscow, July 2 (IANS): After Spain was 
knocked out of the FIFA World Cup 2018 
by Russia, a dejected Spain skipper Sergio 
Ramos has said he will play the next World 
Cup in 2022 even at the age of 36 and with 
a "white beard".

"I am not in favour of many changes," 
Ramos said.  "This is not the end of a cycle, 
Pique and Iniesta are players who have 
been very important, but other people are 
coming up strongly from below," he added.

"This team has a very good youth 
system, players with a lot of personality. I 
would like to keep going many more years. 
I am leaving this World Cup with a terrible 
pain. I feel obliged to reach Qatar with a 
white beard," Ramos was quoted as saying 
by ESPNFC at the Luzhniki stadium mixed 
zone.

Ramos also backed coach Fernando 
Hierro, who is not expected to continue 
as coach ahead of the UEFA Nations 
League. "We are proud of the 
coach," he said. 

"It fell to him in a deli-
cate moment, and we 
should be thankful 
that he had the 
c o u ra g e 
to take i t 
on. He did very 
w e l l , despite the re-
sults," opined Ramos.

"I've always thought that in 
football the coaches end up being 
ex-players. In this sense we were 
very comfortable with Fernando. 
It does not depend on us, but we 
would not mind if Hierro contin-
ued. As captain I just want the best 

for Spanish football," he added.
Andres Iniesta, 34, and Gerard Pique, 31 

-- who won the World Cup alongside Ramos 
in 2010 -- have already confirmed that they 
are leaving the national setup following a 
third straight disappointment at an inter-
national tournament.

Despite stringing together more than 
1,000 passes against Russia, Spain could 
create very few clear scoring chances.

"In the end each person 
has their own d i f f e r e n t 
opinion." Ramos said 
defending the team's 
tactics.

" W e have had 
t h i s  p h i - losophy for 
m a n y years, and 

c o m p a r i -
sons  with 

our best 
n a -
tional 
t e a m 
of all 
t i m e 
a r e 
d i f -
ficult. 
F o o t -
ball is 
a b o u t 

results, 
and they 

m a r k  e v -
erything. I 

would have tak-
en winning the group, 

playing as we played," 
he said.

and their newborn son, 
and like many in the Dan-
ish squad he sees a bright 
future for the national side, 
despite their disappointing 
exit.

"Hopefully this will 
strengthen us, we have 
proved that we must be tak-
en seriously at this level. We 
must be proud of what we 
have done - Denmark has 
not been here (in the knock-
out stage) for 16 years," he 

said.
Defender Mathias Jor-

gensen was one of few 
players to talk to reporters 
after the team landed in Co-
penhagen to be greeted by 
around 200 fans at Kastrup 
Airport.

"We can look at this 
team, which is going to get 
even better still the next 
couple of years, so that's 
what we can take with us 
right now," Jorgensen said.

Moscow, July 2 (AP): James 
Rodriguez ''doesn't have a 
serious injury,'' and that is 
good news for Colombia.

The attacking midfield-
er, who was substituted 
with a calf muscle problem 
during last week's 1-0 vic-
tory over Senegal, has un-
dergone medical scans and 
could play Tuesday against 
England in the round of 16 
at the World Cup.

''After his MRI we knew 
that he doesn't have a se-
rious injury,'' Colombia 
coach Jose Pekerman said 
Monday. ''So we still have 
one and a half days to see 
how he feels.''

If Rodriguez can't play, 
Pekerman said forward Luis 
Muriel will step in - as he did 

Nizhny Novgorod (Russia), 
July 2 (IANS): Uruguay's 
squad on Monday held a 
training session without for-
ward Edinson Cavani ahead 
of the team's upcoming 
FIFA World Cup quarterfinal 
clash with France.

On Saturday, Cavani 

St. Petersburg (Russia), July 
2 (AP): Switzerland doesn't 
want to be caught nap-
ping early in its World Cup 
match against Sweden in 
the round of 16.

The Swiss have twice 
conceded the opening goal 
in Russia - first in their 1-1 
draw with Brazil and again 
against Serbia - when Swit-
zerland became the first 
team at this World Cup to 
win after going a goal down.

''We have to be ready 
to play really from the get-
go in such a way to have 
the initiative on our side,'' 
coach Vladimir Petkovic 
said Monday through an 
interpreter.

Switzerland takes on 
Sweden in St. Petersburg 
on Tuesday, with the win-
ner facing a quarterfinal 
against either England or 
Colombia.

History is beckoning 
for the No. 6-ranked Swiss 
team. If it beats Sweden, 
Switzerland would reach 
the World Cup quarterfinals 
for the first time since 1954. 

The country has never ad-
vanced to the final four of 
the tournament. Sweden's 
last quarterfinal appear-
ance was in 1994, on its way 
to the semifinals.

Midfielder Granit Xhaka 

wants to match Switzer-
land's best-ever World Cup 
finish and then surpass it.

''I hope that tomorrow 
is not our last match and 
even the next round will not 
be the final one for us in this 

tournament,'' he said.
Against a Sweden team 

ranked No. 24 in the world, 
the Swiss team will be with-
out the heart of its defense, 
with captain Stephan Lich-
tsteiner and Fabian Schaer 

suspended after picking up 
their second yellow cards of 
the tournament.

''Defensive play will 
be important tomorrow 
(Tuesday),'' Petkovic said. 
He wouldn't confirm who 
would replace the suspend-
ed defenders, but Michael 
Lang and Johan Djourou are 
expected to be named in the 
starting line-up.

If the defensive play 
leads to a repeat of the way 
Sunday night's two last-16 
matches ended - in a penal-
ty shootout - Xhaka is ready 
to step up to the spot. That is 
despite his missed penalty 
in a shootout two years ago 
allowed Poland to advance 
to the European Champi-
onship quarterfinals at the 
expense of Switzerland.

Xhaka said he hopes the 
match is settled in regula-
tion or extra time, but if it 
goes to another shootout, 
''I'll be happy to assume 
that responsibility. Whether 
or not the coach will allow 
me to do that is an entirely 
different question.''

against Senegal.
''He's able to change the 

pace. He's technically gift-
ed. He's really fast and can 
play well with teammates,'' 
Pekerman said of the Se-
villa forward. ''He brings 

many skills to the pitch so of 
course we take him into ac-
count and we think he will 
be able to coordinate well if 
he has to play.''

The team has previously 
said a swelling was found in 

Rodriguez's calf muscle.
While England was able 

to rest eight players for its 
last group game against 
Belgium, Colombia had to 
fight to the last minute to 
get past Senegal after losing 
its opening match to Japan. 
That gives the team the 
momentum England lacks, 
Pekerman said.

''This gives us an im-
portant opportunity be-
cause we have played very 
tough, decisive matches 
until now,'' Pekerman said. 
''This has made us stron-
ger, more confident and we 
believe more in ourselves. 
We're very self-confident 
and that will compensate 
the fact the other team has 
been able to rest more.''

Pekerman also said 
this year's World Cup has 
shown the resurgence of 
center back Yerry Mina, 
who managed only six ap-
pearances for Barcelona 
last season. Mina scored 
twice in three games for 
Colombia in the group 
stage, including the goal 
which beat Senegal and 
secured advancement.

The coach said Mina is 
back in the kind of form he 
showed in South America 
before moving to Spain.

''He is the Yerry we 
know from Colombia, Bra-
zil and the national team,'' 
Pekerman said. ''I think he 
can do great things wher-
ever he plays, and with the 
national team even more.''

had to leave his side's last-
16 knockout game after he 
scored a pair of goals to lead 
Uruguay to a 2-1 knockout-
stage victory over Portugal, 
reports Efe.

Goalkeeper Martin 
Campaña, defender Sebas-
tian Coates, midfielder Cris-

tian Rodriguez, forwards 
Maxi Gomez and Cristhian 
Stuani took part in the ses-
sion led by head coach Os-
car Tabarez.

Ur uguay is  due  to 
take on France at Nizhny 
Novgorod on Friday for a 
place in the semi-finals.


