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Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Socialist 
Council of Nagalim (Isak-
Muivah) has stated that the 
‘issue of integration of all 
the Naga territories is an 
integral part of the ongo-
ing Indo-Naga political 
dialogue.’

A press release from the 
group on Sunday stated: 
“Just as there cannot be a 
kingdom without territory, 
so the Indo-Naga political 
talks sans integration of all 
the contiguous Naga areas 
will be a futile exercise.

“In recognition of the 
Nagas’ history and situa-
tion as unique by the gov-
ernment of India (GoI), the 
historic Framework Agree-
ment of the 3rd August, 
2015 was signed between 

the GoI and the NSCN. 
Both the parties agreed and 
recognized that integration 
of all the contiguous Naga 
areas is the legitimate right 
of the Naga people and it is 
mutually agreed that it will 
be pursued through ear-
nest political democratic 
process.”

After 21 years of ne-
gotiation, it stated, India 
and the organisation was 
prepared to finalise the po-
litical dialogue to its ‘logical 
conclusion.’ “In this regard, 
the recent irrational and 
irresponsible statements 
on Naga territorial integra-
tion by the Nagaland state 
Chief Minister, Mr. Rio, are 
nothing but a direct chal-
lenge to the Naga national 
cause. Who is he to barter 

the legitimate rights of the 
Nagas in the open market 
for personal glory? 

“Whom is he trying to 
please by surrendering the 
history and the legitimate 
right of the Nagas? Such 
a treacherous attempt to 
enhance personal political 
ambition at the expense 
of the Nagas’ right is a de-
liberate insult to the Naga 
people’s sentiment,” the 
statement read.

According to the group, 
‘The greatest challenge 
before us today is to remain 
truthful, and committed to 
the historical decision...We 
will stand to the end; we 
will not compromise our 
historical rights for one’s 
positions, power and to 
please the enemies.”

New Delhi, July 1 (IANS): In 
a gruesome sight, 11 mem-
bers of a family were found 
dead -- some blindfolded 
and hanging from an iron 
grill ceiling -- at their home 
in north Delhi on Sunday, 
sending shockwaves in the 
neighbourhood, police 
said.

A neighbour was the 
first to discover the bodies. 
When he entered the house, 
he saw the bodies of four 
men and seven women in 
the courtyard of the two-
storey house in Sant Nagar 
in Burari area. The dead 
included three teenagers.

"Some of them were 
found hanging from an 
iron grill ceiling (used as a 
ventilator) in the courtyard 
while others were lying on 
the floor blindfolded with 
their hands and legs tied," 
Joint Commissioner of Po-

lice Rajesh Khurana said.
"Prima facie, we suspect 

they committed suicide but 
we are also investigating the 
case with other possible 
angles of homicide. We are 
not ruling out anything. We 
are also checking the CCTV 
footages."

Khurana said no suicide 
note was found. The hor-
rific scene of a middle aged 
man and a woman as well 
as two boys and a girl hang-
ing from the ceiling went 
viral on the social media. 
Their mouths were gagged 
with pieces of clothes and 
four of them were blind-
folded.

The bodies were sent for 
post mortem to ascertain 
the cause of deaths.

Of the victims, there 
w e r e  t w o  b r o t h e r s : 
Bhupinder, a grocery store 
owner, and Lalit Singh, who 

ran a plywood store. 
"Their shop would open 

by 6 a.m. every morning but 
when it did not till 7.30 a.m. 
today, a neighbour went to 
buy milk. Upon checking, 
the neighbour found the 
main door of their resi-
dence open, prompting 
him to inform the police," 
Khurana said.

A neighbour who re-
fused to believe that it was 
a case of mass suicide said 
Lalit and Bhupinder were 
very friendly persons. 

"I spoke to Bhupinder 
last night. He was very hap-
py and there was no sign of 
any stress." 

Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal visited Burari.

"It is a tragic incident. I 
have spoken to the police. 
Let's wait for their investi-
gation to be over," Kejriwal 
told reporters.

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): 
Crucial issues relating to the 
publication of final draft of 
Assam's National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) would 
come up before the Su-
preme Court tomorrow, 
days after the NRC state 
coordinator said it would 
not be possible to release 
it as scheduled on June 30 
due to floods in state.

The NRC is being pre-
pared to identify illegal mi-
grants in Assam.

A bench comprising 
Justices Ranjan Gogoi and 
Rohinton Fali Nariman, 
supervising the process 
related to the work, had ear-
lier ordered that publica-
tion of the final draft of the 
NRC should be completed 
by June 30 and refused to 
extend the deadline any 
further.

However, NRC state co-
ordinator Prateek Hajela on 
June 28 said the final draft 
would not be released as 
scheduled due to the heavy 
floods in the state's Barak 
valley. A plea has also been 
filed in the apex court seek-
ing more time to prepare 
the final draft.

Hajela had said it would 

not be possible to pub-
lish the draft on June 30 
as floods have hit Cachar, 
Karimganj and Hailakandi 
districts in the Barak val-
ley, besides parts of Karbi 
Anglong and Hojai.

The current wave of 
floods in the state has af-
fected more than five lakh 
people in seven districts. 
As many as 25 people have 
also lost their lives in the 
floods so far.

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal had 
also recently said that the 
names of all "genuine In-
dians" would be incorpo-
rated in the list of the state's 
citizens.

He had also ruled out 
the possibility of violence 
after publication of the 
NRC, saying adequate forc-
es were deployed across 
the state to deal with any 
situation.

On March 27, the apex 
court had refused to extend 
the deadline for the ongo-
ing process of publication 
of final draft NRC in Assam 
and directed its publication 
by June 30.

The first draft NRC for 
Assam was published in 

December end as per the 
top court's direction to have 
the first draft by December 
31, 2017.

The first draft of the 
NRC, a list of the state's 
citizens, was published on 
the intervening night of 
December 31 and January 
1 where names of 1.9 crore 
people out of the 3.29 crore 
applicants were incorpo-
rated.

Assam, which had faced 
influx of people from Bang-
ladesh since the early 20th 
century, is the only state 
having an NRC, which was 
first prepared in 1951.

The top court had ear-
lier said that the claims 
of those citizens, whose 
names do not figure in the 
draft NRC for Assam pub-
lished by December 31 last 
year, would be scrutinised 
and included in the subse-
quent list, if found genuine.

The NRC of 1951 is be-
ing updated for Assam in 
accordance with the tripar-
tite agreement between the 
state, the centre and the in-
fluential All Assam Students 
Union in 2005 as a key issue 
for implementation of the 
1985 Assam Accord. 

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): 
The deadline for the PAN-
Aadhaar linking has been 
extended to March 31 next 
year, a CBDT order issued 
here said.

This is the fifth time the 
government has extended 
the deadline for individu-
als to link their Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) to 
their biometric ID (Aad-
haar).

The policy-making 
body of the tax department 
issued an order, under Sec-
tion 119 of the Income Tax 
Act, late last night, extend-
ing the deadline.

The Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT) had 
last extended the deadline 
on March 27.

The latest order said 
the deadline for the PAN-
Aadhaar linking for filing 
I-T returns was being ex-
tended after "consideration 
of the matter".

It is understood that the 
fresh CBDT order has come 
against the backdrop of the 
Supreme Court earlier this 
year directing extension of 
the March 31, 2018 dead-

line for linking Aadhaar 
card with various other 
services.

The apex court had or-
dered that the deadline be 
extended till the five-judge 
constitution bench delivers 
its judgment on petitions 
challenging the validity of 
the biometric scheme and 
the enabling law.

The government has 
now made quoting of Aad-
haar mandatory for filing 
income tax returns (ITRs) 
as well as obtaining a new 
PAN.

Section 139 AA (2) of the 
Income Tax Act says that 
every person having PAN as 
on July 1, 2017, and eligible 
to obtain Aadhaar, must in-
timate his Aadhaar number 
to the tax authorities.

As per updated data 
till March, over 16.65 crore 
PANs, out of the total about 
33 crore, have been linked 
with Aadhaar.

The earlier deadlines 
for linking the two data-
bases were July 31, August 
31 and December 31, 2017, 
March 31 and June 30 this 
year. 

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): Citing 
personal attacks against the chief 
minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio, 
the Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) has defended the 
latter “on the issue of integration of 
Naga contiguous areas.”

A press release from the party on 
Sunday stated: “it is pertinent that 
the truth and the facts are brought 
out to the public so that the lies 
and propaganda of the NPF (Naga 
People’s Front) can be highlighted 
in the public domain.

“The aspirations of the Nagas 
to live together as one family has 
always been a desire and it tran-
scends all boundaries and no force 
on earth can deny the Nagas their 
desire to live together as one family. 
Nagas are only demanding what is 
rightfully ours. 

“The cry for integration of the 
Naga people is a legitimate demand 
and it should not be dependent on 
others merely because of artificial 
boundaries that were forced upon 
us. The views of others should not 
be the main factor on the issue of 
integration. However, today, Nagas 
are aware of the fact that we need 
to live together peacefully under an 
environment of mutual co-exist-
ence with everybody. We respect our 
neighbors and likewise we expect 
others to respect our democratic 
rights and no one should infringe 
on each other’s rights.”

 In 2002, it reminded, Neiphiu 
Rio had resigned from the Congress 
even though he was “No. 2 in the 
Cabinet and the Home minister” 
because he opposed the publication 
and contents of the Bedrock of Naga 
Society as it was against the interest 
of the Nagas.  

Rio then revived the erstwhile 
NPC which had no elected repre-
sentative in the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly and on the verge of 
oblivion, it stated. “Consequent 
upon the 2003 general elections, 
the NPF-led DAN (Democratic Al-
liance of Nagaland) government 
led by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
was installed. That very same year, 
under Mr. Neiphiu Rio’s leadership, 
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
unanimously passed a resolution 
on 18th December, 2003 for integra-
tion of contiguous Naga areas under 
one administrative umbrella.

“It was also under Mr. Neiphiu 
Rio’s leadership that the Politi-
cal Affairs Committee (PAC) was 
constituted and subsequently the 
Joint Legislators’ Forum (JLF) was 
formed which is unprecedented in 
the history of our political move-
ment as all elected members ir-
respective of party affiliation came 
together under one common plat-
form to pursue for an early solution 
to the vexed Indo-Naga political 
imbroglio.

“Despite the challenges being 
faced in the pursuit of integration, 
emphasis was given to the emotion-
al and political integration of the 
larger Naga family wherein under 
the leadership of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, 
expansion of NPF to the neighbour-
ing States was pursued. Mr. Neiphiu 
Rio risked his chair, his political 
career and even his own life as he 
led the party in spite of being under 
grievous threat and gunpoint to 
launch its unit in Manipur on 28th 
May, 2011. Therefore, the party was 
successfully launched in Manipur 
and later in Arunachal Pradesh.”

Although the electoral results 

may not have been up to satisfac-
tion, it stated, ‘the ground works of 
emotional and political integration 
were laid on solid foundation under 
the leadership of Rio. In all his three 
previous tenures as chief minister, 
Rio has been the strongest advocate 
for resolution of the Indo-Naga 
peace process for a true solution 
that is honourable and acceptable 
to the Nagas and in doing so, he 
has been the topmost champion of 
Naga integration from the begin-
ning of his political career till date, 
it stated.

“His political journey for pursuit 
of solution and voicing of Naga 
aspirations has not just been in 
words but has been exemplified and 
cemented in actions by concrete 
steps over the last 2 (two) decades. 
In the recent case of his interview 
to sections of the electronic media 
in New Delhi on 13th June, 2018 
after meeting with the Union Home 
minister and officials of the GoI, 
the chief minister only stated what 
was conveyed to him and the state 
government. 

“The transcripts of the television 
interview of the chief minister are 
available in the public domain for 
everyone to analyze. He had clearly 
stated that the demand and desire 
of the Nagas for integration of all 
Naga contiguous areas is genuine. 
He also stated that the GoI had 
relayed that physical integration is 
not possible which was the point of 
discussion. This was relayed to the 
chief minister and his delegation 
by the GoI and therefore, they are 
not his personal views and neither 
the party’s views or the PDA govern-
ment’s views. In fact the statements 
was misinterpreted and sensation-

alized by sections of the media.”   
It reminded that the People’s 

Democratic Alliance government 
had stated that it shall be pursu-
ing resolution of the Indo-Naga 
issue through a negotiated political 
settlement and a solution that is 
honourable and acceptable at the 
earliest possible. “We had assured 
that we will not be a mute specta-
tor but will be proactive and do 
everything possible to strengthen 
the ongoing peace process and play 
the role of active facilitator to bring 
early solution. We had also com-
mitted that we will not come in the 
way of any agreement that comes 
about from the peace process and 
will pave the way for alternative 
arrangement that may be required 
for implementation of the political 
agreement.  

“In light of the above, there is 
no validity or merit in the Opposi-
tion’s attempts to question the chief 
minister’s stand or integrity on the 
issue of Naga integration. Actions 
speak louder than words. This was 
also clarified by a statement dated 
14th June, 2018 and issued by the 
chief minister’s office which was 
published on 15th June 2018 in the 
local dailies. The NDPP also issued a 
statement on 15th June 2018 which 
was published on 16th June 2018 in 
the media. 

“Therefore, it can be accurately 
concluded that the statements of 
the Opposition do not contain any 
truth but are instead aimed at per-
sonally attacking the chief minister. 
This is an honest reflection of a 
frustrated Opposition whose house 
continues to break down after being 
rejected by the people election after 
election.”

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): More 
than 19,500 languages or dialects 
are spoken in India as mother 
tongues, according to the latest 
analysis of a census released this 
week.

There are 121 languages 
which are spoken by 10,000 or 
more people in India, which has 
a population of 121 crore, it said.

The Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner, India, 
said since a household may con-
sist of persons related by blood 
or of unrelated persons or a mix 
of both, it is absolutely necessary 
to ask every person about her or 
his mother tongue.

It was required because the 
mother tongue of each member 
of a household need not neces-
sarily be the same -- these may be 
different for different members in 
the household.

The number of such raw 
returns of mother tongues has 
totalled 19,569, the report of the 
2011 census said.

However, 96.71 per cent pop-
ulation in the country have one 
of the 22 scheduled languages as 
their mother tongue.

Since mother tongues, as re-
turned in the census, are basical-
ly the designations provided by 
the respondents of the linguistic 
mediums in which the respond-
ents think they communicate, 
they need not be identical with 
the actual linguistic mediums, 
it said.

For assessing the correlation 
between the mother tongue and 
designations of the census and 
for presenting the numerous raw 
returns in terms of their linguistic 
affiliation to actual languages 
and dialects, 19,569 raw returns 

were subjected to thorough lin-
guistic scrutiny, edit and ration-
alisation.

This resulted in 1,369 ration-
alised mother tongues and 1,474 
names which were treated as 
"unclassified" and relegated to 
"other" mother tongue category. 

The 1,369 rationalised moth-
er tongues were further classified 
following the usual linguistic 
methods for rational grouping 
based on available linguistic in-
formation.

Thus, an inventory of clas-
sified mother tongues returned 
by 10,000 or more speakers are 
grouped under appropriate 
languages at the all-India level, 
wherever possible, has been pre-
pared for final presentation of the 
2011 mother tongue data.

The total number of languag-
es arrived at is 121, the Registrar 

General and Census Commis-
sioner, India, said.

The 121 languages are pre-
sented in two parts -- languages 
included in the Eighth Sched-
ule of the Indian Constitution, 
comprising 22 languages and 
languages not included in the 
Eighth Schedule, comprising of 
99 languages plus the category 
"total of other languages", which 
includes all other languages and 
mother tongues which returned 
less than 10,000 speakers each 
at the all-India level or were not 
identifiable on the basis of the 
linguistic information available.

The number of scheduled 
languages was 22 at the time of 
presentation of the 2001. The 
same 22 languages are main-
tained in 2011 census also.

The non-scheduled lan-
guages are 99 in 2011 against 

100 in 2001. The decrease in the 
number is due to exclusion of 
Simte and Persian, which were 
not returned in sufficient num-
bers as 2011, and inclusion of 
Mao, which has returned more 
than 10,000 speakers at the all-
India level at 2011 census.

Of the total population of 
India, 96.71 percent have one of 
the scheduled languages as their 
mother tongue, the remaining 
3.29 per cent is accounted for 
other languages.

There are total 270 identi-
fiable mother tongues which 
have returned 10,000 or more 
speakers each at the all-India 
level, comprising 123 moth-
er tongues grouped under the 
scheduled languages and 147 
mother tongues grouped under 
the non-scheduled languages.

Those mother tongues which 

have returned less than 10,000 
speakers each and which have 
been classified under a particular 
language, are included in "oth-
ers" under that language. 

The Eighth Schedule of the 
Constitution consists of the fol-
lowing 22 languages -- Assamese, 
Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kan-
nada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malay-
alam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, 
Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, 
Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, San-
thali, Maithili and Dogri.

Of these languages, 14 were 
initially included in the Constitu-
tion. Sindhi language was added 
in 1967. Thereafter three more 
languages viz., Konkani, Ma-
nipuri and Nepali were included 
in 1992. 

Subsequently, Bodo, Dogri, 
Maithili and Santhali were added 
in 2004.

Says the chief minister’s statement was sensationalised by a section of the media 



Miss Nagaland 2018 
attends children’s camp

Kigwema villagers sensitised on ill effects of plastic

Mkg. district admn. revises freight rate 

Kidima village hosts revival 
and healing programme
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Ruopfuzhano Whiso seen here with children during the summer camp at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Kohima.

The Coming Generation team with participants after the ‘Nagaland Says No to Plastic’ campaign at 
Kigwema village in Kohima.

Members of the NSDMA and the SDRF of Kohima seen here with NCC cadets during the orientation programme at Loyola School in Jakhama.

A resource person demonstrates how to use fruits for value-addition.
Rajesh Soundararajan addressing the ‘freshers’ event at St. Joseph 
College at Jakhama.

Medotseilieü Kiewhuo speaking 
at the revival and healing 
programme at Kidima village.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
Miss Nagaland 2018 Ruop-
fuzhano Whiso attended 
the opening session of 
the three-day children’s 
summer camp St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Kohima. The 
camp was organized by 
Cathedral Church Kohima 

from June 29-July 1.
Whiso who is also the 

members of the church 
shared God’s abundance of 
blessings upon her through 
perseverance in prayer and 
struggles of life. She urged 
the children to be strong 
in faith and to work for the 

service of humanity. 
I n  t h e  t h r e e - d a y 

programme, the camp-
ers were taught on team 
building, need of prayer, 
ways to overcome the so-
cial challenges, practices 
of devotions etc. 

The camp was con-

cluded on Sunday with 
Rev. Fr. N Carolus Kuotsu, 
vicar general of the Ko-
hima diocese by giving 
away the prizes to the par-
ticipants. He encouraged 
the children to put into 
practice what they have 
leant from the camp.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.2 18.2 19.2 93 NIL

ZBT 24.7 16.2 20.5 88 8.4

MON 34 24 23.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 20 17.2 15.1 83 3.1

MKG 26.2 18.4 18.6 76 NIL

PHEK 24.6 19 19.9 79 3.2

2KIPHIRE 29.4 20 24.6 22.6 84

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 20 19.8 90 4

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.2 19 21.8 82 8

JALUKIE 31 18 21.7 95 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 29 24 23.9 86 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NSDMA prepares NCC cadets on disaster management

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakhama 
organized freshers’ day 
programme on June 29 at 
the college auditorium, 
with Deputy Commission-
er, Kohima Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan as special guest. 

Recalling his past ex-
periences, DC urged the 
young students to set their 
goal and target in life and 
pursue them with perse-

verance and discipline.
The principal of the 

college Rev. Dr. Fr. Sebas-
tian Ousepparampil, in his 
message stressed on how 
human being should be 
compassionate and help-
ful.

The president of stu-
dents’ council, Weneizo 
Mero welcomed the fresh-
ers and extended his warm 
wishes to them.

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): The 
Angami Students’ Union Kohi-
ma College Kohima conducted 
its 43rd annual fresher’s day at 
Ura Academy Hall in Kohima 
on June 30. The union updated 
about the event on Sunday.

Keneilesa Neikha, HoD of 
History department Kohima 
College attended the pro-
gramme as special guest. In 
his address, Neikha exhorted 
the students to retrace their 
root and know more of their 
identity. He also advised them 
to preserve one’s own mother 
tongue.  Further, he encour-
aged the students to focus in 
studies and excel in whichever 
field they pursue.

The event was also at-
tended by Tenyidie Kephrün-
uoko Krotho, various tribal 
units of Kohima College and 
dignitaries.

Angami students 
of Kohima 
College holds 
freshers’ day

St. Joseph’s College 
welcomes new batch

Mokokchung, July 1 (EMN): ATMA 
Changtongya Block organised training 
on value-addition on fruit and vegetable 
at Changtongya village on June 30.

BTM Temsutula Jamir informed 
that seasonal fruits and vegetables like 
litchi, peach and pineapple are found 
in abundance especially in and around 
Changtongya sub-division. However, 
she lamented that due to the short shelf 
life of most of the fruits, farmers face 
heavy losses.

The training was conducted to 

convert these fruits and vegetables into 
value-added products which would 
benefit the farming community, in the 
long run, a press release received from 
the organizers infromed.

Resource person Moaienla, techni-
cal officer from KVK Yisemyong, under-
lined the benefit of value addition and 
its contribution towards financial uplift 
of the farmers.

Participants were taught on making 
jam, juice, pickle and sauce. Altogether 
25 female farmers attended the training.

Farmers trained in value-addition

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Dis-
aster Management Au-
thority (NSDMA), Home 
department conducted 
an orientation on dis-
aster management at 
Loyola Higher Secondary 
School in Jakhama on 
June 9 for NCC, Naga-
land unit. 

A press release re-
ceived here on Sunday 
informed that the objec-
tive of the programme 
was to give an overview 
of disaster management, 
search and rescue tech-
niques for the students.

The SDRF Kohima 
unit demonstrated the 
search and rescue and 
other life skills to more 
than 500 NCC cadets. 

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The Coming Generation- 
Leading the Lead contin-
ues its campaign “Naga-
land Says No to Plastic” by 
organizing a programme 
at Kigwema village June 30.

On the awareness ses-
sion TCG sensitized the 
villagers on hazardous ef-
fects of plastics to human 
health, land, and air pollu-
tion. The participants were 
encouraged using envi-
ronment friendly bags.

The village council, 
church leader, youth or-
ganization and the women 
society pledged to support 
the campaign. They village 
also said to have expressed 
their desired to declare the 
village as ‘free plastic vil-
lage’ soon.

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung district 
administration on June 28 
during the meeting held 
at the office chamber of 
the addl. deputy commis-
sioner has revised freight 
rate. According to DPRO 
report, the rate which was 
fixed earlier in 2016 has 
been revised and the new 
rate shall come into effect 

from July 1.
The revised freight 

rate from Mokokchung 
to Longtho - INR 11,500; 
Mokokchung to Mariani 
- INR 12,500; Mokokc-
hung to Amguri - INR 
13,000; Mokokchung to 
Jorhat via Mariani - INR 
13,500; and Mokokchung 
to Jorhat via Amguri – 
INR 17,000.

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The inter-denomination 
revival and healing pro-
gramme was held at Ki-
dima village council hall 
under the theme “Will 
you not revived us again 
that we may rejoice in you 

again (Psalm 85:6).” 
The three-day event 

speakers were Assistant 
Pastor Medotseilieü Kie-
whuo, Evangelist Menu-
osielie Üsou, and Khri-
ezovolie Suokhrie from 
Koinonia Baptist Church. 
The praise and worship was 
led by Neilhou Sopfünuo. 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
theme, Medotseilieü Kie-
whuo said the human and 
evil spirit brings destruc-
tion but the revival of the 
holy spirit brings life and 
gives hope for the after-
life— eternity with God. 

A press release re-
ceived from the organizers 
informed that the more 
than 400 people attended 
the programme.

Members of the academic council pose for the lens after their meeting.

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The Global Open Univer-
sity Nagaland held its aca-
demic council meeting on 
June 29 at the university 
campus in Dimapur.

During the meeting, 

it was informed that the 
council members deliber-
ated on the progress and 
development on the aca-
demic issues pertaining 
to the university and new 
programmes to be imple-

mented.
The council recom-

mended introduction of 
new courses such as B.Voc, 
M.Voc in the field of geri-
atric care, yoga, naturopa-
thy, retail management, 

tourism, food processing, 
carpentry / mechanical 
tools, integrated LLB, B.ed 
and acupuncture. It also 
discussed the avenue to 
improvise the current aca-
demic programs.

GOUN academic council recommends new courses
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New students of Cornerstone Hr. Sec. School during the school’s ‘freshers’ day on Sat., June 30.

The red line in the graph indicates the permissible limit for annual average RSPM (provided by the NPCB)

State officers at the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress at Beijing.

A view of the  Sidzu river.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The migration from ru-
ral to urban areas over 
the years in search of 
education, employment, 
healthcare and other 
facilities which are not 
available in rural areas 
has resulted in the rapid 
rise of urban population, 
and ultimately, Dimapur 
district has been experi-
encing a surge in popula-
tion. 

This has put a lot of 
pressure on Dimapur 
which is now facing sev-
eral environmental is-
sues, states the Nagaland 
Pollution Control Board 
(NPCB) in its Environ-
mental Information Sys-
tem (ENVIS) newsletter 
which was provided to 
Eastern Mirror.

C o n c e r n e d  o v e r 
Swachh Survekshan 2018 
survey where Nagaland 

ranked third among 
the dirtiest states in the 
country, NPCB Member 
Secretary Rusovil John 
said environment issue 
is not only about air and 
water but environment 
covers more than that. 
When we talk about en-
vironment our concern is 
only towards plantation 
and waste management 
but we need to focus for 
a “clean, safe, healthy, 
green and modern Di-
mapur”, remarked John. 

Also John pointed out 
to Eastern Mirror that 
in spite of the Dimapur 
Municipal Council’s re-
lentless effort for a better 
Dimapur the waste man-
agement continues to be 
unsatisfactory. But for a 
better Dimapur, every 
department in concern 
should contribute and 
assist the municipal, he 
observed. 

The air quality con-
tinues to worsen over the 
years in Dimapur and 
have exceeded the pre-
scribed permissible limit 
for annual average Re-
spirable Suspended Par-
ticulate Matter (RSPM) 
informed John. 

“The deteriorating 
air quality of Dimapur 
is evident in the reports 
of the air monitoring re-
sults conducted by the 
Nagaland Pollution Con-
trol Board. The Central 
Pollution Control Board 
has identified a list of 
polluted cities in India in 
which the prescribed Na-
tional Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards (NAAQS) 
are violated based on 
the ambient air quality 
data obtained under the 
National Air Monitoring 
Programme (2011-2015)”. 

These cities have been 
classified as non-attain-

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): Cor-
nerstone Higher Secondary 
School observed its fresher’s 
day on June 30 at the school 
premises, with Commissioner 
of Police Dimapur Lima Sunep 
Jamir

Lima congratulated the 
successful HSLC and HSSLC 
students. He stressed on the 

importance of hard work and 
self awareness in the age of 
information and technology. 
He also encouraged students 
on how to take control of their 
own future by making good 
choices about their career, 
studies and having faith in 
God.

About 200 new students 

enrolled for both Arts and 
Commerce stream were for-
mally welcomed to the school 
by the Principal Dr. Sentisang-
la Imsong. She highlighted the 
freshers about the importance 
of vocational studies and ex-
tracurricular activities at the 
school as a part of their aca-
demic learning. 

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): Training on 
electronic new pension scheme (eNPS) 
for all DDOs under Kohima north 
treasuries was held on June 27 in the 
secretariat’s conference hall with senior 
computer programmer, Er. Medo, as 
resource person.

Addressing the participants, Er. 
Medo stated that eNPS has been de-
veloped to meet the urgent need of the 
state government to manage the contri-
bution of the departments employees 
who are subscribing eNPS and also to 
subsequently download the FPU (file 
preparation utility) and to upload in 
NSDL (national securities depository 
limited) portal. 

A DIPR report has quoted him say-
ing that the system would reduce the 
work load of the departments including 
treasuries and accounts. He added that 
any contribution from the departments 
should be made in time for the smooth 
functioning of the department’s work. 
Also highlighting on various roles of 
eNPS, he has urged the officers to fol-
low the new role after training.

The programme was chaired by 
principal director of treasuries and ac-
counts, Tiayanger. 

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): Rengma Pub-
lic Organisation Kohima (RPOK) has 
felicitated R Khing, MLA and advisor of 
animal husbandry & veterinary services 
and women resources development, on 
his success in the last state assembly 
election from 12 Tseminyu AC. The or-
ganisation also conferred the best citizen 
award 2018 to CT Rengma, senior citizen 
and pioneer among Rengmas residing in 
Kohima.

The organisation has felicitated 
them during its annual session cum fe-
licitation programme held at the Capital 
Convention Centre, Kohima, on June 30.

The special guest, R Khing, released 
the RPOK’s triennial report magazine. In 
his speech, he reminisced his days as one 
of the early Rengma settlers in Kohima 
and also highlighted on the importance 
role of the Rengmas living in Kohima. 

He further encouraged and chal-
lenged the community especially the 
youths to come out of their comfort 
zones and strive with determination in 
their pursuits towards excellence. 

CT Rengma, in his speech, has ap-
preciated the RPOK and encouraged the 
gathering with some elderly words.

The programme was chaired by its 
vice president, Shingato Jemu, while the 
invocation was said by pastor of RBCK, 

Dr. Kenny Tsela, and the welcome ad-
dress was delivered by its joint secretary 
Philip Kent. A spirited male voice ‘Gholo’ 
was presented by Hinenlo and friends.

RPOK president, Khinyi Woch, and 
the general secretary, Benjamin Lorin, 
in their addresses, have not only high-
lighted the activities and programmes 
undertaken by the organisation during 
2015-18 but also shared their experi-
ences. 

They have encouraged the commu-
nity to strive towards achieving greater 
heights in every field.

The audit committee has presented 
its report and the nomination com-
mittee also tabled its report before the 
house for approval. With the approval 
of the house, Khinyi Woch and Shingato 
Jemu were selected to continue as presi-
dent and vice president for the tenure 
2018-21. 

The house also selected Kenny Semp 
as general secretary and Yhunchilo 
Khing as vice president. Zakevi Kesen, 
associate pastor of RBCKYD, invoked 
blessings for the new office bearers.

A well-known RBCKYD choir also 
presented a special number. The pro-
gramme concluded with vote of thanks 
delivered by its vice president Wekhenu 
Mesen.

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): Four mem-
bers headed by Chairman of NBDA 
Visasolie Lhounghu and Principal 
Secretary, APC and Mission Director 
Imkonglemba Ao (IAS) along with 
Team Leader and Member NBDA  
were part of the Indian Delegates to 
participate during the Global Bam-
boo and Rattan Congress at Beijing, 
(People’s Republic of China) from 
June 25 - 27 2018. 

The programme was organ-
ized by International Network for 
Bamboo and Rattan Organisation 
(INBAR) and Hosted by National 
Forestry and Grassland Administra-
tion of PR China, 

where Bamboo experts, organi-
sations, scientist from around the 

world participated, informed a press 
release  issued by M Kichung Phom, 
Team member NBDA. 

 the release informed that the 
three day event included plenary 
sessions on high level dialogue and 
parallel sessions for each country 
and regions focusing on use of 
bamboo and ‘Rattan’ as strategic 
resources that support sustain-
able development and their green 
economy actions plan, its strategy 
and performance as a direct con-
tributing factor towards sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)  

the release informed that T Im-
konglemba Ao (IAS) chaired one of 
the parallel sessions of  the second 
day focusing on the Role of Bamboo 

in Economic development in India.
In another  Session focussing on 

Bamboo plants’ unique contribu-
tion to climate change on North 
East India perspective, Papers were 
presented by Ram Muivah (IAS) 
NEC Secretary, T Imkonglemba 
(IAS) and Peter Lichamo.

The Team from Nagaland  meet 
Dr.Hans Friederich Director General 
INBAR and also visited the largest 
bamboo nursery and tissue culture 
lab  in China, where an in-depth in-
teraction and discussion with Prof. 
Tan Hongchao from Yunnan Nor-
mal University and Kamesh Salam 
President South Asian Bamboo 
Foundation for future collaboration 
was held. 

‘Dimapur people failing environment concern,’ air quality deteriorating

Cornerstone School welcomes new studentsDDO trained in new 
pension scheme

Rengmas in Kohima honour members 

NBDA officials follow up for bamboo development ANM trained in HIV and syphilis screening 

Dam construction submerges paddy fields 

STATE

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
D i s t r i c t  A I D S  P r e -
vention Control Unit 
(DAPCU), Peren, in col-
laboration with Project 
Ahana and NHM Peren 
have jointly organised 
one-day training on HIV 
and syphilis screening 
at CHC Jalukie on June 
28. 

The objective of the 
training was to capaci-
tate the periphery level 
health service providers 

in HIV & syphilis screen-
ing. 

Dr. Denis Hangsing, 
CMO, Peren, has wel-
comed the participants 
and thanked Project 
Ahana team for the 
initiative and encour-
aged the ANMs to be 
adequate in their field 
as service providers to 
the community. 

M s  V i s e v i n u o 
Khrieo, Ahana project 
officer, has highlighted 

about the goals and ac-
tivities of the project 
which aims at increas-
ing the uptake of PPTCT 
services in the project 
areas. 

Rokhovito Mor, dis-
trict programme officer 
(DAPCU), has trained 
the ANMs on report-
ing process and how it 
should be maintained 
in the sub centre level, 
while ICTC Jalukie CHC 
counsellor, Caroline, 

took a session on the 
basics of HIV AIDS, 
importance of pre and 
post test counselling 
and maintaining confi-
dentiality. 

Lab technician ICTC 
CHC, Jalukie, has dem-
onstrated on the proc-
ess of HIV and syphilis 
screening. 

All the ANMs have 
participated in the prac-
tical session of screen-
ing HIV and syphilis. 

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): Paddy fields 
along Sidzü River were reported sub-
merged by river sand following con-
struction of a dam for supply of water 
to Kohima town.

In a press release, secretary of Sidzü 
dam affected farmers, Vileto Kiso, 
stated that their paddy fields were 
completely submerged by river sand 
with the construction of a dam at Sidzü 

Members of the NPCB at the garbage dumping site.
EM/Images

ment cities. In Nagaland, 
Dimapur and Kohima 
have been identified as 
non-attainment cities and 
the Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board has come 
up with an action plan 
involving all concerned 
departments to curb the 
air pollution.

The annual average 
concentration of Respir-
able Suspended Particu-
late Matter (RSPM) during 
the year 2011 to 2017 in 
Dimapur shows an in-
creasing trend over the 
years with the highest level 
of 141μg/m3 recorded in 
the year 2017 against the 
permissible annual aver-
age limit of 60μg/m3.

The major sources of 
air pollution in Dimapur 
are road dust, vehicu-
lar emissions, burning 
of waste, pollution from 
small scale industries and 
construction and demoli-
tion activities. Taking this 
concern into considera-
tion, the dept. had relo-
cated few stone crushers 
from Burma Camp and 
those which fell into the 
purview of public areas to 
other secluded areas, said 
John.  

The badly maintained 
roads and innumerable 
potholes contribute a lot 
to the deteriorating envi-
ronment in Dimapur. Ve-
hicles passing through the 
roads give rise to clouds 
of dust engulfing passers-
by and nearby buildings, 
residents and trees. The 
situation worsens during 
the winter and dry seasons 
when the concentration 
of Respirable Suspended 
Particulate Matter (RSPM) 

in the air increases signifi-
cantly and poses as health 
risk resulting in respiratory 
diseases.

The NPCB department 
have given a copy of ENVIS 
to concern authorities so 
that every dept. reacts and 
contribute for a sustain-
able environment, said 
John. Dumping of waste 
has become an uncon-
trolled issue in Dimapur 
but people have showed 
no concern, he lamented.  

Some environmental 
concerns provided by the 
NPCB dept in their ENVIS 
issue that all stakeholders 
need to be aware about 
and which needs to be ad-
dressed are:

Waste management 
and drainage

The water quality of 
the Dhansiri, one of the 
major rivers of Nagaland, 
is degrading because of 
such activities adding to 
the pollution and threat-
ening the river ecosys-
tem. As per the analysis 
report during the year 
2017, the Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand (BOD) 
of the Dhansiri river as it 
exits Dimapur is 5.15 mg/l 
while the favourable limit 
of BOD is 3 mg/l.  Waste 
management practices in 
Dimapur are haphazard 
and not at all environment 
friendly. Toxic contami-
nants contribute pollut-
ants to water bodies in and 
around Dimapur. 

Civic amenities
Another important is-

sue that needs to be ad-
dressed in urban areas is 
the need for civic ameni-
ties such as public urinals 
and toilets. Urine and hu-

man faeces are waste products of the 
body and if it is not disposed hygieni-
cally, it can become the cause of various 
diseases such as malaria, cholera, ty-
phoid, diarrhoea etc by finding their way 
into the body through consumption of 
food and water.

Open urination is still a common 
sight in Dimapur. The reason behind 
such poor sanitation habits is lack of 
awareness, shortage of public toilets and 
the few that are available are not main-
tained properly for public use.

Public safety
In a fast growing urban society like 

Dimapur, public safety should also be a 
priority as negligence and carelessness 
can lead to many untoward and fatal ac-
cidents. Wires loosely hanging randomly 
from electric utility poles, transformers 
without proper enclosure and damaged 
utility poles from age and rust are seen 
in many places and are dangerous to 
people.

Tree branches that come into con-
tact with a power line can energise the 
tree and the ground around it creating a 
very hazardous situation. Stray electrical 
currents can also travel through the soil 

and into metal objects. Simply touch-
ing these surfaces, especially with bare 
feet or during a rainstorm, can cause an 
electric shock.

The NPCB member secretary also 
addressed that the influx of beggars 
in Dimapur was also increasing at an 
alarming rate which is also a matter of 
concern.  ‘Beggars are seen everywhere 
scavenging for food amongst the gar-
bage, lying on the streets in unhygienic 
conditions many of whom appearing 
to be suffering from diseases and barely 
surviving. At times such beggars end 
up dead on the streets with no living 
relatives to claim their dead bodies’, he 
addressed.

‘Although it is not of the dept. to com-
ment but quacks setting up makeshift 
shops and posing as practitioners of al-
ternative systems of medicine, a system 
that is not legally recognised is also be-
coming a menace. The contents of such 
medicines and treatment may cause 
more harm than good to human health 
and the environment’ John pointed out.

While authorities are responsible 
for decision, policy making and formu-
lation, and implementation, citizens 

river for supply of water to 
Kohima town. 

“We were never in-
formed about the de-
velopment and now our 
fields lay below the river 
sand. All we ask is our 
rights for compensation 
for our loss,” the release 
stated.

The affected farmers 
have sought the assist-
ance of the media in con-
veying their displeasure 
to the department and 
government for the delay 
in release of compensa-
tion. They have acknowl-
edged the important role 
of the media in helping 
the poor farmers, who 
are totally dependent on 
agriculture for survival.
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New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh today 
spoke to Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal and took 
stock of the flood situation in the 
state, besides assuring him of all 
central help, officials said. 

During a telephonic conver-
sation with Sonowal, the Union 
minister reviewed the situation in 
Assam where large areas are inun-
dated by flood waters.

Singh told the chief minister 

that all possible support is be-
ing provided to Assam and other 
northeastern states for overcoming 
the flood situation, a Home Minis-
try official said.

In seven district’s of the state, 
more than 30 people lost their lives 
in the floods.

Over 68,000 people were af-
fected by deluge in Dhemaji, La-
khimpur, Biswanath, Charaideo, 
Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi 
districts, according to the Assam 

State Disaster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA), .

Karimganj is the worst-affected 
district with nearly 44,000 peo-
ple hit by the current wave of 
floods, followed by Hailakandi with 
around 10,000 affected people.

The much-awaited publica-
tion of the final draft of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC), 
a list of state’s citizens, on June 30 
has been deferred due to floods 
in the state.

In Arunachal Pradesh, four 
personnel of the Indo Tibetan Bor-
der Police were crushed to death 
on Friday when a huge boulder, 
loosened by monsoon rains, rolled 
down a mountain and hit their 
vehicle on the Basar-Akajan road 
in Lower Siang district. 

This was the second land-
slide-related incident in the state 
within a week. The toll due to land-
slides this monsoon in Arunachal 
Pradesh has risen to nine.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, July 1 (EMN): The 
Manipur government has 
started to ban the sale of 
iced packed fish imported 
from outside the state. The 
ban came to effective after 
the state authorities found 
traces of formalin in the 
imported fishes.

The nodal officer for 
food safety of Manipur 
health services, Ch Sana-
jaoba Meitei, has issued 

an order in this regard. It 
directed that the sale of 
iced packed fishes con-
taining traces of formalin 
is “not allowed in the en-
tire state for consumption 
by public until further 
orders.”

The Manipur state 
Fishery department con-
ducted an investigation to 
determine the possibility 
of formalin present in fish 
products imported from 

outside the state following 
the reports of the seizure 
of huge quantity of fish 
products in the markets of 
neighbouring states of Na-
galand, Kerala, and other 
states.

The authority con-
firmed traces of formalin 
in the surveillance samples 
of imported iced pack fish 
products. As a result, the 
government has instructed 
to impose a ban not only 

on sales of iced packed 
fish products containing 
formalin but also declared 
the same products unsafe 
for consumption as it is 
hazardous to health, the 
state officials said.

Manipur is a major 
fish consuming state. The 
state authorities are closely 
working with central food 
technological institute to 
bring out a testing kit at a 
reasonable price for public 

distribution to find the 
presence of formalin, they 
added.

According to state Fish-
eries department data, the 
state consumes around 
52,000 metric tons of fish 
annually. And of the total 
quantity, the state produc-
es around 32,000 metric 
tons while the remaining 
20,000 metric tons are im-
ported from outside the 
state.

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): The CBI has 
booked three IPFT leaders, along with 
300-500 members of the political party in 
Tripura, after taking over the probes into 
the killings of two journalists in the state 
last year, officials said here today.

Santanu Bhowmik, a journalist from a 
local television channel, was killed when 
he went to cover a road-blockade agita-
tion in the Mandwai area of West Tripura 
district on September 21 last year.

Another journalist, Sudip Dutta Bhow-
mik, a crime reporter with a vernacular 
newspaper, was killed inside the head-
quarters of the Tripura State Rifles’ (TSR) 
2nd battalion at RK Nagar in the same 
district on November 20 last year.

The agency has booked Balram Deb 
Barma, Dhirendra Deb Barma, both 
leaders of the Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT), a coalition partner of 
the ruling BJP, and Amit Deb Barma, the 

president of the Mandwi divisional com-
mittee of the party, along with 300-500 of 
its unidentified members, in connection 
with the two cases.

The trial in Sudip Dutta Bhowmik’s 
murder case in the additional district and 
sessions judge’s court was stopped follow-
ing orders from the Tripura High Court.

The state police’s Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) had probed the killing and filed 
a chargesheet. It had also investigated the 
killing of Santanu Bhowmik, but is yet to 
file a chargesheet.

Santanu’s father Sadhan Bhowmik, 
who was not happy with the police probe, 
had approached the high court seeking a 
CBI investigation, which was opposed by 
the then CPI(M)-led Left Front govern-
ment in the state.

The current BJP government had 
informed the court in May that it had re-
ferred the matter to the CBI.

Guwahati, July 1 (PTI): A 
mentally retarded woman 
was tied to a pole and tor-
tured by a village mob, sus-
pecting her to be a child-
lifter, at Sonitpur in Assam, 
police said.

The incident took place 
on Friday night, when the 
woman was seen roaming 
around in a village under 
Thelamara police station in 
Sonitpur district, Sonitpur 
Superintendent of Police 
Prithipal Singh told PTI. 

“Some people ques-
tioned her. But, she could 
not reply properly due to 
her mental condition. This 
led to suspicion among 
people that she was a ‘so-
padharaa’ (child-lifter), 
and they tied her to a pole 
to torture her,” Singh said.

However, locals and 
personnel from the Village 
Defence Party (VDP) tried 
to stop the mob and alerted 
the police immediately, he 
said. 

“Our team reached 
instantly and saved the 
woman. She received only 
minor injuries and was 
treated at a hospital,” Singh 
said. 

He said that some per-
sons also recorded the inci-
dent and shared it on social 
media.

“We have registered a 
case and identified three 
persons for making the vid-
eo. Also, a few other people 
have been identified. We 
will take action and all of 
them will be arrested,” the 
SP said.

Dimapur, July 1 (EMN): 
The Thadou Students’ 
Association, General 
He a d q u a r t e r s  ( TS A -
GHQ), Siamsinpawlpi, 
General Headquarters 
(SSPP-GHQ), Rongmei 
Naga Students’ Organi-
zation, North East India 
(RNSO-NEI) and Liangmei 
Naga KatimaiRuangdi, 
Assam, Manipur & Na-
galand (LNKR-AMN) in 
a press release issued on 
July 1 expressed shock and 
dismay over the current 
situation in Manipur Uni-
versity following protest 
by the Manipur University 
Students’ Union (MUSU) 
demanding the removal of 
the Vice-Chancellor (VC), 
Prof. Adya Prasad Pandey.

The joint statement 
mentioned that the uni-
versity has been facing se-
rious problems every year 
since the last one decade 
and often prior to the com-
mencement of new aca-
demic sessions.

While members of the 
MUSU may have a right to 
protest over the appoint-
ment of the university’s 

Vice-Chancellor, it would 
be prudent to think wheth-
er the protest to the extent 
of disrupting the whole 
affairs of the university, 
affecting the students’ aca-
demic career and atmos-
phere, really is in the best 
interest of the students, the 
release cautioned.

Further, the release 
stated that the allegations 
levelled by MUSU that the 
university’s VC is incom-
petent holds no ground, 
and in fact, it contradicts 
the reality. It stated that 
Prof Pandey is one of the 
most efficient and able 
Vice-chancellors the uni-
versity has ever had since 
its inception.

In regard to the alle-
gation over the frequent 
tour of the vice chancellor 
outside the state, the joint 
student body in the release 
stated that such official 
tours are not bad as long as 
they benefit the university.

‘We understand that 
such tour may, in fact, 
be necessary given that 
the university is a central 
university. Moreover, the 

joint student body believes 
that such matter can be 
resolved between the vice 
chancellor and the stu-
dent’s union amicably. De-
manding removal of the 
vice-chancellor to the ex-
tent of plunging the whole 
academic atmosphere and 
the administration into 
chaos, as it has unfolded, is 
not a solution, the release 
added.’

In light of the frequent 
disruption of the univer-
sity’s academic and admin-
istrative activities, affecting 
the whole functioning of 
the university, the student 
bodies in the release sug-
gested the Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment, Government of India 
to constitute an independ-
ent inquiry commission in 
order to settle the issues 
once and for all. 

Also, the joint student 
body appealed the agitat-
ing MUSU and Manipur 
University Teacher’s As-
sociation (MUTA) to shun 
their agitation in the larger 
interest of the students and 
the university.

Tawang (Arunachal Pradesh), July 
1 (IANS): National Geographic ex-
plorer Mike Libecki and his 14-year-
old daughter Lilliana are essentially 
travellers who have been to several 
remote corners of the world. But it is 
not just the high-ranging mountains 
or far-flung seas that have a distinct 
pull for the American father-daugh-
ter duo; in fact, most of their travels 
are humanitarian- and- philanthro-
py-based expeditions.

In their latest venture, they col-
laborated with Dell as a part of its 
Give Back Project and worked in a 
remote village of Tawang in Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

At Jhamtse Gatsal’s Children’s 
Community, which is home to about 
90 children, the father-daughter duo, 
along with Dell employees, have in-
stalled 20 new laptops, new printers, 
internet access and are imparting 

computer education to kids and 
teachers in Tawang.

They have also installed new 
solar power panels and solar gen-
erators for the computer centre and 
other buildings in the community.

“We worked closely with the 
community. All of the kids at the 
community are orphans or they 
have come to live there because 
they have family issues. They are all 
first-generation learners, none of 
the families of these kids have had 
an education.

“We came here to provide solar 
energy, a new computer lab with 
computers and internet installed, 
because the goal of the orphanage 
is to provide education to the kids. 
They want the children to go to col-
lege; without having computers and 
internet, they will lag behind and 
not be able to do. In the times that 

we live in, we need to be technologi-
cally advanced and savvy to make 
progress,” Mike told IANS.

Maintaining that progress is not 
possible without access to techno-
logical tools such as computers and 
the internet, Mike explained that all 
the equipment was shipped from 
the United States to Tawang and Dell 
employees were on ground to help in 
the installation process.

“But just installing the comput-
ers wasn’t enough. We needed to 
ensure that the children are able to 
use them… that they are trained 
properly and, whenever the situa-
tion arises, they should have help 
from technicians. We also had to 
ensure that these systems run on so-
lar power because remote areas like 
these do not have electricity running 
most of the times,” he said.

And so when they set out on 

what turned out to be a very enrich-
ing and satisfying experience, there 
was a lot of anticipation in the air as 
many of the kids at Jhamtse Gatsal’s 
Children’s Community were seeing 
computers for the first time.

When the young children saw 
Lilliana, who at the age of 14 has al-
ready been to 26 countries, all seven 
continents, five major expeditions 
and has climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro in 
Africa, helping her father set up the 
computers and teach not just the 
kids but also the teachers and other 
workers at the community on how to 
go about using the computer and ac-
cessing the internet, their faces lit up 
with brightness and, in Mike’s words, 
“They learnt to aspire.”

“Everytime we connect with a 
community and we try to give back, 
we get more than we give. We have 
opportunities that they don’t and 

making a little impact on their lives 
really leaves us with a great feeling 
of satisfaction. We are giving them 
computers and internet.

“Think about you and I, we have 
access to these technological boons 
but we take it for granted every day. 
We never think what our lives would 
be had we been unfortunate too. We 
just have these at our disposal. So 
why should other human beings not 
have them too?” he asked.

Mike said that just like the word 
“technology” comes from the word 
“tool”, they envisaged a similar ap-
proach towards this project.

“We are using technology as a 
tool. These kids want to go to col-
lege, just like anybody else. Why 
shouldn’t the most remote and poor 
kids have the same opportunity that 
you and I have? So we want to do 
our part. If we are doing our part 

and impacting one community may 
be we are impacting thousands of 
people because initiatives like these 
create a ripple effect. The one who 
has been benefited will, some day, if 
he/she has an opportunity to, make 
a difference in the lives of others,” 
Mike said.

Jhamtse Gatsal’s Children’s 
Community is located in Tawang 
district of Arunachal Pradesh. The 
nearest town is Lumla, less than 
half an hour away by car, or an hour 
or two by foot. It is a community, 
a school, and a home for about 90 
children ranging in age from toddler 
to adolescent. 

Most of the children at the com-
munity have a background of adver-
sity and the driving goal of the com-
munity is to provide these children 
with better lives, helping them to 
achieve their fullest potential.
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Members of District Press Club of Karbi Anglong posing for lens after the farewell program of senior 
journalist Swarup Laskar at the office of Thekar (Vernacular newspaper) in Diphu on July 1. Swarup Laskar 
have been working in various newspapers for the last twenty years. 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1866SUD0KU 1706
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1864

ACROSS
1. Catch or tear
5. Tavern
8. ___ Alto, California city
12. Sharpen
13. Computer connection
15. Elitist
16. Door-to-door cosmetics
17. Santa
18. Folded tortilla
19. Filled with cavities
22. Untruth
23. Actor ___ Kilmer
24. Town
26. Tragedies
29. Scarfs or ties
31. Letter after F
32. Blockade
34. Makes a garment from yarn
36. Olympic marathoner ____ 

Zatopek
38. Approaches
40. Freezes over
41. Artistic theme
43. Negative predictions
45. Able
46. Watery body fluids
48. Handrail support posts
50. A prince in India
51. Metric unit of illumination
52. Affirmative
54. Accusations
61. Portrays
63. US symbol
64. Utter defeat
65. Childlike joyful sound
66. Lingered erect
67. Prohibited
68. Soft drink
69. Pleasing visual creations
70. Barn 

DOWN
1. Persian ruler
2. ____caine = painkiller
3. Anonymous (abbrev.)
4. Swiss city
5. Knife

6. Biblical first man
7. Snatch
8. Pacific Standard Time
9. Pertaining to a detailed 

examination
10. Mathematical points
11. Wind instrument
13. “All My Children” actress 

Cady _______
14. Milliseconds 
20. Sweet potatos
21. Variant of “Richard”
25. Singer ____ Tennille

26. Demonstrations (abbrev.)
27. Stated again
28. Grows into plants
29. _____autics = science of 

flight
30. Stairs or paces
31. Jewel
33. Supervises government 

budgets
35. Super Sonic Transport
37. Italian currency
39. Refined 
42. Japanese mountain

44. Glided through water
47. Found on horses and 

lions
49. Strives
52. Swivels
53. Reflected sound
55. Information
56. Composer ____ Stravinsky
57. Mass of coagulated blood
58. Ark builder
59. Cylinder
60. Wall support
61. Ocean
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Rajnath calls up Assam CM; 
assures central help for floods

Now Manipur bans sale of imported fish

Scribes’ killings: CBI books 3 IPFT 
leaders, 300-500 activists in Tripura

Mentally challenged woman in 
Assam branded child-lifter, tortured

Manipur Univ. crisis: Student bodies 
seek ‘inquiry commission’ from Centre  

A break

American father-daughter duo bring ‘technological difference’ to remote Arunachal village
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Comet or asteroid? Mysterious ‘Oumuamua shows why we may need a new classification system

New algorithm that may predict your intelligence This app helps you switch to healthier foods

Scientists discover hundreds of new ‘smart genes’ This drug therapy offers hope for patients with hearing loss

NASA’s Hubble spots massive cluster of 10 billion-years-old stars

Instagram users can 
now add soundtrack 
to ‘Stories’

Which brain region helps you change voice pitch decoded

New ‘non-toxic’ coating makes 
natural fabrics waterproof

E
ver since space scientists first spot-
ted the odd, cigar-shaped object 
known as 1I/‘Oumuamua in the 
sky, they have been debating what 

it is exactly. Suggestions have included an 
asteroid, a comet and even alien spaceship. 
Now a study, published in Nature, suggests 
it may actually be a comet – but an unusual 
one.

The fascinating findings add to recent 
discoveries which suggest it may be time to 
think beyond the division of asteroid versus 
comet.

The force of gravity is what keeps our 
feet on the ground, the moon orbiting the 
Earth and the planets orbiting the sun. 
It is also the main agent that governs the 
trajectory of comets as they swing through 
the solar system. It was his laws of gravity 
that allowed Newton’s colleague Edmond 
Halley to predict the return of the comet 
that is now known as Halley’s comet. The 
same laws enabled the Rosetta spacecraft to 
catch up with and fly alongside comet 67P/
Churyumov-Gerasimenko.

There are non-gravitational effects that 
can influence the orbit of a comet, but they 
are so weak compared to gravity that they 
are usually negligible. But in the case of ob-
ject 1I/‘Oumuamua, its orbit is so unusual 
that non-gravitational effects might play a 

role in its geometry.
1I/’Oumuamua was first sighted in 

October 2017. Calculations based on the 
laws of gravity showed that its trajectory 
was neither the ellipse of a comet nor the 
circle of an asteroid. Instead, ‘Oumuamua 
appeared to have a hyperbolic orbit (see 
video), meaning it was not gravitationally 
bound to the sun. This means it is almost 
certainly an interloper from beyond the so-
lar system. Hence the “1I” part of its name: 
the first interstellar body. ‘Oumuamua 
passed within 0.25 astronomical units (AU) 
of the sun (1 AU is the distance between 
the sun and the Earth). As a well-behaved 
comet, it should have developed a coma 
and tail as ice and dust vaporised from the 
surface by a process called sublimation. 
But, despite an organised and concerted 
observing campaign by the international 
astronomical community, no trace of a 
coma or tail was seen.

Indeed, measurements of its composi-
tion showed it had more in common with 
asteroids than with comets: the low reflec-
tiveness of its surface indicated that there 
was little, if any, ice. It also seemed to have 
organic material that had been altered by 
exposure to cosmic radiation – like many 
asteroids.

Alongside such observations was ‘Oum-
uamua’s very unusual shape: although the 
object couldn’t be seen directly, modelling 
of its light curve (how the amount of reflect-

ed light varies as an object rotates) suggest-
ed that it was long and thin – cigar-shaped 
rather than the more usual semi-rounded 
appearance of asteroids and comets. This 
led the more fanciful to posit that ‘Oum-
uamua might be a fabricated, rather than 
a natural, visitor to the inner solar system, 
perhaps an alien spacecraft.
Latest evidence
So: comet, asteroid or spaceship? We can 
probably discount the interstellar space-
ship – surely it would have at least paused to 
investigate the mixture of signals emanating 
from our planet. So comet or asteroid are 
the options left. The same group that pub-
lished the discovery report of ‘Oumuamua 
continued observing the object, acquiring 
data from instrumentation on practically all 
the world’s major ground-based telescopes, 
as well as from the Hubble Space Telescope. 
What they discovered was that there was a 
deviation from the path that ‘Oumuamua 
should be following if it were influenced 
by gravitational effects alone. It seemed as 
if ‘Oumuamua was being slightly pushed 
away from the sun. The team investigated 
every non-gravitational effect that they 
could: was ‘Oumuamua swayed from its 
path by the pressure of solar radiation? Was 
the effect of thermal emission as the object 
rotated significant? Had it had a collision 
that changed the trajectory?

Other options included it having an 

unusual distribution of mass or perhaps a 
centre of gravity displaced from the centre 
of its body. It could also be highly magnet-
ised, so that it interacted more strongly with 
the solar wind. Based on their extremely 
precise and comprehensive series of ob-
servations, the team surmised that none of 
these effects was sufficient to explain ‘Oum-
uamua’s orbit. Instead, they concluded that 
significant release of gas by sublimation was 
the main feasible mechanism – and that 
would suggest it is a comet.
Profound implications
This is a significant conclusion to reach, 
not just for ‘Oumuamua, but for cometary 
and asteroidal science more generally. 
There has only been a handful of previous 
observations of non-gravitational effects 
on cometary orbits, mainly because the 
measurements required to make the calcu-
lations have to be undertaken over a very 
wide distance. Assuming ‘Oumuamua was 
outgassing in a similar way to other comets, 
then the body was losing water and dust at 
a rate of about 2.4kg per second.

This compares with 20kg per second for 
67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko. It would 
appear that although ‘Oumuamua seems 
to have a similar density to solar system 
comets, it must be much stronger, given 
the paucity of dust released. Or perhaps the 
dust was more firmly bound to the surface 
by the organic compounds present.

So can we really say 1I/‘Oumuamua is 
a comet, albeit with asteroidal properties? 
Or could it be an asteroid with cometary 
properties? Does it matter? I’m not sure 
that it does. The division between asteroids 
and comets in the solar system used to be 
obvious: asteroids had circular orbits, were 
made of rock and metal and lived in the as-
teroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. Com-
ets had inclined elliptical orbits, were made 
of rock and ice and came from further away.

But over the past few years we have dis-
covered families of asteroids scattered all 
over the solar system, as well as Kuiper Belt 
Objects. We have also found comets with 
both short and long orbits. And we have 
seen unusual features on objects that we 
thought we knew quite well. The asteroid 
Ceres, for example, has salts left behind as 
ice vaporised from the surface by sublima-
tion – a process often seen in comets, but 
not in asteroids.

Since ‘Oumuamua, along with small 
bodies in the solar system and instestel-
lar guests, seem to exhibit a spectrum of 
compositional and dynamic properties, it 
may be time to think beyond the asteroid 
versus comet division, and look for a new 
way to classify these objects. Perhaps we 
need many more categories. Or maybe just 
one – the class of Small Body. Clearly ‘Oum-
uamua is showing us that we have not yet 
uncovered the variety of objects to be found 
in our own neighbourhood.

New York, July 1 (IANS): 
Be careful if you lie about 
your IQ as researchers 
have developed a ma-
chine-learning algorithm 
that may tell how smart 
you are by looking at a 
scan of your brain.

The study showed 
that the new computing 
tool can predict a per-
son’s intelligence from 
functional magnetic res-
onance imaging (fMRI) 
scans of their resting 
state brain activity.

The fMRI develops 
a map of brain activity 
by detecting changes in 
blood flow to specific 
brain regions.

“We found if we just 
have people lie in the 
scanner and do noth-
ing while we measure 
the pattern of activity in 
their brain, we can use 
the data to predict their 
intelligence,” said co-au-
thor Ralph Adolphs from 
the California Institute 
of Technology (Caltech).

To train their algo-
rithm on the complex 
patterns of activity in 
the human brain, the 
researchers downloaded 
the brain scans and in-
telligence scores from 
almost 900 individuals.

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s 
found that after process-
ing the data, the algo-
rithm was able to predict 
intelligence at statisti-
cally significant levels 
across the subjects.

“ The information 
that we derive from the 
brain measurements can 
be used to account for 
about 20 per cent of the 
variance in intelligence 
we observed in our sub-
jects,” said Julien Dubois 
from the Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Centre.

In predicting intel-
ligence from brain scans, 
the algorithm is doing 
something that humans 
cannot, because even an 

experienced neurosci-
entist cannot look at a 
brain scan and tell how 
intelligent a person is, 
the researchers said.

The researchers also 
conducted a parallel 
study, using the same 
test population and ap-
proach, that attempted to 
predict personality traits 
from fMRI brain scans. 

The personality test 
they used divides per-
sonality into five scales 
-- openness to experi-
ence, conscientiousness, 
extraversion, agreeable-
ness, neuroticism.

However, it has turned 
out to be much more dif-
ficult to predict personal-
ity using the method the 
team used for predicting 
intelligence.

The two studies are 
yet to be published in the 
separate journals Per-
sonality Neuroscience 
and Philosophical Trans-
actions of the Royal So-
ciety.

New York, July 1 (IANS): 
Researchers have devel-
oped a novel app which 
can act as a nutritionist at 
the shopper’s side in the 
grocery store.

Aptly named “FoodS-
witch”, the app can help 
users scan a packaged 
food’s barcode, quickly see 
its nutritional rating and 
identify similar foods that 
are healthier.

“FoodSwitch is unique 
in that users don’t have to 
hunt for healthier alter-
natives. They’re all listed 
in the app,” Mark Huff-
man, Associate Professor 
at Northwestern Univer-
sity in the US said in a 
statement released by the 
university.

Unlike other nutri-
tion apps, FoodSwitch 
also asks users to crowd-
source information on 
new and changing foods 
within a country’s food 
supply to update the app’s 
268,000-product database 
in real time.

New York, July 1 (IANS): 
With conventional water-
repellent coatings facing 
a gradual phase-out due 
to their harmful effects 
on the environment and 
human health, research-
ers including one of Indi-
an-origin have developed 
a process that could offer 
“non-toxic” alternative to 
making natural fabrics 
waterproof.

This coating not only 
adds water-repellency 
to natural fabrics such 
as cotton and silk, but 
is also more effective 
than the existing coat-
ings, according to a study 
published in the journal 
Advanced Functional 
Materials.

“The challenge has 
been driven by the en-
vironmental regulators” 
because of the phase-
out of the existing wa-
terproofing chemicals, 
explained Kripa Varanasi, 
Associate Professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT).

Fabrics that resist 
water are essential for 
everything from rain-
wear to military tents, 
but conventional water-
repellent coatings have 

The app provides a simple “Health 
Star Rating” that scores each food be-
tween 0.5 stars of unhealthy to 5 stars of 
the healthiest.

The scoring is based on a scientific 
algorithm that weighs the impact of dif-
ferent nutrients on health.

The app also provides a breakdown 
of the food’s fat, saturated fat, sugars 
and salt in grams and gives a percent-
age of an adult’s daily intake for each, 
which is shown as red, yellow and green 
lights.

When a food gets few stars or multiple 
red lights, consumers can see it’s high in 
fat, saturated fat, sugar and salt.

Users also can compare multiple 
products in the same category, such 
as regular and fat-free salad dressing, 
to quickly determine which product is 
healthier.

FoodSwitch has launched success-
fully in many countries, including India, 
Australia, New Zealand, Britain, China, 
South Africa and Hong Kong, and is avail-
able in Apple and Google Play stores.

been shown to persist in 
the environment and ac-
cumulate in our bodies.

Because of the way 
they accumulate in the 
environment and in body 
tissue, the US Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) is in the process 
of revising regulations on 
the long-chain polymers 
that have been the indus-
try standard for decades. 

What this MIT team 
did, Varanasi explained, 
is to combine two things: 
a shorter-chain polymer 
that, by itself, confers 
some hydrophobic prop-
erties and has been en-
hanced with some extra 
chemical processing; 
and a different coating 
process, called initiated 

chemical vapour deposi-
tion (iCVD).

Using the iCVD coat-
ing process, which does 
not involve any liquids 
and can be done at low 
temperature, produces a 
very thin, uniform coat-
ing that follows the con-
tours of the fibres and 
does not lead to any clog-
ging of the pores, thus 
eliminating the need 
for a second processing 
stage to reopen the pores. 

The process works 
on many different kinds 
of fabrics, including cot-
ton, nylon, and linen, 
and even on non-fabric 
materials such as paper, 
opening up a variety of 
potential applications, 
Varanasi said.

Sydney, July 1 (IANS): Scientists 
have identified hundreds of new 
genes associated with intelligence.

In a joint research project from 
the University of Queensland’s 
Brain Institute and its partners 
in the Netherlands, the scientists 
identified 939 new “smart genes,” 
and over 500 genes associated 
with neuroticism -- an impor-
tant risk factor for depression 
and schizophrenia, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The findings suggest that our 
brains have distinct genetic gene 
clusters responsible for the effects 

of depression and worry.
“These results are a major step 

forward in understanding the 
neurobiology of cognitive func-
tion as well as genetically related 
neurological and psychiatric dis-
orders,” the researchers said.

More than 250,000 individuals 
were tested for their genetic data 
and measurements of intelligence 
while the study into neuroticism 
took data from almost half a mil-
lion respondents.

Together these studies provide 
new insights into the neurobiol-
ogy and genetics of cognition.

Scientists also believe the 
newly-found “smart genes” may 
help protect against Alzheimer’s 
disease and conditions like Atten-
tion Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD), the report said.

In a previous study, reported 
in the journal Nature Genetics, 
scientists announced the discov-
ery of 52 genes linked to human 
intelligence.

These “smart genes” account-
ed for 20 per cent of the discrepan-
cies in IQ test results among tens 
of thousands of people examined, 
the researchers said.

New York, July 1 (IANS): 
Scientists have developed 
a drug that could partially 
restore hearing in patients 
with an inherited form of 
progressive deafness.

“ We were able to 
partially restore hear-
ing, especially at lower 
frequencies, and save 
some sensory hair cells,” 
said Thomas B. Fried-
man from the National 
Institute on Deafness and 
Other Communication 
Disorders (NIDCD), Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
in the US.

A decade ago, the re-
searchers found that the 
deafness-causing muta-
tion LMG2 was in a re-

gion on chromosome four 
called DFNA27, which 
includes a dozen or so 
genes, but they were not 
able to find the exact lo-
cation.

In the study, pub-
lished in the journal Cell, 
a team from the Univer-
sity of Iowa in the US, 
found a gene known as 
RE1 Silencing Transcrip-
tion Factor or Rest gene 
-- a gene in mice that is 
regulated through sen-
sory cells of the inner ear 
which is critical for hear-
ing in mice. 

As the human coun-
terpart of the mouse Rest 
gene is located in the 
DFNA27 region, the re-

searchers teamed up to 
re-examine the mystery 
of DFNA27 progressive 
deafness. 

When the team de-
leted exon 4 of Rest in 
mice, inner ear hair cells 
died, and mice became 
deaf. Many genes that 
should have been active 
were shut off in hair cells 
prior to their death. 

“We found that incor-
porating exon 4 into the 
REST mRNA acts like a 
switch in sensory hair 
cells. It turns off REST and 
allows many genes to be 
turned on. 

Some of these turned-
on genes are important 
for hair cell survival and 

hearing,” said Botond 
Banfi from the varsity.

“If additional stud-
ies show that small-
molecule-based drugs 
are effective in treating 
DFNA27 deafness in peo-
ple, it is possible that us-
ing similar approaches 
might work for other in-
herited forms of progres-
sive hearing loss,” Fried-
man added.

“By following these ge-
netic leads, we find novel 
and unexpected path-
ways that can, in cases 
such as this one, uncover 
unexpected potential 
treatment strategies in 
humans,” the researchers 
noted. 

Washington, July 1 (IANS): NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope has de-
tected a stunning image of a huge 
collection of ageing stars, believed 
to be 10 billion-years-old.

This rich and dense smatter-
ing of stars is a massive globular 
cluster, a gravitationally bound 
collection of stars that orbits the 
Milky Way, the US space agency 
said in a statement.

Globular clusters are denser 
and more spherical than open star 

clusters like the famous Pleiades. 
They typically contain hundreds 
of thousands of stars that are 
thought to have formed at roughly 
the same time.

The hundreds of thousands of 
stars within the NGC 6139 are be-
lieved to have been formed over 10 
billion years ago, the report said.

As a result, they contain some 
of the oldest stars in our galaxy, 
formed very early in the galaxy’s 
history. 

However, their role in galactic 
evolution is still a matter of study.

This cluster is seen roughly in 
the direction of the centre of the 
Milky Way, in the constellation of 
Scorpius (the Scorpion).  

A s t r o n o m e r s  h a v e  u s e d 
Hubble to track “Scorpius” many 
times to observe objects such as 
the Butterfly Nebula, surprising 
binary star systems, and other 
dazzling globular clusters, the 
report noted.

San Francisco, July 1 
(IANS): Facebook-owned 
Instagram has introduced 
a new feature on “Stories” 
that would allow users to 
add a soundtrack to their 
content from a library of 
thousands of songs.

As part of the new fea-
ture, a new “music” icon 
would be visible under 
the record button in “Sto-
ries” that would let users 
“search for a specific song, 
browse by mood, genre or 
what is popular and tap 
the play button to hear a 
preview, Instagram said in 
a satement on Thursday.

The selected song 
would also come with 
fast-forward and re-
wind options for users 
to choose the exact part 
of the song that fits their 
story. 

“Instagram ‘Stories’ 
is now used by 400 mil-
lion every day, and we’re 
excited to give our com-
munity new ways to feel 
closer to their friends and 
followers,” the statement 
added. 

Viewers would be able 
to see a sticker showing 
the song title and artist 
name, while watching a 
“Story”.

New York, July 1 (IANS): 
Did you know which 
part of your brain helped 
you sing or change your 
voice pitch? Scientists 
have now identified the 
part of the brain which 
governs the “music” of 
speech and is responsible 
for controlling the voice 
pitch.

The findings sug-
gested that activation 
of neurons in one brain 
area, called the dorsal 
laryngeal motor cortex, 
was linked with quick 
changes in pitch, such 
as when different words 

are emphasized in a sen-
tence. 

The more active that 
area of the cortex was, 
the higher the speaker’s 
pitch on individual words 
would be, both during 
speech and when the 
subjects were singing a 
simple melody.

In the study, pub-
lished in the journal Cell, 
the team showed how 
the brains of some of the 
epilepsy patients who 
volunteered for the study 
modulated changes in 
pitch to emphasize differ-
ent words in the sentence 

“I never said she stole my 
money”, using a method 
known as electrocor-
ticography or ECoG -- 
brain monitoring using 
electrodes.

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
read the sentence mul-
tiple times, emphasis-
ing a different word each 
time, which changed the 
meaning of the sentence. 
This made it possible for 
the researchers to look at 
differences in brain ac-
tivity due to how speak-
ers emphasised different 
words in the sentence by 
changing pitch, without 

changing the words be-
ing spoken.

Further, while the pa-
tients were undergoing 
brain-mapping in prepa-
ration for neurosurgery, 
the researchers electri-
cally stimulated neurons 
in the dorsal laryngeal 
motor cortex.

They found that stim-
ulating those neurons not 
only caused the larynx 
-- known as voice box 
which is involved in pro-
ducing sounds -- muscles 
to flex, but also caused 
some patients to sponta-
neously vocalize.

Monica Grady | The Conversation
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Right to Education

S
tarting from Right to Education to the latest 
proposal of replacing the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) - in recent years, many 
changes have been made to our education 

system. But without being too critical it can be safely 
said that all these changes have so far not been able 
to improve the standard of education in our country. 
Rather, the changes have created an air of uncertainty 
among the students. Students are virtually clueless 
about their future. They do not know what changes 
will come next and what will happen to their career 
plan? For example, students of various central univer-
sities are still agitating over the reduction of seats for 
M. Phil and PhD. As usual, students of Delhi’s Jahwar-
lal Nehru University (JNU) were at the forefront of this 
agitation. So, it was easy for the authorities to claim 
that those students were not at all interested in their 
studies and that they were only interested in occupy-
ing the seats to pursue their political careers. But the 
explanation did not answer the moot question. What 
will happen to those students who are eligible to con-
tinue their studies further after obtaining Master de-
grees but would not be able do so because the univer-
sities have suddenly reduced the intake of students? 
Are there any alternatives for them? The authorities 
have no answer.

The authorities will not be able to answer these 
questions as these decisions were taken more to sat-
isfy their own egos rather than keeping the need of our 
education system in mind. As a matter of fact the au-
thorities have failed to realise that education system in 
our country needs a total overhauling from primary to 
the highest level. Effecting changes in one segment ig-
noring the problems of other sectors will further weak-
en the system. There should be comprehensive policy 
to make education meaningful. Adequate number of 
teachers and a common syllabus for students all over 
the country are the need of the day. Further, it is time 
to think whether education should be on the concur-
rent list or not as this is creating more problems than 
solutions. For example, recently the Centre has an-
nounced that history of emergency will become part 
of the curriculum soon. But the Centre was not the 
only one to do so. Few years ago the West Bengal gov-
ernment included Singur Movement in curriculum. 
Many other state governments have also burdened 
the students by including their favourite topics in the 
syllabus taking advantage of education being in the 
concurrent list. As there is common syllabus, when a 
student enters into national level, on most occasions, 
he or she will have to start afresh as the syllabus he or 
she followed was completely different.

In such a scenario, steps should be taken to re-
move the flaws prevailing in our education system. 
Cosmetic measures such as replacing UGC by another 
body will serve no purpose. At the same time dispari-
ties between in Central and state universities should 
be removed. It should be ensured that quality teachers 
are available in all the educational institutions. Only 
then Right to Education will become meaningful.

Five Books to Look Forward to in July 2018
Saket Suman  | IANS

T
hough summer is at its peak in 
most parts of India and literary 
events almost at a standstill, 
the coming month will bring 

cheer to many readers as it will mark 
the release of some riveting offerings.
Here are the five books yearning for 
prospective readers in the coming 
month:

1. Latitudes of Longing, by Shubhangi 
Swarup (HarperCollins)

If a publicist informs you at midnight 
that you need to leave everything 

aside and begin reading a novel slated 
to release in the upcoming month, it 
surely brings with it a ray of hope -- the 
sublime joy of finding your next read. 
Shubhangi Swarup is described by sea-
soned editor and publisher Udayan 
Mitra as “an extraordinary talent”, while 
poet-novelist Jeet Thayil says her’s is “a 
remarkable debut”.

Beginning in the depths of the 
Andaman Sea, and circling through 
Burma and Nepal to end amidst the 
highest glaciers and passes of the Ka-
rakorams, the story is said to sweep 
through worlds and times inhabited 
by unlikely but seemingly convincing 
characters. Of all novels releasing in 
the coming month, Swarup’s seems to 
be the most compelling. 

2. Pakistan Adrift: Navigating 
Troubled Waters, by Asad Durrani 

(Westland)

The author of this upcoming book, a 
former spymaster of Pakistan’s In-

ter-Services Intelligence (ISI), recently 
made headlines after he teamed up with 
RAW’s A.S. Dulat in a book of dialogues. 
Durrani was later summoned by the Pa-
kistan Army to explain his position on 
views attributed to him in the book.

Coming up with a new book in July, 
Durrani will reflect on his time in office 
-- refined by distance and by diplomat-
ic stints in Germany and Saudi Arabia. 
His assessment of the challenges faced 
by Pakistan in the last few decades, ac-
cording to the publisher, is both novel 
and informed. Though critical of the 
country’s civil and military leadership 
-- also conceding some of his own flaws 
-- he argues that the real causes of Paki-
stan’s travails differ from what interna-
tional observers have come to believe.

3. The Wind in My Hair: My Fight for 
Freedom in Modern Iran, by Masih 

Alinejad (Hachette)

This memoir is the extraordinary 
story of how one woman, Masih 

Alinejad, an awe-inspiring journal-
ist and activist from a small village in 
Iran, overcame enormous adversity to 
fight for what she truly believed and 
founded a major movement for wom-
en around the world with the sim-
ple removal of her hijab. It all started 
with a single photo, a bold statement 
on Masih’s Facebook page: A woman 
standing proudly, her face bare, her 
beautiful, curly hair blowing in the 
wind. Her crime: Simply removing her 
veil, or hijab, which is compulsory for 
women in Iran. It sparked a social-me-
dia liberation movement, and across 
Iran, women started posting pictures 

of their uncovered hair on Masih’s page 
in open defiance of the strict religious 
beliefs of their country.

But behind the scenes of this move-
ment, Masih has been fighting a pain-
ful personal battle. Read “The Wind in 
My Hair” to know more. The memoir 
released in the United States on May 29 
and will be hitting the stands here in July.

4. Devil’s Advocate: The Untold Story, 
by Karan Thapar (HarperCollins)

In “Devil’s Advocate”, veteran journal-
ist Karan Thapar dives deep into his 

life to come up with many intriguing 
moments. The book will feature sto-
ries of lasting friendships and long as-
sociations with Benazir Bhutto, Aung 
San Suu Kyi, Rajiv and Sanjay Gandhi, 
among others. However, not all friend-

ships lasted; for example, L.K. Advani, 
with whom he shared a close bond un-
til an unfortunate disagreement over an 
interview caused a fallout.

The tension generated during an 
interview has spilled over off-screen 
multiple times, and the author discuss-
es these incidents in detail. The untold 
story of two of his most controversial 
interviews -- with Jayalalithaa and 
Narendra Modi -- are also elaborated 
in the book. Riveting and fast-paced, 
“Devil’s Advocate” is said to be as no-
holds-barred as any of Karan Thapar’s 
interviews. The book is scheduled to 
release on July 20.

5. The Generation of Rage in Kashmir, 
by David Devadas (Oxford University 

Press)

In this book David Devadas, a former 
political editor at Business Stand-

ard, focuses on the rise of militancy in 
Kashmir. The book also explores the 
roots of the angst among Kashmiri 
youth, which exploded after the killing 
of Burhan Wani. He relates the increase 
in the generation of rage in Kashmir 
to the inability of those in power to 
declare the end of militancy at the 
right time. Exploring vital aspects of 
the conflict economy, murders for re-
wards, and terror acts by state-backed 
mercenaries, Devadas shows how sim-
plistic black-and-white narratives suit 
both pro- and anti-state actors equally 
and lead the poor and marginal to 
their deaths.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in)

May our lives cause others to ask the reason 
we have hope.

While staying at a hotel in Austin, Texas, I noticed a card 
lying on the desk in my room. It said:

Welcome 
Our prayer is that your stay here will be restful 

and that your travels will be fruitful. 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, and make 

His face shine upon you.
This card from the company that manages the hotel 

made me want to know more, so I accessed their website 
and read about their culture, strength, and values. In a win-
some way, they seek to pursue excellence and live out their 
faith in the workplace.

Their philosophy reminded me of Peter’s words to the 
followers of Jesus scattered throughout Asia Minor. He en-
couraged them to demonstrate their faith in Christ in the 
society where they lived. Even as they faced threats and 
persecution, Peter told them not to be afraid, “But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect” (1 Peter 3:15).

   A friend of mine calls this “living a lifestyle that de-
mands an explanation.” No matter where we live or work, 
may we in God’s strength live out our faith today—always 
ready to reply gently and respectfully to everyone who asks 
the reason for our hope.

IANS

Kaka D. Iralu

What is Truth?

D
uring the trial of Jesus, when 
Jesus told Pilate, that he had 
come into the world to bear 
witness to the truth, Pilate  

countered Jesus by asking: “What is truth” 
(Jn. 18: 37, 38). Pilate’s question in fact had 
been asked and  debated by religious lead-
ers, philosophers, legal experts and politi-
cal thinkers all down through the centuries 
of human history.And although Pilate’s, 
question had echoed and re-echoed down 
the corridors of history, Pilate was not the 
first man to utter to question. This is be-
cause, ever since the creation of man, God 
has been trying to reveal his truths to man-
kind and mankind too had been seeking 
these truths (e.g. Gen 2: 16,17; 3:14,15). 
As for mankind’s search and definition for 
“The truth,” some had said that the truth is 
multiple and diverse while others have said 
the truth is relative and subject to change 
and time.

Coming to the very recent times, one 
of the most popular definitions of truth 
stated by the Pragmatist school of philos-

ophy said: “The truth is the cash value of  
an idea” (Willam James). Pragmatists of  
course insist that the truth in any given situ-
ation should be the cash value to be gained 
from that situation. This political and eco-
nomic philosophy of pragmatism seems to 
have taken a strangulating grip on Naga 
society today. Given the historical political 
and legal truths of the Naga struggle, in the 
aftermath of the bloodbath, many oppor-
tunities for making quick money emerged. 
Into this whirlpool of opportunities, many 
Nagas who had sacrificed nothing in the 
struggle made their millions at the expense 
of those who sacrificed their all. Like the 
pragmatists, these Nagas cashed in to the 
cash value of the idea of Naga nationalism.

But coming back to the question of  
“What is Truth;” what in fact should be 
a right definition of truth? In my opinion 
(which is based on the Bible), a definition 
of the truth should simply be: “What is 
true as opposed to what is false.”  It should 
be truth without additions or subtrac-
tions. As for taking a position in regards to 
truth, it is, as Jesus himself had said: “Let 
your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ ‘No’; 

anything beyond this comes from the evil 
one”(Mat.5:37). This is to say that whether 
it is in the religious realm or the econom-
ic realm or the political realm, the truth 
should always be simply “What is true.”

In the context of the conversation be-
tween Pilate and Jesus, though Pilate was 
was questioning Jesus on what is truth; he 
was not ignorant of the following truths: 
1.He was fully aware that he had the politi-
cal and legal authority to either let Jesus go 
free or crucify him (Jn.19:10). 2.  He was 
also fully aware that Jesus was not guilty of  
any political or legal crime (Lk. 23:4, 22). 
But Piate succumbed to the pressure of the 
Jewish mob and the then existing situation.
Succumbing to pressure and existing situa-
tions and failing to uphold the truth! That 
was Pilate’s story and that, has also been 
the story of humanity all down the ages of  
history.

Now, knowledge of what is right and 
what is wrong or knowledge of truth and 
falsehood is not something external to the 
human heart or mind. This is clear from 
the Bible when it says that God’s laws are 
written into our very hearts (Dt. 30:11-14). 

But the tragedy of humanity and human 
history has been that we always try to ig-
nore the truth or keep it in abeyance or 
walk in a middle path so that we can es-
cape the implications and consequences of  
applying the truth and living it out in our 
real life situations. But do we get away by 
resorting to such evasive actions. Perhaps 
in Nagaland today, we are living in a situ-
ation similar to Isaiah times, when the 
whole nation of Israel was living in a state 
of apostasy. In that situation, the prophet 
of God cried out: “For our transgressions 
are multiplied before thee, and our sins tes-
tify against us...speaking oppression and 
revolt, conceiving and uttering from the 
heart words of falsehood. And justice is 
turned away backward, and righteousness 
standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in the 
streets, and equity cannot enter” (Is. 59: 12-
14). Have we Nagas too descended into a 
similar state of apostasy where because of  
our compromise with our political truth, 
justice and equity cannot enter into our so-
ciety? After all, compromise with truth in 
one area, always affects all other areas of  
one’s life.

Conceptual Perspectives and Dilemmas 

D
uring a span of century we have trodden 
across numerous hurdles and have achieved 
milestones and landmarks in our political nar-
rative which will always remain remarkably 

significant for us yet the menace of system and amputated 
dynamics for growth reeks with stagnation coupled by 
faulty political placement the contemporary people have 
been left to challenged with to substantiate adequate rea-
sonable claims of political rights to transform consistent 
political erroneous trajectories into sustainable diametric 
of growth. The sketchy state identity had amalgamated 
into logistics and evolving constitutional facilities as a re-
flection of directory nesting in their own point of refer-
ence and conveniently sustains as an auxiliary base during 
discourses related with Naga status quo, and further from 
the issue there is dearth in undermining among the pur-
view of directory, this writer feels, and for each to draw 
their own coherent insights.

There is also a sense of nobility the democratic system 
is answerable and accountable to the components. This 
emerging being a product of social contract in funda-
mental terms legitimacy allocates mandate and appropri-

ate balance of substance for its smooth functioning, and 
pertaining to status quo with all the intricacies inbound 
and submerged within an anomaly compounded further 
by corruption and not consistently regularized configura-
tion, systematically speaking, there also surfaces rooms 
to review and account political credibility within certain 
components on case in point.

In the greater interest we may even compensate to 
deliberate reasonably considering the logistics behind 
only so because logistics are indented in the wall, and 
ventilating to account the non regulatory enactment dur-
ing the budding hours, furthermore so Nagas are known 
to keep genuine even more or less when our feelings are 
not reciprocated equally. But on matters of  professional 
gravity it is also rudimentary on each side to reciprocate 
accordingly when the data are considered but consoli-
dated on a reasonable level through contemporary lens, 
which is mostly how political diplomacy are achieved 
amicably or yielded with a conclusive result; to consider 
circumstances and conditions for a sustainable people 
oriented diplomacy. The political stagnation had para-
lyzed growth and drastic measures of  merit is essential 

and the conveyance for sustainable growth is less relevant 
a disposition to be bargained in national chronology but 
left to seek out for mediation from the denominators of  
the constitutional ideals if  unfairly we may be treated 
without conviction.

Perhaps one of the important question Nagas have 
to address today is whether we can still preservers in the 
confines of corruption and controversial annexation into 
union. In recent times we have integrated why, what and 
how of most persisting anomalies and turbulences, and 
with the less maturation of relationship and exchanges 
with our immediate neighbors, it still hasn’t been easy 
to draw out measures on proprietary issues, perhaps on 
more reasonable level inclusive of concerned circumstan-
tial proprietors may pave way for resolving some greater 
interests through some medium though there is none to 
remark on this other than hope how things could unfold if  
through consolidation. The greater Inquisition perhaps is 
how much can we comprehensively exchange and condu-
cively invigorate progress amicably.

M. Akho
akhrienagaland @gmail.com

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
Living Out Loud

BIBLE READ:   1 PETER 3:8–16
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In your hearts revere Christ as Lord.     
~  1 Peter 3:15
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Someone could 
be prodding you to take action today, Aries. It 
might be best if you beat them to it and moti-
vate yourself. Stay a step or two ahead of the 

herd. Lead your own stampede and go wherever you 
want to go. It’s quite likely that you’ll run into conflict 
regarding issues about which you feel strongly. People 
are likely to be stubborn, so prepare yourself for a stale-
mate.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might ex-
perience a great deal of emotional confusion 
today, Taurus. There’s a debate brewing in-
side you. You’re having a hard time deciding 

whether to pursue the practical or the fanciful. Looking 
to others for help could only add to the confusion, so 
take their advice with a grain of salt. If nothing seems 
clear to you, then wait it out and proceed when you 
have a better handle on things.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Keeping things 
in balance will be a challenge today, Gemini. 
You’re likely to find that there’s conflict brew-
ing that doesn’t seem to want resolution. It’s 

OK. Don’t press the issue. You may find that the best 
solution is to escape into the clouds and come back to 
reality when the storm has settled. There’s no need to try 
to untangle the knots if they simply don’t want to budge.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Tension is likely 
to arise in many different areas of your life, 
Cancer. It’s possible that you’re either too 
dreamy or too practical for the issue at hand. 

It’s important for you to strike a balance. The toughest 
part will be finding people and situations that agree 
with you. Other people are likely to be quite inflexible 
and stubborn, and you may have to adapt in order to 
reach a compromise.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Yesterday’s trajec-
tory might run into a couple of snags today, 
Leo. You could find that your dreamy nature 
conflicts with the planned and steady. This 

conflict of interests may be creating some tension 
that will be difficult to work with. Your emotions are 
apt to deceive you, so try not to get pulled off course 
by a passing whim. Try to keep your feelings well 
grounded.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Try to keep your-
self in line with your emotions today, Virgo. 
It’s possible that a powerful yet subtle force is 
slowly trying to pull you off track. If so, think 

about taking a break and doing some physical activity 
to get your blood pumping. Go for a walk with a friend 
to help clear your head so you can think more ratio-
nally about the decisions you need to make.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You could find that 
an emotional issue rubs you the wrong way to-
day, Libra. Your tendency is to want to escape. 
Try to do so in a healthy manner. Go out and 

see a movie or read a book. Don’t fall prey to the tempta-
tion to indulge in more dangerous pursuits. That would 
only push the problems away temporarily. When they re-
surface again, they could be even harder to handle.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your artis-
tic side may want to take to the airwaves 
in some way today, Scorpio. Perhaps you 
should consider building your own website 

or getting a spot on a local radio show. Your dreams 
need a vehicle for distribution. Give them the means 
to be dispersed to others. You have the ability to inspire 
many people. Take this ability seriously and make use 
of your creative talents.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You could 
find that what was so light and active yester-
day runs into roadblocks today, Sagittarius. 
It might seem as if you’re suddenly heading 

straight for a brick wall regarding some of your cur-
rent projects. Suddenly there’s a more reserved tone 
to things, and you may have lost a bit of your precious 
momentum. Use this time to back off and reassess the 
wisdom of your direction.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The pace of 
things is likely to slow down a bit compared 
to what was happening yesterday, Cap-
ricorn. This is probably for the best. Take 

this time to do some planning and stabilizing. You’ve 
plowed forth into the fields. Now stop and assess what 
you’ve accomplished. Take things one step at a time 
and don’t get ahead of yourself. Be patient and things 
will come your way naturally.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18):  You might 
find that there’s a quality of dreaminess to 
your emotions today that keeps you from fo-
cusing on the task at hand, Aquarius. People 

are likely to be stubborn and confused, and you could 
be one of them. It might seem as if your mind is going 
in two directions and you aren’t sure which way to pro-
ceed. Try to incorporate more of your dreams into your 
waking reality.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Little voices are 
whispering in your ear today, Pisces. They 
could be asking you to join them in the clouds. 
You might get the feeling that there’s a lot of ten-

sion between what your heart has to say and what your 
mind has to say. Don’t be surprised if the energy of the 
day leaves you confused by the time the day ends. Don’t 
stress about making hard decisions or commitments.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Joseph LaPorte  | Aeon

Agroecology: Needed for Food Democracy in India

What Are Natural Foods? The glass of orange juice at the breakfast table tells a tale about what’s natural, 
what’s whole and what’s healthy for us

A
gro ecology i.e. the Zero Budget Nat-
ural Farming is the foundation of  
sustainable agriculture as well as sus-
tainable food security. Agro ecologi-

cal farming is one of our best hopes for feeding 
a hungry world — especially under conditions 
of increasing social and environmental stress 
It’s called food democracy.  Jacques Diouf, 
Director-General of the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization said, ““Hunger is 
not an issue of charity, it is an issue of justice.” 
Food is not simply a commodity, but a throb-
bing and dynamic expression of history, culture 
and civilisation. It not only represents a way of  
life, it is life itself. Food is an inalienable, funda-
mental and sacred right. 

Farming the land as if  nature doesn’t matter 
has been the model for much of the India’s food 
production system for long time. The results 
haven’t been pretty: depleted soil, chemically 
fouled waters, true family farms all but elimi-
nated, a worsening of public health and more.

Over one billion hungry people go to bed 

every day all over the world; this can be termed 
as our most tragic achievement in modern days. 
We have to reclaim our right to food, nutrition 
and food safety. The need is to produce food 
where the poor and hungry live and to boost 
agricultural investment in these regions. Food 
democracy is the new agenda for ecological sus-
tainability and social justice.

The Green Revolution India attained na-
tional food self-sufficiency 35 years ago through 
investment in technology, institutions and infra-
structure, but still 35 per cent Indians remains 
food insecure. In India the low income of the 
majority of the population and high food prices 
prevent complete food security for all. Surging 
food grain prices and worsening global sup-
plies are challenging the food security in India. 
The grain yield of Indian farmers is not going 
up and there is growing gap between demand 
and supply. After three decades of relatively 
comfortable production and availability of  
food grains, India once again seems to be slid-
ing back to those humiliating days of 1960’s we 
used to live from ship to mouth on imported 
wheat obtained from the USA.

India is facing several new problems, of  
which the following are important: First, in-
creasing population leads to increased demand 
for food and reduced per capita availability of  
arable land and irrigation water. Second, im-
proved purchasing power and increased ur-
banisation lead to higher per capita food grain 
requirements due to an increased consumption 
of animal products.  Third, there is increasing 
damage to the ecological foundations of agri-
culture, such as land, water, forests, biodiversity 
and the atmosphere and there are distinct pos-
sibilities for adverse changes in climate and sea 
level. Fourth, while dramatic new technological 
developments are taking place, particularly in 
the field of biotechnology, their environmental, 
food safety and social implications are yet to be 
fully understood. Finally, gross capital forma-
tion in agriculture is tending to decline in both 
public and private sectors during the present 
decade. The rate of growth in rural non-farm 
employment has been poor.

To all the problems faced by the farmers 
Agro ecology is the key answer.  Agro ecology 
is the truly green revolution we need for this 

century. It invites us to embrace the complexity 
of Nature: it sees such complexity not as a li-
ability, but as an asset. The farmer, in this view, 
is a discoverer: he or she proceeds experimen-
tally, by trial and error, observing what conse-
quences follow from which combinations, and 
learning from what works best —even though 
the ultimate “scientific” explanation may re-
main elusive. This is empowering: the farmer 
is in the driver’s seat, where she constructs the 
knowledge that works best in the local context 
in which she operates. In contrast, so-called 
“modern” agriculture, which is in fact twenti-
eth-century agriculture, did the exact opposite: 
it sought to simplify Nature. What to do on the 
field was defined by whatever was prescribed by 
« science » developed in laboratories. The path 
from research to practice was unidirectional, 
and it was seen as unproblematic: since solu-
tions were based on science, they were consid-
ered universally applicable. The experiential 
knowledge of the farmer was irrelevant at best; 
at worst, it was treated as « prejudice », and as 
an obstacle to the top-down implementation of  
sound scientific prescriptions from “experts”.

Agroecology, a farming approach that mim-
ics natural ecosystems, is an alternative method 
to conventional farming that can produce more 
food using fewer resources. It must be recog-
nised as the way forward for the food, nutrition-
al security and livelihood security of the small 
and marginal farmers across India. It is free 
from debt and suicide because Small-scale farm-
ers can double food production within 10 years 
in critical regions by using ecological methods.

As a social movement, agro ecology en-
courages peer-to-peer exchanges of information 
between farmers. It prioritizes local solutions 
relying on local resources. And it transforms 
the relationship between the farmer and the 
« expert » from the department of agriculture 
or from the international agency, not in order 
to reverse it and to replace one hierarchy with 
another, but in order to move towards the co-
construction of knowledge, as most clearly il-
lustrated by participatory plant breeding.

It promises inclusiveness, participation, live-
lihood generation, the stemming of migration 
to cities, empowerment of the small farmer, and 
the stimulation of family farming practices.

W
hat is a ‘natural’ food product? 
One common suggestion is that 
‘natural’ things are not made of  
chemicals. But the whole bio-

logical world is chemicals! Another suggestion: 
natural products are not genetically modified 
(that is, a GMO). Alas, that won’t work either. 
While GMO designers do mix and match genes 
artificially, the bacteria at work in you and your 
food do the same thing and have always done 
so. How about not made in a lab? No, the vi-
tamin C from a lab is the same chemical as the 
vitamin C from an orange.  

So it isn’t easy to say what a natural prod-
uct comes to. Understandably, many commen-
tators have thrown up their hands in despair. 
Even the US Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has given up on enshrining a formal 
definition of ‘natural’. But giving up is an over-
reaction. Outside the clean world of mathemat-
ics, nearly all concepts are in want of clarifica-
tion, and natural is a useful enough notion for 
us to attempt to clarify. In spite of its trendy 
appearance, the core idea behind ‘natural’ has 
been around at least since Aristotle.

An Aristotelian account comes to this: 
foods similar to the foods that our ancestors ate 
in their natural environments are the foods that 
we are designed to flourish on. When we devi-
ate from design, we run risks. Eating naturally 
is eating what we’ve been designed to eat, just 
like a car that is designed to run on gasoline, 
not diesel or oil. The question is: who or what 
designed us for the natural foods that fuel us? 
Neither Aristotle nor most of those deeply 
beholden to him in the succeeding ages could 
answer detailed questions about that, from a 
scientific standpoint. It took Charles Darwin 
in the 19th century to introduce those answers.

Darwin would say that our ancestors, who 
managed to make good use of the foods avail-
able in their environment, survived to pass on 
their genes to us. They were naturally ‘select-
ed’ for preservation. As their descendants, we 
inherit their body type, which does well eat-
ing those same types of foods. Not everyone 
around at the same time as our ancestors had 
bodies like theirs, of course. Those who found 
the available food indigestible were poorly 
nourished, so they couldn’t flourish. They 
couldn’t pass on their own body type to a line 
of descendants who would last until today for 
anyone to inherit that body type. Gradually, se-
lection designed bodies to make good use of the 
natural foods available.

For example, we’re designed for fruit, be-
cause that’s one of the primary foods our an-
cestors enjoyed. A long process of evolutionary 
selection designed our ancestors, even before 
there were humans, to derive benefits from the 
fruits they ate. A substantial portion of terrestri-
al animals have eaten fruit, so our bodies (and 
those of turtles and mice, say) are designed by 
evolution to flourish from fruit’s nutritional po-
tential. In fact, just as we are naturally designed 
to eat fruit, the fruit is naturally designed by its 
plant source to benefit us. By feeding us with its 
berries, a blackberry bush or a banana tree uses 
us to collect and spread its seeds – with a little 
fertiliser. (Yes, technically bananas are berries.) 

These seeds have done well: they have passed 
on their genes for packing seeds in a nutritious 
package for animals like us to eat and then to 
replant in another nutritious package to help 
the seeds get off to a good start. It benefits the 
plant to keep us around, spreading its seeds for 
many seasons. 

Our systems are less-well designed to me-
tabolise fruit juice with its concentrated sugar 
load than the fruit itself. Our ancestors didn’t 
juice their fruit – that would have been a lot 
of extra work for no gain. So evolution de-
signed you to flourish not on the juice but on 
the fruit. Of course, juice is similar enough that 
your body can make some use of it but it’s not 
as good as the fruit because your body is best 
equipped to profit from the fruit’s combination 
of nutrients taken together.

Today, orange juice is associated with a 
complete breakfast but only because of new 
economic developments. A century ago, or-
ange juice came from your orange. Market 
conditions have recently motivated economic 
powers to reshape our thinking since there are 
only so many whole oranges the country can 
eat. Many more oranges can be sold and con-
sumed in the form of juice concentrate. Ship-
ping and preserving got easier too. When you 
juice a fruit, you remove a lot of things that 
help us to make use of the food, like the fibre 
and phytonutrients. Your body can’t process the 
sugars as well if  the rest of the orange is miss-
ing. Evolution has not given us the equipment 
to deal well with just isolated juice. The human 
body takes longer than the market to adapt to 
new conditions.

Still less is our body designed for sugars 
alone, can might be isolated from the fruit just as 
the juice can. The sugars might then be dumped 
in a so-called ‘fruit punch’ or ‘juice drink’ by the 
spoonful, perhaps with vitamin C which is also 
isolated from the fruit. ‘Fruit punch’ should 
be regarded as unnatural for us because unlike 
pure fruit juice, fruit punch, with its low fruit 
content (perhaps 5 per cent juice) and high add-
ed-sugar content, is too remote from what our 
bodies have been designed to deal with for us 
to benefit from it. Fruit-flavoured soda, which 
has no fruit juice at all, is even worse. Forget 
about whether the sugar is derived from a natu-
ral source such as fruit. Forget about whether 
there are so-called ‘artificial’ ingredients to fla-
vour the soda, like aspartame and saccharin, 
which are lab inventions. Too much sugar iso-
lated from the fruit is itself  a problem that alone 
spoils any reasonable claim to a beverage’s 
naturalness. A crucial point is that naturalness 
comes in degrees, and ‘fruit punch’, not to men-
tion soda, are too low on the scale to be worth 
calling natural, because we’re so ill-equipped by 
evolution to benefit from them.

Critics of natural living sometimes stress 
that all this focus on our ancestral, natural envi-
ronment is only sentimental yearning for a past 
paradise that never was. Mythical associations 
evoked by blue corn chips from the Garden of  
Eatin’ might sell tortilla chips but they have lit-
tle basis in reality. Science cannot speak to any 
pristine natural paradise in which humans ever 
flourished. Nature has always been ‘red in tooth 
and claw’, as the poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
put it in 1849. There was never a time before the 

snake struck at our heel with poison as effective 
as any we’ve concocted artificially since. So per-
haps there’s nothing desirable about returning 
to ‘natural’ living?

Besides, a related objection goes, we hu-
mans and all we do have always been part of  
our own natural surroundings; we can’t under-
stand our natural environment as something 
isolated from ourselves and our creations. So 
how can we recognise any difference between 
natural and artificial? After all, if  the mating 
dance of a bird or the hive of a bee is a natu-
rally evolved phenomenon, then so are human 
behaviours and human artefacts, including 
those we call ‘unnatural’. All of this trivialises 
a ‘natural’ lifestyle. A club with everyone as a 
member isn’t a very interesting club: so goes a 
second worry.

Satisfactory answers to these worries come 
with help from philosophers of language, such 
as the late David Lewis. Lewis emphasised the 
interesting ways that context can direct you to 
what you’re talking about. If  I open the fridge 
and tell you there’s no beer, you won’t then 
object that you just saw some at the supermar-
ket. I’ve set a context by searching through the 
fridge. But if  I stand by a bare patch on the 
supermarket shelves that normally stock beer, 
the very same sentence works to communicate 
something different: whatever might be in my 
fridge, the supermarket is out of beer.

The relevant context for ‘natural’, too, var-
ies. From the perspective of the language of  
science, natural often means anything physi-
cal. Quarks or black holes, Teflon or saccha-
rin, these are the ‘natural’ subject matter of the 
‘natural’ sciences, traditionally contrasted with, 
say, theology. What qualifies as ‘natural’ for 
marketers and consumers of ‘natural’ products 
that we eat, drink or use is more discriminating 
than what counts as the ‘natural’ subject matter 
of the natural sciences. Products for natural liv-
ing concern what contributes by design to our 
flourishing. That would not include everything 
from our natural environments, which could be 
hostile as well as supportive for us.
You’re probably better off  with artificial diet soda 

than with naturally honey-sweetened soda
Finding the roots of ‘natural’ in our past 

might suggest, to some, the so-called ‘paleo-
diet’. The problem with this diet is that it is 
too narrowly focused on the hunter-gatherer 
stage in human evolutionary development, be-
fore agriculture developed some 10,000 years 
ago. Evolution has continued to shape our 
design since then. For example, dairy farming 
in Scandinavia some 10,000 years ago has de-
signed Scandinavian people to be highly lac-
tose tolerant. There are isolated African com-
munities with a similar heritage and a similar 
inheritance. Most Asians, on the other hand, 
become lactose intolerant as adults, not hav-
ing had a history of dairy. Our bodies testify 
to evolution’s quick handiwork. They also tes-
tify to evolution’s long-term storage, so we’re 
designed to flourish from foods such as those 
that would pre-date any human environment. 
Europeans could readily enjoy tomatoes, po-
tatoes and corn, which they had never tasted 
before they found the Native Americans’ crops. 
In their turn, Native Americans enjoyed apples, 
oranges and European grains, all of which were 

new. These foods are similar enough to foods 
that the human and pre-human ancestors of  
all modern humans ate that people were able 
to handle the new variations right away. This 
explains why even dogs – natural carnivores – 
show substantial benefits from these very same 
fruits introduced to them for controlled stud-
ies. Dogs share with us substantial overlap in 
design – as do the fruiting plants that serve us 
both well. Evolution saves its work.

Does natural amount to ‘healthy’? In fact, 
some foods we’re designed to benefit from don’t 
help us stay healthy. There are many reasons 
for this. One reason is today’s lifestyle, which 
might throw off our natural reception of foods 
for which we’re designed. Potatoes are natural 
but according to the School of Public Health at 
Harvard University, they’re ‘really unhealthy’, 
just like ‘sugary drinks’. This is because your 
ancestors earned the benefit from them, with a 
more completely natural lifestyle. Regular con-
sumption of potatoes ‘may be okay for people 
who dig their own’, according to Walter Wil-
lett, professor of epidemiology and nutrition 
at Harvard. ‘But today, few Americans get the 
amount of physical activity our ancestors did 
80 years ago, and that means our metabolism 
responds poorly to high amounts of starch.’ 
In our natural state, we had to dig our tubers. 
There were no supermarkets.

That is why even natural carb sources such 
as potatoes (also honey and maple syrup) may 
be less healthy for most people today than ‘ar-
tificial’ nearly-zero-calorie sweeteners in diet 
sodas, such as aspartame or saccharin. Aspar-
tame and saccharin are human-created chemi-
cals that artificially replace real carbs, which are 
calorie-rich. (Regarding the worry that artificial 
sweeteners put you at risk of cancer, the chanc-
es are actually vanishingly small. Your risk of  
disease from carb overload from foods such as 
sugared sodas, on the other hand, is astonish-
ingly high, whether the carbs are natural, like 
honey, or unnatural, like table sugar.) So given 
our unnaturally high levels of calories, and 
given our unnaturally low levels of exercise, 
you may well minimise risks to your health by 
choosing artificial diet soda rather than natural-
ly honey-sweetened soda because the diet soda 
doesn’t add still more calories to your diet. Too 
many calories is a major cause of death today: 
many people you know will die of diabetes or 
heart trouble, leading causes of which include 
our unnaturally calorie-rich diets.

So ‘natural’ isn’t the same as ‘healthy’ – but 
is it instead the same as ‘unprocessed’? After all, 
the obstacle to counting table sugar as natural 
is that processing has extracted the sugar from 
the rest of what is in its plant source. Perhaps 
natural is superfluous? Can’t we just say ‘whole 
foods’? No.

Skim milk is not a whole food: the cream, 
which rises to the top of natural milk, has been 
skimmed off. But skim milk might be natu-
ral for you. Your ancestors might have drunk 
it, saving the fat for butter and cheese. Green 
grass from the wheat plant, on the other hand, 
is whole, but there’s reason to doubt that it’s 
natural for you because it isn’t clear that you’re 
designed with the right digestive system. Cows 
are another story. Some plants design whole 
foods for foragers other than you. Many red 

and white berries should be left to birds, excel-
lent seed dispersers who eat a broader span of  
berries than us. Not all foods natural to cows or 
birds are natural to us.

Innovations have not done the body well. Too 
much has changed too radically

Natural isn’t the same as whole or health-
ful. Even so, natural should be associated with 
these concepts. Unnatural foods tend to be the 
same foods as so-called ‘processed’ or ‘refined’ 
or un-whole foods, as well as unhealthy foods. 
That’s because evolution – fast as it is – can’t 
redesign the human body in less than a century 
and a half to make good use of the radically 
new refined diet introduced by the Industrial 
Revolution. The new diet is comprised largely 
of refined flour and sugar and other foods of  
unprecedented caloric density. Milled ‘white’ 
flour has been shorn from the other parts of the 
grain, the germ and bran, just as purified sugar 
has been shorn from other parts of the plant 
source. These foods and foods like them, which 
now make up a significant part of US consum-
ers’ caloric intake, often ‘resemble natural foods, 
but actually represent a radically new creation’, 
as the US physician David Ludwig writes – tac-
itly presupposing, by the way, the sort of con-
text we’re looking for. Innovations have not 
done the body well. Too much has changed too 
radically. That’s why natural, whole and health-
ful is often the same in practice.

The components of a natural life work best 
together. Living naturally means getting out 
for a walk through a wooded path, as growing 
numbers of health providers are advising, fol-
lowing studies suggesting improved function 
from all we take in by way of the soil, air, light-
ing and so on. Perhaps this shouldn’t be surpris-
ing in view of some 50,000 generations through 
which humans evolved as hunter-gatherers, fol-
lowed by 1 per cent of that time as agricultural 
workers, and then an evolutionary blink of an 
eye during which our species has been indoors, 
stationary.

Living naturally moves us to conserve and 
restore the environment, so that a daily walk 
along a wooded path is even an option for you 
in a world where, again for the first time, most 
people live in urban settings. Conservation 
also means reducing our consumption of all 
products, even natural ones. Our environment 
meets us in the air we breathe and the water 
we drink. Just buying products at all, whether 
those products are natural or not, contributes 
to an unnatural environment in the big picture, 
because of the pollution to our air and water, 
from manufacturing.

Pause to reflect on the packaging alone for 
a natural product: paper, plastic, metals, inks, 
glues. Add up all the products you bring home 
in a week. Many purchases on the part of  
many consumers have unnaturally altered the 
air and the water in seas and oceans, which are 
now vastly different in chemical makeup from 
when they immersed our ancestors. The distin-
guished biologist Paul Ehrlich at Stanford Uni-
versity writes: ‘All living things – us included – 
have been plunged into a sickening poisonous 
stew’, comprised of manufacturing-byproducts 
from materials we buy and toss away every day 
without a second thought. Thinking natural 
can encourage us to wiser reflection.
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GST not disruptive, higher revenues 
to aid rate rationalisation — Jaitley

48 killed as ‘overloaded’ bus 
falls into gorge in Pauri district 

Will Modi accept his ‘failure’ in bringing back black money, asks Mayawati

Amid coalition worries, Karnataka 
legislature begins today

SIT formed to probe 
Mandsaur rape case

Five lynched in 
Maharashtra on 
suspicion of being 
child-lifters, 15 held

Kejriwal urges parties to unite 
for full statehood for Delhi 

India, Pak exchange lists of prisoners in each other’s jails 

PTI

Union Minister Arun Jaitley addresses via video-conferencing during GST Day celebrations, at the 
Ambedkar International Centre in New Delhi on Sunday, July 1 2018.

PTI

A bus lies after it fell into a deep gorge, in Pauri on Sunday, July 1 2018. At least 48 people were killed 
and 10 others were injured.

PTI

Mayawati (File Photo)

PTI

(L-R) AICC general secretary in-charge of Karnataka KC Venugopal, JD National Secretary General Danish 
Ali, Chief Minister HD Kumaraswamy, former Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, and Deputy Chief Minister 
G Parameshwara during the Congress-JD coordination committee’s meeting, in Bengaluru on Sunday, 
July 1 2018.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, flanked by AAP leaders, speaks at the party’s Pradesh 
Mahasammelan on the issue of full statehood for Delhi, in New Delhi on Sunday July 1.

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): 
Union Minister Arun Jait-
ley today said rollout the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) has not been dis-
ruptive in the last one 
year and exuded confi-
dence that higher rev-
enue collections would 
enhance the capacity of 
the government to ra-
tionalise tax rates going 
forward.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of the first anniver-
sary of the GST rollout, 
the minister stressed that 
the best in terms of the 
impact of new tax re-
gime on the GDP growth, 
ease of doing business, 
expansion of trade and 
industry, Make in India 
initiative and promoting 
honest business practices 
was yet to come.

He also dismissed the 
idea of a single rate GST 
being advocated by Con-
gress President Rahul Gan-
dhi as flawed saying that it 
can only work in a country 
where the entire popula-
tion has ‘similar and high’ 
capacity to spend.

Jaitley, who is recu-
perating from a kidney 
transplant, joined the 
‘GST-Day’ celebrations 
through video confer-
encing. 

GST which subsumed 
17 local taxes was rolled 
out on July 1, last year. 
Currently over 1.14 crore 
businesses are registered 
under the new tax regime.

Observing that coun-
tries implementing GST 

had witnessed major dis-
ruption, Jaitley said he 
too had felt that it would 
cause disruption in the 
Indian economy.

I myself used to use 
the word disruptive when 
it came to major reform 
like GST because it takes 
time to settle down. But 
after one year of expe-
rience I’m not too sure 
whether I can use the 
word disruptive for GST 
re f o r m .  T h e  s m o o t h 
manner in which the 
changeover has taken 
place is almost unprec-
edented anywhere in the 
world,” Jaitley said.

He said the the econ-
omy has seen “effective 
gains” of GST roll out in 
the last year. “...The best 
of GST, in terms of its 

contribution to society, is 
yet to come, Jaitley said.

In the current fiscal, 
mop up from GST topped 
INR 1.03 lakh crore in 
April, INR 94,016 crore in 
May and INR 95,610 crore 
in June.

As the tax collection 
goes up, the capacity to 
rationalise the slabs, the 
capacity to rationalise the 
rates, also will certainly 
increase. And therefore 
that capacity to ration-
alise will increase once 
the total volume of tax 
collected significantly 
increases, Jaitley said. 

Stating that the input 
tax credit itself is an ef-
fective route for ensuring 
that people make their 
disclosures faster, Jait-
ley said once you have a 

more efficient tax system 
it will ensure that evasion 
does not take place. 

The e-way bill has al-
ready been implement-
ed and once the invoice 
matching comes in, eva-
sion and detection of eva-
sion itself will become far 
simpler itself, he said. 

He said since GST is 
a regressive tax, the poor 
have to be given a sub-
stantial relief, he said, 
stressing that most food 
items agricultural prod-
ucts and the Aam Aadmi 
products have to be tax 
exempt while some oth-
ers have to be taxed at a 
nominal rate.

Rahul Gandhi has 
been advocating a single 
slab GST for India. It is a 
flawed idea. A single slab 

GST can function only in 
those countries where 
the entire population has 
a similar and a higher 
level of paying capacity.

Being fascinated by 
the Singapore model is 
understandable but the 
population profile of a 
state like Singapore and 
India is very different. 
Singapore can charge 
7 per cent GST on food 
and 7 per cent on luxury 
goods. Will that model 
work for India?, the min-
ister questioned.

Jaitley, who was the 
Finance Minister when 
the GST was introduced, 
is  currently minister 
without portfolio. 

Addressing through 
the video conferencing, 
he said the goods which 
are currently in the 28 
per cent tax bracket, were 
taxed at 31-32 per cent in 
the pre-GST era because 
of the cascading effect of 
various taxes. 

He said despite chal-
lenges to the global econ-
omy, thanks to demon-
etisation and anti-black 
money measures, the GST 
impact on direct taxes was 
not fully visible last year 
and direct tax revenues 
increased 18 per cent. 

A study of first nine 
months from July, 2017 
to March 31, 2018, shows 
that the combined total 
collection has been INR 
8.2 lakh crore. If this fig-
ure is annualised, then 
this figure comes out to 
be INR 11 lakh crore.

Dehradun, July 1 (PTI): A private bus fell 
into a deep gorge in Uttarakhand’s Pauri 
district this morning killing at least 48 
people and injuring 10 others, police said.

The “overloaded” bus was carrying 58 
passengers, they said. 

“The accident occurred near Gween 
village, close to Dhumakot, when the bus 
on way to Ramnagar fell into a 200 metre 
deep gorge killing 45 persons on the spot 
and leaving 13 injured,” Pauri SP Jagat 
Ram Joshi told PTI on the phone. 

The accident took place at around 
8.30 AM, he said. 

Three more succumbed to injuries 
later during the day at the PHC, Dhuma-
kot, where the injured were rushed after 
rescue teams reached the spot, Joshi said. 

Two critically injured were referred to 
Ramnagar while eight were under treat-
ment at Dhumakot, the SP said. 

Though the exact cause of the ac-
cident was not yet known, the bus was 
carrying passengers much beyond its 
capacity, he said.

One of the possibilities is that the bus 
fell into the gorge when the driver was try-
ing to negotiate a big waterlogged pothole 

in the middle of the road, the official said 
referring to initial inputs. 

The plunge was so forceful that the 
upper part of the bus separated exposing 
the seats in the lower part, the SP said. 

All bodies were recovered and the in-
jured rescued from the mangled remains 
of the vehicle which rolled down into the 
200 metre deep gorge before crashing into 
a shallow stream, he said. 

Rescue operations were carried out by 
the police and SDRF personnel, he said. 

Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat 
visited the accident site and expressed 
grief at the loss of lives. 

He ordered a magisterial probe into 
the accident besides announcing a com-
pensation of INR 2 lakh to the next of 
kin of those killed and INR 50,000 for the 
injured, the CMO said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also 
conveyed his condolences to the families 
of those killed in the accident.

Earlier, Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh spoke to Chief Minister Rawat on 
the phone to condole the deaths in the 
accident and offered all possible help in 
relief and rescue operations.

Lucknow, July 1 (PTI): Cit-
ing a data that deposits of 
Indians had increased in 
Swiss banks, BSP supre-
mo Mayawati today asked 
whether Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi would ac-
cept his “failure in bringing 
back black money”.

The BSP leader also 
attacked the central gov-
ernment over the falling 
value of the Indian Rupee 
against the US Dollar.

“Will Modi govern-

ment not like to take 
credit of rise in money in 
Swiss banks? The question 
which arises in the nation’s 
interest is that why money 
earned in India is in a for-
eign bank,” Mayawati said 
in a statement issued here.

“Is the BJP government 
promoting the private 
sector, which always ig-
nores Dalits and backward 
classes? Will the Modi gov-
ernment accept its fail-
ure in bringing back black 

money? Is this example of 
BJP’s patriotism?” she also 
asked.

Latest data from the 
Swiss National  Bank 
(SNB) showed that money 
parked by Indians in Swiss 
banks rose over 50 per 
cent to CHF 1.01 billion 
(Rs 7,000 crore) in 2017, re-
versing a three-year down-
ward trend amid India’s 
clampdown on suspected 
black money stashed by its 
citizens overseas.

The official annual 
data was released on June 
28 by SNB, the central 
banking authority of Al-
pine nation Switzerland.

On the decreasing val-
ue of the Rupee against the 
US Dollar, Mayawati said, 
“The BJP government is 
only working for capital-
ists and is anti-poor.” 

She alleged that the 
Centre has failed to check 
poverty, price rise, unem-
ployment and illiteracy.

Terming joining of 

hands by opposition par-
ties against the BJP as a 
“big work in public inter-
est”, Mayawati said, “The 
BJP’s tension in obvious 
due to unity of opposition 
parties. It (BJP) should 
realise that due to its anti-
people’s policy its allies are 
parting away.” 

On the Trump admin-
istration’s “America First” 
policy, Mayawati said that 
the Modi government 
should immediately take 
steps in the interest of In-
dians in the US. She also 
suggested that the Centre 
to review flaws in the GST 
and remove them.

On the alleged rape of 
a girl in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Mandsaur, the BSP su-
premo said that culprits 
should be immediately ar-
rested and the BJP should 
also take action against 
its MLA and MP, who, she 
claimed, were trying to 
take political mileage on 
the issue.

Bengaluru, July 1 (PTI): 
Amid coalition worries, 
the first full-fledged as-
sembly session in Kar-
nataka after the H D 
Kumaraswamy led Con-
gress-JD(S) government 
came to power will be-
gin here tomorrow with 
Governor Vajubhai Vala 
addressing the joint ses-
sion.

This will be for the 
third time the fifteenth 
assembly will be meeting 
after the assembly polls 
in May, which yielded a 
fractured verdict with BJP 
emerging as the single 
largest party, but falling 
short of numbers to form 
the government.

In the first session on 
May 19, the three-day-
old B S Yeddyurappa led 
BJP government resigned 
even before taking the 
floor test with numbers 
stacked up against it,while 
the second one on May 
25 saw Kumaraswamy 
winning the vote of con-
fidence.

The session is begin-
ning tomorrow against the 
backdrop of discordant 
notes emerging from the 
Congress and JDS even 
on the issue of presenting 
a full-fledged budget and 
over several ministerial 
aspirants in both parties 
failing to make it to the 
cabinet.

With the five member 
committee set up by the 
Congress-JD(S) coordina-
tion committee to draft a 
common minimum pro-
gramme for the coalition 
government, ready with its 
report that includes crop 
loan waiver, the focus will 
be now on the budget to 
be presented on July 5, by 
Kumaraswamy, who also 
holds the finance port-
folio.

Siddaramaiah, who 
held the finance portfolio 
in the previous govern-
ment, had recently said 
there was no need for a 
fresh budget and insist-
ed that a supplementary 
budget would do.

Mandsaur (MP), July 1 
(PTI): The DNA samples 
of the twopeople arrested 
on charges of abduct-
ing and raping a minor 
girl in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Mandsaur city were sent 
for examination and a 
special investigation team 
had been formed to speed 
up the probe, police said 
today.

The SIT will be headed 
by City Superintendent of 
Police (CSP) Rakesh Mo-
han Shukla and will also 
include a legal adviser.

Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Manoj Kumar 
Singh said the DNA sam-
ples of both the accused, 
identified as Irfan (20) 
and Asif (24), were sent for 
examination on Saturday.

Officials said a police 
team from Mandsaur had 
left for Indore to meet the 
victim who is recuperat-
ing at the MY Hospital 
there.

Irfan was arrested on 
June 27 and is in police 
custody till July 2 while 
Asif, who was arrested 
on June 29, is in police 
remand till July 5.

They were booked 
under relevant sections 
of the IPC and the Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act.

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal today appealed to 
all political parties to unite to demand 
complete statehood for the national capi-
tal and announced a city-wide campaign 
for the same.

“It’s not just the Aam Aadmi Party’s 
fight... All parties should come together to 
support this demand. We will convene an 
all-party meeting soon to seek support for 
complete statehood for Delhi,” Kejriwal 
told a gathering of party workers at the 
Indira Gandhi Stadium.

“I want to remind Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of his promise to grant full 
statehood to Delhi. 

If he doesn’t deliver on it, his party will 
not get a single seat in the next elections,” 
the chief minister said.

The lack of statehood was the reason 
behind the continuous tussle with the 

lieutenant governor and the alleged strike 
by bureaucrats, according to Kejriwal.

Once Delhi becomes a “full state”, it 
would witness spurt in the development 
work, the AAP chief said, adding his party 
was fighting for the dignity of Delhi’s vot-
ers. 

The Delhi Assembly had recently 
adopted a resolution on “full statehood” 
during a special session. At that time, 
Kejriwal had said he would campaign for 
the BJP if the Centre granted full state-
hood to Delhi. 

The AAP also launched a signature 
campaign titled “Delhi Mange Apna Haq” 
today to drum up support from 10 lakh 
people on the full statehood issue. The 
campaign will start on July 3 and end on 
July 25.

The signatures collected will be hand-
ed over to the prime minister.

Mumbai/Nashik, July 1 
(PTI): Five people were 
today lynched by a mob 
in Maharashtra’s Dhule 
district over suspicion that 
they were part of a gang of 
“child lifters”, police said.

The incident took 
place at Rainpada, 25 
kilometres from Pimpal-
ner in Dhule district, at 
around 11.30 am, officials 
said.

The five, along with 
a few others, were seen 
getting down from a state 
transport bus in the trib-
al-dominated Rainpada 
hamlet, police said.

When one of them ap-
parently tried to speak to 
a girl child, the villagers, 
who had gathered for the 
weekly Sunday market, 
pounced on them, they 
said.

An official at the Pim-
palner police station said 
that the five people died 
after being assaulted. 
Their identities have not 
been established yet.

Two policemen were 
also injured in the inci-
dent, he added.

Fifteen people have 
been taken into custody 
in connection with the 
incident, police said.

According to police, 
rumours that a gang of 
child lifters was active in 
the area were doing the 
rounds for a few days.

New Delhi, July 1 (PTI): India and 
Pakistan today exchanged lists of 
civilian prisoners and fishermen 
lodged in each other’s jails as per the 
provision of a bilateral agreement.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
said Pakistan has shared with India 
a list of 53 civilian prisoners and 418 
fishermen in its custody, who are 
Indians or believed to be Indians.

It said Pakistan was asked to ex-
pedite the release of nine Indian ci-
vilian prisoners and 229 Indian fish-
ermen who have completed their 
sentences and whose nationality 
have been confirmed.

The MEA said India has con-
veyed to Pakistan the need for early 
release and repatriation of civilian 
prisoners, missing Indian defence 
personnel and fishermen along with 
their boats.

India too handed over to Paki-
stan a list of 249 civilian prisoners 
and 108 fishermen from that country 
lodged in Indian jails.

The lists were shared as per a bi-
lateral agreement on consular access 
signed in May 2008. The lists of pris-
oners have to be exchanged twice 
every year on January 1 and July 1.

Indian nationals in Pakistani jails 
included Kulbhushan Jadhav and 
Hamid Nehal Ansari. However, the 
statement issued by the MEA did 
not mention names of the prisoners.

Jadhav was arrested in March 
2016 on charges of espionage and a 
Pakistani military court has handed 
him the death penalty. Following the 
sentencing, India approached the 
International Court of Justice, which 
restrained Pakistan from executing 
Jadhav in May last year.

Mumbai’s Ansari had reportedly 
tried to enter Pakistan illegally from 
Afghanistan in 2012 to meet a wom-
an he had befriended online but was 
arrested by Pakistani authorities.

“India and Pakistan today ex-
changed, through diplomatic chan-
nels simultaneously at New Delhi 

and Islamabad, the lists of civilian 
prisoners and fishermen of each 
country lodged in the jails,” the MEA 
said.

“Immediate consular access has 
also been sought for the remaining 
prisoners and fishermen to facilitate 
their early release and repatriation,” 
it said.

The MEA said, in order to take 
further the understanding reached 
to address the humanitarian issues, 
especially with respect to elderly, 
women and mentally unsound pris-
oners, India has shared the details 
of the reconstituted Joint Judicial 
Committee and that of the Indian 
medical experts team to visit Paki-
stan to meet the mentally-unsound 
prisoners.

“Pakistan has also been request-
ed to allow the visit of a group of 
fishermen representatives to facili-
tate the repatriation of Indian fishing 
boats, presently held in Pakistan’s 
custody, at the earliest,” it added.
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News IN BrIef
Unesco adds 8 pre-Islamic Iranian 
sites to heritage list
Manama, July 1 (PTI/AFP): Unesco today added 
eight pre-Islamic Iranian archeological sites to its World 
Heritage List, the UN agency announced at a meeting 
in the Bahraini capital. The sites collectively appear 
on the worldwide list as the “Sassanid Archaeological 
Landscape of Fars region (Islamic Republic of Iran)”. A 
province in modern-day Iran’s south, Fars was the cradle 
of the Sassanid dynasty, which appeared at the start of  
the third century. After the fall of the Parthian empire, 
the Sassanids ruled territory that, at its peak, stretched 
from the west of Afghanistan to Egypt, before falling to 
the Arab conquest under the Umayyad caliphate in the 
middle of the seventh century. “These fortified structures, 
palaces and city plans date back to the earliest and latest 
times of the Sassanian Empire,” UNESCO said. With 
the latest addition, Iran now has 24 sites on the heritage 
list of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation.

15 killed as blast rocks Afghan city 
Jalalabad, July 1 (IANS): Up to 15 people were killed 
and 20 injured as a motor bomb rocked Jalalabad city, 
the capital of eastern Nangarhar province on Sunday, 
provincial government spokesman Attaullah Khogiani 
said. The blast hit the busy market of Mukhabirat square, 
killing 15 people, mostly civilians, Xinhua news agency 
reported. All the victims have been taken to the hospital, 
the official added. No group has claimed responsibility 
so far. The blast rocked Jalalabad while Afghan President 
Mohammad Ashraf was there to hold a meeting with 
provincial officials, elders and chieftains. They were 
discussing ways and means to bolster the government-
initiated peace process to encourage the Taliban to initiate 
a dialogue with the government to end the country’s 
lingering crisis.

Still awaiting EU proposals to save 
nuke deal — Iran
Tehran, July 1 (IANS): Iran said on Saturday that it 
has not received the package of  proposals from the 
European Union aiming to save Iran’s interests in the 
2015 international nuclear deal. The European states 
are still holding discussions to present their proposals, 
said Bahram Qasemi, spokesman of the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry. Last week, Abbas Araqchi, Iran’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister, said three European countries and 
the EU “have pledged to propose a package of practical 
solutions to secure Iran’s interests in the deal”, Xinhua 
reported. Earlier this month, Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani urged the European signatories to the 2015 
nuclear deal to take “practical and tangible measures” to 
protect Iranian interests after the US pullout.

Seoul, Pyongyang resume maritime 
communication
Seoul, July 1 (IANS): The two Koreas on Sunday 
resumed maritime communication, as part of agreements 
to facilitate the thaw in ties and denuclearization of the 
peninsula, defence officials said here. This is the first time 
in 10 years that military fleets of the two countries will 
be able to communicate by radio to avoid tensions and 
confrontations at sea, reports Efe news. A South Korean 
Navy vessel situated near Yeonpyeong island - which 
Pyongyang bombed in 2010 - on Sunday carried out the 
first test call, which was answered by a North Korean 
boat. In May 2008, when inter-Korean relations had hit 
a low after conservatives came to power in South Korean 
elections, maritime communication between the two 
countries was cut off after North Korean vessels stopped 
responding to South Korean radio messages.

Cambodia’s longest hand-woven 
scarf enters Guinness World Records
Phnom Penh, July 1 (IANS): Cambodia’s longest 
hand-woven scarf  or krama in Khmer, entered the 
Guinness Book of Records on Sunday. The 88-cm-wide 
and 1,149.8-metre-long krama took nearly five months 
to complete, reports Xinhua news agency. It was made 
by weavers from 20 krama weaving communities and 
thousands of tourists who also added a few centimetres 
when they visited its weaving site in front of the National 
Museum in Phnom Penh. “With 1,149.8 metres, you 
have set a new Guinness World Record style for the 
longest scarf,” Swapnil Dangarikar, a Guinness World 
Records adjudicator, announced to a huge crowd of more 
than 20,000 people at an event here. Cambodia was the 
first country that had attempted to break the Guinness 
World Records for the longest scarf, he said, adding that 
the basic criteria for this attempt were that the scarf must 
be 30.5 cm wide and at least 1,000 metres long.

Washington, July 1 (PTI): Tens of 
thousands of people, including In-
dian Americans, took to streets in 
several US cities to protest against 
controversial immigration policies of 
President Donald Trump which has 
resulted in separation of children of 
illegal immigrants.

The Trump administration’s 
controversial “zero tolerance” policy 
of separating immigrant parents and 
their children on the US border has 
resulted in the separation of nearly 
2,000 children from their parents 
and guardians, sparking a public 
outcry.

Hundreds of people braved 
scorching sun at a park near the 
White House here to protest immi-
gration policies of President Trump.

Similar protests were held in cities 
and towns across the country mostly 
led by Democratic party leaders and 
rights activists yesterday demanded 
that Trump’s immigration policies be 
humane and under no circumstanc-
es separate kids from their parents 
who cross the border illegally.

Trump, however, insisted that 
there should be zero tolerance for 
those crossing the border illegally and 
they need to be deported.

“When people come into our 
Country illegally, we must IMMEDI-
ATELY escort them back out without 
going through years of legal maneu-
vering. Our laws are the dumbest an-
ywhere in the world,” Trump tweeted 
as large number of people came out 

on streets and in public places includ-
ing outside the White House against 
his immigration policies.

“Republicans want Strong Bor-

ders and no Crime. Dems want Open 
Borders and are weak on Crime!” al-
leged the US president.

“We’re here to say to Trump: End 

this zero-tolerance policy,” Indian 
American Congresswoman Pramila 
said at the Washington rally organ-
ised by a coalition of organisations 

formed American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), Leadership Confer-
ence on Civil and Human Rights, 
National Domestic Workers Alliance 
and Move On.

So far more than 2,300 children 
have been separated from their par-
ents after being arrested by the US 
law enforcement agencies after they 
illegally crossed the border.

“Get these kids out of cages 
and reunite them with their par-
ents,” Jayapal said at the rally chris-
tened ‘Families Belong Together,’ 
which among others was joined by 
a number of celebrities, including 
Grammy award-winning singer and 
songwriter Alicia Keys, Diane Guer-
rero, a star on Netflix’s ‘Orange is the 
New Black,’ and ‘Hamilton’ creator 
Lin-Manuel Miranda.

In Atlanta, the legendary civil 
rights leaders and Congressman John 
Lewis, 78, slammed Trump for his im-
migration policies.

“There is no such thing as an ille-
gal human being. We are all humans,” 
he said.

The Democratic National Com-
mittee chairman Tom Perez told the 
CNN that this is a moral crisis for 
the nation. “We’re fighting for our 
democracy. This is one of those where 
were ya’ moments,” he said.

“Today, people are coming to-
gether all across the country to say 
that we can’t be locking up children 
and separating families,” Senator 
Mazie Hirono said.

“Donald Trump created this cri-
sis through his own actions, blamed 
others for what’s happening, and 
used the ensuing chaos to demand 
a legislative solution that harms 
even more people. It’s up to each of 
us, and to the millions of Americans 
outraged by his actions to stand up, 
fight back, and demand action,” she 
said.

In New York, thousands of people 
rallied and marched in support of 
immigrant families and to condemn 
the Trump administration’s ‘zero-
tolerance’ policy.

“By forcibly ripping families apart 
at the border, the Trump administra-
tion showed the world how morally 
bankrupt it truly is,” said Steven Choi 
from the New York Immigration 
Coalition.

Donna Lieberman, executive 
director of the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union alleged that the Trump 
regime is doing everything it can to 
divide immigrant families and drive 
them away.

“The current crisis will not end 
until every child that has been sepa-
rated is reunited with their parents, 
every family is treated with dignity 
and due process, and our immigra-
tion policies reflect our values,” Lie-
berman said. 

The public outcry in the wake of 
images and stories of the children 
caught in the middle of Trump’s im-
migration policy has sparked a fierce 
debate in the US. 

Mexico City, July 1 (IANS): A Mexican 
journalist was shot dead in a bar in the 
state of Quintana Roo, the eight such 
murder case this year.

Jose Guadalupe Chan Dzib was a 
well-known journalist in southeastern 
Mexico who had worked in several news-
papers and was presently working as a 
crime reporter for Playa News, an online 
newspaper based in the resort town of 
Playa del Carmen, reports Efe news.

Authorities said on Saturday that it 
had launched an investigation into the 
murder that took place in the town of 
Felipe Carrillo Puerto on Friday night to 
find those responsible and to determine 
if the murder was linked to Chan Dzib’s 
activities as a journalist.

The Quintana Roo State Commis-
sion on Human Right issued a statement 

condemning the murder and sending 
condolences to the journalist’s family 
members. The Commission said that it 
had contacted news media representa-
tives to pass the case on to Mexico’s na-
tional protection agency for journalists 
and human rights activists.

The Commission added that it had 
received four complaints against public 
officials regarding attacks against jour-
nalists, mainly in Cancun and Playa del 
Carmen.

The Federal Mechanism for the Pro-
tection of Human Rights Defenders and 
Journalists has recorded 139 murders 
of journalists since 2001 in Mexico until 
Chan’s death, most in the last decade. 

Mexico is now widely considered to 
be one of the most dangerous countries 
for a journalist.

Mexico City, July 1 (IANS): 
Mexicans headed to the 
polls on Sunday, with 
some 89 million voters 
eligible to cast ballots for 
a new president and can-
didates running for some 
3,400 other posts in 30 of 
Mexico’s 32 states.

Polling places opened 
at 8 a.m. and will close 
at 6 p.m. The frontrun-
ner in the polls is leftist 
Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador, the candidate 
of a coalition formed by 
the National Regenera-
tion Movement (Morena), 
the Workers Party (PT) 
and Encuentro Social, Efe 
news agency reported.

Conservative Ricardo 
Anaya, the standard bearer 
of a coalition made up of 
the National Action Party 
(PAN), the Party of the 
Democratic Revolution 

(PRD) and the Citizens 
Movement, was in sec-
ond place in most public 
opinion polls ahead of the 
election.

Jose Antonio Meade, 
the candidate of the gov-
erning Institutional Revo-
lutionary Party (PRI), the 
Mexican Green Party and 
the Nueva Alianza, was in 
third place in the polls.

Jaime Rodriguez Cal-
deron, known as “El Bron-
co” and the first independ-
ent candidate to compete 
in a presidential election 
in Mexico, occupied fourth 
place in most polls.

Lopez Obrador cast his 
ballot at a polling place 
in the capital and urged 
Mexicans to vote and “start 
the fourth transformation 
in the public life of the 
country” following “in-
dependence, the reforms 

and the revolution”.
“We are deciding be-

tween more of the same or 
real change,” the 64-year-
old said. The former 
Mexico City Mayor made 
fighting corruption one 
of the main issues in his 
presidential campaign.

“We are going to free 
the country of corrup-
tion, which is the principal 
problem in Mexico,” Obra-
dor said. Anaya is expected 
to vote in Queretaro state, 
while is to cast his ballot in 
Coyoacan, located south 
of Mexico City.

Rodriguez will be the 
last to vote, casting his 
ballot at a polling place in 
Garcia, a city in the north-
ern state of Nuevo Leon, 
around noon. A total of 907 
election observers from 60 
countries have been de-
ployed across Mexico.

London, July 1 (PTI): Britain’s 
Defence Minister Gavin Wil-
liamson is reportedly under fire 
from within the UK Cabinet for 
turning down a bilateral meet-
ing with his Indian counterpart 
Nirmala Sitharaman, who was 
due to attend the first-ever UK-
India Week here, a media report 
claimed today.

The meeting was requested 
over a month ago by Indian of-
ficials, and at least two British 
ministers including foreign sec-
retary Boris Johnson reportedly 
sought to convince Williamson 
of the importance of finding 
time in the diary for Sithara-
man.

Williamson, UK Secretary 
of State for defence, declined 
to meet Sitharaman’s three-day 
window of bilateral talks on se-
curity cooperation and defence 
procurement between June 20 
and 22, according to The Sunday 
Times.

There was no immediate 

comment from the Ministry of 
Defence in New Delhi. “People 
are spitting blood about this,” 
the newspaper quoted a UK gov-
ernment source as saying.

“India has one of the fastest-
growing defence budgets in the 
world, spending something like 
USD 50 billion a year. It feels like 
another ill-judged move by Wil-
liamson,” the source said.

The report said that William-
son has been accused of anger-
ing one of the world’s largest 
emerging economies by snub-
bing his Indian counterpart.

Manoj Ladwa, the Founder 
of UK-India Week organised in 
London and Buckinghamshire 
between June 18 and 22, said: 
“It would of course have been 
really good if Williamson could 
have spared some time, but let’s 
also not kid ourselves that the 
Indians will have lost too much 
sleep over it”.

The event, which included a 
two-day conclave and UK-India 

Awards, attracted a battery of 
senior political and business fig-
ures, including Secretary of State 
for International Trade Liam Fox, 
Culture Secretary Matt Hancock, 
London Mayor Sadiq Khan, For-
eign Office Minister Mark Field 
and Liberal Democrat Leader 
Vince Cable and the opposition 
Labour party representatives like 
Barry Gardiner.

From the Indian side, Niti 
Aayog Vice-Chairman Rajiv Ku-
mar was joined by finance and 
railways minister Piyush Goyal 
via live video link from New 
Delhi.

Sitharaman had been ex-
pected as the senior-most Indian 
attendee but the visit was put off 
as a meeting with Williamson 
did not work out.

Ladwa CEO of UK-based 
media house India Inc. said as 
Brexit looms, the UK needs to 
be doing everything possible to 
engage with “special partners 
like India”.

“The UK and India have 
shared concerns about global 
and regional security. The op-
portunity for the UK to col-
laborate with India in defence 
matters has never been greater.

“It is therefore only right 
that so many senior UK leaders 
from across the political spec-
trum took the opportunity of 
UK-India Week to underline the 
importance of ties with India, 
across sectors and issues,” he 
said.

In his address during UK-
India Week, India’s High Com-
missioner to the UK YK Sinha 
had highlighted that both coun-
tries are “on the same page” on a 
large number of issues but a lot 
more can be done to enhance 
trade ties.

“India is the UK’s 17th largest 
trading partner and the UK is 
India’s 15th largest trading part-
ner. Our total trade last year was 
slightly over 16 billion pounds... 
It’s good but it’s certainly not 

good enough. We need to do 
much more,” said Sinha.

With the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) kick-starting the process 
of acquiring around 110 new 
fighter jets from global vendors 
in April, the UK would be keen 
to be among the countries in 
the running for the lucrative 
deal.

However, another bilateral 
discussion related to India-UK 
defence ties scheduled for next 
week was reportedly cancelled 
from the Indian side.

The UK’s Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) indicated that a meeting 
between Sitharaman and Wil-
liamson is expected in the com-
ing weeks, during the ongoing 
English summer. 

“The UK and India have an 
excellent, strong and deep de-
fence relationship. A meeting 
between the defence secretary 
and his Indian counterpart is 
being planned for the summer,” 
a spokesperson added.

Colombo, July 1 (PTI/AFP): The Maldivian 
opposition have chosen a new candidate 
to run against strongman President Ab-
dulla Yameen in elections this year and 
promised to allow dissidents to return 
from exile if they win, officials said today. 

The Maldivian Democratic Party 
nominated its parliamentary leader Ibra-
him Mohamed Solih to lead a coalition 
of opposition groups, party spokesman 
Hamid Abdul Ghafoor told AFP.

Solih will replace veteran opposition 
leader Mohamed Nasheed, who withdrew 
his candidacy last week after being told by 
the national electoral commission that 
he was disqualified from running in the 
September poll.

Nasheed, who was jailed for 13 years in 
what the UN called a politically motivated 
trial, has been living in exile since seeking 
medical treatment abroad in 2016.

Ghafoor said if victorious, the MDP 
would clear the way for all political dis-
sidents to return within 18 months and 
participate in an inclusive electoral proc-

ess to join government.
Currently, all Yameen’s opponents and 

top dissidents are either in jail or in exile, 
and Solih is seen as a symbol representing 
the united opposition against the presi-
dent. A presidential term is five years in the 
Maldives but a sitting leader can call snap 
elections. Ghafoor said they also promised 
to undertake democratic reforms in the 
troubled islands.

“An MDP government will restore pow-
ers of parliament, the Supreme Court and 
the elections commission so that exiled 
leaders can return and we can establish 
democracy in the Maldives,” he said.

Yameen declared a state of emergency 
in February after the Maldives’ top court 
ordered that MPs sacked by the president 
be restored to power and dissidents free 
from jail. The Maldives’ chief justice and 
Supreme Court judges were subsequently 
arrested, along with Yameen’s half-brother 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, a former 
strongman who ruled for 30 years until 
2008. 

Jerusalem, July 1 (PTI/
AFP): Civilians fleeing Syr-
ia’s war will not be allowed 
to enter Israel, Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said today adding however 
that his government will 
continue providing them 
with humanitarian aid. 

Tens of thousands of 
Syrians have fled a gov-
ernment offensive in the 
country’s south that start-
ed on June 19 and some 
have set up makeshift 
camps near the Israeli-
held Golan Heights.

“Regarding southern 
Syria, we will continue 
to defend our borders,” 
Netanyahu said at the start 
of a cabinet meeting.

“We will extend hu-
manitarian assistance to 
the extent of our abilities. 
We will not allow entry 
into our territory.” Sepa-
rately, Israel’s military said 
today it had sent reinforce-
ments to the Golan out of 

precaution.
Israel has long had a 

programme in place pro-
viding humanitarian aid to 
Syrians across the fence in 
the Golan. It has also pro-
vided medical treatment 
to wounded Syrians.

On Friday, Israel’s mili-
tary said it had mounted 
a nighttime operation 
across the armistice line 
with Syria.

It said it delivered 300 
tents and 13 tonnes of 
food, as well as medical 
equipment and clothing 
to four of the camps in the 
Syrian part of the Golan.

Since June 19, backed 
by its ally Russia, the Da-
mascus regime has car-
ried out a deadly bomb-
ing campaign in southern 
Syria as it pushes to retake 
the strategic area border-
ing Jordan and the Israeli-
occupied Golan.

The spike in violence 
over the past two weeks 

has forced around 160,000 
people to flee their homes, 
according to initial United 
Nations estimates.

These include around 
20,000 to areas near the 
Naseeb border crossing 
with Jordan, a country that 
already hosts more than 
650,000 registered Syrian 
refugees and says the ac-
tual figure is closer to 1.3 
million.

Amman has said it 
cannot open its frontier 
to any more Syrians flee-
ing the seven-year con-
flict, but on Saturday an-
nounced it had sent aid 
across the border to the 
displaced. 

Israel seized a large 
swathe of  the Golan 
Heights and adjacent 
areas from Syria in the 
Six-Day War of 1967. It 
annexed that territory in 
1981, a move never recog-
nised by the international 
community.

Thousands protest across US against Trump’s immigration policies

Mexican journalist shot dead Mexico holds presidential election

UK defence minister accused of snubbing Sitharaman — Report

Maldives opposition gets new 
leader, vows to restore democracy

Syrians fleeing war will not be 
allowed in Israel — Netanyahu

AP/PTI

People rally at the Families Belong Together - Freedom for Immigrants March in downtown Los Angeles on Saturday, June 30, 2018. In major 
cities and tiny towns, hundreds of thousands of marchers gathered Saturday across America, moved by accounts of children separated from 
their parents at the U.S.-Mexico border, in the latest act of mass resistance against President Donald Trump’s immigration policies. 
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Winner of the 16th Sunsilk Mega Miss North East 2018 Mariam Longri, flanked by second runner-up Jyotismita Baruah , and first runner-up 
Tsurila posing for the lens after the crowning ceremony that was held in Guwahati in Assam, on Saturday.

Winners of the Garnier Men Mega Mister North East 2018 take to the stage for a photo session with the newly crowned winners of the 16th Sunsilk Mega 
Miss North East in Guwahati in Assam on Saturday.

Ariana Grande gets a tattoo dedicated to 
Pete Davidson’s dad who died on 9/11
Singer Ariana Grande has honoured fiance Pete Davidson’s father, Scott Davidson, 
who was killed on 9/11. The 25-year-old singer sported a new tattoo on her foot of the 
numbers “8418,” which is the badge number worn by the late New York City firefighter 
who died in 2001 during the Twin Tower attacks.  Davidson, 24, has the same tribute to 
his father, sporting an 8418 tattoo on his left arm. Last month, Davidson got two tattoos 
in honour of the “No Tears Left to Cry” singer: a black bunny ears mask inspired by 
the artwork from the singer’s ‘Dangerous Woman’ album, behind his ear and Grande’s 
initials on his thumb. (PTI)

M
ariam Longri 
from Kharsang in 
Arunachal Pradesh 
was crowned the 
16th Sunsilk Mega 

Miss North East 2018 at the ITA 
Cultural Complex in Guwahati on 
June 30. 

Tsurila from Nagaland and Jyo-
tismita Baruah from Assam were 
crowned 1st runner-up and 2nd 
runner-up respectively.

A press release issued from the 
organisers on July 1 mentioned 
that the contestants who travelled 

to Guwahati had been part of 
various activities for almost a week 
including grooming and training 
sessions conducted by Contestant 
director of Mega Entertainment 
Juhi Gogoi, followed by rehearsals, 
leading up to the grand finale of 
the pageant. 

The pageant is said to have 
been supported by title Sponsor 
Sunsilk, supported by Assam state 
biodiversity board, Hospital-
ity partner radisson blu and 
Education partner ITFT 
college.

Mariam Longri was crowned by 
Sunsilk Mega Miss North East 2017 
Mary Khyriem in front of a packed 
audience. Mariam, who has just 
appeared her class 12 exams from 
Donyi Polo School in Itanagar is 
said to be the youngest of nine 
siblings. 

Beautiful Tsurila from Chu-
mukedima in Nagaland is said to 

be the daughter of a retired 
government em-

ployee, and mother 
a homemaker. 

She is at present 

pursuing BA (Economics) in 5th 
semester at Mt. Mary College in 
Chumukedima. While the second 
runner-up Jyotismita Baruah is a 
3rd semester student at B. Barooah 
College in Guwahati. Her parents 
are government employees.

Mariam Longri is said to have 
won a prize package worth nearly 
INR 7,00,000, including the crown 
and sash of Mega Miss North East 
and INR 1,00,000  as cash prize 
along-with an opportunity to 
become the face of Sunsilk’s print 
and outdoor campaigns across 

Northeast India. She is also said to 
have won gift hampers from vari-
ous sponsors.  

 Additionally, the winners 
will also get a scholarship for a 
3-year bachelor’s degree course in 
Media & Entertainment at ITFT in 
Chandigarh and 6-month Aviation 
& Hospitality course from TRIG 
Empowering Institute in Guwahati, 
the release stated.

The organisers of the event, 
Mega Entertainment, had short-
listed 49 women, who vied for the 
coveted title of Sunsilk Mega Miss 

North East 2018. The gowns of the 
Top 10 round were designed by 
Akumnaro Imsong.

The judges who sealed the 
fate of this year’s winner included 
leading Assamese actress Barsha 
Rani Bishaya; Director General of 
International Chamber for Serv-
ice Industry (ICSI) Dr. Gulshan 
Sharma; hotelier and entrepreneur 
Bobby Singh; Mega Miss North 
East 2016 Meriya Priyadarshini 
Subba and Fashion & Lifestyle 
Promoter Monika Devi.

EMN

M
adhuri Dixit, known not only for her 
acting skills, but also for her evergreen 
dance numbers like “Dhak dhak karne 
laga”, “Choli ke peeche kya hai”, “Kay 
sera sera” and “Kaahe chhed mohe”, 

says classical dance strengthens a person’s founda-
tion in the art form.

An accomplished kathak dancer herself, Mad-
huri, who is judging Colors’ dance reality TV show 
“Dance Deewane” told IANS: “Throughout the 
show, I stress on the importance of learning classical 
dancing because it gives you a sense of discipline, 
sense of rhythm and sense of expression. So, your 
foundation as a dancer gets set strong. Then, you 
can do any form of dance.

“For eight years as a kid, I only learnt kathak 
and practiced it for several hours. After that, 
when I started trying out different styles of 
dancing, my body movements flowed in a 
certain manner, making the dance look grace-
ful, effortless and everything that people talk 
about.

“What I am trying to say is that if you 
want to look effortless while dancing, you 
have to learn that grace through the disci-
pline of practice.”

As “Dance Deewane” welcomes danc-
ers from all generation, asked if elderly 
people can be as flexible as youngsters, 
Madhuri, 51, said: “Flexibility and 
dancing is not just all about flips and 
standing on your hands. Dance is also 
about grace, expression... In our show, we 
have got some of the fantastic dancers across 
generation. That is the beauty of our show.”

With a generation change, Bollywood rarely 
gets to see a classical dance number in films 
anymore.

Asked if there is a dearth of trained dancers 
among heroines these days, Madhuri said: “Bol-
lywood films are about dance, music and narra-
tion. Yes, we still get to see dance in our films like 
‘Baaghi’ and ‘Tiger Zinda Hai’, but this dance is 
different because the generation is different.

“They are so well-exposed to western danc-
ing, so the young audience who are watching 
films relate to such dancing. I think it is a natural 
change.”

But why are youngsters are taking more inter-
est in learning western dancing?

“I think one of the reasons why western 
dance is getting much popular than our tradi-
tional Indian dance among masses is that you 
have to learn a kathak, a Bharatanatyam under 
the guidance of a Guru, whereas in western 
dance, you can copy from the video. There is a 
difference.

“Having said that, I think Bollywood 
dance is a melting pot of every dance form,” 
said the multiple award-winning actress, 
adding that there is also a difference in the 
way dance is shot today.

“Cuts are faster, picturisation is dif-
ferent. As a dancer, before finishing an 
expression, the next shot appears... but I 
think the generation wants things faster,” 
said Madhuri, who is busy shooting 
“Kalank” these days.

IANS

C
anadian rapper Smoke Dawg has 
been shot dead here in an inci-
dent which left another man and a 
woman injured. Smoke was 21.

“Multiple shots” were fired in the 
Entertainment District of the city on Saturday 
evening, police said, reports independent.co.uk.

One of the two male victims succumbed 
to his injuries, the Toronto Police Operations 
Centre said on Twitter. Two suspects may have 
fled in a black SUV or a white car, it added.

Mustafa the Poet, a Canadian spoken word 
artist, announced the news of his friend’s death 
on Twitter. He wrote: “Smokey is gone, may our 
prayers follow him to heaven.”

Smoke Dawg’s death comes just weeks after 
XXXTentacion, a US rapper, was shot dead in 
Florida. As a tribute to Smoke Dawg, Toronto-
based rapper Drake shared a message along 
with an image on Instagram.

“All these gifts and blessed souls and inner 
lights being extinguished lately is devastating. I 
wish peace would wash over our city. So much 
talent and so many stories we never get to see 
play out. Rest up Smoke,” he wrote.

Smoke Dawg, of Trinidadian, Jamaican and 
Somalian heritage, was part of an up and com-
ing group of rappers called Halal Gang. 

He gained success with hit song “Still” three 
years ago and later collaborated with American 
hip hop artiste French Montana and the UK’s 
Skepta. 

IANS

Tsurila, a student of  Mt. Mary College in Chumukedima wins the 1st runner-up title in the pageant 

Mariam Longri from Arunachal is 16th Sunsilk Mega Miss NE

Classical dance makes 
dancers’ foundation 
strong — Madhuri Dixit

TiCkeT rATes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Escape Plan 2 (eng)

11 am, 2pm 8 pm: 
Sanju (hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Jamie Foxx 
not worried 
by Holmes’ 
relationship 

rumours

Canadian rapper Smoke 
Dawg shot dead at 21

A
ctor Jamie Foxx is 
enjoying himself 
while hanging out 
with his friends at 
an annual fund-

raising event in Miami and 
doesn’t seem to be worried 
by actress Katie Holmes’ 
relationship rumours.

Following a report that 
the couple had been plan-
ning a wedding and called 
it off because they split due 
to “trust issues”, Foxx, 50, 
travelled to Miami for the 
Monster 14th Annual Irie 
Weekend powered by South 
Florida Ford.

All proceeds from the 
annual fundraising event, 
founded by Miami-based 
DJ Irie, go towards helping 
the Irie Foundation provide 
scholarship opportunities 
and mentoring programs to 

at-risk youth living in South 
Florida, reports people.com.

“Of course he’s aware of 
the headlines surrounding 
him and Katie (Holmes) but 
he doesn’t seem worried 
about that at all,” a source 
told people.com

“He’s just his happy, 
hilarious self.”

“Jamie is in town to sup-
port his friend Irie and just 
enjoy a guys’ weekend. He 
never misses this but he’s 
particularly happy for a little 
escape this year.

“He got in Friday night 
and headed straight to Top 
Golf to meet up with his boys 
and enjoy the festivities,” the 
source added and also said 
that while there are “women 
around,” Foxx isn’t “flirting 
much this time around”.

IANS
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US tennis player Serena Williams reacts during a press conference 
ahead of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London on 
Sunday, July 1.

Washington Sundar and Jasprit Bumrah

Max Verstappen

A
P/

PT
I

AP/PTI

Uruguay’s Edinson Cavani scores his side’s opening goal during a round-of-16 match against Portugal at the 2018 soccer World Cup at the Fisht 
Stadium in Sochi, Russia on Saturday, June 30.

AP/PTI

Zimbabwe wicket keeper Peter Moor (L) watches as Pakistan batsman Fakhar Zaman is bowled out during 
their T20 cricket match at the Harare Sports Club on Sunday, July 1.  Zimbabwe is playing host to a tri-nation 
Twenty20 international series with Australia and Pakistan.

AP/PTI

Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei, celebrates after beating Japan’s Kento 
Momota during the Malaysia Open badminton men’s singles final in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Sunday, July 1.

World Cup: Uruguay beat Portugal 
to enter FIFA World Cup quarters

Serena Williams says it’s 
unfair she’s drug-tested more

Washington Sundar, Jasprit 
Bumrah ruled out of T20I 
series against England

Marc Marquez extends title 
lead with Dutch victory

Max Verstappen wins Austrian 
GP as Mercedes fails to finish

Zaman career best 61 underpins PakistanMalaysia Open: Lee Chong, 
Tai Tzu win singles titles

Sochi, July 1 (IANS): Strik-
er Edinson Cavani fired a 
brace as two-time cham-
pions Uruguay defeated 
reigning European cham-
pions Portugal 2-1 here on 
Saturday to set-up a FIFA 
World Cup quarter-final 
against France.

Cavani scored in the 
seventh and 62nd minutes 
while Portugal got their 
goal from Pepe in the 55th 
minute at the Fisht Sta-
dium as Uruguay entered 
the last eight stage of the 
World Cup only for the 
second time in 48 years.

The loss for Portugal 
against Uruguay ended 
the dream of legendary 
Cristiano Ronaldo, who 
alongside Argentina’s Lio-
nel Messi, may have to 
end a stellar international 
career without the biggest 
trophy in football. Messi’s 
Argentina lost to France in 
the other game of the day.

Ronaldoa’s Portugal 
met Uruguay for the first 
time in a World Cup and 
had to suffer the defeat, 
thanks to the brilliance of 
Cavani.

He scored a minute 
after Ronaldo tested Fer-
nando Muslera with a 20-
yard long-ranger in the 
sixth minute. Cavani, out 
deep on the right side, 
launched a crossfield pass 
for Luis Suarez on the left 
before receving back the 
high cross at the right post 
with a powerful header 
which beat goalminder 
Rui Patricio.

Suarez could have put 

Uruguay 2-0 ahead in the 
22nd minute as a diving 
Patricio parried clear a low 
free-kick which went un-
der the Portuguese jump-
ing wall towards the bot-
tom right.

Uruguay, who included 
a fit-again Jose Giminez 
to partner captain Diego 
Godin dealt diligently with 
the set-pices employed by 

Ronaldo. Godin marked 
Ronaldo in keeping away 
the latter’s aerial threat.

Uruguay’s quartet of 
young midfielders in Ma-
tias Vecino, Rodrigo Ben-
tancur, Lucas Torreira and 
Nahitan Nandez did well 
to cut down the spaces 
to reduce the supplies to 
Ronaldo as Portugal trailed 
by a goal at the half-time.

Uruguay had not con-
ceded a goal in the tourna-
ment until a header from 
veteran central defender 
Pepe breached the defence 
of the South Americans. 
Raphael Gurrero whipped 
in a cross from a short 
corner and as the ball 
crossed Ronaldo’s head, 
Pepe jumped high to meet 
the cross and fetch the 

equaliser for his side 10 
minutes into the second 
half.

Uruguay took seven 
minutes to regain the lead 
as Cavani completed his 
brace. Muslera’s long goal-
kick was brought down by 
Bentancur 30 yards away, 
before the latter rolled a 
perfect pass towards the 
left where Cavani was un-

marked. Cavani employed 
a side-footed curling effort 
to send the ball into the 
right corner of the net.

Bernado Silva missed a 
golden chance to pull Por-
tugal level as he shot over 
the cross-bar after Gur-
rero cross which went at 
the goal was poorly dealt 
by Muslera. The keeper 
fumbled twice before the 
ball landed at Silva in the 
69th minute.

Uruguay’s hero of the 
evening, Cavani had to be 
substituted due to what 
looked like to be a muscle 
pull. Head coach brought 
in experienced midfielder 
Carlos Sanchez as they 
looked to defend the slen-
der lead. Bentancur made 
way for veteran midfielder 
Cristian Rodriguez to see 
his side home towards 
the end.

With the Uruguayan 
midfield hardly allowing 
areas in front of the box, 
Portugal resorted to cross-
es and crossfield balls. 
Uruguay’s full-backs, Di-
ego Laxalt at the left and 
Martin Caceres at the 
right, were alert in deal-
ing with Guerreiro and 
Jao Mario on the left and 
Bernado and substitute 
Ricardo Quaresma on th 
right.

Portugal’s flank players 
created some set-piece su-
tuations but they couldn’t 
yield the desired equaliser 
as Uruguay saw off the 
last anxious moments by 
doing putting in a heavy 
defending shift.

London, July 1 (AP): Ser-
ena Williams says she 
thinks it isn’t fair that she 
has been drug-tested more 
than other American ten-
nis players this year.

Williams said at a pre-
tournament news confer-
ence at Wimbledon: ‘’Just 
test everyone equally.’’

She was asked about 
the issue on Sunday be-
cause of a recent Dead-
spin story that said Wil-
liams had been checked 
five times in 2018 by last 
month, more than other 
U.S. women and men in 
the sport.

Williams returned to 
competition this season 

after missing more than 
a year as a result of preg-
nancy. The 36-year-old 
American gave birth to a 
daughter last September.

W i l l i a m s  s a i d  s h e 
found it ‘’a little frustrat-
ing’’ that she was deemed 
to have missed a test last 
month when a sample 
collector showed up at 
her house about 12 hours 
earlier than the time she 
had indicated she’d be 
available.

‘’I’m totally OK with 
testing and I encourage it,’’ 
Williams said.

She added: ‘’It’s just 
about being equal and not 
centering one person out.’’

New Delhi, July 1 (IANS): 
Krunal Pandya, Axar Patel 
and Deepak Chahar have 
been named as replace-
ments for injured Wash-
ington Sundar and Jasprit 
Bumrah for the T20I and 
ODI series against England, 
starting July 3 in Manches-
ter, the BCCI announced 
on Sunday.
While Krunal will replace 
Sundar in India’s T20I side, 
Axar will take the place of 
the injured spinner in the 
ODI squad. Sundar had suf-

fered an injury to his right 
ankle during the team’s 
training session in Dublin 
on Tuesday. 

Me a n w h i l e ,  B u m -
rah, who fractured his left 
thumb and was ruled out 
of the T20I series, will be re-
placed by Deepak Chahar.

Also, Rishabh Pant, 
who is a member of India 
A’s squad for the one-day 
games, has been named in 
the India A squad for the 
four-day matches against 
England Lions.

Assen (Netherlands), July 
1 (AFP): Spaniard Marc 
Marquez (Honda) edged 
compatriots Alex Rins (Su-
zuki) and Maverick Vinales 
(Yamaha) to win the Dutch 
Grand Prix in Assen on Sun-
day.

Marquez now has a 
41-point lead in the stand-
ings over Italian Valentino 
Rossi (Yamaha) who was 
fifth. The race was tightly 
bunched almost through-
out with frequent changes 

of position.
“I knew it would be dif-

ficult to get away in the 
race,” Marquez said. “It was 
a crazy race especially in the 
straight with lots of wind.”

“I decided to wait,” the 
Spaniard explained. “Ev-
erybody had contact with 
everybody. I tried to man-
age my tyres.”

Marquez made his 
move in the closing stages, 
grabbing the lead and pull-
ing away to win by 2.269 

Harare, July 1 (AFP): Paki-
stan cruised to a 74-run 
win Sunday over their 
hosts in the opening match 
of the Zimbabwe Twenty20 
Tri-Series.

A career best 61 from 
opening batsman Fakhar 
Zaman, and a late flurry 
of boundaries from Asif 
Ali and veteran batsman 
Shoaib Malik set up Paki-
stan’s imposing 182 for 4.

In reply, Zimbabwe 
mustered just 108 all out, 
with the wickets shared 
around by Pakistan’s bowl-
ing attack. Mohammad 
Nawaz,  Usman Khan, 
Mohammad Hafeez and 
Hasan Ali picked up two 
apiece.

Zaman’s efforts were 
vital to Pakistan’s total. 
He kept Pakistan steady 
through the first half of 
their innings while Zim-
babwe, having opted to 
bowl first, chipped away at 
the other end with regular 
strikes.

W i t h  M o h a m m a d 
Hafeez, Hussain Talat, and 
captain Sarfraz Ahmed all 
falling cheapy, Pakistan 
were helped by Zaman’s 
fluent scoring at the other 

end, and he brought up his 
second T20I half century 
from 33 deliveries with a 
flick through square leg in 
the 13th over.

Zaman appeared set-

tled at the crease, but two 
overs later he missed a 
heave at Chisoro and had 
his leg stump pegged back.

By then, however, Paki-
stan were 121 for 4, and 

with just over five overs 
still to be bowled had set a 
considerable platform.

Ali and Malik combined 
to plunder 61 from the last 
five, including five sixes, 

Kuala Lumpur, July 1 
(IANS): Malaysia’s Lee 
Chong Wei and Taiwan’s 
Tai Tzu-ying bagged the 
men’s and women’s singles 
title respectively in the 
Malaysian Open badmin-
ton tournament here on 
Sunday.

Lee beat Kento Mo-
mota to end the Japanese 
rising star’s winning streak 
since his return from a 
one-year suspension while 
bagging his 12th title at the 
tournament.

Lee, 35, finished the 
match, which was filled 
with drama and upturns 
at 21-17, 23-21, after 71 
minutes, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

Lee admitted that if he 
had to fight the third game, 
he probably would have 
lost to Momota, who is 12 
years younger than him.

Momota said Lee is still 
a dominant player in the 
men’s singles category, 
though Lee has said that 
with the retirement of old 
players like himself and 
Lin Dan, the future be-
longs to rising stars like 

as Zimbabwe’s bowlers 
struggled to contain them.

The hosts were further 
hampered by the loss of 
senior seamer Kyle Jarvis, 
who injured his right hand 
attempting to take a catch 
in the 13th over, and im-
mediately left the field with 
a suspected dislocation 
and fracture to his right 
thumb.

Zimbabwe’s response 
with the bat never got go-
ing.

Opener Solomon Mire 
fired in fits and starts to 
record a 29-ball 27, while 
Tarisai Musakanda cracked 
a busy 43 in his debut 
Twenty20 International 
innings.

But there was little 
support from the rest of 
the top order, with Elton 
Chigumbura the only 
other batsman to reach 
double figures.

The Zimbabwean tail 
collapsed completely, the 
last four wickets falling 
for the addition of just six 
runs, with Hafeez taking 
2 for 3 in his first over in 
international cricket since 
his bowling action was 
cleared as legal last month.

Victor Axelsen and Mo-
mota.

In the women’s singles 
final, defending champion 
Tai defeated China’s He 
Bingjiao 22-20, 21-11 to 
claim her third title in the 
tournament.

Japan also bagged two 
titles as their men’s dou-
bles pair Takeshi Kamura-
Keigo Sonoda and wom-
en’s doubles pair Misaki 
Matsutomo-Ayaka Taka-
hashi won their respective 

games.
K a m u r a - S o n o d a 

outclassed compatr i-
ots Hiroyuki Endo-Yuta 
Watanabe 21-8, 21-10 to 
become the first ever Japa-
nese men’s doubles cham-
pions in the tournament 
history.

On the other hand, 
Matsutomo-Takahashi 
p i p p e d  C h i n a’s  C h e n 
Qingchen-Jia Yifan 21-12, 
21-12 to lift the women’s 
doubles crown.

seconds
“In last three laps I 

pushed with everything,” 
Marquez said.

The winner of the last 
two races, Jorge Lorenzo 
(Ducati), who started 10th 
on the grid, grabbed an 
early lead and held it for 
much of the contest despite 
being rammed by Rossi, but 
he faded to seventh.

For Rins, second place 
was a career best result.

“I spent my morning 
at the clinic for stomach 
problems” he said adding 
that it had been “a fantastic 
race and very difficult.”

Vinales finished on the 
podium for only the sec-
ond time this season, after 
Austin.

“I was here to win and 
I had the capacity to do 
it,” the Spaniard said. “But 
I had a problem with fore-
arm cramps that prevent-
ed me from getting good 
braking at the end of the 
straight.”

Spain’s rider Marc Marquez of the Repsol 
Honda Team celebrates on the podium after 
winning the MotoGP race during the Dutch 
Grand Prix in Assen, northern Netherlands 
on Sunday, July 1.

Spielberg (Austria), July 1 
(AP): Red Bull driver Max 
Verstappen won the Austrian 
Grand Prix on Sunday as both 
Mercedes cars failed to finish.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen 
and Sebastian Vettel came 
second and third, with the 
German taking back the lead 
in the championship from 
Lewis Hamilton.

On a bleak day for Mer-
cedes, both Hamilton and 
Valtteri Bottas retired from 
the race with mechanical 
issues.

Hamilton was in front 
from the start but lost his lead 
following a tactical mistake 
by his team, which did not pit 
him under a virtual safety car 
while most other teams took 
the opportunity to switch to 
soft tires.

Ha v i n g  d r o p p e d  t o 
fourth, Hamilton then had to 
park his car on the 64th lap, 
seven short of the finish. He 
now trails Vettel by one point 
heading into the British GP 
next week.
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Russia goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev saves the decisive penalty during the round of 16 match against Spain at the 2018 soccer World Cup 
at the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Sunday, July 1. 

AP/PTI

Belgium's Axel Witsel, left, and Romelu Lukaku attend an official training of Belgium on the eve of 
the round-of-16 match against Japan at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Rostov Arena in Rostov-
on-Don, Russia on Sunday, July 1.

AP/PTI

Javier Mascherano

Akinfeev stars as Russia stun Spain on penalties

Belgium favourites against combative Japan

Argentina's Mascherano 
announces retirement

FIFA World Cup 
Golden Boot standings

France's Mbappe hailed as new global superstar

Argentina head coach not 
considering stepping down

Moscow, July 1 (AFP): Rus-
sia captain Igor Akinfeev 
saved two penalties in a 
dramatic shootout as the 
World Cup hosts dumped 
title contenders Spain out 
in the last 16 following a 
1-1 draw.

Veteran Russia centre-
back Sergei Ignashevich 
gifted Spain the opening 
goal on 12 minutes in Mos-
cow when he unwittingly 
turned into his own net 
after grappling with Sergio 
Ramos.

Russia hit back just be-
fore the interval as Artem 
Dzyuba nervelessly con-
verted a penalty awarded 
for a handball by Gerard 
Pique.

Spain controlled the 
game as expected but 
struggled to create genu-
ine chances, with Akinfeev 
sharp on the few occasions 
they did before saving from 
Koke and Iago Aspas to seal 
a 4-3 win on penalties.

"We are having a fantas-
tic World Cup," said Akin-
feev.

"Not just our fans, but 
the fans of other countries 
got a sense of this atmo-

sphere and understood 
that Russians really know 
how to play football and 
want to play football."

Russia will meet either 
Croatia or Denmark for a 
place in the semi-finals, as 
Spain's rotten run against 
hosts nation at major tour-
naments continued.

Fernando Hierro made 
the bold decision to drop 
Andres Iniesta for Koke in 
central midfield, with Mar-
co Asensio handed his first 
start of the competition.

Russia boss Stanislav 
Cherchesov left out leading 
scorer Denis Cheryshev, 
opting for three central 
defenders in a conservative 
5-3-2 formation.

It was Nacho, in for 
Dani Carvajal at right-back, 
who won the free-kick that 
led to Spain taking the lead 
as he was caught by Yury 
Zhirkov to the right of the 
penalty area.

Asensio, who made two 
brief substitute appear-
ances in the group stage, 
whipped in dangerously to 
the far post where the ball 
looped in off an unsighted 
Ignashevich as he tussled 
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TODAY’S MATCHES

with Ramos.
Spain dominated the 

first 30 minutes, pressing 
Russia heavily as the hosts 

struggled to advance be-
yond the halfway line in 
humid conditions.

Aleksandr  G olovin 

car ved out  their  f i rst 
chance of note, starting a 
move with a jinking run 
before bending just wide 

of David de Gea's left-hand 
post.

Isco produced a se-
ries of regal touches with 

Moscow, July 1 (IANS): Fol-
lowing are the top scorers 
at the FIFA World Cup after 
Sunday's match between 
Russia and Spain:

5 - Harry Kane (England)
4 - Cristiano Ronaldo 

(Portugal)
4 - Romelu Lukaku (Bel-

gium)
3 - Denis Cheryshev (Rus-

sia)
3 - Kylian Mbappe 

(France)
3 - Diego Costa (Spain)

3 - Edinson Cavani (Uru-
guay)

3 - Artem Dzyuba (Russia)
2 - Philippe Coutinho 

(Brazil)
2 - Luis Suarez (Uruguay)

2 - Eden Hazard (Belgium)
2 - Sergio Aguero (Argen-

tina)
2 - Mile Jedinak (Australia)
2 - Ahmed Musa (Nigeria)
2 - Luka Modric (Croatia)
2 - John Stones (England)

2 - Mohamed Salah 
(Egypt)

2 - Son Heungmin (South 
Korea)

2 - Andreas Granqvist 
(Sweden)

2 - Yerry Mina (Colombia)
2 - Wahbi Khazri (Tunisia)

2 - Antoine Griezmann 
(France)

Kazan Arena (Russia), 
July 1 (AFP): France play-
ers and the world's press 
hailed Kylian Mbappe as 
an emerging superstar after 
the 19-year-old eclipsed 
Lionel Messi in a match 
that felt like the passing of 
a torch to a new generation.

Mbappe's speed and 
power ruthlessly exposed 
Argentina's defence in Ka-
zan in a thrilling 4-3 victory 
on Saturday that re-estab-
lished France among the 
World Cup favourites.

As  one number 10 
trudged off -- the player 
wearing an Argentina shirt 
with Messi's name on -- an-
other in the blue of France 
took the plaudits.

"Move over, Messi, a 
new global superstar is 
born at the World Cup," 
was the headline in the 
Sunday Times in Britain.

"In this game, the Messi 
was him," French sports 
daily L'Equipe said above 
a photograph of Mbappe 
celebrating. "He showed 
his talent to the world and 
overshadowed Lionel Mes-
si."

The double strike made 
the boy from the Paris sub-
urbs the first teenager since 
a 17-year-old Pele to score 
twice in a World Cup game.

The Brazilian legend 
tweeted: "Congratulations, 

@KMbappe. 2 goals in a 
World Cup so young puts 
you in great company!"

"He's got a lot more 
talent than me," France 
midfielder Paul Pogba said 
of Mbappe.

"And he's not going 
to stop there. He's got 
so much talent."

Baby Bleus
Argentina were 

simply swept aside by 
a new generation, and 
not just Mbappe 
-- another of 
Fra n c e ' s 
scorers, 
Benja-
m i n 
Pa-

vard, 
is only 
22 him-
self.

"When you 
have players 
having a day 
like Mbappe 
had today, it's 
very difficult 
to stop them," 
said Argentina 
c o a c h  Jo r g e 
Sampaoli.

With an average age of 
25, a France side lacking 
major tournament experi-
ence were feeling the flak 
after three underwhelm-
ing group-stage matches 
reaped one penalty, an 

own goal and only one 
scored from open 

play.
But coach Di-

dier Deschamps' 
"baby Bleus" si-
lenced the de-

tractors 
with 

t h e 
scint i l -
l a t i n g 
w i n 
o v e r 
t h e 
2 0 1 4 
final-
i s t s 
t h a t 
p u t 

France back on course for 
a tilt at emulating France's 
1998 Cup-winning exploits, 
when Deschamps was cap-
tain.

Mbappe was not even 
born when France won 
their only World Cup, on 
home soil.

"I can't really take it in," 
said Pavard, a defender so 
unaccustomed to scoring 
he did not know how to 
celebrate his superb strike.

"I was running around 
everywhere, I didn't know 
what to do."

Mbappe will be un-
leashed next on Uruguay, 

whose steely defence 
should provide a far 

sterner test than the 
shambolic Argen-
tine rearguard.

It may be too 
early to talk of lifting 

the trophy in Moscow's 
Luzhniki Stadium on July 

15, but Deschamps was 
bubbling with excitement.

"I experienced a lot of 
great joy and happiness as 
a France player, and the 
reason I took this job was 
to feel the same again," said 
Deschamps.

"The lads are young, 
they have character. As the 
man in charge, especially 
when things go wrong, I'm 
very proud of this team and 
very happy for them."

Rostov-on-Don (Russia), 
July 1 (IANS): Belgium, 
boasting one of the most 
talented squads in the FIFA 
World Cup, will be over-
whelming favourites to go 
past Japan, the lone Asian 
side in the pre-quarterfi-
nals, when the two sides 
clash here on Monday.

Belgium topped the 
Group D with a 100 per 
cent winning record follow-
ing wins over Panama (3-0), 
5-2 victory over Tunisia (5-2) 
and England (1-0).

Belgium head coach Ro-
berto Martinez left most of 
his first-choice footballers 
on the bench for the Eng-
land match so they could 
rest and avoid suspensions 
for the Round-of-16 match. 

Even with a weakened 
side, the Belgians still re-
corded a fine win that 
buoyed morale even further 
and has put some pressure 
on the squad's habitual 
starters as they aim to reach 
their third World Cup quar-
ter-final (after Mexico 1986 
and Brazil 2014) and equal 

Spain's King Felipe VI 
among those in the crowd 
at the Luzhniki Stadium, 
but Russia equalised short-
ly before half-time.

Pique penalised
A deep corner was met 

by Dzyuba, whose header 
struck the outstretched 
arm of Pique, with referee 
Bjorn Kuipers contem-
plating his decision before 
pointing to the spot.

Dzyuba calmly sent De 
Gea the wrong with his 
penalty to join Cheryshev 
on a team-leading three 
goals. Akinfeev snuffed out 
an opening for Diego Costa 
on the stroke of half-time 
as the Spain striker tried to 
latch onto a through ball.

The Russia goalkeeper 
was again involved early 
in the second half, flying 
to his left to pluck a spin-
ning Jordi Alba effort from 
the air.

Cherchesov introduced 
Cheryshev for Alexander 
Samedov on the hour, a 
move greeted by a deafen-
ing roar from the home 
support.

Iniesta replaced David 
Silva, while Costa was with-

drawn for Aspas, and the 
two substitutes went close 
to winning it late in regula-
tion time.

A low 20-yard drive 
h e a d i n g  t ow a rd s  w a s 
palmed away by at Akin-
feev at full stretch, with 
the angled follow-up from 
Aspas also pushed to safety.

Aspas nearly picked out 
Carvajal with a cut-back 
seconds into the start of 
extra time, which saw Alek-
sandr Erokhin come on as 
Russia's fourth sub -- the 
first time the rule has been 
applied at the World Cup.

Spain followed suit as 
Rodrigo replaced Asensio, 
and the former went clos-
est to ending the impasse, 
sprinting towards goal after 
a clever dummy only for 
Akinfeev to claw his shot 
away before the rebound 
from Koke was blocked.

Russia endured a tense 
wait when Kuipers was in 
communication with the 
video assistant referee fol-
lowing a late tug on Pique 
in the box, before Akin-
feev's shootout heroics 
clinched an unforgettable 
triumph.

Kazan, July 1 (IANS): Ar-
gentina's veteran defensive 
midfielder Javier Mascher-
ano announced his retire-
ment from international 
football on Saturday af-
ter his team's 3-4 loss to 
France in the World Cup 
Round-of-16.

"The whole story is 
over," said Mascherano, 
who is Argentina's most 
capped player in history 
with 146 appearances, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

"From now on I'll be 

just another fan of the Ar-
gentina team. It's over. The 
dream has finished."

Regarding the match 
in which teenager Kylian 
Mbpappe's brace helped 
France overcome register 
a come-from-behind vic-
tory, the 34-year-old Hebei 
China Fortune player said: 
"We gave everything to the 
end. It was a crazy game 
where we did not start well 
before we recovered and 
turned it around. But their 
equalizer hurt us a lot."

Kazan (Russia), July 1 
(IANS): Jorge Sampaoli 
ruled out stepping down 
as Argentina's head coach 
after his side 4-3 defeat 
against France in the round 
of 16 of the 2018 World Cup 
Russia.

"Beyond the pain, you 
need to have courage. The 
fact I'm here, where I want-
ed to be, I'm not thinking 
about" the possibility of 
resigning, Sampaoli told 
reporters, reports Efe.

The coach said it was too 
early to analyze his team's 
mistakes, adding that it was 
a "part of football" to "face a 
team that was very fast in its 
transitions" from defence to 

offense.
"There will surely be dif-

ferent factors to analyze that 
have to do not only with 
whether you won or lost," 
Sampaoli said on Saturday.

He recalled that Argenti-
na briefly had the lead early 
in the second half but that 
the 2-2 equalizer came "on 
a play that's very difficult to 
explain".

Sampaoli was referring 
to a 57th minute goal in 
which a cross from the left 
side went past seven play-
ers to defender Benjamin 
Pavard, who scored his first-
ever goal for Les Bleus on a 
rocket half-volley from just 
outside the penalty box.

their World Cup record of 
four consecutive wins, set 
four years ago. 

T h e i r  u n b e a t e n 

22-match run -- the longest 
in Belgium's history -- re-
flects the quality of a hugely 
talented side.

The Belgians boast a 
number of stars in their 
line-up including the likes 
of Manchester United strik-

er Romelu Lukaku (four 
goals in two matches), Chel-
sea playmaker Eden Hazard 
and Manchester City attack-
ing midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne.

Other key players such 
as central defenders Toby 
Alderweireld and Jan Ver-
tonghen are expected to 
return to the line-up after 
missing the England game.

In the midfield, Mousa 
Dembele, Yannick Carrasco 
and Axel Witsel are expected 
to start.

On paper, the world 
No.3 should have way too 
much firepower for Japan, 
who are ranked 58 places 
below the European outfit.

Japan have impressed 
so far in Russia with a 2-1 
win over Colombia and a 
2-2 draw in an entertaining 
match against Senegal be-
fore a 0-1 defeat to Poland. 
They advanced from the 
group phase on fair play 
points and are intent on 
winning a last-16 tie for the 
first time ever. 

They have the expe-

rience to do just that -- 
Eiji Kawashima, Makoto 
Hasebe, Yuto Nagatomo 
and Shinji Okazaki are each 
set to play their 11th match 
in the World Cup, a national 
record. 

Along with Keizuke 
Honda, they will be looking 
to make up for the defeat 
to Paraguay at South Africa 
2010, the last time that the 
Japanese featured in the 
knockout rounds.

Japan used a 4-4-2 for-
mation in their last group 
match against Poland and 
lost. Coach Akira Nishino is 
likely to revert to the 4-2-3-1 
system he deployed in the 
win over Colombia and the 
draw with Senegal. 

Attacking midfielders 
Genki Haraguchi, Shinji 
Kagawa and Takashi Inui 
will have important roles 
to play just behind striker 
Yuya Osako. The Japanese 
will look to attack down the 
flanks and their chances of 
success will hinge on how 
well they can supply mid-
fielder Gaku Shibasaki.


