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Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): Alleging 
that the government of Nagaland had 
“worked overtime” to ensure removal 
of Rupin Sharma as the state’s director 
general of police (DGP), the activist 
Nagaland Public Rights Awareness 
and Action Forum (NPRAAF) has sug-
gested that if the former were to “work 
with the same stamina for the welfare 
of the state” Nagaland would then 
surely be progressive.

A press release from the group on 
Sunday informed that the message 
was delivered to the governor of Na-
galand, PB Acharya, during a meeting 
with him on June 22 in Kohima. It 
stated that the group had ‘explained to 
the governor that the Supreme Court 
had not drawn a line between acting, 
temporary or permanent DGP in its 

judgement.’
“Therefore, the point of conten-

tion by the government that acting 
or temporary DGP can be removed 
notwithstanding Supreme Court rul-
ing is wrong understanding of the apex 
court ruling. NPRAAF expressed sur-
prised to the governor that, just barely 
a day after Shri. Renchamo Kikon, IPS, 
was asked to take charge as the new 
DGP, the Home Ministry, govt. of India, 
had issued an appointment order of 
another new DGP of Nagaland who is 
an IPS officer of Chhattisgarh cadre in 
view of tremendous pressure from the 
state government.  

‘NPRAAF pointed out that the govt. 
worked overtime to replace Rupin 
Sharma, IPS, as DGP for reasons best 
known to the govt. If the government 

of Nagaland works with the same 
stamina for the welfare of the state, 
surely Nagaland will become very 
progressive,’ it stated. 

According to the group, the 
NPRAAF expressed ‘anguish’ to the 
governor that Sharma was “threatened 
by government spokesman of discipli-
nary action alleging falsely that he has 
orchestrated protest in his support.”

It stated to have requested the gov-
ernor not to allow the government to 
make ‘intimidating statement basing 
on unfounded allegation.’  The gover-
nor, according to the group, assured 
to ‘take up the matter’ with the chief 
minister of Nagaland and the union 
Home Ministry ‘immediately’. 

The NPRAAF also submitted a 
memorandum to the governor. 

New Delhi, June 24 (IANS): Sen-
ior officials of 11 public sector 
banks (PSBs) will appear before 
the Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Finance on Tuesday on 
the issue of the banks' massive 
non-performing assets (NPAs), 
or bad loans, and increasing 
number of fraud cases, according 
to official sources here.

The committee, headed by 

Congress leader M. Veerappa 
Moily, is preparing a report on the 
"Banking Sector in India - Issues, 
Challenges and the Way Forward, 
including Non-Performing As-
sets/Stressed Assets in Banks/
Financial Institutions".

The PSBs due to make pres-
entations before the Parliamen-
tary panel and respond to their 
queries on June 26 are Allahabad 

Bank, Bank of India, Central Bank 
of India, Dena Bank, IDBI Bank, 
Corporation Bank, UCO Bank, 
Indian Overseas Bank, Oriental 
Bank of Commerce, Bank of 
Maharashtra and United Bank of 
India, Finance Ministry sources 
said. 

The accumulated NPAs in 
the Indian banking system have 
touched the staggering level of 

Rs 9 lakh crore, of which the bad 
loans of state-run banks amount 
to over Rs 7.5 lakh crore.

In February, the banking sys-
tem was rocked by the Rs 13,000 
crore fraud reported by state-run 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
committed by the accused dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi and his un-
cle Mehul Choksi, both of whom 
are absconding. 

Srinagar, June 24 (PTI): 
Ahead of the annual Amar-
nath pilgrimage, two Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorists, including 
its self-styled divisional com-
mander Shakoor Ahmed Dar, 
were killed in an encounter 
with security forces, while 
another militant surrendered, 
in Kulgam district of south 
Kashmir today, police said.

The police said that a tip-
off had been received about 
the presence of some mili-
tants in the Chedar Ban area 
of Qaimoh in Kulgam district, 
after which a joint team of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
the Army and the CRPF, cor-
doned off the suspect house 
this afternoon.

"As the joint patrol ap-
proached towards the suspect 
house, a group of terrorists 
hiding inside fired indiscrimi-
nately on the security forces, 
to which forces retaliated cau-
tiously leading to an encoun-
ter in the area," the police said 
in a statement, adding that 
two terrorists hiding inside 
the house were successfully 
eliminated by the security 
forces. 

"We followed the stand-
ard operating procedure 
during which two terrorists 

were killed and one, who had 
joined militancy recently, 
surrendered. He has been 
taken into custody," Inspector 
General of Police (Kashmir 
Range) Swayam Prakash Pani 
said here.

He said on the basis of the 
materials recovered from the 
encounter site, it is under-
stood that one of the killed 
terrorists is Shakoor Ahmed 
Dar, the divisional command-
er of LeT. The second terror-
ist was a Pakistani national 
known as Haider.

Dar, a resident of Sopat 
Tengpora of Kulgam, was 
operating as the divisional 
commander of proscribed 
terror outfit LeT and several 
terror-related cases were reg-
istered against him in differ-
ent police stations of south 
Kashmir. He was involved in 
a number of other civilian 
atrocities and attack on se-
curity establishments in the 
area, police said.

"Incriminating materials 
and huge quantity of ammu-
nition were also seized from 
the site of encounter," police 
said, adding a case had been 
registered.

"While two terrorists 
were killed, one local terror-

ist whose identity is being 
protected, surrendered at 
the encounter site before the 
police... The (surrendered) 
terrorist is in the custody of 
police," Pani said.

Security forces have been 
carrying out operations to 
sanitise the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway ahead of 
the annual Amarnath pil-
grimage, beginning June 28, 
another senior police official 
said. 

This is the third major 
encounter along the national 
highway. Three militants of 
Jaish were gunned down in 
Tral on June 20, four of IS-JK, 
an affiliate of the banned ISIS 
terror group, including its 
chief Dawood Sofi, were killed 
on June 22.

In a separate incident at 
Gobal village, four kilometres 
from the encounter site, peo-
ple pelted stones at an Army 
convoy, police said.

The Army fired warn-
ing shots in air, after which 
shots were fired on the unruly 
crowd, resulting in the death 
of a 23-year-old man and 
pellet injuries to two others, 
who have been sent to the 
Anantnag district hospital, 
the police said. 

London, June 24 (PTI): Fake 
news spread instantaneously 
over WhatsApp chat groups and 
Facebook is causing a firestorm 
in India and resulting in the loss 
of lives, warns the BBC in a new 
investigative report from Ban-
galore.

The British public broadcast-
er is set to highlight the issue in a 
report to be aired on BBC World 
News on Tuesday centred around 
the death of Kaluram Bachanram, 
who was beaten to death by a 
mob in Bangalore after WhastApp 
rumours convinced people that 
he was a child kidnapper. 

"Kalu became a victim of In-
dia's fake news firestorm Across 
India eight lives have been lost in 
this latest wave of fallacy defeat-
ing fact. Fake news is a challenge 
we all grapple with but here it is 

proving deadly," the BBC corre-
spondent says in his report.

The BBC has been working 
to combat the issue of fake news 
through initiatives such as "BBC 
Reality Check", a political dis-
course fact-checking service. It 
was launched during the Euro-
pean Union (EU) referendum in 
2016 for both TV and online and 
has now been made permanent 
and covers a wide range of issues.

"Fake news is a big problem 
and it's vital for democracy that 
ordinary people are able to tell 
truth from fiction in the news 
they read, watch, and hear," said 
Jim Egan, CEO of BBC Global 
News Ltd.

He noted: "Trusted news will 
be as important as ever as we ap-
proach the elections in India next 
year, however a recent BBC 'Value 

of News' study found that 83 per 
cent of Indian news consumers 
are concerned about fake news.

"We experienced the reality 
of this problem recently when a 
fake survey on Karnataka polls 
circulated on WhatsApp with 
BBC News branding and we were 
forced to put out a statement 
making clear that it did not come 
from the BBC." 

BBC News said it is doing a 
number of things to empower 
people to look at the stories they 
read with a critical eye. Slow 
news is more of a focus along-
side breaking news, with more 
in-depth analysis of topics with 
data, investigations and expertise 
to provide context around the 
issues. 

All these initiatives are part 
of BBC News' wider investment 

drive in India, creating 157 new 
jobs in the region and making 
Delhi the BBC's largest bureau 
outside the UK. 

The Delhi bureau will become 
a video, TV and digital content 
production hub for the South 
Asia region, with the closest tech-
nological specifications to the 
corporation's headquarters in 
London.

The expansion began with 
the launch of four new Indian 
services Telugu, Gujarati, Marathi 
and Punjabi in October last year.

In addition, BBC StoryWorks, 
the global content marketing 
team within BBC Global News, 
has expanded to India with staff 
now based in the country for the 
first time as part of wider growth 
across the Asia Pacific region, the 
public broadcaster said.

New Delhi, June 24 (IANS): An Army 
Major was arrested on Sunday for his 
alleged role in the murder of his col-
league's wife whose body was found 
with her throat slit on a road in Delhi 
Cantonment, police said.

Major Nikhil Handa was taken into 
custody from Meerut in Uttar Pradesh. 
"He is being interrogated. The reason 
behind the murder is still not known," 
a police official said.

Handa is the prime suspect in the 
murder of Shailja Dwivedi, 35, wife of 
another Major, Amit Dwivedi. She was 
found dead on Saturday afternoon 
near Brar Square. 

Shailja's body also had marks that 
appeared to have been caused after 
being run over by a vehicle. The police 
suspect that she could have been mur-
dered first and then run over by the 
killer or by some other vehicle after her 
body was thrown on the road. 

Police said Handa was a common 

friend of the couple and was believed 
to have had a dispute over some un-
disclosed matter. 

Handa came under suspicion as 
he was the last person to be seen with 
the victim outside the Base Hospital in 
Delhi Cantonment which Shailja vis-
ited on Saturday morning for a physi-
otherapy session. 

Shailja, who hailed from Amritsar, 
had been coming to the hospital for 
the last four days for treatment of her 
ankle. 

A video footage captured by CCTV 
cameras installed outside the hospital 
showed both Shailja and Handa seated 
inside a Honda City car, police said. 

"After that Handa went missing 
and his phone was switched off. He 
was held in Meerut in the same Honda 
City car," a police official privy to the 
case said. 

Police claimed to have recovered 
important clues from the victim's mo-

bile phone and her call records. 
Shailja had left home at 10 a.m. 

on Saturday in an Army vehicle for 
a physiotherapy session. When the 
driver went to pick her up later, he was 
informed that she did not attend the 
session. 

He went back to her residence in 
Parade Ground area and informed her 
husband who began a search. 

Shailja's body was spotted by a 
passerby who informed police. The 
body remained unidentified for some 
hours. The husband later went to 
Naraina Police station to lodge a miss-
ing complaint where he identified 
Shailja's body. 

Shailja and Handa are believed 
to have met in Dimapur in Nagaland 
where her husband is posted. The 
victim's husband recently moved to 
Delhi for training and has been resid-
ing in Army quarters in Naraina near 
the Cantonment area.

Manama, June 24 (PTI/
AFP): Inuit hunting grounds, 
World War I cemeteries, Art 
Deco heritage in Mumbai 
and Italy's wine-producing 
Prosecco hills are among 30 
hopefuls in the running to 
join UNESCO's famous list 
as the World Heritage Com-
mittee meets from today in 
Bahrain.

Delegates at the annual 
gathering will also debate 
adding locations including 
Kenya's Lake Turkana and 
Nepal's Kathmandu Valley 
to those sites considered "in 
danger", but could remove 
the Belize Barrier Reef from 
the risk list due to an oil ac-
tivity ban.

The roster of contenders 
for this year's new addi-
tions spans the globe from 
the Aasivissuit and Nipisat 
hunting grounds in the fro-
zen expanses of Greenland 
to the sun-scorched Al-Ahsa 
Oasis in the deserts of Saudi 
Arabia.

Eye-catching -- or lip-
smacking -- sites among 
them include the Prosec-
co Hills in northwest Italy 
where famed sparkling wine 
has been made for centu-
ries, as well as the town of 
Zatec in the Czech Republic 
renowned for its hops.

In India, a collection 
of Victorian and Art Deco 

New Delhi, June 24 (PTI): 
Two days after the retire-
ment of Justice J Chela-
meswar, the Supreme Court 
today notified a new roster 
for the allocation of cases to 
the judges, which will come 
into effect from July 2 when 
the top court reopens after 
summer vacation.

Like the previous ros-
ter notified on February 1, 
the new roster says that the 
bench headed Chief Justice 
of India Dipak Misra will 
hear all public interest litiga-
tions, besides pleas relating 
to social justice, elections, 
habeas corpus and con-

landmarks in bustling 
Mumbai is being billed as 
"the largest such conglom-
eration of these two gen-
res of architecture in the 
world".

The push to include fu-
neral and memorial sites 
in Belgium and France for 
those killed on World War I's 
Western Front has sparked 
debate over how to treat 
locations associated with 
recent conflicts.

In an April report, the 

International Council on 
Monuments and Sites, 
which advises UNESCO, 
called for a further "period 
of reflection", despite loca-
tions including Hiroshima 
and Auschwitz already be-
ing on the list.

Getting on the World 
Heritage List could be a ma-
jor boon for the nominees, 
as being deemed of "out-
standing universal value" 
can boost tourist numbers 
and bring in funding.

But the committee also 
considers whether to re-
move locations from the list 
that do not do enough to 
protect their heritage -- al-
though such moves are rare.

Possibly facing the chop 
this year over disruptive 
building work is the historic 
centre of Shakhrisyabz in 
Uzbekistan, once the site of 
a palace of Turco-Mongol 
leader Amir Timur, that was 
added in 2000.

"They have erased a 

whole traditional neigh-
bourhood that was on the 
list," Mechtild Rossler, di-
rector for UNESCO's Divi-
sion for Heritage and World 
Heritage Centre, told a news 
conference.

So m e  m a j o r  n a t u -
ral wonders could also be 
placed on the danger list at 
the Manama meeting, with 
fears mounting for the na-
tional parks of Lake Turkana 
in Kenya after the construc-
tion of the mammoth Gibe 
III dam on a tributary in 
Ethiopia.

On a more positive note, 
however, experts may re-
move the Belize Barrier Reef 
-- one of the biggest coral 
reef systems in the world 
-- from the list of sites at 
risk after hailing the Central 
American nation for halting 
offshore oil exploration.

The gathering comes at a 
sensitive time for UNESCO, 
as the global body's educa-
tion, science and culture 
organisation scrambles for 
funding following the with-
drawal by the United States 
last year.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump's administration 
pulled out of UNESCO cit-
ing its continuing "anti-
Israel bias" six years after 
the organisation allowed the 
Palestinians to join. 

tempt of court.
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, 

who is the senior-most 
judge after the chief justice 
following the retirement 
of Justice Chelameswar on 
July 22, will deal with labour 
laws, indirect taxes, personal 
law and company law cases.

The roster was put in 
the public domain for the 
first time on February 1 after 
justices J Chelameswar, Go-
goi, M B Lokur and Kurian 
Joseph had held an unprec-
edented press conference 
on January 12 questioning 
the allocation of sensitive 
PILs and important cases to 
judges junior to them.

The notification lists the 
matters that will be heard by 
benches headed by the chief 
justice and 10 other judges 
-- Gogoi, Lokur, Joseph, A K 
Sikri, S A Bobde, N V Rama-
na, Arun Mishra, A K Goel, R 
F Nariman and A M Sapre.

The bench presided over 
by Justice Lokur has been 
allocated matters which 
include cases relating to 
service, social justice, per-
sonal laws, land acquisi-
tion, mines and minerals, 
consumer protection and 
armed and para-military 
forces. Justice Lokur will 
also hear matters dealing 
with ecological imbalance, 
protection and conserva-
tion of forests, protection of 
wild life, felling of trees and 

underground water levels. 
Justice Joseph's bench 

has been assigned cases of 
labour laws, rent Act, family 
laws, contempt of court and 
personal law. He will also 
hear matters related to reli-
gious and charitable endow-
ments, besides all land laws 
and agriculture tenancies.

Justice Sikri, who will 
be the new member of the 
five-member apex court 
Collegium, will hear cases 
of direct and indirect taxes, 
election and criminal mat-
ters, personal law, contempt 
of court, ordinary civil cases 
and appointment of law 
officers.

Besides these top five 
judges, the new roster also 
spells out matters to be 
heard by six other judges 
heading benches.

After the January 12 
press conference, there 
were hectic parleys involv-
ing judges of the Supreme 
Court, the Supreme Court 
Bar Association (SCBA) and 
the Bar Council of India 
(BCI).

The SCBA had come 
out with a resolution saying 
that the apex court should 
follow a roster system for 
the allocation of matters to 
the judges after taking into 
account the prevalent prac-
tices in the Delhi High Court 
and other high courts of the 
country. 

Lake Turkana in Kenya could be added to the List of World Heritage sites in Danger at an annual meeting in Bahrain.



Naga students in Delhi reach out to save lives

KCSU organises skill development seminar More congratulations for state BJP president

AR hosts talks on govt. schemesNCC girls’ ten-day camp underway
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Volunteers at the blood donation camp in Delhi on June 23. 

Resource persons and members of the Kohima Chakhesang Students’ Union, and others during the skill 
development seminar on June 23.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
A blood donation camp 
was organised by the Naga 
Students’ Union, Delhi 
(NSUD) in collaboration 
with the Helping Hands, 
an NGO with the theme 
‘donate blood, save life’ for 
the Nagas in Delhi at All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences’ hospital in New 
Delhi on June 23. A press 

release from the union 
informed on Sunday.

More than hundred 
donors irrespective of 
tribes, communities, pro-
fessions, age had come 
forward to donate blood 
that continued till late 
evening. The main pur-
pose of blood donation 
camp was to provide in-
stant blood to the Naga 

patient since many a time 
people struggled to get 
blood donors.  

For the last few years, 
the union have experi-
enced more patient from 
home came for a treat-
ment in Delhi where the 
blood donors have to 
eventually accrued from 
students and working 
members residing in Delhi 

and NCR. Nevertheless, 
through this noble gesture 
the union assured that for 
at-least a year the basic re-
quirement and immediate 
needs of Nagas young and 
old will be met, the press 
release stated. 

The union claimed 
that this was the second 
phase that the NSUD has 
organised blood donation 

camp. It also informed 
that any Naga patient in 
Delhi is entitled to avail 
the facility by approach-
ing the union. The Ao and 
Densu organisation also 
join hand and participated 
during the blood donation 
camp. 

Chairman of the Help-
ing Hands, IG Robin Hibu 
interacted with the volun-

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): The Kohima 
Chakhesang Students’ Union (KCSU) 
organised a seminar about skill devel-
opment on June 23 at the Chakhesang 
Baptist Church Kohima’s conference hall. 
A press updates from the union informed 
on Sunday about the seminar.

Deputy Director R Tsalise and the 
Training Coordinator Menguzelie both 
from the department of Employment, 
Skill Development and Entrepreneur-
ship were the resource speaker.  Speak-

ing during the programme, the resource 
persons challenged the delegates to be 
innovative. Further, they reminded the 
students that government job is not the 
only the way to success but one should 
go beyond that. 

The programme was presided by 
Viewolo Koza, the general secretary of 
KCSU; while invocation was pronounced 
by Vetso Koza youth pastor CBCK.  Presi-
dent of KCSU, Zacusato Theyo addressed 
the welcome.

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of 17th Chizami unit 
has congratulated Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer 
on being appointed as 
the president of BJP of 
Nagaland. A congratula-
tory note from the unit 
expressed confident in 
Longkumer’s leadership. 

The unit hoped that 
the kind of trust placed 
upon Longkumer by the 
central leaders will inspire 
him to continue to pro-
mote unity in the party. 
Further, it added that such 
responsibility upon him 
will be able to help him 
lead the party to prosperi-

ty, well-being, and security 
of the people. The party 
wished him best in his du-
ties and assured their full 
co-operation and dedica-
tion in the days to come.

Further,  the party 
appreciated the People’ 
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment led by Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio and the 
Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Patton for assigning the 
chairman of Nagaland 
Empowerment of People 
through Energy Develop-
ment (NEPeD) to Keve-
chutso Doulo. 

The unit expressed its 
gratitude to the central 
leaders and BJP legislators 

for bestowing their trust in 
his leadership and wished 
Doulo success.

The party also ex-
pressed that it was hon-
oured to work under the 
leadership of Visasolie 
Lhoungu, former president 
of Nagaland state BJP. The 
Mandal thanked him for 
the zeal that he has demon-
strated towards the party. 
BJMM: The Nagaland’s 
Bharatiya Janata Mahila 
Morcha (BJMM) congratu-
lated Temjen Imna Along 
on being appointed as 
the State BJP President. 
The BJMM hopes that the 
party will grow and benefit 
under his leadership.

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): The Chief 
electrical inspector, department of 
power, has issued some useful tips for 
conservation of energy.
Some useful tips
•	 Generate	as	little	trash	as	possible,	

as trash in the land-fills emits large 
quantities of methane and, if it is in-
cinerated, carbon dioxide is released 
in the process.

•	 Do	not	overcook	food.
•	 Cycle	or	walk	to	the	neighbourhood	

market.
•	 Recycle	all	cans,	bottles,	and	plastic	

bags and buy recycled items as far as 
possible.

•	 Cover	while	cooking	or	use	pressure	
cooker to save time and energy.

•	 Switch	off	the	lights	when	not	in	use,	
and turn off the television, computer, 
video games, and other electrical stuff 
when you leave the room.

• Do not leave the refrigerator door open. 
Every time you open the door, upto 
one-third of the cold air can escape.

•	 Hot	food	items	should	be	allowed	
to cool down before placing them 
in the refrigerator. Hot food tends to 
decrease the temperature thereby 
forcing the refrigerator to work harder 
to keep the air cool.

•	 Do	replace	a	burn-out	light	bulb	with	
a new light-emitting diode (LED) bulb.

•	 LED	bulbs	use	80	percent	less	energy	
and they last ten times longer.

•	 Do	remind	grown-ups	to	use	cold	wa-
ter in the washing machine. Hot water 

will not get the clothes any cleaner 
and it wastes a lot of energy.

•	 Do	close	the	curtains	during	hot	sum-
mer days to block the sun. During the 
winter, keep the curtains open.

•	 Instead	of	turning	on	the	heaters,	
wear a sweater or add blanket during 
the cold seasons.

•	 Replace	incandescent	bulbs	with	LED	
bulbs.

•	 Keep	air	conditioning	to	not	less	than	
24o C which is the optimum tempera-
ture at the least cost.

•	 Refrain	from	opening	the	refrigerator	
too often and for too long as this will 
draw extra energy for cooling. At the 
least, keep a container office in the 
freezer.

•	 Run	your	washing	machine	or	dryer	
with full loads.

•	 Computers	use	upto	70%	less	electric-
ity when you put them in sleep mode.

•	 Devices	such	as	TV	sets,	VCRs,	DVD	
players and mobile chargers eat up 
maximum power even on standby. 
Turn these off when not in use.

•	 Do	not	set	hair	dryer	to	the	maximum	
heat setting, not only will you save 
your power bills, but your scalp too.

•	 Iron	a	pile	of	clothes	at	one	go,	instead	
of one or two at a time.

•	 Illuminate	corridors	using	night	lights	
when little light is enough.

•	 Unless	absolutely	necessary	consider	
using a fan to an air conditioner dur-
ing the hot summer seasons.

(Issued in public interest)

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
The Phek Battalion of As-
sam Rifle (AR) conducted 
an awareness programme 
about the government 
schemes at Ziphu village 
in Phek district on June 23. 
A press release from the AR 
informed on Sunday.

The interaction cov-
ered various schemes of 
the central and state gov-
ernment such as Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, 
Mahatma Gandhi Na-

tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme, Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana 
and also about the impor-
tance of Aadhaar Card. 

The lecture was or-
ganised with an aim to 
spread awareness among 
the people residing in the 
remote areas of Nagaland 
of the various schemes of 
the central and state gov-
ernment so as to enable 
them to derive maximum 
benefit out of it. 

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) of Nagaland (Girls) 
battalion under the aegis 
of NCC Group headquar-
ter in Kohima commenced 
ten days long annual train-
ing camp at Loyola Higher 

Secondary School at Ja-
khama from June 23 to 
July 2. Updates on Sunday 
informed.

The main aim of the 
camps was to impart col-
lective training to the ca-
dets with special empha-

sis of the development of 
quality leadership. It focus-
es on the development of 
good character, comrade-
ship, discipline, secular 
outlook, spirit of adven-
ture, sportsmanship, ideals 
of selfless service and so 

Members of the Kohima Press Club on Sun. June 24 pose for a photograph after what they informed was a 
visit to the family of a journalist, late Xavier Rutsa, who passed away on June 11. The KPC members said to 
have expressed their condolences with the bereaved family and paid tributes to their departed colleague, 
updates informed.

Girls from the state’s National Cadet Corps seen in action during their ten-day annual training camp at 
Jakhama, in Kohima.

Assam Rifles officials and villagers seen here during the seminar publicizing 
government schemes in Phek district.

Sharing burden

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.2 18.6 19.1 88 1.6

ZBT 25.2 15.6 21.6 97 12.4

MON 32.2 24 24.8 92 NIL

TUENSANG 21 18.2 16.4 90 13

MKG 27.4 19.2 19.6 75 2.1

PHEK 26.8 20 21.6 85 36.6

KIPHIRE 28 20.4 23.7 79 3.6

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28 20 22.2 76 3.2

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28.2 19.2 24.6 92 3

JALUKIE 29 19 19.4 89 10

MANGKOLEMBA 30 24.2 24 85 3.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur’s DC informs BLO
The deputy commissioner of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel has informed all Booth Level Officers 
of Dimapur district that there will be training at 
the conference hall of Taxes Commissioner of 
Dimapur. The timeline scheduled for each Assem-
bly Constituency (AC) are as follows- Dimapur I, 
Dimapur II, Dimapur III A/C will conduct on June 
26	at	1:30	pm,	12	noon	and	10:30	am	respectively;	
while for the training for Gaspani I and Gaspani II 
A/C	will	be	held	on	June	27	at	12:30	pm	and	11:00	
am respectively. Further, the DC has informed all 
concerned to attend the training. A press release 
from the Department of Information and Public 
Relations informed on Sunday.

DCCI’s office inauguration
The inauguration program of the office of the 
Dimapur Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(DCCI)	will	be	held	on	June	26	at	4:00	pm.	The	new	
office is located next to the Dimapur Post Office, 
first floor at Super Market in Dimapur. A press 
release from the DCCI informed that Hukavi A 
Zhimo, Legal Advisor will be the chief guest for the 
function. Further, all the advisors and office bearers 
of DCCI, presidents and secretaries of all the frontal 
organisations affiliated to DCCI, BAN and EDBA 
and well wishers are requested to attend and grace 
the function.

NEWS IN BRIEF

teers during the camp. He 
reminded them that they 
are saving poor and needy 
people’s life. Also Hibu 
encouraged them to con-
tinue humanity service in 
the days to come. Further, 
he stated that no North-
east patient die for want 
of blood in any hospitals 
of Delhi. 

The minister for Health 
and Family Welfare depart-
ment, S Pangnyu Phom, 
spoke during the camp. 
He stated that health is 
the priority and blood 
donation camp should 
be institutionalised. In-
teracting with the union, 
he emphasised about the 
unity of Nagas in Delhi. 
Further, he assured that 
special provision for the 
poor Naga patient and 
ambulance for emergency 
case shall be considered in 
the capital city.

The union thanked 
Phom for his encourage-
ment towards the union 
and willing to sponsor 
the blood donation camp. 
Besides, The NSUD ex-
pressed their sincere 
gratitude to the Head of 
Department AIIMS Blood 
Bank, New Delhi for their 
assistance.

on. Thus, the camp will be 
a sort of maintaining an all 
round development of the 
cadets’ personality. 

Further, the cadets will 
also be trained in han-
dling weapon, drill, mili-
tary subject, national inte-
gration, and other nation 
building and social service 
activities such as Swaach 
Bharat Abhiyan. 

Colonel Rajeev Kumar, 
the camp commandant, 
has informed that the 
guest lectures by eminent 
personalities will be con-
ducted. Weapon display 
by the battalion and career 
counseling by Assam Ri-
fles are also planned dur-
ing the camp. The NCC girl 
from various institutes in 
Nagaland along with oth-
ers will attend the camp. 

Power dept. issues tips to conserve energy
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Mhathung Yanthan interacting with PWD labourers working on a 
stretch of road between Tsopo and Morakjo village.

P B Acharya handing a letter of appreciation to Bharat Goyal at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima.

Members of the New Market Panchayat and sanitation committee seen here during the launch of a sanitation campaign in Kohima.

Thungben Kikon handing over the Dr. HR Lotha Award for academic excellence to Wonchibemo Murry 
on Sunda June 24

Members of the Wokha district legal service seen here with participants after a programme outside the 
Old Riphyim community hall in Wokha

Resource person and NIHESW officials seen here during the workshop at the DIC conference hall in 
Kohima.

Rev. J Thungjamo Lotha speaking at the spiritual revival programme.

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
Advisor for Horticulture 
Mhathung Yanthan, MLA 
from 39th Sanis assem-
bly constituency, accom-
panied by entourage of 
officials from different 
departments undertook 
an official tour of the con-
stituency and held a series 
of public interactions. 

An e-mailed press re-
lease received here on 
Sunday, while terming 
the said tour as ‘a rare but 
concerned step’, stated 
that 15 villages viz., Pangti, 
Sungro , Ashaa , Sunglup , 
Yonchgucho , Sanis,  Me-
shangpen, Tsopo, Morak-
jo, Longtsung , Chudi  , 
Lotsu , Pyangsa, Moilan, 
Pyotchu were covered 
during the tour. 

Stating that Advisor 
Yanthan “on the second 
leg of his official tour,” vis-
ited almost every village 
under his constituency 
engaged with the people 
and sensitized them about 
the various schemes and 

Advisor Yanthan tours Sanis 
constituency; interacts with public 

Governor lauds student about to 
work on e-governance project 

Locality in Kohima launches litter-free campaign

BTC welcomes new session with spiritual prog

Merit student receives Dr. HR Lotha Award

Senior citizens familiarise with legal entitlements 

NIHESW hosts state-level resource persons’ workshop 

ENSF condemns Aboi incident ; appeals for restraint 
Asks govt. to be ‘good facilitator’ 

Public laments bad road condition, truant of govt. employees, lack of govt. quarters 

STATE

the functioning of the gov-
ernment offices in their 
respective areas. 

Besides, the advisor 

also ascertained the pub-
lic problems, wished and 
aspirations while the ac-
companying officers also 

informed and cleared the 
“misnomers and queries” 
causing developmental 
gaps with regard to their 
respective departments, 
the release stated. 

The advisor also stated 
to have interacted with 
the public and inquired 
about the working of the 
schools, health and an-
gandwadi centres under 
the villages. 

During an interacting 
it was learnt that the aver-
age general complaint was 
about ‘bad road condition, 
non presence of teaching 
and medical staffs in their 
respective work stations, 
lack of staff quarters of 
various departments and 
lack of proper water sup-
ply’.

“In some of the villages 
the communication gap 
between the village coun-
cil authority and the con-
cerned departments were 
also ironed out and the 
informed village authori-
ties were made aware of 

the actions to be taken up 
(sic),” stated the release.  

It also informed that 
the final day of the tour 
culminated with a review 
and update meeting at 
the SDO Office, Sanis. In 
this meeting, the advisor 
addressed the officers for 
‘future coordination and 
engaged with the officers 
in discussing the various 
departmental limitations 
facing the departments 
under the subdivision in 
carrying out their duties’.  

The advisor, on his of-
ficial tour, was accom-
panied by government 
officials - posted under 
Sanis ADC Hq - from the 
district administration, 
DRDA Wokha, Rural De-
velopment, Soil Depart-
ment, NSRLM, Irrigation 
and Flood Control, For-
est Department, Agri De-
partment, PHED, Sanis 
(Wokha), PWD, Electrical, 
Horticulture Department 
and Education depart-
ment etc. 

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
Launching e-governance 
project at Raj Bhavan in 
Kohima, Governor of Na-
galand PB Acharya gave 
appreciation letter to 
Bharat Goyal, a student 
of class-11, Delhi Public 
School, RK Puram, Delhi 
for excellent work as a vol-
unteer. 

He is one of the school 
toppers in class-10 scoring 
98% marks. He is coordina-
tor of Exun Club which is a 
very prestigious informa-

tion technology club. He 
attended national level 
training camp at Chennai 
last month being one of 
the thirty one students se-
lected from all over India, 
a press release received 
from Raj Bhavan on Sun-
day stated.

Bharat has a passion 
for computer science and 
volunteered to work on 
e-governance project that 
included accounting soft-
ware, inventory manage-
ment, provident fund and 

record management sys-
tems besides an app for 
Raj Bhavan in Kohima, it 
informed.

G ov e r n o r  l a u d e d 
Bharat for taking initiative 
to develop interest of stu-
dents in computer science 
and his motivational power 
point presentation on “Ca-
reer in Information Tech-
nology for Digital India” 
to toppers of class-x and 
XII students of Nagaland 
Board of School Education 
at a function at Raj Bhavan. 

Kohima, June 24 (EMN): With a call 
to generate awareness on sanita-
tion and sensitise residents on 
cleanliness, the sanitation commit-
tee of New Market in Kohima has 
launched a litter-free campaign at 
its Panchayat Hall on June 23. 

During the event, the chair-
man of New Market Panchayat, 
Ruokuobeizo Nyusou formally de-
clared the colony as ‘litter-free zone’ 
and urged the citizens to cooperate, 
work together and contribute to-
wards the cleanliness of the capital 
town.

He informed that the litter-free 
zone program was a part of govern-
ment policy and the Kohima Munic-
ipal Council (KMC) would inspect 
the locality every six months and 
reward the cleanest colony among 
the 19 wards under Kohima. 

The chairman also stressed on 

the need to create awareness on 
cleanliness to the schools in the 
colony. He encouraged the gather-
ing to approach others to clean up 
their environment, if they see any-
one dropping litter so that everyone 
may benefit, adopt and implement 
good examples.

While stating that cleanliness 
begins at home, the chairman ap-
pealed to all to stop littering and 
start the practice of cleanliness from 
their family. 

“Let’s keep ourselves healthy, 
follow government policy and be 
influencers to lead by setting good 
examples,” Nyusou said.

Joint secretary for Land Resourc-
es Development, Kovi Meyase, who 
also spoke on the occasion, asked 
the sanitation committee to sensi-
tize shopkeepers to have sufficient 
waste bins. He also asked them to 

approach the All Nagaland Tai As-
sociation to provide taxi drivers with 
dustbins as most of the complaints 
of littering come from the taxi stand 
under the colony jurisdiction.

He further encouraged the com-
mittee to organise more such aware-
ness programs in future as well. 

Vice-chairman New Market 
Panchayat, Zerüzo Suohu extended 
appreciation for the litter-free pro-
gram. 

The sanitation committee dis-
tributed banners and hoardings 
some of which read ‘I love my New 
Market, please keep our colony 
litter-free’, ‘Cleanliness and good 
sanitation in schools is a matter of 
high importance’,  ‘The objective 
of cleaning is not just to clean but 
to feel happiness living within the 
environment’ etc. to be installed at 
various locations in the colony.

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): The 
Eastern Naga Students’ Federation 
(ENSF) has vehemently condemned 
the recent Aboi incident between 
NSCN (K) and security forces which 
claimed the lives of three Indian se-
curity forces.

 The federation said that the inci-
dent has only created more sense of 
insecurity and fear psychosis in the 
minds of innocent populace.

A  press release issued by the 
ENSF President Sepili Sangtam and 
General Secretary Choba Chang, 
while condemning the incident, 
called upon the parties concerned 
to ‘uphold the Tuensang resolution 
in letter and spirit, wherein ENPO 
jurisdiction was declared a peace 
zone’.

While saying that the ENPO ju-
risdiction, for the past few months, 
has become a battlefield for the Naga 
political groups (NPG) and security 

forces creating a sense of insecurity 
and fear psychosis among the people, 
the ENSF asserted that the federation 
‘cannot afford to let it continue’.

As a student’s organization, it is 
much concerned with the situation 
within its  jurisdiction and therefore 
bound to respond, the E NSF said.

“Peaceful existence and safe en-
vironment for its citizens is one of 
the many priorities of the Federa-
tion,” said the ENSF while making a 
clarion call to all the NPG and the 
security forces to maintain maximum 
restraint from violence. 

“Violence only complicates the 
prevailing situation. Moreover, vio-
lence will sabotage the freedom to 
live without fear in our own home-
land,” stated the ENSF.

In the same vein, the federation 
asked the  government of Nagaland 
to be a good facilitator between the 
Government of India and the NSCN  

in the interest of the Nagas. 
Expressing concern over the fre-

quent outbreak of clashes between 
the “Naga Political Group (NSCN-K) 
and Security Forces particularly in 
Eastern Nagaland”, the ENSF de-
manded that the state government 
‘as a facilitator should be more prag-
matic rather than just being resolute 
and appealing’.  

“The GoN should understand 
that peace is pre-requisite for devel-
opment and growth as a society and 
therefore should be sincerely dealt 
with,” it stated.  

Meanwhile, the ENSF also ap-
pealed to the NSCN (K) to reconsider 
its decision and return to peace talks. 

The federation appealed the 
NSCN (K) to acknowledge the desire 
of common Nagas to have a peaceful 
atmosphere and expressed optimism 
that the organization would accept 
the ENSF’s appeal in good faith.

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
With the begining of the 
new academic session of 
the college, Baptist Theo-
logical College conducted 
a spiritual awakening pro-
gramme from June 22-24.
Rev. J Thungjamo Lotha 
and Rev. Zunecho Thingo 
were the speakers for the 
event.

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, speakers spoke 
on topics related to revival 
of spiritual life, overcom-
ing temptation, bearing 
the fruit of the spirit and 

reward in heaven. 
Rev. J.  Thungjamo 

Lotha, former NBCC youth 
secretary who is presently 
working as missionary 
in Bhutan and Sikkim, 
encouraged the students 
and faculty ‘not to yield to 
temptation but bear the 
fruit of the spirit and get 
reward from heaven.’ 

Bible study was led 
by Rev. Dr. Yiepetso We-
zah and Khrotsolo-u Teno 
while Z K Pahrü deliv-
ered short talk on spiritual 
gifts.

Our correspondent
Wokha, June 24 (EMN): Wonchibemo 
Murry who secured the highest percentage 

among the students of Wokha village in the 
recently declared HSLC result on Sunday 
June 24, received the Dr. HR Lotha Award 

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
The Wokha District Legal 
Services Authority (WDL-
SA) in collaboration with 
the Office of the District 
Welfare Officer organised 
legal awareness for senior 
citizens at Old Riphyim 
Community hall on June 
23.

Speaking on NALSA 
scheme 2016, Meribemo 
Lotha, Panel Lawyer WDL-
SA said that senior citizens 
are considered to be the 
protector of the society 
because of their vast expe-
rience and knowledge. He 
lamented that however, 
they are subjected to so-
cial, physical, mental and 
economical abuse by their 
own family members.

He appraised that 
the NALSA scheme has 
been implemented by 
legal services to assist the 
senior citizen about their 
entitlements under vari-
ous laws and government 
schemes. 

Highlighting that a 
secular law which applies 

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Institute of 
Health, Environment & So-
cial Welfare (NIHESW) of 
Kohima on June 22 hosted 
a state state level resource 
persons’ workshop of the 
National Children Science 
Congress (NCSC) in the 
DIC Conference Hall in 
Kohima. Jayanta Kumar 
Sharma, member of the 
National Academy Com-
mittee of the NCSC was the 
resource person. 

A press release received 
here on Sunday from the 
NCSC informed that the 
central theme of the NCSC 
for the year 2018-19 is “Sci-
ence, Technology and In-
novation for Clean, Green 
and Healthy Nation.” 

The state coordinator 
of NCSC, Santu Thapa has 
infromed that children 
from all over the coun-
try will work and present 

for academic excellence 
during the church service 
at Wokha Village Baptist 
Ekumkho (Church). The 
award carried a cash and a 
certificate.

The pastor of  the 
church, Thungben Kikon  
said the Lt. Dr. HR Lotha 
Award for academic ex-
cellence which has been 
practicing for more than 
a decade in the village by 
the family members of 
Dr. Lotha was to honour 
young dedicate students. 

It is also to encourage 
the students from the 
village to perform and 
produce good results, he 
added.

Wokha Village Bap-
tist Ekumkho (Church), 
Wokha Village Govern-
ment Employees Union, 
Wokha Village council 
and first MBBS and first 
class-1 gazetted officers 
from Wokha Village also 
felicitated Murry.

across all religion and sec-
tion of the society under 
sec 125 to 128 Crpc for 
maintenance and welfare 
of the senior citizen. He 
further said that the sec-
tion enables the father or 
mother, who is unable to 
maintain himself or herself 
to claim maintenance from 
their sons or daughters if 
they refuse or neglect to 
maintain their parents. 

Informing about the 
old age pension scheme, 

Nribemo Shitiri, senior HA 
and Zubemo Jami, Senior 
Welfare Inspector, Social 
Welfare department told 
that as per the scheme eve-
ry eligible senior citizens 
are entitled for the benefit. 
However, they said due to 
constrain of funds from the 
government many benefi-
ciaries could not avail the 
benefits from the scheme. 

They informed that 
June 30 is the last date for 
submissions of bank ac-

count number by the ben-
eficiaries. In this regard, 
beneficiaries are requested 
to submit the same. Speak-
ing on role and activities of 
WDLSA, Retainer Lawyer 
Gracy Ezung, informed 
that the legal services au-
thority provides justice to 
the poor, illiterate, down-
trodden and weaker sec-
tion of the society. She said 
that the WDLSA such as-
sistance are provided free 
of cost. 

projects under the men-
tioned theme at the dis-
trict, state and national 
level congress. The NCSC 
is a programme of the NC-
STC, DST, Govt. of India. 

Introduction to the 

NCSC was presented by 
State Academic Coordi-
nator Dr. Pallav Chang-
kakotti.

The inaugural pro-
gramme was presided over 
by State Coordinator Santu 

Thapa while welcome ad-
dress was delivered by Di-
rector NIHESW Dr. Vizovol 
Mekro and vote of thanks 
was proposed by General 
Secretary NIHESW Kezevi-
tonou Pienyu.  
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Guwahati, June 24 (PTI): Social 
organizations, media houses and 
student communities in Assam 
are working to create awareness 
on responsible use of network-
ing websites, in the aftermath of 
the recent lynching episode in 
the state, fuelled by circulation of 
rumours.

Nilotpal Das (29), a sound en-
gineer, and Abhijeet Nath (30), 
a businessman, were on June 8 
pulled out of their vehicle at Pan-
juri in Karbi Anglong district and 
beaten to death by a mob, who 
suspected them to be child-lifters, 
following dissemination of fake 
news on social media.

The incident prompted a local 
media house to launch ‘FakeMat’ 
campaign here to increase aware-
ness about the dangers of “rumour 
mongering” on digital platforms.

The campaign aims to engage 
with the youth, who are active us-
ers of the internet, through various 
platforms like the digital and social 
media, outdoor and print media 

and on-ground activities, the man-
aging director of ‘G Plus’, Sunit Jain, 
told PTI.

“I request people not to spread 
fake news as we have seen that 
such news can lead to tragic situa-
tions,” Assam Health and Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said, supporting the campaign.

An online crusade has also 
been initiated by Gauhati Univer-
sity Postgraduate Students’ Union 
(PGSU).

“We have taken a pledge not 
to circulate unverified informa-
tion, to create awareness among 
the backward sections, maintain 
peace and harmony in all situa-
tions and not take law in one’s own 
hand under any circumstance,” 
PGSU general secretary Monjit 
Sarma said.

Assam police had said in the 
past that student communities 
would be involved in creating 
awareness on social media use.

The editor of web magazine 
‘Thumbprint’, Teresa Rahman, 

along with others, have recently 
reached out to rural schools in the 
state to give them lessons in “judi-
cious use” of online platforms.

“It is amazing that the school 
children are well aware of the busi-
ness of fake news. We urged them 
to develop rational thinking and 
not allow social media to enslave 
them,” she said.

Rahman also said that more 
rural schools would be brought un-
der the ambit of the initiative in the 
near future and hoped that the stu-
dents would in turn educate other 
members of their communities.

Post the lynching incident, the 
Assam police has upgraded and 
strengthened its social media pres-
ence by launching a special unit for 
cyber patrolling - ‘Nagarik Mitra’ 
- to thwart any attempt to spread 
hatred or rumours.

Additional Director General of 
Police (Security) Harmeet Singh, 
who is in-charge of monitoring so-
cial media, said the “Assam police 
smart social media centre” would 

be a platform for “providing cred-
ible information” to the citizens.

“Social media has both positive 
and negative ramifications and our 
objective is to sensitize citizens 
against those who use social media 
for nefarious, anti-social and anti-
national activities,” he added.

Lurinjyoti Gogoi, the general 
secretary of All Assam Students Un-
ion, said they would soon launch a 
full-fledged campaign against any 
news that may “weaken” the As-
samese society.

“Even now, many of our units 
at the grassroot level are conduct-
ing campaigns against harmful 
practices. But we will soon launch 
a full-fledged campaign across the 
state to ensure that quality value 
education are imparted to the 
younger generation,” he asserted.

The campaign will focus on 
ensuring that students from all 
sections are better equipped to 
deal with any type of misinforma-
tion that can harm people and the 
Assamese society as a whole, Gogoi 

added.
Political and social activist 

Tinat Atifa Masood shared similar 
views.

It is the responsibility of every 
citizen to make sure that they do 
not forward “anything and every-
thing” to a group or an individual 
on social media as it could cost 
some people their lives.

“We demand that severe pun-
ishment be meted out to those 
who indulge in such acts, which 
will be a precedent for others who 
might be nurturing similar plans 
to create unrest in the future,” she 
added.

The lynching of the two young 
men in Karbi Anglong district 
had rocked Assam earlier this 
month, prompting Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal to person-
ally monitor the progress of the 
investigation.

Altogether, 64 people, includ-
ing the prime accused, have been 
arrested so far for their involve-
ment in the case.

Guwahati, June 24 (PTI): 
Amid tight vigil, pilgrims 
and devotees from across 
the country and abroad 
have thronged the Ka-
makahya Temple atop the 
Nilachal Hill here to offer 
prayers on the occasion 
of the annual Ambubachi 
Mela.

The fair, promoted as 
an integral part of ‘religious 
tourism’ by the Assam gov-
ernment, began on June 
22 with the closing of the 
temple doors for four days.

Huge number of devo-
tees have flocked the tem-
ple, one of the 51 Shakti 
Pithas, to attend the festi-
val, which was formally in-
augurated by Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal 
on June 21.

The CM had said that 
the state government made 
elaborate arrangements for 
the devotees for their “safe, 
comfortable and memo-
rable” stay here during the 
Ambubachi Mela.

He also hoped the 
devotees would pray to 
Goddess Kamakhya for 
her “blessings to empower 
the country through love, 

peace, mutual respect, 
trust and cooperation”.

The administration has 
taken measures to ensure 
smooth flow of devotees 
to and from the temple 
during the festival, includ-
ing ferry services, health 
camps, cleanliness meas-
ures, security and surveil-
lance, lodging arrange-
ments and cultural events, 
a government official said.

Five major camps have 

been set up by the govern-
ment to distribute food and 
water among the pilgrims, 
he added.

City Commissioner 
Hiren Nath said security 
has been tightened with 
the entire area divided into 
14 sectors, six of which 
are being looked after by a 
Superintendent of Police-
rank officer.

The authorities have 
also deployed nearly 200 

volunteers, placed 400 
CCTV cameras at strate-
gic positions, set up three 
control rooms and sev-
eral child rescue booths, 
he added.

To u r i s m  Mi n i s t e r 
Chandan Brahma affirmed 
that his department has 
been taking various steps 
to promote and propa-
gate ‘religious and spiritual 
tourism’ across the state 
with the Kamakhya Tem-

ple being the prime focus, 
mainly due to its popularity 
among people.

The state government 
has plans to turn the festi-
val as a major congregation 
of different faiths to create a 
“cohesive atmosphere” and 
send across the message of 
“integration”, Assam Tour-
ism Development Corpo-
ration (ATDC) Chairman 
Jayanta Malla Barua said. 
Prasenjit Sarmah, a priest 
at the temple, said the Mela 
has been organised in a 
meticulous manner this 
year, the premises are be-
ing continuously cleaned 
and measures are being 
taken for the convenience 
of the devotees.

During the four-day 
Ambubachi festival, Devi 
Kamakhya is believed to go 
through her annual cycle of 
menstruation.

The doors of the temple 
are closed for the devotees 
and regular rituals are sus-
pended for four days.

On the fifth day, de-
votes are allowed to enter 
the temple only after the 
‘shuddhi’ or the ritualistic 
bath of the Devi.

Imphal, June 24 (IANS): The Collector of a 
Manipur district bordering Myanmar on Sun-
day said a part of Indian territory has been 
encroached upon and he has refused to sign a 
Survey of India report certifying the location of 
the pillars demarcating the border.

Tengnoupal Collector A. Tombikanta told 
IANS that he is seeking to have the exact loca-
tions of the boundary pillars verified following 
complaints from residents of Kwatha Khunou 
village that boundary pillar No 81 is located in-
side the village, three km inside Indian territory.

He said that since May 22, the day he was 
posted to Tengnoupal, he has been under pres-
sure, including from the state Home Depart-
ment, to sign documents to the effect that there 
is no dispute over the territory.

However Tombikanta said that while the 
documents concern the location of boundary 
pillar No 81, he has also suggested to the govern-
ment in his report that the locations of boundary 
pillars No 82 and 83 should also be checked. 

Kwatha Khunnou residents say boundary 
pillar No 81 and other sub pillars are located 
within the village, and claimed that they were 
not informed of the location of the new bound-
ary.

Itanagar, June 24 (PTI): Security forces in 
Arunachal Pradesh has apprehended an 
over-ground worker of NSCN (IM) dur-
ing an operation at Longding district on 
Saturday.
Based on specific intelligence inputs, 
the Longding Battalion of Assam Rifles 
yesterday launched an operation and 
apprehended the cadre of the outlawed 
outfit, Kohima-based Defence Spokes-
man Colonel Shiranjeet Konwer said.

During interrogation, the cadre admitted 
that he terrorised people in the district to 
extort money for the outfit, he said.
The Longding battalion, under the aegis 
of Dao Division of the Indian Army, has 
been carrying out relentless operations 
in south Arunachal Pradesh to maintain 
peace in the area, Konwer said, adding 
that yesterday’s arrest would go a long 
way in creating fear among the “anti-
national” elements in the district.

New Delhi, June 24 (IANS): Alleg-
ing authorities bias in compiling 
the national register of citizens 
(NRC) in Assam, the CPI-M on 
Sunday accused the ruling BJP of 
“playing with emotive issues” in 
the state for electoral gains.

It said that the proposed 
amendment to the Citizenship Act 
on the basis of religious affinity 
of the people was “straining the 
already fragile unity of the people 
in Assam”. 

“Religious and linguistic mi-
norities are under severe pressure 

due to incomplete and deliberate 
discrimination in the process 
of the updating of the national 
register of citizens (NRC) and the 
category of doubtful voters,” the 
Communist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) said at the conclusion of 
its three-day Central Committee 
meeting wherein the issue was 
discussed. “The unity of the people 
belonging to different religions, 
languages and ethnicity must be 
the foremost objective. Playing 
with emotive issues for electoral 
gains by the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) and RSS is worsening the 
situation,” it said.

“The CPI-M opposes any 
amendment based on the religious 
affiliation of the people to deter-
mine their citizenship,” it added.

On electoral reforms, the CPI-
M reiterated its demand of scrap-
ping the electoral bonds scheme. 

The party said it would con-
duct a nationwide campaign and 
organize seminars/conventions/
public meetings demanding ur-
gent electoral reforms. 

“This will include the propa-

gation of the CPI-M stand for 
proportional representation with 
partial list system in the elections. 
This campaign will also highlight 
the need for making funding of 
political parties transparent and 
demand the withdrawal of the 
electoral bonds introduced by 
the Narendra Modi government 
as also the amendment made to 
the FCRA which is only legalizing 
political corruption,” it said. 

This campaign for electoral 
reforms will be conducted in the 
coming three months, it said. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 24 (EMN): 
The 84th foundation day 
and the 83rd annual sitting 
of the Manipuri Sahitya 
Parishad (MSP) came to an 
end by holding an award 
presentation ceremony 
at Maharaja Chandrakirti 
Auditorium Palace Com-
pound in Imphal on Sun-
day.

The governor of Ma-

nipur Dr. Najma Heptulla, 
was the chief guest of the 
event; Arts and Culture 
minister, L Jayentakumar 
as guest of honour; and 
president of MSP, Prof. 
Kangjam Ibohal Singh, as 
functional president.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dr. Heptulla said, 
“literature reflects the level 
of civilisation. The human 
society attains and consti-

tutes an eloquent index to 
gauge the march of human 
progress intellectually and 
materially.”

Asserting that MSP is 
an organisation of iconic 
stature, devoted to the de-
velopment of Manipuri 
language, literature, and 
culture, the governor stated 
that it has come a long way 
since 1935 when the idea 
of establishing the organi-
sation was born. “Since 
then, it has led a chequered 
life working tirelessly to 
promote and propagate 
Manipuri language and 
literature,” she added.

The governor remind-
ed the key role played by 
Parsihad in the movement 
for inclusion of Manipuri 
language in the 8th Sched-
ule of the Constitution of 
India and said that since 
then the language found 
a place in the list of Indian 
languages recognized by 
the Sahitya Akademi.

Minister  Jayenta-
k u m a r  h a n d e d  ov e r 
a cheque of INR 5 lakh 
to the MSP. The awards 
including upadhis, gold 
medal, and cash prizes 
were distributed to 32 
awardees in diverse fields.

EM Images

Popular veteran singer Yangnu Golmei (R) being presented Sangeet 
Bhusan award on the concluding day of Manipuri Sahitya Parishad an-
nual sitting in Imphal on Sunday. 

PTI

Thousands of devotees throng the Kamakhya temple during the ongoing Ambubachi Mela, in Guwahati on 
Sunday, June 24, 2018.

Mirror Crossword 1859sud0ku 1699
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1858

ACROSS
1. Trudges
6. Required (abbrev.)
10. Self-satisfied
14. “Bolero” composer Maurice 

_____
15. Male singing range
16. Small prison room
17. Muse of lyric poetry
18. Knock out (slang)
19. Forearm bone
20. Sellers
22. MASH star ______ Stevenson
24. 17th letter of the Greek 

alphabet (plural)
25. Comedian Dennis and 

Bandleader Glenn
26. Singer ______ Crow
29. City in Yemen
30. Sharpen
31. Extoling
37. With
39. Even score in golf
40. Particular design or style
41. Lagging of an effect behind a 

cause
44. Wander
45. Hyperbolic tangent
46. Made of wool
48. Beached
52. Artistic and literary movement
53. Ensembles
54. Sharing the same name
58. Debts
59. “Smallest” particle
61. As a substitute
62. Final
63. Successful stroke
64. Carry out duties
65. French for “Summers”
66. Knows or understands (Scottish)
67. Proto-Indo-European language 

DOWN
1. Present (abbrev.)
2. Poem by Byron
3. Egg-shaped
4. Preventing or discouraging

5. Splashy
6. Garden tools
7. Style
8. Quantity (abbrev.)
9. Condemning
10. Small oar
11. Skirmish
12. Pertaining to a forearm bone
13. Small mass of erectile tissue
21. Small burrowing animal
23. Assert
25. Natives of New Zealand

26. Once ruled Iran
27. Sacred
28. Son of Seth
29. Cut with a knife
32. Tip over
33. Persian religion founder
34. False god
35. Actress ____ Campbell
36. Narrow valley (Gaelic)
38. Outfit (slang) 
42. Pillage
43. Propelled oneself through 

water
47. Crimean city
48. Nimble
49. Dutch silver coin
50. Wake
51. Expels
52. Mutes or moistens
54. Person, place or thing
55. Ethereal
56. Tropical Pacific shrub
57. Biblical garden
60. Found on a foot

solutions to suD0ku 1698

Assam lynching: Media houses, students 
launch campaigns on social media use 

Pilgrims throng Kamakhya temple in Assam to attend annual fair

Manipur collector 
claims Indian territory 
encroached upon

NSCN(IM) cadre arrested in Arunachal

CPI-M accuses BJP of ‘playing with emotive issues’ in AssamLiterature reflects the level of 
civilisation — Manipur gov. 



5SCIENCE & TECH
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, June 25, 2018

Astronomers identify 
nearly 80 exoplanets 
in record time

Researchers create world’s smallest ‘computer’

Scientists develop 
stealth sheet to escape 
infrared cameras

Nearly 70% teenagers wish 
to curb smartphone use - Survey

Drinking four cups of coffee daily may help protect your heart

Washington, June 23 (IANS): Scientists 
have discovered nearly 80 new planetary 
candidates, amid some 50,000 stars, in a 
record two weeks after the data from the K2 
mission’s -- the follow-up mission to NASA’s 
Kepler Space Telescope -- was available.

The discovery was based on the analay-
sis of data from K2’s 16th and 17th observing 
campaigns, known as C16 and C17. 

It typically takes sever-
al months to a year for 
scientists to analyse 
graphs of light inten-
sity called “light-
curves” from the 
tens of thou-
sands of stars to 
find exoplanet 
candidates.

Using ex-
isting tools, the 
researchers 
a t  M a s -
sachusetts 
Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) iden-
tified the planetary 
candidates in just 
two weeks. 

The rapid search through 
“lightcurves” from each of the 50,000 
stars showed 30 “highest-quality” planet 
candidates whose periodic signatures are 
especially likely to be caused by transiting 
planets, 48 more ambiguous events that 
may be either planets or false positives, 164 
eclipsing binaries, and 231 other regularly 
periodic variable sources, the team reported 
in the paper published in The Astronomical 
Journal.

Such a fast planet-search enables as-
tronomers to follow up with ground-based 
telescopes much sooner than they other-
wise would, giving them a chance to catch a 
glimpse of planetary candidates before the 
Earth passes by that particular patch of sky 
on its way around the sun, said Ian Cross-
field, Assistant Professor at MIT.

Such speed will also be a neces-
sity when scientists start re-

ceiving data f r o m 
NASA’s Transit-

ing Exo-
planet Sur-

vey Satellite 
( TESS) which 

is designed to 
monitor nearby 
stars in 30-day 
swaths and will 
ultimately cover 
nearly the entire 
sky.

Further, the 
scientists also re-

ported the discovery 
of a likely planet that 

orbits the star HD 73344 
which would be the brightest 

planet host ever discovered by the 
K2 mission.

The brightness of this star, combined 
with the speed with which its planetary 
candidate was identified, can help astrono-
mers quickly zero in on even more specific 
features of this system, Crossfield said.

“We found one of the most exciting plan-
ets that K2 has found in its entire mission, 
and we did it more rapidly than any effort 
has done before,” he added.

Chicago, June 23 (IANS): Research-
ers at the University of Michigan 
(UM) in the US have come out with 
the world’s smallest “computer” -- a 
device measuring just 0.3 mm to a 
side, completely dwarfed by a grain 
of rice.

Unlike traditional desktops that 
retain their program and data with 
or without a power back-up, these 
new microdevices lose all prior 
programming and data as soon as 
they are switched off, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“We are not sure if they should 
be called computers or not. It’s more 

of a matter of opinion whether they 
have the minimum functionality 
required,” said David Blaauw, a pro-
fessor of electrical and computer en-
gineering, who led the development 
of the new system. In addition to the 
RAM and photovoltaics, the new mi-
cro-computing device -- Michigan 
Micro Mote -- has processors and 
wireless transmitters and receivers. 

As the Motes are too small to 
have conventional radio antennae, 
they receive and transmit data with 
visible light. A base station provides 
light for power and programming, 
and it receives the data.

Designed as a precision tem-
perature sensor, the new device 
converts temperatures into time 
intervals, defined with electronic 
pulses. The intervals are measured 
on-chip against a steady time inter-
val sent by the base station and then 
converted into a temperature.

As a result, the computer can re-
port temperatures in minuscule re-
gions, such as a cluster of cells, with 
an error of about 0.1 degree Celsius.

The system is very flexible and 
could be reimagined for a variety of 
purposes. 

The device can help in oncology 

research. “Since the temperature 
sensor is small and biocompatible, 
we can implant it into a mouse 
where cancer cells are growing,” 
said Gary Luker, a UM professor 
of radiology and biomedical engi-
neering.

“We are using this temperature 
sensor to investigate variations in 
temperature within a tumour ver-
sus normal tissue and if we can use 
changes in temperature to deter-
mine success or failure of therapy.”

The study was presented on 
Thursday at the 2018 Symposia on 
VLSI Technology and Circuits.

Washington, June 24 (IANS): American researchers have 
developed a stealth sheet that can help objects and people to 
hide from infrared cameras, a media report said.

The new stealth sheet, described this week in the jour-
nal Advanced Engineering Materials, offered substantial 
improvements over the heat-masking technologies, Xinhua 
news agency reported. Warm objects like human bodies or 
tank engines emit heat as infrared light. Infrared cameras are 
the heat-sensing eyes that help drones find their targets even 
in the dead of night or through heavy fog.

Less than one millimeter thick, the sheet absorbs ap-
proximately 94 per cent of the infrared light it encounters and 
trapping so much light means that warm objects beneath 
the cloaking material become almost completely invisible 
to infrared detectors, according to the study. To trap infrared 
light, Jiang and his colleagues turned to a unique material 
called black silicon, which is commonly incorporated into 
solar cells. 

“What we have shown is an ultrathin stealth sheet. Right 
now, what people have is much heavier metal armor or ther-
mal blankets,” said Jiang Hongrui, professor of electrical and 
computer engineering at the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison. “It’s a matter of the weight, the cost and ease of use.”

Also, the stealth material can strongly absorb light in the 
so-called mid- and long-wavelength infrared range, the type 
of light emitted by objects at approximately human body 
temperature.

By incorporating electronic heating elements into the 
stealth sheet, the researchers have also created a high-tech 
disguise for tricking infrared cameras.

“You can intentionally deceive an infrared detector by 
presenting a false heat signature,” said Jiang. “It could con-
ceal a tank by presenting what looks like a simple highway 
guardrail.”

Black silicon absorbs light because it consists of millions 
of microscopic needles called nanowires, all pointing upward 
like a densely-packed forest. Incoming light reflects back and 
forth between the vertical spires, bouncing around within the 
material instead of escaping. The scientists boosted its ab-
sorptive properties by tweaking the method through which 
they created their material.

“We didn’t completely reinvent the whole process, but we 
did extend the process to much taller nanowires,” said Jiang.

They made those nanowires by using tiny particles of sil-
ver to help etch down into a thin layer of solid silicon, which 
resulted in a thicket of tall needles. Both the nanowires and 
the silver particles contribute to absorbing infrared light.

The researchers’ black silicon also has a flexible backing 
interspersed with small air channels. Those air channels 
prevent the stealth sheet from heating up too quickly as it 
absorbs infrared light.

New York, June 22 (IANS): 
While the sales of the smart-
phone industry may be 
thriving, nearly 70 per cent 
of teenagers have attempt-
ed to reduce the time they 
spend on their smartphone, 
finds a survey.

The survey, conducted 
by Screen Education -- a US-
based non-profit, showed 
that 65 per cent teenagers 
wish that they were better 
able to self-limit the time 
they spend on their smart-
phone.

While 26 per cent wish 
someone would limit the 
time they spend on their 
smartphone for them as 
they are unable to do so 
themselves, 37 per cent have 
tried to persuade a friend to 
reduce the time they spend 
on their smartphone.

Further, 35 per cent of 
the teenagers rued that they 
are unable to do things they 

New Delhi, June 20 (India 
Science Wire): India’s new-
est telescope has started 
observing the skies.

The telescope located 
at the Indian Astronomical 
Observatory (IAO) at Hanle 
in Ladakh is the country’s 
first robotic telescope and 
the first one designed to ob-
serve dynamic or transient 
events in the universe.

“The telescope saw its 
first light on the night of 
June 12,” G C Anupama, 
in-charge of IAO and the 
Centre for Research and 
Education in Science and 
Technology (CREST) at Indi-
an Institute of Astrophysics 
(IIA) Bangalore, told India 
Science Wire. Young astron-
omers who were in Hanle 
are excited over the develop-
ment. “For the first light, tar-
gets were chosen from the 
Messier catalog - a catalog of 
nearby, bright astronomical 
sources accessible from the 
northern hemisphere. These 
chosen regions are not only 
rich in stars, thereby allow-
ing for various image qual-
ity tests but are also visually 
stunning,” recalled Atharva 
Patil, a project student and 
Shubham Srivastav, a post-
doctoral fellow - both from 
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy Bombay- while speak-
ing to India Science Wire. 
Both were involved with the 
installation of the telescope.

Called GROWTH-India, 
the facility at Hanle is part 
of a multi-country collabo-
rative initiative known as 
‘Global Relay of Observa-
tories Watching Transients 
Happen’ (GROWTH) to ob-
serve transient events in the 
universe. The fully robotic 
optical research telescope is 

India’s first robotic telescope opens its eyes to the universe

designed to capture cosmic 
events occurring in times-
cales much shorter than 
light years – years, days and 
even hours.

“For the first light, tar-
gets were chosen from the 
Messier catalog - a catalog of 
nearby, bright astronomical 
sources accessible from the 
northern hemisphere. These 
chosen regions are not only 
rich in stars, thereby allow-
ing for various image qual-
ity tests but are also visually 
stunning “

Universities and re-
search institutes from the 
US, the UK, Japan, India, 
Germany, Taiwan and Israel 
are part of the initiative. The 
primary research objective 
of the project is time domain 
astronomy, which entails 
the study of explosive tran-
sients and variable sources 
in the universe.

“Together with partner 

telescopes strategically lo-
cated around the world, we 
can continuously monitor 
any interesting object in the 
sky - uninterrupted by day-
light,” explained Anupama.

The Rs 3.5 crore tele-
scope is a joint project of 
the Bangalore-based Indian 
Institute of Astrophysics 
(IIA) and the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology Bombay 
(IITB). The project is fully 
funded by the Science and 
Engineering Research Board 
(SERB) of the Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST) under the PIRE 
project, administered by 
Indo US Science and Tech-
nology Forum. Anupama 
of IIA and Varun Bhalerao 
of IIT Bombay are the prin-
cipal investigators of the 
project in India.

The 70 cm robotic tel-
escope joins other larger 
facilities at IAO in Hanle 

- the Himalayan Chandra 
Telescope, the gamma-ray 
array telescope (HAGAR), 
and the imaging Cherenkov 
telescope (MACE). The tel-
escope is expected to gen-
erate enormous amounts 
of data - over one thousand 
gigabytes in a year.

The telescope has a sen-
sitive camera capable of 
detecting even the faintest 
transients found by partner 
survey telescopes such as 
the Zwicky Transient Facil-
ity at Palomar, California. 
It is also is programmed to 
directly communicate with 
different ground-based and 
space-based surveys search-
ing for transient sources.

Transients often leave 
signatures in various elec-
tromagnetic wavelength 

bands, which astronomers 
try to capture using tele-
scopes that are sensitive 
to a variety of wavelengths 
– from gamma-rays to in-
fra-red. Transient surveys 
involve scanning a part of 
the sky, moving on to oth-
er areas, returning to the 
first part repeatedly and 
comparing images to see 
changes such as increase 
or decrease in brightness of 
a source. Telescopes dedi-
cated for transient surveys 
are usually small, wide-field 
instruments.

“Our primary science 
goals are studying electro-
magnetic counterparts to 
gravitational wave sources, 
young supernovae and near 
earth asteroids,” Anupama 
added.

Berlin, June 22 (PTI): Drinking 
about four cups of coffee every 
day can protect you from heart 
diseases, say scientists who have 
found that caffeine promotes the 
movement of a regulatory protein 
into mitochondria, enhancing 
their function and protecting 
cardiovascular cells from dam-
age. Caffeine consumption has 
been associated with lower risks 
for multiple diseases, including 
type II diabetes, heart disease, 
and stroke, but the mechanism 
underlying these protective effects 
has been unclear.

The study, published in the 
journal PLOS Biology, a protein 
called p27, known mainly as an 
inhibitor of the cell cycle, was 
present in mitochondria in the 
major cell types of the heart. In 

these cells, mitochondrial p27 
promoted migration of endothe-
lial cells, protected heart muscle 
cells from cell death, and triggered 
the conversion of fibroblasts into 
cells containing contractile fibers- 
all crucial for repair of heart mus-
cle after myocardial infarction.

Researchers, including those 
from IUF-Leibniz Research Insti-
tute for Environmental Medicine 
in Germany, found that caffeine-
induced the movement of p27 
into mitochondria, setting off this 
beneficial chain of events, and 
did so at a concentration that is 
reached in humans by drinking 
four cups of coffee. Caffeine was 
protective against heart damage 
in pre-diabetic, obese mice, and 
in aged mice.

Researchers said that in hu-

mans, the protective effect was 
reached at a concentration equiv-
alent to consumption of four cups 
of coffee, suggesting the effect may 
be physiologically rele-
vant “Our results indi-
cate a new mode of 
action for caffeine, 
one that promotes 
protection and re-
pair of heart muscle 
through the ac-
tion of mito-
chondrial 
p27,” said 
J u d i t h 
Haendel-
er,  from 
Heinrich-
Heine-Uni-
versity in Ger-
many. “These results 

should lead to better strategies 
for protecting heart muscle from 
damage, including consideration 

of coffee 

consumption or caffeine as an 
additional dietary factor in the 
elderly population,” said Haen-
deler. “Furthermore, enhancing 
mitochondrial p27 could serve as 
a potential therapeutic strategy 
not only in cardiovascular diseases 
but also in improving healthspan,” 
she said.

ought to because of spend-
ing increasing time on their 
phones, while 41 per cent 
blamed phones for getting 
low grades at school.

“It’s time for bold action 
to address teen smartphone 
addiction. These kids know 
their phones are compro-
mising so many aspects of 
their lives, and they want 
help,” said Michael Mercier, 
President of Screen Educa-
tion.

“We can find ways to 
impose reasonable limits 
on their screen time and 

cultivate within them the 
ability to self-limit their 
screen time. This will re-
quire that we transform our 
cultural norms regarding 
screen time, which we most 
certainly can do,” he added.

The 46-question survey 
involved 1,017 teenagers 
from grades 7-12. 

The survey also revealed 
that 36 per cent teenag-
ers witness online bullying 
every week, while over 30 
per cent have seen online 
bullying result in physical 
violence.
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India’s Plurality 
Must Be Protected 

T
here are laws, but no order in India today. Eve-
ryday reports of rapes, murders, lynching are 
found in newspapers. While the perpetrators 
of these crimes are hardly being punished, 

law-abiding citizens are spending sleepless nights 
worrying about their uncertain future. Some fears 
about the future of their girl child. Some fear about the 
future of their livelihoods for belonging to a certain 
section of the society while others fear for their lives 
and properties as they are not sure what’s in store next. 
All in all, even after nearly seven decades of adopting 
Democracy, India has failed to ensure justice to all ir-
respective of caste, creed and religion. All parameters 
in this regard are showing a dangerous upward trend 
towards destruction. Dalits are being tortured. Minor-
ities are being attacked. Yet, our leaders are repeating 
themselves like tutored-parrots that ‘All is well’.

There is enough evidence to prove that nothing 
is going as per the law in the country. Take the recent 
example of lynching of two people in Uttar Pradesh. 
They were beaten to death on allegations of being in-
volved in cow slaughter during Id festivities. Even be-
fore it was proved whether the allegations were true 
or false, the judgement was delivered. Two poor peo-
ple belonging to minority community had to join the 
list of casualty who lost their lives in the hands of so 
called cow-protectors. A similar incident happened in 
Jharkhand too. In that State, six people were assaulted 
by an unruly mob for transporting cows. On the oth-
er hand, our record on women safety during the last 
couple of years is dismal to say the least. Every day 
from the length and breadth of the country, incidents 
of rape are being reported with unfailing regularity. 
Atrocities on Dalits are also on the rise. These days 
Dalits are not allowed to go in a procession for mar-
riage ceremonies. In Gujarat, a Dalit youth was killed 
for ridding on a horse. There are numerous instances 
to prove that nothing is going according to the claims 
of our leaders.

Some see a definite design to polarise the soci-
ety behind all such incidents. While it can’t be stated 
with certainty that they are wrong, one thing which is 
certain is the fact that majority of Indian people still 
believe in pluralism. Thus efforts to polarise the soci-
ety will never be fulfilled. But definitely it will weaken 
Indian society which over the years has been strength-
ened by adopting pluralism. This is exactly the mes-
sage which former President Pranab Mukherjee has 
recently delivered, Mr. Mukherjee on that occasion 
emphasised that intolerance has no place in Indian 
society. Actually the perpetrators of such crimes are 
earning a bad name for their religion, country and so-
ciety. India is a land of spirituality, brotherhood and 
togetherness. India is a confluence of various civilisa-
tions and culture. A handful of people will never be 
able destroy the social fabric of this great country. But 
to some extent they may be able to take the shine away 
for the time being. Should we allow them to do so?

Characters From the Past: Historic 
Figures in Fiction and Those Left Out

Vikas Datta | IANS

In all we do, let’s give thanks to God and 
honor Him.

For many years, I’ve enjoyed the writings of British 
author G. K. Chesterton.  His humor and insight often 
cause me to chuckle and then pause for more seri-
ous contemplation. For example, he wrote, “You say 

grace before meals. All right. But I say grace before the 
play and the opera, and grace before the concert and pan-
tomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before 
sketching, painting, swimming, fencing, boxing, walking, 
playing, dancing; and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.”

It’s good for us to thank the Lord before every meal, but 
it shouldn’t stop there.  The apostle Paul saw every activity, 
every endeavor as something for which we should thank 
God and that we should do for His glory. “And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” 
(Colossians 3:17). Recreation, occupation, and education 
are all avenues through which we can honor the Lord and 
express our gratefulness to Him.

Paul also encouraged the believers in Colossae to “let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful” (v. 
15).

The best place to “say grace” is anywhere and anytime 
we want to give thanks to the Lord and honor Him.   

Thank You for Your gift of life eternal. May we 
acknowledge and honor You throughout this day.

IANS

Common Approach on Political Chasm

T
he Naga cause our forbearers 
took initiative out of  neces-
sity and urgency and the land-
mark symbolized of  free Naga 

through the declaration of  Naga inde-
pendence on 14th of  august, 1947, and 
the plebiscite of  1951, reaffirming the 
Naga political solidarity and aspiration 
for ownership in self  determination has 
reached its peak as in the contemporary 
times. The materialization of  the legacy 
of  free Naga the forbearers of  our na-
tion originally envisioned for posterity to 
thrive and explore in, unfortunately hasn’t 
been attained and has been derailed from 
the trajectory of  history along the way, 
yet the yearning orchestrating into the 
minds of  generations following due to 
admiration of  their intrepid resolve and 
fortitude exhibited for future, culminating 
to the present collective cognizance to al-
ter socio-economic-political tremors and 
anomalies the contemporary Nagas have 
a collective responsibility to shoulder. 

The zenith of  clamoring conclusive 
political placement of  Nagas, to achieve 
ownership and de-escalate from erro-
neous trajectory, to connect and regu-
late diplomatic evolution across global 
channels stands impervious to perverse 
pressure the common people could be 
introduced through means of  auxiliary 
devices to ascribe and tantalize the real 
Naga cause that has fundamental roots of  
democracy and equality, and is not nar-
row, unoriginal and limited and averse to 
exploration via common cause by defini-
tion. Rest assured, the people’s common 
appeal transmits across common network 
where people of  diversity with common 
objective intercept and empathizes with-
out violation of  human rights, as instru-
ment of  common cause and peace cannot 
be subjected as radical elements of  tyran-
ny and terror albeit this does not pertain 
for snobby campaign exhibited contigu-
ously contradiction to equality. 

While propagating peace at the ex-
pense of  democratic and equal rights defi-
cit is farcically superficial at its sum value 

and far from truth and rights and what’s 
left is for the people to discern from un-
organized world view. Peace without 
common rights is illusionary and also 
the reason behind why the people in the 
first place assert claim of nationalistic pri-
orities to secure itself  of  common natural 
rights to be assumed. 

Common people of the world extend 
resource sanctions during natural disas-
ters without any border on humanitarian 
terms, and governments resolute to fidelity 
in emancipating democracy overtly extend 
aid to fellow human – the contemporary 
world history is axiomatic, the latest being 
the Syrian revolution for instance. The as-
piration of the Nagas to establish political 
paraphernalia to culture common explo-
ration radiates across common spectrum 
and hope of future prospects to communi-
cate and aid delicate community in restor-
ing common political priorities.  

The prominent dilemma engulfed be-
twixt is paradoxical ascertaining hording 
of claimant advocating be for peoples’ 
wellbeing and liberation conferring it of  
common rights and equality with free-
dom labeled, which devoid of is, were 
and could be derisory to acknowledge as 
oriented for common sake initially lest 
conspicuously may be demagogy or auto-
cratic centered or akin to people as a sub-
ject not linear and symmetrical in the state 
system. People centered segregation of  
nationalistic claimant inclines towards the 
doctrine of people’s right and aspiration 
first before each own experiences, before-
hand origin, fixated on pre-21st century 
maturation and understanding of political 
ideologies; human resources and relation 
etc., and exhibit naturally finesse way of  
adaptation and originality of approach 
upon consistent observation of growth 
and developmental indexes. The political 
paradox has downsized the growth poten-
tial of the people drastically economically 
and socially and this deficit of cultivating 
human resource overtime has rather cast 
roots for sustenance that has dependency 
on corruption in one form or the other. 

To retrace back to stability within the 
gyration of  existing system is a long shot 
if  not futile. But the dilemma is further 
compounded when the apex has affirma-
tion of  resolving in the general interest 
whilst maintaining deviant in consulting 
the assent and rhetoric en-masse, and 
therein lies the disconnect. This has to 
be addressed in distinguishing what dia-
logues could be meritorious when con-
solidated with the ground reality of  the 
mass as a factor of  assenting in issues of  
general interest. The escalation of  enig-
mas that have diverged among and has 
established along non-linear and non-rel-
ative trajectories has dissected the politi-
cal ownership and growth of  the people. 
Many writers have illustrated the assess-
ment and labeling of  issues, events and 
repercussions in compartments relating 
to the three score and half  row of political 
discord and debacle in the region. 

The collective onus residing along the 
lines of  discordant perilous to resurgence 
and taking back in control the trajectory 
for times incessantly without scope and 
blueprint is also self-defeating in par with 
being disposed for imposition and hatch-
ing less people oriented diplomacies. 
Confronting variables that are inherent 
and imminent in full disclosure could def-
initely leverage in collective comprehen-
sion of  pressing issues and would stand 
viable for enactment with all the dwin-
dling enigmas because it is the people’s 
power drawing the last straw. 

The contemporary status quo is con-
sumption of  historical contentions and 
factors emerged via the butterfly effect 
stemming from chain of  events and in 
fact has thoroughly analyzed and im-
printed with aftermath dilation vis-à-vis 
the present derivatives and measured with 
contingency projections that houses secu-
rity of  rights and unbiased and uncorrupt 
establishment of  state machinery to regu-
late sustainable growth and development. 
This state presents in itself  implication of  
contemporary scope to observe and con-
sent appropriate measure by the people. 

The modern world politics is witnessing 
politicians take unorthodox and uncon-
ventional route to explore political feasi-
bilities. This could also prove to be crucial 
when on an unconventional note embark-
ing on an uncharted territory, a contractu-
al module could facilitate for a sovereign 
contract union state and has relative con-
ditions projected towards constituent and 
componential growth and sustainability 
as designated and oriented goals, to be 
regulated during adequate periods which 
can be well aligned and structured with 
minimal proximity towards controversial 
contingent. A more contrast upon delib-
eration could shed proper interpretation 
on such consignment of  consolidation 
with consensus. 

India is projected to be one of  the larg-
est economy in the world alongside Chi-
na and US by the close of  third decade 
and to achieve it has to be commitment 
and providence of  infrastructure and cap-
ital to aspiring innovations of  merit. To 
sustain this feat in a compact and volumi-
nous populated economy the center and 
the states could cooperate on a systematic 
regulation that pivots growth alongside 
human resources, and the states among 
and with the apex inhabiting a singular 
unit for progression and development de-
taching from institutional bias and preju-
dices in almost possible spheres where 
people interact for production without 
personal assailment, the misdemeanor 
from alleged comprehension. A com-
mon approach for common interest and 
goal could elevate the already fast grow-
ing nation within few scores and decades 
to the peak of  sustainability and linear 
with technological evolution and human 
advancement where boundaries has little 
implication over the quest for resources, 
common rights and preserving the deplet-
ing natural environment. 

This is the century of  the people and 
India being the largest democracy could 
just be the facilitator and testament of  
people empowerment. 

T Y Tikhir

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
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PATH
Saying Grace

BIBLE READ:   COLOSSIANS 3:12–17
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him. 
~  Colossians 3:17

“The whole Earth is the sepulchre of famous 
men..” observed ancient Greek statesman Peri-
cles in a memorial ceremony, noting that their 

story doesn’t only survive on their gravestones, but 
“lives on far away...” Nobody knows this better than 
the writers who focus on or otherwise bring in his-
torical personages into their works, making them 
feel real than renowned but remote figures from the 
past.

Historical fiction, now considered a genre in 
novels, does predate prose. If we forgo the epics of 
the great ancient civilizations from the Mediterra-
nean world to Asia as being considerably mytholo-
gized accounts of historical figures, then a pioneer 
was Italian poet Dante Alighieri, with his immortal 
masterpiece, “The Divine Comedy” (1320), in which 
he meets all sorts of historical figures in Hell, Purga-
tory and Heaven.

Then there is William Shakespeare, whose most 
famous plays deal with ancient Roman and Greek 
figures - Pericles, Julius Caesar, et al - and monarchs 
- Richards II and III, Henry V, Macbeth, and so on.

In prose, it was Sir Walter Scott, who not only fo-
cussed on figures from Scottish history but also the 
age of the Crusades, notably Richard I the “Lion-
Heart” and Saladin in “The Talisman” (1825) - lesser 
known than his “Ivanhoe” (1820). Taking it further 
was Alexandre Dumas pere, with fascinating por-
trayals of 17th century French kings Louis XIII and 
Louis XIV, the “Sun King” as well as Cardinal Richel-
ieu in his “Three Musketeers” cycle. 

The trend then caught on and historical char-
acters, ranging from Roman emperors to explorers, 
warriors to Wild West gunslingers and desperadoes, 
gangsters to great conquerors, philosophers to 
painters and more began figuring in fictionalised 
biographies, or more speculative portrayals. 

But some got more prominence, at least as far as 

English novels (or works translated into English) go. 
Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, Vlad 
Dracul the Impaler, Napoleon, Abraham Lincoln, 
Stalin, and Shakespeare himself are encountered 
quite frequently.

Then there are authors specialised in bringing a 
whole epoch to life.

George MacDonald Fraser, in his splendid icon-
oclastic and irreverent Flashman series, offers some 
incisive but jaundiced portrayals of a great swathe 
of 19th century’s movers and shakers - Queen Vic-
toria, Otto von Bismarck, Rani Lakshmibai, Lincoln, 
Florence Nightingale among others. Philip Kerr did 
the same for the Nazis in his Bernie Gunther series.

But, while a whole raft of historical personages 
can be found - sometimes in the most unexpected 
places and ways, there are also those who have not 
got their due in their portrayals or have been ig-
nored so far.

Let’s take some figures from around the world 
and across the spectrum of human endeavour, and 
why they should be so commemorated.

We can begin with Finnish soldier and states-
man Baron Carl Gustaf Mannerheim (1867-1951), 
revered among his people for establishing his coun-
try’s independence in wake of the Russian Revolu-
tion, defending it against Soviet subversion and 
aggression, guiding it during World War II, when it 
was with the Axis powers - but only as per its own 
conditions- and then helping it negotiate a fairly 
honourable peace that didn’t see it lose too much. It 
is however his earlier career that is remarkable.

After a rather turbulent youth, Mannerheim 
joined the Imperial Russian Army in 1888 as a subal-
tern, despite an incident in cadet school that could 
have ended his career right then. The high point 
was his three-year espionage mission across inner 
Asia - China and Tibet (1906-09) - while disguised 
as an ethnographer, during which he also went to 
Lhasa to meet the then Dalai Lama and reportedly 

presented him a pistol. The episode can be found in 
his biography, but imagine what a story it will make.

Then there is his near counterpart, Japanese 
Marshal Admiral Isoruku Yamamoto (1884-1943). 
Responsible for the strategic development of the 
Imperial Japanese Navy and planning the attacks 
on Pearl Harbor and Midway, though conscious of 
the Western powers’ strength and arguing against 
armed confrontation against them, once the deci-
sion was taken, he was honour-bound to do his 
best.

Tracked and killed by Americans in 1943 as re-
venge for Pearl Harbor, Yamamoto is not entirely 
absent from fiction, though two of his four appear-
ances only refer to his last hours of life - in Neal 
Stephenson’s “Cryptonomicon” (1999) and James 
Douglas’ “The Samurai Inheritance” (2014).

The other two - Douglas Niles’ “MacArthur’s 
War: A Novel of the Invasion of Japan” (2007) and 
Robert Conroy’s “Rising Sun” (2011) are alterna-
tive history in which he survives beyond 1943 and 
guides his country’s destiny subsequently.

But how about a novel about his real life and 
choices?

There are more prominent historical figures 
who could do offer a fairly proficient novelist a good 
challenge - longtime Soviet Foreign Minister (1957-
85) Andrei Gromyko, India’s guiding leader Jawaha-
rlal Nehru, Yugoslav partisan leader and statesman 
Josip Broz ‘Tito’, exotic but accomplished author Yul 
Brynner, the unlikely rock’n’roll champion Billy Ha-
ley or say, irrepressible scientist Richard Feynman.

And then, if feminists cite a bias, then there is 
scientist Lise Meitner and political theorist Hannah 
Arendt, whose accomplishments are equalled by 
the way they were let down by men.

Any one keen?
(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor at IANS. The 

views expressed are personal. He can be contacted 
at vikas.d@ians.in)

Characters who have never figured in fiction: German philosopher and political theorist Hannah Arendt, Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto and Finnish soldier-statesman Baron Carl Gustaf von 
Mannerheim.
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Prashant Reddy | thewire.in

...from previous issue

Rule 122A and waiving of Phase III clinical 
trials abroad
This is the crux of the argument and in-
volves the legal interpretation of Rule 122-A 
and its proviso. To appreciate the rival con-
tentions it is important to reproduce both 
the main sub section (1) (2) and the proviso.

122-A
(a) ….
(b) ….
Provided that any application received after 
one year of the grant of the approval and the 
sale of a new drug, shall be accompanied by   
… such information and data as required by 
Appendix 1 or Appendix 1 A of Schedule Y, as 
the case may be.

“(2) The importer of a new drug when 
applying for permission under sub rule (1), 
shall submit data as given in Appendix 1 
to Schedule Y including the results of local 
clinical trials carried out in accordance with 
the guidelines specified in that Schedule and 
submit the report of such clinical trial in the 
format given in the Appendix II to the said 
Schedule;

Provided that the requirement of sub-
mitting the results of local clinical trials may 
not be necessary if the drug is of a cha nature 
that the Licensing Authority may, in public 
interest decide to grant such permission on 
the basis of data available from other coun-
tries.”

[Underlining is for convenience]

It is Mr. Reddy’s contention that as the 
main provision, that is, sub-rule 2 of Rule 
122A, requires that when an application 

is made for import of a new drug the data 
required to be submitted is in accordance 
with Appendix 1 of Schedule Y (which in-
cludes phase III clinical trial data from 
other countries) the same applies for the 
proviso. This argument is flawed.

It is a settled rule of law of interpretation 
that where the meaning of a provision is 
plain, it should be given effect to.

When one reads rule (1), sub rule (2) 
and the proviso, it is clear that in sub rules 
(1) (2) the Legislature has consciously used 
the long-winded phrase “shall submit data 
as given in Appendix 1 to Schedule Y, where-
as the proviso does not use that phrase or 
even the phrase, “the said data or informa-
tion.” So, when the Legislature wanted the 
licensing authority to use the data as speci-
fied in Appendix 1 of Schedule Y, it said so. 
In the Proviso it consciously avoided that 
phrase. ”Instead, it used the expression – 
“data available from other countries.” The 
plain meaning of the two phrases is differ-
ent. Thus, on a  plain reading of both the 
expressions, it is clear that the data required 
for the invocation of the proviso is not the 
same data as stipulated in main provisions 
of sub rule (1) or (2). It is data from other 
countries, plain and simple and not re-
stricted to data specified in Appendix 1 of 
Schedule Y.
Further quoting Mr. Reddy:
“It should be noted that the above pro-
viso does not state “Phase III trials” may be 
waived – it only states that “local clinical 
trials” may be waived, which clearly means 
that the rule maker was expecting some kind 
of Phase III trials.”

Mr. Reddy does not seem to notice the 
‘Notes’ to Appendix 1 of Schedule Y which 
state: “(1)All items may not be applicable 
to all drugs. For explanation, refer text of 

Schedule Y.”
It is unclear on what authority Mr. Red-

dy concludes that items 5, 6 and 7 of Ap-
pendix 1 (which pertain to clinical trials) are 
applicable to all drugs and at all times.

In my article, I had referred to the text of 
Schedule Y, which states: “(3)For drugs in-
dicated in life-threatening/serious diseases 
or diseases of special relevance to the Indian 
health scenario, the toxicological and clini-
cal data requirements may be abbreviated, 
deferred or omitted, as deemed appropriate 
by the Licensing Authority.”

Mr. Reddy’s argument that submis-
sion of Phase III data is an absolute must is 
neither supported by the language nor the 
overall scheme of Rule 122A, Schedule Y 
and Appendix 1.

It is possible to argue that the meaning 
of the proviso to sub-rule (2) is not plain as 
I make it out to be and there is ambiguity. 
For that, the rule of purposive interpreta-
tion has to be followed. The purpose of the 
proviso, which can be gleaned from the 
expressions “drug of such a nature” which 
involves “public interest” is to cater for situ-
ations that cannot be foreseen, including 
health crises of a sudden nature, like the 
Zika or Nipah outbreaks  or other larger and 
deadly epidemics like MDR TB.

There are two conditions to be satisfied.
Firstly, the drug has to be of a particular 

nature, which must involve public inter-
est. Secondly, in respect of that drug, data 
must be available from other countries. 
Only upon the satisfaction of these condi-
tions can the licensing authority decide to 
grant the approval. It is my contention that 
this provision should be invoked only in ex-
ceptional circumstances. The MDR TB sce-
nario in India – with thousands of patients 
facing imminent death is one such excep-
tional circumstance.

The proviso doesn’t kick in on the arbi-
trary whims and fancies of the authority. It 
is to be exercised on the basis of objective 
conditions existing and the subjective sat-
isfaction of the same by the authority. The 
provision is not amenable to an interpreta-
tion to allow “a blanket license” or a get out 
of jail free card expect more pharmaceutical 
companies to invoke the provision to seek 
complete waivers,” as Mr. Reddy wants to 
paint my argument.

It needs to be appreciated that even if 
the approval is granted it can do with strict 
rollout conditions, only in public hospitals 
etc. The approval/permission need not be a 
blanket one as Mr. Reddy makes it out to be.
Safety of bedaqualine
On the safety of Bedaqualine, Mr. Reddy 
and other critics have talked of increased 
QTc interval prolongation of the heart. This 
has been conflated “adverse reactions with 
the cardiac rhythm,” by others who support 
Mr. Reddy’s point of view, and therefore 
bedaqualine is deemed to be unsafe. Factu-
ally, this is not correct. But I am deliberately 
not getting into it.

The reason is that issue of drug safety is 
not matter to be resolved by lawyers, either 
by me, despite the fact that I am a qualified 
biochemist, or Mr. Reddy, or as a result of 
a debate between us. Neither of us are sci-
entific experts to decide whether the data is 
sufficient to allow for restricted use. Admit-
tedly, the WHO is an international author-
ity and it has recommended the use of drug 
and later revised its assessment continuing 
the recommendation on account of better 
results. Mr. Reddy himself cites that the lat-
est WHO assessment shows that 63% of the 
persons living with MDR TB were cured. It 
is for experts to take a call on that. And they 
have done it, in my opinion, in accordance 

with law.
In this context, Sub-Rule (3) of Rule 

122A is relevant:
(3) The Licensing Authority, after being satis-
fied that the drug if permitted to be imported 
as raw material (bulk drug substance) or as 
finished formulation shall be effective and 
safe for use in the country, may issue import 
permission in Form 45 and /or Form 45A, 
subject to the condition stated therein;
Provided that the Licensing Authority shall, 
where the data provided or generated on the 
drug is inadequate, intimate the applicant 
in writing and the conditions, which shall 
be satisfied before permission, could be con-
sidered.”  

Thus, a conditional approval is a possi-
bility, contrary to Mr. Reddy’s claim.

It is my submission that the govern-
ment has been lax in rolling out bedaqua-
line and that Mr. Reddy’s arguments are 
adding fuel to the fire. In contrast to India, 
South Africa has been very proactive in roll-
ing out bedaquiline. The results coming 
out of South Africa at their fifth Annual TB 
Conference, Durban, shows a significant 
decreased mortality in persons who got 
bedaqualine compared with those who 
did not. This decreased mortality occurred 
even though people who got bedaquiline 
were sicker and had more resistance. The 
good news is that the government is scaling 
up the use of bedaquline.

The question is, if the use of bedaqua-
line is going to cure two out three persons, 
and in its absence, they would face certain 
death, would any reasonable medical per-
son withhold that drug from those persons. 
That is question that the learned professor, 
Mr. Prashant Reddy, has been avoiding and 
would like to avoid, but needs to answer.

Concluded

As per law, even if a drug has been approved in foreign jurisdictions based on clinical trials in those 
countries, the drug has to be tested on an Indian population to validate the drug in the Indian context.

Tuberculosis and Bedaquiline: Now is the Time to Discuss Clinical Trials

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): More confirma-
tion of career and business success could 
come your way today, Aries. You’re probably 
feeling excited and motivated to keep push-

ing ahead. You might find, however, that increased re-
sponsibilities interfere with your social life and wonder 
if your friends have forgotten you. They haven’t, but 
you’ll feel better if you eke out a few hours for friends 
each week. Remember what they say about all work 
and no play.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Success on all 
levels is filling your life and making you feel 
absolutely wonderful, Taurus. The down-
side of this is that you might be a little too 

conscientious. Are you putting in a lot of extra hours? 
Be discriminating about this. Don’t work harder than 
you need to. You could stress yourself out to the point 
where you tax your strength too much. That won’t get 
you anywhere. Pace yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Hard work, en-
thusiasm, and dedication are now paying off 
for you financially, Gemini. New opportu-
nities could be opening up for you to profit 

from your artistic talents The downside of this is that 
you might be working so hard that you’re too drained 
to be creative, even though the inspiration is there. 
Take a moment to rework your schedule to accomplish 
the most in the least amount of time.

CANCER ( JUN 22 - JUL 22): People 
close to you might be a bit worried 
about you, Cancer. Too much work and 
socializing might have you feeling a bit 

less than your usual self, perhaps even a little fe-
verish and headachy. If so, this is a good day to 
take some time out, stay home, and get some rest. 
Don’t worry about sabotaging your success. It will 
continue. Take a break and get back to the helm 
tomorrow.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): All continues to 
go well personally and professionally, Leo. 
You’re feeling strong and vigorous, but you 
might find that you’re a bit vague today. Your 

mind may not have its usual acuity, and you could be 
easily distracted. This isn’t a good day to start new proj-
ects. Try to concentrate on finishing up old tasks and 
tying up loose ends in order to make this a rewarding 
day.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your high from 
your recent successes could have you want-
ing to go crazy purchasing luxury items you 
didn’t feel were practical before, Virgo. This is 

fine as long as you’re discriminating and don’t give in 
to impulse buying. This also isn’t a good time to over-
indulge in food and drink. You should definitely enjoy 
your successes while still making use of your com-
mon sense.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Not only your own 
success but that of members of your house-
hold could have you on a real emotional high 
today, Libra. Your mind is likely to be buzzing 

with possibilities for future expansion, some of which 
may not be all that workable. However, you should al-
low yourself a few flights of fancy. Tomorrow your feet 
will be back on the ground and you’ll see things in a 
more practical light.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today may 
prove to be one of your busiest in a long time, 
Scorpio. The promise of continuing success 
could find you spending a lot of time on the 

phone, sending faxes or emails, or perhaps making a 
few short trips around the community. You might not 
be able to reach everyone you hoped to speak to, how-
ever. Don’t let this get you down. Just be persistent and 
you’ll reach them eventually.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Busi-
ness and financial successes have you feel-
ing happy and satisfied, Sagittarius. You’re 
also looking forward to moving ahead. The 

downside of this period is that people who aren’t par-
ticularly trustworthy could decide to grab your coat-
tails for their own purposes. Some might even ask for 
loans. Be careful about the ones you choose to assist. 
They might not be honest with you. Don’t fall for any 
sob stories.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): As your 
career dreams continue to unfold, Capri-
corn, you may find that there is a downside. 
First, there are new responsibilities and you 

might doubt your ability to fulfill them. Second, you 
might find yourself catapulted into the uncomfort-
able realm of office politics. Don’t let these matters put 
a damper on your enthusiasm. You have what it takes 
to fulfill the first concern and the wisdom to avoid the 
second. Onward and upward.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Recent spiritu-
al breakthroughs might have you feeling both 
exhilarated and downcast. Your sensitive side 
tells you that this is a definite step forward on 

your spiritual path, but your logical side might cause 
you to doubt the reality of it. Take comfort in the fact 
that reality is relative, Aquarius. What you’re sensing is at 
least valid for you. Then keep moving ahead.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Many of your 
personal goals have either been met or are 
in the process of manifesting, Pisces. This 
has you feeling exhilarated. However, others 

around you might have their hands out. You might be 
asked to contribute to charities or make personal loans 
to people you don’t really know. You tend to want to be 
of assistance wherever you can, but be discriminating 
about helping others right now. Some people may be 
less than trustworthy.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

No Concrete Solution From Government Adhoc Teachers

T
he  All Nagaland  Adhoc  Teachers  
Group- 2015  Batch  comprises of   
Grade-III    teachers such  as  GT, 
PT, AT, LT,DT, CI, KI and  HT  who  

have  been  appointed on Adhoc  basis against 
the  vacant  state  sanctioned post. The  ap-
pointments  were made  under  certain terms  
and  conditions by the  government, where 
the  Adhoc  Teachers were  mandated to  un-
dergo Required professional training i.e  D.Ed 
and  B.Ed  within two years, and  were  to  be  
regularized  after  three  years  of  continuous  
service by  appearing  Departmental Suitabil-
ity  Test.  And  as  such the  present  ANATG 
-2015 Batch  have  fulfilled  all  the procedures  
and  norms  laid  down  by  the  Government  
including  the  verification  and  clearances  
from the  esteemed P& AR  Department. It  
may  be  mentioned  that the  present  adhoc  
teachers were  all  appointed  prior  to the  31st  
December 2012 with  a  meager  salary  of   
fixed pay i.e  Rs. 6700/-  and  Rs.8400/-. And  
as  such even  after the  completion of  three  
years  of  continuous  service  and  obtaining  
of  professional trainings, the  government  
delayed the  conduct  of  Departmental Suita-
bility  Test despite numerous  official  appeals  
to  the  department to  do  the needful.

The  government  after  a  prolonged  
ignorance, finally  decides  to  conduct  the  
departmental suitability  Test  through  the 
Notification  NO: DSE/ESTT/REG/01/13 
( pt-11) 1299, dated  Kohima  the 19th  De-
cember 2016, where  912  Adhoc  Teachers 
who  have  completed three  years  of  serv-
ice  as  on 31-03-2015 were  to  appear the 
departmental suitability test.  In Compli-
ances to  the  notification, the  present  adhoc 
teachers were  to  submit  all the  necessary 
documents.  After  the  compilation  of  all  
the  documents that  took more  than  three  
months, the  government  again rectified the  
Cut-off  Date  i.e  31-03-2015  to  31-12-2015  

just  to  delay our  departmental suitability 
test.  The  ANATG-2015 Batch  considering  
the  grievances  of  other counterparts of  the  
aggrieved teaching  community, accepted  the  
sudden alteration of  the  Cut-off  Dates, and  
for  which  our  suitability Test  was  delayed 
just  for  the  compilation  of  the  new  addi-
tions  into  our  batch. After  another  round  
of  unjust  delays made  while  compiling  
the  new adhoc  teachers to  our  group, the  
ANATG-2015 Batch  appealed the  depart-
ment to  conduct  the  suitability  test at  the  
earliest where  the  department came out with 
another  Directives  to submit  the  identifica-
tion proof which was  to  be countersigned 
by the  respective  SDEO and  DEO.  The  
aggrieved  teachers had  to  bear the unjust 
delays all  over again  just  to  fulfill the  norms 
laid  down in the appointment  orders for  the  
suitability test and submitted the  identifica-
tion proofs   to  the  department  with  much 
toils.   

The  Government  finally  calls  the  ag-
grieved  Adhoc teachers  through Notification  
order  NO: ED/ESTT/REG-1/2015, dated  
Kohima  the 2nd  may 2017  along  with  the  
press release through all local dailies  on 2nd  
May 2017 where  the  suitability test  was  to 
be  conducted on 20th – 23rd  May 2017, and  
as  per  the  notification, the  verification  and  
screening  were  also done  on 22nd  May 
2017.

The  ANATG-2015  Batch comprising 
1166 grade-III Teachers after  fulfilling  all 
the  laid  down  procedures appeals the  de-
partment to  regularize our service and  for  
which a Memorandum  NO: DSE/ESTT/
RER/01/13 ( s/test/1003) , dated Kohima  
the 8th  august 2017 was  submitted to the  
Joint   Secretary P& AR  Department for  
our  service  regularization, subsequently  a  
Memorandum  containing  30  copies  were  
sent  to  the  Deputy  Secretary, Cabinet  Cell; 

Nagaland Kohima  though  letter  NO: DSE/
ESTT/REG/01/13 ( s/test)/1410 dated 
Kohima  the  26th  October 2017, and  as  
such our  aggrieved  matter was  placed  at 
Cabinet  Agenda  NO-42, which  was  to  be  
taken  up  on the  Cabinet  meeting on 11th  
November 2017 at  12 Noon in the  Chief  
Minister’s office.  But  to  our  utter  dismay, 
our  Cabinet  Agenda  was  deferred with-
out  any rhyme  or  logical reasons through 
OM  No; CAB-2/2013  dated  Kohima  the  
13th  November 2017.  The  ANATG-2015  
Batch  was  compelled to  run pillar to pil-
lar urging  the government  to  review  our  
matter  through numerous  official appeals  
and  various representations but the  cries to  
redress our  genuine aggrieved matter  was  
turned down owing  to  the  ignorance  from 
the  government  , the  ANATG- 2015 Batch  
was  compelled to  serve  an  ultimatum to  
the  department on 30th April 2018 demand-
ing regularization  without any  further delays 
and  decided  to  exercise our  democratic  act  
of  resentment . The  department  despite  our  
final  appeal failed  to  deliver us  justice and  
as  per  the  resolution  in the  ultimatum, the  
ANATG-2015 Batch was  left  with  no other  
option  and  started exercising  our  democrat-
ic  act  of  resentment  in the  form  of  Phase-
wise  agitation i.e-  Phase-I  (  Pen down strike 
w.e.f 16-18  April  2018.)   Phase-II  (  Mass  
Casual  Leave w.e.f  June 4-6) Phase-III ( Boy-
cotting  of  Classes , w.e.f 15-17 June 2018)

Despite our  appeals  to  the  Department 
in the  form of  three  phase  wise  agitation, the  
government  failed to redress our  aggrieved  
matter by denying  our  legitimate  service  
rights  and  benefits.  The  ANATG-2015  
batch was  therefore  compelled to  again  con-
tinue our  appeal through 4th Phase of  agita-
tion in the  form of  peaceful  sit-in protest  
at  the  Directorate  of  School  Education;  
Kohima  w.e.f  18th  June  2018.  The  depart-

ment  instead  of  redressing  our  prolonged 
aggrieved matter, served  us  an  an  Official  
Letter  NO:  DSE/ESTT/REG/01/13 (pt)  
dated  Kohima  the  19th  May 2018  and  let-
ter NO :  DSE/ESTT/REG/01/2013 (pt) 
102, dated  Kohima the 18th June 2018 where  
they  stated that our Adhoc  Service  Cannot 
be regularized owing  to  the  suspension of   
OFFICE  MEMORANDUM Dated 04-08-
2008  , enclosing  a  copy  of official statement  
furnished by  K. SEMA- Sr. Addnl. Advocate 
General, Nagaland through  letter  NO AG/
ESTT-11/2018  dated Kohima  the  17th May 
2017 ,and  warned  us  of  disciplinary pro-
ceeding against us if   we  continue  exercis-
ing  our  democratic act of  resentment  in 
demanding  our  service regularization.  

The  official  statement of   K. SEMA- Sr. 
Addnl. Advocate General, Nagaland through  
letter  NO :AG/ESTT-11/2018 clearly  states  
that The  government  cannot  regularize us 
till the  disposal of  INTERIM  ORDER 
NO: W.P.(c). NO- 145 (k) of  2017,  OR  
till  any  ORDER  is  passed by  the  Court 
modifying the  Interim order Favoring  the  
ANATG-2015 Batch .

The  1166 members  of  the  ANATG-2015 
batch have  gathered here at  the  state  capital 
to register the grievances  by  agitating  against 
the  government . As teachers, such  acts  may  
not be  what is  expected from us, but  this  
hardships  and  grievances  due to the govern-
ment’s generosity of the  salary  paid  to  us 
is  not  an  issue which started yesterday or 
last  year, but  has  been since the  time  when  
a Kilo of Rice  was  Rs. 25. Not  a  sting in 
our  memory reminds  us  of  being  paid any  
Dearness Allowances  even though our  cat-
egory of teachers performed the  same duty as  
any of  our  counter-parts. Time  and  again 
we’ve  been asked  to suspend  this  ongoing  
agitation but the  teachers  who have  gathered 
from across the  state, expending  the  mini-

mum possible  amount cannot return back to  
our  families  empty  handed. Staying  here  at  
the  state  capital for  the  past  one  week has  
drained all our  monetary resources, here  we  
do  not state  the amount  we  had  to  leave  
back with  our  families from our  salaries, so 
that  they  do  not die of  hunger when  we  
go  back to our  respective homes. It  pains  
ourselves to  see that  our  own   fellow  teach-
ers with  their  infant  babies and  some  shar-
ing  grieves with  their unborn ones  in their  
womb.

We are called nation builders but we  are 
not  even  able  to  maintain our own  homes. 
We are  asked  to  nurture our  students but we 
are  left uncared. We  are  told to do  our  best, 
yet  we  are  paid  the  least. For  the  past one  
week we  have  done what  we  believe  could 
achieve our demands  and  yet we  were only 
served with warning  letters.

With  the  above   facts and  plights , the  
stand  of  the  ANATG-2015 Batch till the  
5th day of  the 4th Phase  agitation is  that, 
Our  suitability test  was   conducted  prior to 
the  filling  of  Writ  Petition  NO  :  W.P. © 
NO-145 (k)/ 2017 to  the  court, nor after the  
Interim Order dated 28-07-2017 was  passed. 
The  ANATG-2015 Batch  is left with no oth-
er  logical options but  rather  to  appeal the   
Government  to  utilize the available  alterna-
tive possible  means to  regularise our service 
through the  Letter dated  Kohima  the  22nd   
and  23rd June 2018 , and  basing  on  the  
Observation  Letter  from the  All  Nagaland  
School  Teachers’ Association dated 21st of   
June 2018 which  was  tabled to  the  Govern-
ment   and  the  ANATG-2015  Batch.

Sd/-
Ruguotsolie, President,  
ANATG- 2015 Batch; 

Temsuchiba  Aier, Convenor,  
Agitation Core Committee,  

ANATG-2015 Batch
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Emergency turned democracy into 
constitutional dictatorship — Jaitley

Purohit warns against bid to 
‘overawe’ TN governor’s office

GST symbol of cooperative federalism, says Modi More than 250 
militants waiting at 
launch pads across 
LoC — Army 

Mehbooba hits back at Shah; says PDP 
never ‘wavered’ on agenda of alliance 

Last MP Assembly session before polls likely to be stormy one 15 districts to be adopted on pilot basis 
to implement govt. de-addiction plan 

Pvt. hospital sealed 
after doctor booked for 
‘stealing’ patient’s kidney 

PM inaugurates Delhi Metro’s Mundka-Bahadurgarh sec.

DRI serves arrest warrant to Nirav Modi via email 

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

PTI

Mehbooba Mufti (File Photo)

PTI

Nirav Modi

Arun Jaitley

Banwarilal Purohit

New Delhi, June 24 (PTI): 
Union Minister Arun Jait-
ley today recalled how 
more than four decades 
ago the government led 
by Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi imposed ‘pho-
ney’ Emergency, turning 
democracy into constitu-
tional dictatorship.

Indira Gandhi im-
posed Emergency on June 
25, 1975 on account of in-
ternational disturbances, 
suspending key funda-
mental rights guaranteed 
under the Constitution to 
every citizen.

“It was a phoney emer-
gency on account of pro-
claimed policy that Indira 
Gandhi was indispensable 
to India and all contrarian 
voices had to be crushed. 
The constitutional provi-
sions were used to turn 
democracy into a consti-
tutional dictatorship, said 
Jaitley in a Facebook post, 
the first part of the three-
part series titled ‘The 
Emergency revisited’. The 
second part of the series 
will come tomorrow.

Jaitley further said 
that he became the first 

Satyagrahi against Indira 
Gandhi government’s dra-
conian move and was 
lodged in Tihar Jail for 
organising a protest meet-
ing on June 26, 1975.

On the mid-night of 
June 25-26, 1975 several 
prominent political lead-
ers of the opposition par-
ties were arrested.

“I led a protest of Del-
hi University Students 
where we burnt effigy of 
the Emergency and I de-
livered a speech against 
what was happening. The 
police had arrived in large 

number. I got arrested 
only to be served a de-
tention order under the 
Maintenance of Internal 
Security Act. I was taken 
to Delhi’s Tihar Jail for the 
purpose of detention.

“I thus got the privi-
lege for organizing the 
only protest on the morn-
ing of 26th June 1975 and 
became the first Satyagra-
hi against the Emergency. 
Little did I realize that at 
a young age of 22 years, 
I was participating in 
events which were going 
to be a part of history. For 

me, this event changed 
the future course of my 
life. By late afternoon, I 
was lodged in Tihar Jail 
as a MISA detenu,” he 
recalled.

Jaitley said the years 
1971 and 1972 were high 
points in the political ca-
reer of Gandhi as she chal-
lenged the senior leaders 
of her own party and a 
grand alliance of opposi-
tion party.

“She won convincingly 
the 1971 General Elections. 
She was the key centre of 
political power for the next 
five years. There was no 
challenge to her within her 
own party,” Jaitley wrote in 
the Facebook post.

He said during the 
decades 60s and 70s, the 
average growth rate of 
GDP had only been 3.5 
per cent. Inflation in 1974 
touched a staggering 20.2 
per cent and reached 25.2 
per cent in 1975. Labour 
laws were made more 
stringent and these led to 
a near economic collapse.

There was large scale 
unemployment and the 
unprecedented price rise. 

Investment in the econ-
omy had taken a back 
seat. To make matters 
worse FERA was enacted. 
The Foreign Exchange re-
sources in 1975 and 1976 
were a mere USD 1.3 bil-
lion, he said.

“The tragedy of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi politics was 
she preferred the popu-
lar slogans over sound 
and sustainable policies. 
The Government with 
a huge electoral man-
date at the Centre and 
the States, continued in 
the same economic di-
rections which she had 
experimented in the late 
1960’s,” Jaitley said, add-
ing Gandhi believed that 
India’s slow growth was on 
account of smuggling and 
economic offences.

“By 1973, it became 
apparent that the Govern-
ment had no intention 
of changing a disastrous 
economy path on which 
it had embarked. Its po-
litical strategy was instru-
mental in the Govern-
ment losing the sympathy 
of the intelligentsia,” he 
said.

Chennai, June 24 (IANS): 
Tamil Nadu ws office on 
Sunday warned that those 
who try to overawe the 
Governor will be dealt 
with sternly as per law.

In a statement issued 
here, the Raj Bhavan said 
the Governor would con-
tinue his visits to districts 
in the coming months 
and the Office of Gover-
nor was protected under 
Section 124 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC).

Any attempt to over-
awe or assault or use crim-
inal force would be dealt 
with as per the law, it said.

“Whoever, with the 
intention of inducing or 

compelling the President 
of India, or the Governor 
of any State, to exercise 
or refrain from exercis-
ing in any manner any 
of the lawful powers of 
such President or Gover-
nor, assaults or wrong-
fully restrains, or attempts 
wrongfully to restrain, 
or overawes, by means 
of criminal force or the 
show of criminal force, or 
attempts so to overawe, 
such President or Gov-
ernor, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of 
either description for a 
term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine,” the Raj 

Bhavan statement said.
Referring to a news 

item that DMK leader 
M.K. Stalin sought to lay 
siege to the area around 
Raj Bhavan to protest 
against the district visits 
of Purohit, the statement 
categorically said that 
“the Governor enjoys full 
authority and freedom to 
visit any part of the state”.

The statement said 
Purohit, during the times of 
his initial district visits, was 
engaged in trying to inform 
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and other members of 
the opposing parties about 
the legal position by invit-
ing them to Raj Bhavan.

As the Head of the Ex-
ecutive, the Governor en-
joys unhindered freedom 
to meet and interact with 
officials of the state who 
are members of the ex-
ecutive wing, according to 
the Raj Bhavan statement.

On Saturday, the DMK 
led by Stalin took out a 
procession to Raj Bha-
van protesting against 
the arrest of party cadres 
in Namakkal, around 390 
km from here, for showing 
black flags to Purohit dur-
ing his visit on Friday.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 4 
(IANS): Hailing the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
as “probably the worlds 
biggest tax reform”, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday said its im-
plementation was a cel-
ebration of honesty and 
a symbol of cooperative 
federalism.

With the rolling out 
of GST about a year ago, 
the ‘One Nation, One Tax’ 
dream of the people of 
this country had become 
a reality, he said. 

The GST was rolled 
out at a special ceremony 
held at Parliament House 
on the intervening night 
of June 30-July 1, 2017 
amid reservations by 
some opposition parties.

“GST is probably the 
biggest tax reform in the 
world. It is not only the 
victory of integrity but 
also a celebration of hon-
esty,” Modi said in his 
monthly radio address 
‘Mann Ki Baat’. 

“GST is a great ex-
ample of cooperative 

Srinagar, June 24 (PTI): 
More than 250 militants 
are active in Kashmir and 
about the same number 
are waiting at “launch 
pads” across the Line of 
Control to infiltrate into the 
valley, the Army said today.

“About 250-275 mili-
tants are active in Kashmir 
valley,” General-Officer 
Commanding of Srinagar-
based Chinar Corps (15 
Corps), Lt Gen A K Bhatt 
told reporters in Baramulla 
in north Kashmir.

He said militants in 
groups of 25-30 are wait-
ing at launch pads across 
the LoC to infiltrate into 
the valley. “In the 15 Corps’ 
zone (across the LoC), 
about 250-270 in groups 
of 25-30 are at different 
launch pads,” he said.

Lt Gen Bhatt said the 
situation in north Kashmir 
is better than in the south.

Srinagar, June 24 (PTI): 
In a strong rebuttal to BJP 
chief Amit Shah’s allega-
tions against the coali-
tion government led by 
her, former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
Mehbooba Mufti today 
claimed “false charges” 
had been levelled against 
her party and asserted 
her commitment to the 
common minimum pro-
gramme never wavered. 

Breaking her silence 
on the series of allegations 
levelled by her former ally, 
the BJP, Mehbooba said it 
was sad to see the saffron 
party disown its own ini-
tiative and label it a “soft 
approach”.

The BJP had on June 
19 pulled out of its al-
liance with the PDP in 
Jammu and Kashmir, say-
ing it had become impos-
sible to continue in the 
government in view of the 
growing radicalism and 
terrorism in the state.

Many false charges 
levelled against us by our 
former allies. Our com-
mitment to the Agenda 
of Alliance, co-authored 
by (BJP national general 
secretary) Ram Madhav & 

New Delhi, June 24 (PTI): 
Revenue intelligence agen-
cy DRI has served an ar-
rest warrant via email to 
absconding diamantaire 
Nirav Modi in a case of 
alleged customs duty eva-
sion, officials said today.

The warrant was is-
sued by a court in Surat 
in Gujarat after he failed 
to appear before it in con-
nection with the case, they 
said.

The DRI had in March 
launched prosecution 
against Nirav Modi and 
three of his firms Fire-
star International Pvt Ltd 
(FIPL), Firestar Diamond 
International Pvt Ltd 
(FDIPL) and Radashir Jew-
ellery Co Pvt Ltd (RJCPL), 
based in the Special Eco-
nomic Zone, Surat, for al-
legedly diverting duty-free 
imported goods for pur-
poses other than specified 
in the rules, they said.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
norms, duty-free import of 
goods by the units located 
in the SEZ is permitted 
only if they are to be used 

federalism, where all 
states decided to take an 
unanimous decision in 
the interest of the nation, 
and then such a huge tax 
reform could be imple-
mented,” he added.

The GST Council has 
already held 27 meetings 
so far, involving repre-
sentatives of different 
states and having differ-
ent priorities. But in spite 
of all this, all the deci-
sions taken have been of 

absolute consensus, said 
Modi.

The Prime Minister 
pointed out that before 
the rolling out of GST, 
there were 17 different 
types of taxes in the coun-
try, but now only one tax 
(having various slabs) was 
applicable in the entire 
country. 

He said that under the 
GST regime, Information 
Technology had replaced 
‘Inspector Raj’ as eve-

rything from return-to-
refund was being done 
online with little manual 
interference. 

“It is generally be-
lieved that such a big tax 
reform, in a huge country 
like ours with such a large 
population, takes five to 
seven years for effective 
adoption. 

“However, within a 
year the enthusiasm of 
the honest people of this 
nation has resulted in this 
new tax system achieving 
stability,” Modi said. 

He said the imple-
mentation of GST has 
made movements  of 
goods across the states 
faster and convenient 
by doing away with the 
checkposts. 

“The successful im-
plementation of such a 
huge tax reform in India 
was possible only because 
the citizens adopted it 
and the masses fuelled 
it. This is a huge success 
in itself which 125 crore 
Indians have earned for 
themselves,” he said.

Muzaffarnagar, June 24 (PTI): A pri-
vate hospital at New Mandi area here 
has been sealed after a doctor there 
was booked for allegedly stealing a 
kidney of a patient during surgery 
to remove stones from the organ, an 
official said.

According to a complaint lodged 
by the family members of 60-year-
old patient Iqbal, the victim was 
admitted in the hospital yesterday for 
removal of kidney stones.

 But Dr Vibhu Garg allegedly stole 
his kidney during a surgery to remove 
stones.

The family members claimed 
that they have also found the “stolen” 
kidney, hidden in a ice bag.

The Chief Medical Officer here 
said the Uttar Pradesh Health depart-
ment sealed the hospital last evening 
and has formed a team to probe into 
the matter. The police has already 
initiated a probe into the incident 
and has registered a case against the 
doctor and three staff of the private 
hospital.

New Delhi, June 24 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today inaugurated 
the Delhi Metro’s Mund-
ka-Bahadurgarh section 
and said his government’s 
priority is to build con-
venient, comfortable and 
affordable urban transport 
systems in cities.

Inaugurating the latest 
section via video confer-
ence, he said there was a 
direct link between con-
nectivity and develop-
ment.

“Ou r  g ove r n m e n t 
brought out a policy relat-
ing to metros. This is be-
cause we felt aspects relat-
ing to metro systems need 
greater coherence and 
work as per a basic set of 
standards,” he said in his 

address. He also said that 
the government wants to 
boost make in India by 
making coaches of the 
Metro in India itself. 

“ S e v e r a l  n a t i o n s 
helped us in the making 
of the Delhi Metro and 
other Metros, and now, 
we are helping other na-
tions by designing coaches 
for their Metro systems,” 
Modi said.

He pointed out that the 
process of making Metro 
systems is also linked to 
cooperative federalism. 
“Wherever Metros are be-
ing built in India, the Cen-
tre and the respective state 
governments are working 
together,” he said.

“New India requires 
new and smart infrastruc-

ture. We have worked on 
roads, railways, highways, 
airways, waterways and i-
ways. There is unparalleled 
focus on connectivity and 
ensuring development 
projects are completed on 
time,” the PM said.

“The Metro will bring 
convenience to this part, 
which is considered the 
gateway to Haryana ... We 
have seen how the Met-
ro in Delhi has positive-
ly impacted the lives of 
citizens,” Modi said. The 
11.2-km-long fully-elevat-
ed Mundka-Bahadurgarh 
corridor is part of the Delhi 
Metro’s Green Line.

The Mundka-Baha-
durgarh stretch, with 
seven stations, would be 
an extension of the exist-

ing Green Line (standard-
gauge tracks) from Inder-
lok to Mundka.

Union Urban Develop-
ment Minister Hardeep 
Puri and Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar attended the func-
tion in Bahadurgarh.

After the opening of 
this corridor, the entire 
Inderlok-Bahadurgarh 
section would become 
26.33 km long. The Delhi 
Metro network will now 
expand to 288 km with 208 
stations.

In Delhi, stations will 
be Mundka Industrial 
Area, Ghevra, Tikri Kalan 
and Tikri Border, while in 
Haryana, it will be Mod-
ern Industrial Estate, Bus 
Stand and City Park.

as raw material and are ex-
ported after value addition 
or processing.

It was found that high-
value diamonds and pearls 
worth Rs 890 crore, involv-
ing customs duty of INR 
52 crore, were allegedly 
diverted by the SEZ units 
controlled by Nirav Modi 
and sold in the open mar-
ket, the officials said.

To evade import duty, 
he exported low-quality 
diamonds and pearls and 
claimed that these were the 

ones imported and then 
processed, they said.

After the launch of 
prosecution in the case, 
summonses were issued 
by the court of chief judicial 
magistrate, Surat, against 
Nirav Modi but neither he 
nor his representative ap-
peared before the court on 
specified dates, they said.

Thereafter, the arrest 
warrant was issued against 
Nirav Modi by the court 
and it was emailed by the 
DRI to him, they said. 

Bhopal, June 24 (PTI): The monsoon 
session of the Madhya Pradesh As-
sembly is likely to be a stormy one as 
it will be the last before the state polls 
scheduled for later this year.

The Opposition Congress has 
submitted a no-confidence motion 
against the state government over 
what the Leader of Opposition in 
the Assembly, Ajay Singh, called all-
round failure of the Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan government.

“The Congress Legislative party 
has submitted a no- confidence 
motion against the ruling regime. In 

the last 15- years, the state govern-
ment has failed on every front and 
people are facing problems. This 
motion is a manifestation of their 
feelings,” Singh said.

He said that the Congress, dur-
ing the session, would demand 
answers from the government on 
issues like corruption, the plight of 
farmers, unemployment and non-
implementation of promises made 
by the MP CM.

Assembly Speaker Sitasharan 
Sharma, however, said that a deci-
sion on the no-confidence motion 

would be taken after examining 
whether it is in keeping with the 
rules. 

AP Singh, Principal Secretary, 
Vidhan Sabha, said that MLAs have 
submitted 1,376 questions besides 
236 calling attention motions for 
this session that will last for five 
days. Three adjournment motions 
and 17 non-government resolu-
tions have also been submitted, 
he informed. Singh added that as 
many as 17 government bills would 
be discussed during this session, 
which would end on June 2

New Delhi, June 24 (PTI): The gov-
ernment plans to adopt 15 districts 
in the country on a pilot basis to 
implement an intensive action 
plan for de-addiction and make the 
districts drug-free, according to the 
redrafted National Drug Demand 
Reduction Policy.

The draft policy, which has been 
sent to the Cabinet by the ministry 
of social justice and empowerment, 
also proposed regulation of over 
the counter sale of sedatives and 
pain killers with the involvement of 
departments concerned both at the 
central as well as the state level.

The 15 districts which have 
been identified include Vishakhap-
atnam, Pune, Aizawl, Dibrugarh 
and Ludhiana.

“Integrated and comprehensive 
action plan would be carried out 
in the pilot districts initially for a 
period of one year for reduction in 
number of drug addicts and make 
these districts drug free,” said a 
government official.

The draft policy proposes up-
grading existing de-addiction cen-

tres in these pilot districts to treat-
ment clinics to provide for both 
inpatient and outpatient treatment 
facilities.

Also, as part of the draft policy, 
de-addiction centres would be set 
up in 25 factories and major indus-
trial establishments, 25 prisons, 25 
juvenile homes and 25 separate 
de-addiction centres for women in 
prisons.

The ministry of social justice 
and empowerment has forwarded 
the draft National Drug Demand 
Reduction Policy to the Union 
Cabinet last month after modifying 
the document as suggested by the 
group of ministers (GoM).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had directed the GoM, headed by 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh, to 
examine the draft national policy 
which seeks to address the problem 
of drug and substance abuse in the 
country.

The GoM comprised ministers 
of health, social justice and empow-
erment, women and child develop-
ment, transport, and home affairs.

(and) endorsed by senior 
leaders like (Union Home 
Minister) Rajnath (Singh) 
Ji never wavered. It is sad 
to see them disown their 
own initiative & label it a 
‘soft approach’, she wrote 
on Twitter.

“Status quo on Article 
370, dialogue with Pa-
kistan & (and) Hurriyat 
were a part of AoA (Agen-
da of Alliance). Encourag-
ing dialogue, withdrawing 
cases against stone pelters 
& the unilateral ceasefire 
were much needed meas-
ures to restore confidence 
on the ground. This was 
recognized & endorsed by 

BJP,” she said.
Slamming her former 

alliance partner, Meh-
booba said the allegations 
levelled by Shah at a rally 
in Jammu yesterday, had 
no basis in reality.

Allegations of discrim-
ination against Jammu & 
Ladakh have no basis in 
reality. Yes, the valley has 
been in turmoil for a long 
time & the floods of 2014 
were a setback, therefore 
needed focused attention. 
But that does not mean 
that there was any less 
development elsewhere,” 
she said.

Shah had yesterday 

said that the BJP’s deci-
sion to pull out from the 
state government was 
taken in view of the dete-
riorating law-and-order 
situation and failure of 
the state government to 
ensure an equitable de-
velopment, especially of 
the Jammu and Ladakh 
regions.

Mehbooba asked the 
BJP to review the per-
formance of their own 
ministers, who, she said, 
had no such concerns 
during the last three years 
and never talked about 
the ‘discrimination’ at the 
state or central level.

Talking about the state 
government’s handling of 
the sensational Kathua 
rape-murder case, she 
said it was her duty to 
not handover the case to 
the CBI and issue orders 
not to harass Gujjar and 
Bakarwal communities in 
order to provide a sense of 
security to them.

The former chief min-
ister also hit out at senior 
BJP leader Chowdhary Lal 
Singh’s ‘threat’ to Kash-
miri journalists and asked 
what was the party going 
to do about him.
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‘We want the children free!’: a cry 
from inside migrant detention centre

Saudi women are now driving as longstanding ban ends

Prince William begins 
historic Middle East visit

Hope all countries cooperate with 
Human Rights Council — UN official

Polling underway for Turkey elections

US lawmaker seriously injured

Demonstrators block a bus with immigrant children onboard during a protest outside the U.S. Border Patrol Central Processing Center 
Saturday, June 23, 2018, in McAllen, Texas.

25 injured in Germany  
building explosion
Berlin, June 24 (IANS): At least 25 people were injured in 
an explosion that ripped through a building in Germany’s 
Wuppertal city, police said on Sunday. The explosion took 
place late Saturday night with fire fighters still trying to 
douse the flames in different parts of the building as of 
Sunday morning, reports Express News. The cause of the 
explosion remains unclear. 

“It can currently not be ruled out that there are 
still other people in the building. The rescue efforts are 
ongoing,” a police officer said. Four of the injured were 
reported to be critical.

EU to offer proposals to protect 
Iran’s interest from n-deal
Tehran, June 24 (IANS): An Iranian senior foreign ministry 
official has said European countries will soon offer a package 
to protect Iran’s interest from the 2015 international nuclear 
deal, the media reported. “Three European countries and 
the EU have pledged to propose a package of practical 
solutions to secure Iran’s interests in the deal,” said Abbas 
Araqchi, a deputy foreign minister, said in a gathering here 
on Saturday, Xinhua reported citing IRNA news agency.

“We are waiting and hope to receive the package by 
the end of this month,” said Araqchi, also the senior Iranian 
nuclear negotiator, was quoted as saying.

Sri Lanka probes death of  
Pakistani woman on flight
Colombo, June 24 (IANS): Police in Sri Lanka on Sunday 
launched a probe into the death of a Pakistani woman 
onboard a flight which arrived here from Singapore, 
authorities said on Sunday.

The 86-year-old Pakistani was on a Sri Lankan Airlines 
flight from Changi Airport in Singapore on Saturday, reports 
Xinhua news agency. The remains of the victim was taken 
to the Negombo Hospital for post-mortem, the police said. 
The victim’s identity has not been revealed.

5.2-magnitude quake jolts Hawaii
Honolulu, June 24 (IANS): An earthquake measuring 5.2 on 
the Richter caused by the continuous eruption of the Kilauea 
Volcano jolted Hawaii, according to the US Geological 
Survey.

The earthquake occurred on Saturday at a very shallow 
depth of 1,100 metres and its epicenter was located 5 km 
from the Kilauea volcano on the largest island of the Hawaii 
archipelago, reports Efe news.

The closest city to the epicenter is Hawaiian Paradise 
Park, with a population of more than 11,400, many of 
whom had already been evacuated following the eruption 
of the volcano. Prior to May 3 - when the Kilauea volcano 
erupted for the first time - the region had recorded a series 
of tremors of magnitude 5. 

Egypt condemns attack on 
Zimbabwe president’s rally
Cairo, June 24 (IANS): Egypt has condemned the attack on a 
rally of Zimbabwe’s President Emmerson Mnangagwa when 
he was addressing an electoral campaign, the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

The statement on Saturday expressed Egypt’s solidarity 
“with the Zimbabwean government and people to achieve 
security and stability in the country”, Xinhua news agency 
reported.  The blast took place on Saturday at White City 
Stadium in the city of Bulawayo, in southwest Zimbabwe, 
where several people were injured including senior 
presidential officials. President Mnangagwa, who was 
addressing thousands of his ruling party members and 
supporters, survived the attack safe and sound.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Otay Mesa (US), June 24 
(PTI/AFP): “Where are the 
children?” several women 
shout together from behind 
the detention centre wall. 

“We want the children 
free!” “Do you hear us?” 
supporters ask from out-
side. “What do you need?” 
This was the short inter-
play yesterday between 
hundreds of protesters and 
people being held at a US 
detention centre for un-
documented migrants in 
Otay Mesa, on the border 
with Mexico.

A group of people held 
at the centre had been sepa-
rated from their children as 
part of President Donald 
Trump’s “zero tolerance” 
policy. The president on 
Wednesday signed an order 
ending the practice of split-
ting migrant families, but 
2,300 children have already 
been separated from their 
parents.

“Shame,” “Abolish ICE 
(Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement),” and “You’re 
not alone,” shouted the esti-
mated 500 protesters rallied 
by religious leaders.

“I know those families 
are suffering and it is very 
hard to see that children 
have to go through the trau-
ma of a detention centre 
when they are 10, five years 
old,” Erica Leyva, 24, who 
travelled from Los Angeles 
to join the protest, told AFP.

Though she was born 
in the United States, she 
was briefly detained with 
her undocumented parents 
when she was four years 
old. “I remember how it felt 
to be behind bars,” she said.

Otay Mesa detention 
centre -- managed by a pri-

Ankara, June 24 (IANS): 
Polling was underway on 
Sunday in Turkey’s parlia-
mentary and presidential 
elections where incumbent 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan is seeking re-election 
for a new five-year term 
which he says will bring 
prosperity and stability to 
the country.

Polling began at 8 a.m. 
and will continue till 5.00 
p.m. There are a total of 
56,322,632 registered voters 
with 180,065 ballot boxes 
across the country, reports 
Anadolu news agency.

Erdogan, who is repre-
senting the People’s Alliance 
formed by the Justice and 
Development (AK) Party 
and the Nationalist Move-
ment Party (MHP), must 
secure more than 50 per 
cent of the vote for an out-
right win. 

If the threshold is not 
reached, a runoff could be 
held on July 8 between the 
leading two contenders, 
Hurriyet Daily News re-
ported. Five candidates are 
in the fray against Erdogan 
who has been in power 
since he was elected Prime 
Minister in 2003.

Deemed his main rival, 
physics teacher Muharrem 
Ince is backed by the main 
opposition Republican Peo-
ple’s Party (CHP) and has 
wooed crowds with an en-
gaging election campaign. 

His rallies in Turkey’s 
three main cities of Istan-
bul, Ankara and Izmir drew 
massive numbers.

Also challenging Erdog-
an is former Interior Minis-

Hessah al-Ajaji drivers her car down the capital’s busy Tahlia Street after midnight for the first time 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Sunday, June 24, 2018. Saudi women are in the driver’s seat for the first time 
in their country and steering their way through busy city streets just minutes after the world’s last 
remaining ban on women driving was lifted on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Turkey’s President and ruling Justice and Development Party, or AKP, 
leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan casts his ballot in Turkey’s elections at 
a polling station in Istanbul, Sunday, June 24, 2018. 

AP/PTI

AP/PTI

vate company -- has the 
capacity for some 1,500 
people, though in January 
it announced an expansion 
of 30 per cent, according 
to local media. ICE did not 
respond to AFP’s calls about 
the detention centre.

On Friday, Democratic 
Senator Kamala Harris vis-
ited several undocument-
ed women at the centre 
who were separated from 
their children. “The stories 
they shared with me paint 
a picture of human rights 
abuses being committed by 
our government. We are so 
much better this,” she said.

Demonstrators covered 
the name of the detention 

centre with a white sheet 
that read “concentration 
camp” in black letters and 
placed toys and stuffed ani-
mals around in protest.

Pastor and activist Ben 
McBride requested a prayer 
for “our immigrant rela-
tives” before moving with a 
group to the fence, despite a 
“private property” sign and 
the warning of two guards 
armed with pepper spray.

At the gate, topped with 
barbed wire, they tied chil-
dren’s shoes and keys to 
demand the release and 
reunification with family of 
those detained.

“Release them!” they 
shouted. “Without justice 

there is no peace!” “This 
is indecent, it is immoral,” 
the pastor exclaimed to of-
ficials. Apolonia Gregorio 
Jeronimo, 33, and two of her 
three children were visiting 
her detained husband at 
the centre. Her was arrested 
six months ago and can be 
deported in August. “I thank 
you very much for your 
support,” said the woman, 
who told how her husband 
arrived in the United States 
fleeing gang violence in 
Guatemala.

“He is desperate; he is 
sure that they kill him,” ex-
plained Apolonia, who is 
a beneficiary of DACA, the 
program that protects un-

documented immigrants 
who arrived in the United 
States as children.

Earlier in San Diego, 40 
kilometers (25 miles) from 
the detention centre, some 
1,500 people also protested 
against Trump’s immigra-
tion policy. “Families must 
be together,” “No to the 
wall,” and “Seeking asylum 
is still legal,” were among 
the slogans on signs they 
carried. 

And in response to the 
jacket First Lady Melania 
Trump wore on a trip to 
Texas to visit a detention 
centre for undocumented 
children -- which bore the 
text “I really don’t care.

London, June 24 (IANS): Prince William 
on Sunday began his first official royal visit 
to Israel and the Palestinian territories in a 
five-day tour of the Middle East.

He will arrive in Jordan on Sunday, 
meeting Jordanian Crown Prince Al-Hus-
sein bin Abdullah II, reports the BBC.

The Duke of Cambridge is scheduled to 
meet both Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas. During his visit to 
Israel, the Duke of Cambridge will visit the 
World Holocaust Remembrance Centre and 
lay a wreath to commemorate those who 
died during the Second World War.

He is expected to visit Jerusalem’s Old 
City and the grave of Princess Alice of 
Greece, his great-grandmother and the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s mother.

The duke will visit Ramallah in the West 

Bank, where he will focus on issues facing 
refugee communities, as well as meeting 
Abbas.

A Kensington Palace spokesman said: 
“The historic nature of this tour is of course 
important and the duke considers it a great 
privilege to be undertaking the first ever of-
ficial royal tour of Israel and the Palestinian 
territories, and to be able to help further 
strengthen the friendship between Jordan 
and the UK.”

This is the first official tour of Israel 
or the Palestinian areas by a member of 
the Royal Family on behalf of the British 
government. The Duke of Edinburgh and 
the Prince of Wales have previously visited 
Jerusalem, but not as part of an official tour. 

In 2016, the Prince of Wales also vis-
ited Tel Aviv for the funeral of former Israeli 
president Shimon Peres.

United Nations, June 24 (PTI): A UN official 
has hoped that all countries would cooper-
ate with the UN’s human rights body and 
give access to human rights rapporteurs.

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres’ 
deputy spokesman Farhan Haq’s remarks 
came in response to a question on Pakistan’s 
comments that it was ready to facilitate 
the Commission of Inquiry as proposed in 
a recent UN report to Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir if India gives a similar access to the 
UN team to Jammu and Kashmir. 

“ we’re always pleased when countries 
cooperate with the Human Rights Council 
and give access to human rights rappor-
teurs and we hope that all countries would 
do so,” Haq told reporters during a press 
briefing on Friday.

Earlier this month, the UN’s Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights re-
leased its first-ever report on alleged human 
rights violation in Kashmir and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and demanded an 
international probe into it.

India has rejected the UN report, term-

ing it as “fallacious, tendentious and moti-
vated and a selective compilation of largely 
unverified information. 

Last week, the US quit the UN Human 
Rights Council, calling it a “cesspool of 
political bias” that targets Israel dispropor-
tionately while ignoring atrocities in other 
countries.

Washington, June 24 (IANS): A US law-
maker has been hospitalised with serious 
injuries following a car accident, the media 
reported

On Friday night, South Carolina con-
gressional candidate Katie Arrington Ar-
rington was traveling on a highway in the 
passenger seat when another driver travel-
ling in the wrong direction struck the car 

carrying her and a friend, her campaign said 
on Twitter on Saturday. 

Arrington suffered a fracture to her back, 
broken ribs, and a partial collapse of the 
main artery in her legs, reports CNN. 

She will have to undergo “major sur-
gery” to remove a portion of her small in-
testine and a portion of her colon, and will 
require a stent in the main artery in her legs.

Riyadh, June 24 (PTI/AP): 
Saudi women are in the 
driver’s seat for the first 
time in their country and 
steering their way through 
busy city streets just min-
utes after the world’s last 
remaining ban on women 
driving was lifted today. 

It’s a euphoric and his-
toric moment for women 
who have had to rely on 
their husbands, fathers, 
brothers and drivers to run 
basic errands, get to work, 
visit friends or even drop 
kids off at school. The ban 
had relegated women to 
the backseat, restricting 
when and how they move 
around.

But after midnight to-
day, Saudi women finally 
joined women around the 
world in being able to get 
behind the wheel of a car 
and simply drive.

“I’m speechless. I’m so 
excited it’s actually happen-
ing,” said Hessah al-Ajaji, 
who drove her family’s Lex-
us down the capital’s busy 
Tahlia Street after midnight.

Al-Ajaji had a US driv-
er’s license before obtain-
ing a Saudi one and ap-
peared comfortable at the 
wheel as she pulled up and 

parked. As for the male 
drivers on the road, “they 
were really supportive and 
cheering and smiling,” she 
said.

In a few hours, she says 
she’ll drive herself to work 
for the first time in Saudi 
Arabia.

For nearly three dec-
ades, outspoken Saudi 

women and the men who 
supported them had called 
for women to have the right 
to drive. They faced ar-
rest for defying the ban as 
women in other Muslim 
countries drove freely.

In 1990, during the first 
driving campaign by ac-
tivists, women who got 
behind the wheels of their 

cars in the capital, Riyadh, 
lost their jobs, faced severe 
stigmatization and were 
barred from travel abroad 
for a year.

Ultraconservatives 
in Saudi Arabia had long 
warned that allowing wom-
en to drive would lead to 
sin and expose women 
to harassment. Ahead of 

allowing women to drive, 
the kingdom passed a law 
against sexual harassment 
with up to five years prison 
for the most severe cases.

Criticism against wom-
en driving has largely been 
muted since since King Sal-
man announced last year 
that they would be allowed 
to drive.

Simultaneously, how-
ever, at least 10 of the most 
outspoken supporters of 
women’s rights were ar-
rested just weeks before 
the ban was lifted, signal-
ing that only the king and 
his powerful son, Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, will decide the pace of 
change.

With state-backed sup-
port for the move, many 
Saudis now say they sup-
port the decision allowing 
women to drive and see it 
as long overdue.

Not all women are driv-
ing at once, though. The 
overwhelming majority of 
women in Saudi Arabia still 
don’t have licenses. Many 
haven’t had a chance to 
take the gender-segregated 
driving courses that were 
first offered to women only 
three months ago. There’s 

also a waiting list of several 
months for the classes on 
offer in major cities. And 
the classes can be costly, 
running several hundred 
dollars.

Other women already 
own cars driven by chauf-
feurs and are in no rush to 
drive themselves. In many 
cases, women say they’ll 
wait before rushing to drive 
to see how the situation on 
the streets pans out and 
how male drivers react.

“I will get my driver’s 
license, but I won’t drive 
because I have a driver. I 
am going to leave it for an 
emergency. It is one of my 
rights and I will keep it in 
my purse,” said 60 year-old 
Lulwa al-Fireiji.

While some still quietly 
oppose the change, there 
are men openly embrac-
ing it. 

“I see that this decision 
will make women equal to 
men and this will show us 
that women are capable of 
doing anything a man can 
do,” said Fawaz al-Harbi. 
“I am very supportive and 
in fact I have been waiting 
for this decision so that 
my mother, my sisters will 
drive.”

ter Meral Aksener, Hurriyet 
reported. 

The only female candi-
date, Aksener broke away 
from Turkey’s main nation-
alist party over its support 
for Erdogan and formed the 
centre-right and nationalist 
Good Party (IYI Party).

Turkey will also be elect-
ing 600 lawmakers to parlia-
ment - 50 more than in the 
previous assembly. For the 
parliamentary polls, eight 
political parties are in the 
fray.

Voters will cast two sep-
arate ballot papers in the 
same envelope -- one for 
the presidential and one for 
the parliamentary elections.

After the voting ends, 
ballots cast for the presi-
dential candidates will be 
counted first. Some 1.49 

million expats voted in a 
13-day period between June 
7-19 at 123 Turkish missions 
abroad.

Whoever wins the elec-
tion will be given sweeping 
new powers, as the role of 
Prime Minister is dissolved 
and the President gains the 
authority to issue laws by 
decree, reports CNN.

Erdogan has dominated 
Turkish politics since 2003. 

He implemented poli-
cies that encouraged sus-
tained economic growth 
and development, chal-
lenged Turkey’s secular 
foundations by bringing 
Islamic conservatism to 
public life and gutted public 
institutions by having tens 
of thousands arrested fol-
lowing a failed military coup 
in 2016.
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Madonna’s love letter to female model up for auction

Director and producer Ajay Kumar along with actress Asen Jamir at the re-launch of the film ‘Notun 
Jevan’ at Hotel Saramati on Sunday June 24.

Singer Madonna was crushing hard on the model she famously kissed in her 1990 
“Justify My Love” video, and professed it in a love letter that is now up for auction. 
The “Material Girl sent the handwritten letter to Amanda Cazalet in 1991, not long 
after the 2 worked together on the sexy music video. She starts with a joke about not 
being able to get in touch with Amanda, saying it’s like “trying to seduce the pope.” 
It gets much steamier from there, with Madonna calling her the most beautiful 
woman in the world and admitting she fantasises about kissing her again, reports 
tmz.com. She adds ... “I cannot explain my attraction -- nevertheless it’s there.” Ac-
cording to the online auction house, GottaHaveRockandRoll.com ... Cazalet says this 
letter is just one of several between Madge and her during the years following the 
music video. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: The incredible 2 (Eng) 3D

11 am 2 pm: Race-3 (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

“G
ame of 
Thrones” 
stars Rose 
Leslie and Kit 
Harington, 

who played on-screen lovers 
in the hit show, got married at 
a church in Aberdeenshire in 
Scotland.

As they left from the wed-
ding venue, they were cheered 
and showered with flower petal 
confetti by guests who lined up, 
reports The Guardian.

The couple got into an old 
Land Rover Defender decorated 
with paper hearts and tin cans 
tied to the back, which rattled 
as the couple drove off to the 
reception at Leslie’s family’s 
12th-century castle.

Among the guests were 
“Game of Thrones” stars Peter 
Dinklage, Maisie Williams, 
Sophie Turner and Emilia Clarke 
as well as Jack Donnelly and his 
partner, fellow actor Malin Aker-
man.

Leslie wore a flowing ivory 
gown and veil for the ceremony, 

while 
Ha- rington was 
dressed in a morning suit.

The couple, both aged 31, 
met in 2012 while playing on-

screen 
lovers - Ygritte and 

Jon Snow - in the TV drama. 
Two years after they met, Leslie 
left “Game of Thrones”, while 
Harington has become one of 
the show’s most popular stars, 

hav-
ing appeared in 

every episode.
They announced their en-

gagement last year.
Fans of the show gathered 

outside the castle hoping to 
catch a glimpse of the couple.

IANS

D
irector Ashwiny Iyer 
Tiwari says she is 
honoured to represent 
India at the BRICS film 
festival, to be held in 

Durban in July.
Her short film “Ghar ki Murgi” 

(“Taken For Granted”), which 
found its place at Shanghai Inter-
national Festival, will be show-
cased at the BRICS film fest and 
will release in China soon.

Ashwiny holds the recognition 
of being one of the five female 
directors from BRICS countries 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) to be selected to 
showcase their respective work 

during the fest.
“I am happy to be a part of BRICS 

representing our country at a global 
level. As a filmmaker its important 
to spread happiness and inspiration 
through stories,” Ashwiny said in a 
statement.

“And what other better way than 
coming together with four other direc-

tors to spread the strong message of 
equality unanimously,” she added.

The other four filmmakers are 
Brazilian director Daniela Thomas, Rus-
sian director Elizaveta Stishova, South 
African filmmaker Sara Blecher and Chi-
nese director Liu Yulin.

“Ghar ki Murgi” was shot in Delhi 
and features Sakshi Tanwar.

IANS

H
ollywood star Tom Cruise says he 
has ideas for at least two or three 
more “Mission: Impossible” 
movies. The 55-year-old actor, 
who returns as Ethan Hunt in the 

sixth movie of the series with the upcoming 
“Mission: Impossible - Fallout”, believes there 

is still a lot of mileage in the character.
‘I have a lot of ideas about the next phase, 

about the next two or three, of where I want to 
go. I’m not ready to discuss it now, but you’ll 
be able to see when you see this movie. It’s 
very much the epic in all of this series.

“McQ (director Christopher McQuarrie) 

and I talked about it and I was like, ‘We’ve 
earned it with this franchise to blow it out of 
this way’,” Cruise told Total Film magazine.

The actor has been a part of the franchise 
since 1996, but he does not find it as easy as 
he always expects to make the movies. 

PTI

R
ocklore 2018, the 5th 
edition of  the Northeast 
Indigenous Music Festival 
will be held at Don Bosco 
Institute Ac Hall in Don Bo-

sco School compound on July 5 from 
6 pm onwards. 

An update from the organisers 
issued on June 24 mentioned that the 
Rocklore would be held by conglom-
eration of top notch  bands from the 
region. 

The date is said to be fixed during 
the world cup break while the entry is 
said to be free.

This year’s line up for the festival 

are said to be Ambush (Diphu), Fid-
dlecraft (Pune), Wine O’Clock (Guwa-
hati), Shape A Shade (Dimapur), Tune 
Up Channel (Mokokchung), Frozen 
Heart (Dimapur), Brainstorm Island 
(Kohima) and Abiogenesis (Dimapur). 
Two more artistes to be announced, 
one each by Songdew (New Delhi) 
and ICCR Shillong. 

Songdew TV, the new satellite In-
die Music TV channel is said to cover 
the festival.

NEFFMF is brought by Abiogen-
esis Society with support from North 
East Council, Shillong.

EMN

T
he Peren 
district music 
society com-
memorated 
the much 

anticipated World Music 
Day (WMD) on June 21 
at Town Hall in Peren 
town.

A press release issued 
on June 24 mentioned 
that the event was graced 
by Er. Asembe Mbung, 

SDO, PWD.
Many young and old 

from different corners 
of the district throng 
in to celebrate WMD. 
A big part of the crowd 
was compelled to stand 
outside the hall and wit-
ness the show as the Hall 
could not accommodate 
all the people inside.

The participants 
belted out their best to 

enthral the crowd and to 
showcase their talents.

The program is said 
to have featured various 
artists including solo, 
duet, guitar recitals, 
piano recitals, flute recit-
als, beatbox. etc., The 
PDMS band winded up 
the show with various 
numbers most of the 
oldies.

EMN

‘GoT’ stars Kit Harington, Rose 
Leslie get married

Ashwiny Iyer 
Tiwari happy to 
represent India at 
BRICS film fest

Tom Cruise planning more ‘Mission: Impossible’ films

Fifth edition of NE music 
fest. in Dimapur on July 5

World Music Day observed in Peren 

Next ‘Spider-Man’ film

Notun Jevan

“spider-Man: Homecoming” director Jon 
Watts has returned for the sequel, which is 

written by Chris McKenna and Erik Sommers.

A
ctor Tom Holland 
has leaked that the 
next “Spider-Man” 
is titled “Far From 
Home”.

Holland made the revela-
tion about the “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming” sequel, which 
also stars Jake Gyllenhaal as the 
villain Mysterio, via Instagram 
on Saturday, reports holly-
woodreporter.com.

Holland also continued 
the fun he has been having 
on social media, noting that 
following the events of “Aveng-
ers: Infinity War”, the idea of 
a “Spider-Man” sequel seems 
rather impossible.

The “Far From Home” title 
reflects that this will be the first 
“Spider-Man” solo movie to 
take the wallcrawler out of New 
York and put him in other parts 
of the world such as London.

Sony and Marvel Studios’ 
“Spider-Man: Far From Home” 
is set for a July 5, 2019 release 
date. It will be the first Marvel 
Cinematic Universe movie 
to follow “Avengers 4”, which 
opens two months earlier. 

“Spider-Man: Homecom-
ing” director Jon Watts has 
returned for the sequel, which 
is written by Chris McKenna 
and Erik Sommers.

IANS

 Actors Kit Harington and Rose Leslie react as they leave after their wed-

ding ceremony, at Rayne Church, Kirkton of Rayne in Aberdeenshire, 

Scotland, Saturday June 23, 2018. (PTI/AP)
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Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic celebrates her victory during day-
seven of the Nature Valley Classic at Edgbaston Priory, Birmingham, 
England on Sunday, June 24.

Lewis Hamilton (C) celebrates with his trophy after the French Grand Prix on Sunday, June 24.

AP/PTI

Germany players react after their teammate Toni Kroos, scoring his side’s second goal during the group F match against Sweden at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Fisht Stadium in Sochi, Russia on Saturday, June 23.

PTI

India hockey player Harmanpreet Singh celebrates scoring a goal against Argentina during the Champions 
Trophy Hockey 2018, in Breda, Netherlands on Sunday, June 24.

AP/PTI

Croatia’s Borna Coric, right, and Switzerland’s Roger Federer, left, pose with their trophies during the winners 
ceremony at the Gerry Weber Open ATP tennis tournament in Halle, Germany on Sunday, June 24.

India stun Argentina 2-1; continue 
unbeaten run in Champions Trophy

World Cup: Germany beat Sweden 2-1 to stay alive

Kohima inter-school 
football tourney 

from June 25

Legends of Barcelona, 
Mohun Bagan to clash 
in Kolkata

Kvitova beats Rybarikova to retain Birmingham title

Hamilton wins in France to retake F1 lead

Coric dethrones Federer at Halle Open

Nagaland chess championship postponed

Breda (Netherlands), June 
24 (PTI): India continued 
their unbeaten run in the 
Champions Trophy hockey 
tournament and surprised 
Olympic champions Argen-
tina 2-1 for a second con-
secutive win in the 37th and 
last edition of the prestigious 
tournament here today.

India scored both their 
goals in the second quar-
ter through Harmanpreet 
Singh (17th minute), who 
converted a penalty corner, 
and Mandeep Singh (28th).

World number two Ar-
gentina’s lone goal came 
from the sticks of dragflciker 
Gonzalo Peillat, who scored 
from a set piece in the 30th 
minute.

India, eying their maid-
en Champions Trophy title, 
had earlier crushed bitter-
rivals Pakistan 4-0 in their 
campaign opener yesterday.

India now sit atop the 
six-team standings with two 
wins from as many games.

The eight-time Olym-
pic champions will take on 
world champions Australia 
in their next round robin 
match on June 27.

The team’s new chief  
coach Harendra Singh 
couldn’t have asked for a 
better start to his fourth stint 
with the senior national 
side. Harendra took over 
the reigns after swapping 
roles with Sjoerd Marijne, 
following India’s dreadful 

Commonwealth Games 
campaign.

Coming into the tour-
nament on the back of  a 
disastrous campaign at the 
Gold Coast Games, where 
they finished a disappoint-
ing fourth, the Indians made 
their intentions clear early 
on by showcasing all-round, 
compact hockey in their 
opening two games.

The Indians carried on 

from where they left against 
Pakistan last night and pro-
duced a solid display in all 
departments of the game to 
get the better of their fancied 
rivals.

The defence, which 
was once India’s perennial 
problem, yet again stole the 
show with a compact dis-
play, while the forwardline 
was up to the mark despite 
missing Ramandeep Singh 

owing to a knee injury suf-
fered yesterday.

The talismanic Sardar 
Singh, who played his 300th 
international game today, 
controlled the midfield and 
combined well with the for-
wardline to create opportu-
nities.

Argentina, however, 
were quick to get off  the 
blocks, securing three con-
secutive penalty corners in 

Sochi, June 24 (IANS): 
Tony Kroos produced a last 
gasp winner as Germany 
revived their campaign with 
a 2-1 win over Sweden in a 
group F match of the FIFA 
World Cup here.

Ola Toivonen gave Swe-
den the lead with a superb 
finish in the 32nd minute 
during the match on Sat-
urday.

Germany displayed 
large doses of  their famed 
fighting spirit as they staged 
a strong comeback in the 
second half.

Marco Reus (48th min-
ute) got the equaliser early 
in the second half.

Germany left everything 
to the last minute, scoring in 
the 95th minute, avoiding 
what could have been an 
embarrassing elimination 
from the World Cup in the 
group stage.

The Germans felt disas-
ter coming when Ola To-
inoven scored the first goal 
in the 32nd minute, giving 
Sweden a 1-0 lead by half  
time, Efe news reports.

To Germany’s relief, 
Marco Reus scored three 
minutes into the second 
half off a cross from the left 
by Timo Werner, giving his 
teammates the jolt of energy 

Kohima, June 24 (EMN): 
The second edition of  Ko-
hima District Inter-School 
Football Tournament will 
commence from Monday at 
Khuochiezie ground in Ko-
hima. The inaugural func-
tion of  the championship, 
scheduled to be held at 1.30 
pm, will be graced by MLA 
Khriehu Liezietsu as patron.

The tournament is being 
organised by Royal Club 
Kohima in collaboration 
with Department of School 
Education and Youth Re-
sources & Sports, and will 
be played till July 9. 30 teams 
-25 private schools and five 
government schools- within 
Kohima will be vying for the 
championship title.

Besides trophies, cita-
tions and certificates, the 
winning team will walk 
away with INR 70,000 
while the runner-up will be 
awarded a cash prize of INR 
40,000. The two losing semi-
finalists will receive INR 
20,000 each.

In addition, INR 5000 
each will be awarded to the 
player of  the tournament, 
the ‘best cheering school’ 
and the best disciplined 
team, the organisers have 
informed.

The organisers also 

stated to allocate INR 1000 
as incentive to every team 
during the match for re-
freshments. Minister’s Hill 
Baptist Higher Secondary 
School will take on Khedi 
Baptist Higher Second in the 
opening match of the tour-
nament on Monday follow-
ing the inaugural function.

Three matches will be 
played daily from Tuesday 
onwards with the first match 
starting at 11 am.

The participating teams 
are divided into two pools: 
‘Pool A’ consists of  The 
Vineyard School, Bethel 
HSS, TMGHSS, Don Bos-
co HSS, Mt. Hermon HSS, 
Loyola School, Grace HSS, 
Christ King HSS, Don Bos-
co Tseminyu, Holy Family 
HSS, Charity School, St. 
Paul Phesama, Mt. Sinai 
HSS, Dainty Buds School 
and Rüzhükhrie GHSS, 
while teams under ‘Pool 
B’ include; GHS Rüsoma, 
St. Mary’s Cathedral HSS, 
MHBHSS, Khedi Baptist 
HSS, Baptist High, Chand-
mari HSS, BM School 
Jotsoma, Mezhür HSS, 
GHSS Jotsoma, Stella HSS, 
Northfield, Dr. Neilhou-
zhu GHSS, CD King HSS 
Jotsoma, Mt. Carmel and 
G. Rio.

Kolkata, June 24 (IANS): 
Dutch legends Patrick 
Kluivert and Frank de Boer 
would be among a host of  
world cuppers expected to 
be seen in action as former 
stars of  Spanish giant FC 
Barcelona clash with Mo-
hun Bagan here on Septem-
ber 28, the organisers said 
on Sunday.

The match, dubbed 
‘Clash of  legends’, would 
be played in Kolkata’s 
iconic Vivekananda Yuba 
Bharati Krirangan, that 
hosted several high-voltage 
matches of  the 2017 FIFA 
U-17 World Cup, including 
the final.

Among the stars of  yes-
teryears slated to feature in 
the line up of  the Catalan 
club for the match are Neth-
erlands’ world cupper Edgar 
Davids, French defensive 
midfielder Eric Abidal and 
Brazilian central defender 
Edmilson.

Stating that the history 

and legacy of  both clubs 
date back to more than a 
century, Mohun Bagan Sec-
retary Anjan Mitra termed 
the opportunity as an hon-
our for the city giants.

“It will be an honour to 
face a club like FC Barcelo-
na that is rated amongst the 
topmost clubs in the world. 
We might not match them 
in terms of  heavyweight 
footballers they have, but 
we are no less in terms of  
football history,” Mitra, 
who was present at the of-
ficial announcement of the 
match, said.

“It is also a wonderful 
opportunity for the football 
crazy people of Kolkata to 
witness their heroes play,” 
he added.

Former Brazilian foot-
baller Jose Ramirez Bar-
reto, who played many 
memorable matches for the 
green and maroon brigade, 
will turn out for them once 
more.

Birmingham (England), 
June 24 (AP): Petra Kvi-
tova fought back from a set 
down to beat Magdalena 
Rybarikova and retain her 
Birmingham Classic title 
on Sunday as the Czech 
player continued her im-
pressive form ahead of  
Wimbledon.

Kvitova hadn’t dropped 
a set in Birmingham but 
was tested by Rybarikova 
before eventually prevail-
ing 4-6, 6-1, 6-2.

The two-time Wim-
bledon champion turned 
on the style after losing 
the first set and sealed the 
match with an ace at the 
end of  a love service game.

It was Kvitova’s fifth 
title this year, more than 
any other player on the 

the first quarter, but the In-
dian defence stood tall to 
deny Peillat.

Next it was India’s turn 
to earn a penalty corner in 
the 17th minute and Har-
manpreet fired home with 
a low flick through the legs 
of  Argentina goalkeeper 
Tomas Santiago.

Two minutes from half  
time, India doubled their 
lead through Mandeep but 
it was Dilpreet, who created 
the chance by brilliantly con-
trolling a overhead long ball 
inside the circle and then 
setting it up for his striking 
colleague.

Argentina pulled one 
goal back just at the stroke 
of half time through Peillat’s 
powerful strike to the top left 
corner of the Indian goal.

India got their second 
penalty corner seconds from 
half time but Harmanpreet 
failed this time.

After the change of ends, 
the Los Leones pressed hard 
and in the process earned 
their fifth penalty corner, but 
the Indian defence was up to 
the task.

Minutes later, Argentina 
custodian Santiago made a 
double save from a counter-
attack to deny Dilpreet and 
Mandeep.

In the final quarter, Va-
run Kumar made a goal-line 
save to deny Lucas Villa a 
chance to draw parity for 
Argentina.

Halle (Germany), June 24 
(IANS): Croatia’s Borna 
Coric on Sunday claimed the 
Halle Open title after beating 
defending champion and 
world No. 1 Roger Federer 
of Switzerland 7-6 (8-6), 3-6, 
6-2 in the final match, effec-
tively handing the top spot 
in the ATP ranking back to 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal.

It took world No. 34 
Coric a little over two hours 
to claim his first grass court 
title at the Wimbledon tune-
up tournament, as well as 
his first victory over Federer 
in their third career match, 
ending the Swiss player’s 
grass-court winning streak 
at 20, reports Efe.

The 21-year-old Croa-

tian had started the tour-
nament by beating world 
No. 3 Alexander Zverev of  
Germany, and finished by 
denying Federer his 99th 
career title.

Coric became only the 
sixth player to defeat Federer 
in a grass court final, join-
ing Novak Djokovic of Ser-
bia, Britain’s Andy Murray, 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal, Ger-
many’s Tommy Haas and 
Australia’s Lleyton Hewitt.

Having already made 
history as the first Croatian 
to reach the final of  the 
26-year-old tournament, 
Coric also took revenge for 
his loss to Federer in the 
2018 Indian Wells semifinal 
in Mar.

Federer, who was seek-
ing his 10th Halle Open title 
and won the Mercedes Cup 
last week, had the oppor-
tunity to take the lead but 
squandered two set points 
in the tie break.

The 20-time Grand 
Slam champion seemed to 
have regained control of  
the match as he drew level 
thanks to a service break 
in the eighth game of  the 
second set.

However, Federer con-
ceded his serve twice in the 
third set - in the sixth and 
eighth games - and although 
he managed to save a match 
point, the second did the 
trick for Coric, giving him 
his second career title.

Dimapur, June 24 (EMN): Nagaland 
Chess Association in a press note stated that 
the 17th Nagaland State Chess Champion-
ship 2018 which was supposed to be held 
from July 2 to 5 has been deferred to July 3 
till the 6th due to unavoidable circumstance 
at the Red Cross Conference Hall Kohima, 
Nagaland. 

The Championship will have three cat-
egory; open category, U-14 and U-17 years 
(boys and girls) category. Players of U-14 
and U-17 years’ category are requested 
to produce birth certificate and registered 

within one year of  birth as per All India 
Chess Federation (AICF) norms and also 
requested to come with school uniform 
during the inaugural and closing function.

Interested persons can register with an 
entry fee of INR 1000 in open category and 
INR 500 for U-14 and U-17 years’ category 
at Shri Ganesh Book Centre below Mato 
Complex opp. SBI Bazar Branch Kohima, 
Nagaland on or before July 2.

For more information one can contact 
the following phone numbers: 7005651166, 
9774419341 and 7005580145.  

and confidence they needed.
Germany soon took con-

trol of the match, achieving 
nearly 80 per cent posses-
sion of  the ball and find-

ing several clear chances to 
score, although the Swedish 
defence held the line.

Even though Jerome 
Boateng received a red card 

in the 83rd minute, the Ger-
mans continued to play as 
one would expect from the 
former World Cup cham-
pions.

In the 89th minute, Ger-
many’s Mario Gomez was 
close to scoring with a superb 
header that was deflected by 
keeper Robin Olsen.

It wasn’t until the 95th 
minute that Germany sealed 
their 2-1 victory with a free 
kick by Toni Kroos from the 
left of  the box, beautifully 
curling the ball into the far 
corner of the net.

The rest of the game saw 
the Germans dominate as 
they created and wasted a 
hatful of chances.

The Swedish defence 
also did well, holding the 
defending champions at 
bay with some last ditch 
defending.

Kroos finally found the 
winner five minutes into sec-
ond half  added time when 
he curled in a free-kick at 
the far post.

Sweden and Germany 
are now tied in Group F 
with three points each, while 
Mexico is in first place with 
six points and South Korea 
is last with zero point.

Germany have three 
points from two matches 
and will face South Korea 
in their final group engage-
ment.

Sweden, who had beat-
en the Koreans in their first 
match, remained on three 
points as well.

They will take on Mex-
ico in their third and final 
group match.

tour.
If  she maintains this 

high level for another three 
weeks, everything seems 
possible for the player 

whose career looked seri-
ously in doubt 18 months 
ago after a knife attack at 
her home in December 
2016.

Le Castellet (France), June 
24 (Reuters): Formula One 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
won the French Grand Prix 
for Mercedes on Sunday to 
retake the overall lead from 
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, 
who finished fifth after a first 
lap collision.

The victory was the 65th 
of Hamilton’s F1 career but 
the Briton’s first in France, 
which was returning to the 
calendar after a 10-year ab-
sence, and continued a tri-
umphant day for English 
sports fans.

“Great work guys! I’m 
so happy for England as 
well,” he said over the team 
radio, referring to the nation-

al soccer team’s 6-1 World 
Cup rout of Panama in Rus-
sia. “It’s a beautiful Sunday, 
everyone.”

Hamilton, who had 
started on pole position, now 
leads Vettel by 14 points after 
eight of 21 races. The Briton 
has 145 and German 131.

Re d  B u l l ’s  D u t c h 
20-year-old Max Verstap-
pen took the chequered flag 
in second place with Kimi 
Raikkonen completing the 
podium for Ferrari and Aus-
tralian Daniel Ricciardo 
finishing fourth for Red Bull.

Hamilton had never be-
fore won in France and his 
victory at Le Castellet, a 
southern circuit that last 

hosted Formula One in 
1990, set a record for the 
most wins at different grands 
prix.

He had shared the record 
of  22 with retired seven-
times world champion Mi-
chael Schumacher. He also 
extended his record of wins 
at different circuits to 26.

There was drama at the 
start as Hamilton and Mer-
cedes team mate Valtteri 
Bottas lined up on the front 
row with Vettel just behind 
in third.

Vettel and Bottas col-
lided as they jostled for po-
sition, with the German 
handed a five-second penalty 
for causing the collision.
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England's John Stones, middle, reacts after scoring his side's fourth goal during the group G match against Panama at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup at the Nizhny Novgorod Stadium in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia on Sunday, June 24.

AP/PTI

Lionel Messi, center, and teammates jog during a training session of Argentina at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in Bronnitsy, Russia on Sunday, June 24.

AP/PTI

Senegal goalkeeper Khadim Ndiaye, left, fails to stop a goal from Japan's Takashi Inui, during the 
group H match between Japan and Senegal at the 2018 soccer World Cup at the Yekaterinburg 
Arena in Yekaterinburg , Russia on Sunday, June 24.

AP/PTI

Paul Pogba

Diego Maradona reacts during Argentina and Croatia's match. 

England thrash Panama to move 
into World Cup last 16 with Belgium

Maradona demands access 
to Argentina training

This could be my last 
World Cup — Pogba

Honda hits late Japan leveller to blow World Cup group wide open

Argentina seek great escape via rejuvenated Nigeria

Nizhniy Novgorod (Rus-
sia), June 24 (PTI/AFP): 
England recorded their 
biggest ever World Cup fi-
nals win by thrashing an ill-
disciplined Panama 6-1 on 
Sunday to breeze through 
to the knockout stage after 
two games.

A hat-trick from captain 
Harry Kane -- which means 
he is now the leading scorer 
in the tournament with 
five goals -- two from John 
Stones, his first ever in an 
England shirt, and a beauty 
from Jesse Lingard com-
pleted the crushing victory.

The result also con-
firmed Belgium's qualifica-
tion for the knockout stage 
and means Panama exit 
the tournament alongside 
Tunisia.

The records tumbled 
for England on an easy af-
ternoon by the River Volga.
Records tumble 
The rout was the first time 
England have scored more 
than four goals at a World 
Cup finals since winning 
the tournament in 1966.

It was the first time in 
England's history they have 
managed five goals in a first 
half and Kane became the 
first England player to score 
a World Cup hat-trick since 
Gary Lineker in 1986.

It is also the first time 
they have qualified for the 
knockout stage since 2010, 

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

EGYPT

RUSSIA

PORTUGAL

SAUDIA ARABIA

URUGUAY

IRAN

SPAIN MOROCCO

(GROUP A) - VOLGOGRAD ARENA- 7:30 PM

(GROUP A) -  SAMARA ARENA  - 7:30 PM

(GROUP B) - MORDOVIA ARENA - 11:30 PM

(GROUP B) - KALININGRAD - 11:30 PM

TODAY’S MATCHES

and the biggest victory so 
far at this tournament.

Intriguingly, it also 
means they are level on 
points, goal difference and 
goals scored with Belgium 
in Group G. The two sides 
meet in Kaliningrad on 
Thursday.

Despite the result, Eng-

land started slowly and it 
was Panama who should 
have scored first in the fifth 
minute when Anibal Godoy 
blasted high and wide af-
ter the Central Americans 
carved open England's de-
fence.

England took the lead 
in the eighth minute when 

John Stones powered home 
a header from a Kieran 
Trippier corner, held up by 
the referee because of wres-
tling and pushing by the 
Panamanians, something 
which was set to become a 
theme of the match.

England extended their 
lead from the penalty spot 

in the 22nd minute after 
Lingard was brought down 
in the box by two defend-
ers.

That opened the flood-
gates.

Lingard scored the 
game's best goal in the 36th 
minute, a 20-yard curling 
shot past a helpless Jaime 

Yekaterinburg (Russia), 
June 24 (AFP): Substitute 
Keisuke Honda equalised 
with 12 minutes left as 
Japan twice pegged back 
Senegal in a thrilling 2-2 
draw on Sunday that leaves 
World Cup Group H wide 
open.

All eyes will now be on 
the other group match later 
in the evening between 
Poland and Colombia fol-
lowing this stalemate at the 
Yekaterinburg Arena.

As it stands, Japan and 
Senegal have four points 
after two games, with Co-
lombia and Poland on zero, 
though they have played a 
game less.

Midfielder Honda was 
the hero for Japan, scor-
ing the deserved leveller 
after goalkeeper Khadim 
N'Diaye flapped at a cross.

Senegal, who reached 
the quarter-finals in the 
country's previous World 
Cup appearance in 2002, 
needed just over 10 min-
utes to go in front.

Japan failed to deal with 
a right-wing cross with 
Genki Haraguchi nodding 

the ball straight to Senegal 
defender Youssouf Sabaly 
in the box.

He fired at Eiji Kawashi-
ma and the goalkeeper 
made a mess of it, punch-
ing the ball into the lurking 
Liverpool star Sadio Mane.

The ball bounced off 
the striker and into the 
net for his first goal at this 
tournament -- cue raucous 
Senegal celebrations with 
Khadim N'Diaye racing 
the length of the pitch to 
join in.

This match was billed 
as the pace and power of 
Senegal against the tacti-
cal and technical nous of 
Japan, who took a gamble 
and replaced Vahid Halil-
hodzic with Akira Nishino 
as coach just weeks before 
the World Cup.

It appeared to pay off 
when the unfancied Asians 
stunned 10-man Colombia 
2-1 in their opener, and 
on 34 minutes they were 
level with Senegal when 
Takashi Inui bent the ball 
wonderfully into the bot-
tom corner.

Backed by a vocal Japa-

nese following who never 
stopped singing and with 
the locals also on their side, 
Japan were now the better 
side after a nervous start.

Mane found himself at 
left-back at one point as the 
Blue Samurai threatened 
to slice their way through, 
in what was growing to be 
an absorbing contest in 
the warm Yekaterinburg 
evening.

Aliou Cisse, Senegal's 
likeable coach and their 
skipper in that World Cup 
run in 2002, sent his sub-
stitutes to warm up five 
minutes into the second 
period as Japan began the 
half the better.

Working down the Afri-
cans' left side, the 26-year-
old talisman Mane was 
only a sporadic danger.

Japan should have tak-
en the lead on the hour but 
Yuya Osako, the match-
winner against Colombia, 
somehow missed the ball 
when unmarked inside 
Senegal's six-yard box.

Inui then struck the 
bar from distance after 
the Senegal defence went 

Penedo, then Stones added 
his second four minutes 
later, another header, fol-
lowing an intricate England 
free-kick.

Fo l l ow i n g  Pa n a m a 
complaints, the goal was 
referred to VAR for offside 
but allowed to stand.

Kane then scored his 
second penalty in first-half 
injury time after he was 
almost farcically wrestled 
over at a corner, despite 
further  Panama com-
plaints.

At that stage, Panama, 
who received five bookings 
in their first match and 
three more here, threat-
ened to implode, so bad 
was their lack of discipline.

Kane's hat-trick was 
completed in bizarre fash-
ion in the 62nd minute 
after a Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
deflected off the English 
captain's heel into the net.

A g a i n ,  t h e  re f e re e 
checked with VAR for off-
side, but once more the 
goal stood.

The second-half was 
largely an anti-climax, with 
Jordan Henderson and Ra-
heem Sterling going close 
to making it seven.

However, the biggest 
cheer of the day was re-
served for the 78th minute 
when Felipe Baloy scored 
Panama's first ever finals 
goal.

Saint Petersburg, June 
24 (IANS): Argentine leg-
end Diego Maradona, 
who led his country to the 
1986 World Cup title, has 
demanded access to the 
team's training ground in 
the run-up to their decisive 
final Group D game against 
Nigeria.

"I want to be able to talk 
to the players and make 
them understand what it 
means to wear the nation-
al shirt," the 57-year-old 
said, reports Sputnik news 
agency.

Earlier, Maradona was 
spotted supporting his 
team at the stadium during 
matches with Iceland on 
June 16 and with Croatia 
five days later.

On Friday, Nigeria beat 
Iceland 2-0 in Volgograd 
to lift Argentina's hopes of 
advancing to the knockout 
stage.

Now, with the squad fac-
ing the prospect of an early 
World Cup exit, Argentina's 
only goal is to beat Nigeria 
and hope that Iceland don't 
win against Croatia.

Following Argentina's 
0-0 draw with Iceland, 
Maradona told Venezuelan 
TV that he could not blame 
the players and slammed 
the team's performance as 
a "disgrace".

The football legend 
also warned manager Jorge 
Sampaoli that he would not 
be welcome back home if 
he didn't change his tactics.

Moscow, June 24 (IANS): 
France midfielder Paul Pog-
ba says the current World 
Cup in Russia could be his 
last despite only being 25 
years old.

Pogba has been impor-
tant for France in both their 
wins and scored the win-
ning goal with a long range 
shot that gave the French 
team a win over Australia 
in their opening fixture, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

However, he had a dif-
ficult season in England, 
where he was criticized and 
at times left out of the start-
ing 11 by Manchester Unit-
ed boss Jose Mourinho. He 
has also been a target for the 
French press, who had also 
called for him to be dropped 
from the starting 11 for his 
country.

Pogba admitted that the 
nature of football with new 
players always pressing for 
a place in the team means 
he cannot take anything for 
granted.

"This might be my last 
World Cup," said the mid-
fielder.

"I am realistic. We don't 
know if I will be called up 

and maybe other players 
will be better than me," he 
added.

Pogba made his inter-
national debut in 2013 and 
was named the best young 
player in the 2014 World 
Cup in Brazil and he made 
it plain that he has no inten-
tion of turning his back on 
international football.

"I hope that I will be 
able to play in more (World 
Cups), I have already had 
the chance to play in two 
and some players can only 
dream of playing in just 
one," he concluded.

St Petersburg (Russia), June 
24 (Reuters): Lying a hu-
miliating last in a group 
they were expected to win, 
Argentina must beat Nige-
ria on Tuesday to have any 
chance of progressing and 
keeping alive captain Lionel 
Messi's dream of winning a 
first World Cup.

The 'Super Eagles', 
though, are bouncing after 
a tactical shake-up follow-
ing their opening defeat 
propelled them to a 2-0 win 
over Iceland and will not 
fear the illustrious rivals 
they have met five times in 
six World Cups.

"We know we can do it, 
our confidence is coming 
back," said coach Gernot 
Rohr whose team beat Ar-
gentina 4-2 in a friendly 
last November, albeit in the 
absence of Messi.

Rohr dropped the mis-
firing Odion Ighalo and Alex 

Iwobi after their opening 
loss to Croatia, and is likely 
to stick with Musa and Kel-
echi Iheanacho against the 
South Americans.

A win against Argentina, 
who have looked shambolic 
in their first two games de-
spite boasting some of the 
biggest names in the game, 
would guarantee a place in 
the second round.

A draw may also be 
enough even if Iceland beat 
already-qualified Croatia, 
depending on goal differ-
ence.

For Argentina, and the 
legions of fans who have 
made the huge journey 
across the world decked in 
blue-and-white number 10 
Messi shirts and face masks, 
it is last chance saloon.

They must beat Nigeria 
and also hope Iceland do 
not win against Croatia, as 
that could send them home 

anyway, again depending 
on goal difference.

To do that, Messi and 
his team mates will have to 

improve on abject displays 
so far.

The Barcelona forward 
has looked stressed and 
miserable in both games, 
been largely crowded off the 
ball and missed a penalty 
against Iceland while he was 
anonymous versus Croatia.

"The team is lost," for-
mer Argentina international 
and Atletico Madrid coach 
Diego Simeone said in a 
leaked audio.

"What's happening to 
the team right now is what 
has happened to Argentina 
in these last four disgraceful 
years: anarchy, no lead-
ership from the players, 
coaches or directors."

Argentina's coach Jorge 
Sampaoli, who has had a 
poor year in charge and 
looked utterly despondent 
after the Croatia defeat in-
sisting that he alone was 
to blame, must hope such 
stinging words finally fire up 
a reaction from his players.

AWOL.
On 71 minutes, Japan 

allowed a scuffed cross 
to go right across their 
goal and defender Moussa 

Wague arrived all alone at 
the far post to grab what 
looked like being an un-
likely winner.

But Honda, the former 

AC Milan midfielder who 
had only been on the pitch 
six minutes, hit the late 
equaliser to leave Group H 
up for grabs.


