
KT Sukhalu speaking at the 13th general conference of the NSEAOA 
in Kohima on June 21.
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Pangnyu Phom speaking at an event in Dimapur on Thursday. 
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Neiphiu Rio with the representatives of People with Disabilities in Nagaland.  
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‘Resign if you don’t want to teach’ – 
Sukhalu to underperforming teachers 

Rio assures to enable 
the disabled community

‘Ad hoc teachers’ to continue with agitation

Pangnyu asks why patients choose private hospitals over govt.–run ones

Power shutdown in Dimapur 
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The best way to find 
yourself is to lose 

yourself in the service 
of others. 

~ Mahatma Gandhi

Ask them whether they want to 
come inside and watch football 

or protest for electricity outside?

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 21 (EMN): 
Coming out strongly against 
underperforming govern-
ment schools and poor at-
tendance of teachers in their 
respective school, the advi-
sor to School Education KT 
Sukhalu has made it plain: 
“if you don’t want to teach, 
then resign. There are many 
young boys and girls who 
really want to teach, who 
have seen what’s happening 
in the society and want to 
bring about a change. Give 
them a chance.” 

Expressing serious con-
cern at the current system 
of education in Nagaland, 
Sukhalu pointed out that al-
though the department has 
a good number of teachers – 
more than 20,000 giving the 
student-teacher ratio at 1:8 
– enrolment has been going 
down over the years and 
performance going down 
below ‘satisfactory.’ 

The legislator gave the 
statement during the 13th 
annual general conference 
of the Nagaland School Edu-
cation Administrative Offic-
ers’ Association (NSEAOA) 
in Kohima on Thursday 
morning.

Sukhalu spoke of ex-
cess teachers, and admitted 
that it is going to be a huge 
problem to bring down the 
number of teachers. The 
reason he gave was that 
there is ‘nothing to justify 
since the enrolment of stu-
dents is not enough;’ in-
stead it has been ‘spiralling 
down’ over the years. 

To the ‘nil’ result schools, 
the advisor queried: “In-

K M Joseph’s elevation issue hangs 
in balance as Justice Chelameswar 
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stead of having the same 
review meeting every year, 
why can’t we start talking 
about how good we have 
done and how better we 
can be?” Also pointing to a 
number of upgraded high 

schools that got ‘nil results,’ 
he wondered “is this the way 
are we going to run schools 
and education system?” 

Reminding that the 
responsibility of bringing 
change lies not only on po-

litical leadership but on 
every officer, Sukhalu said, 
“Even if we initiate change 
and the officer concern (sic) 
as an individual do not give 
interest then, it will result in 
nothing.”

Also noting issues con-
cerning excess or shortage 
of teachers in some schools, 
he asked the officers to im-
mediately submit the exact 
deployment details of staff 
and teachers of their re-
spective school and area. 
This is to ensure that the 
department knows ‘exactly 
where to post and whom 
to post,’ the gathering was 
told. Sukhalu iterated that 
such a measure should not 
be left to the directorate’s 
officers. Rather, it is the field 
officers who have to give 
‘correct feedback’ so that 
the department can ‘upload 
and work on’ it immediately. 

Pointing out matter-of-
factly that teachers’ attend-
ance in schools had become 
a major problem in the re-
cent times, Sukhalu strongly 
insisted on the need to ‘dou-
ble check’ the attendance of 
teachers.

Apart from the biomet-
ric attendance to ensure 
teachers are in station, Su-
khalu said that the system 
of disbursing salary directly 
to their account would be 
reviewed.

This, he said has been 
necessitated as many teach-
ers and staff are getting paid 
without attending to their 
duties and engage in other 
businesses and personal 
works. Furthermore, he 
said that it will be asking 

half-yearly reports wherein 
necessary action will be 
initiated as per the reports.

On schools that do not 
have headmasters and as-
sistant headmasters, Su-
khalu said ‘intimation has 
been made for posting im-
mediately in all schools.’ 

Also while appreciating 
the association as a strong 
association, he however 
reminded that ‘being strong 
doesn’t mean you use mus-
cle power, you have to use 
your brains’ and that as 
they grow they should not 
forget their responsibilities 
towards their students.

Stressing on the urgent 
need to bring change in the 
education sector, Sukhalu 
said “we must remember 
that you need to give per-
sonal attention to bring up 
a better generation who 
one day will take your place. 
The kind of generation that 
you all bring up will speak 
volumes for you.”

Seeking the cooperation 
and support of the mem-
bers of the association to-
wards strengthening and 
streamlining the educa-
tion, Sukhalu maintained 
that the least they can do 
for the younger generation 
who will be taking over the 
responsibility of govern-
ance tomorrow is to leave 
a legacy behind by bringing 
them up in the right man-
ner. Only then, he asserted 
“we can say that I have done 
my job.”

The inaugural session 
was followed by discussions 
and declaration of new of-
fice bearers of the group. Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 

In expressing ‘full support’ 
to the demands of people 
with disability in Nagaland, 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
has assured to take steps to 
ensure implementation of 
the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act of 2016 in 
the state.

According to a press re-
lease from disability rights 
activist Diethono Nakhro, 
the chief minister gave said 
assurance during a meeting 
on June 20. “Discussion was 
held on various important 
disability issues in the state, 
particularly implementa-
tion of the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities Act 2016 
(RPWD Act 2016),” she said 
in a press release.

“The RPWD Act 2016 
came into force on April 
19, 2017, and all states and 
Union territories, including 
Nagaland, were required 
to notify the State Rules 
and start implementation 
within 6 (six) months of the 
Disability Act becoming 
law. The Supreme Court 

has also, on April 25 last 
year, asked all the states and 
Union territories to take 
immediate steps to comply 
with the requirements of 
the Disability Act and file 
compliance reports. It fur-
ther directed that special 
courts be set up in each 
district to conduct trial of 
offences committed against 
them within three months.

“Despite the above as 
well as the strong urgings 
of the disability commu-
nity, Nagaland is yet to 
make any concrete move 
towards implementation of 
the Disability Act even with 
the passage of more than a 
year,” the handout stated.  

According to the press 
release, the community 
has reminded that despite 
the old Disability Act of 
1995 being in existence for 
more than 20 years, not 
even a single law contained 
in it was ever properly im-
plemented in the state by 
successive governments. 
Numerous directives were 
also been issued by the Su-

preme Court from time to 
time, but none have been 
complied with either, it 
added.

“People with Disabili-
ties in Nagaland have thus 
remained ignored and mar-
ginalised with their rights 
violated by the state govern-
ment and society at large. It 
has stressed that this failure 
cannot and must not be 
repeated with the RPWD 
Act 2016. 

“As committed by the 
NDPP (Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party) as 
well as the BJP (Bharatiya 
Janata Party) in their elec-
tion manifestos, people liv-
ing with disabilities urged 
the chief minister and his 
government to notify the 
State Disability Rules and 
start implementation of the 
RPWD Act without delay. 
The chief minister expressed 
full support and assured that 
action will be taken. We ap-
preciate his assurance and 
look forward to quick and 
real action on the ground,” 
the statement read.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
The minister for Health and 
Family Welfare S Pangnyu 
Phom has on Thursday 
called nurses the ‘blessed 
ones’ but urged them to 
treat their patients ‘more 
lovingly’ than they would 
care for themselves. 

The legislator was ad-
dressing the 2nd gradua-
tion and Lt. Mrs. Ketsovole 
16th Award ceremony at 
the Dimapur District Hos-
pital on June 21 in Dimapur. 
29 nurses from the School 
of Nursing at the hospital 
graduated on Thursday in 
Dimapur.

The minister called the 
district’s hospital the most 
important hospital in Na-
galand, as the medical es-
tablishment has ‘almost all 
the facilities at its disposal.’ 
The minister wondered why 

many patients still go to pri-
vate hospitals for treatment. 

“We have to reason out 
why,” Pangnyu said. The 
minister assured to work 
for the uplift of the hospital 
during his tenure and has 
urged the people to render 
support.

Pangnyu called Ketso-
vole a dedicated nurse and 
sincere health worker. He 
urged the nurses to look up 
to Ketsovole’s noble deeds 
as examples and learn to 
become like her. 

“Nurses are the blessed 
ones provided you are dedi-
cated and sincere in your 
work,” the minister said. 
But he cautioned that their 
‘blessed name should not 
be misused.’ “Care for your 
patients more than you care 
for yourself. The care you 
give to your patients will 
reward you with a hundred-

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 21 (EMN): The All 
Nagaland Ad hoc Teachers’ Group 
(ANATG) has decided to continue 
with its agitation demanding regu-
larisation of their jobs. This is de-
spite the government making its 
position clear its helplessness about 
doing anything about regularising 
the agitating ad hoc teachers at this 
juncture as the court is yet to issue 
a verdict on the blanket ban of regu-
larisation of contract employees. 

A joint meeting convened by 
Principal Secretary Menukhol John, 
with the Against Corruption and 
Unabated Taxation (Acaut), Pub-
lic Service Aspirants of Nagaland 
(PSAN) and the ANATG in the pres-
ence of legal experts at the secre-
tariat conference this evening came 
to a deadlock. 

Giving the legal aspects of the 
case was Senior Additional Advo-
cate General K Sema. He said that 
as the court had stayed the August 
4 2008 government notification, the 

government cannot be expected to 
go beyond the court’s order, which 
will invite contempt-of-court.

‘Unless and until the courts 
order stay the notification August 
2008 is set aside or modified,’ he 
said, the government cannot do 
anything to regularise their services. 
The government has not been put 
in such a position where it cannot 
move forward nor backward, the 
advocate explained. 

Sema implied that the legal 
institution was ‘doing our best and 
working on it to see that at least it 
get some orders and some relief’ 
is given to the contract teachers. 
He informed that the government 
had written an application on this 
case saying that the petition was 
defective and not in accordance 
with law and therefore needs to 
be dismissed. However, unless the 
court comes to some definite deci-
sion, he maintained that it may not 
be proper for the government at this 
juncture to leap over the order and 

give relief to the teachers and land 
itself a lawsuit.

Further, Sema reminded the 
agitating teachers that court process 
takes some time. Nonetheless, he 
informed that the case was likely to 
come up next week. 

On the claim that the Acaut 
had exempted the ad-hoc teachers 
in the case, Sema bluntly pointed 
that exemption or not was immate-
rial — the Acaut does not have the 
right to say that on the very fact that 
they challenged the August 2008 
notification.

When asked by ANATG mem-
bers to explain and define contract 
/ ad-hoc, Sema said ‘in a simple 
layman term it is backdoor appoint-
ment.’

Meanwhile reasoning with the 
association, John explained that 
nobody was above the law. Until 
the court comes with a ruling, he 
said, there is nothing that the gov-
ernment can do at this juncture. 
Since the matter is sub-judice at this 

moment, the officer requested the 
agitating teachers to be reasonable 
and to call off their agitation for the 
sake of the students.

Earlier, on June 18, the director 
of School Education Wonthungo 
Tsopoe said that the Acaut and the 
PSAN had filed a petition challeng-
ing the government’s notification 
on regularisation of contract / ad 
hoc employees in the state. This 
happened before the cabinet could 
decide on the service regularisation 
of the ad-hoc teachers, he said. 

The association claimed that 
it was exempt from the purview of 
the Acaut and PSAN’s petition, but 
representatives from the latter two 
groups declined to give any com-
ment stating that the matter was 
sub-judice at the moment.

The appeal to call off the agita-
tion was rejected by the ANATG who 
have now decided to go ahead with 
their agitation at the directorate of 
School Education till its demand 
is met.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Power consum-
ers from five feeders in Dimapur have 
been informed about shutdown of power 
supply for five-hours each on June 22 and 
the 23rd.

A press release that was issued on 
Thursday by the executive engineer of 
Dimapur electrical division informed that 
the shutdown shall be from 5:00 am to 

10:00 am. The reason that was cited was 
‘preventive maintenance work on 66/11 
KV, 2 x 10 MVA sub-station, control room, 
Burma Camp power-house.’

The shutdown will affect consum-
ers fed by ‘Purana Bazaar feeder, Airport 
feeder, Veterinary feeder, Town feeder and 
Power house feeders.’ The department 
has requested consumers to bear with the 

fold return,” he explained.
Nurses have power in 

their voice and that things 
they say to patients can 
affect changes in patients, 

Pangnyu reminded. As the 
new nurses begin their jour-
ney as health workers, the 
minister told them to al-
ways remember that they 

are the ‘blessed ones.’ He 
urged them to be ‘what pa-
tients want them to be.

Earlier, the chief medi-
cal officer of Dimapur Vika-

to Kinimi delivered a speech 
during which he called 
nurses the ‘angels on earth.’ 
According to Kinimi there 
are ‘two categories of angels’ 
among nurses: ‘heaven an-
gels’ and ‘devil angels.’ Say-
ing that nurses are meant 
to take care of patients, the 
officer explained that ‘devil 
angels never know how to 
take care of patients; instead 
they harass and torment 
them.’

In contrast, the officer 
explained, the ‘heaven an-
gels are the nurses who treat 
their patients with smile.’ 
They assure their patients 
to remember that ‘when 
they need them, nurses 
are always ready,’ he said. 
The medical officer has 
appealed to the nurses to 
be ‘heaven angels’ here on 
earth.

The advisor for Rural 

Development Dr. Neikie-
salie Kire also gave a brief 
address on behalf of Ketso-
vole’s family. He urged the 
graduates to continue to 
strive and not stop with the 
graduation. He said Ketsov-
ole’s award was initiated the 
same year she passed away. 
It was learnt that Ketsovole 
passed away while praying 
which Kire said was some-
thing rare.

Ketsovole did her early 
schooling from Kohima 
and completed a nursing 
course from Jorhat in As-
sam. She served as a nurse 
at the Naga Hospital in Ko-
hima. She was said to have 
been known for her love 
and concern for patients 
for whose uplift she worked 
tirelessly. The nurse was said 
to have continued serving 
the people even after her 
retirement. 
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Law students allege 
‘blatant misuse’ of power

NVCO questions PDA on appointments

SABAK to hold music festival

Colony in Kohima notifies

Dimapur observes anti-malaria month

Villagers in Dimapur sensitised on legal rights

Hindu Yuva Sangh 
organises painting contest

DBHSS Mon organises 
science exhibition

Transfer and posting 
of IAS officers

NYK observes International Yoga Day

DBS to hold cultural competition

Restoring sobriety

DGP ISSUE

Children undergoing screening for malaria conducted by the health department as part of anti-malaria 
month in Dimapur district.

DDLSA and sisterhood network members along with the residents  of Aoyimti village pose for a group photo after the legal awareness 
programme in Aoyimti village on June 21.  

Staff of Drop-in Centre (DIC) in Ungma village under Care and 
Support Society (C&SS), a Mokokchung based NGO, and members 
of mobile ICTC unit administering medical check-up to a patient 
during visit to its Tzürangkong sub-centre at Chungtiayimsen 
on June 19. The team conducted blood testing on HIV and 
counselling for injecting drug users (IDUs).

Deputy commissioner, Mon, Thavaseelan inspecting the models put up by the students during the 
science exhibition in Mon town on June 20.

Naga hoho convenes meeting
Naga Hoho has convened an executive meeting on June 
25 at 11 am at Hotel Japfu, Kohima. The meeting has been 
convened to discuss on confronting issues and to fix the date 
for the next federal assembly and all matters relating to the 
general assembly. All the concerned members are requested 
to attend the meeting.

Hostel welfare forum convenes meeting
Dimapur Town Hostel Welfare Forum (DTHWF) has convened 
its 2nd general meeting on June 23 at 10 am at Dimapur 
Kangtsung Union Building near DC office in Dimapur. All the 
members are requested to attend the meeting.

Chakhesang students to organise seminar 
Kohima Chakhesang Students’ Union (KCSU) has announced 
to organise a seminar on ‘skill development’ on June 23 at 
10 am at CBCK conference hall at Kitsubusou in Kohima. The 
union has requested all its subordinate units to attend the 
seminar.

Training for accountants concludes
A three-day refresher course for senior divisional accountants, 
organised by Treasuries & Accounts Training Institute, 
Dimapur, concluded on June 21. The valedictory programme 
was chaired by Temsuinla Aier, deputy director. K Semy, faculty 
member, spoke on behalf of the faculties. Zubemo Odyuo, 
advisor of the Institute, has emphasised on the knowledge 
of accounts rules for accounting personnel and for efficient 
functioning of the department. Vezhoto, spoke on behalf of 
the trainees.

Familiarisation programme on ENPS
State chief secretary, Temjen Toy, has informed that a one-
day familiarisation training programme on electronic new 
pension scheme (ENPS) would be conducted on June 27 
at the secretariat conference hall. He has requested all the 
concerned head of departments, senior treasury officers and 
all concerned DDOs under Kohima north and south treasuries 
to attend the training programme without fail. Training for 
concerned head of departments, senior treasury officers 
under Kohima north treasury and DDOs under Kohima north 
treasury would be conducted from 11 am to 12 noon, while 
the training for concerned head of departments, senior 
treasury officers under Kohima south treasury, and DDOs 
under Kohima south treasury would be conducted from 12:30 
pm to 1:30 pm.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
Close on the heel in which 
the previous state director 
general of police (DGP) 
was unceremoniously 
replaced, Nagaland Law 
Students’  Federation 
(NLSF) has resented what 
it termed as ‘arbitrary 
power and blatant mis-
uses of office of people 
representative’ to uproot 
an honest and upright 
officer who has earned an 
unflinching support and 
trust from the people.

The federation press 
release issued jointly by its 
president Imliben Lemtur, 
speaker Nungshimeren 
Jamir, and the general sec-
retary Medochütuo Kie-
whuo, stated that the de-
cision was clear violation 
of Supreme Court’s or-
der which mandated two 
years reign as DGP. The 
federation has termed 
the decision a ‘premedi-
tated move to usurp the 
competent officer, who 
has amassed support and 
devotees due to his strictly 
by the rules officer.’

‘The appointment of 
an officer, who is junior 
in length of service to 
the prestigious post is 
premeditated when Mr 
Rupin Sharma is the sen-
ior most officer as Naga-
land cadre is replaced by 
junior officer,’ the federa-
tion statement said.

Stating that 20 years 
l e n g t h  o f  s e r v i c e  i s 
equivalent to IGP and 
the 25 years of satisfac-
tory service rank is ADGP, 
the federation stated that 

appointment of a junior 
officer over-ride the sen-
iority promotion rules, 
which is a clear case of 
manipulation of estab-
lished rules and statutory 
provisions. 

The federation opined 
that appointment of a 
junior officer, who hasn’t 
attained ADGP rank, 
would weaken the police 
administration and func-
tioning of the state execu-
tive agency.

It pointed out that Su-
preme Court’s judgment 
and statutory provisions 
were vitiated and violated 
by peoples representa-
tives and should be held 
accountable for any sub-
sequent cause of action 
legally and ethically.

In regards to chief sec-
retary and DGP under the 
ambit of government, 
the federation pointed 
out that Supreme Court 
had clearly stated that 
chief secretary could be 
shifted if it doesn’t en-
joy the confidence of the 
council of ministers as it 
is answerable to the peo-
ple in administration. It 
added that DGP cannot 
be merely removed on 
that basis as it is con-
cern in the probes of the 
crimes, law and order 
and public order and not 
general administration. 

Stating that  there 
is a huge difference in 
their roles, the federation 
pointed out that unless 
DGP breaches some stat-
utory rules or constitu-
tional provisions, he can’t 

be removed as per whims 
and fancies of the revolv-
ing political chair.

“The prestigious chair 
and established provi-
sions is not dining table 
of representatives, where 
they can appoint random-
ly any favoured persons; 
the rule of law is supreme 
and shall prevail,” the fed-
eration maintained.

It stated that the men-
tally convincing word ‘in-
experience’ is hypocrisy 
when another much jun-
ior officer is appointed 
as the executive agency, 
adding the people’s faith 
should not be used as lev-
erage to gain vested politi-
cal mileages as the result 
could be catastrophic.

The federation main-
tained that the first pre-
scription of the rule of 
law was to appoint an 
officiating DGP and sub-
sequently elevate to a reg-
ular full-fledged DGP. It 
said the current instance 
in appointment of anoth-
er officiating/in charged 
DGP was fishy in nature 
and breach of protocols 
and rules.

“The rule of law should 
not become casualty to 
the whims and fancies of 
the political executives,” 
the federation added. 

In the light of the 
above stated circum-
stances, the federation 
implored upon the politi-
cal body to reinstate him 
and let him complete till 
his full tenure as to enable 
him earned support and 
trust from the people.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
Under the national vec-
tor borne disease control 
programme (NVBDCP), 
Dimapur division is ob-
serving the anti-malaria 
month during June by 
carrying out awareness 
activities. 

During the period, 
public were made aware 
on the preventive meas-
ures of malaria and other 
vector borne diseases. 
The department also in-
formed that emphasis 
would be laid on the im-
portance of using mos-
quito net, curb breeding 
of mosquitoes, and using 
other mosquito repel-
lents. 

Malaria screening 

camps were also carried 
out in villages in the dis-
trict. Besides preventive 
measures, the public were 
also made aware of the 
facilities provided free-
of-cost by the government 
for testing and treatment 
of malaria in the district. 
Awareness programmes 
were also carried out for 
school children and their 
parents.

Altogether six villages 
namely Pehekhu, Lothavi, 
Naharbari, Medziphema, 
Singrijan, and Nagarjan 
have been covered during 
the month-long observa-
tion. The urban areas are 
also being covered un-
der the Urban Malaria 
Scheme.

know their rights guaran-
teed under the provisions 
of law.

On Right to Infor-
mation (RTI), Yambemo 
Ngullie, DDLSA panel law-
yer, has explained on how 
to file RTI, stipulated pe-
riod of filing and receiving 
the reply of RTI, and the 

hierarchical order to file an 
RTI for any information in 
governmental institutions.

Sa n g t o  L o n g c h a r, 
DDLSA panel lawyer, has 
highlighted on consumers 
rights.

Summing up the pro-
gramme, Ajongba Imchen, 
chief judicial magistrate 

and DDLSA secretary, 
explained on how legal 
aid could be availed by 
common people. He also 
highlighted on the main 
purpose of organising le-
gal awareness seminar. 
He has further stressed 
on fundamental rights 
and duties of the citizens, 

village council members 
rights and duties, child 
trafficking and women’s 
rights. 

The programme was 
chaired by Nancy, coordi-
nator of Sisterhood Net-
work, while the invocation 
was said by Pur Lemtur, 
associate pastor.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Nagaland Voluntary Con-
sumers’ Organisation (NVCO) has denounced the 
appointment of Awan Konyak as chairperson of Na-
galand state commission for protection of child rights 
(NSCPCR) and Lima Mayang as the state vigilance 
commissioner.

NVCO, in a press release issued by its media cell, 
argued that both of them were NDPP defeated can-
didates. It has also accused the PDA government of 
appointing people of their choice, who now enjoy the 
status in the rank of commissioner and secretary/ sec-
retary/ joint secretary as well as non-legislator party 
workers as cabinet ministers and minister of state, leg-
islators as advisors and as chairman. It felt that such 
appointments would affect the state exchequer and 
deprived the public shares meant for development etc.

NVCO president, Kezhokhoto Savi, has questioned 
the state government if those defeated NDPP can-
didates were qualified to hold such prestigious post 
in the state. It reminded that such posts in the past 
were held by retired officials who are matured and 
experienced.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Agri-Electrical–Forest (AEF) 
council, Kohima, under Ward No. 17 has directed all 
the sub-councils to maintain peaceful co-existence and 
cleanliness by complying and implementing the direc-
tives of the district administration, KMC and police for 
a better living of all.

In a press release, the council chairman NZ Makritsu 
stated that sale of liquor in the colony would be strictly 
prohibited as it is harmful to health, brings immorality 
and sometimes disturbs the peaceful co-existence. He 
has requested all the sub-councils to check and take 
necessary action against the defaulters in their respec-
tive jurisdiction.

As traffic congestion has become problematic due 
to wrong parking of vehicles, dumping of condemned 
vehicles and construction materials on the roadside, the 
council has directed the sub-councils to check and take 
necessary action against the defaulters.

Also having observed that some youth have the habit 
of gathering in the junction at night, it has directed the 
sub-councils to check and take necessary steps to stop 
such gathering at night.

The council also directed all sub-councils not to allow 
shopkeepers open their shop on Sundays in their respec-
tive jurisdiction. All the sub-councils in AEF council, 
Kohima, under Ward No. 17 are requested to comply 
and implement the above mentioned directives on or 
before July 5.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Sümi Aphuyemi Baptist 
Akukuhou Kuqhakulu (SABAK), the apex church associa-
tion of the Sümis under Pughoboto area, has announced 
to organise a music festival on the theme ‘Laudate Domi-
num,’ a Latin word meaning “Praise the Lord” on June 23 
and 24 at the Sümi Aphuyemi Baptist Church in Kohima.

According to James S Swu, the highlights of the festi-
val would include workshops, singing competitions and 
concerts. He added that workshops on sound manage-
ment, stage artistry, and choral techniques would be 
conducted by Jackto Wotsa, Alobo Naga and James Swu 
respectively, all of whom are prominent music artistes 
from the region.

The concerts would feature prominent bands and 
musicians such as Alobo Naga and the band, Techni-
colors, Nagagenous, Bokato Kiho, Vini Chishi and a host 
of other artistes from the region. The organisers have 
invited all the public to come and grace the festival.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Pranita Sen, 
Reeva Sharma, Egeta Das, Tsuzolu Rha-
kho, and Ashim Paul were declared win-
ners of the 5th open drawing painting 
in various categories organised by the 
Hindu Yuva Sangh (HYS) on June 17.

A HYS press release stated that 500 
students from different schools in Di-
mapur had participated in the drawing 
competition. 

A felicitation programme for the 
meritorious students of HSLC and HSSLC 
examinations was also held on the same 
day where certificates of achievement 
and mementos were awarded to the 
achievers. 

Cultural fashion show showcasing 
the diversity of the Hindu culture was 
arranged alongwith cultural songs and 
dances. The chief guest of the evening 
programme was Kilemtoshi Jamir, ACP, 
SB, Dimapur, and the guest of honour 
was Arvind Damani, Northeast coordina-
tor BJP youth wings.

To boost the spirit of members of HYS, 
Kaushik Dasgupta, Ratnadeep Bhattach-
arjee, Subhojit Mukherjee, Pranab Pod-
dar and Deepraj Das were awarded with 
certificates for their valuable contribu-
tion and selfless service. The guests were 
gifted with paintings by Sir Ashim Dutta 
and Sir Manjit Mukherjee. 

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Var-
ious units of the Nehru Yuva 
Kendra (NYK) has observed the 
International Yoga Day on June 
20 by organising yoga sessions in 
their respective units.

NYK, Sechü Zubza block, 
observed the day by organising 
a yoga session. Kelhouzasie Law-
rence, yoga instructor, conducted 
the yoga session. Youths from 
various youth club attended the 
session. NYK, Jakhama block, has 
also observed the day by organis-
ing neighborhood youth parlia-
ment at Kigwema panchayat 
hall with Neingutuonuo Kulnu, 
counsellor of Childline 1098 as 

the resource person.
Kulnu, in her speech, has 

shared the importance of yoga 
an its inter-relations with mental 
health and physical fitness. The 
program culminated with a yoga 
session.

NYK, Kohima block, has ob-
served the day at Christ King 
School, Kohima. Lawrence has 
conducted a yoga session which 
was attended by students and 
youth from various youth clubs. 

NYK, Chiephobuozou block, 
too observed the day by organis-
ing a yoga session led by Law-
rence. Youths from various clubs 
attended the yoga session.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Di-
mapur Bangali Samaj (DBS) 
has announced to organise its 
sixth annual Northeast cultural 
competition from June 22 to 
24 at Shree Shree Ram Thakur 
Sevashram at Netaji Railway 
Colony, Dimapur. 

The competition will fea-
ture songs, dances, tabla play-
ing, painting and recitation etc. 

The organisation presi-

dent KK Paul stated that prize 
distribution, felicitation of 
meritorious student etc would 
be done at the concluding 
function on June 24 from 6 pm 
onwards.

Stating that state governor 
has consented to be the chief 
guest, he has requested all the 
community members to take in 
the celebrations and encourage 
the participants.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): In the 
interest of public service, state 
governor has ordered transfer 
and posting of IAS officers with 
immediate effect.

According to a press release 
issued by the state chief sec-
retary, Temjen Toy, R Binchilo 
Thong, additional chief secre-
tary and development commis-
sioner, has been transferred and 
posted as DG, ATI and additional 
chief secretary of rural develop-
ment.

Dr. D Bhalla, DG ATI & CRC, 
Nagaland House Delhi, has been 
relieved of the charge of DG ATI, 
while Sentiyanger, principal 
secretary of municipal affairs, 
has been transferred and posted 
as development commissioner 
with additional charge of mu-
nicipal affairs. 

L Kire, principal secretary of 
Duda, rural development, for-
ests, environment and climate 
change, has been relieved of the 
charge of forests, environment 
and climate change and shall 
hold additional charge of princi-
pal secretary of finance and chief 
minister’s office. 

Anoop Khinchi, on return 
from deputation, has been post-
ed as additional secretary of 
rural development.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
Dimapur district legal 
services authority (DDL-
SA), in collaboration with 
Sisterhood Network, has 
conducted legal aware-
ness on various topics at 
Aoyimti village commu-
nity hall on June 21. 

Speaking on ‘objective 
of legal aid services,’ Roko-
vitsu Khate, DDLSA panel 
lawyer, has apprised on 
the objectives of legal aid 
services which aims at de-
livering justice to one and 
all by providing free legal 
services to the weaker sec-
tions of the society. He also 
briefly highlighted on Lok 
Adalat and the person en-
titled to get free legal aid.

Speaking on domestic 
violence, Moatila, DDLSA 
panel lawyer, asserted that 
abusing of women eco-
nomically and emotion-
ally comes under domes-
tic violence. Moatila has 
encouraged the women to 

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN):  Don 
Bosco Higher Secondary School 
(DBHSS) in Mon town has organised 
a science exhibition on June 20 with 
the deputy commissioner of Mon, 
Thavaseelan, as the chief guest.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
chief guest encouraged the students 
to be innovative and always strive 
for excellence by keeping in mind 
to use the lesson learned from such 

events to solve their everyday’s 
problems.

Altogether 91 models on vari-
ous topics prepared by the students 
were put up on display. The exhibi-
tion was a grand success as it ignited 
the young minds with innovations 
and ideas on the subject.

Parents, students of various 
schools in Mon town and other well 
wishers attended the exhibition.
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Forest minister asks Peren 
division to plant more trees

Government officials to be 
trained on e-marketing 

Advisor Duda appeals for peace and tranquility

NSF honours Naga toppers in HSLC 

Unity College students in Dimapur performing Bhujangasana at the college’s premise in Dimapur.
A view of Yoga enthusiast during a mass session at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in Kohima. (Inset) CR 
Chaudhary practicing at the Yoga session.

A glimpse of the National Cadet Corps girls of Don Bosco School 
performing sukhasana in Tseminyu.

Tongpang Ozukum, NSF officials and HSLC toppers along with their parents and family members during the felicitation programme in Kohima. 

CM Chang along with other officials at the inauguration of the Forest Resource Centre at Jalukie.

Bongkhao Konyak rendering financial assistance to the wife of late sepoy 
Hungnga Konyak at Longching village on June 20.

International Day of Yoga observed across the state
STATE

Dimapur/Mokochung June 21 
(EMN): The fourth International 
Day of Yoga was observed across 
the state of Nagaland on Thur. 
June 21. Updates on Thursday 
informed.
Kohima: The department of Youth 
Resources and Sports has organ-
ised the fourth International Day 
of Yoga at Indira Gandhi Stadium 
in Kohima on June 21. The Depart-
ment of Infomation and Public 
Relations updated on Thursday.

The union minister of state of 
the department of Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distribution 
CR Chaudhary addressed the gath-
ering. He said that Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi while addressing 
the 69th session of United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) on Sept. 
27 2014, urged the world com-
munity to adopt an International 
Day of Yoga. Further, Chaudhary 
remarked that accordingly on Dec. 
11 2014 the UNGA has approved 
the proposal by consensus with a 
record 177 co-sponsoring coun-
tries to establish June 21 as the 
‘International Day of Yoga.’ 

Explaining the concept of Yoga, 
Chaudhary said that Yoga is an art 
and science of healthy living which 
focuses on bringing harmony 
between mind and body. He also 
asserted that medical research in 
recent years has uncovered many 
physical and mental benefits of 
Yoga including musculoskeletal, 
cardiovascular, lifestyle related 
disorders, stress etc.

More than a thousand par-
ticipants performed the five Yoga 
structure: prayer, loosening ex-
ercises, yoga asanas (postures), 
pranayama (Hindi for control of 
breathe), oath taking, and peace 
prayer during the programme.

The governor of Nagaland, PB 
Acharya, Deputy Chief Minister 
Y Patton and a host of dignitaries 
along with students and paramili-
tary personnel performed Yoga to 
observe the day.
Governor/ Raj Bhavan: The gov-
ernor of Nagaland, PB Acharya 
and his lady wife Kavita Acharya, 
observed the International Day of 
Yoga at Raj Bhavan in Kohima on 
Thursday.  A press release from the 

Raj Bhavan on Thursday informed.
The day was observed along 

with the students from Nagaland 
University, ICFAI University, Global 
Open University, St. Joseph Uni-
versity, members of Rajya Sainik 
Board, Red Cross, Bharat Scouts 
and Guides, North East Zone Cul-
tural Centre, and officers and staffs 
of Raj Bhavan.

Speaking about the importance 
of Yoga, Acharya stated as invalu-
able gift of India’s tradition. It is a 
preventive and curative science 
which does not have any side ef-
fects to the body. Yoga started in 
India and now it is practiced all 
over the world for the benefit it 
provides, he added.  
NCC: The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) Girl observed International 
Day of Yoga in all districts of Naga-
land on Thursday. The event was 
centrally coordinated by a Naga 
Girls Battalion NCC of Kohima 
conducted at 17 different schools 
and colleges across the state. Up-
dates on Thursday stated that it 
has recorded as the largest yoga 
performance. The cadets also 

performed the asanas according 
to the common yoga protocol 
given by the Ministry of Ayush. The 
event was conducted for an hour 
duration in which all the cadets 
participated.
Assam Rifles: The headquarter of 
IGAR (North) and all its battalions 
commemorated the International 
Yoga Day by conducting Yoga ses-
sions at 80 locations in all districts 
of Nagaland. About 15, 000 troops 
along with its families, students, 
and locals from neighbouring vil-
lages participated. A press release 
from the AR informed on Thursday.
Spear Corps:  In keeping with the 
spirit of the International Yoga Day, 
the Spear Corps of the Indian Army 
also participated. All units and 
formations of the corps conducted 
a mass Yoga sessions at respective 
location including those in re-
mote and far-flung areas. Over 10, 
000 individuals from Spear Corps 
participated in the event at their 
respective locations in the Corps 
Zone

In the event organised at Ran-
gapahar Military Station in Di-

mapur, over 500 persons partici-
pated. Lieutenant General Gopal 
R graced the event and motivated 
Yoga enthusiasts of the Corps. 
BSF: The 111 Battalion of the Bor-
der Security Force celebrated the 
International Day of Yoga at BN HQ 
Satakha under the supervision of 
its Commandant Sanjeev Sharma. 
Civil personnel including school 
children of Satakha town and ex-
service men took part in the yoga. 
Schools and colleges: Various 
schools and colleges in the state 
celebrated the 4th International 
Day of Yoga. Institutions that ob-
served the day included Living-
stone Foundation Higher Sec-
ondary School, Dimapur; Mar 
Gregorios Memorial College, Di-
mapur; Unity College in Dimapur; 
Heraka Vidya Bharati School in 
Jalukie and others.
KVK: The Krishi Vigyan Kend-
ra of Phek and regional station, 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun of Porba 
celebrated the International Day 
of Yoga at its Training hall in Phek. 
The programme was graced by the 
village council chairman of Porba, 

Shekhozo. Also, head of KVK Phek, 
RK Singh appealed to the farmers 
to put yoga into practice in their 
daily routine.

Further, various organisations 
and agencies such as Janjati Shik-
sha Samiti and others celebrated 
the International Day of Yoga at 
different locations.
Mokokchung: Along with the rest 
of the world, the fourth Interna-
tional Day of Yoga was observed at 
Multi-Sports Complex in Mokok-
chung on Thursday with the ini-
tiative of the department of Youth 
Resource and Sports.

The session was led by Tovili 
Wati DOC Scout & Guides which 
was participated by 170 plus par-
ticipants from cadets of 25 Naga-
land (I) Coy NCC, Mokokchung 
and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 
(NYKS).

 The CO of the 25 Nagaland (I) 
Coy NCC, Col Vijay Ahlawat spoke 
on the event. He elaborated on the 
concept of Yoga and highlighted 
the importance of Yogic postures 
in maintaining a balanced and 
healthy life. 

get jobs. He challenged 
the students to be able 
to distinguish between 
being educated and be-
ing a learned person. Set 
benchmarks for their fu-
ture without allowing a 
place for mediocrity and 
be intellectual leavens in 
your institutions and the 
society that surrounds 
you, he told them.

Ozukum, who is a 
former president of the 
NSF, expressed appre-
ciation to the federation 
for consistently organis-
ing the felicitation pro-
gramme year after year 
and encouraging the stu-
dents. He said the event 
was not just a mere felici-
tation program but the 
highest honour the NSF 
confers to the students in 
recognition of their hard 
work and achievement.

NSF president, Keso-
sul Christopher Ltu, in 
his brief address con-
gratulated the toppers 
and remarked that their 
achievement in the HSLC 
was a starting point of 
their future. He also ex-
pressed concern on the 

surge in the number of 
educated unemployed 
youth in the state. 

“There is a serious 
threat to our future be-
cause with the declara-
tion of every gradua-
tion and post graduation 
results, instead of pro-
gressing, we are accu-
mulating more and more 
educated unemployed 
y o u t h .  O u r  m i n d s e t 
needs to be changed,” 
Ltu said.

The student leader 
called upon the students 
to work hard and study 
hard, so that they can be 
a source of employment 
and revenue for the Na-
gas. He encouraged them 
to become employers 
and not confine them-
selves as employees.

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, top 8 position 
holder, Neingusanuo Kire 
from Northfield school 
Kohima delivered a brief 
speech on behalf of the 
toppers. She attributed 
the success to guidance 
from teachers, support 
from church and par-
ents. Earlier, pastor of 
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Kohima, June 21 (EMN): 
T h e  Na g a  St u d e n t s’ 
Federation (NSF) today 
honoured Naga students 
who topped the High 
School Leaving Certifi-
cate (HSLC) examination 
2018 at a function held in 
hotel Japfü Kohima.

Among 37 students 
who secured the top 20 
positions in the HSLC 
this year, 18 are Naga.

Minister  for  Pub-
lic Works Department, 
Tongpang Ozukum who 
graced the federation’s 
annual calendar event 
as the guest speaker, 
while lauding the top-
pers, exhorted them to 
mark their present suc-
cess as a stepping stone 
to achieve greater feats 
in their future. 

“Success is not a des-
tination but a continu-
ous journey,” the young 
legislator stated and en-
couraged the students 
not to be complacent 
with what they have just 
achieved as such an atti-
tude could be the down-
fall of their academic 
careers. He advised them 
to give their best in what-
ever they choose to do, 
with the aim to master 
the field of their choice.

Pointing out that the 
state has registered over 
70,000 educated yet un-
employed youth during 
the previous year, Ozu-
kum voiced concern that 
the number will grow but 
not every one of them will 

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
The minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change, CM Chang has 
encouraged Peren forest 
division staffs to go for 
more plantations and 
said that the department 
should acquire land for 
plantation.

The minister stated 
this during his visitation 
to the Peren forest divi-
sion on June 18 where he 
also inaugurated Forest 
Resource Centre at Jaluk-
ie. Updates on Thursday 
informed. 

During his visitation 
the Chang urged the staff 
to work hard and increase 
the government revenue. 
He added that in com-

munity land it is unable 
to implement forest acts 
and rules.

The Divisional Forest 
Officer (DFO) Dr. Sen-
titula spoke about the 
achievements of the di-
vision. She mentioned 
that this year has record-
ed the highest revenue 
earning as compared 
with the last five years 
data with an increase of 
INR 20 lakh. The DFO 
also said that the initia-
tive of the division for the 
year 2018-19 is to initi-
ate community develop-
ment through sustain-
able livelihood. 

Advisor to the depart-
ment of Under Devel-
oped Areas, Bongkhao, 

while congratulating the 
DFO staffs reminded that 
it is a blessing to work 
in the forest department 
and being so close to the 
nature. The interaction 
was followed by cere-
monial plantation in the 
range office complex.

During the visitation, 
the minister interacted 
with the staffs. He also 
visited central nursery 
plantation sites, office, 
and guest house. Further, 
Advisor to the prisons 
H Haiyong, officer on 
special duty to the chief 
minister, Limaonen, and 
former minister H Chuba 
Chang were among other 
dignitaries during the 
visitation. 

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): Advisor of 
the Department of Under Developed 
Areas (Duda), N Bongkhao Konyak 
has appealed to the public to cooper-
ate with the government and admin-
istration to bring peace and tranquil-
ity in the area. 

The Advisor made this appeal dur-
ing his visit to Aboi and Longching on 
June 20 to review security situation 
regarding the ambush on 40 Assam 
rifles patrol team near Aboi town on 
Sun. June 17, informed the Depart-
ment of Information and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) on Thursday.  

Konyak, during the visit, met with 
the non-governmental organisations 
leaders and administration of Aboi 
and Longching.  He iterated that 
he had come on behalf of the state 
government and elected members 
of Mon district to share the problems 
and fear of the people of Aboi and 
Longching. 

While appealing the public to 

cooperate with the government and 
administration to bring peace and 
tranquility in the area, the Duda 
Advisor asserted that the people 
should appeal to the National Social-
ist Council of Nagaland (K) to return 
to ceasefire in the greater interest of 
the Naga people.

The DIPR also informed that the 
advisor met with the bereaved family 
of sepoy Hungnga Konyak at Longch-
ing village, conveyed condolences 
and rendered financial help to the 
family.

Also, Konyak met with Major YK 
Lohani, 40 Assam Rifles at Aboi and 
appealed to love the people and work 
together with the administration 
and NGO leaders to bring peace and 
tranquility.   

Major YK Lohani also welcomed 
the advisor and said that he has more 
plan to work for the public as well as 
students of Aboi and Longching, the 
DIPR added. 

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
With an objective to pro-
vide hands-on training 
to the state government 
officials in Nagaland, the 
Government e-Market 
(GeM) of the Government 
of India will be organis-
ing two day training at 
Kohima on June 25 and 
26 at the directorate of 
Information Technology 
and Communication in 
Thizama. 

The resource persons 
for the workshop are Ra-
manathan V GeM MSP 
Training Team, Jayavadie-
lu Raja GeM MSP, Train-
ing Team Uday GeM MSP 
Training Team, Megha 
Chopra GeM MSP Mar-

keting Team.   
The Information Cell of 
Secretariat through a press 
note said that the informa-
tion was circulated by the 
Nagaland Chief Secretary 
Temjen Toy through an 
office memorandum. 

The press release in-
formed that the second 
half of the training would 
be used for registration of 
users on the portal as well 
as to familiarise the offic-
ers of the departments in 
the use of GeM portal.

In this regard the state 
secretariat has directed all 
departments of the state 
government to ensure that 
an officer not below the 
rank of Joint director along 

with a deputed drawal and 
disbursing officer to at-
tend the training.  

Further, it informed 
that details of the depart-
ments and officers with 
names and designation 
have to be intimated to the 
Finance Department on or 
before June 23 at findept@
gmail.com”. 

The press note also 
informed local produc-
ers and entrepreneurs in-
terested in getting them-
selves registered on the 
GeM portal to attend the 
afternoon sessions on any 
of the two days, with prior 
intimation to Finance De-
partment at the stated 
mail address. 

Lotha AG church Kohima, 
Khonbemo Ngullie of-

fered prayers for the top-
pers and the programme.
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Guwahati, June 21 (PTI): Timely 
execution of central projects in 
the North East was critical for 
the overall economic and social 
development of the region, Un-
ion Minister of state for Statistics 
and Programme Implementation 
Vijay Goel said here today.

The centre was implement-
ing 44 projects worth more than 
Rs 50,000 crore in the North East 
and timely completion was of 
utmost importance to ensure 
development, the Minister told 
reporters after reviewing the 
progress of central sector infra-
structure projects In Road and 

transport, Petroleum and Natural 
Gas and railway sectors.

The Ministry reviews projects 
worth over Rs 150 crore and Goel 
held review meetings with senior 
officials of the NHAI, Oil India 
Limited, North East Frontier Rail-
ways and the state government.

Referring to the road sector 
projects being implemented 
by NHAI, the minister said the 
officials have pointed out that 
there was delay in completion 
of the projects due to natural 
calamities.

“I have asked the officials to 
separate the problematic areas 

and go ahead with the comple-
tion in the other areas”, he added.

The NHAI has completed 607 
km out of total 619 km in Assam 
but due to public opposition, toll 
plazas have not started collection 
leading to losses of Rs 20 to 25 
crore of revenue per month.

“I have urged the officers of 
both central and state govern-
ments to sort out the issue of set-
ting up the toll plazas to generate 
both revenue and employment”, 
the minister said.

The Minister also reviewed 
the railways’ 176 km New Bon-
gaigaon-Goalpara-Kamakhya 

Doubling Project which may be 
delayed due to delay in getting 
earth cutting permissions on 
private land from district authori-
ties.

“I have requested the state 
government to take a holistic 
review of the whole procedure 
so that the process could be 
simplified wherever possible”, 
he added.

The Minister also reviewed 
the Rs 571.66 crore Augmenta-
tion of Pumping Capacity of 
Barauni-Bongaigaon Phase II 
project being implemented by 
Oil India Limited.

“There is no constraint in the 
project which is running as per 
schedule and once completed, 
it will enable Guwahati Refinery 
to receive more imported crude 
for processing purposes”, Goel 
added. 

The Union Minister said that 
the centre would provide full sup-
port to the projects and stressed 
the need for regular meetings of 
the Central Sector Project Coor-
dination Committee (CSPCC) 
under the Assam Chief Secretary 
to look into and resolve the prob-
lems faced by Central sector PSUs 
in the state.

Guwahati, June 21 (PTI): Assam government has dis-
missed 13 arrested state civil services officers for their 
alleged involvement in the Assam Public Service Commis-
sion (APSC) cash-for-job scam, official sources said today.

The dismissed officers were undergoing probation 
when they were arrested in November last. They are cur-
rently lodged in Guwahati Central Jail.

The officers are Nishamoni Deka, Rumi Saikia, Ra-
jarshi Sen Deka, Geetali Doley, Dipak Khanikar, Dwit-
hun Borgoyary, Pallabi Sarma Choudhury, Debajit Bora, 
Anirudha Roy, Himangshu Choudhury, Kunal Das, Kamal 
Debnath and Badrul Islam Choudhury, the sources said.

All these officers have been accused of bribing former 
APSC Chairman Rakesh Pal, who is also currently in jail, 
and using unfair means in the examination to qualify for 
the state civil services.

Among the arrested is former Congress minister Nila-
mani Sen Deka’s son, Rajarshi Sen Deka.

Agartala, June 21 (IANS): The Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT), the junior 
ally of ruling BJP, will hold demonstrations 
across the state in August to spearhead its 
demand for a separate state, a party leader 
said on Thursday.

“We will organise sit-in-demonstra-
tions all over Tripura on August 23 in 
support of our demand for a separate 
state and withdrawal of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016,” IPFT Vice Presi-
dent Ananta Debbarma told the media.

He said: “We would continue our 
agitation in the state to highlight the two 
important demands.”

The IPFT has been agitating since 
2009 for a separate state to be carved out 
by upgrading the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council (TTAADC), 
which has jurisdiction over two-thirds of 
the state’s 10,491 sq km area, home to over 
12,16,000 people, mostly tribals.

Most political parties, including the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, the Com-
munist Party of India-Marxist, Congress 
and even the Indigenous Nationalist Party 
of Tripura, have rejected the IPFT demand, 

saying it was not practical to divide the 
small state. The IPFT, a tribal-based party, 
forged alliance with the BJP before the Feb-
ruary 18 Assembly polls and secured eight 
seats in the 60-member assembly. 

IPFT President Narendra Chandra 
Debbarma and General Secretary Mevar 
Kumar Jamatia are cabinet ministers in the 
nine-member council of ministry headed 
by Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb.

Debbarma said that the proposed 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016 would 
jeopardise tradition and customs besides 
demographic positions of the indigenous 
people not only in Tripura but also in the 
entire northeastern region comprising 
eight states.

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016, introduced in the Lok Sabha in 2016, 
seeks to enable Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians who have fled 
to India from Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh without valid travel docu-
ments or those whose valid documents 
expired in recent years to acquire Indian 
citizenship through the process of natu-
ralisation. 

Guwahati, June 21 (PTI): 
Six ULFA(I) militants today 
surrendered before the po-
lice along with sophisticat-
ed arms and ammunition 
in Assam, Director General 
of Police, Kuladhar Saikia 
said here.

The militants, mem-
bers of the outfit’s Arakkan 
camp along the Myanmar-
Arunachal Pradesh border, 
had contacted the police 
in Tinsukia and expressed 
their desire to surrender as 
they were fed up with the 
United Liberation Front of 
Asom (ULFA) leadership, 
Saikia told reporters here.

The militants were 
brought to Guwahati 
where the Special Branch 
would conduct their de-
tailed examination as per 
the Centre’s recent surren-
der policy.

According to the pre-

liminary report, the mili-
tants have been in the out-
fit for quite some time and 
had cited dissatisfaction 
with the leadership as the 
primary reason for leaving 
the outfit and returning to 
the mainstream, the DGP 
said.

“ The ULFA(I) cadres 
were fed up with the ac-
tivities of their leaders like 
kidnapping of indigenous 
workers of tea gardens, de-
stroying the tea industry in 
Assam through extortions, 
difficulties faced in Myan-
mar and scant regard of 
the leaders to resolve their 
problems”, Saikia said.

Besides, the cadres 
found it difficult to make 
an entry into Assam from 
the camps due to sus-
tained presence of security 
forces along the border, he 
added.

Agartala, June 21 (IANS): 
Congress-turned-BJP legis-
lator Biswabhandu Sen was 
on Thursday was elected 
the Deputy Speaker of the 
Tripura assembly unop-
posed. After question hour, 
Speaker Rebati Mohan Das 
announced the election of 
Sen to the post as no other 
nomination was filed.

Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb, Education, 
Law and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Ratan Lal 
Nath and Leader of the Op-
position Manik Sarkar con-
gratulated Sen, appreciat-
ing his record as a legislator. 

Sen was elected to the 
assembly from Dharmana-
gar assembly constituency 
in northern Tripura in 2008 
and 2013 on a Congress 
ticket, but subsequently 
joined the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) ahead of the Feb-
ruary 18 election, and was 
re-elected as its candidate.

Itanagar, June 21 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh today 
celebrated International 
Yoga Day by organizing 
sessions in various parts of 
the state.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu along with Home 
Minister Kumar Waii and 
other cabinet colleauges 
joined a yoga session or-
ganized at 1st Arunachal 
Pradesh Police Battalion at 
Chimpu, near here, while 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein joined the 
session along with BJP state 
unit president Tapir Gao at 
Indira Gandhi Park here.

Addressing the par-
ticipants of the session, 
Khandu appealed the peo-
ple to practice yoga regu-
larly for a healthy life.

“Yoga is useful to release 
stress, particularly for the 
government employees 
who could not manage time 
to take rest,” Khandu said 
and lauded the state unit 
of Patanjali Yog Samiti for 
organizing the event.

He also urged the peo-
ple to practice yoga for at 
least a few minutes eve-
ry day. Exercise not only 
ensures a healthy life but 
also strengthen mind and 
prevents diseases, Khandu 
said, and added that yoga is 
the panacea of all diseases.

The chief minister also 
lauded the initiative of Gov-
ernor Brig (Retd) Dr B D 
Mishra for directing all the 
deputy commissioners of 
various districts through 
video conferencing to or-
ganize Yoga Day in their 
respective districts.

State Assembly Speaker 
T Norbu Thongdok led the 
yoga session at Banquet 
Hall here while sessions 
were also organized in var-
ious schools of the state 
where large number of stu-
dents participated.

Imphal, June 21 (IANS): 
The International Day of 
Yoga was celebrated in Ma-
nipur on Thursday with 
leaders, common people 
and students performing 
‘asanas’ at several places.

Chief Minister N. Bi-
ren Singh, who performed 
yoga at  the Khuman 
Lampak Sports Complex 
here, underlined the sig-
nificance of physical and 
mental health for a healthy 
and peaceful life.

He said drugs and other 
intoxicants were veering 
the society to a dangerous 
direction. “All of us should 
strive for mental and physi-
cal health through regular 
yoga exercises.”

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Y. Joykumar, who per-
formed yoga in Sagolband, 
said yogic exercises were 
good for physical health 
and peace of mind. 

A large number of po-
lice and CRPF personnel 
also performed yoga ex-
ercises in Thoubal, Teng-
noupal, Bishnupur and 
other districts. Several 
educational institutes also 
organised yoga demon-
strations.

Agartala, June 21 (IANS): 
Thousands of people, men and 
women, young and old, VIPS 
and commoners, on Thursday 
observed the fourth Interna-
tional Yoga Day in Tripura by 
practising yoga across the state 
-- both in rural areas and cities.

The main function was 
held at Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council 
(TTAADC) headquarters in 
Khumulwng, 30 kms north of 
here.

Prominent among those 
who performed yoga asanas 
in separate events were Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb, 
Education and Law Minister 

Ratan Lal Nath, the council 
of Ministers, Union Minister 
of State for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Anupriya Patel, 
Chief Executive Member of the 
TTAADC Radhacharan Deb-
barma, Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Sunil Deodhar, 
Chief Secretary Sanjeev Ran-
jan and Director General of 
Police Akhil Kumar Shukla. 
Addressing the media after the 
function, Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi sleeps for only 
four hours out of the 24 in a day 
and works the rest of the day, 
setting an exemplary example 
for others.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 21 (EMN):  The 4th International 
Yoga Day was celebrated in various parts of Karbi 
Anglong on June 21 Thursday. 

In Diphu, the yoga day was jointly organ-
ised by the District Administration and District 
Health Society.  CEM of KAAC Tuliram Ronghang 
along with various leaders of department took 
part in the observation. 

CEM Ronghang said that yoga is essential in 
keeping the mind, body and soul at a balance. 
He said to popularise yoga worldwide is impor-
tant and that everyone should practice yoga as it 
gives strong stability for the body, mind and soul. 

The CEM with his wife Kache Teronpi took 
part took part in the yoga practice initiated by  
the Art of Living Vishnu Prakash.

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
The Assam Rifles of HQ 
DGAR conducted a mass 
yoga demonstration its 
sports complex at Laitkor 
in Shillong on Thursday 
to commemorate the 4th 
International Day of Yoga. 
A press release from the 
Assam Rifles informed on 

June 21 Thursday.
According to the re-

lease, the Assam Rifles was 
nominated as nodal cen-
tre of Central Armed Police 
Forces by the ministry of 
Home Affairs for conduct-
ing Yoga celebrations at 
Shillong. Yoga instructors 
from Patanjali Yogpeeth 

and Assam Rifles Training 
Centre and School con-
ducted the yoga session. 
Personnel from Border 
Security Force, Central 
Reserve Police Force, and 
Central Industrial Security 
Force besides officers and 
troops of Assam Rifles 
participated in the event.

The Assam Rifles also 
conducted Yoga session 
for students and National 
Cadet Corps of Assam Ri-
fles Public School at the 
school premises at Laitkor. 
It was conducted with an 
aim to inculcate a habit 
of yoga as part of daily 
regime among the youth, 
it added.

Mirror Crossword 1856sud0ku 1696
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1855

ACROSS
1. Brazilian ballroom dance
6. Dutch cheese
10. Inventor of the polio vaccine
14. Also known as
15. Ancient Roman garment
16. ____ Bator, Mongolia
17. Was not (contraction)
18. Tills
19. Spanish for “Crazy”
20. Place where an ill employee 

may rest
22. Method of printing
24. Cylindrical bars
25. Removes
26. 70s singing family
29. “Inter-____”
30. Ring (a bell)
31. Decorative room painting
37. US symbol
39. Historical period
40. Detection technology
41. Intersect
44. Memo
45. Marine gull-like bird
46. A geological epoch in the 

Paleozoic Era
48. Expertise
52. Haughty manners
53. Bring in
54. Without recourse
58. Comedian ____ Sahl
59. Helicopter inventor ____ 

Sikorsky
61. Pertaining to the ebb and flow 

of oceans
62. Great Lake
63. Typeface
64. Swelling under the skin
65. Collections
66. Hindu system of meditation
67. Revive or restore 

DOWN
1. Wood cutting tools
2. Jai ____, sport
3. Miscellaneous (abbrev.)
4. Provides financial backing

5. _____omy = study of the stars
6. Community spirit
7. Grim fate or destiny
8. Mature
9. Relating to Freemasonry
10. Indicating sulfur
11. Shad fish
12. Tied or fastened 
13. Speed in nautical miles
21. Probabilities
23. Natural talent
25. Forearm bones

26. Oil cartel
27. Char
28. Wise men
29. _____autics = science of 

flight
32. Cloth used in towels
33. Overwhelming victory
34. False god
35. International organization
36. Became larger
38. A class of organic compounds
42. Formally attest

43. Slide unintentionally
47. Urinary tract
48. Silent actors
49. Italian for “Love”
50. Small diagonal spar
51. Carries
52. Heart artery
54. ____ Kong
55. Biblical garden
56. Identical
57. Shredded cabbage
60. Sticky stuff

solutions to suD0ku 1695

Timely execution of Central projects critical 
to NE economic development — Goel

13 arrested Assam 
Civil Services officers 
removed from service

BJP-ally IPFT for separate 
state for Tripura tribals

Six ULFA(I) militants 
surrender before 
police in Assam

BJP’s Sen 
elected Tripura 
Deputy Speaker

De-stress by 
practicing 
yoga every 
day — Khandu

Manipur 
celebrates 
Yoga Day

Tripura celebrates Yoga Day with zealTo popularise yoga worldwide 
is important — Ronghang

AR celebrates yoga day at Laitkor

International Yoga day observed across NE

The staffs and officials of Northeast Frontier Railway (NF) seen performing yoga along with their families 
during the International Yoga Day. The event was conducted on June 21 Thursday at NF Railway Indoor 
Stadium at Maligaon in Assam. The event was inaugurated jointly by its general manager, Sanjiv Roy, and 
its construction general manager NK Prasad, by lighting a lamp.

When mind meets body



LOST NOTICE
Lost HSLC Admit  

Card 2010
Name: Kunoli K Kiba

Fathers Name: Kotovi Kiba
Mothers Name: Hotoli 

Kiba
Roll No: 1080192
D.O.B: 07/08/95

Year of Passing: 2010
School: Disney Home 
Academy old town 

Zunheboto D-
55
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st June’18

No: Rev-1/90-D/    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Mughavi Watso resident of  Dimapur who 
has applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.1237, Dag No. 715/1400 measuring an 
area 00-0-10 located at Block No/Village.11, Mouza 
No.01 which has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/
Society.
      Claim &Objection if any on the aforesaid land may 
be submitted in written in written in the court of the 
undersigned on or before 28.06.18.

NOTICE

D-
55

83Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                           Dated Kohima, the 18th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. ASMA BEGUM W/o LATE. HOITO SEMA, Pensioner resident 
of D.Block, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- 
Pension P.O. No. 111301626 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.10530639528 
SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 16.05.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2

60
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                                           Dated Kohima, the   th 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. NEILASIE-U W/O LT. AKUOLIE TSEIKHA, Pensioner resident 
of Phezoucha, New Sectt Area, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband-Pension P.O. No. NL/S/111300848 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C 
No.20060712452 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 19/05/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2

60
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Regd No.865/18
I PRATIK PATNI hereby declare 

that my father’s name has been 
mentioned as RAKESH KUMAR 
PATNI in my academic record and 

RAKESH PATNI in my Aadhar and 
Pan card. That both the name is one 

and same person. D-
55
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CHANGE OF NAME

Regd No.886/18
I RANJIT BHATTACHARJEE 

declare that my father’s name 
has been mentioned as RANJIT 
KR BHATTACHARJEE, R K 

BHATTACHARJEE and RANJIT 
KUMAR BHATTACHARJEE in some 

of my documents. That all the 3 names 
are of one and same person i.e me. D-

55
85

CHANGE OF NAME

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18

NO.M-197/18/1985-86    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti S. Tia Ao -Vrs- Longrem Aier resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Tia Ao
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 886
Dag No: 969, Area: 01B-00K-15 Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18 

NO.M-198/18/1999-00    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti S. Tia Ao -Vrs- Saruba Aier resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Tia Ao
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 886
Dag No: 969, Area: 00B-04K-19Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18

NO.M-199/18/1997-98    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti S. Tia Ao -Vrs- Y. Amongla resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Tia Ao
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 886
Dag No: 41/969, Area: 00B-00K-14Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18

NO.M-196/18/1983-84    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti S. Tia Ao -Vrs- Imlilar Aier resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Tia Ao
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 886
Dag No: 41/969, Area: 00B-02K-02Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18 

NO.M-200/18/1995-96    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Ketoulhou. S. Paira -Vrs- Rachel resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ketoulhou. S. Paira
Village/Block No: Padampukhuri, Patta No: 1540
Dag No: 2049, Area: 00B-02K-18Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18 

NO.M-201/18/1993-94    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Alemtemsu Ozukum -Vrs- Akangyanger Jamir resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Alemtemsu Ozukum
Village/Block No: 01, Patta No: 193
Dag No: 17/239, Area: 00B-01K-13Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18 

NO.M-204/18/1987-88    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Lt. Angtoshi & Lt. Sentilemba Ao -Vrs- Bendang 
Ao resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Lt. Angtoshi & Lt. Sentilemba Ao
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 603
Dag No: 802, Area: 00B-03K-03Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18  

NO.M-202/18/1991-92    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Ketoulhou. S. Paira -Vrs- Khekaholi. Y. Sumi resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ketoulhou. S. Paira
Village/Block No: Padampukhuri, Patta No: 1540
Dag No: 2049, Area: 00B-01K-13Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21.06.18 

NO.M-203/18/1989-90    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Ketoulhou. S. Paira -Vrs- Mhademo. P. Murry resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 21.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ketoulhou. S. Paira
Village/Block No: Padampukhuri, Patta No: 1540
Dag No: 2049, Area: 00B-01K-15Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

ADVERTISEMENT
NO.TOUR/G-84/2013-2014/ 770   //  Dt. Kohima, 21st, June 2018

This is for the information of public that the Department of Tourism is organizing a one day 
workshop for Tourist Guides on 25th June, 2018 to be convened at the Conference Hall of the 
Directorate of Tourism. 

Interested candidates, Tourism stakeholders and those registered with the department are 
kindly requested to attend the workshop. Registration will start from 9:30 am onwards.

(AJANUO BELHO)
Jt. Director (Tourism)

KG-2603

AFFIDAVITRegd.No.2829/2018                                                             Dated: 21.6.2018
By this deed I, the undersigned JACKTO WOTSA (New Name) previously called JACKTO 
X WOTSA (Old Name), Audio Engineer (profession or vocation) and resident of H/No.1326, 
Jorapukhuri Colony, Purana Bazar-B, Dimapur, Nagaland-797112 declare:-
1. That for and on behalf of myself and my relatives and friends and remitter issue wholly 

renounce/relinquish and abandon the use of my former name/surname of JACKTO X. 
WOTSA and in place thereof I do hereby assume from this date the name/surname of 
JACKTO WOTSA and so that I and my relatives, friends and remitter issue may hereafter be 
called, known and distinguish not by my former name/surname, but assumed name/surname 
of JACKTO WOTSA. 

2. That for the purpose of evidencing such my determination declare that I shall at all times 
hereafter in all records, deeds and writings and in all proceedings, dealings and transactions, 
private as well as upon all occasions whatsoever use and sign the name of JACKTO 
WOTSA as my name/surname in place and in substitution of my former name/surname. 

3. That I expressly authorize and request all persons in general and relatives and friends in 
particular, at all times hereafter to designate and address me my relatives , friends remitter 
issue by such assumed name/surname of JACKTO WOTSA accordingly.  

4. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my former and adopted name/surname of 
JACKTO X. WOTSA and JACKTO WOTSA affix my signature and seal, if any, this 21st 
day of June 2018. 

Name: JACKTO WATSO
Address: H/No. 1326, Jorapukhuri Colony.
Purana Bazar-A,
Dimapur: Nagaland-797112

K.TUNGOE
NOTARY PUBLIC

NagalandD-5582

AFFIDAVIT
DECLARATIONRegd. No.76/18                                                                                    Dated: 11.03.2018 

D-5577

I  Mr. Mhathung Ngullie S/o. Shri. Nzio Ngullie, R/o. Tourist Lodge Colony, 
Wokha, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm an oath as follows:-
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of Indian and belong to the Lotha, Naga Tribe.
2. That my name has been erroneously entered/record as ‘MHATHUNG.N. 

NGULLIE’ in my certificate of qualification (NBSE) records, date of 
birth as 26/08/1994 as well as identification mark as a mole on the left 
check. Hence, the entry of my name as MHATHUNG N. NGULLIE and 
MHATHUNG NGULLIE corresponds to the same meaning and my date 
of birth be use as 26/08/1993 and identification mark as a mole on the right 
Arm.

3. The above name MHATHUNG N. NGULLIE name MHATHUNG 
NGULLIE belongs to one and the same person.

4. That this affidavit shall be used as a piece of evidence in reference to the 
above paragraphs for all my official purposes, correspondences and records 
and is made for the purpose of any complications that may arise in future 
with regard to my name.

5. That I verify that the contents of this affidavit are true to the best of my 
knowledge and nothing material has been concealed thereof and I sign this 
affidavit before the competent authority at Wokha on this 19th day of March, 
2018.

DEPONENT
Oren Humtsoe
NOTARY PUBLIC, Nagaland

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th June’18 

No.M- 183/18/1863-64    Notice is hereby given to Shri/Smti 
Lily (Nganuo) -Vrs- H. Vikishe Chophy  resident of  Lhomithi Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rules 50 & 51 of 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of  
land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should be 
submitted to this Court in written on or before ………….
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Lily (Nganuo)
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 911
Dag No: 262/1014, Area: 00B-01K-00Ls
North: Lily, South: Lamka, East: N. Rio Fishery, 
West: Approach Road

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th June’18

No. M-185/18/1875-76   Notice is hereby given to Shri 
Keikhamang Daimei -Vrs- Shri. Khekugha Sumi  resident of  Signal 
Bosti Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rules 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of  land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should be 
submitted to this Court in written on or before 20.6.19.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Keikhamang Daimei
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1629
Dag No: 1138/1810, Area: 00B-01K-02Ls
North: Agonglu, South: Approach Road, 
East: Kran, West: Dalpong

NOTICE

D-
55

79

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th June’18

No. M-191/18   Notice is hereby given to Shri/Smti K. Saku 
Jamir -Vrs- Aotemsu Jamir  resident of Aoyimti Town/Village in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rules 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of  land described 
in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should be 
submitted to this Court in written on or before ……………….
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: K. Saku Jamir
Village/Block No: Ekaranipathar, Patta No: 885
Dag No: 45/1052, 332/1053, Area: 01B-00K-17Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Subong Aier, 
East: App Road, West : Supong

NOTICE

D-
55

80

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th June’18   

No. M-190/18   Notice is hereby given to Shri/Smti K. Saku 
Jamir -Vrs- A.Limasunep Jamir  resident of  ______ Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rules 50 & 51 of Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of  land described 
in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should be 
submitted to this Court in written on or before ………..
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: K. Saku Jamir
Village/Block No: Ekaranipathar, Patta No: 885
Dag No: 45/1052, 332/1053, Area: 00B-03K-19Ls
North: App Road, South: Limatemsu, 
East: Aotemsu, West: Imasong

NOTICE

D-
55

81

Sd/- 
T .Mar Pongener 
R/o Duncan Basti 

Dimapur, Nagaland.

LOST NOTICE 
It is for general information to all concerned that the 
Original Certified True Copy Jamabandi bearing Patta 
No.-231,under Dag No.-321,Mouza No-2, under Block 
No.-09,measuring an area of 00B-02K-02L (562 Sq mtrs) 
,situated at Dimapur Town standing in the name of Shri T 
Mar Pongener  S/o A.Teka Pongener  of Duncan Basti, 
Dimapur, Nagaland has been lost and/or misplaced while 
the same was in the custody of the United Bank of India, 
Dimapur Branch, Dimapur, Nagaland and the same is 
not traceable after all due diligent efforts. 
Date: 22-06-2018  

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th June’18

No. M-185/18/1875-76   Notice is hereby 
given to Shri/Smti H. Shou Khiamniungan -Vrs- Wangshikumla 
Imson resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rules 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of  land described in the schedule 
below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land if any and should 
be submitted to this Court in written on or before 20.07.19.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: H. Shou Khiamniungan
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 949
Dag No: 67/1454, Area: 01-00-12

NOTICE
D-

55
87
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Dr. Uday kumar Ranga with research team

Scientists figure out why HIV-
1C subtype replicates faster

New Delhi, June 21 (India 
Science Wire): A team of 
scientists from India and 
America have figured out 
why HIV-1C subtype is 
more prevalent than oth-
er subtypes of the virus.

The human immu-
nodeficiency virus con-
sists of two types HIV 1 
and 2 and each one of 
them has manysubtypes. 
Of them, HIV-1C alone 
causes half of all the HIV 
infections globally and 
nearly all in India. 

Re s e a rc h e r s  h a v e 
found that HIV-1C can 
efficiently duplicate an 
important region of its 
genome to replicate fast-
er unlike other subtypes. 
HIV-1C duplicates a re-
gion of its Gag protein 
called PTAP domain to 
make two copies of this 
domain. 

The study was con-
ducted in a group of HIV 
positive persons in In-
dia. It was found that 
viral strains of HIV-1C 
containing two PTAP do-
mains could dominate 
viral strains containing 
only one PTAP domain 

in the blood of eight per-
sons during follow up.

 “ T h i s m o l e c u l a r 
trick may have given 
HIV-1C a big replication 
advantage over others. 
Given the dynamic na-
ture of viral evolution, 
this trick may be trans-
mitted to other slow-
witted cousins through 
‘viral recombination’ 
and may make this new 
molecular trick a univer-
sal problem,” explained 
Dr.UdaykumarRanga, 
a scientist at Jawaha-
rlal Nehru Centre for 
Ad v a n c e d  S c i e n t i f i c 
Re s e a rc h  ( J N C A S R ) , 
Bangalore, who led the 
study.

Dr.ShahidJameel, a 
virologist and CEO of 

Wellcome Trust DBT In-
dia Alliance, who was 
not associated with this 
study, pointed out that 
“HIV shows high degree 
of sequence variation, 
making it both an in-
teresting virus to study 
and a difficult one to 
control through vaccines 
and drugs.”Dr.Akhil C. 
Banerjea, Emeritus Pro-
fessor at the National 
Institute of Immunology 
commented that “the 
researchers have found 
a new motif in HIV that 
may explain why sub-
type C can multiply at 
a faster rate. This study 
will also allow targeting 
this motif to control viral 
replication.”

The research team 

included Shilpee Shar-
ma, P.S. Arunachalam, 
Malini Menon, J. Jebaraj, 
Shambhu G.,  Chaitra 
Rao, Sreshtha Pal and 
UdaykumarRanga ( JN-
CASR); V. Ragupathy, I. 
Hewlett (Center for Bio-
logics Evaluation and Re-
search, USA); Ravi Vijaya 
Satya (GRAIL Inc, USA);S. 
Saravanan, K. G Muru-
gavel, P. Balakrishnan 
and (late) S. Solomon 
(Y.R. Gaitonde Centre for 
AIDS Research and Edu-
cation, Chennai). This 
work was supported by 
Department of Science 
and Technology (DST). 
The researchers have 
published their findings 
in the Journal of Biologi-
cal Chemistry. 
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Crumbling of Indian 
Coalition Politics 
Is India fit for coalition politics? There is nothing 

new in this question. This very question is being 
asked since the late seventies when the coun-

try first got a taste of coalition politics. Today the 
question has become more pertinent as one after 
another coalition experiments are meeting failures. 
The other day as coalition partner Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) withdrew support, Jammu Kashmir had 
to be put under Governor’s rule. Before that Telegu 
Desham (TDP) walked out of National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) though it did not result in the col-
lapse of the central government. Down west, BJP’s 
oldest ally Shiv Sena has already announced that 
it would not continue its alliance with the saffron 
party after 2019. In Assam, BJP-Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) government is on shaky grounds over the 
proposed amendment in country’s Citizenship law. 
Both the BJP and Akali Dal are waiting for an ap-
propriate moment to announce the end of their alli-
ance in Punjab. This is the track record of BJP which 
is in power at the Centre and ruling 19 states with 
its allies.

One the other hand, the track record of opposi-
tion parties is equally bad, if not worse regarding 
alliances. The new found friendship between Sa-
majbadi Party (SP) and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
is nothing but an act of survival. Till the last Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elections in 2017, these two par-
ties were engaged in bitter fight in the State. But 
after being buried under BJP onslaught in the said 
election, now the two parties have joined hands to 
defeat BJP. This alliance has tasted success in three 
Lok Sabha byelections too. But everyone knows that 
the alliance will not last long as it has been formed 
just to oust BJP from power. Similar developments 
were witnessed in Karnataka. To keep BJP out of 
power, Congress and Janata Dal (Secular) formed 
an hurried alliance to rule the State even after level-
ling all sorts of allegations against each other during 
campaigning. Now the effort is on to form a pan-
India alliance against BJP. The opposition parties 
may enter in to such an alliance before general elec-
tions in 2019, but clearly it will be an opportunistic 
partnership with the sole aim to defeat BJP and grab 
power at the Centre.

We all know the fate of such experiments. Start-
ing from 1979, no such experiments achieved any 
success. In 1989, V. P. Singh Government lasted only 
for 17 months. Chandrasekhar Government lasted 
for an even shorter period. The story is similar with 
H. D. Devegowda and I. K. Gujral Governments too. 
Both these governments lasted little over a year. 
In such a scenario, it would be an exaggeration to 
claim that coalition politics has made a successful 
entry into Indian politics. Rather, it had gifted India 
political uncertainty. In the nineties, Indian voters 
had to vote in four general elections. All these hap-
pened because parties with different ideologies and 
policies came together just to get a taste of power. 
But the lust for power is not enough to keep a coali-
tion intact forever. A coalition can only be success-
ful when there will be definite policies on how to 
run the country. Otherwise, any experiment with 
coalition is bound to fall sooner than later.

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Development is more talked than 
seen in our state. Where does 
the money pumped in leaks 

out? There is little development seen, 
especially in remote areas. Talks are in 
progress and the long wait for a solution 
seems the closest ever towards success.

At this critical juncture the vicious 
cycle of violence has raised its head once 
again and claimed life of fellow Naga from 
Konyak tribe. The recent attack in Mon 
dist has shaken the peace prevailing in the 
state. The preachers of violence have their 
vested interests to recreate the barbaric 

rule of the gun. The peaceful atmosphere 
is seen as a hindrance by the reckless 
perpetrators of violence. Is this the fight 
for the so called cause? Let us condemn 
these acts of jeopardizing our peaceful 
Nagaland. Time has come when we need 
to make our stand crystal clear, shun the 
gun and fight it out in the negotiations 
table. Acts of violence should not be 
tolerated in our peaceful, civilized society 
striving to attain a new order of peace and 
development.

Let us dedicate our energy, resources 
and focus on developing our homeland. 

Development in our state is in certain 
pockets whereas the remote areas remain 
untouched and out of reach. What we 
need is the wholehearted support of all 
to build roads, bridges, equip schools, 
provide electricity and medical care for 
those forgotten people. Let us not get 
swayed by a few hypocrites who are 
claiming to be fighting for the National 
Cause. Brethren, awake and arise to 
make this clarion call to unmask the 
masqueraders of violence. It is time 
to be firm and pragmatic and take the 
reins of the horse in our own hands and 

create and steer our destiny rather than 
leave it to a few. Be sensible, and let 
Nagaland travel on the path of sustainable 
development, leaving the gun culture 
behind. Infrastructure development, 
job creation, self sustained agricultural 
production and cottage and small scale 
industries are the buzz words to a better 
tomorrow. Let us pledge not to deviate 
from the path of development  and 
progress which will make our land and 
our people flourish and realise our true 
potential. 

sanghaiya123001@yahoo.com

A 
person who lives to be a blessing to others is 
a person who lives to be blessed. Its always a 
blessing to have a jolly person in our midst. 
And its always a blessing to have a likable 
person as a friend. Good people are hard to 

find but when such people comes along the way, praises 
are lavished  on the person on whom the virtues are 
evidenced.

Such people are a good influence on their peers and 
their fellow friends. They may be a man of few words but 
their actions speaks a lot of what they are. They make a 
lasting impact on all the people around them. They are 
liked and adored because of their graceful nature. We 
see many people who lives to please themselves. Such 
people are difficult to get along with. They are a liability 
to the society as a whole.

The more you cause people to sin the more he 
blessings will elude you. I will make myself comfortable 
and then think for the good of others is a notion which 
many follows. Seek a comfortable room for yourselves 
and then venture out to find one for your friend. The 
above sentence vividly portrays the trend which many 
indulge in. to make ourselves comfortable is the first 
priority we adopt. This is what keeps us imprisoned. 
Selfishness brings about restlessness, discontentment 
and dissatisfaction. It was what created our down fall 
but it will lead to our ruin if we are still controlled by 
it There are some who inspires us with their selfless 
nature. The life of Christ is what we should imitate. The 
way He lived impacted the lives of many. And the things 
He taught stirred the hearts of many towards the way of 
truth which was what He was. The whole contents of this 
sermon should be centred on Him because of the ex-
emplary life He lived. He lived what He preached. What 
is noteworthy is that many unbelievers lavished praise 
on Him because of the life He lived. The admiration and 
the appreciation that man has towards Him will be of no 
value if they fail to accept Him as their savior. What we 
have to be aware of is that He lived to be a blessing to 
many. Though He was hated by some religious leaders, 
He was still liked and loved by the ones who were faith-
ful to Him. What we see in His divine attribute is that He 
not only lived to be a blessing but He also died that we 
might be saved through Him. The people adored Him 
and the children liked Him because of His gentleness. 
Becoming what He was should be the ultimate goal of 
every believer. He was well liked because He lived  for 
the good of humanity. 

In all our walks of life if we live to be a blessing to 
others, we shall be blessed with a thousand fold bless-
ing or even more. Lead such good lives that you will be 
worthy of the kingdom of God. Be graceful in all that 
you do and receive the blessings of the people. You will 
not only be contented but you will also be at peace with 
your selves. When you become a ray of light to people, 
you will be blessed in all that you do. Care for the needy, 
love the sinners and be a source of inspiration to those 
who are in need of support. Pray that you might become 
like Him in all your walks of life. He wants you to be like 
Him. Be what He wants you to be. And you shall keep on 
receiving His blessings as you become more like Him. 
Shine for Jesus and let His love be made complete in 
you. The Church of Christ needs you as Christ wants us.

Ambrose .J. Chakre

I
ndia’s banking sector has been 
hogging the headlines for all the 
wrong reasons. It started with 
the mounting problem of non-
performing assets (NPAs) across 

banks; then came a revelation of sys-
temic fraud in the second-largest state-
owned bank; and most recently, top-
ping it all off are damning allegations of 
irregularities against the head of one of 
the largest private-sector banks.

All of these issues point towards a 
pandemic problem ailing the Indian 
banking sector, which cannot be re-
solved with quick-fix solutions.

The government’s response to the 
issue of bad loans has been to bail 
out the errant banks with taxpayer’s 
money. A massive recapitalisation plan 
of Rs 1.35 trillion was announced last 
year, bringing the total capital infusion 
into banks over the past decade to an 
astounding Rs 2.65 trillion. Clearly, 
such hand-outs only amount to value 
destruction on a colossal scale and go 
nowhere close to resolving the under-
lying problem that gives rise to the very 
problem of bad lending practices.

Meanwhile, the case of fraud at 
Punjab National Bank of Rs 110 bil-
lion, which involved the connivance 
of at least 54 employees over a period 
of time, is experiencing no headway 
either. The main perpetrator of the 
crime, Nirav Modi, has long fled the 
country. No penalty has been imposed 
on the bank yet and there has been no 
management shake-up as well. Even-
tually, it will be the taxpayers who will 
bear the cost of it all.

Finally, the latest case of alleged 
malpractice arising out of ICICI Bank 
involves a quid pro quo between its 

former MD and CEO, Chanda Koch-
har, and one of its borrowers, the Vide-
ocon Group, that has dealings with a 
firm promoted by Kochhar’s husband. 
A detailed investigation will bring more 
clarity, but there are obvious grounds 
for conflict of interests as Chanda Ko-
chhar herself sat on the committee that 
sanctioned loans to Videocon.

When the problems were just lim-
ited to bad loans and even the PNB 
fraud, most of the guns were trained at 
the inefficient working of the public-
sector banks. But after the ICICI case, it 
is evident that private sector banks fare 
no better. This is even more problem-
atic because public sector banks have 
an implicit assurance of having the 
government’s backing in times of un-
certainty. In case of private banks, even 
a small problem can trigger a panic as 
depositors begin to flee to government 
banks for safety. The banking system 
runs on people’s trust and if that is af-
fected in any way, the repercussions 
will be costly.

So, it has become all the more im-
portant to address the core issue ailing 
Indian banks. All of these three in-
stances are nothing more than a failure 
of governance on the part of the banks 
and their top management.

A major problem in Indian finan-
cial institutions is the lack of effective-
ness in supervisory oversight. The 
Board of Directors are usually meant 
to conduct supervisory duties in any 
corporate set-up, including banking, 
but in India they are hardly held ac-
countable for it.

In the United States, for instance, 
the central bank holds the power to 
dismiss a member of a bank board in 
case of misconduct, negligence or cor-
ruption. The boards of Indian compa-
nies similarly need to be held account-
able for their role in times when the top 

management is found to be engaged in 
dubious activities.

Historically, India has not held the 
boards to as much media and public 
scrutiny as it has done for the CEOs of 
any company. This is especially true 
for the independent directors on the 
board. Independent board members 
by definition need to stay independent 
of the influence of the CEO and be the 
de facto torchbearers of corporate gov-
ernance. A mechanism needs to be set 
up to make the board more account-
able in case of any wrongdoing by the 
top management.

On a related note, if the 2008 bank-
ing crisis taught us anything it is that 
a defined regulatory framework and 
swift corrective measures are extreme-
ly crucial. For instance, the United 
Kingdom has a separate regulatory au-
thority, the Financial Conduct Author-
ity, to oversee the behaviour of finan-
cial entities in the country. In May, the 
CEO of Barclays was fined a heavy sum 
by the body for trying to establish the 
identity of the whistleblower who had 
complained against him. Such sound 
regulation can strengthen the trust in 
the system and improve its resilience 
to momentary shocks.

India is undergoing a crisis of 
confidence in its banking system. In 
these bleak times lies an opportunity to 
unleash reforms and strengthen gov-
ernance. The government must refrain 
from temporary fixes like throwing 
more and more money at lenders. 
Such solutions only amount to kicking 
the can down the road. The real prob-
lem lies elsewhere.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness India. He can be con-

tacted at amit.kapoor@competitive-
ness.in and tweets @kautiliya. Chirag 

Yadav is senior researcher, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India).

C
hina, Britain and EU lamented 
on Washington’s decision to 
withdraw from the UN Hu-
man Rights Council as Western 
countries began looking for a 

substitute for the coveted seat.
US withdrew on Tuesday from what it 

called the “hypocritical and self-serving” 
forum over what it called chronic bias 
against its close ally Israel and a lack of re-
form after a year of negotiations.

Washington’s retreat, officially notified 
to the world body on Wednesday, is the 
latest US rejection of multilateral engage-
ment after it pulled out of the Paris climate 
agreement and the 2015 Iran nuclear deal. 
The US delegation’s seat was empty and the 
nameplate removed at the end of the day.

 “It is bad news, it is bad news for this 
council, it is bad news I think for the United 
Nations. It is bad news, I think for the 
United States, it is bad news for everybody 
who cares about human rights,” Slovenian 
President Borut Pahor told the 47-member 
forum in Geneva where the US seat was 
empty.

EU, Australia and Britain echoed his 
comments.

of collapse”.
Diplomats have said that the US with-

drawal could bolster Cuba, Russia, Egypt 
and Pakistan, which resist what they call 
UN interference in sovereign issues.

The Tibet Advocacy Coalition, whose 
activists seek to raise attention to the situ-
ation in the autonomous region, said in a 
statement that the US decision “will allow 
China much more room to obfuscate and 
undermine the UN human rights system”.

Now the Trump administration has 
formally sent notification of its decision, 
the UN General Assembly will organise 
elections for a replacement to assume the 
US term through 2019.

The Western group of countries in the 
council is expected to discuss the issue at 
their weekly meeting today, diplomats said.

When the council was created in 2006, 
US President George W. Bush’s administra-
tion shunned the body.

New Zealand, which stepped aside to 
allow US to win election to the Council in 
2009 under President Barack Obama, may 
be a good choice as a replacement, two 
diplomats said. “There would be a certain 
symmetry,” one told Reuters.

Canada and the Netherlands were 
other possibilities, although no country has 
stepped forward yet, they said.  (Reuters)

“We have lost a member who has been 
at the forefront of liberty for generations. 
While we agree with the US on the need for 
reform, our support for this Human Rights 
Council remains steadfast, and we will 
continue to advance the cause of reform 
from within its ranks,” Britain’s ambassador 
Julian Braithwaite said.

Bulgaria’s ambassador Deyana Kos-

tadinova, speaking on behalf of EU, said 
US had been a “strong partner” at the 
talks. Its decision “risks undermining the 
role of the US as a strong advocate and 
supporter of democracy on the world 
stage,” she added.

China’s foreign ministry expressed re-
gret, with state media saying the image of 
US as a defender of rights was “on the verge 

Are We Heading in the Right Direction?

Living 
to Be a 
Blessing

Crisis of Confidence in Banking System 
Provides an Opportunity to Unleash Reforms 

US Withdrawal Leaves a Vacuum at UN Human Rights Council
Stephanie Nebehay | thewire

Amit Kapoor & Chirag Yadav
IANS

Empty seats of US delegation are pictured one day after US announced their withdraw during a 
session of the Human Rights Council at UN in Geneva, Switzerland June 20, 2018. Credit: Reuters/Denis 
Balibouse

To remain faithful where God has placed you, give 
Christ first place in your heart.

I
’ll never forget the time I had the privilege of sitting 
next to Billy Graham at a dinner. I was honored but also 
somewhat nervous about what would be appropriate to 
say. I thought it would be an interesting conversation 
starter to ask what he loved most about his years of 

ministry. Then I awkwardly started to suggest possible an-
swers. Was it knowing presidents, kings, and queens? Or 
preaching the gospel to millions of people around the world?

Before I had finished offering suggestions, Rev. Graham 
stopped me. Without hesitation he said, “It has been my 
fellowship with Jesus. To sense His presence, to glean His 
wisdom, to have Him guide and direct me—that has been 
my greatest joy.” I was instantly convicted and challenged. 
Convicted because I’m not sure that his answer would have 
been my answer, and challenged because I wanted it to be.

That’s what Paul had in mind when he counted his great-
est achievements to be of no worth compared to the “sur-
passing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippi-
ans 3:8). Think of how rich life would be if Jesus and our 
fellowship with Him was our highest pursuit.  

BIBLE READ:   PHILIPPIANS 3:7–14

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
I consider everything a loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
~ Philippians 3:8

Fellowship with 
Jesus

New Zealand along with Canada and the Netherlands are some of 
the possible candidates to fill the US’s vacant position at UNHRC, 
although no country has stepped forward yet
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Eucalyptus plant taking root on sand dunes near Lompoul. In an effort to prevent the desert from engulfing fertile land, the Government has 
undertaken tree-planting projects such as this with help from the UN Environment Programme and the UN Development Programme (UNDP). 
1983. Credit: UN, CC BY 2.0

A lecture hall at IIT Kharagpur. Credit: ambuj/Flickr, CC BY 2.0
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This is a fantastic day 
for you, Aries. You’ll have a great deal of physical 
power. Engage in activities that put this strength 
to good use. Tackle projects vigorously and feel 

free to speak up. Make sure that the whole world knows that 
you’re handling every task. People would be unwise to cross 
you today, because you have a great deal of warrior energy 
and won’t hesitate to strike back.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a good day to 
stand up for yourself and make it known that you 
aren’t a pushover, Taurus. Use the powerful energy 
of the day to follow through on projects that may 

have lost momentum. Pick up the reins and take control of the 
direction of your life. Feel free to be more aggressive than you 
normally would. Show others your incredible worth.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you want to shine 
brightly, Gemini, then do so. Maintaining balance 
includes sometimes being a bit selfish. Feel free to 
radiate your beauty to the world. If you aren’t in a 

situation that makes you happy, change the situation. There’s 
no reason for you to be miserable. Don’t allow yourself to be 
pushed around by other people’s whims. Be free, be yourself, 
even if it means you might create tension with others.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): People would be 
wise to get out of your way today, Cancer. You 
might find yourself feeling like a steam engine 
that’s stoked to the brim with fiery hot coals. 

You’re likely to be adamant about your course, and no one 
is going to be able to pull you off track. If people look care-
fully, they might even be able to see the steam coming out 
of your ears.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The fiery energy of the 
day is helping you press on with projects you 
have in the works. Set things in motion now, 
Leo. Move out of the background and onto cen-

ter stage. Your rocket is fueled and ready to take off. All you 
have to do now is ignite the engine. Use the power of your 
emotions to deliver a boost that will propel you to the stars.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might be charged 
with energy but feel you have nowhere to aim it, 
Virgo. The force is there, but the goal may not be. 
Talking with others may only confuse you. Listen 

to yourself. You know yourself better than anyone else does. 
You have nothing to fear. Don’t let doubt consume you. If 
it doesn’t seem like the right time to make a move, don’t 
worry. There’s nothing wrong with stillness.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Arguments that have 
been brewing are coming to a climactic point for 
you, Libra. Don’t be surprised if heated opposi-
tion rears its head today. This is likely a result of 

your own doing. Cycles of anger are reaching a critical point, 
and your stubborn character is butting heads with an equally 
strong force. Try not to take yourself too seriously. Life is 
meant to be fun. Our objective is to be happy.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  There is no need 
to frown when another person walks by just be-
cause you don’t know that person, Scorpio. You 
must break the habit of living your life in fear. Take 

active steps toward curing this trend by not stepping down 
when strong forces try to intimidate you with brute strength. 
Promote the picture of peace and serenity that you have inside 
your head. Bring out more of your inner self.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A blast of en-
ergy is headed your way today, Sagittarius. You’ll 
find that there is no shortage of adrenaline in your 
system. Don’t delay - there are opportunities now 

that may not be there for you later. Action is the name of the 
game. You’ll be noticed and properly rewarded for your ef-
forts. Your emotions have a great deal of strength now.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could run 
into some emotional roadblocks today, Capricorn. 
This could be due to a lack of honesty on your part. 
Make sure you’re sticking to the truth at all times. A 

strong, forceful energy could challenge your ego. Don’t be sur-
prised if this force is emotionally highly charged. Conflict is apt 
to result if you aren’t honest about your feelings as soon as they 
arise.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There is a fun-loving, 
boisterous energy to the day that should give you 
a great deal of power and self-confidence. You’ll be 
extremely effective in everything you put your hand 
to, Aquarius. Remember to love yourself and believe 

in the things you say and do. Generate passionate love from your 
heart. No one will be able to respond with anything but the same.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might be getting a 
bit forceful with your emotions today, Pisces. Don’t 
be surprised if you’re like a fire-breathing dragon 
when you speak. Sparks are apt to fly. Strong feel-

ings have been building up inside you. Now is the time to release 
them in all their intensity. People need to hear the things you 
have to say. You’re doing yourself and others a disservice by 
keeping it all bottled up inside.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The tipping point of a major ecological crisis is no longer in the future. It’s here and now
As India Runs Out of Water, Its Desertified Land Comes Into View

Do Most Graduates of Our Education System Not Contribute to the Economy?

I
s India turning into a desert? Was the week-long 
stranglehold of dust, heat and high humidity that 
north India witnessed last week a precursor to what 
is in store for us in the future?

Dust-laden winds from western India and the 
Thar desert blew across this region, making it difficult to 
breathe. Even the hill stations of Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand were not spared, with a pall of dust hanging 
over Shimla and Mussorie.

This stranglehold saw PM10 levels shoot up to 900 mg 
per cubic metre, way beyond emergency levels. The dou-
ble whammy of heat and dust will also have precipitated 
a surge in the incidence of respiratory disorders.

What has this got to do with desertification? Every-
thing. The Indian Institute of Meteorology has issued 
repeated warnings that the duration of dry spells in the 
country are set to increase. While the average annual 
rainfall will remain the same, it will come in short, heavy 
spurts as was witnessed in Uttarakhand in June 2013.

These drier spells and our inability to harness rainwa-
ter has already seen more than a quarter of the country 
become a desert. A study by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation, backed by satellite images, shows that over 
32% of India’s land is affected by degradation, of which 
desertification is the major component. This is a fright-
ening prospect because, in essence, fertile land is being 
converted into desert.

The figures speak for themselves. India’s total geo-
graphical area extends to 329 million hectares (Mha), of 
which 120 Mha is degraded. Rajasthan accounts for the 
most desertified land (23 Mha), followed by Gujarat, Ma-
harashtra and Jammu and Kashmir (13 Mha each) and 
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh (5 Mha each).

These findings have been seconded by Prakash Java-
dekar, who, when he was the environment minister, had 
said, “Land is becoming barren, degradation is happen-
ing. A lot of areas are on the verge of becoming deserts 
but it can be stopped.”

C.P. Rajendran, a senior scientist at the Jawaharlal Ne-
hru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bengaluru, 
warns that “things are looking very bad for India. The 
upper soil is being removed for construction and road 
building purposes and this is affecting our soil adversely.”

 “Earlier, soil loss was a slow process which took mil-
lions of years. Now, we have managed to change that in 
just a few decades, but the natural time for the soil to re-
gain what it loses is still as long. It is imperative that we 
need to stop this entire degradation process on a top pri-
ority basis,” he said.

The principal concern is that river basins, both big 
or small, contain little water. “Take any river basin and 
you will find water levels are diminishing rapidly,” Ra-
jendran explained. “The government has sanctioned 
the construction of several dams in Uttarakhand and 
the Himachal hills, which are destroying our rivers. With 
ground water levels falling, we are not going to be able to 
regain what we have lost.”

The NITI Aayog recently released a report titled ‘Com-
posite Water Management Index’, and it only serves to 
reiterate what activists have been complaining about for 
years. The report states, in unequivocal terms, that “India 
is undergoing the worst water crisis in its history. Already, 
more than 600 million people are facing acute water 
shortages. Critical groundwater resources – which ac-

count for 40% of our water supply — are being depleted 
at unsustainable rates.”

The report, released by the Minister of Water Resourc-
es, Nitin Gadkari, further warned that the crisis will only 
get worse because, by 2030, the country’s demand for 
water will be twice the available supply, creating a severe 
water crisis for millions of people.

If that is not dire enough, the report cites data by 
independent agencies to emphasise that 70% of water 
being used in India is contaminated, thus placing us in 
the 120th slot among 122 countries in the water quality 
index.

A UNESCO report, published ahead of World Water 
Day on March 22, should serve as another wake-up call. 
India is staring at a deepening water crisis with few steps 
being taken to ameliorate this bleak situation. It predicts 
an intensified water crisis across the nation by 2050, with 
many parts of central India battling a 40% withdrawal of 
renewable surface water resources.

The UNESCO report claims more than half our riv-
ers are heavily polluted. Even more alarming is that our 
groundwater resources contain metallic contamination 
and also contamination from improper disposal of hu-
man excreta.

Elaborating on this, the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) has in the last five years doubled the 
number of ‘polluted’ rivers from 121 to 275.

The report found that while Maharashtra had 49 pol-
luted river stretches, including Mithi, Godavari, Bhima, 
Krishna, Ulhas, Tapi, Kundalika, Panchganga, Mula-
Mutha, Pelhar, Penganga and Vaitarna, Assam ranked 
second at 28, Madhya Pradesh third with 21, Gujarat 20 
and West Bengal 17.

The situation is no better in the south, where the 
quantum of water in the main rivers, including the Goda-
vari, the Cauvery and the Krishna, has fallen drastically. 
The situation has now extended to central India, where 
fresh surface water resources are also being depleted. 
The Narmada river, considered one of the few rivers 
whose flows had been unaffected, has also been hit by a 
spree of dam construction.

Speaking on ground water depletion, S.K. Sarkar, a 
scientist at The Energy Resources Institute, Delhi, points 
out that the situation in Punjab, Haryana and Delhi is so 
severe that it carries the risk of salinity. This will signifi-
cantly impact the crops of millions of farmers who de-
pend for their survival on groundwater.

The CPCB has issued repeated warnings that if the 
situation is not reversed immediately, the “demand for 
freshwater for all uses will be unmanageable”.

Shimla reached this tipping point last month, when 
taps went dry for 12 days at the height of its tourist sea-
son. It was not just the residents who had to brace them-
selves for a waterless summer. Many forest fires around 
the city could not be put out because the municipal cor-
poration had no water. Finally, the state government had 
to put in a request for Indian Air Force choppers, which 
lifted water from the Gobind Sagar dam in Punjab to 
douse the flames.

Another factor feeding the spectre of increasing arid-
ity is rapid deforestation. For example, the forests of the 
Aravali hills protected the National Capital Region, in-
cluding Delhi, against the dust from Rajasthan.

But our political class and bureaucrats do not seem 
to realise the gravity of the situation. Despite the Aravali 
having been designated a Natural Conservation Zone, 

T
he 2018 report of Science and En-
gineering (S&E) Indicators is ex-
pected soon, at the time of writing 
this letter (note: it has since been 
published). In anticipation, I revis-

ited the 2016 report of Science and Engineer-
ing Indicators (SEI 2016). I was intrigued by 
the section titled: ‘Science and Technology 
in the World Economy/Workers with S&E 
Skills’, where a nation’s innovative capacity 
and economic competitiveness are linked to 
the number of workers with S&E skills.

To enable this, governments have made 
increased access to S&E-related post-sec-
ondary education a high priority. In 2012, the 
global estimate of first university degrees in 
S&E was about 6.4 million, with China (23%) 
and India (23%) accounting for almost half of 
these degrees. Another 21% was conferred in 
the European Union (EU), while the US ac-
counted for only 9%.

Moreover, India accounts for 29.3% of the 
global total of 13.6 million graduates with 
non-S&E first university degrees, a figure 
that I view with some cautious optimism: if 
true, it means that our higher education sys-

tem has been remarkably successful in 
increasing access to postsecondary edu-
cation across the board (i.e. both S&E 
and non-S&E).

However, does this translate to bet-
ter economic performance and better 
innovative capacity? Again, elsewhere 
in the same report we have data com-
piled of all S&E articles in all fields, by 
region, country and economy for the 
period 2000-2013 on a fractional count 
basis and nominal GDP, again by region, 
country and economy for the period 
1999-2015 in terms of millions of cur-
rent dollars.

This data can be rearranged as 
shown below, so that the world share 
of publications and the world share of 
nominal GDP can be compared to the 
world share of first university degrees 
awarded in 2012.

We can also propose leverage terms 
– that is, a world share of 100% nominal 
GDP is correlated to 20 million gradu-
ates to give a global leverage (norm) of 5 
and a world share of 100% R&D output is 
correlated to 6.4 million S&E graduates 
to give a global leverage (norm) of 15.6.

We can see from the table and the 

chart that the US and the and EU per-
form far above this global norm, while 
China and the rest of the world are virtu-
ally at the global norm.

India is performing at a fraction 
(approximately a tenth in the case of 
GDP) of what the norm could be. So, if 
the estimates in the SEI 2016 are cor-
rect, it could only mean that we have 
been miseducating the youth in a way 
that nearly 90% of our graduates neither 
contribute to the economy nor enable 
innovation.

Degrees in India are not without 
value and the SEI data allows this to be 
quantified. There is such unevenness 
that our higher education system has 
been largely ineffective in improving sci-
entific output in particular or economic 
output in general.

This article was originally published 
by Current Science and has been repro-
duced here with written permission.

Gangan Prathap is affiliated with 
the Vidya Academy of Science and 

Technology, Thrissur, and the A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam Technological University, 

Thiruvananthapuram.

environmentalists are crying wolf over the latest attempt 
to exclude a large swathe of forest land located east of the 
Surajkund-Badhkal road. Chetan Agarwal, an environ-
mental analyst, recently wrote to the National Capital Re-
gion Planning Board about how a vast track of 5,000 ha of 
Aravali land was not shown to be forest by the authorities, 
obviously keeping in mind the surging demand for real 
estate development.

 “We are facing an ecological crisis. Unless we come 
up with strategy to preserve our ecological resources 
which help provide water and livelihood security, we 
will see a worsening of the situation,” said Himanshu 
Thakkar, an environmental activist who heads the South 
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers and People.

Manoj Misra, another noted environmentalist and 
head of the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan, said, “While this 
plume of dust that spread over north India was transna-
tional and a sure sign of changing climate, I would like to 
point out that we need to go to the root of the problem. 
The tributaries of most of our rivers are dry. Despite this 
lack of water, hydro projects continue to be constructed 
without environmental clearances and without address-
ing issues of ecology, seismic concerns and their adverse 
environmental impacts.”

India does not have a specific legislative or policy 
framework to combat desertification. However, the con-
cern for arresting and reversing land degradation and de-
sertification is reflected in many policies and soil conser-
vation programs, but few of which are realised.

An eminent water conservationist and a Ramon 
Magsaysay Award recipient, Rajender Singh has also 
warned against the impending crisis. “We are facing se-
vere drought conditions across several states that include 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Neither the central nor 
state governments have come up with any long-term 
plan to tackle this situation,” he said.

He finds it ironic that, over the centuries, India had 
developed an expertise to manage drought and floods — 
both of which are two sides of the same coin.

 “Traditional, community-driven, time-tested mod-
els on how to handle drought as also our water resources 
which helped ensure that our rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
other water bodies remained intact over the centuries 
but these methods are being totally ignored today,” Singh 
said.

 “It is these areas of expertise that we should have 
promoted within India and across the globe. We were 
gurus in protecting wildlife and nature. Other countries 
could have learnt this knowledge from us. But in all these 
international meets, the only green technology being 
promoted are technology relates to energy efficiency, 
whereas our traditional water management systems are 
not showcased at all. The only people assisting our offi-
cial delegations are corporate consultants. How do they 
represent the viewpoint of millions of Indians?”

Scientists believe the government should have been 
at the forefront of mobilising vulnerable communities to 
help them harvest rainwater and to regenerate ecosys-
tems, thereby enhancing nature-based livelihoods. Cli-
mate change adaptation and mitigation should lead this 
effort by the Ministry of Environment. However, its only 
focus seems to be to facilitate the ease of doing business 
to the detriment of all else.

Rashme Sehgal is an author and a freelance 
journalist based in Delhi.
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Modi says yoga can unite conflict-
ridden world; record set in Kota 

Omar alleges break up of PDP-
BJP alliance a “fixed match”

J-K Governor 
calls all-party 
meeting today

K M Joseph’s elevation issue hangs in balance 
as Justice Chelameswar demits office today 

Former J’khand minister sentenced to five 
yrs in jail in disproportionate assets case

TN to seek freedom for Rajiv 
case convicts in Supreme Court 

Mamata Banerjee cautions TMC workers 
against infighting, complacency

Government bans new offshoots of 
al-Qaeda, ISIS under anti-terror law 

JK state BJP chief claims getting threats from Pakistan

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi performs yoga during a mass yoga event on 4th International Yoga Day 
at  Forest Research Institute (FRI) ground in Dehradun, on Thursday, June 21, 2018.

PTI

Jasti Chelameswar (File Photo)

PTI

Mamata Banerjee (File Photo)

PTI

 Former Jharkhand Land and Revenue minister Dulal Bhuiyan leaves 
special CBI court after being convicted for disproportionate assets 
case, in Ranchi on Thursday, June 21, 2018. 

Omar Abdullah

Dehradun/New Delhi, 
June 21 (IANS): The 
Fourth International Yoga 
Day was enthusiastically 
observed on Thursday 
within the country and 
abroad, with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who 
attended the main event 
at Dehradun, saying yoga 
has emerged as a major 
unifying force in a world 
facing conflicts.

A Guinness world 
record was created at 
Rajasthan’s Kota where 
over two lakh people per-
formed yogic ‘asanas’ at 
one place on the occa-
sion. Across the country, 
Union Ministers, Chief 
Ministers and Governors 
participated in event 
along with many thou-
sands of people. 

Terming yoga beauti-
ful because it is “ancient 
yet modern”, he said: “It 
is constant yet evolving. 
It has the best of our past 
and present and a ray of 
hope for our future. 

In yoga, we have the 
perfect solution to the 
problems we face, either 
as individuals or in our 
society.” 

Modi said yoga helps 
to  maintain balance 
when divisive powers gain 
prominence and “does 
the job of uniting us. 

Yoga brings about 
peace in this modern fast 
paced life by combining 
the body, mind, spirit and 

soul”.
S“It is our responsi-

bility to further develop 
the understanding about 
yoga for a healthy and 
happy humanity.

 We should not hesi-
tate to honour our own 
legacy and heritage if we 
want the rest of the world 
to respect us.” 

He added: “From De-
hradun to Dublin, Jakar-
ta to Johannesburg and 
Shanghai to Chicago, peo-
ple are celebrating Yoga 
Day all across the world.” 

More than 35 foreign 
volunteers participated in 
the Dehradun event and 
performed 21 yoga pos-
tures along with nearly 
50,000 people. 

In Kota, the record-
breaking event took place 
in the presence of yoga 
guru Baba Ramdev and 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje at the 
RAC ground where people 
started assembling from 
5 a.m. 

A certificate was giv-
en to Raje, Ramdev and 

District Collector Gaurav 
Goyal by two Guinness 
World Record officials 
who came from London 
to monitor the proceed-
ings.

Vice President M. 
Venkaiah Naidu, who par-
ticipated in a Yoga Day 
event in Mumbai, said 
yoga adopts a holistic ap-
proach towards health 
and well-being and it has 
“nothing to do with reli-
gion”.

In New Delhi, hun-
dreds of people, including 

Ranchi, June 21 (PTI): 
A CBI court here to-
day sentenced former 
Jharkhand minister Du-
lal Bhuyan to five years 
of imprisonment in con-
nection with a dispro-
portionate assets case.

Judge Anil  Kumar 
Mishra also slapped a 
fine of INR 10 lakh on 
Bhuyan. If he fails to pay 
the fine amount, Bhuyan 
will have to spend one 
more year in jail.

According to  CBI 
sources, the FIR against 
Bh u y a n  w a s  l o d g e d 
in 2013,  fol lowing a 
Jharkhand High Court 
directive for an inves-
tigation by the central 
probe agency.

The probe revealed 
that Bhuyan possessed 
assets worth Rs 1.03 
crore, an amount dispro-
portionate to his known 
sources of income, and 
the chargesheet was filed 
in 2014.

 During the trial, the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) produced 
21 witnesses against 
Bhuyan.

 A  t h r e e - t i m e 

Union Minister Jayant 
Sinha, BJP MP Meenakshi 
Lekhi and Lt. Governor 
Anil Baijal, gathered on 
Rajpath and surrounding 
parks to perform ‘asanas’. 

In Himachal Pradesh, 
Governor Acharya Dev-
vrat, Chief Minister Jai 
Ram Thakur and his cabi-
net colleagues along with 
hundreds of schoolchil-
dren and residents prac-
ticed yoga at the historic 
Ridge ground in Shimla 
amidst cloudy skies. 

 In Karnataka, thou-
sands celebrated the day 
by participating in yoga 
sessions held in cities and 
towns across the state. 
Prominent among them 
were former Prime Minis-
ter H.D. Deve Gowda and 
his son and Chief Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy.

In West Bengal, hun-
dreds observed Yoga Day. 
Union Culture Minister 
Mahesh Sharma took part 
in an event with state BJP 
leaders.

China celebrated the 
International Yoga Day 
with hundreds partici-
pating in a yoga event at 
Beijing. More than 500 
enthusiasts performed 
various poses at the old 
premises of the Indian 
Embassy in Beijing.

Yoga Day events were 
also held at Nepal and 
European countries of 
Hungary and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

Srinagar, June 21 (PTI): 
National Conference (NC) 
vice-president Omar Ab-
dullah today termed the 
breakup of the PDP-BJP 
alliance as a brilliant fixed 
match , saying the two par-
ties “crafted their divorce 
and scripted it to perfec-
tion after taking their cue 
from Bollywood.

The PDP & BJP have 
been watching Bollywood 
movies for political strat-
egy. This is how they have 
crafted their ‘divorce’. Bril-
liant fixed match, scripted 
to perfection except the 
audience aren’t fools & 
neither are the rest of us, 
Omar wrote on Twitter as 
he shared a clip from the 
1977 political satire movie 
‘Kissa Kursi Ka’.

The former chief min-
ister called for immediate 
dissolution of the state 
assembly, saying keeping 
it in suspended anima-
tion encourages ‘dalals’ 
(brokers). Then why not 
dissolve the assembly? If 
@rammadhavbjp is true 
to his word that there is no 

question of horse trading 
& clearly no new alliances 
are being formed then 
the assembly should be 
dissolved. Keeping it sus-
pended has encouraged 
dalals, Omar wrote.

He was responding 
to BJP national general 
secretary Ram Madhav’s 
reported comments that 
there was no question of 
horse-trading.

Why is he (Omar Ab-
dullah) so scared? I’m sure 
his party men are loyal 
to him. There is no ques-
tion of horse-trading from 
our side. We’ve seen what 
kind of horse-trading hap-
pened in J&K under his 
party, no body should for-
get the history Madhav 
had said.

Omar said while he 
had no doubt about the 
loyalty of his MLAs, we 
all know what happened 
in the PDP after Mufti Sb 
(former chief minister 
Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed) died & the sort of 
pressure that was applied 
to Mehbooba Mufti .

Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernor N N Vohra has called 
an all-party meeting here 
tomorrow to discuss the 
situation in the wake of 
the implementation of 
governor’s rule in the state, 
officials said today.

Jammu and Kashmir 
was placed under Gov-
ernor’s rule yesterday, a 
day after the PDP-BJP 
government collapsed 
as the BJP snapped its 
three-year-old alliance 
with the regional party 
citing “larger national in-
terest” and “deteriorating 
security situation”.

The Governor also 
placed the legislative as-
sembly in suspended ani-
mation till the proclama-
tion of Governor’s rule 
is revoked or varied by a 
subsequent proclamation, 
according to a gazette no-
tification. 

The six-year term of 
the current Assembly ends 
in March, 2021.

According to the of-
ficials, the governor has 
called a meeting of all 
party heads, including the 
heads of the state units 
of the national parties, 
tomorrow to discuss the 
situation in the state.

They said the meeting 
will take place tomorrow 
evening.

New Delhi, June 21 (PTI): 
The process for possible 
elevation of Uttarakhand 
High Court Chief Justice 
K M Joseph as a Supreme 
Court judge might only 
get delayed as the apex 
court collegium, which 
had agreed in principle 
to reiterate his name to 
the Centre, will undergo a 
change due to the super-
annuation of Justice Jasti 
Chelameswar

The apex court col-
legium, comprising Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra and 
justices Chelameswar, 
Ranjan Gogoi, M B Lokur 
and Kurian Joseph, had 
on May 11 agreed in 
principle to reiterate its 
recommendation for el-
evating Justice Joseph as 
a judge of the apex court. 
However, it could not de-
cide the date for pressing 
for his name to the Centre.

The collegium on its 
next meeting on May 16 
deferred the decision say-
ing “... There should be 
further deliberation and 
broad-based considera-
tion of the names of the 
chief justices as well as 
judges of the high courts 
which are at present not 
represented in the Su-
preme Court.” 

Now with the superan-
nuation of Justice Chela-

meswar due on June 22, 
Justice A K Sikri, who is 
number six in seniority at 
the moment, will become 
part of the five-member 
collegium, necessitating 
the need of afresh recon-
sideration and decision to 
reiterate Justice Joseph’s 
name back to the Centre. 

The Centre on April 
26 had returned Joseph’s 
file back to the collegium 
for it to re-consider the 
recommendation on 
grounds including that 
the proposal was not in 
accordance with the top 
court’s parameters and 
there was adequate rep-
resentation of his native 
state Kerala in the apex 
court.

The government had 

also questioned Justice 
Joseph’s seniority among 
high court judges while 
returning the file.

Subsequently,  the 
apex court collegium met 
thrice on May 2, 11 and 
16 and could not send its 
recommendation back to 
the Centre despite agree-
ing on it in principle. 

Notably, Justice Chela-
meswar and Justice Ku-
rian Joseph later also 
wrote separate letters to 
the CJI and other apex 
court judges highlighting 
various issues including 
the recommendation of 
the Chief Justice of Utta-
rakhand High Court.

In the last meeting 
held on May 16, the col-
legium was unanimously 

in favour of “further de-
liberation” and “broad-
based consideration” of 
names of chief justices 
and judges of various high 
courts before sending its 
decision of reiterating 
the elevation of Justice 
Joseph.

It had then adopted a 
resolution which also stat-
ed that there was a need 
for further discussion on 
the issue of sending the 
other names of judges to 
the Centre.

According to sources, 
the judges of high court 
whose names are being 
considered by the col-
legium include Chief Jus-
tice of Madras High Court 
Indira Banerjee, who is 
originally from the Cal-
cutta High Court, Gujarat 
High Court Chief Justice 
R Subhash Reddy, whose 
parent cadre is Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh High 
Court, and Karnataka 
High Court Chief Justice 
Dinesh Maheshwari, who 
is originally from Rajas-
than High Court.

After Justice Chela-
meswar, CJI Misra will 
be retiring on October 2, 
followed by Justice Ku-
rian Joseph and Justice 
Lokur who will retire in 
November and December 
respectively.

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
( JMM) MLA from Jug-
salai Assembly constitu-
ency, Bhuyan was the 
land and revenue min-
ister in the Shibu Soren 
and Madhu Koda gov-
ernments between 2005 

and 2009.
He had left the JMM 

ahead of the 2014 state 
A s s e m b l y  p o l l s  a n d 
joined the Jharkhand 
Vikas Morcha, then the 
BJP, before joining the 
Congress.

Chennai, June 21 (PTI): The Tamil Nadu 
government will continue too seek free-
dom for the seven people convicted of 
killing former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi 
in the Supreme Court in line with the pol-
icy decision taken by it, a top government 
functionary said today.

“We will put forth our arguments in 
the Supreme Court to free them and this 
is in line with the policy decision of the 
government,” he told PTI on condition of 
anonymity when asked to comment on 
media reports that the Centre has rejected 
Tamil Nadu’s plea for their release.

According to news reports, the Centre 
has told the Tamil Nadu government that 
it does not concur with the state’s stand on 
releasing the convicts, who are in jail for 
the last 25 years, as it would set a bad prec-
edent. The convicts are: V Sriharan (alias 
Murugan), A G Perarivalan (alias Arivu), T 
Suthendraraja (alias Santhan), Jayakumar, 
Robert Payas, Ravichandran and Nalini.

Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated at an 
election rally at Sriperumbudur near 
here on May 21, 1991 by a woman suicide 
bomber. Altogether 15 people were killed 
in the blast, including Dhanu, the suicide 
bomber.

On January 23 this year, the Supreme 
Court had asked the Centre to take a deci-
sion within three months on a 2016 letter 
by Tamil Nadu government seeking its ap-
proval for releasing them.

The Tamil Nadu government had writ-
ten to the Centre on March 2, 2016, that it 
had decided to release the convicts and 
sought its concurrence.

Kolkata, June 21 (PTI): With 
the Lok Sabha election due 
next year, West Bengal Chief 
Minister and Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) supremo Mamata 
Banerjee sent out a stern mes-
sage to her party workers to-
day, asking them to desist from 
infighting and complacency 
and work unitedly.

She also accused a sec-
tion of the party workers in 
the tribal Junglemahal area 
of remaining inactive during 
last month’s panchayat polls, 
which she said had led to the 
TMC’s defeat in some of the 
seats.

Stating that some in the 
party did not work “proper-
ly”, she said, “Nobody should 
think that they are above the 
party. You should remember 
that two ministers have re-
cently resigned for the party’s 
poor performance in the pan-
chayat polls.”  On June 5, Tribal 
Development Minister James 
Kujur and Backward Class 
Development Minister Chura-
mani Mahato had resigned 
from their posts.

Banerjee’s  comments 
come in the backdrop of the 
BJP increasing its vote-share in 
the rural polls in the Junglema-
hal area, particularly in Purulia 

New Delhi, June 21 (PTI): The Centre 
has banned new offshoots of terror 
organisations al-Qaeda and ISIS 
under the stringent anti-terror law 
-- Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, according to an official order.

Both al-Qaeda in Indian Subcon-
tinent (AQIS) and Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Sham-Khorasan (ISIS-
K), an Afghanistan-based affiliate of 
ISIS, have been declared unlawful 
by the Union home ministry as they 
were found to be radicalising Indian 
youths for ‘global jihad’ and encour-
aging terror acts on Indian interests, 
it said.

The ISIS-K is also known as Is-
lamic State in Khorasan Province 
(ISKP)/ISIS Wilayat Khorasan, the 
order said.

The AQIS, an affiliate of al-Qae-
da, is a terrorist organisation, which 
has committed acts of terrorism in 
the neighbouring countries and has 
been promoting and encouraging 
terror acts on Indian interests in the 
Indian Sub-continent, it said. 

It has been attempting radicalisa-
tion and recruitment of youths from 
India, it said, adding and the outfit 
has been declared as the banned 
organisation under the UAPA.

The ISKP/ISIS Wilayat Khorasan 
is also promoting and encouraging 
terrorism in the Indian Sub-conti-
nent, according to the order.

It has been committing terrorist 
acts to consolidate its position by 
recruiting youths for global jihad’ 
and to achieve the objective of 

establishing its own caliphate’ by 
overthrowing democratically elected 
governments, it said.

The outfit, which has now been 
banned, considers India and In-
dian interests as its targets and is 
engaged in activities of radicalising 
and recruiting Indian youth for ter-
ror activities, the home ministry 
order said.

Both these outfits were declared 
as the terrorist organisations as they 
were recruiting youths from India, 
it said, adding the radicalisation of 
the youths was a matter of serious 
concern for the national security and 
international peace.

The UAPA has strict penal provi-
sions to deal with banned organisa-
tions and their members.

Jammu, June 21 (PTI): 
Jammu and Kashmir 
state unit’s BJP president 
Ravinder Raina today 
claimed to be getting death 
threats from Pakistan for 
the last two days and said 
he would not be cowed 
down by such calls and 
continue to expose the ne-
farious designs of Pakistan. 

I have already informed 
the state Governor N N Vo-
hra and the security agen-
cies (about the threats). 
The calls were made from 
different Pakistani cities 

including Karachi, Rawal-
pandi and Muzaffarbad 
over the past couple of 
days, Raina said. 

Director General of 
State Police S P Vaid said 
no formal complaint has 
been received so far from 
the BJP president.

I will not be cowed 
down by such calls. It does 
not matter. What matters 
for me is my nation, my 
country, my motherland 
and the tricolour. I am a 
soldier of Bharat Mata and 
the BJP and will continue 

to work for the country and 
the state and will expose 
the nefarious designs of Pa-
kistan.  He said the BJP sup-
ported the governor rule 
and massive anti-terror op-
erations against terrorists 
and stone pelters to break 
the nexus of separatists-
stone pelters and Pakistan. 

They are desperate and 
frustrated, they are making 
such ridiculous calls. We 
will never spare Pakistani 
‘wallas’ (terrorists) and I 
challenge them and make 
it clear that they will not be 

spared and killed. Security 
forces have been given free 
hand (to deal with them), 
Raina said.  He said it is 
an act of cowards after the 
BJP exposed the nefari-
ous designs of Pakistan 
which claims to be an Is-
lamic country.  He said he 
had exposed Pakistan and 
made it clear that it is an 
anti-Islamic country. 

Pakistan is a nation of 
coward people and I raised 
anti-Pakistan slogans in the 
state assembly. They are 
afraid of us, he said.

and Jhargram.
Continuing with her dia-

tribe, the chief minister said, 
“Those who are making mon-
ey in the name of the party 
should stop such things. 

This will not be tolerated. 
There are leaders who are 
only busy to get new posts. I 
ask them to reach out to the 
masses and if they are unwill-
ing to do so, they are free to 
leave the TMC.” 

Referring to reports of 
clashes between the members 

of the TMC and its youth wing, 
she said, “This too will not 
be tolerated. The Trinamool 
Youth Congress should keep 
it in mind that the TMC is the 
mother party and it is one of 
its arms.” 

Reaching out to the TMC 
old-timers, Banerjee said the 
party was able to achieve 
its position because of their 
battle against the CPI-M’s 
misrule during the Left party’s 
34-year-long regime in the 
state.
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Jerusalem, June 21 (IANS): Sara Netan-
yahu, wife of Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, was charged with fraud 
and breach of trust on Thursday over the 
alleged misuse of state funds, the Justice 
Ministry said.

In a case known as the “Meals-Order-
ing Affair”, prosecutors said Sara Netan-
yahu used state money to fraudulently 
pay for $100,000 worth of meals at the 

Prime Minister’s residence between 2010 
and 2013, according to an indictment 
filed at the Jerusalem magistrate’s court 
on Thursday.

She also illegally paid approximately 
$10,000 for private chefs, prosecutors were 
cited as saying by CNN.

Sara Netanyahu has denied the charg-
es and refused to settle the payment out 
of court.

Israeli Prime Minister’s 
wife charged with fraud

Washington, June 21 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump today reversed his 
controversial decision on 
immigration by signing an 
executive order to end the 
separation of immigrant 
families on the US-Mexico 
border, after images of 
children in cages and au-
dio of them crying for their 
parents sparked global 
outrage.

“I did not like the sight 
of families being sepa-
rated,” Trump said while 
signing the executive or-
der at the White House, 
but added the administra-
tion would continue its 
“zero tolerance policy” 
of criminally prosecuting 
anyone who crosses the 
border illegally.

Trump signed the 
executive order follow-
ing widespread protests 
against the move of his 
administration to separate 
children from their par-
ents who illegally enter the 
country. In recent weeks, 
more than 2,500 such chil-
dren were separated from 
their parents.

“We’re keeping fami-
lies together, and this will 
solve that problem. At the 
same time, we are keeping 
a very powerful border 
and it continues to be a 
zero-tolerance. We have 
zero tolerance for people 
that enter our country 
illegally,” Trump told re-
porters in the Oval Office. 

The executive order, 
signed by Trump, asks the 
Department of Homeland 
Security to keep families 
together while people 
await trial for illegal bor-
der crossing. But cases 
where there is a concern 
that parents “would pose 
a risk to the child’s wel-
fare” have been exempted 
from the executive order.

Trump said the execu-
tive order is about keeping 
families together while 
at the same time mak-
ing sure that they have a 
very powerful and strong 
border. “And border se-
curity will be equal, if not 
greater than previously. 
We are going to have very 
strong borders, but we’re 
going to keep the families 
together,” he said.

Trump’s climbdown 
came after he faced in-
tense pressure  from 
across the political spec-
trum and from religious, 
political and world lead-
ers to halt the separa-
tions, which led to days of 
heartrending news cov-
erage of crying children 
-- some of whom were 
kept in cage-like deten-
tion centres.

The US first lady Mela-
nia Trump and the presi-
dent’s daughter and ad-
visor Ivanka Trump had 
urged Trump to end family 
separations on the border.

Yesterday, Pope Fran-
cis, British Prime Minister 
Theresa May and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau had described 
the Trump administra-
tion’s policy as wrong. 

The shift in Trump’s 
thinking came an hour af-
ter Speaker Paul Ryan said 
the House of Representa-
tives would vote today on 
a compromise between 
conservative and moder-
ate Republican lawmakers 
that would address the is-
sue of family separations, 
US media reported.

Meanwhile, Trump’s 
opponents are not satis-
fied with the executive 
order, asserting that it was 
not enough to address the 
crisis.

“The President’s Ex-
ecutive Order seeks to re-

place one form of child 
abuse with another. In-
stead of protecting trau-
matised children, the 
President has directed his 
Attorney General to pave 
the way for the long-term 
incarceration of families 
in prison-like conditions,” 
said Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi.

Pelosi said using terri-
fied small children as “lev-
erage” to push the Pres-
ident’s anti-immigrant 
agenda represents an “un-
speakably appalling moral 
low-point for our nation .

Top Democratic leader 
Congressman Joe Crowley 
said while this order stops 
the separation of children 
from their parents, it does 
not end the administra-
tion’s despicable policy of 
unreasonably detaining 
asylum seekers and fami-
lies fleeing violence.

“Instead of pushing 
legislation that endorses 
the Trump administra-
tion’s policy of detaining 
families, House Republi-
cans should join Demo-
crats in calling for an end 
to the policy and in mak-
ing sure we reunite the 
families that have been 
ripped apart,” he said.

I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n 
lawmakers have also 
s l a m m e d  P r e s i d e n t 
Trump for his new execu-
tive order that calls for in-
definite detention of fam-
ilies who illegally enter 
the country even though 
it stopped the practice 
of separation of children 
from their parents. Con-
gresswoman Pramila 
Jayapal said Trump’s new 
executive order allows 
for indefinite detention 
of families which is abso-
lutely unacceptable. She 
said immigrant intern-
ment camps are “cruel 
and inhumane”.

“Moreover, lengthy or 
unnecessary detention of 
children has been ruled 
unlawful. The zero-tol-
erance policy itself must 
end. 

“If the Trump admin-
istration wants to now 
detain families during a 
criminal court case, that 
is unprecedented and will 
likely be challenged in 
court. Family separation 
is wrong. So is throwing 
families in jail, Jayapal 
said.

Senator Kamala Harris 
from California said the 
executive order does not 
fix the crisis. “Indefinitely 
detaining children with 
their families in camps is 
inhumane and will not 
make us safe,” she said.

“This executive order 
in no way deals with reu-
niting the 2,300 children 
who have been torn away 
from their parents and 
remain separated. When 
will they see their parents 
again? They must be reu-
nited immediately,” Harris 
said.

C o n g r e s s m a n  R o 
Khanna said Trump’s exec-
utive order will still result 
in humans being locked 
behind bars.

“I’m glad these chil-
dren will no longer be 
torn from their parents’ 
arms, but this is “solu-
tion” doesn’t come close 
to fixing the problem. We 
demand more!” he said.

Khanna said Trump’s 
executive order is a very 
small nod towards decen-
cy by ending the barbaric 
practice of separating chil-
dren from their parents. 

“But it simply just re-
places one problem with 
another by locking up 
families in detainment 
together,” he said.

Trump backs 
down on 
controversial 
migrant family 
separations 
policy



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, June 22, 2018

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Stories of refugees heartbreaking — Priyanka Chopra

Jane Fonda to be 
honoured at Michael 
Moore’s Festival

Birthday Greetings

Actress Priyanka Chopra, who visited the Rohingya refugee camps earlier this year, 
says stories shared by refugee children were heartbreaking. As Unicef Goodwill 
Ambassador, she hopes to protect their rights. Priyanka has been actively involved 
with Unicef for the past twelve years. The actress, who is currently in the US, posted 
on social media a heartfelt message on the night of Wednesday, observed as World 
Refugee Day. She also shared a short video which features some of her moments with 
refugee children from Jordan and Bangladesh. “Today is World Refugee Day and right 
now there are more than 65 million people around the world that have been forcibly 
displaced from their homes. I have met a few of these children in both Jordan and 
Bangladesh. Many told me stories of lost family members and friends.(IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: The incredible 2 (Eng) 3D

11 am 2 pm: Race-3 (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctress Jane Fonda will be honoured with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award at Michael 
Moores Traverse City Film Festival, which 
runs from July 31 to August 5.

Fonda has won acting honours at Oscars 
for “Klute” and “Coming Home” and has been nomi-
nated for “They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?”, “Julia”, “The 
China Syndrome”, “On Golden Pond”, and “The Morn-
ing After”. She has also won four Golden Globes, two 
BAFTAs and an Emmy.

Moore, who is the founder and president of the 
Michigan festival, made the announcement on Wednes-

day, reports variety.com. 
“I can think of no other 

artist who has given more 
to her country,” said 
Moore. 

“What an honour for 
our festival audience to 

welcome and to be inspired 
by the work of this American 

icon. Her voice is as needed 
today as much as ever.”

Moore will host the legen-
dary actress, author 

and activist at the 
Traverse City 

Film Festival, 
which is in its 
14th year.

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: How did you all get to-
gether as Pretty Rhythm and how long have you 
been performing?

Pretty Rhythm: We are friends who have been 
singing as a solo artist mostly at church. It was the 
congregation who encouraged us 
to form a group and thereafter 
Pretty Rhythm happened. It’s 
been one and half  years.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s 
with the name of your group 
“Pretty Rhythm”?

Pretty Rhythm: The name 
of our group was suggested by 
one of our former members. 
We liked the name and l agreed 
to go with Pretty Rhythm to 
identify ourselves as a band.

EASTERN MIRROR: How 
would you describe your music 
to people who have not heard 
you before?

Pretty Rhythm: We would describe our music 
as young and honest. We try out different genres 
as we haven’t got to the writing our own music yet. 
We’re at a developing, experimental stage so our 
music is raw and vulnerable but exciting.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Do you write your own 
songs? If so what is your song writing 
process?  

Do you have any influences?
Pretty Rhythm: No, as of now but we hope 

to write in the near future. An artist that expresses 
passionately and spreads happiness through their 
songs or music influences us greatly.

EASTERN MIRROR: Working as a group is not 
easy especially when each individual has differ-
ent ideas and taste. How do you work it out? Any 
issues you have faced initially?

Pretty Rhythm: Of course we do face some 
trivial issues. But working as a group made us 
understand the depth of teamwork, considering 

each one of  

our different situations and opinions which works 
to our advantage at the end of the day. Fortunately 
our taste in music is similar so there isn’t much of a 
problem.

EASTERN MIRROR: How do 
you balance your music with 
other obligations as a student?

Pretty Rhythm: We come 
together during the weekends 
and sometimes after class in 
special case. It is also possible 
because of the support of our 
families.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is 
your take on the music sce-
nario of Nagaland? Issues that 
you strongly feel about music 
in Nagaland?  

Pretty Rhythm: Music in 
Nagaland has improved from 

before. We have many good 
opportunities and there are a lot of institutions 
coming up to further encourage and teach new & 
passionate individuals. Its recognition is initiated 
regardless of all the drawbacks. Music is taken up 
seriously and we believe the seeds been sown now 
and will hopefully flourish in future.

Some of the issues that we strongly feel about 
Nagaland music are the lack of good investors to 
invest in music/entertainment, certified music pro-
ducers and last but not the least music as a career.

EASTERN MIRROR: Have you played 
alongside any band or artist? Who would 
you want to share stage with?

Pretty Rhythm: No, so far we haven’t 
played alongside any band or artist but we 

would love to share the stage with Alobo Naga 
and Nise Meruno to name a few.
 

EASTERN MIRROR: Share with us your musi-
cal memories that ‘Pretty Rhythm’ has had so far. 
What makes it special?

Pretty Rhythm: As a band our memories 
have just begun. A special mention would be our 
performance at the first Nagaland Olympics which 

was held last year which gave us a 
platform to reach out our music to 

those who have not heard of us 
where different communities 
were converged for a special 
occasion.

EASTERN MIRROR: 
What’s next for Pretty 
Rhythm?

Pretty Rhythm: We 
are in the process of making 

another cover song on demand 
by our dearest supporters.

Dear Matho Soho!!!
On this Day the 22nd June 2018 
(1st birthday) you have success-
fully travelled against all odds 
and obstacles. We really felt glad 
and proud while watching you 
in your 365 days journey that 
you have been keeping yourself 
like a blooming Rose even in the 
midst of the thorns. Your entry in 
to our family has brought Love, 
Peace, Oneness, Trustworthy etc 
that we deserve for a long time.

May you continue to live 
like a blooming flower that 
generously feeds insects with its 
enlightened fragrance at all free.

“A very Happy Birth Day 
Matho Soho”.

-Lots of Love from loving Parents, 
Grand Parents and Relatives.

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Pretty Rhythm, as the name suggests, is a four-member 
all-girls band from Dimapur that was formed in early 2017. Since 
their inception as Pretty Rhythm, these girls have been the face and 
voice of a number of events in Dimapur. 

The band comprises four vocalists: Likivi and Lovikali Yepthomi 
who are pursuing BA at Unity College; Vinika Yepthomi pursuing BA 
at Tetso College; and Viputoli Achumi, a music student.

Their journey started in their church. Rhythm of Love catches 
up with Pretty Rhythm as they share their journey into the music 
world.
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Kidambi Srikanth

The organisers after the press conference at the Kohima local ground on Thursday evening.

Indian Cricket players (File Photo)

From (L-R) Emre,Fred,and Jon Flanagan
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New Delhi, June 21 (PTI): The 
country’s top-ranked men’s 
shuttler Kidambi Srikanth 
was adjudged Sports Illus-
trated ‘India’s Sportsperson 
of the Year’ for his stupendous 
performance in 2017.

Other winners included 
the women’s cricket team, 
which bagged the ‘Team of 
the Year’ award while national 
football team coach Stephen 
Constantine clinched the title 
of ‘Coach of the year’.

“It is an honour for me to 
have received the award in a 
year where my fellow athletes 
from different sports have 
also excelled. 

 This is not just an Award, 
but it also serves as a re-
minder for me to work even 

Kidambi Srikanth named Sports 
Illustrated Sportsperson of the Year

Football transfers news: Juventus sign midfielder Can from Liverpool

Four Indians in semis of 
Mongolian boxing tourney

Morning Premier League final showdown
All eyes on All Blacks to surpass league leaders Ziekezou Seniors

U-19 cricket tournament: 
Dimapur, Peren enter semis 

Pakistan cricketer tests positive 
for prohibited substance

Indian players yet to get retainership 
fees, secy. awaits General Body nod

Kohima district inter-school football 
tourney to begin from June 25

Kidambi Srikanth, HS Prannoy slip in badminton rankings

London, June 21 (Reuters): Juventus 
have completed the signing of Ger-
man midfielder Emre Can from Liv-
erpool on a four-year contract, the 
Italian champions said on Thursday.

The 24-year-old will join the 
Turin-based club on a free transfer 
when his contract at Anfield expires 
at the end of the month.

Can, who joined Liverpool in 
2014, made his 167th and final ap-
pearance for the Merseyside outfit 
when he came on as a substitute 
in their Champions League final 
defeat by Real Madrid last month.

He has been capped 20 times 
by Germany but missed out on 
Joachim Loew’s World Cup squad.

Can becomes Juve’s second sign-
ing of the close season following the 
arrival of goalkeeper Mattia Perin 
from Genoa.

Manchester United complete Fred 
signing

Manchester United have com-
pleted the signing of Brazil mid-
fielder Fred from Ukraine’s Shakhtar 
Donetsk on a five-year contract, the 
English Premier League club said on 
Thursday.

British media reported that 
United will pay Shakhtar about 52 
million pounds ($70 million) for the 

25-year-old.
“This is the biggest club in the 

world and I am delighted to be a 
part of this amazing team,” Fred 
told United’s website.

“To work with (manager) Jose 
Mourinho, who has won so many 
trophies in his time as a coach, is an 
opportunity not to be missed.

“I cannot wait to get started 
and to meet my new team-mates. I 
would like to thank everyone at Sha-
khtar Donetsk for everything they 
have done for me over the past five 
years.” Fred is in the Brazil World 
Cup squad, but was an unused 
substitute for the 1-1 draw with 
Switzerland in their opening game.

Fred will compete for a midfield 
place with Paul Pogba and Nemanja 
Matic next season as United aim to 
challenge champions Manchester 
City for the Premier League title.

“Fred will complement our oth-
er midfielders’ qualities, which we 
need; his creative brain and passing 
vision will give us another dimen-
sion to our game,” Mourinho said.

Fred won three Ukrainian league 
titles with Shakhtar after joining 
from Brazil’s Internacional in 2013.

United also signed Portuguese 
full back Diogo Dalot from Porto 
this month.  

Rangers sign Liverpool full-back 
Flanagan on two-year deal

Rangers have signed Jon Flana-
gan on a two-year deal after the 
full-back’s contract at Liverpool 
expired, the Scottish Premiership 
team announced on Thursday.

The 25-year-old defender is 
a former Liverpool team mate of 
Rangers manager Steven Gerrard, 
who was key to his decision to move 
to Scotland. 

“When I spoke to Stevie, it was a 
no-brainer for me,” Flanagan, who 
made 51 appearances for Liverpool, 
told Rangers TV.

“The size of the club, what the 
fans are about, I’m just delighted to 
be here, and hopefully I can show all 
the fans what I’m about.

“I played with him at Liverpool 
for many years and he was a big part 
of me coming here. I know all about 
the club but Stevie was a massive in-
fluence on me coming here as well.”

Capped once by England, Flana-
gan made headlines earlier this 
year when he was sentenced to a 
12-month community order for as-
saulting his partner.

He becomes Rangers’ seventh 
signing of the close season in what 
has been a busy transfer window 
at Ibrox.

Indian shuttlers Kidambi Srikanth and 
H S Prannoy on Thursday slipped three 
and five places to be placed at the 7th and 
13th spots respectively in the latest BWF 
world ranking.

Srikanth, who had clinched the silver 
medal at the Commonwealth Games, 
has not played in any tournament since 
participating at the Asia championships 
in April, while Prannoy decided to not 
defend his US Open title and it seemed 
to have affected their rankings.

In women’s singles, PV Sindhu and 
Saina Nehwal continued to remain static 

at the third and 10th spot respectively.
2014 Commonwealth Games gold 

medallist Parupalli Kashyap, who had 
reached the finals at US Open last year, 
meanwhile, crashed out of the top 50 
after he couldn’t play at the tournament 
following an injury. He is now at the 51st 
spot. Former world no 13 Ajay Jayaram, 
who had slipped out of the top 100 after 
missing in action due to a long injury 
lay-off following a hamstring injury, was 
rewarded for his semifinal finish at the 
US Open.  He jumped 39 places to be at 
the 95th spot.

New Delhi, June 21 (PTI): 
India were assured of four 
medals at the Ulaanbaatar 
Cup in Mongolia after four 
boxers from the country, 
including world and Asian 
silver-winner Sonia Lather 
(57kg), advanced to the sem-
ifinals today.

Joining her in the last-
four stage were Lovlina Bor-
gohain (69kg), Himanshu 
Sharma (49kg) and Ashish 
(64kg). 

All the four boxers are 
guaranteed of at least a 
bronze medal each. How-
ever, world silver-medallist 
Sarjubala Devi (51kg) bowed 
out in the quarterfinal stage 
after losing a close bout to 
Mongolian Myagmardulam 
Nandinsetseg 1-4.

Sonia produced an as-
sured performance to defeat 
local favourite Myagmar 
Gundegmaa to make the 
last-four stage.

Lovlina, a gold-medallist 
at the inaugural India Open 

earlier this year, was equally 
dominating in her 5-0 win 
over Thailand’s Suchada 
Panich. 

It was a battle of straight 
punches between Sonia and 
Gundegmaa and the Indian 
was better by a few notches 
in her clean and impactful 
hits.

Lovlina’s rival put up 
a stronger resistance but 
lacked in accuracy. 

In the evening session 
which featured men’s quar-
terfinal bouts, Himanshu 
defeated Chinese Taipei’s Po 
Wei Tu in a unanimous ver-
dict. Also advancing with a 
5-0 win was Ashish, who put 
it past Korea’s Kim Song Yun 
in a clinical performance.

Earlier, world and asian 
medallist Shiva Thapa 
(60kg), former Common-
wealth Games silver-winner 
Mandeep Jangra (69kg), Sal-
man Sheikh (52kg) and Etash 
Khan (56kg) had booked 
their quarterfinal berths.

D i m a p u r,  J u n e  2 1 
(EMN):  After four and 
half months of early 
morning football, the 
4th edition of the Morn-
ing premier League 
(MPL) will conclude on 
June 23rd with All Blacks 
needing a draw over 
MRH Sunrisers to sur-
pass the current league 
leaders Ziekezou Seniors 
to become the champi-
ons of MPL2018. 

MPL which began 
on the February 5 this 
year saw some exciting 
and intense football with 
all the teams compet-
ing for the coveted title. 
GeThemGo FC erstwhile 
known as PowerComm 
FC who are the defend-
ing champions have to 
settle for the 6th place. 
Silver White and Mrh.
Sunrisers are the two 
bottom teams relegated 
from this year’s MPL, 
an update from the or-
ganisers informed on 

Thrusday.
The final day of the 

league on Saturday, June 
23 will see a closing cer-
emony at Seikhazou 
G r o u n d  w h e re  t w o 
matches will be played. 

 The first match will 
be played between AFFC 
and Morung United FC 
at 10:00 am, the sec-
ond match between All 
Blacks and MRH Sunris-
ers at 12:00pm. 

The Morning Foot-
ball Association (MFA), 
the managing body of 
MPL invites all the den-
izens of Kohima and 
well wishers to come 
and witness the grand 
finale.

The Morning Foot-
ball Association (MFA) 
also announced that 
after MPL2018, there 
will be another tourna-
ment called the Morning 
Champions Cup (MCC) 
which will commence 
on September 3rd. 

M C C  w h i c h  i s  a 
group-knock out based 
tournament will see 10 
teams vying for the title. 

T h e  2  r e l e g a t e d 
teams of MPL can’t take 
part in the MCC. 

The MFA reiterated 
that as two spots are left 
for new teams; interest-
ed teams are informed 
that registration forms 
will be available right 
after MPL concludes. 

The last date for sub-
mission of registration 
form for Morning Cham-
pions Cup 2018 is on 
August 18.

MPL and MCC are 
organized by Morning 
Football Association 
(MFA). This one-of-
a-kind tournament is 
played in the morning 
with “Health and Friend-
ship” as its motto. 

This tournament is 
only for retired players 
or players above the age 
of 30. 

Dimapur,June 21 (EMN): Dimapur and 
Peren team won their respective matches 
to enter the semi-finals from Group-A on 
the third day of the ongoing Nagaland U-19 
inter-district cricket tournament at the NCA 
stadium Sovima, Dimapur on Thursday. 
Peren defeated Kohima team by 101 runs 
in the first match to enter the semis of the 
tournament. 

Peren team set a target of 156 runs all 
out in 29.3 overs. Argha (29) and Pratam 
(34) contributed the highest runs for Peren 
team. While Anurag claimed 3 wickets and 
Kevibizo took 2 wickets for Kohima team.

In reply, Kohima were all bowled out in 
18.2 over’s scoring just 54 runs. 

In the second match, Dimapur beat 
Tuensang team by 7 wickets.  In the match, 
Tuensang team managed to score only 49 
runs in 20 overs. Vandit Sharma was the 
bright side of the team scoring 24 runs for 
Tuensang. Abejit took three wickets and 
Vivek with 2 wickets for Kohima. 

In the run chase, Dimapur manage to 
reach the target in 11 overs losing 3 wickets 
in the process. Batsmen Parbez (11) Hem 
(23) helped the team to eased into the semis. 

Friday’s matches (Group B)
Mon vs Zunheboto @ 8am
Wokha vs Mokokchung @12.30 pm

Lahore, June 21 (IANS): The Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) has confirmed 
that a prominent cricketer has tested 
positive for a prohibited substance 
but refused to reveal the name as per 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
rules.

“A player has reportedly tested 
positive for a prohibited substance. 

But under ICC rules PCB cannot 
name the player or chargesheet him 
until the chemical report is confirmed 
by the anti-dope agency of the govern-
ment. We should have an answer in a 
day or two,” the tweet read.

The PCB is awaiting the results of 
a blood sample from Pakistan’s anti-
doping department which will rubber 
stamp the doping although the test has 
come back positive. 

The test is understood to have 
taken place during the recent domes-
tic 50-over tournament in Faisalabad, 
according to an espncricinfo report.

Depending on the nature of the 
prohibited substance, the player could 
face up to a two-year ban. 

The last Pakistan international to 
suffer that fate was Raza Hasan, who 
tested positive for cocaine in 2015, and 
was banned till 2017.

New Delhi, June 21 (PTI): 
India’s top cricketers are yet 
to receive their revised sala-
ries despite having signed 
their central contracts back 
on March 5, an issue that is 
likely to dominate the Special 
General Meeting of the BCCI, 
scheduled here tomorrow in 
defiance of the Committee of 
Administrators (COA). 

The players leave for the 
nearly three-month long tour 
of UK (Ireland and England) 
on June 23 and the officials 
will be gathered here tomor-
row trying to thrash out a way 
forward at the SGM, which 
has set out a 10-point agenda 
for the meet.

“Yes, the contracts are with 
me. If the House approves the 
revised pay structure tomor-
row, I will sign it. In case they 
don’t, my hands are tied. Any 
policy decision needs ap-
proval of General Body and 
I can’t break the law,” BCCI’s 
acting secretary Chaudhary 
told PTI today.

The Supreme Court-
appointed COA has already 
made it clear that it does not 
approve of the meeting and 
has barred paid office-bearers 
from attending it. But the 
delayed payment to players is 
an issue that the panel’s head 
Vinod Rai is concerned about.

“I personally feel guilty 
that the players are not getting 
their remuneration on time.

 I have no clue what will 
be the decision of the General 
Body. But the proposals were 
there with the finance com-
mittee for a long time. 

The copy of contract has 
been sent to the secretary after 

Dimapur, June 21 (EMN): 
The 2nd edition of the Ko-
hima District Inter-School 
Football Tournament will 
commence from June 
25 and go on till July 9, 
Khuociezie local ground 
in Kohima. 

Informing this at a 
press conference at Khuo-
ciezie local ground, the 
President of Royal Club 
Kohima, Kevizatuo Mia-
chio said that the fifteen 
day tournament is jointly 
organised by Royal Club 
Kohima, School Educa-
tion department and de-
partment of Youth Re-
sources & Sports.

This 2nd edition of 
the Kohima District Inter-
School Football Tourna-
ment will be participated 
by thirty schools (5 gov-
ernment schools, 25 pri-
vate schools). 

The champion team 
will get INR.70, 000/- 
along with trophy and 
certificates while run-
ner-up and semi finalists 
will pocket INR.50,000/- 
and INR.20,000/ respec-
tively. In addition, there 
INR.5,000/- each will be 
awarded to best disci-
plined team, best cheer-
ing school and player of 
the tournament, said the 
organizers. 

All the matches will be 
played as per the interna-
tional football rules and 
regulations. 

The participating thir-
ty teams have been divid-
ed into Pool A and Pool B, 
while the first match will 

the players have signed,” he said. 
While players’ remuneration is a pri-

mary concern, there are a host of other 
issues that will be discussed at the meet-
ing which will not be attended by CEO 
Rahul Johri as the COA has not approved 
it. Ditto for GM (Cricket Operations) Saba 
Karim. While the COA has no jurisdiction 
to stop the meeting, it has instructed the 
employees not to entertain any invoices 
raised by the members with regards to 
air fare, TA/DA. Since the BCCI-COA re-
lationship has been a fractured one and 
the members claim that they weren’t kept 
in the loop about the revised remunera-
tion of players, it will be interesting to see 
what stance the general body takes.

As per revised contract system, the 
players in the A+ category will get Rs 
7 crore, while ones in the A group are 
to get  INR 5 crore followed by INR 3 
crore and Rs 1 crore respectively in the 
B and C categories. It is learnt that the 
players had signed the new contracts 
after detailed discussion with the COA. 
Accordingly, the COA released the new 

payment structure on March 7 with the 
names of the 27 players.  However, ow-
ing to the BCCI’s prevailing constitution, 
the secretary is still authorised to sign all 
players’ contracts.

Accordingly, Chaudhary’s signature 
was needed to execute the contracts. The 
monthly remuneration is exclusive of the 
match fees and daily allowances that the 
players are entitled to.

The BCCI will also discuss matters 
pertaining to the ICC, including the 
contentious Members Participation 
Agreement (MPA) under which the 2021 
Champions Trophy in India has been 
changed to an ICC World T20 in pursuit 
of greater revenues. 

The Pakistan Cricket Board’s com-
pensation claim of USD 70 million for not 
honouring the agreement for bilateral 
series will be discussed. BCCI is unlikely 
to pay any compensation to the PCB.

BCCI’s legal representation, various 
appointments, policy decisions of Na-
tional Cricket Academy (NCA) will also 
come up for discussion.

harder next year and 
bring more glory to the 
nation,” World No 4, Sri-
kanth said.

Tennis veteran Le-

ander Paes was awarded 
‘Outstanding contribu-
tion to Sport’ while I-
League side Aizawl FC 
were named Editor’s 

Choice for Excellence 
( Team) and Common-
wealth gold medallist Jitu 
Rai - Editor’s Choice for 
Excellence (Male).

Young paddler Manav 
Thakkar and golfer Shub-
hankar  Shar ma were 
named ‘Young Sport-
sperson of the Year’ and 
‘Gamechanger of the Year’ 
respectively. 

Legendary hockey play-
er Dhanraj Pillay, who was 
awarded with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award, said 
“I have always believed in 
working hard and being 
dedicated towards your 
sport, and it is a great feel-
ing when people recognise 
you for it. 

For me, this Award is 
not about what I have done 
in my career, it is about 
what more I can do for 
sports in the country”.

be played between Min-
ister Hill Baptist Hr. Sec 
School and G Rio School 
on Monday, June 25. 

The first edition of 
the Kohima District Inter 
School Football Tourna-
ment witnessed the par-
ticipation of 24 schools 
and Ruzhukhie Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima is the de-
fending champion. 

 Giving a brief high-
light about the Royal Club 
Kohima, Kevizatuo Mia-
chio said that Royal Club 
Kohima has been trying to 
promote the game of foot-
ball and trying to bring 
best players of the coun-
try since 1988. He said 
that the club had made it 

possible for many of Naga 
players to play against 
some of the most reputed 
teams in India such as 
Mohun Bagan, Moham-
madans, Punjab Police etc 
from across India through 
the Royal Gold Cup. 

Miachio  said that the 
Royal Cold Cup is the only 
AIFF affiliated and the 
only All India Football 
tournament in Nagaland 
till the 22nd Royal Gold 
Cup, 2013. 

In this connection, he 
disclosed that the Royal 
Club Kohima had decided 
to focus on the develop-
ment of football in Naga-
land from the grass-root 
level by launching the 1st 
edition of Kohima Dis-

trict Inter School Football 
Tournament in the year 
2017. 

Meanwhile, a two-
minute silence was also 
obser ved during the 
presser in memory of 
Xavier Rutsa - senior jour-
nalist and a well-known 
football aficionado - who 
passed away recently in 
Kohima. 

The general secretary 
of the club, Keneido Pe-
seyie, while expressing 
sadness over the sudden 
demise of Xavier Rutsa, 
said that Rutsa was an in-
dispensable part of Royal 
Club through his writing 
in football and added that 
his sudden demise has 
created a vacuum.  
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France's Kylian Mbappe, left celebrates after scoring the opening goal of the game during the group C match between France and Peru.
AP/PTI

Australia's Mathew Leckie, 7, heads a ball on the goal during the group C match between Denmark 
and Australia at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Samara Arena in Samara, Russia, Thursday.

AP/PTI

Iran's Saeid Ezatolahi sits on the ground as Spanish and Iranian players shake hands after the end 
of the group B match between Iran and Spain at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Kazan Arena in 
Kazan, Russia, Wednesday.

AP/PTI

Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring the opening 
goal during the group B match between Portugal and Morocco at 
the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, 
Russia, Wednesday.

AP/PTI

Sami Khedira

Teenager Mbappe sends France 
through as Peru knocked out

Denmark, Australia grind out a 1-1 draw in group C tie 

The dream goes on for Iran despite Spain defeat

Brazil take on Costa Rica in 
must win World Cup clash 

Iceland to continue playing to 
their strengths facing Nigeria 

Ronaldo aging like 'port wine' at fourth World Cup From school kids to warriors, 
Germany must get serious – Khedira

World Cup attendance passes 
one million mark — FIFA

Yekaterinburg, Russia, June 21 
(Reuters): Kylian Mbappe became 
France’s youngest scorer at a World 
Cup when he earned Les Bleus a 1-0 
win against Peru in their second Group 
C game, sending the South Americans 
out of the tournament on Thursday.

The 19-year-old Mbappe tapped in 
after Olivier Giroud’s shot looped over 
goalkeeper Pedro Gallese when it took 
a deflection off a defender in the 34th 
minute of a high-intensity match.

Peru, in their first World Cup finals 
since 1982, played boldly and had their 

best chance five minutes into the sec-
ond half when Pedro Aquinho’s fierce 
shot hit the post.

France will need a draw against 
Denmark in their last game to top the 
group after the Danes were held 1-1 by 
Australia earlier on Thursday.

Sochi, June 21 (IANS): Ney-
mar and Brazil will need to 
step up their game when 
they take on Costa Rica in 
a must win Group E FIFA 
World Cup clash here on 
Friday.

Brazil drew 1-1 with 
Switzerland in their opener 
last weekend, and Neymar 
was much criticised for his 
underwhelming perfor-
mance.

He was hunted down 
mercilessly by the Swiss, 
drawing 10 of Brazil's 19 
fouls, as many as some en-
tire teams.

Neymar also lacked 
the zip which made him 
the world's most expen-
sive footballer when French 
heavyweights Paris St Ger-
main signed him from 
Spanish giants FC Barce-
lona last August.

There was an injury 
scare after he limped out of 
Tuesday's training session 
with a sore ankle but to his 

team's relief the forward is 
expected to be fit for what 
could be Brazil's fourth 
World Cup match without 
a win.

Costa Rica, on their part, 
are desperate for points 
after they lost their opener 
to Serbia.

Quarter-finalists in the 
2014 Brazil World Cup, Cos-
ta Rica have lost seven of 
their last nine matches and 
scored only five goals in the 
process.

"It is going to be a dif-
ficult game as are all games 
in the World Cup," Brazil at-
tacking midfielder Philippe 
Coutinho was quoted as 
saying. "They are a good 
team. We saw the game 
against Serbia, and it was 
only decided through a 
dead ball situation."

"This is another oppor-
tunity for us. We need to do 
it, we are all focused. We are 
mentally strong to play a 
great game."

Volgograd (Russia), June 21 (IANS): Iceland won't be 
changing their strategy much when they play Nigeria in 
their FIFA World Cup Group D's second game here on 
Friday.

Iceland's opening game of the tournament saw them 
hold Argentina to a 1-1 draw to give Heimar Hallgrims-
son's side a fighting chance of reaching the last 16.

 But to do that they realistically need to beat a Nigeria 
side which is disappointed in their first game when they 
lost 0-2 to Croatia, reports Xinhua news agency.

The achievement of the Icelandic side can be put into 
perspective by the fact that the country has a population 
556 times smaller than Nigeria, but as they showed in the 
2016 European Championships and in qualifying for Rus-
sia, Iceland are not going to be intimidated by anyone, but 
neither are they going to be overconfident.

"We don't think we are better than Nigeria. We know 
our strengths, and need to make the best of them," Hall-
grimsson said in an interview with FIFA TV.

Nearly all of Iceland's best recent results have come 
when they surrender possession to their rivals. Indeed, 
they had less than 30 per cent possession when they beat 
England in France in 2016 and drew against Argentina in 
Moscow five days ago.

"We knew they would have the possession, they have 
many of the best attacking players in the world. But we 
have a team that is at its best when we have the opposi-
tion in front of us, and we have clinical attacking players 
when we attack," Iceland's hero of that game, goalkeeper 
Hannes Halldorsson said after facing Lionel Messi.

Samara (Russia), June 
21 (IANS): Australia held 
Denmark 1-1 in a Group 
C game here on Thursday 
to keep alive their chances 
of making it to the pre-
quarterfinals of the FIFA 
World Cup.

Australia, who had lost 
1-2 to France in their open-
ing match, got their goal 
from a penalty conversion 
by captain Mile Jedinak in 
the 38th minute after Den-
mark had taken a 1-0 lead 
through Christian Eriksen 
in the seventh minute. 

Earlier in the match, 
Denmark star player Chris-
tian Eriksen linked up well 
with Nicolai Jorgensen to 
smash a half-volley past 
Mat Ryan in the 7th minute, 
opening up what looked to 
be a match almost certainly 
dominated by the Danes, 
reports Efe. 

But the Aussies struck 
back earning a penalty 
when Yussuf  Poulsen 
blocked a cross with his 

Kazan, Russia,June 21 (Reuters):  Iran’s 
dream of reaching the knockout stage of 
the World Cup survived Wednesday’s loss to 
Spain and coach Carlos Queiroz promised 
his team would give their absolute all to 
take their second chance against his native 
Portugal next week.

Queiroz said his players deserved huge 
credit for their battling performance after 
going down 1-0 to a freak Diego Costa goal 
and having a score of their own rubbed out 
after being reviewed by the Video Assistant 
Referee (VAR).

“We were ready to suffer and ready to 
compete and ready to try our chances to 
win the game. Football is not like this but 

it is fair to say we deserved a better result,” 
said Queiroz.

“But this was our first match point, if we 
compare this to tennis, our second match 
point comes against Portugal. We’re still 
alive and dreaming.”

Iran had relied almost entirely on their 
steely defence to keep them in the match 
for the first 54 minutes and it was only after 
the ball had deflected off Costa’s knee and 
into the net that they took the game to the 
Spanish.

Queiroz had no complaints about the 
VAR decision which ruled out Saeid Eza-
tolahi’s strike for offside, preferring instead 
to rue that it had not been around at the 

Moscow, June 21 (PTI/AFP): 
Portugal coach Fernando 
Santos compared Cristiano 
Ronaldo to a bottle of port, 
the fortified wine that fa-
mously gets better with age, 
after his latest match-win-
ning goal for his country.

Five days after his hat-
trick rescued Portugal in an 
opening 3-3 draw against 
Spain, Ronaldo's fourth-
minute header clinched 
a 1-0 victory over Group 
B opponents Morocco in 
Moscow.

Three previous tour-
naments yielded a return 
of just three goals for the 
five-time world player of 
the year, but Ronaldo is 
taking Russia by storm after 
netting four times in two 
matches.

"Cristiano Ronaldo is 
like a port wine, he changes 
as he ages," said Santos. 
"He's constantly evolving, 
unlike regular players he's 
always evolving.

"He won't be doing the 
same thing in two or three 
years and he's not doing 
what he did four or five 
years ago. 

He knows himself well 
and knows what he needs 
to do." Ronaldo bagged a 
staggering 15 goals in Euro-
pean World Cup qualifying 
as Portugal reeled off nine 

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

COSTA RICA

ICELAND

SWITZERLAND

BRAZIL

NIGERIA

SERBIA

(GROUP E) - ST PETERSBURG - 5.30 PM

(GROUP D) - VOLGOGRAD - 8.30 PM

(GROUP E) - KALININGRAD - 11.30 PM

TODAY’S MATCHES

hand, taking a yellow card 
in the process. 

Mathew Leckie duti-
fully stepped up to the spot 
and slotted it to the right-
hand-side of the net, send-

ing Kasper Schmeichel the 
wrong way. 

Australia was quick out 
the blocks after half-time 
but failed to cash in on the 
promise its attacking dis-

play showed. 
The game ground to a 

draw, meaning Denmark 
head into its final group 
game with four points while 
Australia have just one.

consecutive wins to seal a 
fifth consecutive appear-
ance.

It is likely to be a fourth 
and final World Cup for the 
33-year-old, although he is 
showing little sign of decline 
after a fourth Champions 
League title in five seasons 
with Real Madrid.

Portugal reached the 
semi-finals in 2006, losing 
to a Zinedine Zidane penal-

ty against France, but exited 
in the last 16 four years later 
before crashing out at the 
group stage in Brazil.

Ronaldo is intent on 
leaving his mark on this 
tournament, two years after 
helping Portugal to a first 
major title at Euro 2016.

"He's a fantastic player. 
There are no words to de-
scribe him," said Portugal 
team-mate Bernardo Silva.

Sochi, Russia, June 21 (Re-
uters): Germany will need 
to transform from a school-
boy team to a fighting unit if 
they are to have any chance 
of progressing in the World 
Cup, midfielder Sami Khe-
dira said on Thursday.

The reigning world 
champions suffered a 
shock opening Group F 
defeat by Mexico, leaving 
their hopes of making the 
knockout stage in the bal-
ance.

They must now beat 
the Swedes, who have 
three points, on Saturday 
as any other result could 
potentially see them elimi-
nated. 

Germany play South 

Moscow, June 21 (Reuters): 
Over one million fans 
have attended games at 
the World Cup, organisers 
FIFA said in a statement on 
Thursday after Denmark’s 
1-1 draw with Australia, the 
21st match of the tourna-
ment in Russia.

“To date, more than 2.6 
million tickets have been 
allocated to football fans 
all around the world, with 
ticket sales ongoing until 
July 15. On average, World 
Cup stadium occupancy 

is at 97 percent and more 
than 70,000 tickets have 
been resold,” added the 
statement.

The only glaring case 
of large numbers of empty 
seats was Uruguay’s 1-0 win 
over Egypt in Yekaterinburg, 
where 6,000 tickets which 
had been allocated were left 
unused.

FIFA said that was due 
to “no shows” from constit-
uent groups which include 
sponsors, member associa-
tions and supporters.

"If he isn't the best play-
er in history, he's at least 
one of them. He's a fantastic 
player who tries to show it 
every time." 

Morocco boss Herve 
Renard had warned of the 
challenge in shutting down 
Ronaldo, but despite fortify-
ing his defence the Portugal 
captain made the decisive 
breakthrough.

"Even if you want to 
draw up plans for Ronaldo, 
he always finds a way out," 
Renard had said on the eve 
of the contest.

"He's absolutely excep-
tional. Perhaps that word 
isn't even strong enough." 
Morocco defender Mehdi 
Benatia claimed his side 
proved they belong at the 
World Cup after a 20-year 
absence, but the Juventus 
centre-back conceded there 
was simply no answer to 
Ronaldo.

" We  h e l d  o u r  ow n 
against  the European 
champions," Benatia said. 
"They have big names, stars, 
everything you want."

 "We gave it everything 
but you saw (the ball) just 
didn't want to go in," he 
added.

"Unfortunately they 
have someone like Cristiano 
Ronaldo who is capable of 
scoring with a half-chance.

2010 World Cup when his 
Portugal were beaten by a 
contentious Spain goal.

Iran’s opening victory 
over Morocco means they 
trail the two Iberian powers 
by a single point in Group B 
with all to play for against 
the European champions in 
Saransk next Monday.

“We are not shy, we go 
for it, we are really deter-
mined,” Queiroz added. 
“We know it will be tough 
but we don’t come here ex-
pecting easy things. We only 
have one thing in mind.”

Iran went down nar-
rowly to Argentina at the last 
World Cup with a similarly 
battling performance only, 
exhausted by their efforts, 
lost 3-1 to Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in their final group 
match.

For  Iran to  f inal ly 
achieve their dream against 
Portugal, Queiroz thought, 
would be all the more re-
markable given the gulf that 
has opened up between 
European countries and the 
rest of the football world.

“I think two years ago 
European football took off 
and they are far away from 
all the national teams,” he 
said.

“The other continents 
are struggling. The gap is 
just getting bigger and big-
ger.”

Korea in their last group 
game.

“Even if we change the 
complete team now, if we 
play with the same attitude 
and the same intensity then 
we will have problems,” 
Khedira told reporters.

“We have to be more 
compact in every part of 
our team. We have to play 
smarter.” The Germans, far 
too passive, were caught 
napping by the quick Mexi-
cans, who scored a first-half 
winner after a fine counter-
attack and whose coach 
Juan Carlos Osorio had 
outlined this exact strategy 
to the media a day before 
the game.

“We played like school-
boys,” Khedira said, “We 
were caught out. This is 
something that can be 
changed.”

Several team discus-
sions have taken place 
since but Khedira said they 
were not playing the blame 
game. “The atmosphere 
was tense but not bad (in 
those discussions),” he 
said.  “We did not blame 
each other. We tried to anal-
yse things together and 
what we need to improve.

 We did not point any 
fingers. We need to be 11 
warriors on the pitch.”


