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Newly added demo-kiosk on display at the ‘Innovation Hub’ for students to try out, at the revamped 
Nagaland Science Centre in Dimapur. 
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In Naga context, emotions continue to dominate over evidence-based truth 
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"Lord, please please let his 
team win... I don't want to 

get beaten up again.

'Press freedom is a tango 
between right and restriction'

Government ‘bans’ misbranded and 
substandard products in Nagaland   

Assam flood: Death toll 
reaches 21; situation improves

Javadekar assures students will not travel outside state for NEET next year

CCTVs at bus 
stops for women 
safety  – Report

Revamped science centre in Dimapur aims to produce innovators 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
The media in Nagaland 
functions amid challeng-
ing conditions of milita-
risation and protracted 
armed conflict, and vio-
lence in different forms, 
where corruption as well 
is rampant, widespread 
and systemic. All this is 
supported by a culture of 
impunity and sustained 
by a silent majority, ac-
cording to the publisher 
and former editor of local 
newspaper, The Morung 
Express, Dr. Aküm Long-
chari.  

An expert in conflict 
and peace studies, Long-
chari was addressing po-
litical science students of 
Eastern Christian College 
as resource person during 
the college’s first annual 
lecture. The lecture was on 
the topic "Freedom of Press 
and its restrictions (Article 
19 clause 2)’ on Fri. June 22 
in Dimapur.

People, Longchari said, 
are confused by ‘one truth’ 
and the many other ‘truths,’ 
and whether truth and fact 
are the same. At times they 
are faced with questions 
about the two. But it is faith 
that determines if there are 
‘many truths,’ he said. It is 
likewise that freedom of the 
Press is a tango between 
right and restriction. The 
question of Press Freedom 
is clothed with legality, he 
remarked. 

According to him, fear 
is a critical element. ‘In 
the Naga context, we are 
engaged in a struggle of 
fear. Are we losing struggle 
against fear as a society?’ 
Longchari wondered. ‘If so, 
imagine the implications 
fear will have on Press Free-
dom, he remarked.      

According to Longchari, 
the day-to-day existence 
of the media is impeded 
by the inadequacy of the 
basic public infrastruc-
ture viz., the road systems, 
water, electricity supply, 
basic healthcare, and qual-
ity education, which are all 

in urgent need of strategic 
immediate intervention. 

In the midst of such 
pressing challenges, he 
said, he placed two con-
cepts of dilemma: the di-
lemma around stories and 
‘the truth dilemma.’ 

The dilemma around 
stories
Longchari contextualized 
the first concept around the 
narrative of historical im-
peratives as composed by 
victors as opposed to narra-
tives of the vanquished. He 
illustrated it with the ques-
tion about who discovered 
America. He said to have 
been informed that most 
of the stories that one reads 
were written by the 'victors 
and the powers' who usu-
ally create a narrative that 
validates their interests and 
values while negating and 
dehumanizing the experi-
ences of ‘the other.’ 

‘Who is writing the sto-
ries and from whose per-
spectives? Are these stories 
empowering, or do they 
confine the people to exist-
ing stereotypes? Are people 
objects or subjects of these 
stories? Are the questions 
that needs to be asked.’ 

The former editor also 
opined that segregating 
the media into “national 
papers and local papers” 
suggests a “centre-periph-
ery mindset” where the 
periphery is constantly 
looking to the centre for 
answers. The idea is that 
the “national media” as 
the centre or dominant 
entity is concerned only 
for own interest. While the 
“peripheries”—considered 
the “cultural others”—are 
moved closer to the mar-
gins.

This differentiation, 
Longchari asserted, calls 
for a need to realign what is 
'local' because when ‘local 
newspapers’ are perceived 
as being located within its 
own historical, geographi-
cal, cultural and political 
realities, it assumes the po-
sition of the national itself, 

while the national becomes 
the periphery. 

The truth dilemma 
In a society which has been 
heavily militarised, truth 
is often suppressed and 
distorted; people are sub-
jected to campaigns that 
separate and divide them. 
These factors generate fear 
and distrust, which in turn 
create tensions between 
emotions and truth. The 
question here is, he said, 
how truth is portrayed 
through the media. ‘Is it 
evidence-based? Is there 
one truth or many truths 
and from whose perspec-
tives.’ 

In the Naga context peo-
ples’ emotions dominate 
over evidence-based truth 
and this affects how the me-
dia operates. The question 
of truth is inevitably linked 
to the interplay of how the 
freedom of the press is ex-
ercised and the limitations 
that come along with this 
right, asserted Longchari 
and mentioned that there 
was no specific provision for 
the Press in the constitution 
of India. And to this prob-
lem, he communicated that 
the college can be the voice 
for inclusion of Freedom of 
Press in Article 19 clause 2. 

"To empower the press 
to effectively assume its 
role as the fourth pillar of 
democracy there is a need 
for a clear political will to 
work towards creating a his-
torical opportunity where 
the press is constantly in a 
tango between rights and 
restrictions," Longchari 
said.

‘The press in Nagaland 
is evolving and has a pro-
found role but we need to 
understand that newspaper 
cannot solve or offer solu-
tions, but only articulate 
and suggest constructive 
criticism.  The press here 
has been stereotyped and 
therefore there is a need 
for a strong independent 
judiciary and press. If only 
there was a school of jour-
nalism, the fraternity would 

benefit.’ The statement was 
in response to a question 
posed by a pol. science lec-
turer about how free Naga-
land’s Press was. 

A participant queried 
about what would be the 
solution to biased news 
influenced by political lead-
ers when the public expect 
neutrality from the media 
houses. To this, the former 
editor responded with the 
statement: With liberalisa-
tion of the media in India, 
it is important to recognise 
who the owners are, and a 
little research about them 
would be helpful. 

If there is awareness 
about ethics in journal-
ism, Longchari remarked, 
people will understand how 
the media works. In today's 
context where there is an 
overflow of information, 
he commented, newspa-
pers have been reduced to 
opinions. 

The head of the college’s 
pol. science dept., Impang-
sangla Jamir also spoke. She 
said in the keynote address: 
"Freedom of speech is basic 
to the functioning of a dem-
ocratic system. Freedom of 
Press is a natural corollary 
to the Freedom of Speech 
and Expression. No specific 
provision in the Constitu-
tion of India guarantees 
the Freedom of the Press; 
the freedom is a part of the 
wider Freedom of Expres-
sion under Article 19 (1: A)." 

The Press,  she ex-
plained, is regarded one 
of the Pillars of Democracy 
and it acts as a watchdog 
of the three organs of gov-
ernment. In a healthy de-
mocracy, she concluded, 
the public can rely on free 
media to step in to expose 
the countless examples of 
corruption and abuse of 
power but only if Freedom 
of Expression is allowed to 
stay in its native power. The 
time has come for the Press 
of the largest democracy in 
the world to work hand-in-
hand with justice for the 
welfare of the people, the 
gathering was told. 

Esther Verma
Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Science Cen-
tre in Dimapur, which is of 
the department of Science 
and Technology, is finally 
wearing a fresh look with 
two new projects estab-
lished in it.  

The National Council of 
Science Museums (NCSM) 
at Kolkata, under the In-
dian Ministry of Culture, has 
funded an ‘innovation hub’ 
and a ‘Space Educational 
Centre’ for the students of 
the state. 

Richard Rikhio, the cu-
rator of the science centre, 
said that the Innovation 
Hub would include an im-
portant resource centre 
housing laboratories and 

facilities besides many ‘in-
ventions’ that would be on 
display.

Rikhio informed that 
the centre will likewise have 
‘multiple computers with 
internet’ and a design stu-
dio for students to bring to 
life the “prototype product” 
of their ideas. 

An encouraging step 
taken by the centre is this: 
It will be taking the initia-
tive of patenting “first of its 
kind” products that a stu-
dent may innovate or pro-
duce. “Any crazy idea that 
is legitimate and worth pro-
ducing, we will help to pat-
ent the idea,” said Rikhio.

Further, the Space Ed-
ucational Centre, which 
is a 50-seat planetarium, 

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
Nagaland’s Health & Fam-
ily Welfare department has 
noted ‘certain Food busi-
ness operators are selling 
20L/1L of packaged drink-
ing water without obtaining 
BIS Certification of FSSAI 
(Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India).’

According to a press re-
lease from the department 
on Friday, “License/regis-
tration number in violation 
of regulation 2.2.1(7) (pack-
aging and Labelling Regula-
tion and Regulation 2.3.14 
(17) prohibition and restric-
tion on sales) of Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006, 
Rules and Regulation, 2011 
made thereunder; which is 
liable to be penalized, pun-
ishable with imprisonment 
and fine under Section 52 
and 63 of the said Act.

“Further in violation 
of sub-sections (I) (II) (III) 
of Section 25 of the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 
2006, Rules and Regula-
tions made there under, 
food business operators 
both whole and retail sell-
ers are selling misbranded 
/ sub-standards, imported 
food articles coming from 
neighbouring countries 

which is harmful for human 
consumption.”

Therefore, it stated, in  
exercise of sub-section (2) 
(a) of section-30 of stated 
Act, the government is pro-
hibiting the manufacture, 
expose for sale offer for sale, 
store for sale or distribution 
of aforementioned food 
articles in the state with im-
mediate effect.

“Non-compliance here-
inafter would be an offence, 
punishable, imprisonment 
with fine under the said 
Act. The general public is 
advised not to purchase 
such misbranded and sub 
standard food articles or 
check the quality of the 
food and labelling before 
making purchased. They 
are also requested to kindly 
report to the chief medi-
cal officers / food safety 
officers of the districts, or 
food safety commissioner, 
department of Health and 
Family Welfare, or addi-
tional food safety commis-
sioner, directorate of Health 
and Family Welfare, for any 
information on food adul-
teration.

“The designated officer 
(CMO) / food safety offic-
ers (FSOs) of the districts 

are directed to carry out 
inspection and checking 
of food business establish-
ment under its jurisdiction 
and submit action taken 
report to the undersigned.”

Likewise, the establish-
ment stated in a separate 
statement that certain food 
business operators are 
selling powdered spices 
adulterated with artificial 
non-edible colours, besides 
using carbide gas to arti-
ficially ripen fruits, which 
are harmful for human con-
sumption. 

“Therefore, in exercise 
of the power conferred un-
der sub-section (3) of sec-
tion-30 of the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006 
and in pursuance of sub-
clause (7) of Regulation 
2.1.1. and sub-clause (15) 
of Regulation 2.3.14, the 
undersigned do hereby pro-
hibit the powdered spices 
containing foreign sub-
stances, offer for sale, store 
for sale, distribution for sale 
and sale of powdered spices 
in loose form, except under 
packed conditions with 
proper labels with immedi-
ate effect in the state. 

“Further, in pursuance 
of Regulation 2.3.5 of the 

said Act, prohibit the use of 
carbide gas for artificially 
ripening of fruits with im-
mediate effect in the state. 
Non-compliance hereafter 
would be an offence pun-
ishable under section-59 of 
the Food Safety and Stand-
ards Act, 2006, with impris-
onment and fine,” it stated. 

It has informed citizens 
‘not to purchase goods 
which are suspected to be 
adulterated, or check the 
quality of the food items 
and labelling before making 
purchases.’

“The public are further 
requested to kindly report 
to the chief medical offic-
ers / food safety officers of 
the districts, or food safety 
commissioner, department 
of Health & Family Welfare, 
or additional food safety 
commissioner, directorate 
of Health & Family Welfare, 
for any information on food 
adulteration.

“The designated offic-
ers / food safety officer of 
the districts are also re-
quested to carry out inspec-
tions and checking of food 
business operators under 
its jurisdiction and submit 
action taken report to the 
undersigned.”

Guwahati, June 22 (IANS): 
Three more persons died 
due to floods in two districts 
of Barak Valley in Assam, 
taking the death toll in the 
first wave of floods this year 
to 21, even as the overall 
flood situation improved in 
the state on Friday.

Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority 
(ASDMA) officials said that 
three people died: one in 
Karimganj and two others 
in Cachar -- due to flood on 
Friday. A total of 3,69,402 
people are reportedly reel-
ing under flood in 449 vil-
lages of five flood hit dis-

tricts.
"The flood situation has 

improved. While water has 
receded in some villages, 
there are many inmates of 
the relief camps who had 
left for their houses," said 
ASDMA officials.

It may be mentioned 
here that over 700 villages 
in the state have been sub-
merged due to the floods 
in five districts of the state 
earlier this week.

"However, three persons 
died due to flood on Friday: 
one in Karimganj and two 
in Cachar," the officials said.

While the flood waters 

have receded in Nagaon 
district, Hojai, Dhemaji, 
Cachar, Karimganj and 
Hailakandi districts con-
tinue to be affected due to 
flood as on Friday.

Floods have severely 
affected three districts in 
Barak Valley.

As on Friday only 78 re-
lief and shelter camps were 
functional with little over 
30,000 people taking shelter 
while the rest of the people 
have left for their homes. 
None of the major rivers of 
the state are flowing above 
danger levels, the ASDMA 
officials said.

Chennai, June 22 (PTI): 
Union Human Resources 
Development Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar today said 
students would not have 
to travel outside their state 
for appearing in NEET from 
next year as more centres 
would be set up based on 
the requirement.

"Next year, students 
travelling to other parts of 
the country would not hap-
pen," he told reporters here.

He was responding to 
questions on complaints 
about several students from 

New Delhi, June 22 (IANS): To 
ensure women's safety in the 
national capital, their voice 
should figure in the trans-
port planning process along 
with their participation in the 
transport work force while 
CCTVs should be installed 
in designated places such as 
bus stops, said a report.

The report, presented 
by Special Commissioner of 
Police, Women Safety, San-
jay Baniwal during the sixth 
meeting of Task Force on 
Women Safety, was prepared 
by a study group apponted 
by Lt. Governor Anil Baijal.

It suggested that CCTV 
cameras in designated plac-
es such as bus stops, as two-
way communication mech-
anisms, should be installed 
on an experimental basis.

will showcase or project 
shows about astronomy on 
a ‘dome shaped screen’ both 
in English and in Hindi. 

Robert Rikhio added: 
“It is the nomenclature (sic) 
of the NCSM to showcase 
awareness programs on 
astronomy also and not just 
showing films.” The space 
centre is to be inaugurated 
by the end of July.

A value addition to the 
Nagaland Science Centre 
is a 3D printer. Rikhio said 
that although the technol-
ogy of 3D printing is not 
very new, the science cen-
tre has one and “it will help 
the students to print their 
basic prototypes in 3D.” 

There is also a 3D thea-
tre that was set up years 

ago. Rikhio informed that 
the 50-seat theatre show-
cases educational and sci-
ence films in 3D. 

However, as electricity 
in Dimapur proves erratic 
or unavailable often, Rikhio 
informed that a 100KV 
transformer has been pro-
vided for the centre with 
the help of the NCSM. But 
the curator added: “If the 
main supply from the cen-
tre is not generated, we 
cannot make use of the 
transformer also and nei-
ther (sic) run the generator 
the whole day.”

The science centre is 
open on all days except 
Mondays and is located 
behind the Naga Shopping 
Arcade at Super Market.

Tamil Nadu being alloted 
centres outside the state for 
this year's national eligibili-
ty-cum-entrance test.

The minister said this 
year the number of cities 
were increased to 150 from 
107 in the previous years for 
the exam.

"Now apart from those, 
any district which has more 
than 4,000 students will be 
made a centre. It will accom-
modate all students from 
that district and surround-
ing districts," he added.

On reports about erro-

neous questions in the Tamil 
version of NEET exam, the 
Minister said he was not 
aware of it.

However, he assured 
that steps, including engag-
ing good translators, would 
be taken to avoid any com-
plaints in future.

The minister was at In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Madras to take part in an 
event to mark conclusion 
of grand finale of the First 
Hardware Hackathon edi-
tion of Smart India 2018.

Replying to a question 

on the proposed National 
Education Policy, he said 
"the NEP for next generation 
is being finalised and they 
will be giving me the draft 
within a month.

It will be given to the na-
tion soon."

During the event here, 
the minister held a video 
conference with participat-
ing students who had come 
up with innovative hard-
ware solutions for problems 
in various sectors including 
- waste management, agri-
culture, health, automotive 

among others.
Students from 10 insti-

tutions including IITs, Na-
tional Institute of Technol-
ogy - Tiruchirappalli and the 
Indian Institute of Science, 
Bengaluru took part.

"India lacks in innova-
tion. Unless we innovate, we 
would not be prosperous. In 
India we don't even manu-
facture stethestoscope or 
thermometres or many 
things. We only import.

This is the reason why 
we need innovation and we 
need to produce," he said.
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 Members of The Coming Generation (TCG) and Eco Angels along with the Rongmei women church leaders during the campaign on June 21 in Kohima.

Outgoing deputy commissioner of Phek, Shanavas C, speaking at 
the farewell programme held in his honour on June 21.  

Members of Elite Music Ensemble Academy presenting a musical piece on the occasion of the World 
Music Day on June 21 in Phek.

DAO, Wokha, Renbomo Ngullie (front extreme right) posing for a lens along with progressive farmers 
of Ralan area during the training on farm mechanisation under SMAM in Chandalashung “B” village 
on June 19.

(L-R) Teachers and students of MGM College, MGM school and Yemhi Memorial College during a yoga session on the occasion of International Yoga Day. Students of KROS College 
conducting a yoga session on the occasion of International Yoga Day on June 21.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
The Coming Generation 
(TCG) and Eco Angels, in 
collaboration with Rong-

mei women baptist fellow-
ship, have jointly initiated 
‘Nagala nd says no to plas-
tic’ campaign on June 21 at 

Rongmei Baptist Church, 
Kohima.

As part of the cam-
paign, a seminar on haz-

ards of plastic bags and 
its threats to human be-
ing, terrestrial and aquatic 
animals, and the envi-

Kohima DC notifies vehicle owners
Deputy commissioner (DC) and district election 
officer (DEO), Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan has 
informed all private vehicle owners/ drivers of 
Kohima district, whose vehicles were requisitioned 
and detailed for election duty during the by-elec-
tion to the Nagaland parliamentary constituency, 
to collect the vehicle hire charges from June 25 to 
28. All the concerned are directed to collect the 
same during office working hours from the election 
branch, office of the Deputy Commissioner and 
District Election Officer, Kohima. 

CSUD convenes meeting 
Chakhesang Students’ Union Dimapur (CSUD) 
has convened its union assembly on June 23 at the 
Western Chakhesang Hoho building in Dimapur 
at 3 pm. The union has requested all the unit rep-
resentatives and executive members to attend the 
proposed meeting without fail.

AR conduct awareness programme  
Wokha battalion of the Assam Rifles has conducted 
a lecture cum awareness on “Drug Free Nagaland” 
at Chukitong Baptist Mission School on June 21. 
The aim of the event was to create awareness about 
the menace of drug abuse and measures to adopt 
for achieving a drug free Nagaland. Altogether, 55 
students and seven teachers from Chukitong Bap-
tist Mission School attended the event.

DDADU informs members
President of the Dimapur District Autorickshaw 
Drivers’ Union (DDADU) has informed all con-
cerned not to handover their autorickshaw to a 
person who do not possess proper documents. 
The notification was issued in order to ease traffic 
congestion and to check proxy drivers. The union 
president, I Vitoshe Sema has informed all the com-
muters to take note of the registration number so 
that any belongings that has been left behind in 
the autorickshaw could be traced once they report 
to its office. The union has further informed all the 
concerned drivers to hand over any belonging left 
behind by the passengers to its office.

NEWS IN BRIEF

ronment were delivered 
by Alice Kamei, TCG pro-
gramme co-coordinator.

After knowing the haz-
ards on the use of plastics 
bags, all the women par-
ticipants have decided 
to reduce and stop using 
plastic bags in the days 
to come. They have ex-
pressed desire to have a 
healthy environment and 
safer future for the next 
generation. 

The campaign was or-
ganised to support and 
encourage state-wide ban 
on the use of plastic bags.

TCG has resolved on 
‘No plastic in Nagaland’ 
as its slogan. It has further 
sought support in order 
to ensure success in their 
journey on “Nagaland says 
no to plastic.”

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): Naga Moth-
ers’ Association (NMA), while expressing 
pained at the armed encounter between 
the NSCN (K) and the Assam Rifles at 
Aboi on June 17, has held the Govern-
ment of India (GoI) responsible in failing 
to reach out to the NSCN (K) with positive 
steps to ensure an end to armed violence. 

NMA, in a press release, has reiterated 
its appeal to the GoI to lift the ban on 
NSCN (K) and gives space for dialogues 
for cessation of hostilities. It also urged 
the GOI to invite the NSCN (K) for a cease-
fire and restore peace in border areas. 

MNA also appealed to the NSCN (K) 
to cease hostilities and consider coming 
into a ceasefire agreement for upholding 
peace in the land. 

“We cannot leave a legacy of killings 
and bloodshed to our children and we 
pray that there is no more bloodshed. 
The loss of lives, be it Naga or Indian sol-
diers, is a terrible memory for bereaved 
families. More so, the memories of Naga 
civilians and women and children killed 
by the Indian army,” NMA statement said.

At the critical period of political strug-
gle, NMA has urged for peace and justice 
through dialogue and non-violence for 
the sake of generations to come.

It has conveyed sympathies to the 
grieving families and prayed for speedy 
recovery of the injured. It further ap-
pealed that no further encounters take 
place in civilian areas where the public 
bears the brunt of such hostilities.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
A farewell programme in 
honour of the outgoing 
deputy commissioner (DC), 
Phek, Shanavas C, and extra 
additional commissioner 
(EAC), Phek, T Sulanthung, 
was held June 21 at the dep-
uty commissioner’s confer-
ence hall in Phek. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC has thanked 
people of Phek district for 
their cooperation. He also 
appreciated the people in 
the district for the peaceful 
conduct of elections dur-
ing his tenure. He urged 
upon the people to give 
their best effort in respec-
tive field to achieve the 
goal and take their services 
seriously. 

While conveying best 
wishes to the new deputy 
commissioner in all his 
endeavours, he has sought 
the same cooperation and 
supports from the public 
to enable him fulfil the 
aspiration of the people in 

Kohima, June 22 (EMN): In pursuance 
to the directive of the ministry of rural 
development, the DISHA committee 
has decided to organise a combined 
state level function with all the de-
partments implementing 41 flagship 
programmes at Kohima on June 25 in 
the conference hall of the rural devel-
opment at 1 pm.

Informing this in a press release, 
the rural development joint director, K 
Neibou Sekhose stated that the Rajya 
Sabha MP and chairman DISHA has 
requested all the deputy commis-
sioners to attend the said function 
positively along with the DRDA project 
director, district planning officers, and 
district officers concerned.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): The faculty, 
staff, and students of Fazl Ali College in 
Mokokchung has mourned at the demise 
of its associate professor, Imnatoshi, who 
passed away on June 21 at Guwahati. 

A condolence programme was held 
by the students and members of faculty 
on June 22 to mourn the passing away its 
professor. 

A condolence message from the in-
stitution on Friday stated that Imnatoshi 
had earned respect from both colleagues 
and students for his brilliant academic 

career. The note added that Imnatoshi 
had passed the pre-university examina-
tion in 2002 as the topper in geography 
and Bachelor of Arts in 2005 as the subject 
topper from Fazl Ali College. He finished 
his Masters of Arts in 2007 as a gold med-
allist from Nagaland University and had 
joined the college as professor in 2013.

The faculty members and students 
stated that he would be remembered as 
a great mentor to students and a person 
who loved life and brought great passion 
to his work.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
Elite Music Ensemble 
Academy in Phek has cel-
ebrated the World Mu-
sic Day on June 21 in its 
premises on the theme 
‘Keep the passion of music 
alive.’ 

The Elite Music Acad-

emy Ensemble students 
had performed the day’s 
theme song ‘We are the 
world.’ It also witnessed 
performance from the 
band called ‘Young Ones.’ 
Dove and Nielhou have 
presented musical pieces 
on piano.

Proprietor of the Elite 
Music Academy, Khrie-
sangoyi Dozo, delivered 
a short speech on the 
theme and encouraged 
the participants. Students, 
parents and well wishers 
in Phek town have been 
attended the programme.

the district. 
Also speaking on the 

occasion, the outgoing 
EAC Phek, T Sulanthung 
has thanked the Dobashis 
for their cooperation in 

tackling the law and order 
issues to the satisfaction of 
the people of the district. 
He has urged them to con-
tinue with the effort even 
in the days to come.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
Phek unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has con-
gratulated Temjen Imna 
Along on his appointment 
as the new state president 
of the party.

A congratulatory note 
from the unit has ex-
pressed confidence that 
the party would grow from 
strength to strength and 
achieve greater heights 
under his leadership. The 
unit has also appreciat-
ed the central leaders for 
choosing him to lead the 
party in Nagaland.

The party has, mean-
while, expressed gratitude 
to the state chief minister, 

Neiphiu Rio, and the depu-
ty chief minister, Y Patton, 
for assigning its party can-
didate, Kevechutso Doulo, 
to be the chairman of the 
Nagaland Empowerment 
of People through Econom-
ic Development (NEPED). 

The unit  has also 
thanked all the BJP legis-
lators and central leaders 
for reposing faith on his 
leadership. The unit has 
wished him all success in 
his endeavours. 

The unit also thanked 
the former state president, 
Visasolie Lhoungu, for 
successfully leading the 
party and nurturing it with 
his best of abilities. 

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): The Internal Quality Assur-
ance Cell (IQAC) of C-Edge College has conducted fac-
ulty development programme on June 22 in the college 
conference room. 

An update received from the college authority in-
formed that the workshop was conducted on the topic 
‘intrapersonal and interpersonal relational skills’ – in-
trapersonal skills as in understanding self and interper-
sonal relational skills as in understanding students and 
the environment and how it can help in mentorship.

Resource person for the programme, who is also a 
counsellor of Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo (DABA), Dr. N 
Moa Imsong has stressed on the types of personality and 
how knowing oneself and others could help to maintain 
a good relationship. He also conducted a practical Mye-
rs-Briggs Test Indicator (MBTI), which is an introspective 
self- report questionnaire. 

In the second session on interpersonal relational 
skills and how it could be connected and implemented 
with the mentorship programme, Imsong related the 
points based on the testimony of Christ which was 
unconditional acceptance, attentive listening, genuine 
appreciation, and caring confrontation. 

During an interactive session during which case 
studies based on the participants’ experiences were 
discussed and deliberated. The programme concluded 
with the presentation of certificates.

Farmers urged to adopt poultry farming for economy prosperity State to observe 
DISHA week

KVK members along with the farmers during the training programme at Mohung Changgai village on June 22.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN):  In an effort 
to enable local farmers achieve self-
sufficiency in their undertakings, a 
day-long awareness training and sen-
sitisation programme on rural poultry 
farming was organised at Mohung 
Changgai village on June 22. 

The training was organised by the 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) of Mon. 
According to a KVK press release, Dr. 
Paihem Michui, assistant chief tech-
nical officer (animal science) was the 
resource person of the day. 

It stated that progressive farmers, 
farm women from various farmers 
club, self help groups (SHGs), and civil 
societies representing from Mohung 
village, Mohung Changgai, and Aopao 
village were sensitised about the sig-
nificance of scientific rearing of rural 
poultry strains.  

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
In pursuance to the di-
rection of the ministry 
of human resource de-
velopment, Government 
of India, KROS College, 
Leirie, observed the In-
ternational Day of Yoga 

on June 21.
The day was observed 

by conducting activities 
for dissemination and 
popularisation of yoga.

M G M  C o l l e g e,  i n 
collaboration with the 
department of youth re-

sources and sports, has 
observed the Internation-
al Day of Yoga in the col-
lege premises on June 21.

The programme was 
marked by orientation 
and yoga sessions. Stu-
dents from MGM College, 

MGM higher secondary 
school and Yemhi Memo-
rial College participated 
in the programme.

Rita Singh, woman 
president of Patanjali, 
spoke about the impor-
tance of yoga and its 

health benefits. In the sec-
ond session the students 
along with the trainer’s 
performed various poses.

The programme was 
arranged by Sangita Bora, 
a professional yoga train-
er and a faculty of MGM 

higher secondary school. 
Meanwhile, the college’s 
principal has announced 
to start regular yoga class-
es in the college.

Meanwhile, the As-
sam Rifles has organised 
the International Yoga 
Day in all its three mili-
tary garrisons of Assam 
Rifles Training Centre 
and School namely at 
Shokhuvi, Dimapur and 
Diphu. A total of 3115 
soldiers including 112 
families have joined in 
the yoga session. 

The yoga day was ob-
served under the patron-
age of Brig Gurjap Singh, 
Commandant Assam Ri-
fles Training Centre and 
School. The aim of yoga 
day was to integrate the 
body and mind to achieve 
harmony and peace. Yoga 
has been incorporated as 
a part of routine physical 
fitness for the troops. 
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Acharya launching the e-governance project and mobile app of Raj Bhavan in Kohima on June 22.

T Mhabemo Yanthan with staff of Tourism, Land Resource and NBHM during the plantation rive at 
heritage Kisama village.

CM Chang and officials releasing the traffic’s newsletter at Forest office complex 
in Dimapur on June 22.

Gov. launches e-governance project and app Wokha district admn. 
clarifies on IPL allegation 

NPF Kohima unit flays 
‘character assassination’; 
demands evidence from NDPP

CM Chang underscores need of capacity-building for forest officers

Govt. appoints 
Thronghokiu 
NBRM chairman  

Horti. advisor 
visits villages

Tourism secretary leads green initiative 

STATE

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): To 
ensure that the Governor’s 
Secretariat is in tune with 
the Digital India programme 
and that government serv-
ices are made available to 
citizens electronically, the 
Governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya launched the e-
governance project and mo-
bile app of Raj Bhavan Ko-
hima on June 22. An update 
received on Friday from Raj 
Bhavan informed. 

Addressing the launch 
programme, the governor 
called upon the other de-
partments of the state to 
implement the Digital India 
programme for the welfare 
of the people.  

Principal Secretary to 
the Governor, Piyush Goyal, 
informed that the Govern-
ment of India, with an aim 
to transform the entire eco-
system of public services 
through the use of informa-
tion technology launched 

ATTENTION !!!
HOSPITAL, CLINICS, DOCTORS AND PUBLIC

The PC-PNDT ( pre-conception and prenatal diagnostic techniques Act 1994 is being 
implemented in the country which prohibits sex selection and regulates pre natal diagnostic 
techniques to prevent their misuse for sex determination leading to female foeticide.

1. All USG (ultrasound), genetic clinic/
hospital should be registered 
under the DAA(District Appropriate 
Authority)at the respective district 
CMO(Chief Medical Officer)office.

2. Certificate of registration issued is 
valid for a period of (5) five years. 
Application for renewal should be 
made 30(thirty) days before the date 
of expiry to the respective District 
Appropriate Authority i.e the Chief 
Medical Officer.

3. All USG (ultrasound), genetic clinic/
hospital should maintain and preserve 
records of procedure performed as 
prescribed in the act.

4. No organization or person including 
manufacturer or suppliers of USG 
machine or any equipment capable 
of detecting sex of foetus shall sell, 
distribute or rent any such machine in  
any manner to any ultrasound clinic or 
genetic clinic/hospital or any person 
unless they are registered under the act

5. Pre-natal determination of sex of the foetes is illegal.
6. Any person, clinic, hospital who violates the above provision is punishable with-

- Upto 3 years imprisonment with fine upto ̀ 10,000/- for doctors/ owners of clinics 
for 1st offence and cancellation of medical registration of Doctors for 5 years for 
subsequent offence.

- Upto 3 years of imprisonment and upto `50,000/- fine for husband/family 
members or any other abetting sex selections.

- Upto 3 years imprisonment with fine upto `10,000/- for any advertisement 
regarding Sex selection.

7. General public may inform the following official about any of the above violation 
giving complete address of the doctor or clinic.

I. The chief medical officer(district appropriate authority) of the concern district
II. Jt. Director PC-PNDT( state appropriate authority)

DAUGHTER IS PRECIOUS!!! SEX TEST OF UNBORN BABY IS ILLEGAL!!!!
Issued in Public Interest by:-

National Health Mission
Department of Health & Family Welfare,

Kohima, Nagaland  KG-2607davp 27101/13/0063/1819

the Digital India programme 
to transform India into a 
digitally empowered society 
and knowledge economy. 

He said that the Governor’s 
Secretariat with assistance 
from the department of 
IT&C has computerized 

various systems including 
inventory management, 
record management, GPF 
record management for Raj 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, June 22 (EMN): The district admin-
istration of Wokha has clarified on Friday the 
allegations that it was imposing ‘petty fines’ 
on apprehended Inner Line Permit (ILP) of-
fenders. The allegations were published in 
the local media on June 21. 

To the allegations, from the Lotha Stu-
dent’s Union’s ILP cell, the sub-divisional 
officer (civil) of Wokha district Lanusenla 
Longkumer clarified that the administra-
tion was not aware that any fine was being 
imposed except by the court. The standard 
procedure was followed, the officer said. Af-
ter receiving the alleged ILP offenders the po-
lice forwarded them to the legal authority. No 
fine was imposed by the administration, but 
imposed by the court, Longkumer clarified.  

The Wokha police station also clarified 
that out of nine people, two were released 
after finding that they possessed ILP. Another 
person was released after noting a receipt of 
the ILP application, understood to be his. 
The remaining six persons after learning they 
possessed proper documents but without 
ILP were ordered by the court to apply ILP 
within seven days.

During a telephonic conversation with 

this reporter, Extra Additional Commis-
sioner (judicial) Imliakum also clarified that 
the matter was handled as procedures de-
manded and an order passed as was done in 
previous cases. The SDO (c), Wokha’s ILP in-
charge, explained the standard procedure: 
Arrested ILP offenders are to be deported 
within seven days.However, she lamented 
that currently there are no ‘clear cut direc-
tions’ regarding administering the logistics 
and the finances involved in such a measure. 

On being queried about maintaining 
records of ILP registrations and issuances, 
Longkumer said it is being done through 
an online web portal managed by another 
department.  Currently though, she said, 
there seems to be some issues with the por-
tal including it not being very user-friendly 
and that it lacks capabilitiy to extract exact 
data. Further, it is currently unable to clearly 
display valid and expired ILP holders, it was 
informed.  Likewise, the administrator said 
manual compilation of ILP records could 
not be done too due to the recent back-to-
back elections namely, the state assembly 
elections and the Lok Sabha by-election. The 
process of manual compilation could start 
only recently, it was informed. 

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN):  The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) of Ko-
hima division has strongly con-
demned the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) for 
calling its president, Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu a ‘liar.’

Alleging that it is a serious char-
acter assassination, the division 
demanded the NDPP to produce 
the evidence of their allegation.

The division reminded the 
NDPP that ‘the NPF president 
has at no point of time in his by-
election campaign spoken or goes 
against any religion or used any 
inflammatory speeches which 
will affect in   promoting feelings 
of enmity, hatred and ill-will and 
creating disharmony between dif-
ferent communities on the ground 
of religion as accused by the NDPP.’  
It justified stating that the president 
had only spoken about the Article 
25 which safeguard every religion 
and urged to defend the Christian 
faith.

However, it stated that the 
NDPP leaders went to lodge a 
complaint letter to the Election 
Commissioner of India and subse-
quently file an FIR in police station.

A communiqué received here 
on Friday from the division presi-
dent, informed that the division 
held an emergency meeting on 
Friday June 22 and deliberated on 
various issues.

During the meeting, it was 
stated that the division has se-
riously viewed about the state-
ment made by the Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio to the media on June 
12 on Naga integration and Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill 2016, and 

rejected claimed made by the chief 
minister.

“Integrating the Naga inhab-
ited areas and desire of the Naga 
people to live under one single 
administrative umbrella is not the 
only wish-dream of the NPF party, 
but it is the wishes of the Naga 
people since time immemorial 
when we go the Naga history,” the 
communiqué stated.

The division questioned how 
can the chief minister can ‘simply 
just announced that integration is 
not possible at this juncture while 
the Naga political dialogue is still 
going on and the solution is yet to 
arrive at between the GoI and the 
Naga national groups.’ 

Citing the CM statement “the 
PDA government will not oppose 
the Citizenship Amendment Bill 
2016,” the division said it is em-
bracing that ‘CM can make such 
decision knowing the ground re-
alities how Nagas has been domi-
nating by the illegal immigrants 
in its own soil.’  By being the chief 
minister, the division asserted that 
‘he can never trade with the future 
of the Naga people.’

The division pointed out that 
despite the introduction of ILP 
and Article 371 (A), Nagaland has 
become the most vulnerable state 
for illegal immigrants and ‘the Citi-
zenship Bill is nothing but simply 
a multiplication table to increase 
more illegal immigrants into our 
land.’

The NPF Kohima division de-
mand the chief minister to clarify 
it to the Naga people on the two 
pertinent issues and not to divert 
the issue any longer.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): Minister 
for Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change and Parliamentary Affairs, 
C M Chang, opened the two-day 
wildlife crime investigation work-
shop being conducted for forest of-
ficers in the conference hall of the 
Forest office complex in Dimapur 
on June 22.

A press release received here 
Friday from chief wildlife warden 
informed that the workshop is be-
ing organised by the Traffic, India, 
Forest department and Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau of Govern-
ment of Nagaland and the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change, Government of India. 

Minister Chang in his address 
underscored the need to preserve 
the pride and culture of Nagaland. 

Most of the forests, he said are 
areas owned by the communities 
and hence the community led 

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
Chief Minister of Nagaland 
has appointed L Throng-
hokiu as the chairman of 
Nagaland Bio Resource Mis-
sion (NBRM) with immedi-
ate effect. 

According to a notifica-
tion issued by the Office of 
the Agriculture Production 
Commissioner, the chair-
man will function from the 
office of the NBRM in Ko-
hima.  One Vehicle from the 
Mission along with a driver 
will be made available to 
the chairman for perform-
ing the duty. He will also be 
entitled to travel and duty 
allowances as applicable 
to group ‘A’ officers in the 
State. Necessary funds shall 
be provided by the Finance 
department for salaries as 
per requirement.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
The advisor to Horticulture, 
Mhathung Yanthan, paid an 
official visit to Sungro, Pan-
gti, Asha, and Meshangpen 
villagexs on June 22. The 
purpose of his visit under 
his constituency was to as-
certain the status of gov-
ernment programmes and 
implementation by various 
departments in the area.

Bhavan Grade IV staff, etc. 
He also mentioned that the 
officers have undergone 
training to properly imple-
ment these applications. 

It has informed that the 
Raj Bhavan, Nagaland ap-
plication for android will 
be available for download 
from the home page of the 
Raj Bhavan website (www.
rajbhavan.nagaland.gov.
in.). The app will have a 360 
degree virtual tour of the 
Raj Bhavan which has been 
created with the help of the 
GIS, Nagaland. The app 
will also feature the history 
of Raj Bhavan, former gov-
ernors, governors’ profile, 
speeches, press releases 
and other information re-
lated to Raj Bhavan Naga-
land.

The launching pro-
gramme was attended by 
commissioner-secretary 
IT&C, KD Vizo; officers from 
Raj Bhavan and IT&C.

conservation programmes through 
the Forest department are impor-
tant without undermining present 
legal provisions. He also stressed 
on the need for capacity building 
in investigation techniques for the 
Forest department. 

The minister also released 
traffic’s newsletter, ‘Traffic Post.’

I Panger Jamir, IFS, PCCF & 
HoFF, who presided over the in-
augural programme, suggested 
a need of capacity building pro-
grammes ‘as the state is still in its 
infancy in tackling illegal wildlife 
crime.’  Deputy Commissioner 
Dimapur Sushil Patel, in his speech 
said the initiative undertaken by 

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): Under the 
banner “Go Green,” the department 
of Tourism in collaboration with the 
department of Land Resource and 
Nagaland Bee and Honey Mission 
undertook a tree plantation drive at 
the Naga Heritage village in Kisama 
on June 22. 

The plantation drive was led by 
the secretary for Tourism T Mhabemo 
Yanthan which was stated to be one 
of his first plans after taking charge 
over the department.

According to a press release re-
ceived from the department of Tour-
ism, Yanthan spoke on conserving 
the natural resources without which 
it would lead to decline in biodiver-
sity. 

Citing the present scenario in 
Nagaland Yanthan said the envi-

ronmental impact caused by the 
rampant slash and burn of forest 
cover for agriculture and loggings 
was alarming. 

Speaking on the role and impor-
tance of bees and beekeeping for 
environment, the secretary said that 
bees are essential components for 
almost all the world’s terrestrial ecosy  
stems for reproduction and survival 
of flora and fauna.

More than one-third of the world 
crop production was dependent on 
bees–pollinating service. So, out of 
90% food crops that feed the world 
population, 70% of the crop is being 
pollinated by bees, he informed.

Yanthan urged the people to play 
a part by planting bee friendly flow-
ers in public gardens, community 
space, meadows, and roadsides.

the Forest department and 
local communities in the 
conservation Amur Falcon 
is of the success story.

DC maintained that the 
roles of Forest officers are 
quite difficult due to the 
growing challenges. He said 
wildlife crime is one such 
challenge and added that 
the workshop will lay further 
foundation to create effec-
tive ways in tackling wildlife 
crime. 

The head of Traffic India, 
Dr.  Saket Badola said that 
wildlife forms part of natural 
resource and forms well-
being of the communities. 
India is a source country and 
from which many species 
are being traded through 
various routes out of India. 

‘Nagaland being situated 

at a influential junction with 
porous borders makes illegal 
wildlife trade quite easy,’ 
Badola said. To combat this, 
he said Forest department 
should work with communi-
ties to reduce wildlife crime 
in the state. 

It is the priority and pre-
rogative of every individual 
to work towards reducing 
wildlife crime, said Agni Mi-
tra, regional deputy direc-
tor (eastern region), Wild-
life Crime Control Bureau, 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, 
Government of India, Kolk-
ata.  ‘Enhancing skill sets of 
Nagaland Forest Depart-
ment is important as critical 
steps have been initiated by 
the Forest department,’ he 
added. 
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Guwahati, June 22 (PTI): Senior 
Assam government officials to-
day reviewed the law and order 
situation of four districts ahead of 
the publication of the next draft 
of National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) slated for the month end, 
officials said.

The officials, who were led 
by Chief Secretary T Y Das and 
Director General of Police Kulad-
har Saikia, reviewed the law and 
order and internal security situa-
tion of the central Assam districts 
of Nagaon, Morigaon, Hojai and 
the hill district of West Karbi An-
glong, a police spokesman said 

here today.
This is the fourth meeting 

of the officials, who will visit all 
the districts of Assam before the 
publication of the draft NRC, the 
officials said.

Besides the Chief Secretary 
and DGP, the team of officials 
include the Additional Chief 
Secretary (Home) Alok Kumar, 
Principal Secretary (Home) L 
Changson, Special DGP(SB) Pal-
lab Bhattacharya, ADGP (Secu-
rity) Harmeet Singh and IGP(Law 
and Order) Deepak Kumar, an 
official release said.

The deputy commissioners, 

superintendents of police and 
other senior police officials, army 
and central paramilitary forces 
were present in the meeting 
which discussed various issues 
related to the NRC updation.

The importance of constant 
interaction with the people to 
allay their apprehension, facili-
ties available in respect of claims 
and objections for which an ex-
haustive awareness programme 
would be launched and other 
related issues were discussed in 
the meeting, the release added.

The updation work of the 
NRC was completed on May 31 

but the release of the draft, which 
is scheduled on June 30 is likely 
to be delayed due to devastating 
flood situation in Barak Valley, the 
officials said.

NRC State coordinator Pra-
teek Hajela has filed a petition 
before the Supreme Court, under 
whose supervision the NRC is 
being updated, asking for more 
time for the completion of the 
draft as work on it was affected by 
the devastating flood.

The NRC of 1951 is being up-
dated to identify illegal migrants 
in the state in accordance with 
the tripartite agreement between 

the state and central govern-
ments and All Assam Students 
Union which was arrived at in 
2005 to implement the Assam 
Accord of 1985. The first draft of 
the NRC, which was published 
in the midnight of December 31, 
2017 had listed 19 million people 
out of the 32.9 million applicants 
as legal Indian citizens. 

The DGP had earlier said that 
the police was closely monitor-
ing the situation and holding 
high level meetings and if the 
situation demands it would seek 
additional forces from the Centre 
before the draft release.

Guwahati, June 22 (PTI): Babul 
Dey of Tinsukia Division cre-
ated history yesterday when 
he stepped into the 12423 Di-
brugarh-New Delhi Rajdhani 
Express as the first Train Cap-
tain of the Northeast Frontier 
Railway.

To improve onboard serv-
ices and redress passengers’ 
grievances, NF Railway has 
introduced ‘Train Captain’ in 
premium trains from yesterday.

NF Railway Chief Public 
Relations Officer Pranav Jyoti 
Sharma said: “The Train Cap-
tain will be overall in-charge of 
the train and will be responsi-
ble for ensuring all amenities 

provided by railways to the 
passenger.” 

The Train Captain will look 
into various amenities such 
as cleanliness of coaches and 
toilets, availability of water 
and working of electrical fit-
tings like lights, fans, charging 
points, he added.

“The Railway Board has 
decided to introduce the con-
cept of a single person as leader 
-- Train Captain, who will be 
responsible for coordinating 
with all onboard teams dealing 
with housekeeping, catering, 
electrical, mechanical and 
RPF/GRP squad during the 
complete journey of the train,” 

Sharma said.
The Train Captain will be 

provided a badge and all on-
board personnel from either 
railways or outsourced agen-
cies will have to report to him.

The contact number and 
name of the Train Captain 
will be made available to help 
passengers to make contact 
by printing on the reservation 
chart.

The Railway Board has di-
rected all Zonal Railways to 
introduce the services of Train 
Captains on priority basis to 
all premium trains to address 
issues that may arise during 
the journey.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 22 (EMN): 
Shiv Sena Manipur state 
unit has demanded NIA 
investigation into the 
arrest of Autonomous 
District Council (ADC) 
Chairman of Chandel 
Lhunkhosei alias Sesei 
Zou and seven associates 
along with the seizure of 
huge quantity of contra-
band drugs and cash.

Shiva Sena Manipur 
unit will take help of cen-
tral leaders to find the 
truth if the authorities 
concerned attempts to 
bury the matter,  Shiv 
Sena Manipur unit presi-
dent M Tombi told report-
ers on June 22 Thursday.

Fifty-one year old 
Lhunkhosei who was 
elected as member of 
ADC from Congress ticket 
and later joined the BJP to 
form the local body gov-
ernment in Chandel last 
year was arrested along 
with seven others by a 

Narcotics and Affairs of 
Border (NAB) team of Ma-
nipur police and seized 
more than INR 27 crore 
worth heroin (4.595kg) 
and World is Yours (WY) 
Amphetamine tablets 
(2.80 lakh in number) and 
INR 57.18 lakh in cash, in 
a night long operation on 
June 19.

While many social 
organisations including 
coalition against drugs 
and alcohol in Imphal 
have lauded the activities 
of NAB for the seizure. 

After the arrest, BJP 
Manipur Pradesh has 
expelled Lhunkhosei 
from the party for his 
alleged involvement in 
drugs case. BJP Manipur 
Pradesh issued an order 
in this regard on June 20.

Meanwhile the ar-
rested individuals were 
remanded to police cus-
tody till June 29 after pro-
ducing before the duty 
magistrate.

New Delhi, June 22 (IANS): The 
Congress on Friday set up screen-
ing committees for Assembly polls 
later this year in Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Mizoram 
and also for Odisha which will go to 
the polls next year.

According to a party release, 
former Union Minister Kumari Selja 
will head the screening committee 
for Rajasthan which will have Lal-
itesh Tripathi and Shakir Sanadi as 
members. 

Screening committees examine 
recommendations of the state units 
for ticket allocation and give their 
own recommendation to the party’s 
Central Election Committee which 
takes the final decision. 

Party leader Madhushudan Mis-

try will head the screening commit-
tee for Madhya Pradesh which has 
Netta D’Souza and Ajay Kumar Lallu 
as members. The screening commit-
tee for Chhattisgarh will be headed 
by former Assam Congress chief 
Bhubaneswar Kalita and will have 
Rohit Choudhary and Ashvinbhai 
Kotwal as members.

Party leader from Kerala V.D. 
Satheesan has been appointed 
Chairperson of Odisha screening 
committee and Jiten Prasada and 
Naushad Solanki are its members. 

Former Goa Chief Minister Luiz-
inho Faleiro will be the Chairperson 
of the screening committee for Mi-
zoram. The committees have been 
constituted by party President Rahul 
Gandhi.

Agartala, June 22 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb today 
appealed to Opposition 
CPI(M) members to aban-
don the path of agitation 
and join the development 
process in the state.

“You did a lot of agita-
tion for the past 25 years, 
and now the time has come 
to join the development 
process that began under 
the new government,” he 
said.

The chief minister was 
speaking in the state As-
sembly in response to a 
query by CPIM) legisla-
tor Badal Chowdhury on 
the revised fee structure of 
Tripura Medical College, 
managed by the Society 
for Tripura Medical College 
and Dr BRAM Teaching 
Hospital.

“The government will 
surely stand behind those 
who could not pay the re-
vised fee structure, if he or 

she is having merit,” Deb 
said.

The institution has 
hiked its fees from Rs 5.15 
lakh annually to Rs 9 lakh, 
triggering widespread re-
sentment among various 
students’ organisations, 
including the National 
Students’ Union of India 
(NSUI).

CPI(M) MLA Sudhan 
Das raised the issue shortly 
after Question Hour, and 
demanded roll back of the 

hike.
In reply, Health Min-

ister Sudip Roy Barman 
assured the House that 
the state government will 
ensure no meritorious stu-
dent is denied admission 
in the medical college be-
cause of lack of funds.

Deb added that his gov-
ernment is for “antodaya” 
and is committed to work 
for all sections of people 
irrespective of caste, creed 
and political colour.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 22 (EMN): 
The vehicular movement 
along the 222km Imphal-
Jiribam sector of the Na-
tional Highway 37 is likely 
to be closed for two days 
in view of the repairing 
work of the Makru Bridge, 
according to reports.

National Highway & 
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd has 
reportedly informed the 
state authority including 
those stationed at Jiribam, 
Noney and Tamenglong 
to take up necessary ac-
tion for stopping all type 
of vehicles movement on 
NH 37 for replacement 
of the Bailey bridge at 

Makru, 186 km west of 
Imphal.

T h e  s c h e d u l e  f o r 
the repairing and Bailey 
Bridge replacement work 
is said to begin on June 23 
from 6 am to 6 pm of June 
24, said General Manager 
(Projects) Sunilkumar of 
NHIDCL, Branch office 
Manipur in a commu-
niqué to SPs of Jiribam, 
Noney and Tamenglong.

The Imphal-Jiribam 
route which was always 
in the news in the recent 
past because of frequent 
landslide and breaking 
down of British period 
bridges along the route is 
currently maintained by 
NHIDCL.

Aizawl, June 22 (IANS): The year-
long “Healthy Mizoram Campaign” 
organised by the Assam Rifles to pro-
mote a natural, healthy and disease 
free lifestyle through exercise and 
naturopathy has ended. It saw the 
participation of over 10,000 people, 
an official said here on Friday.

“An impressive function together 
with physical exercises marked the 
concluding functions of the year 
long ‘Healthy Mizoram Campaign’ 
at the Assam Rifles ground here late 
Thursday evening,” the Assam Rifles 
official said.

The Institute of Chartered Finan-
cial Analysts of India (ICFAI) Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor

Lt.Gen A.K. Mishra (Rtd.), who 
was the chief guest at the function, 
lauded the efforts of the Assam Rifles 
to promote a healthy lifestyle espe-

cially in the state’s remote border 
areas which are devoid of basic medi-
cal facilities.

The campaign was launched by 
former Mizoram Governor Lt. Gen. 
Nirbhay Sharma, (Rtd.) on June 21 
last year, which coincides with Inter-
national Yoga Day, to promote a natu-
ral, healthy and disease free lifestyle 
through exercise and naturopathy 
among the people.

Under the campaign, the Assam 
Rifles has conducted many health 
related seminars, medical camps, 
blood donation camps, AIDS and 
drugs awareness campaign and other 
health related events.

Meanwhile, the observance of 
the 4th International Yoga Day in 
Christian-dominated Mizoram was 
very low key when seven other north-
eastern states observed the day in an 

impressive manner on Thursday.
Paramilitary forces -- Assam Rifles 

and Border Security Force -- observed 
the Yoga Day in the state.

However, Mizoram’s two power-
ful NGOs -- People’s Right to Identity 
and Status of Mizoram (PRISM) and 
Young Mizo Association (YMA) - 
separately alleged that the Central 
government was imposing the tradi-
tional practice on the state’s people.

“We would continue to oppose if 
the Central government forcibly and 
unilaterally imposes the practice of 
yoga on the people of the state,” a 
PRISM leader said.

The YMA and other student or-
ganisations in separate statements 
made similar claims and said that the 
“imposition of yoga was the hidden 
agenda of a couple of Hindu organi-
sations among the Sangh Parivar”.

Mirror Crossword 1857sud0ku 1697
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1856

ACROSS
1. Set of moral principles
6. Horn sound
10. Spheres
14. Sporting venue
15. Region
16. A tide
17. Breaches of duty
18. Comedian brothers
19. City in Yemen
20. Crumb-like topping on coffee 

cakes
22. Induces vomiting
24. Rodents
25. Sink a ship
26. Character in “A Streetcar Named 

Desire”
29. Pierce
30. Polynesian plant with edible 

roots
31. Remarkability
37. Genus of heathers and heaths
39. Plaything
40. Discoverer of radium, Marie 

_____
41. Waterproof coat or cloak
44. Post-dawn
45. Blade of tall grass
46. Gives an opinion
48. French for “Height”
52. Scheme or design
53. Actor ______ Borgnine
54. Fireplugs
58. Circle fragments
59. Genuine
61. Noise made during sleep
62. Unit of electrical force
63. Male singing range
64. Brilliant display
65. Female sheep
66. Claim on property for unpaid 

debt
67. Quantities of paper 

DOWN
1. Devours
2. Easy running pace
3. German for “Mister”

4. Engage by overlapping
5. Not formal
6. Domesticates
7. By mouth
8. Over (poetic)
9. Car for hire
10. Beginning
11. Respond to a stimulus
12. Trite 
13. “_____, the final frontier”
21. Comedian ____ Laurel
23. Area of the lower abdomen
25. Remains

26. Main stalk of a plant
27. Figure skater ____ Lipinsky
28. Singer ____ Clapton
29. Took to one’s feet
32. Meat-eating aquatic mammal
33. The condition of emitting 

light
34. Ferrous
35. Rubber on a wheel
36. Longs or yearns
38. Buenos _____, Argentina
42. Not taking sides
43. Retain

47. Device or software designed 
to resolve instructions

48. Lift and throw
49. Shot by a bow
50. Parental brother
51. Exams
52. Steel tower
54. Despise
55. Town in Campania Italy
56. Trolley
57. What the sun does at night
60. Inventor ___ Whitney

solutions to suD0ku 1696

Law and order situation reviewed ahead 
of NRC draft publication in Assam

NF Railway introduces ‘train 
captain’ in Rajdhani Express

Shiv Sena Manipur 
unit demands NIA 
probe on arrest of ADC 
chairman and 7 others  

Congress forms screening committees 
for Mizoram and four others states 

Join the development process in Tripura — CM to CPI(M)

Manipur: NH 37 to remain 
closed for 36 hours 

Year-long ‘Healthy Mizoram Campaign’ ends

NEws IN BRIEF
Arunachal bags Skoch award for 
vaccination campaign
Itanagar, June 22 (PTI): Arunachal Pradesh bagged 
the ‘SKOCH Order-of Merit’ Award for the Measles-
Rubella Vaccination campaign and also for the Chief 
Ministers Free Cancer Chemotherapy Scheme being 
implemented in the state. The award was conferred 
to the state at the 52nd SKOCH Summit held at New 
Delhi on Thursday, an official release said here today. 
The award conferred by Skoch Group in recognition 
of the services provided to the people was received 
by Special Secretary, Health and Family Welfare, Dr 
Tapasya Raghav, it said. Skoch Group is a think-tank 
dealing with socio-economic issues with a focus on 
inclusive growth since 1997.

2 militants arrested in Manipur
Imphal, June 22 (PTI): Two militants were arrested 
from different places in Manipur’s Imphal West dis-
trict, police said today. A cadre of proscribed militant 
outfit Kangleipak Communist Party (Lamyanba 
Khuman group) was arrested by police from Thangal 
Bazaar in Imphal West district yesterday, said the 
press release issued by the police. A member of 
banned militant outfit People Revolutionary Party 
of Kangleipak (Progressive group) was arrested by 
police while conducting a search operation at Sing-
jamei Waikhom Leikai area in Imphal West district 
yesterday, the release added.

Six-year old raped in Assam
Kokrajhar (Assam), June 22 (PTI): A six-year-old girl 
was allegedly raped by a person, in whose house she 
was staying in Kokrajhar district, police said today. 
A case has been registered under POCSO today and 
the accused person arrested from his home at East 
Barshagaon, they said. The girl’s widowed mother 
had kept the minor at the accused person’s house for 
her upbringing around three year’s ago, as requested 
by him as he did not have any children. When the 
mother went to meet her daughter a few days ago, 
the kid wanted to go home with her. After returning 
home, the girl narrated her ordeal to her mother, 
who filed a police case this morning, they said.

Assam Rifles seize party drugs 
worth INR 49 lakh in Manipur
Imphal, June 22 (PTI): The Assam Rifles (AR) seized 
party drugs worth around Rs 49 lakh and detained 
a person in Manipur’s Tengnoupal district today, AR 
sources said. Based on specific information regard-
ing transport of contraband drugs using a jungle 
track in Khudengthabi village, the Assam Rifles 
troopers spotted a man moving suspiciously with a 
bag, a press release issued by AR said. On checking 
the individual, they found 9,800 party drug tablets 
called ‘ World is Yours’ in the bag. The cost of the 
party drugs is worth around Rs 49 lakh the release 
said. The apprehended person along with the seized 
party drugs were handed over the Moreh police 
station, it added. The police on Tuesday night had 
seized a huge quantity of heroin and party drugs 
worth around Rs 40 crore from the official residence 
of the chairman of Autonomous District Council 
(ADC) Chandel, Lumkhosei Zou in Imphal.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19.06.18  

NOTICE
No.M-187/18/1869-70    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Zhenito Sema -Vrs- T. Kisheho Zhimo resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Zhenito Sema
Village/Block No: Bamunpukhuri, Patta No: 154
Dag No: 246, Area: 01B-00K-01 Ls

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5589

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19.06.18 

NOTICE
No.M-184/18/1865-66    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Mughahovi Awomi -Vrs- H. Easther Chishi resident of 
………….. Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Mughahovi Awomi
Village/Block No: Bamunpukhuri -1, Patta No: 542
Dag No: 246/656, Area: 01B-01K-02 Ls

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5590

IN THE COURT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUATER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 22nd June’18        

NOTICE
No. M-205/18/2010-13   Notice is hereby given to Shri/Smti 
Imnala Imchen -Vrs-  Samson Aye resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rules 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of  land described 
in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should be 
submitted to this Court in written on or before 22.07.18.

SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Imnala Imchen
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 1908
Dag No: 651/2185, 47/2186, Area: 00-00-12& 00-01-13

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5597

IN THE COURT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUATER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 22nd June’18        

NOTICE
No. M-206/18/2015-16   Notice is hereby given to Shri/
Smti King Traders Group Thahekhu Village -Vrs- Niholu Ayemi 
resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of  Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rules 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of  land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should 
be submitted to this Court in written on or before 22.07.18.

SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: King Traders Group Thahekhu Village
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 66
Dag No: 237, Area: 00-02-16

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5598

D-5592

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21th June’18

NOTICE
No: Rev-1/90-D/            / Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
V. Ngukali Sumi resident of  Dimapur who has applied for 
issue of  mortgage clearance concerning to Patta No.70, Dag 
No. 13/458  measuring an area 00-02-00  located at Block 
No/Village. Daropathor, Mouza No.03 which has been 
mortgage in the SBI Bank/Society.
      Claims &Objection if any on the aforesaid land may 
be submitted in written in written in the court of the 
undersigned on or before 28.06.18.

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

I, Mr. Ashok Kumar Agarwal, son of  Late Shanti Prasad Agarwal, presently 
residing at H/No.117, Om Atta Mill, Railway Colony, Kalibari Road, Dimapur, 
Nagaland-797112, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:- 

1. That, I am a resident of above mentioned place. This is true.
2. That, as per my Educational Documents my name has been entered/recorded 

as "Ashok Kumar Agarwalla" instead of “Ashok Kumar Agarwal". This is 
true. 

3. That, both the names "Ashok Kumar Agarwal" and "Ashok Kumar 
Agarwalla" pertain to one and the same person i.e. me. This is true.

4. That, as per my Educational Documents my father's name has been entered/
recorded as "Shanti Prasad Agarwalla" instead of "Shanti Prasad agarwal". 

5. That, both the names "Shanti Prasad Agarwal" and "Shanti Prasad 
Agarwalla" pertain to one and the same person i.e. my father. This is true. 

6. That, henceforth I shall be known as "Ashok Kumar Agarwal" and my 
father's name shall be known as "Shanti Prasad Agarwal" for all purposes 
and intents. This is true. 

7. That this affidavit is sworn for the purpose to correct my name and my father's 
name and to do the needful before the competent authority. 

          All the statements above made are true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I sign this affidavit on this 15th day of June 2018 at Dimapur. 

DEPONENT
Pfukrulhi Khupfuh

Notary Public D-5591

Redg. No.764/18 Date: 15.06.2018AFFIDAVIT

AFFIDAVITRegd. No.272/2018   Date: 22.06.2018

By this deed I, the undersigned TOKHEHO YEPTHOMI previously called KHUKHUVI TOKHEHO 
SEMA son of LT. XUKHUVI YEPTHOMI and a resident of H/No.266, Naharbari Village, Purana Bazar, 
Dimapur, and Nagaland solemnly declare:
1. That for and on behalf of myself and my wife, children and remitter issue, I wholly renounce/

relinquish and abandon the use of my former name/surname of KHUKHUVI TOKHEHO SEMA and 
in place thereof, I do hereby assume from this date the name/surname TOKHEHO YEPTHOMI, so 
that I and my wife, children and remitter issue may hereafter be called, known and distinguished 
not by my former name/surname, but assumed name/surname of TOKHEHO YEPTHOMI. 

2. That for the purpose of evidencing such my determination declare that I shall at all times hereafter 
in all records, deeds and writings and in all proceedings, dealings and transactions, private as well 
as upon all occasions whatsoever, use and sign the mane of TOKHEHO YEPTHOMI as my name/
surname in place and in substitution of my former name /surname.

3. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my former and adopted name/surname of 
TOKHEHO YEPTHOMI and affix my signature and seal, if any, this 22nd Day of June 2018. 

TOKHEHO YEPTHOMI
(Deponent) 

(ENCHANG HIAKA)
Notary Public D-5593

LOST NOTICE
I, Meyitula Imsong 

would like to apply for 
a duplicate admit card 

of BSC 6th Semester as I, 
have lost it

Name: Meyitula Imsong
F/ Name: Lt. 

Tsukjemtemsu Imsong
Roll No: G150014

Institute: Kohima Science 
Collage Jotsoma

P/No: 7005154338 D
-5
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STOLEN NOTICE
One HERO HF DELUXE bike, 
Color-Black/Blue STRP, belong to 
Mr. Pakinrichapbo, S/o Lt. Atam 
Chawang was stolen on 19th June, 
2018 from H/no. 05 Lotha Khel, 
Notun Bosti, Dimapur Nagaland.
The particulars of the bike are as 
follows:
Chassis No: 
MBLHAR202JGC18602
Engine No: HA11ENJGC18749
Manufacture: HERO 
MOTOCORP LTD
Mfg. Date: 3/2018
Regd. No: NL07R8534 D

-5
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IMMANUEL COLLEGE
NAAC ACCREDITED B+

 Lengrijan : Dimapur-797 112, P.B. No. 253                                                    

Advt. No. IMCOLL- 06/18    Dated : 21.06.2018

Applications are invited from intending candidates for the post 
of  Asst. Prof. in 

(i)   Chemistry (specialization - Organic)
(ii)  Political Science 

Min. qualification: Post Graduate with UGC norms. Preference 
will be given to the candidates with NET/ SLET/ SET/M.Phil / Ph.D. 
Resume & handwritten applications, photocopies of relevant 
documents and one passport photo should reach the Principal’s 
office or E-mail on or before 30th  June 2018. 

Principal.   #  03862-248275  ;  + 91-9436004791
E-mail: immanuelcollege797112@gmail.com

VACANCY

D-5594

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The NSSATA (Kohima unit), is indebted to the 
following for showing their support and solidarity 
in the recently suspended agitation : Kohima DC, 
APO, NSF, ENSF, NBCC, ASU, ANCSU, KVSU, CCN, SMC 
chairman Tesophenyu upper, Media fraternity and 
all the Various bodies that supported us morally. 

Thank you all for supporting morally, spiritually 
and physically. May the good Lord shower His 
blessings to you all!

 Sd /- Sd /-
 Thejangulie Kirha Melhouvonuo 
 President General Secretary 
 KSSATA KSSATA 
 P. No: 9862853061 P.No: 7005225181  K

-1
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV   Dated Kohima, the 18th June, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. BINA KUMARI BHATTARAI W/o LATE. DEVI PRASAD 
BHATTARAI, Water Fitter P.W.D (H) C.D Kma/ N/L resident of Supply Colony 
P.R.Hill, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity  & 
other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.30292759367 SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 08.05.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if  
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2608         

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV   Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. LIPOKMAR YADEN G/o LT. THEMEN resident of Kohima Sc. 
College Campus Jotsoma has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late cousin-sister. Bank A/C No.20154433100 SBI Sc. 
College, Jotsoma & Term Deposit Advice A/C No.33352209032. Who 
expired on 11.03.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2609     

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV   Dated Kohima, the 18th June, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. KHRIEKETOULIE ZUYIE S/O LT. ZÜHÜVOLÜ ZUYIE, 
Pensioner resident of Rüsoma Village, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late mother-Pension P.O. No.141507525 
of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.20173379477 SBI N.S.T Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 17.12.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2610 

ADVERTISTMENT
The State Centre Resource for Women invites all interested artists/ singers 
to compose a “THEME SONG FOR WOMEN.” 

The best song will be selected and made the official Theme Song for Women.

•	 Lyrics	and	music	should	be	original.
•	 The	lyric	should	portray	women	in	a	positive	light.
•	 Duration	of	the	song	should	not	exceed	4	minutes.
•	 Rs,	20,000/-	will	be	awarded	to	the	selected	group	or	individual.
•	 The	last	date	of	submission	will	be	on	23rd July.
•	 Songs	can	be	emailed	at	nld.srcw@gmail.com or nld.whl@gmail.com
•	 For	more	queries,	interested	participants	may	email	us.

Participants should note the following:

Sd/-
(Daisy Mezhur)
Mission Director

OFFICE OF THE
STATE RESOURCE CENTRE FOR WOMEN

No. NSSWB/SRCW/WHL-Advt& Pub/2018 -19/ Dated: Kohima the 22nd of June, 2018

KG-2612

5BUSINESS
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, June 23, 2018

1.6 lakh deposited INR 746-cr 
banned notes, says NABARD

Zoomcar launches 25 Electric 
vehicles at Miyapur Metro station

Forex reserves decline by 
USD 3.03 bn to USD 410.07 bn

NDDB to strengthen cooperative 
societies to push growth in dairy sector

Nifty reclaims 
10,800, up 80 
points

Mumbai, Ahmedabad, June 
22 (IANS): The National 
Bank for Agriculture & Rural 
Development (NABARD) on 
Friday attributed the coun-
try’s highest deposits of Rs 
745.59 crore in banned cur-
rencies at the Ahmedabad 
District Cooperative Bank 
(ADCB) to the latter’s mas-
sive size and performance.

After a political storm 
over the IANS report on RTI 
revelations about ADCB, 
in which Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) President Amit 
Shah is a director, the NA-
BARD came out in strong 
defence of the Ahmedabad-
based bank.

“NABARD conducted 
100 per cent verification in 
ADCB which revealed that 
the bank had complied with 
all the KYC guidelines of the 
RBI while accepting the de-
monetised notes,” it said in 
a statement here.

“During the period 
when the banks were per-
mitted to accept deposits, 
1.6 lakh customers of the 
bank deposite/exchanged 
the demonetised notes ag-
gregating to Rs 746 crore, 
which was only about 15 
percent of the total deposits 
of the bank,” NABARD said.

Confirming the figure 
of deposits of the banned 

Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 cur-
rency notes worth Rs 745.59 
crore, NABARD said the 
ADCB has 16 lakh accounts 
spread across 194 branches, 
making it Gujarat’s biggest 
DCCB.

It said of the 16 lakhs 
accounts, barely 1.6 lakh 
customers or 9.37 percent 
exchanged or deposited the 
old notes.

Of these less than Rs 
2.5 lakhs were deposited 
in 98.66 percent of the ac-
counts in which deposits/ 
exchanges were made.

NABARD also said of the 
total number of accounts 
with ADCB, only 0.09 per-
cent comprised accounts 
with deposits of more than 
Rs 2.5 lakh.

“The average deposit 
amount in ADCB was Rs 
46,795, which was lower 
than average per depositor 
in 18 DCCBs of Gujarat,” it 
added.

In contrast, the NAB-
ARD said that the DCCBs in 
Maharashtra and Kerala had 
deposits that were higher 
than the DCCBs in Gujarat.

Our Gujarat Corre-
spondent, Darshan Desai 
adds: ADC Bank chairman 
Ajay Patel says there was 
“nothing unusual” about 
the bank receiving as much 

as Rs 746 crore deposits 
in the first five days of de-
monetisation announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on November 2016.

Asked how could the 
bank staff managed to han-
dle so much money in just 
five days when making de-
posits after demonetisation 
required a detailed proce-
dure, Patel told IANS, “We 
have 194 branches across 
Gujarat, not just one.”

“So it is no big deal. And 
for any other clarification 
about the deposits in our 
bank, the NABARD has is-
sued a detailed press re-
lease. You can refer that,” he 
added, speaking in Gujarati.

The NABARD statate-
ment lauded the ADCB, 
saying the bank had total 
business levels of over Rs 
9,000-crore, is one of the top 
10 DCCBs in the country, 
and was recently awarded 
for best performance by the 
Federatoin of Cooperative 
Banks, and its deposit base 
of Rs 5,330-crore is the high-
est among all the Gujarat 
banks.

Moreover, calling it a 
“farmer friendly bank”, it 
said the bank has adopted 
technology to the core to en-
hance ease of doing banking 
to farmers, is among the first 

few DCCBs in India to offer 
modern mobile banking 
and limited Internet bank-
ing facilities to its custom-
ers.

IANS on Thursday high-
lighted how the ADCB be-
came the most sought-after 
bank for deposits of the Rs 
500 and Rs 1,000 curren-
cies which were abruptly 
demonetised by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on No-
vember 8, 2016.

The issue created a con-
troversy with several op-
position parties, including 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and the CPI-M tar-
geting the BJP on the issue.

Mumbai Youth Congress 
President Ganesh Yadav 
has announced a protest 
on Saturday to demand a 
CBI probe against Shah on 
all the charges against him, 
suspension of the Rajkot 
DCCB Chairman Jayesh V. 
Radadiya who is a cabinet 
minister in Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani’s government, 
and stringent action against 
both the banks and its of-
ficials.

Earlier in the day, the 
AICC issued a hard hitting 
statement detailing the oth-
er DCCBs in Gujarat which 
are controlled by the ruling 
BJP.

Hyderabad, June 22 (PTI):  Self-driving 
car rental company Zoomcar today 
launched 25 electric vehicles at Miya-
pur metro station here for daily metro 
commuters. The company introduced 
25 Mahindra e2oPlus cars.

“This will help facilitate the travel 
of metro commuters looking to com-
p l e t e 

their last mile journey affordably with 
the convenience of self-drive”, Hy-
derabad Metro Rail Limited (HMRL) 
Managing Director N V S Reddy said.

The EV rental charges currently 
start at Rs 8.50 per km and it is a cost-
effective and eco-friendly option for 
commuters.

In the near future, 
Zoomcar plans to 

expand the serv-
ice to enable 

one-way 

movement to Madhapur and Gachi-
bowli for IT employees, who can use 
these services to commute between 
their office and metro stations.

Along with this, Zoomcar’s cycle 
sharing service PEDL, has deployed 
around 500 cycles across Hyderabad 
(in Gachibowli, Madhapur, Ameerpet, 
Begumpet etc) for people to cover last 
mile connectivity.

The present charges are Rs 3 for 
30 minutes.

“Hyderabad has shown a good 
response in terms of demand for both 
cycles and EVs and has also helped 

commuters save money and help 
the environment by adopting 

these eco-friendly and cost-
effective modes of transport,” 
Reddy added.

Mumbai, June 22 (PTI):  India’s foreign 
exchange reserves declined by USD 3.039 
billion to USD 410.070 billion in the week to 
June 15, due to fall in foreign currency assets, 
Reserve Bank data showed.

In the previous week, the reserves have 
risen by USD 879.5 million to USD 413.109 
billion. The reserves had touched a record 
high of USD 426.028 billion in the week 
to April 13, 2018. It had crossed the USD 

400-billion mark for the first time in the 
week to September 8, 2017, but has since 
been fluctuating. In the reporting week, the 
foreign currency assets, a major component 
of the overall reserves, dipped by USD 3.058 
billion to USD 385.333 billion. Expressed in 
US dollar terms, the foreign currency assets 
include the effect of appreciation or depre-
ciation of the non-US currencies such as the 
euro, pound and yen held in the reserves.

Jaipur, June 22 (PTI): National Dairy 
Development Board today said it will 
focus on strengthening cooperative 
societies to push development and 
growth in the sector.

The board’s chairman Dilip Rath 
said that Rajasthan has registered a 
growth in milk production but there 

is a need to strengthen cooperative 
societies network in Rajasthan and 
other states also in order to make the 
growth sustainable. He informed that 
the board is promoting new income 
generating activities for dairy farmers.

“Engaging milk producers in mul-
tiple streams of income through differ-

ent alternative activities aimed at their 
livelihood diversification is important 
for building their economic resilience 
and well-being,” he said here.

Rath told reporters that bee-keep-
ing, manure management, silage man-
agement are among other activities the 
board is pushing for dairy farmers.

Mumbai, June 22 (PTI): 
The NSE Nifty rose by 80.75 
points to 10.821.85, led by 
recovery during the fag-
end volatile trading ses-
sion backed by buying in 
pharma, banking, financial 
services, FMCG and infra 
sectors.

The index hovered be-
tween 10,837 and 10,710.45 
during the session with 
an intra-day movement of 
126.55 points.

The rally in local stocks 
was also supported by posi-
tive global cues. European 
stocks, along with US fu-
tures, advanced following 
better-than-expected mac-
ro economic data from the 
euro zone’s largest econo-
mies. 

Most Asian stocks end-
ed higher.

Globally,  investors 
awaited the outcome of 
the OPEC meeting and also 
monitored trade develop-
ments between the US and 
China.

Reliance Industries, 
which was down by 1.88 per 
cent, capped some gains.

Sector-wise, PSU banks 
fell nearly 2 per cent, met-
als 1.08 per cent, infra 1 per 
cent, pharma 1 per cent, 
auto 0.94 per cent, realty 
0.79 per cent, FMCG 0.66 
per cent, IT 0.28 per cent, 
banks 0.23 per cent, private 
banks 0.07 per cent and 
media 0.04 per cent. 

On the other hand, en-
ergy and finance services 
scrips rose by 0.66 and 0.03 
per cent, respectively.

Major index gainers 
were Sun Pharma, Bajaj 
Finance, Bajaj Finserv, Ma-
hindra & Mahindra, HDFC, 
Indiabulls Housing Finance 
and HDFC bank.

Among the index losers 
were RIL, Hindustan Pe-
troleum, UPL, Coal India, 
Eicher Motor, TCS, Wipro 
and Indian Oil. 

The market breadth, 
indicating its overall health, 
remained negative. A total 
of 824 scrips advanced and 
938 declined, while 104 re-
mained unchanged.

As many as 178 secu-
rities hit their respective 
price bands. Turnover in 
the cash segment rose to 
Rs 26,822.92 crore from 
Rs 24,978.06 crore as on 
Thursday.

A total of 10,953.75 la-
khs shares changed hands 
in 1,00,13,331 trades. The 
market capitalisation of 
listed firms on the NSE 
stood at Rs 1,45,65,986.94 
crore.
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DAILY

PATH
I’d been out late the night before, just as I was every Saturday night. Just twenty years old, I was run-

ning from God as fast as I could. But suddenly, strangely, I felt compelled to attend the church my 
dad pastored. I put on my faded jeans, well-worn T-shirt, and unlaced high-tops and drove across town.

I don’t recall the sermon Dad preached that day, but I can’t forget how delighted he was to see me. 
With his arm over my shoulder, he introduced me to everyone he saw. “This is my son!” he proudly 
declared. His joy became a picture of God’s love that has stuck with me all these decades.

The imagery of God as loving Father occurs throughout the Bible. In Isaiah 44, the prophet interrupts 
a series of warnings to proclaim God’s message of family love. “Dear Israel, my chosen one,” he said. 
“I will pour out my Spirit on your descendants, and my blessing on your children” (vv. 2–3 nlt). Isaiah 
noted how the response of those descendants would demonstrate family pride. “Some will proudly 
claim, ‘I belong to the Lord,’” he wrote. “Some will write the Lord’s name on their hands” (v. 5 nlt).

Wayward Israel belonged to God, just as I belonged to my adoptive father. Nothing I could do would 
ever make him lose his love for me. He gave me a glimpse of our heavenly Father’s love for us.

Heavenly Father, we all come from families that are broken in one way or another. Thank You for 
loving us in that brokenness and for showing us what real love looks like.

Belonging
BIBLE READ:   ISAIAH 44:1–5 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Lord who made you and helps you says: 
“Do not be afraid . . . my chosen one.”     

~   Isaiah 44:2 nlt

People Love 
To Be Angry 
These Days

T
his columnist once wrote 
to a friend gently suggest-
ing that he was not cut out 
to be an anger manage-

ment therapist. He replied in capi-
tal letters: "SO. WHAT. ARE. YOU. 
SAYING?"

People love being angry these 
days, and the problem is getting 
worse. When I look at Facebook, I 
feel I need to stand well back.

"The aviation industry suf-
fers the most," said a reader who 
works in that sector. She showed 
me a news report expressing out-
rage about an airline which threw 
a passenger off the flight "because 
she was breastfeeding". Another 
was about an airline which ejected 
a man "for having a tattoo". A third 
report was about a flight in which 
staff stopped the plane to escort a 
"feminist activist" off.

"But not one of them happened 
as reported," said the woman, who 
did not want her name printed. "In 
each case, the passenger was ac-
tually thrown off for breaching in-
dustry-wide safety rules. But jour-
nalists prefer to say it was because 
the person was breastfeeding or 
whatever because anger gets all the 
clicks."

A typical case was reported last 
December. Just as a Delta Airlines 
plane was about to take off from At-
lanta, a man rose from his seat and 
went to the toilet. The crew scolded 
him and booted him off the flight 
— so he called reporters and told 
them: "It's because I'm black."

The good news is that such cas-
es are mostly limited to the West-
ern media. "On the East side of the 
planet, there is no assumption that 
authority figures are automatically 
wrong," she said.

Interesting. I mean, there's a 
lot of bad things you can say about 
Asian journalists, such as the fact 
that we are often corrupt, lazy, 
bribe-taking, careless, woefully in-
accurate, gullible, and seem inca-
pable of critical thinking, let alone 
good writing, and I forgot where I 
was going with this sentence so I 
think I'll just end it here.

These days, the Asian me-
dia does the anger thing in some 
countries, while in others, news 
items are bland and emotionless. 
In some Indo-China nations, the 
first item on the TV news is always 
the same: "Premier cuts ribbon." 
Sometimes the entire news bulle-
tin is the premier cutting various 
ribbons. Aliens intercepting those 
transmissions must think this is a 
planet in which fame and fortune 
go to men who can use scissors.

But elsewhere, the modern love 
of anger can have bad results. A few 
days ago, the New York Times told 
the shocking story of a bird scientist 
who did his job: He caught and dis-
sected a bird as a specimen for his 
museum's million-piece research 
collection. An angry web-surfer 
published his name on the Internet 
as a "bird murderer". The scientist 
got so many angry death threats 
that he needed police protection.

The Internet, and particularly 
Facebook and Twitter, are magnets 
for the Super Angry. One of my so-
cial media friends thunders: "I don't 
need anger management. Everyone 
else needs stupidity management." 
To him, life seems horribly unfair. 
"When Thor throws his hammer 
he's a hero. When I throw a ham-
mer I need therapy," he grumbles. 
Stand well back. Literally.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God’s love for us offers us the sense of belonging and  
identity we all crave.

(Larry Canner/JHU)

New 'E-Skin' Brings Sense of Touch, Pain to Prosthetic Hands
A 

team of engineers, includ-
ing one of an Indian-ori-
gin, has developed a novel 
e-dermis that will enable 

amputees perceive a real sense 
of touch through the fingertips of 
their prosthetics.

Made of fabric and rubber laced 
with sensors to mimic nerve end-
ings, e-dermis recreates a sense of 
touch as well as pain by sensing 
stimuli and relaying the impulses 
back to the peripheral nerves.

The novel e-dermis conveys in-
formation to the amputee by stim-
ulating peripheral nerves in the 
arm, making the so-called phan-
tom limb come to life.

The e-dermis device does this 

by electrically stimulating the 
amputee's nerves in a non-
invasive way, through the skin, 
said Nitish Thakor, Professor 
at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity in Maryland, US. 

"For the first time, a pros-
thesis can provide a range of 
perceptions, from fine touch 
to noxious to an amputee, 
making it more like a human 
hand," Thakor added.

The study, detailed in the 
journal Science Robotics, re-
vealed that the e-dermis ena-
bles its user to sense a con-
tinuous spectrum of tactile 
perceptions, from light touch 
to noxious or painful stimulus. 

Bringing a more human 
touch to modern prosthetic de-
signs is critical, especially when 
it comes to incorporating the 
ability to feel pain, said Luke 
Osborn, a graduate student at 
the varsity. 

"Pain is, of course, unpleas-
ant, but it's also an essential, 
protective sense of touch that 
is lacking in the prostheses that 
are currently available to am-
putees," Osborn explained.

The team created a "neu-
romorphic model" mimicking 
the touch and pain receptors 
of the human nervous system, 
allowing the e-dermis to elec-
tronically encode sensations 

just as the receptors in the skin 
would. 

They found that the test subject 
was able to perceive these sensa-
tions in the phantom hand.

Further, in a pain-detection 
task, the test subject and the pros-
thesis were able to experience a 
natural, reflexive reaction to both 
pain while touching a pointed ob-
ject and non-pain when touching a 
round object.

This e-dermis technology 
could be used to make robotic sys-
tems more human, and it could 
also be used to expand or extend 
to astronaut gloves and space suits, 
Osborn said.

Source: IANS

Respected Mr. Kolezo Chase.  
Spokesman, NNC.
My letter, published in Letter to the Editor, 
Eastern Mirror, dated May 24, 2018, seek-
ing a clarification for a particular sentence; 
under the heading “An open letter to her 
respectable and honourable Adinno Phizo, 
President NNC”. This letter seeks to thank 
you for your clarified response to the sen-
tence; published in Letter to the Editor, East-
ern Mirror, dated May 30, 2018: Couldn’t re-
spond to your esteem response earlier, as I 
was out of station.

Firstly: my heartfelt condolences to all 
who have sacrificed and laid down their life 
for the cause. RIP. 

Secondly: Thank you for your esteemed 
clarified response. Anyone who reads your 
esteemed clarification, related to the sen-
tence “The strange thing is that no single 
honest Indian among a billion people”….. 
does speak volumes for itself. We have been 
deeply touched and moved. Your esteem re-
sponse is highly appreciated. 

Thirdly: Rationally/Logically speaking: 
You are right: we are neither from same fa-
ther nor same mother; but born from differ-
ent stocks; but Biblically: YES; we are from 
the same father ‘Adam’ and mother ‘Eve’; 
and the Holy Koran too says so. The Genes: 
Medically proven; Hinduism says Bindu. 
The Point from where all life evolved.

Fourthly: By the grace of the Almighty, 
we as neighbors were and are extremely 
friendly and sharing a cordial relationship 
till date, by maintaining our unique distinct 
beliefs and cultures, etc. In these advanced 
days, to take our relationship a step further; 
to strengthen our ties and build trusts: to 
have instilled faith in each other; our friend-
ship   has now evolved into a relationship. 
We have jointly started to celebrate an Eth-
nic Fest for two consecutive years, known 
as SCNEEF, i.e. Sildubi-Changpang North 
East Ethnic Festival; held right in the brink 
of the border between Sildubi (Assam) and 
Changpang (Nagaland); with support from 
both states Administration, Public, NEZCC 
( Kudos to Mr. Lipokmar Tzudir, the then 
Director NEZCC) and a visit by Director, 
Nagaland Tourism, as Guest of Honor,  to 
explore the tourism potentials this fest and 
surrounding areas has to offer for the vis-
iting national and international tourists. 
The President of ‘SCNEEF’ is His Honour-
able Mr. W. Yingashumo Kithan, Retd. Taxes 
Commissioner (Nagaland), representing 
Nagaland for 6 organisations; Working Pres-
ident is Mr. Bipin Sonowal; a Retd Assam 
Govt. Teacher; Vice President-ship is jointly 
shared by Mr. Pithungo Kithan Govt. Teach-
er and Mr. Mridul Sonowal, a Contractor 
and a local elected G.P member; Chief Secy. 
is Mr. Palash Hazarika, a businessman; Sec-
retary is jointly shared by His Respectable 
Mr. K. Lithao Kithan (His lady wife respect-
able Mrs.Teresa (Kinghen) Kithan): the Pa-
tron and land owner of major Oil fields/
wells and two Gas bearing wells in ONGC 
Changpang; also S/o founder of ONGC 
Changpang; which is a part of the main 
Changpang Village with Mr. Hironjyoti 
Sonowal, a Contractor with the ONGC Civil 
dept. and Organising Secy. is Mr. Champak 
Kr. Gogoi. Assam Govt. employee in the PHD 
dept. The Fest is an annual event and is cel-
ebrated on the 6th, 7th and 8th, January; un-
der the aegis of Sildubi Borholla Changpang 
Circle Eco-Tourism Development Society 
(SBCETDS). Where the President is Mr. Tilok 

Baruah, a contractor with ONGC Civil dept. 
and Honorable Secy. is Mr. S. Thungjamo 
Odyuo. An Ex. Chairman, who had surren-
dered his Chairmanship. Mentioning a few 
important designated persons who are real-
ly helping to co-ordinate between the peo-
ple living along our border area/pocket. We 
successfully hoisted the fest with coopera-
tion from our immediate Naga neighbors, 
in spite of fresh border turmoil during those 
days i.e. demand for a greater Nagalim. We 
take pride in our relationship with our Naga 
brother and sisters as neighbors. Though 
there are more such committees and or-
ganisations, doing their bit in maintaining 
a peaceful cordial relationship of existence 
between the public of these two states. 
Thou, we are from different stocks, the way 
we interstate neighbors mingle with each 
other, share and live in the border, is un-
believable and thought provoking to many 
people who has never come here nor lived 
in a/our border area. You’ll are welcome to 
come and see, feel, sense the cordial and 
highly/extremely friendly relationship and 
profound feelings we harbor and preserve, 
in this small place/pocket; which could be 
an example for other people living along the 
border areas, in these days of disputes lead-
ing to conflicts. 

We as neighbors were and are still ever 
ready to a beckon: and at ‘beck and call’; by 
the grace of God; we were ever helpful at 
times of need, when the time demands it. In 
the later part of 70’s, we were also the first 
people to help out with the Oil explorations, 
survey and operations in Nagaland. Again 
in 2007, after the Hoho meeting, which I at-
tended to; i.e. before the Oil modalities were 
set; the church was divided into two; the 
village citizens were almost up in arms be-
cause of the Oil issue. The then Pastor start-
ed taking sides, when he should have been 
a neutral pillar and a peace maker. I did all 
in my means to pool in the people to ne-
gotiate, to keep the people in harmony for 
the sake of their wellbeing. There are more 
deeds to stress on; this is just an example 
of a few deeds we both sides of the border 
people are sharing. Your land laws are un-
like ours. Whatever is found in your land, 
whether minerals like coal, oil, etc, belongs 
to you; i.e. the Land owner, the Village, the 
state, etc, gets a shared margin of it; whereas 
for us we have to surrender our land to the 
Govt. of India with the Govt. compensat-
ing us with a bare minimum and no turn-
ing back. We have our queries too with the 
Govt. of India.

How our friendship: transcended into 
a relationship: is history. It goes back to 
1870/1880’s; to those good old yonder days 
of barter. When the Naga people use to come 
down to the plains for exchanging their pro-
duces... So, the name BOR-HOLLA. BOR 
means Big: HOLLA meaning exchange. The 
path the Naga brothers then took to reach 
Borholla through the dense jungle is known 
as NAGA-BAT meaning Nagas Path. So, the 
name Nagabat. Even his honourable Late. 
Mr. A. Z. Phizo, the then President NNC and 
his honourable Late. Mr. Khotao Yanthan, 
Vice President NSCN (IM) (May their Souls 
Rest in Peace), came via this path…stayed 
overnight….The rest is history.

Fifth: I am aware of the boundary claims. 
By the grace of the Almighty, our pocket/
place which shares a common porous bor-
der with Nagaland of around approx.12 
Kms; is till date without any disputes or un-

toward incidents. Though that pocket in fu-
ture may become or come under the Govt. 
of Nagaland. Only time will tell. For, land is 
not something that we pocket it and walk 
away with it. It is God gifted.

In our area/place/pocket, a certain por-
tion of the border area has been demarcated 
by a nullah/drain by mutual consent; an un-
derstanding by ancestral elders of both the 
sides; and the porous border demarcation 
is respected till date. Nobody on either side 
encroaches on either’s land. With Tie-ups, 
Tea plantation has been sprouting on your 
side of the fence, since 1952/54, when I was 
nowhere near being born (or not born): 
bringing in monetary benefit and giving 
economic freedom and liberating the local 
villagers to get their wards a decent educa-
tion and making them responsible citizens 
and disciplined human beings; which most 
of the Naga brothers and sisters are as a 
whole - disciplined. This is your priceless 
heritage which you’ll have to value and up-
hold into the future. God bless. 

Sixth: I know globalization does not 
mean sacrificing ours or your national 
boundary and borders. To clarify, Globali-
sation is a vision of an enhanced profound 
feeling, evolved out of a progressive thought 
envisaged; whether globalised businesses, 
laws, globalised primary education, etc, to 
name a few, embraces the globe.

Seventh: What I mean by living in a bor-
derless world is that we are working towards 
a borderless world: is another progressive 
thought envisaged; a process, which can 
evolve to avail only if the ground is stable. 
Not with AFSPA (Arms Forces Special Power 
Act) and DAA (Disturbed Area Act) looming 
large over our heads; which is a nuisance 
and a hindrance to a developing and evolv-
ing society, which will have adverse affects. 
Abolish it. Sooner the better. We have to 
overcome those hindrances that prevent 
us all to live as ONE or those seen and un-
seen barriers - which prevents or pulls us 
back and does not allow us – to live side by 
side harmoniously, peacefully as ONE. It’s 
only when we overlook and overcome these 
barriers: we can live in a borderless world; 
that too, only if we get involved emotionally, 
where we respect the feelings and senti-
ments of each other; like in love and mar-
riage; where profound feelings, thoughts, 
love for each other takes a center stage. As 
we know, love is an intense feeling of deep 
affection; a feeling where everything is ir-
rationally overlooked: is why we say love 
is blind: blinded by the love symbol of two 
hearts in both the eyes. Love is that 7th 
sense that kills all the other 6 senses and 
makes the person Nonsense. But this is the 
word (LOVE) the whole world rotates.  And 
in reality, living in a borderless world: is a 
global affair.... For more insightful details: 
refer an article published in Eastern Mir-
ror, page 8, dated, June 21, 2018; bottom of 
the page, under the heading: “69% youth 
feel communalism, jingoistic politics major 
threat”. The vision envisaged, is doing its 
rounds around the globe with likeminded 
‘globizens’ or global citizens, envisaged 
by a visionary. The barriers are all in the 
mind, which we have to let go off. To live 
in a borderless world and apply that vision 
locally and to assume so, it is an enhanced 
thought, born out of the profound feelings 
of the relationship we share with our im-
mediate Naga neighbors; for we here are 
already living without a proper boundary 

or border: and still, by the grace of God, no 
disputes; and co-operating on many terms 
not mentioned here. On seeing the stability 
and confidence we have bestowed or they, 
i.e. our immediate Naga brothers and sis-
ters as neighbors have bestowed on us: is 
where our feelings and senses have led us 
to perceive a borderless world. This thought 
is like a new born child, which has to be 
nurtured, till the idea ideated matures. At 
this moment of time, this thought may not 
be acceptable/agreeable to many a people; 
but this is what the ultimate state of affairs 
in the world will be. We cannot have sweet 
healthy progressive profound thoughts and 
feelings, if the ground we stand on is not sta-
ble, the environment we live in -is not fresh. 
To have such lovely profound thoughts and 
feelings, stability and freshness counts and 
matters. It is important for us, you’ll and 
the rest of the world, to know, what the new 
generations thinks, feels visualizes, etc; and 
act according to their visualized thoughts, 
feelings, towards divinity; the next stimu-
lated and motivated generation: the torch 
bears of the new civilization; who will be 
carrying the weight of the world on their 
shoulders into the future: because they are 
abound with fresh visualizations, fresh 
thoughts, and fresh feelings, etc; waiting to 
be recognized and implemented; with no 
malice towards anyone or anybody, but for 
the greater welfare of all. Act locally: to Ef-
fect Globally. One Earth: Care and Share.

In this unexpectedly fast changing 
world, with new developments taking place 
every day in almost all fronts, we here can-
not afford to be bogged down by sticking 
to outdated thoughts, feelings, perceptions 
perceived. At this phase of evolution, we 
cannot afford to sit still, be a mute specta-
tor and not be moved by the global changes 
taking place around us; where we are di-
rectly in effect. The world is moving on to 
achieve its ultimate destiny mankind is des-
tined for. That is hoping for a gate to open 
to the Golden Ages or Era – Together. Amen.

Thank you very much for your open in-
vitation to your deemed office: for a discus-
sion of common interests; which I accept. 
Thank you. Once again.

As a special gratitude to Eastern Mirror, 
this letter is also to show our esteem ap-
preciation to the newspaper media: for its 
true sense and essence: the part/role media 
can play/do and is playing/doing: in bridg-
ing this incommunicable gap/distance be-
tween us and to help strengthen bonds we 
share with our immediate Naga brothers 
and sisters as neighbors. This is a vital me-
dium newspapers media can help us pull 
down the unseen barriers, to help us all to 
overcome our differences; enabling us to 
maintain our unique distinct beliefs, cul-
tures, traditions, etc; which is our heritage: 
to help make a better world for us all to live 
as good neighbors, side by side harmoni-
ously, peacefully and come closer to live as 
ONE. I would like to thank the Eastern Mir-
ror for publishing this letter of appreciation, 
to help clarify the misunderstood sentence; 
another aspect the newspaper media is do-
ing its bit to develop/built and strengthen 
bonds among us: concerned. I/we ap-
preciate the newspaper Eastern Mirror in 
bridging this gap and setting a platform for 
friendship. Thank you.

God bless. 
Featherman.                          

featherman.neelkanth@gmail.com  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Appreciating Your Esteemed Response To - “An Open Letter To 
Her Respectable and Honourable Adinno Phizo, President NNC” 
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A
re you a victim of domestic violence, 
sexual abuse, cyber crimes or any 
other form of violence? Have you 
faced any kind of sexual harassment 

at workplace? Or are you seeking information 
on Women Empowerment schemes and pro-
grammes? Have you had difficulty accessing 
the appropriate help/ services in such times?
DIAL 181 – the Women Helpline (WHL) Na-
galand. It is a 24-hour emergency response 
service exclusively designed to support all 
women affected by violence both in public 
and private sphere, through referrals, link-
ing you to the appropriate authorities such 
as the Sakhi - One Stop Centre, Ambulance/ 
Hospitals, Police, Legal Services, etc., de-
pending on your need. 

We see, we hear and we come across 
various forms of violence happening 
against women within or outside our State.  
Global estimates published by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) indicates that 
about 1 in 3 (35%) women worldwide have 
experienced either physical and or sexual 
intimate partner violence or non- partner 
sexual violence in their lifetime. From the 
National Family Health Survey 4 (2015-16) 
report for Nagaland, we get an insight that 
“among women aged 15-49 in Nagaland, 15 
percent of them have experienced physical 
or sexual violence. Among those who expe-
rienced physical violence since age 15, the 
most common perpetrator for ever-married 
women was their husband (74%). Overall, 
13 percent of ever-married women have 
experienced spousal physical or sexual vio-
lence from their current husband or, if not 
currently married, from their most recent 
husband. 10 percent have reported spousal 
emotional violence.”

Of this, only 14 percent of women who 

have experienced physical or sexual violence 
by anyone have sought help. About three-
fourths of women (74%) have neither sought 
help nor told anyone about the violence. 
Women need security. They need assistance. 
Women need to feel safe in today’s societal 
life. Indeed! And there is help for every wom-
an who is facing violence. There is help when 
she needs any kind of assistance.

The Universalization of Women Hel-
pline Scheme (181) Nagaland, along with 
the Sakhi-One Stop Centre Dimapur, under 
the Ministry of Women and Child Develop-
ment, Government of India, was launched 
by the Hon’ble Governor of Nagaland on 
23rd June, 2016. The State Resource Centre 
for Women (SRCW) Nagaland is the imple-
menting agency in the State. Today marks 
the completion of two years of rendering its 
services to the women of the State.  

The WHL is integrated with the One 
Stop Centre, situated in Kohima and Di-
mapur to provide integrated support and 
assistance to all women affected by vio-
lence. Women facing physical, sexual, emo-
tional, psychological and economic abuse, 
irrespective of age, class, caste, education 
status, marital status, race and culture are 
facilitated with support and redressal, and 
they are provided with specialized services. 
The Women Helpline also provides infor-
mation about appropriate support services, 
and women centric government schemes 
and programmes available to women.  

Since its inception, the Helpline has 
been providing emergency response serv-
ice to a number of women who have faced 
violence. A survivor of domestic violence 
who had suffered for several years called 
181 Women Helpline for help and assist-
ance; her case was resolved and now her 

normal life with her family has been re-
stored. The survivor has conveyed a mes-
sage to all women, “With the existence of 
181 Women Helpline Nagaland, women can 
now raise their voice”. She expressed her 
gratitude to the 181 for being there for her 
when there was no one to help and support 
her, and for the timely and competent serv-
ices she received.

A survivor of Cyber crime commented, 
“I was a victim of cyber crime and had si-
lently suffered for days and nights. I came to 
know about the Women Helpline number 
‘181’ through my sister. I dialed the number, 
which is toll free. They have helped me re-
port the case to the Cyber Crime Police Sta-
tion and file an FIR, and through them the 
culprit was caught. I am grateful to the team 
for not only helping me but they have also 
helped me come out from trauma through 
their professional counseling. To end, I 
would only say, Help is just a call away.”

People from all walks of life have been 
calling the Women Helpline and availing 
information on various women centric 
Government Schemes and Programmes 
available in the State. Globally, women and 
girls face numerous challenges in report-
ing crimes and redressing grievances. So in 
order to best facilitate women who are vic-
tims of violence, the Women Helpline has 
held a series of Consultative meetings with 
its stakeholders.

Here are a few excerpts from some of the 
Line Departments, who have shared their 
experiences with the Women Helpline 181 
over the past couple of years:

To begin with, Dr. AkuoSorhie, the Joint 
Director of National Iodine Deficiency 
Disorders Control Programme (NIDDCP), 
Department of Health and Family Welfare, 

Government of Nagaland observed: “Team 
181 has been generating awareness cam-
paigns throughout the State, informing and 
encouraging women to utilize their services 
in case of need. The 181 is a helpline to let 
women reach out in times of distress and 
those suffering from domestic violence. The 
helpline number sometimes can be misused 
as we the Health Department also faced the 
same through prank calls. However, I would 
encourage the WHL to take it forward to help 
women and girls and let them know that 
help is only a call away. Spread the message 
that there is help on the other side and that it 
is safe to share their grievances because con-
fidentiality is maintained.”

Dr. AlongPongen, the psychiatrist of 
State Mental Health Institute, Kohima, Na-
galand commented that “181 Women Hel-
pline is a very good initiative of the Govern-
ment.  The 181 Women Helpline Nagaland 
is pro-active and a good support system to 
women in distress. We have good experience 
working with the Women Helpline especially 
in cases of abandoned patients. Earlier we 
had so many problems in dealing with pa-
tients who were abandoned and had no so-
cial/ family support but now with the Wom-
en Helpline 181 functioning in our State, I 
can say that there is an agency or somebody 
to rely on and who can help. One good serv-
ice of the helpline is that it gives better treat-
ment and follows up with the cases till the 
end or till the patient is rehabilitated.  In 
conclusion, I would like to say that I am 
grateful for the kind of services 181 provides, 
and also encourage them to bring more pa-
tients especially those who are ignorant of 
the services of the hospital so that they can 
avail its service.”

In the words of Shri. Rajesh Soundara-

rajan, IAS, Deputy Commissioner, Kohima, 
“The Women Helpline Nagaland has been 
doing an exemplary work in a highly organ-
ised, systematic and professional way, thus 
helping the women in need of assistance and 
help. Also their endeavour is to focus on sus-
tainable services and setting a benchmark 
for others to follow.” 

Shri. Michael Yhome, the Officer in 
Charge of Cyber Crime Police Station, PHQ, 
has this to say: “Since the launch of the 181 
Women Helpline, we have been receiving a 
lot of cyber crime cases from the helpline. 
Generally, when women come to us, they 
are not so open and they feel uncomfortable 
in giving details/information of the case. 
However, with the assistance of 181 through 
counseling and psycho-social support wom-
en- victims are now more willing to speak 
out their grievances and assert their rights. I 
would say that the 181 Women Helpline not 
only supports women in times of distress but 
also empowers her to justice.”

And last but not least, Smt. Daisy 
Mezhur, the Mission Director of the State 
Resource Centre for Women affirmed: I 
proudly stand to salute the dedicated 181 
Team who have walked the extra mile to 
make things happen with pride, despite the 
odds. And it is natural to find in this ambi-
ence, that any woman calling in distress will 
find someone who will listen and support 
without judging.”  

The Women Helpline 181 Nagaland is 
therefore, a gift to all women of Nagaland 
affected by violence. And with such a Hel-
pline functioning in the state, it is hoped 
that the society would together ensure a 
crime-free State for not only women and 
girls, but for all to live in. 

State Resource Centre for Women

I
t is a well known fact that meteorologi-
cally, Dimapur, being a plain area, is 
one of the hottest places in the entire 
State of Nagaland. Considering this 

fact and that this is the peak of the summer 
season, we are all at the mercy of a constant 
and uninterrupted supply of electricity 
which is required to run the fans, refrigera-
tors and ACs in addition to pumping water, 
notwithstanding the fact that it is required 
for many other essential services including 
those related to schools, colleges, hospitals 
and other emergency services.

But, it is very sad and frustrating to 
note that the Power Department has be-
come very callous and has not taken due 
cognizance of the above mentioned facts 
and has chose to remain complacent to 
the distress of the people of the state, espe-
cially of Dimapur. The last few weeks in Di-
mapur have been utterly nerve-wrecking 
for the denizens of Dimapur as the power-
cuts and outages have been more frequent 
and irregular. And we have the least clue as 
to what is actually the reason for the same 
as the Power Department has not given 
any satisfactory public clarification for this 

situation. Earlier the department used to 
notify through the newspapers about any 
planned and regular Load-Sheddings. But 
as of now, the situation does not seem at 
all like normal Load-Sheddings but more 
like some big-scale and well-orchestrated 
malice or prank.

I, on behalf of the denizens of Dimapur 
especially would like to represent this very 
pertinent cause of the students and pa-
tients in emergency and ICU wards of vari-
ous hospitals that are facing the maximum 
brunt of this irregularity in Power supply 
in the sweltering summer heat without the 
fans or sometimes even without drinking 
water. A majority of the schools and col-
leges are not fortunate enough to afford 
generators or invertors. Even schools with 
generators are running short of resources 
as the generators have to run on diesel 
and it becomes very difficult to maintain 
a regular supply of diesel due to the sky-
rocketing price of fuels. How can we ex-
pect to produce quality students when 
their educational needs are not fulfilled? 
Educational needs include a conducive at-
mosphere for learning to take place, which 

is a far cry right now in many schools due 
to the rampant power outages for long du-
rations, sometimes even for 6-8 hours at a 
stretch. Students are not even able to do 
their regular studies at home due to this 
very problem at hand. It is rather very un-
fortunate that despite the tall claims of the 
government, the common people are not 
even getting 12 hours of constant and un-
interrupted power supply.

The plight of patients in emergency 
and ICU wards of hospitals in Dimapur is 
even worse. Doctors are not able to per-
form critical surgeries in the wake of such 
power crisis. The hospital staff is also not 
able to give their genuine services as many 
diagnostic and medical types of equip-
ment are run on continuous power sup-
ply which is a matter of life and death for 
many patients undergoing serious treat-
ments in the ICUs and emergency wards.

It is a matter of grave concern that cold 
storages in Dimapur are totally depend-
ent on uninterrupted and constant power 
supply to keep the perishable goods in-
cluding fish, vegetables and other day to 
day utilities fresh and available for public 

consumption. Moreover, the power fluc-
tuation is at its peak during the night time 
which is adding to the inconvenience faced 
by the general public who are already over-
whelmed by the surmounting heat of the 
summer season. Many electrical and elec-
tronic equipments are getting damaged 
due to the constant fluctuation of power 
supply which is far from being constant 
and stable as we have been witnessing 
since the last few months. It is utterly frus-
trating that during night time when we re-
quire maximum supply of power, the elec-
tricity supply remains in some localities 
only for about 15 minutes to half an hour 
at a stretch while power outages continue 
relentlessly for hours. Due to this, people 
are undergoing sleepless nights and how 
can we therefore expect those people to 
work efficiently the next day when they are 
forced to undergo such sleepless nights.

It is not our intention to point our fin-
gers at anyone but we just want the Power 
Department to be more emphatic and un-
derstanding towards the sad plight of the 
citizens facing the onslaught of intermit-
tent power outages. Imagine the condition 

of the common people including ailing 
patients in government hospitals, school 
going children and old people in this un-
warranted situation of rampant power fail-
ures in the peak of summer for no fault of 
theirs! We just want the officials concerned 
to take your stand in this matter as the De-
partment of Power is one of the most vi-
tal elements of societal development and 
growth. We can no longer remain mute 
spectators to this crisis and overwhelm-
ing situation brought about by undue lax-
ity on the part of the Power Department. It 
is seen that the government departments 
and agencies take the general public of Na-
galand for a ride as most of the common 
people do not raise their voices against 
such unjust practices.

 We therefore make this fervent appeal 
to the Department of Power to immedi-
ately take up necessary steps towards the 
restoration of normalcy in the power sup-
ply, especially in Dimapur, and to ensure 
uninterrupted power supply so that the 
grievances of the common people can be 
redressed at the earliest.

Andrew Ahoto

N
ever in the history of Nagaland state has or-
dinary citizens, government employees and 
the media exhibited such acute interest to-
wards the transfer and posting of a govern-

ment servant. For the second time in 3 months since 
PDA took over from DAN ministry. Social media has got 
overwhelmed with vociferous expressions of objection 
and total indignation against removal of Rupin Sharma 
(IPS) as DGP of Nagaland Police citing various admin-
istrative limitations, lack of experience and inadequate 
qualification on his part by the government. 

While the expertise of Naga people and Naga tribes 
in the field of self interest, opportunism, nepotism and 
tribalism is highly contested and contagious. For once 
Nagas from various tribe, of different ages, professions 
and political inclinations has collectively objected to 
the governments determined efforts of replacing the 
widely popular DGP. The first attempt (no disrespect 
to those IPS officers proposed) with a Zeliang Naga 
IPS officer of Assam/Meghalaya cadre and then with a 
Ao Naga IPS officer of Chatisgarh cadre and now “kept 

on compulsory wait” by ordering an accomplished 
yet junior Lotha Naga IPS officer of Nagaland cadre to 
take charge as the new DGP. Why and what conspires 
between sections of politicians no longer remains se-
cret in our state. And the primary reason for replacing 
the Director General is undoubtedly due to his refusal 
to succumb to specific illegal orders and resistance to 
unjustified demands of a politician(s) with question-
able motives. It is speculated that his uncompromis-
ing integrity in the discharge of his official duties has 
not been favourable to certain elected representatives. 
While transfers and postings are very much a fiefdom 
and prerogative of any political party in power. Never 
has the transfer and posting of a government servant, 
be it a Naga or a non-Naga caused so much discontent-
ment, courted similar controversy and attracted such 
public attention.

The decision of the GON to remove Rupin Sharma 
and the continued objection put up by those desiring 
that he be retained needs to be settled without anymore 
more drama and before it turns into outright hostility 

or end up in the courts of law in the best interest of the 
police department, the government and the citizens. 
Common citizens who are rapidly evolving into a large, 
loud and determined group of classless and tribeless 
Nagas! Passionately pursuing good governance, con-
fronting imbalances and taking impartial stances on 
issues damaging and dividing our society. A resurgent 
citizenry clearly eclipsing the traditional, community, 
tribal, civil society institutions which have expertly per-
fected the art of self induced dormancy for reasons that 
are known to all and best wiped out. 

It is most urgent that a pragmatic approach to the 
issue is exercised, for Nagaland cannot effort contro-
versies and uprisings with such regularity. It should be 
accepted with humility that something must be very 
right based on the simple observation that Nagas have 
come together to publicly support a non-Naga officer. 
Something which has never occurred.

What is most interesting is that, while many (not so 
convincing) reasons had earlier been provided by the 
government for the removal of Rupin Sharma (now 

added with accusations against his professional con-
duct). He has so far not been accused of CORRUPTION, 
NEPOTISM or FAVOURITISM! Without any pretence, 
every layman is aware that the people who could not 
continue to indulge in corruption and favouritism in 
the home department after he took over as DGP are the 
same people who have insisted for his removal. What 
is encouraging is that, no matter the outcome of this 
episode. Social media is here to stay and running the 
affairs of the state will no longer be a two-sided con-
cern of just the ruling government and the opposition 
bench. Democratic public activism has finally come of 
age in Nagaland as in many other parts of the world. 
Powers that be should realize that another sordid chap-
ter added to our states already battered image will be 
very costly. A state overcrowded with indifferent citizens 
blind to issues and failing to understand events beyond 
their personal lives. A Christian state overwhelmed 
with an alarming dishonest and selfish population who 
exist for the sole pursuit of wealth and power. 

Peter Rutsa

Women Helpline 181: A Gift To the Women of Nagaland

Open Letter To Department of Power, Government of Nagaland

Isn’t Working for the Welfare of Our Men-in-Uniform Not in the Interest of the Politician(s)?
Can’t the Interest of the People and That of the Government Be Mutual?

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Don’t be surprised 
if you run into a few emotional roadblocks 
today, Aries. People could be quite stubborn 
and difficult to deal with. You may exacer-

bate the situation by trying to get a rise out of some-
one with your boisterous attitude and dramatic flair. If 
your efforts don’t yield positive results, back off. Keep 
your energy to yourself and share it another time when 
people are more in the mood to play.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The planets 
align to make this a great day for you, Taurus. 
You should find that your mood is excellent 
and your mind focused. Romance will thrive 

in the nice, stabilizing atmosphere, and you should feel 
free to take center stage. If you’ve been suffering from 
any doubts lately, now is the time to take control of the 
situation and go for it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Try to bring 
things down to reality today, Gemini. This is a 
good day to consolidate and organize. When 
it comes to matters of love and romance, try 

not to be so fickle. You may be giving someone the 
runaround just to test his or her devotion. This is an 
important time for you. You should probably work to 
ground and solidify instead of keeping things so light 
and ambiguous.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your sensitiv-
ity will be greatly appreciated today, Cancer, 
and you’ll find that there is a great ground-
ing force that will help balance your extreme 

emotions. Try not to be too stubborn, especially with 
things having to do with love and beauty. A fixed atti-
tude will most likely run into a great deal of opposition. 
If a certain someone gets uptight, you’ll have a difficult 
time getting your point across.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The general atmo-
sphere of the day may seem too slow and 
stodgy for your tastes, Leo. Try not to get 
bogged down in details. Try not to worry too 

much. You may find that it’s difficult to get any enthusi-
asm out of people today. You might just want to sit back 
and take it easy. This is a good day to plan and reorga-
nize. Honor your recent achievements and consolidate 
all that you’ve worked for.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): This is a terrific day 
for you, Virgo. You’ll notice a sense of well-
being that makes you feel secure that all your 
hard work is finally starting to pay off. It’s as if 

you’ve reached a comfortable ledge in your trek up the 
mountain. This is a good resting spot that will let you 
catch your breath for a moment. Take this opportunity 
to relax and regroup.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Try not to be too 
fixed in your attitude today, Libra. Realize 
that you may have to give a little in order to 
work comfortably with the people around 

you. It’s important that you be slow and reserved in 
your moves, especially in matters of the heart. Be open 
and receptive. Try not to scare anyone away with abra-
sive words or insisting that you’re always right.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There’s a lov-
ing tenderness in the air that you’ll find very 
comforting, Scorpio. Ground your sensitive 
emotions and make room for love to enter 

the picture. It could be that you’re feeling indecisive 
when it comes to matters of love and romance. The 
best thing for you to do is stabilize your emotions and 
then make the effort to connect intimately with anoth-
er. The decisions will flow naturally from there.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may 
need to slow down a bit after the hectic pace 
of the last couple of days, Sagittarius. It’s es-
sential that you take a more reserved and 

sensitive approach, especially with matters having to 
do with the heart. Try to ground and center yourself. 
Instead of thinking about conquering someone, try 
simply sitting back and receiving their appreciation 
and affection.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You should 
notice a boost of energy today, Capricorn, and 
your self-confidence should be revitalized. In 
matters of love and romance, everything is 

running smoothly. Your emotions are stable and ground-
ed. Love and harmony are in the air. Take this opportuni-
ty to move toward the object of your desire with certainty 
and affection. Romance is in the cards for you tonight.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Take it easy 
today, Aquarius, and work to digest some of 
the input you’ve received over the past cou-
ple days. This is a day to contemplate and 

plan. With matters of the heart, you may find that a 
sensitive, grounded approach works best. This isn’t al-
ways your favorite mode of operation, but it’s one that 
will provide you with the balance to counteract your 
usual frenzied pace.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Anything having 
to do with love and romance is likely to go 
well today if you play your cards right, Pisces. 
See what you can do to ground your fluctuat-

ing emotions. Try your best to bring them into balance. 
Take a practical approach and slow down. Joining with 
groups of people will be extremely rewarding. Come 
out of your shell and show your sensitive side to the 
world. It will be greatly appreciated.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION
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ISJK chief among four terrorists killed 
in Kashmir, cop and civilian dead

Justice Chelameswar retires from Supreme Court

Probe how co-op bank linked to Shah got 
INR 745 cr. post-demonetisation — Cong.

Congress supporting forces which 
are trying to break the nation — BJP 

Italy refuses India’s request to extradite AgustaWestland middleman Gerosa

MSMEs to provide ignition for new India — Suresh Prabhu

ED to seek Nirav 
Modi’s extradition soon

Sushma, Sitharaman to visit Washington for strategic 2+2 dialogue 

Kharge replaces Mohan Prakash as Cong. GS in charge of Maha

PTI

Jasti Chelameswar (File Photo)

Nirav Modi

PTI

People inspect the damaged house where four militants and one policeman were killed during an 
encounter, at Srigafwara in Anantnag district of south Kashmir on Friday, June 22, 2018. 

PTI

Sushma Swaraj and Nirmala Sitharaman (File Photo)

Srinagar, June 22 (PTI): 
Police today killed four 
militants, including chief 
of the banned Islamic 
State Jammu and Kashmir 
(ISJK) Dawood Ahmed 
Sofi, in a remote moun-
tain village in south Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district, 
six days before the annual 
Amarnath Yatra begins, 
officials said.

A policeman and a 
civilian were also killed 
in the exchange of fire 
between militants and 
security forces at Khiram 
village of Srigufwara teh-
sil, police said. 

The operation began 
before dawn at Khiram, 
23 km from the main na-
tional highway and over-
looking the tourist town 
of Pahalgam, after intel-
ligence reports about the 
presence of militants in 
the area, police said.

One of the militants 
killed was identified as 
Dawood Ahmed Sofi, who 
headed the ISIS affiliate 
ISJK and is believed to be 
involved in several cases 
of murder and stone pelt-
ing , he said.

The other three, also 
believed to be with the 
ISJK, were identified as 
Aadil Rehman Bhat, Mo-
hammad Ashraf Itoo and 
Majid Manzoor Dar, said 

Inspector General of Po-
lice (Kashmir) Swayam 
Prakash Pani, who was su-
pervising the operations.

“The operation was 
successful and teams 
from state police, army 
and CRPF made every ef-
fort to prevent collateral 
damage,” Pani said.

Giving details of the 
encounter, police said a 
joint patrol of security 
forces was fired at as they 
advanced towards a house 
where the militants were 
hiding. This resulted in 

the death of a policeman, 
Ashiq Hussain, and a civil-
ian identified as 53-year-
old Mohammed Yousuf 
Rather, aged 53.

In the encounter that 
followed, four terrorists 
were gunned down and 
some civilians injured in 
the crossfire, an official 
said. 

Giving details about 
Sofi, police said he was 
33 years old, a resident of 
Srinagar’s Zainakoot area 
and was involved in sev-
eral stone pelting cases in 

the area before he joined 
the terror outfit ISJK. 

He is believed to be 
involved in the murder 
of assistant sub-inspec-
tor Ghulam Mohammad 
and head constable Na-
seer Ahmad at Bagh Ali 
Mardan Khan in Zadibal 
and also in the killing of 
a policeman and snatch-
ing his rifle at Tengpora 
Batamaloo in May 2016 
besides other terror at-
tacks.

So f i  w a s  i n i t i a l l y 
known to be affiliated 

with the banned Tehrek-
ul-Mujahideen terror 
outfit. Later, the group it-
self aligned itself with the 
ideology of the ISIS and 
renamed the group ISJK, 
officials said.

Dar of Talangam vil-
lage in Pulwama also 
joined the group and re-
mained active along with 
Bhat who belonged to 
Shettipora village in Bijbe-
hara and Itoo from Hati-
gam village in Srigufwara.

The killing of the four 
militants is being seen 
as a major achievement 
with security forces inten-
sifying their operations 
against terror groups be-
fore the two-month Am-
arnath yatra begins June 
28.

Clashes broke out 
near the encounter site 
when a group of youth 
started pelting stones on 
the forces, a police official 
said. 

Security forces used 
force on the protestors 
and several civilians were 
injured, he added. 

Authorities have sus-
pended mobile internet 
services in three districts 
Srinagar, Anantnag and 
Pulwama of the Valley as 
a precautionary meas-
ure to maintain law and 
order.

New Delhi, June 22 (IANS): 
After serving India’s top 
court for nearly seven 
years, Justice Jasti Chela-
meswar, who was the sec-
ond senior-most judge of 
the Supreme Court, retired 
on Friday.

Justice Chelameswar’s 
last working day was on 
May 18, right before the 
Supreme Court closed for 
summer vacation.

The 65-year-old judge 
is one of the four top court 
judges who held an un-
precedented press confer-
ence in January 12, saying 
“all was not well” on the 
administrative side of the 
Supreme Court.

The four judges -- Jus-
tices Ranjan Gogoi, Ku-
rian Joseph and Madan 
B. Lokur besides Justice 
Chelameswar -- had re-
leased an undated letter 
they wrote to Chief Jus-
tice Misra in which they 
conceded that the Chief 

Justice was the master of 
roster but this was “not 
a recognition of any su-
perior authority, legal or 
factual of the Chief Justice 
over his colleagues”.

After Justice Chela-
meswar, Chief Juctice 
Misra will retire on Octo-
ber 2, followed by Justice 
Kurian Joseph and Justice 
Lokur who will retire in 
November and December 
respectively. Justice Chela-
meswar, who was also part 
of the five-member colle-
gium, had “unanimously” 
recommended on January 
10 the name of Uttara-
khand High Court Chief 
Justice K.M. Joseph for 
elevation to the top court.

In a May 11 meeting, 
the collegium took an in 
principle decision to reit-
erate its recommendation 
for the elevation of Justice 
Joseph.

Now, Justice A.K. Sikri, 
who was number six in 

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 2 
(IANS): The Congress 
on Friday sought “an in-
dependent probe” into 
RTI  revelat ions  that 
Ahmedabad District Co-
operative Bank (ADCB) 
linked to BJP President 
Amit Shah got deposists 
of INR 745.59 crore in five 
days after demonetisa-
tion, while terming the 
currency-scrapping move 
the “biggest scam in Inde-
pendent India to convert 
black money into white”.

The party also de-
manded that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
the BJP chief must come 
clean on the alleged scam 
and said the BJP and the 
RSS should “publicly dis-
close the properties and 
their value purchased in 
the run up to and post-
demonetisation, includ-
ing source of funds.”

The National Bank for 
Agriculture & Rural Devel-
opment (NABARD) attrib-
uted the highest deposits 
at ADCB to the latter’s 
massive size and perform-
ance, saying it conducted 
100 per cent verification 
which revealed that the 
bank had complied with 

all the KYC guidelines of 
the RBI while accepting 
the demonetised notes.

IANS had done a story 
on Thursday based on a 
RTI reply which said that 
a bank with Amit Shah 
as a director collected 
the highest amount of 
banned notes among DC-
CBs (District Central Co-
operative Banks). 

Co n g re s s  s p o k e s -
person Randeep Singh 
Surejwala said at a press 
conference that ADCB 
secured deposits of INR 
745.59 crore of the spiked 
notes -- in just five days 
(November 10, 2016 to 
November 14, 2016) after 
Modi made the demon-
etisation announcement. 

All the district cooper-
ative banks were banned 
from accepting deposits 
of banned currency notes 
after November 14, 2016 
-- five days after demon-
etisation -- on fears that 
black money would be 
laundered through this 
route.

Surjewala however 
said that states ruled by 
the BJP and its allies and 
supporters “got the larg-
est proportion of deposits 

in the district cooperative 
banks”, at INR 14,293.71 
crore out of INR 22,270.80 
crore or 64.18 per cent 
compared to non-BJP 
ruled states, and said “an 
independent probe, tar-
getted and time-bound 
probe” into the RTI rev-
elations, including those 
pertaining to 11 Gujarat-
based cooperative banks 
was needed.

Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi also at-
tacked Shah on the issue. 

“Congratulations Amit 
Shahji, Director, Ahmeda-
bad Dist. Cooperative 
Bank, on your bank win-
ning first prize in the con-
version of old notes to 
new race. INR 750 crore 
in five days! Millions of 
Indians whose lives were 
destroyed by demonetisa-
tion, salute your achieve-
ment

Surjewala said that the 
ADCB was the only district 
co-operative bank out of 
370 across the country to 
receive such a large sum 
of demonetised notes in 5 
days, adding its chairman 
Ajay Patel is a prominent 
BJP leader and a close as-
sociate of Amit Shah.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 2 
(IANS): In an scathing at-
tack on Congress and its 
President Rahul Gandhi, 
the BJP on Friday said that 
the party is supporting the 
forces which are trying to 
break the country and has 
now designed its politics 
in “sync” with the terror-
ists and their patrons.

The BJP’s attack came 
after Leader of Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam 
Nabi Azad reportedly said 
that the Army operations 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
have killed more civil-
ians than terrorists, trig-
gering a controversy and 
prompting the Centre’s 
ruling party to demand 
action against him.

Terming Azad’s state-
ment was “irresponsible, 
shameful and deeply re-
grettable”, it asked the 
Congress leadership to 

clarify “what action they 
are planning” against 
him. 

He said it was shock-
ing that such a statement 
came from a person who 
has been Chief Minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
has witnessed the “brutal 
face of the terrorism in the 
state from Pakistan side”.

“Given the senior Con-
gress leaders’ pathologi-
cal hatred towards Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the BJP, they have 
stooped to this extent 
where they are seeking to 
compromise the courage 
and respect of the armed 
forces,” Prasad said.

Today the people who 
support and vouch for 
Pakistan would be more 
happier,” he said, noting 
that after Azad’s remarks, 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba outfit 
issued a statement say-

ing “we have been of the 
same opinion as the ones 
expressed by Ghulam 
Nabi Azad and others”.

“What does he (Azad) 
mean to say? What is he 
indicating?” he asked, 
reminding the Congress 
leader that while all live 
for the country, only the 
police, paramilitary and 
armed forces die for the 
country.

“But what to expect 
from the Congress,” he 
said adding that it was 
Rahul Gandhi who went 
to the JNU and stood 
with the “Azadi gang” and 
he questioned the gov-
ernment on the surgical 
strike and charged the 
government of “Khoon ki 
Dalali”.

He asked Rahul Gan-
dhi if he would show 
courage to act against 
Azad and Soz.

New Delhi, June 22 (IANS): Italy has 
refused India’s request to extradite 
middleman Carlo Gerosa in con-
nection with its ongoing probe into 
the INR 3,600 crore AgustaWestland 
VVIP chopper deal scam, informed 
sources said.

A Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) source told IANS that Italy has 
refused the agency’s November 2017 
request to extradite Gerosa, add-
ing that the message was delivered 
to the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) two to three days ago.

According to the CBI officials, 
Gerosa, 70, is one of the three alleged 
middlemen wanted in this case and 
his interrogation and statement is 
very important for both the ED and 
the CBI who are probing the case.

The ED last year, had notified 
an Interpol red corner notice (RCN) 
against Gerosa and two others - 
Briton Christian Michel James and 
Italian Guido Haschke - last year.

India scrapped the contract with 
Finmeccanica’s British subsidiary 

AgustaWestland for supplying 12 
AW-101 VVIP choppers to the IAF 
over alleged breach of contractual 
obligations and charges of paying 
kickbacks to the tune of INR 423 
crore by it for securing the deal.

The CBI, which registered an FIR 
in the case on March 12, 2013, has 
alleged that then Indian Air Force 
chief S.P. Tyagi and the other accused 
received kickbacks from AgustaWe-
stland to help it win the contract. The 
FIR mentioned charges of criminal 
conspiracy, cheating and the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act.

The CBI in Spetember last 
year, submitted the 30,000-page 
chargesheet before special Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) court 
last year in September. 

The CBI named Tyagi’s cousin 
Sanjeev alias Julie, then IAF Vice 
Chief J.S. Gujral and advocate Gau-
tam Khaitan as the four Indians in 
the chargesheet, which mentioned 
Khaitan as the “brain” behind the 
deal.

Others named are Italian de-
fence and aerospace major Finmec-
canica’s former chief Giuseppe Orsi, 
former AgustaWestland CEO Bruno 
Spagnolini and middlemen Michel, 
Haschke and Gerosa. 

Orsi and Spagnolini have already 
been sentenced by an Italian court 
for bribing Indian officials to get the 
contract from India illegally. 

According to the CBI, Tyagi took 
bribes of several crores, through 
middlemen and a complex route 
of companies in several countries, 
from AgustaWestland to change 
the specifications of the contract - 
reducing the operational flight ceil-
ing from 6,000 metres, as originally 
proposed, to 4,500 metres and 
bringing down the cabin height to 
1.8 metres.

Sources said that they mapped 
the trail of bribes which AgustaWe-
stland paid to bag the deal of INR 
452 crore or 12 per cent of the total 
value of the deal, out of which INR 
414 crore came to Indian officials.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 2 
(IANS): Commerce and 
Industry Minister Suresh 
Prabhu on Friday said 
Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprises (MSME) 
can provide the ignition 
required for a new In-
dia as this sector helps in 
fair distribution of wealth 
across the country.

“The Prime Minister 
made a profound state-
ment that without par-
ticipation, development 
and regeneration of small 

and medium startups, we 
cannot succeed ignition 
of new India,” Prabhu said 
after inaugurating the 
fifth India International 
MSME Start Up Expo at 
Pragati Maidan here. 

“One of the funda-
mental and cardinal prin-
ciples of the small and 
medium enterprises is 
that they take wealth to 
different corners of the 
country. They earn mon-
ey and in process help 
wealth distribution of that 

unlike large industries.”
Apart from the young 

entrepreneurs, dignitaries 
at the inauguration of the 
three-day event included 
Uttar Pradesh Industrial 
Development Minister 
Satish Mahana, Union 
Minister for Development 
of North Eastern Region Ji-
tendra Singh, Ambassador 
of Thailand Chutintorn 
Gongsakdi, Ambassador 
of Azerbaijan Ashraf Shil-
halvyev, Ambassador of 
Uzbekistan Farhood Ar-

ziev and Japanese Minister 
Counsellor Kenko Sone. 
There are 12 crore MSMEs 
that directly and indirectly 
engage more than 60 crore 
people of the country. 

The event will witness 
more than 20,000 visi-
tors, 250 exhibitors, 100 
B2G and B2B meetings, 
50 embassies and global 
participants, 30 banks 
and investors, 15 PSUs 
and government depart-
ments and 10 concurrent 
summits.

New York/New Delhi, June 
22 (IANS): India’s External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj and Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
will hold the first strategic 
2+2 Dialogue with their 
US counterparts on July 6 
in Washington, the State 
Department announced 
on Thursday.

Secretary of  State 
Michael R. Pompeo and 
Secretary of Defense James 
Mattis will host the Indian 
ministers at the meeting 
that “will focus on strength-
ening strategic, security, 
and defence cooperation 
as the United States and 
India jointly confront glo-
bal challenges”, the Depart-
ment said.In New Delhi, 
the External Affairs Minis-
try said that Sushma Swaraj 
and Sitharaman will visit 
the US for the first meeting 
of the ‘2+2 Dialogue’ on 
July 6, where “the two sides 
are expected to shares per-

Mumbai, Jun 22 (PTI): All India 
Congress Committee (AICC) general 
secretary in charge of Maharashtra, 
Mohan Prakash, was today relieved of 
the post after nine years at the helm.

Mallikarjun Kharge, leader of 
the Congress in the Lok Sabha, has 
replaced him.  The Congress also 
appointed Sonal Patel from Gujarat, 
Ashish Dua from Haryana and Sam-
path Kumar from Telangana as AICC 
secretaries for Maharashtra.

The party appreciated the contri-

bution of the state’s outgoing AICC 
secretaries - Shyoraj Jivan Valmiki 
and Bala Bachchan, a party state-
ment said. “I thank Sonia Gandhi 
ji, Rahul Gandhi ji for giving me the 
opportunity. I also thank people of 
Maharashtra and state unit for their 
cooperation and love,” Mohan Pra-
kash said. The Congress leader added 
that he was ready to play whatever 
role the party offered him.

Party sources said that restructur-
ing of the Congress’ state units was 

on the cards ever since Rahul Gan-
dhi took charge as party chief. They 
added that Kharge, who hails from 
Karnataka, understands Maharash-
tra “very well”. Maharashtra Pradesh 
Congress Committee (MPCC) presi-
dent Ashok Chavan today welcomed 
the appointment of Kharge. Talk-
ing to PTI, Chavan said Kharge has 
handled state responsibilities for 
the party during the 2014 Lok Sabha 
and Assembly polls and was well ac-
quainted with state politics.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  2 2 
(IANS):  The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
will soon be writing to 
the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) for the 
extradition of diamond 
jeweller Nirav Modi, who 
is wanted by the Indian 
investigation agencies 
for a INR 13,500 crore 
Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) fraud, sources 
said.

An ED source told 
IANS: “We will be writ-
ing for the extradition of 
Nirav Modi through the 
MEA soon after the In-
terpol issues a Red Cor-
ner Notice (RCN) against 
him.”

The financial probe 
agency and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 

seniority before Justice 
Chelameswar’s retire-
ment, will become part 
of the five-member col-
legium.

He was the lone dis-
senting judge and op-
posed the collegium sys-
tem of judges appointing 
judges, while observing 
that “proceedings of the 
collegium were absolutely 
opaque and inaccessible 
both to public and his-
tory”.

On his last day on May 
18, he sat alongside Chief 
Justice Misra and Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud in the 
Chief Justice’s Court as per 
a custom of the apex court 
that on the last working 
day, a retiring judge shares 
bench with the Chief Jus-
tice.

Some lawyers, includ-
ing former Union Law 
Minister Shanti Bhushan, 
his son Prashant Bhush-
an and senior advocate 
Dushyant Dave, praised 
his “courage, judicial ap-
proach and uprightness”, 
and said he did a “great job 
in upholding democracy”.

Justice Chelameswar 
-- who turned down the 
Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation’s request to partici-
pate in a farewell function 
it wanted to arrange for 
him, saying he wanted his 
retirement to be a “private 
affair” -- however attended 
a reception organised by 
Lawyers Collective on his 
last working day. 

Justice Chelameswar, 
who became the apex 
court judge on October 10, 
2011, began his journey in 
the legal profession after 
graduating in law in 1976. 

He was appointed a 
permanent judge of the 
Andhra Pradesh High 
Court in May 1999.

spectives on strengthening 
their strategic and security 
ties and exchange views 
on a range of bilateral, re-
gional and global issues of 
mutual interest”.

Minister of State for 
External Affairs V.K. Singh 
and US Deputy Secretary 
of State John Sullivan dis-
cussed the agenda for the 
2+2 Ministerial Dialogue, 
which was announced 
during Indian Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi’s meet-
ing with President Donald 
Trump last June, on the 
sidelines of the G20 Min-
isterial Meeting in Buenos 
Aires last month, it said.

The meeting was to 
have been held in April, but 
was postponed because of 
changes in the leadership 
of the State Department 
after Rex Tillerson resigned 
and Pompeo was in the 
process of taking over.

The dialogue is a cen-
trepiece of the growing ties 
between the US and India 
which Washington wants 
to scale up by extending 
the strategic vision from 
the Pacific to the Indian 
Ocean. Trump has asked 
for India’s help in bringing 
stability to Afghanistan 
through aid programmes, 
but by reimposing sanc-
tions on Iran he has threat-
ened those very efforts.

(CBI) had written to the 
Interpol to issue an RCN 
against the fugitive dia-
mond jeweller last week.

Meanwhile, a CBI of-
ficial said that the inves-
tigation agencies had a 
meeting with the officials 
of the MEA and Bureau of 
Immigration about Nirav 
Modi.

The official said ear-
lier on Friday, during a 
meeting with the MEA of-
ficials, in which officials 
of the ED and Bureau of 
Immigration were also 
present, the CBI gave its 
inputs that Interpol was 
informed about Nirav 
Modi at every stage. 

“The meeting was 
called to discuss the is-
sue of revoked passport 
being used by Nirav Modi 
for travelling,” he said, 
adding that the Interpol 
has responded positively 
to CBI’s request for an 
RCN against Nirav Modi.

Nirav Modi left the 
country along with his 
family in the first week 
of January, weeks before 
the scam was reported to 
the CBI. 

His wife Ami, a US 
citizen, left on January 6 
and Choksi on January 4.
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Trump tells GOP to ‘stop wasting 
their time’ on immigration

Haley slams UN report on US poverty under Trump

Koreas agree to hold reunions for war-separated families in August 

Indonesian cleric sentenced to death over 2016 IS-claimed terror attackMan arrested 
over London tube 
station bomb threat 

US reminds Pakistan it’s still ‘on 
notice’ for Taliban ‘sanctuaries’

Afghan official says 16 militia killed in Taliban attack 

Musharraf resigns as All Pakistan Muslim League chairman

Washington, June 22 (PTI/
AP): President Donald 
Trump today told his fel-
low Republicans in Con-
gress to “stop wasting their 
time” on immigration leg-
islation until after Novem-
ber, dismissing his party’s 
struggle to surmount in-
ternal divisions. 

Trump’s tweets come 
just days after he insisted 
Congress needed to act 
to resolve the problems 
at the US-Mexico border. 
But stubborn differences 
between conservative and 
more moderate Repub-
licans in the House have 
stalled immigration legis-
lation on Capitol Hill, with 
a vote on a compromise 
measure delayed until 
next week. 

Trump said today that 
even if a measure passes, 
it’s doomed in the Senate. 
“Republicans should stop 
wasting their time on Im-
migration until after we 
elect more Senators and 
Congressmen/women in 
November,” he tweeted. 
“Dems are just playing 
games, have no intention 
of doing anything to solves 
this decades old problem. 

Washington, June 22 (IANS): US 
Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley 
has slammed the “misleading and 
politically motivated” UN report on 
poverty and inequality in the coun-
try that accuses President Donald 
Trump of forcing millions of citizens 
into deprivation.

Philip Alston, a New York Univer-
sity law and human rights professor, 
led the study travelling across US. He 
said that the US was fast becoming 
a “champion of inequality”, CNN 
reported. 

Americans born into poverty are 
more likely than ever before to stay 
that way, said Alston, the UN special 
rapporteur on extreme poverty and 
human rights. 

Haley, the former governor of 
South Carolina, said on Thursday 
she was “deeply disappointed” that 
Alston had “categorically misstated 
the progress the US has made in 
addressing poverty … in (his) biased 

reporting”. 
The report came two days after 

Haley announced the US would 
withdraw from the UN Human 
Rights Council, describing it as a 
“cesspool of political bias”. 

It marked the first time that 
any state has withdrawn from the 
council since its inception in 2006.

Alston will be presenting his 
report on US poverty to the rights 
council on Friday, laying out his key 
findings to its 46 members and to an 
empty chair where the US tradition-
ally sat.

Haley said the UN monitor 
should instead have used his voice 
“to shine a light” on countries where 
governments were causing pain and 
suffering on their own people. 

“The special rapporteur wasted 
the UN’s time and resources, deflect-
ing attention from the world’s worst 
human rights abusers and focusing 
instead on the wealthiest and freest 

country in the world.”
The UN rapporteur had carried 

out a 10-day tour in December of 
poverty hotspots in the US, from 
California, though Alabama and 
West Virginia, to Puerto Rico. 

He concluded that though levels 
of hardship had been high for dec-
ades within America, Trump was 
taking it to another level by taking 
the country towards a “dramatic 
change of direction” that was re-
warding wealthy Americans while 
stripping vulnerable Americans of 
welfare protections.

In a press conference, Alston said 
he had “no idea” whether his investi-
gation had reinforced or influenced 
the timing of the US government’s 
withdrawal. 

But he added that the move 
was “highly regrettable. I think it’s 
significant that of the 47 members 
of the council, only one has chosen 
to leave”.

AP/PTI

Pervez Musharraf (File Photo)

AP/PTI

South Korean Red Cross President Park Kyung-seo, second from left, shakes hands with his North Korean 
counterpart Pak Yong Il during a meeting at Diamond Mountain resort in North Korea, Friday, June 22, 
2018. 

AP/PTI

Islamic cleric Aman Abdurrahman, right, is escorted by police officers 
upon arrival for his trial at South Jakarta District Court in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, Friday, June 22, 2018.

AP/PTI
Donald Trump (File Photo)

We can pass great legisla-
tion after the Red Wave!” 

Trump asserted yester-
day that Congress could 
provide the “only real solu-
tion” to the crisis. 

They also follow on 
days of congressional 
wrangling as GOP lead-
ership had been hoping 
Trump could help sell im-
migration legislation to 
wary members. 

The last ditch effort 
on immigration ahead 
of the midterm elections 
was meant to help vulner-
able Republicans this fall. 

Trump himself travelled 
to Capitol Hill Tuesday to 
make the case that Con-
gress should pass either 
of two bills that have been 
under consideration, and 
on Wednesday postponed 
the annual Congression-
al Picnic that had been 
scheduled for Thursday 
at the White House so that 
lawmakers could work to 
pass them. 

A measure backed by 
conservative lawmakers 
failed yesterday. Hours 
later Republican leaders 
postponed final voting 

on what was billed as a 
compromise immigra-
tion package until next 
week as negotiators made 
a last-ditch push for sup-
port. 

GOP leaders trying to 
persuade colleagues to 
seize the moment and 
tackle immigration prob-
lems by approving the bill, 
which includes 25 billion 
for Trump’s border wall 
and a path to citizenship 
for young immigrants who 
have lived in the U.S. ille-
gally since childhood. 

Calling Democrats 
“obstructionists” and ac-
cusing them of not car-
ing about border security, 
Trump tweeted Friday that 
voters need to elect more 
Republicans. 

Despite the president’s 
prediction of a “Red wave” 
this fall, Republicans are 
facing an uphill battle this 
November as they seek to 
hold onto control of the 
House and Senate. 

Headwinds from the 
controversy-embracing 
president and a wave of 
retirements in the House 
have put the GOP majority 
at severe risk.

Seoul, June 22 (PTI/AFP): North and 
South Korea today agreed to resume 
reunions for families separated by the 
Korean War in August -- the first such 
meetings since 2015 and the latest step 
in a remarkable diplomatic thaw on 
the peninsula. Millions of people were 
separated during the 1950-53 conflict that 
sealed the division of the two Koreas.

Most died without the chance to see 
or hear from their relatives on the other 
side of the border, across which all civilian 
communication is banned.

The resumption of the family reun-

ions was among the agreements reached 
between North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and the South’s president Moon Jae-in 
at their landmark summit in April.

Officials from both sides met at the 
North’s scenic Mount Kumgang resort 
today and set a date for late August.

“The reunion will be held from Au-
gust 20 to 26 and 100 participants will 
be selected from each side,” said a joint 
Seoul-Pyongyang statement released by 
the South’s unification ministry.

South Korean officials will begin in-
spections of the Mount Kumgang resort 

-- the venue of the reun-
ions -- from next week, it 
added.

Only about 57,000 
people registered with the 
South Korean Red Cross to 
meet their separated rela-
tives remain alive, most of 
them aged over 70.

For the lucky few cho-
sen to take part, the ex-
perience is often hugely 
emotional, as they are giv-
en only three days to make 
up for decades of time 
apart, followed by another 
separation at the end -- in 
all likelihood permanent.

The reunion pro-
gramme began in earnest 
after a historic inter-Ko-
rean summit in 2000 and 
they were initially held an-
nually, but strained cross-
border relations have 
made them rare.

P y o n g y a n g  h a s  a 
lengthy track record of 
manipulating the issue of 
divided families for politi-
cal purposes, refusing pro-
posals for regular reunions 
and cancelling scheduled 
events at the last minute.

North Korea has previ-
ously demanded it will not 
agree to family reunions 
unless Seoul returns sever-
al of its citizens, including 
a group of waitresses who 
defected from a restaurant 
in China.

Jakarta, June 22 (PTI/
AFP): A radical Indone-
sian cleric was sentenced 
to death today for mas-
terminding a 2016 Islamic 
State terror attack that saw 
a suicide bomber blow 
himself up at a Starbucks 
cafe. 

Aman Abdurrahman 
was found guilty of order-
ing the attack that killed 
four in Jakarta, as heavily 
armed police guarded his 
sentencing at at court in 
the capital. 

It was the first attack 
claimed by the interna-
tional terror network in 
Southeast Asia. “(The de-
fendant) has been prov-
en to have committed a 
criminal act of terrorism,” 
said judge Akhmad Jaini, 
who also cited Abdurrah-
man’s involvement in oth-
er deadly plots. “He will be 
sentenced to death.” 

Abdurrahman -- who 
was already in jail on a 
separate terror convic-
tion -- gestured to his legal 
team and briefly kissed the 
floor, as machine gun-tot-
ing guards stood nearby. 

His lawyer, Asludin 
Hatjani, said the ruling 
was “unfair”, citing a lack 
of evidence connecting 
Abdurrahman to the at-
tack, which he was ac-

cused of organising from 
inside prison. 

Executions are carried 
out by firing squad in the 
world’s biggest Muslim-
majority country, which 
has long struggled with 
Islamist militancy. 

In 2002, bombings at 
the resort island of Bali 
killed over 200 -- mostly 
foreign tourists -- in Indo-
nesia’s worst-ever terror 
attack. 

Three militants in-
volved in the Bali bombing 
have since been executed. 
The assault in the capital 
two years ago saw security 
forces battle radicals near 

the cafe where a suicide 
bomber detonated his ex-
plosives. 

Considered the de fac-
to head of IS supporters in 
Indonesia, Abdurrahman, 
46, is also the spiritual 
leader of local extremist 
network Jamaah Ansharut 
Daulah (JAD). 

JAD was involved in 
the 2016 Jakarta attack and 
a wave of suicide bomb-
ings last month in Indo-
nesia’s second-biggest city 
Surabaya, according to 
authorities. 

Two families -- includ-
ing girls aged nine and 12 
-- blew themselves up at 

churches and a police sta-
tion, killing 13. Abdurrah-
man has not been charged 
in the Surabaya attacks. 

His death sentence will 
be welcomed by some JAD 
members, analysts said. 
“It’s seen as heroic -- he’ll 
become a martyr,” said Al 
Chaidar, a terrorism ex-
pert at Indonesia’s Malikul 
Saleh University. 

From prison, Abdur-
rahman has recruited mili-
tants to join IS, is thought 
to have been in commu-
nication with leaders of 
the jihadist group, and is 
the main translator for IS 
propaganda in Indonesia, 
according to analysts and 
authorities. 

Although considered 
Indonesia’s largest pro-IS 
coalition, JAD’s structure 
and links to the network 
are murky. The Jakarta-
based Institute for Policy 
Analysis of Conflict has 
said JAD is “a generic term” 
for any IS supporter and 
functions more as an um-
brella organisation than a 
coherent group. 

Apart from the 2016 
Jakarta attacks, JAD car-
ried out suicide attacks 
the following year which 
killed three policemen and 
injured a dozen others at a 
busy bus station in Jakarta. 

London, June 22 (IANS): A 
man accused of going on 
to the tracks at London’s 
Charing Cross tube sta-
tion on Friday and falsely 
claiming to have a bomb 
was arrested by police and 
detained under the Mental 
Health Act.

British Transport Po-
lice (BTP) said officers 
were called “after receiv-
ing reports of a man on the 
tracks claiming to have a 
bomb”. The 38-year-man’s 
claim sparked panic and 
led to the evacuation of 
people from the station, 
the Guardian reported. 

“Bo t h  t h e  u n d e r-
ground and mainline sta-
tions were evacuated as 
a precautionary measure 
and a cordon was put in 
place whilst officers dealt 
with the incident,” said a 
BTP spokesperson.

The man was detained 
under section 136 of the 
Mental Health Act and tak-
en to a place of safety, said 
the spokesperson. There 
was a brief disruption to 
the mainline and London 
Underground services, but 
later all started running 
normally.

Washington, June 22 
(IANS): A top US official 
has reminded Pakistan 
that it is still “on notice” to 
eliminate terror havens 
from its territory and said 
that Washington wants 
unequivocal cooperation 
in ending sanctuaries en-
joyed by the Taliban on its 
soil.

“Pakistan is on notice 
that we expect its unequiv-
ocal cooperation ending 
sanctuaries that the Tali-
ban have enjoyed since the 
remnants of their toppled 
regime fled into Pakistan 
in 2001,” said Ambassador 
Alice Wells, Senior Bureau 
Official for South and Cen-
tral Asian Affairs, in a tes-
timony before the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee 
on Thursday.

In this year’s New Year 
Day message, US President 
Donald Trump had put 
Islamabad on notice, ac-
cusing it of “taking billions 
and billions of dollars” 
from Washington while 
“housing the same terror-
ists” that it was supposed 
to fight. Islamabad had 
rejected the allegations as 
“unfounded”. In her tes-
timony on “US policy to-
wards Afghanistan”, Wells 
said: “Despite some posi-
tive indicators, we have 
not yet seen Pakistan take 
the sustained or decisive 
steps that we would have 
expected to see 10 months 
after the announcement 

of the (Trump administra-
tion’s) South Asia strategy.”  
In her message to Pakistan, 
she asked it to work with 
the US to bring the Taliban 
to the negotiating table 
and arrest or expel those 
elements in the militant 
group that do not join the 
peace process.

They were: Supporting 
Afghan efforts to reduce vi-
olence and protect a peace 
process from spoilers, en-
couraging all political ac-
tors -- including the Tali-
ban -- to participate in the 
peace process, supporting 
Kabul’s efforts to eliminate 
the conditions that cause 
militancy and encouraging 
Afghanistan’s neighbours 
to back the peace process.

Kabul, June 22 (PTI/AP): An Afghan of-
ficial says Taliban fighters killed 16 militia 
loyal to the government in an early morn-
ing ambush in northern Badghis prov-
ince. Abdul Aziz Beg, head of the Badghis 
Provincial Council, says the militia force 
came under attack early today as they ar-
rived to help local police, who had been 
attacked by Taliban insurgents in the Ab 
Kamari district.

In southern Kandahar province, 

Taliban fighters attacked a private Af-
ghan construction company kidnapping 
13 employees and 20 security person-
nel, said Zia Durrani, provincial police 
spokesman. Four border police were 
killed and one wounded in the fighting 
in Spin Boldak, near the border with 
Pakistan. The Taliban have stepped up 
attacks since ending a three-day cease fire 
last weekend and have rejected President 
Ashraf Ghani’s offer to extend the truce.

Is l a m a b a d , Ju n e  2 2 
(IANS): Former President 
Pervez Musharraf on Fri-
day resigned from the 
chairmanship of the All 
Pakistan Muslim League 
(APML), the party’s new 
chairman Mohammad 
Amjad said.

The former military 
ruler sent his resignation 
to the Election Commis-
sion as it was no longer 
possible for him to run the 
party from abroad, said 
Amjad.

Earlier this week, the 
poll body rejected Mush-
arraf’s nomination papers 
for NA-1 Chitral, after the 
Supreme Court withdrew 
its conditional approval 
for him to file nomination 
papers for the upcoming 

 GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL WELFARE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NO.SW/ICDS/PMMVY-5/2017/853 Dated. Kohima the  22nd  June, 2018.
1. The Director of Social Welfare Department, Nagaland, invites application from eligible candidates who are Indigenous  
inhabitant of Nagaland and fulfill the eligibility norms (mentioned below) and age as per Government of Nagaland norms 
as indicated below:

Sl.
No Name of Post No. of 

Post
Remuneration 

per month Essential Qualification/ Experience Vacancies

State Level:

1. State Programme 
Coordinator 1

As per PMMVY 
norms

Rs. 45,000/-pm
(fixed)

 Postgraduate in Social Sciences/ Life Sciences/ 
Nutrition/ Medicine/ Health Management/ Social 
work/ Rural management.

 At least 3 years’ experience of working with the 
Government/ Non-Government organizations.

 Diploma/ certificate in computer applications.
 Proficiency in local language and English.

Kohima

2. State Programme 
Assistant 1

As per PMMVY 
norms

Rs. 25,000/-pm
(fixed)

 Graduate in Social Sciences/ Social work/ Rural 
management/ Statistics.

 At least 2 years’ experience of working with 
Government/ Non Government organizations.

 Diploma/ certificate in computer applications.
 Proficiency in local language and English. 

Kohima

District Level:

1. District Coordinator
11

(1 per 
District)

As per PMMVY 
norms

Rs. 35,000/-
(fixed)

 Postgraduate in Social Sciences/ Life Sciences/ 
Nutrition/ Medicine/ Health management/ Social 
work/ Rural management.

 At least 1 year experience of working with the 
Government/ Non Government Organizations.

 Diploma/ certificate in computer applications.
 Proficiency in local language and English.

1. Attached to DPO’s Office 
in all District of Nagaland. 
( Kohima, Mokokchung, 
Tuensang , Mon, Wokha 
,Zunheboto, Phek,  
Dimapur, Peren, Longleng, 
Kiphire.)
2. Candidates applying for 
the District posts should 
be indigenous inhabitant 
of the respective District.

2. District Programme 
Assistant

11 (1 per 
District)

As per PMMVY 
norms

Rs. 20,000/-
(fixed)

 Graduate in Social Sciences/ Social work/ Rural 
management/ Statistics.

 At least 1 years’ experience of working with 
Government/ Non Government organizations.

 Diploma/ certificate in computer applications.

1. Standard Application Form can be collected and submitted to the Directorate of Social Welfare, Kohima on payment 
of Rs.300/- from 26th June to 7th July 2018.

2. No application will be entertained after the last date.
3.  The advertised Posts are purely on contractual basis for a period of 1 year and likely to be extended from time to time 

based on performance. 
4. Age limit: 21 to 35 years of age.
5. Since the Posts pertain to all 11 Districts, there shall be no separate reservation for the backward tribes. 
6. Admit card will be issued at the time of submission of application.
7. A candidate can apply for only one post.
8. The mode of selection will be in written and oral.
9. Date and Venue for the examination will be notified separately.
10. Duration of the written exam = 3hrs.
11. Mode of examination: General English, General Knowledge & specified subjects mentioned in the essential 

qualification requirement.
Sd/-

(T.MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)
DirectorKG-2611

general election after he 
failed to appear before the 
court.

Amjad, previously the 
general secretary of the 

party, has been elevated to 
the position of chairman. 
He will now be directing all 
party affairs and deciding 
APML’s role in the elec-

tions, the Pakistani media 
reported.

According to  Geo 
News, the party sent a for-
mal request to the Election 
Commission notifying 
about the change in its 
chairmanship. Musharraf, 
despite his resignation, 
will remain the supremo 
of APML, the report said. 

Musharraf founded 
APML in 2010. 

Despite the party an-
nouncing boycott of the 
2013 election just days 
before the balloting, two 
of its candidates still con-
tested and won two seats 
from Chitral.

The retired general was 
barred from contesting the 
2013 election due to cases 
registered against him.
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Dynamic Cardioid performing during the world music day celebration held at Mokokchung Town Hall on June 21.

Priyanka Chopra arrives in India with Nick Jonas

Akon launches cryptocurrency to power 
youth entrepreneurship in Africa

Kirk Hammett: Guitar solos will 
always be needed in Metallica

World Music Day celebrated 
in Mokokchung with zeal 

I was as low as I believe I 
could’ve gotten — Johnny Depp

Foreigner to reunite with former 
members for one-off show

Priyanka Chopra and rumoured beau Nick Jonas are in India. Days after the American 
singer introduced the Indian star to his family during a cousin’s wedding, the 35-year-
old Bollywood diva has brought him to India reportedly to meet her family and 
friends. The duo were clicked driving out of the airport here last night by paparazzi.
Photograper Viral Bhayani posted pictures of the couple on Instagram. “Remember 
I mentioned #NickJonas is coming to Mumbai. Yes he just did along with #priyanka-
chopra as they arrived secretly but they did not do any pictures,” he captioned the 
photographs. To avoid getting clicked together, Priyanka and Nick left the airport in a 
car with tinted glasses and black curtains.  Priyanka and Nick, 25, have been spending 
a lot of time together lately days after they were first spotted on a yacht on Memorial 
Day weekend. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: The incredible 2 (Eng) 3D

11 am 2 pm: Race-3 (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

S
inger Akon is launching his own 
“AKoin” cryptocurrency in an ef-
fort to grow crypto-based apps 
in Africa to bring economic 
power back to the continent.

Akon, who is of Senegalese descent 
and has spent years running ‘Lighting 
Africa’ -- a project aimed at bringing solar 
power to African nations -- presented his 
plan for the digital cash currency at the 
the Cannes Lions International Festival 
of Creativity, reports billboard.com.

With the cryptocurrency in place, 
Akon Crypto City -- a futuristic town be-
ing developed in 2,000 acres in Senegal 
-- would come to life. The city, gifted to 
Akon by President of Senegal Macky 
Sall would run entirely on AKoin and be 
within five minutes of a new interna-
tional airport.

“I think that blockchain and crypto 
could be the saviour for Africa in many 
ways because it brings the power back to 
the people and brings the security back 
into the currency system and also allows 
the people to utilise it in ways where they 
can advance themselves and not allow 
government to do those things that are 
keeping them down,” said Akon during a 
panel discussion.

Akon also mentioned running in 
the US presidential race in 2020 and 
his thoughts on rapper Kanye West as a 
candidate. 

“I actually really want Kanye to run. 

I’m going to go after Trump and Kanye 
will get offended because he likes Trump 
and he is going to go after me. Then I am 
going to go after Kanye and then Trump’s 
going to get offended because he likes 
Kanye and he’s going to go after me,” he 
added.

IANS

K
irk Hammett says 
that guitar solos will 
always be needed in 
Metallica.

His intricate 
fretwork was controversially 
dropped for the band’s 2003 
album St. Anger – a move he ob-
jected to at the time. And looking 
back, Hammett exclusively tells 
Metal Hammer that it won’t hap-
pen again.

He says: “I guess it was 
appropriate for the time, but 
looking back, it doesn’t seem so 
appropriate to me now!

 “I will always object to that, 
but I think the message was 
driven home after that album, 
that solos are needed in Metal-
lica! People look forward to hear-
ing them. So for me there was a 
weird vindication.”

Hammett has also pondered 
the future of the guitar in light of 

the troubles facing iconic brand 
Gibson, who filed for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy protection 
in the US earlier this year.

He says: “I don’t know 
what the fuck it is, but 
people seem to be seeing 
the guitar in a different 
light and passing them 
up for fucking samplers 
and whatnot. Maybe 
it’s a sign of the 
times. 

 “Like 
all instru-
ments, 
there’s 
a time 
when 
it goes 
out 
of 

fashion. 
 “In the 

early 80s, 
the guitar 
wasn’t as 
popular as 
it became 
again in 
the 
mid-

80s, 

so we’ll see what happens as far 
as enthusiasm is concerned with 
the actual act of making music 
with a guitar. 

 “It’s sad news to me, but I 
hope Gibson prevail. They have 
in the past.” 

Hammett is one of the 
cover stars in the new 
issue of Metal Hammer 
magazine, which is on 
sale now.
This month’s publica-

tion focuses on metal’s biggest 
and best guitar players including 
Daron Malakian, Matt Tuck, Lzzy 
Hale, Zakk Wylde, Nita Strauss, 
Tony Iommi and Zoltan Bathory. 

In addition, the new issue 
features a 15-track Revenge Of 
The Riff CD, the chance for you 
to win a Jackson guitar, the 50 
best riffs of all time and much 
more.

Loudersound

M
usicians of Mokokc-
hung both young and 
old took the centre stage 
at Mokokchung Town 
Hall where various 

bands and solo artists came together 
to celebrate World Music Day (WMD) 
organised by the Mokokchung District 
Musicians Association (MDMA) on June 
21. 

The theme for this year’s WMD was, 
“Peace Love & Music.”

The show started off with the second 
edition of junior solo competition 
where 12 years old Wainli from Jubilee 
Memorial School bagged the first prize. 

The second and third place went to 
Moamerenla (15 years) and Moakum-
zuk (16 years) both from Queen Mary 
Hr. Sec. School respectively. Prizes for 
the winners included audio and video 
recording contract and gift hampers 
from various sponsors.

Later renowned bands from Mokok-
chung like Beyond Sunday, The Great 
Decade, Rhythm 26, Mannequin, 
Mingle tones, Hunting Boots, Dynamic 
Cardioid, Transebulant, etc. took the 
stage and performed covers from classic 
rock to contemporary music and origi-
nal songs of the bands.

Our correspondent

A
ctor Johnny Depp, 
whose life has been 
marred by several 
problems and is-
sues including legal 

troubles, financial woes and a 
tumultuous, shrouded per-
sonal life, says there was a point 
when he was as low as he could 
have gotten.

“I was as low as I believe 
I could have gotten. The next 
step was, ‘You’re going to arrive 
somewhere with your eyes 
open and you are going to leave 
with your eyes closed’. I couldn’t 
take the pain every day,” Depp 
told rollingstone.com, recall-
ing his emotional state in the 
midst of his failed marriage and 
his simultaneously collapsing 
financial situation.

Depp had a highly publi-
cised divorce from actress Am-
ber Heard, which was finalised 
in August 2016, following a legal 
battle. After Heard’s allegations 
of spousal abuse, which Depp 
has vehemently denied -- his 
legal troubles continued to 
spiral.

In January 2017, Depp sued 
his former business managers, 
Joel and Robert Mandel of The 

Management Group (TMG), 
claiming they mishandled his 
money and cost him millions. 

The pair subsequently 
countersued and claimed 
Depp was the one who spent 
all his own money on extrava-
gances. In their countersuit, 
TMG claimed that Depp spent 
$30,000 a month on just wine, 
and even had a sound engineer 
on his payroll to feed him lines 
while shooting his films, so he 
wouldn’t have to learn them.

Depp claims it isn’t because 
he doesn’t want to memorise a 
script. Rather, it’s the engineer’s 
job to play him specific sounds 
to allow his to convey emotions 
with his eyes.

“I’ve got bagpipes, a baby 
crying and bombs going off. 
It creates a truth. Some of my 
biggest heroes were in silent 
film... It had to be behind the 
eyes. And my feeling is, that if 
there’s no truth behind the eyes, 
doesn’t matter what the f**king 
words are,” he said. 

On his wine budget, Depp 
said: “It’s insulting to say I spent 
$30,000 on wine. Because it was 
far more,” he said.

IANS

F
oreigner will be joined by 
their former members for 
a special show in South 
Dakota in August, it’s been 
confirmed.

The current lineup featur-
ing Mick Jones, Kelly Hansen, 
Thom Gimbel, Jeff Pilson, Michael 
Bluestein and Chris Frazier will be 
joined at The Sturgis Buffalo Chip 
on August 4 by Lou Gramm, Dennis 
Elliott, Al Greenwood, Ian McDon-
ald and Rick Wills.

While the five former members 

made surprise appearances with 
Foreigner during the band’s 40th 
anniversary tour, this is the first time 
that a ticketed reunion has been 
announced.

The show will see the musicians 
celebrate their 1978 album Double 
Vision.

Guitarist Mick Jones says: “It’s 
been incredible to have Lou, Den-
nis, Al, Ian and Rick join us for some 
surprise appearances throughout 
the past few years. It always brings 
back special memories. 

 “But now, for the first time, we 
are letting our fans know we’ll be 
making history together at The 
Buffalo Chip on August 4 with a 
Foreigner reunion concert, and 
we hope they’ll come on down to 
Sturgis and join us!”

Earlier this year, Foreigner 
released a live album with The 21st 
Century Symphony Orchestra and 
are currently on tour with White-
snake and Jason Bonham’s Led 
Zeppelin Experience.

Loudersound
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Anil Kumble

Marin Cilic plays a shot against Sam Querry during their quarter-final match at the 
Queen’s Club in London on Friday, June 22.

AP/PTI

Croatia’s Ante Rebic scores his side’s opening goal during the group D match against Argentina at the 2018 
soccer World Cup in the Nizhny Novgorod stadium in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia on Thursday, June 21.

AP/PTI

Australia’s Aaron Finch holds up his bat after reaching his half century during the 
One Day International match against England at the Emirates Riverside, Chester-
le-Street, England on Thursday June 21.

PTI

Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli (R) and head coach Ravi Shastri address the media ahead of the team’s 
departure for England and Ireland, in New Delhi on Friday, June 22.

World Cup: Croatia in dreamland as 
Messi’s Argentina suffer nightmare

Kohli says he’s fit to lead 
India on England tour

‘Heartbroken’ Messi fan in Kerala missing; suicide note found

India have world’s best spinners 
to trouble England — Kumble

ISL: Chennaiyin sign Mizo trio Isaac, Zotea and Dinliana

England beat Australia by 6 wickets in 4th ODI

Inter-school badminton talent search in Kohima

Cilic eases past Querrey to reach Queen’s Club semis

Nizhny Novgorod (Rus-
sia), June 22 (Reuters): 
Croatia were in dreamland 
on Thursday after advanc-
ing to the knockout phase 
of  the World Cup for the 
first time in 20 years with a 
3-0 rout of  Argentina that 
left a subdued Lionel Messi 
and his team mates facing 
yet another flop.

The emphatic Group 
D victory at the Nizhny 
Novgorod Stadium on 
Thursday ensured Croatia 
became the fourth country 
to reach the second round 
of  the tournament and 
condemned twice champi-
ons Argentina to an anx-
ious next five days as they 
await their fate.

Croatia are top of  
the group with six points 
while Argentina have just 
one point from their two 
games. Iceland, also with 
one, and Nigeria, yet to 
open their account, meet 
in Volgograd on Friday in 
the second group game for 
both sides.

Messi was again largely 
anonymous as Croatia kept 
him out of  the game while, 
at the same time, taking 
all their opportunities to 
ensure a joyful triumph in 
front of  43,319 spectators 
at the picturesque stadium 
on the banks of  the Volga.

The win thanks to goals 
from Ante Rrebic, Luka 
Modric and Ivan Rakit-

ic followed a 2-0 success 
against Nigeria in their 
opening game at the week-
end and was a reminder of  
the quality of  a team who 
attracted little attention 
ahead of  the finals.

The last time Croatia 
reached the World Cup 
knockout phase was in 
1998 when they finished 
the tournament in third 
place. Croatia had the good 
fortune of  a goalkeeping 
blunder that presented 
them with the lead in the 

second half  but pressed 
home the advantage to 
add two more well-worked 
goals as Argentina suffered 
their heaviest first round 
group defeat in 60 years.

“The most important 
objective was achieved. 
We are ecstatic over it,” 
said captain Luka Modric, 
author of  a superb strike 
for the second goal which 
effectively wrapped up the 
result

“Our collective game, 
particularly in the second 

half  was excellent. We cut 
off  Messi, we stopped him 
receiving the ball.”
Caballero mistake
Rebic was handed a gift 
soon after the break as Ar-
gentina keeper Willy Cabal-
lero feebly cleared the ball 
straight back at the striker, 
but it still took a superb 
over the shoulder shot to 
open the scoring for Croa-
tia in the 53rd minute.

The mistake sparked 
life into what had been 
an error-filled contest. al-

London, June 22 (AP): Top-seeded Marin Cilic 
eased into the Queen’s Club semifinals when he 
beat 2010 champion Sam Querrey 7-6 (3), 6-2 
on Friday.

Cilic will face Nick Kyrgios, who eliminated 
defending champion Feliciano Lopez 7-6 (5), 
7-6 (3).

The Croatian hit 10 aces and dropped only 
three points on his first serve against Querrey. 
He didn’t give the American a break point 
chance, and broke him twice.

Cilic improved to 6-0 against Querrey, in-
cluding three wins at Wimbledon, one of them 
last year in the semifinals.

Kyrgios, who has beaten Andy Murray 
and Kyle Edmund this week, has momentum 
against Lopez, having also got the better of the 
Spaniard last week in the Stuttgart quarterfinals.

He served 32 aces again, as he did in beating 
Edmund on Thursday, matching his personal 
best.

Dimapur, June 22 (EMN): 
The Kohima District Bad-
minton Association in a 
press note stated that it will 

be organising an inter school 
badminton talent search 
under Kohima district with 
a vision of promoting bad-

minton and also encourage 
children to take up sports 
activities.
    The event will take place 

at the indoor badminton sta-
dium, Officers’ Hill Kohima 
on June 25 and 26 from 9 
am onwards.

For age verification a U-9 
years player should be born 
on or after January 1, 2010; 
for U-11 years born on or 
after January 1, 2008 and 

for U-13 years should be 
born on or after January 
1, 2006.
     A player taking part 
in singles category can 

also play in doubles. Play-
ers are required to bring 
a  photocopy  o f  the i r 
PCR (Pupil Cumulative 
Record) as proof  of  age. 

For more information one 
can contact the following 
numbers between 1 am 
to 3 pm: 9436607654 and 
8414800800.

Age         Single boys Doubles boys Single girls Doubles girls Total 

U-9 1 player  2 players 1 player 2 players 6 players 

U-11 1 player 2 players 1 player 2 players 6 players

U-13 1 player  2 players 1 player 2 players 6 players 

Kottayam (Kerala) June 
22 (IANS): Unable to bear 
the thrashing Argentina 
received at the hands of  
Croatia late on Thursday, 
a diehard Lionel Messi 
fan here has gone missing, 
leaving behind a suicide 
note saying he has nothing 
to look forward to now. A 
search operation is on.

A team of  police div-
ers and locals on Friday 
searched the Meenachil 
river that flows by Aru-
mannoor near here.

Binu Alex, 30, who 
was last seen watching the 
FIFA World Cup match, 
according to his parents, 
has been missing from 
the house since 4 a.m., a 
police officer, who did not 
want to be named, told 
IANS.

“A quick search re-
vealed a suicide note in 
which he says he is leaving 
the world as he has nothing 
more to watch and see,” 
said the officer.

A close relative of Alex 

told IANS that he was a 
hardcore Messi fan and his 
mobile phone had a picture 
of Messi as the wallpaper.

“Yesterday, he pur-
chased a T shirt like the 
one worn by Messi and sat 
down to watch the match. 
In the morning when his 
mother got up at 4 a.m to 
prepare food for Alex, she 
saw that the back door of  
the kitchen was open and 
immediately called her 
husband.

“They then went to 

check on Alex and found 
that he was missing,” said 
the relative, adding that 
police was called then.

Police arrived with a 
sniffer dog who ran to-
wards the river which is 
flowing in full spate on 
account of the rains in the 
past few days. Some divers 
searched in the water but 
failed to find the body.

Alex was unmarried 
and works as an accoun-
tant in a private company 
here.

Chennai, June 22 (PTI): 
Indian team boasts of  
world’s best spinners and it 
has enough experience in 
both bowling and batting to 
outwit hosts England during 
the upcoming series, said 
former coach Anil Kumble.

“We have a great side 
and an all-round side. In 
bowling we have the experi-
ence and bowlers who can 
take 20 wickets consistently. 
If  you look at the batting 
line-up, it has a lot of experi-
ence as well,” he said at an 
event here.

“On average, all the 
players have played close 
to 50 Tests. That adds a lot 
of value and its not the first 
time that they are touring 
England. They have all been 
there before and they are fa-
miliar with the conditions,” 
Kumble said.

The former skipper feels 
India have the best spinners 
in the world, adding, play-
ing in the second half of the 
summer in England would 
help the visitors.

“We have the best spin-
ners in the world and even 
in terms of  conditions the 
fact that we are playing in 
the second-half will help our 

New Delhi, June 22 (AP): 
Virat Kohli has recovered 
from a neck injury and will 
lead India on the cricket 
tour of  Ireland and Eng-
land.

Kohli had to cancel 
a contract with English 
county team Surrey for this 
month after he was injured 
while fielding in the Indian 
Premier League in mid-
May. The injury hasn’t been 
specified. He played the 
next IPL match then had to 
rest and recover. He faced a 
fitness test.

‘’I’m 100 percent ready 
to go. Neck is fine,’’ the cap-
tain said at a pre-tour news 
conference on Friday, the 
day before the team departs.

‘’I have passed the fit-
ness test and (am) excited to 
get back on the field.’’

The injury has alarmed 
the Indians because Kohli 
wasn’t a factor in his last test 
series in England in 2014, 
when he scored only 134 
runs in 10 innings.

He said India was pre-
pared for ‘’’some difficult 
cricket’’ in England.

Asked about the swing 
bowling conditions in Eng-
land that have troubled In-
dia in the past, Kohli said 
India will be able to counter 
all threats because it was a 
very balanced side.

‘’India’s cricket is in a 
very exciting phase, espe-
cially after victories in South 
Africa,’’ he said.

I n d i a  o p e n s  w i t h 
Twenty20s in Dublin next 
Wednesday and Friday, 
then moves to England for 
three T20s, three one-day 
internationals, and five tests.

though provoking differing 
reactions. While Croatia 
looked to relax and protect 
their lead, Argentina be-
came increasingly desper-
ate and frustrated.

Modric then showed 
his quality with a rasp-
ing shot from outside the 
penalty area to double the 
lead in the 80th before 
Rakitic hit a curling free 
kick against the crossbar 
soon after.

But Messi’s club mate 
at Barcelona was not to be 
denied and Rakitic finished 
off  a series of  passes that 
cut apart the Argentina 
defence to score the third 
goal in stoppage time.

For Messi, who will be 
31 on Sunday, the spectre 
of  failing again to win a 
major title with Argentina 
looms large in what is al-
most certainly his last tour-
nament with the national 
team. It could be over as 
early as next Tuesday when 
Argentina complete their 
group campaign against 
Nigeria in St Petersburg.

“Leo is prejudiced by 
not having in us, drivers 
as good as him. We, as 
the drivers, have to take 
responsibility,” said coach 
Jorge Sampaoli.

“There’s a minimal 
possibility of  qualifying. 
There is shame and pain 
at not delivering for the 
Argentine people.”

cause. We have a great op-
portunity to win the series. 
We shouldn’t have a problem 
operating with Duke ball,” 
he added.

The spin legend said 
wrist spinners would play an 
important part in England 
this time.

“Wrist spinners will cer-
tainly be a handful and they 
will certainly play an impor-
tant part in England since 
this time we are touring in 
the second half. The wicket 
will have its wear and tear 
and the wrist spinners will 
come into the game much 
earlier than the first half of  

the summer,” he added.
Kumble, who was here 

in connection with the un-
veiling of a new technology 
in the forthcoming Tam-
il Nadu Premier League 
(TNPL), said such leagues 
help young players.

“Washington Sundar’s 
consistent performances in 
the TNPL fast-tracked him 
into the IPL and into the 
Indian team. Similarly with 
T Natarajan last year when 
he came out of the blue and 
nobody knew who he was,” 
he said.

“He played in the TNPL 
and was successful and we 

Chester-le-Street (England), June 22 (IANS): 
England registered their fourth consecutive win in 
the five-match ODI series against Australia as they 
outclassed the visitors by six wickets at the Riverside 
Cricket Ground here on Friday.

The English batsmen continued their red-hot form 
as they overhauled the 310-run target with ease with 
32 balls to spare.

The hosts rode on Jason Roy (101 runs off  83 
balls), Jonny Bairstow (79 off 66) and Jos Buttler’s 
(54 not out off 29) knock to reach 314/4 in 44.4 overs.

Earlier opting to bat, opener Shaun Marsh’s 
106-ball 101, Aaron Finch’s 92-ball 100 and a 63-run 
contribution by Travis Head helped the visitors reach 
a competitive total.

For England, David Willey scalped 4 for 43 off  
seven overs while Mark Wood and Adil Rashid 
bagged two wickets each.

Both the sides will clash for one final time in the 
series at Manchester on Sunday.

Brief Scores: England 314/4 (Jason Roy 101, 
Jonny Bairstow 79; Ashton Agar 2/48) beat Australia 
(Shaun Marsh 101, Aaron Finch 100; David Willey 
4/43).

Chennai, June 22 (IANS): 
Indian Super League (ISL) 
holders Chennaiyin FC on 
Friday announced the sign-
ings of Mizoram trio Isaac 
Vanmalsawma, Zohmingli-
ana Ralte and Laldinliana 
Renthlei on a two-year deal.

Isaac, 21, and 27-year-
old defender Zohmingliana 
have signed for the two-time 
ISL champions after the ex-
piry of their contracts at FC 
Pune City and Bengaluru 
FC respectively. 

19-year-old right back 
Laldinliana has joined on a 
free transfer from Mizoram 
Premier League (MPL) out-
fit Chhinga Veng FC, hav-
ing completed a loan stint 
at Aizawl FC in the 2017-18 
I-League.

“I am very happy to 
welcome all three of them. 
Youngsters Isaac and Din-
liana had very good cam-
paigns last season and have 
immense potential. Zohm-
ingliana is a top professional 
with plenty of  experience. 
Each of them will add fur-
ther quality and depth to 
our squad ahead of  an ex-
citing season,” said Chen-

naiyin FC head coach John 
Gregory.

“I am very excited to 
have joined the champions. 
I can’t wait to work under a 
successful coach like John 
G r e g o r y 
a n d 
f u r -
t h e r 
d e -
velop 
a s  a 
player. 
I hope 
to help 
C h e n -
n a i y i n 
retain the 
ISL title,” 
Isaac stated.

Z o h m -
ingliana said: 
“I am looking 
forward to this new 
challenge in my career. 
Chennaiyin has been the 
most consistent team in ISL 
history and I aim to give my 
best to help them achieve 
their targets in all competi-
tions.”

Laldinliana said, “This 
will be my first ever stint 
with an ISL franchise and 

that too with the champions 
so I am relishing the oppor-
tunity. 2017-18 was a mem-
orable season and now I am 
very excited to have joined a 
massive club like Chennaiy-

in FC.”
A 

prod-
u c t 
of the 
AIFF 
E l i t e 
Acad-
e m y , 
Isaac is 
equally 

adept at 
o p e r a t -

ing in both 
flanks and 

can also play 
as an attacking 

midfielder with 
the ability to score 

and create chances 
from set-pieces. After fea-

turing for Shillong Lajong in 
two seasons of the I-League, 
Isaac was selected by Pune 
City in last year’s ISL draft.

Isaac made 12 appear-
ances in the 2017-18 ISL 
and helped FC Pune City 
reach the playoffs for the 

very first time. He has rep-
resented India at various age 
group levels and has been 
part of the India senior team 
camps. He featured in In-
dia’s 3-0 win over Bhutan in 
an unofficial match in 2016.

Zohmingliana, who 
is better known as Zotea, 
had a stint with the Mohun 
Bagan academy but first fea-
tured in the I-League while 
playing for Shillong Lajong. 
He also had a stint at Pune 
FC in the I-League while his 
ISL debut came in the 2015 
edition when he was picked 
by NorthEast United in the 
draft.

After a season with 
Pune’s DSK Shivajians in 
the I-League, Zotea joined 
Aizawl FC and inspired the 
Mizoram club to their first-
ever I-League title. 

Although primarily a 
centre-back, Zotea can play 
across the backline and his 
versatility was useful for 
ISL runners-up Bengaluru 
FC in the 2018 AFC Cup as 
he made seven appearances 
and helped them reach the 
knockouts of  the continen-
tal competition.

have seen that even in the 
Karnataka Premier League 
where a couple of  players 
who have come in and then 
straightaway got picked by 
the IPL franchises. They 
have performed there and 
then people noticed,” he 
added.

Ambati Rayudu recently 
failed the YoYo test and was 
axed from the England-
bound ODI side.

Kumble said if  YoYo 
test is part of a process then 
it should be respected.

“It is important what the 
communication has been to 
the player. If that is a criteri-
on that has been laid out and 
if  it’s a part of  the process 
then you should respect that 
process,” he added.

Kumble said his com-
pany along with Micro-
soft would be unveiling a 
new technology during the 
TNPL to analyse batting.

“This is technology that 
we are bringing into TNPL. 
Glad that TNPL has given 
us a platform. So this is 
a smart sticker and once 
you put this on the bat it 
becomes a smart bat. And 
we get data in real-time,” he 
added.
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Brazil's Neymar, left, scores his side's second goal during the group E match against Costa Rica at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the 
St. Petersburg Stadium in St. Petersburg, Russia on Friday, June 22.

AP/PTI

Nigeria's Ahmed Musa, second left, celebrates after scoring his team's first goal during the group D 
match against Iceland at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Volgograd Arena in Volgograd, Russia on 
Friday, June 22.

AP/PTI

Sweden national soccer team players gather around head coach Janne Andersson, center, at the start of 
a training session on the eve of their group F match against Germany, during the 2018 soccer World Cup 
in Sochi, Russia on Friday, June 22.

Coutinho, Neymar strike late 
to guide Brazil past Costa Rica

Illness, injury could leave 
Sweden short against Germany

Belgium team at FIFA 2018 
much better — Witsel

USADA head urges 
FIFA to test Russian 

team for doping

Inspired Musa keeps Nigeria alive

Death threats probe clouds Colombia preparations

St Petersburg, June 22 
(Reuters): Late strikes by 
Philippe Coutinho and Ney-
mar gave Brazil their first 
win of the World Cup in 
thrilling fashion against 
Costa Rica in St. Petersburg 
on Friday and sent the Cen-
tral Americans crashing out 
of the tournament.

The clock had ticked 
past 90 minutes, and the 
f ive-times champions 
looked to be edging to a 
second disappointing draw, 
when Marcelo floated the 
ball in from the left and 
substitute Roberto Firmino 

headed across to Gabriel 
Jesus.

Jesus’s first touch took 
the ball away from the de-
fender and into the path of 
Coutinho who raced in to 
poke past goalkeeper Keylor 
Navas from six metres out 
for his second goal of the 
tournament.

The result leaves Brazil 
with four points from two 
games after they drew 1-1 
with Switzerland in their 
opening match, and they 
provisionally rise above Ser-
bia to top Group E.

Serbia play the Swiss 

later on Friday, while Costa 
Rica are out of the tourna-
ment with defeats in both 
games so far.

Neymar added the sec-
ond with practically the 
last kick of the match, vol-
leying home following a 
quick counter-attack as 
Costa Rica pushed for an 
equaliser.

With the game still 
scoreless 13 minutes from 
time, Neymar collapsed 
under a soft challenge in 
the box and thought he had 
won a penalty for his misfir-
ing side.

Dutch referee Bjorn Kui-
pers pointed to the spot 
before heeding the protests 
of the Costa Rican players 
and consulting the video 
assistant referee (VAR). Re-
plays showed there was 
minimal contact and Kui-
pers reversed his decision as 
Brazil’s frustration reached 
fever pitch.

Time and again they 
hurled themselves at the 
Costa Rican goal only to 
be repelled until their op-
ponent’s resistance finally 
broke. Neymar, overcome 
by emotion on the whistle, 
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covered his face with his 
hands as tears streamed 
down his cheeks.

That was an apt reflec-
tion of how tense the match 
had been, with Costa Rica’s 
flat-back five keeping Ney-
mar on the periphery, as 
Johan Venegas and Cristian 
Gamboa man-marked him 
out of the game.

“We had a plan, strat-
egy, idea to control the op-
ponent with and without 
ball,” Costa Rica coach Os-
car Ramirez said.
Dominating possession
Brazil had 71.7 percent of 
the possession, but for all 
their dominance found 
it hard to carve out clear 
chances. Marcelo’s tame 
shot straight at Navas just 
before halftime was the first 
effort on target from either 
side, while Celso Borges 
spurned the best chance of 
the half for Costa Rica when 
he ran on to Gamboa’s cut 
back but shot wide.

Brazil went into the 
break with the boos and 
whistles of their fans ringing 
in their ears but emerged 
with a renewed sense of 
purpose, with Jesus heading 
against the bar four minutes 
after the restart and Coutin-
ho sending the follow-up 
effort narrowly wide.

The finish was frantic as 
Brazil attacked with more 
desperation, until Coutinho 
rode to their rescue.

“We deserved the win,” 
the Barcelona player said. 
“The ball came free and 
Gabriel shielded it well and 
I managed to score. The 
most important thing was 
winning.”

Sochi (Russia), June 22 (AP): Sweden could 
be missing a few players for Saturday's 
group match against defending champion 
Germany because of illness and injury.

Three players, including starting cen-
tral defender Pontus Jansson, remained in 
Gelendzhik on Friday after becoming ill 
with a stomach bug while the rest of the 
team flew to Sochi. In a statement posted on 
the Swedish Football Association website, 
team doctor Anders Valentin said defenders 
Jansson and Filip Helander, and midfielder 
Marcus Rohden all became ill on Thursday 
night. Unsure if the illness was contagious, 
the decision was made to keep the three 
players behind at Sweden's training base.

Sweden coach Janne Andersson said the 
hope is the three will be feeling well enough 
to travel to Sochi on Saturday and join the 
squad ahead of the match against Germany. 
Jansson was thrust into a starting role for the 
opening match against South Korea after 
Victor Lindelof became ill.

''We have no one else showing signs of 
illness,'' Andersson said. ''We hope it will 
continue on the path we are seeing right 
now.''

Illness isn't the only issue Sweden is 
dealing with. Forward Isaac Kiese Thelin 
hurt his ankle in practice and did not train 
on Friday when the Swedes worked out at 
Fisht Stadium. Kiese Thelin came on as a 
substitute in the 77th minute of the opener 

against South Korea.
The health of Jansson is the biggest 

question for the Swedes considering the un-
certainty of who will play alongside Sweden 
captain Andreas Granqvist. Jansson ended 
up starting against South Korea because 
Lindelof was unable to play. If Lindelof is 
healthy enough to play against Germany 
that will ease some of Sweden's concerns as 
the Manchester United defender has been 
the top choice for Andersson. But depth 
could then become an issue if Jansson isn't 
healthy.

''You can't be annoyed with poor people 
who have stomach pains. That's just not 
OK,'' Andersson said. ''It just happens oc-
casionally. ... We're doing the best we can 
with this current scenario.''

Sweden would certainly prefer to have 
a first-choice roster facing the defending 
champions, especially with the situation 
facing the Germans after losing to Mexico 
in the opener and needing at the very least 
a draw to keep alive its hopes of advancing 
to the knockout round.

Granqvist said the proof of Sweden's 
ability to play with top competition came 
in just getting to the World Cup by outlast-
ing the Netherlands in the group stage and 
defeating Italy in the European playoffs.

''We've played together for a two-year 
period,'' Granqvist said. ''We've seen excel-
lent results against teams ranked above us.''

Moscow, June 22 (IANS): 
Belgium's midfielder Axel 
Witsel on Friday said his 
team have performed 
much better at 2018 FIFA 
World Cup in Russia than 
at the previous competition 
in Brazil.

After prevailing 3-0 over 
Panama in their World Cup 
debut June 18, Belgium is 
set to take on Tunisia in the 
Red Devils second Group 
G match on Saturday, re-
ported Efe.

"We are much more 
experienced now than in 
Brazil. Three quarters of 
the team have been play-
ing together for years now. 
That helped us to control 
the start of the tournament, 
allowed us to stay calm and 
score three goals against 
Panama," Witsel said dur-
ing a press conference at 
Spartak Stadium here.

The 29-year-old Chi-
nese club Tianjin Quanjian 

Volgograd, June 22 (IANS): 
Two brilliant strikes by 
Ahmed Musa propelled 
Nigeria to a 2-0 win over 
Iceland in a Group D match 
of the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
here on Friday.

Musa (49th, 75th min-
utes) scored both his goals 
in the second half as Nigeria 
revived their chances of 
advancing to the second 
round.

The Africans, who had 
lost 0-2 to Croatia in their 
campaign opener, now 
have three points from two 
matches.

They now face a must 
win clash against Argentina 
in their third and last group 
encounter.

Iceland have two points 
from as many matches. 
They had held mighty Ar-
gentina 1-1 in their first 
match.

The result also helps the 
chances for Lionel Messi's 
Argentina to advance, as 
they can move from bot-
tom of the table into second 
with a win over Nigeria, so 
long as Iceland do not beat 
Croatia by an equal or larger 
margin. In the first half of 
the game, chances were 

Kazan (Russia), June 22 (Re-
uters): Colombia head into their 
World Cup clash against Poland 
in Group H on Sunday under 
pressure to get a result and with 
their preparations overshad-
owed by a police investigation 
into death threats made to mid-
fielder Carlos Sanchez.

In a grisly echo of the kill-
ing of Andres Escobar, who was 
gunned down after scoring an 
own goal for Colombia at the 
1994 World Cup, Sanchez re-
ceived threats on social media 
after receiving a red card in the 
third minute of Tuesday’s 2-1 loss 
against Japan.

Sanchez was sent off for a de-
liberate handball after trying to 
block a shot in the area and will 
miss the Poland match in Kazan 
on Sunday.

The Jose Pekerman-coached 
team closed ranks on Friday, 
undertaking a private training 
session at their ski resort base 
outside of Kazan and declining 
to comment on the Colombian 
police probe and their prepara-
tions for Poland, who were upset 
1-0 by Senegal in their opener.

Queries remain over the fit-
ness of talisman James Rodri-
guez, who was used as a 59th-
minute substitute against Japan 

as he recovers from a calf prob-
lem.

Argentine Pekerman would 
prize dearly the option of starting 
the Golden Boot winner at the 
2014 Brazil finals against eighth-
ranked Poland, and alongside 
midfield partner Juan Quintero.

Sanchez’s absence may open 
the door for Mateus Uribe to slot 
into midfield next to Jefferson 
Lerma.

After a stunning loss to Sen-
egal, courtesy of a pair of howl-
ing errors, Poland might console 
themselves that they can only 
get better.

The staff have promised 

changes for a team that has the 
ability to both score and concede 
lots of goals.

With Senegal’s well-drilled 
backline keeping Robert Lewan-
dowski subdued, manager Adam 
Nawalka will hope for more mid-
field drive to boost supply to the 
country’s record goal-scorer.

The recall of defensive stal-
wart Kamil Glik, who missed the 
Senegal opener with a shoulder 
injury, would be a huge boost for 
Poland’s hopes of stopping the 
likes of Rodriguez and front man 
Radamel Falcao.

There are still doubts about 
Glik’s fitness, however, so Thiago 

Cionek, his replacement against 
Senegal, may keep his starting 
place despite scoring an own 
goal against the Africans.

Poland, who have never 
reached the knockout rounds 
of a World Cup after losing their 
opening game, will need to shore 
up their defence in their first 
competitive match against Co-
lombia if they are to defy their 
history.

“It will be like a final,” said 
Colombia striker Falcao.

“Each team will battle hard 
to keep the ball, and will close 
down the space for their oppo-
nents to operate in.”

player added that the Red 
Devils' upcoming match 
was not going to be easy 
because their Tunisian op-
ponent will be fighting for 
a chance to qualify for the 
last 16 knockout round.

Witsel stressed that de-
spite the outcome of the 
match against Panama, 
he could have performed 
better.

Belgium leads Group G 
with 3 points on goal dif-
ferential ahead of England, 
followed by Tunisia and 
Panama.

Moscow, June 22 (IANS): 
The US Anti-Doping Agen-
cy's (USADA) CEO Travis 
Tygart has called on FIFA 
to test the Russian national 
football team for doping 
following their opening vic-
tories at the World Cup.

"Russia must be aggres-
sively tested to safeguard 
public confidence in the 
integrity of the World Cup," 
Tygart was quoted as saying 
by The Telegraph on Thurs-
day night, adding that "ex-
traordinary performances 
demand additional tests."

However, FIFA refused 
to reveal the number of 
doping tests conducted on 
Russia's World Cup squad 
saying that they could not 
comment on such tests, re-
ports Sputnik news agency.

Russia qualified for the 
round of 16 for the first time 
since the break-up of the 
Soviet Union after thrash-
ing Saudi Arabia 5-0 in the 
opening game of the tour-
nament on June 14 and 
beating Egypt 3-1 on Tues-
day. few and far between. While Nigeria dominated posses- sion, Iceland got the better 

chances to take the lead.
The best of them all was 

a Gylfi Sigurdsson effort 
which was tipped over the 
bar by Nigeria goalkeeper 
Francis Uzoho.

Nigeria nosed ahead 
four minutes into the sec-
ond period when Victor Mo-
ses sprinted down the right 
wing and crossed towards 
Musa. The Nigerian con-
trolled beautifully, before 
slamming home to give his 
side the lead.

M u s a  c o u l d  h a v e 
grabbed a hattrick had his 
attempt from 20 yards not 
come off the crossbar.

Musa then sped past 
Iceland right-back Kari 
Arnason on the wing to 
round goalkeeper Hannes 
Halldorsson and score his 
second of the evening.

Iceland were handed a 
lifeline when Tyronne Ebue-
hi was late on a challenge 
on Alfred Finnbogason, and 
the referee gave a penalty -- 
though only after reviewing 
the play on video.

But Sigurdsson sent his 
shot high over the bar and 
into the stands after a short 
run-up and Nigeria held on 
to take the three points.


