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5280 kg fish treated with formalin seized in Kohima Trouble in Nagaland police’s 
cadre management

With 90% tax on petrol and 
diesel, bringing them under GST 
impractical – Niti Aayog vice chairman 

‘Ad hoc teachers’ to go on indefinite hunger strike

Embattled department explains worsening power supply in Dimapur

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Darn! The neighbours 
have changed their Wi-Fi 

password again.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 25 (EMN): In a 
major haul, authorities on Mon-
day seized 5280 kg of fish treated 
with formalin being transported 
in four mini-trucks at the by-
pass area in Kohima. Three of 
the vehicles were bound for the 
capital town while one was on 
way to Pfutsero in Phek district.

The seizure was made barely 
three days after the Food Safety 
cell of the department of Health 
and Family Welfare issued a 
notification prohibiting stor-
age, distribution or sale of fresh 
fish products. The products 
include crustaceans treated 
with formalin or other forms of 
preservatives. The notice was for 
a period of three months or until 
corrective measures are taken. 
The authorities discovered that 
several fish vendors were selling 
fresh fish products treated with 
formalin, a highly toxic chemi-
cal injurious to health.

Food safety officer for Ko-
hima Kezhangulie Yimchunger 
said a tip-off was received about 
fish products being transported. 
In coordination with the Ko-
hima Municipal Council (KMC), 
district administration and vol-
unteers from Kohima Village 
Youth Organization (KVYO), 
the department’s personnel 
intercepted four vehicles dur-
ing the early hours of Monday. 
The shipment was found to 
have been treated with formalin 
when tested in the mobile food 
testing laboratory (Food Safety 
on Wheels) stationed at the spot 
by the authorities. The fish that 
were tested include ‘pankaj,’ 
‘rohu,’ and ‘katla,’ some of the 
commonest choice of fish for 
the local population.

Formalin, which is used to 
preserve dead bodies, is said 
to be a toxic chemical and can 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur June 25 (EMN): A di-
lemma seems to be creeping 
up in the cadre management 
system of the two branches of 
the Nagaland state police viz. 
the armed branch (AB) and 
the unarmed branch (UB) 
from the rank of constables 
to inspectors, according to 
a source from inside the AB 
Club of the department.

The source explained 
that the police headquarters 
and the state’s government 
had ‘failed in bringing an 
acceptable solution’ to the 
representations submitted 
by some personnel of the 
unarmed branch on their 
demand for 50:50 ratio of 
promotion to deputy police 
superintendent, asst. com-
mandant from the unarmed 
branch, and inspectors from 
the armed branch. According 
to the source, this is despite 
the government having a vast 
knowledge of the ground re-
alities of all the government’s 
standing orders.’  

The source said that the 
mode of recruitment to the 
post of sub-inspector of AB/
UB cadres for instance, was 
done by choice of the appli-
cants and ‘not by fate or force.’ 

“The personnel of these 
two cadres, appointed from 
the rank of sub inspectors at-
tend same training academy/
college to complete basic 
course where posting of mer-
its to either cadre does not 
arise. And, stagnation in both 
the cadres is very prevalent 
if case study is conducted 
taking year-wise batch into 
consideration,” he stated.  

The source mentioned 

that out of more than 26,000 
personnel in the police de-
partment, the armed branch 
comprised a remarkably sig-
nificant total of nearly 19,000 
personnel, in 15 battalions 
and others such as 11 DEFs; 
NAPTC, PTS, and PHQ etc.  

The source divulged that 
a latest representation by 
an unarmed branch inspec-
tor demanding compensa-
tion of 15 posts of deputy 
superintendents to UBIs and 
to implement 50: 50 basis 
for UBIs and ABIs to higher 
level of promotion, appears 
to be creating a silent conflict 
within the force. 

The source said that if it is 
implemented and granted by 
the authority, it would wreck 
the future and careers of in-
numerable personnel of the 
armed branch. 

This would create chaos 
and unrest in the department, 
the source said.

Further, the source said 
that the armed branch had 
been ‘sincerely and obedi-
ently’ performing their duties 
all over the country without 
any hesitation, apart from 
home state deployments. 
They had been facing hard-
ship and even loss of life in 
the line of duty, and several 
times earned laurels for the 
department in particular and 
the state, the source said.

However, he said that 
the AB Club had 'total confi-
dence' in their senior officers 
/ Home department and the 
state government that the 
latter would not be hasty in 
taking decisions to ‘unwisely 
implement any rule which 
favours only one cadre.’

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 25 (EMN): 
The sit-in protest of the All 
Nagaland Ad hoc Teachers’ 
Group (ANATG) demanding 
regularisation of their serv-
ice has entered its sixth day 
with no positive outcome. 
The teachers have decided 
to go on an indefinite hun-
ger strike from June 27 until 
its demand is achieved. 

The teachers said that 
they were compelled to take 
the decision owing to ‘lack-
adaisical  treatment and  
adamant  attitude  on the  
part of  the  government  to  
redress  our  genuine griev-
ances and our  sole demand 
despite exercising  demo-
cratic  act of resentment’ 
in the  form of  the current 
agitations. 

The agitating teachers 
have been organising agita-
tions in phases: A pen-down 
strike during April 16-18; 
mass casual leave during 
June 4-6; class boycott dur-
ing June 15-17, and a sit-in 
protest at the directorate 
of School Education since 
June 18. 

The group said it had 
been appealing to the gov-
ernment and the depart-
ment for redress including 
through an ultimatum in 
April and June, 2018, besides 
writing to the government 

New Delhi, June 25 (IANS): 
Petroleum is the taxation 
milch cow for the central 
and the state governments 
and it is unlikely to be 
brought under the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) any 
time soon.

That's also the view of 
the Vice Chairman of Niti 
Aayog, Rajiv Kumar. Sev-
eral senior ministers have 
demanded that petroleum 
products -- basically petrol 
and diesel -- be brought 
under the the new taxation 
regime. 

But says Kumar: "It (oil) 
can't be brought under 
GST. That's because the 
total state and central taxes 
on petrol put together are 
around 90 per cent right 
now." 

He told IANS in an in-
terview here: "I can't see 
how any state will take a 
cut so huge as the highest 
rate under the GST is 28 per 
cent. A new GST band will 
have to be opened up -- and 
that will be an enormous 

exercise."
While supporting "in 

principle" the idea of bring-
ing all items under the new 
indirect tax system, he said 
those talking about doing it 
now have not thought this 
through.

"The better way to do 
this is to first start reducing 
taxes (on petroleum prod-
ucts) as I have said many 
times in public. States im-
pose ad-valorem tax on 
oil and so they all had a 
windfall gain (when prices 
rose). There is a need to ra-
tionalise it," he said, adding 
"states should especially 
cut taxes."

Kumar said that both 
the central and the state 
governments should start 
the process of weaning 
themselves away from their 
dependence on oil taxa-
tion.

According to him, the 
Central government col-
lects Rs 2.5 lakh crore as tax 
on oil out of which almost 
Rs 2 lakh crore goes to the 
states. "From where will 
they compensate it?" he 
asks adding that if the taxes 
are reduced gradually, the 
burden on the economy 
will get reduced. 

"Higher oil prices are 
like a tax on the economy. 
If oil prices are brought 
down, economic activity 
will also improve," Kumar 
said.

"Once that is achieved, 
once the revenues have 
gone up from other sourc-
es and the economy has 
picked up, then you can 
think of bringing oil under 
GST. It's not that easy," he 
added.

Ever since the new tax 
legislation was rolled out 
on July 1 last year, there 
had been talk of bring-
ing it under the GST with 
top government officials 
and ministers supporting 

the need for such a move. 
The Opposition parties, of 
course, have been clamour-
ing for it.

In December last year, 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley had told the Rajya 
Sabha that the Central gov-
ernment was in favour of 
bringing petroleum prod-
ucts under the ambit of 
GST after building a con-
sensus with states.

More recently, in April, 
when the international 
crude oil prices were going 
up sharply, pushing the 
domestic petrol prices to 
record levels, BJP President 
Amit Shah told a rally in 
Mumbai that efforts were 
on to bring petrol and die-
sel under the GST.

From Road Transport 
and Highways Minister 
Nitin Gadkari to Petroleum 
and Naural Gas Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan, al-
most every senior BJP min-
ister has favoured bringing 
petroleum products under 
the GST.

Among states, Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis has 
also expressed willingness 
to bring petrol and diesel 
under GST in his state if 
a consensus was brought 
about on it.

Kumar says he was in 
favour of such a change, 
but it has to be thought 
through in practical terms.

"I am just simply saying 
that let's not try to hurry 
it because you would only 
run into problems as there 
is a huge dependence on 
oil," he said.

"Even electricity should 
be brought under GST. 
Everything should be un-
der GST. But I am not sure 
whether it is worked out 
yet. Let's agree to bring it 
under GST but over a pe-
riod of time as is practical," 
he said.

appealing to it to file an 
interlocutory application 
(I.A) before the court im-
mediately for modification 
of court’s interim order to 
regularize 1166 grade–III 
adhoc teachers, etc.

In its latest letter is-
sued on June 25, the group 
requested the advisor for 
School Education to ur-
gently intervene to address 
the group’s demand.

The ANATG’s president, 

Ruguotsolie, and Convenor 
Temsuchiba Aier lamented 
that in spite of repeated 
appeals, the government 
remains adamant.

“Since the  ANATG-2015 
batch is  left  with  no oth-
er  option, the aggrieved 
teachers have collectively 
resolved  to  intensify our  
democratic  acts  of re-
sentment  by undertaking  
indefinite   hunger  strike  
till our sole  and  genuine 

demand is  achieved –i.e  
Regularization of  our  serv-
ice,” stated a release.

Earlier on June 21, in a 
joint meeting convened by 
Principal Secretary Men-
ukhol John has explained 
its helplessness stating that 
the court was yet to issue a 
verdict on the blanket ban 
of regularization of contract 
employees. The department 
had appealed to the teach-
ers to call off the agitation.

During the meeting, 
Senior Additional Advocate 
General K Sema had high-
lighted the legal aspects 
of the case. He said  that 
‘unless and until the court 
order stay, the notification 
August 2008 is set aside or 
modifies, the government 
cannot do anything to regu-
larise their services.’

It was informed that the 
case was likely to come up 
next week (i.e., this week).

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): 
Even as supply of electricty 
in Dimapur worsens by the 
day, the power department 
authorities have sought 
to explain what it called 
‘the unstable power sup-
ply condition in the last 
few days.’

A press release from 
the executive engineer of 
Dimapur electrical division 
on Monday informed that 
at the Metha sub-station 
‘the incomer circuit break-
er became defective on 
June 24 at 2 pm affecting 
the following feeders DBC 

feeder, ADC feeder, PWD 
feeder, Dhobinala feed-
er, Town (Metha) feeder 
and Thahekhu feeder. The 
breaker could be restored 
only at 7.30 pm.’

At the ‘powerhouse 
sub-station,’ it stated, 
shutdown was imposed 
on June 23 from 5 am to 
5 pm to enable replace-
ment of a switch gear in the 
control room. “It is also to 
inform all concerned that 
although a new 100 MVA 
transformer in being in-
stalled at 132 kV Nagarjan 
sub-station, load-shedding 

will still have to be imposed 
due to system constrains at 
downstream lower voltage 
levels such as 33/11 kV sub-
stations and distribution 
transformers. 

“Due to the rapid in-
crease in load demand in 
Dimapur and Chumuke-
dima areas the power sys-
tem is being overstressed. 
The department is unable 
to keep up with the upgra-
dation (sic) of the infra-
structure for which there 
is frequent interruptions 
caused due to snapping of 
distribution lines, break-

down of distribution trans-
formers and sub-station 
switchgears particular-
ly during peak summer 
months,” according to the 
department.

It stated that the depart-
ment of power was doing 
‘whatever possible under 
the circumstances.’ “Un-
der the Integrated Power 
Development Scheme un-
der Government of India 
scheme (IPDS) the switch-
gears are being replaced 
along with upgradation 
(sic) and installation of new 
distribution transformers 

in some of the locations. 
The department is also 
coming up with 10 MVA, 
33/11 kV sub-station at 
Forest colony which will re-
lieve the overloaded Metha 
sub-station.

“The department ap-
preciates the expectation 
of the public for a stable 
power supply especially 
in summer months and 
the world cup. However, 
in the difficult situation 
as explained above, our 
esteemed consumers are 
requested to kindly bear 
with the department.”

cause serious health problems 
even if consumed in small quan-
tities. The most common ail-
ments it can cause include dam-
age to kidney and long-term use 
can be carcinogenic i.e., having 
the potential to cause cancer, 
Yimchunger said. The officer 
informed that the contaminated 
fish were disposed off at the 
KMC garbage dumping site near 
Meriema, in the presence of the 
state’s Food Safety Commission-
er Himato Zhimomi and other 
officials from the Health depart-
ment, and the police, KMC, and 
district administration.

It was learnt that the own-
ers/dealers of the seized prod-
ucts were yet to be identified, 
but the authorities informed 

that investigation and legal 
course of action would be car-
ried out.

T h e  Fo o d  S a f e t y  a n d 
Standard Authority of India 
(FSSAI) has recently created a 
new scheme and along with 
it, the Food Safety on Wheels, 
to strengthen the food testing 
system to create a network of 
modern food testing laborato-
ries in the state. The main aim 
of the scheme is to educate ven-
dors and consumers food safety 
norms and practices. Besides, it 
aims to ensure that nutritious 
food is sold and consumed by 
the public.

The health department’s or-
der prohibiting sale of fish prod-
ucts containing toxic chemicals 

stated: “in pursuance of Regula-
tions 9.1 of Food Safety Stand-
ards (Food Products Standards 
& Food Addictives) Regulation 
2011, the term “fresh” refers to 
fish and fish products including 
crustaceans that are untreated 
except for refrigeration, storage 
on ice, or freezing upon catching 
at sea or in lakes or other bodies 
of water in order to prevent de-
composition and spoilage.

“And whereas, distribution, 
storage and sale of fresh fish 
products treated with formalin 
or other forms of preservatives 
render the article of “unsafe” 
under Section 3(1)(zz)(v) of 
Food Safety and Standards Act, 
2006. Therefore, in exercise of 
the power conferred ... under 

clause (a) of sub-section (2) of 
section 30 of Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006, do hereby 
prohibit storage, distribution 
or sale of fresh fish products 
including Crustaceans treated 
with formalin or other forms 
of preservatives in the State of 
Nagaland for a period of three 
months or till corrective meas-
ures are taken with immediate 
effect from the date of issue of 
this notification.

“Failure to comply with the 
provision of the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006 and the No-
tification will attract penalties 
up to INR 10,00,000 with im-
prisonment under section 59 of 
the Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006.”
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Dr. Parthajyoti Gogoi interacting with officials of the district hospital of Dimapur on June 25.

Members of The Coming Generation along with the residents of Lower Agri colony in Kohima pose for a group photograph after an awareness 
campaign on June 21.

Resource persons Richard Belho and David Angami speaking at the workshop for tour guides in Kohima 
on June 25.

Members of the Ao Students’ Union of Medziphema pose for 
a group photograph after a cleanliness drive on June 23. The 
members undertook the cleanliness drive from Medziphema 
town’s junction to the IETC ground. The theme of the event was 
‘God gave us green, now let’s keep it clean,’ updates informed.

Teachers and students of Sainik School at Punglwa in Peren district 
plant saplings during the plantation drive in the school’s premises 
on June 24.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  2 5 
(EMN): Preparations 
are underway towards 
making District Hospital, 
Dimapur, attain Indian 
public health standard 
(IPHS). In this regards, the 
regional director of Health 
Mission, Government 

of India, Guwahati, Dr. 
Parthajyoti Gogoi, visited 
the hospital and held 
interaction with the 
officials on June 25.

Interacting with the 
officials, Dr. Parthajyoti 
Gogoi stated that all 
h o s p i t a l s  s h o u l d  b e 

b ro u g h t  u p  t ow a rd s 
attaining the average 
Indian public health 
standards (IPHS). The 
p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  v i s i t 
to the district hospital 
was to make necessary 
assessments and find 
out the gaps in terms of 

A-sit

NEWS IN BRIEF
DMC notifies shopkeepers
Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) has informed all 
shopkeepers along Nyamo Lotha road that littering of  
garbage within the mentioned street would be penalised 
with effect from July 1. DMC administrator, Moa Sangtam, 
has directed all garbage to be dumped in the trailer which 
would be stationed in the mentioned street. He warned that 
defaulters would be penalised with a fine of INR 500 for 
first offence, INR 1000 for second offence and INR 5000 
along with cancellation of trade license for the third offence.

Auto-rickshaw recovered
An autorickshaw bearing Registration Number NL-07-
0863 was recovered by the officials of the Dimapur Dis-
trict Autorickshaw Drivers’ Union (DDADU) near Bata 
Charali. The union president, I Vitoshe Sema has directed 
the rightful owner claim the same from its head office in 
super market near hotel Saramati by producing original 
document within seven days from the date of publication 
during office hours. It further informed that the autorick-
shaw would be forfeited in case of failing to claim the same 
within the stipulated period.

Hotels union convenes meeting
Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): Kohima town hotel union 
(KTHU) has convened a general body meeting on June 30 
in the conference hall of hotel Japfu at 11 am. The meeting 
has been convened to discuss on election of its president, 
vice president, secretary, joint secretary and treasurer etc. 
The union president N Theyo has requested all the mem-
bers to attend the proposed meeting and clear their member-
ship fee of INR 100 and registration fee of INR 500.

Tuensang’s DC convenes meeting
Deputy commissioner and member secretary of DISHA, 
Tuensang, L Jami Lotha has convened a quarterly meeting 
of the district development coordination and monitoring 
committee (DISHA) on June 28 at 12 noon in the confer-
ence hall of the deputy commissioner, Tuensang. He has 
requested all concerned DISHA members to attend the 
meeting positively.

Health camp held in Phenshunyu
The Phenshunyu village has conducted health camp cum 
nutrition day on June 24 at its sub-centre in Phenshunyu. 
Around 60 children came forward for the check up. Two 
ANC checked up were also performed and four children 
were immunised. It also recorded 40 OPD, an updates from 
the sub-centre stated on June 25.

Chakhesang students induct new 
representatives
Chakhesang Student’s Union Dimapur (CSUD) has 
inducted new representatives during its second union 
assembly at the Western Chakhesang Hoho building on 
June 23. The newly inducted unit representatives included 
Kekhangu-u Nuh and Senuvekhu Tsuzu for Toulazouma 
A, B, C, D, and E khel; Nuvepalu Soho and Kutuvelu 
Nienu for Signal Basti, West Yard, Lhomithi, Kevijau, 
and Sematila colony; Kevethi Ringa and Neibe-u Tsido for 
Nagarjan area, Netaji colony,  Railway colony, Hospital col-
ony, Police colony, Burma camp, and Walford; Chotavelu 
Nyekha and Vetsakho Venuh for Lengrijan, Duncan Basti, 
Supply colony,  PWD, Forest colony, Sewak,  Tinali, Fir-
ing, Oriental colony, and Sub-Jail colony; Aralu Ritse and 
Livi Lea for Chakhesang colony, NST colony, Khermahal, 
Notun Bosti, Naga cemetery and Lake view colony.

human resources and 
infrastructure.

Dr. Gogoi interacted 
with Dr. Z Kheshito Zhimo, 
medical superintend and 
medical officers in-charge 
of various departments 
in district hospital. He 
also visited the blood 
bank and the sentinel 
surveillance site. 

He suggested to the 
respective department 
in-charges to raise their 
needs and demand to 
bring each component 
of district hospital as per 
the IPHS guidelines. He 
further urged them to fill 
up the IPHS format to 
find out the gaps so as to 
resolve them and bring 
the hospital up to the set 
standard.  

The IPHS is set of 
standards envisaged 
to improve the quality 
of healthcare delivery 
system in the country.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): 
Department of tourism 
h a s  o r g a n i s e d  o n e -
day workshop for tour 
guides on June 25 at its 
directorate, Kohima, with 
the participation of 53 
tour guides from all across 
the state.

A press release from 
the department stated 
that the workshop began 
with exhortation from 
the secretary of tourism, 
T Mhabemo Yanthan, 
wherein  he  stressed 
on the importance of 
communication skill and 
efficiency in delivering 
service. He motivated the 
participants with words of 
encouragement.

Resource person and 
architect from Zynorique 
Initiatives, Richard Belho, 
spoke on the career 
prospect  in  tour ism 
Industry. In his speech, 
B e l h o  s t re s s e d  t h a t 
government should be 
considered as a facilitator 
and not an enterprise 

or revenue generating 
industry. 

Speaking on economic 
prospect, he advised them 
to work out a proper 
system for operating a 
s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s 
scenario. 

A n o t h e r  re s o u rc e 

person, David Angami, 
president of Nagaland 
Tourism Association, 
shared on guidelines 
a n d  e t i q u e t t e s  f o r 
t o u r  g u i d e s.  He  h a s 
particularly stressed on 
the importance of good 
communication skills, 

organisational skills, 
and ideas on promoting 
business. He also shared 
on the importance of 
p e r s o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e 
since tour guide acts as 
ambassador of Nagaland. 
It was followed by an 
interactive session.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  2 5 
(EMN): In an endeavour 
t o  s e n s i t i s e  c a d e t s 
on the value of  tree 
plantation and the need 
to save environment, 
Sainik School Punglwa 
(SSP) organised a tree 
plantation drive on June 
24 in the school premises 
and planted more than 
240 tree saplings. 

Gp Capt Sharad R 
Ke s k a r,  t h e  s c h o o l ’s 
principal, initiated the 
drive and encouraged the 
cadets to take pragmatic 

steps towards improving 
the quality of environment 
for the future generation 
and to make the world 
a greener place to live 
in. The principal along 
with teachers and cadets 
undertook the plantation 
drive and participated 
w i t h  g re a t  z e a l  a n d 
enthusiasm.

T h e  s c h o o l  h a s , 
meanwhile, thanked Dr. 
Sentitula, divisional forest 
officer, Peren division, for 
providing tree saplings to 
the school.

D i m a p u r,  Ju n e  2 5 
( E M N ) :  St a t e  c h i e f 
m i n i s t e r,  N e i p h i u 
Rio, has mourned the 
demise of Kedizhalhou 
Yano, who passed away 
on June 25 in Kohima.

In a  condolence 
message addressed 
to Mrs Nguri  Yano, 
R i o  h a s  d e s c r i b e d 
Kedizhalhou Yano as 
the first matriculate 
from Dihoma village, 
who had served the 
government in various 
c a p a c i t i e s  b e f o r e 
retiring as joint director 
of rural development.

Rio stated that as a 
government servant, 
Kedizhalhou gave his 
best years to the service 
of the state and added 
that his contributions 
and sacrifices would be 
forever remembered. 
Besides, he had also 
served the society in 
various capacities and 
was an office bearer of 
the Angami gazetted 

officers’ krotho (AGOK). 
“In my interactions 

with him over the years, 
he not only proved to be 
a good officer but was 
also a gentleman who 
had sincere concerns for 
the people. He is fondly 
remembered by people 
in al l  his  places of 
posting for the sincerity 
of his work and warmth 
in his relationship with 
all,” Rio added.

Rio lamented that 
his demise is a loss for 
the Angami community 
in particular and the 
Nagas in general adding 
the vacuum created 
by his demise would 
be difficult to fill. Rio 
f u r t h e r  c o n v e y e d 
c o n d o l e n c e  t o  t h e 
bereaved family and 
prayed that Almighty 
God would grant peace 
and solace during their 
time of sorrow and grief. 
He has prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN):  All 
Nagaland Hindi Teachers’ Union 
(ANHTU) has sought proper 
explanation from the department 
of school education for the delay 
in releasing salary despite repeated 
reminders of the hardships faced by 
the 1357 Hindi teachers. 

T h e  u n i o n  p re s s  re l e a s e 
issued by its general secretary, AS 
Yarthotngam, claimed that the state 
finance department had released 
the sanction order of salary for the 
month of March and April on June 8 

for the 1357 Hindi teachers of 2012-
13 batch. It alleged that despite the 
sanction order, the department of 
school education has not released 
the salaries to the already grieved 
Hindi teachers.

ANHTU has questioned the 
director of directorate of school 
education as to why the salaries 
have not been released till date. 
ANHTU questioned if it was an 
act of protest against the order of 
the state government or gesture of 
discrimination towards the Hindi 

teachers. 
The union also added that the 

finance department was ready to 
release the sanction order for May 
and June given the proposal. It 
stated that the Hindi teachers are 
undergoing untold hardship due 
to the ‘complete negligence’ of the 
department.

W h i l e  s e e k i n g  p r o p e r 
explanation from the department, 
the union requested the department 
to stop provoking as it could lead to 
further agitations.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): 
Kohima division of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has welcomed the 
decision of the party’s 
c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  i n 
appointing Temjen Imna 
Along Longkumer as the 
state party president.

The division general 
secretary has described 

him as a young, dynamic 
leader and a man of 
principle, who stands 
foremost for the uplift of 
the party and the people. 

T h e  d i v i s i o n  h a s 
assured to carry out the 
directives of the newly 
appointed president with 
full co-operation and 
dedication in the days to 

come and hoped that the 
party would thrive under 
his leadership. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
division has expressed 
delight in working with 
the former state party 
p re s i d e n t ,  V i s a s o l i e 
Lhoungu.

It has wished him all 
success in discharging 

his duties as chairman 
of bamboo mission and 
co-convener  of  PDA 
government.

It  a d d e d  t h a t  h i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e 
growth of  the BJP in 
the state and Kohima 
district  in particular 
w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d 
exemplary.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): Nagaland 
Board of School Education (NBSE) 
has informed that entries for Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam IGNITE 18 competition 
under the initiative of the National 
Innovation Foundation (NIF) under 
the department of science and 
technology, Government of India, 
would be accepted till August 31.

NIF has successfully undertaken 
the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE 
competition in collaboration with 
the Honey Bee Network, CBSE, 
national/ state education boards 
and other partners with the aim to 
harness the creative potential of 
school children. 

In 2017, it received 65000 
responses from all states and union 
territories of the country, wherein 
56 students’ ideas were selected for 
awards after rigorous screening. 
The award function was organised 
at the Grambharati, Gandhinagar in 
Gujarat where the former President 
of India, Pranab Mukherjee, gave 
away the awards in presence of OP 
Kohli, governor of Gujarat, and other 
dignitaries.

A DIPR report stated that NBSE 
has decided to partner with NIF 
so that students of the state could 
also participate in the Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam IGNITE 18 competition.

Students could directly submit 

their entries address to Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam IGNITE 18 Competition, 
National Innovation Foundation 
– India, Grambharti, Amrapur, 
Gandhinagar - Mahudi Road, 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat – 382650 or 
email at ignite@nifindia.org.

Entries may be submitted in the 
following categories:

(i) Technological practical 
ideas to solve any problem in day to 
day life.

(ii) Real life technological 
projects demonstrating innovative 
ways of solving problems or reducing 
drudgery or generating efficiency 
or conserving resources (projects 
demonstrating application of known 
scientific concepts or theories will 
not be accepted).

(iii) Traditional knowledge 
practices documented from elders 
in and around one’s family.

( i v )  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
some other innovators in the 
neighbourhood.

It informed that each entry (in 
case of i and ii above) should be 
accompanied with a certificate 
from parents and teachers stating 
that the idea/ innovation has been 
developed and documented by the 
student concerned entirely on his/ 
her own without any guidance or 
support from them.

The awards will be announced 
on October 15, birthday anniversary 
of the former President of India, 
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, which is also 
celebrated as children’s creativity 
and innovation day.

Winners of the earlier IGNITE 
competitions have also won awards 
in NIF’s national competition at the 
hands of the President of India. Many 
student winners have participated in 
the innovation exhibitions organised 
by NIF at the Rashtrapati Bhavan 
and inaugurated by the President. 
IGNITE winners have also been 
selected in the innovation scholar-
in-residence programme of the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in the last three 
years.

It stated that IGNITE awards 
winners would be eligible to get 
10 bonus marks while applying for 
admission in B.Tech programme 
at  Indraprastha Institute of 
Information Technology, Delhi 
(IIITD), an autonomous institute 
of the Government of Delhi. The 
bonus marks are in addition to the 
100 marks an applicant gets based 
on the JEE (Mains) and Class XII 
marks.

NBSE has encouraged the 
students to participate in the 
competition with their creative 
ideas or innovations.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): 
Co n t i n u i n g  w i t h  i t s 
campaign ‘Nagaland says 
not to plastic,’ a Kohima 
based organisation ‘The 
Co m i n g  G e n e ra t i o n’ 
(TCG) has organised an 
awareness programme 
at Lower Agri colony, 
Kohima, on June 21.

The campaign was 
an initiative of ‘Nagaland 
f o r  c h a n g e’  a s  o n e 
o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i o n 
programmes of the TCG 
for  better  Nagaland. 
The objective of  the 
campaign was to give 
and spread awareness 
o n  t h e  i l l  e f f e c t s  o f 
plastic pollutions and 
the threat it poses in the 
days to come and also 
to encourage people to 

use biodegradable bags 
which are available in the 
market.

Releasing littering 

and mismanagement of 
waste as a serious issue, 
the organisation has 
taken steps to reduce 

one time plastics use 
and to encourage people 
to refuse plastic bags as 
much as possible. The 

campaign has selected 
some colonies in Kohima 
as model village of the 
campaign.

T h e  a w a r e n e s s 
programme was attended 
by the council members 
and representatives of 
women and youth. 

In the programme, 
the speaker and TCG 
coordinator, Alice Kamei, 
called upon the council 
members to part take 
i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  by 
declaring their colony as 
‘Plastic free zone colony.’ 
Sh e  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d 
them to set an example 
for other neighbouring 
districts and states. 

S h e  a d d e d  t h a t 
declaration is only the 
beginning of the task as 
follow up activities would 
be carried forward to 
make their locality plastic 
free zone.

In a news item pertaining to a land dispute issue at 7th 
Mile Model Village a rejoinder by the Makri GB and Party 
of Viswema Village had stated that “at no point of time” 
they hand warned the villagers to vacate the village 
within two months as alleged by the village council in 
a earlier communiqué to the media. The Makri GB and 
Party of Viswema Village stated that they just “explained 
the Courts judgment order to those illegal settlers” in 
their land. On our earlier issue in the state page it was 
incorrectly rendered as if the said party had threatened 
the villagers to vacate the village. 

Correction
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PB Acharya and Kavita Acharya, and Sushil Kumar Patel seen here during the closing ceremony of the 
four-day cultural programme of the Bengali Samaj in Dimapur.

Fish collected by the DMC as samples for laboratory tests.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): 
Lamenting that many edu-
cated people are not aware 
of various government 
schemes for the poor, Gov-
ernor PB Acharya called 
upon rich and the privi-
leged to come forward and 
be a shareholder for the 
progress of the nation.

Addressing the clos-
ing ceremony of  the 
four-day annual cultural 
competition organised by 
Dimapur Bangali Samaj 
on June 24 in Dimapur, 
governor urged the samaj 
to help the needy people 
and also contribute for 

the economically growth 
of the state.

Lauding the Samaj for 
having organised such a 
programme, he appealed 
to them to use the occa-
sion for the well being of 
the downtrodden and the 
deprived. 

The programme was 
conducted at the Shree 
Sh re e  Ra m  T h a n k u r 
Sevashram premises in 
Dimapur. Kavita Acharya 
wife of the governor and 
Deputy Commissioner 
Dimapur Sushil Kumar Pa-
tel also attended the pro-
gramme as special guests. 

Governor urges society’s affluent to be shareholders

DMC inspects fish markets NPF women wing denounces 
NDPP, chief minister’s statements 

STATE

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): The 
Dimapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) has inspected fish mar-
kets at Railway Bazaar and New 
Market in Dimapur on June 
25. The inspection was carried 
out according to the directive 
issued by the Nagaland State 
Food Safety Commissioner.

In the wake of the news 
outbreak about formalin-laced 
fish making headlines in the 
country, the DMC on Monday 
evening took an initiative to 
inspect fish markets in the 
town. The council said that they 
would carry out another in-
spection on June 26 at Sematilla 
during fish auctioning.

So far, the DMC has collect-
ed six different types of fish— 
three each from New Market 
and Railway Bazaar. The DMC 
will send the collected fish to 
Kohima tomorrow for lab test. 

 During an interaction with 
the media at the DMC’s of-
fice, the administrator of DMC 
Moatemsu Sangtam said, the 
municipal will try to get the test 
done by tomorrow and accord-
ing to the outcome of the test 
they will initiate actions. 

He admitted that it was the 
first time that the DMC carrying 
out an inspection of such kind.

Recently, it has come to light 
that fish laced with formalin are 
on sale in different parts of the 
country. It was informed that 
several quantities of fish laced 
with formalin were seized in 
some parts of the country. 

Medical experts said that 
formalin (formaldehyde) which 
is generally used to preserve 
deceased bodies can cause se-
rious ailments like cancer. It is 
because formalin contains car-
cinogen, a substance capable of 
causing cancer in living tissue.

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN):  The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) central 
women wing has expressed shock 
and resentment against the Na-
tionalist Democratic People’s Party 
(NDPP) press and media commit-
tee’s statement for branding the 
NPF president, Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu as a ‘liar’ which it said has 
deeply hurt the sentiments of the 
party men and women.

Condemning the ‘blatant act 
of lie and deceit’ from the NDPP 
against the president, the Women 
wing pointed out that the president 
has only spoken on the values of 
freedom of religion as enshrined in 
the Indian constitution, and it does 
not in any way amount to giving 
inflammatory speeches that may 
incite riots or unrest in the state of 
Nagaland. 

The Women wing also expressed 
shock at the ‘immature’ statement 
of Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio’s 
statement and the People’s Demo-
cratic Allaince (PDA) government 
stand on Naga integration issue 
and the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill 2016.

“Our Naga dream to live as one 
cannot be written off by indecisive 
leaders who are desperate to cling 
onto their chairs in their search 
for more power even at the cost 
of surrendering our birth right,” 
the communiqué from the press 
secretary of Central NPF Women 
wing stated.

“Looking at the events in the 
other North-Eastern states in the 
wake of the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill 2016, it is a big blow 
to the Nagas when the PDA gov-
ernment in its Cabinet Meeting 
decided not to oppose the bill, 
stating Article 371 A as a protective 
measure,’ it asserted. 

Recalling the ULB fiasco where 
much hues and cries were staged 
over 33 percent women reserva-
tion issue, on the pretext that it 
infringes upon Article 371 A, the 
Women wing asked the tribal 
hohos and the apex civil societies 
‘not to become mute spectators 
when such a disastrous bill, which 
will have serious ramifications for 
our future generations is not being 
opposed but is welcomed by the 
present ruling PDA government.’

The NPF central women wing 
lamented that the present Naga 
leaders have lost their commit-
ments and zeal to serve and safe-
guard the interest of the Nagas. 

Stating that Nagaland is wit-
nessing a massive flow of immi-
grants into Naga homeland, and 
a day is not far when Nagaland 
will become another Tripura if 
this trend is not checked on time, 
the women wing urged the rul-
ing govt. ‘to undo the damages 
before any major catastrophic 
event takes place, as Nagaland is 
not a dumping ground for illegal 
immigrants.’

A press release received 
here on Monday from the 
samaj updated about the 
event. 

The Bengali samaj fe-
licitated leaders of dif-
ferent communities and 
prominent personalities 
of Dimapur. 

Delivering his wel-
come address, Advocate 
Kamala Kanta Paul, presi-
dent of the samaj high-
lighted various social ac-
tivities promoted by the 
governor and lauded him 
for his commendable serv-
ices.

On the occasion, the 
union also felicitated 27 
rank holders in the re-
cently declared HSLC 
and HSSLC belonging to 
different communities 
from Nagaland. Prizes for 
various competitions were 
distributed to the winners.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 25 (EMN): To dem-
onstrate its displeasures against 
the frequent transfer and posting 
of officers in the district, the Naga 
Peoples’ Organisation (NPO) and 
other district frontal organisa-
tions based in Senapati district 
headquarters have decided to 
impose 24 hours total shut down 
across the length and breadth of 
Senapati district, sources from 
Senapati said.

The total shut down will be 

effected from 6 am of June 27 till 
6 am of June 28. 

According to a press release 
issued by NPO, frequent transfer 
of officers in the district such as 
DC, SP, HOD, etc, is becoming a 
regular trend and detrimental to 
peace and development in the 
district.

The most recent transfer of 
Superintendent of Police (SP) M 

Pradip Singh, who was posted in 
the district barely four months 
ago and replaced by Hopson 
Sapam on June 23 is uncalled for 
and hence should be immedi-
ately revoked, the NPO release 
stated.  

Senapati district inhabited 
by various ethnic groups and 
bordering with other states is 
prone to law and order prob-

lems. The state government 
should not act without rhymes 
and reasons and wantonly trans-
fer the officers at their whims 
like tossing of volley ball or chess 
pawns to edge political mileage, 
the release stated.

At the receiving end it is the 
general public who always suffers. 
Failure to revoke the above trans-
fer order will be taken seriously by 

the people of Senapati and more 
stringent actions including total 
indefinite bandh of all Inter-state 
transport systems will follow and 
the Government of Manipur shall 
be solely responsible for all the 
woes of the people of Manipur, 
the release added.

However the educational 
institutions, electricity depart-
ment, water supply, medical, 
media, paramilitary forces would 
be exempted from the purview of 
the total shutdown. 

Itanagar, June 25 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
Congress today alleged that 
the ruling BJP was involved 
in embezzlement of huge 
amount of public fund in 
the name of paying com-
pensation for construction 
of Trans Arunachal High-
way (TAH).

The party also demand-
ed that the government 
should come out clean by 
instituting an enquiry by 
a retired High Court judge.

Arunachal Pradesh 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein, who also 
holds the PWD portfolio, 
said his department has 
nothing to do with it.

The Congress alleged 
that an amount of Rs 245 
crore was misused in the 
name of paying compen-
sation to the land owners 
in two stretches of the TAH 
by the government in con-
nivance with the district 
administration.

“There are reports that 
an amount of Rs 47 crore 
was paid as compensa-
tion to the land owners 
in the stretch of TAH be-
tween Joram and Koloriang 
in Kra Daadi and Kurung 
Kumey districts and names 
of non-tribals also figured 
in the list which has raised 
doubts in the minds of the 
genuine land owners of 
the districts,” Arunachal 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (APCC) President 
Takam Sanjoy said while 
speaking to reporters here.

Sanjoy also alleged that 
an amount of Rs 198 crore 
was also misappropriated 
by the government while 
paying compensation to 
land owners of Yazali-Ziro-
Raga stretch of the highway 
and demanded a proper 
investigation.

The Congress further 
criticised the state govern-
ment for enhancing the 
rate of land revenue from 
existing Rs 1 to Rs 600 per 
square meter for normal 
land and from Rs 2 to Rs 

800 for commercial land.
Stating that the Aru-

nachal Pradesh (Land 
Settlement and Records) 
(Amendment) Act 2018 
which was passed by the 
state Assembly would have 
a detrimental effect on the 
people of the state, Sanjoy 
made it clear that the Con-
gress completely rejects 
and opposes the new rates.

He also asked the gov-
ernment to revise it before 
the elections due next year.

The party also de-
manded that the state gov-
ernment should to pay 
compensation of Rs 5 lakh 
each to the relatives of the 
five labourers from As-
sam who were killed after a 
retaining wall of an under-
construction building col-
lapsed over their barrack at 
Donyi Colony here Sunday 
morning.

The state deputy Aru-
nachal Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein, while reacting to the 
allegations made by the 
Congress, said that he had 
initiated a meeting with 
five MLAs of the affected 
districts last year along 
with the respective deputy 
commissioners, and fixed 
the compensation amount 
at 198 crore for the Potin-
Yazali-Ziro-Raga-Panging 
stretch of the TAH, which 
was high earlier and ac-
cordingly the Centre sanc-
tioned the amount.

“Distribution of com-
pensation to the affected 
land owners is with the 
land management depart-
ment and the concerned 
district administrations. 
My department has noth-
ing to do with it,” Mein 
said. On the allegations 
of misuse of compensa-
tion fund, the deputy chief 
minister informed that the 
government had already 
constituted a committee 
to find out the anomalies 
in paying compensation 
and is waiting for the final 
report. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 25 (EMN): The in-
definite shutdown of the Manipur 
University has completely paralysed 
the normal functioning of all the 34 
departments, centres, and admin-
istration at Canchipur near Imphal. 
The post graduate examination of 
2018 which was scheduled to be 
conducted in June has also been 
postponed till further notice.

The Manipur University Stu-
dents’ Union (MUSU) launched the 
shut down demanding the removal 
of its vice chancellor (VC), Prof Adya 
Prasad Pandey, since May 30.

Citing 15 point charges against 
the VC including regular ‘unofficial’ 
tour and violation of University Act, 
the MUSU in a memorandum to 
state governor Dr. Najma Heptulla, 
stated to have alleged that the Ma-
nipur University, under the tenure 
of Prof. Pandey as VC, has been 
witnessing a series of crisis arising 
out of the mismanagement and 
disappointments of the university’s 
authority in academic and adminis-

trative matters.
‘After remaining silent for more 

than half a month, everyone called 
for a resolution of the ongoing 
crisis in the university,’ the VC told 
reporters on Sunday stating that he 
is still trying his best to resolve the 
ongoing crisis. But he failed to give 
any time frame to bring an amica-
ble solution.

 “However, sometimes in my 
leave notice, I did not mention the 
return date in view of the uncer-
tainty in the date of accomplish-
ment of my works at the UGC, HRD 
ministry, or other ministries,” said 
Pandey. “Moreover, the expenditure 
incurred on the official visits cannot 
be considered as loss of the Univer-
sity,” he added.

Clarifying that there is no viola-
tion of Manipur University Act, he 
claimed that the “allegation of ma-
nipulating court meeting is false and 
baseless,” while citing that nothing 
can be achieved overnight and that 
there are competent authorities to 
look after for irregularities. 

Meanwhile, Manipur University 
Teachers Association (MUTA) has 
demanded constitution of a high 
level enquiry commission to judge 
the facts relating to the allegations 
which has been levelled against 
the present VC and his subsequent 
clarification on the charges.  

An emergency executive com-
mittee and special invitees meeting 
of MUTA with its president, Prof. 
I Tomba, in the chair here took a 
decision in this regard on Monday, 
sources said.

According to the general sec-
retary of MUTA, Prof. L Shanjuku-
mar, the meeting of MUTA further 
resolved about participating in the 
joint sit-in protest of MUTA, MUSU, 
and Manipur University Staffs As-
sociation which is about to be con-
ducted on June 26,. 

On the other hand, the locals 
surrounding the university in as-
sociation with various clubs have 
urged the concerned authorities 
to resolve the ongoing crisis at the 
earliest.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 25 (EMN): The 
left lining Karbi Students 
Association (KSA) of Simeon 
Rongphar faction submitted 
a memorandum to Executive 
Member (EM), Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) 
incharge higher education, 
Jagatsing Engti regarding the 
grievances faced by students 
of Diphu B.Ed. College on 
June 25 Monday. 

The KSA in the memo-
randum demanded grant-
in-aid by KAAC and that the 
authority of Diphu B. Ed. 
College should be allowed 
instalment basis for pay-
ment of fees and maximum 
reservation of seats for ST 
students. 

President, KSA, Simeon 
Rongphar said that EM Engti 
had agreed for payment of 

admission fees in instalment 
basis. While grant-in-aid 
would be made from next 
year, the EM is said to have 
assured the KSA leaders dur-
ing the meet.

The principal of Diphu  
B.Ed. College Dr. B Gohain 
Roy in a delephonice query 
informed that the instalment 
basis for payment of admis-
sion fees has been intro-
duced from 2017-18 session. 
It was made considering the 
economic condition of sev-
eral students as they cannot 
pay the whole amount at one 
time. She further informed 
that many students are yet 
to clear  their admission fees. 
But since the college author-
ity do not wish to spoil the 
career of the students, the are 
allowed to sit for their exams, 
said the principal. 

Dimapur, June 25 (EMN): As part 
of the nationwide programme to 
adopt modern technology to alert 
railways regarding abnormal rise 
in water level of major rivers, the 
Northeast Frontier (NF) Railway 
has successfully installed general 
packet radio service (GPRS) based 
water level monitoring system at 
Saraighat road–rail Bridge in Guwa-
hati recently. A press release from 
the NF Railway informed on June 
25 Monday.

According to the release, elec-
tro-magnetic waves generated in 
the instrument passes through 
the air and reaches water surface 
and comes back to the sensor. The 
distance between the instrument 
and water surface is calculated 
from travel time of waves. Thus, a 
very accurate and reliable level of 
water is found. From site, the data 
goes directly to the master system 
through GPRS. Alert signals are au-
tomatically sent to cell phones and 

track management system through 
an internet based system.

The system will automatically 
and continuously monitor the wa-
ter level in Brahmaputra River and 
send SMS to pre-determined cell 
phones at regular intervals. Rail-
waymen looking after the system 
will receive alert signals as soon as 
the water level in the river crosses 
danger level, so that train services 
can be suitably regulated to obviate 
any danger.

Agartala, June 25 (PTI): Law enforcement agencies in the state 
have been keeping a “close eye” on a drug trafficking route that 
originates in Myanmar and enters Damcherra, a remote village 
North Tripura district, through Mizoram, Chief Minister Biplab 
Deb told the Assembly today.

The BJP-IPFT government has “vowed” to put an end to 
drug menace in the state, he asserted.

“The government and law enforcement agencies are on the 
move to block the drug smuggling route as it poses threat to the 
younger generation at Damcherra area, adjacent to Mizoram,” 
the CM told the House during a calling attention motion initi-
ated by government chief whip Kalyani Roy.

A drive initiated by the state government against illegal drugs 
- banned cough syrups, ganja, heroine and brown sugar - has 
yielded positive result in the past 100 days, Deb said in his reply 
to a query by treasury bench member Sushanta Chowdhury.

“This crackdown on drugs peddlers will continue till Tripura 
becomes a drug free state. Apart from seizure of contraband 
items - 12,035 kg ganja, 50,116 banned cough syrup bottles 
and 564.4 gm of brown sugar and heroine, 97 persons have 
been recently arrested for their involvement in smuggling the 
items,” he said.

The CM urged people, including members of the opposition 
bench, to support the drive.

Chowdhury, one of the youngest members on the treas-
ury bench, also pointed out that there has been a spurt in the 
number of HIV cases at Damcherrra owing to use of contami-
nated needles for substance abuse.

Deb said he was aware of the issue and would take measures 
to create awareness among the youngsters in Damcherra and 
its adjoining areas. 

“The government is aware about the menace - the swelling 
number of drug users who use syringes. Although complete 
statistics is not available on the magnitude of the problem, steps 
have been taken to prevent to bust the network that operates 
from Myanmar,” he added.

Shillong, June 25 (PTI): Two 
school-dropouts have started a 
crusade to save the highly en-
dangered Western Hoolock Gib-
bons, their habitats, and birds 
in the forests of the remote East 
Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya.

Armed with a loaned cam-
era, the two are also taking 
pictures of birds found in the 
forests for documentation of 
the winged species in the Hima 
Malaisohmat area.

Hima Malaisohmat, border-
ing Bangladesh, has five villages 
and the forest there is home to 
the endangered Hoolock Gib-
bons, the only ape found in 
Indian subcontinent.

“These apes are a favour-
ite target for hunters. A fam-

ily of three gibbons was killed 
by an unidentified hunter last 
month,” said Banshim Wan-
niang, 22, one of the two cru-
saders.

Wanniang took upon him-
self the task of protecting the 
wildlife in his Phlangwanbroi 
village, and his friend, Wallam 
Kharlyngdoh hailing from near-
by Mawkasain village, joined 
him.

“It is very sad to see that 
the Hoolock Gibbons are dis-
appearing at a very rapid rate 
from our forests. And so are our 
birds,” said Wanniang.

With very little education, 
children of the villages are 
taught to hunt from an early 
age, and with no government 

intervention and rapid defor-
estation, the Hoolock habitats 
are disappearing at a fast rate, 
said Kharlyngdoh.

Wanniang and Kharlyngdoh 
told PTI that work is on to create 
awareness at the community 
level to conserve the wildlife and 
to provide alternative liveli-
hoods to people so that they 
stop hunting.

The two dropped out of 
school when they were in class 
11 and now work in betel nut 
firms located inside the forest.

Asked how they knew about 
conservation, they said they did 
not like killing of animals from 
their childhood, but the knowl-
edge about conservation came 
after their visit to the Kaziranga 

National Park in Assam.
“A team of hunters and com-

munity elders had visited Ka-
ziranga in April. We were also in 
that team because of our inter-
est in wildlife,” Kharlyngdoh, 24, 
said.The visit was organised by a 
wildlife enthusiast who does not 
wish to be named.

The team of around 30 peo-
ple was taken to the park to 
learn how tourism could bring 
about a positive change of co-
existence and conservation, 
Kharlyngdoh said.

Of those team members, the 
two were selected to undergo 
a month-long training at the 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
in Nagaland where they were 
trained in laying camera traps 

and basic wildlife photography.
“During the training, we 

learnt that there are at least 100 
types of birds in our community 
forests and we have document-
ed 25 of them,” Kharlyngdoh 
said.

The two showed this cor-
respondent at least 25 varieties 
of birds they had photographed 
and identified them with the 
help of a guide book.

Both the camera and the 
guide book were given to them 
by the wildlife enthusiast, who 
was behind the project. A sen-
ior wildlife official of the Forest 
department here told PTI on 
condition of anonymity that the 
department lacks manpower 
and resources for conservation. 

Mirror Crossword 1860sud0ku 1700
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1859

ACROSS
1. General’s assistant (abbrev.)
4. Unwanted EMail
8. Materials
12. Crunches federal numbers
13. Loloish
14. Indian music
15. Large arboreal boa of tropical 

South America
17. Employee Stock Ownership Plan
18. Ancient Persian ruler
19. Rational
21. Settled down
23. Daniel Francois _____, former 

South African P.M.
26. Tribe or family
29. Organism that lives and feeds 

on another
31. Male sheep
32. Pools
33. Take hold of
34. Used excessively
36. Withered
37. Concerns
38. Stiff hair or bristle
40. Muslim prayer leader
42. Leg bones
46. Spore sac
48. Mimicks
50. Sheep sounds
51. Number game
52. Austrian currency (abbrev.)
53. Skin disease
54. Any place of bliss or delight
55. Chordophone 

DOWN
1. Turkish leader title
2. ____ Carvey, comedian
3. Outer garment
4. Coral reef
5. Wind instruments
6. As well as

7. Missing soldiers
8. Sporting venues
9. An imaginary line or standard 

by which things are 
measured or compared

10. Back 
11. Drain
16. Common swift
20. Portuguese nurses
22. Counterweights

24. An essential oil or perfume
25. One point east of northeast
26. Alligator
27. Molten rock
28. A native or inhabitant of 

America
30. Explain again 
32. Monocot genus
35. Surrender claim
36. Spoken in Sulu archipelago

39. Dialect of Dakota language
41. Supply with microphone
43. Southern Japan city
44. Care for
45. Arthur ____, Wimbledon 

champion
46. A fabric woven from goat 

and camel hair
47. A baglike structure
49. ___ student, learns healing

solutions to suD0ku 1699

Manipur: NPO to impose 24 hours 
bandh in senapati district from June 27

Arunachal Cong. alleges 
misappropriation of 
funds by BJP govt.

Manipur Univ. crisis: Postpones post graduate examination KSA submits memorandum 
to KAAC’s higher education

NFR installs GPRS-based water level monitoring systemBJP-IPFT govt. to end drug menace 
in Tripura, CM tells House

The shutdown will begin on June 27 from 6 am to June 28 till 6 am

school-dropouts turn wildlife conservationists in Meghalaya
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India wants AIIB investments 
in nine projects — Goyal 

Power discom BYPL signs MoU with Finnish 
company for collaboration in energy sector 

Jio signs $1 bn loan to finance goods 
procured from Samsung, Ace Technologies

Global cues subdue equity indices, sensex ends 200 points lower

Mumbai, June 25 (IANS): 
Terming India “a sweet 
spot where the rule of law 
prevails”, Finance Minister 
Piyush Goyal said here 
on Monday the country 
wants investments in nine 
projects from the China-
based Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB).

Speaking to the me-
dia, Goyal said India has 
already picked up alsmost 
28 per cent - or $1.4 bil-
lion - AIIB’s total lendings, 
for seven projects in the 
country.

The focus of AIIB’s 
lending has been on rural 
infrastructure, energy and 
power, environmental pro-
tection, transportation and 
telecommunication, water 
supply and sanitation, be-
sides urban developments 
and logistics.

Goyal said “it’s a matter 
of great pride that India 
is the largest recipient of 
the $4.2 billion funds dis-
bursed by AIIB.”

He attributed a robust 
framework and easy to 
navigate policies being the 
key reasons for the invest-
ment flow into the coun-
try’s infrastructure sector.

The minister men-
tioned how Mumbai has 
improved its ranking in 
the Swachhta Index signifi-
cantly during the past few 

years and is engaging with 
international global efforts 
for a better quality of life.

He assured that by 
2022, as part of the Prime 
Minister’s plan, the gov-
ernment will ensure every 
citizen has a shelter over 
his head, round-the-clock 
electricity, good toilets, 
clean drinking water, ac-
cess by road to his house 
and internet connectivity.

Earlier, welcoming del-
egates from 86-AIIB mem-
ber countries, Goyal said 
that in just three years, In-
dia has hosted three major 
international multilateral 
banks - the New Develop-
ment Bank, the African 
Development Bank and 
now the AIIB.

He lauded AIIB’s robust 
processes and said how 

the concept was floated 
in 2014, matured in bare-
ly seven months and the 
Multilateral Development 
Bank was in place by 2016, 
with India as the second 
largest stakeholder with 
eight percent.

Later this afternoon, 
AIIB announced an equity 
investment of $100 mil-
lion in India’s National In-
vestment & Infrastructure 
Fund (NIIF) to help various 
development projects in 
this country.

The amount will be for 
the Phase I of NIIF’s Fund 
of Fund (Eds: Correct) ini-
tial closing and the AIIB is 
considering another $100 
million in Phase II for the 
final closing, bringing the 
bank’s total commitment 
to $200 million.

The NIIF is a collabora-
tive investment platform 
for international and do-
mestic investors keen on 
investing in commercially 
viable Indian infrastruc-
ture projects.

The NIIF’s Fund of 
Fund will anchor or invest 
in funds managed by fund 
managers with good track 
record in various infra-
structure and associated 
sectors in India.

Some of the focus sec-
tors include: Green Infra-
structure, Mid-Income 
and Affordable Housing, 
Infrastructure Services and 
Allied Sectors, the AIIB 
said.

The NIIF Fund of 
Funds recently announced 
its first investment - Green 
Growth Equity Fund - 
which will invest in re-
newable energies, clean 
transportation, water, san-
itation and waste manage-
ment.

The AIIB will provide 
its expertise to enhance 
NIIF’s environmental and 
social risk management 
capabilities to improve 
and monitor ecological 
and social performance 
across the portfolio invest-
ments.

“Our investment in the 
NIIF reflects AIIB’s com-
mitment to support the 

Government of India in its 
efforts to promote invest-
ment in infrastructure and 
to mobilize private capital 
for development,” said 
AIIB Vice-President and 
Chief Investment Officer 
D.J. Pandian.

The AIIB Director-Gen-
eral of Investment Opera-
tions, Dong-Ik Lee, said the 
NIIF will provide access 
to a diversified range of 
sub-funds and trigger a 
multiplier effect in attract-
ing capital.

“With AIIB’s invest-
ment in the NIIF, we will 
help pool commitments 
from long-term inves-
tors such as multilateral 
institutions, sovereign 
wealth funds, pension 
funds and insurance 
companiesa”within and 
outside Indiaa”to make 
investments in the coun-
try’s infrastructure sector,” 
Lee said.

With a total project 
portfolio of $4.4 billion, 
India is the largest bor-
rower from the AIIB since 
it started its operations 
two-and-a-half-years ago.

The 3rd AIIB annual 
meeting was opened in 
Mumbai on Monday with 
a focus on infrastructure, 
coupled with the theme of 
innovation and collabora-
tion.

New Delhi, June 25 (PTI): Power distribu-
tion company BYPL has signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) with 
Business Finland, a Finnish government 
agency, for collaborative activities in dif-
ferent areas, including energy efficiency 
and electric vehicles.

The agreement was signed last week 
by BSES Yamuna Power Limited (BYPL) 
chief executive officer PR Kumar and 
Jukka Holappa, commercial councilor 
and head Business Finland’ India, at the 
Embassy of Finland here, said a BYPL 
spokesperson. 

The three year MoU on cooperation 
in the power distribution sector’ will 
encompass joint studies, pilot projects, 
knowledge-sharing and consultancy, re-
search projects for inducting future and 
emerging technologies at the distribution 
utility level. 

Some of the focus areas the collabo-
ration will include are energy efficiency, 
renewables, energy storage system, elec-
tric vehicle and smart grid initiatives, the 
spokesperson said.

We are excited about the collaboration 
which will help both the organisations in 
getting strategic and tactical insights in 
their continued quest for providing bet-
ter services benchmarked to global best 
practices, Kumar said.

It is wonderful to see India working to-
wards ambitious energy targets, Holappa 
said.

“Finland and especially Finnish en-
ergy companies want to be part of this 
revolution,” he said.

The collaboration with the BYPL 
opens “huge opportunities” for the Finn-
ish companies in the Indian energy sector, 
he added.

Mumbai, June 25 (IANS): 
Reliance Jio Infocomm 
(RJIL) has signed a $1 bil-
lion equivalent term loan 
facility covered by Korea 
Trade Insurance Corpora-
tion (K-SURE) on June 22, 
2018, a company state-
ment said here on Mon-
day.

It will be used to fi-

nance goods and services 
procured primarily from 
Samsung Electronics and 
Ace Technologies Corp.

 It has “door to door 
tenor of 10.75 years”, the 
statement said.

“The facility is K-
SURE’s largest deal in India 
as well as the largest deal 
supported by K-SURE in 

the telecom sector glo-
bally,” it said, adding that: 
“This transaction marks 
the fourth K-SURE cov-
ered facility for Reliance 
group in last 5 years and 
the second K-SURE cov-
ered facility for RJIL in the 
last 3 years.”

The facility was ar-
ranged by Australia and 
New Zealand Banking 
Group Limited and The 
Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation Lim-
ited, the statement said.

In addition, it saw 
participation from BNP 
Paribas; Commerzbank 
AG; Citibank N.A.; ING 
Bank; JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.; Mizuho Bank, 
Ltd.; MUFG Bank, Ltd. and 
Banco Santander, S.A.

Mumbai, June 25 (IANS): 
Weak global cues pulled 
the key Indian equity in-
dices lower on Monday, 
with the benchmark BSE 
Sensex falling over 200 
points.

Heavy selling pressure 
was witnessed in the auto, 
banking and capital goods 
stocks. Globally, stock mar-
kets slumped due to the 
escalating trade war con-
cerns.

In the domestic mar-
ket, the wider Nifty50 of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) closed at 10,762.45 
points, down 59.40 points 
or 0.55 per cent from the 
previous close of 10,821.85 
points.

Similarly, the barom-
eter 30-scrip Sensex of the 
BSE, which had opened at 
35,783.75 points, closed at 
35,470.35 points -- down 
219.25 points or 0.61 per 
cent -- from its previous 
session’s close of 35,689.60 
p o i n t s .  T h e  S e n s e x 
touched an intra-day high 
of 35,806.97 and a low of 
35,430.11 points. 

In the broader mar-
kets, the S&P BSE mid-cap 
declined by 0.80 per cent 
and the S&P BSE small-cap 
ended 0.89 per cent lower 
from its previous close. The 
BSE market breadth was 
bearish with 1,775 declines 
and 819 advances so far.

“Markets corrected on 
Monday after witnessing a 
rally last Friday. The weak-
ness came on the back of 
weak global cues as trade 

tensions continued be-
tween US and China,” said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of 
Retail Research at HDFC 
Securities.

Abhijeet Dey, Senior 
Fund Manager for Equi-
ties at BNP Paribas Mutual 
Fund, said: “Sentiment 
across Asia was nega-
tive after the US Treasury 
department announced 
its decision to scrutinise 
Chinese investments in 
sensitive US industries 
concerned with economic 
and national security.”

Major Asian markets 
closed on a negative note 
and the European indi-
ces like FTSE 100, CAC 40 
and DAX traded in the red, 
Jasani said.

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee weak-
ened by 29 paise against 
the US dollar to 68.13, from 
its previous close of 67.84 
per greenback.

In v e s t m e n t - w i s e, 
provisional data with ex-
changes showed that for-
eign institutional investors 
purchased scrip worth Rs 
198.68 crore while the do-
mestic institutional inves-
tors sold stocks worth INR 
86.22 crore. Sector-wise, 
the S&P BSE IT index and 
the Teck (technology, me-
dia and entertainment) 
index were the gainers on 
Monday, ending higher by 
115.29 points and 40.56 
points respectively.

On the other hand, S&P 
BSE auto index slumped 
by 371.94 points, the bank-
ing index was down 279.83 
points and the capital 
goods index ended 233.08 
points lower from its previ-
ous close.

Stock-wise, the ma-
jor gainers on the Sensex 
were Infosys, up 2.07 per 
cent at INR 1,272.30; Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, up 0.70 

per cent at INR 1,329.45; 
Vedanta, up 0.70 per cent 
at INR 230.25; IndusInd 
Bank, up 0.65 per cent at 
INR 1,967.10; and HDFC 
Bank, up 0.58 per cent at 
INR 2,093.95 per share.

The top losers were 
Tata Motors (DVR), down 
7.08 per cent at INR 168.75; 
Tata Motors, down 5.94 per 
cent at INR 289.85; ICICI 
Bank, down 3.79 per cent 
at INR 289.45, Coal India, 
down 2.28 per cent at INR 

259.05; and Larsen and 
Toubro, down 2.05 per cent 
at INR 1,269 per share.
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Best of Both Worlds
The demand for a separate State bifurcating 

Tripura is new. The tribal populace living in the 
State has every right to raise the demand. But 

when an ally of ruling coalition raises the demand, 
it raises many questions. The most important ques-
tion is if Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
is so determined to have a separate homeland for the 
tribal people residing in the State, why is the party 
continuing in the ruling coalition, as the major part-
ner Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has already made it 
clear that it is not in favour of bifurcation of the State. 
Moreover, Tripura has a mixed population. So any-
one becoming a minister in the State is duty bound to 
think about the welfare of the entire State and its peo-
ple. If IPFT is so committed to its demand how can the 
party ensure free and fair administration, especially in 
the departments where its leaders are the ministers. 
Surely, it is unethical for IPFT to have the best of both 
the worlds.

For the benefit of IPFT leaders a page from the 
History should be reproduced here. In 2004 general 
elections, Telengana Rashtriya Samiti (TRS) entered 
in to a pre-poll alliance with Congress, when the later 
promised to consider the demand of a separate State 
favourably. With this assurance, TRS chief K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao even became a minister in the Manmo-
han Singh cabinet. But after couple of years, when Mr. 
Rao found that the Central Government was not that 
favourable towards the demand, he resigned from 
the cabinet and started the movement once again. 
But in the case of Tripura, when BJP and IPFT joined 
hands, it was made clear by the former that under no 
circumstances would the demand for a separate State 
be entertained. After BJP made its stand clear on this 
very issue, IPFT has every right not to have an elec-
toral pact with the saffron party. But as it was keen to 
grab power in the State; IPFT went ahead with elec-
toral tie-up and readily agreed to share power after the 
alliance’s historic win. So making separate State as its 
main plank after the elections is not only a betrayal to 
its ally, but also to the people of the State.

Instead of raising the demand for a separate State, 
IPFT should make efforts to further strengthen the 
existing Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous Council 
(TTADC). The council was formed to expedite devel-
opment in tribal dominated areas of the State. The 
said council governs almost two-third of the State’s 
geographical area and a population of over 12, 16, 000 
people. If TTADC performs its task well, the condition 
of tribal populace living in Tripura will certainly be im-
proved. It is a fact that in most states of the country 
such councils have failed to deliver the goods because 
of respective State Government’s interferences and 
apathy. But the case of TTADC is different. Now IPFT is 
in power in the State. Being a part of the state admin-
istration it is in an advantageous position to influence 
the decisions of government as well as release of suf-
ficient funds for the development of tribal people. So, 
instead of indulging in rhetoric, if IPFT remains sin-
cere for the welfare of its people, it can easily do that. 
Thus the argument that welfare of the tribal people 
can be ensured only after the creation of a separate 
State holds no ground.

My chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, 
went forth, and followed Thee. Charles Wesley

When I was a boy in the village, something about 
chickens fascinated me. Whenever I caught one, 
I held it down for a few moments and then gently 

released it. Thinking I was still holding it, the chicken 
remained down; even though it was free to dash away, it 
felt trapped.

When we put our faith in Jesus, He graciously delivers 
us from sin and the hold that Satan had on us. However, 
because it may take time to change our sinful habits and 
behavior, Satan can make us feel trapped. But God’s 
Spirit has set us free; He doesn’t enslave us. Paul told the 
Romans, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free 
from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:1–2).

Through our Bible reading, prayer, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit, God works in us to cleanse us and to help 
us live for Him. The Bible encourages us to be confident in 
our walk with Jesus without feeling as if we are not set free.

Jesus said, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed” (John 8:36). May the freedom we have in Christ 
spur us on to love Him and serve Him.

Low Enrolment and Poor Performance of School Education, Nagaland

Naga Nationalism and Naga Integration: An Observation

T
he recent review meeting convened to intro-
spect and remedy the unending prevailing 
ailments under school education with varied 
stakeholders is a welcoming initiative in the 
right direction.It is an opportune time to walk 

the talk for furthering the scope to reap the dividends.The 
concerned department instead of passing the bucks must 
implement the envisioned plans and aspirations to right 
the wrong within the system fairly and squarely.The take-
aways conceived(Advisor School Education & Principal 
Secretary,DoSE) are reviewing of Communitization Act, 
introduction of bio-metric attendance, deployment of 
Headmasters and Assistant Headmasters, subject teach-
ers of Math and Science to deficient schools, direct online 
redressal of complaints to concerned department and 
award for best performing government school etc.are in-
deed praiseworthy.

     It is said that education is the inoculation to dis-
ruption. If there are problems in the existing system, 
there are also solutions to it. Before it’s too late to no point 
of return, Pandora’s box of school education need to be 
closed for bettering the prestige and reputation of human 
resource development in an effective ways.Some of the 
reasons, causes and justifications on declining enrolment 
and poor performance of government schools which are 
being assimilated and exchanged are in reality the two 
sides of the same coin:

1) Weak administration and lack of work ethics lead-
ing to indiscipline code of conduct, absenteeism of 
teachers,culture of indulging proxy teachers and ir-
regular classes.

2) Lack of efficient feeding schools for secondary 
schools to produce good results.

3) Impact of SMCs and SMDCs with unseen and un-
known memorandum of understanding to act at 
ones whims and fancies giving room for parrallel 
head of institutions. There is absolute absence of 
checks and balances within the raging system.

4) Devoid of sincere and committed teachers coupled 
with loss of parents trust upon teachers to enrol 
ones children and stereotype belief of society that 
government schools fare poorly in academic per-
formance. As a result, there are dearth of hard work-
ing students and less competitive attitude amongst 
students.

5) Poor infrastructure development and lack of co-
curricular activities failing to pull parents attention 
to government schools.

6) Every stakeholders especially leaders of villages, 
towns, teachers of government schools, economi-
cally sound citizens etc. not sending their children 
to government schools.

7) Prolong use of sub-standard and outdated text-
books at  government schools without much upda-
tion.

8) Getting professional trainings and courses for 
the sake of acquiring certificate to stay in service 
emerging as partially incompetent trained teachers 

though the trends are fluctuating with the change 
of time.

9) Some government schemes such as MGNREGS etc 
which has been catering the livelihoods of villagers 
enabling poor parents even to send their children 
to private schools.Thus,meagre percentage of en-
rolment in government schools.

10) Indifferent and apathetic attitude of society to-
wards government schools owing to most of the 
provisions being provided free of costs.Govern-
ment schools are being viewed under the notion 
as the only avenue for earning salaries and last re-
sort of obtaining jobs disregarding whether school 
functions or not.

11)  In spite of having the most qualified teachers in 
government schools, there are huge disparity in 
matters of nurturing touch of students compelling 
parents to opt for private schools.

12) Lack of subject teachers resulting incomplete syl-
labus and faulty replacement of teachers hamper-
ing teaching learning process and performance of 
students.

13) Most parent of students being illiterate are rendered 
helpless to assist, guide and motivate their children.

14) Irregular yearly supply of provisions such as text-
books, uniforms etc to schools.

15) Early closure of schools without adhering to norms 
of working days and hours.Moreover, teachers be-
ing assigned to electoral works and census duties.

16) Less community participation, support and contri-
bution to government schools.

To keep in  mind that ‘ideation without execution is 
illusion’, it is imperative and desired to incorporate the 
rights of genuine teachers of school education for en-
hancing welfare of teaching fraternity.At the same time 
to revitalize the school education sysytem for imparting 
available and equitable quality education to prepare all 
students to thrive in a competitive and globalised world 
with knowledge,skills and character during its formative, 
emerging and evolving years of schooling. It is anticipated 
that the competent officials  at the helm of affairs and the  
efficient concerned department spare more emphasis on 
the following general views and suggestions with actions:

1) To do away Communitization Act(school educa-
tion) for we can no longer be complacent and rely 
on past legacy of glory.The need of the time is ap-
pointing able Headmasters and Assistant Head-
masters in all GMS and Assistant Headmasters 
in every GPS delegating full responsibility for the 
overall administration and management.It is ironic 
that uneducated persons have been dominating 
the spring pool of learning without reaping much 
fruits.

2) To conduct an’ Open Competitive Exam’ under 
the purview of NPSC or competent board to re-
cruit DEOs,ADEOs,SDEOs,Headmasters, Assistant 
Headmasters, Junion Education Officers(JEOs), 
Area Education Officers (AEOs)and teachers for 

harnessing one of the best minds in the teaching 
profession.In this way, performance of schools 
can  be improved with transformative changes and 
promotional aspects of teachers can be addressed 
without much stagnation. If not,some teachers will 
carry the tag “teach as primary teachers and die as 
primary teachers” and “ teach in the village and die 
in the village”.

3) Notion on culture of proxy teachers that they have 
been able to aid and ease problems of educated 
unemployed youth and that they are  better than 
genuine teachers must be erased.

4) To bifurcate or trifucate the school education sys-
tem for better coordination, efficiency of admin-
istration, clear cut seniority lists and promotional 
aspects. For instance, conversion of ‘Graduate 
Primary Teachers into Graduate Teachers’, Post 
Graduate of Graduate Teachers into Post Graduate 
Teachers, scope of promotion for Primary Teachers 
with terms and conditions without depriving and 
categorizing any teachers.

5) Regular and timely payment of salaries, benefits 
and entitlement to all deserving genuine govern-
ment teachers irrespective of teachers’ associa-
tions.

6)  Schools that are producing nil results for three con-
secutive years be downgraded as being in practice 
and derecognition of schools without fulfilling the 
criterion be it at villages or towns.

7) Internal and external infrastructural enhancements 
and provisions to all schools.

8) Balance deployment of all required subject teach-
ers to every schools regardless of rural and urban 
areas.

9) To declare better performing schools as “Model 
Schools” that have been making use of latest teach-
ing methods with incentives and awards.To have 
high schools and  higher secondaries(with varied 
courses) at each village or ward, ranges/groups, 
blocks etc base on population and enrolment wise.

10) Career guidance and counselling services can be 
a vital source of help and support of initiated from 
middle schools and above.

To sum up, it is crystal clear that the Government of 
Nagaland and the department of school education have 
been fully responsible for creation of jobs and schools, 
upgradation and appointment of teachers to various 
schools.By virtue and obligation, they are also equally ca-
pable enough to  make things happen for good involving 
every stakeholders through proper research, deliberation, 
discussion and debate wyithout resorting to blame game.

(Expressed opinions are generalized compilation nei-
ther to undermine nor intended upon any specific per-
sons or institutions)

 A..P.Francis Magh
Tesophenyu village 

fmagh0434@gmail.com 
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Set Free

BIBLE READ:   ROMANS 8:1–2, 15–17

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Therefore, there is now no condemnation  

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
~ Romans 8:1

N
ationalism is one of the most 
misunderstood terms. Per-
haps, it is no wonder that the 
terms “Nation” and “Nation-
alism” are rampantly used 

and abused by scholars, politicians, jour-
nalists, armed groups, government, and 
the mass multitude in general. The pur-
pose of this article, however, is not to recti-
fying the follies of such abuses. Rather, I’d 
want to highlight two indelible nuances 
that are especially relevant to the context 
of Naga Framework Agreement or Naga 
‘Solution.’ It is essential to understand 
these nuances because without grasping 
such subtleties, one can only have an in-
complete understanding of the political 
significance of nationalism. Most impor-
tantly, it will enable readers to better un-
derstand the realities of what we, ‘Nagas’ 
constituting in Nagaland, Manipur, As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh and Myanmar, 
are demanding and expecting out of deals 
made with the Union Government of In-
dia. This is done primarily to clarify and 
differentiate between what is possible and 
what is not, which the prevailing narra-
tives seem to, advertently or inadvertently, 
overlook.

The first is that ‘nation’ and ‘nation-
alism’ are human inventions and con-
structions. They can be either invented or 
constructed. They are not something that 
already exists prior to human existence. 
Certainly, people do invoke religion, as 
well as customs and traditions since ‘time 
immemorial,’ etc., to justify the existence 
of a ‘unique nation’ with ‘unique history’ 
along with its ‘uniqueness.’ Yet, this does 
not change the fact that concepts such as 
nation and nationalism are inventions/
constructions—see the case of Scotland, 
Hungary, Wales, Switzerland, German, Ni-
geria, and even India. If one is honest, one 
must admit that Naga ‘nation’ is itself an 
invention, since nowhere in the recorded 
Naga tribal history indicate that ‘tribes’ 
shared one identity and/or were unified 
under that specified distinctiveness. To 
invoke (as is habitually done by Naga poli-
ticians, Naga Nationalist armed groups, 
tribal apex bodies, and by a majority of 
Nagas in general) religion, customs and 
traditions since ‘time immemorial,’ etc., is 
to be insincere and disingenuous to one’s 
own history and identity. Even the term 
‘Naga’ (and its various derivatives) is for-
eign, a derogatory term intended to gener-
alize and stereotype the tribal people (i.e. 
‘Nagas’) habiting in the hills, between the 
valleys of Assam and Myanmar.

Thus, because ‘nations’ are inventions, 
one must also question the genuineness 
of those—such as a majority of Naga poli-
ticians, Naga nationalist armed groups, 
Naga activists, NGOs—who appeal to reli-
gion, traditions, customs, etc. as justifying 
factors for Naga nation and nationalism. 
No doubt, the inventions of traditions and 
customs for the purposes of nationalism 

are not new phenomena. Such inventions 
have served well for Hungary, Scotland, 
Germany, and so on. But, for some reason, 
we have managed to make a mess out of 
it. Instead of uniting, we have managed to 
invent a nation that is riddled with divi-
sions; and instead of inventing a unified 
and all-encompassing identity, we have 
tribes where our first and foremost loyalty 
go toward our own tribes. It is, therefore, 
not surprising that the issue of ‘sovereign 
nation-state’ (which is the fundamen-
tal basis of Naga Nationalism) has been 
sidelined, i.e. a subtle way of saying it has 
been ‘given up,’ as one of the essential pre-
conditions for the ongoing Framework 
Agreement. No doubt, those involved in 
the talks will be vague and duplicitous in 
their statements about ‘sovereign nation-
state’ and would assert in public that the 
said matter is on the table. To openly de-
clare that the issue of ‘sovereign nation-
state’ has been ceded would mean the 
extinction of the copious Naga Nationalist 
armed groups whose existence is built on 
their demand for ‘Sovereign Naga Nation-
state.’ So, why would they even bother to 
publically admit such inconvenient facts?

The second, which is an extension of 
the first, relates to the issue of ‘Naga inte-
gration;’ that is, integrating all the Naga 
inhabited areas (Nagaland, Manipur, As-
sam, Arunachal, and Myanmar). With this 
regard, it is essential for us to admit that 
the creation of states from the then Assam 
state was a huge setback for Naga nation-
alism. What it did was to basically create 
artificial boundaries, thereby construct-
ing new identities such as Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Assam, Arunachal. These identities 
are intrinsically based on the Principle 
of Inclusion and Exclusion, the princi-
ple of division, and on the perception of 
‘us’/‘them.’ Hence, the ‘Naga,’ as a reality 
and identity, was robbed of its substance, 
its quality. Without such substance (that 
is, with the division of Naga population 
disbursed across several territories), the 
impetus and energy of Naga nationalism 
were subdued. This practically assured 
that Naga nationalist movement and its 
demand for an independent and sover-
eign nation-state, encompassing all the 
Naga inhabitant territories, will not come 
to pass. And it still has not.

The creation of states and its arbitrary 
boundaries constructed a new psyche, 
framed on the basis of inclusion and ex-
clusion in which people in each respec-
tive state perceive and identify them-
selves as citizens of Nagaland, Manipur, 
Assam, Arunachal, or Myanmar (and not 
as Nagas). Regardless of what we claimed 
before the bifurcation, the division estab-
lished new identities. This fact needs to be 
grasped. What these divisions did was to 
create not just physical and geographical 
barriers, but also emotional and spiritual 
“distance.” Perhaps this is what is most 
damaging to the idea of Naga nation-state 

and Naga integration. The spiritual (not to 
be confused with religion) and emotional 
“nearness” (as opposed to “distance”), is 
an essential element of the fruition of na-
tionalism. Without emotional and spiritu-
al connectedness and closeness, the bond 
of fellowship and brotherhood required 
for the sustenance and culmination of any 
nationalist movement is not conceivable. 
And without a sense of brotherhood and 
fellowship, no nationalist movement can 
succeed.

Such sense of separation, not just 
physical but also, most importantly, ab-
sence of emotional and spiritual near-
ness, created a sense of “otherness” and 
“distance” which was absorbed at the 
Subconscious level. The perception of 
distance and otherness is the manifesta-
tion of inclusion and exclusion, us/them, 
indigenous Naga/non-indigenous Naga, 
nationals/aliens. Once the notion of in-
clusion and exclusion, otherness, and dis-
tance is immersed into our subconscious, 
they become part and parcel of us as in-
dividuals and people. In other words, they 
become part of our nature. This is impor-
tant to assert because our subconscious 
influences our “real” feelings and actions. 
Our actions and feelings, in turn, are the 
manifestation of our nature. Such is sub-
stantiated by the fact that we now hear of 
‘Nagas of Nagaland,’ ‘Nagas of Manipur,’ 
‘Nagas of Arunachal,’ ‘Nagas of Assam,’ 
and ‘Nagas of Myanmar.’ What this means 
is that at sub-conscious level, for instance, 
the majority of ‘Nagas from Nagaland’ 
do not/will not identify or perceive ‘Na-
gas of Manipur, Arunachal, Assam, and 
Myanmar’ as Nagas; otherwise, what’s 
the point behind such categorizations or 
tones of ‘Naga-ness.’ In other words, sub-
consciously, the separation has created 
shades of ‘Naga-ness,’ which is possible 
precisely due to the perceptions of inclu-
sion and exclusion. This is validated by the 
fact that we still dispute over ‘Indigenous’ 
issues with regard to government quotas.

These characteristical facets, accord-
ing to my observation, signify a profound 
change in the consciousness of the ‘Na-
gas.’ The abstract, arbitrary boundaries 
instituted a spiritual and emotional dis-
tance among Nagas scattered across five 
territories. And in this sense, the histories 
and memories of the common roots of the 
creation of the ‘Naga’ myth and nation is 
forgotten. And as the boundaries solidify, 
it brings about a collective amnesia or For-
getfulness to the Naga identity and nation. 
Time hardens these distances and distinc-
tions. With time, younger generations nei-
ther feel any sense of affinity nor share a 
sense of fellowship and brotherhood with 
its people scattered across the northeast 
and Myanmar. The younger generations 
are further emotionally and spiritually 
removed from the lived historical experi-
ences of those, who shared a mutual sense 
of emotional and spiritual fellowship and 

brotherhood, that remained resolute in 
the idea of a Naga Nation.

Moreover, with the division of Naga 
population, vested material interests 
began to emerge especially within the 
ranks of those who were to administer the 
newly created states (by joining the state 
apparatus as politicians, bureaucrats, 
NGOs, activists) and those who allegedly 
claimed to be the legitimate representa-
tives of the people (the Naga Nationalist 
Armed Groups). These vested interests 
have a stake in their own respective states. 
To integrate all the Naga inhabitant areas 
would mean sharing political and socio-
economic power and resources, which no 
tribe presently dominating in their respec-
tive states want. This is precisely because 
those who currently benefit from the frag-
mentation of the Naga population want 
power, in order to secure the future enjoy-
ment of what they presently have. Noting 
the fact that in any tribal societies, large 
tribes always dominate the social-eco-
nomic and political processes, does any-
one honestly believe that the large tribes 
in Nagaland would want to give up their 
supremacy for the sake of ‘Naga Integra-
tion and Nation’? Or does anyone sincere-
ly believe that Nagas settled in the Imphal 
valley or elsewhere will enthusiastically 
cede their properties for the sake of Naga 
Integration? The answer is quite obvious.

We must also take note of the fact that 
when we talk of ‘Naga Integration,’ we’re 
naively assuming that the neighbouring 
states will enthusiastically relinquish part 
of their territories for the sake of Naga 
Integration. Holding such erroneous as-
sumptions show how out of depth we are 
regarding the intricacies of the politics of 
Nationalism. Such is the unpleasant truth.

All these, in my observation, are the 
consequence of the division of Naga pop-
ulation that has more or less brought an 
end to the idea of Naga nation-state and 
Naga integration. Because inherent in the 
concept of boundaries is the Principle 
of Inclusion and Exclusion (‘us’/‘them’). 
And for these reasons, the idea of sover-
eign Naga nation is given up (this is the 
fact, whether one agrees with it or not) 
and the present talks on Naga integration 
will most probably come to not as well. I 
can’t help but be reminded of a poem by 
Rudyard Kipling that, for me, succinctly 
summarizes the present Naga conun-
drum: “East is East, and West is West, and 
never the twain shall meet.” Likewise, the 
borders that divide the ‘Nagas’ never shall 
be integrated. I’d qualify my analysis on 
the issue raised here with the hopes that 
I may be proven wrong, for this is not the 
sort that one wish to be right about. But 
then again, an honest observation about 
the present conditions leads me think 
otherwise.

Dr. Salikyu Sangtam, 
St. Joseph University
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People wade through flooded streets in Srinagar, Kashmir, 2014. Credit: Reuters
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T
he World Bank recently released 
an important report on climate 
change-induced migration, titled 
‘Groundswell: Preparing for Inter-
nal Climate Migration’. It covers 

three major regions of the world comprising 
Sub Saharan Africa (SSA), South Asia (SA) 
and Latin America (LA), and projects that by 
2050 climate change could potentially cause 
143 million additional people to migrate in-
ternally. The estimates for individual regions 
include 86 million, 40 million and 17 million 
for SSA, SA and LA, respectively.

There is a silver lining, however. These 
numbers represent a ‘pessimistic scenario’ 
and hold in case no action is taken. Under the 
other two alternative scenarios that include 
adopting ‘more inclusive development’ and 
‘more climate-friendly’ policies, the mini-
mum forecasted numbers drop to 65 million 
and 31 million people, respectively. That said, 
under all three scenarios, the number of peo-
ple propelled to move due to climate change 
will only increase by 2050. People will move 
from ‘vulnerable’ to ‘viable’ areas.

The report claims its uniqueness in that 
it is “the first of its kind to introduce slow-
onset climate impacts into a model of future 
population distribution.” But I suggest it is 
also novel because the report seems to adopt, 
more implicitly than explicitly, a people-cen-
tred livelihood perspective. By highlighting 
how droughts, crop failures, rising sea levels 
affect people lives and livelihoods, vulner-
ability to climate change is viewed as situated 
within the broader set of livelihood circum-
stances of people.

So what is different about these migration 

losing privacy to go to toilet and thus reducing 
food consumption to one meal a day to mini-
mise toileting to once a day; children facing 
frequent disruptions in education as schools 
remain closed; and Schedule Caste families 
occupying low-lying and unprotected sides 
of the embankment, exposing them to flood 
vulnerabilities anyway.

We need to respond to this climate crisis 
through a pragmatic mix of climate action 
and more inclusive development policies. In-
dia’s commitment to the Paris Agreement and 
leadership in the Global Solar Alliance show 
promising signs on climate action. But we 
need to do more. On the inclusive develop-
ment front, our response should consider the 
different vulnerabilities of those who move as 
well as the ones who stay, in both rural and 
urban areas.

In rural areas, this would involve support-
ing the livelihoods of people and strength-
ening social support systems, particularly 
for women, children and Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe populations. We al-
ready have an extensive net of social security 
measures, including the PDS, NREGA and 
the ICDS, which cater to different population 
segments. While they suffer from problems of 
maladministration and pilferage, if strength-
ened, they can provide important means for 
the rural poor to cope with climate shocks.

At the urban end, this does not mean 
stopping mobility. Migration can be a suc-
cessful adaptation strategy and also help ru-
ral populations improve their life chances in 
the long run. Public policy response requires 
creating more inclusive and resilient cities 
that provide poor migrants and their families 
with decent and dignified jobs, affordable 
housing, access to health and education, and 
improved water and sanitation facilities to 
help them deal with climate shocks and im-
prove their lot. There are larger benefits from 
these actions. Higher urbanisation, if prop-
erly managed, can generate greater economic 
prosperity, create more plural urban spaces 
and communities, and lead to wider diffusion 
of progressive ideas and action on gender and 
caste-based inequalities.

Climate action and inclusive develop-
ment policies at the rural and urban ends 
can not only mitigate the worst effects of the 
groundswell but also provide an opportunity 
to create more economically and culturally 
prosperous and resilient society.

Chetan Choithani is a postdoctoral 
research associate at the Urban Studies Insti-

tute, Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, 
Georgia State University.

numbers? After all, people across the world 
migrate for better incomes, education and 
healthcare. That is indeed true. But what dis-
tinguishes this migration is the fact much of it 
will be distress-driven and involuntary in na-
ture. Put simply, it is migration as a last resort, 
when all other option fail. It is when staying 
put involves hunger, disease, disability and 
even death. While migration decisions are 
complex and it is not always easy to pinpoint 
climate change as a sole stressor, it is certainly 
a factor that aggravates vulnerability.

The tragic irony is climate change will dis-
place those from their habitats who are least 
responsible for this planetary crisis. It is the 
rural poor with already limited means whose 
lives and livelihoods will be hardest hit. Social 
and gender relations can confer more disad-
vantage to women and children in particular, 
as often is the case in crises.

Where does India figure in all this? The 
World Bank report presents a global picture 
and does not provide a detailed country-level 
analysis as such, except for case studies of 
three countries of Bangladesh, Ethiopia and 

Mexico. But overall, there is ‘strong evidence’ 
that increased rainfall unpredictability and 
warming temperatures will make seasonal 
and long-term migration necessary for live-
lihood sustainability in many countries, in-
cluding India.

The need to prepare for climate migration 
is perhaps more significant for India than any 
other country for two important reasons.

First, the sheer size of the country and lev-
els of poverty provide a compelling enough 
reason. India has 270 million people who live 
below the poverty line of $1.90/day. A large 
majority of the country’s poor people live in 
rural areas who are most prone to climate-
driven shocks due to their low adaptive ca-
pacity. Second, the significance of internal 
migration as a livelihood strategy is already 
on the rise. Per one 2009 estimate, nearly 100 
million people in the country remain on the 
move for their livelihoods in any given year – 
a number endorsed by the Economic Survey 
2016-17. Rising rural distress and urban-cen-
tric nature of economic growth means migra-
tion is increasingly from rural to urban areas. 

Climate change will further push more people 
to move to cities.

Of course, this is a broad generalisation 
based on prevailing rural-urban inequalities 
in India and should be taken as such. Not all 
rural areas will be ‘outmigration hotspots’, nor 
will all cities turn into ‘in-migration hotspots’. 
The Chennai floods of 2015, which severely 
disrupted lives and livelihoods, remind us 
that cities remain vulnerable, too. Moreover, 
the unplanned and unbridled expansion of 
Indian cities makes them more susceptible to 
climate change’s effects. But the significance 
of rural-urban migration will rise in future as 
agriculture-dependent livelihoods come un-
der increasing climatic stress, and urban (and 
peri-urban) areas will continue to support the 
growing number of people.

Not everyone will be able to move out, 
however. Women, children and people from 
disadvantaged caste groups may be left in 
strained environments that exacerbate their 
vulnerability. A 2014 study in Muzaffarpur, Bi-
har, for example, showed that embankments 
built to deal with floods resulted into women 

W
ith todays fast-paced life, 
following a healthy lifestyle 
is a difficult task. However, 
adopting healthy lifestyle 
habits are essential to 

achieve wellness. From preventive care to 
managing lifestyle issues, wellness repre-
sents a natural and holistic experience that 
people can adopt in every aspect of their 
lives.

Wellness is about living a complete, 
healthy life and making smart choices that 
can fit into one’s daily routine. It is not just 
the occasional resolution to stay healthy 
which will help achieve overall well-being, 
but little things done consistently that will 
go a long way in establishing wellness as a 
way of life. 

Dr. Shruthi Hegde, Ayurveda Expert 
at The Himalaya Drug Company, recom-
mends the following 7 simple habits one 
can adopt to make healthy living a way of 
life. Aim to adopt one of these habits every 
day for a happier, healthier you by the end 
of the week. 

*  Do a physical activity for 45 mins: 
Commit to spending a minimum of 
45 minutes every day exercising. You 
don’t need to follow the same routine; 
just ensure that you work out every 
single day. Simple forms of exercise 
go a long way in preventive care. 
They help reduce the risk of cardio-
vascular diseases and osteoporosis, 
alleviate depression and anxiety, and 
even boost mental alertness and con-

fidence.

*  Write down something you are grate-
ful for: While all of us face problems 
in our daily lives, we also have a lot to 
be thankful for that gets lost amid all 
our troubles. Reflecting on the posi-
tive things in your life everyday will 
help you take on the troubles bet-
ter, motivating you to keep pushing 
ahead while spreading the joy of posi-
tivity to those around you.

*  Drink 3 liters of water: Water is the 
fuel your body runs on. It is neces-
sary to keep your body functioning 
well. Drinking enough water can help 
you with detoxification, digestion, 
better skin and hair, helping you feel 
balanced and ready to face the day’s 
challenges. Let three liters be your ab-
solute minimum intake of water, but 
aim for more depending on your life-
style conditions.

*  Commit to breaking a bad habit: All 
of us have some habits we are not 
proud of, and have been meaning to 
break for some time. While that nega-
tive habit itself impacts your wellness, 
not being able to break it also takes a 
toll on your mind. Take a small step 
every day towards getting rid of it, 
whether it is overusing your phone, 
snacking on junk food, or anything 
else you’ve been planning to stop, 
and see your body and mind become 

healthier. 

*  Take 15 minutes out to reflect on 
your day: In our busy lives, it is often 
easy to get caught up in day-to-day 
activities such that we do not allot any 
time for reflection. Taking a moment 
to stop and reflect on the day will help 
you take on the challenges of the day 
better. Just 15 minutes of quiet reflec-
tion, whether through meditation 
or even just looking out the window 
and taking a moment for yourself will 
help you take a step towards achiev-
ing mental wellness and relaxation.

*  Sleep for 7-8 hours: The function of 
sleep is to not only relax the body, but 
also rest and restore the mind. Com-
mit to sleeping a minimum of seven 
hours a day while aiming for eight, 
and you will feel yourself getting 
healthier and happier in a short span 
of time. This will help you achieve 
both mental and physical wellness, 
and your mind and body will be more 
at ease. 

*  Include a herb in your daily diet: 
Consuming herbs is a great way to 
practice long-term wellness and pre-
pare your body for the challenges of 
life. For example, as per Ayurveda 
texts and modern research, Guduchi 
can significantly help in preventive 
care, as it is a great promoter of im-
munity, aids in fighting against in-

fections, and helps you stay fit and 
healthy. Depending on your need, 
you can find an herb to help you 
achieve your goals, whether Tulasi for 
respiratory wellness or Brahmi to im-
prove cognitive abilities or boost your 
memory. 

*  Take a big step towards achieving 
wellness in your life by adopting 
some of these simple methods, just 
one a day, for a entire week of well-
ness.

Source: IANS

Dear Sir, 

we the aggrieved District & Block contrac-
tual employees of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan un-
der Department of School Education would 
sincerely like to share our grievances seek-
ing assistance for legal advice through the 
Press Media in regard to our salary not paid 
by the concern authority for the last fourteen 
months (w.e.f April 2017 to May 2018) though 
we have relentlessly rendered our service 
with full dedication and hardwork. 

We have in this regard already written 
to the concern Mission Director & concern 
Principal secretary to the Govt. of Nagaland 
and also through press media, sharing the 
forced hardship and untold grievances faced 
by the contractual employees for the last 14 
months.    

Therefore, owing to our present sympa-
thetic state of nature, we would like to know 
the legalities under  “The Payment of Wages 
Act, 1936” , other Act provisions under the 
Constitution of India especially for the Con-
tract Employees and also the possible inter-
vention by the Labour Department/Com-
mission of Nagaland.  

labcomm-ngl@nic.in

How Will India Respond to Internal Climate Migration?

7 daily habits you can adopt to make wellness a way of lifeOpen Letter to the 
Labour Commissioner 
Nagaland

The need to 
prepare for 
climate migration 
is perhaps more 
significant for India 
than any other 
country for two 
important reasons

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Too many projects to 
complete might have you feeling just a little bit 
pressured, Aries. However, your innate determi-
nation is likely to drive you on to try to get it all 

done even if it seems impossible. Don’t try to do it all your-
self. Don’t be afraid to ask for a little help. This might accom-
plish your ends without putting undue burdens on yourself.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’ve been do-
ing well, Taurus, but today you might be feeling 
more focused than ever. The path ahead seems 
clear and well defined. You’re looking forward to 
the future with motivation and anticipation. You 

might be considering a long trip abroad or perhaps going 
back to school for an advanced degree. Today is a good day 
to start doing some research and finalizing your plans. Go 
to it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): The astral energy indi-
cates positive financial news. A settlement, grant, 
or bonus of some kind that you’ve anticipated for 
a long time may finally manifest. You might want 

to celebrate, Gemini. A chance to attend a large gathering 
might come your way. Have fun. Tonight, don’t be surprised 
if you have vivid dreams - some great, some sad. Keep paper 
and pen handy so you can write them down.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you’ll put a 
lot of energy into business, personal, or roman-
tic partnerships. They’re likely to be especially 
beneficial now, Cancer. So even if you prefer to 

work alone, this is the time to explore the possibility of join-
ing with those who share your ambitions. Romantic partner-
ships formed or advanced today are likely to prove stable 
and enduring. Don’t let fear stand in your way. Move ahead.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Too much work and the 
resulting pressure over the past few days could 
have you feeling too tired to do anything more, 
Leo, although your optimism and enthusiasm are 
still intact. Don’t be too hard on yourself if you’re 

dragging a little toward the end of the day. You’ll be able 
to recharge your batteries before tomorrow. In the evening, 
relax at home with a good book.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Romance blossoms for 
you tonight, Virgo, perhaps after a long period of 
standing still. A new sense of stability and security 
may settle on love relationships and close friend-

ships. Children could also be a source of warmth and plea-
sure. You might want to channel some of this positive en-
ergy into creative activity of some kind, which will increase 
your sense of contentment and well-being.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Tonight you might host 
a social event in your home, perhaps for business 
associates. You could be nervous at first, Libra, 
wondering if all will go as well as you hope, but 

your efforts should produce the results you want. You might 
be introduced to new contacts, leading to increased opportuni-
ties. Take a walk after everyone has gone. Your mind will be 
churning and you’ll want to clear your head.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Paperwork, perhaps 
contracts or other legal documents of some kind, 
might need attention so you can move ahead with 
some of your projects. These projects could in-
volve writing or speaking. Your mind is in just the 

right space to participate in anything involving communica-
tion, Scorpio, and doors of opportunity may open up for you 
in this field. Gird your loins and get to it. You’ll be glad you did.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The financial 
picture continues to improve, Sagittarius. At some 
point during the day, you might have the feeling that 
you aren’t working hard enough to keep the forward 

motion going, and you might feel panic rise. This could prove 
a good motivating factor, but you don’t need to push yourself 
harder than you’re going now. You’re on a roll and it’s likely to 
continue. Just pace yourself.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Even though 
all continues to go well for you, Capricorn, your 
mood may go up and down today. In spite of 
all the great things in your life, you might find 

yourself feeling a little blue sometime during the day. Don’t 
read too much into it. It’s probably just the result of low bio-
rhythms. Try to distract yourself with work. This evening get 
out with some friends and have a good time

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Trying to get too 
much work done in the course of one day might 
prove self-defeating today, Aquarius. Your energy 
isn’t what it usually is, and you’re probably operat-

ing on nervous energy. Consider the situation and list your 
tasks in order of urgency. The world won’t come to an end if 
you don’t get them all done today. In the evening, rent a pile of 
videos, order a pizza, and relax.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A depressed friend 
may need cheering up. Your ability to nurture and 
listen sympathetically will prove beneficial, Pisces. 
Take care not to absorb any of this person’s dejec-

tion. Your own life should continue to go well, with business 
and career successes leading to new friendships and goals. 
Hang onto your own enthusiasm and optimism while extend-
ing a compassionate ear to others

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION
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Excesses of Emergency should be 
part of curriculum — Vice President

Heavy showers pound Mumbai, Thane; 
three killed in rain-related incidents 

BCI lashes out at Justice Chelameswar after his retirement 

Senior BJP MLA quits party, blames state and central leadership

SC to hear plea of 18 disqualified 
AIADMK MLAs on June 27 

VVIP chopper deal: CBI sends fresh 
request to Italy to extradite Gerosa

Separatist leaders, MLA detained as shutdown hits Valley 

SC to hear Swamy’s 
plea in Aircel-
Maxis case today

India, Seychelles continue talks on Assomption Island project 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Seychelles President Danny Antoine Rollen Faure at delegation level 
talks at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi on Monday, June 25, 2018.
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Venkaiah Naidu (File Photo)
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BJP MLA Ghanshyam Tiwari addresses a press conference, in Jaipur 
on Monday, June 25, 2018.
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A commuter rides past on a water-logged street at King’s Circle after 
heavy rains, in Mumbai on Monday, June 25, 2018.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 5 
(IANS): Vice President 
M. Venkaiah Naidu on 
Monday said it was time 
the “dark age of Emer-
gency” became a part of 
the curriculum so that 
the young learnt to value 
the democratic freedoms 
they enjoy.

Naidu stressed that a 
crucial lesson of Emer-
gency was that it was the 
responsibility of each 
citizen to uphold liber-
ties and freedom of fellow 
citizens and that “intoler-
ance” should not be ac-
cepted.

Speaking at the release 
of the Hindi, Kannada, 
Telugu and Gujarati ver-
sions of the Book ‘Emer-
gency: Indian Democ-
racy’s Darkest Hour’, 
Naidu said: “It is time the 
dark age of Emergency 
becomes a part of the cur-
riculum so that present 
generations are sensitised 
to the dreaded events of 
1975-77 and they learn to 
value the democratic and 
personal freedoms they 
enjoy today.”

“While our history 
books and textbooks talk 
of medieval dark days 
and the British Raj, the 

fallacious causes and con-
sequences of Emergency 
is not made a part of the 
learning of the young,” he 
added.

E m e r g e n c y  w a s 
clamped by then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi 
on June 25, 1975 and citi-
zens’ fundamental rights 
were suspended. It was 
lifted with the 1977 gen-
eral election.

Naidu lamented that 
even the Supreme Court 
became “a mute party to 
placing some individuals 

above the law”. 
“It was only Justice 

H.R. Khanna that dared 
to differ with the govern-
ment’s position ... and 
asserted that ‘the Consti-
tution and the law of India 
does not permit life and 
liberty to be at the mercy 
of the absolute power of 
the Executive’.

“He paid a price for 
his conscience by losing 
out on the office of the 
Chief Justice of India. I 
see him as one of the great 
heroes of what I call the 

second freedom struggle. 
The other being Ramnath 
Goenka of the Indian Ex-
press,” Naidu said.

He said the one good 
thing that flowed from 
the Emergency was “an 
unequivocal assertion” by 
the people that they val-
ue their freedom “much 
more than their bread”. 

“We need to guard 
against ‘intolerance’ on 
the part of certain mis-
guided citizens. 

We have been occa-
sionally witnessing such 
words and deeds of intol-
erance by some citizens in 
the name of so-called cow 
protection, Love Jihad, 
eating habits, watching 
films...

“Such incidents lead 
us to the point that in-
dividual freedoms can 
be in full play only when 
every citizen respects 
such freedoms of fellow 
citizens... The core Indian 
values and ethos have no 
place for intolerance.”

He said post Emergen-
cy, the State “would think 
twice before riding rough-
shod over the liberties and 
freedoms of citizens”.

“On the 43rd anniver-
sary of the Emergency, I 

would like the message 
to go out that any citizen 
who violates the freedoms 
of fellow citizen would 
have no right to be called 
an Indian. It is because he 
is hurting the Constitu-
tion of India and all that 
India stood for ages.”

Naidu recalled that “in 
the name of internal dis-
turbance”, those seen as a 
threat to the government 
were jailed. 

They included Jay-
a p r a k a s h  N a r a y a n , 
Morarji Desai, Biju Pat-
naik, Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, L.K. Advani, Chandra 
Shekhar, Charan Singh, 
Nanaji Deshmukh, Bala-
saheb Deoras, H.D. Deve 
Gowda, Ram Vilas Paswan 
and Nitish Kumar among 
others.

Naidu said he himself 
went underground for 
two months, coordinating 
resistance to the Emer-
gency but was then ar-
rested and jailed for over 
17 months. 

Naidu said those jailed 
during the Emergency 
also include several cur-
rent Union Ministers such 
as Arun Jaitely, Ananth Ku-
mar, Ravi Shankar Prasad 
and Prakash Javdekar.

Mumbai, June 25 (PTI): 
The Southwest Monsoon 
picked up momentum in 
Mumbai, bringing heavy 
showers that claimed three 
lives in the city and adjoin-
ing Thane, officials said 
today.

Heavy rains lashed the 
metropolis and Thane dis-
trict throughout the night 
and continued this morn-
ing, causing water-logging 
at several places and slow-
ing the movement of sub-
urban trains, thus causing 
inconvenience to office-
goers.

Two persons were killed 
last evening when a tree fell 
on them near Metro Cin-
ema in south Mumbai, said 
an official from the disaster 
management unit of the 

Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC).

A 13-year-old boy was 
killed and his parents were 
injured when an adjacent 
wall collapsed on their 
house at Wadol village 
in Ambernath taluka of 
Thane around 2.15 am to-
day, the district civic body’s 
regional disaster manage-
ment cell chief Santosh 
Kadam said.

In another incident, a 
65-feet compound wall of a 
housing complex in Thane 
city collapsed this morn-
ing, crushing two cars and 
another vehicle, he said.

The district received 
229.81 mm rain in the last 
24 hours, Kadam added.

In Mumbai, a huge part 
of a compound caved-in at 

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 5 
(IANS): India and Sey-
chelles on Monday agreed 
to work on the Assomp-
tion Island naval base 
project keeping each 
other’s interest in mind 
as New Delhi promised a 
$100 million line of credit 
to the Indian Ocean archi-
pelago nation to strength-
en its defence capabilities.

“On the issue of As-
somption Island, we are 
ready to work together on 
the basis of each other’s 
interest,” Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said at a 
joint press meet with Sey-
chelles President Danny 
Faure after talks between 
the two leaders at Hydera-
bad House here. 

The agreement allow-
ing India to build naval 
facilities on Assomption 
Island was signed by the 
two countries during Mo-
di’s first visit to Seychelles 
in 2015. The opposition in 
Seychelles is against the 
pact on concerns about 
sovereignty.

Faure is on his first 
bilateral visit to India at 

the invitation of President 
Ram Nath Kovind. He vis-
ited Ahmedabad and Goa 
before landing in Delhi. 

Expressing the inten-
tion to continue the dia-
logue on the issue, Faure, 
too, said: “In the context 
of maritime security, As-
somption Island was dis-
cussed. We are equally en-
gaged and will continue 
to work together bearing 
each other’s interest in 
mind.

“We have underscored 

our commitment to re-
main at the heart of joint 
initiatives and collective 
efforts to stimulate and 
facilitate cooperation in 
fields representing priori-
ties on the sub-regional, 
regional and continental 
agendas.”

Further, India an-
nounced a $100 million 
line of credit to Seychelles 
to strengthen its defence 
capabilities, maritime in-
frastructure and capabil-
ity of its defence person-

nel. 
With India’s support, 

Seychelles will be able to 
tackle both traditional as 
well as non traditional 
maritime challenges and 
will be able to safeguard 
its maritime resources, 
he said. 

During Faure’s visit, 
the two countries added 
six new agreements cov-
ering significant sectors 
of development including 
culture, cyber security, 
maritime safety and se-

curity cooperation, diplo-
macy and infrastructure 
development.

“We will benefit from a 
second line of credit that 
will help the infrastruc-
ture of our military (and) 
defence forces in Sey-
chelles. Through a grant, 
we will build a new gov-
ernment house. We will 
also build a new police 
headquarters and a new 
building for the Attorney 
General’s office,” Faure 
said.

Modi said the Dornier 
aircraft India was propos-
ing to give to Seychelles 
would be there before its 
National Day on June 29.

“India and Seychelles 
are connected by Indian 
Ocean. Secure maritime 
environment is essential 
for our people’s prosperity 
and development of sus-
tainable ocean economy... 
We are cooperating on 
making navigation charts 
available and for conduct-
ing hydrography surveys. 
An MoU has been signed 
to share White Shipping 
Data,” Modi said.

Antop Hill area in Wadala. 
Around 15 cars were dam-
aged with some vehicles 
getting buried under the 
debris, an official of the 
BMC’s disaster manage-
ment cell said.

Mu m b a i  re c e i v e d 
231.4 mm rain in the last 
24 hours, an official of the 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) here said.

Owing to the heavy 
showers, several parts of 
the city, like Dharavi, Sion, 
Matunga, Hindmata, Mal-
ad, Kurla, Andheri subway, 
Bhandup, Worli and Lower 
Parel, were flooded with 
water up to two to three 
feet, and vehicles got stuck 
in some places.

A container broke 
down on a bridge at sub-
urban Vikhroli near East-
ern Express Highway this 
morning, because of which 
vehicular movement in the 
area was slow, the Mumbai 
Police said.

LThe suburban main 
line of CR runs from Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Ter-
minus (CSMT) to Karjat, 
Khopoli and Kasara, the 
Harbour Line runs from 
CSMT to Panvel and the 
Trans-Harbour Line is from 
Thane to Vashi and Panvel.

The IMD has predicted 
heavy-to-very heavy rain 
in the city in the next 24 to 
48 hours.

New Delhi, June 25 (PTI): The Bar 
Council of India (BCI) has lashed 
out against Justice J Chelameswar for 
his “controversial” and “irrelevant” 
statements in the media, three days 
after his retirement as a Supreme 
Court Judge, saying such comments 
are liable to be “deprecated” and 
“cannot be tolerated” by lawyers.

Justice Chelameswar, who de-
mitted office on June 22, had disap-
proved of the Centre’s decision not 
to elevate Justice K M Joseph to the 
Supreme Court, terming the action 
as “not sustainable”.

The judge, who had held an 
unprecedented presser along with 
three other senior Supreme Court 
judges in January to highlight the 
litany of allegations including dis-
crimination in allocation of cases 
to benches, had also said that the 
credibility of the highest judiciary 
was “occasionally” in danger.

Efforts to reach Justice Chela-

meswar for his comments did not 
frucitify. In a statement, BCI Chair-
man Manan Kumar Mishra has 
criticised the statements of Justice 
Chelameswar after he demitted the 
office, and said it was not expected 
from a person who had held a high 
post and went against its dignity.

“Such statements and comments 
are liable to be deprecated. Such 
statements cannot be tolerated, ac-
cepted or digested by the advocates 
including the rest of the country-
men,” the statement, also signed by 
four other office-bearers of BCI, said. 

The statement said the judge had 
used a “controversial” word “bench 
fixing” and pointed out that there 
were instances in which “a handful 
of lawyers” had filed matters and 
mentioned it before him and tried 
to get it listed. The BCI said the judge 
should have raised an objection at 
that time but did not do so.

The statement said Justice Chela-

meswar “has resorted to usage of 
such controversial words like ‘bench 
fixing’. Now if a handful of lawyers 
of the highest court filed matter/s 
and mentioned it before (him) and 
other chosen judges, and tried to get 
it listed, then that would have been 
bench fixing. Such instances have 
been repeated not once but on two-
three occasions.” 

Justice Chelameswar “should 
have raised an objection at that 
point of time”, but had not done so 
and “in fact accepted and agreed to 
hear certain matters himself which 
led to the beginning of a wrong prac-
tice,” the BCI alleged.

It also alleged that the fact that 
Justice Chelameswar met CPI leader 
and Rajya Sabha MP D Raja imme-
diately after his press conference, 
clearly deciphers the mystery and 
the motive behind the controversial 
statements being issued” by him, the 
BCI said.

New Delhi, June 25 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
agreed to hear tomorrow 
a fresh plea of BJP lead-
er Subramanian Swamy 
seeking to implead himself 
as a party in a petition filed 
against an Enforcement 
Directorate officer probing 
the Aircel-Maxis deal case.

A vacation bench com-
prising justices Arun Ku-
mar Misra and S K Kaul 
also agreed to hear the plea 
of ED officer Rajeshwar 
Singh that contempt pro-
ceedings be initiated as 
attempts have been made 
to thwart the ongoing in-
vestigation in the Aircel-
Maxis case.

Recently, a fresh peti-
tion was filed by one Ra-
jneesh Kapur alleging that 
Singh, the investigating 
officer in the Aircel-Maxis 
case, has amassed dispro-
portionate assets beyond 
the known sources of his 
income.

Earlier, on June 20, Jus-
tice Indu Malhotra rec-
used heINRelf from hear-
ing in the matter without 
assigning any reason.

The apex court had on 
March 12 set a deadline 
of six months for the CBI 
and the ED to complete 
the investigation into the 
alleged irregularities in 
FIPB approval given in 
the Aircel-Maxis deal case 
in which former finance 
minister P Chidambaram 
and his son Karti have 
been questioned by probe 
agencies.

New Delhi, June 25 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court will 
hear on Wednesday, a plea 
of 18 disqualified MLAs of 
AIADMK seeking transfer 
of their petition challeng-
ing their disqualification 
by the Tamil Nadu assem-
bly speaker from Madras 
high Court to the apex 
court.

The disqualified MLAs 
claimed that the split ver-
dict of the high court given 
on June 14, would fur-
ther delay holding of fresh 
elections to the assembly 
seats. A vacation bench of 
Justices Arun Mishra and 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul said it 
will hear the matter day af-
ter tomorrow and directed 
listing of the petition.

Senior advocate Vi-
kas Singh, appearing for 
the 18 disqualified MLAs, 
said it is a serious matter 
which required urgent 
hearing as the high court 
has given a split verdict 
on June 14 and the third 
judge is scheduled to hear 
the matter afresh. “This 
would further delay hold-
ing of fresh elections to 
the assembly seats,” Singh 

said, while alleging that 
many people had got to 
know through WhatsApp 
messages about the third 
judge who will be hearing 
the case after the split ver-
dict, even before his name 
was declared. 

Tamil Nadu assembly 
Speaker P Dhanapal had 
on September 18 last year 
disqualified the 18 MLAs 
owing allegiance to side-
lined party leader TTV 
Dhinakaran on the ground 
that they had tried to pull 
down the AIADMK gov-
ernment in the state.

On June 14, the Madras 
High Court had given a split 
verdict on petitions chal-
lenging the disqualification 
of these legislatoINR, a rul-
ing that maintained status 
quo in the corridoINR of 
power in Tamil Nadu.

A division bench of 
Madras High Court com-
prising Chief Justice Indira 
Banerjee and Justice M 
Sundar delivered diver-
gent verdicts on whether 
the 18 MLAs deserved to 
be disqualified under the 
anti-defection law by the 
speaker for approaching 

the Governor and seeking 
the removal of Chief Min-
ister K Palaniswami.

The court had ruled 
that the senior-most judge 
after the high court Chief 
Justice would now hand-
pick a third judge, who will 
hear the matter afresh.

In her 200-page order, 
the chief justice had up-
held the Speaker’s deci-
sion, saying “in my opin-
ion, the view taken by the 
Speaker is a possible, if 
not plausible view, and I 
am unable to hold that the 
said decision is any way 
unreasonable, irrational or 
perveINRe.” 

Justice Sundar, in his 
135-page order, struck a 
dissenting note, insist-
ing that Dhanapal’s order 
“deserved to be set aside 
on grounds of perveIN-
Rity, non-compliance with 
principles of natural jus-
tice, mala fides and viola-
tion of the constitutional 
mandate”.

The chief justice said 
status quo would continue 
till the third judge deliv-
ered the verdict on the 
petitions.

Jaipur, June 25 (IANS): 
Senior Rajasthan BJP MLA 
and former Education 
Minister Ghanshyam Ti-
wari on Monday resigned 
from the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) but said he will 
remain associated with 
the RSS.

He wrote a letter to BJP 
President Amit Shah hold-
ing Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Vasundhara Raje and 
the central leadership re-
sponsible for his decision. 

Tiwari has formed his 
own party, Bharat Vahini 
Party, and said he shall ad-
mit veteran leaders from 
both the Congress and 
the BJP. 

He has also declared to 
contest upcoming Assem-

bly election from Sangan-
er. Around 15 MLAs in the 
state were in touch with 
him, he said. His party will 
contest elections on all the 

200 seats in the state. 
Tiwari said that in the 

last four years, there had 
been a state of lawlessness 
and turmoil in Rajasthan 

and an undeclared Emer-
gency existed in the state.

Earlier, he had been 
openly speaking against 
the Chief Minister for 
which he was issued a no-
tice by the party’s Central 
Disciplinary Committee. 

Me a n w h i l e,  B J P ’s 
former President Ashok 
Parnami said the party will 
not be affected by Tiwadi’s 
resignation. “Many people 
have left the party but their 
political career has come 
to an end,” he added.

The BJP state  in-
charge, Avinash Rai Khan-
na, said that the BJP was 
like a tree. If one fruit or 
leaf fell, the tree won’t be 
impacted but the leaf and 
fruit will definitely be.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 5 
(IANS): The CBI has sent 
a fresh request for ex-
tradition of middleman 
Carlo Gerosa in the INR 
3,600-crore AgustaWest-
land VVIP chopper deal 
case to the Italian govern-
ment through the Ministry 
of External Affairs here, 
sources said on Monday.

The move comes after 
Italy refused India’s re-
quest to extradite Gerosa, 
saying it did not have any 
mutual legal assistance 
treaty.

A Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) source 
related to the develop-
ment said that under the 
Italian law, there is provi-
sion to extradite a person 
wanted in any case after 
fulfilling certain criteria.

According to CBI offi-
cials, Gerosa, 70, is one of 
the three alleged middle-
men wanted in this case 
and his interrogation and 
statement is very impor-
tant for both the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and 
the CBI, who are probing 
the case. The ED had last 
year notified an Interpol 
red corner notice (RCN) 
against Gerosa and two 
others -- Briton Christian 
Michel James and Italian 
Guido Haschke.

The CBI has already 
filed a chargesheet in this 
case, in which the three 
are co-accused. The CBI 
named former Indian Air 
Force chief S.P. Tyagi, his 
cousin Sanjeev alias Julie, 
then IAF Vice Chief J.S. Gu-
jral and advocate Gautam 

Khaitan as the four Indians 
in the chargesheet, which 
mentioned Khaitan as the 
“brain” behind the deal.

Others named are Ital-
ian defence and aerospace 
major Finmeccanica’s 
former chief Giuseppe 
Orsi, former AgustaWe-
stland CEO Bruno Spag-
nolini and middlemen 
Michel, Haschke and 
Gerosa.  The CBI probe 
revealed that several pay-
ments were made to the 
Tyagis by Haschke, Gerosa 
and Michel as part of the 
alleged bribery. 

Tyagi, who was IAF 
chief from 2004 to 2007, 
his cousin and Khaitan 
were arrested in Decem-
ber last year by the agency 
in connection with the 
case.

Srinagar, June 25 (IANS): Life across the 
Kashmir Valley was derailed on Monday 
by a separatist-sponsored shutdown even 
as the authorities detained senior separa-
tist leaders to prevent their participation 
in protests.

Shops, public transport, other busi-
ness establishments and educational 
institutions remained closed in Srinagar 
city and other district headquarters of 
the Valley.

Rail services between Baramulla and 
Bannihal towns were suspended as a 
precaution. Internet services were also 
suspended in south Kashmir areas.

Heavy contingents of police and 
paramilitary forces were deployed in old 
city and uptown areas of Srinagar without 
imposing any restrictions.

The protest was called by the Joint 

Residence Leadership (JRL), a separatist 
grouping headed by Syed Ali Geelani, 
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq and Muhammad 
Yasin Malik against civilian killings in 
Kashmir.

Police took Yasin Malik into preven-
tive custody while Geelani and Mirwaiz 
Farooq were placed under house arrest.

Independent MLA Engineer Rashid 
was also taken into preventive custody 
after he started a protest march from 
Magarmal Bagh area of Srinagar towards 
the civil Secretariat on the same issue.

Nearly a dozen of his supporters were 
also detained by police who intercepted 
the march.

Meanwhile, a youth sustained a gun-
shot injury in his thigh on the outskirts 
of Sopore town during clashes between 
the security forces and civilian protesters.
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Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, waves to supporters of his ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) in Ankara, Turkey, 
early Monday, June 25, 2018. 

Jos (Nigeria), June 25 (PTI/
AFP): Nigeria’s President Mu-
hammadu Buhari has called 
for calm after 86 people were 
killed in an attack by suspected 
nomadic herders against farm-
ing communities in the restive 
centre of the country. 

The grim discovery in the 
Barikin Ladi area of Plateau 
state came after days of vio-
lence apparently sparked by 
an attack by ethnic Berom 
farmers on Fulani herders on 
Thursday.

State police commissioner 
Undie Adie said a search of 
Berom villages in the area fol-
lowing clashes on Saturday 
found “86 persons altogether 
were killed”.

Adie told reporters six peo-
ple were also injured and 50 
houses were razed. 

Bodies of those who died 
have been released to their 
families, he added.

The deaths are the latest in 
a long-running battle for land 
and resources that is putting 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari under pressure as elec-
tions approach next year.

The violence fuelled by eth-
nic, religious and political al-
legiances has killed thousands 

over several decades.
Analysts believe it could 

become Nigeria’s biggest se-
curity concern, eclipsing Boko 
Haram’s Islamist insurgency 
that has left at least 20,000 
dead since 2009.

Buhari’s office said he “ap-
peals for calm and assures 
that no efforts will be spared” 
to bring those responsible to 
justice and prevent further 
attacks.

“The grievous loss of lives 
and property arising from 
the killings in Plateau today 
is painful and regrettable,” he 
added.

The Plateau state govern-
ment said it had imposed re-
strictions on movements in 
the Riyom, Barikin Ladi and Jos 
South areas “to avert a break-
down of law and order”.

“The curfew takes effect 
immediately... and move-
ment is restricted from 6:00 
pm (1700 GMT) to 6:00 am, 
except (for) those on essential 
duties,” spokesman Rufus 
Bature said.

On Sunday, ethnic Berom 
youths set up barricades on 
the Jos-Abuja highway and at-
tacked motorists who looked 
“Fulani and Muslim”, accord-

ing to those who escaped the 
violence.

P l a t e a u  s t a t e  p o l i c e 
spokesman Tyopev Terna and 
Major Adam Umar, from the 
military taskforce in the state 
capital, Jos, confirmed the 
blockade and vandalism to 
several cars.

There were no official re-

ports of deaths but Baba Bala, 
who escaped the violence on 
the road, said at least six peo-
ple were killed.

“I escaped with a smashed 
windscreen and dents on my 
car. I saw six dead bodies and 
several damaged cars,” he 
added.

Plateau state governor Si-

mon Lalong promised that 
“operational plans are current-
ly being put in place to secure 
the affected communities and 
fish out perpetrators of these 
crimes.

“While we pray for God’s 
guidance through this difficult 
time, we will do everything 
humanly possible to secure 

our state immediately.” But the 
violence in Plateau followed a 
pattern that has become famil-
iar in the state and elsewhere 
and which the authorities ap-
pear unable to stop.

On Thursday, Berom farm-
ers attacked five ethnic Fulani 
herders travelling with their 
cattle in a truck at Heipang, in 
Barikin Ladi.

On Friday, two Berom chil-
dren were killed in Arangai and 
Mangu Halle villages in what 
appeared to be reprisal attacks.

Police spokesman Terna 
said there were more reprisals 
on Berom villages in the Gash-
ish area of Barikin Ladi which 
were “believed to have been 
carried out by Fulani herds-
men”.

“This led to today’s vio-
lence,” he added.

Lamwakers earlier this 
month demanded that Buhari 
address worsening security 
across the country, accusing 
police of failing to prevent the 
violence.

On Sunday, Senate leader 
Bukola Saraki said the killings 
gave the impression that Ni-
geria was “not safe”.

It was “important for Ni-
gerians to start having the as-

surances that the government 
is decisively responding to 
the current threat to lives and 
property”, he said.

Separately, clashes erupt-
ed on Friday between Fulani 
herders and ethnic Bachama 
farmers in Dowayan village, in 
the Demsa area of Adamawa 
state, in northeast Nigeria.

Adamawa police spokes-
man Othman Abubakar told 
AFP: “Six people were killed 
and seven others injured.

“The violence started 
when Bachama farmers pre-
vented Fulani herdsmen from 
grazing in a field outside the 
village. Clashes erupted as a 
result.

“The Bachama mobilised 
and burnt some Fulani settle-
ments and the Fulani went into 
Dowayan and burnt houses.” 
Demsa and the nearby Nu-
man area of Adamawa were 
the scene of deadly clashes 
between herders and farmers 
that left scores dead last De-
cember. 

Buhari has been accused 
of failing to act as he is also 
Muslim and Fulani. His gov-
ernment has proposed setting 
up cattle ranches to prevent 
tensions over grazing land.

Ankara, June 25 (IANS): Turkey’s 
long-standing leader Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan won a new five-year 
term after securing outright vic-
tory in the country’s presidential 
and parliamentary elections, 
tightening his grip on the nation 
he has ruled for 15 years.

Turkey’s Supreme Election 
Council (YSK) on Monday an-
nounced that with 99.6 per cent 
of ballots counted, Erdogan had 
secured 52.5 per cent of the vote in 
the Sunday election, which would 
eliminate the need for a runoff, 
state-run news agency Anadolu 
reported. 

Voter turnout was high at al-
most 87 per cent, according to 
election officials.

His top rival, Muharrem Ince, 
a lawmaker from the secular 
Republican People’s Party (CHP), 
lagged behind at 30.6 per cent. He 
accepted the result on the basis 
of poll figures but said that every-
thing about the vote was “unfair”.

Erdogan starts a new five-year 
term with sweeping new powers 
granted in a narrowly won refer-
endum last year, denounced by 
his critics as a blatant power grab. 

Under the new system, the of-
fice of Prime Minister is abolished, 
Parliament’s powers curtailed and 
the President is accorded wide-
ranging executive authority. 

Erdogan’s Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) and its allied 
Nationalist Movement Party’s 
(MHP) retained their parliamen-
tary majority.

Delivering a traditional bal-
cony speech from the headquar-
ters of his AKP early on Monday 
morning, Erdogan vowed to roll 
up his sleeves to build a bigger and 

stronger Turkey. “The winners of 
the June 24 elections are Turkey, 
the Turkish nation, sufferers of our 
region and all oppressed (people) 
in the world,” he said, according to 
state media.

“Turkey has decided to take 
the side of growth, development, 
investment, enrichment and a 
reputable, honourable and influ-
ential country in all areas in the 
world,” he said.

The leader said his govern-
ment would confront terror 
groups more decisively. “We will 
increase our country’s interna-
tional reputation,” he was quoted 
as saying by Hurriyet Daily News. 

“Immediately after the oath-

taking ceremony, we will start 
implementing our programme 
by identifying our bureaucrats,” 
Erdogan said, vowing to work day 
and night as “we have no single 
moment to lose”.

Turkish Prime Minister Binali 
Yildirim also addressed his sup-
porters in Ankara. “It is a festival 
day today. It is Turkey’s day. It is 
a day that 81 million people won 
and there is no loser.”

Eight political parties were 
contesting for the parliamentary 
polls while six candidates, includ-
ing Erdogan, were in the fray for 
the presidential election.

Congratulations came in from 
Islamic leaders including Iranian 

President Hassan Rouhani. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
talked of Erdogan’s “great political 
authority and mass support”.

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas congratulated the 
Turkish leader on “the success of 
the Turkish democratic process 
and his victory in the presidential 
elections”. Qatar Emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah also sent 
their messages to Erdogan. 

Under the new Constitution, 
Erdogan could stand for a third 
term when his second finishes in 
2023, meaning he could poten-
tially hold power until 2028.

Bamako, June 25 (PTI/AP): A 
community militia killed 32 civil-
ians in an attack on a village in 
central Mali then returned shortly 
after Malian soldiers left and killed 
four more, the head of the West Af-
rican nation’s largest ethnic Fulani 
association has said. 

Mali’s government earlier in 
the day confirmed the first attack 
and said 16 people were killed, 
as the Fulani ethnic group faces 
growing pressure over accusations 
of links to al-Qaida extremists.

The death tolls differed be-
cause many bodies had been 
buried by the time Malian soldiers 
responded, Abdoul Aziz Diallo 
with the Tabital Pulaku associa-
tion told The Associated Press.

The original attack occurred 
Saturday when militia members 
killed herders outside Koumaga 
before entering and “starting to 
fire on the villagers,” Diallo said.

As soon as Malian soldiers 
left the village Sunday afternoon 
militia members returned, killing 
a man and his three sons, Diallo 
said.

Koumaga village has the repu-
tation of being the birthplace of 
a number of al-Qaida-linked ex-
tremists. Such fighters have been 
attacking security forces and a 
U.N. peacekeeping mission in 
Mali regularly since 2015.

The growing insecurity is a key 
concern ahead of the July 29 elec-
tion in which President Ibrahim 

Boubacar Keita is running again.
Concerns have risen over al-

leged abuses by Malian secu-
rity forces during counterterror 
operations in Fulani-majority 
areas where extremists linked to 
al-Qaida and the Islamic State 
group have carried out attacks and 
recruited locals as fighters.

Last week the United States 
expressed concern after Mali’s 
government acknowledged al-
legations by the Fulani associa-
tion and others that soldiers had 
entered another village, Nantaka, 
separated out 25 Fulani men and 
killed them.

Mali’s government also con-
firmed the existence of three 
graves discovered by residents 
outside the village and said it 
would investigate.

The vast majority of civilians 
reported killed in counterterror 
operations have been Fulani, 
and human rights groups have 
warned that abuses risk pushing 
villagers into joining extremist 
groups. 

Mali is part of a five-nation 
regional force launched a year 
ago to counter the growing ex-
tremist threat in the vast Sahel 
region. Reversing the worsening 
security situation “will be frustrat-
ingly, unsatisfyingly slow,” the 
U.S. military’s special operations 
commander in Africa, Maj. Gen. 
Marcus Hicks, told the AP earlier 
this year.

Colombo, June 25 (PTI): Former 
Sri Lankan strongman Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksa said today that his US 
citizenship will not stop him from 
running for President if head of 
the SLPP Mahinda Rajapaksa ap-
proves it. 

Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, the 
younger brother of former Sri 
Lankan President Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, is being increasingly pro-
moted to be the presidential candi-
date from the Sri Lanka Podujana 
Party (SLPP) over other brothers 
Chamal and Basil Rajapaksa in the 
next election due in January 2020.

The 19th amendment to the Sri 
Lankan Constitution in 2015 barred 
people holding the dual nationality 
from running for the presidency.

The same amendment had 
also repealed Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
18th amendment which in 2010 
had lifted the bar on the number of 
times one can contest to become 
the President.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, who has 
been the president twice, cannot 
constitutionally contest for the 
presidency again.

“I have not started the proc-
ess yet,” Gotabhaya told reporters 
when asked if he had taken any 
action to renounce his US citizen-
ship.

“I will start doing so if Mahinda 
Rajapaksa informs me that I can 
contest. I can finish the process 
within two months,” he said.

Gotabhaya was the all powerful 

defense ministry secretary during 
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 10-year rule 
which ended in 2015.

He was credited for the swift 
military action which defeated 
the LTTE’s three decades old cam-
paign to set up a separate Tamil 
homeland.

His presidential bid was de-
livered a blow last week when a 
leading Buddhist monk urged 
him to be like “Hitler” as the next 
president.

It drew flak from the govern-
ment which claimed that Gotab-
haya would want to become a dic-
tator if he becomes the country’s 
next president.

“Dictators have no place in 
Buddhism,” Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe said.

President Maithripala Sirisena 
had said he would not allow the 
country to return to a dictatorship.

Gotabhaya during his time 
made a name as the ruthless state 
official who conducted the mili-
tary campaign against the LTTE.

He was accused of being be-
hind many attacks against jour-
nalists including the murder of 
the editor of the Sunday Leader in 
January 2009.

He has been quizzed over other 
cases of misappropriation such 
as purchase of MiG aircraft and 
building a monument for his par-
ents using state funds. 

He has obtained court orders 
preventing his arrest.

Mexico City, June 25 (IANS): The entire 
police force of the Mexican town of 
Ocampo has been detained on suspi-
cion of involvement in the murder of a 
mayoral candidate.

Fernando Angeles Juarez, 64, was 
shot dead by unidentified gunmen on 
June 21, the BBC reported on Monday. 
The town’s 27 police officers and the 
local public security secretary were 

detained by federal forces on Sunday.
They were handcuffed and taken for 

questioning in the state capital Morelia.
More than 100 politicians have been 

killed across Mexico ahead of general 
elections on July 1 which will elect a 
new president, senators and members 
of the Chamber of Deputies.

Ángeles was the third politician to 
be killed in just over a week.

El Paso, June 25 (PTI/AP): A Texas chari-
table organisation says 32 immigrant 
parents separated from their children after 
crossing the US-Mexico border were freed 
into its care, but they don’t know where 
their kids are or when they might see them 
again despite government assurances 
that family reunification would be well 
organised. 

The release yesterday is believed to be 
the first, large one of its kind since Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed an executive 
order Wednesday that preserved a “zero-
tolerance” policy for entering the country 
illegally but ended the practice of separat-
ing immigrant parents and children. 

US Immigration and Customs En-
forcement offered no immediate com-
ment.

Ruben Garcia, director of Annun-
ciation House in El Paso, said the group of 
both mothers and fathers includes some 
from Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras 
who arrived to his group after federal 
authorities withdrew criminal charges for 
illegal entry. 

He didn’t release names or personal 
details to protect the parents’ privacy, 
and Homeland Security officials said they 
needed more specifics in order to check 
out their cases.

A Saturday night fact sheet by the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
other agencies said authorities know the 
location of all children in custody after 
separating them from their families at the 
border and are working to reunite them. 
It called the reunification process “well 
coordinated.” 

It also said parents must request that 
their child be deported with them. In the 
past, the fact sheet says, many parents 
elected to be deported without their chil-
dren. That may be a reflection of violence 
or persecution they face in their home 
countries.

It doesn’t state how long it might take to 
reunite families. Texas’ Port Isabel Service 
Processing Center has been set up as the 
staging ground for the families to be reu-
nited prior to deportation.

How the government would reunite 
families has been unclear because they are 
first stopped by US Customs and Border 
Patrol, with children taken into custody 
by the Department of Health and Human 
Services and adults detained through ICE, 
which is under the Department of Home-
land Security.  Children have been sent to 
far-flung shelters around the country, rais-
ing alarm that parents might never know 
where their children can be found.

At least 2,053 minors who were sepa-
rated at the border were being cared for in 
HHS-funded facilities, the fact sheet said.

The chairman of the Senate Homeland 
Security Committee hedged Sunday when 
pressed on whether he was confident the 
Trump administration knows where all 
the children are and will be able to reunite 
them with their parents.

“That is what they’re claiming,” Sen. 
Ron Johnson, R-Wis., said on CNN’s “State 

of the Union.” 
The fact sheet states that ICE has im-

plemented an identification mechanism 
to ensure ongoing tracking of linked family 
members throughout the detention and 
removal process; designated detention 
locations for separated parents and will 
enhance current processes to ensure com-
munication with children in HHS custody; 
worked closely with foreign consulates to 
ensure that travel documents are issued 
for both the parent and child at time of re-
moval; and coordinated with HHS for the 
reuniting of the child prior to the parents’ 
departure from the U.S.

As part of the effort, ICE officials have 
posted notices in all its facilities advising 
detained parents who are trying to find or 
communicate with their children to call 
a hotline staffed 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

A parent or guardian trying to deter-
mine if a child is in the custody of HHS 
should contact the Office of Refugee Re-
settlement National Call Center at 1-800-
203-7001, or via email at information@OR-
RNCC.com. Information will be collected 
and sent to an HHS-funded facility where 
a minor is located.

But it’s unclear whether detained par-
ents have access to computers to send an 
email, or how their phone systems work to 
call out. Attorneys at the border have said 
they have been frantically trying to locate 
information about the children on behalf 
of their clients.

Garcia, the Annunciation House di-
rector, said his experience has been that 
telephone contact doesn’t provide any 
information.

“If we bring in 30 cellphones, they’re 
going to call that number, they’re not going 
to reach 30 children,” said Garcia, whose 
organization has been working with fed-
eral authorities to assist immigrants for 
40 years. “Actually (they’re) not going to 
be able to give them any information on 
what to expect.” 

Customs and Border Patrol said it had 
reunited 522 children and that some were 
never taken into custody by Health and 
Human Services because their parents’ 
criminal cases were processed too quickly. 
Officials have said as many as 2,300 chil-
dren had been separated from the time 
the policy began until June 9. It’s not clear 
if any of the 2,000 remaining children were 
taken into custody after June 9. 

The “zero-tolerance policy” of crimi-
nally prosecuting anyone caught illegally 
crossing the border remains in effect, of-
ficials have said, despite confusion on 
the ground on how to carry out Trump’s 
order. Justice Department officials asked 
a federal judge to amend a class-action 
settlement that governs how children are 
treated in immigration custody. Right now, 
children can only be detained with their 
families for 20 days; Trump officials are 
seeking to detain them together indefi-
nitely as their cases progress. Advocates 
say family detention does not solve the 
problem.

Nigeria: 86 killed in fresh herder-farmer violence

Turkey’s Erdogan wins presidential re-election

36 dead in militia attack on 
village in central Mali — Group

US citizenship no bar to run 
for presidency — Gotabhaya

Mexican town’s entire police 
force detained after murder

Texas group takes in about 30 
parents separated from kids

AP/PTI

Destroyed vehicles and debris is strewn across the road as police attempt to restore calm, in the town of Jos, Nigeria, Sun-
day June 25, 2018. Some scores of people are reported to have died during weekend clashes in central Nigeria between 
mostly Muslim herders and Christian farmers. 
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Evan Rachel Wood concerned over immigration crisis
Actress Evan Rachel Wood says she wants to learn and do more to raise awareness of 
the issues facing the US and Mexico border, even if it means checking out the condi-
tions first-hand. Wood, who appears in “Westworld”, decided to take a tour across Texas 
this weekend and has been documenting her journey on her Instagram. “I don’t think 
it’s ever too late to want to make a change, and that’s why I’m here now because I want 
to learn,” Wood, 30, told people.com. On Sunday, she visited a shelter in McAllen, Texas, 
where she was able to deliver supplies and meet some of the immigrant families who 
have been released from detention and are waiting to find out their next step in the 
chaotic process. “( I wanted) to put faces with the stories, (and) to actually be there and 
hug the children and play with them, see how sweet and loving they are but to see how 
tired and in pain they are - and see the fear in their parents’ eyes,” Wood added. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: The incredible 2 (Eng) 3D

11 am 2 pm: Race-3 (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

V
idya Balan-
starrer 
“Tumhari 
Sulu”, about 
a housewife 

who lands a job as a radio 
jockey, edged out films 
such as “Hindi Medium” 
and “Newton” to win the 
Best Picture Award at the 
Indian International Film 
Awards 2018 here.

The award ceremony, 
held at Bangkok’s Siam 
Niramit theatre last night, 
was hosted by director 
Karan Johar and actor 
Riteish Deshmukh.

Irrfan Khan, who is 
currently recuperating 
from Neuro Endocrine 
Tumour, was adjudged 
the Best Actor for his role 
of a father trying to get 
his child admitted in a 
posh English medium 
school in Delhi.

His “Haider” co-star 
Shraddha Kapoor ac-
cepted the award on his 
behalf.

He was nominated 
alongside Ranbir Kapoor 
for “Jagga Jasoos”, Adil 
Hussain for “Mukti Bha-
wan”, Rajkummar Rao 
for “Newton” and Akshay 
Kumar for “Toilet: Ek 
Prem Katha”.

Sridevi was posthu-
mously awarded the Best 
Female Actor for “Mom” 
and her husband, Boney 
Kapoor, received the tro-
phy for her. Other nomi-
nees included Vidya, 
Alia Bhatt (“Badrinath Ki 

Dul-
ha-
nia”), 
Zaira 
Wasim 
(“Secret 
Superstar”) 
and Bhumi 
Pednekar (“Shubh 
Mangal Saavdhan”).

“Hindi Medium” also 
registered another big 
win at the awards -- the 
Best Director trophy for 
Saket Chowdhary. He 

faced a stiff competition 
from Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari 
(“Bareilly Ki Barfi”), Anur-
ag Basu (“Jagga Jasoos”), 
Amit V Masurkar (“New-
ton”) and Suresh Triveni 
(“Tumhari Sulu”).

Zaira’s co-star from 
“Secret Superstar” Meher 
Vij bagged the Best 
Female Supporting Actor 
while Nawazzudin Sid-
diqui won the Best Male 
Supporting Actor Award 
for his performance in 

“Mom”.
He re-

ceived the 
award 

from 
vet-

eran 
star 

Rekha 
and the 

visibly 
emotional 

actor dedicated 
it to his co-star Sridevi, 
who tragically passed 
away in February this 
year at the age of 54.

“Newton”, which was 
India’s official entry to 
Oscars this year, won the 

award for Best Story for 
director Masurkar. The 
award was presented to 
him by actor Dia Mirza 
and Raj Nayak.

Arijit Singh was 
announced as the Best 
Playback Singer (Male) 
for the song “Hawayein” 
from “Jab Harry Met 
Sejal”, while Meghna 
Mishra won the Best 
Playback Singer (Female) 
Award for the track “Main 
Kaun Hoon” from “Secret 
Superstar”.

The Best Music Direc-
tion Award went to the 
trinity of Amaal Mallik, 
Tanishk Bagchi and Akhil 
Sachdeva for their work 
on “Badrinath Ki Dulha-
nia”.

Tributes were also 
paid to the fallen legends 
of the film industry - 
Sridevi, Vinod Khanna 
and Shashi Kapoor.

Anupam Kher, who 
has over 500 films to his 
credit, was honoured 
with the Outstanding 
Achievement Award at 
the ceremony. His fre-
quent collaborator, Anil 
Kapoor, introduced the 
honour and shared an 
interesting story with the 
audience.

Kapoor said he had 
also auditioned for 
the same role in David 
O’Russell’s “Silver Linings 
Playbook” but it ulti-
mately went to Kher.

PTI

A
s part of the mega enter-
tainment’s association 
with the Assam State Bi-
odiversity Board for the 
16th Sunsilk Mega Miss 

North East and 9th Garnier Men 
Mega Mister North East, the 100 
contestants of the two pageants at-
tended a workshop on biodiversity 
awareness and conservation at the 
Assam state zoo on June 24. 

A press release issued by the 
organisers on June 25 mentioned 
that the main aim of the workshop 
was to send out a message to the 
masses regarding the need to con-
serve the biodiversity through the 
100 hundred contestants partici-
pating in the event.

The workshop is said to have 
been conducted in accordance 

with the theme of the two pageants 
for this year.

During the workshop, the 
resource persons spoke on 
‘biodiversity – for posterity and 
prosperity’ where the contestants 
were highlighted with ideas on 
what biodiversity is, how it can be 
conserved, and what people can do 
on an individual level to contribute 
towards protecting the biodiversity. 

Also, the release stated that the 
contestants were provided in-
sights into the process of adopting 
animals at the zoo, where one can 
take care of all the requirements of 
a particular animal for a specified 
period, thus contributing their bit 
towards the conservation of a spe-
cies. They were also introduced to 
two adopters who have pledged to 

take care of two animals at the zoo. 
TejasMariswamy, Divisional 

forest officer of Assam state zoo in 
the release said, “biodiversity com-
prises of all the species in nature, 
and every species is important to 
maintain the balance of nature. It 
is important that people under-
stand and promote to the younger 
generations the importance of 
other species, else we too will be 
doomed.”

Later, the contestants were tak-
en on a kilometer-long trek in the 
forests at the zoo, where they were 
explained regarding the correlation 
of different plants and trees with 
different animals, and how they are 
interdependent for survival in the 
long run, the release further stated.

EMN

“
3 Idiotas”, the 
Mexican remake 
of blockbuster 
Indian film “3 
Idiots”, will be 

screened in India for the 
first time when it opens 
the ninth edition of the 
Jagran Film Festival (JFF) 
here.

The movie released 
in Mexico last year and 
became one of the top 
grossers.

Mexican actors 
Alfonso Dosal, Chris-

tian Vazquez, German 
Valdez and Martha 
Higareda play the roles 
originally essayed by 
Bollywood actors Aamir 
Khan, Sharman Joshi, R. 
Madhavan and Kareena 
Kapoor Khan respec-
tively from the Indian 
version.

Basant Rathore, 
Senior Vice President, 
Strategy and Brand 
Development, Jagran 
Prakashan Ltd, said: “We 
think it’s amazing that 

Carlos Bolado (director) 
loved the original film so 
much that he decided to 
remake it with ‘3 Idiotas’.

“True art and en-
tertainment knows no 
borders; interpreting a 
piece of cinema, making 
it your own and sharing 
it with a larger audi-
ence is the essence of 
the Jagran Film Festival. 
It’s all about seeking 
inspiration from differ-
ent cultures, languages, 
emotions and telling 

your own story.”
The plot, much like 

“3 Idiots”, is a coming-
of-age story revolving 
around a group of close 
friends who go on a 
humorous and memora-
ble adventure in search 
of their close college 
friend that went missing 
five years ago, just a day 
before their graduation 
ceremony. 

It showcases the ups 
and downs in a friend-
ship and the bond they 
forge while searching for 
their beloved friend.

This year, JFF will 
showcase over 200 films 
and will travel to 18 
cities. The competition 
segment will include 
international and Indian 
features, shorts, Indian 
documentaries and 
student Films. The non-
competitive segment 
will include thematic 
specials, a retrospective, 
tributes, India Showcase, 
World Panorama and 
Hot Shorts.

In the capital, it be-
gins of June 29 and will 
end on July 3.

IANS

F
ashion designer Victo-
ria Beckham attended 
the Paris Fashion Week 
with eldest son Brooklyn 
Beckham on Saturday, 

days after she squashed speculation 
about a divorce from husband David 
Beckham.

“Thank you Brooklyn Beckham 
for being my date today...,” she wrote 
in an Instagram post, reports people.
com.

Victoria, who is also mother to 
Romeo, 15, Cruz, 13, and daughter 
Harper, 6, wore a pale blue top and 
pleated red slacks, while Brooklyn 
opted for a bee-adorned sweatshirt 
and black jeans.

On Tuesday, Victoria spoke 
openly about how she balances her 
personal and professional life.

“I try really, really hard. I try hard-
est to be the best mother,” she said at 
the Forbes Women’s Summit in New 
York City, Hello! reported. 

“I am trying to be the best wife 
and the best professional,” she added.

The couple, who recently at-
tended the royal wedding together, 
are approaching their 19th wedding 
anniversary and share four children 
together including Brooklyn and 
Romeo, 15, Cruz, 13 and daughter 
Harper, 6.

IANS

IIFA Awards: ‘Tumhari Sulu’ 
is best film, Irrfan best actor

Mexican remake of ‘3 Idiots’ set for India screening

Victoria Beckham attends 
Paris Fashion Week with son

Mega Miss NE, Mega Mister NE contestants 
pledge to conserve biodiversity

B
ollywood veteran Anupam 
Kher, bestowed with the 
Outstanding Achievement 
in Cinema honour here, 
has dedicated the award 

to strugglers who try and find their 
feet in the showbiz world without 
having a godfather.

“Thank you IIFA for honouring 
me with Outstanding Achieve-
ment In Cinema Award. I really feel 
honoured and energised. Thank you 
the people of Bangkok for your love, 
warmth and hospitality. I dedicate 
this award to all the struggling ac-
tors who have to make it without 
godfathers,” Anupam tweeted on 
Monday.

The actor received the honour at 
the 19th edition of the International 

Indian Film Academy (IIFA) gala on 
Sunday night.

An introductory speech to 
Anupam’s life and career was made 
by his long-time friend and co-actor 
Anil Kapoor, while the trophy was 
handed over to him by Viacom18’s 
Group CEO Sudhanshu Vats.

“Thank you my dearest friend 
Anil Kapoor for introducing my Out-
standing Achievement In Cinema 
Award at IIFA with so much love, 
warmth. Selflessness and grace. You 
are a priceless and a unique friend. 
Your words moved me,” wrote An-
upam, who has featured in over 500 
movies in his career, which has seen 
him work across the theatre, televi-
sion and film mediums.

IANS

Anupam Kher dedicates award to 
struggling actors without godfathers
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 Adil Khan

Sachin Tendulkar

Deepika Kumar

AP/PTI

Colombia’s Yerry Mina, center, heads the ball past Poland goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny to score his team’s opening goal, during the group H soccer 
World Cup match at the Kazan Arena in Kazan, Russia on Sunday, June 24.

EM Images

Match patron Khriehu Liezietsu with organisers, match officials and the players of MHBHSS and Khedi BHSS before the opening match on Monday, June 25.

World Cup: Colombia thrash insipid Poland

Current pace attack is most complete India has ever had — Sachin Tendulkar

Archery: Deepika Kumari wins 
gold at World Cup stage event

FC Pune City retains Adil 
Khan for next two seasons

Paine rates Buttler over Dhoni in white ball cricket Bengaluru leg of Honda India talent hunt kicks off

Kohima District Inter-School Football Tournament underway

Kazan (Russia), June 25 
(IANS): Colombia thrashed 
Poland 3-0 in a Group H en-
counter of the FIFA World 
Cup here on Sunday.

Yerry Mina (40th min-
ute), Radamel Falcao (70th) 
and Juan Cuadrado (75th) 
scored for Columbia.

The win kept alive Co-
lumbia’s chances of advanc-
ing from the group stage.

They are on three points 
from two matches. They 
had been defeated 1-2 by 
Japan in their first game.

Poland, who had been 
defeated by Senegal in their 
previous match, have no 
points and are as good as out 
of the tournament.

Colombia dominated 
proceedings right from the 
start. 

The South Americans 
controlled possession beau-
tifully and Poland strug-
gled to contain their star-
studded attacking line-up.

Cuadrado was impres-
sive form, keeping the ca-
pacity crowd awestruck 
with his runs down the 
right wing.

He formed a superb 
combination with Juan 
Quintero and the duo cre-
ated all sorts of  problems 
for the Poland defence.

Apart from his good 
work upfront, Cuadrado 
also did some really good 
defensive work, falling 

back with speed whenever 
Poland went on the coun-
ter.

Poland never really 
seemed to be in the game 
and created very little scor-
ing chances.

They have one of  the 

best centre forwards in the 
world in Robert Lewan-
dowski but Poland’s link up 
play from the midfield was 
rendered ineffective by Co-
lumbia’s excellent defensive 
organisation.

The Bayern Munich 

star was left totally isolated 
in the absence of  proper 
support from the midfield.

Whenever Poland went 
on the attack, Colombia’s 
speed down the flanks saw 
the Europeans being caught 
on the counter.

Colombia took the lead 
shortly before half  time off  
a corner when James Rodr 
Aguez floated in a cross 
into the penalty box and 
Mina rose above the Poland 
defence to head the ball in.

The South Americans 

New Delhi, June 25 (PTI): 
The legendary Sachin Ten-
dulkar feels India has head-
ed to the gruelling tour of  
England with “the most 
complete fast-bowling at-
tack in many many years”, 
a “luxury” that was not 
there during his 24 years in 
international cricket. 

India are starting their 
nearly three-month tour 
of  United Kingdom with 
two T20 Internationals in 
Ireland from June 27 but all 
eyes will be on the five-Test 
series starting August 1 in 
Birmingham.

“This is the most com-
plete fast-bowling attack 
that India have had in many 
many years. In my assess-
ment, this attack would go 
as one of  the best,” Ten-

dulkar told PTI during an 
exclusive interaction.

The  maes t ro,  who 
played an incredible 200 
Tests in his illustrious career, 
said even though India have 
had some quality seamers 
but never had the “luxury” 
of an attack of such variety.

“We have the luxury 
where we have a swing 
bowler (Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar), a tall bowler (Ishant 
Sharma), a skiddy bowler 
(Jasprit Bumrah) and a gen-
uine quick bowler (Umesh 
Yadav). It is a nice com-
bination to have with so 
much variation on offer,” 
Tendulkar said.

Tendulkar had played 
alongside the likes of Kapil 
Dev and Manoj Prabhakar. 

During the major part 

of  his career though, Ja-
vagal Srinath and Zaheer 
Khan spearheaded the pace 
attacks 

So does he rate this at-
tack as more potent than 
some of  those during his 
playing days, Tendulkar 
replied: “Yeah, I am taking 
that into account that (at-
tacks of yesteryears) as well 
because of  a reason. We 
have got Bhuvi, who can bat 
and also Hardik with good 
batting ability.” 

However, Tendulkar 
didn’t want to comment on 
what kind of  combination 
India should play.

“I think the team man-
agement would have to 
assess which opposition 
batsman is comfortable 
against what kind of bowl-

continued to dominate af-
ter the break and created 
scoring chances at regular 
intervals.

But a combination of  
poor finishing and excellent 
defending by Poland pre-
vented them from scoring.

But Colombia could 
not be denied for long as 
Falcao, who seemed to be 
struggling with his form, 
finally found his scoring 
touch.

A quick  at tack  by 
Colombia saw Quintero 
put forward an excellent 
through and Falcao raced 
into the opposition box and 
calmly slotted home into 
the bottom-left corner.

Poland were forced to 
go all out in attack which 
saw Cuadrado score Co-
lombia’s third goal off  a fast 
counter a short while later.

James initiated the 
move charging out of  de-
fence down the left wing 
before finding Cuadrado 
upfront.

Cuadrado, who had 
raced down the right wing 
before receiving the ball in 
the centre, continued his 
run and beat Poland goal-
keeper Wojciech Szczesny 
with an excellent finish.

That virtually sealed 
the issue as Poland never 
seemed capable of  scoring 
and Colombia clinched a 
well deserved victory.

Pune, June 25 (PTI): Indian 
Super League (ISL) club 
FC Pune City has retained 
services of  their midfield 
maestro Adil Khan for the 
next two seasons.

In 2017-18 season, 
the 29-year-old midfielder 
scored four goals in 18 ap-
pearances, including a stun-
ning header against the Jam-
shedpur FC.

Speaking on Khan’s re-
tention, FC Pune City CEO 
Gaurav Modwel said, “Adil 
was one of  the standout 
performers for us last season. 
His commitment to the team 
and dedication to his job was 
commendable.

“Adils versatility gave the 
team a lot of flexibility even-
tually contributing big time 
to the team’s historic run.” 

Khan, on his part, said 
he was excited to continue 
with the FC Pune City and 
would aim to win the tro-
phy.

“I am excited to con-
tinue with the FC Pune City 
as the time here has been 
one of the most fulfilling in 
my professional career.

“What we achieved as a 
team last season was com-
mendable and with core 
group of  players retained, 
we will aim to win the tro-
phy this year,” he said.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 25 (EMN): 
The second edition of  Ko-
hima District Inter-School 
Football Tournament got 
underway here after a cer-
emonious inaugural func-
tion Monday afternoon at 
Khouchiezie Ground in 
Kohima.

A total of  30 teams 
from 25 private schools 
and five government in-
stitutions under Kohima 
district are participating 
in the 13-day tournament, 
which is being organised 
by Royal Club Kohima in 
collaboration with depart-
ments of  School Educa-
tion, and Youth Resources 
and Sports.

Legislator Khriehu 
Liezietsu, who graced the 
inaugural day as a patron, 
said it was heartening to 
see many enthusiastic 
school students gearing 
up to participate in the 
tournament. Observing 
that football in Nagaland 
appeared to have taken a 
backseat for sometime, he 
said this could be attributed 
to various factors includ-
ing marketing and lack of  
infrastructure.

Liezietsu highlighted 
how the organisers, Royal 
Club, had through their 
erstwhile  tour nament 
‘Royal Gold Cup’ exhib-
ited and promoted a high 

Manchester, June 25 (IANS): Austra-
lia skipper Tim Paine has rated Eng-
land’s Jos Buttler as the “best white-ball 
wicketkeeper-batsman in the world” 
and even went on to hail the English-
man as better than India’s World Cup 
winning former skipper Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni.

Buttler is in the form of his life hav-
ing single-handedly rescued England 
from a precarious position with a val-
iant century, to help the hosts complete 
their first 5-0 whitewash of Australia 
here on Sunday.

Asked to rate Buttler, Paine, who 
himself is a stumper said: “He’s good, 

Salt Lake City (USA), June 
25 (PTI): Ace Indian archer 
Deepika Kumar shrugged 
off  her poor run of form by 
clinching gold medal in the 
women’s recurve event at 
the World Cup (Stage III) 
after a gap of six years beat-
ing Germany’s Michelle 
Kroppen 7-3 to qualify for 
the circuit Final, later this 
year. 

Deepika, a four-time 
World Cup final silver med-
allist (2011, 2012, 2013 and 
2015), automatically quali-
fied for the Archery World 
Cup Final in Samsun, 
Turkey, which will be her 
seventh appearance at the 
season-ending event.

Finally! That’s what I 
said when I won this gold 
medal, said Deepika, who’s 
last victory at a World Cup 
stage event came six years 
ago, in Antalya back in 
2012.

The Indian archer 
opened the match with 29 
out of  a possible 30 points 
to take a 2-0 lead, before 
splitting the points with 
Kroppen in the second.

The German archer, 
making her individual debut 
in the finals arena, won the 
third set and tied the match 
at 3-3. Deepika then took 
the fourth and fifth sets 
with a 29 and a 27, over 
Michelle’s pair of  26s, to 
win the match, 7-3.

I was repeating to my-
self, just do it the best, this 
is your time; just enjoy your 
game and forget about win-

ning or losing and have fun’, 
Deepika told the official 
website of  World Archery 
federation.

Do I feel relieved to 
qualify? Yes and no. I’m not 
expecting anything, at the 
moment I’m just enjoying 
my game, I want to enjoy 
my game, said Deepika, 
who has often failed to live 
up to expectations at the 
biggest stage like the Olym-
pics.

Tan Ya-Ting of Chinese 
Taipei beat Gabriela Ba-
yardo of the Netherlands in 
four sets, 7-1, to the recurve 
women’s bronze medal. 

In the medal standings, 
India finished fourth be-
hind USA, Colombia and 
Chinese Taipei with a gold, 
silver and bronze each in 
the penultimate stage of the 
World Cup.

Deepika however re-
turned empty-handed in the 
recurve mixed pair section 
alongside Atanu Das, where 
they lost to Chinese Taipei 
pair of  Tang Chih-Chun 
and Tan Ya-Ting 4-5 in the 
shoot-off.

Locked 37-all after set 
four, the pair of  Deepika 
and Atanu Das shot an 
identical 8s, while their op-
ponents sealed the issue 
with a nine and eight.

India’s Asian Games-
bound archery squad will 
now head off  to Berlin for 
the fourth World Cup from 
July 16-22 ahead of  the 
Indonesia Asian Games in 
August-September.

ing. There will be a few, who 
would play the swing bowl-
ing well and some will have 
the technique of  dealing 
with deliveries that move 
off  the pitch. You have to 
pick the team accordingly,” 
he said.

The highest scorer in 
Tests and ODIs paid rich 
compliments to Bhuvnesh-
war terming him as the 
man, who can tilt the bal-
ance of  power in India’s 
favour with his all-round 
abilities.

“The current India 
team is constantly look-
ing at seamers, who can 
contribute with the bat big 
time. I think these two guys 
(Bhuvneshwar and Hardik) 
have contributed crucial 
runs every now and then.

“Hardik has just got into 
the side but I think Bhuvi 
contributing brilliantly and 
that contribution changes 
the balance of the team in a 
positive manner,” Tendulkar 
explained. 

“It’s good to have bats-
men who can bowl four-five 
overs but even better if  we 
have bowlers, who can score 
those crucial runs. The kind 
of  contributions that can 
help you move forward,” 
he stated.

Tendulkar has been a 
part of  five Test series in 
England (1990, 1996, 2002, 
2007, 2011) and with his 
vast knowledge about the 
English weather and pitch-
es, he is expecting a “pleas-
ant weather” during India’s 
current tour.

“I think there should 
be good wickets. It also 
depends on the kind of  
summer they have. No one 
wants to play in wet and 
cold conditions. I am ex-
pecting good bright summer 
conducive for good cricket,” 
the legend said.

One of the aspects that 
will work in India’s favour 
is the fact that Test series 
will start only in August and 
by that time India would 
have spent a good month in 
England. 

“I think going early will 
prove to be an advantage. By 
the time the Test series starts, 
India would have spent five 
weeks in England with lot 
of match practice. It would 
help the team to get into the 
groove,” he concluded.

class football to the people 
of  Nagaland and neigh-
bouring states. The said 
championship was the only 
tournament to be affiliated 
with the All India Football 
Federation, he remarked. 

The legislator was ap-
preciative of the Royal Club 
for having revived the tour-
nament despite challenges, 
with a new vigour to focus 
on the younger generation. 
He expressed hope that the 
tournament would see the 
rise of  young promising 
players, while also calling 
upon the students to not see 

the tournament as a plat-
form for competition but of  
sportsmanship and unity.

Before the tournament’s 
opening match kicked off, 
the Royal Club paid tribute 
to late Xavier Rutsa, who 
passed away on June 11 
last. The entire audience in-
cluding players and the or-
ganisers stood and observed 
two minutes of  silence in 
honour of  Rutsa, who was 
a sports aficionado and had 
contributed much to the 
growth of  sports in the state 
through his writing as well 
as participation.

Ruopfükhrietuo scores 
hattrick in opening match
Ministers’ Hills Baptist 
Higher Secondary School 
(MHBHSS) defeated Khedi 
Baptist Higher Secondary 
School (KBHSS) 4-2 in 
the inaugural match of  
the 2nd Kohima District 
Inter-School Football Tour-
nament 2018 played on 
Monday. 

With only four minutes 
into the match, Hoichilung 
(17) opened the account 
for MHBHSS to become 
the first goal scorer of  the 
tournament.

Ruopfükhrietuo (7), the 
vice-captain of  MHBHSS 
became the first hat-trick 
scorer in the opening match 
of  the second edition by 
scoring the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th goals for his school in 
the 30th, 32nd and 85th 
minutes respectively.

The match however saw 
a dramatic turn in the sec-
ond half  as Dzieseneizo (7) 
who is also the vice-captain 
of  KBHSS team, scored 
two goals in retaliation. He 
found the net in the 53rd 
and 65th minutes. KBHSS 
fought hard but failed to 

capitalise as they missed 
several chances. During 
the match, three players of  
MHBHSS were booked for 
foul play.

By the end of  the final 
whistle, the scoreboard read 
4-2 in favour of  MBHSS, 
one of  the semi-finalists 
in 2017.

Tuesday’s matches:
1st: The Vineyard School 
Vs Bethel HSS at 11 am

2nd: GHS Rüsoma Vs St. 
Mary’s Cathedral HS at 

12:40 pm
3rd: TMGHSS Vs Don 
Bosco HSS at 2:40 pm

he’s very good. Right now, he’d have 
to be the best white-ball wicket-
keeper batsman in the world.”

“I don’t think there’s too 
many guys to challenge him. 
MS Dhoni is pretty good, 
but at this moment, Jos is 
at the absolute peak of his 
powers. 

“He understands his 
one-day game so well and 
knows his strengths inside 
out and just doesn’t go away 
from him,” Paine added.

Buttler scored 275 runs 
in the just-concluded series 
with three unbeaten knocks 
that included scores of 91, 
54 and 110.

Bengaluru, June 25 (IANS): Fol-
lowing the objective to groom 
budding Indian riders for national 
and international championships, 
automobile giants Honda Motor-
cycle and Scooter India (HMSI) on 
Monday kicked off  the IDEMIT-
SU Honda India Talent Hunt here.

The talent hunt will travel to 
other cities -- Chennai, Hyder-
abad, Bhubaneswar, Aizwal, Delhi 
NCR, Bhopal, Vadodara, Pune and 
Coimbatore.  The participants, in 
the age group of  13 to 18 will be 
selected after proper evaluation of  
their physical strength, riding test. 

A special selection of  20 riders 
across 10 cities will receive profes-
sional training at Honda Ten10 
Racing Academy. These riders will 
get an opportunity to compete with 
each other in the CBR 150R Novice 
category in the subsequent rounds 
of IDEMITSU Honda Talent Cup 
2018. S“Two of our Indian riders 
-- Rajiv Sethu and Anish Shetty 
-- have become the centre of  at-
traction for the whole world in 
Asia Road Racing Championship 
(ARRC) and we want more riders 
to represent Indian motorsports to 
the world,” he added.

Tim Paine
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Uruguay's Edinson Cavani scores his side's third goal during the group A match against Russia during the 2018 soccer World Cup at 
the Samara Arena in Samara, Russia on Monday, June 25.

AP/PTI

Saudi Arabia's Mohammed Alburayk, left, blocks Egypt's Trezeguet during their group A match at the Volgograd Arena in Volgograd, 
Russia on Monday, June 25.

AP/PTI

Points table

Mexico goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa celebrates with family members 
at the end of the group F match between Mexico and South Korea 
at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Rostov Arena in Rostov-on-Don, 
Russia on Saturday, June 23.

Uruguay win group as Suarez 
inspires 3-0 win over 10-man Russia

Record-breaking keeper saves penalty, but Egypt fall to Saudis

Even with 2 wins, Mexico's place in next round not secure

Samara, June 25 ((PTI/
AFP): Luis Suarez helped 
fire Uruguay into the last 16 
of the World Cup as Group 
A winners today after open-
ing the scoring in their 3-0 
win over host nation Rus-
sia, who had a man sent off.

A pinpoint free-kick 
from the Barcelona star and 
an own goal from Denis 
Cheryshev put Uruguay 
2-0 up inside 23 minutes 
in Samara before Edinson 
Cavani added their late 
third in Samara.

Russia were reduced to 
10 men after 36 minutes 
when right-back Igor Smol-
nikov was sent off for two 
yellow cards in a match that 
will be a reality check for a 
team that easily won its first 
two matches.

This is the first time 
Uruguay have won all three 
group games at a World 
Cup finals.

The South Americans 
will play their last-16 tie in 
Sochi this Saturday against 
the Group B runners-up, ei-
ther Spain, Portugal or Iran.

Russia, who had sealed 
their spot for the last 16 
before the match, will have 
the consolation of a day's 
extra rest and huge sup-
port at Moscow's Luzhniki 
Stadium when they face 

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

PERU

FRANCE

ARGENTINA

AUSTRALIA

DENMARK

NIGERIA

ICELAND CROATIA

(GROUP C) - FISHT STADIUM- 7:30 PM

(GROUP C) -  LUZHNIKI STADIUM  - 7:30 PM

(GROUP D) - SAINT PETERSBURG - 11:30 PM

(GROUP D) - ROSTOV ARENA - 11:30 PM

TODAY’S MATCHES

GROUP A TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

 Uruguay 3 3 0 0 5 0 5 9

 Russia 3 2 0 1 8 4 4 6

 Saudi Arabia 3 1 0 2 2 7 -5 3

Egypt 3 0 0 3 2 6 -4 0

GROUP B TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

 Spain 2 1 1 0 4 3 1 4

 Portugal 2 1 1 0 4 3 1 4

 IR Iran 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3

 Morocco 2 0 0 2 0 2 -2 0

GROUP C TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

France 2 2 0 0 3 1 2 6

Denmark 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 4

Australia 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

Peru 2 0 0 2 0 2 -2 0

GROUP D TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

Croatia 2 2 0 0 5 0 5 6

Nigeria 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3

 Iceland 2 0 1 1 1 3 -2 1

Argentina 2 0 1 1 1 4 -3 1

GROUP E TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

 Brazil 2 1 1 0 3 1 2 4

Switzerland 2 1 1 0 3 2 1 4

Serbia 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3

Costa Rica 2 0 0 2 0 3 -3 0

GROUP F TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

 Mexico 2 2 0 0 3 1 2 6

Germany 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3

Sweden 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3

Korea Republic 2 0 0 2 1 3 -2 0

GROUP G TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

 England 2 2 0 0 8 2 6 6

 Belgium 2 2 0 0 8 2 6 6

Tunisia 2 0 0 2 3 7 -4 0

Panama 2 0 0 2 1 9 -8 0

GROUP H TEAMS MP W D L GF GA +/- PTS

 Japan 2 1 1 0 4 3 1 4

 Senegal 2 1 1 0 4 3 1 4

 Colombia 2 1 0 1 4 2 2 3

Poland 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

the Group B winners on 
Sunday.

Uruguay stamped their 
authority early in the group 
decider. When Russian 
midfielder Iury Gazinsky 
fouled Rodrigo Bentancur 

on the edge of the area, 
Suarez expertly placed the 
direct free-kick in the gap 
between the out-stretched 
glove of Russia's goalkeeper 
and the post on 10 minutes.

Uruguay doubled their 

lead when Diego Laxalt's 
shot took a wicked deflec-
tion off the leg of defender 
Cheryshev and flew past 
the despairing Akinfeev on 
23 minutes.

It was heart-breaking 

for Cheryshev, who scored 
twice in the 5-0 trouncing 
of Saudi Arabia in the open-
ing game.
Russia kept battling
To compound Russia's 
problems, Smolnikov was 

Volgograd, June 25 (PTI/
AFP): Essam El Hadary, the 
oldest player ever to appear 
at a World Cup, marked his 
record achievement with 
one outstanding penalty 
save for Egypt but was pow-
erless to stop a second in a 
2-1 defeat by Saudi Arabia 
today.

The 45-year-old goal-
keeper flew to his right to 
make a spectacular stop 
in the 39th minute from 
Fahad Al-Muwallad's spot-
kick, awarded for handball, 
at the Volgograd Arena.

But Saudi Arabia scored 
deep into stoppage time in 
both halves, with Salem Al-
Dawsari's last-gasp winner 
securing their first World 
Cup victory since a run to 
the last 16 in 1994.

Mo h a m e d  S a l a h ' s 
Egypt still have not record-
ed a World Cup finals win in 
three appearances, despite 
the Liverpool talisman's 
superb opening goal.

El Hadary was 45 years 
and 161 days old when he 
took to the field as the two 
already-eliminated teams 
in Group A played only for 
pride.

He smashed the age 
record set by Colombia 
goalkeeper Faryd Mon-
dragon, who was aged 43 
years and three days when 
he played against Japan in 

Brazil in 2014.
Salah was named in the 

starting line-up as expected 
and thrilled an Egyptian-
dominated crowd of 36,823 
by opening the scoring in 
trademark fashion after 22 
minutes.

The 26-year-old con-
trolled a long ball over the 
top with one touch of his 
left boot at pace and did 
not break stride before lob-
bing a deft finish with the 
same foot over the onrush-
ing goalkeeper Yasser Al-
Mosailem.

Salah at least had the 
consolation of scoring 
Egypt's first goal from open 
play at the World Cup since 
May 27, 1934, when Abdul-
rahman Fawzi netted in a 
4-2 defeat by Hungary.

The Egyptians were still 
clinging onto their lead 
when the Saudis were 
awarded a controversial 
second penalty deep into 
first-half stoppage time 
as Fahad appeared to pull 
the shirt of the covering Ali 
Gabr before going down in 
a heap.

But after a VAR-induced 
review that took almost 
five minutes to complete, 
Colombian referee Wilmar 
Roldan decided to stick with 
his original decision.

It was second time lucky 
from the spot as Salman 

sent off after scything down 
Laxalt just eight minutes 
after his first booking.

Smolnikov, one of three 
changes from the team 
which enjoyed a 3-1 win 
over Egypt, was on the 
verge of tears as he trudged 
off with the home crowd 
stunned into near silence.

Russia coach Stanislav 
Cherchesov responded by 
taking Cheryshev off and 
slotting Brazilian-born Ma-
rio Fernandes into the va-
cant right-back berth.

Despite the numerical 
disadvantage, Russia had 
opportunities to get back 
in the game as they kept 
battling.

With 20 minutes re-
maining, the video assis-
tant referee turned down 
Russian appeals for a pen-
alty after Artem Dzyuba 
appeared to be elbowed in 
the face by Diego Godin.

Moments later, a badly-
hit clearance kick by Uru-
guay goalkeeper Fernando 
Muslera was snapped up by 
the Russians and Dzyuba 
fired just over the bar from 
14 metres out.

Cavani sealed the win 
on 90 minutes by tapping 
home the rebound, after 
Akinfeev had parried Go-
din's header.

Al-Faraj took responsibilty 
from 12 yards and El Hadary 
could not repeat his heroics 
as the first-half clock ticked 
past 51 minutes.

El Hadary made his de-
but for Egypt in 1996, a year 

before his Egyptian team-
mate Ramadan Sobhi was 
born.

He is older than three 
coaches at Russia 2018 -- 
Roberto Martinez of Bel-
gium, Serbia's Mladen 

Krstajic and Aliou Cisse of 
Senegal.

The Pharoahs captain 
lived up to his nickname of 
"High Dam" with two stun-
ning saves from headers in 
the second half.

But in the fifth minute of 
second-half injury-time, Al-
Dawsari popped up in the 
box to beat El Hadary with 
the last kick of the match 
and secure a famous Saudi 
win.

Yekaterinburg (Russia), 
June 25 (AP): Seven teams 
have won their first two 
World Cup matches, and six 
of them are through to the 
next round.

The exception is Mexico.
El Tri still may need 

points to secure a place in 
the round of 16 for a seventh 
consecutive World Cup.

Victories over defend-
ing champion Germany 
and South Korea weren't 
quite enough. If Sweden 
beats Mexico on Wednesday 
and Germany beats South 
Korea, three teams would 
be tied atop Group F with 
six points, sending it to tie-
breakers that start with the 
best goal differential.

Mexico goalkeeper 
Guillermo Ochoa said there 

wasn't any panic when he 
and his teammates learned 
they had unfinished busi-
ness in their final game.

''We knew that we were 
going to play for first place 
against Sweden,'' Ochoa 
told reporters Sunday. 
''This result wasn't going to 
change anything.''

If Mexico and South Ko-
rea both win, Mexico would 
win the group and every 
other team would be tied 
with three points.

Sweden hasn't made it 
to the second round since 
2006. And like Mexico, six 
points wouldn't necessar-
ily be enough to advance. 
The Swedes might end up 
needing to win by two goals, 
depending on what Ger-
many does.

Mexico upset Germany 
1-0 in its opener and then 
dispatched South Korea 
2-1. It looked like those re-
sults would be enough for 
Mexico to advance, but then 

Toni Kroos scored deep 
into extra time to give Ger-
many a 2-1 win over Swe-
den, setting up the various 
scenarios that will come 
into play during Tuesday's 

simultaneous matches.
Show of support
Swedish midfielder Jim-

my Durmaz was subjected 
to racial attacks from fans 
on social media after the 
loss to Germany. Durmaz 
entered the game as a sub-
stitute, and his foul gave 
Germany the free kick that 
set up Kroos' game-winner.

Durmaz was born in 
Sweden to ethnic Assyr-
ian parents who emigrated 
from Turkey. He's been 
called a ''terrorist,'' and vit-
riol has also been directed at 
his family. The online abuse 
was reported to police.

In a show of unity, the 
team and coach Janne 
Andersson stood with 
Durmaz as the player read 
a statement Sunday before 

a training session, calling 
the attacks ''completely 
unacceptable.''

''I am proud to play in 
the Swedish national team,'' 
Durmaz said. ''I will never 
let any racists destroy that 
pride. We must all stand 
against all forms of racism.''

Scoring difficulity
A two-goal victory by 

Sweden would guarantee it 
a spot in the next round. But 
that's easier said than done.

Sweden has just two 
goals for the tournament, 
by Andreas Granqvist and 
Ola Toivonen.

Marcus Berg, who had 
eight goals in qualifying, has 
been held scoreless despite 
a team-high six scoring op-
portunities through two 
games.


