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ANATG begins its indefinite hunger strike outside the directorate of School Education in Kohima on Friday.
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Kohima and Phek districts lead in 
‘village-level development’ in Nagaland 

Centre approves INR 390 cr. 
assistance to three states 
including Nagaland 

Army major arrested 
in murder case sent to 
14-days judicial custody

Twists and turns mark day one of ‘ad hoc teachers’ strike in Kohima

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
You've qualified for the job 
but you know na we can't 
accommodate everyone, 

public quota is just 1 or 2 
per cent. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 29 (EMN): A de-
velopment indicator has iden-
tiied Kohima village in Kohima 
district and Chukitong village 
in Wokha district as two regions 
in Nagaland that have availed 
‘maximum basic amenities’ 
while Metonger village in Kiphire 
district has availed the least of 
basic amenities. The village took 
only two basic amenities namely 
electricity and telephone service. 
Jenthy village and Ceoeyevong 
village both in Pungro block in 
Kiphire district, followed Me-
tonger. 

By availing 31 amenities, 
Kohima village and Chukitong 
took the maximum of basic 
amenities, according to statis-
tics recorded in the Village Level 
Development Indicators (VLDI) 
prepared by the directorate of 
Economics and Statistics.The 
record was made available to 
mediapersons during observ-
ance of the 12th National Statis-
tics Day on June 29. 

The brochure contains infor-
mation about the availability of 
basic amenities and surveyed in 
1326 villages, in 75 blocks in 11 
districts of the state as on March 
31 2016.

According to the survey, Ko-
hima district and Phek district 
on average avail the most of ba-
sic amenities in the state, while 
Longleng district and Kiphire 
district are two of those availing 
the least of basic amenities. 

Out of 1326 villages in the 
state, 1325 (99.22%) villages 
have been electrified except for 
Aboiri village in Tamlu block in 
Longleng, the only village in the 
state without electricity. 

The report stated that 644 
villages were connected by road 
while 1317 villages by ‘unsur-
faced’ road; some villages were 
connected by both surface and 
unsurfaced road.

Further, government trans-
port facilities are accessible to 
192 villages while 942 villages are 
accessible by private transport.

Out of 1326 villages in the 
state, the reports shows tele-
communication service (mobile, 
WLL etc) coverage is 98.50% 
covering 1308 villages while only 
18 villages are said to be without 
any means of telephone service. 

Reportedly only 113 villages 
(8.2%) are availing internet fa-
cilities while only 296 villages 
(22.32%) are covered by postal 
service.

The report also shows poor 
basic healthcare amenities avail-
able in the rural areas. Only 18 
villages (1.35%) have access to 
hospitals and veterinary dis-
pensaroes; dispensary and sub-
center in 494 villages having, Pri-
mary Health Center (PHC) in 170 
villages and Community Health 
Center (CHC) in 52 villages.

With 94.94%), Anganwadi 
center is spread to around 1259 
villages wherein 331 villages 
reportedly have Fair Price Shop. 
Besides, the report stated that 
1190 villages have village com-
munity hall, 1184 villages have 
play ground facility and 434 vil-
lages with marketing shed. 

Facilities provided by Public 
Health Engineering (PHE) are 
accessible to 677 villages as re-
ported while 350 villages were 
maintaining public drainage 
system, 684 villages have proper 
footpath and 563 villages have 

public toilet system.
Tuensang district has record-

ed the highest number of block 
with 9 blocks with Peren district 
having the lowest with 4 blocks. 

Kohima district: Kohima 
district with 7 blocks having 
98 villages has 100% access to 
electricity, road connectivity, tel-
ephone service and government 
primary school. It has listed hos-
pital, higher secondary school 
both government and private 
and community health centre as 
some of the least availing basic 
amenities in the district. 

Dimapur district: The dis-
trict has the highest number of 
villages in the state with 228 vil-
lages under 8 blocks. The district 
is said to have 100% accessibility 
in the areas of electricity and tel-
ephone service while hospital, 
village library and government 
means of transport were the 
least availing basic amenities in 
the district. 

Mokokchung district: With 
103 villages and 8 blocks, the 
district is availing 100% basic 
amenities of electricity, tele-
phone service and road con-
nectivity. Four villages in the 
district do not have GPS as per 
the survey. Some of the lacking 
basic amenities, it listed are hos-
pital, CHC and higher secondary 
school. 

Wokha district: Wokha dis-
trict with 5 blocks and 147 vil-
lages also has 100% accessibility 
to electricity, road connectivity, 
private means of transport, tel-
ephone service, GPS and village 
community hall. Some of the 
least availing basic amenities 
are higher secondary school, 
hospital and internet. 

Zunheboto district: With 
179 villages under 8 blocks, 
Zunheboto district has 100% 
facility in the area of electricity. 
Zaphmi village is the only village 
in the district without telephone 
service and four villages, namely 
Lumthsami, Lumami, Khughoto 
and Punebooa do not have GPS. 
Some of the least availed basic 
amenities in the district are 
hospital, internet and higher 
secondary school. 

Tuensang district: With the 
highest number of blocks with 9 
blocks having 122 villages, all the 
villages under Tuensang district 
have access to electricity, road 
connectivity and GPS, while 17 
villages are without telephone, 
service. The least availing basic 
amenities in the district are hos-
pital, veterinary dispensary and 
government means of transport.

Phek district: Also with 99 
villages under 8 blocks, the re-
port indicates that all the villages 
under Phek district were electri-
fied, connected by road, have 
telephone service, have GPS and 
village community hall. Some of 
the least available basic ameni-
ties in the district are Internet 
facility, hospital and higher sec-
ondary school. 

Mon District: With 118 vil-
lages under 8 blocks, all the vil-
lages in Mon district have 100% 
basic amenities in the areas of 
electricity, telephone service 
and primary school. The district 
lack basic amenities in internet 
facility, hospital and higher sec-
ondary school. 

Peren District: The district 
with a total number of 100 vil-
lages under 4 blocks has 100% 
availability of basic amenities in 

electricity, road connectivity, tel-
ephone service and government 
primary school. The district 
lacks in the areas of CHC, village 
library and higher secondary. 

Longleng District: Longleng 
district with the least number 
of villages, 45 villages under 5 
blocks have access to only to two 
basic amenities viz. road con-
nectivity and telephone service. 
Abom village is the only village 
in the district without electricity 
while Aboiri village, Ametchong 
(UR) and Namching Compound 
do not have GPS. The listed lack 
of facilities is internet, higher 
secondary, CHC, hospital, vet-
erinary dispensary and proper 
drainage system. 

Kiphire District: Kiphire 
district with 87 villages under 5 
blocks has 100% basic ameni-
ties in electricity and telephone 
service while four (4) villages, 
namely, Vongva, Ceoeyevong, 
Jenthy and Metonger do not 
have primary schools. Some of 
the least available basic ameni-
ties in the district are internet 
facility, hospital, and higher 
secondary and veterinary dis-
pensary.

There is a need for a com-
prehensive database system as 
the government and the village 
communities continually strived 
to provide basic amenities to its 
people. The department hoped 
that the 10th edition of the re-
port of VLDI will enable the 
planners to plan effectively by 
allocating scare resource of the 
state to achieve the desired plan 
objective towards inclusiveness, 
sustainable development and 
improvement of human well 
being.

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): The 
union Home Minister, Rajnath 
Singh chaired a meeting of the 
high level committee (HLC) at 
New Delhi on Friday to con-
sider the additional central as-
sistance to the states of Andhra 
Pradesh (affected by floods 
during 2017-18), Arunachal 
Pradesh (affected by floods/ 
landslides during 2017-18), 
Nagaland (affected by floods/ 

landslides during 2017-18) and 
Andhra Pradesh (affected by 
Rabi drought during 2017-18).

According to a PIB press 
release, union minister for Ag-
riculture, Radha Mohan Singh; 
union finance minister, Piyush 
Goyal; union home secretary, 
Rajiv Gauba; and senior offic-
ers of the ministries of home 
affairs, finance and agriculture 
and Niti Aayog were present in 
the meeting.

“The HLC approved the 
additional assistance from 
National Disaster Response 
Fund (NDRF) of Rs 179.91 
crore (Rs. 66.77 crore for floods 
+ Rs. 113.14 crore for drought 
- rabi) for the state of Andhra 
Pradesh,  Rs 144.26 crore for 
the state of Arunachal Pradesh 
and Rs 65.69 crore for the state 
of Nagaland.”

New Delhi, June 29 (PTI): An 
Army major, arrested for alleg-
edly killing another officer's 
wife, was today sent to 14-day 
judicial custody by a Delhi 
court.

The direction was issued by 
Metropolitan Magistrate Mani-
sha Tripathy.

Major Nikhil Handa was ar-
rested on June 24 from Meerut 
in Uttar Pradesh for his alleged 
involvement in the killing of 
another Major's wife in west 
Delhi on Saturday.

The woman's body was 
found with her throat slit near 

the Brar Square in the Delhi 
Cantonment area.

Initially, the police was in-
formed that a woman had died 
in an accident. Later, when 
they inspected the body, it was 
found that her throat was slit, 
the police had said.

The accused had allegedly 
run a car over her face and the 
body in order to make the inci-
dent appear as an accident, the 
police has alleged.

The woman was earlier 
dropped at the Army Base Hos-
pital in her husband's official 
vehicle.

Our Correspondent
Kohima June 29 (EMN): 
A mother of two children 
from Mokokchung district 
who was part of the in-
definite hunger strike from 
June 29 called by the All 
Nagaland Ad-hoc Teachers’ 
Group (ANATG) demand-
ing regularisation of service 
fell down due to low blood 
pressure on Friday at the 
directorate of School Edu-
cation in Kohima.

Sources of the group 
confirmed that the teacher 
was immediately taken to 
Naga Hospital for treat-
ment, and was still there 
at the time this report was 
being written.

Even as the irregular 
teachers begin their hunger 
strike, they have written 
an ultimatum addressed 
to the principal director of 
School Education demand-
ing that the department 
immediately file an inter-
locutory application before 
the court and redresses the 
agitators’ grievances with-
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out any delay.
The teachers demand-

ed that the government 
brings out a separate ‘one-
time special office memo-
randum’ particularly for the 
ANATG batch of 2015 by re-
ferring the official notifica-
tion of the P&AR dated Aug. 
30 2011 and immediately 
regularise their service.

The group demanded 
that the regularisation of 
the service of the ANATG 
batch be made through 
any other options, which 
are in the government’s 
power and discretion. The 
teachers have threatened 
that the ANATG shall not 
suspend or call off the in-
definite hunger strike.

Following the ulti-
matum issued by the 
ANATG, the department 
has through Additional 
Secretary Sweho Naleo re-
quested the teachers to call 
off the agitation stating that 
the matter regarding regu-
larisation was sub-judice.

It stated that the gov-
ernment of Nagaland had 
already filed an affidavit 
raising preliminary ob-

jections ‘on the maintain-
ability of WP (C) No. 145 
(K)/2017,’ and for which it 
was ‘felt unnecessary’ to 
file an IA. 

Referring to the second 
demand of the group, it 
stated ‘the OM referred to 
bearing no. PAR-B/6/2008 
(pt) dated Kohima August 
30, 2011, refers to recruit-
ment cases only and does 
not refer to regularisation 
cases.’

The department ex-
plained that the regularisa-
tion process, of agitating 
ad-hoc groups, was carried 
out but a memorandum 
dated Aug. 4 2008 and Aug. 
11 2011, which regulates 
such regularisation, was 
stayed by the high court on 
July 27 and the 28th in 2017.

The ANATG’s spokes-
person Bendang Ozukum 
said that the ad-hoc teach-
ers were demanding that 
the government file an IA 
for modification of the 
court’s interim order to 
regularise the 1166 ad-hoc 
teachers, and not ‘an af-
fidavit.’

Even before the Acaut 

and PSAN had filed a peti-
tion challenging the gov-
ernment’s notification on 
regularisation of the irregu-
lar employees, Ozukum 
said that the ad-hoc teach-
ers had cleared the suit-
ability and screening test by 
fulfilling all the prescribed 
criteria stipulated by the 
government. He informed 
that the teachers would 
continue with their indefi-
nite hunger strike until its 
demand is fulfilled. 
School Education clarifies
According to a DIPR up-
date on Friday, the advi-
sor to School Education 
K Tokugha Sukhalu has 
stated that the agitation by 
the members of the ANATG 
warrants clarification in 
the interest of the public 
in order that the so-called 
contentious issues are laid 
bare for all to understand.

“The advisor stated that 
many ad-hoc / contract 
graduate teachers, primary 
teachers, Hindi teachers, 
drawing teachers, language 
teachers, lab assistants and 
PETs were appointed by 
the department in the past. 

The government had taken 
a decision to regularize 
their services. Accordingly, 
the department consti-
tuted a committee to con-
duct suitability test vide 
notification no.DSE/ESTT/
REG/01/13(PT-II) in pursu-
ance of govt. OM.No.AR-5/
ASSO/98 dated 4th August 
2008. The minimum quali-
fying years for eligibility 
was set at 3 (three) years of 
service as on 31st Decem-
ber 2015.

“Ad-hoc employees ap-
pointed between 2009 to 
2015 including absentees 
and failed candidates in 
the previous tests were also 
allowed to appear the suit-
ability test for which the 
P&AR department gave 
clearance on 21st October 
2016. This was conducted 
on the 20th and 23rd May 
2017. The screening com-
mittee thereafter recom-
mended regularization of 
1166 ad hoc / contract em-
ployees on 13th October 
2017,” the report read. 

“It must be clearly un-
derstood by the public at 
large that there is no ambi-
guity in the government’s 
decision to regularize the 
services of ad-hoc / con-
tract employees who have 
successfully cleared the 
suitability test. As can be 
seen from the above ini-
tiatives taken, the depart-
ment has sincerely tried 
all measures to regularize 
their services. We are only 
waiting for the final verdict 
of the honourable court. 
However, it is extremely un-
fortunate that members of 
ANATG have now resorted 
to go on hunger strike de-
manding regularizing of 
their service through any 
other available options,” 
he stated. 

According to the re-
port: “It is unfortunate that 
while the government is 

fully sensitized to the prob-
lems faced by government 
school teachers, they have 
been resorting to such agi-
tations.  It appears that the 
extremely poor results of 
government schools, where 
members of ANATG have 
been teaching, are furthest 
from their minds. 

“Citizens will agree 
that careers of the students 
cannot be compromised 
and the government will 
not hesitate to take action 
against those who agitate 
on non-issues. The advi-
sor, therefore, made a fi-
nal appeal to the agitating 
teachers in the interest of 
all concerned.”
Teachers’ group turns to 
Acaut and PSAN 
The All Nagaland School 
Teachers’ Association has 
raised questions over the 
writ petitions filed by the 
Against Corruption and 
Unabated Taxation (Acaut) 
and the Public Service As-
pirants of Nagaland (PSAN) 
‘against the backdoor / 
illegal appointment of 706 
posts in the 35 depart-
ments, the posts of which 
were supposed to be re-
cruited though NPSC.’ 

In a press release is-
sued Friday, it stated that 
the Acaut and PSAN have 
repeatedly said that their 
writ petition has been filed 
against the NPSC requisi-
tioned posts only. “They 
said the case has not im-
pleaded school teachers 
as the respondents since 
the appointment of school 
teachers is outside the pur-
view of NPSC recruitment 
norms.

“However, it is due to 
ACAUT & PSAN court case 
interim order dated the 
28/07/2017, the service 
regularization of 1166 ad 
hoc teachers has been kept 
on pending since last year. 
It may be mentioned that 

when the matter pertaining 
to regularization of 1166 
ad hoc teachers has been 
placed before the Cabi-
net for final approval in 
its 11/11/2017 meeting, 
the Cabinet deferred it in 
view of the ACAUT & PSAN 
court case. The issue is still 
pending with Government 
due to said Court case,” it 
stated.

This has prompted the 
ad hoc teachers to launch 
various protests. “In view 
of the gravity of situation, 
the Association hereby asks 
ACAUT and PSAN to clarify 
their stand on the case as 
to how it is affecting/ not 
affecting the regularization 
of ad hoc teachers. 

“On one hand, the pe-
titioners said their court 
case has not impleaded 
school teachers whereas 
on the other hand, Gov-
ernment is claiming that it 
cannot take up the matter 
since it is in the court. In 
the process, the concerned 
ad hoc teachers are being 
sandwiched between the 
two parties. If the said court 
case has no impact on reg-
ularization of school teach-
ers (as repeatedly claimed 
by petitioners) then why 
don’t the petitioners make 
their stand clear publically 
so that Government/De-
partment may draw the 
line from the stand to re-
solve the pending issue 
early. 

“The fact is that the 
good intent of petitioners 
to check corruption is ad-
versely affecting the regu-
larization of the teachers. If 
the school teachers are not 
implicated by the said case 
as disclosed by the peti-
tioners, then why don’t the 
petitioners releases school 
teachers from the clutches 
of their case, so that the is-
sue may be sorted out from 
outside the court,” it stated. 

According to the as-
sociation, “If it is not due 
to ACAUT and PSAN court 
case, the service of 1166 ad 
hoc teachers could have 
been regularized since last 
year November. Owing to 
this court case, the problem 
has now come up to the 
extent of organizing hunger 
strike by the aggrieved ad 
hoc teachers.”
Konyak students have had 
enough 
In a separate press release 
that was issued on Friday, 
the Konyak Students’ Un-
ion questioned ‘why agita-
tion has become a daily 
routine’ in the affairs of the 
state’s School Education 
system. 

“The victimize stu-
dents are tired of blame 
game, ‘the department or 
the teachers’ supposed to 
be held responsible. Why 
the teachers community 
are compelled to attend 
the agitation classes rather 
than their normal duties,” 
a press release from the 
union stated. 

Expressing resentment 
over the issue, the KSU 
stated: “Education depart-
ment should have been one 
of the most active function-
ing department among 
of all but it usually take 
wrong turn.” It stated that 
the agitation had ‘adversely 
affected the schools’ per-
formance especially in 
Mon district which has the 
lowest literacy rate com-
pared to other districts.’ In 
the recently declared NBSE 
(HSLC) result too, there 
were many schools in Mon 
district that had ‘zero per-
centage performance.’ It 
said this was the outcome 
of ‘non-stationary of teach-
ers and regular participa-
tion of teachers in agita-
tion.’ The KSU has asked 
the department to resolve 
the issue at the earliest.
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State Vigilance Commission launches biometric

Kohima observes National Statistics Day
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Temjenkala Aier (2nd from right) launching the OTHM UK certified hospitality management diploma and 
degree programme at the C-Edge College in Dimapur on Fri. June 29.

R Ramakrishnan speaking at the 12th National Statistics Day in the conference hall of the directorate of 
Economics and Statistics in Kohima.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 29: C-Edge 
College has launched an 
OTHM UK certified Hospi-
tality Management for di-
ploma and degree courses 
on June 29 in partnership 
with the Matrix Infosys 
Overseas Education Con-
sultants—representative 
of OTHM in India—at the 
college in Dimapur. OTHM 
stands for Organisation of 
Tourism and Hotel Man-
agement which is based in 
the United Kingdom. 

The academic pro-
gramme was formally 
launched by joint secre-
tary of Nagaland Hotel & 
Restaurants Association 
(NHRA), Temjenkala Aier 
in the college in the pres-
ence C-Edge College fac-
ulty, students and others. 

The NHRA Joint Sec-
retary, Temjenkala Aier, 
during her address at the 
launch programme, hoped 
that the newly launched 
programme will benefit 
many  Naga youngsters, 
turn them into working 
professionals and also 
hone the young entrepre-
neurs in the state. 

While congratulating 
the college for taking the 
initiative, Aier expressed 
hope that in the long run, 
the college would become 
a hub for aspiring youths 
to pursue hospitality man-
agement within the state. 

The College Media 
Coordinator, Wapangla 
Imchen disclosed that the 

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
An Aadhar based Bio-
metric Attendance Sys-
tem (BAS) was formally 
launched in the State 
Vigilance Commission 
on June 28 by Vigilance 

Commissioner Mayang 
Lima, as part of the 100 
days programme of the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) government. 

The commissioner in 
his maiden official inter-

acted with the officers and 
staff of the Commission. 
Stating that the State Vig-
ilance Commission is a 
prestigious establishment 
which people look up to, 
Lima encouraged the Com-

Children learning papercraft during the children’s summer camp at the CAN building on Friday in Kohima.

Dishant Bhasin and Surya Sadasivan at the workshop, at the directorate 
of Tourism in Kohima on June 29.

Zunheboto administration  
bans sale of fish 
The deputy commissioner of Zunheboto, Shanavas C 
has issued an order prohibiting the sale of fresh fish 
products including crustaceans and excluding live 
fish till further notice or until such time the availability 
of fresh fish in the district is certified as safe for human 
consumption by the food safety officer in accordance 
to the Food Safety Standards (Food Product standard 
& Food Addictive) Regulation of 2011 and provisions 
of Food Safety & Standard Act of 2006.

GSKS to observe birth anniv.  
of Aadi Acharya
The Gorkha Sahitya Kala Sanstha (GSKS) Kohima will 
be observing the 204th birth anniversary of Aadi Kabi 
Bhanu Bhakta Acharya on July 13 at the Gorkha Public 
Panchayat complex Chandmari in Kohima. A press 
release received from the union informed that to arts 
and poem recitation competition will be organised 
on July 8 at 11 am at Gyanmanjeree School, Upper 
Chandmari in Kohima. Interested students from class 
1-12 contact have been asked to contact asst. general 
secretary, Bikash Lama at 9436070489;  Maya Rana – 
8014626082; Maya Thapa - 9436608230 and Sushila 
Limbu - 8794952408 latest by  July 6. 

Bengali students to  
honour achievers
Dimapur Bengali Students Union (DBSU) will be 
organising a felicitation programme for HSLC and 
HSSLC toppers cum freshers’ fair on July 1 at Durga 
Mandir auditorium, near Millennium market, Di-
mapur from 4:30 pm. The union president has re-
quested all the top 20 rank holders from Dimapur 
district in the HSLC examination and top 10 rank 
holders in HSSLC examination (all the three streams) 
under NBSE to attend the programme. Rank holders 
are requested to confirm their presence 30 minutes 
before the programme. 

Medical officer  
acknowledges support
Chief medical officer (CMO) cum FSSA designated 
officer, District Hospital, Dimapur, Dr. K Vikato Kinimi 
has thanked the district administration, police per-
sonnel, DMC officials, representatives from Dimapur 
Naga Council, chairmen’s union, GBs’ union Dimapur 
(Sadar), Chumukedima Town Council and various 
fish vendors for their support and cooperation during 
the inspection and testing on fishes in and around 
Dimapur and Chumukedima on June 28 by mobile 
food safety team from SPHL, Kohima. The officer has 
further looked forward to such support and coopera-
tion even in the days to come.

NEWS IN BRIEF

course was introduced 
with an objective to pro-
vide more career oppor-
tunities for the younger 
generation. The students 
aspiring to take up hospi-
tality management need 
not go outside the state but 
avail the degree from the 
state itself, she said.  

The director of Matrix 
Infosys Education Consult-
ants, Ajesh Gugnani, who 
was present at the event, 
gave a brief information 

about the Hospitality Man-
agement course. He said 
the newly launched course  
that it was a certified pro-
gramme that guarantees 
100 percent job assurances 
with internship training 
from the best hospitality 
organisations around the 
world. 

On the same line, the 
operations manager of 
Emporium Training & 
Consultancy, Anirban 
Mukherjee, also supple-

mented that hospitality 
management is the second 
largest industry having 
vast job opportunities, es-
pecially for the youngsters.

During an interactive 
session with the students 
of C-Edge College, Gug-
nani and Mukherjee gave 
a comprehensive explana-
tion about the course.

Gugnani stated that the 
hospitality management 
was a one year degree 
course in which they pro-

NPF represents Naga identity — Kenye 

Children’s summer camp begins in Kma 

Tenyiphe village bans intoxicants Kigwema community learns notion of ‘homestay’

Mayang Lima launching the biometric attendance system in the establishment of the State Vigilance 
Commission. 

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
The lone Rajya Sabha 
member from Nagaland, 
KG Kenye, during a coordi-
nation meeting with Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) work-
ers of Kiphire district on 
June 28, that the NPF be-
longs to the Naga people 
and the party represents 
the Naga identity. 

A press release issued 
by the NPF’s Press Bu-
reau, Central Headquarter, 
while informing about 
the coordination meeting, 
quoted the MP s saying 
that the NPF is not a power 
mongering political party 
but a party to carry for-
ward the Naga people to 
greater heights. 

Saying that the NPF 
belongs to the Naga peo-
ple and it represents the 
Naga identity, Kenye said 
that the NPF is not owned 
by any leader by belongs to 
the Naga people and “the 
party is the only inherit-
ance we can give to our 
future generation”. 

Reminding that the 
NPF was birthed at a time 
when the Nagas were in 
turmoil, the MP asserted 
that the sole aim of the 
party was for the uplift and 
strengthening of the Naga 
people. 

“The NPF party is not 
just a mere political party 
unlike other political par-
ties exist only for contest-
ing the election and grab 
for power but to protect 
its people and work for the 
welfare of its people,” the 
parliamentarian is report-
edly said. 

While calling upon 
each party workers to take 
responsiblity to contribute 
to the Naga society, the MP 
asserted that ‘many politi-
cal parties came and go in 
Nagaland but NPF party 
will exist as long as the 
Naga people exist as the 
NPF root is beyond elec-
tion politics’. 

 Meanwhile, the release 
informed that NPF spokes-
person,  Achumbemo 

Kikon, during the coor-
dination meeting, called 
for unity among the party 
workers “as the party is the 
only platform to preserve 
and protect the identity of 
the Naga people”. 

Kikon, while asserting 
that the NPF will play a 
strong and constructive 
opposition, however, “did 
not ruled out that the gov-
ernment may shift to the 
NPF soon”, informed the 
release. 

The NPF Press Bureau 
also informed that differ-
ent speakers from the NPF 
Kiphire division spoke at 
the meeting and reassured 
their selfless commitment 
and service for the party in 
the days to come. 

 The Secretary General 
entourage to Kiphire was 
accompanied by members 
from Central Youth Wing, 
Central Farmers Wing, Le-
gal Cell, Central Women 
Wing including the Cen-
tral Office bearers, the re-
lease further informed.

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
YouthNet has organised a 
workshop on ‘Homestay’ 
for the denizens of Kigwe-
ma was held at Directorate 
of Tourism on June 29.

 Additional Director 
Tourism Akhale Vizol in 
her introductory speech 
highlighted the concept 
of Homestay and its im-
portance. She said that a 
community in a locality 
can maintain the environ-
ment and make it attrac-
tive creating a tourist hot 
spot. She also emphasised 
on various issues and how 
to be sociable and hospita-
ble to guest and travellers 
visiting their village, town 
or city. 

Highlighting about the 
workshop, Hekani Jakhalu 
from YouthNet, said that 
Homestay was a compo-
nent to create employ-
ment, job opportunity and 
uplift the economy of the 
state since there is no pri-
vate sector in the state. 
Homestay concept was 
to develop a village, town 
or city creating it a market 
avenue platform to sell 
their handicrafts, food, 
etc., and showcasing their 
natural beauty, farming 
system and their lifestyle, 
she added. She further 
encouraged that Kigwema 
village can become a role 
model for Homestay in the 
global map of tourism.

Regional operation for 

Kohima, June 29 (EMN): A 
two-day children’s summer 
camp under the theme ‘You 
are the light of the world 
(Mt. 5:14),’ has commenced 
at St. Francis de Sales (SFS) 
Parish on Friday June 29 at 
the building of Catholic As-
sociation of Nagaland (CAN) 
in Kohima. The camp, being 
organised by SFS, is divided 
into three categories - class-

es A to 3, classes 4 to 7 and 
classes 8 to 12. Each catego-
ry has four group divisions 
namely Mark, Mathew, Luke 
and John. 

On the first day, the 
campers attended mass, 
singspiration service and 
participated in various 
games. Practical and 
creativity sessions were 
also conducted including 

games, doll making, paper 
craft, learning computer 
peripherals etc. 

Rev. Fr. Peter Pithun-
go, assistant parish priest 
of SFS, parish priest Rev. 
Fr.Fernandes and Teisovi 
Gerard Meyase spoke were 
the main speakers of the 
theme on Friday. Around 
three-hundred children 
enrolled on first day.

D i m a p u r,  J u n e  2 9 
(EMN): The Tenyiphe 
Village Youth Organisa-
tion (TVYO) has strictly 
prohibited any individu-
als or party selling or 
dealing with sale of med-
icines / drugs and other 
intoxicated products in 
and around the village 
jurisdiction with effect 

from the issue of this 
notice. 

Any individual or par-
ty wants to sell any prod-
uct related to medicines 
has been asked to ob-
tain permission or permit 
from the village council. H 
organisation also warned 
of stern action against 
the person selling illegal 

items such as IMFL, gan-
ja...etc) within the village 
jurisdiction.

TVYO also reiterated 
its earlier notice that any 
outsiders creating distur-
bance and indulging in 
any anti-social elements 
in its jurisdiction would 
be dealt severely accord-
ing to the law. 

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): The Directorate 
of Economics and Statistics Nagaland, 
Kohima observed the 12th National 
Statistics Day under the theme “Quality 
assurance in official statistics” in its con-
ference hall in Kohima on June 29.

Speaking on the theme, Home Com-
missioner Nagaland, Ramakrishnan said 
that the National Statistics Day is being 
celebrated to commemorate the contri-
butions made by the great statistics man, 
PC Mahalanobis in the field of develop-
ment and growth of the country. 

Ramakrishnan said for any policy and 
program formulation, the statistics data 
furnished by the department is required.

Lauding the department for doing 
an important job in the field of nation 
building, the Home commissioner called 
on them to present accurate and reliable 
data so that the state would be benefited 
in policy formulation. 

He further highlighted the contribu-
tions made by PC Mahalanobis in the 
field of statistics and economic planning.

 Secretary and OSD, Kevileno Angami 
in her opening remark said that the Na-

tional Statistics Day is being observed 
every year to create public awareness 
among people about the importance of 
statistics in daily life and in the process of 
planning and development. Stating that 
the celebration is to make aware of the 
importance of statistics, Kevileno chal-
lenged the department to collect accurate 
data and provide quality information to 
the government and the users so that 
proper decision could be taken in policy 
formulation.

Also, the National Sample Survey Of-
fice (NSSO), Field Operations Division 
(FOD), Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation Govt.of India, 
Regional office Kohima, observed the 
12thNational Statistics Day along with the 
rest of the country on June 29 at its office 
in Kohima. 

Main events of the celebration were as 
follows:
Director (ISS), NSSO (FOD) MM Singh 
delivered spoke on the theme   “Qual-
ity assurance in official statistics” and its 
importance.

vide international intern-
ship in China, Malaysia, 
Mauritius, Thailand, Sin-
gapore, and Dubai among 
other countries. To enroll 
for the course, students 
have to pay INR 2 lakhs 
20 thousand which would 
cover air tickets, visa, and 
travelling insurance.

Mukherjee also spoke 
about the course in which 
he stated that the Nagas 
can avail the opportunity 
as Nagas are inherently 
hospitable by nature. He 
mentioned about some 
Nagas working at the 
Oberoi Hotel and Taj Ma-
hal Palace Hotel in Mum-
bai and encouraged the 
students to make use of the 
opportunity. 

Stating that financial 
constraint was the chief 
reason to many students 
not opting for the man-
agement course Gugnani 
mentioned that they pro-
vide scholarship to bright 
and deserving students 
who have a passion in the 
business. They offer INR 1 
lakh in each session.

The Matrix Infosys 
group admitted to have 
trained 5000 students. 
Students can pursue the 
course after the comple-
tion of class 12. The prin-
cipal of C-Edge College 
admitted that the college 
will strive hard to find out 
ways to motivate students 
so that they come forward 
and pursue the course.

mission to maintain a high-
er standard and follow the 
BAS strictly and set an ex-
ample to the other depart-
ments. He expressed the 
hope that with the intro-
duction of the BAS, the per-
formance of the employees 
will improve and transpar-
ency will be maintained in 
attendance of the employ-
ees. He also acknowledged 
the contribution made by 
the IT department in the 
installation of the BAS in 
the Commission.

Delivering a short 
speech Director I Meyio-

nen, DIGP of Vigilance & 
Anti- Corruption Police ex-
pressed his gratitude to the 
Vigilance Commissioner 
for the successful launch-
ing of the BAS and instal-
lation of CCTV in the Com-
mission within one month 
of taking over the charge. 
He also highlighted some 
problems faced by the 
Commission and hoped 
that the Vigilance Com-
missioner, being from the 
legal background, would 
be able to guide the Com-
mission in legal as well as 
investigation matters.

North and North East, Dis-
hant Bhasin and public 
policy consultant, Surya 
Sadasivan from Air B&B 
said that the Air B&B is 
an online global network 
where travellers book 
their stay at Homestay 
from anywhere around 
the globe and  have ex-
panded their business in 
191 countries and 81,000 
cities. In Northeast India 
Air B&B has partnership 
with NEC and NETDC. 
They also said that foreign 
travellers prefer Homestay 
rather than hotels as they 
wanted to explore and 
experience the culture of 

the locals and their life-
style. Air B&B also helps to 
promote tourism of a state 
and create marketing of 
their local products. To be 
a part of Air B&B one can 
upload the photos of the 
place and their home on 
the website which can be 
book online. 

G e n e r a l  Ma n a g e r 
Dovipie Inn Neikedolie 
Hiekha spoke on ecotour-
ism; Khietono Yhoshu of 
Southview Home, deputy 
director Tourism Veyielo 
Doulo on Homestay-a tool 
for sustainable tourism; 
and Joint Director Ajanuo 
Belho on Tourist Trade Act. 
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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
One of India’s private con-
glomerates, Future Group 
has made its entry into 
Nagaland with the open-
ing of a Big Bazaar outlet 
in Dimapur. 

The launch was an-
nounced at a press confer-
ence by Nibu Nagi, prop-
erty owner and Manish 
Agarwal, CEO (Fashion 
at Big Bazaar - popularly 
known by its initials fbb) 
Big Bazaar East. 

“We at Big Bazaar are 
delighted to serve the 
beautiful people of Naga-
land and are excited about 
this new journey” Agarwal 
said adding that the store 
was also designed while 
keeping in mind the re-
quirements and needs of 
the people of Dimapur.

Agarwal further in-
formed that with the open-
ing of a Big Bazaar outlet in 
Nagaland, employment is 
generated. “The employ-
ees that have been hired at 
Big Bazaar Dimapur are all 
from Nagaland and have 
been hired and trained for 
the past one year” he said 

adding that over 60,000 
people have been em-
ployed across 256 stores 
in India.

The 25000 square feet, 
five floor space located at 
Nagi House, Circular Road 
will be a ‘one stop destina-
tion’ dedicated to food, 
fashion and home. It was 
informed that the outlet 
will offer “massive dis-
counts and price drops” 
on over 1500 everyday use 
items. 

Property owner Nibu 
Nagi and also one of the 
revenue sharing partners 
expressed his excitement 
about the launch of Big 
Bazaar in Nagaland. 

“The State is in a prob-
lem of having educated 
youths but with no jobs as 
the government jobs are 
all saturated” Nagi said 
pointing out that the State 
government should en-
courage more companies 
to come to Nagaland and 
solve the problem of un-
employment. 

The new Big Bazaar 
store will also offer its cus-
tomers to participate in 
the stores “mega proper-

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): When a work 
is considered as one’s own, it sustains for 
a longer period; but for a long term out-
turn people have to take responsibility, 
understand that everyone has a role to-
wards maintaining a clean surrounding, 
realise that negligence is the root cause 
of the dire environmental situation that 
we are in, and take some actions. Three 
women from Namgalong village Burma 
Camp area in Dimapur rose up to the 
occasion. 

Discouraged with the attitude of pub-

lic towards waste management, the three 
women - Ronika Miachieo, Againa and 
Atoli Swu - took up the great responsibil-
ity to mobilise resources and initiate the 
effort to clear the clogged drain in Burma 
Camp on Fri. June 29 which was left unat-
tended for nearly two years.

Come monsoon season and Nam-
galong village is flooded which has 
become a daily affair for the residents 
as the only drain which connects from 
Nagarjan, Civil Hospital, Police colony, 
Namgalong and flows to Dhansiri river, 
said Miachieo. But with land encroach-

Big Bazaar to open its first mega store in Nagaland  Fish Ban: DCCI cautions miscreants 
from taking undue advantage 

Book ‘Being and Time’ released in KohimaComplaint against construction firm for 
poor workmanship and incomplete work  

Three women lead in clearing drains 

Brahmaputra Board reviews its ongoing works

STATE

ties” like ‘Sabse Saste Din’, 
Wednesday Bazaar, Public 
Holiday Sale and ‘Har Din 
Lowest Price’ etc. 

Big Bazaar was found-
ed in 2001 and is one of 
India’s leading hyper-
market chains.  The store 
will showcase a complete 
range of clothing from well 

known brands, to different 
food items and home and 
personal care products 
from world leading brands 
for all age groups under 
one roof. 

The mega store is 
stated to be designed 
with smart and safe trial 
rooms, open aisles and 

well trained staff to “pro-
vide an effortless and de-
lightful” shopping experi-
ence.

The Big Bazaar store 
which is the fifth of its kind 
in the Northeast region is 
scheduled for inaugural 
by Chief Minister, Neiphiu 
Rio on June 30 at 11 am. 

D i m a p u r,  J u n e  2 9 
( E M N ) :  A g a i n s t  t h e 
backdrop of the confu-
sion in the fish market 
industry over the ban of 
imported fish products 
in the state which has 
led to confiscation and 
destruction of formalin 
treated fish products 
during the past few days, 
the Dimapur Chamber 
of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) cautioned 
unscrupulous elements 
from taking undue ad-
vantage of the porous 
border and smuggling 
fish products into the 
city. 

A press release issued 
by the DCCI President, 
Akashe Zhimomi said 
that the business com-
munity has stopped the 
import of fish from out-
side the state and since 
the ban on fish import, 
there has been no im-
port or auctioning of fish 
in the district. 

However, the DCCI 
cautioned that due to 
the porous border some 

miscreants could take 
undue advantage and 
import fish for mak-
ing money and could 
damage the image of 
the business commu-
nity. Therefore, it warned 
that if anyone is found 
indulging in such activi-
ties, strict action would 
be initiated against them 
by the business com-
munity.  

The DCCI also re-
quested the administra-
tion and the police to 
ensure that no such im-
ports are allowed even 
from neighbouring As-
sam markets and at the 
same time requested the 
public to be vigilant and 
report the matter to the 
competent authority. 

No n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e 
DCCI informed that lo-
cal fish produced within 
Nagaland does not come 
under the preview but 
it cautions the dealers 
from ‘price racketeering’. 

Meanwhile, the re-
lease informed that the 
DCCI Grievances Cell 

Convener Omega Yeptho 
along with members had 
a meeting with ‘dry fish 
wholesalers’ and took 
assurance from them 
that price of dry fish will 
not be increased despite 
being offseason. 

On the request of the 
DCCI to make dry fish 
available as fresh fish 
was in short supply in 
the market, the dry-fish 
wholesalers also agreed 
to bring down the prices 
of dry-fish items as a 
service to the public.  

While informing that 
‘the wholesale price has 
been brought down and 
fixed’, the DCCI strong-
ly warned the retailers 
that it would strictly 
monitor the ‘retailing 
price racketeering’ on 
the pretext of shortage 
of fresh fish.

 In this regard, the 
DCCI informed any ag-
grieved consumer to 
contact the DCCI for any 
grievances at mobile no: 
7005526728 for lodging 
their complaints. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 29 (EMN): A 
book launch of “Being and 
Time” written by Pongom 
Lam was officially released 
by S Chonta, NPSC mem-
ber  at Ura restaurant, near 
Red Cross Building in Ko-
hima on Friday.

Lam is the son of Pesh-
ing Lam from Noklak vil-
lage, under Tuensang dis-
trict. He received his BA 
degree (History honours) 
from St Joseph college, Ja-
khama and obtained his 
MA from IGNOU. The au-
thor had also released a 
book earlier titled “The 
Hardship of Life”.

The book “Being and 
Time” is written in an easy 
way to understand manner 
and gives the clues about 
how to live a better life, 

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
An advisor of the Nation-
alist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) 
of Peren District today 
complained against the 
construction firm - Jor-
dan Construction - for 
poor workmanship and 
leaving the allotted work 
unattended and uncom-
pleted for several years. 

A press release re-
ceived at the Eastern 
Mirror office on June 29 
2017 from one Takiang 
‘Advisor, NDPP, Peren dis-
trict’, while complaining 
against the construction 
company, listed out five 
‘detected’ discrepancies  
and dereliction of works 
entrusted to the com-
pany. 

“Constr uction of 

Road from Kohima -Laike 
road Junction to Old Pu-
ilwa (Puilo) 15 KM Peren 
district under NLCPR 
amounting to 734.25 la-
khs vide order No.CE/
R&B/NLCPR/2009-10/ 
dated Kohima the 2nd 
Dec.2009.

Construction of Road 
from Kohima -Laike road 
Junction to Tepuiki- Bar-
ak -NKM(NDR) PH-2 
under NLCPR vide order 
No.CE/R&B/TB/NLCPR/
TEPU-Barak/2010-11/ 
391 dated Kohima the 4th 
April 2011  amounting to 
949.55 Lakhs.

Construction of Road 
from Kohima -Laike 
road Junction to  Bar-
ak - PH-2  vide order 
No.CE/R&B/TB/NLCPR/
LEG-II/2012-13/ dated 

Kohima the 11th Janu-
ary 2013  amounting to 
1911.48 Lakhs.

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f 
Road from Jalukie Road 
–Khelma to Ikiesingram - 
Gopibung to  Ikiesingram 
to Jordan Construction 
under PMGSY.

Construction of Road 
from Jalukie Road –Khel-
ma to New Nkio - New 
Nkio - Bamsiakilwa to 
Jordan Construction un-
der PMGSY”

“Therefore, I request 
the concerned depart-
ment to initiate stern 
action against the com-
pany for not doing the 
work but have drawn 
the money meant for 
construction of roads,” 
stated the NDPP Advisor, 
Takiang. 

It may be noted here 
that the ‘incomplete 
Projects’ under PMGSY 
PH VIII, for more than 
six years, has been noted 
seriously by the National 
Rural Roads Develop-
ment Agency under the 
Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment Agency (MoRD). 
The office of the PWD 
(Roads & Bridges) had 
also called for a meet-
ing of (PWD (R&B) of-
ficials and contractors 
with the Minister PWD 
and Comm. Secy Works 
and Housing Depart-
ment ‘to deliberated on 
the impending threat in 
connection with the 17 
on-going projects under 
PMGSY Phase VIII some-
where about a week ago  
at Kohima. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 29: The 
Brahmaputra Board held 
its 66th meeting at Naithu 
Resort Conference Hall in 
Dimapur on June 29. The 
meeting was hosted by 
the department of Irriga-
tion and Flood Control of 
Nagaland.

The meeting discussed 
about various agenda per-
taining to the Northeast 
region. The chairman of 
Brahmaputra Board, Rajiv 
Yadav,  while addressing 
members, said the board 
should work hard in order 
to pull out resource from 
each state department in 
concern. 

Secretary of the board, 
DJ Borgohain presented 
the agenda of the day. The 

Author Pongom Lam (middle) and S Chonta releasing the book in 
Kohima on Friday, June 29.
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Property owner and partner Nibu Nagi  being felicitated by Manish Agarwal, CEO (fashion at big bazaar), 
Big Bazaar East, during a press conference that announced the launch of the retail brand.
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WOMEN POWER: The three women Ronika Miachieo (extreme left), Atoli Swu (2nd from left) and Againa 
(extreme right) along with a DMC worker at the work site where clogged drains were  cleared.
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Members of the Brahmaputra Board in conference during the 
meeting in Dimapur on June 29.

ment and construction 
of buildings, it leaves no 
room for the waste wa-
ter to flow through the 
drainage, she pointed 
out. 

Also she asserted 
“most of us wait for 
government schemes 
to start a work so we 
decided to initiate the 
clearing of drain clogs 
not only as a sanita-
tion drive but to create 
awareness among the 
community as well”. 

This effort by the 
three of them was sup-
ported by Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC) 
by providing with DMC 
workers and machin-
eries. Appreciating the 
DMC for the assistance 
provided, Miachieo ob-
served that public must 
be aware of the waste 
consequences and land 
encroachment which 
can harm the environ-
ment and our surround-
ings for a long term. The 
team will continue with 
their effort to clear the 
drain clogs for another 
day said Miachieo.

said Lam.
The author said he 

wanted to spread the 
message of hope and 
courage through the book 
by encouraging the read-
ers that there is no such 
thing as ‘useless or losers’, 
and also try to impart a 
method of facing failures 

in a constructive manner 
through positive thinking 
and self-reflections. 

 “The book is a philos-
ophy that allows people 
to succeed in any situa-
tion, making its philoso-
phy your own strength; 
you will clearly visualise a 
path to success opening 

before you,” said Lam.
 Meanwhile, NPSC 

member Chonta, laud-
ed Pongom Lam for his 
dedication and further 
encouraged the author 
to continue working hard 
for the betterment of the 
future. Calling Lam as a 
special talent, Chonta 
expressed hope that the 
book will be a source of 
information for every 
young reader and inspire 
others to write. 

Besides, while point-
ing out that Peshing Lam 
is one of the first from 
among the Khiamnuigan 
tribe to release a book, 
Chonta called upon the 
other young educated 
Khaiamniugans to in-
volve in writing ‘because 
writing is learning’. 

agenda were discussed 
as part of reviewing its 
last 65th board meeting 
in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Some of the agenda were; 
Noa – Dihang Project, 
Kulsi MP, construction 
of raised platform, Sim-
sang Dam project, Myn-

tang mini hydel project 
in Meghalaya, feasibility 
studies for channeliza-
tion of river Brahmapu-
tra, etc.

The meeting also 
highlighted the work 
progress of the 65th 
board meeting.  Re-

sponse to the agenda 
and updates about the 
works were made by 
the state representa-
tives and board mem-
bers. With regard to the 
Noa-Dihang project in 
Arunachal Pradesh, the 
government is going 
on with the discussion, 
further details of the 
project will be let known 
soon, stated a mem-
ber representative from 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

The Brahmaputra 
Board is responsible for 
preparation and imple-
mentation of plans re-
lated to flood manage-
ment, erosion control, 
drainage management, 
and water resources de-
velopment. 
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Agartala, June 29 (IANS): Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb on 
Friday said that the police and civil 
administration would take stern ac-
tion against those who take the law 
into their own hands.

His warning came after three 
people including a vagabond woman 
and a vendor from Uttar Pradesh 
were lynched by mobs in different 
incidents in Tripura on Thursday.

Talking to the media here, Deb, 
who also holds the Home portfolio, 
said that police and other security 
forces were fully alert and ready to 
deal with the situation and adequate 
arrangements have been made to 
maintain law and order.

“Nobody would be allowed to 
take law in their hands and strict 
action would be taken against those 
who indulge in violence and attack 
innocent people,” he said before 
leaving for Imphal for a meeting to 
be chaired by Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) President Amit Shah.

Blaming the opposition CPI-M 
(Communist Party of India-Marxist) 
“for creating troubles and disturbing 
peace in Tripura”, Deb said that police 
would not see the political affiliation 
while taking action against the law-
breakers.

A vendor from Uttar Pradesh was 
lynched and four others, including 
a policeman, were seriously injured 

when a group of persons mistook 
them to be child lifters.

The incident took place in the 
tribal-dominated Murabari village 
in western Tripura when three small-
time vendors belonging to Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar went there to sell 
garments.

In another incident, a youth was 
hacked to death and two government 
employees seriously injured when a 
group of persons attacked them at 
Manu Bazar in southern Tripura, 130 
km south of the state capital.

Sukanta Chakraborty, 36, ac-
companied by two government em-
ployees, was attacked when he was 
appealing to the public on behalf 
of the administration not to heed 
rumours.

In the third incident, a vagabond 
woman was hacked to death by a 
group of people at Bishalgarh in west-
ern Tripura, after she was thought to 
be a child trafficker.

The West Tripura district ad-
ministration on Thursday imposed 
prohibitory orders in the tense areas 
under Mohanpur sub-division.

The ban on social media and 
mobile Internet continued for the 
second day on Friday to prevent the 
spread of rumours in the state.

Law and Education Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath said that during the 
past few days, seven incidents of 

mob violence and attacks took place 
in Tripura and police so far arrested 
18 people.

“The CPI-M after losing power in 
the state trying to create violence and 
to put the BJP government in an awk-
ward position and to obtain political 
mileage,” he told the media.

Meanwhile, the CPI-M and Con-
gress separately demanded high level 
probe into the violent incidents took 
place during the past few days.

“Education and Law Minister 
should resign or he should be re-
moved from the cabinet for spreading 
rumors of kidney smuggling after the 
killing of an 11-year-old boy allegedly 
by two minors on Tuesday in Mo-
hanpur areas (western Tripura),” said 
CPI-M central committee member 
Gautam Das.

Tripura Congress Vice-President 
Tapas Dey and General Secretary 
Harekrishna Bhowmik said that the 
party would soon approach acting 
Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi to 
take action against the Deb and Nath 
“for spreading confusing informa-
tion” after the killing of the 11-year-
old boy in Mohanpur. 

The Congress also demanded a 
judicial probe by a sitting High Court 
judge to probe the recent incidents of 
violence and lynching and calling of 
an all party meeting to deal with the 
prevailing situation in the state.

Imphal, June 29 (IANS): 
Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Kiran Rijiju 
arrived here on Friday for a 
two-day visit during which 
he will review the security 
measures in Manipur and 
some other northeastern 
states.

Rijiju is scheduled to 
hold a series of meetings 
with Manipur Chief Min-
ister N. Biren Singh and 
top ranking police, army 
and paramilitary officials 
to review the law and order 
situation. 

Referring to the pend-
ing framework agreement 
with the NSCN(IM), Rijiju 
said all stakeholders will 
be taken into confidence 

before the final agree-
ment. 

He said: “Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh had 
already announced that 
viewpoints of other stake-
holders shall not be ig-
nored. There is nothing to 
worry about.” 

He is accompanied 
by senior officials of the 
Home Ministry. Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Deb 
has also come with him. 

Deb said: “Manipur 
has had a cordial relation 
with Tripura. The BJP ruled 
states in the northeastern 
region should join hands 
for speedy implementa-
tion of developmental 
projects.”

Shillong, June 29 (PTI): 
The editor of an English 
daily today apologised in 
person before the Meg-
halaya assembly Privilege 
Committee for her article 
which targeted the mem-
bers who raised public 
issues in the house.

The privilege motion 
against Patricia Mukhim, 
the editor of ‘Shillong 
Times’ had been lodged by 
former MLA John Leslee K 
Sangma.

Committee chairman 
Saleng A Sangma told 
mediapersons, “We have 
examined the matter and 
went through the article 
(by Patricia Mukhim) and 
we have expressed our dis-
satisfaction.

“Mukhim has apolo-
gized and that is why this 
case has been concluded. 
The committee will sub-
mit its report to the house 
soon,” he said.

The editor had criti-
cised and ridiculed pub-
licly an issue raised by the 
former assembly member 
during the budget session 
last year following which 

the privilege motion was 
lodged with the speaker.

John Leslee K Sangma 
had raised the issue in the 
House that indigenous 
tribal dishes should be 
served at the various state 
houses and Mukhim had 
criticised it.

He found Mukhim’s 
article had breached the 
privilege of the House as 
well as that of the mem-
bers and had lodged a 
complaint with the then 
Speaker A T Mondal, who 
had referred the matter to 
the Privilege Committee.

The Committee has 
said that an Assam-based 
web portal will soon be 
served notice for alleg-
edly publishing a picture 
of committee chairman 
Saleng A Sangma in its 
assault report, which too 
took place last year. 

The report was about 
an MLA who had allegedy 
assaulted a person in 
South Garo Hills last year. 
Instead of the photo of he 
assaulter, the portal had 
carried a photo of Saleng, 
which had angered him.

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
14 Assam Rifles personnel 
were conferred with the 
Governor’s gold and silver 
medals for gallantry and 
distinguished Seva during 

an impressive investiture 
ceremony held at Raj Bha-
van in Shillong on June 29. 
This was stated in an up-
date issued by the Assam 
Rifles issued on June 29.

The Governor’s gold 
and silver medal is said to 
have been instituted in the 
year 1957 and are said to be 
awarded as a recognition 
for acts of gallantry and 
meritorious service by the 
personnel of Assam Rifles 
in the northeastern states. 

Governor of Meghalaya 
Ganga Prasad is said to 
have praised the yeoman 
service and dedication to 
duty exhibited by the As-
sam Rifles over the past 183 
years while operating in the 
rugged and inhospitable 
terrain of the Northeast. 

The governor is also 
said to have interacted with 
the awardees and guests 
during the ceremony.

Itanagar, June 29 (PTI): 
Union Minister Rajen 
Gohain, accompanied by a 
team of Northeast Frontier 
Railways (NFR) officials, 
today reviewed the status 
of ongoing railway projects 
in the state.

A statement issued by 
the chief minister’s office 
said the survey work on 
two new railway lines have 
been completed, while 11 
more are still in queue.

Chief minister Pema 
Khandu, in the statement, 
appreciated NFR for the 
“rapid progress” in the sur-
vey work in the difficult 
terrains of the state.

Three of the 13 lines 
that are being reviewed by 
Gohain, the Union Min-
ister of State for Railways, 
and other officials have 
been identified by the 
National Security Coun-
cil Secretariat for defense 
ministry funding, the CMO 
release said.

“The surveys on Mar-
gherita-Deomali line, 
spanning 31km, and Le-
khapani-Kharsang, cov-
ering 25km railway lines 
have been completed. 
Those currently under 
survey include Bhaluk-
pong-Tawang, Silapathar-
Bame-Aalo, Pasighat-Tezu-
Parashuramkund- Rupai, 
Itakhola-Seijosa and Tinsu-
kia-Pasighat via Simalguri-
Kanubari,” it said.

The NFR has set De-
cember 2019 as the target 
to complete the survey 
work.

“The work on Bhaluk-
pong-Tenga-Tawang rail-
way line would be taken 
up on a priority basis due 
to its strategic importance. 
The new railway line, once 
completed, would shorten 
travel time to Tawang,” the 
statement said.

While the distance by 
road from Bhalukpong 
to Tawang is 285 km, the 
railway line will shorten it 
to 166 km.

Assuring support of his 
ministry, Gohain said once 
the survey is completed 
and all formalities cleared, 
the Tawang line should 
be ready in 6-7 years, the 
statement said.

He requested the state 
government to facilitate 
land for establishment of 
a camp office of NFR in 
Tawang.

The Union minister 
also promised to look into 
the complaints of “poor 
condition” of the coaches 
of the Donyi-Polo Express 
and “rectify its time of de-
parture” from Naharlagun.

Expressing gratitude 
to Gohain and the railway 
ministry, the CM, on his 
part, asserted that the train 
track to Tawang will be a 
matter of pride for the en-
tire country.

Tura (Meghalaya), June 29 (PTI): A 
65-year-old woman has been killed in a 
case of alleged accidental shooting by a 
mentally challenged man at Old Bhait-
bari village in West Garo Hills district, a 
senior police officer said here today.

The victim, Salma Bewa, worked as 
a domestic help in the house of the sus-
pect, he said.

In the FIR, Bewa’s family members 
said the accused, identified as 22-year-
old Habibur Rahman, must have shot 
her by mistake, Superintendent of Police 
MGR Kumar said.

“The man apparently fired the bullet 
around 4pm yesterday using a single bar-
rel shotgun (SBBL) that belonged to his 

father Nurul Islam. Salma was hit in the 
eye and succumbed to her injuries on the 
spot,” he explained.

Rahman along with his family mem-
bers have fled the village following the 
incident, the SP said.

“After a thorough search at the sus-
pect’s home, the police were able to find 
the weapon (SBBL gun) along with a 
spent cartridge inside. A certificate con-
firming the mental illness of the accused 
has also been recovered from a cupboard 
in the house,” he said. All items have been 
taken into custody following legal proce-
dures, the officer stated, adding that the 
police are trying their best to trace Raha-
man and his family members.

Itanagar, June 29 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
government has conceded 
the demands of various 
students’ organizations 
that sought a CBI probe 
into a nine-month-old case 
of a student’s death in Ta-
wang district and handed 
over the case to the central 
agency.

Toko Yame, a Class XII 
student of Government 
Higher Secondary School 
in Tawang, went missing 
under mysterious circum-
stances on September 16 
following a scuffle between 
boys of his school and that 
of Jawahar Navodaya Vi-
dyalaya (JNV).

His bruised and semi-
decomposed body was 
found a week later on Sep-
tember 23 at Biga waterfall, 

near JNV, in the district.
A special investigation 

team, formed to probe 
the case, had arrested 20 
people in connection with 
the case. They were later 
granted bail by the court.

In a statement issued 
yesterday, the home de-
partment said the “seri-
ousness and sensitive-
ness nature” of the matter 
prompted the state govern-
ment to hand over the case 
to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI).

It also said that the state 
government has taken note 
of demands for expediting 
the probe by various stu-
dents’ organizations.

In a letter to the CBI, the 
state home commissioner 
said the decision to trans-
fer the case to the cemtral 

agency was taken on the 
basis of the recommenda-
tions made by Director 
General of Police.

The gist of the case and 
status reports have also 
been duly submitted to the 
CBI, the statement added.

The All East Kameng 
District Students’ Union 
had organised a peace 
march on Monday to seek 
justice for Yame. Several 
organizations, including 
All Arunachal Pradesh Stu-
dents’ Union, North East 
Students’ Organisation and 
All Nyishi Students’ Union, 
joined the rally at Indira 
Gandhi Park here. 

The union members, 
during the rally, had served 
a 15-day ultimatum to the 
government to ensure jus-
tice for the teenager.

Guwahati, June 29 (IANS): A total of 28 
organisations on Friday staged a demon-
stration here, protesting against the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016.

The All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) 
called for a ‘Jan Satyagraha’ on Friday and 
thousands of people representing different 
organisations and individuals took part in 
the programme. The event was intended 
to “send a strong message to the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led governments in Delhi 
and Dispur against the proposed consti-
tutional amendment Bill”. Thousands of 
people took out a huge protest rally from 
Latasil playground to Assam Engineering 
Institute Ground at Chandmari, shouting 
slogans against the Bill.

“The agitation against the Bill will 
continue until the government decides 
to scrap it. The Bill must be scrapped, 
the BJP-led government in Assam must 

ensure sealing of the India-Bangladesh 
border and implementation of the Assam 
Accord,” said AASU adviser Samujjal Bhat-
tacharyya, addressing the rally.

Bhattacharyya said that the govern-
ment must take up the issue of infiltration 
from Bangladesh with the neighbouring 
country, and both must sign a bilateral 
agreement to ensure there is no infiltra-
tion from Bangladesh. AASU General 
Secretary Lurin Jyoti Gogoi also expressed 
his displeasure regarding the Central and 
the state government’s move to pass the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016.

“The state governments in Meghalaya, 
Manipur and Mizoram have unanimously 
decided to oppose the Bill. If those states 
can pass a cabinet resolution to oppose the 
Bill, why the Sarbananda Sonowal (Assam 
Chief Minister) government cannot take 
similar decision,” he said. 

EM Images

N. Biren Singh handing over a memento to Kiran Rijiju in Imphal on 
June 29. 

Mirror Crossword 1864sud0ku 1704
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1863

ACROSS
1. Gather
6. Store
10. Left by a wound
14. View
15. Figure skater ____ Lipinksy
16. Angelic “crown”
17. Beginning
18. Title of nobility
19. German earth goddess
20. City in Manitoba
22. Bandleader Glenn ______
24. Above or beyond
25. Mountain in southern Alaska
26. Muslim ruler
29. Glove
30. Victim
31. Pertaining to nectar
37. Open-mouthed
39. Alias
40. Earth color
41. Distributes again
44. Struck (archaic)
45. Tall woody plant
46. Violent uprising (Swiss 

German)
48. Speechmakers
52. Large edible marine fish
53. Hindu deity
54. Someone who annoys or 

attacks
58. As well as
59. Ringing of a bell
61. Singers Idol, Joel or Ocean
62. Golf ball supports
63. Not short
64. Rent
65. Being or essence
66. American-Chinese food = Chop 

____
67. Model rocket company
 
DOWN
1. Declare or confess
2. Short skirt
3. Association (abbrev.)
4. Dictation machine
5. Cultivated

6. Guide
7. “Den ____” (Dutch) = The 

Hague
8. Boston hockey great Bobby 

___
9. Palm branches
10. Board projecting from a wall
11. Producer/director _____ 

Ponti
12. Tree related to the birch
13. Committee
21. Actor Sean ____
23. Introduction (abbrev.)

25. Indian stringed instrument
26. Stout pole
27. Exhort
28. Go in front
29. Maker of “Little Debbie” 

snacks
32. Underside of projecting 

roofs
33. Periods of rapturous joy
34. Units of electrical resistance
35. Compound found in urine
36. 3rd son of Adam
38. Singer _____ John 

42. Enter forcibly
43. Incentive
47. Incapable
48. Egg-shaped
49. Angers
50. Donkeys
51. Not these
52. Count
54. Strong and healthy
55. Thin strip of wood
56. Consequence
57. Bread grains
60. French for “Water”

solutions to suD0ku 1703

Tripura lynchings: CM warns 
law-breakers of stern action

Rijiju to review security 
measures in Manipur

Editor apologises to 
Meghalaya assembly 
privilege committee

Meghalaya:  Governor’s gold and silver 
medals awarded to 14 AR personnel  

Union minister, NFR officials 
review rly. projects in Arunachal

65-year old woman shot dead in M’laya

Arunachal government hands 
over student’s death case to CBI

Protest in Assam against Citizenship Bill
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Resource persons along with the participant at the two-day district level orientation cum workshop 
programme organized by NSRLM Mokokchung at Tuli and DRDA office Mokokchung on June 25 and 26.

Residents and department personnel engaging in road widening work at Lower Chandmari colony in Kohima. 

Stakeholders attending the sensitisation programme on malaria 
eradication in Mangkolemba on June 28.

Jacob Yanthan, Rev. Moses, Sentsudy Yanthan and others at the 
releasing of the book at Chumpo hall in Dimapur.

NSRLM orients community on livelihood Mangkolemba stakeholders 
sensitised on malaria eradication

‘Genevieve’ in Lotha dialect released

Pughoboto gears 
up for Tuluni festival

Residents of Lower Chandmari 
colony undertake road widening work 

One held with 
contraband drugs

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
The Kohima district mission 
management unit (DMMU) 
under NSRLM has con-
ducted one-day orientation 
programme on livelihood 
for all the staff from the 
district and blocks at the 
district planning develop-
ment board hall on June 
28.     Delivering the keynote 
address, Sihu Bizo, project 
officer cum district pro-
gramme manager, asserted 
that NSRLM has been with 
the rural communities since 
2013 and added that the in-
stitutional buildings in the 
rural areas were commend-
able. He stated that NSRLM 
has been working with the 
self help groups, village level 
organisations and with the 
block level federation in re-
source block and intensive 
blocks in the district. 

With the support struc-
ture in place and scaling 
up of livelihoods activities 
under NSRLM annual ac-
tion plan (AAP) and also 
with the implementation of 
“Mahila Kisan Sashaktika-
ran Pariyojana” (MKSP) as a 
sub-component of NRLM, 
he expressed confidence 
that the household incomes 
would be enhanced and 

The accused with the seized 
drugs.

that there would be women 
empowerment in agricul-
ture by making system-
atic investments to enhance 
their participation and pro-
ductivity. He also encour-
aged all the mission staff at 
the DMMU and BMMUs to 
work with dedication and 
sincerity to achieve the mis-
sion’s objectives

Khesi Yhokha, district 
functional specialist (DFS), 
gave a detailed presentation 
on the livelihood activities 
to be taken up in the finan-
cial year 2018-19 on both 

agriculture and livestock for 
the self help group mem-
bers in the rural develop-
ment blocks under Kohima 
district. He also shared on 
the different training ac-
tivities that the commu-
nity service providers (CSPs) 
would have to undergo this 
year. The CSPs would be 
trained on piggery care and 
management, poultry care 
and management, seed 
selection, seed treatment, 
line sowing of paddy, non 
chemical pest and disease 
management, nutrition gar-

den, organic manure and 
compost making. The CSPs 
would, in turn, go to their 
respective communities 
and train the farmers in the 
villages. 

Madhabananda Ray, 
national resource person 
(NRP) under national mis-
sion management unit, 
gave a short presentation 
on the livelihoods activi-
ties. He stressed upon the 
importance of convergence 
with agriculture and allied 
departments, veterinary 
department and MGNRE-

GA for the success of liveli-
hoods intervention in rural 
areas.  

In a related programme, 
Mokokchung district mis-
sion management unit 
(DMMU) has conducted 
two-day district level orien-
tation cum workshop pro-
gramme in Tuli block and 
DRDA office, Mokokchung, 
under Mokokchung district 
with the participation of 
more than 80 persons from 
the district level, block level, 
CSP, VLO and representa-
tives of ATMA on June 25 
and 26. 

The resource persons 
for the programme were 
Lutfhur, national resource 
person; Takalemba Jamir, 
DFS, Mokokchung; and 
Ms Purlemla Jamir, DFS, 
Mokokchung, from NSRLM. 

The programwas con-
ducted by NSRLM Mokokc-
hung as a part of its annual 
action plan for the financial 
year 2018-2019.  The partici-
pants were oriented on the 
livelihood activity plan for 
the financial year 2018-2019 
on both agriculture and 
livestock and the different 
training activities that the 
CSPs would undergo during 
2018-2019.

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
A one-day sensitisation 
programme of stakehold-
ers on malaria eradication 
and declaration of Mang-
kolemba as model village 
under NVBDCP was held 
on June 28 at Sunday school 
hall, Mangkolemba town, in 
Mokokchung district.

On the occasion, Dr. 
S Marina, DVBO Mokok-
chung, has presented the 
overview of malaria. In the 
past, Mangkolemba block 
was reported with most 
malaria cases, which even-
tually declined and become 
the only block in Nagaland 
with one annual parasite 
incident.

As compared to previ-
ous four years, 73 cases of 
malaria were reported in 
2015, 64 cases in 2016, 39 
cases in 2017, and only one 
case was reported in 2018.

State representative 

from Kohima, Ms Narola, 
IEC consultant, presented 
on the visions, causes, and 
objectives for Mangkolem-
ba. Discussion on how to 
go about and in formation 
of committee was discussed 
with all the stakeholders.

The programme was 
chaired by Imkummongba, 
district consultant, Mokok-
chung, and the programme 
was concluded with the 
vote of thanks delivered by 
Imnawati, assistant malaria 
officer.

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
A legendary book ‘Genev-
ieve,’ translated into Lotha 
Naga dialect by Sentsudy 
Yanthan was released on 
June 22 at the Chumpo hall 
in Dimapur.

The author of the book 
stated that he was motivat-
ed to translate the legendary 
book into Lotha Naga dia-
lect keeping in view people 
who cannot understand 
English might be benefited. 

Genevieve story is a 
typical example of a wide-

spread tale of the chaste 
wife falsely accused of un-
faithfulness and was sen-
tenced to death. However, 
the executioner spared her 
life and was forced to flee in 
jungle. She lived in cave for 
six years with her child in 
the Ardennes nourished by 
roe, the author explained. 

Till today, Yanthan said 
the story of Genevieve 
‘teaches us many important 
aspects of life such as the 
positive impact of parents 
teaching on children, hus-

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
In view of the ensuing Tu-
luni festival celebration and 
upholding the tradition and 
culture of the Sumi Naga, 
SDO (C) Pughoboto, Tiay-
anger Jamir has announced 
to organise mass social work 
in the entire Pughoboto sub-
division on July 6.

In this regards, he has 
directed the chairmen of all 
24 villages to chalk out the 
timing for the commence-
ment of the social work in 
their respective villages as 
per the convenience of the 
villagers. He also informed 
that the respective village 
councils should take the 
responsibility in supervising 
the social work.

In Pughoboto town, 
residents would clean their 
respective surroundings 
from 7 am to 9 am. He has 
directed every household 

in Pughoboto town to send 
one adult member for the 
cleanliness drive of the 
town. GBs of Pughoboto 
town are directed to initiate 
and mobilise the residents 
of their respective colonies/
wards to participate in the 
social work. Clogged drains, 
sweeping of town streets 
and filling of potholes in the 
town area would be carried 
during the social work.

EAC Pughoboto and vice 
chairman of adhoc town 
council would supervise the 
social work in Pughoboto 
town. School authorities 
of GHS Pughoboto, Mis-
sion School Pughoboto and 
New Foundation School are 
directed to clean the weeds 
and repair the fences.

He has further directed 
the adhoc town council to 
arrange pick-up trucks for 
disposal of the wastes.

Kohima, June 29 (EMN): In the backdrop 
of the recent incident in which a fire tender 
vehicle met with an accident and increas-
ing vehicular traffic at Lower Chandmari 
colony in Kohima, the municipal affairs 
department, in collaboration with the Lower 
Chandmari panchayat and youth organisa-
tion undertook initiative to widen the road 
at the tri- junction. 

The road widening exercise was to 
increase visibility for vehicles while mak-
ing turns and reduce the sharp turn which 
might cause serious accidents, a press re-
lease from the colony informed.

The welfare activity initiated by head of 

municipal affairs department, Toshimanen 
Ozukum, and assisted by the colony was 
expected to ease traffic congestions at the 
tri- junction, which is a crowded location for 
school children and office goers, it informed.

The widening of road is also expected to 
make it easier for school and office buses to 
make turns.  

The junction, which serves as the taxi 
stand for the citizens connecting the road 
from Chandmari to Midlane and the na-
tional highway at war cemetery, is one of 
the busiest roads where commuters from 
different colonies use the road for attending 
workplaces, schools and churches.

Dimapur, June 29 (EMN): 
In a major cache of con-
traband drugs, Dimapur 
district excise duty party 
has seized 6012 capsules of 
Spasmo Proxyvon from the 
possession of one person at 
Chumoukedima check gate 
on June 26.

According to the su-
perintendent of excise and 
prohibition, T Arilong Long-
kumer, the accused has 
been identified as Toika 
Awomi (29), son of Pukiya 
Awomi and resident of Ala-
huto Colony in Zunheboto. 
He was travelling on a pas-
senger taxi to Zunheboto 
via Kohima. According to 
preliminary investigation, 
the consignment was to be 
sold in Zunheboto.

The seizure was made 
excise personnel led by 
Mainshila Aier, AIE (I/C).

It further stated that the 
accused has been booked 
under the relevant section 
of the D&C Act 1940 and 
forwarded to the judicial 
custody for necessary trial. 

band and wife relationship 
and the foundation of our 
relationship with God.’ 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rev. Moses remarked 
that translation is a very 
hard task and that he was 
astonished that Yanthan 
could translate an English 
story book into Lotha Naga 
dialect at such young age.

Joint director of agri-
culture department, Jacob 
Yanthan, expressed that he 
was honoured to be invited 
to release the legendary 
book ‘Genevieve’ in Lotha 
Naga translated version. He 
further said that the book 
would be a benefit to those 
who cannot read English 
adding it is a big contribu-
tion to the Naga society.

The event was chaired 
by Zirenthung Yanthan, a 
student activist, while the 
opening prayer was pro-
nounced by pastor Nongot-
hung Ezung.
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PATH
One of my favorite pieces of art hangs in the Keble College chapel in Oxford, England. The painting, 

The Light of the World by English artist William Holman Hunt, shows Jesus holding a lantern in 
His hand and knocking on a door to a home.

One of the intriguing aspects of the painting is that the door doesn’t have a handle. When questioned 
about the lack of a way to open the door, Hunt explained that he wanted to represent the imagery of 
Revelation 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in.”

The apostle John’s words and the painting illustrate the kindness of Jesus. He gently knocks on the 
door of our souls with His offer of peace. Jesus stands and patiently waits for us to respond. He does 
not open the door Himself and force His way into our lives. He does not impose His will on ours. Instead, 
He offers to all people the gift of salvation and light to guide us.

To anyone who opens the door, He promises to enter. There are no other requirements or prereq-
uisites. 

If you hear the voice of Jesus and His gentle knock on the door of your soul, be encouraged that He 
patiently waits for you and will enter if you welcome Him in.
Lord, thank You for the gift of salvation and Your promise to enter when we open the door. Please 

help me to respond to this gift and open the door for You today.

Light of the World
BIBLE READ:   REVELATION 3:14–22 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in. 
~   Revelation 3:20

How to Make 
Your Children 
Follow in Your 

Footsteps 

M
emo To Self: Must write to 
the International Olympic 
Committee to introduce 
a "rolling eye" competi-

tion, so my kids can win gold, silver and 
bronze.

They have to do something worth-
while with their lives, since none of 
them want to be writers like their dad.

"We want proper job," said one.
"With money," said another.
One of them fancied being a rich 

businessperson like Rupert Murdoch or 
Donald Trump until I told him that you 
had to have your heart removed and 
learn to drink blood.

My mind was on the topic of job in-
heritance after I received a letter from a 
reader about a real-life saga in India.

In 1925, a man named Chaturvedi 
became an accountant. Today, five gen-
erations of Chaturvedi family members 
are accountants, and there are about 
500 accountants in their caste where 
they live, Mathura in north India. Im-
agine a whole region of people in dark 
suits holding calculators and auditing 
each other.

Terrifying.
The reader did not want her name 

printed in case her children think she 
is pushing them to follow her footsteps 
(she is an accountant), but asked: "Do 
children usually do what their parents 
did?"

A colleague and I embarked on a 
comprehensive research project (typed 
the question into Google). Up popped 
studies which said three factors deter-
mine whether your kids follow your 
profession or not.

* The Dining Table Chatter Effect. As 
parents chat to each other about their 
working lives, children become in-
trigued and inspired by the phrases 
they overhear. ("I hate my life"; "Kill me 
now", etc.)

* The Arcane Skills Effect. The higher 
the number of mysterious specialist 
skills a profession has, the more likely 
it is that children will do the same job. 
("Big day at the office tomorrow, remind 
me to take my Ancient Book of Spells".)

* The Infectious Jobs Effect. Boys with 
soldier dads very often become soldiers 
and girls with teacher mums very often 
become teachers. Three other inter-
generational jobs are business manage-
ment, construction and entertainment.

"One of the strange things is that the 
job of ‘king' is inherited in many socie-
ties, including ones with no monarch," 
my colleague said. "The president's 
family members become the next lead-
er."

And if you really want your children 
to follow your footsteps?

Make your title sound grander. If 
you are a Road Sweeper, call yourself a 
Highway Environmental Hygienist.

The hot trend is to add the word 
"architect" to any activity. So a baker 
becomes a Cake Architect, a barber is a 
Hair Architect, a bank robber is a Finan-
cial Extraction Architect, a person who 
trains architects is an Architect Archi-
tect, etc.

Most importantly, experts say you 
should be sure to talk about your pro-
fession over the dinner table in ways 
that sound enigmatic, esoteric and 
intriguing. "I'm seeing a new client to-
morrow: Remind me to bring my amu-
let, pentagram and magical Lamp of 
Thoth."

But here's a warning. Kids these 
days are pretty smart, and some won't 
be fooled. They will just sneer and roll 
their eyes.

If they want lessons, my children 
can supply them at attractive prices.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

Open the door to Jesus; He is patiently waiting for you.

Showers of Blessings In Quest For Food Security

Sikkim the Organic Farming State

B
lessed is the man that trust 
in the Lord. That is what 
the Word states. Our trust 
in God is justified when 

we believe in the Word. This may 
sound contradictory to the un-
believing fools but these are the 
words of wisdom for those who 
believes. The scriptural passage “In 
the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God and the 
Word was God.John1:1, speaks a 
lot about the trinity. Many preach-
ers speaks a lot about the spirit but 
only a few are led by it. Trust is all 
about having faith in something 
and faith is all about believing in 
the unseen. Fortunate are the ones 
who are blessed for the kingdom 
of God belongs to them. Grace is 
a blessing and blessing is a gift but 
the manifestation of it is deter-
mined by the heart we have for it. 
We receive not because we ask not. 
The Word very clearly states if you 
seek you shall find, if you knock the 
door will be opened to you and if 
you ask it shall be given to you. The 
Word never lies and the truth will 
always prevail. If you believe in the 
truth. I guarantee that the blessing 
will be yours.

Some years back our fam-
ily was suffering from so many fi-

nancial constrains. In the midst 
of these sufferings my dad played 
the good Samaritan and offered 
some amount of money to a poor 
patient. A week later we received 
a cheque of rupees ten thousand 
from a person who was almost a 
stranger to us. The blessing came in 
the form of a lesson for us too. The 
good we did to people was repaid 
with ten times more the amount. 
In our normal self helping people 
when we are in trouble will be the 
least thing we will be doing. Our 
faith is justified when we help peo-
ple with the grace bestowed upon 
us. The more compassionate you 
are the more the blessings will flow 
into you. Grace is a blessing that is 
to be used well. You can never take 
possession of the gift unless you lay 
hold to it. In other words the bless-
ings can never be yours unless you 
seek it. Abraham was accredited for 
righteousness because of his faith 
in the Lord. It was not because of 
his works but because of his belief 
in the Lord.

 I once received a text from a 
close friend which read “ God’s 
blessings may come as a surprise 
and how much you receive de-
pends on how much your heart can 
believe.” The very words strucked 
me to the core. The way she wrote 
it was as beautiful as the word it-

self. Sometimes blessings elude 
us because of our failure to live by 
the truth. The wisdom of the Word 
can be expressed in a number of 
ways. Merits is not counted by the 
number of works done but by the 
fruit it bears. As believers we have 
to believe all that is said in the word. 
If we don’t do what we believe the 
promise that is given unto us will 
never be ours. You don’t really have 
to seek blessings  by starving your-
self. But you can receive it through 
the life of faith you live.

If you truly want to be blessed 
you have to believe that you are 
the blessed child of God. And if you 
truly live for God your life will be 
an inspiration to many. A true heir 
of God will walk in the ways of the 
Lord. And a true servant of God will 
live a dedicated life. The blessings 
are many and how much you re-
ceive depends on how much your 
heart can believe. Pray for the ind-
wellence of the fruit of the spirit in 
you. And you shall feel and witness 
showers of blessings raining down 
on you. Live for the Lord and live 
by the spirit. This is a degree which 
comes from the Lord and we are 
expected to live by it. Live by it and 
live in the spirit. It is the best way 
to be blessed and it is also the only 
way to be saved. Believe in it and 
the blessing will be yours. 

E
arth scientists are of the 
opinion that our moth-
er Earth can carry and 
sustain 2-3 billion peo-

ple at a good standard of living 
over a long term. This is only the 
population of China and India 
combined as the world popula-
tion at present is 7.6 billion.

In such a placed situation, 
we cannot expect any produce, 
be it agricultural or industrial to 
be pure and fresh unless it is our 
own field grown or produce. So 
we are not only confronted with 
food insecurity but also with 
food adulteration and safety. 
Everything from rice to apple 
to banana to fish and meat is in 
one way or the other inorgani-
cally treated and adulterated.

Today we are awaken to this 
fact through the detection of 
formalin in fish. But tomorrow 
we are likely to forget and forgo 
it and start eating as production 
is not in our hands.

Therefore, our immediate 
concern is food adaptation with 
what is locally available with us. 
During drought and famines 
our ancestors they say survived 
on wild tubers, fruits and leaves. 
Having said this I want to press 
home one food security meas-

ure that will be locale and long 
term.

Doyang Hydro Electric 
Project reservoir,Wokha is a 
vast and deep expanse of about 
20-25 kms and is at a conflu-
ence of two big rivers- Doyang 
and Chubi which are both very 
good fish breeding grounds and 
home to the threatened Masher 
species. 

I am of the strong opinion 
that this sea like water surface 
can be used to augment our 
need for fish with the inputs 
from fishery experts, which oth-
erwise is being kept untapped.

Daily fish catch at the reser-
voir has drastically gone down to 
200-300 kgs whereas some years 
back a single fish monger could 
collect 3000 kgs in a day. And so 
with technology intervention 
in breeding and harvesting this 
reservoir will tide over to some 
extend our demand for fish.

There are some acute local 
problems that need to be ad-
dressed like use of dynamite, 
welfare measures, marketing 
etc . But this locality is also 
the home of the famed Amur 
Falcon preservation and pro-
tection campaign and with in-
tervention by the government, 
these local problems will also 
be solved. 

A 
small tiny mountainous landlocked 
state in the Himalayas is now a cent 
per cent organic state, the first ever 
to be achieved by any state in India. 

Almost 15 years ago, way back in 2003 ,the 
Pawan Chamling-led government decided 
to make Sikkim an organic farming state 
through a declaration in the legislative as-
sembly. Though being a landlocked state 
without any railway or air connectivity, 
Sikkim managed to achieve its mission it 
undertook overcoming all obstacles by the 
sheer grit of determination of the govern-
ment, the people’s participation and their 
desire to live healthily. After the journey 
embarked, it was not without obstacles and 
unique challenges; but today Sikkim has set 
an example not only to the nation but to 
the whole world. Why today organic food 
matters is because all our foods and almost 
every eatable item are now mixed with va-
rieties of chemicals, or say harmful poisons 
causing diseases ranging from indigestion 
to food poisoning to even cancers. . It is a 
good step that our Nagaland state govern-
ment too has taken a plunge into this organ-
ic mission which ensures us a vision of light 
at the end of our gloomy long tunnel of toxic 
foods flooding all over our markets. The re-
cent unearthing of formalin laced fishes in 
our state is just a tip of the iceberg.

The adverse effects of chemical fertiliz-
ers to soil, health and well-being of the peo-
ple and environment had forced the state 
government to launch an organic move-
ment in Sikkim. The state government’s 
initiatives had a ripple effect across India 
leading to organic farming gaining currency 
in other states. By engaging in organic farm-
ing as a ‘life saving’ profession, the state of 
Sikkim has sounded a clarion call so that a 
message goes across the world that organic 
way of life can undo damage done by con-
sumption of chemical-laced food. They 
have everything possible to sustain their or-
ganic revolution and pass on the initiatives 
to next generation of farming community. 
And this has earned the state applause from 
every corner. Over the years around 75000 
hectares of land in Sikkim has been convert-
ed into certified organic farms following the 
guidelines as prescribed by National Pro-
gramme for Organic Production. However it 
had its share of struggle. Though Sikkimese 
farmers never depended on chemicals 
heavily but there was the use of synthetic 
fertilizers. It was when the state banned its 
use that the farmers were compelled to go 
the organic way. After experiencing severe 
health and environmental problems due to 
the high usage of chemically intensive and 
conventional farming methods, the state 
gradually banned all chemical pesticides 
and synthetic fertilizers. The state made 
sure that laws were enforced strongly with 
fines and even jail terms for those breaking 
them. A seven year long plan was adopted 
to ban the use of chemical fertilizers. Since 

organic cultivation does not allow the use 
of chemical fertilizers, they were soon re-
placed by organic plant nutrients gradually. 
One remarkable aspect of the Sikkim gov-
ernment was in making its intent clear and 
taking the people on board. It even spread 
its campaign by why, how and what should 
be the steps to accomplish the mission. This 
subject was added even in the school cur-
riculum. Training by organic experts on a 
war footing was initiated with building of 
proper infrastructures and mobilizing re-
sources on a full scale. The state has banned 
even the use of plastic bags (one of the most 
toxic soil polluter) whereas our state is yet 
to see this in reality as most of the bans 
whatever the government imposes seem 
to be only in the papers but never in real-
ity. And as the saying goes, luck favors those 
who struggle, this mission has improved the 
quality of the soil which further improves 
the standards of the crops produced there. 
Out of 1.24 million tonnes of organic pro-
duction in the country around 80000 mil-
lion is supplied by this tiny state of Sikkim 
alone. This is indeed a big achievement. 
Other states like Kerala, Mizoram and Aru-
nachal are on their way too to become an 
organic state emulating the Sikkim way. In 
a country like ours where banned pesticides 
in 67 countries are still in use any increase 
in organic farming will make a difference 
in aspects of health, longevity and the envi-
ronment. Why organic farming is becoming 
very important is because everyone wants 
to live healthy and longer.

Now people all over the country and 
world seems to be asking ‘Will organic farm-
ing be possible and succeed in other coun-
tries too? When the demand becomes more, 
the supply too will become more and hence 
prices will go down so the worry of high cost 
of organic foods should be left to rest.

The state government should introduce 
healthy and stable market system for the 
local farmers where their toil and sweat 
should not be allowed to go in vain unlike 
in the past where farmers cultivating gin-
ger, cabbages etc. incurred heavy losses and 
all their products wasted without any pro-
spective buyers. Sikkim government has set 
up organic retail stores in New Delhi and 
selling Sikkim’s organic products and due 
to the surge in demand for the Sikkim’s or-
ganic products farmers are now earning 
more than 20 percent than before. More 
stalls are also planned in other major cities 
by the government. An argument that or-
ganic products cost more has been replied 
by a market specialist saying when a whole 
state becomes hundred percent organic the 
cost, time and energy that are put into seg-
regating, packaging, labeling and differen-
tial pricing are saved and therefore the price 
of everything organic falls.Thus everyone 
profits, both financially as well as health 
wise .Domestic revenue and health of the 
community thus takes a front seat.

Organic agriculture is important for our 
health and the future of our world for many 

reasons. It is needed to sustainably feed the 
world. It carries far fewer toxic pesticide 
residues and is grown using no GMOs. It 
doesn’t poison farmworkers or the micro-
organisms living in the soil that produce 
healthy, drought-resistant crops.Organic 
farming is also better suited to climate 
change, protects biodiversity, enhances soil 
fertility, and, to top it off, organic foods are 
more nutritious and taste better.

But again the question such as without 
pesticides and other tools known for pro-
ducing high-yield agriculture, would or-
ganic food really be able to produce enough 
food to feed people? Many studies from 
around the world show that organic farms 
can produce about as much if not more 
food than conventional farms. It may take 
several seasons for farmers to learn the new 
ways and see success but as the soil and bio-
diversity recovers, the yields go up.Another 
question that props up is, could the best 
way to preserve our water supplies, be with 
organic farming? Organic soil is better able 
to hold onto water because it uses organic 
material. Therefore, plants have more ac-
cess to water, and they produce more food.

 Over the past years, we have held Year 
of Farmers, Year of Entrepreneurs, Year of 
Plantation which could not yield the desired 
result as much expected that could not only 
be attributed to the government alone for 
the failure but to the people as well. But we 
hope the kick-off to an organic state mate-
rializes because it deals and matters to our 
very own food that we eat in our plate every 
day. Nobody want to eat poison, do we? A 
concrete step with a vision only will ensure 
a holistic and sustainable economy. Instead 
of depending on the outside market forces, 
we Nagas can become a self - dependent 
economy and also solve our unemploy-
ment problem to a large extend.

We have to convince our educated 
youths to engage deeply in organic farming, 
which is a life saving profession, and every 
youth in the world must be made aware 
of its importance for the future world. We 
must also take into confidence leaders from 
across different  organizations to join us in 
this noble mission.

 The govt. should also set up organic 
wholesale market to lift up the small farm-
ers and set up retail stores in all the districts 
and also outside the states. Will our small 
state ever become self-sufficient in agri-
culture during challenging times of natural 
calamities like floods, riots etc. that takes 
place outside the state? Our small state is 
flooded with myriad of countless NGOs 
and SHGs, welfare societies, unions, asso-
ciation, clubs etc. and sometimes it makes 
one wonder what we are really doing? The 
dream of white-collared jobs has killed the 
spirits of venturing out in the business sec-
tor. The deficit of capital among the major-
ity of the populace has also discouraged 
one too many young bloods. Adding salt to 
the wound, the syndicate system of some 
NPGs in nexus with unscrupulous traders 

has killed the spirit of entrepreneurship 
amongst the many enterprising youths. 
The dream of government jobs and looking 
for easy money has fully made the younger 
generation become dependent and it bur-
dens us only. It is time for the church, NGOs 
and the people to take war-footing strides 
and make this dream into a reality.

Whether we are a farmer or a consumer, 
if we want a world with less toxic food and 
a world safer for our health, environment 
and our changing climate, we all have a role 
to play and choose to support organic cul-
tivation and promote it. Increasing organic 
agriculture won’t be an easy task when eve-
rybody today is looking for quick returns 
and more profits. It is an indeed unique 
challenge but it is worth it. Prime Minister 
Narendara Modi said ‘Sikkim the small tiny 
state has achieved today and shown the 
world because of its tremendous hardwork 
and belief in an idea.’ They have committed 
fully to their belief and vision, can we? It’s 
about time we become and turn a producer 
society from a sort of parasitic or a consum-
erist society.

When thinking about the success of Sik-
kim, we might also want to consider the 
advantages this state had to begin with. The 
state is small and culturally homogeneous 
which is very much like our state of Naga-
land. And many of the farmers already had 
knowledge of traditional, organic ways of 
farming which many of our Naga people in 
our state’s rural areas still do. But Sikkim still 
had to overcome considerable challenges 
and there are lessons to be learned from 
their journey. Every area and people will 
have it’s own unique challenges and advan-
tages. Perhaps the most important aspect 
of the Sikkim example is that it will inspire 
other areas to go organic, or at least, to try 
out more organic farming methods and use 
fewer toxic chemicals. This will go a long 
way in improving our food production and 
the health of our world.

Endnote: Last year, when there was a 
continuous bandh for weeks during the 
ULB crisis, many people were worrying 
over the scarcity of ration and essentials. A 
friend of mine, who have sufficient plot of 
land use to grow vegetables and some fruits, 
was undeterred as he had enough spacious 
gardens to feed him and his family.  He need 
not worry about rushing to the market dur-
ing the relaxation periods of the bandh but 
could also generously share with his neigh-
bours. If similar crisis happens in future how 
many of us will be self-sufficient to sustain 
ourselves and feed ourselves?  The tiny land-
locked state of Sikkim became self-sufficient 
without depending on the outside forces 
was proved during the recent Gorkhaland 
agitation for a separate statehood. The arte-
rial National Highway 10 connecting Siliguri 
to Gangtok was blocked, cutting supplies to 
the landlocked state but then Sikkim could 
manage its own vegetable production from 
her own bountiful organic farms. We sure do 
have a lesson to learn from it.
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A
midst teething troubles and 
glitches in the implementation 
framework, the landmark reform 
of Goods & Services Tax (GST), 

ushering in a unified tax regime, has 
helped in speeding up real estate recovery 
and easing business transactions but has 
not lived up to its promise of providing 
significant price relief to consumers, even 
one year after its implementation.

Home buyers who had pinned high 
hopes on GST for reduction in property 
prices are disappointed as the overall cost 
of a property purchase has not come down 
-- rather, in some cases, it has gone up.

The GST, which was introduced on 
July 1, 2017, has done away with multiple 
taxation of VAT, service tax, central excise 
duty, octroi, etc. In the pre-GST regime, the 
average tax burden on home buyers was 
about six per cent, though in some states, 
due to higher taxation, it was in double 
digits. However, in the GST regime, there is 
a single tax levy of 12 percent on the sale of 
under-construction residential property.

Though real estate developers are enti-
tled to Input Tax Credit (ITC), against the 
purchase of construction material, yet its 

impact is said to be marginal in terms of 
tax relief.

Even in the affordable housing seg-
ment under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana (PMAY), where the effective tax under 
GST works out to be eight per cent, after 
taking into account one-third abatement 
towards cost of land, 
there is no signifi-
cant cost benefit.

For states where 
the net taxation in 
the pre-GST regime 
was on the higher side, there is no addi-
tional tax liability on home buyers, even if 
there is no cost benefit.

The real problem is that the benefit 
of ITC is not accruing to home buyers in 
terms of cost reduction as it is not effec-
tively passed on to buyers due to its com-
plex nature and lack of clarity.

There is still no clarity on abatement 
available for land cost for calculating serv-
ice tax on under-construction projects, 
thereby having major implications on the 
final price.

According to Anuj Puri, Chairman, 
Anarock Property Consultants, the ITC 
confusion goes beyond percentage of re-
bate to mode and tranche of rebate due to 

the complexity of calculating it.
Ramesh Nair, CEO & Country Head, JLL 

India, further elaborates on the complex-
ity of ITC: “There are different tax com-
putation methods for different projects/
phases of the same project. Further, there 
is ineligibility of refund to developers un-

der the inverted duty structure, consider-
ing inputs are procured at a higher rate of 
tax whereas output is charged at a lower 
tax rate.”

Thus, builders are seeking to simplify 
the tedious process for filing returns and 
are asking for a more structured mecha-
nism for legal protection against defaults.

Real estate developers engaged in af-
fordable housing are also not too happy 
with the benefit of price reduction through 
GST. Affordable housing crusaders like 
Pradeep Aggarwal of Signature Global call 
for either abolishing or at least significant-
ly reducing the tax rate to push affordable 
housing and realise the “Housing for All” 
mission.

Luxury housing developers also com-
plain that as the land cost component is 
quite high in this segment, there is no sig-
nificant corresponding benefit.

There is a case for subsuming stamp 
duty on property transactions in GST to 
make it much more effective in terms 

of price benefit. 
However, property 
buyers are reap-
ing rich benefit of 
investing in ready 
residential prop-

erties as there is zero GST and no develop-
ment risk.

There is yet another glaring aspect of 
GST: That it is restricted to under-con-
struction residential projects and is not 
applicable to ready-to-move properties or 
to the secondary market. This, according 
to Honey Katyal, CEO, Investors Clinic (a 
leading real estate marketing company), 
may discourage buyers to book under-
construction properties despite the fact 
that buying a ready property is always ex-
pensive and the relative impact of GST is 
almost nullified in that case.

Notwithstanding these teething prob-
lems, the positive impact of GST on the 
real estate sector as a whole cannot be 

overlooked. GST has made the realty sec-
tor more streamlined and transparent, 
with tax predictability, thereby boosting 
investors’ sentiments, leading to a spurt 
in foreign investments. And there is the 
emerging asset class within real estate – 
warehousing, which has got a major push 
with GST.

A recent World Wealth Report by 
Capgemini reveals that key reforms like 
GST and RERA have proved to be a major 
driver for reviving real estate. After a gap of 
about eight years, the equity capital mar-
ket is witnessing a return of realty IPOs. 
And, as the government sets out to refine 
the architecture and compliance process 
of GST to make it more robust, a HSBC 
report says that, in the coming years, GST 
will lead to greater formalisation.

The government’s attempts to finetune 
GST, particularly its new proposal to re-
duce GST on construction material from 
28 percent to 18 percent, will have a major 
positive impact on property costs, thereby 
realising the long-term goal of making 
housing affordable.

(Vinod Behl is Founder & Editor, Ground 
Real(i)ty Media, a real estate content 
consultancy. He can be contacted at 

vbehl2008@gmail.com)

S
cientists have 
developed a drug 
that could partially 
restore hearing in 

patients with an inherited 
form of progressive 
deafness.

“We were able to 
partially restore hear-
ing, especially at lower 
frequencies, and save 
some sensory hair cells,” 
said Thomas B. Fried-
man from the National 
Institute on Deafness and 
Other Communication 
Disorders (NIDCD), Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
in the US.

A decade ago, the re-
searchers found that the 
deafness-causing muta-
tion LMG2 was in a region 
on chromosome four 
called DFNA27, which 
includes a dozen or so 
genes, but they were not 
able to find the exact loca-
tion.

In the study, pub-

lished in the journal Cell, 
a team from the Univer-
sity of Iowa in the US, 
found a gene known as 
RE1 Silencing Transcrip-
tion Factor or Rest gene 
-- a gene in mice that is 
regulated through sen-
sory cells of the inner ear 
which is critical for hear-
ing in mice. 

As the human coun-
terpart of the mouse Rest 
gene is located in the 
DFNA27 region, the re-
searchers teamed up to 
re-examine the mystery 
of DFNA27 progressive 
deafness. 

When the team delet-
ed exon 4 of Rest in mice, 
inner ear hair cells died, 
and mice became deaf. 
Many genes that should 
have been active were 
shut off in hair cells prior 
to their death. 

“We found that in-
corporating exon 4 into 
the REST mRNA acts like 

a switch in sensory hair 
cells. It turns off REST and 
allows many genes to be 
turned on. Some of these 
turned-on genes are im-
portant for hair cell sur-
vival and hearing,” said 
Botond Banfi from the 
varsity.

“If additional stud-
ies show that small-
molecule-based drugs 
are effective in treating 
DFNA27 deafness in peo-
ple, it is possible that us-
ing similar approaches 
might work for other in-
herited forms of progres-
sive hearing loss,” Fried-
man added.

“By following these ge-
netic leads, we find novel 
and unexpected path-
ways that can, in cases 
such as this one, uncover 
unexpected potential 
treatment strategies in 
humans,” the researchers 
noted. 

Source: IANS

T
here is no fixed limit to the hu-
man lifespan, says scientists 
who found that the chances to 
be a supercentenarian — to live 

upto and above the age of 110 — are 
high for people who survive the peril-
ous 90s, and make it to 105.

The findings showed that the chanc-
es of survival for the longevity warri-
ors plateaued once they made it past 
105, challenging previous research that 
claims the human lifespan has a final 
cut-off point. 

People between the ages of 105 and 
109, known as semi-supercentenarians, 
had a 50/50 chance of dying within the 
year and an expected further life span of 
1.5 years. 

That life expectancy rate was pro-
jected to be the same for 110-year-olds, 
or supercentenarians, hence the pla-
teau.

“Our data tell us that there is no 
fixed limit to the human lifespan yet in 
sight,” said Kenneth Wachter, Professor 
at the University of California, Berkeley.

“Not only do we see mortality rates 

that stop getting worse with age, we see 
them getting slightly better over time,” 
he added.

To date, the oldest human on record, 
Jeanne Calment of France, died in 1997 
at age 122 years and 164 days.

According to researchers, those who 
survive do so because of demographic 
selection and/or natural selection. 

Frail people tend to die earlier while 
robust people, or those who are geneti-
cally blessed, can live to extreme ages, 
they noted.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Science, the team tracked the death 
rate of 3,836 Italians — who were aged 
105 and older between 2009 and 2015.

The result showed that Italian wom-
en born in 1904 who reached age 90 had 
a 15 per cent chance of dying within the 
next year, and six years, on average, to 
live. 

If they made it to 95, their odds of 
dying within a year increased to 24 per-
cent and their life expectancy from that 
point on dropped to 3.7 years.

Source: IANS

Some Gain, Some Pain for Realty Under New Taxation Regime

Chinmaya Dehury  | IANS

H
e could not become a doctor 
himself, but is now pulling out 
all stops to ensure that others 
fare better. This year, 18 stu-

dents from Odisha made it to medical 
school thanks to the initiative of Ajay Ba-
hadur Singh, who once sold tea for a living 
but now imparts free medical education to 
20 underpriveleged students at a time.

His inspiration? Anand Kumar’s famed 
Super 30 in Patna, which mentors students 
from underprivileged sections of the soci-
ety for entrance into the prestigious Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs).

Recalling the eight-year journey of his 
Jindagi (Life) campaign, Singh told IANS: 
“I started the initiative in 2010. Initially, 
two-three students came for coaching and 
students started qualifying for medical 
college in 2012. This year, 18 students have 
been selected in the medical entrance ex-
amination.”

Every year, Jindagi provides boarding, 
lodging and coaching to 20 students free 
of cost.

Singh said he started the initiative as he 
could not become a doctor due to poverty.

“My father was an engineer and he 
aspired to make me a doctor. But as luck 
would have it, he had a kidney problem 
and we have to sell our properties for a kid-
ney transplant. I had to sell tea and other 

stuff for my family’s sustenance. So, I could 
not become a doctor,” said Singh, who be-
longs to Deoghar in Jharkhand but settled 
in Bhubaneswar in 2005.

The Jindagi initiative is now being 
viewed as a novel initiative not only in 
Bhubaneswar but in the whole Odisha.

“The experience has been wonderful 
so far. Anand Kumar’s Super 30 initiative 
has been an inspiration for many across 
the world and I also tried to make a begin-
ning. It is really an amazing experience to 
help poor students from underprivileged 
sections of the society come up the ladder 
and join the mainstream. The joy is bigger 
than what wealth can give. I and my team 
are fully devoted to this cause and the suc-
cesses have only motivated us to work 
harder,” Singh added.

Students who joined Jindagi to reach a 
medical college have inspirational stories 
of how they overcame life’s trials and tribu-
lations to reach this far with a little bit of 
help and guidance.

Till a couple of years ago, Twinkle Sahu 
sold flowers outside Jagannath temple to 
help her father, Madan Mohan Sahu, who 
sold eggs. But the meagre income made it 
tough.

Twinkle, however, had a strong desire to 
be a doctor, though she knew it was tough.

One day, Singh saw the girl selling flow-
ers outside the temple and that stuck in his 
mind. The girl had flowers in one hand and 

a book in the other. When Singh enquired 
about this, Twinkle’s dreams rolled out in 
the form of tears.

“I faced innumerable difficulties in life. 
We are poverty stricken. But my desire and 
the help of Jindagi has helped me to qual-
ify in the medical entrance test,” Twinkle 
told IANS.

Santosh Nahak, too, has a similar story. 
His father, Nitai Nahak, is a farm labourer. 
Steeped in poverty, the family barely sur-
vived.

“About the time I passed Plus Two 
(Class 12), my father became paralysed, af-
fecting the family livelihood. At that time, I 
thought of becoming a doctor to treat such 
patients. But my studies were affected. 
However, I did not give up and hope to be 
a doctor with Jindagi’s help,” Nahak told 
IANS.

How does the initiative work on the 
ground?
Even though Singh has completed his grad-
uation he does not impart the coaching, 
which is done by a team of 15-20 teachers.

The funds for Jindagi come from the +2 
Adyanta Science College affiliated to the 
Odisha government, that the group runs. 
They collect fees from about 600 students 
studying in the college and use a part of 
this to run Jindagi.

(Chinmaya Dehury can be contacted 
at chinmaya.d@ians.in)

Inspired by Super 30, ‘Jindagi’ Realising Dreams of Medical Aspirants in Odisha

This Drug Therapy Offers Hope for 
Patients With Hearing Loss

Human Lifespan Has No 
Fixed Limit, Say Scientists

Worsening Vision May Lead to Cognitive Changes in Older Adults — Study

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re going to get 
it all today, Aries. You may not be feeling es-
pecially powerful, and in fact, some around 
you may be trying to make you feel incom-

petent. Realize that this is a passing trend and you’ll 
soon bounce back to your true self. Open your aperture 
up a little more than usual and let more light into your 
life. You can shoot some of the best shots today!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today is a day 
to shine, Taurus, so make sure you’re giving 
it your all. Get the credit you deserve for all 
you do. Try not to fall into self-pity. Be your-

self and people will naturally follow your lead. Now is 
an excellent time to make some plans for the future. 
Stay grounded and on target with your goals. Make 
sure you aren’t thrown off course by other people’s 
whims.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is a day of 
contrasts for you, Gemini. Eat chocolate in 
the morning and go jogging in the afternoon. 
Sleep in late and go to bed early. It’s also a 

day of grounding. If you can, spend time at home and 
make more phone calls than usual. Clean your desk 
and organize a bookshelf. Why not clean the refrigera-
tor while you’re at it? Take care of your pets, too.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The day doesn’t 
begin until you clear your head and take 
stock of some pending personal issues, Can-
cer. You might be making mountains out of 

molehills. Realize that there is a path for everybody. Put 
your aggression away today. It’s powerful, but it won’t 
do any good. Keep your power under wraps. Concen-
trate on the mundane tasks that need to be done. Why 
not make a list?

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today might be a 
somewhat difficult day for you, Leo. Instinc-
tively, you’ll want to escape the situation and 
explore your freedom, but something will be 

holding you back. Take care of the bills on your desk and 
deal with the mess in the bedroom. Clearing the physi-
cal space around you will help clear your mental space, 
too. You’ll be footloose and fancy free soon enough.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The world is wide 
open to you today, Virgo. Take advantage of all 
the great things on offer. You may not realize 
it, but you have a loyal fan club building in the 

wings. The things you say and do affect others. This is a 
fantastic day to take charge and lead others who seem 
to be floundering. Your grounded mind and solid per-
spective are incredible assets in any situation.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Speak your mind 
today, Libra, but don’t take offense if it seems 
like no one is listening. Don’t push your view-
point. Concentrate on your goals and aspira-

tions, and feel free to push them to the limit. You might 
have been doing a lot of talking lately. Getting those ideas 
out there is a great thing. Now is the time when you need 
to lay some solid groundwork for those ideas to manifest.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Get your head 
out of the clouds today, Scorpio, and come 
back to Earth for just a little bit. There are 
some things you need to take care of here. 

Mundane tasks and routine jobs won’t be painful after 
you set your mind to getting them done. You’ll be able 
to accomplish quite a bit. Just make sure to keep a level 
head about the reality of the situation.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Bring 
things down to Earth today, Sagittarius. Get 
grounded and enjoy the day. You’ll find that 
the more you slow down and adopt a car-

ing, sensitive, receptive attitude, the more things will 
naturally flow your way. This isn’t a day to fight. It’s a 
day to connect with others on a symbiotic level. Nur-
ture yourself and others. Get a massage and snuggle up 
close to those you love.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today is a fan-
tastic day for you, Capricorn, so enjoy yourself 
fully. Your emotions will be stable and you’ll 
find that you have a very expansive sense of 

well-being. Your self-confidence is strong and you should 
use this to your advantage. This energy may be subtle, but if 
you tune into it early in the day and set a plan for what you 
want to accomplish, you’ll find you can be quite productive.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today is a good 
day for you to simply get things done. Take 
care of those annoying tasks that have been 
building up for a while. You have a great op-

portunity to accomplish quite a bit. People are less con-
cerned with frivolous drivel and gossip than they are with 
setting a plan for meeting an important goal. Contribute 
to this trend by getting serious about the tasks at hand.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your emotions 
may seem a bit muddy today and you might 
not understand the reason why, Pisces. Share 
your thoughts with others and you should 

find that talking it out will help you sort through the 
maelstrom of feelings. If you need to, shift things down 
to second gear for a little more power. Take your time. 
Don’t let others rush you into believing something that 
you know isn’t true.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

GST completes one year on June 30th

Worsening vision 
in older adults 
may be adversely 

associated with future 
cognitive functioning, a 
new study suggests.

The findings sug-
gested that maintaining 
good vision through the 
prevention and treatment 
of vision disorders may be 
a strategy to lessen age-
related cognitive changes.

For the study, published 
in the journal JAMA Oph-
thalmology, the researchers 
evaluated the longitudinal 
associations between visu-
al impairment and cogni-
tive function.

A total of 2,520 partici-
pants -- aged between 65 
to 84 years of which 1,458 
(58 per cent) were women 
-- were assessed over a pe-
riod of eight years in four 
rounds -- at the beginning 
of the study, two, six and 

eight years later.
Visual acuity was 

measured using Early 
Treatment Diabetic Retin-
opathy Study charts, and 
cognitive status was as-
sessed using the Mini-
Mental State Examination 
(MMSE).

It was found that 
visual impairment meas-
ured at distance is as-
sociated with declining 
cognitive function both 
cross-sectionally and lon-
gitudinally over time with 
worsening vision having a 
stronger association with 
declining cognition than 
the reverse, said co-au-
thor D. Diane Zheng from 
the University of Miami.

It was also noted that 
the rate of worsening vis-
ual acuity was associated 
with the rate of declining 
MMSE score. 

Source: IANS
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Government transforming health 
infra for ‘new India’ — Modi 

AAP to start campaign for full statehood to DelhiRahul targets Modi on black money

Jharkhand HC extends Lalu’s provisional bail on medical ground Statistics, data management, AI can 
improve people’s lives — Venkaiah Naidu 

Three militants killed 
in J&K gunfight, 
youth also dies

Karnataka CM, six ministers face 
criminal cases — Poll watchdogs

J&K’s Kupwara least improved; nine Bihar 
districts among bottom 20 — Niti Aayog

Indians with illegal Swiss bank deposits to 
face harsh penal proceedings, says Jaitley

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the launch of various healthcare projects, at AIIMS, in New Delhi 
on Friday, June 29, 2018.

Arun Jaitley

PTI

Senior AAP leader Gopal Rai and others address the media regarding their demand to get full statehood 
for Delhi, at the Party’s office in New Delhi on Friday, June 29, 2018.

PTI

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu interacts with scientists and faculty members, at the Saha Institute of 
Nuclear Physics, in Kolkata.

New Delhi, June 29 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said his 
government is transform-
ing the country’s health 
infrastructure that is fit for 
“New India”.

Speaking after in-
augurating five projects 
worth Rs 1,700 crore at All 
India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) and 
Safdarjung Hospital, Modi 
said: The government is 
building a suitable health 
infrastructure across the 
country for a New India 
that will have quality and 

adequate hospitals, more 
beds, better facilities and 
best doctors.” 

“Thirteen new AIIMS 
have been announced in 
the last four year, of which 
work has started on eight 
of them. Apart from this, 
construction of super-
specialty hospitals at 15 
medical colleges across 
the country is underway,” 
he said. 

Earlier, Modi laid the 
foundation stone for 
National Centre for Age-
ing, and inaugurated the 

underground tunnel be-
tween AIIMS and Trauma 
Centre and Power Grid 
Vishram Sadan at AIIMS. 
He also inaugurated new 
emergency and super-
specialty blocks at Safdar-
jung Hospital.

“Facilities at Safdar-
jung Hospital have been 
made more advanced 
with an investment of 
over INR 1,300 crore. A 
super-specialty block and 
an emergency block have 
been dedicated to the na-
tion. Safdarjung Hospital 
has become the coun-

New Delhi, June 29 (IANS): 
Delhi’s ruling AAP on Fri-
day announced that to 
push for their demand that 
Delhi get full statehood, 
they will launch a cam-
paign from July 1 where 
every locality’s elected rep-
resentative will be invited 
to discuss why Delhi needs 
to be a “full state.”

Addressing the me-
dia here, Cabinet Minis-
ter Gopal Rai said: “On 
July 1, Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) will organise a state 
gathering at Indira Gan-
dhi Indoor Stadium at 3 
p.m., where every locality’s 
representative will partici-
pate and discuss why the 
national capital needs full 
statehood.”

In the next phase of 
“Dilli maange apna haq” 
(Delhi demands its right) 
campaign, he said, the 
AAP, from July 3-25, will 
reach out to 10 lakh fami-
lies in Delhi to sign on the 
demand for full statehood.

“Our party workers will 
go to every household in 
Delhi, along with a let-
ter from (Chief Minister) 
Arvind Kejriwal, to sign 
a letter demanding full 

New Delhi, June 29 (IANS): Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Friday targeted Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the issue of black money and said he had prom-
ised to bring back all illegal money stashed abroad but 
his government was now virtually saying that there was 
no illegal money in Swiss banks.

In a tweet, Gandhi referred to Interim Finance Min-
ister Piyush Goyal’s remarks earlier in the day about 
the latest data released by the Swiss National Bank that 
showed a rise in Indian deposits last year. 

Gandhi said that the Modi government had carried 
out demonetisation to supposedly curb black money but 
its stance now was totally different. 

“In 2014, he said: I will bring back all the “BLACK” 
money in Swiss Banks and put INR 15 lakh in each Indian 
bank account. In 2016, he said: Demonetisation will cure 
India of “BLACK” money. In 2018, he says: 50 per cent 
jump in Swiss Bank deposits by Indians, is “WHITE” 
money. No “BLACK” (money) in Swiss banks!” the Con-
gress chief said.

Goyal had maintained that under an agreement 
signed by the Modi government with Switzerland, all 
data from January 1, 2018, will be made available to the 
Indian government. 

He was responding to a query about the data showing 
a rise in Indian deposits last year in Switzerland.

“From what I understand (from media reports) 40 
per cent increase in foreign remittances are on account 
of the Reserve Bank’s Liberalised Remittance Scheme 
brought during the previous (UPA) government under 
which a resident Indian can remit $250,000 per year,” 
the Minister said.

“Then, there are also non-resident deposits... rest as-
sured, if any wrongdoing is revealed, we will take action. 
With the various measures of this government against 
black money, Swiss bank deposits have been decreas-
ing,” he added. 

New Delhi, June 29 (PTI): 
Union Minister Arun Jait-
ley today warned that Indi-
ans having illegal deposits 
in Swiss banks would face 
harsh penal proceedings 
under the black money 
law after Switzerland starts 
real time sharing of details 
of accounts from January 
onwards.

Latest data from the 
Swiss  National  Bank 
s h ow e d  t h a t  m o n e y 
parked by Indians in Swiss 
banks rose over 50 per cent 
to CHF 1.01 billion (INR 
7,000 crore) in 2017, re-
versing a three-year down-
ward trend amid India’s 
clampdown on suspected 
black money stashed by its 
citizens overseas.

“A news item has ap-
peared today indicating 
an increase of money 
by ‘Indians’ in the Swiss 
banking system. This has 
led to misinformed reac-
tion in certain circles rais-
ing a query whether the 
government’s anti-black 
money steps have yielded 
results,” Jaitley said in a 
blog. 

Noting that Switzer-
land in financial disclo-
sures was always a reluc-
tant state, Jaitley said the 
Alpine nation has amend-

try’s biggest emergency 
care hospital with 500-bed 
capacity just for medical 
emergency,” he said.

The National Centre 
for Ageing will provide 
state of art clinical care 
to the elderly population 
and play a key role in guid-
ing research in geriatric 
medicine and related spe-
cialties. The Centre will 
provide multi-specialty 
healthcare, will have 200 
general ward beds and will 
be developed at a cost of 
INR 330 crore by February 
2020.

The 997-meter tunnel, 
to be built at a cost of INR 
44 crore to connect AIIMS 
and Jai Prakash Narayan 
Apex (JPNA) Trauma Cen-
tre, will significantly re-
duce the commute time.

T h e  P o w e r  G r i d 
Vishram Sadan, built at a 
cost of INR 32.67 crore, has 
a 300-bedded night shelter 
facility meant for the pa-
tients and their relatives 
visiting AIIMS and Trauma 
Centre at a nominal cost. 
The 11-floor facility with 
a helipad on the roof for 
heli-ambulances is funded 
by the state-run Power 
Grid Corporation.

statehood for Delhi. We 
will then deliver these 
signed letters to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi,” 
Rai said.

He said that while the 
area under New Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 
(NDMC) can come under 
the Central government, 
the rest of Delhi should be 
given full statehood.

“The NDMC zone, 
where all the dignitaries 
live should be handled by 
the Central government 
and the rest of the Delhi 
should be given full state-

hood so that when the 
time comes, the people of 
the state could demand 
answers from the state 
government,” he said.

Rai said that if Delhi is 
given full statehood, prob-
lems like unemployment, 
admission of Delhi youth 
in colleges, and slum clus-
ters would be solved.

“Youth with 95 per cent 
marks are roaming around 
from college to college but 
not getting admission. If 
Delhi becomes a full state, 
then we can build more 
colleges on Delhi’s land 

which will guarantee ad-
mission in Delhi.

“If Delhi is granted full 
statehood, then we can 
guarantee a house for eve-
ry resident and a job for at 
least 80 per cent people,” 
he said. 

Calling the whole situ-
ation a big insult to the 
people of Delhi, Rai said 
that the Congress and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party had 
always demanded Delhi 
get full statehood but now 
“Congress is also hiding its 
face and BJP is covering up 
the matter”.

Ranchi, June 29 (PTI): The 
Jharkhand High Court today ex-
tended the provisional bail of RJD 
leader Lalu Prasad for another six 
weeks on medical grounds in fod-
der scam cases.

Prasad, whose provisional bail 
was extended till July 3 last Friday, 
would now remain on bail till Au-
gust 17 as per today’s order.

The extension of the bail dura-
tion by Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh 
of the Jharkhand High Court was 
granted in three cases of multi-crore 

fodder scam related to fraudulent 
withdrawal of money from Chaiba-
sa, Deogarh and Dumka treasuries 
by the Animal Husbandry depart-
ment in combined Bihar in the 90s.

Prasad’s close aide Bhola Yadav 
expressed happiness over the exten-
sion of the bail period and told PTI 
over phone that the RJD president 
would remain in the Asian Heart 
Institute Hospital in Mumbai till 
doctors advise him.

Pleading for the former Bihar 
chief minister, Supreme Court 

lawyer Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
submitted that Prasad is suffering 
from fistula and is chronic diabetic 
patient and requires time to recover 
post-operation.

The bench had on May 11 grant-
ed six weeks provisional bail on 
medical grounds, which was to 
expire on June 27. On June 22, the 
bench of acting Chief Justice D N 
Patel extended it till July 3, fixing 
today to for hearing.

The next date for hearing is on 
August 10.

Kolkata, June 29 (PTI): 
Vice President M Venkai-
ah Naidu today said sta-
tistics, data management 
and artificial intelligence 
can play a pivotal role 
in the betterment of hu-
manity.

“We were living in a 
world in which knowledge 
explosion, information 
overload and data-driven 
lives have become com-
mon place,” said Naidu at 
the closing ceremony of 
125th birth anniversary 
of Prasanta Chandra Ma-
halanobis, the founder of 
Indian Statistical Institute.

“Technology has be-
come all-pervasive in our 
world... Statistics and big 
data management along 
with artificial intelligence 
will play a more signifi-

cant role in the years to 
come,” he added.

Statistical data was 
“information with confir-
mation” he said, adding 
that “many people may 
claim many things, but if 
you have statistics you will 
know the reality”.

Highlighting that there 
was a need to harness 
the power of comput-
ing, communication and 
robotics to improve the 
quality of life, Naidu said 
to use these tools, data 
and statistics were need-
ed.

Referring to Maha-
lanobis’ observation that 
the vast population of the 
country could be a great 
asset, Naidu said: “Over 
65 per cent of our popula-
tion is under 35 years. This 

demographic statistics is 
significant if we can turn 
this potential asset into 
actual asset.” 

“As visualised by Ma-
halanobis, the country 
can realise the demo-
graphic dividend if we 
can equip the popula-
tion with the skills and 
attitude required for the 
knowledge economy of 
the 21st Century... It is an 
opportunity, it is a chal-
lenge,” he said.

Naidu said to fulfil the 
dreams of a new India, 
there was need for re-
search and innovation to 
take the country ahead 
and referred to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
call for transforming India 
into a strong and stable 
nation.

Srinagar, June 29 (IANS): 
Three militants were killed 
in a gunfight in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district on Friday, while a 
youth also died in clashes 
as protesters pelted the 
security forces with stones 
while the operation was 
underway, police said.

Three local militants 
were killed in the gunfight 
with security forces in Tha-
muna village of Pulwama, 
said a police officer.

A 15-year-old, iden-
tified as Faizan Ahmad 
Khan, who had sustained 
a bullet injury during 
clashes between protest-
ers and the security forces 
succumbed to his inju-
ries in hospital, hospital 
sources said.

Eight other civilians 
were also injured during 
the clashes, and one of 
them who also sustained 
a gunshot injury has been 
brought to the bone and 
joint hospital here for 
treatment.

Security forces had 
surrounded Thamuna vil-
lage following intelligence 
inputs about the presence 
of a group of militants 
there, and as the cordon 
was tightened, the hiding 
militants opened fired, 
sparking the gunfight.

As a precautionary 
measure, authorities sus-
pended mobile Internet 
services in Pulwama to 
check spread of rumours.

B e n g a l u r u , Ju n e  2 9 
(IANS): Seven Karnata-
ka Ministers, including 
Chief Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy, face crimi-
nal charges ranging from 
forgery to causing death 
by negligence, said two 
election watchdogs in a 
report here on Friday.

The report by the Kar-
nataka Election Watch 
and Delhi-based Asso-
ciation for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR) was based 
only analysis of the poll 
affidavits belonging to 26 
of 27 cabinet ministers, 
save Women and Child 
Development Minister 
Jayamala, the lone woman 
minister, whose affidavit 
was not available, ADR 
said.

The other six ministers 
are Venkatrao Nadagouda 
(Animal Husbandry and 
Fisheries), B.Z. Zameer 
Ahmed Khan (Food and 
Civil Supplies), D.K. Shiva-
kumar (Water Resources 
and Medical Education), 
D.C. Thammanna (Trans-
port), N. Mahesh (Primary 
and Secondary Education) 

and Ramesh L. Jarkiholi 
(Municipalities and Local 
Bodies).

Twenty five of the 26 
ministers are crorepatis, as 
per the asset declarations 
in their poll affidavits, 
with Shivakumar being 
the richest with total assets 
worth INR 840 crore.

Two of the ministers 
have only studied up 
to class 8 - with Higher 
Education Minister G.T. 
Deve Gowda being one 
of them.

A dozen of the 26 min-
isters have declared their 
educational qualifications 
to be between class 8 and 
12, and 14 are graduates 
and above.

The BJP candidates 
were found to be with the 
highest number of crimi-
nal cases against them, 
with 83 (37 per cent) of 
the 223 in fray having 
criminal cases against 
them and 58 others (26 
per cent) having serious 
criminal cases against 
them including murder, 
attempt to murder and 
kidnapping etc. 

New Delhi, June 29 (IANS): 
Among the 108 most back-
ward districts across the 
country, Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Kupwara has shown 
the least improvement 
while Gujarat’s Dahod has 
shown the most, the NITI 
Aayog said on Friday.

Releasing the first “del-
ta ranking” of the most 
backward districts in the 
country -- which the NITI 
Aayog has dubbed as as-
pirational districts -- the 
government’s premier 
think-tank said the pur-
pose of the ranking is to 
spur a sense of competi-
tion among them.

The 20 bottom ranked 
districts include nine dis-
tricts from Bihar, five from 
Jharkhand and three from 
Odisha.

Apart from Kupwara, 
Bihar’s Begusarai, and 
Jharkhand’s Ranchi and 
Simdega have fared the 

worst improvement being 
ranked at the bottom. 

NITI Aayog CEO Am-
itabh Kant had last year 
said that districts in a few 
eastern India states were 
holding India back and 
there was a need to “name 
and shame them”.

“We need to name and 
shame these states and 
districts. We must bring 
it out that these are the 
states which are holding 
India back,” he had said.

Districts which have 
fared well in the rankings 
include Gujarat’s Dahod, 
West Sikkim and Tamil 
Nadu’s Ramanathapuram 
ranked first, second and 
third respectively.

“Asifabad district of 
Telangana, which was 
ranked 100 in baseline 
ranking released in March 
this year, has made sig-
nificant improvements in 
the past two months and 

stood at 15 in delta rank-
ing,” Kant said on Friday. 

“Dahod district of Gu-
jarat improved 19.8 points 
to rank first in the delta 
ranking (it was ranked 17 in 
baseline ranking),” he said.

West Sikkim district 
stood second with 18.9 
points, a huge improve-
ment from being in the 
30th position in baseline 
ranking. 

“Bijapur district in 
Chhattisgarh also made 
significant strides by im-
proving 14.7 points and 
ranked sixth in delta rank-
ing from 45th position in 
baseline ranking,” Kant 
said.

The ranking was based 
on self-reported data of 
districts in April and May 
across five developmental 
areas of health and nutri-
tion, education, agricul-
ture and water resources, 
financial inclusion and 

skill development, and 
basic infrastructure.

The next ranking will 
take into account inputs 
from the NITI Aayog’s 
knowledge partners - Tata 
Trusts, and Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation (ID 
Insights).

A NITI Aayog state-
ment said that this delta 
ranking takes a step fur-
ther and looks into specific 
aspects of Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) 
and analyses how districts 
have performed in last two 
months across important 
sectors. 

Launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in January this year, the 
‘Transformation of As-
pirational Districts’ pro-
gramme aims to quickly 
and effectively transform 
some of the most under-
developed districts of the 
country.

ed its domestic laws in-
volving all disclosures and 
entered into a treaty even 
with India and real time 
flow of information with 
regard to Indians would 
be made.

“The flow of informa-
tion is starting in January, 
2019. Any illegal depositor 
knows that it is a matter of 
months before his name 
becomes public and he 
will be subjected to the 
harsh penal provisions of 
the black money law in 
India,” said the senior BJP 
leader and an eminent 
lawyer. 

Further, Jaitley said 
those who participate in 
a public discourse must 
understand these basic 

facts before expressing an 
opinion which may be ill-
informed. 

“To assume that all 
the deposits are per se 
tax evaded money or that 
Switzerland in the matter 
of illegal deposits is what it 
was decades ago, is to start 
on a shaky presumption,” 
he added. 

According to Jaitley, 
past investigations by 
the tax department have 
shown that this includes 
funds held by persons of 
Indian origin who now 
hold foreign passport and 
monies belonging to Non-
Resident Indians. There 
were also monies belong-
ing to resident Indians 
who have made legitimate 

investments abroad, in-
cluding transfer of money 
under the liberalised re-
mittance scheme. 

“It is only monies kept 
by resident Indian outside 
these categories which be-
come actionable,” he said. 

Jaitley, who was Fi-
nance Minister, is cur-
rently a Minister without 
any portfolio as he is re-
cuperating after a kidney 
transplant operation.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led NDA govern-
ment has a multi-pronged 
strategy to increase the tax 
base, Jaitley said, adding 
that a campaign involving 
various steps to flush out 
black-money was initi-
ated.

“The first big news for 
this year is that the ad-
vance tax deposit during 
the first quarter of this 
year has seen a gross in-
crease of 44 per cent in 
the personal income tax 
category and 17 per cent 
in the corporate tax cat-
egory,” Jaitley said.

Because of steps taken 
by the government, the 
total income tax collec-
tion for the year 2017-18 
is INR 10.02 lakh crore, a 
four year increase of 57 per 
cent, he said.
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News IN BrIef
Iraq executes 12 death row 
jihadists — PM’s office
Baghdad, June 29 (PTI/AFP): Iraq executed a dozen 
death row jihadists, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s 
office said today, after he vowed swift action in response 
to the Islamic State group’s killing of eight captives. The 
executions, which took place yesterday, came shortly 
after Abadi ordered the “immediate” implementation of  
the death sentences of hundreds of convicted jihadists in 
response to the killings by IS.

Russian military to reach 
modernization goal by 2021— Putin
Moscow, June 29 (IANS): Modern weapons in the 
Russian Armed Forces will reach planned figure of 70 per 
cent by 2021 and some of them will surpass their foreign 
equivalents by decades, President Vladimir Putin has said.
The amount of modern weapons in the Russian Armed 
Forces is close to 60 per cent as of now, Putin said at 
an assembly of graduates of military universities in the 
Kremlin on Thursday. According to its state armament 
program for 2018-2027, Moscow plans to spend about 
$318 billion to upgrade the military equipment. “Modern 
military hardware in the Russian Armed Forces did not 
exceed 16 per cent just six years ago,” Xinhua news agency 
quoted Putin as saying. 

Japan quake damages world’s 
most powerful microscope
Tokyo, June 29 (IANS): A powerful earthquake that 
struck Japan’s Osaka region has damaged a microscope 
with the highest resolution in the world, an official said 
on Friday. The high voltage tank of the Ultra-high Voltage 
Electron Microscope (UHVEM), which occupies an entire 
room in one of the research centres at Osaka University, 
and its circuits were badly damaged, the director of the 
department, Hidehiro Yasuda, told Efe news. “Research 
will be affected for at least a year,” said Yasuda. Osaka 
University was one of  the worst damaged by the 6.1 
magnitude quake that struck the region on June 18, leaving 
several students and teachers injured, putting their research 
projects in jeopardy, the university said in a statement. Five 
people were also killed in the temblor.

Activists, doctors call to legalise 
abortion in Thailand
Bangkok, June 29 (IANS): Activists and doctors on 
Friday urged Thai authorities to legalise abortion to 
avoid maternal deaths or cases of  women who suffer 
health complications after seeking terminations in illegal 
clinics. “The society has been changing bit by bit and 
although many Thais consider abortion a sin (according 
to Buddhist beliefs), they still think that if  necessary, it 
can be done,” Supecha Baotip, founder of a pro-choice 
non-governmental organisation called Tam-Tang, told 
Efe news. In 2010, police found more than 2,000 fetuses 
hidden in a Buddhist temple in Bangkok that allegedly 
came from unregulated clinics and self-induced abortions. 

Many killed in Nigeria fuel tanker 
explosion
Abuja, June 29 (IANS): Scores of people were feared dead 
on Thursday evening when a fuel-laden tanker exploded 
amid traffic in Nigeria’s commercial city of Lagos, with 
the blaze engulfing many vehicles, media reports said. 
The crash occurred on a bridge as the tanker headed out 
of Lagos, toward the 127.6 km Lagos-Ibadan expressway 
in Nigeria’s southwest region, Xinhua reported. The local 
Channels Television reported that traffic has been stopped 
on both sides of the road and emergency officials are at the 
scene trying to put out the fire and attend to those affected.
Many people were seen trapped in their cars amid the 
raging fire, eyewitnesses said. 

Abu Dhabi ‘smartest city’ in 
Middle East — Study
Abu Dhabi, June 29 (IANS): Abu Dhabi, capital of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), has topped the list of “smart 
cities” in the Middle East and Africa, the city’s Department 
of  Culture and Tourism said on Friday. Covering 50 
international cities, a report by McKinsey Global Institute 
titled “Smart Cities: Digital Solutions for a More Livable 
Future” views how cities all over the world use technology 
to improve the quality of life, reports Xinhua. With a rating 
of 18.4, Abu Dhabi ranked the first in the region ahead of  
Dubai, which was placed the second with a rating of 17.3.
Saif Saeed Ghobash, under-secretary of the department, 
said that in the digital age, metropolitan cities are delivering 
creative ways in which data is used to reinvent the way 
their city is perceived, explored, interacted with, and how 
services are delivered.

Washington, June 29 (PTI): A 
white gunman with a long-stand-
ing grudge against a newspaper 
in the US city of Annapolis blast-
ed his way through its newsroom 
with a shotgun and smoke gre-
nades, killing at least five people, 
mostly journalists, in what police 
called a “targeted attack.” 

The shooting at the Capital 
Gazette newspaper in Annapolis, 
Maryland, nearly 50 km from 
Washington, that also injured 
three others, is said to be one of 
the worst attacks on the media in 
decades in the US. 

The shooter identified as Jar-
rod Warren Ramos, 38, has been 
arrested and is being charged 
with five counts of first-degree 
murder.

Ramos had previously filed 
a defamation suit against the 
newspaper in 2012, court records 
show.

“This was a targeted attack 
on the Capital Gazette. This per-
son was prepared today to come 
in. He was prepared to shoot 
people. His intent was to cause 
harm,” Anne Arundel County 
Deputy Police Chief William 
Krampf told reporters at a news 
conference.

The five persons killed in the 
latest gun rampage are assist-
ant editor Rob Hiaasen, edito-
rial page editor Gerald Fischman, 
editor and reporter John McNa-
mara, special publications editor 
Wendi Winters and sales assistant 
Rebecca Smith, police said.

According to ‘The Washing-
ton Post’, Ramos lost a defama-
tion case he had brought against 
‘The Capital Gazette’ over a 2011 
column he contended defamed 
him.

“The column provided an 
account of Ramos’s guilty plea to 
criminal harassment of a woman 
over social media,” it said.

A few hours before the shoot-
ing, a profane tweet was posted 
to a Twitter account under Ra-
mos’ name, specifically calling 
out the author of the appeals 
court opinion. 

Ramos was taken into cus-
tody at the scene and refused to 
cooperate with authorities. He 
carried no identification and 
had damaged his finger tips in an 
apparent effort to thwart identi-
fication by law enforcement, US 
media outlets reported. 

Authorities resorted to using 
facial recognition software and 
comparing his face to databases 
of passports and driver’s license 
photos.

County executive Steve 
Schuh said that the suspect was 
hiding under a desk in the build-
ing when police officers arrived at 
the scene. He said there was “no 
exchange of fire”.

“My thoughts and prayers are 
with the victims and their fami-
lies. Thank you to all of the First 
Responders who are currently 

on the scene,” President Donald 
Trump tweeted.

Asked about Trump’s criti-
cism of the press corps, White 
House Deputy Press Secretary 
Lindsay Walters said the presi-
dent and his staff did not believe 
violence was acceptable in any 
situation, adding that “we stand 
by that”.

Earlier, Phil Davis, the Ga-
zette’s crime reporter, had tweet-
ed about the shooting.

“Gunman shot through the 
glass door to the (newsroom) 
and opened fire on multiple 
employees. Can’t say much more 
and don’t want to declare anyone 
dead, but it’s bad,” Davis said.

Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi said in mass shootings and 
daily tragedies, the epidemic of 
gun violence has stolen too many 
lives for far too long.

“Congress has a responsibility 
to take action now to ensure that 
no other community or fam-
ily must endure the unthinkable 
horror of gun violence. Every day 

it fails to do so is a stain on our 
country,” she said.

Asserting that reporters 
should not have to hide from 
gunfire while doing their jobs, 
former Congresswoman Gabri-
elle Giffords, founder of the gun 
violence prevention organisa-
tion, said time and time again, 
those in the Congress had failed 
to show the courage needed to 
keep people safe.

“Americans are demand-
ing that their lawmakers pass 
effective laws that can protect 
our communities and stop dan-
gerous people from accessing 
guns, but this Congress refuses 
to listen. We should be outraged. 
And we should be making plans 
to hold them accountable,” she 
said.

Media watchdog, Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) said it was 
deeply disturbed to learn that a 
shooting at the Capital Gazette, 
had resulted in the death of five 
people.

“Is what happened in the 

Capital Gazette newsroom in An-
napolis, Maryland, the equivalent 
of the Charlie Hebdo killing or of 
the last bombing against journal-
ists in Kabul?” said RSF Secretary 
general Christophe Deloire.

In any case, this is a new trag-
edy for journalism, which is the 
victim of increasing violence 
globally, even in democracies, 
he said.

“It is deeply saddening to 
learn of this shooting happen-
ing in a local newsroom in the 
US. RSF strongly condemns this 
act of violence, and any such 
acts against journalists,” Deloire 
added.

“We expect a quick and thor-
ough investigation into this trage-
dy,” said Margaux Ewen, Director 
of RSF’s North America bureau.

Indian-American Congress-
man Ro Khanna demanded that 
the Congress act now on gun 
violence.

“Yet another tragedy in An-
napolis and it won’t be the last 
unless we do something. Far 
too many people are hiding in 
closets, under their desks, in 
their places of work, worship, 
and in schools. This must stop,” 
he said.

“My heart is with The Capital 
Gazette and all the victims and 
families affected,” Khanna said.

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists tweeted that before 
the Maryland shooting, seven 
journalists had been killed in the 
US in relation to their work since 
1992. 

The last incident was report-
ed in 2015 when TV reporter 
Alison Parker and cameraman 
Adam Ward were killed during 
an interview in Moneta, Virginia. 

Meanwhile, as a precaution-
ary measure, security was tight-
ened outside media offices across 
the US.

Brussels, June 29 (PTI/AFP): EU 
leaders clinched a hard-won migra-
tion deal during all-night talks today 
that Italy’s hardline new premier said 
meant his country was “no longer 
alone” in shouldering the responsibil-
ity for migrants.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte, who heads a month-old anti-
immigration government, had ve-
toed joint conclusions for the entire 
agenda of the summit in Brussels 
until his demands were finally met 
before dawn.

Italy has turned away a series of 
migrant boats in recent weeks, spark-
ing a fresh political row three years 
after the bloc faced its biggest ever 
migration crisis.

“Today Italy is no longer alone. 
We are satisfied,” Conte, a former 
law professor who until recently was 
a virtual political unknown, told re-
porters following nine hours of talks 
described as “virulent”.

The 28 leaders agreed to con-
sider setting up “disembarkation plat-
forms” outside the bloc, most likely 
in north Africa, in a bid to discourage 
migrants boarding EU-bound smug-
gler boats.

Member countries could also set 

up migrant processing centres -- but 
only on a voluntary basis -- to deter-
mine whether they returned home 
as economic migrants or admitted as 
refugees in willing states.

The leaders also offered a con-
cession to German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, who faces a rebel-
lion from within her own coalition 
government, with moves to stop 
migrants registered in Italy and 
other EU countries from moving to 
Germany.

Merkel welcomed the deal, but 
acknowledged the hard work needed 
with some hard choices left for later.

“I am optimistic after today that 
we can now really continue to work, 
although we have a lot to do, even 
bridging the different views,” Merkel 
said.

She had earlier warned that “mi-
gration could end up determining 
Europe’s destiny” if it failed to reach 
an agreement.

The summit conclusions called 
on member countries to take “all nec-
essary” steps to stop migrants initially 
arriving in countries such as Italy and 
Greece from moving on to Germany.

After allowing more than one 
million asylum seekers into Germany 

since 2015, Merkel faces an end-
of-month deadline from her own 
interior minister to seal pacts to curb 
so-called secondary migration.

Italy’s stance has revived political 
tensions in the EU, despite the fact 
that arrivals have dipped by 96 per-
cent since the peak of Europe’s migra-
tion crisis in 2015, and sparked warn-
ings that authoritarian movements 
will take advantage of any failure to 
tackle migration.

Conte came to Brussels embold-
ened by the announcement of an up-
coming visit to US President Donald 
Trump, who has hailed Rome’s tough 
stance, and who himself blocked the 
conclusions of a recent G7 leaders 
meeting on trade.

The Italian government demand-
ed “concrete action” from other 
countries to help in the same way that 
they had after it refused to admit the 
rescue ships Aquarius, which docked 
later in Spain, and Lifeline, which 
went to Malta.

EU President Donald Tusk issued 
a fresh warning on the need for ac-
tion on migration to stave off rising 
populism and authoritarianism, 
saying that “the stakes are high and 
time is short”.

Geneva, June 29 (PTI/AFP): 
Member states of the United Na-
tions migration agency today re-
jected President Donald Trump’s 
nominee for director general, 
repudiating historic American 
control of the organisation.

The International Organi-
sation for Migration (IOM) 
had been led by an American 
throughout the agency’s 67-year 
history with one exception from 
1961 to 1969.

But Trump’s pick Ken Isaacs, 
an executive with the Christian 
charity Samaritan’s Purse who 
faced serious charges of anti-
Muslim bigotry, proved to be an 
untenable choice.

Isaacs was eliminated after 
three rounds of voting, accord-
ing to multiple sources with 
direct knowledge of the vote.

Portuguese politician and 
former commissioner EU Anto-
nio Vitorino has emerged as the 

front-runner and will face off 
against and current IOM deputy 
chief Laura Thompson in the 
upcoming ballot.

Diplomats speaking on con-
dition of anonymity said that 
Vitorino’s bid has been helped by 
the European Union’s painstak-
ing effort to forge a common re-
sponse to migration challenges 
and the strategic advantage of 
having one of their own as the 
IOM chief.

Trump’s “America First” ad-
ministration has also levelled 
ferocious attacks against multi-
lateral bodies and undermined 
IOM’s core global function -- 
refugee resettlement.

Analysts had warned that 
voters might stick with Isaacs 
to avoid punishing US fundings 
cuts, but Trump’s posture on 
migration and Isaacs’s personal 
history appeared to sway the 
room. 

Washington, June 29 
(IANS): About 600 women, 
including some congress-
women, were arrested on 
Thursday after they staged 
a march against the im-
migration policy of the US 
President in Washington 
DC.

According to the Capi-
tol Police, a total of 575 
women were arrested for 
illegally demonstrating in 
a protest, which sought to 
express opposition against 
the immigration policy 
promoted by US President 
Donald Trump, which in-
cludes the detention and 
separation of children from 
their families, Efe reported.

The women were ar-
rested, charged and sub-
sequently released at the 
scene. The arrests, which 
followed a morning march 
of hundreds of women 

through the streets of the 
US capital, occurred in the 
Hart building of the US 
Senate.

At least one congress-
woman, Pramila Jayapal, 
who also participated in 
the protest, was among 
those arrested.

“I just got arrested with 
a group of at least 500 wom-
en who took over the center 
of the Hart Senate building 
protesting the inhumane 
and cruel policies of ‘zero 
tolerance’, the separation 
of families,” said Demo-
cratic House Representa-
tive Pramila Jayapal, adding 
that “we have to stand up”, 
and that she was “proud of 
being arrested with them”. 
Earlier last week, Trump 
penned an executive order 
to end family separations 
at the border due to harsh 
criticism. 

United Nations, June 29 (PTI): 
UN chief Antonio Guterres will 
travel to Bangladesh next week 
to take stock of the situation on 
the ground towards the safe, 
voluntary and dignified return 
of tens of thousands of Rohingya 
refugees to Myanmar.

According to the UN esti-
mates, nearly 600,000 minority 
Rohingya Muslims have fled to 
Bangladesh to escape violence 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine State 
since August 25 when the army 
launched a military crackdown, 
triggering one of the world’s 
worst refugee crises.

The Secretary General will 
travel on July 1 in a joint visit 
with World Bank President Jim 
Yong Kim, UN spokesperson 

Stephane Dujarric told reporters 
here yesterday.

He said the visit will highlight 
the generosity of Bangladesh in 
hosting the largest refugee influx 
of 2017 and the need of the inter-
national community to do more.

The visit also aims to lay the 
groundwork for further dialogue 
with the Government of Bangla-
desh on medium-term planning 
for the refugee situation and to 
reiterate the UN and the World 
Bank’s support for finding com-
prehensive solutions to the situ-
ation of the Rohingya people.

In Dhaka, Guterres and Kim 
will have bilateral meetings with 
Bangladeshi authorities, includ-
ing with Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

They will travel to Cox’s Bazar 
on July 2 to visit Rohingya refu-
gee communities and humani-
tarian workers and advocate for 
more donor support.

They will be accompanied 
by High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) Filippo Grandi 
and Executive Director of the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) 
Natalia Kanem. They will review 
the situation of the newly arrived 
Rohingyas in Bangladesh, and 
assess progress towards a safe, 
voluntary and dignified return 
of refugees, in line with interna-
tional standards.

Meanwhile, UN rights ex-
pert on Myanmar is “strongly” 
recommending that the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) 

investigate and prosecute those 
allegedly responsible for “dec-
ades of crimes” in the form a 
grave violations of international 
human rights and humanitarian 
law inside the country.

In a briefing to the Human 
Rights Council, Special Rappor-
teur Yanghee Lee underscored 
that accountability for crimes 
committed in Myanmar “is the 
only way” to end the long-term 
cycle of violence. Even though 
the number of new arrivals has 
tapered off and an agreement 
reached on establishing condi-
tions in Myanmar to allow the 
refugees to return voluntarily 
and in safety, UN agencies on the 
ground have reported that such 
conditions are yet not present.

Upset with newspaper, gunman kills 
five in newsroom shooting in US

EU leaders seal migration deal after marathon talks

UN migration agency rejects Trump nominee

600 women arrested 
during protest against 
Trump’s immigration policy

UN chief Guterres to visit B’desh to assess Rohingya situation

AP/PTI

Police secure the scene of a shooting at an office building housing The Capital Gazette newspaper in Annapolis, Md., Thursday, 
June 28, 2018. 
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DATE OF OPENING – 30 JUN 18        LAST DATE FOR ONLINE APPLICATION – 30 JUL 18 
Ê1. Applications are invited from unmarried candidates who fulfil eligibility condition of Nationality as laid 
down by the Government of India for entry as Permanent Commission (PC) officers in Executive (GS) 
Branch and Short Service Commission (SSC) officers in Executive and Technical Branches of the 
Indian Navy under University Entry Scheme (UES), for course commencing June 2019.   
ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS  
2. Who Can Apply.  Applicant should be in the final year  (regular BE/B Tech or integrated degree 
course) in an AICTE recognised university with one of the following educational qualifications and should 
have obtained a minimum of 60 % aggregate marks till pre final year (till V semester of regular  BE/B 
Tech and VII  Semester of 5 year integrated degree course)  

                                      EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
Sl. 
No Branch/Cadre Streams in BE/ B. Tech Gender PC/SSC 

(a) General Service 
(X) Any Stream of BE/B.Tech. Male PC & 

SSC 

(b) IT (i) Information Technology (ii) Computer Science 
Engineering (iii) Computer Engineering Male SSC 

                                      TECHNICAL BRANCH 

(c) Engineering 
Branch 

(i) Mechanical (ii) Marine (iii)  Instrumentation         
(iv) Production (v) Aeronautical (vi) Industrial 
Engineering & Management (vii) Control Engg      
(viii) Aero Space (ix) Automobiles (x) Metallurgy     
(xi) Mechatronics (xii) Instrumentation & control  

Male SSC 

(d) Electrical Branch 

(i) Electrical (ii) Electronics (iii) Tele Communica-
tions (iv) Electronics and Communication (v) Power 
Engineering (vi) Control System Engineering         
(vii) Power Electronics (viii) Avionics (ix) Electronics 
& Instrumentation (x) Instrumentation & Control         
(xi) Instrumentation 

Male SSC 

(e) Naval     
Architecture (NA) 

(i) Mechanical (ii) Civil (iii) Aeronautical (iv) Aero 
Space (v) Metallurgy (vi) Naval Architecture           
(vii) Ocean Engineering (viii) Marine Engineering    
(ix) Ship Technology (x)  Ship Building  
(xi) Ship Design 

Male & 
Female SSC 

  
  The following to be noted 
 

(i)    Only one application to be filled by candidate. 
(ii)  Candidates who are eligible for more than one branch/cadre/specialisation should mention their   
preference in order of priority in their application form. 
(iii) Candidates will be issued call up for Service Selection Board (SSB) interview based on their       
performance during campus interviews. 
(iv)  Candidates with pending backlog will not be permitted to appear for SSB interview. 
(v)   Candidates will be shortlisted for SSB based on their first preference. 
(vi) However, if not shortlisted for the first preference, you may be considered for an alternate 
Branch/Cadre/Specialisation subject to availability of spare slots in SSB Batches of that 
Branch/Cadre/Specialisation. 
(vii) Once shortlisted for a Branch/Cadre/Specialisation, subsequent stage of selection process (SSB, 
Medical & Meriting) will be exclusively for that Branch/Cadre/Specialisation. 
(viii) Technical Branch candidates, mentioned above at Para 2 Ser. No. (c) & (d) can also be allotted Air 
Technical Specialisation and will be appointed as Air Technical Officers by IHQ MoD (Navy). 
(ix)  Candidates with BE/B. Tech degree in ‘avionics’ will be eligible for Air Technical branch only. 
(x)  No equivalent stream of (BE/B Tech) other than as mentioned in Para 2 above will be considered 
valid for selection process at any stage.    

3. Age. Born between 02 Jul 1995 to 01 Jul 1998 both dates inclusive.   
4. Minimum percentage on Joining INA. Candidate must have minimum of 60% marks in overall 
aggregate on completion of regular BE/B Tech or integrated course.  The candidate failing to meet 
minimum cut off percentage will not be permitted to join INA Ezhimala.  
HOW TO APPLY   
5. Online (e-application). Whilst filling up the e-application, it is advisable to keep the relevant     
documents readily available to enable the following:- 

(a)  Correct filling up of personal particulars. Details are to be filled up as given in the Matriculation   
Certificate. 

   (b)   Fields such as e-mail address, mobile number are mandatory fields and need to be filled. 
   (c)  All relevant documents (preferably in original) date of birth proof (10th & 12th certificate), 10th 

marksheet, 12th marksheet and marksheets till 5th /7th semester of regular BE/ B Tech and Integrated 
Course respectively, BE/ B Tech CGPA to % conversion formula and a recent passport size colour 
photograph should be scanned for attaching the same while filling up the application.Ê

   (d)   If any application with scanned document is not legible/ readable for any reason, it will be rejected.  
(e)   Print 2 copies of this filled application form which have system generated application number.     
Carry one copy of application during Campus Interview. Another copy of application is to be carried 
alongwith original documents/certificates as mentioned in Para 5(c) above while appearing for SSB.    

Note:-  
(i) Candidates are to register and fill application on the recruitment website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in. The Candidates are to apply from 30 Jun 18 to 30 Jul 18. 

    (ii) Please read the instructions given on the website carefully before submitting your e-application. 
    (iii) Obtain signature of the Principal/Dean/HoD on the declaration given at the end of the application. 
    (iv) Only one application form to be submitted/uploaded by candidate. If candidate has submitted        
    Duplicate Application, his/her candidature will be cancelled at any stage of Selection process. 
    (v) Your application is subject to subsequent scrutiny and the application can be rejected, if found  
    INELIGIBLE/INVALID at any point of time.  
 MEDICAL STANDARDS   
6. The candidate can apply if meeting the following medical standards (with correlated weight as per 
height and age):-  

Sl. 
No. Branch/Cadre Min Height (in cms) Eye Sight Correctable with 

glasses Male Female 
(a) Executive (General Service) 157 - 6/12, 6/12 6/6 both eyes 
(b) Electrical/ Engineering Branch 157 - 6/24, 6/24 6/6 both eyes 
(c) IT 157 - 6/60, 6/60 6/6 both eyes 
(d) Naval Architecture (NA) 157 152 6/60, 6/60 6/6, 6/12  

Note: -  
(i)    All candidates recommended by SSB will have to undergo medicals as per extant regulation. There 
will be no relaxations. 
(ii) Tattoo. Permanent body tattoos are not permitted on any part of the body, however, certain         
concessions are permitted to candidates belonging to tribal communities/from tribal areas as declared 
by the Government of India. For other candidates permanent body tattoos are only permitted on inner 
face of forearms i.e. from inside of elbow to wrist and on the reverse side of palm/back (dorsal) side of 
hand. Details in this regard are available on the naval recruitment website:                                        
www. joinindiannavy.gov.in 

(iii) Candidates from the following regions are granted relaxation in height. In this regard domicile is to be 
mentioned. 

Sl. 
No. 

Category Min Height (in cms) 
Male Female 

(a) Gorkhas, Assamese, Garhwali, Kumaoni, Uttarakhand and Nepal 152 cm 147 cm 
(b) A & N Islands, Lakshadweep Minicoy (locals) 155 cm 150 cm 
(c) Bhutan, Sikkim & North East Region 152 cm 147 cm 
(d) Tribals from Ladhakh Region 155 cm 150 cm Ê

THE NAVY OFFERS YOU  
7. Promotions & Pay Scale. Promotion from Sub-Lieutenant to Commander is on time scale basis subject 
to completion of mandatory courses, sea time and medical conditions. The Pay Scale and promotion criteria 
are as follows:-  

RANK PAY AS PER DEFENCE MATRIX LEVEL MSP 
Sub Lieutenant(SLt) 56100-110700 10 15500 
Lieutenant(Lt) 61300-120900 10B 15500 
Lieutenant Commander (Lt Cdr) 69400-136900 11 15500 
Commander (Cdr)  121200-212400 12A 15500 Ê

8. Privileges.  Free Medical Facilities for Self & Dependants, Canteen Facilities, Mess/Club/Sports 
Facilities, Furnished Govt. Accommodation & Car/Housing Loan at subsidised rate.   
9. Group Insurance & Gratuity. Insurance cover (on contribution) of Rs. 75 lakhs for all branches is 
applicable. Gratuity will be granted to the officers as per the latest rules in force.  
10. Leave Entitlements. On Commission, officers are entitled to 60 days annual and 20 days casual leave 
every year (subject to service exigencies). Leave during training period will be as per the extant training 
policy in force. They are also entitled for 40% rail concession to any place & free travel (as per extant rules) 
for self & dependents.  
11. Adventure & Sports. The Navy provides facilities for various sports. In addition, one can also learn and   
participate in adventure sports, such as river rafting, mountaineering, hot air ballooning, hang gliding, wind 
surfing etc.  
DUTIES OF OFFICERS  
12. Please visit website www.joinindiannavy.gov.in for information on duties of Offices for   respective 
Branch/Specialization/Cadre.    
SELECTION PROCEDURE  
13. The eligible candidates will have to undergo Naval Campus Selection process. The Candidates 
qualifying the campus interview will be shortlisted for SSB interview on the basis of his/her preference for 
the entry, subject to meeting the eligibility criteria for particular entry.  In case of excess candidates        
IHQ-MoD (Navy) reserves the right to further shortlist and fix cut-off percentage.  
14. Candidates  shortlisted  during  campus  interview  will  be  called  for  SSB  interview  at            
Bangalore/Bhopal/Coimbatore/Visakhapatnam/Kolkata between Dec 18 to Apr 19. Selected candidates will 
be informed about their selection for SSB interview on their E-mail as provided by candidates in their 
application form.  
15. Conduct of SSB.   

(a)  The total duration of SSB interview is five days consisting of two stages. Stage I (day one) and 
Stage II (four days). Stage I test consisting of Officer Intelligence Rating (OIR) Test, Picture  Perception 
and Discussion test (PPDT) will be conducted on the first day. Candidate who fails to qualify in Stage I 
will be routed back home on the same day. Stage II tests will comprise of Psychological testing, Group 
Task, Group Discussion and Personal Interview. No compensation will be paid in case of any injury 
sustained as a result of tests. Successful candidates will thereafter undergo Special Medical            
Examination for approximate duration of 05 days at nearest military    hospital. 
(b)  Candidates recommended by the SSBs and declared medically fit, will be appointed for training 
based on All India Merit depending on the number of vacancies. 
(c) Change of SSB centre is not permissible. Any correspondence regarding change of SSB dates is to 
be addressed to the Call-up Officer of the concerned SSB. Award of fresh dates, would be subject to 
availability of date and batches at SSB centre. 
(d) Return First Class (AC III Tier/AC Chair Car) rail fare is admissible for the SSB interview, if appearing 
for the first time for this Commission on production of railway ticket.  Candidates will carry photocopy of 
the first page of pass book or cheque leaf where the name, A/C No & IFSC details are mentioned, while 
appearing for SSB.  

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF SERVICE  
16.  The selected candidates will be appointed in the rank of Sub Lieutenant on the date decided by the 
Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of Defence (Navy) [IHQ-MoD(N)]. The individuals who are granted PC 
will be entitled to a stipend equal to Full Basic Pay of the Rank, while those granted SSC will be entitled for 
a stipend equal to Half Basic Pay of the Rank, for the period from date of appointment to date of reporting at 
Naval Academy. This will be payable as a lump sum stipend at the time of joining INA, Ezhimala for training. 
The individuals will be entitled to normal pay and allowances from the date they report to a Naval    
Establishment for training or from the day the training commences, whichever is later.  
17. Candidates of Short Service Commission for GS(X), NA, IT and GS (Tech) (Engineering & Electrical) will 
serve for 10 years, extendable further by four years in two terms (02 + 02 years).The extension is subject to 
vacancy/Service requirements/performance/ willingness/medical eligibility at that time.   
18.  Candidates of Short Service Commission NA & GS (Tech) may be offered Permanent Commission 
depending  on  vacancies  available,  merit,  performance,  willingness,  medical  eligibility  and  service 
requirements.  
TRAINING OF CANDIDATES APPOINTED  
19. The training is tentatively scheduled to commence in Jun 2019 at Indian Naval Academy, Ezhimala.  
20. Candidates finally selected for UES, will be inducted as Officers in the rank of Sub Lieutenant and 
undergo 22 weeks Naval Orientation Course at the INA Ezhimala, followed by professional training in Naval 
Ships and Training Establishments. In case of Executive (General Service) entry, course duration of NOC at 
INA would be 44 weeks.  
Note:-  
(a)  The officers will be on probation for a period of two years which will commence from the date of grant of 
the rank of Sub Lt and will terminate after two years or on completion of initial training  (whichever is later). 
During probation they are liable to be discharged if their performance is unsatisfactory on professional/ 
medical/disciplinary grounds. 
(b) Only unmarried candidates are eligible for training. Any candidate who is found to be married or marries 
while under training will be discharged and shall be liable to refund full pay & allowances drawn by him/her 
and other expenditure incurred on the candidate by the Government. 
(c)  If the officer voluntarily withdraws from initial training or resigns during the probationary period, he/she 
will be required to refund the cost of training in whole or in part, as may be determined by Govt. & all money 
received by him /her as pay & allowances from the Govt. together with the interest on the said money 
calculated at the rate enforced for govt loans.  
21. Physical fitness. In Naval Academy curriculum, a lot of emphasis is laid on physical fitness. You are 
therefore, advised to build up stamina/physique by physical training, sports, running, swimming etc. so that 
you meet the training goals successfully.                                                                                                                
 

 
 
 ÊÊ
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The terms and conditions, given in this advertisement, are subject to 
change and should, therefore, be treated as guidelines only 

Details are also available on website: www.joinindiannavy.gov.in 
Ê
Ê

Ê

INDIAN NAVY 
UNIVERSITY ENTRY SCHEME (UES) 

COURSE COMMENCING JUN 2019 
 
Ê

Ê
    Scan this QR Code 

     to apply online 
Ê
Ê

Ê

Ê
Ê



11SPORTS
EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Saturday, June 30, 2018

P.V.Sindhu and Kidambi Srikanth

Deontay Wilder

AP/PTI

Belgium’s Adnan Januzaj celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the group G match against England 
at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Kaliningrad Stadium in Kaliningrad, Russia on Thursday, June 28. AP/PTI

Panama’s Roman Torres, left, takes a shot as Tunisia’s Yassine Meriah, right, scores an own goal during the group G match at the 2018 soccer World 
Cup at the Mordovia Arena in Saransk, Russia on Thursday, June 28.

EM Images

Players of Charity School and St.Paul Phesama vying for the ball during the ongoing 2nd Kohima District Inter-
School Football Tournament at the Khuochiezie ground in Kohima on Friday.

World Cup: Belgium pip 
England to top Group G

Khazri strike ends Tunisia’s 40-year 
World Cup match victory drought

Kohima District Inter-School Football TournamentSindhu, Srikanth enter Malaysia Open semis

Fellaini signs new United contract 
to end speculation over future

Joshua promoter challenges Wilder 
to sign contract for Wembley clash

Murray in Wimbledon draw; 
faces Paire first round

Holy Family HSS, Mt.Carmel, and St. Paul School enters second round

Kaliningrad (Russia), June 
29 (IANS): Belgium topped 
Group G after beating Eng-
land 1-0 here on Thursday 
in a clash between teams 
who had already qualified 
for the FIFA World Cup pre-
quarterfinals.

Adnan Januzaj’s 51st 
minute strike proved to be 
the difference between the 
teams who were playing 
their third and final Group 
G game.

With this win, Belgium 
took their points tally to 
nine, while England have 
six points as they finished 
top-two in this group to 
enter the second round. In 
the next round, Belgium will 
meet Japan, while England 
will take on Colombia.

In Saransk, Tunisia de-
feated Panama 2-1 in the 
other game of the group 
to finish third with three 
points from three games. 
Tunisia and debutants Pan-
ama are eliminated from 
the tournament.

Against Tunisia and 
Panama, both England and 
Belgium had brilliant re-
cords in the two rounds 
of group matches, which 
ensured them early tickets 
to the round of 16.

Level on points, goal 
difference and goals scored, 
Thursday’s game was de-
cisive for the ranking.AA 
Both teams played a much 
changed starting XIs, with 
England resting eight of 
their players from the pre-

vious match and Belgium 
nine.

England started the 
game with more posses-
sion, but it was Belgium 
who appeared more men-
acing. The sixth minute saw 
Belgium’s first threat, when 
Youri Tielemans received 
a pass from the right and 
slammed at the net from 
about 23 meters away. Ever-
ton goalkeeper Jordan Pick-
ford made an excellent save.

Four minutes later, 
Januzaj delivered a cross 
to Marouane Fellaini, who 
nodded on it. Pickford tried 
to save but the ball rolled 
through him towards the 
line. It was Chelsea defender 
Gary Cahill who managed a 
last-second clearance.

Belgium gradually 
shifted the balance there-
after. Michy Batshuayi, the 
Borussia Dortmund for-
ward who had a stoppage-
time goal against Tunisia, 
caused chaos for England 
before the half-hour mark, 
which was later joined by 
Fellaini and Januzaj. It took 
some efforts from John 
Stones, Loftus-Cheek and 
Rashford to save the team 
amid scramble.

Shortly after that Trent 
Alexander-Arnold won a 
free-kick. He found Lof-
tus-Cheek, who flicked the 
header wide.

The deadlock was bro-
ken six minutes into the 
second half, as Januzaj cut 
in from the right, passed 
over Tottenham Hotspur 
defender Danny Rose and 
thwacked a shot into the 
left corner of the net.

England almost equal-
ized 15 minutes later, with 
the dribbling Marcus Rash-
ford facing Belgium’s goal-
keeper one-to-one. It was 
the best chance for England 
but the Manchester United 
striker had his shot right 
wide.

They went close against 
10 minutes before the full-
time stroke with a free-kick 
27 meters from the goal. 
Rashford aimed at the top-
right corner but the ball 
flew over the bar.

Then Ruben Loftus-
Cheek blazed down the 
right, before curling the 
shot again over the bar.

When it came to stop-
page time, Belgium nearly 
doubled the lead. Substi-
tute striker Dries Mertens 
lashed a dipping strike 
which was palmed out by 
Pickford.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 29 (EMN): 
Holy Family Higher Sec-
ondary School, Mount Car-
mel and St. Paul School 
Phesama won their respec-
tive matches on Friday to 
enter the second round 
of the ongoing 2nd Ko-
hima District Inter-School 
Football Tournament at 
the Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima.

In the first match, Holy 
Family Higher Secondary 
School defeated Don Bosco 
School Tseminyu 2-1. Hon-
wen gave the early lead in 
5th minute for Holy Family 
School, but the goal was cut 
short as Shatilo Sen scored 
an equaliser in the 25th 
minute for Don Bosco.

In the second half, 
Honwen doubled the lead 
in the 49th minute to give 
the win for Holy Family 
School.

Mount Carmel edged 
passed CD Kings, HSS Jot-
soma 3 - 1 in the second 
match. Namzuchibe, Rovi-

Saransk (Russia), June 29 
(IANS): Wahbi Khazri struck 
a second-half winner as Tu-
nisia secured their first win 
in FIFA World Cup after 40 
years by overcoming debu-
tants Panama 2-1 in a group 
G clash here on Thursday.

Yassine Meriah gifted 
Panama the lead by turning 
the ball into his own net 
before Fakhreddine Ben 
Youssef equalized just af-
ter halftime. Khazri com-
pleted the turnaround just 
after the hour mark with his 
second goal of the tourna-
ment, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

The North African side’s 
last victory in football’s flag-

ship event was a 3-1 defeat 
of Mexico in Argentina in 
1978.

The result had no bear-
ing on the final Group G 
standings as both teams 
were already eliminated 
from the competition. Bel-
gium topped the group 
with nine points after their 
1-0 win over England, who 
finished second with six 
points. Tunisia go home 
with three points while Pan-
ama were last in the group 
with three straight losses.

Tunisia looked the bet-
ter team early here but 
Naim Sliti and Ben Youssef 
both spurned chances to 
put their team ahead.

Panama scored against 
the run of play just after the 
half-hour mark when Jose 
Luis Rodriguez’s long-range 
shot deflected off Meriah, 
giving goalkeeper Aymen 
Mathlouthi no chance.

Tunisia continued to 
surge forward in numbers 
and Panama had captain 
Roman Torres to thank 
when he booted clear Khaz-
ri’s second effort after his 
initial attempt was blocked 
by goalkeeper Jaime Pene-
do.

Tunisia equalised six 
minutes after the restart 
when Sliti set up Khazri on 
the right before the Rennes 
forward pulled the ball back 

to Ben Youssef, who stabbed 
a shot into the left corner.

Ben Youssef should have 
scored again two minutes 
later but sent a shot straight 
at Penedo when he had only 
the goalkeeper to beat.

Panama were under 
sustained attack and there 
was a sense of inevitabil-
ity about the goal that put 
them behind in the 66th 
minute.

Oussama Haddadi be-
gan the move with a slide-
rule pass from the left and 
Khazri was perfectly posi-
tioned at the far post to fire 
in his 14th international 
goal.

tuo and Bijoy were the goal 
scorer of the Mount Carmel 
team, while Nekhrie scored 
the lone goal for Jotsoma 

team.
While  in  the  third 

match, Skipper of St. Paul 
School Phesama, Keleze 

scored four goals as St. Paul 
School Phesama thrashed 
Charity School Kohima 7-0 
in a goal fest encounter.

London, June 29 (AFP): 
Marouane Fellaini signed a 
new two-year contract with 
Manchester United on Fri-
day, ending speculation the 
Belgium midfielder would 
join Arsenal.

Fellaini’s United deal 
was due to expire this 
weekend and Arsenal’s 
new boss Unai Emery was 
reported to have made an 
approach to sign him.

Having originally of-
fered Fellaini only a one-
year contract,  United 
extended their deal by a 
further season and that 
was enough to convince 
the 30-year-old to remain 
at Old Trafford.

Fellaini’s new contract 
has the option to extend 
for a further 12 months 
after the two years have 
expired.

“I am pleased to be 
continuing my jour-
ney as a Manchester 
United player,” he 

told United’s website.
“I made this decision 

because I am very happy 
here. Also, I feel like this 
team, under Jose, still has a 
lot we want to achieve.

“I would like to say a 
s p e c i a l  t h a n k 
you to Jose 
(Mourinho) 
f o r  t h e 
faith he 
has al-
w a y s 
shown 
i n 
me.”

Fellaini, currently on 
World Cup duty with Bel-
gium, joined United from 
Everton in 2013, making 
156 appearances and scor-
ing 20 goals.

He has won the FA Cup, 
the League Cup and the 
Europa League during his 

time with United.
The towering mid-

fielder is well liked by 
United manager Jose 

Mourinho, who insisted 
he always expected Fellaini 
to stay.

“I am very happy Ma-
rouane is  s tay-

i n g  w i t h  u s,” 
Mourinho said.

“I  a lways 
b e l i e v e d  i n 
his desire to 
stay with the 
club and I 
am delight-
ed that he 
has signed 

a new con-
tract.”

Kuala Lumpur, June 29 
(IANS): Seasoned Indian 
shuttlers P.V. Sindhu and 
Kidambi Srikanth stormed 
into the $700,000 Malay-
sia Open semi-finals after 
registering straight game 
victories in their respec-
tive women’s and men’s 
quarter-final matches in 
Bukit Jalil here on Friday.

Rio Olympics silver 
medallist Sindhu overcame 
a stiff challenge before 
taming reigning Olympic 
champion Carolina Marin 
22-20, 21-19 in a fiercely-
fought 53-minute quarter-
final clash while Srikanth 
hardly broke into sweat 
while beating France’s Brice 
Leverdez 21-18, 21-14.

Fourth seed Srikanth, 
who won a silver medal at 
the Gold Coast Common-
wealth Games, dumped 
world no 22 Leverdez 21-
18 21-14 in a 39-minute 
clash at the Axiata Arena in 
Bukit Jalil, a suburb in Kuala 
Lumpur.

The Indian had also 
beaten the French in three 
games at the All England 
Championship this year.

Keleze (11) scored the 
fastest hat-trick scorer of 
the tournament as he com-
pleted his hat-trick in the 
24th. He opened the scor-
ing in the 3rd, 8th and the 
24th minute to complete 
his hat-trick and also add-
ed his fourth goal in the 
27th minute. He also be-
comes the third hat-trick 
scorer of the tournament.

S t .  P a u l ’s  p l a y e r 
Mhasineizo scored a brace 
with his goal coming in 
the 26th and 47th minute, 
while Kedosekho and Kev-
iselhou also added a goal 
each for St. Paul to com-
plete the riot.

Saturday’s matches  
1st match - St.Mary’s Ca-
thedral vs Ministers’ Hills 
Baptist Higher Secondary 

School at 11:00 am
2nd match - Mt. Sinai 

Higher Secondary School 
vs Riizhiikhrie GHSS at 

12:40 pm
3rd match - Northfield vs 
Dr.Neilhouzhii GHSS at 

2 pm

The 25-year-old Sri-
kanth will take on former 
world no 2 and 2015 world 
championship bronze 
medallist Kento Momota of 
Japan in the race to the final 
of the world tour super 750 
tournament on Saturday.

Later in the day, the 
clash between third seed 
Sindhu and former world 
No.1 Carolina witnessed 
a close contest in the first 
game, that saw both shut-
tlers going neck and neck 
before the Indian kept her 
nerve to pocket it.

The second game too 
went about in similar fash-
ion, with the Spaniard mak-

ing a quick recovery but 
somehow failed to get the 
momentum going against 
the lanky Hyderabadi.

This was Sindhu’s fifth 
win over the former World 
Champion in 11 meetings 
and third in the last four.

The 22-year-old Indian 
will next take on top seed 
and World No.1 Tai Tzu Ying 
of Chinese Taipei, who has a 
remarkable 8-3 advantage 
in career meetings and has 
beaten the Indian in their 
last four matches. 

The last time Sindhu 
won against the Chinese 
Taipei girl was at the 2016 
Rio Olympics.

Bengaluru, June 29 (Re-
uters): World Boxing Coun-
cil ( WBC) heavyweight 
champion Deontay Wilder’s 
contract to fight unified 
world champion Anthony 
Joshua is “still live” and the 
bout could take place at 
Wembley in April next year, 
Joshua’s promoter Eddie 
Hearn has said.

Talks for a showdown 
between Joshua and Wild-

er broke down earlier this 
week after the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) told the 
Briton to agree terms for 
a mandatory title defence 
against Russia’s Alexander 
Povetkin with “immediate 
effect” or risk losing his 
WBA title. Wilder accused 
Joshua on social media of 
not willing to fight for all 
the world heavyweight titles 
but Hearn dismissed the 

London, June 29 (Reuters): 
Twice former champion 
Andy Murray has kept 
alive his hopes of playing 
at Wimbledon after being 
included in Friday’s draw.

The 31-year-old only 
returned to action last week 
after almost a year out with 
the right hip problem that 
required surgery in Austra-
lia in January.

He has played three 
matches since, losing to 
Nick Kyrgios at Queen’s 
Club and fellow Briton 
Kyle Edmund this week at 
Eastbourne having taken a 
wildcard to test his fitness.

Murray, winner of Wim-
bledon in 2013 and 2016, 
has said he would only play 
at next week’s champion-
ships if he was certain he 
could be competitive and 
face five-set matches.

The Scot is unseeded 
having slipped to 156th in 
the rankings and his first 
test will be against France’s 

claim saying the American 
was yet to sign the contract.

“The contract is still 
live, it’s still valid, it’s sitting 
on your (Deontray Wilder) 
manager’s desk,” Hearn 
told Sky Sports news.

“Apparently you only 
had two minor comments 
that you couldn’t even send 
us, so send them now, or 
sign the contract and we 
will sign the contract before 
your ink is dry.”

Hearn stressed on the 
importance of the bout 
against Povetkin, calling it 
a “dangerous” fight which 
the IBF, WBA and WBO 
world heavyweight cham-
pion will need to be at the 
top of his game for.

“We want to beat Povet-
kin, we want it to be the 
undisputed fight, but this 
is a tough fight against Al-
exander Povetkin, but I 
believe Joshua beats every 
heavyweight,” he added.

Benoit Paire.
Paire was also Murray’s 

last opponent at Wimble-
don, beating him in the 
fourth round last year be-
fore losing to Sam Querrey 
in the quarter-finals.

Murray did not play 
again in 2017 after his Wim-
bledon exit, pulling out of 
the U.S. Open at the last 
minute, and he eventually 
opted for surgery in Janu-
ary.

Murray is expected to 
practise at Wimbledon on 
Friday as he assesses his 
fitness.
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Brazil left-back Marcelo likely 
to be fit for Mexico clash

France considers how to stop 
Messi ahead of Argentina clash

Sochi, June 29 (IANS): 
Brazil have received a 
boost ahead of their FIFA 
World Cup pre-quarter-
final against Mexico with 
news that defender Mar-
celo is expected to play 
after overcoming a back 
problem.

The Real Madrid left-
back was forced off in the 
10th minute of Brazil's 
2-0 victory over Serbia on 
Wednesday after suffer-
ing a back spasm, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Brazil team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar said the 

30-year-old is making en-
couraging progress as he 
undergoes daily phys-
iotherapy at the team's 
Sochi training base.

"We are going to ob-
serve him a little more to 
see how he is in the next 
24 hours," Lasmar told 

reporters on Friday.
Monday's clash in Sa-

mara will be the fifth time 
that Brazil and Mexico 
have met in the World Cup 
finals. Brazil have won 
three of the teams' previ-
ous encounters and there 
has been one draw.

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

Kazan (Russia), June 29 
(AP): Like any other team 
facing Argentina, France 
faces the Lionel Messi ques-
tion: How to stop the five-
time world player of the 
year?

Unlike many of its rivals 
at the World Cup, though, 
France has an answer: a 
center-half pairing of Ra-
phael Varane and Samuel 
Umtiti.

France, which plays Ar-
gentina for a spot in the 
quarterfinals on Saturday 
in Kazan, has been misfiring 
since the start of the tour-
nament, scoring just three 
goals in its group matches. 
But the French defense, 
marshalled by the pair of 
Spanish league players, has 
been solid, having conced-
ed just once.

Umtiti knows Messi ex-
tremely well because he 
trains with the Argentina 
great at Barcelona on a day-
to-day basis. Varane, a regu-
lar starter for Real Madrid, 
has vast experience of play-
ing against Messi.

''I see him every day. It 
is very hard to stop him,'' 
Umtiti said. ''He's got out-
standing qualities.''

Asked if these defend-
ers' knowledge would give 
France an edge against the 
two-time World Cup cham-
pions, France coach Didier 
Deschamps said it could be 
useful.

''Hopefully I can give 
you a positive answer af-
ter the game,'' Deschamps 
said. ''Knowing him from 
the Spanish league will not 
make the difference, but 

having played against him, 
similar situations could re-
peat themselves.''

After a difficult start 
to the tournament, Messi 
come to life during the 2-1 
win over Nigeria in Argen-
tina's last group game, scor-
ing an exquisite goal from a 
long pass over the defense. 
This goal aside, his team-
mates have been struggling 
to set him up properly.

''He is different with 
Argentina than with Barce-
lona,'' Umtiti said. ''He 
does not have the same 
players with him, and 
their way of playing 
is different but he has 
saved them on several 
occasions.''

Umtiti, who has 21 
caps for France, will start 
in the heart of the French 
defense alongside 
Varane. De-
s c h a m p s 
t o l d  a 
p r e s s 
confer-
ence Fri-
day that 
B e n -
j a m i n 

Mendy 
w o u l d 
not play 
at left-back 
because of an 
unspeci f ied 
m u s c u l a r 
injury. The 
means Lucas 
Hernandez 
would likely 
start at left 

back and Benjamin Pavard 
on the right.

While acknowledging 
Messi's exceptional skills, 
Deschamps insisted his 
players will also need to 
focus on Argentina's other 
qualities, and notably Javier 
Mascherano's experience as 
a holding midfielder.

As a player, Deschamps 
was confronted with a simi-
lar problem when France 
beat a Brazil team led by 

Ronaldo 3-0 to win 
the 1998 World 

Cu p.  Ro n -
a l d o  w a s 
a r g u a b l y 
the world's 
best striker 
at the time, 
w i t h  h i s 

speed and 
f a s t  c r o s s -

o v e r s 

making him nearly unstop-
pable. The French squad 
spent hours studying ''El 
Fenomeno'' before the final 
at the Stade de France.

''Ronaldo and Messi 
are two immense players, 
with a totally different style, 
but their influence on their 
teams is quite similar,'' Des-
champs said. ''We are facing 
an extraordinary player, we 
need to be careful and make 
sure we give our players a 
maximum of information. 
With the talent he has, the 
smallest thing can create a 
spark, his unpredictability 
sets him apart.''

Deschamps also hopes 
his strikers will finally live 
up to expectations after a 
forgettable group stage to 
exploit Argentina's lack of 
defensive pace.

Despite its immense 
attacking potential, France 
has failed do far in Russia 
to reproduce the intensity 
that carried Les Bleus to the 
European championship 
final two years ago.

Atletico Madrid forward 
Antoine Griezmann, the top 
scorer at the Euros who was 

expected to lead France's 
attack, has been a target 
of the French media fol-
lowing three unimpres-

sive showings.
''He had a difficult 

start,'' Deschamps said. 
''But the 65 minutes he 
played against Denmark did 
him good, he needs to keep 
playing to find the right 
rhythm. Obviously France 
needs him at his best. He 
is doing his best to make it 
happen.''

ROUND OF 16 SEMI-FINALS FINAL

JULY 15  (8:30 PM)

JULY 10  (11:30 PM)

THIRD PLACE PLAY OFF 
JULY 14  (7:30 PM)

JULY 11  (11:30 PM)

JUNE 30  (7:30 PM)

FRANCE

ARGENTINA

URUGUAY

PORTUGAL

JUNE 30  (11:30 PM)

SPAIN
RUSSIA

JULY 1 (7:30 PM)

DENMARK

CROATIA

JULY 1 (11:30 PM)

MEXICO
BRAZIL

JULY 2 (7:30 PM)

BELGIUM

JAPAN

JULY 2 (11:30 PM)

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

JULY 3 (7:30 PM)

COLOMBIA
ENGLAND

JULY 3 (11:30 PM)

QUARTER-FINALS
FIFA WORLD CUP 2018 KNOCKOUT ROUND

JULY 6  (7:30 PM)

JULY 6  (11:30 PM)

JULY 7  (7:30 PM)

JULY 7  (11:30 PM)


