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(L-R) Vishu Rita Krocha, Neiphiu Rio, and Vingunuo Talie during the launch of the poetry collection in 
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NSCN (K)-Assam Riffles violence 
spread across Nagaland and Myanmar 

‘Society is empowered by the 
writings of its thinkers’ – Rio 

Ad hoc teachers to begin 
indefinite hunger strike today
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fish seized in Dimapur
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68.79 per dollar One year of GST: Long way to go for a simple, uniform tax regime

AR attacks NSCN (K) camp in Myanmar
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Hey, can you get some 

formalin for me?

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 28 (EMN):  A 
team of the 7th Assam Rifles (AR) 
patrolling between Akhegwo 
village in Meluri sub division 
of Phek district and Ngoromi 
village in Kiphire district was 
attacked by suspected NSCN (K) 
activists with an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) en route to 
Kiphire town from Meluri town 
on June 28.

According to the officer in 
charge of Meluri police station, 
the incident occurred around 1: 
40 pm. He informed that the last 
truck of the convoy was attacked 
with an IED resulting in minor 
injuries to one of the soldiers.

Imphal/Kohima, June 28 (IANS): In 
another strike, Indian Army com-
mandos have attacked a NSCN-K 
camp in Myanmar, inflicting some 
casualties, an army source said on 
Thursday.

"A team of 12 para commandos 
attacked a check post of the NSCN-
K (National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland-Khaplang) situated in the 
vicinity of its Shwelo camp inside 
Myanmar on Wednesday. The gun-
fight continued for half hour," an 
army official told IANS. 

The rebels suffered at least four to 
five casualties, he said, adding there 

was no casualty on the army side. 
The commandos were equipped 
with rocket launchers, mortars and 
automatic grenade launcher to carry 
out the strike, he said, adding the 
operation lasted for two hours after 
being started at 2 p.m. 

According to the official, the area 
of operation was 3 km beyond border 
pillar 151 on the India-Myanmar 
border across Nagaland's Mon dis-
trict. The pursuit of the rebels was 
undertaken after three Assam Rifles 
personnel and three others were 
wounded in an ambush by NSCN-K 
rebels in Mon on June 18.

NSCN-K's Deputy Minister, 
'Colonel' Isak Sumi, confirmed that 
Indian Army "in huge numbers" 
crossed Chenmoh village and arrived 
at the international boundary some 
kilometres away from the "Naga 
Army" (NSCN-K) forward post, but 
were detected.

"On realisation that their pres-
ence has already been detected they 
resorted to blank firings randomly 
for several minutes to which the 
Naga Army responded and pre-
vented any further advance. Casual-
ties could not be ascertained," Sumi 
wrote on his Facebook page.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 28 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on Thursday released 
a book ‘I Have A Dream,’ 
a collection of poems au-
thored by 16 year-old Vin-
gunuo Talie, during a pro-
gramme at Hotel Vivor in 
Kohima.

Speaking during the oc-
casion, the chief minister 
said it was not a common 
talent to have the capacity 
of writing down thoughts 
and the experiences that 
one lives through in life. He 
congratulated Talie and en-
couraged her to expand her 
gift and write more poems 
and books in the future to 
ignite the mind of readers.

Rio said that there was 
very little privilege, support 
or facilities before. How-
ever, he said, the current 
generation is getting their 
due support and opportu-
nity. He observed that there 
are many youths who have 
taken to literature, music, 
and various other forms of 
artistic expression.

“A society is intellec-
tually empowered by the 
writings of its thinkers. The 
habit of penning down one’s 
thoughts and emotions, 
imagination etc is a great 
way to not only explore your 
talent, but it stimulates the 
author’s creativity and ig-
nites the readers’ imagina-
tion. Writings are a powerful 

source of knowledge and 
wisdom,” the chief minister 
said.

Mentioning in brief 
the government’s policy to 
promote artistes and writ-
ers, the chief minister said 
awards for achievement 
in art, literature and music 
will be instituted as such 
disciplines are ‘important 
for civilised life.’ He urged 
the people to pursue these 
forms of art as a profession.

“When you come to 
this level, you are not only 
educated but you are more 
civilised. It is a good indica-
tor of the society,” Rio said. 
He observed that the habit 
of reading had drastically 
come down with advance-
ment of technology and the 
social media. Nonetheless, 
he encouraged the people 
to make reading a habit. 
He informed that a writ-
ers’ event would be held in 
the state later this year. He 
said that the government 
was serious about promot-
ing writers not only in the 
field of creative and literary 
works but also in docu-
menting the rich culture 
and heritage of the Naga 
people.

In her short address, 
Vingunuo Talie said writ-
ing poetry was one of her 
passions even though she 
does not write often. She 
said that some of the poems 
were from own experience 

while some were perspec-
tives. She described her 
book as ‘a packet of mixed 
emotions, love, pain, and 
memories.’

“I was just contemplat-
ing on finding words that 
rhymes at first and then 
slowly I started sharing my 
inner thoughts,” the young 
poetess said.

Talie is a daughter of 
Kechalhoubei from Rusoma 
village. She said to have 
started writing poetry at the 
age of fourteen, and draws 
inspiration from music and 
books. Her debut poetry 
collection ‘I Have A Dream’ 
was illustrated by Ruop-
fuzhazo Dzuvichu.

Delivering the publish-
er’s note, Vishü Rita Kro-
cha of Penthrill Publication 
House said dreams do come 
true if one believes in them 
and works towards achiev-
ing them. She spoke about 
her experience in that she 
took up the publishing ven-
ture as there was less or no 
scope for aspiring writers in 
the state.

“Each time a young writ-
er comes to me with dreams 
of getting published, I am al-
ways impressed by the qual-
ity of their works whether in 
writing or in the art form,” 
said Krocha. “In publishing 
her (Talie’s) book today, I 
also see one of my dreams 
as a publisher becoming a 
reality.”

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 28 (EMN): Two days af-
ter suspending its proposed indefinite 
hunger strike following an ‘assurance’ 
from the government, the All Naga-
land Ad hoc Teachers’ Group (ANATG) 
has resolved to begin a hunger strike 
from June 29.

The decision was taken following 
a meeting in the official residence of 
Tongpang Ozukum, minster for PWD, 
on June 28 called by the School Educa-
tion department. The meeting, it was 
informed, was headed by the minister 
and attended by principal secretary, 
Menukhol John.

When enquired about the outcome 
of Thursday’s meeting, the ANATG’s 
spokesperson Bendang Ozukum said 
that the government had asked for 
more time so that they can engage in 
some intervention steps, but to which 
the group did not comply.

Exasperated by the turn of events 
as the sit-in protest entered its 9th 
day on Thursday, Ozukum said “they 
have come in a little too late and ask-
ing for more time to which we can’t 
comply with their demands for more 
time.” He said that it was only after 
the hunger strike was proposed that 
the cabinet had called for a meeting. 
He said that the teachers had ‘reached 
saturation point’ and were not happy 
with the ‘attitude’ of the government, 
which the teacher said was taking the 
teachers for granted and bluffing them 
all along.

The teacher referred also to the de-
nial of the authorities that they made 
an offer regarding granting pay scale 
to the ANATG. Ozukum firmly main-
tained that the director had offered the 
proposal and following a telephonic 
conversation with the principal sec-
retary in their presence the proposed 
meeting was called on June 27.

As the teachers were not ready to 
accept any offer other than its sole 
demand for regularisation, he said 
that the ANATG didn’t attend, which 
was communicated to the director on 
June 26 evening itself.

With the turn of things during the 
past few days, Ozukum said, the teach-
ers are not in a position to compro-
mise on anything other than for what 
they had been demanding.

Saying that the teachers were dis-
couraged by the way the government 
and department had been handling 
the issue, Ozukum said they had lost 
faith in the system under which they 
work.

“The government is bluffing us 
many times but we won’t be bluffing 
the government,” asserted Ozukum. 
He said they have resolved to start the 
hunger strike from June 29.

It was informed that about 70 
teachers have volunteered to sit for the 
indefinite hunger strike at the direc-
torate of School Education. Ozukum 
informed that the hunger strike would 
be undertaken day and night until the 
teachers’ sole demand is met. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
Apparently the sale of for-
malin-laced fish continues 
to be available in the market 
in Dimapur. The office of the 
chief medical officer (CMO) 
of Dimapur along with the 
Dimapur Municipal Coun-
cil (DMC), district admin-
istration, and Civil Society 
members seized 213 kg of 
formalin-laced fish in and 
around Dimapur town on 
Thur. June 28.

Likewise, the Chumuke-
dima local administration 
along with Food Safety of-
ficials and Civil Society 
members conducted tests 
and found about 700-800 kg 
of fish laced with formalin. 
Chumukedima’s Extra Ad-
ditional Commissioner The-
javizo Nakhro told Eastern 
Mirror that the confiscated 
fish would be disposed off 
on June 29.  

Addressing media per-
sons at the DMC’s office, 
Food Security Officer (FSO) 
Sendong Jamir said that the 
team conducted tests from 
an auction market located 
at Sematilla. The tests were 

on five different species of 
fish from which about 140 kg 
were found positive and were 
seized, it was informed. 

In Duncan Bosti, 35 kg 
of formalin-laced fish were 
seized, while at the Sub Jail 
junction, 35 kg were seized. 
The fish markets at Kher-
mahal and Notun Bosti were 
closed, the FSO said.

"The main source of sup-
ply has stopped for the past 
few days after news of the 
formalin-laced fish seizures 
was publicised so we could 
not collect maximum.”

12, 000 kg of fish are 
supplied from the auction 
market daily and one can 
only imagine the amount 
of formalin-laced fish we 
are consuming, he said. The 
presence of formalin was de-
tected in Catla, Rohu, Pankaj, 
Pami and Pomfret fish, he in-
formed. The seized fish were 
dumped at the DMC dump-
ing site on Thur. evening.  

The DMC’s administrator 
Moa Sangtam suggested that 
the state government find a 
mechanism that would test 
the fish before they are made 
available in the market. 

Mumbai, June 28 (IANS): 
The Indian rupee ended at 
68.79 per dollar on Thurs-
day, after reaching an all 
time low earlier in the day. 
It ended 18 paise weaker 
than the previous close of 
68.61 per dollar, data from 
the website of Foreign Ex-
change Dealers Association 
of India showed.

Earlier in the day it 
touched an all time low and 
breached the 69 per dollar 
mark, due to high crude 
oil prices and weak macro-
economic fundamentals. 
The rupee's last record low 
was 68.87 per dollar, hit on 

New Delhi, June 28 (IANS): Touted as the 
biggest economic reform since Independ-
ence, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
was supposed to replace the complex in-
direct tax system prevalent in the country 
with a more simplified, uniform regime.

As its roll-out completes one year on 
June 30, it can be argued that while India 
has come a long way from a complicated 
taxation system, with over a dozen differ-
ent taxes and many more cesses, GST is 
still far away from an ideal taxation regime.

Also, the one year journey of the GST 
has not been a smooth one either with 
glitches and teething problems experi-
enced from day one. While many of those 
glitches were addressed by a proactive gov-
ernment, some still remain to be resolved 
including simplification of return filing 
and further rationalisation of tax rates.

According to NITI Aayog Vice Chair-
man Rajiv Kumar: "GST has put the econ-
omy on a completely different paradigm 
now because more and more pressure 
will be on people to register under GST 
and bring their economic activity into the 
formal sector."

It is not enough only to analyse the 
one year journey, but it is important to 
understand the future roadmap. While 
many economist would argue that an 
ideal GST structure should have a uni-
versal coverage and a single tax rate, 
most would also agree that it was not 
practical for a country like India with vast 
economic disparities. This is a stand the 
government has also maintained often 
giving the example that "a BMW car and a 
Hawai 'chappal' (flip-flops) can't be taxed 
at the same rate".

However, having six different rates -- 5, 
12, 18 and 28 per cent apart from some 
items being taxed at zero per cent and gold 
at 3 per cent -- makes India's GST one of 

the most complex in the world, something 
acknowledged by the World Bank in its bi-
annual India Development Update report.

"To make things worse, petroleum 
products, power and real estate have been 
kept outside the GST ambit," the report 
noted. It added that not only India has one 
of the largest number of tax slabs, but at 28 
per cent, it has the highest standard GST 
rate in Asia and the second highest in the 
world after Chile.

Soon after the new indirect tax system 
was rolled out, NITI Aayog Member Bibek 
Debroy -- who is now also the chairman of 
the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory 
Council -- had told IANS that "India is a 
long way off from the ideal GST structure 
and it may not get there anytime in the 
near future".

Favouring a maximum of three GST 
rates with all items covered, Debroy had 
said that starting with seven rates, "de-
pending on how you count it", has put 
India in a situation where it may not get to 
the ideal GST.

Fast forward to present. The economy 
is still grappling with the rather high mul-
tiplicity of tax rates while also debating 
bringing petroleum products, electricity 
and other items into the GST net with little 
clarity in the picture.

While there has been expression of in-
tent by the government to merge some of 
the tax slabs, there has been little progress 
on that front so far.

Right from the first day of the roll-out 
on July 1 last year, there were technical 
glitches appearing on the GST Network 
portal causing a lot of hardship to taxpay-
ers in registering on the network. There 
were often instances of the portal not 
being able to take the load of last-minute 
rush to file returns, forcing the government 
to postpone the filing deadlines several 

times.
The glitches also led to export refunds 

piling up, resulting in a grave situation of 
cash crunch for exporters, whose working 
capital was getting blocked. However, to 
address this, the government initiated two 
special fortnight-long drives (extended by 
a few days later) to process pending re-
funds -- one in March and another in June 
-- clearing a major portion of the backlog 
while some still remains.

To address the GST network issues, 
the GST Council has set up a five-member 
ministerial panel headed by Bihar Deputy 
Chief Minister Sushil Modi to oversee its 
functioning and smoothen the process.

"GST is a very huge and complex 
exercise and one has to be honest that 
it could be implemented better and the 
details could have been (better) thought 
through," the NITI Aayog's Kumar told 
IANS.

While there was consensus that no 
reform could be undertaken without some 
glitches and teething problems, which 
could be addressed as we go along, one 
major concern was that GST might lead 
to some loss of revenue, especially for the 
states.

This fear almost came true when GST 
collections fell for two consecutive months 
from over Rs 92,000 crore (later revised to 
Rs 95,132 crore) in September to Rs 83,346 
crore (later revised to Rs 85,931 crore) in 
October, and Rs 80,808 crore (later revised 
to Rs 83,716 crore) in November.

This prompted the GST Council in its 
December meeting to prematurely roll out 
the e-way bill mechanism for inter-state 
movement of goods from February 1 to 
plug gaps and check tax evasion.

The e-way bill portal crashed on Day 
One prompting the government to extend 
the trial period and eventually postpon-

ing the roll-out to April 1. According to the 
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman, in a country 
like India, which is proud of its IT sector, 
there is hardly any excuse for the IT sys-
tems not to work.

However, when the system was rolled 
out the second time on April 1, the tech-
nical issues were sorted out and infra-
structure boosted enough for a smooth 
implementation. The revenue collections 
also picked up subsequently crossing the 
Rs 1 lakh crore mark in March (collected 
in April) -- which was, however, attributed 
to the financial year-end effect -- and then 
again showing credible buoyancy in April 
when it crossed the Rs 94,000 crore.

Kumar said now that the GST has 
stabilised, it would give a massive fillip to 
economic activity.

Finance Secretary Hasmukh Adhia 
said earlier this week that GST had now 
entered a "smooth phase" with good tax 
compliance. He added the priority of the 
government would now be simplification 
of tax return forms. Deloitte India Partner 
Prashant Deshpande said while GST has 
resolved the issues of multiple taxable 
events and double taxation, there are some 
concerns which still need to be addressed.

"On the legislation side, GST can be 
improved by extending it to petroleum 
products, electricity, land and building 
which are currently taxed under old laws... 
The number of tiers in tax rate structure 
are required to be reduced to resolve clas-
sification issues," Deshpande told IANS.

On the execution side, he added, prime 
concern is the GST compliance infrastruc-
ture "which is complex and cumbersome" 
which needs to be replaced with "a simple 
and robust compliance system".  It would 
a while before such a system comes into 
effect. 

(GST competes one year on June 30) 

November 24, 2016.
"A sharp fall in the rupee is 

a panic reaction in response to 
oil price rise and caution by the 
Reserve Bank of India on the 
NPA (non-performing assets) 
situation in banks in its recently 
released financial stability re-
port," said Deepak Jasani, Head 
of Retail Research at HDFC Se-
curities. 

"Escalating trade rhetoric 
between the US and China/EU 
is bringing pressure on Asian 
currencies," Jasani told IANS.

According to Rahul Sharma, 
Senior Research Analyst at Eq-
uity99, if 69.5 level is taken out 
then there might be a sharp 
depreciation in the rupee in 
coming days and it may move 
towards 72 mark in near term.
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Bank in Mumbai donates 
money for project in Nagaland

CII Nagaland to hold workshop 

Livingstone school welcomes freshersTPO affirms support 
to Indo-Naga talks

Kohima’s DC informs depts. 
to furnish information 

Little Flower school reaches out to persons in need

Special prog. for 
NSCN (IM) leaders

Two held with arms

Governor mourns demise of T Ao’s wife 

Secretary of Kalyan Janata Sahakari Bank Ltd, Mohan Agharkar, handing over cheque to the state 
governor, PB Acharya, in Mumbai on June 27

Chairman of the Livingstone Foundation Higher Secondary School, Andrew 
Ahoto, and the director of junior high, Ani Yepthomi, felicitating the winners 
of the Mr and Miss freshers 2018.

Teachers and students of Little Flower Higher Secondary School along with some needy children pose for a group 
photo after distribution of items during its charity week.

Dimapur’s DEO informs to collect scholarship
District education officer (DEO), Dimapur, R Amongla Janir, has informed all those 
merit students who were selected for children education assistant fund (CEAF), 
both fresh and renewal, to collect their scholarship by submitting photo copy of last 
year mark sheet and identity card from Room No. 1 during office hour from July 2.

Home guards hold general meeting
Nagaland Home Guards Service Association (NHGSA) has conducted its general 
meeting on June 27 at central training institute (CTI), Toluvi, in Dimapur district. 
The 1st session was attended by Toshitsungba Aier, director general home guards 
& civil defence, along with L Bendang Lemtur, commandant general of home 
guards & civil defence, and all the ranks and files of the association. The director 
general has extorted the members with words of encouragement and to work 
together as one for better functioning of the department. During the 2nd session, 
the house has discussed on agendas brought by the members.

Committee extends RCM & TDS/TCS time 
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) implementation committee has extended the 
time for reverse charge mechanism (RCM) as well as deduction of tax at source 
(TDS) and collection of tax at source (TCS) till September 30. The decision to this 
effect was taken during its meeting on June 22. The committee has recommended 
that the liability to pay tax on reverse charge basis, under section 9(4) of the 
Nagaland Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017, section 5(4) of the Integrated Goods 
and Services Tax Act, 2017 and section 7(4) of the Union Territory Goods and 
Services Tax Act, 2017 be deferred till September 30. It further recommended that 
the provisions for deduction of tax at source (TDS) under section 51 of the NGST 
Act and collection of tax at source (TCS) under section 52 of the NGST Act would 
remain suspended till September 30. 

Brahmaputra board reschedules meeting
The propose 66th meeting of the Brahmaputra Board at Niathu Resort, 7th Mile, 
Dimapur, on June 29 at 11 am has been rescheduled at 9 am on the same date 
and venue. The meeting is being hosted by the state department of irrigation and 
flood control. All the concerned members are asked to take note of the changes 
and make it convenient to attend the meeting without fail.

Dimapur volleyball association convenes meeting
Dimapur district volleyball association (DDVA) has convened a meeting on June 30 
at DDSC complex, Room No. 5 at 4 pm. The association general secretary, L Thoyba 
Rongmei has requested all the office bearers and executive members to attend 
the meeting without fail.

Nchangram students to felicitate achievers
All Nchangram Students’ Union (ANSU) has announced to hold a felicitation 
programme for meritorious students and election of new executives on July 6 in 
Nchangram village. The union general secretary, Wipiwangbo Nring, has requested 
all the members and well-wishers to attend the programme. 

Panso police station gets new building 
Advisor of fisheries, evaluation, economic & statistics, L Khumo has inaugurated 
a new police station building in Panso on June 27. The programme was chaired by 
OC Panso, T Jongsen, UBSI, while the welcome address was delivered by president 
of Pathso area GBs’ union, K Pukho. Special song was presented by K Sukho & co. 
Short speech on behalf of the department was delivered by Neiba Newmei, senior 
superintendent of police, Tuensang, followed by cultural presentations.

Offices asked to submit activity programmes 
District planning officer and member secretary of Kohima district planning 
and development board (DPDB), Heinswading has informed all the head of 
departments in the district to submit their respective activity programmes and 
status to his office at the earliest. The notification was issued to incorporate the 
activities and status in the district profile of district planning and development 
board 2018-2019.

Onsite training on GST for account officers
National institute of financial management (NIFM), Faridabad, in collaboration 
with the state taxes department, has announced to conduct an onsite training 
on GST in two batches in the conference hall of the directorate of treasuries 
and accounts, Kohima, on July 10 and 11 from 10 am onwards. According to the 
commissioner of taxes, the training for officers of state accounts cadre under 
directorate of treasuries and accounts would be held on July 10, while for DDOs 
of all directorate on July 11. The commissioner has further informed all HoDs to 
direct the concerned officers to attend the proposed meeting without fail.

Compensation for affected land owners
Deputy commissioner, Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel has informed that 
compensation for affected landowners for land, building and other items due to 
New Broad Gauge (BG) railway for Piphema/ Pherima village would paid in his 
office on July 2 from 10 am onwards. In this regards, he has informed the chairmen, 
head GB and members of the concerned village councils to be present in person 
for identification of landowners and beneficiaries during disbursal of cheques, 
failing which, payment would be withheld. He has further informed all the affected 
landowners and beneficiaries to come in person along with identity proof, bank 
passbook (original), 5 nos of passport photo. He stated that payment to any other 
representative other the concerned person would not be entertained.

Councils’ union supports Lotha hoho
Englan Range Village Councils’ Union, in its meeting at the ongoing Wokha-
Merapani road, has assured full co-operation to the decision of the Lotha hoho. It 
was of the unanimous decision that the ongoing work should be done as per the 
guideline and specification. The union has also inspected the ongoing work on 
June 26 and further decided to undergo inspection from time to time. Meanwhile, 
the union president, Yanpothung Shitiri, and the general secretary, Robin Kithan, 
have warned against individual/ organisation creating any unwanted situation.

National Lok Adalat on July 14
In pursuance to the direction given by the national legal services authority (NLSA), 
the Dimapur district legal services authority (DDLSA) has decided to conduct the 
National Lok Adalat on bank matters/ MACT & insurance claims, telephone bills/ 
electricity bills/ water bills and criminal compoundable cases on July 14 at district 
court premises, Dimapur. DDLSA chairman Neiko Kanuo and the secretary Ajongba 
Imchen have informed all concerned to bring pre-litigation/ pending cases before 
its front office on or before July 10 for any claims/ cases to be settled in the coming 
National Lok Adalat.

Power shutdown in Zunheboto
Assistant engineer of Mokokchung transmission division has informed electricity 
consumers of Zunheboto district that there would be power shutdown from 8 
am to 5:30 pm on June 29. The shutdown has been necessitated for maintenance 
work to be carried out at 66KV Zunheboto transmission line. All consumers are 
requested to bear with the inconvenience.

KVIC informs PMEGP beneficiaries
The Khadi and village industries commission has informed the bankers, 
beneficiaries, implementing agencies of PMEGP to contact its office at Super 
market complex in Dimapur for settlement of old pending margin money claims, 
if any, prior to 2015-16 and committee’s approval on or before July 31. The 
commission informed that the case will not be entertained after expiry of the 
stipulated time. 

Kohima wards chairmen meeting
The directorate of municipal affairs has convened a second meeting of the 
chairmen of Kohima ward panchayat on June 29 at 2 pm in its conference hall at 
AG Colony, Kohima. All the ward chairmen are requested to attend the meeting. 
They are also directed to bring any available land document for development of 
residential vehicle parking and children play lots. It also requested representatives 
to attend in the absence of chairman. The meeting would deliberate on traffic 
congestion, sanitation and solid waste management and any other agenda.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
Kalyan Janata Sahakari Bank 
Ltd, a progressive urban 
cooperative bank in Ma-
harashtra, has presented a 
cheque of INR 51,000 to the 
state governor, PB Acharya, 
for “Beti Bachao - Beti Pad-
hao” project in Nagaland.

The cheque was handed 
over to the governor by Mo-
han Agharkar, secretary of 
the trust and former chair-
man of the bank, during his 
visit to the bank on June 27.

During interaction with 
the bank board members, 
Acharya has informed about 
the efforts and progress 
made during the last four 
years in North eastern states 
including that of Nagaland. 
Apart from progress made 
in terms of infrastruc-
tural rapid development 
to connect the mainland, 
Acharya stated that many 
programmes have been 
undertaken by the state gov-
ernment with the support of 
central government for fur-
thering integration. He has 
appealed all the members 
to visit ‘wonderful state of 
Nagaland’ and to enjoy the 
hospitality of locals. 

The bank chairman, 
Adv. Suresh Patwardhan 
had felicitated Acharya and 

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
As part of its charity week, 
management, staff and stu-
dents of Little Star Higher 
Secondary School (LSHSS) 
have distributed materi-
als to needy persons in 
and around Dimapur. The 
charity week was observed 
from June 18 to 23 on the 
theme “The ability to give is 
a blessing.” 

The materials, donated 
by the management, staff 
and students of the school, 
were distributed to needy 
persons in Kuda mill colony, 
Grace learning centre and 
vocational institute, Rio 
Sewak colony, Neighbour-
hood children’s home in 
Midland, and to the sani-
tation workers of DMC in 
Midland area. On June 30, 
the school has decided to 

distribute the items to resi-
dents of Ebenezer Home in 
Indisen village, Dimapur.

Charity week was insti-
tuted under the initiative 
of the school’s principal, 
Christina Neikhrienuo, in 
the year 2015. The school 
has since then observed 
charity week for the last 
four years. 

A press release from the 
school’s chairperson Nini 
Sekhose, stated that teach-
ers and students take pride 
in raising gifts for charity 
and getting together for 
a common cause. It add-
ed that charity week has 
opened the eyes of stu-
dents to the needs around 
them and how they could 
be a blessing to those less 
fortunate than them. They 
have experienced the joy of 

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): Council 
of Nagalim Churches (CNC) has 
announced to hold a special pro-
gramme for steering committee 
members and kilonsers on June 30 at 
CHQ Church, Hebron, at 10 am.

A press release issued by CNC 
general secretary, Rev. Seksim Kasar, 
informed that Rev. Fr. Dr. Godfrey 
would be the guest speaker on health 
and the bible. Stating that Dr. Godfrey 
has divine knowledge, it said people 
can learn many ways to healthy living 
and saving lives from him.

CNC has cordially invited all 
the members of the steering com-
mittee and kilonsers to the special 
programme.

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): Kohima 
battalion of the Assam Rifles, during 
mobile vehicle checking, arrested 
two persons with arms near war 
cemetery on June 27.

The accused were identified as 
Alei Phabong and Ganpo Konyak. 
The Assam Rifles personnel recov-
ered one 7 point 65 mm pistol with 
magazine, two 7 point 65 mm live 
rounds and one drug capsule. 

According to Assam Rifles press 
release, the accused have revealed 
that they were in Kohima to plan and 
execute an attack within the town 
and were part of the group involved 
in attacks at Lemposhinga and Aboi 
against Assam Rifles. 

It added that the accused along-
with recovered items were handed 
over to North Police Station, Kohima, 
for further investigation.

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
Tenyimi Peoples’ Organisa-
tion (TPO) has reaffirmed 
support to the ongoing Indo-
Naga political dialogue and 
urged to expedite the process 
for a settlement which is hon-
ourable and acceptable to all 
concerned parties. 

The reaffirmation to this 
effect was made during its 
presidential council meeting 
on June 23 at Tadubi town hall 
and hosted by Mao Council. 

On the impasse within the 
Naga hoho, the organisation 
has noted regretted, which is 
detrimental to the cause of 
the Naga people and negate 
the very purpose of the hoho.

The organisation press 
release issued by its presi-
dent, Timikha Koza, and the 
general secretary, Vipopal 
Kintso stated that TPO is com-
mitted to the Naga people 
living together as a people. 

While maintaining its unbi-
ased, TPO stated that it was 
prepared to strengthen the 
Naga hoho. On the taxi unions 
imbroglio, which has caused 
immense hardship to the 
people, the organisation has 
decided to take up the matter 
and resolve the issue at the 
earliest.

While lauding the Ura 
Academy in developing the 
Tenyidie language and lit-
erature, the house felt that 
it should be made inclusive 
and promoted in all Tenyimi 
areas as it belongs to all the 
ten Tenyimi tribes.

The house also decided 
to constitute constitution 
amendment committee with 
CPO president Kekhwengulo 
as convenor, along with TPO 
secretary (admn) Ashiphri 
as member and TPO general 
secretary Vipopal as ex-officio 
secretary.

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII), Nagaland state 
council, has announced 
to organise a workshop on 
‘eWay Bill & GST’ on June 29 
at hotel Acacia, Dimapur.

According to a press re-
lease issued CII Nagaland 
state council chairperson, 
C Merenla, the workshop 

would focus on ‘eWay Bill 
& GST and its importance,’ 
‘Demonstration by technical 
experts,’ ‘eWay Bill implica-
tions,’ and ‘Industry perspec-
tive.’

Technical experts from 
the department of taxes and 
industries and commerce 
(NIDC) would give a demon-
stration and help understand 

the nuances of the e-Way 
Bill. Subham Khaitan, CA 
(Kolkata), tax experts, would 
also analyse the impact of 
the eWay Bill & GST and its 
implications for the industry.

The CII Nagaland state 
council has invited interest-
ed entrepreneurs, exporters, 
importers and transporters 
to attend the workshop.

D i m a p u r, Ju n e  2 8 
(EMN): Livingstone 
Foundation Higher Sec-
ondary School (LFHSS) 
has organised its an-
nual freshers’ day on 
June 23 at the school’s 
chapel hall led by Ver-
non Fernandez.

The function be-
gan with an invoca-
tion prayer led by Ms 
Supongbenla, school’s 
counsellor, followed by 
the welcome address 
delivered by Zakir Hus-
sain, coordinator. 

The celebration was 
marked by Mr. & Miss 
Freshers 2018 contest, 
where various enthusi-
astic contestants from 
amongst the fresh batch 
of Grade -XI partici-
pated and showcased 
their mettle in facing 
the crowd and answer-
ing some challenging 
questions posed by the 
judges. In a stiff con-
test, Imsurenla Jamir of 
Grade XI (Science) was 
adjudged as the Miss 
Fresher 2018 while Vili 
P Yepthomi of Grade 
-XI (Arts) was declared 
as the Mr. Fresher 2018. 

The other title win-
ners included Apolu 
Swu as ‘Mr Popular,’ 

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): As Kohima district disaster man-
agement authority (DDMA) will be updating the district 
disaster management plan (DDMP), deputy commissioner 
and chairman DDMA, Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, has 
informed all the concerned departments to furnish necessary 
information.

DC has requested all the concerned line departments to 
furnish all necessary information and details such as data, man 
power (personnel), officer/ person in-charges, infrastructures 
(functional), equipments (functional) and any other resources 
available at their disposal which would be utilised/ activated 
during occurrence of disasters and any emergencies.

The measures has been initiated as disasters are unpredict-
able and bound to occur any moment and for which there was 
a need to develop a district disaster management plan at hand 
in order to prepare and respond to it.

In this regard, the line departments have been asked to 
submit in a systematic format and send the hard copy to his of-
fice and soft copy at y-home@hotmail.com on or before July 15.

Nagaland governor, PB Acharya, has ex-
pressed grief at the demise of Deikim T 
Ao, wife of Dr. T Ao at Kohima on June 27. 

In a condolence message from Raj 
Bhavan, the governor stated that Deikim 
T Ao was a ‘great source’ of strength and 
support to Dr. T Ao and added that her 

loving, caring, and understanding per-
sona cannot be forgotten. 

The governor has conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved family mem-
bers and prayed to the Almighty to 
grant strength and solace to overcome 
the grief.

Mrs Kavita Acharya. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Rat-

nakar Phatak, director, had 
briefed about selfless social 
work undertaken by the vis-
iting dignitary, especially his 

sterling social work in north 
eastern states. 

Dr. Vasant D Kane had 
engaging conversation with 
the visiting dignitary in con-
nection with the progress 

made in Nagaland and other 
neighbouring states. Mad-
husudan Patil, vice chair-
man of the bank, thanked 
the governor for visiting the 
bank and for his guidance.

helping others rather than only 
helping themselves. 

It further stated that par-

ticipating in charity week was 
something to look forward to 
every year during the summer 

months and an activity that the 
school takes up seriously as it 
instil pride in helping others.

Olem Kahdak as ‘Miss Conge-
niality,’ and Imsujungla as ‘Miss 
Beautiful Skin.’ The winners 
were felicitated by the school’s 
chairman, Andrew Ahoto, and 
the director of junior high Ani 
Yepthomi.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, the school’s chairman, 
Andrew Ahoto remarked that 
obstacles and hardships would 
surely come in every phase of 
life and added that those are 
the weapons to lead anyone 
to success. Underscoring the 
importance of hardwork, he 
said that there is no substitute 

for hardwork. 
He also called upon the 

students to always possess a 
positive mindset and to imbibe 
positive values and above all 
to be kind and good human 
beings and to see the best in 
everything.

The other highlights of the 
programme included a special 
number by Kughatovi of Grade 
XII, dance by Kajenkala & Co., 
and Joy of Hearts by Abigail 
Thapa. The programme con-
cluded with the vote of thanks 
proposed by P Mandal, head of 
academics.
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Orenthung and Muthasüyi being welcomed by the organisations in Phek on June 27. 

A section of participants during the training in Kohima on June 27.

Dr. Kevichusa Medikru speaking at a review meeting of the Revised National Tubercolosis Control 
Programme.

Entrepreneurs Associates along with the trainees during the Best wave ten Commencement day programme 
in Kohima.

Pangnyu Phom addressing the Nagaland In-Service Doctors’ Association members at Capital Convention Centre in Kohima.

Health minister calls for dedication, 
transparency in service to humanity

Increase TB detection and cure 
rate — says NHM’s director

Entrepreneurs Associates’ organises 
10th entrepreneur skills training 

Dapcu organises HIV and syphilis test training Project Chaman identifies 
Wokha dist. for citrus plantation 

Phek apex orgs. welcomes new Deputy Commissioner, SP

NTC’s recommendation to state govt. for effective implementation 

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
The minister for the De-
partment of Health and 
Family Welfare (DHFW), 
Pangnyu Phom, called 
for ‘dedication, transpar-
ency, and accountability 
in the service to human-
ity’. He was speaking at 
the inaugural function 
of the annual general 

body meeting of the Na-
galand In-Service Doc-
tors’ Association (NIDA) 
at Convention Centre in 
Kohima on June 28.    

 Phom stated that the 
program officers at the 
department should work 
towards the welfare of 
those who are posted to 
reach interior areas of 

the state.  He also spoke 
about the need of com-
mitment for sincere 
implementation of the 
service rule that was pre-
sented during the func-
tion. Further, he assured 
to work for the welfare 
of the department and 
asked doctors and offic-
ers to cooperate.

The commissioner 
and secretary to the 
department, I Himato 
Zhimomi, appealed the 
gathering to re-dedicate, 
work selflessly, and prior-
itised their time towards 
serving the humanity de-
spite all shortcomings. 

Principal Director of 
DHFW, Dr. Meguosielie 

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): The Na-
galand Tribes Council (NTC) con-
ducted a consultative meeting with 
tribal hohos and civil organisations 
of Nagaland on June 22 in the Red 
Cross Conference Hall in Kohima. 

A press release issued by the 
media cell of the NTC on Thursday 
informed that the meeting covered 
crucial issues confronting the state 
and its citizens. The issues included 
the Nagaland Special Development 
Zone; government proposals for a 
cadastral survey in the state; the Na-
galand Land and Revenue Amend-
ment Act of 1978; the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill of 2016; the issue 
of recognition to the Rongmei tribe, 
and the Bengal Eastern Regulation 
Act (BEFR) 1873. 

According to the updates from 
the NTC, a number of recommen-
dations were made seeking effec-

tive implementation.
BEFR Act 1873
The NTC expressed concern and 
urged the state government to take 
necessary steps such as affecting 
amendments to the BEFR Act to 
strengthen and extend its cover-
age across the entire administrative 
jurisdiction of Nagaland. Another 
proposal was that a separate cell be 
created in the Home department 
to monitor strict enforcement of 
the BEFR, the Foreigners Act, and 
the Indian Passport Act daily while 
providing training to enforcement 
agencies. 
Nagaland Land and Revenue 
Amendment Act of 1978
This act got the assent of the gover-
nor on September 29, 1978 which 
was extended to the whole of Naga-
land State to protect and preserve 

the land that belongs to the indig-
enous and vulnerable people of the 
state, the members in-meeting stat-
ed. The members urged the govern-
ment to implement the law in letter 
and in spirit by sending necessary 
instructions to the deputy commis-
sioners, revenue officers, and village 
authorities in concern to strictly ad-
here to the law and protect the land 
and properties according to the law 
of the land. 

The council urged also the Na-
galand GB Federation to instruct 
its federating units to strictly en-
force the act in their respective vil-
lage and to maintain record of land 
transfers and registrations within 
their respective jurisdiction. 
Nagaland special  
Development Zones
The Democratic Alliance of Na-
galand government adopted the 

NSDZ on March 24 2014 under 
which the foothill areas within the 
state of Nagaland would be ear-
marked for the so called special de-
velopment zones, the NTC stated. 
Within the said cadastral areas, 
laws such as Article 371(A); BEFR 
Act, 1873 (ILP); and Nagaland Land 
and Revenue Amendment Act, 1978 
shall not be applicable, the group 
stated. 

‘The NSDZ will become free 
zone for anyone from any race, own 
and pursue any business without 
restriction. The whole intention of 
NSDZ is to curve out the plain sector 
of Nagaland for outsiders for per-
manent settlement. Such decision 
is anti-thesis to the special category 
in the state and suicidal for the in-
digenous citizens of Nagaland. The 
state Government should therefore, 
revoke the resolution adopted on 

March 24 2014’, the NTC stated.
Government of Nagaland’s 
proposal for cadastral survey
The meeting deliberated about the 
merits and demerits of the pro-
posed cadastral survey of Nagaland. 
It stated that the land owners will 
have to become ‘Patta holders’ and 
their paying of land premium be-
comes inevitable. Thus, the indige-
nous right of land ownership will be 
done away with following the pro-
posed land cadastral survey. This 
proposed exercise was found detri-
mental to the fundamental rights of 
its citizens. The NTC cautioned the 
Govt. not to dilute the tribal rights, 
traditions, and culture. 

Citizenship Amendment  
Bill of 2016
The council appealed for the mini-
mum years of residency in India to 

apply for citizenship to be reduced 
from 11 to six years for illegal mi-
grants. The group opposed the Bill 
and urged the government of Naga-
land to oppose the bill in the inter-
est of the indigenous inhabitants of 
the state.

Rongmei Tribal Recognition Issue
The meeting acknowledged the 
decision of the then DAN Govt. for 
derecognising Rongmei as a tribe 
in Nagaland in its cabinet meeting 
conducted on April 25 2017. ‘It was 
disheartening to note that Rong-
meis had the temerity to go to the 
court challenging the revocation 
order of Nagaland Govt. We failed 
to understand how Rongmeis have 
undermined the magnanimity of 
the Nagas of Nagaland in extend-
ing our hospitality uncondition-
ally to them all these years’, the NTC 
stated.

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
The mission director 
of the National Health 
Mission, Dr. Kevichusa 
Medikru in a Revised Na-
tional Tubercolosis Con-
trol Programme (RNTCP) 
meeting encouraged that 
the state should put more 
efforts and increases the 
detection and cure rate 
accordingly. The mission 
director was referring to 
the Government of In-
dia’s (GOI) target to elimi-
nate TB by 2025.

During the RNTCP 
quarterly review meet-
ing on June 27 at the 
Conference Hall of the 
directorate of Health and 
Family Welfare in Kohi-
ma, Medikru stated that 
the RNTCP has become 
a major programme at 
the national level, and 
that people should give 
their best to achieve the 
targeted goal. A press re-
lease from the organisers 
informed on June 28. 

Speaking about the 
Nagaland performance, 

he said, it has been con-
sistently performing well 
but last year it has gone 
down. If one district does 
not perform accordingly, 
it pulls down the per-
formance of state as a 
whole.  

An additional benefit 
in the form of nutrition-
al support is recently be-
ing introduced to all the 
TB patients by GOI. Eve-
ry presumptive TB cases 
should go for CB-NAAT 
testing, he added. This 
year, the GOI has iden-
tified 115 aspirational 
districts all over India 
where Kiphire district of 
Nagaland has also been 
identified as an aspira-
tional district, the press 
release added. The mis-
sion director also re-
quested all the district 
TB officers to jointly 
monitor kiphire district 
for the best output.

Giving an overview 
performance of all the 
districts, the mission di-
rector stated that Kohima 

district has been doing 
well and Nikshay (a web 
based solution for moni-
toring of TB patients) en-
try status is 100 percent. 
In Tuensang district, en-
try status in Nikshay was 
reported as lowest, while 
the default rate is high in 
the district.  Therefore, he 
requested officers to give 
better and more efforts in 
future.

The state programme 
officer of RNTCP, Dr. 
Tiasunup Pongener, gave 
a welcome address. He 
informed of the need of 
TB patients to have bank 
account and Aadhaar 
number in order to ac-
cess the necessary ben-
efits and support being 
provided by GOI. Also, he 
said reminded that the 
review meeting will be 
held regularly. He asked 
all the districts reports 
be uploaded in Nikshay 
on regular basis. Further, 
he challenged them to 
increase TB notification 
rate to reduce default.

Dimapur, June 28 
(EMN): The Entrepre-
neurs Associates (EA) 
has organised a com-
mencement day for the 
outgoing batch of Basic 
Entrepreneurial Skills 
Training (BEST) Wave 
10. BEST is a program 
of entrepreneurship for 
start-ups and aspiring 
entrepreneurs. Updates 
on Wednesday informed. 

The Wave ten cohorts 
comprised of 21 trainees 
who completed the 30-
day training program. 
The objectives of the 
programme was to im-
merse trainees into the 
practicality of business; 
sell products; interact 
with successful entre-
preneurs; visit sites; un-

dergo apprenticeship 
through EA vast entre-
preneurial network; and 
develop their own busi-
ness plan.

The EA also devel-
oped interest free loans 
up to INR 1 lakh called 
the FOME Award (Feast 
of Merit Entrepreneur) 
to support local entre-
preneurs. In this regard, 
four individuals were 
awarded: Sweyiekul 
Khatso- INR 1 lakh, Han-
chio Longse Shio-INR 
65000, Peshum Shiu- 
INR 50000, and Zavikie-
bi- INR 50000. The four 
awardees are entrepre-
neurs in the production 
sector. 

The general man-
ager of State Bank of 

India, Kohima, Hepuni 
Bismark, gave away the 
awards. Addressing the 
gathering, he said that 
there is a need for busi-
ness houses to maintain 
proper books of accounts 
and related documents 
for bank linkages and in-
spired the entrepreneurs 
to persevere and work 
hard. 

 Fome was a concept 
developed by EA based 
of the Naga tradition of 
feast of merit, where an 
individual who acquires 
wealth shares it back 
with his community. 
Therefore, Fome are en-
trepreneurs who find in-
novative solutions and 
take the society forward 
as part one’s success. 

Dimapur, June 28 
(EMN): The District 
AIDS Prevention and 
Control Unit (Dapcu) 
of Kohima and Project 
Ahana jointly organised 
a day-long training for 
district resource team 
about HIV and syphilis 
testing on June 27 at the 
Chief Medical Officer’s 
Conference Hall in Ko-
hima.

The objective of the 
training was to build the 

capacity of the ANM and 
block program manager 
to conduct whole blood 
finger prick test of HIV 
and point-of-care test 
for syphilis and to scale 
up coverage of HIV and 
syphilis screening at the 
primary health centre 
and sub-centre. 

Project officer of 
Ahana, Mhonthung 
Tungoe, oriented the 
trainees about the 
project. He stated that 

kire, appreciated the doc-
tors for working relent-
lessly towards amend-
ment of the new service 
rule. He added that, the 
new service rule will give 
equal opportunity to all 
the doctors in the state. 

Nida President Dr. 
Khriezotuo Paphino, 
spoke about the newly 
implemented service rule 
of the department. He 
said that the rule aimed 
to give fair and equal op-
portunity to all its mem-
bers. He also mentioned 
about the cadre review 
which have been proc-
essed to the government 
for approval and imple-
mentation.  Dr. Paphino 
urged the members to 
work with dedication to-
wards attaining the mot-
to of Nida’s “Service to 
Humanity”. 

The house observed a 
minute silence in respect 
of the doctors who passed 
away during the current 
year.  Also, Nida will now 
be led by its newly elected 
President Dr. Ritu Thur, 
Vice President- Dr. Akum 
Jamir, Secretary- Dr. Ahu 
Sekhose and others. 

the project aims to cre-
ate a cadre of trained 
personnel in the pub-
lic health system which 
will eventually saturate 
HIV and syphilis screen-
ing from health facilities 
down to the village lev-
el. He also mentioned 
the overall goal of the 
project was to increase 
the uptake of Preven-
tion of Parent-to-Child 
Transmission services in 
the project area.

The counsellor of the 
Integrated Counselling 
and Testing Centre, Ko-
hima, Aoyangla, spoke 
about the basics of HIV 
and AIDS. She highlight-
ed the significance of 
pre and post test coun-
selling. Further, she also 
informed about the im-
portance of maintaining 
confidentiality of the pa-
tients. The participants 
of the training included 
ANMs of all health units 
of CMO, Kohima and 
block program manager. 

Dimapur, June 28 
(EMN): The depart-
ment of Horticulture 
in collaboration with 
the Nagaland Science 
and Technology Coun-
cil (Nastec) conducted 
a day-long workshop 
of Chaman project on 
June 25 at the directo-
rate of Horticulture in 
Kohima.

During the work-
shop, it stated that, the 
next phase of Chaman 
project is Wokha dis-
trict for citrus planta-
tion which will be fol-
lowed by the remaining 
districts with focused 
crops. A press release 
from the Department of 
Information and Public 
Relations informed on 
Thursday. 

The Northeast Space 
Application Centre (NE-
SAC) Scientist Chan-
dan Goswami was the 

resource person of the 
day. He gave an over-
view about the history 
of Chaman projects and 
other projects taken up 
in Northeast region.

Scientist Ditho Kat-
iry of Nastec spoke 
about the concept of 
Chaman and its im-
plementations in Na-
galand. Also, Thsope 
Medo of Nastec spoke 
about the technical 
guidelines and method-
ology followed in bring-
ing out the potential 
mapping for pineapple 
in Dimapur district, 
which was the Chaman 
project first phase in 
the state. 

Dr. R Elithung 
Lotha, Mission Director 
of Horticulture spoke 
about the importance 
of geo-informatics in 
the field of horticulture 
and agriculture.

Dimapur, June 28 (EMN): 
The Chakhesang Public 
Organisation (CPO) and 
Pochury Hoho (PH) wel-
comed the newly posted 
Phek’s Deputy Commission-
er Orenthung and Superin-
tendent of Police Muthasüyi 
at Phek on June 27.

The two organisation 
has welcomed them to 
the district on behalf of 
the Chakhesang and the 
Pochury community. Fur-
ther, they assured to give 
their full cooperation.

Expressing concern at 
the irregularities of some 
officers in their assigned 
duties, the organisations 
urged the new officers to 
post the officers to their 
respective place of post-
ing particularly to the 
border area of  Meluri 
sub-division.

Further, they urged 
DC to implement the 
flagship scheme in the 
district properly. It also 

encouraged DC to pur-
sue the ongoing project 
of two-lane road of Pfüt-
sero-Phek-Chakhabama-

Zunheboto via Chozuba 
for early completion. The 
organisation also request-
ed the commissioner to 

inspect on the road from 
Akhegwo to International 
Trade Centre Avangkhu 
via Shilloi Lake.
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Guwahati, June 28 (PTI): With 
Assam on the edge ahead of the 
publication of the final draft of 
the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC), Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today said names of all 
“genuine Indians” will be incor-
porated in the list of the state’s 
citizens.

Sonowal also ruled out any 
possibility of violence after the 
publication of the NRC saying 
adequate forces were deployed 
across the state to deal with any 
situation.

“Names of all genuine Indian 
citizens will be included in the 
final draft. There should be no 
apprehension over it,” he told PTI.

The chief minister said the 
state government has provided all 
assistance to the NRC authorities 
and people too have been extend-
ing full cooperation to the entire 
exercise, which is being under-
taken under the direct supervision 
of the Supreme Court. 

“The central government 
has provided additional forces 

following our requests. Both the 
central and the state govern-
ments are working as a team. We 
hope that the people will coop-
erate with us like they did in the 
past,” he said.

Meanwhile, NRC state coordi-
nator Prateek Hajela said the final 
draft of the NRC in Assam will not 
be released on June 30, as sched-
uled, due to floods in Barak Valley.

The current wave of floods in 
the state has affected more than 
five lakh people in seven districts. 
As many as 25 people have also 
lost their lives in the floods.

The part draft of the NRC, a 
list of the state’s citizens, was pub-
lished on the intervening night of 
December 31 and January 1 where 
names of 1.9 crore people out of 
the 3.29 crore applicants were 
incorporated.

The massive exercise aimed at 
identifying illegal immigrants in 
the state that borders Bangladesh 
is being carried out in Assam fol-
lowing a decision in 2005 after a 
series of meetings between the 

central and state governments 
and the influential All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU).

Assam, which faced influx of 
people from Bangladesh since the 
early 20th century, is the only state 
having an NRC, first prepared in 
1951.

The current exercise, started 
in 2005 under the then Congress 
regime, got a major push only 
after the BJP came to power in 
the state with illegal immigration 
from Bangladesh as a poll plank.

The Supreme Court, which 
is monitoring the entire process, 
had ordered that the first draft 
of the NRC be published by De-
cember 31 after completing the 
scrutiny of over two crore claims 
along with that of around 38 lakh 
people whose documents were 
suspect.

Of the 3.29 crore applications 
submitted, there was confusion 
over the inclusion of 29 lakh peo-
ple who had submitted certifi-
cates issued by ‘gram panchayats’ 
as proof of identity, after a Gauhati 

High Court order in February had 
deemed ‘panchayat’ certificates 
invalid, another official said.

The Supreme Court set aside 
the High Court order and upheld 
the validity of the certificates as 
identity proof if they were fol-
lowed up with proper verification.

The apex court also asked 
authorities to stick to the original 
deadline for the publication of the 
draft NRC and include names of 
those whose claims were verified.

When the NRC was first pre-
pared in Assam way back in 1951, 
the state had 80 lakh citizens then.

The process of identification 
of illegal immigrants in Assam 
has been debated and become 
a contentious issue in the state’s 
politics. 

A six-year agitation demand-
ing identification and deporta-
tion of illegal immigrants was 
launched by the AASU in 1979. It 
culminated with the signing of the 
Assam Accord on August 15, 1985, 
in the presence of then prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Itanagar, June 28 (PTI): Money should 
never be a “determining factor” in elections, 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu said today, appealing to the people 
to avoid voting for leaders who lure them 
with money.

A leader who buys votes will never de-
liver, he said at a function, organized by the 
Arunachal Pradesh Catholic Association, to 
pay tribute to Reverend Brother Prem Bhai.

“A politician who buys his votes will try 
to recover the money once he is elected to 
power. People should vote for leaders with 
good intentions, cutting across political 
lines,” the CM said.

Khandu also requested religious leaders, 
who were present there on the occasion, to 
guide people in making correct decisions.

“Messages are best conveyed through 
religious leaders as people respect them for 
their moral high grounds,” he said.

He urged people to adopt politics as a 
profession and not be “subsumed” into it.

Khandu also acknowledged the con-
tributions of different missionaries in the 
development of Arunachal, saying the state 
government would always help organiza-
tions that work for the benefit of people.

Talking about Arunachal Pradesh Free-
dom of Religion Act or the Anti-Conversion 
Law that was passed in 1978, the Chief 
Minister said the law could “undermine” 
secularism. Khandu assured people that he 
would pitch for the repeal of 1978 Act in the 
next Assembly session, as the law, accord-
ing to him, could be “misused in future by 
irresponsible officials”.

“Any misuse of the law could trigger 
large-scale violence in the state and could 
break Arunachal into pieces,” the CM said.

He announced a donation of Rs 10 lakh 
from Dorjee Khandu trust for building an 
ashram (religious retreat) in memory of 
Prem Bhai. 

Environment and Forest Minister Na-
bam Rebia and Arunachal Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) President Takam 
Sanjoy were among others present on the 
occasion.

Aizawl, June 28 (PTI): The Mizoram Assembly 
today unanimously adopted an official resolution, 
expressing opposition to the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016.

The bill, introduced in the Lok Sabha to amend 
the Citizenship Act 1955, proposes to make illegal 
migrants of six communities -- Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians -- eligible 
for Indian citizenship after six years of residence in 
the country. The official resolution, moved by state 
home minister R Lalzirliana, impressed upon the 
Centre that the Bill, if enacted, would be harmful to 
states like Mizoram where a large number of illegal 
Buddhist migrants from Bangladesh resided. 

Lalzirliana said the Bill, seeking to make illegal 
migrants eligible for Indian citizenship on the basis 
of religion, was against the principles of secularism 
and “amounted to patronage of some religions”.

Agartala, June 28 (IANS): Two 
persons, including a vendor 
from Uttar Pradesh, were 
lynched on Thursday and 
six others seriously injured 
in mob attacks in Tripura, 
police said. “In the first case, 
the man from Uttar Pradesh 
was lynched and four oth-
ers, including a policeman, 
were seriously injured when 
a group of persons mistook 
them to be child kidnappers,” 
a police official said.

He said the incident oc-
curred in tribal-dominated 
Murabari village in western 
Tripura when three small-time 
vendors went there to sell 
garments.  A large number of 
tribals attacked them, follow-
ing which the victims along 
with their vehicle driver took 
shelter in a security camp. 
However, the mob dragged 
them out and thrashed them 
severely even as security per-
sonnel tried to save them.

All three vendors, their 

driver and a security man were 
seriously injured and shifted 
to a hospital in Agartala, where 
Jahir Khureshi, 30, succumbed 
to his injuries, the official said.

Reinforcements of Tripura 
State Rifles and Central Re-
serve Police Force were rushed 
to the spot, 35 km north of 
Agartala, to control the sit-
uation. Security personnel 
burst tear-gas shells and lathi-
charged the mob to control 
the situation. 

Tension had prevailed in 
the area after an 11-year-old 
boy was killed by two alleged 
minors on Tuesday.

In the second incident, po-
lice said, a person was hacked 
to death and two government 
employees seriously injured 
when a group of persons at-
tacked them at Manu Bazar 
in southern Tripura, 130 km 
south of the state capital.

“Sukanta Chakraborty, 36, 
accompanied by two govern-
ment employees, was attacked 

when he was appealing to 
the public on behalf of the 
administration not to heed 
to rumours. Senior civil and 
police officials have rushed 
to these areas and additional 
security has been deployed to 
control the situation,” the of-
ficial added. Tension prevailed 
in Subroom sub-division after 
the incident. Despite appeals 
by Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb and Director General 
of Police Akhil Kumar Sukhla, 
mob violence and attacks 
on innocents continue since 
Wednesday.

Police said some youths at-
tacked a middle-aged woman 
at Jogendra Nagar railway sta-
tion on Wednesday night. Sim-
ilar incidents of beating, har-
assment and attacks by mobs 
have been reported from Am-
arpur (in southern Tripura), 
Bishalgarh, Arundhuti Nagar, 
Bodhjungnagar and Khowai 
(in western Tripura) besides 
state capital Agartala. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 28 (EMN): 
The 9th Dr. Thingnam Kis-
han memorial lecture was 
conducted at Imphal Pub-
lic Library hall in Imphal 
on June 28 Thursday. The 
lecture was given by a well 
known film maker, Aribam 
Syam Sharma, on the topic 

‘some cairns from the way: 
an artist’s retake.’

T h e  l e c t u r e  p r o -
gramme was organised 
by Dr. Thingnam Kishan 
Foundation. It was chaired 
by Khumanthem Prakash, 
a prominent author in Ma-
nipuri literature. Assistant 
professor of Manipur Uni-

versity of Culture Meena 
Longjam and assistant pro-
fessor of YK College, Loiya 
Leima Oinam, participated 
as discussants.

The event marks the 
birth anniversary of Dr 
Th Kishan, who was Sub-
Divisional Officer of Kasom 
Khullen in Ukhrul district. 

Agartala, June 28 (PTI): An ex-
pert panel has recommended 
that the Tripura government 
should adopt National Council 
of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) curriculum 
for schools in Tripura, state 
minister Ratan Lal Nath said 
today.

The panel also suggested 
implementation of the Central 
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) syllabus across all 
government and government-
aided schools in the state, the 
education minister said.

A six-member expert 
committee headed by former 
Tripura University Vice Chan-
cellor Professor Arunoday Saha 
submitted its recommenda-
tion yesterday, the minister 
said, adding, the committee 

suggested implementation of 
the CBSE syllabus to reduce the 
burden of books on students 
and discourage rote learning.

Nath said the government 
would decide regarding imple-
mentation of the report.

The six-member expert 
committee was constituted 
by the BJP-IPFT government a 
month ago, to prepare a road-
map for adopting NCERT cur-
riculum.

“We have collected inputs 
from fifty headmasters and 
from students of different 
schools for one month, and 
after analysing the data, we 
have come to the inference 
that the CBSE syllabus could 
be implemented from the 
first to eighth standard from 
January 2019 as books were 

already translated in Bengali,” 
Saha told PTI.

“For implementation of 
the new course from classes 8 
to 12, we have to wait for one 
more year (2020) for two rea-
sons. One is that, the CBSE has 
decided to revise their syllabus 
next year (2019), and the books 
need to be translated in Bengali 
and local tribal language Kok-
barak,” Saha said.

The education minister 
also said that work was in 
progress to prepare new text-
books.

Professor Saha said, NCERT 
Director, Professor Ranjana 
Aurora, CBSE Director, Biswajit 
Saha and Secretary of the State 
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (SCERT), 
Biswajit Gupta were the mem-

bers of the committee among 
others.

The erstwhile Left Front 
government had introduced a 
different syllabus in 2008 term-
ing it to be “NCERT pattern” 
and the syllabus was revised 
several times, he said.

After bad results in Mad-
hyamik examinations con-
ducted by Tripura Board of Sec-
ondary Examination (TBSE) 
this year, the government has 
decided to explore the possibil-
ity to implement CBSE syllabus 
as it is, Saha said.

Madhyamik results for this 
year were announced earlier 
this month and the pass per-
centage 59.59 per cent.  The 
pass rate has dropped by 7.79 
per cent when compared to the 
previous years results.

Itanagar, June 28 (PTI): The recent in-
cidents of lynching in different parts of 
the country have redirected attention 
to a nine-month-old case in Arunachal 
Pradesh, in which an 18-year-old boy al-
legedly fell victim to mob assault.

Demanding a CBI probe into the case, 
various students’ organizations here have 
served a 15-day ultimatum to the govern-
ment to ensure justice for the teenager.

Toko Yame, a Class XII student of a 
government-run school in Tawang, went 
missing under mysterious circumstances 
following a scuffle between two groups of 
boys on September 16.

His semi-decomposed body was 
found a week later on September 23 near 
Biga waterfall in the district.Over 20 people 
were detained for interrogation and later 
arrested in connection with the case. They 
were, however, granted bail by the court.

A Special Investigating Team (SIT), 
formed to probe the case, is yet to file a 
charge sheet in the investigation.

Sources close to the SIT team said 35 
persons have been named as accused in 
the charge sheet and among them, some 
are adults, some juveniles.

Chakang Yangda, the president of All 
East Kameng District Students’ Union 
(AEKDSU), said if the government failed 
to address their demand within 15 days, 
the AEKDSU would impose economic 
blockade on Tawang district.

“We want the government to hand 
over Toko’s case from the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI), arrest the culprits 
at the earliest and terminate the police 
personnel who were deployed on control 
room duty during the incident,” he said.

A peace march, organised here on 
Monday by AEKDSU to seek justice for 
Yame, was attended by several organiza-
tions, including All Arunachal Pradesh 
Students’ Union, North East Students’ Or-
ganisation and All Nyishi Students’ Union.

Yangda vowed that the union would 

continue its stir till justice is delivered in 
the case.

AEKDSU general secretary Nera Gum-
ro, who is also chairman of Toko Yame 
Justice Movement, said there seemed to 
be no headway in the case.

“We have been crying for justice for the 
past nine months, but it yielded no results. 
Several officers investigating the matter 
have been transferred,” he claimed.

Condemning the September 16 inci-
dent, AAPSU general secretary Tobom Dai 
said they would intensify their protests if 
the case was not solved over the next two 
weeks.

He held Chief Minister Pema Khandu, 
who also hails from Tamang, and Home 
Minister Kumar Waii responsible for failing 
to deliver justice to the aggrieved family.

At a press meet here on May 15, Toko’s 
father Koya Yame said that his son was ab-
ducted and tortured to death. He alleged 
that the district police have been trying 
to protect the accused. Nine months have 
passed since my son’s death, but justice 
has not been delivered,” he added.

The Arunachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee, too, pinned blame on the BJP 
government for delay in solving the case.

APCC president Takam Sanjoy said 
the government was trying to “shield the 
culprits” involved in the murder.

“The Tawang district administration 
and police have succumbed to the dictum 
of Chief Minister Pema Khandu,” APCC 
president Takam Sanjoy said.

A senior police officer, however, denied 
allegations of “political interference” in the 
matter. The investigation team is doing its 
best to solve the case, the officer said on 
the condition of anonymity.

Chief Secretary Satyagopal, too, rub-
bished the charge leveled by the opposi-
tion party. 

“There was no question of shielding 
any criminal, whatever be the case. The 
law will take its own course,” he added.

Mirror Crossword 1863sud0ku 1703
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1862

ACROSS
1. State broadcaster of England
4. Young of domestic cattle
8. Wings
12. Opening
13. Gelling agent
14. A vertical spar for supporting 

sails
15. A widely occurring iron oxide ore
17. Tibeto-Burmese people
18. Beaten eggs cooked until just 

set
19. Confusion
21. Geological times
23. Dicot genus
26. Large burrowing rodent of South 

America
29. Being a keepsake
31. A collection of anecdotes
32. Here is (contraction)
33. Western India island
34. Have in view
36. Pre-Easter period of penitence
37. Wasting of the body during a 

chronic disease
38. Soul and calypso song
40. Where the sun rises
42. Winged fruit
46. Strays
48. Telephone assistant
50. Card game
51. Tropical Asian starlings
52. European Currency Union
53. Compared to
54. Biennial Eurasian plant with a 

swollen edible root
55. Viet ___ 

DOWN
1. Knife weapon
2. Sticks outward from the crown
3. Arrived
4. Gives whippings

5. Throwing oneself from side 
to side

6. Skeletal muscle
7. Actor/dancer ____ Astaire
8. A major South American river
9. The shore of a lake
10. Burnt residue
11. 7th Greek letter 
16. Evergreen trees and shrubs 

having oily one-seeded 
fruits

20. Area units (metric)
22. Infections
24. Month (Hindu calendar)
25. Pornography (slang)
26. A written agreement
27. Old World buffalo
28. Australian capital
30. Fuel
32. Snake sound 
35. A recurrent time marked by 

major holidays

36. Priest
39. Jewellers weight unit
41. Grave
43. Egyptian sun god
44. Cape near Lisbon
45. Any plant of the family 

Araceae
46. A newt in its terrestrial stage 

of development
47. A cheer
49. “As American as apple ___”

solutions to suD0ku 1702

Names of all ‘genuine Indians’ 
to be included in NRC — sonowal

Politician who buys 
votes never delivers 
— Arunachal CM

Mizoram assembly 
adopts resolution 
against Citizenship Bill

Two killed, six hurt in mob attacks in Tripura 

9th Dr. Thingnam Kishan memorial 
lecture conducted in Manipur

Experts recommend NCERT curriculum for schools in Tripura

Call for CBI probe into student’s 
death case in Arunachal



5SCIENCE & TECH
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, June 29, 2018

NavIC frequency too close to WiFi, 
may cause interference – Study

Google launches new online 
ad tool for small businesses

Facebook introduces ‘Keyword 
Snooze’ in News Feed

Tea seed oil may be healthy option

NASA postpones James 
Webb Space Telescope 
launch to 2021

New Delhi, June 28 (India Science 
Wire):  NavIC, India’s very own 
navigation satellite system, is pro-
jected to provide positioning and 
navigation services on the lines of 
US-owned Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS). However, a new study 
has warned that signals from NavIC 
satellites may interfere with WiFi 
signals in receivers.

The Indian navigation and 
positioning system consists of a 
constellation of seven satellites 
launched by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) be-
tween 2013 and 2018. The tech-
nology is likely to be available on 
smartphones and car navigation 
systems in future. 

The NavIC satellites send 
signals in frequency bands of L5 
(1176.45 MHz) and S-band (2492.08 
MHz).  S-band is utilized by NavIC 
for navigation systems, but the 
same band is also shared by other 
communication systems like Long-
Term Evolution (LTE), Bluetooth 
and Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi). 

The study says that NavIC sig-
nals get affected by  out of band 
interference due to Wi-Fi signal as 

the two are located closely. It found 
that “NavIC reception on S-band 
frequency is severely affected by 
Wi-Fi transmission.”

“These interfering signals 
present a threat to the NavIC re-
ceiver performance. To equip both 
the facilities (WiFi and NavIC) in 
future cell phones, it will be a chal-
lenge to mitigate such kind of radio 
frequency interference,” says the 
study published in journal Current 
Science. The study was done by 
Dr Shweta N Shah of Electronics 
Engineering Department at Sardar 
Vallabhbhai National Institute 
of Technology, Surat, and Ph D 
scholar Darshna D. Jagiwala. ISRO’s 
Ahmedabad-based Space Applica-
tions Centre (SAC) provided neces-
sary equipment for the study.

Explaining the findings, Dr 
Shah told India Science Wire that 
“NavIC has S band signals and there 
are much stronger terrestrial S band 
signals that can pose problem for S 
band and dual frequency Standard 
Positioning Service (SPS) receivers 
of NavIC if not addressed properly.”

Currently, she said “Wi-Fi re-
ceivers are present in every cell 

phone. That’s why it was necessary 
to study Wi-Fi interference to verify 
the performance of NavIC signal 
reception in cellphones. This kind 
of interfering signal represents a 
threat to the performance of the 
NavIC receivers.”

In the experimental set up hav-
ing both types of receivers, it was 
found that a part of the S-band of 
NavIC system overlaps the unli-
censed band which is shared by 
other communication technologies 
like Bluetooth, Wi-Fi and Indus-
trial Scientific Medical (ISM) bands. 
When the frequency channel of 
Wi-Fi was superimposed with the 
frequency of the S-band signal of 
the NavIC receiver, interference 
was observed in S-band signal of 
NavIC receiver due to the extremely 
low power level of the signal at the 
user’s receiver. 

Wireless experts feel radio 
frequency interference between 
NavIC and other bands may pose 
regulatory challenges, besides qual-
ity of services. In India, Wi-Fi signals 
are exempted from licensing in the 
frequency band 2400 - 2483.5 MHz. 
This means the usable part of any 

Wi-Fi system or channel India must 
be contained within 2483.5 MHz.

“Residual or unintended sig-
nals normally go beyond this limit 
due to the basic characteristic of 
digital emissions. The NavIC signal 
is centered at 2492.08 MHz with 
a bandwidth of ± 8.25 MHz. This 
means that the lower part of NavIC 
signal can get interference from 
residual / unintended signals of 
Wi-Fi systems. Also, the upper part 
of the NavIC signal goes beyond 
2500 MHz and since the frequency 
band above 2500 MHz is used for 
other purposes, NavIC receivers 
can pick up signals (and receive 
interference) from such other sys-
tems operating above 2500 MHz,” 
explained Mr Pawan Kumar Garg, 
former Wireless Advisor, Govern-
ment of India, while speaking to 
India Science Wire.

 “To reduce interference from 
Wi-Fi (below 2483.5 MHz) as well 
as systems operating above 2500 
MHz, it is desirable that the NavIC 
receivers should use reduced band-
width of ± 7.5 MHz, if possible, and 
with sharp cut off filters on both 
ends,” Mr Garg added.  

San Francisco, June 28 
(IANS): To help small busi-
nesses connect with rel-
evant customers online, 
Google has introduced 
“Smart” campaigns which 
allow them to create ads 
in minutes. The tech gi-
ant on Wednesday also an-
nounced that its lineup of 
ad products called “Google 
AdWords” will henceforth 
be known as “Google Ads”.

“With the introduction 
of Google Ads, small busi-
ness can now use Smart 
campaigns, our new default 
ads experience,” Google’s 
Product Management Di-
rector Kim Spalding wrote 
in a blog post. 

“We’ll be rolling out 
Smart campaigns to the US 
today and globally through 
the end of this year,” Spald-
ing said. 

Google fist introduced 
its lineup of ad products 
nearly 18 years ago.

“We built Smart cam-

PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING OXYTOCIN FORMULATIONS

The Government has restricted the manufacture of Oxytocin 

formulations for domestic use to public sector only from 1st July 2018. 

It has also banned the import of Oxytocin and its formulations.          

From 1st July 2018, no private manufacturer will be allowed to 

manufacture the drug for domestic use. Only Karnataka Antibiotics 

& Pharmaceuticals Ltd (KAPL), a public sector company, would be 

manufacturing this drug for domestic use from that date. The Oxytocin 

formulations meant for domestic consumption will be supplied by the 

manufacturer, i.e. KAPL,  to the registered hospitals and clinics in public 

and private sector directly . Oxytocin in any form or name will not be 

allowed to be sold through retail Chemist.                     

The contact details of KAPL are:

                    

Email: instmkt@kaplindia.com                   

Dr. Mukesh Kumar          - 9880175766

Mr. Santhosh Kumar R.  - 9901611277

Mr. Sunil Kumar Kaimal - 9845231019

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

All the registered hospitals and clinics in public and private sector in the 

country are advised to contact KAPL and place their orders with the 

company as the drug will not be available with retail chemists or any 

other manufacturer.                      
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27w June’18 

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland 

No. M-218/18   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti T. 
Barimong Khing -Vrs- Peter Lichamo resident of Padumpukhuri 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rules 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of  
land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should be 
submitted to this Court in written on or before ………………
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. Barimong Khing
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 1018
Dag No: 165-A /1445, Area: 00B-01K-16LS
North: N. Lotha, South: Approach Road, 
East: Approach Road, West: O Lotha

NOTICE

D-5633

AN OPEN INVITATION TO ALL FOOTBALL CLUB 
7-A-SIDE SOCCER TOURNAMENT 

(Organized by Dimapur Rongmei Baptist Church)

Theme: “Healthy Youth; Healthy Nagaland”
Venue: at Rio Ground, Rio Colony: Dimapur 
Date: 9th July 2018 to 13th July 2018 

Entry form available at KIRAN SPORTS, 
Church Road, Dimapur 

Team Entry Fee: ` 1,500/-
Cash Trophy: Champion Team - ` 20,000/-

Runner up Team- ` 10,000/-
Last date of entry: 8th July 2018 

For more Details: Contact 81190 24081, 
98568 06978, 89744 99933

G. Chungailung 
Tournament Convenor

D-5634

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KEVECHU-U W/o LATE. KODOLHOU DASOU, Pensioner  resident of 
Electrical Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension 
P.O. No. NL/S/111609439 of Treasury Kohima (South).  Bank A/C No. 31056351534 SBI 
Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 25.02.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
NO.JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                 Dated Kohima, the 25th June, 2018

KG-2626

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. AKHULE MIACHIEO  W/o LT. KEZEBALIE, Night Chowkidar, 
Industrial Training Institute, Kma, N/L, resident of Lower Bayavü, Kohima has applied 
for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave Encashment, 
Gratuity & other Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.30179177890 SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 14-03-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No.JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                 Dated Kohima, the 18th June, 2018

KG-2627

paigns by tailoring the in-
novation and advertising 
technology available with 
Google Ads for small busi-
ness owners. You can now 
create ads in minutes and 
drive real results - like mak-
ing your phone ring, send-
ing leads to your website, or 
bringing customers to your 
store,” Spalding said. 

Google said it will also 
launch a new advertising 
tool called “Image Picker” 
later this year.

“Images help your prod-

ucts or services stand out, 
and later this year we will 
launch Image Picker, mak-
ing it easier for you to show-
case what makes your busi-
ness unique,” Spalding said. 

This tool will allow busi-
nesses to pick top three im-
ages from suggestions pro-
vided by Google or upload 
their own.

“We’ll help you get re-
sults by testing combina-
tions of the text and im-
ages you selected,” Spalding 
added.

S a n  Fr a n c i s c o , Ju n e 
28 (IANS): Facebook on 
Thursday introduced a 
new feature called ‘Key-
word Snooze’ in News Feed 
that will allow users to hide 
certain keywords that they 
don’t want to see for 30 
days. The feature is a vari-
ant of another option to 
“snooze” people and pag-
es you do not want to see 

which was introduced 2017.
Located in a post’s up-

per right-hand menu in 
News Feed, the “Keyword 
Snooze” feature gives peo-
ple the option to temporar-
ily hide posts by keywords, 
which are pulled directly 
from text in that post.

“I f  y o u  c h o o s e  t o 
‘snooze’ a keyword, you 
won’t see posts in your 

News Feed containing that 
exact word or phrase from 
any person, Page or Group 
for 30 days,” Shruthi Mu-
raleedharan, News Feed 
Product Manager, said in a 
blog post.

If you see a post with the 
offending keyword, you can 
select the option to snooze 
keywords from the post in 
the drop-down menu on 
the top right.

“Even though we work 
to show you the most rel-
evant posts on News Feed, 
we don’t always get it right. 
That’s why we’ve designed 
features like See First, Hide, 
Unfollow, Snooze, and now, 
Keyword Snooze.

“We hope that with ad-
ditional options to help 
tailor your News Feed ex-
perience, you’ll be able to 
spend more time focusing 
on the things that matter,” 
the post added.

New Delhi, June 28 (India 
Science Wire): Scientists at 
Assam Agricultural Univer-
sity, Jorhat have reported 
that oil extracted from the 
seeds of some of the tea 
varieties grown in Assam 
is heart-friendly with high 
levels of unsaturated fatty 
acids.

Researchers studied 
eight tea seed stocks for 
their biochemical and phys-
ical properties. They found 
that in as many as seven 
of them, unsaturated fatty 
acids constituted for more 
than 90 per cent of the total 
fatty acids, from 90.49 per 
cent to 97.79 per cent. Of 
them, five had high levels 
of mono-unsaturated fatty 
acids, ranging from 49.56 
per cent to 63.86 per cent, 
according to findings pub-

lished in journal Current 
Science.

Speaking to India Sci-
ence Wire, Dr. Priyanka Das 
of the Department of Bio-
chemistry and Agricultural 
Chemistry at the University, 
who conducted the study 
along with her student, 
Kritideepan Sarmah, said 
she took up the exercise in 
the wake of studies else-
where which showed that 
tea seed oil could be a good 
alternative edible oil apart 
from being useful for indus-
trial applications such as 
production of soap. 

Noting that tea 
seed oil can be 
compared to ol-
ive oil in qual-
ity and in China, 
already about 
15 percent of the 

population are reported to 
be using it for cooking, she 
pointed out that in India 
and more particularly in 
the north east, all the three 
basic types of tea -- ‘Assam’, 
‘China’ and ‘Cambod’ 
and their hybrids are 
cultivated. 

“Tea plants pro-
duce large seeds. The 
kernels, which make 
up about 70 percent 
o f the tea 

seed weight, are rich in oil. 
It can be stored easily. It can 
also be a source of antioxi-
dants and emollients for 
skin care”.

The new study 
assumes par-
ticular im-
portance for 

India in the 
context of the 
growing gap 

b e t w e e n 
the demand 
a n d  t h e 
d o m e s t i c 
availability 
of edible oils 
in the coun-
try as as also 
since there is 
an increas-

ing demand 
for oil with high 

nutritive values. Consid-

ering that India is one of the 
largest producers of tea in 
the world, use of tea seed 
to produce edible oil could 
turn out to be a win-win 
situation. 

Presently, tea seeds are 
used completely for produc-
ing planting material. Under 
normal growing condition, 
seeds can be harvested from 
the third year onwards. At 
this stage, the seed yield 
is about 6.42 quintals per 
hectare. It doubles after 
five years of planting and 
around six times after eight 
years. 

Dr. Das and Dr. Sarmah 
did their study on tea fruits 
collected at two develop-
mental stages -- seven and 
eight months after seed de-
velopment, when they are 
fully matured.  

Washington, June 28 (IANS):  
NASA has postponed the 
launch of its flagship James 
Webb Space Telescope to 
early 2021 owing to a range 
of factors influencing its 
schedule and performance, 
including the technical chal-
lenges and tasks remaining 
before launch.

The telescope’s new to-
tal lifecycle cost, to support 
the revised launch date, is 
estimated at $9.66 billion; 
its new development cost 
estimate is $8.8 billion, the 
US space agency said in a 
statement. An Independent 
Review Board (IRB) estab-
lished by NASA to assess 
progress on the world’s pre-
mier science observatory 
unanimously recommend-
ed that its development 
should continue.

“Webb should continue 
based on its extraordinary 
scientific potential and criti-
cal role in maintaining US 
leadership in astronomy 
and astrophysics,” said Tom 
Young, the chair of the re-
view board. 

The report showed that 
technical issues, including 
human errors, have greatly 
impacted the development 
schedule. NASA has agreed 
to the review board’s expert 
guidance on decisive steps 
necessary to safeguard and 
complete the telescope’s 
development. In a mes-
sage to the NASA workforce, 
NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine said: “Webb is 
vital to the next generation 
of research beyond NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope. 

“Despite major chal-
lenges, the board and NASA 
unanimously agree that 
Webb will achieve mission 
success with the implemen-
tation of the board’s recom-
mendations, many of which 
are already underway,” Bri-
denstine noted.

NASA previously had 

estimated an earlier launch 
date but the new launch 
date estimates to accom-
modate changes in the 
schedule due to environ-
mental testing and work 
performance challenges by 
Northrop Grumman on the 
spacecraft’s sunshield and 
propulsion system. 

The first telescope of its 
kind, and an unprecedented 
feat of engineering, Webb is 
at the very leading edge of 
technological innovation 
and development. 

From detecting the light 
of the first stars and galaxies 
in the distant universe to 
probing the atmospheres 
of exoplanets for possible 
signs of habitability, Webb’s 
world-class science not only 
will shed light on the many 
mysteries of the universe, it 
also will complement and 
further enhance the discov-
eries of other astrophysics 
projects.
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Grasping for Power

O
ver the years the anniversary of declaring in-
ternal emergency in the country by the then 
Indira Gandhi government has become an 
event of political rhetoric. It was no different 

this year too. On the 43 anniversary of the said event 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi flew down to Mumbai 
attacked Congress for imposing emergency. On the 
other hand, Congress alleged that that the country is 
witnessing an undeclared emergency since Mr. Modi 
has come to power. Mamata Banerjee’s Trinomool 
Congress termed the present situation as ‘super emer-
gency’. All in all a political war of words is going on in 
the country for the last few days over the event that 
took place more than four decades ago.

Before proceeding further, it should be stated 
that emergency would always remain as a bolt to our 
democratic values and system. No explanation from 
the Congress will be able to hide the fact that an emer-
gency was declared to retain Congress in power. After 
the euphoria over Bangladesh Liberation War was 
over which propelled Congress to power in 1971, In-
dira Gandhi started losing her firm grip over country’s 
politics and started fearing the loss of power. The fear 
was further increased when Allahabad High Court in 
a landmark judgement declared Mrs. Gandhi’s victory 
from Raibarerli parliamentary constituency null and 
void on grounds of misusing official powers. Faced 
with such setbacks, Mrs Gandhi then imposed emer-
gency to corner the opposition. Almost all prominent 
opposition leaders were jailed. Media came under un-
precedented censorship; even freedom of common 
people was curtailed. Thankfully the country man-
aged to get rid of such a situation by voting out Con-
gress from power in 1977.

The Emergency was an eye opener, it taught us 
that we can never lower our guard even after adopt-
ing a democratic set up. Power hungry politicians can 
always mould it in their favour by misusing power. 
When it comes to power, there is virtually no differ-
ence among the leaders. All of them want to be in 
power as long as possible, some by declaring emer-
gency and others by choosing strange bedfellows in 
the name of coalition politics. So the question which 
should be debated on the anniversary of proclama-
tion of emergency is whether we have learnt any 
lessons from this shameful misuse of power? Quite 
sadly, we have not learnt a single lesson from the said 
episode. Even today we are seeing rampant misuse 
of power to be at the helm of affairs. The most recent 
example is Karnataka where the parties joined hands 
to share power though they have fought against each 
other in elections. Similar incidents happened in Goa, 
Manipur and some other states too. These days the 
question ‘who will rule’ is being decided by forces oc-
cupying power rather than the people of the country. 
Thus the prevailing situation in the country is no bet-
ter than it was during the emergency. The present situ-
ation does not give any scope for anyone or any party 
to attack each other over the issue. They are all guilty 
of misusing power taking advantage of the country’s 
democratic set up.

Bhanu Sridharan  | IANS

How can I show love today?

My children and I have started a new daily practice. 
Every night at bedtime, we gather colored pencils 
and light a candle. Asking God to light our way, 

we get out our journals and draw or write answers to two 
questions: When did I show love today? and When did I 
withhold love today?

Loving our neighbors has been an important part of 
the Christian life “from the beginning” (2 John 1:5). That’s 
what John writes in his second letter to his congregation, 
asking them to love one another in obedience to God (2 
John 1:5–6). Love is one of John’s favorite topics through-
out his letters. He says that practicing real love is one way 
to know that we “belong to the truth,” that we’re living in 
God’s presence (1 John 3:18–19). When my kids and I re-
flect, we find that in our lives love takes shape in simple 
actions: sharing an umbrella, encouraging someone who is 
sad, or cooking a favorite meal. The moments when we’re 
withholding love are equally practical: we gossip, refuse to 
share, or satisfy our own desires without thinking of oth-
ers’ needs.

Paying attention each night helps us be more aware 
each day, more tuned in to what the Spirit might be show-
ing us as we walk through our lives. With the Spirit’s help, 
we’re learning to walk in love (2 John 1:6).

   Lord, let us not love just in words, but in actions and in 
truth. Teach us to be obedient to Your call to love.

An Appeal to 
Walk the Talk

The Importance of Soft Skills: Education Beyond Academic Knowledge

Demand for “Change is Coming” in Line With NPSC

C
ongratulations to all those who 
made it through to the LDA cum 
Computer Assistant Preliminary 
Exams of Police  department.

Here is my special appeal to walk the 
talk.

Of late, we all have had our ears to the 
tussle between the educated individuals and 
the GoN regarding the infamous transfer of  
Sir. Rupin Sharma. We all have expressed 
our deepest sentiments in aspect of losing 
such an honest officer.

And yes, here is something we can do.
What if  all those who cleared the Pre-

liminary exams pledge not to go to any 
MLA, minister or men in power for that 
phrase, “Etu sai dibi de”.

Can we?
I believe Sir Rupin Sharma will be much 

happy to see us do our part and he will be 
much happier to see that the seeds of in-
tegrity and honesty sown in Nagaland are 
sprouting.

Comeon Nagaland, it’s time to  
walk the talk

Kipphuru Adi 
adilenyimchung@gmail.com

I
n Today’s world where the Corpo-
rate Sector is more powerful than 
ever, we need to understand business 
communication from the basics, 

which is best imbibed if  the fundamen-
tals are clear. In an Era where there is a 
cut throat Competition in the market our 
Youth Cannot afford to remain otherwise 
and complacent. According to our find-
ings most of  the students in Nagaland 
and the Educated youth are very passive 
and laidback in their approach. It could 
possibly be because of  Plain ignorance, 
lack of  self-knowledge and confidence, 
lack of  proper guidance, training and 
exposure etc. Therefore the need of  the 
hour is to”empower Human Resource” 
by honing the soft skills part of  an indi-
vidual.

How are soft skills defined?  This 
basic question is not easy to answer, be-
cause the perception of  what is a soft 
skill differs from context to context. A 
subject may be considered a soft skill in 
one particular area, and may be consid-
ered a hard skill in another. Just so we can 
understand better, soft skills are defined 
as the mix of  skills, attitudes, behaviors, 

personal qualities and mindsets that indi-
viduals use to be successful across differ-
ent situations in work and life. There is 
a growing awareness that, combined with 
technical and academic achievement, soft 
skills are critical to young people’s suc-
cess in the workplace and their develop-
ment in all domains of  life. But soft skills 
are poorly understood, not well assessed, 
and all too often overlooked in policy and 
institutional contexts, including educa-
tion, training and the workplace. By high-
lighting the importance of  soft skills and 
seeking to more deeply understand them, 
we can help ensure that all young peo-
ple acquire these skills for employment 
and life success. Despite a proliferation 
of  terms and frameworks for describing 
these skills, there is a remarkable consen-
sus around the types of  skills youth need 
and the broad parameters regarding how 
to develop them. 

Why are soft skills important? After 
having elaborated so much on soft skills, 
the answer to why they are considered 
as being so important is still open. There 
are numerous reasons for having a critical 
look at a person’s soft skills. One straight-

forward reason is today’s job-market, 
which in many fields is becoming ever 
increasingly competitive. To be successful 
in this tough environment, candidates for 
jobs have to bring along a “competitive 
edge” that distinguishes them from other 
candidates with similar qualifications and 
comparable evaluation results. Under-
standably, employers prefer to take in job 
candidates who will be productive from 
a very early stage on. If  a graduate from 
university first has to be trained on putting 
more than three sentences together, how to 
do a proper presentation, or how to chat in 
a pleasant and winning manner with col-
leagues and customers, this graduate will 
not qualify as a quick starter.. Already dur-
ing the job interview itself  good communi-
cation skills are invaluable. They can even 
serve to successfully cover up weaknesses 
on the hard skills side.The advantages of  
displaying positive traits like courtesy, hon-
esty, flexibility, common sense, flawless 
appearance, etc.. It unfortunately happens 
very seldom that a job candidate who was 
rejected because of inadequate soft skills 
is told the truth about the reason for rejec-
tion, e.g. “Your body language showed 

that you seemed to feel very insecure, and 
you had problems to express yourself and 
present yourself in a convincing man-
ner”. Even so this evaluation may sound 
harsh at first glance; this kind of feedback 
would help a job seeker a lot in improving 
his/her style for oncoming interviews.As 
mentioned before, good communication 
skills can easily be used to cover up a lack 
in hard skills. Nowadays in general, peo-
ple who are extroverted, who are good in 
marketing themselves, and who socialize 
easily are rated superior to others who lack 
those attributes. The good old technician, 
an ace in his field, but being introverted 
and talking less than ten complete sen-
tences a day is not appreciated any longer.

During the last decades in many 
societies the opinion on soft skills has 
changed considerably. Whereas in the 
past the mastering of  hard skills was rat-
ed first and soft skills were considered as 
“nice to have”, the perception has been 
turned upside down. In contemporary 
business, candidate with soft skills quali-
ties are more sought in both private and 
Government jobs.

Apem Hongvah

U
nder the Motto “Change is 
Coming” the State has seen 
tremendous changes and de-
velopments lately, from abol-

ishment of  VIP cultures to renovation of  
roads, removal of  chief  guests cultures, 
laying the foundation stone for construc-
tion of  Dr T.AO stadium and latest move 
by providing projectors to view the world 
cup currently played at Russia.

However, we have also observed 
that certain steps taken by the Govern-
ment have invited backlash of  the people 
and different sections of  the society of  
the state. From appointment of  cabinet 
status ranks, minister of  state ranks, ap-
pointment of  Vigilance Commissioner 
and latest move by Removal of  the peo-
ple’s DGP. Which I,  though an earnest 
supporter of  the PDA deeply criticise. 

Now, with the recent farewell held for 
the outgoing Chairman to the N.P.S.C 
Shri Yanang konyak and the retirement 
of  another member Shri Vipralhou Kes-
iezie, the state lies in front of  another ma-
jor puddle, which can either undermine 
the people’s trust or, build their confi-
dence in the present day’s Government. 
The N.P.S.C being the topmost recruit-

ing body of  the state needs to be given 
utmost priority in fulfilling your agenda 
“Combat Nepotism and Favouritism“. 

Firstly, To be a member or a chair-
man of   the top recruiting body of  the 
state, He/She should be of  top quality, 
experienced, capable, dynamic and un-
biased person. The selection committee 
should see that the people with highest 
integrity and good track record are se-
lected as members/chairman. 

Secondly, over the past decade, we 
have seen the appointment of  members 
belonging to a particular community 
over and again. The post of  a member 
/chairman is not reserved for any tribe. 
As such, if  the government/selection 
committee (chief  minister, leader of  op-
position, a cabinet minister, etc) can let 
tribalism take the back seat and at least 
spare NPSC from being politicised, it 
would definitely go a long way in bring-
ing transparency, accountability, good 
governance, etc to the state. 

Lastly and most importantly,  the 
selection committee should preview 
and see that the latest guidelines and 
amendments framed with regard to 
experience of  work and educational 

qualification(post-graduate) be strictly 
followed and no provision for considera-
tion irrespective of  any person should be 
granted as this will decide the fate and 
future of  the state. 

This is a premeditated appeal to the 
Governor, Chief  Minister, selection com-
mittee to exercise maximum wisdom and 
keep politics aside and provide us with 
the best deemed fit member and Chair-
man in order to avoid “hue and cry” 
of  the public and the Public service as-
pirants of  the state. LOVE and CARE 
our state for this one time as our future 
stands on this act, show the people that 
the Government can live up to the peo-
ple’s expectation and the Public service 
aspirants of  the state in particular. 

This move will be seen as a major step 
which will either prove that this Govern-
ment is living up to their promises and 
expectations of  the people under their 
agenda “Good governance and trans-
parency“ or was it just another promise 
to lure the innocent voters of  the state. 
Therefore, the selection should be totally 
unbiased and rule laid down followed.

Inokivi 
inokivi91@gmail.com

Are Small Hydropower Projects Fish Friendly? 

A Tribute to the Yaruiwo

M
ost rivers in South India be-
gin as small streams in forest-
ed mountains. The Western 
Ghats are filled with such 

streams. As they flow downhill they join 
other streams and gain speed, depth and 
width to become large rivers like the west-
flowing Nethravathi and the east-flowing 
Kaveri (Cauvery) rivers.

Suman Jumani, a freshwater ecologist 
and doctoral student, is fascinated by these 
streams. “Hill streams are really fast flow-
ing clear streams. They gush through rocks 
and boulders and are highly oxygenated,” 
she said. “And they support some really 
nice fish assemblages.”

But this natural occurrence of streams 
may be altered, according to the researcher, 
because of small dams that have been built 
or are being planned across the Western 
Ghats.

Small Hydropower Projects (SHP) are 
simply small dams that produce smaller 
quantities of electricity. They are called 
run-of-the-river projects because the design 
of the dam is believed to incorporate the 
flow of the river and not alter it drastically.

But does small mean harmless? Ju-
mani and her fellow ecologists from four 
Bengaluru based research and conserva-
tion organisations set out to understand 
how two small dams, in the Sakaleshpur 
taluka of the Karnataka Western Ghats, 
affected streams and the fish that depended 
on them, by comparing them to an un-
dammed stream in the same region.

Explaining the rationale for the study, 
Jumani, who was with the Foundation for 
Ecological Research Advocacy and Learn-
ing (FERAL) at that time, said: “The basic 
premise is that the run-of-the-river projects 

don’t alter river flows or rivers very signifi-
cantly. What we wanted to see was how the 
river was physically affected.”

Misconception about small dams being 
more “green” than large dams

Traditional large hydroelectric dams 
need a large reservoir of water, which is 
used to operate turbines that produce elec-
tricity. SHPs (in India anything less than 25 
MW capacity is considered small) on the 
other hand don’t need a large reservoir of  
water, so no land needs to be submerged.

Typically, a dam or weir is built upstream 
and water is diverted towards a downstream 
powerhouse where it rotates turbines to pro-
duce electricity. The water is then released 
back into the original stream bed.

This has led to the belief that SHPs are 
green energy sources, akin to solar power 
or wind power. To encourage more private 
players to build SHPs, the Indian govern-
ment offers energy companies huge subsi-
dies and has waived norms such as Envi-
ronmental Clearances and Environmental 
Impact Assessments (EIA), even when the 
dams are built in forest areas.

Although SHPs don’t need huge 
amounts of submerged land, they do di-
vert water away from their natural course 
to operate turbines. Jumani and her col-
leagues found that this caused the dammed 
streams to change shape.

Typically, a stream gets wider and 
deeper as it flows down the mountain. This 
area covered with water is called the wetted 
width and wetted depth. In the undammed 
stream the wetted width increased from 
around nine metres upstream to 19 metres 
downstream and the depth from 50 centi-
metres to 80 centimetres.

But the dammed stream actually be-
came narrower as it flowed down the 
mountain, towards the barrier, going from 

seven metres to just two metres. The depth 
went from 30 centimetres to mere three 
centimetres near the dam. “Basically it nar-
rowed down to a trickle,” Jumani said.

The researchers then turned to water 
quality in the stretches near the dam. “Be-
cause the water was so reduced in volume, 
it was getting heated much faster,” said 
Jumani. Warmer water also meant lower 
oxygen levels.

Since the most fundamental require-
ment for fish is water, this change in habi-
tat quantity and quality had direct impli-
cations. Small dams make fish habitats 
unsuitable for survival 

So, what happens when a stream is 
shallower, warmer and has reduced oxygen 
levels? Jumani explains that hill stream fish 
have evolved to live in fast flowing, oxygen 
rich waters. So, the impact of the dams was 
really apparent on the fish communities.

The typical hill stream fish that Jumani 
spoke of stuck to the undammed streams. 
Specialist, endemic species like the blue 
spotted hill trout (Barilius bakeri) and the 
endangered Deccan mahseer (Tor khudree) 
- much loved by local communities as well 
as recreational fishers - were almost miss-
ing in the dammed streams.

These hill fish species were instead re-
placed by smaller generalist fish species like 
the Malabar danio (Devario malabaricus). 
“The local fishers call it “crap fish”,” said 
Jumani, loosely translating from Kannada. 

These findings are not surprising ac-
cording to Kim Birnie-Gauvin, a freshwa-
ter ecologist and doctoral student from the 
Technical University of Denmark. Birnie-
Gauvin who is not connected to this study, 
reported similar impacts of small dams 
affecting fish species like the brown trout 
(Salmo trutta) in Europe.

“Barriers (dams) completely alter the 

habitat upstream with slow-moving water,” 
she said. “These fish are typically present 
in areas of high gradient, where the slope 
is steep. Barriers essentially remove that 
slope, so the fish find themselves in unsuit-
able habitat.”

Both researchers pointed out that apart 
from altering habitat, small dams also im-
pact migrating fish.

Every year, during the rains the Dec-
can mahseer travels upstream, fighting the 
current to reach the headwaters of streams 
and lays eggs in cooler waters. It is literally 
an uphill task, but if  the mahseer spawns 
lower down the hill streams, the eggs would 
be at greater risk of drying out in warmer 
waters, Jumani explained.

Shallower upstream waters also ensure 
that the juveniles of these fish then grow 
peacefully without the threat of a larger 
predator.

But with small dams in the way, there 
may be no choice for the mahseer. The 
stretches near the dam where the stream is 
diverted can have little to no water when 
the mahseer begins its journey. “The dam 
essentially fragments the river,” said Ju-
mani. “Even when there is water, there is 
also a 10-15 feet wall (the dam) that the fish 
face. I don’t think a mahseer can climb so 
high,” she quipped.

In some countries SHPs do have open-
ings for fish to move through, but Birnie-
Gauvin believed they were inadequate. 
“Fish have trouble finding the outlet of a 
barrier during downstream movements be-
cause their flow is altered and slower,” she 
explained about fish in Europe.

(In arrangement with Mongabay.com, a 
source for environmental news reporting and 

analysis. The views expressed in the article 
are those of  Mongabay.com. Feedback: 

gopi@mongabay.com)

O
n this day, the 28th June, 2016, (Late) Ino 
Isak Chishi Swu, the Yaruiwo of  the GPRN 
passed away in New Delhi after a prolonged 
illness after fighting for the rights of  the Nagas 

for more than 58 (fifty eight) years. He was a man who 
feared the Lord and who stood his ground to the last. He 
was truly a champion of  peace, infusing in us a strong 
sense of  oneness through eternal Love of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Throughout his life, he propagated unity in Naga 
solidarity with purpose. He played an irreplaceable role 
in Nagas’ Journey for Common Hope and true reconcili-
ation through commitment and sacrifice for the love of  
Naga freedom from oppression and domination. It was 
under his leadership that the Nagas’ cause is recognized 
by the world through his tireless efforts in leading delega-
tions of  the NSCN to the US, Europe and many Asian 
countries and when he delivered speeches at the confer-
ences of  the United Nations Working Group on Rights 

of  Indigenous Peoples in Geneva in 1993 and 1994. 
46 (forty six) years after his birth, an infamous docu-

ment commonly known as the Shillong Accord which 
enshrined the acceptance of  the Indian Constitution was 
signed by the “representatives of  the ‘so-called’ Naga un-
derground organizations” on one hand and the then As-
sam Governor Shri LP Singh on the other as the Indian 
representative in 1975. The 11th November, 1975, by 
sheer coincidence, turned out to be the birth date of  the 
Yaruiwo. He was born in 1929, the year the then Naga 
Club (NC) submitted a monumental representation to 
the Simon commission which headed the Britain’s Instru-
ment of  Succession. He enrolled for the sacred National 
Service on the 5th December, 1958.

All these coincidences add up to the significance of  a 
Naga National Hero who breathed his last

on the 28th June, 2016, two years ago today.
He was born to traverse 58 (fifty eight) years of  jer-

emiad sojourn to liberate a people who stubbornly refuse 
to the authority of  India over Nagalim. These 58 years 
contains all the extremities a National Hero could ever 
imagine and bore the burdens and responsibilities will-
ingly in order to give freedom to his people: the great and 
proud Naga people, who will never forfeit liberty, human 
dignity and freedom from suppression; come what may. 
He will forever live a perfect example of  sacrifice for gen-
erations to come and to be emulated. This very day, the 
28th June, 2016, our Naga national Hero left us, yet, his 
spirit still dwells amidst us; and our spirit of  sacrifice soar 
high as we fondly remember and commemorate his 2nd 
Death Anniversary. As a sign of  Nagas’ highest respect, 
the Naga National Flag flies at half  mast today while 
Government offices remain closed. 

Hail Naga National Hero (L) Ino Isak Chishi Swu!
Hail the great Yaruiwo of  GPRN!

Issued by the MIP

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
Pictures of Love

BIBLE READ:   2 JOHN 1:1-6
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I am not writing you a new command but  
one we have had from the beginning.  

I ask that we love one another.    
~  2 John 1:5
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Making the most of a human-altered world. (Serge Wich, Author provided)

A snapshot of publications that carried reports about ISRO planning to mine the moon for He-3. 
Source: Google News
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Vasudevan Mukunth | thewire.in

Douglas Sheil, Mike Bruford, 
Serge Wich, Stephanie  

Spehar | The Conversation

T
here has been a 
surge of ‘news 
reports’ on vari-
ous platforms, 

including Hindustan 
Times, Financial Express, 
Deccan Chronicle and 
the Times of India, talking 
about the Indian Space 
Research Organisation’s 
plans to mine the moon 
for helium-3 (He-3). It’s 
unbelievable how quickly 
we’re having this ‘debate’ 
again: we don’t know how 
to use He-3 as a source of 
energy, a claim that all the 
reports are using to justify 
their talking about it. Ap-
parently this isotope can 
be used in nuclear fusion 
reactors – conveniently 
forgetting we’re over a 
decade away from suc-
cessfully fusing the light-
est fusionable isotopes in 
an energy-surplus reac-
tion.

All the reports also ap-
pear to be rooted in one 
published by Bloomberg 
Quint (BQ), which quotes 
K. Sivan, ISRO chairman, 
as saying, “The countries 
which have the capac-
ity to bring that source 
from the moon to Earth 
will dictate the process. 
I don’t want to be just a 
part of them, I want to 
lead them.”

Laudable attitude 
but we are getting car-
ried away here. The idea 
of mining helium on the 
moon has been discussed 
by NASA and the Europe-
an Space Agency but with 
far less noise. The BQ re-
port made it okay to talk 
about He-3 again after the 
fiasco in April last year, 

when a slew of reports 
misquoted a former ISRO 
scientist to create an un-
necessary news cycle: dis-
cuss the potential of He-3 
fusion to power the world 
for “250 years” – check; 
tie in the responsibilities 
of the senior-most offi-
cial of the Indian space 
programme with an emo-
tional aspiration – check; 
acknowledge that the 
necessary tech doesn’t yet 
exist – check.

This is what climate 
change reporters would 
call false balance: giving 
readers the impression 
that the article is ‘bal-
anced’ because it makes 
room for voices from all 
sides, without stopping 
to ask whether some of 
these voices are actually 
making sense. The moon 
contains a substance that 
we think we know how 
to use – and we are let-
ting this belief bias our 
decision-making. The 
moon and multiple near-
Earth objects contain lots 
of materials found much 
less abundantly on Earth; 
why are we not hanker-
ing after those? Is it only 
because we don’t yet have 
reasonable theories at 
hand about how to ex-
ploit them?

ISRO has an impend-
ing moon mission, in Oc-
tober/November this year 
in fact, over the course of 
which the organisation 
hopes to deploy its first 
rover on the lunar sur-
face. So it feels like we’re 
paying He-3 attention be-
cause a) it hasn’t yet been 
exploited by Earth-based 

I
f you are very lucky you might 
have seen an orangutan in the 
wild. Most people have only 
seen them on television. In ei-

ther case the animal was probably 
deep in some remote forest, as yet 
untainted by people. This is the im-
age we associate with these critical-
ly endangered animals: vulnerable, 
dependent on pristine habitats, and 
incapable of coexisting with people. 
But that view may be wrong.

Until recently, our ideas about 
conservation were constrained by ro-
mantic notions of “wild” nature and 
our limited grasp of just how adapt-
able and robust nature can be. Yet un-
derstanding how prolonged exposure 
to humans has impacted even well-
studied species can help overturn 
assumptions about them and make 
conservation more effective. The or-
angutan is a good example.

Orangutans are the largest 
mammals to primarily live in trees, 
and they have few predators aside 
from humans. They generally live 
at low densities and are unique 
among apes in being largely soli-
tary. Though orangutan species 
were once widespread in mainland 
South-East Asia, the three that re-

main are restricted to small popula-
tions on Sumatra (Pongo abelii and 
the newly described P. tapanulien-
sis) and Borneo (Pongo pygmaeus). 
All orangutans are critically en-
dangered, but it was assumed that 
significant human impacts mostly 
took place within the past 60 years, 
leading to the view of orangutans as 
“untouched” and lacking the capac-
ity to adapt to humans.

But we may have misjudged the 
orangutan. That’s the conclusion 
of research we have just published, 
together with co-authors, in Sci-
ence Advances. Rather than being 
an ecologically-fragile ape, there 
is evidence that orangutans have 
long been adapting to humans. The 
modern orangutan is the product 
of both environmental and human 
impacts, and where they live and 
how they act appear to reflect our 
shared history.

We are not implying that oran-
gutans aren’t endangered by cur-
rent human activities – they are. For 
example, between 1999 and 2015, 
Borneo’s orangutan population 
plummeted by about 50%, a loss of 
an estimated 100,000 individuals in 
16 years. The main factor responsi-
ble for this was likely hunting. But if 
major threats like hunting are con-
trolled – an important “if” – then 
orangutans may be better able to 
coexist with people than is widely 

thought. This opens up opportuni-
ties for conservation beyond simply 
protecting remote forests.
Coexistence for 70,000 years
People and orangutans have been in 
contact ever since modern humans 
made their home in the wet tropics 
some 70,000 years ago. At that time 
orangutans were widespread and 
abundant. Their teeth are relatively 
common among animal remains 
found in China, Vietnam, and Thai-
land suggesting they were easy pick-
ings for prehistoric hunters.

Orangutans underwent a pre-
cipitous decline around 20,000 
years ago, resulting in a restricted 
distribution and low densities even 
before mass deforestation over 
the past century. While the climate 
likely had some effect, evidence 
from fossils, archaeology and ge-
netics strongly suggests a human 
role. Specifically, we found that the 
arrival of humans – and especially 
advances in their hunting technolo-
gies, such as projectile weapons 
and, later, blowguns and guns – 
match up with orangutan declines.

Indeed, it appears that ancient 
humans nearly wiped out the oran-
gutan, as they did the woolly rhino, 
giant ground sloths, and other Pleis-
tocene megafauna. Surviving or-
angutans probably modified their 
behaviour to counter this threat, per-
haps retreating further into the thick-

est forests to avoid human hunters.
That ability to adapt is still 

present in orangutans, and is is also 
why they are still around today. Re-
cent studies have found they can get 
by reasonably well in logged forests, 
and they even inhabit fragmented 
forest landscapes dominated by 
oil palm and other crops, although 
they still need access to natural for-
est. When their preferred foods (ripe 
fruit) are not available, orangutans 
are even able to eat a wide variety of 
“fallback foods” like bark.
The good news
The realisation that orangutans 
have already adapted to a world 
dominated by humans has implica-
tions for conservation. The fact that 
these animals can survive relatively 
well in plantations and farmland 
outside pristine forests – as long as 
they are not being hunted – means 
that these areas should be inte-
grated into conservation strategies. 
This is especially important given 
that most orangutans today do not 
live in protected forests, but in areas 
open to human use.

The line between nature and 
human-dominated world is increas-
ingly blurred. Most species have 
adapted to human activities in some 
manner. This isn’t always a good 
thing, but with the orangutan it al-
lows us to see conservation opportu-
nities that were previously invisible.

Why Are We Going Over the Moon on Helium-3 All Over Again?
If we’re going to get excited about ISRO mining the moon for He-3, a fuel that could be used for nuclear fusion, it 
may be prudent to first produce surplus power from fusionable isotopes – a breakthrough that is still years away.

Orangutans Have Been Adapting to Humans for 70,000 Years

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The desire for 
travel might hit you today, perhaps to visit 
a friend who lives far away, and you could 
set the wheels in motion to make it happen. 

Social events could take up your evening, Aries, and 
you might meet some interesting people. A friend may 
need a sympathetic ear. As you’re especially sensitive 
to others right now, you’re prepared to hear a sad story. 
Otherwise, your day should go well.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
might hear about opportunities to increase 
your income, Taurus, either through your 
current employment, a new job, or perhaps 

a project of your own. You’re likely to channel a great 
deal of energy and inspiration to this end. Others may 
want to pitch in and help you. You’re liable to feel ener-
getic and optimistic. This, in turn, can help you attract 
more opportunities. Go for it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): All your relation-
ships could be enhanced today by your in-
creased sensitivity to the needs and feelings 
of others, Gemini. You may provide a sympa-

thetic ear to melancholy friends, help someone resolve 
problems, or both. Whatever it is, rest assured that your 
efforts won’t go unappreciated. You’ll probably grow 
closer to the ones who mean the most to you now, in-
cluding a significant other.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Expect to find 
yourself ministering to the needs of col-
leagues and family members today, Can-
cer. People around you might need to draw 

upon your insights into human nature in order to un-
derstand themselves and others. Your common sense 
could prove valuable to them. In the process of sharing 
your wisdom with others, you might also shed some 
light on emotional situations of your own. You could 
surprise yourself!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might feel 
especially intellectually and creatively in-
spired, and you could discuss your ideas with 
others. The process of communication could 

open new doors in your mind and result in some fas-
cinating insights concerning whatever you’re pursuing 
at this time. Sometime in the course of your conversa-
tions, Leo, don’t be surprised if you find that one of your 
friends needs a sympathetic ear. Enjoy your day.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A close friend or 
member of your household could be having 
money problems, Virgo, and want to draw on 
your good business sense in order to under-

stand the situation and find ways to put it right. As you’re 
likely to be feeling especially sensitive to the needs of 
others today, you could be of valuable help to this per-
son and anyone else who might need some insights.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Heightened intu-
ition and ESP could lead to some interesting 
conversations with others who are blown 
away by your insights into their thoughts, 

feelings, and desires. You could also be feeling more 
expressive than usual, Libra. You might want to chan-
nel some of that inspiration into writing, speaking, or 
some other form of self-expression. Reading may also 
prove especially valuable at this time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A higher level 
of intuition and inspiration than is usual 
for you could enhance your artistic talents, 
Scorpio. A powerful drive to express the sto-

ries, pictures, or music that may be flooding your mind 
could result in your spending as much of the day as 
possible in seclusion, jotting down thoughts and ideas. 
By day’s end, you might have spent most of your free 
time alone yet be very satisfied with the results.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Moving 
ahead is today’s key phrase, Sagittarius. You 
should be feeling very optimistic and excited 
about goals that you’ve set for yourself. You’re 

probably confident that you’ll reach them and all will 
go well. This positive attitude spills over into your rela-
tionships. You should be in just the right frame of mind 
to encourage friends to go for their dreams and give 
them any assistance they need.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Inspiration 
is the keyword for the day, Capricorn. You 
may be feeling highly motivated to move 
on with what others consider impossible 

dreams. “Impossible” has never stopped you before, and 
you aren’t likely to let it stop you today. You’re more likely 
to consider all contingencies carefully in order to make 
them work. Friends could be inspired by your vision and 
determination and follow your example. Go for it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): An increased 
understanding of distant cultures as well as 
curiosity about the people who live there 
could spur you on to further learning about 

those places, Aquarius. Friends or groups with which 
you’re affiliated could be involved in some way. You’re 
likely to channel a lot of energy into intellectual activities 
today and inspire others to do the same. Take a walk at 
some point during the day to clear your head.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The opportunity to 
increase your income could spur you to chan-
nel more energy and inspiration into career 
and business matters, Pisces. Some vivid, in-

tense dreams might reveal a lot about you and your mo-
tivations, which could increase your self-awareness and 
make everything easier for you. The drive to succeed in 
material and spiritual matters is likely to play a powerful 
role in everything you do today. Onward and upward!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

organisations and b) mil-
lions of Indians long for 
ISRO to lead the world 
one way or another. If we 
were mere months away 
from launching a mis-
sion to Venus, perhaps we 
would be seeing a lot of 
reports about extracting 
energy from that part of 

the Solar System.
Even if the project is 

improbable, could public 
interest in He-3 mining 
and fusion at least boost 
ISRO’s budgetary pros-
pects? It can’t, for three 
reasons:

1. He-3 fusion is un-
tested technology. Con-

sidering prevailing com-
mitments like the Paris 
Agreement, it would sim-
ply be foolish for India to 
attempt stewarding a nu-
clear fusion programme 
involving heavier iso-
topes when a prototype 
hydrogen fusion experi-
ment (ITER) itself has 

sucked in over Rs 96,550 
crore (about 9% of which 
India contributes) while 
another billion-dollar fa-
cility in the US has been 
struggling to kickstart fu-
sion chain reactions for 
over four years now.

2. ISRO needs the 
money for other things 
(self-explanatory)

3. It’s not why we’re 
going to the moon – at 
least, it should not be the 
reason we’re going to the 
moon: to extract a ‘fuel’ 
we don’t know how to 
use. Instead, the Chan-
drayaan 2 mission has 
other, more decidedly 
laudable goals, and we 
shouldn’t be worming our 
way out of trying to un-
derstand them and and 
the nuanced value they 
promise instead.

It’s important to get 
our reasons right for do-
ing anything, especially 
when crores of rupees are 
involved, because they 
are proxies for the things 
that people value, which 
in turn influence policy-
making, governance and 
ultimately the allocation 
of funds. On the flip side, 
if this is the kind of mes-
saging that ISRO, and the 
government behind it, 
is looking for, then arm 
yourself with facts and 
don’t call the mission sci-
entific or judge it for its 
scientific or technological 
value.

Additionally, hop-
ing that “the more we 
talk about new-fangled 
technologies, the more 
we will remove it from 
the realm of abstraction 
and the closer we will 
come to realising it” is il-

logical. While it is good to 
dream big, drawing upon 
fashionable ideas from 
the pages of golden-age 
science fiction, it is also 
important to keep our 
feet on the ground. India 
has a substantial natural 
reserve of thorium; that 
does not mean thorium-
fuelled reactors are ready 
to power the country for 
hundreds of years.

In the case of He-3 
fusion, even technologi-
cal feasibility, leave alone 
readiness, is not at hand; 
it is somewhat like talking 
about building advanced 
heavy-water reactors in 
the early 1930s, after the 
neutron was discovered 
but before the Chicago 
Pile went critical, and 
with a world war set to 
change everything – the 
way climate change is 
poised to do for our gen-
eration. It is not presci-
ence or early adoption as 
much as speculation and 
spitballing. It would pay 
to be more conservative 
in our choice of goals to 
pursue if only because, 
in the short to medium 
terms, ISRO is neither 
equipped nor empow-
ered to incentivise blue-
sky thinking. This can be 
further broken down in 
two ways:

1. Its funds are not al-
located for decades at a 
time, which means the 
trajectories of its major 
projects have to be Baye-
sian – each mission im-
mediately following its 
predecessor – and often 
incremental.

2. ISRO is an essential-
ly civilian organisation, 
which means its goals go 

hand in hand with stra-
tegic and diplomatic ad-
vantages sought by the 
government and from 
which the organisation 
can barely deviate.

It is entirely possible 
that, following this line 
of sight, He-3 fusion will 
be in India’s crosshairs as 
a feasible nuclear fuel in 
the distant future – but 
not before that. Support-
ing technologies whose 
development and im-
plementation we have a 
realistic chance of guid-
ing is also what makes us 
more able to predict the 
future, and gives us more 
control over determining 
long-term research goals 
and policy directions. In 
short: if we’re to be heard, 
we need to make sense. 
He-3 fusion doesn’t yet 
make sense, especially in 
a world that doesn’t have 
H-2 fusion, and it would 
be perilous for ISRO to 
pursue it as if it were 
because such a choice 
would come at the cost of 
various other endeavours 
there is a demonstrated 
need to become better at.

Of course, it seems 
likely that deuterium/
tritium fusion will be 
achieved before the close 
of this century but that 
alone wouldn’t open the 
gate for the entire world 
to be powered for two or 
three centuries by a sin-
gle, non-renewable fuel – 
and ISRO or any other or-
ganisation would do well 
to not pick something as 
incredible as that to prove 
a point about ability and 
leadership. Dare I men-
tion the India-based Neu-
trino Observatory?
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Five killed as private plane crashes in Mumbai suburb Oppn. creating unrest in society, 
cut off from reality — Modi

Congress lists multiple surgical strikes, slams Centre over 2016 action

Conspiracy to kill Bukhari was 
hatched in Pakistan — Police

Cong. lashes out at 
govt. over fall in rupee

BJP will win 22 Lok Sabha seats in West Bengal — Shah

Aircel-Maxis: Memo containing sensitive 
materials prompted SC to pass order 

India plans to cut 
oil imports from 
Iran? say officials 

Delay in 2+2 dialogue unrelated to India — Haley

Chief Secretary case: Kejriwal to face conspiracy charge
PTI

Nikki Haley (File Photo)

PTI

Inspector General of Police SP Pani addresses a press conference to 
release the identity of four LeT cadre Sheikh Sajad Gul, Azad Ahmad 
Malik, Muzafar Ahmad Bhat, and Naveed Jatt who are allegedly 
involved in the killing of Kashmiri journalist Shujaat Bukhari, in 
Srinagar on Thursday, June 28, 2018. 

PTI

Rescue personnel stand near the debris of the chartered plane that crashed in Ghatkopar’s Jivdaya Lane, 
killing five, in Mumbai on Thursday, June 28, 2018. 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the gathering, at Maghar, 
in Sant Kabir Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh on Thursday, June 28, 
2018. 

Mumbai, June 28 (IANS): 
At least five persons, in-
cluding a pregnant en-
gineer and a pedestrian, 
were killed and three oth-
ers injured when a small 
private plane belonging 
to gutka baron Deepak 
Kothari crashed in the 
thickly populated suburb 
of Ghatkopar in north-
east Mumbai on Thursday 
afternoon, officials said.

Eyewitnesses said the 
plane was seen hurtling 
down in the narrow Jeev-
daya Lane area of the Gu-
jarati-dominated suburb 
and crashed with a deaf-
ening roar before breaking 
into pieces and bursting 
into flames around 1.15 
p.m.

There were two pilots 
including a woman and as 
many engineers includ-
ing a female on board 
the aircraft, owned by UY 
Aviation Pv. Ltd, which is 
owned by Kothari, famed 
for the Pan Parag gutka 
brand.

The victims have been 
identified as Capt. Pradeep 
Rajput, woman pilot Capt. 
Mariya, woman aircraft 
maintenance engineer 
Surabhi, who was more 
than two months preg-
nant, and her colleague, 
an aircraft junior techni-
cian Manish Pandey, both 
of Indamer Aviation Pvt 
Ltd.

The fuselage had bro-

ken into several pieces and 
one piece was recovered at 
least 50 metres away while 
some other portions of the 
plane were seen burning 
in thick black smoke in 
the premises of an under-
construction building. The 
fire was brought under 
control within half hour by 
the fire brigade.

The aircraft’s Flight 
Data Recorder or Black 
Box was retrieved.

A passerby, Govind 
Pandit, was burnt fatally 
when some burning fuel 

from the aircraft fell on 
him, said an eyewitness 
who was among the first 
to reach the spot.

There are usually at 
least four dozen labourers 
working on the premises 
but they had taken a lunch 
break when the aircraft 
crashed, creating a crater 
by its impact.

Aviation expert and 
Executive Airways Man-
aging Director Pradeep 
Thampi said the aircraft 
was a 30-year-old King Air 
C-90, purchased from the 

Uttar Pradesh government 
by UY Aviation Pvt Ltd in 
Mumbai around a couple 
of years ago.

An Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment spokesperson 
confirmed that the Mum-
bai-based UY Aviation Pvt 
Ltd had bought the aircraft 
a few years ago.

Union Minister for Civil 
Aviation Suresh Prabhu, 
who hails from Mumbai, 
expressed “deep shock” 
over the tragedy and di-
rected the ministry officials 
concerned to rush to the 

accident site and provide 
all assistance possible.

Prabhu said he has or-
dered the Director-Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation to 
conduct an investigation 
into the crash. The Aircraft 
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau will make the detailed 
probe.

Chief Minister Dev-
endra Fadnavis, Police 
Commissioner Datta 
Padsalgikar, BJP MP Kirit 
Somaiya, Congress MLA 
Naseem Khan and others 
visited the spot and the 
hospital where the injured 
were admitted.

Khan has demanded a 
probe into how the small 
aircraft managed to get 
in the funnel way of the 
country’s busiest Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj In-
ternational Airport from 
where commercial flights 
take off or land almost 
continuously.

Meanwhile, the condi-
tion of three locals injured 
in the incident is reported 
to be stable in the Raja-
wadi Hospital. They have 
been identified as Luvkush 
Kumar, 21, Naresh Kumar 
Nishad, 24 and Prashant 
Mahankal, 23.

Since this afternoon 
hordes of people made a 
beeline to the crash site. 
The security agencies a 
tough time controlling 
them as they shot videos 
or took selfies.

Sant Kabirnagar (UP), 
June 28 (PTI): Invoking 
15th century poet-saint 
Kabir Das, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today ac-
cused the opposition of 
creating unrest in society 
and joining hands for petty 
political interests.

“Those who imposed 
Emergency and those who 
were against it are now try-
ing to forge alliances,” he 
said at his public meeting.

Modi was on a first ever 
visit by a prime minister to 
the nondescript Maghar 
town where Kabir Das, who 
preached against caste and 
religious differences, at-
tained salvation.

“The lust for power is 

such that those imposing 
Emergency and those who 
had opposed it then are 
today walking shoulder-to-
shoulder, and searching for 
an opportunity to snatch 
power, he said.

They are not bothered 
about the welfare of the 
country or society, but are 
concerned about their own 
welfare and their family’s 
interest, Modi said at the 
event which marked Ka-
bir’s 500th death anniver-
sary. “They think if there 
is unrest they will benefit 
politically, he said.

But these people are 
cut off from reality and 
don’t know the nature of 
this nation of Sant Kabir, 

Mahatma Gandhi and 
Baba Ambedkar,” Modi 
said.

Those who always talk 
of ‘samajwad’ and ‘bahu-
jan’ are extremely selfish, 
he said in an apparent ref-
erence to BJP’s key rivals 
in Uttar Pradesh - the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party and the 
Samajwadi Party.

Referring to the recent 
controversy over former 
chief ministers being 
served notices to vacate 
their bungalows in compli-
ance with a Supreme Court 
order, he said, “Those peo-
ple had developed an at-
tachment to their luxurious 
bungalows.” 

Our government re-
peatedly wrote letters 
but they did not give the 
number of houses to be 
constructed for the poor. 
It was a government which 
was interested in its own 
bungalows,” he said.

Unfortunately some 
families claim themselves 
to be the ̀ bhagya vidhaataa 
(saviours) of the people, 
and are hell-bent on con-
tradicting the preaching of 
Kabir Das ji.” 

Recalling former Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam, 
who visited Maghar in 
2003, the prime minister 
said it will be developed as 
a centre of harmony on the 
global map.

New Delhi, June 28 (IANS): The 
Congress on Thursday accused the 
Modi government of using the 2016 
surgical strike carried out in Pakistan 
as “political fodder” to gain votes 
and listed many similar strikes done 
in the last two decades to assert this 
was not the first action of its kind.

Congress leader Randeep Singh 
Surjewala’s comments came a day 
after the release of the video footage 
of the Indian Army’s surgical strikes 
in September 2016 when troops 
crossed the Line of Control (LoC) 
to attack terror hubs in Pakistan-
administered Kashmir.

Surjewala told reporters that BJP 
President Amit Shah had “dishon-
oured” the 70-year-long history of 
bravery and sacrifice of the armed 
forces by making a “disgraceful state-
ment” on October 7, 2016 that the 
“Indian Army had crossed the LoC 
for the first time in 68 years”.

Stressing that Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi and her predecessor 
Sonia Gandhi supported the armed 

forces and the government in the 
2016 action, Surjewala said the Army 
had conducted strategic surgical 
strikes “with utmost precision and 
effective penetration” at different 
times in the last two decades.

He listed eight “surgical strikes” 
conducted prior to 2016. 

“We are proud that our forces 
successfully conducted multiple 
surgical strikes over the last two 
decades, particularly post 2000 -- 
January 21, 2000 (Nadala Enclave, 
across Neelam river); September 18, 
2003 (Baroh Sector, Poonch); June 
19, 2008 (Bhattal Sector, Poonch); 
August 30 to September 1, 2011 
(Sharda Sector, across Neelam river 
Valley in Kel); January 6, 2013 (Sawan 
Patra Checkpost); July 27 to 28, 2013 
(Nazapir Sector); August 6, 2013 
(Neelam Valley); January 14, 2014; 
September 28 to 29, 2016.”

He said the Modi government 
sought credit for the sacrifices of 
the soldiers but had “utterly failed” 
to provide the direction, vision and 

policy for dealing with Pakistan and 
checkmating Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism. 

“Doublespeak of the Modi gov-
ernment and the BJP’s stand is 
reflected in the stepmotherly treat-
ment of our armed forces, both 
in terms of providing for security 
apparatus as also in slashing their 
budgetary allocation.” 

Surjewala alleged that Army Vice 
Chief Sarath Chand was “forced” to 
say that 68 per cent of all equipment 
was vintage. 

“On account of budgetary cuts, 
procurement from ordinance facto-
ry is being reduced from 94 per cent 
to 50 per cent, which will force our 
soldiers to buy uniforms, combat 
dress, belts and shoes on their own.” 

Surjewala said the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee on De-
fence highlighted lack of money for 
emergency purchases by Armed 
Forces after the Uri terror attack, 
the surgical strike and the Doklam 
standoff with China.

Srinagar, June 28 (IANS): 
The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police said on Thursday 
that the conspiracy to kill 
noted Kashmiri journal-
ist Shujaat Bukhari was 
hatched in Pakistan and 
that the Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT ) carried out the 
crime.

Inspector General of 
Police S.P. Pani told the 
media: “This terror crime 

was done by LeT and the 
conspiracy was hatched in 
Pakistan.”

Giving details, the po-
lice chief of the Kashmir 
Valley said: “Investigation 
has established that there 
was a campaign in cer-
tain social media platform 
against Shujaat Bukhari 
spreading hate campaign, 
malicious and intimidat-
ing.

New Delhi, June 28 (IANS): Delhi 
Police is likely to charge Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal and his deputy 
Manish Sisodia with conspiracy in 
the alleged assault of Chief Secretary 
Anshu Prakash by two AAP MLAs, 
said police sources. “Delhi Police has 
been planting all kinds of fictitious 
stories since the last four months. 
The truth is that a conspiracy was 
hatched by the police and Prakash 
to defame CM Arvind Kejriwal and 
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia in a bid 
to destabilise the elected state gov-
ernment,” AAP chief spokesperson 
Saurabh Bhardwaj told the media. 

Prakash, who had gone to attend 
a late night “emergency” meeting 
called by Kejriwal at his residence in 
Civil Lines on February 19, had al-
leged that he was assaulted by Aam 
Aadmi Party MLAs Amanutullah 
Khan and Prakash Jarwal. 

Bhardwaj however claimed 
that no incidence of violence took 
place on the night of February 19 at 
the Delhi CM’s residence and that 
“CCTV tampering allegation has 
proved to be false”.

“Delhi Police has been unable to 
answer a simple question that if the 
Chief Secretary was assaulted, then 

how was it that in the CCTV footage 
he was seen walking normally out of 
the CM residence.

“The Chief Secretary - a person 
with close links with senior BJP lead-
ers - instead of going to the police, 
went straight to Raj Niwas at 12.30 
p.m., where the Lt. Governor, along 
with Delhi Police Commissioner 
were already waiting for him to 
implicate the CM and dozen AAP 
MLAs in a fabricated case,” Bhardwaj 
alleged. 

“The party will expose the con-
spiracy against itself before the peo-
ple,” he said. 

New Delhi, June 28 (PTI): 
India is looking at slashing 
oil imports from Iran? and 
replacing them with more 
purchases from Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait after US 
re-imposed sanctions on 
the Persian Gulf nation, 
government and industry 
officials said today.

While a final view on 
US asking India and China 
to cut Iranian oil imports 
has not yet been taken, 
the petroleum ministry 
has asked refiners to tread 
cautiously and start look-
ing at alternatives, they 
said.

Replacing Iran, which 
is India’s third largest oil 
supplier behind Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia, will not be a 
problem but margins will 
be hit as Tehran offers the 
best commercial terms, 
another official said.

Other sources in Latin 
America and US are also 
some options, he added.

Purulia, June 28 (PTI): Lashing out at 
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee for “unleashing violence” 
on her political rivals, BJP chief Amit 
Shah today said sacrifice of his party 
workers will not go waste and it will 
win 22 of the state’s 42 Lok Sabha 
seats in 2019.

Addressing a rally here, he said 
that if people of Bengal “want to stop 
the illegal immigration from Bangla-
desh then they have to dethrone the 
Mamata-led TMC government.” 

Shah attacked the state govern-

ment for unleashing violence in 
the state and said that the people 
who are used to listening Rabindra 
sangeet are now hearing the noise of 
bombs.  Shah, who earlier in the day 
visited the families of the BJP work-
ers who were allegedly killed in the 
political violence, said their sacrifice 
will not go waste. 

He further said the next gen-
eral elections will lay the foundation 
stone for change in the state and the 
party will win 22 Lok Sabha seats. 
The BJP had won two seats in the 

2014 elections. 
Ridiculing Mamata’s efforts to 

form a grand alliance against the 
Modi government, Shah said that 
the TMC is losing political ground 
in the state.

He also alleged the despite the 
central government’s financial help, 
development has taken a back seat 
in the state and only “bomb-making 
industry and TMC’s syndicate busi-
ness have flourished”, he said.

Shah also felicitated the families 
of the deceased workers on the stage.

New Delhi, June 28 (PTI): 
A confidential memo 
signed by a senior of-
ficer of the Cabinet Sec-
retariat, containing “very 
sensitive materials”, has 
prompted the Supreme 
Court to give a free hand 
to the Centre to look into 
the “serious” allegations 
against ED’s Joint Di-
rector Rajeshwar Singh, 
who is probing the Air-
cel-Maxis deal case.

A vacation bench of 
Justice Arun Mishra and 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul ob-
served that the memo, 
placed before it by the 
Centre in a sealed cover 
yesterday, has “given rise 
to at least a conclusion 
that the allegations are 
serious in nature”.

The Centre, in its af-
fidavit, told the court that 
certain allegations were 
made against him on 
earlier occasions which 
had resulted in “discreet 
enquiry”, but the matter 

was later closed.
The bench also said 

that since a charge sheet 
has already been filed 
in the Aircel-Maxis case, 
“it will be the call of the 
government authorities” 
as to whether Singh has 
any further role to play 
in the matter or in the 
probe and trial.

The court  had on 
March 12 set a dead-
line of six months for 
the CBI and the ED to 
complete the investi-
gation into the alleged 
irregularities in FIPB ap-
proval given in the Aircel-
Maxis deal case in which 
former Finance Minis-
ter P Chidambaram and 
his son Karti have been 
questioned by the probe 
agencies.

The bench disposed 
of the petition filed by 
one Rajneesh Kapur, 
who was seeking probe 
against Singh for alleged-
ly amassing assets which 

are disproportionate to 
his known source of in-
come by “foul means”.

While Singh had also 
filed a contempt plea 
alleging that attempts 
were being made to 
thwart the investigation 
in the Aircel-Maxis case, 
BJP leader Subramanian 
Swamy had also moved 
the top court seeking 
to impead himself as a 
party in the petition filed 
by Kapur.

Yesterday, after the 
top court’s order, Swamy 
had held a press confer-
ence and made public 
the document which he 
claimed was placed in a 
sealed cover before the 
court by the Centre.

On his part, Singh has 
also made a scathing at-
tack on the Revenue Sec-
retary asking him if he 
has developed animosity 
against him by “siding 
with scamsters and their 
affiliates”.

New Delhi, June 28 (IANS): 
The postponement of the 
2+2 dialogue was “com-
pletely unrelated” to India, 
US Ambassador to UN 
Nikki Haley said here on 
Thursday, seeking to dis-
miss reports that linked 
it to issues like sanctions 
against Iran and the pro-
posal to buy the S-400 mis-
sile system from Russia.

Her remarks came a 
day after Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo called his 
Indian counterpart Sush-
ma Swaraj on Wednesday 
and announced the post-
ponement of the dialogue 
scheduled for July 6.

News reports  had 
sought to suggest that the 
sudden decision by the 
US on Wednesday night to 
postpone the talks could 
be due to the fact that New 
Delhi may find it difficult 
to stop all oil imports from 
Iran beyond November 

this year following sanc-
tions against Teheran on 
the nuclear issue. 

The deferring of the 2+2 
dialogue was also sought to 
be linked to the proposed 
defence deal with Russia. 

But there was no of-
ficial reason given for why 
Washington decided on 
the postponement ex-
cept to say that there were 

scheduling problems.
Under the 2+2 dia-

logue, External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj and 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman were to travel 
to Washington to hold talks 
with their US counterparts 
Michael Pompeo and 
James Mattis on July 6 on 
bilateral issues. 

Earlier on Thursday, 

the US Embassy released 
a statement which said the 
postponement was not 
related to bilateral relation-
ship.

In her speech, Haley, 
who is here on a three-
day visit, said India and 
a strengthened US-India 
partnership were at the 
centre of the US approach 
of seeking for every coun-
try -- large and small -- the 
ability and opportunity to 
interact as sovereign and 
equal nations.

“Perhaps no other 
partnership has as much 
potential for global peace 
and prosperity over the 
next 10, 20 or 50 years,” 
she said, adding the 2+2 
dialogue was an important 
sign of how much bilateral 
security and defence coop-
eration had grown in recent 
years and the new level of 
strategic confidence in the 
partnership.

“With the cooperation 
of service providers, tangi-
ble evidence has been col-
lected that the individual 
behind the hate campaign 
belongs to LeT terrorist or-
ganization and all the con-
tent on social media was 
posted from Pakistan.”

Pani said the person 
associated with publishing 
malicious articles against 
Bukhari was a Sheikh 
Sajad Gul alias Ahmad 
Khalid of Srinagar who is 
associated with the LeT 
and presently in Pakistan.

The identity of the ac-
cused was given as Muzaf-
far Ahmad alias Talha of 
Qazigund, who has been 
active since January 2018, 
Naveed Jatt alias Hanzul-
lah of Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir, who had 
escaped from judicial cus-
tody, and Azad Ahmad 
Malik alias Dada of Bijbe-
hara, who has been active 
since December 2016.

Bukhari was killed 
along with two of his se-
curity guards in Press En-
clave area of Srinagar city.

New Delhi, June 28 (PTI): 
The Congress today at-
tacked the government 
after the Indian rupee sank 
to an all-time low against 
the US dollar, terming it 
as a “shameful” and “black 
day” for the country’s 
economy.

He also accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
of “destroying” the coun-
try’s economy due to his 
“ill-conceived” decision of 
demonetisation and de-
manded that he apologise 
to the country for the state 
of the economy.

He claimed that it was a 
black day for the economy 
and dubbed it as shameful.

He said former prime 
minister Manmohan Singh 
was right when he said in 
Parliament that the note-
ban decision was an “or-
ganised loot and legalised 
plunder” which would 
dent the GDP by 2 per-
centage points.  Consistent 
dollar demand from banks 
and importers, mainly oil 
refiners, following higher 
crude oil prices kept the 
rupee under pressure.
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News IN BrIef
Taliban kill 16 Afghan police 
personnel
Kabul, June 28 (IANS): Sixteen Afghan Border Police 
personnel were killed after Taliban attacked their outpost 
in Takhar province on Thursday. The attack occurred at 
about 3 a.m. after the Taliban militants surrounded the post 
located in the remote area of Chah Aab district near the 
border with Tajikistan, an official told Xinhua news agency. 
One policeman was injured and six others were reported 
missing after the clash, he added.

15 killed in Kenya market fire 
Nairobi, June 28 (IANS): At least 15 people were killed 
and 70 others injured on Thursday when a massive fire 
ripped through one of Kenya’s largest open-air markets. 
The St. John Ambulance service in Kenya said the fire broke 
out in the Gikomba market in central Nairobi at around 
2.30 a.m., although the cause of the blaze was yet to be 
determined, reports Efe news. “Multi-agency search and 
rescue operations ongoing, 15 residential apartments and 
several shanties affected,” the service said in a statement. 
The injured were rushed to the Kenyatta National Hospital.
Kenya’s Red Cross said the fire had been contained. 

Putin, Trump to meet on July 16 in 
Finland
Moscow, June 28 (IANS): Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and his US counterpart Donald Trump will meet 
in the Finnish capital Helsinki on July 16, the Kremlin 
announced on Thursday. “(The) two leaders will discuss 
the current state and prospects of  further development 
of the Russian-US relations and also vital issues of the 
international agenda,” a Kremlin statement said. Kremlin 
aide Yuri Ushakov earlier told reporters that the venue of the 
summit was convenient for both sides, TASS news agency 
reported. The meeting was likely to last several hours as 
there will be a protocol event, a tete-a-tete meeting and a 
joint news conference. Ushakov suggested that both the 
leaders could make a joint statement following the summit.

8 killed as bombings intensify in Syria
Damascus, June 28 (IANS): At least eight civilians, 
including three minors, were killed by pro-government 
bombings in southern Syria, a region of the war-torn nation 
that has seen a surge in violence in recent days, according 
to activists on Wednesday. According to the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, a United Kingdom-based 
war monitor, some 80 aerial attacks struck the region of  
Deraa, one of the final armed opposition outposts in the 
south of Syria. Forces loyal to the Syrian government of  
Bashar al-Assad have dramatically intensified operations 
against the province, which is sandwiched against the 
Jordanian border, Efe reported. Some 45,000 people in the 
region have fled bombing and artillery fire, according to the 
United Nations. 

Italy PM threatens to veto EU 
summit statement on migration
Brussels, June 28 (PTI/AFP): Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte today threatened to veto an EU summit 
statement on migration if fellow leaders fail to do more to 
help Italy cope with migrants.  “It’s a possibility I hope not to 
consider, but if we reach that point, on my behalf we will not 
have shared conclusions,” Conte told reporters when asked 
if Italy would veto the statement on migration.

3 killed in Germany house explosion
Berlin, June 28 (IANS): At least three people were killed 
in an explosion in a house in the German city of Bremen, 
police said on Thursday. The blast occurred at the attic of the 
house at Huchting district at around 04.30 a.m, local media 
Focus Online quoted a police spokeswoman as saying. A 
41-year-old woman and her seven-year-old son were killed 
in the house, which was mostly destroyed. A 70-year-old 
woman living in a neighbouring house also died because 
of the impact. The adjacent houses were badly damaged by 
the explosion. The flames were extinguished later in the day.  

AP/PTI

Syrian refugees gather in their vehicles getting ready to cross into Syria from the eastern Lebanese border town of Arsal, Lebanon, Thursday, 
June 28, 2018. About 400 Syrians are expected to make the crossing on Thursday, after having requested permission from the Lebanese 
and Syrian governments. 

Islamabad, June 28 (PTI): Paki-
stan has lifted a ban on a Sunni 
extremist outfit and unblocked 
assets of its chief, in a surprise 
decision hours before the coun-
try was placed on the ‘grey list’ by 
the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) for failing to curb anti-
terror financing. 

The National Counter-Ter-
rorism Authority (NACTA) yes-
terday issued a notification to 
lift the ban on Ahle Sunnat Wal 
Jamaat (ASWJ) and unfreeze 
the assets of its chief Maulana 
Ahmed Ludhianvi, the Express 
Tribune reported.

The notification was issued 
on the recommendations of the 

Punjab province home depart-
ment, the paper said.

Ludhianvi is the chief of 
ASWJ, a banned sectarian ex-
tremist group, formerly known 
as Sipah-e-Sahaba. He became 
the group’s chief after the killing 
of his predecessor Ali Sher Haidri 
in a 2009 ambush.

In 1990s, the Sipah-e-Sa-
haba was actively involved in a 
number of high profile attacks 
on scholars, mosques and gath-
erings of the minority Shia com-
munity. The groups was banned 
by the military dictator General 
Pervez Musharraf in 2002. The 
group reemerged under the 
name of ASWJ.

The removal of the ban on 
the group comes as a surprise 
amid international pressure 
on Pakistan to dismantle terror 
sanctuaries on its soil.

Interestingly, the decision 
was made the same day Pakistan 
had committed to an ambitious 
26-point action plan spanning 
a period of 15 months to avoid 
being blacklisted by the Finan-
cial Action Task Force, the paper 
said.

The plan envisages choking 
the financing of terrorist groups 
like ISIS, Haqqani network, 
Jamaat-ud Dawa and its affiliate 
FIF, LeT, JeM and persons affili-
ated with the Taliban.

Ludhianvi, who is also the 
Joint Secretary of Difa-e-Pa-
kistan Council (DPC) whose 
central leadership includes 
Mumbai attack mastermind 
and JuD chief Hafiz Saeed, is 
now allowed to operate his bank 
accounts.

“He is also free to travel 
abroad as a ban on his move-
ment has been lifted after this 
notification. He is also allowed 
to avail purchase and carry arms 
after securing licence from the 
competent authority,” the paper 
said.

The computerised national 
identity card of Ludhianvi, who 
had been put on the Fourth 

Schedule, has also been un-
blocked and he is allowed to use 
it for sale and purchase of mov-
able and immoveable proper-
ties, it added.

The Fourth Schedule is a 
section of the Anti-Terrorism 
Act under which someone who 
is suspected of terrorism is kept 
under observation and it is man-
datory for him or her to register 
his or her attendance with the 
local police regularly. 

A prominent ASWJ leader, 
Aurangzeb Farooqui, is con-
testing on a provincial as well 
as a National Assembly seat 
from Karachi in the July 25 
elections.

Dhaka, June 28 (IANS): A 
prime suspect in the mur-
der of Bangladeshi writer 
Shahzahan Bachchu was 
killed in an alleged shoot-
out between police and 
criminals here on Thurs-
day.

Abdur Rahman, leader 
of the terror group Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh 
( JMB), was arrested on 
Sunday in connection with 
the murder of Bachchu. 

Rahman was killed 
while he was accompa-
nying the security forces 
in a raid to arrest one of 
his accomplices, said po-
lice officer Zayedul Alam, 
according to bdnews24.
com.

“Today we went to 
Shirajdikhan with him 
to arrest his accomplice. 
Sensing the presence of po-
lice, criminals opened fire, 
forcing police to retaliate. 
Rahman was caught in the 
line of fire and died on the 
spot,” Alam added.

He said Rahman had 
confessed to his role in 
Bachchu’s murder and also 
said that he was heading 
the JMB military opera-
tions in the country’s capi-
tal.

Bachchu, a member of 
the Communist Party of 
Bangladesh and owner of 
Bishaka Prakashani pub-
lishing house, was killed on 
June 11 by four assailants 
on two motorcycles.

Around 70 people, in-
cluding bloggers, intellec-
tuals, foreigners and mem-
bers of religious minorities 
in Bangladesh, have been 
killed in a series of attacks 
between 2013 and 2016.

Although Bangladesh 
blames indigenous groups 
such as the JMB and the 
Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami 
for these attacks, some of 
these incidents had also 
been claimed by the Islam-
ic State and the Al Qaeda 
branch in the Indian sub-
continent. 

Berlin, June 28 (IANS): Mi-
gration could be a “make 
or break” issue for the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said on Thursday 
ahead of a critical EU sum-
mit.

She pressed the Ger-
man parliament to back 
a tough but humane asy-
lum and migration policy 
for the EU, warning that 
if Germany fails to sup-
port that, migration issues 
could define Europe’s des-
tiny, reports CNN.

In a striking appeal to 
her own parliament for Eu-
ropean solidarity, Merkel 
unpicked some of the most 
contentious problems pit-
ting members of the EU 
against each other.

“Those who come to 
Europe cannot choose 
which EU country they 
want to seek asylum in,” 
she said. 

“Secondly, we can-
not leave those countries 
where asylum seekers ar-
rive to deal with (the prob-
lem) alone.

“If we do not get an 
agreement with the 28 EU 
member states, we will 
then need to consider a 
coalition of the willing on 
migrant policy. We need to 
find better solutions.”

Merkel urged against 
states acting unilaterally 

on migration, insisting that 
Europe needs to remain 
true to its multilateral val-
ues. 

“Our decision to open 
doors to refugees in 2015 
was not unilateral. We 
acted to help Austria and 
Hungary,” CNN quoted the 
Chancellor as saying.

Merkel also pointed out 
that the number of asylum 
seekers coming to Europe 
had fallen dramatically 
and that it was now time 
for Europe to return to the 

migration policy it had be-
fore 2015.

The German Chancel-
lor’s remarks come ahead 
of an EU leaders summit 
in Brussels on Thursday 
and Friday for an Euro-
pean Council summit that 
was supposed to focus on 
Brexit. 

Instead, with little 
progress on that front and 
high profile disagreements 
over the fate of migrants 
rescued at sea, migration 
has come to the fore.

Washington, June 28 
(IANS): Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, who provided 
key votes for same sex-
marriage, abortion access 
and affirmative action, 
has announced his retire-
ment from the US Supreme 
Court, a move that will give 
the President a chance to 
replace the pivotal justice 
and solidify a more con-
servative majority.

“It has been the great-
est honour and privilege 
to serve our nation in the 
federal judiciary for 43 
years, 30 of those years on 
the Supreme Court,” The 
Washington Post quoted 
the 81-year-old as saying 
in a statement released on 
Wednesday, his last day of 
the term. 

He said his final day in 
office will be July 31.

Kennedy hand-deliv-
ered a short letter of resig-
nation to President Donald 
Trump, shortly after a half 
hour meeting at the White 
House.

“Please permit me by 
this letter to express my 
profound gratitude for hav-
ing had the privilege to 
seek in each case how best 

to know, interpret and de-
fend the Constitution and 
the laws that must always 
conform to its mandates 
and promises,” Justice 
Kennedy wrote to Trump.

Trump said he held 
Kennedy in high esteem, 
reports CNN.

“He’s been a great jus-
tice of the Supreme Court... 
He is a man who’s displayed 
great vision, he’s displayed 
tremendous vision.”

Trump also announced 
that a search for a replace-
ment from a list of 25 con-
servative jurists he had 
previously identified as 
candidates for the court’s 
next vacancy will begin im-
mediately, reports The New 
York Times.

Potential nominees in-
clude Brett M. Kavanaugh, 
a federal appellate judge 
for the District of Colum-
bia Circuit who clerked 
for Justice Kennedy at the 
Supreme Court. 

Another possibility is 
Judge Thomas M. Hardi-
man of the US Court of 
Appeals for the Third Cir-
cuit, whom Trump seri-
ously considered last year 
to replace Justice Antonin 

Scalia, who died in 2016. 
The President chose Judge 
Neil M. Gorsuch instead.

Justice Kennedy, a Cali-
fornian and graduate of 
Harvard Law School, was 
appointed to the Supreme 
Court by President Ronald 
Reagan in 1987. 

He wrote some of the 
country’s most important 
gay rights decisions and 
helped to drastically shift 
the US legal treatment of 
gays, lesbians and trans-
gender people.

In 2015, he wrote the 
court’s opinion that es-
tablished the right for gay 
people to marry each other.

He determined how 
far a government may in-
trude on a woman’s right 
to an abortion; whether 
attempts to curtail the cor-
rupting influence of cam-
paign contributions vio-
lated free speech; and how 
and when it was appropri-
ate for the government to 
exercise affirmative action, 
The Washington Post re-
ported. 

His decisions shielded 
juveniles and the intellec-
tually disabled from death 
penalty.

Islamabad, June 28 (IANS): Pakistan’s Elec-
tion Commission said on Thursday that 
former Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Ab-
basi can participate in the July 25 general 
elections from another constituency, a day 
after an electoral tribunal had disqualified 
his candidature from his home seat.

On Wednesday, an appellate election 
tribunal had disqualified Abbasi from the 
Murree constituency for allegedly hiding 
facts and not providing the accurate value 
of his assets in the nomination papers, 
declaring him ineligible to be elected as 
a member of the Parliament according to 
Article 62 of the Constitution.

“The appeal was only about his Murree 
constituency so it’s applicable only on that 
constituency. He can run from Islamabad,” 
ECP spokesperson Altaf Ahmed told Efe news.

Ahmed said that the verdict would have 
no bearing on another seat, in Islamabad, 
where Abbasi has filed nominations for the 
elections. Abbasi has appealed against his 
disqualification in a higher court.

Abbasi’s predecessor, former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, was disqualified in 
July 2017 for not declaring a salary which 
he no longer received from a company 
run by his son, which the Supreme Court 
considered a violation of Article 62.

Beijing, June 28 (PTI): President 
Xi Jinping has told US Defence 
Secretary James Mattis that Chi-
na will not concede “even an 
inch” of its territory passed down 
from ancestors, in an apparent 
reference to the disputed South 
China Sea. 

China is engaged in hotly con-
tested territorial disputes in both 
the South China Sea (SCS) and 
the East China Sea (ECS). Beijing 
claims almost all of the SCS. Viet-
nam, the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Brunei and Taiwan have counter 
claims over the vital transit route 
for world trade. 

The US views China’s militari-
sation of the SCS a reason of ten-
sion in the Sino-US ties. The US 
has been sending periodic air and 
naval expeditions to assert its right 
of the freedom of the navigation in 

the area most of which is claimed 
by China. 

During his meeting with Mat-
tis here yesterday, Xi said China 
and the US should promote the 
development of bilateral ties based 
on the principle of mutual respect 
and win-win cooperation.

“When we see common inter-
ests between China and the US, we 
do not shy away from differences. 
Our stance is steadfast and clear-
cut when it comes to China’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,” 
he said, adding that “any inch of 
territory passed down from ances-
tors cannot be lost, while we want 
nothing from others.” 

As an important part of bi-
lateral relations, Xi said, the US 
and China military relations have 
maintained a sound development 
momentum in the recent years. 

“It has long been known that 
the real experts on military affairs 
do not want to employ military 
means to solve issues,” Xi was 
quoted as saying by the state-run 
Xinhua news agency.

Asserting that Sino-US rela-
tion is one of the most important 
bilateral ties in the world, the Chi-
nese President said, “The history 
and reality since the establish-
ment of bilateral diplomatic ties 
in nearly 40 years have proved 
that the sound development of 
China-US ties can benefit people 
of both the countries and the 
world, and is also conducive to 
world and regional peace, stability 
and prosperity.” 

China and the US share com-
mon interests in extensive ar-
eas and common ground far out-
weighs differences, he said.

“The Pacific Ocean is vast 
enough to accommodate China 
and the US, as well as other coun-
tries,” he said.

Xi’s comments to Mattis was 
significant as the US Defence 
Secretary is a strong advocate of 
proactive US policy in the South 
China Sea to contain China’s efforts 
to consolidate its hold by installing 
military bases on the reclaimed 
islands.

Mattis’ meeting with Xi also 
took place amid the spiralling tariff 
spat between US and China over 
President Donald Trump’s demand 
to rapidly reduce the USD 375 bil-
lion trade deficit between the two 
countries. 

China has also stepped up its 
military drills in Taiwan straits to 
pressure Taiwan, which it claims is 
part of the mainland China.

Port Moresby, June 28 (IANS): An outbreak of polio has 
been confirmed in Papua New Guinea, 18 years after the 
country was declared free of the disease.A public health 
emergency has been declared, media reported.

At least three provinces --Morobe, Madang and the 
Eastern Highlands -- confirmed the outbreak of the po-
tentially deadly virus over this week following a meeting 
by the National Executive Council, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The public health emergency order will remain in 
place for at least 12 months, Minister for Health Puka 
Temu said. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) says the virus 
was detected in a six-year-old boy in April. The same 
strain of the virus has now been detected in other healthy 
children in the same community, making it officially an 
outbreak, the BBC reported. 

Polio has no cure and can lead to irreversible paralysis. 
It mainly affects children under the age of five, and can 
only be prevented by giving a child multiple vaccine doses.

Pak lifts ban on extremist group hours 
before being placed on ‘grey list’ by fATf

Key suspect in B’deshi 
writer’s murder killed

Migration make or break 
issue for Europe, says Merkel

Justice Anthony Kennedy to 
retire from US Supreme Court

Pakistan’s EC allows 
Abbasi to contest elections

China will not concede an inch of land, Xi tells Mattis

Seeking refuge 

Polio outbreak in 
Papua New Guinea, 
emergency declared

AP/PTI

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, speaks with French President 
Emmanuel Macron during a round table meeting at an EU summit in 
Brussels, Thursday, June 28, 2018. 
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Johansson denies auditioning to date Cruise
Actress Scarlett Johansson is firing back at “demeaning” claims that she once auditioned 
to be Tom Cruise‘s girlfriend. The actress, 33, is denying the claims made by Brendan 
Tighe, a former Scientologist who appeared on “Megyn Kelly Today” on Wednesday 
claiming he came across reports of multiple women who auditioned to be in a relation-
ship with the actor following his split from Nicole Kidman, reports people.com. “The 
very idea of any person auditioning to be in a relationship is so demeaning,” Johansson 
said in a statement to The Hollywood Reporter.  “I refuse for anyone to spread the idea 
that I lack the integrity to choose my own relationships. Only a man aka Brendan Tighe 
would come up with a crazy story like that,” she said. The “Avengers: Infinity War” actress 
is currently dating Saturday Night Live comedian Colin Jost.  She and Cruise dated from 
November 2004 to January 2005. IANS

J
oe Jackson, patriarch and 
manager of American mu-
sical dynasty that included 
the the Jackson 5, its star 
lead singer Michael Jackson 

and soloist sister Janet Jackson, 
has died following a battle with 
cancer. He was 89.

Joe passed away early on 
Wednesday at a hospice in Las 
Vegas. The hospice is connected 
to a hospital where Joe was 
admitted, and he was moved to 
the hospice a day and a half ago 
before his death, reported tmz.
com.

The estate of Michael Jackson 
confirmed Joe’s death via a state-
ment.

“We are deeply saddened by 

Mr. Jackson’s passing and extend 
our heartfelt condolences to Mrs. 
Katherine Jackson and the fam-
ily,” co-executors of the estate 
John Branca and John McClain 
said in a statement.

“We had developed a warm 
relationship with Joe in recent 
years and will miss him tremen-
dously.”

Joe died two days after the 
death anniversary of his son, 
King of Pop Michael Jackson.

Taj Jackson, Joe’s grandson, 
also confirmed his death in a 
tweet.

“Thank you Grandpa for the 
amazing strength, determina-
tion and pride you showed this 
family. The Jackson legacy would 

not exist without you. I lost a 
grandfather but heaven gained 
The Hawk.”

Joe is survived by Katherine, 
88, and nine of his 11 children.

His five sons - Jackie, Tito, 
Jermaine, Marlon and Michael - 
became the Jackson 5, joined at 
times by younger brother Randy, 
who also pursued a solo career.

Joe’s three daughters - 
LaToya, Rebbie, and, most fa-
mously, Janet - all fashioned their 
own pop careers under Jackson’s 
management, with varying levels 
of recognition, read a BBC report.

La Toya tweeted: “I will always 
love you! You gave us strength, 
you made us one of the most 
famous families in the world. 
I am extremely appreciative of 
that, I will never forget our mo-
ments together and how you told 
me how much you cared. RIP Joe 
Jackson.”

According to media reports, 
some members of the family 
were unable to gain access to Joe 
in his final days.

“No one knew what was 
going on -- we shouldn’t have to 
beg, plead, and argue to see our 
own father, especially at a time 
like this,” The Daily Mail quoted 
his son Jermaine Jackson as say-
ing.

“We have been hurting. We 
were not being told where he was 
and couldn’t get the full picture.”

IANS

A
ctor-comedian Bob 
Saget had a hard time 
fighting back tears 
as he emotionally re-
flected on the impact 

the late actor Robin Williams had 
on his life and his career.

During the Hollywood 
premiere of the new documen-
tary, “Robin Williams: Come 
Inside My Mind”, on Wednesday, 
Saget opened up about his close 
friendship with Williams in an 
interview with etonline.com.

“Oh, you’re killing me, you’re 
killing me,” Saget said as he 
began to get emotional while ex-
plaining how Williams’ untimely 

death in 2014 left “a huge chasm 
in everybody’s life”.

“(He was) a whirlwind of 
energy a beautiful human being. 
(It was) a giant loss. Everybody 
felt it.

“In 1978, I moved to Los An-
geles, went to the Comedy Store, 
met Robin right away, he had 
just finished with ‘Rowan and 
Martin’s Laugh-In’ (and) it was 
before ‘Mork and Mindy’, and he 
just liked me and my act,” Saget 
shared.

The “Full House” star also 
praised Williams for his generos-
ity and dedication to helping 
others.

The 62-year-old comic 
continued to fight back tears as 
he admitted that it’s still hard for 
him to refer to Williams in the 
past-tense, with words like “was”, 
and looked back on one of his 
favourite memories.

“There’s one time when I was 
in the Comedy Store in La Jolla 
(California), and he was there 
and I was feeling bummed out 
about my career and he said, 
‘Hey come in here’. And we went 
in the dressing room and we 
watched TV with the sound off 
and just made up words,” Saget 
remembered. 

IANS

B
ollywood actress Sonakshi 
Sinha has joined forces 
with Unesco to promote 
a safe and secure cyber 
environment for young-

sters to ensure they are not targeted 
for bullying, abuse, exploitation and 
more through the internet.

A post on the official Twitter han-
dle of the UN Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation’s New 
Delhi cluster office read on Thursday: 
“Sonakshi Sinha joins Unesco to pro-
mote safe and secure online environ-

ment for children and help empower 
our future digital citizens.”

Sonakshi retweeted it, and shared 
a video captioned: “I stand for pro-
tection of children.”

In the video, she says: “Internet 
use in India is exploding and mo-
bile access has really changed the 
game. But what does that mean for 
a country with the world’s largest 
child’s population? Is cyberspace safe 
for the children who are under 18? All 
470 million of them? Do our girls get 
to lead their internet life with dignity. 

The truth is that the risks they are fac-
ing are shocking.

“Children are easy targets for cy-
ber bullying, online sexual abuse and 
exploitation, enticement to illegal 
behaviour and many more such hor-
rific things. It is also true that internet 
and social media play a huge part in 
influencing the truth today. I am truly 
concerned, and as an active citizen, I 
would like to make sure that our boys 
and girls are protected both online 
and offline.”

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern Mirror’s 
- Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they share their  
experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect to so 
Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know
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5 pm: Escape Plan 2 (eng)
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Sanju (hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

With the aim to 
glorify the Lord, the 
Immanuel Music 
Academy led by Aron 
T. Asumi formed a 
music choir compris-
ing of various leaders 
and musicians in and 
around Zunheboto 
town.

The choir on June 
16 released its debut 
‘Khristo No Alhoku-
puju Lo Ka Acheni” 
(Christ Reigns For-
ever) which was writ-
ten and composed 
in commemoration 
of the 75 (Platinum) 
Jubilee year of 2017 of 
Zunheboto town and 
the Baptist Church of 
Zunheboto.

IMA Choir compris-
ing of 21 members is 
presently working on 
its second song which 
will be released very 
soon.

Eastern Mirror: Who is Immanuel Music 
Academy Choir? Few lines about the 
choir for those who haven’t heard of it.

IMA: A group of singers, song 
leaders and musicians in and around 
Zunheboto town came together under 
the initiative of Aron T. Asumi and formed 
a music group called Immanuel Music 
Academy (IMA) Choir.

Eastern Mirror: When was IMA estab-
lished? Achievements of the Academy 
apart from the formation of IMA Choir.

IMA: IMA was established in the 
year 2010. IMA is the department of mu-
sic education of Immanuel Higher Sec-
ondary School, Zunheboto. IMA has been 
imparting music education to young mu-
sicians, song leaders and church leaders. 
IMA has also produced Music topper in 
HSLCE. IMA follows graded curriculum of 
Trinity College London (TCL) and also the 
Examination Centre of TCL.

Eastern Mirror: Idea behind forming the 
choir and what do you wish to convey 
through your songs?

IMA: The only idea and motive 
behind forming IMA choir are for the edi-
fication of the name of God through mu-
sic. We also wanted to encourage young 
people to take up music as a ministry and 
also as a career.

Eastern Mirror: What is your debut 
“Khristo No Alhokupuju Lo Ka Acheni 
(Christ Reigns Forever)’ all about?

IMA: The IMA debut “Khristo No 
Alhokupuju Lo Ka Acheni” (Christ Reigns 

Forever) was written and composed in 
commemoration of the 75 (Platinum) 
Jubilee year of 2017 of Zunheboto town 
and the Baptist Church of Zunheboto. 
The song conveys that “It’s a time to heal 
the wounds of divisions; a time of joy; 
reconciliation and to open our hearts to 
each other and share the blessings of God 
with each other. Let’s get closer to God 
and never farther away from God as we 
are heading towards heaven where Christ 
reigns forever.”

Eastern Mirror: Who composes for the 
choir?

IMA: IMA choir songs are mostly 
composed by Aron T. Asumi and written 
by Dr. Vihuto T. Asumi.

Eastern Mirror: With the Academy be-
ing located at Zunheboto, does the IMA 
have any plans in opening its branch in 
Kohima and Dimapur?

IMA: Fortunately Nagas are very 
advanced now in all genres of Music. 
Kohima and Dimapur are flourishing very 
well in music and have become the music 
hubs. IMA does not have any plan to 
open its branch in Kohima or Dimapur as 
of now. IMA intend to upgrade the Acad-
emy to a degree level in the near future.

Eastern Mirror: Vision of IMA choir?
IMA: IMA choir is working on to 

bring out more music videos which will 
be released through YouTube. IMA choir 
also endeavours to go out on a music 
ministry tour from time to time.

Joe Jackson, father of the 
Jackson 5, dies aged 89

Bob Saget gets emotional remembering Robin Williams

Sonakshi joins Unesco to promote 
safe, secure cyberspace for kids
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Serbia’s Filip Kostic, left, and Brazil’s Thiago Silva challenge for the ball during the group E match 
between Serbia and Brazil, at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Spartak Stadium in Moscow, Russia, 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018.

AP/PTI

People visiting the carnival organised by Quest B Club at Kohima on June 28.

Selected participants who were selected for the coaching camp posing for the lens at Kohima Indoor 
stadium.

Saina Nehwal

Switzerland’s Ricardo Rodriguez, left, and Costa Rica’s Cristian Gamboa fight for the ball during the group E 
match between Switzerland and Costa Rica, at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Nizhny Novgorod Stadium 
in Nizhny Novgorod , Russia, Wednesday, June 27, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Players of GHSS Jotsoma (red) and Stella Higher Secondary School (white) in action during their match at 
the Khuochiezie ground in Kohima on Thursday.

EM/Images
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M o s c o w ,  J u n e  2 8 
(IANS):Brazil eliminated Ser-
bia with a 2-0 victory as the 
five-time world champions 
entered the FIFA World Cup 
pre-quarterfinals by topping 
the Group E here on Wednes-
day.

Paulinho’s 36th minute 
and Thiago Silva’s 68th 
minute gave the South Amer-
ican powerhouse an easy vic-
tory which took their points 
tally to seven after all the 
three of their games in the 
group stage.

Switzerland finished the 
Group E in the second spot 
with five points to book a spot 
in the second round. Ser-
bia finished third with three 
points and were eliminated 
alongside Costa Rica.

For Brazil ,  who had 
played a 1-1 draw with the 
Swiss before defeating Costa 
Rica, the victory over Ser-
bia was soured by a leg in-
jury to Real Madrid left-back 
Marcelo, who hobbled off the 
pitch in the opening minutes. 
Although the score line might 
not have shown it, Brazil 
dominated the match, save 
for a 10-minute period in the 
second half when Serbia laid 
siege to the South American 
side’s goal.

The f ive-time world 
champions began the game 
full of energy and nearly went 
ahead in the fourth minute. 
Philippe Coutinho laid the 
ball off to Neymar who split 
Serbia’s defence with a one-
touch through pass to Gabriel 
Jesus. The Manchester City 
forward’s shot was saved but 
the rebound fell to Coutinho 
and the midfielder crossed to 
the onrushing Neymar, who 
sent his first-time effort wide.

Nizhny Novgorod, June 28 
(IANS): Switzerland sailed 
into the pre-quarterfinals 
of the FIFA World Cup af-
ter playing out a thrilling 
2-2 draw against Costa 
Rica in a Group E clash 
here on Wednesday.

Blerim Dzemaili (31st) 
gave Switzerland the lead 
before Kendall Waston 
restored parity for Costa 
Rica.

Josip Drmic (88th) 
helped the Swiss take back 
the lead but an own goal 
in second half stoppage 
time by goalkeeper Yann 
Sommer (90+3) poured 
cold water on Swiss plans 
of a victory.

The result meant Swit-
zerland finished second 
in the group behind Brazil 
with five points. Brazil 
won 2-0 against Serbia in 
another Group E match.

Costa Rica ended their 
preliminary round en-
gagements rock-bottom 
of the group with just one 
point to show for.

The Costa Ricans, 
though, did not bow out 
without a fight. They cre-
ated plenty of chances 
with great performances 
all over the pitch, but it 
wasn’t enough in the end.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, June 28 (EMN): 
With the primary objec-
tive to promote and pro-
vide a platform to young 
talented badminton lov-
ers, the Quest B (Bad-
minton) Club organised 
a fund raising carnival at 
indoor badminton sta-
dium, Kohima on June 28.

At the venue, an as-
sortment of items were 

put on display for sale 
ranging from books, ac-
cessories, fast foods, flow-
ers and trinkets which was 
enthusiastically partici-
pated by the club mem-
bers comprising of both 
young and old.

Talking to media-
persons, International 
Badminton player, An-
kur Sangpang Rai, who 
had represented India at 

the Yonex Chinese Taipei 
Open, Taiwan and the 
Syed Modi International 
Badminton Champion-
ships, Lucknow in 2017 
was of the view that the 
state has pool of talents 
among the youth, and if 
trained professionally, can 
compete at the interna-
tional level.

With experience play-
ing overseas, Rai said 

Brazil beat Serbia to enter 
World Cup pre-quarters 

World Cup: Switzerland qualify for 
knockouts after 2-2 draw with Costa Rica 

Quest B club fund raiser held in Kohima

KDBA inter school badminton 
tourney and talent search concludes

Chandmari HSS, Mount Sinai, GHSS Jotsoma register win   

Sindhu, Srikanth in quarters; Saina exits Malaysia Open

Coutinho, Jesus and 
Neymar caused prob-
lems for Serbia’s defence, 
particularly on the left 
side. The latter two com-
bined superbly just be-
fore the half hour mark, 
but Neymar’s curled shot 
from a tight angle on the 
left from six yards out 
was tipped away by Sto-
jkovic.

T h e  p a i r  a g a i n 
showed great under-
standing when the No. 
9 ran onto a perfectly 
weighted through-ball 
and cut onto his favoured 
right foot before having 
his shot blocked.

Serbia rarely troubled 
Brazil’s defence. Their 
best chance came just 
after the half-hour mark 
when striker Aleksandar 
Mitrovic sent a bicycle 

kick over the bar after 
Dusan Tadic’s cross from 
the left.

Brazil, however, de-
servingly got ahead when 
Coutinho spotted a tre-
mendous run from deep 
by Paulinho and clipped 
a 25-metre perfect pass 
through to him. Goal-
keeper Vladimir Stojko-
vic came off his line but 
Paulinho got a touch on 
the ball before poking the 
bouncing ball over him 
and into the net in the 
36th minute.

The European side 
emerged from the inter-
val with renewed vigour. 
Adem Llajic forced a fin-
ger-tip save from Alisson 
and he parried awkward-
ly to Mitrovic whose div-
ing header was blocked 
by Silva.

Tadic’s delicate chip 
then sailed narrowly wide 
of the far post. Serbia had 
Brazil on the back foot 
and Sergej Milinkovic-
Savic probably should 
have done better when 
he fired over with passing 
options available. Mitro-
vic then sent a power-
ful header directly at the 
goalkeeper.

But Brazil stood firm 
and scored their second 
goal against the run of 
play when Silva rose high-
est after a Neymar corner 
from the left to head in at 
the near post.

Brazil had chances to 
make it 3-0 with Luis see-
ing his long-range shot 
punched clear by Stojko-
vic and Neymar sending 
a bouncing shot over the 
bar.

Dzemaili put the Swiss ahead, blast-
ing home from the centre of the box after 
Breel Embolo headed a cross down into 
his path.

Costa Rica drew level after the break 
when Waston nodded in Joel Campbell’s 
corner.

Drmic turned in a low cross from 
Denis Zakaria late into the second period 
and just when it looked like Switzerland 
were headed for a win, Zakaria conceded 
a penalty for a push on Campbell.

Bryan Ruiz sent his spot kick off the 

crossbar, but it ricocheted off Swiss keep-
er Sommer’s back of the head and rolled 
over the line for an equalising own goal.

But Brazil’s victory in the other game 
meant the Swiss would go through even 
if they lost.

They will now take on Group F win-
ners Sweden in the round of 16.

The only blow for Switzerland was the 
team skipper Stephan Lichtsteiner pick-
ing up two yellow cards meaning he will 
miss the knockout clash on Tuesday in St 
Petersburg.

northeast have lots of po-
tentials to excel in sports 
at international level, es-
pecially in badminton, 
combat sports, football 
and archery. 

However, he noted 
with regret on the lack 
of proper infrastructure, 
good guidance and pro-
fessional input to nurture 
the talents.

The club members 
at present, he said has 
national players and state 
players who were dedi-
cated to promote youth 
interested in badminton 
through organising tour-
naments, trainings and 
even sponsor players to 
participate in the country 
and abroad once its fi-
nancial position became 
stable.

With this vision, Rai 
said the club was formed 
and today’s carnival was 
its first activity. He was 
optimistic that badmin-
ton enthusiasts and well 
wishers would extend 
s u p p o r t  t o  p ro m o t e 
the youth in sports and 
games.

K o h i m a  J u n e  2 8 
(EMN):The inter school 
b a d m i n t o n  a n d  t a l -
ent search which was 
conducted by Kohima 
D i s t r i c t  B a d m i n t o n 
Association(KDBA) con-
cluded at the Indoor Bad-
minton Stadium, Officers’ 
Hill, Kohima on the 25th 
June 2018. 

After the declaration 
of the results , the com-
mittee selected 25 par-
ticipants under 9,11,13 
years boys and girls for  
coaching camp along with 
the present district play-
ers ( Juniors & Seniors) 
which commenced from 
the 26th June 2018, and 
which will continue till the 
7th of July.

The coaching camp 
was organized by KDBA 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 28 (EMN):Chandmari 
Higher Secondary School , Mount Sinai  
Higher Secondary School , Government 
Higher Secondary School Jotsoma won 
their respective matches on the fourth 
day of the ongoing 2nd Kohima Dis-
trict Inter-School Football Tournament 
at Khuochiezie ground in Kohima on 
Thursday.

Playing on a knockout basis, the first 
match saw Chandmari Higher Second-
ary School defeating Baptist High School  
via tie breaker after the match ended in a 
scoreless draw. In the penalty shootout, 
Chandmari Higher Secondary School 
edged out Baptist High School by 4-3 to 
enter into the next round.

In the second match, a wonderful 
brace from Toshisungzung helped Mt. 
Sinai Higher Secondary School (MSHSS) 
to mark their entry into the tournament 
by beating Dainty Buds School 3-1.

The match started in favour of Mt 
Sinai boys when Dougunlal Lhouvum 
opened the scoring in the 37th minute. 
But their celebration was cut short 
three minutes later as Kungau Lunga-
lang scored the equaliser for Dainty 
buds. 

However, Toshisungzung has other 
plans up his sleeves as he converted 
a brilliant goal to double the lead for 
Mount Sinai team in the 43rd minute and 
later to follow up with his second goal in 
56th minute to make sure Mount Sinai 

Kuala Lumpur, June 28 
(IANS): India’s P.V. Sindhu 
and Kidambi Srikanth pro-
gressed to the quarter-finals 
but Saina Nehwal fell in 
the second round of the 
Malaysia Open badminton 
championships here on 
Thursday.

Third seed Sindhu de-
feated Malaysian Ying Ying 
Lee 21-8, 21-14 in 32 min-
utes to set-up a quarter-
final against 2016 Olympic 
champion Carolina Marin, 
who got past Cheung Ngan 
Yi 24-22, 21-11.

However, Sindhu’s sen-
ior compatriot Saina lost to 
Japanese second seed Akane 
Yamaguchi 15-21, 13-21 in 
36 minutes.

Yamaguchi  has  now 
taken a 6-1 lead in head-
to-head records against the 
two-time World Champion-
ships medallist Saina, who 

take the deserving lead.  
Dainty Buds School failed 
to seize the opportunity as 
the match ended in 3-1 in 
favour of the Mount Sinai.

In the third match of the 
day, Government Higher 
Secondary School Jotsoma 
overpowered Stella Higher 
Secondary School with a 
stout 3-1 score line to enter 
into the next round.

Goalkeeping errors for 
the Stella team and Jot-
soma team’s superiority 
and experience in the sog-
gy ground were the high-
light of the match as the 
lacklustre Stella custodian 
handed three goals to the 
opponents. Despite their 
replacement of the goal-
keeper in the second half, 
the team failed to score as 
they were knocked out of 
the tournament

Rokoneilie Medoze, 
Keneilhulie and  Zakiesi-
eto  were on target for Jot-
soma HSS while Stella HSS 
earned a consolation to 
restore their pride through 
the boot of Chewen, their 
striker.

 Friday’s matches
1st match :  Don Bosco 

Tseminyu Vs Holy Family 
HSS @11:00AM

2 n d  m a t c h  :   C D 
Kings HSS, Jotsoma Vs  
Mt.Carmel @12:40 PM

3rd match: Charity 
School Vs St.Paul Phesama 
@2:40 PM.

Boys Girls

UNDER 9 UNDER 11 UNDER 13 UNDER 9 UNDER 11 UNDER 13

Winner 
SINGLES

Thronghokiu 
MEZHUR HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Ruvehu 
Mura-o
MT. SINAI HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Erenbemo 
Odyuo
MEZHUR HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Eva Khutsoh 
LITTLE 
FLOWER HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Imkongsenla Pongen 
LITTLE FLOWER 
HR. SEC. SCHOOL

Tanisha Gurung
MEZHUR HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL 

Runners up 
SINGLES

Makhrieru
CHANDMARI 
HR. SEC 
SCHOOL 

Yimkhong
MT. SINAI HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Raj Kumar 
MT. SINAI HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Linito Awomi 
LITTLE 
FLOWER HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Lutsila Tzudir 
G-RIO SCHOOL

Nukhrulu Sazo
LITTLE 
FLOWER HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Winner 
DOUBLES  

Thronghokiu & 
Lanuchenba 
MEZHUR HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Ruvehu 
Mura-o & 
Yimkhong
MT. SINAI HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Lanuakum 
Tzudir & Vikash 
Gurung
G-RIO SCHOOL 

Eva Khutsoh & 
Linoto Awomi 
LITTLE 
FLOWER HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Sentimongla Tzudir 
&
Imkongsenla Pongen 
LITTLE FLOWER 
HR. SEC. SCHOOL

Daisy 
Ngusanyu &
Tanisha Gurung 
MEZHUR HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Runners up 
DOUBLES  

WALK OVER Thejanguto & 
Vikedo 
MEZHUR HR. 
SEC. SCHOOL

Wudi Thonger 
& Thulunso 
Khinkuer 
Dainty Buds 
School 

WALK OVER Kevideno Tepa & 
Pelesenuo Savi 
MT. SINAI HR. SEC. 
SCHOOL

Angel Konyak 
& Vimeluno 
Kintso
G.RIO SCHOOL 

in view and preparation of the upcoming 
Inter District Badminton championship 
2018. The players are being coached by 
Sungit Ao, badminton coach, department 

of youth resources & sports. Altogether, 
a total of over seventy participants rep-
resenting eight schools under Kohima 
participated in the tournament. 

on Thursday suffered 
the sixth straight loss 
against the Japanese.

In the first game, 
Yamaguchi had taken 
a 9-2 lead but Saina 
closed down the deficit 
to one as the Indian 
reached the 10-point 
m a r k .  H o w e v e r , 

Yamaguchi outplayed 
the Indian to take a 21-
15 win.

She continued to 
dominate Saina in the 
second game, taking an 
11-3 lead in the mid-
game interval. 

T h o u g h  S a i n a 
improved her game, 

Yamaguchi ran away with 
a 21-13 easy triumph.

Chinese Taipei top 
seed Tai Tzu Ying and Thai 
eighth seed Ratchanok In-
tanon also made it to the 
last eight stage. 

In the men’s singles, 
Kidambi Srikanth beat 
Chinese Taipei’s Wang 
Tzu Wei 22-20, 21-12 in 32 
minutes.

On Friday, Srikanth 
will  meet Frenchman 
Brice Leverdez, who de-
feated Indonesian Jona-
tan Christie 10-21, 21-17, 
25-23.

Chinese third seed 
Shi Yuqi defeated veteran 
compatriot Lin Dan 21-
19, 21-12. 

Home favourite Lee 
Chong Wei will face Dan-
ish top seed Viktor Ax-
elsen on Friday for a place 
in the semi-finals.
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Japan in pre-quarters 
despite losing to Poland

Colombia knock Senegal out to qualify for pre-quarters

Koreas to  eld joint teams in three sports at Asian Games

Rooney  ies to US, fuelling D.C. United rumours

India looks to make a few changes in second T20I vs Ireland

Roots of Germany's exit there to 
see in World cup preparations 

Poland's Jan Bednarek, left, scores the opening goal during the group H match between Japan and Poland at the 2018 soccer World Cup 
at the Volgograd Arena in Volgograd, Russia, Thursday.

AP/PTI

Wayne Rooney

 Colombia's Yerry Mina, left, and team mate Jefferson Lerma celebrate while Senegal's Mame Diouf 
lies on the ground besides team mate Diafra Sakho after the group H match between Senegal and 
Colombia, at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Samara Arena in Samara, Russia, Thursday.

AP/PTI

 Volgograd (Russia), June 
28 (IANS): Japan lost 0-1 to 
Poland in their fi nal Group 
H contest here on Thurs-
day but still managed to go 
through to the FIFA World 
Cup pre-quarterfi nals.

Following the loss, 
thanks to Jan Bednarek's 
59th-minute strike, Japan 
have four points -- the 
same as third-placed Sen-
egal but the Asian power-
house are ranked second 
in the group on the basis 
of fair play (number of 
yellow and red cards col-
lected).

Colombia, who defeat-
ed Senegal 1-0 in Samara, 
topped Group H with six 
points.

Poland have three 
points from three games 
and are in the fourth and 
fi nal spot in the group.

Despite the impor-
tance of the game, Japan 
coach Akira Nishino made 

six changes to his start-
ing 11 after repeating the 
same team for the fi rst two 
matches, while Lukasz Fa-
bianski and Kamil Grosicki 
were in the Polish side.

Grosicki's pace almost 
created a chance for Rob-
ert Lewandowski in the 5th 
minute, but the striker's 
touch let him down in the 
Japan penalty area, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Japan took time to get 
into the game, but Shinji 
Okazaki headed wide in 
the 12th minute, Yoshinori 
Muto produced a smart 
save from Fabianski a min-
ute later and Maya Yoshida 
also worked the keeper 
from the edge of the area.

Japan were leaving 
spaces in midfield and 
were almost punished in 
the 32nd minute when 
Grosicki's header drew a 
good save from Eiji Ka-
washima in the Japan goal, 

although Japan responded 
quickly as Takashi Usami 
drew another stop from 
Fabianski.

There was a setback for 
the Japanese at the start 
of the second half when 
Okazaki had to be replaced 
by Yuya Osako after less 
than two minutes with 
what looked like a muscle 
problem.

However, Japan re-
tained their attacking 
4-4-2 formation with both 
wide midfi elders pushing 
forward, almost allowing 
Grosicki and Lewandowski 
to combine in the 54th 
minute.

The game again settled 
into a pattern with Japan 
looking to attack, but nev-
er quite in control and 
were punished just before 
the hour when Jan Bed-
narek side-footed home a 
free kick from close range, 
getting the better of his 

Southampton teammate 
Yoshida in the process.

With Japan now need-
ing a goal to qualify for the 
next round Takashi Inui 
replaced Usami, but they 
should have fallen 2 be-
hind when Lewandowski 
fi red another Grosicki ball 
over in the 74th minute 
and the Hull City winger 
almost forced Tomashi 
Makino to concede an own 
goal with another danger-
ous cross.

News of Colombia's 
goal against Senegal clear-
ly filtered through and 
with the result in the other 
Group H game mean-
ing Japan would qualify 
through having fewer yel-
low cards than their rivals 
both sides appeared to 
draw a footballing truce 
for what was frankly an 
embarrassing last 10 min-
utes in which neither tried 
to score. 

Samara, June 28 (IANS): 
Colombia qualified for 
the pre-quarterfinals of 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
riding on Yerry Mina's 
second half winner to 
knock Senegal out in a 
crunch Group H encoun-
ter here on Thursday.

After a barren first 
half, Mina (74th minute) 
headed in a corner to 
send Colombian play-
ers and supporters into 
delirium as they needed 
nothing less than a victo-
ry to secure qualifi cation.

Colombia fi nished on 
top of the group with six 
points, while Senegal fi n-
ished level on four points 
with Japan, who lost 0-1 
to already-eliminated Po-
land in the other group 
game played simultane-
ously.

Both Japan and Sen-
egal had even goal dif-
ferences and had scored 
four goals each, but Japan 
advanced as runners-up 
because they only picked 
up four yellow cards in 
the group stage, while 
Senegal had six.

This is the third time 
Colombia have reached 
the last 16. 

This time, it boiled 
down to their fi nal group 
game in which chances 
were few and far between 
as both sides started cau-
tiously keeping in mind 
the stakes of the game.

Colombia forward Ra-
damel Falcao won a free 
kick in the 11th minute 
while Juan Quintero's 

Seoul, June 28 (IANS): South and 
North Korea have agreed to field 
joint teams in three sports and six 
events at this year's Asian Games in 
Indonesia, the Olympic Council of 
Asia (OCA) said on Thursday.

The OCA said the Koreas will 
compete as one in basketball, drag-
on boat racing and rowing. 

The OCA made the announce-
ment following a four-party meet-
ing it hosted involving the two 
Koreas' Olympic bodies and the 
organising committee of the Asian 
Games in Jakarta on Thursday.

The 18th Asian Games will be 
co-hosted by Jakarta and Palem-
bang from August 18 to September 
2.

There will be a unifi ed team in 
the women's five-on-five basket-
ball; men's and women's dragon 
boat, a canoe discipline; and light-
weight men's four, lightweight 
men's eight and lightweight wom-

en's double sculls events in rowing.
Basketball will be played at 

Gelora Bung Karno Sports Complex 
in Jakarta. 

All canoeing and rowing races 
will take place at Jakabaring Lake 
in Palembang.

The OCA had previously said it 
would support joint Korean par-
ticipation but insisted there would 
be no extra places for athletes from 
either Korea on unifi ed teams.

 It reiterated that stance on 
Thursday, saying, "The size of the 
joint teams will not exceed the 
athlete quota that applies to all 
other national Olympic committees 
(NOCs)."

Otherwise, the OCA welcomed 
joint Korean participation. The two 
assembled a joint women's hockey 
team at the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics in February this year 
-- the fi rst unifi ed Korean team in 
Olympic history -- but they have 

never competed as one at any Asian 
Games.

"This will be an historic Asian 
Games for the OCA and for the 
continent because it will be the fi rst 
time that North Korea and South 
Korea will form a unifi ed team in 
certain sports," said Vinod Kumar 
Tiwari, the OCA's director of inter-
national and NOC relations. 

"They have marched together 
before in the opening ceremony, 
and we are delighted that they are 
extending their joint cooperation 
further in the spirit of unity and 
friendship."

The Koreas have previously had 
joint teams at world champion-
ships for table tennis and youth 
football. 

The women's hockey team at 
PyeongChang Winter Games was 
the fi rst joint Korean team at any 
international multi-sport competi-
tion.

London, June 28 (IANS): 
Everton veteran striker 
Wayne Rooney on Thurs-
day posted a picture of 
himself fl ying to the Unit-
ed States, further fuelling 
reports that a move to 
join Major League Soccer 
(MLS) side D.C. United is 
on the cards.

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n 
widespread reports that 
the former England and 
Manchester United star 
has agreed to join D.C. 
United.

According to an ES-
PNFC report, Rooney is 
set to fi nalise a deal once 
the league's summer win-
dow reopens on July 10.

Rooney will become 
the franchise's highest 
paid player, The Wash-
ington Post said, after 
signing a two-and-a-half 

Moscow, June 28 (IANS): Ger-
many's 0-2 defeat to South Korea 
which saw them crash out of the 
World Cup on Wednesday left them 
to join a group of teams which have 
gone from being world champions 
in one World Cup to be eliminated 
in the fi rst round in the next edi-
tion.

Germany join 2010 champions 
Spain, who failed to progress past 
the group stage in Brazil in 2014, 
while 2006 winners, Italy, failed to 
get past the first round in South 
Africa. In 2002 it was France's turn 
as the 1998 champions were on the 
fi rst plane home from South Korea 
and in 1966 Brazil made a surprise 
early exit in England, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

While Germany's early exit is 
clearly a major surprise, the signs 
weren't good for them going into 
the World Cup. 

A narrow 2-1 win over Saudi 
Arabia shortly before catching the 
plane to Russia was their fi rst win 
in six matches and you had to go 
back to a 5-1 victory over Azerbai-
jan in October 2017 to see their last 
win before beating the Saudis.

After the 0-1 defeat to Mexico in 

their opening match at the World 
Cup, Thomas Muller said that while 
the side had discussed their poor 
results in warm-up matches, there 
had always been the feeling that 'it 
would be all right on the night' and 
things would click into place once 
the tournament started in earnest.

Clearly that wasn't the case and 
even after the defeat to Mexico the 
Germans laboured to break down 
Sweden and although Toni Kroos' 
95th-minute free kick gave them 
a nerve-wrecking win, fl aws were 
still evident in Germany's football.

The defence, so often the rock, 
on which German triumphs have 
been built, looked porous and 
twice the Swedes came close to 
scoring on the break, while there 
was little connection between mid-
fi eld and attack. 

So although Kroos' goal saved 
the day, the game was just another 
example of huffing and puffing, 
only this time with a happy ending.

There was to be no happy end-
ing against South Korea as the 
same flaws showed up time and 
again. 

A midfield which didn't con-
nect, an attack which seemed to 

rely on effort more than guile and 
this time lady luck was looking 
the other way as it was the South 
Koreans and not the Germans who 
scored twice in injury time to earn 
a historic win and send the four-
time champions home.

Investigations and recrimina-
tions are sure to follow amid stories 
of a squad divided into two groups: 
the so-called 'Bavarians' which 
contains players such as Muller 
and Kroos and another group con-
taining Sami Khedira and Mesut 
Ozil. How true these rumours are 
and how much is down to a section 
of society looking to blame players 
whose parents were from outside 
Germany is open to conjecture, 
but Ozil and Ilkay Gundogan pos-
ing with Turkish president Recep 
Erdogan recently probably didn't 
help matters.

Coach Joachim Low has ap-
parently been told by the German 
Football Association that his job is 
safe despite the early exit, but after 
12 years in charge he may feel the 
time has come for a change and 
perhaps for a squad which appears 
to have grown overconfi dent that 
may be the best thing.

Dublin, June 28 (IANS): 
Fresh from a 76-run win 
in the opening match, 
India will look to ring in 
a few changes as they at-
tempt to finish off their 
assignments in Ireland 
on a winning note dur-
ing the second and fi nal 
T20 International here on 
Friday.

India were runaway 
winners in Wednesday's 
opening T20I, scoring 
208/5 in their 20 overs, 
with Rohit Sharma and 
Shikhar Dhawan con-
tributing 97 and 74 runs, 
respectively before wrist 
spinners Kuldeep Yadav 
and Yuzvendra Chahal 
shared seven wickets be-
tween them to restrict 
Ireland to 132/9.

It indicated that In-
dia's first-choice eleven 
was functioning prop-

erly after a break of three 
months, and tuning itself 
for the England tour.

The big question is 
of bench strength and 
chances for the likes of 
Lokesh Rahul, Dinesh 
Karthik and Umesh Yadav.

Going into the second 
match, Kohli had hinted 
at making a few changes 
in the middle order to give 
everyone game-time so 
they could acclimatise to 
the conditions.

India will have an ad-
vantage from the fact that 
the pitch for the second 
T20 is expected to play 
much in the same fashion 
as on Wednesday.

Kohli's mantra of giv-
ing chances to those sit-
ting on the bench could 
be extended to the bowl-
ing line-up as well, where 
both Umesh Yadav and 

Siddarth Kaul are raring to 
go and longing for game 
time.

Leaving out all-round-
er Hardik Pandya for three 
full-time pacers and two 
spinners still gives Kohli 
fi ve bowling options, en-
abling him to leave out 
Suresh Raina and Manish 
Pandey and bring in both 
Rahul and Karthik.

On the other hand, 
Ireland will need to work 
on their batting, which 
fell like nine pins to In-
dia's wrist spin twins -- 
Yuzvendra Chahal and 
Kuldeep Yadav. 

Barring opener James 
Shannon's 60 off 35 balls, 
none of the Irish batsmen 
could apply themselves 
and all they could afford 
was the dull sweep shot 
against the Indian spin-
ners.

While an upset looks 
improbable, Ireland are 
more than capable of 
springing a surprise or 
two on home soil.

Teams:
In d i a :  V i ra t  Ko h l i 

(Captain), Rohit Sharma, 
Shikhar Dhawan, Lokesh 
Rahul, Manish Pandey, 
Suresh Raina, Dinesh 
Karthik, MS Dhoni (WK), 
Hardik Pandya, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Yuzvendra Cha-
hal, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Umesh 
Yadav, Siddarth Kaul.

Ireland: Gary Wilson 
(Captain & WK), Andrew 
Balbirnie, Peter Chase, 
George Dockrell, Josh Lit-
tle, Andy McBrine, Kevin 
O'Brien, William Porter-
fi eld, Stuart Poynter, Boyd 
Rankin, James Shannon, 
Simi Singh, Paul Stirling, 
Stuart Thompson.

shot was saved by the 
Senegal goalkeeper.

Senegal were then de-
nied a penalty in the 18th 
minute after a VAR review 
in the 17th minute. Sadio 
Mane was brought down 
by Colombia defender 
Davinson Sanchez inside 
the box and Senegal was 
awarded a spot kick. 

Following the VAR 
check, the referee re-
versed his decision and 
cancelled the penalty for 
the Teranga Lions after-
wards.

In the 31st minute, 
the South American side 

suffered a major jolt 
when James Rodriguez, 
2014 edition's top scorer, 
was taken out by coach 
Jose Peckerman in what 
looked like an injury.

In the second half, Co-
lombia looked to up the 
ante but Senegal too put 
pressure and goalkeeper 
David Ospina was forced 
into some good saves to 
keep them at bay.

There were number of 
chances wasted at both 
ends too as time ticked 
on.

Then came Colom-
bia's moment of reckon-

ing when Quintero's cor-
ner was majestically met 
by Mina to bullet home 
a downward header and 
send their swathes of sup-
porters into raptures.

Senegal tried hard to 
stage a comeback but 
their main man Mane 
looked off colour as they 
eventually failed to pull 
one back.

With Senegal's exit, 
this will be the fi rst time 
since the Round-of-16 
came into being in 1986 
that there will be no 
African teams repre-
sented.

year contract.
The Post added that 

the 32-year-old could start 
training with his new team 
by the end of this week 
after acquiring his US visa 
and work permit. 

There are chances that 
Rooney could feature in 

D.C. United's first match 
in the new Audi Field on 
July 14 against the Vancou-
ver Whitecaps.

"He is coming here to 
win," D.C. United man-
ager Ben Olsen told WTOP. 

"That was one of the 
fi rst things that stood out 

when I fi rst talked to him. 
He is not coming here to 
wind down his career, 
but to help us become a 
team that will contend 
for a title."

Rooney scored 11 
goals  in  40 matches 
across all competitions 
for his boyhood club 
Everton as they fi nished 
eighth in the English Pre-
mier League.

For United, Rooney 
has 253 goals in 559 ap-
pearances, winning the 
English Premier League 
title fi ve times.

Rooney finished his 
international career with 
England with 53 goals in 
119 appearances.

 His fi nal England ap-
pearance came on No-
vember 11, 2016 in a 3-0 
win over Scotland.


