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Reminds opposition party of being led by a ‘misleading liar and a president on bail’ 
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‘Lies, deceit and propaganda’: 
NDPP’s call on NPF policy
Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) has expressed 
shock at what it stated as “the 
policy of the so-called oldest 
regional political party resorting 
to a strategy of lies, deceit and 
spread of false propaganda (sic).” 

In a statement directed at the 
opposition Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), the NDPP’s publicity cell 
issued a press release on Tuesday: 
“The NDPP is not concerned 
about the NPF sponsored com-
plaint letter to the ECI which 
has signatures and declarations 
by the NPF president who had 
recently broken all norms of the 
Model Code of Conduct and in-
sulted the Constitution of India 
by seeking votes and support on 
religious and communal lines 
and is now on anticipatory bail.”

It reminded that when the 
NDPP was founded on the re-
sponse to the call of the people, 
former chief minister TR Zeliang 
had declared on several occa-
sions that the NDPP is unregis-
tered and will never get registered 
before the assembly elections. 
“However, despite the announce-
ments of the then NPF Chief 
Minister, the NDPP was given 
registration by the ECI on 13th 
October, 2017. Subsequently the 
NDPP was given exclusive use 
of the globe as its symbol on 7th 
December, 2017.

“In the run up to the gen-
eral elections the NPF tried all 
the tricks in its book to strike a 
deal with the BJP for a pre-poll 
alliance going to the extent of 

the erstwhile CM Mr. TR. Zeliang 
announcing falsely of a pre-poll 
alliance after meeting National 
BJP President Mr. Amit Shah. 
This was of course a lie. The NPF 
president after severing ties with 
the BJP upon being dislodged 
from the Chief Minister’s chair 
by Mr. TR Zeliang, later contra-
dicted himself by saying that NPF 
and BJP were natural allies. This 
was again disproved when the 
NDPP-BJP pre-poll alliance was 
announced ahead of the polls,” 
it stated. 

But the NPF, it stated, re-
sorted to the most irresponsible 
and unbecoming campaign of 
slander, lies and propaganda 
again and carried out a strategy 
on communal and religious lines 
as it was bereft of any vision 
or development plan for the 
state. “The affidavit declaration 
of the NPF’s chief ministerial 
candidate Mr. TR Zeliang also 
revealed how he had been living 
in a world of lies when he finally 
declared that he was a failed 
undergraduate. The result was 
a crushing defeat and outright 
rejection by the people. But, 
overnight, the NPF shamelessly 
went begging to the BJP to share 
power and they unsuccessfully 
continue to do so.

“Then after the formation 
of the PDA Government, the 
NPF unleashed its next strategy 
of spreading false propaganda 
when it’s so called famed legal ex-
pert Mr. Yitachu declared on 12th 
April 2018 that the NDPP would 
not be recognized till 2023 and 

that its MLAs were like independ-
ent MLAs. This attempt to spread 
lies by the so called legal expert 
and the NPF’s highly acclaimed 
advocate was once again exposed 
when the ECI acknowledged the 
NDPP when formal recognition 
along with permanent allotment 
of the election symbol was grant-
ed to NDPP by the ECI just 5 (five) 
days later on 17th April, 2018.”

Even in the recently held Lok 
Sabha by-elections, it stated, 
the ‘unconstitutional and irre-
sponsible campaign’ was led by 
the former chief minister and 
NPF president Dr. Shürhozelie 
Lizietsu ‘who urged the people 
to vote for its party candidate 
on religious and communal 
lines’. For that action of his, the 
NPF president was compelled to 
take anticipatory bail, it stated 
further.

“In the same campaign, de-
spite the exposure of Mr. TR Ze-
liang that he had lied to one and 
all by falsely claiming that he had 
passed BA from Kohima College 
in 1979 though he had failed in 
all subjects, the NPF once again 
declared that Mr. TR Zeliang is 
the Chief Minister in waiting. 
The NPF is bereft of responsible 
leadership and continues to be 
led by a misleading liar and a 
President on bail. As long as the 
NPF continues to be led by a per-
son who had lied to every citizen 
of the State and the country on 
his false BA pass claim, the NPF 
has no moral authority to speak 
on every issue. 

“The latest NPF sponsored 

complaint to the ECI and the 
subsequent spread of false prop-
aganda is a desperate attempt 
by the party to stay afloat after 
successive electoral defeats and 
its inability to hold on to its own 
ground. We assure the public 
that the complaint to the ECI is 
a matter that will be replied to 
and clarified and the matter is 
politically motivated and hold 
no water. The NDPP is confident 
that no section will be convinced 
or distracted by the by the strat-
egies of continuous lies, deceit 
and false propaganda which 
seem to have become the only 
options for the NPF, a party that 
is in fast decline and heading 
towards obscurity,” the press 
release read.

Now the NPF has made an-
other ‘wild allegation’ aimed at 
creating confusion and adding to 
its game plan of survival through 
propaganda, it maintained. “It 
has claimed that the NDPP is 
planning to merge with the JD 
(U). The JD (U) is a member of the 
NDA Government at the Centre 
and also a member of the PDA 
in Nagaland and it was on these 
lines that the Nagaland CM and 
the Bihar CM met on the side-
lines of the NITI Aayog meeting 
in New Delhi. The question of 
merger does not arise.

“It can only be concluded 
that a party led by leaders who 
lie to the public will find no other 
strategy but to spread further lies 
instead of sharing its vision or 
playing the role of a constructive 
Opposition.”

Esther Verma
Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
Almost everyone on the 
planet using the internet is 
vulnerable to cyber crime 
– the most common being 
scams to dupe money off 
victims. Although Nagaland 
may not rank among the top 
spots for cybercrime, as the 
people get more exposed to 
technology, the threat also 
gets more real, lethal and 
expensive.

With the recent arrest of 
two scammers from Rajas-
than after duping a wom-
an in Dimapur, people are 
slowly taking more seriously 
what was once considered 
a small matter by inform-
ing the police and getting 
the culprits apprehended.  
But the threats and crimes 
online is evolving in differ-
ent ways and the question 
everybody should be asking 
themselves is what can be 
done to avoid falling in the 
traps of such cyber crimi-
nals. 

The Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner of Police 
(crime) Dimapur, Yanren 
Ngullie speaking to Eastern 
Mirror said that the public 
should try and concentrate 
on what is trending in terms 
of cyber related crimes in 
the state. "There are many 
types of fraud cases where 
people get carried away eas-
ily and start investing mon-
ey,” he said citing example 
of the recent news report of 
two impostors in army uni-
forms sending pictures via 
WhatsApp to gain the trust 
of the victim. 

Even as the natural base 
of online banking is some-
what complicated, the very 
visible increase in mobile 
b a n k i n g  m e a n s  o n l i n e 
frauds will present them-
selves to these financial in-
stitutions with a number 
of extremely difficult chal-
lenges to overpower. 

According to Ngullie, the 
Dimapur police has taken 
measures with banks, such 

as account level checks that 
look at the type of transac-
tions, logins etc. He said 
that the key is to look at the 
analytics and “dig out” sus-
picious activities. He also 
added that like making sure 
all customers have unique 
login usernames will also 
help. Even though there is a 
‘know your customer’ sec-
tion in banks it is “impos-
sible to keep track” of all 
the clients, Ngullie shared 
saying that many people 
just transfer accounts from 
one person to another mak-
ing it difficult to know if the 
account holder is still the 
same.

Without causing incon-
veniences to the customers, 
the ADCP and the bank-
ing institutions have now 
decided to set up banners 
and signboards outside 
their respective banks. And 
likewise, customers will be 
made aware of what is ex-
pected of them and the role 
they will play in preventing 
online offences. 

According to the Naga-
land Board of School Ed-
ucation (NBSE) a total of 
28519 students appeared 
their higher secondary level.  
Many who got through will 
most definitely opt to ven-
ture out to different parts 
of the country for further 
education. 

This also leaves the stu-
dents vulnerable to applying 
at fake colleges and univer-
sities and pay huge sums of 
money online before visiting 
the institute. 

In this matter, the Di-
mapur police and the banks 
have decided to execute a 
programme where resource 
persons will visit schools 
and colleges and sensitise 
the students and parents 
on choosing legitimate in-
stitutes. 

A trend that seems to be 
prevailing in the state is the 
constant upload of “lost and 
found” identification cards 
such drivers licence, Aad-

haar cards, Pan cards etc., 
on social networking plat-
forms. Ngullie warned that 
by doing so any fraudster 
can pick up the details on 
the identification cards and 
use it for criminal activities. 
“Even though the intention 
might be good, many other 
people are lurking around 
for an opportunity to cheat 
others,” the officer said.

According to a report 
provided by the cyber cell at 
the police headquarters in 
Kohima, a total number of 
19 cases pertaining to cyber 
crime have been registered 
so far, including two from 
outside the state.

The shocking news of the 
lynching of two young men 
in Karbi Anglong has left the 
nation in shock. And even 
though present develop-
ments seem to be taking a 
different turn, it cannot be 
denied that the news spread 
like ‘wild-fire’ via social me-
dia. 

A n  o f f i c i a l  f ro m  t h e 
crime branch, Dimapur also 
informed that an ‘adminis-
trator’ of a Facebook page 
is “actually liable” ethically 
at least to be responsible 
for the post a user adds on 
their page or group. “These 
posts can cause destruc-
tion and defame individual 
or individuals and can face 
prosecution if any law suit 
is slapped against the ad-
ministrator,” he said. “They 
(administrator) should have 
a sense of responsibility and 
look for authenticity of the 
post and manage in a certain 
way,” the official added. 

The Director General 
of Police (DGP) Nagaland, 
Rupin Sharma also spoke to 
Eastern Mirror and stressed 
that awareness is the most 
important aspect to tackle 
cyber crime. Claiming that 
the fight against cyber crime 
is ‘bigger than any arms bat-
tle’, the DGP has encouraged 
citizens to channel the use 
of technology in positive 
ways.  

Guwahati, June 19 (IANS): 
With six more deaths reported 
from Cachar and Karimganj 
districts on Tuesday, the death 
toll in the first wave of floods 
in Assam has reached 17 as 
5,64,074 people continued to 
be affected by the deluge in 
five districts on Tuesday.

While the flood situation 
has improved in Golaghat and 
East and West Karbi Anglong 
districts on Tuesday, Nagaon 
Hojai, Cachar, Karimganj and 
Hailakandi districts continued 
to be affected by floods.

According to Assam State 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA), 727 villages 
are affected in the flood-hit 
districts.

Officials said that standing 

crops on around 4,000 hectares 
of land have been damaged.

"Two people were reported 
to have been killed due to flood 
in Cachar while four others 
were killed in Karimganj," 
an ASDMA official said, add-
ing that over 1.5 lakh people 
have taken shelter in relief 
camps in Cachar, Karimganj 
and Hailakandi districts in 
Barak Valley.

"The National Disaster Res-
cue Force (NDRF) and State 
Disaster Rescue Force (SDRF) 
personnel have been deployed 
to assist the district adminis-
tration in carrying out relief 
and rescue operations.

"Over 9,000 people have 
been rescued by the NDRF and 
SDRF forces from Cachar and 

Hailakandi on Tuesday," said 
the ASDMA official.

Me a n w h i l e,  No r t h e a s t 
Frontier Railway officials said 
trains would start running in 
Badapur-Silchar hill section 
after a track fit certificate was 
received for running train on 
the flood-affected Panchgram-
Katakhal section near Silchar.

Accordingly, the Silchar-
Guwahati Express and the 
15943 UP Silchar-Dibrugarh 
express will start from Silchar 
on Wednesday as per time 
table.

Train services in the sec-
tion, which is the lifeline of 
people in Assam's Barak Valley, 
Tripura and Mizoram, were 
suspended due to landslide in 
different areas on the stretch. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 19: Naga-
land’s minister for Higher 
and Technical Educa-
tion, Temjen Imna Along 
was appointed as the 
president of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Naga-
land unit on June 19. The 
news of the appointment 
of Along, initially cir-
culated in social media 
platforms, was signed by 
the BJP national general 
secretary and headquar-
ter in-charge Arun Singh.

The letter signed by 
Singh read: "(The) BJP 
National President Amit 
Shah has appointed Taj-
men Imna Along (Sumo) 
[sic], Minister of Higher 
Education and Techni-
cal Education of Naga-
land as state president 
of Nagaland BJP. This 
appointment comes into 
immediate effect."    

Visasolie Lhoungu, 
who was the president 
of the state BJP till the 
appointment of Along 
on Tuesday, when con-
tacted confirmed the 
news of appointment 
of the legislator as the 
state BJP president and 
told Eastern Mirror 'the 
change in the organisa-
tion was expected but I 
was not informed (about 
it) or expected that the 
change in the organisa-
tion will  happen this 
month.' 

Also confirming the 
news as 'supposed to 
be genuine', the gen-
eral secretary of BJP Na-

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
condemned the firing 
incident that took place 
at Aboi in Mon district on 
June 17.

A Raj Bhavan state-
ment on Tuesday stated 
the governor as saying 
that such violence has no 
place in the society. He 
has appealed the NSCN 
(K) to shun violence and 
restore ceasefire with the 
government of India. 

“Governor Acharya 
stated that the peace 
process was moving in the 
right direction and hoped 
that a settlement will be 
reached at the earliest. He 
called on the NSCN (K) 
to join the peaces proc-
ess and work for an early 
solution in the interest of 
all Nagas. Governor Ach-
arya said the people of the 
State were eagerly waiting 
for an early solution. The 
peace talks should not 
be disturbed in any way, 
he added,” the statement 
read.

galand unit, Jaangsil-
lung Gonmei said they 
have been expected the 
change for the last two 
to three months; and the 
‘change in the organisa-
tion was expected to take 
place in the month of 
August’. 

Remarking the ex-
p e c t e d  b u t  s u d d e n 
change as 'arbitrary pro-
vision from the centre', 
Gonmei said although 
no official meeting was 
held with the state BJP 
unit ‘such things happen 
and have happened pre-
viously too’. 

What was more con-
founding and disrespect-
ful in the letter was the 
apparent reference to 
Along as 'Sumo'. Even 

the first name of the leg-
islator was mentioned 
as 'Tajmen'. Such gaffe 
from a national party 
and to refer to its party 
leader by such name 
was in bad taste – leav-
ing questions, especially 
among social media us-
ers, about the ‘intention 
behind such jibe’. 

Meanwhile, the BJP 
Nagaland unit has ex-
tended congratulations 
to Along for being ap-
pointed as its new presi-
dent. “The Party wishes 
him all the best in his 
new endeavour and hope 
the party will flourish 
in the State under his 
dynamic steward,” read 
a statement from the 
party’s media cell.
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NCYM team visits church in Chessore

Ngaulong Namsha students honour achievers

Sepoy Hungnga laid to rest with full honourBayavu panchayat appeals to public

Governor and others mourn demise 
Residents observe 6th ‘Phuvkiu Day’ anniversary

Committee to inspect bridge construction

CM mourns demise

Anti-tobacco 
slogan competition 
results declared

NTC appeals to shun violence AYO appeals for peace

NCYM officials along with students and members of St. Augustine’s Church in Chessore on June 17.

Officials of Ngaulong Namsha Students’ Union along with the HSLC and HSSLC successful students pose 
for a lens during the felicitation programme in Jalukie on June 16.

Army officer pays tribute to sepoy Hungnga Konyak during the funeral service on June 19.

N Sachu John addressing the gathering at the 6th Phuvkiu Day celebration in the village council hall on June 18.

BJP organisations fete new state president
State Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) kisan morcha and the ST 
morcha have congratulated Temjen Imna Along, minister of 
higher & technical department, on his appointment as state BJP 
president. The kisan morcha president, Matthew K Janger, hope 
that the party would grow stronger and bring about changes in 
the Naga society under his leadership. The ST morcha national 
executive member Thrijungliba Sangtam also hoped that his 
appointment would fulfil the long desired needs of the people. 

State to observe yoga day 
Department of youth resources and sports has announced to 
commemorate the 4th International Day of Yoga at Indira Gandhi 
Stadium in Kohima on June 21 at 7 am.

DPC reschedules election 
The proposed election of new office bearers of the Dimapur 
Press Club (DPC) scheduled on June 28 at Press Point in Super 
Market, Dimapur, has been postponed to July 5.

RMSA teachers convene meeting
The Nagaland Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ 
Association (NRMSATA) 2016 has convened a joint executive 
meeting on June 22 at TU Building near Dimapur taxi stand in 
Kohima at 11 am. The meeting has been convened to elect new 
office bearers for the year 2018–20. All the district convenors 
and three representative from each district are informed to 
attend the meeting.

Eastern Christian College to hold lecture
Department of political science of Eastern Christian College has 
announced to organise its 1st annual lecture on June 22 in its 
college auditorium at 11 am. The topic for the programme will be 
“Freedom of press and its restrictions [Article 19 (2)].” Publisher 
of Morung Express and expert in conflict and peace studies, Dr. 
Akum Longchari, will be the resource persons. The department 
has invited all the students to the programme.

Secretariat drivers convenes meeting 
Nagaland secretariat drivers’ union (NSDU) - ‘TPT Special Pool, 
Kohima,’ has convened its 24th general meeting cum farewell 
service on June 23 at Ungma Kiti near Hotel Cimorb, Old 
Minister’s Hill, Kohima. NSDU general secretary, Ruouolatuo, has 
requested all the union members to attend the said programme.

Doyang Lotha hoho informs commuters
Doyang Lotha Hoho has informed all the commuters and public 
that the Wokha- Maraju road would be closed on account of 
Doyang hydro bridge repairing, which is on the verge of collapse. 
The hoho general secretary, Elyamo Yanthan has requested all 
the commuters to abstain from taking journey on the said road 
from June 22-24. 

District transport officer informs
District transport officer, motor vehicles department, Dimapur, 
has informed that its office, which was closed for three weeks 
for upgrading to Vahan 4.0 and Sarathi 4.0 will be re-opened 
on June 20.

State appoints NSCPCR chairperson
In the interest of public service and in pursuance to section 17 
of commission for protection of child rights act 2005 and as per 
the recommendation of the selection committee vide meeting 
minutes dated June 4, 2018, state government has appointed 
Awan Konyak as chairperson of Nagaland state commission for 
protection of child rights (NSCPCR). The commission will exercise 
power and perform functions assigned to as conferred under 
the Act with its headquarter in Kohima. The chairperson and 
members would hold office for a term of three years from the 
date on which he/she assumes office. The service conditions of 
the chairperson and members would be regulated as prescribed 
under the Act.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
Team from Nagaland 
Catholic Youth Movement 
(NCYM), apex body of Na-
galand catholic youths of 
Kohima Diocese, visited 
St. Augustine’s Church in 

Chessore under Tuensang 
district on June 17. 

The team, led by its 
spiritual director Rev. Fr. 
GL Khing, offered Holy 
Mass together with the 
community members, 

while Rev. Fr. Anthony, 
priest in-charge St. Au-
gustine Church Chessore 
accorded warm welcome 
to the NCYM team, a 
press release from the 
team stated on June 19.

In his homily, Rev. Fr. 
GL Khing, told the com-
munity members to know 
church, love church and 
love one another. He also 
encouraged all parents to 
bring up their children 

according to the Christian 
values. 

A short felicitation 
for fathers was also held 
wherein Veluhu Anthony 
Vero, president NCYM, 
offered a special prayer 

for all the fathers.
After the Holy mass, 

short talks were given by 
Khamkiumong L John,

NCYM general secre-
tary, and Rev. GL Khing. 
John spoke on oneness, 
where he explained that 
Catholic means universal, 
which includes all sec-
tions of society.  He also 
stated that by accepting 
the catholic faith, one 
becomes a follower of 
Christ. John also spoke 
on the importance of Holy 
Eucharist, Mother Mary 
and Holy Rosary.

Rev.  Fr  GL Khing, 
who spoke on commu-
nity, said that everyone 
needs to play a positive 
role and make the com-
munity’s journey more 
meaningful.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): Angami 
Youth Organisation (AYO) has con-
demned the June 17 violence in 
Aboi, wherein two security personnel 
including a young Naga sepoy were 
killed and six others were injured. 

The AYO, in a joint press release 
issued by its president Neinguvotuo 
Krose and the general secretary 
Kekhrie Pfukha, has conveyed con-
dolences to the bereaved families, 
particularly to the family of Hungnga 
Konyak of Longching village and 
also wished speedy recovery to the 
injured.

While maintaining that all Nagas 
have been longing for peace and 
tranquillity in the lands, AYO has 
extended solidarity with the Eastern 
Nagas particularly to the Aboi area 
public and appealed to all concerned 
for peace and shun the path of vio-
lence. 

AYO further appealed to all Naga 
groups as well as the security forces 
to restrain themselves from fur-
ther escalation of violence and seek 
peaceful means for resolution of the 
Indo-Naga conflict.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 9 
(EMN):  Anti-tobacco 
s logan competit ions 
were conducted at Holy 
Family Higher Secondary 
School (HFHSS), Little 
Flower Higher Secondary 
School (LFS), and Dainty 
Buds School (DBS) under 
Kohima district on May 
31 in commemoration of 
“World no tobacco day.”

Winners from HFHSS 
were Yangerjungla Long-
chari, Rozu Roshimai 
and Nyeiwang Konyak, 
while the winners from 
L F H S S  w e re  Ke v i n o 
Lcho, Aneitsonuo Mere 
and Felina Lalrintluangi 
and the winners from 
DBS were Thejano Pearl 
Kikon, Sangyangchipen 
Chang and Rokobino 
Meyase.

The competition was 
organised and spon-
sored by District Tobacco 
Control Cell (DTCC), Ko-
hima.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): While asserting that 
the ongoing negotiation for political solution 
was imperative for the Nagas at this juncture, 
Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) has appealed 
the NSCN (K) to shun violence and look for 
peaceful co-existence. 

NTC, in a press release through its media 
cell on Tuesday, has expected the NSCN (K) to 
be humane and have a sense of respect on the 
efforts of fellow negotiators whose aim was 
to bring about sustainable peace to the land.

It pointed out that the June 17 ambush 
carried out by the NSCN (K) against the As-
sam Rifles at Tobu in Mon, in which three 
soldiers were killed and three others injured, 
was a total negation to the ongoing negotia-
tion and peace. 

“That very act of violence was considered 
to be disrespectful to the popular desire of the 
Nagas for peace and progress,” the statement 
said while condemning the ambush.

NTC has urged the security forces and 
the NNPGs to maintain maximum restrain at 
this stage and avoid all forms of provocations 
and allow conducive atmosphere for genuine 
engagement to bring out lasting political solu-
tion to the protracted Naga political problem.  

It further appealed to NSCN (K) to shun 
violence and look for peaceful co-existence.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 9 
(EMN): MLA and chair-
man of the committee 
on government assur-
ances (2018-2019), Cho-
tisuh Sazo, will conduct 
‘spot verification of the 
construction of bridge 
between Purana Bazaar 
and Walford in Dimapur 
on June 25 at 11 am. 

In forming this in a 
press release, commis-
sioner and secretary of 
Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly, N Benjamin 
Newmai, stated that the 
decision to conduct the 
spot verification was ar-
rived at during the first 
committee meeting on 
government assurances 

(2018-2019) held on June 
15. 

In this regard, the 
commissioner and sec-
retary has requested all 
members of the com-
mittee on government 
assurances (2018-2019) 
to make it convenient to 
be present for the spot 
verification.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
In view of numerous prob-
lems and inconveniences 
faced by the colony resi-
dents due to random park-
ing of vehicles thereby 
obstructing the regular 
flow of traffic particularly 
during meetings and agi-
tations within its jurisdic-
tion, Bayavu area pan-
chayat has appealed to all 
public to park their cars 
properly.

While sympathising 
with the agitating groups 
in their fight for legitimate 
rights and genuine de-

mands and morally sup-
port their struggles, the 
panchayat however stated 
that free movement of 
vehicles were affected due 
to random parking of vehi-
cles by the agitators.

The panchayat chair-
man, Khinyi Woch, and 
the youth organisation 
president, Neiphrelie 
Metha, stated that such 
obstructions are creating 
avoidable inconveniences 
thereby hindering timely 
movement of the public 
to attend important and 
emergency cases like sick-

nesses and delivery cases, 
meetings, schools and of-
fices etc. 

The panchayat has 
appeal to the public to 
park their cars properly 
and organise their events, 
meetings and agitations 
without obstructing the 
traffic movement and 
without causing incon-
veniences to the general 
public. It further stated 
that concerned authorities 
and youth organisation 
would be compelled to 
take its own course of ac-
tion against the defaulters.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 9 
(EMN): State chief min-
ister, Neiphiu Rio, has 
mourned the demise of 
I Masa Ao, a well known 
servant of God and father 
of former MLA Takatiba 
Ao, who passed away on 
June 18 at Changtongya 
in Mokokchung district.

In a condolence mes-
sage,  Rio stated that 
Masa Ao had made sig-
nificant contributions 
towards spreading the 
Gospel of Christ in Na-
galand through his many 
missionary works. He 
added that after a divine 
encounter with Christ 
in his dream one night, 
Masa accepted Christ 
as his personal saviour 
and got baptized on June 
27, 1954, and since then 
dedicated his whole life 
for the glory of God.

Rio stated that Masa 

was one of the found-
ing members of the Na-
galand Lay Evangelical 
Fellowship (NLEF) in the 
1970s. Later in the 1980s, 
he served as the first mis-
sionary-at-large from 
Changtongya Town Bap-
tist Church and over the 
decades, he voluntarily 
served as missionary in 
numerous capacities. 

Rio lamented that in 
his passing, Nagas have 
lost a noble soul who 
was particularly known 
for his good works with 
the youth. He has con-
veyed condolences to all 
members and relatives 
of the bereaved family. 
He prayed that Almighty 
God would give them 
strength and solace to 
bear the loss. He has 
further prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace. 

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
State governor and vari-
ous organisations have 
mourned the untimely 
demise of NC Max Ze-
liang, senior member of 
the state Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and member 
of Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD), who passed away 
on June 18 in Dimapur 
following brief illness. NC 
Max Zeliang was also the 
former vice president of 
the Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF).

In a condolence mes-
sage, state governor, PB 
Acharya, stated that Max 
Zeliang was the son of 
NC Zeliang, a close friend 
and one of the pioneer 
leaders of state BJP. Ach-
arya lamented that NC 
Max’s demise is a great 
loss to the people of Na-
galand in general and the 
party in particular.

He has prayed to the 
Almighty to give strength 
to his family members to 
withstand the demise.

State Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has expressed 
sadness at the passing 
away of its senior mem-

ber who had contributed 
immensely in building 
the party to this stage. 

According to the party 
media cell, Zeliang was a 
1989 cadre of the party 
and the first president of 
the state BJYM (Bharatiya 
Janata Yuva Morcha)- the 
state youth body in 1995. 
He was also the president 
of Peren BJP district from 
2012- 2016 and state ex-
ecutive member till date.

NC Max Zeliang was 
the son of the first BJP 
Nagaland president NC 
Zeliang, who hails from 
Tening assembly con-
stituency in Peren district 
and a pioneer in bringing 
BJP to the state in early 
1990’s. 

The party has con-
veyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members 
and pray for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Meanwhile, the Naga 
Council Dimapur (NCD) 
has also mourned the 
demise of its council-
lor NC Max Zeliang. The 
council general secretary, 
Thsapongkyu Sangtam 
has described him as a 

leader, who was actively 
involved in the activities 
of Naga council contrib-
uting to harmony and 
goodwill in Dimapur and 
Nagas in general.

The council has con-
veyed condolence to the 
bereaved family mem-
bers and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Meanwhile, BJP Peren 
district president Hu-
zantadbo Meriam has 
described Max Zeliang 
as an enthusiastic and 
devoted leader who had 
served as the president 
of state yuva morcha in 
1995 and president of BJP 
Peren district from 2012-
2016 and state executive 
member cum education 
cell convenor till his last 
breath. 

The BJP Peren district 
mourned that the pass-
ing away of Zeliang is 
a loss for the district in 
particular and the whole 
Naga community in gen-
eral. The party has also 
conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family 
members.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
Residents of Phuvkiu vil-
lage under Pungro sub-
division in Kiphire district 
have observed the 6th 
‘Phuvkiu Day’ anniver-
sary in the village council 
hall on June 18. Residents 
have been observing 
‘Phuvkiu Day’ on June 18 
after the village nomen-
clature was changed from 
Chomi to Phuvkiu since 
2013.

‘Phuvkiu Day’ is be-
ing celebrated after they 
researched the origin of 
their ancestor’s geneal-
ogy for the past so many 
decades.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, N Sachu John, 
AEO, pointed out that 
‘Phuvkiu’ is the origin of 
their pioneers’ village. 
He said celebration of 
‘Phuvkiu Day’ is the most 
momentous in the his-

tory of Phuvkiu villagers. 
Sachu also urged upon 
the people to preserve 
the integrity, tradition and 
cultural values and keep it 
alive for the generations 
to come.

The programme was 
presided over by chair-
man of Phuvkiu village 
council, Y Khiutsikiu, 
while the invocation was 
pronounced by catechist 
CKC Phuvkiu, Repewmew. 

The welcome address was 
delivered by second head 
GB, Kiusumew, and the 
significance of ‘Phuvkiu 
day’ was highlighted by 
former VCC, Rukhiukiu.  

Folk song was pre-
sented by GBs of Phu-
vkiu village, while special 
prayer was offered by pas-
tor PBC, Kumkiu, and the 
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by VDB secretary, 
Azikiu Abraham.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
The Ngaulong Namsha 
Students’ Union (NNSU) 
has organised a felicita-
tion programme for suc-
cessful HSLC and HSSLC 
students at Hotel Tamza-
ipa in Jalukie town under 
Peren district on June 16.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
union press release, re-

source person Rangia 
Pame has exhorted the 
students to have aim in 
life and to pursue them 
with determination and 
consistency. Stating that 
everyone will not get 
government job, the re-
source person urged the 
students to seek alterna-
tive means to be self-

reliant instead of sitting 
idle at home. 

He concluded by say-
ing that “Life biggest fail-
ure is not trying.”

Earlier, successful 
HSLC and HSSLC stu-
dents were blessed upon 
by Rev. Pastor Haisong 
Daime of ZBC Jalukie 
town.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 9 
(EMN): Sepoy Hungnga 
Konyak from 164 bat-
talion of Territorial Army 
(H&H) Naga, was laid 
to rest with full military 
honours at his native 
village Longching un-
der Aboi sub-division in 
Mon district on June 19.

Brig. MS Sidhu, com-
mander of 7 sector; Col. 
Samrat Sengupta, com-
manding officer of Tu-

ensang battalion; Lt. Col. 
Toshi Jamir of 164 bat-
talion TA (H&H) Naga; 
Mankhao, OSD to chief 
minister; Thavaseelan 
Karunanidhy, deputy 
commissioner, Mon; and 
Cha Ahung, Konyak un-
ion president Longch-
ing area; were present to 
pay tribute to the noble 
soul in his final journey 
to heavenly abode and 
express solidarity and 

support to the bereaved 
family members.

It may be mentioned 
here that sepoy Hungnga 
Konyak was among the 
army patrolling party 
when they were attacked 
by armed militants near 
Aboi town in Mon dis-
trict on June 17. He sub-
sequently succumbed to 
injuries while evacuating 
to a hospital in Jorhat on 
the same day.
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Rev. C Lima and Pastor Akhum and others after unveiling the centenary monolith at Tsarü in Mon district.

Imtiaz Ali and YouthNet officials with the participants during the launch of the ‘Salon-I Fellowship.’

The house that was vandalised at Model village, 7th Mile in Dimapur. 

Rajesh Soundararajan planting a tree sapling at Kisama heritage 
village during a plantation drive on June 19.

EM Images

Resource persons (Centre) along with teaching faculty and students after a seminar at Fazl Ali College 
on June 19.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, June 19 
(EMN): Cybercrimes in In-
dia is increasing at a rate of 
50 percent every year. They 
also said that 70 percent of 
the crimes are committed 
by young people between 
the age group of 16-35 
years who indulge in the 

crime either intentionally 
or unintentionally.

This was informed by 
Hankiumong and Ninoto 
Zhimomi, who are both 
police officers in the rank 
of DSP, during the seminar 
on ‘Social media and cyber 
crime,’ held at Fazl Ali Col-
lege in Mokokchung on 

June 19.
They also informed 

that every 10 minutes a 
cybercrime is committed 
in India and more often 
the cases are related to so-
cial media such as posting 
intimate / obscene private 
picture and videos.

In this connection, the 

India records 50% annual 
increase in cybercrimes 

NPF Central Youth Wing criticises Rio’s statement  

Tsarü Baptist Church centenary celebration concludes

YouthNet–Godrej open salon to empower women Scholars open 
regional unit 

Group of people attack Model village 

Sakshi circle road restoration under process by villagers 

Planting hope for future generation 

STATE

“1928 - 2018”

We, the family members of Late Kevimedo Rutsa express our 
deepest gratitude to all the NGO’s, Civil Societies, Village 
Councils, Communities, National Workers, Public leaders, 

Doctors, Nurses, each and every Individual and particularly the various 
Churches for your prayers and support during the illness and demise of our 
beloved Father.

Your compassion and support during our difficult times has and will 
continue to strengthen us.

May our Almighty God shower His blessings abundantly upon you all.

In gratitude,
Family of Late Kevimedo Rutsa

Kohima Village.
K-1773 

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) Central Youth 
Wing has censured Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio for, what it termed, 
“sanctimoniously” stating in New 
Delhi on June 12 that it was not pos-
sible to physically integrate Naga 
contiguous areas thereby leaving 
many baffled, shattered and dis-
graced. 

A press communiqué issued by 
Press & Media Wing of NPF, Central 
Youth Wing said that it is compelled 
to bring-forth the attempt to close 
the common aspiration of the Nagas 
- Naga integration issue. It said that 
the issue of Naga integration issue, 
even before the settlement of the 
Naga issue is brought about between 
the Government of India (GOI) and 
the Naga People, the Chief Minister 
self-righteously stated before the 
Media in the New Delhi that it was 
not possible to integrate the Naga 
contiguous areas. 

In this regard, the communiqué 
stated that the ‘Youth Wing seriously 
views that Rio cannot compromise 
the Naga issue as his personal prop-
erties simply, as he does not owned 
the Nagas’. 

“One may be Chief Minister of 

Nagaland but that does not qualify 
him the right to act like the owner of 
its people,” said the communiqué.

 It said that Rio has made a blun-
der by making such declaration 
on Naga integration issue without 
consulting the people while Nagas 
living across Indian state with arti-
ficial boundary and Myanmar have 
sacrificed their lives and everything 
during the last several decades fight-
ing for common Naga aspirations to 
live as one People. 

Therefore, it maintained that 
Rio has no moral right to take such 
unilateral decision whatsoever on 
Naga issue, “unless, he is personally 
challenging the Naga people to try 
bringing him down from his lofty 
chair of the Chief Ministership”. 

It further said that the Youth 
Wing believes in the two negotiating 
parties (GoI and Naga leaders) that 
the issue on Naga integration will be 
amicably settled. 

The communiqué maintained 
that the chief minister of the day 
should not take undue advantage 
merely for his self-vested interest 
and political gain at the cost of the 
whole Nagas.

Saying that there is complete 

evidence on video footages (of Rio’s 
statement) available in the media, 
the communiqué said that Rio tried 
to fool the people and make inno-
cent people the scapegoats through 
‘his habituated shifting of blames to 
others’. 

 Saying that diverting issues 
and shifting blames on others has 
become Rio’s professional trade-
mark, the NPF Central Youth Wing 
said that to no surprise, Rio and his 
cohorts, like in the past four years, 
wasted no time in diverting the sub-
ject matter to TR Zeliang’s qualifica-
tion once again.

Claiming that the CM’s 100-days 
promise in Nagaland is turning into 
hogwash, the communiqué stated 
that “Rio is busy washing the feet 
of the Central bigwigs at New Delhi 
and nodding to every dictate term(s) 
be it Naga Integration Issue or Citi-
zens Amendment Bill, just to remain 
afloat and avoid drowning himself in 
his self-made pool of hogwash. 

While expressing belief in the 
sagacity of the Election Commission 
of India, the release added that Rio 
and the NDPP is soon going to face 
‘its doomsday’ when ECI will stick to 
its rule book. 

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
The grand centenary cel-
ebration of Tsarü Baptist 
Church (TBC) under Tuen-
sang district was success-
fully held. 

A press release issued 
by the media & documen-
tation team of  Tsarü Bap-
tist Church Centenary’ in-
formed that the executive 
secretary of USBLA, Rev. 
C Lima unveiled a cente-
nary monolith on June 14 
at the Centenary Park to 
commemorate the jubilee 
celebration. 

Speaking on the theme 
“Jesus, the light of the 
world,” Rev. Dr. Zelhou 
Keyho, general secretary 
of the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council said, Tsarü 
‘being the first commu-
nity to celebrate 100 years 
of Christianity is like a 
hotspot for the ENPO area’. 

“But hotspot cannot 
be connected without a 
password. 

He therefore, urged the 
community to pass on the 
password-(light) to oth-
ers so as to ignite the unlit 
souls,” the release quoted 
Rev Keyho. 

It also informed that 
Commissioner-Secretary 
Lithrongla G Chishi who 
addressed the congrega-

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN):  
In the first of its kind the 
YouthNet in collaboration 
with the Godrej opened 
the ‘Salon-I Fellowship’ 
with the aim to empower 
women entrepreneurs in 
the area of beauty and well-
ness through life skills and 
gender sensitisation. 

A press release received 
on Tuesday from the Youth-
Net informed.

The inauguration pro-
gramme was attended by 
Indian film director, pro-

ducer and writer, Imtiaz Ali 
as special invitee. 

Ali in his address said 
that the beauty and well-
ness industry is growing in 
the country and with more 
professionals participation 
has helped entrepreneurs 
scale their business in-
creasing their profitability 
and also employing more 
people.  

One should not rely on 
someone to do things but 
should be done independ-
ently, he said. 

Ali wished the very best 
for the project and urged for 
more interesting and mean-
ingful workshops in the days 
to come.  

Director YouthNet Lezo 
putsure said YouthNet’s 
partnership with Godrej 
is growing stronger each 
year. This year, he said the 
team will be focusing on 
building leadership and 
entrepreneurship skills for 
women entrepreneurs. 

Beneficiary of beauty-
preneur project, Kenein-

gunuo thanked Godrej and 
YouthNet for providing the 
platform.  

Glimpse of the project 
was presented by Moainla 
Jamir and Velütalü Puro. 

Under the YouthNet–
Godrej Salon-I Fellowship, 
20 entrepreneurs will un-
dergo nine months skill 
training. 

The project specifically 
aims at equipping micro-
entrepreneurs in beauty 
with up-skilling a sustain-
able business, it informed.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
A group of people along on 
June 9 allegedly entered 
and attacked the 7th Mile 
Model village in Dimapur 
and vandalised a house.

In a press release joint-
ly appended by the vil-
lage council Chairman 
Imkong Tsudir, Secretary 
Kevi Meru and GBs re-
ceived here on Tuesday, 
stated that ‘a group with 
Dr. Zhaneio of Viswema 
village, entered the vil-
lage and damaged a house 
while most villagers were 
out on their daily chores.’ 

The alleged attackers 
had also warned the vil-

 Dimapur June 19 (EMN): With the ini-
tiatives of the EAC in charge of Sakshi, 
Robi Sangtam EAC Longleng, the four 
village councils and the church lead-
ers of Yangching, Auching, Sakshi and 
Yongphang under Sakshi circle have 
been renovating the 35 KM lone roads 
from Sakshi to Longleng headquarter 
since June 15.  

According to DPRO Longleng, all 
the expenditure was made by the vil-
lage councils and well wishers, and 

the machinery like earth mover was 
provided by the PWD department. 
The villagers have been clearing the 
landslides and filling the potholes since 
June 15 and is still continuing the reno-
vation with enthusiasm for good roads.

‘Robi Sangtam took the initiatives 
and mobilized the villagers for a con-
solidate efforts after acknowledging the 
hardship face by the people of Sakshi 
circle. Repairing the road was neces-
sary to keep the NST service regularly 

which would help the poor villagers in 
their economic aspects’, it stated.    

Special mention was also made 
that this road not only connects Sakshi 
with Longleng HQ but also serves as an 
alternative road for the people of Moka 
and Tobu sub-divisions of Mon district. 
The 7 villages under Sakshi circle are 
economically backward villages of the 
district and are neglected villages of the 
Phom community.  This road becomes 
unplyable during the peak monsoon.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
The Kohima division Forest 
department in collaboration 
with Deputy Commissioner 
Kohima Rajesh Soundara-
rajan, NAAME, youth vol-
unteers from Phesama, Kig-
wema and Jakhama villages 
carried out plantation drive 
under the theme, “Planting 
hope for the future” on June 
19 at Kisama Heritage vil-
lage. DIPR updated about 
the event on Tuesday.

During the short pro-
gramme, DC said that the 
plantation drive has been 
started in many districts to 
create awareness on envi-
ronmental protection and 
conserving the wildlife for 
a healthy environment. 

police officials who were 
speaking as a resource per-
sons for the seminar, cau-
tioned the students that 
impersonation (using of 
fake account), cyber stalk-
ing, bullying and exposing 
confidential information 
come under the purview 
of Information Technology 
Act, 2000.

Resource persons ad-
vised the students to first 
authenticate videos or other 
related materials before re-
posting or circulating on 
social media platforms. 

They also advised the 
students to be cautious 
about increasing cyber 
scams like African scams, 
debit card scams etc. 

Students were enlight-
ened and educated on how 
to use social media plat-
forms in a responsible man-
ner.

The seminar was organ-
ised taking into account the 
increase misuse of social 
media platforms to spread 
rumours and misinforma-
tion thereby leading to social 
unrest and tensions even 
to the extending of causing 
deaths.

He appealed the public to 
not only plant trees but to 
ensure maintenance for 
a clean environment and 

sought the cooperation 
from various local bodies 
and youths to protect the 
environment.

tion, called for the need to 
conserve the environment 
and to make use of the 
rich natural resources at 
our disposal to maximize 
income generation.  

As part of the celebra-
tion, a Sangtam Naga 
Children Bible was also 
released by the Sr. Auxiliary 
secretary, BSI Dimapur, 
Rev. Dr. Z K Rochill on June 
14.  Rev Dr. Rochill is re-
ported to have said that 
“USBLA is the sixth tribe in 
Nagaland to have children 
Bible for which he con-
gratulated the association”.

Rev. I Apila, executive 
secretary TNBA, who was 
another speaker at the cen-

tenary programme, said 
that “in a broken world, 
we are called to be healers. 
Light is a symbol of hope, of 
truth and of life itself”. 

Others who spoke at 
during the jubilee celebra-
tions were the pastor of 
Longsa Baptist Church, K 
Supong and N Bendang 
(retired secretary, PHED). 

The latter is the son of 
a former pastor of TBC, 
and he and his family pre-
sented gifts to the oldest 
woman and man in the vil-
lage, the release informed. 

Former Lok Sabha MP, 
K Asüngba Sangtam and 
USLP president K Yong-
hopi Sangtam exhorted 

the gathering while Tsarü 
fellowships Mokokchung, 
Tuensang, Dimapur, and 
Chare town presented spe-
cial songs followed by cen-
tenary feast. 

It informed that a cen-
tury back, in the year 1918, 
Tsarü village had about 
200 families, while in 2018 
there are more than 1000 
families.

”Interestingly, even in 
100 years the village has 
only about 250 families. 
While the rest are all em-
ployed elsewhere which 
is a good sign of progress 
and God’s blessing on the 
community fourfold,” the 
release stated. 

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
The Naga Scholars’ Asso-
ciation (NSA) has opened 
its unit in Kohima, named 
Kohima Regional Unit on 
June 17. The opening pro-
gramme and installation for 
the executive council was 
held at Heritage in Kohima. 
The unit will be led by Dr. 
Zavise Rume and Dr. Kholia 
as the president and the 
general secretary in line, the 
association updated media 
on Tuesday. 

The president of the as-
sociation while briefing the 
audience about the objec-
tives emphasised the sig-
nificance and relevance of 
the NSA for the Naga society. 

Dr. R Vashum, one of 
the advisors of the NSA ex-
horted on the importance 
and responsibility of the as-
sociation to respond to the 
needs of the scholars and 
the Naga society at large. 

Vashum along with 
president administered the 
installation of the new ex-
ecutive council.  

The release informed 
that this is the first regional 
chapter being established 
in the Nagaland as NSA is 
presently headquartered in 
Delhi with members spread 
across the globe. 

 He appreciated the ef-
forts contributed by the For-
est department, Nagaland 
Adventures Club and youths 
for successful implementa-
tion of the programme and 
achieving their target.

DFO Kohima Rongsen-
lemla Imchen while high-
lighting the importance of 
protecting the importance 
of environment said that the 
Kohima Forest division has 
distributed 20,000 saplings 
from central nursery from 
May in and around Kohima 
district to the public, institu-
tions, army etc.  She urged 
the public to maintain the 
plantations in a proper way to 
reach the objective of healthy 
environment. 

lagers to vacate the village 
within two months, the 
press release stated.

“This unwarranted at-
tack on the village, duly 

established since 1951 
and recognised by the gov-
ernment, is taken very 
seriously by the village for 
which this release is made 

to make it be known that 
any similar intrusion and 
attack on the village in the 
future will be dealt with in 
any manner as may be felt 
necessary in the defence of 
an established Naga village,” 
the press release stated. 

The village council ap-
pealed the concerned au-
thorities to take necessary 
action for the criminal act 
and also to restrain the at-
tacking party ‘so as not to 
create law and order situ-
ation which may result in 
bloodshed, as the village 
will be compelled to defend 
them in any manner as felt 
necessary.’ 
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Tax free, deficit less INR 16, 387 
crores budget presented in Tripura 

Stranded goods trucks in 
Manipur resumes after landslide

Agartala, June 19 (IANS): The 
Tripura Deputy Chief Minister Jish-
nu Dev Varma on Tuesday presented 
INR 16, 387.21 crore tax-free budget 
for financial year 2018-19.

Tabling the budget on the first 
day of  the assembly session, Dev 
Varma, who holds the Finance port-
folio, said that there is no deficit in 
the budget. He, however, proposed 
increase of  sales tax on petrol by 
two per cent and on diesel and piped 
natural gas by one per cent each.

Besides, the new Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) led alliance gov-
ernment levied cess on turnover at 
the rate of two per cent on the three 
fuels.

“With the increase of sales tax 
and imposition of  cess, the state 
government is expecting to earn INR 
40.84 crore per year. The earning 
from the proposed new cess would 
be utilised for road development in 

the state,” he said.
The first budget of the BJP gov-

ernment also marginally increased 
road tax, except for three wheelers 
and electric vehicles.

In the budget which has a 14.62 
per cent increase over the revised 
estimates of last fiscal (2017-18), he 
announced eight new schemes while 
broadening scope many ongoing 
schemes and projects.

In his over two-hour-long budget 
speech, Dev Varma proposed to 
constitute the “Tripura Infrastruc-
ture and Investment Fund Board” 
for raising funds from private sector 
for taking up large infrastructure 
projects.

He also announced that several 
awards would be introduced soon to 
encourage meritorious youths in the 
field of  education, sports and cul-
ture, to recognise outstanding work 
of the civil servants and to boost the 

quality education by teachers.
Briefing media after the budget 

presentation, Principal Secretary, 
Finance, M Nagaraju said that a 
lump-sum amount of  INR 1,000 
crore has been earmarked in the 
budget to implement the recommen-
dation of the Seventh Central Pay 
Commission (7th CPC) for Tripura 
government employees.

As per the pre-poll promise of  
the BJP, the government in March 
has constituted a three-member 
expert committee headed by former 
Assam Chief Secretary PP Varma to 
implement the much demanded 7th 
CPC proposals in the state for over 
2.15 lakh government employees 
and pensioners.

In the budget, Dev Varma also 
said that “Distress Paras” (distress 
habitat) would be identified in the 
interior and tribal areas to provide 
free ration to the people living there.

He said that INR 300 crore has 
been allocated to implement the 
33 social security pension schemes 
benefiting 4.22 lakh people that been 
launched by the previous Left Front 
government.

“The BJP government would 
launch new pension schemes for the 
new state government employees 
who would join in the government 
service from July this year. The state 
government has decided to distribute 
free smartphones to college students 
studying under-graduate degree in 
the government degree colleges,” he 
announced.

Meanwhile, Speaker Rebati Mo-
han Das announced that election of  
the new Deputy Speaker would be 
held on Thursday.

According to assembly sources, 
Congress-turned-BJP legislator 
Biswabandhu Sen is likely to be cho-
sen for the post unopposed.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 19 (EMN): 
Nearly 400 goods trucks 
which were stranded along 
the Imphal-Jiribam sector 
of  the National Highway 
37 following landslide, man-
aged to move towards Im-
phal after completion of  
road repairing, sources said. 
Most of  the goods trucks 
have already reached Im-
phal.

Earlier the goods trucks 
were stranded near Tupul 
in Noney district after the 
landslide and sudden sinking 
of the highway in between 
Sinam and Laijang villages 
in Imphal.

At the same time, the 
death toll in the flash flood 
has raised to eight with the 
recovery of a missing man’s 
dead body on Tuesday. The 
deceased Md. Riyajuddin 
went missing after he fell 
into the Imphal river at 
Lilong Haoreibi area on 
June 16.

The f lood has also 

claimed lives of  400 ani-
mals and altogether 51,689 
victims from 269 different 
flood affected villages. Ac-
cording to the Directorate of  
Relief and Disaster Manage-
ment the flood also damaged 
4,167 hectares of  agricul-
tural land and 23,463 houses 
in ten districts.

Around 50,372 people 
are taking shelter at 155 
relief  camps which were 
opened providing assist-
ance and distributing relief  
materials. The central and 
state forces were deployed 
for immediate assistance of  
the victims.

“The flood situation in 
some parts of  the state is 
improving although some 
areas are still inundated un-
der flood water,” says state 
information and public rela-
tions department in a press 
release. 

“The government is us-
ing all its machineries to-
wards extending maximum 
help to the flood victims 

and is keeping a strict vigil 
to control the situation both 
in the hills and the valley,” 
added the source. However, 
fresh flash flood was re-
ported at Khangabok area.

Responding to the gover-
nor of Manipur, Dr. Najma 
Heptulla urged for people to 
donate, many started to do-
nate cash to the Governor’s 
and the Chief  Minister’s 
relief  funds for flood vic-
tims separately. On the other 
hand, the state health depart-
ment has started to organ-
ise health camps across the 
flood affected areas while 
the district administration 
initiated distribution of relief  
materials.

O x f a m  I n d i a  a l s o 
launched its response by pro-
viding clean water, hygiene 
kits, basic information etc., 
in Imphal East and Thoubal 
in Manipur. Himanshi Mat-
ta of Oxfam India said that 
they are planning to provide 
rice, dal, and edible oil once 
the stock arrives.

Mumbai, June 19 (PTI): A 
day after backing Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
sit-in at the lieutenant gover-
nor’s office, the Shiv Sena to-
day extended its sympathies 
to the Asom Gana Parishad 
which is opposing the Cen-
tre’s Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill.

It said the “political ac-
cident” of 2014 (of the BJP 
coming to power with a 
thumping majority) will not 
happen in the next year’s 
general elections.

Taking a dig at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
over his frequent foreign vis-
its, the Sena said while India 
was witnessing dust storms, 
the PM, being mostly out of  
the country, might not be af-
fected by it. 

The Sena said some rep-
resentatives of  the Asom 
Gana Parishad (AGP) yes-
terday visited ‘Matoshree’, 
the residence of party chief  
Uddhav Thackeray here.

“They expected the Sena 
to lead a coalition of regional 
parties at the national level,” 
it said in an editorial in party 
mouthpiece ‘Saamana’.

Noting that AGP, an 

ally of  the BJP in Assam, 
was strongly opposing the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, the Sena said every re-
gion has its own ‘element 
of pride’, hence a linguistic-
based state formation policy 
was accepted.

“It is not a treason to 
love Maharashtra,” the Sena, 
whose primary base is in the 
western state, said.

T h e  A s o m  G a n a 
Parishad, a constituent in the 
BJP-led Assam government, 
has expressed its apprehen-
sions over the Citizenship 
(Amendment Bill), saying 
the historic Assam Accord 
would become meaningless 
if the bill was passed.

The Assam Accord states 
that all illegal foreigners, who 
entered the north eastern 
state after 1971 from Bang-
ladesh, irrespective of their 
religion, had to be deported.

Meanwhile, the Sena, 
which had earlier announced 
to go solo in future polls, 
exuded confidence of  win-
ning the next Maharashtra 
elections.

“The Shiv Sena will cer-
tainly come to power on its 
own in Maharashtra. It will 

also garner enough strength 
at the Centre to become a 
decisive factor on who will sit 
at the throne in Delhi (refer-
ring to the prime ministerial 
post),” the Marathi publica-
tion said.

The Shiv Sena has com-
pleted 52 years and the jour-
ney has been full of struggle, 
it said.

“When (Maratha war-
rior king) Shivaji decided 
to have his own kingdom, 
several questions were raised 
about the challenges and dif-
ficulties. A similar struggle 
was faced by Sena founder 
late Balasaheb Thackeray,” 
it said.

The Sena said questions 
were being raised whether 
there was a pre-Emergency 
situation in the country.

Jawans were being killed 
in Kashmir, it said and al-
leged that the government 
elected with a mandate in the 
national capital (referring to 
the Kejriwal-led dispensation 
in Delhi) was being throttled.

“If  the bureaucracy 
continues to function on its 
whims, it will be difficult to 
hold elections and run a gov-
ernment,” the editorial said.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Governor 
PB Acharya has congratu-
lated Nutlai Lalbiakkima 
for winning bronze medal 
at the Kazakhstan Presi-
dent’s Cup in Astana, Ka-
zakhstan. 

An updates from the 
Raj Bhavan on Tuesday 
informed that Lalbiakkima 
defeated the world number 
one boxer and Olympic 
champion Hasanboy Dus-
matov to bag the bronze 

medal. 
The governor, while ex-

pressing delight at the ac-
complishment, stated that 
Nutlai has made everyone 
proud. 

“You have done remark-
ably well at such a young 
age. Our best wishes are 
always with you,” the gov-
ernor said.

Acharya encouraged 
the young boxer to always 
aim high and continue to 
achieve success in his field.

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): 
The Assam Rifles, in col-
laboration with the Assam 
University Silchar will be 
conducting a seminar on 
‘convergence of  security 
forces and mass media to-
wards nation building’ at 
Silchar on June 23. Up-
dates on Tuesday informed 
about the programme.

The seminar aimed to 
seek answers to numerous 
queries confronting India as 
a nation and its significant in-
struments of nation building. 

The organisers are stated 
that they are confident that 
the seminar will not only en-
lighten the audience but also 
define contours of the way 
ahead for improved security 

forces-mass media relations.
Further, a curtain rais-

er to seminar was held at 
Srikona on June 19. 

The officers of  IGAR 
(East), Faculty of  Mass 
Communication, Assam 
University Silchar and jour-
nalists from various local 
media attended the pro-
gramme. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 19 (EMN): The 17th ‘Great 
June Uprising Unity Day’ was observed 
on June 18 by paying floral tributes in the 
memory of eighteen persons who lost their 
lives during the public movement to protect 
the territorial integrity of Manipur.

The event was jointly organised by the ob-
servation committee of All Manipur United 
Clubs Organisation (Amuco) and United 
Committee Manipur (UCM) at Kekrupat in 
Imphal.

Vehicular movements was affected along 
the National Highways and district highways 
in ‘Naga areas’ during the observation after 
the United Naga Council called a 12-hour 
bandh on these roads to demand an early set-
tlement of the Naga political issue, according 
to reports.

People from different parts of the state, 
family members of  the slain persons, po-
litical leaders, including ruling and opposition 
MLAs and civil society organisations turned 
up to pay respect to the departed souls who 
died in security forces firing. 

People remembered the historic day when 
the people took to the streets in the state 
capital on June 21 2001 after the then union 
government inserted the clause ‘without 
territorial limits’ in the ceasefire agreement 
with NSCN (IM). The memorial service was 
followed by a public meeting which vowed to 
safeguard the territorial integrity of the state. 

The main market, cinema halls, educa-
tional institutions and other establishments 
remained closed during the observation. 
However the government offices remained 
open with poor attendance.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 19 (EMN): 
The governor of  Manipur 
Dr. Najma Heptulla and the 
Manipur’s Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh have assured the 
Manipur University Students 
Union (Musu) delegation 
that they would look into the 
ongoing crisis in Manipur 
University (MU) at their re-
spective levels to bring a long 
lasting solution.

The governor and Chief  
Minister made the assurance 
during their separate meet-
ings with the Musu represent-
atives at the Raj Bhavan and 
the chief minister’s secretariat 
in Imphal on June 18, Musu 
leaders said on Tuesday.

Musu had been demand-
ing replacement of  Vice 
Chancellor (VC) Prof. Adya 
Prasad Pandey alleging that 
the he has failed to take initia-
tive for the development of  
the institution, leaving the 
university in a paralysed state. 
In protest, the union have 
launched an indefinite shut-
down since May 31.

The union functionaries 
condemned the attitude of  
the VC for making statement 
to the press only after their 
agitation entered more than 
half a month in the university 
campus. ‘Why he remains si-
lent for so many days,’ Musu 

queried.
On Mon. June 18, the 

governor told the media that 
she wants to resolve the on-
going crisis in the MU over 
the demand of replacement 
of the present Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. Prasad Pandey, in 
the interest of the public.

Earlier demanding ‘im-
mediate intervention’ into 
the ongoing crisis, the Ma-
nipur University Teachers 
Association (Muta) had al-
ready staged a sit in protest 
at its Canchipur campus. 
They seek for an immedi-
ate intervention of the uni-
versity’s visitor saying that 
Muta stands for administra-
tive transparency.

A man behind establish-
ing the MU during 80’s, O 
Joy also reacted to the crisis. 
He blamed the VC for ham-
pering the academic atmos-
phere of the university and 
creating chaos in the relation-
ship between the university 
and student’s community. 

However, Prof. Pandey 
claimed that he has done all 
he can for the university after 
assuming charge about 18 
months back. 

He also claimed that MU 
has become the first univer-
sity in the country to open 
smart class in every depart-
ment.

Resource persons during the curtain raiser programme at Srikona. 

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1854     SUD0KU 1694
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Brazilian ballroom dance
 6. Jacob’s brother (Bible)
 10. Experts
 14. Districts
 15. Account (abbrev.)
 16. Alley
 17. Department store chain
 18. Proportion over time
 19. Latin for “The same”
 20. True price of a drinking binge
 22. Flower cluster
 24. Dry
 25. Pertaining to a mountainous 

Asian country
 26. Stir up
 29. “____ fide” = genuine
 30. Aquatic bird
 31. Pots used to boil water for tea
 37. Thai people living in south 

Burma
 39. Utilize
 40. Genus of heathers and heaths
 41. Small shore bird
 44. Long period of time
 45. Procedes
 46. Not celebrated or recognized
 48. Lack of energy
 52. US state
 53. Musician
 54. Stimulated
 58. Weep loudly
 59. Focuses light
 61. Depart
 62. Cain’s brother
 63. German earth goddess
 64. City in Germany
 65. Units of radiation
 66. Ancient Greek city-state
 67. Begin 

DOWN
 1. Cloth worn over a shoulder
 2. Extent of surface
 3. Average

 4. Negotiated
 5. Classify or arrange
 6. “Dog-_____” pages
 7. Left by a wound or sore
 8. Something done
 9. Pertaining to the uterus
 10. _____ in Wonderland
 11. Young military trainee
 12. Bowel cleansing 
 13. Spermal fluid
 21. ____ Nam
 23. Lessen
 25. Voucher or equivalent 

item
 26. Sorts or classes

 27. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration

 28. Maize
 29. Foundation
 32. 18th century Swiss 

mathematician 
Leonhard _____

 33. Most worthless
 34. Place
 35. Economics (abbrev.)
 36. French for “Blood”
 38. Beverage of 

wine, lemon and 
nutmeg 

 42. A small root
 43. Intestines
 47. City in Italy
 48. Pertaining to lobes
 49. Addis ______
 50. Knotted (archaic)
 51. Respiratory organs in 

fish
 52. Retract
 54. Pertaining to India
 55. “Tabula ____” = blank 

slate
 56. Always
 57. Depression
 60. Go astray

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1693

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1853

Sena backs Asom Gana 
Parishad on Citizenship Bill

Gov. Acharya congratulates 
bronze medalist

Curtain raiser for joint seminar held at Srikona 

Manipur observes ‘Great June Uprising Unity Day’  

Manipur’s CM, governor 
responds to MU crisis 

The Director General Assam Rifles Lt. General Sukhdeep  Sangwan being greeted by the governor 
of Meghalaya, Ganga Prasad at Shillong on June 19. During the brief interaction they discussed the 
general security situation in Shillong as well as various initiatives taken by Assam Rifles towards the 
‘Act East Policy.’

Reviews and updates
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Volcanic eruptions behind mysterious 
Martian rock formation — Study

Plant-based diets may help 
diabetics manage health

This supermassive black 
hole shredded a star

Mars to come closest to Earth in 15 years next month

AI helps radio 
journalist regain voice

Washington, June 18 (IANS): 
Explosive volcanic eruptions 
that shot jets of hot ash, rock 
and gas skyward are the prob-
able source of a mysterious 
Martian rock formation near 
the planet’s equator, says a new 
study.

The Medusae Fossae Forma-
tion is a massive, unusual de-
posit of soft rock with undulat-
ing hills and abrupt mesas.

Scientists first observed the 
Medusae Fossae with NASA’s 
Mariner spacecraft in the 1960s 
but were perplexed as to how it 
formed.

The current study, published 
in the Journal of Geophysical 
Research: Planets, suggests the 
formation was deposited during 
explosive volcanic eruptions on 
the Red Planet more than three 
billion years ago. 

The formation is about one-
fifth as large as the continental 
US and 100 times more massive 
than the largest explosive vol-
canic deposit on Earth, making 
it the largest known explosive 
volcanic deposit in the solar 
system, according to the study 
authors.

“This is a massive deposit, 
not only on a Martian scale, but 
also in terms of the solar sys-
tem, because we do not know 
of any other deposit that is like 
this,” said study lead author Lu-
jendra Ojha, a planetary scien-
tist at Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, Maryland, US. 

The researchers believe that 
the new finding could add to 
scientists’ understanding of 
Mars’s interior and its past po-
tential for habitability.

The eruptions that created 

the deposit could have spewed 
massive amounts of climate-
altering gases into Mars’ atmos-
phere and ejected enough water 
to cover Mars in a global ocean 
more than nine centimeters 
thick, Ojha said.

Previous radar measure-
ments of Mars’s surface sug-
gested the Medusae Fossae had 
an unusual composition, but 
scientists were unable to deter-
mine whether it was made of 
highly porous rock or a mixture 
of rock and ice. 

In the new study, the re-
searchers used gravity data from 
various Mars orbiter spacecraft 
to measure the Medusae Fos-
sae’s density for the first time. 

They found the rock is unu-
sually porous -- it is about two-
thirds as dense as the rest of the 
Martian crust. 

They also used radar and 
gravity data in combination 
to show the Medusae Fossae’s 
density cannot be explained 
by the presence of ice, which is 
much less dense than rock.

Because the rock is so po-
rous, it had to have been de-
posited by explosive volcanic 
eruptions, according to the re-
searchers.

Greenhouse gases exhaled 
during the eruptions that 
spawned the Medusae Fossae 
could have warmed Mars’s sur-
face enough for water to remain 
liquid at its surface, but toxic 
volcanic gases like hydrogen 
sulfide and sulfur dioxide would 
have altered the chemistry of 
Mars’ surface and atmosphere. 

Both processes would have 
affected Mars’ potential for 
habitability, Ojha said.

London, June 18 (IANS): A US radio journalist who 
had lost his voice two years ago due to a rare neu-
rological condition has regained the ability to speak, 
thanks to artificial intelligence (AI), the media re-
ported.

Jamie Dupree, 54, a political radio journalist 
with Cox Media Group, got a new voice that trained 
a neural network to predict how he would talk, us-
ing samples from his old voice recordings, the BBC 
reported. With his new voice, Dupree can now write 
a script and then use a free text-to-speech software 
programme called Balabolka on his laptop to turn it 
into an audio recording.

If a word or turn of phrase does not sound quite 
right in the recording, he can slow certain conso-
nants or vowels down, or swap a word to one that 
does work, or change the pitch, and he can have a 
full radio story ready to go live in just seven minutes.

“This has saved my job and saved my family from 
a terrible financial unknown,” Dupree was quoted as 
saying to the BBC. 

In 2016, Dupree was diagnosed with tongue pro-
trusion dystonia -- a rare neurological condition 
where the tongue pushes forward out of his mouth 
and his throat tightens whenever he wants to speak, 
making it impossible for him to say more than two or 
three words at a time.

Thanks to the new computer-generated voice, 
created for him by Scottish technology company 
CereProc, Dupree is set to come back on air, the re-
port said.

The AI system slices each word read out by an in-
dividual into 100 tiny pieces, and does this with lots 
of common words until eventually it understands 
how basic phonetics work in that person’s voice and 
has an ordered sequence for all the pieces in each 
word. Then, the neural network can create its own 
sounds and predict what the person would sound 
like if they were to say a series of words in conversa-
tion.

“AI techniques work quite well on small con-
strained problems, and learning to model speech 
is something deep neural nets can do really well,” 
Chris Pidcock, CereProc’s chief technical officer and 
co-founder, told the BBC.

THANTHUNG MYINGTHUNG
MONTSSO EPI.

Dated, Wokha the 19th June 2018.

D-5557 

OFFICE OF THE
LOTHA ELOE HOHO

H.Q. WOKHA - 797111. NAGALAND

Lotha Eloe Hoh (LEH) na yenjo tiyingo to nzontsü sanrhyu(7th General Conference) tsungon 
12th -13th June 2018, Tiyi Hall wokha lona khitathung, otsi orang na tssolia, tsütsayilan na 
tssolia, jokhe na tssolia kvüta tana ekyo erong mmhom pita cho sana topvü thungi montso 
nte pila.Potso khi nte topvü pono kyongkata nte mmhayitokvü ka to nte randaniala.

 Sd/- Sd/-
 (Mrs. Mhonchumi Humtsoe) Mrs. Nchumbeni Lotha
 President, Lotha Eloe Hoho Finance Secy. Lotha Eloe Hoho

Sl.No. Omying/Ekhung.
1. Mrs.Mhalo Humtsoe(NCS)    
2. Mrs.Thungdeno Mozhui.                                           
3. Mrs. Zanbeni Yanthan
4. Mrs. Areni Patton
5. Mrs.Abeni Lotha(Ezung) 
6. Ms.Tsenlumi Murry
7. Mrs.Thungbeni Ngullie
8. Mrs.Lily Humtsoe
9. Mrs.N.Janbeni Kikon
10. Ms.Zubeno Shitiri
11. Dr.Abeni Lotha
12. Mrs.Tumchobeni Tsopoe
13. Mrs Chumbeno Kithan
14. Mrs Yilobeni Ezung.
15. Mrs.Abeni Odyuo.
16. Mr.Mhonthung Tungoe & family.
17. Mr.Renponthung Ezung.
18. Chanka colony Eloe Ekhung.
19. L.CMHS colony Eloe Ekhung.
20. Saron colony Eloe Ekhung.
21. Airfield Niropen colony Eloe Ekhung.
22. Züvotong colony Eloe Ekhung.
23. Rachan colony Eloe Ekhung.
24. Niropen colony Eloe Ekhung.

25. Kohima Lotha  Eloe Ekhung.
26. Likya/Orchid colony Eloe Ekhung.
27. Blue Hill colony Eloe Ekhung.
28. Tchuyiro colony Eloe Ekhung.
29. Forest colony Eloe Ekhung.
30. Mid-land colony Eloe Ekhung.
31. New  colony Eloe Ekhung.
32. Suren colony Eloe Ekhung.
33. PWD colony Eloe Ekhung.
34. Vüngotchü colony Eloe Ekhung.
35. Molonsü colony Eloe Ekhung.
36. GHS colony Eloe Ekhung.
37. NST colony Eloe Ekhung.
38. LMTC colony Eloe Ekhung.
39. Tsumang B colony Eloe Ekhung.
40. UMTC colony Eloe Ekhung
41. Church colony Eloe Ekhung.
42. CMO  &Staffs
43. DPRO  & Staffs.
44. Media  Officials.
45. Elegant Printing Enterprises. 
46. LEH committee Members 2015-2018.
47. Finance Committee LEH
48. 7th General conference committee members.

This is to notify to all the Research Scholars within / outside Nagaland that:
1. The Nagaland Research Scholarship forms shall be issued from 20th June till 

31st July 2018.
2. The last date of forms submission to the Directorate of Higher Education will 

be 29th September 2018.
Sd/- (KUHOLI CHISHI)

DIRECTOR
HIGHER EDUCATION

NOTIFICATION TO ALL NAGALAND RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP BENEFICIARIES.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

Issued by DIPR
KG-2592

NO.HED/SCHO-1/2016/ Dated: Kohima, the 19th June 2018

NOTIFICATIONDTE/ESTT-2/1/2016-17 Dated Kohima, the 19th June 2018

KG-2593

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA - 797004

Application  are hereby invited from Indigenous Candidates from the State of Nagaland to fill up the 
following Seats received from various sources, during the Academic Session 2018-19, as given below:-

The applicants are hereby informed to submit the application to the office of the undersigned on 
or before 26th  June 2018 along with Xerox copy of  Admit Card of Class-X & XII, Marksheet of Class-XII, 
ST/SC/PC & Indigenous Certificate and JEE Scorecard.

Sl. 
No

Name of the 
Course

No. of 
Seats Eligibility Criteria Duration Last Date of 

Admission Remarks

1.

B.Tech. (Food 
Technology) 
at College of 
Agriculture 
Engineering & 
PHT, Ranipool, 
Sikkim.

2(Two)

(i) Passed Higher Secondary 
(10+2) with 50% Marks in 
Aggregate of Physics, Chemistry & 
Mathematics or Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Biology for 
General & OBC Categories and 40% 
Marks for SC/ST/PC.
(ii) The Candidate must have 
attained 16 Years of age on 31st 
August 2018.

4(four) 
years 

Course

6th July, 
2018

The Candidate 
who have 
appeared JEE 
2018 conducted 
by CBSE are 
eligible to apply.

2.

B.Tech. 
(Agricultural 
Engineering) 
at College of 
Agriculture 
Engineering & 
PHT, Ranipool, 
Sikkim

5(Five)

(i) Passed Higher Secondary 
(10+2) with 50% Marks 
in Aggregate of Physics, 
Chemistry & Mathematics 
or Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Biology for 
General & OBC Categories and 
40% Marks for SC/ST/PC.
(ii) The Candidate must have 
attained 16 Years of age on 31st 
August 2018.

4(four) 
Years

6th July, 
2018

The Candidate 
who have 
appeared JEE 
2018 conducted 
by CBSE are 
eligible to apply.

3.

B.Tech. in Dairy 
Technology
ICAR-National 
Dairy Research 
Institute (Deemed 
University)
Karnal-132001, 
Haryana

1(one)

(i) 50% Marks (40% for SC/ST) 
in 10+2 level with Physics, 
Chemistry, Mathematics and 
English only.
(ii) The candidate age limit 
should be 17-23 years as on 
01-08-2018.

4(four) 
Years

1st August, 
2018

The Candidate 
who have 
appeared JEE 
2018 conducted 
by CBSE are 
eligible to apply.

4.

B.Sc. (Hons) 
Community 
Science 
at College 
of Home 
Science, Tura, 
Meghalaya

3(Three)
2 seats 

reserved 
for UR/ST/

SC and 
1(one) 
seat for 
OBC/

General

i) Passed Higher Secondary 
(10+2) with Minimum 50% 
Marks in Aggregate of PCB/
PCMB/PCM
(ii) 50% for Gen.& OBC 
Categories and 40% for SC/
ST/PC.
(iii) The Candidate must have 
attained 16 Years of age on 31st 
August 2018.

4(four) 
Years

6th July, 
2018

The candidate 
who have 
appeared JEE 
2018 conducted 
by CBSE & NSEE  
are eligible to 
apply

5.

B.Sc. (Hons) in 
Food Nutrition 
& Dietetics
College of 
Home Science
Tura, 
Meghalaya

1(one)

(i) Female candidate only.
(ii) Passed Higher Secondary 
(10+2) with minimum 50% Marks 
in aggregate of PCB/PCBM/PCM, for 
Gen.& OBC and 40% for SC/ST/PC.
(iii) The candidate must have 
attained 16 years as on 13-08-2018.

4 Years 6th July, 
2018

The candidate who 
have appeared JEE 
2018 conducted 
by CBSE & NSEE 
conducted by 
NBSE are eligible 
to apply.

(Er. Arjun Singh)
DirectorIssued by DIPR

Washington, June 19 (PTI): Vegan and 
vegetarian diets can help people suffer-
ing from diabetes lose weight and man-
age cholesterol, a study has found.

Researchers reviewed nine trials that 
assessed the effectiveness of vegan and 
vegetarian diets for diabetes patients.

The results, published in the journal 
Clinical Nutrition, show that those who 
ate a plant-based diet lowered their 
cholesterol, lost weight and improved 
other cardiometabolic risk factors when 
compared to those who ate a non veg-
etarian diet.

People with diabetes are two to four 
times more likely to die from cardio-
vascular disease than those who do not 
have diabetes.

“The link between diabetes and car-
diovascular disease is strong. Sixty to sev-
enty per cent of people who have type 2 
diabetes die of heart disease,” said Hana 
Kahleova, director of clinical research at 

US-based non-profit Physicians Com-
mittee for Responsible Medicine.

“The good news is that this study 
shows that the same simple prescription 
- eating a plant-based diet - can reduce 
our risk for heart problems and improve 
type 2 diabetes at the same time,” said 
Kahleova.

Researchers suggest that plant-based 
diets, which centre on fruits, vegetables, 
grains, and legumes, benefit both glyc-
emic control and cardiovascular health, 
because they are low in saturated fat, 
rich in phytochemicals, high in fibre, 
and often rich in low-glycemic fruits and 
vegetables.

Previous controlled trials and pro-
spective cohort studies have shown that 
a plant-based dietary pattern is associ-
ated with a lower risk of coronary heart 
disease, type 2 diabetes, obesity, hyper-
tension, cardiovascular mortality, and 
all-cause mortality.

Washington, June 18 (IANS): Star gazers 
could have a good view of the Red Planet 
next month as Mars is set to come to the 
closest point to Earth since 2003 when it 
reaches opposition with the Sun in late 
July.

This year, Mars opposition will occur 
on July 27, according to NASA.

During opposition, Mars is especially 
photogenic because it can be seen fully 
illuminated by the Sun as viewed from 
Earth.

“Since Mars and the Sun appear on 
opposite sides of the sky, we say that Mars 
is in ‘opposition’,” NASA explained. 

Every 15 or 17 years, opposition oc-

curs within a few weeks of Mars’ periheli-
on - the point in its orbit when it is closest 
to the Sun. 

“An opposition can occur anywhere 
along Mars’ orbit. When it happens while 
the Red Planet is closest to the Sun (called 
‘perihelic opposition’), Mars is particular-
ly close to Earth,” NASA said.

On July 27, Mars will be in perihe-
lic opposition, Express.co.uk reported on 
Sunday. 

But some perihelic oppositions bring 
Earth and Mars closer together than oth-
ers, the US space agency said. 

The 2003 opposition was the closest 
approach in almost 60,000 years, it added.

London, June 19 (PTI): 
For the first time, as-
tronomers have directly 
imaged the formation 
and expansion of a 
fast-moving jet of mate-
rial ejected when a su-
permassive black hole 
ripped apart a star that 
wandered too close to 
the cosmic monster.

The scientists 
tracked the event with 
radio and infrared tel-
escopes, including 
the National Science 
Foundation’s Very Long 
Baseline Array (VLBA), 
in a pair of colliding 
galaxies called Arp 299, 
nearly 150 million light-
years from Earth.

At the core of one 
of the galaxies, a black 
hole 20 million times 
more massive than the 
Sun shredded a star 
more than twice the 
Sun’s mass, setting off 
a chain of events that 
revealed important de-
tails of the violent en-
counter. Only a small 
number of such stel-
lar deaths, called tidal 
disruption events, or 
TDEs, have been de-
tected, although scien-
tists have hypothesised 
that they may be a more 
common occurrence.

“Never before have 
we been able to directly 

observe the forma-
tion and evolution of 
a jet from one of these 
events,” said Miguel 
Perez-Torres, of the As-
trophysical Institute of 
Andalusia in Spain.

“As time passed, 
the new object stayed 
bright at infrared and 
radio wavelengths, but 
not in visible light and 
X-rays,” said Seppo 
Mattila, of the Univer-
sity of Turku in Finland.

“The most likely ex-
planation is that thick 
interstellar gas and dust 
near the galaxy’s cen-
tre absorbed the X-rays 
and visible light, then 
re-radiated it as infra-
red,” Mattila added.

Most galaxies have 
supermassive black 
holes, containing mil-
lions to billions of times 
the mass of the Sun, at 
their cores. In a black 
hole, the mass is so con-
centrated that its gravi-
tational pull is so strong 
that not even light can 
escape.

“Because of the dust 
that absorbed any vis-
ible light, this particular 
tidal disruption event 
may be just the tip of 
the iceberg of what un-
til now has been a hid-
den population,” Mat-
tila said.

NOTIFICATIONNO.NPSC/ADVT-1/04 Dated Kohima the 19th June, 2018.

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

With reference to the Commission’s Advertisement No. 3/2017 dated 07/12/2017 and Addendum/Cor-
rigendum dated 12/03/2018, 21/03/2018 and 18/04/2018, this is to notify to all the candidates that;
1. The Combined Technical Services Examination 2017 shall be conducted on 14th of July 2018 onwards. 

Detailed programme of the Examination shall be notified at a later date on the Commission’s website.
2. Candidates can download their Admission Certificate from 9th July 2018 from https://www.npsc.in by 

submitting the Transaction ID. Transaction ID will be sent to the candidates in the mobile no. provided 
by the candidate in their application form.

3. For any queries candidates can call the NPSC helpdesk number 8259977429 during office hours 
(10:00 hrs to 15:00 hrs)

4. In reference to the Commission’s Notification No.NPSC/EXAM-REJ/2012 Dated. 16/05/2018 and 
08/06/2018. Those candidates rejected on the following ground(s) mentioned below are hereby 
called to Personally rectify the anomalies committed by the candidates in their application form, 
whose names are featured in the rejected list. From 20/06/18 to 22/06/18, during Office hours (10:00 
hrs to 15:00 hrs)
a) Unsigned application form.
b) Elective subject not mentioned.
c) Wrong elective subject.
d) Unsigned self declaration.
e) Documents not attested.
f) Incomplete attestation.

g) No age proof.
h) Incomplete filling of application form.
i) Non enclosure of marksheet and pass certificate.
j) Signature does not tally.
k) Different names in different marksheets.
l) Photograph not attached.

5. No further request shall be entertained under any circumstances. This is purely a onetime measure 
and is not to be taken as precedence for future references.

(KHRUPI SOTHU)
Secretary
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People’s Cop
The PDA government’s intention to remove Di-

rector General of Police (DGP) Rupin Sharma is 
now taking various twists and turns that might 

turn out to be unfavourable for all concerned.  Along 
with the police personnel showing support for the 
state police chief, some members of the public came 
out in the open to sign petitions to the President of In-
dia to retain the DGP. It is only logical that Nagaland 
like the rest of India is plagued by various forms of cor-
ruption in the government sector. It would be myopic 
not to accept that corruption does not exist in Na-
galand. Whether in the appointment of government 
servants or in running the various public offices there 
is rampant corruption and nepotism crossing limits. 
In such a scenario it is only justified that the police 
personnel and members of the public found a hero in 
the incumbent DGP.  However the recent trend in Na-
galand of taking every issue to the street will set a very 
wrong precedent.

The ruling PDA’s contention is that the incumbent 
was appointed only as a stopgap solution since the 
assembly election in the state was nearing and there 
was no one to replace the then outgoing DGP. The gov-
ernment’s other contention is that he does not qualify 
the guideline of 30 years of service nor the 28 years of 
service that is relaxed for Nagaland. The appointment 
of the DGP in the states may have certain guidelines 
and also the directives of the Supreme Court on the se-
lection of DGP in the states are still valid.  However, it 
is ultimately the prerogative of the chief minister and 
the cabinet to make the selection from those eligible 
to the post. So any other contention opposed to the 
government’s decision needs to be sorted only in the 
courts.

In a coalition government like the present one in 
Nagaland which also has international borders and a 
peace process in progress, there is always a tacit un-
derstanding between the Centre and the state for the 
appointment of the top cop. It may not be a norm, 
but usually the state proposes and the Centre silently 
nods. It is noteworthy that a previous recommenda-
tion and request for a person from another cadre to 
be made the DGP was rejected by the Centre. However 
it now seems like the BJP at the Centre and the one 
in the state has difference of opinions. With a deputy 
chief minister who is from the BJP, the silence of the 
chief minister is also quite conspicuous to substanti-
ate this assumption.

In a democratic system that prevails in the coun-
try the 60 odd members that are elected to the Naga-
land Legislative Assembly are people’s representatives 
elected through the secret ballot by a universal adult 
franchise. The voice of those 60 members is also the 
voice of the people which in Nagaland is being popu-
larly being discarded as just the voice of the corrupt, 
although the 60 gets elected every 5 years. Politics 
and politicians are intensely demonised in Nagaland 
which is turning unhealthy day by day. 

In the whole melee the person proposed to replace 
the incumbent DGP but yet to be finalised has already 
become a victim of smear campaign being launched 
by hidden hands in the public domain. The chief min-
ister who is out of the state at present should immedi-
ately break the silence about this issue on his return 
to the state. There is also an air of expectation since 
the BJP suddenly announced a new state president in 
the midst of this issue and hopefully it will be resolved. 
Nagaland is known for small issues spiralling out of 
control if not handled properly and so it is imperative 
that the government make a firm and a final decision. 

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

1. Naga public along with Nagaland 
police personnel and their spouses 
demands the retention of DGP 
Rupin Sharma through a signature 
campaign! 

2. Konyak people agitate against the 
slaying and violence in their lands!  

What contradictions and reversals 
of mindsets and actions are 
taking place in the hearts and 

minds of Nagas today?
From a political perspective, Naga 

should have been very happy if an 
occupational Indian Police officer of 
the highest rank is to be removed from 
their occupied land. But surprisingly, 
most Nagas are for his retention and 
continuation. Now what can this mean? 
This simply means that Nagas do not 
hate Indians. In fact they are ready to go 
all out to keep this friendly Indian in their 
midst. After all, if they hate Indians as a 

race, they would not be bothered even if 
an Indian goes away or dies in their lands. 
But the present Naga agitation shows 
that they do not hate Indians as a nation. 
Nagas hate only the Indian state that 
has been brought into their lands with 
the collaboration of some Naga traitors. 
These corrupt Nagas are today building 
their wealth all over Nagaland as well 
as in other Indian states. But however 
much the ordinary Naga dislikes the 
surreal appearance of this Indian state 
in Nagaland, the present agitation shows 
that given the choice, the overwhelming 
majority of Nagas would prefer an honest 
Indian Officer to a corrupt Naga officer. 
I hope our corrupt Naga politicians and 
bureaucrats are clearly seeing the writings 
on the wall.

As for the second irony, the action of 
the Konyaks and the entire ENPO shows 
that Naga are all so weary of the violence 
that has ravaged their lands for the past 

seven decades. Their action shows that 
every cell in every Naga body aches and 
longs for peace and tranquillity in their 
God given lands. In this circle of pain and 
agony, one also cannot, but grief with the 
widows of Indian wives who have lost their 
husbands in the killing fields of Nagaland 
over the past seven decades. All their 
lives have been sacrificed in the political 
altar of the lie that Nagas are Indians and 
Nagaland is Indian Territory. No Naga can, 
but sympathise with their tensioned filled 
lives and their meaningless deaths when 
they die patrolling a foreign county’s 
(Nagaland) borders and territories.

Yet in spite of so many deaths over so 
many years, pseudo Naga politicians and 
lying Indian politicians will go on shaking 
hands and carry on talking about hybrid 
races that can emerge from some shared 
sovereignty experiments.

Kaka D. Iralu

When the history of the Nagas is in its 
making towards a distiny, the Naga 
Hoho is the would-be Apex body of 

the Nagas. It has been formed and existing 
since more than a decade ago, but it has not 
yet attained its maturity as it has not yet been 
structured and constituted in accordance 
with the pecularity of the organisation and 
unless it is done, the organisation cannot be 
a stable organisation.

A broken pot cannot cook and the Naga 
Hoho is now a broken pot and instead 
of attempting to build up it, some Tribes 
dissociated themselves from the Hoho. 
Hence a healthy and constructive proposal 
embracing all of the people inhabited in the 
contiguous areas of the Nagas is the only 
way of resolving the Imbroglio.

Rev.L.Suohie Mhasi
rev.suohie_mhasi@yahoo.com 

T
he current global economy is 
caught in a major paradox. We 
live in a world where systems 
using artificial intelligence (AI), 
robotics and automation are 

matching or exceeding human perform-
ance in more and more domains. Yet, glo-
bal productivity levels have been stagnant 
since the economic crisis of 2008.

The global total factor productivity 
(TFP), which measures the efficiency with 
which inputs such as labour and capital 
are used, grew at 1.2 percent per year 
on an average between 1999 and 2008, 
slowed to 0.3 percent till 2012, and has 
stagnated since then.

For the advanced economies, includ-
ing the US, Japan and the Eurozone, TFP 
growth has either stagnated or fallen into 
negative territory while the developing 
countries have shown a mixed perform-
ance. India and China have experienced a 
TFP growth of 1 per cent and 0.8 per cent, 
respectively, while Brazil and Mexico have 
witnessed a fall of 0.4 per cent and 0.9 per 
cent, respectively.

These trends are more problematic for 
the developing world than the advanced 
nations. After all, rising productivity, or 
output per worker, directly determines the 
improvements in the standard of living of 
a nation’s citizens. And, in absolute terms, 
the TFP levels of advanced nations are al-
most five times higher than the emerging 
economies. So, low growth or stagnation 
of TFP can grossly undermine the ability 
of poorer nations to catch-up with their 
richer counterparts.

As economist-columnist Paul Krug-
man aptly commented: “Productivity isn’t 
everything, but in the long run it is almost 
everything.”

However, it is almost inexplicable to 
experience such productivity trends in the 

face of rapid technological advancements. 
British economic journalist Martin Wolff 
recently suggested that the stagnation of 
productivity in the developed world could 
probably be a lull before the storm.

A similar productivity pause was seen 
in the US in the 1920s when electricity was 
revolutionising lives. Soon after the lull, 
productivity levels shot up rapidly. If that 
is the case, the emerging economies have 
all the more reason to be concerned about 
rising cross-country disparities. A sudden 
acceleration in productivity growth of 
advanced nations, as suggested by Wolff, 
will make it even more difficult for poorer 
nations to catch up; it will also introduce 
extreme levels of cross-country inequality.

One of the reasons for the low produc-
tivity growth levels of developing nations 
was suggested by Diego Comin and Marti 
Ferrer of Dartmouth University in a 2013 
paper. In a cross-country analysis, they 
showed that even though these nations 

have been quick to adopt technologies 
from the industrialised nations, their 
penetration rates have been low. This has 
sustained the gap in productivity levels of 
the Western and non-Western world.

To make matters worse, the vari-
ous channels of technology adoption 
are under threat these days. There are 
three broad channels for knowledge and 
technology flows between advanced and 
emerging economies: International trade, 
foreign direct investment and cross-coun-
try research collaborations. Firms regu-
larly gain access to technology through 
the process of reverse engineering after 
importing goods from abroad. Investing 
in other countries also results in a transfer 
of technology. Finally, location of research 
centres abroad to take advantage of cost 
differences can lead to knowledge flows 
between countries.

However, in a post-Trump world, as 
countries close up their economies, these 

F
arm yard manure consists of cow dung, urine and 
crop residues like straw, hay and fodder grass. Prop-
er utilization of various farm yard manure helps to 
promote and improve the fertility of the soil; pre-
vent soil erosion and soil pollution. With the chang-

ing scenario from traditional to scientific livestock farming 
recycling of farm waste like cow dung, urine and waste crop 
residues can be converted into organic manure,biogas and 
organic spray.

The cow dung and crop residue plays a relatively impor-
tant role for enriching soil fertility and thereby enhances crop 
production.The cow urine can be used as liquid manure to 
cultivate cereals and vegetables. Water from washing of cattle 
shed can be channelled into a pit which serves as manureand 
can be used for manuring fodder crop.

The recycling of farm waste products help to maintain the 
soil fertility and over the years it has gain immerse importance 
where farm waste product are converted to vermicompost 
manure. Vermicomposting is a method of composting where 
earthworm eat the decomposed farm waste products and 
excrete it out as casting which is known as vermicast or ver-
micompost. 

During feeding earthworm use only 5-10% of the food 
intake for their growth and the rest is excreted out as casting. 
Huge quantities of organic waste can be converted into valu-
able products through vermicomposting.
Vermicompost has many beneficial applications to our 
livestock farmers such as-
1. Helps multiplication of microbes and control soil acidity.
2. Easily absorb by field crop and vegetables due to small 

particles size.
3. Contains almost all essential nutrients  and hormones for 

plant and vegetable  growth.
4. Improves water holding capacity of soil. 
5. Due to healthy growth of field crop and vegetables it can 

resist many microbial and insect attack.
6. Crop and vegetables grown on vermicompost manurehas 

better taste, colour and high nutritive value,so the market 
demand is more and does fetch higher prices.

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

A 
stroke can hit anyone at 
any age. India reports more 
than 1.8 million cases every 
year, of which almost 15 
per cent affect people in 

their 30s and 40s.
A stroke or a Cerebro Vascular 

Accident (CVA) results from a sudden 
blood loss to the brain or bleeding 
within the brain resulting in the im-
pairment of neurological function. 
Obesity, smoking, hypertension, alco-
hol consumption, diabetes and fam-
ily history are considered some of the 
common factors leading to a stroke. 
While effective treatment for stroke 
is evolving in the country, a largely 
neglected area is the ‘golden period’ of 
post-stroke rehabilitation.

The first 90 days after recovery of 
a stroke are referred to as the ‘golden 
period’. This phase is considered 
extremely important in the complete 
rehabilitation of a patient since most 
of the neurological recovery happens 
during this time.
This is why the ‘golden period’ is 
significant:
* In the absence of continued moni-
toring by a team of skilled nurses 
and doctors, critical signs in a patient 
could be overlooked consequently 
leading to a relapse, disability with 
profound effects on the quality of life 
or moving to a vegetative state and 
death. 
Some of the critical signs to watch for 
after a stroke are: 

Symptoms of heart disease - chest 
pain, fatigue, congestion et al
Deep vein thrombosis - swelling, pain 
or tenderness in the legs
Pneumonia - fever, shortness of 
breath
Seizures - tingling sensation, partial 
loss of consciousness
Depression - feelings of anxiety, irrita-
bility, helplessness

* Early rehabilitation in an organ-
ised care setting can prevent other 
common post stroke complications 
like recurrent stroke, bed sores, aspi-
rations, spasticity and infections.

* A reliable prognosis (the likely 
course of a medical condition) in 
all patients is made within 12 weeks 
from a stroke’s onset. The majority of 
neurological effects of a stroke can be 
reduced if early, intense and consist-
ent rehabilitation is initiated.  

* With the right rehabilitation care 
provided by a multidisciplinary team 
of doctors, within the first 90 days 
itself there will be noticeable signs 
of improved functional outcomes in 
the activities of daily living in a stroke 
patient. These interventions will 
enhance socialisation and minimize 
changes of mood issues like depres-
sion.  The key objective of stroke 
rehabilitation is to restore health in 
an individual through neurological 
recovery (mainly through neuro-
plasticity), functional recovery with 
task-specific training and improving 
the quality of life by focusing on emo-
tional wellbeing. 
The primary steps of rehabilitation 
care which needs to be initiated 

within the first 90 days of the Golden 
Period are:

* Base assessment & risk profiling 
- The recovery prognosis of a patient 
should be made as per the severity 
of the disease, by taking into account 
any co-morbidities including high 
blood pressure, diabetes, hypercho-
lesterolemia and preventable risk 
factors like falls, aspiration, infections 
et al.

* Goal setting - A multidiscipli-
nary team of care providers including 
physicians, speech therapists, oc-
cupational therapists, nurses, physi-
otherapists and dieticians should 
work with the family to set realistic 
and mutually agreeable goals for en-
hanced recovery.

* Regular evaluation - Perform-
ance indicators should be rigorously 
monitored to continue/ modify the 
care plan. Stroke affects differently in 
individuals and hence each care plan 
should be customised as per the indi-
vidual’s condition. 

* Empowerment - Soon after dis-
charge from a critical care setting, de-
pending on the intensity of the condi-
tion a stroke patient should decide to 
choose the next care setting. He/she 
should be advised to handle the dis-
ease/risk factors and ideally moved 
to an organised rehabilitation setting 
for an empowered and accelerated 
recuperation.  As India battles a rising 
stroke epidemic compared to other 
developing nations, it is high time we 
focused on specialized programmes 
of stroke rehabilitation to effectively 
overcome the disability. 

The Writings on the Naga Wall Naga Hoho is 
Now a Broken Pot

In an Era of Productivity Slowdown, 
India Has Entered AI Arena at Perfect Time

Farm Yard 
Manure Utilisation

Here’s Why the 90-Day ‘Golden Period’ 
in Post-Stroke Rehabilitation is Vital

Amit Kapoor  | IANS

Vijay Janagama | IANS

When God comes to call us home, 
may He find us serving Him.

When I met Ada, she had outlived her entire group of 
friends and family and was living in a nursing home. 
“It’s the hardest part of getting old,” she told me, 

“watching everyone else move on and leave you behind.” One 
day I asked Ada what kept her interest and how she spent her 
time. She answered me with a Scripture passage from the 
apostle Paul (Philippians 1:21): “For to me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain.” Then she said, “While I’m still around, I 
have work to do. On my good days, I get to talk to the people 
here about Jesus; on the hard days, I can still pray.”

Significantly, Paul wrote Philippians while in prison. And 
he acknowledged a reality many Christians understand as 
they face their mortality: Even though heaven seems so invit-
ing, the time we have left on Earth matters to God.

Like Paul, Ada recognized that every breath she took was 
an opportunity to serve and glorify God. So Ada spent her 
days loving others and introducing them to her Savior. 

Even in our darkest moments, Christians can hold on to 
the promise of permanent joy in the company of God. And 
while we live, we enjoy relationship with Him. He fills all our 
moments with significance.

BIBLE READ:   PHILIPPIANS 1:12–24 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
~ Philippians 1:21

Every Moment 
Matters

The current global economy is caught in a major paradox.

synergies can come to nought. In such 
a scenario, the adoption of technologies 
could take a hit and the productivity dis-
parities between advanced and emerging 
economies. It is crucial that the rate of 
productivity growth in developing na-
tions rebound as broad-based increases in 
standards of living are at stake.

The best way for these nations to 
climb up the ladder of prosperity would 
be to eliminate all structural impedi-
ments to the adoption and penetration 
of newer technologies. The popular fear 
of job losses due to higher automation 
has also been negated by a recent analy-
sis by the Asian Development Bank. 
In an analysis of 12 developing Asian 
economies between 2005 and 2015, it 
was found that a rise in demand more 
than compensated for the job losses that 
resulted from automation. In particular, 
it was estimated that during this period, 
about 134 million new jobs were created 
as opposed to a loss of 101 million jobs to 
technology. So, contrary to expectations, 
the adoption of newer technologies has 
induced higher productivity and eco-
nomic growth in Asian economies.

In the light of these facts, the NITI Aay-
og’s latest move to shift the policy focus on 
AI to stimulate social and inclusive growth 
is a positive step. Such applications of 
digital technology can unleash higher 
levels of productivity gains and push the 
envelope on the delivery of public goods 
on a national scale. The real litmus test will 
be the execution of the policy, but for now 
it can be said that India has entered the AI 
playground at the perfect time.

 (Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be contacted at amit.
kapoor@competitiveness.in and tweets @
kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, senior researcher, 

Institute for Competitiveness, has con-
tributed to the article)
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Selin Malkoc | the conversation

Amélie Cabirol, Andrew Barron | the conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You should make 
more of your own decisions, Aries. Don’t let oth-
ers have so much control over your life. When 
in a relationship, for example, you tend to let 

your partner dominate. You seem to no longer want to be in 
charge of any initiatives with regard to your joint life. Try to 
free yourself from this situation and take charge. You’ll be a 
better and more valuable partner.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You are very inter-
ested in technological breakthroughs and innova-
tion, Taurus, especially if it has some benefit for 
individuals. Since you also concern yourself with 

social issues and subjects like psychology and spiritual ther-
apies, you realize the importance of progress in these areas 
for the future. You also wonder where you fit in.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re a reasonable, generous 
person, Gemini. Your altruism plays a big part in 
your life. This is why your friends will be amazed 
to see you express a lot of personal desires now. 
When you think about it, everything is getting 

clearer. You might even want to change a lot of things in 
your life. And letting your feelings guide you doesn’t have to 
mean that you won’t think about your friends.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today, you’ll need 
to come up with the answer to an important 
question, Cancer. What do you really want? 
Events might compel you to choose between 

your current way of living and a more stable life. But you 
could be worried about the unknown. It’s ironic, but you 
will need to change your habits if you want more stability. 
Think about it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your calm will be put 
to the test today, Leo. Try not to fall into this 
trap. You should try to show people that you’re 
a thoughtful person and your past experiences 

have given you wisdom. You don’t necessarily have to re-
spond to aggression. However, you shouldn’t forget about 
your own point of view. Try to assert yourself calmly and 
steadily.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You tend to think that 
you’re the only person on this planet born under 
a lucky star, Virgo. Try to trust the ones you love, 
because they might not appreciate having to deal 

with your anxiety. Don’t forget that they also know how to 
fend for themselves. They, too, have had to adapt to this 
world we live in. They can stand up for themselves.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  You’re an eccentric per-
son, Libra. Yet you also feel the need to be loved 
and feel the approval of those around you. It isn’t 
always easy to think differently from other people 

or to feel completely different. In order to be accepted, you 
must help them understand you. Try to express your ideas 
and opinions in a more realistic way. You can’t live out of sync 
all the time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Your altruism and 
ability to listen to others will greatly influence the 
day, Scorpio. Someone close to you is having dif-
ficulties and doesn’t know how to explain the prob-

lem. This person needs you and knows that you’re the only 
one who can help find a way out. Make time to listen patiently 
and you’ll find a solution together.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The day belongs 
to you. The celestial movements encourage you to 
think about your future. Don’t be afraid. With your 
usual self-confidence and dynamism, you’re in the 

best position to have a head start. Your Sagittarius nature will 
be in control of your actions and you can rest assured that this 
period in time will be a favorable one for you. What more could 
you ask for?

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): There’s a radi-
cal change taking place in the Zodiac, Capricorn. 
The changes in the economy and society seem to 
suggest that now is the time to think about how 

your actions impact the lives of your loved ones, community, 
and society at large. What steps could you take to help make 
this world a better place? Thinking about these issues pre-
pares you to shape your future as you want it to be.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Aquarius, the at-
mosphere of the day gives you the impression that 
there could be a lot of changes waiting to unfold in 
your personal life. Most of them will concern your 
relationships. Today you could feel as if you’ve 

just changed your star sign. Take the time to open up and 
listen to what the stars might reveal to you. This will be time 
well spent.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’re the type of per-
son who loves meeting a lot of people, Pisces. You 
feel that you must bring your friends together so 
that they have a forum in which to express them-

selves. You’re good at bringing out the best in others and 
helping them find a solid footing in the present, despite your 
love of the past. Go with the flow.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

How Setting a Schedule Can Make You Less Productive

Bees Get Stressed at Work Too (and It 
Might Be Causing Colony Collapse)

‘Combining Two Different Malaria 
Vaccines Can Cut Cases By 91%’

‘Gene Therapy, Biotechnology Can 
Tackle Deforestation and Air Pollution’

I
t can seem like there’s never enough time – not 
enough for sleep and not enough for play, not 
enough for cooking and not enough for exercise.

There’s a relatively new term to describe this 
feeling: time famine, or the sensation of having too 

much to do without enough time to do it.
In order to structure what little time we feel we have, 

one strategy we deploy is scheduling. In fact, reliance on 
organizational tools like daily planners has been on the 
rise. In two recent surveys, 51 percent of respondents said 
they regularly used their calendar app, while 63 percent 
of office workers consider calendars “very important.”

The idea is that scheduling will make you more effi-
cient: When you allocate your time, it organizes your day 
into a series of appointments, meetings and calls, while 
blocking off free time for other activities or tasks.

But in a series of eight studies, Gabriela Tonietto, 
Steve Nowlis and I found that scheduling can sometimes 
backfire – and actually make us less productive.

An appointment approaches – and time ‘shrinks’
Much of scheduling’s downside has to do with the an-
ticipation of a meeting or appointment. When we know a 
scheduled meeting or phone call is looming, it can make 
us feel like we have less time to do what we need to do.

In one study, we asked attendees of an academic con-
ference whether they would go to the presidential address 
taking place about an hour later. Some said they would, 

and others said they wouldn’t. Those who planned to at-
tend the address reported that the hour leading up to it 
felt shorter.

In another study, we had half of the participants im-
agine that a friend would be coming over in an hour, 
while the other half were told to imagine they had no 
plans. We asked all of the participants how many minutes 
they “subjectively” felt like they could spend reading dur-
ing that same hour.

Those who were told to imagine that a friend would 
be coming over reported that the hour leading up to the 
visit had only 40 usable minutes for reading. Those who 
were told to imagine they had no plans felt as if they had 
49 minutes to read.

So the presence of an upcoming activity seems to 
have shrunk how much time people felt they had to do 
something.

Why might this happen?
We believe that when there’s an appointment looming, 
we direct our attention to it, whether it’s mentally pre-
paring for it or simply dreading it. This makes the future 
appointment feel more substantial; as a result, the time 
interval leading up to the scheduled activity feels limited 
and insufficient.

Free to do … less?
But in the end, you still have the same amount of time 
leading up to a scheduled event.

So feeling like you have less time shouldn’t really mat-
ter, right? But it does. The feeling by itself can influence 

what people decide to do.
We know that when something is scarce, people con-

sider it more valuable and are less willing to part with it.
The same is true for time. If time feels limited, people 

are less likely to use it – even when it’s in their best inter-
est.

So in another study, we gave participants an empty 
calendar for the next day and asked them to fill it up, as 
accurately as possible, with what they had scheduled (in-
cluding preparation or transition times). This allowed us 
to correctly calculate how much free time they had in be-
tween each planned event.

We then gave participants an opportunity to partici-
pate in a second study. Everyone made a choice between 
participating in a 30-minute online study that would 
earn them US$2.50, or signing up for a 45-minute online 
study to receive $5.00. Each would take place during an 
hourlong window.

On our end, we strategically chose the hourlong win-
dow for the participants. We told half of them that the 
study would take place within an hour of an event they’d 
scheduled. The other half would take the study during a 
time period that concluded with a half-hour cushion be-
fore their scheduled event.

We found that participants in the first group were 
much less likely to choose the longer but more lucrative 
study – despite having more than enough time to com-
plete the study.

In yet another study, we wondered if the mere re-
minder of an upcoming event could have a similar effect.

Before beginning an unrelated study, we told half of 

the participants that they would have about five minutes 
to do whatever they wanted. We told the other half they 
had about five minutes before we would “get started.”

For those in the latter group, the simple mention of 
“starting something” was enough to change their behav-
ior. We found that they engaged in significantly fewer 
activities, whether it was answering emails or checking 
social media, in this short five-minute period.

You’re less famished than you think
Some might think that time famine arises because they 
have too much to do and not enough time to do it.

While this may certainly be the case at times, our re-
sults suggest that the fault also lies in our own percep-
tion of what we feel can be done with the time we have. 
In other words, it’s important to realize that we might be 
contributing to our time famine.

If you love scheduling and planning out your days, a 
trick could be to schedule events or tasks back-to-back, 
which leaves you with larger chunks of unscheduled 
time. Several uninterrupted hours of unscheduled time 
will feel longer, especially if there’s nothing scheduled 
looming.

It can be effective to remind yourself that time isn’t as 
short as it feels. Even if you don’t think you’ll have enough 
time to complete something, you can still start a task and 
finish it later.

As Aristotle once said, “Well begun is half done.”

Selin Malkoc is an Associate Professor of Marketing, 
The Ohio State University.

E
ver been overworked, tired 
and felt muddle-headed? 
Research now shows honey 
bees suffer from the same 
thing – and we understand 

why.
A honey bee’s life is hardly relax-

ing. Every day forager bees make 
many trips, travelling long distances, 
to gather vital resources of pollen and 
nectar from flowers. They have to deal 
with predators, challenging weather 
conditions and the very real risk of 
getting lost.

Just as chronic stress affects men-
tal abilities in humans, our recent 
study suggests these stressful forag-
ing activities reduce bees’ ability to 
solve problems, by changing the con-
nectivity between specific neurons in 
the brain.

Intense foraging affects bees’ mental 
health
We studied the impact of foraging ac-
tivity on bees’ problem-solving skills 
by using radio tags to track individual 
bees. We tested foragers’ ability to 
distinguish between different floral 
smells, which is essential to identify 
the flower species producing nectar 
or pollen in the environment.

We then tested bees’ ability to 
switch their preference between flo-
ral scents when the smell changed to 
indicate the presence or absence of 
food. This is important for efficient 
foraging because different flower spe-
cies produce pollen and nectar at dif-
ferent times of the year.

Honey bees also need to be work-
ing at their mental best to navigate 
between the flowers and the hive, 
otherwise they cannot collect enough 
food for the colony.

Our study found bees that had 
been foraging for a long time or at 
high intensities were less able to learn 
new smells. We believe this might 
be due to stress. Stress in mammals 
causes similar learning difficulties, 
and another recent study described 
stressed bees as poor foragers.

Foraging was particularly stress-
ful for young bees, which seemed 
to be less resilient to environmental 
conditions. It was surprising that 
foraging had such a negative impact 
on bees, though, as it has previous-
ly been seen as a time for valuable 
mental training in a rich and com-
plex environment.

We also identified stress-induced 
changes in brain structure that af-

fected learning ability. Intense forag-
ers had more connections between 
the brain regions used for process-
ing smells and a region involved in 
learning and memory. This raises 
the exciting possibility that future re-
search may be able to predict prob-
lem-solving abilities simply by look-
ing at a brain’s structure.

Why should we care about bees?
Honey bee decline – known as col-
ony collapse disorder – is a global 
problem. We don’t know exactly 
what’s happening to Australia’s bee 
population, but losses in New Zea-
land and the United States are well 
above sustainable levels.

The contribution of bees to the 
Australian economy has been valued 
at A$100 million a year. Identifying 
the factors that cause stress to bees 
could help us manage and reduce 
their decline.

We would do well to learn from 
the European Union, which has re-
cently banned neonicotinoid pesti-
cides that directly affect bees’ brains. 
Looking forward, we could also de-
velop simple tests for beekeepers to 
check the problem-solving abilities 
of their hives. This would help them 
identify weak colonies before they 
collapse, by spotting issues early and 
preserving the health of the colony.

U
sing a combination of 
two experimental vac-
cines can result in 91 
per cent reduction in 
the number of malaria 

infections, scientists have found.
Malaria is a disease caused by a 

plasmodium parasite, transmitted by 
the bite of infected mosquitoes.

The team from the Imperial Col-
lege London tested two types of vac-
cines: those that prevent mosqui-
toes from transferring the parasites, 
called transmission-blocking vac-
cines (TBVs), and those that prevent 
the parasite from infecting the liver, 
termed pre-erythrocytic vaccines 
(PEVs). Both vaccines, currently at 
a human trial stage, independently 
achieved 48 per cent and 68 per cent 

reductions in malaria cases in ani-
mal studies.  “This is the first direct 
evidence that combining vaccines of 
different types significantly improves 
their efficacy in terms of reducing 
malarial burden,” said lead research-
er Andrew Blagborough, from the De-
partment of Life Sciences at Imperial.

“Reaching a potential 91 per cent 
reduction in cases would have a huge 
impact on public health because the 
vaccines could be effective in areas 
where malaria is more prevalent,” he 
added. The study, published in the 
journal eLife, used genetically altered 
mouse parasites that show proteins 
expressed on the human version of 
the malaria parasite. 

Besides reducing malaria cases 
by 91 per cent, combining any of the 

two types of vaccines also improved 
the efficacy of the mixture more than 
might be expected from the single ef-
ficacy of each vaccine separately.

“While these findings are in the 
preliminary stages, they’re valu-
able as they shed light on optimising 
strategies for preventing malaria,” 
said Morven Roberts, Programme 
Manager for parasites and neglected 
tropical diseases at Imperial’s Medical 
Research Council (MRC). 

“Learning that combining vac-
cines can dramatically boost efficacy 
in mice provides another potential 
tactic for controlling this disease. This 
is a timely research as global health of-
ficials’ work for WHO targets to elimi-
nate malaria by 2030,” Roberts noted.

Source: IANS

G
ene therapy and biotechnology can be used to 
tackle environmental issues like deforestation 
and air pollution, while genetic modification in 
mosquitoes can solve the problems of epidem-
ic diseases such as dengue and malaria, experts 

said here on Tuesday.
“Gene therapy is very promising in solving the problems 

in curing diseases and genetic disorders that do not have 
any remedy at present. Genetic modification in mosqui-
toes can solve the problems of epidemic diseases such as 
dengue and malaria,” Nabarun Ghosh, a biology professor 
at West Texas A&M University, said while addressing school 
students at Science City here.

Biotechnology can help in finding out the level of Par-
ticulate Matter 2.5 in the air, which is a burning issue in big 
cities around the world, he said. “I worked in collaboration 
with another scientist, to make a filterless air purifier that 
will clean the air and destroy PM 2.5 which is found indoors 
as well. In 2005 when we started we were targeting MRSA 
(methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) bacteria. We 
used AHPCO Cell (Advanced Hydrated Photocatalytic Oxi-
dation Cell) and we could actually measure the saturation 
of PM 2.5 using our machine,” said Ghosh.

Researches are being conducted to find out the genetic 
effect of PM 2.5. “Initially we thought this only caused pul-
monary diseases, but it is entering our whole body. When 
PM 2.5 crosses the cut-off line, patients die due to heart at-
tacks and other problems like digestion and infection also 
aggravate,” he added. “Researchers are trying to identify the 
effect on the gene due to pollution. We are doing the medi-
cation of the diseases without knowing the exact genetic 
effect of pollution causing a particular disease,” said city-
based doctor P.K. Banerjee.

He said that to treat the patients of the state and know 
about the genetic effect, they need the data of PM 2.5 level 
of the entire state, adding that in Kolkata, the US Consulate 

maintains some data on it, while the West Bengal Pollution 
Control Board at times has it and, on other occasions, does 
not. The city’s real-time Air Quality Index recorded in the 
last 48 hours revealed PM 2.5 level at 154, which is termed 
as unhealthy for the body. The safe levels of PM2.5 and 
PM10 are 60 and 100 microgramme/m3 respectively, and 
anything beyond is considered hazardous for the respirato-
ry system. About Zika Virus, Ghose pointed out how scien-
tists in the US used 25,000 mosquitoes and ran a trial to see 
if the population of ‘Aedes aegypti’ could be reduced. It was 
found that the disease-causing mosquitoes were infected 
with a bacterium called wolbachia, that affects reproduc-
tive ability, leading to infertility.

“The scientists inserted this bacterium in the male mos-
quitoes which do not bite. When these males mate with wild 
females, which do not carry the same strain of wolbachia, 
the resulting fertilised eggs don’t hatch because the paternal 
chromosomes do not form properly,” he said.

An alumnus of Hare School and Calcutta University, 
Ghosh, who has worked along with Department of Non-
conventional Energy Sources (DNES) on the application of 
tissue culture technology in crop development, said it can 
tackle deforestation. “We are planting trees like Dalbergia 
sissoo, Ashoka tree, Albizia lebbeck, Albizia lebbeck and 
other fast-growing legumes, growing them quickly using 
gamma radiation and tissue culture,” he said.

Ghosh is also working on an ongoing project in collabo-
ration with Indian scientists trying to analyse the percent-
age of carbon, nitrogen and sulphur in Triphala and iden-
tifying the particular chemical responsible for reducing 
cancer. “Currently I am also working in collaboration with 
other scientists on Bitter gourd (Momordica charantia). We 
have analysed and found that the biochemical of the plant 
can reduce blood sugar,” he said. Bitter gourd can act as a 
preventive against diabetes and Triphala against cancer.

Source: IANS
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J-K govt. collapses after BJP pulls out of alliance with PDP

Omar for fresh 
elections in J-K 

Congress needs to learn art 
of story-telling — Khurshid 

Kejriwal ends sit-in, IAS officers attend meetings Russia-India military 
exercises scheduled 
for late 2018

Rahul turns 48, wishes pour in, Cong. celebrates 

Plea in SC for power to president, governors 
to disqualify Parliament members France, India commit to increasing trade to 15 bn. euros by 2020 

PTI

BJP in-charge for Jammu and Kashmir Ram Madhav, flanked by the party leaders from the state, addresses a press conference, in New Delhi 
on Tuesday, June 19, 2018.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal addresses a press conference at his residence, in New Delhi on 
Tuesday, June 19, 2018. 

PTI

Congress workers celebrate party President Rahul Gandhi’s 48th birthday, in New Delhi on Tuesday, 
June 19, 2018.

PTI

Salman Khurshid (File photo)

New Delhi/Srinagar, June 
19 (PTI): The three-year 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment, wracked by bit-
ter political feuds and 
worsening security chal-
lenges, collapsed today 
with the BJP pulling out of 
its alliance with the PDP 
setting the stage for yet 
another round of gover-
nor’s rule.

BJP general secre-
tary Ram Madhav made 
the surprise announce-
ment after the party high 
command summoned 
its Jammu and Kashmir 
ministers for emergency 
consultations in New Del-
hi. A few hours later, Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti 
submitted her resignation 
to Governor N N Vohra 
amid a swirl of political 
activity in Srinagar and 
New Delhi. 

“”It has become un-
tenable for the BJP to 
continue in the alliance 
government in the state,” 
Madhav told reporters at 
a hurriedly called press 
conference. 

National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah, 
whose party is the third 
biggest in the assembly, 
captured the drama with 
one sentence, “I wish 
Mehbooba Mufti had re-
signed herself... instead of 
the having the rug pulled 
from under her feet.” 

The BJP won 25 seats 
and the PDP 28 in the 
87-member assembly and 
came together in alliance, 
two months after the De-
cember 2014 elections. 
The NC has 15 seats, the 
Congress 12 and others 
seven. 

Although the BJP and 
the PDP had campaigned 
vigorously against each 
other, they came together 
with an Agenda of Alli-

ance in the hope of pull-
ing the state out of the 
cycle of violence. But the 
Alliance never took hold 
and the two parties disa-
greed on most issues even 
as the security situation 
continued to deteriorate. 

Both Omar and the 
Congress said they will 
not form an alliance with 
any party to form govern-
ment in the state. The BJP 
also said it favours gover-
nor’s rule. 

If imposed, it will be 
the fourth time since 2008 
and the eighth time since 
1977. 

Madhav said the de-
cision to withdraw was 
taken after consulting 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and party chief Amit 
Shah.

Immediately after his 
news conference, senior 
PDP minister and par-
ty’s chief spokesperson 
Naeem Akhthar told re-
porters in Srinagar that 
the BJP’s decision had 
caught the party by sur-
prise. 

The BJP blamed the 
PDP for failing to improve 
the security conditions in 
the Kashmir Valley. Mad-
hav cited last week’s kill-
ing of senior journalist 
Shujaat Bukhari in the 
heart of Srinagar in the 
highly secured area of 
Press Enclave by uniden-
tified gunmen. The same 
day -- two days before 
Eid -- an Army jawan was 
abducted while going on 
Eid leave and killed. 

“Keeping in mind that 

Jammu and Kashmir is 
an integral part of India 
and in order to control 
the prevailing situation in 
the state, we have decided 
that the reins of power in 
the state be handed over 
to the governor,” Madhav 
added. 

Terrorism, violence 
and radicalism have ris-
en and the fundamental 
rights of citizens, includ-
ing right to life and free 
speech, are in danger, the 
BJP leader said.

BJP leader and Deputy 
Chief Minister Kavinder 
Gupta told reporters in 
Delhi that he and his min-
isterial colleagues have 
submitted their resigna-
tions to the governor as 
well as to the chief min-
ister.

“Centre did everything 
for the Valley. We’ve tried 
to put a full-stop to the 
ceasefire violations by Pa-
kistan. PDP has not been 
successful in fulfilling its 
promises.

 Our leaders have been 
facing a lot of difficulties 
from PDP in developmen-
tal works in Jammu and 
Ladakh,” Madhav said.

“We are not question-
ing the intentions of PDP 
but they have failed in im-
proving the condition of 
life in Kashmir,” he added.

Senior Congress lead-
er Ghulam Nabi Azad 
said here that the BJP had 
committed a “Himalayan 
blunder” by forming a 
government with the PDP.

He said the BJP, a na-
tional party, should not 

National Conference vice 
president Omar Abdullah 
today favoured gover-
nor’s rule in Jammu and 
Kashmir and called for 
fresh elections as soon as 
possible so that people 
can choose their own 
government.

He said he told Vo-
hra that in this situation 
when no single party has 
the mandate to form the 
government, the Gover-
nor has no other option 
than to impose gover-
nor’s rule immediately.

Omar said as a re-
sponsible political party, 
it will be the NC’s endeav-
our to help in normalis-
ing the situation and have 
a peaceful atmosphere in 
the state especially in the 
two regions of Kashmir 
and Jammu.

Asked whether the 
PDP would be embar-
rassed about the deci-
sion, Omar said the least 
the BJP could have done 
was to take the PDP into 
confidence before an-
nouncing the decision.

Omar said the BJP 
can’t escape the blame 
as both it as well as the 
PDP are responsible for 
the deteriorating situa-
tion in the state.  nAsked 
about his offer of support 
to the PDP after the 2014 
polls, Omar said that of-
fer expired the day PDP 
and the BJP joined hands.

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  1 9 
(IANS): Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Tuesday walked out of 
Raj Niwas here after nine 
days of an unprecedent-
ed sit-in protest after IAS 
officers began attending 
meetings called by his 
government.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia said Ke-
jriwal took the decision to 
leave the office-cum-resi-

dence of Lt Governor Anil 
Baijal after IAS officers 
attended meetings called 
by Transport Minister 
Kailash Gahlot, Social 
Welfare Minister Rajinder 
Pal Gautam and Food 
Minister Imran Hussain.

The officers were also 
responding to telephone 
calls from Ministers and 
Sisodia said he too spoke 
to a number of officers.

“All the top officers 

including the Chief Sec-
retary were present at 
meetings called by Minis-
ters on Tuesday,” Sisodia 
told the media.

Kejriwal, who left the 
Raj Niwas along with his 
cabinet colleague Gopal 
Rai, will go to his house, 
Sisodia said.

The decis ion was 
taken within hours after 
Baijal wrote to Kejriwal 
urging him to urgently 

Paris, June 19 (IANS): The dyna-
mism infused in the Indo-French 
relations during the visit of French 
President Emmanuel Macron to 
India in March seems to be building 
up as the two countries have com-
mitted to raising their bilateral trade 
from 9 billion euros to 15 billion 
euros in the next two years official 
sources said.

Besides this, boosting French 
investment in India was one of the 
several issues that Indian External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
discussed with her French counter-
part Jean Yves Le Drian on Monday 
evening during her maiden visit to 
France.

The French have been keen to 
significantly enhance their pres-
ence in Indian business ecosystem, 
especially in areas where they have 
inhouse strengths, notably sustain-
able development, transport and 
smart cities.

The two ministers also discussed 
numerous international issues such 
as the impact of the decision by US 
President Donald Trump to with-
draw from the Paris Climate Change 
Treaty as well as the Iran nuclear 
deal. Regional issues such as terror-
ism and situation in South Asia and 
the Indian Ocean region were also 
discussed.

Sushma Swaraj thanked Le Drian 

on behalf of the Indian govern-
ment for the unstinted support that 
France has given to India’s bid to be 
inducted as a permanent member of 
the United Nations Security Council 
as well as the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group.

According to a statement issued 
by the Indian External Affairs Min-
istry, Sushma Swaraj and Le Drian 
reviewed the wide gamut of bilat-
eral relations as well as exchanged 
views on contemporary matters of 
regional/international interest. 

“The two ministers reaffirmed 
the strong mutual ties and the ex-
panding convergences which un-
derpin the bilateral Strategic Part-
nership, now in its 20th year,” the 
statement said. 

The two leaders also exchanged 
a letter of intent for collaboration in 
conservation of prehistoric monu-
ments. This document which was 
signed between the Ministry of 
Culture of India and the Ministry of 
Culture of France will aid conserva-
tion efforts at the Bhimbetka caves in 
India and the caves of Lascaux and 
Chauvet in France.

Sushma Swaraj also called on 
President Macron on Monday 
evening and conveyed the personal 
greetings of Indian President Ram 
Nath Kovind and Prime Minister 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

As part of her engagements here 
on Monday, Sushma Swaraj was also 
the chief guest at a ceremony held to 
name the Indian Culture Centre in 
the memory of Swami Vivekanand.

According to the ministry state-
ment, Sushma Swaraj on Tuesday 
visited the India House, Maison de 
l’Inde, which is a hostel for Indian 
students in the University City of 
Paris. She addressed the residents of 
The India House, which is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary this year 

An Indian community reception 
was held in honour of the visiting 
minister at the Indian Embassy 
where she addressed the members 
of community and emphasised on 
the importance attached by India on 
the links with the Indian diaspora. 

She also announced that India 
will construct an Indian Armed 
Forces Memorial in Villiers Guislain, 
France, to honour the valour and 
sacrifice of the thousands of Indian 
soldiers, sailors and airmen who 
fought in World War I.

She also released a publication 
“States of India” prepared by the 
Indian Embassy which is meant for 
increasing awareness of the busi-
ness climate and invest potential 
of various states of India and would 
prove to be a handy guide for French 
investors, chamber of commerce 
and others. 

Mumbai, June 19 (PTI): 
The Congress needs to 
learn theart of story-tell-
ing as it is gearing up to 
take on the BJP in the 2019 
general election, sen-
ior party leader Salman 
Khurshid said today, flag-
ging a gap in the party’s 
effort to communicate 
effectively its message to 
the people.

Speaking at a panel 
discussion and launch 
of his book “Spectrum 
Politics” here, the former 
law minister also said that 
the minorities “got carried 
away” in assuming that 
there were better alterna-
tives to the Congress.

“There was none,” he 
said, and called for work-
ing towards a strategy so 
that the party’s “honest 
and truthful” commit-
ment to the minorities 
is not “misused” by the 
RSS-BJP, who have often 
accused the Congress of 
appeasement of Muslims.

To a question, Khur-
shid, without naming any 
party, said that Islam was 

being vilified with a po-
litical objective, and there 
was a “big responsibility” 
on minorities, “particu-
larly Muslims”, in view of 
the next elections.

“They have been an 
enormous strength for the 
Congress since Independ-
ence...But they did get 
carried away, in a sense...
we may have made some 
mistakes, (we may have) 
some inadequacies. But 
they got carried away in 
assuming that there were 
better alternatives to the 
Congress. Despite our 
shortcomings and fail-
ures, there was no better 
alternative,” he said.

Khurshid, also a former 
External Affairs Minister, 
criticised the Modi gov-
ernment’s foreign policy.

“To deal with Pakistan, 
there is a need to under-
stand Pakistan...There 
is a need to understand 
many elements related 
with Pakistan and then 
deal with it. It has to be a 
clear, patient and pains-
taking effort,” he added.

have allied with PDP, a 
regional player. 

“The regional parties 
should have been allowed 
to form an alliance among 
themselves,” he told re-
porters.

meet the officers at the 
Delhi Secretariat.

Asked about the de-
mand for delivery of ra-
tion to the poor at their 
houses, Sisodia said it can 
be resolved from outside 
also.

“When the LG has not 
responded on the issue 
in nine days, there is no 
point in waiting more.”

Sisodia reiterated that 
the Delhi government 
had “nothing against the 
officers”.

Kejriwal along with 
three of his ministers 
started camping at the 
Raj Niwas on June 11 de-
manding a direction to 
the IAS officers working 
in the Delhi administra-
tion to end their unde-
clared strike.

Two of the Ministers 
-- Sisodia and Satyendar 
Jain -- who were on hun-
ger strike were shifted to 
hospital after their health 
deteriorated. 

But Kejriwal and his 
Cabinet Minister Gopal 
Rai continued their pro-
test which drew support 
from several political par-
ties in the country.

Moscow, June 19 (IANS): 
The tri-service joint Rus-
sia-India military exer-
cise Indra-2018 will take 
place in an Indian mili-
tary base in the second 
half of this year.

According to Interfax 
news agency, a Russian 
military delegation has 
visited India to discuss 
the logistics of the ex-
ercise. 

Combined military 
units of the Russian 
Eastern Military District 
will participate in the 
drills, it said. 

Members of the In-
dian defence forces 
will also be involved in 
planning of the exer-
cise including practi-
cal operations of the 
units besides catering, 
consumer services and 
medical support for the 
Russian units. 

In addition, the par-
ties will agree on the 
procedure for receiving 
and servicing of mili-
tary transport aircraft in 
India.

New Delhi, June 19 (IANS): Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
turned 48 and several senior Congress 
leaders reached his mother Sonia Gan-
dhi’s residence at 10 Janpath to greet him 
on his birthday while Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and political leaders 
across the country also wished him.

Former President Pranab Mukherjee, 
in a tweet to wish Gandhi, said that he had 
“an unparalleled legacy of nation building 
behind you and an outstanding responsi-
bility in the future”. Thanking Mukherjee, 

Gandhi said: “Thank you Pranab Da for 
your wishes and kind words. I appreciate 
them.”

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee also wished Gandhi in a tweet.

Party supporters and workers got into 
a celebratory mood, dancing to the beat 
of drums in the morning outside the Con-
gress office on Akbar Road here. 

There were similar vibes outside 10 
Janpath, where Youth Congress mem-
bers led the celebrations. They also went 
inside to meet Rahul Gandhi. 

New Delhi, June 19 (IANS): A PIL 
has been filed in the Supreme Court 
seeking directions to vest in the 
President and Governors powers 
to disqualify a sitting member of 
Parliament or state Assembly under 
anti-defection law after consulting 
the Election Commission (EC).

Seeking to strip the Speaker and 
the Chairperson of their power to 
disqualify a sitting member under 
the tenth schedule of the Consti-
tution, petitioner Ashwini Kumar 
Upadhyay has contended that 
the impartiality of the presiding 
officers on account of their past 
political allegiances is always under 
question.

Pointing to the “apprehensions” 
about the alleged “partisan nature 
of the Speaker’s decision”, the peti-
tioner advocate said: “Since Speak-
ers are party members, they should 
not be burdened with the job of 
pronouncing on the membership 
of their fellow members.”

Mentioning that motives would 
be attributed whichever way the 
presiding officers decide on a plea 
for disqualification under anti-
defection law (the tenth schedule), 
the recently-filed plea contended 
that the prevailing system was 
against the “basic dictum of de-
mocracy and free and fair election 
in spirit of the Constitution’s Arti-

cles 14, 19 and 324”.
“It would be unrealistic to ex-

pect a Speaker to completely abjure 
party considerations while decid-
ing on matters under the tenth 
schedule,” the plea said.

The Constitution’s tenth sched-
ule spells out the provisions for the 
disqualification of members on 
grounds of defection under Article 
102(2) from either House of the 
Parliament and Article 191(2) from 
the state Assembly or the legislative 
council.

The petitioner, who is also a 
leader of the ruling BJP, referred to 
the reports of the Goswami Com-
mittee on Electoral Reform, EC’s 
proposed electoral reforms, and the 
Law Commission’s 255th report in 
support of his plea.

Coupled with this, the peti-
tioner referred to the judgments of 
the top court wherein it has held 
that the decision of the Speaker or 
Chairperson to disqualify a sitting 
member was subject to judicial 
scrutiny under the Constitution’s 
Article 32, 226 and 136.

The top court had said that 
the Speaker or Chairperson were 
discharging quasi-judicial func-
tions when deciding the question 
whether a member of the House 
has attracted disqualification on 
the grounds of defection, thus their 

decisions are subject to judicial 
review.

Article 32 provides for the right 
to constitutional remedies for 
the enforcement of fundamental 
rights, Article 226 empowers the 
high courts to issue directions or 
orders or writs for the enforcement 
of the fundamental rights and Arti-
cle 136 provides for special leave to 
appeal by the Supreme Court.

Upadhyay also referred to the 
judgment of former Lok Sabha 
Speaker Shivraj Patil in a defection 
case involving the members of 
erstwhile Janata Dal wherein the 
then Speaker said: “Since Speakers 
in India are, after all, party mem-
bers, they should not be burdened 
with the job of pronouncing on the 
membership of their fellow mem-
bers. Whatever they decide, mo-
tives would be imputed to them.”

Even the Goswami Committee 
recommended that the anti-de-
fection law be changed to provide 
that the “power of deciding legal 
issue of disqualification should not 
be left to the Speaker or Chairman 
of the House, but to the President 
or the Governor, as the case maybe 
who shall act on the advice of the 
EC, to whom the question should 
be referred for determination as in 
the case of any other post-election 
disqualification of a member”.
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Kim meets Xi to work out future course 
of action after summit with Trump

Geneva, June 19 (IANS): The 
number of people forcibly dis-
placed due to wars, other vio-
lence and persecution world-
wide reached a new high in 
2017 at 68.5 million, 2.9 million 
more than the year before, UN 
refugee agency UNHCR said on 
Tuesday.

It was the fifth straight year 
of increase and was also the 
“biggest” in a single year, said 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees.

The displacement was led by 
the crisis in Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, South Sudan’s 
war and the flight into Bang-
ladesh from Myanmar of hun-
dreds of thousands of Rohingya 
refugees, Xinhua news agency 
said citing the report. 

“Overwhelmingly it is devel-
oping countries that are most 
affected,” said UNHCR, adding 
that a new global deal on refu-
gees was critical when it released 
an annual report.

The report was released on 
the eve of World Refugee Day, 

Trump threatens new tariffs on Chinese 
imports, Beijing calls it ‘blackmail’

South Korea, US suspend 
major military exercise

Merkel, Macron search for 
reforms to halt EU ‘disintegration’

1 dead, 94 
missing after 
boat sinks in 
Indonesia

Pakistan has more nuclear 
warheads than India — SIPRI

68.5 million people forcibly displaced in 2017 — UN

tum of peace and stability 
of the Korean Peninsula to 
make a positive contribu-
tion to safeguarding world 
and regional peace, stabil-
ity, prosperity and devel-
opment,” the agency said.

Kim praised China’s 
“important role in protect-
ing the Korean Peninsula’s 
peace and stability,” state-
run CCTV said.

North Korea “hopes 
to work with China and 
other concerned parties 
to promote and establish 
a solid, long-lasting peace 
mechanism on the Korean 
Peninsula and make joint 
efforts to achieve a lasting 
peace on the peninsula,” 
Kim said.

On his part, Xi said that 
he “wants North Korea and 
the US to carry out the 
results of their leadership 
summit” in Singapore, the 
report said.

Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman Geng Sh-
uang parried several ques-
tions on Kim’s visit and 
its purpose saying details 
will be released in a timely 

manner.
Kim is visiting China 

and there is a reason for 
this, he said.

As to why news of the 
visit was released at this 
point, he said relevant in-
formation will be released 
according to the specific 
situation.

Geng was not forth-
c o m i n g  w h e n  a s k e d 
whether China will join 
Russia in calling for lifting 
of UN sanctions against 
North Korea in the light of 
the Singapore summit.

“China stands against 
the unilateral sanctions 
outside the UNSC. This 
position is very clear. We 
believe that sanctions it-
self is not an end and all 
parties should support 
and coordinate with the 
current diplomatic efforts 
and dialogue to work hard 
for denuclearisation and 
political settlement of the 
Korean peninsula issue,” 
he said.

T h e  U N  S e c u r i t y 
Council imposed a series 
of economic sanctions 

against North Korea after 
it conducted its first nu-
clear test in 2006, crippling 
Pyongyang’s economy.

Since he took over, 
Trump piled pressure on 
China to stringently im-
plement the UN sanctions 
which many believe led 
to Kim agreeing to scale 
down his nuclear pro-
gramme leading up to the 
summit with Trump on 
June 12.

While announcing 
the halt of South Korean 
and US military exercises, 
Trump has been maintain-
ing that the sanctions will 
remain.

Despite reports of dif-
ferences, China remains a 
close ally of North Korea. 

Officials here say his 
visit was expected to crys-
tallise the next course of 
action by him to announce 
the denuclearisation proc-
ess and further steps on 
the Korean peninsula.

Trump in the past has 
said Kim has changed his 
mind after his talks with Xi.

Kim’s visit this time 

Beijing, June 19 (PTI): 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un today briefed Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
on his historic summit 
with US President Donald 
Trump in Singapore, un-
derscoring Beijing’s “im-
portant role” in the denu-
clearisation of the Korean 
Peninsula.

President Xi and Chair-
man Kim exchanged views 
on the current develop-
ment of China-North 
Korea relations and the 
situation on the Korean 
Peninsula, state-run Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Kim’s third visit to Chi-
na since March is taking 
place amid sharp escala-
tion of rhetoric between 
Beijing and Washington 
over tariffs almost spiral-
ling into a trade war.

Kim, who visited Bei-
jing twice earlier before 
his Singapore summit with 
Trump, arrived by air to 
meet the top Chinese lead-
ership.

Unlike his two visits 
which were shrouded in 
secrecy until their com-
pletion, China announced 
the visit just as the North 
Korean dictator landed in 
Beijing.

“Kim Jong-un, chair-
man of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea and Chairman of 
the State Affairs Commis-
sion of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) visits China from 
June 19 to 20,” Xinhua said.

Xi held a welcoming 
ceremony for Kim at the 
Great Hall of the People. 
The two leaders also in-
spected the guard of hon-
our.

“They agreed to safe-
guard, consolidate and 
develop China-DPRK rela-
tions, and jointly push for-
ward the sound momen-

Ja k a r t a ,  Ju n e  1 9 
(IANS): At least one 
body was found as 
rescuers continued 
to search on Tuesday 
for at least 94 people 
who are still missing 
after a boat capsized 
in Lake Toba on In-
donesia’s Sumatra 
island a day earlier, 
officials said.

Kapal Motor Si-
n a r  Ba n g u n  b o a t 
sank at 5.30 p.m. on 
Monday after de-
parting Simanindo 
port in Samosir dis-
trict and was 1.61 km 
away from its des-
tination of Tigaras 
Parapat of Simalun-
gun district.

A statement ob-
tained by Xinhua 
news agency from 
police headquarters 
said the number of 
the missing was ex-
pected to rise as fam-
ilies kept reporting 
their missing family 
members.

The statement 
said one person was 
dead while 18 others 
were rescued, which 
was lower than the 
number reported on 
Monday by the head 
of provincial disaster 
agency Riadil Luebis, 
who said 19 were res-
cued.

Seven boats with 
over 25 personnel 
in each were dis-
patched to recover 
and rescue the vic-
tims, but the opera-
tion was hampered 
by  u n f a v o u r a b l e 
weather conditions, 
said Mahler Tamba, 
head of the opera-
tional unit at the dis-
aster management 
office in Samosir dis-
trict.

He  s a i d  r a i n y 
weather was hinder-
ing the rescue mis-
sion.

L a s t  w e e k ,  1 6 
people died when 
another boat sank 
near the southern 
coast of Celebes is-
land in the central 
region of the archi-
pelago.

I n d o n e s i a 
records more ac-
cidents during the 
holiday period fol-
lowing the month of 
Ramadan, when mil-
lions of people travel 
around the country 
putting pressure on 
the precarious infra-
structure.

here is taking place amid 
escalating trade tensions 
between the US and China 
with the two countries 
already announcing tariffs 
up to USD 50 billion each 
while Trump is threaten-
ing more sanctions. For 
its part, China has been 
warning of strong retali-
ation.

Sue Mi Terry, a Korea 
expert at the Centre for 
Strategic and Internation-
al Studies, told the Hong 
Kong-based South China 
Morning Post that Kim’s 
recent engagement in di-
plomacy with frequent vis-
its to China and meetings 
with Xi, rather than phone 
calls, made sense.

China was also briefed 
by US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo about the 
Singapore summit during 
his recent visit here. Af-
ter his talks with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, 
Pompeo stressed the im-
portance of China being 
a constructive participant 
in the next steps after the 
Trump-Kim summit.

“There remains hard 
work” and “difficult days” 
in denuclearisation nego-
tiations with North Korea, 
Pompeo had said.

During a joint press 
conference with Pompeo, 
Wang said China would 
like the US and North Ko-
rea to see the summit as 
a new starting point from 
which they can maintain 
a momentum of dialogue 
and consultation, accom-
modate each other’s le-
gitimate concerns, and 
work with other parties 
to advance the process of 
denuclearisation and the 
political settlement of the 
peninsula issue .

“China will continue to 
play a positive role in this 
process, Wang added.

Washington, June 19 (IANS): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has threatened to im-
pose tariffs on an additional $200 billion 
worth of Chinese goods in a escalating 
trade row with Beijing, which on Tuesday 
accused Washington of “blackmail” and 
warned it would “strike back hard”.

The White House said on Monday 
evening that if China goes through with 
its promise to retaliate against the US 
tariffs announced last week, Washington 
will impose new tariffs, the Washington 
Post reported.

In a statement, Trump said he had US 
Trade Representative Robert E. Lighthizer, 
to draw up a list of $200 billion in Chinese 
products that will be hit with tariffs of 10 
per cent if China refuses his demands 
to narrow the yawning American trade 
deficit and change its industrial policies.

The Chinese Commerce Ministry re-
acted quickly to Trump’s announcement, 
calling it “blackmail” and accused the 
US of “extreme pressure and extortion-
ist behaviour”. It warned it would “strike 
back hard”.

“If the US loses its senses and pub-
lishes a new list, China will be forced to 
take comprehensive measures that are 
both strong in quantity and gravity and 
will fight back,” it read on Tuesday.

The vow of retaliation was reiterated 
by Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang. “We don’t want a trade 
war, yet we are not afraid of a trade war,” 
he said.

The escalating conflict between the 
world’s two largest economies has rat-
tled markets and companies, which fear 
disruption to their global supply chains. 

Stock markets in Asia fell sharply on Tues-
day, with Shanghai faring the worst, down 
3.8 per cent. European markets also suf-
fered, trading more than 1 per cent lower.

Trump insists that China has been un-
fairly benefiting from a trade imbalance 
with the US for years.

The tariffs, which the US govern-
ment said were punishment for intel-
lectual property theft, will be enacted in 
two waves. More than 800 exports, about 
$34 billion worth, will be subject to tariffs 
starting July 6. 

Another 280 or so still need to undergo 
a public comment period, and will take 
effect later, CNN reported.

“Further action must be taken to en-
courage China to change its unfair prac-
tices, open its market to US goods, and 
accept a more balanced trade relation-
ship with the United States,” Trump said.

The Trump administration on June 15 
said that it will impose a 25 per cent tariff 
on $50 billion of Chinese exports. China, 
claiming the US had “launched a trade 
war”, retaliated immediately, outlining its 
own tariffs on US goods worth $50 billion, 
including agricultural goods, cars and 
marine products.

However, none of the tariffs an-
nounced by the US on Monday will take 
effect until industries and consumers 
have a chance to make their views known 
in a 60-day public comment period.

The tariffs if implemented, would 
dramatically expand the goods facing 
trade measures to a range of consumer 
items, forcing Americans to pay more for 
smartphones, computers, toys and televi-
sions among other products.

Seoul/Beijing, June 19 
(IANS): South Korea and 
the US have decided to 
suspend the Ulchi Free-
dom Guardian (UFG) ex-
ercise slated for August 
amid dialogue efforts to 
denuclearize North Ko-
rea, officials of the two 
countries said on Tues-
day.

Shortly after his Sin-
gapore summit  with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un on June 12, US 
President Donald Trump 
unveiled his plan to stop 
“provocative, inappropri-
ate and expensive” war 
games with the South, 
which Pyongyang has 
decried as an “invasion 
rehearsal”, Yonhap news 
agency reported.

“Following close co-
operation, South Korea 
and the U.S. decided to 
suspend all planning ac-
tivities for the UFG, the 
defensive exercise slated 
for August,” Seoul’s De-
fence Ministry said.

“The South and the 
US plan to continue con-
sultations over additional 
measures.” The ministry 
also said that there was 
no decision yet regard-
ing other allied training 
exercises.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry welcomed the 
move, calling it “positive 
and constructive”. The US 
Department of Defence 
also made the same an-
nouncement.

“Consistent with Pres-
ident Trump’s commit-
ment and in concert with 
our Republic of Korea 
ally, the US military has 
suspended all planning 

for this August’s defen-
sive ‘wargame’ (Freedom 
Guardian),” Pentagon 
s p o k e s w o m a n  D a n a 
White said in a statement 
late Monday.

The White House said 
that the combined exer-
cises are expected to be 
“on pause” should the 
North deliver on its de-
nuclearization commit-
ment.

“ Those  conversa-
tions are ongoing at this 
point. As long as North 
Korea continues to act 
in good faith, then we 
expect those things to be 
on pause,” White House 
Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders had said last 
week.

The UFG is a com-
mand post exercise based 
on computer simulated 
war games centreing on a 
scenario of an all-out war 
with the North.

In 1954, the US-led 
UN Command started 
the Focus Lens exercise. 
It was later combined 
with South Korea’s Ul-
chi exercise, which was 
launched in the wake of a 
North Korean infiltration 
in 1968.

The combined exer-
cise, which was called the 
Ulchi Focus Lens (UFL), 
was renamed the UFG 
in 2008.

In 1990, the allies 
temporarily halted the 
UFL due to the US’ par-
ticipation in the Gulf War. 
Amid dialogue with the 
North in 1992, Seoul and 
Washington also can-
celled their Team Spirit 
exercise, which resumed 
the following year.

London, June 19 (PTI): Pakistan con-
tinues to be ahead of India when it 
comes to possessing nuclear warheads, 
with China having double the quan-
tity, according to a report by a leading 
Swedish think-tank.

Pakistan is believed to have 140-150 
nuclear warheads this year, 10 more 
than last year. In contrast, India is said 
to have 130-140 nuclear warheads, ac-
cording to the annual nuclear forces 
data by Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI).

“India and Pakistan are both ex-
panding their nuclear weapon stock-
piles as well as developing new land-, 
sea- and air-based missile delivery 
systems,” it said.

“China continues to modernise its 
nuclear weapon delivery systems and 
is slowly increasing the size of its nu-
clear arsenal,” SIPRI said.

Russia and the US hold over 92 per 
cent of the total warheads, it said.

SIPRI said nine countries -- the US, 
Russia, Britain, France, China, India, 
Pakistan, Israel and North Korea -- had 
14,465 nuclear warheads at the begin-
ning of 2018, of which 3,750 were actu-
ally deployed.

At the start of 2017, the total number 
of nuclear warheads was 14,935, it said.

The reduction is largely due to the 
arms control commitments by the US 
and Russia in the 2010 Treaty on Meas-
ures for the Further Reduction and 
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms 
(New START), the Stockholm-based 
organisation said.

It said that France with 300 war-
heads, China 280, Britain 215, Pakistan 
140-150, India 130-140, Israel 80 and 
North Korea 10-20, were all either 
deploying or planning to deploy new 
nuclear weapons system.

Despite making limited reductions 
to their nuclear forces, both Russia and 
the USA have long-term programmes 
under way to replace and modernize 
their nuclear warheads, missile and 
aircraft delivery systems, and nuclear 
weapon production facilities, it said.

SIPRI warned that modernisation 
of nuclear weapons continues despite 
a decline in the total number of nuclear 
warheads.

“... the modernisation programmes 
underway in the nuclear weapon-
possessing states indicate that genuine 
progress towards nuclear disarmament 
will remain a distant goal,” says Shan-
non Kile, Senior Researcher with the 
SIPRI Disarmament, Arms Control and 
Non-proliferation Programme.

In this image taken from a video footage run by China’s CCTV on June 19, 2018, via AP Video, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, left, walks with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a welcome ceremony at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

AP/PTI

A woman looks our from a cement cylinder holding her seven-month-old baby in Kutu-
palong, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh on Sept. 17, 2017.

which falls on June 20, to com-
memorate the strength of refu-
gees and to remind governments 
to work together for them.

This year also marks a key 
moment for the public to show 
support for families forced to 
flee, said UNHCR.

In its annual Global Trends 
report, UNHCR said 68.5 million 
people were displaced as of the 
end of 2017. Refugees who fled 
their countries to escape conflict 
and persecution accounted for 
25.4 million of the total.

There were 16.2 million peo-
ple displaced during 2017 it-
self, either for the first time or 
repeatedly -- indicating a huge 
number of people on the move 
and equivalent to 44,500 people 
displaced each day.

“In short, the world had al-
most as many forcibly displaced 
people in 2017 as the population 
of Thailand. Across all coun-
tries, one in every 110 persons 
is someone displaced,” said the 
report.

“We are at a watershed, where 
success in managing forced dis-
placement globally requires a 
new and far more comprehen-
sive approach so that countries 
and communities aren’t left 
dealing with this alone,” said UN 
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees Filippo Grandi.

Meseberg (Germany), 
June 19 (PTI/AFP): Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel hosted French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron today to hammer 
out reforms that can stop 
the “disintegration” of the 
European Union, torn by 
populist forces and deep 
discord over immigra-
tion.

The two leaders of Eu-
rope’s biggest economies 
will seek to thrash out 
a compromise between 
Macron’s bold vision for 
sweeping EU change and 
Germany’s stance that is 
more cautious, especially 
when it comes to finance.

Merkel and Macron 
have both stressed that, 
as US President Donald 
Trump openly challenges 
the EU with a trade war 
and over security and cli-
mate policy, the bloc must 
learn to stand its ground 
on the world stage.

The ministerial re-
treat at Meseberg castle 
near Berlin aims to agree 
a joint Franco-German 
stance ahead of a key 
June 28-29 summit on the 
EU’s post-Brexit future, 
at a time when populists 
and eurosceptics are rap-
idly gaining ground.

As outspoken pro-Eu-
ropeans, Merkel and Ma-
cron both face harsh op-
position from nationalist 
and right-wing populist 
forces at home, and in 
the governments of Italy, 
Austria and several east-
ern European countries.

Ahead of the meeting, 
French Finance Minister 
Bruno Le Maire warned 
that “Europe is in a proc-
ess of disintegration. 
We see states that are 
turning inward, trying to 
find national solutions 
to problems that require 
European solutions.

“It is essential to pro-
pose a new European 
project on immigration, 
on economic issues, on 
financial issues to con-
solidate Europe in a 
world where you have 
the United States on one 
side, China on the other 

and we are trapped in the 
middle.” 

The question of how 
many migrants the bloc 
can absorb came back 
to the fore strongly when 
last week Italy and Mal-
ta both turned back a 
rescue vessel carrying 
630 refugees, which was 
eventually accepted by 
Spain.

The move sparked a 
clash between France and 
Italy as immigration also 
triggered a domestic cri-
sis for Merkel, a leader 
already weakened by her 
decision in 2015 to keep 
open German borders to 
a mass influx of more than 
one million refugees.

Merkel now faces a 
dangerous mutiny from 
her hardline Bavarian In-
terior Minister Horst See-
hofer, who has vowed to 
defy her and order police 
to shut German borders 
to most asylum seekers 
by early July absent an EU 
accord.

Merkel, arguing that 
the issue must be re-
solved at the EU level, has 
pledged to reach deals 
with transit and arrival 
countries in the narrow 
two-week window end-
ing with the Brussels 
summit.

“Turning away mi-
grants at our borders at 
the heart of Europe will 
lead to negative domino 
effects that could hurt 
Germany and put into 
question European uni-
ty,” she has warned.

Trump chimed into 
the debate with a Twitter 
taunt yesterday, charging 
that “the people of Ger-
many are turning against 
their leadership as migra-
tion is rocking the already 
tenuous Berlin coalition”.

Merkel and Macron 
agree that overburdened 
Mediterranean countries 
need financial support 
or incentives, and that 
the EU’s Frontex border 
force must receive more 
funding, while Paris also 
advocates the creation of 
asylum processing cen-
tres in Africa.
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Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Race 3 (Hindi)3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Chart-topping rapper 
XXXTentacion shot dead in Florida
US rapper XXXTentacion, who shot to fame with consecu-
tive hit albums, has been killed aged 20. He was reportedly 
shopping for a motorcycle in south Florida when a gunman 
opened fire on his vehicle, reported BBC. Police in Broward 
County said XXXTentacion, whose real name is Jahseh Onfroy, 
was taken to hospital and later pronounced dead. He was 
often described as one of rap’s most controversial artists and 
was facing domestic violence charges. A witness told celeb-
rity news website TMZ that multiple shots rang out outside 
the motorcycle dealership.

Lucy Hale thinks 
social media is 

like a ‘disease’

Metallica donate Polar Music Prize cash to charity

Zayn Malik considering 
running for political 
office in US

Why Sandra Bullock wanted 
to be fired from a film

Black Panther and Stranger 
Things win big at MTV 
Movie and TV Awards

After Metallica receive the Polar Music Prize in 
Sweden, band decide to split the monetary award 
between three different charities

‘Black Panther’ and ‘Stranger Things’ swept 
the board at this year’s MTV Movie and TV 
Awards - securing four gongs each

T
he 29-year-old actress - who checked into a wellness cen-
tre after she struggled to rediscover herself once filming 
for ‘Pretty Little Liars’ wrapped - has admitted she had no 
choice but delete her social networking sites because it 
was affecting her health.

Speaking to Haute Living magazine, she said: “It’s almost like 
a disease. We’re all so addicted to it, and to what other people are 
saying.

“Honestly, I know it sounds cheesy to say that social media 
was affecting my happiness, but it really was. It was important 
for me to disconnect from that, to put down my phone occa-

sionally and live the life around me.”
The brunette beauty believes coming offline allowed her to 

stay grounded because social media is often a “highlights reel of a 
person’s life.”

She explained: “It’s everyone on their best days, posting a 
picture they’ve probably taken a hundred times and put a mil-
lion filters on.

“I’m not saying that I’m not looking for validation, because 
I’m not, but it’s nice to be at an age and time in my life where 
that’s not the most important thing, because for a long time, 
it was. It’s not anymore; I broke free.’

However, Lucy believes checking into the Canyon 
Ranch wellness and health spa earlier this year really 
helped her because she forced her to deal with things.

She said: “I have a fear of being alone and sitting with 
my feelings; I just hate that. I overthink and over analyse. 
I was dealing with and thinking about things and emo-
tionally bottling a bunch of stuff, and I finally dealt with 
some of those things there by hiking and meditating and 

sitting with myself.”
femalefirst.co.uk

M
etal-
lica were 
awarded 
the pres-
tigious 

Polar Music Prize by King 
Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden 
at a ceremony in Stock-
holm.

It was revealed in Feb-
ruary that the band would 
be the recipients of the 
accolade, which is given 
every year to two artists – 
one from contemporary 
music and one from the 
classical genre – for their 
significant achievements 
in music.

And after drummer 
Lars Ulrich and bassist 
Robert Trujillo accepted 
the award, Billboard 
report that the band have 
donated the monetary 
portion of the prize – one 
million Swedish Kroner – 
to three separate chari-
ties.

They’re giving 50% of 
the money to the Stock-
holm City Mission, 25% 
to the World Childhood 
Foundation and 25% to 
the Afghanistan National 
Institute of Music – who 
were also honoured at 
this year’s ceremony.

Managing director 

Lucy HaLe tHinks sociaL media is Like 
a "disease" because s many peopLe 
struggLe to break free from it

of the Polar Music Prize, 
Marie Ledin, tells Bill-
board: “Many of the Polar 
Music Prize Laureates 
over the years have do-
nated their prize money to 
charity. It’s not something 
we ask of them, but we ap-
preciate their generosity. 

“I know my father, Stig 
Anderson, would be very 
happy and proud to know 
of our Laureates’ great 

charitable donations.”
Speaking about the 

award in February, Trujillo 
said: “Receiving the Polar 
Music Prize is such an 
honour, especially sharing 
it with artists such as Joni 
Mitchell, Keith Jarrett and 
Wayne Shorter, who I 
admire dearly.

“It’s incredible to be 
recognised and honoured 
in this way, to me, it’s very 

prestigious. Hopefully 
this will inspire younger 
generations of musicians 
to keep the music alive.”

Metallica recently 
wrapped up live dates in 
Europe in support of their 
latest album Hardwired… 
To Self Destruct and will 
head back out on the road 
across North America 
from September.

variety.com

A
fter migrating 
from the UK 
to California, 
British-Paki-
stani singer 

Zayn Malik is loving life 
in the US so much that 
he is considering running 
for office in his adopted 
country one 
day.

During an interview 
with GQ magazine, the 
25-year-old said that he 
was “a bit shocked” at 
first by the friendliness of 
Americans, and feels the 
country is being “misrep-
resented across the globe”, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

The former One Direc-
tion star said: “No matter 
what colour, what gender, 
what sexuality, what class 
- none of that matters 
here. People genuinely 
want to know you for who 
you are. And that’s how 
America should be repre-
sented across the world.”

Asked if he would con-
sider running for office 
himself, he responded: 
“Maybe. It would be cool. 

I feel like it’s a beautiful 
place.”After leaving 

One Direction 
in 2015, Zayn 
moved to Los 
Angeles and 
then to New 
York.

IANS

Full list of 2018 
winners are as follows;
Best Movie - ‘Black Panther’
Best Show - ‘Stranger Things’
Best Performance in a Movie 
- Chadwick Boseman - ‘Black 
Panther’
Best Performance in a Show - 
Millie Bobby Brown - ‘Stranger 
Things’
Best Hero - Chadwick Boseman - 
‘Black Panther’
Best Villain - Michael B. Jordan - 
‘Black Panther’
Most Frightened Performance - 
Noah Schnapp - ‘Stranger Things’
Best On-screen Team - The cast 
of ‘IT’
Best Fight - Gal Gadot Vs. German 
Soldiers - ‘Wonder Woman’
Best Music Documentary - ‘Gaga: 
Five Foot Two’
Best Reality Series/Franchise - 
‘Keeping Up With the Kardashians’
Best Musical Moment - Every 
Breath You Take - ‘Stranger 
Things’

T
he Marvel movie - directed by 
Ryan Coogler - scooped four 
of the 14 gongs up for grabs at 
the glamorous ceremony, held 
at Barker Hangar in Santa 

Monica, on June 16, but it didn’t manage 
to come out completely on top as the 
thrilling Netflix drama also bagged four 
titles.

It was a big night for the fantasy film’s 
lead Chadwick Boseman as he man-
aged to fight off stiff competition to be 
crowned the winner of the Best Perform-
ance and Best Hero category.

And the 40-year-old actor - who 
plays Black Panther in the blockbuster 
- received a standing ovation when he 
used his acceptance speech to honour 
James Shaw Jr., who disarmed a gunman 
during a shooting in a Tennessee Waffle 
House in April that left four people dead.

He said: “Receiving an award for 
playing a superhero is amazing, but it’s 
even greater to acknowledge the heroes 
we have in real life,” before inviting 
James to join him on stage.

He then asked James to keep the 
iconic popcorn trophy at his house.

Chadwick said: “You didn’t know we 
were about to do this... This is gonna live 
at your house.”

Michael B. Jordan also used his 

acceptance speech to raise awareness 
as he called out Roseanne Barr - who 
had her sitcom reboot cancelled after 
she made a racist comment - while he 
collected his Best Villain prize for his 
portrayal of Eric Killmonger in the 2018 
blockbuster.

He said: “I am shocked I won this 
award for best villain, I thought Roseann 
had that in the bag.”

The film also came away with the 
coveted Best Movie popcorn - taking its 
total win to four.

‘Stranger Things’ did equally as well 
in the television category as it scooped 
Best Show, Best Musical Moment for its 
Every Breath You Take scene and Most 
Frightened Performance.

Millie Bobby Brown - who plays 
Eleven in the internet series - bagged the 
Best Performance in a Show award but 
was unable to attend in person because 
she had broken her knee cap.

Other winners on the night in-
cluded the cast of ‘IT’ for Best On-screen 
Team, Kim Kardashian West’s family E! 
reality TV show ‘Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians’ for Best Reality TV Series 
and Wonder Woman’s scene between 
Gal Gadot and the German Soldiers won 
Best Fight.

IANS

A
ctress Sandra 
Bullock asked 
to be dismissed 
from a movie 
early in her 

career because of a “situa-
tion” she found herself in 
with a figure of authority.

“Very early on in my 
career I had a situation on 
a film, which was hard. 
It came from a person of 
authority. I kept deflect-
ing it with humour and it 
didn’t work. Finally, I said, 
‘Please, just fire me.’ It 
was a lesson,” Bullock told 
Sunday Times magazine. 

“After that, I tended 
to remove anything that 
could be misconstrued as 

sexual. I locked it down,” 
she added.

The 53-year-old star 
always tries to navigate 
tough situations with hu-
mour, such as an uncom-
fortable interview with the 
“Today” show host Matt 
Lauer, who spent four 
minutes of a 2009 inter-
view with her questioning 
her about a single nude 
scene, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

Asked if she regrets not 
seeming more outraged, 
she said: “That’s how I’ve 
always navigated tricky 
situations. That’s how I’ve 
survived.”

IANS
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Bastian Schweinsteiger

Joe Root

Arjun Tendulkar

Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov in action during his first round match 
against Bosnia’s Damir Dzumhur at the Queen’s Club, London on 
Tuesday, June 19.

AP/PTI

England’s John Stones, right, heads the ball to England’s Harry Kane, left, who scores the opening goal during the group G match against Tunisia at the 
2018 soccer World Cup in the Volgograd Arena in Volgograd, Russia on Monday, June 18.

World Cup: Kane double 
guides England past Tunisia

No SNS, WAGs for S. Korea during Russia World Cup

No truth in Schweinsteiger deal, says ATK

Nagaland U-19 cricket tourney

Root back for T20Is against Australia, India

Dimitrov wins tough 
opener at Queen’s

For me, Arjun will be like any other 
player - U-19 bowling coach Sanath

Midfielder Balmuchu joins Jamshedpur FC

Wins for Dimapur and Peren

Volgograd (Russia), June 
19 (IANS): Captain Har-
ry Kane scored a brace as 
England overcame Tunisia 
with a 2-1 victory in their 
FIFA World Cup Group 
G campaign opener at the 
Volgograd Arena here on 
Monday.

The Tottenham centre-
forward gave England the 
lead in the 11th minute but 
Ferjani Sassi converted a 
penalty to pull Tunisia level 
in the 35th minute. How-
ever, Kane headed home 
off  a corner in the 90+1st 
minute to give England the 
winning goal.

The North African side 
had survived an early on-
slaught and punched above 
their weight to counter a 
talented and youthful Eng-
lish team, playing in a 3-4-
2-1 formation. Towards 
the end, Tunisia thought a 
draw was a fair result and 
decided to keep it that way 
until Kane brought out his 
second strike in the second-
half  injury time.

England kept it late to 
seal the win but their over-
whelming start nearly blew 
Tunisia away. England were 
all over Tunisia, beginning 
the match in an emphatic 

manner. 
Barely three minutes 

into the game, Jordan 
Hernderson sent a cross-
field ball towards the right 
side of the Tunisian box for 
Dele Alli to bring it down 
before. But his square pass 
across the goal to Raheem 
Sterling was half  cleared. 
The rebound fell to Jesse 
Lingard, whose drive from 
the 12 yards out was blocked 
by a outstretched left leg of  
keeper Mouez Hassen.

Four minutes later, Ster-
ling overcame three defend-
ers from the left byline be-
fore rolling the ball across 

the face of  the goal to the 
right post where Lingard 
was waiting. But when the 
pass arrived, it somehow 
wrong-footed the teenager 
and bounced off  his shins 
for a goal kick.

However, the energetic 
English team was not to 
be denied the lead for very 
long as a diving Hassen’s 
block off  a header from 
John Stones follwoing a 
corner fell at the feet of  
Kane, who easily tapped it 
home in the 11th minute.

Hassen, who had in-
jured his right shoulder 
before the goal, had to be 

Saint Petersburg, June 19 (IANS): 
They can meet their family mem-
bers but are not allowed to be 
accompanied by them. They can 
play with their smartphones but 
are not allowed to post on their 
social network service (SNS) ac-
counts. These are things that South 
Korean footballers can and can-
not do during the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup.

While each team at the 2018 
World Cup will have its own Do’s 
and Don’ts, South Korea are one 
of  the teams that certainly aren’t 
liberal when it comes to rules 
during the World Cup, reports 
Yonhap news agency.

For instance, Sweden, South 
Korea’s Group F opponents, re-
portedly allowed their players to 
meet their family members and 
stay with them until Wednesday.

Choi Young-il, a vice president 
of the Korea Football Association 
(KFA), who serves as the chef de 
mission for the South Korean del-
egation to the World Cup, said it’s 
just too early for South Koreans to 
allow their wives and girlfriends, 
which people like to call “WAGs,” 
to travel with players during the 
tournament.

“Considering public senti-
ment on the national team, it’s 
just difficult for us to allow that,” 
said Choi, a former defender who 
captained South Korea at the 1998 
World Cup. 

“If  we are a team that can 
reach the round of 16 regularly, the 
players meeting their family mem-
bers and girlfriends at the team 
hotel may be accepted, but still, we 
have to think of fans’ eyes.”

Meeting their families and 

loved ones can help the players get 
rid of stress going into the tourna-
ment.

Defender Kim Young-gwon, 
who was bombarded by fans in 
the past after making reckless 
comments that he couldn’t com-
municate with teammates well on 
the pitch because of  fans’ noise, 
said that it was his family that gave 
him the energy to overcome the 
hard times.

While South Koreans may 
need some energy from their 
loved ones after suffering a painful 
1-0 defeat against Sweden, Choi 
said there’s another problem if  
the national team allows family 
members to travel with the players.

“It’s difficult to set such stan-
dards on who should travel or not 
travel with the players,” he said. 
“There are players who are mar-

ried and not married, and should 
we allow only their parents, or just 
wives?”

“It gets too expensive if  we 
cover the travel cost of the players’ 
family members,” he said. “And 
whether we pay or not, fans will 
criticise us.”

Choi, however, said South 
Korea aren’t strictly blocking the 
players from meeting with their 
loved ones during the tournament.

Choi, 52, said the players these 
days know how to satisfy their 
needs to meet their family or 
girlfriends. Mostly, they use video 
chat programmes through their 
mobile device in their rooms.

“Each player gets their own 
room, and you have no idea what 
they’re doing in their room with 
smartphones,” he said. “Unlike in 
the past, when the players shared 

a room, the players now can have 
privacy, and I’m sure they speak 
with their loved ones through 
smartphones.”

But smartphone use doesn’t 
mean that SNS activities are al-
lowed. Even before announcing 
his 23-man World Cup squad, 
South Korean head coach Shin 
Tae-yong emphasized that SNS 
use would not be allowed.

Another restriction for the 
South Korean team is drinking. It 
looks obvious that the players have 
to control their drinking on their 
own during the tournament, but 
there’s no written rule that prohib-
its drinking for the national team.

“The players could have a glass 
of beer inside their hotel after the 
match, but before the match, it’s 
hard to imagine that they drink 
alcohol,” he said.

substituted with Farouk 
Ben Mustapha.

After an overwhelming 
20 minutes of  attacking 
football, England took the 
pace of  the game and be-
gan to pass the ball around. 
It allowed Tunisia to reor-
ganise, gather their nerves 
and keep the ball.

They waited for Eng-
land to make mistakes and 
one of  those from Kyle 
Walker proved costly. Bat-
tling for a cross, Walker put 
his arm in the face of  Tu-
nisia attacker Fakhreddine 
Ben Youssef  as the latter 
plunged to the ground. Sas-
si calmly slotted a penalty 
into the bottom-left corner, 
past a diving Jordan Pick-
ford in the 35th minute.

Just before the haltime 
break, England could have 
regained the lead but Lin-
gard, again was denied, 
this time by the post. A 
through-ball put Lindgard 
in a race with the on-rush-
ing Mustapha. Lingard 
tapped the ball around the 
keeper, but the ball rolled 
off  the left post.

The second-half  was 
devoid of  any dynamic 
move from either side. 
Compared to the pulsating 
first 45 minutes, the second 
half  saw the teams trade 
possession back and forth 
in the midfield.

England coach South-
gate rushed in Marcus 
Rashford, replacing Ster-
ling as they stepped up 
their attacking mode.

England, lacking cre-
ativity, kept testing Tunisia 
with set-pieces until they 
surrendered at the death. 
A corner from the right 
saw Harry Maguire flick 
towards the left, only for 
Kane to head it home at 
the near post, rejoicing the 
English camp and their 
fans.

Kolkata, June 19 (PTI): Two-time Indian 
Super League champions ATK on Tuesday 
denied speculations that they are in an 
advanced stage of  reaching an agreement 
with 2014 World Cup winner Bastian Sch-
weinsteiger of  Germany.

ATK’s denial came after reports in a 
vernacular daily claimed that the former 
Bayern Munich star midfielder may be 
seen in ATK colours in the upcoming 
season of  ISL with new head coach Steve 
Coppell keen to rope in the German.

“At this point of  time, we at ATK have 
not contacted any player. We have no clue 
about the development,” an ATK spokes-

person said today.
The report claimed Coppell had pro-

posed Schweinsteiger as one of  the possible 
recruits to the team management and the 
Kolkata franchise are in an advanced dis-
cussion with him.

“We are not aware whether Coppell 
has reached out to him (Schweinsteiger). 
There’s no truth to this,” he said.

ATK had a disappointing last season, 
finishing ninth in the 10-team table with 
16 points from 18 games.

In the Super Cup, ATK made it to the 
round-of-16 where they suffered defeat at 
the hands of  FC Goa.

London, June 19 (IANS): 
England have announced a 
14-man squad for the T20I 
series against Australia and 
India, with Test skipper Joe 
Root returning to the short-
est format for the first time 
since September 2017.

The squad also includes 
brothers Tom and Sam Cur-
ran, raising the possibility 
that they might become the 
first pair of brothers to play 
in the same England side 
this century.

Ben and Adam Hol-
lioake were the most recent 
pair of  brothers to play in 
the same game for England, 
in February 1999 against 
Sri Lanka.  Tom and Sam 
have in the past played in the 
same England Lions side.

Other notable inclusions 
are Jake Ball, yet to make his 
T20I debut, and Jonny Bair-
stow and Moeen Ali, who 
were all rested for England’s 
most recent T20I assign-
ment, a tri-series involving 
Australia and New Zealand.

Sam Billings, Dawid 
Malan, Liam Dawson, and 

Dimapur, June 19 (EMN): In the opening 
match of  the Nagaland U-19 Inter district 
cricket tournament organised by Nagaland 
Cricket Association at the NCA stadium 
Sovima, Dimapur, Kohima lost to Di-
mapur by 43 runs and in the second match 
Peren defeated Tuengsang by five wickets 
in group A encounters.

Today’s scores: 
Kohima vs Dimapur

Dimapur - 183 all out in 29.2 overs
Jousha – 64 runs, Shampri - 27 runs

Zalietuo - Four wickets, Seyievizo - Two 
wickets

Kohima - 140 for nine in 30 overs.
Ankit - 39 runs, Seyievizo - 28 runs

Hem, Toukha and Nikhil two wickets 
each.

Dimapur won by 43 runs.
Tuensang vs Peren

Tuensang - 107 in 25 overs
Vandit – 49 runs, Vatsal - 13 runs

Jatin - Four wickets, Pratam – Two 
wickets

Peren - 108 for five in 19.4 overs
Afzal - 24, Matin – 20 and Rokovoto - 11 

runs
Baharul – Three wickets

Peren won by five wickets
Today’s matches

Peren vs Dimapur (8 am)
Kohima vs Tuensang (12:30 pm)

James Vince were all in the 
squad for that series but have 
been left out of this squad. 

Paceman Mark Wood 
has been rested this time 
round, while all-rounders 
Ben Stokes and Chris 
Woakes are both injured. 

The latter has been ruled 
out of  all the fixtures, but 
the former will continue his 
rehabilitation from a torn 
hamstring with the squad, 
and may be available for 
selection depending on his 

recovery.
England take on Aus-

tralia at Edgbaston on June 
27, while the series against 
India starts at Old Trafford 
on July 3.
England T20 squad: Eoin 
Morgan (Captain), Moeen 
Ali, Jonny Bairstow (WK), 
Jake Ball, Jos Buttler, Sam 
Curran, Tom Curran, Alex 
Hales, Chris Jordan, Liam 
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe 
Root, Jason Roy, David Wil-
ley.

New Delhi, June 19 (PTI): 
All eyes will be on Arjun 
Tendulkar when Indian 
colts start their campaign 
against Sri Lanka but for 
Under-19 team’s new bowl-
ing coach Sanath Kumar, 
“he will be like any other 
member of the team”.

A revered coach in do-
mestic circuit, Kumar will 
guide the fresh batch of  
India U-19 bowlers includ-
ing Tendulkar Jr as Paras 
Mhambrey is on India A 
duty in England.

Ask him about how he 
would handle Arjun con-
sidering his selection had 
garnered a lot of attention, 
Kumar told PTI:”I don’t 
know about that as it’s not 
my area of concern but as a 
coach, all the boys are equal 
for me.” 

“For me, Arjun is no 
different from other kids. 
My job is to bring the best 
out of  each and every one 
of them.” 

Kumar has earned a 
reputation for successfully 
coaching smaller states 
(Assam to Ranji Trophy 
semi-finals, Andhra to Vijay 
Hazare semi-finals) and will 
be coaching a national team 
for the second time.

“I worked as a coach 
with Indian women’s team 
in 2008 during their tour of  
England. This time I am 

Jamshedpur, June 19 (IANS): Jamshedpur 
FC on Tuesday announced the signing of  
Indian midfielder Sanjay Balmuchu in a 
three-year deal.

Born in Jharkhand, Sanjay is a local tal-
ent with a pedigree of representing some top 
clubs both in the I-League and the Indian 
Super League.

An, ex-Tata Football Academy cadet, 
Sanjay started his professional career with 
Churchill Brothers in the I-League before 
moving to Mohammedan Sporting and later 
Mohun Bagan. 

He also featured for FC Goa in the 2016 

season before moving to a title winning sea-
son with Chennayin FC in 2017-18.

Sanjay can play both as a center-back 
and as a defensive midfielder giving enough 
cover for the squad.

On signing with Jamshedpur FC, San-
jay said: “Jamshedpur FC is like a boon 
to the state of  Jharkhand and the city of  
Jamshedpur. 

“Being a local I am extremely happy 
that I would be dawning the Jamshedpur 
FC t-shirt and will look to contribute to-
wards the team’s success for the upcoming 
season.”

contracted to work till the 
end of  the U-19 Asia Cup 
in Bangladesh in October,” 
Kumar informed.

Since the assignment 
will be more tournament 
based, the veteran coach 
has done his homework as 
to how he wants to help the 
young bowlers.

“Look, in a short span 
of  time, you can’t really 
work a lot on the technical 
aspect as they will be play-
ing matches. I would like 
to focus more on strategic 
part. Would like to prepare 
the boys for match situa-

tions with simulations,” 
he said.

However there are a 
few basic areas which he 
would have a close eye on.

“For any fast bowler, 
the more he can land the 
ball on the seam, the more 
effective he can be. So land-
ing the ball on the seam and 
how to use the crease, bowl-
ing closer to the stumps are 
certain aspects I would like 
to focus during the camp,” 
Kumar said.

The camp starts from 
July 1 at the NCA in Ben-
galuru.

London, June 19 (Reuters): 
Second seed Grigor Dimi-
trov survived a tough first-
round workout against Bos-
nia’s Damir Dzumhur at the 
Queen’s Club champion-
ships on Tuesday to set up a 
possible second-round clash 
with former world number 
one Novak Djokovic.

The 27-year-old Bul-
garian was edged out in 
a second-set tiebreak but 
eventually prevailed 6-3 
6-7(4) 6-3, sealing victory 
with an ace.

It was a reasonably 
assured start for the 2014 
Queen’s champion who was 
just relieved to avoid having 
his Wimbledon prepara-
tions cut short.

“I was a bit rusty obvi-
ously and need to brush up 
on a few things and come 
back and get a bit better,” 
Dimitrov said on court. “I 

just want to play as many 
matches as possible on 
grass. It’s a tough field here 
and you have to be on the 
edge every single round.”

Djokovic, back at the 
London event for the first 
time since 2010 after being 
granted a wildcard, was in 
action against Australia’s 
John Millman later on cen-
tre court.

All eyes will be five-
times champion Andy Mur-
ray later as he takes on Nick 
Kyrgios in his first match in 
almost a year.

Twice  Wimbledon 
champion Murray, who 
had hip surgery in January, 
is not seeded having fallen 
to 156th in the rankings.

Canadian Milos Raonic 
also reached the second 
round after Indian oppo-
nent Yuki Bhambri retired 
injured.
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Bryan Ruiz

Japan's Yuya Osako (15) celebrates scoring his side's second goal during the group H match against Colombia at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Mordavia Arena in Saransk, Russia on Tuesday, June 19.

AP/PTI

Senegal's Idrissa Gana Gueye celebrates scoring his side's opening goal during the group H match against Poland at the 2018 soccer World 
Cup in the Spartak Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Tuesday, June 19.

AP/PTI

Neymar leaves Brazil's training session with team physio Bruno Mazziotti.

Japan make history with World 
Cup win against 10-man Colombia

Neymar limps out of training, 
setting Brazilian alarm bells ringing

Costa Rica captain wants to beat Brazil

Senegal beat Poland for first African win at 2018 World Cup

Saransk, June 19 (PTI/
AFP): Yuya Osako exacted 
sweet revenge for Japan on 
Tuesday as the Blue Samu-
rai beat Colombia 2-1, be-
coming the first Asian side 
ever to beat a South Ameri-
can team at the World Cup.

Osako's 73rd-minute 
winner meant the Japanese 
avenged their 4-1 mauling 
in the group stages of Brazil 
2014 as Colombia played 
with a man down for 86 
minutes in Saransk.

After leaving Brazil 
without a win four years 
ago, Japan made a dream 
start to their Russian cam-
paign even though head 
coach Akira Nishino was 
only appointed in April.

In an explosive start 
to the Group H clash, Co-
lombia defender Carlos 
Sanchez earned the first 
red card of Russia 2018 with 
a handball after just four 
minutes.

Japan took a shock lead 
when Shinji Kagawa netted 
the resulting penalty before 
Juan Quintero equalised 
with a free-kick for Co-
lombia to make it 1-1 at 
half-time.

Brazil 2014 topscorer 
James Rodriguez came on 
for the last half-hour af-
ter labouring in training 
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Saint Petersburg, June 19 
(IANS): Costa Rica captain 
Bryan Ruiz on Tuesday said 
his team aimed to defeat 
Brazil in their upcoming 
2018 FIFA World Cup clash, 
in which Los Ticos must 
avoid a loss in order to qual-
ify for the tournament's 
round of 16.

At a press conference 
ahead of Friday's match, 
the 32-year-old midfielder 
stressed that Costa Rica 
was fully motivated for their 
duel against La Canarinha, 
one of the favourites for the 
title, reports Efe.

"I do not know whether 
this will be my last World 
Cup (but) I dream of win-
ning against Brazil," Ruiz 
said at Los Ticos' training 
camp in the Russian town 
of Pavlovsk.

"It is the third time we 

Sochi (Russia), June 19 
(AFP): Neymar hobbled 
out of a training session on 
Tuesday, setting alarm bells 
ringing in the Brazil camp 
as they prepare for their 
second World Cup group 
game against Costa Rica 
on Friday.

"Neymar came out 
of training today with a 
painful right ankle," said 
Vinicius Rodrigues,  a 
spokesman for the Brazil-
ian Football Confederation 
(CBF).

He put the the knock 
down to the number of 
fouls Neymar received in 
Sunday's 1-1 draw against 
Switzerland in Rostov-on-
Don in Brazil's opening 
Group E outing.

The 26-year-old could 
be seen grimacing as he 
held his right ankle after 
feeling pain as he took part 
in a light session for those 
who had started that game.

Neymar had not taken 
part in training on Monday, 
as the side returned to their 
base in Sochi on Russia's 
Black Sea coast.

Rodrigues confirmed 
the problem concerned the 
Paris Saint-Germain star's 
ankle and not the foot he 
fractured in February, an 

with a calf strain but could 
not pull his side level after 
Osako's goal.

Travelling Colombia 
fans turned the Mordovia 
Arena into a sea of yellow, 
but were soon stunned into 
silence.

When Osako fired in a 
shot from Japan's first at-
tack, Sanchez blocked the 

effort with a raised arm.
Referee Damir Skomina 

showed him a straight red 
card after pointing to the 
spot without referring to 
the Video Assistant Referee 
(VAR).

The Colombians bit-
terly protested but Kagawa 
drilled home the spot kick 
to put Japan ahead in the 

sixth minute.
It was the second-fast-

est red card in World Cup 
finals history, bettered only 
by the 52 seconds it took 
Jose Batista of Uruguay to 
be sent off against Scotland 
at Mexico '86.

After the dismissal, Co-
lombia poured forward 
and their captain Radamel 

Falcao twice went close.
Colombia coach Jose 

Pekerman made a tactical 
switch on 31 minutes, with 
Wilmar Barrios replacing 
Juventus midfielder Juan 
Cuadrado.

The pressure paid off 
as Quintero's low free-kick 
flew under Japan's wall and 
crept inside the post shortly 
before half-time. The goal 
was confirmed by goal-line 
technology.

Japan pressed after the 
break, forcing Colombia 
goalkeeper David Ospina 
into a string of saves.

To a deafening roar 
from Colombia fans, Rodri-
guez came on for Quintero 
on 58 minutes, just before 
Barrios earned a yellow 
card for clattering Kagawa 
from behind.

Japanese pressure paid 
off when Osako, who was 
a constant menace to the 
Colombia defence, leapt 
highest from a corner and 
guided his header in off the 
post with 17 minutes to go.

The goal jolted Colom-
bia into life as Rodriguez 
then Barrios went close at 
the other end. Bayern Mu-
nich star Rodriguez earned 
a late yellow card for slid-
ing into Japan midfielder 
Genki Haraguchi.

Moscow, June 19 (AFP): 
Senegal recorded the first 
African win at the 2018 
World Cup when they beat 
Poland 2-1 on Tuesday 
thanks to a deflected Thia-
go Cionek own goal and 
a terrible error by Polish 
'keeper Wojciech Szczesny.

West Bromwich Albion 
midfielder Grzegorz Kry-
chowiak got Poland back 
in the game with an 86th-
minute header but Senegal 
hung on at Moscow's Spar-
tak Stadium.

In a match billed as a 
straight fight between su-
per-strikers Robert Lewan-
dowski and Sadio Mane, 
neither scored but Liver-
pool striker Mane set up Id-
rissa Gueye for the shot that 
took a wicked deflection off 
Cionek, leaving Szczesny 
totally wrong-footed in the 
Polish goal for Senegal's 
opener on 37 minutes.

T h e  w e s t  A f r i c a n s 
doubled their lead on the 
60-minute mark when the 
experienced Juventus goal-
keeper had a moment to 
forget.

Krychowiak put Poland 
in trouble with a woeful 
bouncing back pass, but 
Szczesny opted rashly to 
charge out of his penalty 
area. The speedy Mbaye 

injury that required surgery 
and forced him to miss the 
rest of the club campaign.

"As soon as he felt the 
pain he went to the physio. 
He will stay there for today 
and tomorrow (Wednes-
day) morning, and will 
train as normal tomorrow," 
added Rodrigues.

Neymar only made his 
comeback from the foot 
operation as a substitute 

in Brazil's 2-0 friendly win 
over Croatia on June 3.

He scored in that game, 
and then made his first 
start since the injury, also 
scoring, in a 3-0 win over 
Austria in Vienna just be-
fore Tite's squad flew to 
Russia.

Brazil are due to travel 
on Wednesday to Saint Pe-
tersburg, where they will 
play Friday's game.

face them in a World Cup 
and I think we can defeat 
them," Ruiz stressed.

In discussing the Brazil 
match and Costa Rica's 
standings in Group E, Ruiz 

recalled how in the 2014 
World Cup Costa Rica won 
their group, topping for-
mer World Cup champions 
England (1966), Italy (1934, 
1938, 1982, 2006) and Uru-
guay (1930, 1950).

Costa Rica lost 0-1 to 
Serbia on Sunday in their 
2018 World Cup debut in 
Russia, after a free kick from 
Serbia defender Aleksandar 
Kolarov in the second half.

"(After) they scored the 
goal - it was a great one by 
Kolarov - it was important 
they didn't score again be-
cause the goal difference 
counts (for the Group E 
standings)," Ruiz explained. 
For their part, La Canarinha 
tied 1-1 with Switzerland in 
their World Cup opening 
match on Friday, and both 
have one point in the Group 
E standings.

Niang got in front of his de-
fender, nicked the ball away 
from Szczesny and rolled it 
into the empty net.

The goal sparked wild 
celebrations among the 
Senegalese players and in-
credulity among Poland's.

After a tight first half 
hour, it was the always-
threatening Niang who was 

at the heart of Senegal's 
opening goal.

The Torino winger won 
the ball on the halfway line 
and fed Mane who rolled it 
sideways to Everton striker 
Gueye, whose shot skewed 
off Cionek's leg and into 
the net.

Senegal, the 2002 quar-
ter-finalists, could have 

pressed home their advan-
tage two minutes later but 
Salif Sane failed to connect 
with a header.

Minutes after half-time, 
Sane was fortunate not to 
be sent off for a challenge 
on Lewandowski when he 
brought down the Polish 
striker as he charged to-
wards goal. He escaped 
with a yellow card.

Lewandowski curled 
the free kick over the Sene-
gal wall but Khadim Ndiaye 
-- the only African-based 
player in Senegal's squad 
-- pushed it away.

Krychowiak connected 
with Kamil Grosicki's cross 
to give Poland hope, but 
they were unable to make 
up the deficit despite four 
minutes of injury time.

On Sunday, Senegal 
play Japan, who beat Co-
lombia 2-1 earlier in the 
day, while Poland will face 
the South Americans.


